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GENERAL COLLECTION

OF

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS.

AFRICA,

AN ACCOUNT OF

THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE,

AND

SOME PARTS OF THE INTERIOR OF SOUTHERN AFRICA.

By C.P. Thunberg, M.D. Profejor of Botany at Upfaly (sTc. isfc*

#^N the 1 6th of April 1772, after a profperous voyage, we reached the Cape of
^^ Good Hope, and we arrived fafely in the road of Table Bay, dropped our anchor,

fired our guns, and, with mutual joy, congratulated each other.

Immediately on our arrival, the fuperintendant over the fhips came to us from the

town, accompanied by a lurgeon ; the former to fetch off the letters and papers for the

Company, and the latter to get information with refped to die number of people that

had died during the voyage, and of thofe that were ftill indifpofed. The number of

the latter was now not very great, but that of the former amounted to a hundred and
fifteen, of which, ten died before we left the Texel, and two had unfortunately fallen

overboard. The other fhips in our company fuffered a ftill greater mortality, viz. the

Hoencoop one hundred and fifty-eight in all, of whom one hundred and thirty-fix died

while we were in the Texel. The William V. loft in all two hundred and thirty men,
and the Jonge Samuel, of Zeeland, one hundred and three.

We were hardly come to an anchor, before a crowd of black flaves and Chinefe
came in their fmall boats to fell and barter, for clothes and other goods, frelh meat,
vegetables, and iruit, all of which our crew were eager to procure.

• Extrafted frgm his Travels 17951 4 vols. 8vo.
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a THUNBERG S ACCOUNT OF THE CAPE OF GOOD lIOrE.

In the road we found, among others, a Swedifh fhip, which had arrived but a fhort

time before at this fouthernmoli point of Africa, and had brought my friend, Profeflbi

Sparrman.

On the 1 7th, I went with the captain on fhore, and took a lodging at M. Hendrik
Fehrfen's houfe.

Being fafely arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, my firft care was to wait on the

lieutenant-governor. Baron Joachim von Plettenberg, and the other gentlemen of the

regency, to whom I was recommended, in order to deliver to them the letters I had
brought with me. And as the refpeftable and univerfally-beloved veteran, Governor
Tulbagh, had, in confequence of age and gout, on the nth of Augull in the preced-

ing year, exchanged this life for a better, I delivered the letters direded for him 10

Baron Plettenberg, who received me with the greatelt kindnefs, and promifed to aflift

me in my defign of travelling into the interior part of the country, during the term of

my refidence in that quarter of the globe.

Whereas in my native country, to the northward of the equator, the mod delight-

ful of the feafons, fpring, was now approaching ; here, to the fouth of the hne, winter

was flealing upon us, fo that I could not as yet, or for feveral months to come, travel

to any advantage through the interior parts of the country, but mull wait till the be-

ginning of September. The intervening months I employed in informing myfelf of the

internal economy and inditutions of the Company, and examined the plants and ani-

mals in the environs of the town, and in the neighbouring mountains, making alio

fliort excurfions into the country, which I was in hopes of penetrating deeper hito

afterwards, and of viewing it with a curious and obferving eye.

The Cape of Good Hope is the extreme point of Africa, and of the Old World, to

the fouthward, and is probably the mofl: capital promontory in the whole world.

Bartholomew Diaz, a Portuguefe, was the firfl; who difcovered this promontory hi 1 487,
and King Emanuel gave it the name of the Cape of Good Hope. Vafco de Gama vifited

it next in 1497, by order of the fame monarch. According to the obfervations of M.
de la Caille, it is fituated in latitude t,3'' 35' S. and in longitude t,^° 2' E.

The Ihips that anchor in Table Bay, hi a confiderable extenfive road, are fomewhat
above a mile diflant from the town.

The day after our arrival our fick men were taken to the hofpital, attended by the

furgeori's mate ; and afterwards the foldiers, under the conduft of their commanding-
oiEcer, who was to ferve in the capacity of ferjeant after his arrival on ihore.

The town is very regularly built, from the fhore along the declivity formed by the

Table Mountains, and its ilreets cut the quarters at right angles, the whole being

bounded at the back part by Table Mountain (Taftelberg), to the weftward by Lion

Mountain (Leuweberg), and towards the eaft, in fome meafure, by the Devil's Moun-
tain (Duyvelfberg). So that it is moft open towards the fouthern and eaftern fides.

In difembarking, one is not incommoded here by the (hutting of toll-gates, or by

cuftom-houfe officers. The town has neither walls nor gates, and yet enjoys a perfect

fecurity in a land of favages.

The houfes are all of brick, white-wafhed, and .one, feldom two, but very rarely

three ftories high, and covered in, for the mofl part, with flat roofs of brick-work, or

a knid of grafs indigenous to this country (rc/?/o tedorum), laid upon very low frame

work. On account of the violence of the winds that prevail here, the roofs cannot be

tiled over, nor raifed higher. The houfe of the lieutenant-governor, and the Company's
waiehoufe, were the only houfes that were three Itories high.

The domeftics here do not confift of Europeans, but of black or tawny flaves from

Malabar, Madagaftar, or other parts of India. Thefe, in general, fpeak either broken

2 Portuguefe,



thujjberg's account of the cape of good hope. 3

Portuguefe, or elfe the Malabar, feldom the Dutch language, and learn various trades,,

by which they bring their mailers confiderable profit, efpecially fuch as are taylors,

carpenters, bricklayers, or cooks. The flaves are let out by the month, week, or day,

during which term they are to earn for their mafters a certain fixed iwmper diem. The
male flaves wear their own hair, upon which they fet a great value, wrapped up in a

twifted handkerchief like a turban, and the females wreath up their hair and fix it on

their heads with a large pin. I'rowfers conftitute the other part of their drefs ; and,

as a token of their i'ervile condition, they always go barefoot, and without a hat.
;

Previous to the company's fitting down to meals, either dinner or fupper, a female flave

brings a wafli-hand baibn and towel, to wafti their hands, which is alfo done on the

company's rifing from table. In the houfes of the wealthy, every one of the company
has a flave behind his chair to wait on him. The flave has frequently a large palm leaf

in his hand, by way of a fan, to drive away the flies, which are as troublefome here as

they are in Sweden.

As well within as without the town, neat and excellent gardens are laid out, both

for fruit and culinary vegetables, being watered by the flreams that run down from the

mountains. Among theic, that extenfive and beautiful garden belonging to the com-
pany diflinguiflies itfelf, like an old oak amidfl a thicket of bufhes. It is from thefe

gardens that the ftranger, on his arrival, meets with his firfl refrefhments ; and from

their fuperfiuous ftock the Dutch and other fhips are fupplied with flores for their voy-

age. The garden-feeds niufl be brought every year frefh from Holland, as they other-

wife, almofl all, degenerate in time, excepting the feeds of cauliflowers, which are

brought to great perfeftion here, and, on that account, exported from hence to Hol-

land, where they gradually degenerate.

Apples, pears, and other European fruits, are mellower and riper, but have not that

flavour which they have in Europe, neither will they keep long. Nor are the peaches

produced here equal in goodnefs to thofe of the fouth of Europe. They are fometimes

dried like pears, with or without flones.

The trees imported from Europe, fuch as oak ((juercus robur), the white poplar

(popuius alba), and others, flied their leaves in the winter, as they do in their native

places, whereas the African trees do not part with theirs. It is not long, however, be-

fore they recover their leaves again. This circumflance is fingular enough : firft, be-

caufe the cold here in winter is not more fevere than it is in Sweden in the autumn j

and, in the fecond place, becaufe they fhed their leaves to the fouthward of the equa-

tor at the very time that they put them forth to the northward of it. The lime-trees

(tHia Europaa) do not thrive well, on account of the violent winds that rage here

;

and the fame may be faid of the hazel (corylus avellana), cherry-tree (pruntis cerafns\

gO(jfeberry-tree {ribes groffularia et uva crifpa), currant-tree (ribes rubrum et nigrum)^

all of which degenerate, and feldom yield any fruit.

The myrtle {myrtus communis') grows to the height of a tree, though its ftem is neither

thick nor flifl, nor does it throw out many branches. For this reafon it feems to be
proper, and indeed, is frequently ufed, for forming high hedges, in a country fubjeft

to violent winds, as its fupple ftem bends to the ftorm.

The foot of the mountain, or the hills round the town, confifted of a red flame-coloured

clay, which proceeds from the water's running down the cracks, and tinging the earth

with its acid, charged with ferruginous particles. Higher up on the hills, lie fcattered

without order, ftones of all fizes, that have been rolled down from the mountains.
Among others, I vifited M. Auge, the gardener, who has made many, and thofe very

long, excurfions into the interior part of the country, and has collefted all the plants

and infefts, which the late Governor Tulbagh fent to Europe to Linnaeus, and to the

B 2 Profelfors



4 THUNBERC'S ACCOUNT OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

Profeflbrs Burmaim and Van Royen. And as he ftill continued his journeys yearly into

the country, he fold to ftrangers, as well herbals as birds and infefts. It was of him
that M. Grubb, and the direftor of the bank in Sweden, purchafed that fine coUeftion

of plants, which was afterwards prefented to Profeffor Bergius, and fo well defcribed

by this latter gentleman in his book of the Plantce Capenfes. M. Auge's knowledge of

botany was not very confiderable, nor did his colledlions in general extend much far-

ther than to the great and the beautiful ; but, in the meantime, we are almoft folely

indebted to him for all the difcoveries which have been made fince the days of Her-

mannus, Oldenlandus, and Hartogius, in this part of Africa.

The citadel is fituated on the fea-lhore, below the city to the eaflward, and is fur-

rounded with high walls and deep ditches ; there is room enough in it for the governor,

though he never lives there, as well as for the major, the other officers, and the foldiers.

At fun-fet the great gate is Ihut, when all the foldiers, that have not leave of abfence,

are fummoned by beat of drum, and their names called over in each company. The
little gate is kept open till ten o'clock, when the foldiers, who are abfent, without hav-

ing previoufly obtained leave of abfence for the night, are fummoned by a bell, and their

names are called over ; the gate is after this not to be opened till the morning, except in

cafe of neceflity, fuch as to fetch a midwife. A furgeon always fleeps in the caftle.

The firft thing a foldier muft provide himfelf with, is his own uniform ; this he re-

ceives of the company, but muft ferve to the amount of its value. Every third year

the Company orders a number of new uniforms to be made for the ufe of the militia,

and at no other time. If it fhould fo happen, that the quantity ready-made fliould not

fuffice for recruits that arrive during this interval, they muft for fome time do their

duty in their own clothes, and frequently in the jackets of the Zeelverkoopers, or kid-

nappers, who have fent them thither.

Soldiers, who have received in Holland what is called a bill of tranfport, receive no

pay till they have ferved to the full value of it. This takes at leaft a year and a half,

or more ; during which time they only receive a little fubfiftence-money and fervice-

money. What more they may want for fubfiftence and clothes, they muft earn by

any trade that they may happen to have learned, or by doing duty for the others on

their leifure days. A foldier who has learned a good trade, may earn half a dollar a

day, and pays to him that does duty for him four fchellings. They have alfo an oppor-

tunity of making fomething by walhing for others. A foldier may indeed obtain double

fubfiftence-money ; but then, two guilders per month are dedufted from his pay, for

what they term fubfidy-money.

The foldiers go upon guard every other or every third day, and confequently have a

day or two to themfelves. The fame guard continues for twenty-four hours together, and

confifts in the fmaller pofts of a corporal and three men ; but in the greater, of aferjeant

and twelve men. When a man has been upon guard two hours, he is relieved, and ex-

empt from duty, till four hours more are expired, when he goes upon guard again.

A foldier is obliged to ferve five years, exclufive of the time taken up in the voyage,

during which term he is not at liberty to return home -, but by the favour of the offi-

cers, confiderable deductions may be made from this term, inlbmuch, that fometimes a

foldier returns by the fame fhip that brought him. Sometimes a foldier is alfo meta-

morphofed into a failor for this purpofe.

When his agreement is at an end^ he may either return home or renew it; if he

choofes the latter, which is generally done for three years at firft, his pay is increafed

two guilders more per month ; this term being expii-ed, he may engage for two years

more, and then receives a frefti augmentation of two guilders per month ; but in cafe

of his continuing in the fervice after that term, his pay is augmented no more, unlefs,

1

1

mdeed.
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indeed, he is advanced. A foldier, if he has received any education, may be advanced

to be a corporal, ferjeant, or officer, to be an afliftant in a fadory, or to be furgeon, if

he has learned that art in Europe.

There are feveral means by which a foldier may be releafed from the obligation of

doing duty. The moft common way is by what they call a furlough ; in this cafe he
is exempt from all duty, and at full liberty to get his livelihood in what manner foever

he is able, or by any trade that he may have learned. For this he pays four dollars

per month, and to the adjutant of the company one fhilling, in which cafe he receives

his monthly pay. Of the men belonging to the garrifon, there were now about one
hundred and fifty that had furloughs. The profits of the furloughs are didributed

among that part of the garrifon that does duty, and are called fervice-money ; a foldier

receives eight or nine, a corporal twelve, and a ferjeant fixteen fhillings ; the remainder

is divided between the officers. The furlough money is to be paid duly, the laft day

of every month, into the hands of the chaplain, whole duty it is to receive it. In time

of war thefe furloughs are not given, but every one muft then do duty. The governor

takes from among the foldiers as many as he choofes, to work gratis for him ; the

major takes four and twenty or more ; the fifcal two, the book-keeper one, and fo on.

Thefe then arc either to work for the above-mentioned gentlemen, or to pay them their

furlough-money. The greater number there is taken of thefe men, the heavier does

the duty fall upon the reft of the foldiers.

The foldiers receive their pay of the lieutenant of the company every four months;
which for this reafon is called the good month.

If any perfon in the town or country wifhes for a foldier, either as a teacher for his

children, or to work in his ffiop, he may get one by the means juft indicated ; but if

fuch foldier has taken up a bill of tranfport in Holland, this muit now be repaid to the

value of about eighty dollars, for which the fellow mult ferve till it is paid off; if in the

mean time he fliould die, the lofs will be on the fide of the tradefman.

Sailors may in the fame manner take out furloughs, by paying to the purfer eight

dollars per mon^h.

A pcrfeifl immunity from fervice, as well as erafure from the paymafter's books, may
indeed be alfo obtained ; but on no other confideration than that of being held difqua-

lified for the company's fervice.

There arc others, called Lichten, who neither do duty, nor have any furloughs, nor re-

ceive any pay, and are always at their full liberty in time of peace ; but when once they

enter into the fervice again, they muft ferve their five years out, for which they agreed.

Prayers are read in the citadel every morning and evening by a chaplain. On Sun-
day a fentinel is placed before the church-door, but within the church-door a foldier

would fcarcely be tolerated.

Before the citadel, in a large convenient place, are laid the wine and water-cafks that

come from the fhips to be repaired ; as likewifc a great quantity of planks and fpars.

In order to prevent any thing from being ftolen, a fentinel is placed here in the night-

time. This poft is not unprofitable, when the foldier happens to catch a young fellow

engaged in clofe converfation with fome female friend ; in w hich cafe he mult make the

foldier a compliment of a few dollars to avoid being taken into cuilody, and difcovered,

or, at all events, incommoded and difturbed in his mentis plaifirs.

If a foldier falls fick, he is taken to the hofpital, where he has medicines and his diet

gratis, till he recovers, but he receives no pay, except his fhare of the furlough-money.

Yet, if his difeafe is of a venereal nature, even this is withheld from him. If he, does

not choofc to go to the hofpital, he is at liberty to go elfewhei-e, though then he is

obliged
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obliged to pay his own phyfician, his attendants, and other neceffary expences, out of

his own purfe, but receives his pay and fubfiftence-money.

Chimneys are not ufed in this country, nor are they wanted ; and to Itoves they are

utter ftrangers. Yet I have known a family or two that had a fire-place in their hall,

though rather for pleafure than for any other occafion they had for it. The ladies

have generally live coals in a kind of covered chafling-difli or ftove, which in winter-

time they fet on the ground under their clothes to warm them.

The cold is fevereft in the months of Auguft or September, efpecially on mornings

and evenings, when it rains or blows hard. The wind feels very piercing on account

of the thin clothing that is worn here. The winter at the Cape refembles the months

of Auguft, September, and Oftober in Sweden.

The mothers in this country feldom put their children out to nurfe, but fuckle them
themfelves, for which reafon they have^ in general, eafier labours.

There are a few families who have defcended from Blacks in the female line, for three

generations back. The firfl generation, proceeding from an European who is married

to a tavmy flave that has been made free, remains tawny, but approaching to a white

complexion ; but the children of the third generation, mixed with Europeans, become
quite white, and are often remarkably beautiful.

The flave-houfe of the Company is adjacent to the garden, and contains a great

number of flaves, who work in the garden and on buildings, carry burdens from the

fhips, &c. Thofe that are lick here have a fargeon to attend them. The Company
brings the greatefl part of its flaves from Madagafcar, whereas private perfons buy
their's of the officers belonging to the fhips, as well Dutch as French, that are on their

return home from the Eaft Indies, feldom of the Englifh, and never of the Swedifh.

Before the fhips weigh anchor, all the convalefcents are felefted out from the hofpital,

and diflributed on board the fhips.

The officers of the fhips, during their flay here, fell to great advantage feveral European

commodities, fuch as wine, ale, tobacco-pipes, coarfe and fine hardware, clothes, fhoes,

glafs, and houfehold furniture ; the European hams, beef, faufages, tongues, herrings,

ftock-fifh, falmon, and cheefe, with fome other articles, were alfo in great requeft.

Whereas the foreign fhips, that flop here, lie in the roads a fhort time only to take

in provifions, and then refume their voyage, the Dutch fhips are obliged to flop a great

while, in order to take the convalefcents on board, who after all come thither in a very

indifferent flate of heahh. The Dutch have alfo occafion for a greater number of

failors to work their fhips than other nations, as their rigging is made after the old

fafhion, with large blocks and thick cordage, heavy and clumfy in every refpetEl.

The Company's garden is always open to the public. It is nine hundred and ninety-

fix paces long, two hundred and fixty one broad, and has forty-four quarters, which

are feparated from each other by hedges, confifling, for the mod part, of oaks or bays

(Jaurus nobilis\ feveral yards in height. I obferved here, that a royena villo/a^ that

grew befide one of thefe oaks, had fairly perforated one of its branches through the

very trunk of the oak, in which it now grew like a parafitic plant. In Uke manner I

obferved in another garden, in which a feat had been fixed between two trees, that the

bark of one of the trees had grown over the feat, like a fungus (boletus), and held it

fafl. In the menagerie were feveral rare and uncommon animals, and particularly great

numbers of birds.

Male and female flaves, though belonging to different mailers, frequently cohabit

together, by permifTion of their owners, in which cafe the children always become the

property of him who is the owner of the female flave. Though the man, that cohabits

with
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with the woman flave, be a freed man, or even a European, ftill their offspring are

flaves. So that the bonds of wedlock among flaves are but loofely co ntrafted, and

eafily broken through. A mafter has the right of chaftifmg his flaves with a whip, but

has no power over their lives, as this belongs to the magiftrate. If a flave is too

feverely treated by his mafter, he may complain to the fifcal ; and if it then appears that

he has been ill ufed, the owner is made to pay a confiderable fine. If a flave lifts up his

hand againft his maiter or miftrefs, or any white man, he is punifliable with death.

A flave can give no e\'idence ; nor has he the power of bearing, much lefs of having

in his pofleffion, any kind of fire-arms : by thefe means the flaves, who always greatly

exceed the Europeans in number, are kept unarmed. As foon as a flave is enfranchifed,

he wears flioes, ftockings, and a hat, as a mark of his freedom.

In the months of April, May, and June, when the fliips lie in the road, the naval

oflicers frequently put up at auction fuch commodities as they wifh to dilpofe of at this

place; for this they pay five per cent, to the fifcal, who receives five dollars for every

cheft brought on fhore, for which five guilders only were paid in Holland. All Euro-

pean merchandizes are fold here at thirty, fifty, and one hundred per cent, profit.

The winter months are reckoned here from the middle of May till the middle of

Auguft, during which times fliips muft not enter Table-Bay, on account of the ftormy

north-wefterly winds that prevail then, and might drive them on fhore ; but they are

obliged to anchor in Falfe-Bay.

Ratans, fplit very thin and faftened together with ftrings, fo as to roll up eafily, are

much ufed here for window-blinds. They are alfo employed for making baflcets, bot-

toms or beds, and feats of chairs.

The thick bamboo canes, though hollow, are very ftrong. They are ufed for

making the fides of ladders, and as perches to carry burdens on ; of the more young
and flender ftems are made fences, to fet up on the tops of walls and of wooden pales.

The feed-veffels of the filver-tree (j>rotea argentcd) ferve as fuel ; the rejiio dichotomus

(Befem riet) for brooms.

Kukumakranka (gethyl/is) is the name given to the legumen or pod of a plant, that

grew at this time among the fand-hills near the town, without either leaves or flowers.

This pod was of the length of one's finger, fomewhat wider at top than at bottom, had
a pleafaijt fmell, and was held in great efteem by the ladies. The fmell of it refembled

in fome ineafure that of ftrawberries, and filled the whole room.

On the clay-hills near the fhore before the citadel, I oblerved people digging up the

earth, which was mixed with a great many fea-fhells, and putting it into bafkets. This

they wafhed till nothing but the fliells remained. In like manner I faw them carefully

gather the larger fhells thrown up by the fea on the beach, and lay them up in large

heaps to dry. Thefe fhells they burn to Hme for building. For this purpofe they

make a pile of billet and bufh-wood, within which the fhells are laid and burned.

In Robben Ifland a great quantity of fhells are collected, and made into lime for the

Company's fervice, by the criminals exiled there. In the whole country there is no
other lime to be found, nor any mountains containing either chalk or lime-ftone.

Poets are faid to be born fo ; but the Dutch here, and indeed all over the Eafl-

Indies, may be faid to be born merchants ; for in cafe the father does not trade, but
carries on fome handicraft bufinefs, his wife, daughter, or fon muft ; and this is always
done in a particular way of their own, and often without any regular fyftem. There
is fcarce one regular merchant to be found ; but every body carries on trade, and
keeps a certain fpecies of goods only, at a certain time of the year, by which he endea-
vours to gpjn the moft he can.

Two
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Two winds in particular prevail here throughout the year, and are frequently very

violent, viz. the fouth-eaft wind in the fummer, and the north-wefl in winter. When
the eaft or fouth-eaft wind begins to blow, it drives the clouds againft the mountains,

and away over them, which occafions a kind of drizzling rain up in thofe regions
;

the clouds are afterwards difperfed bebow the fummit of the mountain ; and when the

clouds are carried oft', the wind may continue indeed, but then it is always accompanied

with fine dry weather.

The tovm has but one Calviniftical church, which is tolerably large and handfome.

The Lutherans have not hitherto been able to obtain permiflion to erect one, though

their number here is very large : the Calviniftical church is ferved by two clergymen,

who live in the town, and are well paid.

The hofpital is ill fituated, and much out of repair, infomuch that a new one will

ftiortly be erefted on a more extenfive and convenient plan. The patients here are not

remarkably well taken care of, on account of the fmall portion of medical (kill poflefled

by the perfon who fuperintends the hofpital ; though the company fpares for no ex-

penfe with regard to them. I was mformed, that the company pays two hundred du-

catoons per annum, or fomething more than fix hundred guilders, for the article of

almonds only, for the patients, of which, perhaps, they do not get one. Every half

year the moiety of this fum is paid down, an exaft calculation having been previoufly

made, how many thoufands of almonds may be had for that money, according to the

then current price. So that the fum Is always the fame, though the quantity of almonds

varies with the price ; and the patients always receive the fame quantity, that is, little

or nothing. For every one in the hofpital, that goes through a courfe of mercurial

fridion for the venereal difeafe, the furgeon receives eight dollars ; and the patient muft

pay two dollars for his medicines, as it is not thought proper that he fhould be cured

of this difeafe gratis.

Several ftreets in the town are adorned with canals filled with the water that comes

from the fuperimpending mountains ; but the bringing of the water, by means of

wooden pipes, from the fame mountains down to the great bridge in the harbour, at

the fide of the citadel, where the fhips unload, is of greater importance ; as the Ihips'

boats may conveniently lay along-fide of it, and fill their calks with the pureft water.

The fmall-pox and meafles are the moft fatal diftempers here ; for the prevention of

which they make the fame provifions, as is done in other places againft the plague.

Confequently, as foon as a (hip has anchored in the road, a furgeon is fent on board

of it, to examine whether any body in the Ihip is at that time infected, or during the

voyage has been infefted with either of thefe difeafes. In the latter cafe, no one froni

the fhip is fuftered to come on fhore ; but the commander is advifed to go to fome other

place with the veflel ; which, in the mean-time, is furnifhed with whatever it may ftand

in need of. When at any time the fmall-pox is carried thither, evQvy one flies in hafte

to the interior parts of the country. This infe£tious diforder, I obferved, and fome
French Ihips, which they took for enemies, were the only things that at this jundure

could infpire thefe rich farmers and burghers with fear, and make them fhift their

quarters. They were not yet become rational enough to adopt inoculation. In 1 7 1 3, the

fmall-pox was brought here by a Danifh (hip, when it made a dreadful havoc among the

Europeans as well as Hottentots, only three houfes having efcaped. The Hottentots died

in fuch multitudes, that their bodies lay in the fields and highways unburied.

In 1755, this diforder appeared for the fccond time; and in 1767, in April, for

the third and laft time, being in like manner brought by a Daniih (hip. The laft time

the
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the mcafles prevailed in thefe parts, they were the more defl:ru£live, as the furgeons

fent out by the governor, from ignorance of the difeafe, treated it perverfely. It is

much to be lamented, that the account given of the medical praftitioners of the Cape
for fome time paft, fhould fo exaftly tally with that tranfmitted to us by Ksmpfer, in

hisJmanit. Exot. Fafcic. 3. p. 534 & ^t,^, of the furgeons in the Eaft Indies.

The town is adorned with three large fquares ; in one of thefe ftands the Proteftant

church ; it likewife has a fountain in it, which furnifhes the inhabitants of the town with
water ; in the other is the town-hall ; and the third is lately laid out for the convenience
of the country people who bring their goods to market, and in this is to be built the

watch-houfe for the fire-men.

On the fhore itfelf feveral batteries of different fizes are ere£lcd for the defence of

the city. The citadel is intended to proted them as well againfl: internal as foreign

enemies, but the batteries more particularly againfl the fhips of a foreign power ; and
in faft, thefe can do no more execution in the road than the citadel polTibly can do.

There were now, though in rather an indifferent flate of repair, the Great Battery,

the Little Battery, the New Battery, the Bones, and the Line-Guard.

In the beginning of July, I made a day's excurfion to Mount Paarl, in company
with Dr. Le Sueur, who was fent for to fee a patient that had been ill of a fever, and
had now fuch a weaknefs in his joints and ligaments, that he could not lift his hands
to his mouth, and his knee-pans were fo loofe, that he had loft the ufe of his legs

likewife. Dr. Le Sueur was a native of the Cape, but had ftudied in Holland, and
taken his degrees at Groningen.

In many places the roads were interfered by large rivers, which were now fo fwelled

by the heavy rains, that the water almoft came into the carriage, the current being at

the fame time very ftrong.

The land in thefe parts was very poor, being merely loofe fand, under which lay

the folid rock, confifting of brown ferruginous clumps, compofed of clay, vitriolic

acid, and flate. In thefe meagre plains, neverthelefs, Phylicas, Ericas, and Proteas
grew in abundance.

At Paarl the cold is felt more fenfibly in the mornings and evenings than at the

Cape, and the hoar-froft frequently damages the vegetables in the gardens. The
eafierly winds are faid to be very powerful here, and in fummer-time to blow the
grains of wheat out of the ear.

Butter is churned every day in the fummer, and every other day, or every third

day, in the winter. They ufually pour luke-warm water into the churn, in order that

the milk may coagulate the better.

The houfes are generally fituated at the foot of the mountains, from whence water
runs down to them. The want of water in other places, and the confequent poverty
of the foil, muft be confidered as the reafon why this country, fo excellent in other
refpefts, cannot be very clofely inhabited. The African foil is intrinfically meagre

;

but its fertility, which is fo much cried up by many, muft be afcribcd to the excellence
of the climate ; for thofe fpots where water and a little mould are to be found, and
which confequently are capable of cultivation, produce a rich harveft of corn, delicious

fruits, and excellent wines. The chief obje£t of the farmer, when chufing a fpot for

his abode, is to find an earthy foil in the vicinity of water.

Every peafant builds his own houfe, fometimes of bricks, fometimcs only of clay,

lime, and fand. Every one of them pofTefTes a great number of horfes, oxen, cows,
fheep, goats, ducks, and geefe, which in the day-time arc driven out on the hills,

and tended by a flave, and driven home again at fun-fet. At night all thefe animals
VOL. xvr. c fleep
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fleep in the open air, each fpecies feparately, in a place fenced in by a mud wall.

This is faid to be very detrimental to the wool of the fheep (the ovis laticaudd). It

was pleafant in the highefl; degree to fee the lambkins, which are kept while they are

young in the houfe, go in the evenings to meet their mothers on their return home.

As foon as they heard the voice of their dams at a great diftance, the little hungry
creatures began to cry out and run towards them ; but if they could not fee their

mothers diflindly, they would immediately run back again. When their dams approach

flill nearer, their cries increafed, and the lambs run full fpeed to meet them, and fol-

lowed them home again. The wool of thefe African fheep, which have large tails, is

none of the befl, and is not employed either in the manufafturing of cloth or for any

other important purpofe, much lefs is it exported. M. Hemming, however, had, a

few years before, a piece of cloth woven from it large enough to make a complete

fuit of clothes.

I frequently obferved the fhin-bones of fheep ufed, both in town and country, either

for fetting round the trees in the ftreets, or for dividing the parterres in the flower-

gardens, where they had a very pretty effect, the end of the ginglymus articulation

being placed uppermoft.

Wolves were caught by an eafy and ingenious method : a fquare or oblong houfe was

ere£i;ed, either of brick or only of clay, of the height of fix feet or more, without

any other covering than a few wooden bars. In the front a low opening is left with

a trap-door before it. In the houfe is laid a bait, tied to a rope that is faflened to a

peg. This peg is brought through the lower part of the back wall, and ftuck into a

piece of wood which hangs down the wall on the outfide ; to the upper part of this

piece of wood is fixed another rope that palfes over the top of the houfe, and is faflened

to the trap-door, which it thus keeps fufpended over the aperture. The wolf having

entered the houfe, pulls the bait, and at the fame time pulls out the peg from the

piece of wood, when the trap-door falls down, and makes the wolf prifoner.

The ftyle of building in the country, among people in good circumflances, is

nearly fimilar to that in town, viz. firft, there is a hall at the entrance of the houfe,

and before this is a long gallery ; on each fide of the hall is a room ; and on one fide

of the gallery is the kitchen, and on the other a bed-chamber. People of inferior

circumflances had a gallery, with a chamber on each fide of it, and the kitchen be-

hind. The poorer fort had huts of clay, with doors and windows almoft pervious to

the weather.

I'he water that runs down the mountains to the farms that lie below them is fre-

quently conducted by art to different places, fuch as to artificial fountains, or to gar-

dens, for the purpofe of watering them in time of drought, or to fifh-ponds to fupply

them with water.

Such waters as accumulated in the plains below the mountains, and formed rivulets,

which at times were fo deep in certain places, as to make ferries or boats neceffary

for pafling them, the farmers rendered ufeful to themfelves, by damming them up, in

order to make them overflow their vineyards planted on their banks ; when the water,

gently running off from them, manured the foil and rendered it fertile.

The vineyards near Paarl flourifhed amazingly, and vines were feen here fifty years

old. A vine was faid to bear fo early as the fecond year after it was planted, but to

yield a full vintage in the third. All the vines here were kept low, in order to make
them produce large cluflers.

In this place a church was eredled and provided with a Calvinifl minifler and a

clerk. Divine fervice, however, is not performed every Sunday ; but when the

lo minifler
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minifter is gone on a journey, fick, or otherwife hindered, the clerk reads to the con-

gregation fome portion of the Bible.

The farmers, or colonifts, all through the country are, as well as the inhabitants of
the city, all burghers, and are conlequently obliged to be always in readincfs, in cafe

of a war, to defend their country. For this purpofe they are divided into companies,
and certain perfons among them appointed their officers.

On the fudden approacli of danger from any enemy, the whole body of the inha-

bitants may be fummoned by the firing of guns and hoiding of flags. For this pur-

pofe cannons are planted at proper intervals, and at the fide of each ftands a fiag-fti'fT,

to give fignals in cafe of the approach of an enemy, or of any great fleet belonging

to a foreign power. In fuch cafe, feven guns are fired from the Lion's Head. The
cannon on the banks of Zour Rivier is next difcharged, which is repeated by arother

placed at a greater diftance, then by a third, and fo on ; the flag being always h<"ifted

before the firing of the gun, by which means the alarm is foon given throughout the

whole country.

As an antidote againft the bite of ferpents, the blood of the turtle was much cried

up, which, on account of this extraordinary virtue, the inhabitants dry in the form of

fmall fcalcs or membranes, and carry about them when they travel in this country,

which fwarms with this mofl noxious vermin. Whenever any one is wounded by a

ferpent, he takes a couple of pinches of the dried blood internally and applies a little

of it to the wound.
Surgeons, apothecaries, and others, when they cannot find in this country the ufual

and genuine medicinal plants, look for others that fomewhat refemble them, either in

their flowers, leaves, finell, or general habit, and then give them the fame names.

1"he phyfician, who hears this quid pro quo mentioned, muft not let it puzzle or mif-

lead him.

The leaves of the calla JEthiopica, a plant which grew even in the ditches about the

gardens near the Cape, were faid to ferve for food for the (Yzer-varken or) por-

cupines.

The root of the arclopus echinatiis, which grew both near the Cape and in other

places, was of a foft texture, and contained a very white and pure gum, which was
ufed in the form of a decoftion, as an excellent purifier of the blood, and likewife as

a remedy in the gonorrhoea.

The root of the byronia Afrkana ferved the country-people for an emetic ; infufed

in wine or brandy it proves an excellent purge, efpecially if a piece of bread be eaten

after it.

The geranium cucullatum, a fragrant plant, was ufed as an emollient, inclofed in

fmall bags.

Of the leaves of the barbonia cordata the country-people made tea.

The montinia acris, though it is of a very acrid nature, was faid to be eaten by the

fheep.

The Hottentots eat the fruit of the brabeiumyic/iatum, a large fhrub that grows near

brooks and rivulets, called Wilde CaRanien (wild chcfnuts), and fometimes ufed by the

country-people inftead of coff^ee : the outfide rind being taken oft, the fruit is flecped

in water to deprive it of its bitternefs ; it is then boiled, roafted, and ground like

coffee.

The gout and dropfy were common difeafes in this country, proceeding from the

great quantities of wine that was drank, and the very varying and cold winds.

c 2 The
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The fields were by no means fo thickly covered with grafs here as they are in Europe,

where the grafs-turf, with its great variety of flowers, forms the moft beautiful carpet

;

but the grafs grew very thin, fliewing the bare fand between the blades, fo that one

could not with any pleafure lie down on it to reft one's felf.

The barley, afer it had attained to a confiderable height, was mowed once or

oftener, and giveii to the horfes as fodder. It was faid, that it might be cut in the

month of Aug u ft, when in the ear, I frequently faw bundles of it brought to town

in this ftate to market. The barley in this country is cultivated chiefly for the ufe of

horfes ; a few bundles of it being cut every evening, after the horfes are come in from

grafs, and laid in the ftable, or elfe out in the yard, where thefe animals are tied up,

for their night-provender.

Beer is never brewed in the country, where the people, when thirfty, drink water,

tea, coffee, or wine ; but a brewery has been eftabliflied near Cape Town. The Cape
beer, however, is never remarkably good, but generates wind in the ftomach, and

fcon turns four. This is the reafon why they are obhged to import their beer from

Europe ; the Dutch, Danifti, and Englilh beer, which they fometimes drink in fmall

quantities at their meals, being held in particular efteem.

The vineyards muft be dug every year, and the ground turned, yet without difturb-

ing the vines. In manuring them, the old earth is dug away from around the vines,

and fo that a hole is left in which the manure is laid. If a vine dies, a branch of an

adjoining vine is bent down into the hole, where it foon ftrikes root, and is afterwards

cut oft' at the top.

A widow at the Paarl had three Hottentots in her fervice ; they fpoke with much
delicacy and foftnefs, clacking lightly and rapidly with their tongues both before and
while they pronounced their words. Their complexion was brown, but by no means
inclining to black, being more like that of a fun-burnt European. The apparent

brownnefs of their complexions, in faft, proceeded more from the great quantity of

ftmking greafe with which they befmeared themfelves than from nature. The girls

were fond of fmoking tobacco, which they did with a pipe fo fliort, that the bowl of

it came clofe to their lips. Their hair is of a fmgular nature, being quite black, and

twilled up together like fhort wool, fo as to refemble the nap upon frieze, the inter-

ftices between each lock being quite bare.

On my return to the Cape, I faw, towards the end of June, a body of Hottentots,

men, women, and children, to the number of nine and fifty, brought up about one

hundred and fifty miles from the interior part of the country, where they had com-
mitted various ads of violence againft the colonifts. They had been taken by a

Hottentot captain, of the name of Kees, in the cleft of a mountain, where they had
concealed and fortified themfelves againft a party of pcafants and foldiers ordered out

againft them, and had for a long time defended themfelves, by rolling large ftones

down upon their enemies. In two villages they had carried oft' the cattle, killed the

inhabitants, plundered the houfes, and taken pofleflion of feveral fire-arms. They
did not deny their crimes, but aflcrted that they afted fo in their own defence, the

Europeans making every year frefh encroachments upon their lands and poflcillons,

and forcing them continually farther up into the country, whence they were driven

back again by the other Hottentots, or elfe killed. Thefe Hottentots were Bofhiefmen,

of a dark brown complexion, fome of whom were naked, wearing only a band round

their waifts, which covered the pudenda before. Others wore, hanging loofe over

their flioulders, a fhcep's Ikin, the ends of which fcarcely met before, the upper part

going, like a calafh, over the head. The women had their little ones hanging behind

on
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on their fhoulders ; and girls eleven or twelve years of age had already children.

The women were adorned with ear-rings, and broad rings of metal round their wrifts.

Their mouths and cheekbones were very prominent, fo that they bore the ftrongeft

refemblance imaginable to apes. After thefe Hottentots had been confined for fome
time at the Cape, they loft their colour, and became almoft white.

On the 28th of June, the Javanefe here celebrated their new-year. For this pur-

pofe they had decorated an apartment in a houfe with carpets, that covered the ceil-

ing, walls, and floor. At fome diftance from the fartheft wall an altar was raifed,

from the middle of which a pillar rofe up to the ceiling, covered with narrow flips of

gilt paper and filk alternately : from above, downwards, ran a kind of lace between

the projecting edges. At the bafe of this pillar were placed bottles with nofegays

ftuck in them. Before the altar lay a cufliion, and on this a large book. The
women, who were all ftanding or fitting near the door were neatly drefled, and the

men wore night-gowns of filk or cotton. Frankincenfe was burned. The men fat

crofs-legged on the floor, difperfed all over the room. Several yellow wax-candles

were lighted up. Many of the afl'embly had fans, which they found very ufeful for

cooling themfelves in the great heat neceflaiily produced by the aflTemblage of a great

number of people in a finall fpace. Two pricfts were diftinguiflied by a fmall conical

cap from the reft, who wore handkerchiefs tied round their heads in the form of a

turban. About eight in the evening the fervice commenced, when they began to

fing, loud and foft alternately, fometimes the priefts alone, at other times the whole
congregation. After this a prieft read out of the great book that lay on the cufliion

before the altar, the congregation at times reading aloud after him. I obferved them
reading after the Oriental manner, from right to left, and imagined it to be the Alco-

ran that they were reading, the Javanefe being moftly Mahometans. Between the

finging and reading, coffee was ferved up in cups, and the principal man of the con-

gregation at intervals accompanied their finging on the violin. I underftood after-

wards, that this was a prince from Java, who had oppofed the interefts of the Dutch
Eaft India Company, and for that reafon had been brought from his native country to

the Cape, where he lives at the Company's expence.

On the 30th of June I vifited Paradife, and other farms belonging to the Company,
and fituated below Table Mountain. Rondebofch is a villa belonging to the governor.

On this eaftcrn fide, along Table Mountain, the fouth-eaft wind does not blow fo hard

as at the Cape, for which reafon alfo both trees and flirubs grow here. Among other

trees, the pine {pinus fyhejlris) was confpicuous by its elegant crown. Wild vines

(Wilde Druyven, v'lth vitiginca) made a diftinguiflied figure at this time with their red

berries, which refembled cherries, and were eatable.

In the beginning of July, I fet oat on an excurfion on foot, for a few days, to

Conftantia and the neighbouring farms. In fome places rivulets ran acrofs the road

between the valleys down from the mountains, and at this time they were difficult

to pafs.

Ferruginous ftones CEifer Klippen), or ftones containing iron, were found here, as

well as nearer to the Cape.

I obferved the clouds to be driven in contrary direftions, the lower clouds coming
from the fouth-eaft, and the upper being carried towards the fame quarter.

The domt'ftic animals, which otherwife are kept in the open air throughout the

whole country, were here ffieltered under a ffied, that was open in the front.

On my return to town, I had the opportunity of feeing a Chinefe burial. In their

burying-ground, at a ffiort diftance from the city, fmall ratans are ftuck up, faftcned

together with cotton-thread, fo as to form an arch or a vaulted roof over the tomb.

In
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In a large hog that was killed, were found feveral round worms {lumbrici), which

was faid to be a common cafe here with thefe animals.

July the 21(1, I took a walk to Paarl and Stellenbofch.

From the Cape the horizon, on the land fide, appears bounded by high mountains,

that ftretch acrofs the whole country. The plain between the Cape and thefe moun-
tains, which is one day's journey long, is for the mod part an uncultivated tract of

fand, and deltitute of water, which for the nioft part is no where to be met with but

near the fmaller fcattered hills, which lie about as it were infulated, and without any

very evident connexion with each other. A traveller who has not been provident

enough to bring water with him, has no other refource for affuaging his thirft in this

burning heat, than ftrictly to examine, whether any black ftiepherds are to be found

attending their mafler's flocks in the neighbourhood, who may either have water

themfelves, or may be able to inform him where to find it. In the winter feafon,

however, on account of the frequent rains, large trads of this plain lie under water.

The name of Kapock-bird was given to a very fmall bird, that forms its nefl: (which

is as curious as it is beautilul, and is of the thicknefs of a coarfe worfled flocking)

from the down {pappus eriocephali) of the wild rofemary-tree (Wilde Rofmaryn).

In the months of April and May the feed is put into the ground ; but in June and

July the earth, uhich often has lain fallow for feveral, fometimes ten, twelve, and fif-

teen years, is ploughed up. The larger bufhes are previoufly pulled up by the roots,

and the fmaller ones left for the plough ; all the bufhes are then collecled, and burnt

on the field, which are richly manured by the aflies. The fpots on which the com-

buflion has been performed, always produces a thicker and more luxuriant grafs than

ufual ; fo that fuch places are eafily dillinguifhable in a meadow by the high tufts of

grafs. The wheat here was faid to yield, in general, at the rate of eight and ten, but

frequently fifteen, twenty, and twenty- five to one ; whereas in many other places again,

the produce is ftill more abundant. I was even told, that at one farm fourteen

bufhels of feed had produced about fifty-five quarters of grain.

The* ant-eater, or Aardvarken {myrmecopbaga), digs large holes in the earth, in

which in the day-time he lies fecure from his enemies. The country was full of fuch

holes. This animal was faid to be fo itrong, that feveral oxen together would not be

able to drag it out of its retreat. It digs very expeditioufly. The flefli of it is eaten,

and efpecially the hams, when hung up and dried. It lives on feveral forts of ants,

efpecially the large red ones, which build their hillocks of clay, and are very common,
increafmg every year.

The daughters of the colonifts are fometimes with child by their fathers' black

flaves. In this cafe, in confideration of a round fum of money, a hufband is generally

provided for the girl, but the flave is fent away from that part of the country.

Hofpitality is carried to a great length among the farmers throughout all this country,

infomuch that a traveller may, without being at any expence either for board or lodg-

ing, pafs a longer or fhorter time with thefe people, who with the greatefl cordiality

receive and entertain ftrangers. On the contrary, a flranger finds it very dear living

in town, where he is obli .ed to pay at leaft a dollar, if not a dollar and a half, per day

for his board and lodging.

The farmers in general make four regular meals a day, viz. breakfafl at feven, dinner

at eleven, their afternoon's luncheon at four, and fupper at eight.

A foldier here is not at liberty to marry, left, as in this cafe he mult live with his wife

out of the c'tadel, he fhould run in debt in the town, and, in confequence of this, incur

the ufual puniflnuent, which is tranfportation to Batavia. Neverthelefs, it would be

much
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much better that a foldier or corporal fhould be at liberty to marry, and, receivinj^ his

pay, do his duty ; and on thofe days, when he is exempted from duty, earn his liveli-

hood by teaching, or by fome trade : and although many, as daily experience evinces

for want of this regulation, fall into bad courfes, and ruin themftlvcs by connexions
with black women ; not to mention, that a iharried foldier, in cafe of a war fuper-

vening, always fights for his country, his wife and children, with greater courao-e and
fpirit than another

;
yet, in defiance of realbn and common fenfe, all fuch men are

obliged to quit the fervice and become free citizens. This freedom, however, they do
not obtain but on condition of entering again into the Company's fervice, if neceflity

fhould require, and this in the fame capacity as that in which they left it.

Though the town is entirely under the Company's jurifdiction, and confequently is

fubject to the governor and fifcal
;

yet, in what concerns the management of its parti-

cular afiliirs, it has its own mayor and aldermen, with other neceifary officers.

The burghers, both in the town and throughout the whole country, are enrolled as

militia-men for the defence of the colony, being divided into feveral ccmpanies of foot

and horfe, and commanded by officers from among their own body. They meet every
year to do their exercife, and in the town they go upon the municipal guard, &c.
The dead are buried without either clergyman, prayers, or the ceremony of throw-

ing earth on tlie body.

The ceremonies of marriage and baptifm muft always be performed in the church •

private baptifm, in cafe of neccffity, not being fuffered.

Slaves are very feldom enfrani hifed : the free blacks are not permitted to go upon
the municipal guard ; but in time of war they are obliged to throw up batteries with
their fpades, which are their weapons. They are commanded, however, by one of
their own body. The flaves, whom each mafler of a family muft drive belore him out
of his houfe himfelf when required, againfl the enemy, are alfo formed into companies.
The burghers, as well as the fervants of the Company, are then ftationed each at his

poft. All the civil officers are. ftationed within the caftle, and others at the batteries in

different places.

In the month of Auguft the winter drew near to its end, and the fields began to be
decorated with flowers ; it therefore now became neceflary for me to think of fuch pre-
parations as would be ufeful and requifite for me in my approaching long journey into

the mterior part of the country ; a journey, relative to which a promife had been given
me, that 1 lliould make it in a great meafure at the Company's expence.

I therefore provided myfelf with neceflary cloaths, as well as with boxes and bags, for

coUedling roots and feeds, with boxes and pins for infects, a keg of arrack for preserv-

ing ferpents and amphibious animals, cotton and boxes for fluffing and keeping birds in,

cartridge-paper for the drying of plants, tea and bifcuits for my own ufe, and tobacco to

diftribute among the Hottentots, together with fire-arms, and a large quantity of pow-
der, ball, and (hot of various kinds. Shoes for the fpacc of four months were no in-

confiderable article in this account, as the leather prepared in the Indies is by no
means ftrong ; bcfides, that it is quite cut to pieces, or foon worn out, by the Iharp
ftoncs that occur every where in the mountains.

My equipage confifted of a faddle-horfe, a cart covered wiUi a fail- cloth, like an am-
munition-waggon, and three yoke of oxen, by which it was to be drawn through the
whole of the journey. My travelling companions were Auge, the gardener, who had
before made eighteen journeys of difl'erent lengths into the country, and was now to be
my lure and faithful guide; M. Inunclman, a youth, the fon of a lieutenant in the
army, together with Leonhardi, a ferjeaiu, who undertook this tedious journey for the

» fake
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fake of fhooting the larger animals and birds ; and laftly, two domeflicated Hottentots,

one of whom was to drive, and the other to lead our oxen.

Every one that travels in this country performs his journey pretty nearly in the follow-

ing way : A large waggon, worth from one hundred and twenty to two hundred dol-

lars, and covered with a large tilt of fack-cloth, is commonly drawn by five or fix yoke

of oxen, which are driven by a man with a long whip, but led through the rivulets and

by the farms. The horfes are but weak in this part of the world, and find no where

in Africa either pafture or water ; confequently they cannot be ufed for long journeys.

Nor are horfes employed for carrying any wares on their backs up to town from the farms

that lie near it, but there are fome few wealthy perfons that now and then put two or

three pair of them into a waggon for fhort journeys. Still, however, they are made ufe

of all over the country for riding on. When farmers, that live far down in the country,

go up to the Cape, they generally take five or fix fpare oxen with them, for the purpofe

of changing cattle in a journey which lafts feveral weeks. The whip is an inftrument

which might feem to command refpeA, not only from the oxen, for whofe fervice it is

principally deftined, but from every one elfe.

Thus equipped, I fet out with my company from the Cape on the 7th of September

for Jan Befis Kraal, a fmall grazing farm belonging to the Company, and fituated by

the fea-fide, where we arrived at eleven o'clock.

All over the fandy fields the protea hypophylla was feen creeping and procumbent,

with its leaves (landing up ereft on each fide of it. Near Eland's Fontain (or Elk's

Fountain), a plant of this fpecies was feen Handing upright like a bufli, much refera-

bling the former, but with broader leaves.

We proceeded on our journey till twelve o'clock, when we came to another farm

belonging to the Company, called Riet Valley ; afterwards to Moltert's Farm ; and

laftly, paffing by Brack Fontain, we came to Groene Kloof (the Green Valley), a con-

fiderable grazing farm belonging to the Company, at the diftance of eight hours' jour-

ney from the Cape. In this pleafant place we remained a whole week, as well becaufe

we found a great deal to colleft here, as becaufe that, in confequence of the refradion

of the fun-beams from the burning fand, I was unfortunately attacked with a very

violent inflammation in my eyes, which I did not eafily get rid of.

The country has indeed been much inhabited and cultivated by the European colonifls,

but as yet no mile-ftones have been fet up, nor have the farms and rivers every where re-

ceived fuitable n^mes. The farms are frequently called after their owners, and the

diftances between places are meafured by the time required to travel over them in a

waggon drawn by oxen, which anfwers pretty exadly to a fea-league per hour. All

this occafions travellers a great deal of trouble, and is the caufe that I am obliged to call

the places, whicn 1 paffed in my travels, by the Dutch names, by which they are known
on the I'pot.

The fandy and low plains, which we traverfed, abounded at this time in bulbous

plants, befides others which were now fprung up in confequence of the heavy rains

that had fallen during the winter, and which, with their infinitely varied flowers, deco-

rated thefe otherwife naked heaths.

The roots {bulbt) of the iris edtdis, when boiled and ferved up at table, tafted much
like potatoes.

The African flowers vary greatly as to colour, efpecially on the upper part, and are

more conftant on the under part.

Flamingoes {^pbcsnicopterus ruber) were feen in abundance, wading every where in the

ponds and puddles, in which were found alfo ducks and fnipes (^fcolopax Capenfis). In

12 the
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the plains were heard among the bufhes the Korrhaan (Otis). The Haantje (a fmall

bird), and deer of various kinds were feen running about, fuch as Harte-beefts {capra

dorcas), Steen-boks {capra grhiunia), divers {capra ), as well as the ftately

cftrich, diftinguifhed by its black feathers from its grey females.

A clay, impregnated with fulphur, was fliown me, which is to be found near a foun-

tain hard-by Paard Mountain.

The feed-veflels of a fpecies of Euphorbia, pulverized, were ufed for poifoning

wolves.

Here I faw, for the firft time, the oleum ricini, or caftor oil. The feeds were faid

to be boiled in water, and the oil is ikimmed off as it rifes, which is taken, in as large

a dofe as that of a tea-cup full, for a gentle purge. The leaves of the fhrub dried, and

applied round the head, were affirmed to be ferviceable in the head-ache.

On the 14th, we paffed Oranie Fontein, or Orange Fountain, and Uyle Kraal, or

the Owl's Kraal, in our way to The Fontein, or Tea Fountain, a journey of fix hours

;

and afterwards palling by Elk's Fountain (Eland's Fontein), got to Saldahna Bay the

next day.

The farmers on this fide of the Cape have neither vineyards nor much arable land,

but, inftead of thefe, plenty of cattle. Butter is made here every day, in a churn like

a pump ; and the butter-milk, excellent as it is, is thrown out to the calves and dogs.

Indeed, they fcarcely allow their milk to cream beforehand. As to houfehold furni-

ture, they were in great want of it.

We left our faddle-horfes at a farmer's houfe ; after which, we crofled the harbour

in a veffel to the Company's poll, where we ftaid feveral days.

Here was plenty of game, confi fling of antelopes, ducks, and other animals.

The exprefled juice of the fow-thiftle {fonchus oleraceus), was ufed for cleanfing

and healing ulcers.

The black juice of the cuttle-fiOi (/epia), mixed up with vinegar, was ufed for

making ink. This animal has real eyes, coniifting of a cornea, choroidea, and a cryf-

talline lens, with all the humours ufually found in the eye.

Among the fervants I found Elifasus Hyphoff, who was in the capacity of a cook
here, and was the fon of M. Hyphoff', diredor of the bank in Stockholm.

The alhuca major grew in this neighbourhood tall, ftraight, and elegant. Its fuc-

culont flalk, which is rather mucilaginous, is chewed by the Hottentots and other tra-

vellers, by way of quenching their thirft.

There were a great many fand-banks in the harbour, which were feen at low-water.

Grafs grew on the iflands in abundance ; but there were neither Iheep nor oxen in

them.

While I was botanizing, I found a dead tiger near the (hore. He had probably 7

been eating fome poifonous plants, and afterwards went in queft of water, before he
fell down.

On the iflands without and round Saldahna Bay, feals {phoca) were caught in abund-
ance, from the blubber of which a good and ufeful oil was prepared. The fkins of
the fmaller fort of thefe animals are ufed only for fliooting-bags and tobacco-pouches.

The large feals, I was told, would weigh fourteen or fifteen hundred weight. With
refpect to thefe creatures, a difagreeable accident had happened here lately : a foldier

was fent out to flioot them, and having wounded one of them, which lay as though it

were dead, he went to open a vein in order to draw off its blood, as the oil is fuppofed

to be the better for this operation, when on a fudden the feal caught hold of his hand,
VOL. xvt. D which
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which the foldier pulling back in hafle, his thumb was bitten off, and the tendon drawn

out to a great length.

From Saldahna Bay we returned to The Fontein, and, at a farm there, had an op-

portunity of feeing with what dexterity the peafants perform the caftration of their

oxen, fifty of which, two years old, and one at three years, went through this opera-

tion in one evening. The cord of a whip was faftened round the horns, and a rope

round one of the hind-legs. The animal being by this means thrown down on one

fide, its four legs were tied together. They then cut with a knife on the exterior fide

through all the integuments quite to the tefticle ; after this, they laid hold of the tefti-

cle and fcraped the funiculus, continually twilling it at the fame time, till the tefticle

came away.

Great complaints were made of the feed-veflels of the rumex fpinofus (Dubelties),

which grew very common here, as the Iharp prickles of them cut the feet of the Haves

and others, who walked bare-footed.

In wet years, the pharnaceum mollugo (Muggekruyd) grows copioully here, and is

faid to make the cattle, that feed on it, very fat.

Difficult as it is to come within reach of it, we at laft (hot a Korhaan, a bird which

in its flight cries, kok-karri, kok-carri.

The Secretary Bird {falco fecretaritis), made its appearance frequently, with its

beautiful head and long legs ; it runs very faft, and lives on the ferpents it catches. I

was told, that its young are not reared without difficulty, as they are very apt to break

their legs. Yet I faw at Conftantia an old bird that was tame. They lay two or three

eggs, and are faid to build their nefts with twigs upon bulhes. They are almoft always

found folitary, and in no great abundance.

The black-berries of a bufh called Kraijebofch, or Crow-bufh, were greedily de-

voured by the crows at the Cape.

On the 25th, we left The Fontein, and ferried over Berg-Rivier (Mountain River).

The root of Anife (Anys Wortel) was eaten here roafted, and tafted well ; it is

either roafted in the embers, or boiled in milk, or elfe ftewed with meat. The farmers

fometimes make their flaves dig up a large quantity of them, which they fell in town.

The root of the Gatagay is likewife roafted in the embers and eaten, but has a bad

and difagrceable tafte.

Wherever we went, we obferved a black beetle (^tricbius laticoUis') occupied the

whole day throughout in rolling large balls of dung with its hind-feet, and conftantly

going backwards. With its fore-feet it digs large holes in the fand, and alfo throws

the fand on one fide with its fcutellum. It probably lays its eggs in thefe balls, which

it afterwards buries in the fand. More than once we obferved two of the infefts here

fpoken of affifting each other in rolling away one of thefe balls.

The oats brought hither iVom Europe are now Idbked upon as the worft of weeds in

this country, as the grains are eafily ftiaken out of the ears by the violence of the

winds that prevail here, and fowing themfelvcs, choak up all the other corn. It is to

no purpofe to lay a piece of land fo fpoilcd fallow for feveral years, for when the field

cpmes to be ploughed up, the oats, having lain unhurt in the ground, fhoot up afrefh.

They gave the name of nightingale (Nachtigall) to a bird,- which in its notes and

geftures imitated feveral other birds.

The Oppblazers (^pneumora), a kind of grafs-hopper, were caught in the evening.

After fun-let they begin to make a fingular noife, by rubbing their barbed legs againft

their empty and tranfparent ftomach. It was fuppofed that this found was heard at a

great diitance. As 1 perceived that thefe, like many other nofturnal infects, were
1
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fond of light, I ordered a large fire to be made in the field, near which they were
caught, while they were marching up to it. Their whole body is, as it were, a bladder,

and fo empty, that thefe creatures cannot be carried about ftuck through with a pin,

like other infedts.

Nefls of finches (Joxia) made of the flalks of grafs, curioufly interwoven, hung on
the branches of trees over ponds, with a long and narrow neck, by which the bird ufed

to enter. This neck prevented the birds of prey from getting at the young ones, and
the water, over which the nefl; hung on low fhrubs and bufhes, kept off foxes and other

beafts of prey.

The cattle were liable to various grievous diflempers, of which they fometimes alfo

died.

The bloody ficknefs (Blaar or Bloodziekte) is a difeafe of the cattle, in which the

veins all over the body are extremely turgid. Letting of blood and violent exercife

were faid to be ferviceable in this diftemper. The flefh of fuch beafls as die of it, is

not eatable.

The fpongy ficknefs (Sponziekte) begins in this manner ; firfl a foot fwells, and then

by degrees the whole body. This diforder fometimes lafl three days, but at other times

proves fatal in as many hours. If the foot is taken off immediately, the creature's life

may be faved. The flefli of fuch an animal likewife is not eatable : this diftemper, in

my opinion, can proceed from no other caufe than the bite of fome ferpent, a kind of

reptile, which, in this warm quarter of the globe, is but too common.
The lame diftemper (Laamziekte) is, when the cattle are unable to ftand. It comes

on gradually, and is flow in its progrefs. After the death of the animal the bones of
its legs arc found to be quite empty, and without marrow ; inftead of which they are

filled with water.

The horned cattle, as well as horfes, are afflidted with the ftranguary, or a retention

of their urine, after feeding on the Euphorbia Geniftoides, which contains a milk that

does no injury to the ftomach and bowels, but corrodes the bladder, and efpecially ob-

ftrudls the urinary paffages. If the penis is prefTed, this vifcid matter is fqueezed out.

The peafants therefore either prefs it out, or with a ftraw pufh it back again. When
the cattle are fupplied with good and frefh water, this difeafe cannot get the upper hand j

but in fummer, when the water is thick and impure, fo that it cannot dilute the peccant

matter, the cattle die.

On the right fide of Groote Berg Rivier (or Great Mountain River) was feen Ribeck-
caftle, which is a high and large folitary mountain ; and to the left, Picket-berg. We
pafled by the Honing-bergen, and in the evening arrived at a farm belonging to one
G riling.

On the 26th we crofTed the river called Four-and-twenty- River, and came to the farm
of Arnhem, from thence to little Mountain River, and farther through Rood Zands-
kloof (Red-fand Valley) to Waferfland or Roode Zand. The cleft, through which we
paffed from the fandy plain, that lies low towards the Cape, but gradually rifes till it

comes to Roode Zand, is one of the few chafins left by the long ridge of mountains,

through which it is pofTible for a waggon to pafs, though, perhaps, not entirely without

danger. In fome places it was fo narrow, that two waggons could not pafs each other.

At fuch narrow pafTes as this, it is ufual for the drivers to give feveral terrible loud
fmacks with their long whips, which are heard at the diftance of feveral miles, fo that

the waggon that arrives firfl may get through unimpeded, before another enters it.

As foon as we had paffed the mountains as far as to Roode Zand, the country appeared
much higher than the fide from which we came. At one end this country is bounded

D 2 by
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by high mountains, called Winter-hoek (or Winter-corner), becriufe their tops, almoft

the whole year throughout, are covered with fnow; at the other -id it is open, with a

range of mountains projeding into it, and forming an angle, callea Moflertlhoek, and

grows wider and wider the nearer it approaches to the fouth.

We took up our lodging with a man of the name of De Vett, a defcendant of one of

the French families, which came with the firfl colonilts that fettled in this part of Africa,

to lay out vineyards, and plant fruit-trees.

Tintirinties is a name given to a fpecies of ornithogalum, with a white flower, from

the found it produced, when two ftalks of it were rubbed againft each other.

In order to give our cattle time to reft a little, and, in fome meafure, recover their

loft flefli, we pafled almoft a fortnight at this agreeable place, during which time we
had the opportunity of drying the plants and feeds we had already collected, and of

vifiting all the hills and mountains in the environs.

On the 28th, therefore, we fet out on an excurfion acrofs the cataradl and the moun-
tains, to a fadler's, named Swieger, and the next day went on to a man of the name of

Olivier, with\whom we left our horfes, and afcended the mountain on foot.

On the I ft of October, we made an incurfion over Mount Witfen ; on the other fide

of which was a trad of land, or rather a cleft in the mountain, narrower than Roode
Zand, but about four times higher. From this eminence, Table-mountain, near the

Cape, was feen : and by reafon of the coldnefs of this place, and the backwardnefs of

the fummer, the plants flowered here at leaft one month later, than in other parts of

the country. Snow frequently falls here to the height of three feet, which lies feveral

days; but higher up on the mountain, a ftill longer time. Behind this valley, moun-
tains were feen, and behind thefe, ftill higher ridges of other mountains ; on the other

fide of which, the Bokkevelden or Goat-fields, were faid to be fituated. In this nar-

row, lofty, and cold trafl: of land, there were feveral grazing farms, but no corn was
cultivated there, as this latter commodity could not be tranfported from thence over the

mountains. It took us up a full hour to pafs the mountain on horfeback.

Being returned to Roode Zand, the much celebrated Snake-ftone (Slange-fteen) was
fliown to me, which few of the farmers here could aflbrd to purchafe, it being fold at a

high price, and held in great efteem. It is imported from the Indies, efpccially from
Malabar, and cofts feveral, frequently ten or twelve, rix-doUars. It is round and convex

on one fide, of a black colour, with a pale afti-grey fpeck in the middle, and tubulated,

with very minute pores. When thrown into w^ater, it caufes bubbles to rife, which is a

proof of its being genuine, as is alfo, that if put into the mouth, it adheres to the palate.

When it is applied to any part that has been bitten by a ferpent, it fticks faft to the

wound, and extracts the poifon ; as foon as it is faturated, it falls oft ol itfelf. If it be

then put into milk, it is fuppofed to be purified from the poifon it had abforbed, and the

milk is faid to be turned blue by it. Frequently, however, the wound is fcarified with

a razor, previous to the application of the ftone.

I was informed that the Hottentots, when bitten by a ferpent, immediately go in

fearch of a toad, with which they rub the wound, and thus effeft a perfect cure. They
have alfo the art of extracting the poifon, by caufing another pcrlbn to apply his mouth
to the wound, and fuck it, after fcarifying the flefli all round it with a knife.

A ferpent {Q.Q[nhQx /cut. adb. k^"] . fquam. caudal. 1 24) was found here, called the

Boomflang (or tree-ferpent), on account of its being frequently found in trees. The
length of it was eight feet

; fupra lotus f'fcus, fquamh H>ica elei-ata carinatis ; fubtus

f9tHs Jiavefcens.

The
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The Tulbaghia Alliacea (Wilde Knofflook, or wild garlic), the root of which fmells

very ftrong of garlic, was reported to be a charm for ferpents.

With the poifon of ferpents, and the juice of the Sideroxylum Toxiferum (Gift-boom,

or poifon-tree), the Hottentots poifon their arrows, which they ufe againft antelopes and
wild buffaloes, as alfo againfl their enemies.

The fcrota of fheep are fometimes ferved up at table, roafted, and tafted very well,

but were apt to rife on the ftomach.

The Aponogeton Diftachyon (Waater Uynties, or water lilies) grew in many places,

in fhallow puddles of water, very plentifully, and from its white flowers that floated on
the water, exhaled a raoft fragrant odour. The roots roafted, were reckoned a great

delicacy.

Cucumbers, which were cultivated in the gardens, were ferved up at table, by way
of defert, being pickled firft in fait water, and afterwards in vinegar, with Cayenne
pepper.

From a decoclion of the folayium nigrum (or deadly night-fliade) and the fonchus
oleraceus (oi- fow-thiflle), which were found growing wild near almofl: every farm-houfe,

were formed, with wax and lard, fome excellent falves, for healing of wounds and
ulcers of all kinds, remedies which were as common as they were approved.

The fwallows (Jnruyido rujlica) were now, in the months of September and October,
extremely bufy in the mornings and evenings in building their nefts, and that in the

very houfes of the farmers, the doors of which are feldom fliut ; fometimes, though
very feldom, they fix their habitations in the clefts of rocks. They build their nefts

here of clay, which they work up with their bills, and carry in fmall fcraps to their

habitations, which thus become daily more round and complete. The fwallows, which
conftantly return hither at this time, migrate every year from hence, as they do in

Europe, without the country-people being able to afcertain whither they retire during
winter.

A report that was very general at Roode Zand, ftruck me with the greateft aftonifli-

ment, and excited my curiofity in the highcft degree. The inhabitants all aflured

me in one voice, that there was a bufli to be found on the mountains, on which grew
various wonderful products, fuch as caps, gloves, worfted ftockings, &:c. of a fub-

ftance refembling a fine plufti. I importuned almoft every body in the neighbourhood
to procure me, if poffible, fome of thefe marvellous products, and I refolved not to

leave the place till 1 fliould have unriddled this myftery. In the courfe of a few days,

I had feveral of the leaves brought me down from the mountains, which were covered
with a very thick fliag or down {tomentiim), and very much refembled white velvet.

The girls, who were ufed to the management of thefe leaves, began immediately, with
fingular dexterity and nicety, to ftrip off this downy coat, whole and entire as it was,
without rending it. After it had been taken oft' in this manner, it was turned infide

outwards ; when the green veins of the leaf appeared on one fide. Accordingly, as

the leaf was more or lefs round or oval, divers of the abovementioned articles were
formed out of it, the fliape being now and then aflifted a little by the fcilfars. The
ftalks of the leaves furniftied ftockings and ladies' fingered gloves ; the finaller leaves,

caps. So that the matter was not quite fo wonderful, as it was wonderfully related.

But in the mean-time, it remained ftill for me to find out to what plant thefe leaves

belonged, and this forced me to climb up myfelf the higheft fummits of the moun-
tains, where they grow. The plant, indeed, was not fcarce in thofe places, but
it coft ine a great deal of trouble before I could find one in flower, or in feed, and
when I did, I was convinced that this plant belongs to the genus of buplcurum

li^anteum.
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giganieum. The downy coat, refenibling fine wool, being well dr' J, was alfo ufed

for tinder, and anfwered the purpofe extremely well.

Roode Zand has a fine church, and its own appropriate min" r. To this parifli,

all who live farther down in the country muft neceffarily jlong ; though they

fcarcely come more than once a year up to the church, on wl i^h occafion they gene-

rally bring their children with them to be baptized.

On the 6th, having made here a fine colletHon of plant<;, birds, and feeds, and our

cattle being perfectly refrefhed, we left this beautiful fpot, and penetrated into the

country over feveral rivers, fuch as Harte-beefl's Rivic-r (where we took up our lodg-

ing for the firfl night with Michael de Ploi), Hex Ri'.i r, Breede Rivier, and fo on to

Matties Valley and Brandfteeg, and crofling Mattjes Kloof, arrived at the houfe of

Peter de Wett, near the hot bath, where we refted a day for the fake of ufing the bath,

and of vifiting the neighbouring mountains.

Before we reached De Ploi's houfe, near Harte-beeft's Rivier, we pafled by a moun-

tain called Slangenkop (ferpent's head), which may, perhaps, be confidered as the

mofl remarkable in its kind. It flands feparated from the other ridges of mountains,

like a large folitary rock, and is not very high. On one fide of it is a large and deep

crevice, which makes this rock remarkable, as every autumn almoft all the ferpents

of the neighbourhood creep into it, and aflemble together, in order to remain there

fecure and unmolefled, during their torpid ftate. Towards fummer, when the heat

begins to fet in, ferpents of many different kinds, and frequently coiled up together in

large knots, are feen coming out from this hole, in order to fpread themfelves after-

wards all over the fields, each to its refpeftive place of abode, and by means of proper

food, to recover the flefli which they have lofl in this retreat.

The colutea veficatoria bruifed, was ufed in difeafes of the eyes. The pyrus cydoniay

(or Quince-tree), grew here, being planted out for hedges.

The hot-bath has its fource at the foot of the mountain, on the eafl fide of the ridge,

in a fandy foil. The fprings are feven in number, one of which is very large, com-

pared with the others. The fecond or uppermoft, is of a midling fize, to the fouth-

ward of which the firfl is fituated, and the third clofe by it. Below thefe is a fourth,

and the fifth is fituated a few yards farther off, and between thefe two the fixth,

which does not fpring up in any one regular place, but bubbles up alternately out of

feveral places. The lowermoft is the largeft, and boils Mith great force. The water

is quite boiling-hot, fo as even to be fit for fcalding animals in. The fmoke is feen to

rife as it were out of a pot boiling over the fire, and continues fo to do in the flream

that runs down from it, to the diflance of two mufket-fhots. The fides and bottom

of the channel have no fediment ; but a green Conferva grows in it. The flones that

lay in the channel, and at this time were elevated a little above the furface of the water,

were neverthelefs covered with a grey coat, and in the channel a foft flone was
found, which might be fcraped with a knife, and was ufed inflead of chalk. A piece

of blue woollen cloth did not change its colour in the water, neither did blue fugar-

paper, a fign that the water contained no acid. By fugar of lead it was no otherwife

affeded than that it acquired the colour of milk, and with powder of Peruvian bark

it became rather brown. The vein runs always equally flrong, without increafing

or diminifhing
;

yet the water was faid to be hotter in fummer. Linen may be waflied

in it, without being coloured by it, and meat may be boiled in the ufual manner in

the bath itfclf, without acquiring any difagreeable tafte ; all which proves the purity of

this water.

From
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From the fprings, the water, in running down, gathers together into feveral cavities

of different fizes, in which people may fit down to ufe the bath. Over two of thefe

pits frnall huts were erefted for the convenience of the Company ; and to thefe cold

water could be brought at pleafure from a ftream that ran down from the mountains.
Indeed, it would be too venturefome to go alone into this bath ; as the heat of the

water, which increafes the palpitation of the heart, drives the blood into the ex-

tremities ; and the veins of the lower parts of the body, which are in the bath, become
fo expanded, that the blood is derived in too great a quantity from the head, and one
is in danger of falling into a fwoon in a quarter of an hour. Sometimes both naufea
and vomiting fupervene.

Among the invalids, who were here at this time for the benefit of their health, were
two who had a peculiar claim to our pity. The one was a countryman, who had a

malignant ulcer in his ftoinach, in confequence of being gored by a mifchievous ox :

he could not taKe any thing into his ftomach except a very fmall quantity of the bath

water, as he vomited continually. The other was a flave, who had a large flefliv ex-

crefcence on his right fhoulder, which had pufhed the arm out of joint before ; this

was occafioned by a fmart blow on the fhoulder-blade, that he had received by a fall.

The mcfcmbryatithemum cdiile grew here in great abundance, and efpeciallv in the

fandv ph'.ins, and was called Hottentots figs (Hottentots Vygen) the fruit when ripe

and peeled, tafting tolerably well ; it varies greatly in the colour of its bloflbms, which
are fometimes red ; at other times, carnation, yellow, or white.

On the 9th of Oftober we pafled over Maurice's Heights to Koree. From this hill

the mountain, in one of its doping fides, was feen to confifl: of flate {fcbiftus fcriptiira

Candida) in laminas, but very brittle and unfit for writing upon. On the other fide of
this eminence were feen alfo the Carrow Plains, which are very dry, fl;erile, and bare

of grafs, being covered with a great number of fucculent plants only, and buflies.

The prickly bufh of the arduina bifpinofa now bore ripe berries, which were faid to

be eaten by the Hottentots.

I had here an opportunity of feeing the fame operation performed upon a great

number of lambs, as I had before feen done with refpcft to oxen : the farmer himfelf

cafirating them with a fmall knife, with which he laid open the fcrotum. The teflicles

then were drawn out fucceflively, and very dexteroufly Separated.

In this place, where the farms fland clofer together than elfewhere, the fheep were
marked, and particularly in the cars. When it rained any great length of time, the

fheep grew ftiff, and fome of them died. In confequence of this, they were alfo at-

tacked with the dropfy (^a/cites), which the peafants cured by tapping them in the

belly.

The fheep are fometimes fhorn in this country, though the wool is feldom made ufe

of; but the fhecp-fkins are frequently ^iven to the flaves unfhorn.

The zy^ophjllum morgfana, a handfome fhrub, now adorned the hills with its bloiToms,

and appeared to be very proper for arbours.

A place or told, where fheep as well as horned cattle were inclofed in the open air,

was called a Kraal. This place was always near the houfe. It was furrounded either

by a mud-wall or by very prickly buflies. For the purpofe of letting the cattle in or

out, an opening was left, before which was placed a gate or door. In thefe parts,

where thue was plenty of wood, thefe kraals were inclofed by felled trees, confifting

of the mirnofa nilolica and arduina bifpincfn, the moft prickly of any almoft in all

Africa. Thefe fences keep otF wolvei-, forces, and other beafts of prey, as well in

confequence of their breadth, as by their prickles.

The
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The mimofa nilotka, while it is cutting down, may fometimes happen to fall upon a

man, and its prickles to enter deep into his body, on which occafion they may chance

to break off, and flick fad in it.

The antelopes eat the leaves of the mimofa niloiica, and frequently the prickles of

it run into their feet without doing them any injury.

In the crevices of the mountains a great number of Daffes {cavia capenfii) were

found, which were generally fuppofed to have the menflrual flux : and the fand-hills

to the right harboured near the fummit of their fides a deep white fand, which was

driven about by the wind.

In a river, which had a fmall creek, and in this a deep hole, I faw in miniature the

manner in which Nature forms whirpools, or Maalftroms. Above the hole, the froth

and other impurities were carried round in a direction contrary to that ot the current,

and were drawn down in the centre.

On account of the flooding of the rivulets we were obliged to remiin here a few

days ; and from hence we took our route on the 1 4th over the river Korce, which we
croflTed twice, and afterwards paffed over Sand River, which is frequently dried up,

to Riet Fontein (Reed Fountein) and farther over Clas Vogt's Rivier, to a farm which

at this time belonged to one Le Roux.

The vifcum capenfe, a parafitic plant, was feen diffeminated every where on the

branches of trees (efpecially of the rhus) by means of its berries, which the birds are

fond of.

On the 1 5th, pafllng by Gert's houfe, we croffed a very deep river, in our way to

Philip Bota's: and went from thence paft Drofki's houfe to Jacob Beta's.

Here they fhewed me a fpecimen of cat-fil\ .. {mica argentea^ found in the mountains,

which was mixed with a tranfparent and irregularly cryflalHzed calcareous fpar ; as alfo

a kind of bitumen, which the country-people were pleafed to call Daffes-p— ; fuppofing

it to be the infpilfated urine of the great mountain-rat {cavia capetifis) that is found

there. I was informed that this bitumen was to be found in great alnmdance in the

cracks and crevices of the mountain, efpecially at one large proiocling krants, or

fummit. The bitumen was very impure, and known to the country-people on account

of its great ufe in fradtures.

The branches of the wax-fhrub {myrica cordifoUa), the berries of which are covered

with a fat fubftance refembling bees-wax, were put whole into a pot of boiling-water,

in order to melt and fkim off the wax. It refembles grey impure wax, is harder

than tallow, and fomewhat fofter than wax. The farmers ufe it for candles, but the

Hottentots eat it like a piece of bread, either with or without meat.

On the 17th, paffmg by Bruynties Rivier and Leeuwe Rivier (Lion River), we came

to Keureboom's Rivier, which is fo named from the trees {fopbora capenfii) which grow

near it in abundance.

An infufion of the root of afclepias undidata was ufed as a remedy for the cholic.

Cryftals of gypfum, which were faid to be found in the mountains of Africa, were

ufed for cleanfmg ulcers, when pounded and fprinkled upon them.

On the 1 8th we paffed Pufpas Valley and Rivier, and arrived at Zwellendam, the

refidence of one of the Company's land-drofts, whofe jurifdiftion extends over all the

interior part of the country that lies beyond the fpot, and whofe oflSce is in fome

refped, though not abfolutely, fimilar to that of the governor of a province.

The acrid berries of thefagara capenfts were ufed both here and in other parts of

the country in the cholic.

2 After



thunberg's account op the cape of good hope. 25

After dining with the land-droft, M. Mentz, by whom we were received with the

greatefl: hofpitality, we continued our journey acrofs the broad river, knowTi by the

name of Buft'eljagt's Rivier, to one of the Company's pofts, called Riet Valley (Reed
Valley), where we flayed feveral days, to arrange the collcdions we had made, and to

repair our wretched carriage, which had been fhattered to pieces by the ftrong and
mountainous road ; a cart fo fmall, old, and crazy, that probably nobody, either be-

fore or after us, can boafl: of having made, in fuch a vehicle, fo long and dangerous

a journey into this mountainous country.

The plains now began to abound more in grafs, and looked fomething like meadows.
The mountains which had followed us, as it were, all the way from Roode Zand, now
terminated gradually in large declivities like fteps and hills. In the fame proportion,

likewife, the herds of cattle became larger, and occurred more frequently ; while the

vineyards and corn-fields which, however, were not wanting as yet, grew more and
more fcirce.

We were told that infectious diftempers frequently prevailed among the catile here,

and that the Boandziekte was not uncommon. It was dcfcribed as firft attacking the

lungs and li'er, and then the other parts of the body ; in confequence of which the

flefh became fo foft and tender, that there was hardly any cohefion left between the

fibres.

Not far from this farm of the Company's, which particularly furniflies it with large

timber, in a cleft in the mountains, flood a large wood, called Grootvader's Bofch,

or Grandfather's Wood. To this we made an excurfion, with a view of becoming
acquainted with the indigenous trees of Africa. After palling by a farm-honfe called

Rietkeul, we arrived at Duyvenhoek's Rivier, at a fpot which had obtained the name
of Helle (or hell) on account of the mountain at this part forming a very deep valley.

The forefl was very thick and lofty, but unfortunately the trees at this feafon had nei-

ther blolTom nor fruit on them, to fatisfy my curiofity.

Camadle-hout was a very fine fort of wood, ufed for the borders of chefts of drawers,

and of other pieces of furniture.

Stink-hoot fllink-wood), which refemblcs the walnut-tree, is a tall tree, and is ufed

for making writing-dofks and chefls of drawers.

Geel-hout, or yellow wood {ilex crocea), is a large tree, the wood of which is very

heavy, more or lefs of a pale yellow colour, and is ufed for making tables.

A rock cryftal that was found here was fhown to me, of the length of the little fin-

ger, and pointed at both ends.

A fpecies of pepper {piper capenfc) that was found in abundance in the wood here,

was called by the country people Staart Pepper or tail-pepper, and ufed by them as

a fpice.

We left our cart at the Company's poU, and in the place of it procured a large wag-

gon tilted over with fail-cloth, together with ten frefh oxen to continue our intended

expedition to the coafl of Caflraria.

Not far from this farm there lived a few Hottentots, who were fometimes employed
in the fervice of the farm and the Company. They were quite mad after brandy and

tobacco, and feemed to place their whole delight in filth and flench. Their bodies

were befineared all over with grcafe, and powdered with the powder of Bucku
{diofma) ; and to fliow us refpeft as ftrangers, they had painted themfelves befides with

red and black flreaks. The women wore a triangular piece of fkin, and the men a

bag or pouch, on the fore-part of their bodies, for the lake of decency. Round the

neck, arms, and waift, they were decorated with firings of blue, white, red, and
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motley coloured glafs-beads in feveral rows. Some of them wore rings of iron, brafs,

or leather round their arms. A fheep-lkin, thrown over their hips, and another over

their back, confUtuted the whole of their apparel. The tobacco-pipe was continually in

their mouths. They fubfifl: upon their cattle, and upon bulbous roots, which they

are very ready at finding out and digging up in the fields.

For want of clocks, the colonifts always meafure time by the courfe of the fun.

On the 23d and 24th wepaifed over Krakous Rivier, and Krakous Heights (Krakous

Hoogt), and at noon arrived at Vett Rivier, and afterwards crofling this river, paffed

by feveral farm-houfes.

In thefe plains the aloe-tree {aloe pcrfoliata\ from the leaves of which the gum aloe

diftils, grew in greater abundance than I ever obferved it to do in any other place.

The Iheep here were feeding on various poifonous plants, luch as the rhus Iticidum,

lycium afrum, ^c.
On the 25th we vifited Martin Lagrans, at Palmit Rivier, a farmer, who had as

many fowls as fupplied him with a hundred eggs every day.

From thence crofling Zoet-melks Rivier (New- milk River), and pafling by Zwarte

Valley, or Black Vale, we came to a farm called Wei te Vrede (Well fatisfied) near

Valfe Rivier (or Falfe River).

Hard-by Zwarte Valley, to the left, the rock plainly appeared to contain iron.

On the 27th pafling by Groote Valley, or the Great Valley, and crofling the broad

river, callfd Goud's River, we arrived at Daniel Pinard's.

Here we were informed, the rabies canina and vtilpina had prevailed.

I obferved that thepeafants here pradifed a curious method of clearing their poultry-

houfes from vermin. Thefe houfes are conllrufted of clay, almoft like large ovens ;

and when they are infecled with vermin, the owners have nothing more to do, than to

put a little ftraw into them, and fet it on fire, in order to be rid of thofe unwelcome
guefts.

On the 28th, we paflTed by a large rock, which, on account of its harbouring bees,

has obtained the name of the Honey Rock (Honing Klip), and reached a farm-houfe,

fituated near Attaquas Kloof. The Honey Rock yields, at a great difliance, a remark-

able echo, that repeats feveral fyllables fucceflively, on which account it was an object

of attention to us in this place.

The wood of the olive-tree {oka capenjis), which was white and very heavy, ferved

to make chairs of.

It is true, wheat was not fown here in great quantities, but the foil was faid to be

fo fertile, and the roots of the thinly-fown corn to branch out fo much, that every

grain always produced feveral ears. They affured us that they had frequently counted

twenty, nay, as far as eighty ears, that proceeded from one root. This I conceived

to be fcarcely credible, and in order to gain more accurate information on this fubjeft,

I undertook to count theui ni\ fclf in the field ; when I found, that from one fingle

grain of wheat, a great many ears had frequently fprung up, though the number of

thofe that I examined, did not amount to more than one and forty.

The Hottentots we had hitherto met with in our expedition had cither been brought

up by the lluropeans, or in the neighbourhood of their farms, and confequently were

often much altered from their natural ftate. Thofe we vifited now, and elpecially after

this period, lived moftly at a greater diftance from the Europeans, had fometimcs vil-

lages and families of their own, and prefented themfelves to us more and more in a

ftate of nature, that is to fay, in the ftate in which we were defirous of becoming

better acquainted with them.

10 A century
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A century ago it was much eafier to fearch into, and get acquainted with, the peculiar

manners and mode of living of this people, at which period they dwelt nearer the Cape,
were more numerous, and enjoyed their priftine liberty. Now, the way to their abodes
is very long, their focieties fmall, their manners and way of life much altered, and the

whole nation under great reftraint.

Some of thofe that lived as fervants with the colonifts fpoke Dutch tolerably well.

When the farmers firfl fettled in this part of the world, they found the Hottentots to be
very much afraid of gunpowder and fire-arms, not being able, as they exprefled them-
felves, to form the leaft idea of their arrows, meaning their balls, of which, after they

were fhot, they could not difcern the flight ; nor of their fcrews, which they could not

pull out again, as they could nails.

We heard frequent mention made of a Hottentot, who had died a few years before,

and who, in confequence of having been tofled by a wild buffalo, had loft the whole of
his lower jaw, notwithftanding which, he had lived twelve or thirteen years after the

accident. He could not fpeak a word ; as for his victuals, he pounded them between
two ftones, (which are commonly ufed by the Hottentots inftead of a peftle and mortar,)

and then crammed them down his throat with his fingers. He made, likewife, fhift to

fmoke tobacco, by holding his hand over the aperture. At laft he had the good for-

tune to fhoot the very buffalo which had brought this difafter upon him.

The leaves of the atragcne I't/icatoria were ufed by the country-people in this and
•other places, inftead of Cantharides. Bruifed, and applied to any part of the body, in

the fpace of half an hour they raifed a large blifter, which keeps open a long time.

The root alfo cut into llices, and applied to any part of the body, draws fo powerfully,

that if it lies on all night the fore will keep open for a month. This plant grew chiefly

near the precipices of mountains, and is ufed in rheumatic and other pains.

All along from Roode Zand, we had now proceeded nearly due foutli-caft, through

a country furrounded on both fides with mountains, of which the ridge that lay to the

right of us was now at an end, without reaching as far as the fea-fhore. 'I'he ridge we
had on our left ftretched ftill farther on, fo that, as we wifhed to penetrate deeper into

the country, we were under the necefTity of crofling it.

Such a pafTage may be eft'efted through Attaquas Kloof, a vale of fuch a length, that

it requires almoft a day's journey to pafs through it.

On the 29th, we took a refolution to fend our waggon this way, with Mr. Immelman,
and to make a round on horfeback ourfelves, through the verdant and woody country

of the Hautniquas, (which lay to the right of us, and extended quite to the fea-fhore,)

and aftierwards to crofs the mountains in another place, and join our waggon in Lange
Kloof.

With this view, pafTmg by Little and Great Black Rivers, we came to Zout Fontein,

a farm, belonging to a man of the name ofVivier; afterwards we rode through a

woody dale, and paft a colony, where we faw only a few Hottentots tending the cattle,

and at laft arrived at Klein Fontein, or the Little Fountain, near Wittel's Rivicr.

'Ihe following days we continued our journey paft two or three colonifts' houfes, to

George Bota, at his farm of Sandvliet, near Keerom Rivier, where we refted ourfelves

a little. In our road we caught a yellow forpent, fix inches long, and not venomous,
under fbme ftones.

Of the bark of the antbyllisy the Hottentots have the art of making ropes, by means
of which they afcend trees, as by a ladder, when they want to get honey out of thorn.

For this purpofe, they firfl tie a noofe round the trunk, in which they put one foot, then

E 2 they
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they faften another noofe higher up, and when mounted in that, untie the former, and

fo on.

Roads, that can be properly fo called, are not to be found in all this fouthern part of

Africa ;
yet the way which people in general take, when they travel, is pretty well

beaten in the neighbourhood of the Cape ; farther down in the country, indeed, very

often not the leafl veftige of a road appears. Therefore, in plains that are either very

extenfive, or covered with underwood, it may eafily happen that a traveller fhall lofe

his way ; fo that he ought to be well acquainted with, and accurately obferve, the

marks, by which he may get into the right road again. He muft fee then whether

there be any fheep's-dung in the field, which fhews that there is a farm-houfe in the

vicinity ; and likewife, whether he can difcover any herds of cattle grazing, or any

corn-field.

The country here, in general, confided of extenfive plains, full of rich pafture, in-

terfperfed with hillocks and valleys, that abounded in wood and water.

The trees in the woods were large and tall, but for the moll part crooked and mif-

(hapen, and at the fame time covered with mofs, like thofe in the northern regions.

The Hottentot women here wore a little cockle-fhell (ncrita hi/lrio, and the cypraa

jHoneta), by way of ornament, both on their caps, and round their wrifts, in the form

of bracelets. Their cap is a flip of buffalo leather, of a hand's breadth, without any

crown, ornamented on the outfide with thefe Ihells in various rows, according to the

different tafte and wealth of the owner.

The Hottentots of this place had a cuftom, which is not general with this nation, of

wearing a bag of leather, that hung by a ftrap over their fhoulders, quite down on their

hips. At the lower end it was ornamented with thongs of leather, like fringes, to

which were tied (hells, that made a rattling noife. This bag ferved to keep various

articles in.

Other Hottentot women wore on their heads a ftriped conical cap, made of feveral

naiTow flips of black, white, and brown lamb-ikins, in their natural Hate, fewed toge-

ther. Thefe caps were alfo, fometimes, decorated with glafs beads, fixed on them in

various forms, or hanging down like firings of pearls.

Round their arms and legs they generally wore rings of ox-hides, which I had here

the opportunity of feeing made. The flips, cut from the hide, were beaten till they

we;e quite round, and both the ends Ituck fo fall together, that it could not be per-

ceived where they were joined. Thefe rings they afterwards forced over their feet,

wearing, efpecially the women, fuch a number of them, as to cover half the leg or

more. I have alfo fometimes feen them wafli, and afterwards greafe thefe rings.

In the eggs of oftriches, as I was informed, a ftone was fometimes found, which was

fet, and ufed for buttons.

There are inftances of an European's having married a Hottentot woman, who has

then been baptized. But it has more frequently happened, that a colonift, without

regular marriage, has had feveral children by a Hottentot miflrefs, and that thefe chil-

dren have been baptized when they were feveral years old.

In many places I obferve the land to have been fet on fire for the purpofe of clearing

it, though in a very different manner from what is done in the north. Divers plains

here produce a very high fort of grafs, which being of too coarfe a nature, and unfit

food for cattle, is not confumed, and thus prevents frefh verdure from fliooting up

;

not to mention that it harbours a great number of ferpents and bealb of prey. Such a

piece of land as this, therefore, is fet on fire to the end that new grafs may fpring up
from the roots. Now if any of thefe places were overgrown with bufhes, thefe latter

1

1
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were burned quite black, and left ftanding in this footy condition for a great length of

time afterwards, to my great vexation, as well as that of other travellers, who were
obliged to pafs through them.

Almofl every day we were wet to the {kin, in confequence of deluging fhowers of

rain, which were fometimes accompanied with thunder. Though at this feafon they

have always fine weather near the Cape, it appeared as if winter and fhe rainy feafon

had not yet taken leave of this part of the country. The rain was the more trouble-

fome to us, as, befides that we had no opportunity of getting {helter here, and the fhort

intervals of fun-Oiine were not fufficicnt to dry us when wet to the ikin ; the ground, like- '

wife, efpecially of the hills, was now fo uct and flippery, that our horfes being, accord-

ing to the invariable cuftoni of the country, unfhod, flumbled continually, and in many
places we were in great danger of brciklng our arms and legs.

On the 2d of November we were overtaken by fome remarkably heavy fhowers,

when we crolled Quaiman's Drift, a river which, like many other rivers here near the

fea, rifes and falls with the tide ; and, after pafling through feveral woody vales and
rivers, at length arrived at Magerm<:a'o Kraal, a colony or grazing-farm, belonging to

Frederick Seelf.

More weary and wet, or in a worfe plight, we never could have been, and worfe we
could never have been accommodated than at this place. No European dwelt here,

but a black female flave adled in her mafter's abfence as miftrefs of the houfe, and had
the fuperintendance over a great herd of cattle, and over the Hottentots that tended

them. The houfe was an oblong cottage, conftrufted of timber, and daubed all over

with clay. In this I and my companions, with a great number of Hottentots, were
obliged to pafs the night, happy to have fome kind of fhelter from the rain, wind, and
cold.

As in the courfe of the few days fince we had left our waggon, we had made fome
colleftions, and therefore could not poflibly flow every thing upon our horfes' backs,

we were under the nccefTity of taking three oxen from the houfe above-mentioned, to

carry our baggage, and three Hottentots to lead them.

Oxen are much ufed in thefe parts, when tamed and broken in by the Hottentots, to

carry burdens. Thefe oxen have a hole through the cartilage of their nofe, in which
is put a flick, at both ends of which are faftened flraps, like a bridle, by the help of

which the oxen are guided.

In different places we obferved pits dug, like thofe in which wolves are ufually caught,

and in which, when well covered over by the Hottentots, buffaloes and wild beafls are

taken.

The Hottentots always carry the javelin or two (Aflligaysj with them on their jour-

neys. Thefe aflagays confifl of an iron-fpear hollowca out on each fide about fix inches

long, with or without an iron fliaft, which is fometimes round and finooth, and fome-

times grooved. This fpear is faftened with thongs of leather to a llcnder round flick,

five feet long, made of the affagay wood (ci/rtijiafi/gifica), and tapering towards the

end. With thefe lances, which they throw with great dexterity to the diftance even

of one hundred paces, they defend themfelvcs againd their enemies and wild beafls,

and are able to kill with them, buffaloes, and other animals.

Inftcad of China-vefTels and calabaflies, poverty had taught them to ufe the ftiells of

the tortoifes, which frequent the bufhes in the fandy plains, particularly the tejhuh

niimita and geometrica.

From their frequent hefinearing themfelves, as well as from the heat of the climate,

the Hottentot women have always very flabby breafts, that hang down very low. And
therefore.
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therefore, at the fame time that they carry their infants on their back, they can with

the gieateft eafe throw the bread to them over their flioulder. Thefe in fhape and fize

fometimes very much refembled calabafhes ; but among the curious fights that attracted

our notice in this folitary place, was a Hottentot girl, whofe breafls were fo long, that

they hung down as low as to her thighs, and were the largell that I ever faw among
this people.

Here, alfo, I learned a curious way of baking bread fpeedily without an oven. The
flour was kneaded up with water in the ufual manner to dough, of this afterwards a

thick cake was made, which was laid in the embers, and covered with them, fo that

in confequence of the heat communicated to it, it was foon thoroughly baked ; but

the afhes that adhered to it made it fo dirty, that they were obliged to fcrape it before

they could eat it.

The Hottentots always fit before the fire, fquarted down upon their hams, on which

occafion the women conftantly lay the covering of their modefty, which is here worn
in the form of a fquare, underneath them. The huts in thefe parts were formed of

wooden (lakes, round, and were convex and low, and covered witli ftraw mats, in the

form of a hay-ftack, with a fmall aperture in the front, where the fire is made.

At the dawn of day, on the 3d of November, we fet out again on our journey, and

crofled feveral rivers, fuch as the Krakakou, Ao, Koukuma, and Neifena. The woods
we pafled through were narrow, and full of prickly bufhes. We could find no other

paffage through them than the tracks of the Hottentots, fo that we were obliged to

creep on all fours, and lead our horfes by the bridle. Auge, the gardener, having

travelled this way before, was now our guide, and we had left the Hottentots v\ith our

oxen behind us. In the afternoon, we arrived at Koukuma Rivier. We forded over

one of its branches, and intended to pafs through a thicket to a farm which we dif-

covered on an eminence on the other fide of this thicket, belonging to one Helgert

MuUer ; but we had not advanced far into the wood before we had the misfortune of

meeting with a large old male buffalo, which was lying down quite alone, in a fpot

that was free from bufhes, for the fpace of a few fquare yards. He no fooner difco-

vered Auge, who went firft, than roaring horribly he rufhed upon him. The gardener

turning his horfe fhort round, behind a large tree, by that means got in fome meafure

out of the buffalo's fight, which now ruflied ftraight forwards towards the ferjeant,

who followed next, and gored his horfe in the belly in fuch a terrible manner, that it

fell on its back that inflant, with its feet turned up in the air, and all its entrails hang-

ing out ; in which ftate it lived almofl half an hour. The gardener and the ferjeant,

in the meantime, had climbed up into trees, where they thought themfelves fecure.

The buffalo, after this firft atchievement, now appeared to take his courfe towards the

fide where we were approaching, and, therefore, could not have faded in his way to

pay his compliments to me, who all the while was walking towards him, and in the

narrow pafs formed by the boughs and branches of the trees, and, on account of the

ruftling noife thefe made againfl my faddle and baggage, had neither feen nor heard

any thing of what had pafTed. As in my way I frequently flopped to take up plants,

and put them into my handkerchief, I generally kept behind my companions, that I

might not hinder their progrefs ; fo that I was now at a fmall diftance behind them.

The ferjeant had brought two horfes with him for his journey. One of them had
already been difpatched, and the other now ftood jufl in the way of the buflalo, who
was going out of the wood. As foon as the buffalo faw this fecond horfe, he became
more outrageous than before, and attacked it with fuch fury, that he not only drove

his horns into the horfe's breaft and out a^ain through the very faddle, but alfo threw

it
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- it to the ground with fuch violence, that it died that very inflant, and all the bones in

its body were broken. Jufl; at the moment that he was occupied with this latter horfe,

I came up to the opening, where the wood was fo thick, that I had neither room to

turn my horfe round, nor to get on one fide. I was therefore obliged to abandon him
to his fate, and take refuge in a tolerably high tree, up which I climbed.

The buftalo having finiflied this his fecond exploit, fuddenly turned round, and

fhaped his courfe the fame way which we had intended to take.

From the place I was in, and the eminence I had gained, I could plainly perceive

one of the horfes quite dead, the other fprawling with its feet and endeavouring to rife,

which it had not ftrcngth to do, and the other two horfes fhivering with fear, and un-

able to make their efcape ; but I could neither fee nor hear any thing of my fellow-

travellers and companions, which induced me to fear that they had fallen viftims to the

firft tranfports of the buffalo's fury. I therefore made all poUible haffe to fearch for

them, to fee if I could in any way afTirt; them ; but not difoovering any traces of them
in the whole field of battle, I began to call out after them ; when I difcovered thefe

magnanimous heroes fitting faft, like two cats, on the trunk of a tree, with their guns
on their backs, loaded with fine fhot, and unable to utter a fingle word.

I encouraged them as well as I could, and advifed them to come down, and get

away as faft as poflible from fuch a dangerous place, where we ran the rifk of being

once more attacked. The ferjeant at length burft nut into tears, deploring the lofs of

his two fpirited (feeds ; but the gardener was fo llrongly affeded, that he could fcarcely

fpeak for fome days after.

Thus we w ^nt back to the very fpot from which we fet out, and, after paffing fome
very tirefome hills arrived at the place of our deftination ; but as the ferjeant could not

crofs the river without a hurfe, I took him up behind me, and after having left him
my horfe, walked nn to the houfe.

Here my firlt care was to difpatch fome Hottentots to the thicket, to take the faddles

off the two horfes, which hereafter might be of fervice. Thefe Hottentots armed them-

felves with lances, their ufual weapons, and infoimed us that they had before obferved

that one iolitary buflalo haunted that wood, which, as they faid, was fo fpiteful, that

he had been driven away from the herd by the other buffaloes, and was obliged to live

alone.

No European was to be found in this place, there being none but Hottentots, nor

any other hut than thi fe which were itihabited by tlie Hottentots themfelves, and which,

on account of the vennin they harboured, no European, even in a cafe of the greateft

neceffity, could ever think of lodging in.

We were therefore obliged, with a Itraw mat under us, a faddle under our head,

and a fire at our feet, to pafs the night in the open air. Fortunately for us, the fky

was very clear and ferene ; but at the fame time the cold was fo great, that we could

not fleep, being obliged every hour to rife and warm ourfelves all over before the fire,

for the purpofe (-f making which, we had had the torefight to ordi'r a fufficient quan-

tity of logs and brulh-wuod to be brought to the hut the night belore.

Himp (^cannabis fativn) was cultivaied heie bv the Hottentots in a very fmall inclo-

fure. 'I'his is a plant univerlally ufed in tliis country, though for a purpofe very differ-

ent from that to vA-hich it is applied by the indiiltrious l'.uropean. The Hottentot loves

nothing fo well as tobacco, and with no other thi-^g cm i)e be fo eafily enticed into a

man's fervice; but for (moking, and for producing a pleafing intoxication, he finds

this poifonous plant nut futlicieiitly (trong, and therefore in order to procure himfelf

this pltafure more fpeedily and delicioully, he mixes his tobacco with hemp chopped
very
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very fine. It is furprifing, that this nation, although, before the arrival of the Europe-

ans it had no intercourfe with the reft of the world, and confequently was ignorant of

the ufe of tobacco, fliould, notwithftanding, bectmie fo diftractedly fond of this poifon-

ous plant ; and that for it and brandy they could be induced to fell to the Dutch a

confidcrable portion of their land near the Cape ; a tranfaftion which has coft them fo

dear, both with refpeck to their liberty and to the land of their fore-tathers.

On the 4th we quitted this place, and in the evening reached Peter Plant's farm,

called Melkhout Kraal, near the Deep River.

The ferjeant was obliged to put up with an ox by way of nag for two days, as no

horfe was to be found hereabouts ; this anfwered tolerably well, though it was very

fatiguing, as well on account of the breadth of the ox's back, as becaufe he could ufe

no ftirrups.

On the 5th we crofted Pifang Rivier, to go to Jacob Bota's farm, called alio Pifang

Rivier.

This farm, which was entirely a grazing farm, was fituated not far from the fea-ftiore,

and a whole fociety, confifting of more than fifty Hottentots, were here in the fervice

of this farmer, lived in his vicinity, and were fupported by him. The harbour here

was very wide and beautiful.

The farmer Jiimfelf was not at home, having fet out for the Cape that very day ; but

an old faithful Hottentot was in the mean-time our kind and attentive hoft, and gave us

all neceftary affiftance.

My two fellow-travellers, not havmg yet got the better of their terror, and wearied

out with the many croffes they had met with in the courfe of their journey, now refolved

here to fet bounds at once to their dangers and their curiofity, fmall as this latter was,

and to make the beft of their way back from hence to the Cape, where they might get

more wine to drink, and be lei's liable to be frightened by buffaloes. But when I

reprefented to them what a cowardly appearance this would have, and that they had

made but a fmall coUedion as yet, likewife that we were feparated from our waggon,

our other fellow-traveller, and the reft of our baggage ; adding befides, that though

they ftiould accompany me no farther, I was neverthelefs determined to purfue my
journey, they were at laft perfuaded to alter their refolution.

However, I let my doleful companions reft here for a few day^s, while I vifited the

fea-fliore, and the adjacent mountains, which were covered with Ihrubs and bufties of

various kinds, and particularly with the arduina bifpinofa, fo that in feveral places they

were impenetrable ; and in thefe I was frequently fo much entangled, that I was obliged

to crawl for a long way on the tops of the ftitf bufties, which with their fliarp prickles

tore my hands and clothes all to tatters. The bare-footed Hottentot who accompanied

me, was fo much lacerated and fo bloody, as to be a real object of compaftion ; but in

my fearch after plants, having loft my way in the thicket, we had no other refource

left. At the foot of the mountains were flat rocks, on which feals lay fleeping in the

fun ; a circumftance, whence the mountain has its name of Robbeberg (or Seal Moun-
tain). It projects. a great way into the fea, like a peninfula, and is covered with fmall

fea-ftiells i^cotcha).

The Robbeberg is a fingular mountain, and diffierent from any other that I have feen

in Africa. Its middlemoft ftratum is a very firm concretion of round and irregularly-

ftiaped pebbles, and indurated lime, about four fathoms broad. It perfectly refenibles

a piepe of mafonry. The uppermoft ftratum appeared to me to be a brownifh rock.

The lowermoft is fand-ftone. On another fide of the mountain there is a heap of

indurated fand, a\ hich the water has fcooped holes into. In fome places the fand had
concreted
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concreted with clay in a tubular form, and large maffes of it had fallen down. The
flat foot of the mountain, towards the fea, had various holes in it of different fizes, fome
of them as round as if they had been turned, and others oblong. On one fide, the

lowed Itratum was a whitifh-grey quartz, that was greafy to the touch. 'I'he mountain
had, moreover, long clefts and crevices, in which hung a number of thick ftaladtites,

covered with a fine down-like fubltance, whicli was fometimes quite green. The fand-

ftone was of a very fine grain.

Thejirelitfta, with its yellow flowers and blue ne^ariam, grew near this fpot, and
was one of the moft beautiful plants, of which the bulbs were procured to fend to Eu-
rope. The Hottentots were faid to eat the fruit of it.

The Hottentots were at no great pains in drefling their viduals. Buffalo's flefti was
merely cut into ffices, and then fmoked, and at the fame time lialf broiled in the embers
over a few coals ; this was eaten without bread, though, perhaps, it was in the firll

ftiage of putrefatlion.

It is a cuftom among the Hottentots, that if a cow is barren, flie mufl: be killed ; but

in this cafe its flefh is eaten by married people only, and not by thofe that are fmgle.

Greafe is the great dainty of the Hottentots, which they are not only fond of eating,

but can alfo drink without finding any inconvenience from it.

The fmall huts of the Hottentots are at times fo full of vermin, both of the hopping
and creeping kind, as not to be habitable by them : they are then forced to remove
them to another place, a removal which does not take a very long time, neither is it

particularly expenfive. I have feen it performed with the greateft agility and difpatch.

Firfl, a few withies were fixed in the earth, and bent in the form of arches to determine

the height of the hut, and give it a rotund figure. Thefe are afterwards covered with

rufhes, or mats made of rulhes (^cyperus iexiilis), which keep out both wind and rain.

All round the bottom dung is laid, to make the hut tight and clofe in that part.

Su Koa (Potteflaan) was the name given by the Hottentots to a drum they fometimes

ufed to beat to their mufic. Over a pot with water in it was extended a flieep-fkin,

which had previoufly been well foaked, and was tied round the edge of the pot with a

leathern thong. The fingers of the left-hand being placed near the edge, and the

thumb in the middle, they beat with the two firfl fingers of the right-hand upon the

other edge, which produced a dull heavy found, that had nothing pleafing in it. To
this wretched mufic a Hottentot would dance in the following manner : holding in his

right-hand a itring faffened to the roof or wall, and remaining on the fame ipot, he
hopped firfl on one foot, and then upon the other, all the while beating time with them.
During this he writhed his body in various curves, and threw his head from one Ihoulder

to the other in a feniicircular direclion ; all the while finging, and all this to a certain

modulation. One of thefe dances will fometimes lafl a confiderable time, and throws
the dancer into a violent perfpiration. They always wipe the fweat off their faces with

a fox's tail.

I obferved feveral things for which the Hottentots had no words in their own lan-

guage, fuch as Coffee, Houfings, Company (Compagnie).
The women carried their infants on their backs under the flicep-lkin, which they call

a Krofs ; the child was faflened by a leathern ftrap that went round the mother's and its

own neck, and was farther fecured by another flrap that pafled over the krofs under its

pofleriors, the mother all the while attending to her bufinefs as ufual.

Some ot the women here wore firings of glafs-beads round their legs, others had the

dependent fides of their krofs ornamented with beads, which, among other things, they

receive of the farmers for their wages. Others had a tortoife-fliell hanging at their backs,
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ill which they preferved either their tobacco or bucku {diofma). For want of clay

tobacco-pipis they ufe wooden ones.

The fanners themfelves, for want of proper veffels, were often obliged to keep

their milk and honey in leathern bags.

• The fields hereabouts were full of wild buffaloes, fo that it was not uncommon to

fee u hundred or two of them in a herd. They generally lie flill in the thickets and

woods in the day-time, and in the night go out into the fields to graze.

The houfe in which we were lodged was roomy and large, \A'ell conftruded of clay,

with doors, and with Ihutters before the window-holes, as glafs windows could not

be eafily procured from fo great a diftance as the Cape. The whole roof in the kitchen

was hung with thick flices of buffalo's fiefh, which, being dried and fmoked, they eat

as hung-beef.

Buifalocs were fhot here by a Hottentot, who had been trained to this bufmefs by

the farmer, and in this manner found the whole family in meat, without having re-

courfe to the herd. The balls were counted out to him every time he went a fhooting,

and he was obliged to furnifli the fame number of dead bufialoes as he received of

balls. Thus the many Hottentots that lived here were fupported without expence,

and without the decreafe of the tame cattle, which conflitute the whole of the farmer's

wealth. The greateft part of the flefh of the buffalo falls to the fhare of the Hotten-

tots, but the hide to that of the mafler.

The Hottentots drelfed the buffaloes' hides in the following manner : the hide was

flretched out on the ground by means of flakes, after which warm allies were ftrewed

over it, and the hair fcraped off with a knife or fpade.

For want of the fhoes ufually worn in other places, which could not be procured fo

far up in the country, and which frequently even the farmers at the Cape cannot

afford to buy, they generally wear here what are called field-flioes, which the country-

people ufually make themfelves, in a way peculiar to them, for the mofl part of bufialo

leather, fometimes of neats leather, and fometimes, though more rarely, of the ftriped

hide of the zebra.

It was pleafmg to obferve with what cordiality the Hottentots, as well thofe who
lived upon the farm, as the ftrangers who had accom.panied us hither, offered each

other the regale of the tobacco-pipe. Having fet themfelves down in a circle, the

pipe went from one to the other round the whole company. Each man taking a few

large whiffs, at laft gets his mouth full of fmoke, a fmall part of which he fwallows,

and puffs out the remainder through his nofe and mouth.

From the woods of Houtniquas the peafants, who live near the diftrift of Mufcle

Bay, fell both rough and cut timber, notwithftanding the length and roughnefs of the

road ; but from hence the farmers have nothing elfe to carry to market, except oxen

for flaughter, and butter. If any kind of navigation were fet on foot, either from

this coail or from Mufcle Bay, the carriage would be eafier, and the commodities,

efpecially the timber, cheaper ; but this has as yet either not been thought of, or elfe,

perhaps, it has not been deemed of any ufe.

Our creft-fallen ferjeant having now in fome meafure recovered his fpirits, and pro-

cured the loan of a faddle-horfe here, we refumed our journey on the loth of Novem-

ber, travelling up the country, and towards the mountains, in liopes, on the other

fide of them, of meeting with our waggon, and better fortune. Paffmg by another

farm, belonging to Bota, we went through two rivers to Malagafs Kraal j and after-

wards proceeded up Keureboom's Rivicr to Jackall's Kraal.

At
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At Keureboom's Rivier, Houtniquas Land terminated on this fide, a land abounding

in grafs, wood, and buffaloes. We farther rode over the mountains, and all along

them beyond Keureboom's Rivier to Peter Jager's farm.

Here we were refrefhcd, thirlly as \vc were, with Hottentots fack-milk, as it is called,

which, perhaps, few travellers, unlefs urged by extreme thirft, will be able to prevail

on themfelves to tafte. It is a very acid, cool, and refrelhing milk, remarkable as

well for the veffel in which it is kept, as for its great age. I had formerly imagined,

that the four milk of Norrland (in Sweden), which is feveral months old, was the

oldefl: milk in the world, but I now found that the Hottentots fack-milk might at leafl:

be confidered as frrand-mother to the Norrland milk. Ihe veffel in which it is keot,

is the hide of an antelope (Eland, Capra Oreas), which is fewed up clofe together,

and hung up againff the wail. Other hides were faid to be not fo fit for the purpofe.

In one of thefe facks thus hung up, new milk is put, which turns four and coagulates.

Every day more new milk is poured in, which likewife foon coagulates, as the fack is

not cleaned out for the fpace of feveral months at leail, and frequently not for a year

or two.

The Hottentots feldom churn any butter ; and when they do, it is only to befmear

themfelves with. The iVIaquas Hottentots are faid to churn in the following manner :

new milk is poured into a leather bag, which two Hottentots holding by the ends, fliake

the milk in it from one end to the other, till it coagulates.

On the nth, we paffed over the very lofty mountains that lead to I.ange Kloof, in

our way to farmer Matthew Zondag's. Watery clouds hung all over the mountains,

by the piercing vapours of which, though it did not rain, we were wetted quite to the

ikin. The fides of the mountain that we paffed over, were fometimes fo fteep, and
the path fo narrow, that we did not crofs it but at the hazard of our lives, and fhud-

dered when we looked down the precipice. The country on the other fide, or Lange
Kloof, was very elevated, in comparifon with that from whence we came, and confe-

quently the mountains there were low, when compared with the dreadful height which
they exhibited on the other fide, towards the fea coafi.

At this farm they made foap from -a ley, prepared from the Canna Bulli (Salfola

Aphylla), which was boiled a long time and infpiffated ; when mutton fuet was added
till the mafs acquired a proper confiftencc. It was then poured out, and formed into

long fquares.

On the 13th, we paid a vifit to Peter Frere, a man who was a great hunter of ele-

phants, and had made long journeys, as far as into the country of the Caffres. Among
other particulars, he informed us, that the Hottentots cannot count farther than five

in their own language.

On the 16th, going from this man's farm here, called Mifgunfl (or Knvy), on the

banks of Diep Rivier (or the Deep Rirer), we paffed by another farm of his, near

Aapies Rivier, in our way to Klipp-drift, and afterwards acrofs Krakcel Rivier, to

Matthew Strcidung's.

Here I faw a great number of tombs, confiding of fmall heaps of ifones. I firictly

enquired afier their origin, but noEiu-opean could give me any account of them. An
old Hottentot informed nie, that thf iiiliabitants of this tracl had died of ulcers, in great

numbers, which gave me no fmall reafon to conclude, that this place had been well

inhabited, and even populous, and that it w.is the iinallpox which had made this

extraordinary devafiation.

On the 17th, after paffing Peter Nickert's farm, railed Onverwagt, wo went over

Waageboom's Rivier, to Henry Kruger'-.

F 2 The
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The wild Turkey (Tantalus), which now began to make its appearance, was faid to

quit the country during the winter, and to return in the months of September and

October.

The Meloe Chichorei, with its many varieties, devoured the beans, and other pro-

duds of the gardens.

In Lange Kloof it is very cold in the winter, and fnow falls, juft as at the back ot

Witfen Mountain.

On the 1 8th, we arrived at Thomas Frere's, near Kromme Rivier (or Crooked

River).

The country as far as here, gradually fank lower and lower as it proceeded towards

the fea-fhore, fo that Lange Kloof was far more elevated than the country about

Kromme Rivier.

On the 1 9th we arrived at EiTebofch, a fine foreft, in almoft a plain and level

country. It had rained the whole day, and it continued pouring during the evening

and night, fo that being wet to the fkin, we were under the necefllty, four of us, to

crouch under the tilt of our waggon, in expeftatibn of better weather in the morning.

The Hottentots, who accompanied us, were obliged to take fhelter under the waggon,

as it was quite impoflible to keep up any fire.

On the 20th, fair weather and fun-fliine ; but as we could not get at any dry

clothes, we were obliged to let thofe we had on, dry on our bodies in the fun. We
now rode on to Diep Rivier, Leuwe-bofch Rivier, and fo on to Zee-ko Rivier.

Here we were informed, that lions were fometimes feen in the mountains, and

that they had formerly reforted thither in great numbers ; but were now moftly

extirpated.

The Bread-tree (Zamia Caffra) is a fpecies of palm, which grows on the hills, below

the mountains, in thefe trads. It was of the height and thicknefs of a man at moft,

very much fpread, and fingle. I have fometimes feen from one root, two or three

ftems fpring. It is out of the pith (jncdulla) of this tree, that the Hottentots contrive

to prepare their bread. For this purpofe, after fcooping out the pith, they bury it

in the earth, and leave it there for the fpace of two months to rot, after which they

knead it, and make it into a cake, which, in their ufual flovenly and filthy manner,

they flightly bake in the embers. I obferved that the tree flood in dry fterile places,

between ftones, and grew flowly.

At Kromme Rivier, a fhell-fifh (^folenfiUqua) was faid to be found in holes in the

banks, which it is impofiible to catch by digging after it ; but the method of fifhing

for it was, by running a (lake into it, and then drawing it out.

The ridge of mountains, which at Roode Zand we had on our left hand, and after-

wards in Lange-kloof on the right, and which were continued quite from Witfenberg,

now terminated here before it reached the fea-fhore ; whereas the ridges on our left

hand were continued farther, and had the Carrow plains behind them.

The berries of the Guarri bufli {cuclea undulata) liad a fweet tafte, and were eaten

by the Hottentots. Bruifed and fermented, they yield a vinegar, like that made from

Pontac.

The craffula fctragona, as being fomewhat of an adringent nature, boiled in milk, in

the quantity of a handful, is ufed as a remedy for the diarrhoea.

On the 2 2d, we arrived at Jacob Kock's, near the mouth of Sea-cow River, not

far from the fea-fhore, a man whom we now vifited for the fecond time in the courfe of

our journey.

12 The
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The interior coat of the ftomach of (heep, dried, pulverized, and taken inwardly, was
faid to excite vomiting, and to be ferviceable in fevers.

The blood of a hare was afferted to be a cure for the St. Anthony's Fire, if rags

dipped into it, and then dried, M-ere worn upon the body, but not applied to the part

affected.

Many people here likew ife concurred in affuring us, that the blood of a tortoife, ufed
externally, as well as internally, was of the greateft fervice to fuch as were wounded by
a poifoned arrow.

At this place we ftaid feveral days, as well with a view to regulate and put in order

what we had already collected, as to inveftigate all the neighbourhood, and likeM-ife

to give reft and pafture to our weary and emaciated cattle.

During this time, however, we made a journey on horfcback to Cabelijauw Rivier,

and from thence to Camtour's Rivier, which is very broad and deep, and by which alfo

Looris Rivier empties itfelf into the ocean.

Hottentots and Caffres lived promifcuoufly near this river, as on the frontier of the
two countries, the real Caffraria beginning feveral miles further up in the country.

The Caffres that lived here, were taller than the Hottentots, more undaunted and
valiant, better made, blacker, and ftronger. They wore round their arms, by way
of ornament, rings, either of iron or ivory, and were armed with javelins, Mhich they
knew much better how to manage than the Hottentots did. The ivory rings were half

an inch in breadth, and they general wore feveral of them on each arm.

Their dances were extremely curious. Two or more of them placing themfelves

fide by fide, or back to back, balanced themi'elves on their toes, Itriking^ the ground
now and then with their heels ; during which, they moved every limb, and almoft

every mufcle, efpecially their eyes, forehead, neck, head, mouth, and chin, keeping
time in every motion. The mufic to this dance was a rough fcreaking kind of finging,

accompanied fometimes with a whiftling noife, to produce which, they drew their lips

on one fide, fhewing their teeth, from between which the found iffued. The women
kept running about all the while, finging and jumping to the fame time, with a con-
tinual motion of their head and limbs.

In the tip of one ear they had a hole, in which was ftuck a porcupine's quill.

We were fhewn here ear-rings of two different fhapes, made of copper, mixed with
filver, which they faid they had obtained from nations living farther up in the

country.

Here too we faw bafkets wrought by the Hottentots, that were fo tight and clofe, as

to hold milk or water. Bottles alfo made of the bladders of the rhinoceros, were ufed
for the fame purpofe.

The Caffres, as well as the Hottentots, have in each village, or horde, a chieftain,

on whom they frequently beftow that appellation of captain, and who is their leader in

their hunting expeditions, and againft their enemies.

Thefe nations, though dcftitute of fire-arms, neverthelefs kill buffaloes and wild
beafts with their javelins, called alfagays. When a Caffre has difcovered a fpot where
feveral buffaloes has affembled, he blows a pipe, made of the thigh-bone of a (heep,

which is heard at a great diftance. In confequence of this, feveral of his comrades
run up to the fpot, and furrounding the buffaloes, and at the fame time approaching
them by degrees, throw their javelins at them. In this cafe, out of eight or twelve
buffaloes, it is very rare for one to efcape. It fometimes happens, however, that while
the buffaloes are running off the premifcs, fome one of the hunters, who ftands in the

way
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way of them, is tofled and killed, which, by the people of this nation, is not much
reo^arded. When the chace is over, each cuts off his (hare of the game that is killed.

Rcfides the wild animals they may chance to take in hunting, the Caffres, who
inhabit the mofl delightful meadows that can be imagined along the coaft, poflefs

large herds of tame horned cattle. Their oxen are commonly cafy to be diftinguiflied

from others, as they cut them in the lower part of the neck, in fuch a manner, that

long flips of (kin hang down from it ; they likewife do the fame with refped to their

ears, and force their horns to grow in various fmgular forms. The Company got

formerly from them and the Hottentots, a great number of cattle, fit for flaughter, in

exchange for tobacco, brandy, glafs-beads, and bits of iron ; but now this is feldom

the cafe, although this traffic is prohibited to all the farmers.

The Hottentots, in the fervice of the colonifts, frequently ufe tobacco-pipes of clay,

though thefe are fo fhort, that the bowl of the pipe comes into contaft with their

lips. They are fliort, becaufe in the carriage of them to fo great a diftance from the

Cape, they are apt to break. But otherwife, both Caffres and Hottentots ufe a pipe,

either made of a long, flender, and hollow flick, with a hole near one end of it, in

which is put another hollow ftick that is fliort, and has at top a cyHndrical flone,

which is hollowed out, and is the bowl that holds the tobacco ; or inftead of the

long Hick, an antelope's horn, viz. of the capra oryx, near the pointed end of which

is bored a hole ; in this is put a fliort hollow (lick, and upon that the fl;one-bowl.

In fmoking, they ftretch their mouths over the wide end of the horn, and draw in a

few large whiffs. The fmoke they keep fome time in their mouths, and then fwallow-

ing a part, puff the reft out again. The pipe then paffes on to the next, and fo goes

round the whole circle. When (trangers come to a kraal or village, they are always

treated with the tobacco-pipe, which circulates in due form from one to the other.

The Hottentots had boiling veffels of burnt clay, of their own making.

The beans of the guajacum afrum, though a poifonous Ihrub, are boiled and eaten

by the Hottentots. Their water they keep in the intcltines of animals. The women
who carried their children on their backs, gave them fuck under their arms, by bend-

ing the little creatures' heads down to thebreail.

Sea-horfes (or Sea-cows, Hippopotamus) were (till to be feen in great numbers in

Camtour's River; though many of them have been fliot of late, and confcquently

their imn^ber has been greatly diminiflicd. The proce[l'us mnmtlliiris of this animal was

faid to be an effedtual remedy for the ftone and gravel. We wounded indeed feveral

of thefe huge beads, hut could not kill them ; neither did any of them come up the

following night, though we ftaid till the next morning.

A few Hottentots who had pitched their tents here, for the purpofe of confuming a

fea-horfe that had been Ihot fome time before, lived in the midlt of fuch a ftench, that

we could hardly pafs by them without being fuffocated.

A great number of the Caffres accompanied us back to Sea-cow River, and difplayed

various fpecimens of their arts, probably with a view of getting fome of our good
tobacco, to which they had taken a particular fancy.

Wc were told here, that a colonilt had been bitten in the foot fome time before by
a ferpent, of the fpecies called Ringhals (or Ringncck) as he was walking along in

the grafs barefoot, as is the cuftoni here, in default of flioes and ftockings, which the

peafants feldom wear, except when they go up to Cape Town or to church. I informed

myfclf accurately of the fymptoms produced by the bite. It feems the man was feveral

miles diltant from home when he met with this accident. He then immediately dif-

patched his flave to his houfe to bring him a horfe with all fpecd, on which he went

home.
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hjine, after having bound up his leg tight, in order to prevent the poifon from fpread-

iiig upwards. On his return home he grew fo fleepy, that his wife could not, without

great dilliculty, keep him awake. He alfo became quite blind in an inflant, and re-

mained lb lor the fpace of a fortnight. His leg was fwelled to fuch a degree, that the

flefh covered the bandage over, like a fheath, infomuch that it could not eafdy be re-

moved. An incifion was made round the wound with a knife, and the foot wafhed

with lalt-water. He drank new milk copioufly, and that to the quantity of feveral pails-

full in a night, but call it all up again. After this the ferpent-fione was applied to the

wound. By means of this he gradually recovered ; but flill, though it is now feveral

years fmcc the accident happened, he has pains in the part on any change of weather,

and at times the wound breaks completely out again.

'I'hc cattle, which conftituted the farmer's wealth in thefe plains, were fubjeft to

feveral, and thofe peculiar, dileafes.

I'he Tung-ziektc is a difeale of the cattle, in which veficles or bladders break out

on the tongue, difcharging a thin ichorous matter. In confequence of this diflemper

the cattle cannot eat, but grow lean, and fomeiimes die. The farmers are accuftomed

to rub the bladders ofl" with I'alt.

The Klaw-ziekte is a difeai'e, in which the hoofs of the cattle grow loofe, fo that

they cannot walk. It appears to proceed from ihefummer heats, efpecially if the oxen
have been driven on journeys in the day-time. This diitemper is eileemed here to be

infedious. It is certain, that it attacks one ox after another fucceflively, fo that I

have feen whole droves affecled with it ; but it feems to me rather to proceed from
fome common and general caufe than from infe£tion. At firft they are lamed by it,

and afterwards become unfit for journeys. This difeafe, however, leaves them in

geiaeral of its own accord in the courle of one or two weeks.

I law fome Chinefe hogs here belonging to different farmers.

A yellow Chryfomela devoured and did great damage to the culinary vegetables in

the gardens.

In the beginning of December we direcled our courfe back again, after we had re-

frefhed our oxen, and vifited the country farther up than it has as yet, on that fide of

the Cape, been inhabited by Europeans.

In our journey up J-.ange Kloof, I obferved at one farm, the no lefs convenient than

advantageous contrivances of the hufl)andmen to apply the rivulets tiiat run down from
the mountains, to the watering of their vineyards and gardens. Tlic water is always

condudted over thefe lands in a channel to the more elevated parts, from whence they

let down little rivulets or flreams between the vines and beds. When there is no oc-

cafion for watering, thefe itrcamlets are flopped up with a little earth. By the fame
methods water was carried to mills, fifh-ponds, and other places.

On the 6th we returned to Matthew Zondag's, and on tiie 7th arrived at Wolfe-
kraal ; on the 8th, having eroded Keureboom's Rivier, we proceeded to Dicp Rivier,

and on the loth came to Gans Kraal (Goofe Kraal). Behind the low mountains lay

Camenaille Land.

The fickles for reaping corn were jagged at the edge like a faw.

The lycyperdon carcinomalc grew here on the ant-hills, the brown powder of which
was faid to be ufed in cancers.

On the loth we came to Ezelsjagt ; on the i ith to Dorn Rivier (or Thorn River),

afterwards to Grootc Dorn Rivier, keeping always to the right, and leaving Attaquas
Kloof to the left.

On
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On the 13th we crofled the barren Carrow plain, and paid a vifit to Gert van

Nimwegen.
The (heep here ate the tender leaves of the mtmofa nWotica.

The Meloc Cichorei did great damage to the apple-trees and other vegetables in

t he gardens, the leaves of w hich they confumed entirely.

A mefembryanthemum, with a white flower, was chewed by the Hottentots, for the

purpofe of quenching their thirft, after it had been fulTered to putrify, and been pro-

perly prepared.

A fpecies of Coccus, called Harpuys, that was found on the branches of trees, was

faid to prove mortal to flieep.

On the evening of the 14th, we arrived at Gert Clute's farm, at Slange Rivier

(Snake River), which lay fo deep in the cleft of a mountain, that I fliould fuppofe no

one would exped to find a habitation there.

All this trad of land was exceedingly dry and meagre, the hufbandmen's cattle con-

fifting only of fheep.

On the flat rocks that projected from the fides of the mountains, we obferved a great

number of tigers, which were more common here than I have ever feen them in any

other place.

The foil was a clay, impregnated with fait ; and every where on the hillocks, and

on the banks of the river, the fait was cryftallized by the heat of the fun, in like

manner as I had obferved it to be on the hills near the Cape.

We had now a dreadful, long, dry, and barren plain to crofs, which is fcorching

hot in the day-time, and which, in confequence, its want of water could afford us

no place for baiting. We therefore employed a great part of the day in baiting, and

in the evening, when it began to be a Httle cooler, in refuming our journey, we
pafled feveral large rivers, the banks of which were covered with wood, but which

were now quite dried up ; and at length we arrived in the morning to a deferted houfe,

fituated on the fide of the mountains to the left.

Here we faw quickfet hedges of the Aloe Succotrina.

On the 1 5th and 16th we continued our journey, proceeding to the farms of Welge-
vunden, Watervall, and Muyfen Kraal.

On the 1 7th we came to a farm belonging to one Smidt j and on the 1 8th, after

crofllng the mountains, we went through Platte Kloof.

As we proceeded farther on the 20th and 2ifl;, we pafled feveral farms in our way
to the Company's port; at Riet Valley.

While we baited here, we paid another vifit to Grootvader's Bofch, where various

forts of trees are felled for the ufe of the Company. I hoped now to find feveral

trees in blofibm ; but the feafon was not yet far enough advanced.

The Calodendrum, however, was then in bloflbm, the honeyed juice of which I

perceived beautiful butterflies fucking, without my being able to reach either the one

or the other, but by the help of my gun, which I loaded with fmall fhot, and fired in

among the trees, I got fome branches with bloflbms on them.

On the 24th we crofled Breede Rivier and Rivier Zonder End (or the river without

end), which latter is very deep, and therefore has a ferry for the accommodation of

travellers.

Continuing our journey on the 25th and 26th, we paflTed the Company's poft; at

Tigerhook, and thence proceeded along the Rivier Zonder End, to another poft of the

Company's, Zoete Melk's Valley.

The
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The country was already grown very arid, In confequence of thefcorching fummer-
heats, and the high and drying winds.

Pforalca pinnata (Pinwortel), was a plant, of which the country-poople in many
places complained, as being the word weed in the gardens, on account of the roots

ftriking deep and firm in the ground, and confequently being difficult to eradicate.

A blue Chryfomela devoured and damaged the corn.

In a diagonal direction acrofs Platte Kloof, lay the Elephant's (Olyfant's) warm bath,

which I had not now time to vifit.

The increafe of the fummer-heat had caufed the flies to multiply in fuch numbers,
as to be even extremely troublefome at mod of the farms. In order to diininlfli the

number of them in the houfe, finall boughs were hung up to the roof, and fprinkled

feveral times in the day with new milk ; and when the flies had fettled on them in great

numbers, a long bag was fet under them, into which they were fliaken down. The
bag was then twifl;ed round, fo that the flies could not efcape.

The Secretary-bird, which is a great deftroyer of ferpents, after having trod them
under his feet, and beat them with his pinions, fo that they cannot hurt him, devours
them. This bird eats not only flefli, but roots alfo.

Wild chefnuts (brabejum Jtellatum') are fo eagerly devoured by the wild boars, that

they feldom or ever leave one on the ground to fpring up, unlefs it fhould chance to

fall between (tones.

On the 27th we arrived at the warm bath of Zwarte Berg, or what is called the
bath, Agter de Berg (i. e. behind the mountain).

The fpring arifes from a hillock at the foot of the mountain, to the weflward of it

;

and chiefly from two fources. The water is moderately warm, and depofits a great

quantity of a light yellow ochre at the bottom of the channels in which it runs. The
hillock confifts of an iron ore or a ferruginous lava : and is heavy, black, fhining, of
a very clofe texture, and ftrikes fire with fteel. The very road is black, owing to the
dull of the broken ore, which lies upon it like foot. The water has a chalybeate or

inky tafte, but by no means fulphureous. It became black on mixing Peruvian bark
or blue vitriol with it, and white with fugar of lead. The patients here ufe the water
both for bathing in, and at the fame time for drinking, though without any regulations

or proper diet. The water is carried by a channel from its fource into a boarded hut,

where there are a few fl;eps, on which the patient may fit as deep in the water as he
chufes. The Company has caufed a brick-houfe to be built here, the care of which
they have left to an old man. The few rooms that are here for the accommodation of
the patients, are parted off by means of fail-cloth into many fmall cabins ; fome of the

patients live in their own tents or waggons, and others lodge at the farm that is fituate

at the bottom of the hill. The bath is ufed the whole year throughout, but moft in

fummer, or from Auguft to February. The mountain above it is called Zwarte Berg
(or the black mountain).

On the 28th we left this place, and came to a farm belonging to one Badenhorft,

where they were extremely bufy in threfhing out their wheat. Barns for laying up the

corn are neither to be found, nor indeed are they wanted in a country, in which, at

this feafon of the year, there is nothing td be apprehended from rain, fo that the farmers
can keep their corn in a flack in the open air. The great heat makes the ftraw fo

brittle, that it crumbles to pieces, and therefore cannot be touched at any other time
than in the morning and evening, when the air is become fomewhat cool. For threfh-

ing, they prepare in the open air, a plain and level fpot, which they fence in with a
low and round wall of clay. Here they fcatter the corn loofely about, and then turn
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in a number of horfes, either loofe, or, as is more frequently the cafe, joined together

in a team, in order to tread out the grain. In the center of this area ftands a

man, who holds the foremoft horfe by a halter, and on the outfide of it another

man, who with a long whip drives the horfes continually round, and keeps them in

a hard trot. Thus the ftraw is trodden quite to chaff, and rendered totally unfit for

thatching. In this manner half a dozen men, with a few horfes, are able to threlh out

clean in one day one hundred and twenty bufliels of wheat. Oxen are feldom ufed

for threfliing, as their dug would fpoil the corn.

Having left this place, we croffed Booter Rivier, where we faw the fea-fhore, and

paffing by Little Houthoek, went over Great Houthoek and Hottentot Holland's Kloof.

This mountain is very high, and on the Cape fide there is a road over it, that on

account of its precipices has a moft dreadful appearance. This, and the road however,

that goes over Roode Zand, are almoft the only, at lead, the mofl: common roads, by

which all the inhabitants of the country muft pais with their large and heavy-loaded

waggons. At the foot of the mountain lie feveral pretty farms, which, any more than

the mountains and the fea-fhore, I did not leave unvifited.

Here we kept new-year's day, and, together with almoft all the inhabitants of the

neighbourhood, went down to the fea-fide to pafs the whole day in mirth and pleafure.

Here we found thrown up by the furge, the Trumpet-grafs (^fucus bitccinalls)^ in

which they blew like a trumpet.

Finally, having fpent a whole day in crofling the very level and extenfive fandy plain

that lies between Hottentot Holland and the Cape, we arrived at the town on the 2d

of January 1773.

My firft care after my return to the town, was not only to look over and put into

order the colleftions of animals, plants, and feeds, that 1 had made during my four

months* journey ; but likewife to get them ready for being fent to Europe by the home-

ward bound fhips. Therefore, after having well dried the feed, fpread out the plants,

and glued them on imperial paper, packed up the birds and infects in cafes, planted the

live trees, and laid up the bulbous roots in boxes, 1 fent confiderable quantities of each

to the botanical gardens at Amfterdam and Leyden, by feveral of the homeward bound

Dutch veffels. What I had ftill remaining, I divided into different parcels, and packed

up for my patrons and friends in Sweden, efpccially the Archiaters and Chevaliers

Linnaeus and Bseck, Profeffor Bergius and Dr. Montn ; thefe I had an opportunity of

fending in Swedifti ihips, by the favour of feveral naval officers who honoured me with

their friendfliip.

The following months I paffed as I had done the laft year, in botanizing in the

environs of the Cape, and in making (hort cxcurfions into the country, as well as in

examining and arranging my colleftions, and in making defcripcions of fuch of them
as were new and before unknown.
M. Sonnerat, a Frenchman, who, being an excellent draughtfman, had accorripanied

M. Commer9on in that capacity in his extenfive travels round the world, and to many
different parts of India, was lately arrived at this town in a French veffel from the Ifle

of France. I had foon an opportunity of making an acquaintance with him at the

houfe of M. Berg, fecretary of the police, and more particularly while we refided

together at this gentleman's villa in the neighbourhood of Conftantia, where we re-

mained a few weeks for the fake of botanizing, and of fhooting a great number of

beautiful Cape birds for the cabinets of the curious in Europe.

Among
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Among the many excurfions we made together, we refolved, in the middle of January,

to vifit Table Mountain, and examine what might be the produce of its fummits at

this feafon of the year. Each of us was furnifhed with fire-arms, provifions, paper,

and other neceflaries, which were carried by two (laves whom we had hired in the

town for this purpofe. At three o'clock in the morning we quitted our abode, and

afcended the foot of the mountain before the fun could rife, and by its fcorching rays

render the journey too fatiguing to us. At a little after eight we reached its fummit,

where it was moderately and agreeably cool. We were alfo recompenfed for our

trouble by a great number of rare plants, efpecially of the Orcbidea, as they are called,

which I never afterwards could meet with either here at other feafons, or indeed at all

in any other mountain. Among thefe the orchis grandifiora, or di/a u?ii/iora (Bergii

Plantcs Capcnfes), was confpicuous by its beautiful flowers ; of the ferapias tabularis

we found only one fpecimen ; the ferapias tnelaleuca was diftinguiflied by its black

and white flowers, the mod uncommon in nature ; and with great difficulty, and at

the hazard of my life, I got for the firfl. and laft time the blue difa longicornis, which

is as beautiful as it is fmgular in its form. This laft plant grew in one fpot only, on a

fteep rock, and fo high up, that in order to come at it after we had clambered up the

fide of the rock as high as we could, I was obliged to get upon the flioulders of M. Son-

nerat, when, with a long ftick, I beat down five of thefe plants, the only fpeci-

mens that were then in bloom. M. Sonnerat, who before had not had an opportunity

of collecting as many plants at the foot of the mountain as I had, made in this one

day only, a coUeftion of three hundred different fpecies ; but was fo fmgularly unfor-

tunate, though he had brought with him three pair of Ihoes for this excurfion, as to

return to town barefooted. The number of Iharp angular ftones which are rolled

down from the mountain, and lie both at its foot and in the clefts through which the

road goes, not only tear the foles, but alfo the upper-leathers of flioes ; fo that your

thin French pumps are by no means fuited for excurfions upon the mountains, which

require flioes made of waxed leather with thick foles.

Table Mountain has acquired its name from its appearing from the town and harbour

as if it were cut fmooth and level like a table. When one is arrived on the top of it,

it appears pretty even in front, but on the other fide it goes off in gradual inequalities,

like very broad fteps. In the clefts on the top there are feveral ftreams, which run
down to the town and its environs, and fupply them with good, frefli, and cool water.

I could not difcover any vifible fpring, nor any lake with fifli in it, as fome pretend

there are ; but all the water that was there, was colleded partly from rain, and partly

from the clouds, which diffufe themfelves over the mountain, without falling down
below in rain. On the fummit were feveral mouldered and decayed ftones, of a ftrange

appearance, feeniing as if they had been ereded by art.

The height of Table Mountain is 3350 feet, or, according to the calculation of

De la Caille, 3353 feet at the weftern angle, which is the loweft. The Devil's Moun-
tain borders upon this to the eaft, and is thirty feet lower, though on account of its

peak it appears fo be fomewhat higher. Table Mountain conftitutes, with the Devil's

and Lion's Mountains, one mountain, and is connected with them at the bottom,

though it is feparated from them by confiderable vales at the top.

One may afcend and defcend 'I'ablc Mountain in feveral places, in front, behind,

and at the fides, all which paths I reconnoitred this and the following years, in the

fifteen times that I went up to the fummit in the courfc of my three years abode in the

neighbourhood.

fv 2 111
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' • In front the mountain is acceffible only by the large cleft, which is diftinctly feen

almoft in the middle of the mountain. This afcent is the moft ufed, notwithftanding

that it is the fteepeft, and particularly near the furnmit, where . it grows at the famc^

time very narrow, having, as it were, perpendicular walls on both fides. The foot of

the mountain, below which the town itfelf is fituated, is about a third part of the

height of the whole mountain ; which gradually fwells, from gently-floping hills, over-

grown with thicknefs, into fteeper eminences, covered with ftones that have rolled

down from the furnmit ; here the cleft begins, which at firft is about fifty or fixty paces

broad, but by degrees is comrafted to fix or feven, and at the top is almofl: choaked

up with ftones of an enormous bulk. High up in this cleft I found pieces of a fine

loofe fand-ftone of various fizcs, which, when rolled lower down, crumbled away into

fniall gravel and fand.

Table Mountain, as well as the Devil's and Lion's, and other mountains, have their

ftrata or layers in common with thofe of Europe. The uppermoft; ftrata are quite hori-

zontal, but the lower ones lie in an oblique pofition. At top, the rock appears to be a

kind of fand-ftone, or lava ; the middle ftratum trapp, and the lowermoft flate. On
the top of Table Mountain there are found both diffevered ftones, and firm rocks pro-

jecting from the furface, which have mouldered away confiderably, not only at the

top and fides, but hkewife at bottom, fo that large cavities are formed in them. Thefe

fubftances are thus decayed not only by water that has been left in their cavities, but

evidently by the very air alfo, the moifture of which penetrates into the minute and

fubtle crevices of thcfe ftones, and dilTolves them.

The large ftones which have rolled down, and lie on the hills at the foot of the

mountain, and have a very ancient appearance, are a kind of trapp, which have exca-

vations in them of diiferent magnitudes, apparently formed in them by fomething that

has undergone a gradual decay. Thefe ftones, as well the large as the fmall, have

frequently pieces of quartz both in the infide of them and on the furface, which

evidently (hews that thefe latter have not been formed there, but were inclofed in them,

as they are not concreted with the ftony matrix, which is tolerably hard, but have

a fmooth and poliftied furface.

The rock, in the loweft ftrata of which the mountains are formed, is of a loofe

texture, of a dark colour, and may be fcratched with a knife. It is fometimes of a

lighter, or of an afti-colour. Both air and water are capable of corroding it, fo that

laminze of a hand's breadth appear ftanding ered on their edge like a cock's comb
cryftal. Thefe lowermoft beds of flate, which are covered on the outfide with mould
and grafs, fometimes conftitute half the height of the mountain. And thefe beds

run from fouth to north, not abfolutely in a horizontal direftion, but funk to the weft-

ward, and rifing to the eaftward, with mouldered and fharp- edged lamina:, which are

continued quite below the furface of the water, as is plainly feen by the rocks in the

fea, as well thofe that are above, as thofe that are under water.

The old hcfpital having been for a long time in a ruinous condition, as well as of an

inconvenient ftructure, the Company had refolved to build a new one on a larger fcale,

and in a more convenient fit nation ; lor which purpofe proper artifts, with the necef-

fary tools and materials, had been fent from Holland. Ihe fpot for erecting this edifice

on was chofen at the eaftern end of the town, between Table Mountain and the citadel,

where it wr)i:ld l:e expofed to the fun and wind. The ground-ftone was laid by Go-
ven or Van IMc-ttenberg, in the month of November of the preceding year; and the

building now went on every day, though but very flowly ; a circumftance owing to the

interefted conduQ of thofe who were appointed to fuperintend it, who not onlv gained

by
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by protrafting the work, but alfo employed part of the workmen, as well as of the

materials, on their own private buildings.

Two violent winds chiefly prevail on this fouthernmoft promontory of Africa. The
one blows boiftcroufly almofl; every day in fummer, which is called the Goede Seafon

(Goede MoulTon) ; the other in winter, which is called the Bad Seafon (Quaade Moul-

fon). The fouth-eaft wind is violent, and attended with dry and very tine weather

;

the north-weR is tempeftuous, and, for the moft part, accompanied with fhowers of

rain. The former brings (hort and violent gales, following clofe upon each other,

which often increafe to that degree of force, as to blow up not only dull and fand, but

alfo gravel and Imall pebbles into the face of fuch as are expofed to it, who, being

neither able to fee nor go forwards, muft either ftand ftill, or elfe throw themfelves

down upon the ground. On fuch occafions, ftrangers frequently exhibit ridiculous

fcenes, their hats, wigs, or hair-bags, being carried away by the wind the whole length

of the ftreets. Not only boats, but fn'.ill craft, are likewife fometimes overfet in the

road, and the people in them loft, as| was three times the cafe this year ; in confe-

quence of which, when the wind is high, no boat will venture to go to or from the

fhips.

The fouth-eaft wind fprings up for the moft part towards noon, after a fine, warm,
and calm morning ; about eleven, twelve, or one o'clock, it rifes higher, and keeps up
till three, four, or five o'clock, or even later, frequently leaving the evening ferene

and agreeable. Thus the morning may be very warm, and lequire light clothing; but

on the increafe ot the wind, the air begins to feel colder, and frequently one finds it

neceffary to put on a great-coat. Thefe fudden changes are the caufe that one is very

liable to catch cold here, and that the inhabitants are in general fubjed to rheumatic

pains. This violent wind, though in fomc relpefts it renders the fummer lefs agreeable

than it would be otherwife, yet ftill it makes the heat more tolerable.

Before the fouth-eaft wind begins to blow, the clouds are commonly feen gathering

upon the mountains ; and Table Mountain in particular, covered at the top with a heap

of light clouds, appears as if it wore a periwig. On the wind's increafing, the clouds

are feen precipitating down the fore-part of the mountain, without producing any rain.

Sometimes, however, it will happen, though feldom, that the wind fliall blow, and no
clouds lie on the mountain ; likewife, that all the clouds being diflipated on the fore-

part of the mountain, the wind (hall continue with clear and fine weather. The fouth-

eaft wind is a low wind, driving for the moft part along the ground. The north-weft

wind alfo is fometimes' ohferved to drive the higher clouds in a diredion contrary to

that in which the fouth-eaft carries the lower ones, and the birds are feen flying in a

calm atmofphere between thefe two contrary currents of air.

In winter-time the north-weft and fouth-weft winds prevail, which bring rain, and are

dangerous for the fhipping' that lie in the road,

Thefe winds change in April, when, by degrees, the fouth-eaft ceafes, and is fuc-

ceeded by the norrh-weft. So that April and May are months of intcrmiiTion, as well

as Auguit and September, and, on the days when it does not rain, the moft pleafant

in the whole year.

In January, and the months following, the road is the moft reforted to by fliips from
Europe and the Euft Indies, for tlie purpofe of taking in refrefhments at a place where
the air is wholefome, and the moft plentiful fupplies to be had of wine and all kinds

of provifions. When a fhip has anchored in the road, nobody from the town is fuf-

fered to go on board of her for the firft three days, under a penalty of forty rlx-

doUars.

The
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The Cape may, with propriety, be ftyled an inn for travellers to and from the Eaft

Indies, who, after feveral months' fail, may here get refrefhments of all kinds, and are

then about half way to the place of their deftination, whether homeward or outward

bound.

Strangers that arrive here from Europe, are fometimes attacked with a diarrhoea,

occafioned by the many vegetables and fruits with which this country abounds, but

which is not of fo dangerous a nature here as at Batavia.

Such flrangers as are defirous of fettUng in this country, are at liberty here, as in

Holland, to get their livelihood in what manner they pleafe or are able, either by a

handicraft bufinefs or commerce, or, as is moft frequently the cafe, by both.

It is a general cuftom in this country to fleep an hour or two in the afternoon, at the

time that the heat is the greateft.

At table, the uppermofl feat is never given to any of the guefts ; but the hofl and

hoftefs are always feated at the upper end, one on each fide of the table, and the com-

pany all around. The hofl always advances towards the ftranger who is his gueft, and,

taking him by the hand, enquires after his health. If the peifon comes on horfeback

or in a carriage, he is invited to alight and walk in. The lady of the houfe does not

rife, but falutes him by a nod of the head.

The French were at this time in very little eftimation, on the one hand, becaufe they

generally came without ready money, and were obliged to trade on credit, or elfe with

bills of exchange ; and, on the other, becaufe the African colonifts feared, that if a

war broke out, thefe ftrangers would aflift in taking the place ; in which refpeft, they

thought themfelves more fecure with refpeft to the Englifli, with whom they were in

alliance. A French officer, though drefled to the beft advantage, and frequently wear-

ing a flar on his breaft, as a mark of his merit and his King's favour, had but little

refpeft paid hira ; whereas an Engliih mate of a (hip, with his hair about his ears, was

much eileemed on account of his being flufli of mone)', and of his nation's being in

alliance with Holland. Yet it was the French who moil enrichfil the Cape merchants,

as, on account of the credit they took, they were obliged to pay more than others,

and, at the fame time, had occafion for a greater quantity of merchandii^e, not only for

their fliips, but alfo for their garrifon in the Ifle of France.

The coins current here come either from Europe or the Eafl Indies. The moft

common from Europe, which is here always termed the Mother-Country (Vadcrland),

are ducatoons, fhillings, and doits (Duytcn). Ducatoons, either old or new, are, like

every other fpecies of coin, of more value here than in Europe, in general 25I. per

cent, more, that is to fay, twelve fhillings, or feventy-two ftivers. The fhillings are

feldom any thing more than Seflehalves, fuch as in Holland are worth five ftirers and a

half. Two-pences (Dubbeltjes), and fingle pence (or ftivers), are fcarce ; as alfo are

ducats, and the gold coin called Riders (Goude Reijers). Dutch guilders are hardly ever

feen. The Cape guilders are imaginary, and reckoned to thofe that receive falaries, al

the rate of fixteen flivers each. A rix-dollar is valued at eight fhillings, and a ducat

at eighteen. Spaniih piaflres (Spanfe Matten) are willingly taken at the rate of nine

Dutch fkellings. From various places of the Eafl Indies, rupees of different kinds are

imported, which are equivalent to half a rix-dollar,' and pafs current with every body.

No money is coined, or fuffered to be coined in this country.

The kind of corn generally cultivated in this country is wheat, and it richly repays

the labour of the hufbandman. Small quantities have been exported to the Indies for

the ufe of the better fort of people there ; but the voyage has been looked upon as

too long, and the freight too expenfive to fend any to Europe, till the preceding and

this
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rhis prel'eiit year, when fome has been fent to Holland, where it has been found to

be much heavier than the European wheat. Poland, the granary of Holland, having

for feveral years pall been vifited by war, and partly laid wafte, and the crops having

been in general bad all over Europe, the Dutch Eaft India Company determined to

fend fome finall veffels to the Cape to import wheat ; and lad year they fent one veffel,

and this year two frigates. For a freight of wheat, the farmer is paid eighteen rix-dollars.

A freight contains ten Muddes, or about twenty bulhels.

Rye is fcarcely ever fown here, except in fmall quantities for pleafure, or elfe by

fome farmer, who choofcs to ufe the flraw for thatchings, inllead of the rejiio

dichotoinus.

The olive-flirub {olea Eiiropaa) was common on the hills near the tov>rn, as well as

in other places. The leaves are narrower than in the European olive ; and the fruit

feldom comes to maturity. For this reafon it is not ufed for preffing oil out of it, but

Frequently as an aflringent in diarrhoeas. In other refpefts, this fhrub fo nearly refem-

bles the European, that it cannot poffibly be of a different fpecies.

At the farms and villas near the town, European trees are frequently planted for

the fake of ornament and fhade, fuch as the oak, chefnut, pine, myrtle, lemon, and

orange-trees, which, when in blolfbm, difl'ufed the mofl fragrant odour.

The fummer in Europe has a much more agreeable appearance, with its leaf-

bedecked woods and flowery meads, which, after a forlorn and dreary winter, fo infi-

nitely cheer our eyes, than it does here, where no meadows are feen ; and the woods

are full of prickles, and of a melancholy afpecl. In the meadows in Europe the

ground is covered fo thick with grafs, as to appear like a carpet ; but here the ftalks

of the grafs are at a confiderable diftance from each other, and exhibit in the intervals

between them, the bare and fandy ground.

As there are no forefls in the vicinity of the town, except the few fmall ones that

ftand high up in the clefts of the mountains, wood, which is ufed in the kitchen only,

is both dear and fcarce. Almofl all the fuel ufed here, is brought in by the flaves,

who obtain it by digging up the roots of protea, and lopping off the branches of the

underwood. Of this brufliwood, together with the roots, the flave makes two fepa-

rate faggots, and tying one to one end, and the other to the other end of a flick,

carries them home on his flioulders. Two of thefe faggots, to make which it is a day's

work, fell for two fkellings.

Every flave is obliged to earn for his mafler two fkellings daily, which makes about

eighty rixdollars in a year ; fo that in a few years the mafler gets his purchafe-money

back again, though the flave, by fuch a heavy rental, cannot obtain the remilTion of any
part of his flavery, which increafes with his years, and is cemented with his blood.

Tamarinds, on account of the acid they contain, were fometimes ufed inflead of

vinegar, in this maimer : the pulp of them were rubbed on beef, cut into thin flices,

which, after being dried a little in the fun, were fryed in a frying-pan, and were very

tender, and well-tafled.

Cauliflowers, which in the gardens of the Cape, and efpecially in Robben Ifland,

that lies juft before the harbour, are brought to fuch perfeftion, as not to be equalled

in any other part of the world, are frequently pickled in vinegar, with Cayenne pepper
(or capficwn), and afterwards eaten with meat by way of fallad.

Some of the farms near the Cape had fences made of pieces of iron-ore (Yzer
Klippen), which were found in the environs.

The ar£lopiis echinatus' (Ziekte Troofl) a low umbelliferous plant without flalk,

and even with the furface of the ground, grew in common near the town, on the clay

I hills
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hills below the mountains. On account of the hard prickles it bore, as well on its

leaves as on its ripe feeds, it was a terrible plague, efpecially to the flaves, who go bare-

foot, and are frequently wounded by it.

One of the fhips belonging to the fleet that arrived at this time from Holland,

brought the corpfe of the governor Rheede van Oudfliorn, who died on his paflfage

thither. The admiral's fliip came into port with her colours lowered half-way, to fig-

nify its lofs. The corpfe was brought on fliore, with all the pomp ufual at the inter-

ment of a governor ; the bells tolled, and the fhips in the road fired a gun every

minute, which did not a little contribute to the pomp and awfulnefs of the ceremony.

Before the corpfe, two led horfes went in proceffion, followed by the fceptre, and the

armorial bearings of the deceafed ; and after it came trumpets, kettle-drums, foldiers,

and burghers, on horfe-back, commanded by the major. By the death of this gentle-

man, whofe favour I had previoufly acquired at Amfterdam, I fuftained a great lofs,

with regard to the powerful fupport and afliftance which he had given me reafon to ex-

pert from him, in his capacity of governor, in my excurfions into the country.

During my ftay in town, I vifited feveral times the Leeuwve Kop (Lion's Head), a

mountain that flands to the weft-ward of Table Mountain, and rifes almoft to an

almoft inacceflible peak ; from this peak it runs out in a long floping ridge, and termi-

nates in a curved eminence, called the Leeuwe Staart (Lion's Tail), Below its peak,

the Leeuwe Kop is fo fteep in one place, that if one wifhes to afcend to it, a cord muft

be fattened to the rock, by the help of which, one muft clamber up by a fide that is

almoft perpendicular. The uppermoft layer I found to confift of a loofe red fand,

which crumbles away, and falling down, leaves great cavities behind it. On the very

top of the peak, where a perpetual guard is placed for the purpofe of difcovering the

approach of ftiips, there is a fmall hut, with a fire-place in it for drefting provifions ;

three guns, one of which is fired for every fhip that is feen ; and a flag-ftaff to hoift

a flag on. By the number of guns fired, government is immediately informed whether

it is a fingle fhip or a fleet that approaches. In the evening, the centinel goes down
to his houfe, which is fituated in the cleft between Table Mountain and the Lion's

Head. When the fhips that are defcried, approach, a flag is hoifted on the Lion's

Back (Leeuwe Rug), and when they enter the harbour, the colours are hoifted on

the citadel, till they have faluted it. If any fhip fhould come within fight of the Cape,

and afterwards pafs by it, the flag on the Lion's Back is ftruck, as foon as it difappears.

The flag that is hoifted varies every month, and is like a watch-word on the field of

battle ; for the colour of the flag is appointed by the directors in Europe, and made
known only to the refpedive regencies at Batavia and the Cape, and in fealed letters

to the captains of the outward and homeward bound fhips. Thus the captains of the

fliips may difcover, if on a fudden eruption of war, the Cape is fallen into the hands

of the enemy, and in fuch cafe keep away from the harbour. In time of war, when
any great fleet is defcried making its approach, the whole colony through the interior

parts may be fummoned with the greateft expedition, by the firing of guns, the hoift-

ing of flags, and the kindling of fires, which are difpofed at certain places, and diftri-

buted at fuch diftances, that thefe fignals may always be feen or heard from one place

to the next.

Robben Ifland is fituated at the entrance of the harbour, about four miles from the

town. The fhips that run into the harbour muft always pafs by this ifland, which

then hoifts the Dutch flag. Sometimes, when a ftrong fouth-eaft wind prevents the

fhips from entering, they anchor befide it. This ifland was formerly the refort of a

great number of feals, whence it alfo derives its name ; but now thefe animals having

2 been
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been driven away from it, it is become the retreat of chameleons, quails, and prifoners

for life (called here Banditti), who are obliged to colleft every day on the fea-fliore a

certain quantity of (hells, which are burned to make lime for the buildings erefted

by the company. Thefe prifoners for life are not only black flaves who have

been guilty of mifdemeanors, but alfo Europeans, who have committed heinous

crimes.

Though the Lutherans in this town were numerous, yet they had not a church of

their own. The bigotted zeal of the Calviniftic clergy had hitherto beeir able to pre-

vent fo beneficial an inftitution from taking place, as that of an edifice to the glory of

that God, whom they themfelves profefled to worfhip, and for the ufe and convenience

of their fellow-citizens. The Lutherans were thus under the neceflity of performing

their pubUc worfhip in a loft, which they had fitted up for that purpofe. Still, how-

ever, they had not an opportunity of celebrating divine fervice oftener than when any

Swedifli Ihip arrived, the chaplain of which underftood and fpoke the German lan-

guage. On fuch occafions, alfo, the holy communion was celebrated, and the money
that was put into the plate became the property of the minifter.

The fhips now failed in different fquadrons fucceflively for Europe, a few only at a

time, as in time of peace may be done with fafety. On the other hand, if peace is at

all dubious, or a war breaks out, they go a great many together, in two or three fleets.

It will fometimes happen, and that even by permiffion, that a foldier and a failor Ihall

change places, and fucceed each other in their refpedtive fervices.

Before a fhip fails, the account is made out of every man on board, which accounts

are fent with the fliip, or elfe may be taken out at the pay-office by fuch as chufe fo to do
;

fo that every one may know what is due to him of his pay. If any one fettles in a place,

and gets other employment in the fervice, he may take up his pay every third or fourth

month, but the guilder is then eftimated at fifteen or fixteen ftivers only, fo that the

lofs is confiderable. But if he chufes to leave it untouched till the end of the year, his

account is made out in the month of Auguft, when the books are clofed, which account

he may negociate at eighteen, nineteen, and fometimes twenty, (livers per guilder, and

thus lofe little or nothing. A bill of this kind is like a bill of exchange, for which the

Dutch Eaft India Company gives the full value in Europe, and which, in the mean-
time, is readily accepted by merchants, and others who want to remit money to Europe.

Otherwife, as twenty-five per cent, is gained on all money exported from Holland, in

like manner twenty-five per cent, is loft on all money that is carried back in fpecie to

Holland.

The effefts of the failors and foldiers who have been taken into the hofpital, and died

there, are fold by audtion, and chiefly at that period, when the greateft number of

patients is brought in, and when the greateft number dies. The money is laid out on
their Interment. In general the corpfe is fewed up in a cloth, and carried out in a

hearfe; but if the efieds of the deceafed, after the belt part of them have been em-
bezzled, (fill amount to a fmall fum of money, a coffin is beftowed upon him often rix-

dollars value. If what the defundl has left behind him amounts to (till more money, it

is expended in wine at the funeral ; and great care is always taken iliat nothing (hould

be left for his relations and heirs. In general, at fuch auclions the whole cheff, opened,

but not always thoroughly examined, is fold at a venture.

The Cape lobfter {cancer arilos), which is caught here, is equal in fize to that

(gammcirus) which is taken near the Swedifh coalts, but has no large claws, and is

craggy all over, and covered with ereft prickles. It has a (Irong and not very agree-

able tafle.
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The Medufa's head (afterias caput Medi/fa), one of the moft fingular and curious

animals in nature, was fometimes caught in the ocean off the Cape. It is but rarely

that it is found thrown dead upon the fhore. In order to preferve it whole and un-

damaged for the cabinets in Europe, it muft be caught far out in the fea by fifhermen,

who muft take great care that they do not break off any of its limbs, and that the animal

do not too much contrad and entangle its outermoft and moft flender branches. The
animal, when alive, or juft after it is dead, is of a reddiih or deep carnation colour

;

and, on being dried, turns greyifh. It ftiould be dried in the (hade during fine wea-

ther, and in an open place, where the wind has free accefs to it ; for in the fun the

animal melts away, and, if placed too much in the fhade, it might chance to putrify.

For this wonderful animal the filhermen frequently get fix, nay even fometimes ten, rix-

dollars. It may be fent to Europe in a box filled with carded cotton.

On the fhore juft before the town were found various forts of bivalve fliells, and ef-

pecially many large and beautiful fpecies of patellae.

Strand Dubbeitie was the name given to an u7nbilicus veneris, or the upper valve of a

cockle-fhell, which was covered all over vdth tubercles.

Below the mountains, and near the ftiore, are feveral hillocks of fand of different

fizes, which are drift-fand, and fome change their place twice a year, according to the

winds that prevail. Some of them have already begun to fettle and acquire folidity,

and are covered with fome few plants.

Among thefe the ridge of fand-hills below the Lion's Tail is remarkable, which feems

plainly to indicate the manner in which mountains were formerly produced, and their

different ftrata formed. This ridge of fand, which ftands juft before the battery, runs

from fouth to north, and keeps in the fame fine as the mountains near the Cape and in all

the country do, inclining more or lefs to the eaft or weft, and consequently in the fame

direction as the winds that prevail here. It increafes every year to the northward, quite

down to the fea fhore. At the weftern end it forms a curve, and goes off with a gradual

flope, a circumftance which is occafioned either by the adjacent fand-hill that runs in the

fame direction, and is folid and firm, and is ufed for a place of execution, or elfe by the

Lion's Tail, which impedes the pafTage of the wind. The fand of this ridge is loofe,

and driven to and fro in fummer ; in winter it is fomewhat firmer from the rain, but

ftill aliiioft as loofe as a heap of drift-fnow. Some parts of it may probably be a little

more firm than the reft. Juft as the fand is driven, the ftrata are formed, and they lie

here, as in the mountains, inclining obliquely towards the horizon. Some layers are

loofer, others again harder, according as the drift-fand was more or lefs pure, or mixed,

before it was hardened by the rain. Thefe ftrata run either in a ftraight line, or in

waves or ftreaks of black and white fand, which at a diftance give the whole ridge the

appearance of an agate. The black fand is thrown up by the fea, as well as the white.

The former is in a fmall quantity, and the latter is driven more by the wind, and forms

hills. Ihis ridge of fand lies direclly oppofite to the tranverfe end of Table Mountain.

The top of it is level, and of a middling height ; towards the fouth it goes oft" gradually

with a long flope ; to the northward it is fteep, where the fand is carried far over the

fpot below, which is flieltercd by the ridge from the wind. The wind can, in the fpace

of one day, lay fand an ihch deep upon its furface, which commonly does not fall

equally, but here and there in fpots. Stones, and other things that lie in the way, are

bare on the fouthern fide, but on the northern are covered with a ridge of fand running

out in a point, juft as the fnow is difpoled in the northern regions, when it falls with a

high wind. In the fame manner the ftrata of mountains appear to have been formed by
the
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the winds and waves, and to have derived their origin from the fame caufe, viz. from
the two predominant winds.

The tejludo gcometrica was known here by the appellation of the Syren (Syrentiej.

This land-tortoife, which probably is the mod beautiful of its kind, was found very
common in the fandy downs among the bufiies. The fliells of fuch as were very fmall,

and confequently the mod beautiful, were ufed for making fnuff-boxes.

Round the hills near the Cape grew the cUfortia riifcifolia, and the borbonia lanceolaia^

much refembling juniper trees, and like the polygala heijieria, with their fharp leaves

pricking the foot-pafl'engers ; while the ofparagus capenfis, with its recurved thorns,

tore their clothes and retarded their pafTage, for which reafon it has received from the
inhabitants the name of Wakt en Beetje, Hop a bit.

The tulbaghia aliacea (Wilde Knooflook, or Wild Garlic), which grew both in the

fands near the Cape and in other places in the country, was ufed in hedic fevers, either

boiled in water or in fome kind of foup.

At feveral farms near the Cape I had an opportunity of feeing wine made, and of
receiving information with refpeft to the various forts of wine, which are made here in

great quantities. The preffing, which is done in March, is performed in general, for

want of proper tools and contrivances, in a more fimple manner here than it is in

Europe. I'he (laves gather the grapes, and put them into a large veffel. For the
prefling they make ufe of a veffel, the bottom and fides of which are bored full of
holes ; this veffel is fet in the infide of a larger veffel upon a crofs piece of wood laid

at the bottom of the latter ; this outfide veffel has a fpigot and fawcet, through which
the juice, as fall it is preffed out, may run into a tub placed beneath. The grapes
being laid in the inner veffel, heaped up to the brim, three or four flaves, after having
previoufly wafhed their feet very clean in a tub of water (landing at the fide, get into

the veffel that contains the fruit, and holding themfelves fall by a rope fixed to the

ceiling, trample upon the grapes, and fqueeze out the juice as long as they are able.

In the mean time, the muft that runs out is put into large high veffels to ferment. If

the aperture is obftruded by grapes or ftalks, fo that the juice cannot eafily run out,

they pu(h them away with a flick to the end of which a few bridles are fixed. The
trodden grapes, before they are farther preffed, are put, dalks and all, upon a coarfe

drainer (or the bottom of a bed) made of rattans, on which they rub the fruit with
their hands, till the hulks go through it ; the dalks in the mean-time remaining be-
hind, which are now feparated and thrown away, as they are fuppofed to make the

wine audere and bitter. The hulks are then put into the fermenting-veffel, which the
next morning is in full fermentation, during which procefs the thick parts fubfide,

and the mud grows clear, when it is barrelled off, by putting a wickcr-balket into

the bung-hole of the barrel, and filtering the wine through it. The grounds, which
remain in the fermenting-veffel, are afterwards put into a fquare veffel or vat, pierced
full of holes at the fides and bottom, which vat is placed on a crofs piece of wood
in a larger veffel, with a fpigot and fawcet at the fide. At the top there is a fcrew of
wood or metal, by means of which the lad drop of juice is preffed out from the

hulks. From the dregs and hulks, that remain over from the lad preffmg, brandy is

didilled. No yead is ufed for accelerating the fermentation. The white and
green grapes yield white wine, and the red, red wine. I'hc mufcadine grape, both
red and white, produces the Condantia wine, and the blood red grape, the wine
called Pontac. Names are bedowed accordingly as they refemble more or lefs the
products of the European grapes, though the refemblance is not always perfeft.

"2 A great
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A great number of dogs are frequently kept in the farms ; they follow the cattle

into the fields along with the flave, keep wild hearts away from the farm, fometimes

proted the mailer from the outrages of his flaves, and are ferviceable in hunting and

on journeys.

The horns of the rhinoceros were kept by fome people both in towni and countryy

not only as rarities, but alfo as ufeful in difeafes, and for the purpofe of detecting

poifon. As to the former of thefe intentions, the fine (havings of the horns taken in-

ternally, were fupoofed to cure convulfions and fpafms in children. With refpeft to

the latter it was generally believed, that goblets made of thefe horns in a turner's lathe,

would difcover a poifonous draught that was put into them, by making the liquor fer-

ment till it ran quite out of the goblet. Such horns as were taken from a young
rhinoceros calf that had not yet copulated, were faid to be the beft, and the moll to

be depended upon. Of thefe goblets are made, which are fet in gold and filver, and

made prefents of to kings, people of diflinftion, and particular friends, or elfe fold at

a high price, fometimes at the rate of fifty rix -dollars a goblet. The horn is of a

conical form, thick at the bottom, and truncated at the top, a foot long frequently

in old rhinocerofes, and is placed forward on their fnout. Two or three inches from

this, the African two-horned rhinoceros has another fmaller and flioiter horn. In

colour, it moll refembles the horn of a bullock. When I tried thefe horns, both

wrought into goblets, and unwrought, both old and young horns, with feveral forts

of poifons, weak as well as flrong, I obferved not the leafl motion or effervefcence

;

but when a folution of corrofive fublimate, aqua pbagadenica, or other fimilar fub-

ftances, was poured into one of thefe horns, there arofe only a few bubbles, produced

by the air, which had been inclofed in the pores of the horn, and which was now dif-

engaged from it.

Though few countries can boaft of fo much venifon and game as this colony, ftill

here, as in Europe, at a certain time of the year, hunting and fhooting are prohibited.

Thus from May to Auguft, nobody is allowed to hunt or fhoot, at leaft near the

town.

The hofpital I very feldom vifited, as I could not poflibly deiivc any improvement

from any thing I faw there. I obferved, however, in this place, what I never faw any

where elfe, viz. that the attendants on the fick were provided with ropes ends, with

which they now and then correfted turbulent patients. " Minimfane tnorborum remedium!

Both in the hofpital and on board of their fliips, the Company had for the greater

part ignorant and unfkilful furgeons ; and, in general, when a Ikilful furgeon was

found among them, he was a foreigner. When emetics or fuch kind of remedies

were prefcribed, they were fometimes written down on the head-board of the bed

;

and of other medicines, a dofe was commonly adminiftered immediately, which were

carried ready made up in a box after the furgeon, when he vifited the patients. What
moft contributes in this place to the recovery of the fick, is the excellent refrefhments

of frelh meat and vegetables, that are to be had here. The principal furgeon

makes his report to the governor every day of the number and flate of the pa-

tients.

At Zeeko valley the company has a farm, where flraw (^rejiio icdormn) is cut and

prepared for the purpofe of thatching, as follows : a bundle or fheaf, after it is cut, is

held by the top, and all the fliorter flalks that are loofe in it, are fhaken off from it.

The remaining long ones are then fpread out in rows to dry, and afterwards tied up in

bundles. With this the houfes are commonly thatched botli in town and country ; and

fometimee
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fometimes whole huts are built with it. A roof made of it lafts twenty or thirty years,

and would lafl: much longer if the fouth-eaft wind did not blow a great deal of dirt

between the thatch, in confequence of which it rots the fooner.

Near Muyfenbcrg (or Moufe mountain) the wa.\-fhrubs {myrica qiiercifoHa and cor-

difolid) grew in abundance along the fhore. The berries of them are quite round, full

of knobs, foft, and of the fize of a pea. The berries themfelves are quite black, but
covered with a farina of a whitifli-grey colour. They are gathered in their ripe Ibte in

the month of March, and boiled in water till all the white powder is melted off, and
floats on the furface of the water like fat ; this, when fkimmed off and cooled, grows
hard, almofl like wax, and is of a greenilh-grey or afti colour. The farmers ufe it

for candles, when they get any quantity of it, and the Hottentots eat it like fq much
cheefe.

In the fandy plains near the Cape, and chiefly near the larger farms, the goldfinch

(Joxia orix) was feen now in the midft of fummer, very beautiful, of a crimfon colour,

and in infinite numbers. Jufl: when the corn grows ripe, he acquires his fummer-drefs

;

his brownifh grey feathers on the throat and back become gradually of a red colour
and leave only the wings and tail unchanged. The hen does not come in for her fliare

of this beautiful attire, but remains the whole year of a grey-brown hue.

The country-people feldom make any cheefe ; and when they did, which was chiefly

out of curiofity, the cheefes were fmall, thin, and of an indifferent tafl:e ; the caufe of
which probably is the milk, which, it mufl; be confeffed, is poor enough compared to

the fine rich milk produced in Holland.

The cows, as well as the other cattle, go to the field the whole year throughout,
being driven home in the evening, and lie within fences in the open air. The grafs
which they feed on in thofe extenfive plains, and which is the befl: and moft copious in

winter-time, in confequence of the rain, and worfl: in fummer on account of the heat
and drying winds, is in general harlh and coarfe. Hence the cows give little milk, and
that but indifferent. For this reafon, the cattle degenerate to a certain degree in the
courfe of a few years. The horned cattle, of which the peafants herds in this country
confift, are of Dutch extradion, it is true, but are at prefent greatly degenerated. A
Dutch cow that is brought hither, and has coft forty or fifty rix-dollars, gives more
milk than three others, but its offspring degenerates, and the third or fourth is exaftly
like the reft, which frequently give no more than a quart of milk a day.

Frefli butter, which in general is made from new milk, is Ibid in the town for eight,

twelve, or fixteen ftivers, and falt-butter at two, four, or fix fliivers, per pound. The
price, however, varies with the confumption.

Though the country is inhabited by colonifts, ftill the farms are not all held in the
fame manner. That traft of country which is neareft to the town and, harbour, or in

the vicinity of them, has been fold by the Hottentots for tobacco, brandy, and other
commodities. The other extenfive tradts of land were afterwards taken poffeffion of
gradually by the colonifts. Thus the farms which are fituated neareft to the Cape, as
far as Picquet-berg, and a little beyond it, arc freeholds, or lands which are the un-
conditional property of the colonilt, for which he pays no quit-rent, and which he is

at liberty to difpofe of. The other farms farther up the country, on the other fide of
the mountains, are called Copyholds, which the colonifts have occupied with the per-
miffion of the governor, and for each of which twenty-four rix-dollars are paid yearly
to the Company in fine, which cannot be fold or transferred to any one elfe without
the permiffion of the governor. The buildings upon the premifes may be fold, it is

true, but not the land.

Planks
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Planks and boards, as well as beams for building, were extremely dear, as they wer^

fcarce, and brought a great way from the inland parts of the country, fo that the

greateft part of them muft be imported from Europe or the Eaft Indies. They are

generally fold by meafure, planks felling for two Ikellings a foot.

Sheep's-dung was frequently ufed for manuring the vineyards, and horfe-dung for

the gardens. Sheep's-dung often lies in the flieep-folds to the depth of a yard and

more.

Wheat-fields, vineyards, and gardens, are very numerous about the farms in the

vicinity of the town and harbour, and there they have but few cattle. The vineyards

in the neighbourhood of the Cape, the grapes of which being larger and riper, yield

the beft and moft delicious wine, and confequently the more profitable, occafion the

cultivation of wheat to be negleded in proportion, which is relinquilhed to the farmers

that live farther up in the country. The wheat- fields are often left: fallow for feveral years,

as every hufbandman has a great quantity of land, which he can afford to keep unem-

ployed. Whenever either a new field, or a field that has lain fallow for feveral years,

is to be put in order, which is a difficult piece of work, fuch ground is firft ploughed

in the month of Auguft, and then again in May, after being previoufly fowed. The
African ploughs have two wheels, one of which is fmaller than the other.

When a youth is arrived at the age of fifteen, he muft be enrolled, and every year

he muft refort to the place of rendezvous, in order to perform his exercife. On this

occafion he muft take the oath of allegiance. When a father has two fons in the mi-

litia, he himfelf is exempt from duty. Thefe reviews, both of horfe and foot, are

held every year, in the to\vn for the burghers, and at Stellenbofch and Zwellendam for

the farmers belonging to the colony. If any one neglects to appear at thefe rendez-

voufes, he is fined.

The farmers fell their merchandizes at the Cape, either to the Company or the

burghers, but are not permitted to difpofe of any thing to ftrangers.

Befides the regency- which isrefident in the town, the country is governed by two

courts of judicature, at which a landroft prefides.

Stellenbofch is a village confifting of thirty houfes and upwards, with a church ; here

a landroft refides, under whofe jurifdidtion comes that part of the country which is

fituated to the north and north-weft ; the other part of the colony that lies to the eaft-

ward is under the fway of the landroft at Zwellendam. Stellenbofch is fituated in a

narrow valley between high mountains, which are open to the fouth-weft or towards

Falfe Bay. It has tWo ftreets with oak trees planted in them, and a river running

through them.

Franfchehock ftands not far from Stellenbofch, below the mountains, and in the

cleft of a mountain. It is remarkable for being the place which, immediately after the

foundation of the town, was inhabited by the French refugees, who, between the years

1680 and 1690, removed hither from Holland, and firft began to plant vineyards in

this country.

Drakenltein alfo is a colony in the neighbourhood of the former, and fituate under

the fame ridge of mountains. The mountains her.e extend from north to fouth, juft as

they do near the town ; and this direftion of them is the caufe that the farms that are

fituated in valleys between two mountains have their day and night at different times.

Thofe who live under the mountains on the weflern fide have day-light firft, as the fun,

having reached the tops of the mountains, which are frequently covered with hail, and

thence appear white, in an inftant illuminates the whole weftern fide ; while, on the

other hand, thofe who live on the eaftern fide of the valley, fee the fun longer in the

evenings, the other fide at the fame time appearing to them enveloped in darknefs and
1

2

a light-
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a light-blue mift, while they themfelves continue to enjoy the mod delightful fun-

(hine.

Next to the Cape, towards the north, and diredly oppofite to the town, are the

Tigers Mountains, which are in the fame diredion with the Olyfant's Kop, and the

Blauwe Berg, or Blue Mountains, all of which are feparated from each other by
valleys.

Neither burghers nor hulbandmen have a right to marry till they have obtained the

governor's confent. As foon as any perfon has obtained this, which is ufually afked on
Thurfdays, the bridegroom receives an order, which, in the prefence of the bride, he
delivers to the jufliciary ; who, after having carefully examined matters, and found

that the parties are not too near related, gives alfo his confent to the match, and allows

the banns to be publiflied three Sundays following, in the ufual manner, from the

pulpit.

So that when the farmers take their annual journey up to town to fell their commo-
dities, buy the neceflary articles for their families, and pay their taxes, they mull always

take that opportunity of being united in the bands of wedlock, or of having their

children baptized at their parifh church.

Should the governor reiufe any one his permiffion to marry, ftill he cannot prevent,

the parties contraded from living together, who, in fuch cafes, are frequently obliged

to put off their nuptials till the arrival of another governor, whofe confent they may
obtain. Sometimes it happens that the bride has recourfe to the jufliciary, who may
think proper to order the marriage to be confummated. In this cai'e, if the bridegroom

be at that time engaged in the Company's fervice, he may have the misfortune to be
fent away by the governor to fome place in the Eaft Indies. The fair fex here, in ge-

neral, marry very young, and, as the boundaries of the colony have been much ex-

tended of late, the increafe of population has likewife been very great.

The country-people have provilions in abundance, but are frequently in want of fur-

niture. One frequently fees chairs and tables made by the farmer himfelf, which he
covers with calf-lkin, or makes of platted leathern ftraps. The floors in the houfes are

formed of earth, beaten down hard and fmooth. In order to make them hard and firm,

they are overlaid either with a mixture of water and cow-dung, or with bullock's

blood, which renders them at the fame time rather flippery.

Various forts of fruits, befides raifins, were dried for the ufe of the fhips.

In winter, fait meat is fometimes eaten, though very rarely ; but fcarcely any is fold

to the fliips.

When a farm is fold in the country, the bargain is concluded, and the farm paid

for in gilders, three of which are reckoned to a rix-dol!ar

The town as well as country-people look upon this country, or their mother-land, as

they term it, to be far fuperior to others, as it produces every neceffary of lite in abun-
dance ; though at the fame time, they are confcious that Europe, their father-land, muft
furnifli them with every thing elfe, even to the very plough-lhare, with which they till

this their fertile country.

In the various excurfions I made into the country, this as well as the preceding years,

I have been more and more convinced, that the whole promontory, called the Cape, is

nothing but a mountain ; for all the ridges and chains of mountains, as well the greateft

as the fmallelt, run between fouth-eaft and north-welt, and thus take the fame diredion

as the violent winds that prevail in this country. They alfo run parallel to, but at une-

qual diftances from each other, fo that fome of the vales that are interpofed between
them, are broad, and frequently inhabited, while others again are very narrow. To-

wards
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wards the north-weft, I have not had an opportunity of feeing their termination ; they

probably run that way as far as to the fea, without leaving any path for walking on the

ihore. Towards the fouth-eaft, all of them, except Hottentot Holland's mountain, ter-

minate in a gentle declivity, before they reach the fea-fhore. It is fmgular, that when
one goes from the town into the country, from fouth to north, and pafles over a moun-
tain, the country on the farther fide is found to be more elevated ; and if we traverfe

the mountains that we meet with farther on, the height of the country ftill increafes,

and fo on for three or four days journey. So that the country between thefe ridges is

nothing but a vale, which is fo broad as to have obtained the name of a province, and

is adorned with feveral farms. On afcending the mountains furrounding fuch valleys,

we fee fimilar ridges and valleys in miniature, but much fmaller, and rarely inabited.

The diftances between fome of the ridges may be fix miles and more, between others

only two or three, and on the tops of the mountains no more than a ftones throw.

Such a trad of land, however, is not plain and level, like a meadow, but deeper in the

middle, where the deepeft rivers, formed by the conjunftion of feveral branches in one,

run parallel with the ridges of the mountains themfelves, and it gradually rifes higher

on each fide, in proportion as we approach the mountains.

Near the Cape, vifhich forms the fouthernmoft angle of the triangle of Africa, the

mountains have the leaft extent. The farther one advances up into the country, and

the broader it grows, the longer are the ridges formed by the mountains. And the far-

ther one proceeds among the mountains, and the higher the country is, the colder one

always finds the climate. In winter there falls fnow, or what is more frequently the

cafe, hail, the depth of fix inches or more, which lies feveral days, and on the tops of

mountains for weeks together, without melting. In the month of Oftober I obferved

the hail ftill lying on the fnow-white tops of the mountains, while the country below

was clad in its richeft fummer attire. Likewife in proportion as the cold increafes in

confequence of the elevation of the country, all vegetables are later produced. The
difference I found here and in fome other places, to amount to as much as two months.

Near the Cape, therefore, all plants and flowers make their appearance the fooneft, the

country there being lower, and the air milder. In like manner, the whole fouthern

coaft, where the mountains go off with a gradual declivity, is always the warmeft, and

is for this rcafon the moft populous and beft inhabited part of the whole colony.

This defcription of the extent, appearance, and height of the mountains, together

with the nature of the country, I hope may throw rather more light on the geography

of this part of Africa, than we had before, at the fame time that it difcovers the reafon

why a country fituated in fo good and temperate a climate, is in fome places extremely

fertile and cultivated, and in others, abfolutely bare, and in fad, almoft defert and inac-

ceflible.

The Dutch officers, both of the outward and homeward-bound fhips, efpecially of the

latter, difpofe here of a great quantity of merchandize of different kinds ; the former

bring for fale, wines, beer, cured hams, cheefe, tobacco pipes, and fometimes haber-

dafliery and hardware ; the latter, cottons, chintzes, rice, tea, &c. And if they cannot

difpofe of their merchandize to the dealers feparately, they put them up at a public

audtion. One likewife fees many of the burghers, who have bought various articles by
wholcfale, fell them again by auction. Such fales by audion are frequently held alfo

in the fpring and winter months, on the Company's account ; and government generally

takes the precaution not to allow of the audions of individuals, till the Company has dif-

pofed of its merchandizes firft.

II Of
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Of the foreign naval officers, the Englifh and Danifli carry on the greateft trade.

The form(.'r chiefly foil large quantities of fine and coarfe hardware, efpecially failor's

knives, fciflars, and other finiilar articles. The latter, in going out, fell Danifh ale and

tar, and on their return, chintzes from Bengal. The Swedifh officers traded for little

or nithing ; on their return, they only difpofed of a few canifters of tea, fome Nankin

and Chinefe filks, fcarcily to a greater amount, than what they paid at their inn for the

few davs they were on fhore. (Jtherwife, defirable articles from Sweden are coarfe grey

cloth, lumber, copper, iron, brafs, fpades, herrings, and more efpecially tar, charcoal

and iron, all which fell to great advantage. The Company charges eight rix-dollars for

one hundred weight of iron, though it is cold-fhire, and inferior to the Swedifh. For

all wares and commodities fold by individuals at auftions, five per cent, mufl be paid

to the fifcal. The money for goods and wares fold by audion is not to be paid till fix

weeks afterwanis.

Among all the different nations that frequented this place, none were fuch bold failors

as the Englifh. They would often beat about in the roads with a flrong fouth-eaft wind,

while the Dutch fhips either kept the open fea, or cafl anchor under Robben Ifland, till

they got a more favourable wind. The former have for the moft part no other rule

than their own judgment and experience, and their fhips are better failers ; whereas the

latter have heavier and more unwieldy fhips, and are obliged to aft according to the

Company's orders.

Foreign fhips were faid to pay for anchorage only five hundred guilders ; but all the

provifions they want they mufl pay dear for, owing to the impofls eftablifhed by the

company on meat and wines. Strangers pay two flivers for a pound of meat, which the

company has for three doits, or about a fifth part of the price.

In the baptifm of children, the Cape clergy confider it as a circumflance of the firfl

importance that the father fhould be known, and be prefent. If the child is a baftard,

and its father does not difcover himfelf, the infant remains unbaptized. If the mother

is a Black or a Hottentot, but the father a Chriflian, who requires it to be baptized, it

is baptized. Every chriflening mufl be performed in the church, for which reafon fuch

colonifts as live far up in the country, mufl take their infants with them when they go

to the Cape, though, as is fometimes the cafe, it be but fix months old.

The gardens both within and without the town, fuffer great devaflation from three or

four different fpecies of rats which are generally termed moles. One of thefe, called

the White Mole (Witte Moll, marmota Africana), is of the fize of a fmall cat, and
white all over, with a fhort tail. The fecond, called the Blaze-fronted Mole (Bles

Moll, marmota capenfts\ is fmaller, and white with brown fpots. The third fpecies

is lefs common, and very beautiful, being of a greenifh colour with a fhining fur. The
lafl of thefe (^talpa Afiatica) or the Gold-green Mole (Blinde Moll), burrows in the

gardens under the furface of the ground, throwing up the mould, by which means it

ruins both the figured trees and hedges that are made of myrtle and box. The former

fpecies of moles alfo are found in the fand-downs near the town.

When the people of the town planted trees before their houfes, they were very folici-

tous to get a dead dog to put in the hole, by which means they thought the growth of

the tree would be much accelerated.

The Bay-tree {laurtis nobilis) was in many places obferved to form fo clofe a hedge,

that one could fcarcely fee through it. It bent likewife to the violence of the winds
without breaking.

The Hottentots who had committed a£ts of violence againft fome colonifts living a

great way up the country, and had been brought hither fome time before, were now
VOL. xvL I punifhed.
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puniftied. Some of them were only flogged, others were flogged and marked befides oil

the back with a red-hot iron, and others had the tendon near the heel Qendo Jchil/is) cut

• out befides. After this they were fet fi-ee, and fent home again for a warning to others.

They had not been taken without difficuhy, as they had fortified themfelves in the

cavities and crevices of the mountains, where they were out of the reach of fire-arms.

Befides this, they defended themfelves by rolling fliones dovvn upon their enemies. The
Company had ordered not only the farmers out againft them, but alfo a corporal from

the citadel with five men to bombard them with hand grenades. At laft they were

taken by flratagem, by the Hottentot Captain Kies.

Accounts were now again received from Roggeveld, that the Bofliies-men Hottentots

had plundered and killed the farmers in that diftrid.

In the month of March, when I paflTed a whole day on the top of Table Mountain,

I was gratified in the evening with a fingular and moft beautiful profpedl from this

confiderable eminence. Table Mountain, like all other mountains in this country, lies

in a direction from north-wefl; to fouth-eafl, thus leaving one of its long fides open to

the north-eafl:, and the other to the fouth-weft. The fun, rifing in the eafl;, does not

here proceed towards the fouth, as in Europe, but towards the north, and at laft finks

into the ocean to the weftwanl of the mountain. This makes an earlier morning, and

exhibits the fun fooner on the north-eaft fide, and a longer afternoon, and later fun on

the fouth-weft fide. So that on the top of this mountain, about five o'clock in the

afternoon, two difi^erent worlds, as it were, prefented themfelves to my view, of which

the weftern ftill enjoyed the fineft fun-fhine and a clear horifon, while the eaftern was

already covered with darknefs and a thick impending mift. This mift, which had ex-

haled from the heated plain, and was now condenfed in the fuddenly cooled air, was fo

thick that no part of the whole country was to be feen, but the whole region refembled

a fmooth unbroken cloud, and did not a little contribute to render the view on each

fide of the mountain remarkably different, though a moment before they were much
the fame.

In the month of May, between the 13th and 19th, in company with Major Gordon
and an Englifli gardener, lately arrived, of the name of Mafon, I made an excurfion

on foot round the mountains fituate between the Cape and Falfe Bay. Having afcended

the front of the valley, as high as the fummit of Table Mountain, we faw a valley to

the right, which runs down to the fea-fliore. To the left a fountain was feen bubbling

up, and forming a narrow rivulet ; but it was fo much overgrown with buflies, that its

fource under a large rock could not be perceived. In all the flat dales of the mountain,

both the large and fmall ones, there was mould, water, and mofs, which formed a
kind of bog. Towards the fouth-eaft it gradually fubfides into valleys, juft in the front

of H ut Baay.

Through the vale called Babian's Kloof (Baboon's valley), which, proceeding from
Table Mountain, parts the ridge of mountains that runs from Conftantia to the fartheft

point in the fouth, we went to Hout Baay, where there was a farm ; to the right we
had the little Lion's Head, a peaked mountain, refembling the great I.ion's Head near

the Cape, and the Karfunkcl (or Carbuncle) Mountain, which is oblong, and covered

at the foot with a fine white quickfand reaching as far as to the fea-fhore. This Litter

mountain forms a promontory, the uttermoit point of which, rifing into a conical protu-

berance that hangs over the fea, is called the Hang-lip. This is feparated, as well as

the Lion's Head, from Table Mountain. Table Mountain has a confiderable rivulet

at its top, a branch of which empties itfelf into Hout Baay (or Wood Bay). The fea

at low water formed, in Hout Baay, rivers, the banks of which were fleep from the

2 fand
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fand that had fallen down. At the mouth a river was formed in a crofs dire(flion, the

banks of which were likewife extremely fteep from the fallen fand. The whole bay
was full of round fand-ftoncs, like the fliores of the lake Vetter. To the left was feen

Steenberg, or Stone Mountain ; at the foot of which, on the other fide, are fituated

Great and Little Conftantia, and which runs out into the fea in a promontory called

Steenbergenhoek, where tiiere is a farm belonging to the company, and known by the

name of Muyfenberg, or Moufe Mountain.

From Hout Baay we went over the mountains to North Hoek, where three farms
are laid out near a large pool of water. The projefting point itfelf of the mountain
over which we had paifed, is called North Hook, and the oppofite projeftion the Slange

Kop (or Serpent's Head). The downs here confided all of quickfand, raifed into hills

of various heights ; thofe that had been lately formed being flill bare, and thofe that

were of a more ancient date, overgrown with buflies, efpecially the wax-fhrub (jvyrica

coralifclia)., which frequently grew on them low and creeping. A falt-pan th;it lay to

the fouth-eaft, had banks of two or three yards in height ; it was now partly filled with

water, the furface of which was covered with flamingoes (phanicoptenis ruber). Its

bottom was fandy, or a mixture of fand and clay. In winter-time it is filled with water

for the fpace of feveral months. It has its water from rain, and not from the fea, from
which it is at a confiderable diftanc^e ; confequently its water is not encreafed or diini-

niflied by the tide. Duyn-hout, or Zwart-hout, was the name given to a flirub that has

flefliy leaves, and was without bloflbms, fcliis compofiiis , fclioHs cuneifonnibus carmfts.

It appeared to be an umbelliferous plant. Here we met with the celebrated farmer

Jan Bruyns, one of the beft markfmen in the country, and who had made the unfortu-

nate expedition with Heupnaer to the Rio de la Goa, through the country of the Caf-

fres, when feven of the company were maflacred by the Caffres, and himfelf with only

five others efcaped.

The Slange Bofch (^feripbium) which grew here, was faid, when made into a decoc-

tion, to expel worms.

After purfuing our journey farther over the mountains to Wildfchut's brand, where
we found only one Hottentot hut, fituated in a fine grafs plot on the mountain ; we
went a little way back again over the fame mountains, and arrived at Falfe Bay.

The barren mountains, which run from Falfe Bay out into the fea, are called by the

colonifls, as well as by the failors, Norweegen or Norway.
Bay Falfo, Falfe or Simon's Bay, is a name given to the harbour on this fide, where

the fliips only touch in winter, and where they are fheltered from the north-weft

llorms, fo dangerous in this feafon to the Ihips that lie in Table Bay. This harbour is

larger thjyi that of the Cape. The fliore is not broad, and in feveral places, by
rcaibn of the mountains jetting out into the fea, there is none at all. The houfes

Hand on the tops of the hills, and are fometimes very unfit for the accomrr.odation of
ftrangers. A large round rock in the harbour went by the name of the Ark,
another was called the Romance Rock ; and an ifland, fituated farther out to the eaft-

ward, Malagas Ifland, Befides a houfe belonging to the company, in which, lives a
refident, there are here an hofpital, a warchoufe, a flaughterhoufe, and a lew farm-

houies belonging to individuals. The company's garden lay at lome diftance.

From Falfe Bay we went over flat and low fands, pafl'ed Muyfenberg and the com-
pany's fifliing place, back to the Cape. In different parts of the fanuy plains there

were fmall lakes, as they might be ca'led, of fait water, which had not yet been dried

up by the fummer's heat. Thefe plains, abounding as they did in water, fl;ill

harboured in diS'erent parts fome Flamingoes, which, with tlicir white and blood-red

I 2 . feathers.
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feathers, adorned thefe fpots, and devoured the infefts and worms in the water. We
fhot one of them, and broke the wing bone, which prevented the bird from flying ;

but we had flill the greateft difficulty to catch it, as with its long legs it waded through

the water, which was a foot deep, much falter than we were able to follow it.

On the I ft of June, being Whit-Monday, there arofe a very high north-weft wind,

with violent hurricanes and Ihowers of rain ; at night, in this ftorm, the JongeThomas,

one of the four Ihips belonging to the company, that were ftill in the road, having

loft all its anchors, one after the other, was driven on the fands near the ftiore, at

Zout Rivier, and, in confequence of its heavy lading, fplit into two pieces in the

middle. The furge rofe to an amazing height on the fhores towards this fide, and

Zout Rivier was fo fwollen, that it was almoft impaflable. It is true, from the middle

of May to the middle of Auguft, the Company's fhips are prohibited from lying in the

road ;
yet it fometimes happens, that the governor permits it in order to avoid the

inconveniences of viftualling and lading the fhips in Falfe Bay. Independently of the

lofs fuftained by the company, as well in fhips as merchandize, there perifhed alfo

unfortunately on this occafion, a number of the crew, who, for the want of affiftance,

were loft, and met with a deplorable death, very near the land. Only fixty-three

men efcaped, one hundred and forty-nine being unhappily drowned.

The fhip had fcatcely ftruck, which happened juft at day-break, when the moft

efficacious expedients were ufed to fave as much as poffible of the Company's property

that might chance to be thrown on fhore, though I could not perceive that the

leaft care was taken to deliver a fingle foul of the crew from their forlorn and miferable

fituation. Thirty men were inftantly ordered out, with a ftripling of a lieutenant, from

the citadel, to the place where the fhip lay, in order to keep a ftrift look-out, and pre-

vent any of the company's effefts from being ftolen ; and a gibbet was eredled, and

at the fame time an edift iffued, importing that whoever fhould come near that fpot,

fhould be hanged up immediately, without trial or fentence of judgment being pafTed

upon him. This was the caufe that the compaflionate inhabitants, who had gone out

on horfeback to afford the wretched fufferers feme affiftance, were obliged to turn

back without being able to do them the leaft fervice ; but, on the contrary, were,

together with me, ocular witneffes of the brutality and want of feeling fhewn by
certain perfons on this occafion, who did not beftow a thought on affording their fellow-

creatures, that fat on the wreck perifhing with cold, hunger, and thirft, and were
almoft in the arms of death, the leaft affiftance or relief.

Another circumftance contributed to render this otherwife diftreffing fcene ftill more
afflicting. Among the few, who were lucky enough to be able to fave their lives by
fwimming from the wreck, was the gunner, a man with whom I was acquainted, and
met with feveral times afterwards in the town : he had ftript himfelf quite naked, in

order that he might fwim the eafier, and had the good luck to come alive to fhore,

which was not the cafe with every one that could fwim ; for many were either dafhed

to pieces againft the rocks, or elfe by the violence of the furf carried back again to fea.

When he arrived on fhore, he found his cheft landed before him ; but julf as he was
going to open it, and take out his great coat, the lieutenant, who commanded the

party, drove him away from it ; and though he earneftly begged for leave to take out

the clothes neceflary for covering his naked and fliivering body, and could alfo prove

by the key, faflendd, according to the failor's cuftom, to his girdle, as well as by his

name cut out on the lid of the cheft, that it was aftually his property, he vvas, never-

thelefs, forced to retreat without effcding his purpofe, by this unmerciful hero, who
gave him feveral fmart blows with a cane on his bare back. After he had pafled the

whole
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whole day naked and hungry, and expofed to the cold winds, and was going to be
taken in the evening to town along with the others who had been faved from the wreck,
he again aiked leave to take a coat out of his chefl to cover himfelf with ; but this

having been previoufly plundered, he found empty. On entering the town, where he
arrived ftark naked, he met with a burgher, who took conipaflion on him, and lent

him his great coat. Afterwards he, as well as the other unfortunate wretches, was
forced to run about the town for feveral days together, begging for viftuals, clothes,

and money, till at length they were fupported at the company's expence, and taken
back again into its fervice.

Another aClion that does great honour to humanity, deferves the more to be recorded
here, as it fliews that at all times, and in all places, there are both good and confiderate

people, as well as fuch as have nothing human but the fliape. An old man, of the
name of Woltemad, by birth an European, who was at this time the keeper of the
beafls in the menagerie near the garden, had a fon in the citadel, who was a corporal,

and among the firft who had been ordered out to Paarden Ifland (Horfe Ifland), where
a guard was to be fet for the prefervation ot the wrecked goods. This worthy veteran
borrowed a horfe, and rode out in the morning with a bottle of wine and a loaf

of bread for his fon's breakfafl. This happened fo early, that the gibbet had not
yet been erefted, nor the edift polled up, to point out to the traveller the nearefl road
to eternity. This hoary fire had no fooner delivered to his fon the refrcfhments

he had brought him, and heard the lamentations of the diftreffed crew from the wreck,
than he refolved to ride his horfe, which was a good fwimmer, to the wreck, with a
view of faving fome of them. He repeated this dangerous trip fix times more, bring-

ing each time two men alive on fhore, and thus faved in all fourteen perfons. The
horfe was by this time fo much fatiji;ued, that he did not think it prudent to venture out
again ; but the cries and intreaties of the poor wretches on the \\ reck increafing, he
ventured to take one trip more, which proved fo unfortunate, that he loft his own
life, as on this occafion too many from the wreck rufhed upon him at once, fome of
them catching hold of the horfe's tail, and others of the bridle, by which means the
horfe, both wearied out, and now too heavy laden, turned head over heels, and all

were drowned together. This noble and heroic adion of a fuperannuated old man,
fufficiently fhews that a great many lives might probably have been faved, if a ftrong

rope had been faftened by one end to the wreck, and by the other to the fliore. Along
this rope either a bafket or a large copper veflel might have been hawled to and from
the fliip, with a man in it each time. When the ftorm and waves had fubfided, the
fliip was found to lie at fo fmall a diftance from the land, that one might have almoft

leapeil from it on fhore.

The vigorous meafures taken to preferve the Company's efTcfts and merchandize,
were not, however, fo efficacious, as to prevent certain perfons in office from enrich-

ing theinfelves confiderably on this occafion. For when whole horfe-loads of iron

from the wrecks could be fold to the fmiths in town, it is eafy to conceive that their

confciences would not ftand greatly in their way, if they could lay their hands upon
portable and valuable commodities. The foldicrs alfo were fo careful when on guard,
that nothing fhould be pillaged from the wreck, that they theinfelves every night,

when relieved, marched into town with their mulket-barrels ftuffed full of folid gold
lace, which, though fomewhat damaged by the fait water, anfwered very well when
thrown into the melting-pot.

Though the hardcft hearts frequently are foftened by the uncommonly fevcre mif-

fortunes and diltreil'es of their fellow-creatures, and though great and noble adions

have
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have at all times been able to excite the gratitude and benevolence of the fellow-

citizens of the perpetrator
;

yet (I am forry to fay it) I have it not in my power to con-

clude this melancholy picture with fome delightful trait of generous compaflion on

the part of the governor towards the poor fuft'erers, and efpecially towards the drowned

hero, or of fome noble remuneration of his fon. For when, fhortly after, this young

man folicited for the employment of his deceafed father, which was a poll: of fuch

fmall importance, that it could neither be confidered as a recompenfe, nor could it be

envied him by any one, it was refufed him, and given to another.

This unfeeling bon vivant of a governor, rich in money, but poor in fpirit, per-

mitted him, neverthelefs, aftersvards to do what others confider as a punifliment, viz.

to go to Batavia, where he hoped to find kind patrons and a wider field for making

his fortune in. And here he would doubtlefs have attained his defires, had he lived

longer ; but in the very unwholefome climate whither he was now gone to fee his

only brother, a merchant, he died, before an order arrived from the direftors of the

Company in Holland (which did as much credit to them, as it ought to have accumu-

lated ftiame upon the officers of the Cape), viz. that the fons of Woltemad for the

fake of their father, (hould be rewarded and promoted in every way that could poflibly

be done. On this and firailar occafions, I have obferved, how much an enlightened

mind and a generous heart are to be prized among the gifts of fortune, above riches

and honours ; and how infinitely thefe latter are exalted by the former, if they are

united with them, in which cafe .they command every one's efteem.

I now alfo perceive the reafon why the Europeans, both failors and foldiers, are in

many refpe£ts treated worfe and with lefs compaflion, than the very flaves themfelves.

With refped to the latter, the owner not only takes care that they are clothed and

fed, but likewife, when they are fick, that they are well nurfed and have proper

medical attendance. The former go as they can, viz. naked, or drefled in tattered

clothes, which, perhaps, after all, do not fit them ; and when one of them dies, it is a

common faying, that the Company gets another for nine guilders.

The violent hurricanes from the north-welt have more than once occafioned fliip-

wreck in thefe roads. In 1692, three veffels, one Englifli and two Dutch, were driven

on Ihore and loft. From the fame caufe, thirty years ago, in the month of May, feven

of the Company's fhips were faid to have been wrecked and loft.

On the 31ft of July a flave was executed, who had murdered his mafter. The
delinquent being laid on a crofs and tied faft to it, firft his arms and legs were burned

in eight different parts with jagged tongs, made red hot ; afterwards his arms and legs

were broken on the wheel, and laftly, his head was cut off and fixed on a pole. The
judge that tries and condemns the criminal, is always prefent, and walks in proceffion

to the place of execution, in order to give folemnity to the ceremony. The foldiers

form a circle. The place of execution is between the town and the citadel, on a fmall

eminence.

On the 8th of Auguft, a flave was hanged for fome great crime.

After malefactors have fuffered at the place of execution, within the town, they are

always brought out in the evening to the gallows without the town, where they are

either hanged, and that generally in irons, in which manner the fkeleton may be pre*

ferved for a long time, or elfe drawn and quartered. There are two gallows out of the

town, one at the entrance to the harbou/, under the Leeuwe Staart (Lion's Tail), on
which Europeans are hanged, and the other beyond the citadel, near Zout Rivier, on
which flaves and Hottentots are executed.

Zout



thunberg's account of the c.u'e of good hope. Oj.

Zout Rivier (or Salt River) is a river of confiderable fize, which derives its fource

from Table Mountain, and difembogues itfelf into the harbour. The water here is

fait, from the admixture of fea water, and rifes and falls with the tide.

The oak (rjuercus rcbitr) and apricot (pruniis Armeniaca) bloflbmed in Auguft, the

former, juft after it had thrown out its leaves, and the latter, before it had any leaves.

The alder alfo {betula alnus), as well as the almond and peach-tree, were now in

bloflbm.

In the winter-months, when much rain fell, the water was in fome places feen rufh-

ing like a torrent through the clefts of the mountains, down the highelt, fteep, "and

bare rocks.

Though the colony is inhabited to a great extent, and the Hottentots are almoft ex-

tirpated, yet it fometimes happens that flaves run away and hide themfelves, and that

chicfiy in the mountains. But it is very uncommon for a foldier or failor to run into

the country, as he would eafily be difcovered there. When an unconverted flave

runs away and is taken, he is beaten by his mafter or the officers of the police ; but
if a Chriitian defcrts from the Company's fervice, he is hanged. The money laid out
in the purchafe of the former, faves him from death, but the eftablifhed laws do not
fpare the latter.

For the ufe of the foldiers in the citadel, cooks are taken into it, who drefs viftuals,

and fell them out in portions to the foldiers. Every foldier receives from the Company
three pounds of bread twice a week.

Every foltlier pays out of his wages two fUvers per month to the courier for boots,

and is befides obliged to keep guard for him.

Thofe wretches that are guilty of beftiality, are not put to their trial, or imprifoned,

but are immediately drowned, as being unworthy to appear before the judge, or to be
vifited bv a clergyman. In this manner a flave was now executed.

The tifcal is independent in his office, not beiYig fubordinate to the governor, and
accountable only to the direftors in Holland. When difputes and contentions arife

between burghers or others, he fines them. The fine here is not proportioned to the

crime of the offenders, but, for the molt part, fuited to their circumftances. The
fifcal therefore, to whom thefe fines furnifli a confiderable revenue, treats turbulent

and offending perfons as a phyfician does a plethoric patient, of whom he always draws
blood in proportion as the ftrength of his habit will permit.

Conflantia, confifting of two farms, called Great and little Conftantia, which are

fituated below the eaft fide of Table Mountain, is celebrated for its highly delicious

wine, known by the name of Conftantia or Cape wine, which is fold in Europe at fo

high a price. This wine is extremely fweet, agreeable and lufcious, and only fit for the

deffert, as, on account of its fweetnefs, if drank in abundance, it lies heavy on the

ftomach. Of the red wine, about fixty pipes are made, and of the white about ninety

;

yet the vintage here, as in other places, is different in different years. Thefe two farms
were for a long time the only fpots which, by rcafbn of their fituation, could produce
this delicate wine ; but lately fome other farms in this dilfricf , and in a few other places,

have been able to bring their wines to the fame degree of excellence. But as the Com-
pany has refcrved to itfelf the exclufive fale of the Conftantia wine, which confequently
is confidered as contraband, and is not to be bought or tranfported to Holland under
that name by individuals, they have hit upon the expedient of giving their wine, which
in point of goodnefs does not yield to Conftantia, the name of Mag wine (or Stomach),
which in general is fold to the naval offices of foreign nations cheaper than the Conftan-
tia wine itfelf.
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It is remarkable, that the governor increafes his revenue by every pipe of wine pur-

chafed on the account of the Company. The Company ufually pays forty rix-do!lars for

every pipe, and the feller gives a receipt for forty, but receives no more than twenty-

feven rix-doUars, three being dedufted for the clergyman's tythe. Ordinary wine is

fometimes fold at the rate of ten rlx-doUars a pipe, as was the cafe one year that I

was at the Cape. As a pipe contains about one hundred and twelve gallons, the wine

is confequently very cheap. In like manner other perfons in office make confidferable

profit on every thing that pafles through their hands, which they are indeed often

obliged to do, as their falaries cannot fupport them in a country where moft of the

neceflaries of life are many times dearer than they are in Europe. Thus, while the

governor makes ten rix-dollars of every pipe of wine that is fold, other officers find their

advantage in giving leave of abfence to people who receive pay from the Company with-

out doing any fervice for it. Some make their fortunes by falfe weights, others by

damaged goods. A fhipwreck fills the pockets of many. In confequence of the rapa-

city of their captains and their mates, the failors feldom gel their due. The foldiers

mufl yield fomething to their officers. The fick mufl ftarve for the fupport of many
that are in health, and the defund mufl leave part of their effeds to the firft comer.

The governor this year caufed a hot-houfe to be built in the Company's garden for

pine-apples. This fruit, fo delicate at Batavia, could not arrive here at the maturity

and high flavour that it does in the Eafl Indies ; in like manner the Pifang {jnufa pa-

radiftaca, or bananas') would feldom blolTom in the few gardens where it was cultivated,

and never yielded any fruit that was perfedtly ripe and high flavoured.

The American Aloe (agave Americana') imported from the botanic gardens of Eu-

rope, was now common on the hills near the town, and blofibnied finely every year,

without attracting fuch a great concourfe of fpedtators as it does at Amfterdam.

The Porcupine, or Yzer-varken (hyjirix), whofe ufual food is the root of that beau-

tiful plant, the calla JEthiopica, will frequently deign to put up with cabbages and
other vegetables, by which means he fometimes commits great depredations in the

gardens.

By the Swedifh fhips that were newly arrived, and brought feveral of my friends, I

not only had the pleafure of receiving letters, but alfo the joyful tidings of the happy
change of government made laft year in my native country, by which a great and good
king, without bloodfhed, and in a manner as noble as his condud was wife, had been
able to put an end to the difcord which for many years had divided his fubjedls, to the

great detriment of the kingdom.

In my various excurfions to Table Mountain, I obferved in its crevices both DafTes

and Baboons. The former I perceived generally near the top of the mountain, jufl: at

fun-rifmg, when they ufed to come out to bafk in the fun. Whoever wifhes to fhoot

them, mufl cautioufly approach them, and with a quick gun take his aim in fuch a

manner, as to lay them dead on the fpot. If the gun was not quick, they would make
off, as foon as ever the prime flafhed in the pan ; and, if the animal was not inflantly

killed, it would withdraw into a crevice, fo that it could not poffibly be got out. The
flefli is fometimes eaten, and is tolerably well tafled.

The baboons were pretty numerous, and indeed' dangerous to travellers ; for fitting

undifmayed on the tops of the rocks, where they were frequently out of the reach of
fhot, they would roll, and even throw down, flones of all forts and fizes. The ufe of
the gun, however, was on thefe occafions indifpenfably neceffary, as by means of it they

might at leafl be driven to fuch a diflance, that the flones they threw could not do fo

much mifchief. It is curious to obferv^ them in their flight. With their cubs on their

A 9 backs
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backs they will often make aftonifliing leaps up a perpendicular rock ; and it is but
feldom that they can be fliot ; and even if any one of them is fhot, it is not eafily

killed.

In the town, tame baboons are fometimes kept, made faft to a pole. Their ar^illty

in climbing, leaping, and dodging any one ttiat offers to ftrike them, is a' r.ul ircre-

diblc. Though one qf thcfe baboons vhs tied up, ftill it was impofiible a^ tht . 'fiance

of a few yards to hit him with a Itone. He would either catch the itone, like a ball, in

his hand, or elfe avoid it in the moft furprifmg and nimble manner.

The baboons of Table Mou^.tain, befid<"s paying frequent vifits to, and pl-mdering

the gardens of the Europeans, feed alfo upon the pulpous bulbs of fevoral 1 'inir, which
after digging up, they peel and er.t. Heaps of th^fe parings were freouei.tly feen Itft

after them, particularly near the ftones, where they refide. The gladiolus pUcatus ap-

pears to be the moft favorite plant with thofe that live ne:.r the Cape, for which '•eafon

alfo this plant is known by the name of the Baboon. Ihe root of this plant is fome-
times boiled and eaten bv the colonifts.

In the fandy plains near the Cape, the great white African mole (jrarmota Afrirana')

is more pai-ticularly to be found, and that in abundance. It make-s la -ge holes in the

ground, over which it lays little heaps of mould ; thefe holes are very inconvenient to

people in walking, who ftep down into them unawares, and aie frequc;nly in danger of
falling. The fize of it is nearly equal to that of a cat ; it is of a fierce nature, and,

when caught, defends itfelf with its teeth. It feeds on feveral forts of bulbous roots

that grow in thefe fandy plains in abundance, efpecially Gladiolufes, Ixias, Antholyzas,

and Irifes. Pennant mentions it at p. 472. under the name of the African Rat.

Thofe that are but in a fmall degree acquainted with botany need not be told, that

by the opening and clofmg of flowers, one may frequently kjiow with certainty, as from
a watch, what hour of the day it is, as well as if the weather will be fine or rayiy.

Plants of this kind are common on the African hills.

The moraa undulata never opens before nine o'clock in the morning, and before fun.

fet, at four in the afternoon, it clofes again.

The ixia cinnamomca (Avondbloem, Canelbloem) opens every evening at four, and
exhales its agreeable odours through the whole night.

The approach of rain is announced by the flowers of various bulbous planf: fuch as

the Ixias, Moraeas, Irifes, and Galaxias, the tender flowers of which do mt open in i!>e

morning if rain is to be expedted foon ; and if a fhower is to fall in the attcriiouii, they

clofe fome time before.

Several of thefe likewife diffufe an agreeable fragrance, particularly at evening or

night, fomewhat like the odour of pinks, but fainter ; fuch are the giadiolvs trifiis and
rccurvus, the ixia pilofa, falcata, and cinnamomea.

The tarth-rofe (Aard-roos) was the name by which the inhabitant-; both of the

town and country, diflinguifhed the hyobanchefanguinea^ a plant with a low deep.red

flower, which is fcarcely of a finger's length, and has neither branches nor leaves. It

grows in winter and fpring in the low fandy phins, both near the town at:d elfewhere

towards the fea-fhore, pufhing only its duller of blood-red flowers above the ground.

The antholyza rifigens, with its gaping flowei-, and the ever-varying gladiolus plicatus,

which decorate thefe fandy plains in abundance, have their pulpous bulbc deep df^wn ia

the fand, and do not raife their flowers much higher than the Hyobanche above the

furface of the ground.

During the winter-months, three beautiful fpecies of gardenia were blowing in the

Company's garden. The gardenia Jiorida was probably brought hither from the
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Indies ; at leaft, in my travels in this fouthermofl angle of Africa, I never perceived it

growing wild any where, but always j^antcd in the gardens, and that even among the

colonifts far up the country. Here it always produced double flowers, and, conl'e-

quently, no fruit, which the Chinefe ufe for dyeing yellow. The gardenia Rothmannia,

which has lefs confpicuous flowers than the former, and of which both the flowers and

fruit, on being dried, always turn black. The gardenia Thunbergia, with refpeft to

its bloffom, is one of the finefl: trees in the world. This little tree had been brought

a few years before from the forells of the country, where it is fcarce, and grows very

flowly, the wood being at the fame time fo hard, that on this account it is ufed for

clubs. This tree, after it has once begun to bloffom, continues to blow for feveral

months, producing frefli bloflbms every day, as fall as the old ones by degrees fade

and droop, and at length fall off. The bloffom is almoff fix inches long, white and
thick, like the moft beautiful wafli-leather, of an agreeable odour, and does not lofe

its white colour.

If the cold in this country were fevere, and it were abfolutely neceffary for the in-

habitants to keep fires in their ordinary apartments, it would be a wretched country

indeed, on account of the great want of fuel it labours under. The wood that is ufed

for dreffing their victuals in the kitchen is nothing but brulhwood, being got with no
lefs pains than expence from the fmaller trees and buflies. On making fome inquiry

concerning this matter, I found that the following were the mofl; commonly employed
for this purpofe ; viz. the Hems and roots ot the protea grandijiora, conocarpa, fpeciofa,

hirta, viellifera, and argentea, a few fpecies of erica, and fome forts of brunia.

In a country like this, where it is for the moft part impoffible to have recourfe to an

apothecary, and the medicines fent from Europe extremely dear, the inhabitants had
prudently thought of trying the indigenous plants of Africa 5 and, among thefe, they

had difcovered various ufeful remedies in different difeafes. As a botanilt and phyfi-

cian, I was eager to be acquainted with them, and never loft an opportunity of adding

to the flender ftock of my knowledge, which often proved ferviccable, both to myfelf

and the benevolent and obliging colonifts. For when any of thefe could impart to me,
in their plain and artlefs way, a flight notion only of fome ufeful plant, I was able af-

terwards to give them a more accurate idea of its true ufe in curing difeafes.

Many gerania, with their red and pulpous roots, grew in the fandy plains near the

town ; and as thefe roots are of an aftringent nature, the country-people ufed them in

the diarrhoea and dyfentery.

The root of the brpnia Africana was employed both as an emetic and a purge.

The roots of the afclepias undulata (Bitter-wortel) and crifpa, as well as the whole

of the herb eriocephalus, were ufed for the purpofe of expelling urine in the dropfy.

For the fame purpofe alfo they frequently made ufe of the root of the hamanthus

roccineus, jnftead of fquills, or the/cil/a maritima. This plant is very common on the

hills below the mountains, and hence has obtained the name of the Mouniain-fquill,

Its root is laige, white, mucilaginous, fibrous, and fomewhat acrid. Alter being cut

into flices, it is fteeped in vinegar, and from this is made a kind of weak cxymel fcilli-

ticum, which is ufed in dropfies and afthmas.

The po/ygoniim barbafum, which grows in ditchesj and is of an acrid nature, is, like

its kindred fpecies, ufed for dropfical and fwelled legs.

A decoftion of the leaves of the crotolaria perfoliata was efteemed a powerful

diuretic, and, in confequence of this property, to cure dropfies.

The piper capenfe was in fome places ufed as a ftomachic, inltead of common pepper
;

and thefagara capenfis (Wilde Cardamom) was of great fervice to many people in the

flatulent cholic, and the palfy.

The



tiiunberg's account of the cape of good hope. 67

The juice of the mefcmbryanihemxim edide was ufed both as an internal and external

remedy : internally for the dyfentery and the thrufh {aphtha) in children, and exter-

nally for burns.

They were very loud here in the praifes of the ofmitcs camphorina, to which thev

were pleafed to give the name of heliis (or daify). This plant has certainly great merit

on account of its camphorated principle, and its ftrong poignant fmell and tafte, both

of which evince it to be of a highly refolving nature. The plant itfelf is fometimes ufed

externally, applied in bags to inflammations, and on the ftomach in cholics. But the

fpirit diftilled from it, called //>/>/Vi/j bellidis, was highly efteemed in coughs and hoarfe-

nefs. In thefe cafes, however, it appeared to me to be too heating ; but I ufed it more
than once with advantage in the palfy and apoplexv. The genuine fpecies, or the

cfmitcs camphorina, which is the very belt, I found growing on the top of Table
Mountain only ; and as it was obtainable only by a few, the ofmitcs n/ierifcoicles, which
has a fainter fmell and weaker virtues, was ufed in its (lead. As an afbingcnt in the

diarrhoea, the rough and auftere bark of the protca grandijlora was frequently ufed.

In the environs ot the town grew likewife various plants, which the inhabitants had
learned to convert to their own benefit when afflided with diforders ; as, e.g.

The adonis capenfis and atragene vejicatoria (Brandblad) ufed inftead of Cantharides :

thefe plants grew on the fides of the mountains and hills ; and were exhibited in the

fciatica and rheumatifm.

The adianthum JElJnopicum (Vrouwehaar), a fpecies of maidenhair, grew chiefly on
the fides of the Devil's Mountain, and was drank at tea, in colds and other afi"eftions

of the brcaft.

The protea mcUifera (Tulp-boom and Zuyker-boom) contains in its calvx a fweet

juice, which, when infpiffated, was ufed in diforders of the breaft.

The falicornia friiticofa (Zee-koral, or fea-coral) grew on the fea-fhore, and, not-

withftanding its brackifli tafte, was eaten by the foldiers and fome few others as a fallad^

drefled with oil and vinegar.

Befides the Company's difpenfary which was at the hofpital, another was founded
this year in the town, by which means the countrv-people may now have a better op-

portunity of procuring medicines than they had before, when they are obliged to pur-

chafe them of the furgeons at a very high price.

From the oxalis ccrnua < Wilde Syring), which grew to the greateft fize and in the

greateft abundance of all the fpecies appertaining to this genus, was prepared a good
and ferviceabley?// acetofdlce (or fait of wood-forrel).

Hard Looper (or Faft Runner) was a name given, on account of the fwiftnefs with

which it ran, to the carabus i o-guttattis ; an infect that frequented fevcral places, and
often the highways themfelves. 'I'his animal has the fame property as our Swedifh gun-
ner {carabus crepitans), viz. that when it is purfucd or caught, it blows out with vio-

lence from behind a liquid, which has the appearance of a thin fine fmoke, difl'ufing

itfelf all around," and if it gets into the eyes, making them fmart juil as if brandy were
fquirtcd into them. By thefo means it blinds its purfuers, and gets an opportunity of
efcaping while the pain lafts, which is about a minute or two.

Fifcal and Canary-byter were the appellations given to a black and white bird {lanius

collaris), which was common in the town, and was to be found in every garden there.

As it was a bird.pf prey, though very fmall, if fought its food among the infct^s, fuch '

as beetles and grafshoppers, which it not only caught with great dexterity, but likewife,

when it could not confume them all, it would flick them up on the pales of farm-yards

till it had occafion for them, fo that one would have fuppofed them to have been impaled

K 2 in
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in this manner by human beings. It alfo caught fparrows and canary-birds, but did not

devour any more of them than the brains.

A beautiful green thrufh (turdus ceilonicus) frequented the gardens of the town, and

delighted the ears of the attentive burgher with his fweet fong.

The winter rains having moiftened the dry hills in the environs of the Cape, various

beautiful and elegant flowers of bulbous plants began to fpring in the month of Auguft.

ITie plants that were more particularly common were the ixia bulbocodmm, which varied

much in the fize and colour of its flowers ; the moraa collhia 2.nAfpathacea, the depend-

ent leaves of which twined round the feet of the perambulator, and frequently threw

him down : and the moraa undalata, the flower of which has the appearance of a large

fpider, and attracts the flies called blue bottles by its fetid fmell. The elegant family

of the iri/es, however, efpecially the papiliofiacea, excelled all others in the fuperb

grandeur of their flowers, which was greater than can be exprefled.

Caffre Corn {holcus Caffrorum) was cultivated by fome few people in their gardens as a

rarity, and grew to the height of a man, bearing large clufters of flowers j confequently

it is a very profitable kind of com, but requires a great deal of heat.

The mirabilis dkhotoma (Vieruurs Bloem, or Four-o'clock Flower) was planted in a

few gardens, both for the beauty of its flowers, and its Angular quality of clofing them

every evening at four o'clock.

Among the various forts of fifti that appeared on the tables at the Cape, were the

ch'imara callorynchus (Dodfkop or Jofeph), the flefli of which is white and well-tafl:ed

;

and the raja miraletus (or Rock). The raja torpedo too, (called here Trill Vifch,) was

fometimes caught in the harbour, but not brought to table.

Pelicans with their large claws, called here Kropgans (^pelecajius onocroialus), which

are not fcarce on the coaft, were alfo kept in a tame ftate, and lived on fi(h, and food of

a fimilar nature, by the water-fide.

Of the rejiio dichotomus (Beefem Riet) brooms were made to fvveepthe floors with.

The fingular name of King of Candia was given by the inhabitants to the hamantlms

coccineus and puniccus, one of the largefl; and nioft beautiful flowers that made their appear-

ance towards winter on the hills of the Cape, exhibiting in ftately pomp its blood-red

clufters of flowers that grew clofe to the ground, and bare of leaves, which, pievioully

to the blowing of the plant, had withered and difappeared. After the flov/ers come the

fruit ; and this is fucceeded by the leaves alone, which are but two in number, and lie

down flat on the ground, like thofe of the amaryllis ciliaris : which latter plant, with

its leaves fringed with black hairs, grew all over this diftrid, though it was never once

feen to bloflbm.

Befides the chameleon, which changes Its colour, there were two lizards, very com-
mon on the hills near the town ; the lacertajiell'to and orbicularis^ fitting every where on
the ftones, and balking in the fun. Both of them made a hideous appearance with their

protuberant points, and when any body approached them, ran quickly down under the

itones to hide ihemfelves.

The Hottentots generally eled a chief, whom they call captain ; and as they pretend

to be in alliance with the Dutch Eaft India Company, the captain whom they have eleft-

ed, is to be confirmed by the governor at the Cape. One of theie captains was now
come to town, attended by a few Hottentots, to be confirmed in his new dignity, and,

agreably to ancient cuftom, receive fome prefents. As a token of his authority, he is

prefented with a lur<;e brafs head, on which are engraved the Company's arms. The
captain heads the troops when they take the field, either againft their enemies, or for the

purpofe of hunting wild hearts, on which occafion he alfo throws the firft fpear. In

2 other
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other refpecls, very little more regard is fhewn to him than to the reft ; and the chief

difference between them feems to be, that he commonly wears either a calf's or a tiger's

fkin, while the reft are clad in ftieep-lkins.

In winter, when the north-weft wind blows ftormy into Table Bay, whales are fome-

times driven in. One of thefe fifh had lately been caft on fliore dead. It was above two

fathoms long. From its back, which lay above the water, they cut out large pieces, in

order to extra£l train-oil from the blubber.

In like manner, during this feafon, there arrived at the numerous iflands that lie round

about the Cape a great number of feals, which in this part of the world are commonly
called fea-dogs, becaufe, while they are bounding up and down in the water, they bear

fome refemblance to a dog. There they breed at this time, and bring up their young
ones, and are caught in abundance for the Company, for the purp'^fe of making train-

oil. It is fmgular that the fea-dog, which is in faft a marine animal, cannot fwim by

nature, as foon as it comes into the world. It is the fame cafe with this as with fome
kinds of birds, which cannot fly till they are taught by the mother. Thus it is that the

fea-dog learns of its mother to fwim. When the young feal is arrived at a certain age,

his mother catches him by the neck and throws him into the water, where he plalhes

about, till at length he begins to fmk : the mother then catches him up again, and thus

makes him try feveral times, till at laft he can fwim and go out to fea.

The farming out of wine and victuals produces to the Company a confiderable revenue.

The former was now, according to annual cuftom, fold by audion on the laft day of

Auguft ; and he who bids' higheft becomes the farmer-general of the wine-contra£l,

having the exclufive right of felling wine, not only to ftrangers and to the officers of the

Dutch fhips, but alfo to the inns and taverns. The owners of vineyards, it is true, may
difpofe of their wine to the burghers at the Cape for their own confumption ; but neither

they nor any one elfe are fuffered, under a heavy penalty, to fell a fmgle drop of it to

any other perfon. By this means the wine com.es very high to foreign nations, and at a

tavern a bottle cofts feveral times as much as it does to private people at their ov^ n houfes.

The farmer of the wines has alone the power of retailing out wine himfelf, or of permit-

ting others who keep inns, for a certain confideration, to do the fame. The revenue

from the wine-contraft amounts yearly to between thirty and forty thoufand guilders.

The vidualling contraft is conduced in a different manner. He that bids the loweft

at the auftion is appointed the farmer-general of this monopoly ; viz. he that offers to

fumilh the Company with frefh meat for its ffiips and its other exigencies at the loweft

price. From this contradt, it is true, the Company receives no pecuniary advantage

;

but then it gets all its meat at a much lower price, than it otherwife could poflibly be
obtained. It is in confequence of this contract alfo, that the burghers as well as ftrangers,

are obliged to pay an extravagant price for butchers-meat. Thus whilft the Company
get butchers-meat for two droits per pound, the burghers mult pay at the rate of four

or more, and ftrangers two ftivers ; and while a bullock, fit for flaughter, is com-
monly fold for five Dutch rix-dollars, ftrangers muft pay at the rate of ten or more.
This contraft is farmed out for one, two, three, five, or feven years ; and certain fpots near

Groene Xloof are ceded to the contraftor for pafture grounds without any feparate

charge.

On this account, as well as on that of the language, which ftrangers do not always
underrtand, every nation whofe ftiips anclior here, is obliged to have a commiflary or

broker, who manages their concerns, and alfo contributes, as far as in him lies, to

rr.ife the price of every article to them.

Wheat.
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Wheat, when it is wanted by foreign nations for exportation, is only to be had of

the Company. The French fliips frequently exported it in the courfe of this and the

laft year to the Ifle of France.

Many people, and particularly the failors, inflead of butter, ufed to purchafe the

fat that had been melted dov\n from the large tails of the African fheep. One of

thefe tails, weighing twenty pounds, confifts of nothing but fat, which is the highefl:

luxury of the Hottentots. This fat is laid down in tubs with fome fait and pepper,

and ufed at fea with bread in lieu of butter.

Oftriches eggs were mofUy purchaled by the naval officers. They are in general

the perquifites of flaves, who, in tending their cattle, frequently find places in the

fands where the oftriches have laid their eggs. During the time of incubation, a

dozen, and fometimes even a fcore of thefe eggs (though for the moft part fewer), are

to be found in one place. The flaves always ufe the precaution not to take away the

eggs with their hands (in which cafe the birds, who perceive it by the fcent, are apt

to quit the neft) ; but by means of a long ftick they rake them out of the neft as fall

as the birds lay them. Thefe eggs fold in general for a Ikelling a piece, or about fix-

pence Englilh. They are fitteft, and moft ufed for cakes and aufs perdus ; and they

are particularly good, when eaten with a large quantity of butter. One fingle egg is

fufficient for feveral people. And whereas hens eggs will feldom keep for any length of

time on board of fliip, and require great pains to be taken with them in order to turn

them every day, oftriches eggs are eafily preferved at fea, on account of their fize,

and of their thick and ftrong ihell.

The Camphor-tree {Juiirus campbora) brought from the Eaft Indies, and planted

here, throve very well, though no great pains were taken to increafe the number of

them, or colledl any camphor from them.

In like manner Turmeric (^curcuma longa) was cultivated on a fmall bed in the Com-
pany's garden ; the root was fcarcely ever ufed here, though it is fo much in requeft

in Europe for the purpofe of dyeing, and in the Eaft Indies enters into almoft all their

difhes.

During the whole time that I ftaid at the Cape (almoft a year and a half), I never

obferved that any public fair was kept here. In faft, fairs are not ufual in this country.

In their ftead, public audions are the more frequently made for all forts of foreign

merchandize, efpecially fuch as is brought here from the various factories belonging to

the Company in the different parts of the Eaft Indies.

The burghers in the town generally make an agreement with fome of the furgeons

in the hofpital to attend them and their families, and furnifh them with medicines.

This is the more neceflary, as they have always a number of flaves, and fometimes

dangerous epidemic diftempers prevail among them. This circumftance is the caufe

that the phyficians and furgeons, who come as ftrangers to this place, and flay fome
time at it, are fcarcely ever called in, unlefs they can Work miracles. My medical

practice in the town confequently was not very extenfive ; neither, indeed, did I ftrive

to enlarge it, for fear of being impeded in my botanical purfuits. On the other hand,

I had the greater opportunities of aflifting the coiintry-people in my medical capacity,

who were both in greater want of my aid, and more grateful to me for it. Almoft

always, and every where, I obferved that my medicines acted with the greatcft efficacy

as well as certainty upon the flaves, whofe conftitutions were not fo much impaired

by improper diet, and were, befides, lefs accuftomed to the ufe of remedies.

Though flaves are not ufually inftructed in the dodrines of Chriftianity, nor their

children baptized, the Dutch Eaft India Company takes care that the children born in

the
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the lodges of their own female flaves are baptized, and in fome meafure inftrufted in

the Chriftian religion. The reafon for this, perhaps, may be, that mod of thefe

children have European fathers, to whom they frequently bear the moft ftriking re-

femblance.

The children thus iffued from Europeans, I had frequent opportunities of feeing

married to black women. Their progeny, however, were not always like each other.

I once faw iflued from fuch a couple, one fon, who was black, with large eyes, and
refembled his mother ; another, who was rather of a white complexion, but varied

with black fpots fcattcred up and down, and, upon the whole, bore a greater refem-

blance to the father ; and a girl, that was half black.

When the negroes are wounded in any part of their bodies, and thefe wounds heal

again, the fears at firft are white, but the ikin afterwards grows black by degrees.

I faw an old Hottentot here, who was very much afflicted with an eryfipelas in his

leg. The eryfipelas difcovered itfelf by its ufual bluifli-red colour ; and on the black
ground it had a very frightful appearance. Otherwife it was very rare to find any of
thefe people with blemilhes on any part of their bodies, and much more fo, to fee any
among them crippled. As they not only live fparingiy, but alfo on unfeafoned and
unfalted food, they are in general fubject to few difeafes. The changes of the climate

are almoit the only caufes of the rheumatifms and fevers which fometimes prevail

among them ; ftill, thefe diftempers are much more fcarce among the Hottentots

that enjoy their liberty, than among thofe who have entered into the fervice of the

Dutch colonifls.

As far as I had an opportunity of travelling lafl: fummer, both to the northward and
eaftward, in this extenfive country, I met with but fmall remains of the once more or

lefs numerous Hottentot nations, which, as late as the beginning of this century, ftill

inhabited thefe vafl plains. It is true, as fall as the colonifts fpread over the country
in gradual fucceflion, the Hottentots have been obliged to retire, and make room for

the dwellings and cattle of the Europeans ; but it is an undoubted fad alfo, that the

fmall-pox, a new and to them unknown diftemper, has, like a peftilence, extermi-

nated the greater part of them. Now there are only a few fcattered villages (Kraals) or
focieties of them to be found, in which ftate they either live by themfelves, or are
taken into fervice at the Company's ports and grazing-farms, or elfe by the colonifts

themfelves. For the moft part, thefe focieties, efpecially in the vicinity of the Cape,
are far from being numerous ; but farther in the country they are both more populous
and more wealthy. The few remains of them that ftill exift, have, in fome inftances,

retained the names of their tribes ; but more frequently thofe names are retained

which formerly diltinguiftied each nation feparately, and are applied to the diftrift

itfelf, and to the larger rivers which run through the country, or form the limits of it.

The better the country was provided with water, the more populous were the inhabi-

tants, and the more cattle they polfefTed ; ftill, liowever, the whole nation did not
amount to more than a few thoufand men, and each of their diftridts formed a fmaller

or larger province.

The Gunjcmans flottentots were thofe that lived neareft the Cape, and on the very
point itfelf ; they extended as far as Falfe Bay, the Hottentots Holland Mountain, and
from thence to the left as far as Stellenbofch. This country is extenfive, but confifts

in a great meafure of a fandy unfruitful foil. Thefe were the firft, who, in barter for

certain merchandizes, ceded to the Dutch Tiaft India Company a trad of their country

;

and of thefe there are but a few, and I had almoft faid none, now remaining.

4 The
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The Kokoquas nation inhabited the country that bordered upon the Cape on the

northern fide, in the environs of Groene Kloof. In my tirft expedition, which was

direfted towards that fide, I met with feveral of this nation (till in being, and even

received from the Company's pofts two of them to attend me on the journey. Their

country, like that of the preceding tribe, is low, level, and Hindy, is much in want of

water, and was formerly not very populous, neither have the colonifts been able to

cultivate every part of it. It extends as far as the fhore of the ocean ; and has a few

fmall hillocks difpeifed over its furface.

In continuing my journey to the northward, and to Saldahna Bay, I vifited the

Suflaquas Hottentots, fome of whom were ftill remaining. As the country is every

where low, fandy, and in want of frefh water, this nation was always very confiderable..

and fubfifted by grazing.

The Hottentots that live ftill farther to the northward, and are defcended from tribes

that were once numerous, I had not the opportunity cf vifiting in this excurfion, but

proceeded more towards the mountains in the eaft, and the tradls of land that lay

beyond them. However, from the inhabitants in thefe parts I got particular informa-

tion concerning the neighbouring nations, which I was in hopes of vifiting at fome

future period. From thefe I learned that, all along the fea-coaft, and round about

St. Helena's Bay, in a low, fteril, and fandy tradt, the Odiquas Nation borders on the

Suflaquas. The next neighbours to thefe are the Chirigriquas, a more populous and

wealthy nation, which inhabits a fine grazing country, watered by the great Elephant's

River : and thefe again have for their neighbours two great and famous nations, the

Little Naniaquas, who live on the fea-coaft, and the Great Namaquas who refide far-

ther from it.

In the excurfion I made the preceding fummer, I vifited, in going, and returning,

almoft all the nations that once inhabited the eaftern trad; or the coaft of Caft'raria.

After pafling the mountain called the Hottentots Holland Mountain, I came to a hilly

and mountainous traft of land, which was inhabited as far as the hot-back by the

Koopman Nation ; next to thefe, on the fea-coaft, were the Sonquas Hottentots,

whom on my return homewards I had to my left. The country of thefe latter is rather

barren, and not much fubjed to the encroachments of the Europeans.

Next to the Koopmans is the Heffaquas Nation ; of this but few reniain. And more
towards the eaft, near the great and deep river Zonder End, is the country once inha-

bited by the Dunquas Hottentots.

Gauriquas land extends more to the north-eaftward : this is a very fine country, and

abounds in grafs ; it is watered by a confiderable large river, called Goud's R ivier, and

was formerly very populous.

Travelling further on, and following the Ihores of the ocean, one comes to the

Houtniquas Hottentots, who in their hilly and woody country have remained the

longeft ftieltered from the Europeans ; and had hitherto fufiered fo little from their

encroachments, that of all the Hottentots I had as yet feen, no nation was more confi-

derable in point of numbers, till I came to Kamtous River.

Farther to the northward, and near the large valley, through which one muft pafs

in order to go to Lange Kloof and the adjacent country, occurs the diftrift of the

Ataquas Hottentots, which is mountainous and abounds in grafs.

Still farther to the eaftward, following the coaft, one finds firft the Kamtours Nation,

then the Heykoms, and laftly the CafFres. All thefe nations are in poiTeilion of hilly

and extremely rich meadows, interfeded by many, and thofe frequently confiderable

rivero, abounding in fifh. And as thefe people have not hitherto been fubjeft to the

encroach-



tiiunberg's account of the cape of good hope. 73

encroachments of the coloiiifls, though a few grazing farms have already been laid

out here, they are not only numerous, but alfo rich and abound greatly in cattle.

All thefe Hottentots, whom I vifited in their own country, agreed in this particular,

that they were moflly Ihort, thin, and flender, with prominent cheek bones, flat nofes,

protuberant mouths, peaked chins, crooked backs, and pot-bellies. The colour of

their Ikins was yellowifli, but more or lefs dark from greafe and dirt. Thtir hair is of

a fingular nature, curling like wool, and on mofl: of them as fliort as the knaps of

frieze cloth, but fometimes, though feldom, of a finger's length, when it looks like

twifted yarn ; but few of them have any velliges of a beard ; and when they have, it

is curling like their hair. The other fex always have their breails hanging down to a

confiderable length. All of them are mad after brandy and tobacco, and find a pecu-

liar pleafure in filth and flench. They befmear themfelves with greafe, and powder

themfelves all over with the fetid fubftance called Bucku, or the powdered leaves of

the Diofma. A flieep's-fkin thrown over their flioulders, and another over their loins,

with a fmall bag for the male, and a fquare bit- of fl'cin for the female fex, conftitute

almofl the whole of their apparel. Befides this, they alfo wear on their heads a fkin-

cap, and, by way of ornament, rings of iron or copper round their arms, ilriugs of

beads round their wrifts, and rings of leather round their legs. The huts, in which

they live, are low and fmall, and convex like a hay-flack. They always fit fquat oa
their arms ; are nimble and active, but, in general, extremely lazy. I'heir furniture

is fcanty and mean. Their difhes are tortoife-fliell. The water they have occafion

for they keep in the guts of animals, and milk in baikets and goat-lkins. Their wants,

it is true, are not great ; neverthelefs their poverty difplays itfelf in every particular.

The galcnia Africana was known under the appellation of Kraal Bofch, and in fome

places was ufed for fences about the enclofures lor their cattle, when no other bullies

fit for the purpofe were to be had.

Almonds were fold here, not by the weight, but by the hundred and thoufand. They
were bought up in great quantities by oflicers who went to Batavia, where they could

fell them to advantage.

Strawberries (^fragaria vefca) had been brought from Holland, and planted out in

beds in the gardens round the town. They were tranfplanted every third year. They
fold at a high price, and to great advantage, and were well tailed, though they had
not fo delicious a flavour as thofe that grow in Europe.

Mulberry-trees (morus nigra) were found at feveral of the farms near the town, and

produced ripe and fine fruit, which hovifever was feldom feen in the markets.

In the beginning of September the flaves ufcd to weed the corn-fields, both the

barley, which is ripe and reaped in November, and the wheat, which is reaped in

December.

An unfortunate accident happened about this time. A huntfman who had accom-
panied Major Baron Von Prehm, the commander of the garrifon iiere, in a fliort ex-

curfion into the country, lofl: one of his hands in confequence of the buriling of his gun,
;uid was brought into the citadel. He had taken aim at a Koor-liaen, and probably

loaded his piece too high. Accidents of this nature are not uncommon in this country,

where found and good guns are extremely fcarce. Many other people had loil a hand
in the fame manner ; and the late Governor Tulbagh, who from the condition of a

private foldier had rilen to the highell pitch of honour, had loll one of his eyes by the

bufi'ling of a gun. 'J he fame misfortune had like to have befallen me alfo this winter,

as I was fliooting in the harbour at fome of the pelicans, which fly over it every even-

ing in large flocks. On the firing of the gim, the whole llock was broken into a

VOL. XVI. I, thoufand
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thoufand fplinters, feveral of which wounded my face and hands. To prevent fuch

an accident from happening to me again, the celebrated Captain Ekeberg, who com-
manded a Swedifh fhip that anchored this year in the road, prefented me with a hand-

fome and found Swedifh gun, which ever after, during my refidence and travels in

Africa and the Ifland of Java, was a fafe and conflant defence to me.

The Loxia Altrild, on account of its red beak, was called Rood-beckje, or Red-beak,

and was found in great numbers in the farmers' gardens. They ufually flew in large

flocks ; and lighted in the grafs, fo clofe to the ground that they could not be feen,

though on account of their multitudes, one was fure to kill a great many of them at

one fliot, notwithftanding that it is a bird of the fmalleft fize.

Turtle-doves {columba riforia) were common in this country, particularly in places

where there was much under-wood. They were feldom eaten by the country-people.

It is remarkable, that this bird cannot remove from one place to another without

laughing afterwards. This laughing noife, as well as its cooing, always betrays its

place of abode. The flelh of it tafted rather dry.

Green Mountain Swallows {rnerops apiajlei-) were alfo to be feen near fome of the

farms, and that frequently in the greateft numbers. Thefe birds are extremely beauti-

ful in their yellow and fea-green attire. In the day-time they feek their food, which

confifts of infefts, in the fields ; but in the evenings they return in flocks, chirping in

fuch a manner as perfectly to deafen one. They then aflemble together by degrees in

the gardens, and at length go to roolt in the branches of orange and other trees before

it grows quite dark.

The month of September was already begun, and the beautiful and flowery fpring

making its appearance, put me in mind of preparing for a long journey up the country.

But here more obflacles and difagreeable circumftances threw themfelves in my way
than I could ever have imagined. The trifling viaticum I had brought with me from

Europe, I had long ago confumed, and in the feventeen months which I had pafled

here, I had received no fupplies from Holland. At Amfterdam, indeed, I had great

and powerful patrons in the burgomafters Ryk Temmink and Van der Poll, together

with the privy counfellors Van der Deutz and Ten Hoven, by the perfuafions and at

the expence of whom I had undertaken this long voyage ; but to my great misfortune,

both of the governers Tulbagh and Rheede van Oudflioorn, to whom I was ftrongly

recommended, and from whom I had reafon to expeft every fupport, had departed

this life, the one dying previoufly to my arrival at the Cape, and the other in the voy-

age thither. I was therefore a ftranger in an unknown place, and left to myfelf and

to my fate till my friends at Amfterdam could be informed of my fituation, and endea-

vour to better it. Misfortunes feldom come fingle ; and I had now my double portion

of afiliction. For when I intended to take up my falary from the company, it appeared,

that the fliip in which I had arrived, was come without its mufter-roll. This was there-

fore firfl to be brought from Europe, before any one could receive his pay. When
the fliip failed from the Texel, the vifitation-oflicers in their hurry had forgot to deliver

in the mufter-roll, and the captain to demand it. The confequence of this was, that

none of all thofe that were engaged on board the ftiip, could, during the fpace of two

or three years, either obtain their pay or leave to go home. The vifitation-ofl'icers

{kruyd leefers) are two of the Company's fervants of the loweft rank, who are ftationed

in each (hip during the time that the fliip lies at anchor in the Texel : thefe people have

the infpedion over every thing that is brought on board, and the care of providing the

fliips with what they want every day, till they go out to fea. Thefe, who, in order to

keep account of the officers and crew, had the mufter-roll in their pofleflion, were

lo interefted
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Interefted fcoundrels, and more intent upon being treated and bribed, and felling and
bartering their cheefe and butter, than they were fober and vigilant in the performance

of their duty.

The preceding year I had been obliged to contrail debts to a confiderable amount,
and had now no other refource left than to encreafe them, efpecially if I were to be
enabled to undertake another expenfive journey into the country, and not to remain an idle

fpeclator at the Cape. I therefore again had recourfe to M. Bergh, the fecretary of the

police, who had not only hitherto kindly aflifted me with his purfe, but alfo generoufly

opened it to me on this occafion, and thereby enabled me to make another excurfion

into the interior part of the fouthernmofl point of Africa.

My equipage was in mofl refpefts the fame as that of the foregoing year, with this

difference, that inflead of the old broken cart, I had a new one which was tilted with

fail-cloth. I was alfo now the fole pofleflbr of it, and avoided being encumbered with

the ferjeant and gardener, who the year before greatly contributed to render a fmall

cart ftill more infufficient for my wants. Befides boxes, paper, amnmniticm, and other

necelTaries, I alfo took with me this year feveral medicines to diftribute am^ng the

colonifts in the interior parts of the country, who might ftand in need of them, and
had before upon various occafions fhewn me the greateft kindnefs.

For my fellow-traveller I had an Englifh gardener, of the name of Mafon, who had
been fent hither by the King of England to colleft all forts of African plants for the

gardens at Kew. Mr. Mafon arrived the year before, in the fame fhip in which Captain
Cook, with the profeiTors Forfter and Sparrman, were to make their celebrated voyage
round the world, and towards the fouthern pole. He had arrived at the Cape after I

was fet out on my journey to Cafiraria ; and fhortly after this he made an excurfion
into the country, accompanied by Mr. Oldenburg, who went with him, partly as his

companion, and partly as his interpreter. Mr. Mafon was well equipped with a large

and ftrong waggon tilted with fail-cloth, which was driven by an European fervant,

upon whom he could depend. We had each of us a faddle-horfe, and for our waggon
we had feveral pair of oxen.

Thus we formed a fociety, confiding of three Europeans and four Hottentots, who
for the fpace of feveral months were to penetrate into the country together, put up with
whatever we fhould find, whether good or bad, and frequently feclude ourfelves from
almofl all the reft of the world, and of the human race.

Second Journey into Cafraria, 1773.

WITH fo flender an equipage as the before-mentioned, and in fuch a mountainous
and defert country as Africa, I had refolved to make an expedition this fummcr into

the country, to the north-eaftward, as far as the Snow Mountains ; and firft dirt'cfling

my courfe to the northward, to pafs afterwards through Camdebo, and other moft
uncultivated trads, without taking the neareft and moft beaten road.

This refolve was indeed rather extravagant
; yet I would not leave it unfatisfied,

particularly as it was a matter of indifference to me what parts of the country I vifited,

provided only they were fuch as I had not feen before, and where I might colled
animals and plants hitherto unknown.

L 2 My
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My fellow-travellers and I having fet out from the Cape, on the nth of September

1773, we arrived firfl; at one of the Company's polls, called Jean Befis Kraal, and

then at Riet Valley, a farm where cows are kept, folely for the governor's ufe, and

for the purpofe of furnifliing his table once a week with frefli butter. For this reafon,

all that travel this road are forbidden to fufter their horfes or oxen to graze in the

neighbouring paftures ; whereas otherwife all Africa refenibles a common, in which

any one is at liberty to turn his cattle out wherever he pleafes.

On the right, as we paffed along, lay the Tiger Mountains, and, on our left, the

Blue Mountains ; over one extremity of which we pafled on horfeback. Thefe, jufl:

before they rife, have a few fand-hills fcattered in the front of them, and contain no

ftones at all that are vifiblc ; fo that they appear, for the greater part, to be merely

huge fand-hills, formed by the drift-fand from the harbour.

The whole country was covered with fand and downs, and abounded in fwamps
(Valley), which having been filled with water during the winter, now began to pro-

duce fine pafturagc for the cattle. For this reafon the farmers here graze only, and

fow but a fmall quantity of wheat, but pay no attention to the vine. The water is for

the moft part brackiflh, and even this, for the greatefl; part of the year, is very fcanty.

Turtles were feen here and there in the ponds ; and fometimes they were kept in the

houfes in glafs veffels full of water, for the purpofe of being conveyed to other places.

At the approach of rainy weather, we were informed that the turtles always rofe higher

in the glaffes.

Towards evening we arrived at Mrs. Muller's farm.

Among the buflies in the fands we frequently faw land-tortoifes crawling, and the

young ladies in the houfe had ordered the flaves to bring feveral of them home, of

various fizes, for our repafl. The tejiudo pufilla was the molt common fpecies here,

and it was this which was now laid upon the fire for our eating. I flipped into the

kitchen on purpofe to fee the mode ot dreffing it, and found that the girls were cruel

enough to lay the poor animal wide open on the live coals, where, fprawling with its

head and feet, it was broiled alive, till at length it burfl to pieces ^with the heat. The
eggs, which were in a great number, and confided of yolk only, were the moft

lufcious and defirable part of it.

The roots of fennel were roafted and eaten in the fame manner as thofe of anife.

The bulbs of the iris cJuIis, a plant which grew here in abundance, and decorated

the fields with a variety of while, yellow, and blue flowers, were brought in great

quantities by the flaves. They were eaten either roaflied, boiled, or ftewed with milk,

and appeared to me to be both palatable and nourifliing.

On the 13th, we arrived at the Company's pofl: in Groene Kloof, having pafled by
Dafl'enberg, Burger's Poft, and Groene Kloof Mountain. At Burger's Port, as well

as on Koberg, there fl:ands a cannon, near a high flag-ltalT, for the purpofe of fum-
moning the colonifts on this fide of the country to the Cape qn any fudden approach
of danger.

1 he country here was a deep fand, and full of downs, which made the roads very

heavy. The houfes, for want of wood, were built of unbaked clay, formed into

bricks, and dried a little in the air.

The cattle were infefted with the ftranguary. This diforder was remedied by thruft-

ing a ftraw into the urinary pafl'age, by means of which the clod of gum, euphorbia,

which had fettled there, was removed. This operation, however, was not performed
without lofs of blood. Ic was told us fpr certain, that unlefs this obflrudion was

removed.
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removed, the bladder would burft, not from the acrimony of the gum, but from the

great quantity and prcflure of the urine.

Having relied a tew days, we continued our journey on horfeback by Ganfekraal

to the fea-fhore.

The inhabi'ants caught a haliotis, a kind of cockle, which, as well as mufcles, they

ate boiled.

Both the variegated and the white Sand Mole (marmota capenfis and Africana) fre-

quented the fmdy plains ; and were alfo faid to do great damage to the gardens. They
are caught cither in traps, or by digging ; in the latter cafe, they dig a hole firft before,

and afterwards behind that made by the animal, or elfe, after flopping up the animal's

hole behind, they dig another diredly oppofite to her.

Charcoal, though it is but feldom made in this country, which is bare of trees, fo

that the fmiths mull be fupplied from Europe, I faw prepared in the following manner:

the wood was placed on one end, as ufual, but in fuch a manner that the fmaller and

larger pieces were mingled together. Round this pile were laid reeds, and the whole

was covered with turf. In the middle, and alfo at the fides, was put fome refinous

wood, by means of which the pile was fet on fire. Ihis being done, the aperturti

at the top V as covered up clofely with turf. All around the bottom feveral air-holes

were left, which, as foon as the fire began to blaze forth, were fucccffively flopped

up, and the fides were gradually prefled more and more clofely together. In a few

days, when the operation was finifhed, the pile was opened, and what fire remained

was thoroughly extinguiflied with water. The whole pile was no larger than a

hay-flack.

The Bucku {diofma), which was colledled here by the Hottentots, was firfl dried

in the fhade, and afterwards over the fire, before it was pulverized.

I alfo vifited the Salt Pan, which was fituate at a fhort diflance from the fea-lliore.

It was at this time full of water. The name of Salt Pans is given, in this country, to

large collections of falt-water ; which, when the winter rains have ceafed, partly in

confequence of the heat of the fun, and partly of the violence of the winds, gradually

evaporate, and precipitate a fait, whicli the colonifls coUecl: for their own ufe. The
cryflallization is the mofl powerful in the months of November and December, and in

the middle of the day, between the hours of ten and three. During that time, one

may plainly fee the fait, fomewhat like the cream of milk, firfl cryflallize on the fur-

face, till, in confequence of its own weight, it finks to the bottom. This faline in-

cruflation is very fine, and yields a fine fait, which mufl be colleded as fall as it

cryflallizcs, and is driven by the fouth-eall winds towards the north-weflern fide.

Unlcfs this be done, the incruflation will fall to the bottom in feveral different flrata,

forming a thick bed of a coarfe-grained fait, which is frequently of a grey colour,

from the admixture of dirt, and is ufed for falting fifli and meat. On the other hand,

the fine fait, being cleaner and whiter, is ufed for the table only, and for falting frefli

butter.

On the 19th of September we fet off from Groene Kloof, leaving to the right the

chain of mountains called Burger's Pofl, and, to the left, Groene Kloof Mountain.

Before us, a little to the right, we had the Reebokfkop, and, in front of that, we
defcried the Konterberg, behind which we faw the Baboons Mountain.

Having paffed thefe mountains, the level country prefented to our view Ribeck
Kafleel, Four-and-twenty Rivers Mountain, and Piquet Mountain, together with a

great number of roc-bucks {capni)^ hart beails {capra dorcds), Steen-bocks (cnfra

grimmia), and diving bucks (duykers capra), befides Korrhaens and oftriches.

We
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We paffed by Papenkuyls Fountain, and Uylekraal, to a farm belonging to Jan

Slabbert.

On the 2 2d we arrived at Saldahna Bay, which has many iflands and dangerous

fhoals, feme of which have only three fathom water. On Foundling Ifland train-oil is

prepared from feals in earthen pans, in which it is firft expofed to the heat of the fun to

evaporate. After this, it is boiled in a kettle, at firft with wood, and then with fuch

remains of the blubber as will yield no more oil. There are feveral iflands lying near

this harbour, fuch as Fundling Eyiand, Taxen Eyland, Jutland, remarkable for its large

hills of Hone, Meuven Eyland, Daflln Eyland, and Schaapen Eyland, all of which are

very ftony, and, on account of their rocks, difficult of accefs to the fhips.

in Taxen Ifland, rabbits have greatly increafed fince they were carried thither, and

are now to be found in great abundance.

Daflin Ifland, in particular, is an afylum for the penguins (diomedca), a kind of fea-

fowl, which cannot fly at all, but dive the better on that account, and pafs mofl; of their

time out at fea.

The (hips but feldom enter this harbour, and then no other than fuch as come too

clofe under the coafl, fo that they cannot make the road of the Cape. The harbour

makes feveral windings, and various winds are requifite for fliips to fail out of it.

On the 28th, we purfued our journey to Witteklipp, an eftate belonging to Tobias

Moftert, which received its name from a little mountain, or large infulated rock, fitu-

ated near it, and of a fingular appearance, on account of its bare and white furfece,

formed, not by lime, as the inhabitants of the place imagined, but by a white mofs

ipyjfus laEled). In front, on the fide next to the houfe, this rock had a large excava-

tion, in the form of a crefcent, with a vaulted roof. It was no eafy matter to come af

this fingular cavity, as the part of the rock that fl;ood before it was not only very deep,

but alfo convex, and at the fame time very flippery, except a few channels that ran

longitudinally downwards, and were formed by the rain-water. I had, neverthelefs, a

ftrong inclination to reconnoitre it, as I faw a few fwallows that had their nefts there

flying into it, and, as I imagined, that fome cujious plants might be found there. I

therefore took ofl^ my flioes and ftockings, and made a fliift to clamber up thither bare-

foot, but found more difficulty in getting down again ; and, as no other defcent was
pradticable, I Aid down the rock upon my breech by the fame way. This cavity, which
probably feldom receives fuch vifitors, had nothing remarkable in it, befides a dead
iwallow {Jjirundo apus\ the fingularity of its form, and the difficulty of its accefs. It

was about four fathoms from the foot of the rock, nearly in the middle of it, and a

couple of fathoms wide and high.

Ofl:riches were very common in this tra£l. It was faid that a male oftrich makes a

neft with three or four females, which, together, lay twenty or thirty eggs, on which
they fit by turns in a hole they have made with their feet by trampling in the fand.

A kind of wild dogs, which were here called jackalls, and are the fame as Samfon's

foxes mentioned in Scripture, frequented thefe plains in large troops. They caught a
great number of the wild goats (or antelopes), that abound here, as well as of oftriches,

in the hunting of which they fet up a regular cry, furrounding the game firfl: at a dif-

tance, and approaching nearer to it by degrees. They likewife committed great havock
among the farmers* flieep, unlefs thefe were carefully guarded by fhepherds furnilhed

with fire-arms.

It is only in the fpring and in the beginning of fummer that thefe low fandy plains are

adorned with flowers. After the fouth-eafl; winds and the drought have fet in, the feeds

of thefe flowers are quickly fcattered over the fields, often before they are quite ripe.

For
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For this reafon I was obliged, when making colleftions for the botanical gardens of

Europe, efpecially of the annual plants, to gather the feeds in an unripe (late, and lay

them up in paper to dry and ripen gradually.

On the 30fh we arrived at Honingklipp, a farm belonging to Nicholas Klein.

The crows (corvus Hottentottus) here v ere feen fitting on the backs of the cows,

and picking infects acari) out of them, by which at times they were much infefted.

Thefe creatures alfo were accuilomed to picking the wheat out of the fields immediately

after it had been fown.

Here I faw a tame Gricfbok or Greybuck fcapra), of the fize of a middling lamb,

that had been caught in the fandy fields. Both this fpecies, and that called Steinboks,

were reported to hide their heads, in the idea that nobody can fee them, for which

reafon alfo they feldom run out from among the bufhes, till one is come quite clofe to

them.

The thickets in the fandy plains confided folely of tall and flender fhrubs from four to

fix feet high. Their trunks and branches were frequently fo fmall and flender as to be

unfit for fuel, though they afforded fuf^icient retreats fo;- various fpefies of game. To
me they were often very troublefome, in hiding from me a number of fmall birds, which

I had fhot down from their fupple twigs.

We continued our journey, p.ifruig Patryfkerg, and came to a farm of Peter Lofper's,

called Rofendal.

On the firft of October we vifited another eflate of Lofper's. This country, fituated

between the bays of Saldahna and St. Helena, near the fea-fhore, was low, abounding

in fand-hills and pools of water, now fwelled by the winter rains and by Mountain River.

We intended to have arrived at Mountain River on the fecond of this month, but

could not attempt it by reafon of the depth of water in the above-mentioned pools, and

thus we could not get to the eftate of one Melk, for which purpofe we otherwife might

have croffed the river in a boat ; we were therefore obliged to go on to Brandt's houfe

on the Salt River, and from thence to an eflate of his fon's near Matje's Fountain.

This Salt River (Zout Rivier) is different from that near the Cape, and which, from

the fame quality, derives the fame name. It happens frequently that iflands and moun-

tains, as alfo eftates, in different places pafs by the fame names, a circumflance which

caufes a great confufion in the geography of this country. As to the eftates, the names

of which are propofed by the farfliers, and confirmed by government, this might eafily

be remedied, if the governor paid a little more attention to fuch a vafl colony, the extent

of which many times exceeds that of the Seven United Provinces in Europe. But con-

fidering that the whole colony, as well as the town, though founded near one hundred

and fifty years ago, as yet pafs by no other name than that of the Cape, which fuffi-

cienily Ihews great careleffnefs and a bad police ; it is not furprifing that the farms often

obtain the moft abfurd names.

The Hottentots had fuch a quantity of leather thongs about their legs, as even to

reach above their calves, infomuch that by them they were freed from the danger of

being bitten by venomous ferpents, for which purpofe I fuppofe it probable they wore

them.

The gold-finches \^loxia orix) were faid firfl to devour the liloflbms of the wheat

(anthera tricili), and afterwards the C(nn itfelf They are feen here in innumerable

flocks, elpecially near fuch rivers as are overgrown with tall reeds, on which they build

their nefts, from whence their chirping, efpecially towards evening when they come to

roolt, iii he:.rd at a great dift uce. Tl.c h. n is always of a grey C( lour ; but, from the

month ol July till January, tiie blood-red feathers of the cock gradually make their ap-

pearance.
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pearance. This bird is fomewhat fmallcr than the loxia capenfis, and has fmaller eggs,

which are perfeftly green ; whereas the loxia capenfis lay grey eggs with black fpots,

and fomewhat larger. This bird is, like the whole genus of loxia, very flupid, and

confequently the more difficult to frighten from the wheat-fields, where the mifchief

it does to the hulbandmen is often great. Though confiderable numbers of them are

fliot, yet they immediately return, heedlefs of danger.

The Korrhaens were obferved to devour the buds of the cotula turbinata, which was

common in all the low and fandy plains. '

On the 3d, we arrived at the eflate of Floris Filher. This tracb, from the Groene

Kloof (Green Valley) and ftill farther, was called Zwartland, and had a church of its

own. Ever fince the death of the vicar, which at that time was three years, this had

been vacant, no one being arrived from Holland to fucceed him. Neverthelefs, fevvice

was performed here once a month by a clergyman from the town : the farmers had a

long way to church, fome of them two days journey.

"\Ve penetrated, on the 5th, farther up into the country, along and beyond the Black

Mountain to Stoffel Smidt's. The fand-hills vaniflied by degrees, and the country be-

came both more lofty and of a firmer nature.

The cyanella capenfis (Raapuyntjes), a kind of onion, was roafted for the table of the

farmers.

The I'ifeum JEthiopician was ufed in diarrhoeas, and alfo for tea.

On the 6th, we arrived at young Stabbert's, and had Picketberg behind us to

the left.

When one is at the Cape, this part of the country rifes to the view, like a ridge of

contiguous mountains ; but, on approaching them, I difcovered, that the hills are

divided, and form feveral diftincl ridges. Ribeck Kafteel is a ridge of mountains,

extending from eafl to weft, till the Zwarte Berge (or Black Mountains) clofe the

ridge. Thefe therefore do not run parallel with the long trad of mountains that Ije

higher up the country.

We proceeded farther to Cornells Gofen's farm, who is a faddler, and where I was

obliged to leave one of my oxen that proved lame in the loins, and was rendered unfit

for the journey. The great mountain river (Berg Rivier), to which we were now
arrived, had, through the great quantity of rain that had fallen, become impaffable at

the ufual fording place near Vleermuys, fo that we croffed it on the 7th, in the ferry

near Pit Juber's farm.

This man keeps the ferry in order and going, and thereby gets a fnug fum of money
yearly ; for, each farm fituated on the oppofite fide contributes eight gilders per

annum, and befides this, he has the advantage of cafual paiTengers. It is to be ob-

ferved, that every farmer is obliged to pay his quota towards the keeping of this ferry,

let him be rich or poor, and whether he ufes it or not ; for many of them do not, but

repair to town with their goods in fummer, when the water is low and fordable, eafily

by their waggons.

From hence we direfted our courfe to Johannes Liebenberg's, where we began to

fee vineyards and gardens with lemon and orange trees. The road was now per-

' feftly hard, confifting of reddifh rocks, and th6 fields were tolerably well covered

with grafs.

On the 8th, we proceeded to Chriftian Liebenberg's farm, and, on the 9th, to

Gert Kemp's, near Dafli Klipp, and afterwards pafled by Frederik Leibenberg's,

crofled the diilicult paffage of Kartous Kloof to Wilhelm Burger's, where we arrived

in the evening wet and terrified, the rain having continued during the whole time of

our
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our pafling the mountains, which were befides fo deep as none but thofe who have

travelled over them can well conceive. Kartous Kloof, which croffes the fame ridge

as Roode Zand Kloof, but lower down towards the northern end, is alfo confidered

by the hufbandmen as one of the mofl difficult roads that go acrofs the African moun-
tains. It is not very high at the weftern part, but becomes the more terrifying on
that account to the eaftern fide, being there very fteep and the road very (lony and
narrow, with an abyfs to the left. 1 he driving a hand's-breadth only out of the track

may demolifli waggon, oxen, and driver, and the paffing was now made more diffi-

cult from the frequent {tumbling of the cattle, owing to the flipperinefs of the road,

which was occafioned by inceffant rains. The farm was fituated juft at the foot of the

mountain where we arrived, to the great aftonifhment of the farmer and his wife.

This fpot is like Roode Zand, a broad valley furrounded by mountains, watered by
a rivulet, called Olyfant's (or Elephant's) Rivier, and abounding in grafs. It is entirely

feparated from Roode Zand by Winterhoek and other ridges of mountains. However
it differs thus far from Roode Zand, that it lies much lower, and is likewife confidera-

bly narrower, being only a few mufket-lhot broad.

On the I oth, happy to find our vehicle in a tolerable condition, after fo dangerous

a journey, we fet out to Skalk Burger's, and crofled the Elephant's River, which we
afterwards had to the left.

After taking a hearty breakfaft, we fet out for the warm-bath, fituated at a fmall

diftance from the farm. The road thither was very low, fwampy, and troublefome,

till we approached the foot of the mountain. This Olyfant's warm-bath is alfo called

Engel Bath, after the attorney-general Engelman, who caufed it to be cleaned and
dug, and erected a handfome ftone building at the Company's expence, for the accom-
modation of the bathers. The veins of this fpring arife from the eaftern fide of this

long tract of mountains fomewhat above the foot of them, in a cleft which inclines to

the fouthward, and there forms a crofs cleft. Of thefe veins there are many, but

three of them in particular, carry the water into feveral fmall huts, for the colonifls,

flaves, and Hottentots, for each of thefe feparate huts. All of them have three ov

four fteps going into the water for the bathers to fit on, and are alfo floored on one
fide for them to lie on, whilft they are fweating. This water is not boiling-hot, but

lukewarm, has no tafte, leaves no fediment, but had only fome green vegetable

matter {conferva) growing in its runnels. It lies on the fame fide of the fame range of

mountains, and is of the fame nature with the warm-bath already defcribed at Brand
Valley. With this water as well as with the former, linen may be wafhed u-ithout being

ftained, and victuals dreffed without any difagreeable tafte being imparted to them
by it ; the blue-colour of fugar-paper is not changed. The farms here have vineyards

and orchards, and excellent fodder for cattle.

The mountains to the right divide Bocke-veld from this valley, and feem to form
five confiderable ridges feparated by deep valleys, which, when we fired, gave reite-

rated echoes, like thofe that are heard after thunder. A high and flat mountain here,

with two heads at each end, was called the Little Table Mountain.

On the I ith, we rode paft Andrew Lubbe's, to a farm belonging to Peter Gaus.

I^ions and other beafts of prey are, at prefent, fo effectually feared and routed out

of thefe mountainous trads, that the farms are feldom vifited by them : neverthelefs

the farmer continues paying to the Company the old tax, called Lion and Tyger
Money. This tax is paid by each burgher, at the rate of four rix-dollars for

lion, and two guilders for tyger-money ; out of which fund, at the time when the

colony began to extend itfelf, and when the colonilts were much infelted by wild
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beafts, a certain premium was paid to every one who killed or caught any of thefe

animals. At firll:, government paid fixteen rix-dollars for a lion, and ten guilders

for a tyger, after which the fum was diminiflied to ten rix-dollars for a lion's, and fix

guilders for a tyger's (kin ; but, at prefent, thefe animals being fo far extirpated that

there are feldom any of them to be feen, the premium is difcontinued, excepting in

cafe they are brought alive to the Cape, which is hardly prafticable. This tax, never-

thelefs, is not abolifhed, although its inflitution has had the defired effeft, and the caufe

has ceafed ; but, in the fame manner as in many other countries, has affumed the nature

of taxes and funds.

Befides the annual tax which the farmer pays for his farm, he pays alfo for wax-
candles four rix-dollars a year, for every horfe, one ftiver, and for every hundred

fheep, one guilder. Each farmer, whether he be rich or poor, whether poflefled of a

large or fmall farm, pays for mending the roads and flreets. The bridge and ferry-

money all pay alike, let their road lead them that way or not ; but then they are ex-

empt from all billettings, crown duties, tithes, clearing the roads, furnifliing horfes for

travelling, day-labour, kc.

I faw here a girl that had had the meafles three years before, which had left behind

them black and blue marks on her forehead, and under her eyes (/ugillationes), which
were of a greenifh caft. They generally remained two or three weeks, then went away,

and afterwards returned. The parts above-mentioned were particularly afFe<fled by
thefe fpots, though they appeared alfo in other places, as for inftance, in her hands

and arms.

A farmer advanced in years, likewife, had fallen into a decline after the meafles

;

however, he was perfedly reftored by what I ordered him.

On the following days we proceeded along the valley to Barent Lubbe's farm, paft

Pickenier's Kloof, and Matton's farm, which lay to the left of us.

On the 14th, the country began to grow hilly, and we arrived at young Barent

Lubbe's, at the end of the cleft.

The root of the fpecies of Stoebe, which grew here, fmelt quite like valerian (vak'

riafia phi), and might pofllbly have the fame effeft as this plant has in the epilepfy.

On the 15th, we proceeded on our journey, furniftied with a few days' provifion,

and meant to get over the mountains to Kis Koopman's farm, from thence to Spannen-
berg's, over the river Dorn, and, finally, as far as Clas Lofper's farm, which is fitu-

ated in the lowermoft Bocke-veld ; but we had not got far up the mountain before a
misfortune befel us, through the careleflfnefs of the driver. Our cart overturned, and
one of the fhafts were broken ; fo that it was impoflible for us to proceed any farther

acrofs thefe uninhabited mountains. We were, therefore, under the neceflity of re-

medying the evil as well as we could, by tying the fhaft up with cords, and returning

to the farmer, to alter the plan of our journey.

After having IHll more completely repaired our fliattered vehicle, we refolved to let

both the waggon and cart go flowly back, through Pickenier's Kloof, and afterwards,

up the country, through Roode Zand's Kloof to Roode Zand, there to reft and wait

for our arrival. In the meantime I and my Englifh travelling companion made a tour

on horfeback farther back into the valley to Gaus's" farm, and pafled through the long

vale, called Eland's Kloof, acrofs the mountains to Bernard Forfter's, in the Koude
Bocke-veld, as it is called, or Cold Goat's-field. Eland's Kloof w^s very broad, and
had a large river in it. This country, which is fituated between the lowermoft, or
warm Bocke-veld, and between Olyfant's Kloof and Carro-veld, lies very high, and is,

in the winter, very cold, although not fo cold as at Rogge-veld, which lies farther to

I the
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the other fide of the Carrovv, and whofe inhabitants, for feveral months in the year,

that is, from April to September, are obliged, on account of the fnow and cold, to

remove down to the lower and warmer Carrow, which, at that time, is plentifully fup-

plied with water by Ihowers of rain, attended with thunder. Thofe that inhabited this

Bocke-veld fometimes remove acrofs the mountains with their cattle to Carrow, though
this is ftriclly prohibited.

A ferpent, called Boomflang, was faid to get into the trees, and fwallow the birds it

found there ; and the Roodbeckjes (Loxia Aflrild) made great havock in the gardens,

where they devoured both bloUbms and feeds.

The wild-goats (Steenbocks), and particularly the diving-goats (Duykers), damaged
the gardens greatly, where they ate oft" the buds of the trees. The leaping-goats

(Springboks) alfo do a great deal of mifchief in the wheat-fields, efpecially as they

come in troops, and cannot be caught eafily, either by fnures or fpring-guns, but muft

be fhot with rifle-barrelled guns in the corn-fields when they come there. This is done
in the following manner ; a man digs a hole in the field, where he can fit unfeen, tUl

the animal approaches near enough to be fired at with a rifle-barrelled gun.

The cold Bocke-veld is nearly as broad as Olyfant's Kloof, furrounded by high

mountains on all fides, which clofe together to the north-weftward, leaving only a nar-

row paflage to a fmall plain, fituate on the other fide of it. Snow fometimes falls

here, and lies for a while undiflblved.

As cold as this country is, ftill it was formerly much more inhabited by the Hotten-

tots than it is at prefent by the Europeans, who only occupy a few farms in it. All

over the country the Hottentots live together, many in a community, fometimes to the

amount of feveral hundreds in a village, feed on roots, and the fiefli of wild beafts, and
of their own herds (which have the whole country open to them for their pallurage),

and at the fame time are fatisfied with a little. On the other hand, every colonifl: has

a farm to himfelf, part of which nmil be laid out in wheat-fields and vineyards, befides

which, his herds of cattle mufl: be large and numerous. Wild beafts are deflroyed

without mercy, confideration, or economy, infomuch that fome are killed for amufe-

ment, and others are deflroyed on account of the damage they do, and for their ikins

or hides.

As for the reft, the Bocke-veld is tolerably fiiiooth, without trees or bufhes : except

a few low rhinoceros bufhes, which are feldom to be met with ; it bears only grafs, and,

in fome places, a kind of tall rufhes. Near the mountains are fometimes feen a few
low and fcattered trees of i\\e protea gradiftora fpecies (Waageboom).
The whole of this country has received its name from the Spring-bocks {capra fygar-

gus), which refide here in fcattered herds, and, in certain years, migrate hither from
the more remote tradts of the continent in aflonifliing numbers.
The mountains which lie on each fide are quite barren, like an old wall, and rife up

boldly without any foot projecting from them, or any hillocks lying directly before them,
as is ufual with other mountains. They feem to be greatly worn and confumed by the

operation of the air upon them, and will probably, in time, undergo confiderable alte-

rations in their external appearance. The air deftroys the cohefion of fome parts, and
caufes them to crumble away into fmall particles, which are afterwards carried off by
the rain, not to mention larger fragments, which fometimes fall ofl" from the main body,
and the cavities formed by the flagnation of the rain-water on their furface.

The rocks, which had many fharp projeifting points, were fometimes compofed of
quartzofe-llones, quartz-rubble, and fand-flone cemented together. From moifture

thefe crack, and, getting loofe, fall out, and roll down in large pieces. Hence the

M 2 mountain
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mountains look, as though they were torn afunder, and themfelves proclaim their own
vafl; antiquity and decay. Thefe mountains differ greatly in the hardnefs of their rocky

parts ; and, conl'equently, they muft differ in their diffolution. In many parts of them
pebble-ftones were found inlaid in large clufters, fometimes to the amount of a hundred

and more. Here were likewife to be feen large hills confifting of fand-ftone, which

at the bottom was as white as chalk, and friable, and at the top yellow, with a mix-

ture of yellow and red tints. In the valleys and near the rivulets, was found the fineil

fand, which muft doubtlefs have been brought down from the mountains and their ad-

jacent hills by the rain-water. In the Bocke-veld mountains to the eaftward, the ftrata

lie obliquely, as if one fide of the mountain had funk down ; the broader ftrata alfo were

lower to the north-weft than to the fouth-eaft end.

Thefe large and high chains of mountains, therefore, which lie in feveral rows, di-

vided by broader and fmaller clefts and openings, are the Alps of the fouthern parts of

Africa.

The Spring-buck icapra pygargus) does not refide in the mountains like the roe-buck,

nor in the thickets like the Steen-bock, or Duykers-bock, (where the hounds would
eafily catch him, as he could not run very faft there) but in the open fields, where he

makes the fineft and moft furprifing leaps that can be imagined, frequently above fix

feet high.

Among the few flirubs that grew in the mountains, I found here that curious ftirub

the fly-bufti (roridula dcntata), the leaves of which are covered with fine hairs, and a

tough glutinous fubftance, to which fmaller infetls adhere. It is placed in the houfes

tor the purpofe of catching flies.

On the 1 8th, we rode to Ifaac Vifage's ; the flieep here are counted morning and
evening, viz. when they are turned out and brought home, and are marked in one or

both years, that they may be known again when they come to be mingled with others.

This counting of the (heep was always the miftrefs's bufinefs, who had alfo given to each

Iheep a particular name. An excellent memory and daily pratlice had fo fharpened

her attention in this refped, that, if one amongft feveral hundred flieep were abfent, fhe

miffed it immediately.

On the 1 9th, we paffed Nicholas Janfen's farm, in our way to Carl van dcr MerwelL
A Table Mountain which ftands fingle and alone in the middle of the country, is, to

the north-weft, flat at top, and fteep on the fide, but, to the fouth-eaft, it is convex,

flopes off gradually, and is very high. The wheat here had not yet got into the ear,

which however v.e faw it had already done on the other fide of the mountain, and the

peafe were now fowing. Here they both fow and reap a couple of months later than

they do nearer the Cape, and in the country which lies lower on the other fide of it.

Although the hulbandman, that inhabits thefe mountains, lives fo high, yet he always

(though very improperly) calls it travelling up to the Cape, where the country lies

much lower.

The great wheel of the African plough has eight fpokes, and is fo made (at the fame
time that it is provided with an iron plate) that it cannot be taken oft". The fmall

wheel to the left has only four fpokes, and runs always on the grafs ridge, and thus

keeps the plough even.

On the 20th, we travelled on to William Pretoris's, whofe farm ftands in a very

good fituation ; but the weather, in the months of June, July and Auguft, is fo fevere,

that much fnow falls, fometimes for days together, and icicles are formed and adhere to

the eaves of the roof. All the calves, lambs, and goats that are brought forth during

12 the
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the froft, die of cold and hunger in the ftables in which they are kept (hut up, without

a poflibility of their being turned out to grafs.

We travelled afterwards pad two farms belonging to Jan Rafmus and Van Heere, to

that of Jacob Pinard's, where was a fmall wood. The mafler and his wife were not at

home, but only two Haves and fome Hottentot children ; we were therefore obliged to

content ourfelves with having a dry covering over our heads for the night, without any

thing to eat or drink, although we had travelled without food all the day long, and had

feveral miles to go to the next farm.

As no entertainment was to be had here, we fet out early the next morning, being

the 2 1 ft, to Skalk van Heere's, where we were kindly received, and entertained both

with breakfaft and a tolerable good glafs of wine of the growth of the country.

Here commenced the warm Bocke-veld, which was fcreened from the cold by high

mountains and hills, fome of which were very fteep, and which we had this day

defcended.

I'he warm Bocke-veld lies therefore much lower, and, in proportion to its fituation,

is much lefs cold. In the cold Bocke-veld, the vine can only be cultivated in two

places, and then does not arrive at perfect maturity, but, in the warm, it thrives better

and yields better wine. The warm Bocke-veld is a fmall tra6l of land, neither very

broad nor very long, but rather of a round form, and encircled by mountains. The
out-let from it is by a narrow opening near Moftertfhoek and Hex Rivier. The land is

level, all over covered with grafs, and has but a very few Spring-bucks left, which have

been for the moft part hunted out of the country.

As two young farmers were this day to travel on horfeback, the neareft way acrofs

the high mountains to Roode Zand, that lies on the other fide of them, we determined

to embrace the opportunity, and accompany them thither ; but my travelling companion,

after we had got to a little diftance up the mountain, finding he had forgot his faddle-

bag, was obliged to return for it, and our weary horfes not being able to go very faft

in that mountainous country, we were left in the lurch by our guides, and, lofing the

track, were obliged to return to the farm by the fame way as we came. From thence

we |rode through a great part of the warm Bocke-veld, and before evening arrived to

a handfome farm abounding in cattle, milk, and butter, which belonged to Peter

Funere.

From hence we had no other road to Roode Zand than by Moftertfhoek, through

a valley which was very narrow and low, between very high mountains projecting on
each fide. But this journey was hazardous at fuch time of the year when the large

and wide rivulets which we had to ford in the dale were brim-full.

In order to pafs with fafety over this dangerous fpot, we hired a fervant, who, being

acquainted with the country, was to precede us on horfeback, and point out to us the

moft fhallow places.

On the 2 2d of Odlober we fet out on our journey.

On our entering of Moftertftioek, the road was very ftony, mountainous, and fteep,

and we had afterwards feveral ftreams to fonl and branches of rivers, fuch as Brug-drift,

Stroom-drift, Elfe Rivier, and Diep-drift, befidcs feveral fmaller branches of brooks,

which, uniting, form the great Breede Rivier. Thefe places were the more dangerous
to crofs, as the water not only ftood up to the horfes' fides, but the bottom was full of
large round ftones, that had rolled down from the mountains, fo that the horfes could
fcarcely get on ; and frequently the rapidity of the ftream was fuch that they could with
great difficulty keep the trad.

Near
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Near thefe llreams grew feveral flirubs, efpecially fome of the Geranium kind, that

fent forth a pleafant, ftrong, and refreshing odour.

At length we arrived fafely at De Wett's at Roode Zand, where our oxen had

already refted themfelves, and gathered ftrength and flefli for our intended journey.

On Wintcrhoek, a mountain which terminates Roode Zand to the northward, and

divides it from Olyfant's Kloof, there ftill lay a great deal of hail,

Gli is, in the Hottentot language, the name of an umbelliferous plant, the root of

which, dried and reduced to powder, they mix with cold water and honey in a trough,

and after letting it ferment for the fpace of one night, obtain a fpecies of mead, which

they drink in order to throw themfelves into a ftate of intoxication. A couple of glafles

are faid to be fufficient for the purpofe, and no head-ache enfues. Of the pulverized

root, two handfuls only are taken.

This year I examined the mountains at Winterhoek much more narrowly than I had

done laft year, and as high as to their very fummits. The fly-bufh grew here in abun-

dance and the fcarce plant, called protea nana, the flower of which refembles the dog-

rofe was found only in this place. On one fide of the mountain was a fine cafcade,

that fell down a perpendicular precipice, under which there was a hollow in the moun-

tain filled with feveral bufhes. My inclination called me thither, and I mud have gone

a very round-about way to it, had I not ventured to take a leap of about twenty or

twenty four yards in height, which I did without being hurt in the leaft, the bufhes

preventing me from making a hard fall. Among other rare plants alfo which I found

here, was the difa cxrulea.

In thefe mountains were found an elegant red flate, confifting of thin lamina, and

difpofed in broad ftrata. The fame fubftance was alfo to be feen in large pieces that

had fallen down from the higher parts of the mountain, and difpofed in ftrata with other

ftony matter, like a marble. It appeared ftrange to me, that I did not, either here, or

in any other mountains, meet with any lime-ftonc, or calcareous hill, nor with any mar-

ble nor flint, excepting a radiated Gypfum, which I found in the mountain near Hex
Rivier. Here I law a farmer's wife, who, through good living and indolence, was

grown to fuch a fize, and was fo fat withal, that, excepting one more in another part

of this country, I never faw her equal. On her way to the Cape, flie had fuftered her-

felf to be weighed ; and flie then weighed three hundred and thirty four pounds or

twenty-fix ftone, horfeman's weight.

That Roode Zand is nothing but a valley between high mountains, running nearly

parallel to the each other, I could clearly perceive from this circumftance, that in the

hollows, where the torrents of water had fwept away the earth, and dug out channels

of one or two fathoms depth, the ground appeared to confift of the naked rock, with

its ftrata, that ftood up on their edge almoft perpendicular, and only a little inclining

to the fouth-eaft. Thefe ftrata were much foftened by the water, of a loofe texture,

and whitifti, refembling an indurated clay ; in their infterftices, they harboured fand,

which the water had carried down and difcharged there.

The farms hereabouts are not very far afunder, and the colonifts are in general in

good circumftances. The vineyards were numerous, of wheat there was a great quan-

tity fown, and orchards were planted every where, fo that the country produced the

nioft profitable articles, fuch as wine, wheat, oranges and lemons. The cold might

neverthelefs be very fevere here at times ; and it was reported, that its intenfenefs the

laft year had done great damage to the vines, and, in fome places, abfolutely deftroyed

them.
As
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As to cattle and flieep, more are kept here by the farmers than are wanted for their

own confumption and ufe ; and draught-oxen tliey fometimes buy from other places.

A fmall dove (perhaps the fmallefi of the dove kind) called Maquas Duyv {columba

capenfis) frequented the gardens, and there fought its food, which confifted moftly of

feeds.

The ix'ia bulbifcra, a bulbous plant with a red flower, grew here in the greatefl:

abundance. When one approached the place where it grew, it feemed to be but thinly

fcattered over the field, but at a diltance the ground appeared as if it were covered

with fcarlet cloth.

In like manner, here and here only, was found befide the brooks, a green variety of

the ix'ia maculata, another tall bulbous plant, which is as elegant as fingular, with its

long clutter ofgreen flowers growing out like an ear of corn, and. is fo extremely fcarce

all over the world.

On the 28th, proceeding on our journey, we croflTed Brecde Rivier ; the branches

of which went meandering on fo far before us on our route, that we were obliged to ford

them feveral times before we could reach Jan Skibbert's farm, where we took up our

night's lodging.

On the 29th, we came to Philip Plaifir's near Saftraan's Kloof, a place where there

is a foot-path acrofs the mountains, along which one may go on horfe-back.

Travelling ftill farther, we arrived at Jan de Toi's. The country now began to

grow broader and flatter. Toi's Kloof again is the name of the foot-path here, leading

over the mountains ; which alfo may be travelled over on horfe-back, and brings one

to Drakenflein, directly oppofitc Paarl.

We now left Breede Rivier to the right ; and the level flat country which here lies

about the fl;ream, and is at times inundated by it, is called Goudena.
Farther on lies Brand Valley ; oppofitc to which, on the other fide of the mountain,

(lands Stellenbofch.

On the 30th, we rode pafl; De Ploi's farm, and over Hex Rivier, to Keyfer's efl:ate.

The field was here of the Carrow kind, and the fheep were faid to feed on thofe

fucculent plants, t\i& mefcinbryantbauams (Vygebofches), which were fuppofed to render

the dung of thefe animals unfit for manure. Now likewife, the farther we advanced,

the more hilly the country grew.

On the 3ifl:, we arrived at Alowen Smidt's farm, which lies oppofite to Hottentot's

Holland. The country here had many hills and ridges of mountains, which lay acrofs

our road.

November 2d, we rode over one of the ridges that lay before us to Mrs. Bruel's

farm, when we feemed to be in quite another valley. -

The mountains to the left now took a fomewhat different direftion, and ran more to

the eaft-fouth-eaft.

Proceeding farther, we came to Philip Bota's, whofe farm lay oppofite to Tyger
Hoek, which is fituated behind the mountains that project out from Hottentot's Hoi-

land mountains.

The chain of mountains v/hich had continued from Witfenberg feemed here to turn

oflf to the eafliward, and, as it were, entirely to dwindle away ; but upon a clofer

examination, it was found to extend Itill fiirther on, and to be continued by the ridges

of mountains which only lay fomewhat farther inwards, in connexion with the fame chain.

After this we pafled Clas Vogt's Rivier, fo named from Clas Vogt, a colonift, who
had been trampled to death by an elephant, and that in fo fliocking a manner that

fcarcely the vefiige of a bone was to be feen in his remains.

On
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On the fame day continuing our journey, we arrived at Gert Nel's farm near Koch-

nian's Kloof and Rivier.

Mat-ware (Matjefgoed) is the name given here to a kind of rufh that grew in the

river, and of which mats were made, that were ufed by the hufbandmen for the tilts of

waggons, and alfo to lie on. Thefe mats were foft and pliable, and the rufhes from

which they were made, were a fpecies of grafs, which I called cyperus icxtillis, of about

four feet and more in height, almoft as thick as a tobacco pipe, and hollow within.

On the 3d we fet out for Drolki's farm. In this traft, as well as in the whole of

the interior part of the country, it was faid to rain with the wind at fouth-eaft, quite the

contrary to which is the cafe at the Cape.

The farmers cultivate their farms here with their own flaves, and thefe flaves were

not only chaftifed by their mafters for mifdemeanors and petty faults that merely

aft'efted the family, but alfo, in cafe of trefpafles of a more ferious nature, by the officers

of police belonging to the landrofl:.

It fometimes happens, that on the hufbandman finding himfelf under the neceffity of

complaining to the magiflrate of his flave, either on account of flagrant crimes com-
mited by him, or of incurable idlenefs, or exceffive careleflfnefs ; in which cafe this latter

takes a liking to the flave, however fl;range it may appear, the owner, nolens vokns, is

obliged to fell him.

November 4th, we arrived at the celebrated Jacobus Bota's, a man who was now
eighty-one years of age, and, from twelve fons, had a progeny of one hundred and

ninety perfons, all alive. It is not this circumfl:ance however, as Angular as it other-

wife may be, that has given him fo much renown, in a country where they marry early,

and where the population is very great, but a misfortune that befel him in one of his

hunting expeditions. When he was forty years of age, he fliot, in a narrow pafs in a

wood, a lion, which immediately fell, without his obferving that there were two of

them together. I'he other lion ruflied immediately upon him, before he had time to

load his piece, and not only wounded him with his fliarp claws to fuch a degree that

he fainted away, but alfo gnawed his left arm and fide, and lacerated him in fuch a

terrible manner, that he lay for dead on the ground. The lion, that in general is

pofleflfed of too noble a fpirit to revenge itfelf on a dead man, ifnot impelled by hunger,

left him in this fituation, fo that he was at length carried home by his fervants. His

wife, a ftirring and aftive woman, immediately fetched feveral herbs, which flie boiled

in water, and with the decoftion daily waflied, fomented, and bound up his wounds,
fo that he was at lafl: reftored to perfect health. He was fo much difabled however
in this arm, that he could never afterwards handle a mufquct. He had been the firll

fportfman in the colony, and by killing elephants and felling their teeth, had acquired

a tolerable fortune. This man informed me that, in its infancy, the colony had fo fmall

an extent, and the Hottentots in it were fo numerous, that the chrifl:ian fettlers could

not without danger venture as far as Zwellendam. At that time too the elephants

abounded fo much, even near the Cape, that in travelling to and from the Cape, one

might kill a great many of them. Thus he had often fliot four or five in a day, and
fometunes twelve or thirteen. Twice in his life, .when he was out in purfuit of thefe

animals, he had defliroyed with his gun twenty-two elephants each day. A good
fportfman always kills th? eleph;mt at one fliot, but, fliould he hit any of the fore-legs,

fo as to break it, two fliot muft be fired ; the hunter always takes his aim in fuch a

manner as that the ball fliall pafs through the lungs. The ball is always mixed with

one third of tin, and weighs a quarter of a pound ; the piece is in proportion to this,

and rather heavy. Each elephant's tooth weighs from thirty to one hundred and thirty

pounds.
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pounds. They are bought up by the Dutch Company, at the rate of one guilder per

pound.

The country here began to be very hilly, and abound with grafs, and at the

fame time had a fufficient number of rivulets, and fome wood in the clefts of the

mountain.

Thefe mountains, which extended from Hottentot's Holland, now began to be
(higher up the country) more and more low, and afterwards appeared like broken
ridges, and at lafl; totally vanillied.

On the ^h, we went to Jurgen Beta's, who is a fon of the old man already men-
tioned, and paffed Blankenberg's farm in our way to Rock's, near Keureboom's
Rivier.

Here we faw a monkey from Houtniquas wood, fomething like the Jtmia Sabaa.
The legs were all black, and the tip of the tail brown ; the tefticles of the colour of

blue flone, or vitriol ol copper.

From hence we went to Zwellendam, and afterwards to the Company's poft, near

Buffcl Jagt Rivier, where we reded a few days.

The colony of Zwellendam, which is fubjeCl: to its own peculiar landroft, had been

founded about thirty years before. It look its name from Mr. Zwellingrebel, who was
at that time vice-governor, or Secundu's (Tweede), at the Cape. The firft landroft

here was Renius, the fecond Orack, who was ftill alive but had refigned, and the third

was the prefent landroft, whofe name is Mentz.

The Company's poft had at firft been eftabllftied, for the fake of proteding thofe

colonifts who had fettled on this fpot, and farther up in the country, in order to culti-

vate the land and rear cattle. It was therefore at firft laid out as a fort, and provided

with feven men and a corporal ; but, after the country came to be more inhabited,

and the Hottentots quitted it, all thefe fortifications were found to be quite unnecefiary

and fuperfluous. Inftead of this, a grazing farm is now eftabliftied here, and the

foldiers are employed in the wood, called Groot Vaders Bofch, or (Grand-father's

Wood), in felling, for the uie of the Company, different forts of timber for joiners-

work, &c. of which timber a waggon load is fent to the Cape every three months,

befides what the people of the colony, in order to aflift in maintaining them^are allowed

to carry up and fell thcmfelves.

For the fervice of this farm, thofe Hottentots are ufed that ftill remain here, the

reliques of former numerous hordes. 'Ihis year I contrived to procure fome informa-

tion concerning their mode of living, their manners, and their cuftoms.

On the firft night of the new moon one may fee the Hottentots run about, pull off

their hats, and courtefy.

The ceremony is not quite laid afide of making youth, at a certain age, men

;

from which time they are feparated from the women, and aiVociate only with men.
After the youth has been befprinkled, according to cuftom, with urine, fome animal is

killed, and its omentum, or cawl, is tied about his neck. The men never drink milk

that has been drawn by the women. The women here have frequently a real hulband,

and a /oaim tencns, or lubftitute. The men likewiie often take two wives. The mar-

riage-ceremony is frequently performed, by the bride and bridegroom, after obtaining

the permiftion of the parents, fleeping together till late In the morning. The dead are

inferred in graves, over which are let a tortoife-fliell, filled with fome odoriferous

powder, and three twigs of fome fhrub or other ; and, after this, the company that

forms the procefTion makes merry. Of game that has been hunted and killed, no one
vol.. XVI. N is
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is fuffered to eat before he is invefled with the dignity of man ; nor mufl man and

wife eat any part of this animal's heart, or pericardium.

The Hottentots, at prefent, eat their meat either roafted, or elfe boiled in a pot

in the ordinary way ; but not long ago, before they had got veffels of this kind from

the Europeans, they ufed to put their meat into leathern bags, filled with water, and

afterwards threw in red-hot ftones, which, by their heat, caufed the water to boil.

The Hottei/tots ufe bows and arrows, not only for their defence againft their enemies,

but likewife for the purpofe of killing wild beafts ; but at prefent they have rarely

need to employ them on either of thefe occafions. The bow is a round Itick of about

an inch thick, and fomething more than two feet long, and is bent by a fmew. The
arrow is made by a kind of reed or cane, as thick as a goofe-quill, and fcarcely a foot

long, to the end of which is faflened, with a fine firing or finew, an iron point, fliaped

like a lancet, which is befmeared with the poifon of ferpents. Several of thefe arrows

are kept in a quiver, which is of the thicknefs of a man's arm, and about two feet in

length, with a lid at the top, that turns upon hinges of leather.

Rabekin is a mufical infirument, fomething like a guitar, made of a calabaHi and a

narrow board, with three or four firings, which may be flretched or relaxed at plea-

fure, by means of fcrews. On this infirument the Hottentots play with their fingers.

Kora was a wind infirument, which, however, was feldom ufed.

A mountain called Potteberg, was feen direftly oppofite the farm, near the fea-fliore,

which was faid to be about twenty-four miles diflant.

A curious grafshopper, of a reddifli colour, of the clafs of hemiptera, was feen in

great numbers, feeking its food on the bufhes. When taken, it prefTed out from

beneath a fheath that lay under its breafl, a flimy, frothy fluid, like foap lather, which

covered both the infeft and the fingers of the captor. This was repeated as often as

the liquid was wiped oft" with a linen rag. From the manner in which this animal

endeavours to liberate itfelf, I called it gryllus fpumans. The Larvas, or half-grown

grafshopper, or the fpecies called pnewnora, were feen in the greatefl abundance, both

here and elfewhere, on the bufhes ; but in the day-time, neither I nor any of my com-
panions could find one of them in a perfeft flate and winged, which aflonifhed me
much.

Reeboks, Rietboks (^capra), and Bonteboks (^capra fcripia), frequented much thefe

hilly and verdant fields. In thefe antelopes both fexes are furniflied with horns ; and

the young Bonteboks are at firfl of a reddilh-brown colour, but, in time, become
fpotted with white, though, on account of the opennefs of the country and the fhynefs

of the animal, it is difficult to get within gun-fhot of the Bontebok, yet we were

lucky enough to fhoot one. It is always dangerous to come near one of thefe creatures

when fhot, becaufe, if he is not quite dead, he makes ufe of his horns, and may put

the huntfhian in danger of his life.

Here, too, I had an opportunity of obferving a curious fad. It happens fometimes,

that when a duck is fhot in any of the rivulets, it either immediately dilappears, and is

feen no more, or it .is found again with its feet eaten oft". This is done by the water-

turtle that inhabit thefe waters, which prey, not only on the larger ducks, but alfo on
their young, which they leize by tlie leg.

On the I oth, palfing by Peter Bota's farm, called Rietkuyl, we crofTed Kerremelk's

and Slange rivers to the Widow Fore, near Duyvenhoek's Rivier.

In the whole traft of country through which we had pafled all the way from Hex
Rivier, I obferved that the banks of all the rivers were planted with the very prickly

tree called mimofa nilotka.

13 The
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The mountains, which extended from a projefting point at Zwellendam, ran now
in the diredlion of due eaft and weft.

On the I ith of November, having taken an early leave of our worthy hoftefs, we
went down to Duyvenhoek's River, which was at a fhort diftance from the farm. The
late rains had filled this rivulet, fo as to make it dangerous to crofs. The rivulets of
this country, however, have ufually fome fhallow places, where, even in the greateft

flood, one may crofs them with waggon and oxen. To fhew us one of thefe drifts, as

they are called, our hoftefs had been fo kind as to fend a flave with us ; but, as he
neither underftood nor fpoke Dutch, he was obliged to communicate his inftruftions to

us by figns, which, either from ignorance or malice, he entirely perverted, as he pointed

out to us a circular track over the river to the right, which we ought to have taken to

the left. I, who was the moft courageous of any of the company, and in the whole
courfe of the journey was conftantly obliged to go on before and head them, now alfo,

without a moment's confideration, rode plump into the river, till, in a moment, I fank

with my horfe into a large and deep fea-cow hole, up to my ears. This would undoubt-
edly have proved my grave, if my horfe had not by good luck been able to fwim ; and
I, who have always had the good fortune to poffefs myfelf in the greateft dangers, had
not, with the greateft calmnefs and compofure, guided the animal, (which floundered

about violently in the water,) and kept myfelf faft in the faddle, though continually

lifted up by the ftream. After having palled over this hole, I was likewife fuccefsful

in my attempts to get fafe out of it, though the edges of thefe holes are in general very
fteep, infomuch that they feldom afford one a fure footing. Holes of this kind, which
the Hippopotamus treads out for its refting-place, occur in a great many rivers, though
the animal itfelf perhaps is no longer to be found there, but has either been fliot, or

' made to fly to fome other more fecure retreat. All this time my fellow-travellers ftood

frightened on the oppofite bank and aftoniflied, without daring to truft themfelves to an
element that appeared to them fo full of danger. However, as foon as I had got off" my
horfe, and let the water drain off from me a little, I ordered my Hottentots to drive acrofs

the river, according to a better direction that I gave them, after which the others followed.

I had the greateft reafon to be thankful to the Divine goodnefs, which had preferved

me in this imminent danger, and the more fo, as it happened on the anniverfary of the

day on which I came into the world thirty years before.

After our waggons were brought over the water, I did not allow myfelf time to

change my clothes, as I muft have been at the pains of unpacking my trunks ; but we
continued our journey the whole day without the farther interruption, and pafling by
Chriftopher Lombart's farm, went to another farm belonging to Daniel Plaifir, where
we arrived before evening, and were kindly received.

Here my lirft care was to examine my pocket-book, watch, and other things fubjedt:

to be damaged by the water,

A kind of corvus (or crow), called Spreuw, was found both here and in feveral other

places in great plenty. It was lefs than a black-bird, and black, with a white rump : this

bird always accompanied the larger cattle and the Iheep, efpecially in the mornings and
evenings, before they are driven out to field, and after their return. Its occupation

was to pick away the'infeds (^cicari), which, dropping from the bufties upon the animals,

and biting deep into their fkins, flick very faft to them, and occafion them great pain.

This bird is very wild and fliy, fo that when it obferves anybody approach it, it im-
mediately ilies away, and with many cries warns the others, which inftantly take wing,
and endeavour to fave themfelves by flight. This bird is faid to make its neft in the

fides of the rivers and brooks, for which purpofe it digs holes in their banks.

N 2 Thefe
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Thefe acari which teazed the cattle were not Icfs troublefome to our horfes. Fre-

quently, while I was riding through the thickets, for the purpofe of gathering flowers

and feeds in thefe places, my horfe, and particularly his head, was fo thickly covered

by thefe blood-fuckers, that neither his ears nor any other part of him could be feen,

and I was foraetimes obliged to make my Hottentots free him from thefe troublefome

guefts, before they had time to enter too deeply into the flsin.

On the 12th we went to Clas Bruyn's farm, and on the 13th, to Peter de Wett's.

The whole of this traft produced aloe-trees in abundance, which in fome places en-

tirely covered the hills and the fides of the mountains, where they appeared at a diftance

like a numerous army. The trees are of the height of a man, with their items quite

bare below, and a crown at the top of broad, thick, and fifefliy leaves.

I obferved every where the flaves bufy in tapping and preparing gum-aloe, the virtues

of which in medicine are well known. De Wett, the owner of the farm, was the firft

that prepared the gum in this country, for which reafon he was faid to have the exclufiVe

privilege of delivering and felling it at a certain price to the Company.
Several farmers have fmce learned the art of preparing it, and at prefent frequently

fell it at the Cape to ftrangers at lefs than half this price.

The mode of preparing it is quite plain and fimple. It confifts, in the ufual phrafe of

the peafants, in the tappmg or the drawing off the juice, and boiling it. The tapping

may be performed at all times in the year ; but during, and immediately after, the rainy

feafon, the leaves yield a more copious but thinner juice. Thofe days that are calm and

clear are chiefly felefted for the operation of tapping, as windy weather flirinks the leaf,

fo that lefs juice is produced, and it hardens too foon. On this work, for the moft part,

either flaves or Hottentots are employed. A leaf is firfl: cut off, and Idid on the bare

ground to ferve for a channel, upon which feveral other cut leaves are afterwards placed

on each fide, with the large end inwards, and over thefe again others, to the amount of

a dozen or more, fo that the juice drips from them into the hollow of the firfl leaf. The
leaves which were cut ofl" not too clofe to the trunk were not cut into fmaller pieces ; as,

according to what the farmers afferted, they would not yield the more juice on that ac-

count. In this manner feveral heaps of leaves are laid one after the other, as fafl; as they

can be cut ofl". When the juice ceafes running the leaves are taken away, and the juice

is poured into calabaflies, which here, as well as in many other places, are ufed by the

poor as bottles. The greateft quantity of juice that can be thus collected by a man in

one day is a large calabafli or fmall pail-full. The juice is afterwards boiled down at

home in Englifli iron pots, to fuch a confidence, that it will run oft" a flick that is put into

it. All impurities that fwim on the top of the liquor are fl^immed oft" in the boiling.

The juice thus boiled down to one half, is then poured out into wooden boxes, in which
it afterwards grows hard. The juice yields generally one-third of folid gum, and each

box weighs from three to five hundred-weight, each pound of which is fold to foreign

nations for three, or four, and fomerimes two, ft;ivers.

On the 1 5th we proceeded on our journey to Daniel Pinard's, acrofs Goud's Rivier.

This river is one of the largeft in this country. Its banks on the weftern fide were ex-

tremely fteep. The farm was fituated on the other fide on a tolerably high hill. This
fl;ream runs far up into the country, and confequently is fupplied with water from the

mountains, which are at the diftance of feveral days' journey from hence, and which
border upon particular trafts that, at certain times of the year, are deluged by heavy
fliowers of rain, accompanied with thunder. From fuch a caufe this river may be very

fuddenly filled, and rife to a great height, at the fame time that at this place there fliall

be
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be the fineft weather imaginable. And for the fame reafon this river is extremely dan-

gerous, fo that the traveller ought not to take up his quarters too near its banks, nor

in the low-lands adjacent to it. The water now came up to our horfes' faddles.

This day we proceeded as far as to Didelof's farm.

On the i6th, we rode pafl: feveral eftates, fuch as thofe of Dirk Marcus, Bernard

the fon, and the younger Plant, and haftened on to Mufclebay, to a delightfully

fituated farm belonging to old Bernard.

The harbour here is very large, but no fhips ever make it, except they are obliged

fo to do by ftrefs of weather.

A Danifli fhip, called the Kron Prinfefs, commanded by Captain Swenfinger, was
ftranded here and loft, and the remains of it were even at this time to be feen.

On the 1 8th, after having, in the courfe of the day that we "refted there, vifited

the fea-coafi: and its fandy hills, which in all probability was formerly occupied in great

numbers by Damaquas Hottentots, we rode paft Clafs Meyer's and Jacobus Tunniflbn

Bota's eftates, and returned to Dirk Marcus near Hagelkraal, an old man and great

elephant-I\unter.

Thongs made of the hides of animals were every where ufed by the farmers inftead

of cords and ropes, both for the tackling of waggons and other purpofes. Here we
faw thefe thongs made pliable and fit for ufe, by greafmg them, and rubbing them
brifkly againft a tree.

On the 1 9th, we travelled up towards the mountains, and into Hartequas Kloof, to

a refting place called Groote Paarde Kraal, where we, for the firll time in the courfe

of this journey, took our night's lodging in the open air.

On the 20th, we examined diligently the mountains that furrounded us on all fides,

and in the afternoon, continued our route through Hartequas Kloof to Zaffraam Kraal,

when we got into a more plain and level country, called Canna Land, by fome Canaan's

Land, and at the fame time pafled the heights of Canna (Cannas Hoogte).

Here what I had heard before, was confirmed to me, viz. that feveral female oflriches

lay their eggs in one neft ; and that, if any one touches their eggs, the birds, that

difcover this by the fmell, never lay any more eggs in the fame place ; but, if the

eggs rtiould chance to be left behind, trample them to pieces under their feet.

On the 21ft, we pafled Aker Hein's farm, and took up our quarters in the evening

near Klipp Rivier. The land between the mountains was many timca, broader than

Roode Zand, very dry like the Carrow, and much higher than Houtniquas Land,
that lay on the other fide of it.

That piece of land, which lay on the other fide of the mountains to the left, was
called Kankou.
On the 2 2d, croffing Brack Rivier and Matjes Drift, and going through Matjes

Kloof, where Lange Kloof begins, we rode paft Hclbeck's farm to Van Stade's.

Here we obfcrvcd on the plain, high and long, diftincfl and feparatc, mountains,

which had the fame direction as the large chain of mountiuns before-mentioned.

On the 23d, we paifed Buy's eftate in our way to Gert van Roijen's, near Diep
Rivier.

The mountains which here formed Lange Kloof, were, to the right, the long range
of mountains fpoken of above, and, to the left, a connected ridge which began near

ALitjes Kloof, and was lower than the long chain of mountains that lay by the fide of
it, and whofe tops could plainly be difcovered. The land which lay on the other fide

of the laft-mentioned low ridge, and the higher ridge, is called CarmenafTie, a traft of
and, which is likewife already peopled by the induftrious colonifts. The country be-

4 hind
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hind that higher range of mountains is a poor, flat, and dry Carrow-field, which

borders on the Eaftern Olyfant's Rivier.

The mountains in general ftretched eafl:-north-eaft.

On the 24th, we arrived at Tunis Bota's farm. Here the ridge of mountains,

over which we palled to the left, divided and formed a vale, where nothing but

ridges of mountains lay before us, and which was not more than about two mufquet-

fhot in breadth. The vale which we left to the right, goes to Houtniquas mountains,

over which one may get on horfeback to Houtniquas woods.

Proceeding on our journey we pafTed on to Hans Olofson's farm : here was a carriage

road that led to Camenaflie Land, and Olyfant's warm bath.

On the 25th, we rode farther on in Lange Kloof to Mat Zondag's.

The land in Lange Kloof is bare, and without any Ihrubs or bufhes, but abounds

much in grafs.

The cold in winter is very fevere in this vale, and fnow fometimes falls here which

lies on the ground three or four days.

As the year before I had pretty^narrowly examined this fpot, and had gathered the

few plants that grew upon it, I was now determined to climb up to the higheft fum-

mits of the mountains, in order to obferve the dire£Vion in which they ran ; but I

could not poflibly have had a better reward for my pains, than the glorious profpeQ:

that now lay before me, in which a traft of mountains of a great many leagues (as it

appeared to me) in breadth, divided into feveral ridges, with their intervening vales,

was extended, like a map, before my eyes, and fhewed me plainly that the greateft

part of the road I had travelled lay over various ridges of mountains, and along va-

rious dales, on a confiderable breadth of hilly country, where many thoufands of men,

and millions of other animals, find both food and fhelter ; while, on the other hand,

the more plain and level land, in this fouthernmoft part of Africa, for want of water,

can feldom exhibit a fingle quadruped, or afford water to one folitary bird.

I alfo obferved, that the ranges of mountains to the eaflward, diverged more and

more from each other, fo that thofe that lay to the left, the farther they went into the

country, the more eaflerly was their direftion.

Want of houfe furniture, and a turn for ceconomy, had induced the hufbandmen
here to make lanterns out of calabafhes, which was done by cutting feveral holes in

them.

On the 26th, we fet out for Peter Frere's, a bold and daring fportfman, and one

of the beft elephant-hunters in the country ; a man who fpoke the Hottentot language

fluently.

Oppofite to this fpot ended the Camenaflie country, and a waggon road went from
thence acrofs the mountains.

In all this traft of country, no other bufinefs was carried on than that of grazing

;

and a great quantity of butter was fent from hence to town, where the farmer received

no more than from three to fix ftivers per pound, although it Hands the Company in

as much as two fliillings.

The hufbandman, on his journey to and from the Cape, refls in the day, and travels

in the cool of the night ; but we were obliged to do juft the reverfe of this, if we
wiftied to colledl: any plants and other things which conftituted the whole objeft of our

expedition. We took care therefore to turn our oxen out to grafs at night,- at every

place where it could be done with fafety. Thus, one evening here, we had turned

our oxen out to graze in the plain, but not far from the farm. The evening was

darker than ufual : the dogs made a terrible noife, and the whole herd of oxen thronged

towards
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towards the houfe, without our being able, as the night was fo dark, to go to their

affiftance with fire-arms. In the morning, we found that the cattle had been purfued

by a tyger-wolf (byana maculatn)^ and that one of our oxen had been bit in the groin,

and a portion of the (kin, fix inches broad, had been torn away ; but that the in-

teftines did not hang out, nor were they otherwife hurt. The hyaena is a bold and

ravenous animal, which frequently eats the faddle from uiidcr the traveller's head, and

the (hoes from off his feet, while he lies fleeping in the open air. When one of thefe

creatures gets into a fheep-fold, it not only commits great havock amongft the flieep,

but terrifies them to fuch a degree, that they run all together in a heap, and fqueeze

each other to death.

On the 27th, having pafl'ed Stephaiius Frere's, we came to Matthew Streidung's

;

and, on the 28th, to Peter Nyckert's, and afterwards to Andrew de Pre's.

Elandboks {capra orcas) were fometimes to be met with and fliot in the mountains.

This goat is as large as a middle-fized horfe, and its flefli has an agreeable tafte. The
tongue, however, which, when faUcd and dried, is frequently carried up to the Cape
for fale, is reckoned flill more delicious, and is not inferior to a rein deer's tongue.

This goat was faid not to butt with his horns, when wounded, as the Bonteboks and
Gefmeboks {capra oryx) do.

I faw the kid caught of a very fniall and extremely fcarce goat, called Orebi {capra

monticola'). It was of a brown colour, fcarcely larger than a cat, and very handfome.

This animal was faid to inhabit the plains in Lange Kloof; and, it was aflerted, that

neither fex have horns, though, it is highly probable, that the male has.

Kouka lay directly oppofite on the left hand, and was a narrow piece of land be-

tween the mountains, which was already invaded by the coionifts, although it was fo

fmall as to have only two farms on it.

I was every where told, that this extenfive country came more and more under the

dominion of the Dutch coloniils, to whom the Hottentots were conftantly obliged to

give way, and retire farther into the country. The Dutch always took pofTelFion at

firft of the befl and mofl fertile parts of the land, in the wider valleys, leaving to the

Hottentots, for a little while longer, the inferior tradts, between mountains, in the nar-

rower vales, till, at length, the poor favages were driven even out of thefe, and ob-

liged entirely to quit their native plains.

On the 29th we arrived, towards evening, at Thomas Frere's, after a very trouble-

fome day's journey. The roads were very flippery and heavy, in confequence of the

great rains that had fallen ; and the rivulets that ran in the middle of the valley, and
which we were feveral times obliged to crofs, were of an unufual depth, fo that the

proper place for fording them could not always be found. This occafioned my driver,

unfortunately for me, to mifs the right path, and he drove fo deep into the river, that

the water rofe up to the middle of the cart, and wetted my plants, both dried and
frefli, my infeds, clothes, &c. quite through ; fo that, when we arrived at the farm at

night, I was obliged to look over, with incredible pains, and dry before the fire, a great

multiplicity ot articles, many of which, however, were quite fpoiled. 1 alfo now tra-

velled in the cart myit-lf, as my horfe had loit much flefh, and was fo muth wearied by
the journey, that I had been obliged to leave him behind at the laft farm. The water

not only came up to my middle in the cart, but the bottom of the river likevvife was full

of mud, which was llirred up by the wheels, and which was fo thick and heavy, that

it was with the greateft difficulty that the oxen could drag the cart through.

On the day following, being the 30th, we proceeded to Efl'ebofch, a pretty little

neat wood which has acquired its name from the large trees Eelfenboom, (or afh-trees,

Ekcbergia
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Ekebergia capenfis), that grew here ; the leaf of which greatly refembles that of the Eu-

ropean afh (^fraxinns). Large fig-trees, too, (^ficiis capenfis) the fruit of which is eaten

by the baboons, grew here in abundance. As there was no farm as yet laid out here-

abouts, we took up our night's lodging in the open air, at the fide of a few bulhes, and

our faddles ferved us for pillows.

On the ift of December, we went down Kromniie Rivier country, which takes its

name from Krommie Rivier (the Crooked River), that runs meandring through it.

This valley is nothing but a continuation of Lange Kloof ; but finks lower by degrees,

and is likewife narrower, being fometimes no more than a gun-fhot in breadth. It has

fcarcely any level ground ; but flopes off entirely from the mountains on each fide to

the middle, where the fmaller ftreams that run down from thefe mountains are colled-

ed, and form a large river.

Lange Kloof and Kromme Rivier, in which there are at prefent but few of the an-

cient inhabitants remaining, were formerly, in all probability, inhabited by the Hey-

kom Hottentots, in great numbers.

At the end of this valley, to the right, the heads of the mountains began to ap-

proach clofer to each other, and to be lower, till, at length, they quite difappeared,

without reaching to the fea-lhore. The mountains, too, were bent out of their courfe

in fuch a manner on each fide, that they now chiefly ftretched towards the fouth-eaft.

We rode paft Vermak's eftate, where Lange Kloofs and Kromme Rivier mountains

came to an abfolute termination on the left ; and the country now appeared very broad

between the fea-fhore and that chain of mountains which extended ftill farther to the

left, pafl Olyfant's warm bath : in this maimer, that both the mountains to the right,

and thofe to the left, which had hitherto extended from Bokke-veld, now came to a

termination ; and, to ,the left, were only feen the Olyfant mountains, ftretching about

eaft-north-eaft, within which there were a few ranges of mountains that ran molUy eafl:

or north-eaft, but were of no great extent.

So that the Olyfant mountains were feen to continue their courfe ; but of thefe, fe-

veral ridges were plainly difcerned, which at laft terminated gradually in fingle points.

The neareft vifilpje range to the left is called Zeeko Riviers-berg, and comes to a ter-

mination near Ifaac Meyer's farm, where we afterwards arrived. Behind it, was feen

another ridge, called Meulen Rivicrs Mountain, which terminated near Kok's farm,

where we ftaid and relied ourfelves feveral days, as this farm was almoft the farther-

mofl of the colony on this fide. Behind the lafl-mentioned ridge, another was feen to

peep out farther on, which was called Kabeljaw Riviers-berg, and was terminated by
the river of the fame name.

Zeeko (or Sea-cow) River, which at a fmall diftance from the farm runs into the

fea, is, in the part near the fea, tolerably well fupplied with fifh. The fifties found in

this and other rivers all come up from the fea ; higher up, fifli are feldom to be met
with in the rivers of this part of Africa ; fo that there is no fifliing carried on at the

mouths of the rivers, and then it is done with nets, and by thofe only whofe farms lie

near the fliore. One day, when my landlord's fons went down to the fea-fhore a fifti-

ing with a few Hottentots, I accompanied them thither for the purpofe of botanizing.

The river was very broad here, it is true, but fo clioaked up with fand-banks that had
been caft up from the fea, that when one went into it, the water did not come up higher

than one's middle. I walked about for feveral hours quite naked, as well for the fake

of bathing, as of collefting infecls and flirubs that grew there on the banks, with nothing

but a handkerchief about my waifl, not fufpecting that the fun-beams would have had

any bad effeft upon me. But, in a fhort time, I found that all that part of my body
which



thunberg's account of the cape of good hope. 97

tvhich was above the water, was red and inflamed. This diforder increafed to fuch a

degree, that I was obliged to keep my bed for feveral days, and could not even bear a

fine calico fhirt on my body (efpecially over my fhoulders, which were the parts moft

expofed to the fun's rays), till I had anointed myfelf with cream, in order to lubricate

my parched fliin.

The fields here abounded in grafs, and, confequently, were proper for the rearing

of horned cattle, which, with butter. Were the only articles they could difpofe of at

the Cape.

They churned here almofl; every day, and the butter-milk, which was very feldom

confumed by the cattle, formed rivulets, as it were, in the places where it had been
thrown out.

The Hottentots in this farmer's fervice were numerous ; among' thefe, the girls that

were employed in churning were obliged to wafli themfelves, and keep themfelves clean,

at leaft their hands and arms.

A curious and handfome fpecies of Bulfinch (Langflaart Loxia Macroura, the long-

tailed grofs-beak of Latham) was found all over thefe fields, efpecially in fuch places

as were boggy, or overgrown with ruflies. It refembles the goldfinch in its red velvet

fummer-drefs, in which the cock at this time of the year was fplendidly attired ; but

differed much from that bird by its long tail, M'hich was much longer than its body.
In winter the cock is grey, as the hen, who has not a long tail, is all the year round.

It was curious to fee this bird fly, with its long dependent tail that feemed to weigh it

down, infomuch that it could never fly fliraight forward, but always zigzag up and
down. In windy weather its flight was much impeded by the length of its tail, fo that

it could not direct its courfe at will, but was frequently thrown out of its diredion.

Its flow flight (the heaviefl; I ever faw in the bird kind) made it eafy to flioot ; and
when it rained, as well as in windy weather, one might almofl: catch it with one's

hands.

The Hottentots that live hereabouts, and even thofe that are in the fervice of the

Europeans, intermarry without any ceremony or regularity. A woman too, here, has
fometimes a hufband and a fubfliitute. If a married Hottentot at any time goes on a

journey, his wife may in his abfence marry another, a circumfl:ance that happened to

my driver, who, on his return home, with all that he had earned in his expedition,

found himfelf a widower. '

Laft: year I had feen at different places, that the Hottentots who have no horfes, made
ufe of draught oxen for riding and carrying burdens ; and I now had an opportunity to

learn how thefe oxen were broke in. An ox that is defigned for riding niufl; be accui-

tomed to bear its rider a few weeks after it is calved, for which purpofe firfl: a Ikin is

tied over its back, with which it is turned into the field along Mith the cow. After-

wards little Hottentot boys are fet upon its back, and when the animal is thus broke in

a little, another calf, quite a novice, is tied fafl: to its fide, in order to tame it the better.

This calf-riding, which was always done galloping, was entertaining enough, and the
fport generally ended in the calf throwing its rider.

A fmall grey fpecies of grafshopper {mantis faujla) was found both here and at

other places, which has obtained the name of the Hottentots god, and is fuppofed to be
worfliipped by them. I could not perceive any reafon for this fuppofition, but it cer-

tainly was held in fome degree of efteem ; fo that they did not willingly hurt it, and
deemed that perfon or creature fortunate on which it fettled, though without paying it

any fort of adoration.

VOL. XVI. o As
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As water-turtle are found here, I caught one for the fake of the blood, with a view

of trying its virtues againft the poifon of ferpents, as likewife to keep by me for occa-

fional ufe. A very fmall quantity of blood was procured from a turtle that was not

larger than the palm of one's hand. After the head was cut off, and the blood had
run out, the ferum was feparated, and the red part that fwam at top, was dried upon
paper, when it fcaled off and turned black.

As the fpecies of palm called the bread-tree (zamia Caffrd) was found in thefe parts,

we looked for the fruit, which is very fcarce, and gathered the feeds. Certain trees

produce only male flovrcrs, in a large cone without feeds, and other trees again yield a

fimilar cone, as large as a man's head, uith genuine feeds. To the under part of the

fcales of the male cone are fixed an infinite number of antherae, which burft, and con-

tain a white toughifh pollen. On the female cone, feeds, as large as Jordan almonds

with the (hells on, are contained between the fcales, furrounded with a reddifli pulp,

which is good to eat. The fruit fprang out of the very top of the palm, frequently

before there was time for the ftem to be formed above the furface of the earth. The
feed was fuppofed to come up befl after being planted out, if it was covered with ftraw,

which was to be fet on fire, and burnt down clofc to the ground ; cr if the feed was
previoufly fteeped in warm water.

In the whole of the extenfive traft of country which we had traverfed, from Roode
Zand to Camtous Rivier, populous as it now is, not a church is to be found. The
farmers indeed had requefted to have one, and, although all the reft of the clergy, as

well in the town as in the country, are paid by the Company, had offered to pay the

clergyman themfelves, provided the church were erefted in the middle of the colony,

a place moft convenient for them all
;

propofals likewife had been given in for this pur-

pofe, and even permiffion afked for them to build one at their own expence near Kaf-

ferkuyls Rivier, by which place moft of them muft pafs in their journey to the Cape

:

but this well-meant and pious undertaking had been now for feveral years without fuc-

cefs, owing to the oppofition of the landroft ^nd a few of his neighbours, who wiflied

to have the new chuch built near his refidencc of Zwellendam, although it lies at one
end of an extenfive colony.

Our landlord was an elderly man, and born in Europe: he was one of the keeneft

fportsmen in the country, and had made long journeys at various times into the interior

part of the coaft of Caffraria, in order to flioot elephants, by the fale of whofe teeth he
had acquired a tolerable fortune, and had finally fixed his abode here in a pleafant

and advantageous fpot. He related to me upon his honour feveral circumftances to

which he had been an eye-witnefs, and which a traveller is fo very feldom fortunate

enough to have an opportunity of feeing himfelf. Once, for inftance, when he was out

a hunting, having obferved a fea-cow {Jnppopotamus amphlbiiis) that had gone a little

way up n-om a neighbouring river, in order to calve ; he, with his fuite, lay ftill and
concealed in the bufties, till the calf made its appearance, when one of them fired, and
ihot the mother dead on the fpot ; the Hottentots, who imagined that after this they

could catch the calf alive, immediately ran out of their hiding-place to lay hold of it>

but, though there were feveral of them, the new-born calf, which was ftill wet and flip-

pery, got away from them, and made the beft of its way to the river, without having

previoufly received any inftruftions from its mother, either relative to the way it fliould

take, or to this moft natural means of faving itfelf. He alfo told me that the female

elephant always kneels in the aft of copulation, and that therefore the male can never

line her, excepting when ftie is hot. Concerning lions, the mode of hunting them,
their nature and manners, he knew much from his experience \ and I took the more

1
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pains to procure information relative to thefe matters, as I now had defigned to wander
for a long time through a country where the (ky would be my only canopy, and an

open plain, inhabited by wild beafls, my lodging ; and as at the fame time I was very

fenfible that it was of no little fervice to a traveller to be acquainted with the nature and

difpofition of the wild beads, which he is carefully to avoid.

A lion may lie in a bulh without moving when a man is pafling by, fo that the man
feems only to take no notice of it. It may likewife perhaps Hart up, without doing any
harm, if the man do but ftand ftill, and not take to his legs. A hungry lion, however,

is much more dangerous, and lefs merciful
;

yet it is not fond of attacking a man, at

lead it is very nice in the choice of its prey, fo that it prefers a dog to an ox, and had
much rather eat a Hottentot than a chriflian, perhaps becaufe the Hottentot, being be-

fmcared, always flinks, and becaufe, as he never ufes fait or fpices, the juices of his

body are not fo acrid. It likewife rather attacks a Hottentot or flave than buffalo-beef

that is hanging up ; thus it happened to our landlord one night, that the lion pafTed

through the bulhes where beef of this kind was hung up in order to feize a lleeping

Hottentot. In a wood, to climb up into a tree is a fure way of avoiding the lion, but

not the tiger, which frequently, when warmly purfued by the hounds, runs up into a

tree, and finds a fafe afylum there. On meeting a lion, one ought never to run away,

but ftand flill, pluck up courage, and look it ftern in the face. If a lion lies flill with-

out wagging its tail, there Is no danger, but if It makes any motion with Its tail, then it

is hungry, and you are In great danger. If you are fo fituated that there is a pit be-

tween the lion and yourfelf, you may then fire om it, as it will not venture acrofs the

pit, neither will It purfue any one *p an height.

In proportion as the farmers have cleared the land, and laid out farms in the interior

parts of the country, the Hon and other fierce animals have neceflarily been put to flight

and deftroyed. This our hofl knew not long fince by woeful experience^ but novr

lived in fomc degree of fccurity with refpe£l: to his flocks and herds. The lion Is pof-

feffed of fuch Immenfe ftrcngth, that he will not only attack an ox of the largeft fize,

but will very nimbly throw It over Its flioulders, and leap over a fence four feet high

with It, although at the fame time the ox's legs hang dangling on the ground. No
animal is eafier to extirpate than the lion, notwithftandlng its great ftrength, agility, and
fagaclty. After having difcovered by the track, how many lions there are in the troop,

the fame number of mufquets are placed on the fpot whither it Is fuppofed that the Hon
will come ; after this a piece of carrion Is tied to a fl;rong cord, which is faftened to the

trigger of one of thefe guns ; the inftiant that the Hon touches the carrion, the gun goes

off, which Is fo placed as to fhoot the beaft through the head. The other lions that

are prefent are fo far from being feared away by the report, that it may happen that one
of them fliall go towards the fmoke, and fix Its claws into the difcharged gun, and all

the reft, one after the other, fall before the other guns, Infomuch that fometimes the

whole troop is deftroyed in one night. But fhould a Hon chance to be only wounded,
and not killed on one of thefe occafions, he will never more approach a fpring-gun, and
the Hon thus wounded will attack a man without being impelled to It by hunger.

The hoof-diftcmpcr began now, as the heat of the fummer Increafed, to appear

amongft the horned cattle, and fome of my I'Lnglifli fellow-travellers' team were affe«5t-

ed with it, Infomuch that he was obliged to exchange them for others that appeared

to be healthier.

My oxen had no other complaint than hunger, and they were fo emaciated and
worn out, that It would fcem as if no diftemper could lay hold on their lean ribs and

iinall rtianks. In the mean time, after our cattle were ren;ed, we fet out to continue

o 7. OUf
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our route as far as the mountains called the Snow Mountains. And as the country

through which we were to pafs afterwards was either inhabited by Hottentots only, or

quite uninhabited, we refolved to take with us fome Hottentots as interpreters, guides,

and guards, and at the fame time to lay in a fmall flock of provifion.

Our worthy hoftefs, therefore, put up for us a parcel of wheat-bifcuits, a few loaves

of wheaten bread, and a fmall tub of butter, and likewife killed a large fheep, which

was falted, and fewed up in its own Ikin.

The Hottentot language is not every where the fame, but has very different dialefts

;

all of them, however, are commonly pronounced with a kind of fniack, or clacking

of tile organs of fpeech. This clacking I obferved to be made in three differtnt ways,

which renders it almoft impofTible for the Europeans to fpeak it properly, although

their children, who have been brought up among thofe of the Hottentots, learn to

fpeak it fluently. The firfl of thefe modes of clacking is the dental^ in which the tip

of the tongue is flruck againfl the teeth. The fecond is the palatial, when the noife

is made by the tongue flriking againfl the palate. The third, or guttural, is the mofl

difficult of all, and performed quite low down in the throat, with the very root of

the tongue. Thefe clackings are the more difficult to perform, as they mull be made
at the very inflant of uttering the word, and not before nor after. They occur not

only in the beginning, but likewife in the middle of a word ; and fometimes two clack-

ings occur in a word of two or three fyllables. When feveral Hottentots fit converf-

ing together, the found is very like the clacking of fo many geefe. That the pronun-

ciation of the language is troublefome to them, was very evident to me, from the

gefticulations they made, and from the circumflance that they wearied their lips. They
could talk, however, with a tobacco-pipe in their mouths, but in very fhort fentences

only. The language of the Caffres I obferved was much eafier, and was fpoken with

much lefs clacking, which was heard in fome few words only.

So that the inhabitants of this fouthernmofl promontory of Africa have a regular

language ; but, in other refpefts, are fo rude and uncultivated as to have no letters,

nor any method of writing or delineating them, either on paper, in wood, or on flone.

It is in vain, therefore, to feek for any kind of learning, or any antique records,

among them ; and few nations in the world, perhaps, are lefs enlightened than they.

Thus too the Hottentots could not name in their language feveral things in ufe

among the colonifls, fuch as bafon, the bow of a yoke for draught oxen, a kettle, to-

bacco, &c.

As I was fometimes, for feveral weeks together, among the Hottentots, out of the

bounds of the colony, I was obliged to learn fomething of their language ; and, the

better to recoiled what I had learned, I formed a fmall vocabulary, and, with three

different marks, diflinguiflied the three ufual clackings ; of which the dental is marked
with the letter a, the palatial with a, and the guttural with a.

Kolbe has a long lift of words in the Hottentot language ; and Profeffor Sparrman

has even given us feveral dialcdls of it : and, as fome part of what I have taken down
differs from theirs, I have here annexed it, ifor the ufe of thofe that are curious on the

fubjed of languages.
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Turn about, drive 7
Karra

A Hottentot drefs Namkva
back 5 Euphorbia viminalis Kuijop

The children, which among the Hottentots are numerous, at firfl: wear rings about

their legs made of rufhes, inftead of thofe that are formed of hides, till they become
accuftomed to them. In like manner I obferved, that the CafFre boys at firfl exercifed

themfelves in throwing a pointed (lick, till in procefs of time they were able to manage

the javelin.

The Hottentots are much inclined to believe in witchcraft, and when any one falls

fick, or dies, they confider him as bewitched.

The Hottentots univerfally wore a bag juft before the parts of fliame, which was

made of the grey part of the back of the Cape fox, and was faftened round the body

with a thong. The CafFres wore a bag fimilar indeed to this, but made of another kind

of (kin, and at the fame time fo fmall that it fometimes did not cover more than the

forefkin.

At the entertainments which the Hottentots made, and particularly thofe made to

divert us, I had an opportunity of feeing their card-playing, and a kind of an inftrument

called Kora. It refembles at firfl: fight a fiddle-ftick, and was made of a wooden ftick,

over which was extended a fl:ring. At the end of this was fafliened the tip of a quill,

and upon this they played with their lips, blowing as if it were a wind inftrument, fo

as to make it produce a jarring found. What they call card-playing, was a particular

fport, in playing at which they talked, fnapped their fingers, and laughed.

Having laid in a ftock of provifioas for our journey, and put our fire-arms in good
order, on the 9th of December, we rook the road to Cabeljaus Rivier, where the laft

farm now laid out was looked after by a fervant, and belonged to Van Rhenen, a rich

burgher at the Cape.

On the I oth we crofled Camtous Rivier, which at this time forrrfed the boundaries

of the colony, and which was not fuffered to extend farther. This was ftriftly prohi-

bited in order that the colonifts might not be induced to wage war with the courageous

and intrepid CafFres, or the Company fuffer any damage by that means. The country

hereabouts was fine, and abounded in grafs.

Proceeding farther we came to Looris Rivier, where the country began to be hilly

and mountainous, like that of Houtniquas, with fine woods both in the clefts of th emoun-
tains, and near the rivulets ; here and there we faw large pits that had been dug, for

the purpofe of capturing elephants and buffaloes. In the middle of the pit ftood a pole,

which was very fharp at the top, and on which the animal is impaled alive, if it fhould

chance to fall into the pit.

The Hottentot captain that refided in this neighbourhood, immediately on our arrival,

paid us a vifit in the evening, and encamped with part of his people not far from us.

He was diftinguifhed from the reft by a cloak, made of a tiger's fkin, and a ftaff that

he carried in his hand.

On the I ith we paffed Galgebofch in our way to Van Stade's Rivier, where we
lighted our fires, and took up our night's lodging. The Gonaquas Hottentots that

lived here, and were intermixed with CafFres, vifited us in large bodies, and met with

a hearty reception, and what pleafed them moft, fome good Dutch tobacco. Several

of them wore the fkins of tigers, which they had themfelves killed, and by this gallant

aftion were entitled to wear them as trophies. Many carried in their hands a fox's tail,

tied to a ftick, with which they wiped oflf the fweat from their brows. As thefe peo-

ple had a tolerable ftock of cattle, we got milk from them in plenty, milked into baftets

which
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which were perfedly water-tight, but for the nioft part fo dirty that we were obliged

to ftrait? the milk through a linen cloth.

On the 1 2 th in the morning, we pafled Van Stade's Rivier, and arrived at two large

villages confifting of a great many round huts, difpofed in a circular form. The peo-

ple crowded forward in fhoals to our waggon, and our tobacco feemed to have the fame
effeft on them as the magnet has on iron. The number of grown perfons appeared

to me to amount to at leaft two or three hundred. When the greatefl part of them had
received a little tobacco, they retired well pleafed, to a diflance in the plain, or elfe

returned home. The major part of them were dreffed in calf-fkins, and not in fheep-

fkins, like the Hottentots.

We had brought with us feveral things from town, with which we endeavoured either

to gain their friendfhip, or reward their fervices, fuch as fmall knives, tinder-boxes,

and fmall looking-glafles. To the chief of them we prefented fome looking-glafles, and
were highly diverted at feeing the many pranks thefe fimple people played with them :

one or more looking at themfelves in the glafs at the fame time, and then flaring at

each other, and laughing ready to burfl their fides ; but the mofl ridiculous part of the

farce was, that tiiey even looked at the back of the glafs, to fee whether the fame
figure prefented itfelf as they faw in the glafs.

Thefe people, who were well made, and of a fprightly and undaunted appearance,

adorned themfelves with bruflies made of the tails of animals, which they wore in their

hair, on their legs, and round their waifl. Some had thongs cut out of hides, and
others firings of glafs-beads, bound feveral times round their bodies. But upon no part

of their drefs did they fet a greater value than upon fmall and bright metal plates of

copper or brafs, either round, oblong or fquare. Thefe they fcowered with great care,

and hung them with a firing, either in their hair, on their foreheads, on their breafls,

at the back of their neck, or before their pofleriors ; and fometimcs, if they had many
of them, all round their heads. My Englifh fellow-traveller had brought with him
one of thofe medallions flruck in copper, and gilt, that had been fent by the two Eng-
lifh fliips, which were at this time failing towards the fouth pole, to be diflributed

amongfl the different nations in that quarter of the globe. This medal was given to one

of the Cafi'res who was very familiar with us, and who was fo well pleafed with it, that

he accompanied us on the whole of our journey and back again, with his medal hang-

ing down glittering jufl before the middle of his forehead.

Some of thefe people had hanging before their breafls a conic purfo made of the

imdrefled fkin of an animal, which was faffened about the neck by four leathern thongs,

and ferved them for a tobacco pouch. Some of them wore about their necks a necklace

made of fmall fhells, called ferpent's fkulls (^cyprtea juoncta), ftrung upon a firing, and
to this hung a tortoife-fhell, for keeping the Bukku ointment in. Mofl of them were
armed with as many javelins as they could well hold in one hand.

The huts were covered over with mats made of rufhes, which, with their milk-baf-

kets, were fo clofe that no water could penetrate them.

The range of mountains which during our whole journey we had hitherto had to the

left, now came to a termination ; and, to the right of us, was feen the fea. A larger

range of mountains, however, proceeded farther into the country to the left.

The country hereabouts was full of wild beafls of every kind, and therefore very

dangerous to travel through. We were more particularly anxious concerning our cat-

tle, which might eafily be feared away by the lions, and lofl to us for ever.

We were likewife too few in number, and not fufliciently armed, to protect ourfelves

againfl the inhabitants, whofe language our Hottentots now no longer perfedly under-

flood.
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flood. We therefore came to a refolution to entice from this village another troop of

Hottentots to go along with us, which we accordingly did, by promifing them a reward

of tobacco and other trifles that they were fond of, as alfo to kill for them a quantity

of buffaloes fufiicient for their fupport. This promife procured us a great many more

than we wanted, and our troop confifted now of above an hundred men.

The 13th. The country in which we now were, was called Krakakamma, and

abounded with grafs and wood, as well as wild beafts of every kind, which were here

{till fecure in fome meafure from the attacks of the colonifts ; thefe were chiefly buffa-

loes, elephants, two-horned rhinocerofes, fliriped horfes and affes, (Zebra, Quagga)

and feveral kinds of goats, particularly large herds of Hartebeefls {cupra dorcas).

We travelled firfl: to Krakakamma Valley, and afterwards from hence farther down-

wards to the fea-fliore, where there was a great quantity of underwood, as well as wood

of a larger growth, filled with numerous herds of buffaloes, that grazed in the adjacent

plains.

In the afternoon, when the heat of the day abated, we went out with a few of our

Hottentots a hunting, in hopes of killing fomething wherewith to fatisfy the craving fto-

machs of our numerous retinue. After we had got a little way into the wood, we fpied

an extremely large herd of wild buffaloes {bos coffer)^ which being in the act of graz-

ing, held dovra their heads, and did not obferve us till we came wiihiu three hundred

paces of them. At this infliant the whole herd, which appeared to confift of about five

or fix hundred large beafts, lifted up their heads, and viewed us with attention. So

large an aflemblage of animals, each of which taken fingly is an extremely terrible

object, would have made any one fliudder at the fight, even one who had not, like me,

the year before, had occafion to fee their aftonifhing ftrength, and experience the rough

manner in which they treat their opponents. Nevertheleis as we were now apprized

of the nature of the animals, and their not readily attacking any one in the open plains,

we did not dread either their ftrength or number, but, not to frighten them, ftood ftill

a little while, till they again ftooped down to feed ; when with quick fteps, we
approached within forty paces of them. We were three Europeans, and as many
Hottentots trained to fliooting, who carried mufquets, and the reft of the Hottentots were

armed with their javelins. The whole herd now began to look up again, and faced us

with a brifk and undaunted air ; we then judged it was time to fire, and all at once let

fly among them. No fooner had we fired, than the whole troop, intrepid as it other-

wife was, furprifed by the flafh and report, turned about and made for the woods, and

left us a fpeftacle not to be equalled in its kind. The wounded buffaloes feparated

from the reft of the herd, and either could not keep up with it, or elfe took another

road.

Among thefe was an old bull buffalo, which came clofe to the fide where we ftood,

and obliged us to take to our heels, and fly before him. It is true, it is impoffible for

a man, how fa ft foever he may run, to outrun thefe animals; nevertheless we were

fo far iuftrufted for our prefervation, as to know that a man may efcape tolerably well

from them, as long as he is in an open and level plain ; as the buffalo, which has very

fmall eyes in proportion to the fize of its head, does not fee much fideways, but only

ftraight forward. When therefore it is come pretty near, a man has nothing more to

do than to throw himfelf down on one fide. The b'lffalo, which always gallops ftraight

forward, does not obferve the man that lies on the ground, neither does it mifs its

enemy, till he has had time enough to run out of the way. Our wounded bull came

pretty near us, but paffed on one fide, making the beft of his way to a copfe, which,

however, he did not quite reach before he fell. In the mean time, the reft of our
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Hottentots had followed a cow that was mortally wounded, and with their javelins

killed a calf. We, for our parts, immediately went up to the fallen bull, and found
that the ball had entered his chell, iind penetrated through the greateft part of his

body, notwithftanding which he had run at full fpeed feveral hundred paces before he
fell. He was far from being young, of a dark grey colour, and alinoft without any
hairs, which, on the younger fort, are black. The body of this animal was extremely
thick, but his legs, on the other hand, fliort. When he lay on the ground, his body
was fo thick, that I could not get on him without taking a "running jump. When our
drivers had flayed him, at leafl: in part, we chofe out the mofl flefhy pieces, and pickled

fome, and at the fame time made an excellent repaft on the fpot. Although I had
taken it into my head that the flefii of an old bull like this would have been both
coarfe and tough, yet, to my great aftonjfhment, I found that it was tender, and tailed

like all other game. The remainder of the bull, together with the cow and the calf,

was given to the Hottentots for their fhare, who were not at all behind hand, but
immediately made a large fire on the fpot, and boiled the pieces they had cut oif with-

out delay. What they preferred, and firfl of all laid on the fire, were the mairow-
bones, of which, when broiled, they eat the marrow with great eagernefs. The guts,

meit, and oft'als, they hung up on the branches of trees ; fo that, in a fhort time, the

place looked like a flaughter-houfe , about which the Hottentots encamped, in order to

broil their viftuals, eat, and fleep.

On the approach of night, my fellow-travellers and I thought it befl to repair to

our waggons, and give orders for malcing our cattle faft, before it grew quite dark.

In our way we paflfed within a few hundred paces of five lions, which, on feeing us,

walked oft into the woods.

Having tied our beafls to the wheels of our waggons, fired our pieces off" two or
three times in the air, and kindled feveral fires round about our encampment, all very
neceffary precautions for our fccurity, as well with refpedl to the elephants as more
particularly to the lions, we lay down to reft, each of us with a loaded mufquet by his

fide, committing ourfelvcs to the care of God's gracious providence. The like pre-

cautions we always obferved in future, when obliged to encamp in fuch places where
man indeed feemed to rule by day, but ^vild beads bore the fway at night. Thefe free

denizens of the earth, for the mofl part, lie quiet and flill, in the fliade of woods and
copfes, during the day, their time for feeding being in the cool of the evening and at

night, at which time lions and other beafls of prey come out to feek their food, and
devour the more innocent and defencelefs animals. A lion cannot by dint of llrength,

indeed, feize a buflalo, but alv\ays has recourfe to art, and lies in wait under fome
bufh, and principally near rivulets, where the buffalo comes to drink. He then fprings

upon his back with the greateft agility, with his tremendous teeth biting the buffalo

in the nape of his neck, and wounding him in the fides with his claws, till, quite
wearied out, he finks to the ground and dies.

On the 15th, in the morning, I went out to fee whether the trees of the woods, of
which this part of the country confifled, had yet any blofl'onis upon them ; but found
that the fummer was not far enough advanced, and that the trees were/o clofe to each
other, and fo full of prickles, that without cutting my way through them, I could not
advance far into the wood, which, befides, was extremely dangerous, on account of
the wild beafls. Here, and in other places, where it was woody, we obferved near
the watering-places, the frefh trafts of bufl'aloes, as alfo the trails and dung of ele-

phants, two-horned rhinocerofes, and other animals.
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In the plains there were flriped horfes and afl'es {equus zebra and quagga),\i arte-

beefls {capra dorcas), Koedoes {capraJlrepficcros)^ &c.

We therefore got ready and fet out for Zwartkop's Rivier, and the Sah Pan, not far

diftant from it, where we baited during the heat of the day. Near this Sah Pan, as

it is called, we had the finefl: view in the world, which delighted us the more as it was

very uncommon. This Salt Pan was now, to ufe the expreffion, in its befl attire, and

made a moil beautiful appearance. It formed a valley of about three-quarters of a

mile in diameter, and floping off by degrees, fo that the water in the middle was

fcarcely four feet deep. A few yards from the water's edge this valley was encircled

by a mound, feveral fathoms high, which was overgrown with brufli-wood. It was

rather of an oval form, and took me up a good half hour to walk round it. The
foil nearefl: the valley was fandy ; but, higher up, it appeared to confift, in many places,

of a pale flate. The whole Salt Pan, the water of which was not deep, at the fame

time that the bottom was covered with a fmooth and level bed of fait, at this junfture,

being the middle of fummer and in a hot climate, exaftly refembled a frozen lake

covered with ice, as clear and tranfparent as cryftal. The water had a pure faline tafte

without any thing bitter in it. In the heat of the day, as fafl as the water evaporated,

a fine fait cryflallizing on the furface firft appeared there in the form of glittering

fcales, and afterwards fettled at the bottom. It was frequently driven on one fide by

the wind ; and, if colleded at that time, proved to be a very fine and pure fait. The
Salt Pan had begun to grow dry towards the north-eaft end, but to the ibuth-weftward,

to which it inclined, it was fuller ; to the weftward, it ran out into a long neck.

It appeared to us fomewhat ftrange, to find, fo far from the fea, and at a confiderable

height above it, fuch a large and faturated pool of falt-water. But the water which

depofits this fait, docs not come at all from the fea, but folely from the rains which

fall in fpring, and totally evaporate in fummer. The whole of the foil of this country

is entirely fait. The rain-water which diflblves this, runs down from the adjacent

heights, and is coUeded in this bafon, where it remains and gradually evaporates ; and

the longer it is evaporating the falter it is.

The colonics who live in Lange Kloof, and in the whole country extending from

thence towards this fide, as alfo in Kamdebo, Kankou, and other places, are obliged

to fetch their fait from this fpot.

It was faid, that not far from this were two more falt-pans, which however yielded no

fait fill they were quite dry.

Several infetts we found drowned in the fait water, fome of which were fuch as I could

not meet with on the bulhes alive, during the few hours that I (laid here and walked

about the copfes, which my curiofity induced me to do, although it was a very danger-

ous I'pot, on account of the lions.

Our Hottentots, of whom we had now but a few in our fuite, and whom we had left

to take care of our oxen that were turned out to grafs, we found fall afleep, overcome

by the heat of the day. Towards evening, we drove a little farther on, and arrived at

Kuka, where the brook was already a mere flagnant puddle, and had only a brackifh

water in it ; neverthelefs we took up our night's lodging here.

We w ere furpriled to find here a poor farmer, who had encamped in this place, with

his wife and children, by ftealth, in order to feed and augment his fmall herd. And
indeed thefe poor people were no lefs aftoniflied, not to fay terrified, at our arrival, in

tic idea that we either had or might inform the government againll them for refiding out

of the appointed boundaries. The farmer had only a fmall hut made of branches of

trees for his family, and another adjacent to it, by way of kitchen. AVe vifited them
12 in
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in their little manfion, and, at our requeft, were entertaine<l by them with milk. But
we had not been long feated before the whole bafon of milk was covered with a fwarm
of flies, fo as to be quite black with them ; and the hut was fo infefled with flies, that

we could not open our mouths to fpeak. Within fo fmall a fpace I never beheld, before

nor fmce, fuch an amazing number of thefe infefts.

We therefore hallened to our carts ; and having kindled our fires, and pitched our

camp at a little diflance from the hut, liftened the whole night to the howling of wolves,

and the dreadful roaring of lions.

On the morning following, being the 16th of December, we proceeded to Great
Sunday River, the banks of which were very lleep, and the adjacent fields arid and
meagre.

The major part of our ample retinue of Hottentots had now left us, after having got,

in the courfe of the journey, venifon enough to feafl; on, and as we were approaching

nearer and nearer to a country which would foon be changed to a perfeft defart, where
no game nor venifon was to be hoped for ; and where it was expected that want of water

would be in the higheft degree experienced. And, indeed, we now not only found
ourfelves almofl alone, but the oxen belonging to my Englifli fellow-traveller were fo

afflifted with the hoof-diftcmper, that feveral of them were lame, and fome of them were
hardly fit to be put any longer to the waggon.

In confequence of this we held a council with the drivers ; and, after mature delibera-

tion, refolved, though fore againfl: our wills, to turn back, not finding it prafticable to

proceed, with emaciated and fick cattle like ours, through a barren and defert country,

to the Dutch fettlements near the Snow Mountains and in Camdebo.
We did not, however, negledt previoufly to enquire of the Gonoquas Hottentots con-

cerning the nature of the country, the watering-places for cattle, the wild beafl:s there,

&c. and found that the plain was already very much dried up, and that long and forced

marches (to ufe the exprefllon) mufl have been made between the few brackifli watering-

places that were to be met with in the way.

It is however not always eafy to get the truth out of the Hottentots. One mufl:

never attack them with queflions to the point, when one wiflies to know the truth of any
thing ; but it mufl: be fiflied out of them by degrees, and, as it were, difcourfing upon
other fubjects. The Hottentots are alfo extremely referved, and wifli before-hand to

know whether their vifitors are good or bad people. Befides, as the Hottentots had
now left us, we were deprived of the interpreters we fliould want, fliould we chance in

our road to fall in with the Caffres or other nations. The Caflres, it is true, are not bad
in themfelves ; but, as they are in great want of iron, they are fometimes fo greedy after

it, as to make no confcience of murdering a Chriftian for the fake of getting the iron

from oft" the wheels of his waggon, which they forge and grind to make heads for their

javelins. Thefe Caffres a few years before had murdered Heupnaer and fome of his

company, who, in order to barter for elephants' teeth, had travelled into the country of

the Caff"res and Tambukki.
The Snow Mountains (Sneeuwberg), whither we had intended to diieO. our courfe. Is

a traft of land which lies very high, and, as it were, on a mountain, with other elevated

trafts lying near it. It has acquired its name from the cold which prevails there, arui

the fnow that falls upon it. Sometimes the inovv lies there from one year to the other

;

and then the coloniits are obliged to remove from thence to the Lower- lands, as it is

called. To the eafiward of the Snow Mountains, and farther to the northward, above
the country of the CaftVes, lies that of the Tambukki ; and to this joins a people that

are whiter than the Hottentots, with curling hair, and are called Little Chinefe.

P 2 Tht
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The Calfres, whofe country properly begins near the Great Fifh River (Groote Vifch

Rivier), raife a kind of peafe and beans, and a fpecies of" bolcus, and at the fame time,

are in pofleflion of large herds of cattle.

As foon as the afternoon began to feel cool, and we had in fome degree invefligated

the plants which were to be found here, near Kukakamma, we fet out on our journey

homeward, not by the fame way by which wo had come, but by the upper road to Van
Stade's Rivier, and from thence to Zeeko Rivier, where we arrived fafe on the 20th of

December.
,

In the environs of Van Stade's River were the finefl woods I had feen in the whole

country. Few of the trees, however, were as yet in bloom. The Affagay-tree {curtifta

faginea), of which the Hottentots and Caffres make the Ihafts of their javelins, grew

here in abundance, and began now to develope its diminutive bloflbms. A great num-
ber of butterflies {pupUmies), that are otherwife fo very fcarce in 'this part of Africa,

flew round about the tops of the trees, without our being able to reach them.

On one fide of our road I obferved a heap of boughs of trees, on which mofl; of the

Hottentots threw a few twigs as they pafl"ed, and, on enquiring the reafon, was told that

it was the grave of a dead Hottentot.

On our return, we paffed a few days before Chriflmas with our old friend Jacob Kok,
where we found fufficient employment in drying and getting in order the thick-leaved

and fucculent plants which we had gathered in our lad expedition up the country, and

where our oxen in fome meafure recruited their ftrength and fiefli. The Calviniits do

not keep Chriftmas, but every one goes about his bufmefs as ufual : but New-year's

day is thus far kept as a holiday, that on this day neighbours vifit each other.

A fmall vineyard was planted here, as hkevvifo at a few more farms near Kromme
Rivier ; but the grapes did not ripen very well, on which account the wine was rather

four, and fometimes fo four that it could not be drank, but was only ufed for didilling

brandy, from a procefs which, by fome farmers, was carried on with profit.

In the Chriflimas holidays, we proceeded on our journey up towards Kromme Rivier,

and Lange Kloof, where, oppofite to Thomas Frere's farm, is a waggon-road acrofs

the mountains to Siifikamma.

Inltead of wheel-barrows, for which timber was wanting, the hufbandman ufed calf

and fliecp-ikins made into bags, in which they carried their manure to their gardens.

On the zSth, we arrived at Hannes Olofson's farm, and from thence, turning to

the right, rode over the mountains to Anders Olofson's, near Riet-valiey, in Came-
nalFu; Land, a tract of country that lay before the mountains, was narrow, and exhi-

bited feveral fcattered mountains and eminences. It feemed to be as high as Lange
Kloof, and the foil was dry and poor.

The Hottentots called by the name of Nenta, a plant {zygophyllum hcrbaccum repens),

which was faid to be poifonous to flieep, as alfo another, a ftirub of the fame genus

(zygophylhimftjfiiifolium').

On ihe 29th, we rode f/om this fpot to Peter Jordan's eftate, fituated near Olyfant's

warm bath, and the river called (the Eaftcrn) Elephant's River.

The broad trail over which we travelled, was Carrow-field all over, exhibiting a

few buflies, no grafs, and very little water.

Kon was a name given by the Hottentots to a fhrub that grew here (jmefembryanthe-

mum emarcidum'), and w;is famous all over the country. The Hottentots come far and
near to fetch this Ihrub with the root, leaves, and all, which they beat together, and
afterwards twill them up like pig-tail tobacco ; after which they let the mafs ferment,

and keep it by 'them for chewing, efpecially when they are thirfty. If it be chewed
immediately
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immediately after the fermentation, it intoxicates. The word Kon is faid to fignify a

quid ; the colonics call it Canna-root. It is found in the driefl fields only, and is ga-

thered chiefly by the Hottentots, who live near this fpot. Thefc afterwards hawk it

about, frequently to a great diltance, and exchange it for cattle and other commodities.

No Hottentot or CafiVe in the whole country has either money or any thing of a fimilar

nature to trade with ; but all their commerce conliits in bartering either with cattle or

other commodities.

On the 30th, we vifited the warm bath, which rifes at the foot of tlie large ridge of

mountains, and at a few fathoms diltance from it. The ftones at the foot of the moun-
tain formed a very black iron ore, fomewhat like the flag of iron, and the earth near

it was brownifh. The top ot tlie mountain contains a great deal of white quartz. The
water is very warm, but not boiling hot ; lb that one may fit in it at its fource. It has

indeed three fources ; the largefl: bubbles up to the eallward out of a great number of
fprings of different fizes, the cavity of it being above two yards acrofs, and it is this

that is moil ufed. The fecond lies a few fathoms to the left, and boils up out of one
fingle cavity. The third, and leaft, lies a few fathoms from the fecond. On the fur-

face of the water, was feen a thin and line blue pellicle, and on the twigs of trees and
itones that were near it, was precipitated a failVon-coloured ochre. It had an inky talte,

but hardly any fmell ; from an infulion of tea, the water became bluilh, and the pow-
der of bark made it blackifli, which fliewed that it contained iron. It was not fit for

drelTrng vicluals ; but, as it was faid, might be ufed for walhing, without llaining the

linen. The earth that lay near, and round about the veins of the fpring, was of a very

loofe texture, and a brownifli colour, and at the fame time contained a portion of fait,

and minute fhining particles of iron. Tlie cryltals of the fait were extremely minute
and fine, and were found not only in the loofe eartii, but alfo on pieces of wood tliat

lay in the earth. On feveral pieces of wood that lay in the water were found, befides

the ochre above mentioned, thin and brittle fcales, which glittered a little, and, by the

farmers, were thought to be filver, but feemed to be nothing more than fcales of iron.

When one fits in the bath, the circulation of the blood is greatly increafed, and one is

in danger of fwooning. The water, it is true, is chiefly ufed for bathing in ; ibme
people however drink it likewife. 1 he water never receives any increafe either from
rain or drought, though, as the farmers teftified, it does from thunder. The time for

ufmg the water, is a little before or at fun-rife, and late in the cool of the evening, as

the water is too hot during the heat of the day. 'I'he invalids fit direftly over the veins

ot the fpring, and more or lefs deep in them.
,

In order to have a view of the country on the other fide of the mountains, I climbed
up to their highefl; fummits, and faw, at no great diltance, a ridge of mountains, which
was lower than this that I ft:o()d on, and, between thefe, the country was as broad as

Lange Kloof, and confilled of hills and valleys. The traft of country that lay behind
the lower ridge was flat and poor Carrow-land, and fo long and broad, without any
mountains, that the eye could not reach its boundaries, 'rhere were no farms nor
houfes on this extenfive plain, over which the farmers travel from Camdebo acrofs

Hex Rivier, to the Cape. It was faid, however, that farther on, there were moun-
tains, which probably extend from Kogge-veld to the Sneeuwberg.

Here, therefore, were tlie lalt lidgcs of that tremendous mafs of mountains, which
extend from Houtiiiquas Land and fiartequas Kloof, and again to the northward from
Roode /ands and Kartous Clefts, directly acrofs the Carrow that lies on the other fide

ot the Bokke-veld. And, indeed, it is nut only along the foot of this range of moun-
tains that the colonifts have laid out their bell and principal farms, but they have alfo

got
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got between the ridges of the mountains, and fet themfelves down in all the interme-

diate valleys.

That immenfely dry Carrow-plain, which commences behind the laft-mentioned mafs

of mountains, and extends in length irom the north-weft to the fouth-eaft end of the

fouthernmoft point of Africa, and in breadth to Rogge-veld and the Snow Mountains,

for want of water, cannot be inhabited ; and fcarcely any animals refide there, except

for a fhort time, in or immediately after the rainy feafon, when a little falt-water is

found here and there in fome of the hollow places. Thofe colonifts, therefore, that

have farms on the other fide of this traft, either in Rogge-veld or the Snow Moun-

tains, are obliged to wait for that time for crofting fo defart a country, when they are

under the neceflity of pitching their camp near fuch a places where little water is to be

had, between which fpots, fometimes a journey of ten or twelve hours long, muft be

performed with all poflible fpeed in the night. It is therefore neceffary to know thefe

watering-places well ; becaufe, if one fliould meet with any Hottentots, they would not

readily inform one, even if they knew of any watering-place, but keep it fecret to them-

felves, in order to be able to hide themfelves, in cafe they ftiould at any time wifli to

run away. Grafs is hardly to be met with in this trad, fo that it is with difficulty

that a horfe can find fodder there, but the oxen put up both with brackifti water and

the fait leaves of the flirubs and buflies. In the day-time, when the fun ftiines out hot,

if one cafts one's eye over a fmooth and arid plain like this, the eye is affected by a

tremulous motion in the air, juft as though one were looking at a flame.

The Hottentots who traverfe thefe dry Carrow-fields, ufe feveral means, not only to

affuage their hunger, but more particularly to quench their thirft. Befides the above-

mentioned plant, called Kon or Gunna, they ufe two others, viz. one called Kameka
or Barup, which is faid to be a large and watery root ; and another called Ku, which is

likewife, according to report, a large and fucculent root.

The plants, as well herbs as buffies, ftand very thin in the Carrow-veld ; and, in

fuch a burning hot climate, where not a drop of rain falls for the fpace of eight months

at leaft, it is almoft inconceivable how they can thrive at all. Their ftems and branches,

likewife, have the appearance of being brittle and quite dried up ; but the leaves, on

the other hand, are very thick, and filled with a briny fluid, and remain green all the

year through. Thefe frefh and ever-verdant tops and leaves, however, may perhaps

receive from the air, which at night is cool, fome moifture for their prefervation and

nourifliment. The ground appears quite burned up, is of a yellowifli red colour, and

confifts of clay with ochres of iron and common fait.

1774.—On the I ft of January, direfting our courfe homewards, we arrived at Jan

van Stadc's farm, and afterwards paffmg an eftate belonging to one Gert van Royen,

and another belonging to a Van Fors, came to the villa which Gert van Royen occu-

pied himfelf.

We let our drivers and Hottentots go on with the carts through Hartequas Kloof,

with orders to wait for us at the Company's poft at Riet Valley ; and I, with my
Englifli fellow-traveller, determined to go on horfeback over the dry Carrow, which

lay to the right, and afterwards proceed through Platte Kloof But this expedition did

not end very fortunately ; for, as in this level plain, which is feldom vifitcd by tra-

vellers, there were no tracks to follow, we mifled our road, and the longer we tra-

velled, the farther we went aftray, fo that at laft we could not even find our way back

again. We rode on however, as fall as our horfes could go, and the fun began to go

down without our having perceived the leaft trace of a houfe or farm. At length tke

fun being fet, and no hopes left, we retired a little way back to a valley, where there

was
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was a fmall brook, with a few trees on its borders ; and, in this brook, there was flill

foine water.

Here we thought it advifeabie to take up our lodging for the night. Accordingly
we unfaddled our horfes, and lied them up, with the halter round one of their legs,

that they fhould not run away ; and then, by means of our guns, we made a large

fire of Canna-bufhes (Jhlfolu aphylla). After this we lay down near the fire, with the

faddles under our heads ; but could not get a wink of lleep, on account of an intoler-

able fenfation of cold, which, though not fo very intenfe in itfelf, yet, by reafon of
the burning heat we had endured in the day-time, was feverely felt by us, and forced

us to rife feveral times in the courfeof an hour, in order to mend the fire, and warm
ourfeives all over. Wc had derived this advantage from our guns, that we could al-

ways make a fire ; but we had no hopes ot finding any thing in this plain to Ihoot, bv
which we might fatisfy the cravings of our Ihomachs. I had therefore taken the pre-

caution to put into my fliooting-bag a few bifcuits and pieces of fugar-candy, which
were extremely welcome to us at this juncture. .

As foon as it was morning, we looked about us for our horfes, but found that they

were vanifhed, whicli did not a little add to our concern, fituated as we were in a
defart, where our fate was uncertain. After having fearched the valley all around, we
went up upon the heights, and behind thefe we at laft found our horfes, which with-

out doubt were upon the point of going farther, to look out for better fodder. Having
faddled them, we direded our courfe obliquely towards the mountains, where we ar-

rived towards evening, at the houfc of a farmer, who was fo poor as fcarcely to be
mafler of any thing more than the roof over his head.

Here we took up our night's lodging, and afterwards made our way to Hartequas
Kloof, where we met with our people and our carts.

Near Hartequas Kloof, a new range or ridge of mountains commences, which joins

the former, the cleft ferving as a band of connexion between them. So that the

Carrow-veld can be feen behind the firfl ridge, when one rides into the cleft through
the next range of mountains near Groote Paarde Kraal.

It is not long fince that this whole trad of land, from Hartequas Kloof down to

Camtous Rivier, which is now filled with fettlements, was firfl: peopled ; and twenty-

three years ago there was not a fingle farm, when, in the year 1750, Governor Tul-
bagh fent a caravan out to this coaft, with a view to gain certain intelligence with

refpe£t to the country and its inhabitants. I'ulbagh, who ftill lives in the grateful

hearts of the inhabitants of the Cape, was a governor, who confidered that he was
raifed to the elevated ftation he enjoyed under government, and appointed to be ruler

over an extenfive country, not merely to live in luxury, pamper his pride, and accu-

mulate riches, but to unite with the Company's lawful interclfs the happinefs of the

coloniils, and the advancement and welfare of the colony. This gentleman was alfo

anxious to have the country by degrees farther explored ; for which purpofe, in the

year 1750, he fitted out a caravan, confifling of one hundred and fifty foldiers from
the caltle, and two burghers, of which an officer of the name of Beutelaar was ap-

pointed the commander. With thefe were fent, at the Company's cxpence, eleven

waggons, a great number of draught-oxen, and of others for killing, and a confider-

able quantity of ammunition and provifion. The expedition was to be made into the

country of the Caflres, and afterwards up towards that of theTambukkis, and then back
again, through the Snow Mountains and Camdebo ; but, on account of the haughti-

nels and ftupidity of the commander, little was done in the biifinefs, for which realbn,

on his return home, he was fent away out of the country j a punifhment he richly

deferved.



112 tiiuneerg's account of the cape of good hope.

deferved. He was a ftridl and rigorous commander, and puniflied with feverity. He
likewife beat the drum all the way, infomuch that all the game that was to have been

fhot feared away, particularly by the two farmers who went in fuite ; and his people

at length grew extremely mutinous. When he encamped any were at night, the

waggons were all placed in a ring, within which the cattle and other animals were put,

and the tents alfo pitched. At laft, when he arrived at the country of the CafFres, he

gave the Callre captain, Paloo, a grenadier's cap, and another to his brother, which

is faid to have excited a war amongft the CafiVes. The only thing he did for the be-

nefit of the Company was, that in the harbour near Zwartkops river he fet up the

Company's arms, cut in ftone. This journey lafled eight months. At that time there

was not a fingle farm on the other fide of Hartequas Kloof ; but the roads were fo un-

known and unbeaten, that the waggons were often obliged to be dragged, by the

people lo whom they belonged, acrofs the moft difficult places.

Being come from Hartequas Kloof to Gouds Rivier, we (laid a day there in order to

reft our cattle, which befides were fo grievoufly afflifted with the hoof diftemper, that

my companion was obliged to leave one of his oxen behind here, which could get no

farther. Here too the weather was amazingly warm, warmer indeed than I have ever

felt, either before or fmce, infomuch that the farmers fhut both the doors and window-

fhutters, in order to keep the fun out, and their houfes cool. The birds could fcarcely

fly, and the air was almoft too hot to be breathed. The heat was without doubt

feveral degrees above loo by Fahrenheit's thermometer.

The following days, continuing our route, we arrived at Riet Valley, one of the

Company's pofts, where we remained a few days to reft ourfelves, and particularly for

the fake of paying another vifit to Groote Vader's Bofch (or Grandfather's Wood),
and feeing if the different kinds of trees there were come into bloffom, as we had

already got pretty far into January, and confequently the fummer was farther advanced

than it had been at any time before, when we had vifited this wood.

On the 14th of January accordingly, we went thither, but were not more fuccefsful

now than we had been before with refpedl to finding the trees in blofTom, much lefs

with fruit on them ; fome of them, however, were on the point of budding.

Here were, at this time, for the Company's account, two wood-men, who, after

felling the trees, dragged them to fuch fpots from whence they might be taken up and

put into waggons. The trees were chiefly got out of the wood by oxen, by means of

a cord faftened round the body of the tree ; as no vehicle of any kind could pofTibly

be ufed there.

As I had no hopes of ever vifiting this place again, I made a point now of collefting

and laying up to dry, branches with leaves of every fpecies of tree, and at the fame

time of becoming perfecSlly acquainted with the ufe they made in this country of each

fpecies.

The ufes of the different forts of trees that grew in and round about the wood, were

as follows

:

Black iron-wood (Zwarte Yzerhout, gardenia Rothmannia), is hard and ftrong : it is

ufed for axle-trees and the poles of waggons.

Yellow-wood (Geclhout, ilex crocea), is of a yellow colour, almoft like box, of a

clofe texture, and handfome. It is ufed for planks and beams in the conftruftion of

houfes, for tables, doors, cupboards, window-frames, and butter-churns.

CamafTie-w^ood (Camaflle-hout) is merely a fhrub, and confequently produces fmall

pieces only, which ferve for veneering, and to form borders on furniture, as likewife

for
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for making planes and other fine and delicate tools. This is one of the fineft and
heavieft kinds of wood.

The wood of the Red pear-tree (Roode Peer) is ufed for making the bodies, under

and upper axle-trees, and the lower parts of waggons.

The Bucku-tree (Bucku-hout, olea capenjis) is the beft wood for making wheels and
waggons.

The Red alder (Roode Elfe, cunonia capenjis) is likewife very proper for making
•wa^"jon-whee!3, the naves of wheels and chairs.

Ine Afh (ElTenhovt, Eflenboom, Houtniquas Effen, Ekcbergia capenf) is a large

tree, hard, and ot a clofe texture, and is ufed for making tools and iiuplenients of

various kinds.

Of the Siink-hout there are two forts, the white and the brown. The brown is

very beautiful, being of a dark colour with bright ftreaks and d.ifties, much like wal-

nut-tree. Of this are made clothes-preffes, defks, chairs, tables, and other coftly

kinds of furniture. When it is firfl cut down it ftinks, a circumftance from which it

has obtained its prefent name ; but, in procefs of time, when it has been expofed to

the open air, the difagreeable odour vanifties.

The wood of the Olive tree (Olyve-hout, olea Europxa) is very heavy, and of a brown
colour. I have often feen, at the farmers' houfes, chairs made of this wood, which
felt very heavy in the hand. This ftrong wood is alfo ufed in the conflruftion of
mills.

Wild Catjepiring {gardenia Thunbergia) is a hard and ftrong kind of wood, and on
this account ufed for clubs.

Witte Eflen (or white afh"* is ufed for planks, for waggon-racks, and for the boards
in waggons, for boards for ihoe-makers to cut leather on, and fometimes for cup-
boards.

Zwart-baft (royena villofa) is ufed for the bodies of waggons, and to make yokes for

draught-oxen.

Keur-hout (^fopbora capenjis) is ufed for wheels and the bodies of waggons.
The Almond tree (Amandel-hout) is ufed for heels of (hoes, and for (hoe-maker's lafts.

The Affagay tree (Affagayboom, curtiftafaglnea) is ufed for the poles of waggons,
and as (hafts for the Hottentots' javelins.

Dorn-hout (mimofa nilotica) is ufed for lock-(hoes, to put under waggon-wheels, as

likewife for the bows of yoke for draught -oxen, and for making charcoal.

The Waageboom (j>rotea grandijlora) for fuel and making charcoal.

The Kreupelboom {protea Jpeciofa). The bark is ufed by tanners, for drefling and
tanning leather.

The Leepelboom is made into fpoons and wooden bowls.

The largeft trees in the African woods, as well in this as in others, were the follow-

ing : the Geelhout {ilex crocca), the Bucku {olea capenfis\ the tarchomrithus cam-
phoratusy and arboreus, the Roode-elfe {cunonia capenfu\ and the Wite-elfe, the
Stink-hout, the Affagay-hout {curtifta)^ the wild Chefnut TWiUle Caftanien, brabejum
Jlellatim\ the wild Fig-tree (Wilde Vygcboom,/^^ capenjis)^ theKeureboom {Jophora
capenfts\ the mimofa nilotica, /djid the Kfleboom {Ekcbergia capenfis).

On the hills grew the orniihogalum altijftmum, which was now in full blolTom, and
decorated the plain with its long and crouded fpikes of flowers. It was faid to be very
common every fourth year, and, in the intervening years, hardly to be feen.

On the i8th, we paffed through Zwellendam to Steins farm.
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On the 1 9th, we crofled over at the ferry, where Breede Rivier and Zonder End
unite, and then went over Heflaquas Kloof, and pad Gyllenhuyfen's eflate to VoUen-

hovens. At Breede Rivier, where the river Zonder End unites with it, ends that

mountain which ftretches out from Roode Zand, and direclly oppofite this place the

Zwellendam Mountains form an angle.

On the 20th, proceeding on our route, we went pad Melk's farm to the Company's

poft at Tigerhoek, where not only a great number of cows are kept for making butter

on the Company's account, but likewife in the adjacent woods a quantity of timber is

felled for making all kinds of implements for the Company's own ufe.

The workmen are at liberty to cut down and fell fome wood and timber, by way

of aflifting to fupport them, but no hull)andman is fuftered to fell any here. In Hout-

niquas and other woods indeed, the hulbandman is at liberty to cut timber, but in

fome places, not without the fpecial permiillon of government, and paying a contri-

bution of five rix-dollars.

In this trad refided the Blue Goat, as it is called, (blatnve bok, tfeiran^ capra leu-

iophaa,') which is one of the fcarceft In the whole country ; it is white, intermixed

with black hairs. The blue goat is faid to be very negleftful of her young, infomuch

that they are often devoured by wild beafls ; and this is the reafon that is given for

its being fp fcarce. Its flefh had a better tafte than that of the other fpecies of goats.

Here were alfo a great many zebras or ftriped horfes (cquus zebra). There is a

penalty of fifty rix-dollars on Ihooting one of thefe animals ; and if any one can be

caught alive, it is to be fent to the governor. The old ones are hardly ever to be

caught, and are never tamed. The young ones feldom live, and although feemingly

tame, are by no means to be trufted.

After this, palling by Jurjin Linde's farm, we arrived at a poft of the Company's,

near Zoete-melks Valley, where twenty-four men and a ferjcant are kept for the fole

purpofe of felling timber in the adjacent woods. From this place the Company receives

the greateft part of its fliip and common timber, of which three large waggon-loads

are lent every mouth up to the Cape. The labourers here alfo are permitted to cut a

reafonable quantity, and fell it on their own account. The large pieces of timber,

fuch as beams, &c. are dragged out of the wood by oxen, and it muft be confefled,

not without the greateft difficulty.

To the fmaller pieces, fuch as wedges, handles for axes, gun-ftocks, wheel-timber,

axle-trees. Sec. the form is given before they are carried out of the wood. When a

very large tree is felled, it is left for fome time to fpiit of itfelf ; then it is cloven and

cut up.

Here I had an opportunity of feeing how they prepared the wheat- ftraw ufed for

thatching. The ftieaves with the ears on were ftruck againft a block, till the grain ran

out and the ears dropped off. The bufinefs goes on much flower in this method of

thraftiing than when the corn is trodden out by horfes ; but the ftraw is preferved whole

by it and even.

On the 24th, we pafled by the Ziekenhuys (or hofpital), a fmall poft of the Com-
pany's, which is fubjecl to the former poft near Zoete-melks Valley, and in which there

are only two men, and went forward to Groenewal's farm, and afterwards to Gyllen-

huyfen's, near Zwart Rivier (the Black River). The Black Mountains, which com-

menced near Groenewal's farm, came to a termination here. They were not very

high.

On the 25th, we travelled on to Badenhorft's and Beyer's eftates, near Booter

Rivier.

Here
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Here I fhot a cat, fpotted witli black (yiverra) ; the fkin finelled fo (Irong of mufk,

that when it was hung up in the cart to dry, I could not endure the drench of it. It

is in confequcnce of this ftrong fmeil that the animal is not eafily caught by the dogs.

The ridge of mountains which we had feen terminate near Heffaquns Kloof, began

at the fide of Kleine Hout-hoek, behind Franfche-hoek. Within the mountains of

Groote Hout-hoek, a ridge was alfo feen to fhoot out along the fea-fliore, which went
almoft as far as Mufcle Bay. Within this laft, another ridge projeds, which comes
to a termination between Gyllenhuyfen's and Groenewal's farms, and, direftly oppofite

to Badenhorft's farm, has a high peak, called the Tower of Babel. Thefe two ridges

are not united with the other mountains, but leave an open fpace near Booter Rivier.

On the 26th, paffing over Grootehout-hock, Palmit's and Steenbrafemey Rivers,

we arrived at the llottentot's Holland Mountain, on which there are feveral farms.

Baboons, a fort of large and ill-conditioned monkeys, with tails no longer than their

thighs, are found in thefe mountains. This animal is long a growing, and, when full

grown, is almoft as large as a blood-hound ; at this period, it ihould not be kept tied

up with a ftring only ; tor, without an iron chain, it bites every thing afunder. Several

dogs together, indeed, may catch a baboon, but one or two feldom can ; becaufe if

the baboon, which is furprifingly quick and nimble, gets hold of the dog by the hind

feet, he fwings it round, till the dog is quite giddy, and as it were drunk. With his

large teeth he bites violently, and defends himfelf obftinately.

Finally, we went down the mountain, over its fteep hills, and then over the level

plain to the Cape.

The Cape^ i774'

BEING arrived in town fo late in the y^r, after a journey of five months, I was
obliged to ufe difpatch, in order that I might be able to embrace the opportunity of
fending, in the beginning of this year 1 774, to the Botanic Gardens of Amfterdam,
Leyden, and Lecuwarden, by the homeward-bound fliips failing for Europe, a confider-

able quantity of bulbous roots, herbs, feeds, and grow ing plants ; and alfo to my other

patrons a great number of bulbous roots, feeds, infedls, ftufl'ed birds, and other fcarce

animals.

The firft four months in the ycat are the moft bufy at the Cape, when the Dutch
fhips, as well as thofe that belong to foreign nations, return from the Eaft Indies, and
oth-^rs arrive from Europe ; fo that there are at this time about twenty or thirty fhips iri

the road. The firft Dutch iiomeward-bound fleet too now lay ready, and 1 had an op-
portunity offending part of my colle6Uons by it, and the remainder afterwards, as faft

as they were ready, by the fhips that failed later.

A fhip from Holland, the Bekvliet, arrived here, after a long and unfortunate voy-

age. 'Ihrough the captain's neglecl and ignorance, the fjiip hatl got fo much under the

African coaft as to lofe its proper winds, and to be obliged to make Angola, after firft

making Waalvifch Bay, with oidy nine men in health on board. During this long voy-
age the fcurvy had raged among the crew, which was faid to have been very generally

as well as plentifully bled, fo that the greateft part of it had died. Complaint was made
both againfl the furgeon and the captain for not having nnderftood their bufinefs. The

Q 2 former
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former died on the paffage, and the latter received the punifhinent e richly deferved.

The fick had not only been fupplied with improper medicines, but alfo, in other refpefts,

had been treated with great negligence. One morning four men were reported as dead

;

one of whom, juft as they were going to few him up in his hammock, was found alive

by the fail-maker, although he foon after breathed his laft. Another morning five men
had been reported dead ; all of them had been fewed up in their hammocks, and two

had already been thrown over-board ; when the third, the inllant he was put on the

plank, called out, " Mafter Boatfwain, I am alive ftill !" to which the boatfwain, with

unfeafonable jocularity, replied, " You alive, indeed ! what, do you pretend to know
better than the furgeon ?"

For every fick man fent to the hofpital the captain pays two (kellings, and he keeps

back in return the man's allowance on board.

The building of the new hofpital was not very far advanced this fummer, neither,

indeed, could the work go on very faft. Of ninety men who were allotted for this pur-

pofe, few were at work, and a great part of them were on furlough, or were fet upon

other work on the hofpital's account.

Befides a handfome houfe, built in the Company's garden in town, the governor has

alfo one at Rondebclch, and another at Nieuwland, both out of town, to which he may
retire at pleafure, and unbend his mind when oppreffed with the cares of ftate. Another

fuch houfe was now to be built likewife for his accommodation at Baay-fals.

The Company has very fine gardens both at Rondebofch and Nieuwland, from whence

the ftiips and the hofpital are fupplied with vegetables.

Since the governor, Van der Stell, in the beginning of this century, had appropriated

to himfelf a confiderable portion, and that the beft, of the land, (and the fame had been

done by feveral of the Company's fervants, to the great prejudice of the burghers and

colonifts,j they lie under a ftrift prohibition againft holding any farms. In lieu thereof,

after being obliged to difpofe of their farms, feveral perquifites have been allowed them
j

fuch as the difpencier, or purveyor, five per cent, upon imported, and the fame on ex-

ported, wares ; as likewife upon grain, butter, &c. The collector has two and a half

per cent, on the monies, the ftore-keeper four, the commiffary of the hofpital five, the

infpeftor of the auftions five per cent, on all goods and merchandize fold by audion

;

and all this, befides their ufual monthly falary. So that it is only fome few of the

high er people in office that have a fmall villa for their pleafure near the Cape, but from

whence no commodities muft be carried out and difpofed of.

The fhips that arrived here brought the news that Baron Van Plettenberg had been

nominated governor of the Cape and the colony, and had been fhortly after inftalled in

his office.

The governor, together with feven counfellors of police, has the fupreme direftion

and command, as well with refpefl: to the Company's traffic here, as alfo to the whole

economy of the colony, without being fubjeft to the government of Batavia, which have

otherwife the fupreme command over all the factories in hidia.

All criminal caufes come under the cognizance and jurifdidion of the grand court of

juftice. In this the commandant of the garrifon prefides, and the governor has nothing

to do with it, excepting merely to fign his name to death-warrants.

Finally, there are two other courts of judicature in the colony. One of thefe is at

Stell enbofch, to which four parifhes are fiibjcft, with their churches, viz. Stellenbofch,

Drakenflein, Zwartland, and Roode Zand ; the other is at Zwellendam, and compre-

hends one very large and extenfive parifh, which, however, has not yet been provided

either with a church or minifter.

II The
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The Cape of Good Hope, although it was firft difcovered by the Portuguefe above

three hundred years ago, was frequented by them for thefpace of one hundred years and
upwards, and afterwards by the Dutch Eaft India Company's fhips for more than half a

century, before pofleflion was taken of any part of the country, or any cultivation was
beftowed upon it, fo that the colony is not above a hundred and twenty years old ; for,

in the year 1650, when the Dutch fhips, on their return from the Indies, touched here

and took, in refrefliments, for which they bartered with the Hottentots, the country

was, for the firft; time, furveyed with any degree of attention, by a furgeon of the

name of Jan van Riebeek, who belonged to the fleet, and had feme knowledge of
botany ; and as he found both the climate and the foil adapted to the cultivation of

culinary vegetables and fruit-trees, on his return home he propofed to the directors to

eftabHfh a colony here.

On mature deliberation the propofal was agreed to, and Jan van Riebeek was fent

out as admiral and commander-in-chief, with four fhips, which were ftored with

materials for building, carpenters, and feeds of all kinds. On his arrival at the Cape,
he treated with the Hottentots for the purchai'e of a piece of ground, on which was
ereded a fortrefs, ftorehoufe, and hofpital ; and, at the fame time, the firfl founda-

tions were laid of this great and flourifhing colony, which does more honour to man-
kind than all the viftories of Alexander the Great, and much more than all the

important conquefls the Dutch arms have been able to make in every other part of the

world.

The fum for which the firfl piece of land was purchafed, is very differently reported,

as well as the quantity of the land itfelf. The firfl purchafe fum is faid to have
amounted to fifty thoufand guilders in wares, and by another purchafe to have been
augmented with thirty thoufand guilders more ; which, although it may adually be fo

great in the Company's books, yet it feems to be abfolutely incredible, that the Hot-
tentots fhould ever have received the major part of it. The lafl purchafe is faid to have
extended as far as MoiTelbaay, but this is the lefs true, or even probable, as during the

time that Van Riebeek was governor of the Cape, as he afterwards was, his fartheft

difcoveries reached only to that mountain, which is called after him, Riebeek's

Cafleel, and ftands at a good diflance within the long range of mountains. In my
opinion, the land purchafed at firfl was no more than that tra*^: of country which lies

between Table Mountain and Zout Rivicr, from whence the colony has fince been
continually more and more extended in the fame manner as it is now daily enlarged

and augmented. The cit2.del was at firfl built of wood and earth ; and it was not till

the year 1664, that, together with its fortifications, it was built of flone. Near Zout
Rivier (Salt Rivier) a fmall fort, called (Keer de Koe) Turn the Cow, was alfo

ercfted for the purpofe of protefting the Company's cattle that grazed in the field,

which it commanded, and to hinder them either from going acrofs the river to the

Hottentot's lands, or from being ftolen by the natives of the place. With this view,

therefore, near the fort a flable was built for fifty horfes, with which the Hottentots,

who were very fwift of foot, and difappcarcd in an inilant, might be purfued with all

pofFible fpeed. This, together with a farm near Conflantia, laid out by Van Riebeek,
was without doubt the firft and inconfidcrable commencement of this fettlement.

This infant eflablifhment was probably not meant to extend lb far as it has done fince,

but was intended only for the cultivation of fuch articles as were neceflary for fupply-
ing the fhipping that arrived there with refiefhmeiits. But, on a clofer examination
of the climate, the fertility of the foil, and the weaknefs of the natives, it was refolvcd

to extend the fettlement, and fcveral Europeans were perfuaded to emigrate and fettle

here
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here, and to cultivate a confiderable trafl: of land, which was granted to them and

their heirs for ever. Shortly after this, marriageable girls were fent out from the

orphan-houfes, for the purpofe of ftill more increafmg the colony ; the inhabitants of

which got at firft, on truft, implements that were neceflary for the cultivation of the

land, and fpread thcmfelves out to Stellenbofch and Drakenftein (where the French

Proteftant refugees in particular ftrengthened the fettlement), and afterwards on the

other fide of the mountains to Roode Zand. The whole of Zwartland was afterwards

peopled, though a fandy and more meagre foil. In fine, within thefe lafl thirty

years the colony has incre;ifed to fuch a degree, and with fuch rapidity, that not only

the country from Roode Zand and Hottentot's Holland Mountains has been occupied

and inhabited as far as Zwellendam, but alfo as far as Moffelbaay, Houtniquas, Lange
Kloof, Kromme Rivier, and all the way to Camtous Rivier, the Jiokke and Rogge-
velds, Camdebo, and the Snow Mountains.

The colony of the Cape takes in the town with its parifli and church, Paarl with its

parifh and church, the Tyger Mountains, &c. and extends as far as MoiTelbanks Rivier

and Baay-falls.

The colony of Stellenbofch was founded by the governor Simon vander Steel, in

1670, like a cottage, and provided with a court-houfe and church, at the dillance of

eight miles from the Cape. It extends from the Tyger Mountains to Hottentot's

Holland, and nearly to Baay-falls, and, at the northern end, to Paarl and Mof-
felbank.

Drakenftein was founded in 1670, with a very fmall church, and ftands fo clofe to

Stellenbofch, that it might with great propriety be fubjefl to it. And indeed this was
confidered as a feparate colony, more out of compliment than neceliity.

The Company paid only four ikellings lor a live fheep, and the burghers in the

town paid one llcelling (rather more than fix-pence Englifli) for twelve pounds of

mutton.

A great many officers belonging to the Ihips lodged in the fame houfe with me. A
mate paid lefs per diem than a captain, as his pay was lefs, although he was equally

well-lodged, and equally free from reftraint, and had the fame table and attendance;

and this regulation appeared to me in many refpeds as equitable as it was handfome and
delicate.

Charcoal is a very dear article at the Caps, and is generally carried thither from
Europe. For a chaldron of charcoal, which ought to contain thirty-fix fchepels (or

bufhels), of which, however, only thirty-two are delivered out to the purchafer,

the blackfmiths pay eighteen rix-dollars, and eight rix-dollars for one hundreil weight

of iron.

Bulbous plants, in all probability, repofe at times, or they are not feen every year in

equal quantities. In fome places one fees them in one year in great abundance, and
another year fcarcely any.

When a flave plays any knavifh trick, or does mifchief to any of the neighbours,

the farmer who owns him is generally obliged to make good the damage, and fre-

quently to pay one half of the value of the flave, though at the fame time the flare like-

wife may chance to undergo corporal puniOiment for it.

When an inferior fervant of the Company trefpafles, he ufually undergoes corporal

puniihment ; but a burgher is fined. The former contributes to the reformation of
manners, and the latter to lining the fiical's pockets.

The laws refpecting marriage at the Cape differ in many refpeds from thofe that are

in force at other places j and divorces frequently happen here, attended with fingular

circum-
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circumftances. The wife of one Sardyn, who had been a foldier feventeen years,

and at this time kept a public-houfe and a dancing-houfe for the reception of the com-
mon people, was proved in court, by the evidence of two witncffts, to have had a

riminal connexion with a drummer. The profccutor was allowed, it is true, to part

M'ith his wife, but then flie was exempted from all farther punifhment ; while he, on
the contrary, was flogged and fent to Batavia, without being fuffered to receive the

Icafl benefit from his property.

A certain hatter in the town, who was a bachelor, had got two of his flaves with
child. For the child he had by one of them, he, in quality of its father, demanded
baptifm, and accordingly this was baptized, and confequently free ; while the other
girl's child remained unbaptized and a flave.

The winter of this year, in the months of June, July, and Auguft, was very cold,

with a great deal of rain ; and on the 6th of July particularly, both the Devil's Moun-
tain and lable Mountain were covered with fnow and hail. In feveral places, the
vines, as well as many vegetables in the kitchen-gardens, had been killed or greatly

damaged by the froil.

In the Company's garden there was a very beautiful covered walk, formed of
chclhut-trees, which were now very thick and large. It was this year cut down root

and branch by order of the governor, for the purpofe of making difierent kinds of
furniture of its elegant wood ; and in its ftead were planted oaks, which, hov.ever, are

as little likely to reflore the beauty of the garden, as thofe curious animals are to re-

turn thither, which the highly reipedable Governor Tulbagh had taken pains to col-

ledt together there, from the interior parts of Africa; but which, after his death, were
turned out by his fucceiTor to become a prey to ravenous beafl:s.

The fruit of a fpecies of mcfembrjanthcmum was fometimes brought to the town as

a rarity, and was called Rofa de Jericho. When it is put into water, it gradually
opens all its feed-veflels, and exaftly refembles a fun ; and when it becomes dry
again, it contrafts itfelf and clofes by degrees. This is no lefs a necelVary than fingular

property, which points out the admirable infUtution of an all-wife Creator ; inafmuch
as this plant, which is found in the moft arid plains, keeps its feeds fall locked up
in time of drought ; but when the rainy feafon comes, and the feeds can grow, it

opens its receptacles, and lets fall the feed, in order that they may be difperfed abroad.
The water in which this fruit has lain is fometimes given to women that are near their

lime, and is thought to procure them an eafy delivery.

Ordinary public-houfcs are much more rarely to be met with here than they are in

Europe, and taverns Hill more fo, as every body has a quantity of wine in his own
houfe, fufficient for himfclf and his friends. Some there are however for the lower
clafs of people, though very different from thofe which abound fo much in our more
refined quarter of the globe ; being defigned not fo much for drinking and tippling, of
which drunkennefs, noife, and riotous diforder are the frequent concomitants, as for

mere diverfion and recreation. The inferior kinds of public-houfes therefore are at the

fame time dancing houfes, where every evening muficians are to be found, and the

guelts, by paying for their wine only (but at a very dear rate), have an opportunity of
dancing. No card-playing is fuffered, and the dancing is over at a certain hour in the
night, when every one goes quietly home, without making a noife or affrighting others,

which would not be eafily tolerated by the night-watch, nor go unpuniffied by the
government.

At my leifure hours I never neglected to vifit the hills, mountains, aijd fields, near
the town. For the purpofe of casrying a book and other things neccffary for putting

I up
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up my feeds and plants, I ufually took with me a hired flave This year, through the

kindncfs of the furgeon, I got a man out of the hofpltal to carry my apparatus, who
had been brought by a fingular deftmy to this fouthernmoft point of Africa. He was
born in Germany, and, for the fake of trafficking, had travelled much, and had lived for

fome time in Holland, France, and England, vehere he refided laft, and carried on a
fmall trade in certain drugs, and fome chemical preparations. In the courfe of this

bufmefs, having embarked for France, the (hip was driven by a ftorm towards the coaft

of Holland, where it was wrecked, and he loft all his little property. On getting aihore,

he fold his knee-buckles, and, with ttie trifling viaticum produced by them, fet out for

Amfterdam, where he met with an old acquaintance, who offered him his alTiftance;

and under the pretext of procuring him a lodging, took him to a kidnapper's. Here
his friend called for brandy, vidtuals, and wine, of which they both partook. At length,

when he and his friend parted, he obferved that the landlord gave the latter two ducats.

Immediately upon this he himfelf was prevented from going out ; he then found, to his

coft, that he was kidnapped ; and, being no ftranger to the Dutch language, threatened

the kidnapper to lodge a complaint againlt him, if he did not inftantly fet him at liberty.

The kidnapper then began to make fome inquiries about his refidence, means of fup-

port, &c. and, as he could not pay his reckoning, abfolutely refufed to let him go.

When muftered on board of fhip, whither he had been carried, without having been

previoufly taken to the Eaft-India houfe, and received ther^, he complained to the

direftor ; but, as the poor fellow could not poflibly pay for what the kidnapper had
received of the Company to fit him out, he was obliged, nolens voiensy to lail for the

Cape, where he arrived fick, and was taken to the hofpital. This poor man accompa-

nied me twice in my excurfions ; but foon regained his liberty by running away, and
getting on board one of the Englifti fliips that lay in the road.

Pomegranates grew in feveral of the gardens, but were not expofed to fale, nor much
eaten in the town. But chefnuts (^cefcidus pawa) were fold here in plenty, and eaten

by way of defert, roafted, with a little butter.

By the fhips that arriyed from Europe, I had not only the pleafure to receive letters

from my patrons in Amfterdam, intimating their fatisfaftion at what I had fent them,

but alfo received a confiderable fum in ducats, for the purpofe of paying off part of the

debt I had contraded during the two laft years.

There had arrived from England, in order to proceed to Bengal, Lady Ann Monion,
who had undertaken this long and tedious voyage, not only for the purpofe of accom-
panying her huft^and, who went out as colonel of the regiment in the Eaft Indies ; but

alfo with a view to indulge her paffion for natural hiftory. This learned lady, during

the time flie ftaid here, made feveral very fine coUedions, and particularly in the ani-

mal kingdom. And, as I had frequently had the pleafure, together with Mr. Mafon,
of accompanying her to the adjacent farms, and, at the fame time, of contributing

greatly to the enhirgement of her colledUons, (he had the goodnefs, before her depar-

ture, to make me a prefent of a valuable ring, in remembrance of her, and of the fricnd-

Ihip with which ftie had honoured me. She was a lady about fixty years of age, who,
amongft other languages, had alfo fome knowledge of the Latin, and had, at her own
expence, brought with her a draughtfman, in order to aflift her in colleding and deli-

peatinpj fcarce fpecimens of natural hiftory.

ITie government at the Cape had rcfolved to fend this year a veffel called a Iloeker,

to Madagafcar, to barter for flaves ; and the Governor Baron Van Plettenberg had the

kindnefs to offer to fend me out as furgeon to the fhip. But although I had much
wilhed to vifit fo large and remarkable an ifland, ftill my inclination to fee the northern

par:

I
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part of Africa was much more prevalent. I therefore begged to be excufed from mak-
ing this voyage ; and recommended a friend and countryman of mine, Mr. Oldenburg,
who had been praftifing botany for the fpace of two years that he had accompanied me
in my excurfions, to go as furgeon's mate. My recommendation was taken ; and Mr.
Oldenburg even made feveral collection of plants ; but did not live to return from fo

unwholefomc and fcorching a climate.

This winter Alderman Berg fhewed me a very curious Fungus (^Ijydnora) which had
been fent to him, as a great rarity, by a farmer, from the interior part of the country.

This fungus, which was called Jackhal's Koil (or Jackall's food) being, on examination,

found to be, with refpeft to the parts of fruftification, the mod extraordinary plant of

any hitherto known, confirmed my refolution of vifiting the northern parts of the Cape,
and excited in me a wilh to examine this fungus, with feveral other plants, in their

native foil, however arid and barren.

I fitted myfelf out as in the preceding year, in the month of September, and again

had Mr. Mafon, the Englifli gardener, for my fellow-traveller, although he was not

much inclined to make any long excurfion this year.

Journey to Roggeveld.

ON the 29th of September, 1774, I fet out with my fellow-traveller, on my third

journey to the interior part of Africa. After crofling Zout Rivier and Moflelbank's

Rivier, we arrived at Vil'cherfhoek, a corn-farm of the Company's, occupied by the

governor. This year eighty barrels of feed had been fown.

The ftranguary raged amongfl: the cattle here, and was occafioned by the euphorbia

genijliodcs. As a fovereign remedy for this diftemper, the farmers gave the cattle a tea-

cup full of powdered oftrich egg-fhells mixed with vinegar. The refinous clot of Eu-
phorbia, which lluck fafh in the urethra, was fometimes extrafted, when it appeared

quite white, and about half a finger in length.

On the 30th, we rode pad Engelaar's farm to Matth. Greef's, near Moflelbank's

River. In thefe low fandy plains, and in the dwarf-bulhes upon them, there were

hares in abundance, infomuch that one might flioot as many as one chofe ; but nobody
fet any value upon this kind of game, the fiefli of which had fo dry a tafte.

Here I heard much talk of a Hottentot water-melon, which is faid to be a large and
fucculent root, called Kou by the Hottentots, who grind it down to^meal, and bake it

like bread.

On the 2d of October, we eroded Moflelbank's JRiver to Jurgen Kutfe's, and from

thence proceeded to Abraham Bofman's, near Paarls-berg.

Paarl Mountain is neither very high nor of great extent in length ; but it abounds in

water, fo as amply to fupply the farms that He on each fide, and a large mill fituated

at the foot of it.

The church ftands on the eafl; fide of the mountain.

The farmers here chiefly cultivated vines, the (locks of which are often of fifty

years' growth, and produce a delicious and full-bodied wine. Wheat was not much
cultivated here, and the quantity of culinary vegetables was but fmall, as was alfo the

number of the cattle.

VOL. XVI. H Here
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Here we ftaid a couple of days in order to inveftigate the mountains with due care

and accuracy. Having arrived at the top from the eaftern fide, we obferved a place

called the Company's Cellar (Kelder). This confided of a fomewhat concave and largs

rock, which had fallen over another rock inclining towards it. Thefe two rocks toge-

gether formed an arched cellar, as it were, open at both ends, and pofleffing an agree-

able coolnefs.

The Paarl Diamonds were two very large, bare, fleep, and almofl conic moun-
tains, the foot of which was fo wide at bottom, that it required an hour to walk

round it.

On the 5th, we proceeded to Hannes van Aarde's, near Paardeberg, which is a

little higher than Paarl Mountain ; this ftands feparate, and has taken its name from

the wild Cape horfes (or Zebras), which formerly were to be feen here in great num-
bers. At this time there was only a dozen of thefe beautiful animals, and thefe were

proteded by government, and were far from being fhy.

On the 7th, we palled on to Lofper's eftate ; and.

On the 8th, paffing by Peter Lofper's and Johannes Walther's farm, we came to

Dreyer's eftate, near Riebeek Caftle, a large mountain, fo named after Van Ricbeek,

the founder and firft governor of this colony. The mountain was very high, and its

fides were fteep.

My fellow-traveller and I, one day, climbed up to the high tops of this mountain,

whilil our oxen, which we had ordered to be taken off from the waggons, kept graz-

ing at the fide of it. We were obliged ^o make almoft the whole circle of the moun-
tain before we could get to the peak we wifiied to afcend. When arrived upon this

fummit, we perceived our v/aggons ftanding at the foot of the mountain ; but faw, at

the fame time, that we were feparated from them by fuch fteep precipices on this fide,

that it appeared to us impoffible to reach them, without returning by the fame way that

we had come, which was nearly three miles about. However, whilft we were fearch-

ing here after fome curious plants, and laying them up in our books, I Itumbled upon

a very near, but, at the fame time, dangerous way, to get to the other fide of the

mountain's perpendicular flanks. This was a chink of a few fathoms' length, and fo

narrow, as to be capable of admitting a middle-fized man only. Through this I ventured

to crawl on my hands and feet, and was fortunate enough to get fafe over to the other

fide, from whence it was only the diftance of a mulket-fhot to our waggons. My fel-

low-traveller, together with his dog, Itood aftonifhed at my adventurous exploit, the

one how ling, and the other almoft crying ; and, at the fame time, vexed to think that

he fhould be obliged to go alone a long way round about, without once daring to take

the direft path. My courage was rewarded with a fmall plant which I got in the chink,

and which I afterwards fought in vaiii in other places.

On the I ith, we came to Vliermuys Drift and Farry, after having pafl'ed Lombart's

and Owerholfen's eftates, and Honingberg, which is a low mountain, and of a fmall

extent. „

On the 1 2th, we arrived at Wilhelm Burger's grazing farm, near Matje's Drift and
Rivier, where our waggon and cart were conveyed over by boats, and the oxen fvvam

acrofs.

On the 13th, I obferved a rainbow, which was extremely pale, with the dulleft co-

lours imaginable, being formed merely out of a rifing fog.

On the 14th, wc arrived at Hanekamp's farm, near Picquet-berg, which here ftretch-

ed north and fouth, but on the eaftern fide, to the northward, had feveral bendings,

the ridges of which ran fouth-eaft and north-weft. Towards the northern end, the

mountain
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mountain goes up almoft to the long chain of mountains, from whence a point projefts,

forming a new range of mountains, the ridges of which run on to the fea-fliore. From

this it fhould feem, as if Picquet Mountain had a different direction from all other moun-

tains ; but it is only on the eaftern fide that fuch a ridge runs, and, at the northern end,

the mountain is continued farther, and runs a great way out to the fouth-eaft and north-

weft. This mountain is higher than Riebeek Caftle, and, in the eaft and north, has

a great many fleep and inacceffible rocks, with flat and level furfaces at top.

Here grew a fhrub called Zand-olvye {dodonaa anguftifolia), the wood of which was

of a hard nature. This was dried, and a decoftion of it was drank in fevers, by way

of a purgative.

Tigers infefted the bufhes in thefe fandy plains ; and I faw feveral perfons that had

been bitten by them, though nobody had been killed. I was allured by many people,

that a tiger preferred a wild-goat to a (heep. The tiger is fuppofed to be more treach-

erous, and lefs magnanimous, than the lion. He feldom fails to rufli upon a man who

pafles the thicket where he lies concealed ; and it is impofllble for him to hear the cry

of •' fa, fa," without attacking the peifon that utters the found. I was told of a flave

in Madagafcar, who having ftepped behind a thicket to eafe nature, was attacked by a

tiger, and wounded fo feverely, that he fainted away through lofs of blood ;
but,

feizing the tiger at the fame time by the throat, quite ftifled him, fo that the tiger was

found dead, and the flave near him in a fv/oon. The Cape tiger is fmall, and about

the fize of a dog.

Elephants were formerly very numerous in thefe parts ; but, at prefent, they are

quite extirpated. The beft method to efcape from thefe large beafts, whofe height

fometimes reaches to eighteen feet, is either to fly to the water, or to get into fome

fiffure of a rock.

Near Picquet Mountain we, for the firft time, difcovered and fliot a dove (Roods

Turtelduyv, columha Sencgalenfis). This bird is generally found farther up the coun-

try, and is faid not to have been fo high up towards the Cape till within the laft feven

years.

Thejlapelia incarnata, a very branchy plant without leaves, was found in the vici-

nity of the mountains, though it was rather fcarce ; the Hottentots ate it, after peel-

ing oft' the edges and prickles.

Vogel Valley was a kind of fwamp, which lay at the foot of the mountain oppofite

Paarl, and was frequented by fea-fowls and fnipcs.

All the roads here were fandy and heavy, like thofe about Saldahna-bay.

Near Picquet-berg to the northward, flood Captain Kloofs Mountain, and within

this, farther to the northward, Drie Fontein's-berg, and then Babian's-berg, or the

Baboons Mountain, which, with its feveral different heads, fttetched on to the fea-

ftiore.

Travelling farther on we came to Carrelfpeck's farm, fituated under Picquet Moun-

tarn ; from thence to Gert Smidt's, and afterwards to Dirk Kutfe's, where Verlooren

Valley has its origin, and fprings from a mountain belonging to the long chain of moun-

tains ; and, finally, to And. Greef 's.

The eftates in this traft are embelliflied with vmeyards, corn-fields, and beautiful

gardens.

Here I met with a lemon, which contained another within it, furniflied with a red

rind. Neither of thefe two lemons had any feed, and the rind of the inner lemon was

faid to have even a lour tafte.

R 2 Here
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Here I alfo faw a goofe's egg, which contained another egg enclofed within it. The
external egg had a yolk, but the inner none.

Odriches abound in all thefe parts. They frequently do great damage to the fanners,

by coming in flocks into their fields, and deftroying the ears of wheat, fo that nothing

but the bare ftraw itfelf is left behind. The body of this bird is not higher than the

corn, and when it devours the ears, it bends down its long neck, fo that it cannot be

feen at a diftance j but on the leaft noife it reass up its head and long neck, and can

thus forefee its danger in time, and make its efcape, before the farmer gets within gun-

Ihot of it.

When this bird runs it has a proud and haughty look, and feems not to make much
hafte, although it be in great diftrefs, efpecially if the wind is with it ; and when the

wind blows a little, it flaps its wings, which greatly aflifts it in its flight. It is then im-

poflible to overtake it with the fwifteft horfe, except when the weather is exceedingly

warm and at the fame time calm, or when its wings have been fliot ofE,

One morning, as I rode pafl: a place where a hen-oftrich fat on her nefl:, the bird fprang

up and purfued me, with a view to prevent my noticing her young ones, or her eggs.

Every time I turned my horfe towards her, flie retreated ten or twelve paces ; but as

foon as I rode on fhe purfued me again.

The farmers here likewife informed me, that a flone or two is fometimes found in the

oftrich's eggs, which is hard, white, rather flat and fmoolh, and about the fize of a

bean. Thefe ftones are cut and made Into buttons, but I never had the good fortune

to fee any of them.

Partridges (Tetrao) abound here and in many other parts of the country. They did

not immediately take wing when we rode full trot after them, but they ran fo fwift

along the road that we could hardly keep pace with them ; at length they took flight

fide-ways with loud and violent fcreams.

Verlooren Valley is the name given to a rivulet that derives its fource from the above-

mentioned range of mountains, and empties itfelf into the fea. Its banks are in many
places overgrown with reeds and ruflies (carex, arundo), which fometimes flioot up to

the height of feveral yards, infomuch that the rivulet, in fuch places, cannot be feen.

In thefe impenetrable receflTes an innumerable multitude of birds have their haunts and

places of refuge, fuch as different forts of herons {ardca major and caruled), ducks

(anates'), and coots (^fuHca). In fome places it was narrow, and in others broad j

but in particular it grew wider and wider the nearer it approached to the fea. In fome

places there were large holes and deep refervoirs. It runs into the ocean to the north-

ward, and, when it is low, the mouth appears dry, and the current there entirely

choaked up with the fand, and flagnating. The nearer it approaches the fea, the deeper it

grows in the middle, and the freer it is from reeds. It has many windings, and in its

courfe, runs between two tolerably high mountains. The water is fweet and good

;

but near the fea, from the intermixture of the falt-water, and efpecially in the dry fea-

fon, it grows faltifli. We encamped feveral days along its banks in the i;pen air, ull

we came to its mouth, in a fandy and barren field, where no colonics dwelt, and wliLre

there were only a few places for grazing cattle, which were moflly committed to the

care of the Hottentots.

At the beginning of Verlooren Valley, cppofite the end of Picquet Mountain, pro-

jefts a ridge of mountains, which runs all the way down to the flrand, where Verlooren

Valley ends, and forms the heights on one fide of this rivulet.

From Picquet-berg fome ridges of mountains alio projed, which terminate on the

other fide of Verlooren Valley.

The
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The large and long range of mountains which extends from Cape Falfo, near Hot-
tentot's Holland, acrols the whole country, terminates here in fcattered and broken
hills and eminences, fo that it was not necelTary to crofs the above-mentioned range at

the northern end, as at Roode Zand and Pickenier's Kloofs.

Near a farm where Hottentots only tended the cattle, we experienced the inconveni-

ency of being infefted with vermin. We encamped, it is true, at a confiderable dif-

tance from their habitations ; but befoi'e our arrival, they had fpread their fkin-covcrings,

which fwarmed with vermin, upon the adjacent fields, and our pillows, on which we
ufed to fit in the (hade of our waggons, were prefently filled with them, fo that after

fcveral days painful labour we could hardly get rid of our hungry and troubieionie guefls.

Serpents abounded greatly in thefe fandy and bufhy plains. Not a day paifed that

we did not catch feveral, and put them into the brandy-kcgs. Whilft we were fitting

on the ground to eat our homely meals, they ran acrofs my legs and thighs as well as

thofe of my fellow-travellers, without once biting any of us. A ferpent once twifted

round my left leg, and without biting me futfered itfelf to be gently fiiaken off.

Another came creeping out from under my body, w hilft I lay on the ground, and
afterwards crawled, as cold as ice, over the bare leg of one of the comqany that fat

near me, without doing the leafl hurt to any one of us. From this it may plainly be
inferred, that ferpents do not attempt to bite, unlefs in felf defence, when trampled

upon, or otherwife hurt. Many times did ferpents run acrofs the road, and not unfre-

quently between the horfes' feet, without doing the horfes any injury.

The land-moles, of which here were vaft numbers, had made fo many holes in the

ground that it was with great ditficulty and danger the traveller could get on, as his

horfe fometimcs fell deep into them, and very frequently ftumbled.

Froni Verloorcn Valley we travelled on to Lange Valley, which is a river fimilar to

the former, but much lefs ; and from hence we had a very long and dry Carrow-field

to travcrfe before we got near the mountains again, and to a place called the Gentlemen's
Hotel (Heeren Logeiiient).

I'he heights were very fandy, the country dry, and the grazing farms fcarce, at

which the farmers themfelvcs likewife did not live, but only kept fome hired Hottentots

to tend their cattle, which is here the only thing attended to ; as the drought and the bar-

rennefs of the foil prevent them from growing corn, or planting orchards.

On the 25th, before we reached the Gentlemen's Hotel, we paffed feveral fmall vales

in our way of a very trifling depth, which, from the heat of the weather, were already

quite dried up. Thefe had a Itrange and fingular appearance, as the clay which during
the rainy fealbn had been diflolvcd and agitated in water, was now dcpofited in various

Ifrata, or lamina; of different degrees of thicknefs, which had fplit in confequence of
the heat, and were feen very diftin£tly. The lowermod layer was the coarfeft, and
contained a great quantity of extraneous particles, which, in confequence of their weight,

had fettled there firlt. The uppernioli: layer was both purer and finer, and fo dry as

to flick to the lips and tongue like a new tobacco-pipe. This, as well as other African
minerals, I collected, and have prefented them to the royal academy at Upfal f~or their

col leftion of minerals.

In my way to the Gentlemen's Hotel, I found a fcarce and long-fought-for plant, viz.

the Codon Royeni, but did not fee more than one flirub of it, which however I think I

never fiiall forget. It was one of the hottefl days in fummer, and tiie heat was I'o

intolerable, that we were afraid that our beads would grow faint and drop down quite

exhauiled. By this infutferable and tormenting heat our bodies were Ivvelled up, as

it were, and the pores opened in the higheft degree. The bufhes we met with, were
I covered
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covered all over with white, brittle, and tranfparent prickles, whicli, when my fellow-

traveller and I fuddenly fell upon them, and ftrove which fhould pluck the mod
flowers with our naked hands, fcratched them in fuch a terrible manner, that for feveral

days wc experienced great pain and inconvenience.

At length we arrived quite exhaulted to the Gentlemen's Hotel, which was a vale

between tlie mountains, with a pretty high hill. Up this hill we had to drive before

we could get into another trad of country, which however was not very fertile.

This place, which is pleai'ant, being ornamented with a fmall wood and a rivulet of

frefh-water, is called the Gentlemen's Hotel, becaufe on one fide of the mountain

there is a large cavern to the weflward, like a hall, formed by two rocks, which were

hollowed out by the hand of time. I climbed up to it, and found the names of

feveral travellers written on the fides. Near this was another hollow vault, but fome-

what lefs.

In the former of thefe caves there was a fmall fiflure, in which a tree, probably the

Sideroxylon, had taken root, and flood in a very flourifliing condition, being above

eight feet in height ; although it had no more water for its nourifhment and fupport

than the trifling quantity that was retained by the fiifure in the rainy feafon.

Upon the whole, the mountains thereabouts were dry, barren, and of a brittle

texture, appearing as if they had been burned, and containing a great number of large,

bare, and loofe ftones.

Whilft we refreflied oui'felves here and our wearied cattle, a farmer arrived on

horfeback from Olyfant's Rivier, who informed us that a lion inhabited the fpot by

which we were to pafs, and that it had lately been feen upon the road, and had pur-

fued a Hottentot there.

However, as we had no other way than this dangerous one to choofe, we fet out on the

following day, viz. the 26th, and, the better to be on our guard, we rode the whole

day with our guns, laid acrofs our arms, cocked and loaded with ball ; and late in the

evening, when it was quite dark, arrived at Peter van Seele's, near Olyfant's Rivier,

v'here we fl^aid a few days, as the fituation was comfortable and the people obliging and

hofpitable.

The road was almofl; every-where fandy, and the heights we rode over prefented

nothing but bare rocks, with a red fand-ftone, interfperfed with pebbles, that appeared

to have been enclofed in the fand-fl:one before it had hardened into a rock, in like manner

as their furface feemed to have been polifhed, before their enclofure, to the degree of

fmoothnefs they now exhibited, by the violent motion of the waves.

Here were feveral mountains flat at top, like the Table Mountain, which terminated

behind Olyfant's Rivier, before they reached the fea-fliore, between which and the

mountains it is faid to be a day's journey over a broad and level plain.

The Bokke-veld Mountains alfo ended near the fea-fliore, on the other fide of Olyfant's

Rivier ; they are of a confiderable height, and do not go off with a gradual flope.

Kamerup was the name given here to the Hottentot's ^vate^-melon, a large fuccu-

lent root.

Karup again fignified the root of a fpecies of Lobelia, which was eaten by the Hot-

tentots.

Moor-wortel is an umbelliferous plant, from the root of which and honey the Hot-

tentots make, by fermentation, an intoxicating liquor.

A wild goofe {anas Mgyptiacd) took up its refidence in great Olyfant's Rivier imme-
diately below the farm, and did great damage to the farmer's wheat-fields. It had been

fired on before, and wounded with fmall (hot, but efcaped alive. This made it fo

(hy
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iKy and cautious, that on the flighteft view of the people of the houfe it would fly to

the other fide of the river, fo that nobody could con:e within gunfliot of it. I being a

flranger, it feemed to be lefs fearful of me, a circumftance which, one day, as it came
on the fide of the river next the houfe, gave me an opportunity ot fliooting it, to the

great fatisfaction of my lioft.

As we now had to travel through a dry and barren defart, we took care to lay in

proper provifion here for the journey, viz. bifcuits, bread, butter, and frefh meat,

with which our worthy holtefs very obligingly furniflied us. We fent all our baggage

over Olyfant's Rivier, which was pretty broad, in a fmall boat, and afteruards made
the oxen fv.im acrofs with the waggons. The river was deep in feveral |)laccs, and a

beautiful wood, confifting of trees of various kinds, efpecially the mimofa iiilotica,

adorned its banks.

After this, on the 30th, we rode down by the foot of the mountains, the firft and

largeft projefting point of which was called Windhoek, and the other Mafkamnia.

We arrived at a grazing farm, which belonged to one Ras, and was called Trutru.

Here, on fome of the lefler hills, 1 found the Hottentots water-melon, which I had

been long in fearch of, and defirous of knowing. The root was almoft as round as a

ball, above fix inches in diameter, of a yellowifh colour, and about as hard as an

ordinary turnip. The tafte of it was agreeable and refrefhing. It is much eaten by
the Hottentots. Its bloffom was not quite full blown ; but it feemed to me to belong

to the order of the contorted, and I thought it might be referred more efpecially to the

ceropegia, or the periploca genus.

The field was always dry ; in the clefts indeed, and fometimes at the foot of the

mountains, there was water ; but the land was fo poor, that no farms could be laid

out there.

We faw the Bokke-veld Mountains lying before us, which extended far towards

the fea-fide, and that with feveral projecting points, jufl Hke fo many ranges of

mountains.

On the 3ifl, we proceeded through the defart; in which the farther we advanced,

the drier it grew. Our journey through the defart laded three days at leaR : and in

the whole of this tra61: we found only three places which at this time afforded a little

falt-water. But thefe wei'e the more difficult to find, as they did not lie near the road,

but at a great diffance from it. A flranger eafily paffes by them, and thus endangers

his own life and that of his cattle. Very happily for us, we fell in with a farmer from

the Cape that was travelling the fame road ; but with our weak cattle we could not

keep pace with him. We therefore requefted, that he would fet up a flick with a

linen rag on it at the places where we ought to bait, and in the neighbourhood of

which we might look for fo extraordinary a phenomenon as falt-water is in thefe thirfty

plains. The firfl night we luckily hit upon the watering-place called Single Dorn-

boom's Rivier, but not the fecond, fo that our cattle were nearly exhaufled by heat

and thirfl, before we reached, which we did not do till the third evening, the Bokke-

land Mountains, where we baited all night near a fmall rivulet of frtfh-water, called

Dorn River, after having palled a place called (Leeuwedans, or Lceuwejagt)

Lion's Dance.

In the winter, when it is fet in for rain, the farmers remove for fome time with

their cattle to this part, which is at this time the moll proper for breeding of fheep,

but not always for other cattle. And indeed the flieep in thefe barren fields grow
fometimes fo fat, that their llefh cannot be eaten. The leanefl are therefore always

fclecled for flaughter. When a butcher has purchaled a flock of fheep, and driven

3 them
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them one hundred and thirty or one hundred and fifty miles to the Cape, they are

generally reckoned fat enough to be killed.

All the mountains here ftretched north-north-eaft towards the fea, and fouth-fouth-

weft into the country, where they grew very flat ; towards the fummits they were quite

level, as if their heads had been lopped oif.

To the left, a ridge of mountains was feen to commence, which ran along the fea-

fhore, and was not very high.

In this Carrow-land giew the mofl fmgular Mefembryanthemums, and thofe in the

greatell quantity ; on the other hand, but very few Craifulas, Euphorbias, and

Cotyledons.

On the 2d of November, we rode up the Bokke-land Mountains with two pair of

oxen, with which the farmer, who had pafled us, kindly aflilled us, ours being quite

fatigued and difabled, and the mountains io fteep that feveral Hottentots were obliged

to hold the waggons faft with cords, to prevent them overfetting. This mountain was

not only very ileep, but likewife very hilly, and abounded with flate ; above there was

a deep ridge, and the fides of the crown itfelf were almoft perpendicular. At the top

of all the mountain was level, the air colder, and the plain abounded in grafs.

Bokke-veld lies between the thirtieth and thirty-firft degree fouth of the equator.

In afcending this mountain, we difcovered a fpecies of Aloe (^aloc dichotoma), the

ftem of which, when of a proper thicknefs, is hollowed out, and ufed by the Hottentots

as a quiver for their arrows.

Weary, but not a little pleafed, we afterwards arrived at Clas Lofper's farm, whither

we intended indeed to have gone the preceding year, but were prevented by an accident.

In this honeft farmer, during the few days Itay we made with him, we found as

generous a hoil as we had before found in him a faithful guide and kind afliftant.

He was the richeft grazier in the whole country ; and was at this time in pofleffion of

at lead twelve thoufand Iheep, and above fix hundred full-grown horned cattle, befides

about two hundred calves.

We now left a traft of land to the left, nearer to the fea, which is occupied and

inhabited by two rich and powerful nations, the Little and Great Namaquas. Thefe

are occupied in grazing ; and their cattle appeared to me to be of quite a difteren*

kind from thofe of the Caffres and colouifts, being for the moft part long-legged,

large, and without a bunch on the back.

Bokke-land or Goat-land, which we had now reached, is nothing elfe than a tolerably

high mountain, which is level at the top, and towards the edges of its fummit forms

a variety of projefting angles, pointing to the fea-fide. It confifts of different ftrata

;

the uppermoft of which is fand-ftone, in many places interlarded with pollfhed round

pebbles. The fand-done is for the mofl part laminate like flate, and moulders away
into pieces by rain.

This country being all over exceedingly barren, and confequently not much fre-

quented by the colonills, there were feveral fmall focieties of Hottentots, fcattered up
and down in it, who were in polTeifion of fome very inconfiderable herds of cattle j

and a great many of them were employed as fervants by the few farmers that lived

here, who repaid their fervices with cattle and other trifling gratuities.

With thefe as well as other Hottentots who live farther up the country, near Rog-
geveld, and who were once more numerous and rich than they are at prefent, the

Dutch Company formerly carried on a bartering trade ; but, on account of the in-

juftice and violence which the factors that were fent to them were guilty of, and which

the governors frequently connived at, not deeming it their duty to contend for the

rights
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rights of nature and humanity, when neither the Company's nor their own private

intereft was concerned, it has now almoft entirely ceafed. When a corporal was fent

out by the governor, with a few men to barter with the Hottentots for their oxen,

againll arrack, glafs beads, iron, and tobacco, he not only got their oxen for flaughter,

but their calves, cows, and flieep. And this exchange was not always with the Hot-

tentots' good will and confent, but by compulfion, and frequently by force. Befides

this, they were bafe enough to dilute the arrack with water, and thus to adulterate it.

This mode of bartering occafioned by degrees fuch a difguft, that fome of the Hot-

tentots neglected to augment their (lock, and others entirely left the places of their

refidence, and ran away ; after which they fometimes ftole cattle from the farmers,

who by degrees feized upon their land. Not long ago. Corporal Feldman procured

by barter five hundred oxen, with the greateR part of which he enriched himfelf, re-

turning only fifty into the Company's flaughter-houfe. This bartering traffic, which
was not very advantageous to the Company, but unjufi: and cruel towards the Hot-

tentots, has now quite ceafed as well in this north-wellern, as in the fouth-eaftern part

of Africa, efpecially fince the land is well peopled, and the farmers, who abound in

cattle, are now capable of delivering as many foever as may be wanted. Should fuch

traffic ever take place again, it ought to be with the Caffres and Namaquas, who are

pofienbd of a great quantity of cattle, and whofe lands have not hitherto fuffered in

the lead by the encroachments from the colonics.

From Bokke-land we faw the Roggeveld Mountains to the eaflward, and, nearer

hand, the Hantums Mountains to the northward, and Hill farther to the northward, a

range of mountains, behind which lay, according to report, an immenfe long plain

without mountains, but furnilhed with feveral falt-pans, and inhabited by Boffiiefman

Hottentots. All the above-mentioned mountains lay high, and at the top as it were of

the Bokke-land Mountains.

The Bofliiefman Hottentots inhabit the mofi indifferent, poor, bare, and cold part

of this fouthernmofl; point of Africa, towards the north and eaft from Namaquas-land,

acrofs Roggeveld, and as far as the Snow Mountains. And indeed this nation is the

pooreft: and mod deflitute of all. They have fcldom or ever any cattle, and frequently

no fixed abode, but wander about the country, and fupport themfelves by plunder and
theft. They often live without either clothes or huts ; and I was informed by fome
farmers worthy of credit, that thcfe people fometimes creep down at night into caverns

and holes in the earth, many together till the cave is full, when the upperniolt covers

himfelf with the fkin of a Daffi (cavia capcnfis), to keep out the cold and bad weather.

They are of a yellowifli brown colour, and fomcthing lefs than the Hottentots, with

very fmall and delicate limbs. The belly, which projeds extremely, conlUtutcs almoft

the whole of the man.

Thefe Boffiiefnien had, for the fpace of feveral years, molefted the colonifls here,

as likewife in Roggeveld and near the Snow Mountains, ftolen their cattle, murdered
many of the colonifls themfelves, and fet fire to their farms. At different times parties

had been fent out to difperfe them, and lafl: year in particular, three large parties had
been fent into three different quarters.

A party, confifiing of a hundred men, of which thirty-two were Chrifiians, and
the reit Hottentots in their fervice, had been fent out againft fome Namaquas Bofliief-

men, and now met us on their return. In this expedition they had killed about a

hundred, and made prifoners of twenty, chiefly finall children, fome of whom they

at this prefent jundurc had with them. It was faid, that in a fimilar expedition in

VOL. XVI, s '765,
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1765, one hundred and eighty-fix had been killed. None of the Chriftians that were

on this expedition were either killed or wounded.

The Hottentots are confidered as allies, and not fiiftered to be made flaves of;

but fuch Hottentots as are taken prifoners in war, efpecially if young, are for fome
time the property of the captor, and obliged to ferve without wages, but are not to be
difpofed of to others. If any of the colonifls take an Hottentot orphan to bring up,

it muft ferve him, it is true, without wages, till it is twenty-five years old ; but, on
arriving at that age, it is at liberty to go where it plcafes, or to continue in fervice at

a ftated falary.

Although this Bokkc-land, which alfo has the name of the Lower Bokkeveld, lies

very high, yet it is faid that fnow very feldoni falls here.

For the protection of t!ie property of the colonifls againft the ravages of the Hotten-

tots, the Company had, to the eaftward, eftablifhed feveral pofts one after another

;

but to the weftward, on the other fide of the mountain, not one was eftabliflied, al-

though it is there that fuch pofts are moft necellary and important. The farmers

towards this coaft muft therefore themfelves be armed in order to defend themfelves

againft thefe plundei'ing Bofliiefmen ; and on this occafion the more wealthy farmers

generally fupply the other with powder, ball, and men. One of the farmers is com-
monly chofen for their leader, who is then exempted from all other borough fervice.

When a large party is ftot out, the government fupplies them, on the Company's ac-

count, with brandy, hand-cufts, powder and fliot.

The Bofhiefmen exercife their violence and depredations not only on the Chriftian

colonifts, but have, previous to this, by their thefts, ruined the major part of the

Hottentot natives, many of whom have fince gone into the fervice of the colonifts.

When any ftrangers arrive at a farm, the Hottentots belonging to it always give

each of them a name luited to his appearance, profeflion, or other external cir-

eumftances ; this happened in feveral difi'erent places to me and my companions.

When we were encamped in the open air, which was frequently the cafe, and had

forgot to procure fire by means of our guns, the Hottentots made ufe of another me-
thod, which was no lefs curious than infallible. They took two pieces of hard wood,
one of which was cylindrical, and the other flat, with a hole in it ; the flat piece was
laid down on the ground, and the foot placed on one end of it to keep it faft ; after

which fome dry grafs was laid round the hole, and the cylindrical ftick being put into

the hole, it was twirled round between the hands with fuch velocity, that the friftion

arifing from it fet the grafs on fire.

when we ftewed our meat in the open field, the Hottentots would fometimes come,
after it was taken out of the pot, and firft befmear themfelves all over with the greafe,

and afterwards rub the foot of the pot all over their bodies.

The Bofliiefmen fometimes make ufe of javelins, but the ihafts are fliorter and
thicker than thofe of the Caff'res' Aflagays ; which they ufe not only to throv/, but

likewife, and indeed chiefly, for the purpofe of killing the cattle they have ftolen

;

but their principal arms, which they ufe in war and for their ov;n defence in general,

are bows and poifoned arrows, and thefe tliey are taught to handle with great dexterity.

The arrow is armed with a thin triangular piece of iron, faftened with a ftring to a

bone of a finger's length, to the end of which again is faftened a reed. This iron as

well as the bone is afterwards rubbed with poifon extracfled from ferpents. The Bofliief-

men are the molt expert markfmen of all the Hottentots, and are faid to be able to flioot

.

their arrows to the diftance of two hundred and eighty paces. They alfo know how to

avoid the arrows of others with the greateft nimblenefs and dexterity, juft as baboons

1 do



THUNBERg's .iCCOUXT OF TIIK CAPE OF GOOD HOPli. 131

do when (lones are thrown at them ; and if they could but fee the mufquet-balls of the

Europeans, they would think themfelves able to efcape them likewife. To running the

Bofhiehnen Hottentots are fo inured, as not to he excelled in it by any others ; but

can alniofl hold out longer than a horfe. On the level plains they are eafily overtaken

by a man on horfeback; but very feldom if the road be flony, and never in moun-
tainous places.

They can endure hunger a longer time; but when they have a plentiful fupply, will

eat fo immoderately as to diftend their bellies to an amazing fize. When oppreffed by
hunger, they tie a belt round their bodies, which they gradually draw tighter, till the

navel is brought clofe to the back-bone.

When a Bofhiefman has caught a ferpent, and killed it, he does not, according to

report, cut oif its head, but bites it off, and then cutting out the veficle containing

the poifon, dries it in the fun till it becomes viicid and tough, and then mixes it with

the juice of a poifonous tree (frequently the cejirum vencnatuni)^ which makes the

poifon adhere the falter to the arrow.

The Hottentots and Bofhiefmen are faid to fortify themfelves againft poifoned darts

and the bite of venomous animalr, by fuffering themfelves to be gradually bitten by
ferpents, fcorpions, and other venomous creatures, till they become accuftomed to it

;

but thefe trials fometimes coft them their lives. The urine of an Hottentot thus pre-

pared is efleemed an excellent antidote or counterpoifon, and is therefore drunk by
fuch as have been bitten by ferpents.

When it thunders, the I3o{hiefmen are very angry and curfe bitterly, thinking that

the ftorm is occafioned by fome evil being.

Poifonous bulbous plants (Giftbolles, Amaryllis dijiicha), grow in feveral places com-
mon, with their beautiful clufters of flowers. The root, which is poifonous, is almoft

as big as one's fift. The Hottentots ufe it chiefly for poifoning the arrows with which

they flioot the fmaller kind of game, fuch as Spring-bucks {capra pygargiis) and the

like. Thofe bulbs that grow in the fliade are thought to poficfs a flronger poifon than

thofe which are expofed to the fun.

On the following days v/e rode along Bokke-land to Hantum. The country in-

clined gently and gradually towards it. The Hantum country began with fcattered

ridges of mountains ; farther up the country fl:ood a high mountain, which was more
particularly called Hantum Mountain, and had a cut, or open cleft, through which

we rode. The mountain wa& fmooth and level at the top, and in height appeared

equal to Rogge-veld.

After we had got to the end of Bokke-land, the country grew, the farther we tra-

velled, a drier Carrow, with confiderable rivers, which had flill btackifli water in them,

but in fummer are quite dried up.

In Hantum we pafled Van Rhen's grazing farm, near Riet-fontein, and afterwards

rode by Hendrik Lau's grazing farm, to Abraham van Wyk's farm. This Van Wyk
was a lufty, fat man ; as foon as the dogs, by their barking, announced the arrival of

fl:rangers, he ftood at the door to bid us welcome. My fellow-traveller and I were not

a little furprifed, in a country fo extremely barren, and through which we hnd tra-

velled feveral days without feting a fmgle living creature, now to find fo lully and cor-

pulent a man, and one that did fo much credit to his keeper.

In this tradl we found the fungus we had fo long fought and wiflied to fee (Jjydnora

Africana), which without doubt is one of the ijioll extraordinary plants that have been

dii'covered of late years. It always grows under the branches of the flirub euphorbia

s 2 tirucalU
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iirucalli, and upon its roots. The lower part of it, which is the fruit, is eaten by the

Hottentots, Viverrae, foxes and other animals.

On the 13th we proceeded to Chriftian Bock's; and.

On the 14th, to Rhonnoltcr llivicr, where we were obliged to unyoke our cattle and

{lay all night ; although a lion had two days before killed a zebra near this fpot, which

it had not yet had time to devour.

The lions have their haunts in every part of thefe mountains ; and are, on account

of the farmers' herds of cattle, as difagreeable neighbours as the Bofliiefmen. And
indeed there were feveral people here who had been in danger from thefe dreadful

beads of prey. Amongft others was mentioned a farmer of the name of Korf, who
lived not far oft".

A lion had ftationed itfelf amongft the rufhes of a rivulet that ran near the farm, fo as

to deter the fervants from going to fetch water, or tend the cattle. The farmer himfelf

therefore, accompanied by a few terrified Hottentots, refolved to attack it, and endea-

vour to drive it away. But as it lay concealed in the thick ruflies, he could not fee

to take aim, but was obliged to fire feveral fhot at random into the rulhes. The lion,

enraged at this, rulhed out upon the farmer, who, having fired his piece, was now quite

defencelefs, and at the fame time defcrted by his fugitive Hottentots. As foon as the

lion had laid hold of him, he plucked up courage, and thrufh one of his hands down
the lion's throat, which faved him from being torn to pieces, till at length he fainted

away from lofs of blood. After this the lion left him, and retreated into the ruflies

again for a few days. When the farmer at laft recovered, he found that he was not

only terribly wounded in his fides by the lion's talons, but one of his hands was fo

much torn and lacerated by the animal's teeth, that there were no hopes of its being

healed. On entering the houfe and being a little revived, he took an axe in his hand,

laid the wounded hand on a block, put the' axe on it, and ordered one of his fervants to

ftrike the axe with a club. Having thus cut off his own hand, he dreffed it M'ith cow-

dung, and tied a bladder over it, and at length healed the wounds with the ufual falve,

made of a deco(5lion of odoriferous herbs, lard, and a little wax.

I heard another anecdote of an old farmer, who, together with his fon, had gone out

in order to drive away a lion from his farm. The lion had fuddenly leaped upon the

old man's back, and in that fituation, before it had had time to kill him, was fhot dead

by the fon.

Another inftance was related to me of the widow of one Wagenaar, near the Snow
Mountains, who had gone out to fcare a lion away from her cattle ; when the beaft

feizing on her, firfl: ate off one of her arms, and at length, when flie fainted, devoured

her head. After this it had like>vife devoured a Hottentot maid-fervant, who had ran

to her miftrefs's afliftance. The children who had feen this fliocking fight through the

crevices of the door, dug themfelves out through theearth under the back wall of the

houfe, and from thence ran away to the neareft farm.

From this dangerous place we went to Daunis, where the fettlement had been

deflroyed by the Bofliiefmen by fire, and the owner with his people forced to run
away.

The country here was level, with feveral mountains running north- eafl: and fouth-

wefl:. Direftly before us lay the Rogge-veld mountains.

Moorwotel Tan umbelliferous plant_) was alfo fpoken of here as a root, from which,

with water and honey, the Hottentots prepare an intoxicating liquor. This root is faid

to be taken up principally in the months of November and December.
On
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On the 15th we rode along Drooge Rivier, where we were informed by two farmers

who overtook us, that a lion had followed our track tlic day before, but, on feeing fome

fheep, had turned about in purfuit of theiu.

On the 1 6th we travelled along the foot of the Rogge-veld mountains, and then,

through a valley formed by them, called Port, and at laft went up the mountain to

Wilhelm Stcnkamp's farm.

Here the country was called the Lowermofl: Rogge-veld, not becaufe it lies lower than

the other Rogge-velds (Rye-fields), but becaufe it lies fartheft from the Cape. Thefe

as well as the others have been fo named from a kind of rye which grows wild here in

abundance near the bufhes.

The winter is very cold, with froft and fnow, for which reafon no cattle can be kept

here, inftead of which they are driven down to Carrow. The fettlers in the lowermoft

Roggeveld, who are in pofl'eflion of good houfes, fometimes pafs the winter there ; but

thole who live in the middle Rogge-veld always remove from thence.

The whole country is deflitute of wood, and has only a few fmall fhrubs and bufhes

of the Mefembryanthemum, Ptcronia, Stoebe kinds, and a few others, fuch as Othon-

nas, &;c. The country produces good fodder for fheep and horfes only, of which there

are great numbers, but very little horned-cattle, on mofl of the facms.

The uppermofl Itratum of this mountain is fand-flone, which is hard, and breaks in

large pieces, and very fit for building of houfes. The middle ftratum is flate, which

may be dilcerned in the clefts, and this bed is wider than the former. The lo.vermofl

flratum is red fand and clay, interfperfed with round ftones of different fizes.

Rogge-veld is a mountain which has been inhabited by the colonifts for thefe thirty

years paff. It confifts of eminences and valleys, antl has no ridges of any remarkable

height, fo that it cannot be called level, but hilly.

The farms are not fituated far up the country, but near the edges of the fummit of

the mountain and all along it, fo that the part inhabited is yet very fmall.

The foil in the lowermoft Rogge-veld is a dark brown mould, intermixed with a

fmall quantity of loofe and brittle clay. It does not rain either at Rogge-veld or at

Camdebo in w inter, but only in fpriiig and fummer ; and the rain is then always accom-

panied with thunder-florms.

On the 1 8th we proceeded to Jacob Lane's; and,

On the 20th, to Adrian Laue's farm. From the edge of the fummit of the moun-
tain here we faw the Carrow lying underneath us, as alfo Windhoek, Mafkamraa, the

Table Mountains near Olyfant's Rivier, the cold Bokkevelds, and Roode Zands Win-
terhoek, all in a row.

The Roode Zand and Bokkeveld Mountains were lower than Roggeveld. Carrow
lay between thefe, higher than that Carrow-field which we had paffed through between

Olyfant's Rivier and Bokke-land, and alnioft as high as Maikanima and the Bokke-
land mountains.

On the 21 ft we came to Gert van Wyk's.
The above-mentioned farms were always fituated in valleys between the heights.

Although tlie fummer drew near, it was very cold, and froze at nights. The after-

noon's bieeze alfo was always cold.

On the 23d we arrived at Thomas Nel's farm •, and afterwards to Adrian van Wyk's,
near the edge of the top of tlie mountain, where a trcmenduoufly deep valley extends

down to Carruw ; from hence a road leads to Carrow and Moftert'- Ho k.

Here I faw a Hottentot female fervant that was born with the left arm imperfect, and
ending near the elbow. The mother was for murdering this child at the birth, accord-

3 i"S
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to the cuflom of the Hottentots (it being a cripple), but was prevented by a humane
colonifl..

I was furprifed to find that the Hottentots, who were in the fervice of the farmers,

and were moftly naked, could endure the cold here fo well. They had no other cover-

ing than a fiieep-fkin about their backs; the woolly fide being worn next to the fkin in

the winter, and the fniooth fide in the fummer. It was but leldom that they had fhocs

to their feet. It fometimes happens, however, that they are frozen to death.

It is a cuftom with the Hottentots in thefe parts, to bury their dead in the clefts of

the mountains ; and fuch as fell into a fwoon, had the hard fate to be buried imme-

diately. Wild cucumbers is the name given to the Coloquintida (curumis colocynthis).

They were faid to be eaten by the Hottentots, and even by the colonifls, after being

pickled with vinegar, although they tafte very bitter. The flieep feed eagerly on them.

The^ape/ia articulata repens, a thick plant without leaves, is eaten by the Hottentots,

as alfo by the colonifls, after being pickled in the fame manner as cucumbers.

Karre-hout (^rhus) is a kind of wood which the Hottentots in this part of the country

ufed for making bows.

The road all over Roggeveld was rough, and full of round and fharp loofe ftones.

The Spring-bok comes hither fometimes from the interior parts, and goes as far as

the Bokkevelds, or fomewhat farther. At the expiration of a certain number of years

they emigrate in the fame manner as the Lemmings in Swedifli Lapland, arriving in

troops of millions, and going in a long field one after the other, eating away all the

herbage wherever they pafs, and fuftering nothing to obftrufl: them on their march.

If any of them bring forth on the road, they leave their young behind. If ahy of the

farmers fire amongft them, they continue their route neverthelefs without interruption,

and are not even intimidated by lions and other beafts of prey, who follow the herd,

and make great havock amongft them. After they have paffed through any farmer's

grounds, hardly any thing is left for his cattle to eat, nor any water to drink. The
corn-fields muft be watched night and day, otherwife they would entirely deftroy the

corn, and the farmers would be reduced to want.

On the 24th, we came to a fpring in the open field, where we encamped all night

;

and,

On the 25th, we crofled the mountain to Paul Kerfte's, near Kreutsfontein. In the

afternoon, when we were ready to fet o.ut from hence, and our horfes were faddled,

mv horfe had the misfortune to be bitten in the breaft by a ferpent, as they were water-

ing him at the brook juft below the farm. In confequence of this his whole foot grew
ftift" and fwelled as I rode on, and the fwelling increafed to fuch a degree, that, before

I had got a ftone's-throw from the farm, he could proceed no farther, and I was obliged

to leave him on the fpot. A fmall ferpent, not quite fix inches long, which was laid

to be very venomous, and was found here in abundance, was fuppofed to be the per-

petrator of this njifchief.

Here began the middle RoggeVeld, which was only divided from the former by
means of a few mountainous rjdges.

On the 26th, wc arrived at Cornelius Kutfe's.

His fon had a fhort time before been bitten in the' hand by a venomous ferpent. His

hand had been fcarified immediately, and a cupping-glafs ajplied, in order to extract

the poifon from it. After this it was ftccped in a folution of vitriol, which was faid

to have been rendered quite black by it. An onion was next applied, and afterwards

turtle-blood. This latter, when laid on the wound in a dry ftate, was faid to difiblve

and
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and turn to a fluid blood, that exhibited figns of eftervefcence , as the poifon of ferpents

has a ftronger attraction for turtle-blood than for human blood, fo as to attract the

poifon to itfelf.

Every farmer travelling from Roggeveld to the Cape through Moftert's Hoek, pays

annually a certain fum towards repairing the roads. The farmers who live far up the

country, have generally the misfortune to be poorer, and to be fubject to greater ex-

pence than others.

We fell in here with another party, that had been in purfuit of the Bofliiefmen quite

up into Roggeveld. This party confided of about ninety odd perfons, of whom forty-

fevcn were Chriflians. They had killed and taken prifoners nearly two hundred and

thirty Bofliierinen. One of the colonifts had been fliot in the knee with an arrow,

which had coit him his life. The third detachment, which had been fent to the Snow
Mountains, had killed four hundred Bofhiefmen ; of this party feven had been wounded
by arrows, but none died.

It fometimes happens, that the Bofliiefmen take away at once the farmer's whole

herd whilfl grazing, and frequently even kill the herdfmen. They afterwards drive

their bootv higher up into the country, night and day, as fafl: as they can, till they ar-

rive at a place where they think themfelves perfeftly fecure. What they cannot take

with them they kill with their javelins ; and, in their flight, place fpies on the heights

of the mountains, to look out carefully, and fee whether they are purfued by the co-

lonifts. Thefe fpies are relieved by others, and give intelligence if the party is pur-

fued ; in which cafe, they all hide themfelves. if poflible, in the mountains. In their

flight they kill, roafl:, and eat by turns. When they have fl:olen a confiderable num-
ber of cattle, and are arrived at fome place where they think themfelves tolerably fe-

cure, they encamp there with their cattle, and make huts (Kraals) of mefembryanthc-

mum buflies or of mats, in which they live together as long as their food lafl:s. The
detachment had feen one of thefe Kraals or encampments formed of huts in two rows,

like a village, in which they had counted on one fide upwards of fifty huts, from which

all the Bofliiefmen have removed.

In Roggeveld alone the Bofliiefmen had, in the lafl: two years, flolen more than

ten thoufand fliecp, befides oxen, and murdered many of the colonilts, their flaves,

and Hottentots.

When the Bofliiefmen are purfued by the colonifts on horfeback, they retreat to the

mountains, where, like baboons, they poll: themfelves on the edges of the fummitsand
in the inaccefllble places, and are always afraid of the plains. They fometimes creep

into the clefts, and from thefe bulwarks let fly their arrows.

The weapons with which they defend themfelves againfl their enemies, are bows and
poifoned arrows. By way of defence againfl: thefe, the colonifts caufe a Ikin to beheld
before them, in which the arrows ftick fafl:, that frequently comfe like a fliower of rain.

The Bofliiefmen, when they perceive that their arrows do not penetrate, do not fire a

fecond volley. A Bofliicfman who is mortally wounded by a ball, is never found either

crying or lamenting in any fliape whatever.

Thefe people firlt chew Canna {incfanbryanthemum\ and afterwards finoke it. They
befmear themfelves with greafy fubftanccs, and over that with red chalk ; in times of

fcarcity they feed on ferpents, lizards, the flefli of zebras, lions, and baboons, upon
bulbous roots, ants' eggs, &c.
On the 29th we rode along Vifch Rivier paft Olivier's farm, to Jacobus Theron's.

A misfortune, vhicii I ieafl expeded on a fmof)th and plain road, attended me how-
ever this day. Through the carcleflhefs of my Hottentots, who drove againfl a ftone

that
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that lay In the road, my cart overturned, the tilt over it was torn afunder, and many
of my boxes and packets of herbs were loft.

I here faw necklaces and ornaments for the waift, which the Hottentots had made
of the fhells of oftriches' eggs, ground in the form of fmall round rings, and which

made a very fine appearance.

The cold in this Roggeveld is very intenfe in winter, and fnow falls with froft.

The formers, therefore, live here only a few months in the year, viz. from Odober to

May ; build here their houfes and fow their wheat, which they are obliged to leave to

the mercy of the Bofliief-men, during the time that they remove down to the Carrow-

field below, where it rains certain months in the year, fo that they can remain there

with their cattle till the approaching dry feafon obliges them to remove up the moun-
tain to Roggeveld again.

On the ift of December, we travelled farther on to Efterhuyfen's farm, where we
were obliged to ftay a couple of days, on account of the ftormy inclement weather,

which continued with froft, rain, hail, and fnow, for the fpace of twenty-four hours,

and not only confined us to our room, but obliged us to put on our great-coats, as a

defence againft fuch an unexpected and unufual degree of cold, which was partly oc-

cafioned by the height of the mountains, and partly by the violence of the north and

north-weft winds.

The mountain, compared to the Carrow-field below, was at leaft as high as Table

Mountain is at the Cape, and a high road for carriages runs from hence to Carrow.

On the 3d, in the morning, we fet out from this cold place to go dovm the mountain,

and could not, as we had wifhed, continue our journey farther up Roggeveld, as our

beafts were too poor and too tender-footed to continue longer on this fharp and rugged

mountain.

In the morning when we fet out, the ice ftill lay on the fummit of the mountain, as

far as to its very edges, of the thicknefs of a rix-dollar.

•The road down the mountain lay over feveral fteep heights and abrupt declivities,

like very high and broad fteps, for which reafon not only the two hind-wheels were

obliged to be locked, but the waggon itfelf to be held faft by the Hottentots, by

means of ropes, in order to prevent it from overfetting and falling down upon the oxen.

The uppermoft declivity was the fteepeft, and called (Uytkyk) Look-out, on account

of the extenfive view it commanded ; the other was called Maurice's Heights.

"While we were on the heights of the mountain, it was intenfely cold ; but the lower

we defcended the calmer and warmer the air became, till in about three hours time we
got down to Carrow, when the heat began to grow intolerable.

We had now before us a very large and extenfive field in the dry and barren Carrow
to traverfe, before we could reach an inhabited place. We had therefore fupplied our-

felves at the laft farm with as much provifion as was necefl;\ry for a few days, and with

this fet out on our journey through a fcorching defart, fo deftitute of water that even a

fparrow could not fubfift in it, and fo devoid of every living creature, that only a few

rats were to be feen here and there in holes in the earth, which probably find, in the

fucculent leaves of the Ihrubs in thefe parts, fomewhat that ferves both to appeafe their

hunger and quench their thirft.

Sun-rife called forth every morning thefe earth -rats, whofe nefts always ran flanting

downwards, with their entrance facing the eaft. We tried to flioot fome of them as they

popped their heads out, but found them, to our great furprife as well as difappoint-

ment, inexpreftibly quick in withdrawing into their holes as foon as they faw the flafh

of the pan. 1 tried feveral times with an excellent gun to hit one of them, but found

it
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it iiTipra£licable, till I fell upon the method of putting a piece of paper before the pan,

which prevented them from feeing the flafh of the prime.

On the 4th, fetting out from Meyburg's farm, which lay at the foot of the moun-
tain, we came to Goudbloom's Klool, and, on the 5th, through fmaller valleys to the

River of Misfortune (Ongeluck's Rivier), fo called on account of a farmer having been
quite eaten up here by a lion. Hete we refted two days, waiting for the arrival of a farmer

who was going to the Cape, and who had promifed to afiiil us with his oxen acrofs the

dryefl; of all the Carrows which lay before us. But as he did not arrive according to

his promife, and this "baiting-place was fuch that both man and beaft ran the nW not

only of ftarving for want of food, but likeuife of dying of thirll, we were obliged to

ufe all our efforts, and on the 7th, from eleven o'clock at night to the next morning,

make a long journey to a little rivulet that ran before a mountain called Paardeberg,

which was fmall and folitary.

The traft of country which we had left behind us was full of fmall mountains and
ridges of mountains, fome iletached, others conne{fted together, and running weft-

north-wefl towards Roggeveld and the Bokkeveld Mountains. The fmall quantity of

water which was here to be found in a very few places and in fmall cavities was not only

fait, but likewife fo thick and turbid with, clay and other impurities, that we were
obliged to lay a handkerchief over it, in order to fuck a little of it into our mouths.

There is another road indeed farther down, which is lefs mountainous and fmoother,

but at the fame time alfo affords lefs water.

On the Sth we paffed the above-mentioned Paardeberg, in our way to Dorn Rivier.

Hitherto the Carrow had, with a few exceptions, led down wiih a gradual defcent all

over its furface, inclining from the Roggeveld to the Bokkeveld mountains, and was
almolt every-where free from bufhes.

On the 9th we left the Dorn Rivier, and taking the road through the valley formed

by the mountains between Carrow and Bokkeveld, arrived at lall at a fettlement and
farm belonging to Vander Mervel's widow.

This good houfewife ufed a curious method of feparating lentils from the wheat with

which they were mixed. She threw it all to her fowls, who carefully picked up
every grain of wheat, and left the lentils behind untouched.

The leaves of the itidigoferaarborea were boiled, and the decoftion was faid to be a

good remedy againfl the gravel and ftone.

The ftratain the mountains, as they were feen in the valleys, inclined very much here,

and were even Angularly crooked. The ridge of mountixins alfo inclined here confider-

ably to the eaftvvard.

On the I ith we departed from hence, having firfl bought a large ram, which we
falted in its own (kin. Our route continued till we arrived at a place called Vcrkeerde

Valley, which is one of the pleafantcll fpots I have feen in the whole country. It is

lituated between two rows of mountains, with great plenty of grafs, and a fen abound-
ing in water, almoft like a fmall lake. As we wanted Icifure to infped and look after

our colledions, and our cattle flood in greater need of refi; and refrefhment, we agreed

to remain in this pleafant though uninhabited fpot for a few days, and eat our lalted

mutton in folitude.

On the 14th we paffed through a valley in the mountains, called (Straat) Street, to

De Vos's eftate, near Hex Rivier.

We were now returned, as 1 may fay, to Chriflcndom, or to thofe trads in which
the fettlements lay clofcr to each other ; after having, for the fpace of feveral weeks, for
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the moft part wandered in defarts, often encamped in the open air, and in the mofl dan-

gerous places, and fcveral times been in want of the neceffaries of hfe.

Near this farm a branch of Hex Rivier takes its rife in the mountains, which branch

unites within the vale with the larger branch that runs here, and likewife fprings out of

the mountains.

On the 1 6th we rode paft Jordan's farm to Van de Mervel's eflate, and

On the 17th, through Hex Rivier's Kloof to Roode Zand.

Hex Rivier's Kloof has no heights, is quite level and fmooth, and we were obliged

to crofs the ftream feveral times. On the tops of the mountains which flood on each

fide, there ftill lay a great deal of fnow or hail.

Roode Katt is the name here given to a kind of red lynx, with long locks of hair at

the extremities of its ears, and the tip of its tail black. Pennant calls it a Perfian Cat,

and Buffon Caracal. Hift. Nat. de Quadr. tom. ix. tab. 24. The Ikin of it was faid

by the farmers to be very efficacious as a difcutient, when applied to parts affeded with

cold or rheumatifm.

In the mountains, between the clefts of the naked rock, refides a kind of jumping

rat (^jerboa capenfis)^ which the farmers confidered as a fpecies of hare, and called it

Berghaas or Springhaas. This animal is of a curious make ; its fore-feet being extreme-

ly fhort, but the hind-feet nearly as long as the whole body, which enables the creature

to leap to a furprifing diftance.

The ftrata of the mountains were fometimes wreathed, and fometimes very much
inclined.

The ridge of mountains therefore which we had to pafs through, was, all the way
from Carrow-field hither to the outlet of Hex Rivier near Roode Zand, very broad,

interfered with narrower valleys both length-ways and acrofs.

From Roode Zand we took the ufuai way through its Kloof, which has a confidera-

ble eminence that mufl be croffed j but the reft of the road runs along the fide of the

mountain.

Roode Zand is, as it were, the key to the whole country behind the chain of moun-
tains which run acrofs the whole point. Moft of the fanners therefore, who travel

annually to the Cape, pafs this way, except thofe who take the road acrofs Hottentot's

Holland. On this occafion a furgeon had eftabliflied hinifelf at Roode Zand, and fet

up a fmall apothecary's fliop, which brought him in a handfome income. The medi-

cines were all well paid for, infomuch that a purging powder did not coft lefs than half

a rix dollar. Sometimes they brought the fick hither, as well colonifts as flaves, and

left them under the furgeon's care till their return. Several in the abundance of their

friendftiip endeavoured to perfuade me to eftablifh myfelf here. But the love I bore to

botany and my native country, prevented me from accepting the offer.

Riebeck Cafteel was now obferved to extend M'ith a long tail much lower than the

mountain itfelf, towards the fouth-eaft.

We took our route afterwards paft Paardeberg through Koopman's Rivier, a rivulet,

which is a branch of Berg Rivier, and farther through Burger's drift acrofs Berg Rivier,

and paft Elfis Kraal to the Cape, where I arrived fafe and iound on the 29th of Decem-
ber, with a heart filled with thexieepcft adoration of that Divine Being, which, during

my three years travels in this country, had not only preferved my life and health, but

alfo permitted me to make feveral ufeful difcovcries in it, to his glory, and the future

benefit of mankind.

The
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The Cape, 1775.

HOTTENTOTS is the common denomination of all thofe nations which inhabit the

fouthern angle of Africa, and are extended on each fide of the Cape of Good Hope.
How far the country of thefe people extends is not yet accurately known : but though
they are divided into a multitude of tribes, which difier from one another in many re-

fpecls, yet it is clearly to be perceived that they all originate from one and the fame
ftock ; and that they differ widely from the negroes and Moors who inhabit the other

coafts of Africa.

The Hottentots in general are Hiort, efpecially the women, although fome among them
are found that are five or fix foot high. Their colour is neither black nor white, but

yellowifh ; and their exterior black appearance is owing to the filth which adheres to

their bodies in confequence of their befmearing themfelves.

The form and lineaments of the face characterize this as well as other nations. Their

cheek-bones are very prominent, which makes them always appear meagre and lean
j

the nofe is flattened towards the root, and thick and blunt at the tip, but not very

fhort ; their lips are rather thick, their hair jet-black like fpun wool, and feldom thick,

more frequently thin, refembling the nap upon cloth. They have very little hair upon
their chin and privy parts. The fpine in particular is very much bent, fo that I never
faw any one fo hollow-backed as the Hottentots. I have feen fome of them whofe
backs were bent in, and their buttocks projed to fuch a degree, that two people might
fit on them. And although the Hottentots are very lean, yet the conftant praftice of

befmearing themfelves diftends their Ikln, and efpecially the women's breafls, to an

inconceivable degree, fo that in this particular, they can challenge all other nations.

The Bofhiefmen have more prominent bellies than the reft.

The patriarchal form of government has from time immemorial exifted amongft them,

and ftill obtains with many ; and this has been the origin of the many larger and
fmaller tribes and families, into which they formerly were, and their furvivors ftill are,

divided. Such tribes formerly Were the Gunjemans, Kokoquas, Suftaquas, Odiquas,

Chirigriquas, Koopmans, Heifaquas, Sonquas, Dunquas, Damaquas, Gauris, Atta-

quas, Heykoms, Houteniquas, and Camtours Hottentots, of which few exift at prefent

;

and fuch at this time are the little and great Namaquas, Gonaquas, Caffres, Bofliies-

men, &c. Of thefe probably fome may in former times have been fubdivided into ftill

fmaller tribes.

The Hottentots love filth in the higheft degree ; they befmear their bodies with fat

and greafy fubftances, over which they rub cow-dung, fat, and fimilar fubftances. By
this means the pores are ftoppcd up and the fkin covered Vvith a furface, which defends

them in fummer againft the fcorching heat of the fun, and from the cold in winter.

Amongft their ointments they mix the powder of a ftrong fmelling herb, which they

call Bucku, (a fpecies of diofma, frequently the pidehella), and which gives them fo

difagreeable, lb fetid, and at the fame time fo rank an odour, that I fometimcs could

not bear the fmell of the Hottentots that drove my waggon.
Their drefs is very fimple, moft of them wear a flieep's fkin thrown acrofs the flioul-

ders, and another over their loins, the hairy fide being worn next the body in winter,

and the other fide in fummer. Thefe flieep-ikins prepared, cover the body behind,

but leave it almoft entirely naked before. The women, by way of covering, ufe a ftiort,

fquar«, and fometimes a double piece of fkin, that reaches half way down their thiglis,

and the men a cafe of fox's fkin, like a purfe, tied with a thong about their bodies.

T 2 The



140 THUNBERG S ACCOUNT OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

The Gonaquas Hottentots and Caffres ufe fuch a drefs of calf-(kin, and their chiefs of

tigcr-fkin.

Their legs are bare, and their feet for the mod part without fhoes ; but round rings

made of the hides of animals adorn their legs, efpecially thofe of the women, from the

inllep to the calf of the leg, and prevent them from being bitten by ferpents. In time

of need they likewife ferve them for food, when they broil thefe rings and eat them.

Their heads are frequently without any covering at all ; but fometimes they wear

a conical (kin-cap, and the women in fome places make ufe of a broad wreath of buf-

falo's (kin, ornamented with fmall fhells.

Their necks and waifts are ornamented with different coloured glafs beads, which

they procure by barter from the Europeans. To the necklace they fometimes fallen a-

turtle-fliell, in which they keep Bucku. The Caffres put porcupine's quills into their

ears (bvjfrix), and fome of the women that live farthell to the eaflward, ufe ear-rings

of copper, to fet off their brown beauty.

The Caffres wear ivory rings, and frequently feveral of them on the left arm ; and
fome, in default of thefe, wear rings of brafs or iron. All the Hottentots, but more
efpecially the Caffres, fet a great value upon fliining plates of copper, brafs, or iron,

which they hang in their hair, or on other parts of the body.

They are all graziers, except the Bofliiefmen, and are fometimes in poffeffion of

numerous herds of cattle, efpecially the Caffres and Namaquas people, upon whofe
domains the Europeans have not yet been able to make any encroachments. Thefe
fubfifl on their flocks and herds, and hunt different wild beafts, efpecially buffalos and
wild goats of various forts (fometimes very large ones), with fea-cows and elephants.

They live befides on the roots of feveral plants, fuch as Irifas, Ixias, Moreas, Gladio-

lufes, and others, the beans of tht guajacam a/rum, &c. The men ufe likewife cow's

milk, which they milk themfelves, and the women fheep's milk. To quench their

third, they moftly drink water, milk and water, and when urged by neceility, chew
Mefembryanthemums, Albucas, and other fucculent herbs. The men's bufmefs is to

go to war, hunt, milk, kill the cattle, and fabricate arms ; the women's, to look after

the children, fetch wood, dig up bulbous roots, and drefs the viduals. The meat is

eaten both roaffed and boiled, but for the mod part half raw, without fait, fpices, or

bread. They make a fire by rubbing two pieces of hard wood quickly againft each
other.

The Caffres are the only people in this part of Africa that apply themfelves in the

lead to agriculture. They cultivate Caffre-corn (Holcus), beans, hemp, &c. The
red do not till the earth at all, except fome few who now and then fow a handful of
hemp.

Their huts are built with fprays of trees, which are fixed in the ground, and bent in

arches, fo as to make the hut round at top, and about four feet high. Thefe are after-

wards covered with mats made of rudies, and on one fide an opening about two feet

high is left at bottom, which ferves the double purpofe of a door and chimney, the fire-

place being near the opening. Such huts as thefe, built in a circle of a greater or

fmaller extent according to circumdanccs, form a village, within which the cattle, at

lead the flieep, are kept in the night, and fecured from beads of prey. As long as

the grafs lads on the fpot, they live there without removing ; but as foon as it fails or

any one dies, the whole village removes to another place ; fo that the Hottentots, Hke
the Laplanders and Arabians, are Nomades, or wandering fliepherds. A few of them
live together in one of thefe huts, and lie coiled up with their knees drawn up to their

heads, difperfed around the internal walls of it.

6 The
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The language, which frequently Is almoft the only thing that diftinguiflies the indo-

lent Hottentots from the brute creation, is poor, unlike any other in the world, is

pronounced with a clack of the tongue, and is never written.

With rcl'peci: to houfehoki furniture, tliey have little or none. The fame drefs that

covers a part of their body by day, ferves them alfo for bedding at night. Their
vidluals are boiled in leathern facks and water, with flones made red-hot, but fome-
times in earthen pots. Milk is kept in leathern facks, bladders of animals, and bafkets

made of platted rufhes, perfectly water-tight. Thefe, a tobacco-pouch of {kin, a
tobacco-pipe of ftone or wood, and their weapons, conflitute the whole catalogue of
their effects. Their defenfive weapons againll their enemies and wild bcafts confift of
darting-flicks ' Kirris), javelins (Ailagay), and bows with poifcned arrows.

To the ufe of intoxicating fubftances they are much addicted. From a decoction of

certain indigenous roots and honey, they prepare an inebriating kind of mead. They
are very fond of arrack and brandy, and take delight in fmoaking tobacco, either

pure, or mixed with hemp, and, when they cannot procure thefe, wild Dakka
(Phlolmisj, or the dung of the two-horned rhinoceros, or of elephants. The inhabitants

of the fouthern part of Africa contra<Et marriage early, and with little ceremony. When
the fuitor has made his intentions known, and obtained the girl's and her parents'

confent, a day is fixed lor the wedding, which is folemnized by the pried belonging to

the village, who befprinkles the bride and bridegroom with his urine. After that an
ox or fheep is killed, according to the circumltances of the parties, and the company
entertained ; the men and women fitting in feparate circles, according to their cultom,
and always fquat on their heels, as they have neither chairs nor fofas. One circum-
ftance, however, attending their weddings is highly laudable, which is, that though
at other times they are much given to drunkennefs, they never drink on this occafion

;

neither do they dance and play upon mufical inflruments.

To their new-born children they give a name, which is generally that of fome wild
or domeflic animal.

A youth is not fuffered to marry till he is made a man, which is at the age of eigh-

teen ; when the viliage-mafler of the ceremonies befprinkles him with urine, and
feparates him from that time forward from his mother and other women.

Formerly the Hottentots, according to Kolbe, ufed caftration. This operation was
generally performed, the left tefUcIe being cut out, that they might not beget twins,

and that they might be enabled to run with greater c; le.

A Hottentot fometimes takes two wives, and it trcquently happens that a woman
marries two hufbands, although adultery under certain circumitances is punifhed with
death. A widow, who marries a fecond time, mult have the top joint of a finger cut

off, and loofes another joint for the third, and fo on for each time that fhe enters into

wedlock.

Idlencfs is fo predominant among the greateft part of the Hottentots, that few of the

brutes furpafs them in that vice. Some fleep out all their time, and are only awakened
by the urgent calls of hunger, that forces them at length to rife and feek for food.

When they have killed any wild animal, they lay thcmielves round a fire in common,
to broil their meat, eat, and fleep by turns, as long as there is any thing left to eat,

and till hunger drives them from it again.

In confequence of this extreme fupinenefs tliey have little or no religion. It fhould
feem indeed that they were not entirely ignorant of the exiftence of a powerful Supreme
Being, and they appear alfo to acknowledge the immortality of the foul after its iepara-
tion from the body j but they have no temples, pay no kind of worlliip to any divinity,

aiu'i
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and give thenifclves no thought about rewards or punifhments after death. They have

much clearer notions of an evil fpirit, whom they fear, believing him to be the occafion

of fickr.efs, death, thunder, and every calamity that befalls them.

At the new and full moon they dance and make merry ; but it does not appear very

probable that their rejoicing thus is any kind of religious ceremony, or that they worfhip

the moon.

A fmall infed;, an inconfiderable grafshopper {^mantis faujld), is by many confidered

as an animal of a fortunate omen ; but I never found that any worfliip was paid to it,

nor could 1 learn it with a certainty from others.

Circumcifion is a ceremony ufed by many, and may probably be of high antiquity,

although not commonly praftifed at prefent.

Several barbarous ufages and cuftoms are ftill to be found amongfl: thofe who live in

their native ftate of wildnefs, and without intercourfe with the Chriftians. Old and

fuperannuated perfons are buried, alive, or elfe carried away to fome cleft in the moun-
tains, with provifion for a few days, where they are either ftarved to death, or fall a

prey to fome wild beaft.

In like manner, children are expofed and left to their fate on various occafions ; as

for inftance, when a woman dies, either during her lying-in, or immediately after it,

the child in fuch cafes is buried along with the mother, as no one can bring up amongfl

people who have no notion of nurfes. If a woman brings forth twins, and thinks her-

felf not able to rear them both, one of them is expofed. If they are both boys, the

ftrongeft and moft healthy is kept : if one of them is a girl, it is her lot to be expofed

;

as is likewife the fate of any one that comes a cripple into the world.

Such as live near the European colonifts, bury their dead in the ground, while

others lay them in the clefts of mountains or in caves. The corpfe being taken out of

the hut through a hole in the fide, and not through the door, is wrapped up in the

Iheep-fkin drefs the defunft wore while living, and is carried away in hand by three

or four bearers. A proceflion of men and women in two feparate bodies follows with

loud cries ; after which, if the deceafed was a perfon of any property, fome animal is

killed and eaten.

They are very fuperftitious, and put great faith in witch-craft. If any one falls fick,

they think that he has been bewitched ; and confequently fliriek and pommel him with

their fills, in"* order to keep life in him, or make him well. If he dies, their cries

increafe, the corpfe is buried in a few hours, and the whole village removes to fome
other place.

The eldefl fon is fole heir to his father's property.

In arts and fcienccs they are as rude and uncultivated as they are in every other re-

fpeft. The CaflVcs are the only tribe among them that till the ground at all. The
major part of them have herds of cattle. Some have neither houfe nor home, nor

indeed any fixed abode whatever. The Nanuquas Hottentots, who, in their country,

have mountains that produce copper and iron ore, know how to extraft thefe metals

in the moft fimple manner, which they afterwards forge for ufe. Their traffic is not

extenfive : indeed it confifts only in bartering certain commodities againft others. They
have therefore no money nor coin of any fort, neither do they ftand in need of any.

To guard their herds, they employ very ugly, but bold and fpirited dogs.

Greafy fubftances conftitute the greateit dainties of the Hottentots. They drink the

blubber of fea-cows like water, and the tail of a flieep, which confifts entirely of fat,

they prefer to any other part.

They
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They hunt both fingle and in parties. Every one hunts and flioots what he can for

his own ufc ; but general hunts are undertaken by whole villages, either againlt large

troops of wild animals, or when they are annoyed by beads of prey that commit
ravages among their herds, on which occafion every man quits his hut, and goes out
armed, as again (1 a common enemy.

Their grand feltivals are generally accompanied with fmging, and different forts of
inflrumenral nmfic, as alfo with dances, that are extremely fmgular, and indeed pecu-
liar to themfelves. They have likewife a droll uncommon ceremony of driving whole
herds of flieep through the fmoke, right acrofs the fire, to fecure them from the attacks

of wild dogs.

In a people fo deeply plunged in floth, and fo overwhelmed with filth, as the Hot-
tentots actually are, one would not expecl to find the leaft trace of pride. It is how-
ever to be found even among thefe, the moft wretched of the human race ; for they

not only adorn their bodies with all manner of linery, as they conceive it to be ; but

when they are vifited by ftrangers, paint their faces with various figures of brown and
black paint. »

Of tlic new year, a period which moft nations and even the heathens themfelves
aliuofl; all over the face ot the earth, obferve and celebrate with more or lefs rejoicing

and feftivity, the Hottentots do not feem to have any knowledge, neither do they take
the leall account of the cDurfe of nature. The only thing they remaris. is, that every

year they fee the bulbous plants pufh out of the ground, bloifom and decay, and,
according to this almanac, they reckon their own ages, which nevertheless they feldom
or never know with any Certainty. It is therefore in vain to try to afcertain their age,

or to fearch for antique relicks and monuments, in order to difcover the antiquity of
the country, how long it has been peopled, whence its firft inhabitants came, and what
changes and revolutions it has undergone. The country has no ancient ruins, either of
fubverted palaces, demolifhed caftles, or devaftated cities. The people neither know
the origin nor reafon of the ceremonies and cuftoms in ufe amongfl them, and few of
them can give an account of any thing that has happened before their father's time.

Since the Europeans have begun to inhabit this angle of the fouthern part of Africa,

the country has undergone many changes. The natives have by degrees in part

become extinft, in conlequence of the ravages made by various epidemic difeafes, and
in part retreated farther up the country, and a colony of the children and progeny of
Japhet has propagated and multiplied to a great extent in their place. In a country
where, one hundred and fifty years ago, among a vaft number of other wild animals,

the mofl favage bealts of prey reigned fovereign and triumphant, one may now for the
niofl part travel fafcly without fear or dread ; and where formerly herds only grazed,
one now fees feveral Indian and moft of our European feeds cultivated, vineyards and
orchards laid out, and culinary vegetables planted. A multitude of tame animals has
been imported hither from Europe, fuch as horfes, cows, hogs, and feveral kinds of
fowls; in like manner as many ufeful produds of the vegetable kingdom have been
naturalized under the induftrious hand of the colonifts and a kind climate. The peafe

and beans here are very good. Afparagus, peaches, apricots, have a tolerable flavour,

as have alfo apples (and efpccially rennets) plums, pears, oranges, and Itiawburries.

The grapes as well as the raifins, and the wine that is made of them, are of different

degrees of goodnefs, and fometimes excellent. Melons, water-melons, Gojavus, pome-
granates, arc alfo tolerably good ; but goofebcrries, currants, cherries, and nuts do
not thrive. Mulberries, almonds, figs, walnuts, chcfimts, and lemons do not yield

in point ot goodnefs to the European. F.fculcnt roots and culinary vegetables thrive

1 in
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in general ivell in this country, and often grow up fuperior to the European, from,

whence the feed of the greateft part of them is brought every year. Turnips, turnip-

rooted cabbages, potatoes, alliaceous plants of every kind, fallads, cabbages, and efpe-

cially cauliflowers, are cultivated therefore in great quantities, as alfo wheat, not only

for the ufe of the inhabitants, but for the fupply of the many fhips that touch here in

their way to and from India, fince the Chriflians firfl: made a fcttlement at the Cape of

Good Hope. Several fhorter and longer journeys have been made, from time to time,

into the interior parts, both by individuals and on the Company's account, with a

view to gain authentic intelligence of the country and its inhabitants. Thefe journeys

have been undertaken by different parties, fome larger and iome finallcr, fome to the

northern and others to the fouth-eafl fide of this angle of Africa. Thofe that have

come to my knowledge are the following : in 1699, a journey was made to Saldahna

Bay, which was then for the firll time taken poffeffion of by the Dutch Company.

In 1670, two ferjeants, Kruydhof and Crufe, were fent out to Moffel Baay and Helena

Baay, which were at the fame time taken poffeffion of. In 1683, Enfign Olof Berg

made a journey to the country of the Namaquas, and in 1685 the governor Simon van

der Steel, with fifty-fix Europeans, two Macaffars, three flaves, and fix burghers,

equipped with two pieces of artillery, eight carts, feven \vaggons, (befides thofe belong-

ing to the burghers,) one boat and a great quantity of draught-oxen, horfes, provifion,

powder, mufquets, and commodities for bartering, made a long voyage into the coun-

try of the Namaquas, as far as the tropics. 1 his expedition had chiefly the copper-

mountains for its obje£l, to examine whether the ore there was worth working, and

whether there was fufficient wood and water for that purpofe, or any harbour near at

hand, from which the ore might have been brought in veffels. This journey lafled fif-

teen weeks.

During the time that the bartering traffic with the Hottentots was allowed the fettlers,

long journeys were frequently made into the interior parts of the country : as for in-

ftance, in the year 1702, by forty-five burghers with four waggon-, into the country of

the Caffres ; in 1704, into that of Namaquas, and in 1705, by thirty or forty farmers,

each accompanied by his Hottentot, farther up into the kme tract of country.

In 1705, the landroft Starrenburg made a journey by order of government, into

the country of the Namaquas, particularly for the purpofe of bartering for a large

quantity of cattle for the ufe of the Company. He was accompanied by a corporal,

and Hartog a gardener, befides ilaves and a great many Hottentots.

In the year 1761, Governor Tulbagh fent to the northern fide of the country, which

I was now exploring, a caravan, confiiting of feventeen Chriitians, fixty-eight Hotten-

tots, and fifteen waggons, which had been given in charge to a burgher of the name
of Hop. On this fame expedition were fent out, at the expence of the Company,
Brink a land furveyor, Auge a gardener, and Rykvoels a furgeon, with three waggons,

a large boat, powder, fliot, iron, tobacco, &c. This caravan was fent out in confe-

quence of a farmer who had travelled far into the country on this fide, having given

intelligence to the governor, that he had been told by a Hottentot of a people who had
lived farther up the country, and who wore linen clothes, were of a yellow colour, and

went in and out of the mountains there, near a large river. Hence it was concluded,

th.:t fame Portuguefe fettlement was eflablifhed on the coaft, which government ought

to find out. Part of the Company fet out from the Cape on the 16th of July, and the

red joined tliem near Olyfant's Rivier in 31° 40' latitude, and 38^ 18' longitude.

They proceeded on their journey till the 6th of December, one hundred and twenty

.and a half miles due north from the Cape, to 26" 18' latitude, and -37" 37' longitude,

from
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from whence they returned and arrived at the Cape on the 27th of April, 1762, with-

out having difcovered the yellow nation they liad been told of. This is the loncreft

journey ever attempted by Europeans towards this fide, where the country is very dry,

deficient in water, and mountainous, and the roads fometimes very ilony. On this

journey the governor had not fent any of the military, who before, very little to his

fatisfadtion, had made an expenfive journey to the eaflward ; but. only burghers and
farmers. This journey, however, did not terminate fo well as might have been ex-

pefted, the private intereft of individuals having laid many obftacles in the way.
Want of water and ftony roads, without doubt, made the voyage both difficult and
troublefome ; as the feet of the draught-oxen were greatly hurt, and many of them
died in confequence of this circumftance ; but the permiffion which the farmers had
from government to barter with the Hottentots, during their journey, for frefh beafts,

without any expence to them, and of which they made a very imprudent ufe, may
have contributed to render this journey abortive.

In facl, the farmers, through motives of covetoufnefs, and a vnfh to lighten the

waggons of the heavy load of iron they had brought with them for the purpofe of
barter, began to traffic extenfively at their firll fetting out, inflead of referving this ad-
vantageous trade for their return. In confequence of this procedure the caravan was
overftocked with a drove of oxen, numbers of which were obliged to be left behind on
account of tlie heavinefs of the roads, while the reft ferved greatly to diminifli the
fcanty fupply of water for the oxen that were neceflary for drawing the waggons along.

It is true, the vice-governor Kloppenborg had alfo a few years ago, in company with a
land-furveyor, a merchant, and a furgeon, made a journey to the northward of the

Cape ; but, as this expedition did not extend beyond the bounds of the colony, it was
of no confequence, nor in any other way remarkable.

Beautiful as the countiy is to the eaftward, fertile, abounding in grafs, and well

peopled, it is equally dry, barren, uncultivated, and uninhabited to the north-

ward of the Cape 5 and the forther you proceed, the more barren and defert-like it

grows.

After paffing three or four ridges of mountains to the northward, you arrive at a
country fomething higher than the Capc-fhore, but lower than the valleys which lie

between the ridges of mountains you have juft left behind. This land is called Carrow,
or Carrow-ficld. It feems to go like a broad belt over the whole of this angle of Africa,
from the fea-fide at the north-weftcrn end, to the ocean on the fouth-eaftern fide. I do
not fuppofe the breadth to be alike all over j but in fome places it requires fix whole
days (or rather long nights) journeys. The fun is quite fcorching here in the day-time,

and the nights are rather cold. The great want of water here for the fpace of eight

months, during which time not a drop of rain falls, together with the aridity of the
foil, is the caufe that this defart produces nothing but a few herbs and buflics with thick

fleffiy leaves, fuch as Crafllilas, Mefembryanthemums, Cotelydons, Cacalias, Stapelias
;

and that neither man nor beaft can live there in fummer, as alfo that no grafs can grow,
nor any ufeful grain be cultivated. The foil confifts of clay impregnated with iron

ochre and a great quantity of fea-falt.

During the time I fpent in travelling through dillerent parts of this defart, I did not
fee a fingle fparrow, much lefs any quadruped there, excepting rats in holes in the
earth, which probably can fubfift a long time without water, and quench their thirft

with the fucculeiit and faltifh leaves produced by the bufhes.

After croffiiig this extenfive and dry defart, which to the eye appears very nearly
level, or at moll rifing a little and flowly to the northward, you encounter a very high

VOL. XVI. u mountain.
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mountain, the top of which it would take almoft a whole clay's journey to reach. This

Roggeveld mountain has very little of earth on it, exhibiting in moft places the fmooth

and naked rock ; neither does it flope off like other mountains, but it is for the moft

part level, and extends in this manner fo far to the northward, that the end of it is

not known to the colonifts. The climate at this height, although feveral degrees nearer

than the Cape to the fun and the equator, is not only cold, but the cold is fo intenfe,

that the ground in winter is for a long time covered with fnow, hail, and ice.

According to my ufual praftice the preceding years, as foon as I arrived in town, I

made it my firft care to fend to Europe, by the returning (hips, the colledions I had

made during my laft tour.

The veflel, too, which had been fent the preceding year to Madagafcar, in order to

purchafe flaves for the Company's fervice, was now arrived. Amongft other articles

which fome of the crew brought with them, were in particular a large quantity of the

cyprcea tigris, a handfome ftiell, which is ufed for making fnuff-boxes, another of the

buccidum rufum^ and of the creatures known by the name of Madagafcar cats, lemur

catta. With refped to the latter, 1 was curious to fee whether the eyes were fuch as

the late Profcflbr Linnseus has defcribed them, viz. with one pupil oblong and the other

round. In this both the pupils were round and very fmall in the day-time, like thofe

of other animals. This fpecies of Lemur fomewhat refembles a cat, with its long tail,

diverfified with black and white ringlets ; it is very nimble, and when tied to an up-

right pole, up and down on which it runs on all fours with the greateft celerity imagin-

able, affords a very amufing fpeftacle.

M. Melk, a rich and wealthy farmer, had, fome years before, built a houfe of ftone,

below the town near the beach, lower down than the Lion's-Tail, under pretext of

ufing it for a ftore-houfe ; but when it was finiflied, he made a prefent of it to the

Lutheran congregation here for a church, after having furniflied it with fuitable win-

dows. Happy would it be if the congregation, which is numerous, could likewife

have a Lutheran clergyman of its own, and hear the word of God preached in its ori-

ginal purity, and at the fame time enjoy the benefit of the facraments.

I never knew diforders in the throat more common or refradory than they are at the

Cape, and efpecially in the town. They ars occafioned by the fudden changes of

weather from heat to cold. The glands of the throat fwell with fuch violence, that the

patient is in danger of being fuffocated, and they almoft always come to fuppuration.

Some are infefted with this malady feveral times in a year, and neither fex is exempted
from it.

The fides of the ftreets in the town were planted with great numbers of European
oaks (^quercus rohur), which fcrved both to adorn and fliade the houfes.

The fmoking of tobacco in the ftreets was now feverely prohibited, as in confequence

of it fires had broke out here, as has been the cafe in other places.

The fky of the fouthern hemifphere wore an afpetl in a great meafure ftrange to me.
Some ot the known conftellations had a different fituation from what they have north

of the equator, and fome were abfolutely miffmg. Charles's-Wain, which in winter fo

truly and faithfully points out to the farmer how far the night is advanced, was here

funk below the horizon, and the Cape clouds, as two dark fpots in the firmament are

called, feemed to be a finiibr token to the inhabitants here. I was extremely forry,

however, that I had not taken more pains to learn fo noble a fcience, and would with

pleafure have exchanged for one fingle conftcllation all thofe definitions with which I

had formerly burlhcned my memory, together with a great number of words in the

1
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doad languages, the learning of -which had taken up the beft pait of my younger days,

that might have been better employed in ftudying this divine fcience.

I now received from Amflerdam not only a fum of money, but alfo letters of re-

commendation to the Governor-general Vander Parra at Batavia, in confequence of

which I had to prepare for a voyage to the Eafl Indies, and asfar as the empire of Ja-

pan. In the three years I had pafled in the fouthern parts of Africa, I had travelled over

as much both of the defart and inhabited part of the country as the nature of my equip-

ment, which was below mediocrity, would admit. I had alfo, during the fame time,

received many favours from the governor and other gentlemen in the adminiflration, as

likewife much friendfhip both from my own countrymen and the other inhabitants of the

place, and could, therefore, not without the greateft gratitude and heart-felt acknow-
ledgment, recoiled the many kindnefl'es they had fliewn me, which, as long as I live,

I Ihall never forget.

But, previous to my departure, I had the good fortune to get acquainted with

M. Holmberg, a worthy countryman of mine, and one of the council, who was on his

voyage homeward from Surat, where for feveral years he had been in the fervice of the

Dutch Eaft India Company, to the great fatisfadbion of his fuperiors, and had acquired

fuch a knowledge of commerce as few poflefs, or know how to value. This gentle-

man honoured me with his particular friendfhip, and alfo furnifhed me with letters of
recommendadon to M. Radermacher, one of the council at Batavia, which proved of
much greater utility to me than I had reafon to expeft.

V i.
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CURIOUS AND EXACT ACCOUNT

OF

A VOYAGE TO CONGO,
IN THE YEARS 1 666 AND 1 667.

BytheR.R. F, i<". Michael Angelo ofGnttitm, awi Denis de Carli of Piacenza, Capuchins,

and Apo/lolic Mijfioners into the/aid Kingdom of Congo*

TO THE READER.

'T'HE authors of this fmall work being two perfons who travelled not out of any vain

curiofity, or out of any defign of gathering wealth, but only out of a pure zeal to

propagate the Chriftian religion, it would appear fomewhat unchriflian to call in quef-

tion the truth of their relation. No worldly intereft could bias them, who propofed

to themfelves no gain, nor indeed were they capable of any, their profeffion not per-

mitting them to poffefs any thing. It is needlefs to fay much in vindication of them

;

for, in truth, whofoever reads, will fcarce find any thing but what is credible enough,

unlefs they be fuch perfons as being altogether flrangers to the world, will credit no-

thing but what they fee is frequent in their own country. I do not pretend to apologize

for the book ; every m^n will give his judgment whatever I can fay for it. Therefore, all I

fhall add is, that to fome the account of Congo will not appear fo diverting as they per-

haps might have conceited it, becaufe they always expedf things very furprifing from coun-

tries very remote. This is not a hiftory of a country, or of its conqueft, and therefore there

are no warlike expeditions to pleafe the reader. The people are rude and ignorant, and,

therefore, there are no fine defcriptions of cities and noble ftruftures. The authors

were religious men, and therefore added no romantic invention of their own to make
their writings taking. The account is very particular ; it fpeaks not only of Congo,

but of Brazil and fome parts of Europe, the firfl part being made out of the letters of

F. Michael Angelo, who died in Congo, and the reft compofed by F. Denis who re-

turned home, and fets do*in particularly all that befel him there in his way back to

Italy. The tranfliUion is faithful, without adding of diminifhing in the leaft ; and even

the ftyle of the authors, which is phiin and eafy, is followed : which is all that I think

requifite the reader fhouid know before he enters upon the voyage.

* ChurchiU's Coll. i. 483.
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VOYAGE TO CONGO, Iffc.

'yO fatisfy the curiofity of feveral perfons, who prefs me in fuch an obliging manner
as I cannot eafily withftand, to give the;'.i an exact account of what I liave feen and

learned during the long voyage, from which I am lately returned, 1 will write a relation

of the kingdom of Congo and of Africk, where the duty of my miffion made me ac-

quainted with feveral (Irange cuftoms, and go through abundance of hardfhips, omitting

at prefent to fpeak of Brazil, and fome other pans of America, whither we were firft

carried, and of which I ftiall fay but very little.

In the year 1666, Alexander the Seventh being pope, fifteen Capuchin miflioners, of
which I was one, were difpatched by the cardinals de propaganda Jidc, and received the

commiflions or patents at Bononia, where 1 then refided, at the hands of F. Stephen de
Cefa, of the noble family of Clermont, whofe virtue has been fince rewarded with the

poll of general of the faid order. Our patents contained the following privileges: To
difpenfe with any irregularity except incurred by bigamy, or wilful murder : to difpenfe

and commute fimple vows even to that ot chaflity, but not that of religion : to difpenfe

with marriages within the fecond and third degrees, and for Pagans converted to keep
one of their wives : to abfolve in cafes referved to the pope : to blefs church-fluff,

churches, chalices : to give leave to eat flefh and white-meats, and to fay two maffes a
day in cafe of neceffity : to gr<int plenary indulgences : to deliver a foul out of purga-
tory, according to the intention of the priefl, in a mafs for the dead laid on Monday and
Tuefday : to wear fecular clothes in cafe of neceffity: to fay the rofary for want of a

breviary, or any other impediment : to read forbidden books, except I\lachiavel.

As foon as thefe letters patent were delivered to me, I fet out for Piacenza my native

country, arrived there at the beginning of Advent, and received orders to expe6l F. Mi-
chael Angelo of Rheggio, who was to be my companion in this voyage. He being
come, we went together to Genoa, where all the miffioners were to embark : thence
we failed for Lifbon, and having refided there fome months, took the opportunity of a
Portuguefe veifcl bound for Brazil to load there, and fail over to Africk to the coafl of
Congo.

We fpent three months in our paffage from Lifbon to Brazil, the fair winds ufually

on thefe feas befriending us. By the way we had often the fatisfaftion to fee the ffying

fifhes about our fhip : this is a very white fifh about a foot long, with two wings or fins

proportionable to the body ; it is not unlike a herring, fave that its back is of an azure
colour, and its fins larger, and fitter to ferve inltead of wings. This filh flying from
another called the Dorado or Dory, which purfues to devour it, fprings out of the water,

and flies as long as any moiflure is in the fins, which once dried by the air it falls back
into the fea, and is devoured by its enemy, who never lofes fight of it, or elfe is taken
and eaten by the feamen, if it happens to fall into the fhip, or is fometimes catched in

the air by fome bird of prey, So that this wretched creature, as it were banifhed by
nature, can fcarce find any place of fafety in the air, in the fea, or on the earth, the de-

licacy of its flefh being the caufe of its unhappinefs. There is another fort of fifli in

thofe feas called a fliark, very greedy of man's flefh : they catch it with a rope and a
chain at the end of it, to which is fafiened a Itrong hook baited with a piece of flefh

:

the ftiark perceiving it fwallows the flefh, hook, and moft of the chain ; tiien the failors

draw the head above water, and batter it with clubs ; afier which they bind the tail

where its greatcfl flrength lies, and bringing it aboard cut it in pieces.

10 Drawing
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Drawing near the coaft of Guinea, we began to feel much heat from the fun, which

is there in the zenith ; and as we went farther it grew fo violent, that in a few days we
were fo weak that we could neither eat nor fleep ; and to add to our fufferings, the

provifions and drink were full of maggots. This lafted for fifteen days we failed under

the line, fo that it is a fort of miracle we fliould live amidft fo many hardships, though

it was then the month of Augull, the mofl temperate time of the year in thofe parts.

The Portuguefe ufe generally to make fome rejoicing, and keep holiday, to beg of

God a good ifl'ue of that dangerous voyage. They alfo obferve this ancient cuftom

:

thofe who have never been under the line are obliged to give the failors either a piece

of monev, or fomething to eat or drink, or at leall money's worth, from which no man
is excufed, not even the Capuchins, of whom they take beads, Agnus-Dei's, or fuch

like things ; which being expofed to fale, what they yield is given to fay maffes for the

fouls in purgatory. If any man happen to be fuch a mifer as to deny paying this duty,

the failors, clothed like officers, carry him bound to a tribunal, on which a feaman is

feated in a long robe, who acting the part of a judge, examines him, hears what he has

to fay, and gives judgment againll him to be thrice ducked in the fea after this manner

:

the perfon condemned is tied fall with a rope, and the other end of it run through a

pulley at the yard-arm, by which he is hoifted up, and then let run amain three times

under water ; and there feldom fails to be one or other that gives the reft this diverfion.

The fame is praftifed in paffing the Straits of Gibraltar, and Cape of Good Hope.

Havinc"- pafTed the line, the wind ftill continued right aftern, but fo very violent, that

if it had not pleafed God we had met with fo rapid a current of water as ftemmed our

furious courfe, I know not how we could have efcaped. Some time after, when we
had made confiderable way, the wind calmed, and, confequently, we loft that refrefh-

ment we had fo much need of in the great heat, which had not yet ceafed ; this calm

falling out no lefs unluckily for our provifions, which we were afraid would foon fall

fhort. What increafed our fear was, the impreffion remaining in us of the difafter

lately happened to the ftiip called Catarinetta, which the reader will not be difpleafed

to be acquainted with.

That vefltl being laden with commodities of great value fet fail from Goa, and, meet-

ing with a profpcrous wind, arrived fafe in Brazil ; whence putting to fea with as fair

a wind as could be wiftied, it took its courfe for Lifbon, but in pafTing the line the

mafter died, overcome with the violent heat of the climate, and foon after him all

the beft failors ; fo that the ftiip being left, like a horfe that has ftiook oft" the

bridle, to the mercy, of the waves, drove about in a piteous manner upon the fea

for feven months, which forced fuch as were left alive, after confuming all their

provifions, to eat their cats, dogs, and rats that were in the fhip, and to drefs their

ihoes and any other leather, which they endeavoured the beft they could to make
eatable. At laft nothing being left, only five remained of four hundred men they

were at firit. One of thefe five was the captain, who being diftraded with the dif-

mal thoughts which a miferable death near at hand is wont to infpire, fancied that

death would not be the greateft of his misfortunes, but that together with his life he
(hould lofe his reputation ; and that fame, which commonly fpreads abroad falfe news,

would report, that he was fled into fome far country to make his advantage of the

great treafure he was intrufted with, and enjoy the fruits of his diftionefty out of

danger. So that being ardently defirous that at leaft fome one of them might furvive

to carry home the news of their misfortune, he propofed to his companions to caft lots

which of them ftiould be killed to ferve for food to the other four. Not one of

them contradided that inhuman propofal, but only they would exempt their captain

from
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from being fubjedt to the rigour of it. They ufed their utmoft endeavours to make
him confent ; but after much contending, he foiemnly fwore he would not be exempt
from falling a facrifice to the reft, if it fell to his lot, fmce abfolute neceffiry made that

courfe juft and reafonable. In (hort, having caft dice, the lot fell upon the unhappy
captain, who was already offering up his foul to God ; but the others bewailing their

misfortune, began to conclude it was better they fhould ail die like good catholicks,

than like barbarians to imbrue their hands in the blood of their companion. God
infpiring them in return for this good refolution, one of them went up to the top-maft

head, from whence looking about on all fides, he fpied at a great dillance fomething

dark, which he told the captain ; who going up with a perfpeclive glafs, difcerned that

it was the coait of the continent. They fleered that way the beft they could, and
being come up with the fliore, found it was a port then hi peace with Portu-

gal. Being landed, with God's affiftance, they went immediately to the governor,

whom they acquainted with their misf)rtune. The governor gave them good enter-

tainment, and furnifhed them with all tiiey rtood in need of. During their flay there,

they were advifed by phyficians to make ufe of fome medicines, and proper reftoratives

to recover their health, and return to fea
; yet two of them, more fpent than the reft,

gave up their ghofts ; the other three, with the help of the good medicines applied,

were perfectly recovered. They gave thanks to God for his mercy, and to the go-

vernor for his civility, refitted their veffel, and fet fail again for Lifbon. As foon as

they came thither, one of the three who relapfed by the way died. To conclude,

the captain and failor that remained, landed, and were immediately introduced to the

King of Portugal, to whom they gave a difmal account of their adventures, which
turned to their advantage ; for the King, moved at their fufferings, comforted, and
gave them gifts of value, making the captain admiral of the fleet, and the failor cap-

tain of the beft fhip.

Now I return to our voyage.

Being in ten degrees of fouth latitude, we difcovered about evening Cape St. Auguftin

at a great diftance ; and in the morning it pleafed God we faw abundance of land-

fowls flying near about us, and whales, which, fpouting up great ftreams of water, at

that diftance looked to us like fine fountains gufliing in the midft of the fea. There
are fuch numbers of them in that fea, that I fliall Icarce be believed, if I fay a mer-

chant pays the King of Portugal fifty thoufand crowns in gold for the patent to make
oil, though nothing more be true.

Paffmg by our Lady of Nazareth, we all faluted her with three Ave-marias, and a

triple difcharge of our cannon. This church is but five miles froni the town of Fer-

nambuco ; near to which place Francis de Brito, a Portugu'efe nobleman, travelling

before the church was built, the good lord who had a fpecial devotion for the BleflTed

Virgin, met a poor woman clad in white, with a child in her arms, who humbly
begged an alms of him. He putting his hand into his pocket, gave her a ducat ; and
v.hilft he was giving, and flie receiving, the woman's face feemed to be altogether

changed. Brito following on his way at a finall diftance from the place, as if he were
quite furprifed at what he had feen, turned about feveral times to fee the perfon that

had won his heart ; but though it was a plain field, where there was no place to be
concealeil, nor any thing to obftruct the fight, he could never fee the beautiful beggar
again. This breeding a diifatisfaction in his mind, he returned to the very place where
he left hisal i's, and his thoughts, and only found the print of two feet upon the earth,

which made him conclude that the poor woman was the Bleffed Virgin, that hatl in-

flamed his heart with her heavenly eyes, and raviflied his fool with her divine beauty

;

and
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and therefore in that very place he ere£ted a ftately church in honour of the Moft Holy
Virgin, endowing it with a revenue, and chaplains proportionable to the worth and
generofity of that noble gentleman.

When we were under the tower, which ferves as a fort to the harbour of Fernam-

buco, we call anchor there, faluting the town after the ufual manner, the port being

too little for fhips to lie in.

The captain went away in the pinnace, to get leave for us to land. Whilft he was
gone, we obferved that a wall runs from the tower, which the people there call Arrecife,

which credible people fay is natural, running three hundred miles, one part of it in-

clofmg the harbour, and fecuring it againft any weather. This fame wall in like

manner parts the fea from a river that runs through the middle of the city ; and when
the fea grows boifterous, it fometimes raifes its waves above the wall, mixing its fait

with the frefh waters of the river, which is the caufe that the people catch frelh and

falt-water fifh indifferently in the river, and in the fea, as if by a fort of metamor-
phofis the fea were become a river, and the river a fea.

As foon as we landed in the port of Fernambuco, we faw a great crowd of people,

as well Blacks as Whites, about us, and among them a black woman, who laieeled,

beat her breaft, and clapt her hands upon the ground. I enquired what the good
woman meant by all thofe motions with her hands ; and a Portuguefe anfwered me

:

" Father, the meaning of it is, that fhe is of the kingdom of Congo, and was baptized

by a Capuchin ; and being informed you are going thither to baptize, Ihe rejoices,

and expreJTes her joy by thofe outward tokens."

In going to the houfe appointed for our entertainment, we paifed through the middle

of the town, which we found to be indifferent for bignels, but very full of people,

efpecially of black flaves they bring from Angola, Congo, Dongo, and Mattamba,
every year, to the number of ten thoufand, whom they employ about their tobacco,

fugar-works, and to gather cotton, abundance of which grows there upon Ihrubs,

about the height of a man ; as alfo to cut wood for dying of filk, and other duffs of

value, and to work in cocoa and ivory.

As for the original natives of Brazil, or South America, the Portuguefe have not

been able to fubdue them to this day, they being a people too fierce and barbarous.

They call them Tapuges, or Caboclos, and the colour of their Ikin is a dark tawny.

They go quite naked, and carry a bow an ell and a half long, with arrows made, part

of cane, and part of a hard wood fliarpened towards the point like a faw, that where
it hits it may make the wound bigger, more troublefome, and be the harder to be
drawn out ; and it is moft certain that when they flioot with a defign, and their

beft, they ftrike a board or plank through and through at a mufquet-fhot diftance.

Thefe Tapuges, when they can, eat man's flefh ; and when they have none of their

enemies about them, they feaft upon fuch ftrangers as they can catch in their country.

They wear little bits of wood and ftone of feveral colours fet in their faces ; I know
not whether for ornament, or to appear more terrible. At their ears they have pen-

dants not of lead as our lap-dogs have, but great pieces of the fame fort of wood.
They live upon fuch beafts as they hunt, and upon men ; for when any one among
them takes his bed, they aflign him a certain time to recover, which if he does not

within the time limited, they kill him without mercy and eat him, to put an end cha-

ritably to his fufferings. The fame favour or inhumanity they ufe towards their

parents, and old people, become unfit for hunting, whom the children kill and eat

with their near relations, uivited by them to that cruel feaft; thus killing thofe to

whom they owe their life, and burjing thofe in their bowels, trom 'whofe bowels

they
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they came. In fliort, they are niiferable pagans plunged in idolatry. The reft of the

inhabitants of that new world, whether good or bad, are Chriftians, or at leaft bear

the name.

At the place of our reception we found two of our companions fick of a fever, and

we ourfclves felt fome indifpofition, which obliged us to go into the dodlor's hands, it

being ufual and almoft inevitable for all who come into that country to fall fick, whe-

ther it proceed from the change of air or food.

One morning we heard an admirable confort of trumpets all aboard the fleet, as

well within as without the port, founding, to the number of eighty fhips, including

ours, which was loading with fugar, of which fhe carried no lefs than one thoufand

cherts. Nothing could be pleafanter than that profpe£l, which feemed to reprefent a

town where the houfes were toft at the pleafure of the waves, or like a foreft floating

about as drove by the wind. There we received the news of the death of John Mary
Mandelli, of Pavia, prefedl to the two mifllons of Angola and Congo, who died

among thofe people with the reputation of fanftity, after enduring a thoufand hard-

fliips for their fpiritual advantage during twenty-five years he lived there.

We took a time to go fee the town of Olinda but three miles diftant from Fernam-

buco. It was formerly a great town, but at this time almoft ruined, fince the Dutch

made a defcent there. In a marfhy field we were fliewn certain trees, which like

others have their roots in the ground, but have others above, the leaves being all

covered with them. There we faw abundance of great parrots, feveral forts of Maca-

cos, that is, monkeys or apes, of which the leaft, called Sagorini, are moft valued.

We went this way in a canoe, which is a large trunk of a tree hollowed ; and our

watermen were two Blacks, naked like the people of Brazil, having only a little rag

before them for decency.

The temper of that climate, though very hot, is not bad, nor the great dampnefs of

the moon dangerous, fo that there is good travelling enough by night as well as by

day. Silver and gold money in this town goes as it does in other parts of Brazil ; they

give two teftons for a mafs, and thirty or forty for a fermon. The country produces

neither wheat nor wine, but there is enough carried out of Europe, and fold dear

enough. The ground being fandy, the natives and travellers are troubled with a kind

of infecEts, which fome call Pharoah's lice, alledging that was one of the ten plpf;ues

wherewith God formerly puniftied Egypt. They are lefs than lice, and woik then fe'ves

infenfibly in between the flefti and the Ikin, and in a day's time grow as big as a kidney-

bean, or other fmall bean. Some experienced Black undertakes the cure, for were

they left unregarded, they would corrupt all the foot in a very ftiort time. Obferving

two days after I came, that fomething hindred my walking, I caufed a Black to fearch

me, who took out four of thofe infetts pretty big grown, and there was not a day

but they came and took out ten or twelve a-piece from us. It is no fraall misfortune,

if any one efcapes andifcovered by the Blacks, for they gnaw and torment the feet.

During our ftay at Fernambuco there was a great feaft of the rofary kept in the

great church called Corpo Santo, or the holy body. The order of it was very mag-

nificent. The church was hung with ten thoufand ells of filk of a fire-colour, and

other rich ftufls : the tabernacle which was lofty, covered with filk embroidered full

of flames of gold, and a filver galoon over it, which dazzled the eyes: the mufic of

harps, violins, and cornets, making a coniurt to the holy hynms. The religious are

not at this great expence, but chufe the richeft merchant in the city, who looks upon
it as a point of honour to open his purfe freely upon fuch an occafion. He that bore

the charge that year, protcfted to us the next day, that he had fpent four thoufand

VOL. XVI. X ducats
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ducats in bonfires, the night before ; but he meant thus : we being impatient to go
over into Africk as foon as poflible to perform the duty of our miffion, went to fee

that merchant, who had a great kindnefs for us, to beg of him that when a fhip of his

bound for Africk, was laden and ready to fail, he would be fo charitable as to alTign

us the great cabin to go in, which he readily granted. The veifel being found unfit

for the voyage, was unloaded, all the iron-work and rigging taken out, and the timber

burnt, which he faid coll him four thoufand ducats, that being the cofl: of the fhip.

To divert us, we went one day to fee fugar-works, which is a great curiofity.

The engine they ufe is a great wheel, turned violently about by a number of Blacks :

it turns a prefs of maffy iron, in which the fugar-canes cut in pieces are bruifed, the

moiflure that runs from them falling into a great cauldron over the fire. It is wonder-

ful to fee the Blacks, who are naturally lazy, labour fo hard, and clap the canes fo dex-

teroully under that mafs of iron, without leaving their hands or arms behind them.

-The fruit in that country, which generally lafts all the year upon the trees, is very de-

licious, and among the reft the Nicefi^s, which are like our lemons. They grow on a

ftalk like an Indian cane, and two of its leaves would clothe the biggeft man. This

ftalk fometimes produces but one bunch, in which there are about fifty NicefFes. To
ripen them, they mult be cut offgreen and hung in the air, where they grow yellow in a

little time. When they are cut through the middle, there appears on both fides the

exact figure of a crucifix. When the bunch is cut off, the ftalk withers, and another

foon grows out of the fame root. The banana is much of the fame nature, only the

Niceif'e is three foot high, and the banana twice as much.

The Ananas are like a pine-apple, about a fpan long, and the plant produces but one.

The rind being taken off, they look yellow, and the juice of them is like that of a muf-

cadine grape, but it nmft be eaten with moderation, being hot in the third degree.

There are other forts of fruit, as that called Fruta do Conde, or the Count's Fruit,

v/hich grows on a plant as high as an orange-tree, of a very pleafant flavour. Mana-
ques, like our fmall melons, and growing on very large trees. Maracoupias, like a

great round apple, and yellow without, of which I fent the draughts, as I did of feveral

other curious forts of fruits, to the Sieur Jacques Zanoni, apothecary of Bononia, who
will make them public in his book of plants now in the prefs.

As for European fruits, fuch as grapes, pomegranates, melons, figs, gourds, cucum-

bers, oranges, lemons, and citrons, they grow there to a wonder ; and thefe laft are

like our gourds in Italy, by reafon of the goodnefs of the radical moifture of the earth.

So the Portuguefe orange-trees do not only multiply there, but improve very much

;

and the young plants grow up to vaft high trees. Little other meat is eaten there but

beef and fome pullets. Wine is dearer than faffron ; for it is brought from the Madei-

ras, that is, above fix hundred and fifty leagues, and pays above eight piftoles a pipe

cuflom. All the Whites in that country are either Portuguefe, or defcended from
them, and drink little wine. The commonalty drink all water, which is none of the

beft. Inftead of bread they eat cakes made of the meal of a root called Manioca.

In that country there are properly but two feafons ; fpring, which is temperate

enough, but rainy, during which the trees do not- lofe their leaves ; and fuminer, which

is very hot and dry, infomuch, that did not the dew make fome amends, the country

would be quite dried and parched up. The town of St. Paul, and country about it,

which lies furtheft up in Brazil, may be called the true lubber-land, or country of

pleafure. Any ftranger that comes thither, though never fo poor, is welcome, and
prcfontly meets with a wife to his liking, provided he fubmit to the conditions, which

are to think of nothing but eating, drinking, and walking, but particularly of being

1

2

kind
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kind to no woman but his own. If he give the leafl caufe to fufpe^l he will make his

efcape, fhe certainly poifons him ; but if he agrees well with her, he is cherifhed and

made much of, every one flriving to out-do another in kindnefs.

Their wealth comes out of a river that waters the country, and which is fo rich, that

it can relieve the miferableft wretch who implores itsafiiflance ; for they need only take

the fand of the river, and feparate the gold from it, which abundantly requites their

trouble, there being only the fifth part due to the King by way of acknowledgment.

Much more curious and extraordinary is reported of that country ; but not having been

there myfelf, becaufe it lies in the furtheit part of Brazil, and near to the river of Plate,

I dare not avouch all for truth, though in reality nothing ought to appear incredible to

thofe who are well acquainted with the extravagant cuftoms and abfurd manners of thofe

barbarous nations.

At length, on the 2d of November 1667, we fet fail for the kingdom of Congo, and
were forced, to avoid contrary winds, to run into twenty-nine degrees of fouth latittfSe,

even with the Cape of Good Hope, which might better be called the Cape of Death,

becaufe of the continual fear of death they are in who come near it. For the fpace of

eight days we were toffed in a terrible manner ; fometimes lifted up to the clouds, and
fometimes caft down to the deep, cither way dreading to perifli. At laft the wind fell,

the waves fettled, and we faw fome bones of cuttle-fifh, which the goldfmiths make ufe

of for calling, float upon the water, efteemed a token of fair weather, and of being within

fixty leagues of the continent, that fifli never going far from fhore.

In fhort, next day we faw land, and began to hope well ef the fuccefs of our voyage,

becaufe there are never any ftorms on that coaft, and fhips may run along within muf-^

quet-fliot of it, without any danger of lands. Our boat being out for feveral days,

founding to difcover fome rocks that lie under-water along the Ihore ; we fiflied as we
went, and always brought aboard a great deal of filh. Among the reft we caught one
that weighed about fifteen or fixteen pounds, which the captain faid he would treat us

with. The colour of it was red, the head large and round, the eyes fparkling like

fire, the noftrils fiat upon the forehead, the fins beating, the fcales ruftling together,

the whole body tolTrng and puffing in a hideous manner. The captain knowing it to

be one of the moft delicious fifties in thofe feas, would drefs it for us himfelf, making a

fort of white fauce with fugar, fpice, and juice of oranges and lemons ; fo that it being

all like a difli of curds, wc eat it with fpoons, and could not diftinguifti whether the

fauce made the fifli good, or the fifti mended the fauce.

I had a great mind to go afliore, but the mafter would not fufter it, afluring me
there were Blacks along that coaft that eat man's flefli. We difcovered two of them,
who, as foon as they faw us, ran away far enough, which made the mafter put oft'

from fliore, for fear thofe Blacks Were gone to call fome magician to fink our boat and
feize us. Some days after, the mafter went out of the boat afliore to comply with fome
corporal neceflity ; but as foon as he got behind a little rock, he ran back to the water

out of breath, calling out to us to come to his afliftance, as we did with all poflible

fpeed. The caufe of his fright was, that behind the rock he faw a fire lighted, near to

which there was a ftring of filhes a di7ing, a certain token that fome Blacks lived near,

which fo terrified him, that, forgetting the need he was in, he had no occafion for three

days after.

When we had pafTed that coaft, which is hideous to look to by reafon of a long ridge

of barren mountains, about the latitutlc of fourteen diegrees we difcovered fome green
trees and a pleafanter fliore, in which there were good ports made by nature, capable

of containing two or three thoufand (hips. Upon Chriftnias-eve we touched at Benguela,

X 2 capital
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capital of the kingdom of the fame name, where there is a Portuguefe governor and gar-

rifon ; and we found about two hundred white inhabitants, and abundance of Blacks.

The houfes are built with mud and ftraw, the church and fort being made of no better

materials.

Abundance of fmall boats came aboard us, each carrying two black fifhermen, who
came to exchange fifli with the feamen for Brazil roll-tobacco.

The father-fuperior and I went afliore, where I preached the firft time in Portuguefe.

The temper of that climate is fo bad that it gives the food the country produces fo per-

nicious a quality, that thofe who eat of it at their firfl: coming certainly die, or at leaft

contraft fome dangerous diflemper ; which is the reafon that pafTengers take care not to

go afhore, nor to drink the water, which looks like lye. This made us unwilling to accept

of the dinner the governor invited us to, though he affured us there fliould be none of the

country-provifions, and we fhould drink wine brought by fea ; which he performed,

giving us a treat altogether after the falhion of Europe. After which he further ex-

prelTed his kindnefs, fending very good European fruit aboard after us, with a whole

beef flayed, but little, and without horns, very well tailed, as is all the meat of te

country, whereof there is great plenty and very cheap.

Any body that fees the Whites who live in that country may eafily difcern how little

that air agrees with them ; they look as if they were dug out of their graves ; their

voices are broken, and they hold their breath in a manner between their teeth, which

made me, in the mofl obliging manner I could, refufe the governor's requeft, who,

wanting priefls, would have kept me there fome time to adminifter the holy myfteries.

The courts at Lilbon, as a punifhment for fome heinous crime, often banifh criminals

to Angola and Benguela, looking upon thofe countries as the mofl: wretched and infec-

tious ofany the Portuguefe poffefs j therefore the Whites there are the moll deceitful and

wickedeft of men.
Having taken leave of the governor, we went aboard again, and proceeded on our

voyage, which we ended happily before the wind, arriving on Twelfth-day at the port

of Loanda, which is the fineft and largeft I ever faw. My companion and I landed, and

were received by an infinite number of Whites and Blacks, who ftrove to outdo one

another in exprelFmg their joy for our arrival, kiffing our habits, and embracing us.

Attended by this croud, we proceeded to our hofpithan or houfe for our reception, in

the church whereof we found above three hundred perfons, with the chief men of the

town, who came out to meet us. Having adored the blefled facrament, and returned

thanks to God for our profperous voyage, we went into the convent, where we found

three Fathers, an old lay-man threescore and ten years of age, an under-guardian of

Congo recovering after a fit of ficknefs, and one of Angola in a fever. We were in-

formed, to our great regret, that two religious men of our company, who came away
a little before us from Genoa, died both of them as foon as they arrived, one at Loanda,

and the other at Meflangrana not far off. Thofe Fathers who were of a vigorous con-

ftitution, now enjoy the reward of their pious intention, which they had not the power
to put in execution, being prevented by death. Soon after the fub-guardian of Congo
intended to fet out and conduft me and my companion to the county of Songo, and
thence to the county of Bamba, there to be expofed to all thofe fatigues for which we
had prepared ourfelves. The county of Bamba is no lefs in extent than the kingdoms
of Naples and Sicily together.

Loanda is an ifland and town of the fame name, being the capital of all thofe coun-

tries the Portuguefe poilefs in thofe vaft regions of the Blacks. The Dutch once made
themfelves mafters of it, but the Portuguefe with much bravery beat them out. There

2 is
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IS a good number of Jefuits, who are allowed by the King of Portugal a penfion of two
thoufand Crufadoes a year, that is 266I. 13s. 4d. They keep fchools, preach, and
perform other fun<5>ions for the falvation of fouls. To requite their labours, the people

of that country have given them the property of fevcral houfes, and of twelve thoufand

ilaves of fundry trades, as fmiths, joiners, turners, and ftone-cutters, who, when they

have no employment at home, ferve the public, and bring their mafters in a Crufado
a day. We aifo found Carmelit'^s there, and fome of the third order of St. Francis,

all of ihem religious men, of a very exemplary life.

The city Loanda is large and beautiful enough. The houfes of the Whites are of

lime and ftone, and covered with tiles ; thofe of the Blacks are of mud and flraw.

One part of the city ftretches to the brink of the fea, and the other rifes up to the top

of the hill. There are about three thoufand Whites, and a prodigious multitude of
Blacks, whofe number is not known ; they ferve as flaves to the Whites, fome of
whom have fifty, fome a hundred, two or three hundred, and even to three thoufand.

He who has moft is riclieft, for they '- .ing A\ of fome calling, when their mafters have
no ufe for them, they go work w'.li Miy that wants them, and befides, faving their maf-
ters their diet, they bring home their earnings.

The Whites when they go about the town, are followed by two Blacks, with an
hammock of net-work, which is the conveniency ufed for carrying of people even when
they travel. Another Black walks by his matter's fide, holding a large umbrella over
him to keep off the fun, which is viol-^ntly hot. When any two that have bufinefs,

meet, they join their umbrellas, and walk fide by fide in the fhade. When the white
women go abroad, which is very feldom, they are carried in a covered net, as is ufed
in Brazil, with attendance of flaves. The flaves, both men and women, kneel when
they fpeak to their mafter.

At Loanda they eat abundance of fifii, cow-beef, which is the beft fort of flefli, goat

and mutton. Each of the lafl may be faid to have five quarters, the tail being the
biggeft of them; but it is not wliolffon.e beraufe of its great fatnefs, nor indeed
is any flefli in that country. InflLad of bread they ufe the root of Manjoza, as they do
at Brazil, and Indian wheat, of which they make little cakes, and other things of parte,

which yet are not fo good as bread. The water they drink is very bad ; it is brought
from a neighbouring ifland, where ihcy dig a trench even with the fea, and the water
freflies as it ftrains through the fand, but not thoroughly. Elfe they go for It to a river

twelve or fourteen miles from Loanda, and load their canoes, which are boats made
of one piece of timber. The canoes have a hole at the bottom, which they open when
they are in the river, and ftop it up when the canoe is full enough. When they come
home, they ftrain it from the dirt, and let it fta^id fome days to fettle. Wine brought
from Europe is fold for fixty Mil Reys the pipe, that is twenty pounds fterling ; when
there is a fcarcity it riles to one hundred Mil Reys a pipe, and fometimes there is none
at all to be had.

There is but little money pafTes in that country ; but inftead of it they buy and fell

with Maccutes, Birames, and Indian pieces, or Muleches. The Maccutes are pieces

of cloth made of ftraw a yard long, ten of which are worth one hundred Reys. The
Birames are pieces of coarfe cotton cloth made in the Indies, five ells long, and coft

two hundred Reys the piece. The Indian pieces, or Muleches, are young Blacks
about twenty years of age, worth twenty Mil Reys each. If they are younger, they
are valued by people who have judgment in them. Young women are of the fame
value as men. Befides thefe there arc fliells they call Zimbi which come from Congo,
for which all things are to be bought as if they were money ; two thoufand of them

are
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are worth a Maccute. The people of Congo value thefe fhells, though they are of no

ufe to them, but only to trade with other Africans who adore the fea, and call thefe

fhells which their country does not afford, God's children ; for which reafon they look

upon them as a treafure, and take them in exchange for any fort of goods they have.

Among them he is the richeft and happieft who has moft of them.

The inhabitants of Loanda courted us to ftay with them for a year at leaft, to ufe

ourfelves to the air and provifions, before we ventured further into thofe defarts and

unhealthy countries of Bamba, where our lives would be in danger. We anfwered,

it would be a happy exchange to meet with death that would purchafe us true life, and

to lofe our bodies to find fo many fouls, for whofe falvation providence had brought us

thither.

All that follows to the end is writ by F. Denis Carli :

WE fet out both of us for our miffion of Bamba, where a great duke fubjeft to the

King of Congo refided ; for in that kingdom there are five provinces. The firft is that

of St. Salvador, or St. Saviour, where the King of Congo, whofe name is D. Alvaro,

refides. It takes name of the capital city called St. Salvador, which is beft feated, and
in the wholefomeft air in the kingdom, built upon a hill. In it there are fcarce any
flies or gnats, fleas or bugs, as there are in the reft of the kingdom ; but it is not free

from ants, which are very troublefome. The King's palace is almoft a league in com-
pafs. Formerly it was the only houfe that was boarded, but the Portuguefe who have

fettled there have put the great men in the way of adorning and furnilhing their houfes.

The cathedral is built with ftone like thofe of our Lady, St. Peter and St. Anthony of

Padua, in which are the tombs of the Kings of Congo. That of the Jefuits dedicated

to St. Ignatius is not the meaneft. Our Lady of Vidory is made of mud, but whitened

both within and without ; it was given to the Capuchins by King Alphonfo the Third.

The fecond province is that of Bamba, where the great duke called D. Theodofio rules.

The third that of Sondi, where there is another duke. The fourth that of Pemba,
where a marquis refides ; and the fifth that of Songo, in which there is a count who
has not owned the King of Congo for fome years ; he refides in the town of Songo, a

league from the river Zaire.

Having provided all things neceflary^ F. Michael Angelo and I went on board, and
coafting along the continent, in two days came to Dante, on the frontiers of the king-

dom of Angelo, where the Portuguefe have a fort. We went to wait upon the gover-.

nor, and fliewed him the letters we brought from the lords of the council of Loanda,

who then governed the kingdom, the viceroy that was expefted not being yet come
;

they were letters of recommendation for him to help us to Blacks to carry us and our

goods. During two days we ftayed there, the governor fent out a fifliing, and falted

the fifti for us ; and among other forts there were foles and pilchards above a fpan long.

Our provifion being ready, and thirty Blacks appointed to carry us and our equipage,

hannnocks were provided for us j the gentlemen of that city giving us to underftand,

that it was impoffible for us to go afoot, being clad and equipped as we were ; fo that

there being no other remedy, we complied with the cuftom of the country.

We



VOYAGE TO COXGO BY ANGELO AND CARLt. 159

We fet out, and there being no great roads in thofe wild countries, but only paths,

were forced to go in file. Some Blacks went before us with their burdens, next

F. Michael in his hammock followed by fome Blacks ; then came I carried in my net,

which to me feemed an cafy fort of carriage ; and after me followed the reft of the

Blacks, to relieve thofe that carry when they are weary. It is wonderful to fee how
foft they go though loaded. They were armed with bows and arrows, and were to

carry us to one of their towns, which in their language they call Libattes, as we (hall

always call them in this relation. There we were to provide other carriers.

The lord or governor of the Libatte, whom in their language they call the Macolonte,

came immediately to vifit us, and afligned us two of the beft cottages in the place ; for

throughout all the kingdom there is never a ftone houfe, but only of ftraw and ftubble
;

and the fineft are of mud walls, and thatched, moft of them without windows, the door
ferving for a window. We muft except the city of St. Salvador, as was faid before.

The Macolonte was clad after this manner : he only wore a clout of the bignefs

of a handkerchief made of palm-tree leaves, for decency-fake, to cover that which
modefty requires fhould be covered, and a cloak of European cloth reaching down
to the ground ; it was blue, a colour much efteemed among them ; the reft of
his body was naked. The Blacks that attended the Macolonte, and who were his

ofTicers, had only one of thofe h;mdkerchiefs, which they fend to be dyed blue at

Loanda : the reft of the people had only leaves of trees, and monkeys' Ikins ; and thofe

who live in the open country, and lie under the trees, whether men or women, wear
nothing at all, but go quite naked without any fenfe of ftiame.

This firft Libatte was pretty large, confifting of about a hundred cottages, feparate

from one another, and without any order : it may be faid they do not live in them in

the day-time, for the men go abroad a wallcing, to take their divcrfion, to converfe

together, and to play upon certain inftruments, which are wretched and ridiculous

enough, till night, being altogether ftrangers to melancholy. The women, on the

other fide, go out in the morning to till the ground, carry a bafket at their backs, into

which they put a black earthen-pot, which they call Quioufou, and one of their

children, carrying the youngeft in their arms, who takes the breaft without the mother's

help. They lead one by the hand, and very often carry another in their belly, for

thefe people are fruitful and incontinent. The reft of the children, if there be more,
follow the mother ; but when they are grown foniewhat big, they let them go where
they will, without taking any more care of them than if they were not their children.

We prefented the Macolonte with a ftring of beads of Venice glafs, which they call

Miffanga, and hang about their neck, having no pocket or other place to keep it.

The Macolonte having received and returned his compliments, fends a Black all about
the Libatte, to order the inhabitants to bring their children to be baptized ; the youth
being almoft all baptized before, we having had that miflion thirty years. They acquaint

them that a Capuchin is come, whom in then- language they call Gramga, adding, by
way of refpedt, the word Fomet, which is as much as father or mafter. As loon as

they hear of our coming, they all flock in, bringing their children, and by way of alms
two of their handkerchiefs of palm-tree leaves, or elfe three thoufand five hundred little

fhells, which, as has been faid, is the money of the country, called by them Zimbi

;

or elfe a Pullet, for a quantity of them was once carried tiiither, but the wars have
almoft deftroyed them. They alfo bring a little fait upon a leaf to hlefs the water, and
give one of the prefents above-mentioned for baptizing their children, and if they have
nothing to give, they are chriftcncd for God's fake. In this place we baptized thirty,

each ot us fifteen, to our great fatisfa(5tion, they being the firft we had made Chriftians.

I fpoke
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I fpoke to the Macolonte to prepare things to fay mafs next day ; and immediately he

fent our feveral Blacks to cut wood, and palm-tree leaves, wherewith they erefted a

little green chapel, as was the altar, I having given them the height and breadth ; and

then we furnilhed it, all the miflioners carrying a chefl along with them, containing

all things neceflary for the holy facrifice. Whilft my companion faid mafs, the Maco-
lonte fent notice to other Blacks that were at a fmall diftance from thence, who came
time enough to hear the fecond mafs : after which we baptized ten children of that

neighbouring Libatte. There was a great number of people prefent, the chapel having

been ereded on a rifmg ground, to the end they might at lead fee, if they could not

hear the mafs. Next we catechifed, dividing the people into two parts, and explaining

what we faid to them by the help of an interpreter.

That done, they fell a pla)Tng upon feveral inflruments, a dancing, and fhouting fo

loud, that they might be heard half a league off. I will defcribe but one of their in-

fhruments, which is the moft ingenious and agreeable of them all, and the chief of thofe

in ufe among them. They tske a piece of a ftake, which they tie and bend like a

bow, and bind to it fifteen long, dry, and empty gourds, or calabafhes of feveral fizes,

to found feveral notes, with a hole at top, and a leffer hole four fingers lower, , and ftop

it up half-way, covering alfo that at the top with a little thin bit of board, fomewhat

lifted above the hole. Then they take a cord made of the bark of a tree, and faftening

it to both ends of the inftrument, hang it about their neck. To play upon it they ufe

two flicks, the ends whereof are covered with a bit of rag, with which they ftrike

upon thofe little boards, and fo make the gourds gather wind, which in fome manner
refembles the found of an organ, and makes a pretty agreeable harmony, efpecially

when three or four of them play together.

They beat their drums with open hand, and they are made after this manner : they

cut the trunk of a tree three quarters of an ell long or more ; for when they hang them

about their necks, they reach down almofl to the ground : they hollow it within, and

cover it top and bottom with the fkin of a tyger, or fome other bead, which makes a

hideous noife when they beat it after this manner.

The gentlemen, or gentlemen's fons carry in their hands two iron bells, fuch as the

cattle among us wear, and ftrike fometimes the one, fometimes the other, with a ftick
j

which is feldom feen among them, this inftrument being only carried by the fons of

great men, who are not very numerous among them.

We preparing to be gone, our Macolonte made a fign for his Blacks to ftand ftill,

and be filent, which was done in a moment, and they had need enough of it, being

all in a fweat. Having given them our blefling, we fet out, and they began afrefli to

play, dance, and hollow, fo that we could hear them two miles off, not without fur-

prife and fatisfaQion, it being a confort of fo many curious, and to us ftrange in-

ftruments.

By the way we faw feveral forts of creatures, particularly little monkeys, and abund-

ance of apes of divers colours, who all fled to the tops of the higheft trees. We dif-

covered two Pacaffes, beafts fomewhat like buffaloes, that roar like lions : the male

and female go always together ; they are white, with black and red fpots ; have ears

half an ell long, and their horns ftraight : when they fee any body, they neither run

away, nor do any harm, but look upon fuch as pafs by. We faw another beaft with

black and yellow hair upon a mountain ; the interpreter told us it was a leopard, but

it was far enough from us. There is alfo in thofe parts a beaft fhaped like, and as

ftrong as a mule j but its hair is diftinguiflied by white, black, and yellow ftreaks,

which
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which go round the body from the backbone under the belly, which is very beautiful,

and looks as if it were done by art, it is called Zebra.

Going on our journey we came, before we were a.ware of it, upon a beaft that lay

alleep, and was waked by the fhoufing of the Blacks as they travel ; it rofe, took a

great leap, and fled ; the body was like that of a wolf, whereof there are abundance,

but its head was like a bullock, which is difproportionable and frightful to behold : I

afked what beall it was, and they aflured me it muft be fome monfler. There were

abundance of beafts like our goats, which rmi away, and then ftaid for one rinother
;

and a multitude of wild hens, bigger than the tame, which tafte like a hare.

Nothing extraordinary happened to us at the fecond Libatte, and we did there as we
had done at the firfl:. One night, when we were got into one of thofe Libattes, they fhut

the door, which was made of dried thorns ; all the enclofure, hke the walls of our

towns, being hedges of thorn as high as a pike. Cottages were afTigned us to pafs the

night ; but the heat being exceflive, I choofe rather to lie in the open air in my
hammock, faftening one end of it to the top of the cottage, and the other to two- poles

fet up acrofs one another ; F. Michael Angelo did fo too. About midnight came

three lions, roaring that they made the earth fliake, which waked me thoroughly ; and

had it not been for the thorny hedge, F. Denis had never feen Italy again. I lifted

up. my head to try whether by the moon-light I could difcern one of them, but the

hedge was fo clofe and full of leaves, that I could perceive nothing, though I was

fenfible they were not far from it. I was almoft refolved to go back iwto the cottage,

but thinking ir impoflible they fhould leap fuch high hedges, I lay quiet till day, not

without panting for fear now and then. Day being come, I went to alk F. Michael

Angelo, who was in a cottage hard by, whether he had heard the lions in the night

;

to which he anfwered, he never flept better, becaufe the night was frefli, and had

heard nothing. " You are happy," faid I, " for if they had broken in, you had

gone to heaven without knowing which way." He replied, " That God's providence

always watches over his elect, and that it was not his will that they fhould be expofed

to the cruelty of thofe mercilefs beads."

After baptizing feveral children, we fet out, and having travelled till noon, the

Blacks told us we muft flay and reft, there being a river of good water hard by. Being

fet down, we got into the fliade under fome trees, there to make ready our dinner.

Some of our men went to gather buck-wheat, others to bring wood to make fire.

F. Michael Angelo would have made ufe of his fteel to light ; but a Black who was

cook, faid, " Father, we have no need of that ;" and taking a piece of wood about two

fingers thick, with many holes in it which did not go quite through, then taking

another little flick about the thicknefs of one's finger, and putting it into one of thofe

holes tm'ned, rubbed the two fticks haftily one againfl another with both hands, and

the little one took fire, which is their way of lighting it. The others who came loaded

with buck-wheat, fhook it out of the ear, and put it into four pots to make broth, and

boiled Batataes, which are tolerably good roots.

Whilft every one was bufy about the cookery, on a fudden we difccvered an ele-

phant, not much lefs than a cart loaden with hay in Lombardy, his head hanging a

little, one of his teeth being already dropt : all the Blacks got up haftily, and laying

hold of their bows, began to let fly arrows at him with their ulual cries ; but one of

them, more cunning than the reft, took a firebrand, and ran to fet fire to a neighbour-

ing thatched cottage : the elephant feeing that great flame, prefendy fled with three

arrows in his body. The fire of the cottage being fpread by the wind, laid hold of

the next herbage, which being dried up with the exceflive heat of the fun, and very

VOL. XVI, Y high,
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high, burnt fo that the conflagration fpread for above a league, confuming the grafs,

trees, and all that it met with ; fo that all the beafls thereabouts being frighted, we
could continue our journey to the next Libatte in all manner of fafety, though now
and then my fancy reprefented to me that terrible bead which frighted us.

Another day being upon our journey, we faw a great ferpent draw near to us ; it

was without any hyperbole twenty-five foot long, which I fliould not be fo ready to

aflTert, had I not feen and meafured the fkin of fuch another, nothing inferior to it,

which was prefented to F. Michael Angelo, and which he fent with fome other curiofi-

ties to his father. This creature had a head as big as a calf, and what frightened us

more was, that it came along the fame path we were upon. The Blacks, according to

cuftom, gave a great Ihout, and flriking out of the way, made us go up a rifing

ground to give it time, either to go back or move forwards. I obferved, that in going

on it made as much herbage fhake, as if there had been twenty people. We waited,

above an hour for it to pafs, after which we came down and went on our way.

F. Michael told me in Italian, that he might not be underftood ;
** I thought being fo

many of us we were fafe, but 1 perceive thefe Blacks are more fearful than we." To
which I anfwered, " We were to expefl; no farther afliflance from them but what their

heels could afford us, carrying us the beft they could, and rather flying from enemies

than attacking them." And to fay the truth, we often wiflied we had brought a gun

along with us, which would have been very ufeful, being often at fuch a nonplus and

in fo great danger, that without God's fpecial aiBitance we could never have come oflT,

being forced throughout the journey, either to fly, or to fire the herbage to fecure

ourfelves from wild beads.

One day as we drew near a river, where we were told there was never a Libatte, but

only two thatched houfes to entertain and lodge the Blacks that go from Loanda to

St. Salvador, the capital of the kingdom, being come within fight of the river, we
difcovered a number of cottages, and heard a great noife of people founding trumpets,

and playing on drums, fifes, and other inftruments. The Blacks halting a little, faid,

*' Perhaps that might be the great duke, lord of the province ;" but coming up we per-

ceived they were all new cottages, encompaffed with a thick hedge of thorn, to fecure

them againft the wild beads that come to drink at the rivers. We aflied a Black what

there was in that place, and he told us, there was the brother of the captain-major of

Dante, of whom mention has been made before. That gentleman hearing of our

approach, fent four Mulattoes, with mufquets, to meet us. Mulattoes are the children

of a White and a Black : Avith them came many Blacks, with fifes and trumpets. We
went to wait upon that gentleman, who received us with much courtefy, and told us,

that every evening wherefoever night came upon him, he caufed fuch a village to be

built, enclofed with thorns.

That worthy gentleman fhewed us abundance of refpeft, and treated us with pullets

and fruit of the country. We would have ftaid there till he was gone, efpecially be-

caufe there was no Libatte on the other fide of the river ; but he faid it was better we
fhould crofs whilft he was prefent, becaufe there were feveral Blacks well acquainted

with thofe parts, who would take care we fliould ' receive no harm. He bore us com-

pany to the river, with all the infliruments, and there was fuch a multitude of people

with him, that a man would have thought it had been the King of Ethiopia, there

being above eighteen hundred men, befides women and children, which was the reafon

we had been forced to fl;ay two days at Dante, where we found not men enough to

bear us company. He had fo much patience as to fee us carried over and out of

danger 5 and having faluted him, he returned to his cottage, where he caufed his

people
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people to make ready to march, which we had the pleafure to fee. Among the reft

we had twenty-four Mulattoes, who are bold, daring, and undaunted fellows in all

dangers ; they were armed with mufquets and fcymitars ; the Blacks had bows and

arrows, and half-pikes : the inftruments founded, and the cries were redoubled at their

departure, which made us admire to fee with what ftate and attendance great men
travel in thofe parts.

We went from the river, and the fun being very low, had fcarce travelled half a

mile when we flopped at the two cottages, but perceived we fliould not be very fafe

there from wild beafts, becaufe there were no thorny hedges, only four trees where

watch might be kept, and where we might reft that night, there being little huts on

the tops of them. The Blacks told us we might go into one of the cottages, and
that fome of them would ftand fentinel all night upon the trees, and the reft would go
into the other hut. F. Michael Angelo faid we ftiould be fafer if we got up the trees

;

but the Blacks aflured us we could not fleep there, telling us we need not take care,

for they would watch all night in their turns. We went into the beft cottage, and
caufed fome ftraw to be brought to lie on, as we did, after eating of what the black

gentleman had charitably beftowed on us, and giving thanks to God for having brought

us fafe fo far. After making the fign of the crofs, we gave ourfelves up to fleep.

About midnight we were difturbed by a lion and ihe tiger, that came fporting

together towards our huts ; and perceiving their roaring draw nearer and nearer, I

aflied my companion, whether he had heard the lion ; " Too much of it," faid he,
** and it would not be amifs, whatfoever may happen, that we ftiould hear one another's

confeflions." Having done fo, we looked through the crevices of the cottage, whe-
ther we could perceive them by the light of the moon : it was eafy to fee them, they

not being a ftone's throw off; and any body may believe it was not without fome heart-

aching that we filently expefted how God would be pleafed to difpofe of us. We
heard the Blacks on the trees, and thofe in the other cottage talk together ; and foon

after they lighted fire, which made thofe beafts fly towards the river. Thus were we
again delivered from that danger, through the mercy of God, to whom we had heartily

recommended ourfelves.

The next day, having travelled half our journey to the next Libatte, we heard a

great noife of people, and drawing near them, found they were Blacks carrying a

Portuguefe to be canon of St. Saviour, where the cathedral of all the country is.

Having viewed him, and remembering we had feen one another at Loanda, where he
came every day to fay mafs in our church, we exprefled the great fatisfaftion we
received in meeting fo fortunately, and travelled together the remaining part of the day.

We aflied him how he could leave fo fine a city as Liftjon, his native country, to come
into thofe wretched and defort countries. To which he anfwered, he had a good
penfion allowed him of fifty Mil Reys a year, which is about feventeen pounds fterling.

*' I would not undertake fuch a tafk," faid I to him, " for a thoufand millions of gold."
" What do you come to do here, -then ?" quoth he. " It is for the love of God and
our neighbour," replied we, " that wc left Italy ; and \te fliall think all our care and
fatigues fufticiently rewarded, if but one foul purchafes heaven through our means."
Difcourfing in this manner, we came to the Libatte, where we found but few people,

which trou!)led us, becaufe there were not Blacks enough to convey us all ; which
made us dcfire the canon to go before, and we would ftay till his carriers came back,
but we could never prevail with him, though it had proved better for him, for he
died a few days after at Bombi, whence we were gone before he came, and where

T 2 wg
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we might have comforted and done the laft duties towards him, if he were part: the

others.

Bombi is a very great Libatte, where there refides a marquis, fubjeO: to the great

duke of Bamba, as he is to the King of Congo. There we found a fon of the mar-

quis, who fpoke Portuguefe, and offered to go along and be our interpreter, not only

on our journey, but during our flay at Bamba, which we accepted of, with the

confent of his father, the marquis. When the fun was up, we fet out better pleafed

than before, becaufe we had that youth of twenty-five years of age with us, who
exprefled himfelf well in Portuguefe

;
yet we fuffered neverthelefs for that, for when

we lead thought of it, we perceived at a diflance a great fire the Blacks had lighted

among the herbage, which running on before the wnd, drove all the wild bealts to-

wards us : our men f?>iJ, " Fathers, we mud fliun the fury of thefe beafls, for perhaps

there are lions and tigers among them, the beft way is to climb the trees." Hearing

this, and being fenfible there was no other remedy, we opened one of our trunks,

and took out a ladder of ropes, made in Brazil ; then we made a Black get up a tree

to faden it, after which, my companion and I, and the marquis's fon went up, drawing

up the ladder after us, all the refl getting up other trees. And in truth we were

in the right not to lofe time, for that troop of wild beads was with us immediately,

and their number was fo great, that as many as we were, we fhould all of us have

fcarce made one good meal for them. There were tigers, lions, wolves, pocaffes,

and rhinocerofes, which have a horn over their nofe, and feveral other forts of crea-

tures, who, as they pafled by, lifted up their heads and looked at us. Our Blacks,

who had arrows for the mod part poifoned with juice of herbs, wounded fome of them,

but that did not make them run fo much as the fire they felt drawing near. This

danger being pad, we came down, and went on our way, giving thanks to God for

having delivered us from fuch danger of death.

The next day we came to a Libatte, where we found but very few people ; they told

us they were gone to the war with the duke ot Bamba againd the count of Songo, who
had been long revolted againd the King of Congo ; that after fome were dedroyed on
both fides, the red concluded a truce, and fome time after took up arms again.

There being but few men in that place, we refolved to part, that fo one might ex-

pert the return of thofe that carried him who went fird. F. Michael Angelo offered

to go before, our refidence at Bamba not being far off, and fend me twenty men from

thence to carry me and our burden which was to remain behind. I daid fix days with

the marquifs's fon, both of us living upon kidney-beans, which in their language they

call Cazacaza, and the young man gathered them every day ; but perceiving that food

of kidney-beans did not nourilh me, and that I could fcarce dand upon my legs through

weakncfs, I began to firing beads, fitting upon a little draw at the door of my cottage,

which the Blacks obferving, who were mod of them good old men, they flocked about

me, admiring thofe beads with filk taifels, to which the medal was fadened, and

earnedly entreated me to give them a pair of beads for tlie Macolonte. I told them I

would, provided thev gave me a pullet, having feen a great many about the Libatte,

which they did. NeceiTity obliged me to do fo,- there being never a child to baptife

there, and they being little acquainted with giving alms for God's fake. In fhort,

with the htlp of the beads, I lived the bed I could.

At lad the Blacks my companions fent me came ; and being on our way not far from

the Libatte where we were to lie that night, we were furprifed to meet a lion lb wounded
that he could fcarce go, and left a traft of blood wherefocver he went. The Blacks

in a fright fet down their burdens and me fo haflily, that I had much ado to get loofe

I out
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out 0/ my net ; they laid hold of their bows, and one of them taking the two fticks, as

I defcribed them before, lighted fire, and put it to the herbage, which immediately

flamed, it being then almclt dry, very tall and thick, becaufe it was the month of

March, contiary to what is ufual in our European countries ; the flames rifing, and
the Blacks continuing their cries, the lion who was coming towards us in a fury, turned
about and took another way. We came to the Libatte an hour before night, but it

had no enclolure of thorns like the refl:, and went to the great place in it, where we
found all the people gathered about a wounded man ; I came down from my hammock,
and afked what the matter was ; they told me it was the Macolonte who had fought a

lion. They made way for me, and drawing near, I faluted him, telling him he was
in the wrong in not makhig a thorn hedge about the Libatte as was about others.
" Father," faid he, " as long as I live there will be no need of a hedge, when I am
dead they may do as they think fit." His wound was but flight, and I defired him to

tell me liow he had fenced with the lion. " Father," faid he, " as I was (landing here,

talking with my people, a hungry lion led by the fcent of man's flefh, came upon us

fo unexpectedly, without roaring as is ufual, that my people, who were all difarmed,

had fcarce time to make their efcape ; I, who am not ufed to run away, clapped one
knee and one hand on the ground, and holding up my knife with the other, fl:ruck

him with all my force in the belly ; he finding himfelf wounded, roared, and came
upon me fo furioufly, that he wounded himfelf again in the throat, but at the fame time

with his talon he tore a piece of fkin ofl:" my fide ; however, my people returning with

their weapons, the lion, wounded in two places, ran away fwiftly^ lofing much blood."

That was the lion which we met, certainly in a bad condition, being wounded with a

knife made after the manner of a Genoefe bayonet, guided by the hand of fo brave a

man as the Macolonte.

I was farther informed by him, that the great duke of Bamba, who had fought with

the count of Songo, was made the King's generaliflimo. At this time they brought
me a handfome young black woman ftark naked to be baptized. Being obliged to

catechife her, I caufed her to be covered with fome leaves, and reproved her for deferr-

ing to be baptized fo long, it being a long time fince the kingdom had received the

faith of Jefus Chrifl:. She anfwered, that fhe lived in the open country, as many others

do, who lie u.nder trees ; and that fhe had but then heard of the coming of the Capu-
chins. Having inflrucled her in the principles of Chrifiianity, and it being St. Joachim's

day, I called her Anne. The ceremonies of baptifm being performed, all the Blacks
of the Libatte, men, women, and young lads, whom they call Muleches, made a ring,

and took her in the midft of them, dancing, playing on their inflrumcnts, and crying,
" Long live Anne, long live Anne," with fuch a noife and hubbub, that I was quite

flunned and befide myielf. F. Michael Angdo having gone before me, there were no
children to baptize. I only baptized fome of the country, who will not draw into the

Libattes, that they may be more at liberty, though it be not without danger.

Next morning I continued my journey towards Bamba, and being forced to alight in

a great valley, becaufe the way was bad, I got out of the net, and walked about half

a league in a ftony way, a very rare thing in that country, where till then I had not

feen one (lone. The Blacks who were bare-footed fuffered much, and I was not with-

out fatigue, the heat being exceflive, and the path narrow; befides, the grafs which
was high and thick beat againfi my legs, which flayed them, and they were fore for two
months after. My companion had fared no better, for I found his legs fwathed.

Through the midfl of the valley there ran a river, narrow, but very deep. The
Blacks founded the ford to carry us over where there was leaft water, which was four

foot
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foot deep. We lay in our hammocks, and two of the luftiefh carriers held the ftafF

over their heads, not without danger of falling together into the water ; but they only

laughed at it, and flopped to bathe themfelves. We took notice of abundance of very

beautiful birds of feveral colours, green, red, yellow, and fome v.hich I thought the

finefl: with white feathers and black fillets, looking like the fcales of fifli ; their tail,

eyes, beak, and feet of the colour of fire. Thefe are Ethiopian parrots, which talk

like thofe of America, and are rarely brought into Europe, but fcarce ever into Italy.

Being very near Bamba^ I heard a bell, which they told me belonged to our con-

vent, feated on a hill. F. Michael Angelo had made it ring to mafs, and having faid

it, came to meet us with feveral Blacks playing on inflruments after their manner.

After performing my devotions in the church for my good journey, I went into the

convent, where I found four little ceils of mud-walls, covered with flraw, an entry and

porch, and facrifty or veftry, and church, all built with the fame materials. Whilft

we were giving one another an account of what had happened to us, there came a Black

from the great duchefs to bid me welcome, and lei me know flie was defirous to fee

me. Finding myfelf very mjch weakened, and fpent with continual fweating, I defired

him to excufe me to her, and affure her that as foon as I was a little recovered I would
not fail of going to pay my refpects to her. I had great need of reft, but being in a

ftrange country where every thing was new to me, curiofity made me go out to fee our

garden, where I could not fufficiently admire fuch variety of fruits of the earth, not

only of Africa, but of America and Europe, obferving all thole forts there which I had
before feen in Brazil. Thofe of Europe were grapes, fennel, cardoons or thiftles, all

forts of falleting, gourds, cucumbers, and many other forts, but no pears, apples,

nuts, or fuch like fruits as require a cold climate. At night the duchefs fent me a bottle

of wine made of the palm-tree, as white as milk. 1 tailed a little, but neither I nor

F. Michael Angelo liked it, we gave it to our Blacks, who looked upon it as a great

dainty, often repeating the word Malaf, which among them fignifies wine.

It is to be obferved that in the kingdom of Congo there are two harvefts every year

;

they begin to fow in January, and reap in April. After that they have their winter

when our fummer is, but that winter is like a fweet fpring or autumn in Italy. The
heat begins again in September, when they fov/ again, and have a harveft in December.

F. Michael Angelo had already taken feveral Blacks into our fervice, and fettled the

affairs of the houfe. The houfe and church being old, and threatening ruin, he had
thoughts of building new ones. He had appointed two of our Blacks to be gardeners,

one to be cook, one facriftan, two to go fetch water to drink and drefs our meat, one

to look after the little fhells which ferve inftead of money in that country, and to buy
honey, wax, fruit, meal, and buck-wheat ; and our interpreter, who continued with us.

We found a great many Blacks who underftood Portuguefe, Bamba being in the road

to go to St. Salvador ; thefe Blacks having often occafion to fpeak that language with

thofe that carried fuch merchandife as the Portuguefe merchants at Loanda tranfport to

St. Salvador. Bamba is a great town, feventy leagues from the fea, the capital of the

province of that name, and well peopled, becaufe of the great duke's refiding there.

I went to vifit the great duchefs, and we agreed together to fend a Black to the great

duke, to advife him to make a truce with the enemy, and return to his own eftate.

But being informed that the King of Congo was come to Pemba, diftant ten days'

journey from Bamba, F. Michael Angelo told me we ought to lay hold of that oppor-

tunity to go both of us to pay our refpefts to him, and the more becaufe our labour

would not be lofl ; for whatfoever place we went through, we Ihould find children

aAd youth to baptife and inftrud, aad might preach our holy faith. We fet out the

next
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next day with feveral Blacks allowed us by the great duchefs, rather for our guard than

any thing elfe, we carrying nothing with us but what was ncceffary for faying mafs,

and for our fubfiftence, leaving the reft in our houfe. We being to pafs over fome
very defert mountains, were told that abundance of lions were abroad, and that it was
requifite to give them time to get further oft' and lofe themfclves in the wood ; which

moved us, that we might force them away the fooner, and not lofe our time to no pur-

pofe, to fet fire to the fields, as we had done in the way to Bamba, and it fucceed-

ed with us ; for the wind fpreading the flame every way, made the lions go oft' very

foon.

We found abundance of children to baptize by the way as we had forefeen ; and

being come to Pemba, went to our hofpitiiim, or little houfe of reception, where F. An-
thony de Saraverre, a Capuchin of the province of Tufcany, refided, who received us

very courteoufty, and was aftoniflied to fee us fo young, for we could not make up fixty

years between us. Hanng told him our defign, which was to pay our refpefts to His

Majefty, and return immediately to our miflion of Bamba ; we prefently heard a great

noife of trumpets, iifes, drums and cornets, which drew near us ; and F, Anthony told

us, it was certainly His Majefty, and we might go out and falute him. No fooner were

we out of the convent, but we met the King, who was a young Black about twenty

years of age, all clad with a fcarlet cloak and gold buttons. He commonly wears white

bufkins upon carnation filk ftockings, or of any other colour ; but they fay he has new
clothes every day, vhich I could hardly believe in a country where fine ftufts and good
tailors are fcarce. Before him went twenty-four young Blacks, all fons of dukes or

marquifles, who wore about their middle a hankerchief of palm-tree died black, and a

cloak of blue European cloth hanging down to the ground, but all of them bare-headed

and footed. All his officers, being about an hundred, were much in the fame drefs.

After them came a croud of other Blacks, with only thofe black hankerchiefs.

Near to His Majefty was a Black, who carried his umbrella of filk, of a fire-colour,

laced with gold ; and another who carried a chair of carnation velvet, with gold nails,

and the wood all gilt. Two others, clad in red coats, carried his red hammock, but I

know not whether it was filk or died cotton ; the ftaft' was covered with red velvet.

We bowed and fainted His Majefty, whofe name was D. Alvaro, the fecond King of
Congo. He told us we had obliged him in coming into his kingdom, for the good of
his fubje£ls, but that it would be more pleafing to him, if we would go along with him
to St. Salvador. We humbly thanked him, and anfwered, that there was more need
of us at Bamba, there being never a prieft in all that j^rovince, whereas there were
many at St. Salvador. After this we talked with him of feveral matters concerning

Italy and Portugal ; after which he ordered his fecretary, who was a Mulatto, tp give

us letters of recommendation to the great duke, that upon all occafions whatfoever he
might not fail to aflift us in all things relating to our million, or our private concern.

Being thus difmifled by His Majefty, he made us feveral prefents, as we did of feve-

ral jewels of devotion, which were very acceptable to him, he being a pcrfon very reli-

gious and affable. We took leave of F. Anthony, and thanked him, returning very
well fatisfied that we had faluted the King, and feen in what ftate he goes, carrying fuch
a number of people about with him. King Alphonfo the Third in 1646, when he gave
audience to fome miflioners of our order, was more richly clad. He had on a veil of
cloth of gold fet with precious ftones, and on his hat a crown of diamonds, befides other
ftones of great value. He fat on a chair under a canopy of rich crimfon velvet with
gilt nails, after the manner of Europe ; and under his feet was a great carpet, with two
Itools of the fame colour and filk, laced with gold.

II We
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We went through our journey eafily enough, meeting with no particular obftacle,

and every day law all forts of beafts, fo that one would have thought they had rendez-

voufed there from all parts of the earth. One day as we were upon the road I heard

the crying as it were of a little child ; and making the Blacks, who went very h(i, ftop,

bid them take notice of that voice, to go fee what it was. " We hear it," faid they laugh-

ing, " but it is a great bird that cries fo." Which was true, for within a moment after

we faw it rife off the ground and fly away. It was a bird bigger than an eagle, of a dark

yellow. During this expedition both going and coming home, we had certainly flarved

had we not been paid for our ecclefiaflical fundtions. It is true, the people of the

country are very charitable among themfelves ; for if we gave one ot them any thing

to eat, he would give a little of it to the next he met, and fo all of them eat together,

which ought to put many Europeans to the blufh, who let the poor flarve rather than give

them a bit of bread. This I fay without any refleftion upon thofe who have more
compaflion for their neighbour's wants.

Being come again to Bamba, they began to bring us children to baptize, from all the

country about. Others came to be married, but thefe were few, and only fome of the

bell fort and moft civilized ; for the main difficulty lies in bringing the multitude to

keep but one wife, they being wholly averfe to that law. Others fent us their children

to fchool, which we were fain to keep in the church, becaufe of the great number of

them, infomuch that upon holidays not only the church, but all the place before it, was

full. We often faid two mafles a day ; true it is, we ufually went to fay the fecond in

another Libatte, where the Macolonte treated us with kidney-beans, common beans,

and other things the women fow in the country, fcarce eating any thing elfe, whilfl they

are there, and at work. When harveft is over, which is twice a year, they put all the

kidney-beans into one heap, the Indian wheat into another, and fo of other grain : then

giving the Macolonte enough for his maintenance, and laying afide what they defign

for fowing, the reft is divided at fo much to every cottage, according to the number of

people each contains. Then all the women together till and fow the land for a new
harveft, the earth being fruitful and black like the people.

So they have fomething to eat, they do not trouble themfelves about laying in great

{tore of provifions, fcarce minding in the morning whether they fliall have any thing at

night for fupper. It has often happened, when I have been travelling with them, that

having nothing to give them, becaufe I had it not for myfelf, they without any concern

would take a piece of wood which they cut and fhaped fo as to ferve inftead of a mat-

tock, and fitting down on the ground would cut up the grafs, and near the roots found

certain little white balls which they fed on : which did not a little furprife me, for hav-

ing taflcd of them, I could not for my life fwallow one of them ; and yet after fuch a

wretched meal, they would fkip, dance and laugh, as if they had been at a feaft.

What greater happinefs can there be, than not to be afflided when a man has nothing,

nor ib much as to defire what he has not ? So when they have any thing good to eat,

they oxprefs no more fatisfaftion than when they have the worft.

Our employment continued as ufual. There was never a day but we baptized eight

or ten children, and fometimes fifteen or twenty, the poor people coming many leagues

to us, which we confidering refolved to divide, one to (lay in the monaflery, and the

other to go into the country. F. Michael Angelo offered to go abroad firfl, promifing

not to flay above a fortnight, and to let me hear from him, I being to take my turn after

the fame manner, to the end that by this means both the town and country might

receive fome fpiritual comfort. During his abfence I continued adminiftering baptifm,

and teaching fchool. The great duchefs had two fons, D. Peter and D. Sabaftian, who
never
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never miired coining, efpecially to learn Portugucfe. At the fame time I inftrufted

ihem in the myfteries of faith, and their genius appeared to be fuitable to their birth,

though Blacks ; being of a fharp and ready wit, learning all I taught them, and behav-
ing themfelves as became luch princes. Now and then fome Black would come to me
to complain that a wolf had devoured one of his children in the night ; to which I

anfwered, " What would you have me to do ? If you who are the father or mother do
not take care of them, mull I look to them, who do not know where they go ?" For to

fay the truth, they take no more care of them when they are big, than if they were none
of their own.

I began then to be fenfible what it was to live without eating bread, or drinking wine

:

for though I was well in health, I had very much to do to ftand upon my legs, I was
fo fpent with living upon that food which has fo little nourifhment, and with which I

was forced to be fatisfied in thofe parts. So I recommended myfelf to God, that it

might pleai'e him to preferve my health, for the benefit of thofe poor Blacks ; not fo

much, to fay the truth, becaufe I found myfelf incapable of undergoing very long the

fatigue of our continual employment, as becaufe of the little likelihood there was of fee-

ing any other miflioners come into that country to fucceed us, and to eafe me of that

employment, which I found to be above my ftrength.

One evening an hour after fun-fet, I heard abundance of people finging but in fuch

a doleful tone as caufed horror. I inquired of my domeftics what that meant ; they

anfwered, it was the people of fome Libatte, that came with their Macolonte to difcipline

themfelves in the church, becaufe it was a Friday in March. This furprized me, and
I prefently fent to open the church-doors, light two candles, and ring the bell. Before
they came in, they continued a quarter of an hour on their knees before the church,

finging the falve rcgina in their language, with a very doleful harmony ; then being

come into the church, I gave them all holy water. They were about two hundred
men carrying great logs of wood of a vaft weight, for the greater penance. I fpoke
.a few words to them of the benefit of penance, which if we will not undergo in

this world, we fliall be forced to endure in the next. They were all on their knees,

and beat their breafts. I caufed the candles to be put out, and they difciplined

themfelves a whole hour with leather-thongs and cords made of the bark of trees.

After that we faid the litanies of our Lady of Loretto ; and having difmifled them, they

returned home, leaving the branches of trees they brought without the church, which
ferved us in the garden. This action, fo much to be admired in thofe poor people,

comforted and encouraged me, confidering how it pleafed God thofe miferable Ethio-

pians, almoft deftitute of all fpiritual anillance, fliould one day upbraid the Europeans
for their negligence, fince they are fo far from doing any thing, though they have full

liberty and conveniency, that they even defpife thofe that do, and in comtemptible man-
ner call them. Hermits, Executioners of Chriil, and Wry Necks. Be this faid without
olfence to thofe who do not approve of luch injurious words, and whole thoughts are

more agreeable to their charaflcr of Catholics.

Another night after the Ave-Mary bell, our Blacks that were in the garden called me
to fee the heaven burn, I went out, imagining it might be fome fire on a mountain, but

found it was one of the greatefl blazing (lars I ever law in my life. 1 told them how it

was called, and that it foreboded fome ill to the world ; that therefore they Ihould do
penance for the fins they had committed againll the majefly of fo great a God, who is

merciful to bear with finners, but juft with thofe that are impenitent. It was in March
i668 that this comet appeared. >

One day they brought me a quantity of round roots like our TrufFes (in Engliih, pig-

nuts) ; but iheiie grow on trees, and are as big as a lemon : opening them, there appear
vol.. XVI. z four
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four or five fuch auts red within. To keep them frefti, they put earth about them

;

when they will eat them, they walh them, tafte a little of each, and drink of their

water. In eating of them they have a little bitterilhnefs, but the water drank after

makes them very fweet. In their language they call them Colla ; and I having ob-

ferved that the Portuguefe made great account of them at Loanda, had fome fought

out, and fent them to thofe gentlemen, my good patrons, who in return fent me fome
prefents come from Europe,

F. Michael Angelo returned well pleafed with his progrefs, having baptized abun-

dance of infants and youths, who had never feen priefls ; for there are but fix Capu-

chms in the whole kingdom, except at St. Salvador ; and thefe have the hardeft tafk ia

the world to preferve their health ; and when any one of them dies, as it often happens,

it is a matter of no fmall difficulty to get another into his place. My companion being

come home, he applied himfelf to cultivate the garden, whence he had our chief nou-

rifhment ; and finding there fome vine-plants, he tranfplanted them to a rifing ground.

He fowed feveral forts of European grain, which all came up in perfection. He had

brought with him a great many iron tools ; for having baptized very many in a Libatte,

that was near an iron mine, he had caufed fpades, fhovels, hooks, axes, and other uten-

fils to be made of it for the garden and cutting of wood. He alfo caufed to be made
t\X'elve fharp fpears two foot in length, to be fixed upon ftaves, to ferve the Blacks to

defend themfelves againft the wdld beafts when they go through the defarts ; for being

fometimes furprized when they lead think of it, they can make no ufe of their bows.

The father told me what had happened to him during his abfence ; and particularly,

that flying once from the paws of a tiger, he was forced to run a great way into a

thicket of brambles, there being never a tree to get up, without which fhift he muft

have loft his life, as one of the Blacks did ; who, to avoid pricking his fkin among the

briars, trufted to the fwiftnefs of his heels, which could not deliver him from death,

that mercilefs heart foon overtaking him. The Capuchin habit did the Father a kindnefs

to keep off the prickles of the thorns, which had made as many holes in his legs as in

a cullender.

1 fet out in my turn, after faying mafs, with twenty of thofe who had accompanied

F. Michael Angelo, and came to ieveral places where no Capuchin had been of many
years ; fo that in fome Libattes I baptized above a hundred children, taking fomething

of thofe that would give, and beftowing my charity for God's fake on thofe that had-

nothing. I accepted of the prefents of the Macolontes, which were beans and kidney-

beans, to maintain thofe that went with me, who were fatisfied to attend us, provided

we maintained them. In fome places they fled as foon as they faw me, having, in all

probability, never feen any Capuchins. After fifteen days' travel, during which time'

I never returned to the fame place, I came back to our houfe, where I found my com-
panion bufy in the garden, which he had made up after the manner of Italy, and planted

vines, orange, and lemon-trees, fo that one would have thought it was net the fame

garden we found there at our coming.

Since that nation has received the faith of Jefus Chrift, there rtill remain among them
abundance of forcerers and enchanters, (as there- are heretics in Europe,) who are the

ruin of thofe people, otherwife tradable enough. It is in a manner impoflible for the

Kii g to root them out, infomuch as that Prince, who is a very good C.hrillian and
zealous catholic, has given leave to feveral of his great men, who know their lurking-

places, to fire their cottages ; but they having fpies abroad, though they meet at night,

make their efcape, and are very feldom taken.

The great duke was now come home, and frequented our convent every day. He
vas furprized to fee the alteration of our garden ; and the more, becaufe in thofe parts

II the
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the country is always green ; and when the ground is burnt any where, the grafs fprings

up again immediately. I enquired once ot the great duke, where he had left his army,
which confifted of one hundred and fifty thoufand Blacks. He told me he had dropped
them in the Libattes as he came along, to which they belonged ; and when he came to

Bamba he had but ten thoufand left. It is not to be admired there fhould be fo many
people ; for there being no fort of religious perfon, and mofl of them keeping as many
wives as they pleafe, the country cannot chufe but be well peopled. One of the kings

of Congo led nine hundred thoufand Blacks to the war againft the Portuguefe, an army
one would think fhould make all the world fliake ; and yet the Portuguefe gave him
battle with four hundred mulketeers, and two field-pieces. The terror of that cannon
loaded with partridge-fhot, and the death of the King, put them to flight. I fpoke
with the very Portuguefe who cut off that King's head, and he affured me they found
all the utenfils belonging to him of beaten gold. For that reafon they do not at prefent

work in the gold-mines, which are near thofe of iron we have fpoken of, left the Por-

tuguefe fliould make war upon them ; for what mifchief will not gold ftir up men to ?

There was fcarce a day but the duke, who lived near us, came to our church, in

which there was a chapel of timber-work pretty big, where were the tombs of the

dukes deceafed, over which there were figures made of clay like our mortars, coloured

with red. He once told us he had refufed to be king, that he might be nearer the

Portuguefe, to have the opportunity fometimes of drinking wine and brandy. We
underftood him perfeftly well, but would not feem to do fo, to prevent ufing him to

fuch familiarity ; for it is difficult to get wine to fay mafs, there being none but what
is brought out of Europe. This duke went habited like the King, but with fewer at-

tendants. He wore a coat down to his knees made of palm-tree leaves dyed black,

and over it a cloak of blue cloth ; a red cap with a gold galloon about it ; about his

neck he had a large pair of beads with above fifty medals, his legs and feet bare like

the reft. The fon of fome lord carried his hat, another his fcymitar, aiid a third his

arrows. Fifty Blacks went before him playing confufedly on feveral inftruments
;

twenty-five men of note, and one hundred archers followed him. It is no difficult

mattgr to find fuch abundance of foldiers, the men exercifing no trade, except fome
few who work in iron, or make thofe clothes of palm-tree leaves.

The women of quality wear the ftneft cloth of Europe, whereof they make petti-

coats down to their heels. They cover their back, breaft, and left arm, with a fhort

mantle of the fame fort, leaving their right arm naked. The inferior fort wear ftuffs

of lefs value, and the commonalty ftuffs made of palm-tree leaves, whereof they have
only a petticoat.

F. Michael Angelo one day told me he found himfelf much fpent, and prefently

after he fell into a fever ; which troubled me very much, and the more, becaufe in

that country there are neither phyficians nor medicines, but all mull be left to nature.

Bleeding is the only remedy ufed, and to that purpofe I lent to the great duke's furgeon :

he was a Black, who had learned that profeflion at Loanda ; for being ufed to bleed

the Blacks, it was eafier for him to praftife upon the Whites, whofe veins are more
vifible. During his ficknels, F. Philip our fuperior came to Bamba, which was a great

relief to me, becaufe he fpoke the language of the country, and knew the manner
of curing fick perfons in thofe parts. 1 was fenfible I iTiouId hate need of his affill-

ance, not being very well myfelf. Our fick man let me underftand that difeafe would
be his laft, becaufe he found it prevailed upon him. I fpoke fome words of comfort

to him, fignifying that his difeafe being but a double tertian, he might hope to recover

;

but however advifed him to leave all to God, and refign himfeli up to his holy will.

z 2 Soon
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Soon after he complained of a pain in his left ear, which fpread over his neck. I

miftrufted it might be an ulceration in the almonds of his ears, and acquainted the

fuperior with my thoughts, who was of the fame opinion. We anointed him with

oil of Angelico made at Rome, which feemed to work a wonderful effect, taking

away the pain ; but it removed to the other fide, and the fwelling in the throat in-

creafed, which made us forbear ufmg our oil, for fear it might do more harm than

good ; and to fay the truth, hearing him complain with fo flight a fever, I concluded

he was worfe inwardly than appeared outwardly. In fliort, notvvithftanding all the

care we took of him, I had the martification to fee him die the fifteenth day, having

received -all the facraments, and expreffed a faint-like refignation ;, hoping that the

Lord, who does not forget to reward his fervants, lets him now enjoy the recompence

of all his labours.

I\ly heart was more fenfible of my trouble for this lofs than my pen can exprefs

;

and, without doubt, had not our fuperior been there, fent by God's fpecial direction

in fo forrowful a conjuncture, and giving us all worldly and fpiritual alliftance, I had

died too, having already loll half my life, in that of the dear companion of my travels,

fnatched away by death. He had been blooded fifteen times ; and, being apprehen-

five it was too much, I gave an account at my return of his diftemper to the phyfician

at Angola. He told me it had been better to have bled him thirty times ; but his hour

was come, and it was the will of God.

The fuperior finding me in a fever, which increafed, thought Providence had fent

him to bury us both, and would not go away till he had feen the end of it : however,

he refolved to try means to cure me, caufing me to be blooded twice a day, which i

fuffered to be done without fpeaking one word : but, in truth, that ufage in a few days

brought me into a defperate condition, having been forty times blooded, and the fever

never decreafing. I confeffed, and received the holy viaticum, being nothing but Ikin

and bones. The father, but for whofe charity I believe I had died like a beaft, per-

ceiving the difeafe was like to be tedious, the fury of the fever abating, gave me to

underfland, that for the good of the miflion he muii: of neceflity be gone. I had fcarce

ftrength, bowing myfelf, to tell him, that fince he could not ftay longer, he fhould

inform my Blacks how they ought to manage me ; and that he would pleafe to fend

F. Michael de Orvietto to me, v.ith whoin I had travelled, and who knew how to look

to the fick. He promifed to do fo, but his orders mifcarrying, he came not. I was

left in my bed, not able to turn myfelf ; and the word was, that fo much bleeding had

almoft blinded me. In that condition, half alive and half dead, 1 was left to the mercy

of thofe Blacks, who ftole what they could, and brought me, when they thought of

it, a porringer of broth ; I being able to fwallow nothing of fubftance, and loathing all

fuftenance.

One day, when I was more call down with melancholy and fadnefs than the diftem-

per itfelf, I received a vifit from a Portuguefe jefuit, who came from St. Salvador, and

was returning to the college at Loanda. When he faw me in that miferable condition,

" How now, Father," faid he, " are you fo fick, and yet Itay in this defert ?" " I

came," faid I, " very well in health into this country, but after lofing my companion,

I fell fick, and have been now feme months ftruggling with death ; but I perceive it is

not God's will it fhould have the upper hand, though it was one of my wilhes." Two
days he ftaid comforting me, and prefenteid me with fome pullets, which were more
acceptable for coming from his hand, than for their own rarity. We confeffed to one

another, he declaring it was a fatisfaction to him to be thus provided, being to pafs

through many places, where the firing of the dry herbage made the wild beafts run

about
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about the country. He affured me that, as he came, he was forced to get up a tree,

though there were fixty Blacks with him, to avoid death threatened them by two tigers.

Therefore we are not to believe what fome authors have writ, that the tigers do not

aflault Whites, but only Blacks.

After his departure I remained with my continual diftemper ; but what comforted
me was, that every day I baptized ten or twelve children ; and not being able to fit

up alone in my bed, was held up by two Blacks, another holding the book, and an-

other- the bsfon, receiving what alms they gave me ; not for my own fake, for 1 could

eat nothing, but for my family, who would all of them have fcrfaken me had they

wanted meat. I married feveral of the chief people ; one of them gave me a fhe-goat,

whofe milk I drank every day, which indeed was little in quantity, but counted a great

dainty in that country. This happinefs I had in my indifpofition, that I flept all nic:ht^

which is twelve hours long, never varying half an hour all the year round. I would
willingly have er.ten an egg, but fick people there arc forbid eggs, they being looked

upon as unwholeibme for thofe that are ill, being too hot in thofe parts. Whilfl I lay

thus in bed, feveral cripples came to beg of me, and I gave them fome of thofe fliells

that ferve initead of money, of which three thoufand five hundred make the value of a

pilfole ; fo many are given for a pullet, for at Lilbon a pullet is worth a crown, in

Brazil a piece of eight, at Angola ten iliillings, and at Congo a piftole, which fcems
to me cheaper than a crown at Lilbon.

My bed was againft the wall, which was of fit clay ill put together, and might well

be called a neic of rats ; for there were fo many of them, and fo large, that they trou-

bled me very much, running over mc every night, and biting my toes, which broke
my reft very much. To prevent this, I caufed my bed to be laid in the middle of the

room, but to no purpofe, for thofe curfeil creatures knew where to find me. I caufed

mats to be laid all about my bed for my Blacks to lie on, and defend me not only againft

the rats, but any other vv'ild creatures that might come. This precaution flood mc in

no fteatl, for there was no night but the rats dilturbed me. Another confideration

moved me to keep thofe Blacks in my chamber, w'hich was, that they might fee how I

lived, and be witnefles of my behaviour, that country being no more free from detrac-

tion than others.

1 took the freedom to acquaint the great duke with the trouble I had from the rats,

and the (link of my Blacks, who had always fome wild and difagreeable fmell. He
laid he would give me an infallible remedy againft thole two inconveniences, and that,

had he known it fooner, he would not have failed of fending it : this was a little mon-
key that would expel tb.e ill fcent by that of liis fkin, which fmelt of inufk. I gave

him a thoufand thanks tor his charity towards me, and laid 1 ftiould expect that favour

from him. He fent me the tame monkey, whom I laid at the feet of my bed, and who
perlormetl his duty exadly ; for uiien the rats carrte as they were wont, the monkey
blew hard at them two or three tunes, and made them run away ; r.nd the fcent of

mulk with which he perfumed the chamber, corrected the ill fmell of the Blacks.

Thele monkeys are not the fame creatures a- the civet cats, for I have feen feveral of

thofe cats at Loanda, where they kee[' them fliut up in a wooden cage, and faitened

with an iron or filvjr-chain, and the owner of them once a Week, with a fpoon, takes

off the civet, which they call Angoglia, and which is found in a purfo between the hind

legs. In fliort, the little monkey did me extraordinary fervice, not only for thofe ufes

already mentioned, but to keep my head and beard clean and combed, better than any
of the Blacks would have done : and, to fay the truth, it is cafier to teach thofe mon-
keys than the Blacks ; for fhefe have enough to do to learn one thing well, but the

others every thing they are put to dexteroully.

lo Ijuft
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1 jull began to mend, though the fever had not left me, when bne ni^^ht as I lay

afleep, I felt the monkey had leaped upon my head ; I thought the rats had frightened

him, but at the fame time the Blacks arofe crying, " Out,'out, Father." Being tho-

roughly awake, I alked them what was the matter ; " The ants," faid they, " are

bioke out, and there is no time to be loft." There being no poflibility for me to ftir,

1 bid them carry me into tiie garden, which they did, four of them lifting me upon my
ftraw bed : their nimblenefs ftood me in good Itead, for the ants already began to run

upon my legs, and get to my body. After fliaking them off, they took ftraw, and

fired it on the floor of four rooms, where the ants were already above half a foot thick

;

and there muft needs be a wonderful quantity, for befides the chambers, the porch

and walking-place were full. They being deftroyed by fire, as I faid, I was carried

back to my chamber, where the ftink was fo great, that I was forced to hold the mon-

key clofe to my face. Having caufed the mats to be fliaken, we had fcarce flept half

an hour before I was awaked by the light of a flame of fire at the chamber-door : I

called my people to fee what it was ; they found the fire had taken hold of the thatch

of the houfe, and fearing the fire might increafe with the wind, I caufed myfelf to be

carried again into the garden. The fire being put out, we endeavoured to go to fleep

again, but all this hurry had difcompofed me too much ; and before the troublefome

night was quite over, I heard a great noife near us : I waked my Blacks that they might

be in readinefs, in cafe there was fome other army of beafts to engage. One of them

laid hold of one of the halberts F. Michael Angelo had caufed to be made, and went

out to fee who made all that hurly-burly : he came back again to tell us, that the pif-

mires having again broke into a neighbouring cottage, they had burnt them as we did
;

but the hut being all of ftraw, it was confumed as well as the ants, 'which made the

Blacks get out of their houfes for fear the wind fliould carry about the flame and burn

all that quarter. I got ofi", caufing myfelf to be once more carried into the garden,

giving God thanks that he had delivered me from the pifmires ; for had I been alone

faft in my bed, and unable to ftir, as I then was, it is certain they had eaten me up

alive. This often happens in the kingdom of Angola, where in the morning there are

cows found devoured in the night by ants, and nothing left of them but the bones. It

is no fmall deliverance to efcape them, for there are fome that fly, and are hard to be

removed from the place where they lay hold : but God be praifed that my body was

not devoured by them alive.

I had a young tiger given me, which I did not care to keep, efpecially becaufe the

monkey would not lie upon the bed with him : I gave it goat's milk to preferve it, but

it did not live long, and I was not forry for it, it being no fatisfadion to me to fee that

fine beaft, though little, and as yet unfit to do like the old ones. The great duke's

vifits were a great comfort to me, and when he could not come himfelf, he fent fome

of his chief men, who would ftay three or four hours fitting about me upon mats ; but

they always having their pipes in their mouths, and the fmoke offending my head, I was

forced to tell them they would oblige me in coming, but that I begged of them for

God's fake not to take tobacco in our houfe, and that the rather becaufe their pipes which

are an ell long have great bowls like a little pot, which are never out. They were fo

obliging as to comply with me, and when they came, left their pipes in the garden.

I found no other remedy for my diftemper but to recommend myfelf to God, through

the intercefllon of the glorious St. Anthony of Padua. In fhort, after long continuing

irrefolute, I refolved to caufe myfelf to be carried to Loanda, notwithftanding I was

fenfible of the fatigue of the journey, and could find no Black that would go along

to be my interpreter. I fpoke to the great duke, who promifed me a great many
Blacks,
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Blacks, but he found not enough to carry all my baggage, part whereof was therefore

left behind to be ftolen. I took another way different from that we came, and did not

pafs through Dante : all the poor Blacks flocking about me at my departure, came to

exprefs their concern for lofmg me, and I comforted them with the hopes of mv return,

if-it fliould pleaie God to rellore my health.

I went as far as the next Libatte without an interpreter, but could ^peak enough
to be underilood. I endured all that can be imagined in fuch a condition, for my con-

fcience checked me for putting myfelf into fuch danger, as if I would have teuipted

God ; but I had fuch coufidence in St. Anthony, whom I had taken for my advocate,

that I fancied I faw him before my hammock. During all this journey, which lafted

twenty-five days, I could not open my mouth till night, fo that the Blacks often came
to fee whether I was not dead. One day being to pais through a river, they difcovered

about twenty-five elephants that were gone to drink, which troubled them very much,
anil made them ftay till they were gone another way from us. Having crolfed the

river with fome danger, the two Blacks who carried me going up a hill, did not hold

the (taft faft, and let fne fall plump on the ground, which put me quite befide myfelf,

the ftatF having hit me on the head and almoll broke it: they took me up again, and
I bound my head with a handkerchief without fpeaking one word, fearing if I com-
plained ot iDeing hurt, rhey might leave me there, and fly unto the woods ; therefore I

thought it better to hold my tongue than talk to people that have no compallion.

Being come to a Libatte, they left me alone in a cottage upon a little ftraw, and
carried away my flaff" I had brought out of Italy, but I was relolved to be concerned

at nothing. I looked whether any body would come in, being very weak tor want of
fuftenance ; but nobody appeared all day till fim-fetting, when the women returned

with their children from their labour in the fields ; I defired them to boil me a pullet

I had brought with me : they having drelfed it very well, I took the broth, and gave
them the fowl, which made a great feafl: among them. All my fultenance during the

journey was a porringer of broth a day. They gave me two Niceftas, which are fo

refrelhing and dainty, that I could not forbear eating of them, though cautioufly, for

fear ot caufing my diftemper to increafe upon me.

Next day they carried me to a Libatte, where I found all the people made ftuffs of

palm-tree leaves, and therefore would not leave their bufinefs to carry me. Finding

them pofitive, and not knowing what other way to take, I bethought myfelf of a bag
of thofe ihells they call Zimbi, I had along with me, and began to call them, but they

were deat to me, though fitting in the next cottages on the ground about their fire

:

that is their ufual polture. After night-fall, that the women are returned out of the

fields with their children, they light a fire in the middle of their cottage, fit rcjund it

on the ground, and eat of what they have brought ; then they talk till fleep makes
them fail backwards, and fo they ipend the night without any further ceremony.
Finding it was to no purpofe to call and fpend my breath, I dragged out of the bed
where they had laid me, which was about a foot from the ground, and crawling upon
all four to the cottage-door, called a Muleche, or young lad, who was playing with

his companions, and getting him to help me, opened my portmanteau, whence I drew
the bag ot Zimbis, and fliaking the bag, that they might found, drew thofe hard-

hearted Blacks to me, and told them 1 would pay them m Zimbis it they would carry

me to the next Libatte : they agreed to it, but being too tew to carry all my goods,

part of thein was left to their dilcretion. '1,'here was no remedy but patience, and at

length, by the help ot Zimbis, beads, and medals, I came to Bamba, the (irlt place

belonging to the Portuguefe.

There
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There I was met by a Portuguefe, who lived in the place, with a prieft of Portu-

guefe extradlion, but bom in Africk ; they carried me to their houfe, and feeing my
countenance as yellow as faffron, faid to me, " Father, how came you to travel

through thefe defarts in fuch a condition ?" I could not anfwer them, nor op?n my
eyes. They underllanding by my carriers that I had eaten but one porringer of broth

a-day, and never ipoke all the way, endeavoured to bring me ro myfelf with malmfey

and new-laid eggs. Being a little recovered, I found all theii people weeping about

me. I told them nothing had befallen me but what I had forefeen when I left Italy,

and that I had concluded I fliould not return out of that country, as is the common
fate of the miflioners fent thither. I continued there two days, and having thanked

them for their civility and charity they had ufed towards me, went away to Loanda.

The Portuguefe gentleman would needs bear me company thither. I was kindly

received by the chief men of my acquaintance, who wondered to fee me alive flill with

that dead countenance. They fent me Ibme refrefliment, which I did not tafte for want

of appetite : there I continued fix months without being able to (Hr out of my bed, and

never quit of the fever : I loathed flelh, and could eat nothing but a little fifli. After

that, I bled at the nofe, and loft three or four pounds a day, as if I had not been blooded

during my ficknefs ; the heat 1 endured going on the hammock contributed much
towards it : it was furprifmg to me that there fhould be fo much blood in a man's

body. The phyfician told me that all the water I drank turned to blood, and I drank

iive or fix bottles a day, for they allow the fick to drink as much as they will. The
phyfician had me blooded twenty-four times by way of revulfion ; for I kept account

how often I was blooded during my three years ficknefs, which was ninety-feven times,

without reckoning the blood that ran in great quantities at my nofe, mouth, and ears,

which to me feems prodigious.

During my flay at Loanda, the R, F. John Cliryfoftome, fuperior of Loanda, came
thither with two or three Capuchins of our million, who had much ado to know me,
and were yet more furprifed to hear that moft of our fellows w ere dead in that country.

The father-fuperior refolving to provide the province of IViefTangrano, one of tlie

chiefeft in the kingdom, with miflioners, fent thither F. Peter de Barchi and F. Jofcph

Mary de Buflette : and within a few days news was brought that one of them was
dead, and the other at the point of death, which much troubled the fuperior, who had
taken a great deal of pains to bring them from Italy, which fnews how little that climate

agrees with our bodies. I defired the father-fuperior to fend me to Colombo, two
days journey from Loanda, to try to recover my health. I went thither with F. John
Baptift de Sallizan to a houfe of our father's near the river Coawza, where there are

abundance of crocodiles. We have there a very fine garden, in which are orange

and lemon-trees, and other fort of fruit. There is a fort of fiuit in Africk like our

St. John apple, at the end of which is a chehiut little differing from ours : the apple

is not eaten becaufe it is full of fibres, but they fuck the juice, which has a mufcadine

tafte. The chefnut is boiled, and taftes like our almonds, is very hot, but ihe apple

cold, and is called Befou.

Near that place live feveral Portuguefe farmers, who keep a number of fwine, cows,
and flicep, but know not how to make chcefe, it being very difficult there to bring

the milk to curd. We fometimes took the cool air under a fine row of trees ten paces

diftant, reaching from the church to the river. Thefe trees bear a certain fort of fruit

like great plums, but very harfli ; they hold their leaves all the year round. One
day as we were walking under thofe trees, we difcovered a great lerpent crofling the

river to our fide : we would have made it go back by Ihouting, and throwing clods of

earth
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earth for want of ftones, which are not to be found, but in fpite of us it came over,

and went to take up its poll in a little thicket of reeds near the houfe. There are fome

of them there twenty-five foot long, and as thick as a good colt, that make but a

mouthful of a fheep : when they have fwallowed one, they go into the fun to digeft it

:

the Blacks who know the manner of it, watch and kill them, to make a good meal of

them, for they are as fat as pork ; and having flayed them, they throw away nothing

but the head, the tail and the entrails.

F. John Baptift gave me an account of his travels in thofe parts of Africk, and

among the reft, of his being at Caflangi, where a black prince refides who rules a

large country, and is called Great Lord : that he came there at a time when that

prince's birth-day was celebrated after an odd manner : he makes all the people of his

country who can travel come into a great plain ; they leave only one place empty, in

which there are feveral trees, on which there are huts built for the great lord and
principal men of his kingdom, who go up thither with feveral mufical inftruments

founding. One of the moft furious lions in the country is faftened to a tree ftanding at

fome dillance from the reft. The fignal being given, the ftring that holds him is cut,

and then, after fome roaring, he falls upon the firft he meets : they, inftead of flying,

run together from all parts to kill him, being obliged to do it without any weapon,

and thinking theiufclves happy in dying before their prince. The lion, before he is

tired, kills feveral of them, and revenges his own death fufficiently, being at laft borne
down by the multitude. After that, the furvivors eat the dead, and accompany their

king with abundance of joyful acclamations to his palace, making all parts refound,
" Long live the Great Lord of Caflangi." Thus they folemnize this fellival, which
the Father affured me he had been an eye-witnefs of. A heUifh invention, and fit for

thofe barbarous people.

He alfo told me he would go to the kingdom of Malemba or Mattemba, where of late

years Queen Singa had reigned, who died a Catholic ; but that after her death the

people forfook the Chriftian religion, and returned to their ancient fuperftitions. I

agreed with him to go thither, if he could gain aduiittance into the country, provided

he fent for me ; but when he was gone, I heard no more from him, and was left

alone with two Blacks at Colombo. I baptifed but very few there, the country about

being poflefTed by the Portuguefe, but fometimes there came boats full of flaves who
were baptized j they brought me fait to ufe in the baptifmal water, dug out of the

mountains, which when pounded is very white. Whilft I was there, the fiftiermen

took a great filh as round as a coach-wheel ; in the middle it had two teats, and upon
it feveral holes through which it fees, hears, and eats, the mouth being a fpan long

;

the fifli is delicious, and the flefli of it like fine veal. Of the ribs of it they make
beads to ftop bleeding ; but having tried them upon myfelf, they did no good ; this

diftemper growing upon me, infomuch that they once thought I was dead, which ob-

liged the father-fuperior to make me return to Loanda. The dread of going to fea

again, made me unwilling to go from Colombo, though in other refpeds the place was
fcarce to be endured, being tormented day and night with infinite numbers of gnats

and flies, which almoft darken the air, befidcs the continual fear of ferpents, crocodiles,

and lions, who feldom failed a night of devouring fome cow, calf, or flieep.

At that time a veflel was loading at Loanda for Brazil. Having obtained leave to

return to Italy, I fpoke with the captain, who was very willing to receive me, thinking

himfelf happy in having a prieft, and efpecially a Capuchin, with him ; for not only

the Portuguefe but the Blacks themfelves cannot fufficient'^ admire to fee us take

progrefles into thofe barbarous countries, without propofmpHo ourfelves any other in.
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tereft but the fpiritual good of our neighbour, and the propagation of the Catholic

faith. I remember the great duke of Bamba one day fent me feveral Blacks to be my
flaves ; which I would not accept of, but fent them back to' him. I afterwards told

him, I came not into his country to make flaves, but rather to deliver thofe from the

flavery of the devil whom he kept in miferable thraldom.

The fhip I went aboard of, when it was ready to fail, was loaded with elephants'

teeth and flaves, to the number of fix hundred and eighty men, women and children.

It was a pitiful fight to behold how all thofe people were bellowed. The men were

(landing in the hold, faflened one to another with flakes, for fear they Ihould rife

and kill the Whites. The women were between the decks, and thofe that were with

child in the great cabin ; the children in the fteerage prefled together like herrings in a

barrel, which caufed an intolerable heat and ftench. The captain had made me a bed

upon the quarter-deck, with mats to keep me from the rain and dew.

This voyage is generally performed in thirty or thirty-five days at farthell ; becaufe

there is no occafion to go to the Cape of Good Hope for a wind ; but they fail in a

line : however we were fifty days, being many of them becalmed, during which time

we endured great heat under the line. Being we made no way, the captain defired

me to baptize fome Blacks that came laft aboard, it being forbid, under pain of ex-

communication, to carry any Blacks to Brazil that are not baptized j which I did, in-

ftrucling them in the principles of Chriftianity.

The Portuguefe, who knew there was danger in that calm we were in, either in

regard of the great heat of the fun, or becaufe among fo many mouths the provifions

grevv' fliort, one day took the image of St.Antony, which they fet againft one of the marts,

faying thefe words on their knees ;
" St. Antony, our countryman, you fliall be pleafed

to ftand there, till you have given us a fair wind to continue our voyage." This done,

and fome prayers faid, fome little wind came up, which fet us forward, and made us

rejoice. We parted very clofe to the ifland called the Aflumption of our Lady ; where

we did not touch, thinking we had no need of any thing. Neverthelefs the voyage

holding longer than we had imagined, a few days after we began to want provifions,

the proveditor not having rightly confidered how great a number of mouths there was

to feed.

The captain came to me full of afilidtion. and faid, " Father, we are all dead men,

there is no remedy for it." My ufual fever being upon me, and a difli of blooii before

me, I told him that was no furprifing news to me, and that having loft fo much
blood, I did not expedl to live long. He made me fenfible he fpoke of all the

fliip in general, and that they wanted provifions, being Hill far out at fea vdthout

difcovering any land. To comfort him in fome meafure, I bid him look into the

ftern-lockers, for I remembered my friends had given me fome provifions, which might

keep the Whites aboard alive fome time ; and as for the Blacks, he muft have patience

if they died, fince there was no portibility of relieving them ; but that neverthelefs

fince there were rtill forty butts of water, they rtiould give them as much as was ne-

ceffary ; and the climate being hot, they might live two days at leaft upon water only

:

that yet God might relieve us, and we ought to .confide in him, and not give way to

defpair.

1 would have fpoke fome words of comfort to the fliip's crew, and filenced them

;

but the difmal news I thought to acquaint them with being already come to their

knowledge, the children began to cry for mercy ; the women hearing them, fet up

the fame cry, and the men made up the difmal harmony ; which would have daunted

ihe boldeft heart. In finV ,. when they were a little pacified, I began in Portuguefe to

exhort
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exhort them to confide in the mercy of God, who never forfakes thofe who fincerely

rely on him ; adding, that God fent us that afili(f\ion to punifli our fins, and

for the blafphemies wherewith they diflionoured his holy name, and perhaps becaufe

fome of them were come aboard without confefling. Then turning to tlie Whites, I

told them, that the ill example they gave thefe new C.hriftians, making themfelves

drunk every day with brandy, had drawii that punifliment upon them : that the Bleffed

Virgin was alfo offended at them, becaufe they had given her name, to which all

refpeft was due, to a rope's-end, with which they beat the Blacks, which was not the

way to perfuade them that we believed her to be the mother of God. This diicourfe

made them again cry Mercy, but with a more fincere intention than at firft. After the

hymns of the Holy Virgin, which I caufed them to repeat, they made a vow to caufe

eighty maffes to be faid, forty for the fouls in purgatory, and forty in honour of

St. Antony.

Their minds being a little fettled, the captain ordered every Black a porringer of

water ; but thofe poor wretches, efpecially the children, began to cry for hunger.

The companion their cries moved in me, without any means of relieving them, made
me retire to my cabin of mats. I continued fo a day without eating, for fear of

(harpening their hunger if they faw me eat. It was likely that unlefs God wrought
fome miracle, we were all loft.

As I lay full of thefe thoughts, I heard fome begin to talk of living upon man's

flefli, fo far had defpair difordered them ; for which I reproved them feverely, pro-

tefting that rather than fuffer any one to be killed to maintain another, I would fa-

crifice my own life if it might any way contribute to prolong theirs. Notwithftanding

all this affliction, there were thofe aboard who did not forbear doing fome vile actions.

The mailer, being drunk, mortally wounded a failor ; but he being the ableft and
moft experienced feaman in the (hip, it was requifite to pardon him, and wink at it.

At length God taking compaffion on us, we difcovered land ; three days we continued

without eating, and the water was fpent before we got to the Ihore. "Who can ex-

prefs the joy which fucceeded the former forrow ! To hear all their difcourfe, one

would have thought all the people in the fhip had been out of their right fenfes. I

obferved the Ihip lay much more to one fide than the other, and obliged the captain to

redrefs it, the burden of men being greater on that fide which inclined. He did it by
filling four calks with fea-water, and faltening them to the other fide.

We difcovered Cape St.Auguftin, well known to the Portuguefe, and on Sunday
entered the port of Baya de Todos os Santos, or the bay of AH Saints, the capital

town of all Brazil, where the viceroy refides. There we found feveral veffels of all

nations. Next morning feveral boats came to us with merchants and others who had

Haves aboard. Underftanding we had been fifty days at fea, they concluded that moft

of the Blacks were dead, and were pleafingly furprifed when they were told there

wanted but thirty- three of the number, it often happening that half of them die in

that paflage. They thanked God for that miracle wrought in their behalf, for it would

have been a very confiderable lofs, if all the ilaves had been dead.

I went afliore as well as the reft, but my weaknefs was fuch, I had no ufe of my
legs. A good woman, into whofe fliop I went, had compaffion on me, and lent me
her hammock to carry me in to the Francifcans, who received me very courteoufly.

A Genoefe captain of my acquaintance would have carried me to his houfe, but I

excufed myfelf on account of the obliging reception I had met with in the convent

;

declaring that unlefs I found 1 was a burden to them, I would not leave it till my
departure out of the country. The governor of the ifland of St. Thomas, which is

\ A 2 under
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under the line, fent his fteward to make me a vifit, and to defire me to come to his

palace to fee a Capuchin that kept his bed, and had been .fixteen years in Africk,

either in the aforefaid ifland, or the kingdom of Benin and Overola. I could not go
immediately, but went afterwards feveral times to fee that Father, being carried in a

hammock. He wondered to hear I was fo obedient to my phyfician, who was the fame

that had him in hand ; but the phyfician told me, that according to his way he could

not live long ; and fo it proved, for he died foon after at Lifbon.

In this convent there is a chapel of the third order of St. Francis. On Maunday-
Thurfday the Fathers made a proceflion, in which all the images of faints of the third

order were carried. Then followed three hundred Blacks, carrying whole trees for

mortification ; others had their arms bound to a great beam in the nature of a crofs,

and others after other manners. I was told their fathers* confeffors had enjoined them
that penance for robbing their mafters, and committing other fins. It is not the cuf-

tom there to make fepulchres that week, but they expofe the bleffed facrament with

an infinite number of white wax-lights, whereof there is great plenty there, as well as

of honey.

The Genoefe captain, who was to fail for Lifbon, had given me my paffage aboard

his fhip. Being ready to fail, the viceroy fent to defire the captain, that fince he had
a good fighting fhip, he would, for the King's fake, convoy the merchants' fhips that

were ready to fail, for fear they might fall into the hands of the Turks when they

came near the coaft of Portugal ; that kept us till Holy Saturday. Leave to depart

being obtained of the viceroy, the captain fent me word to come aboard, which I did,

againfl: my will, not liking to begin fo long and dangerous a voyage upon a Holy
Saturday ; but he carrying me out of charity, I mull fubmit to his will. We failed,

firing all the cannon, and all the bells in the town clattering.

The fhip was like Noah's ark, for there were aboard it fo many feveral forts of

beafls, that what with the noife and the talk of fo many people as were aboard, we
could not hear one another fpeak. The loading was a thouiand chefts of fugar, three

thoufand rolls of tobacco, abundance of rich wood for dying and making of cabinets,

elephants' teeth ; befides the provifion of wood, coals, water, wine, brandy, fheep,

hogs, and turkeys : befides all this, abundance of monkeys of feveral forts, apes,

baboons, parrots, and fome of thofe birds of Brazil, which they call Arracas. The
fhip carried fifty guns, four-and-twenty patareroes, and other neceiVaries. The people

aboard were of feveral nations, as Italians, Portuguefe, Englifli, Dutch, Spaniards,

and Indian flaves who followed their mailers. The great cabin was hired by a rich

Portuguefe merchant, whofe name was Aniaro, and who was returning to Lifbon with

all his family, that is, wife and four children
;
gave a thoufand crowns for his paffage,

and had laid out two thoufand upon provifions and necelTaries ior fo long a voyage.

That honeft man feeing me fo fick, freely offered me a place in his cabin, which was
large, painted and gilt. I accepted of his ofter, his wife giving her confent, who,
being a virtuous lady, was glad to have a religious man's company. He would have

allowed me his table, but I told him I was engaged to the captain, but that I might

breakfafl with him fometimes after mafs, which I faid every day in the great cabin

during the voyage, which lafled three months, excepting only three days of Itonny

weather ; and not only he, but all the Portuguefe aboard were at it. The chaplain of

the fhip faid upon deck to the feamen and officers of the fhip.

As we were under fail, having fcarce run two leagues, and being bufy placing the

trunks and goods aboard us, it pleafed God to mortify us, who thought ourfelves the

fafeft of the five Ihips, that we might learn to hor.our holidays better ; for we ftruck

I five
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five times furioufly upon a bank, which threw both the men and goods, not yet lafhed

to, from fide to fide, and put all into a great confternation, the veflel (licking fall

upon the flat. The officers and pilots, in a fright, thought to fave themfelves from
imminent danger of death, which threatened, and leaped haftily into the boat to get
to land, which was not far off, for we were flill in the harbour, it being four leagues

in length. The failors and paflengers, feeing themfelves forfaken, began to cry aloud,
" We are all dead, we are all dead." And who can be able to defcribe what a fad

fpeclacle that fhip was, which but jufl: before looked like a caflle on the fea ? This
conclufion made me rife from a mat on which I lay ftruggling with a fever ; and being
upon deck, perceived we made no way, though the fails were all loofe, and a plank
floating upon the fea, which made it appear the fhip was faft.

Nothing could be heard but cries and complaints. Some cafl: a barrel into the fea,

others a roll of tobacco, others a chefl; of fugar, to lighten the fliip, and every one
did foiiiething to fave his life ; only the captain fat flill like a fl:atue, without being

able to fpeak or fl;ir, though he had fought fix Turks in that fame fliip. They would
have fired a cannon for the others to come to our afllfl:ance, but in that hurry they
could neither find gunner, powder, nor match. The feveral forts of animals hearing

fuch a noife, began to play their part and increafe the confufion. In this general con-

fternation both "VVIiites and Blacks came to caft themfelves at my feet, crying, " Father,

P'ather, confefllon, abfolution." Having caufed them to make an ad of contrition,

I gave them abfolution, wanting time to hear them fingly. I met the chaplain of the

fhip in his fhirr, bis countenance altered and looking ghaftly, though he was one of
the bravefl men aboard, as he had often made it appear, fighting with the Turks upon
feveral occafions. After hearing his confefllon according to his defire, I alked him,

what he intended to do in that cafe ;
" O God," faid he, " I had no mind to come

on board, but I (uffered myfelf to be deluded." I would have encouraged, and made
him conceive, that God had not altogether forfaken us, but we might yet efcape that

danger. " Suppnfc it does fo fall out," replied he, " I am refolved to fwim for it,

and get afliore." The others hearing his refolution, renewed their complaints and
exclamations. I went into the great cabin, and found the Portuguefe lady fitting on a

caipet, and leaning upon two cufhions, with her four children on their knees, their

hands clafped together in a fright, and crying, " Mercy ;" the hufband fitting on a
chair, rather dead than alive. I comforted them both the beft I could, and heard

their confcflions.

In the mean-while there came aboard us a captain, who was a friend to Senhor Amaro,
to carry him and his family away to his fhip. He feeing the horrid confufion we were
in, began to encourage all the people, and fent two of his men to the pump, and into

the hold, to fee what harm was done. They neither found water, nor any thing

broken, and perceived that the plank we had feen on the water, was only fome of the

fheathing which had given way. Our captain taking heart, ordered to cait the

lead, and found but little water for fo great a fhip. Then he caufed the fhip's head

to be brought about, which made the veifel move ; and it was well for us there hap-

pened to be but little wind, for had it blown hard we muft have been beaten to pieces.

They that were afhore feeing us make way, came back with the boat ; and we continued

our voyage towards Fernambuco, a hundred leagues dillant from Baga de Todos of

Santos. There we tame to an anchor, five miles from the town, the harbour being

unfit for great fhips.

'i'he governor kept us there five days before he difpatched us. As we were weigh-

ing anchor, when it was already above water, it broke off fo fuddenly, that all the

men
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men who worked at hoifting it, being forty of them, fell down and hurt themfelves,

fome on the head, fome on the fides, and others in other places. They would have

recovered it, but there was no doing of it, becaufe it dropt in a place that was very

foul and full of fmall rocks.

It was pleafant to fee our (hip, where every tradefmap worked at his trade, as if he

had been in his (bop ; there were gun-fmiths, armourers, butchers, fhoemakers,

tailors, coopers, and cooks. Others mended the colours, there being an hundred of

feveral forts, very fine upon great days, and particularly the pendant at the main top-

maft-head, eight ells long, and all of carnation taffety. When the weather would
permit, the other vefiels bore up to us, and gave us a concert of drums and trumpets,

faluting us with three huzza's all the failors gave, taking the fignal from the boat-

fwain's whiflle. The captain exercifed his men in firing volleys. Thefe diverfions

were one day interrupted by this accident :—Eleven Engliflimea came together to com-
plain to the captain that they were not allowed water enough to drink, which put him
into fuch a paflion that he went to lay hold of a fword, and had done them fomq
mifchief, had not care been taken to appeafe him. He caufed one to be put into the

bilboes, with two men to ftand fentinel over him, till we came to Lifbon, for fear he

Ihould raife fome mutiny among his comrades ; tor that Englifliman was wonderfully

ftrong, would manage a cannon as another man would a mufquet, and had formerly

blown up fome fhips, fetting fire to the powder. He punilhed him after this manner
to teach the reft, not to come in a body like mutineers to make their complaints to

him, whereas one alone fliould come when they wanted any thing. There was another

Englifliman, whom they called Kill Turk, whom he alfo put into the bilboes, becaufe

he had made himfelf drunk with two bottles of brandy, and was not fober again in

three days. He was fo ftrong, that they faid he had cleft a man with his cutlafs, and

therefore it was feared he might do fome mifchief in the ftiip, being in that condition.

One morning, before fun rifing, being near the coaft of Portugal, we heard a can-

non fire, and the fliot fell not far from us. I turned out to fee what was the matter,

and obferved that Captain Jofeph, brother to our captain, had put up the red ancient,

which was a fignal of battle. Our captain took a perfpe6five glafs to difcuver what
It was that had occafioned it, and a moment after told us his brother was miftaken,

and that thofe fails we difcovered, to the number of five hundred, were fiihing-

boats, that fail with any wind. The fun rifing, it appeared he was in the right, and
we perceived, without the help of a glafs, a prodigious number of boats covering all

the coaft. It is not to be admired that there is fo much fiihing, for n^oft of the people

in Lifbon eat fifli at night, even upon flefli days, which caufes an infinite confumption,

and it is not fold by weight, but by the barrel.

We arrived at Cafcais, a little town without the bar, aiid failed on to Fort St. Julian,

where we fired fo many guns that the report reached the city. Being come to the mouth
of the river Tagus, we faw abundance of boats coming towards us, as well Italians as

Portuguefe, that feemed to cover all the harbour ; they were merchants and others who
had fome concern aboard us. I knew feveral who did not know me. They were fur-

prifed to fee me alive, after they had received an account that I was dead, and exprefs-

ed much joy that the news had proved falfe. Having taken in pilots belonging to the

port, as is the cuftom, we came to an anchor juft before His Highnefs Prince Peter

then Regent of Portugal's palace, the King being fent away to the illands Terceras.

All that came aboard the fhip had put on fuch fine clothes, that I fcarce knew them
again. This they do at every port, being but meanly apparelled, as long as they are

at fea. After ray compliments to all thofe who had been kind to me during the

voyage.
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age, and particularly to our captain, I went afhore to our convent, to expedl fome (hip

bound for Spain.

It was not long before an opportunity offered : Captain Dominick, a native of Cor-
fica, who was defirous to have a prieft aboard him, came to offer me my pafl"age in his

fhip, which was to fail in company of two others, the Loretto and the Princefs. His
fhip was called the Paradife, and it Vv^as too good an omen to refufe to be chaplain to

the Paradife. Several Dominicans, Benedictines, and other religious men, went aboard

with me, inforauch that one faid, " We were afraid we fliould want a chaplain, but

here are enough to keep a choir." However thofe good religious men, who were very

much afraid of death, were no fooner under fail, but they kept themfelves fo clofe under
deck, that not one was to be feen. They admired, that I being indifpofed, the fea did

me no more harm than if I had been affiore : but 1 faid to them, " Fathers, you need
but go to the Indies, and then you will be no more afrsid of the fea than I am."

During this voyage I fell into difcourfe with an Irifliman, though he was a heretic,

becaufe I found fome difpofitiou towards gaining that foul to Jefus Chrifl:, and the more
becaufe he was of an inoff'enfive nature. He obferved what I did, efpecially when I

faid mafs, and was pleafed to hear the truth j fo that in a few days, with God's aflift-

ance, without which the endeavours of the ablefl: men are ufelefs, I brought him to

waver in his opinion. He told me, he would have abjured in public immediately, but

that he would firll go vifit a brother of his at Cadiz to receive abfolution. In fine, I

was informed by him in that very town, that he was become a Catholic, which never-

thelefs I would not publiffi, though 1 faw him more pleafant than he ufed to be, fearing

he might do like many others, who fometimes appear very zealous, and yet afterwards

forfake the good way they were in.

Though our ffiip was the biggeft of the three our convoy confifted of, yet our cap-

tain had confented that the captain of the Loretto, as being the elder, Ihould be com-
modore. One day we difcovered a ftiip, and it being our captain's duty to know what
(he was, he made all the fail he could. We fetched her up in a quarter of an hour,

and fired a gun without a ball to make her ftrike, as tlie Itrongeff; ufually do. They,
inltead of imfwering our expedition, crowded up all the fail they could, as if they

would fly, their veilel being much lefs than ours ; that made our captain fufpedt they

might be Turks, fince they had put out no ancient. He fired at them with ball, and
put up the red ancient, which made them anfwer with one gun but without bullet.

Being very near, the captain made a trumpeter, who fpoke feveral languages, hail

them. He fpoke to them in French, becaufe they had put up white colours, but we
fufpeding it was a cheat, bid them fend fomebody on board. They launched their

pinnace, and the mailer came aboard, by whom we were informed, that tiie imagined

Turk was a velfel laden with falt-fifli from Nantes, and bound for the iflands Madeiras.

They drank the healths of the Moll Chriftian King, and the republic of Genoa, and
every one made the bed of his way.

At lafl; we came to an anchor in that great and noble port of Cadiz, one of the mofl:

famous in Europe, full of an infinite number of fliips, galleys, barks, caravels, tartans,

and other veffels, which I was affured at that time amounted to an hundred fail. Juft

at the entrance of the harbour we faw twenty-five fliips of an extraordinary bulk. There
is a continual refort of ffiips from all parts of the world, even from the Indies ; and it

is ufual there to fee thirty or forty fail come in or go out in a day, as if they were but
little boats. I went alhore with an Italian gentleman, and fome Spanifli merchants, and
we were all of us prefently ilopped by the cuftom-houfe ofliicers : I gave an account of
myfelf, and fo did the gentleman ; but he added he was a foldier in the King's i'ervice,

and
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and they let him pafs : the Spaniards faid fo too, and we caufed our goods to be loaded

to go to our feveral homes. No fooner were we in the town, but the chief officer of

the cuftom-houfe, with his followers, flopped the porters, and bid them carry the goods

to the cuflom-houfe. The Spaniards faid they were all cleared, and there was no need

of further fearch. The cuftomer gave a furly anfwer ; one word drew on another, fo

they came to ill language, and from ill language to blows. An hundred fwords were

drawn in a moment, but they were thronged fo clofe together, that they fought with

the points of their fwords up, flriking one another with the pummels, and making fuch

a noife, that one would have thought they were going to cut one another in pieces.

The duft flew fo thick, there was no feeing one another, and the field of battle being

near the harbour, the people ran thither in crowds, fearing there were many killed and

wounded. There was much crowding to part the combatants, hearing their cries, and

the clattering of their fwords ; but what abundance of rational fober people could not

do, was done in a moment by four drunken Englifhmen, who, to make way to go to

their fhips, began to throw flones fo furioufly, that every man thought themfelves happy

enough that his legs were found enough to run away. Thofe who were fighting, not

thinking it fafe to lland that fhower of flones, made their efcape in an inflant, fome one

way, and fome another,

I repaired to our monaftery, where my fever, which had granted me no refpite, in-

creafed, and kept me in bed a month, being forced in that time to be fix times blooded

again, and that while our fhips were gone. Before I could continue my journey into

Italy, I took the opportunity of going to the fhrine of St. James the apoftle in Galicia,

and, to that purpofe, aflTociated myfelf with a Milanefe religious man of the third order

of St. Francis, with whom I embarked for Porto. A flormy fort of gale carried us

thither in a few hours, from whence we went by fea to Birona, and from Birona with

much difficulty afoot to Compoflella, where we vifited the famous church of St. James

the apoflle. The canons of this church are all clad in fcarlet, and called cardinals.

They told us, that none muft fay mafs at the ftint's altar but prelates and grandees of

Spain, for which reafon the facriflan would not permit us to fay at that altar. The
faint's fhrine is placed on the altar, with his image upon it, fo that the pilgrims who go

thither for their devotion, afcend four or five fleps, and put their hat on the head of that

effigies, which is clad like a pilgrim. There are abundance of filver lamps about it,

but they are all black, as if they were of wood. leaving faid a Pater and Ave, we
went away ; and the Father told me, that if he thought it was as he found it, he would

never have come into the country. I lodged at a goldfmith's, who treated us at table

with Florence wine, Bolonia faufages, and Parmefan cheefe ; which made me admire

that Italian wines and provifions fliould be found in fo diftant a country, and we may
well fay, it is the garden of the world.

We had received information that, at Cape Finiflerre, there was a fhip ready to fail

for Cadiz, which made us haflen our departure. Juft as the captain was» going into

his boat to embark, we got thither ; and, though I knew he was a heretic, I begged

of him to give me my pafTage to Cadiz aboard his (hip for God's fake. He, without

anfwering, made me a fign to go into the boat, which, when I had done, feeing he

had not anfwered me, and perhaps becaufe he did not underfland Spanifh, I fpoke to

him in Portuguefe, then he anfwered I was welcome, and that he would not only carry

me to Cadiz, but to Seville, if I would. I thanked him for his charitable offer : but

my companion, who would have been glad to be in fuch a habit as mine, was forced

to pay for his paflage. It was a great Englifh man of war of feventy guns, and three

hundred men, loaden with anchors, and other naval llores. It was bound by order of

His
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His Britannic Majefly to all the ports of Spain, to find out twenty-four frigates belong-

ing to that crown, fent againfl the Turks, and was to furnifli them with what they

wanted.

When we were out at fea, I faw the captain with a profpedive glafs endeavoured to

difcover fome fails that appeared at a great diflance ; after which, he went into his

cabin, and talked to his otiicers in Englifii, who went to give out orders, and prefently

after the drums began to beat, and the foldiers to take their polls. My companion and
I guefl: they were making ready to fight, though we faw no fliips, but they had feen

them. We directed our courfe towards them, failing with a fide-wind, and adding two

finall fails on the fides of the main-flieet ; fo that having fourteen fails aboard, we flew

like the wind itfelf, and cut the water in a mofl violent manner.

Within an hour we came up with the two fhips the captain had defcried, and they

having put out no colours, he gave them a gun to bring them in ; but they feeing they

were two to one, and, doubtlefs, never imagining our fliip was fo well manned, an-

fwered with a bullet, and, at the fame time, we heard from one of thofe fliips a con-

fufed noife of voices as it were of people that complained. Our captain faid he did not

queftion but one was a 'furkifh veffel that had taken the other which was a Chriftian,

and it proved fo. At the fame time he furled his fails, and gave them a broad-fide of

twenty guns, which made fuch a thundering as would daunt the bravefl: heart. It was

happy for us we had the wind, which carried all our fmoke upon the Turks. Yet they

fired like madmen from both fliips, for the prize was manned with Turkifli failors and

foldiers, and the poor Chrifl;ians were forced againft their wfll to help at the guns, the

.chief of them being put into irons. The cannonading continued an hour and a half,

and, not knowing what the event might be, the Father of the third order and I con-

feffed to one another. He was vexed at heart to be in that bufinefs, but I armed my-
felf with patience againit whatever might happen, whilll no ball reached me.

Our captain perceiving the fight was like to hold, caufed one of the enemies to be

boarded, grappling with them to come to handy flrokes. Then it was we began to

hear the groans and cries of the poor wounded men lying about the deck one upon

another, and ferving to flielter thofe that fought. The attack was furious, and the re-

fiftance vigorous ; but the enemy being inferior in number, began to give way and

yield. Our men without lofing time leaped aboard, put the Turks in irons and fet

the Chrifliians at liberty, who took up arms to be revenged of the infidels, and to

fecure the liberty they had newly obtained. The other vefl^l being left alone fled for

it, but our brave captain foon had all things in order, and put men aboard the prize,

which being lefs than his fliip, could better purfue the other that fled, which being

loaded with goods taken from Chrifl;ians was foon fetched up by the other we had

taken, that had nothing aboard but provifions and ammunition. They fired fome

guns, but perceiving our great fliip came up and was within cannon-fliot, yielded. The
lieutenant, who had the command of the firfl; given him, went to take pofleflion of the

other, putting the Turks in irons, and releafing the Chrifl;ians, who were in number

fourfcore in all, failors, merchants, and paflengers, befides twelve that were killed : of

the Turks there were a hundred and thirty, the relt being either killed or dangeroufly

wounded.
The three fliips drew clofe together, and our captain ordered all the C'.hrillians to be

brought before him, who all knelt down to thank him for their deliverance out of the

hamisof thofe barbarians : he aflced who was their captain ; and a lun;y man half fl;ript

told him in Spanifli it was he; and afterwards in Portuguefe, which our captain under-

ftood better, gave an account how they had been taken : that failing from Malaga

VOL. .\vi. B r. laden
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laden with vine, and being out of the ftraits near Cape St. Vincent, that Turkifh fliip,

which carried no 'goods, but was well manned with about two hundred and twenty-five

foldiers and failors, had attacked him, and being much the ftronger made themfelves

mailers of his veffel after fome refinance. The captain bid them go drefs themfelves,

and take pofleflion of his fliip again, making the Englifii come out. They returned

him abundance of thanks, and begged of him to convoy them to Cadiz, fince he was

bound thither as well as they, which our captain granted them. The Englifli divided

themfelves, fome aboard our fhip, and fome aboard the Turk, put all things in order,

and held on their courfe rejoicing that they had killed two birds with one ftone, having

taken the Turk, and delivered the Spaniards, among whom there were fome Neapolitans,

Milanefes, and Flemings.

As we proceeded on our voyage, making all the fail we could, the fky began to

grow dark on a fudden ; and fearing fome ftorm was gathering, wc lowered our fails,

which indeed was done jufl in time, for but a moment after the wind blew fo outrage-

oufly that there was no keeping the fliip to her courfe, but fhe was left to the mercy

of the wind. Then were there heard throughout the veffel fuch hollowing and calling

as increafed the terror of approaching death
;

yet the captain bid us fear nothing, for

that the fhip being new would certainly bring us off: however we did not ceafe to offer

up our fervent prayers. The Father feeing we were every moment in danger of perifh-

ing, told me we had done ill in goihg aboard thofe heretics, who are always under

excommunication ; but I anfwered, " Thofe who travel about the world muft make a

virtue of neceffity." In the meanwhile the man at the topmaft-head cried. Land, Land.

The captain ran up, and perceived we were on the coaft of Barbary, the ftorm having

carried us a great way up the Mediterranean ; for which reafon, before any Turks might

difcover us, he gave orders to fteer towards Oran, a ftrong place belonging to the

King of Spain. We got thither in lefs than an hour, the wind blowing fo hard, and

gave God thanks for delivering us from the Turks, the wind, if we had not minded it,

carrying us directly to Algier.

Our captain went alhore next morning with fome of his ofEcers and the Spanifli

captain ; they went to the governor, and gave him an account of our fight, and he in

the name of His Catholic Majefty thanked the Englifh. This fortrefs feems to be of

great confequence, and in a manner impregnable : it is well provided with cannon,

and very ferviceable to Chriftians when they are drove by ftorms upon the coaft of

Barbary, there being no other place where Chriftians can put in. Next morning the

wind being fair, we weighed anchor, and foon arrived at Cadiz. I had thoughts of

going afliore to our monaftery, but the captain told me, that he having fome bufinefs

at Seville had hired a bark to go thither, and that if I pleafed he would carry me in it

for God's fake, whicli made me not negleft fo good an opportunity. I itaid about a

day till he had difpatched fome bufinefs he had at Cadiz, and then we fet out, carry-

ing thirty men with us to row in cafe the wind failed us. We touched at St. Lucar,

ftaid there fome hours, and having kept going all night, arrived at Seville. I thanked

him for fo many favours I had received of him, declaring I was fo much the more fen-

fible of their greatnefs, becaufe I could not have received more from a Catholic. He
made me fuch an anfwer, as implied that Capuchins were in good efteem among
them.

I went to our monaftery, which is great confidering our poverty, and has a con-

fiderable number of religious men. There I continued eight days, as well to reft

myfelf, as to fee the town, which would not be unlike Milan were the ftreets handfome

and wide : the dome is nothing inferior to that at Milan, only that it is not of marble,

J 4 but
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but of a ftone fomewhat like it, yet fofter and eafier to work. It is the cuftom

throughout all Spain to make their choir and high altar in the middle of the church,

particularly in cathedrals, which is very inconvenient where there is a great rclbrt of

people, tiiough otherwife they are great and (lately ftruftures. The fleeple is fo large

and well-built, that a man may go up to it on horfeback, or in a litter: going up to

It, I was i'urprifed to fee fo many bells, for there are no lefs than three and thirty.

Whilli: we were there they came to ring them, and all being to ring but two or three

that belonged to the clock, we made halte down for fear of being dunned with the

terrible noife of their clattering : as foon as we were in the ftreet, they began to ring

with fuch a noife, that it founded as if all the bells in the town had been rung.

I went to fee the King's garden, which is fine enough, and has abundance of water-

works, orange and lemon trees, yet there is nothing in it but what we have in Italy

in greater plenty. I vifited the convent of the Recolets, which is very large, but of

an ancient ftrufture; there are in it above one hundred and fifty religious moi^, befides

thofe in the infirmary. The bgll they ring to call to the refeftory is twice as big as

that which ferves our church. The canons of this city are very rich, and always go

in coaches drawn by four mules : they then expedled Monfeigneur Spinola an Italian,

who had the archbifhopric of that city conferred on him.

I fet out from thence a-foot for Cordova, palling through Carniona, and other fmall

places, of which I will give no account for fear of tiring the reader
; yet I cannot for-

get the wretched road, where there is neither houfe nor tree, nor fo much as water to

cool one's mouth, to be found. This made me provide a bottle of wine, which I

had through the afliftance of a gentleman I met on the road, who bought it for me, there

being no ho])es of having it given me for God's fake by the inn-keeper. And were it

not for people of quahty that relieve us, it would be impoffible for Capuchins to live

upon charity according to their ways, the people being wholly ftrangers to giving of

alms. Being in a town where we have no convent, I begged fome bread for God's

fake of a baker, which was fo furprifing to him, that he fiood in amaze like a man
befides himfelf : I left him and his bread, for fear, if I fhould beg any longer of him,

he would be quite befide himfelf. I continued my journey, begging of God that he

would foon let me get out of a country where there was fo little charity.

Being come to Cordova, I went to our monaftery, where I was forced to be fatlsfied

with the Spanlfh difh they call Olla Podrlda, fignlfying a rotten pot ; which name Is

not improper, for it is an extravagant medley of feveral things, as onions, garlic,

pumkin, cucumber, white-beets, a bit of pork and two of mutton, which being boiled

with the relt are almoit lofl. The fathers afked me whether I liked it : I told them it

was very fit to kill me, being as I was almoft fick, and fo weak that I had need of

fome better reftoratlve than that Podrlda, to which 1 was not ufcd. They put fo much
fafTron in it, that had I not been yellow enough already with my dlilemper, that alone

might have been enough to dye my (kin of that colour. It is a great dainty lor

Spaniards, but a fcurvy mefs for thofe that are not ufed to It.

The cathedral on the outfide looked to me bigger than all the town, and I was not

deceived, for being in it, I was amazed to behold a church fo large, that from one

fide of it a man can fcarce fee the wall on the other ; and were it proportionable in

height, it would be one of the wonders of the world : there are on the infide ten rows

of pillars, and fifteen pillars in each row : the middle iile is very f])acIous after the

modern manner, and gilt about the high altar and choir. A canon told me there

were in it three hundred and fixty-fix altars ; on the chief of them is a very large

tabernacle all of precious ftones, which has a revenue of three thoufand livres appro-

c B 2 priated
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priated to it. In a large chapel there is a great filver ciborium that weighs ninety-fix

ounces. I obferved upon a pillar Handing by itfelf, a man painted kneeling : they

told me it was the pifture of a ChriRian who had been many years a Have in that town
when it was in the pofleffion of the Moors, and had with his nails carved a crofs upon
that pillar : it was Ihewed me, and a man would have thought it had been done with

a penknife. I believe he was very long about it, for the pillar is very fine marble.

This city is fituated in a great vale, a river running by the walls ; formerly it ran

through the midfl of the city, which was then very large, but at prefent indifferent,

and has in it nothing elfe remarkable that I know of.

I fet out for Alcala la Real, and met with fome Spaniards, who told me that Anda-

lufia was the garden of Spain : whereupon I faid to myfelf, God keep me from the

reft of Spain if this be the garden, I had better return to fea. That town ftands upon

a hill, and I faw nothing remarkable in it. Granada, whither I went next, is a

beautiful and very large city, but yet inferior to Seville. Our fathers have two monafteries

there, one for a novitiate, the other to ftudy ; the cathedral is not yet finiflied. The
palace of the Moorifli kings, called the Alhambra, ftands upon a hill ; which, though

very high, has plenty of water. There are fuch abundance of rooms in this palace,

that a man may lofe himfelf, as if he were in a labyiinth. There are two baths, where
the Moors ufed to wafti themfelves, one of hot water, the other of cold : the ceilings

of the rooms are very curious, being made of a coloured plaifter that ftill looks new.

There is another hill on which the infidels did put holy martyrs to death, and where
abundance of relicks are kept.

From Granada I went to Lerenna, the wine of which place is looked upon to be the

beft in Spain, but the people fpeak fuch ill Spanifli, that they are hardly to be under-

ftood : they call them Bifcalins. I held on my journey to Antequera, a town as big

as a city. I refted there eight days, in one of our monafteries ; and the guardian,

who did me a thoufand good turns, would have kept me there as long again. Thence
I went to Malaga, which is an indifferent good fea-port town, very populous, and
full of trade. The archbifliop is a Dominican, brother to Don John of Auftria : I was
told his revenue was worth eighty thoufand ducats a year.

I lay there waiting fome opportunity of ffiipping, and finding myfelf ftill very ill,

my bleeding at the nofe, ears, and mouth, not being over, I put myfelf into the hands
of an Englifli phyfician, who had fo much fuccefs as to mend my condition, for I

bled only at the nofe : for eight days I was prett}^ well, and then relapfed as bad as

ever. After waiting fome weeks, a very good opportunity offered : fix Spanifli galleys,

returning from the ftraits of Gibraltar, came to an anchor in the port, to take in

provifions, and go winter at Carthagena : I applied myfelf to the Marquis of Bayona,
who commanded them ; he was then called Marquis de Santa Cruz, having refigned

the title of Bayona to his fon, who is now general of the galleys of Sicily. That noble
lord underftanding I was an Italian, did not only grant me my paffage, but would
have me aboard his galley ; and though I could fpeak Spanifli, would have me con-

verfe with him in my mother-tongue, becaufe he fpoke Italian to perfeclion, having
been formerly general of the gallies of Naples and Sicily. The prieft belonging to

thofe galleys having been left fick at Carthagena, during our paffage I had the poll of
chaplain, and confeffor to his excellency.

Our voyage lafted fifteen days, and in that fliort time I found what it was to be at

fea in gallies : I envied their happinefs who were aboard great fliips, which are more
commodious and expeditious than galleys. The bad weather made us put back three

times ; a calm enfuing, we made way with our oars ; difcovering a fail by the moon-
2t light,
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light, the oars were hard plied to fetch it up : when we were near, fhe fet up Englifli

colours, yet we hemmed her in, and gave her a gun. She anfwered, and the captain

launching his boat, came aboard His Excellency. That veflel appeared like a moun-
tain to us that were aboard the galleys, the flern was all gilt ; they were cruizing upon
the Turks, whom they mortally hate : and did all princes follow their example, I be-

lieve thofe wicked pirates would fcarce fhew their heads at fea.

We held on our courfe to Almeria, where we continued two days, laying in water

and othei' frefh provifions : the town is neither large nor populous, but feems to have

been confiderable in the time of the Moors, being encompafled by mountains, and
defended by a good fort : it is adorned with abundance of fountains of very pure and
wholefome water. As I was there, quenching my thirfl:, proceeding from the fever

and eliufion of blood, I heard the warning-piece for failing, and returned aboard the

galleys. We fet out about night-fall, being faluted by the fort, and in our way
took three Turkifli brigantines ; the men were diftributed among the gallies, and the

veffels manned with Chriltians and Turkilh flaves. At lafl we arrived at Carthagena.

where is an excellent port formed by nature, Ihut in with mountains and very fafe,

efpi cially for galleys. The town feems to have been formerly confiderable, but is at

prefcnt file mofl: wretched place in Spain ; for after the inhabitants had ftoned their

bifliop, they were feven years without rain, but it feems God took compaffion on them
after that, for now it rains twice or thrice a year : however the country is barren,

and they carry bifcuit thither out of Italy, to maintain the people belonging to the

galleys that winter there. Thence I went to Caravaca, where I faw the holy crofs

brought by an angel from heaven, and fet on an altar where a priell: was faying mafs

without a crofs. 1 went on to Valencia, a very fine city, delightful for its gardens,

the pleafantefl; of which is the archbifhop's. Thence to Murcia, and Ahcant, a little

town, but of good trade, the houfes high and well built : having fiaid there five days,

I continued my journey through Tortola and 1 arragona, where there is a beautiful

dome, and then came to Montferrat : this place infpires refpeiSl, and draws tears from
the eyes of thofe w ho go thither with a fpirit of devotion. There are as many chapels

as myfteries of the holy rofary. One would think all the way to it was hewed
out, it being all through a rock. There is a very great number of filver and gold

lamps, and Ibme of amber, the ornaments of the altars being anfwerable to that

grandeur. There are continually pilgrims on the road going thither, or returning from
thence.

From our Lord of Montferrat, I went to Barcelona, the capital city of Catalonia,

and a bifhopric : I refided there fix weeks, becaufe of a pain I felt, which made me
unfit even to ritle a horfeback. Three monafleries we have there, are out of the town

:

that of St. Matrona is upon the fide of a hill under the fort, and in the church

is the body of that faint. The fccond is that of St. Eubalia, where that faint's houfe

ftood, among the mountains, two miles from the city, and that is the novitiate. The

third is that of Mount Calvary, not that it is feated on a mountain, but it is fo called

becaufe of three croflcs there are in it : to this it was I betook myfelf, becaufe it is

the greatefi, and has an infirmary. Thofe Cataloiiian fathers received me with extra-

ordinary civility, efpccially when they underllood I came from fo far a country. The
city is large and beautiful, abounding in all things necelfary for human life, and would

be the mod confiderable place in thofe parts, had it a fafe harbour for great fliips.

I took notice of the mufic they ufe upon rejoicings, for inllead of violins at weddings,

they have fifes and trumpets, which make the church fliake.

During
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During my {lay at Barcelona, there came thither one of our lay-brothers, whofe

name was Peter de Seflari, from Argier, where he had been ranlbmed among other

flaves by the Catholic King : he had been taken fix months before, \\'ith F. Luis of

Palermo, in their way from Cagliari to Saifari. Thofe two Capuchins being carried to

Ari^ier, F. Luis found no difficulty to get his living by preaching, malTes, and hearing

conteOlons, and could befides pay his mailer to whole fliare he fell, fo much a month

as they agreed upon ; for which reafon he was not put to the oar, but was allowed to

go about the town freely : fo when they were about ranfoming of him, his mafter fet

him at three thoufand ducats, whereas the brother was fold for three hundred, being

only fit for the oar ; and it being eafier to raife that fum, he was firft ranfomed. I pro-

pofed to him to go into Italy, and his head was fopoffelfed with his late misfortune,

that he gave me to underftand that his only defign was to return home as foon as he

could. We refolved, therefore, to lay hold of the opportunity of a bark bound for

Sardinia, the captain whereof, D. Carlos de Pifa, a very devout Catalonian, received

us very courteoufly : we were two hundred and fifty fouls aboard that bark, which fet

fail with a fair gale. The wind being very brifli, we had made much way, and were

entering the gulph of Lions, w hen the weather becoming boiflerous, it grew to one

of the moft terrible ftorms imaginable, the waves toffing our bark like a nut-fhell,

and mountains of water covering of it every foot. The diforder, confufion, and efpe-

cially the cries of the women, terrified thofe that were moft inured to fuch tempefts.

The worft of it was, that the feamen could not hear one another, with the noife of the

fea and of the paffengers, which obliged the captain to draw his fword, to drive all

thofe under deck who could not help, but only ferved to hinder the failors : all upon

the deck and in the cabin were wet ; the veflel feemed to be ready to overfet with the

beating of the fea, which drove all the people to that fide which inclined, when a

wave ftruck againft it with fuch violence that it broke the lafhings of one of the guns.

The cannon being loofe ran down to the lower fide with fuch fury, and gave fuch a

fliock, that it was a wonder the bark was not ftaved : the noife it made increafed the

terror, which the darknefs of the night fpread. The failors wet and fpent, refolved to

let the bark run before the wind, provided fhe did not run aground. I thought with

myfelf, how comes it about that I who have twice crofled the ocean, Ihould come now
to be drowned in a puddle of water ; for to fay the truth, 1 never thought myfelf fo

near being caft away as at that time, feeing one of the marts fpent, the fails half-rent,

the bark battered, and the feamen all caft down. This ftorm lafted all night, fo that

we knew not whither we were going. About day-break the fea feemed to grow fome-

what ftiller, and the Iky clearing by the rifing of the fun, we difcovered mountains,

which were not above a league from us, and found we were on the coaft ot Spain

near Cape Gata. So that perceiving I was drove back, and had in fix hours fpace loft

near as much ground as 1 made in fix months, I refolved to go no more to fea. However
we foon took heart, for whilft we were making to fliore, there ftarted up fuch a frefl^

gale from the north, that the pilot thought it would not be amifs in fome meafure to

regain the time and ground we had loft. We bent our courfe for Catalonia, and in a

few hours arrived at Mattalona, our pilot's native country.

Being come to an anchor, I landed with my companion whom I had not feen during

the ftorm, and we went to reft us at our convent, which ftands on a hill without the

town. I defigned to have ftaid there fome time, but underftanding the pilot would fail

up to x\blana, which is a better harbour, I fuffered myfelf to be tempted to make ufe

of that conveniency, being willing to put to fea again, as foon as I was aftiore, becaufe

t)f die diltemper I ftill laboured under. In a few hours we got to Ablana, and went to

our

i
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our monaftery feated on a rock in a peninfula joined to the town by a fmall neck of
land ; fo that the fea forves for an inclofure to the monaftery and garden, which I

thought the fineft fituation of any convent of our order, the air being very temperate.

I acquainted my companion that I intended to ftay there fome time, in order to return

Iiome through France, a more worthy object for my curiofity than Sardinia. The crew
of our velTel, and particularly the officers, who were all Italians, hearing of it, came to

confeflton to me, expreffing how much they, were concerned that I fliould leave them.

They failing again for Sardinia, I refted eight days in that delicious place, and then fet

out with two companions for Girona ; fo that I favv almoft all Catalonia, which is a
very fruitful country, and the people extraordinarily well tempered. From Girona I

went to Higueras on the borders of Spain ; whence crofling fome mountains, I entered

upon the earldom of Roufillon, and the (irft town of it called Cerat.

From Cerat I went to Touy in the vale of Perpignan, and I remember I there pafled

over a river upon a bridge that has but one arch, the feet whereof reft upon two hills,

fo that the middle of it is a prodigious height, and frightful to look down. They fay

there is not fo high an arch in all France, and for my part I muft own I have not feen

any like it in all thofe parts of the world where I have been. I faw all the country

about full of foldiers ; and afking what might be the reafon, was told, that country had
once belonged to the crown of Spain ; but being fince under the dominion of France,

and the price of fait being raifcd, the people had revolted ; for which reafon troops had

been fent thither from Langucdoc to quell them.

Perpignan, which I faw next, is a fort royal feated on a high rock, encompafled by
three lofty walls with good ditches, and well ftored with cannon. To appearance it

looks impregnable, yet the Molt Chriftian King took it after a fiege of eight months

:

which was the eafier for him to do, becaufe there is a very populous town adjoining to

the fort ; for had it been a fort alone without a town, eight months had not been enough
to ftarve the place, where they might have laid up three years provifion. Our monaf-

tery there is without the tov\n.

Having paiTed the mountains, I came to Narbonne, through the midft of which there

runs a river that falls into the fea a league oft. 'J'he city is not large, but very popu-

lous, as are all the cities and towns in France. , The churches are not beautiful, but

there is fuch a rcfort of people to them, efpecially upon holidays, that there is fcarce

room for the prieft to turn liimfelf at the altar. The priefts of the church of St.Juftus

are habited like monks. The two fteeples have a notable echo, which is pleafant to

hear.

Next I faw the towns of Languedoc and Provence that lay in my road, whereof I

fliall fay but little. Beziers ftands on a hill in a delightful country, and well watered j

I went to the cathedral to fee the archbiftiop Monfigncur de Bonzy, a Florentine, but

he was then abfent. He has been fince made archbifliop of Toloufe, and His Moll

Chriftian IVlajefty's ambaffador at Madrid. Yet the King allows him the revenue of

his birtioprick, till it is beftowed on another. In this church I took notice of a very

large organ over the great gate, where there are only thofe pipes tliat appear outward

in fight, the others being diftributed by three and three among the pillars, which makes

the church fliake when they play, though it is extraordinarily great, which is a notable

piece of curiofity.

Tholoufe is a city worth feeing, for the great number of relics kept there, as alfo for

its greatnefs, and the number of its inhabitants ; which made me take care not to go by

the churches when mafs or vefpcrs were ending, the throng being fo great that it would

liave forced me back.
Agde,



193 VOYAGE TO CONGO BY ANGELO AND CARLI.

Agde, an ancient town, where was held the council called Agatenfe. In our monaf-

tery, which is on the flrand, there is a miraculous image of our Lady ; for the fea hav-

ing three times fwelled up to the town, has never encroached fmce the image was placed

there, but rather gone back, for which reafon it is called Noflre Dame de Gue.
Aries, an archbifliopric, and populous enough.

Martegues, a place curious to behold, for it is divided into four hamlets built upon
the fea, with bridges from one to the other. We have two monafleries, one at each

end of the town ; in one of which there are fourteen religious men, and twelve in the

other ; and there being none of any other order, they hear confefTions there, as they

do in France, Spain, Germany, and fome parts of Italy. The only fupport of this town

almoft is fifliing, there being eight hundred tartans for this purpofe, befides a vaft num-
ber of little boats that cover a great part of the fea.

Thence I went to Aix the capital city of Provence, and to Marfeilles, a confiderable

town, and of great trade, yet not fo large as I had fancied it. The harbour is very

handfome and (afe, more efpecially for barks and galleys, becaufe great fhips carmot go
in loaden. There I faw twenty five galleys laid up clofe by one another, and in the

midft of them the royal galley, which all veffels that come into that port falute with a

gun. Her ftern is finely carved, and gilt. True it is, fhe is not fo big as the royal gal-

ley of Spain I faw at Carthagena, which carried the emprefs : this town has three forts,

of which the new one at the mouth of the harbour has three walls, and four on one

fide. His Moft Chrifhian Majefty has caufed the wall that inclofed the fide next to the

hill to be thrown down to enlarge its compafs, which has brought our monaftery into

the town, and will make it much more confiderable, being filled with a vail multitude

of people of all nations : feveral bodies of faints, and abundance of relics are to be

feen there, particularly St. Andrew's crofs. I went to fee the churches of St.Maximin

and St. Beaume 5 they are places that infpire devotion, and draw tears from the hardell

hearts..

I took fhip for Ciotat and Toulon. This is an indifFerent town, but the port very

confiderable, and capable of receiving any number of the biggefl veffels : I faw the

Royal Luis, which muft be finifhed by this time, and carries a hundred and twenty

guns ; it has three galleries, and the ftern all gilt, as are the fides, head and cabins.

The gilder that was about it told me they had already laid out three thoufand crowns
in leaf gold. I took the opportunity of a veffel bound for Savona : the firft day we
failed right afore the wind, and at night put into St. Trompes ; but the next day the

bad weather forced us into a place where there were but two houfes, at a great diftance

from the city Graffe, which ftands on a hill encompaffed by other hills, fo that we could

fcarce fee it at fea, and therefore we muft either go thither, or ftarve. Finding myfelf

fomewhat hot of that which the phyficians at Marfeilles called a hedick fever, making
me unfit to travel, I lay dov.n to fleep under a tree, but hunger would not fufter me
to clofe my eyes. Being thus weary of myfelf, and not able to go to Graffe as the

others did, I knew not what courfe to take, when God, who has always relieved me in

diftrefs, as I have often found by experience in my travels, ordained that I ftiould meet
a perfon that to me feemed of fome note, and faid to- me, " Father, what do you here all

alone ?" " My diftemper," faid I, " which you may difcern by my looks, has made
me itay here ; but at prefent hunger torments me more than my fever." He anfwered,
" I am come in that covered felucca you fee near that rock, and it is mine ; I have
caught fome pilchers, if you pleafe we will fup together." The offer was very pleafing

to me, as any man may imagine, and fo I followed him very readily. We went into

the felucca, where two feamen had made all ready. " How Ihall we do," faid he,

'for,
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" for we have no bread but bifcuit ?" " Any thing is good in the time of need," faid

I, " and I have been often without bread or bifcuit." That good man talked to me in

Portuguefe, which I admired, being fo far from that country, and therefore I afkcd him
whether he was a Portuguefe. He told me he was not, but that he had been there

fome time.

We began to eat and drink, without regarding that the fun fliined violently hot in

our faces, hunger making me lay about me, and giving an excellent relifli to any fort

of meat. Having eaten, and given thanks to Almighty God, we walked along the

fhore difcourfing together ; I ftepped forwards alone to fee a dolphin that made a noife

in the water, as if it had been fighting with another fifh, and was bufy throwing fome
ftones at him. When I had done, I looked about and found that good man did not
follow me, which made me turn back for fear he fhould be gone before I could return

him thanks ; but I fought him in vain, nor could I difcover the felucca. I went back
to the place where it lay, and faw nothing, which put me almoll: befide myfelf. And
indeed when I reflett upon it, I cannot tell what to think. One thing I know, which
is, that having carefully examined thofe that were left aboard our brigantine, whether
they had feen that felucca that came to the fliore with three men in it ; they anfwered,
they had feen no creature, though they had been all the while afhore fifhing in that

little creek. I held my peace, and in my heart thanked God, the fource of all that

is good, for that he had been pleafed, Mithout any defert of mine, to relieve me in

that diflrefs, into which I had fallen for his fake. Whether it was by the hands of
a man, or of an angel, I could not tell, but I felt an unfpeakable comfort ; and fuch
it was, that had my health permitted, I fhould have certainly returned to Congo, fince

I could flill make ufe of my miffioner's patent which was not yet expired.

Next day we went aboard, and failing before the wind, arrived near to Nice ; but
the port not being fafe, went on to Villa Franca, where I went to our monaftery, which
looks like a paradife amidft fo many high mountains, and fo many uncouth rocks.

Three days after, I fet out aboard a Genoefe galley, which carried me fafe to Monaco

;

this is a place of confiderable ftrength, very pleafant and delightful. Thence I took
the opportunity of a brigantine bound for Savona ; but we had like to have periflied in

a ftorm, and were forced back. I would not trufl: the fea again, after finding it fo

mercilefs and uncertain, for fear left, after fo many dangers as I had gone through, I

fhould at lafl be fhipwrecked in the very harbour. I thought the land would be more
favourable to me, and making (hort journeys, took my way through Menton, St. Remy,
which is as it were the paradife of Italy, Savona, Seftri di Ponente, and Genoa. In

the monaftery called the Conception, which is without that city, I expefled my fupe-

rior's orders, having fent them an account of my return. A violent fever which held

me forty days, had like to have done the work a heftic fever could not perform in

three years. It was a comfort for me to be among my acquaintance, who did me abun-
dance of favours.

During that time brother Michael de Orvietto came to Genoa from Congo, being
fent to Rome by the fuperior, to reprefent to the holy congregation depropaganda fidey

to what a low condition that miflion was reduced, moft of the miflioneis dying in a

(hort time, and only three remaining in the whole kingdom. He brought us news of
the death of D. Alvaro King of Congo, and the election of anoihtr as devout as he.

Befides, he told us that the Blacks had eaten F. Philip de Galcfia, a niifiloacr of the

province of Rome, which happened in this manner ; the great men having obtained

leave of the King to burn fuch forcerers as they could find, went to a place where they

knew they were got together, and fet fire to their cottages. As foon as the flame began
vox. XVI. c c to
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to rife, they fled, and meeting with F. Philip in their way, fell upon, killed and eat

him ; which the Blacks who purfued them faw by the light of the flames, and carried

the news to St. Salvador. This happened in the province of Sonde, where a duke who
is the King's fubjecl refides.

Contrary to all expectation I recovered, and palling through Placenza, came to

Bononia, where, God be praifed, I am at this time with fome relifts of my diftemper,

left me by the great fatigues of my travels, thinking my time well enough Ipent, if but

one of two thoufand feven hundred children and youths I baptized, obtains falvation

through my miniftry. F. Michael Angelo, before he departed this life, told me he

had baptized three hundred and fixteen ; and it is no wonder we fhould baptize fo

many in fo fhort a time, the people being innumerable. A Black told me that a Maco-

lonte had got fifty-two children upon feveral women. God of his mercy preferve thofe

that for the future fliall be appointed for this mifllon, for fear if they fail, all thofe

people fhould turn Pagans. Be it all to the glory of God, whofe judgments are incom-

prehenfible, and the means he ufes for our falvation various and wonderful in all

refpe£ts. I defire the readers to pray for thofe poor converted Ethiopians, that they

may perfevere in the faith of our Lord Jefus Chrifl:, and that we may all together attain

to our defired port of the kingdom of heaven. Amen.
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A

VOYAGE TO CONGO,
AND

SEVERAL OTHER COUNTRIES, CHIEFLY IN SOUTHERN AFRICK.

Bf FatherjEKOTA Merolla da Sorrento, a Capuchin and ApoJloUc Mijftoner in the Tear 1682.

Made Englifli from the Italian.*

TIIF. author'.-; I'KKFACE.

'T'HE author of our falvation Chrift Jefus, the only begotten Son of God, defcending
-- from the bofom of his Father to vifit our tottering manfions here on earth, never

had greater defircs than to teach us by his word and works the fecure and infallible way
to heaven, and thereby to deliver us from the horrid and deplorable flavery defigned

us by the devil and his miniflers ; and wherein we were all miferably involved by the

fin of our firfl parents. Hence it is, that after his moft glorious afcenfion, he com-
manded his difciples to go preaching his moft holy word through all the habitable parts

of the earth : and that in defence thereof, if neceffity fo require, they Ihould be ready

to fhed their deareft blood, which all the apoftles and martyrs have accordingly done
in obedience to his moft holy commands, and for the good and propagation of the only

true Catholic church. Now, becaufe the preaching of this word of God to a people

that were wholly ignorant thereof before, was one of the greateft of fpiritual undertak-

ings, Father Francis da Montelione, a Capuchin Friar, and native of the province of

Sardinia, determined to go to Congo and other neighbouring kingdoms, to expofe his

life for that purpofe ; and the rather by reafon that thofe people, efpecially the Giaghi,

were fo far from paying any adoration to the true God, that they facrificed diredly to

the devil ; and what is yet worfe, their oblations were not fheep and oxen, but men
and women. Being thus carneftly refolved, this Friar, inflamed folely by fervent

charity, rcquefted of the facred college de propagandaJide, permiflion for himfelf and
his companions to effecl what he had thus propofed ; and to the end he might not be

thought to have any regard to felf-intereft, he proffered to go gratis, thereby depriving

himfelf of what had always been accuftomed to be given by that college to miffioners,

and trufting entirely to Divine Providence for fupport. Having obtained leave for him-

felf, he iurther begged of the faid college that I might go as his companion, which

being likewife granted, 1 accepted the honour and great favour done me, though I was
but little capable of fo diflicult an undertaking, either in refpcft of my health or ability.

What follows is the product of fome few years* obiervations in thofe parts, which,

though fhort and imporfed, yet I afTure my readers is wholly true, and that efpecially

which I have afBrmed myfelf to have been an eye-witnefs of.

• Churchill'a Coll. i. pi.

r c a AUTHOR!
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AuTHORi PRO Argumento Operis.

QUISQUIS amat Congijincs peragrare nigranics,

Africa ct JEtbiopum cernere regna^ dovius ;

JEthram fiamnantem., multiplex clima locorum^

Diver/ion tegnien corporis, alquc togas ;

Qiiadriipedum variamfobolem, variumqueferaruin

Ortum, fcrpentum lethifcrumqiic genus ;

Nubivagas aciiwi turbas, 'uolncrefque loquaces^

Fluminis et pontifquamigcrumqiic pecus ;

Obliquos amnesy jucundo murmiire rivos

Ciirrentes, vajlos aquorcofqiteftniis ;

Arboreosfmtus , ridentes gramine ripcis,

PIantarumfyhas, fru6liferumqiie ncmus ;

Multipiices fru6lus, epulas^ efcafque, cibofque,

Ouas humus Europa funderc nojtra ncquit ;

Affeclus, mores, naturas, prcelia, ritus,

Fada, gubernaculum, jus midiebreJhnul

;

Eventus, cafus, prajlantia miraJiuporem

Auribus ac menti, luminibufque fuis.

Perlegat hunc librum, quce dixi ?iamque videbii,

Ut propriajpedans luce Meuolla refert.

Fr. Angelus de -Neai". Piccardus.

A VOYAGE TO CONGO, ^c.

PART I.

/^N the 5th of May, in the year of our Lord 1682, and under the pontificate of His
^^ Holinefs Pope Innocent XL, we fet fail from Naples in a felucca for Corfica and

Sardinia, and arrived at Baflia the capital city of the former, on Whitfunday, where,

meeting with a Genoefe fhip ready to go for the falt-pits, the wind being favourable, we
immediately went on board her, and foon came up with a large Genoefe floop, with

only three men on board. We hailed her, and begged of the mafter to tranfport us

mifnoners to the bay of Algheri in Sardinia, whither we were bound in quefl: of fome

of our companions. Our requeft being readily granted, we exchanged our veflel, and

coalted along the ifland, often endeavouring to enter the bay ; but the wind proving

contrary, were as often forced back to fea. We had recourfe to our prayers, becaufe

in great diflrefs for want of provifions : however the Divine Providence, that orders all

things for the beft, faw it not convenient that we fhould be fo heard as to land where

we defired ; and therefore, inftead of fuffering us to proceed on our voyage, we wei^

driven back to a fmall port near the point. Here my companion, being well acquainted

with the country, would needs go afhore and climb a fmall mountain, intending to beg

a lamb
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a lamb for charity of any {hepherd he could meet ; as foon as he reached the top, he

began to call out to us below with great earneflnefs, requiring us fpeediiy to come up
to him ; where, when we came, we plainly perceived that, had we turned the point,

we had infallibly fallen into the clutches of a Turkifli corfair that lay there upon the

catch. To be the better Cv>nvinced of this, we took nur glaffes, and found what he
fliewed us to be real ; bcfides ihat, fome coral barks he had chafed affuied us of the

truth of it. Then began our mafter to lift up his hands to heaven, and to offer up ac-

knowledgments with a flood of tears to St. Francis for having delivered both him and
his companions from fo imminent a danger on our account.

The night following, the pirate being wholly out of fight, and we probably out of

danger, we went again on board our floop to profecute our interrupted voyage. In few

hours after arriving at Algheri, we faw near an hundred Genoefe barks fiffiing for coral,

which, it fcerns, greatly abounds in thofe feas ; as alio for tunny-fifli, and feveral other

forts, whereof there is great plenty. At our landing in the bay, we immediately dif-

patched a meflenger to the father-guardian of our monafl;ery, to acquaint him we were

come afliore, and to defire him to fend us a horfe to carry our baggage to the convent.

Inftead of a horfe he fent an ox, that being the beaft of burden commonly made ufe of

in this couTUry. This feemed very flrange to me, efpecially when I underftood that he

was liktwife a pad upon occafion, and all this by reafon of the extreme fmallnefs of their

horfes ; which I was the more eafily induced to believe, when fome Portuguefe gentle-

men told me that the fame was done in the ifland of Cabo Verde, fubject to them,

where there was a breed between oxen and flie-affes, which they compaffed by binding

a frefli cow's hide upon the flie-afs, and this to the end that the cattle bred of them
might be expeditious. The confideration whereof I refer to philofophers.

In this city I ftaid about a month, waiting for my companion, who was gone about

the ifland in fearch of the other mifTioners, who were to go with us to the kingdom of

Congo. During my flay the bifhop of the diocefe made a folemn entry into the city,

and fhewed himlelf to be much devoted and well affecled to our order ; for the next deiy

after his arrival at his palace, he came to our convent to vifit us. Moreover, on the

feaft of St. John Baptifl, the patron of our church, he afTiftcd with us at mafs. Like-

wife, as a farther inlhince of his favour, having been informed by fome of our brothers

that I was going on a mifllon to the Southern Afric, without any extraordinary provi-

fion of neceflarics, he gave me a letter of recommendation to feveral of his friends in

Spain to fupply me with what I wanted ; which kindnefs of his, as it happened, was
of no ufe to us, becaufe we touched at no port in Spain.

My companion returning, brought along with him only one friar, named Father

Francis de Bitti, a preacher, the refl having been detained by fome bufmefs. All

things being now difpatched here, and finding a fliip of Provence ready in the harbour,

we immedietely embarked and failed towards that country. The captain being nephew
and brother to two of our order, ufed us very courteoufly, not only while we were on
board him, but after our landing, inviting us to his houfc, where we ftaid for fome

time ; and to complete his civility towards us, underftanding that the King of Portugal's

fleet waited at Villa Franca to carry His Royal I lighnefs the Duke of Savoy to Portugal

(whither he was going to folemnize his nuptials with the Infanta of that kingdom), he

would needs take a felucca at his own charge to condufl; us to that port, where we foon

after arrived, and were received with great joy and civilities by the Portuguefe com-
manders, telling us that if we could not find conveniences elfewhcre in their fliips, we
might oblige them in accepting of their own cabins.

3
Our
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Our fupeiior, Father John da Romano, coming from Genoa with Father Amedeo da

Vienna, and a fecular priefl: of Piedmont, we all fix went afliore to a convent of our

order, where we remained three months, and had every week a charitable fubfiftence

of two wethers, a fmall calk of wine, and fufficient bread fent us by thofe gentlemen,

befides other prefents made to the monaftery on our account.

The delay the fleet made to fet fail lafted in all fix months, and which was occafioned

by the duke of Savoy's falling fick, and growing worfe every time, he refolved upon his

departure ; which politicians tell us happened through the providence of God, and for

the benefit of Italy.

Not before the 4th of Oftober, being the feaft of 6ur glorious patron of St. Francis,

did the fleet put to fea, the wind north. For our better accommodation our fuperior

had ordered our company to go but two in a fliip. Himfelf and his Piedmontefe com-

panion went on board the admiral, the count of St. Vincent commander. I and Father

Amedeo were in the fliip called the P'ifcal, commanded by Signior Gonfalo de Carta
j

and the other two in Don Lewds Lobo's fhip, named the St. Benedid. This laft perfon

had been viceroy of the kingdom of Angola in Ethiopia. His Angular piety and kind-

nefs to us was fo remarkable, that I cannot omit giving one particular inftance of it.

The iff of November being come, when we were to bid a farewel to flefli, and the land

of Portugal being in view, but which we could not reach that day, he fent a boat afliore

on purpofe to fetch us refrefliment, to the end we might pafs the laft day of our carnival

with the greater fatisfadtion.

On the 2d of November, being All-Soulsday, we entered the port of Lifl)on about

fun-fet. The waters here are a proportional mixture of fait and fweet ; the latter being

plentifully poured out by the river Tagus, fo famous for its golden fands, and not un-

like the Lydian Padolus, according to Juvenal and others :

Quod Tagus, et rutili Paftolus volvit arena. Juvenal.

Hie certant Paftole tibi Duriufque Tagufque Sil. Ital.

Quodque fuo Tagus anme veliit, fiuit igiiibus aurum. Ovid.

Here we were obliged to make ufe of a pilot, (this port being near as dangerous as

the Fare of Meflina,) and that by the King's orders, to prevent any more wrecks, too

many having happened here already. This kindnefs is ufed towards friends, but as for

enemies they are left to the mercy of many fliarp rocks, and of feveral well-fortified

caftles and forts.

Our vefl'el coming to an anchor, we entered our boats and landed, not at the ufual

place Belem, or Bethlehem, by reafon of the too fwift eddy that ran there, but at the

palace royal, between the hours of one and two at night. Not knowing the way to our
monaftery, we endeavoured to get a guide, but there was none to be had, though a
-religious man that came with us, and was well provided, oftered a confiderable reward
to any that would fliew us the way. At laft a negro native of Congo conducted us

gratis, protefting the many favours and civilities his countrymen had received from the

religious men of our nation moved him to it. As foon as we came to the mo-
naftery, after ringing the bell, our guide was ready to begone : we entreated hini to

accept of fome reward, or, at leaft, of a glafs or two of wine for a refrefliment : but
though the people of that nation are immoderate lovers thereof, yet could he not be
prevailed upon to accept of a drop, which made me have a more than ordinary atfeftion

for the people of Congo.

Whilft
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Whilft I was at Lifbon I vifited the houfe where St. Anthony of Padua was born : it

is now converted into a church ; and though rich in refpeft of its ornaments, is good in

regard of its ftrudure, being both low, and buik in the angle of a ftreet. I vifited

Hkewifc the parochial church and font of baptifm of the fame faint: the church is now
called St.Engraca, which, after it had been many years building with a valt expence,

fell down, and was at this time cre£ting again. I likewife paid my devotion to the con-

vent of the Canons Regulars, amongft \vhom St. Anthony lived for fome time, and

whofe ftatue, in the habit of this order, is placed over their high altar. Their church

is alfo the chapel-royal, and the burying-place of the kings, and of feveral heroes of

Portugal.

I fhall not bufy myfelf in any farther defcription of this famous city of Lifbon, its

worth being already fufficiently known, and its fituation admired. I fliall only add,

that its port is fo large that it runs out thirty miles in length, though the bay before

the city is but fix miles over, and that its cuftom-houfe is confiderably employed w'th

entries of pearl, incenfe and ebony, from Arabia, of rubies and emeralds fiom Ben-

gala, of cafiia and amber-greafe from Ethiopia, of cloves, cinnamon, and nutmegs

from the Moluccoes, of ilaves, ivory, and civet from Congo and Angola, of great

varieties of filk and linen from India, of fu'gars, tobacco, and feveral forts of wood
from Brazil, and of divers commodities from other places, which I have neither room
nor leifure to enumerate here.

Not having fpent above a month in this city, I looked out every day for a fliip to

proceed onward on my voyage ; for this purpofe, I addreffed myfelf to a captain of a

fhip, and defired of him to let me go as his chaplain to Brazil : he told me he could

not accept of me as a chaplain, having one aboard him already, but go with him I

might if I pleafed as a palfenger. I thanked him kindly for his proffer, but withal

acquainted him, that my fuperior had commanded me to go in no other capacity ; and
fo I took my leave of him.

It happened a little after that another fhip bound for Brazil, having paid off" her

chaplain and left him afhore, fet fail with all imaginable expedition ; but fhe had not

been many days at fea before flie was tofled with fo violent $ tempeft, and threatened

fo many ways with deilruftion, that fhe was glad of a turn of wind to drive her back

again to Lifbon : the captain vowing never to fail again without his fpiritual guide at

whatever rate. Upon his landing therefore, being acquainted that fome of us had a

mind to go for Brazil, he courtcoufly received and promifed me all the accommodation

his veflel could afford, my companions being already provided. This coming to the

firft captain's car whom I before had applied myfelf to, he began, with what reafon I

know not, to be in a great pafiion, affirming that I ought not to have promifed another,

fince he had firfl proffered to carry me. The caufe of this ftickling about us 1 guefled

to be by reafon that we were to do our office at eafier rates, for Capuchins are to have

only their table free : when by the laws of Portugal, a priefl or other religious perfon

is to have not only his diet, but likewife a flipend of fo much a month, and when he

comes to land mufl have moreover a houfe lured for him, and three Carlinos a day

allowed him. This put the captain into fuch a paffion, that he threatened to challenge

him that had taken me aboard, and would have done it had not all the refl blamed

and condemned his proceeding.

The iff of December we went on board, but for want of a wind could not fail till

the 8th, being the fcaft of the Immaculate Conception : we were in all five fhips, in

two of which went our other two companions. Father Amedeo da Vienna and Father

Francis da Bitti. Having left Lilbon, 1 wafted a farewel figh towards the beautiful and

1

2

happy
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happy Europe, and immediately after we fell, into the gulph of Mares, fo called from

the furious agitation of its waves. We had now over againft us the ifland of Madeira,

which before its being inhabited was all over woody, and thence had its name Madeira,

in Spanifh fignifying wood, but after being difcovered, it was by fire rendered ex-

ceedingly fertile. Its prefent inhabitants have a more than ordinary defire to a convent

of our order among them ; but for want of religious men thofe pious inclinations have

been laid afidc. I am very fure that a gentleman of that ifland came once to Liibon

on purpofe to folicit that affair with the King of Portugal, at the requefl of the devout

inhabitants.

From Madeira to the ifland of Palma are threefcore and ten leagues: this Palma is

one of the Canaries, and whither we muft go from Madeira with a flirong convoy to

prevent pirates : from thence we may fail forward unguarded without any fear of danger.

Thofe that are bound for Brazil fteer towards the height of Cape Verd, fituite in four-

teen degrees of north latitude, and diftant from Palma about two hundred and fixteen

leagues. Sailing near three hundred leagues more, you come into the torrid zone,

and have the fun perpendicularly over your head. Hence the latitude of either

pole is reckoned by degrees, each of which is generally computed at fixty leagues

;

but becaufe the degrees may differ in many refpeds, Ifliall leave their number of

leagues undetermined.

Our voyage now was fo profperous, that every fiiort fpace of time we found our-

felves confiderably advanced : but notwithfl:anding the miuiy brifk gales of wind we
had, the heat, by reafon of the propinquity of the fun, was ftill prevalent ; and
though we were in the midfl: of winter, made us confiderably fweat and languifh. At
length by the grace of God we pafled the equinoctial, when it has often happened that

others have been kept under it for fome time with no fmall prejudice to their health,

and frequent danger of their lives.

I think I {hall not much interrupt the thread of my relation, if I mention here a

certain ceremony ufed by the mariners the day they cut the line. A fort of court is

erefted among them, and by confent of the commanders : then two judges drefled ac-

cordingly fit at a table, Vhere they take full cognizance of all fuch as have not yet

pafled the line ; thofe they find, they upbraid them with having lived fo many years,

and not having yet cut the line ; and then, as if it were a great crime, they mulft

them according to their quality : fuch as were not ready to pay their fines, or at lead

willing to ofi'er fomething, are feized in a trice, and by a rope about their middles

hauled up to the main-yard-arm, whence they are let thrice fucceffively into the fea.

From this puniflimcnt or a fine none are exempt, and it is faid that with the latter they

maintain a church.

Whilfl; the winds gently played their parts, we now began to devote ourfelves to

fpiritual exercifes, continually celebrating mafs ; morning and night we fung the Rofary,

and in the evening the Litany. On holidays we had always a fermon preached by one
or other of us. Our fliip was dedicated to Our Saviour, the Blefled Virgin, and
St. Jofeph, which made us to celebrate the Holy Nativity with more than ordinary fo-

lemnity. Thofe merchants that were on board us not only adorned the altar with the

richefl: things they had, but likewife hung the outfides of our (hip with feveral carpets

and rich clothes, the air being at that time ferene, and the fea calm. Having juft then

finiflied my Lent, and it liappcning to fill out on a Friday, when we were obliged to

fail by the rules of our order, Providence fo ordered it, that that very night a flying

fifli of a confiderable bigncfs darted againil our fails, and dropt down into our fliip :

this fifl), with a great deal of pleafure, our captam piefented me, and which was re-

ceived
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ceived with no fmall tlianks by me ; for God knows Iiow much I had fuffered during

that whole courfe of my abftinence, flefli being the only provifion of our lliip, and
my conflant diet boiled lentilcs, bifcuit, and fUnking water. The difficuhy of getting

fifh I believe was partly contrived by the feamen on purpofe to make me break my
Lent, they having often told me, that in fuch long voyages as this, there was no ob-

ligation to abftain from flefli ; but I thank God, notwithltanding their opinion, I fl:iil

perfevered in my duty.

On twelfth-day, about two in the morning, we difcovered a ftar fo large and lumi-

nous, as is almolt incredible to believe : the captain declared he had never feen the

like, though he had failed thofe feas forty times. This, faid others, may probably be
that guide v.hich on this day conduced the Magi to Bethlehem. But for my part, I

am of opinion it was no other than the planet Jupiter.

During all this time we had but only one calm half day, and that the captain propofed
to Ipcnd in fifliing. Here it is moft wonderful, that having caft the lead in that vaft

ocean, and ten degrees from the line, we found but ninety foot water. Among other
fifli we took one called the Dorado or Gilt-fifli, and truly not without reafon, having
perfect rays of gold on his back, and being moreover excellent meat. This feems to

me to be the fifli Martial fpeaks of in his thirteenth book, where he fays,

Non omnis pretium laudemque aiirata iiicretur.

The prey this fifii moft delights in is the flying fifli, with which thefe feas greatly

abound, and which is like to our fea-fwallows, and unlike them only in that it has a
blue back : the flying fiih has this particular unhappinefs, that it is neither fafe i n Hi

air nor in the fea, being perfecuted by the birds in the former, and by the golden fi

in the latter.

On the 17th of January we arrived at Baia, or the city of San Salvador in Brazil,

fituate in thirteen degrees of fouth latitude. The port of this city is not a little re-

markable, whether it be for its capacioufnefs, or its fecurity for fliipping, the latter

being occafioned by two monntains on either fide the entrance of it, as likcwife by its

diflance from the fea.

At our landing we met a widow carried in a net with a pole through it on the

flioulders of two black flaves, with morning clothes wrapped about them, and the

net covered with a quilt, at the four corners whereof marched four women flaves.

This at firfl; fight being a thing new to me, I took to be a corpfe going to be buried,

and upon enquiry found it to be a Portuguefe widow. I thereupon demanded, " Why
being u Chriltian fhe had not a crofs carried before her;" and immediately out of pure
charity and devotion fell to faying the de profumVis for her foul. This occafioned an
immoderate laughter in the flanders-by, who began to gather about me, whilll 1 hang-
ing down my head, and perceiving my miflake of a living woman for a dead, was glad
to Ifeal oft' as fad as I could.

'I'hc ordinary fort of thefe nets I fpoke of have only one pillow or cufliion in them
whereon either to lie or fit : thofe for the women have a carpet under to fit on, and another
over ; and the women flaves, whom they call Moccomas, being the fame that wait on
them in their chambers, walk by their fides. I'he richer fort of people have thefe

coverings like to the tops of coaches, with curtains on each fule, but then the nets

change their names to Palangas, and are much in ufe, not only in Brazil, but likewil'c

all over Ethiopia.

This city of Baia or San Salvador is the metropolis of all Brafil, and has both a

governor equal in power to a viceroy, and an archbilhop. The fliores of this king-

voL. XVI. D D doiu
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dom are chiefly inhabited by Portuguefe, beginning at the river Delia Plata, and extend-

ing to that of the Amazons, as likewife up as far as pollible into the country. Be-

vond, the natives have their refidence. The principal traffic here is for tobacco and

iugars, of vhich, every )ear, great quantities are fetched away by the Portuguefe

fliips, and that not only from this city, but likewife down the rivers from San Francifco

and Janeiro.

To uphold the fugar-works, a vaft number of flaves is required, as well to plant and

cultivate the canes, as to provide fufllcient fuel for the prodigious furnaces that are em-

ployed both night and day : fome there are who have no lels than five hundred flaves

for this purpole, and whofe labour is ib hard, and their fu(tenance fo frnall, that they are

reckoned to live long if they hold out feven years.

So great is the application of the Brazilians to this traffic of tobacco and fugars, that

few or none take care to till the ground, or fow corn. Hence it is that all manner of

provifions are exceflively dear in thofe parts. Their bread is generally made of the root

of the herb Mandioca : the way they have to propagate it is by tearing off" a branch of

it, and burying it in the earth, when in a fliort time it will call forth a root, and fhoot

up a ftalk and leaves like to our lupins. At certain fcafons of the year they prefs the

juice out of the ftalks and leaves by a fort of hand-mill, and that ferves them either for

drink or broth. The fame cultom is ufed likewife in the kingdom of Angola, and other

places.

Fifh is extremely dear in this country, there being but very few that apply them-

felves to catch it. Flefli likewife is at a great rate, and that by reafon of the great

diftance of paflures, infomuch that cattle often either die by the way in bringmg, or

elfe are harrafl'ed to fkin and bone by their journey. Water alfo, that neceifary ele-

ment, is fcarce, and wliat they have is, for the moft part, brackifli ; fo that a traveller

in thefe parts mull of neceffity provide himfelf as well with this as with viduals.

Fruit they have here of many excellent kinds, and which, though diffisrent from

ours in Europe, yet is no lefs palatable and nourilhing. Among others, there is a fort

of palm called Cocoa, whole nuts fhoot out with a ftalk in a duller to the number of

twenty, more or lefs, at the bottom of a thick crowd of long, fliarp, and bending leaves,

not unlike fcythes : each of thefe nuts is of the bignefs of a flafli. with its llraw cloth-

ing, with two rinds, whereof the latter being fawed afunder, ferves for cups to drink

out of. Its fruit is of an excellent favour, and white as milk, but very fubitantial ; in

the midfl of it there is about an ordinary glafs-full of liquor, which, while the fruit is

green, is in greater quantity, though not fo pleafant, but, as they fay, cooling
j
yet

when ripe, they fay it becomes hot. This fort of palm is to be found in Ethiopia and

in the Eafl Indies, and, in time of year, by tapping, affords a great deal of wine.

Here is another kind of fruit called Mamao, which grows on a tree moffly without

branches, and whofe trunk is like to a beam adcrned with leaves and fruit ; each leaf

produces its fruit like to melons and pumkins in fliew as well as tafte : the feed is like

pepper, and has fomething of the lalle of it ; the ftalks on which the leaves grow, are

long, like the fhoots of our vines in Europe, bowing with the weight of the large leaves,

and four or five fpans long.

Another fort of fruit-tree is the Banana, but which may rather be termed an aflem-

blage of leaves interwoven and twifted together fo neatly, that they form a plant about

fifteen fpans high ; at the top it throws out one clutter ot fruit like to a bunch of thofe

grapes which we, in Italian, call Corniolc, and which is, of itfelf, a fufficient burden

for one man : every berry of this duller is about a fpan long, and as thick as one's

wrifl, with a rind like to an orange. When the fruit is once gathered, you cut down
the tree to make it fprout anew, infomuch that being once planted, and thus ordered,

4 it
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it will often be ready to offer a grateful return to its planter. This fruit the natives cal-

led Cacchio, and which, even while green, they gather and hang up in their houfes,

where by degrees it ripens, and grows as yellow as gold : when dry, tiiey cut it aciofs

the middle, and it taftes much like to a dried fig of Calabria. The leaves of this plant

are fo neatly flreaked and fleeked, that one would think they were rather the work of

art than nature: they are generally about ten fpans long, and about three in breadth.

Many are of opinion, and argue tliat thefe were the leaves our firft parents covered

their nakednefs with, after tranfgrefling the divine precept in Paradife ; which is not

unlikely, becaufe of their length and breadth before-mentioned, and becaufe in fome
countries this fort of fruit is called a fig ; and the Scripture tells us they made
them aprons of fig-leaves ; unlefs it were that fig, in India, which the Arabs and Per-

liaiis call Mouz, and the Portuguefe the Indian fig, one leaf whereof ferves for a table-

cloth at a feaft.

The fruit Nicefi is much of the fame kind with the former, being produced by a like

plant, and difagrceing only in, that thefe are fomewhat lefs. This fruit being cut in

the middle, or any ways except in length, (hews a fort of fketch or rough draught of

a crucifix, and which I take to be more wonderful than that of the fruit of the plant

Baruth, vulgarly called the Paradife fig, wherein, when cut, is to be feen plainly the

imprellion of the Greek letter tau, when in this our fruit is as eafy 10 be difcovered the

figure of our Saviour upon the crofs.

For want of a conveniency to carry me farther up into the country, I was fain fome-

times to rely upon the relations of others, but then I always took care to take them
from perfons of credit and natives of the place. I was told that, higher up, there

WL-re vafi: woods of large citron-trees, which feems not improbable, if we coiifider the

great quantity of candied citron-peel preferved, and brought yearly from thence. 'I'o

ripen them, they bend down the tendereft branches of the tree, and cover the citrone

with earth, whereby they foon become foft and yellow, and are pleafant to eat. I for-

bear to mention the many fruits that are to be found in thefe woods, and will confine

myfelf to fpeak briefly of the trees.

The trees in the forefl are fome of them fo vaftly great, that large boats, called

Canoos, are made out of them all of a piece. One of thefe I faw in the port of Baia,

higher than one of our feluccas, as broad, and of length fufiicient for ten or eleven

men to row with long oars, having only the rudder added to it from another tree. This
I mufl tell you was fomeihing extraordinary, for commonly they row thefe boats with

oars like (hovels, and that, llanding more or lefs on a fide as occafion ferves. The
Indian fifhers have other forts of boats made of reeds raddled together, and which ferve

their turn well enough, for they value not the waters coining in, having no clothes to

fpoil. In this country there is great quantity of the wood called Brazil wood, fome red

of the colour of porphyry, and another fort quite black like ebony. Here are alfo fome
trees that dillil the true balm, others that produce a kind of oil, called by the natives

Coppaiua, and which is an abfolute cure for green wounds, as likewife a remedy againft

old aches, and good to couifort the ftomach. A third fort called Almefega, which
didils a liquor like to frankincenfe, and ferves to heal contufions and bruifes in any part

of the body, and moreover comforts the ftomach if taken inwardly. There are alfo

fome plants to be met with here named Bicoiua, or nutmeg, whofe juice is a great

relief againft, if not an abfolute cure for, fluxes and gripes.

Not many years fince cinnamon was firft ordered to be brought hiilur by the King

of Portugal from the Eaft Indies, with exprefs command to the captains of fhips, that

they Ihould dejiver it to the reverend fathers of the Society of Jefus, who about four

1) D 2 miles
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miles from the city of Baia, have a marfh belonging to them, where it has thrived to a

miracle. The birds likewife, by picking the feed, and dropping it about (he country,

have mightily contributed towards its increafe ; for when I was there, I faw many little

trees of it in feveral places, and which could not have come thither by any other means.

Alfo at my being there, the trees that were firfl; jjlanted were begun to be flawed, and

about fourteen pounds of the bark ready to be fent as the firft-fruits to the King.

1 imagine I fhall not much ftray from my fubjecl, if I give fome light here into the

origin of the natives of this country from a certain Francifcan writer, who v/rit in the

Portuguefe tongue, and had his information from the Hoilanders. He fays, that thefe

people came from the iflands of Swedeland, either becaufe of the great colds that reign

there, or being thrown on thefe coafts by a tempefl:. The Indian natives of Brazil

have the name of Tabareos, and thofe born of a Portuguefe and a native are called

Cabollos. The former fort are of a brownifli complexion, have long fhraight hair, with

little round eyes, and thick wcll-fef; bodies of a middle fize : their clothing is no more

than they came into the world with : they maintain thenifelves with hunting and fruit,

which is the reafon that they feldom continue long in one place, but wander about

according to the feafons proper for that purpofe. Sometimes they feed' upnn man's

flefli, and that upon the following occufion : when any one of their relations or friends

fall defperately fick, before he grows worfe they knock him on the head, and cutting

his body to pieces, diflribute it amongft the reft to eat; alleging, "that it is much
more honourable for him to be devoured by them, than to be preyed upon by worms

and infects." And thus, as they have lived like beafts, fo, like beafts, they die.

I was told by one Father Martin, a Capuchin, who had lived fourteen years in thofe

parts, and was then fuperior, that thefe fort of people are very apprehenllve and docible,

and that thoucjh they could not read, yet they would fmg and ailift at mafs and vefpers.

This Father told me likewife, that he had brought over great numbers of them to the

true faith, and that they were in appearance fo good Chril'tians, that, when they were at

church, (I fpeak this to our confufion and fliame,) they might be feen kneeling on both

knees like ftatues, without the leaft motion ; and though they heard any noife, not one

of them would offer to look behind him, or fpeak the leaft word, thhiking it a facrilege.

He added further, that at firft he found great tiifficulties in learning their language, but

that at length, in the fpace of four years, he made himfelf an abfolute mafter of it.

And becaufe that thefe people lived without a ruler and government, when he came

among them, the fame Father chofe out the beft among them for their governor, and

whom the reft readily obeyed. He then reduced them to our way of living, and

brought them to eat their meat at due times of the day, whereas before the pot was

always ready, and they did little elfe'but eat and drink. He taught them alfo to plant

their Mandioca fpoken of before, and inftru^led them in the art of fpinning and weav-

ing their cotton, to the end that they might conceal thofe parts which decency require

fhould be hid. He told me likewife, that before that time he had met with but one

among a great number that had any thing to cover his nakednefs, and that was given

him by a miffioner.

This Father, in procefs of time, becoming perfedly {killed in their language, and

being moreover well-beloved by them, had a more than ordinary opportunity to incul-

cate religion into them ; and which undertaking of liis was likewife facilitated by their

having no idols or worfliip among them at the time of his attempting it. Their notions

of a deity are, that there are two great perfons much in favour with God, and they

pray for them continually ; but who thefe perfons are they cannot tell yet, which
may be eafdy excufed, in regard that fome of them believe nothing at all. How

zea-
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zealous they are for their new religion may be feen by the following .inftance :—
A certain wizard, iaftructed perhaps in his hcililh Icience by fome Blacks that

had run from their maflers', was on a time feized by tlieni, and carried before

Father Martin, by whom, being fharply reproved for hh wicked pradices, he wns let

go, on condition that he fliould forfake his horrid profeffion. But this rcadincfs of his

to promlfe rather proceeded from want of liberty than from any inclination to recant

;

infomuch, that in a very fliort time he relapfed into his former error, and was fcized a
fecond time by fuch as did not tliink fit to releafe him any mere without the lofs of his

head. This done, they dragged his body before Father Pvlartin, to whom they avldreffed

thcmfelves in thcfe words : " O dear Father, you are too forward in forgiving : thefe fort

of people may prove a great check to the growth of our new religion, and therefore we
have lopped off the head of this wicked wizard, to prevent his doing any more mifchicf

among us. Here are his head and body to difpofe of as you (hall beft think fit." And to

give them their due, they are more than ordinarily careful to proted the facred truths

eftabhfhcd among them.

The llefh they eat is generally that of wild creatures, killed by them in great abun-
dance with their bows ; and efpecially of a fort of ferpent called Bomma, which they

love inordinately. This ferpent, after he has well filled his belly, falls afleep ; and
being fo found by the hunters, they dart their arrows into him, and kill him. They
fay fiis flcfli is exceedingly white, and well relifhed, and in fatnefs much like a hog.
After they have cut off Ins head, and torn away his bowels, they devour the refl of it

greedily. At a certain feail in Baia, I obferved the windows, inflead of tapeflry and
arras, adorned with the fkins of thefe ferpents, as wide as that of a large ox, and long
in proportion.

Father Martin having taken care that the Indian governor eleded by him fhould pay
obedience to the Portuguefe, it foon happened that a mutual commerce was cflabliihed

between both nations ; and though the merchandize of the former was but of fmuU re-

turns, yet it neverthelefs ferved them to clothe their nakednefs, and to furniOi them
with iron for their ufes. The things they traded in were chiefly Brazil wood, fkins of

beafls, divers forts of monkeys, parrots of all kinds, and the like. Of thefe lalf, the

hens are called, in the Indian language, Coricac, and are obferved to be far more lo-

quacious than the cocks. Araras are another fort ; thefe aie about the bignelk of our
capons, and have long tails of divers colours. The paroquets are equal to our thrufhcs

in bignefs, and generally green, whereas the others, for the molt part, are grey and
crimfon. They all imitate the human voice when taught.

Apes and monkeys, likewife, they have of all kinds, but none without tails. One of

thefe forts is very much efleemed ; but no lefs difficult to tranfport into any part of

Europe, bccaufe of the cold j they are called Sagoris, or Sagorini, are no bigger than

dormice, and are kept in cotton in muffs. Thofe few monkeys that are brouglit to

Portugal are bought by the ladles there for about a piftole a-piece ; and if they be of

both fexes, the price is much greater, and they ferve for a confiderable prefent. Thefe,

and many other things no lefs curious than gallant, are brought by thefe people to fell

to the Portuguefe all along the coafls of Brazil. Such among them as have no genius

to trading voluntarily lift thcmfelves in the Portuguefe fervice for fo much a month or

a year.

Becaufe I have before begun to fpeak of birds, I will here give fome fhort account of
the oftrich ; if I may have leave to call that a bird, which is more beholden to its legs

ihan its wings. In this country the oflnch is called Hienia, and is of that largenefs as

may
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may be guefled at by the dimenfions of its egg : I have feen both young and old, little

and great, of them : their feathers are of a Hght brown, and their wings ftrengthened

by a double joint. They eat all forts of food, and will digeft wood and iron, both

which they greedily devour. Their eggs they lay in the fand, wherewith they cover

them, I know not whether out of defign that it ihould icrve them for a tomb or a

cradle ; for it often happens that, not remembering where they have laid them, they

by miflake hatch thofe of another, and the chicken is no fooner out of the fhell but it

fliifts for itfelf. When tiiey run from you, they only raife one wing, and for the reft

truft to their feet, whereon they have but two claws on each. They are fo fwift, that,

provided they have the wind for them, (which they always take a great deal of care to

procure,) they will out-run a horfe in his full career. When the hunters have a mind

to take them, they always follow them full fpeed, and with a long hook flretched forth

catch them, if can, by the neck ; which, if accompliflied, they foon conquer, and

have enough to boafi: of all the remainder of their lives.

Before 1 leave Brazil to proceed on my voyage, I muft take notice of another fort of

hunting there, and that not of animals by men, but, on the contrary, of men by animals,

and thofe of the fmalleft fize. You muft know, then, that here is a fort of worms almoft

invifible, which are called, in the country language, Nigua, which, hopping upon men's

toes for fome time like fleas, afterwards penetrate the (kin, and hide themfelves between

the flefti and nails of the toes. This at firft gives a pleafant tickling, but at length they

grow to the bignefs of a vetch, and occafion a great deal of pain, reducing the patient,

if not timely prevented, to a manifeft danger of either lofmg his toe or foot. When they

have thus entered the ikin, the only way to get rid of them, and reftore the part, is by
paring away the flefh, fo far at leaft as is infected ; for they are of a fort of venomous
nature, and will rot and corrupt whatever they lie long upon. For my part, I have

experienced both the pain and the danger of them. But a certain French friar of our

order was more particularly plagued with them ; lor had he not had fpeedy recourfe to

a fkilful furgeon, he had infallibly loft all his toes.

Some will needs have thefe worms to be one of the ten plagues of Eg)'pt, fent by
God to humble Pharoah ; and Father Michael Angelo de Guattini, a Capuchin mif-

fioner to the kingdom of Congo, hints as much in a letter to his father from Fernam-
buco.

In the iflands of Cape Verde there is another fort of worms that penetrate the heel,

and thence creep up under the (kin like a horfe-hair. The way to extirpate thefe is

either to fcarify the flelh as before, and fo ftop their progrefs ; or elfe to feize them by
one end, and by little and little to draw them out whole. Of this fort Delia Valle

fpeaks in his travels ; but his, it feems, were of a more contagious kind, and of a much
longer fize.

13uring my ftay at Baia, however diverted, my mind ftill ran on purfuing my
voyage, and confequently my chiefeft bufinefs was to enquire for ftiips bound for

Africa. We were but three of us, and heard of one, but that was not to depart

in four months ; therefore fo great delay could not at all fuit with our defires to

be gone. At laft we lighted on a fmack or brigantine, which was to fet fail the firft

fair viind, and whofe captain proffered to carry us to Angola. His kindnefs we
readily accepted : but whilft we thought ourfelves fccure of a paffage, the governor
of Brazil commanded him to tranfport nine prifoners in chains to Angola, amongft
whom was his own fecretary, difgraced for fpeaking difrefpedfully of his mafter

;

and for his greater puniftiment, chained by the leg and arm with a Black flave.

The captain havmg received thefe orders, excufed himfelf of his promife to us, alledg-
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ing that he had not room in his fhip for us all, and therefore defircd we would
provide ourfelves elfewhere. 'Ihis, however, did not difcourage us, for we imme-
diately applied ourfelves to the governor, and begged of him to let part at Icaft of
the prifoncrs be left afliore, that we might proceed on our miffion. He was lb far

from yielding to our requeil, that he commanded that we likewife fhouki be gone on
board, not caring whether there were any accommodations for us in the Ihip or no.

He was obeyed, but fcarce were we got out of the port, before the captain (whether

moved by zeal or gold, 1 won't determine) called me to his crew, and aiked then),

where we poor Capuchins fliould lie, alledging that it was both his and their duty to

take care of us. And fo hoilling out the long boat, he put the fecretary and two other

prifoners into it, and fcnt them aihore, and I believe he had done as much for the reft

had they prefented him, by which means we got fome accommodation. We after-

wards heard that this fecretary proved fo great a thorn in his mailer's fide, and fecretly

raifed fo powerful a fciclion againlt him, that in a fhort time he occafioned him to be
feizcd and fent to Lifbon. This it feems has been a common pradice in the Portuguefe

colonies at fo great diftance from court ; for whenever they do not like a governor,

they forthwith embark and fend him home, and he ought to be thankful if he efcapes

fo. The fame has been fometimes done in the kingdom of Angola, and elfewhere in

the Portugal dominions. If the fucceeding governor does not bring a general pardon
for all delinquents, he is not admitted aihore ; and this becaufe of their having once
been called to account and feverely punifhed for want of fuch policy.

Seventy-feven days were ue cooped up in this fmack without difcovering land ; but

what moft grieved us was, that we could not fay in all that time that we had feen either

(ky or fea, being kept down in the hold continually to avoid the rain or waves. To-
wards the Cape of Good Hope we met a furious tempeit, whofe vehemence broke
down part of our prow, and we faw ourfelves at death's door ; but at length through

God's grace, and the diligence of the feamen, that danger was removed. All the

while the pilot was extremely concerned that we faw no land, when by his computation

it fhould have appeared at leaft eight days before. Neverthelefs, at length we had
fight of it, and found ourfelves much nearer to it than we thought we had been. Then
began joy to fliinc out in each man's countenance, and a feaft was ordered throughout
the whole fhip ; and the pilot was fo well pleafed, that he gave the fcaman a pair of
filk-ftockings who firft; brought him news of the land.

After this we put our boat to fea, and fome of the fhip's comj-)any going in her a

fifliing, had fo good luck in a very fliort time, as almoff to fill her with excellent filh.

This fight furprifed me, and put me in mind of the fea of Genefarette, where the

apoftles, through our Saviour's blelTing, had the like good fortune. We left the boat

at fea all that night, faftened only with a rope to our fmack, and with two men in her.

About five hours alter night, a whale happening to pafs between the boat and the fmack,
broke the rope in two, and let the boat adrift ; which was not all, for ihe gave fuch a

(hock to the veffel, as put out the light at the bittake, and the fteerfman being in the

dark, we were in evident danger of being loft, and mult have inevitably perifhed, had
file taken us acrofs the middle ofour keel. The night was exceedingly dark, infomuch
that we could by no means difcover which way the men and boat were driven ; there-

fore we furled our fails, and laid by, and at the fame time threw up fome fire-works

in the air to ferve for a guide to thofe miferable wretches to lind us ; who at length

appeared, when we had given them over to be loft.

Amongft other fifli obferved by me in thefe dangerous feas, is the flrark ; his nature

is to follow fhips in hopes of prey. His head is like that of a dog, and his bignefs more
or
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or lefs according to his age ; but generally at full growth as thick as an ox. He has

a very large mouth, and a treble row of exceedingly fliarp teeth. When he eats, his

upper jaw only moves ; and man's tielh is one of the greatefl; of his dainties. Our ma-

riners with a bait of fait beef took one of them, but in hoifting him up to the fliip lie

ei'caped ; yet throwing in the hook fpeedily he was taken again. Having opened his

belly, we found therein a great many of the bones of meat which we had thrown for

feveral days into tlie fea ; and whereby it appeared that he had followed us for fome

time. I obferving that his heart beat long after it was torn from his entrails, took it up

and kept it till the next day ; when going to view it again, to my great wonder, it dill

panted. This fifli always fwims attended by a great many little ones of divers colours,

and which fome will have to fubfifl upon the fleam that iiies from his mouth. Thefe

little filh are called by the Portuguefe Romeiros, which fignilies pilgrims. There is

another fort of about a fpan long wliich (tick to him, with their bellies upwards, and

nofes like nutmeg-graters ; thefe have the name of Pegadores, thr.t is, dickers, from

this aftion. They are mentioned by F. di Gennaro, in his Sacred Oriental, lib. i. c. 7.

That this fliark-fifli is more than ordinarily greedy of man's flelli, may appear by

the following inftance : — Our fliip having a brifli gale of wind moft of the way between

Liibon and Brazil, a poor mariner about break of day happened to drop off the yard-

arm into the fea. At this accident the fentry immediately gave notice, which occa-

lioned us all to come fpeedily running to the man's afTiftance ; fome threw overboard to

him whatever planks they could find, whilft others endeavoured to tack about the fhip ;

but all in vain, for being under fo full fail we made too much way. At lafl finding

all means to fave him fruitlefs, I caufedoneto call out to him from the poop of the fhip

to give a fign of confefTion ; which the unhappy wretch immediately did, by holding up
his arm ; which I perceiving gave him abfolution, and then he foon funk. Not long

after I fpied a fhark-fifh, half above and half under water, rather flying than fwimming
towards the body ; which was a terrible fight to all, but more particularly touched me
to the heart.

Another fort of fifli we faw, whofe name is Bonitto, as large as the lantern-fifli, and
of a yellow and green colour ; but which the more pleafmg it was to our fight, the

more pernicious it would have proved to us had we eaten of it, for jt caufes fudden

death, which makes the fifliermen as foon as taken to throw it away.

The birds that Hy mofl about in thefe feas -are Alcatraci, a fort of fea-guUs as big as

geefe, of a brownilh colour, with long beaks, wherewith they take fifh : and which
they feed on, either upon the furface of the water, or after they are up in the air.

At night when they are difpofed to fleep, they dart themfelves aloft as high as poflible,

and putting their head under one wing, fupport themfelves for fome time with the other

;

but becaufe the weight of their budies mufl needs force them down again a:- laft, they

no fooner come to the v.ater but they retake their flight, and both which hting often

repeated, they may in a manner be laid to fleep waking. Oftentimes it happens that

they fall into the fhins as they fail, and into ours there fell two one nighr
, and one

another ; Uiofe that know the nature of them, farther fay, that in time oi vear they
always go on fliore to build their nefts, and that in the higheft places, whereby they
facilitate their flight, having but fiiort feet, and thofe large like unto a gO' T;'. Of this .

we made an experiment upon them that fell into our fliip, and found thii'i being left at

liberty upon the plain deck, they could by no means raife themfelves.

Before we had a fight of the Cape of Good Hope, we fav/ feveral oth,.- birds called

Velvet- fleeves, as large as geefe ; exceedingly white, and with long blat^.v bills. Thefe,
like the pigeons out of the ark, were as fo many meflengers to infonr: us that the land

was at hand, their cuflom being a days to flutter about upon the \.aves, and at night

to
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to return to the fliore to reft ; the fight of them makes the feamen leap, and cry out

for joy like madmen.
There are alfo other figns of land being near, as thofe they call the Caravels of Bri-

tany, being weeds, or rather reeds like the Indian canes ; or rather like grafs, but as

thick as one's finger, thrown out by the rivers, and which feem at a diftance to be a

fmall ifland fixed in the ocean, being met fometimes an hundred miles at fea. Whilll

we failed along the coafts, fome of the feamen would needs fhew me a great crofs cut

in a mountain, and which they told me was made there long before thofe countries were

difcovered by the Europeans. But notwithftanding all the diligence I could ufe, with

the help of a profpeclive glafs, I could not perceive it by reafon of the great motion

of the ftiip. I afked them who was fuppofed to have introduced this fign of our falva-

tion amongft thofe ignorant pagans ; but they could give me no manner of fatisfadion.

Now we are coalting along the fiiore of the Cape of Good Hope, I imagine it will

not feem any ways improper to difcourfe of fomething relating to the inhabitants of this

country. By the relations of many, thofe people are faid not to have the gift of human
voice, but to underftand each other only by a fort of hifiing tone, and motion of the

lips ; likewile that whatever pains have been taken with them, they could never

hitherto be brought to fpeak articulately. Inftead of clothing in winter-time, they

generally anoint their bodies all over with a certain liquor diftilled from a tree ; and

which the better to fettle iipon their fkins, they bedaub themfelves fufficiently with wild

oxen dung, which when dried and hardened, cannot be eafily got off. When they

would take off that crufted coat, they do it with hot water, which leaves them naked

as before, as they go in hot weather, and eat much flelh. Which makes me fay with

Ovid in his Da Triftibus, lib. v. el. 7.

Sive homines, non funt homines hoc nomine digni.

The Porluguefe call them Papagentes, that is, men-eaters, on account of fome acci-

dents that have happened there, one of which that was told me I will infert.

In one of the ports formed by nature, where there are many on thefe coafts capable

of receiving two or three thoufand fhips each, a certain veifel came to an anclior ; the

captain with fome of his crew going afliore well armed, and happened to ftray a little

further than ordinary from his companions, faw two women entirely black and naked

carrying of wood. Thefe women, at the fight of a white man, began to ftand ilill

;

which we perceiving, and being willing to encourage them, threw them down feveral

trifles, fuch as fine knives, glafs, coral, and the like. At this they immediately caft

away their burdens, and fell to gathering up the toys, leaping and dancing about the

captain. This pleafed him fo well, that he was refolved to have as much of it as he

could, and for that end fquatted himfelf down on the grafs. They perceiving his

fccurity, continued their gambols for fome time ; but at length one of them fcizing

him behind acrofs the arms, and the other catching up his feet at the fame time, flew

away with him with fuch dexterity and fwiftnefs, that it was impoflible for his com-

panion?;, who both faw and heard him cry out, cither to rcfcue or come near him.

Being deprived of all hopes of recovering him, they thought it advifable to return to

their fliip, where they reflefted on the barbarous banquet thofe, rather beafts tlum

human creatures, were to make that night.

To confirm the probability of this ftory, Father Michael Angelo de Guattina relates

in a letter to his father from Loanda, a city in this country, that whilft he was failing

along thefe coafts, not above a mulquct-fliot from iliorc, the pilot of the fl)ip went

VOL. XVI. i; e aftiorfi
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afliore to eafe himfelf ; but fcarce was he out of the long-boat before he leaped back
again with great furprife and amazement, havihg it feems difcovered behind a rock,

abundance of fi(h drying at a great fire, by which he underftood the Papagentes were
not far off, and put him into fuch a fright, that he never thought of the bufmefs he
went about in three days after.

Another ftory I have heard as follows :—The captain of a certain fliip having been in

a great ftorm, drove into one of thefe ports to repair his damage ; his paiTengers going

afliore to look about them, difcovered at a diftance a fort of fea-monfters like unto

men, and that not only in their figures, but likewife in their actions ; for they faw

them plainly gather a great quantity of a certain herb, with which they immediately

plunged themfelves into the fea. Having obferved what fort of herb this was, the

paffengers gathered feveral bundles of it likewife, and laid the fame upon the fhore ;

the fta-monfcers returning, and finding it ready gathered to their hands, took it up
and plunged into the fea as before. But, O the great example of gratitude that reigns

even in the deeps ! Thefe creatures knowing themfelves to have been obliged, forth-

with drew from the bottom of the fea a great quantity of coral, and other fea-herbs,

and carrying them afliore, laid them in the fame place where they had found the herbs.

This being repeated feveral times, the paffengers thought thefe creatures endeavoured

to exceed them in benefits ; and therefore as a great rarity, fcarce to be paralleled even

in rational animals, they refolved if poffible to take them. For this purpofe they pro-

cured a net from the fliip, and pitched it in a proper place ; but though their defign

fucceeded fo far as to take them, yet could not they hold them, they fhewing them

another human trick, which was by lifting up the net and making their elcape, never

appearing there after as long as the fliip ftaid.

Another relation I have had made me, which may not be improper to infert here :—
The Portuguefe, for the conveniency of failing thofe ftormy feas, would needs fome
years fince make a certain experiment on thefe parts. For this end they brought from

Lifbon {ix or eight condemned perfons, and left them in one of the three points of the

Cape of Good Hope, with provifions of all things fufficient for a year. Thefe men
they commanded to take ihift notice of all mutations of feafons, of the climate, the

land and the fea ; and wiihal enjoined them to let nothing pafs of any moment each day

they were there ;
promifing them withal, that if they obferved thefe their commands,

they would come the next year and fetch them away, and give them their liberty to-

boot. Thefe wretches being thus left, inftead of efcaping deftrudion, met a more
than common fate by thefe means ; for in a Ihort time, through the excefllve cold that

reigns there, more than in any other of the points of the faid Cape, they were all

frozen to death. At the return of the (hips, the laft of them that furvived having

obferved many particulars, and related the manner of his other companions' deaths^

was found frozen to a ftone with a pen in his hand. The laft thing remarked by him
was, " That the greateft fire was fcarce capable of overcoming the moll intenfe cold

of this country." But all this I mult fubmit to the reader, having it only by hearfay,

and not having experienced it myfelf.

After three or four days failing along thefe coafts right afore the wind, we entered a

port in the kingdom of Banchella, or Banquella, a conqueft of the Portuguefe. Here
the people, through a bad temperature of the air, which infefts their vidluals, have all

the countenances of death, fpeak with broken voices, and as one may fay, can fcarce

keep their fouls between their teeth. Our arrival being but juft known, the vicar-

general came to vifit us at one o'clock in the morning, bringing along with him feveral

refreflunents of flelh, fruit, and herbs. At this unexpected charity and civility, we
were
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-were at firfl: furprifed ; but after we came to know that both he, and four of his

brethren, had been bred in our monafteries, that wonder ceafed. This vicar may be

faid to be general only over himfelf, there being no Catholic pricfl in all this country

but he.

Some years paft there was another mifTion of our order into thcfe parts ; but becaufe

the chief man gave no good example himfelf, few of the Blacks were converted, and

thofe that were gave but little attention to what was taught them, giving for reafon,

" That if the law of God was fo negligently obferved by Whites, how could they be

expected to praclife it more devoutly ?" The laft two of the friars employed at that

time, died martyrs to their lenity ; for they chafing rather to admonilh than correct,

to exhort than reprove a certain great man of a fcandalous life, in about eight days

time died of poifon, thereby terminating both their miflion and their lives : the truth

of this ought not to be doubted of, becaufe it was the common talk when I was there.

The other Pagans that live up higher in the country, lead the infamous life of the

Giaghi, a people that fhall be fpoken of more at large hereafter.

As foon as day-light appeared we went on fliore to return thanks to Almighty God
for oui* fafe arrival. Here the firft thing I obferved was, a great abundance of date-

trees, which it feems of all Lower ^Ethiopia flourilh mod in thefe parts, though in

goodnefs they are far inferior to thole of the eaft. 1 likevvife took notice of many
arbours and walks of vines, which, by reafon of the moillnefs of the earth, fprings

being every where near the furface, produce grapes twice a year in great plenty.

Neverthelefs no wine is made, becaufe the exceflive heat that reigns here would rather

putrify than purge it. Every houfe hereabouts has fpring-water, it lying not above

two foot deep ; and which is the greater wonder, by reafon that it is fo near the fea.

If this country abounds with bad men, it is no lefs produclive of good beads. Of
elephants here are many, which with their ivory teeth bring great profit to thole that

take them. The elk likewife, that fo much defired and falutiferousbeaft, is frequently

to be met with in thefe parts ; and which for the virtue of one of his feet, has de-

fervedly obtained, in the Congolan language, the name of Ncoco, fignifying The
Excellent Bealt. It is only called in Spain La Gran Beftia, or the Great Beaft. The
way to find out in which foot the virtue lies, is by knocking hiui down ; when to re-

cover himfelf of the blow, he will immediately lift up that leg which is molt efficacious,

and fcratch his ear. Then mull you be ready with a Iharp fcymiiar to lop c^ir the

medical limb, and you fiiall find an infallible remedy againlt the falling-ficknefs trea-

fured up in his claws. Peter Cobero Seballian fays, in his travels, that he has feen

many of thefe bealls in Poland. 1 hofe feen by me were of about the bipnefs of Jittle

iilTes, of a brownilli colour, with long broad ears hanging down like to thofe of Englifli

ipaniek;.

In thefe woods may alfo be found another creature, culled by the natives Engalla,

and much iike unto a wild boar : the two tuflvs of which bealt being reduced to

powder, expels fevers, evacuaiing by way of Iwtat the malignity ol the diilcmper.

This powder being likewife made up with the juice ot a palm-tree, called Mateba, com-

pofes an admirable antidote. Here is alfo die unicorn, called by the Congolans Abada,

whole medicinal virtue being fufficiently known, needs not to be taken notice of.

Thefe unicorns are very dilTerent from thofe commonly ir.cniioned by authors; and if

you will believe what I have heard fay, there are none of that fort now to be found.

A Theatinc miflioner to the Eaft Indies told me, at his return from Goa, that he had

endeavoured to get one of thefe lalt, but whatever ddigeiice lie ufed, he could by no

means obtain it. He added moreover, that he had heard ieveral of the Eallern people,

E E 2 cfpecially
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efpccially the Chinefe aftrologers, fay, that according to their computations thofe unr-

corns all died the fame day that our Saviour died. What alhifion thefe can have to our
Saviour may probably be from their chaflity, but I mufl: leave all to my reader, who
vill condemn and approve as he thinks fit. The unicorn or Abada of this country

commonly arrives to the bignefs of an ox, and the male only has a horn in his fore-

head : thefe have the fame virtue as the other fort, it taken young, and before they

have coupled ; for the old ones lofe much of their virtue by coupling.

Thefe forefls likewife breed another four-footed animal called Zebra, not unlike a

wild mule : the (kin of this creature is fo beautiful, that one would rather take it for a

fine woven filk than a hide : its beauty confills of feveral equidiftant ilreaks (four fingers

broad) of white and black, bordered on both fides with ruflet. ITiis animal is no lefs

fwift than beautiful, infomuch that if the natives can but tame one of them, no price

is thought too great to offer for it. Our fuperior, Father da Romano, amongft other

things, fent feveral fkins of this beaft as a prefent to the great Duke of Tufcany.

Here are alfo abundance of another kind of beads, called by the Negroes Impellan-

che, of about the bignefs of the foregoing, and in colour much like to what we call

in horfes a forrel : thefe have ftraight twilted horns, by the feveral degrees of which
wreathing, their age comes to be known. They have, in like manner, fome refem-

blance of a mule ; their flefli is white, and would be more in efleem were it not fpongy

and infipid ; but in rutting time, fay the natives, it ought by no means to be eaten,

for fear of doing harm. The fame is reported of the wild goat, that if it be eaten

when it is luflful, it caufes fuch a rot in the feet that the toe-nails drop off. This is

held to be fo infallible, that it can never mifs. An inflance whereof happened in my
time, in the following manner:— Some hunters having taken one of thefe goats, fuf-

peded of being in the aforefaid condition, brought it to our monaitery at Sogno to fell

:

our Fathers not knowing the nature of it, eat part of it, referving the reft for another

time. This coming to the count's ears, he came in mighty hafte to our convent, with

a numerous attendance, and going diredlly into the kitchen, he commanded all the

IJefh to be thrown away, the veffels that it had touched to be broken, and would more-
over have fet fire to the houfe as infectious, had not our Father remonftrated to him in

an humble manner, " That they were fenfible of no harm it had done them, and that

they verily believed there was none to be feared upon that occafion : as alfo, that

whatever mifchief had formerly happened, it was rather to be attributed to fome other

accident, than to any peftilential quality in the goat." With thefe and the like reafons

they at length prevailed on the count to depart, without doing them any farther

damage. When thefe wild goats are old, there are certain ftones to be found in their

bellies, not unlike to Bezoar ftones, and whereof thofe produced by the male are of
the nobler kind, being experienced remedies in feveral cafes, efpecially in that of poifon.

At the firft taking them out, they are foft and tender, but having been a-while in the

air they begin to harden, and in a ftiort time become perfeft ftone. They muft be
taken as foon as ever the beaft is killed, otherwife they will foon dilfolve.

Another fort of beafts in this country are the Impanguezze, fo called by the natives :

thefe are a kind of wild cows, whereof fome are I'ed, others afti colour, and fome quite

black : they are all very fwift-footed, and have a pair of exceeding long horns in their

foreheads. When they are wounded in the chafe, like wild bulls or buffaloes, they

immediately face the aflaulter, and if he does not inftantly take care to fave himfelf in

fome tree or other, inftead of killing, he will be in no common danger of being

mifcrably killed. The flclh of t!iis beaft is very well relifhed and fubftantial ; its mar-
row is an infallible remedy againft cold humours and aches ; of its Ikin the Negroes

• make
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make targets, which will refifl the fwiftefl force of an arrow, fo that if a man /lands

bowing behind it he is altogether fafe.

It is now high time to leave the wild beads to range in the woods, and to come tc^

fpeak of a ceitain brutirti cuftom thefe people have amongft them in making of flaves,

which 1 take not to be lawful for any perfon of a good confcience to buy here.

Every one of thtie Negroes takes to wife as many women, be they flaves or free, it is

no matter, as he can poflibly get : thefe v^'omen, by his confent, make it their bufinefs

to charm men to their embraces, which, when they have done fo as to make them
commit the ait, they prefently accufe them to their Barracan, fo they call their fup-

pofed hufb;>nd, who, feigning himfelf to be in a great rage, immediately runs and
imprifons the lovers ; afterwards, in a fhort time, fells them to ftrangers, without being

fubjed to any account for fo doing : with the money he has thus unjuflly got, he
buys other fhe-flaves, which are permitted to do the fame thing ; fo that from time to

time he is fuffered to go on in this wicked round without any manner of controul. Of
thefe women I fancy TibuUus fpeaks, when he cries out.

All crudele genue ! Ncc fidiim femiiia nomen..

Ah pcieat ! didicit fallere iiqua virum.

There are others who, not by means of women, but of themfelves, going up into the

country through pretence of jurifdidion, feize men upon any trifling oifence, and fell

them for flaves.

The current coin of this kingdom is little bits of giafs coral, brought hither by the

Portuguefe, and which the natives call Mifangas : this they make ufe of not only for

money, but likewife for ornament, making of them both bracelets and necklaces. The
foi t3 and houfes of the Whites here are compofed of wood and clay, after this manner :

two rows of ftrong polls are fixed in the earth, about two fpans afunder, and joined

together at top by feveral tranfverfe pieces of a fmaller fize. The fpace between thefe

rows is filled up with clay well beaten, and fmoothed withln-fide and without, and

which being chequered with creafes, feem at firft-fight to be a ftone-wall. The roofs

are made with reeds, laid over rafters, as with us. This is all I could obferve of this

country, having been but one day in it, and that in a continual hurry in preparing for

our farther voyage.

After our departure hence, in four days fail, we reached the port of Angola, the

utmoil end of our defircs, on the 6th of May, in about a year from our leaving of

Naples.

I referve the defcription of this city of Angola for another place, Intending at pre-

fent to fpeak only of its port : this is as fecure as famous, being formed neither by

art nor nature, but only by chance, having a long flip of fand thrown up by the fea,

and forming a plain ifland, about ten leagues in length, about a mile from the city,

behind which the fliips ride : the entrance into it is by two narrow paflages at the

extremities of the flip. Here all the drinking water ufcd in the city is taken up, and

the greatell wonder is, that it is frtfliclt at the Hood, and faltelt at the ebb. Here,

and no where clfe on thefe coafls, are caught crabs and loblters, as likewife Cuttle fifh,

and ihofe little (hell-fifh called '/imbi, which pafs for money. Heretofore the King ot

Congo refervcd the right of fdhing for thefe only to himfelf, but now the Portuguefe

ufurp that liberty upon him. In the aforcfaid pleafant ifland, the citizens of Angola

delight themfelves as much as the Neapolitans do in their retirement at Pofilippo : for

this purpofe they have feveral hltle houfes there, which being intermixed with verdant

trees.
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trees, afFord a very delightRil profpcfl:. They likewife cultivate the earth in that ifland,

which being well watered, proves not a little fertile.

Being got into port, and our arrival known, the governor immediately gave notice

thereof to our Father-fuperior, who forthwith fent Father Jofeph da Selhi, and Father

Francis da Pavia to bring us a-fhorc. At our landing in the city, I could perceive joy

in every countenance on the occafion, and which was feconded by the great civilities

fhewed us by the citizens ; for as we pafled by their houfes, they not only fent us

umbrellas to defend us from the fcorching heat, but likewife to honour us. Being come
to tlie church, our Fathers fang Te Dewn for our fafe arrival. For eight days together

we received vifits and treats from the principal perfons of the city, in return whereof

we prcfented them with feme fmall relics brought from Italy, which were neverthelel's

accepted with a great deal of devotion and thanks. The accuftomed ceremony ufed at

the arrival of miflioners or a prefedl, was not fhewn for us, by reafon that we were

only three. The ceremony is this:— No fooner is the nev.s fpread abroad that there

are feveral Capuchin niiflioners come into port, but our brethren, accompanied by the

nobility and gentry of the city, go out to meet them : having received them into a

barge, they condu61: them a-fhore, where are ported a great number of White fmging-

boys, drelfed like Capuchins, who, going before in procefllon, fmg all the way to the

church, and afterwards perform Te Dcum there : then the governor, and all the clergy

and laity of the place, come to pay them their refpeds.

In about a fortnight's time I was obliged to depart from hence, with fome of our

Fatherr-, who, although they had been here above nine months, were not yet gone out

on their million, and that by reafon of their expecting the heat Ihould abate, which it

feems it is wont to do about this month of May, juft contrary to our country, where
the cool weather begins with September rains. Father Jofeph Maria da Baflctto, a

man of great learning and experience, chofe me for his companion in his million to

Sogno, and aiked me of our perfect. Father Paul Francis da Portomauritio. Though
I found myfelf Jiot altogether recovered of my lait fatigue, yet confidering the eaficlt

way of travelling was by fea, as alfo that this miffion of Sogno was not only the

ancienteft, but likewife the befl: we had, through the commodioufnefs of its river, and
the difpofition of its inhabitants, I readily confented to accompany this Father thither.

Hereupon the day appointed for our departure being come, we went on board a Ikift,

and in four days arrived at the mouth of the river Zaire, the port of Sogno. At
our entering this river the wind blew fo hard, and the waves rofe fo high, that we
were not a little afraid of being loft. At length having weathered the firll point, we
fpied fome filhermcn, ready, as we thought, to aflift us, but expeded to be called

;

yet we taking them for heathens, and fearing, that inftead of helping they might
rather hinder us by their forceries, gave them no fign.

My companion conjured the winds and feas, but I having faid my prayers betook
myfelf to an oar, at wiiich I tugged heartily for fome time, till at length, by the fole

mercy of God, we were courteoufly received into the embraces of the river. After

having pafled the firft reach, our fouls began to rpvive, and we took pleafure in cafting

our eyes about towards both fhores, which feemed to be ftrewed with vegetable

emeralds ; or might be taken at firft fight rather for the induftrious workmanfhip of
Pallas, than the capricious produfl: of nature. The water alio appeared more like ;i

cryftal caufeway, than any part of the inconftnnt element. As we rowed along the

winding banks of this river, we were continually flirowded with tree^ called Mangas,
not unlike the royal laurels : thefe trees, at the joining of each branch, fprout forth a

long hanging root, which at length reaching the mud and takinc root, flioots up anew,

8 and
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and In n fhort time of one tree forms a kind of a little wood, in a manner that you
can hardly diltinguifli the fuckers from the plant. I was (licwn one of thefe trees,

quite withered and decayed, and was informed that a certain bifliop of Congo, having

been ill-treated by fome of thefe people, made the fign of the crofs upon it, whereupon
it immediately dyed, like the fig-tree curfed by our Saviour.

Although my bufincfs fhould be to write only what 1 obferved in my voyage, and
not to take notice of other matters, yet cannot I forbear fpeaking of fome particulars

relating to this large and famous river : its mouth then is about ten leagues wide, though
fome writers will needs have it to be thirty ; but their mifbke I prefume arifes from
including the mouth of another branch of it, not far diftant from the former. The
Waters of this river are fomething yellowifli, by which they are known above thirty

leagues at fea, and which was likevi'ife the caufe of this country being firfl difcovered ;

for the King of Portugal, Don John II., having fent a fleet under the command of Don
Diego Cano to make difcoveiies on this fouthern coaft of Africa, that admiral guefled at

the nearnefs of the land by nothing fo much as by the complexion of the waters of Zaire;

and putting into it, he afked of the Negroes what river and country that was ; who not

underflanding him anfwered, " Zevoco," which in the Congolan tongue is as much as

to fay, I cannot tell ; from whence, though the word be corrupted, it has been fmce
called Zairo. After this on one of the points of this river the Portuguefe firft planted

a crofs of fine marble, which fome time after being found out by the Hollanders, they

out of envy broke it to pieces ; neverthelefs fo much remained of it when I was there,

as to difcover plainly the Portuguefe arms on the ruins of the bafis, with an infcription

under them in Gothic characters, though not eafy to be read.

The firft difcovery of this part of the world by the Portuguefe happened in the year,"'

fo fortunate for them, 1485, and bccaufe they had been fo courtcoufly received by the

Negroes, and admitted among them with fo many tokens of love and afteftion, this

kingdom of Congo has never yet been fubjefted by the Whites, when it fared quite

contrary with the queen of Singa and others. The firft religious perfons that let foot-

ing there, were three Dominican friars, as is teftified by Father Malfeus a jefuit, in the

firft book of his hiftory of the Indies. One of thefe was killed by the Giaghi at the

time when they over-ran the kingdom of Congo, and routed the Congolan army under

the conduft of their general Zimbo. This barbarian of a conqueror amongil other

fpoils feized upon the facred veftments and utenfils of this unhappy friar, and not con-

tented with the bare pofTeftion of them, would needs ridicule and profane them by
putting them on, as likewife by appearing at the head of his followers with the chalice

in his hand. As for the other two miffioners, they died in a fliort time after their

arrival, through the exceflive heat of the climate, which is often fatal to us Europeans.

To thefe fucceeded twelve Francifcans of the order of Obfervants, who were carried

hither by the fame Don Diego Cano in his third voyage into thefe parts. Some attri-

bute the whole converfion of this country to thefe Fathers, not allowing that the three

that were there before, through the ihortnefs of their continuance, could have time to

do any thing towards it. But for my part I am of opinion that it is next to impoflible,

thofe who had been fo courteoufly received, and who found the people fo eafy to be

wrought upon, fliould not convert many of them before they died. Likewife it is cer-

tain that the friar that was killed by the Giaghi had been chaplain to the Congolan
army, and confcquently was in a poft to do with them even what he pleafcd. Never-

thelefs not to carry the argument farther, let me be allowed to fay, that it is probable

the firft friars might fow the feed, and that the laft were thofe that cultivated and caufed

it to flouriih.

Several
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Several otlier evangelical labourers had been fent out from time to time into this

^aneyard, and at length, at the requeft of Don Alvaro fixth King of Congo made to

Pope Urban the Eighth, that His Holinefs v/ould be pleafed to fend fome more Capuchin

rniflioners into his kingdom, there were others fcnt with letters patent from the faid pope

in the year 1 640, although through the many rubs and difficulties they met with, partly

occafioned by Philip the Third King of Spain's death, and the feizing of the crown of

Portugal by the Duke of Braganza, they did not arrive till the year 1 645, which was

under the pontificate of Pope Innocent the Tenth, and in the reign of Don Garcia the

Second, fuccefl'or to the before-named Don Alvaro. Thefe Fathers entering the river

Zaire, the firfl place they landed at was the country of Sogno, where they were received

T{.ith extraordinary demonftrations of love and joy by the people, and efpecially by the

count, who went out to meet them many miles from the place of his refidence, and

afliiled with them at mafs with great devotion in the church of Pinda, a town near the

mouth of Zaire, adorning their altars moreover with the richefl furniture in his ward-

robe. Hitherto flocked an infinite number of people upon this occafion, as well out of

curiofity to fee thefe new apoflles (whofe awful deportment filled them with wonder

and amazement), as to vie with each other which Ihould fliew mod obedience to the

gofpel. But this is no wonder, fmce the firfl; converts made by the aforefaid Francifcan

friars were the Sognefe, and who ftill feemed to have lively impreffions left upon them of

their former inllructions. The firll that were baptized among thefe Negroes were the

count and one of his fons, whereof the former had the name given him of Don Ema-
nuel, and the other of Don Antonio. This Emanuel dying, befides the funeral com-
monly made for other counts, he had a particular ceremony paid to his memory every

year after, and which I myfelf have more than once performed on his account. After

the count of Sogno, the King and Queen of Congo, together with their eldefl fon, were

prevailed upon to be baptized, the two former taking the names of Don John and
Donna Eleonora, the King and Queen of Portugal, and the latter that of the King's fon

the Infante. Thus began the Chriflian faith to be firfl; eft^abliflied in thefe parts, and
which has been ail along fince maintained through the grace of God, and by the labours

of feveral poor rniflioners fucceflively fent in the fervice of the gofpel.

But let us return to fpeak farther of the river Zaire. This river is commonly faid to

take its rife in the kingdom of Matamba, fubjedl to the queen of Singa, which kingdom
being altogether governed by the female fex, I may number it among thofe nations de-

fcribed by Claudian in Eutrop. lib. i. v. 323.

-Medis, levibufque Sabreis

Iniperat hie fexus, reginarumq; fub armis

Baibarix para magna jacet.

In this Matamba there is a vafl; colleftion of water, which dividing itfelf into two
principal ftreams, one runs through Ethiopia, and is this river Zaire, and the other flows

towards Egypt, being the Nile : this laft; was formerly adored by the Egyptians as a
god, and that becaufe of their being not able to find out its fource, imagining that there-

fore it had none. I believe the caufe why they could not difcover its head, was by
reafon they could not go far up it, being hindered by the catarads which fall in fuch a

dreadful manner, that they at the fame time oflend both the eye and the ear. In this

vafl lake before-mentioned, before it divides itfelf into the aforefaid rivers, are to be
found feveral water-monflers, amongfl; which there is one fort which differs from human
kind only in want of reafon and fpeech. Father Francis da Pavia, one of our rniflioners

Jiving in this country, would by no means believe that there were any fuch mouflers in

5 this
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this lake, affirming they were only illufions devifed by the Negroes ; whereupon the

queen of Singa being informed of his infidelity, invited him one day to go a fifhing for

them : fcarce had the fifhermen thrown in their nets, but they difcovered thirteen upon
the furface of the water, whereof they could neverthelefs take but one female, which was
big with young. The colour of this fifh was black, it had long black hair and large

nails upon very long fingers, which perhaps were given it by nature to help its fwim-
ming : it lived not above twenty-four hours out of the water, and during all that time

would not tafte any the lead food that was offered it.

Throughout all the river Zaire there is to be found the mermaid, which from the

middle upwards has fome refemblance of a woman, as in its breaft, nipples, hands, and
arms, but downwards it is altogether a fifh, ending in a long tail forked : its head is

round, and face like to that of a calf: it has a large ugly mouth, little ears, and round
full eyes : upon its back it has a large hide tacked, perforated in feveral places. This
hide or fkin feems to have been defigned by nature for a fort of mantle to cover it,

being contrived either to open or fhut. The ribs of this fifh are proper to flaunch

blood, but the greatefl of its phyfical virtues lies in two little bones in its ears. I have
.eat of this fifh divers times, and it feems to be well-relifhed, and not unlike fwines-fiefh,

which its entrails likewife refeinble. For this reafon the Negroes name it Ngullu a Mafa
(the water-fow), but the Portuguefe called it PeixeMolker (the woman fifh). Although
it feeds on the herbs that grow on the fides of the river, yet does it not neverthelefs ever

go out of the water, but only holds its head out. For the moft part it is to be taken
only when it rains, for then the water being diflurbed it cannot fo well difcern the ap-

proach of fiiher-men. Thofe that go to take them have a little boat for that purpofe,

in which they paddle up foftly till they come to the place where the fifli lies, and which
they know by the motion it caufes in the water ; then having a lance ready, they imme-
diately dart it with all their force into her, and if through the fmallnefs of their boat,

OT for want of flrength, they cannot hold her, they let go the lance, and leave the fifh

at liberty, well knowing that being exceedingly long the lance muft necelTarily difcover

where Ihe flies with it. But if on the other hand they can* maintain their (troke with
another lance, they dart a fecond time, by which means at lad they eafily tire and take

the fifh. After the fame manner, but with lefs trouble, they take pilchards, which are

fat, and as large as herrings, and they have no other way to take them but this. I

fhould have told you what fort of fafliioned lances thcfe were, becaufe they dilfcr fome-
thing frorn ours of Europe ; they have a very long round llaft' made of wood, but as

hard as iron, round, and fo thick, that as many darts are made fafl to it a fmall diitance

from one another, that they take up fix or feven fpans in compafs.

There is alfo in this river the water or fea-horfe, as large as two land ones : he has
/hort thick legs, round feet, a large wide mouth, with a double row of hook teeth,

and long tulks befides in the lower jaw, like to thofe of a large wild boar, with which,
when he is in fury, he tears whatever comes near him. As I was once failing along
this river, I faw one of thefe horfes floating near our boat, and neighing like a horfe,
of which he has great refemblance : a-nights he goes afhore to feed, but, in the day-
time, he keeps for the mofl; part clofe in the water ; but wherefoever they are, the fe-

male is always at hand, in whofe defence the male fights defperately ; and when the
female is with young, or has lately dropped her colt (which fhe generally docs in the
fens where there is but little water), the male is mofl furious, and, being exceedingly
jealous, will aflault the barks as they pafs along the river, and fometimes, if they be
fmall, overturn them with his heels : this makes thofe that know his nature, to avoid
the marflies at that time, not caring how far they go about, fo they can but have their
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paflage fafe. The time to hunt them is a-nights, when they go to feed upon the land

:

then the hunters block up their way back to the river with boats, and afterwards wait

for their return. Being returned, they let fly their arrows at them like hail ; but woe
be to him that happens to be in any one of their ways after being wounded, for he will

then afluredly tear him to pieces, if they have not trees to fave themfelves on, which
they generally take care to procure. Sometimes thefe creatures will fly away after they

are wounded, and, not finding a paflTage open to the river, v ill run to the next preci-

pice, and leap off from thence into the water, whereby they break their legs, and then

are eafily taken. The flefli of thefe animals is little valued, being generally efteemed

food for the meaner fort of people, allowed by divines to be fifh ^becaufe they live and

breed in the water, though they feed on land. The yard of the male, and the two
ftones found in his ears, as large as hen-eggs, are good to diflTolve the (tone, as well in

the kidneys as the bladder. This lafl: is likewife a remedy againll a ftoppage of urine,

being pulverized and diffolved in fair water, and given about a fpoonful at a time. As
I was once going up this river, I obferved in a low ifland hard-by, feveral fmall houfes

fet upon ftakes, about ten foot from the ground, with a ladder at the door to draw up
and let down. Having inquired what thefe meant, I was told that they were built in

that manner to prevent the inhabitants from being injured by the fea-horfes, that always

feeds thereabouts a-nights. The like fort of houfes I have feen near the forefls, to

prevent the ravage of lions and tigers : but what makes me wonder mofl; of all is, at

the name of thefe fea-horfes, it being their nature to keep always out of the fak-water,

which they hate and cannot fubfift in.

Here are no crocodiles as in other rivers, but there are neverthelefs feveral kinds of

excellent fifh which sre taken various ways, though never in any great number, by

reafon of the flothfulnefs of the inhabitants, who are naturally enemies to hard labour.

The right of fifhing with nets is wholly referved to the prince, who neverthelefs is ac-

cuflomed to give leave to do it to any that will aflc it of him ; and when he wants fifh,

he lends his fervants with his own nets for it.

Having failed up this river, about midnight we arrived at the town of Pinda, twelve

miles from the fea. Landing immediately, we retired to a church, the firfl built here

by the Portuguefe, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, whofe ftatue of baffo-relievo is

conftantly worfhipped every Sunday by a vaft number of Negroes who flock hither for

that purpofe. Here likewife was formerly a convent of our order, but by reafon of the

badnefs of the air, being too near the river, it was thought advifable to remove it to

the city of Sogno where the count refides, about two miles off. Hither we went next

morning with a great deal of willingnefs, though I could not fay I had wanted for fatis-

fadion all the way I came up this river. Being got to our convent, the count came im.-

mediately Vhither to congratulate and welcome our arrival, and that more efpecially on
account of my companion, who had been there three years before. After his vifit, he

ordered us a prefent of feveral things of the produ(5f of the country. In this our con-

vent we found only one priefl named Father Paul da Varefe, and he returned to Loanda

in a few days in the fame fkitf that brought us ; there remaining then with us only a

lay-brother, one Leonard da Nardo, an old man of a good life, and extraordinarily

well verfed in the cuftoms of the country, through the long flay he had made there.

We now began forthwith to apply ourfelves to the bufmefs of our miffion, and it fell

to my fhare to celebrate the firfl mafs; but not knowing much of the language, I could not

pretend to preach in public. I therefore haftily compofed a fhort fermon, and preached

it in the congregation adjoining to our church, which confills of the better fort of per-

fons, and who generally underfland fomething of Portuguefe. Out of fome of this

IP congregation
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congregation it is that the counts are moftly chofen, provided they are of the Sangre de

Cadera, as they call it, which is an expreflion borrowed from Portuguefe, and fignifies,

" the blood of the throne." My companion always preached publicly every holiday
;

but we were fain to fay mafs late, becaufe of the count and his folli)wers, who never

came till then. He always came in great pomp, being better attended than any prince

of the Lower ^Ethiopia is wont to be. The fifth Sunday after "Whilfuntide it happened,

that when I was jufl: ready to come out to fay mafs, the count came in. My compa-

nion, and fuperior, prefently fpied him, and, turning to me, bid me preach that fer-

mon in public which I had prepared for the private congregation, that the count might

not go without a fermon on that day. I began to flirug up my flioulders, and to excufe

it, not thinking myfelf yet qualified to fpeak in public ; till at length he bid me obey,

and God would aflift me. I began mafs ; and after the Gofpel, the ufual time of

preaching, took for my text the words of the commandments, " Thou flialt not kill."

From this text I took occafion to inveigh againfl wizards, who bear a mighty fway in

this country, proving, " That it was much worfe to kill the foul, by inclining it to

diabolical illufions, than to murder the body." Now, becaufe 1 often repeated the

word " kill " in my fermon, the people began to give a great hum. I neverthelefs

went on, and was rather encouraged thereby to exaggerate the heinoufiicfs of the

offence, than affrighted from fpeaking againfl it. But the more I raifed my voice, the

greater was the murmur, I might have faid clamour ; the count only all this while con-

tinued filent. At length the fermon being ended, and the fubftance of it explained by

the interpreter, according to cuftom, I and my fuperior were in a thoufand doubts about

this humming. We inquired of every one we met concerning it, yet none durfl: fatisfy

us therein ; but all went away fmiling. When all the reft were gone, we took one

into the houfe, and treating him with aqua-vitse and roll-tobacco, intreated him to tell

us the caufe of the difturbance in the church, believing it could not be caufed by the

fermon, in which nothing was to be condemned, either as to the fubjeft or language.

" The difcourfe," faid he, " was moft excellent, though not defigned by the Fa-

ther ; for the people, though not well (killed in the Portuguefe language, imagine that

the Fathers-miffioners know all that has happened, and that hum was a token of their

approbation, they having taken his words in another fenfe." " Pray tell me what has

happened," faid F.Jofeph :
" I will fo," replied he ;

" but take notice, there is nolefs

penalty than death for him that difcovers it to the miffioners, and, therefore, Your
Reverence muit take care that you do not make me lofe my life." Being affured we
would keep his fecret, he proceeded thus :

—" Your Reverence muft then know, that

in the time of holy week. Father Paul da Varefe officiating in the church, great multi-

tudes of this principality flocked hither from all parts to join with him in devotion. At
the fame time the devil, who is never wanting to promote his intereft as often as he

fees occafion, took the opportunity to put it in tlio count's and his relations' heads, that

feveral of this congregation, under pretence of religion, were met together in a treache-

rous defign. Hereupon a great number of the count's vaffals and friends being affem-

bled to wifli him a merry Eaftcr, that prince ordered them to fee the oath taken (what

this oath is fhall be explained hereafter) by fuch and fuch as he then pointed out, in

three feveral places of his dominions, and whereby," continued he " there are manv
already dead, and more and more die thereof every day." " Is it fo ?" quoth Father

Jofeph :
" for the future vou ffiall have no rcafon to fear any more dying by theft

means. " Neither ffiall you," faid he to the Negro, " be in any danger for your difcovery

of thefe devililh pra(5lices." The fecond mafs after, the fame Father preached, and re-

I- r 2 fuming
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fuming the fubjeft which I had been upon before, took occafion from thence to hint
fomething againfl this fcandal.

Towards night we both went to court, and defired private audience of the count

;

which was readily granted us. The firft that began with him was my companion Fa-
ther Jofeph, who warmly reprefented to him, " That being a Chriftian, he had be-
haved himfelf like a Pagan, commanding thofe poor people to take fuch a devilifli oath
on a groundlefs fufpicion." To this fmart charge the count at firft gave no anfwer,

being no doubt furprized with fo unexpefted a reproof; but inftead thereof, though a
Black, became almoft pale, and thereby convinced us at the fame time both of his

guilt and remorfe. This ftrange and fudden alteration put me in mind of what the poet

laid of Queen Dido :

Maculifque trementes

Interfufa genas, et pallida morte futura. Virg. 1. 4. ^weid.

" I cannot believe," added the Father, " that Don Antonio Bareto da Silva (fo was
this prince's name) could do this of his own head, but rather imagine it to have been

contrived by his counfellors or relations." The poor count immediately fell on his

knees, weeping and lamenting like another David before Nathan the prophet, and con-

feffing his crime in the following words ;— " Truly," faid he, " I have been exceedingly

to blame, in ordering fo barbarous a teft of my fubjeft's loyalty ; but fmce I have finned

like David, like him I alfo beg pardon." To which Father Jofeph replied in the

words of St.Ambrofe fpoken to Theodofius the Emperor ;
" fince you have imitated a

king in his fin, follow him in his repentance." The eft'ed of this was, that the count

the fame night countermanded his orders, and thereby all further mifchief was pre-

vented.

The aforefaid oath, Bolungo, is adminiftered to the fuppofed traitor, by a fort of

wizard called Cangazumbo, who making a certain compofition out of the juice of

herbs, ferpents' flefh, pulp of fruit, and divers other things, gives it to the fuppofed

delinquent to drink, who if guilty (as they tell you) will immediately fall down in a

fwoon, or trembling, to the ground, infomuch that if they did not prefently give him

an antidote, he would infallibly die away ; but if not guilty, no harm would happen

to him. A manifeft and open cheat this, though not difcovered through the blindnefs

of this people ; for the wizard, in cafe he has a mind to acquit the accufed, omits thofe

ingredients in the compofition which he puts in where he defigns to condemn him.

This order from the count was an abfolute new thing, and never praftifed before ; for

he had commanded every one of his fubjetts, not excepting any, to go to one ot thofe

three places where thefe minifters of the devil refide, and there to undergo a teft of

their loyalty, after the following manner :—The fuppofed traitor was made to look into a

great vat of water, wherein if he fell he had immediately his head (truck off; but if he

was innocent, he came away fafe and found. Whence it proceeded that they did or

did not fall, time nmft difcover ; but they that performed this work being heathens,

it is to be fuppofed that they poifoned the water.

Now we are upon the fubjed of thefe oaths or tefts, give me leave to inform you of

feveral other forts now in ufe among thefe wicked people : one of thefe is called Chi-

lumbo, and which might rather be faid to be applied than adminiftered ; for the per-

fon accufed hath a red hot iron palled over his naked leg ; which if it caufes any blifter,

he is forthwith thought guilty ; but if not, he is releafed. The deceit of this is, that

if the patient be determined to be acquitted, the fubtile wizard has a certain preparation

9 concealed
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concealed in his hand, of an exceedingly cold nature, with which ftroking gently over

the part, the fire when applied there lofes its force ; but if he be to be found guilty,

that remedy is omitted, and then the iron is left to caufe its effeO..

Ihe following paflage happened when I was in my million at Bengo in the kingdom
of Angola, on the account of my health :— The fon of a Mulatto being fick, was
ordered by a phyfician to be let blood ; and a flave of his that had been a furgeon,

undertaking to perform the operation, through an unfteady guidance of his lance

happened to prick an artery, whereby foon followed a gangrene, and in a fhort time

the patient died. The father of this youth fuppofmg that the flave had done what he
did on purpofe, refolved to have him undergo the trial of Chilumbo, and thereupon

immediately caufed him to be feized and carried to one of thofe three before-mentioned

places where the wizards live. This done, he was foon brought to the tefl, and had
not only the red-hot iron palled over his thigh, which burnt him miferably, but the

enraged father likewife, not contented with what he had already fufFered, would needs
bind him hand and foot, and after that thrufl; a flaming torch feveral times into his face.

The knowledge of this coming to my ear the next day, by means of a courier belonging

to the bifliop of Loanda, who likewife heightened the fad, alledging that the Mulatto
had moreover burnt the flave alive, and afterwards thrown his aflies into the river j

I told the courier that I could give no credit to what he related, unlefs he would bring

two witnefles to vouch the truth thereof. Hereupon they were prefently produced,
but could only aflirm, that they faw the Mulatto thrufl the torch feveral times in the

flave's face ; and that they afterwards heard he was burnt and thrown into the river.

Upon thefe depofitions I ufed all the means I could to get the wizard into my power,
that had performed this hellifli ceremony ; but found it impoflible, becaufe he had
fufpeded I fhould be informed of it, and fo fled away. The next thing I had to do
was to catch the Mulatto, which I foon accomplilhed by the diligence of fome fpecial

friends. Being brought before me, he accofled me after this manner : " I would fain

know," quoth he, " for what reafon I am brought before you ?" " For having wickedly

burnt your flave," faid I. " That is not fo," anfwered he, " for he is yet alive."
••' Bring him then hither," faid I, " that I may fee whether he be or not." Hereupon
he immediately ordered fome others of his flaves to bring him in, which they forthwith

did, but bound after that barbarous manner, that it was impoflible to loofe him without

cutting the cords. Then 1 demanded of the Mulatto, why he ufed his flave fo barba-

roufly. He anfwered, " For having murdered his only child." " That was his

misfortune, rather than his fault," faid I, " and therefore you have not done what you
can juflify." " I will juflify it," faid he, " before any magiltrate whatfoever." " Then
you fhall do it," replied 1, " to the bifhop of Loanda." And accordingly I ordered

both him and his flave to be fent away to that city. I afterwards heard that the faid

bifhop had difcharged tl;e flave, but fhut up his malter in prifon till he had fatisfied for

his offence.

There are many other fpecies of this tefl; of Chilumbo, but which I fhall only hint

at here, they having been more at large dcfcribed already by Father Montecuccolo in

his Hiflorical Defcriptions.

The fecond way of adininiflering this Chilumbo tefl is, by taking a tender and foft

root of the tree Banana, which is put into the mouth of the pcrfon accuft'd. Now if

this root flick to his mouth, and make him feem to be eating of fomething clammy,
then he is immediately thought guilty, and worthy of punilhment j or if it happen
otherwife, then is he forthwith difcharged.

The
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The third way is, by eating the fruit of a certain palm called Emba, which yields

oil ; this being firft tailed by the wizard, to fliew that there is no danger in it to the

innocent, is afterwards poifoned and given to the perfon intended to be convidled ; but

if that perfon be wary, and has a mind to come off fafe, he muft greafe the fifts of

the diftributers, and by thofe means may efcape.

The fourth trial is, by a pot of boiling water, into which the wizard throws a flone,

or any other thing of the like nature, and then takes it out himfelf with his naked hand,

ordering the reft to do the fame ; they that take it without being fcalded, are fuppofed

innocent, whereas the contrary declares their guilt.

The fifth, and which is chiefly praftifed in the kingdom of Congo, is to clap feveral

fnail-lhells to the accufed perfon's temples ; where, if they ftick, he is condemned, but

if not, difcharged. Let the reader judge if there may not be any fallacy in this way,

or not.

The fixth, moft in ufe among the Blacks, is to light a torch made of a certain

bitumen diftilled from trees, and to ^quench the fame in water ; and afterwards to give

that water to the fuppofed criminal to drink ; which, if he be guilty, will do him harm ;

but if not, will caufe no alteration in him.

The feventh is practifed only by fmiths, who are fometimes wizards, and is called by
the natives Nole Fianzumdu. The manner of adminiftering this Chilumbo, is by heat-

ing an iron red-hot, and afterwards quenching it in water as before ; which water is

immediately given to drink to thofe that take the oath. Now, if it is obfcrved that

they cannot eafily get it down, as it fometimes happens, through apprehenfion only,

then are they pronounced guilty without any farther proof; or elfe, by their eafy fwal-

lowing of it, difcharged.

Others make this trial, by the water wherein their lord's feet have been wafhed, and
which is called Nfy-a-mafa. The reft of the kinds I Ihall omit fpeaking of, for the

reafons before-mentioned.

There are other ways of difcovering theft and forcery, as likewife for abfolving any
that have taken the aforefaid oaths.

As for the firft, a fubtile wizard is commiflioned with the name of Nbaci, who takes

a long thread in his hand, either of linen or woollen, and holding one end himfelf,

gives the other to hold to him who is the fuppofed thief. Tiiis done, he applies a red

hot iron to the middle of the faid thread, and if it burns, the delinquent is fined to

the value ; or, if the theft be great, he is made a flave ; but if otherwife, abfolved.

Whether the devil has any hand in this I cannot decide, not being thoroughly acquainted

with the matter of fad.

Concerning the fecond, to difcover who has been dealing with the devil, they make
the following experiment :—The root of a certain tree called Ncafla, is diflblved in

water ; and, after diflblution, that water is put up in veflels, and given to the perfon

accufed to drink. Afterwards he is delivered into the hands of feveral ftrong men to

mifufe, and ftiake about in a manner, that in a very ftiort time he falls down in a fwoon
;

fome imagine that this is rather occafioned by poifon given him inftead of the faid root.

This tree is pretty tall, and of a red colour, and has a wonderful virtue for curing the

tooth-ache and fore gums. It is likewife extremely pernicious to birds, who fly from
it ; for if they fliould once fettle on its boughs, they would immediately fall down dead
to the ground.

As ior the third, to abfolve from any fort of oath, it is performed by a minifter

called Ganga, or Nzi, who rubs the tongue of the perfon to be abfolved with the fruit

of
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of the palm that produces oil, and after mutteriniE; fome few words to himfelf, he there-

by frees him from his oath, and fo fends him home to his houfe.

Laflly, there is another fort of trial, which is performed not by the deceitful hand
of a wizard, but by a perfon of fome quality, after the following manner :—Two obfti-

nate fellows being at law together, and the truth being hard to be got out of them,

the juiige fummons them both to appear before him, where being come he fixes to

each of their foreheads a fea-fhell, and at the fame time commands them to bow down
their heads ; now he that the fhell firft drops from is taken for the liar, and the other

acquitted.

Whilft I was in Bengo above-mentioned, my companion Father Francis da Monte
Leone, having feized upon one of the aforefaid wizards, fent him to the Portuguefe

governor to be punifhed, who immediately upon conviftion condemned him to death :

his time of fuffering being come, he was exhorted by Father Francis to confefs his

crime, but inltead thereof, being an obftinate fellow, he gave this anfwer : " AVhat

!

would you have me to accufe myfelf where I have committed no crime ? iVIy practice

has always hitherto been to do good to all men and not evil ; for when the poor people

of my country have fowed, and the earth became afterwards dry for want of rain, if

I out ot mere charity have caufed the clouds to dilTolve to fupply that neceflity, was
this a crime ? If I have converfed with tygers, ferpents, lions, and other wild animals,

and they have anfwered me, was there any harm in it ? If at a time when there was
no boat to be found in the river, I out of pure compaflion called crocodiles to carry us

over, niufl this be accounted a fin ?" After this and the like manner he juftified his

crime for fome time, yet however at length thought fit to own himfelf guilty ; but

becaufe he had been profecuted by a miffioner, he was afterwards pardoned his life,

and fent bound to Brazil.

We hid not been many months in Sogno before the people, through remorfe of

confcience, difcovered to us that the fifler of a certain nobleman of that country cured

perfons publicly by the help of magic ; and that moreover to make herfelt the better

known for a forcerer, (he went clothed like a witch, and wore long diflievelled hair,

contrary to the cultom of thefe parts. They further informed us, that (lie frequently

had a drum beat before her to publilh her profellion, and likewife that fhe had a fon

that pradifed the fame art, and lived with her in the houfe. This being heard by us

with great abhorrence, we immediately drew up a charge againit both mother and fon,

and at the fame time made ufe of our utmofl endeavours to get them apprehended : but

the former being timely acquainted with our defigns, efcaped up into the country,

while the latter fell into our inares, and was fent by us bound to the count. This

prince, notwithftanding our diligence to feize the prifoner, gave him neverthelefs fo

much Hberty, that he foon found means, though bound, to get to his lather's houfe,

by whom he was inftantly lool'ed, and fent to an ifland in the Zaire to be protecled.

This was the firlt Jilpleafure we received from the count, whom we afterwards feverely

upbraided with deftroying the tender plants of Chriltianity in his country, and putting

a flop to all good works we had begun there ; telling him, he imitated but ill his pre-

deceflbr Count Stephen, who, after having extirpated thele wicked wizards almofl

totally out of his dominions, commanded his governors that wherever they were found at

any time to have returned, they fhould immediately be feized, and have their heads lopt

oft' without any further ceremony ; and in cafe any of his officers did not put this law

in execution, he was liable to the lame fentence. After this maimer were our miflioners

affifled in their endeavours during Count Stephen's reign ; nay, he was fo zealous in

his afliftance, that he would travel about with them himfelf, and obferve how things

palled
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paffed with his own eyes ; and if he found any whoremonger, he would reprove him
in the following words :— " Either this woman pleafes you, or not ; if flie does pleafe

you, why do not you marry her ? and if not, why does fhe continue with you ?"

This reprimand we gave the count fucceeded fo well, that he feemed afterwards

inclinable in fome meafureto comply with our defires, alledging that he would willingly

bring thofe offenders to punifhment, but that he could not catch them, by reafon of

their being removed too far up into the country. Notwithftanding, the father that had
before releafed his fon without authority, being afraid of being imprifoned himfelf for

fo doing, thought it advifeable to feign himfelf fick to evade that danger, and confe-

quently fent for me to confefs him : I immediately complied with his defires, and con-

fefled him, but foon found that what he had done was more out of hypocrify than

fincerity ; for it is a cuftom in this country, that where any perfon has received abfolu-

tion, he forthwith becomes free from any crime, and may confequently depart at

liberty, though he were in hold before. The reafon they give for this is, " That if

God has pardoned them, how can man pretend to find them guilty ?" The fame was

anfwered us by the count, when we requefted him, upon finding out the fellow's diffi-

mulation, to have him imprifoned again. " Have ye not abfolved him ?" quoth he,

" Is he not free ? How then can I pretend to lay hands upon him ?" Nor would he

hear any reafon to the contrary, becaufe the offender was his kinfman.

Awhile after the count fent us another of thefe wizards, with an affurance that for

the future he would let none efcape that came into his power. This perfon we imme-
diately carried into a room to examine ; but while my companion went into an adjoin-

ing apartment to fetch a paper, leaving the prifoner for me and the interpreter to keep,

he, notwithftanding our diligence, and the great number of people in the next room,
got from us. A dog we had in the houfe being alarmed at the noife immediately run
after him, while I by another way purfued him fo luckily, that I foon met him and

tript up his heels, and at the fame inftant followed his fall and leapt upon his back,

belabouring him with all my might, notwithftanding the fear the people have here of

meddling with wizards, with the cord of my order, invoking all the while St. Michael

and the reft of the faints to my afTiftance. At the fame interim my companion came
in, and could not forbear laughing to obferve how luftily I laid him on. A little after,

the people that had brought him to us came up and bound him in fuch a manner that

he could not ftir ; for you muft obferve they were not afraid to touch him, by reafon

of the Agnus and other prefervatives that we had furnifhed them with. Being thus in

our power, we foon brought him to abjure his errors, and afterwards fet him at liberty.

The laws of this country as to thefe cafes are as follow :— If the wizard that is taken be
a freeman, and abjures, for the firft offence he is only enjoined penance ; for the

fecond he pays an Indian piece of about the value of a flave ; but if he offends a third

time, he is forthwith fold for a flave, and the price of him diftributed among the poor :

if he be a flave himfelf that offends, although it be the firft time, he is neverthelefs

prefently fold, and fent among the Whites, a thing fo much abhorred by them that

they would almoft purchafe their redemption with the price of their lives. When any
of thefe three laft cafes happens, a perfon is deputed either to receive the money and
diftribute it as before, or elfe to take in exchange fo much linen as amounts to the

value, and this to wrap the dead poor in, after the cuftom of the country. All which
Is done without our concerning ourfelves, left it fhould occafion fome evil-fpirited people

to fuggeft that what we did was rather through a motive of covetoufnefs than any of

charity or religion.

So



MEUOLLA'S voyage to CONGO. 225

So many cafes of this nature happened to me during my mifTion, that would fufnce

fo make a volume apart ; neverthelefs, not to be too tirefome to my reader, I Ihall

content myfelf with relating only the mofl remarkable. Upon a time a certain wizard
more famous than ordinary was brought before me, whom, not to truft any more to

the count, I committed to the cuftody of the keeper of the church (an office of great
gain and much honour, and which is not conferred by us but upon perfons beft

qualified}, to the end that he might imprifon him the fafer.in his own houfe. This
good man, notwithftanding my particular injunftions, not long after fet his prifoner at

liberty, and placed in his room and in chains a poor flave. At my comincr a little

while after to examine the offender, not finding him to be the fame that I fent, I beqan
to demand of the keeper what was become of him. He anfwered me, " That
was he." Then I alked the prifoner, if he were the perfon : to which he replied,
" He was." Hereupon I feemed to believe both, yet being certain that I was impofed
upon, I was refolved to know the truth : for this end I called one of the flaves belong-
ing to the church to me, and commanded him to go immediately and cut off the pre-
tended wizard's head. Hereat the imprifoned flave being affrighted, efpccially when
he faw the axe brought, began to tremble, and cry out, " I am not he, I am not the
wizard, but fuch a one is (naming him) whom the keeper has fet free, and put me in

his dead." Then turning to the keeper, I laid, " What fay you to this ?" He an-
fyv-ered, " Father, the wizard is gone fortJi to feek a livelihood, and has left this perfon
here as a pledge till he returns : but (continued he) I will immediately go and look
after him, and do not queflion but to find him." Hereupon I went along with him,
but to no purpofe, for the fubtle conjurer had very prudently given us both the flip.

For this offence I could do no lefs than ileprive the keeper of his place, and he was
not a little thankful that I left him his life. Moreover, prifoners efcape many times

here through the flightnefs of their prifons, for being mod commonly built with reeds

they cannot be fuppofed to be very drong. To remedy this, we generally took care

at the arrival of any European veflfel to embark our prifoners on board, and to tranf-

port them to other coontrics.

The infernal praflice of forcery is even abhorred by the natives, and thofe that make
ufe of it are for the mod part the meaned fort of people, ferving here either for phy-
ficians or furgeons, there being no others in the country. The remedies they have
are generally the natural ones, and therefore they have recourfe to witchcraft to credit

their art, and to make people believe that the virtues of their medicines are commu-
nicated to them by the devil. If tlieir phyfic ftils, they excufe thcmfelves, and fay,

" A certain ominous bird flew over their lieads, and hindered the operation of it :" or

elfe they affert fome other ridiculous lie. Thefe forts of incantations are always prac-

tifed in the nighttime. The fird thing they fay to the fick perfon after he comes
under their cure is, " If you have a tuind to be cured, be fure not to fend for any con-

ftfl'or, for his prefence will not only take away the virtue of the remedy, but likewife

deprive you of your life." When any one dies under their hands, they afhrm that

there were other occafions of his death than thofe of his didcmper, which puts the

parents upon divers curfed methods of finding out the fuppofed murderers, they being

generally of opinion that nobody dies a natural death.

Dreadful to be remembered, though not unworthy of memory, was a cafe that

happened in our time, as follows :— A certain child had languiflied for fome time under

a defperate difeafe, and which, by being the only one its ])arcnts i'ad, was their chidell

comiort and fupport : the iclations often folicited them to fend for fome wizard or

other to recover its health, but they would by no means hear of fuch a propofal,

V0L.,xvi. G aliedging
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alledging that they never yet had had recourfe to any fuch people upon any occafion

whatever. To this the relations replied, and alkeJ them, " What they thought the

world would fay, that they wiio had but one only child, fliould fuller it to die for

want of being at the expence of a magician ?" This they urged fo home, and made
ufe of fo many other arguments of the like nature, that they at length prevailed upon

the deluded parents to fend for a wizard hard-by : when he came into the houfe, the

mother had her fick child in her arms, which the magician ftretching forth his arm
to touch, in order to begin his charm, at the fame time both the child and the wizard

expired : this occafioned fo exceffive an allliclion in the father and the mother, that

blaming themfelves for this impious credulity, and looking upon this accident as no
better than parricide in them, before they would bury the body of their unhappy infant,

they came to confeffion at our convent.

Not unlike this was another accident that happened in this country while I was there.

A certain fick perfon fent to a magician to come and cure him : the magician came
accordingly, but as he was ftretching forth his hand, as in the foregoing cafe, he fell

down dead to the ground, miferably lofing his own life, at the fame time that he
endeavoured by wretched means to prolong that of another man.

But let us return to fpeak a little more of the wicked oaths pradifed among thefe

people. They have another fort of oath which they call Orioncio ; the way of admi-

niftering this is, by putting exceeding ftrong poifon into the fruit called Nicefi, fuffi-

ciently fpoken of before, and afterwards giving that fruit to the fuppofed guilty perfon

to eat : he has no fooner tailed of it, but his tongue and throat begin to fwell to that

excefs, that if the wizard did not fpeedily apply an antidote, he mufl; inevitably foon

perifh under the experiment, and though innocent he commonly remains tortured for

many days.

I'he oath called Oluchenche is given after the following manner :— The perfon that

takes it has his limbs bound tighter or loofer, to force out the truth as they term it,

according to the wizard's inclination to find him either guilty or innocent.

As I pafTed through the kingdom of Angola, one of the aforefaid forts of the oath

called Bolungo, was adminiftcred to a Mufacca (fo they call the receiver among the

Whites), a relation to the King of Congo, and to him of Loango, one of the power-

fulleft along that coaft, and whofe fon, as they told me, was to fucceed in that king-

dom. To this perfon the Scinghili, (gods of the earth, being the name they have for

their wizards,) attributed the caufe of its not raining in the month of March, at whicli

time it always had accuftomed to have rained. He therefore, to fatisfy the rage of the

people, was to undergo this dangerous teft, which he accordingly did, and unexpettct'Iy

came off acquitted. The Scinghili, or wizards, boaft that it is in their power to grant

or prevent either wet weather or a drought.

We having put afhore in one of the ports of this kingdom, as we were on our

voyage to Congo, and the people having underftood who I was, and that I was of a
contrary opinion to that of their Scinghili, they began immediately to murmur againlt

me. Their wizards, to confirm their belief, and to oppofe mine, foretold that there

fhould be no rain all that fummer. But it fo fell out, and Providence, I believe, had'

fo ordered it, that fcarce was I got alhore to fay mafs, but the heavens began to pour
forth their watry wrath againft thefe infidels in fuch a manner, that thefe very wizards

were afterwards forced to own to me that their knowledge in thefe matters was not
infallible.

In our convent at Sognc, our Fathers had built one apartment two flories high, on
purpofe to keep fonie of the church utenfils bv themfelves. No rain having happened

8
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that feafofl, the Scinghili attributed tlie caufe thereof to our raifing our building con-
trary to the cuftom of the country. Hereupon the too credulous people came one day
in a great rage to pull down that apartment ; when one of our Fathers, immediately
going out, demanded of them, " Wiiat they would have?" Whom they anCwcred in

great fury, " That they mufl either pull down that building, or they fliould always
want rain." This foon fired the pious Father, and made him to go on with a great

deal of zeal ; firil reproaching their unwarrantable folly, and after giving them to

tinderfland that God was the only difpofer of all gifts, whether in heaven, earth, or
fea, fometinies giving, and fometimes withholding, according as he beft faw fit and
convenient ; and that the miniiters of the prince of darknefs, fuch as their Schinghili,

were only qualified to deftroy men, both here and hereafter, inftead of doing them
the lead kindnefs. " Make a devout proceflion," faid he, " to our Lady of Pinda, I

allure vou God will relieve your wants." So they did, and fo it fell out, the earth

being foaked with the rain, the houfe remaining untouched, and the people fatisfied.

Since then they have ufed this in time of difhefs, and it has happened they have gone
from the Banza with fair weather, and returned well foaked from Pinda.

Whilfl: my companion, Father Jofeph, was formerly travelling on his miflion in

Sogno, he came to an open country at a time when the clouds were jufl: ready to dif-

embogue their burthens. He there overtook a traveller likewife, who was (landing

ftock flill, and murmuring ftrange words to himfelf. Alter which he mounted his

bow, and (hot an arrow up into the air with great indignation. The Father perceiving

this, and guefling it to be fome of the devilifli pradices of this country, immediately

came up to him, and after having fliarply reproved him for his offence, acquainted

him, " That he believed all his hclliHi art would not^fuflice to keep it from raining

that day ;" and as he gueifed, fo it foon happened ; for prefently after there fell fo

great a fhower, that the Father was wet to the ikin, which he was neverthelefs pleafed

with, by reafon that it had fo plentifully difappointed the wicked forceier. At this the

wretch was much furprifed, but would not neverthelefs be convinced of his error,

affirming, " That this had happened through the power of thofe that went before him,

who were greater proficients in magic than himfelf." Thefe provoking words caufed

the black Chriftians that were along with the Father to feize upon the wizard, and to

give him that chadifement which his crime deferved.

hi the country about Coanza, a river to be pafled in the way to Singa, a certain

Soua, or lord of the manor, caufed himfelf to be accounted a Scinghili, requiring his

vaflals to make their addreflcs to him when they wanted rain. One of our Fathers

coming thither, and detefling the impious abufe, did what lay in his power to get him
feized ; but being difappointed through the quality of the perfon, he was forced to

have recourfe to a milder remedy ; and no doubt infpircd by God, he told the inha-

bitants, " That if they did not rid out of their hearts that curled opinion, they would
never have any rain." As the Father prophefied, fo it happened ; for ever fince, for

feventeen years together, they have not had one drop in thofe parts, whereby the earth

is become fo dry, efpecially confidering the climate, that it was yawned wide in mod
places, and feems with fo many mouths to beg pardon to the Almighty Difpenfer of

the benefits for the blafphemy of their lord. It is true, the befl come-off they have
for this offence is, that the faid Father, after their difobedience, ciirfcd the air ; and
fo caufed it to withhold its favours from them. Notwithflanding the curfe on his

country, and the lofs of his vaffals, who went to live in other parts, the obltinate

Soua, unwilling to own his error, Hill continued to pretend to the lame power.

G G 2 To
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To conclude fpeaklng any more of oaths, 1 will give one terrible inflance relating td

them, which happened in the kingdom of Watamba, being the dominions of the

queen of Singa, and related to me by Father Francis da Pavia, a miffioner there.

Upon an affair fomething more confiderable than ordinary, a certain friar of our order

thought fitting to give an oath on the holy evangelills to two of the greateft magicians,

counfellors to the queen. At firfl they refufed to take it, but at length confented,

faying to themfelves, " What harm can happen to us by fo doing ? We had better

fatisfy the Father in fo indifferent a matter, than difoblige him by a refufal." Hereupon

they prefently agreed to take it, and fwore, but falfely, when a ftrange accident hap-

pened. The firfl of thefe burft, and fell down dead, while he had his hand on th&^

mafs-book ; and the other languiflied away, and died in about fix hours after. Which
taught others to be more cautious how they jefted with God.

From the death of thefe two magicians of the higher rank, let us proceed to fpeak

of other wizards, who moft commonly die violent deaths, and that for the moft part

voluntarily. For the prefent, I fliall only fpeak of the head or chief of thefe wretches,

from whom the reft take example. He is flyled in the country-language Ganga Chi-

torne, being reputed god of the earth, and to whom is confequently paid the firft fruits

of all it produces, due to him, as they fay, as its author, and not either to the ordinary

v.ork of nature, or to the extraordinary one of Providence. This power he alfo boafts

to be able to communicate to others, when and as often as he pleafes. He further

afTerts, that his body is not capable of fufFering a natural death ; and, therefore, to con-

firm his adorers in that opinion, whenever he finds his end approaching, either through

age or difeafe, he calls for fuch a one of his difciples as he deflgns to fucceed him, and

pretends to communicate to him his great power ; and afterward? in public (where this

tragedy is always aded) he commands him to tie a halter about his neck, and to flrangle

him therewith, or elfe to take a club, and knock him down dead. This command be-

ing once pronounced, is foon executed, and the wizard thereby fent a martyr to the

devil. The reafon that this is done in public, is to make known the fucceflbr ordained

bv the laft breath of the preJccefTor, and to fhew that he has the fame power of pro-

ducing rain, .and the like. If this ofHce were not thus continually filled, the inhabit-

ants fay, " That the earth would foon become barren, and mankind confequently

perifh." In my time, one of thefe magicians was caft into the fea, another into a river,

a mother and her fon put to death, and many other banifhed by our order, as has

been fp.id.

In the fnft year of our arrival in thefe parts, there happened a paffage w^orthy to be
remembered, which, before I can begin with, I mull go Come years back with my ftory.

Upon the late King of Congo's death, two very confiderable perfons pretended to that

crown, either of whom did all that in hini lay to procure the count of Sogno, a power-

ful elector, on his fide. One of thefe, wliole name was Simantamba, made him feveral

prefcnts of flaves for that purpofe, but which had been all taken by force ; and there-

fore the Fathers that were then at his court advLfed him by no means to accept of them.

To this the count anfwered, " That he had already confidered of the matter, and was
inclinable to be of their opinion, that he ought not to accept of them." Some time

after, the fame Simantamba, to ingratiate himfelf the further into this prince, and to

engage him in a ilricler tie of friendfhip, requefted his filler of him for a wife. To
this the count fo readily conft-nted, that he not only font him her forthwith, but like-

wife the crown itfelf, \\ hich, it fecms, he had then in his pofTeifion, together with a

velvet throne, feveral other things of great value, and divers armed troops. Siman-

tamba having advice of the approach of his fpoufe, went out feveral days' journey to

meet
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meet her ; and, the better to avoid the fnares that might be laid for him by his rival in

the crown, thought it proper to fet down and fortify himfelf in a very ftrong wood. l"he

count's army arriving iome time after with fongs, mufic, and dancing, entered the wood
with great alacrity, which Siinantamba's followers perceiving, and, fearing fome trea-

chery by rcafon of fo great a number of people fcnt by the count, advifed their mailer to

oppofe their entrance : but he trulling too much to his fecurity, rejefted their advice,

and, confequently, foon became a martyr to his credulity ; for the count's army had
no fooner got pofll;flion of the wood, but they ftt upon both him and b.is followers with

piflols, antl, killing the greateft part, forced the reit to fly. Thus, inftead of a joyful

hymen, this prince met with a barbarous death, and which, together with that of his

friends, fuited with the defcription made by Virgil in the fecond book of his iEneid :

Lu£lus ubiq. pavor, et plurima mortis imago.

Some time after, the brother of this deceafed prince got together a great number of

people to revenge his brother's death ; and his firfl exploit was the taking of a great

part of the county of Chiovachianza belonging to Sogno. To recover which, the

count, at our being there, raifed a great army likewife, and marched directly towards

the chief city of his antagonift. At his arrival, he found all the inhabitants fled
;

whereupon the Sognefe foldiers fell immediately to rifling of the houfcs, and moreover
began to kill all the living creatures they met in their way, to fatisfy their hunger.

Amongfl; the refl they found a cock of a larger fize than orduiary, with a great ring of
iron about one of his legs, which occafioned one of the wifefl: among them to cry out,
" Surely this cock muft be bewitched, and is not at all proper for us to meddle
with." To which the refl: anfwered, " Be it what it will, we are refolved to cat it."

Tor this end they immediately killed, and tore it to pieces after the manner of the

Negroes, and afterwards put it into a pot to boil. AVhen it was enough, they took it

out into a platter, and two, according to the cuflom, having faid grace, five of them
fat down to it with great greedinefs. But before they had touched a bit, to their great

wonder and amazement, the boiled pieces of the cock, though fodden, and near dif-

folved, began to move about, and unite into the form they were in before, and being fo

united, the reflured cock immediately raifed himfelf up, and jumped out of the platter

upon the ground, where he walked about as well as when he was firfl taken. After-

wards he leaped upon an adjoining wall, where he became new-feathered all of a fud-

dcn, and then took his flight to a tree hard-by, where fixing himfelf, he, after three

claps of his wings, made a mofl: hideous noife, and then difappeared. Every one may
eafily imagine what a terrible fright the fpecSlators were in at this fight, who, leaping

with a thoufand Ave-Marias in their mouths from the place where this had hapj^encd,

were contented to obferve mofl of the particulars at a diftance. The caufe of their pre-

ftrvation they attributed to the grace that was faid before they fat down ; otherwife they

were of opinion that they fhould all have been either poflefTed or killed. 1 having re-

lated this Itory to Father Thomas da SeflioUa, one of our order, who had been fupcrior

of a milhon to Cong(f and Angola for above feven years, he told me, that whilfl; he
lived in Congo, he heard two pcrfons aver that the before-mentioned Simantamba had a

very large cock, from whofe manner and time of crowing he obferved with great fu-

]->crllition, whether his undertakings fhould be unlucky or profperous. But notwith-

ilanding the infallibility of his oracle, we find he was deceived when he made that lafl ex-

pedition wherein he loll his life. Whether this cock of his was the fame nientionetl

before
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before to have been reflored to life after a moft miraculous manner, I Ihall not take

upon me to determine.

The fame Father Thomas acquainted me how he and his companion had been abufed

in their miflion at Sogno, and fcut among the pagans into the kingdom of Angoij, which
was aher the following manner. A King of Congo being defirous of being crowned,

had recourfe to the Portuguefe of the kingdom of Angola for their aihftance, with

condition, that in cafe he fucceeded in his defign, he would give them the country of

Sogno, and two mines of gold to boot. This proffer being not unwelcome to the Por-

tuguefe, they immediately alfembled themielves to take poffeffion of it, to the end that

thereby they might be more fecure of having their bargain performed after they had
done their work. At the fame time, the King gathered great numbers of his fubjeds

together to join the Portuguele, adding moreover a certain company of Giaghi under

the C:ilangola (a chief among this barbarous people, that delight in feeding on man's

flefli) all which immediately fet forward towards Sogno. The count being f(>on ac-

quainted with thefe proceedings, raifed a prodigious army likewife, and therewith went

out to meet his bold invaders. But it fo happened, that by reafon the Sognefe army
were wholly unacquainted with the fire-arms and manner of the Portuguefe fighting,

they were foon difcomfited and routed, leaving the field, and an innumerable number
of prifoners, together with the dead body of their count, to the conquerors.

After this victory obtained, the aforefaid Calangola propofed to the Portuguefe cap-

tain to have all the prifoners killed, and given to his foldiers to eat, alleging, " that the

next day they fliould take as many more, and they would then not be able to keep both."

This propofal the captain, either through clemency or intereft, refufed to confent to,

telling the calangola, that his men, if they pleafed, might feed for the prefent on the

dead bodies, and in the mean-time he would confider of his requeft. Whilll this pafled,

the countefs-dowager, together with all the people, petitioned the faid captain, " that

he would proceed no farther with his hoflilities, and he (hould be fully fatisfied in what
he demanded." To which the captain anfwered, " That he was refolved to go on as

far as the fartheft Banza*, to teach the Sognefe people the bounds of their obedience

to Congo." Hereat the people being extremely enraged, one of the principal among
them being of the blood of the counts, ftood up, and told them, " That if they would
elect him for their count, he would foon rid them of their fears of the Portuguefe."

To this the alFrighted people immediately confonted, and, at the fime time, chofe him
for their fove:eign. Being thus chofen, he began to unite and fortify the diftrafted

minds of his fubjefts ; and to the end they might quickly be in a condition to take the

field, he gave them the following inftrudlons. Firll he ordered them to (have their

heads ("which cuftom continues even to this day among thefe people, whether male or

females). Next he commanded them to bind palm-leaves about their temples, to the

end that in the battle they might thereby be diflinguilhed from thofe Blacks that

accompanied the Portuguefe. He further advifed them not to be afraid either of the

noife or flafhings of guns, fince they were only as bugbears fit to fright children, and
not men of courage. He moreover cautioned them againfl minding thofe European
trifles which their enemies the Whites were accuftomed to throw among them, when
they had a m.ind to diforder and make them break their ranks t- He likewife ordered

them to flioot always at the men, and not the horfes, thefe laft being inconfiderable in

* Banza is a name given to tlie cities here.

f The Portuguefe, to put them into diforder, ufed to fcattcr knives, bits of coral and of cloth, about
which they ran out to pick, up, and fo were difperfed.

war.
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var, and nothing like to the nature of tigers, lions and elephants. He commanded
them moreover that if any among them turned his back, they fhould immediately ftrike

off his head ; and if more than one did the fame, the reft fhould ferve him the like

:

" For," fays he, " we are all refolved to die a glorious death, rather than live a mifer-

able life." Laftly, to the end that his followers might go on under him with the lefs

concern, he commanded them to kill all their domeflic animals ; and the better to

encourage them therein, was the firfl that fet them an example, by killing his own' in

their fight. This he did likewife to prevent the Portuguefe (in cafe they fhould have

the better of him) from having any thing to triumph over, and feafl: with in his domi-

nions ; and rather chofe to have his fubjecls feed on them, to hearten and flrengthen

them for battle, than to have his enemies fatten and regale on his fpoils. Now becaufe

his orders had been fo punctually obferved in this particular, the whole race of thefe

beads, efpecialiy of cows, has almoft been totally deftroyed ever fmce ; infomuch that

I myfelf have known a young maid fold here for a calf, and a woman for a cow. To
reinforce this his armv, the lalf thing this count did was to call in his neighbours to his

affiftance, together with whom and his own fubjedts having compofed a wonderous force,

he forthwith marched out into the field. His enemies, through too great a negligence

and contempt of his ]5ower, foon betrayed themfelves into his hands ; for marching on
without the leaft order, they gave opportunity to an ambufh that lay ready for them, to

break, and put them eafily to flight. The firft that fled were the Giaghi, being the

troops under their calangola, and the forces of the King of Congo followed foon after.

The flaves that had been taken in the battle before, finding here an opportunity to

efcape, run like madmen in amongfl: their friends, and having their arms unloofed by
them, prefently turned all their fury upon the remaining Portuguefe, who flill kept their

ground ; but at length being overpowered by numbers, they were forced to give back,

and were all killed in the purfuit, except fix who were taken prifoners, and brought

before the count; who demanded of them, " If they would choofe to die with their

companions, or furvive to be made flaves ?" To which they anfvvered, with an accuf-

tomed Spanifli refolution, " Never did Whites yet yield to be made flaves to Blacks,

neither would they." Which anfwer foon caufed their defl:ruclion ; for fcarce were the

words out of their mouths, but they were all killed upon the fpot. All the artillery and
baggage was taken by the Sognefe army ; the former of which, together with fome
pieces of cannon bought of the Hollanders, ferved to furnifli a fortrefs built v/ith earth

at the mouth of the river Zaire, which commands both the faid river and the fea.

Before they left Loanda, the Portuguefe army had delired of the commander of the

Armadilia (fo they called their fleet by reafon of the fmallnefs of it) " that as he failed

along the coafls of Sogno, wherever he faw great fires burning he fliould anchor."

Now after the obtained viftory, the Sognefe foldiers fpent all their nights in jollity and
merriment about fuch fires, as had been defcribed ; which the fliips immediately per-

ceiving, dropped their anchors haid-by and were preparing to land their force : while

difcovering from the fliore a Portuguefe flave that hailed them, they foon took him into

a boat, and found he had been fent by the count to the governor of Loanda with a leg

and an arm of a White ; together with this infulting meifage, " Go carry the news of

your defeat, together with this prefent, to the governor of Loanda your mailer." Thus
you may perceive the feamen, if they had landed, had been in the fame cafe with the

landmen, and inftead of imprifoniiig the Blacks in the fliackles they had carried along

with them for that purpofe, had been undoubtedly in the like condition themfelves, and

had been at leaft made flaves of, if they came off with their lives.

What
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What the Sognefe fay for themfelves in juftification of this quarrel, is as follows

:

They afk firft, " What right the King of Congo had to give away their country of Sog-

no to the Portuguefe, when it was none of his, but a fovereignty of itfelf ?" And next

they would know, " Why the Portuguefe, who were not unacquainted with that parti-

cular, fliould be fo unjuft as to be ready to accept of it, and that in an hoftile manner ?"

They alleged moreover, " That when the Hollanders fome years fince had got poflef-

fion of the kingdom of Angola, a great number of Portuguefe being routed thence, fled

to Sogno, where they w^ere courteoufly entertained by the count, who gave them the

illand of Horfes to live in ; and moreover furiiiflied them with all manner of provifions

gratis. Now they could not but much wonder that thofe people whom they had fo

hofpitably relieved, fliould have the ingratitude to endeavour to take their country away

from them." Thefe jars arifmg upon this occaficn, could not but be extremely preju-

dicial to the infant growth of Chriftianity in this country, infomuch that one of our order

who lived at Sogno died for mere grief thereof: and 1 myfelf met with feveral people

in Chitombi, the place where the battle was fought, who would come no more to con-

feflion upon that account.

Now to return to our flory : the count having received in the aforefaid battle about

thirteen wounds, in near the compafs of a month, died thereof; and a new one

being foon chofen in his fl:ead, he nourifiied in his heart fo great a hatred to the

Portuguefe, that he refolved for the future to have no more dealings neither with

them nor the Capuchins, whom he looked upon to belong to them. Whereupon

fending for fome Flemifli merchants that were jufh then upon their departure out of his

country for Flanders, he writ by them to the pope's nuncio there, to furnifli his domi-

nion with new priefts. The pious prelate upon the receipt of this letter, fent him two

Francifcans and one lay-brother, with fl:rift command to them, that if there were any

Capuchins in the country, they fliould fubmit to them as thtir fuperiors. Thefe three

religious perfons being arrived, were received with all the courtefy imaginable, and

afterwards conducted to our convent. The count perceiving that he had now got other

priefts, made ufe of feveral falfe pretexts to fend ours away ; and at Lift being not able

to prove any crimes againft them, he had recourfe to the moft barbarous and arbitrary

ufage that could be thought on, commanding that they fliould be dragged out of his

dominions for the fpace of two miles together. This was forthwith executed with the

greateft rigour, for the officers of this cruel mafler not only tore them along in their

own cords, with their faces grating downwards upon the fands, but likewife reviled them

all the way with unmerited reproaches and calumnies. All which notwithftanding thefe

pious fathers underwent with the greateft chearfulnefs, well remembering what greater

punifliments and indignities their Saviour had fuiTered for them before. So great

neverthelefs were the injuries ofiered to thefe fathers, that in no long time after one of

them died ; and the other, who was the aforefaid Father Thomas, hardly efcaped with

his life. Being thus mifufed, and withal unprovided of all neceflaries, they were at laft

left on the confines of the count's dominion, in a little uninhabited ifland of tlie river

Zaire. Here they made fliift to fupport themfelves for two or three days ; F. Thomas,

who was the leaft hurt of the two, going out to hunt for their fubfiftence : but at length

thev were unexpectedly delivered from hence by fome pagan iifliermen, who took them

on board them, and carried them to a city of their's called P)ombangoij in the kingdom

of Angoij. Here arriving at night, they were very courteoufly entertained by an infidel

of the place, who gave them a fupper, and moreover afligned them a houfe, and three

women to wait on them after the manner of that country. But our fathers not caring

S .
to
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to trufl: themfelves among thefe people, foon after they had fupped, fending away their

women, meditated an cfcape. For this purpofe Father Thomas, who was the belt able

to walk, took his lame companion upon his back, and marched out of the houfe ; but

he had not gone far, but he was forced, through wcaknefs, to fet down his burden
under a great fliady tree ; which as foon as day appeared, for fear of difcovery, thcv

made fhitt to get up into. Tiieir patron coming that morning to vifit his gueils, and
fmding them gone, much wondered ; and well knowing they could not be got far, by
reafon of the condition he left them hi, immediately went about to fearch after them.
Coming at Jail near the place where they were, and not having yet found them, a pagan
thought came into his head, that they might have been carried away by fomc fpirits,

and which he e.xpreflcd after this manner ;
" If the devil has carried them away, I fup-

pofe he did it that they might make me no recompence for my kindnefs." Our Fathers

hearing this, could not forbear laughing, even amidfl: their miferies and misfortunes, and
putting out their heads from the tree, cried out, " We are here, friend, never doubt
our gratitude, for we only went out of the houfe to refrefli ourfelves with the ravs of

the rifmg fun." Hereat the old man being exceedingly rejoiced, immediately took
them down, and putting them into two nets, fent them away to Capinda, a port of the

kingdom of Angoij, about two days journey from Bombangoij. Here, if I am not mif-

takon, the Father that had been mofl haraifed, died ; and Father Thomas embarking
himfelf not long after on board a vellel that lay there, departed for Loanda in the king-

dom of Angola. One of the two Francifcans that remained yet in Sogno, the other

having been gone for Angola fome time before, being extremely affronted at the ill

ufage of thefe two Capuchins, fignified to the count that he thought himlelf obliged in

charity to go in quefl of his banifhed brethren, and that either to fupport them if alive,

or bury them if dead. This requeft the count highly approved of, and confequently

gave him leave to go. Having hereby obtained his defire, he foon fet out for Capinda,

but never returned, thinking it rather advifeable to go on board the fame veilel with

Father Thomas for Loanda.

His companion, the lay-brother, not finding him to return, obtained leave likewife

to go on the fame errand, as well as under pretence of haftening his return ; bvit

being once out of fight, he alfo was no more to be feen. Our convent thus being
deprived of all its inhabitants, only one lay-brother remaining behind, whom the

count kejjt locked up for fear of lofing him ; the people rofe in great fury againll

their Prince, and that for depriving them of the miflion defigned for their good. No
prudence being capable of oppofing this mutiny, they at laTl went fo far that they

feized upon their count, and fent him l)ound to an ifland of his dominions in the Zaire

;

where, that he might not be ablblutely idle, they left him at liberty to command, and
afterwards chofe a new count. This Prince being but little fatisfied with his confine-

ment, did all that in him lay to get himfelf rcftored, intriguing incefiantly with the

neighbouring nations for that purpofe. But which coming timely to his fiibjeds' ears,

they once more feized upon him, and tying a huge weight to his neck, threw him
in a rage into the fea, with thefe words : " Over this river you made the poor Capu-
chins to pafs into banifliment, for no offence, and into the fame go you, barbarous and
inhuman monfter, for fo doing." Thus ended the life of a perlecutor of poor harm-
lefs men, who offended him only in that they were either really or elfe fufpeded to be
Portuguefe.

Whilft nutters went thus, Father Jofeph Maria, who lived then at Loanda, after

fome time came to Sogno, under pretence of carrying away the lay-brother before-

mentioned, with fome churth-utenfils belonging to the million, though in reality hs
\oL. xvr. ji II bufinds
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bufinefs was to found the minds of the Sognefe people. After his arrival at the mouth
of the river Zaire, called by the Portuguefe Pionta del Padron, before he would fet

foot a-fliore, he fent a meflenger to acquaint the count with his being there. As foon

as the people heard of it, they hurried away in great numbers to fee him, and

prefently acquainted him, " how they had difpatched the enemy of the Capuchins into

that river, and that for the future they would defend thofe holy men to the laft drop

of their blood." This promife they afterwards confirmed by an oath at the holy altar.

They alfo, at the fame time, earneftly entreated this Father, " that he would continue

among them, and depart no more for Loanda." To this requeft. Father Jofeph an-

fwered, " That his commiffion from his fuperior extended no farther than to bring

away Father Leonard, together with the church goods." In fhort, fo very urgent

were their entreaties, and fo powerful their reafons, that he was at length prevailed

upon to tarry with them ; and that efpecially at the return of the meflenger who
brought him the fame defires from the new count. All this gained fo far upon him,

that he not only confented to flay himfelf, but likewife, as a farther token of good-will,

and pardoning their late offence, procured alio the injured Father Thomas to return

once more among them ; and even from thence-forward our order has lived in that

country without the leaft moleftation.

This earldom is very large, even if you except Chiovachianza fpoken of before. In

it there were formerly about fix miiTioners, but there are now for the moft part but

one or two, when there is occafion for a much greater number. In the firfl miflion

my companion went on into thefe parts, above five hundred, as well men and women,
as children, were baptized by him in a day. I have alfo known here abundance of

mothers come five or fix days journey, with then- infants in their arms, to have them
chriftened, or elfe to confefs themfelves, paying the interpreter to-boot. How often

does it happen among Europeans, that many put oft the facrament of the blefled fupper

from time to time, with no fmall hazard to their fouls ? Whereas, in this country, there

is only a want of apoftolic labourers to make the people ftridl obfervers of the com-
mandments, and conftant in the faith.

To preferve as much as poflible this new-planted Chriflianity, it has been ordered,

that in every city, or place of any note, there fhould be one church at leaft, and at

my being here there were in all about eighteen throughout the count's dominions. To
every of thefe there is fent fome perfon that has been bred up in our convent, who,
three times a-week, is to fay over the Rofary to the people, and withal to teach every

Sunday. On all holidays, inftead of raafs the Litany is only fung, and the Chriftian

doftrine expounded ; and on the firft Sunday of every month there is a proceflion to

be of the Rofary. As often as any dedication-day of a church happens, the miffioner

takes care to be prefent himfelf if he can pofllbly, when great numbers appear, either

to baptize their children, to marry, or to receive the facrament.

Herein neverthelefs there did not want abufes, introduced for the moft part by
foreigners, rather than the natives, of whom there are many, who, through the grace

of God, live fuch good lives, that fometimes in their confellions there has fcarce been

matter for abfolution. The firft abufe was in matrimony, after the following manner :—
Thefe people were accuftomed to converfe with their wives fome time before they mar-

ried them, to try if they could like them ; and after the fame manner the wives were

to experience their huftaands.—The contrafts were made thus: A father and mother

feeing their fon arrived to an age fit for marriage, fend a prefent (which goes alfo for

a portion), according to their ability, to the father and mother of the perfon that he

fancies, requefting their daughter of them for a wife to their fon. Together with this

prefent



MEROLLA's voyage to CONGO. 235

prefent there is likewife fent an earthen pot full of palm-wine, called by the natives

Cietto a MelafFo. Before the intended wife's parents receive the prefent, they and

their company are to drink up the wine : firft, the father is to drink, then the mother

;

and after them it is handed about among the flanders-by : if this laft ceremony were
omitted, it would be accounted a confiderable affront. After all this is done, the

father is to return an anfwcr either one way or other : if he rejects the offer, he mufl
make his excufes ; but if he accept it, he only retains the portion. When the lafl

happens, the hufband, with his friends and relations, goes immediately, upon notice

that the prefent has been accepted, to his wife's father's houfe ; and having there re-

ceived her of her parents, condufts her to his own. The way of marrying infade
ccclefia: is not at all approved of by them, for they mull firfl be fatisfied whether their

wife will have children, of which they are very folicitous ; whether fhe will be diligent

in her daily labour ; and lafUy, whether fhe will prove obedient, before they will marry
her. If they find her faulty in any of thefe points, they immediately fend her back
again to her parents. When the fault proceeds from the wife's fide, the hufband mufl
have the prefent he made her reflored ; but when it happens on his part, he can
recover nothing. Though the woman, through any defeft, either in perfon or be-

haviour, be returned, yet is fhe not neverthelefs looked upon as the worfe for it, but
foon after generally undergoes another trial. Being obliged by us to marry, when
once they are become fo, they will live fo chriflian-like and lovingly together, that the

wife would fooner fuffer herfelf to be cut to pieces, than confent to defile her hufband'';

bed. If it at any time happen otherwife, which I am confident rarely does, the adul-

terer is obliged to give the value of a flave to the hufband of the adultrefs, and fhe is

to go forthwith and beg her hufband's pardon for the wrong flie has done him ; other-

wife if he comes to know of her crime, he may eafily obtain a divorce. Such as are

found to cohabit together, without being lawfully married, are fined fo much of the

country money as amounts to the value of nine of our crowns.

It mufl be obfervedj that the father of the bride, when he receives the prefent for

her, though it be never fo little, mufl not complain, for that would be no better than

felling his daughter. Wherefore, to prevent luch a crime, all men are taxed by the

public in thofe matters how much they fhall give, and which is always rated according

to their qualities and conditions.

All that the bride's parents receive upon this account, they look upon as due to them
for maintaining their daughter to the time of her marriage ; fo that you may perceive

he is to be efleemed the richefl perfon here who has molt daughters.

A notable abufe is this other, though pradif'ed by the meaner fort of people, and
that but feldom. When a man happens to draw near his end, who has taken a woman
for his wife, but whom he had not yet married, to lave returning the portion, he leaves

the concubine to Ibmc kinfman. To prevent the which, we have ordered, that he who
receives a woman in that nature fhall be baftinadoed. One of thefe Negroes that had
taken his coufin to wife, was once brought before me. This perfon was of the better

fort ; but I thought the greater his quality was, the greater would be the Icandal if I

fhould let him go unpuniflied ; and therefore having firfl uied admonitions to him,

and finding them fruitlefs, I proceeded to menaces; but all the eflcd they had was,

that inftead of quitting her, he made a new prefent to her father, and thereby infiiiuated

that he had lultilied tlic law. Hereupon I caufed him to be again apnr'»liended, toge.

ther with his fpoufe ; and having made a fliort fermon to them both, and the refl of
the people, to fh<fw the heinoufnefs of this crime, upon their further obilinacy, I de-

livered them up to the people to be dealt with as they thought fit ; who, taking them
H II 2 into
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into their cuflotly, before they parted with them, feverely fcoiu'ged them both, antf

mcreover deprived the man of a certain office he held, which brought him in great

profit.

I faid before, that women would have experience of their hufbands before they

married them, in like manner as the men were to have of them ; and in this particular

I can aver, that they are commonly much more obftinate or iickle than men, for I have

known many of thefe lafl, that were willing to be married, and the women always

hung back, and either fled away or made excui'es.

Amongfl: the many cafes of this nature diat happened to me in my miflion, I fiiall

relate only one more. Being called to confeis a fick woman that had a daughter who
lived v/ith a man upon trial ; before I confefled her, I told Iier " That I could not

make her partaker of the benefit of abfolution, unlcfs flie withdrew her daughter from

the ftate of fin {he lived in, and obliged her to marry :" to which the fick woman readily

anfwered, " Father, I will never confent that my daughter fliall have occafion from me
to curfe me after I am dead, for obliging her to marry where flie does not fancy." Then
I replied, " What, do you ftand more in awe of a temporal than an eternal curie ?" And
at the fame time calling the daughter to me, I demanded of her, " If flie would be willing

that her mother fhould go to hell upon her account ?" The wretch hearing this, began

immediately to tremble and weep, and calling her feigned hufband to her, fwore before

me, that Ihe would be fure to marry him the firfl: holiday that came ; and accordingly

4ie did ; for foon after going a fifliing with her hufi>and, they happened to have good

luck, and therewith they folemiuzed their nuptials. Hereupon I prefently confefled

the fick mother, and fhe not long after died in peace. Notwithftanding this, fome ob-

ftinate mothers have rather chofen to die unconfefled, than to concern themfelves with

the marriage of their daughters.

The economy obferved between hufband and wife is as follows :—The man is obliged

to procure a habitation, to clothe his wife according to her condition, to prune the trees,

to grub up roots from the fields where there is occafion, and alfo to carry home the

palm-wine to their houfe as often as it rifes. The woman on her part is to find meat

for her hufband and children, and therefore only they have the care of marketing.

As foon as rain comes, flie goes into the fields, and works till noon, at which time Ihe

is to return home to get her hufband's dinner. Being got ready, flie fets it down be-

fore him, who fits only at table, and who, after he has fatisfied himfelf, gives the reft

to her, and ihe forthv^-ith divides it between herfelf and children. I fhould have told

vou alio, that the wives here wait on their hufbands at table.

Another abufe is, that when the women are with child, they clothe themfelves from

the loins to the knees, after the country-fafhion, with a fort of rind taken off a tree,

which is like a coarfe cloth, and fo neatly interwove, that it rather feems the work of

the loom, than the produft of the earth. This tree is called Mirrone, the wood whereof

is very hard, the leaves like thofe of the orange-tree, and every bough fends down
abundance of roots to the ground. It is generally planted near tiie houfes, as if it were

the tutelar god of the dwelling, t!ie Gentiles adoring it as one of their idols ; and in

fome places they leave calabaflies full of wine of the palm-tree at the foot of them, for

theni to drink when they are thirfty ; nor do they dare tread upon its leaves, any more

than we would on the holy crofs. But if they perceive any branch broke, they no

longer worfliip it, but prefently take oft' the bark, or rind, whereof the women with

child make thofe garments, receiving them at the hands of the wizards, who tell them

they eafe the burden of the great belly, and caufe them to be eafily delivered. It is

not to be imagined how careful the women are of this tree, believing it delivers them
from
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from all the dangers that attend child-bearing. Neverthelefs, underflanding there was

one in the liberty of our mllHon, I went, well attended, and cut it down. The woman
it belonged to afkcd why it was cut down ; I told her I wanted it to cut into planks

;

and fhe went into her houfe without fpeaking one word more.

The fourth abufe is, that whilll their children are young, thefe people bind thena

about with certain fuperftitious cords made by the v/izards ; who likewife teach them to

utter a kind of fpell while they are binding them. They alfo at the fame time hang
about them bones and teeth of divers animals, being prefervatives, as they fay, againit

I he power of any difeafe. Likewife there are forae mothers fo foolifli, that they will

hang Agnus-Deis, medals, and relicks to the aforefaid cords. When thefe women bring

their children to be chrifttned, if we find any of thefe cords about them, we prefently

order them to be Hopped in their proceedings, and inltead thereof to receive feverat

fcourgcs on their knees, till fuch time as they recant their error. I will relate only one
of the feveral cafes of th;.^ nature that happened to me. A woman came to nie to have
her fon baptized, and who at the fame time had the magic cord about his wafle : I im-

mediately ordered the mother to be whipped ; but fcarce had flie received one ftroke

before fhe fell down on her knees, and in great conflernation direfted herfelf to me after

this manner :
" Father, pardon me, I befeech you, for the love of God, becaufe that

my child, having had four of thefe cords on, I took off three while we were upon the

road, and the fourth I dtfigned to take away as fuon as I had opportunity, but forgot

it." This caufed great laughter in the flanders-by, but in me it raifed an effect of pity

of the fimplicity of the woman, infomuch that giving her only a fmart reproof, 1 lent

her away unpunifhed.

The fifth is, that being to wean any one of their children, the father and mother
together lay him on the ground ; and whilfl: they do that, which niodefLy will not per-

mit me to name, the father lifts him by the arm, and io holds him for fome time hang^

ing in the air, falfely believing that by thofe means he will become more flrong and
robufl:. This ceremony they call the lifting of a child, and is in my opinion the inofl

impudent and fuperftitious that could be imagined. Thefe people moreover keep their

young children always naked upon the ground, to the end they may thereby grow
hardy and active ; and fcarce are they able to walk alone, but they tie a bell about them,

to give notice where they are to be found when they have ftrayed.

A fixth abufe is, that the mothers are accuflomcd to prefent their infants to the

wizards as foon as born, that they may foretel what good or evil fortune is likely to

heh\ them : for this purpofe the falfe prophet takes the child in his arms, and turning

and winding it about, makes his pretended obfervations upon the mufcles and other parts

of its body, and afterwards tells the parents what he thinks fit. The fame obfervations

are made upon fick pcrfons, to know what has been the occafion of their difeafes : if

they happen to guefs wrong, and the patient comes to die, they never want for excufes

to clear themfclves.

Seventhly, it is a cuffom tliat either the parents or the wizards give certain rules to be
inviolably obferved by the young people, and which they call Chegilla : thefe are to ab-

ffain from eating cither fome forts of poultry, the llcfh of fbme kinds of wild beafls,

fuch and fuch fruits, roots either raw or boiled after this or another manner, with feve-

ral other ridiculous injunttions of the like nature, too many to be enumerated here.

You would wonder with what religious oblervance thefe commands are obeyed. I'hefe

young people would fooner chufc io faff feveral days together, than to tafte the Icaft bit

of what has been forbidden them ; and if it fometlmes happen that the Chegilla has

been negledcd to have been given them by their parents, they tiiink they fliall prefently

die
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die unlefs they go immediately to receive it from the wizards. A certain young negro

being upon a journey, lodged in a friend's houfe by the way : his friend, before he

went; out the next morning, had got a wild hen ready for his breakfaft, they being

much better than the tame ones. The Negro hereupon demanded, " If it were a wild

hen ?" His hod anfwered, " No :" then he fell on heartily, and afterwards proceeded

on his journey. About four years after thefe two met together again, and the afore-

faid Negro being not yet married, his old friend alked him, " If he would eat a wild

hen ?" To which he anfwered, " That he had received the Chegilla, and therefore

could not." Hereat the hoft began immediately to laugh, enquiring of him, " What
made him refufe it now, when he had eaten one at his table about four years ago ?"

At the hearing of this the Negro immediately fell a trembling, and fufi'ered himfelf to

be fo far pofleffed with the effeds of imagination, that he died in lefs than twenty-four

hours after.

Eighthly ; the maids have a cuftom, that in what place foever they firfl have their

courfes come upon them, they muft continue, though without doors, till one of their

kindred comes to carry them into the houfe ; then they have two maids and a feparate

apartment afligned them, where they muft keep locked up for two or three months to-

gether, and obferve certain fuperftidous ceremonies, fuch as, not to fpeak to any man,
to wafh fo many times a day, to anoint themfelves with Taculla, which is the duft of a

red wood tempered with water, and the like. If they ftiould not do this, they are of

opinion that they ftiould never be fit for procreation, though experience ftiews them the

contrary. This fuperftition is by them called the Calket of Water or Fire.

On the feaft of the Purification of the Virgin Mary, I had a mind to preach a fermon

againft thefe practices ; and the better to move the people, I had before placed the

image, in relievo, of this blefled faint, covered, on the altar, with a dagger ftruck

through her breaft, and which the blood followed : this done, I began to difcourfe

againft thofe women that obferved the hellifti delufions before-mentioned, proving that

they thereby not only offended their loving Saviour, but likewife did great injury to his

immaculate mother. At the fame inftant I drew afide the curtain and difcovered the

image, which the people perceiving fo wounded and bloody, began immediately to re-

lent, and broke out into the extremeft grief Among the many prefent, there was one

father of a family that had a daughter then ftiut up upon the foregoing account ; who
returning home in a great paflion, fell upon both wife and daughter, and banged them
to that degree, that they were glad to come immediately to our church to be confefled.

The ninth and laft abufe is, that all the fields of this country being without fences,

their owners, to preferve their corn, plant about them feveral rows of ftakes, which
being bound round with bundles of herbs by the wizards, they tell you will kill any
fuch as ftiall offer either to rob or do them damage.
To remedy as much as pcflible all thefe diforders, which for the moft part are

pradifed either by women or men of no confideration, we have thought proper to

iflue forth the following ordinances :

Firft, That all the Manis or governors either of provinces or cities, who are not law-

fully married, fliall be forthwith deprived of their governments, to the end that they

may not by their ill examples withhold the common pec pie from their duty. To get

this the better obferved, we drew on our fide all the principal courtieis, whom we per-

fuaded to marry their wives without defiriiig to have any foregoing experience of them.

This pious endeavour of ours, through the grace of God, fucceeded fo well, that all

that embraced it were efteemed ; and fuch as oppofed it either dcfpifed or puniftied.

Secondly,



MRROLLa's voyage to CONGO. 210

Secondly, That all the women which were great with child fhould be confefled, and
communicate nftener than they were wont to do, and efpecially fuch as were near
their time ; both whom we likewife enjoined to wear religious relicks inftead of the
wizards' mats.

Thirdly, That all mothers (hould make the cords they bound their infants with of
palm-leaves that had been confecrated on Palm Sunday, and moreover guard them well
with other fuch relicks as we are accuftomed to make ufe of at the time of baptifm.

Fourthly, That all fathers and mothers fhould at certain times offer up their children
to God, and that in the church before fome image of Our Saviour.

P'ifthly, That all mothers after the birth of their firfl born fhould carry it to the
church, and perform the ceremony, which is called entering into the holy place; and
if it be fick, we ordered its mother to recommend it to the Lord, together with fome
fort of vow.

Sixthly, That the parents fhould enjoin their children to obferve fome particular

devotion, fuch as to repeat, fo many times a day, the Rofary or the Crown in honour
of the Blelfed Virgin, to fad on Saturdays, to eat no flcfli on Wednefdays, and fuch
things ufed among Chriflians.

Seventhly, Thofe women that fhould be found fhut up for the future on account of
their conception were to be fcourged, and which was forthwith executed by order from
the count : but if through necefTity they were obliged to keep up, then they were en-
joined only to repeat the Rofu-y on common days, and to hear mafs on all feaft-

days.

Eightly and laftly, Whipping was likewife impofed on all fuch as fhould rob, or
otherwife do damage in any field ; and that inftead of the magic guard their owners
had planted to preferve their corn, and to render it fertile, they fliould make ufe of
confecrated palm-branches, and here and there fet the fign of the crofs. And further

to the end that all thefe prefervatives fhould be left ftanding at the time of reaping the
corn, we fent always a good company of our fcholars at that feafon with a ftandard, to

run over the fields, and fee that all was in order •, and alfo to back their authority, we
procured feveral of the count's fons and relations to accompany them, who might war-
rant the pulling down any fpells or inchaniments which they fhould meet with in their

way.

Being thus got into the fpacious fields of Sogno, let us take a view by-the-bye of
the fituations, poffeffions, habitations, and manner of living, and clothing of thofe

Ethiopians. The earldom of Sogno is abfolute, except only its being tributary to the

kingdom of Congo. It is a peninfula, bordering on tlie eaft upon Bamba, a duchy
belonging to Congo, and divided from it by the river Ambrife : on the weft and fouth

it has the ocean, and on the north it is bounded by the river Zaire, which divides the

Chriflians from the Pagans of the kingdom of Angoii, and is feated in tlie torrid zone,

being only fix degrees diftant from the equinoftial line. It has feveral iflands in the

Zaire, which are all inhabited by Chriftians. The eleftion of the count is performed

by nine eleftors, who for the moft part chufe a new one before the old one deceafed is

buried. During the interim of the fedc vacante (vacancy of the throne) a child go-
verns, who is obeyed by all as it he were their real prince. As foon as the election is

made, we mifTioners are acquainted with it by order, to the end that if we approve of
it, we may publifh it in the church, otherwife the eleffion goes for nothing.

The count being dead, the countefs-dowager (like the Queen-dowager of Congo)
returns with her children to her firft habitation, where file is to exercife no dominion,

but becomes a private woman, only retaining a privilege to take place next to the

I o countefs-
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Gountefs-regent. Sometimes It happens that there are three or four of the countefs-

dovvagers living at a time, and that becaufe the women in this country are much longer

lived than the men, as alfo that it is lawful for nobody to marry thefe counteifes ex-

cept the fucceflbr only.

Their duty is to obferve continence ftrldly in their widowed (late ; for If any of

ihent fliould be proved guilty of unchaftity, they mult either undergo death by fire or

the fvvord. If either the fon, or any other perfon of the blood has a mind to fucceed

his relation even in the life-time of the dying prince, there commonly arife great

troubles to the flate ; for they generally by factions get poffeflion of the throne, and

exclude the eleftors from doing their duty. It is therefore that the death of all counts,

is always concealed as much as polilble, infomuch that fometimes the bleffed facrament

has been forborn to be given them, for fear of difcovering the occafion by the prieds

going to court.

It once happened that I was called to court to comfort the Indifpofed count, but the

meifenger it feems had a particular order to conduft me by the moft unfrequented road.

I went, and being come into the count's prefence, after having received me with all the

civility imaginable, he demanded of the courtier what people he had met by the way

:

he anfwered, only three or four, and named them. After which, without any reply

to him, he addrcffed himfelf to me, and difcourfed of many things relating to my
mifTion. I knew fuch difcourfe could not be the caufe of his fending for me, and

therefore after fome timfc intreated His Highnefs to difcover to me the occafion of it

:

he anfwered, " The occafion of my fending for you. Father, was only to fee you,

and to delight myfelf with your converfation." But as I was afterwards informed by

a perfon about him, his reafon was to have fome remedy fiom me for his Indifpofition

;

vet although I had been above an hour with him, he had not the courage to open his

mind to me, fearing left even I fliould difcover his illnefs to be greater than It really

was, and therefore the better to keep me in ignorance, he immediately caufed himfelf

to be lifted out of the bed. My companion foon after returning from his million in the

neighbouring parts, found feveral dead bodies in the road, which we difcovering to the

count, fearing it vvas by his order they had been murdered, he frankly owned that

they had been facrificed to the Intereft of the ftate. We told him our fenfe of fuch

practices, and withal enjoined him a fevere penance for the facl:.

The fons of jthe deceafed count remain likewife no more than private gentlemen

after his death ; and If their father in his life-time has a mind to buy them any eftates,

he muft publifli throughout his 'whole dominions, that he haa done it with his own
money, legally arifing from his own rents, otherwlfe his children would run a rifk to

be deprived of their poffeflions, as, for want of fuch a proclamation, it has often

happened they have been. The counts have another way to leave livtlihoods to their

children or friends, and that is by grubbing up woods belonging to his crown, and

thereby reducing them to arable lands, which he is at liberty to grant as he thinks

fit. This way we have likev\ife made ufe of to fubfift any ilave baptiz'>d into our

church, and for whom we have begged fome of this land for him to cultivate to his

own profit.

The count's dominions are very large, and in which are many cities called Banza,

one of the principal of which is Chiova, but the greatelt of all is the Banza of Sogno,

where the count refides. This Banza is always governed by one of the count's near

relations or friends, and who has only the name of governor, the rell having only the

title of Muni. There are likewife feveral territories and towns fubjed to thefe cities,

fvhich are termed by the natives Libattas.

Every
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Every governor or Mani on the feaft-day of St. James is obliged to appear with all

his people at the Banza of Sogno, to affift at the firft mafs faid there. If any one be

any ways hindered from coming, he muft fend a deputy in his room, which if he

neglects to do, he will both lofe his employment, and pay a fine befides.

On the fame day every one is to pay allegiance to the Prince after the following

manner:— In the great market-place near our convent a throne is ere£bed for the count,

who in the prefence of all the people comes to receive benediction from the miffioner,

who attends for that purpofe in the church-porch : he afterwards cxercifes two feats of

arms. In the firft, after the cuftom of the country, having on his head a crown of

flowing feathers, he makes ufe of a bow and arrows : in the other, being adorned with

a hat with plumes of feathers on it, a chain and crofs of gold about his neck, to which
is fixed a long rope of coral which hangs down to his knees, together with a fhort

fcarlet cloak, all embroidered, on his fhoulders, with two open places to put out his

arms on each fide, and feveral other fine things, he exercifes with the fuzee. In both

thefe he is at the fame time imitated by the people, who herein ufe the fame geflures

Hud motions they would do in cafe they were either to attack or defend themfelves

againll their enemy. As foon as the count has ended his exercife he goes to fit upon
his throne, which is prepared for him under a great tree that ftands on the fouth-fide

of the market-place before-mentioned. After him the captain-general, having received

the like benediction with his mafter, performs the fame thing that he had done before

him, and wherein he is alfo followed by all the people, with divers ways of attacking,

retreating, and other ftratagems of war, called by the nations Safchelari. As foon as

he has done, he places himfelf on a high feat covered with leather, built up for him on
the eafl-fide of our church : this he does, that he may both the better be feen, and
obferve the military exercifes performed fucceflively by the ele£tors and the Mani, each
being as a captain at the head of his company, and who every one carry a fpecimen of
that which they are obliged to offer every year to the count for the fubfiftence of him-
felf and court. For example ; if they are to give fifli, they carry a couple of fifh tied

together on the head of a fpear : if oil, then they fliew the palm-fruit that produces
it : if flefh, they carry a horn of fome beaft ; and fometimes I have feen a man wrapped
about in a cow's (kin to demonftrate that duty. At the fame time the Manis difpofe of
the Syndiclhip to him that is molt worthy, and remove fuch as have ill executed their

offices from their employments. The great number of people met together from all

parts to aflift: at this ceremony, occafions us alfo a great deal to do during the fpace of
fifteen days : for fome apply themfelves to us to be married, others to confefs them-
felves, and fome to baptize their infants. I think of thefe laft, for my fliare, I bap-
tized about two hundred and feventy-two in one day. All the aforefaid ceremonies
being at an end, the people return home each to their own country, but not without
craving a blefling from father-miflioner.

This ceremony is begun on St. James's day, by reafon that apofile is looked upon
as the patron and protettor of all thefe parts, and that for having given a famous
vidory to the King of Congo againfl; the idolaters on his day. The manner according

to the common report was this:—
Giovi, the firft Chriftian King of Congo, being dead, Don Alphonfo his fon, no

lefs heir to his virtuous aQions than crown, fucceeded him. Panfanguitima his brother
thinking his title not good, becaufe he had changed his religion for the Chriftian ftith,

in a fhort time rebelled, and having no better warrant than his fword, moved againfl

him with a numerous army of idolaters. Don Alphonfo, not a little iurprifed at this

attempt, marched out to meet him with a fmall number, trufting to the merits of his

voi. XVI. I I caufe
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caufe, and the alliflance of our Saviour : they Ibon came to a battle, and ihough tiie

idolaters were very numerous, yet were they immediately routed, and Panfanguitima

himfelf wounded. After the battle this prince fled to a certain retired place in the

mountains, where being met with by feme Blacks that were Chriilians, ihey feized

upon and took him prifoner, and afterwards brought him bound 'jefore the King his

brotlaer : the King feeing him in that condition, embraced him with all the bowels of

a loving brother, and being extremely concerned to find him fo defperately wounded

both in foul and body, made it his utmoft endeavours to get him healed of both. But

no Chriftian charity was able to prevail upon the ftubborn and obftinate Pagan Panfan-

ouitima, who giving himfelf up altogether to defpair, would fuifer neither remedy nor

comfort, and fo in a fliort time died. It did not fo happen to his lieutenant-general,

for he having heard the dreadful fentence of death pronounced againfl: him in cafe he

did not turn Chriftian, chofe rather to be baptized than to die a martyr to his former

opinion. Hereupon the King immediately caufed his bonds to be loofed, and fet him

free, only enjoining him this penance, " That for a certain time he fliould be obliged

to brino- water for all fuch as were to be baptized." Now upon report that St.James

was vifibly feen affifting at this battle, he has ever fince been received for the patron of

Congo and Angola, and fome other neighbouring nations.

The office of the Mani is to receive the King's revenue, and to employ hufbandmen

to manure the crown-lands when the rains have rendered them fit to till. At the time

of reaping, thefe officers referve a certain part of the corn for themfelves, being their

due, and a perquifite annexed to their employ. As for the adminifl ration of juflice,

whether civil or criminal, it all belongs to them, except in fome particular cafes, re-

ferved to be determined either by the Prince or his delegates. The parties in law

having joined ilTue to come to a trial, the plaintiff firft urges his reafons on his knees

before the judge, who fits on a carpet with a little ftaff of authority in his hand, and

under the canopy of a fliady tree, fuch as are wont to grow in the great men's court-

yards here. Sometimes the judge hears caufes in a great flraw-hut built for that pur-

pofe. "When he has gravely given ear to all the proofs the plaintifl' can bring, he

proceeds in like manner to hear the defendant : after which he calls for the witneffes,

and if they do not attend, the caufe mufl be put oflf to another day : if the witneffes

appear and give their teftimony, the judge after having ferioufly weighed and confidered

the proofs and allegations of both parties, proceeds to pronounce fentence according

to the didtates of nature and reafon, and not through any knowledge of any kind of

laws. He that has judgment pronounced in his favour, after having paid fo much to

the judge's box, extends himfelf all along with his face to the ground, being a poflure

whereby to demonflrate his gratitude. When all is over, and the plaintitF about to

return home, his friends and relations begin to fet up their throats, repeating all the

way to his houfe the conqueror's caufe, and the judgment pronounced in his favour.

Being got home, he is obliged to treat thofe that had accompanied him, and fometimes

fcarce a night and a day are fufficient to bound their merriment : if the cafe be confi-

derable, they commonly feafl for three or four nights together with no fmall charge

to him that invites. All this while the unfortunate perfon having had the caufe gone

againfl him, remains filent and quiet, returning to his habitation without the leafl

murmur or ill-will.

There are other forts of feafts which are wont to be kept by the Blacks, fuch as

upon the birth-days of their patrons, their afTumption to any dignity, or the like : it is

then that every one endearours to make his lord a prefent fiiitable to his capacity, and

moreover afTifls at the common folemnity befides.

Having
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Having thus given a fhort fketch of fome feafts in ufe among tliefe new Chriilians,

I will likcwife take a little notice of one of the Pagans of thefe parts, and that efpe-

cially upon the birth-day of the Caffangi, the inofl potent emperor of the Giaghi, with

fome other particulars relating to his dominions. What I am about to tell you
was communicated to me by Father John Baptill de Salefano, a friar of our order,

who accidentally happened to be in this country on the day this feaft was folemnized.

The dominions of Caflangi are very confiderable, not fo much for their bordering
upon the kingdom of Matamba, as becaufe of their continued enmity with the Queen
of Singa, a friend to the Portuguefe. This queen has formerly been very ferviceable

to the Whites, but now they generally make ufe of the affiflance of another prince of
the Giaghi, called Calangola, as has been obferved before. But to fpeak of the feaft

made by the Caflangi : his fubjeds being fummoned together, appear in a vaft body in

fome fpacious plain. After they are thus met, they gather themfelves into a ring, leaving

a large void in the middle, wfiere there are feveral trees : on the top of one of which
they ered a fort of fcaftbld capable tg contain the Caflangi, with the chiefeft of his

lords : afterwards, at a convenient diftance, they chain down to the trunk of a tree

one of the fiercefl lions they can meet with. When all this is done, and the emperor
with his court placed as aforefaid, the people begin to fet up a huge noife, which,
joined with the untunable difcord of a great number of odd mufical inftruments, com-
pofes a hellifli harmony. After this a fudden fign is given for all to be hufli and
filent, and then the lion is immediately loofed, though with the lofs of his tail, which is

at the fame time whipped off to make him the more furious. At his firft loofing he
commonly ftares about, and feeing himfelf at liberty, though not altogether free, by
reafon of the multitudes that furround him, he immediately fets up a hideous roar,

and afterwards, being greedy of revenge, ruflies upon fome part or other of the com-
pany, where tearing one, and rending another, he makes a fearful havock among
them : all this while the people run round him unarmed, being refolved either to kill

him with their bare hands, or to perifli. At laft the wild beaft, having been the death
of a great number of his aflfailants, is neverthelefs forced to yield to the prefling crouds
that gather on all fides about him ; wlien the lion is killed, they all greedily devour
the dead bodies ; after which their mufic begins again, and fo they return finging and
dancing, and crying aloud, " Long live our Caflfangi, Long live our Caffaagi," to their

emperor's palace, where being afterwards treated by him, they at length return with
great joy to their owti homes.

Now let us leave the Giaghi, and return to fpeak farther of Songo. To maintain
this country in its due obedience to th;.- Chriftian faith, no fmall number of priefts is

neceflary. In former times there have been a father-fuperior, and fix miflioners all

at once. In my time there was only I and one companion : the means we made ufe

of to make thefe people live well has been hinted at before ; what remains is to inform
you, that as foon as any miflioner is arrived in any city, the Mani, or governor thereof,

at night, when all the inhabitants are retired to their houfes, publiflies a proclamation
to acquaint the people, " That a miflioner is come thither, and that they muft all

appear before him to have their fpiritual neceflities relieved, and continue fo long with

him as fuch a bufinefs will require." If the Mani himfelf appear negligent in this, or
occafion any manner of difturbance, he will receive a deferved punifhment, for we make
it our bufinefs to get fuch a perfon removed from his employment, even within his

year.

At my firft going out on my miflion, I found, near a city called Tubii, a place where
the wizards pradifed their forccries. No doubt Providence direfted me to difcover

I I 3 this
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this hellifh trade, for whllft I was walking along, I favv a large white bird flying before

me, fuch as I had never feen before in thefe parts ; my curiofity led me to have a nearer

view of it, and in order thereto I followed it into a thick and fliady grove fomewhat

dark, at the end whereof I obferved a large heap of earth in form like a tomb, with a

great number of arches and calabafties at the top, and at both ends. Being pretty well

aflured what this was, I prefently fent for the Mani, who came trembling to me, and

protefted he knew nothing of the matter ; I commanded him to inform himfelf then,

and to get me the wizard fpeeedily feized : he faid he would, but I not caring to truft

his diligence, returned the next night to the fame place, expeding to have found the

wizard there ; but he it feems having been acquainted with my proceedings, took care

to dilappoint me by running away, as they all do as foon as they hear we make any

fearch after them. Then I ordered the Mani, that within ten days time he fhould grub

up and level all that place, which he neverthelefs difobeyed me in ; whereupon I caufed

him to be fummoncd before the count in our convent, where after a fevere reprimand I

commanded him to difcipline (fcourge) himfelf in the middle of our church during the

whole time that I was celebrating of mafs, adding withal feveral other punifliments in

cafe he did not level the faid grove at his return home.

The churches for the mofl part are built here with boards, and ours, as exceeding

the reft, was capable of holding five hundred perlons. In the Banza of Sogno there

were five other churches, in one of which the counts were always buried, and another

was the chapel-royal. The houfes are generally thatched, and the four fides of them

are fenced with palm-branche.s, or leaves interwoven not contemptibly with each other

:

the floors are of loam well beat and hardened, and the roofs and ceilings made of thofe

ruflies we are ufed to bottom chairs withal. The lord's houfe is of a quadrangular form

likewife, and built with boards, but the front is always painted with a fort of colour that

ilTues out of the planed wood : the like any of the gentry may have, if they can obtain

leave from their lords. Within, thefe houfes are hung with a fort of ofier mats varioufly

coloured, but we Capuchins are wont to have ours done with ruflies, as more warm in

winter.

The count's habit differs according to the feveral feafts, and fometimes on other occa-

fions : his ordinary wear is a veft of ff raw-cloth girt clofe about him, but of fuch work-

manfhip as may be only worn by him, or by thofe that he thinks fit to honour with that

privilege. This veft hangs down to the ground, as does likewife a long bays cloak he

wears over it on his bare back. On feaft days he changefi this cloak for a fhort fcarlet

one fringed all round with the fame cloth pinked. On the moff folemn days he puts

on a fhirt of the fineft linen, as likewife yellow or crimfon filk ftockings, and a cloak of

flowered filk, which bears the name of the fpring. When he comes to communicate

with us at the altar, he has a cloak all white, and which trails along upon the pavement

as he walks. When the count comes to church, which is at leaft three times a week,

he has a velvet chair and cufhion carried before him, being brought himfelf in a net on
the flioulders of two men, each with a commander's Itaif in his hand, one all filver, and
the other only of ebony tipped : the hat the count then wears is covered firfl with taf-

fety, and next with a fort of very fine feathers : oh his head he generally w ears likewife

a little filk ftitched cap, which can be worn only by him and fome few others. Before

him marches one mufician above the reft, who has feveral little round bells fixed to an
iron two fpans long, wherewith he gingles, and chants to it the glory and grandeur of

his lord : befides this there are feveral other forts of mufical iuffruments made ufe of

at feftivals, the principal whereof are thofe which in the country-language have the name
of Embuchi, which I mention firft becaufe they belong only to kings, princes, and others

10 of
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of the blood royal. Thefe are a fort of trumpets made of the finefl ivory, being hol-

lowed throughout in divers pieces, and are in all about as long as a man's arm ; the

lower mouth is iufficient to receive one hand, which by contrafting and dilating of the

fingers forms the found ; there being no other holes in the body as in our flutes or

hautboys. A concert of thefe is generally fix or four to one pipe. The Longa (which

is made of two iron bells joined by a puece of wire archwife) is founded by Itriking it

with a little ftick : both thefe are carried alfo before princes, and that efpecially when
they publifh their pleafure to the people, being ufed as the trumpet is with us. The
inftrument moft in requefl ufed by the Abundi, beiiig the people of the kingdom of

Angola, Matainba, and otiiers, is the Marimba ; it coiififls of fixteen calabalhes orderly

placed along the middle between two fide-boards joined ti^gether, or a long frame,

hanging about a man's neck with a thong. Over the mouths of the calabaflies there

are thin founding flips of red wood called Tanilla, a little above a fpan long, which
being beaten with two little flicks, returns a found from the calabafhes ot feveral fizes

not unlike an organ. To make a concert, four other inftruments are played upon by as

many muficians, and if they will have fix they add the Caffuto, which is a hollow piece

of wood of a lofty tone about a yard long, covered with a board cut like a ladder, or

with crofs flits at fmall diftances: and running a ftick along, it makes a found within,

which pafles for a tenor : the bafe to this concert is the Quilando, made of a very large

calabafh, two fpans and a half or three in length, very large at one end, and ending

fharp olf at the other, like a taper bottle, and is beaten to anfwer the Cafluto, having

cuts all along like it. This harmony is grateful at a diftance, but harfli and ungrateful

near at hand, the beating of fo many fticks caufing a great confufinn.

Another inftrument of this concert is that which the natives call Nfambi, and which
is like a little guittar, but without a head, inftead whereof there are five little bows of

iron, which, when the inftrument is to be tuned, are to be let more or lefs into the body
of it. The ftrings of this inftrument are made of the thread of palm-trees : it is played

on with the thumbs of each hand, the inftrument bearing directly upon the performer's

breaft. Though the mufic of this inihrunient be very low, it is neverthelefs not un-

grateful.

Over and above the great drums ufed in the army, there is another fort of a lefler

fize, called Ncamba ; theie arc made either of the fruit of the tree called Aliconda, or

elfe of hollowed wood with a flvin over one end only : they are commonly made ufe of

at unlawful feafts and merry-makings, and are beaten upon with the hands, which
neverthelefs makes a noife to be heard at a great diftance. When the niiflioners hear

any of thefe at night, they immediately run to the place in order to difturb the wicked
paftime. It fill often to my lot to interrupt thele hellifli pradices, but the people

always ran away as foon as ever I camu up to them, fo that I could never lay hold on
any to make an example of them. The Giaghi not only make ule of thefe drums at

feafts, but likewife at the infernal fitcrifices of man's flefli to the memory of their rela-

tions and anceftors, as alfo at the time when they invoke the devil for their oracle.

But to return to the count's habit. From his neck to his knees there commonly hang
feveral ftrings of purple coral, together with a large chain ot the fineft gold, having a

mafly crofs juft before his breaft to demonftrate his being a C.hriflian : on his wrifts

he generally wears bracelets of high-prized corals, and on all folenin days chains of

gold of the fineft workmanftiip: his fingers are almoft always coveied with rings: he

generally goes in flippers inftead of flioes. There arc commonly carried before liim

two umbrellas of peacock's feathers, and two others of ftraw, both being fixed lo the

tops of long poles : he has likewife two horles t;uls along with him, wherewith to drive

away
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away the flies, although feldom any come near him. Thofe of his followers who are

employed in thefe offices, are commonly his greateft favourites or relations. While
mafs is faying, at the reading of the gofpel he has a lighted torch prefentcd to him,

v/hich having religioufly received, he gives to one of his pages to hold till the con-

fummation be over, and when the gofpel is done, he has the mafs-book given him to

kifs. On feftival-days he is twice incenfed with the cenfer, and at the end of the mafs

he is to go to the altar to receive benedidion from the prieft, who laying his hands

upon his head while he is kneeling, pronounces feme pious and devout ejaculations.

Whilft the prieft that officiates goes out to put off his veftments, the count in like

manner retires to his private orifons : afterwards he enters into the veftry to pay his

refpefts to the miflioner, who receiving him courteoufly, accompanies him back as far

as the door of the church. As foon as he is come out, he falls on his knees again,

and the people all ftanding round about him give themfelves feveral cuffs on the

ear as a token of their fidelity, according to the cuftom of their country, and he makes
them a fign with his fingers to fignify his fatisfaftion. At his coming out of the church

on the principal feaft-days, he commonly praftifes feme warlike exercife ; and on
thofe of lefs confideration either the captain-general performs that part for him, or elfe

his courtiers entertain themfelves with dancing to the aforefaid mufical inftruments.

On all the moft folemn feafts mafs is fung by us and our interpreters to the glory and

honour of God, after which the count's guards which he brings along with him give a

volley of mufquet-fhot, with drums beating, and other mufic.

The captain-general and the governors, or Manis, have all their places feverally

affigned them in the church to prevent any difputes : the noblemen have carpets allowed

them to kneel on, but no cufhions, that honour being wholly referved for the countefs to

fit on. The habits of the nobility and gentry are as follow :—The gentry have a kind of

ftraw-garment on their fhoulders, which reaches down to their wafles, curioufly wrought,

with their arms coming out at two flits, and ends in two taffels which hang down on
their right fide. About their waftes they have a cloth girt, which on one fide hangs

down to the ground : on their heads, thofe alone who have that honour allowed them,

wear a wrought filk cap neatly quilted. The noble women have a fort of ftraw-petticoat

called Modello, which reaches to their middle : from the waift upwards to their breafts

they have a piece of cloth which they bring twice about them, and that which goes about

a fecond time they wrap about their head like a veil in the church. Both men and

women generally appear with long pipes in their mouths fmoking. The vulgar of both

fexes have only a cloth about their loins, v^'hich reaches no farther than their knees. In

the inland parts it fuffices that they cover only what modefty requires fhould be hid.

Within doors they generally go ftark naked, being accuftomed fo to do in regard to the

excefTive heat that torments them for nine months together, not enjoying the leafl frefco,

only during the months of June, July and Auguft.

The manner of their cultivating the earth in this country is fuch, that they make
ufe neither of the plough nor fpade. When the clouds begin to afford the leafl moif-

ture, they are accuftomed to prepare for the rain , by gathering up the fcorched herbs

and roots into heaps, and afterwards fetting them on fire upon the land : then as foon

as the firft fhower is fallen, they proceed to turn up the ground with a flight hoe, called

by them Lzegu, which is fixed to a handle about two fpans long : with this they cut

into the earth with one hand, and with the other fcatter the feed, which they have al-

ways ready in a bag by their fides. Now the bufinefs of manuring the ground belong-

ing folely to the women in this country, they are almofl forced to carry their children

upon their backs in fwathing-roUs, thereby to prevent their being either infefted with,

3 °^
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or devoured by the great number of infe£ls that come out of the earth upon this occa-

fion ; for at home they do not care to leave them, out of an extraordinary love and

fondnefs they have for them. The fame they are wont to do when they carry any

burden, for then they have a fort of hammock which comes about one fhoulder,

wherein they fecure their children from any danger either fleeping or waking, their feet

coming round their mother's wafte on either fide.

Thefe people fow in March, and, if the heavens prove favourable in affording them
rain, they may gather in their harvefl: in June. The feed they fow is of various forts

of pulfe, for the mofl part unknown to us ; but thofe we are acquainted with, are In-

dian wheat, and a kind of little kidney-beans, called Ncafce.

Amongft many others they efteem, are the Mandois, which grow three or four to-

gether like vi.'tches, but under-ground, and are about the bignefs of an ordinary olive.

From thefe milk is extracted, like to that drawn from almonds (in Italian Mandole),

from whence, for aught I know, they had their name. There is another fort of

ground pulfe called Incumbe, which alfo grows under-ground, is like a mufquct-ball, and

very wholefome and well-tafted. Amongft thefe, I and others have often found nut-

megs, perhaps fallen from the trees, the ufe of which is altogether unknown to thefe

people. There are fome wild ones found, which they call Neubanzampuni.
They alfo have a fort of roots called Bataras, which being roafled, tafle much like

chefnuts. Their Mandioca is a root, which being bruifed as fmall as rice, is not made
into bread, but is either eaten raw, or elfe foftened in broth. This plant cafls no feed,

and, therefore, the way to propagate it, is by breaking oif a branch and burying it in

the ground, where it will foon fpread and flourilh.

This fort of food is more ufed by the Portuguefe than Blacks, either becaufe they

have a better way of planting thefe roots, or by reafon that they will lafl: feveral years.

There is another fort ufed inflead of bread, made with fodden roots, which is called

Gnamn, and is very different from the foregoing, both in form and kind.

The (3uuanda, a fort of pulfe not unlike rice, grows upon a fhrub, and will lafl two
or three years, and which, every fix months, propagates itfelf in great abundance.

The pulfe Ncanza brought from Brazil, is exceedingly white, and holds great fimili-

tude with the Indian beans, whence the Portuguefe give it the name of Brazil beans.

Cangula, another fort of pulfe, is greatly efteemed by the Blacks, but little valued

by us Europeans. Mampunni, or maize, is much like Indian wheat.

Maffa Mamballa fhoots up in flalks about the height of our w heat ; to which it is not

unlike both in ears and whitenefs : it yields a white flower, and is lefs offenfive to fome
llomachs than others.

The feed of the herb MafTango greatly refembles that of our hemp.
The plant Afely runs up as high as a halbert ; its ears not unlike our millet : it gives

the gripes or cholic to thofe that are not accuftomed to eat of it.

The Luuo may be preferved many years : its ear is triangular ; its grain like unto that

of millet : its colour red, and its fubftance no way prejudicial to health.

Of thofe plants that grow but little above-ground, the mofl in elleem is the Ananas ;

its leaves are like thofe of aloes, and its fruit greatly refembles pine-apples, and differs

from them only in that thefe are yellow, and, when ripe, all pulp : on the top of this

fruit there grows a tuft of leaves, which being taken off and planted, produces a new
plant. When this fruit is ripe, it exceeds the melon in lufcioufnefs 5 but if you cut it

green, it prefently dries up and confumes.

Concerning fruit-trees, fetting afide the Nicefi, Bonane, and Mamai, which I have

already defcribed when I fpoke of Brazil ; here are not a few of other kinds, whereof

the
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the moft valued is that which bears the name of the Count. The fruit of this tree is

not unlike the giant-pear, and has but an ordinary out-fide, though inwards it is as-

white as milk. Its feed is hke to a bean, and its juice is fo exceedingly pleafant, that it

is commonly given to fick people to recover their taftes. About the mountains of

Congo I have feen feveral of thefe trees that grow wild. The Cafliiu fruit is much
larger than an apple, and, when ripe, is plentifully beautified with yellow and crimfon.

From its core it throws out another fruit of a dulky-colour, which, being roafted

in the fire, taftes like a chefnut j and is naturally hot, though the other be mild and
refrelhing.

The Guaiavas are a fruit not unlike pears : they have fhort ftalks, are yellow with-

out, and carnation within ; and they would be more in requeft were their feeds, which

ftick clofe to the pulp, not quite fo hard.

The Chichere are a fort of plums like to thofe the Italians call Cafcavelle, which

being a little eager, are given to people in fevers.

The plant Colas affords various kinds of fruit; which being inclofed, as it were, in

a crimfon purfe (its hulks), is much valued by the Portuguefe, infomuch that when-

ever they meet any lady in the ftreet whom they defign to honour, they prefently offer

her fome of thefe fruit ; they fay that, chewing it, it makes water drink pleafant.

Palm-trees here are of different kinds : thofe efteemed the moft, are fuch as produce

both oil and wine. Thefe are to be feen thinly planted up and down in the fields.

The oil they have is got from the fruit which grows in clufters, but fo clofe, that they

feem to be all one piece. Thefe clufters are fo large, that a very ftrong man muft not

pretend to carry above one or two of them. In the language of the country they have

the name of Chachij, and their feeds or ftones, whereof they have a great number, are

called Embe. From thefe, which are like a date, being pounded fmall with hot water,

they extraft an oilinefs, which they make ufe of as we do of our oil.

At certain times of the year the natives afcend thefe palm-trees, by help of a hoop, to

tap the wine : the manner of doing which is thus ; wherever they perceive any flower

blown, they prefently whip it off with a knife, and thruft the ftalk into a very large

calabalh called Capaffo, which they cover and faften to the tree. When this is done

they leave it, and in a fhort time have their bottle full of liquor as white as \s hey. This

they let ftand to purge itfelf for about a day after they had taken it down, which it will

always do to that degree, that its fermentation feems rather to be raifed by a good fire,

than any natural heat. When this is over, they rack it off the lee, and there remains a

perfeft tafte of wine, called by them Melaffo, which often makes the Blacks drunk.

They are obliged to drink it foon after, for in three days time it will turn to vinegar,

and in four coagulate and ftink. The nature of this tree is principally hot, though it

produces oil as well as wine, which is naturally cold, and every body knows will con-

geal like butter.

There is another fort of wine called Embetta, of a colder nature, drawn much after

the fame manner from another fort of palm-tree ; but this tree generally yields a

greater quantity, and is planted on the fide of a river, and no where elfe. The tree is

called Matome.
In thofe countries where thefe palm-trees that produce wine do not grow, the people

have artificial ways of procuring it. For this end they let Indian wheat foak in water

for fome time, in like manner as we do wheat to make ftarch of. This tliey afterwards

take out, and having well beaten and preffed it, they put the liquor into a pot, whence
it is after a while drawTi off into another, and then they drink it with a great deal of

pleafure. This liquor they call by the name of Guallo.

Thefe
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There is anotlier kind of palm called Tamgra, which bears a fruit like olives : but thefe

having little or no tafle, generally fall to the Ihare of the apes and monkeys. Another
fort there is, whofe fruit are long firings of little balls extremely hard ; which neverthc-

iefs, after they are pounded and mixed with the powder oi the Engalla, or wild boars

teeth, conipofe a wonderful cordial. Thefe trees are called Mateba.

That palm which is very like the Matome, if it be not the fame, affords a fort of

thread from its leaves, whereof the natives weave cloth. Its fmalleft branches being

both fmooth and pliant, ferve to make travelling nets of, and which the better fort of
Blacks, but efpecially we Whites, ufe for that purpofe. Of the greater branches, both

they and we commonly build our houfes.

The fruit of the tree called Mabocche is not unlike our oranges ; they are exceedingly

round, and have very tough rinds. Within they have feveral feeds like unto thofe

in pomegranates, but placed more confufedly : the tafte of them is fo very pleafant

and delightful, being fomewhat inclined to the (harp, that they are commonly given to

perfons that lie fick of fevers to recftify and refrefh their palates. Of thefe there are

two forts, the greater and the lelTer ; but by how much the latter mull yield in bulk,

by fo much it for the mofl; part gains in perfe£lion.

The Donno tree has its bark only to boaft of, being in virtue and fragrancy not much
unlike to our cinnamon. Although this country has not the plant garlic itfelf, yet has

it neverthelefs a tree, whofe wood not only fmells like it, but has its tafte alfo, and
moreover is commonly made ufe of after the fame manner.

The Aliconde is a tree immeafurably great ; within the cavity of whofe trunk, it

being generally hollow at the bottom, hogs are commonly kept from the fun. The
fruit ot it is very like to our pumpions, with a ftalk about the bignefs of a man's finger,

and in length near two or three foot. The ufe of the fliells of thefe fruit is commonly
either for veflels or bottles. The inner rind of this tree being well foaked and beaten,

yields a fort of matter to fpin, much more durable and finer than our hemp, and which
is made ufe of here for that purpofe. Cotton here is to be gathered in great abun-
dance, and the flirubs it grows on are fo prolific, that they never almoft leave

fprouting.

Having thus fpoken of divers plants and fruit-trees of the leafl: note, I will proceed

to defcribe others of both kinds, that have phyfical virtues afcribed to them.

Amongfl thefe the tree Angariaria has the firfl: place ; either the wood or root of this

tree is laid to be good to drive away any pains in the fide, occafioned by the ftone, gra-

vel, or the like ; but however the moft efficacious part of it is its fruit, which is not

imlike to our acorn. Hence it conies to pafs, that no difeafe of this kind was ever

known to have continued long in thefe parts.

Another tree of medicinal virtue is the Chifecco, any part of which being reduced
to powder, and mixed with water, is good againft fevers ; and being applied either to

the forehead or temples of the fick p^rlon, infallibly prevents his fainting.

The Chicongo, a tree likewife, has a purgative power attributed to it.

What is moih furprifing, is the nature of the tree Mignamigna, which produces poi-

fon in one part, and its antidote in another j if any perfon be poifoncd cither by the

wood or fruit, then the leaves ferve to cure him ; and if he be poifoncd by the leaves

of them, then he mud have recourfe either to the fruit or wood : the fruit of this tree

is like a little lemon.

Our old lay-brother Leonard, whom I have had often occafion to mention in this

relation, and who had lived in this country many and many years, told me he had feen

\()L. .\vi. K K three
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three plants of Storax, Gum-benjamin, and CafTia ; but that neither of them were held

in any efteem by the Blacks.

As to pepper, what I have to fay is only this ; being one day grievoufly tormented

with wind, 1 afked a noble Negro, if he could help me to a remedy, he anfwered,
" Yes," and immediately fetched me fome pepper. -I took it according to his pre-

fcriptions, and received relief. I afterwards demanded of him, whence that came ; he

told me it was brought from a wood juft out of the count's dominions. And doubtlefs

there are many other excellent produfts in thefe parts, which for want of being fuffici-

ently known, lofe their efteem.

I fhould have told you before, that within the dominions of Sogno, there are many
excellent lemons ; and wherewith one particular ifland fo abounds, that there are no

other trees to be found in it except here and there an orange-tree. In the way to

Singa you meet with vaft woods of orange-trees, which go by the name of Portugal,

but rather defcrve that of China, for their thin rinds and lufcious pulps.

As to birds, this country has two forts like ours, which are fparrows and turtles
;

the firft of which, in time of rain, change their colour to red, though they afterwards

return to what they were of before, which is ufual with other forts ot fowl. Here are

alfo eagles, but to fay the truth, not fo large as I have feen elfewhere. I have more-

over obferved divers kinds of parrots here, which were very different from thofe of

Brazil. The crows of this country are white upon their breafts, and on the top of

their wings, but black every-where elfe like ours of Europe.

Pelicans are often to be met with as you travel to Signa ; they are all over black,

except on their breafts, which nature has adorned with a kind of flefh-colour like to

that of the neck of a turkey. Whether this be the true pelican or not, which naturalifts

fay feeds her young with her own blood, and at the expence of her life, I fhall not

undertake to determine.

Father Francis da Pavia, my companion into thefe parts, through his long experience

has informed me, that whilft he was on a journey to Singa, he obferved certain large

white birds, with long beaks, necks, and feet, which, whenever they heard the leaft

found of an inftrument, began immediately to dance and leap about in the rivers where

they always refided, and whereof they were great lovers ; this, he faid, he took great

pleafui-e to contemplate, and continued often for fome time upon the banks of the rivers

to obferve.

There is another fort of birds fo exceedingly white and fine, efpecially in their tails,

that the white ladies buy them up at any rate to adorn themfclves with. There are

divers other kinds of birds and fowl, which for brevity fake I omit fpiaking of.

Concerning thefe and other birds building their nefts, I obferved that fparrows, and
fuch-like little birds, built them after the form of our fwallows nefts. The materials

they make ufe of, are for the moft part the thread of palm-leaves, which they draw
out thence with their beaks, and afterwards carry to the place where they defign to

build. The manner of -their building is round a flendcr bough, whereby when the

wind blows, their young are rocked about in their nefts, like children in their cradles.

The greater fort of birds build, either on the top, in the trunk, or on the thorny

boughs of the tiee called Mafuma. The prickles of this tree are exceedingly hard,

and its fruit fomething refembles a green citron : and w iiich when opened throws forth

a wonderful fine wool (no filk finer, fofter, no^ cooler), whereof are commonly made
pillows and bolfters for fick people.

Of wild hens I have fpoken in another place, and here I again affirm, that they are

Ui this country much better tafted, and more beautiful than the tame ones. The fame

1 have
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I have to fay of the partridges, which are much Hke to ours, but neither of which are

any ways valued by the natives, and therefore they feldom or never look after them.

But among all the winged inhabitants of this climate, none pleafed me fo much as

that little bird defcribed by Father Cavazzi in his Hiftorical Defcriptions, b. i . p. 50.
no. 153. This bird, not much unlike a fparrow, at firfl fight feems wholly black,

but upon a nearer view may be difcovercd to be of a kind of blue. As foon as

day breaks, he fets up his notes and fiiigs ; but the excellency of his fong is, that

it harmonioufly, and almoft articulately pronounces the name ofJefus Chriil ; which
repeated by many of them in concert, is a heavenly mufic worthy our fpecial obfer-

vation, feeing thofe heathen nations excited to own the true God by irrational creatures.

They are excited by the heavens forming a crofs of ftars under the zone, which many
have defcribed, and I beheld ; they are excited by the mountains, which have the

crofs carved on them, as has been faid, without knowing by whom ; they are excited

by the earth, which draws the crucifix on its fruit called Nicefo, as we have obferved.

In fine, thefe little angels e.xcite them with their voices, yet all thefe things are of little

force to move the hardened hearts of thofe Gentiles.

It is a wonderful bird mentioned by our Father Coprani, in his Cambr. lUull. whofe
fong confifts of thefe plain words, Va Dritto ; that is, go right. Nor is there lefs to

be admired in another bird in thefe parts, and particularly the kingdom of Matamba,
which, as travellers are on their way, harmonioufly fings, " Vuichi, Vuichi," which in

the language of the Blacks fignifies, honey, honey ; and fkipping from one place to

another, reds upon the tree where the honey is, that the paflTengers may take it, and
the bird feed on what remains. But it fometimes falls out, that following the cry of

the bird, the paffenger falls into the clutches of fome lion that lies hid, and fo meets

his death inllead of honey ; therefore when the bird cries, if he fees not the honey,

they are aware of the hidden lion, and fly in time.

Among the variety of numerous quadrupeds, the mofl wonderful are the elephants,

being, as it were, living and moving mines of moft curious white ivory, whereof fo

great a trade is made; but thefe being vulgarly known to all perfons, I will give no
other account but only of the manner of killing them.

When thefe beafls are gathered together in a herd, the hunter anointing himfelf all

over with their dung, gets in flily with his lance in his hand among them ; there does

he creep about from one to the other, under their bellies, till he fees an opportunity

to ftrike any of them under their ear, by which wound they are eafily to be brought

to the ground. After the ftroke given, the hunter takes immediate care to efcape,

before the beafl: can well turn about to revenge himfelf; and the other beafl:s being

deceived by the fmell of their dung, take no notice of his crying out, and flouncing,

fuppofing it to be only one of their young. By thefe means the refl; of the herd

walking on, and forfaking their falling companion, leave him a prey to the fuccefsful

hunter. If the wounded elephant happens to purfue his aflaulter, he can eafily baffle

him, by taking to many roads, for it is a very difllcult thing for this beafl; to turn his

body fo often as fuch a dodging would require. The Negroes are wont to diftil a water

by the fun from the bones of this animal's legs, which is held to be good againfl:

aftmas, fciaticas, or any cold humours. Some of the pagans of thefe parts, particu-

larly the Giaghi, have a kind of devotion for the tail of this beafl: ; for when any one

of their captains or chief lords comes to die, they commonly preferve one of thefe tails

in memory of him, and to which they pay a fort of adoration, out of an opinion they

have of its great ftrcngth. For the fake of cutting off" thefe tails only, they often

K K 2 undertake
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undertake this hunting ; but which amputation mud be performed at one blow, and

from a living elephant, or their fuperftition will allow it no virtue.

In this country of Sogno there are no lions, tigers, nor wolves to be met with, which

neverthelefs other parts of this fide of Africa are not exempt from. When any of thefe

beads, efpecially tigers, happen to enter the count's dominions, he that firfl: difcovers

them is obliged to go immediately to a governor, or Mani, and acquaint him therewith
;

whereupon an alarm is prefently beat to raife the country, and the people being fo raifed,

forthwith apply all their endeavours, whether by Ihouts, drums, or inftruments

of war, to force the beaft into the open field. After they have got him there, they

fmgle out one among them to aflault him ; which the perfon pitched upon performs

with a fharp long knife in one hand, and a flight manageable fhield in the other. As
often as the beaft leaps at him, the combatant receives his attempts on his fhield, till at

laft, taking his opportunity, he whips otY one or more of his legs with his knife, whereby

the beaft being difabled, eafily becomes a vidim to the conqueror's fury. The Royal

Lions, fo called for their generofity, carry themfelves with majefty, and do not hurt

unlefs provoked by fome accident.

In Sogno there are a fort of wild dogs, who going out to hunt in great numbers,

whenever they met with any lion, tiger, or elephant in their way, fet upon him with that

fury, that they commonly bring him to the ground, though they lofe never fo many of

their company by the attempt. Thefe dogs, notwithftanding their wildnefs, do little or

no damage to the inhabitants. They arc red-haired, have fmall flender bodies, and

their tails turn up upon their backs like a greyhound's.

The wolves that Ibmetimes infeft thefe pai ts are fo very fubtle, that they will fcratch

through the walls of the houfes built here with palm leaves, on purpofe to come at the

people, whom having found, they immediately devour or tear to pieces. A certain

woman once happening to go a little further from her houfe than ordinary, left her

child within afleep : whilft fhe was gone, a wolf broke in, and lay down clofe by the

child that was afleep: The mother coming foon after, went in to feed her child, and
fpied the wolf, who feeing himfelf difcovered, immediately fled.

At fome huntings there have been taken in this country both wild men and women :

which to confirm. Father Leonard once told me, that before my coming thither there

had been one of that kind prefented to a friar of our order, which was again beftowed

by him on the Portuguefe governor of Loanda.

Monkeys there are here of divers kinds, fuch as the baboons, which are the largeft

fort ; another kind party-coloured, as big as a cat ; and a third fort leaft of all, which
neverthelefs, like the others, have all tails longer than their bodies.

Here are likewife great numbers of wild goats, and many wild boars are to be found
in the woods. The tame goats of this country are fo exceedingly fertile, that they will

bring forth three or four young ones at once.

The ftieep here do not produce wool, but hair ; neither are the rams furnifhed with

hoins as with us, nor are the ewes fo fruitful as the goats before-named. Goats-flefli is

in much greater efteem in thefe parts than mutton, and therefore the natives chufe

rather to geld their young goats than their lambs.

Serpents are not in the leaft wanting here : thofe feen by me of greateft note were the

Copras, a fort of ferpents whofe poifon is in their foam, which thou-^h at a great diftance

they fpit into the eyes, and caufe fuch grievous puins, that unlefs there be fome woman
by at the fame time, to afluage the pains with her milk, the party will become imme-
diately blind. Th^fe climb about in the houfes and trees night and day.

There
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There is another fort of ferpents, as I have been told, in (his country which as foon

as they are inolclled by any traveller, will leap upon him, and twining themfclves round

about his body, fix a fharp fling they have in their tails into his breaft, whereby he foon

burfls and expires. The name of this ferpent is Embambe, and the way the natives

liave to cure themfclves of his wound, and fave their lives, is by cutting him in two

with a knife, which they carry about them for that purpofe, as foon as ever he has en-

tered his fting.

But from hence let us proceed to' give an account of more memorable matters. In

the fecond year of my million I was forced to do my duty for fome time alone, by rea-

fon that our fupcrior being dead, my companion. Father Jofeph, was advanced to that

dignity, and was gone to refide in the kingdom of Angola. At the fame time the Moll

Reverend Cardinal Cibo writ us a letter in the name of the facred college, complaining

that the pernicious and abominable abufe of ielling flaves was yet continued among us,

and requiring us to ufe our power to remedy the faid abufe ; which, notwithflanding, we
fav/ little hopes of accomplilhing, by reafon that the trade of this country lay wholly in

flaves and ivoiy. Neverthelefs, meeting together not long after, we joined our addrelTes

to Liie King of Congo, and count of Sogno, and obtained the favour from them, that

the heretics at leafl fliould be excluded from dealing in this merchandize; and thatefpe-

cially the Englhh, who made it their chief bufmefs to buy flaves here, and to carry

them to Barbadoes, an ifland of theirs in the Well Indies, where they were to be

brought up in the Proteflant religion, fo very contrary to ours. This letter was firll

read by me to the count, and afterwards on a feaft-day I made the contents of it known
to the people, earnellly recommenduig to them to have a companionate regard to fo

many miferable creatures, their countrymen, that were daily fuftered to come under

the power of heretics, that would not only enflave them, but likewife pervert the good

principles we had inftilled into them. I moreover urged, that if there were a neceflity

tor a trade of this kind, they fliould fooner have to do with the Hollanders, who were

obliged to deliver fo many flaves at C'adiz every year, whereby their countrymen might

have ftill the happinefs of continuing among Catholics, though in bonds.

I propofed likewife for them to trade in this nature with the Portuguefe, rather than

the Hollanders ; which they would not hearken unto for feveral reafons.

Firft, Bfcaufe they would by no means have that nation ellablifli tnemfelves in their

country. Secondly, By reafon that they would give them no opportunity to fell their

arms and ammunition amonglt them : and 'I'hirdly, Becaufe they always under-valued

the flaves, and never oftered fo much as they were worth.

Thefc, with fome others, have been the reafons that the Portuguefe have never yet

been able to get any footing in Sogno.

A year almod pall before there was any fliip appeared in this country ; at lafl: an

Englifli veflel came to anchor there. This I immediately advifed the count of, requiring

at the fame time, that if flic were really Englifli, flie fliould not be fufl'ered to land any

perfon whatfoever. The count's anfwer was, that I fliould be obeyed : but which I ob-

ferved to be fpoke by him with fuch coldnefs, that I could eafily difcover in him a con-

trary intention ; and which I was the more confirmed in, when I reflcdled upon the pro-

fit he was to make, both by the buyer and the feller. All this while the captain of the

fliip pretended that he would tarry only three days to take in frefli provifions ; which

being pafl, he Icarcely fliewed the leafl fign of being gone. While he was yet in the

river, I happened to go down to the fliore to fpeak with the Mafucca, or Receiver of the

Whites. Being but jufl; entered his houfe, I law two Engliflimen, who I thought had

been no nearer than their ufual ftation j they feeing me, drew b, and I turned my back
to
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to go out again : but fcarce had I reached the thrcfliold, before I heard a brace of pidol-

buUets whiz by my ear. At this being aftonifhed, I looked about, but faw nobody.

Then I fell on my knees, returned thanks to heaven for my efcape ; and afterwards

went in again boldly to make my complaint to the mader of the houfe of the villainy,

w^hich I fuppofe was defigned me by thefe Engliflnnen : but to my great difappointment

he returned me neither a compliment nor a rel'entment.

The day following the before-mentioned captain came to me, but that rather to affront

than confer with me ; demanding of me at firfl; fight, " What I had to do to oppofe the

Englifli trading in that port ?" To which I replied, " That purfuant to an agreement

between me and the count, all heretics were to be excluded from dealing in flaves

throughout the dominions of Sogno, but as to all other niatters of traffick they were at

liberty." " What do you mean by heretics ?" quoth he. " Is not our Duke of York a

Roman Catholic, and chief of our company, from whom I have a full power to trade,

where, and in what merchandize I pleafe ?" " Granted," faid I ; but then I alledged

further, " That I was fure it was not the intention of that Duke, jthat Chriftians fhould

be bought and fold for flaves, nor that fuch as he (meaning the captain) fhould be al-

lowed not only to trade, but likewife to rob and infefl the fliores wherever they came,

in like manner as another Englifli captain had done there lafl: year ; who, as foon as he

had taken in all his lading, fell to wafliing the country, and forced away feveral of the

nadves into flavery, and killed many others that he could not get away. This (i told

him) I would aflliredly acquaint the Duchefs of York, my country woman, with, that

the Duke her hufband's reputation might not fufier, and fuch offenders might be pu-

niflied as they well deferved." To this the captain began to reply with great heat, de-

fending both himfelf and his countryman, the other captain, thinking to overcome

reafon with noife ; and if fome people had not come in to my afliftance, I know
not what might have come on it. I afterwards fent to let the count know, that I fliould

not open the church-doors till thofe heretics, that were enemies both to our church

and him, were gone. This mefliige foon brought the count to our convent, where,

when he entered to fpeak with me, there came in with him only one man, who
had a long knife in his hand drawn about four inches out of the {heath : this

knife, as he knelt on the ground, he held with one hand on the haft, and the other

on the flieath. For the better underflanding of this, you muft know that whentver

the count comes to fpeak with us, nobody has leave to enter the room with him
but the interpreter : and when any extraordinary cafe requires another's coming in,

he mufl kneel all the while, in like manner as the interpreter is obliged to do.

The count began with me very low, endeavouring to convince me, that, confidering the

many enemies that furrounded him on all fides, he ought to provide himfelf of arms and

ammunition of war, and which he could beft do from the European fhips that came to

trade in his dominions. This and the like he urged with a great deal of cunning, but at

length perceiving by my anfwers that he gained but little upon me, he began to gather up
his countenance, and to move his lips quick in order to thunder out fome dreadful

menaces againft me ; but which I timely perceiving, flarted up upon my feet, and pre-

vented his fury with the following words: " The reafon," faid I to him refolutely, " ofmy
coming into your dominions, was for the fervice of God, and the falvation of your fouls

;

and in order to that duty incumbent on me, I cannot difpenfe with the hazarding even

of my life, in withdrawing fo many poor fouls from out of the power of Lucifer,"

(meaning the flaves to be bought by heretics,) " which neverthelefs you feem by your

arguments to give wholly up to him. Think then, my lord count," continued I, " on

your own cafe in fo palpable an aft of difobedience ; for as for my part, I Ihall alway*

3 endeavour
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endeavour to perfifl: in my duty." Having fpoke thefe words, I immediately offered to

go out of the room, but the repenting count catching me faft hold by the arm, and

changing his countenance almofl. from black, to yellow, would by no means fuffer me fo

to do, crying out, '" Hear my reafons firft. Father ; hear my reafons before you go."

Then clapping himfelf down upon a bench, he fell into a long difcourfe, but in which I

often interrupting him, he at lafl flew away in a great paffion, muttering and mumbling
to hiinfc'lt, " Tliat he was the head of the church in his dominions, and that I without

him could do nothing ; no, not fo much as baptize a child." By thefe and other fuch

like fpeeches of his, I could eafdy perceive that he fided with the Englifh, and I was tho-

roughly convinced thereof afterwards, when he caufed proclamation to be made at three

of the clock in the morning, to forbid all his fubjecls throughout the whole Banza to go
any more to our church ; but this he nevertliclefs did without laying any penalty on
thofe that difobeyed him, and confequently his fubjeds being true fervants of God, took

no manner of notice of his proceeding, but continued to come to church as before.

Notwithftanding their good difpofiiions, I thought myfclf obliged to excommunicate the

count by fixing a fchedule on the church-doors, and which I did by an authority fent

me from the bilhop of Angola. Hence it followed that our flaves that belonged to the

olilces of the church, as likewife thofe that ferved in the convent, immediately forfook

me, and that I fuppofe by inftigation of their prince who had withdrawn them, to caufe

me the fooner to comply. Whilft I yet continued firm in my refolutions, a Dutch Ihip

appeared in the haibour: foon after her arrival the count's fecretary brought her cap-

tain, according to cuftom, to me for my benedidion, which neverthelefs the Englifh

captain had negleded to afk ; I gave it him, and by thofe means extinguiflied part of

the iury inllilled into the people's breails by the magicians and wizard againfl me ; for

they had made it their bufmefs to make the people believe, that I purpofely oppofed the

aforefaid contrads with the Europeans, that their nation might be unprovided of arms

and ammunition when their enemies the Portuguefe came againft them, and which they

likewife affirmed I by fecret means encouraged. The anchoring this fhip in the harbour

occafioned the fpeedy departure of the other ; for in lefs than thirteen days after flie

hoifled fail and put to lea, carrying away with her about fourteen or fifteen ot the

natives of Sogno, befides near a hundred more which the captain faid had been fold him

by the pagans.

Finding an opportunity to acquaint my fuperior, in the kingdoipi of Angola, with

thefe matters, I immediately fet about it, and difpatched away two letters, but which

were both intercepted, by order from the count : this coming to my ears, I writ three

more, one of which I confided to a faithful Black, promifing him a confiderable re-

ward if he delivered it ; the other two I fent publicly, which were intercepted, as

before. About the fame time the count likewife writ a letter to the bifliop of Loanda,

complaining, " That 1 would neither adminilter the facraments, nor open the church
;"

and befides, " That I had condemned the wizards to death in ail open congregation."

To this the faid bifln'p, well knowing both the treachery and hypocrify of the Blacks,

gave no anfwer ; but however foon after fent my fuperior, accompanied with Father

Benedift a Belvedere, to affill: me. Here mark the providence of God ! Whilll the

count continued in his obftinacy, a certain difeafe that reigned in the neighbouring

parts, called in the Portuguefe Bexigas, but in ours the fmall-pox, had readied his

dominions, and whereof great numbers died daily. The people being fenlible that

this muft be fent as a judgment among them, gathered forthwith together, and ad-

drefl'ed themfelves with great earnellnefs to the count, adviling him, " To retrad and

atone for the great error he had been guilty of, or, befides the jufl judgment ot God
both



25^ meuolla's voyagk to coxgo.

both upon him and them, they would infallibly rife againfl him for redrefs." To
this the count anfwered, " That it had never been his defires, that they fliould fuffer

any ways upon his account ; and that what he had forbid by his proclamation, was only

to frighten the millioner into obedience : but fmce they were of opinion that what had

befallen them was occafioned by this injunclion, he was willing, if he might thereby

confirm their fafety, to take it oO." Though he foon after was as good as his word,

yet were the people not wholly fatisfied, affirming, " That they would not die like

dogs, but like true Chriftians, as they had been bred, and therefore willed him to

prefent himfelf before me, to alk forgivenefs for his crime, to the end that the church-

doors might be again fet open to them." This he foon after accomplifhed, in the fol-

lowing manner, but whether through fmcerity or hypocrify I (hall not pretend to

determine :— Having clothed all his courtiers in like manner as they were wont to be

when they go to receive ambaffadors, he alone appeared in fackcloth, unfhod, with a

crown of thorns on his head, a crucifix in his hand, and a large cable rope about his

neck : in this manner, coming to our convent, he proftrated himfelf humbly at the

gate, befeeching me to pardon him his crime, and only excufmg himfelf, that what

he did was done raflily and without confiderition, but that he was now ready to make
me all manner of fatisfattion for his difobedience. He remembered me moreover of

the prefumption of David, and hoped, that like him having repented, he fhould like-

wife receive mercy. Having faid thus much, he gave his crucifix to one of his attendants

to hold, and afterwards kneeled and kifled my feet : hereupon I immediately raifed

him from the ground, took off the crown of thorns from his head, and rope from his

neck, and then repeated to him thofe words which I formerly uttered to another perfon

on the like occafion, " If you have finned like David, imitate him likewife in your

repentance." After this I waited upon him out as far as the ftreet, and then left him.

He afterwards came a fecond time in the aforefaid manner to have his excommu-
nica taken off : but I told him, " That I would willingly have complied with his

defires, but that in about three days time my fuperior would come into thofe parts,

and that it was more proper for him to abfolve fo great a perfon as he." I farther told

him, " That as for his accomplices, I would undertake to give them abfolution," which
I foon after performed both to his and their fatisfaclion. At laft the expefted Father

arrived, and 1 having acquainted him with v\ hat had been already done, he after a

delay of a few days gave the penitent count abfolution. Having received this great

favour and afliflance from the bifhop, I thought myfelf obliged to return him my mofl
humble thanks and acknowledgements, and withal to inform him of the caufe, manner,

and time of my fhutting up the church, as likewife with the reafons I had to threaten

the wizards with the punifhment the count had writ to him about.

The Dutch all this while followed their trade clofe. A certain captain among them
called Cornelius Clas, having acquired a reputation with the natives by his fubtilties,

went about fowinfj his heretical tares amidft the true corn of the gofpel. Amongfk
other (damnablo') doftrines, he maintained, that baptifm was alone necelTary to falva.

tion, becauie it took away original fin, as the blood of our Saviour did adual fin.

The better to comply with the Blacks, whom he knew to be defirous of greater liberty

in thofe matters, he affirmed, there was need of no other facrament than that of bap-

tifm ; and that if they had a mind to communicate, -they fhould do it, but that con-

fcffion was not neceffary, being only to be underftood figuratively. And he farther

(impudently) difowned the real prefence of Chrift in the confecrated hoft. To pro-

cure himfelf with the greater credit, he often invoked the faints to his affiftance, and
efpecially St. Anthony, though his tribe generally deny the praying to faints to be of

12 any
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any ufe to us. He afterwards repeated feveral expreflions here and there out of our
fermons in Lent, and then proceeded to ri('icile ihem after the fjllowing manner : —
" O !" cried he, " your father's an able pr-acher and a great fcholar, he hits the nail

on the head, and talks to the purpofe ; but if he would improve you thoroughly, he
ought to advance fuch and fuch dodrines" (which by the w ly were molt perr.icioufly

heretical). Thus he run on for above an hour together, explodi;ig oar opinions and
recommending his own, till he had at bll fo tar prevailed upon thoJe inii'erable Ne;;'-oes,

that their hearts were become as black as their couutenances. Altliough this peifo;i*s

principles and defigns came at length 1 1 be known, yet were the moll icnorant never-

thelefs afFecled witii his arguments and perfuafions ; but notwithftanding thcfe mifchiefs

came not to our knowledge till after the departure of thi'ir author.

Let us now come to other matters not unlike the foregoing. In the fifth year of

my miffion another Englifh fhip happened to come to an anchor in the river : as foon
as I perceived it, I went to the count and faid, " Behold, my lord, another Englilh

fhip appears in the harbour !" and at the fame time begged of him not to permit any
of the men to land, for fear of the like inconveniences that had befoi e happened : he
feemcd to comply readily with my defires, and promifed that none (hould ; neverthe-

lefs felf-interefl: blinding him again, he received the accultoined prefents, and fuffered

them to trade again within his dominions, which we would by no means agree to.

The captain came with his commiflion to our convent, and endeavoured to find me
out, but could not. In the mean-time, without any further delay, we publifhed a

manifeflo, that upon pain of excommunication none ihould prefume to fell any flaves

to the Englifh : but as to bartering ivory, ebony, or the like with them, they might
freely do it. The captain hereupon could get but five negroes, and thofe he bought
before the manifefto was publiflied. He came a fecond time to my apartment accom-
panied by a Dutch captain, and with a great deal of fubmiihon faid to me, " Father,

what reafon have I given you to deny me, fo much to my difadvantage, a free trade in

this port, when I have fuflered fo many hardfhips, and undergone fo great peril in

my voyage hither ?" To which I courteoufly anfwered, '' That I would do any thing

that lay in my power to ferve any ChriiUan, and him in particular, wUo appeared to

be fo very civil, but that in this matter I could do nothing without an order from my
iuperior." I told him further, " That though I was againil his trading afhore, as

being an Englifliman, and confequently a heretic, I could not prevent his doing it by
lea, and therefore if he could find any to traffic with him he might freely do it

:'*

" That is what I would rather iiave," replied the captain, " for thereby I may trade

cuflom-free. Now I perceive," continued he, " that thefe brutes," meaning the

Negroes, " have always their hands open to receive prefents, but when there is any
favour to be returned, they immediately Ihrug up their fhouldcis and excufe them-

felves, pretending the iniflloners will not let them grant it. But why," added he,
" did they not expbin themlllves at firft, that I might have faved my prefent, and
failetl about my bufinefs elfewhere ? It fliall go harti, but I will make the ni know whom
they have to deal v./ith." Then turning to me, he faid, " Well, Father, I cannot but

thank you heartily for acquainting me with the truth, and let them reltore to me what
I gave them, and 1 will be gone. But firft," quoth he, " give me leave to prefent

Yoiu- Reverence with a barrel of wheat-flour to iliake your Hofts of, a fniall vefl'el

of Aqua-vitas, and fumething elle that may Ue within the veagc of my capacity." I

returned him a thoufand thanks for his kind proffers, and told him, that though I had
occalion for the wheat-flour I would by no means accept it of him, and aiierwards

having forced a bafliet of fruit upon him difmiflcd him. The count having difpofed of

VOL. XVI. J, L the



t^8 MEROLLa's voyage to CONGO.

the prefent that was given him, could by no means reftore it, and befides durft not

for fear of excommunication provide him the flaves he had promifed. This fo vexed

the captain, that taking only along with him two flaves, and a little ivory he had got

before, he left his houfe in the night-time, and went immediately aboard his (hip

;

his landlord foon miffing him got up betimes, and went after him for his rent, but

the captain having caufed three Patereroes to be turned againft the Negro's boat,

dared him to come near him after the following manner: ." Come hither, flave,"

quoth he, " and I will pay you in a certain coin that you very well deferve." After

which, bellowing a great many curfes on him, he fet fail and departed. The count

was again excommunicated for his difobedience, but not by a paper fixed up at the

church-doors formally, which he took with much patience. Though a Black, he is an

abfolute prince, and not unworthy of a crown, though he were in Italy, confidering

the number of his fubjedls, and large dominions.

Before the Englifhman had weighed anchor to be gone, another Dutch (hip came

into the river, which my companion Father Benedift da Belvedere perceiving, imme-

diately oppofed the landing of any of her men ; his reafon was that they were heretic?,

in like manner as the Englilh, and which he confirmed by the herefies the above-men-

tioned Dutch captain had not long before fpread amongft us. I could not well dilTent

from this opinion of his, neverthelefs for quietnefs-fake I told him, that fince we had

fo luckily got rid of the Englifh, we muft ot neceffity admit of the Dutch, or the peo-

ple would be apt to rebel ; for not caring to trade with the Portuguefe for fome

reafons beft known to themfelves, they would have noboby elfe to utter their com-

modities to, which would prove no finall detriment both to the church and the (late.

He underftood me I don't queilion, but notwithdanding took little or no notice of what

I faid, being tranfported with too great a zeal for the church's good, which, had it not

been fo exceffive, might have fucceeded better than it did.

On Eader-Day there was a great feafl held throughout the count's dominions, when

the electors and governors were obliged to come to court to wi(h their lord a happy

Eader, according to cudom. He that voluntarily abfented himfelf was looked upon

as a rebel, and thofe that came were treated at the count's charge ; the eledors and

governors dividing the provifions amongd their followers. My aforefaid companion

hearing a confufed found of indruments, and many loud acclamations from the people

gathered together in vad numbers, made what hade he could to them that he might

prevent thofe fedivals, which he looked upon as not proper to be celebrated in a

place where the count affided, who then dood excommunicated. For my part I

could not well fathom his intentions, for he only came to me and demanded my
bleffing and leave to go out of the convent, which I could not refufe him. At his

fird coming the chief elector came up to him to falute him, which he coldly received

and returned ; after a few complimeius they came to complaints. My companion

began to blame them for having fo courteoufly admitted of the Hollanders, as alfo for

folemnifing of this fead, which they ought not to prefume to have done as matters

went. This fo exafperated the elector, that he cried out with a great paflion, " What
heretics ! What Chridians ! What Catholics ! Are we not all to be faved by baptifm

alone ?" Father Bencdicl being out of patience at thefe words, and truly moved for

the honour of God's fervice, though a little too exorbitantly, without any reply depped

up to him, and gave him a found box on the ear by way of admonition. This alfront

the eleftor's people fo greatly refented, that they immediately gathered about him to

defend him, and thofe that were without the walls likewife made at the fame time

an attempt to get into the place. The count, captain-general, and great-captain being

I I foon



iMEROLLa's voyage to CONGO. 259

foon informed of what had happened, prefently interpofed to prevent the miflioner's

receiving any damage from the fury of the muhitude, and afterwards conduced him
fafe to our convent. The chief intent of this Father's extraordinary zeal, was to make
known to fo great a company of people got together, what danger their fouls were in

by convcrfing with heretics.

For my part I judged a fpeedy reconciliation with the elector highly neceflary, and
therefore fome few days after I fent for him to our convent ; he came, and after

having courteoufly received him, I defired him to recant fmcerely what he had faid,

and alk Father Benedict's pardon, and I would abfolve him. To which he anfwered
fmiling, " That would be pleafant indeed ; I am the fufterer, and yet I mull be guilty

;

he was the aggreflbr, and yet I mufl beg pardon. Muft I receive a blow, and not-

withftanding be thought to have offended ?" Then I replied, " That muft not be taken
for an injury, which was notfo intended ; the blow was not to offend, but defend you,
being as it were a remembrance not to hearken to the errors of heretics. Befides you
ought to confider that it was given out of paternal affedion by your fpiritual Father,

and whom it did not mifbecome to give it. Moreover you know among us the bifhops

do it in cafes of confirmation, and the perfon that receives it takes it rather for an
honour than affront. You ought to confefs that you deferved correftion for venting

fo dangerous an opinion in the prefence of fo many true Catholics." Being convinced

by thefe reafons that he had been in the wrong, he confented to recapt his error,

which he did after mafs at the church-door, confeffing that what he had done was
merely occafioned through paffion, and not out of any difobedience to the doftrine

of the church, for which he had a fmcere veneration. Afterwards begging pardon of the

aforefaid Father, and kiffmg his feet, he was again received into our communion.
After all this he made his humble acknowledgments to the count, for having prefumed
to incline his people to a rebellion within his dominions.

To extirpate this herefy effe6lually out of the minds of the people, we took an
occafion, after we had given abfolution to the ele£tor and his followers, to preach a
fermon to them to this purpofe : " That whereas paradife was allowed by all to be a

place of the greateil purity and brightnefs, fo ought to be the minds of thofe who
are in eledion to be admitted inhabitants thereof. Lucifer the prince of light, for

having fulfered himfl'lf to be contamin.ucd with pride, occafioned his being thrown
headlong into hell, together witli his adherents. Can it feem poffible to you that fo

pure and peaceful a place fhould adinit of the haughty and unclean ? Some among you
are like your own Maccacos, or monkeys amongft us, who keeping poffeirion ofany thing

they have ftolen, will fooner fuffer themielves to be taken and killed than to let go their

prey. So impure fwine wallow in their filth, and care not to be cleanfed. To remedy
this, our Saviour inftituted the facrament of repentance, to the end that when man had
finned, he might come and purify himfelf from his tranfgreffions." Thefe and many
other fpiritual memorandums were given by us, proving at the fame time, that God
being all goodnefs, could not ]3oHibly be the occafion of any evil. We then demanded
of them, " if they were not convinced that this was true by the light of their natural

reafon ?" They all anfvvercd'with a common confent, " That it was, and that they had
been deceived by the heretical feducer, \vho had impofed doftrines upon them which
were contrary to the word of God. We hope tlierefore that for the future thefe

lierefies will be totally extinguiflied, fince we have taken fo much pains to decry them
both in the pulpit and elfewhere." The fame night that the count liad been made ac-

quainted with his falling again under the fentcnce of excommunication, for having

defigned to furnifh the Englifli with flaves, contrary to the manifelto publiflied by us,

L L 2 his
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his countefs was feized with a fainting fit, occafioned either by her being with child

or elfe through the difguft (he had conceived at her hufband's proceedings. Being

thus ill, Ihe imtnediately difpatched her fon to me to defire me to come to her, who
doubting whetiier 1 would comply or not, thought himfelf obliged to fwear, that his

mother was at death's door. Being moved by charity, I went accompanied by Father

Stephen de Romano, who had fome fmall fkill in phyfic. By his means, and through

God's grace, Ihe foon recovered, and was confeffed. This lady was, to give her her due,

a very religious woman, and a great frequenter of the blefled facrament ; and befides,

one that upon many occafions, when the count her hufband and we were at variance,

would fend us divers refrefliments of oranges and lemons, and the like. The count

having obferved at a diltance the civility and kindnefs we fliewed to his wife, feemed

to be mightily pleafed with it. Thinking to take him in this good humour, I went up

to him, and defired him to excufe what I had ordered him to be made acquainted with,

having been thereto obliged by the duty of my funftion, and was for that end come
into his country. I Ukewife told him, that if he would needs follow his own inclinations,

he mufl be a pagan, and could not deferve the title of a Chriftian; and moreover

informed him what a ftrict account I had to give not only to my fuperiois, but alfo to

my own confcience, and therefore exhorted him to fubmit himfelf to the cenfures of the

church. I defired him to remember likewife how I had expofed my life for his good,

and that I could not but have a particular kindnefs for him, bting my fpiritual pupil.

This I fpoke to prevent his flying out into paflions and difdain, as he was wont to do

upon occafions of reproof.

From mid Lent to Whitfuntide the count had not been within the church-doors, except

fometimes incognito ; but generally flood at a diftance, whence he might fee the priefl

at the altar, and where he heard mafs. On Afcenfion-eve he fent to beg of me for the

love of God to abfolve him. I would have willingly complied with his requeft, but

was prevented by Father Benedidt, who alledged that it was by no means proper to take

him again into our communion, till the Hollanders had weighed anchor, and were gone.

On Whitfunday he fent a meffenger to me again, giving me to underfland, that his fub-

je£ls not feeing him appear in the church as formerly might probably rife in a tumult

;

to prevent which he propofed to agree to all I had required of him, provided I would
abfolve him. My anfwer was, that he fhould appear next morning at the fecond mafs,

dreffed in mourning like a penitent, and fhould moreover bring along with him all the

eledors, together with the two captains, the general, and great-captain. As I had com-
manded, fo it was performed. Thofe others that ought to have been prefent, and could

not come, were excufed upon fending proxies. Being all met, I addreffeJ myfelf to

the count, and endeavoured to make him fenfible what damage he might do to fo many
poor fouls as he was mafler of, by encouraging them to have commerce with heretics.

I remembered him alfo of the late affronts received from the Englifh, and indulged by
him. Upon hearing this and a great deal more, which I do not think neceffary to

repeat here, both the count and all the reft took an oath upon the holy Miffal, that

thev would fooner lofe their lives than fuller any Englifh fliip to enter any of their ports

again, which is obferved and performed even to this day. The penance I impofed upon
the count was that he by his authority fliould oblige three hundred of thofe that lived

in unlawful wedlock to marry. He gladly accepted the propofal, and afterwards entered

the church with great pomp and univerfal joy, and never in the leafl offended after.

The reconciled count not only perforriTied what had been enjoined him, but brought

over four hundred to the holy flate of matrimony. Amonglt the reft there was one

Mani, who not only married iiimfelf, but alfo caufed two fons, and as many daughters

of
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of his to do the like at the fame time. My companion Father Benedid obferving and
wondering at the great care and diligence the count employed in reducing fo many
ftrayed fouls to matrimony, cried out, " As long as all is fecure here, I will go on in

my miflion, and try what I can do with others abroad, by urging thefe good examples
to them." As he hoped, fo it came to pafs ; for In lefs than fix weeks he had caufed

above fix hundred to marry. This was a very laborious work, and put him into a vio-

lent fit of ficknefs two days journey from our houfe. As foon as I heard of his being

ill, I fent for him home ; but he would by no means comply with me, affirming, " That
a good foldicr ought to die with his fword in his hnntl :" and further, " That if he loft

that opportunity of recovering fo many poor fouls from perdition, he knew not when
he might have the like again offered him." His death not long after, together with my
being fick, put a ftop to fo great and fo good a work but juft begun.

It is necelfary here to inform you, that in the dominions of Sogno, thofe that are law-

fully married live with all manner of love and amiry together, and particularly the wo-
men, who are conftant to their huftjands, whether Blacks or Whites. The many years

that the Europeans have traded here, there has not been found one baftard among them,

which are neverthelefs fo frequent to be met with in other countries. Thefe women
have a particular averfion to heretics, as may be perceived by what follows. A Dutch
captain walking one day in this country, and obferving a married woman taking a pipe

of tobacco after the cultom of the country, fent his flave to her to defire her to let him
have a whiff. The good woman hearing the melfage, took her pipe out of her mouth,
and hugged it in her arms, and without anfwering a word proceeded on in her way.

The flave neverthelefs profecuted his mafter's requeft, and followed her, repeating often

what he had before required, till at length perceiving her obftinate and fixed in a refufal,

the better to incline her to refign the pipe to him, he gave her a box on the ear, threat-

ening her with worfe, if fhe perlifted in a denial. The woman notwithflanding bore all

patiently, and would not confcnt to gratify him, whatever he could do to her. I fhould

have told you, for tlic better underflanding of this, that it is a cuftom in this country,

that M hen any one obtains a pipe out of a woman's mouth, it is a probable earneft of

further favours. From hence may be learnt what a propenfity the women have to

chaftity in thefe parts, many of uhom meet together on the firl!: day of Lent, and oblige

themfelves to a ftrift continence till Eafter ; infomuch that if any one among them
fhould happen to deviate from the vow they had jointly engaged in, flie would immedi-

ately think herfclf guilty of a great fault, and confequcntly undergo voluntarily fome
fevere penance. They are likewife moft rigid obfervers of all falls enjoined by the

church, and which they will not tranfgrefs even where neceffity requires they fhould,

and in which cafes we are obliged to command them to do it to fave their lives.

At length my companion Father BenediiEl finding himfelf worfe and worfe, fent a

mefTenger to me to defire me to aflord him fome fuccour. I thereupon immediately

difpatched four flavcs belonging to the church, to brtng him in a net to the convent,

that being the eafieft way I could propofe to have him brought. The better to infure

the performance of my coiniiiands, I threatened the flaves with tranfportation, a thing

they are more than ordinarily afraid of, in cafe of difobedience or treachery. They
brouglit him foon after, and being arrived, he immediately entered upon a general con-

fefli'in of his fins, even from his youth upwards to that day. The malady he was

afllickd with was the gout, which, getting not long after into his ftomach, at once ended

both his life and his good adtions, which were many. His funeral obfequies were per-

formed fuitable to his characler, at which aiiifted the count with a vaft number of peo-

ple, I myfelf faying niafs, though I languifhed at that lime under a violent fever. Fa-

ther
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ther Benedict was a narive of our kingdom of Naples, though he firft received the habit

of the order of St. Francis in the Roman province. He was a public preacher in the

city of Rome, as likewife a conteffor to the nuns. The death of this good man may

well be faid to be lamented by all, fince the very birds and beads had their fhare of

concern at it : for it was to be obferved, that whilft the corps was upon the bier, it was

attended by feveral parrots and wild hens, which hovered about waiting till it (hould

be interred. A dog likewife that had belonged to the deceafed Father, miffing his

mafter after he was buried, would neither eat nor drink, but lay howling after an

extraordinary manner at the church-door. I gave him afterwards to the captam-general

to be tranfported into fome diftant ifland : but this availed little, for in lefs than a

month's time he returned, and placing himfelf at the door of the deceafed Father's

cell, continued to howl as before, till at length, having eat nor drank nothing for many

days, and being thereby quite famiflied, he groaned out a difmal farewell to his loving

mafter, and fo died.

It may not be here amifs to infert a certain quarrel that happened among the Negroes

in the fourth year of my miffion, and whilll the aforefaid Father was living ; but wherein

nobody was killed through the timely orders fent to prevent it. The difference was

this :— The captain-general, fon to the count's brother, being at variance with the

count's other nephew, fon to his fifter, while they were mutually provoking each other

with ill language, the latter happened to throw down the former, and falling a-top of

him, began to belabour him luftily with his fifts, which neverthelefs nobody faw. The

perfon aggrieved complained of this ufage to the count, who having heard him patiently,

at length faid to him, " What juftice would you have me to do between you two that

are fo riearly allied ?" The captain-general having received the like affront once before

from the countefs's brother, brifkly replied, *' What, would your excellency have me
put up this affront too ? No, it is not in my power, and I would have my enemies to

know that I am not fo much to be defpifed." This faid, he withdrew, and taking up

arms together with his other three brothers, he beat an alarm to challenge the count's

other two nephews to battle, who neverthelefs were not able to appear againft him with-

out the affiftance of their uncle's troops that were already gone all over to the captain-

general's fide ; and this caufed them not to appear at all.

The better to underftand the manner of challenging in this country, I muft acquaint

you that the Negroes, when they have any private quarrels among them, do not care

to decide the matter fingly, but each gets as many of his friends as he can together to

do it for him. When they are come to the appointed place, and drawn up in fight

of their adverfaries, they begin to argue the cafe coolly ; then proceed to abufing each

other with inveftives, till at length, their blood being fired by injurious language, they

fall to it helter-lkelter. Then their drums begin to beat confuifedly, which are made

of thin wood all of a piece, and in form like our great earthern jars. Thefe being

covered with a heart's (kin, are founded, not with little fticks, but with the hand, and

which make a much greater noife than our drums'do. They that have the ufe of guns,

after the firft onfet throw them away, having them more to fright than offend the

enemy. They fet them againft their breaft, without taking any aim, by which means

the balls generally fly over their enemies' heads, without doing them any harm ; for

they perceiving the flafli in the pan, are likewife accuftomed to fquat down, and after

having fo received the firing, rife up of a fudden, and run forwards. After they have

thus thrown away their fire-arms, they betake themfelves to their bows and arrows.

When they are at a diftance they fend their arrows up into the air, that by their falling

they may do their enemies the greater mifchief ; but when they are nearer, they flioot

them
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them in a direct line. They are wont fometimes to poifon their arrows, the wounds
made by which they recover by pifs. When the arrows fall, the adverfe party imme-
diately gathers them up to make ufe of them again. The fhort arms thev employ are

great and fmall knives, axes, and the like, which they buy of the Europeans. When
they come to engage, the perfons that are conquered become flaves to the conquerors,

if thev are taken ; and if not, they often kill themfelves for anger. In Congo, when
there are no priefts there, Chriftians make flaves of Chriflians, which they often do
upon very flight quarrels.

But to return from whence we have flrayed, let us go on with our ftory. After a
little while two electors, whereof one was the Mani Enguella, the count's coufm,
came up to the captain-general, who together with his friends flood v\ith their arms in

their hands, and endeavoured to pacify him. They fdund him fitting (uajeflically

under an umbrella, as it were a canopy; when with a more than khigly gravity, he
broke forth into thefe words :

" He that has a mind to fpeak with me, let him do it

profl;rate on the ground." This the two electors would by no means condefcend to

do, fmce that would be to make him no lefs than count. Whereupon the haughty
general leaped up in a paflion, and difpofed himfelf to a rebellion, marching with his

followers two days journey off from the city. His three brothers polled away imme-
diately to his government, which was a country given him by the count, in grati-

tude for having fupprefled a dangerous rebel, who called himfelf Duke of Bamba of
Sogno. Hither he was foon after to follow, but was happily prevented by our inter-

pofmg ; for had he gone, the confequence might have been no fmall prejudice to the

count. The arms and ammunition he carried along with him were feveral fmall field-

pieces, three hundred mufquets, thirty barrels of powder, a great number of bous,
arrows, and the like, with great quantities of provifions. The manner of our inter-

pofing was this :— On All-Saints' day, after the firft mafs, the count came to me with

concern in his countenance, and told me wliat a rebellion was raifed ag;iinft him. 1

anfwered, that as foon as I obferved the firil motions amongll the people, I leaped

forth of my cell, and went to enquire what was~the matter. I was acquainted that the

Baretti (fo the family of thefe rebels was called) were got together to divert themfelves.

To which I replied, that their exercife did not at all feeni to me to he tending that way
;

but I rather fuppofed it to be occafioned by fome contentions among them. Having
then the chalice in my hand to fay the fecond mafs, and being fmiewhat miftruitful

that this might arife from the captain-general's influence, I caufcd it to be enquired

into when he had been at church, and was informed that he was prefent at the firil

mafs. Now if this had been true, I had foon prevented all future mifcarriages ; but

being impofed upon, I could not. I then offered the count to lio w liat in mc hy to

quiet the diiturbance, and promifed to go find out the captain-general for that purpofe.

Hereupon my net was fpeedily got ready, and I fet forth, but had not gone above three

or four miles before I was flopped by a guard of foldie-s, wiio t.(.ild me I fliould go no
farther. This caufed me to come out of the net to know the reafon, thinking when
they faw me they would let me pafs ; but I found it quite othervvife. I afl^ed their

commander it he knew me, he aniwered, " This pofl was afligned me to let nobody
pafs whatfoever, and Your Reverence never yet baptized me, nor have I confefled to

you." Then I went to go on, but this captain fell down on his knees, and hindired

me. I believed pofitively that this was an act of humiliation atid lubmiflion, it being

the Blacks' cullom always to fpeak upon their knees to the priefls and their lords.

But fee how I was miflakcn, for as I ofl^ered to go forward, he clapped the butt-end of

his mufquet to his fliouldcr, and was about to fire af me, which I perceiving, retired,

and
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and giving a fmall crucifix to one of the foldiers, bid him to carry it to the captain-

general, as a token that I was coming to fpealc with him. In the mean-time I took to

another road, which although it was three miles about, yet by the grace of God I got

to Chitomba before midnight. In our way we palled through feveral villages, whofe

inhabitants were all fled to the fea-fhore ; therefore not finding any-body to relieve my
poor net-men, as they expetted, they were forced to carry me patiently, without reft-

ing a minute, for fear of lofing time. Manichitombo fent me word that he would have

me come on no forwarder, lell I fliould lofe my way in a huge wood, which I muft

neceffarily pafs through, and which I might very well do in the night-time : and more-

over that if I continued at Chitombo, he would come and wait on me there.' My
anfwer was, that if he had a mind to fliow himfelf an obedient fpiritual fon to me, he

fhould continue where I was till I had known the count's farther pleafure in the matter
;

and I withal requefted of him, that the letters I fliould fend for that purpofe might not

be intercepted by any of his faftion ; and to th? end they might be able to diftiinguifli

which they were, I let him know that I would order them to be carried aloft upon a

pole. Whilfl; I was in expeftation of an anfwer from the count, Manichitombo's bro-

ther and fecretary fent me my crucifix again, and withal gave me to underftand that

his brother would not have me by any means to give myfelf the trouble to come to him,

for that he would comply with me in all I defired and came about ; and therefore

begged of me to pray for him and his friends. Having this anfwer from the captain-

general, I thought it to no purpofe to fl:ay any longer at Chitombo ; and therefore I

immediately fet out for Sogno again, and arrived there about midnight. Next morning

I ordered my interpreter to go and acquaint the count what I had done ; but though

he feemed to comply with my commands, yet did he not neverthelefs obey them, fear-

ing to fall under difgrace thereby ; for it is common among the Blacks to fufpect what

the interpreters tell them, if there be not a priefl: by to confirm it, and fometimes fuch

nieflengers have been taken and puniflied barely upon fuipicion. When I came to

underft;and this, I went to the count myfelf, and having informed him of all that had

happened, he feemed in fome meafure to be pacified ; however defired to be fatisfied

in two queilions. The firfl: was, why I had not excommunicated the captain for having

fo impudently fet up his ftandard againfl: his fovereign : and the fecond was, that he

defired to know of me what punifliment fo great an ofi'ender deferved. As to the firfl-,

I anfwered, that I could not have excommunicated him for two reafons :—firfl:, becaufe

he had not rebelled againfl: the church ; and fecondly, in that he complied with my
demands, which I prefumed were for His Excellency's benefit. As to the count's fe-

cond quefl.ion, I plainly perceived that it was both defigning and politic ; for could he

have procured me to declare the captain-general a rebel, he would have foon had him

caught, and ftruck off his head. But I thank God, being aware of his intentions, I

prudently avoided them, telling His Excellency in a jefting way, that 1 would fend the

little boy (a youth that had been brought up in our convent, and whom the count

dearly loved) to fatisfy him in that quefUon. This caufed all the ifanders-by to laugh,

and I myfelf was not a little pleafed that I had • avoided anfwering to fo enfnaring a

demand. The third or fourth day after, the governor of Chioua, the count's eldefl:

fon, appeared with a powerful army which he had raifed to defend his father. • This

perfon at his firfl: coming was indeed extremely courteous and humble ; but he after-

wards foon became proud and haughty. How much pains we took to reconcile thefe

two difagreeing parties, need not be exprefled. In a word, we happily compofed the

diflenfions between them, and we thought the captain-general had agreed to appear only

with his three brothers. But wherever the miftake was, he came at the time appointed,

attended
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attended by his whole army, which having drawn up before our church, in fight of

that of the Mani of Chioua, he waited for the count's coming to give him a remiflion

of his crime. 1 fixed my eyes upon the muhitude, and could not imagine what the

event of this interview would be. I told the count's fecond fon, that was then in our
convent, that in my opinion it was not at all proper for his father to appear in any
paflion at this juncture. He anfwered, that the way to meet one that came to a(k par-

don after this manner, was to come with bullet in mouth, and the mufquet ready to

receive it. " Not fo fall, fir," quoth I, " perhaps I may find a remedy." Then I

went and fpoke to the captain-general's fecretary, who of all his brothers was the wifefl

and mod prudent. I told him my fentiments concerning the hoftile appearance of fo

great a number of men, and his anfu er was, that they fhould be all fent home to their

houfes, which was the fame day performed. Of all this I immediately informed the

count, and he appointed the four brothers to appear before him next morning, without

any attendants. They accordingly came, and three leathern chairs being fet out before

our church, one for the count, another for me, and a third for the captain-general,

the count after his wonted humble manner, took the left hand. After a little while

the captain-general, making three low bows to the count, humbly acknowledged his

offence, and received pardon. When this was done, the count ftarted up, and nodd-
ing his head with a fierce countenance, to fhow he was not altogether pleafed with what
had pafled, and turning towards me faid, " Is there any thing more. Father, that you
defire of me ? are you fatisfied ? are you contented ?" Which having fpoke, he in a

kind of pafiion left us. Happy was it for thefe four that I had interpofed ; for otherwife

they would not have recovered their former ports, as they did. Nor was it a matter of

fmall labour to get the captain, the fecretary, and the other lieutenants reflored. Yet
I obferved with admiration that the count laid hold of this opportunity to put feveral

Manis from their governments, who depended on the captain-general, and among the

reft, thofe that had commands neareft his Banza, putting into their places fuch as he
moft confided in, retrenching by degrees his exorbitant power : and thus the general

was humbled, his mafter fatisfied, and the people quieted.

Having given an account of this rebellion of a nephew againft his uncle, I will conclude

this firll part with that of a fon againft his father a Portuguefe, and the dreadful punifli-

ment God inflicted upon him for his difrefpeft to his parents : a paffage no lefs dread-

ful than memorable, and which may fcrve for a warning to unruly pcrfons to be more
refpeftful to thofe, nature and the law of God have placed over them. Some few days

before the arrival of the Fathers-miflioners, F. Andrew da Pavia and F. Angelo Fran-

cifco of Milan, at the miifion of Sogno, as fliall appear hereafter, a run-away foldier em-
barked at Loanda for this place aboard a Dutch fhip, in order to pafs into the kingdom
of Loango, and thence into Europe. He, though he arrived at Sogno, fuccecded not

in his defigns, as he projeftcd ; for being often rejected by the Dutch, he was left for-

faken upon that point of the river called El Padron, the landing-place of the aforefaid earl-

dom. This place being on one fide hemmed in by the river, and on the other by the

waves of the vaft ocean, and the land being covered vvith a thick wood of Mango trees,

he durft not ftir one ftep in that intricate labyrinth. He often dcfircd the heathen fiftiers

reforting thither from the kingdom of Angoij, and the Sognefe Chriftians to carry him
into their countries ; but both of them excufed themfelves, alledging they could not do
it without their maftcrs leave. He having nothing but his fword, thought to prevail by
force, which they perceiving, forfook the place, for fear of embroiling themfelves with

the Portuguefe, and to flum him that took their fifli away, and abuled them. The
wretch being in this condition, furroundcd with misfortunes, faw the two aforementioned

VOL. x\i. »i M Fathens
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Fathers coming from"Angola, and conceived hopes they would relieve and condudl him

to their houfe, hunger opp; jiling him. Coming out to meet them, and perceiving they

did not fo much as look at him, but went away without fpeaking a word, he cried out,

" Fathers, I fly to your compaiiion, and defire to be received by you." " We cannot,"

replied they, " banifh that charity from our hearts which is due to all men like our-

felves ; but God forbid that at our firll appearance among thefe new converted Chrif-

tian Blacks, we fliould introduce with us the example of a moft enormous wicked aftion

committed by a white Chriftian as you are." Thus they left him forfakcn in that place.

The cafe was thus :—This wretch had give a full loofe to all his lewd inclinations, and

being often reprimanded by his father, he never took the leaft notice. On the con-

trary, to remove all obilacles that hindered his proceeding in his wicked courfes, he

refolved to deftroy him of whom he had received his being. Accordingly he inhu-

manly fired a pilfol at his father, the bullet whereof hitting him on the forehead

without any hurt, rebounded back upon the fon, and wounded him forely, who,

as he was, took fanftuary in a church ; but fearing the punifliment he deferved, endea-

voured to make his efcape with the Hollanders, as has been faid. The moft remark-

able thing in this curfed aftion was, that the ablefl: furgeons could never heal his

wound, the flefh ever remaining^ raw, as a brand on his forehead for fo barbarous an

aftion, and an example to all others to dread committing the like inhumanity. As I

was going by water to the kingdom of Angoij, I faw him walking with a fword in his

hand inftead of a ftaff; and he called to the feamen, who were his countrymen, but

durft not come near becaufe the governor of Angolo would have punifhed them feverely,

had they prefumed to tranfport a run-away foldier.

To the former I will add one paffage more, well known to all this earldom, where

the witneffes to it are ftill living ; it was thus :—A certain Chriftian being often admo-

nifhed by one of our miflioners to leave his wicked courfe of life, he was fo far from it,

that running on in his lewd courfes, he fcofted at him. This man being one day to

pafs a river with two companions, he was vifibly taken up by an invifible hand into the

air. One of his companions going to take hold of him by the feet, had fuch a cuff

given him, that he fell down in the boat, and the offender was feen no more, the two

companions being left to proclaim what had happened all the country about.

But fmce I have fpoken of a fon that was lb ill a liver, I will conclude with other

children born in this black Ethiopia, to the aftonifhment of thofe that beheld and gave

an account of them. One of thefe came from his mother's womb with a beard and all

his teeth ;
perhaps to Ihew he was born into the world grown old in vice. A white and

a black child were alfo born at one birth ; and a black woman brought forth a child

quite white. Thus I conclude this fir ft part with three wonderful births.

PART II.

"pTHIOPIA, fo called either from Ethiops the fon of Vulcan, or from the Greek
word aitho, I burn, according to Pliny's opinion, who expreffes it thus, Namfoits

vicinitate ejus regionis incola torrentur. Ap. Diction. 7 Lingu. : and which either by
means of its fcorching fands, the nature of the climate, the oddnefs of the food, and va-

riety of the daily diet, produces nothing but blacknefs among its own native inhabitants,

3 may
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may with good reafon be termed the dark and difmal tomb of Europeans, and the fatal

grave of white people. The blacknefs of thefe footy nations, fome will have to be
caufed by the climate, or ncarnefs to the fun ; but others, with more reafon, derive it

from their original, family and defcent : for Sevil being in about 38 degrees of north
latitude, produces white people. Near the river of Plate, in the fame latitude fouthward,

the men are of a chefnut, and rufty iron colour ; and near the Cape of Good Hope,
which though more eaftward, is in the fame latitude, the natives are quite black as

pitch. And therefore with Cardan we may fay, the blacknefs does not proceed from
the temper of the climate, but from the race. Ut videatifur, Jlirpe poiius quavi aeris

natura talcs evadere. Card, de Variet. lib. ii. c. iv. Which the poet confirms thus :

Sanguine turn credunt in corpora fumma vocato,

jEthiopura populos nigrum traxifle colorem. Or id. Met. lib. ii. v. 235.

S. Ifidorus, quoted by the mofl: illuftrious and mofl learned Monfigneur Paolo Arefi

in his Jlflays, is of opinion, that the Ethiopians are delcended from Chufh thefon of

Ham, curfed by Noah for his unbecoming curiofity in looking upon his father's naked-

nefs. Certijfunum cjl or'iginem ingrcdlri non a rcgione, ut haStenus exijlimaium eft obJolts

ardor€s,fed aJlirpe ctfanguine Chits prcvcnire.

In the fecond year of my miffion, I fell fick of a violent fever in Ethiopia, infomuch

that I found my ilrength to fail me fo fail, that I thought it but prudence to prepare for

my lafl mifTion into another world. The remedy we Europeans make ufe of here upon
thefe occafions, is, to let almofl all our blood out of our veins, and to replenifli them
with fuch as the iood of the country produces, which being more connatural to the cli-

mate, agrees heft with us. And if it pleafes God to fpare life, it is no lefs painful, or

requires any fliorter time to recover ; for days and months pafs away in accufloming

the body to the uniifual food, but it is the work of two or three years, with continual

care and application, to re-eflabli(h health. If the probability of this be queftioncd, I

appeal for confirmation of it to Father Cavazzi da Montecuccolo in his Hiftorical De-
fcriptions before-mentioned, where he fpeaks of it in many places, viz. in his fird book,

p. 146, in his third, p. 330, &c.

If the torments this fever occafioned my body were fo grievous, much more muft

they needs be to my foul, fince I had only the poor lay-brother Leonard to adminiftcr

the facraments to mc : who neverthelefs in temporals was as ferviceable as I could expedl

or wilh, but in fpirituals could only fprinkle me now and then with holy water, and call

fometime? for me on the names of Jefus and Mary.

Wiiilrt; I was thus labouring under an uncertainty, whether I fliould live or die, an

envoy was introduced to me from the King of Caconga, who writ me word, that both

he and his v.^hole kingdom were difpofed to receive our holy faith, and therefore defired

I would make what haftc I could to him to have thofe good intentions accompliflicd.

At that time 1 was ignorant that the count of Sogno had married his filler to this King,

on condition that he fliould embrace the Chrifiian communion, but which not long

after I was acquaiated with by the faid count himfclf. This good news I mull own was

no fmall relief to my malady, though it did not abfolutely recover me. 1 therefore

entreated His Excellency the count, that he would pleafe to fuppiy the want of ability

in mc, and give the envoy an anfwtr wliich might demoiiRrate my gratitude, and great

obligations to his mafler for his propofal.

liiis King fent afterwards to our count to offer him the ifland of Zariacacongo, which

being neareft !o his dominions might be better governed by him, and continued in

the Chrifiian religion when once planted there. With the melfenger that brought
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this offer, I difpatched another to the King, to let him know that for the prefent I

was extremely ill ; and befides that there was no other miflioner throughout the count's

doir.inions befides myfelf, but that if God in his infinite mercy fhould pleafe to fpare

my life, I would take fuch care that he fhould be ferved in his requeft, either by

me or fome other. I defired His Majefty moreover to order the governor of the

ifland, that whenever any of my interpreters ihould come there, to fet up a crofs as an

original fign of Chriflianity, he would permit them to do it without moleftation. I

likewife begged of His I\lajert;y to affign fome place in his dominions for a church

to be built. All I had fo defired, was punctually granted not long after by this

good King, who teftified a more than ordinary inclination to fee me ; but which my
weaknefs, occafioned through the great lofs of blood I had undergone, hindered

me from obeying him in. One of our Fathers being come to me, fet forward im-

mediately to forward fo good a work, as the converfion of a whole kingdom ; who
coming to Bomancoij, a city on the other fide of the river Zaire, and metropolis of

the kingdom of Angoij, heard that the King was dead, and a new one eledled. This

caufed him immediately to return homewards, employing himfelf by the way in other

miflions among the iflands belonging to Sogno : he thought it not amifs to touch at the

ifland of Zariacacongo, to pry into the difpofitions of that people ; and finding a crofs

ereded amongfl: them, he took thence an occafion to aflc them, " If they defired to be

Chriftians ?" The governors anfwered, " That they could not receive any new law

without leave from the prefent King ; which if he would grant, they were mofl: ready

to embrace it." There were not wanting fome among them that faid fcoffingly, " When
we are fick forfooth, the wood of this crofs will recover us !" This they fpoke, I fup-

pofe, by the inftigation of the wizards, who knew well enough that the Chriftian

religion fhould be no fooner efiablifhed there, but they would be perfecuted ; and

therefore, no doubt, thought it advifeable to oppofe it. The Father having done all

he could to pleafe them, and finding his endeavours ineffeftual, left them till a more

favourable opportunity offered itfelf. The count finding thefe iflanders to oppofe the

commands of their late King, refolved to compel them by force to perform them, and

confequently fet out againll them with an army for that purpofe ; and we feeing it in-

volved in troubles, thought fit to put off our going thither till another time.

This ifland is none of the fmalleft, and fituate in the midfl: of the river Zaire. It

abounds with all forts of provifions, and great numbers of inhabitants. It is plain,

raifed eight fathom above the water, and is divided from the kingdom of Congo by a

river, over which there is a bridge.

About the end of the fifth year of my miffion, arrived at our convent the two

Milanefe Fathers formerly mentioned, viz. Father Andrew da Pavia (who was appointed

fuperior in my flead) and Father Angelo Francifco da Milano ; together with a lay-

brother, one Giulio d'Orta. They brought along with them feveral refrefltments from

Europe, whereby having greatly comforted me, I began to recover my ftrength, info-

much that I refolved fpeedily to fet forth in my milHon, but knew not well whither to

go. If I went to Chiovachianza, I was afraid I fhould not fucceed there, by reafon,

as Father Leonard told me, they had not feen the face of a priefl for many years ; and

moreover, fince they had had any among them, they had been fubdued, as I told

you before, by Simatamba. And if I went to the new King of Cacongo, I diflrufled

my fecurity there, becaufe he had never invited me. At length it was the advice of

all, rather to repair and fupport what had been already built, than to think of laying

a new foundation in another place, and the rather, becaufe there was nd extraordinary

underflanding between the count of Sogno and the new ICing of Cacongo, although

the
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the count had given him his vote as one of his electors. I was neverthelefs not yet re-

folved to go for Chiovachianza, having heard what happened there to one of our order,

who coming thither from Sogno, and being for that reafon ill-looked upon, did little

or no good ; and befides, happening to take a fmall quantity of Talk, wherewith that

country greatly abounds, he was taken and clapped up into prifon, befides other ill-

ufage oflered him ; and was at length releafed, more out of covetoufnefs than either

charity or juftice. Notwithftanding this confideration, I was at laft prevailed upon to

go : for this purpofe I refolved to carry with me interpreters of the befi: quality I could
get ; and therefore procured, though with feme difficulty, the Count don Stephano's

fon, a perfon extremely beloved throughout thefe dominions, together with the fecre-

tary and his brother, both nephews to the prefent count, and who have been mentioned
by me before. Having got all things in readinefs for fo long and dangerous a journey,
taking up four or five days at leaft, the interpreters thought themfelves obliged, ac-

cording to the cuftom of the country, to go and afk their lord and mafter's benedic-

tion : which he gave them with a pleafmg countenance ; but neverthelefs could not
help fiiying, " What, will you leave your prince to hunt after Bonghi (the money
of that country) r" to which they readily anfwered, that they were going in the fervice

of God, and not in fearch after Bonghi. This did not pais fo fecretly but it came to

my ears, and which I obferved to have had that effect upon the before-mentioned
perfons, that I refolved to alter my refolutions, and inftead of Chiovachianza, to em-
bark iur Angoij, and thence to go to Cacongo.

If it was not my good fortune to go to Chiovachianza myfelf, give me leave to tell

you who did. We had a certain native of Congo, whom we had bred up in our con-

vent from a youth. This perfon being very virtuous, and of a more than ordinary

capacity, our friars caufed him to be made a prieft for the benefit of Chriltianity, to

the end that being naturally more proper to bear fatigue and labour than they, he
might be fent out on a million where they could not go. liim we forthwith difpatched

to the above-mentioned country, where in a few days he baptized above five thoufond

children. Having remained there for fome time, and worked like a faithful labourer

m his Lord's vineyard, at the requeft of our Fathers, he obtained a canonfliip in the

bifliopric of Loanda in the kingdom of Angola, where he now refides, with a great

deal of honour due to his behaviour and character.

I went to wait on the count to take leave of him, telling him, that I had in fome
meafure been hindered from making my miffion by land, and therefore I was re-

folved to perform it fpeedily by fea. His anfwer was little to the purpofe, which
neverthelefs favoured more of craft than any thing elfe. He told me, that fmce
my departure was fo hidden, he could only furniih me with a brace of goats, and
fome pulfe.

I embarked, and the firfl: port I touched at was Capinda in the kingdom of Angoij,

where the Portuguefe trade all the year, as do the Dutch. I was no fooher landed,

but I fet about my fpiritual employment
;

yet whatever pains 1 took, and however I

inculcated the truth, 1 could gain ovtr but one fingle perfon, whom 1 baptifed. 1 con-

felfcd fevcral Chriflians that came thither about bufmefs, together with fome Flemifh

Catholics th;it lived there. I continued afliore all the day to fay mafs ; at which
affided not only the Roman Catholics, but the Pagans, elpecially the women of thefe

laft, who were fo well pleafed with the pifture of the Virgin Mary, that they clapped

their hands after their manner of devotion, and cried out in their language, " F.guandi

Xiambiabungu magotti, benchi, benchi !" that is, " Vhis is mo'.her of God, O how
beautiful fhc is!" Which faid, they all lell on their knees and worfhipped her. This
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aft of tendernefs fo wrought upon me, that it quickly brought tears of joy into my
eyes, to fee fo much devotion and acknowledgment in fo ignorant a people.

Angoij is a kingdom rather in name than hi dominions, being but a very fmall ter-

ritory. Here formerly a certain Mani happening to marry a Mulatta, daughter to a

very rich Portuguefe, his father-in-law would needs make him King of Angoij ; and

for that purpofe caufed him to rebel againft the Kmg of Cacongo his lawful fovereign.

The manner in fliort was thus :— The King of Congo having fent a governor, or

viceroy, to govern the kingdom of Loango ; that perfon being rather ambitious to

reign abfolutely, than rule under another, got himfelf to be proclaimed King of all

that country ; and moreover, took in fo much more land belonging to his mafter, that

his dominions are at prefent extremely large, and wholly independent of Congo.

Cacongo lying in the middle between Congo and Loango, that Mani declared himfelf

neuter, and fet himfelf up for King of Angoij, rebelling againft his lawful fovereign

the King of Cacongo.

The kingdom of Loango lies in five degrees and a half of fouth latitude. The
Chriftian religion was firft planted there in the year 1663, by the labour and diligence

of one Father Ungaro a friar of our order. This pious Father had run through divers

countries and kingdoms, when at lart: coming to Sogno, and lodging in our convent,

a Portuguefe traveller happening to come that way, was very courteoufly received and

relieved by him, infomuch that in a little while they had contracted a great friendlhip

together. After fome time the Portuguefe went his way, and coming to Loango, re-

lated to that King the great integrity and honefty he had found in this Capuchin u-.if-

fioner. The King giving credit to what he told him, was eahly induced to fend two of

his younger fons to Sogno, to be niftructed by this perfon in the principles of the

Chriltian religion ; which, after they had well been, and baptized, they were fent back

to the King their father.

Thefe princes confirming the charaQer the Portuguefe had given of Bernardino Un-
garo, the King had a great defire to fee fo good a man, and keep him always with

him ; and therefore wrote forthwith to the governor of Angola to fend him to him.

This governor having obtained leave of the then fisperior, Father John Maria da Pavia,

difpatched him accordingly to Loango, without any manner of delay : where arriving

foon after, and having inftru(Sed the King and Queen for fome few days, he proceeded

to baptize them both, and then to marry them after the manner of our church. His

next bufinefs was to baptize the King's eldeft fon, and after him fucceflively the whole
court, which confiiled of above three hundred perfons. In a word, within the fpace

of a year that he lived there, he had baptized upwards of twelve thoufand people.

At laft this zealous miflioner finding himfelf opprefled with a grievous indifpofition,

and believing that he fliould not live long, fent for our lay-brother Leonard ; who
coming not long after to him, the pious Father died the fame morning he arrived, well

provided, as we may imagine, of merits for another world. The good King hearing

this, and being defirous to keep up what he had fo happily begun, fent brother Leo-

nard to the atorefaid fuperior to acquaint him with Ungaro 's death, and to defire of

him to fend him fpeedily another niiirioncr ; but however, thefe his good intentions

were afterwards difappointed by a rebellion raifed againft him by a kii.fman, who being

ambitious of his crown, and having been aililled by fome apoliate Catholics, deprived

the good King of his life. This King's extraordinary zeal for propagating of the

Chriitian religion, appears, in that he has been often heard to ftiy, " that he would
fhed his deareft blood in the defence of it."

The
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The tyrant and ufurper that difpoflefled him, lived not long after to enjoy his ill-

gotttcn throne, but was fnatched away from it by a fuddcn death. This wicked per-

fon being dead, another Ch.ridian King arofe, who, though he did all he could, by the

help of one Capuchin, to promote what had been begun by Father Ungaro, yet was
he not able to bring his intentions about, and that for want of more miflioners ; where-

fore this kingdom remains at prefent, as formerly, buried in idolatry. In my time

were feveral attempts made to recover our intercft there, though to no purpofe
; yet

there is now a greater probability of fucceeding in it than ever, the prefent King having

prohibited the heretics to traffic within his dominions, by reafon that they had fold his

fubjecls firearms, which he imagined might in time prove prejudicial to him.

I never heard there was any Chriftian prince that reigned in the kingdom of An-
goij, that country having been always uihabited by a fort of people extremely given

to forcery and magic, and who have likevvife ever been profefled enemies to the people

of Sogno and Cacongo. Before I left thofe countries, thofe miflioners I had left be-

hind me in Sogno, writ me word that the count had declared war againfl Angoij

;

and having conquered that King, had taken all his guns, arms, and ammunition from
him, vowing withal never to fuffer any perfon to enjoy any office or dignity in that

kingdom, unlefs he were a Chridian. This put me in mind of the faying of the

Chrifl;ian poet Claudian,

Afperius nihil ell luimili cum furgit in altiim. Eutrop. lib. i. v. 181.

And I believe the chiefeft motive of the King of Cacongo's feeking the count's friendfliip,

was to have the people of Angoij kept under, he being a kind of check upon them.

Whilft I continued at Capinda, I obferved a foit of fifhing which I never faw elfe-

where. The fifliermen threw into the fea a large net with weights, which having long

canes fixed to it at equal diftances from each other, by their bobbing down fiiew when
there is any filh taken ; this net has large mefhes only to detain the- great fi(h. It is

made of thread of a certain root, which being beaten, becomes like unto our hemp*.

I faw all along thefe fhores oyfter-lhells lie in great numbers ; and being defirous to

find thofe with oyfters in them, although the Negroes would not direft us, we foon

loaded our boat. We found them lying one upon another in great heaps, and

refembling a rock : it requires no great itrength to loofe them, but only a little

Ihaking.

I had here an opportunity to fee the civet-cats, called by the natives Nzime, and by

the Portuguefe, Gatte d'Angeli^. This country abounds with them, and they are

fold in great numbers to the Whites. They are white and black, and of about the

bigncfs and make of a large cat. The civet is taken from the male, when fhut up in

a cage, by catching him by the tail that he may not turn ; and then fkimming the

fweat off from his limbs with a kind of fpoon. There are other forts of wild cats,

which are called by the natives Nzfusi.

l"he mofl civilized habit here is a piece of cotton thrown over their fhoulders, and

another girt about their loins ; which they purchafe in exchange for flaves and ivory

:

others content thcmfelves with a fhort apron, only to fliew they are Gentiles. They
wear a little horn about their necks, hanging like a jewel ; and which tliey anoint every

full moon with an oil that their wizards give them, and afterwards bind them about

with divers fpells. They wear their hair according to their quality : the Queen that 1

* What our autlior tells for a wonder, is now very common, for all draw-nets have corks fixed at an

<equal didance to do the fame ofHcc.

faw.
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faw, had hers fliaved clofe on the crown, and little tufts left all round on the fides.

Others have it left in a circle like that of a monk, and others have theirs plaited down
in points towards their foreheads and their necks, infomuch that if there were the lead

ftraggling hairs, they would be cut away, and the reft (haved clofe to the head.

The houfes for the moft part are of reeds, whereof fome are built round, and others

fquare ; they are generally fuch iniferable huts that they are rather fit to receive infecls,

wherewith this country abounds, than to afford a tolerable habitation for men. The
houfe of the Mafucca, receiver of the Whites, though it was built with the fame ma-
terials, yet was it neverthelefs very large and well-contrived, having feveral arched

rooms, within each of which were two fmall brafs-cannons, which, togetlier with two
great ones at the gate, made in all eighteen. Thefe cannons they had got in exchange

for Negroes, ivory, and the like, froni the Whites. The King's palace feemed to me
not unlike the foregoing. What moved my wonder moft was, the governor of Boman-
goij's houfe, which at a diftance feemed to be a well-fortified citadel encompaffed with

walls, and unlike the workmanfhip of the Blacks ; but as you come nearer you find

its walls to be only compofed of large ftakes (palifadoes) ftuck into the ground, five

thick, and then raddled up to the top with others of the fame bignefs ; within there

were two large ways, which fubdivided into feveral lefler paths. The rooms are all

hung M ithin with a delicate fort ot mats, made of oziers of divers colours. It feemed

to me a ridiculous thing neverthelefs, that their houfes Ihould be but of ftraw, ftakes,

and oziers, and yet defended with brafs guns.

The people here, for want of laws to prevent it, take as many wives as they pleafe ;

and flie commands the reft who beft pleafes her hufband, but he has always a power
to put her away as well as the reft. The ladies of the blood-royal have a liberty to

chufe for themfelves what man [they pleafe, whether noble or a plebeian ; but woe be
to that man that happens to difappoint them in their expedations, for they have like-

wife abfolute power of life or death. Whilft I was in this city, one of thefe ladies

fent a young woman to be fold to the Portuguefc, ftridly commanding her guardian

to let her go at any price, but not to difpofe of her to any but Whites. Her crime it

feems was a bare fufpicion of being too familiar with the faid lady's hufband. Thofe
women that receive ftrangers into their houfes are obliged by a barbarous cuftom to

admit them to their embraces for a night or two, depriving their hufbands of that right

in the mean-time. Where weCapuchin miflioners come, our interpreters immediately
give notice, that no woman may come within our doors.

Thefe people abound fo in fuperftition, that it would fcarce be believed by any but
thofe who faw it ; and to go about to prevent it would be to little purpofe, fince the

chief among them are fuch as encourage it. I declined feeing the King although I

had made him prcfents, and he had returned the favour, by reafon I had been told

that he wore enchanted bracelets on his arms, and had divers other magic charms
about his body, refolving at my return both to vifit and make him fenfible, if poifible,

of the curfed ftate he was in without repentance. Whilft I was here I heard feveral

proclamations made publicly by the wizards, that all thieves and robbers fhould fpeedily

make reftltution, or they would have recourfe to their arts to difcover them. I faw
likewife at a diftance an oath adminiftered, which, that it might be done with the
greater efficacy, it was propofed to be taken in the prefence of their idol ; this hobgob-
bling refembled in fome meafure a mountebank's merry-andrew, having a divers-

coloured vcft on, and a red cap on its head, and ftanding on a little table. As foon
as the company that ftood round in a ring faw me, they immediately difperfed and hid
their idol. This they did not out of any fear of us, by reafon that being pagans we

4 had
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had no jurifdicllon over them, but becaufe (faid they) the prefence of a prieft deprives

them of the power of afting. Before the gates of their houfes almofl; all have one of

thefe idols, whereof I have feen fome five or fix foot high, others are fmaller, but both

are generally clouterly carved ; they place them likewife in the fields where they are

never worfhipped but on account of finding out fome theft, for which the thief when
difcovered muft die. They that keep idols in their houfes, every firft day of the moon
are obliged to anoint them with a fort of red wood powdered, as was faid above. At
the appearance of every new moon, thefe people fall on their knees, or elfe cry out,

{landing and clapping their hands, " So may I renew my life as thou art renewed." If

it happen that the air is cloudy at that time, then they do nothing, alledging that that

planet has loll: his virtue. This fort of devotion is obferved moftly by women. As I

was travelling over hills and valleys to tranfport myfelf to Congo, I chanced to light

upon a place where they were invoking of evil fpirits ; the place was a poor, wretched,

defpicable hut built on a fmall rifing ground ; on one fide hung two coarfe nafty aprons

which flunk fo that they were enough to flrike any one down that came near them.

In the middle of this hut was a wall raifed about two foot with mud and dirt, behind

which flood the wizard to pronounce his fallacious oracles on account of the prince of

darknefs. He had on his head a tuft of feathers varioufly woven, and in his hand
two long knives without fheaths. Having a mind to enter this temple of the devil's,

I perceived a very large fire before me, but neverthelefs found fo infupportable a
flench that all my fenfes were in a manner taken from me. I refolved notwithftanding

to proceed, arming myfelf frequently with the fign of the crofs, and recommending
my protection to the Almighty. Whilll I was endeavouring to go forward, for you
muft imagine the (link was no fmall obftacle, I heard a great number of the poor

deluded pagans come murmuring and muttering behind me, exclaiming againft my
rude attempt to enter their hellifh tabernacle. This prevented my going any further,

fearing I might otherwife provoke their blind rage to do me a mifchief. But to return

to my fubjedl.

'When I had continued fome time at Capinda, the Mafucca told me he had orders

from the King of Congo, that whenever any Capuchin friars appeared in thoie parts,

he fhould fend them to him. I anfwered, that coming from Sogno I knew not if I

fhould be well received or not. The Mafucca replied, " I will write to know His
Majefty's picafure, and I advife Your Reverence to write likewife." I afked him how
many days journey the King was off from thence ; he anl'wered me, " three by water,

and four by land." " If it be fo," added I, " I will write." Then I confidered with

myfelf, that if I did go I might lofe opportunity of the return of my boat from
Loango to tranfport me further, according to my intentions, and therefore I refolved

not to go. To this purpofe I writ to His Majcfty, humbly fiippofing, that he was
indifferent whether I came to him or not ; and therefore having fet out from Sogno
with no other defign but to go to the kingdom of Cacongo, 1 was preparing fpeedily

to go thither. Coming to an anchor not long after in a port of that kingdom, I dif-

patched a letter to the King, acquainting him that I was the perfon that had received

lb many favours from his predeceflbr, having been fent for by him to Sogno to preach

the gofpel, and that then being greatly indifpofed 1 could not poflibly wait upon him
according to his commands. This letter was contrived by me to be prefented him by
two perfons, the one a White, namely, one Ferdinando Gomez, a Portuguefe, whom
I did not care to truft wholly, by reafon I knew him to be covetous, and therefore fent

another with him who was a Black, and a relation to the faid Kmg. To him 1 con-

fjgned a prefent to His Majefly, which was a cryflal crown, and another of blue glafs
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for the Queen. This prefent was fo well received by the King, that as a token of his

being pleafed, he took it and put it on his head, which not a little furprized the

ftanders-by, they having a law amongfl: them that prohibits their King wearing any'

thing that comes from the Whites, which law they call Chegilla ; His Majefty never-

thelefs difpenfed with this law, telling the people that this crown had been lent him by
his Capuchin Father, and that therefore he highly prized it, and commanded his

Queen to do the like by hers ; he then ordered my meflengers to be treated with all the

civility imaginable, and after eight days flay difmhfed them with a letter to me, wherein

he thanked me heartily for my kind intentions towards him, and proffered me, that

if I would come and fee him I fhould be very honourably received, advifmg me to

bring forae rich Portuguefe merchant along with me to be my conductor, with fome
confiderable merchandizes to pleafe the people. This anfwer of his was to the pur-

pofe, and had three ferviceable confequences, firfl to himfelf, fecondly to me, and

thirdly to the Portuguefe.

As to the firfl, it was commonly reported among the miffioners, and remained frefli

in the memories of the Negroes, that fome years fmce a certain King of this kingdom
having been baptized by a religious perfon, and afterwards caufing a proclamation to

be made, that within fuch a time all wizards fhould depart his dominions, or fuffer

death for their neglejdt ; thefe wicked wretches incited his fubjefts to a rebellion againll

him, which at length increafed to that degree, that they ran like madmen to the pa-

lace with weapons in their hands to affault their prince. The prudent King having

timely notice of their motions, retired in great hafle to a fon's of his, who was at that

time governor of an adjoining territory, thinking he could be no where fo fafe as under

his protection, who was indebted to him for his being. The fon feeing his father hotly

purfued by his mutinous fubjeds, I know not whether through fear of death, or out

of policy, foon discovered, and delivered him up to their mercy. What could the

afflided father do upon this occafion, but have recourfe to the holy crucifix which he

always wore about him, and which had been given him at the font by the priefl that

baptized him, kifhng it over and over, and crying out, " If I mufl die through the

treachery of a fon, ought I not to do the fame on account of my Saviour, who was
betrayed and died for me ? yes, if I had a thoufand lives I would lay them down all

for his fake." This faid, hugging the crucifix clofe in his arms and kilhng it, he
yielded down his head to the fatal Heel, which at one flroke deprived him both of

head and life. His perfidious fon did not remain long unpunifhed, for foon after,

being firfl deprived of his government, he died miferably. The fame happened to that

wicked kinfman, and infamous confpiier againfl the King of Loango, who in like man-
ner by a commendable death refigned his breath on account of his endeavours to pro-

pagate the Chriflian faith within his dominions.

The caufe of my going to Cacongo, was principally the fpiritual comfort of thofe

poor fouls, and the performance of my duty, but I had likewife a defire to fee the body
of the former of the two before-mentioned Kings, which was not much reverenced by

the faid people, but highly refpeded by me, and which was not difficult for me to find

it, h;iving been the cuflom there, as with us, to bury their Kings by themfelves.

That ftrange accident having left fo indelible an impreffion on the mind of the prefent

King, he had good re ifon to defire a trade with the Portuguefe in expedation of their

affiflance both fpirirual and temporal, which he alfo expeded from his good friend and

ally the count of Sogno.

To confirm as much as in me lay the good intentions of this King, I had fignified

to him among other thmgs, that to lay the furer foundation of the Chriflian religion in

his



MEROLLa's voyage to CONGO. 275

his country, I mufl; defire the favour of him, that either all, or at leaft the chief of

the magicians and wizards of this kingdom would meet me to defend their opinions,

and oppofe mine ; and if they declined coming on account of ignorance, I defired I

might exercife my facerdotal power on their charms, and difprove and annul all their

devices, and thereby fhew that the performances of Chrift's minifters are always above
thofe of the devil's.

The fecond confequence to me and all true Catholics was, that by the introducing

of Chriftianity into that kingdom, the heretics that traded there would be difcoun-

tenanced and confuted, and not fufiered for the future to make the port of Capinda
their way to the kingdom of Loango.

The third good confequence was to the Portuiuefe, to whom we have been fo much
obliged not only in trade, but likewife in matters of religion.

Ferdinand Gomez prefled me extremely to give the King of Cacongo an anfwer,

and therein to fignify to him that if His Majefty pleafcd he would wait upon him as a

merchant, and had prepared great variety of merchandize for that purpofe. My
anfwer was, that if the King fpent fome days in confidering on his anfwer, I had rea-

fon to ftudy mine many more. His defign, it feems, was to vend his commodities
aboard, and then fail away without leaving any thing afliore. This the Negroes never-

thelefs difcovered, and thereupon told him, that if he had a mind to trade for flaves

in their country, he mufl: firfl: land all his merchandize. This honefl: man hoped to

have had his rogueries authorized by me, though he knew it to be my bufmefs to

preach nothing but truth and fmcerity. I thought it proper to go and fpeak with the

King, who refided about eight miles off, to the end he might not think either himfelf

or his fubjefts impofed upon by me or my acquaintance. Gomez would needs accom-
pany me ; we found the journey extremely troublefome, efpecially I who had been
iick. From the fea we had a very fl:eep afcent to make, which obliged me to come out

of my net, and to walk afoot, but at length through extreme weaknefs I fainted

;

whereupon I was lifted again into the net, and with much ado dragged up the hill.

This fainting was occafioned by my indifpofition, which never left me, and by the flender

provifione we had in the fhip, which confifted of nothing but horfe-beans, Indian-wheat,

and flower made of the root of an herb ; and yet this man told me before our Fathers

of Sogno, that his bark was well-provided, efpecially with fweet-meats, though indeed

I found nothing but big words, and had like to have paid for it with my life.

When we came to the Mafucca's houfe, who was the King's relation, and lived

about a mile from court, I called him afide, and told him what Gomez had defigned ;

he feemed very angry, but was neverthelefs foon appeafed by my intermediation. I

afterwards afked him ferioufly, if I fhould go to the Banza where the King refided,

whether he thought His Majefly would be baptized or not. To which he, though a

pagan, civilly anfwered, that he was certain he would, according to his promife,

provided that trade were fettled within his dominions with the Whites purfuant to

their contract ; but if that were negleded, the performance of his promife would be
accordingly procraflinated. " Away then," replied I ; "go tell your mafter, that by
the help of God I would tranfport myfelf to Loanda in the kingdom of Angola, on
purpofe to fettle that matter with the Portuguefe governor ; and afterwards, if not pre-

vented, I will return hither myfelf, but if I cannot, my Father fuperior fliall come and
baptize your King." Then turning to Ferdinand Gomez, who fl;ood by me all the

while, I fpoke to him thus in the prefence of the Mafucca, " You fee I have ended my
bufmefs, go you and make an end of yours, and do not endeavour to put tricks upon

N N 2 thefe
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thefe poor people." Hereupon he contented himfelf with fix flaves in excliange for his

goods, and fo prepared for his departure.

I neverthelefs remained in the Mafucca's houfe, and towards night an ambaffador,

with five others, came to me from the King of Gango. Before their coming I had

two meflengers from the Mafucca of Angoij, to fignify their mafter's concern for my
departure from Capinda without his knowledge. I acquainted them that the reafon of

my fo doing was, becaufe I had no houfe near the fea to refide in, his being above a

day's journey off. I afterwards opened the King of Congo's letter, wherein he en-

treated me for God's fake to conie and comfort him, many years having pafl'ed fince

he had any Capuchin within his dominions ; and his mother Donna Potentiana was

defirous to fee me, having feveral things to communicate to me for the benefit of

Chriflianity. Together with the embaffy the King fent a prefent of two flaves, one

for me, and the other for the Mafucca, for fervices done him. Mine I refufed, and

yet I never faw him ; but afterwards confidering that if I did not accept of him, the

Mafucca would have both to fell to the heretics, I gave him to Ferdinand Gomez, for

having given me a flafk of wine for the facrament, and fome other fmail things. Then
I took leave of the Mafucca of Cacongo, thanking him for his civiUties, and bidding

him to acquaint the King his mafler that I was gone to Loanda to accomplifh what

His Majefty had commanded. I defired the captain of the fhip or fmack, that if he

did not meet with me at Capinda, he (hould do his befl to como to the port of Sogni,

which he did faithfully, being a Venetian, and my countryman, notwithftanding both

the wind and tide were againll him. For the civilities 1 had received from the Ma-
fucca, I prefented him with feveral fmall things, in all to the value of about a flave

;

this I did that he might be the more willing to furnifh me with provifions for my voy-

age. I punctually obferved his orders in fatisfying the people that were to carry me
over the river, which obliged him fo much, that he procured me feveral companions

befides the Congolans, which made us in all thirteen.

On the 7th of March 1688, without any farther delay, we fet forth towards Congo,

and having gone about two days' journey by land, arrived at the Banza of Bomangoij,

where, by a correfpondent of the Mafucca, a well-bred man, I was very courteoufly

received and welcomed, as I was by the governor, who received me with fincerity,

and procured a boat to carry me farther up the river. This voyage was extremely

irkfome to me through the exceflive heat, the fun being then in Leo, which is the

time of the rains ; and I believe I could never have endured it, had I not been parti-

cularly afTifted by Almighty God, A-nights I was obhged to lie afliore on the wet

ground, continually tormented with a multitude of gnats called Melgos, which rather

deferved the name of horfe-leeches, for they would never quit their holds till they

dropped ofi" and burfl:, and fo rather chofe to lofe their lives than baulk their appetites.

Or elfe I lay expofed to the air in the canoe, which was a much greater plague.

All this was nothing to what follows. The Mafucca's fervant having received his

money beforehand, would not allow me enough to fubfifl for four days, having agreed

with the reft of the Blacks, who took their turns, to go by land and divert themfelves,

meeting the boat at the turn of the river, till we came to Boma. As for my interpreter,

they gave him now and then a little, but I was fain to owe all my fupport to a little

wine I had by me. The Conghefes fent to me by the King, bid me to have patience,

for it would not be long before I was in their mafter's dominions, and then I might

have an opportunity to revenge myfelf on thofe wicked infidels.

Tl:e ifland of Boma is well fituated, pretty large, extremely populous, and abounds

with all manner of fuftenance proper for the climate. It is tributary to the King of

Congo,
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Congo, and has feveral fmall iflands about it belonging to the count of Sogno. The
inhabitants do not ufe circumcifion like fome pagans their neighbours, whofe wizards
circumcife them on the eighth day, not out of any regard to the Mofaical law, but for

fome wicked ends and purpofes of their own. When our miflioners came to exercife

their function in the iflands of Sogno, thefe people carry their children to them to bap-
tize. In this they do well, but as to other matters they obferve little or no religion,

and that I believe chiefly for want of priefts to inflruft them. As foon as they per-

ceived my arrival, the mothers ran like mad women with their children in their arms
to get them baptized. This the Mani would not neverthelefs permit me to perform,

till he had known his lord and mailer's pleafure therein. As we rowed up the canal,

the lord of the ifland fent to fpeak with me, being ready to receive me not far off, but
firfl let me know that I mud not pretend to touch him, for that he was a true gentile

;

his arms were all covered with great numbers of enchanted iron and brafs hoops, and
he fuperftitioufly avoided my touching him, for fear they Ihould lofe their virtue. When
I came to him, I found him fitting in a fort of leathern chair under an umbrella ; he had
a fort of linen apron about his middle, and the reft; of his body was wrapped about
in a kind of fcarlet cloak, which having loft: both its colour and nap plainly fliewed its

antiquity. I alfo fat myfelf down in a little leathern chair, which I carried always
about with me to hear confeffions. After a little difcourfe I prefented him with fome-
thing after the cuftom of his country ; for if fomething of this kind be not done to the

prince, a miflion will not be very like to fucceed. Afterwards this prince having
afligned me a houfe near to his, I began to baptize the children.

The prince gave me to underftand, that he had a mind I fhould baptize a llie-flave

of his, which I told him I could not do till I had catechized her ; and moreover, that

after baptifm there were feveral things to be done by her, among which one was, that

fhe mull be forthwith married according to our law, which we enjoined on all the con-
verted pagans in other parts. I was anfwerod by one of the ftanders-by, that this wo-
man was not only a llave, but likewife miftrefs to their lord, and therefore I ought
not to infift on the fame from her as another. I told him her being a miftrefs was fo

much the worfe, and bid him acquaint his lord, that I could by no means comply with

his defires : the prince feemed very much difpleafed at my refufal to baptife his flave,

but I neverthelefs perfifted in my refolutions.

I baptized many at that time, and thereby not only reaped a fpiritual benefit, but
likewife a temporal one ; for almoft: every one brought me fomething or other as a pre-

fent. Being fcarcely able to ftand on my feet, I turned about to the Mafucca's fervant,

and faid to him, " See what difference there is between your religion and ours ; for,

vrhere yours allows you to be ungrateful, ours enjoins us to give even to thofe that have
ufed us ill : take, therefore, you, all thefe profents, and leave me only fufficient to

fupport me to-night." According as I had bid him, fo he did ; what was left for me
being only a pot-tull of pullet-broth, and a few peafe. Here the cullom is to have the

kitchen without doors for fear of firing the houfe, which is but of fl:raw. My inter-

preter only remained with me, the rell of my companions being gone, fome one way,
and fome another. As foon as we had prepared my fupper with an addition of two
eggs, I fell to it heartily : my broth I fupped up, and tailed my peufe, but 1 had not
fo done half an hour before 1 felt thofc pains that people are wont to do with the twift:-

ing of the guts : 1 thereupon lighted a candle, and threw myfelf upon the bed, which
feemed much farther from me by reafon of my torments than it really was. What I

fuffered is only poffible for them to exprefs that have experienced the torture. Provi-

dence, which feldom fails the wretched in extremity, at lad dire«iled me to a little

4 baiket
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baiket I had by my bed-fide, wherein I had preferved fome antidotes, for I now began

to think I was poifoned : amongrt the reft there was an elk's hoof, which I took and

applied, but it did me no good, finding myfelf rather worfe than before ; for my teeth

began to be fet, and my fight to be loft ; then I had recourfe to a fort of little lemon,

which I would willingly have put into my mouth at once, but could not by reafon of the

too ftrait paflage : at laft I found I muft break it, which I did ;!;the firft drop that came into

my mouth gave me fome eafe ; but when I had got the reft of the juice into my ftomach,

I began immediately to grow drowfy, infomuch that I quickly fell afleep with the lemon

in my mouth, and hand upon my cheek. How long I continued in that condition I

oannot tell. My companions coming, and perceiving me to lie in that pofture, thought

verily I had been dead, but at length, through the only interceffion of the Virgin, I

came to myfelf. Then turning about to the Congolans, I cried, " God forgive ye,"

and was going to fay more, but found my tongue unable to exprefs any thing but

broken tones. The occafion of my breaking forth into that expreffion, was on account

of the poifoning of fix of my order near Baniba, as they were travelling through Congo,

being the common road from the kingdom of Angola. This way I refolved to avoid,

for fear the like fate might have happened to me. As for my diftemper, it began to

work off by vomits, which continued upon me for eight days and nights together ; in

four of which, I had little or no reft, and, befides, brought up whatever I eat. Being

tolerably recovered, fome fhort time after I was impatient to be gone : for that purpofe,

I fent to know if my people were in readinefs, but had for anfwer, that the cheft wherein

the altar and its furniture were kept, was left on the ftiore and the canoe gone. It

feems the lord of that country had fent the night before to the watermen, that if they

offered to carry me off they ftiould lofe their heads. I hereupon fent civilly to that

prince to fuffer me to procure another boat : his anfwer was, that if 1 wanted a boat, he

alfo wanted a cloak, my prefent which 1 formerly made him not having been fufficient.

I happened to have two pieces of cotton-cloth by me, which it feems he had been in-

formed of; they were woven in divers colours, and came from Guinea, being a prefent

to me from Father Francifca da Montelione : one of thefe I immediately fent to this

prince to obtain his favour, which I heard he would not neverthelefs afford me, unlefe

I fent the other alfo : this I was unwilling to do, alleging I kept it for the fervice of

God, to which he replied, that the boat was kept for God's fervice likewife, and,

therefore, I fhould not have it. Finding myfelf thus indifpenfably obliged to let him
have it, I fent it him, and, three days after, he returned me a boat and men.

Before I continue my voyage on the river, give me leave to acquaint you with fome

other paffages of this nature which happened in this ifland, and were told me by Fa-

ther Thomas da Seftola our fuperior, which may ferve to confirm what has been related

before. A certain miffioner coming to this ifland, the Mani or lord fcized upon fome

of the goods belonging to his miffion ; the friar, hereupon, acquainted the count of

Sogno from whence he came therewith, who immediately fent orders to have the things

reftored again to the Capuchin, or he would proclaim war againft the Mani : this had

fo good an effeft, that the goods were forthwith reftored, and the miffioner highly treated

and prefented. Neverthelefs, to prevent any mifunderftanding between thefe two princes,

the before-mentioned black prieft, called Don Francifco, was fent hither, who being of

the fame colour and country with thefe iflanders, made a good beginning in his holy

funftion. Whilft he was one day celebrating mafs, the Mani, who was much more
devoted to riches than religion, initead of affifting at thofe divine myfteries, did nothing

but gaze upon the prieft's Chafuble and filver patten ; of one he had a fancy to make a

coat, and of the other a breaft-plate. As foon as mafs was ended, he very boldly
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'afked for them : the prudent prieft hereupon anfwered him, that he would very wil-

lingly let him have them, the Ciapuchins abounding in thofe things, provided he would
let him have them to officiate with during his flay there, but he ftole away that very

night. Whether it was the Mani himfelf, or any other, that defigned me harm, I am
not able to determine ; but I am certain, that if I had known the foregoing ftory, I had
walked more warily, and given nobody an opportunity to make me undergo fo great a

danger as I did.

It may not be here amifs to take notice of two things more relating to the foregoing

:

firfl, as to the fmall fort of lemon which I made ufe of as an antidote, it is to be noted,

that the poifon of thefe parts, which lies chiefly in certain herbs, is not to be expelled

any other way than by the juice of this fruit, and this is a fecret known to very few.

As to the poifon in wood, or the like, nought can prevail againfl it, but the bark of the

tree called Mignamigna, as has been hinted at before in the defcription of the plants

and trees of thefe countries.

Over and above the fix Capuchin mifllonaries that were poifoned at the time of my
being in Congo, I muft add the like fad fate which had happened to Father Jofeph Maria
da Seftri, a Genoefe, who, in his way to Sogno, where I then refided, being accom-
panied with about thirty-five perfons lent with him by the count, he went afide to a

Conghefe city called Incuflb : at the time of his departure, he told me that fix had
been poifoned before him, and he fhould be the feventh. Staying at Incuflb about a

year, he took what care he could to get into his hands all the implements that had be-

longed to the deceafed miffioners, and which he was commanded to do by the then Fa-

ther fuperior. Whilfl he was doing this, he was earneflly requefted by the Vicar-

general Don Michael de Caftro, a Mulatto, to come to him, profefling himfelf defirous

to fulfil the Eafter-duty of receiving the facrament and confefling, being then an old man,
and wanting one to aflifl him in adminillering the facraments. The pious Father went
innocently to wait on him according to his requelf, carrying along with him what things

he had recovered, propofing to fend them to the fuperior : about four o'clock he got
fafe to the vicar-general's houfe, but, before night, he was taken with fainting fits, and
died not without a reafonable fufpicion of being poifoned. He was no fooner dead,

but the vicar-general caufed all the people to depart the room where he lay, and then

proceeding to rip up his bundles, took thence, as we are credibly informed, four filver

chalices, two cenfers, with their boats, and two pixs, all of the fame metal, with feveral

other things, part of which he pretended were given him by the dying miflioner, and
the reft he promifed he would fend to our fuperior at Loanda, but did not.

I report tljis from the people that were with Father Seftri, when he died, and who
told me moreover, that he took a great quantity of treacle without any relief. This
action of the vicar-general hindered his fon from being admitted into facred orders when
he folicited for it. As foon as the old vicar was dead, the chapter of Loanda thundered
out one excommunication againft the fon, then deacon, and the new bilhop another, to

the end that he might thereby be obliged to rcftore what his father had fo unjuftly got

;

all which ferved to little or no purpofe. The old vicar had fix thoufand flaves at his

command, befides fubjeds, with which he defigned to have forced his Ton's promotion
to the prielthood, to the end that he might crown him King of Congo, without con-
fidering whether he could get himfelf to be eleded, and at that time he was decrepit.

But I muft return to give an account of the further progrefs of my journey.

The firft day after 1 was got over the river, I had a very ftcep mountain to go up

;

which being impoflible to do in my net, I was fain to perform it on foot, being fupported
all the way by two men, by rcafon of my weaknefs. We came at length to a village,

where
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where I obferved coleworts planted like ours in Europe, brought thither it may be by

fome miflioners. There are of them in the kingdom of Angola, but they produce no

feed, and are multiplied by planting the fprouts, growing to a great height. This village

was called Bungu, where I baptifed fifteen children.

The morning of my departure hence, thofe that had the care of me being gone back

again, as it is the cuftom in thefe countries to do, being affigned frelh conduftors by

the Mani of the place, they would not ftir a foot forwards till they were paid, though

it be our privilege to travel always at the charge of the town where we came laft. In

anfwer to their demands I told them, that I was going to wait on their King upon this

account, and therefore if he would have me to come, he muft bear my charges. They

replied, in great fury, " We will be paid," clapping their hands, and flamping with

their feet as if they had been mad. This aftion I confefs made me fmile, whereupon I

told them, that if they would repeat the fame three times over they fhould be paid.

This made them to laugh too, when fhrugging up their flioulders, and performing what

I required, they (looped and took me up. It feems this ridiculous aftion of theirs was

to have frighted me into a compliance ; but however they were difappointed in the

manner of procuring it, though they fucceeded in what they expeded.

In my fecond day's journey I was carried to the city of Norchie, where I baptifed

one hundred and twenty-fix perfons. This place is the beft fituated of any 1 had

hitherto feen in Ethiopia. Here the King's Ion met me, being come for that purpofe,

and I ftaid a day and a half to baptife the people.

Here, as I underftood, had never yet been any prieft, and that becaufe this town was

fomewhat out of the road, the people having been ufed to carry their children about fix

days journey off, to a place where the miffioners commonly refided. The crowd that

gathered here about me was very great, and the court of the houfe where I was but

very little, fo that I determined for my greater eafe, to perform my office in the market.

This the Mani obferving, told me, that if I pleafed I might go to the church, which

was not far off. I was glad to hear there was one, and therefore immediately went to

it. When I came near it,>I perceived it was a pretty large one, and had a great wooden

crofs Handing before it, which I was glad to fee. Fixing my eyes upon the door of the

.church, I found it was quite different from what others had ; whereupon calling to the

Mani with a great deal of concern, I defired him to caufe it to be opened. But he,

inftead of gratifying me in my requeft, immediately fled, together with all the reft of

the company, which were very numerous. Being thus left to my refentments, I clapped

my foot againft the door, and broke it open, when I faw what I could never have ber

lieved, had it been barely related to me : inftead of an altar there was a great heap of

fand, wherein was ftuck a ftraight horn about five fpans long, and on one fide another

of a lefler fize. On one part of the wall hung two coarfe fhirts, fuch as I had before

feen in the kingdom of Angoij. Being aftonifhed at this fight, my hair ftood an end,

my tongue cleaved to the roof of my mouth, and I began to cry out aloud, enhancing

the oftence as much as poffible, " Are thefe the effedls of the inftrudions ye have

learned from our miflioners ? Is this the fruit of- fo much toil and anguifli as has bet-n

undergone in your converlion ?" with feveral more expreflions of the like nature. 1

deferred adminiftering the facrament of baptifm for fome time, giving for reaibn, that it

was by no means proper to baptife the children of thofe parents that had rejefted the

worfliip of the true God, for that of an abominable idol, fuch as their execrable Caria-

bemba was, for fo they called their devil. I afterwards told them that I would not ftir

a foot from their town till they had utterly thrown down and deftroyed that temple of

idolatry,

Retiring
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Retiring to recommend myfelf to God, and to pray for the illumination of his Spirit,

I faid to myfelf, " If I fliould now clap fire to this building, and burn it down, what
tlaniage may it not do to the inhabitants, whofe houfes are all adjoining, and moreover

built with reeds ?" I concluded therefore to execute my purpofe more mildly at my
return, after I had been fecure of the King's favour ; for fhould I now have done it, I

might have incurred the fame damage or danger as others have done. Amongft the

reft. Father Bernard da Savona, a few days before he came to Sogno, was left with his

baggage, by his conduftors, in a large foreft, where, for fear of being torn to pieces by
wild beads, he was forced to leave his bundles, and wander alone in great hafte; till at

lalt coming near the fea, he was dLI'covered by fifliermen, who giving us at the convent

notice of it, we fent fpeedily out for him, and had him conduced fafe to us. He was
travelling, on account of his milTion, to Emcalfu in Congo.

The like misfortune befel Father John Baptifl: da Malta, as he travelled through
Bamba ; who perceiving himfelf forfaken by the perfons that were to attend him, had
rccourfe to the Father of miracles, the glorious St. Anthony of Padua, for afliftance.

When he had watched in a tree alraoft a whole night for fear of becoming a prey to the

wild beafts, he heard himfelf all of a fudden called by his name. The poor Father

thinking fome of his companions hatl called him, begged for the love of God to be
conducted to fome road. A little while after two gentlemen coming by that way witli

fervants, and obferving the Father alone, and fo much mifufed, took him upon their

own backs, and carried him to the city of Bamba, not iuffering any of their fervants to

take turns with them, for tear of being deprived of the entire benefit of fo charitable an
adion. The poor Father coming to the vicar of Bamba's houfe, and being kindly en-

tertained by him, after fome time enquired after his companions ; and meeting with them
not long after, he demanded of them how they could be fo cruel as to leave him alone

in fuch a forelL Alfo, why they did not come to aflift him when he called to them,

and they heard him. Their anfwer was, that as for hearing him they took care not to

do that from their firfl; leaving him, flying from hiui as fad as they could, and had not

been near him fince till then. By their anfwer the Maltefe eafily perceived that it was
the faint to whom he had recourfe, that had both called and delivered him. This

was told me by the faid Father himfelf in our convent at Loanda, in the kingdom ot

Angola.

I was Hkewife afraid fuch an accident might have befallen me, as happened to one of

our order. Father Philip da Salefia, a miffioner into the kingdom of Congo. The ftory

is this:— After the death of the pious Don Alvaro King of Congo, a new King was
chofen, who was no Icfs zealous and devout than his predeceffor. This prince putting

out a proclamation to have all the wizards ihat Ihould be found within his dominions

burnt, thole wicked wretches gathering together in the dukedom of Sundi, flill pcrfifled

to exercifc their damnable callings in their huts, notwithdanding the prohibition. To
prevent this, the duke's forces marched thither in great hade, carrying along with them
the aforel'aid Father. Being arrived at the place, they began to fet tire to the huts: as

foon as the wizards perceived the flames about their ears, they came out in great fury
;

whereat the duke's people immediately fleil, leaving the poor Father to fliift lor himfelf.

i'he wizards perceiving him alone, ioon feized, and murdered, and devoured him, both

to fatisfy their revenge and appetite. The truth ot this was atteded and told us by the

perfons that fled, who laid, they had oblerved it by the light of the blaze of the houfes.

We were then at our convent in the city of St. Salvador.

'I'he young prince of Congo, who was about eighteen years oKi, perceiving I (hewed
him little refped, efpccially after what 1 had dilcovered in the church, having lirawn
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up his men in order, departed. I was told I had not done well, to Ihew fo little regard

to ihcir King's fon, and was therefore defired to fend for him back again. My anfwer

was, that fmce his departure was voluntarily, fo fliould be his return, for me ; but

withal, that if he would come back he fhould be well received. In ftiort, he did come
back, and at length both he and his were well fatisfied, and tarried with me till next

day at noon, when we went all away together.

Having travelled another day's journey and a half with the aforefaid prince, we met
with the King's uncle, and a relation of his, who had drums, trumpets, and a great train

of followers. When we came within half a mile of the Banza of Lemba, where the

King was, I was told I muft not go any nearer till farther order, and therefore was
forced to remain behind alone with my interpreter. At laft the order came, attended

with feveral perfons, to bring me to court. When I came near the city, I was flopped

again to wait for the fecretary, who was to receive me there. He prefently came and

conduced me into the market-place, where the people, almcft innumerable, and divided

into two choirs, were finging of the Rofary in the Conghefe tongue. At the upper end

fat the King with a long cloak upon his flioulders, a fatin waiftcoat ftriped with filver

on his back, and his lower parts from the middle were cloathed with a fine vefl: after

the mode of the country. Being led up into His Majefly's prefence, he reached out an

ivory crucifix a fpan and a half long, on an ebony crofs of a proportionable length, for

me to kifs. When I had done it, and he had delivered it to a favourite, he would needs

kifs my crucifix ; which he did, and afterwards falling on his knees, received bene-

didtion. In the mean-time the people were marching in great order towards the church,

whilft the King and I brought up the rear. When I came into the church, after a

fhort prayer, I went up to the altar, and preached a fermon to them upon thefe words

of the apoftle to the Corinthians, Ecce nunc tempus acceptabile, ecce nunc dies falutis ;

declaring, that I came amongft them for no other end, than to revive in their hearts the

love and fear of God, and of his Son Chrift.

My fermon being ended, I waited on the King back to his palace, where he enter-

tained me lovingly, and gave me a hearty welcome into his dominions. After we had

fpent fome time together, I took my leave, but His Majefty would needs fee me out of

the flreet. His nobles had orders to accompany me farther, for they condufted me to

a houfe belonging to the King's uncle, where I was to refide. I muft needs fay I was

not a little furprized to obferve how punctually thofe lords would come every morning

wrapped up in their long cloaks, and walking two by two, to receive and conduft me
to church, and after mafs march back again with me in the fame order as they came.

After the reciprocal vifits between the King and me were pretty well over, I one

day afked His Majefty for what reafon he had fo earneftly and fo often fent for me
from Sogno. He anfwered, that he might have a prieft and preacher of the holy

Gofpel within his dominions. " That I believe," replied I, " but I prefume Your
Majefty had fome other end." Though he made me .no anfwer to this, yet I could

eafily perceive he had fome thought thereupon that pleafed him, and that by his fmiling.

" Your Majefty muft give me leave to guefs at it," replied I, " and therefore I fancy

you fent for me to put the crown of Congo upon your head." Thefe words were fcarce

out of my mouth, but I heard a great clapping of hands, and humming (which are

tokens of great joy among thefe people), together with a confufed noife of prating

among the courtiers, and drums beating, trumpets founding, and other noify inftru-

ments playing ; all which were only grateful to my ears, as they proceeded from plea-

fure conceived at what I had faid.

lo The
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The Kings of Congo have a bull from Pope Urban VIII., which gives them leave to

be crowned by the Capuchin miflioners after the Catholic manner, and which in for-

mer times their firfl King was by the faid authority. And afterwards the mifiioner.

Father Januario da Nola, did the fame office for Don Garcia Alphonfo, who was
crowned in the time of Pope Innocent X. The like were others down to this prefent

King. I told His Majefty that his ele£Hon having been by votes, and that in writing,

by reafon the eleftors lived fo far off, I defired to fee them. He readily complied with

my requeft, and among the reft I found the count of Sogno's name, which I was glad

to fee, there having been fome difference formerly between tliofe two princes.

Having gone thus far, my next bufmefs was to procure the regal crown of Congo,
which had been formerly fent hither by the aforefaid Pope Urban, and remained at

prefent in the cuflody of the Portuguefe. It may not be amifs to tell how they came
by it ; the manner in fhort was this :— Don Garcia II. and feventeenth Chriflian King
of this country, being defirous to eftablifh the fuccelTion of his throne to his children,

amongfl other tyrannous actions, extirpated feveral of the chief families of his king-

dom ; and at lafl, to fhew that he was refolved to die as wickedly as he had lived,

inltead of invoking the affiftance of heaven in his ficknefs, he had recourfe only to

wizards, necromancers, and fuch kind of ill-people. Thefe wretches bearing a more
than ordinary hatred to the then prince Don Alphonfo, as well knowing and fearing

that if they fuff'ered him to come to the crown, he would not only perfecute, but banifn

them, poffeffed the mind of his fick father, that to make his way the fooner to his

dominions, he had defigned to poifon him.

Garcia thereupon blinded by their fubtilties, immediately declared his fon unworthy
of his throne, and confequently got him murdered, recommending for his fucceffor

Don Antonio I. his fccond fon. Not long after Garcia died, in the twenty-firfh year

of his reign, leaving his fon Antonio to fucceed him : but nobody can imagine the

wickednefs of his reign ; befides the murder of his brother, wherein he was not a

little concerned, he put to death all his relations. He caufed his wife to be murdered,
giving out, though falfely, that fhe was guilty of adultery ; and afterwards married a

near kinfwoman, whom he had formerly been in love with, againfl all law and reafon.

Then he proceeded to extend his cruelty towards her relations, as unjuflly as he had
done towards his own. Thus began the reign of that monllrous tyrant Don Antonio,

who having fcarce wrapped himfelf in his purple, dyed it in fcarlet, and became ab-

horred and hated by the Portuguefe and Whites, who having fignified their diflike to

his pra£kices, and which coming to his ears, he vowed he would fpeedily have them
beat and whipt out of his dominions.

To eSeQ. this, confiding more in his multitudes, than their knowledge in military

aflairs, he raifed a prodigious army of nine hundred thoufand men ; the ti uth whereof
I know not whether it may be- queftioned by the reader ; but befides my own, I have
the authority of Father Cavazzi for it, who in his fecond book, p. 286, and eighth

book, p. 868, affirms the fame thing. Moreover it may appear credible, if we conlider

the exceffive largenefs and populoufnefs of thefe countries, as likewife that all this King's

fubjefts are not only obliged, but accuflomed voluntarily to follow him to the wars at

his leafl command.
Before this army marched, the King was advifed by Father Francis de St. Salvador,

his chaplain and relation, not to hazard the lives of fo many poor fla,vcs, againft fo

warlike a people as the Portuguefe. This friar had received the habit of our order
from Father Giacinto da Vetralla ; he was a learned man, and was admitted by order

of the facred college.
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The King not caring to hearken to his chaplain's advice, the army marched againll

the Portuguefe. On the very firit day of their march, the heavens let down fiich a

deluge, as one would have thought fufficient to have drowned all iEthlopia, and mourned

in thunder for the dreadful flaughter that was to enfue. The good friar perceiving the

difpleafure of heaven, renewed his former petition and advice to the King. " Obferve,"

quoth he to the King, " thcfc drops are as fo many tongues, that exhort you not to

fight agalnfi; the Whites ; and thefe claps of thunder are fo many groans, that good

heaven fends torth for the woeful eftedls of your obftinacy." The haughty King never-

thelefs perfifled in his refolution and marched forwards : when at length, Itepplng afide

a little way from his army, with a few followers, to repofe hlmfclf, behold a dreadful

tiger, as It were for a fecond warning, leaped fuddenly out of a forefl, and ran full

drive at him. Father Francis, who never went from the King's fide, feeing this, drew

cut a fcymltar he had at his girdle, and oppofing the furious beaft, at one ftroke cleft

him in two. The King, little moved at this action of his preferver, rather attributed

his fafety to magic, than to his kinfman's valour.

The Portuguefe being refolved to find thofe mines of gold which the Moci-Congo-

lans had fo long promifed, and ftill delayed to difcover to them, got together about

four hundred brave Europeans, with near two thoufand Blacks their flaves, and lodged

themfelves in the marquifate of Pemba, where they not long after were aifaulted by

above eighty thoufand Ethiopians. The Portuguefe, though they faw their enemies

march as thick as locufts, and though they themfelves were but a handful m com-
parifon of them, and had but two pieces of cannon, yet were they not difheartened,

even when they faw them encompafs and furround them. The Capuchin placed hlm-

felf In his veftments between the two armies, endeavouring to make peace, which

was approved of by the Portuguefe. But the obftinate King would not hearken to

his mediation, but forthwith gave the fignal of battle, and feeing a woman with a child

in her arms, fuppofed to be the Virgin Mary, {landing by the Portuguefe general, he

fhewed her to his men, aifurlng them of vlftory, becaufe the Portuguefe had the

impediment of their women with them. Then began the fhot to fly like hail from

the Portuguefe guns, efpeclally from two pieces of xannon they had, which made fuch

a dreadful flaughter among the Blacks, that one part of the army giving way, the

other was not long before it followed. In fhort, the Portuguefe got the viftory

;

which the proud King perceiving, he thought to fecure himfelf behind a huge rock ;

which being overthrown by a cannon ball, buried and killed both the King and his

chaplain, the good friar. Thofe ftw that faveJ themfelves by flight, left neverthelefs

behind them all the baggage, with the King's utenfils of pure gold. Now becaufe this

memorable flaughter was chiefly occafioned by gold, the natives have never fince cared

to dig it for fear of lofing their country and becoming flaves thereby.

V The head of the dead King was immediately loppod off by the conquerors, who
carried it to Loanda, together with the crown and fceptre. There they buried It, the

whole chapter aflifl;Ing at the obfequlcs. This battle, commonly looked upon to have

been miraculous, I myfelf have feen painted upon the wall of the church of Our
Lady of Nazareth, where the head is buried ; and have alfo had it related to me, after

the manner as I have told it, by a Portuguefe captain that was prefent at it. He alfo

told me, that alter the battle, while they were in purfuit of the enemy, he happened

to come Into a houfe where he faw two breafl;s of meat roafting by the fire. Having
driven out the people, according to the military cuflom, and being exceedingly kungrv,

he fell to taking them off the fpit, but had no fooner touched them than he perceived

them to be man's flefli. By this may be feen, that though generally fpeaking there be

no
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no Anthropophagi (man-eaters) in Congo, yet the neceflities of war drove the people

to great (hifts in this marquifate.

The Portuguefe did not pretend to any right to the crown of Congo, having been
fent by the pope, though they had talcen it in war, but faid, they were ready to refign

it whenever they (hould be fo required. Now, becaufe by the death of Don Antonio,

fo many diforders arofe, and every one thought it his right to command rather than

duty to obey ; thence enfued innumerable flaughters and great deflruftion. I propofed

to the King to go with his army and take pofleliion of St. Salvador, a city where for-

merly his anceltors refided, whence he might fend an ambaflador for the crown and
fceptre to the governor of Loanda, without a letter, and through the province of Pemba,
for otherwife he might be hindered by the duke of Bamba his enemy : and if he hap-

pened to be (topped by thofe people, he fhould have orders not to tell them he was an
ambalfador, left they ihould detain and put him to death, which, inftead of preventing

miichief, would caufe more. The King hearkening attentively to all I faid, after I had
ended my propofition, turned about to his relations and friends, and fpoke after this

manner: " The Father," fays he to them, "knows all;" meaning, that I had dif-

covered the defigns of the -Ethiopians ; and adding moreover, that he approved of my
propofal, but that it could not be well put in execution till the corn was off the ground

j

but as foon as harveft was in, he promifed that he would march with his troops to St.

Salvador, to grub up the woods, and take poffeirion thereof, together with the lands

and habitations thereabouts. In times paft, that city had been the metropolis and
capital of Congo, where the King refided with his court. There alfo lived a bifhop

and his chapter, a college of Jefuits, and a monaftery of our order, all maintained at

the coft of the King of Portugal. In our convent always refided the Father-fuperior

of our order in thefe parts. But fince, through frequent wars, both this city, and the

country about it, was become a den of thieves and robbers.

Without this city is the Pombo, or great market, built by the Giaghi, where man's
flefh was accuftomed to be fold like to that of fheep and oxen. The Portugal mer-
chants, who refided here in great numbers on account of traffic, rcfufed to buy this

flefh, and rather chofe to have the flaves alive, whereby to fill their purfes with gold,

than to have their bellies ftuffed with fuch barbarous food ; and, on this account, they

pretend they l.ave a licence to buy flaves, which however they could never produce to

this day. The Giaghi above-mentioned are the nioft barbarous people in nature, of
whom, or of the converfion of the Queen of Singa, I fliall not treat, becaufe that

fubjeft is handled at large by Father Francis INloria Gioja of Naples.

I told the King likewife, I would go to Sogno, and expedl the return of the fmack
from Loango, and therein tranfport myfelf to Loanda. I advilcd him not to let Auguft
pafs before he difpatched his ambaflador, aflining him he fliould no Iboner arrive at

Loanda, but have all the rcfped; paid him which was due to his miniller ; and the pre-

fent Portuguefe governor being almoft out of his time, would deliver the crown for a

fmall prefent, which perhaps another would not ; and that the Father fuperior and I

would crown him, which being done with the Portuguefe confent, none would dare to

queftion it.

I then aflicd two favours of His Majefty ; firfl:, that he would pleafe to pardon a cer-

tain rebel that had cauied himfclf to be proclaimed King of Congo, but was now ii

fugitive in the dominions of Sogno, and that ever fince his army had been routed by that

of His Majcfty ; I requefted him likewife not only to forgive him, but alfo to afford

him the government oi fome city, paffing my word that he fliould prove an obedient

and loyal fubjeft for the future. The King gave his word prefently that he would do

4 all
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all I defired ; but I not caring to truft altogether to that, caufed him to give me his

oath upon the crucifix to perform it, to the end the criminal might not afterwards be

difappointed and punifhed. My other requefl was, that His Majefty would reftore to

the count the country of Chiovachianza, to the end that having that prince for his

friend, as well as the Portuguefe, he might reign fecure for many years. This, likevi-ife,

without any fcruple, he confented to.

How little reafon I had to afk. any favour on behalf of the aforefaid rebel, may ap-

pear by what follows :—This mock-king, Don Garcia (for fo was his name), coming

to vifit a mifiioner of our order, one Francis Michael da Torino, then in the city of

Ciiffu in Congo, after he had been very courteoufly received by him, and whilft the

Father and he were talking together, a fire fuddenly broke out in the church : the

mock-king foon perceiving it, immediately ordered all his followers to do what they

could to extinguifli it, which yet gained fo far upon them, that in a fhort time not only

the church was burnt to the ground, but the facrifly or veftry. Don Garcia feemed

extremely concerned, which neverthelefs was all but feigned, he having been the con-

triver of all, as I was afterwards told by Father Michael, who by a ftratagem got it out

of one of the followers, that Don Garcia made the wifp of ftraw himfelf, and giving it

to one of the Negroes, ordered him to fire the church. This he did to make his zeal

appear the more by his endeavours to quench the fire, not thinking the flames would

have increafed as they did. As a reward for this great diligence of his, he was forth-

with excommunicated by the faid miflioner, who foon after departed that country. Don
Garcia not long afterwards coming to Sogno, was abfolved of his fault by my com-

panion F. Benedift, upon his repentance.

Whilft 1 continued in Lemba, which was about twenty days, the church was very _

much frequented : at day-break, the third part of the Rofary was fung by thofe that

were going journeys, efpecially by the women who went to work in the fields : three

hours after, the fame was performed by the better fort of people, adding moreover the

faints' Litany •, and fometimes, as often as ever I could, I faid mafs : at night was fung

the other part of the Rofary, together with the Litany of our Lady. This prefent year

they kept Lent fifteen days before ours, by reafon they regulated it according to the

courfe of the moon, but which they did not let me know for fear I fliould put it off

fifteen days longer ;, they neverthelefs obferved the ordinary courfe of forty days. To
prevent my coming to know the conclufion of it, the Saturday before they came to me
with an amufement, faying, " If Your Reverence hears a great (hooting and fliouting

to-morrow morning, you muft know it is on account of fome new acquifition added to

our King's dominions." I could not but believe them, though I knew what they fpoke

of happened the night I came into the city ; for then the Marquis of Mattari entered in

triumph for having fubdued two princes, whofe dominions bordered on the kingdom of

Micocco ; and the fame night the faid marquis came to give me welcome, looking upon

my arrival as a good omen. The next morning, according to my information, whilft

we were in the faints' Litany, 1 heard a great firing of mulkets, beating c f drums, found-

ing of trumpets, and other noifes of various inftruments. " God forgive you," cried

I, " for having thus impofed upon me : if 1 had but known that your Lent was at an

end, I could have blefled the palms laft Sunday, and all fliould now have been done

that was neceflary for a preparation for Eafter : neverthelefs, I have that charity as to

difpenfe my bleflings to all fuch as have obferved this holy time faithfully."

The mentioning of Micocco puts me in mind of a memorable itory told me by the

fuperior Father Thomas de Seftola, concerning a certain miflioner who travelled into

this
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this country, and, after having baptized about fifty thoufand fouls, died there. His

name I have forgot, but the particulars of his labours are known to all.

This perfon would needs go to wait on the King of Micocco, by whom having been

courteoufly and kindly received, he began to treat with him about introducing tlie Chrif-

tian religion into his dominions. At the very firft propofal, the King fhewed an in-

clination to believe that was the true faith which the miflioner propofed, and, confe-

quently, offered to be baptized ; the priefl told him, that before he could admit him to

the font, he muft fubmit to be catechiied : he feemed very willing to comply with what

was required, and, after liaving been well inftrufted, prepared himfelf to receive bap-

tifm ; when all of a fuddcn a thought came into his head, fuggefted no doubt by the

devil, which he delivered after this manner :
" Father, before I am baptized, I would

beg two favours of you, which you mufl not deny me ; and they are, firft, to grant

me half of your beard ; and, fecondly, to afford me a fuccelfor from your loins, for

which purpofe I will caufe all my women to be brought before you, to the end you
may choofe her you like beft : we are all mortal you know," proceeded he, " and,

therefore, if you Ihould either die, or take a fancy to leave us, who fhall fupport or

maintain the new religion which you have planted among us ? To what purpofe fhould

I fubmit to entertain a new law, if I have no profpedl of its continuance
;
grant there-

fore that I may have a ion of your body, who, poifeiling his father's rare qualities, may
be a means to tranfmit this dodrine more fecurely to pofterity. I muft beg of you not

to refufe me, for I cannot confent to be baptized, if you do. The modeft Father was

much furprized, and fmiling, anfwered, " That the ftrangenefs of his requeft was fo

extraordinary, that he could neither gratify him in one nor the other of his defires."

The King's reafon for his firft requeft was, only that he might lay up the hair, and

fhew it upon occafion to have belonged to the introducer of the Chriftian religion into

his country ; and who knows but his fubjecls, out of blind zeal, might have worftiipped

it ? The fecond needs no explaining. It is certain we have been always exceeding

cautious how we let the Negroes have any thing from us, that they might probably pay

adoration to. As concerning the before-mentioned bull, called by the Conghefes of

the blelfed facrament, and their lighting candles when they open it, the Portuguefe

nuncio was acquainted with it, and anfwered, that that venerable effigies being on it, the

people might be permitted in their fimplicity to worfhip it.

When I had been about eight days at Lemba, I was feized with a double tertian

ague, and moreover broke out from the navel upwards in fo many boils and fcabs,

that I had not the leaft reft either night or day. But my greatefl trouble was, the want

of an interpreter to adminifter the facrament of penance, which I had not provided,

becaufe the letters fent me were well writ, and the language good. The fecretary was

old, and a boy I had with me too young to be trufted with confefiions. Whilft I was

thus fick, I was not only frequently vifited by the King himfelf, but he would likewife

fend every fix hours to know how I did ; the Oueen alfo, and the infanta Donna Mo-
nica fent often to enquire after my health, and withal prefented me with feveral refrefh-

ments. Having a mind to be let blood, the King's uncle would needs do that oftice

for me, not caring to truft any body cll'e, which he performed with that nicenefs that

I fcarce felt the lance enter my vein ; this, with the help of a certain purge I brought

froui Venice, did me a great deal of good. Being fomewhat recovered of my indif-

pofilion, I fortiiwith refolved to begone, and in order thereto made the King acquainted

with my intentions : he feemed much difpleafed, but notwithftanding, perceiving my
refblutions, was fain to acquiefce. I told him I did not intend to go by the way of

Boma for feveral reaibns, but deiigned to go by Sogno, to the end I might meet with

the
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the fmack if I could poffibly ; I begged of him he would fend fome of his people along

•with me to conduct: me as far as Chiova, a country belonging to Sogno, or to Zariam-

bala, an ifland of the fame dominions. His anfwcr was, that he would willingly com-

ply with any reafonable requeft of mine, but much wondered at my fo fudden depar-

ture, efpecially if I defigned to go without taking leave of his mother. I told His

Majefly, that the reafon I had not hitherto done it, was on account of my indifpofition,

of which 1 was but juft then recovered, but that I defigned to wait on her, God willing,

that very night. Purfuant to my promife I went not loHg after towards Her Majefty's

court, and at my firfl entrance I met two fervants with torches, in the fecond room
two more with four fervants, and two in the third with more attendants, it being night

;

they introduced me into the Oueen's prefence, whom I found fitting wrapped up in a

cloak, which was likewife thrown under her arm, having nothing but her fmock under

it, and her daughter fitting on a carpet by her. After having addreffed myfelf briefly

to her by way of taking leave, Ihe flarted up in a paffion, and fetting her hands to her

fides, faid, " What will the world fay, if, after having obtained a minifler of the Gofpel

with fo great difficulty, we fhould part with him fo eafily ? No, no, it muft not be

;

I will fpeak to the King my fon, that he by no means fhall fuifer you to go." " Ma-
dam," replied I fmilingly, " if Your Majefly has done me the honour to buy me,

I defire to know in what Pombo or market it was, and what you gave for me, that I

may reftore the price to you, with thanks, for begone I mufl:." The hearing of this

caufed no fmall laughter in the company, efpecially in the Queen herfelf. I added

further, " If I am not fufFered to tranfport myfelf to Loanda, how can I pretend to

bring about what I have promifed, and you fo earneftly defire ?" This faid, I was

immediately difmifled. The name of this Queen was Donna Potentiana, her nature

agreeing therewith, having always endeavoured to be powerful, and a great enemy to

the Queen-dowager Donna Anna, and to Donna Agnes another Queen. Thefe three

women have often put this poor kingdom into a flame, each having defired to have

her hulband crowned, and for that purpofe did all feparately endeavour to get a Capu-

chin miflioner among them, which has occafioned the death of fo many priefts, and

made our fuperior not very ready to let any miflioners go to Congo.

Being juft upon fetting out on my journey, the King offered me a prefent of flaves,

which I refufed, telling His Majefty that we had more than fufficient in our convent at

Sogno ; I neverthelefs accepted one to wait on me during my journey, though I had

thirteen at home whom I employed in the fervice of the church, and in that of thofe

that came to vifit us. His Majefty feeing I had refufed his offer of flaves, refolved to

fend fome people to accompany me, which indeed I defired, among whom were two of

his relations, to the end that I might be the better received wherever I came. Over and

above the two things formerly mentioned, I requefted two favours more of the King,

and they were, firft, that I might have leave to level that obfcene and facrilegious

place before-mentioned, if it were yet in being, where fo many forceries and villainies

had been pradifed. And fecondly, that I might take away the banners from the

burial-places in the fields, being both fuperftitious and blameable. Having obtained

thefe my demands, I took my leave of His Majefty and departed.

When we were got as far as the river which bounds the kingdom of Congo that wa)

,

my companions and followers being many, fome armed with guns, and others with

long pikes, after the manner of the country, by reafon we had no boats on that fide,

we made figns to the inhabitants of the other to come and fetch us over in their canoes.

When this was done, our people called three affemblies among themfelves, I not being

able to guefs at the conclufions of either, though I partly thought that the reafon mull

havo
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have been, either that they were afraid of being rendered fufpeded by coming armed,
or elfe that they did not care to venture themfelves in the dominions of Sogno, out of
a diftruft they had of the people. At laft three canoes came over, but not near fuf5-

cient to tranfport all of us ; into one of thefe having put me with my interpreter, they
promifed they would foon follow, but were worfe than their words ; for leaving me
to the mercy of the winds and tide, they went their ways ; and having reached the

other fide of the river, the Mani of the place propofed to me to flay there all night
to baptife fome children, and next morning I fliould be going as early as I pleafed

onwards of my journey. This propofal was not at alL difpleafmg to me, efpecially

fince I had a more than ordinary defire to fee whether the Conghefe people would fol-

low me or not ; thofe two that were of the King's relations having promifed me that

they would condud me as far as our convent in the Banza of Sogno. As foon as

morning came, the Mani thundered in my ears, that if I would needs be gone I mull
unloofe my purle-ftrings before I entered the boat again. " With all my heart," quoth
I, although 1 had already fatisfied thofe watermen that brought me over. " Tell me,"
faid I, " how much you demand, and you fliall have it." " Fifteen Libonchi," replied

he, which are about ten Roman Giulios. When I was about to pay him what he
demanded, he cried he mud have thirty Libonchi, having been miftaken before.
** There are thirty for you," anfwered I, which having laid down, up flarts a fellow

and cries, " It is a fign the Mani has not been very converfant in waterage, fince he
takes thirty for what he fhould have three fcore." " Be they ten times as much I will

pay them," replied I, " fince once paying goes for all," 'fhis faid, 1 laid down the

full of what they demanded, and went into the boat. Towards night, when I thought
we were got near the land of Sogno, I difcovered an ifland where the watermen imme-
diately run afhore. I was not landed when a monflrous fellow, with a countenance
like to a great ugly wizard, came up to me, and told me in a haughty tone, that he
had orders from the fecretary of Congo to bring me afhore. " How can that be,"
replied I, " when I left the fecretary of Congo in Congo myfclf ; how then Ihould he
come here ?" " I fay," replied .he, " the fecretary of the kingdom of Congo requires

your prefence." Now it feems the Mani of this place laid claim to that title. I an-

fwered then this proud meifenger, " Pray tell the fecretary your mailer, that I defire

to be excufed from waiting on him, being not well, and befides going to Sogno for

recovery of my health." He came a fecond time, and more importunately than before

commanded me to come afhore ; whereupon I defired him with that meeknefs that

became mc to acquaint his lord that I was a mifTioner, and, though unworthy, fuperior

of the miflion into Sogno, being jufl come from Congo, where I had three hundred
armed men afligned me by the King Simantamba for fafe conduft, all whom I had
neverthelefs fome time fince parted with, for the truth whereof I appeal to the water-

men that brought me. I'he Mani or fecretary hearing this, called for the watermen
to inform himfelf of the truth, who attefling what I faid, he then fent for a Sognefe
to fee if he knew me, who confirming what he had heard before, he immediately
difpatcht'd away this Mufcilongo or Sognefe to me, to beg of mc for God's fake

that I would come to him ; or that if I ib pleafed, he would come in perfon to fetch

me, cxcufing himfelf for having fent fo faucy and ill-bred a meflenger at firfl:,

who having exceeded his orders fliould be furely punifhed. " This language is fome-
thing like," quoth I, " and fince he entreats me for God's fake, in God's name will

I go to him." Then after having recommended myfolf to the protedlion of the Al-
mighty, I went a-fliorc. The Mani gave me to underftand that he would come forth-

with to pay me a vifit, but 1 defired the perfon that brought me the meflage, to

VOL. XVI. I* • V acquaint
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acquaint his mafter that betimes in the morning I would wait on him without giving

him the trouble of incommoding himfelf by a night-vifit to me. He treated me with

a goat, fruit, and a pot of the country-wine, together with a flalk of brandy, mixed

like a julep, which I could not imagine how he could get, and for the thirty Libonchis

I had paid his fubje£ts, he reftored me fixty. The fame hour of my arrival I began

to baptize near a houfe where the miftrels was a-bed. In the court of this houfe were

planted feveral gourds with leaves like unto ours, but the fruit was green and pulpy,

and of an excellent tafte. This court being not well able to contain the great con-

courfe of people that thronged thither, they muft neceffarily exceedingly trample the wo-

man's ground ; fhe began to bawl out therefore as if flie were mad, but the people tak-

ing little or no notice of her, crowded rather the clofer. Whilft I was adminiftering the

holy facrament of baptifm, this woman cried out with greater vehemence than before,

which caufed me to hold out my ftaff to her, wherewith I fupported myfelf, being fcarce

able to ftand, to make her quiet, not knowing at that time that fhe was the real miflrefs

of the houfe : when fhe, either taking that fign for a threat, a thing always abhorred by

me, or elfe moved by fome other wicked defign, catched up a fpade angrily, and fell

to digging round her ground where the people v, ere (an aftion always fuperftitioufly

obferved by them), without any body fo much as fpeaking a word agaiuft it : after Ihe

had fo done, flie began to bawl out again as if Ihe had been bewitched. I perceiving

her to perfifl in her obflinacy, made the fame fign to her as before to be quiet, where-

upon fhe immediately run as hard as fhe could drive to call a witch to bewitch me : as

Ihe ran along, fhe cried to herfelf, " What, fhall a ftranger thus abufe a native ? Muft

I be drove out of my own houfe by I know not who ? No, no, if I cannot get him

away by fair means, I will have his foul out of his body by foul." She foon after ap-

peared again, bringing along with her a witch and a fcholar of hers. As foon as the

people were gone, thefe two laid themfelves down on the ground, leaning againft a

wall. I knew them well enough to be what they were by the fafhion of their clothes

:

on their heads they had a piece of cloth folded round like a turban, fo that one eye

was only to be feen ; with this the old witch looked ftedfaflly upon me for fome time,

grumbling after a brutifh manner to herfelf all the while : then with her hand fhe pro-

ceeded to fcrape a fmall hole in the ground ; at the fight of this I immediately ordered

my interpreter to be gone, being more concerned for him than myfelf; for as a prieft that

had always trufted in God, I doubted not but to render her charms inefledual as to

myfelf. I commanded the devil that he fhould not come near, but fhe little regarding

what I did, went on with her forceries. I ordered the evil fpirits a fecond time to be

gone, which fhe perceiving, giving her fcholar a lufty flap on the face, fhe bid her be-

gone and leave her alone : at my third command fhe departed alfo, but returned next

morning betimes, pradtifing over her devilifh arts as before. I refolved not to ftand

long in one place, thereby to avoid the defign fhe had upon me to bewitch me to death,

that having been the reafon of her making a hole in the earth. It feems their cuftom

is, that when they have a mind to bewitch any one mortally, they put a certain herb

or plant into the hole they have fo dug ; which, as it perifhes and decays, fo the vigour

and fpirits of the perfon they have a defign upon will fail and decay. I propofed to

myfelf to fpend my time in baptizing, till the watermen that belonged to my boat re-

turned to me ; but it fo happened that I had done all that I had to do before any one of

them came. I then went down to the river-fide a little way diftant, whither the witch

followed me : when I had gone down thrice, endeavouring all along to avoid her, and

finding I could not, I fat me down by the water-fide in expectation of the watermen's

coming : this the hag perceiving, fhe likewife fquatted herfelf down over againft me.

The
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The people being curious to know what would be the event of this contefl, had hid

themfelves in an adjoining field of millet, which grew about ten or twelve hands high,

which I knew nothing of. Whilfl I was thus fitting, and obferving that vile wretch fo

near me, it put me in mind of the faying of the wile man, Mu/ier nequam plaga mortis :

a wicked woman is a deadly wound. Then I addrefled myfelf to God, faying, " O
Lord, the caufe is thine, thy honour lies at ftake, and fo much the rather by reafon

that the inhabitants of this ifland are but very little acquainted with thee ! As for me,
I am but a jpoor worm in refpeft of thy majefty : do thou work in me, for without
thee I can do nothing." This faid, I commanded her once more, in the name of the

bleffed Trinity and the holy Virgin, to be gone, and withal blowing gently towards her,

Ihe all ot a fudden giving three leaps, and howling thrice, fled away in a trice. The
fwiftnefs of her motions were fo extraordinary, that they were wondered at by all that

faw them, and thought impoffible to be performed by any human power. When the
witch began to fly, the people came forth of their holes, and, running after her with
feveral reproachful exclamations, cried out, " The devil is fled and the priefl not
moved : the devil take all witches and witchcraft." I being furprifed at the hearing of

fo great a number of voices in my favour, gave immediate thanks to the fupreme Dif-

pofer of all things, and more efpecially when I heard them cry further, " God prof-

per Chriflianity ! God profper Chriftianity !

Soon after the watermen appeared, whom I thought to have hid themfelves likewife

as the others had done, but it feems they had not : I gave them all the good words 1

could, that they might go off prefently, which they did not long after. The fecond
night after our leaving this place, we came to the ifland of Zariambola belonging to

Sogno, where I thought myfelf fecure : as I went up the canal, before I landed, I met
with a nephew of the count's, whom I acquainted that I was jufl: come from Congo
with good news for the country of Sogno. This was not fpoken to a deaf perfon, for

it was inmiediately carried to the count's ears. Next morning the Mani of the place

pretended that he would provide me another boat to tranfport me farther, but, after a

good deal of time loft, none appeared. It was my good fortune that the aforefaid re-

lation of the count's happened to return again that way, who perceiving that I had been
made a fool of and abufed by the Mani, fell into a great paflion, and, kicking againft

the ground, began to reprove him after this manner ; " Is it thus that you behave your-

felf in my uncle's bufinefs ? I will take care that, as foon as I get to Sogno, you fliall

be fure to be deprived of your government." The Mani began to excufe himfelf,

affirming that he had afligned me a fuflicient number of watermen, and that, if I were
not gone, it mull have been their fault. Coming to an anchor afterwards about mid-

night in the port of Pinda, my boat's crew fled, not giving me an opportunity to re-

turn their kindnefs. I then landed, and went ftraightway to our convent. Next morning
the count, with a greater attendance than ordinary, came to fee and welcome me home.
As foon as I faw him, I broke forth into thefe words, " Did not I tell Your Excellency,

that if I could not well accomplifli my miflion by land, I would do it by water ?"

When he, without anfwering me a word, fell down immediately on the ground to kifs

my feet, which he would needs do, though I hindered him all I could, and my bre-

thren that were then prefent much wondered at it. Being much afliamed of what he
had done, I prefently lifted him up, and we afterwards ftepped afide to difcourfe of the

particulars of my expedition. I acquainted His Excellency with what had paflTed be-

tween me and Don John Simantamba, concerning the reftoring of Chiovachianza. He
feemed very well plcal'ed with the news, and faid, that was what he had moll defircd.

I then adviied him to re-eflablifh Don Garcia, who at that time lived within his domi-
1' i' 2 nions.
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nions. Which counfel of mine he readily agreed with, having been all along hitherto

forced to maintain him at his own charge, and contrary to his inclinations, only through

policy. As foon as our private difcourfe was at an end. Father Andrew da Pavia, one

of the two miflioners that I had left behind me, told me, that there was a Dutch (hip

ready to fet fail for Loanda, and that, if I thought fit, I might take that opportunity

to carry fo much good news to our fuperior there, and the governor. To which I an-

fwered, that I did not much care to go fo quickly to fea again, defiring rather to repofe

myfelf till the return of the fmack from Loango, according to my promife given the

commander thereof. Hereupon Father Andrew undertook himfelf what I refufed, and

in order thereto took leave of the count that very minute. Making this voyage in a

Dutch (hip, which are commonly pretty good failors, he returned to us again in lefs

than a month's time. Having brought the news to the governor, he faid, he embraced

him heartily, and told him, he could never have wilhed for any thing better, fmce

the way would probably be now opened to Congo, to the great benefit of the

Portuguefe.

In confirmation of this I muft further add, that when I was going a fecond time to

Sogno from Loanda, as I was taking leave of the governor, he earneftly recommended

to me to procure leave from the count for the Portuguefe to trade with his dominions.

"When the farmers of the King 's revenue that ftood by, anfwered, " A free trade with

Sogno can fignify little or nothing to us, that country being like a large tree, where

nothing is to be met with but branches and leaves j when a voyage to Congo would

furnifli us not only with leaves, but fruit.

Lobo, the late governor of Loanda, whilft he was in office, acquainted the royal

chamber, that he defired to have the crown of Congo in his pofTeffion ; but whatever

diligence was made ufe of for that purpofe, it could by no means be found. Then he

commanded a new one to be made of filver gilt, to the end that when the Conghefe

ambaflador came for it, he might have it ready to give him. The King of Portugal

coming to the knowledge of the crown's being loft, writ both to the bifhop and go-

vernor, that they (hould make it their bufinefs to find out in whofe hands it was laft,

and punifh him as if he had ftolen it. Father Andrew, through the fhort warning he

had of his journey, was not able to give any account when the Conghefe ambaflador

was to arrive ; but afterwards, at the return of the fmack from Loango, I going to

Loanda in it, acquainted the governor that it would be in the month of Auguft. Au-

guft came, yet no ambaflador appeared, which made us miflioners not a little concern-

ed, having given out every where that he would certainly come then.

A little after, meeting with fome Negroes newly come from Congo to this city, they

informed us that they had met the ambaflfador on the road with a great retinue. The

Sognefe ambaflador being likewife in this city at that time, to congratulate the biftiop's

accefs to the bifliopric, had information that he was flopped by the Duke of Bamba's

orders, as he came through his dominions, that prince having been always an enemy to

Congo, on account of his pretences to that crown, founded on his defcent from Donna

Anna, one of the before-mentioned rival-queens. • The Portuguefe were fatisfied with

his fending, and all things had taken efteft, but for fome troubles that enfued : for the

new governor was about making war on the Queen of Singa, who had dcflroyed a ter-

ritory belonging to the Portuguefe with fire and fword, and carried away the Sova, or

lord of it, and his wife into llavery.

Amongft other fervices done the King of Portugal, by Lewis Lobo the former

governor of Loanda, one was, that he laid the firft foundation of a communication with

Congo,
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Congo, and rendered that kingdom dependent upon Portugal, as likewlfe made a crown
for the King thereof at liis own proper cofts. The crowning of this King we did not
doubt fliortly to effect, notwithflanding what had happened, especially fnice Father An-
drew da Pavia was negociating earneftly about it.

Whilft this was in agitation, the Father fuperior, witlj the refl of us, did all that in

us lay to promote the replandng of Chriltianity in Cacongo, calling in to our alTiftance

the governor himfelf, and the Royal Chamber, who were fo well affected to our propo-
fals, that they told us, that whatever fmall benefit they could propofe to themfelves by
traffic with this kingdom, yet would they affifl us to their power in the introducing of
Chriftianity there ; and that the firll fhips they had at liberty Ihould be employed in

that miffion. The new governor was extremely diligent in furthering this affair, and
the bifliop rather more than he. I told them that not only Portuguefe but likewife

Italian priefts would be neceffary to alienate the minds of that people from jealoufies and
fufpicions. To the fame purpofe I had formerly writ to the then vice-fuperior, Father
Jofeph Maria da Bufetto, when I was fent for by the King of Cacongo, and he had fent

my laid letter to the facred college. Our Father fuperior likewife had difpatched my
fecond letters to the fame college, which 1 fent to him on the fame account.

Matters being thus difpofed, a certain head of a convent in this city, having been
fully informed by Ferdinand Gomez of the King of Cacongo's inclinations to embrace
the Chridian faith, refolved to take the talk of preaching it to him upon himfelf For
this end he gave out, that he had received orders from his fuperiors to tranfport himfelf

to Capinda, well knowing that I could not go by reafon of an infirmity I then laboured
under. He alfo procured letters from our fuperior, to recommend him to our convent
at Sogno where he was confequently very courteoufly received. Thence he fent a Por-
tuguefe prieft, his companion to Cacongo, enjoining him to fpeak with the King.
Without this perfon he could never have had any hopes of the fuccefs of his million,

being not at all ikilled in the Conghefe language, which this prieft I'poke very well.

He neverthelefs could not obtain the fpeech of the King, which caufed him to w'rite to

him in his fuperior's name ; but getting no anfwer, he began to delpair : whereupon
returning back, they both came again with fliame to Loanda.

Afterwards Father Andrew da Pavia took upon him to write to the faid King, figni-

fying to him that he would come and baptize His Majedy, whenever he fhould pleafe

to appoint him. it was reported about this time that all foreign millioners were to de-

part by order of the King of Portugal, and that all our convents were to be I'urrendered

to thofe (a bad report for us Capuchins, as you fliall hear more hereafter) of the afore-

faid order. Whereupon the aforefaid fuperior, though he did not well care that Pavia

fhould go, yet that he might prepare the way for him, and build a convent there, he
earneftly preffed him to it. At Pavia's arrival the King fent him word, that he could

not confent to fee him, having formerly given his promife to mc whom he expected
;

and that with me he looked not only for an exercife of the facred miniftry, but likewife

for trade and commerce, by means of a merchant I was to bring along with me to fettle

in his dominions for that purpofe.

Among all the kingduuis which I have feen in this part of Ethiopia, none pleafed me
fo much, either lor commodiou fuels or profit, as this of Cacongo ; which good qualities

inclined not a few befides myfelf to be defirous of going thither. The commodioulnefs
of it confifts in its lying between three ports much frequented by ftrangers. The firft

and moll famous of thefe is that of Loango, the fecond that of Capinda, and the third

and laft that of Cacongo itl'elf, but which is not very fecure. This kingdom for the
moft part is llat, with an air indifterently wholeibmc, and a foil not unfruitful, by reafon

of
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of frequent fhowers, and the mould being generally black, whereas in other parts of

Ethiopia it is either fandy or chalky. The inhabitants of this country, confidering they

have been born pagans, are more courteous and humane than ordinary ; and though

they are infidels, they cherifli and refpeft our priefts. Whilft the plague was amongfl:

them, they burnt their idols, faying, " If they will not help us in fuch a misfortune as

this, when can we expeft they fhould ?" This paflage I heard whilft I was in Sogno :

and it grieved me extremely that 1 had not opportunity to go, and further fuch good

motions in them for their fouls' fakes. Thus much for Cacongo, and its inhabitants.
|

I muft now give fome fhort account of the kingdom of Angola, though I have been

only perfeftly acquainted with the provinces of Dante and Bengo.

Before we proceed, let us ftop awhile in the city of Loanda, where I have been

three times, once upon bufmefs, and the other two times I lay there a great while fick.

To fpeak only of what I know, Loanda is the metropolis, not only of this, but of all

other neighbouring kingdoms that belong to the Portuguefe. Here refides the bilhop

of Congo and Angola, together vnth a chapter of about eight or nine canons. The

governor of this city precedes all others in any of the Portuguefe conquefts in Ethiopia.

Here are three convents of religious perfons, viz. one of Jefuits, another of bare-foot

Carmelites, and a third of friars of the third order of St. Francis. As to thefe two laft,

the Carmelites have a miffion out of the city in the faid kingdom, where at prefent lives

a fecular prieft, through the great fcarcity of regulars. Among the Jefuits there was a

famous miflioner, adorned with many good qualities, and a virtuous life, who travelling

about indefatigably into all parts of the kingdom, to throw down and grub up the idols

and trees that the pagans worlhipped, was thought to have been made away by fome of

thofe people. Here is likewife a houfe of our order, where our Father fuperior refides,

who is thence to fupport the miffions by the charity of the good people there. Our
church here is more than ordinarily frequented on account of its being dedicated to the

glorious St. Anthony of Lifbon, fo called by the Portuguefe; as likewife that there are

feveral martyrs bodies kept in it, which have been tranfported hither from Rome. It

is a royal chapel, and has two congregations of the Rofary, allowed by the Dominicans

who have no abode here. Here three times a week is fung a third part of the Rofary,

and three times more throughout the year difcipline is ufed. The brotherhood has

built a chapel eight fquare, with a large cupola of an extraordinary height ; which

being a thing uncommon here, is extremely admired. Under it there is a vault for

burial, which is not cuftomary in the other churches. This vault was firft built for the

body of Father Francis Licodia, a bare-foot friar of the province of Syracufe, who died

fome time before my arrival here. A great concourfe of people affilted at his burial,

his death having been proclaimed throughout the city by boys. The people's devotion

was fo remarkable at his funeral, that though a prodigious whale was caft afhore at that

time, yet did it not in the leaft raife their curiofity. The Jefuits, with whom we enter-

tain an afFe£lionate correfpondence, put him under-ground, and Father Ribera of the

fame convent preached his funeral fermon. This Father was zealous in breeding up

children in the fear of God ; for he had got a great company of white boys, whom he

habited like Capuchins, teaching them the principles of the Chriftian religion a-days,

which they repeated and fung over a-nights. Of thofe in my time I found to the num-
ber of fixty, though Father Francis was dead. While I was here, this good perfon's

body was difcovered on account of burying our fuperior, Father John da Romano, in

his vault. His corpfe was entire in the coffin ; on the lid of which his pidure was

painted to the life. When it was opened, fome body out of zeal took out two of his

9 ' teeth,
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teeth, and the point of his hood. How extremely devout thefe citizens are towards our

blefled patron St. Francis, is fitter for another pen to exprefs than mine.

All 1 can fay is, that without carrying our wallet at our back, which is not here the

cuftom, we rather abound with neceftaries than want them, in fuch manner, that he that

has a mind to bellow his charity upon us, muft fend it betimes or he will have it back

again. Thefe good citizens not only fupport our convent in this city, but likewife feve-

ral other miflions into divers kingdoms, otherwife we could not be able to fubfift.

True it is, we endeavour to make fome return of what is rare in thofe places.

To give farther inflances of the goodnefs of this people, I will add a word of the

governor. When we came hither, we found Don John di Sylva in pofleffion of the

government of this kingdom, who (hewed fo entire an affedion towards us, that what-

ever memorials and petitioijs we prefented to him, he forthwith granted and figned,

fcarce reading them. It happened that a certain pried of his own nation coming to alk

a favour of him on account of a friend, the governor would by no means grant it.

Whereupon the priefl: broke out into thefe words :
" You fcarce read the petitions of

the Capuchins who are ftrangers, but bellow favours on them ; and to us your coun-

trymen you deny all we alk." To which Sylva replied, " I do neither open nor read

the Capuchins petitions, becaufe I am well aifured they will alk nothing but what is fit

for me to grant ; and befides, what they require of me on other people's accounts, I

know well to be done merely out of charity, and without any expectation of a return

from thofe they oblige." The fame favour we found with the late bifliop, and the pre-

fent. And to conclude with this matter, I will here tell you a ftory of the aforefaid

Father Francis: Two fellows going to be hanged. Father Francis moved by mere cha-

rity, told the governor, that in cafe he would pardon one of them, he would fufFer death

in his (lead. The governor anfwered, that if he would be as good as his word, one of

them fliould prefently be unloofed and fent away ; and if he could find another would
Jo the Hke good office for the other, they fhould both be freed though they were great

offenders. But though this proffer was made on Father Francis's fide, none would
appear on the other ; fo that one mufl unavoidably die for want of a friar to releafe

them. When they came to the place of execution, the governor fent to take the hal-

ter off from Father Francis's neck, when he was difpofed to die, and knew nothing of

any mercy defigned him ; and if Father Leonard de Nardo his companion would have

done the fame, they had both efcaped, but for want of it one was hanged.

Let us now come to the cufloms and manners both of the Portuguefe and flrangers

that live in this city. They are of three forts : Firfl, thofe that come merely on account

of God's fervice, and for no worldly interell, though thefe are but few. The fecond

fort are fuch as come to command or trade there, who are many. The third kind

are likewife no fmall number, though nothing comparable to the foregoing, and they

are thofe condemned perfons that are fent hither by courts of jullice, amongft which

the fpiritual courts fend feveral defcended from the Jewifh race, which are named by
the citizens New Chriltians ; thefe are kept from coming to the facred funftions for

feveral reafons, amongft which one is for a crime frequently prattifed by them, which

I fhall forbear to name for fear of offending chafle ears. Notwithflanding this, thefe

people are the greatefl frequenters of churches, and give the mofl liberally to our con-

vents and poor.

The women being bred among Blacks, fuffer themfelves to be fo much perverted,

that they fcarce retain any thing white about them except their (kins ; but be this fpoken

with a reiervation of the good of that fex, whereof there are fome few. The worfcr

fort take upon them to lord it over their hufbands, infomuch that if they will not live

according
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according to their fancies, they do all they can to drive them out of their houfes, or

elfe humble them fo far, as never to go out nor take their pleafure in their net, and

under their umbrella, according to cuftom. But ftill the worfl is, that while they are

under this confinement, they choke for want of water, this city having none frelh but

what comes from an ifland about two days journey diftant. This makes good the faying

of the wife man. Melius eft babitare in deferto, quam cum jnulicre rixosd; " It is better

to live in a defert than with a fcolding wife." Likewife in eating the wife and the (he

Black generally ftarve the hulband ; upon which occafion I hear him, methinks, to

cry out with the poet,

O conjux, male grata feni, male grata maritO)

Sola tuis, conjux, dedita deliciis.

'1

Some of thefe women keep their hufband's clothes from them, out of a pretence that

they do not belong to them alone, but to their family in general. The law here is that

what comes by the mother defcends to the daughters, and that becaufe the fons have where-

withal to maintain them by marriage. When the maids are marriageable, if their mothers

carry them to church, they are faid to do fo to fell them, and therefore for the moft part they

keep them clofe. When they are married, they alfo generally keep themfelves up for

one reafon or other, either on account of being big with child, heat, wet-weather, or

the like. When they come to be old, they do not care for being feen for fear of dif-

covering their wrinkles. The better fort go to take the air in their nets, with a carpet

thrown over them, and attended at lead by twelve perfons : two of thefe carry the

net, at^d two more bear umbrellas on each fide, and eight Mocamas (Negro waiting-

maids), four of which hold each a corner of the carpet, and four walk before to fpread

the carpet to kneel on when their miftrefs goes into the church. Whenever there is

any flage-play, or tilting, the women, all without exception, go to it even though they

were fick. On Holy-Thurfday they always walk on foot, and without attendance, which

they never do at any other time. To obviate fuch diforders. Father Paul da Verefe,

and our fuperior, obtained of the bifhop that mafs lliould be faid in three different

churches, viz. in the cathedral, the pariHi by the fea-fide, and thirdly in our church,

two hours before day ; at which great numbers affifted, which was continued in my
time. At lad a certain perfon happening to be killed coming out of a fufpicious

houfe, fome ill people took thence an occafion to get this pious and good cuftom

fuppreffed.

Of the Mulattoes, born of a White and a Black, whereof there are great numbers

here, I can never fay enough. They hate the Negroes mortally, nay even their own
mothers that bore them, and do all they can to equal themfelves with the Whites

;

which is not allowed them, they being not permitted to fit in their prefence.

The Mulatto women wear no fmocks nor petticoats, and have only a piece of cloth

girt under their arms ; but this is neverthelefs to be meant of fuch as have no known
fathers. The Mulattoes wear ftockings and breeches, and become commonly either

priefts or foldiers, above which condition they never rife. It was no fmall trouble to

me to obferve, that wherever thefe Mulattoes were born, they were prefently defigned

for priefts. There are great numbers of them, who not knowing how they came into

the world, or whether they are defcended from Jews, cannot be expected to be able

to inftruft others. To remedy this diforder therefore, the new biftiop brought orders

from Rome, that none ftiould be difpenfed with as to their irregularity. Of this thefe

Mulattoes believing us Capuchins to have been authors, by reafon that we had fre-

1
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quently preached againfl thefe abufes, they bore us a mortal ill-will, neverthelefs it has

never hitherto been in their power to do us any harm.

Thofe among thefe people that are foldiers, and travel about the kingdom, exa6l as

much fervice and refpeft from the Negroes as the Whites, caufing thcmfelves to be
carried in nets ; and if it fo happened that the Sova or Mani (governor) be not imme-
diately ready to provide them with people for their fervice, or do not treat them as

they require, they will prefently draw their fwords, and take whatever they can find

in this governor's houfe, though they are going, not about their King's, but their own
bufinefs. If perchance they have occafion to eat on the road, they take whatever

eatables they can meet with, without thanking the Negro they have them from ; and
if he fliould happen to murmur but in the leaft at their injuftice, inftead of making
him fatisfaclion, they will pay him with baftinadoes and blows.

Others that turn Pomberos (buyers of flaTes), and go up and down in the country

for that purpofe, commit a great many unjuftifiable aftions, amongfl: which this one
feems to me moft unpardonable : they will lie with the Negro-women, and get them
with child ; and fome years afterwards returning that way, will take thofe very children

they have fo got from their mothers, under pretence of better educating them in the

city of Loanda ; but inftead thereof, at a certain age, do fell or barter them away for

fuch commodities as flaves are wont to be exchanged for, and thereby grow rich by
trading in their own flefti and blood. A barbarous cuftom in truth, and not fufi'ered

amongft Chriftians, efpecially where Chriftianity is in its infancy, as it is in thefe parts.

This is the reafon likewife why the pagans do not come in fafter to be converted, be-

caufe they obferve how many ill aftions the Mulattoes are guilty of, and yet go un-

punifhed.

To prevent in fome meafure this bad cuftom, the governor in my time forbad the

Mulattoes to trade any more this way, and ordered, that if they had a mind to travel

any whither, they fhould pay for the carriage, both of themfelves and their baggage,

affirming, that it they went on the King's bufinefs, they would infallibly be paid again
;

but if on their own, they ought to reft fatisfied with the expence. By thefe means
this mifchief was for a while difcontinued.

But this abufe would not have been fo much if it had lain only among the Mulattoes;

the Whites alfo had their fliare in it, and traded like the others in their own flefli.

This comes to pafs when their black miftrefs brings them forth a child, and being of

that hue it is naturally a flave, which coming afterwards accidentally to offend, is

forth xith fold according to cuftom : but the worft is, this is done upon the fmalleft

offence, and without any regard to nature or relation.

A father had two daughters, the one a widow, the other a marriageable Mulatto ;

having a mind to marry the latter, he took away the other's goods, and all Ihe had to

give with this Mulatto : the widow in my hearing faid, " I will not difpleafe my father,

let him do what he pleafes, I will never oppole him ; but when he dies I will fell

his daughter, becaufe fhe is born of my flave, and thus without trouble or contcft will

recover what is taken from me," giving her father to underftand as much in a civil way.

In fhort, unlcfs the father declare one of thefe to be his lawful fon or daughter, they

are ever looked upon as flaves.

As to the Negroes which inhabit this city and kingdom, except fome few that are

free as being natives, they are all flaves to the Whites : fome are fent to the Arimi

(farms) about one or two days journey off from the city, as to Bengo and Dante,

which are well watered with rivers, when the other provinces are almoft parched up
for want of rain, and confequently not fit for tillage. The way of manuring the ground

here is this : they caft up the earth with fpades into a ridge, leaving thereby a furroMr
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on either fide, into which, when the rivers are well filled by rain from the mountains,

they cut their banks and let in the water : after it has remained there fome time, and

the earth is pretty well moiftened, they let it out again into their canals, and clofe up
their banks. When this is done, after a little while the earth becomes proper for their

feed, which, when fown, after three months time is fit to be reaped. Others of thefe

flaves are fent to fifhing, whereby their mafter maintains his family, and fells what he

has more than fufficient for that purpofe. It is not to be imagined what a great quantity

of fi(h they have in thefe feas, and how cheap they are to be bought. A great Pro-

vidence truly ! for otherwife it would be almofl impoffible to fubfift here, efpecially in

this city. I muft confefs in all my travels I never met with the like, though I have

read in Peter Cobero's voyages, written in Spanifli, that he had been in a country

bordering upon a river wherein there were fuch great abundance of fifh, that the in-

habitants dried and made bread of them, bones and all. Upon thefe fifh the Blacks

generally live altogether, whereof the Whites eat fometimes, efpecially a-nights, affirm-

ing they are much eafier to be digefted than flefh. Although thefe fifh have not that

pleafant tafte which ours in Italy have, yet are they neverthelefs well enough liked by

the inhabitants for want of knowing better.

Thefe flaves are likewife employed in building, which is commonly very flow.

Whenever any of their mafiers have a child born, a houfe is begun, and goes on no fafter

than that child grows. I fpeak this of thofe Whites that are able to build a houfe for

every child they have. The plaifler here is made of fea-fhells, whereof there are great

quantides on thefe fhores. They have furnaces of much the fame make with ours,

wherein they burn the faid fhells, which make as white and good lime as ours.

Many of thefe flaves do the oflice of barbers, wherein they are more expert than

the Whites, and that not only in the ufe of the fciffars and razor, but likewife in that

of the lancet to open a vein. In fhort, fome follow one trade, and fome another ; and

when they have no bufinefs to do for their mafters, they are hired out at fo much a week
or month, the profit whereof goes to their mafiers ; fo that he that has moft flaves here

is always accounted the richeft man.

The current coins here are the Maccutas, being certain pieces of ftraw-cloth of about

the largenefs of a fheet of pafle-board each, and which are equivalent to our brafs

money in Europe. Thofe that correfpond to our filver are the Intagas, being pieces of

thick cotton-cloth, and of about the bignefs of two large handkerchiefs, and worth

about eighteen-pence of our money. They have another fort of money called Folingas,

of cotton likewife, but of a finer fort, and like that which feamen ufe to tie about their

waifls : thefe are worth three fliillings and fixpence each. Thofe coins that are of

greater value, and anfwer to our gold, are the Birami, made of fine linen, whereof

each parcel goes for feven fhillings and fixpence or eight fhillings. No brafs, filver or

gold coins, are made ufe of either by foreign merchants or others in thefe countries.

From the great variety of flaves of diflerent nations in thefe countries mufl needs

proceed the like variety and difference in humours and cuftoms ; and, although they

are all Chriflians, yet I obferved that the law of God was not fo religioufly obferved

amongft them as it ought to be ; for that they feemed to me to perform the duties of

their religion more out of fear of their mafters that had inltrufted them, than out of

any value they had for divine worfhip. The fhe-flaves are commonly guilty of a fault,

which is pnrrly occafioned by the white women, who, not caring to be deprived of

their Moccamas, will not fufter them to marry, and therefore they fteal from their

millreffes to maintain men to fatisfy their brutal appetites. If they happen to become
with child, no fhame is imputed either to them or their miflrefl'es. For our parts,

we do all we can to prevent it, and fome ladies fay upon this occafion, that they cannot
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be always a looking after their (he-blacks ; and if any of them chanced to be now and
then with child, they conceived it no great matter of harm : neverthelefs we often have

them chaftifed both in public and private for thefe and the like faults, and afterwards

force them to marry the perfon that had debauched them. But O what pains do we
take to bring them to it, and how many ridiculous arguments and reafons do they bring

to excufe themfelves from this duty and reftraint

!

There are thole among thefe flaves that, after they are thus married, will exchange

their wives with each other for a certain time, alledging, in cafe of reproof, that they

are not able to eat always of the fame difli. Thofe of the women likewife, that live

out in the country in their mafter's farms, will hire each of them a man, upon condi-

tion that he fliall not leave them till they have a child by him, though they are to main-

tain him all the while he is with them. It is mighty ridiculous to obferve that the wo-
men here, contrary to the cuftom of other nations, buy and fell, and do all other things

which the men ought to do, whilft their hufbands ftay at home and fpin or weave cot-

ton, or bufy themfelves in fuch other effeminate aftions. Thefe women alfo are fo jea-

lous of their hufbands, that if they fee them but fpeak to any other women they are

prefently in a flame, and make the place ring where they fo difcover them. The
bifhop ordered, that all mafters of Blacks fhould oblige them to perform the Eafter-

duty under pain of forfeiting a certain quantity of wax for every one, obliging them to

bring the certificate of their receiving and confeffmg to their maflers, and then all to-

gether to the curate. Thefe, becaufe they are often involved in the immediate occafion

of fin, make ufe of a crafty deceit to extort abfolution from their Father-confeflbr :

which is, that the firfl day of Lent the men part from the women, leading a chafte life

for the prefent, and then appearing before the prieft, tell him they have left off their

lewd courfes, and promife never to return to them. A week or a fortnight after Eafter

they go about till they are provided with one to fatisfy their luft all the year, without

having any more to do with thofe they forfook before confeffion.

Let us come now to the death and burial of thefe people, who being of fo many
different nations, and the remains of the pagans, differ likewife in their rites and cere-

monies. As to the manner of their deaths, that may be gueffed at by their lives, ac-

cording to the proverb, (^ualis vita, Jims ita. As for what relates to their burials, I

have been an eye-wimefs, that in the kingdoms of Cacongo and Angoij they do not

bury any of their relations, till all the reft of the kindred be gathered together, though
that be fometimes many days in accomplifliing : being once met, they begin the cere-

mony with feveral fuperftitious aftions, as killing of hens, with the blood of which
they befprinkle the houfe of the deceafed both within and without, and afterwards

throw the carcafes of the faid fowl upon the top of the houfe, affirming, that thereby

they prevent the foul of the dead perfon from coming to give the Zumbi to any of the

future inhabitants. The word Zumbi, in the language of the country, fignifies an

apparition of the deceafed perfon, they being of opinion, that to whomfoever it fhall

appear, that perfon will prefently die. This perfuafion has been fo deeply rooted in

the minds of thefe poor ignorant people, that the imagination alone oftentimes brings

them to their ends. We have feen feveral accidents of this kind, infomuch that a per-

fon that was before very well in health, fliall of a fudden die miferably through the

imprefllon of thefe vain delufions. Thofe that furvive affirm, ^hat the dead perfon had
fummoned him that died, efpecially where there had been any difference betwixt them
whilff both were living.

The ceremony of the hens being ended, they proceed to lamenting over the dead

perfon ; and if it fo happens, that any amongft them be not able to weep naturally,

they have recourfe to art by liolding Siliquallro, or Indian pepper to their nofes, which
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caufes the tears to flow plentifully, which, without weeping, they fuffer to trickle down

their cheeks as faft as they pleafe. When they have howled and wept for fome time,

they all of a fudden pafs from forrow to mirth, feafting heartily at the expence of the

perfon that is neareft akin to the deceafed, who all that while lies unburied in the

houfe. When they have fully fatisfied their ungodly guts, they foon forget their de-

ceafed friend, and never think of him more : then the drum beats, and they go from

the table to dancing, and fo the ball begins : when one company is weary, another be-

gins, and not only the kindred, but likewife any others are admitted to dance. After

they have done dancing, they retire into appointed places, where, being locked up to-

gether in the dark, they pradife all manner of abominable pleafures, alledging, that

at fuch a time it is lawful for them to intermix with each other at liberty. This found

of the drum feems to be the devil's fummons to affift at thefe execrable ceremonies,

and which thefe people run to with a more than ordinary inclination. It is almoft:

impoflible for the mothers to hinder their daughters, and lefs poffible for mafters to

prevent their flaves, who will break down walls, or force iron-bars to come at them.

As foon as this is done, they apply themfelves to fuperftitious and idolatrous praftices,

and fo from one to the other for fome time. When any mailer of a family dies, his

principal wife expofes herfelf to all that have a mind to enjoy her ; on this condition

neverthelefs, that none offer to fpeak the lead word in her chamber.

That thefe abominations are praftifed among pagans is not to be wondered at ; but

would to God that thefe Tumbi (funeral ceremonies) were not ufed among fome de-

praved Chriftians, not only in the kingdom of Angola, but even in Loanda itfelf. At

the time of my refiding here I was told, that not far out of this city fuch enormities

were committed. Our fuperior, accompanied with one only companion and fome trufly

perfons, immediately ran to prevent them ; but being by night (the propereft time for

thefe hellifli pradices) he met with the guards, who, well knowing that it was not our

cuftom to go out of the city at that time, unlefs upon account of doing God fome fer-

vice, prefently offered themfelves to accompany them, which, being rcfufed by our fu-

perior, they perfifted in their refolutions, alledging that otherwife fome hurt might hap-

pen to him, and therefore they went along with him. Being arrived at the place w here

thefe ceremonies were performing, the foldiers, to the end they might the better take the

offenders, ranged themfelves about the walls, which confiltiag only of mud and (lakes, /
they eafily broke down, hooping and hollowing like mad while they were doing it. The r
wicked wretches, that were not few in number, perceiving their walls broke down, and '

their houfe furrounded, immediately betook themfelves to flight, loavmg only the wife

of the deceafed behind, who, being obliged by her infernal priell Jiot to llir nor fpeak,

was eafily taken, and by the governor afterwards, uho very well knew what ihe and her

company had been doing, ordered to be publicly whipped through the city.

In Maffangano, a garrifon of this kingdom, fo many (tones were hurled at a com-

panion of mine for endeavouring to oppofe thefe people in their wicked ceremonies,

that he very narrowly efcaped having his brains beat out by them.

When any great lord, or confulerable perfon .dies, the pagans are accuflomed to

fpread the way where the corpfe palfes with leaves and branches. He muft likewife be

carried in a ftraight line to his grave ; and therefore if any houfe or wali happened to

hinder his paflage, it is immediately pulled down. To fliew themfelves kind to the

dead, they are coinmonly very cruel to the living, flmtting up both together in a tomb

with meat and drink, to the end (fay they) that the dead lord may want for nothing

in his grave : in this they imitate the tyrant Mezentius King of the Tyjrhenian'^. who in

Virgil is ("aid to join dead and living people together, till the (tench has brought them

to one condition.

The
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The Giaghi offer up human facrlfices to the dead, as they do Hkewlfe oftentimes to

the living, when they can fuppofe the perfon they intend to honour to have occafion for

afliftance either in war, or any other urgency.

One of our fathers having underflood that within a certain fepulchre of a great perfon
among thefe pagans, there were two people immured alive, went thither in great hafle

to free them from tiieir infernal and noifome dungeon, but found to his great grief that

they had fome time before perifhed. But the wickednefs of thefe people fometimes
goes further ; for at the death of any of their friends they have been accuftomed to

kill one of their flaves, to the end that he may go and ferve them in the other world

:

to this fm they will moreover add a lie ; for when we accufe them and get them correded
for fo doing, they will excufe themfelves and pretend innocence, affirming they know
nothing of the matter, even though we had never fo plain proof of it. An inftance of
this follows :— One of our order having been advifed that a poor Negro was juft

going to be facrificed as a victim to his dead maftcr, this father immediately ran to

the wife of the deceafcd perfon to prevent it, who perceiving her villany was dif-

covered, though flie at firft denied it, yet afterwards confeffed it, and gave orders to

have thofe inhuman proceedings ftopt. In my time alfo there were feveral of thefe

•wicked actions done, but the perfons concerned in them always found fo many fhifts

and fubtle evafions to conceal their offences, that we could never proceed methodically
againfl them in order to bring them to punifliment. Now if thefe things are pradifed
among Chriffians, how can we expeft they ffiould be omitted among thofe Negroes
that have fcarce heard of the name of Chriftianity.

The burial-places among the Pagans are for the mofl part in the fields, with fome-
thing or other placed over them, according to the quality of the perfon that is buried

:

fome have a long and flraight horn of I know not what beafl: fixed over them ; others

have a large heap of earth raifed upon them ; fome have an earthen platter or pipkin,

or any other velVel made of earth, fet over them ; others make harbours over their

graves, with a thoufand fuperflitious interlacings and interweavings that are performed
by their wizards : they do not make ufe of a coffin, chefl, or any other wooden thing

to put the corpfe in, but wrap it up in good cotton linen fewed clofe together, and
adorned without-fide with feveral fuperflitious fooleries, being at an expence fuitable

to the quality of the perfon deceafed. As for the poorer fort, they make ufe only of a
fort of ftraw-mats, after the mode of the country, to wrap their dead bodies in.

Within the dominions of Sogno every city and province has a certain peculiar place

with a crofs in the middle, where thofe that have not fatisfied the Eaflcr-command, or
that die before they are confeffed, are buried by themfelves, without the miflioners

concerning themfelves therein. But as for thofe who have received all the facraments
before their deaths, and have been found to have religioufly obferved the laft Lent,
they are allowed Chriffiian burial, without its being any manner of charge to them.
Alfo during their ficknefs, and after they are confeffed, we frequently rurnifh them
with refrefhinents out of charity, fuch as confedtions of tamarinds, a fruit of the
country, and the like, both cooling and cordial juleps. Befides this, we have feveral

flaves belonging to our church which are ikilled in phlebotomy, furgery, phyfic, and
what not, who all do what lies in their power to recover thefe people when fick, or
out of order : this we take care is done for them gratis, to the end they may have no
occafion to run to the wizards for help. For thofe that are poor and old, fatherlefs,

lame, blind, or the like, there is an hofpital built near to our convent, where both
their fpiritual and temporal wants are fupplied by us as often as there is found occafion,

9 or
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or that It confifts with our abilities. This is a charity which has not a little promoted

the increafe of Chriftianity in thefe parts.

Let us conclude fpeaking any farther of the Tambi, or funeral rites among the

pagans, with a paflage that happened fome years fince in Benin, a kingdom lying on

the back coafts of Africa, and towards -Guinea, being very near the equinodlial line.

Father Francis da Romano, fuperior in the kingdom of Ouueri, and Father Philip da

Figuar, being both here on a miflion, they endeavoured to difturb a certain abomina-

ble facrifice accuftomed to be performed every year to the devil, for the benefit, as

they alledged, of their dead anceflors. This facrifice fometimes confifted of above

three hundred men, but at prefent there were only five to die, yet thofe all of the

better fort. Thefe miiTioners, under the condufl: of a certain Negro their friend, came

to the third inclofure capable of holding many hundreds of people : here perceiving a

great multitude gathered together dancing and finging to divers inflruments of their

mufic, they clapped themfelves down in a private place, the better to obferve what they

were going to do. This place happened to be that where they kept the knives defigned

to perform fo inhuman an aclion. Not being able to conceal themfelves long, they

were quickly difcovered by thefe wicked wretches, who, coming towards them leaping

with great indignation, they foon drove the poor fathers out of the place they had fo

taken pofleffion of. Father Francis hereupon was fo little difmayed, that crowding

boldly through the thickeft of the Negroes, he was not afraid to reproach their King

of unheard-of cruelty : fome courtiers hearing this, immediately flew upon him, and

beating and ufing him very unmercifully, tore him out of the crowd ; when clofing

up their ranks again, they performed their inhuman facrifice. Afterwards they gave

their fathers to underftand, that it was their King's pleafure that they fhould forthwith

depart his kingdom. Which command they being not very ready to comply with,

the next morning they fet upon them again, with intention to have killed them ; which

they neverthelefs did not do, by reafon they were informed by two of the courtiers

there prefent, that the King would have them brought alive before him. Going there-

fore courageoufly to the palace, they were notwithftanding admitted to no other

audience but ftripes and reproaches in great plenty ; and afterwards told, in reviling

terms, that it was the King's exprefs order that they fhould forthwith be gone out of

his dominions. Notwithftanding which, great numbers of thefe infolent Negroes flew

upon them like fo many hornets, and hurried them away to a noifome prifon. Here
they remained no lefs than three months, being buftetted, fcofi'ed, and fcorned at all

the while. At laft, not contented with this ill ufage, they fold them for flaves to the

Hollanders ; who, taking more pity upon them than thefe infidels had done, fet them
afliore not long afterwards, fafe and found, in the Prince's Ifland. Hence they writ

to the facred college to inform them of what had happened to them ; but were

anfwered, that the church had already martyrs enough, and but two miflioners in that

kingdom, and therefore they fliould not for the future expofe themfelves fo much in

its fervice, but proceed warily among thofe new converts.

Another perfecution was undergone with cheerful countenances, and undifturbed

fouls, by two other friars in the ifland of St. Thomas, in their journey to the kingdom
of Ouueri, contiguous with that of Benin, in both of which there were new miflions

efliabhflied, and the Father-fuperior, at that time Father Francis da Monteleone, lived

in the aforefaid ifland. The vice-fuperior. Father Angelo Maria d'Aiaccio, of the pro-

vince of Corfica, together vith Father Bonaventura da Firenze, having but juft: fet

footing in the kingdom of Ouueri, they were very courteoufly received by that King.

This prince was better bred than ordinary, having been brought up amongft the Por-

tuguefe.
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tuguefe, whofe language he was an abfoluf° r after of, and could befides write and
read, a qualification unufual among thefe "'.thiopian princes. Almoft at the firft fight

of the King, the vice-fuperior broke out into thefe words :
" If Your Majcfty does

defire to have me to continue within your dominions, you muft lay your injunftions

on your fubjefts, that they embrace the holy ftate of matrimony, according to our

rites and ceremonies ; and moreover, that whereas now the young men and women
go naked till they are marriageable, I defire Your Majefty to command that they may
all go covered." To which the King anfwered, that as to what related to his fubjeds,

he would take care they (hould comply^with his requeft ; but as for himfelf, he could

never confent to do it, unle's he were married to a White, as fome of his predeceflbrs

had been. But what White would care to marry with a Black, even though he were
a crowned head, efpecially among the Portuguefe, who naturally defpife them ? Never-
thelefs the pious Father, trufting in God's providence to promote his own glory, -gave

no repulfe to the obftinate monarch, but fecmed to approve of all he faid. To bring

this good work to effecl, he immediately departed, taking his way towards the ifland of
St. Thomas, fituatc under the equinotlial line, and reckoned one of the nine countries

conquered by the Portuguefe in Africa. There he made it his bufinefs to enquire after

a White woman that would marry a Black that was a crowned head. Whereupon he
was informed that there was one in that ifland, though of mean condition, whofe
poverty and meannefs were neverthelefs ennobled by a virtuous education, and a comely
perfonage. Notwithftanding he was told that this woman was proper for the purpofe,

yet had he not the courage to fpeak to her uncle about her, under whofe care and pro-

tection flie was ; but contriving how to bring about his defign, with a lively faith in

God, one day while he was faying mafs, he turned himfelf about to the aforefaid per-

fon, conjuring him, in the prefence of all the people, in the name and for the fervice

of the mofl high God, not to deny him one requeft, which was, that he would let his

niece marry the King of Ouueri, which would greatly contribute to, if not totally

effieft, the converfion of that kuigdom. At the hearing of this, the good man being

wrought upon by the pious miflioner's reafons, could not prevent vi^eeping, and bowing
down his head, as a token of his confent.

The young lady, not long afterwards, having firft taken leave of her relations, fet

out with fome few Portuguefe, and the miflioner, for the aforefaid kingdom.

Being juft entered the confines, fhe was joyfully and univerfally faluted by the people

for their Queen, having triumphal arches raifed to her, and feveral other denionftra-

tions of joy paid her by the inhabitants.

Being arrived at the King's palace, ftie was received by that monarch like another

Rachel by Jacob, Efther by AhaHnierus, or Artemifia by Maufolus ; and afterwards

married by him, after the Chriilian manner, thereby giving a good example to his

fubjedls, who foon forfook their former licentious principles, and fubmitted to be re-

ftrained by the rules of the gofpel, that is, were all married according to the rites and
ceremonies of the church.

After four years million into thefe parts, the aforefaid two Fathers tranfported them-

felves into the ifland of St. Thomas, partly to proceed further in the duties of their

ofEce, and partly to oblige the Kirig, who commanded it. This good intention oi

theirs, it leems, the devil envied, for he raifed up a certain ecclefiaftical perfon there

ag;iinft them, who extremely envied our two milTioners. This perfon had been accuf-

tomed, before their arrival, to go every fix months to the kingdom of Ouueri to

baptize that people, which brought him in the profit of a flave a month, and another

from the King, in confideration of his charge and trouble ; but now finding himfelf

deprived
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deprived of this gain for four years," he, together with others not well affefted to

religion, raifed the crueleft perfecution agthnfl thefe poor Fathers that could poflibly

have been thought on. He accufed them to the governor of the ifland for enemies to

the crown of Portugal, and that they travelled about thofe countries with falfe pafles

;

and moreover, that to his knowledge, and in his hearing, they had debauched the

minds of the King and Queen of Ouueri, and belides held correfpondence with the

enemies of the Portuguefe dominions. All this the governor heard patiently, yet did

not immediately refolve to have thefe innocent Fathers Seized ; whereupon one of thofe

that had accompanied the Queen to Ouueri, faid jo hii.i, " Take care, my lord, of

what you do, left, apprehending thefe apoftolical miflioners, you create a difference

between the crown of Portugal and the fee of Rome. We are much obliged to thefe

holy men for raifmg our country-woman to a crown." The governor would not med-

dle with thefe holy men, but ordered them to be fent to Loanda, where there were

likewife great complaints made againft them by the aforefaid prieft and his adherents.

Hence they were fent to the tribunal at Lilbon, where, being declared innocent, in

that they had fufficient authority from the crown for what they had afted, their accufers

were cited to appear to make good, if they could, their allegations ; which not being

able to do, the chief calumniator, the ecclefiaftic, fled to Brazil, and the others to

other places for protedion.

Father Bonaventura da Firenze, on account of his great indifpofitions, returned to

Italy ; but Father Angelo Maria direfted his courfe anew towards the ifland of St.

Thomas, where, having performed the part of a good miflionary, and a good Chrifl;ian,

teaching by his exemplary life what his tongue omitted, he returned after fome time to

Lifbon, and died there. Until our coming into this part of Ethiopia, thefe kingdoms

had not feen the face of any other miflloner ; and every time any fliip came to anchor

in their harbours, the natives would aflc the feamen if they had any Capuchin on

board. And if they were anfwered that they had not, then would they fly into a

paflion, and cry out, " Muft we then always lead our lives thus like beafts, and never

have any prieflis come to teach us better ?"

Whilft I was at Loanda, they writ to our fuperior. Father John da Romano, to fend

them fome fpiritual labourer. He fent their letter to thefacred college, who writ back,

that for the prefent Father Monteleone fliould go to the ifland of St. Thomas, and

build a convent there, to the end that whenever any niiflioners came thither, they

might the eafier tranfport themfelves into thefe kingdoms. If there were niiflioners

fufficient fent, efpecially from the facred college, and the apoftolic fee, I dare be pofi-

tive they would find the converfion of this part of Ethiopia eafy enough, the people

thereof confefling already, that they believe the fucceflx)r of St. Peter to be a moft holy

perfon, and one that cannot err ; and confequently thofe that are fent by him are like

him, and therefore they have no fufpicion of the Italians, which would not be In

refpefl: of other nations, in regard to their political fl;ate. This happinefs, peculiar to

our nation, gives us authority to go in our habits into their innermoft receiles, which

priefts of other countries would not be permitted to do. Neverthelefs the devil, the

author of all ill, does oftentimes work fo by his minifters, that he gives us fome diff

turbance, which, notwithftanding, fignifies little or nothing, great numbers having

been in few years converted here. If I fliould fay myfelf, that I have done that good
office for thoufands and thoufands, I am fure I fliould not lie ; for I can be pnfitive,

that of men, women, and children, I have baptized no lefs than thirteen thoufand,

and caufed very many to marry. The fliort time I did this in, will be the lefs won-

idered at, if the great numbers of people here be confidered ; and that, as I have faid

before
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before in another place, one of our order alone baptized upwards of fifty thoufand.

Alfo, Father Jerom da Montefarchio, of our province of Naples, (whofe painful travels

and good qualities have already been made known to the world by another hand,) told

me himfelf, before his death, that within the fpace of twenty years continuance in thefe

parts, he baptized above one hundred thoufand perfons, and amongft the reft, the
King, or rather Duke of Congobella, tributary to the King of Micocco, together with
his nephew, and feveral other perfons of quality.

That thefe fort of people have been given to idolatry, and the eating of man's flefli,

I cannot deny ; but then I muft affirm, that they readily embrace Chriftianity, and
reap the fruit of it, as may appear by what happened to me. Our interpreter had a
certain black flave, a very ftrong fellow, but blind and obftinate to the good advice
was given him by his mafter to abjure paganifm, and embrace the Chriftian faith. His
anfwer, in defence of his principles, was. That the elephant never eats fait, (fo they
call baptizm in their language,) and yet he became fat and large, and lived a long
while. It feems the holy baptifm, in their dialect, is called Minemungu, which is as

much as to fay, to feafon the blelTed fait. If any one fhould alk, if fuch a one were
a Chriftian or a Pagan ; if a Chriftian, they would anfwer. He is a Chriftian, for

he has tafted of the fait that has been blefted by the prieft. You muft obferve, that if

any of thefe had been baptized with water alone, he would not have been very well

fatisfied. Now this flave fpoken of before, happening to be grievoufly fick, I went to

vifit him, and ufing a great many fpiritual arguments to him, found it not difficult to

convert him. He yielded to my propofals, and was baptized, to the great fatisfaftion

of his mafter, as well as himfelf, and afterwards married to a Chriftian woman there

prefent. The third day after, he died, changing his flavcry in this life for a glorious

liberty in the other.

To fay that the Negroes, and efpecially Giaghi, are always obftinate and perverfe,

and man-eaters, is not to be made an objedlion againft them, becaufe our Saviour fays,

" Thofe that are well do not ftand in need of a phyfician ;" and the worfe the diftem-

per, the more need of cure. This will appear by the only inftance of the converfion

of the Queen of Singa : this Queen, with the greateft part of her people, was con-
verted by the great pains of Father Anthony Laudati da Gaeta of our order ; the man-
ner whereof was told me by a Portugucfe captain that was prefent when it was done.
He faid, the Queen and the aforefaid Father Anthony were ftanding together dif-

courfing, when all of a fudden the friar thus befpoke the Queen : " Madam, when 1

behold fo many large and fruitful valleys, enriched and adorned with fo many cryftal

ftreams, and defended from the injuries of weather by fuch high and pleafant hills, all

under Your Majefty's command, I cannot forbear being fo bold, as to afli you who
was the author of all thefe ? Who fecundated the ground, and afterwards ripens the

fruit r" To which the Queen, without the lealt hefitation, readily anfwered, " My
anceftors." " Then," replied the Capuchin, " does Your Majefty enjoy the whole
power of your anceftors ?" " Yes," anfwered fhe, " and much more, for over and
above what they had, I am abfolute miftrcfs of the kingdom of Mataniba." The pious

friar hearing this, ftoopcd to reach a flender ftraw that lay upon the ground, and having

taken it up, cried to the Queen, " Madam, pray do nic the favour to caufe this to

hang without holding in the air." The Queen turned away her face, and looked fcorn-

fully at a requeft fo infignificant and inconfiderable. The friar reinforced his petition,

earncftly entreating Her Majefty to comply with his defires ; whereupon proifering to

put it into her hand, ftie let it fall. Father Anthony ftooped again to take it up, but

the Queen being the more nimble of the two, got hold of it before him : " The rea-

voL. .\vi. i< K fon,"
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fon," quoth the friar, " why the draw fell was, becaufe Your Majefty did not com
tnand it not to fall 5 but now be pleafed to order it to hang of itfelf, without help, in

the air." She did fo, but it would not obey. Whereupon the zealous friar broke out

into the following expreffions : " Be it known to Your Majefty, O Queen, that your

anceftors have no otherwife been authors of thefe fair fields and fprings, than you are

of the fupport of this Itraw ; but that the great Creator of heaven and earth, Chrift

Jefus, the only Son of God, and the fecond Perfon of the Trinity, whofe image you

have here upon this crucifix, made thofe and all things elfe, that is, was the firft caufe

of all." Then the Queen humbled herfelf, and bowing her royal head, fubmitted to

own the truth, embracing the holy faith, wherein Ihe not long after died ; and which

(he had before received in her younger days, but apoftatized from it.

The Ethiopians are not fo dull and ftupid as is commonly imagined, but rather more

fubtle and cunning than ordinary, as may appear by what happened to a certain French

fea-captain at Mina, on the coaft of Africa, which he told me himfelf, and was confirmed

to me by a Portuguefe of the ifland of St. Thomas, who was an eye-witnefs of it. This

captain failing along the coafts where the mines are, and thinking to exchange his mer-

chandize for gold, was unfortunately made a prize by a Hollander, who feizing his fhip,

and putting the feamen in irons, carried their captain, under a ftrong guard, afhore

before the governor, who for a welcome ordered him to a clofe prifon, loaded with

irons, and to be looked after by about thirty ftrong Blacks, where he expeded nothing

but death. The chief of thefe Negroes perceiving the prifoner to bear fo manfully

what was fo wrongfully offered him, by an earneft and ftedfaft look on him, difcovered

both his pity and concern for fo great injuftice done him. At laft, being encouraged

by the gravity and modefty of his countenance, which promifed a great deal of pru-

dence and difcretion, he approached him, and faid to him, " Since you have done no-

body any harm, and your enemies have behaved themfelves immoderately rigorous to-

wards you, not only in imprifoning, but likewife in depriving you of your goods and

life, I offer myfelf, led thereunto by a principle of abhorrence of fuch adions, to free

you." The captain taking heart at this proffer of the Negro's, anfwered him ;
" If

thou haft courage fufficient to deliver me from death, and conduft me in fafety to my
Ihip, I will in recompence reward thee with whatever thou canft afk. But how," con-

tinued he, " is it poinble for me to have fo good fortune, when there are fo many ap-

pointed to look after ine ?" " Leave that to me," replied the Ethiopian, " for I do

not doubt but I Ihall be able, by the help of fix of my companions whom I have already

engaged, to carry you off fafe to your fhip. The way I have propofed to do it is, by
making the reft of my companions dead drunk with good wine, which will give us that

are your friends a liberty to aft as we pleafe." He was not long afterwards as good as

his word, and the fuccefs of his endeavours anfwered his expeftation. The captain

looked Xipon his deliverer to be rather an angel fent from heaven to his affiftance, than

a black Ethiopian. As foon as they were got out of the prifon, they made all the hafte

they could, direfting their fteps all that night through thick woods and unfrequented

paths, till at length they got fafe to the port. The Negro went aboard the ftiip, where

he acquainted the Dutch guard, that the governor had fet at liberty both the captain

and his crew, and, therefore, advifed them to free their prifoners from their fetters, and
fet them at liberty. The Hollanders immediately obeyed this order, giving credit to

what word the Negro had brought them, he having been always looked upon for an
honeft fellow ; and, receiving a finall reward, departed.

The captain feeing himfelf mafter of his (hip, returned his unfeigned thanks to hea-

ven for his prefervatbn, and then fetting open all his chefts, offered his preferver what

1

1

recompence
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recompence he would have : all which the Negro refufed, alledging that what fervice

he had done him, was wholly on account of his being a man of honour, and in com-
miferation of his condition, and not out of any intereft or advantage which he propofed

to himfelf thereby ; and further, that if he pleafed to accept of his and his companions
fervice, they would follow him wherefoever he went. " If that be your intention,"

replied the obliged Frenchman, " let us fet fail and be gone, and I fhall always endea-

vour to proportion my gratitude and acknowledgments to your merits." This faid, the

fearaen did not weigh their anchors, but cut their cables, and, hoifting fail at the fame
time, to avoid falling afrefh into the Hollanders' hands, flood their courfe diredly for

France. The great civilities fhewed both to this Negro and his companions throughout
the whole voyage, are not to be exprefled : the feamen would often compliment them,
and efpecially their chief, calling him their deliverer. When they came to land, the

captain's relations and friends ftrove which fhould oblige thefe Blacks moft. When
they had been about three months afhore, the Negroes advifed the captain to freight his

Ihip anew with fome rich merchandize and curiofities, and to fail towards a place called

Chinea, where they could conduft him to a port not fubjeft to the Hollanders, and
known to them, where he might gain what profit he pleafed without any danger. Who
now could have millrufted the prefervers of their lives ? The captain therefore con-

fidering of the propofal, and knowing it to be as they had told him, the place they

named being below the mines, freighted his fhip accordingly, and fet fail again towards

the eaftern toafts of Africa. Coming to an anchor in the ifland of St. Thomas to take

in frefli provifions, where the wind and current are always fair for Chinea or Mina, he
made what hafte he could to put again to fea : at his firll coming out, he had a very

gentle gale, but flood ready againfl the trade or fettled wind came up, which the Portu-

guefe call Viracao, which there rifes and falls every fix hours with the tide. Then
fpreading their fails, the mariners, except the pilot, fleerfman, and another perfon, toge-

ther with the fubtle Negroes, who watched for fome ill purpofe, fell afleep. One of

thefe Negroes fet himfelf to cutting of wood, to the end that with the noife of the ax
he might drown what the others intended to do. The others knocked out the brains of

four of the feamen, together with the pilot, and their defigns were to have murdered
all ; but as Providence would have it, the captain hearing of what had happened by
means of a little boy, fiiatching up a cutlafs and two brace of piftols, and finding the

door bolted without, he was forced to get out at a port-hole : when he came upon deck,

and faw fome of his men lying dead, and others defending themfelvcs, he called out to

wake the reft of the feamen, and then falling on, foon difpatched four of the Negroes,

amongft whom was their chief, whofe head was inftantly cut ofl", and his body fcnt to

feed the fharks. The three that remained, having firft confefTcd, that their plot was to

have murdered all the fliip's crew, and afterwards to have run away to their own country

with the vcil'el, boafling what a trick they had put upon the Chrillians of I'.urope, paid

the merit of their folly, for they were immediately hanged up at the yard-arm. This

happening in fight of the ifland of St. Thomas, the people from the fliore fired upon the

fliip to know the occafion of it ; but the captain hanging out a white flag, lent his boat

afliore to acquaint them how he had been ufed by the Negroes, which extremely fur-

prifcd both the iflandcrs and fome others that heard it ; but they more efpecially won-

dered how thole fubtle Blacks could harbour fo ill a defign lb long. I'he captain fur-

ther told me, that after this he would needs go to Sogno to fee the river Zaire, and try

if he could thereby get into the kingdom nf the Abyflinians belonging to Prefler-John'

He was informed that that river, by realon ot the great number of ijlands in it, and the

feveral canals and rivers that run into it, was not at all fafe for great fliips to fail in : he

R It 2 neverthelcfs
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neverthelefs was refolved to venture to fatisfy himfclf in what he had propofed. Being

obliged to pafs by the kingdom of Angoij, which lay on the other fide of the river, the

inhabitants thereof, perceiving a fhip coming along with fuch people on board as they

had never feen or heard of before, fent out a canoe to them to tell them they muft come

and anchor in Capinda, a port of the faid kingdom. And likewife having further un-

derllood, that they were going to make difcoveries up the river, they let them know,

that if they would comply with their requeft, and come to harbour in their port, they

fhould thence be condu0;ed in their difcovery, and buy as many flaves and as much
ivory as they pleafed. But above all things they advifed them not to touch upon Sogno,

affirming that people were enemies to the Whites, and not many years before had made

a great flaughter among them. The captain, to fatisfy thefe people, left a boat laden

with goods with two mariners in it, and failed away. The Negroes carried them up

into the country, and divided the merchandize among themfelves. Fifteen days pafl, and

no news was heard of the faid two feamen, nor even of any trade or traffic fettled by

their means, and yet the Negroes gave good words, and went daily aboard the fhip to

f>referve a good correfpondence, drmking and caroufmg at the captain's expence. At

ength the Manl or governor of Capinda coming on board himfelf, accompanied with

five or fix followers, the French captain on a fudden caufed them to be feized and clapped

under hatches in irons, threatening that unlefs the two mariners with their merchan-

dize were fpeedily reflored, he would not only carry them away for flaves, but likewife

as many others of that kingdom as he could meet. We Capuchins perfuaded the count

of Sogno to do the captain jultice, who, upon the apprehending the Mani and his com-

panions, recovered the feamen and part of the goods. To fatisfy for the reft, the An-
goij were ordered to pay twelve flaves ; which not coming, the captain fet fail with the

feven he had got, putting the eighth afhore to condud the twelve flaves affigned to Sog-

no, where he traded for three hundred flaves, whom he carried to fell in the ifland Hif-

paniola. The captain himfelf told me he was extremely pleafed that he had got a

Negro governor to prefent to his King clothed after the fafhion of that country.

By this relation the reader may perceive that the Negroes are both a malicious and

fubtle people, and I likewife muft allow that they fpend the mod part of their time

in circuniventing and deceiving
;

yet I cannot allow, that becaufe they are a flubborn

. foil, they muft be left uncultivated ; being of fo perverfe a nature as they generally

are, they require the greater application of inftrudion. But this ftill is to be faid for

them, that when you come once to eradicate their vicious principles, they feldom or

never return to their ftate of damnation again.

Grievous no doubt are the fuflerings of the miffioners in thefe parts, whether you

confider the length of their travels, their frequent want of necefTaries, the various

climates of the countries they pafs through, the fuffocating and infupportable heats,

efpecially to us Europeans, who fry within our woollen clothes, the travelling over rocks

and frightful precipices, the often fleeping upon the bare ground, the being perfecuted

by wizards and fuch fort of wretches, and fometimes by bad Chriftians ; and laftly,

the lofing fo much blood as we are fain to do to preferve our healths, and a thou-

fand other inconveniences in life, which cannot be here enumerated ; all which are

neverthelefs plealing to thofe who undergo them on account of its being for God's
fake they furfer, who being a remuneralor animarum, both can and will reward them.

As to my return from Africa, it was truly through mere necefTuy, and at which I

was not a little concerned, when I confidered that I muft leave fo much work undone
behind me, and whereof thofe poor kingdoms have fo much need to conduft them in their

way to heaven. My departure was principally occafioned by my illnefs, but had I

recovered
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recovered my health in Brazil whither I was going, as I propofed to myfelf, my inten-

tions were to have returned once more to Ethiopia ; but my recovery proved fo very
flow, and I found myfelf fo exceedingly weak, that I laid all thofe thoughts afide.

Arriving not long after at Bahia, the principal city of Brazil, I was for a fhort time
entertained very courteoufly in a French convent of our order, whofe friars ufed their

utniofl diligence to procure me a good captain to tranfport me fick as I was to Lifbon.

They firfl: (poke to a countryman of theirs, and who offered to carry and provide me
a convenient cabin becaufe I was fick, but I mufl go as a paflenger, and not as chaplain,

and that becaufe he would not fubmit to the laws of Portugal, which make it a crime
for any fhip to fail without one. I told him, as I had formerly done the other captain

at the beginning of my voyage to Africa, that if he would needs exclude me from the

duties of my fundion, I muR neceflarily refufe his offer, being willing to earn my diet

and paflage, and fo we parted. I was afterwards requefted by the governor of Maflan-

gano, who came with us from the kingdom of Angola, and from whom I had received

feveral civilities in our voyage, to go along with him to Portugal ; I thankfully accepted

his offer, and in three months' time, in company of a fleet of twenty-eight fliips laden

with tobacco and fugars, by the affiflance of a favourable wind and good weather, we
reached the height of Lifbon.

It being almofl night before we got near the port, but three of our fhips could get

in, viz. that I was in, the Frenchman, and another, the reft being to keep out at fea all

that night, and the greateft part of the next day, by reafon the tide was againfl them. At
day-break the phyfician came on board us three, to fee what ftate of health we were in

;

but before he approached, the Frenchman thinking it had been a cuftom-houfe Felucca,

went to hide a certain quantity of tobacco he had in his powder-room, but through a

fatal mifcarriage letting a fpark from the candle fall on one of. the barrels, the powder
took fire and blew up the poop of the fhip, whereby the water flowing into the refl of

the fhattered vcffel, it funk in a trice ; none of the people that were in her efcaped,

but only fuch as could fwim, and they made fhift to get to fhore, or elfe were taken up
by boats. If this fliip had not funk as fhe did after flie was blown up, what damage
might fhe not have done us that were very near her ! Having obferved the great

cfcape I and my fellow-voyagers had, I fell on my knees, and returned my unfeigned

thanks to the Mofl High for our prcfervation, and efpecially in that I happened not to

go in that unfortunate fhip. This accident was reported about among the »'ulgar to

have been a judgment on the faid fhip for not having a chaplain on board her.

At length we landed, which we had no fooner done, but I and Father Francis da
Pavia, a chaplain in another fhip, and my companion all the way from Ethiopia, fell

down on our knees again to return heaven thanks for our fafe arrival in Portugal ; we
then went immediately to wait on the King, who being gone that day out of the city

to vifit the Infanta his daughter, we were fain to defer that intention. At his return

His Majefly being informed of our defigns, and having fcarce alighted, fent prefently

for us : but the mellengers not finding us in the city, came to our convent, where they

met us and gave us to underfland, that we might go to the court whenfoever we pleafed,

the King being very defirous to fee us. We loft no time, but mimediately repaired to

court, and were admitted to audience.

The King's countenance was extremely pleafmg, and his reception of us very friendly,

ftanding out of refpeft to us with his hat all the while in his hand ; he killed our

habits, and then began to fpeak of our order and million, and efpecially of us Italian

miilioners, for whom he faid he had a very particular refpect, having been often in-

formed how much good we had done, and did daily for God's fervicc ; and that

although
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although it was true that he had forbid any foreign priefl: to exercife their funftion

within his conquefts in thofe parts, yet he did by no means defign to exclude his Italian

Capuchins thereby. Thefe words he fpoke not only once, but repeated as often as

any opportunity offered in difcourfe.

1 mufl: not forget the civilities ftiewed me here by Signior Nicolo Bonacurfi, a gen-

tleman of Florence, who took me from our convent at Lifbon to tranfport me to Leg-

horn, proffering me withal a neceflary fubfiftence for the whole voyage. Herein never-

thelefs the captain of the fhip oppofed him, telling me that I fliould eat at his table :

but Signior Nicolo notwithftanding would not be refufed the fending a fervant along

with me to wait on me, which I mud own the fellow did with a great deal of obfequi-

oufnefs and diligence. Signior Nicolo would alfo have hired a Felucca to carry me to

Naples ; which I refufmg, he recommended me to the Marquis Pucci at Leghorn, to

the end that he might fee me provided with neceffaries for my farther voyage to Genoa,

whither I was bound. We not long after fet fail, and arrived at Leghorn in a fhort

time, whence in a few days I went on board a fhip called the Holy Rofe, and with a

profperous gale foon got to Genoa. As we were going to enter the port about mid-

night, the wind all of a fudden chopped about full in our teeth, forcing us back to

fea again. About break of day, while we were making for the mouth of the bay to

get in, a French man of war was juft coming out, who perceiving us failed, made up

to us, keeping to windward ; her captain as he came nearer hailed Us to fend our

boat on board, but ours taking little or no notice of him failed on ; whereupon the

Frenchman came up to the windward of us again, giving us to underftand, that being

we were a man of war like himfelf, he was obliged by an exprefs order from his King

either to force us aboard or to fink us. At the hearing of this, all our fhip's company

were extremely concerned, and that efpecially becaufe the day before, at the difcovery of

Genoa, we had difcharged all our cannon, except thirteen, which we referved to falute

the holy crofs in the faid city. Our mufquets likewife were all laid up in the gun-

room, and our feamen had put on their beil clothes to go afhore ; neverthelefs, laying

afide all fear or delay, two of our officers got ready what arms they had, and ranged

both paffengers and feamen, except only thofe that were quartered at the aforefaid great

guns, on the decks, in expeftation of the enemy's being as good as his word, fince we
had abfolutely refufed to comply with his commands. What a buz and rumour was

to be heard every where then amongfl the armed foldiers and feamen I For my part

I almofl thought I was in hell, and which put me in mind of that verfe of Virgil's in

his fixth ^neid,

Stridor ferri, traftxque catensc.

At length to prevent what inconveniences might have enfued fo rafh an engagement,

the French captain fent his brother on board us to fee who we were, who coming near

us, and perceiving what preparations we had made for a fight, and moreover hearing

from us that we were Genoefe, cried out, " To what purpofe are all thefe warlike

preparations, fince there is peace between us and Genoa ?" We anfwered him, that

at fea we ought always to be on our guard againil accidents we might meet with, and

for aught we knew his fhip might be no Frencli man of war, becaufe it was a common
thing to put out falfe colours. He then demanded what number of men we had on

board, having perceived a great many on the deck ; we told him we were four hun-

dred, and in truth we were fo many. At lall he acquainted us, that he had orders

from his mafter to demand all Frenchmen he could meet with, except merchants, on

board any vefTel whatever, and defired to know if we had any fuch among us
;

fearch
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fearch was made, and all that were found delivered immediately, except a drummer
who hid himfelf, fo that much time was fpent before he could be found, but at lafl: he
went with the reft. This done, the Frenchman departed peaceably, and left us to

purfue our entrance into the port, which we immediately did, and being fafely got in,

caft anchor before the cit)'.

It might have proved a more than ordinary damage to us, had we engaged this French
veflel, by reafon that over and above a great quantity of merchandize of different kinds

which we had on board, we had likewife above a million and a half of money belonging

to merchants, as alfo a great deal of uncoined and unwrought filver. Our fhip carried

befides all the money that had been coUefted that year in Spain by the commilfary of

the croifade, as likewife feveral other fums given in charity towards the canonizing of
two faints at Rome.
As I obferved fome things in my way through the city of Liftjon when I went to

Congo, fo I cannot help taking notice here of another particular which I heard there as

I came back : it was about a law made by the King of Portugal concerning excefs in

apparel. It feems the P'rench merchants had before been accuftomed every year to

introduce new fafliions in clothes after their own fancies, and dreffing babies in them,

to expofe them to the view of the people, who prefently bought up thofe garments, and
fo had a new fafliion every year, whereby the fellers were enriched, and the buyers

impoverifhed ; fo that mofl of the coin of Portugal fell into the hands of the French
;

to prevent the exportation whereof, the King raifed the value of it. But this he was
neverthelefs difappointed in, for the French merchants obferving what had been done,

raifed the value of their goods proportionably, and the people were fo far infatuated,

that they were refolved to have them whatever they cofl: them. The King feeing this,

publifhed another proclamation to prohibit his fubjefts the wearing of any filk, gold or

filver, and withal commanded them to confine themfelves to bays, or fuch fluffs as were
the manufafture of the country, prohibiting alfo foreign hats and ftockings. And the more
to incline his fubjecls to the obferving of this law, he himfelf firft fet them an example.

As for what filk, gold or .filver the church required, he ordered certain commiflioncrs

to procure what was neceffary for that purpofe from Venice, and elfewhere, but which

was to be fealed to prevent any greater quantities being imported. By thcfe means
fuperfluous expences have been wholly banifhed this kingdom and its conquefls ; and

if other nations would take example by them, luxury would not be fo rampant, nor

vice fo triumphant. More might be faid upon this fubjed, but I fear I have fufliciently

tired my reader already, and therefore fhall here conclude the relation of my voyage

into fouthem Africa.

AN
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AN APPENDIX to the Voyage to Congo, &c.

A LETTEVifrom the King of Congo to the Author, upon his arrival at the Port of Ango ij

Written in Portuguefe, and thus in Englifh.

The Superfcription.

To the very reverend Father, Father Jerom da Sorento, a Capuchin and Apoftolic

Miflioner, whom God preferve.

Moft reverend Father,

I RECEIVED Your Reverence's kind letter, with a great deal ofjoy and fatisfadtion for

the favour Your Reverence has done me. Having underftood your fafe arrival at Ca-

pinda, I was very glad of it, and do befeech God always to preferve you in the like

flate of health for the future, to the end that we the unworthy fervants of God may
reap the benefit of it. For my part I fhall ever be ready to obey all Your Reverence's

commands as your fpiritual fon, as will likewife your fpiritual daughter Donna Potenti-

ana my mother. We both earneftly defire to our power to fhew our readinefs to ferve

you. Moft reverend Father, I have comprehended all Your Reverence writ to me,

extremely well ; but, O my Father, I know not how I fhall be able to be fufficiently

thankful to God for his mercy, in promifing me the fight of your loving countenance

!

Come then fpeedily and perfonally to the affiftance and relief of thofe poor fouls that

defire to receive benediftion from your facred hands. It is moft true what I tell you,

for our fouls are all on fire to fee Your Reverence as they ought ; and therefore, moft

holy Father, haften Your Reverence's journey, purfuant to your promife by your mef-

fenger, that we may receive you vnth joy and feftivals. I conjure you, proftrate at your

holy feet, as an apoftolic miflioner and fon of the blefled St. Francis, to hearken to my
words. I befeech you, let me hear from Your Reverence from Loanda, for I have

feveral important matters to communicate to you, which will extremely contribute to-

wards the increafe of Chriftianity. For this purpofe, I fent my favourite Garzia Mi-

chael to wait upon and conduft Your Reverence to my palace. He will bring a flave

along wit'h him, whom I beg Your Reverence to accept, though but an inconfiderable

prefent. I ftiall trouble Your Reverence with no more ; God preferve you, and I

humbly recommend myfelf to your holy facrifices.

Your Reverence's Son, the Prince of Congo,

Don John Emanuel Gritho,
Who treads on the lion in the kingdom of his mother.

Lemba, Feb. 22. 1688.

I believe I fliall not greatly difpleafe my reader, if I add here the cuftoms of thefe

Ethiopians in their eating and drinking at feafts, which they commonly celebrate with

great numbers, and at night. A great company being got together, they fit round in

a ring upon the green grafs ; which having done, a large thick round wooden platter is

placed in the midft of them ; this platter is called by them Malonga : the eldeft of them,
whom in their language they call Maculuntu, or Cocolocangi, is to divide and difpenfe

to every one his portion, which he performs with that exaftnefs, that if there happen
to
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to be a bit better than ordinary, that is likew ife divided proportionably among the com-
pany. By thefe means there are no complaints or murmurs to be heard amongft them,
but every one is contented with what is allotted him. "When they drink, they make
ufe of neither cups nor glaflcs, to the end that every man may have what is judged
fufficient for him and no more. The judge of this is the Maculuntu, who holds the

Moringo, or flalk, to the perfon's mouth that drinks ; and when he thinks he has

drank fufficient, he pulls it away. This is praclifed all along even to the end of the

feaft. That which feems ftrangeft to me is, that if any peribn whatfoever, man or

woman, great or fmall, though not known to them, happens to pafs by where the guefts

are eating, he or fhe thrufts into the ring, and has an equal Ihare with the reft, with-

out the trouble of making any compliment, or fpeaking a word. If this ftranger

happens to come after the portions are allotted, then is the carver to take fomething
from every man's mefs to make up a (hare for him. If it fo chance that many un-

invited guefts come, they all have the aforefaid liberty, and may eat and drink as freely

as if they had been invited. When the travellers perceive the platter empty, they rife

up and go their ways without taking any leave, or returning thanks to the company.
And though thefe ftrangers have never fo great plenty of provifions along with them
of their own, as it very often happens they have, yet do they forfake their own for

that of thefe people. Another thing I much wondered at is, that they never aflc thefe

intruders any queftions, as whence they come, whither they go, or the like, but all

matters pafs with fo great filence, that one would think that they therein imitated the

ancient law among the Lochri, a people of Achaia, reported by Plutarch, which im-

ported that if any one demanded of another what was done, what was faid, or the

like, the perfon that aiked thofe queftions was to pay a fine. Locrenfium lex qua ftquh

percgre recurfus rogabat, Nimquid navi, eum mul^d afficiebat. Plut. de Curiofit.

laudanda.

It has happened to me, that being about to entertain fome perfons that had been
ferviceable to me, at dinner-time I obferved the number of my guefts greatly increafed;

whereupon afking who thofe new-comers were, they anfwered, they did not know
;

which caufed me to reply, " Then do ye allow of thofe to eat with ye^ who have had
no ftiare in your labour ?" To which all the anfwer I could get from them was, that

it was the cuftom fo to do. This charity of theirs fecmed to me fo commendable, that I

ordered their commons to be doubled, being not a little pleafed to find fo great love and
amity even amongft pagans. If the like good cuftom were pradlifed amongft us, we
fhould not have fo many poor indigent wretches die in the ftreets, and other places,

merely for want, as there almoft daily do in all countries.

If this cuftom of theirs be fo well worthy of commendation, another they have no
lefs deferves blame, that relates to their behaviour towards their wives ; who being

enjoined to work in the fields till noon, whiHt their huibands enjoy themfelves at

home, are obliged at their return to get all things ready for dinner ; 'and if they

happen to want any thing, they muft cither buy it out of their own money, or barter

clothes for it according to the cuftom ; I fay out of their own money, or otiierwife at

their expence, by reafon that the wives here are obliged to find their huibands with

meat, and they are to provide wine and clothes for them. Dinner being got ready,

it is firft fct before the iuiiband as mailer of the family, who fits down alone to table,

while the wife and children wait diligently about him to ferve him in what he wants.

"When he has eat as much as he can, the remainder comes to the wife and children, who
may fit down if they pleafe

;
yet they generally llatui, looking upon ii to be their

duty fo to do. But if after ail the huiband has a mind to cat the whole dinner, he

may do it, and nobody can call him to account. I having alked feveral of thefe people,

VOL. XVI. s s why
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why they did not admit their wives to fit with them at table ; they anfwered me, that

women had a portion given them to that purpofe, and that they were born to ferve and

obey the men : which perhaps they would not have faid, if they had known what the

poet Claudian affirmed, that women were born to keep up the race of mankind, and

not to be flaves to men.

Nafcitur ad fiuftum inulier prolemq; futuram. Clavd. in Eutrop. 1, i. v. 330.

Thefe are good things for travellers, to eat free-coft at other peoples' tables ; but

fometimes it happens that many are eaten and devoured themfelves by a fort of ferpent

as big as a beam, which they meet in the road in their way to Singa, which by look-

ing on them only kills and confumes them. A perfon that was affaulted by one of

thefe prodigious ferpents, happened by a lufty ftroke of a fcymitar, to cut him in

two. The monfter having been thus cruelly ufed, and yet not killed, being you may
imagine not a little enraged, lay upon the catch among the thick bufhes, to revenge

itielf on its enemies ; and foon after two travellers happening to come by, it imme.
diately crawled out, wounded as it was, and feized upon them, devouring them almoft

whole. The neighbours thereabout hearing what had happened to thofe two men,
refolved to fally out in a numerous body upon this maimed monfter ; which they not

long afterwards did, but could never meet with it. At laft a Portuguefe captain taking

a confiderable number of men along with him, armed with mufquets, fet forth in

fearch of the ferpent ; but not difcovering it, prefently he let all the company march
on before, and ftaid himfelf behind a little. The ferpent perceiving him alone, con-

fiding in his remaining force, crept out of his hole to leap upon him ; the affrighted

Portuguefe cried out at the fight of it, and moft of the people that were gone before,

returning in great hafle, fent fo many bullets into the monfter's body, that they foon

difpatched it, after it had been the death of fo many unfortunate paflengers.

From the death of this monfter, I proceed to fpeak of the fufterings of two of our

miffioners, caufed to be dragged by the count of Sogno, and then expelled his

dominions. Thefe two Fathers were, P'ather Andrew da Buti, and Father Peter da
Seftola. The then count's name was Don Pedro de Caftro, who fending for them
into his prefence, and they obeying his commands, he thus fpoke to them : " How
comes it to pafs. Fathers, that amongft the pagans there is rain enough and to fpare,

and we Chriftians have had not the leaft drop? What can the caufe of this be, and
whence does it proceed ?" The people affirmed that the want of rain proceeded from
fome relifts Father Andrew had by him, and that they could expeft none as long as

he kept them. The count upon this immediately commanded him to throw them
away, and that if, during all the next day there was not fome rain fell, both he and his

companion niuft look to themfelves, and exped to be very ill-ufed. At that time the

iky was extremely clear, and fo condnued till about midnight ; when all of a fudden

the heavens began to be overcaft, and the clouds poured down fo plentiful a ffiower,

as was fufficicnt alone to prepare the earth for feed. Notwithftanding this, which had
happened through the fole prayers of the two miffioners, the count not caring to have
them any longer within his dominions, ordered them to undergo the oath of Chilumbo,
to prove that they were innocent ; but they thinking fuch a trial the moft diabolical

that could poffibly be imagined, abfolutely refufed to fubmit to it ; whereupon they

were immediately feized, and moft inhumanly mifufed, dragged about, and all they

had taken Irom thcni. He that was handled worft was Father Buti, who died not

long after of his hurt in the kingdom of Binquella the place of his miffion. This rela-

tion is to be found confirmed by Father Cornelius van Wouters, a Dutch Francifcan

friar, who affirms it as an eye-witnefs.

Th
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The Exphinatton offome few Conghefe Words inferted in this Work, and made Englijh for
the Eafe of the Reader.

ACCALA, a man,

AfFua, a dead corpfe.

Agariaria, a fort of wood and fruit that

iferves to relieve a pain in the fides.

Alacardo, a fmaller fort of crocodile.

Alcatrici, birds each as large as two hens.

Aliconde, a fort of exceeding large hollow

tree.

Almefega, a tree which diftils a liquor like

unto frankincenfe.

Bada, a kind of unicorn.

Baia, the city of San Salvador, or St.

Saviour in Brazil.

Bicoma, a fort of nutmeg-tree.

Birame, cotton-cloth that goes current for

money.

Bolungo, a fort of oath, or way of trial

among the wizards.

Boma, a very large kind of ferpent.

Bonghi, or Libonghi, a fort of money.

Bordoni, plants fomewhat like vines.

Caboccos, children born of a White and a

Brazilian.

Cacchio, a bunch of fruit as large as a

man can carry.

Cacazumbu, a wizard.

Candoua, a boat.

Capafla, a wild cow.

Cappaiva, a tree which yields oil.

Cariabemba, the devil.

Cafciu, a fruit like an apple.

Cazacaza, kidney-beans.

Chegilla, precepts to be obi'erved, impofed

on children by parents.

Chicheras, a fort of tree with leaves of a

drying nature.

Chigongo, a fort of phyfical purging wood.

Chilumbo, another oath or manner of trial

among the wizards.

Chinfu, a pot or pipkin.

Chifecco, wood of a cooling nature.

Cocco, the palm-fruit.

Cocalocangi, the oldeft of the company
that carves at meals.

s s

Colas, a red fruit which is to be eaten

before one drinks.

Copras, a fort of venomous ferpents.

Coricas, hen-parrots.

Dongo, all forts of flefti or fifh.

Donno, a fort of fruit that fmells like

cinnamon.

Evanga, a prieft.

Eguandi, the mother.

Emba, a fort of palm-tree that yields oil.

Embambi, a ferpent which kills with its

tail.

Embetta, a fort of palm-wine exceedingly

refrefliing.

Embuchi, a kind of mufical inftruments.

Engulamafi, a fyren or mermaid.

Engulo, a wild-boar.

Enguflu, a parrot.

Eutaga, cloth girt about the waift.

Fuba, millet-flower.

Fumu, tobacco.

Ganga, a fort of fuperftitious oath or trial.

Giaghi, a people who pradlife forcery more
than ordinary.

Gnam, a great root that is eaten.

Guaiavas, a fruit like a pear.

Guria, eating.

Impallanche, beafts with long wreathed
horns.

Impamguaz2e, wild-cows.

Incubu, a goat.

Inzangu, a fpadc.

Mabocche, plants like unto orange-trees.

Maccacchos, monkeys or apes.

Maccutas, fort of ftraw-cloth which goes

current for money.
Macoluntu, the oldeft in the company

that carves to the reft.

Mafucca, a governor.

Malonga, a wooden platter.

Mamao, a fruit like a melon.

Maneba, a fort of palm.

Mandioch, a root whereof flower is made
for bread.

2 Mangas
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Mangas, a tree whofe boughs hang down
to the ground, and take root again

therein.

Mani, a lord or governor.

Manimuncu, baptifm.

Mafa, water.

Maflamambala, the great millet.

MafTamambuta, Indian wheat.

Mattari, ftones.

MelafFo, palm-wine.

Melaffo Manputo, grape-wine.

Mifrna-Migna, a tree good againft poifon.

Milan a;as, glafs-coral.

Mndello, a garment.

Molecches, a general name among the

Negroes.

Mondelli, white.

Moringo, a flafk.

Muana, a fon or daughter.

Muccacamas, Negro waiting-maids that

wait on the Portuguefe women.
Mulatto, one born of a White and Negro

woman.
Ncaffa, a fort of tree.

Ncocco, a kind of large beaft.

Neubanzampuni, wild nutmegs.

Ngamba, a fort of little drum.

Nicefi, a fruit with a crucifix marked in

the middle of it.

Nfambi, a kind of wind-mufic.

Oluchuche, an oath among the wizards.

Pompero, a buyer of flaves.

Pompo, a market-place.

Quilumbo, a market.

Sagoris, little apes or monkeys.

Somacca, a fmall fhip or fmack.

Soua, lord of any place.

Surfu, the hen.

Tambi, funeral ceremonies for dead rela-

tions.

Toto, the earth.

Tubarcos, inhabitants of Brazil.

Tuberone, a fifli not unlike the (hark.

Tubia, the fife.

Zabiambunco, God.
Zacre, a large fpacious river.

Zerba, an animal like unto a wild male.

Zimbo, money of (hells.
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THE

STRANGE ADVENTURES

OF

ANDREW BATTEL, of leigh, in essex,

SENT BY THE PORTUGUESE PRISONER TO ANGOLA,

WHO LIVED THERE, AND IN THE ADJOINING REGIONS, NEAR EIGHTEEN YEARS.*

Andrew Battel, his Voyage to the River of Plate, who, being taken on the Coajl of Brazil,

was fent to Atigola.

TN the year 1589, Abraham Cocke, of Limehoufe> began his voyage toward the
"* river of Plate, with two pinnaces of fifty tuns each : the one was called the May-
morning, the other the Dolphin, We failed from the river Thames the 20th of

April, and the 26th of the fame month we put into Plymouth, where we took in fonie

provifion for the voyage. The 7th of May we put to fea, and with foul weather were

beaten back again into Plymouth, where we remained certain days, and then proceeded

on our voyage : and running along the coaft of Spain and Barbary, we put into the

road of Sanfta Cruz, and there fet our light-horfc-man together, which we carried in

two pieces ; Abraham Cocke made great account thereof, thinking that this boat Ihould

have made his voyage. This done, we put to fea, and running along the coaft of

Guinea, we were becalmed, owing to our being fo near the coaft.

Here our men fell fick of the fcurvy, in fuch fort, that there were very few found
;

and being within three or four degrees of the equino(9:ial line, we fell in with the

Cape de las Palmas, where we had fome refreftiing, wherewith our men recovered.

The people of the Cape de las Palmas made nmch of us, facing they would trade with

us ; but it was but to betray us, for they were treacherous, and were like to have taken

cur boat, and hurt fome of our men. From this cape, we lay fouth-weft off, but

the current and the calms deceived us ; fo that we were driven down to the ifle of

St. Thomas, thinking we were farther off to the fea than we were ; and being in dif-

trefs for wood and water, we went in on the fouth end, between San Tome and the

iflands Das Rolas, where we rode very fmooth, and with our light-horfe-man went

afhore, thinking to have watered, but we found none in the ifland ; here we found

great ftore of plantains and oranges. We found a village of Negroes, which are fent

from San Tome, for the Portuguefe of San Tome to ufe when their flaves be fick of

weak, to fend them thither to get their ftrength again, for the iflands are very fruitful

;

* From Purchas's Coll.

and
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and though there be no frefli water, yet they maintain themfelves with the wine of the

pahn-trees. Having refreflied ourfelves with the fruit of this ifland, we burned the

village ; and running on the eafl: fide of San Tome, we came before the town, but we
durft not come near, for the caflle fhot at us, which hath very good ordnance in it.

Then we lay eaft by fouth of the main, and in twenty-four hours wc had fight of the

Cape de Lopo Gonfalves : and being within three leagues of the faid cape, we cafl

about and flood again toward the ifland of San Tome, and turned upon the weft fide

of the ifland ; and coming to a little river, which runneth out of the mountains, we
went on ftiore with our light-horfe-man, with fix or feven butts to fill with water. But

the governor had embofked one hundred men of the ifland ; and when we were on

(hore they came upon us and killed one of our men, and hurt another : wherefore we
retired to our boat, and got aboard.

Then Abraham Cocke determined to fetch the coaft of Brazil, and lay weft-fouth-

weft into the fea : and being fome fifty leagues off, we fell into a fcull of dolphins,

which greatly relieved us, for they followed our fhip all the way, till we fell in with

the land, which was about thirty days ; and running along the coaft of Brazil, till we
came to Illha Grande, which ftands in five degrees fouthward of the line : we put in

between the ifland and the main, and hauled our fhips afhore, and wafhed them and

refreflied ourfelves, and took in frelh water. In this ifland are no inhabitants, but it is

very fruitful. After being here about twelve days there came in a little pinnace, which

was bound to the river of Plate, which came to water and get fome refrefhment : and

prefently we went aboard, and took the Portuguefe merchant out of the piimace, who
told Abraham Cocke that within two months there fhould two pinnaces come from the

river of Plate, from the town of Buenos Ayres.

From this town there come every year four or five Caravols to Bahia in Brazil, and

to Angola in Africa : which bring great treafure, and which is tranfported over-land

out of Peru into the Plate river. Then Abraham Cocke, defirous to make his voyage,

took fome of the Dolphin's men into his fliip, and fent the Dolphin home again,

which had not as yet made any voyage. This Portuguefe merchant took us to a place

in this ifland where there was a banifhed man, who had planted a great many plantains,

and told us, that we might, with this fruit, go to the Plate river, for our provifions

were almoft all fpent.

With this hard allowance we departed from this ifland, and were thirty-fix days

before we came to the Ifle of Lebos Marines, which lies at the mouth of the river

Plate. This ifland is half a mile long, and has no frefh water in it, but abounds in feals

and fea-morfes ; fo much that our light-horfe-man could not get afliiore for them, without

beating them with our oars. The ifland is covered with them. Upon thefe feals we
lived about thirty days, lying up and down the river, and were greatly diftreffed for

want of other food. We then determined to t uii up to Buenos Ayres, and with our

light-horfe-man to ^ake one of the pinnaces that rode at the town. When being fo high

up the river at the town, we had a great ftorm fiom the fouth-weft, wliich drove us

back again, and forced us to ride under Ifla Verde, that is, the Green Ifland, which

lies in the mouth of the river on the north fide.

Here we were in fuch a diftrefling condition for want of provifion, that we gave over

the voyage, and came to the northward again, to the ifland of St. Sebaftian, lying

mider the tropic of Capricorn. There we went afliore to catch fifh, and fome went up
into the woods to gather fruit, for we were almoft all fauiiflied. There was at that

time a canoe full of Indians, that came from the town of Spiritu Sanfto. Thefe

Indians landed on the weft fide of the ifland, and came through the woods, and took

five
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five of US, and carried us to the river Janeiro. After this misfortune, our captain

Abraham Cocke went to fea, and was never heard of more.

After we that were taken had remained four months in the river Janeiro, one 'rnrner

and I were fent to Angola in Africa, to the city of St. Paul, fituated nine degrees to

thefouthward of the equinoctial line. Here I was foon taken out of the fhip, -id put

in prifon, and afterwards fent up the river Quanfa, to a garrifon town, a hundred and
thirty miles up that river. After having been there two months, the pilot of the

governor's pinnace died, and I was commanded to take her down to the city, where I

foon fell ill, and lay eight months fo. Here I was much hated, becaufe I was an Eng-
iifhman. But being at length recovered, Don John Hurtado de Mendo^a, who was
then governor, commanded me to go in a pinnace to a place called Zaire, on the

river Congo, to trade for elephants' teeth, wheat, and palm-tree oil. This place is

fifty leagues from the city to the northward ; at the mouth of the river is an ifland,

called ifle Calabes, which had at that time a town in it. Here we laded our pinnace

with elephants' teeth, wheat, and palm-tree oil, and then returned again to the city.

His trading on the Coajl ; Offer to efcape, hnprifonment : bisfending to Elambo, and Bahia

Das Vaccas : many Jlrange Occurrences,

THEN I was fent to Longo, which is fifteen leagues to the northward of Zaire, and

carried fuch commodities as are fit for that place ; fuch as long glafs-beads, round blue

beads, feed beads, and looking-glafles ; red and blue coarfe cloth, and Irifh rugs.

Here we fold our cloth to great advantage, getting at the rate of three elephants' teeth,

which weighed on an average one hundred and twenty pounds, in exchange for one
yard of cloth. We bought a great quantity of pahn-cloth, and elephants' tails. In a

little time we laded our pinnace. With my luccels m this voyage the governor was

much pleafed, and promifed me my liberty, if I would ferve him. In this manner I

continued trading in his pinnace on the coalt for two years and a half.

About that time there came a vefl'el from Holland to the city, the owner of which
promifed to carry me away ; and when they were ready to depart, 1 went fecretly on
board, but I was betrayed by fome Portuguefe, who belonged to the veflel, and fetched

on fliore by the fergeants of the city, and put in prifon, wliere I lay in irons two
months, expedling the governor would have me put to death ; but this expedation

was changed into a fentence of banilhment for life to the fort of Malfangano, to ferve

in the conquefl ol thofe parts. Here I led a wretched life tor the ipace of fix years,

without any hope of ever feeing the fea again.

In this fort were fome Egyptians and Moors, who like myfelf were banifhed here.

To one of the Egyptians 1 opened my mind, by telling him it were better to venture

our lives to eftedl our liberty, than to live in fuch wretchednefs here; he feemed as

willing as myfelf to make tlio trial, and likewife told me he would get ten of his com-
panions, three Egyptians, and Icveu Portuguefe, to join us. That niglit we all met,

and having taken the belt canoe we could find, went down the river Coanza ; and
having proceeded as far down as Mani Cabech, which is a litde lordfhip in the pro-

vince ot Elambo, we went on (hore with our twelve mufquets, powder, and fhot.

Here we funk our canoe that it (hould not be dilcovered where we went on fhore. We
made a lirtle fiie in the wood, and roaded fome wheat we had brought from Maffan-

gano, which was all the provifion we had.

AS
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As foon as it was night we purfued our journey, and travelled the whole night and

the next day without any -water to quench our third ; the fecond night we were not

able to proceed, and were fain to dig and fcrape up roots of trees and fuck them to

keep life in us. The third day we met with an old Negro, who was travelling to Mani

Cabech ; we bound his hands behind him, and made him lead us the way to the lake

of Cafanfa ; and continued to travel the whole day in extreme heat till we came to the

Banza, or town of Mani Cafanfa, diftant about twelve leagues from the city of St.

Paulo. Here we were forced to afk for water, but they would not let us have any ; on

which we determined to make ufe of our fire-arms to obtain it ; which they perceiving,

called their lord Mani Cafanfa, who gave us fome water and f;iir fpeeches, defiring we
might (lay all night, but as this was only to betray us, we immediately departed, and

got to the lake of Cafanfa, where we refted that night.

The fourth night we came to the river which is toward the north, and pafled it with

great danger, for there are fuch a quantity of crocodiles in this river, as make it dan-

gerous for a man to come to the river fide where it is deep. The fifth night we came
to the river Dande, and had travelled fo far to the eaflward that we found ourfelves

near the Sorras, or mountains of Mantbangono, where a chief lives who makes war

againft the King of Congo, to whofe territory we were going. Here we pafled the

river, and refted half the night : and being about two leagues from the river, we met

with fome Negroes, who aiked us where we were going ; we told them to Congo ; they

faid we were going wrong, and that they were Maflicangos, and would take us to

Bamba, where the chief of Bamba lived. We went about three miles with them, but

perceiving by the fun that we were going wrong, would go no farther that way, and

turned back to the weftward, on which they ftood before us with their bows and arrows

ready to flioot at us. But we being determined to pafs through them, difcharged fix

mufquets together on them, which killed four, and fo furprifed the reft that they

retired very precipitately. Neverthelefs they turned back, and followed us four or five

miles, and hurt two of our companions with their arrows. The next day we came
to the borders of Bamba, and continued travelling all that day. At night we could

hear the furge of the fea. The morning of the feventh day, we faw the captain of the

city purfuing us with horfemen, and a great number of Negroes. Hereupon the feven

Portuguefe being terrified, hid themfelves. The four Egyptians and myfelf thought

to have efcaped, but they followed us fo faft that we were forced to take ftielter in a

little wood, where they foon difcovered us and fired a volley of fhot at us, which made
us difperfe.

Finding myfelf all alone, I bethought myfelf that if the Negroes ftiould catch me
in the woods they would kill me, wherefore thinking to do better with the Portuguefe

and Mulattoes, I came out of the wood with my mufquet charged, making little

account of my life. The captain knowing we had been twelve, called to me and faid,

" Fellow-foldier, I have the governor's pardon, if you will fubmit you ftiall receive no

hurt." I with my mufquet ready, anfwered him, that I was an Englifliman, and had

ferved fix years at Malfangano in great mifery ; and travelled in company with the

Egyptians and Portuguefe, but was now alone ;
" and rather than be hanged, I will

die here amongft you." On which the captain came up to me and faid, " Deliver

thy mufquet to one of the foldiers, and I proteft, as I am a gentleman and a foldier,

to fave thy life, for thy courageous behaviour," whereupon I gave up ray mufquet

and fubniitted.

The captain then commanded all the foldiers and Negroes to fearch the woods for

the others, with orders to bring them out alive or dead. They foon found them, and
1

1

brought
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1

broucjht them out. Then they took us to the city of St, Paulo, wliere the three

Egyptians and I lay three months in prifon, with collars of iron round our necks, and
great bolts on our legs, and in other refpefts were very hardly ufed.

About this time the governor fent four hundred men, 'that were baniflied out of
Portugal, up into the country ot Elambo. About this time I was, by proclamation

made through the city, banifhed for ever to the Wa, and fent with thefe men to So-
wonfo, wlio is a lord that obeyeth the Duke of Baniba ; from thence to Samanibanfa,

and afterwards to Namba Calamba, who is a great lord that refilled us ; but we fet fire

to his town and burned it, after which he not only fubmitted but brought three thou-

fand warlike Negroes to us. From thence we went to LoUancango, a little lord who
oppofed us ftoutly, but was at length obliged to fubmit ; from thence we went to

Combrecaianga, where we remained two years, during which time we were often en-

gaged in wars with the neighbouring flales, which at length we brought to fubmit.

\Ve were now fifteen thoufand ftrong, and wilh this force marched to the Outeiro,

or mountain of Ingombc ; but firft we burned all Ingafia, which was his country,

and then we came to the chief town of Ingombe, which is half a day's journey to

go up.

This lord came upon us with more than twenty thoufand bows, and did us great

damage ; but returning their affault with our fire-arms, we made great havock amongft
them, whereupon he retired up into the mountain, and fent one of his captains to our
general to fignify that the next day he would obey him. Accordingly the next day
he entered our camp in great pomp with drums, Petes, and Pongoes or Waytes, and
was royally received by us, Ilere he made great prefents, by which he greatly enriched

our general, and thofe with liim. On the top of the mountain is a great plain very

fruitful in i)ahn-trecs, fugar-canes, potatoes, and other things ; befides great quan-
tities of lemon and orange trees. In this place is a tree called Engeriay, which bears

a fruit as big as a Pome-water, and contains a ftone which is a remedy for the windy
cholic, which was not known to the Portuguefe, Here is alfo a river of frefh water

that fprings out of the mountain, and runs through the town. After having (laid here

five days we marched up the country, continuing to burn and deftroy for the fpace of
fix weeks ; and then returned to J'.ngombe again with a great quantity of Haves, Iheep,

and goats, befides a great many Margarite-fiones which pafs as current money through

the country. Here we pitched our camp, a league from this pleafant mountain, and
remained there twelve months. Here 1 received a fhot in my right leg, and many
Portuguefe and Mulattoes were carried to the city to be cured.

The governor then fent a frigate to the fouthward, with fixty foldiers, among which
number I was one, with all kind of commodities. We turned up to the fouthward,

till we came into twelve degrees, where we found a fair fandy bay. Here the people

brought us cows, fheep, wheat, and beans ; but we did not flop long here, but went
to Babia das Vaccas, that is the Bay of Cows, but which the Portuguefe call Babia

de 'I'orre, becaufe it has a rock like a tower. Here we rode on the north fide of the

rocks in a fandy bay ; and during our flay, bought a great number of cows and flieep,

v/hich latter are much bigger than our ICnglifh fheep. We likewife purchafcd fome
copper ; alfo a kind of i'wcct wood called Cacongo, which tlie Portuguefe much
elleem ; and alio a great quantity of wheat and beans. Having laden our bark, we
fent her home, but fifty of us llaid on Ihorc, where we made a finall fort of rafters of

v/ood, as a fafeguard againll the treachery of the people, who are not to be trufled.

In the courfe ot feventcen days, we had colleftcd five hundred head of cattle. Soon
after, the governor fent three fliips to take us and our cargoes to the city.

VOL. iVi. X X la
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In this bay many fhips may ride with fafety, and refrefh. The Portuguefe carracks

have of late lailed along the coaft, and come to the bay of this city to water and refrelh

themfelves. The people are called Endallanbondos, who being under the reftraint of

no laws, are very treacherous ; which makes it very neceffary for thofe who deal with

them to be very much upon their guard. They are fuch great cowards, that thirty or

forty men may go up the country and drive down whole herds of cattle, without any

danger of oppofition from them. We purchafed the cattle with blue glafs-beads of

about an inch long, which are called Mopindes, and paid at the rate of about fifteen

of them for one cow.

This province is called Dombe, and has a ridge of high Sierras or mountains, that

flretch from the mountains or Sierras of Cambambe, in which are mines lying along

the coaft, fouth and by weft. Here is alfo a great quantity of fine copper, but they

work no more than they want for themfelves. The men wear fkins about their

middles, and beads about their necks. They ufe bows and arrows, and darts of iron.

They are beaftly in their manner of living.

Their women wear a ring of copper about their necks, which weighs fifteen pounds at

the leaft, about their arms little rings of copper, that reach to their elbows, about their

middles a cloth made of the Infandie tree, which is neither fpun or wove, and on their

legs rings of copper that reach to the calves of their legs.

DifcGvery of the Gagas, their Wars, Man-eating; overrunning Countries: his Trade

with them, betraying, efcape to them, and living with them, with many Jirange Ad-
ventures : and alfo the Rites and Manner of Life obferved by the Jagges or Gagas,

which no Chrijlian but this Author could ever be acquainted with before.

IN our fecond voyage, turning up along the coaft, we came to the Morro, or cliff,

of Benguela lying in twelve degrees of fouth latitude. Here we faw a mighty cape

of men on the fouth-fide of the river Coua : and being defirous of knowing what they

were, we went on ftiore in our boat, and prefently there came to the number of five

hundred of them to us to the water-fide. On our afking them who they were, they

told us they were the Gagas, or Gindes, that came from the Sierra de Leon, and

pafled through the city of Congo ; and travelled to the eaftward of the great city of

Angola, which is called Dongo. The great Gaga, their general, came down to the

water-fide to fee us: for he had never feen any white man before. He afked, where-

fore we came ; we told him we came to trade upon the coaft : on which he bid us

welcome, and invited us to come on (hore with our merchandize. In the courfe of

feven days we laded our ftiips with the flaves we purchafed, which did not coft us more
than a rial each, which in the city would be worth twelve millie-reys.

Being ready to go away, the great Gaga requefted us to lend him our boat to take

him and his men acrofs the river Coua, for he was determined to overrun the realm

of Benguela which lay at the north-fide of that river, to which we confented, and
went with him to his camp, which was entrenched with pales of wood. We had
houfes and other accommodation provided for our reception.

The next morning, before day, the general had his Gongo, which is an inftrument of

war like a bell, founded, and made an oration with a loud voice, accompanied with

fuch courageous and vehement fpeeches, as could hardly be expefted among fuch

heathen people, declaring that he would deftroy the Benguelas : which fpeech had fuch

an effeft on the people, that they immediately took to their arms and marched with him
to
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to the river-fide, where he had provided Gigangos ; fuch was their ardour that the

general was obliged to ufe force to reftrain it and keep them back. We carried over

eighty men at a time, and with our mufquets beat off thofe who attempted to oppol'e

our landing, in which attempt fome were flain : and about twelve o'clock all the Gagas
had got over.

Then the general commanded all his drums, Tauales, Gongos, and other warlike in-

ftruments, to ftrike up, and give the onfet, which was made with fuch vehemence,
that the Benguelas were forced to give way and turn their backs. A great num-
ber were flain, and the reft, including women and children, made captives. Their
leader the Prince Hombyangymbe, with more than a hundred of his chiefs, were
killed, and their heads prefented to the great Gaga. The dead bodies were eaten

;

for thefe Gagas are great cannibals and man-eaters.

They then took pofleflTion of the country, and fettled in it. We traded with them
five months, by which we were great gainers. But they were not contented to ftay in

Benguela, though they were in want of nothing but palm-wine, for here there grow
no palm-trees.

At the expiration of five months they marched towards the province of Bambala to

a great lord who is called Calicanfamba, whofe territory is five days' journey up the

country. In the courfe of thefe five months we made three voyages to the city of

St. Paul, but on our return the fourth time we found they had left it.

But being unwilling to reap no benefit from our voyage, we refolved to go up the

country after them. For this purpofe fifty of us went on fhore, leaving our fhip riding

in the bay of Benguela to wait for us till our return. After marching two days up the

country, we came to a great lord called Mofarigofat, where we found the firfl town we
came to had been burnt by the Gagas, after having plundered it. To this Mofarigofat

we fent a Negro we had bought of the Gagas to fay that he was left with us to take us to

the camp. He bid us welcome through fear of the great Gaga, but delayed the time

till the great Gaga had left his country. He then began to ufe delays to detain us, in

hopes of making us ufeful to him in his wars : for never having feen any white people

before, nor fire arms, he was in hopes from what he had heard, with our afliftance to

make himfelf very powerful. Finding ourfelvcs thus fituated we confented, and by
our means he overcame all his enemies, and returned to his town again, where we de-

fired him to let us go away ; but this he refufed except we would promife to return,

and in the mean-time leave a white man with him as a fecurity.

The Portuguefe and Mulattoes being dcfirous oi getting away, it was propofed to

cad lots who fhould flay ; but many of them would not agree to it. At length they

concluded to leave me, being a fingle Knglifliman, which, through necefllty, I was
obliged to comply with. They left me a mufquet, powder, and fhot

;
promifing that

in two months they would come back, and bring a hundred men to ailill him in his

wars, and to trade with him ; but all thefe promifes were only made to get out of

his hands, for they were all afraid of being detained as prifoners. Here I remained

till the two months were expired, at the end of which time the others not returning I

was very hardly ufed.

The chief men of the town were for putting me to death, but the lord of the town
would not confent to it, (till hoping the others would return. Some time after I was
given my liberty : for fome time I went from place to place fliifting for myfclf as well

as 1 could ; but fearing they might at lall put me to death I ran away, purpofing to

endeavour to find my way to the Gagas camp.

T T 2 Having
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Having fet out and travelled the whole night, the next morning I came to a larc^*-

town fituated in a thicket. I was taken before the Lord Cafliil, followed by a great

concourfe of people who had never feen a white man before. Here I found fome of

the great Gagas men, whom I was very glad to fee.

The name of this town is Cafliil ; it is fo overrun with Alicondo, cedar, and paln>

trees, that the ftreets are darkened by them. In the middle of the town fcands aii'

image the fize of a man ; it ftands about twelve feet from the ground ; and at the feet

of this image is a circle of elephants' teeth, pitched into the ground : and upon thcfe

teeth are placed a great quantity of the fculls of men which are killed in the wars, and

offered to this image : at the feet of it palm--wine and goat's blood are poured as an

offering. This image is called Ouefango. The people have great balief in. it, and

fwear by it ; and think, when they are ill, Ouefango is offended with them. In many
other parts of the town were fmall images with elephants' teeth piled over them;

The ftreets of the town were paled with palm-canes in a very orderly manner.

The houfes were in the form of a bee-hive, and hung infide with mats very curioufly

wrought. On the fouth-eafl: fide of the town was a Mokefo, which had more thaa

three tons of elephants* teeth piled over it.

Being in fear of my life here, I left the town in company with the Giigas men, and

travelled with them two days, at the end of which we came to Calicanfamba, where

the great Gaga lay encamped. Hie bid me welcome to him. Among thele cannibals

I was willing to ilay, hoping they might travel fo far to the weftvvard till we fhould

come to the fea again, and be able to make my efcape from them by means of foma

veffel. They remained here four months, having great abundance of cattle, corn^

wine, and oil : continually triumphing, drinking, dancing, and eating men's flefh ;,

this laft was a forrowful fight to me.

At the end of the four months tJiey marched towards the Sierras or high mountains

of Cafliindcabar, which have large mines of copper in them :. in their way they

plundered and took every thing they liked.. From thence they proceeded to the river

Longa, which they paffed, and fettled themfelves in the town of Calango, where they

remained five or fix months. From thence they went to the province of Tondo, and

came to the river Gonfa, and marched on the fouth-fide of it to a lord that was called

Makellacolonge, not far from the great city of Dongo. Here we pafled over very

high mountains, and found it very cold.

Having now fpent fixteen months among thefe cannibals, they marched to the weft-

ward again, and going along the river Gonfa, or Gunza, we came to a lord called

Shillambanfa, uncle to the King of Angola. They burned his chief town, which, ac-

cording to their manner, was very fumptuoufly built. This place we found very plea-

fant and fruitful, and in it faw great quantities of peacocks, flying among the trees as

well as other birds. The old Lord Shillambanfa was buried in the middle of the town,

and had an hundred tame peacocks kept upon his grave: which peacocks he gave to

his Mokefo, and they were called Angello Mokefo, that is, the devil's or idol's birds,.

and were accounted as holy things. There was- great quantity of copper, cloth, and
many other things laid upon his grave, according to the cuftom of the country.

From this place wc marched to the wcftward, along the river Coanza, and came
right to the Sierras or mountains of Cambande, or Sierras de Prata, where there is

a perpendicular water-fall, which makes fuch a noife as to be heard at thirty miles

diftance. We then entered the province of Cafama, and came to one of the greateft

lords, who was called Langere. He obeyed the great Gaga, and took us to a lord called

Cafoch, who was a great warrior, who had about feven years before overcome the

Portuguefe,,
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Portuguefe, and killed eight hundred of them and forty thoiifand Negroes who fuied

•with them. This lord couragcoufly withftood the Gagas in a great battle they fought
the firfl: day ; after which we made a fconee or fence of trees after the manner of the

country. We remained at war four months with thefe people. I was fo highly efteem-
ed by the great Gaga on account of the execution I did with my mufquet, that I

could have any thing I defired of him : and when we went out to battle, he would
give charge to his people to be as careful of me as poflible, in confequence of which
orders they would very often carry me in their arms to fave my life. In this place we
were within three days journey of Mallangona, before-mentioned, where the Portuguefe
have a fort.

There were in the Gagas camp twelve captains, the firfl called Imbe Calandola their

general, a man of great courage. He makes war by enchantment, and takes the devil's

counfel in all his exploits, to whom he is continually making liicrifices, bv which
means he knows, or at lealf pretends to know, what Ihall come to pafs. He believes

his death will only happen in battle. They worfhip no images, but make ufe of certain

fuperftitious ceremonies. He has very ftricf laws for the government of his foldiers,

for thofe who (liew themfelves cowards by turning their backs to the enemy are put
to death, and their flefli eaten. On the eve of a battle the general, mounted on a-

fcaffold, makes a warlike oration which encourages his people very much.
It is the cuflom of thefe people wherever they pitch their camp, though it be but

for one night, to built a fort or barricade with wood, one part of the army being em-
ployed in cutting down trees for that purpoie, which the other carries away and erefts

the fort with. This fort is erected in a circular form with twelve gates to it, and each
gate guarded by one of the twelve captains, with his foldiers ; and in the middle of
the fort is the general's houfe, well entrenched round about. They build their houfes
very clofe together ; and their bows, arrows, and darts, lland out of doors ; and on
any alarm they run to thuir arms. Every company at their gate keep, very good watch
in the night, beating their drums and Tauales.

They tell of a river lying to the fouthward of the bay of Vaccas that has great quan-
tities of gold in it, of which they have gathered a great de^il from the fand which the

heavy rains wafh down ; with fome of this gold the handles of their hatchets were
ornamented, thefe ornauients being carved with copper ; they even call the ornaments
copper, not fceming to make much account of the gold.

They like no country but that which abounds in palm-trees, of the fruit and wine of

which they arc great lovers. From the palm-trees they alfo have their oil. They take the
wine in a ditlerent manner from what the Jambandos do, who have a way of getting to

the top of the tree without touching it, and draw the wine from thence in bottles.

Thefe trees are about fix or feven fathoms high, and have no leaves but at the top.

But the Gagas cut the trees down by the roots, which lay ten days in that manner
before they yield any wine, at the end ot which time tlicy make a fquare hole in the
top and heart of the tree ; from whence they draw a quart morning and evening,

during the fpace of twenty-fix days, when the tree dries up.

when they fettle in any country, they cut down as many palrn-trees as will ferve

them for a month ; and then as many more, fo that in a Ihort time they impoverifh

the country, which they then quit, for they (lay no longer in a place th;m it will aft'ord

them the means of living ; thoy then leave it and leek afrefh place. In harvell time
they feek out the mofl fruitful part of the country, reap the corn, and take the cattle

;

for they will neither fow nor plant, nor be at tlie trouble of bringing up cattle for

themfelves
j depending on war for a fupply of what they want. When they come to

any
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any country they cannot overcome the firft day, they build their fort, and remain a

month or more quiet, the general holding it for a maxim, that by doing fo he injures

the inhabitants as much as if he made war on them, infomuch that many times the

inhabitants of the country will come and attack them at their fort ; on which occafions

the Gagas will not only defend themfelves bravely, but egg the others on for the fpace

of tvio or three days. At length, when the general thinks he has a good opportunity

of returning the attack, he will previoufly fend fecretly out a thoufand or more of his

men to lay in ambufh ; then the Gaga marches out with his remaining force, as it were

to attack their town, which the others perceiving march out to attack him; on which

the Gaga, by the found of drums, &c. orders thofe in ambufcade to attack the enemy

in the rear, who finding themfelves thus unexpeftedly attacked behind, generally be-

come an eafy prey to the fuperior addrefs and courage of the other party. The confe-

quence of which is, the country becoming an eafy prey to the vidors.

The great Gaga Calando has long hair, embroidered with many knots full of Bamba
(hells of a very rich fort, and about his neck a collar of Mafoes, another fort of fhells

found upon that coaft, and which are fold amongfi: them at the rate of twenty fliillings

a fhell : and about his middle he wears Landes, which are beads made of oftriches'

eggs, befides a palm-cloth as fine as filk. His body is carved and cut in various marks,

and every day anointed with the fat of human beings. He wears a piece of copper

acrofs his nofe, two inches long ; and likewife in his ears. His body is always painted

red and white. He has twenty or thirty wives who follow him when he goes abroad ;

one of them carries his bow and arrows, and four others his cups with drink ; and

when he drinks they all kneel down, clap their hands, and fing.

The women wear their hair tied, and ftuck full of Bamba-fhells ; and are anointed

with civet. They draw out four of their teeth, two above, and two underneath ; this

they reckon an addition to their beauty, and thofe of them who do not do this are

loathed by the reft, and not allowed to eat or drink uith them. They wear great

quantities of beads about their necks, arms, and legs ; and about their middles, filk.

The women are very fruitful, but they enjoy none of their children, for as foon as

a woman is delivered, the child is immediately buried alive ; fo that thofe people have

no children of their own. But when they conquer a town, they take the boys and

girls of thirteen or fourteen years of age, and bring them up and adopt them as their

own : but the men and women they kill and eat. The boys they train up to war, and
hang collars about their necks as a mark, which is not taken off till the wearer has

proved himfelf a man by bringing an enemy's head to the general ; then the collar is

taken off and he becomes free, and is called Gonfa, or foldier : this makes them not

only courageous but defperate, in order to become free and reckoned men. In the whole
carnp there were but twelve natural Gagas, and thofe were their captains ; and four-

teen or fifteen women. It is about fifty years or more, fince they came from Sierra de
Leon, their native country. Their camp is compofed of fixteen thoufand ftrong, or

more fometimes.

When the great Gaga Calandola undertakes any great enterprize againft the inha-

bitants of any country, he makes a facrifice to the devil, in the morning before fun-

rife, in the following manner :— He fits on a ftool, with a man witch on each fide of

him, with forty or fifty women ftanding round him, holding in each hand a Zeueras,

or wild-horfe's tail, which they fiourifh, finging at the fame time : behind them are a

great number of Petes, Ponges, and drums continually playing. In the midft of them
is a great fire, on which is an earthen pot with white powders in it, with which the

men-witches paint the great Gaga's forehead, temples, acrofs the belly, and breaft,

during
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during which operation they make ufe of long ceremonial and enchanting fpceches.

In this manner they continue till fun-fet, when the enchanters or witches briuT the
great Gaga's Cafengala, which refembles a hatchet, put it into his hand, and bid him
be ftrong againft his enemies, for his Mokefo is with him. Then a male child is

brought which the great Gaga kills ; then four men are brought before him, two of
which, as it happens, he alio kills ; and the other two he orders to be killed outfide

the fort.

When they bury the dead, they make a vault in the ground witii a feat in it ; the
dead body has his hair ornamented, his body waflied and anointed with fweet powders,
and his befl apparel put on, and is brought in this manner between two men, and
placed on the feat in the vault, as if he were alive. He has two of his wives put with
him with their arms broken, and then the vault is covered up. In this manner the
inhabitants are buried, and have the greatefl part of their goods buried with them ; and
every month there is a meeting of the kindred of the dead man, who mourn and fing

doleful fongs at his grave for the fpace of three days ; they kill goats, and pour the

blood, and palm-tree wine, upon the grave. They ufe this ceremony as long as any
of the kindred of the deceafed be alive. Thofe who have no kindred think theiiifelves

unhappy when alive, becaufe they (hall have none to jnoiirn for them after their deceafe.

Thefe people are very kind one to another when in health, but in ficknefs abhor each
other, and thofe in health will have no communication with the fick.

At length tlie men-witches ordered me away, becaufe I was a Chriftian ; for the

devil had ordered it fo. On this occafion, five cows were ordered to be killed within

the fort, and five without, with a like number of goats and dogs, and the blood of
them fprinkled on the fire ; then the llefti of them is eaten with great feaifing and
triumph. And this ceremony is ufed many times by all the captains of their army.

I found means to get to the afore-mentioned Portuguefe, with fome merchant-ne-

groes who came to the camp to buy flaves.

His Return to the Portuguefe ; Invaftons of divers Countries ; Abufe ; Flight from theniy

living in the Woodsfeveral Months ; bisJirange Boat, and coming to Loango.

HAVING left the Gagas, I came to Mafl'angano, where the Portuguefe have a gar-

rifoned town. In this town was a new governor, named Sienor Juan Continbo, who
had orders to get pofl'eflion of the mountains of Cambamba, in which were mines. To
perform this fervice, the King of Spain had allowed hiin feven years' cuftom, of all

the flaves and goods that were carried thence to the Weft-Indies, Brazil, or elfewhere ;

on condition that he fhould build three caftles ; one at Dcmba where the falt-mines

are, another in Cambamba, where the falt-mines are, and the third in Babia das Vac-

cas, or the Bay of Cows. This gentleman was fo bountiful at his arrival, that his

fame was fpread though all Congo, and many Mulattoes and Negroes came voluntarily

to ferve him. After having been about fix months in the city, he marched to the Ou-
taba of Tombo, and there fhipped his foldiers in pinnaces, and went up the river Confa
or Coanza, and landed at the Outaba of Songo, fixy miles from the fea. This lord

Songo is next to Demba, where the falt-mines are, which contain fuch quantities of

fait, that the groateft part of the country is clear fair, free from any earth mixed with

it. It lies under the furface of the earth about three feet like ice : they cut it out in

blocks of about a yard long, and carry it up into the country, and is the beft com-
modity that can be taken to traffic with.

1

1

Here
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Here the governor (laid ten days, and fent a pinnace to MafTangano, for all the befl:

foldiers tliat were there. The captain of the caftle fent me down among a hundred
foldiers. I was taken notice of by the governor, who ufcd me very well, and made nie a

ferjeant in a Portuguefe company. He then marched to Machimba, from thence to

Cauo, and then to Malambe, a great lord. Here v.-e (laid four days, and were joined

by many lords. From thence we marched to a mighty lord called Auyoykayonoo,
who flood in his defence with an army of more than fixty thoufand men. The two
armies gave battle, and the viftory remained with us. We made great flaughtcr among
them, and took all the women and children captive, and got poffeffion of the town
in which we fettled, finding it very pleafant, and full of cattle and provifions. At the

end of eight days our governor fell fick and died, leaving a captain to command in his

room.
After having remained here about two months, w^e marched towards Cambamba,

which was three days* journey, and came right againft the Sierras de Prata, and pafled

the river Coanza, over-ran the country, and built a fort by the river-fide. Here I

ferved two years. They opened the filver-mines, which yielded but a fmall quantity

of filver. The new governor was very cruel to his foldiers, fo that all the volunteers

left him, which prevented his proceeding any farther. About this time news was
brought by fome Jefuits that the Queen of England was dead, and that King James

had made peace with Spain. On which I prefented a petition to the governor, who
confented I fliould return to my native country ; as he and his train were going to the

city of St. Paul, I went with them.

, The governor left five hundred foldiers in the fort of Cambamba, which they ftill

bold. I then went with a Portuguefe merchant to the province of Bamba, and fioin

thence to the Onteiro or city, (landing on a mountain of Congo, from thence to Gon-
gon and Balta ; wJiei'e we fold our commodities, and after an abfence of fix months
returned to the city again ; from whence I purpofed to have taken fliip for Spain, and
from thence home to England. But the governor retraced his word, and ordered me
to be ready in two days to go on another expedition to Auyoykayongo. As this go-

vernor had ferved his three years, and another was expected every day, I determined to

abfent myfelf till the new governor's arrival, and then return ; as every new governor on
his arrival makes proclamation for all deferters and others to return with free pardon.

That night I left the city with two Negro boys I had, who carried my mufquet, five

pounds of powder, a hundred bullets, and what little flore of provifion I covild collefl.

By the morning I had got about twenty miles from the city, by the fide of the river

Bengo. Here I flayed fome days, and then pafled the river, and came to the river

Dande, lying to the northward on the way to St. Paul, with the intention of hearing

news from thence, for which purpofe I fent one of my Negroes to, enquire of thofe

who paffed about the new governor, who brought me word to a certainty that the

new governor fhould not come this year. I was now put to my fliifts, whether I

would return to the city and be hanged, for I had run away twice, or conceal myfelf
in the woods. I determined on the latter, and lived in that manner a month, between
the rivers Dande and Bengo ; I then went again to Bengo, to Mani Kafwea, pafTod

over the river, and went to the lake of Cafanla, about which is the greatell quantity

of wild beafts, in any part of Angola. Neir this lake I flayed iix months, liviu"- ur)on

dried ffefh, fuch as deer, roebucks, &c. which I killed with my mufquet, and dried

the flefh as the favages do, upon a hurdle three feet from the ground, making under-
neath a great fire, and laying upon the flefh green boughs which keep the fmoke and
beat of the fire down and dry it. I made my fire with two little flicks as the favages

8 do.
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do. Sometimes my Negro boys procured me fome Guinea wheat from the inhabitants,

in exchange for pieces of dried fifli. The lake of Cafanza abounds with fifli of various

forts ; I have taken up a fifh called Somb, which (kipped out of the water on fliore,

four feet long. Thus, after having lived fix months on dried fifli and flefli. and feeing

no likelihood of an end to my fufferings, I endeavoured to hit upon fome means of

getting away.

In this lake are many iflands full of trees called Membre, which are as light and as

foft as cork. Of thefe trees, by the help of a knife I had of the favages, I made a

Jergado in the fafhion of a boat, nailed it with wooden pegs, and railed it all round

to prevent the fea wafliing me out, and with a blanket I had I made a fail, I likewife

made three oars for rowing. Thus equipped, my two Negroes and I ventured our-

felves upon the lake, which is eight miles over, and rowed to the river Bengo, and

going down twelve leagues with the current to the bar, which is dangerous to pafs,

owing to the roughnefs of the fea ; but having pafled it fafely, rowed into the fea, and

failed along the coaft, which I was very well acquainted with, intending to go to the

kingdom of Longo lying to the north : pafling the night at fea, next day I faw a

pinnace failing before the wind from the city. When we came clofe together I found

the mafter of her to be one of my old friends, and meffmates. He was bound to San

Thome, and out of friendfliip took me in, and fet me on fhore at the port of Lovjo,
where I remained three years, and got into great favour with the King, owing to my
killing him deer and wild-fowl with my gun.

Of the Province of Engoy, and other Regions of Loango, with the Manners and Cujloms of

the King and People.

(FROM the point of the Palmar, which lies at the north fide of the river Zaire, is the

port of Cabenda five leagues northward, where many fliips water and refrefli. This

place is called Engoy, and is the firfl province of Longo. It is full of woods and

I ,
thickets. Seven leagues northward of this, is the river Cacongo ; a very pleafant and

fl
fruitful place. Here is a great quantity of elephants' teeth : and a boat often tuns may
go up the river.

' The Mombales carry on great trade here, palling the river Zaire in the night, it

being then calm ; and take great quantities of elephants' teeth to the town of Mani

Sonna, and fell them at the port of Pinda to the Portuguefe or other ftrangers.

Four leagues from Cacongo is the river of Caye, or Longo Leugcs. The town of

Caye is one of the four feats of Longo : and then the Angra, or Gulf das Almadias.

In this gulf or bav are a great number of canoes and fifliermen, owing to the fea being

fmoother here than on the coaft. And two leagues northwartl is the port of Longo,

which is a fandy bay, in which a (hip may ride within mufquet-fliot of the fhore, in four

or five fathom water.

The town of Mani Longo is three miles from the water-fide, and ftands on a great

plain. The houfes of the town are built under palm and plantain trees. The ftreets

are very wide and long, and always kept clean fwept. The King rcfides on the weft

fide, and in the front is a plain, where he ailcmbles his people, on occafions of feaft-

ing, making war, &c. From this plain runs a very wide ftreet in which is held a

market every day.

Their merchandize confifts of palm-cloths of various forts ; cattle, fifli, fowls, wine,

oil, and corn. Here is alfo very fine logwood for dying, the root of which is reckoned

VOL. XVI. u u the
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the befl: for that purpofe ; alfo Molangos or copper. They have likevvife great ftore

of elephants* teeth, but thefe are not fold in the market. The King has ten great

houfes, but is never feen but in one, v^fhich he comes to in the afternoon. This houfe

is very large, and at twelve o'clock is full of his great men. They fit upon carpets on
the ground. Gembe the laft King never ufed to fee or fpeak to people till night : but

the prefent one on the contrary does it by day. He paiTes moft of his time with his

wives. When he has entered the houfe and is feated on a fort of throne, they clap

their hands, and falute him, faying, in their language, " Byane, Pembie, Ampola,

Moneya, Quefmge !"

On the fouth-fide of the King's dwelling is a row of houfes in a circular form, where

his wives live ; within this circuit no man dares enter under pain of death. In this

place he has a hundred and fifty wives or more. If any man be found within the cir-

cuit of this building, even fpeaking to a woman, they are both brought to the market-

place and their heads cut off, their bodies quartered, and lie expofed one day in the

market-place. Gembe the laft King had four hundred children by his women.

When the King has a mind to drink, he has a cup of vidne brought ; he that brings

it has a bell in his hand, and as foon as he has delivered the cup to the King, he turns

his face from him and rings the bell, on which all prefent fall down with their faces to

the ground, and coirtinue fo till the King has drank. This would be a dangerous

ceremony for any llranger, not acquainted with the law, to be prefent at, which law is,

that whoever fee the King drink fliall die. The King's own fon, a boy of twelve years

old, having inadvertently feen the King drink, immediately the King ordered him to

be finely apparelled and feafted, after which he ordered him to be cut in quarters, and

carried about the city ; with a proclamation that he had feen the King drink. His

eating is much in the fame ft yle, for which he has a houfe on purpofe, where his

viftuals are fet upon a Benfa or table : which he goes to, and fliuts the door ; when he

has done, he knocks and comes out. So that none ever fee the King eat or drink. For

it is believed that if any one fhould, the King Ihall immediately die.

The King is honoured among them as though he were a God : and is called Sambee
and Pango, which mean God. They believe he can let them have rain when he likes ;

and once a year, in December, which is the time they want rain, the people come to

beg of him to grant it to them, on this occafion they make him prefents, and none

come empty handed. He then appoints a day, when all the chiefs of his kingdom
come to this meeting with all their troops, dreifed and appointed as they are when they

go to war. When they are all come, the King comes forth into a fpacious place, where

a carpet of fine enfacks, wrought like velvet and about fifteen fathoms in circuit, is

fpread ; and upon this carpet a feat raifed about a fathom from the ground. Then
one of the chiefs comes forward with his bow and arrows, and fhews his (kill in the

ufe of them, and then has fonie merry conceit or jefl to play off to the King, kneeling

at his feet fome time ; for which the King thanks him. The reil of the chiefs do the

fame thing. After which the King commands his Dembes or drums, fome of them
fo heavy that a man can hardly carry one, others not fo large, to ftrike up. He has

alfo great Pongos, which are his waiters, made of the largeft elephants' teeth, hollowed

and fcraped thin, which play alfo ; and all together make a moft hideous noifc. After

they have palfed fome time in this manner, the King rifes and ftands upon his throne,

taking a bow and arrows, and lets fly up in the air ; there is then great rejoicing for

the reft of that day in hopes of having rain, which fometimes happens. I was prefent

once at this ceremony, and as it happened they bad abundance of rain the fame day,

vtrhich ferved to confirm the people in their fuperftitious belief.

1
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Sometimes there happens, though very rarely, to be born in this country a white

child of Negro parents ; when this is the cafe, the child is prefented to the King, and
is called Uondos : thefe children are brought up and initiated in the myfterics of witch-

craft, and are always with the King. Of thefe are compofed the King's witches. No
one dares offend or meddle with thefe Dondos, in fuch awe do the people ftand of
them ; and at market or elfewhere they may take what they pleafe without payment.
The King of Longo has four of them.

The King is alfo a witch^ and believes in two idols which are in Longo ; the one is

called Mokefo a Longo, and the other Chccocke. This lad is a little black image,

and ftands in a little houfe at a village called Kinga, at the landing-place of Longo.
The houfe in which the former is kept flands in the high-way, and thofe who pafs by
clap their hands as a mark of adoration or belief in the image. Craftfmen, fifhermen,

and others, make offerings to this idol, that it may be propitious to them in their under-

takings. This Checocke conies fometimes in the night, and haunts fome even of his

bed friends; fometimes a man, fometimes a woman, or a boy, whichever it happens
to be, is frantic for fome hours ; and whatever the frantic perfon fays, is fuppofed to

be the will of Checocke, and upon this occafion there is a great feafling and dancing.

At Kinga there is another Mokefo called Gomberi, which is a woman's name^ and
is kept in a houfe where an old witch lives, who is called Ganga Gomberi, which
means the prieft of Gomberi. Here once a year a feaft is made, and Ganga Gom-
beri fpeaks from under-ground. I have afked the Negroes what it is, who have told

me that it is a flrong Mokefo that is come to abide with Checocke.

The children of this country are born white, but change their colour in two days*

time to a perfect black. For example, the Portuguefe who dwell in the kingdom of

Congo, have fometimes children by the Negro women, and many times the father is

deceived, thinking when the child is born it is his, but within two days it proves the

child of a Negro man, which is a great difappointment to the Portuguefe, for they

rejoice very much when their children turn out to be Mulattoes, even though they be
baftards.

The town of Longo (lands in the middle of the four governments, and is governed

by. four chiefs, which are fons of the King's fillers ; for the King's fons never come to

be Kings. The firfl is Mani Cabango, the fecond Mani Salag, the third Mani Boek,
the fourth Mani Cay, who is to be King, and has his court and train as a prince.

Immediately on the death of the King he affumes the dignity, when Mani Boek takes

his place, Mani Salag that of Boek, and Mani Cabango that of Salag. All thefe wait

to be King in their turn. The mother of thefe princes is called Mani Lombo, and

looked on as the firfl woman in the kingdom. She chufcs a hufhand, and when tired

of him puts him away, and takes another. Her children are highly honoured ; and

people, as they pafs them, clap their hands, which is the higheft mark of refped in the

country. Thefe governments confifl of fine champain ground, full of corn and fruit.

The people make a great quantity of very fine and curious palm-cloth. They are

never idle, for even as they go along the flreets they make caps of needle-work.

Two leagues from the town of Longo, at a place called Longeri, the Kings are

buried. It is enconipafl'ed round with elephants' teeth pitched in the ground like a

paling, and is ten roods in compafs.

They fuller no white man to be buried in the land, and if any Portuguefe or other

White who comes here in the courfc of trade, dies, his body is carried in a boat two
miles from the fhore, and thrown into the fea. There was a Portuguefe gentleman

who came to trade with them, and had a houfe on the fea-fhore ; this gentleman died

I) V 2 and
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and was fuffered to be buried ; at the end of about four months after, which was in De-

cember ; it not happening to rain, their Mokefo told them it was owing to the Chriflian

having been buried amongft them, and ordered his remains to be taken up and thrown

into the fea ; and three days after it rained, which circumftance ferved to confirm their

belief in the devil.

Of the Provinces of Bongo, Calongo, Mayojnbo, Manikefocke, Matimbas ; of the Ape-

monjicr Pongo, their Hunting, Idolatries ; and divers other Obfervations.

TO the eaftward of Longeri is the province of Bongo, bordermg on Mococke, the

great Angeca is King of this province.. In it is great quantity of iron, palm-cloth, and

elephants' teeth, alfo great plenty of corn. To the north-eaft is the province of Cango,

fourteen days' journey from the town of Longo. This province is very mountainous,

and rocky ; very woody, with a great quantity of copper. The elephants' teeth of

this place are of a fuperior quality, and in fuch great quantities that the people of Lon-

go fetch a great deal from thence.

Three leagues to the northward of Longo is the river Quelle, on the north fide of

which lies the province Calongo. It is an open champain country, with the greateft

part of it under tillage, and produces great plenty of corn, likewife very fine honey.

In it are two fmall villages, which ferve as marks to diftinguifh the port of Longo.

Fifteen miles northward lies the river Nombo. This river is fo fhallow that there is

no navigation on it. This province towards the eaft borders upon Bongo ; and to the

north on Mayombo, which is nineteen leagues from Longo, along the coaft.

The province of Mayombo is fo overgrown with wood, that one may travel twenty

days in the fhade, without being the leafl incommoded by fun or heat. They have no

tillage or grain of any fort, nor any kind of tame cattle or fowls, the people living on

the flefh of elephants, which they very much efteem, aYid other wild bealls
;

plantains,

a great variety of roots, which are very good, and nuts ; they are well fupplied with

fifli. Two leagues to the fouthward of Cape Negro, which is the port of Mayombo,
is a large fandy bay. Sometimes the Portuguefe lade logwood in this bay : into it runs

a large navigable river named Banna ; the navigation of which is fometimes impeded

by a bar. In it are many inhabited iflands. The woods are fo infefted with baboons,

monkeys, apes, and parrots, that it is dangerous to venture alone among them. Here

are alfo two kinds of monflers common to thofe woods. The largeft of them is called

Pongo in their language, and the other Engeco. The Pongo is in all his proportions

like a man (except the legs, which have no calves), but are of a gigantic fize. Their

faces, hands, and ears are without hair. Their bodies are covered, but not very thick,

with hair of a dunnifli colour. When they walk on the ground it is upright, with

their hands on the nape of the neck. They fleep in trees and make a covering over

their heads to fhelter them from the rain. They eat no flefh, but feed on nuts and

other fruits ; they cannot fpeak, nor have they any underftanding beyond inftinft.

When the people of the country travel through the woods, they make fires in the

night, and in the morning when they are gone, the Pongos will come and fit round it

till it goes out, for they do not poflefs fagacity enough to lay more wood on. They
go in bodies, and kill many Negroes who travel in the woods. When elephants hap-

pen to come and feed where they are, they will fall on them, and fo beat them with

their clubbed fifts and flicks, that they are forced to run away roaring. The grown

Pongos are never taken alive, owing to their flrength, which is fo great that ten men
1

1
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cannot hold one of them. The young Pongos hang upon their mother's belly, with

their hands clafped about her. Many of the young ones are taken by means of {hoot-

ing the mothers with poifoned arrows, and the young ones hanging to their mothers,
are eafily taken.

The Morombes hunt and kill many little beafts with their dogs ; thefe dogs cannot
bark, they have wooden clappers about their necks, by the noife of which they are fol-

lowed. The huntfmen have Petes or whiflles, with which they call their dogs. The
dogs in all this country are very fmall, vith pricked ears, and for the moll part of a

red and dun colour. The Portuguefe maftiff, or any other dog that barks, is greatly

efleemed ; 1 have known one to be fold for thirty pounds.

In the town of Mani Mayambo is a Fetillb called Maramba, which ftands in a high
bafket, fhaped like a bee-hive, and over it a houfe which they call his religious houfe.

In him they believe, and keep his laws, and carry his reliques about with them. He
and others of the like fort are witches, and make ufe of their witchcraft for hunting
and killing elephants, recovering fick and lame people, forecafting favourable or unfa-

vourable journeys. By this Miramba are all murders and thefts tried, for in this country
they fometimes bewitch one another to death. And when any one dies, his neighbours
are brought before Maramba ; and lliould it be a great man that has died, the whole town
is fummoned to appear. When they come before Maramba, they kifs and clafp him
in their arms and fay ;

" Emeno eyge bembet, Maramba ;" that is, " I come to be
tried, O Miramba." And if any one be guilty, he immediately falls down dead ; and
if any one of them who had fworn has killed any one, though it had been twenty years

back, he immediately falls down dead. And fo it is in any other matter. From this

place to as far as tlie Cape dc Lopo Gonfalves, the people are all alike fupenlitious. I

was twelve months here and faw many die in this way.

Thefe people are circumcifed, as they are through all Angola, except the kingdom
of Congo, who are C-hriftians. And thofe that will be fworn to Maramba, come to the

chief Gangas, which are their priefls, or men-witches ; as well as boys of twelve years

of age, and men and women. The Gangas puts them into a dark houfe, and there

they remain certain days upon very hard diet ; after this they are all let abroad, and
commanded not to fpeak for certain days, what injury foever might occur to thcmj
thus they fuller great hardfliips before they arc fworn. Laflly, they are brought before

Miramba, and have two marks cut upon both their fhoulders, like a half-moon ; and
are fworn by the blood that drops from them, that they will be true to him. A certain

kind of meat, alfo fifli, and many toys, are forbidden to them. And if they eat any of

this forbidden meat, they prefcntly ficken and never recover. A\\ of them carry a

relique of Maramba in a little box and hang it about their necks, under their left arm.

The lord of the province of Mayombo has the enfigns or colours of Maramba carried

before him wherever he goes, and on fitting dov/n it is placed before him ; and wheil

drinking his palm-wine, the firll cup is poured out at the foot of the Mokefo or idol

;

and when he eateth any thing whatfoever, the firft piece he throws towards his left

hand with enchanting words.

From Cape Negro northerly, lives a great lord called Mani Seat, who has the

largelt (lores of elephants' teeth of any lord in the kingdom of Longo ; then his people

praftife nothing elfe but how to kill elephants, and two of thofe Negroes with their

darts eafily kill an elephant. Great (lores of logwood are found here.

There is another lord towards the eafl who is called Mani Kefoch ; he refides eight

days' journey from Mayambo. Here I was with my two Negro boys, to buy elephants'

hair and tails, and in a month 1 bought twenty thoufand, which I fold to the Portu-

guefe
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guefe for thirty flaves, and all my charges in the bargain. From this place I fent

one of my Negro boys to Mani Seat with a looking-glafs ; he efteemed it much, and

fent me four elephants' teeth (very great), by his own men ; and defired me to caufe

the Portiiguefe, or any other fhip, to come to the northward of Cape Negro, and he

would by fires appoint a landing-place, for there was never yet any Portuguefe or other

ftranger in that place.

To the north-eafl; of Mani Kefoch, are a kind of little people called Matimbas ; who
are no bigger than boys twelve years old, but are very thick, and live only upon flefh,

which they kill in the woods with their bows and darts. They pay tribute to Mani

Kefoch, and bring all their elephants' teeth and tails to him. They do not enter the

houfes of the Marambas, nor fuffer them to come where they dwell. And if by

chance a Maramba, or people of Longo, pafs where they dwell, they forfake that place

and go to another. The women carry bows and arrows as well as the men, and walk

fmgle in the woods to kill the Pongos with their poiibned arrows. I have afked the

Marambas, whether the elephant fheddeth his teeth or not, and they faid no. But

fometimes they find thofe teeth in the woods, but they find bones alfo.

When any man is fufpected for an offence, he is carried before the King, or before

Mani Bomma, who is a judge under the King. And if he denies matters, not to be

proved except by their oath, then this fufpe£ted perfon (wears thus :—They have a kind

of root which they call Imbando ; this root is very (trong, and is fcraped into water.

The virtue of this root is, that if they put too much into the water, the perfon that

drinketh it cannot avoid urine : and fo it ftrikes up into the brain, as if he was drunk,

and he falls down as if he was dead. And thofe that fall are counted guilty, and are

puniflied.

In this country none on any account dieth, but they kill another for him : for they

believe they die not their own natural death, but that fome other has bewitched them

to death. And all thofe are brought in by the friends of the dead whom they fufpect

;

fo that there many times come five hundred men and women to take the drink, made
of the forefaid root Imbando. They are brought all to the high-ftreet or market-

place, and there the mafter of the Imbando fits with his water, and gives every one a

cup of water by one meafure ; and they are commanded to walk in a certain place till

they make water, and then they are free. But he that cannot urine prefently falls

down, and all the people, great and fmall, fall upon him with their knives, and beat and

cut him into pieces. But I think the witch that gives the water is partial, and gives to

him whofe death is defired the ihongeil water, but no man of the bye-ftanders can per-

ceive it. This is done in the town of Longo, almoft every week throughout the year.

Of the Zebra and Hippopotamits.— The Portuguefe Wars in thofe Parts.— The Fiflnng^

Grain, and other things remarkable.

IN this kingdom there is no kind of tame cattle but goats ; no other cattle will

live here. Oxen and kine have been brought hither, but they prefently die. Hens
in this place do fo abound that one may buy thirty for the worth of fixpence in beads.

Pheafants, partridges, and wild fowls are plentiful. Here in-land lives a kind of

a fowl bigger than a fwan, and they are like an heron, with long legs and long necks,

and is white and black, and has in its bread a bare place without feathers, where it

flrikes with the bili. This is the right pelican, and not thofe fea-birds which the

Portuguefe
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Portuguef'e call pelicans, which are white and as big as geefe, and thofe abound in this

country alfo.

Here is found the Zevera or Zebra, which is like an horfe ; but its mane, tail, and

rtreaks of divers colours down its fides and legs makes a difference. Thefe Zebras

are all wild and live in great herds, and fuffer a man to come within fliot of them, and
let fhoot three or four times at them before they run away.

Moreover there are great numbers of fea or river-horfes, which feed always on the

land, and live only by grafs, and they are very dangerous in the water. They are the

biggefl: creature in this country except the elephant ; they have great ftrength in the

claws of their left forefoot, and have four claws on every foot like the claws of an ox.

The Portuguefe make rings of them, and they ^re a good remedy for ihe flux.

The Portuguefe make war againfl the Negroes in this manner. They have from
Congo a nobleman, who is known to be a good Chriftian and of good behaviour ; he

brings with him out of Congo fume hundred Negroes as his followers. This Macicango
is made Tandala or general over the black camp ; and has authority to kill, to put

down lords, and make lords, and has all the chief doings with the Negroes. And
when any lord comes to obey ; firft, he appears before the Tandala bringing him pre-

fents, in flaves, kine, and goats. Then the Tandala carries him to the Portuguefe

governor, and prefents two Haves to the governor's page before he goes in. Then he

mult have a great gilt for the governor, which is fometimes thirty or forty flaves and
cattle befides. And when he comes before the governor, he kneels down and claps

his hands, and falls down with his face on the ground, and then he rifes and fays : " I

have been an enemy, and now I protefl: to be true, and never more to lift my hand
againfl you." The governor then calls a foldier who has deferved a reward, and gives

the lord to him. This foldier fees that he has no wrongs, and that the lord acknow-
ledges him to be his mafler; and he maintains the foldier, and makes him rich. Alfo

in war he commands his mailer's houfe to be built before his own ; and vi'hatfoever he

has taken that day in the war, he fhares with his mafler. So that there is no Portuguefe

foldier on any account, but he has his Negro Sova or lord.

They ufe upon this coafl to fifh with harping-irons, and wait upon a great fifli that

comes once a day to feed along the fliorc, which is like a Grampus. He runs very near

the fhore, and drives great fkulls of fifh before him ; and tlie Negroes run along the

fhore, as fall as they are able to follow him, and flrike their harping-irons round about

him, and kill great llore of fifli, and leave thcin upon the fand till the fifli has done
feeding ; and then they come and gather their fifh up. This fifh will many times run
himfelf on ground, but they will prefently fliew him off again, which is as much as

four or five men can do. They call him Emboa, which is in their fpeech a dog, and
and will by no means hurt or kill any of them. Alfo they ufe in bays and rivers,

where flioal water is, to fifh with mats, which are made of long ruflies, antl they make
them of an hundred fathoms long. The mats fwim upon the water, and have long

ruflies hung upon one edge of the mat, and fo they draw the mat in compafs, as we
do our nets. The fifhes, fearing the ruflies that hang down, fpring out of the water,

and fall upon the mat that lies flat on the water, and fo they are taken.

There are four forts of corn in Longo : the firft is called Mafanga, and it grows
upon a flravv as big as a reed, and has an ear a foot long, and is like hemp feed. Tiie

fecond is called Alafembala ; this is of great increafe, for of a kernel fpring four or five

ears, which are ten feet high, and they bear half a pint of corn a-piece. This grain is

as big as tares and very good. Thirdly, they have another that grows low like giafs,

and
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and is very like muftard-feeJ ; this is the beft. They have alfo the great Guinea wheat,

which they call Maf-impota ; this is the leafl; efteemed.

They have very good peafe, fomewhat bigger than ours ; but they grow not as ours

do. For the pods grow on the roots underneath the ground ; and by their leaves

they know when they are ripe. They have another kind of peafe, which they call

Wandos ; this is a little tree ; and the firH year when planted, it bears no fruit, but

after it bears fruit three years, and then it is cut down.

Their plantain trees bear fruit but once, and then are cut down ; and out of the root

thereof fpring three or four young ones.

They have great ftores of honey, which hangs in the Elicandy trees. They gather

it with an hollow piece of wood or cheft, which they hang in the top of the tree, and

once a year it is full, by fmoke rewarding the laborious creatures with robbery, exile,

and death.

This Alicunde or Elicandy tree is very tall and exceeding great ; fome as big as

twelve men can fathom, fpreading like an oak ; fome of them are hollow, and from the

liberal fkies receive fuch a plenty of water, that they are hofpital entertainers of thoufands

in that thirfty region. Once have I known three or four thoufand remaining at one of

thofe trees, and thence receiving all their watery provifions for twenty-four hours,

and yet not empty. The Negroes climbed up with pegs of hard wood (which the

Elicandy tree being fofter eafily received, the fmoothnefs not admitting other climbing),

and I think that fome one tree holds forty tuns of water. This tree affords no lefs bounti-

ful hofpitality to the back than belly, yielding (as her belly to their bellies) her back

to their backs ; excepting that this is better from the younger trees, whofe tender

barks being more feafonable for difcipline, are foundly beaten (for man's fault, whence

came the firll nakednefs), whereby one fathom cut from the tree, is extended into

twenty, and is prefently fit for wearing, though not fo fine as the Inzanda tree yields.

This tree yields excellent cloth from the inner bark thereof, by like beating. Of their

palm-trees, which they keep with watering and cutting every year, they make velvets,

fattins, tafFatas, damafks, farcenets, and fuch like ; out of the leaves cleanfed and

purged, drawing long even threads for that purpofe. They draw wine, (as it is

faid) from the palm-tree ; there is another kind of palm-tree, which bears a fruit good

for the ftomach, and for the liver molt admirable.

One crocodile was fo huge and greedy, that it devoured an Alibamba, that is, a

chained company of eight or nine flaves. I have feen them watch their prey, haling in

general man or other creatures into the water.

\
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AND COUNTRIES :

WITH A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF THE RISE, PROGRESS, AND PRESENT CONDITION OF ALL /

THE EUROPEAN SETTLEMENTS UPON THAT COAST, AND THE JUST MEASURES
FOR IMPROVING THE SEVERAL BRANCHES OF THE GUINEA TRADE.

Written originally in Dutch by William Bosman, Chief Faftor for the Dutch at the Caftle of
St. George d'Elmina. And now faithfully done into Englifb.*

THE AUTHOR S PREFACE.

1 T is a common cuftom among authors, to ufher in their writings with a Preface ; which
feme look upon as a mere ornament of no great importance, and others as a ncceffary

appendage, both for fetting forth the fubjeft, method, and dcfign of the performance,

and for giving the reader an opportunity to know the qualifications of his author : and

it is the latter of thefe that I here join with.

The world is at prefent fo overltocked with books, that it is almofl; impofiible to

bring any new thing to light, unleis another new world were difcovered ; the countries

and people in all parts of the world, being already defcribed by various authors. But

it was an ancient faying among the Romans, that Africa always produces fomething

new ; and, to this day, the faying i.s very juft ; for the coaft of Guinea, which is part

of Africa, is for the mofl part unknown, not only to the Dutth, but to all Europeans,

and no particular defcription of it is yet come to light ; nor, indeed, any thing, but a

few fcraps fcattered in books written upon ether fubjeds, moft of which are contrary

to truth, and afford but a forry (ketch of Guinea.

Being a lover, from my youth, of the defcriptions of travels and voyages, and ac-

counts of foreign countries, 1 quickly took a diitafte at fuch authors as palmed prcca-

* London, 1705.
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rious reports upon the world for certain truths ; and, having never flirred out of their

native country, take all for truth that is handed to them from abroad, and recommend
it as fuch to the world : in imitation of Ariftotle, who, being ordered by Alexander (as

the ftory goes) to write of the nature of animals, grounded and completed his perform-

ance upon the report of every traveller he could meet with. In thofe days, when the

world was not fo well knovm as it is now, that fort of writing might go down : but now-

a-days a man of fenfe will fcarcely venture upon it, confidering that his advances will be

compafled by a variety of travellers, and where he departs from what they find to be

the real truth, he will be expofed for a fabulous author. In this country of Holland,

we have had particularly two fuch writers in the laft century, who fet forth many books,

and are now lb well known by the bulkinefs of their writings, and the manner of their

performances, that it is needlefs to fay more of them than this, that the world does

them juftice enough if they credit but one half of what they write upon foreign fub-

jefts, without derogating from what credit is due to their works that relate to our own
country ; for which fubjecl they are very well qualified. I could not forbear oppofing

them upon fome heads, and publilhing the truth of what they have mifreprefented

;

and, in fo doing, I reckon I have done fome fervice. And if they are fo touched with

my freedom as to take me to talk (according to their threats), I am well affured that at

leaft they fliall not fix any falfehood upon me. I had always a longing defire to go and

fee what I read of in books ; at^d, during my fourteen years ftay upon the coafl of

Guinea, I bad an opportunity of fatisfying my defire, there being few or fcarcely any

places upon the coaft, where I have not ftaid for fome time, and can now fpeak of

with experience.

And while 1 thus gratified my own curiofity, I confidered that man was created not

for himfelf alone, but likewife to ferve his neighbour ; and that the fineft things lofe

their greateft fplendour by being fmothered in the breafl of one man : upon this con-

fideration, I reckoned myfelf bound to impart to my countrymen what I have beheld

with pleafure ; and that the rather, that I was defired fo to do by my very good friend

to whom the enfuing letters are addreffed. Though my friend's demand was contrary

to my inclination, yet I cheerfully complied with it ; only I had fome wandering re-

fleftions upon the reafons alledged in my firfl letter, particularly that of my unpoliflied

way of expreffing myfelf. But confidering I do not publifti this for a piece of confum-

mate rhetoric, but only to fatisfy thofe m ho are curious in this way, I hope to be ex-

cufed. My fole defign is to gratify thofe who are moved with the fame curiofity that

influenced me, or may hereafter have an opportunity of being concerned on the coaft

of Guinea ; to gratify them, I fay, with a dillindt account ot the difpofition and con-

ftitution of thofe countries, and the various opinions that prevail there. This is my
aim, and I hope I fhall in fome meafure compafs it. In fine, if what I have heie pub-

lifhed can be of the leaft ufe, I fhall reckon myfelf richly rewarded for my pains.

At firft I had contrived this work, fo as to divide it into five books, treating of fo

many feveral fubje«5ts. The firft, of the difpofition of the Gold Coaft ; its extent,

divifion, fertility, and the employment or livelihood of the inhabitants. The fecond,

of the inhabitants in general ; their geniui, cuftoms, manners, religion, government,

and habitations, with what relates thereunto. The third, of the trade of the coaft ;

how it is carried on by the Dutch Company and the other Europeans, and how the

Negroes aft their part in it. The fourth, of the animals of the country ; whether

wild or tame, as quadrupeds, reptiles, infedts, and fowl, befides the fifti, the plants,

and the fruits. The fiifth, of the kingdoms of Ladingcour, Goto, the t\vo Popos, and

10 the
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the charming country of Fida : with a conclufion, defcribing a coafting voyage per-

formed by me in the year 1698.

But fmce, having the opportunity to fend the whole matter of the above-mentioned

five books, in feveral letters to my very good friend, I chofe to alter the divifion, and
draw it all up in twenty Letters, including in each as much as the conveniency of time

allowed. To thefe twenty letters there are two more annexed, which were wrote to

me by two perfons in our fervice, and relate to the countries where they were employed,

and where I had never been. This new divifion, I hope, will not be unacceptable to

the reader, in regard that every letter ftill prefents him with fomething that is new. I

muft own it pleafes me better than the firft.

For fome time after I begun this work, I was much troubled that there was not a

man on the coaft that could draw and defign : but after I had gone a great way in it,

there came one to the coaft that was verfed in that art, upon which I immediately fet

him to work, upon drawing all the forts (Dutch, Englifli, and Danifh,) to the eaft of

Elmina ; and, for his greater conveniency, I made the journey with him myfelf, being

fent by our general upon affairs relating to our trade. The animals, which upon my
order were brought to us, he drew by the life ; and the forts he drew with a juft re-

gard to perfpedtive. But death, which fpares no man, vlfited my draughtfman, juft

when we were ready to take another journey to the weft of Elmina. In a few days*

time he was well and dead ; and fo left me provided only with the half of what I de-

figned, there being no other draughtfman on the coaft.

I have purpofely affcdted brevity, otherwife I could have drove out to a bulky vo-

lume : but, confidering that it is tedious and naufeous to dwell long upon one thing, I

prefume the reader will be thereby gratified.

A DESCRIPTION, ^c. OF GUINEA.

LETTER I.— Treating of the Gold Coajl in general^ and the Country of Axim in parti,

cular, the Settling of the Dutch and Brmidenburghers there, the imprudent Condud of

the latter upon this Coajl ; of Rio de Cobre, and the unhappy Accident that happened

to a Fort there.

Sir,

\^OUR agreeable of September ift 1700, was feafonably handed to me by Captain

N.N., by which I am perfeftly fatisfied, that, through your diligence and con-

duft, my affairs are brought to a happy iffue. The leaft I can do, is to thank you,

with affurance that I will flip no opportunity of making the beft returns I am capable

of in requital of fuch unufual fervices : indeed I am very unfit to do it in the way you

oblige ine to
;
you exaft from me an accurate defcription of this country, and though

by my long refidence here, I am, or at leaft ought to be in fome meafure acquainted

with it, yet there are feveral reafons which I might alledge in excufe ; among which

no fmall ones are, that my infufficiency and unpoliflied way of exprefTmg myfelf renders

me uncapable to reprefent things in their juft propriety and connexion ; but what I have

X X 2 yet
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yet to offer requires my rnore ferious confideration, whether, being adually in the fervicc

of our Weft India Company, it is confiitent with my duty to difcover the ftate of their

affairs ; being very dubious on this head, I could have heartily wifhed you would have

fpared me this heavy talk, fearing it was what might contribute to make you, as well

as myfelf, uneafy. But at laft, refleding on your friendfliip, and the obligation receiv-

ed, 1 foon itepped over thefe and all other difficulties, and am refolved to endeavour

your I'atisfaclion, upon promife that your ufual good-nature will excufe my incorredt

ftyle ; and reft affui ed, that, however I fucceed, a fmcere intention to oblige you to

the utmoft, is never wanting.

Returnina; to yours, I find your curiofity extends itfeU" primarily to that country

where your nephew was laft placed by the general : in anfwer to which, be pleafed to

take the following account.—^This country, called Axim, is cultivated and abounds

with numerous, large, and beautiful villages, all extraordinarily populous ; fome of

which are fituate on the fea-fliore, and others farther on the main land ; the moft con-

fiderable amongft the former lie under the Brandenburghian and Dutch forts, of which

the latter is by much the beft.

Our fort here is obliged for its prefent name of St. Anthony to the Portuguefe, who
were its firft mafters; but Anno 1642, were driven from this and feveral other places

by our countrymen : and indeed, formerly the Portuguefe ferved for fetting-dogs to

fpring the game, which, as foon as they had done, was feized by others. But to return

to our fort, which was not great, but neatly and beautifully built as well as ftrong and

conveniently fituated : it is provided with three good batteries, befides breaft-works,

out-works, and high walls on the land fide, as well as a fufficient quantity of guns ;.

and if it were well ftored with provifions, might hold out againft a ftrong army of the

natives. I am heartily forry I cannot fend you a draught of it, becaufe the main artift,

who was about it, died before it was half finiftied ; for which reafon you are not to ex-

pe£t fo much as a (ketch of any fort weft of Elmira, but the drawings of thofe eaftward

are at your fervice.

You cannot be ignorant that your nephew is made principal faftor by Mr. N. N.,

who is intrufted by the Company as well as the general, with an abfolute power over

that whole country ; the inhabitants being reduced to that entire fubjedion, that they

dare not refufe, but are firmly bound to ferve the fador to the utmoft with what the

country aftbrds ; nor dare they decide any judiciary cafe without his cognizance, he

being a fort of chief juftice appointed to punifli even the chief of the Negroes, according

to the cuftom of the country ; but of their laws I intend ( if I live long enough) a more

particular account. But at prefent, before I proceed any farther, I fhall prefent you

with a fmall (ketch of the Guinea Coaft, efpecially that called the Gold Coalt, and what

is poffeffed either by our own countrymen, or other Europeans.

Guinea is a large country, extended feveral hundred miles, abounding with innumer-

able kingdoms, and feveral commonwealths.

Several authors have reprefcnted Guinea as a mighty kingdom, whofe prince by his

viftorioufnefs had fubdued numerous countries, and erefted their whole extent of land

into one mighty kingdom, which he called Guinea : how great this miftake is, I hope

to evince to you ; fince the very name of Guinea is not fo much as known to the natives

here, nor the imaginary Guinea monarchy yet to be found in the world.

The Gold Coaft being a part of Guinea, is extended about fixty miles, beginning

with the Gold River three miles weft of Alfine, or twelve above Axim, and ending

with the village Ponni, feven or eigiit miles eaft of Acra.

7 I am
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I am unwilling to detain you w^th a defcription of the tract of land betwixt Afline

and Rio, or the river Cobre, about a mile above our fort ; fmce the trade of that place

is at prefent fo inconfidcrable that it is very Httle frequented, though nine or ten years

ago its commerce was in a floSrifhing ftate ; but fmce the golden country of Afline

(from wheiice gold was brought thither) was conquered, and almoft devaftated, the

Dinckin-rafe traffic has rim at a low ebb, and the httle gold duft which is brought thi-

ther is either fophiflicated or of very fmall value : wherefore I fhall fleer my courfc

along the Gold Coaft, and without confidering the rank of precedence, take them fairly

as they lie hi my way, and defcribe them as well as the compafs of a letter will permit.

The countries from the Ancoberfian River to the village Ponni, are eleven in nuiii^
ber, viz. Axim, Ante, Adorn, Jabi, Commani, Fetu, Saboe, Fantyn, Acron, Agonna,
and Aquamboe ; each containing one, two, or three towns or villages, lying upon the

fea-fhore, as well under, as betwixt the forts of the Europeans ; their greateft and moft
populous towns being generally farther on land. Seven of thefe are kingdoms, go-

verned by their refpedive Kings ; and the reft being governed by fome of the principal

men amongfl: them, fcem to approach nearer to comuiomvealths : but I fliall give you a

more particular account of them hereafter, and in order thereto at prefent begin wiili

Axira ; which, as the notion of power runs here, was formerly a potent monarchy, but

the arrival of the Brandenburghers divided the inhabitants, one part of them putting

themfelves under the protedion of the new comers, in e.xpeclation of an ealier

government and loofer reins, in whreh they were not miflakea, as the coniequence

evinced ; but the other part, which were the moll honefl and leaft changeable, flaid

under our government. But if vv'e take a view of this country before this time, we flialj

find it to be extended fix miles in length, computing from the mentioned Rio Cobw',.

(Ancober, or the Serpentine River, fo called by the Fortuguefe, from its intricate wind-

ing and inland'courfe of twenty miles) to the village Boefwa, a mile wefl of our fort,

near the village of Boutry.

The Negro inhabitants arc generally very rich, driving a great trade with the F.uro-

peans for gold, which they chielly vend to the fuiglifh and Zealand interlopers, not-

v/ithitanding the fevere penalty they incur thereby ; for if we catch them, their fo

bought goods are not only forfeited, but a heavy fine is laid upon them : not deterred

I fay by tMs, they all hope to efcape ; to cft'cd which, they bribe our flaves (who are

fet as watches and fpies over them) to let them pafs by night ; by which means we are

hindered from having much above an hundreth part of the gold of this land. And the

plain rcafon why the natives run this rii'que of trading with the interlopers, is, that their

goods are fom'etimes better than ours, and always to be had one third part cheaper

;

whereby they are encouraged againfl the danger, very well knowing, that a fuccefsful

corrclpondence will foon enrich them.

'I'hefe interlopers are feVeral of them fitted out by private merchants in Holland to

drive this trade ; which is in elTect, to rob the Well India Company of the advantage of

ihfir Placaat or patent obtained from the States-General, which empowers them to

trade on this coafl, exclufivc of all others; and of punilhing all offenders againfl this

right with the lofs of life and goods ; all their fhips, in cafe they feize them, being free

prize : but though in my time we have takei> feveral of them, the law has not been

rigoroully put in execution, but we generally content ourfelvcs with making examples
of fome of the ring-leaders in terrorcrn ; and when they are fcized, Ibme one or other

of the Company's officers find it their interell tn let them (lip through their fingers.

But not to accufe any body, fince every one hath his frailty, let us return to the inha-

bitants of xVxun, whom" v/e find induflrioiilly employed either in trade, fifhing, or agri-

culture,.
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culture, and that is chiefly exercifed in the culture of rice, which grows here above all

other places in an incredible abundance, and is tranfported hence all the Gold Coaft

over. The inhabitants in lieu returning full fraught with millet, jammes, potatoes, and

palm oil ; all which are very rare here, for the foil is n^Tturally moift, and though fit to

produce rice, and fruit trees, doth not kindly yield other fruits.

But having already hinted fomething relating to the Brandenburghers, it will not,

I hope, be tedious to particularize a little on their prefent ftate. Their principal for-

trefs is not above three miles eaft of our fort St. Anthony, and is called Frederics-

burgh ; it is fituate on the hill Mamfro near the village Pocquefoe, and is handfome and

reafonably large, ftrengthened with four large batteries furniflied with forty-fix pieces

of ordnance, but too flight and fmall ; the gate of this fort is the mod beautiful on all

the coaft, but proportionably much too large for the ftrufture, fo that the garrifon feems

to have an equal right with the burghers of Minde, to the advice that they fhould keep

their gate clofe lliut for fear the fort fhould run away. On the eaft fide it hath a

beautiful out-work, which deprives the fortrefs of a great part of its ftrength, where-

fore it would be eafily gained if attacked on this fide ; befides which, the greateft

fault in this building is, that the breaft-works are built no higher than a man's knee,

and the men thereby are continually expofed defencelefs to the fhot from without

;

which is no fmall inconvenience in wars with the Blacks, for no perfon can come upon
the batteries, but the Negroes eafily reach him with a mufquet-fliot : for the reft, the

building part is not to be objetted againft, and is provided with a great many fine

dwellings within.

The commander-in-chief of this fort, and Indeed of all the poffeffions of the Bran-

denburghers on this coaft, confifting of two forts and a lodge, takes the title of

direftor-general under His Eledoral Highnefs of Brandenburgh and his African com-
pany. For fome time paft their commanders and fervants, except common foldiers,

have been moft part Dutch, who in imitation of our nation have always aimed at an
abfolute dominion over the Blacks ; but never could yet accomplifli their end, being

hitherto hindered by their inteftine diffenfions and irregularities, or the villainous nature

of their Negroes, who, having moftly fled from us on occafion of crimes committed by
them, have taken refuge under them.

In the time of my refidence here I can remember feven of their dirediors ; the firft,

John Nyman, an Embdener, a man of found judgment, good fenfe, and great expe-

rience, who difcharged his office with the greateft fidelity and good condudt, by which
means he quitted this country with a great deal of honour, and left a very good name
behind him : he was fucceeded by John and Jacob Ten-Hooft, the father and fon, who
both acquired a large fliare of reputation, and kept their fubordinates in due decorum,
efpecially the fon, who by good-nature and a civil addrefs gained the affeftion of the

Blacks, and had every body at his devotion : by which means he eftablifhed the Bran-
denburghian affairs in a much better condition than any before him ; and as they never

had a better governor, fo it is very much to be doubted, they will repent the time when
they removed him, and appointed Gyfljrecht van Hoogvcldt in his place, who before

had been faftor in our fervice at Axim, where he treated thofe under him fo ill, that

General Joel Smits and the council were obliged to difcharge and fend him from the

Coaft, as incapable of their fervice. However, being now commander-in-chief, to

reconcile himfelf to the offended Negroes his old enemies, he granted them feveral

franchifes and privileges, which ferved not only to leflen the power of the Branden-
burghers, and lay the firft foundation of their ruin, but after a fliort government the

Europeans and Blacks jointly rofe againft him ; and after trying him, difcharged him
once



bosman's guinea. 343

once more the government and Coaft ; choofing in his place one John van Laar, an
Anabaptifl, who was found to have a much better talent at drinking of brandy than at

bufinefs ; and took fo little care of the public, that all went to ruin ; and he himfelf was
timely removed by death, to make way for John Vifler his fuccelfor, a perfon, who
wanting even common fenfe, was therefore incapable of that truft. Shortly after his

elevation, his factor at Acoda was killed by the Negroes, which he having neither fuf-

ficient conducf nor power to revenge, they continued their unbridled outrages at the

expence of the lives of feveral of his Europeans ; and laftly, feizing his perfon, they

carried him into the inland country, and after miferably breaking almofl all his limbs,

and faftening abundance of ftones about his body, drowned him in the fea. This
barbarous murther was varioufly talked of here : but all agree that the Europeans
under his command confented to, and abetted it ; and fouie aifert it was done by their

order ; and Adrian Grobbe (chofen by the Negroes) his fuccelfor, is generally charged

with the gresteft fliare in this crime ; if he is innocent I hope he will clear himfelf, but

if guilty, may heaven avenge it on him and his accomplices : for it hath very per-

nicioufly weakened the power of all the Europeans on this Coafl, and filled them
with apprehenfions not altogether groundlefs, that if this bloody fa6t efcapes unpuniflied,

nobody is here fecure of life. It hath already fo enflaved the Brandcnburghers, that

I very much doubt whether ever they will regain the maflery, for the Negroes having

once got the upper hand will fufficiently lord it over them.

I could not help imparting to you this event, equally ftrange and deteftable ; to

which I was indeed the rather induced, becaufe as you are perfeftly acquainted with

all the European trade of the Embden company, fo you may take an opportunity of

informing them how their affairs have been managed here for fome years part. But
taking leave of this fort, let us take a ftep two miles and a half eaflwards below

Cape Trefpuntos, where we find another Brandenburghian fort at Acoda called Do-
rothea ; which by order of our fuperiors was amplified and delivered to them about

eleven years paft ; fmce which they have very confiderably ilrengthened and improved

it. It is a houfe covered with a flat roof, on which are two fmall batteries and half

curtains, upon which they have planted feveral light pieces of cannon ; it is indeed

furnifhed with a fufficient number of rooms and conveniencies, though but flightly

built and fomewhat crowded.

Betwixt Maufro and Acoda, the Brandcnburghers, in 1674, built another fort-houfe

at the village Tacrama, in the middle of Cape Trefpuntos. Their general's defign

was to build a fort here to prefel've and defend the adjacent watering place in their

power. Upon the whole, the keeping of this lodge and the two f rmer forts hath

been fo very expenfive to them, that I am of opinion they will not haflily augment

their charge by undertaking any new building.

The Brandenburgh affairs having infenfibly fwelled this letter to a larger bulk than

I intended, and obliged me to defer my defigned account of the vegetables of the coun-

try of Axim to another opportunity ; and that I may not cloy you at once, I fhall con-

clude only with a defcriptionof the above-mentioned Snake River, or river of Ancober,

which laft name it takes from the country it runs through.

This river is too pleafant to be flightly pafVed over, and as I have already told you,

is a mile above our fort St. Anthony ; its mouth is very wide, with fo fhallow water,

that I queftion whether it is palfable with a boat, but a little farther it grows deeper and

narrower; after which, in feveral miles no obfervable alteration appears. How far its

inland courfe extends I cannot inform you, though I have travelled above three«fmall

days' voyage upon it, and found it as pleafant as any part of the Guinea coaft, not ex-

cepting
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ccpting Fida itfelf ; cai.h of its banks being adorned u ith fine lofty trees, which afford

tiic niofl agreeable (hade in the world, defending the traveller from the fcOrching

beams of the fun. It is not unpleafant to obferve the beautiful variegated birds, and the

fportive apes, diverting theinfelves on the verdant boughs all the way. To render

it yet more charming, having failed about a mile up, you are entertained with the view

of a fuie populous village, extending about a quarter of a mile on its weftern fliore

;

of fuch villages hereabouts are a great number, which together make up three feveral

countries, of which, the firft fituate next the fea, is called Ancober (whether the river

be obliged to the country, or the country to the river for its name, I fliall not deter-

mine) ; the fecond next occurring land is Abocroe, and the laft Eguira. The firft 1

obferved was a monarchy, and the other two common-wealths. Several years paft we
had a fort in the country of Eguira, and drove a very confiderable trade there ; for

befides the alllux of gold thither from all foreign parts, the country itfelf affords fome
gold mines ; and I remember when I had the government of Axim, a very rich one

vvas difcovered ; but we loft our footing there in a very tragical manner, for the com-
mander-in-chief of the Negroes, being clofely befieged by our men (as fame reports),

fliot gold inftead of bullets, hinting by figns that h6 was ready to treat, and afterwards

trade with the befiegers : but in the midft of their negociation he blew up himfelf and

i',11 his enemies at once, as unfortunately as bravely putting an end to our fiege and

his life, and hke Sampfon revenging his death upon his enemies. To compafs his

defign, he had encouraged a flave by promifing him new clothes, to ftand ready with

a lighted match, with which he was to touch the powder when he faw him ftamp with

his foot, which the filly wretch but too puntlually performed undifcovered by any but one

of our Company's flaves, who obferving it, withdrew as filently as timely, being only left

alive to bring us the news ; and fince we could get no better account, we were obliged

to believe this ; it being but too certain that our fort, to the coft of our director and

fome of our enemies, was blown up. This being enough for the firft time, be pleafed

to fufpend your curiofity till the next opportunity, when you ihall not fail of a farther

account from, yours, &c.

LETTER II.— Difcribing the Antefe Country about Boutry, the EngliJJj and Dutch

Forts there, and the Englijh their fraudulently vending falfc Gold ; the Beauty of the

Antefe Country and the River Boutry, the Oyfiers ivhich are there produced ; the

Dutch and Englijh Forts at Zaconde and the Country adjacent ; of the Village Chajna,

and the Dutch fort there, together with the Jabife and Adomfc Land, and the River

Chaina, with a Reprefentation of the Cruelty of the Jabife General.

Sir,

I HOPE that mine of the 1 5th will reach you in due time ; but the fliip which

carries it being bound for Fida to take in flaves, and after that to touch at Curacao
before it ftands its courfe homewards, I cannot exped that it ftiould reach Holland ia

lefs than a year ; and the ftiip that brings this, fteering diredly to Europe, will arrive

much fooner ; wherefore, to take off the uneafinefs of the delay, I here fend you a

tranfcript of my former, wiftiing the contents may meet your favourable reception.

Having defcribed Axim in my firft, I fliall begin this with an account of Ante, its

next adjoining neighbour, to which I fliall add as much as time and convenience will

permit. The country of Ante, or as the natives call it, Hante, begins with the village

JBoefwa, two miles below, or eaftward of Acoda ; though we may very well take in,

and
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and begin with Acoda Itfelf, it being at prefent fubje£l thereto. For feveral years this

country was divided into the Upper and Lower Ante, Antim, already dcfcribcd, being

accounted the former, and that we are about to defcribe elleemed the latter. It was for-

merly very potent and populous, being inhabited by a martial and prasdatory people,

who very much annoyed us with frequent onfets ; but with continual wars with thole

of Adorn and their other neighbours, they are fo enfeebled, that no footdeps of their

prilline glory are left. But of them more particularly hereafter.

At Dikjcfchoftt, properly called Infuma, the Englifli built a fmall fort, anno 1691,
after they had feveral times difputed the ground with the Brandenburghers, who fome
time before had fet up their elector's flag there ; though at laft, not finding it turn to

any great account, they quietly yielded it to the Englilh, who advanced fo leifurely that

it was but finiflied in fix years ; after all which it was fo inconfidcrable and flight, that

it hardly deferved the name of a fort. I have often heard the Englifli themfelves com-
plain of it ; for befidcs that it is not a place of good trade, the Negroes thereabouts are

fo intradl^able, fraudulent, villainous and oblUnate, that the Englifli cannot deal with
them ; for if they have recourfe to violence in order to bring them to rcafon, they are
alfo oppofed by force, and that fo warmly, that thefe five years pall they adventured
to befiege them in their fortrefs, and were very near taking it ; at lafl:, they obliged

the Englifli to their terms, without allowing them to exercife any power over them,
and hence proceeded an alliance fo ftridl betwixt them, that they jointly agreed to cheat

all the fliips that came to trade there, by putting fophiflicated gold upon them, a fraud
which they have frequently pradifed, as they did ab6ut three months pad upon two
fmall Englifli fliips (one of which was laden to the value of one thoufand feven hundred
pounds fterling), for all which, the mailer received only falfe gold, fo that he loft his

whole voyage at once ; nor did his companion fuft'er much lefs, and what nioft furprifed

them was, that they received it as well from the Whites as the Negroes. They
applied themfelves to the Englifli chief governor on the coaft, defiring they might
have their goods returned, or good gold in exchange for the falfe j but to complain to

him, was to go to the devil to be confefl'ed ; for he, participating in the fraud, would
by no means help them. This cheat is become fo common, that it daily happens ; but
that the Whites have always a hand in it I dare not afllrm ; however I am very fure,

that this place deferves the name of the falle mint of Guinea, of which every trader who
comes to the coaft ought to be warned ; for the making of falfe gold is here fo com-
mon, that it is publicly fold, and become a perfedl trade : the price current being in

uiy time about a crown in good gold for two pounds fterling of falfe.

About a mile and a half from this knavifli place, at the village Boutry, commonly
called Boutree, is another fmall ill-fliaped fort, fituate on a very high hill, built in an
oblong form, and divided into two parts ; ftrengthened (if I may fo lay) with two
inoflcnfive batteries, upon which are planted eight fmall guns. This is very impro-

perly called Batenftein, for it much better deferves the name of Schadenftein (Bate
iignifying profit, and Schade lofs), in regard we have for feveral years loft much
more than we got by it. At the foot of this hill is the village Boutry, which is in-

diflerently large and populous, inhabited by a people who trade very fair with us, as not
participating of the villainous nature of thofe of Infuma.

Exactly four miles lower we meet with the village Zaconde, where wc have a fmall

lort called Orange. A mufquet-fliot from hence is the remains of an Englifli fort

about as large as ours, of which more hereafter. Upon walking through the country
ol Ante, reckoning from Acoda to a mile and a halt below Zaconde, where it ends, I

count it about eight or nine miles long. Its pleafant lituation is become fo famou§
VOL. .\vi. y y by
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by Mr. Focquembourg's defcription, which adventures to compare it with the country

of Cleve, that, leaving the truth of his comparifon to the decifion of thofe that have

feen both, I fliall only in purfuance of my defign inform you, that this country, as

well as all the gold-coaft:, abounds in hills, all enriched with extraordinarily high and

beautiful trees ; its valleys betwixt the hills are wide and extenfive, proper for the

planting of all fort of fruits, and if they were as well cultivated as watered, would fup-

ply half the coafl: with eatables. The earth produceth, in great abundance, very good

rice, the richefl: fort of millet, the grain of which is red, jambs, potatoes, and other

fruits, all good in their kind ; nor is the foil in the lead deficient in fruit-trees. The
fugar-canes grow here more and larger than any where elfe ; fo that I am not without

hopes that a fuccefsful plantation may in time be here fet on foot. For wine and oil,

the palm affords what excels in quantity as well as quality. In fliort, it is a land which

yields its manurers as plentiful a crop as they can wifh, being befides very well fur-

niflied with all forts of tame as well as wild beafts ; but the lafl; fatal war betwixt the

Anteans and Adomians hath reduceth it to a miferable condition, and ftript it of mofl:

of its inhabitants : befides which, the miferable few left behind are fo difpirited, that

they flielter themfelves under our fort near Boutry, leaving the greateft part of the

land wild and uncultivated. It is, indeed, deplorable to fee it at prefent, and reflect

on its former flourifliing condition in the years 1690 and 1691. Before the war, I

being then an alliftant, had an opportunity of walking to Boutry and through this

country, when it regaled the eyes with the pleafant profpecl of numerous villages well

peopled, a plentiful harvefh and abundance of cattle ; infomuch that a foldier who
could very hardly live on his fubfiftence-money in other places could fare delicioufly

here on the half : and if there be any difference in places, with refped to their health-

fulnefs, I fhould prefer Boutry before all the reft : for during my ftay there, it was
obfervable that fewer died there in proportion to the number of people and time than

any where : and I dare affirm, that if the fame care was taken upon the whole coaft as

there, Guinea would foon lofe its dreadful mortal name.

I had almoft paffed over the moft charming part of the whole Antefe land, betwixt

Acoda and Boutry, being watered by a frefh river which runs by our fort to the inner

part of the land, planted with high trees on both fides ; which, wide as it is, is over-

shadowed by the leaves. I have by frequent experience found this river navigable three

miles from the fea-fliore ; but though it reacheth farther, the violent water-falls, which
pour down from the rocks into the river, render it unpafTable beyond. It affords

great plenty of fifh, notwithftanding the incredible number of crocodiles it is peftered

with, which muft neceffarily devour vaft quantities.

In my defcription of Rio Cobre I mentioned the great multitude of apes there ; but

this country is fo full of thefe unlucky animals, whofe only talent is mifchief, that one
would be apt to think that this was properly their kingdom, or grand rendezvous.

If my memory doth not deceive me, you are a very great lover of river-dyflers ; be
pleafed therefore to make a trip hither, and I will engage you fhall be fatisfied with

them at the expence only of the trouble of gathering them, and in lefs than an hour's

time I will undertake to fliew you one hundred thoufand growing on the trees : pray

do not be furprized, you have before now heard of Soland geefe, and Chinefe fifh

which change into fowl
;
perhaps you will tell me you believe neither, and per-

haps I am of your mind, yet all this fhall not prevent my account how oyflers grow
here. On each fide of the river grows a fort of trees, great and fmall intermixed,

whofe branches fhoot directly into the water (thofe which remain above its furface

being withered and dry), while the former become immediately leaved with fmall

6 oyfters.
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oyflers, at firfl about the bignefs of fhell-fnails, but in a very fhort time grown to their

mature fize.

I remember to have mentioned the Englilji and Dutch forts at Zaconde : they were,

indeed, about fix years pad in bein^, but the trade at fo low an ebb, and the officers

of each fort fo jealous of the other, that thsy both hved in miferablc poverty, at the

expence of both the EngUfli and Dutch Companies. Not long after, the Englifh

fortrefs was burnt and delboyed by the Antean Negroes ; its chief commander and
fome of the Englifli being killed, and the reft being plundered of all their own and the

Company's goods ; and at prefent the out-walls only are left ftanding, by which,

though very little to our advantage, we are left the mafters of this place. Indeed, laft

year, we traded confiderably here for a large quantity of gold, wfch the Englifli under-

ftanding, made feveral attempts to rebuild their fort, but were always obftrudled by the

Antean Negroes.

Before the war, betwixt Adom and Ante, this Zaconde was one of the fineft and
/ichcft villages, as well in money as people, upon the whole coaft : but the Adomefe
conquerors entirely burnt and deftroyed it. The few flight dwellings which are here

at prefent were built fince, and others are daily building, fo that ere-long, it may
grow to be an indifferent village ; but to re-inftate it in its fiourifliing condition requires

feveral years.

I have formerly mentioned the pleafantnefs of the Antefe country, but then came no
farther than a little below Boutry. But the land for two or three miles round about

thefe forts is not lefs agreeable than the former ; befidcs that, here and behind Toco-
rary, a mile weft of Zaconde, the valleys are fo much finer, that it is impoflible for

imagination to conceive any thing more charming. I have here feen a large plain fo

plentifully and properly adorned with lofty trees and woods, as if dame Nature had
defigned to fliew her mafler-piece here ; and between the rows of trees the paths were
all covered with white fand, in v/hich were obfervable the foot-fteps of thoufands of
harts, elephants, tigers, wild-cats, and other forts of beafts. In fliort, this place is fo

very plentiful that it is impoflible to walk here without raptures.

The village or town of Tocorary, or rather the fort which was there, hath from
time to time had feveral European mafters : but it is now fo ruined,> that no vifible

remnants of it are left. The Englifli, Dutch, Brandenburghers, Swedes, and Danes,
have all had their turns in pofliefllon of it. In 1665, the Englifli were drove from
thence by De Ruyter, they having before got poflcflion by clandeftine means : but of
this you maybe further informed in Brand's life of De Ruyter. Since that time it hath

yet once changed mafters, but fell at laft into our hands ; and fince I came hither, cur
traffic was traul'aded in a Negro's houfe ; but that not meeting with its defired fuccefs,

we abfolutely quitted the whole : and the town was fo deftroyed and burnt in the war
by the Adomefe, that it is at prefent inhabited by a few inconfiderablc people only.

But taking leave of the Antefe country for the prefent, let us turn towards the town
Chama, in the way to which, is Aboary a village, near which we had a lodge for

feveral years ; but it being found to conduce more to the advantage of thofe who were
placed there than the Company's, it was quitted as an unncceflary charge. The town
Chama is moderately large and well peopled, but its inhabitants fo miferably poor, that

I do not believe they have any like them on the Gold Coaft. Our fort here is about
the fize of that of Boutry ; very final!, but a little longer : it hath four fmall batteries,

and juft as many guns as the forenamed place, and was called (as it is at prcfeiitj St.Se-

baftian's by the Portuguefe, from whom we took it. In our wars with England, it was
\n a manner levelled with the ground, being only encompafled with palifadoes, which

V V 3 the
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theEnglifli perceiving, thought it would be no difficult matter to drive us from thence;

and accordingly, in conjundlion with the Jabifhians, attacked us : but found fo vigorous

and unexpected a refiftance, that they were obliged to lofe their labour, and return to the

place from whence they came, ever fince which we have enjoyed it without the leall

interruption.

A little behind our fort the Jabifli land begins, and extends itfelf a few miles towards

the inland part of the country : but I fliall only defcribe that part fituate on the coaft.

It is at prefent but a fmall diftrict, and not very potent, though the firfl kingdom

which occurs in our defcent from the higher country. Its King is fo great a prince,

that I fhould confider very ferioufly before I fhould give him credit for the value of

ten pounds Iterling in goods, for fear he fhould not be able to pay me ; it is, indeed,

true, that he, and his fubjedts, if 1 may fo call them, make fo confiderable an advan-

tage of the planting and felling of millet yearly, that they would foon become rich if

their too potent neighbours did not continually fleece and keep them under, which they

are not able to prevent.

The Chamafcian River, or Rio de St. Juan, called by the Negroes, BofTum Pra,

which they adore as a God (as the word Boilum fignifies), takes its ccurfe from our

fort, paffing by the Jabifhian and Adomefe country, as well as that of Jufter, and

thence (if we may credit the Negroes), extending itfelf about one hundred miles in

land. It is a fmall matter lefs than the river of Ancober, but wide enough, and hath

the advantage of being fo laid, that loaden boats may conveniently come into it from

the fea, if the pilot be but fo careful as to avoid a rock near its mouth, which the failors

call the Sugar ; for elfe they are liable to be fplit, as it hath feveral times happened

during my refidence there, and fome have been loft, efpecially if the fea happened to

turn, or was rough. This river is very advantageous to us : for befides the frefh water

with which our (hips ftore themfelves, it furnilhes the caftle with fuel for the kitchens

and ovens, as alfo with wood ncceiVary for fmall fliipping ; fo that, indeed, the river is

really more ufeful to us than the fort itfelf; and v\ithout the former I do not believe we
fhould long keep the latter. For befides that the commerce here is not confiderable,

and the keeping the fortrefs very expenfive, we are continually plagued with a villain-

ous fort of Negroes, amongft which thole of Adorn are none of the beft ; whofe

country I have before told you, ftretcheth itfelf along by the river, and contains feveral

iflands in the midfl of the faid river, adorned with fine towns and villages : and, in-

deed, what hath furprized me molt in this country, is the wonderful lituation of the

Adomefe territories , for we find they are extended along both the rivers Ciiama and
Ancober, which are reckoned above fixteen miles diftant from each other on the

ftrand ; fo that this land muft be very large, and feems to go up the river Chama in a.

ftraight line, and then turns with a narrow flip of land to Rio Cobre. But to proceed,.

it is governed by five or fix of the principal men, there being here no King. One o£

thefe is fo potent, that he can, as it is faid, carry the King of Jabi upon his horns.

This republic, or commonwealth, or rather common plague to mankind (as being an

affembly of thieves and villains), if it could be unanimous, would be able to raife a

powerful array to the terror of their neighbours. Anno 1690, they jointly began a

war againfl the Antefe, which continued three or four years, till they had almoft ruined

the country and people ; who yet will not fubmit to them, but continue to bid theni

defiance.

They alfo were at war with the three nations on the river Ancober a few years paft ;

whom they obliged to buy a peace at the price of a large fum of gold.

8
'

In,
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In thefe expeditions they had a Negro for their general, who was of a nature fo vio-

lent for war that he could not live in peace ; but as greedy of wars as he was, no en-

gagement fcarcely happened with thofe of Ante and the river, in which he was not
obliged to his heels for his fafety ; fo that if his companions had been no better foldiers

than himfelf, he had foon been flopped in his career : and yet the other governors dare
not difpleafe him, he being the richefl of them all in money and men.

This Anqua, for fo he is called, is more deteftably bloody and barbarous than any
Negro I havj met with on the whole coall, nor is his name ever mentioned without
horror.

This barbarous monflcr having in an engagement taken five of his principal Antefe
enemies, anno 1691, he wounded them all over; after which, with a more than
brutal fury, he fatiated, though not tired himfelf, by fucking their blood at their gap-
ing wounds ; but bearing a more than ordinary grudge againil one of them, and not
contented with the mentioned favage cruelty, he caufed him to be laid bound at his

feet, and his body to be pierced with hot-irons, gathering the blood that iflued from him
in a vefl'el, one half of which he drank, and offered up the reft unto his god. In
this manner doth this mercilefs bloody wretch treat his conquered enemies ; and no
wonder, for if opportunity be wanting to exercife his cruelty on them, his own fub-
je£l:s always fupply their place ; for his infatiable thirfl after blood mufl one way or
other be fatisfied. In the year 1692, when he took the field the fecond time againfV
the Antefe, I went to give him a vifit in his camp, near Chama ; he received me very
civilly, and treated me very well, according to the cuftom of the country : but whillt

he and 1 were diverting ourfelves together, a frefh opportunity offered itfelf for the ex-
ercife of his brutifh cruelty ; which was only a Negro obferving that one of his wives
had a nevv-fafliioned coral on, and taking a part of it in his hand to look on, without
taking it off her neck ; which fhe, not thinking any hurt, freely permitted him to do. I

fliould here inform you by the way, that thefe Negroes allow their wives all honefl

liberty of converfation, even with their flaves. But Anqua fo refented this innocent
freedom, that as foon as I was out of the camp, he caufed both wife and flave to be
put to death, drinldng their blood, as he ufed to do that of his enemies. For fuch
another trivial crime, a little before, he had caufed the hands of one of his wives to

be cut off; after which, in derifion, he ufed to command her to look his head for

vermin, which being impoffible with her flumps, afforded him no fmall diverfion. I

might, indeed, have fpared this account of his fell brutality till 1 come to treat of the

nature of the Negroes ; but his inhuman barbarity being unparalleled among all

the Guineans, and being upon the dcfcription of his country, 1 thought this place as

proper ; and that the rather, becaufe 1 am not at prefent furnifhed with other matter.

But to return to our defcription. The natives here are very powerful and rich ; as

being fituate in the pafs which the inland-dealers mufl come through in order to traffic

;

by which means they have a very good opportunity of enriching ihemfelves by, trade.

Befides, they have feveral gold-mines in their country, one whereof was difcovered

about three years pafl. Tiiu riches ot thefe countries confifling in gold, and the great

numbers of people have fo puft ilieni up, that thofe who deal with them ought to be
endowed with a more than ordinary dilcretion.

The foil is very good and fruitful in corn and other produ£lions of the earth ; which
it affords in fuch plenty, tliat, belides what ferves their own necefhlies, they always
expofe large quantities to lale. Here are competent numbers of cattle both tame and
wild, and the river abundantly flores them with fifh, fo that nothing is indeed here
wanting that is neceffary to human fubfiflence.

This
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This, Sir, is all I can inform you of relating to the countries of Jabi and Adorn, with

which I fliall conclude this letter, and always remain with refpect, yours, &c.

LETTER III.— Containing a Defcription of the Country of Commany : cf our, and the

EngUfh Fort there.— A Relation of the War bctzvixt our Company and the Kingdom of

Commany, and its original Caufe.— A Defcription of the Cafllc of Elmina ; and, t»

conchide this Letter, of the Town of that Name.

Sir,

OUR defcription of the Gold Coaft leads us at prefent to the kingdom of Commany,
which borders upon Adorn and Jabi ; but as I am juft beginning according to my
former method, I feafonably recoiled a letter of ^ours, wherein you feem furprized

at the war betwixt our Company and thofe of Commany. I find you are mifmformed,

you defire I fhould fet you right. This part of your letter I formerly purpofely

omitted, anfwering, that at that time it was not convenient to reveal fome fecrei in-

trigues f and I am (till fo far of the fame mind, that I had much rather you would

excufe me, than oblige me to difguft fome men whofe good name and reputation I

fhall always handle very tenderly. But fmce you have my word that I will conceal

nothing from you, I fhall reprefent the whole affair, as it appears to me and others

here upon the fpot, who I think ought to be well acquainted with it j if we have a

wrong notion of it, a proper time will difcover it.

Before I begin my intended relation I fhall inform you, that the country of Com-
many extends itfelf five miles long by the fea-fide, reckoning from the river of Chama
to the town of Mina ; and it is about as broad as long, in the middle of it, on the

flrand at little Commany or Ekke-Tokki as the Negroes call it, we have an indifferent

large fort, built by Mr. Swerts in the year 1 688, called Vrendenburgh ; and a mufquet-

fhot or two from thence the Englifh have a very large fort, of which more hereafter.

Our fort is a fquare building, ftrengthened with good batteries, on which thirty-two

guns may be conveniently placed, there being fo many ports in the breaft-work for

them. It is large enough for fixty men to live in ; though at prefent there are not

near fo many, and but twenty guns ; notwithllanding all which it is fufficient, not only

to defend itfelf againft, but to repulfe a great number of Negroes ; as was found by

experience, anno 1695, when I commanded there. Our enemies attacked us by night

;

I had but a very forry garrifon, not full twenty men, half of which were not capable

of fervice : and yet 1 forced them to retire with lofs, after a fight of five hours. It

was wonderful, and no fmall fign of divine protcclion, that we loft but two men in

this action ; for v;e had no doors to moft of our gun-holes, and the Negroes poured fmall

fliot on us as thick as hail ; infomuch that thofe few doors which were left to fome gun-

holes were become like a target which had been fhot at for a mark, and the very ftaff

which our flag was faftened on, though it took up fo little room, did not efcape fhot-

free. You may imagine what cafe we were in,, when one of them began to hack our

very doors with an axe : but this undertaker being killed, the reft fheered off. The
general to whom I had rcprefented my weak condition, advifed two fhips to anchor be-

fore out fort, in order to fupply me with men and ammunition : Peter Hinken, the

captain of one of thefe veffcls, endeavouring to execute the general's order, the day

before I was attacked, fent his boat full of men with orders to come to me; but they

were no fooner on land than the Negroes fell upon them fo furioufly, even under our

cannon, that they killed feveral of them, which though I faw I could ijot prevent

;

for
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for attempting to fire upon the enemy with our cannon, I found them all nailed : of

which piece of treacherous villainy, according to all appearance, my own gunner was
the actor, whom I therefore fent in chains to the general (at our chief place of refi-

dence), who fwore that he would punifh him exemplarily ; but inflead of that, he
foon after not only fet him at liberty, but preferred him to a gunner's place of

greater importance.

For this reafon I was forced to be an idle fpeftator of the miferable flaughter of our

men, not being able to lend them the leaft afliftance ; and if the Negroes had at that

inftant llormed us, we were in no pofture of refiltance. But they going to eat, gave

me time to prepare for the entertainment I gave them, as I have before told you.

Here 1 cannot help relating a comicr.l accident which happened : going to vifit the

polls of our fort, to fee whether every body was at their duty, one of the foldiers

quitting his poit told me, that the Negroes, well knowing he had but one hat in the

world, had malicioufly (hot away the crown, which he would revenge if I would give

him a few grenadoes, I had no fooner ordered him two, than he called out to the

Negroes from the breafl-work in their own language, telliilg them he would prefent

them with fomething to eat ; and kindling his grenadoes, immediately threw them
down amonglt them ; they obferving them to burn, crowded about them, and were at

firft very agreeably diverted ; but when they burft, they fo galled them, that they had
no great flomach to fuch another meal.

But now to come to the Commanian war, upon which, fmce our whole welfare

feems to depend, you muil not think me tedious if I am very particular ; It being

impoflible for you to comprehend or form any notion of it without you are thoroughly

informed of its original fource. Wherefore I fhall look back as tar as the government of

your very good friend (defiring you not to be difpleafed, if I mention fome dif-

agrecable particulars ; for I allure you that I will not tranfgrefs the leafl: tittle beyond
the naked truth). He found this place in a flourilhing condition and in peace, though

not firmly eftabliflicd therein. But long-fighted obfervers could eafily difcern the coals

of dil'cord kindling amongit the Commanians, which was ready to burll out into an
open vi'ar upon the leafl; occafion, as indeed they had done in Mr. 's time, if not

prevented by his fervant, who was brother to the King of Commany. But Mr.
being gone, and the mentioned fervant not only excluded out of all negociations, but

ill-treated befides ; the Commanians only wanted a pretext of breaking with us to put

their defigns in execution. The year 1694 afforded them their wilhed opportunity:

for fome miners being fent to us from Europe, they were ordered to make an effay at

a hill fituate in Commany about half a mile above our fort Vreudenburg, that moun-
tain feeming to be well placed for their purpofe, and withal promifing to reward their

pains.

This hill was at that time dedicated to one of their gods, though there was fcarcely

ever any talk of any fuch thing before ; but this was only a pretence that they made
ufe of to declare war againft us. The miners began their work, but in a few days,

apprehending nothing, they were aiTaulted, miferably abufed, robbed of all they had,

and thofe who were not nimble enough, kept prifoners for fome time. We imme-
diately complained of this ill-ufage to the King of Commany, who was villainous

enough to remove the blame from his own door, and fix it upon one John Kabes, a
Negro, who lived near our tort, and with whom we always traded very confiderably ;

urging that he had done it in revenge for the ill-treatment he had met with from our

former governor or chief commander. That this was only a feigned excufe was very

evident j for the mentioned Negro was fo arrant a coward, that he durft not have

veutured.
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ventured on an attempt fo dangerous without the King's exprefs command. But the

King was refolved to break with us, and becaufe he could find no better excufe made

ufe of this.

Mr. , without any farther enquiry, refolved to go to Commany in perfon, in order

to take fatisfadion of John Kabes for the injury ; to which purpofe he took fome of

the forces of Elmina along with him ; and being come to Commany, he immediately

detached a party to John Kabes' village, who came out to meet them, leading a (heep

to prefent to Mr. , and clear himfelf of what he was accufed : but feeing the El-

mina forces fall upon his goods without giving him any warning, and begin to plunder,

as great a coward as he was he put himfelf into a pofture of defence, and our people

finding he was refolved to fell his effefts as dear as he could, the (kirmifli began, and

fome on both fides were very well beaten.

After this all our affairs run at random. It (hewed the King of Commany our

private, and John Kabes our profefled enemy ; who, to revenge the injury done him,

invited the Englifli into Commany, giving them a dwelling-place about a mile from

our fort in one of his fait villages ; refolving to fettle them with the firft opportunity

in the old ruined fort that they formerly poiTeffed, which foon after fucceeded according

to his wifli. For the Englifli are fo well fortified there, that it will be impoflible to

remove them unlefs in time of war : for their fort is as large, and hath four batteries as

well as ours ; befides which, it hath alfo a turret fit to be planted with guns, from which

they may extremely incommode us, confidering that they have more and larger cannon

than ours ; in fhort, we are there likely to have a nice bone to pick. What injury

this neighbourhood hath already done our trade, every one knows who is acquainted

with this coaft ; as alfo how eafily it might have been prevented. But Mr. was

too fiery to think fedately, or hearken to wife counfels ; and contrary to all reafon, he

.defired nothing fo much as war, and the honour he hoped to get thereby, vainly pro-

mifing himfelf that he Ihould fucced as well as Mr.Swerts in 1687, who intircly conquered

and fubjcfted the Commanians, after they had in the war loft their King and feveral of

the greateft men in their kingdom. The gentleman I am fpeaking of defigned the

fame, not confidering the difference between the fortune and fuccefs of the one and

the other : notwithftanding all which I dare aver that he might have fucceeded if he

had not been deluded by the too great opinion he had conceived of himfelf and his

followers, and his too contemptible thoughts of his enemies ; for he hired an army of

Jufferians and Cabefterians for lefs than 5000 1. fterling, which were twice as ftrong as

that of Commany, and confequently might have fubdued them. But he was ready

enough to imagine, that with this force he could eafily conquer not only Commany,
~ but all the coaft : and accordingly, very impudently threatened the Fantynefe and

Saboefe, that after he had corrected the Commanians, he would give them a dif-

agreeable vifit. Thefe two nations, well knowing how confiderably they were indebted

to us, which, if they endeavoured to pay otherwife than by their continual villainies,

was not owing to their want of will, but power ; they foon embraced this favourable

opportunity in joining their forces with thofe of Commany ; to fupport which, they

believed it their unqueftionable intereft ; and by this means they became ftronger than

our auxiliaries. A fufficient proof of this is our firft; unfortunate battle, in which we
loft all our auxiliaries, and the money they coft us. This fight was much more bloody

than the wars of the natives ufually are ; for the greateft part of the men we miffed were

killed, and the reft taken prifoners, by which we were reduced to a miferable eftate,

not knowing what meafures to take, as having made the moft potent nations of the

country our enemies. And indeed we (hould never have been able to have maile any

frefli
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frelh attempt, if the enemies themfelves had not feafonably played an opportunity into

our hands by their inteftine divifions. The King's brother Tecki-Ankan (the prefent

King of Commany) came over to our fide, and was in a fhort time ilrengthened by

the Adomians and other auxiliaries ; which occafioned a fecond engagement, fo warm
on both fides, that the victory was long dubious, till at laft it feemed to incline on our

fide fo far, that our army fell greedily to plunder ; which being obferved by Abe-Tecky
the Cominanian King (who excelled all his contemporary Negroes in valour and con-

du(ft, and had hitherto kept himfelf out of the fight and laid us this bait), he unex-

peftedly marched towards us with frefli forcss, who had their mufquets turned the

wrong way in order to deceive us ; which took fo good effect, that we, taking them for

our friends, continued our greedy courfe of plunder, till the King came upon us, and

his men turning their mufquets fired fo brifkly at us, that they diverted us from the

prey, and obliged every body to fave his life as well as he could : thus leaving the

I • Commanians a fecond complete vidory, thofe who could efcape, made the beft of
'

their way to our fort.

Thefe were two pernicious lofles, the greatefl part of which undoubtedly ought to

n be charged on Mr. , for, had he been fo prudent as to conceal his refentment

againft the Fantyneans and Saboans ; and, inflead of irritating them, gained them by

a bribe, as he afterwards was obliged to do, though in vain, I do not believe they

would have concerned themfelves for the Commanians ; by which means, after he had
(which was very feafible) extirpated the Commanians, he might with the fame force

have reduced the Fantyneans and Saboans to reafon.

Our affairs continued in this pofture till Mr, expiring, left the government to his

fucceffor, Mr. , who, as new lords generally occafion new laws, finding we lofl: by the

war, by advice of thofe whom the Company had entrufted, prudently rcfolved, if poffible,

to put an end to the war, and accordingly brought the Commanians to fo good a temper,

that we foon became friends ; they not only obliging themfelves to make good the da-

mage we had fuftained, but becoming as zealoufly engaged in our interefl as the pof-

ture of affairs could encourage us to hope : and it was very much to be wifhed, for the

advantage of our Company, that the peace could have continued, which would have

confidcrably advanced our trade, and fpared the large fums we were obliged to difburfe

in the following war. But the Englifli here envying our happy conclufion of the war,

and fearing it would not much conduce to their advantage, contrived methods to break

the peace. The means which they chic fly hit upon, and pradifed, were to poffefs the

King, that, confidering his two viftories, he ought rather to afk than give fatisfac-

tion, which they reinforced by inculcating our weak condition and his ftrength ; urg-

ing, that we were not in a pofture to acl offenfively again, but would be obliged, not

only to entreat, but to buy a peace of him, which would furniffi him with an oppor-

tunity of forcing his own conditions upon us.

The King being not only a Commanian by birth, and confequently of their tur-

bulent humour, but fufficiently elevated by his paft vi(5\:ories, foon Uftened to the Eng-
lifli advice of brealcing with us. To which he was encouraged by their affurance, that

they would make his caufe their own, and accordingly fupply him with all proper ne-

ceffaries : upon which, he renewed his old courfe, and did as much mifchief as ever.

This we patiently fufiercd for fomc time, vainly expefting relief from fair means ; but

the longer we depended on them, they Icrvcd only to augment his outrages, and oblige

us to have recourfe to forcible means, which were now become abfolutely ncceffary to

preferve our character amongft the reft of the nations of this country ; and accordingly

we began to think of warmer meafures. And, in conjunftion with other perfons pro-

voL XVI. z z per
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per to be confulted, it was refolved to bring a confiderable force into the field, which
fhould, to make fhort work at once, be able to chaftife the Commanians ; for this end,

we were of opinion, that as the Fantyneans lived now in amity with us, it would be very

eafy to gain them to our fide, and, by that means, enable ourfelves to tame the King of

Comraany on occafion. We treated with them accordingly, and at laft, in confideration of

the value of nine hundred pounds flerling, to be paid to them, they obliged themfelves

to fight the Commanians till they had utterly extirpated them. We now thought our-

felves very fecure, daily expedting the Fantyneans to take the field ; but here the Eng-
lifh quafhed our defign, and, in order to keep their word with the King of Commany,
or at lead to throw an obflacle in .our way, one of their governors went from Cabo-

cors to Fantyn, and prevailed with that people, for exadtly the fame fum as we had
before given them, to ftand neuter ; which being only oppofed by the BrafFo, they

foon difpatched him out of the way, fubftituting immediately another in his room. To
one who knoweth how common and trivial a crime perjury is amongfl the Negroes, it

will not appear incredible, that they fliould rather (land ftill for one thoufand eight

hundred pounds than for nine hundred. Thus our hopeful negotiation ended with the

irrecoverable lofs of our money.
The Commanians, for this reafon, growing more arrogant, began to infult us more

than ever : to remedy which, we agreed with the Adomians to affift us for lefs than

five hundred pounds, but they falling out about the divifion of the money, as well as

the Acaniftians and Cabefterchians (who were alfo by contraft obliged to our affift-

ance), agreed only not to (lir one foot from home. Being thus difappointed, we caft

our lall anchor, and agreed with the Dinkirafchians for the fum of eight hundred

pounds to take our fide, but were herein fo unhappy, that they, falling into a war with

their near neighbours, were obliged to negled our caufe to defend their own country :

they indeed were yet fo honeft as to return our money, except only a fmall quantity

which ftuck to the fingers of their meffengers ; we alfo got back the greatelt part of

what we had given to the Adomians, but could not recover the leaft part of what the

Fantyneans had got of us. Being in thi^ defperate condition, we left no means unattempted

to redrefs ourfelves, though in vain, for we were cheated on all fides. We thought of

making an honourable end with the King of Commany, but how to compafs that we
could not imagine ; fearing, as the Englifh promifed, we fliould be obliged to beg a

peace, which had certainly happened, if at this critical junfturc a better and more ho-

nourable way had not offered itfelf. The before-mentioned brother of the King of

Commany, who, for fome piece of villainy (as it is reported), had, together with his

wife and children, been fent as flaves to Suriname. by Mr. , but, declared free by
the Company, were brought hither again. Upon his arrival, we employed him to

found whether his brother was molt inclined to war or peace, by which means we
found, that he being tired with the former, would be very willing to accept the latter :

making ufe of this opportunity to our entire fatisfaftion, we concluded a peace upon
very honourable and good terms ; neither fide Hefiring more than a fettled and lafting

peace, as it had undoubtedly been, if an accident as unexpected had not interrupted

it ; for we had but juft begun to relifli the pleafure of our new tranquillity, and learned

to prefer a profperous eafe before a pernicious war; vhen the Englifli here being dif-

gufted at it, or growing jealous that the King would adhere too clofely to us, we being

his old friends, and fliake them off, or for fome other unknown reafon, they murdered
him, in a manner efteemed barbarous by all Europeans, when he came to divert him-
felf amongfl: them, and make merry with them ; thus ungratefully rewarding the fe-

veral years fervice he had done them.
to This

i
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This barbarous aftion occafioned a great alteration on the coaft. Tlie Commanians,
hitherto fo ftriftly allied to the Englifh, became their mofl: inveterate enemies, refolv-

ing, at any rate, to revenge their King's death : Tecki-Ankan, on the contrary, be-

came their greateft friend ; and, having a hand in his brother's murder, he fled from
us and fheltered himfelf amongfl; the Englifli, and agreed with them to fall upon the

Commanians with the firfl: opportunity : they invited us to join with them, but that

was refufed, we not being obliged to enter into a war on their account, and having too

long found how fatal a war is to our commerce. They, however, went on with their

defign, hiring the Negroes of Saboe-Acany and Cabes-Terra, with which auxiliaries

Tecki-Ankan came into the field, and engaged the Commanians with fuch ill fuccefs,

that, notwithflanding the number of his men was quadruple to theirs, yet he was to-

tally routed. The Commanians owed this fignal victory to their general, Amo-Tecki,
a Negro, who in valour equalled, if not exceeded, their murdered King.

Notwithflanding we had been hitherto perfeftly neuter, the Negro general fent a

civil meffage to our governor, together with feveral of the fkuUs of his vanquifhed

enemies, in token that he had refolvcd to live and die in the fervice of the Hollanders
;

his meffenger was civilly received, and after thanks and prefents to the general, dif-

mifled. Were I obliged to determine concerning this aclion, I mnft own that we had
then the faireft opportunity in the world to obftrudl the Englifli, and refent their former

injuries, if we had quitted Tecki-Ankan as he deferted us, and joined with the Com-
manians againfl them. But here was a Remora in the way : for one of the greateft

villains of this country being then broker to the Campany here, had fo gained the ear

of Mr. our governor, that he looked upon all other advice as pernicious. This

favourite, whether encouraged thereto by interelt, or prompted by an inveterate hatred, is

uncertain, was continually buzzing ftories in the governor's ears, in order to irritate him
againfl the Commanians. They, in the mean-time, difcerning his carriage, where it

was likely to end, were not afraid to ofler us fome injuries ; by which means Akim (fo

the broker was called) gained his end ; fo he had now fome arguments to offer for be-

ginning a war againfl them, and fuccceded fo well with Mr. , that, without con-

fulting or imparting it to the council, he refolvea' upon an aftion equally perfidious and
deteflable ; which was to attack the Fetuans, a people fubje£l to the Commanians,
contrary to the common faith of nations, when they came under our protcdllon to

market with their goods : accordingly this was barbaroufly put in execution, and they

robbed ot all they brought, fome of them killed, and eighty made prifoners. Pray,

Sir, be pleaicd to judge impartially ; Was not the law of nations herein violated in the

highefl degree ? 1 cannot help believing it was ; and that His Excellency cannot an-

fwer his afting in this manner, without the advice or knowledge of the council. Had
they indeed confented to this bafe adlion, he might, as a pretext, have alledged, that

thele of Fetu were juflly punifhed, becaufe they murdered fome women of Elmina as

they were pafling by them ; though it is very improbable, becaufe the Fetuans pro-

tefled themfelves innocent of this fa£t,^nd kept up a good cjorrefpondence with us

;

nor is it to be imagined they durft fo far injure us, or offer fuch a piece of villainy, or

that, after that, they fliould fearlefs and defencclefs come to our market to vend their

commodities, is what can never be believed by unprejudiced perfons. But feveral

boldly affirmed, that the above-mentioned murder of the women was committed by the

contrivance and conunand of Akim himfelf and Tecky-Ankan ; defignedly to lay it to

the charge of the Commanians, in order to fervc as a fpecious pretext to juftify our

breaking and interrupting all commerce with them. Whether this be true or falfe

Heaven only can determine ; but it is certain, that the gentlemen of the council,
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though they refented it as an abominable aftion, were not willing to difcover their fen-

timents when pad, becaufe the blame mufl neceflarily fall upon Akim, whom they knew

to be villain enough to revenge himfelf at the expence of their lives : for which reafon,

they pafled over it in filence.

By thefe unwarrantable practices our trade at Elmina was immediately ftifled, and

the Commanians and Fetuans were become our profefled enemies ; which fo animated

the Engliih, that inftead of making peace with the Saboans, the ftrongefl of the two,

they fi:rengthened themfelves to the utmofl, and once more engaged the Commanians

;

who with their fmall force behaved themfelves fo well, that they had certainly got the

day if their general had not been obliged to retire out of the army by a wound he re-

ceived ; which fo confounded them, that after they had began to put their enemies to flight,

upon miffing their commander, they betook themfelves to their heels in the utmoft dif-

order, leaving Tecki-Ankan and his followers an entire viftory ; their general and feve-

ral of the mofl confiderable amongft them being killed and taken prifoners. By this

fuccefs Tecki-Ankan became King of Commany, and we, as well as the Englifh, had a

fhare of advantage by it ; though we might, if other meafures had been taken, have

done ourfelves much more confiderable fervices ; but, not to lay down uncertainties for

undeniable truths, all men, whilfl they are men, are liable to frailties, and the managers

of this affair had their frailties as well as others. Thus I have faid enough of the Com-
manian war, and its true fource, by which you may be the better enabled to fpeak of

it on occafion, and though I have left blanks for the names of our governors, you

cannot be ignorant who is there intended ; I have alfo handled the whole as tenderly as

was poffible without prejudice to truth ; and, what is faid to the difadvantage of Mr.

ought rather to be afcribed to his miftaken opinion of his favourite Akim, than to any

ill intention ; but if you afk how he became fo fond of him, it is reported, that before

he was preferred to the government, this wretch ferved him with a fidelity uncommon
am.ongft the Negroes, which tinctured him with fuch a fettled good opinion of him,

that he never could believe any thing againft him. However it was, it is certain, that

his fond affeftion to this villain was by him abufed only to enrich himfelf, and render

his mafter's government odious to all people ; and thus he is liable to be injured who
repofeth too much confidence in any one man, and defpifeth the good intentions of

others to ferve him.

I (hall fubmit this relation to your impartial judgment, and return to the end of

Commany. Three little miles below our fort Vredenburg, at the village or town of

Mina, is fituate the caftle of St. George d'Elmina, fo famous throughout the world ; it

takes its name from the town, but why the Portuguefe, who were its baprizers, gave it

this name, I cannot determine, for no gold mines are found for feveral miles about it

;

but if I may guefs, I am apt to think it was becaufe here they found a great affluence

of gold from all parts ; which feeming juft as if it came immediately from the mines,

might probably induce them to give it this name, which it hath ever fmce kept. I can-

not pretend to inform you exaclly when they began to build the caflle, but can only

tell you, that we took it from them in 1638, aVid it is indeed jufUy become famous;

for to fpeak but the bare truth of it, for beauty and ftrength it hath not its equal upon

the whole coafl;. It is built fquare, with very high walls, four good batteries within,

and another on the outwork of the caftle ; on the fide towards the land it is adorned

with two canals, cut in the rock on which it ftands, which arc always furnifhed with

rain or frefli water, fufficient for the ufe of our garrifon and fliips : befides which, we
have within the caftle three very fine cifterns, holding feveial hundred tuns, to preferve

rain-water, fo that we are in no great danger of wanting that neceflary element. Upon
2 the
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the caftle are placed heavy brafs-guns ; befides, the lower battery is filled with

iron pieces, which are daily fired by way of falutation to fhips, and on fuch like occa-

fions. There is room for a garrifon of above two hundred men in this caftle, as well

as for feveral officers befides, all which may be fo conveniently lodged, that they would
have no reafon to complain.

Under, or before this caftle, is the town of Mina, called by the natives Oddena ; it

is very long and indiiTerently broad ; the houfes are built with rock-ftone, in which it

difiers from all other places, they being ufually only compofed of clay and wood.
About fifteen or fixtecn years paft it was very populous, and eight times as ftrong as at

prtfent, the inhabitants being then very terrible to all the Negroes on the coait, and
iuch as could, under a good general, fucceed in great undertakings ; but about fifteen

years paft, the fmall-pox fwept away fo many, and fince, by the Commanian wars, to-

gether with the tyrannical government of fome of their generals, they have been fo

miferably depopulated and impoveriflied, that it is hardly to be believed how weak it is

at prefent, it not being able to furnifli out fifty armed men without the help of the fervants

of the Europeans ; and there is no place upon the whole Gold Coaft without fome of the

Negroes of El mina, for fome of them, who were friends to the Commanians, fled to

them, but moft of them from the tyranny of their governors, and our above-mentioned

Akim, who only kept them as fheep for flaughter. When I firft came upon the coaft,

I have frequently tolil five or fix hundred canoes which went a fiftiing every morning

;

whereas now fcarcely one hundred appear, and all the people fo poor, that their miferable

cafe is very deplorable, efpecially if we refleft upon their former condition : fo that

indeed, it is highly neceftary that a governor fhould quickly be fet over them ; who,
by mild ufage, would foon recall the deferters, efpecially if he were fo prudent as to

banifli, or at leaft cramp Akim, fo that he fliould not be able to go far inland, where
he hath, at our coft, made himfelf fo many friends, that he would certainly do more
inifchief. This is what I am of opinion would fucceed well if put in practice, and {

heartily wilh it for the good of our company, and all the poor people of the village ; in

which hope and expectation 1 conclude, &c.

LETTER IV.— Containing a Defcription of Fctu, and our Fort, together with the chief

Place of Refidence of the Englijh, and another Fort there fituated.—A Defcription of
Saboe, and Fort Naffaiv there ; ofFantyn and the Places poffefjid by us, and the Eiiglijh.—
The great Po-ix-er and per-verfc Nature of the Fantyncan Negroes, by u-hich ive, as well

as the Englijh,fuffer very much.

Sir,

I WROTE to you my laft, which, though it met with a tedious paftlige, I hope

did not prove dii'agreeable when it reached your hands, and fince I lent that, I am
honoured with yours of the 24th, brought to the coaft by a Zealand interloper. I can-

not help obferving, that, pulhed on by a very inquifitive genius, you not only make ufe

of all opportunities of writing to me, continually urging me to purkie my defcription of

the coait ; but are always putting me in mind of anfwering by the fame fliip. But my
very good friend, do not you know that I am forbidden the receiving of any letters

from, or delivery of any to fuch fliips. I dare fay you think there is no dift'erence what
fliip brings the letter, if it be right delivered ; well, to tell you the truth, I do not think

the dift'erence very great, and provided our company be not injured, I cannot fee any

crime in it j wherefore you may be aflured that I fliall flip no opportunity, and if you
pleafe
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pleafe to continue the fame care, the opportunities here, and in Europe, are fo frequent,

that we may be enabled, by the continual interchange of letters, to be always informed

of each other's welfare.

From my former three, which in all probability you have received before now, you
found that I am free enough, and confequently need not be alked twice : but to gratify

your defire as efFeclually as I can, I fhall begin where I broke off my laft, at the caftle

of Elmina, and fo continue my defcription.

Below, or next our caftle, and by the village Mina, runs a fmall river inwards to-

wards the country, for about half a mile, the water of which, according to Monfieur

Focquenbrog, is ten times falter than the falteft brine or pickle : though I have, in the

months of May and June, found it as frefh as rain-water : perhaps becaufe in thefe

months the rains are fo great, and the waters fall oft" the circumjacent hills into this

river, as fwiftly as a tide from the fea, fo that this place is very convenient for water-

mills, the ftream fo running, that it would eafily turn a mill. iJut what Mr. Focquen-

brog afiirms of the faltnefs of this river, muft be underftood in very dry feafons : for

the foil hereabouts being very nitrous, and the river very fliallow, it is probable enough

that the fea-waler in this river may be fooner congealed into fait by the fun, than in

the main fea, which the inhabitants have alfo obferved : for they boil this water into

fait, by which they gain confiderably. This river feparates the country of Commany
from that of Fetu. Near this, and in Fetu, is fituate upon a high hill, called St.Jago,

our fortrefs of Conraadsburg, which is a beautiful quadrangular fort, ftrengthened, as

moft of ours are, with four good batteries, befides four leffer, which it hath in the out-

wall that encompafles it. In ftiort, here is cannon enough, and the fort is fo ftrong,

that if it were well ftored with provifions, and weirgarrifoned, it would do very good

fervice : it has an indifferent high tower in the middle, which only adorns the building,

but from the top affords a moft beautiful profpefl; of the circumjacent land and ocean,

as well as ufefully ferves to difcover fhips feven or eight miles diftant at fea.

Before any fort was built upon St. Jago, that hill was of great fervice ; it was from

thence we chiefly obliged the caftle of St. George to furrender, for our cannon planted

there perfectly commanded the caftle ; wherefore we ought to be nearly concerned for

the defence and prefervation of this fort and hill ; for thefe once loft, the caftle of

St. George could not hold out long, and accordingly therefore as much care is always

taken of this as the caftle itfelf, there being always an enfign left there with a good

garrifon under his command. St. Jago being in Fetu, I fliall here acquaint you that

that land is forty miles long, and about as broad : it begins, as I have told you above,

with the hill St. Jago, or the Salt River, and ends below the Danifh Mount, paffing

by Cabocors. This country was formerly fo powerful and populous that it ftruck

terror into all its neighbour-nations, efpecially that of Commany, which it fubje£led to

its government. But it is at prefent fo drained by continual wars, that it is entirely

ruined, and almoft owns the Commanians its mafters, the King of Fetu nor his nobles

not daring to ftir without the permiflion of the King of Commany ; the greateft caufe

of which is, that in the Commanian wars Fetu "was divided, part of it adhering to the

Commanians, and part to our fide, and fome of each being killed they fufl'ered a double

lofs, and were very much diminifhed in the laft battle, fo that you may very well con-

jefture they cannot be very numerous ; nor indeed are there enough to give this fine

country its proper tillage, though it is fo fruitful and pleafant that it may be compared

to Ante. Frequently upon walking through it before the laft ;^'ar, 1 have feen it

abound with fine well-built and populous towns, fo agreeably enriched with vaft quan-

tities of corn and cattle, palm-wine and oil, that it was not a little pleafant to obferve

;

but
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but what was mofl: ch"rming was, that it was fo covered with fmooth ftraight paths,

anil trees ftanding fo thick together, from Elmina to Simbe (a village about a mile and
a half up the Fetuan country), that I have been flieltered both from fun and rain.

The beautiful lofty trees on the hills, and frefh rivers in this country, do not a little

adorn it. In fhort, this land very well deferves its fuuation fo near our chief place of
refidence.

The inhabitants all apply themfelves without any diftindtion to agriculture ; fome fow
corn, others profs oil and draw wine from the palm-tree, with both which it is plenti-

fully ftored. About three miles on foot, or two long ones by fea from this place, at

the town of Ooegvva, or according to others, Cabacors, which is a cape bearing out

at fea, is the J^jiglifii chief fort, which next to that of St. George d'Elmina is thelargefl

and mofl beautiful on the whole coafl ; within, it is well furnifhed with fine and well-

built dwelling-places ; before it they have alfo built a high turret to fecure the lives of
the people of the town, in cafe of an invafion of hoflile Negroes. The fort is ftrength-

encd with four very large batteries, befides a fifth, on which are planted thirteen pieces

of heavy cannon, and thefe being pointed at the water-paflage, can eafily prevent any
fliips of their enemies' anchoring in that road ; befides which, a great rock lies juft

before the fort, fo that it is impofllble to fhoot at it from the fea.

The worft of all is, that here is generally but a very weak garrifon ; one part of
which (I mean the foluiers) confifts of fuch miferable poor wretches, that the very
fight of them excites pity. They look as awkward and as wriiled as an old company of
Spaniards ; the reafon of which is, partly, that they greedily entertain thofe who quit

or defert our fervice ; which they will never deliver over to us out of a miflaken mercy,
thereby freeing them from their deferved punifhment. And though by firm promifes

and mutual agreement, we have frequently and interchangeably obliged ourfelves not
to countenance or entertain any deferters from each other, but on the contrary to fend

them home in irons, yet they have once more broken the articles ; and notwithiland-

ing that thofe who run away from us are chiefly fottifh wretches, yet they are very
welcome to them ; the Englifh never being better pleafed than when the foldier fpends
his money in drink, efpecially in punch ; a liquor made of brandy, water, lime-juice

and fugar, which make altogether an unwholefome mixture. Some of the agents

make a confiderable advantage of felling this liquor by their emifiiiries under-hand

;

for the foldier pays double its value, and thofe who fpend but a little money that way,
are fure to be very well beaten, they taking no care whether the foldier at pay-day faves

gold enough to buy viftuals, for it is fuflicient if he have but fpent it in punch ; by
which exccffive tipling and forry feeding, mofl: of the garrifon look as if they were
hag-ridden. This is a fault which fome greedy agents will not correct, becauie they
would lofe too much by an alteration.

It is very well known that you are a learned phyfician, but I cannot tell whether
you are of Mr. Bontekoe's opinion, who ventures to fay that mofl men fhorten their

days by an irregular way of living, but this mufl. be candidly interpreted : however,
you underftanding this bell, I (hall leave it to you to determine ; but if our mentioned
author means fuch irregular lives as the Englifh live here, I fliould make no difficulty

to declare for his doftrine. It is incredible how many are confumed by this damnable
liquor (pardon the * -^iircflion), which is not only confined to the foldiery, but Ibme of
the principal people are fo bigotted to it, that I really believe for all the time I was
upon the coafl., that at leafl: one of their agents, and fattors innumerable, died yearly.

So that if the flute of health in Guinea be computed by the nnmber of Englifli which
die here, certainly this country mufl; have a much more unhealthful name in England,

than
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than with us ; and to tell an Englifliman that their illnefs proceeds from their debauches

in this liquor, would fignify juft as much as to inform them that the exceffive eating of

flefh (of which they are fuch great lovers) is very prejudicial to human bodies. But
enough of this.

Under the Englifh fort is the before- mentioned town, which was formerly well peo-

pled ; but this, as well as all the others, has fuffered very much in the Cammanian
war ; befides that the mnhiplicity of Englifli interlopers hath continually ftript it of its,

inhabitants ; for when they come hither, they always take fome of them with them to

Fida, to allift them in buying of flaves ; after which, they liking the place, live there,

and feldom remember to come home again, fo that at prefent the village is half wafted,

and the houfes are in a ruinated condition.

Behind this town the Englifli have a large tower, upon which are planted fix pieces

of cannon, and garrifoned I believe with about as many men. This doth, or fliould

ferve, as they fay, to keep the Negroes of the town in awe, as well as defend them

from all other Negroes their enemies, that come from the in-land country ; but in my
opinion, it is a perfed unneceffary charge, their caftle being fo high that it will eafily

perform that office alone.

Under the Englifli fort is a houfe, not unlike a fmall fort, with a flag on it and fome

cannon ; this is inhabited by an Englifli Mulatto, by name Edward Barter, who hath

a greater power on the coaft than all the three Englifli agents together (in whom the

chief command of the coaft is vefted jointly) ; who, by reafon of their ftiort ftay here,

are fo little acquainted with the aflairs of this coaft, that they fuffer themfelves to be

guided by him, who very well knows how to make his advantage of them : he is

become fo confiderable that he can raife a large number of armed men, fome whereof

are his own flaves, and the reft freemen that adhere to him ; fo that his intereft is at

prefent fo great that he is very much refpefted, honoured and ferved by the principal

people about him ; and whoever defigns to trade with the Englifli, muft ftand well

"with him before he can fucceed. This Mulatto pretends to be a Chriftian, and by his

knowledge of that religion, which he hath acquired by the advantage he hath of reading

and writing, might very well pafs for one ; but his courfe of life is utterly contra-

diftory, for though he is lawfully married in England, he hath above eight wives and

as many miftreflfes. But this the Engliih muft not take for diflioneft or irreligious,

fmce nioft of their chief officers or governors follow the Mulatto's example pretty

clofely, for I believe that two of the prefent agents have about fix.

Upon the Danifli Mount (fo called becaufe the Danes poflelTed it before the Englifli),

is another Englifli fort, of which they boaft as much as we do of ours of St. Jago, but

without the leaft reafon, for it lay four years more like a defolate country cottage than

a fortrefs, its fliattered walls being mended with clay, and its houfe within covered

with reeds, as thofe of the Negroes ; and if I were an utter ftranger to the flovenlinefs

of the Englifli, I ftiould admire why they are fo carelefs of a place of fo great an im-

portance ; for if an enemy becomes mafter of this hill, and plants but fix pieces of

cannon there,, he is confequently mafter of Cabacors alfo, it lying fo far at his mercy

that he may from hence level it with the ground ; and yet it continued in this ridiculous

condition all the laft war, and might eafily have been taken by twelve men ; and

. really we cannot help wondering here to fee the Englifli regard nothing fo much as

enriching themfelves at the expence of their mafters.

But at laft, it feems, fome well-meaning officer has informed the gentlemen of the

African Company in England, of the wretched ftate of this fortrefs ; for in the year

1699 exprefs orders came to repair and put it in a pofture of defence; and ever fince

they
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they have been rebuilding of It, having entirely pulled down the old one. The agents

obliged me with a fight of the model, purfuant to which that already finiftied is built,

as the whole is intended ; and by this I perceive they do not defign to take up a large

compafs of ground ; but when finiflied it will be fo ftrong that no fort on the coaft will

be comparable to it. The form of it, and the natural ftrength of the hill, which they

intend to cut fteep, fo that but one accefs to it fhall be left, will render it fo ftrong,

that if well ftored with provifions, and well garrifoned, it cannot be taken without great

difficulty ; which will be yet augmented if we confider that the enemies, being unac-

cuftomed to the air, and apprehenfive of the natives, can hardly befiege it : they who
would have it muft take it by furprize, for I dare engage when it is finiflied the Englifli

may fafely depend on it : but the building advances fo flowly, that heaven knows when
that will be. But to leave the Englifli to fliift for themfelves, and to come to our defcrip-

tion of Saboe, which begins at the bottom of this hill, and ends about half a mile below
Mouree, being in Its whole extent along the fliore hardly two miles long, and about
twice as broad. From the Danifli Mount It is about a little half mile to Congo, where
we formerly had a fine ftone-houfe, divided and fituated upon two hillocks, where our
flag was planted, of which there is only a fmall remainder left, fufficient to prove our
propriety ; and Indeed we cannot expect any other advantage by building in this place

than to keep out other Europeans ; for if any of them fliould fettle here, they might
very much prejudice our trade at Mouree.

Saboe is about equal in power with Commany, and its inhabitants exa£lly as great

villains, we being obliged to blame their King, next the Englifli, for the nilfcarriage of
our defign againft; Commany. For this ignominious wretch, under pretence of being

moderator betwixt the Commanians and us, abufed us feveral times by dilatory and
fraudulent means, which, though we plainly faw, yet we were afraid to refent, leafl:,

infl;ead of a feigned friend, we fliould make him our profefled enemy ; and for this

reafon, we were obliged, not only to pafs by his mean-fpirlted frauds unobferved, but
fometlmes alfo to make him a prefent.

The kingdom of Saboe produceth, In great abundance, corn, janimes, potatoes, and
other fruits of the earth ; with which, and palm-oil, about an hundred Canoas are daily

laden at Mouree, bound for Axim and Acra.

At Mouree, about half a mile below Congo, ftands our fort Naflaw, built by our-

felves, which was our chief place of refidence when the Portuguefe had Elmina ; and
really if Elmina were not in being, we needed not to be afliained to own this for our
chief fort. It is almoft fquare, the front being fomewhat the broadeft ; It is provided
with four batteries and eighteen pieces of cannon ; the walls are higher than thofe of

any fort, except Elmina, upon the whole coafl ; the curtain takes In the two fea-bat-

teries, and is fo fpacious and convenient, that we might eafily make fuch a battery as

the Englifli have at Cabocors : but its greateft ornaments and conveniences are the four

towers placed at its four corners. To be fliort, this fort is next Elmina, which Is our
beft. It was formerly garrifoned by feventy or eighty men ; whofe number at prefent Is

very much diminiflied, though there are enough ftill left to defend It agalnlt the

Negroes.

The village Mouree, lying under it, is not fo large as Elmina, but more populous

;

the greateft part of its inhabitants are fifliermen, who 'go out every morning four or

five hundred Canoas to fifli, and, upon their return, are obliged to pay the fifth fifli as a
toll to our fador, who governs this town. This fort of toll we yet referve at three

places befidcs, viz. at Axim,SChama, and Elmina, by reafon we have conquered thefe

places, though I dare not affirm that of Mouree. No other Europeans have this pe-

VOL. XVI. 3 A culiar
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culiar prerogative, nor do any of them exercife fuch a fovereign authority over their

Negro fubjefts as we ; which is indeed chiefly their own fault, and, by their means,

we have alfo loft fome of our former power.

Before I leave Saboe, I muft inform you, that its natives have been longeft known to

our Company, whofe direftors have feen two of their ambafTadors at Amfterdam,

though lb long ago, that I know nothing of their reception or their errand to Holland j

of both which the prefent King is as ignorant as myfelf.

I defigned to have ended this letter with the Saboan county, but having time enough

on my hands to defcribe the Fantynean land, I (hill take this opportunity to do it.

This country borders on the weft of Saboe, the Iron Mount, half a mile below Mouree,

being its extremity : this hill is about a quarter of a mile long, and hath on its higheft

part a charming walk fo thickly fhaded with trees, that the light is obfcured at noon-

day. From the foot of this hill Fantyn extends itfelf about nine or ten miles along the

fea-fide, being alfo fome miles broad.

The Englifli have a fort in this country, befides three lodges, as we have a fort here

alfo. The firft Englifti flag which offers itfelf to our view in our defcent, is at Inge-

nifian, where the entire garrifon confifts of one whole Englifti-w^w, who lies here : Is it

poffible for him to preferve the honour of the flag ?

Half a mile below this, at Annamabo, the Englifli have a fmall, but very neat, com-

paft fort ; near which, the road is always full of Englifli fliips. This place would

afford a confiderable gold and flave trade, if the Englifli interlopers did not carry it

very near all, and the Zeland interlopers are fure to make ufe of what opportunity the

others leave.

The Englifti here are fo horribly plagued by the Fantynean Negroes, that they are

fometimes even confined in their fort, not being permitted to ftir out. And if the

Negroes diflike the governor of the fort, they ufually fend him in a Canoa in contempt

to Cabocors ; nor are the Englifti able to oppofe or prevent it, but are obliged to make
their peace by a prefent. The town Annamabo may very well pafs for the ftrongeft on

the whole coaft, affording as many armed men as the whole kingdom of Saboe or Corn-

many ; and yet in proportion but a fifth part of Fantyn.

If the Fantyneans were not in perpetual civil divifions, the circumjacent countries

would foon find their power by the irruptions into their territories. Befides that this

land is fo populous, it is very rich in gold, flaves, and all forts of neceflaries of life

;

but more efpecially corn, which they fell in large quantities to the Englifli fliips. This

great opulency has rendered them fo arrogant and haughty, that an European who
would traffic with them is obliged to ftand bare to them.

Here is no King, the government being in the hands of a chief commander, whom
they call their Braffb, a word importing leader. He is a fort of chief governor, and

has the greateft power of any in the whole land, but is fomewhat clofely reftrained by

the old men, who are a fort of national counfellors, not unlike fome European parlia-

ment, ading perfedlly according to their inclinations, without confijlting the Braftb

;

befides thefe, every part of Fantyn hath alfo its particular chief, who will fon^etimes

fcarce own himfelf fubject to the Brafib, who hath the ineffedual name of fupreme

power.

The inland inhabitants, befides trading, are employed in tillage and drawing of palm-

wine : of w hich they have a fort here called Quaker (which fignifies the fame as in

Englifli), froiu its extraordinary exhilarating qualities, which are experienced by thofe

who take large draughts of it ; it is fold at double the price of the common fort, and

fo greedily bought up, that there is feldom enough for the demand.
The
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The Negroes of Fantyn drive a very great trade with all forts of interlopers, and

that freely and boldly in the fight of both nations ; I mean the Englifh and Dutch,
neither of them daring to hinder it : for if they fhould attempt it, it would ruin them
there, we not having the leafl power over this nation. There are, I believe, four

thoufand fifhermen in this country.

But to proceed on our journey ; about half a mile farther, we come to Adja, a village,

where, as well as formerly at Annaniabo, we had a fort, till by treachery we were

forced out of it by the Englifh,' who, being jointly engarrifoned with our men, treated

them in a barbarous and cruel manner. The Englifh have planted their flag upon a

Negro's houfe here, and their Company hath one fa61:or here to buy millet of the

Fantyneans for their flave-fhips ; but he finding greater profit in trading with the inter-

lopers, can Ipare his mafler's fhips but a fmall fhare.

A little lower, juft at the village, juftly called Little Cormantyn, ftands our fortrefs

Amfterdam, the chief refidence of the Englifh till they were driven from thence by
Admiral De Ruyter, anno 1665. This fort being fufEciently large, is ftrengthened

by three fmall and a fine large battery, containing twenty pieces of cannon. The go-

vernor fet over this fort is a chief factor, as that of Mouree. A moderate charge

would very much improye this fortrefs ; but the commerce of the place not being fuf-

ficient to bear the expence, it is better to let it alone. This village is fo fmall and wretch-

edly poor, it is not worth our thoughts. But Great Cormantyn, a town which lies a

cannon-fhot below our fort upon a high hill, is fo large and populous, that it very well

deferves the name of great : all the inhabitants, befides mercantile traders, are fifher-

men, amounting to the number of feven or eight hundred, and fonictimes one thou-

fand. From this place the country of Fantyn reaches feven or eight miles on the fhore,

being all the way replenifhed with fmall villages, very pleafant to obferve in pafTmg by
in a Canoa.

At the end of Fantyn, the Englifh, two years paft, planted another flag, and began
to build a fort ; whother their expedations were not fatisfied, or they could not agree

with the Negroes, is uncertain, but at prefent they are endeavouring to remove all

the materials from thence, which the Negro commander-in-chief hath hitherto hin-

dered ; and how it will end, time mufl difcover.

From what I have faid, you may be informed what places the Englifli and we pofTefs

in Fantyn, both of us having an equal power, that is, none at all. For when thefe

people are inclined to i{, they fhut up all the pafTes fo clofe that not one merchant can

pofFibly come from the in-land country to trade with us, and fometimes, not content

with this, they prevent the bringing provifions to us, till we have made peace with

them. They have a hank upon us, we having formerly contracted to give them a

good fum of ready money, befides 300 guilders for every one of the Company's fhips

which for the future fhould bring any goods hither, in confideration of their aid in the

taking Fort Amfterdam, and other auxiliary afTiftance : but in this contraft it was par-

ticularly flipulated, that flavc-fliips fhould be excepted from paying any thing ; notwith-

flanding which they are now become fo unreafonable, that they will make no difference

between flave-fhips and others, obliging us equally to pay for all ; and all our remon-
ftrances that it is contrary to the treaty are wholly ineffeftual, for if we will live at quiet,

ive are always obliged to humour them. They alfo extort a good fum from the Eng-
lifli yearly ; in fliort, they treat us both alike. But having faid enough for this time,

J dcfirc you to accept the repeated affurances of my fervice, &c.

3 A 2 LETTER
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LETTER V. — Defcribing the Country of Acron, and our Fort there ; Agonna, and the

Englijh Fort there ; and lajily, the great Kingdom of Aquamboe, and the Englijh,

Danijh, and Dutch Forts in it ; together withfome remarkable Events in that Country.

Sir,

MY laft of the 27th c.oncluded with Fantyn. The yet undefcribed remainder

of the Gold Coafl: contains the three following kingdoms, viz. Acron, Agonna, and

Aquamboe. The firfl; whereof borders on the Fantynean country ; and in the middle

of it, at the village Apam, in the year 1697, ^^ began to build a fmall fort, or rather

houfe, now fortified with two batteries : to this we have given the name of Fort Leyd-

faamheyd, i. e. Patience, becaufe we met with fufficient opportunity of exercifing that

virtue in building it, by the frequent oppofitions of the Negroes. Our chief factor

tliere, by the deadnefs of trade, and the depraved nature of the inhabitants, is fo per-

plexed, that he hath enough to do to keep his temper. I never was fo deceived in my
expeftation as by thefe natives ; they appeared fo well at firft, that by my advice the

building of this fort was very much expedited, but I foon enough repented of it. Upon
the two batteries are eight pieces of cannon, but its greatell (trength and ornament is

derived from a fine turret before it.

The village which lies under it, is very little, and formerly, as well as now, only in-

habited by fifhernien. But this place, as well as all Acron, is very conveniently

fituated for trade ; and if the natives were more tradable, might in a few years become

a populous town. Acron, as I told you, is a kingdom ; but its King is under the pro-

tedbion of his principal fubjefts, efpecially his nephew and general : this is a mod
pernicious villain, whofe favage humour occafioned all the differences we have had,

and the oppofition we have met with here. I have feveral times difcourfed with him,

and though I could not difcover any capacity in him that he was a man of the leafl

judgment, yet the whole council turns upon and centers in him. The reft of the

chiefs are all very good men, and are not for pufhing on war. The King, who is

about feventy years of age, is an extraordinary good-natured man, with whom I have

often been very merry : he is thought to be the richefl: prince in ready-money on the

whole coaft (except the King of Aquamboe), and yet I have obferved him fo meanly

robed, that all he had about him was not worth half a crown.

The people of Acron feldom or never enter into war; for having chofen the

Fantyneans for their protedm-s, none dare injure or attack them ; by which they have

a very good opportunity of tilling their land in quiet ; and they accordingly huiband

their time and ground lb well, that every year produceth a plen'atul harveli, a great

part of which crop they dilpofe of to other countries. Harts, hares, partridges, phea-

fants, and other wild-fowl and quadrupeds are here in great abundance, and very good.

About three or four months part, three or four friends and myfelf had the diverlion of

taking a hare in a manner not very common. Behind our fort, which is built on a

hill, is a vale about a mile Iquare, where there were abundance of hay-cocks ; here,

about twilight, we met a young hare, that, being purfued by my dog, took refuge in a

hay-cock ; in which, though we made a diligent fearch, we could not find him, till at

laft burning the hay-cock, to our mighty I'urprize, we found the hare fitting under the

alhes of the hay unhurt, and carried her alive with us to Elmina. From this accident,

and the vafl quantities of hares, I quelUon not but a good pack of exquifite hunters

would have very good fport here.

Acron
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Acron is divided into Little and Great Acron. Little Acron is that which we have
defcribed : Great Acron is further in-land, and its government is a fort of republic, if

not anarchy ; and though thefe are two countries, and have no dependance on each

other, yet they live in perfeft amity.

A little below our fort a falt.river takes its courfe in-land about a mile, which abounds
both in fifh and fowl, and is confequently very pleafant.

About a mile further eaftward, in the country of Agonna, is a very high hill, called

Monte de Diable, or Devil's Mount ; to whom it is often prefented by the feamen, be-

caufe being verv high, they often fee it at a diftance, long before thev can reach it,

when the wind is contrary. This hill is reported to be enriched with vait quantities of
gold ; of which it is alfo affirmed, that the Agonnafian Negroes, after violent fliowers,

gathered it to a confiderable value, the rain having walhed it off with the fand. This

year one Mr.Baggs died at Cabocors, who was agent for the Englifh, and entrufted

with a more ample commiffion than any of his predeceffors, or the three together who
ufed to govern, had been charged with for feveral years. This extenfive commillion,

if we may believe the Englifh, was given him by the directors of the African Corftpany,

becaufe he had imformed them of, and promifed to dig gold, or gold-ore, out of this

hill, and fend it over to them. To this purpofe he brought all manner of neceffary

inflruments along v/ith him. But I am certain if he had purfued his defign efiectually,

the Agonnafians would have treated him and his men as ill as the Comrrtanians did us

;

which, I believe, his fucceffors will wifely coafider.

Agonna begins with or about this hill, and is at prefent, as it hath for fome time
pafl, been governed by a woman, with as much courage and condud as other countries

are ruled by men. I do not remember any other kingdom among the Negroes where
the fupremacy defcends to females as well as males. This governefs is fo wife, thai to

keep the government entirely in her own hands, fhe lives unmarried. But that fhe may
not remain a perfefl; Granger to the foft paflion, fhe generally buys a brifk juih flave,

with whom fhe diverts herfelf
;

prohibiting him, on forfeiture of his head, to intrigue

with any other woman : and when the youth has loft his charms, or her pafficn palls,

he is exchanged for another, though fome will not allow her fo honouri.ble as to be
fatisfied with one at a time ; if fhe fhould, it would dil'cover a natural chalUty and vir-

tue, fince, checked by no religion or law, fhe is fo perfettly millrefs of her favours,

that file may confer them on whom flie pleafeth vvithout fear or fcandal.

About the middle of Agonna the Englifh built a fmall fort in the year 1694; it is

covered with a flat roof, and hath four batteries, fo large that a man may eafily leap

over them without a flick ; and the guns are of a proportionable bignefs, one of them
difcharging a half pound ball : in fhort, it is like our forts at Boutry, Zaconde,
Chama, and Apam, and theirs at Dickjefchoof, a fort which wants another to defend
it. The adjacent village, by fome called Winiba and others Simpa, is about as large

as other villages commonly are, chiefly inhabited by fifliermen, and very agreeably
fituated amongfl trees. Trade is here at as low an ebb as at Apam ; but when the
wars in the in-land country come to an end, both places will be found well fituate for
commerce.

Agonna -furpafTes Acron in largcnefs, power, and riches ; though in fertility and
pleafantnefs they are very near equal, only the former is adorned with a beautiful large
frefh river, which both the Englifh and Negroes aflirm to abound as plentifully with
oyfters and other fifh, and all forts of apes, as any on the whole toaft. Having not
cbferved it myfelf, I am obliged to relate this on report.

We
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We come next to the lafl country on the Gold Coaft, namely, that of Aquaniboe

;

the pjreateli part of which is fituated in-land ; but I fliall defcribe it among the kingdoms

of the coaft, becaufe we have- a daily and confiderable traffic with them ; and their King

extends his power over the Negroes of the coaft above twenty miles ; and notwithftand-

ing thefe are governed by feveral Kings, I (hali venture to add them to his territories,

he equally exercifing an unlimited fovercignty over them and his own fubjefts. His

arbitrary defpotic power occafions the proverbial faying, that there are only two

forts of men in Aquamboe, of which the King and his friends are one, and their flaves

the other ; fo that he wants no other attendants than thofe of his own houfe.

The Aquamboe Negroes are very haughty, arrogant, and warlike ; their power is

alfo very terrible to all the neighbouring countries, except Akim : the nations under

their power are miferably tormented with the daily plundering, or rather robbing

vifits the Aquamboan foldiers make them, they not daring to oppofe them in the leaft,

for fear the King, who never fails feverely to revenge his foldiers' quarrels, fliould hear

of it. Some time part the Aquamboan government was adminiftered by two, viz. the

old and young King, though the latter is excluded on pretence of his minority, by

his father's brother, affifted by his own mother, fo that the uncle reigned in conjunc-

tion with his father. This double hierarchy was found extremely prejudicial to the

fubjefts, who were fure to fuffer from the one as well as the other tyrant ; till the year

1699, when the old King dying, the young one eftabliftied himfelf folely on the throne,

utterly excluding the other, and reigning at prefent. The old King was a man of a

wicked abjeQ: temper, and an inveterate enemy to the Europeans ; and though he

received from the Englifli, Danes, and us, an ounce of gold, in recognition of the

liberty given us by his predeceflTors to build in his dominions
;
yet he horridly plagued

us, and that in fo unreafonable a manner, that if he did but fancy any of us had injured

him, he was fure to oblige us all three to fatisfaftion, by ftiutting up the palfes fo

clofely, that not fo much as a fingle merchant could get to us : fo that it is not to be

doubted but his death hath, and will contribute to the advancement of the European

trade here ; the prefent King being a more intelligent and rational Negro, as well as

a friend to the Europeans, efpecially the Hollanders ; which plainly appeared in his

dangerous illnefs, that his country-phyficians could not cure, for then he confidently

entrufted himfelf in our hands, coming in perfon to our fort with a few of his attend-

ants, and refided there for fome time, being roughly enough handled by our barber, but

luckily almoft cured : his diftemper being of that nature, that he cannot expeft to be

entirely freed from its eff'efts ; and he is accordingly at prefent not only incapable of

procreating children, but of the enjoyment of any of his wives ; of which he hath a

large number.

Exccflive venery in his youth occafioned his indifpofition ; his wives who endeavoured

to reftrain him he rewarded with broken heads, though he hath too late fufficiently

repented of it ; and it is indeed a pity, for he is a clean well-fhaped Negro, and in the

flower of his age.

In the time of the old King, we were very defirous to build a fort, and accordingly

began it at the village Ponni, at the end of the Gold Coaft. But when our fliip with

building materials arrived at Acra, being informed that Ado was gone with his army

againft the enemies, for fear the olid King fhould too much impofe on us, we defifted

;

in which we were very fortunate, by reafon we fliould only have put ourfelves to unne-

ceflary cxpence, for at this time we find the trade not fo confiderable as was pretended,

and that a lodge with a man or two are fufficient : wherefore, without a very great

alteration of the pofture of affairs, I do not believe that a fort will ever be built there.

I have
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I have before hinted to you, that we, as well as the Englilh and Danes, have a fort

at Acra ; all which three may be reckoned among the beft forts on the coafl. Steering

our courfe eaftwards, the firft we meet with in our way Is that of the Englifli, which
is a well-built fquare fort, with four batteries ; its walls high and thick, efpecially on
that fide towards us fomewhat thicker than ordinary : it is furniflied with twenty-five

pieces, the greatefl: part of which are fo fmall and flight, that if they Ihould be attacked,

they would do very well to exchange them for twelve good heavy guns. This, like all

ihe Englifli forts, is very meanly garrifoned, as if it were fufficient to build forts, fur-

nifli them with cannon and neceflary provifions, without men, in which the Enghfli are

every where deficient ; and it were well if others did not follow too clofely their exam-
ple. But of that no more at prefent, not doubting but thofe whom it concerns will in

time amend that fault.

Within cannon-fliot below this, lies our fort Creveceur ; how proper it is f)r the

refidence of a chief governor, the trade thereabouts will decide. This fort furpafles

the Englifli in iargenefs and good guns, though about equal in flrength, except only
that our walls are thinner than theirs, and confequently cannot enduie lb great a fhock

;

and indeed it is to be wifhed that we may live in peace with that nation, for if it fhould

happen otherwife, both have here a convenient opportunity of continually exchanging
very rough and warm falutations.

Exactly a cannot-fliot below ours (lands the Danifli fort Chrifliianfburg ; the only

one they have on this coafl, which was taken from them by the Negroes, anno 1693,
when they entirely flript it and kept it for fome time. This misfortune of the Danes
was occafioned by the death of feveral of their garrifon ; and though we could not
but bemoan their hard fate, yet it was really diverting to obferve what work the Negroes
made with the fortrefs ; their commander Affammeni drefled himfelf in the Danifli

governor's habit, and caufcd himfelf to be complimented by that name ; in a£ting

which part he occafioned feveral very comical fcencs ; he thundered at all the Englifh

and Zealandifh interlopers by way of falute with his cannon, as if there would never

be an end of the powder, and remained in poflelFion of the fort till two Danifli Ihips

arrived on the coafl, when, by means of a very confiderable prefent to the King of
Aquaiuboe, but more efpecially by our interceflion, it was re-dclivered to them ; which
fervice they afterwards as bafely as ungratefully rewarded, but they were no great

gainers by it ; for to garrifon their fort, they were obliged to leave their fhips fo poorly
manned, that they became a prey to the pirates in the fight of Guinea.

This fort would be too ftrong for the united force of the Engliih fort and ours. It

is a fquare building, ftrengthencd with four batteries, and to the bell of my memory
twenry guns. It appears very beautiful, and looks as it it were but one cont ed
battery, as it is really in efffcf ; for the roof being entirely flat, the cannon may 'on-

veniently be planted on all parts of it.

It is now tune to proceed to the more in-land part of Aquamboe. Though the

Englifli, Danes, and we have torts here, yet our authority is very fmall, and confined

within our own walls, fo that the forts only fcrvc to defend ourfelves; for if we ihould

make any atitempts on the Negroes, they would certainly end in our dellrudion.

Each fort hath its adjacent village, dilUnguiflied by its particular name, though the
general one is Acra, the name of this country, which was formerly a kingdom, whofa
inhabitants were conquered by the Aquamboans, and driven to a place called Little

Popo, which at prefent contains the remainder of the great kingdom of Acra.
It might be reafonably cunjcflured, that the three feveral companies trading here,

might be apt lo to clalh with one another that it might be fatal to the whole commerce
;

2 but
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but experience proves the contrary ; for here is fuch great plenty of gold and flaves,

that no one is in danger of wanting his (hare, and each is flocked with commodities

which the other hath not, which very often tends to the promotion of trade.

At this place alone fomerimes more gold is received than on the whole coaft befides

;

and its traffic would be yet enlarged, if the Negroes of Aquamboe and Akjm could

agree, as they generally are at difference, the latter pretending a feudal right over the

former, and fubfequent thereto, demanding an annual tribute of them, which the

Aquamboans will by no means fubmit to ; as knowing very well that a conceffion

of that nature may 'n time cofl them their whole country. But the King is fubtle

enough to know how by fair words and prefents to fow difTenfions betwixt the

governing men of Akim, and thereby preferve his dominions in peace and a profpe-

rous trade.

Having formerly hinted the extent of this country, I fhall now add, that the King

and his nobles, or rather favourites, are fo very rich in gold and flaves, that I am of

opinion this country fmgly pofTefTeth greater treafures than all thofe we have hitherto

defcribed taken together : the chief employments of the inhabitants are merchandize,

agriculture, and war ; to which lafl they are particularly addifted.

Though the foil is fufficiently fertile, yet they commonly fall fhort of provifions

towards the latter end of the year, and are accordingly obliged to fetch them from
other places.

They do not trouble themfelves with fifhing, nor with the boiling of fait, though this

country affords a vaft plenty of it ; that they leave to the Coafl Negroes, who are either

born here, or come from other places hither to live, and are very numerous and ferve

to people feveral fine towns ; thefe, not content with fifhing and the preparation of fait,

drive as confiderable trade with foreign fhips as thofe of Axitn ^md Fantyn. The num-
ber of flaves fold here at leaft equals what are difpofed of on the whole coaft (Anna-
mabo not excepted) ; this country being continually in war with fome of the circumjacent

nations, who are very populous, and from whom they take a vaft number of prifoners

;

moft of which they fell to the Europeans.

If I have before talked of Negroes who followed the wars, you muft not from thence

infer that they make that their whole employment : no, it is but one part I affure you,

and all the Negroes in general are foldiers as long as the war continues, if at leaft they

are but able to buy arms, or their mafters beftow any on them ; and the war ended,

each applies himfelf to his particular calling : but if there happens to be any of fuch a

turbulent nature that they cannot live out of the camp, they go to ferve in the

neighbouring wars ; and thefe are in a ftri£ler fenfe called foldiers. Amohgft the

fifhermen there are very few foldiers, for they living upon the fhore and under our

protection, are not frequently attacked by enemies, and therefore are feldom furnifhed

with arms.

Having run through the whole Gold Coaft ; I fhall now, fir, allow you time to

entertain yourfelf with its defcription, defigning in my next to inform you of the in-land

countries whence the gold is brought to the coaft, as far as they have fallen under

my cognifance : in tjie mean-time, I hope what I have already done hath afforded you
fome fatisfaftion ; in which expeftation I remain, fir, yours, &c.

LETTER

I
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LETTER VI.— Treating of the Countries where the gold is digged; the cruel Wars and
utter DeJlru6lion offame of them.— The Negroes Manner cffearthing for Gold.

Thefeveralforts of Gold.— Hoiv falfe Gold is bought, and how deteded.— Of Gold
Weights : and, lajily, a Reflexion concerning the digging of Gold; that it is feafihle
to be done morefuccefsfully and to a better Advantage by the Europeans.

Sir,

BE pleafed to accept this as a performance of my promife to defcribe thofe coun-
tries from wiicnce the gold is brought : to which I fhall add, tlie manner how gold
is found or digged ; the feveral fpecies of it, and the weights it is weighed by : an
account of the falfe gold, and whatever elfe falls under that head.

The firfl country which produceth gold is Dinkira, fituate fo far in-land that our
fervants are commonly five days in going from Elmina to it, and from Axim it is above
ten days journey ; not fo much on account of its real diftance from either place, ag

becaufe of the badnefs of the roads, to a degree which frequently obliges them to go
double the compafs of ground, that would otherwife be neceflary ; and that the Ne-
groes either cannot or will not help.

This country, formerly reflrained to a fmall compafs of land, and containing but an
inconfiderable number of inhabitants, is, by their valour, fo improved in power, that

they are refpe£ted and honoured by all their neighbouring nations ; all which they
have taught to fear them, except Afiante and Akim, who are yet flronger than
they.

They are poffefled of vafl treafures of gold, befides what their own mines fupply

them with; either by plunder from others, or their own commerce ; in which they

are abundantly more expert than any other Negro : befides which they have three

countries in fubjeftion to them ; each of which produces fome, though not fo much
gold, viz. Waifa, Encafle, and Juffer; each of thefe borders upon one another, and
the lad upon Commany. The gold of thefe countries, their own, and what they
brought from other parts, fatisfied the demand of the whole coafl from Axim to Za-
conde, about three years pafl, during the Commanian wars ; but fince our peace with
the Commanians, the roads being free and open to the merchants, the diftance of feveral

places from them, makes them not travel farther at prefent than to Chama, Commany,
Elmina, and Cabocors : wherefore the higher coaft is not extraordinarily fupplied with
gold ; for though there are fome countries betwixt Dinkira and them which have gold
mines; to inftance, in Eguira and Adom, befides Abocroe and Ancober, which alfo

have a fmall fhare
;

yet all added together will not amount to a quantity fufficient to

fupply all the upper forts. In the year 1694, I heard the Brandenburghers complain
that ihey could not receive two marks of gold in a whole month's time; nor did we
fare much better in our forts, trade being extremely dull at that time.

The gold which is brought us by the Dinkirans is very pure, except only that it is

too much mixed with Fetiches, which arc a fort of artificial gold, compofed of feveral

ingredients ; among which fome of them are very oddly fhapcd : thefe Fetiches they
caft, in moulds made of a fort of black aind heavy earth, into what form they pleafe

;

and this artificial gold is frequently mixed with a third part, and fomctimes with half

filver and copper, and coiifcquently leli worth, and yet we are peftered with it-on all

parts of the Coaft ; and if we refufe to receive it, fome Negroes are fo unreafonable
that they will undeniably take back all their pure gold : fo that we are obliged fome-
times to fuffer to fliuflle in fome of it. There are alfo Fetiches caft of unalloyed
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mountain gold ; which very feldoin come to our hands, becaufe they keep them to

adorn thcml'elvcs : fo that if ever we meet w ith them, thofe who part with them are

obliged to it by neceflity, or tliey are filled with the mentioned black heavy earth ;

with which the unfkilful are liable to be bafely cheated, receiving inftead of gold fre-

quently half the weight in this iort of earth.

By what hath been faid, you may imagine how rich and potent the kingdom of

Dinkira was. But a few months part: it was fo entirely deftroyed, that it lies at prefent

defolate and wafle. Certainly it cannot be unpleafant to inform you how fuch a fatal

and fudden deftrudion fell upon this fo potent a land, as well as whence their ruin

proceeded ; which 1 am obliged to take from the report of fome of the Negroes ; and

the event hath given me fufficient reafon to believe they told truth.

Dinkira, elevated by its great riches and power, became fo arrogant, that it looked

on all other Negroes with a contemptible eye, efteeming them no more than its flaves

;

which rendered it the objett of their common hatred, each impatiently wifhing its

downfall ; though no nation was fo hardy as to attack it, till the King of Afiante, in-

jured and affronted by its governor, adventured to revenge himfelf on this nation in a

fignal manner.

The occafion of which was this : Bofiante, the King of Dinkira, a young prince,

whofe valour was become the admiration of all the Negroes of the Coaff, fent fome

of his wives to compliment Zay, the King of Afiante ; who not only received and en-

tertained them very civilly, but fent them back charged with feveral very confiderable

prefents to exprefs his obliging refentment of the grateful embaffy : and being refolved

to return his obligation, he fome time after fent fome of his wives to compliment the

King of Dinkira, and affure him of the great efteem he had for his perfon. Thefe

Ambaffadrefles were not lefs fplendidly treated at Dinkira, being alfo loaded with

prefents ; but the King calt a wanton eye upon one of them ; and hurried on by exor-

bitant luff, gratified his brutal defire : after fatiating of which, he fuftered her, toge-

ther with the reft, to return to their country, and their injured hufband, who was

informed of this affront : but he took care to make the King of Dinkira fenfible, that

he would not reft till he had wafhed away the fcandal in his injurious blood. After he

was made fenfible of the King of Afiante's refolution, knowing very well whom he had

to deal with, he heartily wiflied he had not been guilty of the crime ; but fince it was

done, he offered him feveral hundred marks of gold to put up the injury. The
enraged Prince, deaf to all fuch offers, prepared himfelf for a vigorous war, by raifing

a itrong army, in order to make a defcent on Dinkira ; and not being fufficiently ftored

with gunpowder, he bought up great quantities on the Coaft. The Dinkirans being

foolifh enough to affift him themlelves, fuffered his fubjedfs to pafs with it uninter-

rupted through their country, notwithftanding they knew very well it was only de-

figned for their deftrutlion. Whilft he was making thefe preparations, the King of

Dinkira died ; which might encourage a belief that the impending cloud of war would

blow over. Whether the governors of Dinkira were too haughty to implore a peace

of the injured Zay, or he inftigated by the enemies of that country, is uncertain : but

he ftill immoveably perfifted in his purpofe of utterly extirpating the Dinkirans.

And about the beginning of this year, being completely ready, he came with a terrible

army into the field ; and engaging the Dinkirans, who expefted him, he beat them

;

but fighting them a fecond time, he entirely defeated them. The Negroes report,

that in theie two battles above a hundred thoufand men were killed : of the Negroes

of Akim only, who came to the affiftance of the Dinkirans, there were about thirty

thoufand killed ; bcfides that a great Caboceer of Akim, with all his men, were cut

1
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off. What think you, Sir ? Thefe are other forts of battles than are ufually fought

betwixt the Kina;s here ; who, if they fhould oblige all their fubjefts, even the lame,

decrepit and blind to come into the field, could not raife fuch a number. The
plunder after this victory took up the Afiantines fifteen days time, as is faid, but

perhaps largely enough ; that Zay's booty alone amounted to feveral thoufand marks
of gold, as is affirmed by one of our European officers, who was fent on feme em-
bafly to Zay, and fays he had feveral times feen the treafure. This meffenger of ours,

who is now in the Afiantean camp, hath orders to take an exact account of what he
hears and fees there ; of which I wifh I had a tranfcript, which I doubt not would
furnifh fome extraordinary matter : but to defer this to another time. Thus you fee

the towering pride of Dinkira in afhes, they being forced to fly before thofe, whom
they not long before thought no better than their flaves, and themfelves being now
fold for flaves. We have not yet received the particulars of this whole afl^air ; but this

account of it coming to hand, I thought fit to impart it to you.

Next Dinkira, we come in order to ihe defcription of Acanny, whofe inhabitants,

long before the Dinkirans, were famed for great traders ; and brought the gold of
Afiante and Akim, together with fome of their own, hither to market : and that
which they vended was always fo pure and fine, that to this day the belt gold is called
by the Negroes, Acanni Sica, or Acanny gold. They ufually came in company with
the inhabitants of Cabeflierra, a country between them and Saboe, with their goods
to Ehnina, Cabocors, Mouree, Annamabo, Cormantim, and as fiir as the Englifli
village Simpa. Their gold was never mixed with Fetiches, like that of Dinkira, and
therefore much more valuable ; but they were very troublefome to deal withal, though
not fo peevifli and pofitive as thofe of Dinkira, and always obliged us to comply with
their own humour : but for three years pafl we have not much reafon to complain of
them, they not having traded for much : for they, on what account I am ignorant,
falling out with the Dinkirans, were fo beaten that all their governing men, and no fmalj
number of the inferior people, were killed and taken prifoners ; to redeem which out of
flavery, they were obliged to ftrip themfelves of all they werepoffefled of in the world-
by which means they were reduced to the utmofl: poverty and inability to defend them-
felves : but the Dinkirans themfelves being now ruined, as well as they, and having
declared for the King of Afiante, perhaps thefe may recover fome of 'their ancient
lufire.

Akim is the next in our way, which furniflies as large quantities of goiil as any
land that I know ;

and that alfo the moft valuable and pure of any that is carried from
this Coafl; : it is eafily diltinguiflied by its deep colour. Acra at prefent carries away
the greateft part of this metal from hence ; and from the Acrians alfo we have it
very good and pure, without Fetiches or Kakeraas. Having feveral times heard that
Akim was an extraordinary large country, I once took the opportunity of aflving fome
of the Akimefo how many days journey their country was ; they replied, that very few
natives knew how far it extended in-land towards the Barbary Coa(l ; which, according
to what they told me, was incredible. This country, for as far as it is known to us
was formerly under a monarchical government ; but the prefent fucceffor being yet but
young, and betraying but too palpable figns of a cruel nature, hath not been able to
make himfelf maftcr of the whole land, but is obliged to be content witli a part : for
the governing meii of the kingdom, fearing he will prove a great tvranr,' to' reitrain
him, have taken a part of the adminiftration into their hands : fo that it is a fort of
commonwealth, which proves very well for Acanny and Aquamboe j for if the govern-
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ment became monarchical, no divifions would arife amonfl: them, and they would be at

leifure to prey on their neighbours.

We have always elteemed the three mentioned countries the richeft in gold, but

that there certainly are feveral more is undeniable. Afiante is a convincing proof of

this, which being but lately known to us, we find to afford more gold than Dinkira ;

alfo Ananfe, a country fituate betwixt Afiante and Dinkira, as there are undoubtedly

many more, with which we are yet utterly unacquainted.

Awine muft not here be forgotten. I take it to be the very firft on the Gold Coaft,

and to lie far above Axim. From the inhabitants of this country we formerly ufed to

receive large quantities of fine and pure gold ; and they being the civileft and fairefl

dealers of all the Negroes, we traded with them with a great deal of pleafure, but the

Dinkirans, who would lord it over all their neighbouring nations, fubdued this ; fince

which time we have not received much gold of them. In the conqueft of this land,

the Dinkirans made a brave and obftinate refiflance, and had no doubt been fubdued

themfelves 4f the natives of Awine could have been unanimous ; for the Dinkirans in

one battle with a governor of theirs loft above two thoufand men, and left the men-

tioned governor fuch an abfolute viftory, that there was not a fingle perfon left to

carry the news to Dinkira, they being all killed with poifoned arrows, which the

Awinefe know very well how to ufe. Upon this defeat the Dinkirans got together a

large army, which the victorious Awinefe underftanding, fent to his country-men for

farther affiftance ; inftead of which he met with nothing but derifion, they accufing

him of cowardice ; and replying, that he was able to beat the Dinkirans, but if he

was beaten then it was their turn to come and fight them man by man. Thus fighting

one againft one they loft their country and themfelves entirely, almoft in the fame

manner that the Chinefe were conquered by the Tartars, whereas if they would have

united they might eafily have beaten the Dinkirans.

From what 1 have faid you may colled, that the gold is brought to us on the coaft

from in-land countries ; and from the little that hath been hinted, you may alfo imagine

how they are fituated. I cannot inform you better, becaufe the Negroes cannot give

any certain account of them, nor do any of our people go fo far : wherefore, I muft

beg of you, my good friend, to be contented, and turn your eyes to what I Ihall pre-

fent you concerning the gold itfelf.

There is no fmall number of men in Europe who believe that the gold-mines are in

our power ; that we, like the Spaniards in the Weft Indies, have no more to do but

to work them by our flaves : though you perfcdiy know we have no manner of accefs

to thefe treafures, nor do I believe that any of our people have ever feen one of them

:

which you will eafily credit, when you are informed that the Negroes efteem them

facred, and confequently take all poflible care to keep us from them. But to come
nearer the fubjeft : this illuftrious metal is generally found in three forts of places

:

firft, the beft is found in or betwixt particular hills, and the Negroes apprehending

where the gold is, dig pits, and feparate it from the earth which comes out with it.

t» The fecond place is in, at, and about fome rivers and water-falls, whofe violence

waftieth down great quantities of earth, which carry the gold with it.

The third is on the fea-lhore, where (as at Elmina and Axim), there are little

branches or rivulets into which the gold is driven from mountainous places, as well as

to the rivers ; and after violent ftiowers of rain in the night, next morning thefe places

are fure to be vifited by hundreds of Negro-women naked, except a cloth wrapped

about them to hide what modefty obligeth. Each of thefe women is iurniftied with

large and fmall troughs or tray, which they firft fill full of earth and fand, which they

1

1
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•wafti with repeated frefh water, fill they have cleanfed it from all its earth ; and if

there < e any gold, its ponderofity forces it to the bottom of the trough ; which if they

find, it is thrown into the fmall tray, and fo they go to wafhing it again, which opera-

tion generally holds them till noon : fome of them not getting above the value of fix-

pence, fome of them find pieces of fix or feven fhillings, though not frequently, and
often they entirely lofe their labour. Thus the digging of pits, the gathering it at or

about the rivers, and this laft mentioned manner, are all the ways they know to come
at gold.

The gold thus digged or found, is of two forts, one is called Dull-gold or Gold-
dufl; ; which is almofl as fine as flower, and is the beft, bearing alio the greatefl: price

in Europe : the other fort is in pieces of different fizes, fome being hardly the weight

of a farthing, others weighing as heavy as twenty or thirty guineas, though of the lafl

fort not many occur. The Negroes indeed tell us, that in the country, pieces as heavy
as one or two hundred guineas are found. Thefe lumps or pieces are called Mountain-
gold, which being melted, touch better than duft-gold ; but the multitude of fmall

(tones which always adhere to them, occafion a great lofs in the melting, for which
reafon gold-duft is mofl: efteemed. Thus much of the good and pure gold, and now
to touch upon the falfe. The firft fort is that mixed with filver or copper, and cad
into fetiches, of which I have before hinted : thefe fetiches are cut into fmall bits by
the Negroes, about the worth of one, two or three farthings. It is a common pro-

verb, " That you cannot buy much gold for a farthing," yet even with that value in

gold you may here go to market and buy bread or fruit for your neceffities. The
Negro-women know the exaft value of thefe bits fo well at fight, that they never are

miftaken ; and accordingly they tell them to each other without weighing, as we do
coined money. They are here called Kakeraas, the word expreffing fomething of very

little value, and the gold -itfelf is indeed very little worth : for we cannot fell it in

Europe for above forty (hillings the ounce, and yet it paffes current all over the coaft
;

and our garrifons are paid their fubfillence-money in it. And for this they may buy
all forts of edibles of the Negroes, who, mixing it with other gold, bring it to us again

;

and as foon as received, the clerks are ordered to pick it out of the other with which
it is mixed ; fo that this ihiff feems to pafs backward and forward without the lead

diminution, notwithftanding large quantities of it are annually fent to Europe by the

French and Portuguefe, befides what we ourfelves fpend : but the Negroes making
them fafter than we export them, they are like to continue long enough.

The Negroes are very fubtle artilts in the fophifticating of gold : they can fo neatly

falfify and counterfeit the gold-duft and the mountain-gold, that feveral unexperienced

traders are frequently cheated, and by bought experience are taught how to know
gold. Som.c pieces are call by them fo artificially, that quite round for the thicknefs

of a knife they are very fine gold, and the vacancy filled up with copper, or perhaps

iron. This is a new-invented cheat of theirs ; but the common falfc mountain-gold is

a mixture of filver, copper, and a proportion of gold, extremely high-coloured, which

very much facilitates the cheat : for being obliged to receive one or two pounds at a

time, wherein the pieces happen to be very numerous, we cannot touch every one,

and it looking fo well, caufeth it to pafs unfufpedcd. Another fort of falfe gold is

alfo frequent amongll: them, which is nothing elie than a certain powder of coral,

which they call and tinge fo artificially, that it is impoffible to diftinguifli it by any

other difference than that of the weight. Of this powder they alfo make gold-dull,

but chiefly of the filings of copper, to which they give a very good tinfture ; though

all the falle tinged gold in a month or two entirely lofes its luftre, and then we begin

to
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to find that it is falfe : in which we are happier than in thofe pieces covered over with

gold ; for they remain as we receive them, without any alteration, and confequently

that cheat is the moft dangerous.

If you are deHrous to know how it is poiiible to avoid the reception of falfe gold,

efpecially if offered at night or morning, the methods we take are, firft, if it is in

large pieces, to cut them clear through with a knife, which immediately difcovers what
it is : if the piece be fmall, like mountain gold, lay them upon a ftone, and beat them
with a hammer ; and if made of coral, they will crumble into fmall parts ; but fup-

pofing it Hand beating, you may afterwards try them with your knife ; but in the fmalleft

bits and duft gold, this method is not practicable, though we have a tolerable way of

diftinguifhing the coarfe from the fine ; which is done by putting it into a copper baJfon,

and winnowing it with the fingers, and blowing it very ftrongly ; by which means the

falfe gold will fly away, and the true fall into and continue in the bafon : upon repeating

this trial three or four times, the falfe is eafily feparated from the good.

It affords us matter of diverfion to obferve, that moft of the raw inexpert people

(efpecially fea-faring men) who come hither, always bring aqua-fortis along with them
to prove gold ; but if thefe men remembered the common proverb, that there is no

gold without drofs, they would foon grow weary of their weak proof, and follow the

methods above-mentioned.

The fign by which they pretend to diftinguifh the falfe from the true gold is, that

after they have put it into a glafs or earthen veffel, they pour aqua-fortis upon it

;

which, if it be falfe, difcovers it by its ebullition ; and if mixed with falfe gold, by

turning green. A miferable trial indeed ! which they will foon be convinced of : for

example, if they take the value of four pounds in gold, a feventh, eighth, or tenth

part of which is falfe, and pour their aqua-fortis upon it, let them, I fay, obferve whe-

ther their aqua-fortis doth not produce the fame effed, though in lefs degree, as it

would if the whole mafs were falfe ; for which reafon their proof is very uncertain,

and the more imprafticable, becaufe the operation is too tedious, and befides very pre-

judicial to trade, to refufe the good gold on account of an eighth or tenth part being

falfe. I can allure you, that the prefent times will not admit of fuch ufelefs nicenefs.

Wherefore the mentioned proof, by winnowing with the copper bafon, being fufficient

to defend us againft falfe gold, is much to be preferred before melting if with aqua-

fortis, and being at the trouble of drying it again ; which the Negroes that have good
gold would fcarce fuffer.

Having treated of gold at large, I am now obliged to fay fomething concerning the

gold weights, which are either pounds, marks, ounces, or angels. In Europe, twenty

angels make one ounce, though here but fixteen go to an ounce : here are alfo Pefoes

and Bendoes ; the former of which contain four angels, and the latter two ounces ; as

four Bendoes make one mark, and two marks one pound of gold, computed according

to the common value, exactly fix hundred and fixty gilders ; though this at feveral

times differs in proportion, its worth depending on its goodnefs, and its rifing and
falling in Europe. Notwithftanding all this, we conftantly here reckon three marks of

pure or good gold worth one thoufand gilders, and confequently judge of the other

weights in the proportion which they bear to this quantity. We ufe here another kind

of weights, which are a fort of beans, the leaft of which are red, fpotted with black,

and are called Dambas ; twenty-four of them amounting to an angel, and each of them
reckoned two ftiver weights : the white beans, with black fpots, or thofe entirely black,

are heavier, and accounted four ftiver weights ; thefe they ufually call Tacoes ; but

there are ferae which weigh half or a whole gilder ; but thefe are not efteemed certain

weights,
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weights, but ufed at pleafiirc, and often become inftruments of fraud. Several have
believed thjt the Negroes only ufed wooden weights, but it is a miftake, all of them
having caft weights, either of copper or tin, which, though divided or adjuftcd in a
manner quite different to ours, yet upon redudtion agree exaftly with them.

My thoughts being taken up in defcribing the weights, I forget to inform you how
the gold is digged or found. I would refer to any intelligent metallift, whether a vaft

deal of ore mull not of necefFity be loft here, from which a great deal of gold might
be feparated, for want of ikill in the metallic art ; and not only fo, but I firmly believe

that large quantities of pure gold are left behind ; for the Negroes only ignorantly dig

at random, without the lealt knowledge of the veins of the mine. And I doubt not,

but if this country belonged to the Europeans, they would foon find it to produce much
richer treafures than the Negroes obtain froui it ; but it is not probable we fhall ever
poffofs that liberty here, wherefore we muft be content with being fo far mafters of it

as we are at prefent : which, if very well and prudently managed, would turn to a very
great account, of which I wifli you no fmall Ihare, and myfelf a long continuance of
life to fpend in your fervice, &c.

LETTER VII.— Contaiit'iTig a Computation how much Gold is annually exported from
this Country ; to what Places it is tranfportcd ; and the Divifton of the Trade with
the Negroes.— What Officers are appointed in our Service ; and the Names of other

Employments : together with a general Lijl of the whole : and, lajily, by way of Con-

clufwn, a Dcfcripticn of the Government of the Coaji, and of the Council or Affcmhly

of Counfellors.

Siu,

MY laft treated of the in-land countries from whence the gold was brought ; how it

was digged ; its feveral forts ; the falfe gold, &c. To purfue our fubjedt yet farther,

as I have told you whence it is brought, it is but neceffary I fhould inform you whither

it is carried, and how much is yearly brought to the coaft. As for the laft, I dare

affirm it as a real truth, that they not only can, but do yearly, in time of peace, de-

liver the quantity of feven thoufand marks of gold. This is a large fum ; but it is

divided amongft fo many, each being fure to get fome, that the whole is foon dif-

pofed of. The moft juft calculation of the divifion that I can poflibly make, is as

follows : viz.

Marks.

Our Weft India Company yearly exports ...... 1500
The Englifti African Company --...... 1200

But this is to be underftood of fuch years in which the commerce of both
Companies happens to be very brilk ; and I do not believe our Company
hath, for feveral years part, carried off above the half of this quantity.

The Zealand interlopers are fure to carry off as much yearly as our Company :

Namely, 1500
The Englifti interlopers about ........ 1000

But the laft have, for two or three years paft, purfued this trade fo vigoroufly,

that they have exported above twice that quantity.

The Brandenburghers and Danes, in time of peace, both together, about

The Portuguefe and French together, at leaft, about . . . -

Which makes 7000
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I fay of the laft at leafl: eight hundred marks, and it is really true ; for the Portuguefe

come on this coafi:, on pretence of felling their American commodities, viz. Brazil

tobacco, brandy, and rum, and are befides as richly laden, as the interlopers them-

felves, which is not to be wondered at ; for they buy their lading, take their men on

board, and fit out their fhips in Holland : nay, to" be fhort, they are frequently fitted

out at the expence of Dutch merchants, wherein the Jews have no finall hand, they

knowing how to obtain a Portuguefe pafs : and thefe fliips, when they come here to

this coafl, pafs for downright Portuguefe. How uneafy this muft needs be to an honeft

officer in the Company's fervice you may eafily imagine, when a faftor, who com-

mands one of our forts, (hall receive certain advice, that feveral of the Negroe mer-

chants are coming down, well-ftored with gold, in order to lay it out with him, and

that ere he arrives, is met by a Portuguefe or interloper ; who, by felling cheap, fweeps

a great part, if not all their gold, whilft we fit ftill with our goods on our hands, as if

they were vifited by the plague. I do not tell you more than I have, to my forrow,

experienced.

Thus I have made a rough calculation of the quantity of gold, which thofe who
underftand the affiiirs of the coaft will, I doubt not, be pleafed with ; but thofe un-

acquainted with this trade, may, perhaps, think I have computed wrong : if I happen

to fee thefe gentlemen, I (hall civilly defire them to correft my computation ; which no

one having yet attempted, it is imparted to you for your fatisfaftion, and to the beft of

my knowledge as near the truth as I could bring it.

According to our reckoning then, there is brought hither and carried off exaftly

twenty three tun of gold, reckoning three marks to one thoufand gilders. But, as I

told you, above all, this account fuppofeth a profperous time when the pafles are all

open, and the merchants can pafs fafe and uninterrupted ; but when the Negroes are

at war with one another, I do not believe that half this quantity is fhipped off; and of

this fmall quantity the interlopers know very well how to come by their fhare. And
fuppofing our Company hath one fifth of the whole, yet when trade is low they cannot

get by it, but muft make up the deficiency by trading to other coafts : but I hope, ere

long, a way will be difcovered of profperoufly advancing our trade here, to the dif-

advantage of the interlopers, which I cannot think very difficult ; it confifting only in

fixing a good government on the coaft, and taking care in Holland that their ftiips be

laden with good commodities, and proper for this place. However, I defire you would
not from hence expeft a particular of what merchandizes are moft vendable here ; or

that I ftiould acquaint you with the ftate of trade here ; that would be utterly incom-

patible with the faithful fervice I owe our Company, I not knowing whether this Letter,

by fome unaccountable mifcarriage, may not light into the hands of the interlopers,

who know very well how to ufe it to their advantage : and indeed they fufficiently rob

the Company of the right which the ftates have given them on this coaft ; fo that none

of us ought to help them to further opportunities. Wherefore be pleafed to fatisfy

yourfelf with an account in general, that to trade on this coaft, about a hundred and

fifty feveral forts of commodities are neceffary.

In my third letter you have been informed that the caftle of St. George d'Elmina is

our chief place on this coaft, and that the general, principal governor, chief factor,

and chief fifcal refide there ; before this caftle alfo do all our fliips which come from
Europe caft anchor and unlade ; and we have accordingly very fine warehoufes fitted

for their reception. This great ftorehoufe is entrufted to the charge of our chief

faftor, and is fometimes worth a very confiderable fum ; and from hence all our other

forts are fupplied with their defired commodities. I would not have you conceive that

we
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we fet up a market with our wares, or fend any of them to be fold without our forts :

no, that is not our bufmefs ; but the Negroes come daily to our caftle, or fort, with
their gold ; for which, after it is weighed, elTayed and purified, they receive our com-
modities ; none of which ever go out of our warehoufes before they are paid for, and
if the fadtor will give any credit, it is on his own account, and he is confequently

liable for the value to the Company, that they may not thereby fufFer ; nor can he
charge the prefents made to the Negro, merchant to their accompt : but they, indeed,

fuperadd a certain advance to all their fadors ; from which they are not only enabled
to make prefents to the Negroes, but may be befides confiderable annual gainers

thereby, and this is done to encourage them to the more diligent fervice. Befides, the
Negroes having neither carts, waggons, horfes, nor any other way to carry the bought
commodities to their in-land dwellings than by men, for about two or three hundred
pounds value in iron, copper, or tin, have occafion for the affiftance of fifty men : now
whether there be not an advantage to be made of this by our men I leave you to

judge, though the money got thereby is hardly enough earned, they being obliged
for it to climb over hills and pafs very bad ways. Thofe who come from the inward
part of the country to traffic with us are chietiy flaves ; one of which, on whom the

mailer repofes the greatefl: truft, is appointed the chief of this caravan : but when he
comes to us, he is not treated as a flave, but as a very great merchant, whom we take
all pofiible care to oblige, as very well knowing that he being a peculiar favourite of
his mailer, may at pleafure go to the Englilh, Danes, and Brandenburghers, as well

as come to us ; for which reafon we pay him double the refpefl we Ihould give his

mailer.

Having heard what Negro chapmen we have to deal with, now let us confider what
officers and fervants are by the Company appointed on the other fide ; and how many
degrees of rifing we have on the coaft. 1 flatter myfelf that this will not prove dif-

agreeable to you, becaufe it will afford a profpeft of what preferment your nephew
may arrive to if he deport himfelf well.

Firfl of all, here are the foldiers with their commanders ; out of which formerly the

bed qualified for merchandize and the pen were chofen to ferve the Company as

affiflants ; by which means one with whom you and I are very well acquainted, hath
found opportunity to advance himfelf to almofl the highefl poll here. But for ten or

eleven years lall pafl this hath not happened ; becaufe the gentlemen of the Com-
pany finding that not only thofe qualified, but fuch as were utterly incapable and idle

drunkards, were promoted, have ordered for the future no foldiers fhould be preferred

to the affiltants places ; they may become corporals, fcrjeants, or officers, and (land

fair for all offices amongfl: the train of workmen or in the fea-fervice ; but an affiflant

may, in procefs of time, be promoted to the government of the whole coafl.

The office ot afliflant is the lowell among thofe concerned in trade or writing ; the

falary appointed for this fervice is fixteen guilders per month, and twenty guilders more
tor board-wages : his firll ftep to preferment is that of under-commiffiry or undcr-

faftor, with a falary of twenty-four guilders per month. By thefe fubl'aftors mod of
the gold is received ; for which they are accountable to the faftor, or chief faftor, or
him to whom the trade of the place is entrulled in chief, who is alfo accountable to the

Company ; the general accompts of the whole coall being kept at Elmina, where there

is alfo a warehoufe-keeper, who hath all moill goods, as wine, beer, and brandy, &c.
all edibles, as flefh, peafe, beans, oats, &c. under his keeping, and is entrulled with

the fale of them : fo that when a chief-faftor or faftor obferves that his fub-faftor or

warehoufe-keeper is inclined to extravagance, he is obliged to watch him very

VOL. XVI. 2 c narrowly;
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narrowly ; for all that the Company fufFer by hira, the fador is obliged to make good :

of which in leik than four years paft we have a frelh example, that one of my brethren,

not unknown to you, in fuch a cafe was obliged to make good about feven or eight

hundred pounds, which he had not in the leail fquandered. Thus a fador who hath

fuch fort of men under him ought to look after them very carefully, or he may be ruined

at once : it is true, indeed, that he hath his remedy againft the guilty perfon ; but

what can that avail if he hath neither effects or money ; which it rarely happens that

any of thefe men have, for I do not believe that thofe who can live on their means in

Holland will ever come to fuch a country as this ; nor is it very probable that their

friends in Europe will make fatisfadion for their follies : fo that the fadtor's lafl refuge

is to bring the offender to condign corporal punifhment, which will not in the lead

contribute to his re-imburfement. Wherefore, as I faid before, his beft way is to look

clofe after them, and flop them in the beginning of their extravagancies.

Out of the above-mentioned under-commiifaries, the oldefl; in fervice, or the befl

qualified, are chofen commiflaries or faftors to refide at and command our out-forts,

and take care of the trade there ; with a falary of thirty-fix guilders, befides an

allowance" of ten guilders for a fervant or two, and twenty guilders board-wages per

month, befides the certain before-mentioned advance on the trade.

The oldefl and moll experienced of thefe faftors is promoted to Mouree and Cor-

mantyn, his falary being raifed to eighty guilders per month ; fuppofing that upon

being chofen by the council here, he be confirmed by the Company : who, not with-

out good reafon, have retained the fupplyihg thefe important polls to themfelves ; as

they have alfo that of the chief factor of Elmina, or the fecond perfon upon the coaft, who
hath a falary of one hundred guilders per month. Thefe chief factors have alfo the fame

advance on merchandizes and board-wages, as the other faftors ; befides which the

fecond perfon hath ten guilders per month allowed for a fervant, and the general's or

governor-general's table is at his fervice. The choice or confirmation of thefe chief

laftors being referved to the Company, that upon the death of the governor, or fecond

perfon, they may have others ready, of whofe fidelity they are very well fatisfied, to

fupply their places ; and the chief fador of Elmina having fatisfactorily difcharged

that office three years, he may, if favoured by fortune, happen to be advahced (if

it falls vacant) to the highefl poll of governor-general, who is entrufled with the Com-
pany's authority over the whole coaft ; of which he is direftor-general, with a falary

of three hundred guilders per month, and a large perquifite advantage in whatever is

traded on account of the Company on the whole coaft : fo that when commerce is in a

llourifhing condition here, his poll is very advantageous.

Till within thefe two laft years, the chief fadtors of Mouree and Cormantyn had alfo

the advantage of the flave trade of P'ida and Ardra, which turned to fome account, and

was indeed more advantageous to them than the gold trade ; the commerce there being

at fo low an ebb, that without the mentioned flave-traffic they could not live up to the

port which the dignity of their ports required, xyithout fuffering by it. But fince fome

ill-meaning men have prepoffeffed the directors of the Company in prejudice of them, by

urging that by this means they became too rich ; for which reafon they have thought

fit to entruft the flave-trade to the mafters of the fliips which they fend hither : the

confcquence of which time will difcover ; but for my part I do not expedt they will find

it conduce much to their intereft, for the commanders of fhips, though very expert

in all fea-affairs, yet being unacquainted with the Negroes, will not be able to fucceed

very well : befides that fome of them are of fuch a boorifh nature, that they hardly

know how to preferve the honour of the Company amongft the Negroes. I would not

2 here
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here be underftood to fpeak of them all, for there are feveral men of very good parts

amongft them : but the difference occafioned by this new praftice will clearly appear

with refpecl to the other Europeans trading hither ; and I cannot believe it will turn

to the advantage of the Company. But of this enough : bcfides the officers employed
in the trade on this coaft, there are the following ofHces :

Firft, the chief fifcal, whofe falary is fifty guilders, and ten guilders per month for a

fervant, befides the liberty of the general's table. Though the fifcal's falary fcems
very fmall, yet his perquifite profits, if he is diligent, are vtry large ; for all the gold

or commodities unlawfully traded for on the coaft is forfeit ; of which his fhare is one
third part, whether the goods in queftion belong to Europeans or Negroes ; befides

a third part of the fines fet upon the latter, and the forfeiture of wages inflicfed on any
offending officers or fervants by the governor and council : all which put together

amount to a confiderable fum. Next the fifcal, the book-keeper-general takes place,

whofe province is to keep the great books, and the counter-parts of the accounts of all

our forts or lodges on the coaft ; or in fhort, to take care of all the Company's
accompts in this country : his falary is feventy guilders, befides ten guilders per month
for his fervants, and for a free table is allowed twenty-five guilders more. He is gene-

rally afTifted by an under-book-keeper, whofe falary is thirty guilders per month, and
two alfiftants. Next him is the book-keeper or accomptant of the garrifon, whofe title

fufficiently explains his office, and his falary, equal to a liib-fador's, is twenty-four

guilders, though faftors have thirty-fix guilders ; fo to make amends he hath the

power of felling by auclion the elfeds of all perfons who die upon the coaft, for which
he is allowed five per cent, ad valorem ; he is alfo commonly helped by an affiftant.

Sometimes here is alfo a fecretary, whofe falary is fifty guilders per month, and under
him he hath three or four affiftants, but in my time we contented ourfelves with an
under-fecretary, and the above-mentioned number of affiftants.

The laft and moft contemptible office is that of under-fifcal, commonly called by us

auditor, though in his walks, informer, as he really is no better ; his falary is twenty
guilders per month, and to his ftiare falls alfo a tenth of all forfeitures ; his perfon is

had in utmoft contempt by all, yet to honour him as much as poffible he takes place

of all the fub-faftors, as the fifcal (who alfo is not the more loved on account of his

office) doth of all the chief-fadlors, nay, even the fecond perfon on the coaft, though
by the governor's leave that place not only belongs to the chief-fadlor of Elmina, but
to thofe of Mouree and Cormantyn.

Having run through our temporal ftate, we now come to our fpiritual preferments,

which are but t<vo, the firft a minifter, with a falary of one hundred, the fecond a
clerk, with that of twenty guilders per month, befides which, the firft hath ten guilders

per month allowed for a fervant, and a place at the governor's table. What do you
think, fir, do not we pay our clergyman pretty well ? I will allure you if you think we
live licentious lives, you are in the wrong, for we are very religious ; we are obliged to

go to church every day, on forfeiture of twenty-five Itivers, except on Sundays and
Thurfdays, when the forfeiture for omifiion is doubled. But 1 know you will reply,

this is a forced fervice of God, and confequently not always accompanied with the

moft fincere intentions ; and to confefs the truth it is not much better, for were not

the reftraint laid upon us, fome would rather pay a vifit elfewhere than to the church.
Thefe being all the officers and, fervants we have on the Coaft, befides workmen or

labourers and foldiers, they are commonly ranked as follows :

The direttor-general : — The preacher always next the diredW : — The fifcal : —

-

The chief-faftor : — Two or three chief-fa6tors befides.

3 c 2 Seven
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Seven or eight faftors : — Nine or ten fub-faftors : — Eighteen or twenty affit

tants : — (The number of thefe varies daily, fo that there are fometimes more, and

feveral times lefs of each.)

A Warehoufe-keeper : — Accomptant or book-keeper-general : — Under-book-

keeper : — Accomptant or book-keeper to the garrifon :— Clerk of the Church : —
An auditor or informer.

There not being in all upon the whole coaft fixty perfons, one third of which are

afliftants, you may eafily conclude that any perfon who comes hither in the faid aflif-

tanant's place, and behaves hirafelf well, upon the death of fome of his fuperiors,

cannot mifs being preferred to a good pofl ; but how the greateft part behave them-

felves, and what fort of lives they lead, will perhaps be more proper for another place.

And therefore to conclude this letter, I fhall only inform you how, and by whom this

coaft is governed.

The government or direftion of the coaft is principally vefted in the diredlor-general

as the fupreme ruler, from whom all governors of the out-forts receive their commands,

and fubordinate to whom they are obliged to aft, they not being empowered to tranfaft

any important affairs without his knowledge and entire confent ; but difficult affairs,

or thofe of greater importance, are cognizable to, and ought to be laid before

the affembly of counfellors, or council compofed of the direftor-general ; the fifcal,

in other things befides criminal cafes ; the chief-fadlors ; the enfign or banner-

bearer, and fometimes the accomptant-general, who jointly make up the council : to

which are added the fattors of the out-forts as occafional or extraordinary counfellors.

In this council every member is freely permitted to offer his thoughts on what is in

debate ; but a wary man will be apt to obferve which fide the governor is inclined to,

?nd not eafily be perfuaded to thwart him, whatever he thinks, left he fhould fall

under his difpleafure : this was fo well obferved during my ftay here, that I believe

there were very few refolutions of the council, which were contrary to the governor's

opinion : it is no very hard matter to believe this, fmce fome refpeft is due to him,

and befides, many have found their accompt by this fort of compliance, not thinking

themfelves obliged to enquire whether it agreed with the intereft of the Company or

not ; it was fufficient that they ferved themfelves ; the fhirt being nearer than the coat

(according to the proverb), they could not fee any great harm in it. But though this

is their opinion, I have always had other fentiments, though 1 have been fometimes

reftrained from exprefiing them for reafons which I fhall hereafter give yon. I have

often fmiled at the glittering title of the " Council of the North and South Coaft of

Africa," which you and others frequently give us, efpecially when I confider that we
are nothing lefs, and though we have all the name have none of the power. I doubt

not but you and moft in Europe take us for a regular and well-managed council, and

that nothing is tranfiifted without our confent. Alas ! my good friend, how are you

miftaken ! but if you would be informed how far the name and real thing agree, it is

neceffary you be firft informed that a direftor-general is a perfon who governs all others

from the higheft to the loweft on the coaft with an arbitrary power ; who may at plea-

fure oblige his inferiors to fubmit to his will, contrary to all reafon : and to go yet

farther, he can difcharge them their offices and fend them off the coaft, without giving

the leaft reafon for fo doing. Such a director as I have defcribed, coming into the

council, and firmly refolved to carry the thing to be debated ; I would fain know who
dare take the liberty to oppofe him, knowing how dear it may coft him, unlefs he be

backed by others, which he hath no great reafon to expeft : wherefore every man

9 rather
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rather choofeth to comply with a yea brother, than by contradiftlng the governor, to

incur his difpleafare, and do the Company no manner of fervice.

But if you afk me why a director, refolved to take no advice, but abfolutely follow

his own inclinations, doth ever fummon a council ; I anfwer, firfl, that the direftors

of the Company may be informed that he did fo, not knowing the ufe he made of
that aflembly. Secondly, when offenders are to be punifhed with capital or corporeal

punilhments ; that not being otherwife to be done than in form of law. And thirdly,

for the government of the coaft, which is refolved and fettled in the council, and left

when any thing happens wrong the governor Ihould want an excufe, he now being able

confidently to alledge that he afted by the advice of the whole council, by whom it

was alfo fo refolved, though their real opinions were at the fame time as different from
their fuffrages as eafl and weft.

In fliort, the council is of no other real ufe than to participate of the governor's
faults, and to flielter him from being anfwerable for them. Thus it clearly appears
that it is impoflible for the Company's affairs to fucceed under an an ill governor

:

v./herefore, for the intereft of the Company, I hope that its directors will for the future
diminilh the governor's power, charging him exprefsly to regulate himfelf more by the
advice of the council ; which, when the directors pleafe to do, I cannot doubt of feeing

a more regular government on the coaft, and all affairs managed with more juftice and
difcretion.

Now you are juftly informed of the nature of our council, would you defire to be a
member ? 1 believe not ; and for my part I affure you, that I would rather quit the
honour to obtain a liberty of being in reality a counfcllor, inftead of bearing the name
only. Yours, &c.

LETTER VIII. — The Infalubrity of the Coq/i, the Author's Opinion from whence it

proceeds.— The Difference betwixt the prcfent and former Seafons. — Some Injiances

if "violent Thunders^ and the Damage occafioned by them.

Sir,

YESTERDAY I fealed my laft to you, on fufpicion that the fhip would fail laft

night : but they being ftaid by an unavoidable obftacle one day longer, and I at pre-

fent at leifure, I have dedicated this day to your fervice in committing the following

lines to paper, which pleafe to honour with your perufal.

The Guinea Gold Coaft is fituate about the fifth degree of nothern latitude, from
which you may eafily infer that we live in a fcorching air, though not fo bad as is

reported : for it is become too cuftomary for men in their relations rather to add than
to diminifh. Several who have lived fome years here with me, muft ovm, as well as I,

that in the months October, November, December, January, February and March,
the heat is very violent here, but it is not fo hot in the fix remaining months, but that

it can be eafily borne without the leaft inconvenience : I have known the time when we
could as well have endured a fire, if we had not been aflramed, as in Europe about
September ; befides, the whole year is here refrelhed with cool evenings, fo that he
that hath lived here ten years, and confequently his body become opener than in Hol-
land, will not be" apt to complain very much of the heat.

The unvvholefomenefs of this coaft, in my opinion, feems chiefly owing to the heat
of the day, and coolnefs of the night ; which fudden change I am induced to believe

occafions feveral contrary effects in our bodies, efpecially in thofe who are not accuf-

tomed
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tomed to bear more heat than cold, by too haftily throwing off their cloaths to cool

too faft.

The fecond and greateft caufe which I can find is, that the Gold Coaft, from one end

to the other, fo greatly abounds with high mountains, in the valleys betwixt which,

every morning, a thick, Ainking, and fulphurous damp or mift rifeth, eipecially neai

rivers or watry places ; which mill fo fpreads itfelf, and falls fo thick on the earth, that

it is almoft impolTible to efcape the infeftion while we are falling, and our bodies more

fufceptible of it than the natives. This fog happeneth moft frequently in the ill feafon

of the fix months, which we here call winter, but more efpecially in July and Auguft

;

wherefore we are more feized with ficknefs in that time than in the good feafon, or

fummer. The flench of this unwholefome mill is very much augmented by the

Net^roes' pernicious cuftom of laying their fifli, for five or fix days, to putrify before

they cat it ; and their eafing their bodies round their houfes, and all over their towns

;

and if this odious mixture of noifome flenches very much affects the flate of health

here, it is not to be wondered, fince it is next to impoflibility, not only for new comers,

but thofe who have long continued here, to preferve themfelves entirely from its malign

effects. The great difference betwixt the European air and this, is fo obfervable, that

few come hither who are not at firft feized by a ficknefs which carries off a great

many, and that chiefly becaufe we are fo wretchedly unprovided with what Ihould com-

fort and nourilli thefe poor men ; for we have no help to have recourfe to but corrupted

medicines, and unfkilful phyficians, they being only ignorant barbei's, who bring

feveral into the utniofl danger of their lives : whereas, nature is flrong enough, by the

affiftance of good nourifliing diet and refloratives, it might probably recover the pa-

tient. But, alas ! how fliould he be able to get them ? For our medicines, as I have

before told you, are mofl of them fpoiled ; and for food, what is here to be gotten for

the common people, befides fifli and a dry lean hen ? And, indeed, were he able to

pay for better, here is nothing proper for a weak flomach ; for all the oxen or cows,

fheep and hens, are dry, lean, and tough : fo that a found man,' not to mention an

infirm one, hath enough to do to eat them. So that the befl, befide proper phyfic,

that the poor fick can get here, are culinary vegetables and fpoon-meats ; the director

and the chief fadtor are abundantly furnifhed with the former, but they are not in

every-body's reach.

There arc feveral who would fain perfuade us, that our men's ficknefs here is owing

to their own mifmanagement ; urging that they might very eafily prevent it by a regu-

lar life, and carefully avoiding all exceffes in eating and drinking ; but experience con-

vinces us of their miflake, for we daily fee the mofl temperate and regular men feized

with dangerous and too often mortal difeafes.

But it is indeed to be owned, that fome people here occafion their own ficknefs,

though that cannot be faid of all. If thefe men were more careful of their healths,

it is more than probable that fo many would not ficken and die here yearly as now do

;

but thefe rafh and inconfiderate wretches no fooner receive their pay, than (if not al-

ready indebted that fum) they lavifh it out irt palm-wine and brandy ; both which,

taken in excefs, are very pernicious : which is not the only inconvenience, for fpend-

inn- their money thus idly, they do not allow themfelves fufficient to buy neceffary

food ; the defedl of which they are then forced to fupply with bread, oil, and fait, or

at befl with a little fifh ; fo that it is hardly to be expe£ted that thefe men fhould be

healthful. This is the common courfe of life which the ordinary people here lead
;

and it were to be wifhed that their example was not followed by their Superiors ; ex-

ceffive drinking being here too much in vogue j and the larger their falary is, the

greater
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greater their third appears to be, and confequently the lefs regard had to the kitchen.

Some are alfo very lucky if their pay be not attached, and they entered into bonds as

deep as their prelent and future falary will fatisfy ; or what is worfe yet beyond all this,

in hopes only that their relations will fatisfy it : all which eats like a canker ; and yet

they are by ufe fo bigotted to drinking, that it would be impoffible to keep them from

it by blows : and to^ make the quicker work, they are as zealous votaries to Venus as

to Bacchus, and fo wafte the fmall portion of ftrength left them from tippling and the

ill air, and then adieu health, and foon after life itfelf. But it is, indeed, convenient

it fliould be fo ; another wants his place. If men lived here as long as in Europe, it

would be lefs worth while to come hither, and a man would be obliged to wait too

long before he got a good poft, without which nobody will eafily return rich from

Guinea, the chief perfons there being the only people who can lay up any thing, and

they not near fo much as is reported of them. However the money we get here is

indeed hardly enough acquired : if you confider we (lake our beft pledge, that is, our

lives, in order to it.

But to return to the unhealthfulnefs of this <:ountry :— Some here diflinguifh be-

twixt one place and another, and I am fomewhat inclined to their opinion : if they

choofe thofe places where the wind blows continually and very frefli, and where the

Negroes occafion the lead ftench, they are undoubtedly the moft healthful ; and as

fuch, I fliould prefer Boutry and Zacondee in the firft place.

How unwholefome foever this country is, yet we find very few of the natives afllifted

with any diftemper ; which yet is not much to be wondered at, fince their being

born in this air, and bred up in the ftench, are not liable to be infected with the one

or the other. The national difeafes here are the fmall-pox and worms ; by the former

of which, in thefe thirteen or fourteen years time, thoufands of men have been fwept

away ; and with the latter, they are miferably afflifted in all parts of their bodies, but

chiefly in their legs, which occafions a grievous pain, which they are forced to bear

till they can get the worm quite out, that being fometimes a month. The manner

which the artilis take to get it out is this : as foon as the worm is broken through the

tumour, his head commonly firfl: making its way, after they have drawn it out a little

way, they make it faft to a flick, about which they every day wind a fmall part of it,

till continuing this tedious method they have entirely wound out the whole, and the

patient is freed from his pain. But if the worm happens to break, they are put to a

double torture, the remainder part of the worm either rotting in the body, or breaking

out at fome other place. The Negroes are moft afliided with thefe worms ; but

though the Europeans are but feldom troubled with them, yet they do not efcape them

entirely. I have feen fome Negroes who had nine or ten of them at once, with which

ihey were inexprclTibly tormented. This worm-difeafe is frequent all the coaft over
;

but our men are moft tormented with it at Cormantyn and Apam, which perhaps may
be occafioned by the foul water which they are obliged to drink there. If you

would know the length of tliefe worms, Monfieur Focquenbrog obligeth you with a

pathetical defcription, by which you are informed that they are fome of them an cU

long, and fome as long as pikes, and have not the patience to ftay till the man is dead,

but feize him alive.

In the country of Ante feveral Negroes are afflifted with ravenous appetites, which

is thought to proceed from their drinking a fort of palm-wine called Crifia.

The natives are very much to be pitied, that being fhot, cut, or otherwife wounded
in their wars, they neither know nor have any other way of cure than by green plants,

which they boil in water and foment the part with that decodion, which proves efi'edual

in
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in fome cafes ; thefe vegetables being endowed with a wonderful fanatlve virtue. But
others either not knowing the fimples, or being ignorant how to prepare them aright,

apply their fomentations in vain : whilft the wound gangrenes, and at befl turns to a

running, -which continues the whole life. Thofe feized by the venereal diftemper are

alfo incurable, except they happening to be near our fort fall into our barbers' hands
;

who, for a good large fum of money, cure them.

Befides the above-mentioned diftempers, moll of the Negroes live healthful lives, but

feldom arrive to a great age : the reafon of which, owing to my ignorance, I dare not

pretend to affign. It is obfervable that there are feveral grey-headed people, who look

as if they were old, but indeed are not fo ; this, perhaps, may be owing to their too

early and exceffive venery, by which they fo enfeeble themfelves, that a man of fifty

fa good old age here), feized by any ficknefs, generally leaves this world. Nature's

didtates are very early underflood here ; and children of eight or nine years know very

well how the world is propagated, and before twelve they generally reduce their know-
ledge into pradlice : fo that it is next to an impoffibility to meet with a maid at marriage-

able years. The inhabitants for that reafon, to fecure a maidenhead, marry young,

and perhaps then have it juft as fecure as a handful of flies ; for the young children

hearing daily fuch difcourfe as is not very proper for their ears, and which is the com-

mon converfation of the Negroes, feldom have patience till they come to years of

maturity.

It will not be labour loft to fay fomething concerning the winter and fummer, or the

good and bad time, as it is called here ; and the great alteration of weather, which I

have obferved her>s In the fpace of ten years. The fummer is accounted to begin with

September, and continue the five fubfequent months, and the winter takes up the re-

maining fix months in the year, and is fub-divided into two rainy, two mifliy, and two

windy months : but the feafon alters fo much from year to year that we have in a

manner left off reckoning them ; the fummer comes fometimes a whole month earlier

one year than another, and the fame is alfo obferved of the mift and rain. In fhort,

they come fo confufed and uncertain, that it is impoffible to make any calculation of

them.

Formerly, when I firft came to the coaft, fummer and winter fucceeded alternately,

exactly at a certain time, and the latter was much feverer than at prefent. The rains

were fo violent, continuing for feveral days fucceflively as if the country were to be

drowned, and we expected a fecond deluge ; but at prefent are not either fo violent

or fo frequent. Axim, which is but twenty miles from Elmina, is generally more
moiftened with rains than any place upon the whole coaft : and I did not a little

wonder when I was firft placed there, that the rains continued fo long ; for afking one

of our military officers how long it commonly lafted, he told me above eleven months

and twenty-eight days in a year, and confequently every leap-year was bleffed with one

whole day of fair weather : but though the officer ftretched a little, yet it is undeniably

true, that it rains here at leaft half the year ; for which reafon only rice and trees can

grow, the other fruits being deftroyed by too much wet.

It is furprizing to obfervc that the ftorms or travadoes, as they are here called, are

in a few years fo very much lefTened ; and fince I am to fpeak of the winds and thun-

der here, I ftiall firft take notice how violent the wind ufed to blow here. You may
be informed by Monfieur Focquenbrog, that when he was here, fuch a great and

fudden ftorm arofe, that the fliips at fea durft not fail with full fail, for fear of being

overturned or fplit againft the rocks or ftiores : but at prefent here is not the leaft

reafon to be afraid j for though we are fometimes attacked by violent travadoes, or

ftorme
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ftorms of thunder, lightning, and wind, yet they do not come upon us either fo fud-

denly or forcibly as to occafion any very remarkable damage.

In fome old papers of the diredor Valkenburg concerning the coaft, I found that at

Elmina, in the year 1651, there was fuch a terrible thunder, which fo affrighted every

body that they thought the world was at an end : the gold and filver was melted in the

bags, which remained untouched ; and their fwords broken in the fcabbards, without

the latter being perceivably finged, as well as feveral ftrange accidents which then

happened : but the paper being worm-eaten I could not diftinftly read it, only I per-

ceived that they were in difmal apprehenfions for their gunpowder, the thunder feem-

ing mofl violent where that was.

About 1 69 1, when I was at Boutry, there was fuch a fierce and boiflerous florm

in the country of Ante, that hundreds or rather thoufands of trees were either thrown
down to the ground, or blafled by lightning. The flake which fupported our flag

was fhattered into fplinters from top to bottom, and yet remahied flanding, but fo torn

afunder, as if one or two hundred chifTels had been driven into it in order to fplit it.

The Negroes, in the fame terrified condition with us, being of opinion that the force

of the thunder is contained in a certain ftone, after the florm was over, brought one,

which they ridiculoufly believed had h fhattered our flag-pole : but no wonder they

were of that opinion, for in Europe, where we think we are better informed, feveral

people do not much differ from them. But what I have obferved of the effects of

thunder, is fufficient to convince me that it is inipofTible they fhould be caufed by a

flone ; nor is there any natural reafon for it, and with fupernatural things I have

nothing to do, but had rather believe it the effeds of a violent comprefTion of air ; but

the manner of its operation I leave the naturalifls to determine.

No; long after, a like accident happened to one of our fhips cruizing before Axim,
very much injuring its main-mafl and boltfprit.

In 1 69-; or 1694, the thunder broke all the drinking-glaftes of the fador's chamber,
and raifed up his child with the bed under it ; both which it threw fome feet diftant,

without the leaft hurt done. What do you think, fir ? was it po^ible for a flone to do
this ? I believe not.

Not long after this, the Englifh fort at Acra was fo roughly handled by the thunder,

that its walls were left fhattered with holes even to the powder-room, and fomepewter-

porrengers were melted into a lump : it is eafy to imagine with what terror they were

ftruck w hen they found it come fo near their powder.

When 1 had the government of Mouree, one of the turrets was rent feveral feet by a

clap of thunder ; and my conltable being lodged there, affirmed in the morning he

had received a violent fhock on his arm without any farther injury : however, I was
in great danger ; for having the day befire removed my powdor, I had caufed two or

three thoufand pounds of it to be brought into the garret, where it lay when the florm

began ; but I could not be eafy till it was carried to a fafer place, however before that

could be done I was in no fmall confufion.

From what I have related, you may colleO what fort of weather we were formerly

accuftomed to ; which fo feldom happens at prefent, that in the fpace of three or four

years we h ive not obferved any thing extraordinary of that nature to happen.

The diiftrence betwixt ihe heat and cold formerly and at prefent, is alfo very great

;

for the heat has been here fo exceffive in fummer-time, that we feemed'to have dog-

days as well as in Europe ; but now it is become more moderate and fupportable : the

cold was alfo then fo fierce in the nights, that we were perfuaded it froze, and in reality

we were not much in the wrong, for the earth, which ufually is very moift by reafon

VOL, XVI. 3 o of
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of the dew, was on the contrary dry and appeared whitifii. Some of my predeceffors

affirmed, that coming into their accompting-houfe in the morning, they found their

ink frozen : the truth of which I will not determine, but only hand it to you as I re-

ceived it.

But this I aflure you, that we have felt nights fo cold about September, that they

made us Ihake, as 1 told you before. The prefent winters are indeed cold, but not fo

fevere as formerly, though they continue longer ; for we have two thirds, or at leaft

half of the year winter : which while I am writii;^ I '~elieve you begin to think of, and

1 wifh it may happen to you in due feafon, and be fo mild as not to give you the leaft

uneafinefs, but afford you as much pleafure as is poflible to be wilhed by, Yours, &c.

LETTER IX. — Of the natural Dlfpofttlon and Manners of the Negroes on the Gold

Coq/i ; that they are icry fraudulent and crafty^ idle, and carelefs :— Of their

Clothing, Education of Children, and Compliments :— Their courteous Reception of
Vjfitants ; and their Manner of I'ifiting aviongjl the great Men :— Of their mamial

Arls ; Navigation, Fijhing, and Agriculture :— The Difference of Languages on the

Gold Coafl :— Their Nobility ; how jnatiy Degrees of Preference amongfi them :—
Their carelefs ill-contrived way of Building, and making their Roads :— Their mu/ical

Infiruments :— They have no Beggars amongfi them, only thoje fhamelefs 07ies who do

not want.— A Defcription of the Mulattoes.

Sir,

YOURS of the 24th, reached me in very good time. But my prefent intended

fubjed is likely fo to over-charge this, that for want of room I Ihall be obliged to defer

anfwering yours till the next opportunity, when I prornife not to fail.

I defign to treat of the natural temper of the natives ; and if this letter doth not fwell

to an unufual bulk, I fhall be at a lofs to do juftice to my fubjecb : wherefore I muft beg

your excufe for crowding fo many things into one letter fo immethodically, for you are

prefented with them as they occur to me ; and fo, fir, be pleafed to accept them.

To begin. The Negroes are all without exception, crafty, villainous and fraudu-

lent, and very feldom to be trufted, being fure to flip no opportunity of cheating an

European, nor indeed one another. A man of integrity is as rare among them as a

white falcon, and their fidelity feldom extends farther than to their mafters : and it

would be very furprifing, if, upon a fcrutiny into their lives, we fhould find any of them
whofe perverfe nature would not break out fometimes, for they indeed feem to be born

and bred villains ; all forts of bafenefs having got fuch fure footing in them, that it is

impoffible to lie concealed, and herein they agree very well with what authors tell us

of the Mufcovitcs. Thefe degenerate vices are accompanied with their fifters, floth

and idlenefs, to which they are fo prone that nothing but the utmoil neceffity can force

them to labour : they are bcfides fo incredibly carelefs and flupid, and are fo little

concerned at their misfortunes, that it is haidly to be obferved by any change in them
whether they have met with any good or ill fuccefs. An inftance of which is, that

when they have obtained a viftory over their enemies, they return home diverting them-

felves with leaping and dancing : but if on their fide they are beaten out of the field,

and utterly routed, they yet feaft and are merry, and dance, and can cheerfully fport

around a grave. In (hort, profperity and adverfity are no otherwife diftinguifliable in

them than in the cloathing and ihaving of their head, of which more hereafter. Mon-
fieur Focqucnbrog's defcription of them is undeniably true, when he informs us that

they feaft at graves, and if they fliould fee their country in flames, would cry out " let
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it burn," and not fuffer it in the leaft to interrupt their finging, dancing and drinking :

that they are equally infenfible of grief or neceiFity, fing till they die, and dance into

the grave.

This defcription is fo pertinent, I believe it cannot be mended in fo fev/ words. It

is true indeed, that they very greedily heap up money and goods, to which their minds

are ftrongly inclined : but after that they fet fo fmall a value upon them, that if they

meet with a very great lofs, you can never perceive it by their carriage, it never robs

them of an hour's repofe ; and they are no fooncr at their refting place, but like the

beads, they fleep perfectly undiflurbed by any melancholy reflections : fo that the advice,

not to take care for the morrow, feems defigned more pecuharly for the pra£tife of

thefe men.
Their young are extraordinarily vain, and defirous to pafs for perfons of quality,

though perhaps but flaves ; not\vithfl:anding which they mighty carefully adorn their

bodies, and are very fine in their way.

But now let us fee how they manage the affairs of drefs. The fafliibns of adorning

their heads are very various ; fome wear very long hair curled and platted together,

and tied up to the crown of the head ; others turn their hair into very fmall curls,

moiftening them with oil and a fort of die, and then adjull them in the fhape of rofes
;

between which they wear gold Fetiches, or a fort of coral here called Conte de Terra,

which is fometimes ot a quadruple value to gold, as alfo a fort of blue coral, which we
call Agrie, and the Negroes Accorri, which being moderately large, is fo much valued

that it is generally weighed againft gold. They are very fond of our hats, never think-

ing they pay too much for them. Their arms, legs and waift are adorfted with gold,

and the above-mentioned forts of coral. Their common habit is made of three or four

ells of either velvet, filk, cloth, Perpetuana, or fome fort of fluff; and feveral have

this fort of habit or Paan, as they call it, made of fifty forts of fluff. This they throw
about the body and roll it up into a fmall compafs, and make it fafl: ; fo that it hangs

from the navel downwards, covering the legs half way : about their arms they alfo

wear ornamental rings made of ivory, gold, filver, &c. and about their necks, firings

or chains of gold, and coral amongfl their above-mentioned drefs ; and I remember to

have feen feveral of thefe firings or chains worth above one hundred pounds flerling.

But thefe are the jewels, and they who want them are no company for thofe who have

them.

The Manceroes, or youth, do not drefs themfelves fo pompouflv ; but the Coboceros

or chief people are as meanly and plainly habited, choofing rather to pafs for poor than

rich men. They wear only a good Paan, a cap make of hart's (kin upon their heads,

and a llaff in their hands, like the old Ifraelites, and a firing or chain of coral about

their heads : and this is the diefs they daily appear in.

The commonalty, fuch a' wine-drawers, fifliermen, and fuch like, are very poorly

habited ; fome with an ell (
• two of forry fluff, others with a fort of girdle only drawn

through between their legs, and wrapped about them jufl to hide their nakednefs ; to

which the fifliermen add a cap made of harts' (kins or ruflics, though mofl of them
endeavour to get an old hat of the failors, which lerves thein hi hot as well as cold

weather. The men here ar^ nut fo very much addidcd to fumptuous attire ; but pride

even amongfl the favage, as well as in the Netherlands and all Europe over, feems to

have eftablifhed its thione aiv- fl the female fex : and accordingly tl;e women's drefs

is richer than the men's. La.l plat their hair very artfully, and place their Fetiches,

coral and ivory with a judicious air, and go much finer than the men. About their

necks they wear gold chains and ilruigs of coral, befides ten or twelve fmall white firings

3 u 2 of
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of Conte de Terra and gold ; about their arms and legs alfo they are plentifully ftored

therewith, and they wear them fo thick about their waift, that their nakednefs would

be fufficiently covered thereby if they wore no clothes ; and the rather becaufe they

always have a garter or rather girdle. Perhaps Mr. Conftantyn Huygens thought of

our black miftrefles, when he advifeth the men to two, and fome women to three gar-

ters ; and if llockings were in fafhion here, three garters would be foon thought as

neceflary as one is now : but this by the by. To return to our Negro ladies : on the

lower part of their bodies they wear a Paan, which often is three or four times as long

as that of the men : this they wind around their waift, and bind it on with a fillet of

red cloth, or fomething elfe about half an ell broad and two ells long, to make it fit

clofe to the body, both ends of the fillet hanging out on their Paan, which in ladies

of quality is adorned with gold and filver lace : on the upper part of their body they

caft a veil of filk or fome other fine fort of ftuff, whilft their arms are beautified with

rings of gold, filver and ivory. Thefe female Negroes, I can aflure you, are fo well

flcilled in their fafhions, that they know how to drefs themfelves up fufficiently tempt-

ing to allure feveral Europeans ; but their greateft power is over thofe who make
no difference betwixt white and black, efpecially when the former colour is not to be

found.

Having done with their clothes, let us fee how they educate their children, with

which the men never trouble themfelves in the leaft, nor the women much indeed : the

mother gives the infant fuck for two or three years ; which over, and they able to go,

then it is. Turn out, brutes : if it be hungry fhe gives it a piece of dry bread, and fends

it abroad wherever it pleafes, either to the market, or to the fea-fide to learn to fwim,

or any where elfe : nobody looks after it, nor is it any body's bufinefs to hinder its

progrefs. Thefe children are as well contented with dry bread, as ours with all man-
ner of delicacies ; they neither think of nor know any delicacies, nor are their mothers

troubled with them, but do their bufinefs undifturbed : when, on the other fide, if our

children can but go alone, we are continually perplexed' with thoufands of fears of

fome or other ill accidents befalling them.

Child-bearing is here as little troublefome as the men can wifh ; here is no long

lying-in, nor expenfive goffiping or groaning-feafts. I once happened to be near the

place where a Negro woman was delivered of two children in the fpace of one quarter

of an hour ; and when fhe feemed moft uneafy, I found it was not fufficient to urge any

fhrieks or cries from her, but the very fam.e day I faw her go to the fea-fide to walh

herfelf without ever thinking of returning to her bed : and indeed molt women are here

equally eafy in this particular, though it happens (but that is very feldomj that a

woman is obliged by illnefs to keep her bed fome days. Here is no provifions made
for linen or any neceflaries for the new-born infant, and yet all its limbs grow vigorous

and proportionate as in Holland, except only that they have larger navels than ordinary

with us ; but this is the mother's fault. If child-bearing were in all particulars fo eafy

in our country, but no more of this, left you ftiould tell your lady, and fhe bring

the Dutch women about my ears, and it is not Very advifeable to anger them. But to

return to our fubjeft ; the child is no fooner born than the pricft (here called Feticheer

or Confoe) is fent for, who binds a parcel of ropes and coral and other traih about the

head, body, arms and legs of the infant ; after which he exorcifes, according to their

accuftomed manner, by which they believe it is armed againft all ficknefs and ill acci-

dents ; and doubtlefs this is as efieftual as if done by the Pope himfelf. By this you
may obferve what power the priefts have over evil fpirits ; but when I come to defcribe

the marriage and married lives of the Negroes, I fhall prefent you with fomething more
1 1 concerning
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concerning child-bearing ; and at prefent proceed, only informing you that thefe ropes

and trafli ferve the children inftead of clothes, commonly till they are feven or eight

years of age; at which period they pride themfelves in a neceffary lappet of half an ell

of ftuffs.

If the father is a fifliennan or hufbandman, and the child a male, he breeds him up to

his avocation very early ; and the child now beginning to find that he mufl: foon fhift

for himfelf, he is fure to fecure all that a convenient opportunity will give him leave

againfl; that time, which his parents never contradift.

I have hinted vvirh what forry and how little food the Negroes content their children
;

which would hardly be poflible if they fared delicioufly themfelves. But they are not

guilty of this fort of intemperance, but live rather too foberly, two-pence a day being fuffi-

cient to diet one of them. Their common food is a pot full of millet boiled to the con-

fiftence of bread, or inftead of that, jambs and potatoes ; over which they pour a little

palm-oil, with a few boiled herbs, to which they add a ftinking fifh. This they efteem

a nice difh, for it is but feldom they can get the fifh and herbs : as for oxen, flieep,

hens, or other fle(h, they only buy that for holidays; of which more in another place.

The Negroes are not fo i'paring in their diet becaufe they do not defire better food, of

which we have fulFk-ient proof when they eat with us, for they are then fure to fatiate

themfelves with the beft at the table, at that rate, as if they were laying in for three

days. Nor is it for want of money that they live thus, but only out of pure fordid

covetoufnefs.

I have been fometimes of opinion that they thought all dear things unwholefome.
The diet I have defcribcd, is that of the cgmmonalty ; nor do the rich fare much
better : they allow themfelves a little more fifh, and a few more herbs. But for an

extraordinary difh they take fifh, a handful of corn, as much dough, and fome palm-

oil, which they boil together in water, and this they call Mallaget ; and is, I can afTure

you, a lordly entertainment amongft them ; and, to fpeak truth, it is no very difagree-

able food to thofe who are ufed to it, and is very wholefome in this country.

Though the Negroes eat fo poorly and fo little, they drink the more, being great

lovers of ftrong liquor ; and let the world go how it will, they mufl have brandy in

the morning, and palm-wine in the afternoon ; and he that hath one penny in money,
thirfleth after three pennyworth of drink, which is welcome to them night and day

;

and we are forced to give ftricff orders to our men to watch our cellars at night, for

they know too well how to get at them. They are fo befotted to ftrong liquors and
tobacco, that you may equally entruft bacon to a cat, as either of them within their

power. The women arc as guilty of this vice as the mc-n ; and, as if it were a virtue,

their children are taught it at the age of three or four years.

The falutations and civilities of the Negroes claim a place here, as being remarkably

peculiar. Upon accidentally meeting each other, the Htlutation is pulling off the hat

or cap, or uncovering the head, amongfl thofe Negroes who converfe with us ; but the

in-land people do not eflcem the uncovering of the head for any fign of refpcft. Next,

they afk after each other's welfare, but not like our manner, by enquiring after one

another's health ; but the firll queftion is, " How did you fleep ?" to which the reply

is, " Very well :" and the other returns the queftion to the firit, who, if he hath flcpt

well, tells him fo. From whence we may obfervc, that the Negroes conceive good
found fleep to be the mcfl neceffary prefervative of health. ^Vhen one Negro is

vifitcd by another, he takes his gucfl by the hand, and nipping his two middle fingers

together, he bids him welcome : this is the ceremony in ule, if this be his firft viiit :

but if he hath been there before, and is returned again, he cxprefTeth his welcome by
telling
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telling him, " You went out and are returned," intimating they wifli him good fortune ;

to which he anfwers, ." I am come again :" and this paffeth current on both fides for

refined civility. They are very obligingly civil, when they receive vifits from a perfon

who lives in another country. As foon as the compliments are pafTed, the wife, or a

flic-flave, brings water, greafe or ointment, to wafh and anoint the ftranger, herein

agreeing with the ancient times, who were accuftomed to wafh and anoint the feet of

their guefts.

The vifits of kings, and thofe of the befl: rank, are accompanied with feveral odd
ceremonies : for inftance, when a lord or king of a town is advanced very near to, or

reaches that king's town he intends the honour of a vifit to, he difpatches one of his

attendants to compliment and advife him of his coming ; who, on the other fide, is

fure to fend back a meffenger of his own, with his ambaffador, to compliment and

aflure him of a hearty welcome. While they are on their way, the king or general

ranges all his foldiers in battle-array, in the market-place, or before his palace ; thefe

being frequently about three or four hundred men, who fit down, expecting the

approach of their gueft ; who, to exprefs his ftate and grandeur the mofl efleftually,

takes care to advance but flowly, and is attended by a great number of armed men,

who, leaping and dancing, alfo make a difmal military noife.

Having at laft reached the place where the other fits expecting him, he doth not

make direftly towards him, but detaches all his unarmed people of fafliion to prefent

their hands, by way of falutation, to the other's men, that are next or around him,

as well as to himfelf: after all which, at laft, the two kings or generals, armed with

fliields, make their mutual approaches ; and if the vifitant be of higher rank than

himfelf, or he defigns to honour him with an extraordinary reception, he embraces

and bids him welcome three times fucceffively : but if his vifitant be below him, he

welcomes him by barely thrice prefenting his hand to him, and filliping his middle

finger, which is done in three fucceffive advances ; which being ended, the gueft and

his attendance fit down oppofite to the other, expecting him to come and welcome him

and his followers, which is alfo foon after done, with three circular advances ; after

which he returns to his place and fits down, fending perfons to falute and welcome the

reft of his vifitant's troop, to afk after their health and the intent of their coming,

which the chief generally anfwers by meflengers of his own. Thefe mutual ceremonies

frequently laft aii hour or two, or till the entertainer rifes and obliges his gueft to go

into his houfe, v/here he is prefented by the king and the great men of the town with

fheep, fowl, jammes, or whatever is agreeable ; and thus ended this tedious falutation,

which I have fpent too much time in defcribing ; but I hope you will not be tired with

it, for in order to abridge it I have omitted feveral circumftances.

In the beginning of this letter, I told you the Negroes were very idle, and not eafily

prevailed on to work, as well as that they had very few manual arts ; all which, indeed,

are employed chiefly in the making of wooden or earthen cups, troughs, matting of

chairs, making of copper ointment-boxes, and arm-rings of gold, filver, or ivory,

with fome other trafti. Their chief handicraft, with which they are beft acquainted,

being the fmithery ; for with their forry tools they can make all forts of war-arms that

they want, guns only excepted, as well as whatever is required in their agriculture and

houfe-keeping. They have no notion of fteel, and yet they make their fables and

all cutting inftruments. Their principal tools are a kind of hard ftone, inftead of an

anvil, a pair of tongues, and a fmall pair of bellows, with three or more pipes, which

blow very ftrong, and are an invention of their own. Thefe are moft of their arts,

befides that of making of Fetiches, which I have before informed you of j but their

moll
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mod artful works are the fine gold and filver hat-bands, which they make for us, the

thread and contexture of which is fo fine, that I queflion whether our European artifts

would not be put to it to imitate them : and indeed if they could, and were no better

paid than the Negroes, they would be obliged to live on dry bread.

You muft not take it ill that this letter is filled up with a medley of all forts of fub-

jefts ; that, according to our proverb, " I jump from the ox to the afs ;" for I ufually

write what firll occurs to my memory. Having once mentioned their navigation,

which is not very confiderable, I fhall acquaint you they ufe a fort of boats called

Canoas, the largeft of which are about thirty foot long, and fix bror.d : froni this fize

they go down to the fmallefl: fort, which are about thirteen or fourteen foot long

and three or four broad ; the biggefl: of thefe being capable of carrying a reafonable

merchant-man's boat lading; we generally ufe them in the tran fportation of our

goods from place to place : they are rowed in proportion to their fize, by two, three,

five, feven, nine, eleven, or fifteen rowers j which, when they exceed two, muft
always be an odd number, becaufe they are obliged to fit in couples, and an odd one
is requifite to fteer. Inflead of oars they ufe a fort of paddle, made like a fpade,

having a handle about the fame length ; with which paddling the water, with an under-

hand itroke, they keep the Canoa in a very fwift courfe. With the leaft fort of Canoas,
with two or three men in each, they generally go a fifliing, which leads me to their

filhing-tackling, confiding of great and fmall hooks, alfo harping-irons, which they

ufe when they have hooked a great fifli : they are bcfides furnifhed with calling as

well as other large nets, which laft they plant in the fea over-night, and draw them in

the morning, when they are frequently full of all forts of fifli ; but if a fword-filh,

or any other fuch rough gueft happens to get in the net, it is fure to be torn in pieces

with the fvvord's fnout ; but this damage is eafily prevented, if the Negroes are

timely informed of it ; for they go two or three Canoas in company, well furnifhed

with harping-irons ; and confidering they greedily eat this fort of fifii, if they can but

lake him, he makes amends for two or three broken nets.

I fhall here fay nothing of their agriculture, not only becaufe I have already touched
upon it, but by reafon I hope for a better opportunity of treating that fubjed.

Though the Gold Coafl: is not extended above fixty miles in length, yet we find

there feven or eight feveral languages, fo different that three or four of them are

interchangeably unintelligible to any but the refpeftive natives. The Negroes of Jun-

more, ten miles above Axim, cannot imderftand thofe of Egira, Abocroe, Ancobcr,
and Axim : there is indeed a vaft dill'erence in their languages, 'i'hat of,Axim is a

very difagreeable brutal found ; that of Ante very different horn it, though not much
more beautiful ; but more fhocking is that of Acra, not having the lead fimilitude with

any of the rell. The other Coaft Negroes, thofe of Aquamboc only excepted, generally

underftand one another ; but the in-land Negroes is by much the pleafantefl and moil
agreeable ; I mean thofe of Dinkira, Akim, Acanny, and Adorn ; this difference is

eafily difcernible to a perfon but the lead acquainted with their languages, and appears

as that betwixt Brabanders and foreigners : and if the Negroes, whom we daily con-

vcrfe with, who live about our forts, cxprefl'ed themfelves as agreeably as the others,

it would be no difficult matter to learn their language in two or three years, which we
find at prefent we can fcarce do in ten, at lead not in any fort of perfeftion. Some
of us, amongd which I dare reckon myfclf, have made fuch a progrefs, that wc
undcrdand the greatefl p;irt of it, though we can hardly hit the pronunciation. l"he

found of fome words is fo ftrange, that though we have often endeavoured to ex-

prefs them with our European letters, yet we have never been able to do it ; and the

Negroes
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Negroes can neither write nor read, and confequently have no ufe of letters, which

renders it impoflible for us to trace their faults. Dr. Dapper, who never was here,

hath adventured to exprefs their words ; which, though I may pretend to fome know-

ledge of their languages, I dare not attempt, being affured I Ihall not fucceed much

better than he.

Could the Negroes, as I havcfaid, either read or write, we fhould be able to learn

their tongues fpeedily, by obferving the letters which exprefled each thing ; but having

no other afllilance than the bare found, I think, it is folly to attempt farther. Where-

fore, fir, I hope you will expedl no more on this head.

I remember to have met with fome hints in a certain author tending to a defcription

of feveral noble families ; but in all the time of my refidence here, I have not been

able to difcover what fort of people thefe were who put any value upon the nobility of

families : I fhall not take up much of your time in enquiries what difference there is

betwixt one Negro and another, or why one is more efteemed than another ; fur if I

Ihould dwell ever fo long on this fubjed, the refult is, only the richell man is the moft

honoured, without the leaft regard to nobility.

I have obferved five degrees of men amongfl: the Negroes ; the firft of which are

their kings or captains, for the word is here fynonymous.

The fecond, their Caboceros, or chief men ; which reducing to our manner of ex-

preffion, we fhould be apt to call them Civil fathers ; whofe province is only to take

care of the welfare of the city or village, and to appeafe any tumult.

The third fort are thofe who have acquired a great reputation by their riches, either

devolved on them by inheritance or gotten by trade. And thefe are the perfons which

fome authors have reprefented as noblemen ; but whether they are in the right or not,

fhall hereafter plainly appear.

The fourth are the common people employed in the tillage of wines, agriculture and

fiftiing.

The fifth and laft are the flaves, either fold by their relations, taken in war, or come

fo by poverty.

Thefe five being the only degrees which are to be found amongft the Negroes ; let

us enquire by what means they arrive at any of the three firft.

Firft, the dignity of king or captain in moft of thefe countries, defcends hereditarily

from father to fon, and in defed of iffue to the next male-heir ; though fometimes fo

much regard is had to his riches in flaves and money, that he who is plentifully ftored

with thefe, is often preferred to the right heir.

The inauguration of a king is not clogged with many pompous ceremonies ; for

coronations and coronation-oaths being here equally unknown, the new king is fhewn

to the people, and fometimes carried ihrough his territories ; and the whole affair ter-

minates in one merry day : but in cafe of competitorfhip, when two pretend to that

dignity at the f^mie time ; lor confirmation of the loyalty of their followers, each pre-

tender obliges his refptdive party to an oath of allegiance ; without this happens all

things run very fmoothiy,' fome offerings only made, as ufual here on all folemn

occafions. The principal men or Caboceros are commonly limited to a fet number;
but fome of them dying, and the vacancies not filling, when upon aifembling together

they find their number too fmall, they chofe out ot the commonalty perfons well ad-

vanced in years to compleat their number (for young men are feldom admitted into

this honourable affembly), who are obliged to exprefs their gratitude to their eleding

brethren by a prefent of a cow and fome drink ; after which they are lawfully admitted

and confirmed. The cuftom of Axim obliges the candidate for this dignity to be 3

native



t

bosman's guinea. 393

native of that country living at Axiin, at leafl keeping a houfe there, inhabited by one

of his wives, or fomc of his family, and fometimes refiding there himfeif; which is

foniewhat like our being obliged to keep fire and liglit to prefcrve our right of citizens

in Holland. If there be one alone, or feveral, he or they are all brought to our fort

and prefented to our factor, with a requcft that they may be admitted into their fociety ;

who, if he hath nothing to objeft againft him, adminiflcrs an oath to him on the Bible,

obliging him to be and remain true to the Netherlanders, and to aid and aiUfl them
to the utmod of his power againft all their enemy's whatfoever, whether Europeans

or Negroes, and deport himfeif on all occafions as a loyal fubjeft : after which he takes

an oath, not unlike the former, refpecting his own nation ; both which oaths are con-

firmed by an imprecation, " That God would ftrike him dead if he fwore contrary to

his intentions, or doth not keep his oath ;" in farther confirmation of which the Bible

is held to his brcafl: and laid on his head, which are the ceremonies ufed to render the

oath obligatory : this done, the fa£lor having regiftered his name, acknowledges him a

member of their aflenibly, and admits him to all the rights, privileges, and advantages

appendant thereto ; and having made the due prefents to his brethren, he is a Caboceer
during his life. In other places on the coaft the election of a Caboceer is fomewhat
different ; but it being fo well regulated at Axini, I fliall content myfelf with defcribing

that only.

The third fort of Negroes are thofe enriched either by inheritance or trade ; who, to

acquire a reputation and great name aniongft their lellow-citizens, buy about feven

fmall elephants* teeth, which they make into blowing-horns ; upon which they caufe

their family to be taught all fort of tunes ufual, according to the extravagant courfe

of the country : which, when they have learned, they inform all their relations and
acquaintance that they intend to fhew their blowing-horns publicly, that they may
come and make merry with them for feveral days together ; whilfl they, their wives,

and flaves appear with as much pomp and fplendour as is poffible, borrowing gold and
coral of their friends to make the greater fhow, and diftributing prefents amonglt them :

fo that this extravagant ceremony becomes very expenfive. This initiatory fellival

being over they are free to blow upon their horns at plcafure, which none are per-

mitted who have not thus aggrandized themfelvcs ; but if they are inclined to divert

ihemfelves are obliged to borrow them. How contradictory is the courfe of things in

this world ! in fome placs« men are obliged to beg hard and make intcrcfl for horns,

whilfl; they come home to the houfes of others as unexpected as undcfired.

A Negro thus far advanced in honour, ufually makes himfeif mafler of firfl one and
then another fliield : of which he makes a fhew as public and pompous as that of the

Jiorns ; and is obliged to lie the firfl: night with all his family in battle array in the

open air, intimating that he will not be afraid of any danger or hardfliip in defence of

his people. After which he pafl'es the next and the remaining days of the feaft:, which

are generally about eight, in Ihooting and martial exercifes, as well as dancing and all

forts of mirth ; himfeif, his wives, and family being as richly drcfl; as they pollibly

can ; and all that he hath in the world expofed to public view, and removed from
place to place. But this feflival is not fo expenfive as the former ; for inflcad of

making prefents, as ufual in that, he here on the contrary receives very valuable pre-

fents ; and when he defigns to divert himfeif, or go to the war, he is permitted to

carry two fhields : a favour not allowed to any who hath not thus qualified himfeif.

Thefe are the nobility which authors boafl of on this coaft ; but that in reality they

are not fo is plain, becaufe no perfon can ennoble himfeif, but mufl. be fo by birth, or

by creation of another : in which they are both deficient ; for by birth they are only

VOL. xvi, 2 ^ flaves,
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flaves, and confequently widely diilant from nobles, and they owe their advance only

to themlelves and their money ; their port of honour here being always open to him

who is rich enough to bear the expence. Befides, in other places nobility engages

thoie honoured with it firmly in the public fervice of their King or country ; which

thefe are not the lead: concerned for, applying themfflves to nothing but trade : but if

any are foud of having them gentlemen and noblemen, I fliall let them remain lb.

And it will not a little redound to my honour, that I have for feveral years fuccefllvely

been waited on by one of thcfc noblemen in the capacity of a footman, without having

tl\e leaft refpect to his nobility.

The fourth and fifth fort need no other account to be given of them, than that they

are common people and flaves.

Thefe blowing-horns naturally lead me to a defcription of the mufical inftruments

with which they divert themfelves. But I {hall firft inform you that the Negroes, in

building their villages,, have not the leaft regard to the pleafantnefs of the fituation.

With us, indeed, it is ufual, and is doubtlefs very reaionable to put a high value

upon a fine profpeft and pleafant walks ; but thefe lumpifh wretches frequently choofe

a dry and difagreeable place to build on ; negledting at the fivme time well-planted hills,

charming valleys, and beautiful rivers ; which they have in great abundance, and

fcrve them for no ufe nor afford them any diverfion. They are full as indifterent and

negligent in the making of their roads, they being generally as rough and perverfe as-

the people themfelves: a road which need not to be above two miles in length, fre-

quently becomes three by its crookednefs and unevennefs ; and though they have been

often made fenfible of this inconvenience by us, and a very little trouble would mend
them, yet they wiil not alter them ; the way once made mull flill remain, though it

kads- them twice as far out of the way.

Their mufical inftruments are various, and very numerous ; but all of them yield a

horrid and barbarous fhocking found ; the chief of them are the mentioned horns,.

madfe, as I have already told you, of fmall elephants' teeth ; though not io very fmall

but fome of them weigh betwixt twenty and thirty pounds, and others more : to

adorn thefe they cut in them feveral images of men and beafts ; and that fo finely that

it feems to be done literally in obedience to the fecond commandment : for, indeed, it

is difficult to difcern w-hether they are mofc like men or beafts; at the lower end of

thefe horns is a piece of rope coloured black with hen's or- flieep's blood, and at the

ftnall end is a fquare hole j at which by blowing they produce a fort of extravagant

noife ; which they reduce to a fort of tone and meafure, and vary as they pleafc :

fometimes they blow upon thefe horns fo well, that though it is not agreeable, yet it is

not fo horrid as to require a whole bale of cotton annually to flop one's ears, asFocquen-

brog has it.

Their fecond fort of inftruments are their drums, of which there are about ten

levcral forts, but moft of them are excavated trees, covered at one end with a fheep-

ikin,. and left open at the other, which they fet on the ground like a kettle-drum, and

when they remove it they hang it by a firing about their necks : they beat on thefe

drums with two long fticks,. made hammer-fafliion, and fometimes with a ftraight ftick.

or their bare hands, all w^hich ways they produce a difmal and horrid noife ; the drums
being generally in confort with the blowing of the horns, which afford the moft charm-
ing affes*^ mufic that can be imagined : to help out this they always fet a little boy to

ftrike upon a hollow piece of iron, with a piece of v/ood, which alone makes a

aoife more dcteftable than tho drums and horiia together.

©f.
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Of late they liave invented a fort of fmall drums, covered on both fides with a fkin,

and extended to the fliape of an hour-glafs : the noife they afford is very like that our

boys make with their pots they play with on holidays, with this difference only,

that thefe have iron rings, which makes fome alteration in the found. It would be
ridiculous to tire you with all the inftruments of the Negroes j I fliall therefore take

leave of this fubjeifl, by defcribing the beil they have, which is a hollow piece of

wood, of two hands-breadth long, and one broad; from the hinder-part of this a flick

comes crofs to the fore-part, and upon the inftrument are five or fix extended firings

;

fo that it bears fome fort of fimilitude to a fmall harp, or, if you will, is not very

unlike the modern Greek niufical inllruments, and affords by much the mofl agreeable

found of any they liave here. Having faid enough on this fubjed, let us turn ourfelves

to another.

What is mofl commendable among the Negroes, is, that we find no poor amongft
them who beg ; for though they are never fo wretchedly poor, they never beg ; the

reafon of which is, that when a Negroe finds he cannot fubfift, he binds hiinfelf for a

certain fum of money, or his friends do it for him ; and the mafter to whom he hath

obliged himfelf, keeps him in all necelTaries, letting him a fort of talk, which is not in

•the leafl flaviffi, being chiefly to defend his n;afier on occafion, and in fowing time to

work as much as he himielt pleafcs. So that, as I have before told you, here are no
beggars obliged to be fo by poverty ; but ffiamelefs beggars, without the leait neceility,,

are fo plentiful, that they all undifiinguilhably defcrve that name : a king himfelf is

not afliamed to beg, and that for fiich mean things as he might buy for one penny
or two-pence ; they are fo fcandalouily importunate, that it is impoilible to get from
them without giving them fomething.

Though I have been tedious in this, I hope you will pardon it ; for I mufl: own my
itch of icribbling is not yet over, and I cannot help giving yoo an account of a won-
derful and extraordinary fort of people, I mean the Taposyers or Ivlulattoes, a race

begotten by Europeans upon the Negro or Mulatto women. This baflard ftrain is

made up of a parcel of profligate villains, neither true to the Negroes nor us, nor in-

-deed dare they trull one another ; fo that you very rarely fee them agree together.

They afl'ume the name of Chriflians, but are as great idolaters as the Negroes them-
A-lves. Mofl of the women are public whores to the Europeans, and private ones to

the Negroes ; fo that I can hardly give them a charader fo bad as they deferve. I can
only tell you, whatever is in its own nature worll in the European and Negroes, is

united in them ; fo that they are the fink of both. The men, moil of which are

foldiers in our fervice, are cloathed as we are, but the women prink up themfelves in a
particular manner : thofe of any faihion wear a fine fliift, and over that a Ihort jacket

of filk or fluff", without -fleeves, which reaches from under the arms to their hips,

faflened only at the fhoulders : upon their heads they wear feveral caps, one upon the

other ; the uppermofl of which is of filk, plated before and round at the top, to

make it fit fall ; upon all which they have a fort of fillet, which comes twice or thrice

around the head. Thus drcffed, they make no fmall ffiew : on the lower part of their

body they are cloathed as the Negro-women are ; and thofe who are poor are only
diilinguimable by their drefs, they going naked in the upper part of their body.

The whole brood, when young, are far from htndibme, and when old, are only fit

to fright children in their beds. If a painter were obliged to paint envy, I could wiffi

him no better original to draw after than an old Mulatto-woman. In procefs of time

their bodies become fpeckled with white, brown, and yellow fpots, like the tigers,

which they alio refemble in their barbarous nature; but I fliall here leave them, for

3 li 3 fear
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fear it may be thought that I am prejudiced by hatred againft thein ; but fo far from

that, that there is not a fingle perfon who hath any thing to do with them, but he

muft own they are not wortfi fpeaking to. Well, as difagreeable as it is to be obliged

to fuch company, I have this fatisfaftion, that it cannot be fo irkfome to me here, as

it will be agreeable to me to tell you in a few months, viva voce, how much I am
yours, &c.

LETTER X. — Dcfcribing tbe'feveral Religions of the Negroes ; their Opinions of a
Deity, and different Sentiments concerning the Creation of Man.— Manner offolemn

fwearing on feveral Occafions ; the Manner of afking Quejlions of their Idol, bow it is

7nanagcd, and the Frauds of their Pricjis on that Account ; bow, and on what Occa-

fions, public andfolemn Exercifes of Religion are here enjoined ; every private Perfon

hath bis particularfalfe God, and Holidays which be appoints in honour of that ; the

Offerings to it.— Which would be the vioji effedual Way to convert the Negroes to

Chri/iianity.— Of theirforbidden Meats.— Their Opinions concerning theirfalfe Gods ;

the Reward of Good and Evil. — Of Murder and Adultery, iffc. wherefore amongst

them.— Various Opinions of a future Life. — Miraculous Priejls living in the in-land

Country.— What the Negroes think of Devils, Conjurors and Apparitions ; how they

ejeEl Devils.— Only two Feflivals among them. — The Difference betwixtfortunate arid

unfortunate Days.— They are veryfuperfiitious ; an Inflance thereof.

Sir,

MY lafl was very long, and if I treat the fubjedt largely, this will not be much
(horter. For the religion of the Negroes, of which I defign to fpeak, will afford mat-

ter enough for a book alone, by reafon of the numerous and different forts of it ; for

there is no village or town, nay, I had almoft faid no private family which doth not

differ from another on this head ; but not thinking it worth while to recount all the

various opinions, I fhall therefore pafs them over, and only fpeak of their public reli-

gion and worfliip, in which they almoft all agree,

Almofl all the Coaft Negroes believe hi one true God, to whom they attribute the

creation of the world and all things in it, though in a crude indigefted manner, they

not being able to form a juft idea of a Deity. They are not obliged to themfelves nor

the tradition of their anceftors for their opinion, rude as it is, but to their daily con-

verfation with the Europeans, who from rime to time have endeavoured to implant this

notion in them. There are two reafons which confirm me in this fentiment ; firll, that

they never make any offerings to God, nor call upon him in time of need ; but in all

their difficulties they apply themfelves to their Fetiche (of which more hereafter), and
pray to him for fuccefs in their undertakings : the fecond is, the difl'erent opinions of

fome of them concerning the creation ; for a great part of the Negroes believe that man
was made by Ananfie, that is, a great fpider : the reft attribute the creation of man to

God, which they affert to have happened in the following manner : they tell us that

in the beginning God created black as well as white men ; thereby not only hinting,

but endeavouring to prove, that their race was as foon in the world as ours ; and to

beftow a yet greater honour on themfelves, they tell us that God having created thefe

two forts of men, offered two forts of gifts, viz. gold, and the knowledge or arts of

reading and writing, giving the Blacks the firft election, who chofe gold, and left the

knowledge
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knowledge of letters to the White*. God granted their requeft, but being incenfed at

their avarice, refolved that the Whites fliould for ever be their mailers, and they obliged

to wait on them as their flaves. Others again affirm, that man at his firft creation was
not fhaped as at prefent ; but that thofe parts which ferve for the diftinfl:ion of fexes in

men and women, were placed more in view, for the convenience of propagation : What
think you, fir, is not this a ridiculous notion ? Would it not be very obliging to the Turks
to fometimes gratify their bedial appetites with women in an unnatural manner, not to

mention their Sodomy with men.

I have found very few Negroes of this fentiment ; but having afked thofe who are

its aflertors, when the fhape of men was altered to its prefent ftate ; they replied, that

God had done it out of refpecl: to modefty, when the world became fo well peopled that

the prefent (liape was fufficient to preferve the race of mankin^. Others on the Gold
Coafl would perfuade us that the lirlt men came out of holes and pits, like that at pre-

fent in a great rock on the fea, near our fort of Acra. But it is time to ftop my hand,
for if I fliould particularize all their notions concerning the creation, the moon and
ftars, inftead of being fliort I Ihoukl grow infupportably tedious. I fhall only tell you,
that Father Kirchen would not find it very difficult to perfuade them that the planets

are peopled, or at leaft the moon ; for they have already difcovered a fellow beating

a drum in her.

I promifed juft now to explain the word Fetiche, which is ufed in various fenfes.

Fetiche or Bolfum in the Negro language, derives itfelf from their falfe God, which
they call Boffum. Are they inclined to make offerings to their idols, or defire to be
informed of fomething by them, they cry out. Let us make Fetiche ; by which they
exprefs as much as " let us perform our religious worfliip, and fee or hear what our
God faith." In like manner, if they are injured by another, they make Fetiche to

deftroy him in the following maimer : they caufe fome vi£luals and drink to be exorcifed

by their P'eticheer or priefl, and fcatter it in fome place which, their enemy isaccuftomed
to pafs ; firmly believing, that he who comes to touch this conjured fluff fhall certainly

die foon after. Thofe who are afraid of this, coming to fuch places, caufe themlelves

to be carried over them, for it is the wonderful nature of this exorcifed trafh, that then
it docs not in the leaft affect the perfbn, nor can it at all affect thofe who carry him, or

any body elfe befidcs him. So that though the art of poifoning is a favourite peculiar

to the Italians, yet they have always found themfelves obliged to endanger the innocent'

to come at the guilty, and never yet could hit on fo diftinguifhing and difcrect a poifbn

as this of our Negroes; though I muft confefs I like that of the Italians fo little, that

I had rather walk over all that the Negroes can lay for me, than have any thing to do
with theirs.

If they are robbed, they make ufe of much the fame means for the difcovery and con-

dign punifliinent of the tliief : they are fo obftinately bigotted to this opinion, that if

you fliould produce a hundred inltances of its impotence, it would be impoffible to alter

their fentimcnts, they having always fomething ready on which to charge its contrary

fuccefs. It any perfon be caught throwing tliis poilbn, lie is very feverely punifhed,

nay, fometimes with death, though it be on the lafl; account of thieving, which is here
freely allowed. Obligatory fwearing they alfo call making of Fetiches ; is any obliga-

tion to be confirmed, their phrafe is, " let us as a faither confirmation make Fetiches."

• The Negroes believe that there is no golJ in any other countries bcfides thrir own ; and that no
Blacks have any knowledge of the art of letters ; nor have »hey any notion of the extent of the world but
what they recoiled from our ipformalious.

When
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When they drink the oath-draught, it is ufually accompanied by an imprecation, that

the Fetiche may kill them if they do not perform the contents of their obligation. Every
perfon entering into any obligation is obliged to drink this fwearing liquor. When any

nation is hired to the affiflance of another, all the chief ones are obliged to drink this

liquor, with an imprecation, that their Fetiche may punifli them with death, if they do
not ailill them with utmoft vigour to extirpate their enemy. But oaths on this occafion

are fo frequently taken and broken, that they themfelves have' no great opinion of

them ; befides, they have found out away to ablblve themfelves from their oaths, take

the money of thofe who have hired them to the affiliance, and aft directly contrary to

their obligation ; for having entered into this folemn engagement or oath, in the pre-

fence of their priefl:, they doubt not in the leaft but that it is in his power to free them
of the obligation. This, you will be apt to fay, looks a little like the papacy ; but I will

afl'ure you it is in reality, as I have reprefented it. But of late years feme Negroes

are fo refined, that before they take their contrachory oaths, they oblige the prieft to

fwear firft, and drink the oath-draught, with an imprecation, that the Fetiche (hould

puniOi him with death, if he ever abfolved any .perfon from their oath without the

unanimous confent of all interefted in that contraft. Oaths taken in this manner are

generally kept unviolated and punttually performed. If you alk what opinion the Ne-
groes have of thofe who falfify their obligations confirmed by the oath-drink, they

believe the perjured perfon Ihall be fwelled by that liquor till he burfls ; or if that

doth not happen, that he fhall fliortly dieof a languifliing ficknefs : the firfl: punifhment

•they imagine more peculiar to women, who take this draught to acquit themfelves of

any accufation of adultery ; and if I may be allowed to make a comparifon, this drink

feems very like the bitter water adminiftered to the women in the Old Tellament by way
of purgation from the charge of adultery. Thus, in the defcription of the religion of

the Negroes, I find myfclf infenfibly fallen upon their oaths ; but fmce even that is a

part of religious worfliip, I have fome excufe tor purfuing that fubjed yet a httle

farther. If any perfon is fufpedted of thievery and the indictment is not clearly made
out, he is obliged to clear himfelf by drinking the oath-draught, and to ufe the impre-

cation, that the Fedche may kill him if he be guilty of thievery. The feveral ways of

taking oaths are fo numerous, that I fhould tire you as well as myfelf with a repetition

of them : wherefore I fliall content myfelf with adding only one efteemed the molt

folemn and obligatory, which is only ufed on important occafions, and is in the follow-

ing manner

;

Each priefl or Feticheer hath his peculiar idol, prepared and adjufled in a particular

and different manner, but moft of them like the following defcription : — They have a

great wooden pipe filled with earth, oil, blood, the bones of dead men and beafts,

feathers, hair, and, to be Ihort, all forts of cxcrementitious and filthy trafli, which they

do not endeavour to mould -into any (hape, but lay it in a confufed heap in the pipe.

The Negro who is to take an oath before this idol, is placed directly oppofite to it,

and aiks the priefl: the name of his idol (each having a particular one), of which being

informed, he calls the Fetiche by its name, and recites at large the contents of what he
defigns to bind by an oath, and makes it his petitionary requell that the idol may punifh

him with death if he fwcars falfely ; then he goes round the pipe, and flands flill and
fwears a fecond time in the fame place and manner as before, and fo a third time like-

wife : after which the priefl takes fome of the mentioned ingredients out of the pipe,

with which he touches the fwearer's head, arms, belly and legs, and holding it above

his head, turns it three times round ; then he cuts oil' a bit of the nail of one finger in

each hand, of one toe of each foot, and fome of tlie hair of his head, which he throws

5 into
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into the pipe where the idol is lodged : all which done, the oath is firmly obligatory.

But to turn to another fubjett.

When the Negroes defign to begin a war, to drive a bargain, to travel, or attempt

any think of importance, their firft bufmefs is to confult their falfe god by their prieft,

concerning the event of their undertaking, who very feldom prophefies ill, but gene-

rally encourages them to hope for profperous fuccefs ; which they take on his word,

not doubting the iflue in the leaft, and obfequioufly perform all the prieft's commands,
which generally oblige ihcm to oflcr up flieep, hogs, fowls, dogs and cats to their

idol ; or at other times j^erhaps, cloaths, wine and gold ; by which the prieft is fure

to be the greateft gainer, for he fweeps all to himfelf, only prefenting garbage and the

excrements of the flaughtered facrifice to his god to divert himfelf withal : and thus,

befides the money given him, he makes a Hiift to pay himfelf very well out of the

offerings for his fmall trouble.

If the prieft is inclined to oblige the querent, the queftions are put to the idol in his

prefence, and generally in one ot the two following methods : — 'I'he firft way is by a

bundle of about twenty fmall bits of leather, in the middle of which they bind fome
trafli of the fame nature v;ith that they fill the mentioned pipe ; fome of thefe ingredients

promife good fuccefs, and others threaten the contrary. This bundle the prieil fhuffles

together fcveral times, and if thofe which prefage a good iffue happen to come fre-

quently together, he afTures the querent that his undertaking fliall end well. But it is

here to be obferved that the dexterous prieft can, by flight, make which he pleafes of

the leathers come together ; and that if he ever gives them an unlucky or difcouraging

anfvver, it is only to extort more oft'erings from them, on pretence of appeafing the

incenfed god, but in reality to redouble his own perquifites.

The fecond way of confulting their idols, is by a fort of wild-nuts; which' they,

pretend to take up by guefs and let fall again : after which they tell them, and form
their predictions from the numbers falling even or odd. In Ihort, the priefts, who
are generally (ly and crafty, encouraged by the ftupid credulity of the people, have

all the opportunity in the world to impofe thegrofl'eft abfurdities and fleece their purfcs ;

as they indeed do effectually. For if the event confutes their prefage, they never

want an excufe ; the facred rites were not carefully performed, this or that part of it

was flubbered over or omitted, the God is therefore enraged, and it is for that reafon

the affair hath fucceeded fo crofsly. This is glibly fwallowed. The prieft is never ac-

cufed of falfehood ; if the whole land be ruined, his reputation remains fecure and
untouched : but if "by chance his auguries come to pafs, there is not in the world a
wifer or holier man, and he is fure not to want his reward.

Public general religious exercifes of a whole nation or town are cuftomary on
account of unfeafonablenefs or unfruitful weather in floods, or a great drought : when
the cliief of the town or nation affemble and advlfe with the prieft what courfe is moft
proper to remove the prefent public calamity ; and what they order is immediately

ridiculoufly commanded or forbidden througli the land by a public crier ; and who-
ever dares prefume to adl contrary to this order, is fure to incur a large pecuniary

penalty. ^Vhcn their fiftiery is at low ebb, they make offerings to the fea : but this

generally happens about Auguft or September, when experience tells them that a vaft

quantity of lifii is conunonly taken, and yet thia is always believed an cffe6t of the

offering.

Almoft every village hath a fmall appropriated grove, where the governors and chief

people frequently repair to make their offerings ; either for the public good, or for

themfelves. Thefe groves are eftecaiied facred, no perfon prcfuming to defile them,

pluck;^.
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pluck, cut, or break off any branches of trees ; who, befides the accuflomed punifli-

ment, is not willing to lay himfelf under an univerfal malediftion.

Each particular perfon hath his peculiar falfe god, which he or fhe worfhips after

their manner, on that day of the week on which he was born. This they call their

Bolfuin, or in their Portuguefe Sanfte-Day, on which they drink no palm-wine before

lun-fet : they are habited all in white, and as a fign of purity fmeared with white

earth. Moll of the Negroes, efpecially the principal, have befides this another weekly

day fanctified to their Fetiches. On thefe days they kill a cock, and fometimes, if

they are rich, a fheep, which they offer up to their God in words alone ; for they

immediately fall upon it and tear it to pieces with their fingers ; taking it for granted,

that it is fufficient to fay it was killed for him : and as he hath none of it, fo the owner,

when a flieep is killed, on this account, hath the lead fliare of it ; for his friends and

acquaintance fall like a dog upon a fick cow, each as greedly as narrowly watching

his opportunity of feizing a piece, which goes immediately to the fire, foul or clean it

is no great matter, they are not very nice : the guts they cut into fmall pieces, and

fqueezing out the excrement with their fingers, they boil it together with the lungs,

liver, and hearts, with a little fait and Malaget, or Guinea-pepper, without wafliing

it from the blood. This they call Eyntjeba, and it is efteemed the greateft delicacy

that can be dreffed up.

If it was poffible to convert the Negroes to the Chriftian religion, the Roman
Catholics would fucceed better than we fhould, becaufe they already agree in feveral

particulars, efpecially in their ridiculous ceremonies ; for do the Romanills abftain one

or two days weekly from flelh ; thefe have alfo their days when they forbear wine

;

which, confidering they are very great lovers of it, is fomewhat fevere. The
Romanifts have their allotted times for eating peculiar forts. of food, or perhaps wholly

abftaining from it, in which the Negroes out-do them ; for each perfon here is for-

bidden the eating of one fort of flefh or other ; one eats no mutton, another no goat's-

fiefh, beef, fwines-flefh, wild-fowl, cocks with white feathers, &c. This reftraint is

not laid upon them for a limited time, but for their whole lives : and if the Romanifts

brag of the antiquities of their ecclefiaflical commands ; fo if you afk the Negroes why
they do this, they will readily tell you, becaufe their anceftors did fo from the begin-

ning of the world, and it hath been handed down from one age to another by tradition.

The fon never eats what the father is reitrained from, as the daughter herein follows

the mother's example ; and this rule is fo ftri^lly obferved amongft them, that it is im-

poffible to perfuade them to the contrary.

I have already informed you of the fignification of the word Fetiche, that it is chiefly

ufed in a religious fenfe, or at leaft is derived from thence : before I proceed to inform

you how they reprefent their gods, I fhall only hint that all things made in honour of

their falfe gods, never fo mean, are called Fetiche : and hence alfo the artificial gold

mentioned in my fixth letter derives its name.

How their gods are reprefentcd to them, or, what idea they form of them, I never

yet could learn, becaufe, indeed, they do not know themfelves : what we are able to

obferve is, that they have a great number of falfe gods ;
• that each man, or at leaft

each houfe-keeper, hath one ; which they are perfuaded narrowly infpefts their courfe

of life, and rewards good, and punifhes wicked men ; but their rewards confift in the

multiplicity of wives and flaves, and their punifhments in the want of them ; though

the moft terrible punifhment they can imagine is death, of which they are terribly

afraid : and, indeed, it is this which inflames their zeal in religious affairs, and occa-

fions their abftinejice from forbidden meats and drinks, fearing they fhould die if they

7 but
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but once tailed it. Murther, adultery, thievery, and all other fuch like crimes, are

here accounted no fins, becaufe they can expiate them with money ; which they cannot

do in any other mifdeeds, which ftill remain charged to their account. Mr. Frederic

Cojet, defcribing the opinions of the inhabitants of Formofa, relates the fame concern-

ing them.

Their notions of a future ftate are different ; moft of them believe that immediately

after the death of aiiy perfon he goes to another world, where he lives in the fame
charader as here, and makes ufe of all the offerings of his friends and relations made
here after his death : but they have no idea of future rewards or punifliments, for the

good or ill adions of their pad life ; except feme of them, who take it for granted,

that ihe deccafed are immediately conveyed to a famous river, fituate in the in-land

country, called Bofmanque : (fuppofing this to be taken in a fpiritual fenfe, becaufe it

vifibly appears that the body is left with them). It is here their god inquires what
fort of life they have lived : have they religioufly obferved the holy-days, dedicated to

their god, abftained from all forbidden meats, and inviolably kept their oaths ; they

are gently wafted over the river, to a land abounding in all kinds of happinefs, not
unlike Mahomet's Paradife : but if, on the contrary, the departed hath finned againfl:

any of the mentioned rules, his god plunges him into the river, where he is drowned
and buried in eternal oblivion.

Others are perfuaded, that, after death, they are tranfported to the land of the Blacks
or Whites, and changed into white men : this is fomewhat like the metempfychofis of
Pythagoras, and ferves to hint how much more honourable they account the white
men beyond themfelves.

The in-land Negroes inform thofe Blacks who live amongfl: us, that a great Feticheer

•or priefl hves in a very fine houfe far in-land ; of which they relate nothing but
miracles: they affirm, that the winds and weather are at his command, and that he
can change them at pleafure ; that though his houfe is without any roof, yet it is

always fheltered from rain ; that lie not only knows all things paft, but can as accu-

rately foretel all future events as if they were prefent before his eyes, and cures all

forts of diftempcrs : in fhort, he knows fo much, and does fuch wonderful things,

that Father Marcus Avianus would be obliged to ftand bare, and was indeed nothing
compared with him. His countrymen alfcrt, that all thofe near his abode muft
appear before and be examined by him ; upon which, if they are found to have led a
good life, he fends them away in peace to a happy place : but if on the contrary, he
kills them a fecond time with a club made on purpofe for that ufe, and placed before

his dwelling-place, that it may always be ready at hand. From hence you may eafily

infer, whether this Negro is not incredibly reverenced and efteemed by his country-
inen ; and, indeed, they look upon him as a fort of demi-god : fo flily hath this

arch-cheat infinuated this great opinion of himfelf into the minds of his neighbours,
that (this being no old (lory, he at prefent living) they every day relate frefli miracles

of him.

By this you may fee, that the conjurors and miracle-mongers are no ftrange things

amongft the Negroes ; they firmly believe in them, but in a different manner from our
European ridiculous opinionifls ; who are perfuaded no conjuror can do any feats with-

out the help of the devil ; for, on the contrary, the Negroes do not doubt but that

it is a gift of God, and though it is in reality a down-right cheat, yet they, ignorant
of the fraud, fwallow it as a miracle, and above human power ; but that the devil

may not in the leaft participate of the honour, they afcribe it all to God : and, for my
VOL. xvx, 3 J.' part,
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part, if there were any men endowed with fuch fupernatural qualities, I fhould cer*

tainly agree with the Negroes in afcribing it to God, and not to the devil.

Since we are got on this fubjed, I mufl; not forget to inform you that the Negroes

believe that there is a devil, and that he frequently does them a great deal of mifchief

;

but what authors write, that they pray and make offerings to him, is utterly falfe. If

I miftake not, I have read in Oliver Dapper, that the Negroes never eat or drink,

without throwing fome portion of it to the earth for the devil ; but this is a great

miflake ; it is true, indeed, that before they eat or drink, they are accuftomed to throw

away fome, but this is not for the devil, they won't oblige him fo far ; it is for their falfe

god, or fometimes for their deceafed friend.

The devil is annually baniflied all their towns wnth abundance of ceremony, at an

appointed time fet apart for that end. I have twice feen it at Axim, where they make
the greatefl; ftir about it. This procefiion is preceded by 'a feafl: of eight days, accom-

panied with all manner of finging, Ikipping, dancing, mirth, and jollity : in which

time a perfect lampooning liberty is allowed, and fcandal fo highly exalted, that they

may freely Cng of all the faults, villanies, and frauds of their fuperiors as well as in-

feriors, without punifhment, or fo much as the leaft interruption ; and the only way
to flop their mouths is to ply them luftily with drink, which alters their tone imme-

diately, and turns their fatirical ballads into commendatory fongs on the good qualities

of him who hath fo nobly treated them.

On the eighth day, in the morning, they hunt out the devil with a difmal cry, all

running one after another, throwing of excrements, ftones, wood, or any thing they can

come at, as thick as hail, at Satan's pofleriors. When they have driven him far enough

out of town, they all return ; and thus conclude their eight days divine or rather

diabolical fervice. From hence we may obferve, that they believe there are more
devils than one, becaufe he is driven out of above one hundred towns at the fame

time. And to make fure that he doth not return to their houfes, the women wafh and

fcour all their wooden and earthen vefl'els very neat, to free them from all uncleannefs

and the devil.

The Negroes of Ante alfo drive out the devil in the fame manner : but thefe poor

wretches are tormented with a worfe devil, though they call him a god. This is a

giant, one fide of his body being found, the other rotten, which if any perfon do but

touch he dies immediately (which I believe without the leafl fcruple). This over-

grown devil, or god (for the difference is not very great), they endeavour to appcafe

with eatables ; to which purpofe thoulands of pots or troughs of viduals are continually

found ftanding throughout the whole Antefe country ; fo that he nmit have a worfe

than canine appetite if he hath not his belly full.

They lledfaftly believe the apparition of fpirits and ghofls, and that they frequently

difturb and terrify fome people : fo that when any, but more efpecially any confider-

able perfon dies, they perplex one another with horrid fears, proceeding from an

opinion that he appears for fcveral nights fucceflively near his late dwelling.

They have no other folemn times or feftivals, "belides that when their harveft is com-
pleated, which we call their Fair, and that of banifliing the devil.

Excepting what the Negroes have learned of the Europeans, they have no notion

of the divifions of the year into months and weeks ; but reckon their time by the

fhining of the moon ; whence they likewife collect when it is proper to fow ; but that

they have long been acquainted with the divifion of months into weeks and days, feems

very probable to me, by reafoiv each day of the week has its proper name in their lan-

guage. Their fabbath falls on our Tuefday, but in Ante, like that of the Maho-
metans,
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metans, on Friday ; and differs from other days no otherwifc, than that no perfon is

then permitted to fifli : but all other works are allowed without the leafl: interruption

as freely as on other days.

The in-land Negroes divide time in a very ftrange manner, into lucky and unlucky :

in fome countries the great fortunate time lafts nineteen, and the lefler (which is diffe-

rent from the other) fevcn days ; and betwixt thefe are feven ill or unfortunate days,

which is a fort of vacation to them, for then they do not travel, till their land, or un-

dertake any thing of confequcnce, but remain altogether idle. The inhabitants of
Aquamboe are more bigotted in this particular than any of the refl : for befides that

they will not refolve concerning any affairs on thefe days, they will not willingly accept

any prefents made them, but fend them back again, or at leafl caufe them to be kept

in a certain place apart until the lucky days come.

Who firft fettled this diftindion of good and bad days, I cannot determine ; nor do

I believe any perfon can : all that I can conjecture of the reafon of them is, that, perhaps,

fome leading man amongft them might have been fortunate on the one, and unfortunate

on the other ; upon an obfervation of which he might refolve to form it into a rule, to

w-hich he would adjufl the remainder of his life, and that others confequently following

his example, it grew firft into a cuftom, and afterwards into a law.

The inhabitants of one country differ very much from thofe of another in this par-

ticular : this nation accounting their happy days at one time, and that lixing them at

another ; whilft the Coaft Negroes do not trouble themfelves therewith in the leaft, but
believe all times alike.

On the Gold Coaft the natives are not in the leaft acquainted with image-worlhip, but
at Arbra there are thoufands of idols.

Believing I have fufliciently enlarged on the religion of the Guineans, I fhall take

leave of that fubje(^ ; and to fill up a fmall vacancy in this letter, juft hint fomething of
their ftrange fuperftition, nothing uncommon ever happening which is not attributed

to fome miracle or another : of which I could tire you and myfelf with inftances, that

happened fmce I have been here ; but to avoid that, I fiiall content myfelf with one
inftance of a thoufand.

In November 1698, the King of Commany, formerly our utter enemy, was
killed at Cabocors by the Englifti ; a few days after which our chief fador at Elmina
happened to die, to the great grief of the Negroes, who ail unanimoufly agreed, that

the before-mentioned King of Commany had called him to the Elifian fields; and
that fmce he had no opportunity when alive to fend any of our chief men thither, he
had taken this opportunity after his death of obliging one to follow him, out of re-

venge, and that we might have the lefs reafon to triumph, on occafion of his death.

Thus far and farther extends their horrid fuperftition ; but we ftiall leave them and
it as impoffible to be fcparated, and conclude this with my hearty refpecl to yourfelf

and lady, &c.

3^3 LETTER
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LETTER XL— Ofthe Government of the Negroes, which by reafon of thefmall Power
vejied in the Cabcccrocs is very loofely a?id irregularly managed.— The Difference be-

tween monarchical and republican Government— Whatfort ofGovernmerU that of Axint

is ; hoiv their Courts of Jufiice are held, and how Jujlice is diflributed ; what Credit

is to be given to Evidences.— The extcnftve Authority of our Fa^or at Axim. — Pti-

nijhmcnts of Murthcr and Thievery.— Refpcd of Perfons thought }w Injujlice, and
wherefore. ^— Stealing of Men and Cattlefevercly punifhed.— The Office of Judge re-

dounds very much to the Advantage of our Faclor at Axini, as appears by a farther
Explanation. — The unjufi Way of rrcovering Debts, which is two or threefold ; Wars
arifefrom hence ; the Reafons which fometimes engage them in a War, which is very-

cheap ; The military Force of the Negroes living on the Coafi near the Sea is very ineon-

Jiderable : their Cowardice in Battle ; their Manner offighting ; of their plundering ;
-

the Authority of their Pricjls in War ; their ifual Arms ; Power and Prerogative of
their Kings ; they live in no great State, iiorare in the leafl reverenced ; their Reve-

nue ; the Poverty offome ofthem ; Education oftheir Children very mean.— The Office

ofa King or chief Perfon.

Sir,

YOUR obliging letter, dated the 4th of 0(Elober, was very welcome, and fo fpeedily.

brought to me by the fhip the Flying Dragon, that from hence only flie might very

well deferve that name ; though I could wilh on other occafions flie were not found

fo fwift ; for when our Company's ihips are juft at her heels, inftead of the two wings
the painter has bellowed on her, fhe feems rather to have four by her expedition, fhe

being no fooner diicovered but ihegets out of fight ; well, however, if we cannot catch

her, may God grant her a fafe paifage rather than fhe fall into the enemy's hands.

It is with a great deal of fatisfaction 1 am informed that you have received and are

fo well pleafed with my letters, treating of this Coalt, and that you like that part de-

fcribing the Comraanian wars fo well as to thank me for my trouble, and earneflly defire

that I will impart what is yet wanting to complete the defign, to excite me to which
you all along praife my endeavours. This is what indeed might prevail upon a perfon

of a humour different from mine ; but I am too confcious of mv own 'mperfe<ftions to

be ignorant how far the complimental commendations your civility bellows, belong to

me, and am not in the leafl moved by them ; but if you would urge me to proceed,

you ought to ufe no other arguments than that it is your defire, and the obligations I

have to you are the moft prevalent which can be offered. This I am writing, as a proof

of my zealous inclinations to ferve you, fince I am not in hade likely to obtain another

opportunity, is like to take in as much matter as would fill one and a half or two
letters.

Our prefent fubjefls are, the government, adminiflration of government, and wars

of the Negroes ; each of which I fhall but impei-fectly touch upon, becaufe the two
former will naturally fall in on fome future occafions, and the lafl: you have already

had a fpecimen of in the relation of Commany ; and to conclude this letter, I defign to

fhow you the Guinea Kings in their brightefl lullre and glory.

The government of the Negroes is very licentious and irregular, -which only proceeds

from the fmall authority of their chief men or Caboceroes, and frequent wars are

occafioned by their rerails government and abfurd cuftoms.

8> The
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The difference betwixt the adminiftration of the government of monarchies and com-
monwealths is here very great. Of the former, the power and jurifdiiElion being veiled

in a fingle perfon, 1 fhall not fay much at prefent ; but fhall only fpeak of the republics
;

amongft which that of Axim and Ante feeming the moll like regular, I fhall reprefent

them as inftances of the reft ; though indeed the bell of their governments and methods

of adminidration of juftice are fo confufed and perplexed, that they are hardly to be

comprehended, much lefs, then, are they to be expreffed with any manner of connexion

on paper.

The government of Axim confills of two parts, the firfl; whereof is the body of

Caboceros, or chiefmen ; the other the Manceros or young men. All civil or pub-

he affairs which commonly occur are under their adminillration j but what concerns

the whole land, and are properly national affairs, as making of peace and war, the

raifmg tributary impofitions to be paid to foreign nations (which feldom happens), that,

falls under the cognifance of both parts or members of the government ; and on thefe

occafions the Manceros often manage with a fuperior hand, efpecially if the Caboceros

are not very rich in gold and flaves^ and confequently able by their affulance to bring,

over the other to their fide.

Their diftribution of juflice is in the following manner : — If one of the Negroes
hath any pretenfion upon another, he doth not go empty-handed, but loaded with

prefents of gold and brandy (the latter of which is here ot a magnetic virtue), and
applies himfelf to the Caboceros ; after the delivery of which he Hates his cafe to them,

defiring they will difpatch his caufe with the firll opportunity, and oblige his adverfary

to an ample faiisfadion. If they are refolved to favour hin^ highly, a full council is

called immediately, or at fcirthell within two or three days, according as it is moll con-

venient ; and after having maturely confulted, judgment is given in his favour, and
that frequently as direiflly oppofite to juflice as to any other reafon than the received

bribe^

But on the contrary, inllead of favouring, are they incenfed againfl the plaintiff, or

have they received a larger bribe from his adverfary, the juileft caufe in the world can-

not protcift him from judgment againll him ; or if right appear too plainly on his fide,

ro avoid an enluing fcandal, they will delay and keep off a trial, obliging the injured

perfon, after tedious and vain folicitations, to wait in hopes of finding jufler judges

hereafter, which perhaps does not happen in the courfe of his life, and fo of confe-

qucnce the fuit devolves upon his heirs as an inheritance ; who, whenever an opportunity

offers, though thirty years after, know very well how to make ufc of it ; as I myfelf

have feveral times had fuch caufes come before me, that one would be apt to think it

were impollible they fhould remember fo long, confidcring they want the affiftanceof

reading and writing.

It fomctimes falls out that the plaintiff, or perhaps the defendant, finding the caufe

given againfl him contrary to reafon, is too impatient to wait to have juflice done him,

but makes ufe of the firll favourable one of feizing fuch a quantity of gold or goods as

is likely to repair his damage, not only from his adverfary or debtor, but the firfl which

falls in his way, if at leaft he does but live in the fame city or village ; and what he

poffeffed himfelf of, he will not re-dcliver till he receive plenary fatisfaiStion, and is at

peace with his adverfary, or is obliged fo it by force. If he be llrong enough to defend

himfelf and his capture, he is fure to keep it, and thereby engage a third perfon in the

fiiit on account of the feizure of his effeds for fecurity, who hath his remedy on the

perfon on whofe account he hath fuffered this damage ; fo that hence proceed frequent

murders, and fomctimes wars arc thereby occafioned, but of this more hereafter.

But
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But if the fentence of the Caboceros be juft, or the caufe come to our fort to be

decided in prefence of our faftor, the difpute is amicably concluded by adjuging it

againft him who the evidence prove is in the wrong, and it is found has not a fuificient

plea to offer in his defence to clear himfelf of it : but if on the other fide he can clear

himfelf by witnefles, he is difcharged ; and if neither of the parties have any evidence,

the accufed clearing himfelf upon oath is difcharged ; which, if he cannot do, he is

liable to have judgment paffed againft him to pay what is charged on him, provided

that the plaintiff has given in his charge upon oath, which he is always obliged to do.

The oath of purgation is preferred before the oath of accufation ; for if the plaintiff

prove his complaint by two, or but one witnefs, the defendant is not allowed to fwear.

This frequently occafions fome very ill accidents, perjury being no new thing among

the Negroes ; and he that is injured this way, is fure to watch all opportunities of re-

venge. But this injuftice very feldom or never occurs any where but at diftant and

far in-land places, where our fadors can take no cognizance of it : but all fuits arifing

amongft or near our forts, are determined by the fentence of the faclor and the Ca-

boceros, and fo remain decided for ever, their judgment being flridly obligatory, and

admitting of no appeal but to the direftor-general, in cafe the fador and Caboceros

have been mifinformed in the caufe, which fcarcely ever happens ; fo the Negroes pay

the fine they are condemned in with the utmoft willingnefs. What thefe fines are, and

how proportioned to crimes, I fhall immediately inform you.

Thus you fee, when a law-fuit is begun, we can end it without the afliftance of

attornies or counfellors, in a much fhorter time, and perhaps with as much juftice, as

vhere thofe gentlemen are moft employed ; though I muft own that the caufes here

are feldom fo difficult and puzzling as to require the advice or afTiftance of council ; for

the caufes, plantifFs, defendants, and judges, are equally fimple, and upon a level j fo

I leave to your judgment whether this is to be commended or blamed.

As to the ufual penalties : firft, murder is punifhed two feveral ways ; one is by the

death of the murderers, and the other by a pecuniary mulct, which again is of two

forts, with refpedl to the free, and thofe who are not fo ; that is, the free-born and

the flaves.

It is very feldom that any perfon is here executed for murder, if he either hath any

effects himfelf, or hath any rich friends to pay the appointed fine.

If anybody kill a free-born Negro of Axim, and the murder is to be remitted by a

fine, the old ufual fum of five hundred crowns is demanded of him, though the whole

demand is feldom paid, the murderers generally getting fome abatement, according as

the relations of the murdered perfon ftand aife£ted, for it is at their choice to be con-

tented with as little as they pleafe, and them only he is obliged to agree with
;

quite

contrary to what a certain writer affirms, viz. that the fines accrue to the King, which.

is fo falfe, that he has no pretence to the leaft fhare, unlefs he hath been affiftant in

the getting of them, when, indeed, he is paid for his trouble only.

The mentioned five hundred crowns is to be underftood of a common free Negro,

but on account of a confiderable perfon I have known the fine augmented to ten times

that fum; which, indeed, fhould not fuffice, there being too many that would willingly

give five hundred crowns to remove a chief man out of the way ; wherefore the fine,

in this cafe, is left to the difcretion of the judges.

The murder of a flave is ufually fined fix-and-thirty crowns, but it is in this cafe as

in the firft, if the murderer ftand hard he obtains an abatement of the injured perfon,

who feldom gets above a chain or ftring of gold of above thirty-two crowns.

5 But



Bosnian's guinea. 407

But if a murderer cannot pay his fine, he is obliged to give blood for blood, and is

accordingly executed in a niiferable and cruel manner ; for they do in a fort kill him a

thoufand times, by cutting, hacking, pricking, or running him through the body, and
ihooting him, or whatever elfe they can invent to torture him, unlels our fador fends

for him out of their hands, and orders his crime to be puniflied by flriking oft' his

guilty head. Next to -murder, thievery and adultery is mofl; feverely punifhed, but at

prefent we fliall only touch on the former, referving the latter for another place.

Robbery is commonly punifhed by the reftoration of the flolen goods, and paying a
fine; in the adjudging of which, particular regard is had to the value of the llolen

goods, the place where and by whom the hQ: is committed : for example, one is fined

twenty crowns, befides what he hath flolen, and another for robbery, every way equal,

fliall be fined one hundred or more, and that without the lead injuflice, I mean ac-

cording to their ancient muaicipal cudoms, of which a faftor, who fits in judgment,
ought not to be ignorant, left, according to his own opinion only, he pronounces an
improper fentence. Refpett of perfons in the adminiftration of juftice, is not here

looked upon as the lead injuRice, though the bell eft'eft of this is, that the rich are

commonly more feverely handled than the poor, which they think reafonable on two
accounts : firfl, the rich were not urged to it by necefiity ; and, fecondly, they can
better fpare the money ; for nobody is here fined above his ability, unlefs, by an accu-

mulation of crimes, he hath given occafion thereto, and then he is fent into flavery.

This is the true reafon why a difcreet Negro, though he is rich, will always pretend

poverty, left he or fome of his relations, faUing into the hands of the judges, fhould

be too hardly ufed on that account.

The Healing of men is puniflied with rigid feverity, and fometimes with death itfelf

;

and they are equally fevere againft the ftealers of cattle, as hogs, flieep, &c. And
herein they agree with our opinion, for the dumb beaft cannot defend itfelf, 'nor call

any to its altillance. They will rather put a man to death for ftealing a flieep, than
killing a man, more efpecially in thofe places where they are free from any fubjeclion

to the Europeans, who generally punifli it by a pecuniary rnuld only ; whether it be
that they are not fond of blood, or that they love the profit which accrues to them
thereby, that I leave to you to determine, fince I have before informed you that the

Negroes under our government had rather it fliould be atoned by a fine, but not ex-

torted by avarice inftead of juflice. And, according to this rule, I fquarcd my condud
in my judge's office, of which I fhall hereafter give you an inltance.

All fines which occur at Axim are paid into the fiiftor's hands, who diftributes them
to the injured perfons, firfl: deducing his fee, which not many years pafl was very con-

Jiderable, but not long fince was diminiflied by a certain gentleman, and the factor

ftriiftly ordered not to demand more than eight crowns for the decifion of the mofl
important fuit v/hich fliould come belore him ; and not only that, but if oflered, he
was commanded to refule it ; an order really too fevere, to hinder another's doing

good, and not permit him to receive and ufe his jufl perquifites at pleafure. This
gentleman pretended thereby to fliew his tendernefs to the Blacks, but myl'elf and
feveral others were of another opinion : its true fource was pure envy, which would
not fufler him to let any ot the officers of the Company, his fellow-fervants, to get

any thing, nor indeed any but himfelf, of which his continual management with tlie

Blacks was but too convincing a proof: for if he himfelf decided any caufe for them,
or fined them for any crime, he was not content to be paid eight crowns only, but,

on the other hand, fometimes enhanced the price to fome hundreds ; and I believe th.e

Axim fattors, finding this law fo exorbitantly broken by its maker, have nut the leaft

regard
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regard to It : nor are they in the wrong, for it direftly claJhes with the old munidpa!

cuftoms of the country ; and for my part, if it had been made before my coming into

that office, I Ihould not have taken much notice of it ; but by ading confonant to their

ancient ufages, have gained the afFeftion of the Blacks more than by follov.'ing any
innovation ; and this very law-giver, on the contrary, by unjuft management and his

exorbitant avarice, was only expofed to their implacable hatred and inveterate curfes.

But enough on this head : I fliall next iliew what are the perquilites which accrue to

the fa£tor at Axim, by t!ie exercife of his judicial office.

For inftance, if a Negro be fuied one hundred crowns for a crime, the faftor's Ihare

is two-thirds, and the affembly of Caboceros have the remaining tliird. But on ac-

count of nmrder, robbery, or the forcing the payment of debts, three-fourths of the

whole are the complainant's, and the remainder belonging to the factor and the Cabo-

ceros, is divided according to the mentioned proportion of one-third to the Caboceros,

and two-thirds to the faftor, which render it much more advantageous for the fadtor to

be judge here than in our own country, fuppofmg our European judges to act honeflly
;

what they get by unlawful means, as I am ignorant, I do not defire to be better

informed. Thefe judicial fees are, or at ieaft before this order were, paid very freely,

without the leafl fcruple by the Negroes ; even thofe for whom the faflior had got in

a debt, were very well contented to pay one-fourth part of the whole receipt, and this

\vas as firmlv fettled as the pj'ice of bread at Amfterdam.

I fhall, according to my promife, by way of digreffion, infert a relation of a caufe

depending when I was facftor at Axim. In the country of Ancober, which hath

long been fubjecl to Axim, lived two Caboceros, both confiderable men, who for

feveral years had been engaged in a difpute, each pretending that the other was born

his flave, and by inheritance he had an inviolable right over him ; this was a very per-

plexed caufe, each of them feemed to back his pretence with reafon, and a proof de-

duced from many years pad; infomuch, that the Caboceros of Ancober found them-

felves puzzled how to decide it ; and both parties being agreed to plead the caufe before

me, and expeft my determination ; not that they thought me wifer than their country-

men and honourable council, but only that it might be ended by my power ; accordingly

it came before'my judgment-feat, and though 1 patiently fpent one whole day in hear-

ing the caufe, yet I aflure you, at the end, I was juft as wife as at the beginning, each

of them confirming his prctenfion by fo many witnefles, and feeming to have fo much
right of his fide, that I could not tell vvhom to give it for. But, however, to put an

end to this litigious fuit, I afkcd them if they were both contented to fubmit to my do-

cifion ; to which he freely confenting, I fpoke to them in reconciling terms, affuring

them that all which they pretended, on each fide, feemed reafonable ; wherefore it was

impoffible to decide which of them was in the right, the proper witnefles of this caufe

being all long fince dead, and that all the evidence they had brought was not valid, it

being only by hear-fay, and the merits of the caufe confequently forgotten : having

thus prepared them as cautioufly as I could, and obfcrvcd that they both feemed to

agree to it, I made difficulties of deciding the difpute, by telling them that before they

went .out of my fort it was my requeft they fliould be perfedtly reconciled, and own
each other for free-men ; and that he who fliould ever pretend that the other was his

flave, fliould be liable to a fevere fine.

They both feemed very well fatisfied with this determination, embracing each other,

and vowing an eternal friendfliip : and the more eifedually to convince me of their

•fatisfa^lion, they each of them made me a very good jMxfent for putting an end to

their quarrel : and, indeed, I really believed all was forgotten and forgiven. But two

0[
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or three months afterwards one of them hired two ruffians to murther the other in his

own houfe, which they did by fhooting him through the head : at which I being very

much incenfed, confidering it as a thing of dangerous confequence by no means to be
fuffered in a well-governed commonwealth, as we fay, but to be exemplarily punifiied

in order to deter others from fuch praftices, fent fome of my principal officers to An-
cober with orders to have the murtherers delivei-ed over to me, that I might bring them
to condign puniftment : but they boldly anfwered them, that they were not fubjefi: to

their mafter, and that he might exercife his authority where he had jurifdiclion. This
angered me yet worfe, for by this not only myfelf but the authority of the Company
was affronted and diminifhed ; to keep up which nothing ought to be neglefted. Upon
which I foon refolved to go to that co '.ntry, accompanied with fome of our people,

and being gotten about three miles from our fort, I found about five hundred armed
Negroes, imagining, I fuppofe, the fight of them would terrify me : but on the con-

trary, as foon as the mutual falutations were pafled, I afked them why they denied and
affronted the authority of the Company, and did not confider what mifchief it would
pull down on their heads : to which they anfwered, that they were belied, for they

never pretended to forfeit the protedion of the Hollanders, or withdraw their obedience,

fmce the former was fo advantageous to their country. Having thus far received fa-

tisfaftion, I demanded the murtherers to be delivered to me in order to their punifli-

ment ; but this they pofitively denied, but told me, perhaps they would punifh them
theuifelves. Upon this I took my leave of them and was going a;vay, but threatened

them withal, that from this time forward I fhonid believe they all had a hand in the

murther, and that I would certainly fecure all of their countrymen I could get into my
power, and punifh them as murtherers : this had fuch a good effeft, that they iuime-

liiately confulted together, and fent fome of their people to defire me to give them a

little time to confider of my demand, upon which they would bring me an anfwer. I

(laid about a quarter of an hour ; after which they brought me the malefaftors

fettered, only defired me that I would not be too hafty in punifhing them, but only

ftay till they were all prefent, which I promifed them ; and returned with the criminals,

very well fatisfied with my expedition.

Scarce three days after, all the chief men of Ancober came and (hewed themfelves

before my fort, requefting that I would acquaint them how I intended to punifli the

murtherers ; they were anfwered, by beheading them. And to flrike a great terror, I

caufed the executioner with his inflruments to appear. Upon which they fet up a

difmal lamentation, and begged that I would, in compliance with the cuftom of their

country, fulfer the crime to be atoned with money : though I defi red nothing more,

yet I Hood off as though I was not to be perfuaded to that until the relations of the

murthered perfons, who were already appcafed, came and defired me, and what was
mofl pcrfuafive, offered me the whole fine : this was what 1 aimed at ; but, however,

to fliew myfelf as generous as they, I was fatisfied with half the fum, and fo we were
both very well contented, and the criminals, who were the children of confiderable

people, were fet at liberty. This I have related at large, to fliew you how we manage
ourfelves here to keep up our authority and refpe£t ; which is fo confiderable, that

no Negro is permitted, without leave of the fadlor, to decide any caufe, upon forfeiture

of all that is thereby gained. In my time a Negro came to defire me to get him a

debt, which 1 promifed, and performed accordingly ; but the debtor, who was no
very good friend of his, informed me that this debt was contrat^ed by lying with the

other's wife, and appointed to be paid by the Caboceros. The plaintiff coming for iiis

money, I afked him if he did not know that it was all forfeit, he having, ended the
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aflair without my knowledge ; he frankly confefled that it was, and begged I would'

give him but one fourth part of it; but finding hiin fo moderate, I gave him half;

for which he very fubmiffively thanked me, and wont away very joyful.

This is intended to prevent the Negroes having any opportunity of forming any de-

figns in oppofition to us, or to our diiadvantage.

But to return to where I left otl": at feveral places on the Coaft, debts are recovered

in a very unjufl: and villainous manner, efpecially in thoie places where we have

little or no power, or in fome of the kingdoms. A rafcally creditor in thofe places,

inftead of aiking his money of his debtor, and fummoning him before the judges in

cafe of refufal, feizes the firft thing he can meet with, though of fix times the value

of his debt, without any regard who is the proprietor, who, when he comes to a(k for

it, is told that he mud go to fuch a perfon, who is his debtor, and mull pay him for it

:

and this nobody can hinder, fo he goes immediately to alk the other for money for his

goods. This is very extravagant juftice, the firft creditor has fix times the value of

his debt, and if the fecond is as unreafonable as the firft, and affirms that he would

not part with his goods for a lefs price, the creditor is obliged to give him full fatif-

faftion, in imitation of an old Roman law ; by which, if any perfon was injured in

his honour and reputation, the injurer was obliged to pay fuch a fum as the injured

Ihould fwear he would not fuffer the damages for lefs, if left to his choice. It is true,

indeed, this courfe is generally taken in cafe of fmall debts : but, however, the poor

wretch that is the debtor, is fometimes obliged to pay a fhilling for a debt of one penny

in proportion. This is not to be oppofed, for the creditor is more potent than he, and

is upheld in it, perhaps by the King, or the great ones : this happens daily ; and

feveral men are thereby enriched upon a poor eftate ; and this here bears the name
of juftice ; but in my opinion it is abominably diftorted. Some Negroes have yet

another way to force money out of people : which is, that one of thefe infolent fellows

goes to a perfon, and tells him that he hath received fuch damage by his fon, ne-

phew, flave, or fomebody elfe depending on him ; for which he comes to alk fatif-

fadion of him, threatening him that elfe he will murther or forely wound him or fhoot

fomebody elfe at his coft ; and if this villain have courage enough to put it into exe-

cution, as I have twice feen it happen, the other mult fuffer the fame as if he had

done it.

Befides their accuftomed diftribution of juftice above defcribed, they have yet a

very odd fort of juftice, which is under the direction and adminiftration of the Maa-
ceros, who have erefted a fort of judicial fociety in every confiderable village, whole

province it is to adjudge all trivial crimes that fhall appear before them, and of thefe

the Negroes are very frequently guilty ; I mean beating, curfing, or reviling one

another: upon which the perfon who thinks himfolf injured, applies to the Manceros

much in the following terms, viz. fuch a perfon hath injured me, I fell or furrender

him to you
;
punilh him according to his defert. Upon which thefe gentlemen with

utmoft diligence take him into cuftody, and after a very fuperficial enquiry into his

crime, lay a fine of fome crowns upon him ; which if he feems unwilling to pay, as

being unjuftly impofed on him, they not having heard what he had to fay in his de-

fence, the Manceros not at all concerned hcreat only go to the market, where they

take up as much goods on his account as the amount of the fine ; which he is, though

unwilling, forced to pay ; and they have no fooner received this money, but it is fpent

in palm-wine and brandy.

The offences which thefe Manceros ufually fine are fo various and ridiculous, that I

have not patience enough to particularize any of them ; it is enough that I inform you

that
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that if thefe idle judges have nothing to do the whole day, and confequently get no
money to make them drink ; their time is only fpent in contriving to bring in fome-
body on one pretence or another in order to furnifli them with liquor.

I'he confultations with the Caboceros in conjundion with the Manceros principally

relating to war, we fliall at prefent touch upon.

When they are defirous of entering into a war, on account of ambition, plunder, or

to ailill other countries already engaged in a war, thefe two councils confult together

:

but othcrwifc the greateft part of their wars are chiefly occafioned by the recovery of
debts, and the difputes of fome of the chief people among them. I have formerly

hinted fomeihing on this fubjed, with promife to proceed farther on it.

The firmt'll peace of neighbouring nations is frequently broken in the following

manner :—One of the leading men in one country hath money owing him from a per-

ion in an adjacent country, which is not fo fpeedily paid as he defires ; on which he
caufes as many goods, freemen, or flaves to be feized by violence and rapine in the

country where his debtor lives, as will richly pay him : the men fo feized he claps in

irons, and if not redeemed fells them, in order to raife money for the payment of the

debt : if the debtor be an honefl man and the debt juft, he immediately endeavours
by the fatisfa£lion of his creditors to free his country-men : or if their relations are

powerful enough they will force him to it : but when the debt is difputable, or the

debtor unwilling to pay it, he is fure to reprefent the creditor amongfl; his own country-

men as an unjult man, who hath treated him in this manner contrary to all right, and
that he is not at all indebted to him : if he fo far prevails on his countrymen that they

believe him, he endeavours to make fome of the other land prifoners by way of re-

prizal ; after which they confequently arm on each fide, and watch all opportunities of

iurprizing each other. They firfl; endeavour to bring the Caboceros over to their party,

becaufe they have always fome men at their devoir ; next the foldiers : and thus from
a trifle a war is occafioned betwixt two countries, who before lived in amity, and con-

tinues till one of them be fubdued ; or, if their force be equal, till the principal men
are obliged to make peace at the requefl; of the foldiers ; which frequently happens,

rfpecially about fowing time, when all the warriors defire to return to till the ground ;

for in ferving in the war without pay, and defraying all expences out of their private

fortunes, they quickly grow tired ; efpecially if they get no advantage of, and confe-

quently no plunder by the enemy.

When the governors of one country are inclined to make war with thofe of another,

perhaps on account that they make a better figure in their manner of living, or that

they are richer ; fo that thefe have a mind to fome of their eflefts : then they aflemble

together, in conjunction with the Manceros, who alio give their advice, and being

young, and puft up with hopes of plunder, are cafily induced by the perfuafions of
the Caboceros ; and the joint refolution is no fooncr formed than every one prepares

for war ; and being got ready, make an irruption into the defigned country, without

giving the lealt notice or declaring war, urging much the fame reafons with a prefent

European potentate, " It is My royal will and pleafure, and for My glory." And
thus they kill and pillage each other. The injured nation, to revenge this perfidious

breach of peace, if not powerful enough of itfelf, hires another to ailiit it for lefs than

2,oool. fterling ; for which price the bed arc here to be had, well armed and ap-

pointed for an engagement : fo that, indeed, war is not here very dear, though at this

cheap rate you cannot imagine the armies fo formidable that are hired for fuch trivial

wages : but plunder is their chief aim, inftead of which they often get good Itore of

blows, which prove all the perquifites to their mentioned wages. Thefe wages they

3 G 2 divide
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divide amongfl the Caboceros and the Manceros ; but the former manage the affair

fo cunningly, that the latter have not above four or five (hillings each, or perhaps half

that fum ; for the leading men are fure to adjufl the account fo well in favour of

themfelves, that a mighty refidue is not likely to be left to make a future dividend.

But as for the plunder, though particularly appropriated to defray the expence of the

war in the firft place, and the remainder to be divided, yet every man feizes the firlt

part thereof he can lay hold on, without any regard to the public : but if no booty is to

be come at, the Manceros, like cats that have wet their feet, make the beft of their

way home, not being obliged to ftay longer than they themfelves pleafe. Each is

under a particular chieftain in a fort, though he can command only his flaves ; a free

Negro not owning his authority, or fubmitting even to their kings, unlefs compelled

by their exorbitant power, without which they live entirely at their own pleafure : but

if their leader is difpofed to march up firfl towards tlie enemy, he may, but will not, be

followed by many.

AVar, as I have twice before told you, is not fo expenfive as in Europe ; our four

years war with the Commanyfchians (except the damage dong to our trade) did not

cofl us in all fix thoufand pounds flerling : for which fum we had fucceffiveiy five

nations in our pay. But I have formerly treated this fubjeft fo largely, that I need not

fay any more of it at prefent.

A national oftenfive war may very well be managed here with four thoufand men in the

field ; but a defenfive requires more. Sometimes the number of what they call an army

does not amount to more than two thoufand. From vv'hence you may infer of what

force the monarchies and republics on the coafl-are, Fantyn and Aquaniboe only ex-

cepted ; the firft of which is able to bring an army of twenty-five thoufand men, and

the latter a much larger. But the inland potentates, fuch as Akim, Afiante, &c. are

not to be reckoned amor.gft thefe, they being able to overrun a country by their nume-
rous armies ; though I cannot inform you any otherwife concerning thofe people, than

what by hints we learn from the Negroes, who are not always to be believed. But as

for the monarchies fituate near us, I dare affirm, that though each of the two contending

armies were con-;pofed of five or fix feveral nations, they would not together make
twenty-five thoufand men ; upon which account, joined to their cowardice, very few

men are killed in a battle ; and that engagement is very warm which leaves one thou-

fand men upon the place ; for they are fo timorous, that as foon as they fee a man fall

by them, they run for it, and only think of getting fafe home, hi the lafl battle be-

tween the Commanyfchians and thofe of Saboe, Acanni, Cabes-Terra, and two or three

other countries, I do not beheve that one hundred men were killed, and yet the Com-
manyfchians drove their enemies out of the field, and obtained a complete viclory.

'fiiey are very irregular in their engagements, not obfcrving the leaft fliadow of

order ; but each commander hath his men dole together in a fort of crowd, in the

midil of which he is generally to be found ; fo that they attack the enemy man for

man, or one heap of men againft another ; and fome of their commanders feeing their

brother-officer furiouilv attacked, and fomcwhat put to it, choofe rather to run with the

hare than hold wi^h the hounds, and that frequently before they had (truck one ftroke,

or ftood fo much a? one brulh ; and their friends whom they left engaged certainly fol-

low them, if in the leaft preffed, unlefs fo entangled wiiii the enemy that it is not for

want of good will if they do not ; but if no opportunity ofters, though againft their

will, they get the reputation of good foldiers.

In fight, the Negroes do not ftand upright againft one another, but run ftoopingand

liftening, that the bullets may fly over their heads. Odiers creep towards the enemy,

and.
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and, being come clofe, let fly at them ; after which they run away as faft as they can,
and, as if the devil were fure of the hindmoft, get to their own army as foon as pofli-

ble, in order to load their arms and fall on again. In (liort, their ridiculous geftures,

ftooping, creeping, and crying, make their light more like monkeys playing together

than a battle.

'I'he booty which the commonalty chiefly aim at are the prifoners and ornaments of
gold, and Conte de Terra ; for fome, efpecially the in-land Negroes, arefo fimple as to

drefs themfelves in the richefl manner poflible on thefe occafions ; wherefore they are
frequently fo loaded with gold and Conte de Terra, that they can fcarcely march.
Common prifoners who cannot raife their ranfom, are kept or fold for Haves at plea-

fure : if they take any confiderable perfon, he is very well guarded, and a very high
ranfom put upon him ; but if the perfon who occafioned the beginning of the war be
taken, they will not eafily admit him to ranfom, though his weight in gold were offered,

for fear he fliould in future form fome new defign againft tlieir repofe.

The moil potent Negro cannot pretend to be infured from llavery, for if he ever
ventures himielf in the wars, it may eafdy become his lot ; he is confequently obliged

to remain in that ftate till the fum demanded for his redemption is fully paid, which
"

withal is frequently fet fo high, that he, his friends, and all his intcrcfl:, are not fufli-

cient to raife it ; on which account, he is forced to a perpetual llavery, and the moil con-
temptible oflices. Some amongft them are fo barbarous, that tinding their hopes of a
high ranfom fruflrated, they pay themfelves by cruelly murdering the wretched
prifoner.

Wars betwixt two defpotical Kings, who have their fubjects entirely at their com-
mand, are of a long duration, and frequently lafl feveral years lucceffively, or till the

utter ruin of one of them ends the difpute. I'hey frequently lie a whole year encamped
againd each other without attempting any thing, a few diverting IkiiniifiKS excepted :.

only agriinll rainy weather they eacli return home without molelting one another.

Though this is chiefly owing to their priefts, without whofe fuffrage they are not
eafily induced to attempt a battle; they advife them againfl it, under pretence that

their gods have not yet declared in favour of them ; and if they will attempt it notwith-

ftanding, they threaten an ill iifue: but if thefe crafty villains obferve that their army
is much Itronger than the enemies, and the foldiers well inclined to figliting, they al-

ways advife to attempt it j though with fuch a cautious referve, that if it fucceeds con-'>

trary to expectation, they never want an excufe to bring themfelves off: the com-
manders or foldiers have done this or that thing, which they ought not to have done

;

for which rtalbn the whole army is punilhed. In IJiort, let the event pro\. how it

will, the priell is infallibly innocent, and his character always maintains its own re-

putation.

I doubt not but I have fufficiently enlarged on their ridiculous wars, if I have npt,

dwelt longer on them than they deferve j wherefore I fliall relate the events which
happened in my time, and apply myljlf to the defcription of their military arms.

Tile chief o)' ilicfe are mufquets or carabiiis, in the management of wiiich they are
wonderfully dextrous. It is not unpleafant to fee them exercife their army ; they handle
their arms io cleverly, difcharging them feveral ways, one fitting, the iecond creeping,

or lying, Lc. that it is really to be admired they never hurt one anotlicr. rerhapo you
wonder how the Negroes come to be furniflicd with fire-arms, but you will have no
reafon when you know we fell them incredible quantities, thereby obligiiig them with a
knife to cut our own throats. IJut we are forced to it ; for if we woulJ not, they miglit

be fufliciently ftorcd with that commodily by the Englilli, Danes, and Brajideiiburgiicrs

;

7 and
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and could we all agree together not to fell them any, the Englifh and Zealand interlopers

would abundantly furnilh them : and fmce that and gun-powder for fome time have

been the chief vendible merchandife here, we fhould have found but an indifferent

trade without our fliare in it. It were, indeed, to be wifhed that thefe dangerous

commodities had never been brought hither, or at lead, that the Negi-oes might be in

a fliort time brought to be content with fomewhat elfe in their room : but this in all

appearance is never likely.

Next their guns, in the fecond place are their fwords, fliaped like a fort of chopping-

knives, being about two or three hands broad at the extremity, and about one at the

handle, and about three or four fpans long at mod ; and a little crooked at the top.

Thefe fabres are very ftrong, but commonly fo blunt that feveral flrokes are necelfary

to cut off a-head : they have a wooden guard, adorned on one fide, and fometimes on

both, with fmall globular knobs, covered with a fort of fkin, whilll others content

themfelves with bits of rope fmged black viith the blood of fheep or other cattle, with

the additional ornament of a bunch of horfe-hair, amongft people of condition thin

gold plates are ufual : to this weapon belongs a leather-fheath almoft open on one fide ;

to which, by way of ornament, a tiger's head, or a large red Ihell is hung ; both

which are valuable here. Thefe fabres they wear when they go out at their left hip,

hanging in a belt, which is girt about their waifts for that end, or Ituck in their Paan,

which is round about their bodies, and comes betwixt their legs, that they may run

the fwifter ; befides which, they are begirt with a bandalier belt, with about twenty

bandaliers. They have a cap on their heads made of a crocodile's fkin, adorned on
each fide with a red fhell, and behind with a bunch of horfe-hair, and a heavy iron-

chain, or fomething elfe inflead of it, girt round their head. Thus appointed, with

their bodies coloured white, our heroes look liker devils than men.

Their other weapons are firfl: a bow and arrow ; but thefe are not much in vogue

amongfl the Coafl Negroes, thofe of Aquamboe alone excepted, who are fo nicely

dextrous in (hooting, that in hare-hunting they will lodge their fmall fine arrows in

what part of the hare's body is defired. Thefe arrows have feathers at their head, and
are pointed with iron. The Negroes of Awinee ufually poifon them ; but on the Coaft

that pernicious cuftom is not pradifed, nor do they fo much as know what poifon is.

Next follow the Aflagay or Haffagay, as fome call them, which are of two forts

;

\he fmaller forts are about a Flemifh ell, or perhaps half an ell longer, and very flender,

and thefe they cafl as darts ; the fecond, or larger fort, are about twice as long and

large as the former, the upper part pointed with iron like a pike ; fome of them are

covered for the length of one fpan or two, though in all manner of fhapes. The Affa-

gay ferves them inftead of a fabre, that having their (hield in the left hand, they may
the more conveniently dart the Affagay with the right, for they have always fomebody

or other to carry them after them.

I.aft of all are their fhields, which ferve only as a defenfive covering of the body,

and not to the offending any perfon. I have feen Negroes wonderoufly dextrous in the

management of thefe fhields, which they hold in their left hand, and a fabre in the

right ; and playing with both, they put their body into very flrange poftures, and fo

artificially cover themfelres with the fhield, that it is impoffible to come at them. Thefe

fhields, which are about four or five foot long, and three broad, are made of ofiers

;

fome of which are covered with gold leather, tigers' fkins, or fome other materials

;

fome of them alfo have at each corner and in the middle broad thin copper-plates

faftened on, to ward off the arrows and the light Affagayes, as well as the blows of the

ffibre, if they are good, though they are not proof againfl a mufquet-ball.

5 1 tliink
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I think thefe are all the weapons ufed amongfl; the Negroes, without I fhould tell

you that feme of them alio are poffefled of a few cannon ; it is indeed true, but they
ufe them in a very flovcnly manner. The King of Saboe hath a very fmall number,
with which he has been in the field, but he never made ufe of them. Some of them,
after once firing them, have fuftered the enemy to take them, as it happened to the
Commanyfchians ; after which, thofe who took them were ignorant of the ufa of them

;

fo that thefe monarchs' cannon only ferves to flroot by way of comphment and falu«

tation, of which the Blacks are very fond.

Promifes create a debt ; and at the beginning of this letter you have my word that

it fhould conclude with the grandeur of their Kings ; in purfuance of which, let us fee

wherein it confills.

The extent of their territories is fo fmall, that fome of them have not more land
under their junfdidion than a fingle captain or bailiff of a village, and bear the fame
name accordingly amongfl: the Negroes : for before the arrival of the Europeans in this

country, no higher title was known amongfl: them than that of captain or colonel, with
this only difference, that the one was appropriated to a country, but the other to a vil-

lage. 13 ut fince their converfadon with us, they, or rather we, make a difl:inclion

betwixt a king and a captain. The firfl: word by which it was exprefled, was Obin or
Abin, which fignifies captain in our language, but they always underftood by it a com-
mander of a country, town, or nation, for our mafters of Ihips generally alTume the
fame title ; and by the fame appellation would alfo be applied, without any diflinc-

tion, to our direftor-general and chief of forts, if we did not better inform the natives

of the difference. Kings are obliged in this country to preferve their power by dint of
force ; wherefore the richer they are in gold and Haves, the more they are honoured
and efteemed ; and without thole, they have not the leafl. conmiand over their fubjeds

;

but on the contrary, would not only be obliged to pray, but pay their underlings to

execute their commands. But if the goddefs Fortune has endowed them with a rich

(hare of treafure, they are naturally cruel enough to govern their people tyrannically,

and punifli them fo feverely in their purfes for trivial crimes, that they cannot forget it

all the remainder of their lives ; and this is done with a feeming colour of juftice ; for

the King, having any thing to charge on another, delivers the matter into the hands of
the Caboceros, and lubmits it to their decifion ; who, knowing his mind, are fure to

aggravate the crime as much as poffible, and take care that their judgment be confonant*
to his royal will and pleafure.

The Kings in their dwellings, or, if I may fo call them, courts, do not diftinguifli

thcmfelves by keeping any ftate. There is no guard at their palace-gates, nor anybody
to wait on them ; and when they itir abroad in their town, it is very feldom they are

attended by any more company than two boys, one of which carries the fabrc, the
other the (tool or chair ; and if they are met in the fl:rcets, they are about as much
complimented as a cobler amongit us, whom we hardly bcfl:ow a hat upon, if we know
him to be fuch. The mcanell flavc never ilirs one Hop out of the way on their ac-

count. But on the contrary, if they are going to pay a vifit to any perfon in another
town, or are to be vifitcd by fomc confiderable man, they always take care to fliew

their grandeur, and on fuch occafions are always accompanied with armed men ; feveral

fhields are then carried for their ufe, and an umbrella above their heads, that the gen-
tleman's Ikin be not darkened by the fun : liieir wives are then finely drelfed with gold
and other rich ornaments, and have a long firing of gold and Conte de Terra, or coral,

hung about them ; though in their towns they and all their wives arc fo wretchedly

habited.



J^,lC bosman's guinea.

habited, that their cloaths are fometimes not worth one {hilling, nor fufficlent to diilin-

guifh them from the meanelt flave.

Thefe great Princes are fo miferably covetous, that there is not one of their fubjefts

fo poor, from whom they would not catch at a prefent. Hence it is, that Their Ma-
jefties' kitchens are not much better furnifhed than thofe of the common Negroes

;

bread, oil, and a little ftinking fifli makes up their bill of fare, and water is their

drink for the greatefl part of the day ; in the morning, if they have it, they drink

brandy ; and in the afternoon, palm-wine : in one word, their manner of living is

indillingulfhable from the meanelt amongft them.

At the time vhen the paUn-wine comes from the in-land country, they go in the

afternoons altogether, viz. flaves and all as companions, to the public market-place,

where they fit down and drink very fociably ; every one that pleafes, bringing his own
{tool, adds himfelf to the croud : here they tipple till they have even burfl: the lice on

their head ; but when they are a little warmed, und their thirft fomewhat flucked, they

drink like Caboceros, whole bumpers and pints ; for the calabafh, out of which they

drink, holds a pint, quart, or fometimes a pottle, which, when they come to be merry,

is half or perhaps quite filled, which they fet to their mouths to drink, draining to

about two-thirds through their beards in order to fall to the ground, making by that

means a fort of rivulet of wine on the place where they fit, and this is efteemed a great

piece of magnanimity. The Europeans (amongfl whom I do not pretend to be fingu-

lar) are very good at this fport ; but it is well for them it is not Rhinifli or French wine,

for that would be too expenfive ; and here, for four or five fhillings, they may get

drunk and throw away large quantities.

When thefe drunken brethren come together, they are as impertinent and noify as

the Smoufe or German jews at their fynagogue at Amfterdam ; but you muft not ima-

gine the difcourfe to turn on ferious fubjecls or itate affairs, not in the leaft, it is gene-

rally rank bawdy, of which they are io full, that it continually runs over ; and though

the women come amongfl; them, this is no reafon for interrupting the difcourfe, tor

they arc always ready to bear their part, being very richly furniflied on this head ; nor

is it ever thought fcandalous for them to difplay this fort of talent. In fhort, this is a

perfect babbling and fcolding-fchool, where each perfon freely gives his neighbour his

own, as they call it ; but in a m.uch better manner than in Europe, where railing is the

• bufinefs of the private entertaining rooms, for here the perfons exclaimed againfl; are

prefent, and confcquently may vindicate themfelves : but hold, I fhall run too far ; it

is fit, I tell you, that though the Kings live thus in common with their flaves, yet on

very flight occafions they frequently give them broken heads, from which thofe only

are excepted who have acquired a reputation amongft the people ; and indeed I have

obferved that foiue of thefe flaves had more authority than tiieir niafters ; for having

Ion"- exercifed a command over theii- mailers' dependents, by their own trading, they

are become poifefibrs of fome flaves themfelves, and in procefs of time are grown fo

powerful, that their patrons are obliged to fee with their eyes only ; and what is yet

more, it is not feldom that they fo obftinately oppole their mafters, that they will not

be appeafed by any other means than a prefent.

A King here is always very ready to be hired to the afllftance of any of his neigh-

bours in their wars, becaufe the greateft part of the money agreed for falls to his fliare

;

after the receipt of which, he is not much concerned whether the promifed afl"il1ance

be pun£lually ready at the appointed time or not ; if he has received the gold it is

enough, he always knows how to fatisfy his cuftomers with one lie or other ; in which

they are fo fubtle, that they will, unobferved, defraud even thofe who are very well

upon
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upon their guard. Though this is an advantageous fort of trade, they are yet more
fond of being mediators betwixt difagreeing nations ; for on this account they get

money from both parties, and keep the breach open as long as pofnbly they can, in

order to get the more money from each. It is upon thefe incomes that they chiefly

fubfift, for their revenue is very inconfiderable. It is indeed true, that they impofe a

toll on all goods parting through their country ; but the colle£lors being always fome

of the principal men amongft them, make fure of the largefl: fhare of it, and colleft

fo well for themfelves, that the King has very little of it. In a word, he is obliged to

fubfifl on exorbitant fines, fraudulently extorted from his fubjedls, or on the manual

labour of himfelf and (laves : wherefore thofe Kings are unfortunate who have but few-

Haves, and confequently are not very rich or potent. I have known fome of thefe fo

poor, that they had neither money nor credit to command a bottle of palm-wine to treat

their vifitants. Hence you may colled; how rich and potent thefe wrens of ftate are

(as Monfieur Doudyn calls them in his Mercury). But perhaps being already tired

with this account of the pomp and grandeur of their wives, (laves, and houfehold, as

well as themfelves, you would gladly be informed how the illullrious princes and prin-

cefTes, their royal o(rspring, are educated. I have formerly given you fome general

hints concerning the Negro children ; it is then fufticient to affure you, that I never

could obferve the leafl di(Ference in this particular betwixt the royal and common edu-

cation. The princes being arrived at years of maturity, to get an honeft livelihood,

either plough the land or draw palm-wine, which I can alTureyou they are not afhamed

to carry to the market themfelves in order to (ell it ; but if they are not employed in

thefe occupations, it is in fomething elfe equally confident with their charafter ; from

whence, in procefs of time, they afcend the royal throne of their anceftors. If you

reflect on this, it will fomewhat abate your wonder, how hulbandmen, (hepherds, or

potters, as Agathocles was, (hould ever wear royal crowns, as hiftories inform us : it

daily occurs here ; nay, what is yet more, the throne is often filled with thofe who,

when young, have ferved us as foot-boys, or in a meaner capacity ; wherefore you
may imagine we cannot be brought to have a very great efleem for thefe potentates :

no, I can allure you the meaned of our fadors thinks better of himfelf than one of

thefe kings : and indeed his authority is much more confiderable, if we confider him
to exercife that of the direflor-general and council, in whofe name he a6ts ; but leavint^

that as it is, I had rather refer you to Monfieur Focquenbrog than fay any more
of our grandeur.

As for the ladies, the princelTes, perhaps you will be apt to think them too tender

for the fatigues of agriculture ; no, not in the lead, they mud alio lay their hands to

the plough ; but if it happens that one of thefe illudrious ladies is too haughty to dain

her high birth by working like a (lave, fhe generally takes up a trade more likely to

maintain her genteelly, which requires no more than what madam Nature has liberally

bedowed on her ; and if fhe does not get fo much as the ladies of her profbilion in

Europe, fhe has not fuch extravagant wants as they, and is confequently very well

fatisfied. Several of thefe are married in their young days, without the lead regard to

high birth or family, every body plcafing themfelves in their choice ; for a marriage

between a King's daughter and a (lave is not at all thought difproportionatc, but is

indeed fomewhat better than for a King's fon to marrv a (lave, which daily happens
;

fince the common proverb, that the children follow the mother, is here palfcd into an

unalterable rule, and confequently the illue of the former (viz. the princcfs married to

a (lave) are free, and thofe proceeding from the latter, (laves. Thus you have a view

ot the whole royal family : it remains now that 1 (hould give you fuuic account of the
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great officers under the King, which confifl of BraiFoos or enfigns, Sabre-bearers,

Tie-ties, that is, public criers or proclaimers, attendants on their wives, horn-blowers

or trumpeters and drummers : which offices the following lines will elucidate. That

of Braffoo I have already explained to be a fort of marlhal, who is to charge firfl in

battle, which if he have but courage enough he always does. The fecond are the

fabre or fword-bearers, of which thefe monarchs have generally about four. Whether
thefe agree with the antient armour-bearers, I cannot certainly tell, though I believe

thera very near alike. This, whatever you may think of it, is no mean poll ; for the

gentlemen to whom it is entrufted, fometimes become honoured with the character of

ambaifadors to foreign courts ; though, to do juilice, that more properly belongs to the

Tie-ties or public criers, who are alfo made ufe of on this occafion, and fent by their

mafters on national errands to friends or enemies, their caps being an effedual free-pafs

every where, fuppoling them to be fent by their mafter, but otherwife they cannot pro-

tect them ; they being in eff'eft not unlike our European trumpeters in time of war.

Each town hath one or two of thefe officers to cry what is flrayed, loft or ftolen ; and

to proclaim the orders made by the governors or Kings : befides all which, when fitting

in council, they are obliged when the voices run too high and confufed, to cry out.

Tie-tie, or Hearken, from whence the name of their office is borrowed. They wear

a cap made of a black ape's ikin, whofe hair is about one finger's length, and in their

hands they have a bunch made of the hair of an elephant's tail, and fmall ruflies ; with

which they defend their mafter from the flies. The fourth and laft as well as moft con-

fiderable officers, are the attendants on the King's wives ; their chief province is to take

care that no ftrangers pluck the fruit of their matter's orchard : though I am apt to

think when thefe happen to be tolerably handfome fellows, that they make better ufe

of their ports, than their mafter of his propriety. They are alfo entrufted with all the

King's treafury ; of which they carry the keys, for they are not trufted to any befides them,

and confequently they are the only perfons who after the King's deceafe are able and

obliged to give an account of his treafury. Befides thefe, our monarchs have no other

officers. But 1 ought alfo to inform you that they are not Kings alone who are thus

ferved, but every principal man has the fame fort of officers to attend him, being

herein equal with the King ; or if he is very rich, perhaps he will out-vie him.

, I dare fay you will not complain that this is too (hort ; if its lengh is not tirefome it

is well ; I have only the importance of the fubjed to plead : in ftiort, that it prove agree-

able, is the wifh of yours, &c.

LETTER XII. — Of the "Negroes' Manner of marrying ; the Bride brings no Fortune,

and the Bridegroom but a verf fmall one ; Wedding-Charges very eafy ; how many

Wives they have ; what Work they do, and the Idlenefs ofthe Men ; Merchants' Wives

live the befi ; fome drive a Trade with their Wives; the particular Subtlety of 4he

Women ; Fines for lying with another Man's Wife, and how the Caufe is tried. — Mar-
ried People have no mutual Propriety in Money or Goods, nor does the one inherit any

Effeds of the other, nor do the Children inherit their Parents' Goods.— How the Right

of Inheritance devolves.— Adultery is feverely punifhcd in the in-land Country, each

Perfon there being chiefly his own Judge ; Wives not permitted to punijh their Hujbands

for Adultery ; fruitful Women honoured and refpeBcd ; ridiculous Ceremonies on a young

Woman's being with Child theftrfi time ; what Flame they give their Children ; won-

derful Separation ofthe Women of Ante when they have borne ten Children ; menfiruous

Women unclean.— Circumcifion ufual amongst them ; a Conje^ure from whence they

derived
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derived that Cujlom ; of the unmarried ; early Marriages ; luhy Women remain longefi

unmarried ; Multitude of Women ; com?)wn Prq/iitutes initiated to Trade ; how highly

they are valued, iffound; unmarried Women are Whores, though not called fo ; a
Defcription of the common Whores of Ardra.

Sir,

MY former treated of wars and the arts of deflruction, and in this I fliall touch upon
a fubjed which fupplies the devaftations the other makes ; that is, I fhall inform you in

the firfl place how the marriages go here, and of every thing naturally falling under
that head. Marriage here is not overloaded with ceremonies, nor have they any notion

of a previous courtfliip to bring on a match ; here are no tedious difputes on account
of marriage-fcttlements, but if a Negro fixes his eye upon a young woman (virgin I

fcarcely dare fay), nothing is more requifite than to apply to her father, mother or near-

eft relations, and a(k her of them, who very feldom deny a requeft of that reaibnable

nature, if it be but the leaft agreeable only to the daughter.

If the young woman is marriageable, he takes her home with him, but if yet too

young, he leaves her fonie time with her parents, which fome are not very willing to,

for reafons hereafter to be told. The bride brings no other fortune than her body,
nor does the man want much ; it is fufficient if he has enough to defray the expence
of the wedding-day, which confifts of a little gold, wine, brandy, a fheep for the rela-

tions, and new cloaths for the bride, which are proportioned to the circumftances of
the bridegroom, who keeps a very exact account of every thing he beflows on the

bride or her friends, that if fhe ever comes to be fo far difgufted at him as to leave

him, he may demand all again, which fhe or her friends nmfi pay to the utmoft exa£l-

ncfs, together with the wedding charges. But if he puts her away, the account is

fettled, and he has no pretence to demand any thing of her or her relations, unlefs he
produce very good reafons why he left her : in which cafe the mentioned difburfements

muft be refunded.

The wedding-day is not accompanied with feafting and jollity ; the bride is fome-
what extraordinarily drelfed for feveral days fuccefiively with fine cloaths, gold and
other ornaments, which are frequently borrowed or hired on thefe occafions; not

unlike thofe in Holland, who, to render their funeral fcafts the more fplendid, adorn
themfelves with other's feathers. Each man marries as many wives as he pleafcs or is

confiftcnt with his circumftances, though they feldom exceed twenty, but are com-
monly contented with a number betwixt three and ten, and thofe who would appear

very great, complete the mentioned number of twenty. Moft of thefe wives are obliged

to till the ground, plant Milhio or Jummes, or otherwife work for their hulbands, and
to take care that he finds fomething to eat when he comes home ; the beft of which is,

that they can very cheaply fatisfy him : whilft the man only idly fpends his time in im-
pertinent tattling (the women's bufinefs in our country) and drinking of palm-wine,

which the poor wives are frequently obliged to raiib money to pay for, and by their

hard labour maintain and fatisfy thefe lazy wretches their greedy thirft after wine.

Though others are not quite fo beaftly, particularly the traders in palm-wine, and fiflier-

men ; the former of which fell palm-wine, and the latter either go out to fifli, or
hire themfelves to us to row according as opportunity offers ; and thefe keep houfe the

moft peaceably and pafs the moft reputably through the world.

Thofe who are rich, have two wives perpetually exempted from labour ; the firft of
which is the oldcft and principal wife, here called La Mulierc CJrande, or the chief

woman ; to whom the houfc-kceping and connnand over all tlie reft is enlruftcd. The
3 H 3 fecond
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fecond is flie who is confecrated to his god, and thence called Boflum, of whom he is

very jealous, and fo much enraged if any man kiffcs her, that if he could do it privately,

he would fo feverely punifh her that fhe would not be able to ferve him fo again ; but

as for the remainder of his wives, he doth not watch them fo narrowly, efpecially if he

can get any money by them.

Thefe Boffums are flaves, bought withdefign to be confecrated to their god, and

therefore generally none of the moft difagreeable. With thefe they lie on their birth-

day or night, and that day of the week dedicated to their god } it is on this account

that they efteem their fortune better than that of other women.

The principal merchants' or traders' wives are the happieft, becaufe not obliged to

much labour out of the houfe, and they are well provided for by their hufbands.

Several Negroes are fo brutal that they marry many wives only to get a good living

by them, and to wear gilt horns. Thefe give their wives full order to entice other

men to lie with them ; which done, thefe fhe-brutes immediately tell their hufband,

who knows very well how to fleece the amorous fpark. It is inexpreflible what fub-

tleties thefe Phsedras ufe to draw men, but efpecially ftrangers, into the net ; to thofe

they will pretend they have no hufband, and are yet unmarried and free.

Others, whofe admirers very well know they are married, the better to allure them

to their embraces, will promife, and if required, fwear eternal fecrecy ; but moll of

them keep their words like women, and are fure not tb tell their hufband before they

fee him ; and indeed it would fall very hard upon them if their hufband came to the

knowledge thereof by any other means, which is fome excufe for their difclofing their

lover ; it being highly reafonable and a natural law, that a woman fhould further

the interefl of her hufband ; lince by this means they avoid the danger of punifhment,

which they ought to exped from their hulbands for concealment.

The fine for lying with another man's wife amongft the common people is about

four, five or fix pounds flerling ; but the rich muft bleed a greater fum, efpecially if

he has lain with a confiderable man's wife ; on which occafion it cofts a hundred

pounds or two.

Thefe caufes are very accurately pleaded and defended before the courts of judicature.

I, during my refidence, aded the part of a chief judge on this occafion above one

hundred times. You know that to deny is the fiifl rule in law, and the Negroes are

fo well fkilled in this, that they commonly deny the accufation the firft thing they do,

and oblige their accufers to confirm it by evidence, which the woman being moll capa-

ble of, is obliged to appear in full afVembly, and difphiy the whole adion in its mofl

natural broad terms and colours, with all its attending circumflances of time, place,

Jiow the criminal deported himfelf, and what he gave her : in a word, without forget-

ting the leafl particular. What think you, fir, is not tliis a rare trial, and very proper

for the ears of thofe old gentlemen of which this aflembly or court is compofed ? Efpe-

cially confidering that befides all this, fometimes the accufed urges in his defence, that

it is true that he was indeed juft ready to perpetrate the charged crime, but timely thinking

of the confequences, withdrew without reducing his intentions into action. In anfwer

to which, the lady is obliged to declare all particulars, and to give all pofTible proofs

of his completing the fad, infomuch that both flick fo clofe to their affertion, which
they back with fo much probability, that the old men are perplexed what fentence to

give without putting the man to his oath, and if he forfwears it, he is clear ; but if

he refufes that, fentence paffes againfl him, fince on tliefe occafion^ there are not many
witneffes.

Married
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Married people here have no community of goods, but each hath his or her parti-

cular propriety ; the man and his wife generally adjufl: the matter together, fo that they

are to bear the charge of houfe-keeping, while the cloathing of the whole family is at

his fole expence.

On the death of either the man or the wife, the refpeftive relations come and
immediately fweep away all, not leaving the widow or widower the leafl part thereof,

though they are frequently obliged to help to pay the funeral charges.

Some Negroes, befides wives, have alfo their concubines, which they feveral times pre-

fer before their wives, and take more care of them ; but their children are deemed illegi-

timate, and are not reckoned amongft the relations.

If a Negro has a child by his Have, whether married to her or not, his heir will look

upon it and keep it only as a flave, on which account thofe who love their flaves will

take care to make their children free with the ufual ceremonies before they die : after

which they are in every particular treated as free perfons.

The children they have by their wives are indeed legitimate, but all along the Gold
Coafl: never inherit their parents' effects, except at Acra only. The eldeft fon, fup-

pofing the father a king or a captain of a town, fucceeds him in his office only ; but
befides his father's fhield and fabre, he has nothing more to pretend to ; fo that it is

here no manner of advantage to be defcended from rich parents, unlefs (which feldom

happens) paternal love obliges them to beflow fomewhat on their children in their life-

time, which muft be very privately done, otherwife the relations, after their father's

death, will oblige the children to return it to the utmoft farthing.

The right of inheritance is very oddly adjulled ; and as far as I could obferve, the

brothers and filler's children are the right and lawful heirs, in the following manner.
They do not jointly inherit, but the eldefl fon of his mother is heir to his mother's

brother or his fon, as the eldeft daughter is heirefs of her mother's fifter or her

daughter : neither the father himfelf, or his relations, as brothers, fillers, kc. have any
claim to the goods of the defund, for what reafon they cannot tell : but I am of opi-

nion that this cuftom was introduced on account of the whoredom of the women,
herein following the cuftom of fome Eaft Indian Kings, who (as authors fay) educate

their fifters' fon as their own, and appoint him to fucceed in the throne, becaufe they

are more fure that their fifters' fon is of their blood than they can be of their own ;

for being obliged to truft a woman no way related to them, if ihe commit adultery, the

child may be entirely eftranged from their blood.

In deficiency of the mentioned heirs, the brothers or fifters take place ; but if none
of them are in being, then the nearelt relation to the mother of the defuncl comes in.

But their account of this fubjetl is fo perplexed and obfcure, that hitherto no Euro-

pean has been able to obtain a clear defcription of it, as I am certain they never will
j

notwithftanding that the Negroes are fo accurately perfeft in it, that they never com-
mit any error on this head : not but that great dilputes arife fometimes amongft them
on this occafion ; but thefe arc never owing to their ignorance who is the heir ; but

happen from the next heir's being too potent in men and arms, and therefore ftretching

beyond the due bounds of inheritance.

I have already told you how many wives the Negroes marry ; and herein they place

the greateft glory and grandeur, as their riches confift in the multitude of flaves,

though they frequently conduce to their ruin, becaufe every man is obliged to make
pood the injury which his flave does ; if he is guilty of theft or adultery, his mafter is

obliged to pay the fine impofed for his crime.

The
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The Negroes are alfo refponfible for their fons, nephews, and other relations ; though

in this cafe the relations help each other by a mutual contribution, each giving fome-

thing towards it according to his circumftances ; which, if he fhould not do, the criminal

would be condemned to death or flavery.

Having at large defcribed the marriages of the Coaft Negroes, let us fee how the

in-land Negroes behave themfelves in their marriage-ftate, and what punifhment they

inflicl on adultery ; fince freed from any fubjection to the Europeans, they are more
fevere on this occafion.

He who debauches a Negro's wife here, is not only generally entirely ruined, but

his relations often fufFer with him : for if the Injured perfon bt- a rich and great man,

he is not contented with ruining the malcfaclor only, but will not be quiet till he hath

removed him out of the way. If the guilty perfon is a flave, his death is undeniably

determined, and that in the moft cruel manner that can be deviled, befides a fine laid

upon his mafter ; and the men here detefting the fore-.^oing fordic: manner of trading

with their wives ufual on the Coaft, a woman caught in adultery is alfo in great danger

of her life, unlefs her relations pacify the enraged hufband with a laree kim of n-.oney.

But fhe who lies with her hulband's flave is infallibly condemned to death, as well

as the flave her paramour : befides all which, her relations are obliged to pay a fum to

her hufband.

Every confiderable Negro is in this cafe for the moft part his own judge ; and is he

too weak alone to avenge himfelf, he calls his friends to his '.ffiftance, who readily

lend him their helping-hand, each being fure to get fomething of the compenfation

which occurs.

Thefe Negroes are richer than thofe who live amongft us ; and therefore a perfon

guilty of this crime is puniflied with utmoft feverity. I have heard of fines amounting

to above five thoufand pounds fterling paid on account of adultery. Befides Acra,

Apam, and Coromantyn, there are very few places on the Gold Coaft where I have

not lived, and I do not remember in any of them ever to have met with a Negro who
was poffefled of fo large a fortune j or with any King but what, after having fold all he

had in the world to raife fuch a fum, would find himfelf not able to do it : but when
I talk, at this rate, I would except the King of Aquamboe, and according to report

alfo him of Acron ; which two being joined, polfefs more gold than all the reft

together.

It is undeniable that jealoufy is always accompanied with love ; thefe two paffions

being fo infeparable, that though they produce contrary effefts, yet they feem in reality

but the fame thing. But however jealous the Black women are of their hulbands, yet

they have no fatisfadion to pretend to, if their hufbands, by diverting themfelves with

other women, rob them of their right ; their only remedy is to wean him from this

vice, by agreeable, foft and tender means ; for none of them, befides his chief wife,

dare pretend to chide him for it : fhe, indeed, when opportunity offers, will charge

him feverely on that account, and threaten him that if he purfucs that courfe the will

leave him : but this muft be when the man is in a good humour, otherwife he won't

take it very well.

Before I advance any farther, I ought to inform you, that all I impart to you con-

cerning the in-land Negroes, is not the rcfult of my own obfervation, I never having

been at thofe places ; but is only collefted from the relation of the Negroes that come
from thence : but they are fuch people, that in this and other things I dare affure myfelf

of the truth of what they fay. However I do not hand it to you as my own.

I Each
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Each wife is fure to do her bed to pleafe and charm her hufband, in order to be
preferred above the reft in his love.

The wife, who is fo fortunate as to be bijj with child, is very much refpefted by her

hulband, and waited on ; befides which, if it is the firft time, rich offerings are made
to the falfe-god, to obtain her fafe delivery. The ceremonies ufed on occafion of a
woman's being big with the firfl child, are very foolifh and ridiculous. As foon as

tliey find themfelves pregnant, they are brought to the fea-Ihore in order to be waihed

;

though before file can get thither, fhe is followed by a great number of boys and girls,

who fling all manner of dung and filth at her in her way to the fea, where flie is ducked
and waflied clean. Why this is done I cannot tell, unlefs it be becaufe they vainly

believe that if it is omitted, the mother, the child, or fome of the relations, will cer-

tainly die foon after.

As foon as the child is born, and the prieft has confecrated it, if above the common
rank, it hath three names beftowed on it (though always called by one) ; the firft is

that of the day of the week on which it is born ; the next, if a fon, is his grand-

father's ; if a girl, her grandmother's name ; though this is not ftridly obferved by
the Negroes, fome of them giving their own, or the names of fome of their relations

to their children : after which, their names increafe with their years : has any perfon

behaved himfelt valiantly in the war, he obtains a name derived from thence, as he
doth by killing a chieftain of the enemies : docs he kill a wild ravenous beaft, he gets

a new name by it. But it would be a day's work to recite all their names, and the occa-

fions of them ; it is fufficient to tell you, that the number given to fome men amounts
to twenty ; the chief of which, and by which he is moft honoured, is that given him
when they are drinking palm-wine together in the market-place. The common name
by which they are called, is one of thofe given them at their birth. Some are called

after the number of children that their mother has borne, as the eighth, the ninth, or

tenth cliild ; but this is only when the mother has borne above fix or feven children.

In the country of Ante, if a woman has borne ten children, (he is obliged to be
feparated from her hulband, and live in a folitary hut, remote from all the reft of man-
kind, for the fpace of a whole year, where ftie is carefully furnifiied with all necef-

faries of life ; after the expiration of this term, and the performance of all cullomary

ceremonies, flie returns to her huft)and, and lives with him as before : this is a cuftom
fo particular, that I do not know any nation befides where it is in ufe ; and why it is

practifed here I am alfo ignorant, unlefs it be grounded on fome fuperftitious opinion,

that it will defend them from fome evil.

When the cuftom of women is upon the female fex, they arc not only efteemcd un-

clean, and feparated from their huiband, but they are not fulfered to go into another

man's houfe, at leaft to lodge, and are confequently obliged to remain in a fmall hut

near their father's or hulband's houfe.

The children are not circumcifed any where on the Gold Coaft, but at Acra. But
whence the cuftom of holding women unclean, and circumcifing the children, fliould

be derived irom, 1 own I cannot tell ; to carry it up as high as the Judaic times, fcems
to me too far ; though feveral Europeans favour this aiVcrtion, urging, that the Negroes
ftill retain feveral laws and cuftoms which favour of Judaifm, as that laft mentioned,
the lionouring of the moon at the time when the Jews begin their feftival, the marrying
of their brother's wife, and feveral more, which feem the fame in efleft, as well as

the names, of which here are feveral which occur in the Old Tellament. But all this

cannot, in the leaft, incline me to their opinion ; I fliould be more eafily perfuaded

that they had all thefe from the Mahometans, whofe religion is a mere rhapfody of

Chriftianity,
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Chriftianity, Judaifm, and Heathenifm ; which, extending itfelf from one country to

another, might probably reach hither : this conjedure being confiderably ftrengthened

from the natives of Adra and Fida, their being cuftomed to trade feveral hundred miles

in-land, till they come to the Barbary coaft, and not iiuprobably to the Moors country.

Which being granted, it is not unnatural to fuppofe they may have learned and brought

home fome fragments of their religion.

But to return to our fubject. Several of each fes here live unmarried, at leaft for

fome time, though commonly the number of fmgle women exceeds that of fingle men,
and that for reafons hereafter to be told ; and yet very few Negroes die, unlefs it be

very young, unmarried. The men marry as foon as they can raife money to defray

the wedding charges, which, being fo very inconfiderable among the common people,

they get a wife very foon. The children of the chief or rich people, whofe relations

are inclined to it, and want no money, are frequently married before they become ac-

quainted with the diflintlion of fexes : further, feveral families, willing to be more
nearly allied, interchangeably marry their children as foon as they are born, without

any other ceremony than the agreement of parents on both fides.

The reafons why the women here continue longefl unmarried, is, firft, becaufe that

they live a more free life than when married, being now at perfecl liberty to admit the

embraces of any or feveral men, if they pleafe. Thefe fort of women generally marry

amongll common people, and feldom content themfelves with their hufbands alone.

'I'he fecond reaibn is, the vail multitude of women ; their number much exceeds

that of the men, which obliges them to flay till they are afked. Though this long

waiting becomes lefs irkfonie, becaufe it is no manner of fcandal to ftay their appetites

as often as they think fit ; nor are they therefore rudely accounted whores ; but on the

contrary, are always thought as fitting to be thofe for wives as any other ; and accord-

ingly, in their turn, get hufl>ands as well as the reft.

In the countries of Egnira, Abocroe, Ancober, Axim, Ante, and Adom, are feveral

women who never marry, and who only are called whores, being regularly initiated in

that trade, and fet apart for it.

Each of the above-mentioned towns has two or three of thefe miferable wretches,

according to their largenefs. The money that they get they bring to their mafters,

who return them fo much out of it as is neceffary to fubfift them in cloaths and

neceffaries.

Thefe women are very miferable, when they have caught any venereal infe£lion,

from which they feldom efcape long free ; for proftituting themfelves as well to the

unfound as found, they are in continual danger ; and being once feized by that dif-

temper it muft take its courfe ; for it feldom happens that any-body is touched with

any concern for her, not fo much as her own mafter, to whom fhe belongs ; for as

foon as the gain begins to ceafe, they withdraw their hands, and never fo much as

take the leaft care of her ; and thus thefe unhappy creatures come to a miferable end.

But as long as they are found, and in their flower, they are in very great efteem :

and it is impolllble to alBid a land or town more fenfibly than by feizing thofe creatures.

For example, if our factor at Axim have any difpute with his fubordinate Negroes, no

way will more etfeftually bring them to reafon than by taking one of thele whores

into cuftody, and confining her in the fort ; for as foon as this news reaches the Man-
ceros ears, they go with flying fails to the Caboceros, and earneftly defire them to

give the factor fatisfaftion, that they may have her fet at liberty again ; urging as a

reafon why they requeft it in fuch a prelfing manner, that during their imprifonment

thofe men who have no wives will be put to the utmoll necefTity tor a woman, and be

8 prompted
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prompted to run the danger of lying with men's wives. Tliis I can aflure you of the

truth of by my own experience, having had more than one proof of it ; for at one

time fecuring five or fix Caboceros, and at the other two or three whores, I found

hardly any-body befides their oA'n relations concerned for the former; but on account

of the other, the whole village came upon their knees ; and every-body, though he

had no particular interefl: in it, was very much concerned for their liberty.

The countries of Commany, Ehnina, Fetu, Saboe, Fantyn, &c. have none of thefe

whores, and yet there is no want of unmarried women, and they without any diftinc-

tion, than that of being too young, are almofl: all whores, though they indeed do not

bear tliat name.

In Fida and the country about it, and in all the land of Fida, is a very great plenty

of thefe whores, and at a cheaper price than on the Gold Coaft. In Fida I have feen

a va(t multitude of huts, not above ten foot long and fix broad, placed near the great

roads throughout the whole country, in which thofc women are obliged to ply at their

appointed days in the week. It is cuftomary for fome of the moft confiderable and
rich Negro ladies, when lying upon their death-bed, to buy fome of thefe foreign fe-

male flaves, and make a prefent of them to the public ; which thefe tender-hearted

gentlewomen take for a great work of mercy and charity, as fome people in Europe do
the buying maffes for the fouls in purgatory.

Thus I have detained you a tedious while on the marriages of the Negroes, and

expofed to your view all our venereal warehoufes, and all their contained ftores.

LETTER XIII. — How the Negroes deport thcmfehcs to the fick ; they do not depend

on medicinal Remedies alone, but make Offerings to their Gods on account of the Jick ;

what thefe eonfiji of ; their Gratitude to Pbyjicians, 'ivhich theyfrequently change, and
retiezu their Offerings. — The Slaves alfo make Offerings for their European Maflcrs,

and the Mulatto Womenfor their Hufbands ; which is likewifc approved byfo?ne Euro-

peans ; their tfual Remedies, which, though they feem contradidnry to the Ends for
which they are adminijiered, yet frequentlyfuccccd.— The great E.£icacy of green Ve-

getables in Difeafcs, and even in Wounds.— The Enquiry after the Caufc of any Per-

fon^s Death ; their Que/lions put to the dead, and their falfe God, with the Refponfes ;

an Accident on that account which bcfel one of the Author s Servants. — The Affcrtion

offome who affirm that the Negroes afk Advice ofthe Devil, confuted ; and a Relation

how their Quefiions to the Dead are managed.— Thefmving of the Women on occafion

of the Death of their Hufbands ; cleanfing the dead Body.— A Dcfcription of their

Manner of burying the Dead ; pompous Funerals of the principal People.— How they

preferve the Corpfe from rotting feveral Months above Ground.— Living Men facri-

ficcd for the Dead ; the Cruelty attending that Cuflom, as the Author himfetf has

obfcrvcd. — Their building of a Hut on the Grave ; and the Opinion offome Writers

on that fubjccl cotitradided.— The funeral Ceremonies renewed one Tear after the

Deccafe.— The Negroes very dcfirous to be buried in their own Country, or at leaji

that their Bones may be brought thither ; and how that is managed.

Sir,

THE letters which I have fent you fince thofe you have already received of mine^

are five in number : treating of, ift, The infalubrity of this countr)', and wherein

it confifls. 2d, Concerning the nature of the inhabitants at large. 3d, Of their

religion. 4th, Of their government, wars, power of their Kings : which is followed

VOL. \vi. 31 by
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by the fifth and laft, treating of their marriages, &c. I hope you have received foms
of them before now, and that the remainder will follow in due time : but for fear any
fliould unhappily mifcarry, I herewith fend you the copies of them.

Death being the period of all human affairs, 1 fnall conclude my defcription of thefe

nations with a fhort difcufllon of that fubjed, after which you will not be troubled with

any more than three letters from me ; one, concerning the wild and tame quadrupeds

,of this country ; the fecond, of the fowls, infe£ts and fifhes ; and the laft, of vegetables

:

unlefs I can think of any other thing, and then you may be fure not to fail of it.

But to return to our defign. Let us examine what cuftoms are ufual amongft the

Negroes on occafion of ficknefs, death and burying.

Any Negro falling fick here is diligently enough attended, in proportion to his cir-

cumftances : for, as I have formerly hinted, they are all very much afraid of death

;

in which they are not much in the wrong, confidering that but once to die, is for ever

to be buried in oblivion. Acluated by this principle, they leave no means uneflayed

which may contribute to the extending the thread of life to as great a length as poflible

:

and had they the fame notion of the three fatal fifters as the antient Greeks, I doubt

not but thefe would have been the goddefles to which the greateft part of their offer-

ings would have been diredled.

In ficknefs (in which they agree with all the reft of the world), they firft have

recourfe to remedies ; however, not thinking them fufficient alone to preferve life and

reftore health, they apply their falfe and fuperftitious religious worfhip, as more efl'edtual

(o thofe ends ; and what contributes to the promotion of this cuftom, is, that he who here

acts the part of a doftor, is alfo a Feticheer or prieft, who confequently does not find

it very difficult to perfuade the patient's relations that he cannot be recovered without

fome offerings made to the falfe god in order to appeafe him ; and they being ftrongly

bent to fuperftition, and immediately ready to follow the prieft's advice, accordingly

defire him to enquire of their god what he would pleafe to have. The prieft to be fure

is not negligent in this affair, where the profit accrues to him, but as foon as poffible

puts his cheats in praftice ; and after his pretended enquiry, he informs them that they

mufl offer a fheep, hog, cock, dog, cat, or whatever he likes beft ; which fometimes

may be gold, cloth, drink, and other fuch like good things befides, which are always

proportioned to the ability of the perfon to be ferved ; for that alters the meafure of

thefe cheats, who always confider whether the man be in condition to bear this charge ;

and herein they are indeed to be preferred to fome Romifh priefts, whofe undiftinguifli-

ing exorbitant price of foul-maffes ruins feveral families.

Whatever the prieft requires, the Negroes freely part with ; and he kno\vs to what

ufe to put it. If the patient fhortly after recovers, either by virtue of nature's kindly

affiftance, or the efficacy of the medicines adminiftered, the prieft or doftor is fure

not to remain unrewarded ; for whatever Mr. William Godfchalk-van-Fokkenbrog may
pretend, that when cured, the fight of the do^or and the devil are equally welcome to

them ; they on the contrary are very far from ingratitude on thefe occafions.

And indeed his fenfe, turned quite contrary, is rather true of them, they being no-

fdoner recovered, but they extol their phyfician up to the heavens.

But does the difeafe increafe, and the patient grow worfe, frefh offerings are made,
which arc more expenfive than the former j fo that thefe continue till the patient is

rcftored to his priftine health, or dies.

It frequently happens that one phyfician is difcharged with a good reward, and another

called in his ftead, who begins a-new, and knows very well how to make his advantage

ef hjis patient's misfortune..

His
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His firfi bufinefs, joft like tlie phyficians in Europe, is to condemn his predecefTor's

Tnethod, and decry him as an ignorant pretender ; upon which new and very expenfive

offerings are to be made ; for this new comer, fearing the fate of him in whofe place he
came, endeavours to make as great advantage as is poffible in his time ; to this end he
makes ufe of fuch cunning frauds, that our Europeans, though bad enough, would be
put out of countenance by them. But pray, fir, do not take this to be aimed at you;
no, it cannot touch the honefl: phyfician, and fuch I take you for.

This change of phyficians fometimcs happens twenty times or more fucceflively, and
at a continual and greater charge than with us ; the Negroes are fo ftrangoly bigottcd

to thefe offerings, that they feveral times force the priefts to make them.

The boys, which are either (laves or fervants to the Europeans, if they think they
have a good maftcr, will, as foon as he is feized by the leaft indifpofition, without his

knowledge, go to the prieffs to make offerings for him that he may recover his health

;

and accordingly we have found upon the beds or in the chambers of fome of our prin-

cipal people, fome things confecrated or charmed by the prieft, laid there on purpofe
to defend their mailer from death ; and becaufe they know we are always difpleafed at

it, they always do it in private, and conceal it fo well, that it is impofiible for us to

difcover it before the perfon is dead, and they have had no time to remove it.

The Mulatto women (of whom I have formerly faid fomething), who would fain pafs

.

for Chriffians, than which they are nothing lefs, are extravagantly addifted to this

fuperftition ; if one of them is married to, or kept by an European, who loves and pays
her well ; if he falls fick, flie never fails to make rich offerings to the prieft, with much
warmer zeal and ftronger reliance on the fuccefs of them than the Negroes themfelves

:

but what is moft deplorable and deteftable, is, that here are even fome Europeans, who
not only think favourably of, and believe this idolatrous worfhip effeftual , but infti-

gate their fervants to it ; and are likewife grown very fond of wearing fome trifles

about their bodies, which are confecrated or conjured by the prieft.

The chief medicaments here in ufe, are firft and more efpecially lemon or lime-juice,

Malaget, otherwife called the grains of Paradifc, or the Cardamom, the roots, branches,

and gums of trees, about thirty feveral forts of green herbs, which are impregnated
with an extraordinary fanative virtue.

The remedies ufed here frequently feem pernicious in the cafe wherein they are given,

and yet are found very fuccelsful, as an inftance of which, pleafe to take one of the
moft common medicaments.

In cafe of a violent cholic, they give to drink morning and evening for feveral days
fucceffively a good calabafh of lime-juice and Malaget mixed, and in other difeafcs full

as contradiftory ingredients. But this is out of my province to talk of thefe things

:

wherefore I fhall rather leave it to you and others, better judges than myfelf; and only
add, that how contradiftory and improper foever thefe medicines may feem, yet I have
feen feveral of our countrymen cured by them, when our own phyficians were at a
lofs what to do.

The green herbs, the principal remedy in ufe amongft the Negroes, arc of fuch
wonderful efficacy, that it is much to be deplored that no European phyfician has
yet applied himfelf to the difcovcry of their nature and virtue ; for I do not only ima-
gine, but firmly believe, that they would prove more fucccfsful in the praQice of
phyfic than the European preparations, efpecially in this country, becaufe before they
reach us they have loft all their virtue, and are moflly corrupted : befides which, our
conftitution is in fome meafure changed here by the climate; and therefore this country-
remedies, in all probability, are better for our bodies than the European.

3 I 2 Thofe
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Thofe who are to come to this country, may, if they pleafe, endeavour to explorf

thefe plants ; for my part I Ihall here take my leave of them, with only informing

you, the better to evince the ftrange efficacy of thefe herbs, that I have feveral times

obferved the Negroes cure fuch great and dangerous wounds with them, that I have

flood amazed thereat.

After all the above-mentioned methods have been tried and prove ineffectual, and
the patient expires, this furnifhes his relations with frefh bufinefs ; they are now to

enquire into his death, or why he would die : for though it is probable and apparent

that he died a natural death, occafioned either by ficknefs, extreme old age, wounds,
or fome mortal diftemper, this will not fatisfy them in the leaft ; it mufl; certainly pro-

ceed from fome other caufe, according to the proverb, " Death is never without a

caufe ;" which is no-where in the world better believed than here. Immediately the

prieft and the relations mufl enquire whether the deceafed was ever perjured in his

life ; if he was, they believe they have difcovered the caufe of his death, which was a

punifhment to the perjury : but if he be found innocent of this, the next inqueil to be

made is, whether he had any powerful enemies, who may have laid P'etiches in his

way, which might occafion his death (thefe Fetiches I have before defcribed j, upon
which fometimes fome of his enemies are attacked and examined very clofely ; and if

he has been accullomed to fuch practices, though never lb long pall, he will hardly

come off with a whole (kin.

I cannot here pafs by what happened to myfelf eight years part, when I was at

Axim : I was advifed, in order to the advancement of the Company's trade, to fend a

meffenger to the King of Dinkira ; in purfuance of which, I fent one of my fervants

with a handfome prefent to him, who received him and the prefent very civilly, and was

very well pleafed with both. The Brandenburghers had alio fent one of iheir young
men with a prefent to him at the fame time ; whom this King received, as well as his

prefent, with very great marks of friendfliip, he defiring to live in a good underlland-

ing with the Europeans. Both thefe fervants waited at this prince's court, expecting

that he by the iirft convenience Ihould difpatch them both to their mailers ; but after

refiding there in expectation about fix weeks in vain, he died : which accident expofed

their lives to the utmoft; danger ; for the relations of the deceafed, ridiculoufly fuppof-

ing they had occafioned his death, feized and bound them ; after which they made
enquiry by their priefts whether the prefents they brought were not poilbned or con-

jured : but thefe cheats were at this time fo honed, that in appearance, according to

their religious rites, they pronounced them innocent and declared them free ; upon
which they were immediately releafed, and delivered from their dreaded death, and

afterwards difpatched back to us with prefents. By this you may fee how we fall into

danger here in this country, without the leafl reafon to fufpeCl or fear it. But now to

return where I left off.

If there be no fufpicion of poifon, then enquiry is made if his wives, children, and

other perfons about him, and his flaves, have attended him with due care, or been

liberal enough in their offerings : but if no deficiency can be here found, and confe-

quently the caufe of the perfon's death is yet undifcovered ; then they have recourfe to

the moft common and lafl refuge, which is always at hand ; the man died becaufe he

was deficient in the performance of his religious rites ; which we have already defcribed

at large.

Then the prieft goes to the dead perfon, and afks him why he died : if you alk who
is the refponfor, I believe that Simon de Ures, who always brings the devil in for a

ihare of the play, as very frequently converfing with men, would fay, or rather fwear,

that
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tliat he, in the fliape of the deceafed or their falfe god makes the anfwer : but if you
would have my fentiments, I really believe the dead, the devil, and the falfe god, are

all three equally dumb, and therefore uncapable of anfwering : but the true anfwerer

is the roguifli prieft himfelf only ; who informs the relations as it bell fuits his interefts,

that his god and the dead have made fuch anfwers ; which to be fure, as before, are

thofe which agree belt with their ends, and feem to have the greateft appearance of

truth. This decifive anfwer of the prieft paffes for unqueflionable truth ; and accord-

ing to what he fays they always adjuft their affairs.

But now I remember, that I have found it in a certain author, or rather more than

one, laid down as a pofitive afl'ertion, that the Negrnes in doubtful cafes directly apply

themfelves to the devil and a(k advice of him, governing themfelves according to his

anfwer : but on my own experience, I can afture you that it is utterly falfe ;uid

groundlefs ; and what is moft commendable in theni, is, that they do not defire fuch

a near acquaintance with the devil ; and all their queftions of moment in time of need,

are addreffed to their falfe god, or rather in effeft to their priefls, without ever fo

much as thinking of the devil or his attendants ; much lefs in hidden or doubtful

cafes do they afk advice of him, or oblige themfelves to fquare their affairs to the rule

of his anfwer.

The cuflomary queftions to the dead are put in feveral manners : for inftance, fome
men take the dead body in prefence of the prieft upon their fhoulders ; and then it is

aiked, " Did you not die for fuch a caufe ?" If he did, the men who hold him,

by I know not what hidden impulfe, are obliged to incline the body towards the

querent ; which is taken for an affirmative anfwer : otherwife they ftand flill.

As foon as the fick perfon is expired, they fet up fuch a difmal crying, lamentation,

and fqueaking, that the whole town is filled with it ; by which it is foon publifhed that

fomebody is lately dead : befides which, the youth of the deceafed's acquaintance

generally pay their lafl duty of refpect to him, by firing feveral mufquet-fhot.

If the deceafed be a man, his wives immediately fhave their heads very clofc, and
fmear their bodies with white earth, and put on an old worn-out garment ; thus ad-

jufted, they run about the flreet like mad women, or rather fhe-furies, with their hair

hanging upon their cloaths ; withal making a very difmal and lamentable noife, con-

tinually repeating the name of the dead, and reciting the great aftions of his pafl life

:

and this confufed tumultuary noife of the women lafts feveral days fucceffively, even
till the corpfe is buried.

If a principal man is killed in battle, and his companions have no opportunity, by
reafon of the continuance of the war, to fecure, hide, or bury his body (for the funeral

rites muft be performed in their own country), his wives are then obliged in all that in-

terval, to be in mourning, and a fliorn head.

A long time after, perhaps ten or twelve years, as opportunity offers, the funeral

ceremonies are renewed, with the fame pomp and fplendour as if they had died a few

days paft : on which occafion alfo his wives again put on their mourning, cleanfe and
adjuft themfelves as before.

Whilfl the women are lamenting abroad, the neareft relations fit by the corpfe,

making a difmal noife, wafhing and cleanfing themfelves, and farther performing the

ufual ceremonies : the diftant relations alfo alfcmble from all places, to be prefent at

thefe mourning rites ; he that is negligent herein being fure to bleed very freely if he
cannot urge lawful reafons for his abfence.

The town's people and acquaintance of the deceafed come alfo to join their lamen-
tations, each bringing his prefent of gold, brandy, fine cloth, fhects, or fomething

4 elfe J
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elfe ; whicli, it is pretended, is given to be carried to the grave with the corpfe ; and
the larger prefent of this nature any perfon makes, the more it redounds to his honour
and reputation.

During this ingrefs and egrefs of all forts of people, brandy in the morning and
palm-wine in the afternoon are very brifkly filled about ; fo that a rich Negro's

funeral becomes very chargeable : for after all this, they are richly cloathed when put

into the coffin ; befides which feveral fine cloaths, gold Fetiches, high-prized corals,

(of which I have feveral times fpokenj, Conte de Terra, and feveral other valuable

things are put into the coffin to him, for his ufe in the other life, they not doubting but

he may have occafion for them.

The value and quantity of his coffin furniture is adjufted in proportion to- what the

deceafed left his heir, or perhaps to the heir's conveniency. All this being over, and

the relations and friends met together, after two or three days the corpfe is buried ;

before which a parcel of young foldiers go, or rather run, continually loading and dif-

charging their mufquets, till the deceafed is laid in the ground : a great multitude of

men and women follow without the lead order, fome being filent, others crying and
fhrieking as loud as pofiible, whilfl: others are laughing as loud j fo that all their grief

is only in appearance.

As foon as the corpfe is in the ground, every one goes where they pleafe, but moft

to the houfe of mourning, to drink and be merry, which lafts for feveral days fuccef-

fively ; fo that this part of the mourning looks more like a wedding than a funeral.

They fometimes keep a King, or a very great perfon, a whole year above ground ;

and to prevent putrifaftion, they lay the corpfe upon a wooden utenfil, like a grid-iron,

which they put over a very gentle clear fire, that by flow degrees dries it : others inter

their dead privately in their own houfes, though they give out that they preferve tlie

corpfe in the former manner, and that in due time they will fee the funeral rites folemnly

performed. The day being come, when the King is to be publicly buried, public notice

thereof is given, not only to the people of his own nation, but other countries, which

occafions fuch a vaft; concourfe as is really furprifing, each being curious enough to

come to fee the funeral folemnities, and it is certainly very well worth while ; fince, on
this occafion, every-body is as richly habited as poflible, and one may fee more pomp
and fplendour in one day, than at other times in feveral years.

In fuch funerals as thefe, feveral flaves of the deceafed are killed and facrificed on
his account, in order to ferve him in the other world ; as are alfo fome of his wives

and efpecially the Boffums, or thofe which he in his life had dedicated to his falfe god,

being one of his wives, and one of his principal fervants : but what is moft abominable,

is, that feveral poor wretched men, who, through age or inability, are become inca-

pable of labour, are fold on purpofe to be made viftims in thefe accurfed offerings.

It is a mofl; deplorable fpedacle to fee thefe miferable creatures killed in the moft

barbarous manner in the world ; what with hacking, piercing, tormenting, &c. they

endure a thoufand deaths.

It was not without the utmofl; horror that I faw eleven perfons killed in this manner

;

aniongft which there was one, who, after having endured a great deal of exquifite

torture, was delivered to a child of fix years of age, who was to cut off" his head,

which it was about an hour in doing, not being flrong enough to wield the fabre.

Thefe human facrifices are in ufe amongff thofe Negroes who are not fully fubje£l to

our government, and live very diffant from our forts ; but where we have any au-

thority we do not fufter them, though they will privately remove to other places, in order

to perpetrate this villany.

8 The
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The Negroes generally build a fmall cottage or hut, or elfe plant a little garden of
rice on the grave, into which they throw feveral worthlefs goods of the deceafed, but
not houfehold ftuff or other valuable moveables, as authors would have it : there is no
fuch cuftom at prefent ; and, I believe, if I can judge of their nature, never was in

ufe, unlefs in the days of Methufalem, which is a little too far for either they or me
to look.

At Axim, and other places, they place feveral earthen images on the graves, which
are wafhed one year after the funeral ; when they renew the funeral ceremonies in as

expenfive a manner as at the interment itfelf.

The Negroes are flrangely fond of being buried in their own country ; fo that if any
perfon dies out of it, they frequently bring his corpfe home to be buried, unlefs it be
too far diftant, in which cafe they bury him there ; and if he have any friends or ac-

quaintance there, they cut off his head, one arm, and one leg, which they cleanfe,

boil, and carry to his own country, where they are interred with frefh folemnity, as

creditably as fuits with the circumllances of the defund.

LETTER XIV. — DefcriB'mg the tame and wild Quadrupeds ; ayidfirjl the tame, -viz.

Bulls, Cows, Sheep, Goats, Horfes, AJfes, Hogs, Dogs, Cats, Rats, and Mice:
after having treated of the Nature of thefe, the Author paffes to the tame feathered
Kind, as Hens, Ducks, Turkeys, and Doves : after which he comes to the wild Bcafis.—A complete Defcription of the Elephant, and fome Writers on that Subjefl charged

with Errors : of the Buffaloes, Tigers, Wood-hounds or wild Dogs, Caymans, wild
Boars ; feveral Sorts of Harts, Hares, Porcupines, Hedge-hogs, Sluggards, wood or

wild Rats, Boutees, Civet-cats, wild Cats, Mufk Mice, Berbes, Squirrels, Kokeboesy

Legnanes, Arompos ; feveral Sorts of Apes, various Kinds of Lizards, Salamanders;

and a large Account of the Camelion, extracted from Monfieur de Bruyn's Travels ;

with the Difference betwixt thofe of Africa and ihofe of Smirna.

PURSUANT to my promife in my laft, to give you a defcription of the animals of
this country, I intend in this to treat of the four-footed beads and tame birds ; the

infefts and wild fowl being referved to another opportunity.

Beginning to defcribe the animals of this country, the firll which offer themfelves to

our view aniongfl: the tame kind, are the horned cattle, fuch as the bulb, oxen, cows,

goats, hx.. DInkirka, Afiante, Akim, and other in-land countries, abound with

great numbers of thefe ; but by reafon of the diflant fituation of thefe places, only a

few bulls and cows are brought to the coafl: : but at Axim, Pocquefou, Elmina, and
Acra, great quantities are bred, and more efpecially at or about Acra, becaufe the

opportunity is there very convenient to bring them from the countries of Aquamboe
and Lampi.

In all other places of the Gold Coaft we only find bulls and cows, for the Negroes

are ignorant of the way of gelding bullocks into oxen. At Axim thefe cattle have

indifferent good pafture, and accordingly thrive and fatten very well, as alfo amongft

the Brandenburghers at Pocquefou and Acra ; but at Elmina and the circumjacent

country, they are always dry and lean, and confequently do not prove very delicate.

This is the only place, by reafon of the Negroes ignorance, where the cows are milked ;

but they yield fuch a quantity of wretched milk, that twenty or thirty are fcarce fuffi-

cicnt to fupply the direcHior-generars tabic.

Thefe
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Thelb are lb very light and fniall, that one of the beft cows, in her full growth, doth

not weigh above two hundred and fifty pounds, though by their bulk they might rea-

fonably be thought to weigh one half more ; but all animals in this country, whether

human or irrational, however they may be indifferent large, yet are very light, which

I am apt to think proceeds from their forry food, which, inftead of a firm, produces

only a fpongy, loofe, and tough flefh ; hence all their beef is of an ungrateful tafte :

notwithftanding all which, about twelve pounds fterling is commonly given for one of

thefe beafts.

The calves, which might reafonably be expefted to be good, are but very indifferent,

by reafon of the poor milk they fuck from the cows ; io that both beef and veal prove

here but very forry meat.

There are great numbers of fheep, if I may fo call them, all over the coaft, but

yet they are very dear. Thefe fort of cattle are fhaped like ours in Europe, from which

they differ only in fize, being not above half as big : they have no wool, but that

want is fupplied with hair ; fo that here the world feems inverted, for the fheep are

hairy and the men wooly ; that excrement in the Negroes being more like wool than

hair.

Our mutton here does not bear the leafl fimilitude to that of Europe, this being very

dry, infomuch that a nice eater will very feldom eat of it, and the common people,

who are not very good at diftinguifhing taftes, are obliged to forbear it, becaufe

their purfes will not reach it. Well, let them be as bad as they will, the price is

generally about feveri or eight and twenty fhillings fterling. If any perfon is a great

lover of mutton, he may improve to a tolerable degree, by gelding a young ram, and

fattening him with fried barley meal ; after which, though he is not comparable to

European mutton, yet a curious palate may juft bear it.

Goats are here in innumerable abundance : they differ from thofe in Europe chiefly

in fhape, being very fmall, but much fatter and more flelhy than the fheep ; for which

reafon fome men prefer them, efpecially the he-goats, which, gelt young, in a fliort

time grow bigger and very fat : the price of a full-grown goat is here about twelve or

thirteen Ihillings Englifli money.

I cannot omit a ridiculous opinion of the Negroes confcerning the goats : they tell us,

and alfo believe themfelves, that in the beginning of the world there was a certain

goddefs, who ufed to anoint herfelf with odoriferous ointment and oil ; which the hc-

goats perceiving, applied themfelves to her, defiring that fhe would pleafe to anoint

them with the fame ointment, which ftie feemed to confent to ; but, indeed, inftead

of the odoriferous, defignedly took a box of ftinking ointment, with which ftie

anointed their bodies, whence they fmell fo ftrong to this day. The he-goats, knowing

no better than that it was the true unguent, were very well pleafed with it, and

their breed continuing in the fame opinion, whenever it rains, fly always to flielter

themfelves fomewhere, left the water ftiould wafli off" their delicious fcent. What
think you of this, fir ? Dare you affirm that beafts, in former days, did not fpeak, after

fuch convincing proof as this ?

You muft not expeft that their horfes ftiould be like Sejanus's horfe, or Alexander's

Bucephalus : and as their riders have no reafon to fear the accident occafioned by the

former, fo they muft not expedl the courage of the latter. They are fomewhat

more like the northern horfes in fize, though nothing near fo well fhaped. On the

Coaft we have none, but there are great numbers in the in-land country ; they are very

Ill-ftiaped : their heads and necks, which they always carry downwards, are very like

thofe of an afs j they go as if they were falling, and will not ftir forwards, unlefs

forced
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forced on by blows, without which they would move but very flowly : they are fo very

low, that a tall man, fitting upon their backs, may very near touch the ground with

his feet : but I (hail fay no more of them.

There are alfo affes enough here, which are fomewhat higher than the horfes, and
in their kind handfomcr. We formerly had three or four on the fhore, but they do
not live long, for want of good feeding, as I fuppofe. I do not find that the Negroes
life them to carry burthens, but only to ride upon ; for which purpofe, indeed, they

are as s;ood as the horfes here.

Nor IS there any want of hogs in the lead ; but thofe bred by the Negroes, are really

worth nothing, the flefli is fo flaggy and the bacon fo forry ; but thofe which we fatten

ourfelves-may pafs for tolerable ones, though tliey are not comparable to thofe of
Fida ; which, for the delicacy of the tafte and firmncfs of their bacon, are not only as

good as the European but better : a hog of ninety pounds weight is here fold for about
three pounds fterling, notwithftanding they are fo hidifterent as I have told you.

To complete our tame quadrupeds, I (hall touch upon their dogs, cats, rats, &c.

The Negroes are great lovers of dog's-fleih ; hence it is, that thofe who bring a dog
here may fell him dear enough, the Negroes willingly giving a flieep for him, if any
thing large, and fome will add fomething to-boot, in order to put him into their bark-

ing or dog-fchool ; out of which they fell their puppies at the dearefl: rate. They pre-

fer dog's-flelh for their eating to that of cattle, and accordingly efteem a meal of that

the beft treat they can take or give.

In procefs of time our dogs alter ftrangely here ; their ears grow long and ftifF, like

thofe of foxes, to which colour alfo they incline ; fo that in three or four years they

degenerate into very ugly creatures ; and in three or four broods their barking turns

into a howl.

The cats are alfo cfleemed ufeful by the Negroes, but I never found that they eat

them, unlefs forced thereto by neceflity, as fome of our flaves, being under confine-

ment, often kill and eat of them, if they can catch them ; but we do not find that

the cats are fubjecl to change like the dogs ; on the contrary, they continue the fame.

To augment the plagues of this country, it is peltered with fuch prodigious numbers
of rats and mice, but efpccially of the former, that they are not a little formidable,

and do us no fmall injury, gnawing and Healing all they can come at.

Taking our leave of the quadrupeds, it is now fit we fay fomething of the tame
fowl, whofe fpecies are fo few, that they will not take up much time; they confiding

of hens, ducks, turkeys, and pigeons, the two latter being in our hands j for that the

Negroes have not any.

The mofl: common are the cocks and hens, and therefore deferve the firft place

:

they are in great plenty all over the coaft, in time of peace ; for in war-time, as if thefe

animals were refolved to have no fiiare in the public calamity, there is fcarce any of
them to be had ; and the proverbial advice of our Boors, " Take care of your hens,

the foldiers are coming," feems to be very well followed here ; for, as in time of peace,

four of them may be bought for about four Ihiliings and fixpence ; fo in war-time, it

is well if we can get two for that price.

At Axim thefe fowls are very fat and good, though fmall ; but about F.lmina and
other places of the Coaft, they are fo dry and clean, and contain fo little fklh, that a

good llomach would require fomething clfc to make up a meal, after eating three of
them.

Next are the ducks, which have been but few years known on this Coaft. I cannot
tell from what country they were brought j but they have iio manner of affinity with
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thofe of Europe, not indeed are they much like them ; being one half larger, and of

another colour, commonly white, or black, white and brown mixt. The drakes have

a large red knob on their bills, almoft like the turkeys, only it does not hang fo loofc,

but firmer, and is very like a cherry : thefe ducks ought to be eaten young, for if the)

are old they are tough and infipid.

There are no turkeys amongll the Negroes, but a few kept here for the diredor-

general ; and their flelh is no very great delicacy.

We have great number of pigeons at fome of our forts, all which are of the common
fpecies of tield or wild-doves j which, when young, aflbrd thofe who love them a good fort

of food.

Thefe are all the tame animals which I find in this country ; our next talk is to con-

fider the wild beads.

It is but reafonable that I fhould begin with that wonderful bead the elephant, who
is endowed with fo many different, good and remarkable qualities, that, to rob him of

the firft place among the beafls, is a piece of injuftice. I fhall not recite a great many
particulars concerning him ; either becaufe I cannot relate them upon my own obferva-

tion, or that feveral have done it already : befides which, fome authors have allowed

themfelves to tell us feveral very (Irange and ill-digefled (lories concerning its copula-

tion, pregnancy, bringing forth its young, its age, changing its teeth, and feveral other

follies; and it is not without reafon that I call them fo. For, as far as I can learn, no man
in the world ever faw how they engendered, nor can tell how long they go pregnant,

in what feparable places they call their young, or whether they change their teeth or

not. Thefe are all wild guclTes, of which we can get no information by tamed ele-

phants, and, therefore, this knowledge mufl come out of the woods ; but how they

come to converfe fo long with thefe wild beafls there as to obtain fuch an accurate ac-

count of them, I can fcarce believe any-body, except good old Pliny can pretend to it.

The famous writer concerning all forts of books and hillories, "fays, according to my
beft remembrance, in one of his books, that Pliny has long fince been a fabulous

writer ; but that, at prefent, feveral of his relations have been confirmed by the dif-

coveries of judicious travellers.

None, I believe, will deny that Pliny defcribes fome things truly ; but, on the other

fide, is, beyond contradidion, wild, groundlefs, and falfe. The fore-mentioned famous

author has frequently been too credulous on account of what he hath heard or read con-

cerning foreign countries, as a great many examples in his works clearly prove ; which

is no finall fault in an author ; for, in my opinion at Icall, it feems inconfiftent with

a good writer, to lay down as truth all which he can get by hear-fay of other countries,

for he ought firft to confider, whether the relater of fuch ftrange things ever had a

good opportunity of being well informed concerning them. But this carries me wide

from my fubjeft ; we fhall let Pliny alone, and return to the elephant, whom we find

here in Africa to be a beaft of twelve or thirteen foot high, and, confequently, much
lefs than thofe in Eaft India, fince the writers concerning that country aflure us, that

its height there amounts to more cubits : befides this difference, they do not differ in

their nature or fhape from thofe in other places.

Thefe beafts prove very prejudicial to the fruit-trees, efpecially orange-trees, Bananas,

and another fort of figs ; of the laft of which, they eat both fruit and ftem.

The Negroes alfo affirm, that the elephants, meeting any people in the woods, never

offer any violence to them ; but that, if the fliot levelled at them miffTes, they grow

very wild. But I have obferved diredly the contrary of one of them in our garden at

Elmina the laft year, of which I have enough to relate to fill a whole letter ; wherefore

7 I beg
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I bejT; your patience till I have difpatched this and two more, when I intend to entertain

you with an entire hillory of our elephant and tiger-huniuig ; not doubting but that

account will allbrd you fomething uncommon and agreeable : wherefore fufpend your

curiofity fo long, and permit me at prefcnt to recite what the Negroes and others affirm

on their own knowledge, that they follow men into the water, where they ptit them
into no fmall fright by their purfuit. At Rio de Gabon, four, five, and more ele-

phants have frequently palFed by me and my company without offering us any injury,

but we were not courageous enough to prefent thtm with a few bullets, though very

well flored ; for they are very ditlicult to be killed, unlefs the ball happens to light be-

t^vixt the eyes and the ears ; to which end, the bullet ought to be iron alfo. Their
Ikin is as good proof againlt the common mulket lead-balls, as a wall ; and if they hit

the mentioned place, becomes entirely flat.

The country here where the greatefl number of elephants are found, is chiefly that

before we come at the Gold Coalt, and is, from the multitude of their teeth which are

there traded for, properly called the Tooth, or Elephants' Tooth Coafl:, extending to

the Gold Coaft, and takes in the country of Awine, Jummore, Equira, Abocroe,
Ancober, and Axlm, feveral elephants being daily killed in the faid places ; and the

wilder and lefs inhabited the lands are, the larger quantity of elephants and wild beads
are found.

Ante alfo doth not want thefe beads, there being not only in the in-Iand country

multitudes of them fliot, but befides that they come daily to the fea-fliore, and fo near
our forts, that they are in fight of our people, and do a great deal of mifchief.

In the trad of land betwixt Ante and Acra, there are a few, though not fo many
as in the former countri^es, becaufe this place hath long been reafonably well peopled,

except the country of Fetu, which, for five or fix years pad, hath lain almod wade

;

wherefore there is a much larger number of elephants there at prefent than formerly.

A great part of the country about Acra lying wade and uninhabited, a great quan-
tity are annually killed here. In the year 1697, one of an uncommon magnitude was
killed near Acra, jud by our fortrcfs, and no doubt but that he was at lead full-aged,

his two teeth weighing two hundred and twenty pounds ; from which you may infer that

he was not very light himfelf.

In Ardra and Fida there are none, though in my time one was there killed, and the

Negroes affirmed it was what had not happened in fixty years before ; for which rea-

fon, I believe he had accidentally drayed from fome other country ; for the in-land

countries of Benin (which borders on Ardra), Rio de Calbary, Cameronea, and feveral

other adjacent countries, are fo incredibly overcharged with thcfo beads, that it is to

be admired how the inhabitants live there.

The vad numbers of teeth traded for in thefe countries, clearly evince the great

abundance of elephants here; but whether all thofe are taken from flaughtercil

elephants, or fome of them are found in the woods, or elfewhere, I cannot determine :

though I am apt to think that here they come by them both ways ; from whence it

fhould feem that, as fome tell us, the elephants change their teeth ; but this is utterly

contradicted by the great difference betwixt the teeth tliemfclves, fome of them weigh-

ing one, two, or three pounds, and others progreffively heavy, till they amount to

above one hundred pounds weight : nor is it in the lead probable, that a folid body, com-
pofed of fuch hard fubdance as elephants' teeth, can, in about twenty years' time,

grow f^on^ one to a hundred pounds weight : how this happens to encreafe, I mud own
I am ignorant. But I have dwelled too long on this fubjedl ; it is now time to take

leave and turn to a bead, which, though vadly different, yet, in fize, r«fembles the

3 K a elcphaiu
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elephant mofl: of any here : I mean the Biiffel or Buffalo, which is to be found all

over Guinea, but in fuch fmall numbers, that fcarcc one is feen in three or foar years

;

but fince I fhall have an opportunity to fpeak of a place where they more abound, 1

Ihall fay no more of him at pre fent, than that their flefli is very good meat, and leave

tlie relt to that opportunity.

Tigers, not very unlike the BufTaloes in fize, though they very much dilfer in favage

fiercenefs, are here incredibly numerous, of four or five forts, which differ as well in

their fize as fpots. Whether leopards and panthers are a fpccies of tigers, I will not

venture to determine, fince I have not yet met with any-body who could herein fatis-

faftorily inform me. Turning to Pliny, I found him fo ignorantly miffaken, that I

am refolved, in my defcription of animals, not to name him. The Negroes diftinguiffi

the titters by feveral names, but how to tranilate them into our language, I cannot tell

:

wherefore, pafling over the feveral fpecies of them, I Ihall only inform you, that they

are all favage, fierce, voracious beafts, by means of which, daily tragical accidents

happen. ,

They fpare neither man nor beaft ; but as long as they can fatisfy their appetites with

the flelh of brutes, they will not make any attempts on mankind ; but that being de-

ficient, the firft of human fpecies that comes in his way is certainly dead. But of this

more hereafter ; fo I fliall at prefent only tell you, that however fierce this beaft is, the

young ones may be brought up fo tame that you may play with them, as with a dog or

cat : like the lafl: of which they are bearded.

1 have feen about eight of thefe tame tigers brought up at Elmina, of which the

direftor-general has at prefent two ; but I have obferved that in all of them their fell

nature returns in time upon one occafion or another ; and that, though never fo tame,

they are not to be trufted without great circumfpeftion.

Next the tiger in fiercenefs is the jackall .or wild dog ; which is moftly found about

Acra and Aquamboe, though there are fome now alfo hereabouts. This beaft is fo

bold, that it feizes and devours whatever comes in its way, whether man or beaft, fuch

as cows, hogs, flieep, &c.

At night they come under the walls of our forts at Acra to feize our hogs, or fnatch

a fheep out of the ftall ; by which means feveral of theni are caught in the following

manner :— Our garrifon lay feveral well-loaded mufkets with the lock covered with a

fmall box, to which a cord is faftened with a piece of mutton, and fo placed, that they

no fooner attempt to feize it than the mufket goes off; and they, in the reward of their

thievery, get three or four bullets in the head. This expedient feldom miffes, if due

care be taken in laying of the mufkets.

The Cayman, better known by the name of crocodile, claims the next place in our

defcription of rapacious beafts, for fo I call the crocodile alfo, not becaufe I have ob-

ferved him to be fo ; not having ever heard, during the whole time of my refidence

here, that they devoured either man or beaft ; but becaufe I have both read and be-

lieve feveral relations of their voracious fiercenefs.

All the rivers in this country are peftered with vaft flioals of them, efpecially at

Lama and Boutry ; at the latter of which I have feen fifty in one day, and amongft

thefe fome that I guefl'ed to be about twenty foot long.

The crocodile is already defcribed by feveral authors ; wherefore I ftiall only add

what they have forgotten or omitted. Their bodies are covered with fuch a hard Ikin

and fquare fcales, that it is impoffible to kill them with a muflcet-ball ; and the caps

which the Negroes make of it are as hard as bone, and cannot be cut through with

one ftroke of a hanger, being very like the land tortoife-lhell. Their bellies are fofter,

6 which.
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which, therefore, they do not frequently expofe to danger ; fo that they can hardly be

fiiot dead at any other place than their heads. On very hot days, when the fun fhines

very warm, great numbers of them lie balking on the banks of the rivers ; and as foon

as they perceive any men near-hand, they Ileal towards the rivers and plunge them-

felves into them with great violence, immediately (heltering themfelves under water.

Thefe creatures do not feem fwift enough to run after, and overtake men, who are fly-

ing from them by land, fuppofing them not to (leer a crooked courfe to avoid them,

though it may be poflible ; I fliould not much fear them on land, any more than I

(hould trufl: them in the water, though, indeed, I never heard any mifchief they did

there. •.

Their colour is dark brown, and they may pafs for very ugly beafts.

And as for their crying, and other fubtleties to catch men, I believe it as much as the

Jews do the Gofpel.

The fierce wild boars are reckoned among the rapacious beads ; and, indeed, thofe

in Europe very defervedly : but here on the Gold Coaft we have very few, and thefe

not near fo wild as in Europe. I have feveral times eaten of them here, and found
them very delicious and very tender meat, the fat being extraordinarily fine.

Next thefe voracious bealts we come to a milder fort of wild beads : amongfl: which
I (hall firft treat of the harts ; with which fpecies this country mofl plentifully abounds,

they being found all along the Gold Coafl: in incredible numbers, efpecially at Ante and
Acra, where we fometimes fee droves of one hundred together.

The Negroes tell us that thefe beads are fo fubtle, that in all marches they detach one
of their number as a fentry to watch whether any man be near, and advertife the reft

;

for the truth of which I will not be obliged, but remember to have read fomething of
that nature of thofe of other countries.

There are about twenty feveral forts of thefe beafls here, fome as large as fmall cows,

others no bigger than fheep, cats, &c. ; moft of them are red, with a black lift on the

back, fome of them red beautifully ftreaked with white. All of them are very good
to eat, but more efpecially two forts, which we alfo efteem very delicate. The firft

fort are of a pale moufe colour, and, though they are both of one fpecies, yet they

differ fomewhat in their (hape ; the feet of one being a little higher than thofe of the

other, though the beafts are both of the length of about two feet.

There is alfo a fort not above half fo big, of a red colour, which are extraordinarily

beautiful creatures ; they have fmall black horns and little legs, indifferent long in pro-

portion to their bodies, but fo very fmall, that fome of them are not bigger than the

fmall part of a tobacco pipe ; one of which I have fent you fet in gold for want of
drawing, and, therefore, hope your favourable acceptance.

There is a hart about four foot long, of a flender fliape ; his feet are very long ; he
hath a long head and cars, is of an orange colour ftreaked with white.

Thefe harts are fwitter of foot than moft men know, but that fort of which you have
the foot are extraordinarily fwift, and ftrangely agile in leaping for fuch fmall creatures

;

fome that we have caught I have feen leap over a wall of ten or twelve foot high. The
Negroes call this the King of harts.

At Apam, Acra and Eida, there is a fort of hares not unlike ours, which plentifully

abounds at thefe three places ; but with reference to this I have fufficiently detained

you in my letter defcribing Ardra.

Here are alfo porcupines, but no great number, or at leaft very few of them are

brought to us. They grow to the height of two, or two foot and a half, and bite fo

Iharply, that no wooden work can withftand them.

I once
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I once put one of them into a fat, not doubting but I had very well fecured him, but

in one night's fpace he eat his way through, and that at the middle where the Haves

were moft bent outwards.

This beaft is fo daring, that he ventures to attempt the largeft, and mofl: dan-

gerous fnake ; of which more hereafter. When he is provoked, he fhoots his quills

(which are about two fpans long), at both man and beaft, with fuch violence, that if

they happen to hit on a board they flick in it. The Negroes and fome Whites highly

value its flelh as very nice food.

I have here alfo feen a fort of creatures not unlike our hedge-hogs, only they cannot

roll themfelves as ours are accuflomed to do.

There is a creature, by the Negroes called Potto, but known to us by the name of

fluggard, doubtlefs from its lazy fluggifli nature ; a whole day being little enough for

it to advance ten fleps forward.

Some writers affirm, that when this creature has climbed upon a tree, he doth not

leave it until he hath not only eaten up the fruit, but the leaves entirely, and then de-

fcends fat and in very good cafe, in order to get up into another tree ; but, before his

flow pace can compafs this, he becomes as poor and lean as it is poflible to imagine

;

and, if the trees be high, or the way any thing diflant, and he meets with nothing on

his journey, he inevitably dies with hunger, betwixt one tree and the other. Thus it is

reprefented by others, but I will not undertake for the truth of it, though the Negroes

are apt to believe fomething like it.

This is fuch a horribly ugly creature, that I do not believe any thing befides fo very

difagreeable is to be found in the whole earth ; its fore feet are very like hands, the

head ftrangely difproportionately large ; it is of a pale moufe colour, but it was then

very young, and his fkin yet fmooth ; but when old, as I faw one at Elmina in the

year 1699, it is red and covered with a fort of hair as thick fet as flocks of wool. I

know nothing more of this animal, than that it is impofiible to look on him without

horror, and that he hath nothing very particular but his odious uglinefs.

There are a fort of beafls which lurk in the fields here, like rats, but bigger than

cats ; we call them wild rats. They are continually amongfl the fowed corn, and do

a great deal of damage.

Their flefh is by fome Europeans and the Negroes held a great delicacy ; and, indeed,

nothing hinders its paffing for fuch but its difagreeable afpccft and fhocking name,

which create fome averfion in the eater : but thofe who can ftep over this, like it ex-

traordinarily well ; and to remedy as much as polTible its ugly figure, fome cut off the

head, feet, and tail, before they bring it to the table ; and then it certainly palTes on

thofe who do not know what it is, for a very grateful difli j for they are fat, tender,

and very agreeable.

There is alfo another fort of wild rats, which are chiefly found at Axim ; they are

as long as the former, but their bodies are very flender, and they are otherwife called

Boutees : very few befides the Negroes eat thefe. They do an incredible deal of da-

mage to the ftores of millet and rice, that the Negroes have laid up in their houfes

;

and in one night fpoil more fowed corn, than it is polfible for one hundred domeftic

rats to do ; for they are not content to fatiate themfelves, and carry off fome with them,

but they befides fpoil all where they come.

Here are three or four forts of wild cats ; of which the Civet-cat is one ; which at

prefent is fo well known in Holland, that I need only acquaint you that they are brought

to be fold to us very young, and then we give about eight or nine fhillings fterling

for one.

A large
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A large fhare of trouble and careful attendance is requifite to breed them up : their

food is pap boiled or made of millet, with a little flefh or fifli. They produce civet

when even very young ; of which that of the males is better than that of the females,

bccaufe the latter cannot avoid urining into the civet bag, which fpoils it.

I can fay nothhig particular of the remaining wild cats, but that they are fpotted

like tigers, and are as fierce, doing a great deal of mifchief amongfl the hens where
they can come at them.

I have feen very fmall mice, which afford a pleafant and odoriferous mufky fcent,

but cannot find that they have any bags like the civet-cats j which inclines me to be-

lieve that the pleafant odour proceeds from the fkin.

Here are yet three or four forts of fmall quadrupeds ; the firfl of which is a kind of
cat, only its fnout is much fharper, and the body is fmaller, and fpotted like the civet-

cats. The Negroes call it Bcrbe, and the Europeans Wine-bibber, becaufe it is very
greedy of palm-wine.

The fecond fort are not much bigger than a domcflic rat ; of a red and grey colour,

mixed with fmall white fpecks in their hair ; the tail being of long hair, fo fpeckled,

and about three fingers broad ; fn that it very agreeably may reach from behind to

their head : thefe are alfo called Wine-bibbers, though the name of fquirrel would fit

them better.

The third fort, when full-grown, are about as big again and red. This is a very
mifchievous creature, and bites very violently ; and flies at man and beaft without

any diftindVion, if driven thereto by neceflity. It is called Kokeboe, and is a cruel

perfecutor of cocks and hens, though not in the fame manner as Mr. Focquenbrog
informs us.

They have no need of fuch fubtilty, being fvvift enough to catch the hens and
flrong enough to carry them off when they have them. I have had feveral, but never

found any of them with red buttocks, though I have diligently enough examined
them.

What Focquenbrog fays farther, concerning this animal, I dare not confirm ; not

only becaufe I have not found it fo myfelf, but never yet faw the European or Negro
who agreed with him.

The remaining beaft or beafts, for there are more than one fort of them, we are here
fo little acquainted with, that I fliall pafs them over without any defcription, and en-

deavour to give you an account of an amphibious animal, that lives as well in the

water as on land ; this is the Eeguaen : it is Ihaped almoft like a crocodile,' but feldom
exceeds four foot in length ; its body is black ipcckled, with round fort of eyes, and
the ikin very tender. Me injures neither man nor brute, the hens only excepted

;

among which he fometimes makes a great flaughter. Several Europeans eat their llcfli,

and all unanimoufiy agree that it is much finer meat than cocks or hens.

There is an animal who keeps in tlic woods ; his body is long and (lender ; to which
is joined a long tail ; at the end of which is a hairy fort of brufh : he is of a pale

colour, fomewhat inclining to brown ; his hair is long and thin. The Negroes call

him Arompo or Man cater, becaufe his food is dead men, to come at which he greedily

grubs out the earth of their graves, as if he had notice of fome perfons there hid.

The Negroes report that having dug to a dead body, he does not immediately fall on
it, but goes round it feveral times ; to what end I cannot tell ; but they explain it,

that he thereby hints the unlawfulnefs and a certain fort of impofiibility of feizing

another man's goods, without doing fomething, or giving himfelf fome trouble on that

ac.count firft.

The
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The myflery of this is not hard to unravel. I am apt to think that this beafl: is

feized with a fear natural to all brutes ; and therefore only looks round about to fee if

there be any man likely to force his prey from him.

It is time we fay fomething concerning the apes, which are here above one hundred

rhoufand in number, and of fo many various fpecies, that it is really wonderful as well

as it is impoffible for me to defcribe them all j wherefore I fhall only touch on fome

them.

The firfl and mofl: common fort, are thofe we call Smitten, of a pale moufe colour,

and grow to a wonderful fize. I have myfelf feen one of five foot long, and not

much lefs than a man ; they are very mifchievous and bold. It feems incredible

what an Englifli merchant here affirmed to me for truth ; that behind the Englifii fort

at Wimba, (where there is a terrible number of thcfe apes ; that are fo bold, that they

will attack a man, as he related,) amongft others they fell upon two of their Company's

flaves, which the apes had overpowered, and would have poked out their eyes, if they

had not been timely refcued by fome Negroes ; for they, to complete their defign, had

gotten fome flicks ready.

You, as well as myfelf, are at liberty what credit to give to this llory. But, indeed,

thefe are a terrible pernicious fort of brutes, which feem to be made only for mifchief.

Some of the Negroes believe, as an undoubted truth, that thefe apes can fpeak, but

will not, that they may not be fet to work ; which they do not very well love : this is

their opinion of them.

As the former fort of apes are very ugly, fo the next are exaftly like them, only

four of them put together would not be fo large as the other ; and their befl; quality

is that they are fo docile that they will learn whatever they are taught.

The third fort are very beautiful, and generally grow to the height of about two

foot ; their hair is as black as pitch, and above a finger's length : they have a long

white beard ; whence they are called bearded little men, or bearded monkeys. Of their

ikins are made the Tie-tie's caps ; mentioned in another letter of mine. The Negroes

fell thefe monkeys to one another for about eighteen or twenty fliillings ; and when
they bring them to us, we do not refufe them at that price.

There are, befides this, two or three forts of monkeys, each alike handfome, but

one half lefs than the other, with Ihort hair of a mixed colour, partaking of grey,

black, white, and red : and for the mofl; part they have a white breafl and beard.

But hold, inflead of a ftieet or two of paper, I could fill a whole book in defcribing the

various forts of apes ; which I cannot think worth while, and fo had rather difpatch

this fubjeft out of hand ; only informing you, that of the Imaller apes there are not

above twenty forts : all which are very fine ; but what is mofl unhappy, fo extraordi-

narily tender, that it is very rare that we can rear any of them, much lefs bring them

to Europe.

I mufl yet add, that their thievifli nature, which feems to come into the world with

them, is common to all of them ; and I have ften them go very fubtilly to work in the

ftealing of millet and fruit : in each paw they take one or two flalks of millet, as

much under their arms (if I may fo call tiiem), two or three in their mouths ; and thus

laden they march away, continually leaping upon their hind legs; and if they are pur-

fued, they hold that in their mouth fafl, but throw away the relt, that it may not hinder

them in their flight.

But their carrying fo much Milhio or millet together, is not to be compared to

their nice curiofuy in ftealing it ; for every flalk of millet they pluck is narrowly

examined ; and if dtey do not like it, they throw it away and pull another : fo that

this
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this delicacy of theirs, occafions more damage than their thievery. And now I fhall

bid the apes farewell.

Here are every where thoufands of lizards ; efpecially all along by the walls of our

forts ; whither they come in queft of food, which chiefly confifts in fpiders, worms,
flies, and other fuch like. There are various fpecies of them ; fome of the largeft

having a tail about a foot long, and a hand broad ; of a dark colour, and half their

head red : the reft are about the fame fizc, and differ only in colour.

They are almoft all of them ugly and that to a (hocking degree, except thofe that

follow, which may pafs for fomewhat more tolerable.

Thefe are chiefly a fort about half as big as the other, and are green ; next to

which is another fort one half lefs than the lafl: ; they are of a grey colour, and creep

all up and down our chambers, cleanfmg them from all fmall vermin : thefe we call

falamanders.

That the lizards forewarn men againfl: fnakes and other venomous creatures, I be-

lieve to be as true as that the falamanders continue alive in the fire : unlefs one would
affirm that this report is owing to the antipathy betwixt the falamander and the fire,

that being much of the coldeft nature of all the lizards ; and this opinion 1 could

eafily fubfcribe to, at leafl: for fo long till fuch are found, which according to the

ancients live in the fire.

To conclude this letter, I fhall add two fmall animals ; which former times have
prefented us with large, but very wild accounts of.

The peculiar natural colour of the one is green fpeckletl with grey ; and the other

green, and fire-colour and grey mixed together. Thefe animals are very rare, and
deferve a more particular defcription.

Several have already undertaken it, but amongfl; them all I like none better than

Father N. N. and Monfieur Cornelius de Bruyn in his travels in Afia. What he hath

told us I muft entirely confirm, without being able to add any thing ; thefe here being

exactly of the fame nature with thofe he defcribcs : wherefore, not being able to pre-

fent you with a better defcription, 1 fliall give it you in his own words, fomewhat
abridged.

" AVhilft 1," faid he, " with great fatisfaftion, not much encumbered with the

prefling neceflities of life, pafled my time at Smyrna, I had an opportunity of getting

fome camelions into my hands ; and being curious to difcover how long they

would live, 1 commonly kept four of them in a large cafe, and fometimes let them
run loofe in my chamber, and frequently brought them into the great hall of the houfe,

where the wind breezed through froui the fea-fide, when they feemcd brifker than

before, and opened their mouths to imbibe the frefh air.

" It is firmly afferted by naturalifls, that thefe creatures live on air : and, indeed, ex-

perience confirms it in fome meafure ; for I never faw mine eat or drink any thing

except a few flies ; of which hereafter.

" It is alfo true, that they frequently change their colour ; I have myfelf feen their

colour alter throe or four times in half an hour, without any colour being thereabouts;

which I loon drew both in miniature and oil-colours.

" 'l"he colour whicli tliey chiefly change to, is a very fine green fpottcd with yellow,

as beautiful as any pencil can cxprefs it ; fometimes alfo it is fpotted witli brown fpots :

and thus is the whole body adorned, tail and all. Sometimes, they change to a brown
colour like that of moles.

" Their ordinary colour is grey, or rather pale moufo colour ; the fkin very thin and
ahnoll tranlparent : they molUy change to a lizard colour. But as to their changing

VOL. XVI. 3 L to
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to the 'colour of all things, which are placed near them, experience has informed me
that the naturalifts are here in the wrong, for they do not change to red, nor feveral

other colours 5 though I muft own that I have obferved fudden changes in them on
that account.

" I never could keep them alive above five months, and mofl of them die in four.

I was very curious to know what their intcftines confilted of: wherefore I opened one ;

in which I found fome eggs, about as big as thofe of finall birds, being all joined

together as if in a thread, but no guts or any thing elfe. The tongue was the moll

remarkable of all, being as long as the whole animal. Witii this they catch flies, as

they tell us ; which is done in the following manner ;— The camelion holds himfelf

very ftill, and when a fly comes in his way, he darts out his tongue with utmofl

fwiftnefs, grafps them with the fliarp point of it, and draws them in ; to which purpofe

his large wide mouth, which he opens, is very convenient.

If this beafl; is defirous to defcend from any height lower, he very carefully ad-

vances, fii fl: one foot and then the other ; which are afterwards followed with the fame

caution by the hind feet, his tail curling about one thing or other in the meanwhile ;

by which he can hold fall ; which continues as long as he finds any aflift:ance by it, and

then falls flat to the ground. Their march is very flow.

" Some would have it that the camelion moftly keeps his mouth open ; but I have

very feldom obferved it, and fcarce ever when I did not carry them to a place where

they could have the pleafure of imbibing the air ; then, indeed, they fl:retched their

mouths wide open, and difcovered by their motion and frequent changing their colour,

the pleafure they were fenfible of. Their eyes are round, very black, and obfervably

fmall ; but what is mod remarkable, is, that they can diredl: one of them to one fide,

and the other to another : fo that at once they can look upwards and downward."

Thus far Monfieur de Bruyn ; to which I ihall only add the difference which I have

obferved betwixt thofe of Smyrna and this country ; which chiefly is firfl:, that they here

live as many years as Monfieur de Bruyn fays months : but then we put them in a

garden upon one of the trees ; upon which they continue fitting fome time before they

defcend. They have alfo feveral times been fent to Europe, and got over alive.

The fecond difference is, that I have not obferved any of thefe here with their mouths

open, and confequently have not feen the tongue or fly-catching ; which yet does not

difengage me from believing Monfieur de Bruyn : but on the contrary, I take it for

undoubted truth what he fays on that head ; for his defcription being fo exact, it is pro-

bable enough that he obferved it.

In all other particulars they entirely agree ; fo that I neither can nor will fay any more
of them, than that Monfieur de Bruyn might better have compared their eggs to thofe

of lizards, than of fmall birds ; for I have obferved in all quadrupeds and creeping

animals which do not bring forth their young, but lay eggs, for inftance, lizards,

camclions, leguanes, fnakes, and tortoifes ; that their eggs are not covered with any

hard fliell, but rather with a thick flefli, which is pliable and weak. What do you

think, fir, is not this letter fairly lengthened ? I think it is : wherefore it is high time

to end the fame } having at prefent nothing more than that I am with all my heart.

Yours, &c.

LETTER
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LETTER XV.— Treating firjl of thefeathered Kind, viz. of two Species of Pheafants,

Partridges, wild Ducks of iziv Sorts, Turtle-doves, Crooked Bills, Snipes, and other

edible though unkncwn Birds ; of Crown-Birds, beautiful green Birds, blue and white

Herons, Portuguefc *, Eagles, Kites ; a certain River-Bird, very fine ; Crown-Birds
on the Gold Coaji ; Pokkoe, a large Fowl fo called by the Negroes, and valued for his

Uglinefs ; as alfo another about the fame Size, but handfomer :— Offour Species of
granivorous Birds ; a fmall beautiful River-Bird, Parochites, Parrots, Star-birdsf.

— Of Frogs and Toads, fome of which are very large. — Of the great Nutnbers and
various Sorts of Snakes, fome of which have two Heads : of Scorpions ; a Sort of
Scolopendria, or manyfooted Worms, and feveral other Species of Infctls.— Of Bees.— Atultitudes of Ants, and their Jlrange Nature.— Of the feveral Sorts of Fijh, as

Brazilian Cod, Jacks, Plaice, Flounders ; a Fijlo called Sifie Pampher by the Negroes

;

C—coverer, andfeveral other large Fifl: ; feveral Sorts of Bream, Stompneufes orflat

Nofes, Boardmanetjes or Pouts, Mackerel, Safer, Abaci, Ray, Soles, Dabs, Lobjlers,

Crabs, Prawns, Shrimps, Sprats, Kar?nou, Mullets and Batavia ; alfo three voracious

Fifloes, viz. Noordkapersy Sword-Fijhes, and Hays or Requiem.

Sir,

IN my laft having at large defcrlbcd the wild quadrupeds and tame fowl ; it remains

that I fhould treat of birds, reptiles, infects, and fi(h.

To begin our account of birds, wiih thofe which are edible ; I fhall beftow the

firfl place on the pheafant : of which vail numbers are found about Acra, in the pro-

vince of Aquamboe, in and about Apam in the Acrafe country ; being extraordinarily-

beautiful, and about the fize of a hen ; their feathers fpeckled with a bright blue and
wliitc, encircled with a iky-coloured ring about their necks, about two fingers broad,

and adorned with a very fine black tuft on their heads : in a word, it is as beautiful a

bird as nature furnifheth among the terreflrial fpecies, and next to gold (which I always

elteem the moll precious) is the mofl charming rarity that Guinea produces.

There is a bird which we here call the Fidafc pheafant, becaufe they are moft fre-

quently obferved in that country, though they are befides fometimes caught on the

Gold Coafh
This bird is almofl: as big as the former, though not near fo beautiful. His body is

grey and white, a little fpeckled with blue : his head is bald, and covered with a hard
callous ikin, which is all over knotty : his bill is yellow ; from whence to the head
grows out on each fide a red jollop.

To the pheafants it will be proper to add the partridges ; of which there is a vaft

quantity all over the Gold Coalf , though we have no great numbers of them to eat,

by reafon of the want of fportfinen : but at Fida they are as plenty as can be defired,

and at a very low price ; and when in feafon are very good food.

Nor do we want wild ducks, which are here very delicate, and only difl'er from
thole in Europe by being fomewhat final ler.

There are here two forts of them ; of the firfl of which, during the whole time of

my refidence on the Coail, I have feen but two, which were (hot by the director's

trumpeter : in ihape and fize they were not unlike other ducks ; but they were of a

very beautiful green colour, with fine red bills and feet : their colour was fo deep and
charming, that if they had been alive and to be fold, I fhould not have boggled to have

* Birds fo called by the Hollanders. f In Dutch Sticr or Stervogcl.

3 L 3 given
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given ten pounds fterling for them. It is remarkable that before nor fince that time

none of that fpecies have been feen.

And for about four months part, I have feen but one of the fecond fort ; which was

alfo fliot by one of the garrifon, and was fhaped like the former : his feet and bill were

yellow, and his body adorned with an equal mixture of green and grey ; but not near

fo fine as the former.

There are here two, or rather three fpecies of turtle-doves ; the firft are fmall, of a

bay colour, and eat very well, being much tenderer than the fecond, which are of a

much brighter colour : the third fort, bemg as tough and large as thefe, are of a very

beautiful green ; their bills and feet are yellow ; they have a few red feathers, and their

eyes are encircled with large white fpeckled rings ; fome of which are intermixed with

blue.

There is a very large rock above our fort at Axim, two or three mufquet-fliot from

the ramparts ; which is very thick grown with underwoods, where thoufands of thefe

two laft forts of turtles harbour, and by reafon the rock is fo clofely covered with

thofe plants, we can catch but very few ; for if we fhoot them, and they fall down,

they are never found. Every evening they come there to rooft, and in the morning

take their flight in queft of food.

Crooked-bills and feveral forts of fnipes are very common here ; feveral- of them,

prove good food, but mofl: are fo tough that they are not very much valued.

We have here alfo multitudes of all forts of large and fmall birds, which are fhot

and eaten ; but befides that we are unacquainted with them, they are not diflinguifhed by

any particular names.

As for thofe which are not edible, but are only kept for beauty and rarity (fuppofing

them to be caught), of the mod common there are feveral at Fida, and in the whole

country of Ardra, and alfo few at and about Acra.

Their legs and body are about the fize of a ftork, and they are called Crown-birds,.

from the great yellowilh tuft or crown intermixed with fpeckled feathers, flrutting like

hogs' briftles, with which their heads are adorned : their bodies are chiefly covered

with black feathers, and their wings furniflied with large, red, yellow, white, and

black quills : their heads are beautified with purple fpots, half a thumb's breadth on

each fide, and the forepart of their head is very clofely covered with a perfeft black

downy fort of feathers ; which at a diltance feems to be black velvet.

Thefe birds feem to be in great efteem in Europe, fince we are incefTantlv folicited

by fome gentlemen to fend them over : and I have been told that they prefumed to

prefent one of them to the King of England, who was alio pleafed to accept of it.

But, for my part, I cannot perceive any fuch extraordinary beauty in them ; for befides

their head and neck, there is nothing very rare ; the reft of their body being rather dif-

agreeable than fine.

But the bird of which 1 have fent you the draught, on the contrary, is not lefs beau-

tiful than rare ; for though moll of the other birds are to be found all over the coaft,

[ never faw this any where but at Apam, where I am apt to think there are great num-

bers of them ; becaufe fending out two days fucceflively, in a Ihort time 1 had one

brought me Ihot dead ; for otherwife they are not eafily taken.

They are very Uke a parrot, having exaftly fuch a bill, which is dark yellow ; the

breaft and whole under part of their body is of a very fine green colour ; the upper

part, grey, red, ft-y-colour and deep blue, very agreeably intermixed ; the head,

neck and tail, which are all green, render this bird very charming ; the feathers rife

on his head like a comb j he hath large eyes, above and below which are two of the moft

beautiful
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beautiful red rays that can be Imagined. To conclude, this bird is not to be paralleled

for beauty.

Here are two forts of herons obfervable, the blue and the white ; both which we
might have placed amongll the edible fowl, fince feveral here eat them.

In thefe parts is alfo an unknown bird^ as big in the body as a goofe, moftly white,

which we call Portuguefe, which is alfo eaten by fome tew.

Nor are eagles wanting here, fuch as are in Europe, or at lead not very different

from them.

Here is alfo another ravenous brrd on the coalt, very like a falcon, and though but

a little bigger than a dove, yet he is fo bold and llrong, that he attacks and flies away
with the largeft chickens.

The third fort of birds of prey on this coaft, are the kites ; thefe fleal all they can
difcover and carry off", befides chickens, whether flelh or fifh ; and that fo boldly, that

they frequently feize the latter in the hands of the Negro-women as they are going
along the ftreet or fitting in the market.

There is a fowl which harbours near lakes and rivers, and may very well pafs for

a fine bird ; he is about as large as a chicken, the upper part of his body black or-

brown, fpeckled with white, and the under, either deep yellow or red ; he hath alfo>

a tuft of fpeckled feathers rifuig like a comb ; and his bill in proportion to his body is

extraordinarily thick and long.

I have prefented you with a Fedafe crown-bird, and wifh I could alfo fend you a
draught of the fort found;on the Grold Coaft, and then you would obferve a great diffe-

rence, it being twice as fine, and of ten various colours, as green, red, blue, Iky-

colour, brown, black, white, &c. and what is very obfervable, they have a long tail,

out of which the Negroes pull the feathers to wear on their heads. We call them
crown-birds, becaufe fome have a beautiful blue, and others a gold-coloured crown or
tuft on their heads. Monfieur Focquenbrog mentions peacocks that he faw at the river

Boutry, which can be no other than thefe birds, for here are no peacocks on the Coaft.

There is a bird, which though ugly enough may be efteemed rare ; for I dare aver

that the whole world doth not produce his like ; he is exadly of the fize of a goofe,

his wings are extravagantly long and broad, covered with dark-coloured feathers ; the

under part of his body is overljjread with afti-coloured feathers, if I may fo call them,
for it is really difficult to diitinguifli them from hair : under his neck he hath a crop
or maw about a fpan long and as thick as a man's arm, which looks like a red Ikin

;

in this he hoards his food, as the monkeys do in their Alfoaches. His neck, which is

pretty long, and the red knob in the nape, is furnifhed with feathers as well, as the

under part of the body ; his head, in proportion to his body, is much too large, and,

excepting a very few hairs he hath, is very bald ; his eyes are large and black, his bill

extraordinarily thick and long ; his food is fifh, of which he devours as much at once
as would fuffice four men ; he catches the fifh thrown to him very nimbly, and throws
them down whole into his crop. He is a great lover of rats, which he alfo fwallows

whole, and which we have often obliged him to vomit ; for as he runs on the out-

Vdoiks of the caftle, to divert ourfelves, we caufe him to be brought above ; when, as

though he defigned us a fervice, he brings up a half-digefled rat out of his crop andi

lays it at our feet.

It is agreeable enough to fee a little boy, or our dogs fet on him, upon which he
will very ftrangely arm himfelf for oppofition, pecking and'ftriking them with his bill

very artificially, and they repulfing him, which was like two pieces of wood ftruck

againft each other, or a pair of fnappers.

Thefe
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Thefe being all his good as well as bad qualities, I leave you to judge whether he is

handfome or ugly, though I cannot doubt but you will declare him the latter : the

Negroes call him Pokkoe.

Another bird is in fize fomewhat like the former, though his neck is much longer.

When he (lands on his feet and flretches his neck upwards he is much above a man's

height. Our people fliot him by the river of Apam, and we found his feathers black,

white, red, fky, and feveral other colours intermixed all over his body ; his eyes are

large and yellow. This is all I have to obferve of him ; he may very well pafs for a

fine bird : his name is equally unknown to me and the Negroes.

Of another the bill is long and (harp, his body chequered with yellow and light

blue feathers; a black femicircle about his neck, a long tail compofed of yellow, blue,

and black feathers, and a few feathers on his head.

There is a bird (haped like the former, and of the fame fpecies, from which he

chiefly difters in that his bill is thick, (liort and black ; the under part of his body

black, his back of a beautiful yellow, and his feet as well as bill black.

There is alfo a bird not very different from the firfl in any thing elfe except that

grey and yellow are intermixed amongd his feathers ; he hath a fliarp bill, and in pro

portion to his fize, extraordinarily long feet and claws.

Another bird is not above half fo big as the preceding, and (haped almoft like a

fparrow ; his colour renders him very beautiful, his head and breaft being as black as

jet, his wings and feet grey, the red of his body of a bright red, and it is indeed pity

we cannot keep thefe birds alive.

But one far exceeds all the other in beauty : he always harbours about the rivers,

fattening himfelf with fmall fifh. His wings and the upper part of his body are entirely

blue, fomewhat inclining to (ky-colour, as are alfo the feathers of his neck, which are

pretty long, and the tuft on his head ; his breafl is of a dark yellow, mixed with fome

blue and red feathers ; his feet and bill of a bright red, and very thick and long.

Of another granivorous bird, the breaft, the under part of his body and neck, is of

a reddidi yellow ; his head is entirely black, except a beautiful yellow fpot on the fore

part, the upper part of his body and wings are black, and his tail is compofed of black,

yellow and red feathers intermixed.

Another, about as big again as the former, hath a beautiful red breaft and under part

of his body ; the upper part of his body, wings and tail, as black as pitch, and the

upper part of his head of a bright yellow.

The fmall parrochites, or Guinea fparrows, are like thofe in Europe ; we have here

vaft numbers of the fame fpecies, without the lead difference, which are alfo called

fparrows, for what reafon I cannot tell.

The whole coaft, but more efpecially the lower part of it, as Moure, Cormantyn,

Apam and Acra very plentifully abound with thefe birds ; they are of a green colour,

tnixed with a beatiful red, and ibme of them have alfo a few yellow and black feathers.

Their bill, like that of parrots, is red and crooked.

They are very beautiful little creatures, and daily, or whenever opportunity offers,

we fend great numbers of them to Holland, where they bear a good value. We gene-

rally buy them here at the rate of a Rix-dolbr per dozen, but mofl of them commonly

die in their pafTage to Holland, notwithflanding which, a certain author hath adven-

tured to tell us that they live thirty, forty, or more years, but that muft be once on

a time, for at prefent of one hundred that we fend over, fcarcely tenfurvive.

We have parrots all over the coaft, but not many, and moft of them come from for

in-land countries. Thofe of Benin, Calbary, and Cape Lopez, are here moft valued*

5 bec.'.afe
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becaufe far-fetched, though their admirers are not aware that they are much older than

tliofe we catch here, and confequently not fo docile ; but thefe men, like ladies, admire
what conies from afar.

All the parrots here on the Coaft, as alfo on the promontory of Guinea, and the

mentioned places, are blue.

It would be to wafli an ^Ethiopian, or at leafl an unnecefiary tafk, to fay much con-

cerning thefe birds, fmce they are fo common in Holland, that they are there much
lefs efteemed than here, and bear a lefs price alfo ; for I believe very few in Holland
would give three, four, or five pounds flerling for a babbling parrot, which is very fre-

quently done here.

Thefe, fir, are all the birds which I can recoiled, but you mufl: not thence infer,

that there is no greater variety of fpecies : on the contrary, I dare aver, that thefe do
not amount to a fifth part of what I have feen, to pafs by thofe which never occurred
to me.

But I niuft have patience till I hear what anfwer you pleafe to fend to my requefl:

:

wherefore, to conclude this difcourfe of birds, I (hall yet add one, of which I remem-
ber to have read wonders : his feathers are reprefented like ftars, his voice as loud as

that of a bull ; and we are told that, when the Negroes are travelling, if they hear
him on the left hand, they quit their intended journey, and return home : how far this

relation agrees with truth, I leave you to judge.

This bird is about twice as big as a fparrow ; his feathers are not in the leaft like

ftars, though indeed he hath a few fmall fpecks, which they will fo conftrue ; but, if

that be allowed, there are a great many ftar-birds in the world.

His voice or lowing is hollow and piercing ; but, to compare him to that of a bull,

Ls to afl'ert, that a bell of one hundred pounds will give as great a found as that of ten

thoufand weight.

As to what concerns the third part of the account of him, I have not much to offer

againfl it ; for as the world, with refpeft to human life, is liable to a perpetual change,

and what at prefent is one thing, may, in one hundred years, be altered to another
j

fo I can cafily believe that the Negroes were formerly fuperftitious enough to put a ftop

to their travels and return home upon hearing this bird on the left hand, fince at pre-

fent they do not take it for a good omen ; but now they never break off their journey
on that account, unlefs it be fome extraordinary bigots, with which all parts are ftored

j

but from them no rational charader can be drawn.

Having faid enough of this bird, and the whole feathered kind, I fhall, in the next
place, fay fomething of reptiles, and whatever approximates to that fort of animals

:

but firft of the toads.

Toads and frogs are as numerous here as in Europe, the laft being alfo of the fame
fizc ; but the firlt are not only in as great abundance, and fhaped like ours, but they

are, in fome places, of a terrible largenefs.

At Adja, an Englilh village, betwixt More and Cormantyn, I have fccn fome as

broad as a couimon table-plate. When I fir(l faw them, 1 took them for land-tortoifes,

of which we have alfo fome here ; but was foon convinced of my error by their leaping.

The Englifh hiclor told me, that a vail number of them harboured about that place.

They differ from other toads only in largenefs, which renders them very hideous.

'i'he toads here, as well as in other places, are mortal enemies to the fnakes, and we
have been eye-witneffes of fevcral engagements betwixt them.

Here are great quantities and variety of fnakes, fome whereof are hideoufly great;

the largeft of thofe taken in my time here was twenty foot long, though in-land 1 be-

lieve
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lieve there are yet much bigger ; and we have frequently found In their entrails not

only harts and other beafts, but men alfo.

Moft of them are venomous ; but the following are fo to an extraordinary degree,

and therefore very dangerous. Thefe are fcarcely a yard long, but about two fpans

thick, and variegated with white, black, and yellow.

I was once In the utmoft danger of my life by one of thefe ferpents ; for as I fat at

Axim by a rock, which was overgrown with trees and under-woods, one of thefe poi-

fonous animals was got very near me, when, by a great chance, I was aware of him

juft time enough to efcape the imminent danger.

The fnakes infefl: not only the woods, but the dwellings of the Negroes, and even

our forts and bed-chambers, where I have often killed them.

Several perfons befides myfelf have feen a dead fnake with two heads ; whether

both were fervlceable to the body, as fome affirm, fmce the fnake, as I told you, was

dead, I could not determine ; nor could I obtain any fatlsfaftory account from the

Negroes.

We have a referve of fome of their (kins ftuft and kept ; one of which is fourteen

foot long, and within two foot of his tall hath two claws ; which helped him to erect

himfelf and contributed to his more expeditious march. His head Is like that of a pike,

and flocked with much fuch another row of teeth.

One fnake Is about five foot long ; as thick as a man's arm, variegated with black,

brown, yellow, and white ftreaks, very agreeably mixed.

The mofl curious part of this reptile is his head, which Is very broad and flat. He
injures neither man nor beaft, any otherwife than by a very fmall horn, or rather tooth,

which irregularly from the upper jaw rtrlkes through his nofe, and is white, hard, and

Iharp as an awl ; and the Negroes going barefoot very often Infenfibly tread on them,

by reafon that when thefe creatures meet with any repafl, they fo fatlate themfelves,

that they fall into fuch a found lleep, that It is no fmall noife that can awaken them :

wherefore they are very eafily taken or killed.

Next to this ferpent is a large fcorplon ; this Is alfo furnlflied with fuch claws and

feet, and their whole bodies covered over with long hair.

Very few are Ignorant how pernicious this animal is to mankind. Some of them

have a fmall bladder full of polfon, of half a finger's breadth, at the end of their tails,

which they fpurt out when they ftrike either men or beaft ; and this is unavoida-

bly fatal.

The fcorplons, in my opinion, ought to be reckoned amongft the number of infefts,

as well as the Millepedes, or Hog-lice, which are called Centepees by the Portuguefe,

and are here found to be prodigloufly numerous ; and though their fting is not fo dan-

gerous as that of the fcorpions, yet it is certain it occafions a very fharp pain for three

or four hours ; after which It ceafes, without leaving the leaft relick of uneafinefs.

No place in our ports is free from thefe vermin ; the longeft of which are about a

fpan ; they are flat and red interfpedled like other worms, having two fmall horns or

rather daws, with which they ftrike. The feet are on each fide of the body, and are

thirty or forty : their exaft number I cannot inform you of.

If 1 Ihould treat of all our infeds, and defcrlbe each fpecies of them ; fuch as the

bees, crickets, caterpillars, graftioppers, and above twenty forts of worms, ants, and

beetles, I ftiould fill two quires of paper ; in order to which I fliould want nothing but

a perfcdt; knowledge of that fubjeft.

I wlfli Mr. Leeuwenhoeck, that great naturalift, had opportunity to do It ; for I

believe he would meet with more rarities here than in all other parts of the world. I

8 have
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have fent you herewith, as a fpecimen, a box-full, containing above a hundred of the

inofl rare fpecies of them ; be pleafed to reft contented with them, and a defcription of
a couple of infects which I have not there fent ; and firft of the bees.

The excellence of the Guinea honey is very well known to many ; here are pro-

digious quantities of that as well as wax about Rio de Gabon, Cape Lopez, and
farther in the gulf of Guinea ; both which we have alfo on the Coaft, though not in

fuch plenty.

Confidering the ftrange nature of the ants, thofe enemies to man and beaft, I cannot
avoid treating of them at large.

Thefe vermin make nefts about twice the heighth of a man, of the earth, which they

turn up in fields and hills ; befides which they build large nefts in high trees : from
which places they fometimes come to our forts and chambers in fuch prodigious

fwarms, that they frequently oblige us to quit our beds in the night-time ; they are

ftrangely rapacious, and no animal can ftand before them. They have often in the

night attacked one of my live fheep, which I have found a perfect fkeleton in the

morning, and that fo nicely done, that the beft mafter of the difmembering art could

not fucceedfo well, it being impoffible for human hands to have done it fo artificially.

It is but one of their diverfions to fcrve chickens and other fowl in this manner ; nay,

as fwift as the rats are, they cannot efcape them, and it is pleafant to obferve that as

foon as one of them ail'aults a rat he is inevitably gone ; for attempting to run away he
is attacked by feveral others, till fo many fall upon him that they overpower him, and
they arc fure not to leave him till they grow to a body ftrong enough to remove him to

a fafe place.

Really if one confiders the practice of thofe vermin, it would prompt one to con-

jecture that they had a fort of language current amongft themfelves ; for I have feveral

times placed a worm or beetle where only one or two of thefe ants were, who inmie-

diately departed and returned in a minute, bringing with them above a hundred, and
it they were not enough, in a moment more were called : after which they feize their

prey, and march off" with it in good order, all mutually aflifting each other in the

carriage of the burthen.

Thele pifmires are of various forts, great and fmall, white, black and red ; the fting

of the laii inflames to a great degree, and is more painful than that of the millepedes ;

the white are tranfparent as glafs, and bite fo forcibly, that in the fpace of one night

alone, thry can eat their way through a thick wooden cheft of goods, and make it as full

of holes as if it had been ftiot through with hail-fliot.

That the ants have a king, which is as large as a Crey-fifti, as Monfieur Focquen-
brog is pleafed to tell us, is what 1 do not know, and confequently dare not aver.

Having thus, in my opinion, particularly enough treated of the animals which fly in

the air as well as thofe on the earth, it remains only to fmilh this letter in running
through thofe who inhabit the fea and rivers.

The want of flefli and other necefl'ary provifion in this country renders the fea con-

fiderable as the principal fupport of human life, without which it were impoffible to

fubfift here ; for not only the Negroes, but moft of the Europeans live only on fifli,

bread and palm-oil. So that it is a very great happinefs, and particular providence of
God, that the fea and rivers here fcem earneflly to contcft vvliich fliall produce the beft

fiih.

Both aiford very good and delicious fifli, the principal of which I fliall here exem-
pli! y. Firlt, the lea here produces a fiih as large as our common cod, which is here
called Bra/iilian cod, being extraordinarily fat and delicate; after which follow—
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The Jacks or Pikes, great and fmall, which in their feafon are very fat and good, and

^not fo hairy as in Holland,

Here are alfo plaice and flounders ; and though the firfl: but feldom appears, yet

the fecond are extraordinarily plentiful, though neither fo thick nor fo good as ours in

Holland, from which they alfo vifibly differ in fhape.

There is another fort of fmall flat fi(h here, which in delicacy furpafles all the reft

on the coafl ; thefe fifli are here called Pifie-pamphers : which are alfo followed by

« another as flat, but rounder.

Here are HaUKoords, Corcoados, Giltheads, and other large fifh, as black and

white Carabins, which are cheap and good food for the meaner fort of people.

Here are bream in very great plenty, of three or four forts ; two of which efpecially

are very fat and delicate, which are commonly called Jacob Evertxen and Roojeud.

Amongft the middle-fized fifh, are firfl the flat-nofes, fo called from fheir very flat

fnouts ; they tafl:e like our haddock.

The fecond fort, which are much lefs, are a fort of Pouts, called by the Dutch
Baardmannetjes, from their hairs like a beard hanging at their chops.

We have fometimes nrackarel, though but very few are caught ; but vaft fhoals are

taken of the Saffer or king's-fifli, as the Dutch call it ; which in their feafon are extra-

ordinarily fat and good, tafling like eels
;

gutted and dried, they are eaten inftead of

falmon.

Amongfl the fmall fifli, the firfl which occurs is the Aboei, fomewhat like our

trout, but much firmer and more delicate, they are taken here by thoufands.

Ray or thorn-back, both great and fmall, are here very good and in prodigious plenty.

Soles and dabs are here extraordinary, the firfl exceeding ours in Holland.

Nor is here any want of lobflers, crabs, flirimps and prawns ; we have alfo thoufands

of two forts of fprats, great and fmall, both which are very fat when in feafon, though

the former fo flringy, that they are not much cfleemtd ; but the lall arc very agreeable

food, and very good either pickied like herrings or dried like red-herrings, both which

ways we yearly preferve great quantities.

The river-fifli, befides thofe which come out of the fea and flay in rivers, are of

three forts : firfl, Carmou, a white fifh, the hrgofl of which fpecies are about three

quarters of a yard long, and of the thicknefs of a man's arm ; they are fo far from

being too lean, that they would be very delicious if not too fat and oily.

The fecond is the mullet, which differs from the former only in that it is lefs and

hath not fo thick a head, but it is full as good food as the other.

The rivers produce a third fort of fifh here called Batavia, the hirgefl of which are

indifferently good, if they do not tafle muddy, which they are very apt to do : fome

of us have (thougli very erroneoufly) taken them for perch, which they are not in the

leafllike.

I could fpecify feveral other fifh, but I content myfelf with touching upon the prin-

cipal fpecies, and aiTuring you that a lover of filli, as I reckon myfelf, may here meet

with full fatisfaftion ; he may make a fatiating fifli-meal at five or fix-pence charge

;

and a foidier, or thofe who cannot afford to run fo high, may cat their fill at half that

price. I would be here undcrftood to fpeak of the general courfe of the market, for

fometimes there is at lead one half difference as well in the price as goodnefs, and it is

really very melancholy to fee how the miferable meaner fort fubfiil when there is no

fifh, which commonly happens in the ill-weather, or winter, as it is here called -^ for

at other times one fort of fifh or another being in feafon, there never is any want.

However

4
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However I fhall yet add a defcription of three fpecies more, that are found on this

coait ; which by reafim of their rarity I cannot omit.

I'he firft and largefl: are called there and elfevvhere by the Dutch Noordkapers ; I

fhall fpcak more particularly of thefe in another place, and at this time only hint that

on the Coall in fine weather, when the fifhermen are in the befl: of their caption, thefe

fifli come towards the fhore, and, as the Negroes aflure us, fo frighten all the fifh, that

they immediately take their flight, and even the next day not a fifli is to be feen in

the fea, fo that they doubtlefs purfue them very clofely.

The fecond are the fword-fifli, fo called by reafon of the flat bone, about a yard or

an ell long, and a hand's breadth, which they have at the end of their fnout : this

bone is furniflied with about feventeen, nineteen or more fharp teeth, about a finger's

length, on each fide, and moftly rugged, and one more on one fide than the other.

He is feven, eight, nine and fometimes ten foot long, though he is alfo extraordinarily

thick. How thefe fifli wage war againft whales and other very large fifli, I cannot

inform you ; for I {hall not fay any thing tending that way, becaufe I never faw any fuch

thing, nor have been at the place where any of thefe fkirmiflies have happened ; and

out of an apprehenfion that I fliould never return, I am not very folicitous to vifit then),

efteeming it much better to ftay at home.

The third fort are Hayes or Requiens, by fome (though utterly wrong) natned fea-

dogs, for they are not in the leafl like them. They are very thick as well as very long,

fome of them betwixt twenty and thirty foot; their head is broad, flat, and their fnout

very fharp-pointed ; as to the refl they are very ugly. This fifli is the Negro's beft

and moft common food. They arc daily taken on the Gold Coaft in great flioals. The
Europeans never eat them, by reafon of the toughnefs of their flefli ; to remedy which
the Negroes lay them a rotting and fl:inking feven or eight days, after which they are

greedily eaten as a delicacy, and a great trade is driven in this commodity to the in- land

country.

The Haye doth not fpawn like other fiflies, nor lay eggs (as the tortoife does), but

cads its young in the manner of quadrupeds.

I'hefe fifli do no manrter of damage on the whole Gold Coafl: ; but at Fida and
Ardra, where the flave-trade is managed, they are extraordinarily ravenous, and in

my opinion fiercer than the moft voracious animal in the world.

If any perfon fall over-board, he is infallibly dead, unlefs (which very feldoni happens)

none oi thefe fifli are near, or he is inmiediately helped.

When dead flaves are thrown over-board, I have fometimes, not without horror, feen

the difmal rapacioufnefs of thefe animals ; four or five of them together fhoot to the

bottom under the fliip to tear the dead corpfe to pieces, at each bite an arm, a leg, or

the head is fnappcd ofl, and before you can tell twenty they have fometimes divided the

body amongfl; them fo nicely that not the leall particle is left, nay, not fo much as any
of the entrails; and if any one of them happens to come too late for his fliare, he is

ready to eat up the others, and they attack one another with the greateil violence in

the world, and mounting their heads and half their bodies above the furface of the

water, they give one another fuch forcible blows that they make the fea around to

tremble.

When the Haye feizes his prey, he is obliged to turn himfclf on his back, becaufe his

mouth is placed far behind and low, wherefore he cannot come at any thing upwards.

When we fometimes take one of thefe fifli and haul him on board with a rope, we
are always obliged to keep at a diftance ; for befides his iharp teeth, he ftrikes with

3 M 2 his



452 Bosnian's guinea.

his tail, which is prodlgioufly ftrong, and whoever comes near him lofes either an arm
or a leg, or at lead hath it broken to pieces.

I take the reafon why they do not fall on mankind on the Gold Coafl; to be, that

they can here eafily fatiate theml'elves with fmaller filli, which is wanting at Ardra and

Fida, wherefore rather than ftarve they devour human bodies, which I am apt to think

relifh very well, fmce when our fliips depart from thofe places, they fometimes follow

them for three weeks or a month, waiting for more flaves to be thrown over-board.

Notwithftanding the rapacious cruelty of thefe filh, yet fome perfons told me as a

certain truth, that at Cape Vert, where they are ravenous enough, it happened that

one of our mailers, either by misfortune or neceflity (I forget which), was over-board,

and not being able to fwim very well, was in danger of drowning, but that a Haye, in

the very lucky minute, foftly caught him by the leg, and carried him on board one of

our fhips. If this be true, it is a greater miracle than Arion's engaging the dolphin

by his melodious harp to waft him fafe to Ihore, fmce the Haye faved the man without

any inducement : but to believe this to be true, requires a ftrong faith ; notwithftand-

ing that, to engage me to it, the very man, the particular day and place are named ; but

two reafons ftrongly oppofe the truth of this ftory ; firft, the innate cruelty of this fifh ;

fecondly, that whilit on his belly he cannot take any hold ; fo that he muft have lain

on his back ere he could have feized this mafter, after which he muft have fwam in

that pofture. But you will fay perhaps that in his youth he had learned to fwim on his

back (as our boys commonly do), in order to practice it upon occafion. What fhall

I fay, my friend ? Nature is very ilupendous in her operations ; let us leave this ftory

there ; and as to the reft be affured that I paflionately defire always to remain, fir,

yours, &c.

LETTER XVI.— Treating of Trees and other Plants ; as firjh of the Palm-trees, and

their Fruit, and other Properties :— Of four Sorts of Pahn-Winc. — Of Cocoa-trees,

wild Cocoas or Palmetos.— Oranges and Lemon-trees ; their Numbers and Virtues, and

where abound mofi.—A copious Defcription of the Papai-tree, and its Fruit ; alfo of

the Tree called Pifang, dijiinguiflied into Bakovcns or Paquovens and Bananas,—
What Sort of Fruit the Cormantyn Apples are, and ivbyfo called.— Of Pomegranates

and vinous Grapes.— Offeveralforts of wild Trees, fome of which are very high and

large ; amongst others' the Capot-trees, whyfo called.-— Where Woodfitforfme Works

is produced.— Ofthe Fruits of the Earth ; andfrjl of the Corn, or the greater or leffer

Sort of Milhio or Millet, Rice, Jambes and Potatoes :— Ofall Sorts of Beans

:

—A large

Defcription of Ananas ; concerning whichfome Authors are contradi^ed :— Of Water-

Melons, a veryfine Fruit.— Of Malagueta, otherwife called the Grains of Paradife,

or Guinea Pepper. — Piement, Tarragon and flinking Tobacco ; of which the Negroes

are great Lovers.— Of the Manner of boiling their Salt.

Sir,

THIS ftiall only difcharge the promife of the former, to fay fomething concerning

the trees here and their fruit, as well as the corn and plants of this country ; in which,

to avoid all circumlocution, as the cocoa in the Eaft Indies, by way of excellence, is

numbered amongft the firft trees, fo, with equal ijuftice, the palm claims the pre-emi-

nence here ; fmce, wiih the help of bread and fifti, it fubfifts moft of the people on the

Coaft.
t The
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The firfl: produce of this tree is its nuts ; which roafted when young tafte very de-

licioufly, and when old are covered with a red hulk or fhcll, black on the hinder-part,

and contain the palm-oil, which is obtained by contufion and expreffion, as that of olives.

This oil is naturally red, but if kept feme years turns white ; it is a little naufeous firll

to new comers here, but for him that is ufed to it, is no defpicable fauce ; befides that,

it is very flrengthening and healthful, and I am inclined to prefer it in feveral difhes

before oil of olive.

After the oil is expreifed, the pulp ferves the Negroes for a delicacy, and if kept till

old is extraordinarily good to fatten hogs, and render their flefh very firm.

The fecond fruit it yields is the wine itfelf : to obtain and draw off which, when the

trees are old enough to be cut, they are bereft of all their branches, and rendered en-

tirely bare ; in which condition having remained a few days, a Uttle hole is bored in the

thickeft part of the trunk, into which is inferted a fmall reeden pige ; and through that

the palm-wine drops into a pot fet under to receive it ; but it didils fo flowly, that in

twenty-four hours fcarce a pottle of wine iffues from one tree. In this manner, pro-

f>ortionable to the goodnefs of the ground in which the tree is planted, it yields wine
or twenty, thirty, or fometimes more days ; and when it hath almoft run its lali:, they

kindle a fire at bottom, in order to draw more wine with the greater force.

This wine being drank frefh (or under the trees, as our phrafe runs here, J is very de-

licious and agreeable, but withal fo ftrong, that it. unexpeftedly fteals to the head, and
very fpeediiy intoxicates. But that which the peafants bring daily to the fhore is not

worth much, becaufe it is impoveriflied and adulterated ; and I believe it is not fo much
coveted by the meaner fort and the Negroes for its agreeable tafle as its inebriating

quality, with which it is plentifully endowed, though very much vitiated by a pretty

large mixture of water.

The tree thus drained of its wine, is fit for nothing but firing ; but when green, its

leaves are ufed to make ropes, nets, and other necelfary things.

There are four forts of this tree; each of which hath a particular name: we have
already fpoke of the right and genuine palm-wine.

The fecond fort of palm wine is drawn in no country befides that of Fantyn, and is

called Quaker ; for v/hat reafon I have already informed you in another letter. This

fort exceeds the other fomewhat in pleafantnefs of flavour, and very much in ftrength
;

half fo much of this as of the other being a dofe fcarcely to be carried off; and the trees

trom whence it is drawn are not above half as big as the right palm-trees.

The third fort is drawn at Ancober, Abokroe, Axim, and Ante, though but in very

fmall quantities at the lafl ; and goes by the name of Pardon : fo that you may eafily

believe no villany here can be committed fo great, but that pardo7i is eafily attainable,

if the perfon be in the good graces of the god Bacchus.

This wine, though of a very different, hath yet as pleafant a talle as the former, but

not fo llrong.

Thefe trees are not cut, but the wine is drawn out of them whilfl: growing, as the

Suri is drawn out of the cocoa-tree in the Eaft Indies ; with this diill'rencc, that after

the wine is there drawn off, the trees remain alive ; whereas they here wither and dry :

the reafon of which is I believe, that in hidia they do not draw off all the wine at once,

but leave a remainder for nourifhmcnt to encourage the farther growth of the tree
;

whereas here they fiMxe out the lafl drop : whence the tree, utterly deprived of all its

moillure, mult needs entirely wither and die.

The fourth kind is produced in the countries of Ante, Jabi, and Adorn ; and is of a

very different flavour from uU the other three, and utterly void of all manner of

ftrength j
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ftrength ; but when drank frefh, tafles like milk ; and nine or ten hours after It is

drawn is not fit to be drank, nor is it good for any thing : this is called Crillia.

The Negroes report, that drinking much of this wine caufes the virile member to

grow to a large fize ; which is indeed credible, by reafon that the Negroes are in no

place on the Coaft fo fubjedt to this dillemper as in the mentioned countries. The wine

is drawn from thefe trees as already you have been informed the Pardon is, that is,

whilfl growing.

The trunk of the palm-tree is in circumference about an ordinary man's height,

and about as tall as he alfo. That called Quaker is not above half fo big. Both fhooc

their branches upwards ; fome of which are in length twenty foot or above. Thefe

branches, called here and elfewhere Bamboos, are ufed for covering of houfes, for

hedges, and on feveral occafions. On each fide of thefe Bamboos grow fmall long

flips, which are their leaves.

The Pardon-trees grow Hke the cocoa-nuts, though on a much thinner ftalk. The
Criflia-trees grow alfo in the fame manner, though they very remarkably differ in

height and thicknefs of the trunk, this not exceeding the fourth-part of the height of

the Pardon-tree ; and out of every plant of this fort fhoot generally four, five, or

more ftalks, from all which wine is drawn.

The perfect mature age of a palm-tree is ten, twelve, or more years ; and then but

ten, fifteen, or at mofl twenty gallons of wine are drawn off; notwithftanding which,

this wine daily comes in fuch prodigious plenty to the Ihore, that it is really to be won-

dered at ; and from hence we may naturally infer that there mull be many thoufands

of thefe trees growing in this country, or the wine will foon be at end. An anchor

of five gallons is commonly fold for about two ffiillings and three-pence Englifh money ;

though at fome times and places it is one half cheaper than at others.

Next the palm, the cocoa-tree ought indifputably to take place. How beneficial

thefe trees are to mankind, is known to many, and may be feen in feveral defcriptions

of Eaft India voyages. But here, through the ignorance of the Negroes, no other

advantage refults from them than the fruit, I mean the nut ; the kernel of which, as

well as the enclofed milk, is very pleafant to the taile.

I'heie trees Ihoot up in this country to the height of thirty or forty, and fometimes

fifty foot ; their branches and (fo called) leaves, are like thofe of the palm, excepting

that the cocoa-branches are not fo long, or fit for the ufes the other are employed in.

Thefe trees bear their fruit in the fourth or fifth year, and live fifty years and longer.

The wild cocoa-trees, otherwife called palm-trees, grow alfo here, and bear a fruit,

which but very few of the Europeans eat, though the Negroes do. This tree is very

much thicker than the genuine cocoa, efpecially in the middle, where it is of a fur-

prifing greatnefs ; and what adds to the oddnefs of the figure, is, that the top and

bottom are one half fmaller. At the top grows a fruit, which feems to be the pith ot

the tree, and is called Palm-cabbage, becaufe it hath a fort of cabbagy tafte.

In the country of Axim are va(t quantities of fweet as well as four oranges : the fweet

are pretty good, but the garden of Elmina, which is extraordinarily full of them, hath

fome, which for agreeable tafte fall very little fhort of thofe of China.

In the other countries there are very few or no orange-trees ; notwithftanding Mon-
fieur Focquenbrog hath been pleafed to aver, that they grow in great multitudes along

the river Boutry ; in which he is abfolutely miftaken, for I have feveral times failed

along that river, and never found any, nor according to the report of the Negroes were

there ever any : there are a few indeed on the hill near our forts, but not one on the

mentioned river-fide.

Lemon-
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Lemon-trees, which are here called Brambas, ^ww all over the Coaft, efpecially

at Moure, where they are prefl'ed ; and which place, if the feafon be not unufually

dry, is able annually to deliver above two hundred auins of lime-juice. About Iwenty

or twenty-five fliillings Englifh money is the price of an aum of lime-juice, or pickled

fmall lemons.

The Guinea lime-juice and pickled lemons are too well known and efleemed in

Holland to require me to infill: any longer on that head.

Some authors have faid a great deal concerning the Papay-tree, but without due
examination : we are told that they have neither branches nor leaves, and that it does

not grow above man's height. Sec. But to refute thefe and fome other opinions that

are cherifhed, I need only defcribe the true and natural fhape of this tree.

His trunk, being feveral foot thick, is compofed of a fpongy wood, or rather root,

which it moil refembles : it is hollow, and may very eafily be cut through the middle
with a hatchet.' The fruit at firft grows at the top of the trunk, without any branches

;

but as the tree grows older it fhoots out branches alfo towards the top, which refemble

young flocks ; on which the fruit alfo grows. 'At the very top of the trunk, and of
the mentioned branches, fhoot other fmall fprigs almofl like reeds, a little crooked and
hollow ; and at the extremity of thefe fprigs grow very fine broad leaves, frequently

cleft, not very unlike vine-leaves, excepting the fize only.

Some papay-trees run up to the height of thirty foot, which is confiderably more than a
man's height. The fruit, or what is properly called the Papay, is about half as big

as the cocoa-nut, of an oval fhape, green without and white within ; but with age they

turn very red within, and abound with numerous white kernels, which are the feed

from whence they are produced. The papays tafle rather worfe than better than
pompions.

There grow multitudes of papay-trees all along the Coaft ; and thefe are of two forts,

viz. the male and female, or at leaft they are here fo called, on account that thofe

named males bear no fruit, but are continually full of bloffoms, confifling of a long

white flower ; the female alfo bears the fame bloilbm, though not fo long, nor fo

numerous.

Some have obferved, that the females yield their fruit in greateft abundance when
tlie males grow near them : you may, fir, believe what you pleafe ; but if you do not,

I fhall not charge you with herefy.

So much hath already been written concerning the Pifang-tree, which is divided into

Bakovens and Banantes or Bananas, that it feems hardly worth while to detain you
on that head any longer, than to confirm what others have faid, as that its fruit, efpe-

cially the Bakovens, are very good ; that they bear in a year, though but once in all,

for then the flock is cut oft"; and from the root there fhoot out five or fix frefh flocks

;

fo that tills plant may pafs for a perpetual almanack, as being indeed endlefs.

The fiock of thefe trees, if they defcrve that name, grow to once and a half or

twice man's hcighth. Thofe who are of opinion that the leaves of this tree were the

leaves with which our firll parents covered their nakednefs, are not fo much out of

the way, partly becaufe thefe leaves are long and broad enough for that end, and
partly by reafon rhey are called Fig-leaves, and thefe trees bear the name of Indian

figs ; though I mull own befides that they are very unfit for cloathing or covering,

for a touch of the finger makes a hole in them : wherefore they would hardly fcrve a

live body.

Here are alfo feveral other fruitful trees, but their fruit is not only unknown to us,

but eaten by very few ; wherefore 1 ihall fay very little concerning them. yVnd firfl,

we
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we have here a fort of fruit, like our two forts of plums, blue and white, in fiiape a-s

well as colour ; but they are not very well tailed, as being very fvveet, mealy

and di^V'

But I ought not to forget the Cormantyn-apple (fo called, becaufe it mod plentifully

abounds in that country), which is as big as a walnut, with its green hufk on ; its rind

is yellow, fomewhat inclining to red : in the core are four large, flat, black kernels,

which are lurrounded by the pulp or the fruit itfelf ; which is red and white, and of a

fort of fharp, fweet tafte, but moft inclining to acid. It is a very agreeable refrefliing

fruit, and very comfortable for the fick, efpecially thofe afflided with the bloody flux,

for it is very aflringent, and boiled with wine and fugar, is not only more ufeful, but

more agreeable than tamarinds.

I have alfo feen a few pomegranates in the gardens of Elmina and Moure ; but be-

fore they come to maturity they rot or fall off ; fo that they fcarcely come to any

thing.

I mufl: not pafs over the Mourefe vine ; Mourefe, I call it, becaufe, except that at

Mouree, there is not one on the Coaft. This produces grapes twice a year, commonly
in Augufl and January ; and would doubtlefs yield a vaft quantity, if pruned in a pro-

per manner and feafon by a flvilful hand ; but being entrufted to an ignorant Negro,

not half the grapes come to perfeftion, but wither or rot before they are half ripe : and

it is farther to be feared that the vine itfelf, by this miferable lopping, will run to

utter ruin.

It yields a blue grape, which is fubftantial and very well tailed, and not fo juicy as

ours in Holland : but 1 doubt not, if carefully looked after, but that they would be as

good, if not better than the bed in Europe, fince they are already better than the Dutch

ones.

It is obfervable that vines will not grow any where here but at Moure, trials being

made at Elmina and other places, but without any fuccefs.

To the belt of my remembrance this vine was firfl planted by the Portuguefe, who
brought it firfl from Brazil fome years pad ; and the fruit thereof is fo very agreeable

to the European inhabitants, that it is to be wifhed more could be planted and raifed at

other places ; for at prefent nobody is tiie better for it, except the fadlor at Moure, the

director-general, and the gentlemen at his table ; and fcarcely one of one hundred that

come here can obtain the favour of feeing it.

Thefe are all the fruit-trees of Guinea, I mean that part called the Gold Coaft : I

fhall then next advance to the defcription of the wild trees. Before which, I cannot

help taking notice of another miftake of Monfieur Focquenbrog : he was very much
in the wrong to tell the world that at Elmina, and feveral miles adjacent, there grows

neither leaf, grafs, nor tree. This is utterly falfe ; for befides the trees round about

Elmina and on the hills, the banks of the frelh river, but half a mile diftant, are fur-

nidied v/ith great numbers of fine lofty trees ; from hence, and feveral other particu-

lars, it plainly appears that gentleman was too partial in his defcription of this Coaft.

It is indeed true, that the country about Elmina is more bare of trees than other places,

but not fo bad as to deferve fuch a wretched charafter.

To return to my fubje£l, I aver, that the whole coaft is filled with high and low

trees ; and the charming ftiady groves ferve to render the malignity of this place more
fupportable ; and fo delight thofe who take their progrcfs into the in-land country, that

they oblige them entirely to forget the intolerable badncfs of the ways.

Here are fome which naturally grow up in fuch a furprifing manner, as even art it-

felf mi'.ft blufliing own, it could not have contrived any thing like it ; others grow fo

8
'

thick.



bosmak's guinea. 457

thick, and their fhady boughs are fo widely extended, that they form entire alleys,

which afford an amazing fatisfaftion to any who are inclined to take the pleafure of
walking.

I remember to have formerly read in Olearius, and other writers, of trees large

enough to ftielter two thoufand men ; and the tree of which Father Kirchen (a perfon
that, in my opinion, (hould advance notliing but truth) writes, that in its fruit or fhell

(I think it was a chefnut), it could lodge a Ihcpherd and his whole flock, mud not be
very fmall, but may very well pafs for a wonder in nature ; but, after all, it is not in

the leaft to be compared with the trees of this country. I have feen fome here that

twenty, inftead of two thoufand, men, might ftand under, fuppofing them clofe to

one another : and if thefe authors mean fo, I do not fcruple to believe them ; nor I

believe do you. But, to pafs over this ; it is certain that here are extraordinarily high

and large trees, which may be concluded from the great canoes, of which I formerly
wrote to you ; and, fmce thefe boats mufl: be made of a ftraight piece of wood equally

thick all over, and that very few trees grow direflily fo, what I offer is not incredible,

that the mentioned canoes do not amount to above half the bulk of the tree.

I have feen fome of thefe trees fo high, that their tops and branches growing out of
them were fcarcely to be reached by a common mufquet-fliot. They are here called Ca-
pot-trees, becaufe on them grows a certain fort of cotton here called Capot ; which is

very proper for filling of beds, efpecially in this country, where feather-beds are much
too hot.

The wood of this tree is light and porous, and fcarcely fit for any other ufe than
making of canoes.

The tree which our countrymen, at the latter end of the fifteenth century, found on Ilha

del Principe, or Prince Ifland, which was four and twenty fathom in compafs, was, I doubt
not in the lead, this Capot-tree. There is alfo one at Axim, which ten men would
have much ado to grafp ; not that the body of the tree is fo bulky, but that it is fo

vaflly extended by its prodigious fprouts, which clofely furround it.

If we had any Romiffi priefts in this country, we could give them fome of thefe

branches to build them fmall oratories, and then the thorny prickles with which this

tree is abundantly ftorcd, would ferve to correct and chaftife their unruly flelh, and fave

them the charge of buying whips.

But to let the priefts alone, and to return to our fubjecl ; we have here feveral trees

which furnifh very fine working wood. Firft of all in the country of Ante, near the
Brandenburgher fort Acoda, or Dorothea, and behind our fort Lydfaemheyd at Apam,
is yellow wood ; of which very fine chairs and tables are made. At Rio de Gabon
there is alfo red and yellow wood, very proper for the fame ufe, befides which, if any
perfons applied themfelves to fell it, there is very good wood for the making of rudders,

fmall marts and other naval neceffaries : and I am apt to think that here are good large

maft-trces, or at Icaft fuch grow here out of which they might be made, if not for

great fhips, yet for barks, yatches, and other fmall craft.

To complete this difcourfe of trees, I ought to tell you that the Negroes in all parts

of this country, have feleded and confecrated fome particular trees, under which they
perform their religious worffiip ; which are generally fuch, in whofe produdion nature
hath difplayed her greateft perfections.

I iiave long fince treated concerning the Negroes' idolatry in this particular, wherefore
it is unneceffary to repeat it here. But taking leave of the trees, I come next to the
fruits of the earth ; amongft which, firft of the corn here called Milhio.

VOL. XVI. 3 N The
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The large Milhio is by moft taken to be the Turkifh wheat, which is fo well known
in Holland that it is not worth while to defcribe it.

The Milhio is here fowed and reaped twice every year ; the firft harvefl is generally

in Auguft, and the other at the latter end of the year, though but fmall ; for the

Negroes do not fow much againfl: this time, becaufe it is not reafonable to expedl much
rain, without which this grain will not come up well.

It were to be wiflied that corn were to be produced in our country with as little trou-

ble as here; one, or at moft, two men can manure and plough as much land as one

plough can turn up in Holland, befidts which, the corn here very fpeedily takes root.

When grown up, the ftalk is once and a half or twice man's height ; on v/hich one,

two, three, and fometimes four ears oi Milhij grow, each of which contains about

three or four hundred grains ; fo that the millet here increafes vaftly more than the

European corn.

When the millet is firft reaped, in time of peace a thoufand ftalks may be bought

for about a crown Englifh money, and in fome countries for about one third or fourth

part lefs ; the corn of thefe thoufand ftalks, being feparated from the ftalks, makes about

five buftiels, v%hich is a fack and a half.

The grain of Milhio is white and red, the white is the moft beautiful, but the red

is by moft people held for the beft. When this corn is beaten fmall, and cleanfed from

the bran, it makes indifferently good bread, but fomewhat heavy for want of yeaft.

If the millet here were ground, bolted and baked like our corn in Europe, it would

doubtlefs become very good bread ; but wanting all thefe conveniences, and leaven

being not ufed, the bread here is very clammy and heavy. This fliall futEce you for

the great millet or Turkifti wheat.

The fecond fort of Milhio, called by the Portuguefe maize, is a grain like the corian-

der-feed, and is made into bread as well as the other, and very much lefembles our

flighter fort of rye ; it taftes very well, and is very nourifliing ; it grows in the fame

manner as the great Milhio, only the ftalk is not fo thick, nor the ears covered with

lea\'es as the other is, wherefore it is much more expofed to the granivorous birds than

the lart^er, and is not fown near fo much as that, for which reafon it is one half

dearer.

The great, as well as fmall, Milhio is fowed all along the whole Coaft ; but leaft of

all at Axiin ; wherefore it is always deareft there. The country of Ante, in fruitful

years and time of peace, produces prodigious quantities ; I have feen it bought and have

alfo bought myfelf, one thoufand ftenis or ftalks for fix, feven, eight and nine Takces,

each Takoe amounting to abv)ut four-pence-farthing Englifli money, and a fack amount-,

ing at higheft not to two and twenty pence. Thus, corn, in time of peace, is the

cheapeft of all provifions, but in war-time it fometimes rifes to an incredible price ; I

have known a thoufand ftalks fold for an ounce of gold, which is fomewhat lefs than

four pounds fterling ; to which the lazinefs of the Negroes, which is fo great that they

feldom fow more than what is like to be coflfumed that year, contributes very much,

as alfo the great number of EngUfh flave-fliips which yearly come to this coaft; for

thefe not being fo well victualled as we, they are obliged to buy Milhio, which yearly

carries off many thoufand facks.

This corn generally betwixt February and harveft, rifes from one crown to one pound

fterling the thoufi\nd ftcms.

Next the tillafre of corn, follows that of rice, which is not common all over the

Coall ; nor is there any, or at leaft but very little, on the fliore of the Gold Coaft, any

1
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more than at Axim or Ante ; but on the higher part of the Coaft, it grows in fuch

prodigious plent)', that it is eafy to load a fhip with it, perfcdtly cleanfed, for one
penny or lefs the pound ; vvhilfl at Axim, Ante, Abocroe and Ahcober, the foul and
unfifted bears about the fame price.

It is no fmall happinefs for the Negroes of Axim that their foil is fo proper for rice,

which in feme meafure foftens their want of Milhio.

Next rice, by reafon of its great advantage to the inhabitants, is the fruit called

Jammes. They grow under the earth like turnips, and are about two fpans long, and
as much in the grafp or thicknefs. They fhoot out a long green leaf almofl like that

of French beans, with little prickles. This leaf the Negroes fo order, that it climbs

up flakes appointed for that end, and by it they can determine when the root is come
to maturity, at which time they dig it out of the earth.

It is fnow-white within, and is roafted or boiled and eaten by the Negroes, as alfo by
I feveral Europeans, as bread ; its tafle is not difagreeable, being much like that of our

earth-nuts, and though not quite fo fweet, is drier and firmer.

J In the country of Ante there grows abundance of Jammes, but Saboe is the country

f\
which produces them in greateit plenty ; whence, when in feafon, they are fent by
thoufands to feveral other places. Thofe who buy them at Moure, give about fourteen

fhillings a hundred, and fell them again at other places to good profit.

The fecond fubtcrraneous fruit here is called potatoes, which, like the Jammes, alfo

fends forth a green leaf that runs along the ground, fome branches of which, cut off and
planted in the gr.iund, in a fhort time grow potatoes ; but the Jammes never grow
without fome of the fruit itfelf be planted.

Thefe potatoes are of an oval Ihape, commonly like the large long turnips with us
;

they, as well as the Jammes, are perfedlly white within, and boiled or roafted are alfo

eaten for bread, efpecially at Fida, where they are the Negroes' ordinary diet. They
are fweet, and eat much better than Jammes, tafting very much like our boiled

chefnuts.

The country of Saboe produces the greatefl quantities of this fruit, and next to that

the country of Ante ; of which we may fay (confidering it as a part of the Coaft), that

it wants nothing neceffary to human life.

It is told me as truth, that before the Portuguefe came to this coaft, the Negroes
fubfifted themfelves with thefe two fruits, and a few roots of trees ; they being then
utterly ignorant of Milhio, which was brought thither by that nation.

I am more Itrortgly induced to believe this, becaufe in the promontory of Guinea
there are at this time countries where no Milhio, or at leaft very little, is cultivated, and
the inhabitants live on the two mentioned fruits, but more efpecially Jammes.

Thus, having defcribcd the four fruits mofl neceflary to the fupport of mankind, it is

now proper to give an account what this country yields befides for food, which moflly

confiits in feveral forts of beans ; the firft of which are not unlike our garden-beans

in figure and tafte.

The fecond fort are a fize larger ; their cods are about three quarters of a yard long,

and the bean of a bright red colour.

The third fort arc almofl like thofe fmall fpecies, called in Holland the Princefs's

beans, only they arc of a deep red ; thefe are not only very good and nourilliing, but
very fine food.

All thefe beans grow like French-beans with us, either propt up, or creeping up
by a hedge.

3 N 2 But
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But thofe which follow, grow in a very different manner ; as firfl, a fort of fmall

beans, here called Jojootjes, which, like the potatoes, run along the ground, are enclofed

in long {lender hulks, and when young and green are extraordinarily good eating.

Here are alfo beans which grow on trees as big as goofe-berry buflies in Holland.

Thefe are (helled like green peas, fo that a large number goes to make up a difh ; but

they are neither fweet nor foft.

Here is alfo another fort called Gobbe-gobbes, which grow two together in a cod

under the earth, and fhoot out a fmall leaf above the furface of the earth ; thefe are the

word of all the forts of beans, and yet they are eaten by feveral.

The fecond fort of fubterraneous beans have been known to us but a few years, and

are called Angola beans, by reafon they were tranfplanted from thence to this place.

They are a very agreeable fort of food, if fried, as we commonly do chefnuts.

The laft fort, which alfo grow under the earth, are the bell of all ; but indeed they

can hardly pafs for beans, partly becaufe they do not grow in cods, and partly becaufe

they are not eaten as the others are, fo that earth-nuts would be a more proper name
for them ; for they are eaten raw out of hand, and tafte not much unlike hazel-nuts.

But they are corrimonly broken in pieces, foaked in water, and then fqueezed in a cloth
;

this liquor boiled with rice, every where in this country pafles for milk, and if helped

with a little fugar, cinnamon and butter, it would not eafily be difcovered to be any thing

elfe by thofe who are unacquainted with this difh.

Of fuch fruits as may fatisfy a delicate and luxurious palate, we have very few here.

The Ananas are by many valued as an extraordinary fruit, and their nature and

beauties have been at large defcribed : but for my part, not to defpife it, I never could

find the delicacy in it that is pretended.

Notwithftanding which, I fhall take the pains to fpeak of it at large, that you may
judge how far thofe are in the right, who have already written fo much concerning it.

Befides Linfchooten and others, Simon de Vries, in his " Curious Obfervation on the

wonderful Things of the Eafl and Weft Indies," has alledged feveral authors, but I need

only give a plain and true account of the true nature, fhape, and properties and manner
of growing of the Ananas, to Ihow whether he is in the right or not.

The plant fomewhat refembles the great houfe-leek, or Semper-vivum majus, which

we fometimes find amongft the curious botanifts in Holland, from which it differs in

the following particulars : the Ananas fhoot their leaves (or that which is taken for

them) upwards, being neither fo broad nor fo thick as the other ; befides which, the

leaves are furniflied with fharp prickles on each fide, and are alfo of a deep yellow

colour, and fomewhat inclining to green, whereas the Scmper-vivum is of a very beau-

tiful green.

Betwixt the Anana's leaves, before the fruit appears, grows a bloffom about as big

as a man's fift, which is very green, but adorned with an extraordinarily beautiful red

crown, and furrounded with fmall leaves, that render it very agreeable to the fight.

This bloffom by flow degrees grows into an Anana, which at firft is green, accompanied

with yellow leaves, but in ripening, changes to a perfedb yellow ; and when we eat the

Ananas, the mentioned leaves with which it is furrounded are cut off with the fhell.

The crown, or at leaft a part of it, remains firmly fixed to the fruit, though changed to

a yellowifh colour. Before, and round about the Ananas, fmall fprigs fhoot out, which

are planted to continue the fpecies of this vegetable. Thus much may fufEce for the

plant.

The Anana or fruit is about a fpan long, and about the fame thickaefs ; but as it

happens to other fruits, feme are large and others fmall.

Moft
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Mofl: of the authors De Vries cites, agree in the tafte of this fruit ; to which I can

eafily fubfcribe, taking the hberty to add, that though it may for a little while feem a

delicacy, yet, if frequently eaten, it will fopn naufeate. It proves moft agreeable and
healthy when eaten with cinnamon, fugar and wine, like ftraw-berries, for it is too hot

to eat alone ; wherefore Monardus was miftaken in afcribing to them a cold quality,

when indeed it inflames to that degree, that its fharp juice caufes thofe to fpit blood

who eat them too freely. But though this fharp hot juice forces blood from the throat

and gums, yet that they are fo corrofive as to diflblve a knife that remains ftuck in it

but half an hour, is fo ridiculoufly falfe, that if, inftead of half an hour, the knife

remained a whole year, it would not be dilfolved. It is indeed true, that the knife will

be blunted, which alfo happens in the cutting of a citron, lemon, orange, Backoven or

banana, and more efpecially the laft fruit, if it is not thoroughly ripe ; fo that this

acidity cannot juflly be appropriated to the Ananas only.

I cannot quit this fubjeft without noting a grofs miftake of the before-mentioned

authors. Linfchooten firll tells us, that the Ananas grow a fathom above ground
;

and others inform us, that they grow half under. But both are miferably in the wrong

;

this plant really not being above one foot and a half in height, and the ftalk half a foot

;

which together amount to two foot, which is far fhort of a fathom and more, if they

make it grow fo much under ground.

All the pains I have thus far taken in the defcription of the Ananas, was a force I

put upon my inclinations ; and if any one pleafe to affert that this plant in Afia or Ame-
rica is of a different nature, they are at liberty to do it ; whilfl: I am abundantly fatisfied

from travellers in both thofe parts of the world, that there is no real difference.

Next the Ananas I fhall place the water-melons ; about which, though much the

nobler and more agreeable fruit, I fhall not detain you fo long. The immature and
yet fmall water-melon is white within and green without ; but when ripe, its green coat

is fpeckled with white, and its internal whitenefs fomcwhat intermixed with red ; and
the more it participates of the latter, it is by fo much the riper and more agreeable ; at

which time, if eaten, it proves very delicious, watery, refrefhing and cooling.

This fruit is lefs prejudicial to, and much more proper for a fevcrifli perfon than the

Ananas. When green it is eaten as falad, inftead of cucumbers, to which it is not wholly
unlike ; being alfo furnifhed with fuch kernels, which when ripe are changed black, and
are then fit to plant.

The water-melons grow in the fame manner as cucumbers, but bear a different leaf.

They are about twice as big as our melons, and if the Negroes were not too idle, this

fruit would be very plentiful here ; but at prefent they are only cultivated by fome of

our chief officers, fo that the commonalty reap but fmall advantage thereby. They
are in their prime in July and Auguft, and in fruitful years we have them twice.

Thefe are all our heft fruits in this country ; but that I may be able to fay that I have
omitted nothing, whether good or bad, 1 fliall not pafs over the following fpecies.

The firft of which is Malagueta, otherwife called Paradife-grains or Guinea-pepper
;

a fruit which is generally known. It grows on fhrubs in red fhells or hufks, which at

a diftance afford a very pleafant profpcft. Within thefe hufks is contained the Mala-
gueta, feparated into four or five divifions, and covered with a white film. This Guinea-
pepper grows alfo in a different manner, not unlike large grafs-reeds.

Here grows alfo a fruit on fhrubs, which in talte and figure refembles Cardamum
j

which I doubt not but it is.

At Benin and in-land, there is pepper in figure like that of Eaft India.

The
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The lafl fort of pepper, called here Piment, and in Europe Spanifh-pepper, grows

here in abundance on fhrubs, almoft of the fame fize, though fomewhat lower, than our

goofeberry buflies in Holland.

This piment is of two forts, viz. great and fmall ; both of which are firft green, but

afterwards change colour, the fmall to a beautiful red, and the large to'a red and black
;

and are both very pleafant objefts.

This fruit is much hotter than common pepper, efpecially the fmaller fort, which is

not above one-fourth part of the fize of the other ; in recompenfe of which the trees on

which it grows are about fix times as high and wider extended than the other.

PiUient pickled in vinegar and lime-juice (but befl in the laft) is valued by feveral as

a good corroborative to the ftomach, and very wholefome.

This country produces none of thofe green herbs common in Europe, except Tarragon

and tobacco ; of both which here is great plenty, efpecially of the laft, which ftinks

fo abominably that it is impoflible for one that is even not very nice to continue near

the Negroes when they fmoke this devilifh weed ; which yet agrees very Avell with

them.

Some of them have pipes made of reeds, which are about fix foot long ; to the end

of which is fixed a ftone or earthen bowl, fo large that they cram in two or three

handfuls of tobacco ; which pipe, thus filled, they without ceafing can eafily fmoke out

;

and they are not put to hold their pipe, for being fo long it refts on the ground.

All the in-land Negroes take this tobacco, but thofe who live amongft us and daily

converfe with the Europeans, have Portuguefe or rather Brazilian tobacco ; which,

though a little better, yet ftinks to a great degree.

Both the male and female of the Negroes are fo very fond of this tobacco, that they

will part with the very laft penny which fhould buy them bread, and fuffer hunger

rather than be without it ; which fo enhances the price, that for a Portuguefe fathom,

which is much lefs than one pound of this trafli, they will give five fhillings, or a gold

quarter of a Jacobus.

Let us therefore rather praife thofe fmokers, my good friend, who take the noble

Spanifti or Virginia tobacco ; but as for thofe ftupid wretches who content themfelves

with the Amorsfort weed, I heartily wifti, as a punifliment of their depraved tafte, that

during their lives they may never fmoke better than our Negroes, and Brazil on

Sundays and holidays
;

yet under condition they be obliged to keep company with

each other, and be baniflied the company of genteel fmokers. But this by the

way only.

The tobacco-leaf here grows on a plant about two foot high, and is of the length of

two or three hands breadth, and the breadth of one, bearing a fmall bell-flower, which

when ripe turns to feed.

To conclude, I will add a fruit which grows in lofty trees, is rather larger than a

walnut, and furnilhed with much fuch a ftiell : the kernel is divided into feveral parts

;

of which fome are red, others white.

Not only the Negroes, but alfo fome of the Europeans, arc infatuated to this fruit

:

we call it Kool or cabbage, and the Negroes Boefi : it is chewed in the mouth ; and

after the juice is fucked out, the remainder is fpit out. ^

Its tafte is very harfli and almoft bitter, and draws the chewer's mouth almoft clofe

:

and its fole virtue is diuretick ; but its admirers pretend it helps to relifti the palm-wine :

though both reafons are not fufficient to engage me to the ufe of it. It is commonly
eaten with fait and Malagueta.

If
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If I had been obliged to beftow a name on this wretched fruit, I fhould rather have

called it the African Beetel or Anca, which would have been much properer than

cabbage ; lincc whatever I have heard concerning the Indian Beetel or Anca exadlly

agrees with the taile and virtue of this fruit.

I might very well leave off here, as not confcious of any important omiflion in the

defcription of the Gold Coafl; of Guinea : but kfl you fhould accufe my performance,

as fpiritltls, i ifipid and faltlefs, I lliail make bold, in the conclufion of this letter and
the whole defcription of the Gold Coafl:, to fet as much fait before you as will ftock

you for houfe-kecping for one hundred years : what think you, is not that enough ?

It is not to be imagined what vaft riches the Negroes get by boiling of fait ; and if

they were always or for the inofl; part in peace, thofe who follow that employment
would in a fhort time amafs unweildy furas ; for all the in-land Negroes are obliged

to fetch their fait from the fhore ; from whence it is eafy to infer that it muff cofl them
very dear : wherefore the meaner fort are obliged to make ufe of a certain faltifh herb
inftead of fait, which their pvirfes will not reach.

Some miles in-land beyond Ardra, from whence mofl of the flaves are brought, one,

nay fometimes two flaves are fold for a handful of fait : fo that human flefh is there

very cheap.

TI.e manner of falt-boiling is as follows :—Some boil the falt-water fo long in cop-

pers till it comes to fait ; but as this is the moft tedious, fo it is not the mofl profitable

way, and is practiced only where the land is fo high that the fea or falt-rivers cannot
poffibly flow (jver them : but at other places, where the fea or river-water frequently

overflows, they dig deep pits to receive the mentioned overflowing water ; after

which the frefliefl; and fmeft part of the water is dried up by the fcorching heat of the

fun. I know this contradicts the hypothefis of a certain author, but he ought to know
alio that the ground being here faltiili and nitrous, a fmall quantity of water will make
better fait, and that quicker than a great deal ; which renders this place the more fit to

produce a great deal of fait in a fmall time.

In other places they have f;ilt-pans, where the fun dries up the water, fo that the

trouble of boiKng is unnecefHu-y ; no pains being required except that only of gathering

it out of the mentioned pans.

Thofe who are either unable or unwilling to buy copper-boilers, or when the fea-

water requires fuch tedious boiling as would burn them ; thefe, I fay, ufe earthen-pots,

which they fet ten or twelve next another ; thus making two rows, being all cemented
together with clay as if they had been done by a bricklayer ; and under the mentioned
pots is fomething like a furnace of fire, which is continually fupplied with wood. This

is the moit laborious way and produces neither fo much fait, nor fo much expedition as

the other.

In all parts of this Coaff, except Acra, the fait is very white, but more efpecially in

the country of Fantyn, where it almofl excels even fnow itfelf

Thus much for this time, and when another opportuni.y offers, perhaps I may pre-

fent you with an account of the country of Ardra ; though I will not allure you of any

thing, but that 1 am really yours, &c.

LETTER
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LETTER XVII.

—

Whichy by way of Supplement to the former, defcrihes flrjl a Snake

taken at Axim, that was twenty-two Foot long ; alfo another not much lefs at Bouiry.

— A Jlrange Engagement betwixt a Snake and two Porcupines at Moure. — Another

Accident with a Serpent, which blinded an European with his Venom.— The Tigers here ;

a Boy torn in pieces by them :— The Author's Tiger-hunting, and how he came to kill

him at laji.— A Defcription of the Jackals.— A remarkable Adventure with an Ele-

phant killed at Elmina.—A Defcription of a certain Spider which the Negroes call

Ananfe, and imagine that it created thefrjl Man.

' Sir,

IN my former letters, I have feveral times promifed you to fpeak more particularly

concerning this or the other animal ; and more efpecially our elephant and tiger-

hunting. All which promifes this fhall difcharge ; but firfl of all I am inclined to fay

fomething concerning the ferpents or fnakes.

About eleven years paft the Negroes of Axim took and killed a fnake that was

two and twenty foot long ; which being opened, a full-grown deer was found in his

entrails.

About the fame time another was killed at Boutry, not much fhorter than the former
;

in whofe body a Negro was found.

Some of my fervants once going to the country beyond Moure, found a fnake feven-

teen foot long, and very bulky, lying about a pit of water, perhaps to divert himfelf

;

near which were two porcupines ; betwixt which and the fnake began a very Iharp

engagement, each {hooting very violently in their way, the fnake his venom, and the

porcupines their quills of two fpans long, for with fuch they were armed. My men
having feen this fight for a confiderable time, without being obferved by the furious'

combatants (in the heat of the battle), after having loaded their mufquets, let fly upon

the three champions to fo good purpofe, that they killed them all, and brought

them to Moure, where they were devoured by them and their comrades as a very

great delicacy.

Whilft our fort was repairing at Moure, the work-men perceived a great fnake be-

hind a heap of ftones ; to get him from thence they removed many of the ftones, fo

that half his body was cleared ; a mafon, the forwardefl: in this enterprize, laid hold

of his tail, defigning to pull him out from betwixt the ftones, but finding that imprac-

ticable, cut off as much of his body as was in reach with his knife, and believing he

had difabled him from doing any farther mifchief, without the leaft fhadow of fear

removed the remainder of the ftones ; but as foon as the fnake was at liberty to turn

himfelf, he clung about the mafon (who thought to have caught him in his hand), and

fpit his venom all over his face ; which proved fo forcible, that the fellow at that very

inftant became ftark blind ; in which condition he remained fome days, but was at

laft reftored to his fight. This I have frequently' obferved, efpecially in Negroes, who
upon being ftruck by a ferpent have fwelled extremely, but foon aflTuaged and returned

to their former eftate ; fo that I am apt to think that the poifonous nature of fnakes is

very different, the bite of fome being mortal, others only wounding, and that there

are another fort which are as harmlefs as thofe of Fida.

Of this laft fpecies is that which hangs hi the diredor-general's hall, which is four-

teen foot long, and was taken in our garden at Elmina by an Ardrafe or Fidafe flave,

with his bare hands without any ftick or weapon, and by him fo brought alive into

the caftle. We found at the lower part of his belly two claws like thofe of birds

;

5 which.
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which, I fuppofe, ferved him either to eredl himfelf upright, or to leap. But of him
enough, fmce I have already faid fomethhig of him in my laft letter but two. Where-
fore we fliall now apply ourfelves to the tigers, which here do the mofl mifchief, snd

are extraordinarily fierce. Some years paft a boy that belonged to our fadtor at Sa-

condc, going but a little way from the faftory was killed by one of them.

At the fame time and place, a Negro going in-land with his hatchet in his hand to

cut fome wood, met a tiger which fell upon him ; but he being a dexterous fellow, fo

well defended himfelf with his hatchet, that, after a long fcuffle, he conquered and
killed the tiger ; but did not come off unhurt, for his whole body looked as if fome-

body had begun to ilay him.

In the year 1693, when I commanded in the faid fort, fome of my Kabriets ("for fo

we call flieep), as well as thofe of my neighbour the Englifli faftor, were for feveral

nights killed by a tiger, which at laft grew lb bold, that he came at three in the after-

noon to the lodge, and killed a couple of fheep. I perceived him time enough, and
aflifled by my gunner, two Englilhmen, and a party of Negroes all armed with good
mufquets, I purfued him, and in a ffiort time overtook him, though not fo foon but

that he had opportunity to fly to a fmall thicket of under-woods, which we immediately

befet ; my gunner adventured into the thicket to find whereabouts he lurked, but in

half a quarter of an hour came running back like a diftrafted man, having left his hat

and flippers behind him, after being alfo bitten ; but to his very good fortune, the tiger

intending to have feized him, was fo affrighted by the falling branches, that he gave

him opportunity to make his efcape, and the tiger kept the wood.

One of the Englilhmen, impatient at waiting fo long, refolved to march into the wood
with his mufquet, if poiTible to diflodge him ; the tiger, \vhich was but too foon aware

of him, fuifered him to approach clofe to him, upon which he fell upon him with

extreme fury, feizing him with his feet by the flioulder-blade, and fixing his teeth in

his fide, and would, without doubt, immediately have torn him in pieces, if by crying

out he had not drawn me with a party of Negroes to his afliflance ; which obliged the

tiger to quit his prey : notwithftanding which he was fo miferably handled, that he lay

fenfelefs about half a day, which was partly occafioned by the venom of the bite, and
partly by the fright.

The Negroes were fo terrified at the ill-fuccefs of this enterprife, that, utterly bereft

of all courage, each quitted his poll where he was appointed to watch, which afforded

the tiger an opportunity of efcape, which he foon attempted ; but in his flight out of the

thicket happened fomething very odd.

The under-fa6lor of the Englifli fort had long called out and promifod me (for this

adventure happened jufl; under that fortj that he would come to my affiltance, and the

very moment the tiger quitted the wood, being as good as his word, he came with his

mufquet in his hand ; but the tiger feeing him alone before him, made to him ; upon
which the Englifliman, inltead of coming to us, ran as fall as his legs would carry him
back towards their fort; but affrighted, and tired with hard running, he fell over a

Hone about half a mufquet-fliot from home : the tiger had already overtook him, when
we ftood trembling at a diltance, imagining he would immediately tear him in pieces

;

but he coming up to him, inftead of attacking, turned from him and took his flight

forwards in-land, foon getting out of our fight.

I can give no other reafon why he did not fall on the Englifliman, than that perhaps

he was jrfraid of us who followed him with a great cry, if poffible to terrify him ; for

it was not practicable to flioot at him, by reafon he was too near the Englifliman, and
we might as well have chanced to have hit the one as the other : or ptriiaps the bcaft
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thought he had honour enough by having his enemy under-foot, with which he being

fatisfied, retired.

Thus ended this chafe, and I do not defire fuch another, for I have feveral times been

in danger that the Negroes by their random-fliot ftiould hit me inftead of the tiger.

Tliis tiger was not hereby deterred from coming again fome days after and killing fome
flieep, which provoked me to attempt another way to catch him that I had feen in the

country of Ante.

I caufed a parcel of very thick pallifadoes to be cut ; of which I made a fort of cage of

twelve foot long and four broad, covering it alfo on the top with pallifadoes, to bind which

the firmer, I laid a thoufand pound weight of ftone on it to prevent his breaking out above

;

then I caufed a double-plank door to be made for my cage, and in one of the corners

I made a leffer cage, which took up one fourth of the room of the whole ; in which I

placed a couple of fmall hogs : after which I fet the door like our rat-traps, in fuch a

manner that the tiger could not come in to feize the hogs without throwing it down and
Ihutting himfelf in, when it would be impoflible for him to come at the hogs by reafon

of the pallifadoes which fenced them in their little cage.

This flratagem fucceeded fo well that three days after I had finifhed my trap, I caught

the tiger in it at midnight ; but inftead of roaring, as I imagined he would, immediately

he fet his teeth at work, if poffible to eat his way out of prifon, which he had certainly

done if he had had but one half hour's time ; for he had foon rent the inner from the

outer door, and eaten the pallifadoes half through when I interrupted him in his work ;

and not to dally with fruitlefs /hooting, I clapped the muzzle of my mufquet loaded

with three balls betwixt the pallifadoes, at which he furioufly catched, and fo furnifhed

me with a favourable opportunity to difpatch him at one (hot ; by which I punifhed his

thievery and murder.

We found him about the fize of a common calf, well provided with large teeth and

claws.

This tiger-catching obliged us with a feafi: of eight days ; for by the cuftom of the

Antefe country, he that catches a tjger, is privileged for eight days to feize all the palm-

wine which is brought to the market, without paying any thing for it •, which accordingly i
we did, and the whole mentioned eight days were fpent by the Negroes in fliooting, ^
dancing, leaping, and all manner of public jollity.

The country of Axim, but much more that of Ante, is full of tigers -. they frequently

in the night-time come not only under, but alfo into our forts, and do a great deal of

mifchief, making no difficulty of leaping over a wall of ten foot high.

Before I leave ^this fubjeft, I cannot help refuting the opinion of fome people, that

the tiger is fo afraid of fire, that without any other, arms than that alone, it is poffible

to drive him away. I was once of this erroneous opinion myfelf, but have been con-

vinced of the contrary by experience : for after having received a vifit or two from a

tiger, to affright him for the future, I kindled a great fire where the ffieep ufed to

lleep in the night ; but not fufficiently relying on that, I ordered five of my fervants to

lie by the fire with loaded arms ; but notwithftanding all this, the tiger came in the

night and killed a fheep between my two lads, who were fallen aflecp, and was moving
towards the fire, when my fervants, awakened with the cry of the fheep, immediately

flew up, intending to let fly at him, but he immediately ran away.

From hence it appears that the tiger is juft as much afraid of fire, as the devil of the

crofs ; and this accident confirms the report of the Negroes, that this beaft will never

attack a man when he can come at a beaft, for otherwife he could more eafily have fallen

on my two boys than a fheep.
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Next the tiger in fiercenefs, is the jackal or wild dog ; of which I have already fpoken

in the defcription of Acra. I had an opportunity of gratifying my curiofity with a fight

of it in the year i/oe, when the prefent King of Commany's fervants having (hot one,

were fo civil as to bring it to the caftle : he was as big as a fheep, with longer legs ;

which in proportion to their fize were very thick ; whence you may judge of his

flrength : he was covered with fliort hair, which was fpotted ; his head was very large,

flat and broad, provided with teeth, each of which was a finger's breadth and more

;

fo that in all probability his greateft ftrength is lodged in his mouth and legs
;
joined to

which he alfo hath terrible claws.

I will here prefent you with an example of the fierce boldnefs of this brute, which

happened at Acra ; where one of thefe beads by night boldly came into a Negro's

houfe, -and took away a female Negro; which he flung upon his back, and held her

faft with one leg, intending to proceed on his journey with his prey halting upon three

legs : but the cries of the poor captive awoke a parcel of Negroes, and brought them

to her relief; which they foon effecSVed, and found her only a little hurt by the claw

with which he held her fafl:.

I fliall now add fomething concerning the elephant ; of which I have in one of my
former letters told you that unprovoked he very feldom falls on mankind, but when

urged to it falls on with wondrous fiercenefs. I3oth which I fhall here confirm by a

couple of infl:ances ; and fhew you how difficult it is to kill them.

Beyond Axim a Negro that was accuftomed to the elephant-chace, and had killed

feveral, endeavouring to fhoot at one, but miffing his ffiot by a flafh in the pan, the

elephant grew fo enraged, that he purfued, fet on him, and broke him and his mufquet

to pieces.

The fecond accident is more remarkable, and may ferve as an inftruftion to others

that for the future they be not too rafli.

In the year 1700, in December at fix irt the morning, an elephant came here to

Elmina, walking eafily along the ffiore under the hill of St.Jago: fome Negroes were

fo bold as to go againft him without any thing in their hands, in a fort to welcome and

bring him in. He fuftered them to encompafs him, and very quietly went along with

them to jufl: under the mount St. Jago : where one of our officers belonging to that

hill, and a Negro which came down with him, fired on him immediately ; and the

officer's ball hit him above his eye. This and the following fhot which the Negroes

poured on him were fo far from provoking him, that they did not move him to mend
his pace in the leaft ; he only fecmed to threaten the Negroes betwixt whiles, but ftill

let them alone.

It was furprifing, when he threatened to fall on the men, to fee him prick up his

ears ; which were of a prodigious fize : however he went on, and laftly ftcpt into our

garden, expelling perhaps civiler treatment there.

This extraordinary accident, and our own curiofity, drew the dire6lor-general and

myfelf into the garden ; and we were foon followed by fome of our people. We found

him (landing in the midfl of the garden ; where, before our coming, he had broke

down four or five cocoa-trees ; which number, either to divert himfelt or (hew us his

(trength, he augmented with five or fix more in our prefence. The flrength which

he feemed to ufe in breaking down a tree may very fitly be compared to the force

which a man exerts in order to knock down a child of three or four years old.

AVhilft he flood here, above one hundred fhot were fired at him, which made him

bleed to that degree, as if an ox had been killed. During all which he did not flir,

but only fet up his ears, and made the men apprehend that he would follow them.
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But this fport was accompanied with a tragical event ; for a Negro, fancying himfelf

able to deal with him, went foftly behind him, catched his tail in his hand, defigning

to cut a piece of it oft"; but the elephant being ufed to wear a tail, would not permit

it to be fhortened in his life-time : wherefore, after giving the Negro a flroke with his

fnout, he drew him to him, and trod upon him two or three times ; and, as if that

was not fufficient, he bored in his body two holes with his teeth, large enough for a

man's double fill: to enter. Then he let him lie, without making any farther attempt on
him ; and ftood ftill alfo whilft two Negroes fetched away the dead body, not offering

to meddle with them in the leaft.

From both thefe inftances it is fufEciently clear, that unprovoked they do not often

hurt any body ; but that they grow very fierce when fliot at and miffed doth not fo plainly

appear, fince this elephant fuffered above three hundred fliot to be made at him, with-

out any fign of being enraged or refiftance : but as the fame adtions have not always

the fame fuccefs, I fliould be loath from hence to advife any perfon raffily to fire at an

elephant, fince this vaft number of fliot which were thundered at him were not fuffi-

cient to fetch him down ; and thofe who pretend thoroughly to underftand the ele-

phant-fhooting told us, that we ought to have fhot iron-bullets, fince thofe of lead are

flatted, either by their bones or the toughnefs of their ikin.

This feems probable ;, for after his death we found of the vaft' quantity of fhot

levelled at him very few had paifed the bone into his head. Some remained betwixt

tne fkin and the bone ; mofl of them, more efpecially the fmall fhot, was thrown off

by his hide as if they had been fhot againft a wall. The bullets were certainly too

fmall, fince what the Englifli factor told me, was confirmed by others, that as he was

in the river Gamby, in a canoe, he killed an elephant, which purfued him^ with one

Ihot only. For to imagine that none of the balls hit him in the proper place is not very

reafonable, fince in fuch a great number one mull hit right, as appeared after his

death.

After the elephant had killed the Negro (which happened not above fixteen paces

from us), and had been about an hour in the garden, he wheeled about as if he intended

to fall on us, which made all that were in the garden to fly, each endeavouring to

fecure himfelf by getting away ; but the greatcft part made to mount St.Jago ; think-

ing, indeed, with reafon, that if they could reach that, they fhould be fafe : but the

elephant followed nobody out of the garden, which was very fortunate ; for otherwife

amongft fuch a number of people he had undoubtedly made a great flaughter, fince

nobody by fwift running could have efcaped him ; which I beheve on horfeback is

fcarcely to be done.

We all flew out of the garden, as I have told you, through the fore-door, and the

elephant took to the back-door ; which, whether in his way, or whether it was too

narrow for him to pafs, I cannot tell, but he Hung the door, though a brick and half

thick, a good diflance ; which I had the good fortune to fee a good way off, but

could not obfervc that to do that he very much exerted himfelf, but rather feemed

only to touch it lightly. After which he did not pafs through the gap where the door

had been, but forced through the garden-hedge, going very foftly by mount St. Jago

towards the river, where he bathed himfelf in order to wafh off the blood with which

he was befmeared, or to cool himfelf after the heat occafioned by fo much fhot. After

having refrefhed himfelf a little in the river, he came out and flood under fome trees

where were fome of our water-tubs ; where he alfo cooled himfelf, and broke them

in pieces, as he did alfo a canoe which lay by them. Whilfl the elephant flood here,

the fhooting began to be renewed, till at laft he fell down ; after which they imme-
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diately cut oiT his fnout, which was fo hard and tough that it coft the Negroes thirty

ftrokes before they could feparate it, which mufl: be very painful to the elephant, fince

it made him roar ; which was the only noife I heard him make : after this he died

under the mentioned tree ; confirming the report of the Negroes, who tell us, that

whenever an elephant finds his death approaching, if able, he always gets under a tree

or into a wood.

For the truth of which, though I will not be obliged to anfwer, it hath yet thrice

happened at Elmina : and at Gabon I found a dead elephant in a pleafant thicket ; of

which more hereafter.

The elephant was no fooner dead, than the Negroes fell on him in crowds ; each

cutting off as much as he could, fo that he furnifhed a great many as well Whites as

Blacks with food enough for that day.

He was not very large ; his teeth not weighing above four and thirty pound. Thus
we had the diverfion to have a near view of an elephant, and to fee him partly exert

his ftrength ; and the plcafure had been much greater, if not allayed by the misfortune

of the poor Negro, though it was his own fault. Hence we began to reflefl: to

what danger we had expofed ourfelves by venturing fo near the elephant ; for had he
but once grown furious, his rage would doubtlefs have coll feveral men's lives, and per-

haps we fhould have fallen the firft, not being fo fwift of foot as the Negroes ; befides,

all making one way, we fhould have been in the way, and obftrufted one another's

flight.

Upon this confideration we refolved never for the future to come fo near an elephant

;

to which I would not advife any man who hath the leafl tendernefs for his life.

"Whilft I am writing this, an accident that happened to me at Moure occurs to my
memory ; which obliges me to add what follows : — Going to my chamber at night in

order to go to bed, I found an hideous great fpider againfl: the wall. On account of
the flrangenefs of the fpedf aclc, I called my fub-factor, and both my afiiftants to fee it.

We found his body long, and his head fharp, broader in the fore than hind-part, but

not round as mod fort of fpiders are. His legs were as large as a man's finger, ten in

number, being hairy, and the thicknefs of a little finger.

The Negroes call this fpider Ananfe, and believe that the firfl men were made by
that creature : and notwithflanding fome of them by converfation with the Europeans
are better informed, there are yet a great number, that remain of that opinion ; out
of which folly they are not to be reafoned. This is the greatefl piece of ignorance

and ftupidity that I have obferved the Negroes guilty of; which I have once already

hinted to you.

Be pleafed, fir, to take this letter as a fupplement to the defcription of the Gold
Coaft ; on which fubjed you are to expeft no more. And what refts is that you con-

tinue always allured of, fir, yours, &c.

A DESCRIP.
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A DESCRIPTION OF THE SLAVE-COAST.

LETTER XVIII. — Which firjl treats briefly of the Country of Quahoe, which is abun-

dantly enriched with Gold ; after that of the Kingdom of Ladingcour, and Country of
Lampi, ivhofe King and Subjeds arc fubmitted to the Obedience of Aquamboe : this

Country affording very great Plenty of all Sorts of Cattle.— Of the Slave-trade there.— Agriculture and Fijhery.—A copious Defcription of Rio Volta.— The ftnall Force

of Lampi, or the Cotofe King ; and their continual Wars with thofe of Popo.— The
Land is dry Sand, without Hills, and very barren.— Slave-trade there. — The In-

habitants converfible and good-natured ; their Poverty ; they live chiefly by Robbery.—
The Multitudes of Idols here.—A Defcription of Little Popo ; its Barrenncfs ; of its

Inhabitants, thofe which are banifhed Acra are good Soldiers : their War with thofe of

Offra and Fida ; what paffed therein : they alfo live upon Spoil and Slave-trade ; their

villanous Nature ; and fome Inflames of their Cheating : formerly a great Trade was
driven at this Place.— Multitudes of Rats.—A Defcription of Great Popo, which
was fubjc£l to Fida, but is revolted fro7n it ; their Wars occafioned thereby, in which

they were vidorious ; Popo an IJland ; wants Provifions ; Slave-trade there ; our

Companyformerly had a Lodge there ; Popo is accounted to be in the Country ofArdra ;

where the Country of Fida begins ; the violent burning of the Sea before it, does a great

. deal of Mifchief; fome Inftances of it ; theflrong Current before Fidaflops the Ships ;

pleafant ProfpeEl of the Entrance of that Country ; Extent of it ; it is well cultivated

and very fertile.— Defcription of Fida ; Nature of the Inhabitants ; their Civility as

well to us as to one another ; their Compliments ; they are very laborious ; their Occu-

pations ; lVoj?ien's Work ; they eat and drink well ; work for fmall Wages ; great

Slavt-trade there ; the Men tnarry many Wives, of which they are very jealous ; fevere

Punifhment infliclcd for lying with another Man's Wife, efpecially the King's, which

nufl not be touched, and fome not permitted to be feen ; great Number of the King's

Wives, of which he fomctimes fends away a good many, without his Number being

dimimj}}ed ; the Wo?>ien notfond of being the King's Wife ; the eldefl Son is fole Heir

to his Father's Ffiate as well as to his Father's Wives' ; the King inarried his own
Daughter ; Multitude of Children here ; thicvi/h Nature of the People here ; fome
Examples of it ; their rich Cloathing ; red Colour prohibited to be worn by any not of

the Royal Blood ; convenient Habit of the Women ; all their Heads are fljorn ; great

Offerings in time of Sicknefs ; they are extremely afraid of Death, which muft not befo
much as mentioned in Prefence of the King, or any of the chief Men ; an agreeable

Adventure of the Author's on that account ; the Inhabitants of Fida make no Diflinc-

tion of Time ; are natural Arithmeticians ; menflruous Women utterly wiclean ; their

Circumcifton ; muftcal Infiruments ; they are great Gameflers.

Sir,

YOURS of the 25th reached me in good time, and reading at the very firfl your

thanks, I flattered myfelf that you were pleafed with the defcription of the Gold Coaft

which I imparted to you ; but going on I found myfelf miftaken, and that you would

not be fo eafily fatisfied, but farther defire an account of thofe countries where our

Company, and other nations, drive their flave-trade ; and that I might not want an

employment, you add a fupplemental requefl;, that I would lay the whole coaft of

Guinea
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Guinea before you. Well, ray friend, was it not enough to fet me fuch a tafk, but
you muft alfo rally me, and acquaint me that idlenefs in this country is very prejudicial

to my health ? which to preferve, of confequence it is abfolutely necefl'ary to have
fomething to do, as if I wanted employment befides this you have found me : if you
think that any perfon of an active genius can want bufmefs here, 1 dare aflure you that

you will find yourfelf miftaken. Idlenefs here, and I believe all the world over, is

only the lot of thofe idiots which fcarce know either what they do, or wherefore they
live : and to let you fee that I am none of thofe, I fhall anfwer your demand, by writ-

ing you not only what I have myfelf obferved of thefe countries, but alfo whatever is

confiderable in thofe places where 1 have never been, nor never defire to come, though
I am not willing to be fecurity for the truth of all which I lliall fay ; but yet I dare
aver, that the perfons from whom I have my informations are fo creditable, that 1

fhoald freely rely on their words in things of much greater importance ; and therefore

believe that nothing prepofterous will be found in the relation.

So as I have received my information, I fliall faithfully tranfmit it to you, without
adding any thing of my own ; but if their method difpleafe me, or difagree with what
I have hitherto obferved, I fliall make bold to change it a little, and this is the utmoft
alteration I intend : and that you may know before-hand what countries they are which
you will find defcribed,- from the information of others, in the following recital, be
pleafed to obferve, that the defcription of tile country from Ardra, through the whole
gulph of Guinea to Rio de Gabon, with the tra£t of land well of the Gold Coaft, and
from the Gold River to Cabo Monte, is not mine ; but all the reft you may take for

my own, no part of which is the refult of any thing but my own obfervation.

This being, in my opinion, a fufficient advertifement, I ftiall begin with a defcription

of the remaining part of Guinea, through which I have travelled.

Be pleafed to remember, that in my fifth letter I ended the whole Gold Coafl: with
the village of Ponni, though the gold is brought to us from the country a little lower,
namely, out of Quahoe, which abounds with that metal, and is fituate beyond that

tract of land ; but by reafon of the fmall acquaintance I have with that country, as

alfo becaufe its inhabitants go through Aquamboe to Acra, where they drive the
greateft part of their trade, palling over this, I fhall confine myfelf to the fea-fide

only, telling you withal the tract of land betwixt Ponni and Rio Volta is about thirteen

miles long, being inhabited by the Negroes of Acra, Lampi, and Aquamboe.
Thofe of Lampi have a King of their own, with the title of King of Ladingcour

;

though in reality he and his fubjeds (if they may be fo called) depend entirely on the
King of Aquamboe, according to whofe will and pleafure he is obliged to regulate

himfelf ; for upon the leaft difguft, which he or his people give to thofe of Aquamboe,
they are fo fevercly puniflied that the remembrance of it remains for feveral years,

which is yet ftyled a mild and merciful chaftifcment ; for whenever the King of Aquam-
boe takes a fancy to it, he makes nothing of cutting them a foot fhorter, which punifh-

ment they are forced to fubmit to without murmuring ; he having at leaft as defpotic

a power over them as his own fubjects.

The country hereabouts is indiflerently populous and fertile, but extraordinarily ftored

with cattle, as cows, hogs, fheep, befides chicken, &c. All which are here daily

bought very cheap by the Blacks of the Gold Coaft, to tranfport to the Upper Coaft.
The remaining trade of thefe people confifts in flaves, which are alfo bought up by

the mentioned Negroes ; but moft of them are tranfported hence by the Lnglifh, French
and Portuguefe fhips. Sometimes the flave-trade here proves very advantageous, efpe-

i

cially about the village Lay.
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It fometiines happens that when the in-land countries are at peace, here are no flaves

to be got ; fo that the trade of this place is utterly uncertain, and it only ferves to touch

at in our paffage this way, without depending on any thing from it,

Befides trade, the inhabitants employ themfelves in agriculture and fifliing ; the firft

ofwhich proves reafonably profitable ; but the fifhery, efpecially that on the lea, turns

to none, or at moft, but fmall account ; for the fhore here is very high and of very

difficult accefs : wherefore it is fometimes unapproachable with fmall canoes. But the

want of fea-fifli is here abundantly compenfated by the lakes or rivers, which are extra-

ordinarily richly ftocked with fifli.

Rio Volta, probably fo called by the Portuguefe, by reafon of its rapid courfe and

reflux, bounds this trad of land. This is a fine wide river, difcharging its waters fo

violently into the fea, that it is fometimes vifible three or four miles from the (liorc.

How far this river extends its courfe in-land is to me unknown. The extraordinary

rapid reflux into the fea, continually carries great numbers of trees along with it j

which flicking fafl: at the mouth of the river, occafion a very high burning of extraor-

dinary violence, as well as lofty agitations of the waves : fo that this place is paflable

with canoes but twice in the year, and that is commonly betwixt April and November,

the weather being then fl.ill upon the Coafl; ; which generally is jufl; before the rainy

feafon, when confequently the reflux of the river is not fo fwift : but after the rains

it is not poflible to perfuade a Negro to venture, though they are continually ufed to

pafs in their boats along the fliore, which here, by reafon of the mentioned burnings,

they cani\ot do.

I have four times paflTed by this river on board of fliipping, and each time fome of

our people were fent aloft, that by difcerning the mouth of this river, they might fee

whether we had paflTed it or no ; and they commonly called to us from aloft, that they

faw its mouth, and that they were right before it, and at it, or a little way eaft or

wefl: of it ; which the mafl:ers of the Ihips, through ignorance, and I, as well as they,

firmly believed.

But in the year 1699, coming in a canoe from Fida, I caufed myfelf to be rowed

as clofe to the fliore as poflible, and as the burnings would permit ; but as curious and

exa£t as we were in our obfervation, we could defcry no mouth, nor the lealt opening -,

but difcovered the truth of what one of my fervants (who had performed this journey

by land) told me, that this river, at a fmall difl:ance from the fliore, and throughout,

is prodigioufly wide ; but that vveftward, it is thwarted by a whole trad of land, which

leaves it but a fmall opening or paffage ; and it is natural enough to believe, that by

reafon of the widenefs within, and the violent reflux of this river, the ebb which

pafles this fmall mouth mufl; be much flronger than if this paiiiigc were proportioned

to the fize of the river : but enough of this.

Eaftward of this river, the Cotofe country, by mofl: called the land of Lampi, be-

ginneth. From this river to the village Goto or Verhou, is about fourteen Dutch

miles ; the village having formerly been the place of refidence of the King of Goto,

where I faw and fpoke with him in the year 1698.

This kingdom is very inconfiderable in ftrength, which yet abates daily by its wars

with Popo, that have continued for fome years fucceffively ; and they being pretty even

in force, unlefs they make peace, their difpute is not like to be ended before one of

them engages fome other country to their aiflftance. But Aquamboe, who would keep

them both on foot, takes care that neither be deftroyed, by fending aflifliance of forces

to the weakeft fide.

When
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When Aquamboe was governed by two chiefs, as I have formerly told you, thofe

of- Popo had a ftrong fupporter of the old, as they of Goto of the young King j thus

each fide was continually furniflied with Aquamboean props.

But how it will go with them when the old King is dead, time will inform us.

Thofe of Little Popo, in 1700, watched their opportunity, and, furprizing thofe of
Coto, fell upon them and obliged them to quit their country ; but 1 doubt not but

thofe of Aquamboe will foon rcinftate them, and clap a bridle into the mouth of the

Popoeans.

The land of Coto is of a direcSt contrary fort of nature to that of the Gold Coafl:

;

for as the latter is full of hills, fo the former hath not one : but the foil is very flat,

fandy, dry, barren, and void of all trees, except the palm or wild-cocoa ; of which it

produceth a great number. This land is tolerably provided with cattle, at lead as

many as are fufficient to fupply its inhabitants.

River-fifli is not wanting here, but they can get none out of the fea, by reafon of

the violent burnings which extends from this place to Ardra, and farther along the

whole Coail.

Their trade is that of flaves ; of which they are able fometimes to deliver a good
number, bat yet not fo many as to lade a fliip.

I found the inhabitants here very good-natured and civil. I received feveral civilities

from them, el'pcciuUy from the King : when I told him, that after having accomplilhed

my merchandize at Fida, I dcfigncd to return by land ; he offered to come himfelf

with his whole force to receive me on the borders of his territories, and to conduct me
beyond Rio Volta in order to fecure me from any mifchief from the {trolling robbers.

I thankfully accepted this kind offer, and I fliould certainly have made ufe of it, had
not thofe of Little Popo (who had alfo promifcd to conduct me through the extent of
their land) caufed me to be dilTuaded from it by their ambafladors, under pretence they

were afraid I might be fct on by the robbers before they came to me.

This difluafive was very faint, and the faid ambaff'adors under-hand encouraged me to

this land-tour, urging it as their private advice, which naturally difcovered their villany :

which was that they defigned to murther me on my journey, and confequently have
(tolen all my goods ; befides which, they would yet have cleared themfelvcs by urging

that they advifed me againft going that way.

I was on this account frightened from undertaking my intended tour ; by which I

fliould otherwife have difcovered fome particulars worthy your cuiioilty.

But to return to the inhabitants of Coto ; in politics, religion, and economics, they

very nearly refemble thofe on the Gold Coalt, except that I found here a vaft quantity

of idol gods. Their language is moff ly that of Acra, with a very fmall alteration. By
reafon their trade is fmall, they are very poor ; very few of them being rich. Their

moff: advantageous trade is taking a journey in-land and fl:ealing men, which they fell

to the Europeans, that come here with their ffiips. This is the belt part of their fub-

fiilence, and indeed all I have to fay of them.

From Coto to Little Popo is about ten miles ; the country being as the former, flat

land, without either hills or trees, and extraordinarily fandy, even tv) fuch a degree

that all victuals there drelled are continually full of fand, and not edible ; of which I

was very fenfible during my three days continuance there : for the King richly

enough provided me with victuals ; but for the mentioned reafon I could not eat, but
was forced to fetch provifions from on board our fliip to keep myfclf alive.

This vait quantity of fand, with which the whole land is covered, renders it fo barren,

that the inhabitants are forced to be victualled by thofe of Fida, or at leall for the

moft part.

VOL. xvi. 3 P The
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The inhabitants here are the remains of the kingdom of Acra behind our fort there

;

from whence they were formerly driven by the King of Aquamboe. Thofe who efcaped

fettled here, where they may remain long enough 5 for it is not probable that they will

ever return to the poflefllon of their country.

I have already mentioned their wars with thofe of Goto. They are not very populous

;

but on the other hand are very warlike. Not many years fmce they had a brave

foldier for their King, whofe name was ^Aforri, brother to the prefent King. This

prince, on account of his valour, was very much feared and refpedled ; but his greateft

flock of fame redounded to him when the Phidalgo of Oftra rebelled againft the King

of Great Ardra, his lord and mafter, whofe yoke he fhook off, and befides killed our

chief faftor Holwerf.

To revenge ihefe accumulated crimes, the King of Ardra perfuaded King Aforri

to come againft him with all his force ; which he did, and made fuch fliort work with

thofe of OftVa, that he conquered as foon as faw them ; wafted their country, and

delivered the offender into his fovereign's hands : but not content with this vidory,

and puftied on by the King of Ardra, he marched againft the people of Fida, and

encamped in their country ; but wanting powder, he delayed attacking the Fidafians,

in expeftation of having it fent him according to the King of Ardra's promife ; which

he did not fail to do in large quantity under a good convoy : but the Fidafians, getting

intelligence of it, fell upon the convoy with a very ftrong party, defeated it, and feized

all the powder j which Aforri being informed of, and finding himfelf, for want of

ammunition, not able to ftand againft his enemies, made a fpeedy as well as very fea-

fonable retreat; for the Fidafians intended to have fallen on him with their whole

force the next day, when he and all his army would probably have been very roughly

treated.

His enemies, informed of his flight, were not in the leaft inclined to purfue him ;

but on the contrary did not a little rejoice to find themfelves rid of fuch a dangerous

enemy.

Aforri being returned into his own territories, was acquainted that his neighbours of

Goto were ready to have alTifted Fida, if he liad ftaid any longer in their country
;

which he fo highly refented, that with utmoft animofity he took the field againft them,

and defiring nothing more than to come to a clofe engagement with them, he attacked

them, though ftronger than himfelf, but they received him fo warmly, that they had

quickly killed a great part of his army : upon this, furioufly enraged and defperate,

and carelefs of himfelf, he flew amongft the thickeft of the enemy, where he was fo

furrounded that it was impoflible for him to return ; upon which, with feveral of his

men, after a valiant refiftance, he was left dead upon the fpot.

The prefent King, though more peaceable and mild, yet prudently revenged his

brother's death on the Gotofians, always attacking them in their weakeft condition
;

which meafures he purfued fo long as to drive them out of their country.
' The inhabitants of Popo, as well as thofe of Goto, depend on plunder and the flave-

trade ; in both of which they very much exceed the latter ; for being endowed with a

much larger fhare of courage, they rob more fuccefsfully, and confequently by that

mea'-S increafe their trade : notwithftanding all which, to freight a fhip with llaves, re-

quires fome months attendance.

In the year 1697, in three days time I could get but three flaves ; but they aflfured

me that if I would have patience for other three days only, they fhould be able to

deliver me one or two hundred. I feemed to approve their propofal, but went on

board under pretence of fetching fome goods afliore which they defired, and imme-

I o diately
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diately weighed anchor and fet fail for Fida ; where I was informed that their incur-

fions fucceeded fo well, that they returned with above two hundred flaves ; which, for

want of other Ihips, they were obliged to fell to the Portuguefe.

This nation is more than ordinary fraudulent and thievifli. It is their common
praftice to affure the merchant or fador that they have a flock of flaves, only to draw
him on fliore ; which having done they never part with him without having fleeced him,

and befides detained him feveral months.

The Portuguefe are cheated by them more than any nation ; notwithftanding which
they cannot avoid trading with them by reafon they are loaded with fuch ferry goods,

that they can fcarcely get flaves any where elfe.

In 1698, I found a Danifli Ihip there, which was obliged to wait a longer time to

deal for five hundred flaves, than I fpent in trading for two thoufand at Fida : during

which time they met with fuch ample proofs of their villanous nature, that I do not

believe any of that nation will venture thither again.

A year or two before this, they dealt in the fame manner with an Englifli fliip, and
befides cheated him of foinc of his goods ; but he coming thither again in my time,

recovered his damages in the following manner : — As foon as he had dropt anchor

before Popo, fome of the great men, amongfl: whom was the King's Ton, came on
board him ; all which he clapped in the Bilboas : from whence he did not difcharge

them till he was firft re-imburfed and had obliged them to pay a fum befides.

In the reign of this King's brother, this nation was more eafily dealt with, for when
he had done his bufinefs, he would not fufter his fubjefts to impofe on the Europeans.

In his time, one of our Company's fliips, in eleven days, dealt for above five hundred
flaves, but that is not what is likely to happen again ; for that nation is at prefent

fo fraudulent, that undeniably every perfon that deals with them muft be more or lefs

cheated.

It is perfectly unnecefl*ary to touch any further on the nature and cuftoms of thefe

people, fince being originally inhabitants of Acra, in religion and government they

do not much differ from their country-men.

During my fliay here, I found fuch an incredible number of rats, that I thought
myfelf bound in charity to advertife the inhabitants to be upon their guard and deftroy

thofe vermin, left increafing upon them they fliould in time drive them out of their

country.

Four miles eaftward from hence is the kingdom of Great Popo, whofe King Sivas

firft in fubjection to Fida, but the prefent King being fet upon the throne by the pre-

fent King of Fida, in the room of his brother whom he had banifhed, in reward of
the favours of the Fidafian monarch, he hath withdrawn his allegiance, and thrown
off that yoke ; at which the Fidafian was fo much enraged, that he raifed a great army,
which he fent againft Popo, together with the afllftance and ammunition which he
received from fome French fliips that then lay before Fida, defigning nothing lefs than

to extirpate them, which he was alfo encouraged to hope, becaufe the French fliips

likewife failed to fall upon that country by fea : but Popo being an ifland fituate in the

midft of tlie river, both the French and Fidafians were forced to make ufe of floats to

come at them ; and that nation had put itfelf in fuch a pofture of defence, that it not

only received its enemies warmly, but after bleeding them, put them to flight, without

the lofs of one man on their fide ; for they fired very briikly out of their houfes, and
unperceived of their enemies, by which means they killed a great number of French
and Fidafians, and fo difordered their forces, that throwing down their arms, they run
over one another to make their efcape ; and if the Popoeans had followed their vic-

3 p 2 tory
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tory, in all probability not one Frenchman would have efcaped alive, they not being fo

fwitt as the Negroes.

Since this fo unfuccefsful enterprife, the King of Fida hath not ventured on any frefli

attempts with his own forces, but hath been endeavouring even to this prefent time to

hire other nations to engage in the quarrel ; but though it hath already coil him large

funis, yet the only fuccefs he has met with is to be cheated on all fides j wherefore,

much againfl his will, he is obliged to fuffer the King of Popo in quiet poffeflion of

his illand.

The inhabitants of Popo have fcarccly any dwelling places, befidesthe King's village,

which as I have told you, is an ifland, and that fo thinly peopled, and fo infefted by

the Fidafians, that they cannot cultivate their land quietly ; wherefore they very fre-

quently want provifions, and would be ftarvcd, if they were not lurniflied with edibles

from even the Fidafians, their greatcll enemies, who continually run the riik of

capital punifliments, by reafon of the profit they find to accrue by victualling the

Popoeans.

The natives of Great Popo trade alfo in ilaves, which, if no fliips come thither,

they fell to thofe of Little Popo ; but their grcatefl gain is by the fifh, which they

catch in their river, and trade with abroad.

Some years paft we had a houfe or lodge here, but by reafon of the declenfion of

trade, iince the enmity betwixt Fida and Popo, after the death of our fador we left it,

and fince that time we have not traded with them.

This Popo is the firft place which can properly be reckoned to be in the country of

Ardra: the Ardrafian language, with very fmall alterations, is here fpoken. The

government alfo is here upon the fame foot, of which more in the defcription of Fida,

where I fhall give you a fketch of it.

Juft eallwards of Popo, the country of Fida takes its beginning, and four or five

miles lower is the road and port. "I'his port is fo incommodious and dangerous, by

reafon of the horrible burnings in the fea, that we cannot land here without running a

great rifk ; but in April, May, June, and July, the fea burns fo violently, that, ac-

cording to the proverb, he ought to have two lives who ventures.

About this feafon, difmal accidents are very frequent here, great quantities of goods

are loft, and many men drowned ; for the fea-burning is fo violent, and rolls fo, that

a canoe full of people is over-turned, and the canoe fhattered into fplinters in a

minute, by which means all that are in it are in danger to be loft, except the rowers,

who, through their fkill in fwimming, may perhaps fave themfelves. This over-

turning of canoes happens every day.

When I was here, in the year 1698, befides flaves, there were five men loft here;

viz. a Portuguefe captain, a clerk, and three EngliHi failors, befides two captains

which were brought a-ftiore for dead, and lived but a very little while after.

This port hath coft me, or rather the Company, at feveral times, above two hun-

dred pounds, and doubtlefs it mull have been more expenfive to the Knglifh and others,

who have not fo good rowers.

At this time of the year we are troubled with another inconvenience, which is a

flrong eaftern tide, which no boat or ihallop can ftein by rowing, but thole in the

boats are oblif^ed to fet them along by fticking their pole in the ground j fo that what

by one inconvenience or another we are detained here twice as long as is nccefl'ary to

our flave-trade ; but when our fatigue is over, and we are got on fliorc, we feeni to

have paffed from hell to heaven, for having efcaped the apparent dangers of the fea,

and difcerning fuch beautiful meadow-ground about half a mile off, we cannot help

being
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being over-joyed on the account not only of our delivery, but Ilkewlfe of the future

pleafures this country promifes.

For three feveral times I have lived here about three months, not that my merchan-
dizing required fo long time ; for reckoning one Ihip with another, I could diipatch

each of tliem in lefs than a month ; and which is yet more, I have laden three in four-

teen days ; but what obliged me to ftay was waiting for a yacht to carry me oft", and
preparing for my voyage.

During my llay here, I ufed all poflible means to difcover the length and breadth of
this kingdom, but could never obtain a farther fatisfadory account than that its extent

along the fea-fliore is about nine or ten miles ; and in the middle, it reaches fix or

feven miles in-land ; after which it extends like two arms, and in fome places is ten or
twelve miles broad, and in others much narrower ; fo that it is impoilible for me to

oblige you with an exad: account of hs breadth, but I hope we fliall not quarrel.

It is, however, unquertionably certain, that this country is fo very populous, that in

one village alone, as the King's, or any of his viceroy's villages, for inflance, there

are as many people as in a common kingdom on the Gold Coait ; and this land is well

furnifhcd with tliefe large villages, befides innumerable fmall ones, v,hich are obferv-

able throughout the whole country, fome not above a mufquet-fliot from each other,

for thole who live out of the great villages or towns build and fettle where they pleafe ;

fo that each family builds a fmall village, which increafes as that multiplies. The great
number of thcle villages, compofed ot houles which are round at the top, and en-
compalfcd with mud walls or hedges, together with the great numbers of all forts of
beautiful and lofty-trees, which feem defignedly planted in exact order, afibrd the molt
beautiful profpecSl in the world ; to render which the more charming and perfedly
agreeable, not fo much as one mountain or hillock interpofeth to interrupt the view

;

but the whole is a fort of infenfibly rifing ground, which is not difcovered till you
have gone forwards an hour or two, when, turning back, your eyes are regaled with

a |)ro(peft of the molt charming place that imagination can reprcfent ; nor can I be-

lieve that any country in the world can Hiew the like. Befides which, this land is

covered with a beautiful verdure, compofed cither of grafs or trees, and plentifully

provided with three forts of corn, beans, potatoes, and other fruits, which grow fo

clofely to each other, that in fome places a foot-path is the only ground that is not
covered with them ; for the Negroes of this country are fo covetous, that no place

which is thought fertile can efcape planting, though even within the hedges which
enclofe their villages and dwelling-places : and they are fo very greedy in this particular,

that the very next day after they have reaped they are fure to fovv again, without
allowing the land any time for reit.

'Ihe charms of this country have fo far tranfported me, that I have infenfibly palled

through it ; but fince on account of its excellence (comparatively taken and conlidered

as on this Coait), it deferves a very particular defcription : I therefore defign to divide

it into three heads, \i/.. firft, I fhall treat of the nature and manners of the inhabitants;

lecondly, oi their religion and government ; and, thirdly, of the cattle and fruits of this

country.

As the firfl will take uj) the remainder of this letter, fo the other two fhall be treated

of each in a letter apart. But I deiire you not to be tired if they all, but more efpe-

cially this, happen to be fomewhat long ; I (liall not grudge my pains in writing it

;

and if you put too great a value on the time to read it, the remedy is eafy
j
you may

tear otf what you will, and not wafte lo much time on it as to pcrufc it.

But
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But as to my firfl particular, I mufl needs fay, that the inhabitants of Flda far ex-

ceed all other Negroes (that I have had the opportunity of converfing with) both in

good and bad qualities ; as the following lines, if worthy your reading, will inform

you :
—

I mufl own, that, from the highefl: to the loweft, they treat us in the mofl civil,

obliging, and engaging manner in the world ; and as all Negroes continually teaze

us for prefents, thefe, on the contrary, never defire beyond a morning draught, and
had rather give than receive. When we trade with them, they are very well pleafed

that we acknowledge the fervices they have done us ; but they are incorrigibly fond of

their ancient cufloms, but this is fo reafonable that no perfon can deny them that

privilege.

They are fo civil to each other, and the inferior fo refpeftful to the fuperior, that at

firfl; I was very much furprifed at it ; for if any of them goes to vifit his fuperior, or

meets him by chance, he immediately falls on his knees, and thrice facceflively kifles

the earth, claps his hands, wifhes his fuperior a good day or good night, and congra-

tulates him ; which the other, either fitting or ftanding, or whatever pofl:ure he is

found in, barely anfwers, with foftly clapping his hands, and wifliing the other a good
day ; and if he is extraordinarily civil, he faith, it is enough. All which time the

former remains fitting or proftrate on the earth, till the other departs, unlefs his affairs

call him avi^ay ; when, after begging leave, he retires, creeping on the ground ; for

it would be thought a great crime to fit upon a chair or bench in prefence of his

fuperior.

The like deference is paid by the younger to the elder brother, the children to the

father, and the wives to their hufbands ; none of which will deliver or receive any
thing to or from his or her fuperior, brother, father, or hulband, otherwife than upon
the knee, and with both hands together, which is a fign of yet greater fubjedion ; and
if they fpeak to any of the faid perfons, their hand is always clapped before their

mouth, that their breath may not otlend the other.

When two perfons of equal condition meet each other, they fall both down on their

knees together, clap hands, and mutually falute, by wifhing each other a good day

;

which ceremonies are alfd nicely obferved by their followers and dependants on each

fide, which looks very agreeable.

If a principal perfon happen to fneeze, all thofe in their prefence fall upon their

knees ; and after having kifled the eairth, and clapped their hands, wifh him all hap-

pinefs and profpcrity.

When a perfon is prefented with any thing by his fuperior, having received it, he

claps it in his hands, and after kifTing the earth, very fubmiflively returns thanks. In

fhort, the inferior here fhews as much refpeft to the fuperior, as I believe is pradlifed

in any place of the world ; which is very different from the Negroes on the Gold Coaft,

who live together without any difl:inftion, like brute beafls : nor do they differ lefs

from the mentioned Negroes in indufliry, for whereas the Gold Coaft Negroes indulge

ihemfelves in idlenefs as their favourite vice ; here, on the contrary, men as well as

women are fo vigoroully induftrious and laborious, that they never defift till they have

finilhcd their undertakings ; and are continually endeavouring after work, in order to

get money.
Befides agriculture, from which the King and a few great men are only exempted,

their manufaftures are fpinning of cotton, weaving of fine cloaths, making of cala-

baffes, wooden veffels, Allagayes and fmith's-ware, and feveral other handicrafts, which

are
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are in greater perfection here than on the Gold Coafl ; befides which, they alfo have
fome which the other have no knowledge of.

Whilfl; the men are fo diligently employed, the women are not idle ; they brew, or
rather boil beer, and drefs victuals, which they carry to market to fell, together with

their hufband's merchandize ; fo that both men and women here are employed in

getting of money, and each zealoufly Itrives to out-do the other. Hence it is that

they live very fplendidly, and not as the Blacks on the Gold Coaft, who dare not
think of a good morfel when it is dear ; for thefe on the other fide, as well the
higher as lower fort, eat of the beft that is to be gotten, as long as they have any
thing to fupport it ; and when that fails, they are upon the hunt to get more ; but to

a(k them to work with an empty belly, would be to knock at a deaf-man's door ; on
which account I think no man can blame them, fince it is but reafonable that they
fhould, before they begin, be fenfible for what they take pains.

They work for fniall wages, and the fervice which the meaner fort do us confifts in

carrying our goods from the fhore to the King's village, where our houfe is. This
being about three miles, for every burthen of goods we commonly pay from eight to

twelve pence, in proportion to the weight of it ; the price of each burthen being
exadly adjufted. From hence you may colled, that the men work very cheaply here

;

but they play an after-game, of which I fhall hereafter inform you.

With a burthen of one hundred pounds on their head, they run a fort of continual

trot, which is fo fwitt, that we Hollanders cannot keep up with them without difficulty,

though not loaded with an ounce weight.

Tliofe who are very rich here, befides hufbandry. In which their wives and flaves

are employed under them, drive a very coiifiderable trade, not only in flaves, but all

other fort of commodities.

They are fo diligent in the flave-trade, that they are able to deliver one thoufand flaves

every month, if there are no fliips at Jakin, which is fubordinate to Great Ardra, and
fituate but three miles below Fida, which makes a very confiderable alteration ; for the
King of Great Ardra, through whofe territories mofl: of the flaves are obliged to pafs,

when the fhips are there, to favour his own fubjefts, very commonly fliuts up all the

pafles to Fida by a very drift prohibition ; upon wliich his fubjedts are obliged to deal

by Health with thofeof Fida (ai^ainft whofe King he is an irreconcileable enemy), which
yet they continually do, feeming not much concerned at their Kings' difputes. Not-
withftanding which, trade doth not flourifli fo well as when the King of Ardra leaves

commerce open betwixt his fubjeds and thofe of Fida.

The remaining cufl:oms and manners of the natives of Fida, not aftefting their reli-

gious worlhip, are very like thofe on the Gold Coaft, excepting only, as I have already

hinted, that thefe exceed the other in all particulars of living ; for whereas the former
content themfelves with one, two, three, and the moil confiderable men, with eight,

ten or twenty wives ; they have here forty or fifty, and their chief captains three or
four hundred, fome one thoufand, and the King betwixt four and five thoulimd.

Moll of thefe wives ferve to till the ground, for their hulbands only ; but the moft
beautiful Itay at home, where they are not yet excufed from working ; befides which
they are obliged to ferve and wait on their hufband. No rich Negro will fuller any man
to enter the houfes where his wives refide.

The men here are fo ftrangely jealous of their wives, that on the leaft fiifpicion in
the world, they fell them to the Europeans ; being in this particular very diflcrent from
the Negroes of the Gold Coaft, who make no manner of fcruple of driving a public
trade with their wives' body.

' The
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The cuilom of this countn' is vaftly different from that ; for if any perfon here pre-

fume to debauch another's wife, if the injured perfon is a rich man, tlie offender mull

not only die, but fuch a crime is, befides that, fufficient to plunge his whole family

into flavery.

If any perfon happen barely to touch any part of the body of one of the King's wives,

defignedly, or by the moft unforefeen accident in the world, his head, or at leaft his

liberty, is thereby forfeited : he being, for a punifliment of his innocent crime, doomed
to perpetual flavery. Wherefore all thofe whofe bufmefs lies near the King's houfes,

call out aloud that his wives may be informed there is a man thereabouts.

For the fame reafon the King (as I have before hinted) is ferved by his wives in his

houfe, not permitting any man to enter the walls thereof, unlefs to repair it, or do

what the women cannot, upon which occafion the women are obliged to retire to

another part of it.

When the workmen are tiling or repairing the King's houfe, they continually call

out, that the King's wives may, during that time, keep within ; for if they fhould hap-

pen to fee them only, it would be imputed to them as a crime.

So when the King's wives go to the field to work, as they do daily by hundreds,

they are certain, whenever they meet a man, to cry out, •' Stand clear ;" after which

he either immediately falls on his knees or flat on the ground, and waits their pafling

by him, without prefuming fo much as to look at them.

On account of the leaft difguft or trifle, the King fometimes fells eighteen or twenty

of his w'ives, which doth not at all lefl'en their number, for three of his principal cap-

tains, to whom the government of the feraglio is entrufted, daily fupply their places

with frefh ladies ; for whenever they fee a beautiful virgin, they immediately prefent

her to the King, which none of his fubjeds dare prefume to refufe or contradifl:.

When a lady is prefented to the King that happens to pleafe him, he does her the

honour to lie with her twice or thrice ; after which fhe is obliged to pafs the remainder

of her life like a nun : for which reafon, the women are fo far from being greedy of the

honour of being the King's wives, that fome of them prefer a fpeedy death to fuch a

miferable life.

About two years paft thefe captains endeavoured to bring him a beautiful young maid ;

but flic not being very fond of a nun's life, fled from them, and they purfuing her, fhe

defpairing threw herfelf into a deep well, in which (he was Ififled. I leave her cafe to

t)e determined by the ladies.

Upon the father's death, the eldeft fon inherits not only all his goods and cattle, but

his wives ; which he immediately holds and enjoyeth as his own, excepting his own
mother ; for whom he provides a feparate apartment, and fui?icient fubfiftance, in cafe

fhe cannot live without it. This cuftom obtains not only with the King and captains,

but alfo amongrt the commonalty.

This prefent King married two of his own daughters : but they dying quickly after,

and his brutal pleafures being of a fhort duration, he imagines that the gods that way
punilhed him for his crime ; which hath drawn from him an oath never to repeat it for

the future. To prevent temptation, in my time he married his only daughter to the

Englifh Company's fador here ; and once talking very freely with him, I, in a jefting

manner, impofod a fort of tine upon him for not having made me the firfl offer of her.

He willingly paid his fine, adding withal, that though his daughter was married, fhe

was yet at my fervice, if I defa-ed her, fmce one word was fufHcient to call her home.

What think you, fir, are not this King's daughters very cheap ? But the mifchief

5
is.
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IS, that marrying a King's daughter in this country is not very advantageous, oiherwife

I had not failed long fince to be happy that way.

From fuch a multitude of wives, a great number of children may reafonably be
expelled. You may eafily believe this when I aver to you, I have feen men that were
fathers of above two hundred children ; but, however, to put it out of doubt, not
only myfelf, but feveral others who have enquired into it, are afcertained of the truth

of it in two inftances ; the full of which is one of the King's captains, that ferved U3

feveral years as an interpreter, whole name is Agoei.

I once aiked him in prefence of one of our captains and my affiflant, how many
children he had, having always obferved a good number with him ; to which he,

fighing, anfwered, that he had been fo very unhappy in that particular, as not to have

many, and that he could not pretend to above feventy ; I afked him whether he had
not had more that were dead ; he told me yes, about as many as were at prefent alive.

And yet this man thought that'both thefe numbers, making together one hundred and
forty, were but a very fmall number ; from whence you may guefs what number is

fufficient to make a man rich, or well-ftocked with children.

The King, who was prefent at this converfation, allured me that one of his viceroys,

alTifted by his fons and grandfons with their llaves, had repulfed a powerful enemy
which came againfl: him. That this viceroy, with his fons and grandfons, could make
out the number of two thoufand, not reckoning daughters or any that were dead.

Judge then, fir, whether, if a new world were difcovered, thefe men would not be fit

to people it.

If what I have told you is true, as I do not in the lead doubt but it is, being con-

firmed by the King's afleveration in the prefence of all his principal men } and this whole
country is fo prolific, it is not very furprifmg that it is fo populous, or annually fells

fo many flaves.

Having detained you long enough on the head of the marriages of the Fidafians, let

us now take a view of their dealing with, or keeping the goods of others. To this pur-

pofe is what the King faid to me the firft time I came to Fida ; His Majefty's advice

and charader of his fubjecfts ran thus :
— " That his fubjefts were not like thofe of

Ardra and other neighbouring countries ; which upon the lead unibrage received from
the Europeans would poifon them. This is," continues he, " what you have no rea-

fon to fear here ; but I advife you to take particular care of your goods, for my people

teem to be born expert thieves, and will rob you of no more than they can come at."

I was entirely fatisfied with this frank declaration of the King's, refolving to be fo care-

ful that their pilfering nature fliould not much redound to my damage ; but I reckoned
without my hofl, for 1 afterwards found that they were the greatcit and moil cunning-

thieves in the world.

l^xcept three or four of the mofl confiderable men, all this nation, high and low,

rich and poor, are tainted with this vice. In fliort, not to exclude any body in the

whole country, as I have before hinted, they are fuch expert thieves, that they obliged

a French merchant to fay of them, that they underflood the art of thievery better than

the cut-purfes and pick-pockets of Paris. Would you know what extorted this cliarafter

of that nation from him ; it was, that being ready to depart, he had packed up all his

goods in his pack-houfe, to which he had alfb added a great number of chickens, de-

figned for his voyage, refolving to fliip off all the next day ; bul he was excufed that

(rouble, for when he came to his warehoufe next morning, he found neither goods nor
fowl, though the warehoufe was firm and clofe, and well locked, fo that he could not

vol.. XV!. 3 Q imagine



482 bosman's guinea.

imagine which way the thievery had been acted ; though 1 afterwards difco\ered the

trick at my coll.

The Negroes of the Gold Coafl are very thievifli, but are not to be compared with

thefe. I never faw a fliip here ot what nation foever, that they have not robbed of

goods to a confiderable value ; for, as 1 have already told you, it being three miles

from the King's village to the fliore, all which way we are neceflitated to make ufe of
thefe villains to carry our goods, they are hereby furniflied with the befl; opportunity

in the world to play their part ; of which there is no hindering them : though inftead

of Argus you had a watchman with a thoufand eyes, they would yet deceive him ; and
if we happen to catch them and reprehend them for it, they have alTurance enough to

afk us, whether we can imagine that they would work fo hard as they do, for fuch

fmall wages, without the Hberty of dealing.

In my time the Englifh fewed up their fmall barrels of Boefies (the money of this

country) in facks, thinking thereby to have fecured them from the pilfering fingers of

the Negroes ; but they were miftaken ; for as they were carrying them, on the way,

they cut the facks of the barrels, and dug out their Boefies at the chinks of the barrel

with an iron chiflel. They are acquainted with an hundred feveral ways of dealing,

which would be too long to recite here. I fhall only add that no perfon can provide

againft them ; and if we complain to the King, we cannot expeiEl any juflice, much
lefs retribution. For though the King gives order to have the guilty fearched after and
puniflied, yet no perfon dare inform, for fear of the King's eldefl fon, who commonly
fhares with, and confequently protefts thefe villains.

And if we fliould prefume to think, that when our goods are in the warehoufes,

they are then in a fafe harbour, we fhould find ourfelves grofsly miftaken : at firfl I

was of that opinion, but having had ftolen from me, in one night's time, above the value

of fixty pounds fterling in goods, I changed my opinion, believing that the only way
to be free from their thievery, was to leave them and their country. I then found the

locks of my warehoufe entire, and had very fafely kept the key ; fo that at firft I could

not imagine which way the thievery was committed, but afterwards I difcovered the

villany : I obferved that in the garret, which was thatched with reed and clay or mud,
to prevent firing, they had made a hole, and affifted by a pole with a hook at the end

of it, had drawn out my goods.

But they had made fuch a large hole in the Frenchman's warehoufe, that a man
might pafs through it. In fhort, go how it will, they are fure to fteal fomething ; but

having faid enough on this fubjed, it is time to think of fomething elfe ; and before we
fpeak of their government and religion, we fhall give fome fhort hints on other fubjeds.

The Negroes here are more richly cloathed than thofe ot the Gold Coafl, except in

gold and filver, which they have not here, nor are they acquainted with its worth.

They wear five or fix cloaths, all of different forts, one above the other, the uppermofl

of which is eight or nine yards long, which they wrap very decently about their body.

None are permitted to wear red except thofe of ihe royal family only.

The women alfo wear a multitude of cloaths or panes, heaped one over another, each

of which is not above a yard and half a quarter long, or a yard and a half long, of

which they buckle their two ends on their bellies. Thefe cloaths very clofely cover

the pofleriors, but fit very loofe before, infomuch that if the wind blows a little frefh,

what modefty obliges to cover is frequently expofed.

The Negroes tell us that this fafliion was the women's invention, and grounded on a

convenience which they found in it, as doubtlefs every mode is fome way or other

ufr-ful.

It
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It is odd enough to obferve that air men, women and children go with their heads
clofely fliorn by a razor, and that without any covering in rain, wind, the fcorching fun,

or be the weather how it will : and if it is certainly true that going with the head naked
renders it very hard, I dare aver that the Negroes muft: be very hard-headed, fmce
they are always bare in that part ; and hence it is, as well as from their beards beim'
clofely (horn, that the old men feem younger than they really are.

If the Negroes on the Gold Coafi;, when feized by fickncfs, are very diligent in the
ufe of medicines, and numerous offerings for the recovery of their health ; the Negroes
here exceed them, efpecially in the laft, which is the employment of feveral whole days.

The medicinal remedies are the fame with thofe on the Gold Coaft, but the offerin"s

are very different : here each perfon referves a place under the open air, which is fet

apart for that purpofe, and hedged about with reeds and other trafh. In this confecrated

place they continually facrifice in order to obtain health and profperity.

They are fo very fearful of death, that ihey very unwillingly hear it mentioned, for

fear that alone (hould haften their end. No Negro in the whole country dare prefume
to fpeak of death in prefence ot the King or any great man, on penalty of undergoing
it as a punifhinent himfelf.

The firfl voyage I made hither, being upon my departure, I afked the King (who
owed me about one hundred pounds (lerling), who fhould pay me in cafe of his death

at my return ; all thofe prefent were perfectly amazed at this queftion ; but the King,
who underftood a little Portuguefe, taking me right, and finding that I was ignorant

of their cuftoms, fmilingly anfvvered, that I ought not to trouble myfelf about that, for

he fhould not die, but always live. I foon perceived that I had been guilty of fome
folecifm in their manners, wherefore I took my leave and retired to my apartment ; but
withal alking the captains which followed me the reafon of their aitonifhment. They
replied, that no perfon, on pain of death, dared prefume to fpeak of death itfelf fo pub-
licly in the King's prefence, much lefs talk of his own dying. I was then filent ; but
in my fecond and third voyage, growing more familiar with the King, and his before-

mentioned great men, I have frequently ridiculed their vain fear of death ; and
accuftomed them to it, fo that in time they began to laugh at it themfclves, efpecially

the King (who is a very jolly fellow) when I frighted any of his captains with death
;

but no Negro will venture to open his lips on that fubjeft.

The Negroes live in a manner by guefs, making no manner of diftindion of times.

They have no feftivals, nor divifions of hours, days, weeks, months or years, but
reckon their fowing time by moon-fliines, and very well know that every three days
there is a great market.

They are fo accurately quick in their merchandize accompts, that they eafily reckon
as juflly and as quick in their heads alone, as we with the affiftance of pen and ink,

though the fum amounts to feveral thoufands ; which makes it very eafy to trade with
them, and not half fo troublefome as to deal with other and much duller Negroes.

I beg you would not be furprifed that I jumble my matter confufedly together, for

not allowing myfelf time to digefl: it ; fo 1 defire you would pleafe to take it in good
part, let it fall how it will : but if you defire what I write to be thrown into an accu-
rate method, after you have received it, you have it in your own hands and power.
But for the prefent, I can give you no further confolation, than that the glafs is almofl
run out, and this letter is very near its conclufion.

Menftruous women arc efteemed fo imclean, that they are not permitted entrance
into the King's, or other great men's houfes, on lefs penalty than death, or perpetual
flavery.
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The circumcifion of Infants, efpecially the males, is here cuflomary ; but if they

be afked whence this cuftom was deduced, they readily anfwer, that it was traditionally

handed to them by their anceftors, and they at prefent neither know the reafon nor

fignification.

I have juft hinted that the male-infants were circumcifed, in which you will perhaps

think I am in the right, fmce the cuftom is fcarcely pradlicable in the other fex : but I

can aflure you, fir, that fome girls are here liable as well as the boys. You, as a

phyfician, need make no farther queftion on that head ; and I refer the ignorant to

what Mr. Arnold van Overbeck faith concerning the Hottentots at the Cape of Good
Hope.

The Negroes differ very much from each other in the circumcifion of children ; fome

do it at four, five, or fix, and others at eight or ten years of age.

Their mufical inftruments are much better than thofe on the Gold Coaft, and they

are alfo much modefter in the ufe of them, for in the time of mourning they never

teaze you with the noife of them.

They are very great gamefters, and willingly ftake all they are mafters of in the

world at play ; and when money and goods are wanting, like the Chinefe, they ftake

firft wife and children, and then land and body.

Not to detain you any longer, I Ihall pafs by their mufical as well as gaming inftru-

ments, and conclude this from him, who, at all times, and in all places, is, fir,

yours, &c.

LETTER XIX.— Which briefly treats concerning the Government of Fida ; capital

Crimes -very rare here ; Punijhment of Murder, and of violating one of the King's

Wives ; other Crimes charged with pecuniary Midds only.— The Oath of Purgation, in

what Manner adjnini/iered. — The Age of the King, his Temper, his Chamber of Audi-

ence, domeftic Office, Revenue, and Receivers thereof ; what Portion accrues to the

King by the Sale of a Slave ; his Revenue which arifes from Fifl?, and his Cujloms,

how much on each Ship ; concerning the Captains ; the Riches of this Prince ; at what

Charges he is obliged to live, and his great Expences ; no Perfon permitted to fee the

King eat, or know where he lodgcth, except his Wives ; his Prefents to the Europeans ;

he is adored as a Demi-god ; his Cloaths, and Children, arid the Nature of the latter ;

how he came to the Throne ; a barbarous Cuflom on occafion of the Death of their

Kings ; the King's Commands executed by his Wives, whence a pleafant Adventure is

related. — The Religion and Superjlition of the Fidaftans ; their Multitude of Idols, of

which a Negro gave a very diverting Explication ; their Notion of the true God ;

their principal Deities ; firft of the Snake, to which great Offerings are made, chiefly

by the King ; the Hoiife of their chiefefl God, where fituate, of what Largericfs, and

how found out ; Ofl'erings formerly fent by the King to the Snake-houfe, but at prefent

aboliflDcd, and why ; a large Account of the King's Revenue on account of the Snake's

Worfljip, which Cheat, though known to be fuch by the Negroes, yetfor certain Reafons

they dare not oppofe it ; he who injures the Snake condemned to the Flames ; the tragical

Fate offome Englijh on that account ; another which befel a Gold Coajl Negro ; Mul-

titudes of Snakes in the Dwelling-places of the Europeans ; the Author paid for the

imaginary boarding of a Snake ; thefe idolatrous Snakes do not injure Mankind ; the

Negroes cannot bear any Difcourfe againfl the Snake ; how they behave themfclves^ if

by chance they happen to kill ope of them ; a pleafant Adventure between a Hog and

a Snake, which coji ike Lives offame Hundreds of the former ; the Trees are the

fecond-
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Jecend-rate Gods of the Natives of Fida ; the Sea their third God ; en what Occafions

the two lajl are honoured with Orifons and Sacrifices ; Priefis and Pricfleffcs in great

Ejieem ; the lajl called God's Children ; their great Authority ; what the Fidafians

think of diabolical Spirits, and Hell, in which Belief they have been long fince con-

firmed ; Difcourfe betwixt a Fidaftan Captain and an Augufiine Friar.

Sir,

IN my laft, dated , I divided my defcription of Fida into three parts ; of the

firft of which, I therein Teated at large ; and the fecond, namely, their government

and religion, I fhali difpatch in this ; but the firll part of this head affording nothing

very particular, I fliall not detain you long on it.

The government, for fo far as it relates to the country, or the war, is vefted in

the King and his principal great men ; but in criminal cafes the King affembles his

council, compofed of certain perfons, opens the indictments to them, and requires

each perfon to declare his fentiments, what punifhment the criminal deferves. When
the verdici pleafcs him, execution is accordingly done in purfuance to it ; but if he
diflikes it, he obliges the council to retire, and punifheth the malefaftor according to

his royal will and pleafure.

Here are very few capital crimes, which are only murders and committing adultery

with the King's or his great men's wives ; but the Negroes, as I have already hinted,

being very fearful of death, are the molt careful people in the world how they incur

that penalty. Notwithftanding which, from time to time, feveral venture fo far as to

deferve that punifhment, of which I fhall give you fome inflances that happened within

thefe five or fix years.

The two firft are of two Blacks, both executed for murder in the fame manner, viz.

they were cut open alive, their intrails taken out of their bodies and burned ; after

which, their corpfe were filled with fait, and fixed on a ftake in the middle of the

Market-place, where I faw them in my firft voyage thither.

About four years paft a Negro, who had been tardy with one of the King's wives,

being caught, was, together with the female accomplice of his crime, brought to the

place of execution in the open field, where he was fet as a mark for feveral great men,
by way of diverfion, to fliow their (kill in darting the Aflagays at him, by which this

poor wretch was miferably tormented. After this, in the prefence of the ofl'ending

lady, he was bereft of his moft criminal member, and aft«r being obliged to throw it

into the fire himfcif, they were both put into a deep pit, being firft bound hand and
foot ; then their executioners fet a pot of boiling water upon the fire, out of which

they by degrees laved fome ,on the poor criminals till it was half out, upon which
they poured the remainder on them all at once, and filling the pit with earth, buried

them alive.

Two years after this, a young man was taken, that had fhut himfelf up in the King's

dwelling-place in women's habit, and enjoyed feveral of the King's wives ; but at laft

fearing a difcovery, they refolvcd to take their flight ; and not contented with having

cuckolded the King, they defigned to make up a good pack of the King's goods, which
might fubfift them in another country ; but they were catched, attempting the latter

part of their enterprife, though not all, but only the Negro and one woman ; and no
torture inflifted on the former, was fufficient to extort from him a difcovery of any
more, fo fentence paftcd to burn him with the woman.
The Negro feeing the King's wives fo very forward to bring wood to burn him,

could not forbear laughing, thereby hinting that they were at prefent very diligent to

furnilh
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furnifh fuel for the execution of him with whom they had paffed many a night very

agreeably ; this he not only expreffed by his laughter, but publicly faid ; but would

not accufe any of the guilty, for which reafon thefe two only were puniflied, who
accompanied one another in life and death.

From what I have faid you may obferve, that the King knows very well how to find

out thofe who injure him ; but in the affair of doing juilice to others he is fomewhat

deaf.

The remaining crimes of the Negroes are moftly compounded by a pecuniary muFct :

which the King, without calling his captains to his ailiilance, takes himfelf, except one

of his favourites, named Captain Carter, who is juftly called the King's foul ; fince

without him he will not do any thing, though even of the leaft importance. This per-

fon, in my time, was, as we here call him. Captain Blank, or the captain to whom the

European affairs were all entrufled.

If any perfon here is accufed of any crime, and denies the faft, he is obliged to

clear himfelf by Fetiches, as on the Gold Coa.H: ; or otherwife (which is here very

common), he is brought to a river, not far from the King's court ; to which is afcribed

the ftrange quality ©f immediately drowning all the guilty perfons which are thrown

into it (contrary to the European manner of trying witches) ; but the innocent come
clear out of it without any damage ; fuppofmg withal that they fave themfelves by
fwimming : in which art all of them being very expert, I never heard that this river

ever yet convicted any perfon ; for they all come well out, paying a certain fum to the

King ; for which end alone I believe this trial is defigned.

The viceroys in their governments generally follow the fame rule, and condemn the

malefactors to pay a certain fum for their ufe.

Having little more to fay concerning their government, I fhall now apply myfelf to

the King's houfehold and ftate.

The prefent King is aged fome years above fifty, but as vigorous and fprightly as a

man of five and thirty : he is the moft civil and generous Negro that I have obferved

among the black kind, and is never better pleafed than when we defire a favour of

him. It would be very eafy to obtain whatever we afked of him, if a parcel of rafcally

flatterers did not continually buzz leffons of good hufbandry in his ears, not really out

of kindnefs to him, but only in order to draw to themfelves what by their frugal advice

they prevent his bellowing on others : and I have obferved that he daily more and

more hearkens to thefe fort of people ; for inftead of being kind to us, he is now fo

obftinate and humourfome in his trading with us, that we fcarcely know how to deal

with him : for at firft he left it to us what to ofler, now, on the contrary, he will have

every thing his own way ; he will have the choiceft and vendible part of our merchan-

dizes in exchange for his flaves, which falls very heavy on the merchant ; for befides

that, he is obliged to give him one-third, fourth, or fifth, at leaft extraordinary for

every flave ; the beft goods being difpofed of, the remainder are not to be put oil" but

to difadvantage : whereas if the King would be a little realonable, as he was the firft and

fecond time I was there, we could eafily difpofe of the whole cargo.

This King's train is fo very mean, that it is fcarcely worth mentioning, he being

attended by none but his wives only. Once, or at moit, twice every year, he goes

abroad, when he appears in a fort of fplendid retinue, more efpecially accompanied

with his wives, who amount to above one thoufand ; each of which is dreffed in the

richcft and moft fplendid maimer. At this time all his moft beautiful wives, who are

always clofely enough fliut up, may be feen ; and with them a rich treafure of coral,

which is worth even ciore than gold. In this progrefs he is not accompanied with fo

6 much
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much as one man ; but he before-hand advertizes all his great men where he intends

to divert himfelf, whither they go to wait for him, flill taking care they keep far

enou'fh oft" his wives, as being allowed no greater favour than to fee them as they

pafs by.

The remaining part of the year the King remains in his houfe, indulging himfelf

in no other diverfinns than what his wives afford him, except when he goes to the

place of audience, in order to be informed by his captains if any thing hath happened,

or to impart his commands to them. Which being done, he goes to the place of

audience appointed for the Europeans, to difcourfe with them concerning commerce.
Where, when he and I had no other bufinefs, I have fpent many days in one fort of

game or other (to all which, according to the genius of that nation, he is Itrangely

addicted), we playing tor an ox, hog, fheep. Sec. but never for goods or money ; and

1 had always that advantage of him, that if I won, he immediately fent home my
winnings : but, on the contrary, if I loft, he did not defire to receive my lofmgs. In

this place of audience, there are two foot-benches, one broad covered with a cloth,

and provided with an oval flool, according to the cuftom of the country, this is for

the King ; and the other covered with mats for the Europeans to fit next the King and
converfe with him, always bare-headed ; not that they are ordered to do fo, but be-

caufe they always find that he is pleafed therewith. Whenever we enter this place

of audience, we are defired to lay by our fvvords, becaufe the King doth not like that

any fhould appear armed before him. It is diverting enough to fpend a whole day
with the King here ; for befides that he is very good company, he is continually enter-

taining you with the bed that he has to eat and drink.

No perfon is fuffered to drink out of the fame glafs or cup with the King, but he
hath always one kept particularly for himfelf; and that which hath but once touched

another's lips he never ufes more, though it be made of metal that may be cleanfed

by fire.

When any of the Europeans eat in his prefence (which he is very fond of), the table

is indifferently regularly furniflied and ferved. All his great men or nobles lie proftrate

on the earth around, as long as he is prefent, without daring to rife : and what the

Europeans leave at their table is beftowcd upon them, which they very greedily eat,

whether they like it or not, and though tiiey have ten times better at home ; and were
it not to afliVont the King's diet, would not touch it.

The polls or offices which this King bellows, are of three forts : firfl, the viceroys,

here called Phidalgoes or governadors, which compofe the firfl (late of the kingdom
;

thefe in the King's abfence, and in their viceroyalties, command as arbitrarily and keep
up as great flate as the King himfelf.

The fecond are his chief-captains, here called grand-captains, though mofl of them
are withal viceroys over fome country or other.

The third are the common captains ; of which there are a great number ; and each
of thefe hath a particular charader : he to whom the care of the market is entrufted,

is captain of the market ; by the fame rule another is captain of the flaves, a third of
the Tronks or prifons, another of the fhore. In fliort, for every aflair that can be
thought of, the King hath appointed a captain overfeer. Befides which there are a
great number of honorary captains without any offices ; for each of all which polls in

proportion every perfon is obliged to pay the King a good fum of money, though he
hath always the honour of bellowing it only out of his efpecial favour.

This King's revenue, in proportion to his country, is very large ; of which, I be-

lieve, he hath above one thoufand colledors, who difperfe themfelves throughout the

whole
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whole land, in all market-roads and paflages, in order to gather the King's toll, which
amounts to an incredible fum ; for there is nothing fo mean fold in the whole king-

dom, that the King hath not toll for it : which, indeed, if all honeilly p;ud to him,

would make him very rich ; but the gentlemen-colleclors fo largely fleece it, that the

King fcarcely receives one-fourth part of the whole.

There are three principal collectors appointed over the flave-trade ; each of which

is to receive a rix-doUar for the King's toll, for every flave that is traded for : but thefe

gentlemen, like the reft, agree under-hand with tliofe who fell the flaves ; fo that

the King receives nothing of it : but with refpe£l: to the Haves which are fold for

Boefies (the money of this county), fomewhat better care is taken, for the fum con-

tradled for is paid in the King's prefence ; out of which he receives three rix-dollars

for every flave : notwithftanding which care» though he is the leall cheated, yet fome

of his fubjects are fo fly as to fetch their money for their flaves by night, or at unfea-

fonable times, and confequently cheat him ; and on account that we have continual

occafion to make ufe of them, we cannot deny them their money whenever they de-

mand it.

The exaci: half of all the fines and tolls in his viceroyalties accrues to him ; but I be-

lieve he would be very well fatisfied if he could but get one-fourth.

There are two very large rivers at Fida : one of which runs by the two Popos, the

other by Jackin : they are fo plentifully ilored with tifli, that the King's toll out of

each of them is worth one hundred flaves, which yet is not above half what the col-

leftors receive.

To the foregoing revenues of the King may be added that from each fliip which

comes here to trade, reckoning one with another, either by toll, his own trade or

cuftom, which comes to about four hundred pounds fterling ; and fometimes fifty

fhips come hither in a year, though at other times not above half fo many : in fliort, if

the King were not cheated, he would have a vaft income, and be a potent prince,

confidered as one of this country Kings ; but compared with the oriental or other

Kings, he makes- indeed but a wretched figure : but it goes here as all the world over,

each officer fleals no more than he can, and the offices feem only to turn to the

advantage of the pofleflTors, without the givers being much the better for them.

But how great foever the King's revenue may be, he hath occafion enough for it;

for befides the large funis which he daily furniflies for the deftrudion of Popo, and to'

fubjeft Oftra, befides thefe, I fay, and the necefl'ary expences of his houfehold, toge-

ther with the rich offerings he is obliged to make to his idol-gods, he is daily obliged

to keep four thoufand men, and to provide them with meat and druik ; and though

he doth not efleem his fubjecl;s more than his flaves, yet when he employs them he is

obliged to pay them dear enough.

His principal great men eat with him daily, or at leaft in his prefence, for no man
is permitted to fee him eat, nor any woman befides his wives ; which feems to me
formerly defigned to create an imagination in the fubjefts, that their Kings were fome-

what more than men, and were to be refpedted and adored as gods ; and that they did

not, like other men, want the common fupplies of eating and drinking, though the

King doth the laft before evcry-body.

For the former reafon, and one more which I fliall mention, no perfon is permitted

to know the King's lodging-place. I once very innocently aiked his greatelt minion,

Carter, where the King lay at night ; but he anfwered this queftion with another,

which was, " Where doth God lodge ? Jull as much is it poflible for us to know the

King's bed-chamber.

"

4 This
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This, I am apt to think, is done to preferve a deep refpeft amongfl the people ; and
that upon a fudden onfet of the enemies, they fliould not immediately find the King,

but that he may get time enough to fave himfelf by flight.

Befides the above-mentioned expences, the King's charge is very much augmented
by his continual prefents to the Europeans ; which, if he likes them and they receive

them thankfully, are confiderable.

Their tables are daily furniihed by him with fheep, hogs, fowl, beef, or what elfe

can be gotten, together with bread, fruit, beer, and what thereto appertains, and all

this in larger quantities than their people really want.

The Hollanders were in my time extraordinarily well treated here, for the King pro-

vided them better than all other nations, and frequently fent them a double portion

;

but fince the captains of (hips have managed the trade here, I am informed our nation

is treated by the King with very fmall diftinction ; for which thefe mailers of Ihips are

folely to blame ; for they, being utterly ignorant of the manners of the people, do not

know how to treat them with that decency which they require ; and the natives here
being very judicious, have doubtlefs leffened their former eftecm for them : upon
which ground I dare prophetically aver, that they will certainly ruin the flave-trade

here, and fo manage it that every body (hall be obliged to pay dearer for flaves than

ufually. But having touched on this fubjodl: in the feventh letter, I fliall quit it at

prefent ; as alfo that I may not anger the failors, who fancy they underftand the flave-

trade as well as we ourfelves ; but fmce I have fo often mentioned that commerce, I

fhall defcribe how it is managed by our faQors here.

The firft bufmefs of one of our fadors when he comes to Fida, is to fatisfy the

cufl.oms of the King and the great men, which amount to about one hundred pounds
in Guinea value, as the goods muft yield there. After which we have free licence to

trade, which is publiflied throughout the whole land by the crier.

'

But yet before we can deal with any perfon, we are obliged to buy the King's whole
flock of flaves at a fet price ; which is commonly one-third or one-fourth higher than
ordinary : after which we obtain free leave to deal with all his fubjefts of what rank
foever. But if there happen to be no flock of flaves, the faftor mull then refolve to

run the rifli of truft:ing the inhabitants with goods to the value of one or two hundred
flaves ; which commodities they fend into the in-land country, in order to buy with

them flaves at all markets, and that fometimes two hundred miles deep in the country

:

for you ought to be informed that markets of men are here kept in the fame manner as

thofe of beaflis with us.

Not a few in our country fondly imagine that parents here fell their children, men
their wives, and one brother the other : but thofe who think fo deceive themfelves

;

for this never happens on any other account than that of neceflity, or fome great crime :

but mofl of the flaves that are offered to us are prifoners of war, which are fold by the

viftors as their booty.

When thefe flaves come to Fida, they are put in prifon all together, and when we
treat concerning buying them, they are all brought out together in a large plain

;

where, by our chirurgeons, whofe province it is, they are thoroughly examined, even
to the fmalleft member, and that naked too, both men and women, without the leafl

difliinftion or modefly. Thofe which arc approved as good are fet on one fide ; and
the lame or faulty are fet by as invalids, which are here called Mackrons. Thefe are

fuch as are above five and thirty years old, or are maimed in the arms, legs, hands,
or feet, have loft a tooth, are grey-haired, or have films over their eyes ; as well as
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all thofe which are affefted with any venereal diftemper, or with feveral other

difeafes.

The invalids and the maimed being thrown out, as I have told you, the remainder

are numbered, and it is entered who delivered them. In the mean-while a burning

iron, with the arms or name of the Companies, lies in the fire ; with which ours are

marked on the breafl. This is done that we may diilinguiih them from the flaves of

the Englifli, French, or others, (which are alfo marked with their mark) and to pre-

vent the Negroes exchanging them for worfe ; at which they have a good hand.

I doubt not but this trade feems very barbarous to you, but fmce it is followed by

mere neceflity, it muft go on ; but we yet take all poflible care that they arc not burned

too hard, efpecially the women, who are more tender than the men.

We are feldom long detained in the buying of thefe flaves, becaufe their price is

eftabliflied, the women being one-fourth or fifth part cheaper than the men. The dif-

putes which we generally have with the owners of thefe flaves are, that we will not

give them fuch goods as they afk for them, efpecially the Boefies (as I have told you,

the money of this country), of which they are very fond, though we generally make
a divifion on this head in order to make one fort of goods help off' another, becaufe

thofe flaves which are paid for in Boefies cofl: the Company one half more than thofe

bought with other goods. The price of a flave is commonly
When we have agreed with the owners of the flaves, they are returned to their pri-

fon ; where, from that time forwards, they are kept at our charge, cofl:ing us two-pence

a-day a flave, which ferves to fubfift them, like our criminals, on bread and water : fo

that to fave charges, we fend them on board our fhips with the very firfl: opportunity ;

before which their mafters ftrip them of all they have on their backs, fo that they

come aboard flark-naked as well women as men : in which condition they are obliged

to continue, if the mafter of the fliip is not fo charitable (which he commonly is) as to

bellow fomething on them to cover their nakednefs.

You would really wonder to fee how thefe flaves live on board ; for though their

number fometimes amounts to fix or feven hundred, yet, by the careful management

of our mafters of fliips, they are fo regulated that it feems incredible : and in this

particular our nation exceeds all other Europeans ; for as the French, Portuguefe, and

Englifli flave-ftiips are always foul and ftinking, on the contrary ours are for the moft

part clean and neat.

The flaves are fed three times a day with indifferently good vidtuals, and much better

than they eat in their own country. Their lodging-place is divided into two parts ; one

of which is appointed for the men, the other for the women ; each fex being kept

a-part : here they lie as clofe together as is poflible for them to be crowded.

We are fometimes fufficiently plagued with a parcel of flaves, which come from a far

in-land country, who very innocently perfuade one another, that we buy them only to

fatten and afterwards eat them as a delicacy.

When we are fo unhappy as to be peftered .with many of this fort, they refolve and

agree together (and bring over the reft to their party) to run away from the fliip, kill

the Europeans, and fet the veflel a-fliore ; by which means they defign to free them-

felves from being our food- I have twice met with this misfortune ; and the firft time

proved very unlucky to me, 1 not in the leaft fufpeding it ; but the uproar was timely

quaflied by the mafter of the fliip and myfelf, by caufing the abettor to be fliot through

the head, after which all was quiet. But the fecond time it fell heavier on another

fliip, and that chiefly by the careleflhefs of the mafter, who, having fifhed up the

anchor of a departed Englilh fhip, had laid it in the hold where the male flaves were

lodged ;
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lodged ; who, unknown to any of the fhip's crew, pofiefled themfelves of a hammer
;

with which, in a fhort time, they broke all their fetters in pieces upon the anchor

:

after this they came above-deck and fell upon our men ; fome of whom they grievoufiy

wounded, and would certainly have maftercd the fliip, if a French and Englifli fhip

had not very fortunately happened to lie by us ; who, perceiving by our firing a dif-

trefs-gun, that fomcthing v.as in diforder on board, immediately came to our afiift-

ance with chalops and men, and drove the flaves under deck : notwithftanding which,
before all was appeafed, about twenty of them were killed. The Portuguefe have
been more unlucky in this particular than we ; for in four years time they loft four

fhips in t^his manner.

Thus believing I have fuHiciently digrefled concerning the flave-trade, I muft return

to my fubjeft, which was the King of Fida. Who, I am obliged to tell you, is feared

and reverenced by his fubjecls as a demi-god. None of his fubjetfts, of what degree

foever, as you have been already told, appears in his prefence otherwife than kneeling-

or proftrate on his belly : when they go to falute him in the morning, they proftrate

themfelves before the door of his houfe, kifs the earth three times fucceinvely, and,

clapping their hand?, whifper fome words tending to the adoration of the King.

This done, they crawl in on all four, where they repeat the fame reverence. His
prefence is fo awful to them, that with a fingle word he makes them to tremble ; but

as foon as his back is turned, they immediately forget their fear, not much regarding his

commands, and always knowing how to appeafe and delude him with a lie or two.

The King is very magnificently cloathcd in filk, or gold and filver i luffs ; but he
is more efpecially drefied better than ordinary when he goes to vifit any of the Euro-
peans ; which he can eafily do unfeen of any, all their dwellings being built round his

court, if it mav be fo called.

Our lodging here, which the King caufed to be built for me, is very large, con-

taining three warehoufes and feven chambers, befides a beautiful court within adorned

on each fide with a covered gallery. But the lodgings of the reil of the Europeans are

very mean and inconvenient.

l"he King's children, befides the fmall ones yet kept within doors, arc four, viz.

three fons and one daughter ; all which are very handfomc, efpecially the eldell, who
is the moft beautiful Negro I ever yet faw in my life, but it is pity fo agreeable a body
lliould be inhabited by fuch a villanous foul. Purfuant to his birth-right he is heir-

apparent to the crown, but he is of fuch a fraudulent and perverfe nature, that it is to

be hoped he will not fucceed ; but if he doth, the land will fuffer very much. He
hath his emilTliries in all quarters, to Ileal from the I'luropeans as well as Blacks ; and
what is yet more, he dotli not e.xcufe even the King his father. He is exactly of the

fame nature with the owls, which take their flight only by night; for he never goes

out of his houfe till the evening, when I have feveral times had the honour to be vifited

by him. One reafon why he doth not go abroad in the day-time, is owing to his

haughty temper, which will not allow him to fhew himl'elf to the conimonalty ; and
the other is feveral times to avoid the neceility of appearing in his father's prefence.

The King's fecond fon is very like his father, to whom he is not inferior in all

manner of civility, wherefore the great men make their court to him ; and for this

reafon I doubt not, but after the King's deceafe, this realm will be engaged in a civil

war, for the greateft number will endeavour to place the youngefl fon on the throne

;

which the eldeff, affilted with foreign and domefiic force, will as vigoroufly oppofe. And
if, at that time, the Europeans happen to be able, they will act very prudently in

cfpoufing the party of the youngefl brother, as they did in the cafe of the prefent

3 R 3 King,..
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King, who, though the younger brother, yet by reafon of his natural goodnefs, was
fixed by force on the throne by the Dutch, French, and Portuguefe, his elder brother

being, by their means, driven out and banifhed the country, which is the principal

reafon that he at prefent is fo fenfibly inclined to favour the Europeans.

I cannot here omit the pernicious cuftom of this nation on occafion of the King's

death, which is no fooner publicly known than every perfon falls a ftealing, to as great

a value of his neighbour's goods as he can polfibly come at, and that openly in the

face of the whole world, without being liable to any punilhment, as though the death

of the King put an end to all manner of reafon and juftice. This robbery is contiiiued

till a new King is confirmed in the throne, who, by public proclamation, forbids it, and

he is immediately therein ftritfUy obeyed. And if the chief commanders cannot agree

in the eftablifhment of a new King, they, notwithftanding, to prevent the continuance

of this diforder, tell the people that they have chofen a new King, and in his name
publifh the before-mentioned proclamation.

The choofing or confirming of a new King feldom continues long in difpute ; for

the eldeft fon no fooner hears of the King's death, than he immediately makes his

intereft amongft his friends, to take pofleflion of the late King's court and wives ; and

fucceeding happily in thefe particulars, he need not doubt the remainder, for the com-

monalty will not eafily confent that after that he (hall be driven from the throne ; this

feems fomewhat like Abfalom's defign on his father David. To accomplifh this defign,

the younger brother's party are always careful enough that he is near at hand, in order

to take pofleflion of the court.

You cannot but remember that I have informed you of the muldplicity of the King's

wives, who are fometimes made ufe of by him as executioners of the fentences he

pronounces againft offenders ; which is only done by fending three or four hundred of

them to the habitation of the malefaftor, to ftrip his houfe, and lay it level with the

ground ; for all perfons being forbidden, on pain of death, to touch the King's wives>

they are enabled to execute his commands without the lead interruption.

Jufl before my arrival at Fida, there happened fomewhat fo pleafant, that I cannot

help imparting it to you : a Negro of my acquaintance, and who in procefs of time

did me very confiderable fervices, being before-hand advertifed that he was accufed of

a certain crime to the King, and that orders were iffued out accordingly to plunder

and demolifh his houfe ; his time being too fhort to clear himfelf to the King, and

being innocent, he refolved, inftead of flying from his houfe, according to cuftom, to

remain at home and expedt the King's wives, who foon after came, and, contrary to

their expedlation, found him at home ; upon which they commanded him immediately

to retire, and not interrupt the execution of their orders ; but inftead of obeying them,

he had placed a heap of two thoufand weight of gun-powder juft by him, with which

he, with terrible imprecations, threatened to fire and blow up himfelf, with them, in

the air, if they came nearer him. They were fo far from liking this, that, difmally

affrighted at his threats, they made the beft of their way back to the King, to acquaint

him with their ill-fuccefs ; but they were not fo expeditious but that the Negro was

too quick for them, and fo handfomely acquitted himfelf to the King, and brought

fuch clear proofs of his innocence, that his fovercign declared him innocent ; and

thus, by a dextrous management and prefence of mind, he freed himfelf from immi-

nent danger.

But enough on this fubjeft, which I might eafily have paffed over in filence : it is

now time to come to my promifed fubjeft, the religion of the Fidafians.

lot I have
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I have already Informed you, that the greateft crimes committed at Fida are generally

compenfated by money ; and what followeth, will convince you that their religion

feems only founded on the fame principle, intereft.

Their religion is fuperftitious, to a greater degree than any I ever yet heard of in

the world ; for allowing the ancient heathens to value themfelves on thirty thoufand

deities, I dare yet aver, that thofe of Fida may juftly lay claim to four times that

number,

I once alkcd a Negro, with whom I could talk very freely, and whom I had alfo a

good opinion of (being the fame who had the adventure with the King's wives already

related), I alked him, I fay, how they celebrated their divine worfhip, and what num-
ber of gods they had ; he, laughing, anfwered, that I had puzzled him ; and aflured

me that nobody in the whole country could give me an exaft account of it ; " For, as

for my own part," continued he, " I have a very large number of gods, and doubt
not but others have as many." And 1 telling him that only thre^ gods were owned
to me by the inhabitants, and defiring him withal to give me fome account of the reft,

he obliged me with the following anfwer, that the number of their gods was endlefs

and innumerable : " For," faid he, " any of us being refolved to undertake any thing

of importance, we firft of all fearch out a god to profper our defigned undertaking

;

and going out of doors with this defign, take the firft creature that prefents itfelf to

our eyes, whether dog, cat, or the moft contemptible animal in the world, for our
god : or perhaps, inftead of that, any inanimate that falls in our way, whether a fto;ie,

a piece of wood, or any thing elfe of the fame nature. This new-chofen god is im-
mediately prefented with an offering, which is accompanied with a folemn vow, that

if he pleafeth to profper our undertakings, for the future we will always worfhip and
efteem him as a god. If our defign prove fuccefsful, we have difcovered a new and
affifling god, which is daily prefented with frefh offerings ; but if the contrary happen,
the new god is rejefted as an ufelefs tool, and confequently returns to his primitive

eftate." He went on in thefe following words, " We make and break our gods daily,

and confequently are the mafters and inventers of what we facrifice to."

This divine fervice is not new in the world, nor were the firft men ftrangers to it.

But how thefe notions reached Fida, is what I dare not prefume to determine. So far

the Negro.

I was very well pleafed to hear this Negro talk in this manner concerning his country
gods ; but having converfed with him for fome time, I obferved that he ridiculed his

own country gods, for having in his youth lived amongft the French, whofe language

he pcrfeftly underftood and fpoke, he had amongft them imbibed the principles of the

Chriftian religion, and fomewhat towards a juft notion of the true God, and how he is

to be worfhipped ; to whom, and not to his country gods, he afcribed the creation of
all things ; wherefore he no farther concerned himfelf with the gods of his country,

than as engaged to it for quietnefs-fake, or to make his friends eafy, to whom he diirll

not reveal his opinion, fearing (what would certainly have happened) the falling into

fome dangerous circumftanccs ; for, as Itrong as his faith was, it was not arrived to

that pitch as to oblige him to fuffer lofs of goods on that account ; fo that we may
juftly cry out, " O ! how weak was his faith !"

It is certain that his countrymen have a faint idea of the true god, and afcribe to

him the attributes of Almighty and Oniniprefent ; they believe he created the univerfe,

and therefore vaftly prefer lym before their idol-gods ; but yet they do not pray to him,
or offer any fucrifices to him ; for which they give the following reafons : God, fay

they, is too high exalted above us, and too great to condefcend fo much as to trouble

himfelf,
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himfelf, or think of mankind ; wherefore he commits the government of the world

to their idols : to whom, as the fecond, third, and fourth perfons, diftant in degree

from God, and our appointed lawful governors, we are obliged to apply ourfelves

;

and in firm belief of this opinion they quietly continue.

Their principal gods, which are owned for fuch throughout the whole country, are

of three forts : firii:, a certain fort of fnakes, who poiTefs the chief rank amonglt their

gods. How would our countryman, Becker, author of The World Bewitched, divert

himfelf with the contrary opinions of the fons of Adam 1 For as we take the ferpent

for the fatal deftroyer of the human-race, fo thefe of Fida, on the contrary, efteem him

their fupreme blifs and general good. But this by way of parenthefis only.

Their fecond-rate gods are fome lofty high trees, in the formation of which dame
Nature feems to have expreffed her greatefl art.

The third and meaneft god, or younger brother to the other, is the fea. Thefe three-

mentioned are the public deities, which are worfhipped and prayed to throughout the

whole country ; and each of thefe, according to their ridiculous perfuafion, hath its

particular province, like the officers of a King or Prince ; with this difference only,

that the fea and trees are not permitted to intermeddle with what is entrufted to

the fnake ; which, on the contrary, hath an influencing power over both the other,

in order to correfl: them when they prove idle or lazy.

They invoke the fnake in exceffively wet, dry, or barren feafons ; on all occafions

relating to their government and the prefervation of their cattle ; or rather, in one

word, in all neceffities and difficulties, in which they do not apply to their new batch

of gods ; and for this reafon very great ofl'erings are made to it, efpecially from the

King, who, on feveral occafions, by inftigation of the priefb, and the great men, his

creatures and the priefts' tools, fend very rich offerings to the fnake-houfe. But I am
of opinion, that thefe roguifh priefts fweep all the mentioned offerings to themfelves,

and doubtlefs make themfelves very merry with them.

Thefe ofterings are commonly compofed of money, fome pieces of filk or fluff, all

forts of European and African commodities, all forts of cattle, and good eatables and

drinks ; all which are fo frequently exadfed from the King, that he fometimes grows

tired and refufeth them. This I had once an opportunity of obferving ; for finding

him very much enraged, I made no fcruple to afk him, " What had fo much difpleafed

him ?" He very freely told him, " That that year he had fent much larger offerings

to the fnake-houfe than ufual, in order to obtain a good crop ; and that one of his

viceroys (whom he fhewed me) had defired him afrefh, in the name of the priefls,

who threatened a barren year, to fend yet more." To which he anfwered, " That he

did not intend to make any farther offerings this year ; and if the fnake would not

beftow a plentiful harvefl on them, he might let it alone ; for (faid he) I cannot be

more damaged thereby, the greatefl part of my corn being already rotten in the field."

I, fmiling, obferved, that the King would have added another prefent, if he could have

hoped for any advantage by it ; but to make offerings barely for another's intereft, he

was not very fond of; wherefore the petitioner was obliged to depart, without ob-

taining his end, which went down but indifferently with him and the priefls, who had

promifed themfelves another fort of fuccefs.

The fnake-houfe, which 1 have fo frequently mentioned, is fituated about two miles

from the King's village, and built under a very beautiful lofty tree ;
" In which (fay

they) the chief and largefl of all the fnakes refides." He is a fort of grandfather to

all the reft ; is reprcfented as thick as a man, and of an unmeafurable length. He
muft alfo be very old, for they report that they found him a great number of years

15 P»^i



bosman's guinea. 49^

pafl ; when, by reafon of the wickednefs of the men, he left another country to come
to them, at which, being over-joyed, they welcomed their new-come god with all ex-

prcflible figns of reverence and high veneration, and carried him upon a filken carpet

to the fnake-houfe, where he is at prefent.

This roguifli fnake probably had the fame freaks in his tail, which the old heathen
gods were atlefted with when they ran away from one country to another ; wherefore
they were fometimes obliged to bind their god-heads fafl ; of which thofc poor wretches
who lofl the fnake were not aware, otheruife they might have flopped his journey.

But wherefore do I fpend ray time in making refledlions, fince I have more important

fubjefts to handle.

The Kings of Fida were formerly accuftomed to annual pilgrimages to the fnake-

houfe, which was celebrated with great magnificence, and concluded with yet greater

prefents : for the King not only made very rich offerings, but alfo beftowed very large

prefents on the great men that accompanied him ; fo that tliis pilgrimage commonly
cofl him feveral thoufands. But the prefent King hath broken oft" this cuflom, which is

accordingly grovm in difufe for feveral years paft. In his laft tour which he made to

the fnake-houfe, he was (as I am informed) accompanied by Monfieur Ducas, a

French captain, who was ridiculous enough, to the fcandal of all Europeans, to drefs

himfelf in tigers' fkins and other fort of trifles, and lead the King in this equipage to

the fnake-houfe. If this aftion is true of him, it is worfe than that of Naaman the

Syrian, who, hardly converted, afked leave to fupport his mafter in the houfe of Rim-
mon. But this is a digrcfllon very wide from our purpofe.

The King then, as I have told you, doth not make this pilgrimage in pcrfon, but
orders it to be done by fome of his wives, which does not prove near fo expenfive ; and
this I believe is the only reafon why he leaves it off.

But as the fnake fervice proves very expenfive to the King, fo the revenue which
he draws from thence is not inconfiderable. Annually from the time when the Maize
or fmall Milhio is fowed, till it grows up to man's height, the King and prieft's plough
turns to a very great account to them ; for the people here, which do not fee much
farther than their nofes, imagine that during this.whole f^afon the fnake or fnakes

make it their bufinefs every evening and night to feize all the beautiful young women
which pleafe them, and to make them diflra^ed ; wherefore their parents or relations

are neceflitated to caufe thefe girls to be brought to a particular houfe, built for that

purpofe, where they are obliged to flay feveral months, as it is given out, to cure them
of their madnefs ; during which time the relations are obliged to furnifh them with all

manner of neceffaries, and that fo plentifully, that the priefts can alfo handfomely fub-

Cft on it.

The appointed time of their confinement being over, and being cured of the dif-

lemper with which they were never afllided, they obtain leave to come out ; before

which they mufl pay the charge of their cure and keeping, which is adjufted in pro-

portion to the circumflances of their relations ; and, one girl with another, amount to

about five pounds ; and the number of young girls thus imprifoned rifes to feveral thou-

fands, each confiderable village having a particular houfe appointed for that purpofe,

and fome which are large being provided with two or three. All the money which
this trade raifeth, is commonly thought and believed to be for the priefts, in order to

be made ufe of in their divine fervice. And though I doubt not but the prielts have
their fliare, 1 am yet certain, that the King is fo fiir from fuffering by it, that he draws
4:oiifiderable funis from this cuftom.

The
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The firft time that I came to Fida to trade, I was affured that as foon as a girl

V12S touched by the fnake, fhe unavoidably run mad ; though it was but a fort of holy

or religious madnefs, fuch as hath formerly been related of the Bacchantes, or thofe

from whofe mouths the divine oracles proceeded. Yet I do not like thefe pious funs,

for the perfons pretending to be affefted with it, break and fpoil every thing which comes

in their way ; and inftead of religious are guilty of all manner of diabolical adions,

which they never leavesoff till they are brought to the before-mentioned place.

At firft, the people here ftrenuoufly endeavoured to perfuade me that a fnake was

able to fetch a girl out of the houfe and carry her off, though the faid houfe was fhut

up ; which I eafily agreedto, provided the girl was but ftored with proper inftruments

to open the locks.

I would not reft till I had examined how this cheat is managed, notwithftanding

which I fhould never have difcovered it, if the before-mentioned Negro had not affifted

me, and obliged me with the following account of it, viz. That the priefts diligently

obferve thofe young maids or women alfo which have never been affeded by the fnake.

Thefe they firft attempt by promifes, or if they are not fuccefsful, oblige by threats to

perform what they defire of them ; which is, that being in the ftreet, and feeing the

coaft clear of people on all fides, they fet on crying and raving with all their ftrength,

as though the fnake had faft hold of them, and commanded them to go to the fnake-

houfe. Before any perfon can come to their help, the fnake is vaniftied and the girl

is mad ; which neceflitates her relations to follow the fnake's orders.

When thefe females come out of their mad prifon, the prieft lays his moft rigid com-

mands on them, not to difcover how they were feized by the fnake, but to ftick faft to

the ftory that the fnake did it ; and in order to clench thefe fevere prohibitions, and

render them the more effedtual, thofe who reveal thofe fecrets of the facerdotal empire,

are threatened to be immediately burned alive. And indeed the priefts are cruel and

potent enough to make good their threats, if they could find any women guilty.

This Negro related a pleafant adventure concerning this confinement, which happen-

ed betwixt him and one of his wives ; who, by the inftigation of the priefts, one evening

feigned herfelf diftraded, breaking (according to cuftom) every thing in pieces on

which flie could lay her hands : but he very well knowing whence this diftemper pro-

ceeded, gently took her by the hand, as though he defigned to carry her to the fnake-

houfe, but carried her indeed to the place of refidence of the Brandenburghers, who

were then at Fida in order to buy flaves, where he offered her to fale. But when fhe

faw that he was in earneft, immediately freed from her madnefs, ftie fell upon her

kne^s and alked his pardon, folemnly promifing at the fame time never to be guilty of

the like crime for the future ; upon which he let her go free : and by this means flie

was delivered from her madnefs, and he freed from the exceffive charge of her cure.

This was a very bold attempt, for if the priefts had been informed of it, he had been

a dead man.

During my refidence at Fida, the King caufed his daughter to be feized by the fnake.

CThe confequence will juftify my charging him with it.) He caufed her to be carried

to the fnake-houfe, and confined for fome time, though not fo long as is cuftomary

;

but on her account all the other girls went out before their ufual time.

On the day of her delivery, (he was brought out in a very fplendid maimer, and

carried, with all the other girls which followed her, to the King's court ; before which

they were placed. She was naked except only a filk fcarf, which was paffed betwixt

her legs, and richly adorned vdth Conte di Terra and Agrie, two forts of coral which

I have already frequently mentioned.^
Whilft
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Whilfl file was here, flie was guilty of all manner of extravagances, during the play-

ing on feveral mufical inflruments ; which fort of madnefs the Negroes told me yet

remained on her, more efpccially by reafon of her being enlarged before the expiration

of her due time.

Wiiilfl {he fat here, the mofl; confiderable people of the whole country crouded
hither, each bringing his prrf-^nts, which they made to her ; and together amounted to

a confiderable fum. Thefe gifts lafteu tinee or four days fucceflively, becaufe it was
impoflible for mofl of the people to come near her the firft day ; fo that this young lady
was treated in a quite different manner from her companions, who were all obliged to

difburfe money for their delivery, whilfl flie on the other fide was a very confiderable

gainer thereby.

And if there are any Negroes who are very fenfible that all this is nothing but a pure
cheat, yet to curry favour with the King and priefls, and for their own fecurity, they
pretend ignorance, and fuller it to pafs upon them for real truth ; which is indeed
advifeable, for thofe who fhould oppofe it, would very much endanger thir lives.

I was eye-witnefs to a dreadful inflance of this. The lafl time I was at Fida, a Negro
bom on the Gold Coafl, who was called Captain Tom, lived at Fida ; and by reafon

of his good deportment and obliging nature, was promoted to the dignity of captain and
interpreter to the Englifh. He being a ftranger to the religion of this country, had a
wife of this nation, which fell mad and pretended to be feized by the ferpent ; but he,
inflead of fending her to the fnake-houfe, clapped her in irons ; which fo enraged this

fhe-devil (different from the other in our former flory), that fhe privately accufed her
hufband to the priefls ; who, not willing to make any public attempts on him, becaufe
he was a Gold Coafl Negro, who differed from them in religion, yet fecretly poifoned
him in fuch a manner, that he did not quickly die, but immediately became fpeechlefs,

and lofl the ufe of all his limbs, which was worfe than dying. At my departure I left

him in this miferable condition, fo that I know not whether he was ever cured or not.

From which you may obferve, that throughout the world, it is very dangerous to dif-

oblige the ecclefiaffics.

This may fuffice concerning the frauds of the priefls on account of the fnake-worfliip.

The reverence and refpett which the Negroes preferve for the fnake is fo great, that

if a Black fhould barely touch one of them with a flick, or any otherwife hurt him, he
is a dead man, and certainly condemned to the flames.

A long time pad, when the Englifh firll began to trade here, there happened a very
remarkable and tragical event. An Englifli captain being landed, fonie of his men
and part of his cargo, they found a fnake in their houfe, which they immediately killed

without the leafl fcruple, and not doubting but they had done a good work, threw out
the dead fnake at their door ; where being found by the Negroes in the morning, the
Englifh, preventing the queflion who had done the faft, afcribcd the honour to them-
felves ; which fo incenfed the natives, that they furioufly fell on the Englifli, killed

ihem all, and burned their houfe and goods.

This ftruck fuch a terror into that nation, that for a long time they refrained coming
hither, and traded at other places ; but at lafl coming again, the Negroes were
accullomed to fhow all Europeans that came thither fome fnakes, defiring that they
would not hurt them, by reafon they were their gods ; and this hath prevented all fuch
accidents ever fince : fo that at prefent few Europeans come hither who arc not adver-
tifed of this fnake-worfhip. If an European fhould happen at this time to kill a fnake,

I fhould very much doubt whether he would efcape better than the Englifh, except he
could poflibly fly to the King immediately, and fatisfy him that it happened by accident,

VOL. XVI. 3 s not
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not defign ; upon which, perhaps, he might atone his god-killing crime by a fine to

the priefts, though I ihould not be very willing to run fuch a hazard ; for on fuch

occafions, the rabble, inftigated by the priefts, grow very outrageous ; fo that it is

fafell carefully to avoid all things of this nature.

In my time, an Aquamboean Negro took a fnake upon his ftick, becaufe he durft

not venture to touch him with his hands, and carried it out of the houfe without hurt-

ing it in the leaft ; which two or three Negroes feeing, fet up the fame cry that is ufual

on account of fire, by which they can, in a fmall time, raife the whole country, who
flock to the place armed with clubs, fwords, Afl'agayes and other arms, who would

have foon difpatched this poor Negro, if the King, acquainted with his innocence, had

not timely refcued him from, the impending danger, by funding fome of his great men
to flielter him : fo this temped blew over without any damage.

By thefe inftances we are deterred from meddling with the accurfed gods or devilifh

ferpents, notwithftanding that we are frequently molefted by them : fince in hot fun-

fhine weather (as if they were lovers of darknefs), they vifit us by five or fix together,

creeping upon our chairs, benches, tables, and even our beds, and bearing us com-

pany in fleep ; and if they get a good place under our beds, and our fervants out of

iazinefs do not turn up our bedding, they fometimes continue there feven or eight days,

where they have alfo call their young.

But when we are aware of thefe vermin, and do not defire to be troubled with them

any longer, we need only call any of the natives, who gently carries his god out of

doors ; but if they happen to be gotten to the joiif , or any high place of the houfes

(which are here but one ftory), without a Itrong influence over the Negroes, they are

not to be removed from thence ; wherefore we are frequently obliged to let them flay

there till they come out themfelves.

A fnake once came over my table, on which I daily ufed to ear, where he continued

fourteen days, and though whenever I rofe I could eafily touch him, yet I could not

find any perfon that would venture to take him away. But I was very well paid for

his (laying afterwards ; for fome of the great men of Fida dining at my table one day,

we happened to talk concerning the fnakes, and my eye glancing towards that which

was over our heads, I told them, that fince that fnake had not eat any thing in four-

teen days, he muft at lafl certainly die with hunger, if he did not fpeedily remove his

quarters. But one of my guefls anfwered me (and the reft confirmed what he faid),

that though I was not aware of it, undoubtedly the fnake knew how to come at his

part out of the difhes : I fo well remembered this, that next day, coming to the King,

I told him in prefence of the fame perfons, that one of his gods had made bold, though

uninvited, to eat at my table for fourteen days ; wherefore it was but reafonable that I

fhould be paid for his board, otherwife 1 fliould be obliged to difcharge this bold in-

truder my houfe. The King, who was always diverted with fuch fort of difcourfe,

told me, that I fhould let the fnake alone in his place, for he would take care to pro-

vide for me as well as the fnake ; and indeed,' not long after I got home, a very fine

fat ox was brought me from the King, in order to fatisfy for what the fnake had eaten.

At the fame rate, I would willingly have boarded all the gods of the land ; and I believe

fhould not have loft much by the bargain.

But what is beft of all, is, that thefe idolatrous fnakes do not do the leaft mifchief in

the world to mankind ; for if by chance in the dark one treads upon them, and they

bite or fling him, it is not more prejudicial than the fting of the millepedes. Where-
fore the Negroes would fain pcrfuade us, that it is good to be bitten or ftung by thefe

fnakes, upon the plea, that one is thereby fecured and proteded from the fling of

1
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any poifonous fnake : but here I am fomewhat dubious, and fliould be loath to venture

on the credit of their afl'ertions, becaufe I have obferved, that the gods themfelves are

not proof againit thefe venomous ferpents, much lefs can they protecl us from their

bite. We fometimes obferve pleafant battles betwixt the idol and venomous fnakes

which are not wanting here ; and perhaps thefe combats arife from the venomous fnakes,

finding that the others are fo reverenced and idolized, which they think the more
unreafonable, becaufe they are armed with poifon, on occafion, which the others are

utterly void of.

You mud fuppofe thefe ratiocinations and arguments to take place in ancient times,

when beads talked, of which thefe venomous ferpents retain only an irreconcileable

enmity againfl the other, and accordingly attack them whenever they meet them

;

but herein they fall fliort of their defign, and tliat with a great deal of reafon ; for it

would indeed feem very odd, that a god fhould be obliged to flrike to fuch ill-favoured

creatures as they are. But I can afiure you that is not the reafon ; for the venomous
ferpents being larger, and armed with flronger weapons than the other, would, without

any refpect to their godhead, foon be too hard for them, if they were not always afRidled

by a legion or two of their worfhippers, who punifli the infolence of the other, that

prefumes to attack their deity, with certain death.

The fpecies of thef« idol ferpents here, are ftreaked with white, yellow, and brown
;

and the biggefl: which I have feen here, is about a fathom long, and the thicknefs of
a man's arm.

Thefe gods are very great lovers of rats' flefh, and I have with pleafure frequently ob-

ferved their rat-chace ; but when they have caught their prey, they have at lead an hour's

work before they can get him into their bellies ; for if you were to fee them, they are fo

narrow-throated, that you would think it impoffible for them to get a rat down ; but I

have obferved, that whild they are engaged on their prey, their throat extends itfelf.

If one of thefe fnakes happen to be under the tiling of a houfe, and a rat pafl'eth by
him, he cannot podibly catch him, not being able to difengage himfelf quick enough.

This the rats feem to know ; for I have above one hundred times on an evening feen

them run by a fnake thus engaged, and even mock him, whild he impatiently hiffed,

and employed all his force to loofen himfelf, in order to come at them, but too late,

for by that time they were all gone.

If we are ever tired w ith the Natives of this country, and would fain be rid of them,
Xve need only fpeak ill of the fnake, after which they immediately dop their ears and
run out of doors. But though this may be taken from an European that they like

;

yet, if a Negro of another nation fhould prefume to do it, he would run no fmall

rifque.

In cafe a fire breaks out and one of thefe fnakes comes to be burnt, each perfon that

hears it is fure to dop his ears, and give money ; thereby giving to underdarid, that it

is one of the mod tlifmal and fliocking things that he can hear ; and this money is to

reconcile him to the burnt god, of whom he hath been fo carelefs. And they farther

believe, that though the fnake is burnt, he will yet quickly return, to revenge himfelf

on thofe who have been the occafion of his death.

In the year 1697, my brother-faftor Mr. Nicholas Poll (who then managed the

flave-trade for our Company at Fida) had the divcrfion of a very pleafant fcene. A
hog being bitten by a fnake, in revenge, or out of love to god's flefli, feized and de-

voured him in fight of the Negroes, who were not near enough to prevent him.

Upon this the prielts all complained to the King ; but the hog could not defend him-

felf, and had no advocate ; imd the prielts, unreafonable enough in their requed,

332 begged
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begged of the King to publifli a royal order, that all the hogs in his kingdom fhould

be forthwith killed, and the fwiny race extirpated, without fo much as deliberating

whether it was reafonable to deftroy the innocent with the guilty. The King's com-

mand was publifhed all over the country. And in purfuance thereto, it was not a

little diverting, to fee thoufands of Blacks armed with fwords and clubs to execute the

order ; while on the other fide no fmall number of thofe who were owners of the hogs

were in like manner armed in their defence, urging their innocence, but all in vain.

The flaughter went on, and nothing was heard but the difmal found of Kill, kill,

which cofl; many an honeft hog his life, that had lived with an unfpotted chara£ter to

his dying day. And doubtlefs the whole race had been utterly extirpated, if the King

(who is not naturally bloody-minded), perhaps moved to it by feme lovers of bacon,

had not recalled his order by a counter one, importing, that they Ihould leave oil"

killing the hogs, with the addition, that there was already enough of innocent blood

Ihed, and that their god ought to be appeafed witli fo rich a facrifice. You may judge,

whether this was not very welcome news to the remainder of the hogs, when they

faw themfeves freed from fuch a cruel perfecution. Wherefore they took particular

care for the future, not to incur the fame penalty.

Next time that I came to Fida, I found by the dearnefs of thefe bealts, that there

had been a very great flaughter of them. Thefe forts of tyrannies are frequent under

defpotical governments, where the priefls are joint mafters. But not too fafh, left I

(hould flip from hearts to men.

Hitherto I have been talking of the Fidafian chiefeft god, or rather gods, by reafon

of their number : but the other being of lefs confequence will take up much lefs time.

The trees, which are the fecond-rate gods of this country, as I have already informed

you, are only prayed to, and prefented with oflerings, in time of ficknefs, more efpe-

cially fevers, in order to reftore the patients to health. And this they believe to be as

properly the tree's bufmefs as the fnake's : but, however, the fnake mull not be for-

gotten ; for they imagine, and that truly enough, that if he does no good, he will at

leaft do no harm. And hence I believe this nation would be eafily prevailed upon

with the Athenians to worfliip the unknown God, if they could hope for any benefit

by it. Befides this, they have other imaginary remedies at hand to cure difeafes

;

fuch are their facrificing to leveral junior or inferior deities ; as alfo the killing and

eating part of a man, which was practiced two or three years paft, on account of the

King's ficknefs ; befides which, they pradice feveral other extravagances, too tedious

to be repeated. The fea comes in for the leaft fhare of divinity. When it rages and

hinders our bringing our goods on fliore, when no fliips have been there for a long

time, and they impatiently wait for them ; on thefe occafions, they make great ofler-

ings to it, by throwing into it all forts of goods. But the priefts do not much encou-

rage this fort of facrificing, by reafon there happens no remainder to be left for them.

The former King of Great Ardra once caufed a great quantity of thefe otlerings to be

made to the fea ; and when he was informed by his fubjeAs (for he mull not fee the

fea himfelf), that they all availed nothing, he grew very angry, and fell into as

wild a fury as Xerxes, who caufed the fea to be whipped, becaufe he had been fo un-

fortunate upon it.

Having no more to fay concerning thefe two deities, before I put an end to this letter,

I Ihall obftrve to you, who are the performers of their divine fervice here.

Their religious oflices are here celebrated by men and women together, both which

are held in fuch high veneration amongft the Negroes, that they are not liable to capital

puniihment for any crime whatfoever ; notwithftanding which, the prefent King, with

the
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the confent of his grandees, ventured to break in upon this cuflom, but not without

great caufe, and a preiling neceflity ; for one of thefe villains was engaged with the

King's brother in a confpiracy againfl the kingdom and the King's life, for which that

prince ordered both his brother and the prieft to be killed together.

The women which are promoted to the degree of prieftelfes, though fome of them
perhaps were but Haves before, are yet as much relpetlcd as the prieits, or rather

more, infoniuch that they pride themfelves with the diftinguifhing name of G >d's

children ; and as all other women are obliged to a flavifh fervice to their hufbands,

thefe on the contrary exert an abfolute fway over them and their efftfts, living with

them perfectly according to their arbitrary will and pleafure ; befides which, their

hufbands are obliged to (hew them fo much refpeft, as they received from their wives
before their becoming priefleffes, which is to fpeak to, and ferve them upon their

knees. For this reafon the mod fenfible Negroes will neither marry a priefteis, nor
eafily confent that any of their wives be raifed to that honour. But if notwithftamling

it happens, they mufl not oppofe it ; for if they did, they would be called to a fevere

account for it, and looked upon as men who endeavoured to Hop the common courfe

ot divine woifhip.

To conclude the fubjeft of their religion, I mufl add, that they have a fort of idea

of hell, the devil, and the apparition of fpirits. And their notions concerning thefe

are not very different from thofe of fome fimple people amongfl us. As for hell, they
beflow on it a fixed place under the earth, where the wicked and damned are punifhed
with fire.

For thefe three or four years lafl: pafl, they have been very much confirmed in this

belief. For an old forcerefs, that came from fome odd coj-ner, hath told them flrangc

things concerning hell ; as, that flie faw feveral of her acquaintance there, and parti-

cularly the laft captain of the Blacks, predeceffor to the prefent Captain Carter, who
was there miferably tormented. In Ihort, jhe faw fo much of hell, that fhe was a fit

match to difpute with Don Ouevedo, who had the befl intelligence there. But fhe

muft be owned to have the advantage of him, becaufe fhe pretended to have been there

in perfon, whereas his jouru', y was but a vifion.

Whilfl 1 was here, there was alfb an Augufline monk, which came from St.Thome,
in order, if pofilble, to convert the Blacks to Chriftianity, but in vain. Polygamy is

an obftacle which they cannot get over. As for all the other points, they might have
got footing here, but the confinement to one wife is an infuperable diiliculty. This
prieft invited the King to be prefent at mafs, which he alfo did. And when I faw him
next, afking him how he liked it, he faid very well, and that it was very fine ; but
that he chofe rather to keep to his Fetiche. This prieft, in my company, being once in

difcourfo with one of the King's grandees, who was a witty man, faid in a menacing
manner, " That if the Fidafians continued their old courfe of life without repentance,

they would unavoidably go to hell, in order to burn with the devil ;" to which the

fliarp Fidafian replied, " Our fathers, grandfathers, to an endlefs number, liveil as we
do, and worfliipped the fame gods as we do ; and if they muft burn, therefore,

patience, we are not better than our anceftors, and fliall comfort ourfelves with them."
After this the prieft left off, and perceiving that all his pains at Fida were like to be
fruitlefs, he defired me to introduce him to the King to take his leave of him, which I

did Ihortly after.

If tlie Negroes could read and underftand our books, I fhould believe that this cap-

tain had read the Friezeland Chronicle, where a parallel adventure betwixt a bifhop and
a Friezeliuid King is related. It is now time to conclude ; wherefore, &c.

3
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LETTER XX. — In which, Jirjl, of the Fidafian Quadrupeds, viz. Oxen, Cows, Horfes,

Sheep, Goats, and Hogs : fecondly, of their Fowls, which are only Turkeys, Ducksy

and Chickens ; the Price of all the above-tiientioned : next, concerning their three Sorts

of Corn, and the Plenty of it ; iiotwithjianding which, Fida fometimes fuffers great

Famines ; the remaining Fruits of the Earth are Potatoes, Jammes, or Beans, &f. ;

great Plenty of the firjl : of their Fruit Trees; the Fertility of Fida, and Fitnefs for

Plantations, and to produce Cotton, Indigo, and Sugar.— The Wars and Force of the

Fidafians ; their Arms ; Great Ardra much more potent than Fida ; War of Great

Ardra with an in-land King ; the Occafton of this War, which deflroyed half the

Country of Ardna, and made a cruel Slaughter of its Inhabitants ; Jakin fubje8 to

Great Ardra.— OfOjfra, or Little Ardra, where our Companyformerly had a Lodge. —
The Author's Departure from Fida ; his Arrival at Rio de Gabon.— Of the Gulf of

Guinea, and its IJlands and Rivers, as Rio Formofa {beautful River), otherwife called

Rio de Benin, Rio Elrei, Camarones, Old and New Calbary ; the I/lands are Fernando

Po, El Principe {Prince's Ifland\ and Corifco, divided into two, large and fmall

;

Rio de Gabon, a fine, wide, and very good River ; two I/lands in it ; vifited byfeverat

Europeans, and wherefore they trade there ; few Inhabitants, which are, nntwith-

flanding, divided into three Clajfes ; their Poverty and Pride ; their great Brandy-

Drinkers, and awkward in Trade ; how the King gets his Livelihood ; they are all

well-Jhapcd and clean-limbed Men ; their Occupation ; Barrtnnefs of the Land there-

abouts ; the River very full of Fijh ; Defcription of the Nord Kapers, of which here

are great Quantities ; on Land there are Abundance of Buffaloes, Elephants, and wild

Swine ; hunting of them and an Elephant ; a Skeleton of an Elephontfound ; Defcrip-

tion of the Buffaloes ; one of our Men killed by them ; how they are Jhot by the Negroes.—
The Author's Departure from Gabon, and Arrival at Cabo Lopez di Gonfalvez,, where

is a good Road, Watering-place, and Wood for Fuel ; the Trade here ; Plenty of Fifh ;

Departure from Cape Lopez ; he falls upon, or below the IJland of St. Thome, which

is defcribed ; as alfo Ilha Annaboa, whither the Author alfo came after two Days*

failing ; failing along the Equinodial, and the Cold there ; Return to the upper Coajly

and to AJftnee ; the Dwelling-place of the Negro baptized in France, to whom the

French King was Godfather, and called him Lewis Hannibal ; he paffed for King of

Affyria, but was indeed only a wretched Slave.— Sailing to the Gold Coafl^ where the

Author's Companion, or Ship which failed with him, took an Interloper.— Arrival

at Elmina, with which the Voyage, this Letter, and the whole Defcription of Guinea

is concluded.

Sir,

SINCE my lad no veflels have arrived here from Europe, and confequently I received

no letter from you ; I fhall then at prefent in this, difpatch what I have left untouched

concerning Fida in the former ; to which I fhall add a relation of a voyage that I made

in 1 698, from Fida to Rio de Gabon, Cabo Lopez, Annaboa, and my return to

Elmina, where it ended.

Firfl: of all I am to fpeak of the cattle of the country of Fida ; of which, firft of

the tame quadrupeds, as oxen, cows, goats, fiieep, and hogs, all which, in fliape,

are not different from thofe of the Gold Coaft, but are much better, more flelhy, and

of a more agreeable tafte, by reafon they have here very fine meadows, and as good

grafs as in Europe : nor are they dear here j an ox or cow is to be bought for ten, a

good
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good fheep for two, a goat for one, and a hog for two rix-doUars. Nor are horfes

wanting here, though they do not much excel thofe which I mentioned in my defcrip-

tion of the Gold Coaft. When I was defigned to have took my journey by land to

Elaiina, I was provided with five or fix, each of which coft me fomewhat lefs than

four pounds fterling, but they did me no manner of fervice, 1 being obliged to leave

them behind me.

Here, as well as on the Gold Coaft, is no great variety of tame fowl, there being

only turkeys, ducks, and chickens ; and of the two firft not many, but of the laft

incredible plenty ; which, though hnall, are yet very fat and good, the price being

about fixpence each ; the price of our goods, reckoned for as money, they are not

above three-pence each. But if anybody would buy in provifion cheap, he mull
bring two or three cafes of long pipes with him, for he may put oiF every pipe for the

worth of two pence, or fometimes four-pence ; fo that for three pipes one may have

the bed pullet that is to be bought.

There are not very many large wild beads about Fida ; but there are, farther in-

land, elephants, buffaloes, tigers, and feveral forts of deer in great abundance ; and
there are alfo fome of the lad fort at Fida ; but the country there being fo populous,

and clofe inhabited, there are not many. Here are alfo a fort of hares. But this whole
country feems covered with wild fowl : here are geefe, ducks, fnipes, and twenty other

fort of edible birds, all which are very good and very cheap.

When, over-night, we give a Negro orders to go a fliooting, we have, againd next

day noon, without fail, one or two difhcs of wild fowl, which we can pay for with a

dozen of pipes ; and this is fo infallible, that we can at pleafure promife a good treat

of wild fowl not yet caught.

Here are fuch prodigious abundance of turtle-doves throughout the whole country,

that my aflillant, who was a good markfman, would undertake to (hoot one hundred
in one day, betwixt fix and nine in the morning, and three and fix in the afternoon,

which is barely fix hours in all.

Befides edible fowl, here are alfo a fufficient number of birds of prey, which may
ferve for ornament, though not fuch great variety as on the Gold Coad. The crown-
bird comes from hence, as alfo another bird, whofe body is about as big as a chicken,

his legs and neck fhorv, his eye and eye-lids hairy, like thofe of men, his bill fliort and
thick, his colour is black and blue intermixed, his legs and bill are very drong, and
thereiore very fit for prevmg.

If I fliould fay any more of the feathered kind, I fhould be obliged to repeat what
I have formerly f.iid, which I believe you are as little defirous of as myfelf ; fo that

now I come to the produtt of the earth ; and fird of corn, of which we are here pro-

vided with three forts : the firfl is the great Milhio, which is not fo large a grain as that

on tlie Gi id Coad, but as good, notwithdanding which the Negroes do not make
bread of it, but ule it in the brewing of beer, for which realon not much of it is

fown.

Small Milhio, or Maize, which is like that on the Gold Coad, is what chiefly Icrves

to employ this nation. It is fbwed twice each year, though much more at one time

than tiie uihcr. In the bed tilling time the land is io thickly fown, that, as i have before

hinted, fcarcely a foot-path is left unplanted, whence we may fuppofe prodigious quan-
tities are produced ; but notwithdanumg this, at the end of the year, they ratlier fall

fhort of what they want than have any overplus, which is partly occafioned by their

being fo very populous, and partly by their felling very large quantities to both the

Popoes and the neighbouring countries. For which realon one barren year occalions

an
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an incredible famine here, and fometimes free-men here have fold thenifelves for vic-

tuals ; others fet their flaves free, perfe£lly difcharging them of their flavery, becaufe

they could not keep them in vidluals. An Englifh fhip, which was here at that time,

got his whole fhip full of flaves, without parting with any other merchandize than

viftuals, with which he very luckily had abundantly provided himfelf. When he had

filled his (hip full of flaves, he went to the Portuguefe iflands, where he afrelh ftored

himfelf with provifions for his goods.

Here is alfo a third fort of Milhio, Hke the laft, which doth not grow on ftalks, but

like oats in Holland. Its grain is reddifh, and muft: cuatinue in the ground feven or

eight months before it is full ripe. This is not eaten, but mixed with the great Milhio,

to brew withal, becaufe the Negroes firmly believe that it fl:rengthens the beer.

The Negro women are very well fl%.illed in brewing good beer, one fort of which

is fo flrong, that it doth not give place to our ftrong beers in Holland ; and the price

of this is much higher than the common fort, for inftead of three-pence a pottle for

the common fort, you are obliged to pay a rix-doUar for the fame quantity of this.

All people here, the flaves not excepted, drink only beer, for water they will not

drink, becaufe it is drawn out of wells twenty or thirty fathom deep, and but fix or

eight foot wide, fo that no fun can reach it, which renders it raw and cold as ice, and

confequently very unwholefome in this hot country ; for drinking it but few days only,

brings an unavoidable fever ; and the good beer being too hot, an European cannot do

better than mix them in equal quantities, whereby he will have a pleafant and whole-

fome drink.

There is not one oven in this whole country, by reafon the Negroes never ufe them,

but always boil their bread.

Potatoes are what they commonly eat, inftead of bread, with all forts of viftuals,

and here is fuch abundant plenty of them, that I believe the whole Coaft doth not pro-

duce a Hke number.

Here are alfo Jammes, but neither in fuch plenty nor fo good as on the Gold Coaft,

nor are they much efteemed here.

Here are feveral forts of fmall beans in very great plenty, amongft which is one

fpecies, of which our people make oil-cakes, which are as light as ours in Holland,

and thofe who are ufed to them like their tafte well enough : they are here called

Acraes. Onions and ginger grow here, though in but fmall quantities, efpecially of the

former. All the other fruits of the earth which the Gold Coaft produceth, grow here

alfo ; but I ftiall pafs them by, in order to come to the trees. Amongft which are,

firft, citrons, lemons, oranges, Bakovens or Paquovens, bananas, piment, and in a

word all thofe which I have mentioned in the defcription of the Gold Coaft ; befides

which, here are abundance of tamarind-trees, and fome fruit-trees, which are not only

unknown, but their fruit is alfo fo mean that it is not worth detaining you with a de-

fcription of them.

Here are great numbers of palm-trees the' whole country over, but the wine is

drawn off and drank by very few here ; for they cultivate them only in order to draw

oil from them.

Nor are the pardon-trees wanting at Fida ; but the Negroes, preferring beer to wine,

they are not much efteemed, only their wood being very durable, they are felled for

building.

Befides the before-mentioned, here are no fruits : it is indeed pity there fliould be

no more in fuch a fertile land, peopled with induftrious inhabitants, fo that they want

only
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only feeds and young plants ; for I dare aver, that not only atl forts of African, but

feveral European fruits, might be produced here.

I tried here the fowing of cabbage, carrots, turnips, Spanifli raddifh, raddifhes,

parfley, &c. and found they grew forward, and ripened as well as in Europe : fo that

it is unhappy that this land, as well as the Gold Coaft, is not inhabited by fome Eu-
ropeans ; for here might be planted the fined falad gardens in the world. And I be-

lieve this foil is as fit for plantations of fugar-canes and indigo, efpecially of the laft, as

any other part of the globe.

Indigo is alceady very plentiful here, and befides, if it doth not exceed that of Afia

and America, it yet equals it : all the cloaths of the inhabitants are died with it, but

being ignorant of the true way of ufing it, they wafte four times as much in the dying

of a cloth as would really do it ; and the indigo fpent in dying it, would yield more
with us than their whole cloth is worth.

Having proceeded thus far in the defcription of Fida, its pleafant fituation,- cattle,

fruits, and the nature of their inhabitants, I fhall, by way of fupplement and conclu-

fion, fay fomething of their wars and ammunition.

As for the firit, they may be thought perhaps very potent, fince they can eafily

bring two hundred thoufand men into the field ; notwithftanding which, they are fo

weak and heartlefs, that they would not venture on five thoufand well-armed men,
though but Negroes of the Gold Coail, nor fcarcely fland before them ; for which feveral

reafons might be given ; as firft, they are fo ftrongly bent to trade and agriculture,

that they never think of war.

Secondly, they want able commanders ; for if they are forced into the field, they

entrull the command of their whole army to a worthlefs perfon, never {landing for any
proof of his courage.

Thirdly, and chiefly, their common fear of death renders them fo incredibly cow-

ardly, that molt of them fet to running before the enemy appears.

As I have told you, the command of the army is entrufted to an ordinary perfon,

whilfl: the captains and chief men out of fear fl:ay at home ; but if it happens that any
of them is endowed with any portion of courage, and goes into the field, affairs go
fomewhat better ; but with the other general, by whom the inferiors will not be com-
manded, they are very unfuccefsful : for thefe heroes no fooner perceive any thing

coming againfl them, but they expe£t fafety from their feet ; and being at lead: as fond

of life as the reft, it is commonly obferved that the general gets home before the fol-

diers, if he be but moderately nimble, without troubling himfelf, in general flights,

what becomes of his army.

But he is yet afl'ured of one thing, which is, that his men will not ftay long behind ;

but for their own fecurity, certainly follow his example. Hence you may judge what
heroes they are in attacking other countries ; but to fay truth, they fliow fomewhat more
courage in the defence of their own country, as long as is poflible ; confirming the old

proverb, that every dog will bark in his own kermel.

'Ihis cowardice is not particular to the Fidafians, but the natives of Ardra arc full

as bad ; wherefore they never fight againfl each other with their own forces, but hire

the Gold Goaft Negroes for that purpofe, of which the natives of Aquamboe are gene-

rally firfl at hand ; but if Goto and Popo were united, by reafon of their nearer neigh-

bourhood, they would be more proper.

The arms of the Fidafe and of all Ardra confift in a few mufquets, bows and arrows^

fine and well made hangers, ilrong and beautiful Aflaguays ; but the principal wea-

pons, and on which they moft depend, are a fort of clubs, about a yard long, and five

vol,. XVI. 3 T or-
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or fix inches thick, very round and even, except a knot at the bottom, the breadth of

a hand, and three fingers* thick. Every man is provided with five or fix of thefe.

Thefe clubs are made of very heavy wood, and they are fo dexterous in the throwing

of them, that they can fling them feveral paces and hit their enemy, and wherever it

falls, it bruifes very much and breaks their limbs ; wherefore the Gold Coaft Negroes
are almofl; as much afraid of thefe devililh weapons as of a mufquet itfelf.

Having informed you of the mofl: obfervable particulars of the country of Fida and
Ardra, I might indeed hint fome things of lefs importance, as concerning the differences

betwixt Fida and Ardra ; but it not being worth while, entirely fleppmg over it, I fhall

only give you the following account of Great Ardra.

The King of Great Ardra, with all his dependant countries, is twenty times as flrong

as he of Fida, and yet hath not the courage to make war againfl him, though they live

in perpetual enmity.

Farther in-land are yet more potent kingdoms than this ; but I know nothing, or at

mofl but very little, of them ; except that while I was here, one of their ambalTadors

came -to the King of Great Ardra, to advertife him from his mafter, that feveral Ardra-

fian Negroes had been with, and made complaints to him, and tp advife him to take

care that his viceroys treated thefe poor men more gently ; or elfe, much againfl his

will, he fhould be obliged to come to their afTiflance, and take them into his protedion.

The King of Great Arda, inflead of making a proper ufe of this wholefome advice,

laughed at it ; and in further defpight to that King, murdered his ambaffador ; upon
which he was fo violently as well as juflly enraged, that with utmofl expedition he

caufed an army (by the Fidafians augmented to the number of ten hundred thoufand

men) to fall into their country ; and thefe being all horfed, and a warlike nation, in a

ihort time maftered half the King of Ardra's territories, and made fuch a flaughter

amongfl his fubjefts, that the number of the dead being innumerable, was commonly
expreffed by faying they were like the grains of corn in the field.

The Fidafians reported to me of the mentioned people, that it was cuflomary in their

wars, to cut off all the privities of flaughtered enemies, and carry them off with them ;

as alio, that none durff prefume to take an enemy prifoner, that was not furnifhed with

one hundred of thefe trophies. This looks very fabulous, infomuch that though it is

confirmed to me by oaths, I do not affirm it for truth. But it is certain that the

flaughter was prodigioully great ; and that the general of this great" army, contenting

himfelf therewith, returned home, expedling to be very well received by his mailer,

but found himfelf miflaken ; for the King, as a reward of his heroic expedition, caufed

him to be hanged on a tree ; becaufe, according to his order, he did not bring the

perfon of the King of Great Arda along with him ; on whom, and not his fubjeds, he

aimed his revenge.

You may pleafe to obferve what mifchiefs this prince brought on himfelf, and alfo

that the law of nations is as viell obferved among thefe heathens as us Europeans ; for

this great monarch did not account himfelf fatisfied by the death of fo many thoufand

men for the murder of his ambaffador, but would rid the world of the particular occa-

fion of it : which, whether he afterwards did, I have not yet heard ; but I believe he

will content himfelf with the blood already fhed.

This nation ilrikes fuch a terror into all the circumjacent Negroes, that they can

fcarcely hear them mentioned without trembling j and they tell a thoufand flrange

things of them.

Four miles eaflward of Fida, is the land of Jakin ; which I have already faid, is

under Great Ardra j by whofe Phidalgo it is at prefent governed.

2 A little
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A little lower, but farther in-land, lies the land of OfFra, called Little Ardraby the

Europeans, where our company many years fmce had a lodge and a faftor, and drove

a confiderable trade ; but fmce our fadlor was killed, and the land laid wafte by the

Popoeans, we have not been there ; and the country hath moftly lain wild and untilled
;

in which ftate it will probably continue feveral years : for the Kings of Great Ardra and
Fida are at flrife for the maftcry of it, each being defirous to appoint his viceroys, and
yet neither of them dare begin.

But to leave them difputing, and go aboard the fliip called Staden Land (city and
country), in which I failed from Fida on the 14th of Auguft, 1698, fleering towards

Rio de Gabon, where in eleven days we arrived, without meeting any thing rem;>rk-

able in our palTage. We had a continual frelh gale, but were obliged moftly to b^ar

up to the wind, otherwife we had reached perhaps in eight days.

Before I come to fpeak of Rio de Gabon, I would fay fomething of the gulf of
Guinea, by which name it is bell known to the Europeans. It extends from Ardra to

Cape Lopez, in length miles. Betwixt thefe two extremities are feveral fine large

rivers, by which means we keep trade alive here with our yatchs ; the commodity which
we get there being elephants' teeth, of which this country produces a great quantity,

The trading-places are Rio Formofa (or beautiful river), otherwife called Rio de
Benin, from the great kingdom of that name. Next is Rio de Elrei or King's River,

and Camarones, together with Old and New Calbary. Of the firft river I hope before

long to be mafter of a dcfcription, which you are then to expeft.

In the gulf of Guinea lie alfo four iflands, called El Principe or Prince's Ifland ; the

ifle of Fernando Po ; and Corifco divided into two, the Greater and Lcffer.

At Great Corifco, our Company had fomc years pad a fettled trading lodge ; but it

lying too far diftant, and not turning to a very great account, we left it, and have not

been there fmce.

Corifco are two very agreeable iflands, and the land fo low, that at a diftance the

multitudes of trees there, feemed planted in the water, and afforded a very pleafant

profpeft.

The ifland of Fernando Po is inhabited by a favage and cruel fort of people, which
he that deals with ought not to trufl. I neither can nor will fay more of them.

The Prince's Ifland was, at the latter end of the fifteenth century, fubjeft to a con-
fiderable merchant of Amfterdam ; but by reafon of the diffenfion of our countrymen,
and the treachery of the Portuguefe (its firfl maflers), we were obliged to quit it. And
at prefent the Portuguefe Company have built a ftrong fort there, and indifferently well

peopled the ifland, which is fertile and well fituated ; or at leafl the Portuguefe till it fo

well, that it yields them vaft quantities of provifions, which they fell to all fhips for

money, befides which they can alfo flore their own fhips very plentifully.

All forts of fhips which have been to fetch flaves touch here, or at the other Portu-
guefe iflands, in order to take in refrefhments ; except only our Company's veflTels,

which avoid it (I believe) out of a groundlefs jealoufy, that when our mailers of velTels

come to thefe iflands, they fhould drive a clandeftine trade to the prejudice of our com-
pany ; but in reality, at Annaboa, the chief of thefe ifles, nothing elfe is to be gotten

but bare refrefhments, as well for our own people as the flaves ; and of what afliftance

and advantage this would be to our Company, I leave to thofe who have experienced it

only, to determine. It is morally certain, that fo many of the flaves would not ficken

and die, if they were fometimes furniflied with refrefhments. But the dire^fors of the

Company ar.e otherwife informed, on what grounds 1 know not : but perhaps the reafon

3 T 2 why
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why our veflels do not touch here, may be either unknown, or unfit to be known by

me : and leaving it fo, I come to Rio de Gabon.

This river is fituated fifteen miles from Cabo Lopez di Gonfalvez, or the utmofl

point of the gulf of Guinea ; and it is fo famous, that no nation which ever failed to

this part of Africa, can be unacquainted with it. It is a very fine river, and above two
miles over at the mouth.

Having paffed three or four miles up this river, we come to two iflands, one of which

takes its name from the King, and the other from the prince of this river ; two great

lords. But they both are defolate and wild : for pure fear of each other, the King

hath left one, and the prince the other ; each of them living at prefent upon a particular

branch of the river, of which branches here are a great number.

For fome miles this river is navigable with fmall fliips, but I cannot exadlly tell you

how wide it is, or how far its courfe extends in-land. Several fliips (as I have jufl told

you) vifit this river, on account as well of the trade which is driven here, as of its

convenient fituation for the cleaning and refitting of veffels : thofe that come hither on

the iafl account, unlade their heavy baggage, as guns, anchors, water-barrels, &c.

on Prince's Ifland ; and by help of a flowing tide, get their fliips as far on land as

poflible, that by means of the flrong ebb they may be on a fort of dry ground, and

thereby obtain an opportunity of repairing them all round. But this is not very ad-

vifable with great fhips, by reafon they may eafily get fome mifchicf by lying dry :

and one of our cruizers that failed in company with me, would not run the hazard of

it ; but chofe rather to fallen his fhip to ours, by which means he could come even at

her keel to clean her, which was confequently better than to lay her dry.

The trade of this river confifts in elephants' teeth, wax, and honey, and is fometimes

inditlerently quick, efpecially if no fliips have been there lately ; which feldom hap-

pens, for the Zealand interlopers vifit it tlie whole year round, in order to cleanfe

their fhips and flore themfelves with water and wood, and trade withal as long as they

are there : but their chief aim is cleaning their fliips and trading, for they can have

water and wood as well at Cape Lopez as here.

Any perfon that never was here before, muft be amazed at the unevennefs of the

bottom of this river in failing into it, for in one place we have ten, immediately fifteen,

then five, and prefently twelve fathom water, as if the mouth of the river were filled

up with rocks. The ebb is here fo flrong, that even with a good wind it is fcarcely

poflible to fail into the river, but we are obliged to wait till flood. I made a trial of

this myfelf, but we were flopped in the mouth, and had enough to do to bear up

againfl the ebb with full fail, lofing more ground than we gained, and could not get

in before the flood. l"he inhabitants of this river, though but a fmall number, are

yet divided into three clafles ; one of which is with the King, the other with the prince,

and the third trouble themfelves with neither, but live quietly. The two former are

always warring againfl; each other, but not in open field ; for which purpofe I do not

believe them Urong enough, but they fall on and rob one another by night, and at un-

leafonable times, and return home with either the booty or blows which they get.

Thefe people are the mofl wretchedly poor and miferable that I think I ever faw; and

befides, to augment their miferies, they are fo very proud, that they thereby become

the more ridiculous ; efpecially if the reafon of their vanity be looked into, which is

barely a Dutch name, there being none of them that come on board of us that want

one, with which they immediately make us acquainted, imagining we value them the

more on that account j and are very well pleafed with us for calling them by their

borrowed name,
Exceflive
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Exceffive brandy-drinking feems the innate vice of all Negroes, but thefe are mofl

accurate proficients, and really herein exceed all others that I have ever converfed

with. They confume in this all they can come at. They will fend an indifferent large

elephant's tooth for this liquor, which they will drink out before they part ; nay,

fometimes before they fo much as go out of the fhip. If one chance to get but a mouthful

more than another, and they are half drunk, they immediately fall on fighting, with-

out any refpeft to the King, prince, or prieft, who, on fuch an occafion, lay about them
brifkly with their fifts, that they may not be accufed of being idle fpedators. Thefe
heroes are fo warm and vigorous at their work, that hats, perukes, coats, or whatever

they have, are thrown overboard.

Perhaps you may be furprized that thefe poor wretches fhould wear hats, perukes,

&c. which they do in a very particular difmal manner. Formerly a great trade was
driven here in old perukes by our failors. For thefe they got whatever they pleafed of

thefe people, as wax, honey, parrots, monkeys, and all forts of refrefliments. But
for thefe four years fo many merchants of thefe forts of goods, have been here, that the

failor fwears the trade is utterly fpoiled ; and though his prime ftock cofts him nothing,

yet it doth not at prefent turn to account.

The beft quality in thefe people is, that as great lovers of brandy as they are, thev

yet are not very nice, for I have feen fome of our men give them brandy half lengthened
out with water ; and for proof they told me, there was a little Spanifli foap clapped
into it, and the fcum of the foap pafled on them for the proof; and they praifed this

brandy as fo extraorainajy good, that they would willingly have laid in a ftock of it.

I defigned when I came into this river, to have traded for fome ivory and wax for

our Company ; and had brought feveral goods with me to that end, but found them
fo very troublefome that I could not have patience to deal with them ; and there being
another of the Company's fhips here, which alfo had orders to trade, I left it wholly
to them, being very glad that I was fo cheaply rid of them. And thefe wretches ap-

peared the worfe to me, becaufe I was ufed to deal with fuch civil Negroes at Fida for

an hundred times more than the commerce of this place. For to fell one tooth, they
would fometimes haggle a whole day ;

go five or fix times away and come again ; a(k

and bid as if they were on a fifh-market, and come to no refolution.

As great lovers of brandy as they are, they will not yet, when they firft come on
board and are alked to drink, touch a drop before they have received a prefent. And
if we fhould happen to flay too long before we give them any thing, they will boldly
afk if we imagine that they will drink for nothing ; it not being fufficient to content
this wretched crew that they drink up our liquor for nothing, but they muil; bcfides

be hired to it, as though they thereby did us a very great honour ; and he that intends

to trade here, muft humour them herein, or he (hall not get one tooth on board. Thus
the merchant which would trade here, ought to be very well armed with Job's weapon,
without which nothing is to be done.

After I had given over the trade, a ftrange troop of Negroes came on board me, to

whom I prefented fome brandy, and would have caufed them to be carried to our
other fliip : but thefe gentlemen would not drink beflre I made them a prefent, which
I had no mind to do, wherefore they marched out of my cabin ; but underftanding
that I did not defign to trade, they all very humbly returned, begging what I before
offered them ; but I told them I was not at leifure, and they went off without any thing.

They are very ready to make us prefents at our firfl arrival, but much readier to

receive others in requital from us : and when we happen to be too flow, they afk where
is our counter-prefent, or they will take their own back again j which, without making

much
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much ado, they eafily do, if cur prefents be not worth more than theirs, fn fliorl,

thcfe are men which no otherwife differ from beafls than in fhape. Their cloathing

is like that of other Negroes, but very poor and wretched : for they deal with our men
for all their old coats, fhirts, breeches, &c. and all other old cloaths ; and when dreffed

in them, think themfelves very fine.

As to what farther relates to their manners, I (hall not fay much becaufe I am unac-

quainted with them ; but if you take what hath been already faid for a fpecimen, you
may eafily form an idea of the remainder.

I do not believe they have much religion. I have obferved them to be very fuper-

ftitious, and that as well as others they have great numbers of idols ; but of what fort

they are, or what they believe concerning them, I was not able to obferve in my fliort

ftay here.

That their government is not extraordinary, I obferved from the fmall refpeft they

fhewed each other ; whence, without fear of herefy, I dare conclude, that every

free perfon lives here for himfelf, without much troubling himfelf with King or

prince ; and that thofe gentlemen have only the bare name of royalty, without the leaft

fliadow of the thing itfelf.

The prefent King, like an honefl: man, in order to rub through the world, follows

the trade of a fmith to get his bread ; not negledting other perquifites, the cbiefeft of

which is letting his wives at a reafonable price to the Europeans during their ftay there j

notwithftanding which he is, as all the reft are, a very poor man.

They are moftly large, robuft, well fliaped men. They befmear their bodies with

elephants and buffaloes' fat, and a certain fort of red colour, which makes them ftink

abominably ; efpecially the women, which one can hardly come near without turning

fick. And yet they venture to drive a public trade with their bodies, expofing their

favours to fale at a very cheap rate : and where they fear no danger, they will readily

relieve the languiftiing lover for a knife or a trifle of that value. But thofe who engage

with thefe ladies muft be very fond of new faces, for if a man happen to be the leaft

nice or fqueamifli, he will fuffiiciently wind them at twelve fcore yards, to deter him
from any nearer approaches. But the cafe is different with a common failor, who is

content with every thing that is but woman.
1 am apt to think that the moft part of the inhabitants depend chiefly on hunting

and fifliery ; for I do not believe that they trouble themfelves with agriculture, nor did

I fee any corn or Milhio during my ftay here ; but inftead of that I daily faw them eat

immature Banacas roafted at the fire. They had alfo Jammes, potatoes, and fmall

beans, but in no great plenty.

The land doth not feem very fertile or fit to produce corn or other fruits of the

earth ; at leaft, what I have feen of it, which is from the mouth of the river to the

Prince's Ifland. But as for thofe fruits which grow on trees, thefe have great plenty

of them ; wherefore I believe that their Banana is, befides what they eat with it, the

ftaft" of their life. This river is prodigioufly ftocked with all forts of good fifti, and I

affure you we purfued them very clofcly, and catched fo many that we abundantly

ftored ourfelves for our whole voyage.

The Negro's manner of fiftiing here, is very diverting ; for paffmg along the river-

fide in a canoe, and perceiving a fift), they inftantly dart an Affaguay at him, which is

fo certain a way, that by means of their dexterity, it very feldom miffed.

Before the mouth of Rio de Gabon, we daily obferved flioals of large unweildy fifti,

which we call Noord Kapers, or Northern Capers, though they look more like a fpe-

cies of whales, which, if they are not, it is certain they are not many removes from

them.



BOSMAn's GUINtA* 5 1 1

them. Thefe fifli we guefled to be about forty foot long, but I believe I have feen

fome longer. They came fo near our fhip, that we could eafily reach them with a

long pole, fuppofing them to continue (till. If we had a good flioal of thefe fifli, and

could brace them to, and guide them before our fhips, as we do horfcs to our waggons,

I doubt not but we IhouM always run a fwift courfe.

But to leave this diverfion to Neptune, and return to our fubject.

They fwim chiefly on the furface of the water, having a young one or two near

them, who, fpringing up to the top of the water, in imitation of their dam, mount
above water. They blow up the water with very great violence, and put the fea in as

great a ferment as a fhip under fail ; and in fpouting of water they would eafily outdo

the bell water-works at Fontainbleau ; and it is not lefs diverting than rate, to fee a

number of thefe filhes together.

The land about this river incredibly abounds with wild beads, efpecially elephants,

buffaloes, and wild-boars.

As foon as we had difpatched our affairs at Prince's Ifland, and careened our fliip,

we failed down the river again, in order to anchor at the Sand Punt, i. e. Sand Point,

or Zuidhoeck; i. e. South Nook ; and provide ourfelves with water, which is better

there than at Cape Lopez. Being advanced about an Englifh mile from this place,

we got fight of an elephant, which, taking the fame courfe with us, walked very gently

along the river-fide to the before-mentioned place ; where, accompanied with my cap-

tain and fome of my fervants, we ftepped into a boat and landed together, and imme-
diately fet upon the elephant ; but after having purfued him very hard for an hour, we
could not overtake him, but loft fight of him in a wood.

At the writing hereof I tremble to think what a rifk we ran, and what danger we
were in ; for not being above ten or twelve ftrong, and not half of us provided with

good fire-arms, we fhould have attacked this elephant, if we could have come at him;
fondly imagining to have fetched him down with two or three fhots, which I have

fince found was what two or three hundred men could fcarce do : thus we all had
reafon to thank heaven that we did not overtake this beaft ; for if we had, if not all,

yet at leaft fome of us, had been left dead on the fpot.

In our return we met five elephants together, who, looking on us, I fuppofe thought

us not worth their anger, and therefore fiiffered us to pafs them without the leaft dif-

turbance ; and we owning them ftrongcr than we, were very well pleafed, and after

pulling off our hats in grateful acknowledgement of their civility, went on our way.

We lay three days ftill before this place, during which time, having no other em-
ployment, I went every morning on fhore in order to fall upon fome of the wild beafts,

but not elephants ; which I had in a fort fudiciently forfworn fince our laft adventure.

But the wild fwine afforded us the moft diverfion, and were what we chivfly intended

to exercife ourfelves on : and accordingly the fccond day that we came on Ihore, we
were fo fortunate as to meet a troop of above three hundred. We begun immediately

to hunt them with utmoft fury, but having four legs to our two, they were too nimble

for us, fo that they foon got out of our reach ; except only one, which we cut oft from
his companions, and fo belet him, that he feemed obliged to pay dear for lagging, fince

there was no other way of flying left him than into a thicket, in which we purfued him
fo clofe, that in a very fhort time he was likely to fall into our hands.

But he efcapcd us in the following manner : being come into the midft of the thicket,

as though we had been in a well-built garden-houfe or bower, we found a fkeleton of
an elephant ; and the furprize of this adventure detained us from the purfuit of the

wild- boar, in order to examine this flteleton nicely ; which we found entire with the

teeth
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teeth affixed to his head, which I caufed to be taken out and weighed, their weight

being feventy pounds ; I meafured his legs, and found the fore, three, and the hind,

four foot ; the head alfo four foot ; and the remainder of the body proportionable

;

whence you may conjefture how large he was when living and covered with flefh.

The two firfl days being paft in fruitlefs elephant and wild boar chace, we defigned

to fpend the third in the latter fport ; but when we came on fhore, we found that their

place was taken up by about one hundred buffeloes ; not being difcouraged we run at

them, and being come near a parcel of eighteen or twenty, we prefented them with half

a dozen bullets, but I believe did not hurt one of them : they all flood ftill, and feemed

to look very angrily on us, confulting, I fuppofe, whether they fhould punifli our info-

lence or not, but fmce none of them was wounded, it paffed in the negative, and we
efcaped free. Thefe buffeloes were red, with ftraight horns extended backwards, about

the fize of an ox ; as they ran they feemed lame behind, but that did not hinder their

being very fwift.

The Negroes informed us, that when thefe beafts are Ihot, and not mortally wounded,
they fly at the men and kill them. We the eafier believe this, becaufe about ten years

part, our men going a buffelo-hunting here, one of them being too forward, let fly at a

buffelo, but was immediately feized, and had been killed by him, if one of his comrades

had not come to his afliftance ; who notwithfl:anding, firing at the buffelo, was fo unhappy

as to mifs him and mortally wound his companion, and the buffelo foon trod out the

fmall remainder of the fnuff of his life. This unhappy accident agreeing with the Ne-
gro's report, made us rejoice that we had met with fuch good-natured buffeloes ; and

Immediately refolved never for the future to attempt the elephant and buffelo chace,

which refolution, in order to be remembered, was regiftered in its proper place.

The Negroes, to prevent fuch misfortunes, go more warily to work. They firfl

obferve the place where the buffeloes refort in the evening, and place themfelves on a

high tree, and as foon as the buftelo comes, they fhoot at him from thence. If they kill

him, and there is no danger below, they come down, and affifl:ed by fome of their

companions, carry off their game ; but if they have not hit the buffelo they fit flill, and

keep out of danger ; by which means they fhoot fcveral.

The buffelo's flefli here is very good, and by reafon of the meadow-ground about the

Sant Punt, fat enough.

This is all that I could poffibly obferve in my fixteen days flay here. Our cruifer, after

having taken in fome wood, came to us, and we failed together out of the river, and

three days after anchored at Cape Lopez di Gonfalvez ; which, as I have before in-

formed you, is the uttermoft point of the gulf of Guinea, fituate in fome few minutes

of fouth latitude, and Gabon is exactly under the equinoctial line. A little fouth of

Cape Lopez, begins the country of Angola, which flretches fevcral degrees fouthward.

This point or cape is as much or more vifited by fhips than Gabon ; for moft of the

fhips laden with flaves, come hither to ftore themfelves with water and wood, with both

which it always abounds, and the inhabitants have always quantities of the latter ready

cut, which they fell fb cheap, that we commonly do not give above a bar of iron for a

whole fathom of it ; and water we have for fetching from a very convenient place near

the fea-fide. We generally indeed pay for the liberty of fetching water, to the King,

or he who calls himfelf fo, three or four knives, and a bottle of malt fpirits ; but this is

rather our civility than any thing elfe, fmce there is no fhip fo fmall, as that it could not

furnifh itfelf with water and wood by force. But this would, in my opinion, be very

unreafonable, fmce the natives deferve fome reward for their trouble ; and it would alfo

render it very inconvenient to other fhips that came after us ; for the Negroes finding

4 we
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we did not pay them, would not be very fond of felling more wood, on which account

it is far the better way to content them with a trifle.

The trade here, as well as at Rio de Gabon, confifts in elephants* teeth, wax and

honey, with which it abounds ; but by reafon of the multitudes of fliips which daily

touch here, not much is to be expeded
;

yet one of our yatchs this very year dealt for

betwixt three and four thoufand weight of elephants' teeth, as well as wax, and at other

times for larger quantities.

At Cape Lopez there are a few hbufes, in which the inhabitants live as long as any
fhips are there ; but their proper dwelling-place is a little beyond this point, upon a

river which is called Olibatte. The principal men, or grandees, diftinguifh themfelves

by the names of king, prince and admiral, though, like thofe of Gabon, they are obliged

to be contented with the name only ; and indeed the inhabitants of both places agree

lb exadly, that I do not believe the leaft difference is obfervable betwixt their manner
of living ; except only, that the latter are far more civil and converfable than the former.

I do not think it neceffary to fay any more concerning this place, than that the fliips

here meet with a good road, if they are but fo cautious as to avoid fome fand-banks

which are hereabouts, which yet are not dangerous in good weather, fmce they are

paflable without damage at high-water, as we experienced.

I have already told yoff, that the river Gabon is plentifully ftored with fiili. But
this place is enriched with prodigious fhoals, that our cruifer one morning, carting his

net, caught fuch a vaft quantity as would have fufficed ten fliips.

After having palled three days at this Cape, we hectved in our anchor and fet fail,

defigning for the Ifle of Annaboa; but the ftrong tide, which at this time of the year winds

in a ferpentine manner towards the north, carried us below St.Thome, an ifland be-

longing to the Portuguefe ; which aflibrds me an opportunity to impart to you fome
particulars concerning it, after having acquainted you, that though our fhips were cleaned,

and in good failing condition, we yet were driven above half a degree northward ; but

another of our Company's fliips, which I had laden with flaves at Fida, and departed

thence three weeks before me, came the third time to anchor with me at Cape Lopez,

and told us, that he had been in one degree and a half fouth latitude ; but that the

vehemence of the tide had (which is fcarcely credible) in one night driven him through

the Line exadly before Gabon.

The Ifle of St.Thome (and not of St.Thomas, as fome would have it, that being

in America in the Danes' pofleflion) was formerly in our hands, and we were obliged to

quit it by the continual treachery of the Portuguefe, which fatigued our men, and by

the great mortality which then alllicled them, in which fo many of our countrymen died,

that this ifland in Europe went by the name of the Dutch Church-yard.

The Portuguefe, though more ufed to this fcorching air, prove at this very time, that

it is a very unwholfome country, great quantities of them dying, and very few living to

a great age.

The natural reafon of which, in my opinion, feems to be, firfl:, the fcorching heat,

which continues here the whole year ; for one point of it being fituated jufl under the

Line, it is eafy to conceive, that the greatefl part of the year mufl be intolerably hot.

Secondly, that this ifland chiefly confin:s of hills, the valleys betwixt .which are con-

tinually filled with a very thick and ftinkiiig mift, even in the very hottcfl: time of the

day, which of neceflity mult condenfc and inflame the air, and confequently render it

very unwholcfome. And, in the third place, we may add the exceflive phlebotomy of

the Portuguefe, which they have recourfe to on the very leafl: occafion, fome of ihcm
letting blood above fifty times in a year j and this it is, which, I believe, makes them

VOL. XVI. 3 u look
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look more like walking ghofts than men : and this practice, the longer Continued, muft

neceflarily the more weaken the conftitution ; for the nature of this country is not fuch

as to fupply them with hafty recruits of frefli blood. Excepting what hath been ob-

ferved, this is a pleafant and fertile ifland, abounding, according to the report of the

Portuguefe, with frefli rivers or lakes, and good arable lands, which yield corn, fugar,

and cotton. Here are alfo feveral earth-fruits and trees, befides great plenty of cattle,

larger and finer than on the Gold Coall. It cannot but have its fliare of terreftrial

bleflings, becaufe the Romifli clergy have two convents here, according to the befl: of

my remembrance, filled with the fraternities of St. Peter and St. Augufline. And here

is alfo a bifliop's fee.

More need not be faid to prove this Ifland good and proper to live in ; for it is cer-

tainly true, that thefe ghofl:ly Fathers never fettle where, bdides fouls' good, fublunary

conveniences are not to be gained.

I fliall now bid adieu to St.Thome, with only acquainting you, that all fliips

which, by reafon of contrary wind, cannot reach Hha del Principe, put in here for

refrefliments.

Inftead of Annaboa, being, as I have already told you, fallen below St.Thome, we
defpaired of reaching it, becaufe it is more difficult to fail from St. Thome than from

Cape Lopez ; but the wind changing, and, contrary to our expedation, getting the

tide with us, we were fo fortunate in two days' time as to > anchor before the famous

ifland of Annaboa.

This ifland is vifited by a great number of fliips, as well thofe which have been trad-

ing in Guinea, as thofe bound for Eafl India and Angola. When the Eafl: Indiamen

fall below the gulf of Guinea (for they, diff"erent from our account, reckon the gulf

of Guinea to take in almofl: the whole Coafl), they put in here ; and the fliips bound

for Angola touch here, it being almofl: in their way.

Annaboa is lb prodigioufly flocked with cattle and fruit, that it far exceeds St.Thome

and Prince's Ifland in both ; though it is much fmaller, and indeed not above half the

circuit of either of them. Like St.Thome, it is almofl: always covered with a thick

mift ; but if we may believe the Portuguefe, not fo unwholefome. But why it is more

healthful, I fliall not prefume to determine ; for the air is almofl the fame, Annaboa

being but about one degree and a half more fouth. The land is here full as high as at

St.Thome ; and in the highefl: place of it, according to the report of the Portuguefe,

is a lake of frefli and very good water, about which, the air is as cold as the feverefl:

autumns in Holland ; but who knows whether this be true ?

The Portuguefe have tilled the plains to half way up the hills, for fo far the ground

is good. But taking a view of this ifland from below, it feems very dry and barren

;

notwithftanding which it is all over planted with fruit-trees, viz. cocoas, oranges,

lemons, Backovens, bananas, palm-trees, and feveral others, whofe fruits are all plen-

tiful and cheap : one hundred cocoa-nuts are fold for a rix-dollar ; a thoufand oranges

or lemons at the fame rate ; and the other fruits in proportion. Hogs, flieep, goats,

chickens, &c. are to be bought for almofl nothing, confidering that we have them for

all manner of old trafli cloaths of linen and woollen. In fliort, here is the true Amal-

thea or Cornucopia, of which the antients have faid (b many fine things.

The inhabitants of this ifland are black, and but a fort of half-Chriflians, though

they bear the name of Chriftians ; for if they can but read a Pater-nofter and Ave-Ma-

Maria, confefs to the prieit, and bring fome offerings with them, they pafs for good

Chriftians. The white Portuguefe of this ifland efteem them flaves, by reafon that they

are the defcendants of thofe flaves which they fet on this ifland. They are all of them,

without
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without exception, thieves and rogues, that will injure or defraud no man more than

they can. The women are all common public whores, which allure and miflead the

Tailors, and except a very few, are monftroufly ugly and ill-favoured, as Monfieur Fok-

kenbrog has well obferved it.

The government of thefe people is entrufted in the hands of a white Portuguefe,

who is honoured with the illuftrious name of Governador. He who was honoured

with this high poll in my time, was fuch a great Don, that if I had been charitable

enough to have beflowed the alms of a crown upon him, he would have made no diffi-

culty of receiving it, nor thought it an affront to his honourable charge, or the gran-

deur of his nation, fiis fubjeds alfo ftood in fuch awe of him, that if I had but defired

them, they would certainly have broken his head, and have delivered the ifland into

our poffeffion. For this Don being appointed by a Portuguefe gentleman, to whom
this ifland belongs, as rent-gatherer in his name, to collect a third of all the inhabitants'

cattle, fruit and income ; in order to fecure fomewhat for himfelf, he very fairly fleeces

the inhabitants of a complete half, which renders him fo hated by his black fubjedts,

that they would very willingly be releafed from their yoke, and deliver the ifland to

another nation. But it would not indeed be ferviceable to any nation, without all its

black inhabitants were tranfported thence ; for whilfl: they flay there, on account of

the leafl: difference with the poffeffors, they would fly to the hilly part of the ifland,

which is fufliciently inacceflible to the Europeans, and from thence fo gall them, that

they would be obliged to abandon it ; as it happened to us, when we formerly were in

pofl'effion of it ; for we left it on no other account.

Befides the Governador, I found here alfo two white priefls, who were endowed with

no other qualities than the profound ignorance and flupidity of the meaneft of their

neighbours, except only (which is indeed fomething uncommon) that they could drink

as much brandy as I could wine, or other liquor.

Their vvifdom was lodged in their Capuchin's cap. I cannot indeed tell, whether

they could read or write, fmce I did not fee one book they had, nor would they pro-

duce one, though I afl^ed the favour
;

perhaps »hat it might not be defiled with my
heretical fingers. They invited us to come and fee their churches, which we did, and

found them very handfome, and large enough for four times the number of inhabitants

on the ifland. Before we entered their churches, we were all over befprinkled with

holy water, from which I conclude that it is not very dear here. They defired a bottle

of wine of me to celebrate their mafs withal, which I gave them; and they thereupon

promifed me (though unaflied) that they would fay a mafs for my happy voyage ; after

which I took leave of them.

We faw here fome fniall pieces of cannon, and aflcing where they got them, we were

informed that they belonged to a fmall French pirate, which flrandcd there about ten

days before, the captain of which, with two of his men, was then upon the ifland.

Thefe pirates had robbed the Gold Coafl of fome gold, fjaves and elephants' teeth.

But two days before our arrival here, the Sloter galley, an Englifli fhip, commanded

by Thomas Kent, had fet fail from thence, having made an agreement with thefe pirates,

in confideration of a part of their prey to be given to the captain, to carry them and

all their booty to the French iflands. The pirates, depending on this contraft, had

brought all their goods on board Captain Kent, and all the men, except the captain

and two more, followed, who defigned to have gone on board the lafl day of the gal-

ley's flay her^ ; but as they were coming, were welcomed with a few mufquct (hot,

and charged, if they valued their lives, to return back, which they were obliged to do,

and had the fatisfadlion of feeing Captain Kent haul up his anchors and fet fail with all

3 u 2 their



ri6 bosman's guinea.

their goods. What thmk you, fir, were not thefe villains rightly ferved ; indeed I

think they were ; and had it been my good fortune to meet with them, I fliould not

have given them any better treatment.

After having flaid here a few days to refrefh, purfuant to the direftor-general's leave,

we fleered our courfe towards Elmina, failing continually along the Line, without uiclin-

ing one degree towards the fouth or north. 1 expedled to have met with a violent

heat here ; but on the contrary found it fo cold, that though well clad, I could fcarcely

bear the cold. The failors, who commonly are not moved at a trifle, alfo cloathed

themfelves very thick. Exprefling my furprife hereat, the captain told me that about

this time of the year (being September) it was almoft always fo cold here, notvnthftand-

ing the fun in that month pafies the hne, and muft be exadly over our heads ; but the

cafe lies here, we have always thick weather and a ftiff gale, which prevents our feeling

the heat of the fun.

After feveral davs failing forwards in this manner, gueffing that we were advanced

high enough to make the Coaft, we fleered diredly landwards, and got fight of land

about the Quaqua eoafl ; but our orders running to flay no where, we failed along by

the fhore, proceeding on our voyage to AfTmee, which the French fometime paft took

poiTeflion of; and that in fuch a diverting manner, that I cannot help imparting it to

you. The author of the European Mercury for the year 1701, obliges us with the

following relation of the converting of a Moorifh King to the Chriftian faith, in thefe

words :
—

" Here is another Pagan prince brought over to the Chriflian faith, namely, Lewis

Hannibal, King of Syria [which he millakes for Aflinee], on the Gold Coafl of Africa,

who, after being a long time inftrucled in the Chriftian principles, and baptized by the

Bifhop of Meaux, the King being his god-father, received the facrament of the Lord's

fupper, on the 27th of February, from the Cardinal de Noaillcs, and offered at the

fame time a pi£lure to the BlefTed Virgin, to whole prote£tion he fubmitted his territories,

having made a vow, at his return thither, to ufe his utmofl endeavours towards the con-

verfion of his fubjeSs. This Moorifli prince departed on the 24th of this month, in

order to embark at Port Lewis, and be convoyed home by two or three men of war,

under the command of the Chevalier Damon."
Thus far runs our above-mentioned relation. Now it is my tafk to give you a fhort

account of the extraftion of this pretended King, and to acquaint you with what hap-

pened afterwards.

Some years pafl, the French were accuflomed to feize all the Negroes that came on

board them, and fell them into the Weft Indies for flaves ; amongfl which happened to

be the beforefaid Lewis Hannibal, chriflened by the French ; but finding him endowed
with a more fprlghtly genius than his countrymen, inffead of felling, they brought him

to the French court, where this impoffor pretended to be fon ai;d heir apparent to the

King ©f Affinee ; by which means he fo infinuated himfelf into the good opinion of the

court, that the King made him feveral very rich prefents, and fent him back to his own
country in the manner above related ; but upon his arrival upon the Coafl, he was dif-

coveredtobe only the flaveof aCaboccer of Affinee, to whom, fhortly after his arrival

he returned ; and, as I am credibly informed, inftead of converting his fubjefts to

Chriflianity, is himfelf returned to Paganifm.

You may eafdy guefs at the refentments of the French court, after being fo ridi-

culoufly bubbled by a Negro flave : if you confider that by this means they have lofl

their aim, which was to get footing on the Gold Coaft ; and befides, that the pious

Intention of His Mofl Chriflian Majefly, to convert a heathen prince, and eflablifh

him
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him on his throne, was fruftrated ; the Cardinal de Noaiiles and the Bifliop of
Meaux laboured in vain '. and, in (hort, the whole French court was difappointed of its

expectation. By this, fir, you may fee, that as ftupid as the Negroes are, yet fome
amongii: them are able to delude fuch a wife court as that of France, which I doubt
not but long ere this has repented of its credulity, and a thoufand times curfed the
pretended King of Syria. But to leave the French in their refentments, and purfue our
voyage.

Sailing by Affmee we touched on the Gold Coaft, where our companion the cruizer,

called the Befchermer or protector, commanded by Captain Hinken, found a Zealand
interloper called the Great Apollo, betwixt the ihore and the Brandenburgh fort

;

which he vigoroufly attacked, and after a fhort but warm refiilance, took and brought
her as good prize to Elniina.

This, fir, is the end of my voyage, and will alfo be the laft letter that I fhall write

to you concerning the Hate of Guinea. What you have farther to expect from me, is,

as I have already told you, the refult of others oblervations. I beg your approbation
of the contents of this and all my part, afluring you I have written nothing to you but
real truth, digefted from my own obfervation. If I am fo happy as to pleafe you in

this attempt, I (hall be fo far from thinking my labour loft, that I fhall conclude it

doubly rew;irded.

Thefe, fir, are the fincere afleverations of one that never will omit any thing which
can render you an agreeable fervice ; but is now and Ihall ever be inceflantly ambitious

of the honourable name of

Your hearty humble fervant,

W. BosMAN.

A DESCRIPTION OF RIO FORMOSA, on, THE RIVER OF BENIN;
Being tbefirjl Supplemental, or Twcrity-firjl Letter.

Containing a Defcription of Rio Formofa, or the River of Benin ; the great Number of
its Branches. — The Trading-place and Church of the Porluguefe.— The King of
Benin's great Opinion of binfelf.— Our ordinary Trading-place.— The Pirates of Ufa.— 'The Morafs and floating Land in and about the River, lohich is very pleafant but

un-wholefome, and the Reafon luhy.— The great Mortality of our Men on Ship-board.

— The Rafhncfs offive Mariners, and a remarkable Event ivhich follotved it. — The
Country is very even and full of Trees.— Who are the King of Benin's Vaffals. — The( IW"'^

King's Slave an honourable Name. — Benin not very populous.— The three principal
'

Trading-places; their Names, Conflitution, and Governors.— Bcfides ivhich, afourth
Trading-place, where one of our chiefefl Commanders or Fadors was killed ; on ijuhicb

account a double Revenge was taken.— The Benin Inhabitants generally good-natured^

civil, and very converftble People ; who are not to be treatedforcibly, but gently ; are
very pertinacious in their old Cjifloms ; who are the Managers of their Trade

;

they are very civil to Strangers, but treacherous to each other ; their Governors very

covetous.— There are three Ejlates beftdcs the King ; concerning the firfi, and their

Poiuer :— Of thefecond, their Marks of Honour or Knighthood, the Lofs of which is

punijhed
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piinijhed with Death ; of which fame Examples :— The third State ; the manual

Arts and Trades of the Commonalty. — The rich live very well, and arc very charitw

ble to the Poor.— The Habits of the Negroes of both Sexes.— Each Per/on ?narries as

many Wives as he is able to keep ; the Manner of their Marriage ; the Hufbatids very

jealous of their Wives, of which they are abfolute Majlcrs.— Three Sorts of Punifhnients

for Adultery.— Of pregnant Wo?nen and their Delivery.— The male Infants belo?jg to

the King.— Both 7nale and female are circumcifed.— The groaning Treat.— Twins:

ejieemed a good Omen, except at Arebo : the Cruelty of whofc hihabitants on that occa-

Jion defcribed and confirmed by fo7ne Injiances.— A facrcd Grove, and their Opinions

concerning it.— They are very prolific.— Menfiruous Women cficemcd unclean.— The
Negroes here not fo much afraid of Death as others ; their Remedies in cafe of Sicknefs.

— Phyftcians not much valued, and how treated. — Who hath the Right of Inheritance,

and in what cafes the King is Heir.—Common Whores.— Their Govern?nent.— Punifh-

tnent of Thievery, to which they are not much addicted. — The Punifhments of Murder,

and their Diflin3ions concerning that Crime.— Five Sorts ofOaths.— How Fines are

dijlributed. — Their mufical hiflruments ; they dance very well to the Harp ; are great

Gameflers ; their Religion very cenfufed ; each particular Perfon hath his feparate

Priefl ; their Notion of the Deity, and their Ratiocinations on that Subject ; they worfhip

Idols, and the Devil in the fame Shape.— Apparitions of Spirits. — Daily and annual

Ofierings.— Their Sentiments concerning a future Life.— Multiplicity of Idols, and
their Fcjiivals ; which is their greatejl Fejlival : their Sabbath.— They celebrate the

Times of the Death oftheir Parents.— Their Divifton of Time.— Their Wars, and Con-

fufion therein ; they are great Cowards ; their Weapons.— All Sorts of Game, and wild

Quadrupeds ; great Baboons which fall upon Men. — Great Plenty offeathered Kind ;

but not fuch Stores of Fijh ; yet great Quantities of terrene and arboriferous Fruits.—
Offcveral dying Ingredients.— The King's Revenue, wherein it confi/is.— A Defcrip-

Hon of the Town of Benin, which is very long and well built ; Strangers not allowed

there.— Of the Grandees which follow the Court.— Natives cannot befold for Slaves,

nor is it allowed to tranfport any out of the Kingdom asfuch, though Strangers.— The

Trades and Employments of the Commonalty ; their Tradefmen. — Very fine Streets in

the City. — Slavery of the Women, which are fond of all Europeans except the Portu-

guefe. — A large Defcription of the King's Court, and the Coral-Fcaji, at which

the King is prefent.— The Author's Audience of the King ; his Portraiture. — The
War betwixt Are de Rou and the King, which hath ruined the City of Benin

;

which is at prefent wafte and defolate. -— Conclujion of this Letter.

Sir,

IN obedience to your orders, this contains a defcription of the river of Benin. I dare

not aflure you of your expcfted fatisfaftion ; but would fain hope that my endeavours,

however imperfeft, being the utmoft I can do, may meet with your favourable re-

ception.

About fifty miles eaft of Ardra, are fituate the cape and river of Forniofa, otherwife

called Benin, from the kingdom of Great Benin, with which it is encompafled. This

river fhews itfelf very plainly if entered from the weft ; for from Ardra the land is even

and woody : the well point is much higher, and looks like a rock with the top cut off.

But the eaft point is low and flat land : its mouth is about a mile wide ; bur failing

farther up, is yet wider in fome places and narrower in others. This river fprouts

itfelf into innumerable branches ; fome of which are fo wide, that they very well de-

ferve the name of rivers ; and the banks of each of them are inhabited by a particular

3 nation.
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nation, governed by its own King. The multitude of its branches render the failing up
this river fo difficult, that a pilot is abfolutely neceflary.

About a mile and a half from its mouth there are two branches, about half a mile

from each other. Upon one of which the Portuguefe have a lodge and church at the

town of Awerri, which is governed by its particular and independent King, who doth

not treat the King of Great Benin any otherwife than as his neighbour and ally ; though
that vain Prince Hiews no marks of efteem for him, nor any other potentates, imagining

that if he is not the greateft King in the whole, yet indifputably in the Guinean world
;

that part of it that is fituate above one hundred miles beyond his own territories, being

as little known to him as the large remainder of the globe.

The common-trading place here is called Arebo, fituate above fixty miles above the

river's mouth : fo far, and yet farther, our Ihips may very conveniently come ; in their

paflage failing by hundreds of branches of this river, befides creeks, fome of which
are very wide.

What I have already hinted is fufficient to give you an idea of the breadth of this

river^ but its length and fource I have not been able to difcover, no Negro being able

to give me an exaft account of it ; but I believe its branches extend into all the cir-

cumjacent countries ; for I have feen feveral men that came from Ardra, Calbary, and
feveral other places, in order to trade, which were taken on this river by the robbers,

and fold for flaves. Thefe robbers, or pirates, live juft at the mouth of the river, and
are called the pirates of Ufa ; they are very poor, and live only on robbery ; they fail

hence to all parts of this river, and feize all that lights in their way, whether men,
hearts, or goods ; all which they fell to the firft that come hither for victuals, with

which they are not at all provided.

The Porcuguefe informed me, that here was a land road which reached to Calbary,

and one much more commodious by water ; that it was eafy, with a canoe, to get into

the circumjacent rivers, viz. Lagos, Elrei, Camarones, and feveral others, befides

the river Volta, which laft I can fcarcely believe, it being utterly improbable ; but as to

the former rivers, they are fo near the other, that it may be eafily done.

Several miles upwards, from the mouth of the river, the land is every where low
and moraffy, and its banks all along adorned with great numbers of high and
low trees, and the country all about it divided into iflands, by the multiplicity of its

branches ; befides which, here are feveral forts of floating ifles, or lands covered with

reed, which are driven by the winds, or Travadoes, from one place to another, by
which means they often happen in our way, and oblige us to fteer a different courfe,

on which occafions pilots or guides are very convenient.

The river itfelf is very pleafant, but very unwholefome, as moft of the rivers on
the coaft feem to be naturally, which I am apt to think is occafioned by the continual

contagious exhalations which hover about them, more efpecially thofe in low ground
and morafles. To which may be added another, and not lefs plague, the innumerable

millions of gnats, which the Portuguefe call Mufquitoes ; for the land, as I have already

told you, being very woody, is infupportably pertered with thefe vermin, efpecially in

the nights, when they attack us in whole legions, and rting fo feverely, that feveral

perfons have been fo marked with puftules, that it was impoffible to know them. This

torment, which deprives us of our natural rcrt, heightened by the unwholefomenefs of
the climate, continually occafions a great mortality amongft our men. You very well

know, that this is my fecund voyage to this river, and that the firft time I was here we
loll half our men, and at prefent the number of our dead on board is not lefs, and the

remainder
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remainder are mofl of them fick, which ftrikes fuch a general terror into the failors,

that the boldefl; of them is afraid of his live.

Five of our failors were fo rafhly impious, as to throw dice who fliould die or live

to come out of this river. They over-perfuaded my eldeft fervant to throw for his

chance with them, and the highefl: caft being efteemed fafeft, he threw eleven. And
it is really remarkable, that this lad is yet alive, but the other five died all in the river

of Benin.

Bating the faid contagion of the climate, this is a very definable place of trade, by

reafon of the pleafantnefs of the river and adjacent country, which is very even ground,

without hills, and yet rifes by gentle degrees, which affords the mofl: agreeable profpecl

in the world ; which is yet improved by the multitude of trees which Hand fo regular,

as if they were defignediy planted in that order.

The inhabitants of this river, and the neighbouring country, have feveral Princes
;

and, indeed, each fmall nation is governed by his own King, though all of them are

vaffals to the King of Benin, except thofe of Awerri, where the Portuguefe live, and

the pirates of Ufa, both of whom would never yet fubmit to his yoke.

They are all free-men, notwithfl;anding which they are treated as flaves by tlieir

King, and are fo far from taking it for an unhappinefs, that the title of the King's

flave is a diflinguilhing mark of honour amongft them.

Though here is a prodigious number of people, yet in proportion to the extent of

land, and upon the comparifon with Ardra, this country is not populous. The
towns are widely dillant from each other, as well thofe near the river as farther in-

land.

There are at prefent three principal towns where we trade, and whither all the neigh-

bouring in-land Negroes refort, efpecially when we have caft anchor there.

The firft of thefe villages is Boededoe, containing about fifty houfes or cottages,

built with reed and leaves. It is governed by a viceroy, and fome grandees appointed

by him, who, under the King, and in his name, govern the whole diftridb of land ; but

their authority doth not extend beyond things of fmall importance, as civil caufes and

the raifing taxes for the King ; but if any thing confiderable happens, or any capital

crime is committed, they are not permitted to decide it, but muft fend to court and

wait their orders.

Arebo, the fecond village, which is fituate much farther up the river, is a fine large

oblong town, indifferently well furniffied with houfes and people. The houfes are

much larger than at Boededoe, though built in the fame manner. This place, and its

dependant country is, as well as the former, governed by a viceroy.

Some years part here were two lodges, or faftories, one of which belonged to the

Englilh, and the other to our Company ; each of them had their particular faclors and

truftees, called in Portuguefe Mercadors and Fiadors ; the laft of which are here but

a fon of brokers: but the Englilh not having traded here for many years, their

lodge is fallen down and demolifhed, and their faftors and brokers incorporated with

ours.

Agatton, the third village, was formerly a confiderable trading-place, but hath fuf-

fered fo much by the wars, that it lies in a manner wafte at prefent. It is fituate on a

fmall hill in the river, juft joined to the firm land.

The remaining ruins difcover it to have been a very large village, much more

agreeable and healthful than the others are, for which reafon the Negroes employ their

utmoft diligence in the re-building of it. It is environed with all forts of fruit-trees.

6 Hereabouts

I
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Hereabouts are feveral fmall villages, whofe inhabitants come hither at every con-

fiderable market, which is held here for five days. A day's journey by land from
Agatton, is the city or village of Great Benin, the refident of the King : but more of
this hereafter.

I muft not here omit a certain village, where we formerly traded, which is called

Meiborg, probably borrowing its name from that of one of our factors.

Several years pad our Company had a confiderable ficlory and fome fervants here.

Their lalt faftor here was N. Beeldfnyder, who made himfelf to be hated by the natives,

by reafon of his brutality. Befides which, he cafl: a lafcivious eye on one of the Ne-
gro governor's wives, which he raviflicd, and thereby fo enraged her injured hulband,

that he refolved to take his utmofl fatisfaftion of Beeldfnyder, and came againfl: him
with a party of armed men, defigning to have his life, but he defending himfelf in his

fliglit, narrowly cfcaped on board one of our fliips, which then lay there, but was withal

dAngeroufly wounded. He was no fooner come on board, than he failed out of the

fight of his purfuers, but one of his wounds proved fo fatal, that, thi-ough the unlkil-

fulnefs of the furgeon, he died of it.

Mr. N. N., who was then the Company's direftor-general on the coafl:, and was not
fully informed of the merits of the caufe, did not let his death pafs unrevenged, but
immediately fent a yacht, reinforced with Elmina foldiers to Benin, with flrict orders

to take the utmoft revenge for the murder or maflacre, as it was termed. I'hefe fol-

diers fo rigoroufly executed, or perhaps ftretched their commiffion, that they killed or

took prifoners every perfon of the village that could not make their cfcape.

The King of Great Benin being informed of this, and the author of the maffacre,

was not content with the revenge which our direcflor had taken, but commanded the

perfon, who was the occafioncr of the maffacre, to come to him ; and though he had
defended the honour of his family, and was confequently very cxcufable, yet the King
caufed him and his whole race, to the third and fourth generation, to be cut to pieces

;

which cruelty was executed, in order to juilify himfelf, not only with refpect to the

adlion, but alfo the very knowledge of it.

The dead corpfes of thefe miferablc wretches were thrown upon the dunghill as a

fpeclacle, to be devoured by the wild beafts ; and their houfes were razed to the ground,
with iintt orders, that they (liould never be re-built. We, finding the King fo zea-

loufly interefled for us, have ever fince continued our trade there.

'l"he inhabitants of Great Benin are generally good-natured and very civil, from
whom it is eafy to obtain whatever we defire by foft means : if we make them liberal

prefcnts, they will endeavour to recompenfe them doubly ; and if we want any thing,

and aik it of them, they very feldom deny us, though they have occafion for it them-
felves. But they are fo far in the right, to expeft that their courtefy Ihould be repaid

with civility, and not with arrogance and rudenefs j for. to think of forcing any thing

from them, is to difpute witli the moon.
They are very prompt in bufincfe, and will not fufFer any of their antient cuftoms

to be abolilhcd ; in which, if we comply with them, they are very eafy to deal with,

and will not be wanting in any thing on their part requifite to a good agreement. But
what is word; of all, is, that they are very tedious in dealing : many times they have a

itock of elephants' teeth by them, which we are generally eight or ten days before we
can agree with them for ; but this is managed with fo many ceremonious civilities, that

it is impoflible to be angry with them. Another inconvenience which really defcrves

complaint, is, that, at our arrival here, we are obliged to truft them with goods to make
Panes or cloaths of; for the payment of which we frequently ftay fo Jong, that by

VOL. XVI. 3 X reafon
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reafon of the advancement of the feafon, the confumption of our provifions,. and the

ficknefs and mortality of our men, we are obliged to depart without our money : but

on the other hand, the next time we come hither, we are fure to be honeftly paid

the whole.

The perfons which treat with us on their behalf, are fuch as are thereto appointed by
the government, and are called by the above-mentioned names of Mercadors and Fia-

dors; and thefe are the only merchants with which we deal: this cuftom having

obtained, by reafon that thefe fadors can fpeak a miferable fort of Portuguefe, which
qualifies them to talk with us. This is their only excellency, without which they

would be looked on as the very fcum of their countrymen, and not thought worthy a

nameamongft them.

At our arrival here, we are obliged to pay foine forts of cuftoms to thefe brokers and

the governors, which are fo inconfiderable, that they arc hardly worth mentioning.

The natives here feem very civil to each other, and omit no opportunity of offering

their mutual fervices ; but this is bare compliment ; for they will not truft one another,

but are jealoufly prudent, and very referved, efpecially in the management of their

trade, which they difpatch with utmofl fecrefy, out of fear of being reprefented as great

traders to their governors, who, upon fuch a difcovery, would certainly accufe them
of fon/e crime or other, in order to poffefs themfelves, though never fo unjuftly, of the

effefts of thefe rich merchants. And here, as well as every where elfe, it is eafy to find

a flick to beat a dog withal : wherefore thofe who are out of power, and have no
fhare in the government, always pretend to be poorer than they really are, in order

to efcape the rapacious hands of their fuperiors. This obliges them all to a cunning

fort of mutual civility, in order to avoid accufers ; and their profellions are very rarely

fincere, but only feigned.

I have obferved here three flates, befides the King, which governs abfolutely, his

will being a law and bridle to his fubjeds, which none of them dare oppofe.

Next him, the firft and highefl ftate is compofed of three perfons, called here great

lords, or great men, which are always near the King's perfon ; and any perfon that

wants to apply to His Majefly, is obliged firfl to addrefs himfelf to them, and they

undertake to acquaint him with it, and return his anfwer. But they are fure to inform

him only of what they pleafe themfelves, and confequently in the King's name, they aft

as they think fit ; fo that in reality the whole government depends folely on them

;

which may the more eafily happen, becaufe, except a very few, no perfons are admitted

into the King's prefence, much lefs allowed to fpeak with him.

The fecond flate or rank is compofed of thofe which are here called Are de Roe, or

Street Kings ; fome of which prefide over the commonalty, and others over the flaves
;

fome over military affairs, others over the affairs relating to cattle and the fruits of the

earth, &c. And indeed here is a particular fupervifor over every thing that can be
thought of.

Out of the number of thefe Are de Roes, are chofen the viceroys and governors of

the countries which are fubjecl to the King. Thefe are all under the command of,

and refponfible to, the three great men on ail occafions. They obtain thefe honourable

^
ports by the recommendation of thefe three lords ; and the King, as an enfign of this

honour, prefents each of them with a firing of coral, that being equivalent to the arms
of an order of knighthood. This firing they are obliged to wear continually about their

necks, without ever daring to put it offon any account whatever ; for if they are fo unhappy
as to lofe it, or carelefsly fuffer it to be flolen, they are ;^y^?<f7oirrcprievably condemned
to die. For the confirmation of which I can give you two inftances, to one of which

I was
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1 was witnefs ; viz. a Negro, who, through inadvertency, had fufFcred this chain to

be flolen from him, and without delay was executed, as was alfo the other who acknow-
ledged iiimfelf guilty of the faid robbery, befides three more which were privy to it, and
did not timely difcover it. Thus five men were put to death for a chain of coral, that

was not intrinfically worth two-pence.

The fecond inftance happened about the year 1700, and was fomcwhat more extra*

ordinary. At that time there lay near me, before the village of Boedodoe, two Portu-

guefe fiiips or barks, one of which departed before us, but the other was obliged to

ftay a month or two after me, in order to get in his debts ; which coming in very flowly^

the captain refolved to caufe a Fiador, that was his greateft debtor, to be arrefted in

his fhip ; but when he attempted it, the other refifted, and endeavoured to efcape :

and during the fcuffle with thefailors, the pilot caught hold of his chain of coral, broke
it in pieces and threw it overboard ; which fo difpirited the Fiador, that he let go his

hold and furrendcred himfelf immediately. But fome time after, finding the pilot

afleep, and having gotten a blundcrbufs, he fliot him through the head ; and thus

obliged him to exchange his natural for a more lading flecp, with w Inch the Negro was
not yet fatit:fied, but afterwards wounded the dead body in feveral places, and then

threw away his knife, adding, that he had now taken his revenge, and that it was per-

fedly indiflerent to him what they did to him :
" For," continues he, " when my

coral was thrown overboard, I was a dead man ; and at prefent I am in the fame con-

dition." The Portuguefe did not venture to punifh him, but delivered him to the

governor of the place, who difpatched him to the King ; and the bark departing. His
Majelty committed him to clofe prifon, in order to punifh him very feverely in the pre-

fence of the next Portuguefe that lliould come thither. This very year I faw the

Negro ; and jufl upon my departure, two Portuguefe fliips came with orders to demand
juftice for their murdered pilot ; how they fucceeded I cannot fay, becaufe I left that

place immediately after ; but that it cofl the Negro his life is undeniable.

The King keeps thefe corals in his own pofl'eliion, and the counterfeiting, or having

any of them in poileiTion without his grant, is puniflied with death. They are made
of a fort of pale red codile earth or ftone, and very well glazed, and are very like

fpeckled red marble.

From the lalt relation it is eafy to infer, that the Fiadors are the third rank or flate

of this country ; for no perfon is permitted to wear this coral, unlefs honoured by the

King with fome pofl ; fmce, as I have already told you, they can have it only from
the King,

Befides the Fiadors, under the fame rank are alfo reckoned the Mercadors, or mer-

chants; FuUadors, or interccflbrs ; the Veilles, or elders; all which are diftinguifhcd

by the above-mentioned mark of honour.

And befides thefe three, I know of no other offices or dignities ; wherefore the com-
monalty take place next ; very few of which arc laborious or induflrious, unlefs it be

thofe who are wretchedly poor : the others laying the whole burthen of their work on
their wives and flaves, whether it be tilling the ground, fpinning of cotton, weaving of

cloaths, or any other handicraft ; whilfl they, if they have but the leaft flock, apply

themfelves to merchandize alone. Here are very few manual arts, befides weaving,

praftifed or underflood. The chief workmen here are eitlier finiths, carpenters or

leather-drefTeis ; but all their workmanfliip is fo very clumfy, that a boy that has been

but one month learning in F.urope would out-do them.

The inhabitants of this country, if poffelfed of any riches, eat and drink very well ;

that is to fay, of the befl. The common diet of the rich is beef, mutton or cliickcns,

3x2 and
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and Jammes for their bread, which, after they have boiled, they beat very fine, in order

to make cakes of it. They frequently treat one another, and impart a portion of their

fuperfluity to the neceffitous.

The meaner fort content themfelves with fmoked or dried fifli ; which, if falted, is

very like what we in Europe call Raf and Reekel. Their bread is alfo Jammes, bana-

"fiJis and beans •, they drink water, and Pardon-wine, which is none of the beft. The
richer fort drink water and brandy, when they can get it.

" The King, the great lords, and every governor who is but indifferently rich, fubfift

feveral poor at their place of refidence on their chanty, employing thofe who are fit

for any work, in order to help them to a maintenance ; and the reft they keep for

God's fake, and to obtain the character of being charitable ; fo that here are no beg-

gars. And this neceflary care fucceeds fo well, that we do not fee many remarkably

poor amongfl them.

They are very liberal in all mutual prcfents of all forts of goods, and they give the

Europeans prodigious quantities of refrefliing provifions, and more than they really

want ; nay, fome in this particular give beyond their ability, only in order to acquire

a good reputation amongfl; flirangers.

The habit of the Negroes here is neat, ornamental, and much more magnificent

than that of the Negroes of the Gold Coafl. The rich amongfl; them wear firfl; a white

calico or cotton cloth about- one yard long, and half fo broad, which ferves them as

drawers ; over that they wear a finer white cotton drefs, that is commonly about fix-

teen or twenty yards long, which they very ornamentally plait in the middle, carting

over 'it a fcarf of about a yard long and two fpans broad, the end of which is adorned with

fringe or lace, which is fomewhat like the female Negroes on the Gold Coafl : the upper

part of their body is moflly naked. Thefe are the cloaths in which they appear abroad
;

but at home they wear only a coarfe Paan inflead of drawers, covered with a great

painted cloth woven here, which they wear like a cloak. The mean fort go thus

cloathed, but the fl;uff they wear is much coarfer ;, and as to fine or coarfe, each per-

fon is governed by his circumftances.

The wives of the great lords wear calico Paans woven in this country, which are

very fine, and very beautifully chequered with feveral colours. Thefe Paans or cloaths

are not very long, and are buckled together like thofe which are worn at Fida, but

with this difference, that as the Fidafe Paan is open before, this on the contrary is open

behind, or on one fide, and covered before. The upper part of their body is covered

with a beautiful cloth of about -a yard long, inflead of a veil, like that which the women
wear on the Gold Coafl:. Their necks are adorned with necklaces of coral, very agree-

ably difpofed or plaited. Their arms are dreffed up with bright copper or iron arm-

rings ; as are alfo the legs of fome of them, and their fingers are as thickly crouded

with copper rings as they can pofhbly wear them. Thus let out, fir, they look pretty

tolerable, and may pafs for fuch for want of better.

The meaner fort of women as well as the men of the fame condition, differ from the

rich only in the goodnefs ..f their cloaths.

Almoil all the children go naked ; the boys till they are ten or twelve years old,

and the girls till nature difcovcrs their maturity ; till then they wear nothing but fome
firings of coral twifted about their middles, which is not fufiicient to hide their nudities.

The men do not curl or adorn their hair, but content themfelves with letting it grow
in its natural pofture, except buckling it in two or three places in order to hang a great

coral to it. But the women's hair is very artificially turned up into great and fmall

buckles, and divided on the crown of the head, like a cock's comb inverted ; by which

means
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means the fmall curls are placed in exad order. Some divide their hair into twenty or

more plaits or curls, according as it hapjiens to be either thick or thin. Some oil it

with the oil which they roafl out of the kernels of oil-nuts, by which means it tofes its

black colour, and in procefs of lime, turns to a fort of green or yellow, that they are

very fond of; notwithftanding which, in my opinion, it looks hideoufly.

The men here marry as many women as their circumllances will allow them to

keep. They have fcarctly any, or at molt very few marriage ceremonies amongft either

poor or rich ; except only that one treats the bride's friends more fplendidly than the

other. Their marriages are commonly made in the following manner : if a man like

a virgin, he difcovers his paflion to one of the mofl confiderable amongll his relations,

who repairs to her houfe, and alks her of her relations, who, if flie is not before pro-

mifed, feldom deny his requcft ; the confent then of the relations or parents thus ob-

tained, the match goes on, and the bridegroom cloaths his future bride with a rich fuit

of cloaths, necklaces, and bracelets ; and after having handfomely treated the relations

on both fides, the wedding is ended without any farther ceremony. The treat I now
fpeak of, is not performed at the houfe of the bridegroom, or indeed any other, but

the vicluals and drink are dreilcd and prepared, and each hath his part fent home.
The Negroes are very jealous of their wives with their own countrymen, but not in

the leaft with refpecl to us ; for they are very little concerned at our convcrfin^;- with

their wives, whether we rally, fit, or lie by them, provided we keep within the

bounds of modefly ; nay, they have entertained fo good an opinion of us, that when
we vifit them, it their aifairs call them away, they not only leave us alone with, but

recommend us to their wives for diverfion, whillf they are out ; but no male Negro is

allowed to come near the women's apartment, which is a cuflom very flridiy obfervcd

by them.

All the difference betwixt the wives of the great and thofe of the meaner fort is, that

the latter go every where, where their work obliges them ; but the former are almoft

always fliut up very clofe, to obviate all occafions of tranfgrefhon.

If a man be in his own houfe, accompanied by fotne of his wives, and receives a

vifit from any ot his acquaintance, the wives immediately retire to another part of the

houfe, that they may not be fcen ; but if the vifitants are Europeans, they continue

with their hufbands, by reafon it is their defire, whom they ufe all arts to pleafe, be-

caufe their happinefs depends on them, for the men are here abfolute mailers of their

wives.

Adultery is here punifhed three feveral ways : firft, amongfl; the commonalty, in the

following manner : if any of them is fufpicious of the levity of any of his wives, he

tries all poffible means to furprife her in the fad, without which he cannot punilh her
;

but if he fucceeds in his endeavours, he is thereby lawfully entitled to all the cffeds of

her paramour, whether confifiing in flaves, Bocfies (their money), elephants' teeth,

or any other mercantile commodity ; all which he may immediately feize and perfedlv

ufe, occupy, and enjoy as his own. The oflending wife is punifhed very heartily wiili

a cudgel, and driven out of his houfe to feck her fortune ; but no perfon being very

fond of marrying her after this, {lie retires to another place, where file paffes for a

widow, by way of aiming at another hulband ; or elfe ftrives to fubfilt her?';!i by a trade

not very diflicult (for her at leall) to learn.

Thus far extends the poor man's fatisfadlon ; the rich revenge themfelves much the

fame way ; but the woman's relations, to avoid the fcandal which might thereby accrue

to thfir family, reconcile the offended hulband with a good fum of money, and thereby

prevail upon him to admit her to grace, which they generally doj and then the thus

atoned
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atoned adultrefs pafles for as virtuous a woman as before her crime, and is alfo for

the future treated with all matrimonial endearments in her turn, as well as his other

wives.

The governors punifh adulterers more feverely ; for if they furprife any debauching

their wives, they kill both them and their paramours on the very fpot where they com-
mitted the crime, and throw their dead bodies on the dunghill, to be expofed as a prey

to wild beads.

Thefe fevere punilhments of adultery amongft all ranks of people deter men from
jneddling with other's wives fo much, that this crime is very feldom committed here.

The Negroes are very libidinous, which they afcribe to their pardon-wine and good
•eating.

The pregnant wife is not allowed even the matrimonial careffes of her hufband, till

fhe is delivered ; after which, if a male infant, it is prefented to the King, as properly

and of right belonging to him ; and hence all the males of the land are called the

King's flaves ; but the females belong to the father, and live with him, according to

his pleafure, till they are of age j after which he marries them, when and to whom
he pleafes.

Eight or fourteen days, or fometlmes longer, after the birth of their children, both

males and females are circumcifed ; the former are hereby bereft of their prepuce, and

the latter of a fmall portion of their Clitoris : befides which, they make fmall iuclfions

all over the bodies of the Infants, in a fort of regular manner, exprefling fome figures

thereby ; but the females are more adorned with thefe ornaments than the males, and

each at pleafure of their parents.

You may eafily guefs that this mangling the bodies of thefe tender creatures mufl be

very painful ; but fmce it is the flilhion here, and is thought very ornamental, it is

pradllfed by every-body.

When the child is feven days old, the parents make a fmall feaft, imagining that the

infant is pail: its greatefl dangers ; and in order to prevent the evil fplrlts from doing it

any mifchlef, they rtrew all the ways with dreffed victuals to appeafe them.

If a woman bear two children at a birth, it is believed to be a good omen, and the

King is immediately informed thereof, who caufes public joy to be exprefled with all

forts of tlieir mufic. The father, imagining it too heavy a taik for the woman to

fuckle both the children, fearches out a wet-nurfe, whofe child Is dead, whom he per-

fuades, by the force of money or good words, to nurfe one of his children.

In all parts of the Benin territories, twin-births are efleemed good omens, except at

Arebo, where they are of the contrary opinion, and treat the twin-bearing women very

- barbaroufly, for they actually kill both mother and infants, and facrilice them to a

certain devil, which they fondly imagine harbours in a wood near the village. But if

the man happens to be more than ordinarily tender, he generally buys off his wife, by
facrlficing a female-flave in her place ; but the children are, without pofTibillty of re-

demption, obliged to be made the fatlsfaftory offerings which this favage law requires.

In the year 1699, a merchant's wife, commonly called EUaroe or Mof, lay in of

two children, and her hufband redeemed her with a flave, but facrificed his children.

After which, I had frequent opportunities of feeing and talking with the difconfolate

mother, who never could fee an infant without a very melancholy refledlon on the

fate of her own, which always extorted briny tears from her.

The following year, the hke event happened to a priefl's wife : fhe was delivered

of two children, which, with a flave inflead of his wife, he was obliged to kill and

facrifice with his own hands, by reafon of his facerdotal fundion ; and exadly one year

it after,
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after, as though it had been a punifhment inflifted from heaven, the fame woman
was, the fecond time, delivered of two children ; but how the prieft managed himfelf
on this occafion, I have not been informed, but am apt to think that this poor woman
was forced to atone her fertility by death.

Thefe difmal events have, in procefs of time, made fuch imprefTions on the men,
that when the time of their wives' delivery approaches, they fend them to another
country ; which makes me believe, that for the future, they will corre'cl thefe inhu-
manities.

The wood before-mentioned, in which the devil is fuppofed to lurk, is by them
efteemed fo facred, that they never permit a foreign Negro, or any of his wives, to

enter it. If any perfon accidentally happen on a path which leads to this wood, he is

obliged to go to the end of it, without returning before he comes there : and they are
firmly perfuaded, that if this law be violated, or that of offering the children and
mother, or at leafl: a female-flave in her place, the land will be infefted with fome fevere

plague. NotwithRanding all which, I have frequently gone a fliooting in this wood,
and to ridicule their credulity, defignedly turned before I had gone half to the end of
the path ; by which means I not a little flaggered the faith of fome who faw that my
boldnefs was not attended with any ill conl'equences. But the roguiili priefts were
immediately ready at hand, with an exception, wliich was, that I being a white man,
their god, or rather devil, did not trouble his head with me ; but if a Negro fhould
prefume to do fo, the danger would foon appear.

The multiplication of mankind goes forwartl very fuccefsfully here ; which is not
very hard to believe, fmce the women are not barren, and the men vigorous ; befides

which, they have the advantage of a choice out of their great number of wives ; of
which, for their encouragement, the fruitful woman is highly valued, whilfl the barren
is defpifed.

Menftruous women are here deemed fo unclean, that they are not permitted fo much
as to enter their huibands' houfes, or to touch any thing either to ds-efs the domcftic

diet or clean the houfe, or indeed on any other account ; nor are they permitted fo

much as to look into, much lefs enter feveral houfes, but during this natural unclcan-

nefs, are obliged to refide in a feparate houfe, though, as foon as that is over and they

have wafhed themfelves, they are relfored to their former ftate. If they are aiked who
firft taught them circumcifion, and to believe menflruous women unclean ; they reply-

that they do not themfelves know, but that thofe culloms are traditionally handed to

them by their anceflors : and this is the common anfwer of all the Blacks.

The Negroes of this country do not fecm fo much afraid of death as in other lands.

They are not uneafy at the naming of it, and afcribe the length or brevity of life to

their gods. Notwithflanding which they are very zealous in the ufe of thofe means
which are thought proper for the prolongation of life : for if they fall fick, the firfl

refuge is the prieft, who here, as well as on the Gold Coalt, acfts the dodor. He
firft adminifters green herbs ; which proving ineffedtual, he hath recourfe to facrifices.

If the patient recovers, the prieft is very much efteemed ; but if not, he is difmilfed,

and another from whom better fuccefs is expeded, is called in.

If thefe facerdotal doctors happen to cure the patient, they are very much reve-

renced ; but the fick perfon is no fooner perfeftly recovered, than they are difcharged

without any refpeQ : fo that if the priefts here have no other dependance, they are gene-
rally poor ; becaufe each particular perfon ofters his own facrifices, and performs the

fervice of his idols without giving them any manner of trouble.

When
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When any perfon dies, the corpfe is waflied an-d cleanfed ; and if a native of the cit/

of Benin happens to die at a very diilant place, the body is perfectly dried up over a

gentle fire, and put into a coffin vvhofe planks are clofely joined with glue, and brought

with the firfl: opportunity to the mentioned city in order to be buried. But fometimes

a convenient conveyance does not offer itfelf in feveral years ; wherefore the dead corpfe

is thus lon<T kept above ground, as I have feen feveral in my time at Arebo.

The nearefl relations, wives, and ilaves go into mourning on account of the dead

perfon : fome fliave their hair, others their beards, or half their heads, &c. The public

mourning commonly lafts fourteen days. Their lamentations and cries are accommodated

to the tunes of feveral mufical inftruments, though with large intermediate flops ; dur-

ing which they drink very plentifully. And when the funeral is over each perfon re-

tires to his own houfe, and the nearefl: relations which continue in mourning, bewail the

dead in this manner for feveral months.

The right of inheritance devolves in the following manner :— When any perfon of

condition dies, the eldeft fon is fole heir, but is obliged to prefcnt a flave by way of

heriot to the King, and another to the three great lords, with a petition that he may
fucceed his father in the fame quality ; which the King accordingly grants, and he is

declared the lawful heir of all his father hath left behind him. He beflovvs no more

on his younger brothers than what out of his bounty he pleafes : but if his mother be

alive, he allows her a creditable maintenance proportioned to her condition, and

allows her befides to keep whatever flie hath gotten from his father. His father's other

widows, efpecially thofe which have not had any children, the fon takes home if he

likes them, and ufes as his own ; but thofe which he doth not like, he alfo takes them

home with their children, and fets them to work in order to fubfifl; them the more
creditably ; but entertains no matrimonial converfation with them. Of this laft fort,

here are as great numbers as of proftitutes in other countries. If the deceafed leaves

no children, the brother inherits his efle6f s ; and in cafe of deficiency of fuch heir, the

next akin. But if no lawful heir appears, the King inherits.

The government of this country is principally veiled in the King and the three men-

tioned great lords : the firfl is nominal governor, and the laft are really fo. Each pro-

vince hath its particular governor, all which depend on thefe three chief fprings, without

whofe confent they dare not aft.

The crimes here committed are punifhed in the following manner :— Thievery is not

rife here, thefe Negroes not being of the fame pilfering nature as at other places

;

however, if the thief is taken in the faft, he is obliged to reftitution of the ftolen

goods, and befides puniflied by a pecuniary mulct ; hut if he is poor, after reftitution

of the ftolen goods, if in his power, he is very well beaten. But if the robbery be

done upon any of the government, it is puniflied with death: in the mean-time as 1

have already hinted, this crime fo feldom occurs, that examples are very rare. Murder
is a crime that happens here yet more feldom than the former. Whoever kills a

man is puniflied with death ; but if the murthei-er happen to be the King's fon, or fome
other confiderable perfon, he is banifhed to the utmoft borders of the King's territories,

to which he is conveyed under a very ftrong guard ; but none of thefe banifhed per-

fons being ever iieard of, the Negroes take it for granted, that their guard condud
them to the Elyfian fields. If any perfon with his fift, or otherwife accidentally and

undefignedly, kill another, and the dead perfon did not bleed, and his death doth not

feem violent ; the offender may then purchafe his life, by firft burying the dead cre-

ditably at his own charges, and afterwards producing a flave to fuffer in his ftead.

This ilave doomed to a reconciling offering, he is obliged to touch on his knees with

8t hi«
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his forehead as he is killed, after which he is obliged to pay a large fum to the great

lords ; and this performed, he obtains his freedom j and the friends of the deceafed are

obliged to reft fatisfied with this.

I have already informed you of the punifhnient of adultery ; whatever other crimes

are committed, they are atoneable with money : and the fine is proportioned to the

offence. And he that hath no money, mufl fatisfy the fine by a corporal punifhnient
j

fo that where effedls are deficient, the body mufi make good the fine.

In cafe of accufations which are not clearly proved, the accufed is obliged to purge
himfelf by trial, which is praftifed five feveral ways, four of which take place in flight

offences and civil caufes, and the fifth in capital and high crimes, as high treafon, or

all crimes of fo deep a dye : this laft trial is only allowed to be taken by confiderable

perfons, and that too by the King's efpecial order.

The firfl fort of purgation is managed in the following manner :— The accufed are

carried to the priefl, who greafes a cock's feather, and therewith pierces the tongue

of the accufed ; if it pafles eafily through, it is a fign the man is innocent, and the

wound made by the quill will foon clofe and heal up without any pain : but, on the

other fide, if he is guilty, the quill remains flicking in his tongue, and he is accord-

ingly pronounced guilty.

The fecond trial of innocence is praftifed in the following manner : — The prieft

takes an oblong clot of earth, in which he flicks feven or nine cock's quills, which
the fufpecled perfon is obliged to draw out fuccefTively ; and if they come out eafily,

it is a fign of iimocence ; but if not, the prifoner is convicled of the crimes alledged

againft him.

The third proof is made by fpurting a certain juice of green herbs into the eyes of

the accufed perfon ; which, if it happen to do him no hurt, he is thought innocent

;

but if his eyes become thereby red and inflamed, he is obliged to pay the fine laid

on him.

For the fourth trial the priefl flrokes the prifoner three times over the tongue with

a red-hot copper arm-ring, and from his being hurt or not hurt thereby, they pronounce

judgment.

I have feen all thefe four trials made ; but all the accufed were declared guilty, and
not without reafon ; for it would be flrange indeed, if red-hot copper fhould not burn

the tongue. The fifth and lafl proof, which doth not happen once in twenty years, I

never faw, and confequently have it only by hear-fay.

If any perfon is accufed of a very great crime, of which he is defirous to clear him-

felf by oath, the King's leave being firfl afked and obtained, the accufcr is brought to

a certain river, to which is afcribed the flrange quality of gently wafting every innocent

perfon plunged therein to land, though never fo unfkilled in the art of fwimming

;

and on the other fide to fink the guilty to-the bottom, though never fo good fwimmers

;

by which means, if he endeavours to help himfelf out, it would be in vain, and only

render his death the more painful. The water (being very calm), immediately upon a

guilty perfon's being thrown in, grows and continues as turbulent as a whirl-pool, till

the criminal is gotten to the bottom, when, as though perfeftly fatisfied, it returns to

its former tranquillity. What think you, fir, fhould you rely on this weak proof? I

believe not ; for my part I fliould not ; for I fhould, though never fo innocent, be
very much afraid, if not a fkilful fwimmer, that my innocence would not fave me from
irrecoverably finking to the bottom ; and I believe there are feveral of my mind.

The fines charged on thefe crimes are divided as follows : — Firfl, the perfon injured

by thievery, or any other crime, is fatisfied out of it ; then the governor hath his part j
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smd lad of all the before-mentioned great lords have alfo their /hare : for the King,

whofe ear it never reaches, hath no part thereof. If the three lords arc contented with

what is fent them, it is well ; but they frequently fend them back to the governors or

viceroys, and in the King's name inform them, that the fines are too fmall, and con-

fequently that they have not deported themfelves in that affair according to their duty,

giving them alfo to underftand what they ought to have done. Thofe to whom thefe

orders are fent, though rliey very well know that the King never intermeddles in thefe

affairs, but that it is only the pleafure of the lords, are notwithftanding obliged to a

ftrift obedience, and generally fend double the fum they require, otherwife the lords

would not fail to take an opportunity of revenging their contempt by fome ill office

or other.

Before I fpeak of their religion, I fhall employ a few lines in the defcription of their

mufical inftruments, which chiefly confift in large and fmall drums, not very different

from thofe of the Gold Coaft. They are fhaped like them, covered with leather or

Ikins, and beaten in the fame manner as they are. Befides thefe drums, they have a

fort of iron bells on which they play, alfo Callebaffes hung round with Boefies, which

ferve them inftead of Caftagnettes ; all which together, afford a very difagreeable and

jarring found.

Befides thefe, they have alfo an inftrument which will needs be called a harp ; it is

ftrung with fix or feven extended reeds, upon which they play very artfully, and fing

fo finely, and dance fo juftly to the tune, that it is very agreeably diverting to fee it.

Thefe are indeed the bed dancers I ever faw amongfl the Negroes. The natives of

Axim, in their annual feaft, when they drive out the devil, have much fuch a dance^

though neither fo fine, nor near fo diverting as this.

The natives here are not at all addifted to gaming. Here are no other games than

thofe played with beans, and that only for diverfion and paftime ; but never for money.

Their religion is fo abfurd and perplexed, that I fcarce know how to defcribe it ; but

however, to begin as well as I can.

They piofefs to worfliip both gods and devils, in human and brutal images, fome

of which are elephants' teeth, claws, dead men's heads, and fkeletons, Sec. Alfo they

take every thing which feems extraordinary in nature for a god, and make offerings to

him ; and each is his own pried, in order to worfhip his gods in what manner pleafes

him bed.

It is really the more to be lamented, that the Negroes idolize fuch worth lefs nothings,

by reafon that feveral amongd them have no very unjud idea of the deity ; for they

aicribe to God the attributes of omniprefcnce, omnipotence, omnifcience and invifi-

bility ; befides which, they believe that he governs all things by his providence. By
reafon God is invifible, they fay, it would be abfurd to make any corporeal reprefen-

tations of him, for it is impoffible to make an/ image of what we never faw : wherefore

they haveTuch multitudes of images of their idol gods, which they take to be fubordi-

nate deities to the Supreme God, without confidering what fort of trifles they are, and

only believe there are mediators betwixt God and men, which they take to be their

idols. They know enough of the devil to call all that is ill by that name, and believe

themfelvfes obliged to worfliip and ferve him, to prevent his mifchieving them. The
devil is not reprefented by any particular image, or didinguiflied from their idols any

otherwife than in their intention only ; for, to the very fame image they one time make
offerings to God, and at another, to the devil ; fo that one image ferves them in the

two capacities of god and devil.

They
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They talk very much concerning the apparition of the ghofts of their deceafed an-

cellors or relations, which yet happens only to them in their fleep, when they come and
warn them to make this or that offering ; which, as foon as day approaches, thev

immediately do ; if they are unable, they will, rather than fail iii this duty, borrow of

others ; for they imagine that the negleft hereof would draw on them fome heavy
alllitlion. If any perfon in raillery tells them they are only idle imaginations and dreams,

thefe will agree with them ; but add, it is a cuftom of our forefathers which we are

obliged to follow. No other anfwer is to be obtained from them.

Their daily offerings are not of great value, conlifling only of a few boiled Jammes
mixed with oil, which they lay before the images of their gods. Sometimes they offer

a cock ; but then the idol hath only the blood, becaufe they like the flefli very well

themfelves.

The great men make annual facrifices, which are performed in great ftate, and prove
very expenfivc ; not only by reafon of their killing great multitudes of cows-, fheep,

and all forts of cattle, but becaufe that, befides, they give a folenm feaff, making their

friends very merry for feveral days fucccffively, and withal make them prefents.

The feat of blifs or torment in the future life, they imagine to be the fea. They
call the fliadow of a man, Pafl'adoor, or conductor ; which they believe fliall teftify

whether he hath lived well or ill ; if well, he is railed to great dignity in the mentioned
place ; but if ill, he is to perifh with hunger and poverty ; fo that they fend the happy
and the damned to the fame place.

Their falfe gods, or the trafli which reprefents them, arc fpread all over their houfes,

and no place is free from them. Befides which, there arc alfo feveral fmall huts eroded
without the houfe, which are likcwife fdled with them, and whither they fometimes go
to facrifice.

To conclude their ridiculous religion, I fliall add a fmall account of their feffivals,

of which they have fo many, and different ones, that they ought not to give place to

the Romanilts. Their great feaff, called the Coral-fealt, happens in Mav, at which
the King himfc-lf is prefent. The celebration of this pompous fcitival, 1 this year faw
at Benin. But of this more at large in the deicription of that city.

Their Sabbath happens every fitth^day, which is very folemidy obfervcd bv the "reat
with the ffaughter of cows, flieep, and goats ; whilft the commonalty kill dogs, cats,

and chickens, or whatever their money will reach to. And of whatever is killed,

large portions are diflributed to the neceflitous, in order to enable them, as every per-
fon is obliged, to celebrate this feftival.

One day in the year they alfo very expenfively celebrate the deceafe of their anceftors
or relations, in order to keep up the remembrance of them.

^ They divide time into years, months, weeks, and days ; each of which is diftinguiflied

by a particular name, and they reckon fourteen months to a year.

Believing that I have laid enough of their idolatrous worfliij), it is time to vary the
fubject. 1 cannot fay much of tlieir wars ; for notwithllanding that they are con-
tinually fallen on by the pirates or robbers, and their neighbours not Aibjed to the
K.ing of Benin, they yet are ignorant of the art of war ; ior, being by neceflity drawn
into the lield, their condud is fo very confufed, that they themfelves are aHiamed of
it. They have no officers or commanders, and each man takes his own courle, with-
out regarding his neighbour. They are fo very cowardly, that nothing but the utmoil
neceility can oblige them to light ; and even then they iiad much rather fuller the great-
ell luii'es than defend themfelves : when their llight is prevented, they return upon the

3^2 cnemv.
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enemy, but with fo little courage or condudl, that they foon fling down their arms,
and either run away or furrender themfelves.

Their weapons are cutlafles or hangers, fmall poniards, Aflaguays, together with
bows and arrows, the latter of which are poifoned. They have alfo fhields, but fo

light, and made of fmall bamboos, that they cannot ward off any thing that is forcible

;

wherefore they are rather ornamental, than really ferve for defence.

It is now time to treat of the animals of this country. Here is no want of tame
beads, fuch as horfos, cows, fheep, dogs, cats, befides poultry, &c. all which are

equally good and cheap. The cattle here, though very fmall, are yet very good, efpe-

cially thofe parts of them that are eatable with us, which are of a good tafte. As for

the remainder, the dogs and cats, the Negroes evince this truth alfo, for they eat them
rather than any other bealf.

Wild beails, as well voracious as others, are here alfo in great abundance. Among
the fierce kind are reckoned the elephants, and then the lions and tigers. This country

is prodigioufly full of the firft fort ; but I am not very fond of believing there are many
lions or tigers, by reafon 1 have never yet feen one of them, or indeed fo much as one
of their (kins ; whicli may neverthelefs proceed from the great cowardice of the Negroes,

who dare not venture on hunting them, and confequently have none of their hides.

Wild dogs or jackals are reported to be very numerous here ; they alfo tell us here

are monkeys or baboons, which are extraordinarily large, and will attack a body of

men that is not too numerous for them.

Here, as well as on the Gold Coaft, are all forts of apes, befides eatable \vild beafts,

which are here fo abundant, that a good markfman might live on the fport alone.

Their quadrupeds confifh of feveral forts of harts, wild hogs, and others.

Amongll their feathered kind, the principal are pheafants, partridges, both green

and blue, turtle and ring-doves, ducks, crooked-bills, fnipes, divers, water-hens, and

a fort of crown-birds. But by reafon the Negroes neither very much love, nor are

expert in the ufe of fire-arms, feldom any wild beafls or fowl come, to hand, except

they happen to catch them in a net. They fometimes kill harts and wild fwine with

their Allaguays, but very feldom ; and whenever it happens, it is looked upon as fome-

thing rare.

The river, upwards, is not well ftored with filh ; all that they eat here, coming from

a place called Boca de la Mare, or the mouth of the fea, where they are dried and

fmoked, but moft of it not being faked,- talles very ill, and ftinks abominably.

The fruits of the earth are, firfl, corn, or great Milhio ; for they have none of the

fmall fort. The large Milhio is here cheap, but they do not efteem it j wherefore

but little is fowed, which yet yields a prodigious quantity of grain, and grows very

luxuriantly.

They fometimes employ the Ardra women to brew beer with this Milhio, but it

proves dilagreeable and hot.

Here are not many potatoes, but a prodigious abundant plenty of Jammes, which is

alfo their moft ready diet. They eat them with all fort of eatables inftead of bread

;

wherefore they are very careful that this fruit be planted and gathered in its proper

feafon.

Here are two forts of beans, both which are very like horfe-beans ; they are of a hot

difagreeable tafte and unwholfome.

Inever Hiw any rice here, nor do I believe any grows in Benin, though the moraffy

land near the river feems very proper for it.

2 The
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The arboriferous fruits of Benin are two forts of cocoa-nuts, Cormantyn apples, Pa-

quovens, bananas, wild figs and fome others, which are only known here, and are not

extraordinary.

The foil, a little didant from the river, is extraordinarily fruitful ; and whatever is

j)lanted or fowed there, grows very well, and yields a rich crop. But clofe by the river

the land is not good; for though what is fown comes up, yet the contagious damps of

the river kill it.

The inhabitants are very well (killed in making feveral forts of dyes, as green, blue,

black, red, and yellow. The blue they prepare from indigo, which grows here abun-
danilv ; but the remaining colours are extraded from certain trees by fridion and
decoction.

The Negroes here make foap, which is better than any all over Guinea ; and by rea-

fon this wafhes very well, the Negroes' cloaths are very clean. You know it is made
upon the Gold Coafl; with palm oil, banana leaves and the allies of a fort of wood.
The manner of making it here ditlers very little. That a prodigious quantity of cotton-

trees mufl; needs grow here, you may reafonably conjedure, when I tell you, that not

only all the inhabitants are clothed with it, but they annually export thoufands of wo-
ven cloaths to other places.

Thus far have I anfwered you on the heads which you propofed concerning Benin,

lb that I have only two remaining particulars, which are concerning the King's revenue,

and whether any tolls are levied here. As for the firfl: ; the King hath a very rich

income, for his territories are very large and full of governors, and each knows how
many bags of Boefies (the money of this country) he muft annually raife to the King,
which amounts to a vaft fum, which it is impoffible to make any calculation of. Others
of a meaner rank than the former, inftcad of money, deliver to the King, bulls, cows,

Iheep, chickens, Jammes and cloaths, in fliort, whatever he wants for his houfe-keep-

ing ; fo that he is not obliged to one farthing expence on that account, and confequently

he lays up his whole pecuniary revenue untouched.

Duties or tolls on imported and exported wares are not paid here ; but every one
pays a certain fum annually to the governor of the place where he lives, for the liberty

of trading. The viceroy fends part of it to the King ; fo that his revenue being deter-

mined and fettled, he can eafily compute what he hath to expect annually.

The Europeans are here extraordinarily civilly treated ; for the cuftoms which we
are obliged to pay for every fhip to the King, the great lords, the governors of the place

where we trade, the Mercadors and Fiadors, or whatever perfons elfe v>iw have any
demand upon us, do not amount to above fix pounds flerling, for which we become
entirely free to trade.

You alfo defired, that when an opportunity offered to get to the city of Benin, I

fhould give you a particular dcfcription of it. 1 have now twice fuccelfively had the

happincfs to fee that city, which 1 (hall reprefent to you in its prefent (late ; whence you
may judge how far what Dr. Dapper hath faid of it agrees with truth.

Ihe village of Benin, for it at prefent fcarcely deferves the name of a city, is the refi-

dcnce of the great King of Benin, whence the whole land and river alfo borrow their

name. It is fituate about ten miles landwards in from the village of Agatton. The
neighbouring country is flat, as is the village itfelf, which is at leaft about four miles

large. The ftreets are prodigioufly long and broad, in which continual markets are

kept, either of kine, cotton, elephants' teeth, European wares, or in (hort whatever is

to be come at in this country. Thefe markets are kept in the fore and afternoon each

day.

Formerly
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Formerly this village was very thickly and clofely built, and, in a manner, overcharged

with inhiibitants, which is yet vifible from the ruins of half remaining houfes ; but at

prefent the houfes (land like poor men's corn, widely dillant from each other. The
houfes are large and handfome, with clay walls, for here is not a ftone in the whole

country fo big as a man's tift:. They are covered at the top with reeds, draw or leaves.

The architefture is paflable, confulering it in comparifon with Negro buildings, and is

very like the Axim way of building. The inhabitants of this village are all natives, for

foreigners are not permitted to live here.

There are feveral very rich men who live here, and attend continually at court, not

troubling themfelves with either trade or agriculture, or any thing elfe, but leaving all

their affairs to their wives and flaves, who go to all the circumjacent villages to trade

in all forts of merchandizes, or otherwife ferve for daily wages, and are obliged to bring

the greatefl part of their gain in trade or hire to their maflers. All male flaves here are

foreigners, for the natives cannot be fold for flaves, but are all free, and alone bear the

name of the King's flaves : nor is it allowed to export any male flaves that are fold in

this country, for thty muil (lay there; but females may be dealt with at every one's

pleafure.

I have already acquainted you with the employment of the great; but that of the

ordinary citizens is to loiter about whole days, till they hear of any fliips being come

into the river, upon which they go thither to trade with what goods they have in flore

;

and if no Ihips come, they fend their flaves to Rio Lagos, or other places, to buy fifli,

of which they make a very profitable trade farther in-land.

The handicrafts keep to their work, without troubling themfelves with the court or

trade. Others employ themfelves in agriculture, or fome fuch thing, in order to get

their living.

The fl;reets being fo long and wide, as I have faid, are by the women kept very neat

;

for here, as well as in Holland, every woman cleans her own door.

The women here are as much flaves as in any place in this kingdom. They are

obliged to keep the daily markets, look after their houfe-keeping and children, as well

as their kitchens, and till the ground ; in fliort, they have fo much employment, that

they ought not to fit ftill ; notwith (landing which, they difpatch it all very brifl<.ly, and

with a great deal of pleafure. They behave themfelves very obligingly to all, but more

efpecially the Europeans, except the Portuguefe, which they do not like very well ; but

our nation is very much in their favour.

The King's court, which makes a principal part of the city, mufl not be forgotten.

It is upon a very great plain, about which are no houfes, and hath, befides its wide ex-

tent, nothing rare. The firfl place we come into, is a very long gallery, if it mufl: have

that name, which is fuftained by fifty-eight ftrong planks, about twelve foot high, inftead

of pillars ; thefe are neither fawed nor plained, but only hacked out. As foon as we
are paft; this gallery, we come to the mud or earthen wall, which hath three gates, at

each corner one, and another in the middle ; the laft of which is adorned at the top

with a wooden turret, like a chimney, about fixty or feventy foot high. At the top of

all is fixed a large copper fnake, whofe head hangs downward ; this ferpent is very well

cad or carved, and is the fined I have feen in Benin. Entering one of thefe gates, we
come into a plain about a quarter of a mile, almod fquare, and enclofed with a low

wall. Being come to the end of this plain, we meet with fuch another gallery as the

firft, except that it hath neither wall nor turret. Some time fince, this gallery was half

thrown down by thunder, fince which no hand hath been laid to it to rc-buikl it. Thia

gallery hath a gate at each end, and pafling through one of them, a third gallery offera

5 itfelf
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kfclf to view, differing from the former only in that the planks upon which it refts are

human figures; but fo wretchedly carved, that it is hardly poffible to diftinguifh whe-
ther they are mofl like men or beafts, notwithltanding which, my guides were able td

diftinguifh them into merchants, foldiers, wild-bead hunters, &:c. Behind a white car*

pet we are alfo Hiewn eleven men's heads call; in copper, by much as good an artifl as

the former carver ; and upon each of thcfe is an cleplrant's tooth, thefe being fome of the

King's gods. Going through a gate of this gallery, we enter another great plain and a

fourth gallery, beyond which is the King's dwelling-houfe. Here is another fnake, as

upon the firft wall. In the firft apartment, at the entrance of the plain, is the King's

rvudience chamber, where, in prefonce of his three great lords, 1 faw and fpoke with

him. He was fitting on an ivory couch under a canopy of Indian filk. He was a per-

fon of an affable mien, and about forty years old. I ftood, according to cuflom, about
thirty paces diftant from him ; but defired, in order to obferve him the better, that I

might approach nearer to him, which, though unufual, he fmiling granted ; and after

he had beckoned me, I advanced to within eight or ten paces of him. There was no
perfon in the hall befides the three mentioned great lords, the King, and a Negro with

a drawn fword in his hand, that looked as fierce as a cabin fentry.

Whatever any perfon would fay to the King, muft be firft told to thefe three, who
then report it to him, and bring his anfwer, going thus continually to and from him,

without any perfon's being able to determine whether they faithfully report the meffages

en either fide.

On the King's left hand, againft a fine tapeflry, I faw feven white fcouted elephants*

teeth on pedeftals of ivory, which is the manner that almolt all the King's gods are

placed within his houfe. I prefented the King with a filk night-gown, with which (as

I was afterwards told) he was highly pleafed ; but whilft I was with him, I faw no
marks ot his fatisfadtion, becaufe it was brought to him covered, and he did not fee

what it was till after my departure ; for every thing which is brought to the King is in

like manner covered with mats, and before and behind thefe prefents feveral Negroes
march provided with white ftaves. All thofe who happen to meet them in this pof-

ture, immediately make hafte out of the way, othcrwife they would be very well beaten*

This precaution is taken to prevent all opportunity of poiioning the King's goods, or

killing him.

The coral-feafl happened when I was at this great prince's court ; which, though it

afi'ords nothing very extraordinary, I fliall yet give you fome defcription of, becaufe it

is the only day in the year when the King appears publicly. He came moll magnifi-

cently drclTcd to the fecond plain, where, under a very fine canopy, was placed a feat

for him ; and there alfo his wives and a great number of his ofhcers of the firft rahk,

all in their richeft dreffes, ranged themfelves around him, and foon after began a pro*

ceflion ; after which, the King alfo removed from his throne, in order to faerifice to

the gods in the open air, and thereby begin the feaft ; which a^lion is accompanied

with the univerfal loud acclamations of his people. After palling about a quarter of

an hour in this manner, he returned to, and again fat down in his place, where he ftaid

two hours, in order to give the remainder of the people time to perform their devo-

tions ; which done, he returned home. The remainder of the day was fjx'nt in fplendid

treating and fealling, and the King caufed all forts of provifions and pardon-wine to be
diftributed in common to all, and all the great followed his example; fo that, on that

day, nothing is fecn throughout the whole city but all pcifliblc marks of rejoicing.

i was not able to dil'cover the nature and intent of this coral-feaft, becaufe the Ne-
groes would not give me any account or explanation of it ; their only anfwer to that

queftion, whenever I put it, being, " \Vc do not know any thing of it."

In



e^6 bosman's guinea.

In the beginning of my defcription of this city, I informed you of its mean ftate at

prefent, and that the greateft part of it lies defolate ; which, indeed, is deplorable, by

reafon the circumjacent country is as pleafant as could be wifhed, where no interpofing

hill or wood rudely interrupts the agreeable profpefl: of thoufands of charming trees,

which, by their wide-extended branches full of leaves, feem to invite mankind to re-

pofe under their fhade. The ruin of this tovm and the circumjacent land was occa-

fioned by the King's caufing two kings of the ftreet to be killed, under pretence that

they had attempted his life, though all the world was fatisfied of the contrary, and

thoroughly convinced, that their overgrown riches were the true caufe of their death,

that the King might enrich hiinfelf with their effefts, as he did indeed. After this bar-

barity, the King found alfo a third man that ftood in his way, who, being univerfally

beloved, was timely warned of that prince's intention, and accordingly took his flight,

accompanied with three-fourths of the inhabitants of the town ; which the King oblerv-

ing, immediately aflembled a number of men from the bordering country, and caufed

the fugitives to be purfued, in order to oblige them to return ; but they were fo warmly

received by this king of the ftreet and his followers, that they forced them to return

with bloody nofes, and give their mafter an account of their mifadventure. But he

refolving not to reft there, makes a frefli attempt, which fucceeded no better than the

former, which was not all ; for the fugitive, thoroughly incenfed and flufhed, came

direftly to the city, which he plundered and pillaged, faring no place but the King's

court ; after which he retired, but inceffantly continued for the fpace of ten years to

rob the inhabitants of Great Benin, till at laft, by the mediation of the Portuguefe, a

peace was concluded betwixt him and the King, by which he w^s entirely pardoned all

that was paft, and earneftly requefted by the King to return to his former habitation ;

however, he would not truft himfelf there, but lives two or three days' journey from

Benin, where he keeps as great a court and ftate as the King.

The returning citizens were aftably and amicably received by the King, and preferred

to honourable offices, in order, by thofe means, to induce the reft to return, which

probably they will not do, as being very well contented where they are j wherefore, it

is to be feared, that the greateft part of this town is ftill likely to continue uninhabited.

This, fir, is all I can fay of Benin : nor can I, at prefent, give you any account of

Rio de Calbary, becaufe I was not there, by reafon of the great mortality which hap-

pened amongft our men ; but I hope once in my life to meet with an opportunity of

going thither. I pafs over Rio de Gabon and Cabo Lopez di Gonfalvez, becaufe you

yourfelf have been there ; and for the fame reafon, I omit our arrival on the Gold
Coaft.

I have now only to add my wiflies, that thefe obfervations may in the leaft contri-

bute to your fatisfadion, and afliire you, that the writer hereof is very ambitious of

being reckoned amongft your moft humble fervants, and fhall continue fo whilft

David Van Nyendael.
From on board the yacht, Johanna Maria,

Sept. I, 1702.

A DE-
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A DESCRIPTION OF THE TOOTH AND GRAIN COAST, &c.

LETTER XXII. — The Author's Departurefrom Ehiiina, and Arrival at Aera, whieb
he leaves, andfails to Cape Lopez di Gonfalvez, which he leaves after trading there,

andfails along the Equinoctial Line ; Arrival at the Upper Coafi about Cabo Monte ;

the Author lands, and is very civilly treated by the Inhabitants : a Defcription of the

King's Perfon, his Children, and the Multitude of his Wives.— The Induflry of the

Inhabitants.— The Vegetables, Cattle, and Fijh of the Country. — They marry as many
Wives as they pleafe ; their Habits, Religion, Wars, and Weapons.— Defcription of
Cape Monte, and Departurefrom thence.— His Arrival at Cape Mizurado, and going

on Shore ; fome Inhabitants of this Place robbed by the Engliflo ; the Trade there

;

a Defcription of the Place, and its Inhabitants ; the Women do all the Work, and the

Men live idly ; fome Englifh made Prifoners by them ; a very fine River. — His De-
parturefrom thence, and Arrival at Rio Junk, before the Town of Corra, where he

luent on fhore, and what he obferved there ; a Woman delivered offour Children at a
Birth.— The Author's Departure and Arrival at Rio Seflre ; a Defcription of that

and the Village ; of the King and his Subjects ; great Plenty of Rice ; their Trade ;

Manner of burnnig the dead.—His Departure ; how the Land bears ; Anchoring before

Sanguin ; Trade with the Natives, as alfo with thofc of Bqffoe and Batiewa, who are
very thievifh ; the Captain of Bottewa comes on board ; his Character.— He fails by

Battewa and Sino ; Arrival at Seflro Crou, which is afine Village ; hefails by Wappo
and Cape Das Palmas, and arrives at Druwin, where he trades ; the Natives have
vsry Jharp Teeth, are veryfavagc, and Lovers of human Flefh.— Rio St.Andrees is

fo wide and deep, that it is navigable withfmall Ships ; the Inhabitatits are barbarous,

but the Country pleafant d7idfruitful.— The Author's Departure and dropping Anchor
before Cape La Hoe, where there is a great Village and River ; the Natives affable aiid

very tradable in Bufinefs.— His Departure andpafjing Jaquc La Hoe, and the Bottom-

lefs Pit ; Arrival at Afftne, butfailing by it ; Account of the French Garrifon there ;
Sailing by Cape Apolonia ; Arrival at Axim, and Conclufion of the Voyage.

SiH,

PURSUANT to your orders, this ferves to furnifli you with an account of our voy-

age, and the countries where we traded. But making but a few days' ftay on fome of
them, I am not, therefore, fo able to oblige you with a large account of the national

conititution or manners of the inhabitants, as I could wifti I were ; fo that I can only

defire you to believe, that if my relation falls fliort of your expetfation, the fault is to

be charged on want of opportunity to gratify you, but not in the lead to want of in-

clination.

Afier having taken our leaves under the falvo of a cheerful glafs, we weighed anchor
and began our voyage. "I wo days after we arrived at Acra, where we executed our
commillion, left that place, and iteered our courfe to Cape Lopez di Gonfalvez, where
we arrived without any confiderable accident in our paflage on the . I fliall not dc-

fcribe this Cape to you, who have vifited it yourfelf, but fhall only inform you, that

after having concluded our trade there, we left it on the , and niclined

to the well, failing along the Equinodial, till we came high enough to make the Upper
Coaft.
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About ten in the evening, on the 28th of November, we made land : and in the

morning found ourfelves about ten miles above Cape Monte. The land here bears

low and flat to the mentioned cape. It is furniflied with numerous villages ; but not

one Negro coming on board us, we were refolved to depart without anchoring and

make for the cape, where we happily arrived the following day.

After which I immediately loaded a parcel of goods into the boat, and therewith

went on fhore, intending to try whether I could deal for any elephants' teeth, which

fometimes are plenty there.

As foon as I landed I found the whole fliore filled with Negroes, who very civilly

welcomed me, and conducted me to their houfes, jufl: beyond the Ihore, making out

three fmall villages, the whole amount of which was not full thirty houfes.

As foon as I was come into one of thefe great villages, I was treated with feveral

pots of wine, and defired to ftay the arrival of their King ; which I agreeing to, after

having pafled an hour. His Majefliy appeared, accompanied with a party of men. I

rofe up in order to meet him before he entered the village, and to falute him with a

profound reverence.

He, as well as the reft, bid me heartily welcome, and we went into the village,

where we fat down together. After fome converfation I alked His Majefty, w'hether

there was any probability of trading to any purpofe here ; but was anfwered ihat they

had not at prefent any flock of elephants' teeth ; wherefore I was obliged to content

myfelf with two, there being then no more to be gotten.

This King was an elderly man, as appeared by his grey head and beard. His name

was Jan de Cabo Monte, fo called from the point of that name. He was clothed, or

rather hung with a brown cloak, and a woollen cap on his head ; fo that his whole

equipage, if fold to the brokers, would not yield forty fliillings.

I was informed, that he was blefled with fixteen children, twelve fons and four

daughters. On each of the firft of which he hath beftowed the government of a

village containing eight huts ; for houfes they cannot, with any manner of juftice, be

called.

The daughters alfo did their beft to pafs honeftly through the world ; but their

principal trade lay in relieving the travellers' necefllties at a very reafonable price.

If the Negroes are to be credited, the King had not above four hundred wives, who
all live with him in one village, about three miles in-land from the river-fide.

This is a very fine river, which begins juft beyond the fliore, without entering the

fea above once in a year, whea, by reafon of the great rains, it overflows. Its courfe

is extended far in-land, and according to the report of the Negroes, difembogues

itfelf into the river Sierra Leone, which is a good diflance from this place.

The inhabitants of Cabo Monte are induftrious to the laft degree. Their employ-

ments chiefly confifl; in planting of rice, and boiling of fait ; both which all the

Negroes are obliged to do for the King, whofe flaves they are accounted.

The produft of this land confifts of a fmall quantity of great Milhio, Jammes, po-

tatoes and rice. The arboriferous fruits here, as well as on ihe Gold Coaft, are

Paquovers, bananas, ananas, &c.

They are not very well ftored with cattle ; for they have neither kine nor ho^s,

and but a few flicep ; alfo not many chickens, but they are good. Here are enough

of elephants, tygers, buflaloes, harts, and other wild beafts. Nor is there here the

leaft want of filh ; the river is full of them, and they catch them with large nets.

Each man here, at pleafure, marries as many wives as he can maintain, and by

reafon the women work hard, their keeping is not very expenfive. They feem alio

10 to



COSMAN S GUINEA. 539

to live very contentedly with their wives, and not to be much concerned if they fome-

times venture on unlawful pleafures with other men.

The habit of thcfe Negroes is very like fhifts, with wide fleeves, which hang down
to the knees ; or indeed it is more like a furplice : but the women do not wear this

habit, but inftead thereof a narrow cloth wound about their middles, and tucked in at

their fides to fallen it, without being at the trouble of doing it by a g!'"dle, as on the

Gold Coafls ; nor do they wear garters like them. Sometimes they fhamelefsly go
naked, as if they w ere proud of what Nature bellows on them in comn^on with the

reft of their fex.

I afked them what religion they profefled ; and was anfwered that it principally con-

fided in reverencing and obeying their King and the governor fet over them, with-

out troubling themfelves with what was above them.

When I enquired after their wars with other countries, they told me, they were not

often troubled with them ; but if any difference happened, they chofe rather to end
the difpute amicably, than to come to arms : wherefore their bows and arrows (their

only weapons) ferve rather for ornament than military ufes.

This being all I have to fay of Cape Monte, I flmll take leave of it with only ac-

quainting you that the cape is a very high mountain, which, as we come from the fea,

looks like a lofty ifland feparated from the coaft. The country hereabouts is very

pleafant, and alfo feems very fertile. The coafl of Cape Monte extends fouth-eall and
by ead, and nor;h-wefl: and by well, and is all over flat land.

We departed thence, and arrived on the 25th before Cape Mizurado, which is alfo a

high hill, though not fo high as that of Cape Monte. They are about ten miles diflant

from each other.

We call anchor, but not one Negro coming on board, I flepped into the chalop,

and went on (hore ; and after having flaid awhile on the flrand, fome Negroes came
to us ; and being defirous to be informed why they did not come on board, I was
anfwered that about two' months before, the Englifli had been there with two large

veflels, and had ravaged the country, deflroycd all their canoes, plundered their

houfes, and carried off fome of their people for Haves ; upon which the remainder fled

to the in-land country, where mofl; of them were at prefent : fo that here not being

much to be done for us, we were obliged to return on board, having not been able in

two days time to come at above three hundred weight of teeth.

The land betwixt both the lafl;-mentioned capes is perfedlly flat and even ; the coafl:

bears as above. Two miles wefl: of this place are three villages, containing about

twenty houfes each, which, indeed, were the finefl; I faw in my whole voyage. Each
of them had three neat apartments, and covered at the tops, like our hay-ricks in Hol-

land. In one of thefe houfes are commonly lodged fifty or fixty men, women, and
children, all which confufedly intermix in their lodging : the women are handfome,

and, as the men inform me, are permitted to earn what money they pleafe with their

bodies. I found all the inhabitants civil and good-natured people. Two old men here

pretended to be captains, and obliged me to pay feven pound of copper as cuftom.

By reafon of the injuries which they received from the Englifli, they were fo timorous,

that they would not venture on board any fliip. And it any perfon come armed on
fliore, they immediately fly.

The men do not much trouble themfelves with working, but rather leave that to

their wives, as believing they have fufliciently fatigued themfelves with trading a little,

moilly in palm-wine, which is very plenty and good here. They feem to give tbem-
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felves no more trouble about religion, than their neighbours of Cape Monte, being very

foHcitous about nothing but eating and drinking, and making merry.

What hath been faid of the habits, cattle, and fruit, of the former, may alfo ferve

them : they tell us they live in peace with all their neighbours, and have no notion of

any other enemy than the Englifli, of which nation they had taken fome then, and

publicly declared that they would endeavour to get as many of them as the two-

mentioned fhips had carried off" of their natives. Thefe unhappy Englifti were in

danger of being facrificed to the memory of their friends, which fome of their nation

carried off".

I fhould now take leave of Cape Mizurado, if I did not find myfelf obliged to fay

fomething concerning the river, which difcharges itfelf into the fea, and is five or fix

foot deep in the entrance, fo that in calm weather it is eafily navigable with fmall

boats or chalops. It takes its courfe weftwards three miles from hence, and eaftvvards

direftly to Rio Seftre, whither the natives daily pafs in their canoes, and trade either

in the natural produce of the country, or elephants' teeth, by reafon that a much
greater number of fhips come to Rio Seftre than here.

On the 28th of we weighed anchor, and left this cape, fleering eafl along

the fhore. The coafl bears, and the land fliews as above, for five miles from Mizurado,

where, at three different places, we difcover different land ; the firft of which is not

very high, the laft higher, and the middlemoft higher than both. We did not fee fo

much as one Negro, or any village, till we were advanced three itiiles farther eafl-

ward, where, by reafon of the calm, we were obliged to anchor, and towards the

evening we faw fire on the fhore, whence we conjetlured that there was a village, and

the natives made that fign to exprefs their inclination to trade with us, wherefore we
continued there till next day ; but no perfon coming near us in the morning, we
weighed anchor, and purfued our voyage till noon, when we caff anchor once more in

Rio Junk, and ftayed till evening, but faw neither Negroes nor canoes. The land

hereabouts fhews low and flat ; but farther in-land, difcovers three hills ; the two firft

of which are fituate weft of Rio Junk, appearing perfedfly round, and the largefl in

the middle.

The entrance of Rio Junk difcharges itfelf into the fea, and at the point four high

trees difcover themfelves, two of which are adorned with crowns or round tops, and

the other two, which are the highcft, are fomewhat thorny. Hereabouts the land

fhews chiefly even and doubled. A mile eafl of Rio Junk, are two large clefts, which

render this cape very diftinguifliable ; befide that, it may be eafily known by the mul-

titude of rocks, of which the fhore is full, and againft which the fea continually beats

in a terrible manner. We faw the fires made by the Negroes, to advertife one another,

that there were fhips in fight, but by reafon nobody came on board us, I am of opinion,

that they are fait villages. The coafl here extends from eafl to fouth, and from wefl

to north.

We failed on till ^hree miles wefl of Rio Seflre, where a canoe full of Negroes came
on board us, who defired us to anchor before their village, which was fituate in a

pleafant wood, which I did, they informing me that they had a good flock of ele-

phants' teeth.

This village is called Corra, and not till this occafion known to the feamen. The
burning of the fea was fo very fierce here, that it was impofTible to come afhore with

boat or chalop ; wherefore I went into a canoe, in which, though it was filled with

water, the Negroes carried me fafe on fhore. I was fo defirous of feeing this new-

difcovered
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difcovered country, that I heartily wifhed to meet with a good opportunity of trading

to detain me here.

As foon as I was landed, I afked my black pilot where their village or dwelling was

;

he led me about a quarter of a mile into the wood, wheie I difcovered two fmall mifer-
ably-built fait villages, one of twelve, and the other of fix houfes, whofe inhabitants

who were very bufy in boiling fait, feemed to be wild-men, none of them befidcs my
guide having ever, I believe, feen any white men. I could not fpeak one word with
any of them : my guide, who (hould have been interpreter, was fo ignorant of ton"-ues

that it was not without difficulty that I made him underftand me with words and figns.

However wild and ftrange they might feem at firft, they yet afterwards appeared very
civil and courteous ; for after I had walked through their country, I defigned to return,

becaufe I faw no teeth ; but an old man, that looked like their governor, would not
fuffer me, but caufed my canoe to be brought from the fliore into his village ; and de-
fired, before my departure, that I would eat and drink with him, which, being hungry,
I readily confented to. The old man did every thing he was able to treat me well

after which he confented to my departure, under condition that I would come ao-ain

next day.

Thefe Negroes are undoubtedly happy in a numerous iffiie, and the women very
fruitful, for I accidentally faw a woman laden with four children, and alking my inter-

preter whether they all came at one birth, he anfwered in the affirmative, which in-

duced me to beftow a charitable prefent on the mother and her children ; after which I

again flepped into the canoe, and caufed myfelf to be carried to our chalop, fending

my thanks to the old gentlemen, and telling them, that if they had any goods to trade

with, they might come to Rio Seflre, where I defigned to fpend fome days.

As foon as I came on board, we weighed anchor, and failed on to Rio Seflre, and
arrived in the road the 3d of December. Before Rio Seftre the land is very low,
and beyond it there are two high hills, one of which appears like a femicircle or

rainbow.

About a mile weft of this place, are two great rocks, and about as far eaftward a
point of land ftretches into the fea, fo that this place is eafy to be known.
The entrance of this river from the fea is full of rocks, which yet lie fix foot under

water, wherefore it is eafy to pafs over them all with laden boats and chalops, except
two of them, which appear above water, and are to be avoided.

The village is fituated clofe to the ffiore, on a rifing ground, and contains about
fixty houfes, which are very neatly built, and fo high, that fome of them appear three

miles out at fea. The buildings here differ from thofe of Mizurado, only in that here
are mure ftories.

Rio Seflre is a very fine and pleafant river ; the banks on each fide are thickly fet with

high and low trees. Several rivulets and fmall fprings difcharge themfelves into this

river ; but what adds to the charms of this river, befides the trees, is the multitude of
villages all along its banks ; amongfl which is that of the King, fituated about three

miles up the river, and compofcd of about thirty houfes,

The King, \\ho is a filver-haiicd very old man, declares that all the inhabitants of
his village are really defcended from him, which is very probable, they not being very
numerous. He, like the great or principal men hereabouts, affumcs an European
name, which is Peter. He is a very agreeable, obliging man, and all his fubjeds are

very civil, as well as very laborious in agriculture and the purfuit of their trade.

Their habit, fruits of the earth, cattle, and fifli, are the fame with the before-

mentioned people.

Thefe
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Thefe countries feem to live In perfeft peace with other countries, for all hereabouts

we hear of no other wars than a few (kirmifhes which formerly happened with the in-

land Negroes, who burned their village by furprife : but they took moft of them
prifoners, and fold them, which entirely ended the war.

The inhabitants, as I have already hinted, are very induftricus, efpecially in the

planting of rice, which is their chief employment. Rice increafes fo prodigioufly here,

that in a very fhort time we eafily get enough to load a Ihlp. Thofe above the common
rank drive a perpetual trade in rice, Malaget, and elephants' teeth, though the quan-

tity of the laft is very fmall.

I cannot omit their ftrange manner of burial, having had the opportunity of obferv-

ing an inflance of it, in the interment of an old woman, during the time of my trading

here. As foon as dead, her corpfe was covered with a cloth, and the people of the

whole village, neither old nor young excepted, came and ranged themfelves in very good
order round the corpfe, and each of them was provided with a few Banana leaves to

(hade and defend the old woman from the heat of the fun. The men, in a defperate

and diftracted manner, run about the houfe of the deceafed, continually and difmally

howling, infomuch that if Ihe had been but half dead, it had been- fufficient to have

accelerated her departure. The women, which fat round the body, alfo began to lift

up their voices, as not being willing to be out-done ; and if I were to be judge, 1 could

fcarcely determine which of the fexesmade the greatefl noife. This jarring difcord con-

tinued inceffant for the fpace of twenty-four hours. But, on the fecoad day, there was

a fmall ceflation ; by reafon that an empty canoe was brought juft before the dwelling

of the deceafed, into which the corpfe was laid ; next which was placed a pot of rice,

and another of palm-wine, in order to fupply her, if fhe happened to be either hungry

or thirfty on her journey ; and after that the canoe was filled with all forts of green

plants. After this the mourning cry was renewed, and continued about half an hour

;

next to which appeared ten young vigorous fellows, who took up the corpfe and canoe,

both which they carried to the river, in order to be tranfported to the place of her

nativity, and buried there. Which I at firfi: conjectured to be in obedience to the

lafl: teflament of the deceafed ; but was afterwards informed, that it was cuftomary for

every perfon to be buried at the place of his birth, though he happened to die at

never fo great a diftance from thence ; and that though the deceafed had not left any

efFeds behind to defray the expence, the neighbours were yet obliged to bear the

charge. The old woman was then carried up the river and buried, and three days

afterwards the friends and relations returned home, and brought with them a fheep

and a good quantity of palm-wine, to keep the burying-feaft. I kept near them, in

order to obferve them ; but they no fooner faw me, but invited me to participate with

them ; which I was eafily perfuaded to, by reafon I had been dealing for rice the whole

day, and had not eaten. I ate and drank very heartily with them, as long as either

wine or eatables lafted, thinking I had been very well treated, but next morning found

my error ; for the relations and the whole Cortipany came and brought me a fcurvy

reckoning, and I could not get rid of them, without making each of them a particular

prefent ; when I fummed up the matter, I found that the expence of the whole feaft

was defrayed out of my pocket, which obliged me to clap down as a memoranduni in

my note-book, never again to venture to an old woman's funeral.

This, fir, is all I have to fay concerning Rio Seftre, which I fhould have gone far-

ther up, and have more particularly vifited the country, if any-body had been with me
to take care of our trade, or we had not been bound farther. But the Englifh Ihips

generally come fo thick upon this Coafl, that without utinoft diligence in my poll, I

could
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could not expeft to do any thing. Nay, at lafl: we found tt-ade here at fuch a low
ebb, that we were obliged to leave this place on the i ith of December, not Haying

here above eight days.

Sailing then from Rio Seftre we found the fliore plain double land. The coafl ex-

tends north-weft and fouth-eaft. Three miles below Rio Seftre is a great mountainous
rock, on which grows a very high tree : this place is called Little Seltre ; and about a

mile and half farther eaft, a point juts into the lea ; on the land next which appears a

great rock, which is white at the top, and at fea looks like a (hip under fail.

A little below this we dropped anchor, before the village of Sanguin, where we
could deal but to a fmall value.

^

Whilft we lay here the Negroes of Boffoe and Bottewa came on board us with a

canoe, laden with Malaget, for which they defired only Annabaffes ; lb that I dif-

pofed of all I had to them in two days' time.

I found no other difference of the Negroes of Sanguin, than that thefe were bigotted

to a very pernicious opinion, that dextrous robbery is very lawful and expedient

;

wherefore we are obliged to deal very cautioufly, for they readily buy whatever com-
modities they fee, but are fure never to pay for them.

The land about Sanguin is eafdy diftinguifhed by feveral high trees, which fliew

themfelves eaftwards of it.

About a mile eaft of Sanguin lies Boftoe, which may be known by a plain fand-

point, is environed with large and fmall rocks. Here a Negro came on board, who
called himfelf James, and pretended to be captain of Boffbe ; he fpoke a confufed fort

of language, being a mixed jargon of Englifti and Portuguefe. He feemed a great

lover of the female fex, which was the whole fubjedl with which he entertained us.

He told us, uiiafked, that he had ten wives, and out of good hulbandry gracioufly

now and then beftowed one of them on his fon Jooft, who was on board with him.

When we reprefented to him the wickednefs of fuch an action, and told him, that

no place in the world allowed it, he laughed aloud, and faid, " That they were, then,

fools to infift on fuch a trifle ; and that, as his people were better informed, they

afted accordingly."

We lent thefe heroes on fliore, and left Boffbe, in order to purfue our voyage.

About three miles farther, is the village of Bottewa, fituate on the fliore; and half

a mile weft of it, a great rock appears in the fea ; and about a mile below Bottewa,

another rock, very like the former, difcovers itfelf ; a mile beyond which, the high

land of Bottewa appears, confifting of a multitude of high hills. We traded for fome
grain or Malaget, while we were lailing, without fo much as anchoring ; for which
reafon I had no opportunity of obferving the country and its inhabitants, though I

believe they do not much differ from thofe of Boffbe.

A mile and a half beyond Bottewa, is the village Sino, which is diftinguifliable by a

great rock upon a fand-point, jutting a little into the fea ; behind that is a great river,

which, according to the report of the Negroes, extends itfelf i,ii in-land, and is not

much lei's confiderablc than Rio Seftre. I could not come at any farther information,

for the Negroes fpeak fuch a barbarous language that tney are not to be underftood

without difficulty. The coaft extends itfelf here fouth-eaft and by eaft, and north-weft

and by weft ; the land is very even.

We failed from hence, and came the 20th of December to Seftre Crou. The land

is here flat and low, tlie village is beautiful and large, and rather larger and more ex-

tenfive than Elmina. Behind it the land is higher, and adorned with a good number of

large,



eosman's guinea.544

large, though leaflefs trees. There are two great rocks on the fliore, about half a

mile diitanr from each other, by all which marks this place is eafily known.

The Negroes here feemed to be a good fort of people, honeft in their dealings, and

much more regular than thofe who live higher up. Their language is utterly unintel-

ligible ; wherefore it is impoffible to learn any thing of their manners and cuftoms. The
cattle and fruits here are like thofe at other places, they being well furnifhed with both.

The fifliery and the fifh are not at all different from thofe on the Gold Coaft.

Havjig fmiflied our trading affairs here, we failed on to the village Wappo, about

three miles diftant from Seftre Crou. The marks of this place are feveral high ftrag-

gling trees, which appear upon a high hill beyond the fhore ; the tops of thefe trees

appear very red at a diilance. Before Wappo a very large rock difcovers itfelf, which

feems feparated from the Ihore, though really on it. As we failed by the land, it ap-

peared but faintly, if at all. The coafl ftretches eaft-fouth-eafl, and wefl-fouth-wefl

;

all, or at leaft as far as we could fee of it, flat land, to about three miles weft of

Cabo das Palmas, where a point of land juts into the fea, which, at a diftance, looks

like a dolphin, and hath a large village on it, and four trees in the midft of it, which

we took to be cocoas.

We made our ufual fign to invite the Negroes on board us, but none coming, we
did our beft to double the mentioned cape, which fometimes proves difficult enough,

if we are too near the fhore. We pafled it notwithftanding, in the night, the 25th of

December, and not obferving any villages or Negroes next day, we purfued our courfe

to Druwin. The coaft from cape Palm to Druwin bears eaft and by north, and weft

and by fouth, about twenty-fix miles, all high and flat land.

On the 26th ditto, in the evening, and next day, fome Negroes, in three canoes

laden with elephants* teeth, came on board us, and after giving them their Dasje, or

prefent, I dealt with them for the ivory at the deareft rate.

I never yet faw more covetous men, or greater favages. They begged every thing

they faw ; and if we deny them, or fpeak warmly to them, as to other Negroes, they

immediately leap over-board and make to land ; fo that we can fcarcely trade with thefe

people, otherwife than to confiderable lofs.

Their teeth, with which they eat human flefh, when they can come at it, were as

fharp as awls ; wheicfore I fliould not advife any to fet foot on land here, who is not

fond of being buried in their bellies.

The land-marks here are very plain, and render this country eafily diftinguifliable,

partly by its height and lofty trees, but principally by reafon of three or four large

villages which there dilcover themfelves, each of which is fituate about half a mile

from the other. Behind the laft village appears a high point to the eaft, where the

land begins to grow into a promontory, in which is the large river of St. Andrew,
which difcharges itfelf into the fea, and takes its courfe, according to the Negroes, weft-

wards, and is fo wide and deep, that it is navigable with barks, with which we might

come in and trade, if we were but affured thp natives would not moleft us, which no
perfon is able to give us a fatisfadory afl'urance of, fince here the inhabitants are the

greateft brutes on the whole Coaft ; and whoever trades here, ought to keep fpies aloft

to prevent his being furprized by them.

Thefe barbarians are poffeffed of a country which affords them an envied plenty of

all manner of provifion ; for Milhio, Jammes, Paquovcns, Bananas, and in fhort,

whatever the Gold Coaft produces, is here very plenty ; and they have befides great

abundance of kine, fheep, poultry, &c. as alfo wild beafts, and, indeed, want nothing

neceffary to the fupport of life ; all which we may juftly grudge them, becaufe out of

pure
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pure crofTnefs they will not fell any, except the worfl part of them, which they do not
like themfelves, and that at a very dear rate.

We find even in this age feveral who doubt, whether there are any wild men in the
world fo far degenerated from human nature as to kill and eat their own fpecies ; for

they fay, " If there were any fuch, thty would not be diflinguifhed from brutes by
any thing but their fpeech, which feems to clafh with the divine goodncfs, which
endowed man only with a rational foul, that he might know what was neceifary for

him :" befides which, they take it for granted, that no man can properly be called

wild, but fuch a one as like the beafts, feparated from all fociety, paffeth his life in

woods and wilderneflTes, without any regard to divine or human laws ; and that fmce
none of thefe men were ever obferved from the beginning of the world, they venture
to conclude, that there never was, nor never will be any fuch. But this arirument
feems very weak ; for experience hath long fmce convinced us, that there are men-
eaters in the world. Antiquity hath left us accounts of it ; and it is from time to time
confirmed by a crowd of authors. Our North Holland preacher hath clearly proved
it ; and though he is not always in the right, yet what he faith of the Brazilians and
other neighbouring nations, is undoubted trutli. But what need I to apply to other
witnefl'es, whilfl you yourfelf have experienced the truth of it in thofe in-land Negroes
which come from the country beyond Ardra, who imagine, that we buy them and
carry them oif only in order to eat them ; which jealoufy would not probably enter

their thoughts, if they did not certainly know that there were man-eaters in the world :

and as to what they farther fay concerning wild-men, I will readily own, that there

are no fuch wild-men as they defcribe in the workl. If they Avill but allow on the other
fide, that fome men diil'er from the other fo much, that fome may be comparatively
called wild, or brutes, which doth not proceed from this, that they as well as we are

not endowed with a rational foul ; but from their reafonable fouls being degenerated
by barbarous ufages, and for want of converfation with civilized nations. Nor are ex-
amples wanting of men, who by accidents which happened in their youth, have been
obliged to continue feveral years in the woods, which in procefs of time rendered them
lb wild, that they afterwards became afraid of and fled from all men. But enough of
this, let every one believe what he pleafes.

On the 29th we left this progeny of Cham, and fleered fouth-eafl and by fouth ; i. e.

after faihng a mile and a half we came to the Six.teen Red Cliffs, which take up in all

about three miles in length, and in cleiu- weather are vifible fix or fcven miles out at

fea. I found here neither Negroes nor villages. The Coalt bears as above ; and irom
Druwyn to Cape Lahoe is about twenty-feven miles.

On the 30th ditto, we anchored before Cape Lahoe. The land declines here, and is

very low on the fea-fide. The village is very large, and leems to ilretch about a mile
along the fliore. Betwixt the houfes throughout the whole place are multitudes
of cocoa-trees, as at Axim ; and if this land were fo high as that, and had a fort built

in the midfl of the town, it would not be much unlike that in any thing befides the
largenefs of the village. About three miles on land beyond the village, are feveral

high hills ; and a mile well of Cape Lahoe is a large river, which runs to the river

of St. Andrew, and a great many miles into the in-land countVy, as alfo caftwards,
though not very far; for failing but a few miles ealtward, our courfe is flopped
by land.

'Ihe Negroes feem here affable and civil, and were very cafy to be dealt with, only
they held their elephants' teeth fomcwhat dear at that time. But that was occafioned
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by the great numbers of Englifli and Dutch interlopers, though moft of the firft, which

had lately been here.

This place is as plentifully blefled with provifions as Druwyn, with this difference

only, that it is better and cheaper. I cannot fay much more concerning this place,

only inform you, what the Negroes told me, that they were very populous, and were

ruled by one chief captain or governor.

Having done our bufinefs we weighed anchor, and purfued our voyage to Jaque

Lahoe, about three miles farther, the Coaft bearing in the fame manner. We were

informed by the Negroes, that they had no flock, of elephants' teeth ; wherefore we
refolved to fail to the Bottomlefs Pit (fo called from an imagination that it really is fo

;

but the contrary hath been experienced), about four miles farther.

The land from below, or a little weftward of Cape Lahoe, to Jaque Lahoe, is dif-

tinguiflied in the maps and charts by the name of the Quaqua Coall ; but wherefore

fo called I cannot determine, unlefs it be, that fome compare the fpeech of thefe

Negroes to the noife of ducks, which I cannot confirm to, you, becaufe I could not

obferve fo remarkable a difference betwixt their language and that of other Negroes, as

Ihould make it found like Quoaking. The natives call their country Adouw, and

themfelves Adouwfians ; but we follow our chart and call them Quaquaans.

You are probably acquainted with the expert fwimming and diving of thefe Neg.'oes,

which I have feveral times feen with furprize. Whenever they were on board, and

1 threw a firing of coral, or any thing elfe into the fea, one of them would immediately

dive after it, and though almofl got to the bottom, fetch it up again. This they feldom

miffed of, and were fure of what they brought up as their reward.

We paffed the night in the Bottomlefs Pit, and arrived in the morning at Aflinee,

which we guefs to be about feven miles below the mentioned Pit. The Coafl here

bears eafl by fouth. Here are no elephants' teeth, but gold to be traded for ; but we
had no orders to deal in that commodity, wherefore we failed by AfTmee. Notwith-

flanding which, fome Negroes in a canoe come on board me ; I afked them, " How
they agreed with the French ?" they anfvvered, " That all the Caboceroes of AfTmee,

together with their fubjedls, were gone from thence, and had fettled a mile above the

village ; where they continued at prefent, without entertaining the leafl commerce or

correfpondence with the French, who had v,n\y a bare lodge on the fhore, encompalfed

with palifadoes, and provided with five pieces of canon, and then guarded by eight

men, who were well furnifhed with provifions, left there by tlie French fliips, but were

fometimes in great want of water, which the Negroes always endeavoured by force to

keep them from ;" fo that thefe Negroes were of opinion, that the French, unlefs they

received fome afTiflance from Europe, could not long fubfill there, but would be ob-

liged to abandon the place upon the firft opportunity.

Time will difcover what part of this relation deferves credit, though I believe that

the French are not in fuch a wretched condition as they rcprefented them.

The Coafl from Aflinee to Cape ApoUonia bears ca It -fouth- eafl ; the Coafl is in all

parts furniflied with great and fmall villages: but no Negroes came on board us;

wherefore I cannot give you any account of this country or ttieir inh.tbitants.

The now mentioned Cape appears to be low plain ground ; behind it are three high-

hills, which are its diflinguifhing marks ; without them it would not deferve the name
of a Cape, than which it is nothing lefs, and would be failed by without ever being

feen. From hence to Axim feems to be about feven miles, though others think it

more. Tlie land betwixt both places is very low, and adorned with thoufands of

cocoa-trees. The fliore is extraordinarily broad, flat, and looks as if paved with bricks,

and
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and is a fine road to travel on with coaches, or chaifes, as in Holland. At the end of
this fliore is Rio Cobre, about half a league above Axim ; but you yourfelf being better

acquainted with this Coail than I can pretend to, I fhall conclude this account of my
voyage, with humbly defiring your kind acceptance of my relation, afluring you, that

I have not failed to note every thing which was remarkable. Wherefore, after requefl-

ing the continuance of your favours, I take the liberty to fubfcribe myfelf.

Your obedient fervant.

From on board the yacht Johanna Jacoba, John Snoek.
before Axim, Jan. the 2d, 1702.
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HISTORY
OF

LOANGO, KA KONGO,
AND OTHER KINGDOMS IN AFRICA.

. By the Abbe Proyart.*

CHAP. I.— Defign and Divifion of the Work,

"IT IS furprifing enough, that though our veffels habitually frequent the coafts of

Loango, Congo, and other kingdoms in Africa, and our merchants have ware-

houfes there, yet we know abfolutely nothing of what pail'es in the interior of thofe

ftates, and what the people are who inhabit them. We land among them, give them

European merchandize, take in flaves, and return. No one hitherto had penetrated

into the country as an obferver ; no one at lealt had remained there a fufficient time to

make fuch obfervations as might be relied on. Wejudgeof thofe different people by

the inhabitants along the coafls ; and becaufe thefe perfons, frequently impofed upon

by Europeans, make no fcruple of impofing on them in return, we accufe the whole

nation of duplicity. They fell men,— we accufe them of inhumanity. Is there, then,

fo much more humanity in buying them than in felling them ? But we do not confider,

that the men whom they fell are enemies taken in war, and whom in many cafes they

might have a right to put to death. "We believe that the father fells his fon, and the

prince his fubjeds ; be onlv who has lived among them can know that it is not even

lawful for a mafter to fell his flave, if he be born in the country, unlefs he have incurred

that penalty by certain crimes fpecified by law.

But thefe are not the only imputations on thofe people ; it is pretended that they are

as diflblute in their manners as they are perfidious and inhuman in the affairs of life

;

and without hearing their anfwer to charges fo grave, we proceed to arraign them, and

alTume conjedures and hearfay, vague and partial relations, as the proofs and telUmonies.

They are at once accufed, tried, and condemned. Perfons who have never confidered

their country but from the top of the obfervatory, excommunicate them, with map in

hand, and pronounce their regions to have fallen from all hope in the religion of

the true God. In a fentence fo rigorous, founded on fo frivolous an accufation,

are we to recognize an age in which the ditlates of reafon and humanity alone are

heard ?

Thefe people have vices,— what people is exempt from vice ? But were they aven

more wicked and more vicious, they would be fo much the more entitled to the com-
miferation and good offices of their fellow-men ; and fliould the miilionary defpair of

making them Chriftians, men ought flill to endeavour to make them men.

• Palis, 1776.

•. . This
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This office, fo worthy of a true philofopher, was never difcharged by any but the

Chriftian philofopher : fo true is it, that humanity as well as the other focial virtues,

are more the offspring of the Chriflian religion than of the philofophy of the day.
Miffionaries were they, who, notwithflanding prejudices fo unfavourable to the people
of whom wc fpeak, made no hefitation in leaving their country to eftablifh theinfelves

among them, with the intention, if not of making them perfedrf, at leaft ot improving
them. In this hiflory we fhall hazard no conjecture : we ihall make no flatement but
upon irreproachable teftimony. As they knew not the language of the country on their

arrival, they had leifure to be obfcrvers, bcibre they could become miflionaries.

It is not to be expected that we fliould give a very extcnfive hiilory of nations w ho, as

yet, have neither acquired the ufc of letters, -nor employ any fubititute for therii ; fo that

the prefent work will be, not fo much a recital of what has pafTed among them, as

a portraiture of their aftual condition.

In this will be found the geographical fitualion of the places and the temperature
of the climate ; the nature of the foil and its moll common produftions, vegetable and
animal ; the charader of the people ; their virtues and their vices ; their alliances,

their occupations, their government and laws, their commerce and their wars, their

language and religion.

CHAP. II. — Ofthe Situation of the Country, and the Temperature of the Air.

THE people of whom we treat inhabit the weftern coafl of Africa, from the equi-

noctial line to the river of Zaira, the mouth of which is about fix degrees of latitude

fouth.

This extent of country is divided into feveral kingdoms, the moll remarkable of
which is that of Loango : it commences at the village of Makanda : not at half a degree

from the equator, as fome travellers have flated, but about 4" 5' fouth latitude. It

has twenty leagues of coaft, and terminates at the river of Louango-Louifa, the

courfe of which is 5° 5' of the fame latitude. Bouali, the capital, commonly called

Loango by the French, is fituated about 4" 45'. The kingdom of Kakongo* called by
mariners Malimba, and that of N' Goio which they denominate Cabiuda, are to the

fouth of Loango. To the north is found the kingdom of lomba, called by mariners

and geographers Maiomba, but erroneoufly fo, becaufe Ma-Iomba fignifics king of

lomba, as Ma-Loango fignifics king of Loango. Eaflward of Loango are fituated the

kingdoms of N' Teka, and another kingdom of lomba, which is fometimes confounded

with the former. Beyond thefe kingdoms are others, unknown to us, and into which
no Kurojieans have hitherto penetrated.

As thefe different Hates are fituated at no confulerablc dillance from the equinoftial

line, the days and nights are pretty nearly equal throughout the year ; cold is never

felt there. A naturaliff in his cabinet would conclude that the heats mull be ex-

celfive ; but perfons on the fpnt find them tolerable ; and it is impoflible to avoid re-

cognizing and admiring that Providence which has anticipated every thing, and which
tempers and governs the great whole with wonderful economy. The year in thefe

climates is_ divided into two feafons of nearly equal duration. The moll agreeable and

" 4Some jTcographers call this kingdom Caconda. Malinil)o is tlic port of Kakongo, as Cabiuda is of
»\" Goio. Thus, to call thcio kingdoms Malimbo and Cabiuda woidd be the fame thing as if the Eiiglifti

wrre to call France the kingdom of Calais, bccaufc their vcflbls touch at the port of that town.

• healthy
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healthy commences in the month of April, and terminates in Odober. During this time

no rain falls; but in the night there arc dews fufficiently abundant to promote the

vegetation of plants. The fun, during fix months of drought, would heat the earth to

excefs, were it not that the Iky is moft generally covered with vapours which intercept

its rays and moderate the heats. The dry feafon is not the hotteft ; the fummer is

reckoned from the month of Oclober to April. The heats in this period are exceflive,

and would be unfupportable, efpccially to Europeans, if there were nothing to mitigate

their violence ; but they are accompanied with abundant and almoft continual rains, which

refrefh the atmofphere ; they are all ftormy rains, and few days pafs in which thunder

is not heard.

Thefe rains form marfhes in many places, the exhalations of which corrupt the purity

of the air. The natives of the country fuller not the fmalleft inconvenience from thtra

;

but Europeans, who are not inured to the cUmate, ought to remove as far as pofllble

from thofe marfhy tracts. The kingdom of Kakongo, for this reafon, is much more
wholefome than that of Loango, becaufe not only the rains are lefs frequent, but the

face of the country is fo difpofed, as to favour their efflux.

CHAP. III. — 0/" the Soil, the Waters, and the Forejls.

THE land is in general light, and rather fandy ; more fit for the growth of maize

and millet, than for any of the kinds of grain which we cultivate in Europe. It is alfo

very fertile
;

grafs grows on it naturally to the height of eight or ten feet ; but the

Negroes know not how to hufband and improve fuch good means : they merely work
the furface with a fort of fpade or hoe, and this in the rainy feafon. This flight culture,

however, is fufficient to make the land yield an hundred fold, and often much more,

of whatever grain or plants may be beftowed on it. A fingle grain of maize produces -

as much as eight hundred, and commonly does not yield fewer than fix hundred.

In the country are feen many mountains, and fome very high ones. I'hey contain

neither ftones nor flints, but confift merely of an accumulation of the fame earth which

covers the plains.

Notwithftanding fix months of continual rain, there are vafl: plains uncultivated and

lying wafte for want of water. To whatever depth they dig, neither tuffa nor ftone is

found. It is a ftratum of compaft argil, which confines the water to the interior of

the earth : it is interrupted in certain places, whence it occurs that the waters fubfiding

gradually undermine the furface, and often excavate large and deep abyfles which open

infl;antaneoufly during the fall of the rains. The inhabitants of the country flee as far

as pofTible from the vicinity of thefe moving grounds, which are left uncultivated.

The Negroes know not the ufe of wells, nor do they even dig any : it is from the

lakes, fountains, and rivers, that they procure the waters they want, and fometimes

they have to fetch it from a great diftance.

The ftreams and rivers which water the country, flow, fonthe moft part, through deep

valleys, and are fliaded by thick forefts, which keep the waters cool and frefli. The river

Zaira, which forms the fouthern boundary of the kingdoms of N' Goio and Kakongo,

flows with equal abundance and rapidity after the months of drought, and at the end

of the rainy feafon. It has been obferved, that fuch was the cafe with the little rivers,

and even the fmalleft rivulets ; they are never dried up ; nor is there even any percep-

tible diminution of their waters during the drought. Might it not be faid, in explana-

tion of this phenomenon, |hat the water of the rains with which the earth is impreg-

nated
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nated for fix months in the year, difcharges itfelf only by degrees, and during a fimilaj.

fpace of- time, into the rivers, and the refervoirs which conRitute their fources.

Forefts of perpetual verdure cover a great extent of the country. All the Negroes
have the right ot hunting there, and may cut as much wood as they think proper : but

they content themfelves with coUecling the dead wood, which ferves them for firingl

Some of the forefts are lb thick, that the hunters cannot penetrate them, except by
gaps and avenues which the wild beafts make, in order to get to the plains to feed

during the night, and quench their third: in the rivers.

CHAP. IV.— Of the Plants, efculent Vegetables, Pulfe, and the Fruits of the Earth.

THE people of thefe countries, naturally little inclined to labour, attach themfelves

particularly to the cultivation of thofe plants which produce moft with leaft trouble

;

fuch is the manioc. Its ilalk is a fpecies of fhrub of tender and juicy wood, which
bears leaves much refembling thofe of the wild vine. A ftalk of manioc produces

every year ten or twelve roots, fifteen or twenty inches long and four or five in diame-

ter. 'Ihe manioc might be raifed from feed, but as it flioots from the end, they cut

the ftalk into fmall pieces, which they fix in the earth during the rainy feafon, and
which bring forth the fame year. In order that the fame ftalk may produce, for feveral

years in fuccefllon, nothing is required but to leave in the ground, at the gathering,

ibme of the fmaller roots.

The manioc is the bread of the people, and a conftant food which the poor have
always in plenty; hence no beggars are to be feen in the country. If, however, the rain

were not to tall at the ufual feafon, which, as they affure us, is fometimes the cafe,

there would enfue a moft ci uel famine ; for thefe people preferve no provifions from
year to year, nor have they any means of procuring fupplies from abroad.

They prepare the root of the manioc in feveral ways : after having let it ferment in

water for fome days, they cut it, lengthwife, into flips, which they parch ; otherwife

they make a fort of compoft of it. For this purpofe, the Negroes have earthen veffels

with two bottoms ; they put the manioc upon the upper one, which is perforated like

a cullender ; the lower bottom is full of water : they elofe the veffel hermetically, and

place it on the fire : the evaporation of the boiling water cooks the manioc, which

would be infipid if it were not done in water.

There is a fpecies of acid manioc, which is never eaten till after the juice has been
exprtfTcd, and the juice is a poifon. It has been obfcrved, that the copper veffels in

which they prepared this manioc, did not take the verdegris even for feveral days after

they had been ufed for this purpofe. The leaf of the manioc alfo is eaten, after the

manner of fpinage. Befides the manioc, there is nothing which the Negroes cultivate

with more care than the Pmda, which we call Piftachio : it is a fpecies of long nut,

which inclofes two almonds unoer a very flender film. This fruit is fov\Ti in furrows:

it jjii s ;orth r. (talk which at firft rei'embles that of the trefoil ; but afterwards filaments

fnoot from ic, winch, after creeping fome diftance on the lurface of the ground, pene-

trate into It by the fummit. The (taik then fhoots out a fmall yellow flower, which does

not frudtify : it is at the end of the filaments which have entered the earth that the

fruit is found in great quantities. It is very good to the tafte, but is indigeftible ; they

have it bro.led before tiiey eat it. They alio bruife it in order to make a pafte, which

ferves as a feafoning for their ragouts. They exprefs from it a tolerably delicate oil.

I o There
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There is found in this country a potatoe entirely fimilar to thofc which are cultivated

in our own North xVinerican colonies. The Africans call it Bala-n'-poutou, a root

of Europe ; doubtlefs becaufe the Portuguefe niuft have brought it lo them from
America. It is of better quality and more faccharine than our European potatoes.

The flalk, cut to bits and ftuck in the earth, reproduces the fpecies.

The Ignam is a thick fliapelefs root covered with knots, which inclofe as many germs.

In order to reproduce it, they cut it into fmall pieces whicli they rub upon the aihes,

and leave them expofed to the heat of the fun ; the}' then put them in the earth : each

piece produces a long ftalk which they fupport with a prop. The root of the Ignam is

more pleafant to the palate than that of the manioc, but the Negroes negled: the culture

of it becaufe it produces little.

In the rainy feafon they plant four or five forts of fmall beans fimilar to our haricots.

There are feveral fpecies of them, of which they can gather three crops in lefs than

fix months. They have alfo an earth pea, the ftalk of which refembles that of our

wild ilrawberry plant ; it trails along the ground like that of the Pinda, and it enters

by filaments, at the ends of which the peas are found ; they are agreeable to the tafte,

but indigeltible in European ftomachs.

The melons, pompions, and cucumbers demand fcarcely any care. The fpinage

and forrel grow in the fields without culture. Near the villages and along the roads

is foutid purflain quite like ours. Dogs'-grafs is not more uncommon there than with

us, and the Negroes alfo ufe its root for making ptifan when they are fick.

Our Palma Chrifti is very common on the plains. Tobacco feems to be one of the

natural productions of the country ; the Negroes caft the feed of it at random into

their court-yards and gardens, where it fruftifies without tillage. Some perfons, in

imitation of the Europeans, take the tobacco as fnuft", but all of them fmoke ; and the

men and women have their pipes of potter's earth.

Cabbages, radilhes, and the greater part of our European table-vegetables accom-

modate themfelves perfeclly well to the foil j chicory alfo grows here as fine as in

France.

In many provinces they cultivate maize or Turkey-wheat. It grows fo readily that

in the fpace of fix or feven months they gather fix or feven crops from the fame land.

As the inhabitants of the country know not the ufe of mills, they pound the grains of

maize in a/ wooden mortar and reduce it to meal, which they make into a pafte and bake

it under the cinders. Soinetimes they parch their grains much in the fame way as

we roaft our coffee, and eat it without any other preparation.

In the kingdom of Kakongo there is a fpecies of niillet, the ftalk of which grows as

thick as a man's arm ; it bears ears which weigh as much as two and even three

pounds. This plant is indigenous ; they find it the midfl of the defart plains, but

few people beftow any particular culture upon it.

CHAP. V.— 0/ t/jc Trees and S/jrubs.

THE palm-tree, of all fruit-trees, is that which the Negroes account the mofl ufe-

ful : it grows to a height of forty or fifty feet, on a trunk of from fifteen to eighteen

inches diameter. It fends out no branches, buf merely a tuft of leaves with the fpread

of a fan at its top. Thefe leaves, before they expand, form a large white lettuce,

extremely tender and of a faccharine and vinous tafle. Tne palm-tree produces its

fruit in bunches, each grain of which is of the fize of a nut, and is called the palm-nut
;

the
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the Ikin (or fliell; is yellowifh. This nut is eatable ; but they generally boil it in water

I

or roaft it on the coal, then they bruife it, and exprefs from it an oil which fcrves to

feafon their ragout;?, or to anoint their bodies. Each nut bears a kernel, which is very

hard, and enclofes an almond, the taflcof which the negroes deem excellent.

They alfo draw from the palm-tree a liquor which the Europeans call palm-wine.

In order to do this they make a flight incifion in that part of the tree where the fruit

begins to form a fmall tumour before it blows ; they ftick into the incifion a leaf folded

in the form of a gutter, to ferve as a vehicle for the liquor, which is received in a cala-

bafh, attached over night to the palm-tree ; it is commonly found full the next morning.

This liquor forms the common beverage of the rich ; it has the tafte of our wine when
brought Ircfh out of the wine-prefs ; it is peroral and refrefhing : they fay, that it intoxi-

cates when it is taken to excefs ; it acidulates in a fewdays. The natives of the country

do not prefer any liquor to the palm-wine except the brandy, which is brought to them
from Europe.

The cocoa-tree differs from the palm-tree only by its fruit ; it alfo produces grapes

;

but the grains are of thefize of a fmall melon. This fruit is clothed with a very hard

{hell, fufficiently folid to admit of beads being cut out of the entire fubflance. The
milky juice which iflues in abundance from the opening of the cocoa is a fweet beverage,

and at the fame time very agreeable and nourifhing, while the folid fubflance cut from
its fhell conditutes a good and tolerably wholefome food. It appears that the cocoa-tree

is not indigenous, and that it was tranfported from America to Africa by the Euro-
peans, becaufe the cocoa is called banga n' poutou, nut of Europe.

The banana is more common than the cocoa-tree ; it is rather a plant than a tree,

growing however to the height of twelve or fifteen feet on a trunk of eight or ten inches

diameter ; the fruit puts forth from the middle of this trunk in the form of a clufter of

grapes, which we call regime. Each duller bears from a hundred to two hundred

bananas, and the banana is about eight or ten inches in length by about one inch in dia-

meter ; fo that a good cluftcr is a man's burthen. A banana bears only one of them,

and it dies as foon as the fruit is gathered ; hence it is the cuflom to cut down the tree

for the fake of its produce ; but, for one foot which they cut there fpring up feveral

others. The trunk of the banana is inverted with feveral layers of a fpecies of tough

rind, of which the young negroes make cords : its leaves are feven or eight feet long

by eighteen or twenty inches broad ; they arc almofl as firm in confiftency as our parch-

ment ; they fold and unfold in a thoufand ways without cracking j they may be made into

parafols, and are generally ufed for covering pots and great veltels.

The banana is the bread of the rich as the manioc is that of the poor. It would not ,

however be difficult fo to multiply the banana as to make it yield an adequate quantity

for the fubfiflence of the common people. A plain of bananas is never cxhaufled ; and

it requires tillage only the firft year.

The banana fig-tree does not difl'er from the banana except by its fruits ; they alfo

grow in clufters or bunches, but they are not fo long by half, and they have neither

the fame tafte nor the fame properties. The banana is a fpecies of bread • : the banana

* The Editor of the Bifliop of Tabraca's Memoirs on theHiftory of the Kingdom of Siam confounds the

banana witli tlie fig banana. I know not wlietlicr it be to the mcmoira of the prelate or to the ovcrfight of

tlie e.litor that tliis L-rror is to be attributed ; an error ccrtaiiily not injurious cither to rcHgion or to focicty.

But wiih regard to thofe indecent alhifioni and the orhoui; parallel wliich the author draws <)[i tiie occafion

between the Inpertlitioua obfervances of the Siamefe and the practices authorized or prefcribrd by our holy

reh"ion, ii ib to be conchidcd that he has conlulted tlie repertory of the modcru phi ofophy ra her than tlie

memoirs of the vmei able inillionary prelate, who, after li;iving prcaehcd and tcllified to tlie taiih anion,' idola-

trous nations, has jiill gone once more acrofs the leas with an inllrni body wcijjhcd down with the iojd of

£xty years, in the hope of llili fuatcbing fomc more vidiins fioin hell.

VOL. XVI. 4 a - fig
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fig is a deticate fruit. The fubflance of the banana is hard and farinaceous j that of the

banana fig is foft and pulpy.

The lolo-tree is a tree which grows to the height of twenty-five or thirty feet on a

proportional trunk. They do not give themfelves the trouble of planting it ; the pippins

of its fruits cafl by chance reproduce it in great quantities around the villages. If its

root alone be injured it withers and dies. Its fruit, which the negroes call lolo, and we
papaye, has an agreeable and faccharine tafte ; it pretty much refembles in colour and

fize our green melons ; but it has not a fimilar tafle ; and it enclofes a greater quantity of

pippins. The lolo is of the number of thofe fruits which belong to the firfl pafTenger

who thinks proper to gather them. The miflionaries ufed to make a pretty good

foup of ir.

The orange and citron trees grow very fine in thefe clioiates, and produce excellent

fruits, but the culture of them is entirely negledled ; and there is but a very fmall number
of them to be feen in and about the villages.

T\\e.cazou is a fruit of the fize of a melon, which holds fifteen or twenty red oblong

nuts, nearly of the fize and form of a pigeon's egg ; their fubflance is farinaceous and

very nourilhing. The negroes never neglefl to cari*y fome with them when they go a

journey ; a moderate quantity of thefe nuts will ferve for their fubfiftence during a whole

day. Apparently they are a fpecies of the cacao, but the beholder is not within reach

to verify this conjedure by infpeding the ftalk.

The tonga is an oblong fruit of the fize of an egg, which enclofes a quantity of pip-

pins of the fize of a lentil. From fifty to a hundred grow upon one flalk two or three

feet high. The camba differs only from the tonga by being flat inftead of round. The
fruit grows in Provence ; it is there called berengenne.

There is found in the kingdom of Kakongo a tree about ten feet high, which in

the feafon of drought bears peas little different from ours in the pod, grain, or even in

the taffe.

The tomata is a fmall fruit of the fize and colour of a cherry ; the negroes ufe it

as an ingredient in their ragouts as we ufe onions in ours, but it is from motives of

economy and for the fake of filling up rather than of feafoning ; this fruit, abfolutely

infipid of itfelf, imbibes the tafte of the fauce without communicating any to it whatever
;

it grows on a fhrub.

The pimento is another fhrub, which grows to the height of four or five feet ; its

leaves, pretty much refembling thofe of the pomegranate, are of the fineft green. Its

fruit is a grain very like that ofbarley in fhape, but thicker and of a dazzling red. This

ftrub charms the fight when it is covered with fruit ; the fruit is the pepper of the

country ; the negroes put a great deal of it in mofl of their fauces ; but it is fo violent

that it burns the tongue and palate of the Europeans to luch a degree as to make the

fkin peel off.

There are found in many wet and marfliy places fugar canes of the fame fpecies with

thofe of St. Domingo, but the negroes have no idea of cultivating them ; they fuck the

pith of thofe which they find, and forae individuals make a trade of coUeding them to

carry to market.

On the plains arc feen bafilics which differ from ours by the height of their ftalk,

which may be about eight feet.

The cotton-tree is a fhrub of the height of five or fix-feet ; it bears a fort of large green

fruits, which are clad with a down of about a line in thicknefs ; this down is the cotton.

When the fruit is ripe it opes and difplays feveral rows of pippins, the remainder is good
for nothing. The negroes fuffer the cotton alfo to perifh, although it would not prove

inferior in poiat of quality to that of America.
8 No
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No vine has been feen in the country ; but there are fome In feveral provinces

beyond the Zaira, and they thrive there very well. The foil of Loango, Cacongo, and

other circumjacent kingdoms perhaps would not be lefs favourable to it ; but the

women, who alone take charge of the culture of the earth, pnd who nre already weighed

with labour, do not care to augment their tafk by ])lanting the vine, the juice of

which, moreover, would not be for them but for their hufliands.

The fruit trees frequently bear fruits and flowers at the fame time, and in all

feafons ; the greater pait refume their budding in arid foils and even in the greateft

drought.

The trees of the forefts are covered with leaves at all feafons ; the old ones fall only

to give place to the new ones ; fome produce fruits fit for eating, others are perennially

covered with fterile flowers, which fcatter around, to a great difl;ance, the mofl: agreeable

odour. There occurs in the kingdom of Jomba, which is to the north of Loango, a

forefl: of red dye-wood. Among an infinite variety of trees of different kinds there is not

10 be found a fmgle one refembling thofe we have in Europe. There are fome of fuch

prodigious girth that at a diftance the beholder would take them for towers rather*than

for trees. The negroes fell thofe only of middling fize ; they hollow them into canoes

of a fmgle piece, which we call pyrogues, with which they go a fifliing to fea and on
the rivers.

Some of thefe trees are tender and fpungy ; they would refill the hatchet like the bark

of the cork-tree ; but they might eafily be cut with a well-whet fabre ; others are of a

very hard wood. There are fome to be found which, at the end of a few months after

they have been felled, harden fo much that they make anvils of them for forging red

hot iron ; it would be an ufelefs attempt to drive a nail into the wood with a hammer.
The greater part of thefe trees perifli by age and decay j no one thinks of felling them,

for no one would loiow what ufe to make of them.

CHAV.VL— Of ihc Animals.

THE inhabitants of thefe countries, certain of always finding manioc In their garden,

trouble themfelves very little about what they might procure wherewith to make gdod
cheer. They prefer to found their hopes for the kitchen on the fortune of hunting or

fifliing, for days of banquet and regaling, to giving themfelves the labour of rearing

at their houfes, cattle which the officers of the king might at any infliant take away.
They rear pigs, goats, and flieep. Their pigs are fmaller than ours j their goats yield

no milk ; their fheep bear no fleeces of wool like thofe of European climates ; in other

refpeds they quite refemble them.

They have ducks which bear crefls, and are twice as large as ours ; but their fowlj

are very fmall ; they do not eat the eggs, becaufe, they fay, with a little patience an
egg becomes a chicken. According to the fame principle they fay that the Europeans
ought to pay them as dear for a couple of eggs as for a couple oi chickens ; they however
make fome fmall abatement in the price, and if you bargain with them too much they

anfwer coolly that they will wait until their eggs become chickens. It is in vain to objedl

to them on the fcore of what thefe chickens will cofl them before they are good to eat,

bccaule they do not fatten them ; the mother takes them away with her into the plain,

where they live with her at large like other birds. Thofe who fay that for the value of fix

fous thirty fowls may be had in the kingdom of Loango, are as grofsly miftaken as when
they pretend that fowls are fold at a pillole a-piece in the kingdom of Congo j but I

4 u 2 doubt
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doubt not that they deceive anybody' ; there is no reader credulous enouE^h to rely oa
the teflimony of an hiftorian, vthen he tells him that thirty fowls which fell for a hundred
crowns in one kingdom are fold for fix fous in the neighbouring kingdom.
Dogs and cats are to be found in this country. The cats have a longer muzzle than

ours ; the dogs do not bark. A miflionary faw on the confines of Loango a bay horfe

which was bounding over the plain ; he was of good height, and very handfome ; he fuf-

fered hirnfelf to be approached very clofely. At the moment when the miflionary was
regarding him, the minifler for foreign afi'airs was coming by ; he ftopt and told the

milfionary that he knew that the horfe would be very ufeful to him in the journey he
propofed to take through the country ; that if he liked he might make a good bargain

of him. The miffionary agreed to it, on condition that he (hould deliver it to him
;

but the difficulty of getting to put the bridle on him terminated the bufinefs. The
tradition is, that the king of England formerly fent two horfes, a male and a female, to

the king of Loango ; that this prince, after having examined them, ordered them to be fet

at liberty ; that fi-om that time they had wandered over the plains and forefts, where
they bred young ones ; that the horfe, which was fometimes feen near Loango, was the

laiT: of his fpecies, the others being dead of old age, or having been worried by the tygers.

The plains feed a number of animals of all kinds
;
quadrupeds, birds, and infetts. No

hares or rabbits have ever been feen there ; but there are two or three Ibrts of partridges

to be found ; fome of them have plumage of the brightefl red ; thofe of every kind are

as big as cur hens. The quails and larks have nothing which dillinguilhes them from
thofe ofEurope. Only one kind of pigeon has ever been feen there ; its plumage is

green, but its claws, beak, and eyes, are of a fine red. There is a certain bird of the fize

and pretty nearly the form of a turkey, but has a larger head, and bears, inflead of a

creit, a pierced horn like a horn at trictrac, A negro came one day to the miffionaiies

to offer them for fale an aquatic bird, which was much larger than the largeft that we fee

in France ; he had his load of it ; but hearing them anfwer that they would not buy it,

-he did not leave them much time to examine it ; they only faw that it had a neck as long

as an arm, and that it was as big as a fheep. The eagles are like thofe which are fiiown

in our fairs. The crow diff. rs in no rclpet^t from ours. There is a variety of other

birds of prey. At the feafon when the negroes fet fire to the gvafs on the plains they

are feen to fly over the flames. If they perceive any animal which has fuflTered itfelf to

be overtaken by the fire, they pounce on him with impetuofity, and carry him away
half roafled, without getting their wings at all damaged by the blaze. There are

many no£turnal birds. The owl is as big as a turkey. The cuckoo is called coucou ; it is

a little bigger than ours, and refemblesitin plumage, but fings differently. The male

begins to chant coo. coo, coo, m.juniing one note above another with as much precrfion

as a mufician would found his lit, re, mi. When he has got to the third note the female

takes it L.p, and afcends with it to the oftave ; and they always recommence the

fame fong. The fvvallowis the fame with that which we fee in Europe, but its flight is

more uniform.
'

The fparrows breed numeroufly ; they fly in flocks like ours ; they chirp in the

fame wayj they are a little finallcr, their plumage is finer and fofter, and it fliines like fatin.

The grafshopper is of the fize of a fmall bird. It has a piercing and importunate

cry ; it makes a great noife in the air
;
you would think by the beating of its wings

that a bird of prey was hovering around. Another infeQ, of the fize of a May-bug, is

of the greatcfl: utility in fo hot a climate ; it is the fcavenger and dufl;man of the whole
country. It labours with indefatij^able affiduity to colleft all the filth that might

iaf^it the airj and makes fmall balls of it, which it hides very deep in holes which it

9 has
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hns dug in the earth. It breeds in fufficient numbers to keep the towns and villages

clean.

The finning or fire-fly flies by night, and bears a pretty flrong light. It might be

taken in a dark night for one of rhofe exhalations which we call failing fl:ars. The mif-

fionaries have examined fome which came to reft on their huts ; they remarked their

bodies were of the fize of our glow-worms, and that near the wings they did not differ

greatly from them in fliape ; which inclined them to judge that thefc infeds might be a

variety of the lame fpecies.

The grafs of the plains ferves as a retreat to an infinite number of rats of different

kinds ; the largeft of which are of the fize of our cats. Here are alfo frogs and toads

larger than ours ; and a fnail of the fize of one's arm.

The woods are filled with all khids of animals. The elephants of the country difi"er

only from thofe which have been defcribed to us by being in general finailer. Their

largeft tuflcs weigh only from fifty to fixty pounds. The negroes do not dread them,

and they never hunt them. The tuflvs they fell to the Europeans are thofe which they

have found in the woods. The ivory of Loango is in great repute for its finenefs

and whitenefs.

The miflionaries have obfervcd in pafllng along a foreft, the track ofan animal which

thev have never feen ; but it muft be monftrous, the prints of its claws are feen on the

earth, and formed animpreiTion on it of about three feet in circumference. In obferving

the pofture and difpofition of the footfteps, they concluded that it did not run in this part

of its way, and that it carried its claws at the diftance of feven or eight feet one from

the other.

The lion refembles thofe of middling fize which are feen in Europe.

The tvp-er is much more dreaded in thefe countries than the lion ; there are two

fpecies of them, without reckoning the tyger cat, which eats field mice, the young of

birds, and fomeliraes fowls and ducks. The tygers of the firft fpecies are called tygers

of the woods, the others grafs-tygers, from the place where they are accuftomed to

prowl for food. The grals-tvgers are of the fize of our great dogs ; they hunt rats

and other animals which lurk in the grafs, which the uncultivated lanJs produce ; they

fometimes approach the huts by nij^htto carry away fowls and other domeftic animals
;

but they take to flight as foon as they perceive a man. The wood-tyger is much bigger

and taller than the former. He makes prey on the ftrongeft animals, fuch as buffaloes

and deer ; he couches for them as they pafs, leaps on their croup, tears them with his

claws and teeth and never leaves hold until he has made them fall beneath him ; when
this carnivorous animal is preffedby hunger, becomes out of the woods, and prowls by

night round the villages, feeking to devour dogs, pigs, flieep, and goats.

Near the place where the miflionai-ies are fettled, one of thefe tygers having fallied

forth at duflc from a neighbouring foreft, carried off" a little child whom his mother

was bringing from the fields on her back ; he then fled with precipitation to devour his

prey in the foreft. It is not fale to pafs alone through a wood, without being well

armed. 'I'he tyger has a keen fmell and piercing fight ; he fcents a man from a great

diftance ; if he fees him alone and unarmed, he draws near to attack him ; other-

wife he fliur.s the encounter. It is very rare that a hunter perceives him within,

gun-ffiot.

When a negro has killed one r.f thefe tygers, he walks about, as if in triumph, among
the villages, luppoited and attended by his friends ; he then carries the bealt to the

chief, who immediately pays him a reward propofed by the government, for him wlio

diminiflies the number of fitnguinary animals. When a tyger has devoured fome
animal
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animal in a village the peafants are fure that he will not efcape them the following night

;

they tie the remains of his prey (if he has left any) to a flake ; or they lay a new bait for

him ; they tie cords to it, which communicate with guns difpofed in fuch a manner
that they mufl neceflarily difcharge themfelves on the tyger, if he comes to bite at the

bait ; he feldom fails to return on the following night ; he falls by his own means.

The difcharge of the guns is the fignal which bids the negroes go and difpatch him,

fhould he be ftill alive.

The bufi'alo is not reckoned among the domeftic animals as in China ; he is wild and
ferocious: he wanders in the woods and defart plains, which he caufes to refound with

his difagreeable lowings and roarings ; he is rather taller than our common oxen ; from

•which, in other refpefts, he does not effentially differ. The buffalo does not flee before

the hunter ; andif the latter miffes his aim, anJhas not time to climb a tree, he is inftantly

torn to pieces. When this animal cannot wreak his vengeance on him who has

wounded him, he runs about feeking a chance vi£lim for his fury. Woe to the firft

paffenger whom he perceives, man, woman or child ; it is all over with him ! Of a fata-

lity of this kind, the miffionaries were once witneffes. One of thefe buffaloes having

fallied from the woods, turned on a woman who was bufied in cultivating her field
;

he threw her on the ground, and never quitted her until flie had expired in -ac mo ft

tragical way.

The wild-boars multiply flowly ; they feed on the roots of trees and tender wood
;

they are fmaller and lefs ferocious than thofe which feed on acorns in our European
forefts.

The animal which the Negroes denominate a wild dog is a fpecies of wolf, which
much refembles thofe we fee in France ; as he does not hold rule over the woods he

is more modeft than ours ; a man never fears to encounter him. He does not bend his

view on the larger prey, ihefe he leaves to the lion and the tyger, who do not even

fpare him when he falls under their paws ; for want of other food he fometimes browfes

grafs, and eats roots like a goat.

The monkies feclude themfelves generally in the interior of the forefl ; they feldom
walk on the ground ; they are always feen perching on the highefl trees. This however
does not hinder them, when purfued, from making a deal of way in a fhort time, leaping

from branch to branch and from tree to tree. The negroes aim lefs at killing the

mcnkies than at taking them alive, to fell to the Europeans. The way to take them
is to flrew at the foot of the trees, whither thev are want to retire, fuch fruits as they

mofl relifh, under which the fnares are laid. The ape has always her young on^ at her

fide ; fhe carries it with her when llie is purfued, and never abandons it but when Ihe

is mortally wounded. There are in the forefts of this country baboons four feet high;

the negroes affirm that when they are hard puflied they come down from the trees

with flicks in their hands to defend themfelves againfl thofe who are hunting them,

and that very often they chafe their purfuers. The miffionaries never witneffed this

fmgularity.

The roebuck and deer are not rare in the forefls ; they differ in no way from thofe of

Europe. The deer are fmaller than ours and have no horns ; the privation of this attri-

bute is of great advantage to them in the thick forfefts, where they are continually liable

to be hunted by carnivorous animals.

On the plains may be feen bounding along a flag,- whom the fmallnefs of his make
renders an object of great curiofity. He refembles at all points the flags of the country ;

like them he wants horns, he has a forked foot, a fine and limber leg j he is nearly as

big as a hare, but flendcrer ; his fize is from twelve to fifteen inches. Although he runs

very
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very light, he Is fometimes caught by hand. His mofl ordinary retreat is among the

long grafs of untllled lands, which ai"e to him what the trees of the forefts are to the

others. When the negroes perceive him they take up a great quantity of cover, and,

clofing by degrees, hem in the flag. When this little animal fees himfelf furrounded,

he no longer thinks of efcaping, but fuffers himfelf to be taken ; but he is unable to furvive

the lofs of his liberty ; if he be not killed he foon dies of grief, or he kills himftlf againft

the bars of the cage in which they have confined him ; his flefh affords delicate eating.

The forefts are filled much more than the plains with an infinity of birds of the

prettiefl plumage ; but richnefs of colour is all they poflefs, one nevery^'cj enough of

them ; one hears too much of them ; their fong is feeble and broken ; even the night-

ingale does nothing but warble ; he is larger than ours.

Pheafants and guinea-hens are very common. Parrots and parroquets are not more
rare : the negroes take them from their nefts to fell the Europeans.

They diftinguifli two kinds of turtle-dove ; there is one not larger than a thrufh

which has afli-coloured plumage; the other is of tie figure and fize of ours ; fhe has

the fame plumage, and her wing is the fame.

The negroes do not yet know the art of domcflicating bees, and making them labour

on their account, by procuring abodes for them. The forefts are the ordinary retreat

of this induftrious infeft. The hollow of a tree ferves him for a hive, and he there

depofits his combs. The bees of Africa work like the bees of Europe ; and from

flowers entirely different extract the fame honey and the fame wax ; without having

theii- model communicated they copy it perfeSly. On both hands there is the fame

wifdom in the preparations ; the fame regularity in the proportions, the fame a£tivity

in the execution ; there is no difficulty in perceiving that they are inflrufted by the fame

mafter. The honey which they yield is very delicate ; the negroes make a regale of

it ; they fuck the comb and throw away the wax. They do not llifle the bees to obtain

their honey ; they make fire under the tree whofe hollow ferves for their retreat. The
fmoke makes theni come out ; the honey is then taken ; the bees then re-enter the

fame tree, or feek a dwelling elfewhere.

Here are ants of feveral fpecies ; there is one much larger than ours, fhe has

equal forefight and application to labours ; and it is in this country that one might

more effeftually than in any other fend men to his fchool, in the words of the Sage.

Thfcfc infeds in the time of drought eagerly gather food for their fubfiftence during the

rainy ieafon. In order to defend themfelves againft the inundations, they build, by

dint of labour, fmall houfes of glazed earth (potters' clay) w hich acquire almoft the

folidity of ftone. The negroes, on overturning them, make chafing difhes of them,

which are much like our earthen chafing difhes, and they have no others.

In the thickell forefts, where the r.iys of the fun never penetrate, there are many fer-

pents. The moft common is that which they call the fcrpent Boma, which is about fifteen

feet long, and thick in proportion ; fonietimes there are fome found of much larger fize.

They told the miflionaries that fix months before their arrival in the country a little child

had gone to the woods to take birds nefts (almoft the only occupation of children) ; his

father finding that he tarried long, armed himfelt, as if for the chafe, with his fabre and

his gun to go and feek him ; on adyancing into the forelt by the moft frequented road he

perceived a ferpcnt of enormous fize ; not doubting that he was the murderer ot his fon

he attacked and killed him. Having opened the carcafe he found the child, enclofed in

its belly as in a coffin ; it was dead, but hi: received no wound. The negroes eat the

ferpents which they ki'l, and ihcfiefli isni^t bad. When the Europeans alk them why
they feed on thefe animals ? ihty themfelves afk, why the Europeans do not feed on

them ?
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them ? and they add, that if there is an animal which they ought to cat, it is mofl: cer-

tainly that which feeks to eat them.

The rivers breed fine fidi in great quantities ; that which they fifli from the ftream of

the Zaire is very delicate. There are alfo fifli-brecding lakes in this country ; there is one

near the village of Kilonga, where the miffionaries formed their firft eftablifliment. It

abounds in fi(h of feveral fpecies. Its carps are fimilar to thofe of our rivers in France,

but more delicate. They fifli up fine eels, which are much different from ours ; they

have a flat and very thick head ; their teeth are not edged ; and they much refemble in

form and fize the grinders of a man. Some rivers breed fnakes, which are like fmall

ferpents.

The fea coafts are frequented by regular profeffed filhermen ; they take mofl gene,

rally a great quantity of ray and foles of different kinds. Ahhough they embark only

in perogues they Ibraetimes take very large draughts and great filh. I have had in my
hands a jaw which mull have belonged to a monftrous fi(h ; its teeth are twenty-four lines

in circumference by twenty-nine in height ; they are fixed in fockets twenty-two lines in

depth
J

they are pretty well-edged at the extremity.

On the coafls of Loango there is a fpecies of mifchievous filh, which often occcafions

damage to Europeaa captains ; it has a head three times as large as that of an ox ; it

has a great paflion for ftaving barks and canoes ; it approaches the places where the

veffels are at anchor ; it raifes its neck above the water ; and if it perceives a canoe it

darts up to it with inipetuofity ; ftaves it at the firft onfet with its head, and takes to

flight ; it difdains the perogues ; and never attacks them.

The nets of the negroes are wrought much in the fame way as thofe of our fifhermen
;

they make diem of a flax filament, which would not yield in ftrength to the beft hemp ;

and this they procure from the banana-tree and from the bark of fome other trees. It is

not their praftice to fait their fifh, in order to preferve it. They dry it in the fun ; if it

be hot enough j but more frequently they fmoke it.

CHAP. Yll. — Societies.

THE people of thefe countries, like ourfelves, inhabit towns and villages, and they

prefent a molt ftriking image of the origin of fociety. They are not drawn together fo

much by reciprocal wants as by ties of blood, which hinder them from feparating. The
families do not difpeife, as with us, fo that in the fame town and even in the fame
village ycu difcern an infinite number of little hamlets, which are fo many families, each
having its patriarch for a prefident. A family which finds itfelftco crowded and does

not wifli to confound itfelf with the neighbouring one, may go and fettle on the firft

piece of land which is not already occupied, and there found a hamlet ; it is the afl^air of

a fingle day, in a country where the father of a family is able, with the hulp of his wife

and children, to carry away at one journey his" houfe and all his furniture, goods and
chattels. The heads of faniiries are the firft judges of them. When any difpute has

arifcn among them, they courrom the panics ; and after hearing the pleadings on both

fides, they pronounce a fort of fentcnce in juridical form. This domeftic tribunal is the

model of the other fipcnor tribunals. The laws do not allow a woman to appeal from
the Icntence of her huibaud, nor a fon from the judgment of his father ; indeed, they never
think of doing fo ; but in the fcquel we fliall fee that from the tribunal of the chief of

each village there is a power of appeal to the governar of the province, and, laftly, to

the kLig.

The
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The country is not equally peopled throughout ; the towns and villages are mofl

frequent along the banks of the rivers, the ftreamlets, lakes and the fountains ; becaufe,

doubtlefs, water being one of the mofl: eflential neceilaries of Ufe, they who have the

choice of land give the preference to that which offers it naturally, and leave the care of

digging wells 10 the lalt comers. Thofe great and fuperb towns which are to be fcen,

all built along rivers, have had no other origin ; and if we could interrogate the firft

founders of Paris, they would anfwer that in ereding their huts on the fameifpots where

we have fmce conftruded palaces, they, like the people in queftion, thought of pro-

curing a fupply of healthy water to quench their thirfl and wafh their flocks ; and had not

the fmallefl idea of building a town, (till lefs of kindling its future fplendour by the eafe

afforded it of extending its commerce.

The towns are, properly fpeaking, only great villages ; they differ from them folcly

in containing a greater number of inhabitants. Grafs grows in them, as in the villages
;

the ftreets are merely narrow path-ways. A great town is really a labyrinth ; whence a

ftranger could never get out if he had not the precaution to take a guide with liim. The
citizens have nothing which diflinguiflies them from villagers ; they are neither better

clothed nor better lodged. The female citizens of the capital go to work in the fields

like the peal'ant girls of the fmallefl; hamlet.

The vafl: forelt of which we have been fpeaking would furnifli the negroes with the

means of lodging and flieltering themfelves very commodioufly, if they would only give

tbemfelves the trouble ; they might even, for want of ft;one, which is nowhere to be found

in this country, make ufe of bricks, which might be worked from almofl: all the kinds

of earth which the land contains. The woods would fupply them with the fuel necef-

fary for burning them ; but they are in no humour to take fuch great pains for a

dwelling. Their houfes, which we call huts, are fmall cabins made of ruffles or

branches pretty flvilfully interwoven. The covering correfponds to the flirudure ; it

confifts merely of leaves ; they ufe in preference thofe of the palm-tree, which are of

fuflicient confiltency to refill for feveral years the rains and the viciffitudes of the

weather. The door of the houfe is worked into one of the gable-ends, which they take

care ffiall not beexpofed to the wind in the rainy quarter. The people know not the

ufe ofwindows. It is well known that we ourfelves, not long ago, had only very fmall

ones, as many of our ancient caftles fufficiently evince. Even now in many of our pro-

vinces old huts are found which admit the light only by a little door cut in the rooh

Any perfon in wantofa houfe, goes to market wich his wife and children. He buys

that which fuits him. Each one takes an article or piece according to his Itrength, and

they go to put it in order. To hinder it from being blown down by the wind they tie

it to flakes driven deep into the ground. A houfe of this kind has nothing difagreeable

in its appearance ; it is a fort of large bafket turned upfide down. The rich and

knowing ones fometimes have their dwellings worked with a deal of art, and lined with

mats of different colours, which are the ordinary tapcftry of the country.

They who tell us that the inhabitants of Loango make beams to their houfes of the

palm-tree have no idea of fuch habitations ; and tlicy know not that if they wiffied t(7

erect edifices fimilar to ours they might find timber of every kind in their ioren:s, much
preferable to the palm-wood for this ufe : The king of Loango's palace, as feveral

authors defcribe it to us, bears Icfs refemblance to the real abode of that prince than our

palace of the Thuillerics bears to the convent of the Capuchins. I'hey aflign to this pre-

tended palace the extent of one ordinary town, yet it is compofed only of five or fix huts,

rather larger than thofe we have been fpeaking of ; while the towns, on the contrary,

contain thoufands of them.

VOL. XVI. 4 c CHAP.
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CHAP. VIII. — The Chamber of the People. Their Vices and Virtuet.

THE author of the General Hijiory of Voyages expatiates greatly on the manneis of thefe

people, and alfo on their cuftoms and ufages. In his colleftion he has inferred different

relations of what pafles among them ; but after having perufed them one might be led

to aik if thofe who compofed them had ever been in the country ? It is from this common
fource that feveral writers of our days have dravi-n the errors which they have publiflied

refpefting the inhabitants of this country, and they have given us, doubtlefs uninten-

tionally, imaginary portraits for indubitable fa£ts. The more judicious among them,

it is true, (hocked at the manifefl contradictions which they meet in each page of thefe

relations, have contented themfelves with extrafting what appeared to them the mod
probable ; but even the little they have extraded is too much for any one who wants

nothing but truth, and is fufficient to demonftrate to any one who has lived among thofe

people, that they have not been painted to the life.

Noonecanthoroughly know the genius of the people without ftudying it, and fuch a

ftudy is not the work of a few days. A traveller, fuppofing one in good earneft, who travels

with his journid in his hand throui^h an unknown country, the language of v/hich he does

not underftand, cannot acquire any thing but a very fuperficial knowledge of the people

who inhabit it. If by chance he fhould for feveral days in fuccefiion be witnefs of fome

traits of cruelty and perfidy, he will reprefent the people as cruel and perfidious. If he

fhould have taken another route, and witneffed fome ads difplaying oppofite virtues, he

pafles an eulogium on their love of jufliceand humanity.

The relations of mariners are not always trufl:worthy, and ought not to fix our judg-

ment on this matter any more than thofe of a traveller fuch as I am fuppofing. Not only-

does their bufinefs deprive them ofleifure to become obfervers, they are not within the

reach of becoming fuch ; having no connexion with any except the fmall number of

trafficking negroes who, from a fpirit of gain and a greater facility of fatisfying their

paffions, have corrupted the virtues which diftinguifh the bulk of the nation.

It mufl be confefTed that thofe who dwell along the coafts, and the only perfons wha
frequent the Europeans, appear inclined to fraud and libertinifm ; but can we reafonably

conclude from that, without further examination, as moft hiftorians do, that irregu-

larity and double dealing are vices common to all ? We fhould laugh at the fimplicity of

an African who, after having pafled fome time at Paris without ever going a league from
the town, fhould go and tell his own countrymen that our country people do nothing but

drink, dance, and divert themfelves ; becaufe in traverfing the villages in the neigh-

bourhood of the capital he might have heard the noife of inflruments, and feen written on
the wall " here they keep weddings andfeajls^ This barbarian would Judge of our

nation as we judge of his.

HAlthough the kingdom of Congo borders upon thofe ofwhich we are now fpeaking,

we have no right to judge of its inhabitants by comparifon, and attribute to the one

what we know of the other. There may have been a time when thefe people refembled

each other, but that time is no more. No one can deny that the It ay which the Portu-

guefe have made in Congo muft have altered in a great degree the innocence and fim-

plicity of the manners of its inhabitants. I fliall however take great care not to impute

to a holy and divine religion abufes which it condemns, and evils which call forth its

groans. We muft fhut our eyes to the light of the fun, and be in faft as ill informed in

hiftory as certain modern philofophers appear to be iza this point, to be ignorant from

what an abyfs of corruption the Chriftian religion has fnatched mankind. AH that can

, reafonably
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reafonably be concluded from this decline of manners, which has followed the preaching

of the gofpel in Congo and elfewhere, is, that if it be worthy the zeal of a Chriflian prince

to favour the propagation of the faith among infidel nations, it is alfo worthy of his pru-

dence and his duty not to deftroy with one hand what he builds up with the other, by
fending on the track of the miflionaries a fet of men who have nothing of the Chriftian

but the name, which they difhonour, and whofe worfe than heathenifli conduct makes
the idolaters doubt whether the gods whom they worfliip be not preftiable even to

that of the Chriftian. Religion, fuch is the might of the empire of grace, had never

ceafed to make fome progrcfs in Congo ; and among all the licentioufnefs to which the

Portuguefe abandoned themfelves, barbarians who had become Chriftians recalled them
to a fenfe of their duty, and condemned their exceffes by the pradice of contrary virtues.

But fince the natives of the country have driven out the Portuguefe, and they no longer

receive any but mifhonaries among them ; the latter find it a much more eafy tafk to

perfuade them to the praQice of evangelical morality. Cardinal CaltcUi, prefident of the

congregation of the Propaganda, writes from Rome to the prefed: of the miflion of

Loango, that there are adually more than one hundred thoufand Chriftians in the fingle

kingdom of Congo. But the Capuchins, who, fuice the diflblution ofthe Jefuits, have

fuccceded to the charge of this vaft and laborious miflion, beginning themfelves to be

in want of fubjcfts, this flouriftiing branch of Chriltianity, if the hand which firft

formed it do not ftill fupport it, runs the rifquc of feeing itfelf deftitute in a fhort time

of the moft needful helps.

They who give to the negroes of Loango, Kakongo, and other neighbouring ftates,

the charadcrs and manners of the flaves whom we draw from among them for our colo-

nies, are the moft grofsly miftaken of all ; fmce they judge of a nation by its moft deadly

enemies, and by the moft defperate of its fubjeds. If they do fell us fome flaves of the

country, they are thofe whom their crimes have rendered unworthy of being citizens. But
moft of thofe whom we buy are taken in war from other favage nations, and who fym-

pathize fo little with the people in queftion, that they have never had either peace or

truce with them. Thofe flaves in general have many bad qualities without any mixture

of good ones : they muftbe made into good men before any thing can be done towards

making them Chriftians. They frequently preferve during hfe their native ferocity, and
the delpair of flaveryfeems to clofe their heart againft virtue.

The miflionaries, fmce their fettlcment among nations whom the holy fee has confided

to their zeal, have applied themfelves by living and converfing among them, to the taflc

of afcertaining their genius and manners, their qualities of mind and heart, their vices

and virtues. ; and the refult of their obfervations fecms to me to form a ftrong prepoflTef-

fion for them.

Thcfe people, generally fpeaking, have no application ; but they fecm capable of ac-

quiring that habit, as it it always neceflity which commands application ; and as they

have fcarcely any neccflltics, it is natural that their minds fliould remain in a fort of
inertnels, or that it ftiouKlbc never exercifed except on frivolous objeds, which amufe
without engaging. Thofe who trade, or who have the management of public an"airs, want
neither application nor activity, and the people themfelves as foon as you prei'cnt to

them an object capable of aroufing and intcrefting them, fuch as religion, will engage
in and purine it ; as experience has already ftiewn.

Sloth of body with them generally accompanies mental idlenefs. This vice how-
ever does not necefllirdy alleft the nation, fmce it does not belong to the weaker fex.

The women, inured from childhood to the hardcft toils of hulbandry, give themfelves

up to it with indefatigable ardour. The heat, it is true, invites mail to repofe, but a

4 c 3 powerful
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powerful intereft awakes him, and renders him fuperior to the climate and to himfelf.

Our own country people are never more aclive than in the feafon of the greatefl heats,

becaufe it is that of harveft. It is known that the people of ancient Latiurn inhabited

the mild climate of Italy ; and their patriotifm led them to triumph over the warlike

hordes of the north. The chriftian religion, which forbids idlenefs, and which is un-

willing that focicrty ihould fupport that perfon who refufes to labour for it, would in-

fenfibly induce men to labour, as education accultoms women to it ; this is feen among
the chriftians of Congo.

Thefe defeds, which are not irremediable, and which circumftances feem flill to

excufe, are moreover amply compenfated by natural qualities and moral virtues, which
in heathens are truly worthy of admiration. They are remarkable for a found and
penetrating mind ; when the truths of the Faith are explained to them, fome make
objeflions fpecious enough ; others make refleftions full of good fenfe, or afk ingenious

queftions, which fhew that they perfectly comprehend what is propofed to them.

They are endowed with a happy memory. The miffionaries faw fome who within a

month have repeated God's commandments which they had heard only once recited in

a public place. They make no ufe however of this faculty, for tranfmllting to futuie

ages what pafles among them that is memorable, affuming as a principle that they

fhould confine themfelves to what is flriftly neceffary, as well for knowledge as for

the wants of life ; they all live, with regard to hiftory, in that indifference which charac-

terizes the inhabitants of our country places, who know no more of what palfed in

France under Louis the Great, than under Julius Csefar. If you afk them why they do
not preferve the remembrance of what has been done by their fathers ? they anfwer,

that it fignifies little to know how the dead have lived ; the main point is, that the

living fhould be honefl people. According to the fame principle, they keep no account of

their age :
" It would be,'' fay they, " loading one's memory with an ufelefs reckoning,

fmce it does not hinder us from dying, and gives us no Infight Into the term of one's life."

They regard death as a precipice to which man haflens blindfold, fo that it is of no ufe

to him to count his fteps, becaufe he can neither perceive when he comes to the lail,

nor can he avoid It ; that is no bad excufe for their ignorance and idlenefs.

The people of thefe countries, men and women, are very fond of talking and finging ;

whence It would appear that nature is not confiflent wuh herfelf ; for all the other

animals are filcnt night and day. No fong of birds is heard in the forefls ; the cock
never awakes his mafter, even the dogs cannot bark. But amid this general filence,

the women as they till the field make it echo with their ruflic fongs ; and the men pafs

their time in telling flories, and in difcourfing on the moft trifling topics. The after-

noon is their particular time for holding their afiemblles under the fhade of a fpreading

tufted tree. They fit on the ground in circles, crofs legged. Mofl of them have

a pipe in their mouths. Thofe who have palm v/ine bring fome with them ; and now
and then they interrupt the fpeaking to drink a draught, pafhng the calebafh round. He
who begins the converfation fometlmes fpeaks ii quarter of an hour at a time. Every
one liffens in deep filence ; another takes up the talk, and they liften In the fame man-
ner ; no one who fpeaks Is ever interrupted. But when he has ceafed to utter his tattle,

the perfon whofe turn it is to fpeak has a right to oppofe him and utter his own. To
fee the fury which they throw into their declamations one would think they were dif-

cuffing the mofl thorny fubjeds, and it is a matter of great furprife when on lending an
ear, one finds that the argument Is a wretched earthen pot or a bird's feather, or fome
ridiculous and fuperllltlous obfervances. Any one who attends their converfation and
does not underftand the language, might eafily take it for a child's play. The have a

I ufage



proyart's history of loaxgo, &c. 565

ufape among them fingular enough, and well devifed for keeping awake the attention

of the hearers, and give a zeft to converfations in themfelves fo ftale ; when they fpeak

in public they exprefs numbers by geftures. He, for example, who would fay, " I have

feen fix parrots and four partridges," fays fimply " I have feen • • • parrots and
• • • • partridges," and he makes at the fame time two figns, one of which tells for fix

and the other for four, at the fame time all prefent cry owlfix, fair, and the talker goes

on. if any one would feem puzzled, or pronounces after the reft, they would fuppofe

him to have beenafleep or in a reverie, and he would be confidered impolite.

Thefe people are very mild. Difputes and contefts are rare among them ; and they

feldom or never come to blows. If they cannot agree they go and find a judge, who
reconciles them in an inftant. What a modern Hiftorian fays*, that the inhabitants of

Loango immolate their (laves to the manes of their kings, is an alTertion deftitute of the

flighteft foundation. They have not even an idea of thofe abominable facrifices.

I'he trafficking negroes, who inhabit the coafts, are for the greater part miftruftful and

felf-interefted, even to roguery. Holding as a principle that all the whites are account-

able one for another, they would make no fcruple of cheating a Frenchman if they

could ; becaufe ten years before they themfelves would have cheated the Engllfli. But

rapine and duplicity are by no means the character of the nation. On the contrary it

is remarked that thofe who inhabit the interior of the lands, unite to a great deal of

juftice and franknefs, a difintereflednefs which may be called exceffive. I'hey literally

follow the precept of the Gofpel, not to take thought for the morrow. They do not

even furmife that food and clothing ever can fail. They arc always ready to Ihare the

little they have with thofe whom they know to be in need. If they have been fortunate

in hunting or fifhing, or have procured fomething rare, they immediately run and tell

their friends and neighbours, taking to each his fhare. They would choofe to'ftint them-

felves rather than not give them this proof of their friendfliip. The reproach of avarice

is the moft cutting that can be made to any of them, and no fpecies of flattery is more

agreeable than to praife them for their freedom in giving ; and to fay that they always

give with open hand. They call the Europeans clojejijls, becaufe they give nothing for

nothing.

Politenefs is not foreign to them. They anticipate each other with reciprocal de-

ferences. They are efpecially attentive to the manner of giving and receiving faluta-

tions. If it be an equal that they meet, they make one genufleftion, rife and clap their

hands. He who meets a man who is markedly his fuperior, proftrates himfclf, bows

his head, touches the ground with the ends of his fingers, draws them to his mouth,

and, as he lifts them up, claps his hands. The perfon thus faluted, be it a prince or

even a king, never avoids returning the falutc, making the genuflexion and clapping

hands.

They are humane and obliging even to ftrangers, and to thofe from whom they have

nothing toexpcQ in return. They have no inns among them. A traveller who pafl'es

through a village at the hour of repaft, enters, without ceremony, into the firlt hut, and

is quite welcome.

The mafter of the houfe regales him with the beft he has ; and after he has repofed

awhile condudts him on his way. The mifllonaries often undertake their journies with-

out provifions, or merchandize wherewith to procure any ; they are humanely and

hofpitably received every where, nor have they ever wanted any of the neceifaries of life.

* The author of the General Hiftory of Afia, Africa, and America, torn. u.

When
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"When a negro perceives that his guefl does not eat heartily, he picks out the befl: morfel

in the difli, bites of it, and prefents him the reft, faying " Eat, and take my word for it."

This politenefs is very far from our.manners, but it is quite true to nature ; one may fee

two little « children in an orchard give and take the fruits that they have firfl tafted by
fetting their teeth in them.

During the laft war we had with England, a French fliip having run aground on the

coaft of Loango, two or three failors faved themfelves by fvvimming, and retired into a

village called Loubou. The inhabitants of the place received them kindly, and pro-

vided generoufly for their wants. They lodged, fed and clothed them for feveral years,

without requiring any labour from them ; all their occupation was to go and walk
along the coaft, and when they difcovered a veflel, they ufed to inform the negroes, who
put them into a perogue to go and reconnoiter her. If fhe was Englifli, they returned

vith great hafte, for fear left their guefts fhould fall into the hands of their enemies.

They conduced themfelves towards the failors in this manner until they found a favour-

able opportunity of returning to France, without ever exprefling any grudge at the ex-

penfe which their fojourn occafioned. It was in the very village where this took place

that the miflionaries heard of it.

In one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven, the prefect of the miflion received a

vifit from a naval officer, who faid, that having learnt that fome French priefts had
arrived at Loango, he had repaired thither to confefs himfelf, and to render thanks

unto God along with them, for his having efcaped the moft imminent danger. He told

them he had embarked in a fliip from St. Malo ; that the captain of it, feeing a floating

ifland which prefled clofe upon his quarter, had fent out a canoe with four failors,

to cut grafs on it ; but that they, being drawn by the violence of the currents, had
ftruggled againft the waves for four days and four nights, without being able to regain

their fliip ; that at length on the fifth day, the wind drove their boat on fhore. Of the

four failors who accompanied the officer, two had died of hunger and fatigue ; a third

had expired on the coall on getting out of the canoe. The officer and the failor who were
left, trailed on as well as they could to the next village. The inhabitants haftened to com-
fort them, and treated them very hofpitably in every refpefl:. When they were difpofed to

<iuit the place, the people aflured them that they might ftill ftay as long as they pleafed,

without fear of being chargeable to any one. They laid in no provifion of food when
they fet out from Loango ; the people in all the villages where they ftopt, offered them
liberally whatever they wanted ; and this treatment they met with along their whole
courfe, to the end of their journey.

Thefe people are poor, compared with us ; but in truth, he who wants nothing is as

rich as he who has every thing in plenty, and he lives much more contented. In our way
of life, we fliould think that man the moft to be pitied, who had not the means of pro-

curing a bed to lie on, or feat to fit on : at Loango, it would be fentencing a man to

aftual punifhment to oblige him to pafs one night in a good bed, or to remain two
hours in an arm-chair. The iVIateia of Kakongo, one of the moft powerful princes in

the kingdom, has an apartment furnifhed in the European ftyle ; there are beds, com-
modes, beaufets garniflied with filver mountings. The prince offers feats to the Euro-
peans who go to vifit him ; as for himfelf, he finds it much more convenient to fit on
the ground, according to the cuftom of the country. With thefe people, nothing is

known either of houies of office, cellars, granaries or wardrobes. In entering a hut
you perceive a mat, which is the maftcr's bed, his'table, and his feats ; fome earthen

veffels, which conftitute his kitchen tackle ; fome roots and fruits, thefe are his

belly-provilions. When they take a piece of game or a fifli, they make a ragout of

9 ">
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it, which Europe^.ns deem deteftable, but to their tafte it is delicious. If hunting or

fifliing furniflies them nothing for their table, they flick, to their roots and fruits ; and
they always appear content with what they are eating. If a ftrangpt comes upon them,

and they have only manioc to offer him, they make no excufc for making him partake

fuch poor cheer ; fuppofing that he ought to think it is becaufe they have nothing better

to offer him.

Reared in the midft of plenty, or at leafl in a good opinion of our own comforts of
life, and of the ,wealth which procures them, we feel ourfelves naturally led to

defpife a people fo fuTiple and poor ; but if, they themfelves underftanding that we are

the laborious artifans of a thoufand wants which they never experienced ; if, witneffing

our delicacies, our profufions, and the luxuries of our tables, they paid us back fcorn

for fcorn, and faid they were wifer than we were, I Ihould doubt whether an impartial

umpire would decide the difference in our favour.

It is an opinion which daily gains credit, that licentioufnefs of manners among thefe

people is carried to very diffolutenefs ; thus aver the modern authors who treat on this

country. Pretended travellers, fporting with the good faith of the public, are not afraid

of ftating, that proffitutions, adultery, and the mod monftrous exceffes of debauchery,

are tricks of cuftom among them, to fuch a degree, that hufbands themfelves favour

the lightnefs of their wives, and that the obfequics of their dead are celebrated by
abominations and infamy. A mercenary writer has little refpeO: for truth, when he

finds his account in difguifmg it. Such is the cafe here ; he is fure of giving pleafure

by licentious tales to that numerous clafs of frivolous and libertine readers, who fcize

with avidity all that feems to ennoble their weaknefs, or to extend over thoufands the

empire of thofe paffions which rule them. And notvvithflanding, it is after thefe calum-

nious relations that fyItems are built, and hence we aflirm very gravely, that the Chrif-

tian religion can never be the religion of all climates ; for the chaftity which it prefcribes,

forms an invincible obflacle to its eftablifliment in torrid climates, and under the burning

zone.

But they, who from the receffes of their cabinets, calculate, after their own way/
the influence of climate on manners, and who make no difficulty in afligning (compafs

in hand] the regions beyond which the worlhip and religion of the true God cannot

be extended ; thofe pretended fages, I fay, ought to take heed how they thus conftitute

themfelves accufcrs and judges of the Divinity ; for, fuppofmg that they belong not to

that horde of madmen, who regard the univerfe as the produftion of a blind agent, or

the fport of chance, I would only widi to fay this, to confound them, " explain to

us how it could have happened, that he who has ordained times and formed feafons;

who has divided tiie climates and prefided over the general economy of the univerfe,

fhould have fo ftrangely mifcalculatcd to his own difadvantage, by offering an abode

to a great portion of his creatures, in regions where his name could never be known
aright, and where his law would be defpifed ?" But provitlcnce has juftified itlclf

from this reproach, long before any one thought of making it. No one can be ignorant

that it was in the hotteft climates that the Chriffian religion operated the grcatelt

miracles ; it was in the midll: of the arid deferts and burning fands of tlie Thebai's, tliat

during many ages, whole millions of folitary men, before the admiring eyes of the whole
world, preferved the mofl pcrfccl chaflity, and led a life totally angelic.

But whatever may be the rcfult of obfcrvations made on other people, they cannot
deftroy thofe which the miffionaries have made for many years, on thofe of whom we
are fpcaking. To fit in true judgment, we mufl have feen every thing, calculated

every thing ; the heat of the climate, if it is tempered by a fober and frugal life, will

always
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always be much lefs hurtful to chaftity, than other ftimulants in the coldeft countries

;

than the wines, the fucculent viands, the fights, the impaffioned accents of mufic, the

licentious writings, the aflbciation and intercourfe of young perfons of both fexes ; baits

of voluptuoufnels which are quite unknown among the people in qucftion. They feed

habitually on roots, vegetables, and fruits ; they drink water ; they lie on hard furfaces;

they are chafte as it were, by nature, and without the efforts of virtue. They, however,

attach honour to the pradice of chaftity, and fliame to the contrary vices. An author,

cited in the General Hi/iory of Voyages, fays, that at Loango they are perfuaded that the

crime of a maid who has not refilled feduftion, would be fufficient to draw down a

total ruin on the whole country, were it not expiated by a public avowal made to the

king ; and the fame writer, impelled by I know not what kind of blind bias for calum-

niating the manners of this people, adds, that this avowal, however, has nothing in it

humiliating. But it is eafy to judge, that a fault which is deemed fufficiently enormous

to provoke the wrath of Heaven, muft condemn to opprobrium and fliame, the culprit

who is obliged to make the avowal.

A man, as we fhall foon fee, may marry as many women as he finds willing to attach

themfelves to him ; but it is an unheard-of thing for a man and woman to cohabit

publicly, without being lawfully efpoufed. There are never feen in this country, as

in the great towns of Europe, any of thofe focieties of women, who keep a fchool of

debauchery.

They would not fuffer them to traffic fliamefully with their honour, by walldng in

the ftreets ; ftill lefs would they be allowed to exercife the infamous trade of feducing

and corrupting youth. The language, though very rich, offers no term which cor-

refponds with that of a female debauchee ; ir is exprefled by a Portugueze word.

The Negreffes have, like the Negroes, their arms and bofoms uncovered, efpecially

when at work ; but the cuftom is general ; no one thinks of it ; no one is fcandalized

at it ; and it is wrong with authors to have concluded thence, that they brave all the

laws of modefty. This nudity of a Negrefs, who from morning to night is occupied

in cultivating the field under a burning fun, is lefs infidious and lefs (hocking to pub-

lic decency, in that counrry, than the half-nakednefs of our court ladies among us.

Whenever the miffionaries found themfelves among the inhabitants of the country, in

the paffage of rivers where there are no boats, they obferved, that when a woman
entered the water, all the men turned away their eyes until flie had got to the other

fide ; the women on their part, do the fame when the men pafs.

The young girls accompany their mothers every where, who require from tliem

theftricleft referve. A youth durft notfpeak to a girl, except in her mother's prefence;

he cannot make her a prefent except when he aflcs her in marriage. A miffionary

one day met a little Negrefs returning from the fields with her mother ; flie faid to

him in the language of the country, and in a jocular tone, " Good day, man of GodF'

Her mother immediately gave her a fevere reprimand for having fpoken to a man, and

with fo Httle referve. Dancing is in this country a daily exercife, but the men never

dance except with men, nor the womenjexcept with women. The forigs of joy, which

generally accompany their dances, have nothing in them offenfive to modefty.

CHAP. IX.]— Of Marriages and Alliances.

POLYGAMY is authorized by the national laws, and it is allowable for a man to

marry as many women as he thinks proper j but this Uberty which rhe law allows,

is reftrained by nature. The number of women among them does^ not appear to fur-

paft

I
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pafs that of the men, perhaps It does not even reach it ; fo that a Grandee of the

country cannot marry twenty women, without placing nineteen of his fellow citizens

under the necefllty of obferving celibacy. Befides, a woman generally prefers the

advantage of being the fole fpoufe of an individual, to the honour of being the wife

of a lord, who muft give her a great number of rivals ; thus it is only the rich who
can ufe the privilege, or rather the abufe of the law, for that is the only name which

can fuit a difpofition which favours one party in fociety, to the detriment of the other.

But as the clafs of rich perfons is far from numerous, all the free men, and even mofl

of the flaves dill find means to marry. Thofe who ftated that the commoneft Negroes

in the country have each two or three wives, would have to reckon beforehand,

whether the number of women twice or thrice furpaffed that of the men ; as thofe

who allot feven thoufand to a king of Loango, muft have afcertained that there is that

number in his whole capital; this, no one who' has been upon the fpot dare afTure

them.

The fathers and mothers leave to their boys the care of choofmg a wife. Tha
marriage of the girls is confidered a houfehold aifair, which concerns the mother only.

The wives bring no portion to their hufband ; on the contrary, when a boy wants to

have a maid in marriage, he goes to find her mother, and makes her thofe prefents

which he judges will be moft agreeable to her. If thefe prefents, or the hand which

ofiers them, do not pleafe the mother, fhe refufes them. If flie accepts them, the young

man immediately prefents gifts to the maid alfo, who is ftill free to receive or rejeft

them. The acceptance of prefents on the part of the mother and daughter is equiva-

lent to a promife of marriage. The nuptials, however, are not celebrated until about

a month afterwards ; and during that time the girl appears in public, with her body

painted rod, in order that all the world may know, that the man with whom flie is feeu

to cohabit is her hufband. "Were not this ceremony previoufly obferved, the marriage

would be deemed illegal and facrilegious, and the parents of the girl would have a right

to punifli her with death. The term prefcribed by ufage being expired, the girl wafhes

away the red colour with which fhe has been ftained, and the nuptials are celebrated

with dances and ruflic fongs.

Marriage thus contrafted, forms an indiffoluble bond. There are only certain par-

ticular cafes excepted by the law, which authorize a hufband to divorce his wife ; as

for inflance, when a princefs choofes him for her hufband. Conjugal chaftity is Angu-

larly refpedted among thefe people ; adultery is placed in the lift of the greateft crimes.

By an opinion generally received, the women are perfuaded that if they were to render

themfelves guilty of infidelity, the greateft misfortunes would overwhelm them, unlefs

they averted them by an avowal made to their hufbands, and in obtaining their pardoit

for the injury they might have done. There are ftill fome more faults of which the

wives think themfelves bound to accufe themfelves to their hufbands. This accufatioil

is a fort of religious ceremony. The hufband takes care to be always eafily to be in-

treated to pardon his wife for the faults which fhe avows to him j but if flie names an

accomplice, he has a right to profccute and bring that oflender to juftice ; and he never

fails to do fo, el'pecially if the man has carried his audacity fb tar as to ftain the nup-

tial couch. When this crime is in agitation, the judge does not require other proofs

than the denunciation of the hufband, confirmed by the avowal of the wife ; becaule

he fuppofes that this avowal, which condemns her to infamy, cannot but be the cry of

confcience. She is acquitted of it at the tribunal of the judge, as fhe is before her

hufband, for the fake of her repentance and fliame ; but it is not fo with the feducer ;

the law ordains that he fhall be placed in the power, and at the difcrctioa of the man
VOL. XVI. 4U whom
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whom he has outraged ; and he becomes his flave, at lead unlefs he be rich enough to

ranfom himfelf. It is not to be fuppofed that fuch flaves are at all fpared by their

mafters.

A princefs has the double right of choofmg from among the people, fuch a hulljand as

file thinks proper, even if he be already married, and to oblige him to have her alone

for his fpoufe. As this lad condition generally appears too hard to the princes, it is

rare that the princefles find any of them willing to marry them, even the commoners
dread their alliance ; but when it is offered them, they are obliged to accept it, on pain

of being conftrained by confifcation of body and goods. They have alfo a liberty,

which none of the women of the people have; they can divorce a hufband who no
longer fuits them, and choofe another ; and it does not appear that they need aflign

any other motive for their divorce, than their will. In order that the divorced hufband

of a princefs may marry, or even take back his former wife, if he had one before his

marriage with the princefs, he muft obtain the permiffion of the king, vi^ho is gene-

rally very free and eafy on this point.

The little kingdom of n'-Goio acknowledges its dependence on that of Loango, by
giving to the king a princefs of the blood, who is not to be the firfl: among his fpoufes,

and has none of the privileges of the other princeffes.

He on whom the princefs fixes her choice to become her hufband, begins by rubbing

his body with palm oil, and painting himfelf ted : this is the firlt exercife of a
month's retreat, which he paffes altogether at home, without ever flepping outfide the

door. During this time he feeds on the commoneft meat, and drinks only water. At
the end of the month he waflies himfelf, and marries the princefs with a great deal of
magnificence. But the day of his wedding is the lad of his liberty. The hufband of

a princefs is lefs her fpoufe than her flave and her prifoner. He engages himfelf, in

marrying her, never more to look on a woman during the whole time he cohabits

with her. Never does he go out, unlefs accompanied by a numerous efcort of part of
his guards before, to drive afide all the women on the road where he is to pafs.

If, in fplte of thefe precautions, a woman meet him on his way, and he has the ill luck

to cafh his eyes upon her, the princefs, on the depofition of her fpies, may have his

head chopped off, and fhe commonly ufes this right. This fort of libertinifm, fuf-

tained by power, often carries the princeffes to the greateft exceffcs : 'but nothing is

dreaded fo much as their anger. Cruelty feems to be their nature, and it might be
faid, that they wlfh to revenge themfelves on all who approach them, of the fort of
fervitude to which their fex is condemned.
The condition of other women adually fornis a llriking contrail with that of the

princeffes. While the latter treat their hufbanus as imperious miftreffes ; the former
are to theirs in a date of dependence bordering on flavery. When they fpeak to them,
It is always kneeling. They alone are charged with the cultivation of the lands, and
with all in-door work ; it is their bufinefs to provide for their own fubfidence, and that

of their children and hufband.

If a n.an has many wives, each in her turn dreffcs his viifluals, and holds herfelf

honoured in waiting on him at table, and then in receiving at his hand, the leavings for

herfelf and children. The hufband, in order not to excite jealoufy among his wives,

ufcs no familiarity with any of them. He always dwells alone in his hut, and each of
them in hers, with her children. Th's feparation of dwelling does- not prevent dif-

ferences from arifing among them now and then, which the hufband, according to the

ufage of the country, has a right to tcrnanate jurluically. On thexomplaint which has

been prefern d to him, he orders the two rivals to appear together before him ; each

lo pleads
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pleads her caufe kneeling ; wh'lil he himfelf fits on the ground with his feet crofled.

After having heard them, he pronounces fentence ; they retire in filence, teftifying the

moft entire fubmifllon to his judgment. It appears, that thofe who have feveral wives,

make fome diftinction among them ; and that fbme are wives of the firft order, others

of the fecond order ; of the latter clafs there are fome who are truly flaves. The lot

of princes' wives differs much from that of princefles ; they are not difpenfcd with in

domeftic labour, and they are frequently occupied like others in the cultivation of

the lands.

The hufband commonly is at the charge of giving dreffes to his wife, and main-
taining her houi'e ; he goes a hunting and fifhing. When thofe who have many wives

have procured a fufficient quantity of game and fifli, they diftribute it among all their

wives, fcrupuloufly obferving, that the Ihares are equal according to the number of

their children, if what they have taken is not fufficient for all, they divide only with

her who has charge of the kitchen that day. The commonalty of goods between
huftiands and wives is not held in this country ; it is attended with too many incon-

veniences for the ufage of polygamy. As to fucceffions, the children do not inherit from
their father ; but only from their mother. The goods of the father are reverfible after

death to his eldefl uterine brother, if he has one. In defed of brothers, to the eldefl:

fon of hiseldeft uterine filler, orlaltly, to the eldefl; Ton of his nearefl. maternal relation.

Succeflions among the poor, that is to fay, the bulk of the nation, are reduced to a
houfe, a gun, a fabre, fome wooden or earthen veiTels, and a few macoutcs ; fometimes

they jrc of (till lefs value. Thofe of the rich, of the princes and kings, confifl: of
flaves, cotton cloths covered with filver, coral, fabres, guns, and other eftedts drawn
from Europe. As the king is proprietary of the kingdom, the lands and lordfliips which
the great hold by the title of government, do not pafs to their heirs, unlefs they pur-

chale the preference by dint of prefents to the king and his minifters.

CHAP. X.

—

Of the Education of the Children.

THE fathers take no particular care of the education of their children. They
contint themfelves with infpiring them with a certain vague fear of the Divinity, of

which they themfelves have very confufed notions. They induce them by example,

more than difcourft, to refpeft their fuperftitious practices ; to avoid lying, theft, and

perjury. They alfo enjoin them to refpeft the Ganga or miniflers, and the aged.

They give them lefibns as occafion requires. There is no public fchool among thefe

people, either for religion, or for fciences ; and there are few trades to which they

can bind their children. The young girls are as laborious as their mothers. Always

at their fide, tliey (hare with them the hardefl: toils of the field, and ail the cares of the

houfthold. They go to gather fire-wood in the foreft s, and draw water from the river,

which is frequently a quarter of a league diftant. But the little boys, following the

example of their father, will take no part in the labours with which their fillers are

overwhelmed ; and fcarcely do they arrive at years of difcretion, when they alVume

the tone of mafliers over them, as they fee their father do over their motlur. A mif-

fionary one dav heard a mother giving a fmall ci^mmifiion to her fon. The child was

only about eight years old, but he anfwercd gravely, " Do you think then that I

am a boy ?"

Whilll the mother works with her daughters, the boy^ amufe themfelves and idle

away their time with children of the fame age. They play but little ; fometimes they

4 D 2 i^tk.
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feek fugar-canes, ananas, and other fruits delicious to the tafte ; but their great and

almofl only occupation, is to go a bird-nefting in the forefts, where they find them in

great numbers, and of the finefl plumage. They alfo take them in traps and with

nets, ufing ants' eggs for baits. Many children there are among us, who would

more eafily accuftom themfelves to this way of life, than to the feverities of

ftudy.

When they are come to the age of fifteen or fixteen, they engage voluntarily in

fifhing ; or they go to the chace as foon as they can find means to purchafe a gun.

Some of them manufafture macoutes, which are little bits of linen cloth, which pafs

for money in the country.

CHAP. Tl.^OfArts and Trades.

THESE people have no knowledge of writing, nor any figns which may ftand

in its (lead. They have therefore no records but tradition, which is maintained

by certain ufages. The arts among them are Itill in their infancy ; they exercife thofc

only which are neceffary to life, and even thofe in a very imperfed manner.

Their phyficians are revered as very eftimable men, quite eflential to the welfare of

fociety : their art forms part of the religion. They bear the name of Ganga, which in

the language of the country fignifies minifter. When they come to a patient, they a(k

him where his ailment lies ? and they fet to blowing on the part affefted ; after that they

make fomentations, and tie up his limbs in different places with bandages : thefe are the

preliminaries ufed in all difeafes ; they know nothing either of phlebotomy or of

medicines. There are cafes in which they employ fimples of different forts, but only

topically. The miffionaries could not get to know the virtues ot them. They always

chew fome before they breathe upon their patients, which operation may well, efpecially

in external hurts, produce fome natural effedl. The phyficians of the country know
alfo a very falutary remedy, in their opinion, for all difeafes j but this they only employ
in favour of thofe who can afford the expenfe ; when they are called in to a rich man,
they take with them all the performers on mufical inftruments they can find in the

country : they all enter in filence ; but at the firil fignal which they give, the mufical

troop begin their performance ; fome are furnilhed with Itringed inftruments ; others

beat on the trunks of hollow trees, covered with Ikin, a Ibrt of tabor. All of them
uniting their voices with the found of the inftruments, round the patient's bed, make
a terrible uproar and din ; which is often continued for feveral days and nights in fuc-

ceflion. To an European the remedy would be worfe than the difeafe ; but this mufic,

which charms the negroes when they are in good health, cannot make them feel, in

ficknefs, a more difagreeable fenfation than the moft harmonious concert would to one

of us ; and in this cafe the remedy muft certainly not be fo violent as might at firft be

imagined. Be that as it may, when the ftate of .the patient begins to grow worfe, they

endeavour to draw from their inftruments the moil piercing founds, and make the

whole neighbourhood refound with their cries, as if they wanted to frighten Death and

put him to flight. If they do not fucceed in this, as it often happens, they confole

themfelves in the thought, that they have done their duty, and that the relations of the

defun£t have nothing to reproach them with. All the time the choir of miificians

remain near the deceafed, the phyficians pay him frequent vifits, and come at

ftated hours to adminifter different remedies to him, and to blow upon his

pained part.

The
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The inoft common difeafes of thefe climates are fevers, fmall-pox, meafles, and palfy.

The latter is called the King's difeafe ; the negroes regard it as the punifhment for fome
attempt meditated againfl the king ; the paralytic, however, is never judicially pro-

fecuted, hecaufe it is fuppofed that Heaven, who has deprived him of the ufe of fome of

his limbs, has puniflied him according to the degree of his malicious intention ; but

he is regarded as a wicked citizen.

The phyficians prefcribe no particular regimen to their patients ; they order them to

have every thing they want, either to eat or drink, without any regard to quantity or
quality ; but if they afli for nothing, nothing is to be offered them. This method is

not without its inconveniences, but it may alfo have its advantages. As foon as the

patient is dead, or when he is cured, his relations make a gathering on the fpot, for the

profit of the phvfician who has attended him duiing his illnefs. When the gatherers

went to the niilTionaries, they generally afked them for European brandy, affuring

them, that it was the thing which would mofl: pleafe the Doctor.

As the greater part of our difeafes are occafioned by exceffes of the table, the negroes

who always lead an uniform, fober, and frugal life, are rarely fick, and a great number
among them, attain an extreme old age. The a£i;ual king of Kakongo, named
Poukcuta, is one hundred and twenty-fix years of age. He has always been in good
health, and it was only in the month of March lad year, that he felt, for the firfl; time,

the infirmities of old age, and that his fight and legs began to weaken ; but his head
is (till found, and he habitually employs five or fix hours a day, in adminiftering

juftice to his fubjeds. 1 he princefs Ma-inteva, his aunt, is about as old, and in equal

health.

When the negroes feel themfelves indifpofed, they make a ptifan of dog's tooth,

which is the fame as ours. Thofe who have ailings which do not oblige them to keep
their bed, go themfelves to the Dodors, who prefcribe to them foirve fuperflitious

practices, to which they attribute the cure, which nature herfelf operates.

Although thefe phyficians, as we have jull now fufficiently (hewn, are no great

conjurors, the people believe them to be very deeply verfed in the fecrets of magic ;

and they alfo do not forbid themfelves the acquifition of the occult fciences, which are

attributed to them, as well as the commerce, fuppofed to be eilabliflied between them
and the evil fpirit whom they undertake to appeafc. The children of the Dodors
fucceed their fathers.

The miffionaries one day had occafion to fee a negro, the lord of a village, whom
neither the found of inilruments nor the breathings of the dodors, nor even their

topical remedies, had been able to cure. His difeafe bore fytnptoms quite fingular and
peculiar ; at the moment when the fit feized him, day or night, he went out and ran at

random over the plains and throu.^h the forefts, maldng lamentable bowlings and cries,

like one ponofftil with a devil. His eyes were haggard and inflamed, he foamed at the

mouth, and when he itopped, he appeared (haken with violent convulfions, although he
did harm to no one. The inhabitants of the country, when he was in this (late,

dreaded to meet him, more than they dreaded a wild beafl. When thefe fits of fury

fubfided, the man appeared very rational, and fpoke fenfibly ; but all that the mif-

fionaries could draw from him, and what he conltantly told every body, was, that he
was haunted by a great fpedre, the fight of which (liook him and put him befide himfelf,

and then he knew not where he was, nor what he did. The miflionarics not being

able to follow this man, and to examine him in his mad fits, fuppofed that the diforder

was occafioned by organic derangement ; though it is not impoffible that the demon
who idrcady poflefles the fouls of the wretched inhabitants of thefe countries, may alfo

fomctimes
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fometlmes extend his dominion over the bodies ; and that, by a jufl: judgment of God,

lie begins to punifh them, even in this life, for the facrilegious worfliip they paid him.

We have fpoken elfewhere of agricuhure; it is the women who carry it on.

They have no other inftrument of tillage than a little pointed fpade, which is pretty

much like the trowels of our mafons. They who fay they have feen a quantity of

vine-dreders in Loango, ought to have feen, that there are no vines in the country.

The men, befides, by an univerfal prejudice, founded no doubt on their indolence,

would think they degraded themfelves if they tilled the ground. They prefer to attach

honour to more amufmg and lefs toilfome occupations ; almofl all of them are hunters

and fifliers. A great number are alfo carpenters, if we may give that name to tbofe

who conftruiSl fuch houfes as we have defcribtd. There are alfo fmiths among them,

as well as potters, weavers, and falt-makers.

The fmiths get their iron from Europe. To heat it they ufe charcoal. They
hammer it on anvils made of wood harder than (lone.. There have been feen how-
ever, fome fmall iron anvils in the King's forges at Loango. The workmen are How,

and not very (kilful •, they make only fmall ware. The hammers they ufe are no heavier

than thofe of our upholfterers. Their bellows are of a pretty ingenious make.

The potters make all forts of earthen veffels, which they bake in the midll of

a great fire. They are fafhioned almofl as well as thofe of Europe, although no

wheel is ufed. The potters alfo make tobacco pipes, the great confnmption of which

forms a confiderable branch of their petty trade.

The weavers make their cloths of a grafs about two feet high, which grows unfilled

in the defert plains, and needs no preparation to be put to work. The length of the

grafs is the length of the web ; they make it rather narrower than long. This cloth is

woven like ours ; but they make it on their knees, without flmttle or loom : having the

patience to pafs the woof through the threads with their fingers, in the fame way that

our bafket-makers weave their hurdles. Although they work with fuch quicknefs

that one can fcarcely follow their fingers with one's eyes, they get flowly forward.

The befl workmen do not make more than the length of an ell of cloth in the

fpace of eight days.

Their little pieces, which we call macoutes, ferve as the current money of the country.

The merchants have no right to refufe in exchange for them the goods they bring to

market. Befides the common cloths, the negroes make little bags, caps, and other

articles, fome of which would be admired in Europe for the variety of the defign,

and the delicacy of the workmanfhip. In the country is found a tree, the inner

bark of which is really a cloth, as flrong and flexible as ours : the negroes ufe it as

macoutes, and as materials for clothes.

The peafants of the villages near the fea, are moflly falters. All their art confifls

in evaporating fea water over a great fire, which depofits the fait at the bottom of

veffels employed for the purpofe.

CHAP. Xn.— Of the mode of Drefs, and offome particular Ufages.

THESE people have no fpecies of veflment which anfwers to our fhirts ; they are un-

covered down to the waift in all feafons ; and they go always bare-foot and bare-legged.

Their drefs confifls of a fmall under petticoat which we call pagne, and which refembles

that worn by our bakers' boys and brewera' apprentices. It reaches half way down the

legj fome of them leave a long tail to it. The poor make it of their own country cloth ;

the
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the rich make it of a cotton cloth, or of other light fluffs brought from Europe. This
petticoat is furmounted with a broad girdle, commonly of red or blue cloth, mofl of
them have only one drefs, which they wear night and day, until it is too much worn or

too dirty, for they never wafh their clothes. By a ufage very different from ours, the

men have always caps on, and the women go bare-headed ; they wear their hair, the

men fhave their heads. The heads of thofe who afpire to glory in apparel, refemble

a parterre
;
you fee alleys and figures traced on them with a great deal of fymmetry.

Allowing for this difference, the women are drcffed pretty much like the men ; and the

author of the General Hiflory of Afia, Africa, and America, has been ill informed, when
he fays in Vol. XII. of his work that their petticoats are not furmounted by a girdle like

thofe of the men ; it is however remarked, that they have lefs inclination than the men for

glittering ornaments ; on feafl days, for want ofjewelry they attire themfelves in rafcades
;

the rafcade is a bead of glafs, of which chaplets are made in Europe. They make collars

and bracelets of them, and even put them round their legs : fome men envy them this

brilliant attire ; but inftead of employing the rafcade in collars and bracelets, they make a

fort of bandolier cf it. The men as well as the women and even the children carry in

their girdle a fheathed knife, like our head cooks. This knife, which is always well ff.arp-

ened, ferves as a razor for their beard, and as fciffars for their poll. A modern hiftorian,

ill informed on the ufages of the country, fays, that the inhabitants of Loango make their

bed polls of the palm tree. Ifthefe people ufed bed polls, they might find in their

forefts many trees preferable to the palm for this purpofe ; but their bed is merely a

mat for the poor, and an European carpet for the rich ; this does not hinder them from
fleeping foundly. The mofl diligent are never up before fun-rife, and the greater part

not till long afterwards. If they have any work to do, it is commonly done before dinner.

They make only two meals ; the firfl at ten o'clock, and the fecond at night-fall. Al-

.

though they tire themfelves very little in the forenoon, they reft almoft the whole after-

noon ; except when they take a fancy to go a hunting or a fifliing, we have fliewn that

their moft common paftime, is talk. Many of them play at a game very like our games of

draughts and chefs ; they amufe themfelves alfo at a hand game, which confifts in beat-

ing themfelves in cadences quicker or flower, in different parts of the body, fo as jufl to

meet and flrike at the fame time each other's hands ; they often gather together in a

public place, under the fliade of a well-tufted tree, to hold concerts. Each is admitted

to play his part ; they are lefs harmonious, but more noify than ours. 1 hey ufc all forts of

flringcd inflruments made by themfelves in their own way; trumpets, fifes, and drums,
coinprife alfo a part of their fymphonies ; they always mix their verfes with the founds of

their inflruments. '1 he more noife is made, the belter the piece is performed ; thefe con-

certs, which flatter and tranfport the negroes, alfo amufe the Europeans, who cannot help

laughing at this flrange refultof an infinity of voices accompanied by hoarfe braying in-

flruments of all kinds. If fome of our military muficians were to land in thefe countries,

they would become new Orphci, and draw after them the towns and villages ; but the

tender and impaflionedairs of our beft opera muficians would be laughed at.

Although dancing is a fatiguing exercife in fuch hot countries, it is much pradlifed.

It is fometimes a diverfion ; but oftcncr a religious ceremony. The negroes dance when
they are in forrow, juft as they do when they are joyful ; at the funeral of their fathers,

as at ilicir own wedding, the fong ever accompanies the dance ; the moft qualified of the

troop, or he who can fing beft, begins alone, and the others repeat the long, and dance
to it as our provincial peafants do. They have no fongs compofed, they make them
oft hand ; and lake their fubjeft from exifting circuuiftances. The miftionaries one
day heard of a woman, who, dancing on the occafion of her huftjaiid's death, deplored

his
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his lot and that of her children ; flie compared the defund to the roofof a houfe, the fall

of which foon involves that of the whole edifice ;
" Alas ! (cried fhe, in her language,)

the ridge has fallen ; there lies the building expofed to the weather, all is over ; the

ruin is unavoidable."

The more remote the negroes are from fweetnefs and nature in their concerts, the

more fentiment and truth they throw into their dances and ruitic longs. Be they pro-

voked by grief, or excited by joy, they are always the faithful expreffion of nature.

The heai'er is moved with them, in fpite of himfelf; efpecially when he beholds their

adion. One day, when two milTionaries were pafiing through a village, they heard of a

mother whofe fon fome robbers had flolen, and fold as a flave to the Europeans. This

woman, in the firfl tranfport of woe, failles from her houfe diifolved in tears, holding

her daughter by the hand ; fhe immediately fell to dancing with her, chaimting her

misfortune in the mofl piteous and touching tone. Now flie curfed the day when fhe be-

came a mother ; then llie called her fon, making imprecations againft the wretches who
had borne him away ; at other times llie reproached for their mcft cruel avarice thofc

European merchants who buy from all hands thofe who are offered to them as flaves.

Struck by the novelty of the fight, the miffionaries flopped a moment : the long of the de-

folated mother, the abundance of her tears, the irregular movement wliich agitated her

by turns, even the diforder of the dance— all rendered the fentiment, all expreffed

nature with fuch energy, that the miffionaries themfclves, pierced with profound grief,

felt their tears flow and retired weeping. The women, like the men, have their affem-

blies for diverfion and dancing : but only on feaft days, or when they have finifhed their

toils of the field, and the bufinefs of the houfehold. They arc never confounded with

the men ; even the wife does not dance with her hufband, nor the lifter with her brother.

They never work above three days in fucceflion ; the fourth is for them a general refl

day, during which they are not allow^ed to bufy themfelvcs in tillage. The men, who
repofe habitually, work flill lefs on that day. They walk, fport, and go to market. The
miilionaries have never been able to procure from the negroes any explanation of this

period of four days, which forms their week. They know neither months nor years.

When they reckon time, which they rarely do, it is by moons and feafons ; thus to

make them underfland that our Lord offered himfelf for the falvation of men at thirty-

three years of age, we tell them that he was fixty-fix feafons old.

It was matter of furprife to fee people who count nothing, not even their age, fhould

have like us the ufe of numbers, which they carry even to infinity. They begin by nu-

merating like us, one, two, three, 8cc. &c. as far as ten: inflead of faying ten, they

fay tithing, and they continue tithing one, tithing two, tithing three, up to twenty :

then they fay two lithings, next two tithings one, two tithings two, two tithings three,

ice. they numerate them as far as nine tithings nine ; then they fay a hundred, and begin

again ; when they come to ten hundreds, they employ a term which anfwers to a thoufand

;

and they thus continue to numerate as far as millions and milliards. Numbers are

Ibmetimes matters of entertainment to the fages' of the country.

It is commonly at night-fall that the negroes make their fecond repafl ; it is not

more fplendid than the firil. In the evening they light torches, which are of the fize of

thofe which our lacqueys carry behind carriages ; they are made of an odoriferous gum,
which dillils plentifully from one of the forelt trees, and which petrifie in rollers. Inltead

of putting their wick in the torch, they put the torch into the wick, by invefling the

rollers with Hax and bits of dry wood. Thefe torches throw up a light fmoke, which
fprcads an agreeable odour to a great diftance. Although the nights are never cold,

they commonly light a fire in the evening to purify the air, which by the continual ex-

t 4 halations

I



FROYART's history of tOANCO, &C.
l*]*]

halations from the earth, is rendered thick and unwholcfomc. Their hearth, vhen no

rain falls, is in the middle of the court. That is alfo the place where they take their

evening repafl. Immediately after fupper they retire to their huts, and lie down on

their mats, unlefs fome neighbour comes to talk, or they have to dance in honour

of a dead perfon, which very often h^pens ; becaufe they are accuftomed, as we fhall

fee in the fequel, to dance for feveral months for their neareft relatives, and in pro-

portion for others, and each for their friends. On thefe occafions they watch the

greater part of the night, and fleep by day.

CHAP. XIII. — Of the Government.

THE government with thefe people is purely defpotic. They fay their lives and
goods belong to the king ; that he may difpofe of and deprive them of them when he
pleafes, without form of procefs, and without their having any thing to complain of.

In his prefence they pay marks of refped which refemble adoration. The individuals

of the lower clafles are perfuaded that his power is not confined to the earth, and that

he has credit enough to make rain fall from heaven : hence they fail not, when a con-

tinuance of drought makes them fearful about the harveft, to reprefcnt to him that if he

does not take care to water the lands of his kingdom, they will die of hunger, and
will find it impoflible to make him the ufual prefents.

The king, to fatisfy the people, without however compromifing himfelf with heaven,

devolves the affair on one of his minifters, to whom he gives orders to caufe to fall

without delay upon the plains as much rain as is wanted to fertilize them. When the

minifter fees a cloud which he prefumes mud flied rain, he fhews himfelf in public, as

if to exercife the orders of his prince. The women and children troop around him,

crying with all their might Give us rain, give us rain : and he promifes them fome.

The king, who reigns as a defpot over the people, is often difturbed in the exercife

of his power, by the princes his vaffals, many of whom are not much inferior to him ia

force. Thefe princes voluntarily acknowledge their dependance fo long as the king

cxa£ts nothing from them which impairs their privileges or pretenfions j but fliould

the fovereign authority feem inclined to conflrain them, they endeavour to withdraw

themfelves from it by open force and by dint of arms.

The flaves are not the moft ill-treated perfons in thefe flates : the king and the

princes fpare thofc who belong to them, under the apprehenfion, lefl, having nothing

which attaches them to their native foil, they Ihould pafs into the fervice of foreign

princes, who always very willingly feize the opportunity of augmenting their pof-

feflions, by affuring to fugitive flaves who are viilling to furrender themfelves to them,

the fame lot and condition in life which they have left. The free negroes are more to

be pitied, with rcfpeft to their condition. They arc obliged to make prefents to the

king, in proportion to the number of their flaves, of the lands they till, and the cattle

they breed. If the king thinks they do not give enough, he fends flaves to their places

to take what they have. Jufl; and humane kings do not permit themfelves to make
thefe cruel exai^ions ; but their minillers, the governors of provinces, and other

fubaltern ofiicers, often execute them in their name. The people fuffer without com-
plaining, being perfuaded that the king in dclpoiling them, only exercifes his right,

and conible themftlves with the thought that they fliall always find a few roots of

manive to fubfift upon.

VOL. XVI. 4 s This
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This form of adminiftration, as it may be eafily imagined, ftifies the very germ of

emulation ; the arts do not improve, every thing languiflies. Even fuppofing the king

to be fole proprietary of the whole kingdom, if his fubjccts by paying him a fixed tax,

in pi-oportion to the lands they could till, might promife themfelves, like the farmers

of our lords, to gather in quictnefs the fruits of their labours and their iiiduftry ; their

rich plains which are now abandoned would be tilled with care, or covered uith cattle
j

the prince would be the rich_er for it, and the people would live in a ftate of enjoyment.

But, contented with a fmall field which yields them a few infipid roots, and the tillage

of which they leave to the females, they pafs their lives in idlenefs, defpifing the riches,

of which the king when he pleafes, may fay, " they are mine."

Though the kings do not employ the moft proper means for promoting the welfare

of their fubjefts, they hold this as a principle, that it is their intereft as well as their

duty, to occupy themfelves with the care of rendering them happy, and maintaming
peace and juflice among them. Every day they pafs feveral hours in deciding the

procefles of thofe who have appealed with them to their tribunals ; they hold frequent

councils ; but it is rare that they have a real friend, and a difmtereded man among
thofe whom they invite thither. The minilters ftand charged with the execution oi

whatever has been determined in the king's council ; but as this prince blindly defers

to them, it frequently happens, that, while occupied with the details of juflice, he

pacifies the differences of a few families, one of his miniflers, in his name, though
without his knowledge, fpreads trouble and defolation over a whole province.

The principal miniflers are the tna-iigovo, the ma-npontou, the ma-kaka, the m-fouha,

and the ?na-komba. The ma-ngovo, whom we call mangove, is the minifler for foreign

affairs, and the introducer of foreigners at court. The ma-nponioii is afTociated to the

department of the mangove, and reprefents him when abfent. The ma-kaka is minifler

of war, and even generaliffimo of the armies. It is he who caufes the troops to be

muflered in time of war, who appoints their officers, reviews them, and alfo leads

them to battle. The m-fouka, whom the French call mafouque, is minifler of com-
merce. He makes frequent voyages on the fea coafls, where are the warehoufes and
faftories of the Europeans. He is obliged, by the nature of his office, to make
frequent reprefentations of the flate of the exchanges which are made between the

Europeans and the Africans, and to take care that no frauds are committed on either

fide. He alfo prefides over the recovery of the droits which the king exads from
flrangers who trade in his Hates ; and he is charged with the general police of the

markets. The vm-kimba is grand mafler of the waters and forefls. It is he who has

the infpedion of all the boatmen, fifhermen, and hunters ; and it is to him that the

fifh and game intended for the king are directed. They reckon alfo in the number of

miniflers a Jiia-nibanza, a main-bile, and fome others whofe functions are unknown.
Thefe mijiiiters have no offices or houfes of bufinefs as ours have ; they even know

not how either to read or write : with the exception of a fmall number of important

affairs, they difpatch all others on the fpot, and as foon as they prefent themfelves, in

order not to run the rifk of forgetting them. Their clerks are intelligent flaves whom
they fend into the towns and provinces, to fignify to private individuals, as well as

perfons in place, the king's intentions. In all the provinces and in all the towns, there

is a governor for the king. The chiefs of the villages are alfo king's officers ; they admi-
nifler juflice in his name. They are the more exaft in requiring that every one fhall make
prcfents proportioned to his revenues, inafmuch as they themfelves are charged with

the receipt and tranfmilfion of them to court. The peafants are frequently obliged to

compound witL them, and to make them particular prefents in order to ranfom them-

I felves
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felves from the vexations which thofe officers are difpofcd to inflict in the name of the

king. He, for example, who has four goats, in order not to be conftrained to give

three of them to the king, or even to give up the whole four, begins by making a
prefent of the finefl: among them to the chief of the village, who will then content him-
felf with a fccond for the king. The king alone nominates perfons to all ftate

offices, and he does it in council. There is no examination as to who might be the

fubje£ts mofl worthy of holding them, but who are they who offer mofl for them.
The lucrative governments are ufually adjudged to the relatiyes of the miniflers, or to

the miniflers themfelves. The day on which the king has nominated a perfon to an
important place, is aKvays a feaft day in the capital. The province alfo, in which the

officer is to exercife his charge, makes great rejoicing when he arrives to take poffeffion

of it : and the poor people, who when they are fufiering always expedt that a change
mufl be for the bttter, run fmging and dancing before him who has jufl bought, at the

higheft price, the right of defpoiling them with impunity, and on behalf of the king.

CHAP. XIV.— Oft/je Princes and the Rights of the Crown,

THE crown among thefe people is not hereditary, as feveral authors aver, who in

this point iis well as in an infinite number of others, merely copy each other's errors.

There is jn each kingdom a family, or if you pleafe a clals of princes, for they are

very numerous, and they know not the order of their genealogy fo correttly as to knov/ if

they be of a common origin. It is fufficient to be prince in order to have the right of
pretending to the crown : and it muft neceffarily be fo, in order to pofTefs certain noble
fiefs which are held more immediately on that tenure.

No noblts are known in thefe countries, except the princes, and nobility does not
defcend except by the females, fo that all tlie children of a princefs-mother are princes

or princeffes, though begotten by a plebeian father ; as, on the other hand, the children

of a prince, or even thofe of a king, are not nobles, unlefs their father has married a
princcfs, which fcarcely ever happens, becaufe the princeffes, as we have already

remarked, have the privilege of obliging their hufbands to have only a fingle wife,

and becaufe the princes and the kings generally prefer marrying plebeian females, and
feeing their nobility terminate with them, to renouncing the rights of polygamy.

On the death of every king there is always an interregnum, during which are cele-

brated the obfequies of the defunct, who is commonly interred after the lapfe of fome
years. The kingdom is then governed by a regent, who takes the title of jna-boman,

that is to fay, krd of terror, becaufe he has the right of making hirafelf feared

throughout the whole kingdom. It is the king who in his lifetime nominates the

wa-boman .- the law itfelf, in order to prevent the inconveniences of anarchy, obliges

him to dtfignate two of them, the fccond of whom, in cafe the firfl dies, is chai"gcd

with the affairs of ftate until they have proceeded to the eIe£tion of a new king. It is

during this interregnum that the pretenders to the crown, from their canvafs, and by
meana of prefents and promifes, try to render the electors favourable to themfelves.

Thefe electors are the princes, the miniflers, and the regent. The adual king of
Loango was not elected till after an interregnum of fcven years, and his predeceifor,

who died in 1766, is not yet buried; this delay was occafioned by a conteft which
arofe between the citizens of Loango, w'ho pretend that the princo ought to be interred

in his capital ; and thofe of Loanguilli, the ufual burial place of the kings, who will

not cede their privilege. However, as the diilercnce was not made up, ;uid the time

4 E 2 determined
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determined by ufage for the interment of the king had expired feveral years before, it

was thought that the election of his fucceflbr might be proceeded in, and he has now
occupied the throne four years.

In certain kingdoms the prmce himfelf defignates his fucceffor ; but all the fovereigns

have not this right ; it is contefted againft the kings of Loango and n'-Goio. The king

defignates his fuccelfor by putting him in poffeflion of a fief which cannot be poflefled

except by him who is to fucceed to the crown. This fief is called Kdia, and the Prince

to whom the king gives the inveftiture of it, quits all other titles to affume that of

wa-kdia. From the day on which the ma-kdia has taken poffeflion of his lordfliip, en-

trance into the capital is forbidden him, until the king be dead and buried. The king,

either in order not to remove to a diflance from his perfon him whom he loves well

enough to make his fucceflbr, or to hold all the princes fliriftly attached to his intereft,

by letting each of them enjoy his hope of having the choice fixed on him, defers aS long

as he can the having a ma-kaia proclaimed. It even happens fometimes that not being

able to refolve, on creating anumber of mal-contents by preference of one, he dies without

having nominated his fucceflbr. It is but a few years fince the king of Loango, now very

old, declared his. Though according to the laws of certain flateS the right of the ma-
kdias to the crown be inconteftible, as it has not been conferred but by the choice ofone

man, it is never refpefted fo much as that would be, which fhould be founded on the

order of truth ; and after a powerful prince, jealous of a preference with which he perhaps

had flattered himfelf, raifes a part of the kingdom in revolt, and declares war on the new
king. No one doubts, in the kingdom of Kakongo, that after the death of the actual

king the crown may be difputed againfl: the ma-kdia by the ma-nboukoiu or prince who
is below him in dignity, but furpafles him in power, and neglefts nothing to conciliate

the fovour of the people.

It is here rather than any where elfe, that every one is enabled to feel how advan-

tageous it is for a ftate, that the fovereign authority fhould be perpetuated in the fame
family by an invariable order and fucceifion ; and if thofe pretended fages, who pafs

themfelves for protectors of mankind in matters of government as well as of religion,

had gone through a courfe of politics in thefe countries in the fchool of experience, they

would doubtlefs not be feen to attack with their pens a form of government the moft
wifely efl:abliflied for enfuring the happinefs and tranquillity of the people ; and they

would be forced to agree that hereditary fovereignty with all its inconveniencies, a

neceflary confequence of all human eftablifliments, has ineflimable advantages over an
elettive form of government. In fadt when a king dies without having defignated his

fucceflfor, and in kingdoms where he has no right to defignate one, it is as it wxre become
cuflomary to celebrate his obfequies by battles, and for the country to become the theatre

of civil war ; fuch refults are expefted and prepared for. This happened very lately in

the little kingdom ofn'-Goio : The prince who was elefted king had to fufl:ain his eleftion

with arms in hand, againfl' the ma-ntoakou of the fame kingdom. The latter, finding

himfelf too weak to maintain a campaign againfi: the royal army with his own forces alone,

contra£led an alliance with the count of Logno, a powerful prince, feudatory at Congo,
the fliaces of which border on the kingdom of n'-Goio. The Count gathered his troops

togetlier, led them in perfon to the m-anboukou, who by the help of thefe fuccours faw
himfelf in a condition to feek out his ei.^my, before whom he was flying prcvioufly.

The armies met, and battle was given, the king's troops were defeated ; he himfelf made
priibiier, and the vi-anhoukou^ who felt no horror at confirming the crime of rebellion by
a fliill greater crime, had his fovereign's head chopped off. Deeming himfelf in peaceable

poffeffion of the kingdom he had jufl: ufurped, he wanted to difmifs the army ot his allies,

but
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but this was what the count of Logno did not underdand, and affuming a tone of autho-

rity with the pretended king, told him that every body knew he held the crown by in-

contefUble rights ; that if he would himfelf acknowledge them, he would trcit hini as a

friend ; but if he pretended to difpute them with him, he knew how to avail himfelf of

the arms in his hand. In faft, the war was renewed, and lafted feveral years, during

which the trade of the Europeans was interrupted on thofe coafts ; it has jufl been ter-

minated, but no one yet knows whether by a treaty of peace, or by the death of one or

both of the combatants.

CHAP. XV. — Of the Laws, and the tnanner in zuhich "Jiiftice is adminijlered^

THERE are few laws among thefe people, and they are not written. Thefe are

preferved by ufage and tradition ; there is no one ignorant of the cafes which incur pain

of death, and of thofe for which the offender becomes the flave of the perfon offended
;

murder and poifoning are punilhed with death, and confifcation of a part of the culprit's

goods to the profit of the heirs of the deceafed. It is very rare that a negro openly

attempts the life of another : but the Europeans, according to an old prejudice, believe

that many die among them by poifon ; and they themfelves, through an excefs of
fimplicity believing their nation capable of hurrying into atrocities which are by no
means charactereflic of it, do not fail to attribute to poifon all fudden deaths, and
thofe which are preceded by certain violent difeafes. The relatives of the deceafed on
thefe occafions confult di\ines and forcerers, and know whom they are to come upon ;

but it is enough to dwell awhile in the country in order to perceive that they flander

themfelves, and that thefe vague fufpicions of poifon or malefaftions, the pretended
authors of which are never convifted, are with them, as with all credulous people in

our country places, the pure effed of ignorance, and the chimera of a clouded ima-
gination.

Robbery is not punifhed with death ; but he who is taken in the aft of dealing, even
things of the fmallefl value, is condemned to become the flave ofthe perfon he has robbed,

unlefs he can make it up with him, by furnifhing him with a flave in kind or in value-

The fame penalty lies againd any one who fhall infuit a prince, or a minifter, even by
words. We have feen that he who was convi£ted of adultery, was given up as a flave to

the offended party. Only the princeffes have the right of infilling on the punifliment of
death for the faithleffnefs of their hulbands.

All the ordinances of the king are arbitrary, and commonly bear the ffamp of the

mofl abfolute defpotifm. It is a maxim generally adopted by fovercigns, and regarded

as a cardinal point of their policy, that the multitude may be reltrained by fevere rules ;

but each makes an application of this principle with more or lei's difcrction, according

to his humanity, his fenfe, or his council. By an ill-judged zeal with regard to order

and policy, princes, otherwife well intentioned, fometimes profcribe as crimes and on pain

of death abufes which would difappear on the menace of the flightelf punifhment.

I'he miffionaries, on their arrival at Kakongo, having been troubled for feveral days in

fucceffioii by fome individuals who affefted to fingand cry around their dwelling, car-

ried their complaints to the king, when they had occafion to go and fee him ; he promifed
them that he would rellore order ; in fact, they were very much furprifed on the fame
day to hear proclaimed an ordinance, denouncing pain of death on all perfons, of what-
ever .nge or condition they mighc be, who fhoukl dare in future to diltui-b the repofe

of the uiiflionaries. The tirlt time they went to falute the prince he alked

them.
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them, if any one had fince molefled them, and he told them, the firft man they de-

nounced fliould lofe his head. The reafon they aflign for this feverity in punifhing flight

fauhs with the fame vigour as the greateft, is, that the eafier it is to abflain from the thing

forbidden, or to do what is ordained, the lefs excufable is the difobedience ; and the

more of courfe does it deferve to befeverely puniflied.

When the king is inclined to pafs a law, he aflembles his minifters and principal officers,

and after having taken their advice, he declares his final will, which they caufe to be
known immediately by the governors of the provinces. The latter publifh the law, by
a herald, in all the markets which they hold in all the towns and villages of their govern-

ment ; and they are charged jointly with the governors of the towns to fee it duly exe-

cuted. • It is alfo in council that the king appoints perfons to vacant charges and offices ;

fixes the price of goods, and regulates all that concerns trade and police.

The governors of the towns and the chiefs of villages are at the fame time judges civil and
criminal. They have a right of fentencing to flavery and even to death ; but it is open to

every one to appeal from their fentence to the tribunal of the governor general of the

province, and in the laft refort to the king himfelf.

The room where the king gives his audiences and adminifters juftice, is a fort

of hall ; he is feated on the ground upon a carpet, having round him feveral afleflbrs

whom he confults on difficult cafes. There are always feen a great number of negroes

at his audiences. Some attend from curiofity, others from the interefl they take in the

aftairs that are to be decided. When the king is ready to hear the parties, he orders

the officers to confront them in his prefence ; often in this country they do not plead by
counfel, unlefs in cafe of ficknefs, when one. of the neareft relatives takes charge of the

affair. The pleaders in appearing before the judge always begin by making him a fmall

prefent. The party pretending to' be lefed, fpeaks firft, and as long as he pleafes.

The women plead their caufes themfelves, like the men. One party never interrupts

the adverfe party ; he waits till the other has done, in order to repel falfehoods and
bad faith. If the fads be contefted, and there be witneffes, the king orders them to

make depofition of what they know ; if there be no witneffes, and the affair be of

fome importance, as thofe generally are in which appeal is made to the king, the decifion

is delerred until ampler information is brought ; then the minifters charge certain intelli-

gent negroes, whofe employ pretty nearly anfwers to that of our police fpies, to difcover

the truth. They repair to the places where the people of the country talk ; and fome-

times addrefs the parties themfelves and try to infinuate themfelves into their confidence,

in order to worm out the fecret. They rarely return without having the information

neceffary to ferve as foundation for judgement.
When any one is accufed of a crime of which tliey cannot convid him, they permit

him to juflify himfelf by drinking the kafja. The kajfa is prepared by infufmg in water

;i bit of wood fo called. This potion is a true poifon to weak ftomachs, which have not

ibength to thrown it up immediately. He who ftands the proof is declared innocent, and
his accufer is condemned as a Ilanderer. If the fault of which the pretended culprit is

accufed does not dei'erve death, as foon as they perceive him jufl ready to expire they

make him take an antidote, which excites vomiting, and brings him back to life ; but they

condemn him as a culprit to the penalty fixed by law.

The inhabitants of the country have the greatefl faith in this cordial. The princes

and lords fometimes caufe kajja to be taken in order to clear up their fufpicions, but

they muft firft obtain the king's permiffion to do fo, which is not difficult when the fuf-

picions are of weighty concern.

About two years ago, a prince of the kingdom of Kakongo, who fufpcdted that a defign

had been entertained of poifoning him, caui'ed ail the people of his houfehold to take

kaja ;
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knffa ; a great number of them died, and among others, a man of his officers whom
he moit loved, and who paffed in the country for the honedefl: man in his fervice.

If the accul'ed does not appear to anfwer him who prefers a complaint againft him. the

king fends fcrvants to feek him, who are at once tipflaves, ferjeants, bailiffs, mar-
fliahnen. Thofe who have to dread being condemned to death try to quit the

kingdom, and take refuge with fome foreign prince, who receives them among his

flaves. '

There are no public prifons. When the king thinks fit to fuperintend the execution
of any criminals, they are held by the neck to a pif ce of forked wood, eight or ten feet

long, and too heavy for them to bear up in tlieir hands, fo that they remain captives in the

open plain. It has been fomerimes feen that not being able to walk forward becaufe the

piece of wood cut their breath, they tried to drag themfelves backwards : but no one ran

after them, becaufe it is well known they could not go very far. Thefe vagabond pri-

foners have no other nourifliment than that which is given them through compafTion.

No one thinks of delivering them j he who did fo, would be put in their place, if

difcovered.

As tliere are few laws in this country, the fcience of jurifprudence is not, properly

fpeaking, any thing but the knowledge ot the human heart, which is acquired by expe-

rience. The caufes, moreover, being never diftorted by the fubtiities of chicanery
;

let but the kings apply themfelves ; and the neceflitythey are under of terminating every

day of themfelves the differences of their fubjects, puts them in a way to judge with wif-

dom and equity. When the king has pronounced fentence the parties retire, teftifying

by exterior marks of refpc(51:, that they abide by his judgment. The governors of

the provinces, towns, and villages, follow the fame method as the king in the adminiflra-

tion of juffice.

CHAP. XVI. — On fome particular ufagcs of the Kings of Kakongo.

BY an ufage of which the inhabitants are equally ignorant of the origin and the

end, and which they regard as holding eflentially to the conftitution of their monarchy,
the kings of Kakongo cannot poflefs or even touch the different forts of merchandize
which come from Europe, except metals, arms, and articles made of wood and ivory.

The Europeans and the negroes who are cloathed in European fluffs arc not admitted

into their palaces." It is to be prefumed that the firfl legidator of the nation mufl: have

impofed this law on the fovereigns in order to retard the progrefs of luxury, and attach

the people by the example of their mafters to do without any thing from foreigners, and
feek fupplies for their wants in their own induftry. But as the law binds the king

alone, he is the only one who obferves it. All the fubjefts, even his miniff:ers, traffic indif-

criminateiy in all kinds of goods that are brought them j they make ufe of the victuals

and liquors of Europe ; and thofe who are clad in foreign fl:uffs are exonerated from the

offence by changing their drefles when they go to the king's houfes.

This prince eats in one room and goes to drink in another : he eats in private, and
drinks in public : his common beverage is pahn-wine. The hall where he drinks is clofed

only on three fides, and is pretty much like a great coach-huufe. There is always a great

number of negroes who aflift in the ceremony of the king's drinking ; that is the time they

* The king of Kakongo is permitted to receive European poods in his palace, provided he do not
touch them. They who wear clothes niadir of foreign (lufis take great care to keep at a certain dillancc

from his pcrfon, for fear of touching him. He drinks to the found of a httle bell in the Audience Hall.
Iftatedthcprefentking to bci26 years of aj;c : hcis turned 12S. A rjcntleman, M. Do Foligny, captain of
a veflcl of Nantes, who faw him lull year, and hunted with him, affurcs mc, thai his age was known to all the
navigators who frequent the coal of Loango.

choofc
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choofe for paying court to hini. When the king appears, every body places himfelf in

the moll refpeftful attitude ; his cup-bearer gives him drink in a veffel of the country

make; and at the fame time a giJnga, who is at once his phyfician, his forcerer, and his

niajor-domo, begins to ring a httle bell, crying with all his might Tinafoua^ tinafouay

projiraie yoiirfch-cs or begone. Then all prefent, except the ganga, fall flat with their

faces on the ground. '1 hey think the king would die if any of his fubjefts were to fee

him drink. When hehas drunk the ganga leaves off ringing and crying; every one rifes,

clapping his hands, and the king goes to finilh his dinner.

By an ufage equally fmgular the king of Kakongo is obliged to drink a draught at

every caul'e which he decides ; and fometimes he decides fifty at a fitting ; but palm-

wine is merely a refrefhing liquor. If he were not to drink the fentence would not be
legal. They then obferve the fame ceremonial as when he drinks during his repafts.

He holds his audience daily from funrife, that is to fay, about fix o'clock, until there are

no more caufes to try. He is very rarely at liberty before eleven in the forenoon.

The now reigning king is generally beloved and efleemed by his fubjefts, for his

patience in hearing and his wifdom in judging. His age (one hundred and twenty-fix

years) which gives him the fuperiority of experience over all the judges in this kingdom,
has not weakened the vigour of his mind.

When the king falls fick the firft care of his phyficians is to publifh the intelUgencc

in all the provinces of his kingdom. At this news every one is obliged to kill a cock,

nobody knows why. The mofl fenfible among them laugh at this foolery, and fay that the

dead cock does more good to them, than to the king, becaufe they eat it. But they raife a

great outcry againfl: a ufage equally whimfical and more hurtful to fociety ; it is, not to till

theground throughout the whole extent of the kingdom for feveral months from the date

of the king's death, and during a fimilar fpace of time in tlie province where a prince or a

princefs has died. The miffionaries one day heard fome negroes faying to each other,
*' We muft furely be very mad to fubmit to fuch ridiculous ufages. How ! becaufe the

king is dead of ficknefs, fhall all his fubjeds expofe themfelves to die of hunger?" Yet
ufage and fuperllitidn prevail over reafon.

CHAP. S;VII.--0///;^ Trade.

THE principal trade of thefe people is that in flaves, whom they fell to the Euro"

peans, that is to fay, to the French, the Englifli, and the Dutch, who tranfport them

to their American Colonies. The flaves taken from Loango and other neighbouring

kingdoms, pafs for the blackefl: and moft robufl: in Africa. They are taken in war by

thofe who fell them. In the interior of the territory there are hoftilc people irrecon-

cilable to thofe of whom we are fpeaking. The latter fay they are cruel and ferocious,

that they drink human blood, and eat as many viftims as they can take. It is by way
of reprifals that they themfelves wage open war on them, and they pretend that they

treat them humanely, contenting themfelves with fellmg them to the Europeans at the

fame time when they have a right to deprive them of life. This war, though continual,

does not however trouble the tranquillity of the kingdom, becaufe it is carried on far

beyond the frontiers by certain individuals, and, properly fpeaking, it is lefs a war than

a chafe ; but one in wfiich the hunter is often liable to become the prey of the game
he follows.

Tho e who have made captives fell them to merchants of the country, or bring them

to the coafis, but they are not allowed themfelves to fell them to the Europeans : they

are obliged to addrefs themfelves to brokers nominated by the minilter of commerce,

who treat with the captains of fhips. 'I hefe (laves are eflimated according to their age,

feXj and flrengtli ; they pay for them in European goods.

9 Though
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Thouj^'li the different kingdoms of which we are fpeaking be not far diflant from
each Oiher ; the manner of valuing goods and turning Haves to account is not

uniform among them. On the coafts of Malimha and Cabinda, that is to fay, in the

kingdoms of Kakongo and n'Goio, they reckon by goods ; and in Loango by pieces ;

what they ctlW goods, is a piece ot cotton or Indian cloth ten or fourteen ells long. The
negroes before itriking a bargain go and mark off at the captain's (lore, which is on the

fea fide, the pieces of fluffs they choofe to take ; and he who has fold four flaves at

fifteen goods a head, goes to receive fixty pieces of the fluffs marked oft". In the king-

doms where they buy by goods it is cuftomary. to give for each flave what is called

the over and above, which commonly confiRs of three or four guns and as many fwords
;

fifteen pots of brandy, fifteen pounds of gunpowder, and fome dozens of knives. If

thefe articles be not always given them, others arc fubftituted as an equivalent.

At Lroango they reckon by pieces, and every fort of goods is entered in a line of
the account with the ftuffs to form the piece ; thus, when they fay a flave cods thirty

pieces, it does not mean he coffs thirty pieces of ftuffs, but thirty times the ideal value

which they thinK fit to fix on, and call z piece ; fo that a fingle piece of ftuff is fometimes
eitimated at two or three pieces, as fometimes feveral objeds muft form a fingle piece.

This difference in the manner of reckoning is nothing at bottom, and the price of flaves

is nearly the fame in all the kingdoms bordering on Loango.

It is poffible by infpeding the following account to eftimate the real value of the

piece, and to fee what are the goods which commonly pafs among the negroes in ex-

change for flaves.

I have paid to the Ma-nboukou, for the flave Makviota, twenty-two years of age,

whom he has fold me at thirty pieces.

An indicnne of fourteen ells valued at two and a half pieces - 2'-

Two guineas (they are cotton cloths dyed deep blue) each valued at

two and a half pieces - - -
5

A chaflelat (^ white grape), and a bajutapcau (hog's cheek), fourteen

ells each (they are cotton cloths), eitimated at four pieces - 4

A neganopeau of 14 ells and a great nicanc of 9 I ells (other cotton

cloths), eflimated at three and a half pieces - -
3!

A piece of handkerchiefs of 9 ells, eflimated at a piece and a half li

A rod (about an ell and a quarter of thick woollen ftuff) eftimated at a

piece - - - - I

A girdle of red cloth (an ell long by one foot broad) «ftimated at a piece i

Two common guns, valued at two pieces • - 2

Two barrels of gunpowder (about fibs, each) valued at two pieces 2

Two bags of leaden muflcet balls, (weight 3lbs. each) valued at half a piece ol
Two fwords, valued at each a quarter of a piece - o{-

Two dozens of common (heath knives, eflimated at half a piece 04-

Two bars of iron (weight bcxh together aolb.) valued at a piece i

Five pots of Dutch ware, valued at half a piece - oI

I'our barrels of brandy, each containing five pots, valued at four pieces 4
Ten firings of bugles (glal's beads, of which chaplets are made) valued

at half a piece ... - o|

Total 30 pieces.

I have paid moreover to the broker for his trouble the value of fix

pieces in guns, powder, fwords, and brandy - - 6 pieces.

General total 36 pieces.

VOL. XVI. 4 F Befides
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Befides the pieces determined on for each flave, the captain muft alfo, ere the bar-

gain be clofed, make a prefent to the Mafouka and the brokers who have ferved him
befl:, and whom he is very glad to attach to himfelf : thefe prefents are made in coral,

fervices of plate, carpets, and other moveables, more or lefs precious.

Slaves are at prefent much dearer than formerly, at lead to the French ; for they

may be dear with refpeft to one nation and not to another ; the French, Englifli and
Dutch alike make their exchanges with goods, but thefe goods differ; fo that the

dearth of flaves to one nation depends on the price which fiie herfelf puts on the goods
fhe carries to the negroes, and this price, as it may be imagined, muft vary by reafon

of the better orworfe underflanding which reigns among individuals engaged in the

fame commerce. It would be eafy for them not to pay for flaves more than their juft

valuCj or even below it, if it were moreover allowable to exercife monopoly and be more
unjuft towards the barbarian and the ftranger than to the citizen, but through want of
good underflanding among the captains the reycrfe always takes place ; the flaves are

bought as it were by audlion, and at more than their value. A reafonable price how-
ever is fometimes fixed, which they agree not to exce(id in their purchafes ; but even
then, every one for himfelf, defiring to make a ready bargain, renders this convention

illufory, by a tacit agreement with the brokers, to pay them in fecret a higher price

for him whom they have publicly bargained for, to fave appearances. The matter

at prefent has come to this pitch, that the negroes are themfelves afraid left the French
fliould in the end make up their minds to renounce a commerce which becomes daily

more and more expenfive to them. An old Mafouka one day came to fee a miffionary

refpedling this fubject, and imagining that the king of France was to be treated with

in the fame way as the king of Kakongo, and that a miffionary could indifcriminately

prefide over commerce or announce the gofpel ; thou mufl, fays he, " write to the
" king of France, and advife him, for his own advantage and ours, to eftablifh thee
*' here to fee that the captains of fliips do not buy any more of our flaves below the
" reafonable price, for we fee very well, that after having bought them of us too dear
" they will finifli by buying no more of us at all."

The funftion of the brokers is not limited to facilitating the flave trade ; they are

alfo charged with fuperintending the execution of the regulations eflablifhed by the king

or the Mafouka, the moft important of which is, that there fliail not be fold any flaves

to the Europeans except thofe which have been taken in war or purchafed from abroad.

Every flave born in the kingdom is under the protection of the Mafouka, and may
appeal againfl his mafter, fhould he be inclined to fell him to the Europeans, unlefs he
have given him that right through his own mifcondufl: ; for the law authorifes a mafter

to rid himfelf of a flave, who may have been guilty of bad faich, rebellion, or any other

crime. The Mafouka of Kakongo, to prevent the violences and frauds which might

bs exercifed in this trade, has iffued prohibitions againd the brokers from traffickirtg

in flaves during the night time, or even from introducing them into the flores of the

Europeans, under pretext of fliewing them to the captains. They are equally forbidden

to receive, without an expiefs permiffion, advance or earnefl for the price of the flaves

who have not as yet been delivered up.*

The flave trade is the only one which the French carry on, upon thefe coafls ; that

in ivory, monkeys, parrots, and fome other merchandize of that kind, forms an objec^f

of fo little importance that they reckon nothing of it. The Englilh obtain yearly from

I

f

Tlie prohibition made by the Mafouka of Kakongo to the brokers, againd receiving advances on the

e of the fiavcs they had to dchvcr, is habitually Iranfgreired under the very eye of that minitler.
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the forefl of Jomba feveral fliips cargoes of a very good red wood for dying, though
of an inferior quality to that of Brazil. The trade carried on upon the coafls with
foreigners, interefts, as I have juft obferved, only the fmall number of individuals who
may be regarded as the rich and mighty ones of the country. As to the people; knowing
no need, but that of food and clothing in the grofleft and hmplefl; manner, they con-
fine their traffic to a very few things ; there is a market daily in all the towns and
great villages, it is held in the public place under the fhade of fome thick trees. They
fell fmoke-dried fifh, manioc and other roots, fait, palm-nuts, fugar-canes, bananas,
fig bananas, and fome other fruits. It is on feaft days that the greateft afflux of
buyers and fellers is feen. No fraud is known in the market ; a mother fends thither

a child fix years old, convinced that they will not deceive him. It is not neceflary

to underftand the language in order to buy, no one ever cheapens or bargains ; all

goods are divided equally in fmall portions of the ftandard v/eight, and each portion is

worth a macouta. There is not much greater rifle of being cheated in the quality than
in the quantity ; one perfon's fait and manioc is worth the fait and manioc of another.

Thus, without taking the trouble of comparing one dealer's goods with thofe of another,

they take from the firft they iind as many fmall packets as they have macoutas to give,

and make room for others.

CHAP. XYllL — O/mrs.

IN thefe countries where the crown is eleftive, the death of the kings, according to

a remark already made, is as it were the fignal of a civil war. A prince who, am-
bitious enough to direct his views to the throne, has no reafon to count on the favour
of the electors, makes his vaflals take up arms to force their fuffrages, or to difpute

the crown with him whom they may have preferred. If he fears that his party may
not be the ftrongeft, he addrefles himfelf to a foreign prince, who, for a few pieces of
European (luffs, or velTels of filver, fends him a whole army.
The reciprocal pretenfions of the fovereigns to certain provinces, or even on the ftates

bordering on theirs, are the common pretext of all wars between people of different

kingdoms. All thefe barbarous kings have their chimasra in this refpe£l, which they
realize when a favourable opportunity offers ; it is thus that the count of Sagos has
jufl availed himfelf of his pretenfions to the kingdom of n'Goio. The king of Congo
claims the kingdom of Kakongo as a province of his ftates ; and the king of Kakongo,
doubtlefs by way of reprifals, never calls himfelf any other title than Ma-Congo, king of
Congo, inflead of Ma-Kakongo king of Kakongo, a title given him by foreigners, and
the only one that fuits him. Thefe pretenfions are not always unfounded ; many fmall

kingdoms or fovereign ftates, which at the prefent day fliare Africa among them, were
originally provinces dependent on other kingdoms, the particular governors of which
ufurped the fovereignty. It is not a long time fince the Sogno ceafed to be a province
of the kingdom of Congo.
The fovereigns of thefe countries maintain no regular troops. When a king has

determined on war, his Makaka, minifter of war and generaliffimo of his armies, tranf-

mits orders to the princes and governors of provinces, to levy troops ; the latter never
fail to lead to the rendezvous the quota demanded of them. If the Mukaka in the

review he makes of his armies thinks it does not cover a fufficient fpace of ground, he
has only to fay a word in the king's name and in a few days he finds it more numerous

4 F 2 by
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by half. Among thefe people, as among the ancient Romans, every citizen in a ftat«

to bear arms is a foldier of need ; but a very bad foldier.

They who march on fome mihtary expedition never fail to paint their whole bodies

red, confident that this colour will render them invulnerable to fire arms
;

part of them
wear panaches, even greater and richer in colours than thofe with which our ladies of

the great world adorn themfelves at the prefcnt day ; but they regard them lefs as

ornaments than as fcarecrows to infpire their foes with dread. Many are alfo perfuaded

that certain feathers of certain birds arranged in a certain guifs on the'r caps have the

virtue of putting danger afide, and placing their head in fafety. All take with them
viduals for a few days, and what arms they can procure, for they have none furnilhed

them. Thefe troops advance on either part without order and without difcipline ; and

the chiefs who command them feem rather to perform the function of (hepherds or

herdfmen, than that of generals of armies. If a meeting take place they fall to direftly,

and each, regardlefs of rank, inattentive to order, goes right upon the enemy he has in

his head ; the battle always begins with diforder and confufion, foon ending by a general

rout or a complete viftory. All depends on the firfl; fhock, the party that fultains

it with moft vigour cannot fail to remain mafter of the field of battle. The combats

arc neither bloody nor obftinate : the adlion is fcarce commenced ere fright feizes

one or both armies. To determine on a general flight, there only needs that of fome fol-

diers who have feen a comrade of theirs fall by their fides, in an inP.ant all is diflipated,

and the whole is dilbanding. Then the victors purfue the vanquiflied, flicking to no
employ but that of making prifoners, whom they fell as flaves to the Europeans.

But it is very rare that the armies advance thus to encounter each other v>'ith the

intention of coming to blows. The great art of making war is to jivoid an enemy and

to pounce on the villages known to be abandoned, in order to pillage them, reduce

ihem to afhes, and take fome prifoners there. So that no refiftance be found, they

advance fiercely, burn and fack every thing, and often both armies are defpoiling, each

on their fide, at once, on the hoilile territories. They then return, always avoiding an

encounter except in cafe a lavourable opportunity occurs for making prifoners. If the

makaka hears that a hoftile party is Vo pais along a wood, or through fome defile, he

puts a much ftronger body in ambulh, which bounces fuddenly upon it, furrounds it,

and matters it without fighting.

The armies in general do not make long campaigns, a war is fometimes over in Icfs

than eight days. When the foldiers have eaten the provifions they brought with

them, and find none in the hoflile country, or when they want powder and lead, nothing

can hold them ; all, without afking leave, take the road home ; and if the king is not fatis-

fied with this expedition, it refis only with him to prepare another, which terminates by
defclating the country, without however occafioning any more bloodlhed. The kings

fometimes make war in pcrfon ; but if they be taken, they have no mercy to expeft.

Their heads are chopped off on the field of battle ; a piece of cruelty which always im-

plies weakncfs in him who performs it, a daftardly and timid loul which fears to repent

in future of having been generous to an enemy who had fallen into its power.

It is lefs by their iirength, as we fee, than by their re'pedive wcaknefs that thefe

different ftaics maintain themfelves ; and becaule the foldiers of one kingdom are

neither braver nor better cominanded than thofc of another. Two hundred men of our

regular troops, would conqutr as much of the country as they could run over ; but

alter triumphing over kings and nations, they foon, as if in turn befieged by the aftioa

of the climate, and by all the wants of life, would find themfelves at the dilcrction of

thofe whom they had liilulted but a few days before. It is thus that providence feems

to
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to have wlflied to protect thefe poor people, by their very mifery and their weaknefs,
againft the ambition aad cupidity of polifhed nations.

Though the Negroes do not pique themfelves on courage and valour in fight, they

Jiowever paflionateiy defire the reputation of brave men ; no gre.iter wrong could be
uttered tea man, than to call him a coward ; as, on the other hand, no more flattering

compliment could be paid him, than to fay he has an intrepid and martial air. Beauty
of countenance is regarded as a defeft in men ; every one envies him whom the fmall-

pox have worfl ufed. Many, in order to give themfelves a terrible air, and through
a foolifh oftentation of firmnefs and courage, m^ke incifions on their vifages, on their

fhoulders and arms. It might be thought, on feeing them after this cruel operation,

that they had juft been engaged in a fanguinary battle.

They ufe nothing for {launching blood but gunpowder, and their wounds cicatrize

in a fhort time. A Miffionary one day afked a Negro, who was getting his vifage fur-

rowed, why he condemned himfelf to fo much fuffering ? " For honour," faid he,
*' and becaufe, on feeing me, people will fay, there's a man of heart.'' Doubtlefs,

greater and truer courage would be fliewn, in expofing the perfon to the fteel of his

foes, than in getting himfelf ilaihed with the edge of a knife : but it muft neverthelefs

be allowed, that men who have conflancy enough to fubniit, through vain-glory, to

fuch painful operations, would not be incapable of generous actions of another defcrip-

tion. Nor can it be doubted, that the form of the government which naturally invites

the people to repofe and floth, is alfo one of the caufes which mod contributes to

fuftain their cowardice. A flave, whofe condition is independent of all revolutions,

will never rufh headlong into dangers, like a foldier whofe interefl; is confounded with

that of his fovereign, and who knows that in fighting for his country, he is alfo fighting

for the little inheritance which he has received from his fathers.

CHAP. XIX.— Of the Language.

Among that prodigious mafs of narratives, from which has been formed the general
hiftory of Voyages and Travels, and an infinity of others publirtied every day, no men-
tion is made of the languages which are fpoken in the different countries, the manners
and ufages of which are defcribed to us ; and if the authors did not from time to

time put into the mouths of the inhabitants of thofe diltant regions, fome words of
which they know the meaning, we fhoulcl be tempted to believe, that only dumb
people had travelled among thofe nations. All feem to have agreed on obferving the

proloundclt filence on this matter, cither becaufe it appeared to them foreign to the

province of hiftory, and far from proper to flimulale the curiofity of the readers, or
more probably, becaufe they had not made a flay long enough among the people of
whom they fpeak to us, to learn their language, and undertake to give us an idea of
it. Be it as it may, all will agree at leaft, that whatever relates to the language, its

genius, its relation with other known languages, even its mechanifm and its flow are

not traits which would look mifplaced in the hiltorical picture of a nation ; and if we
have to dread oflending the delicacy of fome of our readers, by referring them to the

a, by c, we dare hope that the greater number, and thofe cfpecially who love the
fciences, and cultivate the languages, will not be lorry to add to their acquirements,
fome fuccintit notions of a language which, confidering it to be that of a barbarous
people, is not on that account lefs interefting.

The
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The idiom of Kakongo, nearly the fame with that of Loango, n'GoIo-famba, and

other fmall circumjacent ftates, differs effentially from that of Congo. Several fimilar

articles, and a great number of common roots, feem however to indicate that thefe

languages had a common origin; but they know not which of the two is the mother
tongue. The clevereft among the Negroes have not the fmallefl: idea of the origin and

progrefs of their language ; they fpeak, fay they, as they have heard their fathers fpeak.

It has been thought that there might be perceived fome marked connexions between

this language and fome ancient tongues, efpecially the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin.

Though the Miflionaries, in confidering the richnefs and beauty of the language,

fufpefted that it was formerly written, nothing however has been found capable of

convincing them ; they have no where found any traces of writing, nor any veftiges of

figns which might (land in its ftead. The Negroes confider it as a fort of prodigy, that the

Europeans, by means of certain charafters, communicate ideas, and converfe at a hun-

dred or a ihoufand leagues diftance, as if they were prefent ; but they did not even

fufpeci: that it was polfible to introduce this marvellous art into their language, and

flill lefs that it could be pradifed even with the moft limited capacity. Writing, in fa6t

the finefl invention of the human mind, if its origin be not divine, has fomething in

it which aftonifhes reafon ; and, had we not the ufe of it, we fhould doubtlefs feel

the fame fentiments as did thefe barbarians, at the recital made to them of its valu-

able advantages, which often equal and fometimes furpafs even thofe of fpeech.

The Miflionaries, deeming themfelves the firll writers of the language, ufed the right

which belonged to them in that capacity, of determining the figure of the charadters,

and of regulating the orthography. They confulted the pronunciation in order to fix

the number of letters which were to be employed in writing. They have taken them
from our alphabet, only to the number of eighteen, which feemed to them fufEcient

;

A, B, D, E, F, G, I, K, L, M, N, O, P, S, T, U, V, Z. The S, is put for the C,

before the vowels a, f, ; ; the K ftands for it before o, u, and all the confonants ; it

alfo ftands for the Q on all occafions. The pronunciation of the language is foft and

eafy ; it excludes the H afpirate, and hence that letter becomes as ufelefs as it is with

us in the words horkge, hirondelle, beures, and others, the firft fyllabie of which in

nowife participates the found of the H, with which they are fpelt. The R is of no ufe

to them, their organ admits not the roughnefs of its pronunciation ; they change it

into L, and if you tell them to pronounce ra, re, ri, they fay Li, le, //. They know
net the found of the U, which they pronounce ou. The X is ufelefs in their alphabet.

The J, confonant, is equally unneceffary ; they never ufe our iyWdblesjayjcyjo^jui

,
but they always pronounce it hard, ga, gue, gui, go, gou.

Almoft all the fyliables are fimple, and form only one found, this renders the pro-

nunciation light and rapid ; there are, however, many words in the language, which
begin with m, or n, as in the words m-Fouka, n'Goio, but thefe letters are pronounced
fo flightly, that they who are ftrangers to the language, would pronounce after them
Foiika and Goto. 1 he letters a and o are often repeated, and terminate a great number
of words. Many liquid fyliables alfo contribute to foften the pronunciation.

The language has not, property fpeaking, either genders, numbers, or cafes. To
exprcfs the difference of gender in animated things, they add the word bakala, male,

or kento, female ; thus, n-foiifou-ba kala fignifies a cock ; n-foufou-kento, a hen. We
fay likewiie, a male or female canary ; a foft-roe'd or a hard-roe'd carp, &c. The cafes

are dilUnguifhed as with us, by articles, and it is the fame with the nouns. The no-

minative of the verb has its cafe diltinguilhed by the place it occupies in the phrafe.

8 Th«
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The nouns adjective are not of more frequent ufe than in the Hebrew ; the quah'ties

of the perfon or thing are expreffed by fubftantives, which gives to their difcourfe a

ftrength and energy of which our language is not fufceptible. They alfo, fometimes,

render the adjectives by verbs ; inftead of faying he is a defpicablc 7nan, they fay, he is

a man to be defpifed; 'tis a monjler to be dreaded, inftead of faying 'tis a dreadful

monjter.

The language admits neither of comparatives nor fuperlatives ; verbs joined to fub-

ftantives fupply their places ; thus, in order to fay, the king is mightier than the maka'ia,

they would fay, the king furpafles the makaia in might : the Zaira is the ividejl vf all

the rivers ; the Zaira exceeds in width all the rivers ; or all the rivers yield to the Zaira

in width. The fuperlative is alfo rendered by repetition of the pofitive. In order to

fay, a very high mountain, a very black cloud, they would fay, a high high mountain, a
black black cloud; early in the morning, ?norning morning', mene mene. It appears

that this mode of expreftion is quite in nature ; we fee among us, that the little chil-

dren who have not yet learned the ufe of the fuperlative, make up for it, in their little

ftories, by repeating tlie pofitive, and fay, great great for very great
; farfar for very

far, and fo forth.

There are very few adverbs ; there are, however, verbs which ftand in their ftead.

The greater part of the conjundlions whicli ferve to connefl; difcourfe are unknown to

them ; they have no terms which may be rendered by for, then, nor have they the

conjundlion or ; they fupply them by different turns of phrafes. They alfo want the

conjunction and ; they fupply it by another, which has the fignification of our with, or

otherwife they repeat it, and to fay, for example, he knows good and evil, they fay, he

knows good, he knows evil; the army was povi'erful and trained to war ; the army was
powerful, it was trained to war ; a mode of expreffion which, properly managed, has

a fine effeft in difcourfe.

The pronouns which mark pofleflion are expreffed by adverbs ; thus, my, Ts rendered

by amc ; thy, by akou ; his, her, their, by a)idi, and fo forth ; my Iheep, //' memc, li

ame ; thy fcifibrs, tou ziolo tou akou ; his mats, n^teva vi-andi. This is as much as to

fay, the mutton to me, the fciffars to thee, the mats to him. The nominative pronouns

of the verb, 1, thou, he, we, ye, they, are rendered by /', ou, ka, tou, lou, ba, when men
or women are fpoken of; and by the articles proper for nouns, when bealls or inani-

mate things are fpoken of.

One ot the great difficulties of the language confifts in the articles ; there are thir-

teen of them, feven for the fmgular and fix for the plural. Thofe of the fingular

are /, bou, li, kou, ou, lou, and thofe for the plural /, ba, bi, ?/ia, tou, zi. Each of ihefe

articles has under it a clafs of fubftantives to which only it can be joined. The article of

ka, which fignifies a bed, is ki for the fingular and bi for the plural. A perfon would not

be underftood if, changing the articles, he faid li-ka in ihe fingular for ki-ka, or zi-ka

in the plural for bi-ka.

Cei tain fubftantives are always preceded by their articles ; others muft have them
immediately after them. Lezc*, for example, which fignifies a man fervant, and oula,

which fignifies a toad, both have ki for their article ; but Icze is always followed by
that article, and oula has it always before ; hence they fay, leze-ki, a man fervant,

ki-oula, a toad. He would be unintelligible, who, tranfpofing the articles, Ihould fay

ki-leze, oula-ki.

* Li/c, wliich I liave ritcd as one of the fubftantives always followed by their articles, takes its own
before or after it, according li> circuinllanccs.

Several
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Several of thefe articles follow particular rules ; the article //, for example, only pre-

cedes its fubflantive when it is nominative to the verb ; in other circurnflances it

follows. The article 7iia, agrees only with the genitive plural, and alvi/ays precedes

its noun : it is of great ufe in the language ; befides its peculia'* funftion, it reprefents

the names of /T/V;^, Pr/wf, Governor, Chief of a village, according as it precedes the

name of a kingdom, principality, government, or village ; thus, ma-Loango fignifies

King of Loango ; ma-Kdia, Prince of Kaia ; ma-Singa, Governor of Singa ; ma-Kibota,

Lord of Kibota. It is evident that this article correfponds in fignification with our arti-

cle de (oO in the genitive fmgular. When we fay Monfieur d'Artois, M. d'OrleanSj

M. de Champigny, we mean the Count of Artois, the Duke of Orleans, the Marquis

of Champigny. The plural which the Negroes ufe has fomething more majeflic ; and

des Ariois would prefent to the imagination a richer image than d'Artois ; doubilcfs

by reafon, that all which has the air of aggrandizing a man and augmenting his

domains, ever flatters his vanity mofl agreeably.

If there is nothing fo diflicult in the language as the articles, there is nothing finer

and more fatisfadory than the verbs. They may be reduced to three clafles ; common
verbs, which vary only in their terminations, and thefe are the molf numerous. The
fecond is that of the verbs, which begin by kan, and lofe that firil fyllable in many
circurnflances. The third comprehends thofe which begin with L and V, and which

change at certain times the L into D, and the V into P. Thefe three clafles of verbs

have common rules for varying their terminations ; they have all the tenfes which we
have, and many which we have not ; i-mene-lia fignifies, for example, I have eaten ;

ia-lili, I have eaten long ago ; ia-]ia, I have eaten a very great while ago.

Befides this multiplication of tenfes, which does infinite fervice towards the pretifion

of difcourfe, and which has fupplied the want of adverbs, there is in this language a

multiplicity of verbs which greatly fimplify their expreflions. Each fimple verb has

under it a many other verbs, of which it is the root, and which, befides the principal

fignification, have an accelTary one, which we render only by periphrafes
; fala, for

example, means to work
; falilu, to facilitate work

; falifia, to work along with fome

one
; falifila to make a perfon work for fome one's profit

; fizia, to help fome one

to work
;
falanga, to be in the habit of working ; falaftana, to work for each other

;

falungana, to be fit for work. There are no radical verbs which do not admit fimilar

modifications ; and by means of certain particles or augmentatives, each of thefe verbs

and all its affiliations, defignate alfo whether the action they exprefs be rare or frequent;

whether there be in this atlion difficulty, cafe, excefs, and fo on for other differences.

This multiplicity of verbs, joined to all the modifications of which they are fufceptible,

form an inexhauflible fountain of riches for the language, and difplay beauties which

cannot be felt and appreciated but by ufe.

In the midfl of this profufion of verbs, it is furprifing that not one has been found

which anfwered to that of to live j this is rendered by the periphrafes, to accompany one's

foul, to be with one's heart.

There are to be remarked in the language of the Negroes, many turns of phrafes

which appertain to the Hebrew. We have obferved that they expreffed, like the

latter, by fubfiantives, the qualities of the perfon or thing which are rendered by

adjeftives in other languages. Thus in order to fay hot water, they fay zuatcr ofJirc;

mazia-ma n'bazou. They fay alfo a man of blood, for a cruel man; a man of riches, tor a

-ich jnan, and fo forth. They never exprefs the affedions of love or hatred, joy or

afflidion, by prefent tenfes, but by preterites, like the Hebrews : they fay / have loved,

I have hated, for / love, and / hate.

2 , 'there
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There are alfo found in the language many words pretty much refembling Hebrew
words, and which have the fame fignification : in Hebrew, bana or banak nj3, whence
. ^ T T

IS derived the word ben ^'2, fon, fignifies he has built, becaufe they confidered the

children as living ftones which compofed the edifice of the family : in Kakongo, mania
fignifies ftones, and bana children ; n'tamer means a rule, a meafure ; and in Hebrew
tdinam or thdmani D^n, fulnefs and perfedion ; tuft, in the language of the negroes,

the lower parts, the foundation ; in Hebrew ifa, which is written ijhdh HLi'N, fignifies
T

lower parts ; foundation. Kama, to approach, to meet ; in Hebrew koum Q"ip, to rife up,

and go and meet. Lika, to eat; in Hebrew lakam, which is written lakham DH'?, fienifies

the fame thing ; and likem. or lekhem Dllb, means bread. The letter H, as we have
T T

remarked, does not enter into the pronunciation of thefe Africans. The little praftice

which the compofitors have in Hebrew, does not permit us to augment, as we might
eafily do, the lift of fimilar words.

The connexions of this language with the Greek, appear equally marked. Befides
feveral conftrudions of fimilar phrafes, there are, as Ave have obferved, feveral verbs
which change their initials, and take augments and double letters as with the Greeks.
There are to be found alfo a great number of words which differ little from Greek
words, and fignify the fame thing : Bafita, which is pronounced Bafitou, means,
like the baftleus, Bao-iAtuc of the Greeks, chief, man of dignity. Bcmbo, noife, found
of voice ; in Greek bembex ?siJ.^r,^, noife of wind. Bi?)ia, parte, bialia, victuals ; in

Greek j3iof, life, and what belongs to life. Doko, to walk or follow ; in Greek di6koy

iiuxu, I purfue. Foulla, to blow j in Greek follis (poXXn;, bellows. Kama, a mound,
an obftacle ; in Greek kamax, xa.f*a,^, a ftake, a prop. Mazia, the waters, the fources

j

in Greek mazos i^-ai^c';, the nurfe's teat. Baia, poor, little ; in Greek baios, ^a;io?,

fmall, fingle, and without fupport. Muna, fpace of time ; in Greek 77iune, /ajw, delay.

Munomai, fj-wofAcci, to temporize. Nota, cloud, thick fog ; in Greek notis, kjti?, humi-

fonos, cri'm?, Tu-o^of, pain, travail, inquietude, &c.

There are alfo to be found feveral words which feem to have come from the Latin,
fuch as mefa, table

;
paj/i, fuffering ; mongo, mountain ; tnene, morning ; bene, much,

largely, ftrongly. N'zala, zeal, hafte ; zelus is employed in the fame fenfe by feveral

Latin authors. Ilia, the inteftines ; the fame word fignifies the fame thing in Latin.

We pretend not in this place to affign all the relations which this language may have
with the ancient tongues : we have contented ourfelves with citing fonie of thofe which
ftruck us moft, and without deciding of ourfelves, we leave the informed reader, and him
who is verfed in antiquities, to decide whether we may not rcafonably fufpeft fome
analogy between thefe languages ; and, fuppofing that he judges fo, to explain how it

could have happened that the language of the Jews, Greeks, and Romans, fliould have
concurred to form that of the Africans.

CHAP. XX.—0/ the Religion and its Miniprs.

THESE people, in order not to expofe their religion to contempt, are very referved in

fpeaking of it to Europeans j and it is only by the long fojourn that the miflionaries have
VOL. XVI. 4 G made
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made among them that they have difcovered, at leaft in part, what conftitutes the objedt

of their fuperflitions.

They acknowledge a Supreme Being, who, having no origin, is himfelf the origin

of all things. They believe he has created all that is fine, all that is good in the univerle
;

that being by nature juft, he loves juftice in others, and feverely punifties fraud and
perjury. They call him Zambi ; they take his name in teftimony of the truth ; and
they regard perjury as one of the greateft of crimes ; they even pretend that a fpecies of

malady called Zamhi-a-n-pongou^ is the punifliment of it ; and they fay, when they fee

one attacked with it, " there's a perjured man."

Befides this juft and perfeft God, they admit another, to whom they give quite dif-

ferent attributes ; the firft created all, the latter would deftroy all ; he delights in the

diforder and evil which he caufes among men ; it is he who counfels them to injuftice,

perjury, thefts, poifonings, and all crimes ; he is the author of accidents, lofles, dtf-

eafes, barrennefs of land, in a word, of all the miferies which afflift humanity, and even

of death itfelf ; they call him Zumbi-a-ti'bi, God of wickednefs. Here may be perceived

the error of the Manichseans touching the Divinity. It appears natural enough that

man who is not enlightened with the torch of revelation, confidering the evils of all

kinds which befet him from his entrance into the world to his departure, fhould Itudy

to difcover the caufe, and that, ignorance being one of the greatefl diforders of his foul,

he fhould be bewildered in his conjectures on matters fo much above his faculties.

It is true, that the philofophers of antiquity have attained, by dint of reafon alone, to

a furmife of the truth, and have been able to fay, that man doubtlefs was not born fo

unhappy except in punifliment of fome crime which was imputed to him, though he

knew it not ; the" people of whom we fpeak did not carry their philofophy fo far, and,

little fuppofing that it was in man himfelf that we muft feek the principle of the evils

which afflift man, they believed, while they fliut their eyes on the want of confequence

to the fuppofition, that they could not difpenfe with acknowledging a maleficent divinity;

but no fooner was a glimpfe of the truth fliewn them upon this point, than they feized

it as if of their own accord ; the hiftory of the fall of the firft man and the dogma of

original fin, which fhock and fcandalize the proud reafon oi our modern philofophers,

are to them a fatisfadory unravelling, and, as it were, the firft ftep which conduifts them

to the faith of a fole Supreme Being, fovereignly perfed, who is the author of all good,

and who permits evil without participating in it. It appears to them much more rea-

fonable to believe what is above the reach of reafon, than what is at variance with it,

—

a myfiery rather than a contradldion, the exiftcnce of original fin, rather than that of

two rival deities.

Thev who know only the theology of the country, perfuaded that the good God will

always be fufficiently favourable, think only of appeafiag the God of wickednefs: lome,

to render him propitious to them, never eat fowL or game ; others eat only certain forts

of fifli, fruits, or vegetables ; not one among- them but makes profeflinn of abftaining

all his life^time from fome fort of iiourifliment. The only way of making him offerings

is to let die under their feet, in honour of him, fome flrrubs laden with their fruits j the

banana tree is that which they confccrate to him in preference.

They have idols, which they honour lefs as gods than as interpreters of Divinity :

they are wooden figures, rudely wrought, fome of which are as large as life; they are

Ihut up in temples which are neither larger nor more richly ornamented than common
houfes; fome of thefe idols are found in their towns and villages ; and i'ometimes, in

woods and by-places, individuals go to confult them, to learn from them what will be

the fuccefs of thsir undertakings. Some believe that they now and then fpeak, but all

believe
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believe that they Infplre thofe who confult them. When a confiderable robbery has

been committed of which they know not the perpcti-ators, thev go to feek an idol, which

they bring to the public place with found of drums and trumpets, in the belief that it

will tell them who are guilty ; if thefe do not appear, they bring a more celebrated idol,

multiplying their fongs and religious ceremonies ; then they who have fome knowledge

of the theft, think themfelves obliged to come and declare it ; frequently the culprits

themfelves, intimidated by the pomp of the ceremonies, hint to the perfons interefted to

let it ceafe, and the thing (tolen lliall be reflored, which is done without delay.

Befides thefe idols of the firll order, there are others which private perfons keep by
them, and which they honour through a vain confidence, without ever addreffmg any

prayers to them. Several perfons alfo carry in their girdles fmall marmofets, fifli teeth,

and birds' feathers, as prefervatives againft accidents with which they are or fancy them-

felves menaced for mifdeeds. All of them, after having tilled their field, take care, in

order to rid it of barrennefs, to ftick in.the ground in a particular manner, branches

of certain trees with fome bits of broken pots. They perform nearly the fame opera-

tion before their huts, when they have to abfent themfelves for a confiderable time ; and
the moft determined robber dares not crofs the threfhold, when he fees it defended bj
thefe myfterious figns.

The minifters of religion arc called Ganga ; they are as ignorant as the reft of the

people, but greater rogues. The oldeft among them fubniit to ordeals, and an infinity

of ridiculous ceremonies are impofed on thofe who wifli to become members of their

body. No one doubts that the Ganga hold commerce with the God of wickednefs, and
that they know the fitteft means of appeafing him. It appears that there is as much or

even more confidence placed in them than in their Idols ; they are confulted refpedting

futurity and the difcovery of the moft fecret things ; the people afk of them, as they do
of the king, rain and fair weather. It is believed that by virtue of their enchantments,

they can render themfelves invifible, and pals through clofed doors, were they of the

hardeft wood or even of iron.

It has never been remarked that the Ganga offer any fort of facrlfices to the Divinity
;

and confidering the functions of their minlftry, they do not defcrve any names but

thofe of diviners, magicians, or tellers of good fortune. There are fome among them,

as we have obferved, who pracfife medicine, and who make a trade of curing the fick

by the found of inftruments, by breathings, and by Incantations.

At the birth of children the Ganga are called in, who impofe on them fome fuper-

ftitious praftlces to which they are to be faithful all their lives, and of which their

mothers are obliged to remind them when they come to years of difcretion. Thefe

pradices are more or lefs auftere and ridiculous in proportion as the Ganga Is infpired at

the moment ; but whatever they be, thofe to whom they are prefcribed never fail to

adhere to them religioufly.

I'he mifllonaries faw in the village of Loubou, In the kingdom of Loango, a boy
and a girl to whom marriage was forbidden, and who were obliged on pain of death to

obferve a perfect continency all their lives. It is not known whether this law was com-
mon with others ; whether it had been impofed from the time of their birth by the Ganga,
or whether they had voluntarily prefcribed it to themfelves ; in other refpecHs nothing

diftinguiflied them from the common people ; they held no minlftry In the religion.

There are fome families who faithfully obferve, without knowing why, the pradlce of

circumcifion.

The Ganga, who in other refpeds do not pique themfelves on uniformity In their

dodrine, unanimoufly teach every body that there would be an extreme danger in eating

4 c 2 partridges.
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partridges, and no one dare hazard the experiment. All the inhabitants of the country

dread them, as fatal andill-omen'd birds ; they ei'pecially dread their cry. They who
have zeal for the public good kill as many of them as they can j and as they know that

the Europeans make no fcruple in eatiag them, they carry them to the (lores which
they find on the coafts, where they obtain liberal fupplies of powder and ball to kill more.

When they are afked why they have fucli an averfion to eating game fo delicate, and
of which foreigners make a feaft ? they anfwer, that apparently what is good for one
country is not good for another, and as for themfelves they know well that no fooner

fhould they have eaten of it than their fingers would have dropped from their hands.

Though the people who inhabit thefe climates have Ikins of the fineft black, there

does not however want an example of a child preferving the colour which all have

when they are born, and its preferving it during life as white as that of an European.

It is remarked, that this fort of whites have always fandy or red hair and beards, weak
eye-fight, and hefitating looks. This error of nature, far from being a difgrace to

thofe on whom it falls, conciliates the refpecl and veneration of the people for them
;

they are placed above the ganga, they are regarded as extraordinary men and quite

divine ; fo much fo, that the miffionaries faw one whofe hairs were fold as reliques,

which, it was faid, had the virtue of preferving the bearer from all kinds of accidents.

The miffionaries, ever fince their arrival in thefe countries, employed themfelves in

a particular manner, in finding out what was the opinion of the people on the nature of

the foul, and its defliny ; and they found, there was only one fentiment on this head ;

that all believed the foul to be fpiritual, and that it furvived the body ; without however
knowing what was its ftate after feparation from the body, whether joy or pain ; they

only fay, " that they believe it flies from the towns and villages, and flutters in the

air above the woods and forefts, in the way which the Deity pleafes."

They who inhabit the farthefl: lands, and who have never had any connexion with

foreigners, think on this point with thofe who frequent the Europeans, and conflantly

anfwer the miffionaries, who afk them what becomes of man after death : " that his

body rots in the earth, but that his foul, being a fpiritual fubftance, is incapable of

diffialution, and fubfids always."

This fl:atement of the negroes on the immortality of the foul, joined to their uncer-

tainty refpecl:ing its ftate after feparation from the body, infpires them at once with

great refpcft for the dead, and great fear of ghofts ; fince they never fail, in order to

acquit themfelves well toward their parents and friends, to celebrate their obfequies

with all the pomp they can afibrd. As foon as the fick perfon has breathed his laft,

the minifters of medicine retire, as well as the players of inftruments ; his nearcft re-

latives take poffeflion of the body, which they exalt on a fcafFold, under which they

light a fire, which throws up a thick fmoke. When the corpfe is fufficiently fmokcd,

they expofe it for fome days in the open air, placing befide it a perfnn who has nothing

to do but to drive away the flies that want to come nigh it. Then they wrap it in a

prodigious quantity of foreign ftutfs, or ftuft's of the country. They judge of the riches

of the heirs by the quality of their itufl^s, and of their affcdion for the dead by the

tliicknefs of the roller. The mummy thus drefled is taken to a public place, and

fometiraes lodged in a fort of niche, where it remains a greater or lefs time according

to the rank it occupied in the world when living. The (horteft expofure is always

for feveral months, and it often lafts a whole year. During all this time the parents,

the neareft relatives, the friends, and above all, the fpoufes of the dead, who have placed

their huts near the fpot where it is expofed, aflTemble regularly every evening to weep,

fing, and dance round the funeral lodge.

Oa
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On the eve of the day fixed for interment, they enclofe the body with all the ftufFs

that envelope it in a large coffin wrought by art, in the form of a tun. On the morrow,

when all the relatives and friends are arrived, they put the coffin on a fort of funeral car,

to which men are yoked j and they fet forward. Care has been taken to level the roads

by which the convoy had to pafs. For the illuflrious dead, fuch as kings and princes,

they cut new ones acrofs the plains, of the breadth of thirty or forty feet ; along the

road they make the greateft noife poffible ; they dance, fing, play on inflruments, and
all this is done with the greatefl demonftrations of grief. Frequently the fame perfon

dances, fmgs, and weeps at the fame time. When they reach the burial place, which

is fometimes very far from the town or village, they lower the coffin into a hole about

fifteen feet deep, cut like a well, which they inflantly fill with earth. The rich often

inter with the dead his favourite jewels, fome pieces of coral or filver. There are fomc

who raife the tomb, and place by it eatables, animals' teeth, or fome antiquities by which

the deceafed fet the greatefl ftore, and which were formerly the inllruments of his

fuperflition.

Though thefe people are minute obfervers of the pradices of the religion their fathers

have taught them, the miffionaries remarked, that they were not headfirong in them.

They blindly follow prejudices which no one had hitherto undertaken to rid them of;

but they have good fenie enough to feel the vanity of their obfeivances, the ridicule

which attaches to their fuperftitions, and have too much good faith not to admit it,

when occafion ferves. All thofe to whom miffionaries have fpoken of religion, even

the princes and grandees of the country have confeffed to them, that they had little

confidence in their idols and their minifters, " but," added they, " no one hitherto

has fpoken to us of the Deity otherwife than our fathers did : we know that European

minillers have given fublime ideas of him to feveral of our neighbouring people, and

P that they have taught ihem how he muft be honoured, but they have not come as far

as us ; (lay yourfelves
;
you fliall make us know the truth, we will be docile in loUow-

ing it."

A VOYAGE
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A VOYAGE TO SENEGAL,

THE ISLE OF GOREE, AND THE RIVER GAMBIA.

By M. Adanson, Correfpondent of the Royal Academy of Sciences.

Tranflated from the French.—With Notes by an Englifli Gentleman, who refided

fome Time in that Country *.

THE translator's PREFACE.

TT is a maxim eflablifhed by a celebrated philofopher of antiquity, that if a young riian

is ambitious to raife a reputation in the world, or to improve in knowledge and wifdom,
heJhoidd travel into foreign countries '\. This feems to have been ftrongly verified by
the learned M. Adanfon, author of the following voyage. The love of natural hiftory,

and an ardent defire of fame, excited this gentleman very early in life to exchange
his native foil for the burning fands of Senegal ; where he fpent five years, in making
a diligent inquiry into the various curiofities, natural and artificial, of Negroland.
Hitherto we had received but very imperfect accounts from that part of Africa, former
adventurers having had no notion of improving their minds, but their fortunes ; fo that

their relations are confined to the auri facra fames, the purchafe of flaves, teeth and
duft, with other materials of gain. Our author is the firft philofopher, who adventured
to vifit the torrid zone, for the propagation of knowledge ; and who, in fearch of this

valuable treafure, may be truly faid, to have encountered more monfters, than thofe

ancient heroes, reprefented in fabulous ftory to have gone in purfuit of the golden
fleece.

He begins his obfervations at his departure from Port L'Orient, the third of March,

1749, and does not finifh them till five years after, in the month of March, 1754.
By the general account of his voyage, we find, that during this time he employed
himfftlf chiefly, in the moll curious refearches of natural hillory ; confulting rather his

zeal for the advancement of learning, than his bodily ftrength, which was often put
to the fevereft trials. We fliudder even at the perufal of the many hardfhips he went
through, to fatisfy his own and the public curiofity ; either in walking over the bmning
fands of the deferts of Africa, expofed to the fcorching heats of the fun ; or in traverf-

ing rivers and torrents, upon the back of a negro, who was frequently up to his chin

in water ; or in defending himfelf againft tigers, wild boars, crocodiles, ferpents, and
other lavage beads, befides the many noxious infefts with which thofe deferts abound.
A philofopher like M. Adanfon, whofe aim in travelling is to fee and to learn,

takes notice of every liuig that falls in his way. From lb exatT; and judicious a nar-

rative, one may therefore form a juft idea of this part of Africa ; a country overfpread

• London 1759, 8to. ' f Philoftiatua in ApoUonio.

with
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with mifery, the natural confequence of lazinefs. Thus he informs us of whatever

relates to the manners and cuftoms of the negroes, to their drefs, habitations, repafts,

dances, fiiperflitions, and poverty : neither does he forget to mention their fociability,

good-nature, docility, and refpeft for the French nation, which, we make no doubt,

but they will be equally ready to fliew to the new conquerors of Senegal *. He like-

wife takes notice of the Moors of that country, a nation very different from the negroes,

but almoft as poor and as indolent. Our author lived and converfed with thofe dif-

ferent people, and met with fo kind a reception from them, as mufl: be an encourage-

ment to thofe, who fliall have occafion to trade to that coaft, fince the French fettle-

ments have been fo glorioufly reduced by the arms of Great Britain.

In regard to the authenticity of this narrative, we may venture to affirm, that

nothing of the kind has been publifhed, with fuch Itrong marks of veracity, fuice

Loid Anfon's voyage. The character of our author, and his learned improvements,

are well known at Paris, where he went through a courfe of ftudy under iVIeffieurs

de Jullieu, of the Royal Academy of Sciences. Upon exprefling an c.irnefl; defire of

going over to Africa, with a view of making difcoveries in the natural hiftory of that

country, he was introduced to M. David, Director of.the F.afl; India Company, who
recommended him in the warmefl manner to M. de la Brue f, director general of the

fadory of Senegal. Thefe are public lai^s, which evidently prove him to be a man of

character and abilities, and every way qualified for this arduous tafk, fo greatly con-

ducive to the advancement of learning and commerce. As to his manner of executing

it, we need only to mention the high approbauon of the Royal Acadtmy of Sciences,

which we fliall infert here at full length, as a lulling monument of the author's extraor-

dinary merit.

M'
ExtraSl from the Reg'Jlcn of the Royal Academy of Sciences, Dec. the /^h, 1756.

[ESSIEURS de Reaumur and de Juflieu junior, having been appointed to examine

a work, written by M. Adanfon, corierpoudent of the Academy, and intitled,

A voyage to Senegal, ^c. poformed during the 2'cars 1749, 175O) '751? 1752, 1753,
isfc. and having made their report, the Academy is of opinion, that the ingenious

notions, exad defcriptions, and judicious obfcrvations of the author, afford reafon to

believe, that his work will be acceptable to the public, and defcrves the approbation

of the Academy. In witnefs hereof I have figned the prefent certificate. Paris, Dec. the

4th, 175&.
Grand Jean de Fouchy, perpetual fecretary of the Royal Academy

of Sciences.

• This 18 to be imderftood, proviJed lliey mod with the like good ufn^e they have been fo long ac-

cuftomed to.

I This gentleman being mentioned with great rcfpeft by ouraiithur, in fcvcral parts of this voyage, the

reader will ni't peihapsbe difplcafed with a further account of his charaftcr. He lived 37 years on his

government, during which time his conilant lUuly wa to ferve not only his country, but the whole human
fpe-es. I (hall give hut one nillance of his univeifal hcnevolence. Having learned that the Moors, in the

reighhourhood, cither made eapti\es, or killed, fui h Eurojieans as had the mi fortune to be fhipwiecked

on tlieir coaft ; he, from a pnnciple of humanity, cfi'ered a reward of the value ol twenty moidores for

every man in that coi.dition, they (hould bring to him alive. Thus he redeemed, at different times, and

fent home to their native country, rt his own expcnfe, fourteen Britiflt fuhjctts. He is alfo a man of

geiiiut and learning. The autbgr of this note came to France with him, in the firft cartel.

ADVJERTISEMENT.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

•T^HE reader will pleafe to obferve, that the French names of feveral places, animals,

trees, &c. have been retained in the tranflation, as well becaufe fome of them feem
to be of African original, others have been received in late ufe by the natives, and
others, in fine, (which we may fay of moft of them) were fuch as we could not

find proper terms to exprefs in our language. In regard to the notes interfperfed

throughout this work, they were communicated by an Englifh gentleman, of high

charafter and reputation, who refided fome time in that country, and whofe name
would do us honour, were we at liberty to mention it.

A VOYAGE TO SENEGAL, ^c.

TT has been long obferved, that moft people come into the world with an inclination

to fome particular ftudy or profeflion, which grows up and is ftrengthened with

years. Whatever views our parents may have had in our education, the predominant

tafte always prevails, and, generally fpeaking, determines the purfuits or occupations

of the reft of our life. Having in my very early days felt a particular liking to the

ftudy of philofophy and natural hiftory, I found my inclinations averfe from the pro-

feflion for which my parents defigned me, which was that of the church ; and therefore

I refigned a benefice, with which I had been already provided, that I might be entirely

at liberty to purfue the ftudy of natural philofophy.

The branch I firft took up with was that of botany, which I confidered as one of

the moft engaging ftudies, not only from its confiderable ufe in life, but from its

agreeable variety. The opportunity I had of attending the leftures of Meff. de Juflieu

at the king's gardens, led me thither very often ; and the ftrong paflion I felt for

that fcience, together with my conftant application, foon made me known to thofe

gentlemen. I cannot fuiiiciently exprefs my acknowledgment to thofe two great

mafters, under whofe diredion I firft began that vaft career, which I have not yet

finiftied. The fpirit of obfervation and inquiry, fo remarkable in M. Bernard de
Juflieu, and which he transfufes, as it were, into thofe who fympathife with him in

the fame kind of ftudies, took with me immediately, and by degrees led me on from
the ftudy of plants to that of minerals, and from thence to that of animals, infefts, and
ihells ; in fliort, to every branch of natural hiftory.

From that time I had accefs to the king's cabinet, and to thofe of M. de Reaumur
and Mefl". de Juflieu ; there I laid a foundation of knowledge, to qualify me for making
obfervations of every kind : and as a little aftronbmy feemed conducive to my purpofe,

I learnt as much as was neceflary under M. le Monnier.

After I had gone through a courfe of ftudy for upwards of fix years, under the

direftion of thofe celebrated academicians, I made known the intention, which I had
long fince formed, of going abroad for further improvement. The obfervations of

thofe gentlemen on different branches of the natural hiftory of France had very nearly

exhaufted the fubjeft ; I therefore concluded that nothing could be of greater fervice

to me, than to employ a part of my youthful days in a voyage to fome diftant and

9 unfrequented
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unfrequented country, from a perfuafion that I fhould return with feveral difcoverles,

which would be new to Europe. I was fenfible that the equinoclial parts of Africa

had not been vifited by any naturahft, confequently that a vail field was open to me,
where I might reap a plentiful harveft of obfervations.

It was not, I confeis, a fmall undertaking, for me alone to execute a work, which
requires the joint labours of perfons well (killed in botany, natural philofophy, anatomy,
and dtfign. This confideration however did not deter me ; and I declared my inten-

tion to my late father, who introduced me, the beginning of the year 1748, to M. David,

knight of the order of St. Michael, and direftor of the Eaft-India company, to whom
he was very well known. M. David, attentive to whatever may be of ufe to commerce,
greatly approved of my defign, and exprefled vaft joy at an undertaking, which might

be as ferviceable to natural philofophy as to the commerce of the honourable Eaft-India

company. He got me a place in the factory of Senegal, and proinifed me my paffage

on board the firll (hip which fliould fet out immediately after the publication of the

peace. I was greatly charmed to find my willies fulfilled, and I fet out from Paris the

20th of December the fame year, in order to take my paffage at Port I'Orient in one

ol the company's fhips.

The winter was ftill very fevere when I embarked, the 3d of March 1749, on board
the Chevalier Marin, commanded by M. Dapres de Mannevillette. We fet fail about

ten o'clock in the morning, and got out of harbour in company with two fmall vefl'els,

v/hich were defigned for the fame port with us. The wind being at N. E. foon carried

us out to fea ; the beauty and ferenity of which afforded us a moft delightful profpect.

An infinite number of porpoifes, or fea-hogs, dancing about our fliip, fecmed to wifh

us a happy voyage.

Thefe filhes are faid to move conftantly againfl: the wind ; and the failors can foretell

by their motion, which way it is to blow. Though this may not be true on all occa-

fions, it was fo at leaft on this ; for we did not long enjoy that agreeable ferenity.

The wind foon chopped about, and blew fo hard from the S. E. that the fca grew very

rough in a fhort time.

No fooner had we reached the latitude of 36, than we began to find the fea more
calm. A frefh gale fprung up at N. N. E. fo that we had very agi-eeable weather after

the llorm, and were enjoying the plea Pure of a fine climate, when we efpicd land the

6th of April. This was the Peak of Teneriff, which appeared to us in the form of a

pyramid, or more properly of a fugar-loa^ the fides of which were ftuck with feveral

points. I'hough according to our reckoning we were dillant from thence upwards

of fourteen leagues at N. E., it feemed to us to be raifed under an angle of above five

degrees. At this diffance, it had more the appearance of a cloud than of a mountain,

by rcafon of its whiienefs ; and nothing but its liability could make us diffinguifli it.

Sometimes it was perceived above, and at other times below the clouds, according as

thefc were more or Icfs diffant from us. The nearer we drew towards it, keeping it

always to the fouth-eaft, the more it feemed to be upon a level with the neighbouring

mountains ; fo that when we were within four leagues, it H'as no longer poflible for

us to diftinguiHi it from the reft. In this pofition the ifland of Teneriff" feemed to

be a clultcr of mountains, joined fo clofe to each other, diat we could only difcern

their tops.

The notice we had tiikcn of the ifle of Teneriff, purfuant to the effabliflied cuftom
of veifels trading to the coaft of Africa, was fudicient to direft us in the remainder of

our courfe to Senegal ; and we fliould have followed it, had our prefcnt circuinffances

permitted. But the greateft part of our water and provifions had been confumed,
VOL. XVI. 411 during
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during the delay occafioned by contrary winds ofF Cape Finifterre ; and what little

remained, was infufficient to complete our voyage ; fo that we were under an abfolute

neceffity of putting into fome harbour. In order to take in a frefli fupply of provifions.

Being fo near land, it would have been imprudent to let flip the opportunity : we
therefore kept failing till night, and then lay by.

The day following we made the harbour of Santa Cruz, in the eaflern part of the

ifland, where we anchored in tcrty-five fathom water, the length of three cables from

land. This place greatly refembles a road for fliipping, becaufe it is very open
; yet

it would be a pretty good harbour, if it had but fafe anchorage : but being a rocky

bottom, it is apt to let the anchors flip, and to cut the cables. However, it is a very

wholefome place. The whole day was fpent in mooring the fhip, and fecuring its

anchors. We likewife amufed ourfelves with fifhing for mackrel. This feemed to be

almoft the only fifli that could be found in that fpot; and there was fuch plenty thereof,

that all the mackrel of the neighbouring feas feemed to have made this their rendezvous.

We had only to throw out our line, and we were fure of catching fi(h ; and frequently

without bait.

The people of the country catch this fi(h in a better manner. As foon as the night

fets in, and the fea is calm, they light up flambeaus, and fpread themfelres with their

boats all over the harbour, for about a league in circumference. When they come to

the fpot where there feems to be the greateft plenty of tifh, they fl:op their boats, hold-

ing the flambeau above the water, in fuch a manner as that it fhall give light without

dazzling their eyes : and as foon as they fee the fifh fporting on the furface of the

waves, and gathering round the light, they cafl: their net, and drag it immediately

into their boat: thus they continue till their quantity is completed.

While this amufement lafted, we were vifited every minute by filhermen, who came
on board our fhip to fell their commodity ; and indeed we had it very cheap. The
Canary mackrel is not of the fame fort as that of Europe ; it is not fo- broad, but

much fmaller, though very long ; the fkin is of a deep blue on the back, of a fdver

colour on the belly, and agreeably ftreaked. The fle(h is white and firm, but fomc-

what dry; and though inferior to our European mackrel, flill it is very well tailed.

The day following we had leave to go alhore. The fea was very calm in the road ;

but it was quite another thing on the fea-fide ; where there was a furf that would have

frightened the moll intrepid. As it is all covered with pebbles, which form a very

deep bank, and are alternately impelled and repelled by the fea, it is very difficult

landing. They are obliged to make ufe of the furge which drives towards fhore, and

to take care that the boat is not turned about, nor carried back to fea. For which

purpofe there are feveral failors waiting on the fea-fide ; who, as foon as they fee the

furge approaching, flop into the water, lay fall hold on the boat, then lift it up with

the people in it, and carry it alhore in a mod dexterous manner.

After we had landed we found, at the diflance of a hundred paces from the fea-fide,

the town of Santa Cruz, fituate in the ead part of the ifland, as well as the harbour to

which it gives its name. This town is neither fortified, nor furrounded with walls.

It fl:ands on a plain afcending from the fea, and terminating in a narrow piece of land,

very flat, white, and fandy, about a league in extent towards the fouth. The town is

four hundred fathoms in length, and fifty in breadth. It contains three hundred

houfes, built of flione, and three flories high. The number of inhabitants is about three

thoufand, all Spaniards, who in their cuftoms and manner of living differ but very

little from thofe of Europe.

Withia

I



ADANSON's voyage to SENEGAL, ^C, 603

Within three leagues weft of this city, following the gorges of the mountains, which

form an infenfible afcent, we found the town of Laguna, capital of the ifland. It is

fituated at the foot of the Peak above-mentioned. This mountain, which bears the

name of the Peak of Tenerift", is in 28 degrees 12 minutes north latitude, and 18 degrees

52 minutes well longitude of Paris. We found its height to be above two thoufand

fathoms, that is, near a league perpendicular, which makes it one of the higheft moun-
tains in the univerfe. It is faid that the top of it is covered with fnow the whole year

round, and that it fometimes throws out combuftible matter, without much noife.

It {lands nearly in the middle of the ifland, and is furrounded with a great number of

mountains, which are almoft half a league in perpendicular height. At the foot of

thefe mountains you fee feveral gutters like frightful precipices, which are oftentimes

above a hundred feet wide, and two hundred deep. They are made by the water-

floods precipitated thither during the ftonns ; and as foon as thofe floods are gone, the

bottom is left quite bare.

The foil of this ifland is of a reddifli caft, not at all deep, but extremely fruitful.

In the gorges of the mountains to the north and eaft parts of the town, you fee

the fineft groves of orange, citron, and lemon-trees of all forts. There arc alfo

pomegranate and fig-trees ali over the ifland. Befides the choicell fruits in Europe,

the inhabitants of Teneriif have thofe of Africa, as bananas, papayas, and ananas,

or pine apples, which they plant in their gardens. The moft ungrateful lands

produce carob-trees, and melons of every kind, efpecially water melons. In the

vallies you fee fields of the finefl corn in the world, variegated at regular diflances

with rows of dragon-trees *, which in their height and figure greatly refemble the

majeflic tallnefs of the palmetto-tree f.

The mountains arc laid out in vineyards, which have acquired a high reputation

by their excellent wines, known by the name of Canary and Malnifcy. The^orraer

is extracted from a large grape, which makes a ftrong heady liquor, and is ths

common wine. The latter is made of a fmall grape, the berry of which is round

and vaflly fweet ; and the juice fqueezed from it has likewlfe a fweeter and more

agreeable flavour, which gives it greatly the advantage of the other. The quality

of thefe wines is commonly attributed to the climate, and to the nature of the foil
;

but I apprehend that the culture and form of the vineyards contributes at leaft as much
to their, goodnefs. Their method, as I have feen pradifed in the neighbourhood of

Santa Cruz, is as follows : They pitch upon a hill that has an advantageous expofition

to the fouth, preferable to any other : the lower part they plant with vines, to an

afcent of two hundred feet at the moft. Upon the whole ground defigned for the vines,

they ered little walls breaft high, at the diftance of four or five feet from one another.

Thefe ferve for feveral purpofes ; in the firft place, by upholding the earth, they hinder

the roots of the tree from being laid bare ; fecondly, they withhold the rain-waters,

which would oiherwife run down the hills, without loaking the earth ; laftly, they in-

creafe the rtfleftion of the fun-boanis, and procure a greater heat to the vine. True

it is, that as thefe walls are made of dry ffone, fymmetrically ranged without mortar

or mud, part of them tumbledown fometimes in heavy rains: but the mifchief is

quickly repaired, and may even be prevented, by laying above the uppermoft wall a

row of large ftones fomewhat inclined, to break the force of the waters, and divert

iheir ftream.

• Draco arbor. Clujii.

f A kind of palm-tree, tlie leaves of wliicli open like a fan.

4 H 2 The
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The back of thefe mountains, on the north fide, is barren and uncultivated. The
profpecl it affords to the eye, is an amphitheatre of bare rocks, the colour of Hate, cut

into vertical parallelopipedons, from fix to eight feet high, and from three to four

broad, the angles very acute. They may be confidered as fo many precipices raifed one
above the other. When you have reached the top, you are fuddenly ravifhed with a
profpeft bounded only by the horizon of the fea

;
you find yourfelf raifed far above

the clouds, through which you may defcry, at the dirtance of twelve leagues to the

fouth, Canary and the other neighbouring iflands. Here, inftead of treading upon
earth, I was amazed to find nothing under my feet but afhes, pumices, and burnt ftones,

fragments of which I faw likewife fcattered here and there as I defcended ; but the

greateft part of them are fallen down to the foot of the mountains, and even to the

fea-fide.

Where the earth was open, I perceived under the pumices a ftone in large mafles,

of the colour of ilate, and a good deal like the bare rocks which I had obferved

on the ridge of the mountains. This ftone bears fo great refemblance to that which is

melted by volcanoes, and the comparifon I made between it and the lavas which M.
de Juffieu had received not only from the volcanoes in Italy, but likewife from that of

the ifle of Bourbon, confirmed this refemblance in fUch a manner, that I think we
cannot, nor ought we to give it any other name. The like remark I made in the

gutters, and in the quarry that has been dug in the neighbourhood of Santa Cruz :

there we find the fame maifes underneath a veiy irregular ftratum of burnt ftones ; and

they are cut into pieces for the ufe of building. The external and internal appearance

of thefe mountains, the lavas of which they are entirely formed, and the feveral burnt

ftones which lie fcattered as far as the fea fliore, leave no room to doubt but that each

of the mountains, of which the ifle of Teneriff is compofed, owes its original to a

particular volcano, which, after undermining it inwardly, at length has entirely fpent

itfelf : and this fubterraneous operation is ftill continued under the Peak, that huge
mountain, which vomits fire from time to time.

There is never a river in this ifland, becaufe of the fmallnefs of its circumference.

The inhabitants fupply the want thereof by wooden pipes, which communicate with the

fprings in the mountains : and from thence the water is conveyed to the town, the

diftance of about half a league. This water being hard and crude, they filtrate it

through a ftone whii.h is very common in their quarries. It is a kind of lava, of

the colour of foot, in a medium betwixt the denlity of the grey lava, and the porofity

of the pumice.

Ihe tem.perate climate of Teneriff, and the richnefs of its pafture, contribute greatly

to the goodnefs of the cattle. They have fine herds of oxen, and excellent kid ; but

mutton is not fo common. They breed all forts of poultry ; but game, efpecially wild

fowl, is very rare. I took notice that the Canary-bird, which grows white in France,

is here almoft as grey as a linnet. This change of colour very likely is owing to the

coldnefs of our climate.

The paffion I had for herborizing, made me regret the backwardnefs of the feafon.

Moft of the plants peculiar to this country, were ftill concealed in the bofom of the

earth ; neverthelefs my refearches were not altogether fruitlefs. Near the fea-fhore

I found two forts of fig-marygolds, otherwife cAlsdJicoides *; xhejafminoides, or baftard

* l"icoi(!ea procumbens, portulacae folio. T^iJJ'. Mem. Acad, 1711. page 322, pi. 13. fig, i,

Aizoon foliis cuiiciformi-ovatis, floribus fefiilibus. lAnn. Hort. Upf. page 127.

Ficoidcs nollras, kali folio flore albo. Tournef. Mem. Acad. 1705. page 241.

Mefembryanthcum foliis alternis, teretiiifculis, obtufis, ciliatis. Linn. Hort, Upf. page 129.

9 jaf.
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jafmine *, adorned the tops of precipices and gutters with its pendant branches, which
were loaded with ripe fruit: and the corn-flag of f Provence enamelled the valleys

and meadows with its flowers. As I traverfed the mountains, I perceived that the plants

peculiar to them, feemed to affecl a certain height. For inftance, the kleinia |, and
ibme new plants, which I purpofe to make known, always grow on the lower part,

where the vineyards are generally planted. About the middle we faw only the iithy-

mains §, or fpurge ; and the top of all was covei-ed with forefls of euphorbia \\, whofe
ftalks, though from twelve to fifteen feet high, appeared to me below, like fine mofs.

The euphorbia and the tithymalus were then in flower, and furrounded with feveral forts

of bind-weed, which twilled round their ftems. In my walks I met with no more/than

one fort of land-fhell, for the defcription and figure of which I refer to the hiftory of

fliells, at the end of this relation ^.
I was every day more in love with this beautiful country. The miklnefs of a climate

where it never freezes, the advantageous fituation of the ifland, and the variety of its

produflions, all together gave me infinite pleafure ; fo that I fhould have Ibid much
longer if circumftances would have permitted. But as the feafon was advancing, and
we had taken in our fupply of water and provifions, we were obliged to think of

refuming our voyage.

The fifteenth of April we weighed anchor, and left the iflc of TenerifF after eight

days refrefhment. The trade winds at N. E. were fo gentle as not to ruffle the lea,

fo that we (l^eered a pleafant courfe till we reached the tiopics. There we foon found

by the bright ferene days, and exceflive heats, that we had clianged climate the third

time : for in lefs than fix weeks we experienced winter, Ipring, fummer, and the dog-

days. In thefe latitudes the fea, when agitated in the night, feemed as if it were on
fire, and marked our courfe by a flreak of light which the velfel left behind it. This

phaenomenon appeared to me very engaging, and I fpent feveral nights in inquiring

into the caufe of it.

We continued our courfe with the fame favourable weather till the 25th of April,

when wc found ourfelves within fight of the coa't of Senegal. The land is low, fandy,

and very white, fo that with great difficulty could we difcern it, though it was very clear

weather, and we were within three or tour leagues of Ihore : at length we fpied a

thicket partly covered by the downs, whei-eby we knew that we were off the wood of"

Griel, that is, within two leagues north of the ifland of Senegal. Not long after we
faw hovering over the fliip, a bird which feemed greatly tired, and defiron? of reft

:

he pitched upon one of the malls j but a fowling-piece foon brought hjni down upon
deck. This was too beautiful a bird to omit giving a fliort defcription of him. He
greatly refeinbled a jay ** in the fize of his body, and the figure of his beak and feet

;

but he dliTered from him in ibme other refpeds. His beily was of a pale blue, and his

back fallow. His tail was adorned with two feathers, as long as the red of his body

;

and the colour both of the tail and of his wings, was the fined Iky-blue that eyes could

behold. I often had occafion to icQ this kind of jay in the country of Senegal j but as

• JafminoiJes Afiicanum, jafmini arulcati foliis, ct facie. N'lJf. Mem. Acad. 171 1, pa^c 522, pi. iz.

fig. I.

f Gladiolii? utriiique floridiis, florc rubro. C. B. paGjc 41.

X Kleinia f .liia lanceolalis, o'anis, caiile lacvi, vcnlricofo. Lhm. Hoit. Cliff', page 595.

§ Tithymalus (lendroides liiiaiix foliis ex infiila Canariiia. Pliil:. Phyt. tab. .319. li;^'. I.

II
Eu) horbia aculcata, niula, fubquinciuangulaiiii, aculeis ^crminatis. L'mn. Hort. Cliff\ page 196,

51 Coiiclia; univalves. 5th fort, pi. i. fig- 2. Pouchet.

Garrulus urgciUorateiifis. IViUu^, Ornith. page 89. tab. 20.

I after-
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I afterwards found he is a bird of paflage, that comes to refide for fome months of the

fummer in the fouthern parts of Europe, and goes back to fpend the remainder of the

year in Senegal, I would not omit mentioning that he is foraetimes met in his paflage

at fea.

The fame day we arrived before the factory of Senegal. After having made the

ufual fignals, and faluted the fort with our guns, we caft anchor three leagues higher,

at the mouth of the river Niger, in nine fathoms water, a flimy bottom, and good
holding ground. Though we were within half a league of the bar, the fea was very

high ; and the winds blowing off the fhore, made a prodigious furf, which occafioned

our fliip to roll in a ftrange manner. Here we were witnefles to a fatal accident, which

but too often happens at fea» We put out our boat, but unluckily it overfet, and one

of the men was drowned. However, we did not ftay long in the road ; a boat was
fent from the ifle of Senegal, to carry us over the bar, and pilot us into the river.

By a bai- we underftand a particular agitation of the waves, which in palTmg over a

flioai *, fwell and rife to a fheet of water, from ten to twelve feet high, and afterwards

break in the fall. No fooner has the firfl; wave had its etfeft, but it is followed by a

fecond, and this by a third. They begin to be perceptible at a hundred and fometimes

a hundred and fifty fathoms from the coaft, and are as formidable to large as to fmall

veflels. A boat runs the danger of being overfet, and a fliip of being dafhed to pieces.

This bar extends all along the coaft of Senegal ; at leaft there are few places it does

not reach. Such was the danger we had to encounter before we could enter this river,

the mouth of which was covered by a bank of fand, againft which the billows daflied

with great violence. Luckily for us, we arrived at a time of year when the fea is not

fo boifterous, confequently when the bar is lefs difficult to get over : we were piloted

by negroes, all hearty fellows, and fo well acquainted with ihis navigation, that very

rarely any accidents happen.

The pilot boats belonging to the bar are fmall-decked veflels, from fifty to fixty tons,

and fometimes larger. They generally fail with ballaft only, and feldom draw more
than four or five feet water. The care of them is entirely committed to negroes, whom
you muft not pretend either to contradid or advife. When we were on the bar, we
were obliged to keep profound filence, that the pilot might not be in the leaft inter-

rupted : fome hid themfelves through fear of being drowned, and fome through

apprehenfion of being wet : others, more intrepid than the reft, ftood upon deck to

view the agitation of the waves. I, as an obferver, could not help placing myfelf in

this ftation ; and for my pains I got thoroughly wet. We were above half a quarter

of an hour in this dangerous paflage ; now lifted up by billows which bended under
us ; and now tofled by others which daflied againft the fides of the veflfel, and covered

it all over with water. One wave lifted us up very high, and then left us aground

;

another came and took us up and was followed by others in the like fuccefllon. At
length, after being tofled in this manner for fome time, we faw ourfelves out of danger.

As it is cuftomary on this occafion to make a handfome prefent to the negroes of the

bar ; each paflenger behaved generoufly towards them, and they were very well

fatisfied.

As foon as we entered the river Niger, we found ourfelves in a very gentle ftream,

of above three hundred fathoms in breadth, that is, four or five times broader than

the Seine at Pont Royal. Its direftion is exadly north and fouth, parallel to the coaft,

• Which flioal, or bank of fand, our author fhould have underftood by a bar ; but what he fays above,

is only the effcd of the fhoal or bar. I only mean, the flioal is the bar.

7 for
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for the fpace of three leatjues, from irs mouth to the ifland of Senegal. The land on

both fides is only one continued plain of quick fands, extremely white, with a fe^v downs
fcattered here and there, and continually fhiftintr according to the caprice of the winds.

The weftern bank forms a very low cape or narrow flip of land, which feparates the

river from the fea, and whofe greatefl: breadth is not a hundred and fifty fathoms

:

this is called Barbary Point. The eaftern bank is higher ; but they are both equally

dry and barren, and produce only a few low plants. We did not perceive any trees,

till we advanced two leagues higher, towards the Engiifli illand ; and then we fpied

fome mangroves, which are almoftthe only tree we faw till we arrived at the ifland of

Senegal.

This placets fituated within three leagues of the mouth of the river, and two-thirds

of a league from the Engiifli ifland. It is the chief fettlement of Senegal ; and the refi-

dence of the director general. We arrived by night-fall at the harbour eafl of the fort,

where we landed. As foon as I fet foot on fhore, I waited upon M. de la Brue, the

dire£tor general, who gave me a mofl kind reception. I delivered to him the letters of

reconnnendation which I had from his uncle M. David, direftor of the Eafl: India com-

pany, who was pleafed to interefl himfelf in my favour : and they operated even beyond

what 1 could poffibly exped in a country fubjefl: to fuch ditHculties. In fhort, he

promifed to aflifl me on all occafions, and he did it accordingly with fuch readinefs and

good nature, as deferves a grateful acknowledgment from the lovers of natural hift:ory,

if I have done any thing towards promoting this branch of learning.

He foon was as good as his word : I had the liberty of travelling up the country, and

of examining into its various productions. To facilitate my defign, M. de la Brue pro-

cured me a boat, with negroes, and an interpreter, in fhort all conveniencies, as fpe-

cified by the Eaft:-India company to the fuperior council, in a letter wherein they in-

form him of my intentions.

Being arrived in a country fo different in every refpeft from my own, and finding

myfelf as it were in a new world, whatever I beheld drew my attention, becaufe it af-

forded me matter of inflruftion. The air, the climate, the inhabitants, the animals,

the lands, and vegetables, all were new to me : not one objeft that oilered itfelt to my
view, was I accullomed to. Which way foever 1 turned my eye, I faw nothing but

fandy plains *, burnt by the mofl; fcorching heat of the fun. Even the very ifland I

flood upon, is only a bank of fand, about 1150 fathoms in length, and 150 or 200 at

the moft in breadth, and almofl level with the furface of the water. It divides the

river into two branches, one of which to the eafl;ward is about 300 fathoms broad, and

the other weflward near 200, with aconfiderablc depth.

This ifland, notwithflanding its flerility, was inhabited by upwards of three thoufand

negroes, invited thither by the generofity of the whites, into whofe fervice mofl of thein

had entered. Here they have erefted houfcs or huts, which occupy above one half of

the ground. Thefe are a kind of dove or ice houfes, the walls of which are reeds

faflened clofe together, and fupported by flakes driven into the ground. Thefe flakes

are from five to fix feet high, and have a round covering of ftraw, of the fame height,

and terminating in a point. Thus each hut has only a ground floor, and is from ten to

fifteen feet diameter. They have but one fquare door, very low, and many of them

with a threfliold raifcd a foot above the ground ; fo that in going in they mufl: incline

their bodies, and lift a leg up very high, an attitude not only ridiculous but difagreeable.

* The author is millakcn, or has forgot, for the Guinea-fule is all coTcreJ with woods: the ifland iricl

the Barbary fhore, or tongue of land, are esadly as he defcribes.

One
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One or two beds are frequently fufficient for a whole family, including domeftics, who
lie pell-mell along with their mafters and the children. Their bed is a hurdle laid on
crofs pieces of wood, and fupported by forkillas, or frnall forks, a foot above the

ground ; over this they throw a mat, which ferves them for a paillajfe or ftraw bed,

for a mattrefs, and generally for fheets and bed-clothes ; as to pillows they have none.

Their furniture is not very cumberfome ; for it confifls only of a few earthen pots,

called canaris, a few calabafhes, or gourd-bottles, with wooden bowls, and the like

utenfils.

All the huts belonging to the fame perfon are inclofed with a wall or palifade of reeds

about fix feet high ; to which they give the name of tapade. Though the negroes ob-

ferve very little fymmetry in the fituation of iheir houfes, yet the French of the ifland of

Senegal have taught them to follow a certain uniformity in the largenefs of the tapades,

which they have regulated in fuch a manner, as to form a fmall town with feveral ftreets

drawn in a direft line. Thefe ftreets indeed are not paved ; and luckily there is no oc-

cafion for it ; fince they would be very much at a lofs to find the fmalleft pebble upwards

of thirty leagues all round. The inhabitants find a greater conveniency in their fandy

foil : for as it is very deep, and foft, it ferves them to fit upon ; it is alfo their fofa,

their couch, their bed. Befides, it has fome other good ufes, namely, that there is no
danger in falling ; and it is always very clean, even after the heavieft rains, becaufc it

imbibes the water with great eafe, and there needs only an hour of fine weather to dry

it. However, this town or village, which ever you pleafe to call it, is the^handfomeft,

the largeft, and the moft regular in the country : they reckon, as 1 have already men-
tioned, upwards of three thoufand inhabitants : it is about a quarter of a league long,

and the breadth equal to that of the ifland, whofe centre it occupies, being equally

ranged on both fides of the fort by which it is commanded.
We may fafely affirm, that the negroes of Senegal arc the likeliefl: men in all Nigritia

or Negroland. They are generally above middle fized, well fliaped, and well-limbed.

^ ^ There is no fuch thing ever known among them as cripples, or hump-backs, or bandy

V^ legs, unlefs it be by accident. They are Itrong, robuft, and of a proper temperament

for bearing fatigue. Their hair is black, curled, downy, and extremely fine. Their

eyes are large and well cut, with very little beard ; their features agreeable enough, and
their (kin the deepefl: black.

Their ufual drefs confifts in a fmall piece of linen which pafles between their thighs

;

and the two ends, being lifted up and folded, form a fort of drawers, which are tied with

a fillet before ; and thus they cover their nudity. They havelikewife a/)^a«, that is a

piece of calico, made in the form of a large napkin, which they carelefsly throw over

their flioulders, letting one end of it dangle againft their knees.

The women are much about the fame fize and make as the men. Their (kin is fur-

prifingly delicate and foft ; their mouth and lips are fmall ; and their features very

regular. There are fome of them perfe6l beauties *. They have a great (hare of

vivacity, and a vafl; deal of freedom and eafe, which renders them extremely agreeable.

For their clothing they make ufe of two paans, one of which goes round their waift,

hangs down to the knee, and fupplies the place of an under-petticoat ; the other covers

both their flioulders, and fometimes the head. This is a modeft drefs enough for fo hot a

country : but they are generally futisfied with the paan which covers the reins ; and
ihey throw oif the other whenever they find it troublefome. One may eafily judge
that they ai-e not long a drefling or undrefllng, and that their toilette is foon made.

u^= '!ll

• The vaS; nuirbers of children, and children's children, the French, begat by them, and left there,

prove our author is not fiagular in liis opinion.

as
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As the ifland of Senegal is within the dependance of the kingdom of Oualo, the

negroes who Hve there, efpecially thofe who are free, are of that nation. Tiiey are,

generally fpeaking, very goodnatured, fociable, and obliging, 'riiofe whom the com-

pany entertained in my fervice, were Oualoles, as they call themfelves, or by corrup-

tion, Jallofs.

Immediately after my arrival, I employed fome months, not only in ftudying the

manners and character of the inhabitants, but likewife in learning the Oualofe language

which obtained moft generally in that country : for I was fenfible that it would be of

great fervice to me, and even indifpcnfably neceflary in regard to the refearches I pur-

pofed to make. With this view I frequented their company, and was among them as

often as poflible. At length when I looked upon myfelf as fufficiently acquainted with

their ufages and manners, and able to judge how to conduct myfelf in a country which

had long been the object of my moft ardent wiflies, I determined to fet out upon a

ramble.

The quick fands of the ifland of Senegal, their dogs-grafs, mangroves, and bind,

weed, could not long afford fufiicient employment for a naturalift. There was no

way to get further inftruftion, but by crolling the river in order to vifit the continent.

With this view I went over as often as I could in my boat, and feveral days fuccefllvely.

The ifland of Sor is the firll land that offers itfelf on the eafl:ern bank of the river, and

is oppofite to the ifle of Senegal. It is above a league in length, and intcrfeded by

fmall rivers, which are called marigots. The foil is fandy like that of the ifland of

benegal, but of furprifmg fertility. In the middle of the ifland there are feveral hills

of a very gentle al'cent, covered with white and red gum trees*, and others of the fpinous

kind, and of very diflicult accefs.

I landed the firft time on that ifland the loth of May, attended by ray interpreter, and

the two negroes, who had rowed my boat. It is bordered by a very thick wood, where

with a good deal of difficulty I found a path, which is the only pafl"age to tlie inner part

of the ifland. This would be no great harm, if a perfon was not fliopped every moment
by thorns, which are apt to catch his clothes, and tear his legs : for my part I came

off with lofmg a few fcraps of my waiflcoat or fliirt, the only apparel one can bear in

fo fultry a country, and where a fliirt alone is very cumberfome. But my negroes,

with all their agility, oftentimes left fome bits offltin behind them, not to mention the

thorns which ftuck in their feet, mofl: of them going without fandals. Is it not amazing

that the inhabitants of this ifland fliould have traded with thole of Senegal more than

thirty years, and all this while not have given themfelves the trouble to open a convenient

road ! Can there be a Itronger proof of the lazinefs and indolence of the negroes ?

Their high road, the great thoroughfare of this ifland, is a path, which docs not even

merit that name ; fmce a perfon is often obliged to creep on all four in order to get

through it. Notwithn:anding thefe difllculties I forced my way.

My negroes informed me, that there was fome game in this place. I had my gun, and

each of them had theirs. I courfed for fome lime without being difcouraged by the

curvatures I was obliged to make every moment under the thorns. I killed a few par-

tridgcs and harts, which made me amends for my pains. The hares of this country are

not altogether like thofe of France : they are not lo large ; and their colour is fomething

between a hare and a rabbet. Their fleih is white, which gives them a greater refem-

blance to a rabbet j but they do not burrow : they are tender, and extremely well tafted.

The fame cannot be faid of their partridges : they aie fo tough, as to be good for

" A fort of aiOi'ia or Egyptian thorn, on wliich tliey gallier two forts of ^jum, tl.e white and the red,

heretofore known by the name of gum Arabic, am! at prelcnt by that of gura tiiuega.

VOL. XVI. 4 I nothing.
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nothing. I doubt much whether we ought not rather to call them wood-hens, for they

are the fame fize, and much about the fame colour. 1 hey are fufficiently diftinguilhed

from other birds of this kind, by two flrong fpurs to their feet.

Pleafed with my fport, I proceeded as far as the village of Sor, which gives name
to the ifland. Bctore I could get thither, I was obliged to crofs two ynar'igots : thefe

are rivulets with which the whole country is interfeded in fuch a manner, that one

cannot advance above two or three paces, without being obftruded. 1 had contrived

an expedient, when they were not too deep ; which was, to make my negroes carry

me over. On this occafion I made ufe of it : one of them took me upon his flioulders,

and as his clothes did not incommode him greatly, he was quickly up to his breaft in

water ; fo that he wafted me in an inftant, as if he was running a race, over the firft

marigot, which was broader than the Seine at Pont Royal. Thus was I mounted, if I

may be permitted the term : and it is the fafefl method of crofling, becaufe the negroes

are ufed to walkthrough thefe watry plains, as upon land, and they know all the roads
;

and indeed, as I had no other conveyance in crofling a river or a lake of a middling

depth ; I fhall repeat it no more.

Notwithftanding the care I had taken, my (hoes got wet, but were not long a drying.

I had to walk on fands, which it would be incorreft to call by any other epithet than

burning, fince even in the moft moderate weather, they experience there a heat of 60
degrees and upwards as I afterwards found by the obfervations which I fcrupuloufly fol-

lowed with M. de Reaumur's thermometer. A perfon may make an elfay by getting

fuch a heat in his feet, at a time when that of the ambient air is 22 degrees in the

Ihade, as it was then in the ifland of Senegal the loth of May, one of the coldeft win-

ter days in that country : it is eafy then to judge of the extreme fenfibility of an Euro-

pean, tranfplanted from a temperate climate, to the hotteft part of the globe. My
Ihoes grew tough like a horn, then cracked, and fell away to powder : even the feet of

my negroes were chopped. The very refledion ot the heat of the fun peeled the fliin

off my face, and gave me a fmarting, which fometimes lafl:ed five or fix days. Such
were the ordinary effects of the great heat I had to fuffer, when I undertook this ram-

ble over the diflirict of Senegal : efl'efts which increafe in fuch a manner, that the heat

of the place inltead of 22 degrees, mounted to 34 in the Ihade, that is, in the coldefl

air. To thefe inconveniencies I muft add that of the quick fands, which are exceflively

fatiguing, becaufe you fink up to your ancle ; and your ftioes being filled therewith,

become intolerably heavy and troublefome. Then, for the firfl: time, I perceived the

ufe of that thick Ikin, thicker than the breadth of a finger, with which nature has

ftrengthened the foles of the negroes feet, whereby they are fecured againft the hard-

nefs of external bodies, fo as to have no occafion for flioes. Yet I accuftomcd myfelf

by degrees to this kind of fatigue ; for there is nothing but what one may compafs with

a good will ; and this was not wanting.

After thefe viciflltudes of a paflage through thorns, rivers, and burning fands, where

I courfed and herborized all the way, I arrived at length at the village ot Sor. There

I found the governor, whoirt the negroes diflinguiflied by the name of Boroni-dik, that

is, mafler of the village. He was a venerable old man, about fifty, with a grey beard

and hoary locks. "When I call him an old man, of fifty, this is becaufe the negroes of

Senegal are really old at the age of forty-five, and oftentimes fooner : and I remember
to have heard the French inhabitants of Senegal fay feveral times, that according to the

befl; of their obiervation, the negroes of that country feldom lived to be older than fixty,

which agrees exactly with the remarks I endeavoured to afcertain during my Itay at

Senegal. But to return to the mailer of the village of Sor j he was a lufty, well looking

man,
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man, xvhofe phyfiognomy befpoke him a perfon of gentle manners and great good

nature. His name was Baba-Sec: he was fitting on the fand, under the ihade of a

jujube*, planted before his hut, where he was fmoaking and converfmg with a few

friends. As foon as he faw me, he rofe up, prefented his hand to me thrice, then laid

it upon his forehead, and afterwards upon his breafl, afking me each time, in his

language, how I did. I performed the fame ceremony myfelf at the fame time,

becaufe I underltocd that fuch was the manner of faluting in this country. He did not

lake off his cap, for he wore none : as to my part I followed the French cuftom, which

is never to take off our hats to people of his complexion. He ordered a mat to be

fet before me, and I fat down : then he placed himfelf in one of the corners ; and

notwithftanding all I could do, there was no prevailing on him to draw towards the

middle. This is a mark of refpecl they (hew the French, whom they look upon as

great people ; that is, as great lords, and far their fuperiors. Indeed they are not

much in the wrong ; and this kind of fubmiffion ought to be encouraged as much as

poffible -, fo I did not prefs him hard. Two of his wives (for polygamy is eftabliflied

in that country) came immediately after with their children, to pay their compliments

to me, and they brought mc a few bowls full of milk, with eggs and fowls. I drank

fome of the milk, and thanked them for the reft.

It was near their dinner time, and Baba-Sec depended upon my flaying. In the

mean time, my curiofity led me to fee the village. The huts were neither fo large nor

fo neat as thofe I had feen in the ifle of Senegal. In fome, the covering came down

almoft to the ground, and was kept up before the door by a few ftakes, to form a

kind of pent-houfe, which flieltered them from the rays of the fun. In others, the

walls were done over with thick mud, mixed with cow-dung, which ftunk abominably.

The latter had two oppofite entrances, each of which was only an oval made in the

wall, of a foot and half diameter, and two feet from the ground. I had found the

fquare doors of the ifland of Senegal very uneafy ; but thefe were ftill more fo, fince

there was no fuch thing as entering them without doubling my chin to my knees. The

infide was in every refpecl like what I had fcen in Senegal. The ftreets were as irre-

gular as the huts, and very narrow. Notwithftanding the little proportion obferved

by thofe architefls, the villages ftill are very agreeable, becaufe they are planted with

trees, which befides the coolnefs of their fliade, rcfrefh the eye with a perpetual verdure.

The children of both fexes, even fuch as were nine or ten years old, an age at which

the marks of puberty begin to fliew themfelves, were ftark naked. 'I'he girls had for

ornament round their waift a girdle of glafs toys, or, where thofe could not be had, of

a requieii'^\ knuckle-bones, or of cockle-ftiells ftringed like a pair of beads. Some

perhaps will imagine that thofe children, in this ftaie of nakednefs, muft be daflied at

the fight of a ftranger : but far from it
;
you may go up to them, and even play with

them, they will give themfelves no fawcy airs ; and though they are neither Ihanie-

faced nor bafhful, yet there is nothing in their countenance but what is natural and

eafy. No doubt but it will be alfo furprifing to many, that children, who were fcarce

fix months old, ftiould begin to walk by themfelves. It was pleafaiit to fee thofe IJitle

creatures tumbling on the fand before the fun, and creeping on all four like little

monkeys, and to hear them utter inarticulately a few words between their teeth, with

an air of contentment and pleafure. 1 he women had all a balfpaan round their waift,

which fcrvcd them for a petticoat ; but from their waift upwards they were naked,

• Jujuba aculeata, ncrvofis foliis infra frriccis flavirs. Burm.The%. Zeyl. ^. l.^l. 'lul.6l.

•}• A voraciouB filb, of the nature of a lea dog. The young rcquuns arc a dilh Ycry much liked by

the neijroeii. _ .

4 I a Being
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Being generally well made, they have a very good air in this difhabille, efpecially when
a perfon is ufed to their colour : thofe who are not accuftomed to them, mufl; be con-

tent with admiring their (hape, which is extremely fine.

Which way foever I turned tny eyes on this pleafant fpot, I beheld a perfed itftage

of pure nature : an agreeable folitude, bounded on every fide by a charming lanclfcape

;

the rural fituation of cottages in the midft of trees ; the cafe and indolence of the

negroes, reclined under the (hade of their fpreading foliage ; the fimplicity of their

drefs and manners ; the whole revived in my mind, the idea of our fnfl parents, and
I feenied to contemplate the world in its primeval (late.

My mind was agreeably amufed with thefe reveries, when word was brought me,
from the governor of the village, that dinner waited for me. Upon which I turned

back with my negroes, who conduced me through that labyrinth of cottages, where
otherwifc I fliould have been eafily loft. I found the governor juft on the very fpot

where I left him, with his children, and a few friends. They fat crofs-legged on the

fand, round a large wooden bowl full of coufcous ; which is a thick-grained pap, made
of two forts of millet. He made me fit down by him ; then he began to fall to, and
thrufting his hand into the dilh, he took a handful of coufcous, which he rolled about

with his fingers, for want of a fork and fpoon, a conveniency they have not yet learnt.

He invited me afterwards to do the fame. I did not let him prefs me hard, but

followed his example : for I never departed from this principle, that nothing con-

tributes more to gain the confidence and friendfhip of ftrangers among whom you
refide, than to conform to their cuftoms and manner of living ; and I always found

my account in it. The coufcous was judged excellent ; and one of the moll convincing

proofs thereof, was, that the difh was foon emptied. For my pai-t I did not judge fo

favourably of it ; nothing that I can think of is more infipid than this diOi ; and the

manner of eating it is every whit as difagreeable. However, I ufed myfelf to it ; and
found it afterwards very good. This fingle courfe conftituted our whole feaft.

When dinner was over, a young fhe-flave, in her natural habit, prefenfed us all

round a bowl lull of water, out of which each perfon drank ; and then they made ufe

of it to wafli the hand that had performed the office of a fpoon, which is always the

right ; the left being defigned for ufes inconfiftent with cleanlinefs. Thefe pradices,

like polygamy, are a confequence of the precepts of the Mahometan religion, which
they have fo fai' embraced, as its principles are agreeable to their own cuftoms and
eafy manner of living. I was very much furprized, not to fee any of my landlord's

wives eating in company with him, but I was told, that fuch was the cuftom of the

country, and that no woman ever had that honour done her ; becaufe they are pcr-

fuaded, like good Mahometans, that there is no paradife for the female fex. There-

fore they dined after us, and in the fame manner ; that is, without table, plates, table-

cloth, fpoons, knives, forks, or napkins.

In order to make my hoft amends for his good entertainment, I prefented him
\vith a few /)^/to* of iron, and I diftributed fome glafs toys among his wives and

children. He wanted to keep me for a ball which was juft going to begin ; but I

begged him to poftpone it till another time, becaufe it was near fun-fet. We parted

extremely well fatisfied with each other. The guiriotsj, in return for the gcnerolity

with which I had behaved towards them, attended me upwards of two hundred paces,

beating on the drum, to the found of which all the young people danced in cadence,

* The pattt of iron is tlie twelfth part of a bar nine feet long; and ferves for money in this country.

[• This ia the name the negroes give to the muficians and drummers of the country.

exprefling
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cxprening their joy. At length I loft fight of them, and made all the hafte I could

back to the ifland of Senegal.

1 was not a little pleafed with this my firft reception a^^ the lord of Sor's. It convinced
me, that there ought to be confiderable abatements n-.\Je, in the accounts I had read

and heard every where, of the favage charafter of the /Africans ; and I was of opinion,

that this fliould not extend to the natives of Senegal. This gave me great encourage-

ment to go oftener amongft them ; and I was highly delighted to hear a little while

after, that a veflel was to fet out the month following, to buy fome oxen at the

Mufketoe trading-place. An agent belonging to ihe company who was entrufted with

this commiiTion, engaged me to perform the voyage with him. Accordingly wc
embarked the i6th of June, early in ihe morning, upon the river Niger. We
afcended the ftream, and v/hen we came to the point of the ifle of Bifeche, we began
to lofe fight of the illand of Senegal, which is aliout a league diftant from thence. To
the right we had the ifle of Bifeche, and the wood ifland to the left : they were both
bordered with mangroves ; fo that our navigation was as pleafant as if we had been
failing through a large avenue of beautiful trees. The mangroves* have fomething fo

extraordinary in their nature, that I cannot pafs them over in filence. The largeft of
thefe trees are generally no more than fifty feet high ; they grow only in the water,

and on the banks of rivers where the tide goes up twice a-day. They preferve the

verdure of their leaves throughout the year, which may be faid alfo of mofl of the trees

of this country : but what renders them more remarkable, is the long roots, which
iffuing out of their lowefl branches, hang down to the water, and penetrate into the

earth. Then they refemble fo many arcades from five to ten feet high, which fervc

to fupport the body of the tree, and even to advance it daily into the bed of the river.

Thefe arcades are fo clofe, and intertwifted, one with another, that they form a kind
of natural and tranfparent terrace, raifed with fuch folidity over the water, that one
might walk upon them, were it not that the branches are too much encumbered
witli leaves.

Thus we advanced three leagues through mangroves, after which from the fnarigot

of Kiala to that ofTorkhod, within four leagues and a half of the ifland of Senegal,

we law nothing on both banks of the river, but rulhes or weeds from ten to fifteea

feet highf. Torkhod is a village fituate on the left fide of the river Niger, upon 3
hill of red fand, at the foot of which pafllth the 7narigot that bears its name. This

is the only village we could fee the whole way from the ifland of Senegal. The
mangroves had intercepted the profped of the others, which are fcattered about the

low lands overflown by the Niger. The advantageous fituation of Torkhod, the red

colour of the hill, the beauty of the trees, with which it is adorned, and the meadows
which it commands, all together aflbrd a very agreeable prolpeft. The fifliermcn

belonging to the place brought us fome fliell-fifh by the French called machoira7u\, v/ith

eels and other lifli which they had catchcd in their little river. Wc bought about five

dozen, which did not Hand us in three dcniers a piece. PVom whence we continued

our voyage, meeting with a few more mangroves, on the riglit bank ol the river, till

we came within a league of a village called Maka, where thefe trees terminate.

The fame day we arrived before fun-fct at the Muiketoe trading-place ; where was
to be the fale of cattle. This being the firft port wc meet with, in going up the Niger,

* Mangles aqiialica, foliis fubrotuiidis K puiiftatis. P/u(«.j-<7i. pat;. 13.

J-
Gramen daftylon biconic tomeiitofum maximum, fpicis luimfrofinimn. Shan.J.im, vol, I, tab. 15,

\ Nhamdia Bial'ilienribus, bagrc do Kio LiilUanis. Marogr. p. 149.

Myllui cirrhis fcx longiffimis, pinna dorfi Iccunda triangulaii. Cronev, Muf. Ichth. p. 35. n. 84.

the
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the fame is pra£tifed here, as at fea by thofe who pafs the tropic : the French, the

firft time they come this way, are bound to make a prefent to the laptots* ; and there-

fore I gave them the ufual gratuity. The Mufketoe trading-place is only thirteen

leagues to the north i- north-eafl of the ifland of Senegal. This is a fruitful plain ex-

tending on both fides the river as far as the village of Maka, which we left behind

us : the whole trad: of ground, upwards of feven leagues in length, is laid out in

fpacious meadows, where the inhabitants breed a vaft number of cattle. 1. he name of

marigot, of the Mufketoes, is given to a fmall nver, which falls into the Niger, a little

below the trading-place ; becaufe it is full of very high and thick- weeds, which ferve

to harbour a kind of Mufketoes called marhigcins. Sometimes thofe little infefts iffue

forth from thefe inacceflible places, in fuch fvvarms, that they darken the air. It is

very difficult to guard againfl them, becaufe their fting will penetrate through the

compaQeft woollen fluffs ; and the multitudes of them that attack a perfon all at the

fame time, caufe a prodigious pain, and throw the whole body, as it were, into

a ferment. This is one of the greateft inconveniences that all aquatic places are

fubjetl to.

The Moors waited for us, within two hundred paces of the north bank of the river,

where they were encamped. All over the country, nothing was to be feen but

numerous flocks of oxen, wethers, kid, and camels, which ranged about in full liberty.

The day following I went on fhore to view the oxen, which feemed to me very dif-

ferent from thofe of Europe ; for mofl of them were larger and higher legged ; but

they were particularly remarkable for a lump of flefh, which rofe above a foot on the

withers, between the two fhoulders. The rams (which they are not ufed to caftrate)

are alfo of a very peculiar fort. They bear no refemblance to our French rams,

except in their head and tail -, but as to their fize, and hair, they are more like a goat

:

the latter animal has nothing remarkable. The flefh of both is extremely delicate,

but often too perfumed. It feenis that a fleece of wool would have been inconvenient

to fheep in fo hot a country ; and therefore, nature has changed it for thin hair of

moderate length.

As I rambled among thofe numerous flocks, I found myfelf approaching towards

the adouar ; a name they give to a duller of tents, where the Moors are lodged.

Thefe tents are all round in the form of a cone, and made of goats and camels hair,

impenetrable to the rain. They were ranged near to one another, in a circular form,

each fupported by a pole in the middle, and fixed all round with thongs of ox fkin,

faflened to flakes about a foot from the ground. The infide of them was hung with

feveral rows of mats, fecured on one fide by the tents, and on the other by their

moveables : the latter confifl of a few borrachoes containing their cloaths, their

milk, and butter ; in fhort, all their provifions, and a few pieces of calabafhes, which

ferve for utenfils.

While the men looked after their cattle, the women were confined to their tents,

where they employed their time in churning butter, in fpinning, and taking care of

their children and other domeftic concerns. They are of an olive complexion, with

very regular features, and large fparkling eyes ; their hair is long and plaited ; fome
have it hanging down, and others tied up. They feemed to be well made, though

fmall ; and a great deal more referved than the negroe women. The -men are not

much taller than the negroes ; but they differ in their colour, which is red or a red

brown ; in their hair, which is of a middling length, curled, and much thicker ; and

• This ia the name given to the negroes in the fervice of the Eaft India company.

efpecially
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efpecially in their mufcles, which appear more under their fkin : they have alfo a more
meager face, with lefs fle(h, and their fkin is not fo finooth, The drefs both of men
and women, confifts in a long fhirt of black linen, and a paan, with which the women
cover their head and flioulders ; the men fometimes roll it about their bodies like a
waill-band, and fometimes round their heads, in imitation of a turbant. This paan
is not always black and made of cotton ; there are a great many men who wear it of
white wool, and oftentimes edged with red. I fpoke once already of the repafl I

made with the Negioes ; but the Moors are no way inferior to them in frugality.

Their ordinary food is milk, either of camels, cows, goats, or fheep, with millet
;

and very often milk and gum alone is their whole repall, and ferves them for meat
and drink.

Though two months were not yet elapfed fince my coming to Senegal, I never-

thelefs had an opportunity of feeing, and forming lome judgement, at leafl: as much
as was neceifary, for the time prefent, of two nations, the moft diftant in their

cufloms and manner of living, of all thofe that inhabit this part of Africa, namely,
the Moors and the Negroes. In both, I had obferved great humanity and fociablenefs,

which gave me (trong hopes, that I fliould be very fafe among them, and meet with

the fuccefs I defired in my inquiry after the curiofities of their country.

'I'he next day I went a herborizing and courfing over the beautiful fields on the op-

pofite bank of the river. At that time they were covered with a large kind of millet,

called guiar-natt*, or guinea corn : it was now almofl: ripe, and the Negroes had covered

the ears with its own leaves, to ftielter it from the fparrows, which do a great deal of

mifchief in this country. It was no fmall labour to walk acrofs thofe fpacious fields of

millet, the (talks being very large and compact, and full eight feet high. The heat

was quite ftifling, for not the lead breath ot air could be perceived amidft thofe high

plants ; and the fun, at a very little diftance from the zenith, darted his rays almoft

perpendicularly. My Negroes, in order to amufe themfelves in this long vi'alk, and to

quench their third, plucked feveral intire llalks of millet, and fucked the juice, after

ftripping it of its hufk. They gave me fome to tafle, and I found it fo fweet and
plealant, that I quickly followed their example. I do not at all doubt but the ftalks

of millet, prepared in the fame manner as fugar canes, would afford a very proper juice

for making fugar.

At length, after walking half an hour without feeing any thing but plants all round

me, I anived at the foot of a little hill, whereon was built a village, which the Ne-
groes call Depleur. I had viewed it from the bank of the river, where it afforded a

moil delightful profpeft. The foot of this hill was all of pure red fand, and e^ntirely

planted with gardens. At that time there were ^/r(//;wnj, a fort of muflirooms peculiar

to hot countries, and not at all inferior in fize to thofe of cold climates, but greatly fu-

perior in fweetnefs and delicacy of taff e. 'I'lie two fpecies of Indian kctmia f, the green

and the red, grow there extremely well ; they are Ihrubs four or five feet high, and

refemble ours only in ihetafte. The reft of the ground is covered with tobacco and

French beans.

From thefe gardens, I proceeded to the village, without intending to make any flay

there, becaufe it did not appear to me, to differ from thofe 1 had feen already. As it

is not much frequented by the French, by reafon of its diftance from the rwer, the

little children, who had never beheld any white people, were frightened greatly at feeing

me
J
and ran away as faft as they> could, to feek for fhelter between their mothers legs :

• Milium arundinaccum, fubrotundo femiiie forgo nomiuatum. C. B. Pin. 26.

\ Ketmia Intiica, gofTypii folio, aeetofz faporc. Plum, Cat. p. 2.
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at the fame time they gave very loud cries, which did not frighten mc mud), becaufe

I foon difcovered the caufe. Yet I got a little out of the way, to avoid the frighful

noife occafioned by my prefence ; when a woman who faw me gathering fruit hi the

garden, thought to oblige me, by bringing me fome of a fort greatly efteemed in that

country. At the fame time flic conducted me into the middle of the village, where

flood the tree from which flie had plucked them. It was very large, but not high : by
its fupple pendant boughs, and long thorns, I knew it to be the agihalid of Profper

Alpinus *: The Negroes call itfoumpe. As I flopped to view this tree, I was quickly

furrounded by a number of boys and girls, whom curiofity had drawn together. Some
out of refped, and fome out of fear, keep themfelves at a diflance ; others were fami-

liar enough to come near me, and to afli for glafs trinkets ; for thefe, as I obferved be-

fore, are the merchandife and ornament which the Negroes chiefly delight in. Mofl;

of them had never feen a white man fo near ; fome touched my cloaths and my linen ;

others took hold of my hat, and of my hair which I wore in a bag, thinking it im-

poflible it Ihould grow to fuch a length as they faw it about my ears ; others in fliort,

felt the bag itfelf, and aiked me for tobacco, with which they thought it to be filled,

becaufe of its being fo very like a little fquare leather bag, wherein they are accuilomed

to carry tobacco upon their brealls ; but how great was their furprife, upon feeing me
take oil' my bag, when my hair fell down to my waift. The liberty I gave them to

examine both, foon undeceived them, as well in regard to the pretended ufe of the bag,

as to my hair, the length of which they no longer doubted of, when they faw it really

faftened to my head.

This extraordinary and unexpecled fcene, occafioned my making feveral reflexions as

I went from thence. It came into my head, that my colour fo oppofite to the blacknefs

of the Africans, was the firfl; thing that fl:ruck the children : thefe poor little creatures

were then in the fame cafe as our infants, the firfl: time they fee a Negro. I recalled to

mind alfo, that the fecond thing which furpril'ed the refl:, was the length and thicknefs

of my hair, compared to theirs, which looks like very fine curled wool : and in the laft

place, the weight and confliraint of my apparel, which after all, confiflied only of a

very light callico waiftcoat. The reader will no longer be furprifed that fome of them

fiiould afli me for merchandize, and others for tobacco, when he is informed, that

Negroes of every age, fex, and condition, are ufed to afli even the fmallefl: trifles of the

v.hites, when they cannot pilfer them ; it is with good reafon faid, that they are the

mofl: artful beggars, and the mofl. dextrous thieves in the univerfe.

Infl:ead of following the road I had taken acrofs the tirefome fields of millet, to go

to Depleur, I returned by the meadow above them. I faw there only a few gum trees,

a prodip-ious quantity of tamaiiflis like thofe of Narbonne, the ihvuh fcjban\, and a

large fpecies of fenfitive plant, which the Negroes call guerackiao, that is, good morrow^

becaufe, they fay, when you touch it, or draw near to fpeak to it, the plant imme-

diately inclines its leaves to wifli you, as it were, a good morrow, and to fiiew, that

it is fenfible of the polltenefs done it. Among the herbs with which the meadow is

ftruwed, I took notice of the 7?^(«i7|, of arfmart^, chickweed §, and feveral fpecies

of tmllugo ; of a great many forts of grafs, of the coldenia
Ij,

and a fmall i'enlitive plant,

rampant, and not fpinous, infinitely more delicate and fenfible than all the fpecies that

I know.

• Agbalifl. P. Alb. JEgyp. vol. i.p. lo. t Sefban. P yilp. Mgypl. v. s. />. "•

% Julfisa citda, Doribus tetrapctalis octantirii felTilibus. Linn. H. Ztyl. 170.

i[[ Pei-ficaiia madcrafpatsna, longiore folio furfuto. Pluk, Phyto^r. lab. iio.Jig. 7.

§ Alfiae lotoi<Je6 ikula. Bocc. rar. pi. 20. || Coldenia. Z,i«a. .^. ijcv/. 69-
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'
I did not neglecl:, the followino; days, to vifit the neighbouring villages and fields,

where I found great plenty of a kind of (hrub hitherto unknown to botanifts
,
which

the Moors call ^uerzim. I likewife difcovered a confiderable number of other new
plants ; but it would be of no ufe to mention them here.

There are a great many wild boars in thofe parts, but I never could come up with

any of them. I killed feveral of thofe birds, which the French call /^/rg^i? eyes: and,

indeed, they are of a largenels that has no fort of proportion to the head. In the form
of their body, and of their feet, which are fplit mto three toes, they are veiy like a

buftard : they are as large as a hen, and their feathers are of an alh-grey, mixed with

white. Their flefh is tender, and may be eaten. I could not avoid having very good
fport in the meadow, for there is plenty of game : but it was interrupted every

moment by the loud and importunate cries of a kind of bird, which the Negroes call

iieit-uetf, the French frjiialUrs or bawlcrs, becaufe as foon as they fee a man,
they let up a loud fcreaming, and keep flying round him, as if their intent was to warn
the other birds which upon hearing the cry immediately take wing. Thefe birds are the

bane of fportfmen, who are fure to find the place clear of all game foon after their arrival.

In fliort, they put me into a paffion, which coll them very dear ; for, as they always fly

in pairs, I killed feveral brace. There were two forts ; and neither of them hardly ex-

ceeded the bignefs of a pigeon ; but they were high-legged, and had a very long neck.

The colour of one was afh-grey on the back and wings, the reft of their body was al-

together white. The other had their wings and part of the tail black, and their fiioul-

ders were armed with afmall horn oftheTame colour, very long, of the (hape and hard

confiftency of a fpur, which ferved them as an oftenfive and defenfive weapon againft

the other birds.

Wewere now in the eighth day of our voyage, when we finiflied our bufinefs, and
thought of returning to the ifland of Senegal. The Moors, who had repaired to this place

only to fell iheir cattle, having foraged the country all round, were preparing to en-

camp on another fpot, and even to retire towards the mountains, at a great diftance

northward of the river, to avoid the inundations with which the firft rains of the

month of June had lately threatened them. Their tents were already ftruck, and,

they had put them, together with their furniture and utenfils, into facks of leather

neatly drctTed. The whole was loaded on the backs of camels and oxen, which car-

ried their houfes, moveables, wives and children. Such is the life the Moors lead
;

they are never fixed to a fpot : their flocks, in which confifts their whole wealth, oblige

them to change quarters, according as the feafons and the nature of their pafturage

require.

Soon after my return to the ifland of Senegal, an opportunity offered of going to Podor,

a fattory belonging to the company, diftant from this ifland fixty leagues or thereabouts,

on the river Niger. The vefTel was to go and return without flopping
;

yet I went on

board. My Negroes did not want folicitation to follow me ; fo they joined with the

Ihip's company. Wc fet fail the 30th of June, afcending the river nearly Irom weft to

eaft. The winds were fo favourable, that we arrived in three days at Podor. As fo

expeditious a navigation did not allow me time to go on Ihorc, I embraced this oppor-

tunity of taking a plan of the courfe of the river. 1 obferved the diftlrent widths of its

bed, and of the mouths of rivers that empty thcmfelvcs into it, the angle which the

latter form in their difeniboguing, the iflands we found by the way, and their length :

I likewife founded their depth ; in fliort, I negleded nothing that was capable of ren-

dering my obfervations moft accurate. For this purpofeT made ule of thecompais to

mark the changes of diredion in its courfe, meafuring from time to time its velocity

or that of the veflfel : fumetimes 1 added to thefe two methods an eftinute of the great-

voL. XVI. 4 K nefs
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nefs of the diftances, in which I had every conveniency, and met with all the fuccefs

I could wifh. If we except a few fiioals here and there in the bed of the Niger, which
may be ealily avoided when the winds are not quite contrary, one is fure of finding it

navigable throughout. Though it was then at its greateft ebb, yet it was from twenty

to thirty feet and more deep. The fea-water, which flows every common year as high

up as the marigot of the Mufketoes, that is, about fifteen leagues from the mouth of the

river, had reached this year as far as the defert, that is, upwards of thirty leagues.

This is about the diflance where the fait water flops : but the tide is perceived a great

deal higher up ; it reaches as far as Podor, where it is vifible by the rifmg of the frefh

water, which is fubjeft to the fame vicifTitudes of tide, but at lefs equal periods. The
highefl flood which I meafured on the banks of the fea, near the ifland of Senegal, is

but two feet and a half in the great equinoftial tides. It feems therefore that the Niger

from Podor to the fea, that is, in the courfe of fixty leagues, has not an inclination of

above two feet and a half ; fo that there is reafon to beUeve that this entire traft of land,

excepting the fand-hills fcattered here and there, forms a plain exceflively low and flat,

and of fuch a level, that if the fea was to rife every where alike from twenty to thirty

feet, the whole country would be overflowed.

The fort cf Podor is built on the fouth bank of the river Niger, on a fpot heretofore

covered with wood ; but the great quantity which the French have cut down for

upwards of ten years, that they have been fettled there, has removed the foreft

fart'ner back to the diflance of a fmall half league. Here are mofl beautiful tamarilks,

red gum-trees, and feveral other forts of thorny acacias^ the wood of which is extremely

hard, and in the colour and beauty of its veins not unlike thofe which we ufe in

inlaid work. The button-tree, of a very different fpecles from that of America, grows
here very common. The eafe with which this tree receives the tool, and Its fine yellow,

render it preferable to all other forts of wood in joiners' work. It is known among the

Negroes by the name oi khofs. The rich foil of this country is a great encouragement
to gardening. And indeed the French have planted feveral which thrive amazingly,

fuch as orange, citron, lemon, fig, and pomegranate-trees, befides guavas, ananas,

papaws, and four-fops *, and a fpecies of cafhew-nut, which palfeth for one of the beft

fruit-trees that grow in hot countries. The different legumes of Europe thrive here

in great perfection. They have plenty of potatoes which multiply greatly in wet mai'fhy

lands, where they have been once planted. This root ferves them inflead of chefnuts,

which it greatly excels in goodnefs and delicacy of tafte. The acidity of the other

fruits fumiflies them with a juice, more fuited to the inhabitants of a warm climate.

During the few days that I (laid at Podor, the thermometer gave me one degree of

heat more than I had felt on the Ifland of Senegal before my departure : it marked
from thirty to thirty-one degrees. The fifth of July, it was flill at thirty degrees at

feven o'clock in the evening after fun-fet, in the coldefl: expofition of the open air to

the north, declining to the eaft.

The fame day two ofl;riches, which had been bred near two years in the faSory, af-

forded me a fight of fo extraordinary a nature, as to deferve a place in this narrative.

Thefe gigantic birds I had feen only by the way, as I travelled over the burning fands

on the left of the Niger, but now I had a full view of them at my eafe. Though they

were but young, flill they were very near of an equal fize with the largefl:. They were
fo tame, that two little blacks mounted both together on the back of the largefl : no
fooner did he feel their weight, than he began to run as faft as ever he could, till he

carried them feveral times round the village ; and it was ImpofTible to flop him, other-

• Anona maxima, foliis latis fplendentibiis, fruftu rnaumn^ yiridi conoide, tuberculis feu fpinulis

jimocentibus afpero. Sloan. Jam. "vol. 2. tat. HK. . Jj
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wife than by cbftrufllng the pnffage. This fight pleafed me fo well, that I would have

it repeated : and to try their flrength, I made a full-grown Negro mount the fmalleft,

and two others the largeft. This burden did not feem to me at all difproportioned to

their ftrength. At firfl they went a moderate gallop ; when they were heated a little,

they expanded their wings as if it were to catch the wind, and they moved with fuch

fleetnefs, that they feemed to be off the ground. Every body mult fome time or other

have feen a partridge run, confequently mult know there is no man whatever able to

keep up with it ; and it is eafy to imagine, that if this bird had a longer ftep, its fpeed

would be confiderably augmented. The oftrich moves like the partridge, with both

thefe advantages ; and I am fatisfied that thofe 1 am fpeaking of, would have diftanced

the fleetefl race-horfes that were ever bred in England. It is true they would not hold

out fo long as a horfe ; but without all doubt they would be able to perform the race

in lefs time. 1 have frequently beheld this fight, which is capable of giving one an
idea of the prodigious ftrength of an oftrich ; and of fhewing what ufe it might be of,

had we but the method of breaking and managing it as we do a horfe.

I was not fo long in falling down the river to the ifland of Senegal, as I had been in

going up to Podor. The north-eaft winds, and the current of the flreams, which had
been confiderably fwelled by the late rains, proved fo favourable to us, that we feized

the opportunity to make the belt of our way back, without flopping or going afliore.

Yet I did not repent this firfl voyage ; for I learnt thereby the many advantages I

might derive from a fecond, and even from a third. In taking a plan of the river

Niger, I had reckoned nine or ten villages on the north bank, and forty-feven on the

fouth. A river from two to three hundred fathoms broad, the banks planted with

trees of various kinds, and the leaves in perpetual verdure ; the numerous droves of

elephants walking on its borders ; the fea horfes, the crocodiles, with an infinite mul-

titude of other very extraordinary animals, and a far greater number of birds remark-

able for the brightnefs and variety of their colours ; all this together feemed to open an
ample field for new and important obfervations.

At my return to the ifland of Senegal the 15th of July, I perceived the efFcft of the

rains, which had fallen in vafl abundance for fome days. The fwcll of the liver was
fo fudden, that the 19th there was a return of frelh water at its mouth ; where, two
days before, the water was perfectly fait. This term ferves to divide the year into two
feafons, which differ very little from one another. The firfl is, when it does not rain

at all, and when the waters of the Niger are fpoiled by thofe of the fea : this begins'

in December, and ends in June or July. The fecond is, when it is fubjed to rains, and
the river water is frefli. The rains fe'.dom lall more than three months ; they begin at

the end of June, and end in the month of September.

If the word Summer belongs to the hottefl, and that of Winter, to the coldefl wea-

ther, I cannot fee the reafon why all our ancient voyagers give the name of fummer
to the dry feafon under the torrid feafon, and that of winter to the rainy feafon : for it

is certain, and I know it by obfervations performed with the thermometer, during the

fpace of five years, that the greateft heats are generally in the rainy feafon, to which
they have given the name of winter. The French at Senegal, who perceived the error

into which voyagers were fallen, attempted modeflly to correct it, by changing the word
fummer into that of low feafon^ that is, when the waters of the Niger arc low ; and they

have given the name of />/oi6y?r7/oH, to the winter of the ancients, btcaufethe waters of the

Niger are then very high. Without examining into this error, which has been bluidly

embraced by moll of the writers on natural hiftory hi our time, and being diffufed through
their principal works, has long had a confiderable effect on the fludy of natural philo-

sophy, and particularly on meteorological knowledge, a branch at this time fo greatly

4 K 2 cmbi oiled :
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embroiled : I fhall be fatisfied here with obferving, that this miftake requires a feverc

animadverfion. I fliall therefore, with the French inhabiting Senegal, give the name
of low fcafon to that of drought, and high feafon to that of the rains : or fUIl, in order
to conform to the terms received in Europe, and to be underftood by all the world,

1 fliall diftinguifli the former by the name of Summer, and the latter by that of Winter ;•

fo that thefe two fcafons will be at Senegal, pretty much about the fame time as in France^
Thefe two are therefore the only feafons they are fubjeft to ; they know neither fpring nor
autumn. When I make ufe of the word Winter, the reader is not to imagine that they
have any hail, fnow, or ice : thefe are things they are fhrangers to at Senegal ; nor is it

poflible, whatever comparifon you make, to give the natives of the country the lead idea

of them. The w inter in Senegal is only a feafon not fo warm as the reft of the year, though
it is always warmer than our fummers in France, in which we rarely fee any fnow or hail.

To return to the waters of the Niger, which gave occafion to this fliort digreflion

:

they are fait one half of the year towards the ifland of Senegal. As the country is very

low, and has neither rocks, or ftones, but only quickfands, for this very reafon it

has no fprings : they are therefore obliged to dig wells, which indeed do not give them
much trouble, for they find water within three or four, and oftentimes within two feet

depth ; but then it is brackifli, that is, it has a fdtilli tafte, communicated to the funds

by the proximity of the fea.

The 8th of Auguft the fun pafted perpendicularly over our heads ; and our fhadows
were exaftly under our feet. This was the fecond time I beheld this phscnomenon fmce
my arrival at Senegal : the firft time I faw it was on the fourth of May ; and it was to

return eveiy year much about the fame time. The heat it occafioned at its return

from the tropic of cancer towards the equator, was much greater than that which we
felt at its firfi: paffage : for the thermometer marked the nights of the month of May at

2 2 degrees, and the days from 26 to 28 ; whereas the nights of ^iuguft were at 26
degrees, and the days at 32.

The ninth of Auguft, and the following days, I walked about in the neighbourhood
of the ifland of Senegal, and returned to tlie ifland of Sor, of which mention has been
made already. Our European boats appearing to me too heavy and cumberfome, to

make ufe of them every day in pafling that river ; I therefore thought proper to exchange
them for a kind of Negro canoe, which the French call pirogue. Thefe little boats are

made all of one piece of wood, that is, of the trunk of a tree cut into a hollow vefliel,

and very light. They are from ten to thirty feet long, from one to two feet in breadth

and depth, and both ends terminate in a point. Mine was one of the largeft. As foon

as I got into it, my two Negroes placed themfelves at both extremities, one at the prow
and the other at the ftern. For my part 1 put myfelf in the middle, where I had no
other feat but a piece of wood laid acrofs, which was faftened at both ends into the

fides of the pirogue. My Negroes had each a paddle in their hands : thefe are fmall

flat boards, laid acrofs one another, and fixed to the end of a ftick, which they make
ufe of for rowing. The Negro at the prow wjs (landing, and beat the water behind

him with his paddle : the other was feated, and fteered wiili his. As foon as we reached

the oppofite Ihore, they drew the pirogue aground : this is the only way the people of
the country have to fecure thefe little veflels againft the waves, which would foon fill

them with water ; whereas they cannot fo much as wct them, when they are far enough
from the fliore.

I was not long in crofiing over, and immediately I direfted my fteps to the village of

Sor. There I met with a very good reception, according to cuftom; and I defired

they would fliew me the propereft places for courfing. 'I'hat very day I had difmifl'ed my
interprcterj becaufe I had acquired a fufficient fmattering in the language of the country, to

6 be
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be able to underftand all that the Negroes faid to me, and to explain my mind to them.

They carried me to a particular fpot, where I faw a herd of antelopes ; but I laid afuler

all thoughts of fport, as foon as I perceived a tree of a prodigious thici^nefs, which
drew my whole attention. This was a calabafh-trce *, which the Jaloffes call\:f5K/ in

their language. There was nothing extraordinary in its height ; for it was only about

fixty feet : but its trunk was of a prodigious thicknefs. I extended my arms, as wide
as pollibly I could, thirteen times, before I embraced its circumference ; and for greater

exaflnefs, I meafured it afterwards round with packthread, and found" it to be fixty-

five feet : confequently the diameter was near twenty-two. I do not believe that the

like was ever feen in any qther part of the world ; and I am perfuaded, that if our

ancient voyagers had been acquainted with this tree, they would have added fome fur-

priling circumflances to its defcription. It is very extraordinaiT, that this tree fliould

have been entirely forgot by thofe who have given us the hiftory of Senegal ; efpecially

as there is hardly any other fo common in the country. Out of the trunk I have been

defcribing, of twenty-tv.-o feet in diameter, and from eight to twelve feet high, there

iiTued forth feveral branches, fome of which extended themfelves horizontally, fo that

the'ends of them reached the ground : thefe being the largefl, were from forty-five to

fifty-five feet in length. Each of thofe branches would have made one of the largefl

trees in Europe; in fhort, the whole of this calabaflitree feemed to forma forelt of"

itfelf. This was not all : the Negro, my guide, led me to a fecond, which was fixty-

three feet in circumference, that is, one and twenty in diameter : and one of Its roots,

which had been for the moll part laid bare by a neighbouring river, was a hundred and

ten feet in length, without reckoning the part that lay hid under the water, and which

I could not uncover. The fame Negro fhewed me a third, not very far from thence
;

and moreover added, that without going out of the ifland, I might fee a great many
more, not at all inferior to thofe in magnitude. My furprize was then at an end ; and

fatisficd with feeing three, I got ready for the chace.

I was prevented from going farther by an eaiterly wnd, which rofe all of a fudden

with fuch fury, that it feemed as if it would tear up the trees by the root. Thefe gulls

of wind are generally forerunners of rain ; and this brought a thick cloud along with

it, which burft immediately. The village was at fome diilance, fo that there were no

hopes of reaching it time enough. My Negroes feeing there was no place of flicker

for them, threw oil' iheir pamu, and plunged into a little river which pafTed clofe by

the fpot. This is their cuiiom, whenever they are caught in a ftorm, to jump into the

water, rather than run the rilk of being wet by the rain, dreading its bad effects. For

my part, having neither time nor inclination to follow them, I retired under one of

largefl calabafh-trces then in fight, reckoning I Hiould be as fafe there as under the

roof of a houfe. The rain poured down with fuch violence, that it feemed as if heaven

and earth were coming together ; every drop that fell, expanded itfelf a whole hand's

breadth on the ground. I felt nothing of the firft elForts of this Itorm : but a few mi-

nutes after, when the tree came to be well foaked, I was overwhelmed by the water

that gufhcd out of its branches ; and their dill'erent finuations formed fo many beds,

from whence ruflied forth whole torrents, which uniting on the vail furface oi the

trunk, difcharged themfelves from thence like a river. The reader may eafily

imagine, I could have no fine time of it, to flay under this tree ; I therefore got

away from thence as quick as pollible, and flood in the open field, where I did

not fare much better : for I was expofed to the whole violence of the florm,

which hilled a full hour, and at my return to the illand of Senegal, I was informed,

that there fell two inches three lines of water.

• Bahobab. P. Alp. vol. ii. p. 37.

The
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The river Niger being arrived at its highefl increafe, overflowed all the country round

the ifland of Senegal, fo as to render it impaflTable. Being therefore obliged to relin-

quilh ray walks, I faw but one way to employ the long interval of time that the inun-

dation was to lafl ; and this was, to go over to a country not fubjeft to be overflown.

A veflel was ready to fail for Goree, a fmall ifland, diftant about thirty-five fea

leagues, fouth-fouth-eaft from the ifland of Senegal, and very near Cape Verd. I

thought I could do nothing better than to embrace fo favourable an opportunity ;

and therefore I embarked. We put to fea the 27th of Augufl, with the wind to

.

the weftward, and not all favourable ; but a fudden ftorm * burfting upon us one

night, with a terrible eaft wind, drove us with fuch violence, that only putting

right before the wind, without any fail at all, we made more way than we had done

for feven days before. During this tempefl: we faw a light, which the mariners call the

fire of St. Elme: it winded near a minute about the top of the mafl:, and the extremity

of the weather-flag, and then it difperfed. The failors looked upon it as a lucky omen,
which encouraged them to hope that the tempefl was near at an end, and they v/ere

not deceived in their expeftations. The wind fubfided foon after, and the fea was
refl:ored to its former tranquillity.

The fourth of September, by break of day, we found ourfelves off Cape Verd : this

to me was a new fight, who during four months that I had been at Senegal, had feen

no fuch thing as hills, and efpecially of flone. Soon after this, we efpied the Magdalen
iflands, and that morning we cafl: anchor in the bay of Goree. This ifland confifts of

a low narrow piece of land, and a fmall but very fl;eep mountain, the whole the fixth

part of a league in length. Notwithftanding its confined extent, the fituation renders

it a very agreeable place : towards the fouth you enjoy a profpeft, terminated only by
the fea ; northward, you difcover at a diftance Cape Verd, and all the other capes and

neighbouring promontories. Though it is in the torrid zone, yet they breathe a cool

and temperate air almofl; the whole year round : which is owing to the equality of days

and nights, and its being continually refreflied by alternate breezes from the land and

fea. M. de S. Jean, the director of this ifland, has embelli(hed it with feveral fine

buildings : he has likewife fortified it, and is adding every day to the works ; fo that it

is now become impregnable f. By his diligence, feveral frefli fprings have been dif-

covered ; the gardens have been planted with excellent fruit-trees ; legumes have been

made to grow in great plenty ; in fliort, by thefe different advantages, of a fmall barren

ifland, he has made it a fafe and delightful refidence. I had been recommended to him
by M. de la Brue, his brother, direftor-general of the Settlement, and I could not but

in confequence meet with every kind of encouragement.

The rocks with w hich the ifland of Goree is furrounded, produce an infinite number
of fhell and other fifli, which amufed me for fome days ; after which I embarked, the

13th of the fame month, on board a fmall veflel bound to Portudal, in order to trade

for oxen and millet. This port, which the Negroes called Sali, is only nine leagues

fouth of the ifle of Goree. The bar obliged us to anchor within half a league of the

fhore, that we might not be daflied to pieces. A pirogue landed me without any acci-

dent. I found the foil fandy, but of amazing fertility, and all covered with wood.
The greuia

I,
2. fpecies of polygala, ihc r^breup

I,
zndlhedemboulto'inl, formed a kind

of copfe, over which the vwnbins ||, or hog-plum-trees, known by the name ofyo^ in

the language of that country, raife their heads, loaded with fruit. By its leaves, this

• We gi»c this name to all tempeftuous gufts of wind, accompanied with rain, thunder, and lightning }

and we make ufe of the wird ilryjlcrm, to diftinguifh thofe gults that are without rain.

-|- Commodore Kepple has lately dcmonllrated our author's miftake. \ I'recs unknown to Europe.

I Monbin arbor foliis fraxuii, fruiSluluteoracemofo. Plum, gen p. ^1^,

has
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has fomething of the appearance of an adi-tree ; but it 5s foon known by its fruit, which

in fize, fhape and colour, refemble the plums of St. Catherine : they were ripe at

that time ; and I ate fome of them, which had a fliarp, aromatic and very agreeable tafle.

I faw alfo in thofe parts feveral fpinous filk coiton-trees *, known to tht inhabitants

by the name of benten. and many other large trees. The Negroes had cut down a

good deal of this wood to fow fields of fmall millet ; and it was then almoft at its full

maturity.

All this fine country abounded with birds of the greateft beauty. The jay, which I

mentioned already, was there in flocks : the brightnefs of its azure feathers, joined

to the lively yellownefs of the birds called cardinal fparrows, with which all the fields

were covered, had an admirable efleci:. Here was the only kind of fnail i" that ever I

cbferred in the whole country. I found it vei-y frequently in an open meadow, full of

ruflies and fea ambrofia : I faw even many of them alive, at the foot of the neighbour-

ing trees, where they were enjoying the Ihade. It is a thing worthy of obfervation, and

•which doubtlefs will appear furprifing, that in fuch a vafl extent of wooded country^

there fhould be but one fort of fnail, while we meet with fo great a variety in.

temperate climates.

The French have never a faftory at Portudal ; but when they go to trade there, they

land at the Alkcr't, or the governor of the village, who owns a great number of cot-

tages. He appointed one for me, where I took up my quarters. One night when I was

fall afleep, I was wakened by a horrid fhrieking, which threw the whole village into an up-

roar. Immediately I inquired what was the matter ; and was told, that they were bewail-

ing the death of a young woman, who had been bit about four leagues oft" by a ferpent,

and died of the poifon in lefs than two hours ; and that her body had been juft now
removed to her cottage. The firfl: (hriek was made, according to cullom, by one of

the female relations of the deceafed, before her door, which was very near to mine. At

this fignal, all the women in the village came out, and fetting up a moft terrible howl,

they flocked about the place from whence the firfl noife had iflued. One would have

imagined that they were all related to the deceafed, fo greatly did they feem to grieve

and mourn ; and, undoubtedly, this would have been a flirong proof of their concern,

if thofe lamentations had come from the bottom of their hearts : but they were no more

than outward fhow, and merely the effed of national cufl:om. This fliocking noife lafted

fome hours, that is, till break of day : then the relations of the deceafed, coming into

the cottage, took hold of her hand, and aflced her feveral queftions, which were followed

by offers of fervice : but finding that flie made them no anfwer, they withdrew, faying :

Alas ! flie is dead. Her friends did the fame ; afterwards they conveyed her body into

the ground ; and on each fide they put an earthen pot, one full of water, and the other

of coufcous : this without doubt was intended for her nourifliment, in cafe flie fliould

once more take it into her head to eat or to drink. When the burial was over, the cries

and lamentations ceafed. Thus ended the lugubrious ceremony : their thoughts were

now turned towards making an entertainment in honour of the deceafed ; and that fame

evening they had a/c/^ar, or a dance, which they continued for three nights fuccef-

fively ; it was conducted in this manner :

All the young people of the village gathered together in a large area, in the middle

of which they had lighted a great fire. The fpedtators formed a long fquarc, at both

ends of wiiich the dancers were ranged in two oppofite lines, the men on one fide, the

women on the other. There were two tabors to regulate the dance ; and as foon as

* Ceyba viticis folio, candice aculeato. Plum gen.p 42.

\ See the natural hiftor)- oi univalveJhel/f, kind jtli ; the fnail, plate I, fig. i. Kamheul.

5 *^ey
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they had beat a march, the performers began a fong, the bm-den of which was repeated

by all the fpeftators. At the fame time a dancer ftepping forth from each line, ad-

vanced towards the oppofite perfon that pleafed him moft, to the diftance of two or

three feet, and prefently drew back in cadence, till the found of the tabor ferved as a

fignal for them to come clofe, and to ftrike their thighs again ft each other, that is,

man to woman, and woman to man : this done, they drew back once more, and foon

after renewed the fame monkey tricks, diverfifying their movements as often as the

tabor direcled them, till at length they returned to their place. The other performers

did the fame, each in their turn, but without a repetition ; then the two lines drew
near to one another, and acted their part in the fame manner. That thefe geflures are

very immodcft, is obvious ; but the other movements, which are hardly perceived,

unlefsone isufcd to them, muft be much more fo. The Negroes do not dance a ftep,

but every member of their body, every joint, and even the head itfelf, expreffeth a

different motion, always keeping time, lee it be never fo quick. And it is in the exaft

proportioning of this 'infinite number of motions, that the Negroes dexterity in dancing

chiefly confifls : none but thofe that are as fupple as they, can poffibly imitate their

agility. Notwithltanding the violence of this exercife, it laded a good part of the night,

during which they drank off feveral pots of a very ftrong fort of beer made of millet.

They began the fame fcene the two nights following, and the third their entertain-

ments ceafed. An European, on fuch an occafion, would have gone into mourning
for fome months ; while the African feizes this opportunity to rejoice : fuch are the

whimfical cuftoms of different nations ; what produceth joy and pleafure to one, is a

fubjed of grief to another.

I had landed very eafily upon my arrival at Portudal, becaufe the fea was gentle and
calm : but at my return I was much embarraffed how to reach our veffel ; as there

was then a great fwell, and the agitation of the waves upon the bar rendered it very

dangerous and difBcult to get over. We ventured ncverthelefs in a large pirogue, the

agent for the company, a tew paffengers, and myfelf ; who were prepared to empty
the water as faft as it came in, with half calabaflies. The boat was thus laden, when a

wave drove on fhore, and lifted it off, with the affiftance of four Negroes, all good fwim-
mers ; they puffied it forwards with their whole might, and leaped in as faft as the part

where they were to row entered the water. We foon found ourfelves in a very high fea,

when the waves fwelling like a ridge of hills, drove againft the pirogue, and wafhed it

all over. We worked hard, and with great refolution, to empty it again ; and indeed

we had enough upon our hands, while the Negroes rowed with all their might, to avoid

the waves, which came rolling upon them. Now the />// o^w raifed its prow upon the

back of a billow, while its ilern funk deep into the water : now it was fupported as it

were at both ends on the edge of two ditferent waves : now only the middle of it was
fufpended upon a rolling furge, lb that the extremities feemed to be polled in the air.

In this manner, apprehending every moment to be overfet and inevitably loft, we got

over the bar with great good fortune, and went on board the veffel, which carried us

to the Ifle of Goree, where we arrived the 24th of September, about night-fall.

Two days after, I\I. de Saint Jean, intending to favour me with an excurfion to the

Magdalen iflands, diltant a league from Goree, fitted out a veffel on which I embarked
along with him and fome officers of his department. Of thefe two iflands only one is

acceffible ; the other is a naked fteep rock, very high above the furface of the water,

and all white with the ordure, which plungeons, gulls, and other fea-fowls, leave behind
them. The chief Magdalen ifland, though fmall, might be inhabited, if it had but a

harbour ; but it is acceiTible only by a fmall creek, full of rocks, and generally tem-

peftuous. This creek forms a kind of long canal, which terminates in a natural bafon

of
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of an oval figure, hollowed in the rock, twelve feet deep, and twelve fathoms Iong>

with tranfparent water, where one may bathe in fafet)r. The ifland is only one con-

tinued mountain, alnioft round, and like that of Goree : it has aifo two fmall fprings,

which are dried up in the winter. The profpeft from thence is very beautiful and ex-

tenfive, and the air extremely frefli : but it would not be worth while to flay there for

this alone. Its rocks ferve for a receptacle to an infinite number of ring-doves, natural

to that country, and which differ from thofe of Europe only in the fuperior delicacy and
tafte of their flefh.

Having already obferved that the Negroes are negligent and idle to excefs, I fhall

give here another proof of it. M. de Saint Jean had caufed fome potatoes to be planted

m this ifland, in order to engage the neighbouring Negroes, who come hither very

often, to continue and improve the culture of them, by which means they might fell

them afterwards to the company. Accordingly, they came a few days before us, and
carried away all the potatoes, without minding to plant the off-fets again, which we
found lying upon the ground, dried up with the heat of the fun.

The mofl; remarkable plants on this ifland, were the fame as thole which I had obferved

at Goree. Below I faw feveral new fpecies oifpcrmacoce and hclianthemokks, which the

French czWfalade dc matelots, that is, failor's fallet,* becaufe they eat the leaves of it

like purflane, which it refembles in tafte. Higher up, there were corcborits's, or Jew's

mallows*, and a great deal of bindweed with cut leaves. The fummit of the mountain
was covered with variety of fhrubs, fuch as palma Chrifiis, tapia's\^ and flinking caflia,

among which there was great plenty of dracunculus\, as alfo of ornithogahtm witli green

leaves, and a very pretty fpecies of amaranthus ||. There were alfo fome calabafh trees

from five to fix feet diameter : they had all of them European names, with the letters

cut very deep into the bark. We did not chufe to deviate from the cuflom, therefore

each man cut his name. For my j^art, I was fatisfied with repairing two of them,

which were old enough to deferve the trouble : one was dated the fifteenth, and the

other the fixteenth century. The letters were about fix inches long ; but in breadth

they occupied only a very fmall part of the circumference of the trunk ; from whence
I concluded they had not been cut when thofe trees were young. However, thefe in-

fcriptions are fufficient, I think, to determine pretty nearly the age which thefe calabafh

trees may live to ; for, if we fuppofe, that thofe in quefhion were cut in their early

years, and that they grew fix feet in the fpace of two centuries, one may reckon how
many centuries are requifite, for their fhooting up to five and twenty feet, which is

the laft term of their growth.

After fpending three days agreeably in herborizing on the ifland of Magdalen, and
in obferving the beautiful fhells which it produces, we returned to Goree, from whence
I fet fail the 2d of Odober for the ifland of Senegal. Ten days was I detained at fea,

by contrary winds at N. E. which would have made me extremely uneafy, had they

not afforded me an opportunity of making a very important obfervation. The 6th of

the fame month, at half an hour pafl fix in the evening, we were about fifty leagues

from the coafl, when four fwallows came to take their night's lodging in our veffel,

and pitched upon the fhrouds. I catched them all four with great eafc, and found them
to be European fwallows. This lucky incident confirmed me in the fiifpicion I had
formerly entertained, that thofe birds croflcd the fea to get into the torrid zone, a^ foon

* Corchorus five melochia. J. B. 2. 982.

f Tapia arborca triphylla. Plum. gen. pag. 12. In Englifli, The garlic pear-tree.

% Arum polyphyllum tiylanicum, caulc fcabro, viridi diluto, niaculis albicantibus notato. Comm. Hort.
Amjl. vol. I. tab. 52.

II
Amaranthus vcrticiUatus minor, BeBgalcnfis fcrpylli foliis incalis. Plul, phytog, tab- 10. Jig. 3.

VOL. XVI. 41, as
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as the vinter approached : and indeed I have obferved fince, that they are never feea

but at this time of the year at Senegal, along with quails, wagtails, kites and feme
other birds of paflage, which go thither every year, when the cold drives them away
from the temperate countries of Europe. Another fact not lefs worthy of remark is,

that the fwallows do not build their nefts in Senegal as in Europe ; they lie every night,

two and two, or fingle, on the fea-lhore, which they feem to like better than inland

places.

I was likewife amufed in this long paffage with looking at the flying fiflies. It was
then their feafon, and the fea was, in fome meafure, filled with them. In fize they

are equal to a gudgeon or a whiting : they have tv/o fins almoft as long as their whole

body, which ferve them for wings to fly upon the water. The gold fifh and bonitoe

are extremely greedy of the flying fi(h, and at that time were in full purfuit of them ;

fo that every minute you might fee little clouds of the latter rifing above the water, and
endeavouring to avoid their cruel enemies. As they balance themfelves in the air,

merely by the humidity of their wings, their flight was very fliort : a great many of

thofe that had flown above the fliip, fell down again ; and we caught a confiderable

number of them,, without any further trouble. I ate fome, which I found very tender

and well tafled.

I arrived at Senegal the 1 2th of Oftober, when the trees, the fields and the meadows,
felt equally the effects of the frefhnefs of the feafon, occafioned by the rain ; and the

eye was delighted with an agreeable verdure, which had fucceeded a frightful drought.

The rains were over : and as the bed of the Niger began to fall, the voyage to Podor
feemed of courfe more practicable. I could not feize on a better opportunity for my
refearches on the banks of that river ; and therefore I thought of taking a fccond trip

to that place. I knew that as the winds are feldom favourable at this feafon of the year,

our voyage would not be very expeditious. Flattering myfelf therefore, with the hopes

of great fuccefs in the obfervations I was about to make, I embarked the twenty-third

of the fame month. It is common for the veffels that undertake this voyage, to pro-

vide themfelves v/ith wood over againfl the point of the ifle Bifeche, in a place that

has fince retained the name of the Wood-ifland, within a fhort league of Senegal.

Here we flopt at a very agreeable fpot, where the veffel entered with all eafe among
the mangroves, and was fhaded with their verdant foliage. While we were taking in

our wood, I went afliore on the ifland, which by the inundation had been rendered one

continued flough or morafs. On each fide I imelt a delicious fragrancy, the caufe of

which I could not divine, till advancing into the wood, I arrived half- knee deep in

water, at a fpot which I faw all, covered with a kind of mufhroom, different from

the ^Egyptian. It was then in blofibm, and diffufed, as I obferved before, a mofl

pleafing odour.

From this place to the village of Maka, both banks of the Niger are fo covered with

mangroves, that it is impoffible to walk on foot. As we had no wind, the laptots were

obliged to haul the veffel with a rope up to their waift in water, and fometimes deeper.

At firlt we advanced five or fix leagues a day, before we reached the Mufketoe trading-

place, becaufe the river runs almoll north and fouth, till it comes to that place, and

.

the winds were not quite contrary : but from thence to Podor, it changes its direction

from weft to eaftj and with a good deal of difficulty could we proceed three leagues a

day. One time we were retarded by a fhoal ; another time the trees along the banks

hindered the bawling of the veffel, and a good part of the day was fpent in towing it*.

* To tow a veffel, is to draw it by a rope faftened to a tree, or to an anchor, which is let drop into the

vater.

As
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As thefe obfti'u£lions afforded me time and opportunity to reconnoitre the country, I

went on iTiore morning and evening, where I pierced my way through the woods, and
traverfed the moraflls and the fields, herboiizing and courfmg all the way; fo that I

never returned empty handed. In one place, a plant or an infeft, flopped me ; in

another, feme extraordinary quadruped, or fome bird decked wiih the moft Beautiful

feathers ; every object that offered itfcif to my fight, was new to me.
A little above the ^^Il'{keto^ trading-place, I began to fee crocodiles : when I fay I

began to fee them, I mean by hundreds ; for there are fome towards the ifland of
Senegal, Rut this fpot feems to be their general rendezvous, even of the very largefl

:

for I have beheld fome that were from fifteen to eighteen feet long ; and I do not
know that there are any above this fizc. Ihere were upwards of two hundred, which
appeared all at the fame time above water. As the vefl'el paffed that way, they were
frightened, and inmiediately piunged their heads into the river, but role again very
foon to take breath, becaufc they cannot keep more than a few minutes under v.atcr.

When they fwim on the furface, you fee only the upper part of their head, and a
fmall part of the back ; at which time they bear not the leaft refemblance to live crea-

tures ; but one would take them for the trunks of trees floating on the river. In this

attitude, which leaves them the ufe of their eyes, they fee what pail'es on both banks
;

and as foon as they perceive any animal coming to drink, they plunge under water, and
fwim up to it with the greateft expedition ; then feizing it by the leg, they drag it into

the ftream, where it is foon drowned, and then they devour it.

We had not yet advanced five and twenty leagues the 30th October. That morning
I efpied a very beautiful plain to the left of the river Niger, oppofite the village of
Gandor; pleaied with the profped, I went a-fhore, but foon had reafon to repent it.

After having walked about an hour, I found the paffage flopped up by the marigot of
Ouafoul, which was then very confiderable. The river nrdkes an elbow a little above
this fpot. The fliip's company finding the wind favourable, had gained above a league

upon me, and had no thoughts of waiting, not knowing the perplexity I was under;
and yet I was obliged to come up with them. I had taken with me only a Negroe of
Banbara, who bad offered his fervice on the occafion : for it is not to be imagined
what difficulty 1 had to prevail on any of thole, who had once made an excuriion with
me to attend me again : they were but too fenfible of the rifks 1 ran ; and they did not
receive pleafure enough to like a fliare of my toils.

With my Banbara I advanced about half a league through a morafs, formed by an
inundation of the waters of the marigot on thole low lands, from whence 1 extricated

myftlf with difiiculty, wading up to my knees in water, and meeting every minute with
prodigious large ferpents, efpecially of that fpecies whofe bodies are furprizingly thick

in comparifbn to their length. I avoided thofe animals as foon as I efpi'.d them j but
my Negroe heartened me, by alTirming they were not noxious. I ihot one very near
me, that was almolt a foot in diameter, and eight and a half in length. The Negroe
threw it over his flioulder, reckoning to feaft upon it with his comrades.

When 1 had advanced a few fltps towards the bed of the marigot, I entered, though I

had my clothes on, into the water up to my waift ; but I did not care to go further, as I

might have met with fome hole, which would have cmbarraired me greatly. I there-

fore fent my Negroe to found the bottom ; and in the meanwhile I got upon a tree, in

order to avoid the ferpents and the water, which began to fatigue me. After founding
three different places, he was of opinion he could carry me over a particular fpot,

where the water came up only to his noltrils, when he ftood on tip-toe. The fellow

was tall, being fix feet fome inches. 1 mounted upon his fhoulders, with my gun in

4 L 2 my
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my hand, a few birds, and a bundle of plants. He was foon in the water up to his

neck ; and I was not without fome apprehenfion, when I faw myfelf defcend gradually

up to my waift : however, 1 refigned myfelf to his fkilful guidance, or rather to my
own good fortune, and I let him do as he pleafed. He waded through the middle of

the marigot with amazing refolution, without being in the leafl: daunted, though he was

obliged to fwallow three large gulps of water, which for fome time took away his

breath. As foon as I efcaped this danger, I efpied a plant of very extraordinary beauty,

floating on the water : this was a cadelari*, with foft fdver leaves. That moment I

forgot every other objeft, and though my Banbara was fliil up to his chin in water, I

ventured to pluck the charming plant. Thus I efcaped very luckily out of the marigot

of Ouafoul, which at that time was very near a hundred and twenty fathoms broad,

that IS, about twice the breadth of the Seine at Pont Royal ; and 1 overtook the veflel

before noon.

That very evening, doubting whether I fliould be able to find my way on the fide of

the river, where I had run fuch a rifk in the morning, I landed on the oppofite bank,

but was not more fortunate. Every now and then I met with forefts of reeds from ten

to twelve feet high, which tried my patience to the full, when I was obliged to go

through them. There was no fort of path ; and in many places the reeds flood fo

thick, as to deprive me, in a manner, from feeing either fky or land.

The following days I fpent more agreeably ; we arrived in thofe parts, where the

hippopotami or fea horfes, are very common. This is the largefl of all amphibious

animals, and is to be found no where but in the African rivers, in frefh water : and
one thing worthy of obfervation is, that it has been never feen any where elfe but in

this part of the world, to which it feems particularly to belong. It is commonly drawn
in the figure of an ox, which indeed is the animal it refembles moft ; but its legs are

much fhorter, and its head is monilrous large. In regard to its fize, the fea horfe may
take precedency after the elephant and the rhinoceros. Its jaws are armed with four

large tufks, wherewith it loofens the roots of trees, on which it feeds. It cannot abide

long under water, for want of refpiration ; which obliges it to carry its head now and

then above the furface, in the fame manner as the crocodile. It neighs much in the

fame manner as a horfe, but with fuch vehemence, that it may be heard very diflinAly

» quarter of a league off.

In this very neighbourhood, befides the fea horfe there is a fecond fpecies of croco-

dile, not at all inferior to the other in dimenfions. It is diftinguifhed by its colour,

which is black ; and by its jaws, which are a great deal longer than the others : it is

alfo more carnivorous, and is even faid to be greedy after human flefh.

The vefTel fometimes plied on one, and fometimes on the other bank of the river,

which were all along bordered with Ihrubs, commonly of willows, or fefbans, covered

with bind-weeds, or dog's bane, of feveral kinds, which after creeping round their

branches, hung their fprigs, loaded with flowers of various colours. At the foot of

thefe fhrubs waved the perficaria, alfo in flower. Thus I failed along a charming mea-
dow, on which were feeding a multitude of grafs-hoppers, whofe beautiful green,

variegated with the Hveliefl red, had an admirable efled:. Further on, the palmettos

reared their lofty heads above the /emelieni and acacia s, which overfpread the reft of

the ground. In fliort, nothing could be more beautiful than the profpeft with which
my eye was refreflied, the fpace of fifteen leagues and upwards, from the defert to

the village of Bokol. And indeed this would be the moft agreeable river in the world,

* Cadelari. Hort, Mai. part. 10. pag. ij^, tab. /S. \ A fpecies oibauhinia not defcribed.

were
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were it not from the continual apprehenfion from the crocodiles, and fometimes from
the fea horfes with which it abounds.

I'he above-mentioned palmetto is what the Negroes call ronn* , a name which the

French have been pleafed to change into that of randier. Its trunk is very large and
flraight, like a column from fifty to fixty feet high, from the upper end whereof iflues

forth a bundle of leaves, which, in turning off, form a round head : each leaf repre-

fents a fan of five or fix feet in expanfion, fupported by a tail of the fame length. Of
thefe trees fome produce male flowers, which are barren : others, called female, are

loaded with fruit, which fucceed each other uninterruptedly, almofl the whole year

round. They brought me feveral of the bignefs of an ordinary melon, but foraewhat

rounder. They were inveloped in two (kins as tough as leather, and thick as ftrong

parchment ; within-fide the fruit was yeliowilh, and full of filaments, faftened to three

large kernels in the middle. The Negroes are very fond of this fruit : when it is

baked under the afhes, it taftes very much like a quince j it has a pretty ftrong fccnt,

but extremely agreeable.

The Niger willow is different from the European. Ir has the trunk and the weak-
nefs of the ofier ; but its leaves are very fliort, and made round at the ends. The
Negroes give it the name of kelele : of all the trees in the country, it is one of the

moft refpeded ; its younger branches pafs into the hands of the ladies, who make
pick-tooths of them ; and for want of thefe, which leave a little bitternefs in the mouth,
they ufe the branches of forae other fine fcented trees. Thefe different forts of pick-

tooths are ziAtA fokiou.

I faw every day fo great a number of elephants all along the banks of the river, that

the fight was no longer a furprize to me. The fifth of November, as I was walking

in the woods over againft the village of Dagana, I perceived a number of their footfteps

very frefli. I traced them clofe almoft two leagues, and at length I difcovered five of

thole animals, three of which were weltering in their filth like fwine, and the fourth

was ftanding up with its little one, eating the ends of the branches of an acacia, which
it had but jufl broke. By comparing the height of the tree againft which this elephant

ftood, I judged that it was at leaft eleven or twelve feet, from the fole of its foot to-

the buttocks ; its tulks projefted the length of near three feet. Though thofe animals

did not appear to be affefted at feeing me, yet I thought it advifable to retire. Con-
tinuing my journey, I found very ftrong inipreffions of their footfteps, which I mea-
fured, and they were near a foot and a half diameter. Their dung was a good deal

like that of a horfe, and formtd balls feven or eight inches thick.

The next day I had an infinite pleafure in vifiting the beautiful fields on the fide of

Bokol. Firft of all I walked under trees full of green monkeys, whofe gambols were very

diverting. Next I came to a place abounding with game, where I had excellent fport.

From thence 1 entered into a little thicket near a morals, which drew whole flocks of

Guinea-hens. While I was lying in ambufli on this fpot, 1 cipied one of thole enor-

mous wild boars, peculiar to Africa, and of which I do not remember, that any natural

hiltorian has made mention-^ He was coming full drive at me, and would have certainly

overtaken mc if 1 had not warned him, as it were, to dired his fteps another way, by
' the nolle I made in taking aim at him. He was black like our European wild boars, but

a vaft deal larger. He had four great tuiks, the two uppermoft of which were bent into a

femicircle towards the forehead, where they refcmbled the horns worn by other animals.

The nearer 1 drew to Podor, the more I was expofed to danger, bccaufe the banks
of the Niger are more lonefome, efptxially that towards the north. Yet neither tne

dangers I was expofed to from wild beafts, nor the toil of courfing in the woods,

• Carin-pana, Hurt, Malab. vol. \. p.n. tub. 9,

which
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which are rendered Inaccefllble by thorns ; nor the fultry heats of the ead wind, that

obliged me eveiy inftant to have recourfe to the river waters, in order to quench my
violent thirfl ; none of all thefe inconveniences deterred me ; nothing was capable of

cooling my courage. I had an amazing good (late of health ; and this bore me up
in the midfl: cf fo many perils and toils, under which a great many would have funk.

The feventh of November there happened to me an adventure, far more critical and

more terrifying than any 1 had hitherto met with. I ufed alternately to walk on either

bank of the river, but that day I happened to be on the north fide. I walked and

courfed in a defert country, that had never been cultivated, over-run with wood, as

ancient as the country itCelf, and the thicknefs of which, independently of the wild

beafls that luik there, ought naturally to have filled me with horror. In fpite of the

dangers and inconyeniencies infeparable from this kind of {port, my curiofity led me
into the thickefl; parts of the wood, invited by the animals, plants, and birds, of which

there was prodigious plenty. The negroe, whom I had taken with me as a com-

panion, followed me at a great didance. It was now noon-day, and I had fcarcely loaded

my piece, after killing two toucans, when I beheld a tiger at a httle diftance. He had

not as yet efpfed me, for there was a tree between us ; but he walked with a very

flow pace, his head inchning towards the ground. Inflantly I clapped a ball into my
piece, in order to take aim of him behind a tree, and in my left hand 1 held a hanger.

Hearing thefe motions, the tiger turned quickly towards v.-here I was, and darted his

angry eyes at me. Though I was not twelve feet diflant from him, ftill I thought it

imprudent to fire, becaufe I was alone, and fhould have run a very great rilk, if 1 did

not lay him dead upon the fpot. I therefore took the refolution, which feemed to me
the moll prudent on the like occafion : this was Itill to keep full aim at him, with one

knee bent for greater fecurity, and to beat the ground with the other foot without

appearing difmayed, in order to detenuine him to purfue his way. This he did in an

inltant ; and taking fuch a leap, as I never beheld in my life, he freed me from the

uneafinefs into which his difagreeable prefence had thrown me.

That very inftant I quitted the wood, to draAv near the river-fide, where my negroe

did not come to me till an hour after. We waited a long time for the vefl^l without

hearing any tidings of it : we Ukewife went on a little further ; but all to no purpofe.

"We hyd left it above two leagues behind us, and there was no probability of its arrival

before fun-fet. It was four o'clock in the afternoon ; and from fix in the morning

that I had been toiling, I had tafted nothing but water, of which I had drank a great

quantity, to temper the heats I felt from the fcorching rays of the fun. Being now
opprtffed with hunger, as well as my negroe, I determined to dine after the favage

fafhion. All the requifites were at hand. I had killed in my walks more game than

four hungry men could devour at one meal. My negroe was not embarrafl'ed to

road it : lie rubbed two fticks together, which took fire in an inftant ; then he made
a wooden fpit, and garniflied it with a toucan, tvv'o partridges, and two Guinea-hens.

As foon as I had dined, which I may be faid to have done with more frugality and

lefs ceremony than the negroes themfelves ; I thought I could do no greater fervice

to myfelf, and to every Frenchman that (hould happen hereafter to walk in this dan-

gerous neighbourhood, than to fet fire to the w^ood, in the manner praftifed by the

negroes. During the Ipacc ot two hours that I ftaid there, I threw in fuel futHcient

to fprend the conflagration for feveral leagues through this vafl defert, which extends

from the village called Ndoun/wiangas as far as Podor, for a fpace of above twenty

leagues ; it is frequented but very rarely by the Moors, who encamp in fome places,

ivhich they previoufly fet on fire. At feven in the even, the long wiihed-for veffel

arrived ; when I went on board with great fatisfa^tion, by the blaze of the bonfire :

4 eight
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eight days afterwards I heard, that it was ftill burning, and had laid the country open
for feveral leagues.

The eighth we arrived at Lamnai, a fmall ifland, which very juftly mi^ht be called

the ifland of birds : it hes very low, and is not two hundred fathoms in length. The
trees were covered with fucli a prodigious number of cormorants and herons of every

kind, that the laptots, in going up a rivulet, filled a boat, in lefs than half an hour,

as well with the young ones, which they took either with their hands, or knocked
down with flicks ; as with the old ones, of which every fhot brought down feveral dozens.

In this ifland I found a plant, which I had not yet fcen ; it is well known by the

name of thejiratiote of Kgypt, that furprizing plant, which is faid to move on the

waters of the Nile, feeking for nutrition in the fame manner as animals. Surely this

IS a made flory, or perhaps the loofe defcriptions which travellers have given of it, have

been interpreted in a wrong fenfe. TheJ^ratiote of the Niger is the fame as that of

the Nile, of which we have a figure in Profper Alpinus *, and in the garden of Mala-

bar t : and its roots are fo deeply fixed in the earth, that it is with difficulty they can

be plucked up. What has given rife to this error is, that the above-mentioned plant

produces fmall tufts of leaves, at a very great diftance from each other, and fuppoited

by a ftem, which, after floating on the water, lofes itfelf infenfibly in the earth ; much
in the fame manner as t\\t potamogetons, the nymphoides, and even the leaves of the tie-

nufar, or water-lilly.

Being fo near to Podor, which we defcried from afar, over the low lands, I began
the more ardently to wlfli for the happy hour of landing, as the veffel haidly advanced

above three or four leagues a day. At length this hour came the tenth of Novem-
ber ; and the nineteenth day put a period to this tedious and laborious voyage, which

I had performed in the hottefl month of the year. The tlieimometer could not be

expofed with any f;ifety, except in the fliips cabin ; where it marked by twelve at

noon from 40 to 45 degrees. This cabin was fo greatly warmed by the fun, that

even in the night-time it fUli prefervcd from 30 to 32 degrees of heat : it was hkc a

flove, or rather a fiery furnace ; the pitch and tar were melted to fuch a degree, as to

pafs through all the joints of the vefl'cl. In fhort, the heat I endured in this voyage,

was fuch, that I do not think it can po.Tibly be more violent in any other part of the

world : hence I am not at all furprized, that mofl of the French, who are near two months

in performing the voyage of Galam \ in July and Augufl, fijould feldom get there

without being feized with burning fevers. And therefore it is that thofe, whom ex-

perience or a thorough knowledge of the country has rendered more prudent, do not

fail to embark in the month of June, as foon as the waters are high enough. Then
they have a great deal lefs to fufi'er from the intemperatenefs of the rainy feafon, and

of the heats, which increafe daily from the month of June to November ; fo that they

would never be able to bear them, were they to fet out in September or Oftobcr.

Another inconveniency of the voyage to Podor or Galam, in the month of Ottober,

is owing to the mufKCtoes and bees. I have elfewhere mentioned how troublefome the

former are : but the latter are ftill more fo. Every day towards twelve o'clock, I was

fure of being vifited by one, two, and fometimes more fwarms, which made their

entrance into the cabbin, attraded, in all probability, by the penetrating and refinous

fmell of the pitch and tar. Such tormenting vifitors obliged mc to quit the veffelj

and to feek for peace on fliore.

• Hay alem cl miovi, id eft, ftr.iliotes. Profp. Alp. JEgypt. v. 2. p. 51.

•f Kiddu-pail. Hort. Mai vol. \l.p. 32. lab. 63.

X Galam 13 upwards of 700 miles aboVe ihe mouth of the River, and the principal place of trade for gold,

,

flavc3, &c.
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The fame thing happened to me at Podor in November and December. It Is very

likely, that during thofe three months the fwarms quit their old hives to build new
ones : for at that time, you frequently meet with very confiderabie heaps of them.
One day I faw the roof of a houfe, the furface of which was fixteen fquare feet,

covered with a lay or bed, four fingers thick, of bees heaped up in this manner.
This is an evident proof of the prodigious number of thofe infects. They lodge every

where, but more particularly in the trunks of trees made hollow by time. This year

they had three hives at our fettlement at Podor ; one between the fliutters and the

window of the room on the firft floor : the other on the ground floor, in a fmall prefs

full of old iron, a leaf of which was opened every day ; and it flood at the bottom
of a very dark warehoufe : the third was in the ceiling of another warehoufe, juft

behind the door. With difficulty could we drive away thofe infects, even in the night

and with the help of fire : they know how to difliinguifli in the dark thofe who moleft

them, and they fhew their revenge by moft pungent flings.

Thefe bees differ from thofe of Europe only in fize. There is this fingularity in

their honey, that it never acquires a confifl:ency like ours ; but is always liquid and
like a brown fyrup. We may affirm, it is infinitely fuperior, both in delicacy and
tafle, to the befl: honey coIle£led in the fouthern parts of France.

The country about Podor had now a very different face from what it wore at the

time of my firll voyage. Inflead of a dry barren plain, I beheld an agreeable cham-
paign, interfecled with moraflTes, where rice grew naturally without being fown. The
higher grounds were covered with millet : and there alfo the indigo and cotton plants

(difplayed a mofl lovely verdure. Almofl all the aquatic plants of warm climates,

paffed in review before me : I obferved the luater-lilly *, two forts oi pontederia t, the

jujjiaas |, the lemmas and the pongaii §, of the garden of Malabar. I likewife met with

feveral fpecies of ali/ma, bindweed, nenuphar, utriculaire, hotionia ||, adhatoda, befides

a great multitude of cyperufes, or galingales, and other, mofl;ly unknown, plants.

My curiofity was not confined to the adjacent fields ; it extended alfo to the woods
and marigots two leagues all round. There I found many new fpecies of trees and
birds of exquifite beauty. But of all the extraordinary things I obferved, nothing

flruck me more than certain eminencies, which, by their height and regularity, made
me take them at a diflance, for an affemblage of Negroes huts, or a confiderabie vil-

lage : and yet they were only the nefts of certain infers. They are round pyramids,

from eight to ten feet high, upon nearly the fame bafe, with a fniooth furface of rich

clay, exceffively hard and well built. The infide is a labyrinth of little galleries, in-

terwoven one with the other, and anfwering to a fmall opening, which gives ingrefs

and regrefs to the infefts that inhabit it. They are called vag-vagues ; and perhaps

are the fame as thofe which go by the name of wood-lice and white ants in America
and the Eaft Indies. They are fliaped like the common ants ; but their members are

not fo diflind:. Their body, befides being of a dirty white, is alfo much fofter, fuller,

and as it were, of an unftuous nature. Thefe creatures multiply prodigioufly ; and
when they want to make a lodgment, they attack fome dead trunk of a tree, into which
they quickly eat their way.

In my two voyages I had carefully drawn a plan of the river Niger, from its mouth
to Podor : fo that there remained only for me, to know the latitude of this place.

The difference I found between my plan, and that of the ancient and modern charts,

• Nymphsca Indica minor Isvis. Rumph. Herh. Amb. v. 6. p. 167. tal. ~i.fg. 3.

-J- Pontederia floribiis umbellatis. Lin. f. Zeyl. izg. J New fpecies.

§ Pongati. Hort. Mahb. v. 11. p. 47. tjb. 24.

11 Hottonia flore folitario, ex folionira alis proveniente. Burm. Th. Ztyl.pag. is I. tab. §5- /s- ^'

Q made



ADANSON's voyage to SENEGAL, &C. 6j^

maJe me fufpeft th:it the latitude had not been rightly determined ; if it be true that

they worked upon it at all. In order to be certain, I fixed, wirfi thi? requifite pre-

cautions, a gnomon eight feet one inch and a line in height, upon a platform, reduced
to a very exact levt:l. During the month of November and part of December, 1 ob-
forved thereon different points of the fun's fliadovv, which by calculation gave me its

height. Thence I concluded Podor to be 16 degrees 444- minutes north latitude, ac-

cording to the account I tranfmitted at that time to M. Le Monnier, who was pleafed

to communicate it to the academy of fciences *. This obfervation is of fome imponance,
fmce it corrects, an error of above 15 minutes, by which all other maps place Podor
too far north ; and it greatly diminiflies the length of this river, whofe direC'tion has

been alfo wrong laid down by raolf geographers. Thus, befides the advantage I reaped
from my fecond voyage to Podor, in informing myfelf of the natural hilicry of the

country ; it likewife enabled me to verify and correct an effential point of geography,

with regard to the courfe of the Niger, of which we knew but a very fniall part

as yet.

In failing down this river, the winds were as favourable to us as they had been ad-

verfe in afcending. I left Podor the 17th of December, and arrived the 2 id at the

ifland of Senegal ; fo that I was only five days in my return, whereas I had been nine-

teen in going to Podor. As the waters decreafed, they left on the banks of the river

a flime, which the Negroes know how to make the moft of; for they had fown every

part of it with large millet, tobacco, and feveral forts of French beans.

I did not ftay long upon the iiland of Senegal ; for I left it the i ith of January the

enfuing year, to return a fecond time to the ifland of Goree, where I arrived the 15th.

From thence I was to make the voyage of Gambia, with MelT. de la Brue and de
Saint Jean ; one the director of the fettlement of Senegal, the other of the ifle of Goree.

They were going to reftore the French factory of Albreda, fituate upon this river,

within fix or feven leagues of its mouth, and about fifty from the ifle of Goree. Three
veflels fet fail together the loth of February, and entered the river Gambia the 20th.

Its mouth does not begin, properly fpeaking, till you are at the point of the bar

;

though its bed advances a good way into the fea, by means of the land banks or flats

betwixt the Ifland of Birds and Cape St. Mary. The cape is a high land, which you
leave upon your right. From the point of the bar to the factory of Albreda, the river

has a very unequal breadth ; in fome places it is a league over, and a little more ia^

others. Its banks are very high, and bordered on both fides with tall trees, which
plainly fliew the goodnefs of the foil.

We cafl: anchor over againfl: the fadory, and fl:aid a few days in the road, without

going afliore. There we lived very well : the negroes brought us plenty of excellent

fifti, as thornbacks, foles, monflrous large rock fifli and a great many trcc-oyjlcrs \,

which abound in that river. Here they have every thing requifite for their fuflicnance.

The banks of the river being lined with mangroves, they fallen to' the roots thereof:

and the fea water never lofeth its faltnefs in this fpot. What is very extraordinary,

every where elfe, oyfl:ers are loofened from rocks ; here they are gathered upon trees

!

At low water, they are left bare, and feen hanging at their roots. This is what made
fome voyagers, who had feen the like in America, affirm, that they perched upon trees.

The Negroes have not fo much difl^iculty as one would imagine, in gathering them ;

they need only to cut otf the branch, to which the oylters are faftened. A fingie root

• Tins obfervation was printed in the fecond volume of the memoirs prefeiited to <hc Academy by divers

learned men, pag. 605.
[ See the natural hiftory of bivalvoiu (hells. Species I. o^trs, plate l^- fS' '•
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bears fometimes upwards of two hundred ; and if it has feveral branches, it forms a

clufter which one man would find difficult to carry. The fhells of thefe oyfters differ

from thofe of Europe, being longer, narrower and thinner ; but as to the delicacy and
relifh of the meat, connoiiTeurs know no difference.

In this voyage I was witnefs myfelf, for the firft time, to the mifchief done by locufts,

that fcourge, fo dreadful to hot climates. The third day after our arrival we were
flill in the road ; when there fuddenly arofe over our heads, towards eight o'clock in

the morning, a thick cloud, which darkened the air and deprived us of the rays of

the fun. Every body was furprized at fo fudden a change in the fky, which is feldom

overcaft in this feafon : but we foon found that it was owing to a cloud of locufts,

raifed about twenty or thirty fathoms from the ground, and covering an extent of
feveral leagues, upon which it poured a fhower of thofe infers, which fell to devour-

ing while they refted themfclves, and then refuuied their flight. This cloud was brought

by a very flrong eaft wind ; it was all the morning in palling over the adjacent coun-

try ; and we imagined that the fame wind drove the locufts into the fea. They fpread

defolation wherever they came : after devouring the herbage, with the fruiis and leaves

of trees, they attacked even the buds and the very bark : they did not fo much as

fpaFe the reeds, with which the huts were thatched, notwithftanding that thefe were
fo dry : in fhort, they did all the mifchief that can be dreaded from fo voracious an
infeft. I took a great number of them, which are ftill to be feen in my cabinet : they

were intirely brown, of the breadth and length of one's finger, and armed with two
ftrong jaw bones, dented li e a faw. Their wings were much longer than thofe of

any locufts I had ever feen before : and no doubt, but it was owing to the largenefs

of thofe wings, that they could fly with fuch eafe, and poife themfelves in the air.

One would not imagine that fo Ihocking an infetl, as the locuft, fhould ever be

food for man. And yet it is an undoubted fad, that in feveral parts of this country,

the people eat of it : nay they have different ways of drefling this extraordinary di(h.

Some pound them, and boil them with milk ; others only broil them on the coals,

and think them excellent food. There is no difputing of taftes : for my part I fliould

willingly refign whole clouds of locufts to the Negroes of Gambia, for th^ meaneft

of their fifties.

One thing which always furprized me, is the prodigious rapidity, with which the

fap of trees repairs any lofs they may happen to fuftain in that country : and I was
never more afloaifhed, thati when, upon landing four days after that terrible invafion

of locufts, I faw the trees covered with new leaves ; and they did not fcem to rae to

have fuffered much. The herbs bore marks of the devaftation fomewhat longer ; but

a few days were fufficient to repair all the mifchief.

The people inhabiting the country along the Gambia, are Mandingoes or Sofes, to

exprefs myfelf in their way. Their manner of life, and drefs, is not preferable to that

of the other blacks ; but their huts are better built : and perhaps they are obliged for

their tafte of architefture to the Portuguefe, who were formerly fettled in thofe parts.

The walls are made of a fat binding clay, which foon hardens. They are all thatched

with ftraw, which hangs down to another httle wall breaft high ; and this makes a

fmall gallery round the hut, where they are ftieltered from the rays of the fun. The
village having taken fire a little after my arrival, the walls of thofe huts that with-

ftocd it, were partly of a beautiful red, and partly vitrified by the violence of the fire :

at a diftance they feemed to be done over with a very bright enamel.

The hut where 1 lodged was large and commodious, but as dark as a fubterraneaus

cavern, even at noon-day, becaufe it had no other opening but a door pierced at each

9 end.
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end. Here I muft obferve, left I fhould forget it, that a great number of our Euro-
pean fwallows reforted hither every evening, and paffed the night upon the rafters ; for,

as I have elfewhere mentioned, they do not build nefts in this country, but only come
to fpend the winter.

As my view in going up the Gambia was to make experiments in natural hiftory, I

wanted a lightfome place to perform my operations : and the huts throughout the village

were all too dark ; I contrived therefore to make ufe of a tamarind-tree in the middle of
the garden, which belonged to my hut, and was planted with fine orange, citron,

papaws, and other fruit-trees. I made an inclofure of ftraw under its verdant foliage,

which, befiJes aflbrding me a cool retreat, invited the feathered choriflers to warble
out their notes. In fliort, it was a real cabinet of natural philofophy, and I queftion

whether fo rural a one was ever feen before. For my part the memory thereof is ftill

dear to me, becaufe of the knowledge I thereby acquired of ai\ infinite multitude of
new and curious plants, the growth of this country, which is doubtlefs one of the

fineft fpots of all Africa.

The foil is rich and deep, and amazingly fertile : it produces fpontaneoufly and
almoft without cultivation, all the neceflaries of life, as grain, fruits, legumes, and
roots. On the high and fomewhat drier groimds you fee guavas, acajous, two forfs

of papaws with orange and citron trees of exquifite beauty : I meafured fome myfeit

that were above five and twenty feet high, and a foot and a half the diameter of the

trunk. The roots of manioc, igname, and batatee multiply greatly in open places. The
black and moid clays are taken up with forefts of bananas, at the feet of which both

pepper and ginger grow. Every thing matures to perfeftion, and is excellent in its

kind. They likewife make a great deal of date-wine, which is very delicious.

The pepper of this place is not the fame as that of India. It is a round berry about

the bignefs of a hemp-feed, which ripens to a red colour, and has a fweetifh tafte. It

contains a feed of the fhape and bignefs of a grain of cabbage, but very hard, and in

tafte like aromatic pepper, which has an agreeable poignancy. This fruit grows in

fmall bunches on a ftirub three or four feet high, whofe thin i'upple branches are fur-

niftied with oval leaves, pointed at the ends, very greafy, and pretty much like thofe

of the privet or prime print.

Rice is almoft the only grain, fown at Gambia in the lands overflown by the rains

of the high fcafon. The negroes cut all thefe lands with fmall caufeys which with-hold

the waters in fuch a maimer, that their rice is always moiftened. They had got in their

crop long before my arrival ; fo that the rice fields in the month of February were a fort

of drained moraffcs, on which grew a few wild herbs. Every night we law {liining flies

which flew on all fides ; and, wherever they pafTed, they diffufed a light fimilar to that

of twinkling ftars. I walked there feveral times at night fall, and perceived that they

came out of crevices or gaps formed in ihat marfliy foil when dried by the fun, and in

which they had made their nefts. I obfcrved alio, that thofe which had wings, emitted

light as well as thofe which had none; contrary to what we fee in France, where the former

have not this advantage. In fliort, they flew about only for three or four hours at the

moft, after which they returned to their holes. I gathered a great number of them,

which I kept for fome days in fmall phials, where they gave a light fo long as they lived ;

but it grew dim in propornon as the infedl: drew towards its end. This little creature

18 impropedy called a glow-worm or fire-fly ; fincc it is neither a worm nor fly ; but a

fmall beetle, of a brown colour, and its body flat and fcaly, like that of other beetles.

Its wings arc covered with two cafes, alfo fcaly, though very foft. The light with which

it is furniflied, is lodged only in tiie three laft rings of its body j and fome modon muft

be imprcflfed on them, for the light to fliew itfelf outwardly.

4 M 2 Leaving
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Leaving the river, we found a rich foil, of red fand, extremely fine, and uncon-

ceiveably fruitful : this appears by the trees with which it is covered. Here you fee

thickets impenetrable, not becaufc of the thorns, for there are very few ; but by reafoii

the trees ftand fo clofe ; among the reft I met with fome wild vines, not unlike the Eu-

ropean. There you behold a foreft of lofty trees, bending under the weight of the

ciifus's * which would be called ivy in America, from the manner in which they faften

themfelves, afcending and defcending, intertwined with each other, and feeming to

bend downwards and to fubrnit their branches, juft like the tackling of a fliip in regard to

its yards and mads. It was in thefe fine fields I beheld thofe trees of fuch prodigious

dimenfions, viz.. father Plumier's ceyba^s t which, as I have elfewhere obferved, the

negroes of Senegal call bcnien.

The bcnten furpafles all the trees of Senegal in height, as the calabalh-tree furpaflcs

them in thicknefs. There are fome a hundred and ten, and even a hundred and twenty

feet high, the trunk of which is from eight to ten feet at the moft in diameter, and

extremely ereft ; between the root and branches, it is fifty or fixty feet, and oftentimes

more, in length. The chamferings or kind of fmall wings, which fometimes grow the

whole length of the trunk, do not in the leaft diminifli the beauty of its white bark, nor

the boldnefs with which it carries its round fpreading top. It is of this tree the ntgroes

make their /i/ro_g^?/(?j', by hollowing its trunk ; the wood being very fofi, denfe, and ex-

tremely light. Thofe who inhabit the banks of the Gambia being pofTeffed of the largeft

bentens, make likewifq the IdiXgt^ pirogues : .they have fome from forty to fifty feet long,

and from four to five feet in breadth, and fomewhat lefs in depth.

Thcfarobierh another large tree alfo as common as the benten, but of quite a different

ufe, becaufe of the hardnefs and weight of the wood. The negroes are very fond of its

fruit, which is a kind of cod or hulk like that of a French bean, but above a foot in

length, containing a black flat feed, hke large lentils, enveloped in a yellow farinaceous

fubftance. This fruit frequently ferves them inftead of every other fuftenance, efpe-

cially when they travel : it is extremely good, and nouriflung ; and taftes much like

the beft ginger-bread cake.

At the eaft end of the village of Albreda, I faw a wild fig-tree of an extraordinary

fhape and fize. It was not very high ; but its trunk was about ten feet diameter,

and cut with fo many chamferings, that it feemed to be compofed of feveral trees,

whole trunks joined to each other, moft of them fpreading chiefly more towards the

roots, where they formed a kind of buttrefs. This trunk was not above fifteen feet

high, but it was divided into feveral large branches, well covered with leaves, which

made it very agreeable, as it afforded a ntoft refrelhing fliade. The inhabitants had

pitched upon this fpot to build a calde, that is, a public hall. This confifted of a floor

raifed two or three feet above the earth, and compofed of feveral forked ihoots planted

near to one another, over which crofs flioots were laid. The whole was covered with

hurdles put clofe together, and fome mats over them. This was the place where

theu- aifemblies were held : here the lazy and the indolent met to fmoke and converfe
;

here the newfmongers fat loitering ; in a word, here they tranfacted all the affairs and

concerns of the village.

It is not at all furprifing that in a moift country there fhould be plenty of frogs : but

furely I had great reafon to be furprifed, not having met as yet with any in all my ex-

curfions. From Podor to Gambia, which, including the ifle of Senegal, and that of

• Cereo affinis fcandcns planta aphylla ; caule rotundo, articulato, glabro, fuccuknto, faturate, viridi.

Shan. Jam. vol. v. tah. iZi,. Jig. 3^4.
Ceyba vijicis folio caudice glabro. Plum. Gen.fJg. 42.

Goree,
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Goree, with Portudal, and feveral other places where I had been, contains a fpace of
a hundred and fifty leagues, and a country that I was well aqquaiiited with, I had as

yet feen none but toads. It was in a well, which had been dug at the well end of the
village of Albreda, that I difcovered the firfl frogs : and thefe could not get away from
thence, the borders being raifed fix feet, and cut vertically. I faw none except in this

well, which contained fuch a prodigious multitude of them, that, when thev rofe above
the water, they abfolutely hid the whole furface of ft, covering one another over again,

nearly in the fame manner as tiles are laid on the tops of houfes. Their bodies were
fmaller, but more compaft than thofc of our European frogs; their colour was green,

agreeably variegated with black fpots ; fo that I looked upon them as a very particular

fpecies.

Botany, and every other branch of natural hiflory, had greatly improved under my
care in this fruitful country ; and I fliould have confiderably added to my (lore of obfer-

vations, if I had been permitted to continue there for any time : but the circumftances,
and difficulties attending a new fettlemen:, prevented my tarrying any longer. I there-

fore fet out on the 1 2th of March upon my return to Goree, along with the diredors
of that ifland, and of Senegal, who had taken care that I fliould want for nothing while
I was at Gambia.

Our pafTige was tedious, fo that we had full leifure to take a very near view of two
whales, which we had feen already in our firfl voyage. They followed us a great deal

longer in this, and we had the pleafure of feeing the fports and majeftic movements of
thofe monflrous animals, which amufed us with their company, only when they did

not come too near our vefTel. I reckoned their length to have been about a hundred
and fifty-five or fixty feet : the part of their back which they held always above water,

was twelve feet long, and from four to five broad, without reckoning the head, which
it raifed ibmetimes for refpiration, but made no more noife than a horfe, that puffs and
blows when he is drinking. They did not throw water out of their noflrils, after the

manner of all blowing whales, which are alfo very common in the tropic fea^ : in fhort

I faw no appearance of fins on their back. No doubt but a vertebre of fourteen inches

diameter and eight high, which I had occafion to fee afterwards on the fea ihore, with

fume ribs upwards often feet in length, mufl have formerly belonged to this fpecies of
whale. Some perhaps will be furprized that I fliould take notice of thefe animals, when
I have nothing more particular to fay about them : yet as they are to be found in lati-

tudes where the negroes are neither defirous nor accuflomcd to fifli for them; and as

there is no probability that there ever will be any feen nearer, or more conveniently than

thefe were beheld by me ; I thought it my duty to communicate the prefent remarks,

in order to flicw how large the wliales of the torrid zone are, luppofing them to be a

diflinft fort from thofe of the northern climates.

By day we were diverted with the whales, and by night with the luflrc of the fea.

As foon as the fun dipped beneath the horizon, and night overfpread the earth with

darknefs, the fea lent us its friendly light. While the prow of our veffcl ploughed the

foaming furce>;, it feemed to fet them all on fire : thus we failed in a luminous inclo-

fure, which furrounded us like a large circle of rays, from whence darted in the wake
of the fliip a long ftrcam of light, which followed us to the ifle of Goree, where we
landed the twenty-third of the fame month.

Inftead of returning direclly to the iiland of Senegal, I refolved fo flay at Goree, in

order to complete the obfervations on plants, and particularly on fliells and other fea

bodies, which had efcaped me in my two former voyages. It was then the fi(h feafon,

at leaft, for filii of a niudcralc lizc. The fea feemed to be full of the latter : when they

happened.
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happened to be purfued by the large ones, you might fee them in /holes approaching

towards land ; and ofteratimes they ran afhore. Some of thofe fliolcs were fifty fathoms

fquara, and the fifhes crowded together in fuch a manner, as to roll upon one another

without being able to fwim. As foon as the negroes perceive them coming towards

land, they jump into the water, with a bafket in one hand to catch the fifh, and fwim
with the other. It is curious to behold them in ihis uneafy attitude, penetrating through

the finny fwarm ; they need only to plunge and to lift up their balkets, and they are

fure to return loaded with fifh.

I was prefent at a very extraordinary capture of fifh made the fame month, on the

coafl of Ben, within a league of the ifland of Goree, by the company belonging to one

of the French Eafl-India fhips, which had anchored in the road. They had only a nee

of about fixty fathoms, which they threw at a venture into the fea ; for they were not

fo lucky as to efpy any of thofe (holes of fifhes : yet they had fuch furprifing fuccefs,

that the (hore was covered, the whole length of the net, with the fifh they caught,

though the net was in a bad condition. I reckoned part of them, and judged, that they

might in aH be upwards of fix thoufand, the leafl of them as large as a fine carp. There

you might fee pilchards, rock-fifh, mullets or gull-fifh of different forts ; molebats,

with other fifhes very little known. The negroes of the neighbouring village took each

their load, and the fhip's crew filled their boat till it was ready to fink, leaving the refl

on the fea fliore. In any other country, fuch a capture of fifh would, without all doubt,

pafs for a miracle.

I have already obferved that, in the ifland of Goree, there is a low land called

Savana. There I lodged in a hut of ftraw, built in a negroe manner : it was new when
I went into it ; but in lefs than a month you might fee through it, I inquired into the

caufe of this; which I found to be as follows. The earth hereabouts was all filled with

a fpecies of white ant, called vag-vague, different from that which I have elfewhere

defcribed. This, here, inftead ofraifing pyramids, continues buried under ground,

and neverjnakes itfelf known but by fmall cylindrical galleries, of the thicknefs of a

goofe quill, which it ereds againfl the feveral bodies it defigns to attack. Thefe

galleries are formed of earth with infinite delicacy of workmanfhip. The vag-vagues

make ufe of them, as of covert-ways, to work without being feen : and whatever they

faflen themfelves to, whether it be leather, cloth, linen, books or wood, it is furely

gnawed and confumed. I fhould have thought myfelf pretty well off, had they only

attacked the reeds of my hut ; but they pierced through a trunk which flood on treflles

a foot above the ground, and gnawed mofl of my books. Even my bed was not fpared,

and though I took care every evening to beat down the galleries, yet they were frequently

erefted again,^ in the "middle of the night, up to my bollter ; and the vag-vagues got

into the bed, where, after cutting the linen and mattrefs, they came to my flefh and

bit me mofl cruelly. I fhall be excufed from mentioning the fwellings and acute pains

which followed. Their fize is hardly bigger than that of our large European ants

;

yet they are of fuch a conflitution, that neither ftefh nor fait water, nor vinegar, nor any

other flrong liquors, with which I often covered the floor ofmy chamber, were able to

deflroy them ; fo that every method I took to extirpate the breed proved ineffe6lual.

The infinite havock which thefe infedsmake, has fet people upon thinking of different

contrivances to exterminate them. Among others, Arfenic has been propofed as an

infallible remedy ; but it would not be prudent to advife and much lefs to praclife it.

If fire was not apt to caufe greater mifchief than that ariling from the vag-vagues, it

would be a cheaper and more efFeftual remedy ; for we feldom fee thofe infeds in places

that have undergone this operation.

Though

I
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Though I fufFered greatly from the hoftilities of the vag-vagues, yet I muft confefs, they

contributed to a confiderable number of obfervations ; and were the caufe of a frequent

repetition of experiments, which perhaps I (hould otherwife have performed but very
feldom. My room was full of pails of fea water, where I conftantly kept live fifli,

which in the night time emitted a light, not unlike that of phofphnrus. The mugs full

of fliells, and even the iilh that lay dead on the table, gave the fame light. All thefe

illuminations put together, and rcilected upon different parts of the room, made it

appear as if it was on fire ; and I muft own, that I w-as of that opinion the firft time I

faw this Ibange pha;nomenon : for it made the impreffion on me, which it ii, natural

for every man to feel in the like cafe. The vag-vagues, by awaking me fuddenly out
of my flcep, renewed my fright, much oftener than 1 could have wiflied in the beo-innino-,

but my apprehenfion gradually ceafed, by feeing the thing often repeated ; till I at

length received a pleafure from this extraordinary fight. What was moft engaging,
each fifh (hewed itfclf plainly to the eye, by the light emitted from its body-; and the
fame efled was produced by the fhclls and other fea bodies which I had with me ; even
the pails themfelves looked like a burning furface. This was not all : every dav the
fight was new, becaufe 1 had new fifhes and new fliells to obferve : now it was a pilchard,

now a molebat : one time a purple fifli, another time a periwinkle : onetime a polypus,.

a crab, or a ftar-fifli, that (hewed its luminous rays in the dark : in (hort, I perfeftly

diftinguiflied the (hape of all thofe different fiOies, by rays of light, which darted from
every part of their bodies ; and, as I could place them in a thoufand different pontions,

1 had it in my power to give an infinite variety to this beautiful illumination.

When the vug-vagucs obliged me to quit this glittering manfion. and to look for

relief abroad, the angry ocean prefented me with the fame pha;;nomenon in great. The
foaming billows feemed to metamorphofe themfelves into mountains of fire, and ex-
hibited to my view a moft amazing fpetlacle, more capable of exciting admiration than
fear, even in the minds of perfons expofed to their tury.

Notwithftanding the fea about the ifland of Goree was moft violently agitated at

this time, in confcquence of the vernal equinox, yet I croffed it very often in a fmall

boat, in going over to the continent. One .lay I was bound for Cape Bernard. I had
like to have loft my life. '1 his cape is not above the third part of a league from
Goree; and this wa.s tl^e firft time I thought of landuig there. At a diftance it feemed
to me, as if it formed a creek, fomewhat like a fmall havtn ; and I made no doubt,
but 1 fliould be able to get on fliore with all eafe : but the nearer I drew*, the more
difficult I found it ; for the furf ran fo high, that I could fee no fafe place to land.

During this uncertainty, the waves were driving us towards Ihore ; when all of a
fudden I faw myfelf environed by a huge furge, which threw the boat upon a rock
where it overfet ! Luckily I did not lofe my prefcnce of mind, notwithllanding this

dtfafter; and, as the boat overfet, it ftuck to the rock, where it was fupported like

an arch, under which my two negroes made their efcape. I did not wait for another
wave to come and fet it right again, and perhaps to overwhelm me, which would
have inevitably happened : but 1 made ufe of my legs, to get to the furthtr end of
the beach, where I walked in the fun to dry myfelf", ^id that was all the harm
I fuffered.

Hitherto no difficulty had been able to ftop me in my career
; yet this accident,

together with the fea-ficknefs with which I was always alllided, occalioneJ me to

make very ferious rcfledions, on the rilks I underwent, in crofting every day from
Goree to the continent, on board fo fmall a vcffcl. M. de Saint Jean, dircdor of the

jfiand, having the greatell regard for me, and even more than 1 had lor myfelf, was

defirous
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defirous to prevent the trouble and danger to which I expofed myfelf dally : for which
reafon he propofed to the mafter of Ben, a fmall village on the continent, within a

league north of Goree, to entertain me at his houfe, and to procure me all necelTary

fate-guards in walking over his lands, or in any other excurfion I fliould chufe to make.
'Jhis negrce lord, having a very high afieftion for the French nation, was overjoyed

at the opportunity of entertaining a native of that country for fome months. The
24th of April, upon arriving at the village, I found a very convenient hut, which he
had lately built for his own ufe. It was furrounded by feveral courts and gardens,

where he had likewife got a fmall but light clofet for me, in fuch a fituation as I had
defired on account of my obfervations. Nothing could be more conducive to my
purpofe, than the advantageous fituation of the village. On the one fide, the fea fur-

niflied me with every thing I could wifli in regard to fifhes and Ihells ; and on the

other I had plains, a conflderable foreft, and, two leagues further, the mountains of

Cape Verd. Here I had an ample field for my curiofity, as well concerning plants,

as every fpecies of animals.

This is quite a fandy country like the neighbdurhood of Senegal ; but it forms

a more rifing ground. Befides the fame plants, it produces a great number of others

particular to itielf ; and a vaft many acacia; and calabafh trees. Going from Ben to

Cape Verd, I met upon the road, about half way, with two of the latter flill larger

than thofe I had admired in the neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal. I meafured

their trunks with a packthread, and found the one to be feventy-four feet, and the

other feventy-feven in circumference, that is, upwards of five and twenty feet diameter.

Thefe were the thickell I ever faw of the kind : and as Africa may boafl: of pro-

ducing the largefl: of animals, viz. the oflrich and the elephant ; fo it may be faid, not

to degenerate with regard to vegetables, fince it gives birth to calabalh trees, which

are immenfely larger than any other tree now exifting, at leafl: that we know ofj

and probably the largefl; on the terreflirial globe. ,

I faw on the branches of thofe trees lome birds nefl:s, fo vaflly capacious as to

furprize me as much as the trees themfelves ! They were at leafl: three feet long,

and refembled oval bafkets, open below, and confufedly interwoven with very large

twigs. I had not the pleafure of feeing the birds that built them ; but the people of the

village alTured me, they had pretty much the figure of that kind of eagle which they

call niann. To judge of the fize of thofe birds by their nefts, they cannot be much
inferior to an oftrich.

The double mountain of Cape Verd was the only land-mark I had, to fl:eer my courfe

through this vafi plain; for the fands were toiled fo impetuoufly from one place to another

By the winds, that it was impoflible to diflinguifli any path or trace whatever : and
even the eminences, which I met now and then, ferved only to bewilder me and my
negroes, by being fo uniform. The only verdure they had upon them, was fome

fhrubs known in India by the name of bois de renetle*. Sometimes I walked through

fpacious field--, naturally fown with a kind of herb bafil, peculiar to the country.

But what fecmed worthy of obfervation to me, was, wherever it grew, it was very

thick ; and that very rarely any other plants whatever could be feen there, not even

on thofe fpots that were thinncft fown ; as if the proximity thereof was hurtful to them.

This herb bafil is ligneous and lively : it forms a flirub two feet high, whofe

flem and leaves are of a reddifh green, and difFufe a citron fragrancy, extremely

pleafing. The fands, though tofl: to and fro every inftant, produced a great

• Dodonaea. Linn. hort. Cliff". 1/^%. Staphylodendrum foliis lauri anguftis. Plum. cat. pag. i2.
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many other plants, and efpecially dog-grafs, with which nearly their whole furface

was covered.

My mofl: ufual walk was in the forefl of Krampfane, which I likewife called the forefl

of palmetto trees, becaufe indeed there is hardly any other to be feen in that neigh-

bourhood. It begins within half a league of the village of Ben, and extends two
leagues north-eail, making a femicircle, and pafling within a quarter of a league of a

ruinous village, called Mabao, fituate on the fea-fliore within a league and a half of

Ben. Its breadth is, throughout, nearly a quarter of a league. The foil is low,

and in fome places hollow like a canal, and feems to have been, heretofore either a

bafon overflown by the ocean, or at lead a falt-pan, which in dr)'ing up retained a

black flimy fand, from whence the rain waters imbibe a faline tafle, that prevents their

being drinkable. I would even venture to afhrm that this canal was formerly a

branch of the marigot of Kann, whofe communication has, without all manner of

doubt, been interrupted by a fand-bank, which the winds have thrown up near

its mouth.

From the fide towards Ben, as far as two-thirds of its extent in length, this forefl

confiflis entirely of date-trees, at the entrance of which there are fmall groves of oily-

palms : in the other part you fee only the latter fort. The date-tree of this country is

wild, and grows without any culture. The Serera negroes of the kingdom of Kaior,

which includes Cape Verd, call it Kionkomm ; and the natives of the country of Oualo,
towards the ifland of Senegal, give it the name of Sor-for. It fcldom rifes higher than
from twenty to thirty feet : its trunk is round and upright, of a dun colour, and fix

inches at the moll in diameter. From the top of it there iffucs forth a duller of leaves

from eight to nine feet in length, which extend all round like a parafol, and bend a
little towards the earth. The bottom part produces an infinite number of ftalks like

that of the middle ; but they feldom flioot i'o high as four or five feet. Thefe ftalks

fpread the tree very confiderably, fo that, wherever it naturally grows in forefts, you
fmd it difficult to open a pafTage through its prickly leaves. The fruit thereof is

fliorter than that of the other fort of date-tree ; but the pulp is much thicker. It has

a fugary and agreeable tafte, infinitely fuperior to the very beft dates of the Levant

;

perhaps becaufe it ripens better on the tree.

The oily palm* is of all others that which flioots to the greateft height. Here are

fome from fixty to eighty feet in the ftalk, without any branches. The trunk is

outwardly black, equally large through the whole length of it, and from one to two
feet in diameter. Its head is loaded with leaves pretty much like the date-tree. It

bears a round fruit the fize of a fmall nut, and covered with a yellow pulp ofwhich they

make the palm oil. The negroes call it iir.

It is from thefe two trees they extrad: the palm wine, which is cxa£lly the colour

of whey. There are feveral methods of extrafting it : the firll pratlifed by the negroes,

and which I have often followed, after their example, in regard to the date-tree of the

fored of Krampfane, is this : They cut a ftalk a few inches under the crown, and
leave only fome leaves Handing : then they lay the leaves above the incifion, and
faiton them with a peg to the tree. 'J"hc extremity of thofe leaves is folded afterwards

itito a calabalh, or into a Anall earthen pot, narrow-mouthed, and fufpended lb as not

to quit the leaves, or to fall. By this method the lap which iflues from the ftalk,

diftil.s along the leaves, and is collctlid together in the earthen pot.

The fecond method nf extracting the palm wine confilts in making a round
hole under the head of the tree, initcad of cutting it ; and in introducing into this

* Palma ahiflima, non fpiiiofa, fru£lu pruuiformi minore, racemofo, fparfo, Sloan Jam, yoI. ii. tab. ai^.
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hole a few folded leaves, which ferve as a gutter or paflage to convey the liquor into

the pot or veiTel faftened to it.

Thefe two methods are eafy to pradife in regard to the date-tree, as they only make
an incifion in the ftalk, which is not above five feet high. But when they are obliged

to extracb the wine from a very tall tree, as from the oily palm, there is a great deal

more difficulty in the operation. The negroes have an admirable way of doing it.

They take a girth of the bark of bauh'inia^ or of the leaves of a palmetto tree, dried

in the fun, beaten and twilled, the breadth of thrice the thicknefs of one's finger. At
one end they make an oilet-hole, into which they put a little ftick faftened acrofs the

other end, to ferve as a button. This girth muft be neither too pliant nor too ftiff, but

fliould have a i'ufficient elafticity to hinder it from giving way too much. It makes a

fort of circle of two feet and a half diameter ; and, when ftretched by the man's body
and the tree, it becomes an oval, leaving the diftance of a foot and half between both.

With this girth, they tie themfelves as it were to the oily palm, and climb up at firft

with their feet, then working v.ith their hands and knees, till the part of the girth

faftened to the tree becomes lower than that which fupports their reins and thighs,

and ferves them as a feat to reft upon : then they draw near the tree, in order to raife

the oppofite end, which is foon after brought down below the part that fuftains their

reins, which have been raifed by working with the feet and knees. The girth cannot

flip, becaufe it is always very tight between the man and the trunk, and the latter

is moreover very rouglv^ In this manner they foon get to the top : there they fit on
their girth, and, enjoying the liberty of their arms, they firft cut the bottom of thofe

fruits which they think are ripe ; then faftening them to calabalhes, they fill thefe with

wine, and let them down by a cord : for they never forget, in going up, to carry

with them a bandolier, containing every thing requifite for this kind of vi^ork ; fuch as

a cord, a knife, and empty calabalhes, to fupply the place of thofe v/hich they have

filled with liquor. When they want to come down, they go a contrary way to work,

to what they did in climbing up ; that is, they lower the girth from time to time

inftead of raifing it. Their quicknefs and refolution in this toilfome talk, fliew plainly

how fupple and dextrous they muft be : for it is never mentioned that any accident

has happened them ; and they have nothing to fear but the breaking of the girth.

This kind of vintage muft coft the negroes very little trouble, fince their wine is

fo cheap, that you have above forty pints upon the fpot for ten fous, and veiy often

for half that price. It is not all made at the fame time, according to the cuftom of

making wine of ihe juice of the grape in temperate countries. The trees furnifn daily

but a linall quantity of this liquor ; and they are obliged to confume it diredly, becaufe

it foon grows four. The negroes do not drink it till twenty-tour hours after it is

drawn, that is, till it has fermented enough to ftimulate the palate agreeably. It is

drinkable till the third day, but then it grows heady, and there is danger in being

intoxicated with it. After that time it turns into bad vinegar, which foon contratls

an abominable fmell. For my part, and it will be ever the fame with fuch as defire

rather delicacy than ftrength in wine, I always obferved that it is delicious when new

;

and the newer the better : I have drunk of it a hundred times out of the calabalhes

faftened to the trees, and I never found it better than immediately after ^t is firft

extraQed : then ft has every good quality ; which cannot be expetled twelve hours

after. It has as fvveet a tafte as is requifite, heightened oftentimes with a light tartnefs,

extremely grateful to the palate. In Ihort, the only fault we can reproach this liquor

with, is that it will not keep for exportation to our part of the world, where it would

be much more eftecmed than in its native foil. I muft own nolwithftanding that, as

pleafing
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pleafing as this wine may be, yet it has not the good qualities of the juice of the

grape. In what condition foever it may be when you drink it, fweet or four, there

is always a corrofive quality in it ; at leaft I have realbn to pafs this judgment upon it,

after having made it my only diink during the fifteen days that I (laid at Ben. For,

fo long as it continues fweet, it is not dangerous, whatever quantity you drink of it

:

and perhaps I was more aiFtded with its corrofive quality, becaufe I had not been
ufed to any fort of wine.

Among the prodigious multitude of palmettos with which the forefl: of Krampfane
abounded, I fiw a great many fcarce trees and plains . There were two fpecies of

taberntzmontana, which I diftinguifhed by the heauty of their foliage, of a lively bright

green : there was likewife a new fpecies of bignonia, remarkable for the bulk of its

flowers and the fingularity of its fruit, which hung like large cucumbers at the end
of its branches. Near the village of Mbao, I found the pepper plant of iEthiopia,

that aromatic tree, which the French who are fettled at Senegal diftinguifh by the name
of maniguctle. Towards the extremity of the foreft, I faw feveral fpecies of anonas or

corofoliers, the largeft of which were in the woods, the Riiddling ones on the hills, and
the fmalleft in the plains expofed to the fun, molt of them loaded with excellent fruit.

Following the fea-coall from Mbao as far as Rufilk, which is a confiderable village two
leagues and a half from thence, I walked on fands all covered with fophora*, and with

the Guinea aloe t? of which the negroes in that neighbourhood make very good ropes,

not fo apt to rot in the water.

From the ifle of Goree to Rufilk they reckon three leagues in a direct line. This

voyage I had made by fea : but it is very difficult to land at the village, efpecially

when the lea runs high, becaufe the coaftis low, and full of (harp rocks. When you
come to anchor oppofite the place, you have a moft agreeable profpcct : the fituation

upon a hill planted with trees ; the little rivulet whofe brackifh waters wind to the right,

and form a peninfula ; the foreft with perpetual verdure, rifing behind you in the form
of an amphitheatre, conltituce altogether a moft (.klightful landfcape, hardly to be

matched in any other part of the world.

The negroes hereabouts fcem to me to be very induftrious : fome of theni were bufy

in beating the leaves of the Guinea aloe, to get out the hemp ; others were twifting it,

and making fifliing lines and nets ; others in fine were employed in framing bows and
arrows for the chace. After vifiting all the houfes in Rufifl;, I was very much furprized

upon entering as it were into a fecond village : this was a clufter of huts not quite fo

large as the others, covered with fand, and like fo many maufoleums or tombs erefted

over the dead bodies, that had been interred there, according to the euftom eftablifhed

among the feveral clans of the Serera nation.

I had never as yet met with any attack from the negroes till the 4th of May, when
walking along the fea-fide from Rufiik to Ben, which is above three leagues from thence,

I was purfucd by a berera negro, who, rulhing out of the neighbouring woods, flioc his

poifoned arrows againft me and my negro fervant. I was above two hundred paces

before him ; befides, I was a very good walker, and ufed to thofe fatiguing fands, into

which a perfon often finks up to the calf of his leg. 1 therefore went on, but doubled

my pace, without putting myfelf out of breath, or feeming to mind the menacing

figns, by which he hoped to intimidate me and oblige me to Hop ; for I had another

* Sophora tomentof.i, foliia fubrotunUia, Linn. Fl. Ztyl. 163.

f Aloe Guiiicenfis, radicc geniculatii, t'oljii cviriili 5c atro undulatim variegatit. Comm. hort. Amji.

Tol, ii. pag. 39. tab. 20.
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refource in my gun, fuppofe he had come within reach. Doubtlefs this wa? one of thofe

Serera favages, who are united under the form of a petty republic within ten leagues

from thence ; and he was come out of his own country in quell of plunder. Nothing

could have tempted him but my gun ; and, had he been more alert and crafty, he would

not certainly have fpared my life to come at it. This manner of attacking is very com-

mon with a race of Moors called Jzounas, who follow no other profeflion than that

of lying in ambufli behind a tree, either with a gun or a bow, in order to flioot a perfon

whom they want to rob of his arms. The like accident had happened to me in my
fecond voyage to Podor ; but the Moor whom I efpied, looked feveral times before he

would attack me ; and feemed greatly difconcerted, when he perceived that I was upon

my guard, and aimed my piece at him.

As foon as I was out of danger from the Serera favage, I had all the pleafure in

the world in walking along a very white fhore, where the fea continually throws

up an infinite number of fliells. There I beheld two fpecies of what we call the concha

Perfica *, which is the largelt upon the coaft : the fifli it contains weighs fometinies five

or fix pounds. The negroes broil and preferve it for times offamine, when they haveje-

courfe to this meat, which is tough and infipid, yet a great relief in cafe of urgent want.

Thero was alfo plenty of cockles f, and tonnes\, and a vaft number of bivalvous fhells,

particularly what we call the concha mucronata %

.

As often as I went to the forefl of Krampfane, I took different and round-abou

ways. Sometimes 1 directed my iteps along the fea-fide, and found the Jpartiwn ||t

and the ketmia with leaves like thofe of a linden tree, on the banks of the marigot of

Kann : I likewife met with the ximenia ^, the rimbot, the fagara, and fome acacias

or thorny plants upon hills. At other times I traverfed the fertile fields, which were

filled with a fmall fpecies of anonas, and feveral of thofe citron trees, called toll by the

negroes. Their fruit refemblcs very much that of the mangiiier of India, and has both

the figure and tafte of a citron. There was no want of game in thofe parts : there was

likewife a great number of antelopes, and of a fmall fpecies of hinds**, hardly as big as

a hare. The latter darted as it were, wherever I trod : one of my negroes happened

twice to dart his haffagaye at them, and twice he hit his aim : he aflurecj me that he never

courfed this animal any other way. The haffagaye is a kind of fpear feven or eight

feet long, with a piece of iron at the end of it like a pike. This is the weapon which

the negroes mofl: commonly ufe ; and they dart it with their hand. My negro threw

his with great force and dexterity ; and I learnt a few leffons of him, which gave me
great pleafure.

My time was divided among plants, animals, and (hells ; but the latter occupied me
as much as all the reft. I availed myfelf of the opportunity of being in a country,

where they are in great plenty. The rocks of Cape Bernard and Cape Manuel, oppofite

tlie ifland of Goree, furnilhed me with a vaft number of very beautiful fhells, fuch as

the purple fifti, the iargeft fpecies of ftar-fifli ; and feveral foft fifties, as fea hares, cut-

tle fifti, and polypus. Among the fands of the' creek of Ben, I met with fome cockles

• See the natural hiftory of univalveJhells, fpecies 8. plate 3. fig. I and 2.

f \h\d. fpecies. 9. plat. 4. fig. J. Favel.

\ Iliid. (jiconcht opircuJatie, fpecies 2. plat. 7. fig. J. Tefan.

§ Ibul. of bivalvous Jhells, fpecies 6, plat.lS. Cig. 2. Koman.

II
Spartium fcandens, citri foliis, floribus alliis, ad nodos confertim nafcentibus. Plum. eat. p. 19.

^ Ximenia aculcata, flore villofo, fniiitu hitco. Plum.fpec.iiag.6.
** Cervusjuvencus, perpufillus Guiiieeniis. Seitt, vol. i. p. 70, tab. 43. fig. i, 2> and 3.
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and holoihur'ia. Sometimes I entered the water up to my knees, to extraft the flicHs

hidden under the fand, while the negroes went further out to fiih. They are accuf-

tomed to catch them in this fpot with the ha{raj.'aye, wading through the water up to

the waift, and oftentimes deeper. When they perceive the tunny, the capitaine, the fore

mullet, or fome fuch large fifli, they dart their hafTagaye with a marvellous dexterity,

and feldom mifs their aim. This bay fupplies them hkewife with a muUitude of mid-

dling fifli, which they catch with nets. They fplit them in two, and lay them before

the fun to dry, and then they fell them to the Moors ; thefe in exchange fupply iheni

with millet, which is wanting in their country.

Thefe fifhes procured me an obfervation, which would not perhaps have offered itfelf

elfcwhere. As the negroes leave them to dry on the top of their huts, the Hons, tygers

and wolves, which inceffantly roam in the neighbourhood, are frequently enticed, by
the fight and fmell thereof, into the village : and then woe be to the children, or even

to the men that arc found abroad. One night a lion and a wolf happened to enter,

both together, into the yard belonging to the hut where I lay : they raifed alternately

their fore feet up to the roof, which I could eafily hear them do, and they carried off

their provifion. The next day we were certain, by the imprefTion of their feet, which

was (Irongly marked in the fand, that they came together ; and we difcovered the place

from whence they had taken the two fiflies; and no doubt but each of them feized his prey.

This was very moderate for two fuch voracious animals ; but indeed they had not pitched

upon the fmallcfl. I know not whether this remark was ever made before, that the lion

and the wolf prowl together ; yet it is not an uncommon thing ; there are daily inRances

of it in thofe parts ; almofl every night the wolf is heard to howl clofc by the Hon..

The fame thing I have obferved, myfelf, a hundred times, in my excurfions up the Niger j.

and I am perfcdly fure, that the wolf frequently affociates with the lion, without having

any apprehenfion of danger. Not that the fize of the African wolf, which is much
fuperior to that of the European, makes any impreflion on the lion ; but the reafon is,.

he is no way tempted by the wolf's ilefli. And what confirms me in this opinion, is, that

I never obferved, that the two lions which were brought up in the villagfe of Senegal,.

ever attacked the dogs that were e.xpofed to them, or that fell in their way, when they

were unchained ; whereas they darted inflantly upon the firft horfe, or the firfl child

they happened to meet.

A few days after this vifit from the lion and the wolf, we received another from a.

ti'^refs, which came to the fame hut along with her young one, and likewife carried

oif two fifhes. There need only thefe two inltances to fliew how lazy and indifferent

are the negroes, in regard to tne damage thefe animals do them, and the danger to

which their own perfons are continually expofed. When one alks them for what reafon

they do not either chace away thofe animals, or withdraw their fifh at Icaft in the

night ; they are fatisfied with anfwering, that all the world mufl live, and that it would

be a greater flavery for them to lock up their fifh every night than to c;itch them..

And indeed wc mufl own that the fifliery on this coafl: is carried on with amazing

facility.

Their lands lie entirely uncultivated ; either, becaufe the fands are too ungrateful,

or becaufe, being accullomed to the fifliing trade, which cods them Id's trouble, they

negleift all agriculture, and rely on the Moors for every fort of neceffaries. Thefe

people were here at that time, and had brought their baggage and provifions with them,

not loaded upon oxen and camels ; as I had fcen before to the north of the Niger, but

only on affes, of which they had great plenty. With difficulty did I know this animal,

5 ho
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he had fo fine a coat and looked fo handfome in coir.paiifon to thofe of Europe

;

which I beUeve neverthelefs would make as good a figure, if the drudgery they are

put to, did net greatly contribute to deform them. The hair of the Moorifh aifes

was of a fine bright moufe colour, over which the black leather thong which is

laid along their backs, and afterwards crofles over their Ihoulders, has a very good

efi'ecl. Thefe animals are fume\vi,at larger than ours, but they have likewife fomt thing

in the make of their heads, that diftinguilhes them from a horfe, and efpecially from

a Barbary horfe, which is the natural growth of the country, like themfelves, but of a

larger fize.

I had fome time before fpent a few days among the negroes ; but I never made fuch

a long fiay with them as at prefent by myfelf, and remote from any commimication

with my own countrymen. Then it was, that I had an opportunity of being perfedly

acquainted with their character, cufloms, and manner of living : I was even prefent

once at their ceremr.ny of marriage ; but this would make me digrefs too far from my
fubjcci ; 1 fliall on!y obferve that in general they arc very humane and hofpitable.

Ihe ninth of May, I returned from Ben to Goree, from whence I fet out the loth

of the enfuing month for the ifland of Senegal. I arrived the i 5th at the bar, where

I was obliged to wait for wind four whole days. The reader may judge, what uneafi-

nefs I mull have fuffered in a fniall veffel, tolTed to and fro by tlie rolling billows.

There I had kifure to confider the iurprifing efl'eft of the waves off the bar, and to

direct m.y eye all round me, without perceiving any thing elfe but dazzling -fands on
one fide, and the liquid main on the other. True it is, that this famenefs of profpedt

was varied a little, by feeing the pirogues of the negro fifhermen, who bravely ven-

tured over the bar,,to bring us provifions on board. Though the fea runs very high

upon the coafl, ) et there is a great deal of filh in the road. Our failors catched abun-

dance with their line, efpecially a fort of fea trufh, which is very common in that fea.

This fifh is very ready to bite ; and, as foon as it has laid hold of the hook, it is plea-

fant to fee what jerks and leaps it makes to get free ; to fuch a degree, that it inverts

its flomach, which you fee iffuing out of its mouth in the fhape of a carp's bladder

:

thefe ftrugglings are alfo attended wnh a hollow rumbling noi!e, which has given it the

name of grondin, or grumbler, whereby it is known on this coaft.

A wefterly wind refcued me from this wretched fituation, and cariied me over the

bar to the ifland of Senegal the 20th of June. I flood in great need of repofe, after

the fatigues I had undergone in my voyage, from which I fuffered much more than I

fliould have done from a long fit of illnei's. Every body knows, that the fea ficknefs

is a kind of weaknefs or faintnefs, which caufeth a naufeoufnefs and vomiting, more or

lefs, according to the difference of confiitutions expofed to that element. Some people

are never feized with it : others feel the effe(51s of it but the firll day or two, and then

it leaves behind it a certain dizzinefs : others are never feized with this diforder, except

when the fea is very much agitated, and the motion of the (hip becomes extremely

violent : others, in fhcrt, and of this number was I, are troubled with it the whole
time they are at fea, in fliort voyages even of two hours, as well as in long ones ; in

calms as well as in ftormy weather. Robuft and feeble conflitutions are attacked with

it all the fame : there are only fome particular habits of body, thofe of children for

example, and perfons weakened by ficknefs, and a few others in health, that are'

exempt from it. But of the latter, why fome fliould be fubjeft to, and others free

from this illnefs, is not yet known. The genei"al uulity that would refult from this

knowledge, which, in fo learned an age, might pafs for a real difcovery, deferves the
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attention of the gentlemen of the faculty *, who have occafion to perform a voyage by
fea, or an opportunity of making thefe experiments. If once the caufe of this malady

were known, fome fafe prel'ervative might be found out, which would render this

element acceflible to pcrfons, who, with abilities and the bed difpofition in the world

for fea voyages, are often difcouraged merely by this obftruclion.

To fuch a degree had this complaint (which does not however meet with its due

degree of pity) ruined and difordered my ftomach, that, upon my arrival at the ifland

of Senegal, 1 faw no other way to re-eftablifli my health, than by fixing my abode

there, an'd renouncing ail fea voyages, with a firm refolution not to go to fea again,

till my return to France. Befides, I had reafon to be fatisfied with the voyages I had

already made, as they had turned out fo greatly to the advancement of natural hiftoiy,

fo far as it regards the fouthern parts of our fettlement : and the neighbourhood ot the

ifland of Senegal, and the Niger, was likely to furnifli me with many obfervations in

phyfics and natural hiftory, v;hich had efcaped me before. I ftaid therefore on this

ipot fome years longer, during which time, befides thefe remarks, I had leifure to draw

a few topographical charts, by which I defigned to fleer my courfe in my little voyages.

In the fequel of this narrative, I Ihall only take notice of the moft remarkable occur-

rences in thofe excurfions in the neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal.

I had been long defirous of making a vifit to the village of Kionk, which is in the

Wood Ifland, within a league north of the ifland of Senegal. Thither at length I went

the fourth of September in a fliallop ; but I was not fortunate in my return, for, when
we were in the middle of the river, a violent eaft-wind arofe, which warned us to

make the beft of our way to land, in order to avoid the impending ftorm. And
indeed, I had hardly croflTed the point of the Wood JJIand, when the temptfl burft. As
it was impoflible fir me to reach the fliore, make what hafle I would, and the danger

was imminent, I immediately made for the fand-bank, which joins this point to the

ifland of Senegal. The negroes belonging to a pirogue, which had been alfo catched

in the ftorm, leaped into the water up to their wailt on this very fand-bank, and up-

held it againft the violence of the waves, which had overv.'helmed it in the beginning

;

their example was followed by the fix negroes belonging to my flidlop, and by ten

other men and women pafl'engers, who jumped immediately into the water, and dividing

thcmfelves all round the boat, fupported it againft the raging elements. This was the

furelt way to hinder it from being uverfet, or thrown upon the bank, where it would

have been infallibly broke to pieces ; and we had reafon to be afraid of one or other

of thofe accidents, the bed (f the Niger being confiderably widened in this fpot by the

jundion of its two branches, which form a kind of lake, of fo fpacious an extent, as

to be open on every fide to raving tempefts. The prefent weather might really

deCerve titat name, the wind and rain being attended with flalhes of lightning and loud

claps of thunder. Notwithftanding that the negroes were fo careful as to uphold my

* To fcrvc the p;cnt!emen of the facult)', who may chance to fet about an inquiry into the caufe of thij

difordcr, I (hall iiilc.t here a few more remarks which I have made on this fubjcft. i. Thofe who were

fick duiinji; the whole voyage, the firft time they embarked on board a middling fliip of 500 ton?, did not

feel a diizincfs or head-ache, till after four hours were expired ; the vomiting did not come on till the

fovenih hour, and continued the whole time of the voyage, which was two months. 2. When I did not

ftay lonjj enough at fea to be troubled with a vomiting, it fei/.td me an hour or tuo after I went on (hore,

whether I liad eaten or not at my landing. 3. It very rarely happens that a fea ficknefs produccth a fever ;

it only diforders the (Ic mach, without taking away the appetite. 4. I ohlerved that more 'vomen by far

than men, efcaped this illncfs ; and more of thofe who are fliort-fighted than olhcrwife. 5. Finally, I took

notice, that thofe who liavC been moll afflicted with this complaint at fea, have always much belter health

Oil fliore, than fuch as fecmed to be the moft vigorous and hearty at fea.

boat»
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boat, yet this did not hinder it from making a foot and a half of water, partly with

what fell from the heavens, and partly with the waves, which fometiraes inwnij3ped it

m the form of a flicet, in which I was alfo enveloped. Befides, I was wafhed, and,

as it were, fcowered by the rain, which the wind impelled againfl; me with the utmoft

violence ; and it came fo very quick upon me, as ahnotl to take away my breath,

though I had flieltered myfelf under one of the failor's cloaks. Thus the boiilerous

elements drove my negroes and tlie boat with fuch force, that I began to be afraid both

for them and for myfelf. Yet they did not let go their hold ; their courage fupported

them upwards of two hours, and prefcrved us from rum.

This whirhvind began at three o'clock in the afternoon, but did not afford matter of

obfervation, till towards the end. The wind ceafing about five, gave us an opportunity

to fteer to the north point of the ifland of Senegal. This was the neareft land, and I

was in a hurry to reach it, in order to dry myfelf as foon as poffible ; for the boat was
flill half full of v/ater, notwithftanding the pains the ten paflengers had taken tn empty
it, as faft as the waves bi'oke over it, which was almoft every inftant. While we were

advancing with our oars, there appeared a phccnomenon, which I had never feen

before fo near ; and I do not remember, that any writer has ever mentioned it. This

was a kind of ball, like unto a column of fmoke, that turned round upon itfelf ; it

was from ten to twelve feet broad, and about two hundred and fifty in height ; its bafe

was upon the water, and an eafterly wind was wai'ting it towards us. As foon as the

negroes faw it, they rowed as hard as they could to avoid it. They were better ac-

quainted than I with the danger to which we mufl: have been expofed, had this whirl-

wind burfl over us ; its ufual effcft being to ftifle thofe it envelopes, with heat, and

fometimes to fet fome of their houfes on fire ; and they knew feveral niftances of

people who had lofl their lives by the like accident. They were fo fortunate as to

leave this dangerous pha^nomenon upwards of eighteen fiUhoms behind the fhallop; and

they congratulated each other upon having fo luckily efcaped a torrent of fire, which

by day-light appeared only as a thick fmoke. The heat thereof, though at the diftance of

above-fl. hundred feet, was very ftrong, fo as to make my clothes fmoke, though it had

not time to dry them. The atmofphere had then 25 degrees of heat ; and I believe

that the column of fmoke mufl at lead have had fifty, to render the humidity fenfible

to us. It left behind it a very flrong fmell, more nitrous than fulphureous, which

annoyed us a long time, and the firfl; impreffion was made by a light ftimulation in

the noftrils. This occafioned fome to fneeze, but in me it produced a heavinefs and
difficulty of refpiration.

In the month of March, in the year 1751, I began to take the plan of the neigh-

bourhood of the ifland of Senegal. The eighth, I fet out in my pirogue, with my
- two cubalijis, (the name ufually given to the negro fifliermen) intending to make a

tour round the ifland of Sor by water, as I was well acquainted with the inland parts.

1 therefore went up the Niger, keeping clofe along the ifland up to its northern point,

in order to enter the tnarigot of Kantai, which waflies its eaftern fliore, and to trace

its courfe. As foon as I entered it, I thought myfelf rather in a fifh-pond, than in a

river from fifteen to twenty fathoms broad ; fo greatly did it abound with fifh. It was a

pleafure to fail along a fiream as tranfparent and fmooth as glafs, while the banks

were planted with very high mangroves, which afforded a verdant fhade above the

fpace of a league. The fifh bounced and leaped on every fide of us ; but what was

moft extraordinary, wherever we paffed,fomeof them were continually leaping into

the boat. The largeft, as the befl jumpers, paffed over us ; but almoft all the midaling

ones fell in. As their motions in whirling about did not feem natural or voluntary, I

examined
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ficamlned into them, in order to difcover their caufe ; and I found, mod oFthem had
received the imprefllon of teeth on fome parts of their bodies ; from whence I con-

cluded, that they had been purfued by the larger fifh that wanted to prey upon them.

For two hours that I kept J^tiling along this maripi, I reckoned two hundred and thirty

fiflies called carpets*, which were catched in this manner without any other artifice.

This was a moderate fifliing to my Negroes : as they were cubalots, that is, fiftiermen

by trade, they did not feem to be much furprized at it : nay, they told me, that when they

fifhed for the large fifh with the line or rod, they let their -pirogue go down the cur-

rent of thefe little rivers, and frequently depended more on the fmall fifti that were
taken in this manner, than on the chance of the^large ones.

Never had cormorants, duckers, and falcon-fifhers, finer fport ; and indeed all the

mangroves were covered with them. The falcon-fifher, which the JalofFs call by the

name of nguLirkol, and the French by that of nanette, is a bird about the bignefs of

a goofe, with brown feathers, ex'cept the head, neck, bread, and tail, which are a
beautiful white. It has a flrong hooked bill like an eagle, with {harp talons, incur-

vated in a femicircular form, which it ufes moft dexteroufly in fifliing. It generally

perches on trees near the water ; where, as foon as it fees a fifli draw near the furface,

it darts upon and feizes it with its talons, I killed one of them, which made my
negroes look upon me with a very bad eye, becaufe they fear and reverence this bird;

they even carry their fuperdition fo far, as to place it among the number of their

marabous, that is, of their priefh, whom they look upon as perfons facred and divine.

Yet they were appeafed, when they faw, I had got them a fifh of above four pounds,

which this pretended marabou had carried to the bank of the river, in order to feaft upon it.

There happened to me another adventure, of much the fame nature, on the 2 2d
of April, at the village of Sor. I was fitting on a mat in the middle of a court yard,

with the governor of the village, and his whole family ; when a viper of the mif-

chievous kind, after winding round the company, was drawing near to me. This

familiarity I did not at all relifli ; and, to prevent any accident, I thought proper to

kill it diredly, with a flick I had in my hand. Inftantly, the whole company ftarting

up, made loud outcries, as if I had committed murder ; and they all flew away, fo

that the place was foon deferted. As the affair grew ferious, and the report thereof

was fpread over the village, I laid hold of this opportunity, now that I was by myfelf,

to put the viper into my handkerchief, and to hide it in my waiflcoat pocket. This

was the btfl method to make furc of this animal, which is fo difficult to be had in that

country ; and at the fame time the way to calm their minds, by removing it out of

fight. I was not very fafe upon that fpot ; and, perhaps they would have done me
fome mifchief ; but the mafter of the village, a man of good fenfe, in whofe houfe

this whole affair had pafled, foon refleded that both his honour and interefl called upon
him to quiet the tumult, and to filence the report. This he did effectually by means
of his authority as governor ; though his prudent condud, and his charaftcr as marabou^

were of no finall afliflance to him. This fpecimen fhews how zealoufly the negroes

stfe attached to their religion, and to their luperftitioas obfervances. They do not look

upon ferpcnts as deities, yet they refpedl; them enough not to kill them : they let them
grow and multiply in their huts, though thefe animals frequently eat their chickens,

and dare to lie, as it were, with themfclves. True it is, they feldom hurt any body;
they muff be either attacked, or wounded, or trod upon, before they will be pro-

voked to bite.

* A fort of iiih like a carp, but fhgrter.

VOL. XVI. 4 o The



6^0 ADANSON's VOYAtSE TO SENEGAL, ScC.

The 7th of May, I fell down the Niger, in order to vifit the fuan'got of Del,

which is not very far from its mouth. The wind was favourable ; and my negroes,

to avoid the trouble of rowing, put up their fail. A pirogue only thirty feet in length

could not want a very large fail ; and indeed they were not much at a lofs to find one.

A negro erected a pole of about ten feet, in the fore part of the boat, and then fet another

fniall one acrofs the top of it, whereon he hung his paati. Thefe paans are very ufeful : their

fliape is fuch, that you may occafionally make them ferve for a fail, a Iheet, a bed covering,

a cloak, a pstticoat, or a fa(h. 1 cannot compare the figure of this fail to any thing better

than that of a banner or llandard, with the two lower ends faflened to each fide of

the pirogue. The negro who was upon the poop, fleered with his paddle ; while the

other managed the fail, and turned it to the wind. With this feeble aid, I advanced

near two leagues in lefs than an hour's time, and arrived at the entrance of the inarigot

of Del. Juft where it difcharges itfelf into the Niger, it is flopped up by a bar of fand,

where the river is fometimes fo rough, when a north wind blows, as to hindef the

large pirogues from entering. My people concerted their matters fo well, that they

got over the difficulty, and, after conducting me through all the windings of the

marigot, they landed me at the village of Del, which was built on the extremity of a

bank of fhells, that extended near a league to the northward. It appeared remarkable,

that this bank was entirely bare to the furface, and that all the Ihells were of one;

fpecies of oyfters, which had heretofore lived on the mangroves of the neighbouring

marigou, in the fame manner as I had obferved of thefe in the river Gambia.

The fea had brought into the Niger a prodigious quantity of fea poumons and vclettes,

which upon my return I had leifure to fee floating on the water. The former of

thofe fifhes are known in this country by the'name of Flemifn caps, and the latter by

that oi galcres*. Nothing can bear a nearer refemblaiice to a bladder filled with air,

and painted a beautiful red, than the body of the galcre. You can hardly diftinguilh

any other part of it than a fringe upon the back, and eight fillets under the belly,

that defcend downwards, to ferve, as it were, for a ballail to the bladder which floats

above water, and is tolfed to and fro by the winds. This animal, though unfliapen and

almofl without any fenfible motion, is cauftic to fuch a degree, that, when you touch

it, you immediately feel a pain as if you were burnt. I took one into my hand to

make a trial, and held it till I began to feel its efleft : this appeared externally by a

little rednefs, followed by a pricking and an inflammation, which did not ceafe till four

hours after. The pain was communicated to all the tender parts of the body, as to

the face, and efpecially to the eye-brows, by a very flender contact of the hand inflamed.

The remarks I had made for fome years, with great attention, and with particular

views, in regard to the heats of the country, appeared to me inrportant enough to be

enlarged, in fuch a manner as to render them fufceptible of comparilbn. I refolved

therefore to obferve, during the hotted days in the year, the degrees marked by

M. de Reaumur's thermometer, when expofed to the opt^n air ; and thofe which a

fecond inftrument of the like nature would mark, during the fame time, in the fands

expofed to the fun. M. Andriot, who, befides being extremely well Ikilled in natural

philofophy, is a very accurate obferver, was of great aili (lance to me on this occafion ;

for he was fo good as to be at equal trouble with me, w henever I wanted a perfon to

make experiments in one place correfpondent to thofe I was performing in another.

Such was the tribute wc mutually paid to the friendfhip, which had fo clofely united us

ever fince our youth.

• tlitica marina foluta purpurea, oblonga, cirrbis longifliroii. Sloan. Jam, Vol. i . pag. 7. Tab. 4. Fig. 5.

I pitched
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I pitched upon the 4th of J\ily, to make one of thofe important obfcrvatlons on
the ifland of Senegal. The fun was then diftant from our zenith, no more than feven
degrees north, fo that it might be looked upon as vertical towards noon-day. The
Savanna which extends weft of the fnrt St. Lewis, like a great plain, level with the
neighbouring fea, and o.pofed to the winds on all fides, efpecially to the weft, which
blew that day, afforded me the bed place I could defire for my purpofe, becaufe it has
no flielter. A little fand-hill about four feet high, that flood very conveniently in the
middle of the plain, was the fpot on which I fet an exacl thermometer before the fun,

fixing the ball in the fand. I placed it towards ten o'clock in the morning, and there
it flaid till three in the afternoon. During this whole time, i obferved the degrees of
afcenfion in the liquor of the thermometer every five minutes. M. Andriot kept an
accownt thereof, under a fmall fhed of ftraw, whither I retired from time to time, to

fkreen myfelf from the rays of the fun, which made my head very dizzy. He flaid to

watch this inflrumcnt, and to make his oblervations, while I went to the fort, in order
to confult another thermometer, which I held continually fufpended in the open air,

in the fliade eighteen feet from the ground, to avoid the reflection of heat. This
marked 30 degrees for the heat cf the open air, in the coldeft expofition of the ifland,

while the other marked the heat of the fand at 60 degrees i. I had put three eggs
into the ground, and covered them with fand, where I left them about three hours,

in order to know for certain what effect this heat would produce upon them : I per-

ceived they were not hard, but the white ftuck a little round the fhell ; and they were
fit for eating : accordingly we dined upon them, and found them very good. Tliere is

reafon to believe thr.t, if the tube of the thermometer had been long enough to rr|ve

more room for the liquor to play, it would have afcended a great deal higher than 60
degrees

-J,
as I perceived afterwards, upon repeating thefe obfervations whh other

thermometers graduated up to boiling water. I fliall not defcant any further on thefc

experiments ; it will fuffice at prefcnt to have only hinted at them, as I intend to enter
into a more minute detail, in my treatife of obfervations on natural hiftorv.

The ninth of September, there arofe in the night a violent eafl wind, which brought
on a very heavy rain, attended with fuch quick flaflics of lightning, that they feemed
to be one continued corufcation. The thunder burfl at the fame time in two different

places in the ifland of Senegal ; one was the malt of a vcffel ; the other the hofpital

;

within two hundred fathoms of one another on the fame bank of the Niger. That
which fell on the hofpital, did no other harm than breaking two wealher-cocks on the

fame pavillion, knocking a few tiles ofl" the top of the houfc, fplitting feveial oi the

rafters, and bmfting three ftones on the floor, where it fpent itfell'on the lime, without

hurting any of the fick that were very near. There was fomething more remarkable

in what happened to the mart of the fliip, which was about forty feet high, and
done all over with pitch and tar. The thunder furrowed it two inches deep, but un-
equally, from one end to the other, without touching the iron work, the tackling, or

any of the pitched cordage with which it was furrounded ; and it Ipent itfelf on the

quarter- deck, which was covered with a large tarpawling of thick canvafs, alfo done
over with pitch'and tar. It fcems as if the rolin broke the violence of the thunder,

and diverted it another way. It is well known, that the outfides of thofe vtfl'els are

Well fecured with pitch and tar, fo that their external furface may be confidered as

one continued lay of rofin. A negro, who had been entrufl:ed with the care of the

fhip that night, having laid himfelf down to flcep in the back cabin, felt a fudden
fliock, of which there remained very (trong impreflions the next day, in every part of
his body. 1 leave it to philofophcrs, curious about this fort of phaencmiena, to j'u^gc

402 whether
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whether there can be a greater analogy between the ordinary efFeds of eleftriclty, and
thole produced on this occafion by thunder.

The waters of the Nigqr were fo fwelled with this ftorm of rain, and ruflied on with

fuch precipitation, that they loofened, four or five leagues from thence, a little flip of land

which floated along with the ftream. The next morning it was feen like another Delos,

following the cui'rent of the Niger, and fleering its courfe towards the fea. Its agree-

able verdure, and the beautiful difpofuion of the trees with which it was covered, gave

ic the air of an enchanted ifland, and raifed a defire in the inhabitants of Senegal to get

it into their poU'efTion. Immediately a boat was fent, and overtook it ; the failors fattened

fevcral ropes to the trees, and obliged it, in fpite of all the refiflance it could make, to

join the fands of Senegal. The whole village flocked to fee this curious fpeftacle

;

never had they beheld fo delightful an ifland : they all feemed eager to go upon it, but

were afraid of its roots, which they took for ferpents. I meafured it, and found it but

four fathoms diameter: it was round, and bore only a fpinous fhrub ten feet high, to

which the negroes give the name of bilkur*. Its roots were extremely clofe and inter-

twined one within the other : they held but very little clay together, which the water

could not wafli away. The wood of this plant is a vaft deal lighter than cork : the

inhabitants of the country make ufe of it in iifhing, when they want to fwim over the

river, where it happens \o be too broad.

The negroes are all excellent fwimmers ; and nothing can be a flronger proof of this,

than the intrepidity, with which they expofe themfelves on the bar. The twenty-fifth of

the fame month, I was on the fea fhore, bufitd in obferving the height of the equi-

noctial tides, when a French veffel arrived oppofite to the fort of Senegal. The fhip's

boat advanced towards the bar ; and there waited till fomebody from fhore came to

fee what difpatches it brought. The negro, who was ufed to this bufmefs, jumped
into tlic watt r to fetch the letters, though there was a greater fwell than ufual, becaufe

the tides rofe to a higher pitch. To behold the violent agitation of the fea, the billows

rifing above ten feet, and then falling like fo many fheets of water, with prodigious noife

and weight, one would never imagine that he could poflibly furmount them: yet he

palled tlieni all, riding upon the backs of fome, and plunging under others, where he
iecmed to be buried, till at length he happily got on fnore, with the difpatches com*
mitted to his care. Neither is the fea the objcd moft to be dreaded during this pafTage ;

there are fuch terrible requkns on the bar, that they oftentimes devour the divers. No
doubt but it was owing to fome accident of this kind, that a negro difappeared this very

month, and was never more heard of.

The next day v/e catched a fifh in the river, that has very little relation to any of

the known inhabitants of the liquid element. Its body is round, without fcales, and
fmooih as an eel, but much thicker in proportion to its length. The negroes call it

ouiiniear, and the French trembleur, or quaker, from the efi'ett it produces, which is not

a numbnefs like that arifmgfrom the cramp-fifh, but a very painful trembling in the limbs

of thofe who touch it. This eifect did not appear to differ ienfibly from the electrical

motion of the Leyden experiment, which I had felt feveral times : and it is communicated
in the fame manner by fimple contact, with a flick or iron rod five or fix feet long j

fo as to make you inflantly drop whr.tever you hold in your hand. I have tried this

experiment feveral times, as well as that of eating of this fifh, which, though very well

tafled, is not equally proper for all conflituticns.

The ifland of Senegal, as I have feveral times obferved, is no more than a naked

fand-bank, which produces but. a few herbs, and whofe infufBcieut and improper to

* A new fpccici of fcfban

feed
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feed the Company's flocks. This has obliged them to look out for a place, where the

cattle might find pafture, and fecurity againft the depredations of the Moors and the

negroes. Thefe advantages arc in fonie meafure found on a pretty large ifland, called

Gricl, within two leagues north of Senegal. The conveniency of getting to this place

by means of a fmall river of the fame name, and the agreeable defcription I had heard
of it, induced me to take a trip thither for a few days. I fet out the 2d of Oftober,
by the fame canal which is parallel to the principal b>-anch of the Niger, and feparatcd

all along from the fea, only by a narrow neck of fand, about a hundred fathoms at

moft in breadth. It was covered with pelicans, or wide-throats, which moved with
great ftate, like fwans upon the water. Without doubt, thefe are the largeft birds in

the country, next to the oftrich. I killed one, whofe wings, mcafuring from one end
to the other, were above ten feet wide. Its bill was upwards of a foot and a half long ;

and the bag, faflened underneath, held near two and twenty pints of water. This bag is

not only for lifhing ; but is like a kind of calling net, which nature hath given thofe birds,

to facilitate the means of providing for their wants. It could not be given to any
animal that knows how to make better ufe of it, for they may be faid to fifh in per-

fedion. They generally fwim in flocks in deep water, and form at firft a large circle,

but contract it afterwards, by drawing near to one another gradually, in order to bring

the fifli along with them, which the motion of their feet has confined within that fpace ;

and as foon as they fee a fufficient number of them together, they plunge their bill wide
open into the water, and Oiut it again as quick as a fifherman calls and draws his net»

In order to empty their bag of the water with which it is fdled, they only lean their

bill on one fide, and open it gently ; then the water runs out, and leaves the fiflies dry^
which they eat very quietly on Ihore.

When we were within a quarter of a league of the ifland of Griel, we thought we
faw a beautiful avenue of trees, which prefents itfclf fideways : their fymmetry would
even make one imagine, that they were planted on purpofe to form a delightful villa ;

yet they were only calabaflies, fown by the hands of nature, and eafily known by their

make and fize. Except thefe trees, of which there is a great number on this point, and
a few mangroves, there are hardly any others on the ifland. The meadow is on this

fame fide, on a red fand-hill, which is fown here and there with a few flirubs, and
efpecially with tithymals, whofe white flowers are agreeably intermixed with the lively

colours of the fuperb lily* by which they are topped. The reft of the ifland is a fmooth

even plain, the greateft part of which is laid under water during the rainy feafon :

it is uncovered in the winter by draining the waters into a fmall rivulet, which feems to

form a little ifle in the larger ifland of Griel. This part balances the good qualities of

the other ; for it produces only two fores of plantsf, of which the cattle do not feem

to be very fond.

After pafling the rivulet that fcparates thelittlcifle from the larger ifland ofGriel, 1 found

towards the north the village ot Uounn on a reddilh fand, the ground foaievvhat higher

and furprizingly fruitful. Proceeding flill further north, I came to the village of Nguiago,

from whence I perceived, at the diftance of a league to the right, the village of Torkrod,

which is feparated from thence all the way by a morals. As this morafs is full of water and
reeds, it abounds with aquatic b'rds, fuch as curlews, woodcocks, teals, and wild

ducks. The latter are of a fniaJl fize, and a little diflFerent from our Kuropean
wild duck : there is fuch plenty cr them in this neighbourhood, as to cover

a very large trad of ground: they flivjw theinf. Ives by thiiufands, and you kill

them, as it were, by thoufands. It is not unconimou to fee thirty of them
drop at one fhot, and oftentimes twice the number. True it is, that thefe

* A new fpecics oimctbonlca. f The marina crifta or falicorniaj and Linnxub's crrffa. Spec. Pbitt. p 2^3*
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lucky fliots are referved for the negroes : for befides their being very good markfmen
and their making ufe only of thofe large fowling-pieces called buccaneers, and aiming

at thofe birds only upon level ground and in large plains, they have ftill another advan-

tage over Europeans : they can draw near the game by means of the colour of their

bodies, which, being black from head to foot, are confounded with the verdure of the

field ; whereas the white face of the Europeans, or the fmallefl bit of a fleeve or neck-

cloth, is perceived afar oft" by thofe birds, and the leafl noife in the world frightens

them away, before you come within reach of them.

The negroes of this neighbourhood are obliged to lie on very high beds, in order

to be fiieltered from the mufketoes, ofwhich there are great fwarms, efpecially in this

month. Thefe beds are from five to fix feet fquare, and confift of a double texture of;

fticks laid very clofe together, and fupported by four pofts, which are raifed eight or nine

feet from the ground. They mount this kind of platform by ftep-ladders, faflened to

two of the pofts perpendicularly over one another. This fituation is far from being

convenient ; for it is very difficult to afcend tiiofe ladders, moft of them being out of

order by frequent mounting ; and one's foot is apt to flip towards that fide which they

incline to : yet the negroes climb them with great eafe. At fun-fet, the muflvetoes iflue

forth in fwarms, and then the negroes betake themfelves to their platform. There they

fup and fmoke, and chat for a great part of the night, after which they fleep till day
in the open air. I had never ufed the precaution to take a tent with me ; fo that 1

lay with them and in their manner, that is, alinoft naked, the great heat not permitting

me to wear any fort of garment. The muflcetocs indeed were not fo troublefome here

as under cover ; ftill they fucked a good deal of blood, and every morning I had my
face disfigured with pimples. This, however, did not hinder me from pafling my nights

very agreeably.

Befides the amufement I received from the fables, dialogues, and witty ftorics, with

which the negroes entertained each other alternately, according to their cuftom ; I

was raviftied with beholding a fl^y ever blue and ferene, and befpangled with ftars

that flione forth with the brighteft luftre. Railed on this platform as on a fmall

obfervatory, open on all fides, I could eafily accompany thofe luminaries with my eye

in their common revolution from eaft to weft. Oftentimes, I did not lofe fight of the

upper edge of the diflc of the fun and of the larger ftars, till they plunged under the

horizon of the ocean : and it was not uncommon for me, to pay the fame attendance

upon fome ftars, much below the fecond magnitude ; though they could not be dif-

cerned after their rife, till towards the third or fourth degree of their afcenfion above the

horizon, by reafon of the vapours, which are more frequent upon land.

The negroes likewife pointed to me a confiderable number of the ftars, that form
the chief conftellatlons, as Leo, Scorpio, Aquile, Pegafus, Orion, Sirius, Procyon,

Spica, Canopus, befides moft of the planets, wherewith they were well acquainted. Nay,
they went fo far, as to diftinguifti (he fcintillations of the ftars, which at that time

began to be vifible to the eye. It is amazing, that fuch a rude and illiterate people

ftiould reafon fo pertinently in regard to thofe heavenly bodies ; for there is no man-
ner of doubt but that, with proper inftruments and a good will, they would become
excellent aftronomers ; by rtafon that they live in a climate that enjoys a clear Iky,

almoft the year round ; and, as they ipend their time out of doors, they have all man-
ner of conveniencies for examining, every moment, into what pafl'es in the ftarry

regions.

A few days after my return to the ifland of Senegal, the north part of the village

was burnt down to the ground. '] he reader may eafily imagine what havock the flames,

efpecially when fanned by a very Itrong north-eaft wind, mult have made among a

I parcel
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parcel of flraw huts, that flood extremely clofc to each other, and had been dried by
the heat of the fun. In vain did tho marabous climb on the top of the cottages, and
fpit into the blaze ; in vain did they mumble over their prayers, and act a thoufand
ridiculous mummeries ; not one of the hut,^, over \vhii:h they performed thofe charms,
efcaped : neither was the fury of the flames affuaged, till the inhabitants, finding the
inutility of thofe fuperftitious incantations, beftirred themfelves with all their might, in

throwing water and fand to extinguifli the fire. The day following, they endeavoured to

repair their lofs ; new cottages were raifed on the fame fpot ; and in a few days there were
no veftiges remaining of the damage done by this conflagration. So common are thefe

accidents in this country, that 1 remember fome years, wherein not a month, nay fome-
times not above a week or a fortnight elapfed, witout one hut or another taking fire :

and fometimes it fpreads with fuch fury, that in the fpace of five years, one half of
the village of Senegal, extending very near four hundred fathoms, was twice burnt
down to the ground, in lefs than four and twenty hours. The caufe of thefe misfortunes

is frequently unknown, for they commonly happen in the day-time, during the mofl
fcorching heats of the fun ; and the negroes are fo ufed to them, that they feklom lofe

either their lives or efteds, fo that they expeft them continually, without living under
any great apprehenfion.

The ifland of Sor is divided into two unequal parts by a fmall marigot, the mouth of
v'hich is oppofite to the fort on the ifland of Senegal. I entered it the firfl time, in my
pirogue, the 8th of December. This rivulet is fo narrow, that the branches of the

mangroves on each fide join together, and form a kind of ifle or covered alley, which
extends almoft a quarter of a league in length. I paid dearly for the fervice thofe trees

did me, in fheltering mc from the heat of the fun ; for in an inftant I was attacked by
a prodigious fwarm of mufketoes, and large flies*, whofe flings are as painful as thofe

of bees. My negroes, being naked, fuflered infinitely more than I ; their bodies were
covered with thefe infeds in fuch a manner, that they made fevei-al rows clofe upon one
another. I really believe fuch a fpedacle was never fcen before ; and that all thefe

flingings drained them of as much blood, as they would have lofl; by a copious bleed-

ing. This canal mufl have been the great thoroughfare for the mufl^etoes coming from

the bottom of the wood, which leems to be the genera! magazine of the country, from
whence they iffue out in fwarms, and fpread themfelves among the villages and other

places inhabited by man or bead.

Were it not for the above inconveniency, this rivulet would be the finefl place in the

world for a trip on the water. The breadth of it is from two to four fathoms ; with as

many, and fometimes more in depth. It is frequented by a great number of birds,

all excelling each other in beauty ; and efpecially by feveral Ipecies of the king-filher,

whofe plumage is agreeably depided with variety of the moft lively colours. There

you hear alfo a continual warbling of birds, with repeated echoes from the many trunks

of trees, with which the banks are lined. The two extremities thereof are flopped up
with a flioal, which admits of none hui pirogues to enter: yet taking the opportunity

of the tide, fliallops might be fent up it by the marigot of Kantai, to cut down a confi-

derable quantity of mangroves, moft of which are from twelve to fifteen inches in dia-

meter, and might be of excellent ufe for timber io build houfes. The bank at the caft

end of the rivulet is a flimy fand, which is bare at low water. When I palled that way,

half a dozen crocodiles lay flretchcd out before the fun, immoveable, like fo many pieces

of log-wood, on the ground. Whenever the negroes come near this place, they are fure

to lind thefe animals here ; and thence it is that ihey call this rivulet the marigot of the

diaftks, which, in their language, fignifies the rivulet of the crocodiles.

• Tabanus ; the gad-fly.

To
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To the right of this fhoal, I entered the mar'tpt of Kantai, where the 'negroes were

at that time very bufy in fifliing for the lamantin, or fea-cow. This fifh, which has

been mentioned by all voyagers, and which many have defcribed without being well ac-

quainted with it, and which probably gave rife to the fable of the mermaids, deferves fo

particular a defcription, that I fhall be excufed from faying any thing more about it in

this compendious narrative. There does not pafs a year in which the negro inhabi-

tants of this neighbourhood, who have referved the fifhery to themfelves, exclufive of

all others, do not catch half a dozen, the greateft part of which they fell to the fort of

Senegal. It is caught only in December and January, which are the mod favourable

months. The flefh of it is fine eating ; being of the colour of veal or pork^ and in tafte

partaking of both ; but it feldom is fo tender.

Afcending the Niger, as we came out of the marigots of Kantai and Guaira, I faw

along the coafl of Barbary the feveral gutters, which the fea had made the day before

by dafliing with fuch violence againft the fands. It was ftill high enough to pour its

• waters into the river ; and what is very remarkable, in regard to this effeft of a fwelling

fea, is, its having appeared feveral years fucceflively during the winter folftice, and not

in the equinoxes, as if the tides were llronger in that feafon of the year than in this.

Notwith (landing that I made all the hafte I could, yet I did not get back to the point

of the ifland of Senegal till fix in the evening ; and when I reached the fort, it was

night. For in thofe countries, where the nights and days are almofl equal the year

round, they have but very little twilight, and there is not the difference of a quarter

of an hour between fun-fct and darknefs : fo that, as foon as it is ten or fifteen degrees

below the horizon, an opake gloom fpreads itfelf over the furface of the earth, and it

is then as dark as midnight.

Pleafed with what I had learned by a conQant navigation for feveral months fuccefTively

in all the fmall rivers of the neighbourhood of the ifle of Sor, I was not willing to lofe

the opportunity of feeing their method of tillage, which was to be 'in the beginning of

the month of June the next year, in that ifland. Early in the morning, the 8th of

June, all the inhabitants attended the lord of the village into the field, finging and

dancing as on a great feftival : fome carried their tabor and pipe ; others had no other

tool or inftrument than a fmall fpade helved with a itick, which was bent in the middle,

and long enough to prevent their being obliged to ftoop to wcrk. After they had all

danced a few minutes on the very Ipor, the latter, without interrupting the cadence,

began to throw up the ground with their fpades, in order to root out the weeds.

During this operation they accorded fo well with the found and meafure of the inftru-

ments in their motions and finging, that you would have concluded all thofe hufband-

men to be profelTed dancers and fingers. It was pleafing to fee how they toffed their

arms and less, and into what contorfions they threw themlelves with an air of content,

according as" the found of the tabor was more or lefs quick, and as the guiriots gave

more Hfe to their finging. They were not to leave off working till night ; in two days

they were to refume their work again : and then their talk confifts in digging with the

fame fpade a few holes, into which they throw a few grains of millet, over which

they immediately fpread the earth with their feet. When this is done, they rely upon

the rains for every thing elfe, and they are excufed from all kind of labour till harveft

time. Their lougans, for fuch is the name they have given to their ploughed lands, are

generally inclofed with a hedge of thorns, or a kind of tithymallus, or herb fpurge, which

is never very large, nor tall. '1 he bark of it is fo white as to render it remarkable

above all other trees. It grows very fall after the manner of all foft wood, and when

cut, it (heds a large quantity of whice thick liquor like milk, which flows in great

abundance.
When
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When thefe huHiandmen were fet about their work, I left them to go a (hooting as

far as the village of Sornguiann, which is within a fmall half-league of Sor, or Sor-

baba. I killed fome woodpeckers, partridges, larks, and a few geefe. The geefe of

this country, which the negroes call hiit, have nothing pleafing in the colour of their

feathers ; but they are remarkable for a large bunch on their head, crowned with feveral

caruncles, which ferve for an ornament. Their Ihoulders, juft on the fpot where the

infledion of the wing is made, are alfo armed with a horn like a prickle, near an inch

in length: and they ufe it very dexteroufly againfl: birds of prey that want to attack

them.

My courfmg was greatly improved by the difcovery I made, keeping along the bank
of the neighbouring ?iiarigot of Sor-baba. There were frefh traces imprefTed in the

fand, which I eahly fount! to have been made by a crocodile : this excited my curiofity :

I wanted to follow the fccnt, in order to find out this animal ; but after feeldng for it

in vain, I came to a place about fifty paces diflant from the rivulet, where the fand

feemed to have been difturbed. My negroes judged that this might be the place where
the crocodile layed its eggs ; and they were not miltaken : for, after digging about

half a foot, they found thirty eggs, which they carried away, intending to make good
cheer with them. They were hardly larger than goofe eggs, but call a fmall fcent of

muflv, which would doubtlefs have been very agreeable to thofe who hke that fmell.

I had been now upwards of three years in the country without having had any op-

portunity of feeing the Ihnc-kiln. This is a place fo called from the lime made of fliells,

of which there is prodigious plenty in that neighbourhood. As it is on the bank of a

fmall river which communicates with the Niger, the paffage to it, from the ifland o^

Senegal, is eafy by water. I arrived there the 20th of Auguft, on board a veflel which
was going to load with lime. This is one of the moft delicious countries upon earth,

being diverfified with large plains, agreeable valleys, excellent pafturage at all times

for black and for fmall cattle, and with little rivers, the banks of which are covered

with mangroves and other trees in perpetual verdure. The chief of thofe rivers bears

the name of the lime-marigot : it is large, and very full of fifli, abounding efpecially with

fine eels, carp, and inacheirans. The latter is very good fiih, and extremely fat ; but it

is dangerous while alive, being armed on the two fins of each fide, and on that of the

back, with a very fharp dart, wherewith it wounds thofe who attempt to catch it.

Thefe wounds are venomous, and difficult to cure.

Going afliorc on the fouth fide of this marigot, I found rayfelf on a bank of fliells,

where a number of lime-kilns had been dug very near the fea-fide. This bank, though
bare of earth, was covered with a very thick wood ; there were even fome calabafh-trees

of above three feet diameter. I kept walking among the fljells as far as the village

called Montel, which is more than half a league from thence fouthward ; and I came
back another way, in order to difcover the breadth of it. What diverted me mofl in

in this expedition was, to fee the manner in which one of my negroes killed a crocodile

feven feet long. Having fpied this animal aflcep among brambles, at the foot of a tree

that grew near the bank of a river, he approached fo foftly as not to awake him, and theu

ftruck him very dexteroufly with his knife in that part of the neck where there are no
bones nor fcales, and pierced him nearly quite through. The animal, mortally

wounded, and curling himfelf, though with fome difficulty, hit the negro on the legs

with the end of his tail; and fuch was the violence of the blow, that he laid him ilat

upon the ground. The latter, without letting go his hold, rofe up again immediately ;

and, that he might have nothing to fear from the crocodile's devouring jaw, he en-

wrapped it with a paafi, while his comrade held the tail, and I got upon his body in

order to keep him down. Then the negro drew out his knife again, and cut off the
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head quite clean from the body. This expedition was foon over. The negroes did all

they could to drag the body of the crocodile as far as the veffel, for it was too heavy

for them to cari-y ; but finding their endeavours inefleftual, they got it into a boat in

order to put it on board. By this exploit my negro acquired high applaufe from all

the laptots of the veffel. and from the neighbouring inhabitants, who had been long ac-

quainted with his dexterity in hunting the crocodile. They did honour to their prey ;

for that very evening they ate feveral flices of it. I tailed Ibme, w hich to me did not

appear to havefoftrong a fcentofmufk, as' it is generally faid to have, and I found it

tolerable good eating.

The day follov/ing I made an excurfion on the other fide the lime-marigot, and was

not a little furprifed to find a great number of hills of red fand upwards of thirty feet

high, l^ht* neous, the * dethars, and feveral other fruit-trees, gave undoubted proofs

of the fecundity of this foil : I law camelcons on every flirub ; and when they were

touched, they changed from a green colour into black. , They had fine fport at

that time in hunting of grafshoppers, with which the earth was in fome meafure

covered ; for it is a miftake to imagine that this animal does not eat. Let not its meagre

body impofe on us : as many as I found, had their ftomachs filled with butterflies, and

cfpecially with grafshoppers ; which (hews that they do not fall fo rigidly as the vulgar

formerly imagined : but this is not the only error from which they ought to be fet free.

To return to the banks of oyfter-lliells which cover the lime-fields upvtards of half a

league ; the negroes have alfo their prejudices. Some of them tell us, that this bank

was the work of monkeys in former ages ; and that thefe animals, being then more
numerous than they are at prefent, ate up thofe oyflers. Others will have them to be

the fhells of oyfters which their forefathers fmoak-dried, as they themfeives ufed todo

not a great many years ago, when the mangroves of this river furnifhed them with

wood, as thofe of the river Gambia do to this very day. The French, who have exa-

mined thefe banks, and heard the reafonings of the negroes in regard to their formation,

are of the latter opinion. But even were we to grant both thefe points, ftill they will

be puzzled to account how thefe fhells Ihould be arranged thus in the regular manner

we find them, without any intermixture. Befides, the quantity of oyfters that could

be {helled and dried in a day, is fo very fmall in comparifon to the immenfe heap of

fliells in queftion, and would fuppofe fuch a feries of ages to form this bank, that the

thing lofeth all probability in the fupputation. Without having recourfe to fuch pre-

carious proofs, in order to explain in what manner this and fuch other heaps of fliells

have been formed, we have only to refleft on what pafleih in the river Gambia, where

the oyfters coiifiderably multiply on the roots of mangroves, and in feveral parts have

formed many high banks of fliells : and we fliall have rcafon to beli;-ve, that thefe fpots

were formerly the beds of rivers, where the oyfters alfo lived on mangroves ; that thefe

bids fucccflively changed place, and that the fea retiring left thefe banks bare, and

upon a level, eight or ten feet above its furface.

The 23d I returned to the ifland of Senegal in my pirogue': though It was very

light and tottering, yet I chofe rather to make ufe of it, than to wait for the con-

veniency of the vefl'el that had brought me from thence. My negroes ftrove who
fliould fwim the fafteft, and re-conducted me, in lefs than two hours, two leagues and

a half, which is the diftance from the lime-kiln to the ifland of Senegal. Notwithftand-

ing the roughnefs of the water, and a ftrong guft of wind which blew from the eaft

as we got out of the marigct ; yet not a fingle wave broke in upon us, nor did we
perceive the Icaft fprinkling, becaufe we were fheltered under the mangroves. The

* New fpecies of trees never yet defcribed,

vind
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wind was now quite down, and there were only a few large waves here and there

when a pirogue put ofF to crofs the river : the pirogue was fmall, and had three men in

it ; two of them rowed with a paddle, during which exercife they fung a kind of fong,

the burden of which 1 heard at a great diftance, and it was not dii'agreeable. The
negro, v.'ho fteered with his paddle, was probably in the fault ; or elfe he who was
employed in the middle to empty the water which entered the pirogue, mufl; have

inclined too much on one fide, and deftroyed its equilibrium ; or, v/hatever other caufe

it might be, the boat overfet, with the negroes in it. Though they were very adive

fellows, they had all the difficulty in the world to fet it right again
;

yet, at length, by
pufliing it backwards and forwards, and ftill continuing to fwim, they emptied the water

out of it, and got into it once more. In any other circumftance it would have been a

diverfion to fee their manner of acling, as well as the dexterity and ftrength with which
they extricated themfelves out of danger; and it maybe laid, that they fucceeded

extremely well. This accident is not uncommon ; but as they are all excellent

fwimmers, there is no inftance that any of them ever periflied.

Towards the middle of the next month, I had a prefent made me of a young fer-

pent of the gigantic fpecies. This prefent gave me great pleafure, becaufe it was the

firft of the kind that I had feen ; and I have (till preferved the fkin of it entire in my
cabinet. It had been lately caught in the marigot of the ifland of Senegal, and was yet

quite alive. The length of it was three feet and fomewhat more : its colour was a

yellow livid ground, with a large blackifii band all along its back, on which were
fcaitered a few yellow irregular fpots. There was a gloflinefs over its whole body,

which gave it a fmoolh polifh as if it was vamifhed. Its head was neither flat nor

triangular like that of a viper, but round and fomewhat long. This ferpent, fmall as

it was, gave me a fufficient idea to diflinguifh it from all the other fpecies
;

yet it was
only an imperfeft reprefentation of the large ones, of which I fliould never have

formed an adequate notion, if a little while after they had not brought me, at different

times, two of a middling fize, the largeft of which was twenty-two feet and a few inches

long, and eight inches broad. The colour of its fkin was a dark grey, with a few

yellowifli lines not very apparent : the fkin, ftretched out, was from five-and-twenty to

fix-and-twcnty inches broad. They left it with me entire, with a flice of its flelh, the

remainder of which was to ferve as a regale for feveral days, to the perfon who caught

it, together with the reft of the village. The head, which was flill to it, was of the

fame fize as that of a crocodile from five to fix feet ; its teeth were upwards of half

an inch long, ftrong and fnarp ; and its throat was more than wide enough to fwallow

a hare, or even a pretty large dog, without having any occafion to chew it.

By feeing thcfe two ferpents, which, according to the teftimony of my negroes and
of all thofe who had beheld great numbers of them, were but of an indifierent fize,

I had no longer the lead room to doubt of the truth of what I had heard a thoufand

times in that country, and which I had always looked upon as a fable. Even the

negroes themfelves, to whom 1 was indebted for thefe, affuretl me, that I had feen

nothing extraordinary, and that it was not unufual to meet with fome, within a few

leagues eafl: of the ifland of Senegal, as large and as long as the maft of a common fliip.

The people of Biflao told me, they had feen fome in their country, that were a great

deal longer than marts. It was not diflicult for me to judge, by comparing their accounts

to the ferpents I had before me, that the largeft of that fpecies, upon a juil computation,

muft be from forty to fifty feet long, and from one loot to one and a half broad.

The manner in which this animal feeks his prey, is not lefs extraordinary than his

enormous fize. He lurks in morafTes and places not far from the water. His tail is
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curled two or three rounds of a circle, which include a circumference from five to fix

feec diameter, over which he rears his head with part of his body. In this attitude,

and as it were immoveable, he throws his eyes all round, and when he perceives an

animal within reach, he darts upon it by means of the circumvolutions of his tail, which
have the fame effefl: as a flrong fpring. If the animal he has feized is too large to be

fwallowed up entire, (as for inftance, an ox, an antelope, or a large African ram), after

giving it a few bites with his deftrudtive teeth, he crulhcs and breaks its bones, either

by fqueezing iu with a few twifts, or by preffing it with the weight of his whole body,

which he Hides over it ; then he takes it up again into his mouth, and covers it with a

frothy fpittle, to render it more eafy to fwallow without chewing ; for he has this in

common with a great many more ferpents and lizards, which never chew their food,

but fwallow it up entire.

This monfter, terrible as he may feem by his fize and flrength, does not make the

ravage that one would naturally imagine. He is eafily difcovered, by reafon of his

voluminous fize, from whence arifeth the fecurity of animals weaker than himfelf.

His body, writhed in fpiral curls, appears at a great diftance like the brink of a

well ; and this is warning enough to travellers, and even to the cattle themfelves,

to turn another way. We never hear that he attacks the human fpecies ; at lead,

examples of this fort are very rare. Befides, the hunting of large animals, fuch as

horfes, oxen, flags, and other the like quadrupeds, whofe fafety depends upon their

legs, is not very agreeable to him, either becaufe he finds it too troublefome, or it is

not fo fure, or their flelh is not agreeable to his palate. He is much better pleafed

with devouring other lefler ferpents, lizards, and efpecially toads and locufts, which

(tern to rife in clouds in this country, only to fatisfy his all-devouring jaws. Upon the

whole, it may be faid of thefe ferpents, that they do more good than harm, fince they

cleanfe the earth of an innumerable number of noxious infeds and reptiles, which would

otherwife oblige the inhabitants to defert thofe fruitful countries, where they are now
fettled ; fo that it is the intereft of the negroes, to fuffer thofe monfters to live

unmolefted.

But to refume the thread of my narration : The neceflity I was under of returning

ten times to the fame places, and in different feafons, gave me an opportunity, the 1 2th

of the month of Oftober, of difcovering a thing which was very remote from my
thoughts. Crolfing, at leaft the twentietli time, the Wood Ifland, in order to reach

the village of Kionk, I perceived feveral fmall fiflies in morafles formed by rain-water.

They were all of the fame fpecies ; and, by their lively red, I knew them to be the

lefler kind of roaches. The rains had fubfided, and the water was beginning to dry

up in thofe ponds; a fure fign that the fifli were not long-lived. They muft have

died very foon, for I faw the ground two days after, when the waters were dried up.

One would imagine, that the fpecies was lofl: for ever in regard to that particular fpot j

but, far from it, the next year new ones appeared, entirely like thofe of the preceding

years. Here is a fact the more worthy of notice, as it does not appear by what means
the filh could be conveyed to that place j for, on the one hand, the ponds, though

deep, have no communication with the waters of the Niger, which is about three hun-

dred fathoms from thence ; and befides, this fpecies of fifh is unknown to that river

:

fo that it cannot be fuppofed, that any of the aquatic birds fliould bring away the eggs.

Surely nobody will pretend to fay, that the roaches lay their eggs every year in the

bottom of thofe ponds, where they are preferved during the nine months of drought,

till the return of the rain ; becaufe the fame difficulty would Hill fubfift in regard to the

origin of the firft. It would be at leaft equally abfurd to imagine, that their feeds were

9 conveyed
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conveyed to other places by vapours, which, as they fell down, fcattered them here and

there into different bafons.

I flopped on this morafs no longer than was neceffary to crofs it, becaufe it was very

late. Thence I proceeded to a fine country, where, in the midfl: of a prodigious quantity

of uncommon plants, the nardlfus ccylunicus * diflinguifhed itfelf, as well by its agreeable

flavour, as by the whitenefs of its flowers. I arrived at Kionk juft as the night came
on, which the mufketoes made me pafs very difagreeably. Notwithflandlng all the

precautions which the governor of the village had taken to fcreen me from their pur-

fuits, by making me lodge in one of his own huts, newly plaiftered with mud and

cow-dung, and filling it all night with fmoke ; ftill there entered" a fuflicient number
of thofe noifome infeds to drive me almoft mad. This, together with the ftink of

the dung and the fmoke, infupportable to any other of the human fpecies but negroes,

obliged me to decamp. I ran all over the village from hut to hut, to look for better

quarters. Wherever I entered, I found the beds all full : without regard to fex, age,

kindred, or condition, they all lay promifcuoufly fide by fide, fometimes five or fix,

and even eight in the fame bed, naked as they came out of their mother's womb. But

what furprized me the moft was, the profound quiet with which they flept in the

midfl of fo thick a fmoke, that one would imagine it mufl have fuffbcated them.

In fliort, after rambling about a good deal, I had no other refource left, than to lay

myfelf down in the open air on two mats, extended between two fires ; and even

here, the mufketoes made me pay very dear for a few moments of reft.

With impatience I waited for day ; and as foon as it began to peep, the lord of the

village, defirous of diverting me with a walk, conduced me into his gardens. The
whole neighbourhood was very agreeable ; the fallow grounds formed large meadows,

checkered with mangroves and calabafh-trees, which made a delightful landfcape. At
that time the fmall millet, which the negroes live upon, and which in their language

they call doiigoup-nioul* , ftiewed its golden ears. The grain was almoft ripe, and drew

an infinite number of birds, that made a vaft havock. In order to fcare them away,

the inhabitants had crofTed their longans with a great number of threads, to which

they hung fliells, bones, and other luch bodies, that are apt to make a noife upon

the leaft collifion. The whole was. to be put in motion by four cords, which were

flretched to four corners of the field, where jull as many women or children kept

watch upon flieds or covered platforms, from feven to eight feet high, and each of

them drew a cord, as foon as ihcy law the birds come near. Befides this noife, they

made a loud hallooing, and kept clapping their hands. This watch was to continue

till the millet was fit to cut ;
yet in fpite of all their care and vigilance, they were

often deceived by the feathered plunderers. Small herigalis, black and red fparrows,

and other pretty birds, which change their colour once a year, and which the French call

fencgalis, flocked thither every morning in vafl numbers. But the moft terrible fcourge of

all was a large fpecies pf yellow and black fparrows, clouds of which fell like hail upon

the grain ; and when they had fpread defolation in one quarter, they flew to another.

Let their ftay be never fo fliort, and very often before the negroes had time to put

their fcare-crow in motion, thefe birds did irreparable mifchief. I have read in fome

relation, that the ^Egyptians have no other remedy; but either they nmlt low more

grain, or the deftrufltivs fparrows muft be lefs numerous in their country, fince we do

not hear that they occafion famines fo frequently as among our negroes.

• Narci.Tus ccylanicus, flore albo hexagono odorato. Com, Hort, Amjl. vol. i. page 75. tab. 59.

\ Panicum Indicum^ fpica longiffima. C B. Pin. pag. 17.
' Near
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Near thofe fields of millet there were lougans of cotton, indigo, tobacco, water-

melons, French-beans, and other legumes. Each of them was inclofed with a hedge

of brambles, with which was entwined a fpecies of wild cucumber, known in the

country by the name oi inoi-moi *
. This plant was loaded with a fmall fruit, which is

of a fine coral red when it comes to full maturity ; and fome of it had been plundered

by the ferpents, lizards, and birds. My people perceiving the fruit, gathered a good
deal of it, which they prefented to me, after tafting of it themfelves. I had known
it a long time ; and had feen the people of the country eat of it ofren ; nay I had

feveral times eat as many as a dozen, to quench my third in the violent heats, without

ever feeling any bad confequence, or the leafl inconveniency : but that day I thought

proper to eat a much larger quantity of it. I dined towards noon with a very good
appetite ; and 1 likewlfe fupped without feeling any bad fymptom. It was not till nine

o'clock that this fruit began to operate, when I was fuddenly feized with a lulFocating,

or ftoppage of breath ; afterwards it worked me as violently as any emetic I ever took

ill my life ; and this operation hifted near eight hours. One of my negroes, who was

twenty years of age, and who had eaten more plentifully of this fruit tiian I, was feized

in like manner towards midnight ; but did not get off fo cheap. This emetic continued

to work him above four and twenty hours, with fuch violence, that he did not know
whereabouts he was all the time ; and it had like to have cofl him his life. Had fuch

an experiment been made on puvpofe, I do not think a more favourable fuccels could

be expefted from it : and what is moft remarkable, each fuffered in proportion to the

quantity he had eaten of this fruit ; but it had no effeiSt at all on him who eat only

a dozen ; and even he who fuffered molt by it, was as well two days after, as if he

had not been ill at all.

Tired with going through fo may hardfliips at Kionk, I returned to the ifland of

Senegal, where I arrived time enough to be prefent at the feaft of the tabajke. The
Mahometans, of the fcft of Sina-Ali, founded this feall to commemorate the nativity

of their prophet: it falls yearly towards the middle of the Oftober moon; and this

year it was celebrated the i8th. The whole day was fpeiit in feafting and merriment,

during which time the Saint, in whofe honour the feltival had been inftituted, feemed

to be very remote from their thoughts. It ended with a general dance in the favana^

pver-againd the forts, whither people of all ages and fexes repaired. The ball was

opened at four in the afternoon, with tabor and pipe and vocal mufic. The young

people, in their gayeft array, difplayed their feveral abilities in this kind of divcrfion.

When they had tired themfelves for two hours, in dancing according to the manner
t)f the country, that is, in poftures and movements the mofl indecent, and moft oppofite

to our ideas of modefty and fhame, the fcene varied : they made a large circle, to give

place to lords and perlons < f difUnclion, who were mounted on horles magnificently

caparifoutd. Nothing could be more entertaining than to fee thofe proud courfers,

forgetting their mettle and fire, and conforming to the intent of the feftival : they

.railed their feet and touched the grouud lightly,and in cadence ; all the movements of

their bodies exadly accorded with the found of the inftruments ; in a word, their

geftures bore a pertecl relemblance to a moll regular dance. The feftival feemed to

be iiiU;nded for them only, fo greatly were they afledled with it, and fo fenfible of

applaufe. I do not think there can be a nobler fight than that of hoilcs trained to

this txercife, and efpecially of fuch fine beautiful creatures as our Arabian horfes of

Senegal. The horfemen themfelves greatly added to thofe fports ; for they managed

' Bryonia folio angulofo acuto glabro. Burm. The/, Zeyl, pag. 48. tab. 19. fig. i.

8 their
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their horfes, and made them imitate whatever they pleafed, feigning by their geflure

and attitude, fonietimes a combat, and other times a juftling, a chice, or dance. The
fpedtators, wrapped in admiration, were difpleafed at the too rapid approach of
night, which put an end to amufements, where nought was heard but joy, feftivitv,

and mirth.

A journey over b,nd from the ifland of Senegal to /a Chaiix, or the lime-kiln, was
likely to giv^e me a further knowledge of a country, that had pleafed me fo greatly

at my firft vifit. I undertook it the 4th of November: my pirogue carried me a
league and a quarter by water, as far as the port of Galel, where J. went afhore,

intending to walk to the village of the fame nam.e, about five hundred fathoms from
the river fide. The way was over barren fands, and that day was remarkable for one
of the fultrieft eafl winds that had been ever felt in this feafon : but the heat I endured
in travelling over thofe fands was nothing, when compared to what I fuffered in the

road to the lime-kiln.

I had now a long league to reach that place. In fetting out I went over a fandy

difagreeable plain, where, among other fpinous Ihrubs that are fond of a very dry foil,

1 met with what the Jallols call the tiiotoiitt : it has a good deal of that refmous gum,
known by the name of bdellium ; and its branches ferve for a fokiou, that is, for a

tooth-picker to the women of the country. Though the fun had not yet reached the

meridian, the fluids were all on fire ; and my fhoes were foon cracked and burnt with

the fcorching heat. At any other time I fhould have moiftened thofe burning fands

with drops of fweat ; but the eafl wind is naturally fo parching, that, notwithflanding

the violent heat of the air and the fun, my Ikin was dried up, before the fweat had
time to fliew iifclf. I had violent prickings over all my body ; and the blood often-

times opened itfclf a paflage through my pores, which the fweat could not pervade.

My negroes were no longer of a black complexion, but as red as copper : they were

tormented with thirft, the infeparable companion of parching heat, which obliged

them to hang out their tongues, in order to breathe more freely. I was as thirfly as

they ; and 1 may venture to affirm, that this is one cif the greateft miferies a perfon

is expofed to in thefe fcorching plains, where there is not a drop of water to be had.

No doubt but it would have been very great relief to us, almofi perifning with thirfl,

and broiled in the fun : but the inhabitants of that country are not like thofe of more
temperate climates ; they keep no refervoirs of water on the high roads for the

accommodation of travellers.

After having walked an hour over thofe fands, expofed to the fcorching rays of

the fun, I came to a dry meadow, full of thick rufhes, from three to four feet high,

which greatly tried my patience. What little water there was, I found it faltilh,

flagnatcd, and fpoilt by crabs. Never did 1 behold fuch a light of thofe animals as

on this very fpot : fome were red, others dark grey, with fuch prodigious claws, that

they could cafily fpan my leg, without fqueezing it. In fine, this continued forefl

of ruflits (for I met with nothing clfe for the fpace of half a league) brought me as far

as the lime-bank.

I was fo tired that I wanted to refl myfelf : for wlii;h reafon I flaid here fome
time, and dined under the trees, with a few provifions and a water-melon, which I

had brought with me from Galel. This is a very wholefome fruit, cfpecially after

repafl ; and I have often cat for my own defert, froin five to fix pounds of it, without

any inconveniency or furfeit, though I had made a hearty dinner. While I was feated

under thofe trees, I heard the parakites and parrots over my head ; and fome of the

kernels of acacias and gum-trees, which they were eating, dropped down at my feet.

la
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In the mean time my negroes, who had fuffered greatly by the exceflive heat, were

rubbing their foreheads with live toads, a few of which they found under the briars

:

this is their ufual remedy, when they are afflifted with a megrim or dizzinefs ; and

it gave them relief. I fuffered as much from the fame complaint as they, and (hould

readily have follo\'Ced their example : but the want of being ufed to thofe animals,

together with an almofh invincible repugnance, which I look upon as natural to

every body that has not been accuftomed to handle them, hindered me from having

recourfe to this innocent and wholefome remedy.

I came back the fame way I went to the lime-kiln, for there is no other. In the

meadow I killed nj]ama7it *, and a buftard of a different fpecies from the European :

It differs in the colour of its feathers, which are generally of a dark grey ; its neck is

alfo very long ; and, like the lark, it has a kind of tuft on the back part of its head.

The French in that country call it a flying-oflrich : whether this name fuits it or not,

this is not a fit place to examine ; it may be faid, however, that the above bird refembles

an oflrich in many refpeQs.

It was very late when I paffed within fight of Galel ; and the negroes had fet fire to

the herbs and brambles, as well to render the country paffable, as to prepare it for being

fown the next year. Thus the heat of nodurnal fire fucceeded to that of the fun ; and

I walked by the light thereof as far as the port, where I embarked for the ifland of

Senegal. There I arrived fo fatigued and exhaufted, which was alfo the cafe with my
negroes, that I do not think I ever flood more in need of repofe in my whole life.

In this and every expedition I made fmce the month of June, my principal view was

to acquire fome knowledge of the plantations of indigo. I was curious to know what

quantity and quality the negroes fow in the neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal,

beeaufe I had a mind to repeat fome experiments, which I had imparled in proper time

to the Eafl-India Company. Thofe people do not take much pains to draw the die out

of this plant : they are fatisfied with gathering the leaves at any time of the year,

with pounding them in a mortar to reduce them to a pafte, and with making
them up into loaves, in order to preferve them dry. When they want to make
ufe of them, they diffolve them in a kind of lye, made of the afhes of an un£tuous

plant which grows in their fields, and by them is called r/jeme f. This diffolution im-

bibes a tinclure of the indigo, into which they dip their linen cold, as often as they

think neceffaiy, according to the deepnefs of the colour.

I know what fympathy there is between the cacrelats and indigo ; but, as often as I

happened to leave a bundle of this plant in my room in the night time, I was fure to

find fome hundreds of thofe infe£ts lodged in it the next day ; and it feemed as if they

were all got together. They are as troublefome as they are common in the ifland of

Senegal. Though they are fcarce an inch thick, they do an incredible deal of mifchief.

They gnaw linen, fheets, wood, paper, books, and, in fhort, whatever comes in their

way : they attack even the aloes, the bitternefs of which keeps off all other infefts.

They are likewife very difagreeable by the ftench that comes from their bodies ; and

they are mofl horrid enemies to the perfons with whom they take up their quarters ;

for they never ftir out till night, then they hover round the room, and make as great

a noife as if there was a large cage full of birds. In fhort the cacrelat multiplies fo faff,

that it would be a mofl dangerous infed, had it not a great number of enemies.

Thofe it has the mofl reafon to be afraid of, are the fpider and the fourd : the

latter is a fpecies of lizard, faid to be venomous, and as lickerifh after the cacrelat as

* Phoenicopterus Bahamenfis. Catejhy, -vol. i. tab. 73 £5* 74-

t Portulaca raarina latifolia, flore luave rubcnti. Plum. Cat. pag. 6.
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the fpiJer. They both ref.de in bed-chambers as well as that InkCt, and are at

continual wcr v/ith it ; which fecures the tranquillity of thofc with whom they have once

taken up their quarters. The hedge-hog likewife perfeciites it : that of Senegal diSers

from the European in fize only : it paffes, like the latter, fomc part of the low feafon,

th.at is, of the cold and dry feafon, in a fpecies of lethargy, during which it abftains from

nourifhment, rarely going abroad in fearch of any ; but it k.iows very well how to

repair this loL in the fummer nights. I kept one for above three years in my chamber,

where it did me immenfe fervice, by freeing me from fpiders, ccicrelats, fourds, ants, and

other infcdts, with which the room had been infefted. The hedge-hog is exceeding

good eating, and very tender, efpecially if you take it about the time when it begins

to enter into its lethargic fleep.

Another inconveniency, efpecially during the winter or low feafon, are the fand-fleas,

which are {o called hecaufe they lodge in the land of inhabited huts. Thefe are fo

full of them, that as foon as you fet foot therein, they cover you all over ; and they

are fo very fmall, that you can perceive them only by their numbers. They do not

bite hard ;
yet, when there are great multitudes of them, ihey produce an itching or fling-

ing almoft intolerable. What is mod extraordinary in this infecl, it never leaps or jumps

higiier than three or four inches : fo that, when aperfon takes care to keep himfelf half

a foot above ground, he is fure there is nothing to fear from that quarter.

This, I believe, is the proper place, fince I am upon the article of Senegal, to take

notice alfo of fame of its advantages. Though the heats of this climate are exceffive,

to fuch a degree, that their winter is much warmer than our fummer in France, yet

they are fupportable. One is accuftomed to them by degrees ; becaufe the air is every

day refreflied with fea and land breezes, which blow alternately. The way therefore

for aperfon to cool himfelf, is to .catch the fanning breezes, or to take fhelter within

doors, when there is a thorough air, .and the windows are made of fine linen.

It is to thefe heats that they are partly indebted for the fertilhy of their lands. The
fands of this ifland are converted into gardens of coiifiderable produce. Independently

of the legumes and fruits of the country, fuch as the Guinea ofe'ille^ batates, ananas,

guavas, and fome others, they likcwife plant, in the Avinter feafon, moflof the European

herbs and legumes. The fig-tree, the pomegranate, and the vine, are loaded every

year with excellent fruit. "With a little labour and care, there is no fruit nor grain

but would grow there in great plenty : ihcy might raife whatever they want, and

generally all the neccffaries of life. In fliort, the foil of the Ifland of Senegal, notwith-

flanding its being fo fandy, is yet fo very fruitful, that a great many plants yield feveral

times a yeai'. This I faw myfelf, in a garden which I kept on purpofe for fuch experi-

ments : and what without all manner of doubt will appear very furprifing, is, my
having fown particular legumes of which I had above twelve crops the fame year. But

this curious detail I refer to another work.

There is not perhaps a country' in the world where poultry are more common.

They breed turkeys, Guinea-hens, geefe, ducks, and a prodigious number of fowls.

Their pigeons are in admirable perfection ; and their hogs multiply very fall. There

is alfo plenty of fifh, and efpecially in the Niger, where you may catch carps with vour

hand.- This rivers, befides the lamantin or fea-cow, abounds in captains, * nmllets,

furmulkts, foles, rays, and other excellent fifli : it has alfo plenty of crabs and lobftcrs.

Mod of thefe fifli come from the fea : and it is laid, that when they arc caught in the river

* A Tifli To called, becaufe it is very red, and its fins refemble a feaiher: it i« v«ry likea tarp,but larger.
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it improves them : becaufe the mixture of the frefli with the fait water makes them
more deh'cate and tender. To all thefe advantages we may add the pleafure of fporting;

for this ifland is furniflied with little moor-hens, with larks, thruflies, fea-partridges,

and vellow wag-tails, or, to exprefs myfelf better, the ortolans of the country : thefe

are fmall lumps of fat, exceedingly well tafted.

The only thing wanting in the ifland of Senegal, are walks ; for they fay it is too

fmall, and too naked. They might, without doubt, have umbrageous avenues for the

fake ofa {hady walk, were they to plant calabafli-trees, and the like, which delight in

moifl: fands : but of what ufe would it be, to make a harbour for the muflietoes, that

is, for a greater plague than the moft excelTive heats ? Of what fervice would thofe

avenues be in a country, where the time of walking is not till fun-fet ? Ought they

to regret this lofs, when they have gardens enamelled with perpetual verdure, which

every day prefent the eye with new decorations, where fuch a multitude of flowers, as

agreeable by their fragrant odours as by the variety of their colours, fhoot up almoft with-

our care or culture ? There you fee, fweetbafil of all fizes and colours, tuberofes, daffo-

dills, afphodel-lilies ; among which the night-fliade, the African pink, the amaranth, and

pomegranates in bloflbm, produce an excellent effeft. The blue and gilt lizards, with

butterflies and other infefts, all equally beautiful, delight in coming hither to mix their

difl^erent colours, and to diverfify that famenefs which one fees in moft gardens.

I had taken a plan of the Wood Ifland, as well as of that of Griel, the lime-kiln, the

iflands of Sor, Bokos, and feveral others ; and nothing further remained for me than

to add the point ot Barbary and the falt-pans to it : then I fhould have a complete map
of the neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal, from the village of IVIouitt to the mouth

of the Niger, as far as the village of Torkhod, feven leagues to the north. The
defire I had of finifliing a work already far advanced, and which had cofl: me fuch a

deal of trouble, and fo many excurfions over the burning fands, induced me to under-

take an expedition to the falt-pans. I therefore embarked the 15th of June, 1753, on

board, a veflel that was going to trade there for fait. As it was well equipped, and

the wind proved favourable, we foon got beyond the Englifli ifland, which is only a

flip of marfliy land, a hundred faihoms in diameter, covered with reeds and almoft

impenetrable mangroves. We paflfed the ifle of Bokos with the fame quicknefs ; and

as foon as we came acrofs the fouth point of the marigot of Del, I went on fliore in

order to fathom the neighbouring parts, while the veflel continued its courfe to the

place where it was to anchor.

Walking over the fands of this point, I met with fuch a multitude of ferpents, that

they feemed to grow wherever I trod : fortunately for m.e they were neither large nor

venomous, being hardly fo big as one's little finger ; fo that their bite could not be

dangerous. Thefe fands brought me to the falt-pans, which were two-thirds of a

leao'ue from the marigot ; they are a kind of niorafs, Irom two to three hundred fathoms

long, and one third broad, filled with a fait water extremely fltarp. It is fo impreg-

nated with fait, as to yield one third of its quantity, and rather more ; and, when con-

gealed, it covers the bottom with a thick folid cruft. The negroes enter up to the

knee, and oftentimes deeper, into this water, which may be faid almoft to boil with

the heat of the fun. They are provided with ftakes of hard wood, with which they

break the fait ; and afterwards they carry it to the river fide, where the French traflick

with them. This fait is generally fo white as to dazzle the eye : fome of it is alfo of

a carnation colour : but it has always a bitter (harpnefs, difagreeable to the tafte ; and it

is this corrofive quality, that reiiiers it not fo proper for falling of frefli meat and fifh.

Q One
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One would imagine, that thefe fait morafTes have fome communication with the fea.

I had been of this opinion, before I vifited the fpot; but then I perceived the impofli-

bility of it. They are feparated from the Niger by a neck of land, of above five hun-

dred fathoms, where a chain of fand-hills rifcth, which neither the waters of the river,

nor even thofe of the fea, when moft tempeftuous, do ever reach. The furvey I took

of this ground that day, convinced me further, that the bottom of this morafs is higher

than the furface of the river : whence I concluded, that we mud trace the origin of this

fait, which is every year produced in fuch abundance, up to fome other caufe than the

actual communication of the fea-watev.

When I had examined the falt-pans, and finifhed all my furveying, I went to the

trading place called by the name of Piquet, where the exchange of goods was to be

made, and oppofite to which the vefl'el had anchored. The agent for this bufmefs

had already caufed a tent to be pitched upon the fhore, and fome huts to be built of

leaves of trees, under which we were to lie. The negro lord, mafter of the falt-

pans, otherwife called korom ajfoii, or kram ajfoti, having notice of his arrival, came to

pay him a vifit. He feemed to be about forty ; was large, and well made : his com-
plexion was not a deep black, but with a little tincture of red : he had a noble air,

though not handfome ; a quick conception, an eafy carriage, and a foft agreeable tone

of voice : he explained himfelf very well, and with gravity. After half an hour's con-

verfation, when he had agreed with the agent, he condufted us a quarter of a league

off to the village of Guebenn, of which he was governor. There he received us very

civilly, and even with a politenefs which one could hardly have expefted from a man
of his colour. He gave us a collation of new milk, palm wine, icaqiie plums, called

curat, and other fruits of the country. He had fummoned all the young people of the

village to give us a ball ; and accordingly they attended us, dancing to vocal and in-

ftrumental mufic, as far as the trading place, where they continued thefe fports till

midnight. Dancing is the favourite entertainment of the negroes ; they fometimes

bring young children with them that can hardly {land : one would be apt to fay, that

they are born dancing, to fee the exa£tnefs of their movements. The fame amufe-

ments were renewed every evening. In fliort, this good man did all he could to pro-

cure us diverfion j and this was not a fmall comfort to us in fo defert and forlorn a

place.

The next day I went to reconnoitre the neighbourhood of Mouitt, which is within

two thirds of a league to the fouthward of Piquet. It is a pretty large trading village,

advantageoufly fituate on a hill well planted with calabafh-trees, and wild figs, of a

vej-y great height ; the latter bear a ftrong rcfcmblance to the fycamore of the ancients.

By the way 1 pafTed near a great number of fmall falt-pans, full of a ftrong red fait,

infinitely more fliarp and more corrofive than that of the large falt-paiis of Guebenn.

I likewile met with foxes, antelopes, and the footfteps of wild boars and wolves lately

imprinted on the fand : but the fliooting of thofe animals, with which I was well ac-

quainted, did not tempt me fo much as that of certain black birds, which I defcried

eaflward of the village. They were fo like a turkey, both as to fize and feathers, that

one might very cafiiy miftake them. I killed two with the fame fliot, one male, and

the other female. They hud both a kind of black hollow helmet on the head, of the-

i'ame bulk and figure as that of the cafoar ; upon their neck they had a long plate like

a very bright vellum, which was red in the male, and blue in the female, lliis bird

might be tiie gaUinacbc of the Portuguefe, or what the French in the American iflands

call marchan ; but the negroes give it the name of gidnar. The inhabitants of this neigh-

4 Q 2 bourhood
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bourhood look upon It as a tnarabou, that is, as a facred animal
;
perhap?, becaufe it

generally lives longer than the fmall ferpents, fo common in the neighbourhood, and
for which the negroes have a fiiperftitious veneration. They could not bear that I

{hould be fo audacious as to facrlfice their marabous to my pleafure : nay, they looked

upon me as a conjurer, when I brought them to the ground with the very firfl fliot

;

for they imagined thofe birds to be invulnerable. They carried their fuperflition fo

far, as to tell me, that I fliould infallibly die on my journey, for having comnatted fo

heinous a crime.

This action did not gain me the efteem of the inhabitants of Mouitt : however, I got

away from thence without any harm, and continued my journey towards the village of

Guioel and Guebenn, where I found a ftrub, csMedfoudenii in the country ; it is a kind

of alkamia *, the leaves of which are ufed by the negro men and women to give a

red die to their nails, and they never lofe this colour till they come to grow again. From
thence I continued my journey as far as the village of Del, and then I returned to the

trading place. The banks of the Niger were at that time covered in this fpot with a

fmall kfnd of filh, fcarce fo large as half a gdofe quill : they were white and tranfpa-

rent as chryflal, and each fide of them was marked with a narrow filvcr line.

After fpending three days at the falt-pans of Guebenn, I fet out from thence the

i8th in the evening, and returned to the ifland of Senegal, direfting my courfe by the

point of Barbary, in order to be able to fettle it in my map. I travelled very near

three leagues on foot, coafting its fands through all their windings, from the bar upon
the weftern bank of the Niger, as far as the village of Gueutt, which is parallel to the

middle of the ifland of Senegal. My canoe followed me along fliore, and kept as near

to land as poflible, In order to take me in, if I fliould happen to be flopped by a

rivulet, or by any of thofe thickets of tamarlik and fanar, which are fcattered upon the

coaft. All the way I faw nothing but yellow crabs, which covered the earth in fuch

a manner, that fometimes I went over plains of above fifty fathoms, without being

able to dlfcover one foot of bare ground. On thofe white fmds the fea bind-weed f
expanding its purple flowers, amidfl; the agreeable verdure of its trailing flalks, formed
altogether an admirable embroidery. The flirubs I faw there were a fev/ tamarifl;s,

the h'idel-ojjar I, the paretuiver §, thefanar§, the fpartiuni||, theconocarpu.s<^.[; and great

numbers of loUiia **, and kaqueii. The latter is a receptacle for a kind of red ants,

which lodge in its branches : among the leaves they form a kind of nefl:, from whence
they aflTall thofe who are fo imprudent as to draw neai" to gather the fruit ; and they

bite them mofl: unmercifully. I could not efcape thofe infefts, as I had a good deal of

the wood to traverfe. There was fomething fo venomous in their fl;ing, that my face

and hands were covered with blifters, as if they had been fcalded : the pain was not

aflTuaged, till I got thoroughly wet with a heavy rain, which fell in the beginning of

the night, and was attended with thunder and lightning, by the help of which I faw

my way to crofs the river, and got back to the ifland of Senegal.

* Lifruftrum ^nyptiura, el liemie vfl tatnai-endi. P. Alp. M^yp. pag. 23.

f Convolvulus mariinis catlianicus, folio rotundo, florc purpurco. Plum. Plant, it FAmirlque, pag. 89,
//d. 104.

X Beidel-ofTar. P. Alp. JEgyp. pag- 85. § Trees which have not been yet defcribed.

II
Spartium fcandens, citrcis foli;s, floribus albis, ad iiodos confertim nafcentibus. Plum. Cat. pag, jg.

% Conocarpus. Linn. Hort. Cl'if. pag. ^^;^.
** Lobelia fruttfcens, portulaci folio. Plum. Gen. pag. 21.

\^ Icaco fruitu ex albo rubefcente. Plum. Gen. pag. 43.

As
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As foon as I arrived there, I began to think of returning to France, 1 had been

abfent from home upwards of four years ; and during that time I had had occaficn to

make as numerous a (cries of obfervations, as could reafonably be expeSed in the fet-

tlemcnt of Senegal : at leafl if there were any more remaining, they were only fuch as

might be deemed a mere matter of curiofity, or generally efcape the eye of even the

mofl clear fighted, or require too long a ftay to finifli. Thefe confiderations were fuf^

ficient to determine me ; and as feveral veflcls were expeded that very fame monih, I

refolved to embrace that opportunity.

Though I had fent yearly into France to Meflleurs de Reaumur and de JufTieu, a

great number of animals, birds, fifhes, Infeds, herbs, feeds of plants and other pro-

duftions of the country, according as they fell in my way ;
yet I was fenfible that

many things were ftill ^vanting, efpecially feveral trees and fhrubs which had never yet

been fcen in Europe, not even in the king's gardens. Being apprized of the particu.

lar encouragement his majefty vouchfafes to give to botanifts, and excited moreover

by the orders of the Duke d'Ayen, which I received by means of M. B. de Juifieu, I

thought my honour concerned, as a naturalift, not to return to France, without

bringing along with me the mofl remarkable plants that grow in the fccrching climate

of Senegal, to add them to thofe which his majefty has coUeded, from both hemi-

fpheres, and which are prefcrved with fuch tafte and magnificence in the green-houfcs

at Trianon, Choifi, and Paris.

With this view I refolved to take one trip more to Podor ; and accordingly I fet

out the tenth of July with a favourable wind. Since I had been in the country, I

had never feen but two European plants, the tamarifk and purflane : and this third

expedition gave me an opportunity to obferve, that of all the trees which line the banks

of the Niger, there is not an eighth part, but what are of a very hard fpinous wood,

chiefly acacias, taller and flenderer in proportion as they are more remote from the fea-

coaft. But what ftruck me moft, was the fhooting of monkeys, which I enjoyed within'

fix leagues this fide of Podor, on the lands to the fouth of Donai, otherwife called

Coq ; and I do not think there ever was better fport. The veffel being obliged to

flay there one morning, I went on fhore, to divert myfelf with my gun. The place

was very woody, and iull of green monkeys, which I did not perceive but by their

breaking the boughs on the tops of the trees, from whence they tumbled down upon
me : for in other refpects they were fo filent and nimble in their tricks, that it would

have been difficult to hear them. Here I ftopped, and killed two or three of them, before

the others feemed to be much frighted : however, when they found themfelves wounded,

they began to look for fhelter ; fome by hiding themfelves among the large boughs ;

others by coming down upon the ground ; others, in fine, and thcfe were the greateft

number, by jumping from one tree to another. Nothing could be more entertaining,

when feveral of them jumped together on the fame bough, than to fee it bend under

them, and the hithermoft to drop down to the ground, while the reft got further on,

and oihers were ftill fufpended in the air. As this game was going on, I continued

ftill to fhoot at them ; and though I killed no Icfs than three and twenty in lefs than

an hour, and within the fpace of twenty fathoms, yet not one of them fcreeched the

whole time, notwithftanding that they united in companies, knit their brows, gnafhed

their teeth, and feemed as if they intended to attack me.

My firft care, upon my arrival at Podor, was to gather as many plants as poffible

for the king's garden ; and I had great fuccefs in collcfling and putting into two large

chefts three hundred different trees, before I left the fadory : for the laft time I went a

4 fhooting

,
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fliooting, upon my return to the neighbourhood of Bokol, which was on the fecond ofAu-
guft, by walking in the heat of the fun, I had been feized with a burning fever, of that

maUgnant fort which carries off mod Europeans in lefs than two days. Thus this voyage

proved more dangerous to me, than all my former expeditions and fatigues, in the fpace

of four years, during which time I never had the leafl illnefs. I was three days with-

out any affiftance, before I arrived at the ifland of Senegal, where I ftruggled with the

diftemper a whole month ; and after a relapfe, which brought me within an inch of my
grave, at length I totally recovered. My youth, and a found conftitution, which had

never been hurt by debauch, together with the generous afliftance of the tenderefl of

friends*, preferved my hfe.

Of all the veffels that came this year upon the coaft, there was only one left, with

which I could return to France. I went on board her in a ftate of convalefcence, after

pafling the bar the fixth time, and we weighed from the road of Senegal the 6th

of September. The contrary winds which prevail at that time of the year did not pro-

jnife us a fliort voyage ; and as they blew from the north and north-eaft, we could not

ftretch northward, but were conftantly obliged to bear to the weft. Upon our way,

within ten leagues of the iflands of Cape Verd, perceiving a very white fea, we founded

a hundred fathoms or more, without finding any bottom : after which the fea having

refumed its ufual colour, we imagined we had paffed over a white fand-bank, which

the Dutch charts mark at eighty fathoms.

At a time when we were within two hundred leagues of the coaft, between the 17th

and 1 8th degree of latitude, a calm came on, which lafted almoil fifteen days, with

fuffocating heats : it was fo ftill, that the fliip did not feem to change fituation, though

the current had carried us a great way fouthward. This was the propereft place in

the world to find the fea water in its full faltnefs ; fmce we were at fufficient diftance

from land, to be under no apprehenfion that the river waters could communicate any

of their freflmefs to it ; I therefore filled a bottle, which I fealed hermetically, with an

intention of making an analyfis of it at my return to France.

There is nothing more tirefome than to be in a veffel becalmed ; and nothing more

dreadful than to be far out at fea, when provifions begin to fall Ihort. We made ufe

of this unlucky accident to catch fome fifh, and were very much in the right ; for the

fmall quantity of frefli provifions we had taken in at Senegal, was confumed ; fo that

we were now reduced to fait meat, and likely to be ftill a long time at fea.

At that time there was great plenty of requiens, bonites, grand oreilles, and golden-

nis : the three latter live only on flying fifli, of which they are fo greedy, that if you

only counterfeit one of them, by covering the hook with a little linen, and two white

feathers, and let it hang at the end of a rod, or behind the ftern, they will be fure to

bite diredly. We ufed no other bait, and it fucceeded fo well, that we took a pro-

digious quantity of them, part of which we falted, for fear of fcarcity. The bonite and

grand oreille are a middling fpecies of tunny-filh, and have altogether the fame tafte :

the goldennis is fomewhat inferior to them in this refpeQ, but greatly furpaffes them in

beauty ; and without doubt it is the beautifulkft filh in the fea. The colour of its body

is a dark blue ground, which in the water appears like an azure blue, and after pafling

through ail the gradations of green and violet, is loft in a gold luftre, diffufed all round

its iides, which gives it the richeft drefs that can poflibly be imagined.

* M. Andriot, whom I have already mentioned. .

To
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I

To this firft calm fucceeded feveral others, the fliortefl of which were from three to

eight days ; nor did they leave us till we had pafled the 30th degree of latitude. There

we had fouth-weft winds, by the hilp of which we intended to put into the ncarefl: of

the Azores. This was the befl: thing we could do in our prefent fituation, when we
wanted both bifcuit and frefh water, and the greateft part of our fhip's company were

unfit for fervice.

A few days after we defcried a very high foggy land, which we found to be the ille

of Pico; and near it was that of Fayal. We made all the fail we could towards the

latter, and entered the harbour to the eaftward the 20th of Oftober. There we call

anchor in fifteen fathoms, aftei-wards in nine, a fandy bottom, fubje£l to magnetical

attradlion, and a bad holding ground. This is the only port in the ifland of Fayal

;

and though it feems to be flieltered by two great mountains, yet it is expofed to the

north-eafl: and fouth-eaft winds, which occafion a very rough fea, efpecially in autumn,

and drive the (hips off the coaft, unlefs they are well moored with three and even four

anchors. From the weft winds it h covered by the ifland itfelf, put of which it is

fcocped, as it were, in a femicircle, four hundred fathoms wide, and three hundred

deep. The ifland of Pico, which is two leagues over againft it, Ihelters it alfo from

the general eaft winds ; but on the other hand, it is the caufe of its being annoyed by-

others far more dangerous ; for it reflects the fouth-weft and north-weft winds that

come towards it ; and it Hops the clouds, which occafion fuch a variation of winds. I

obferved during my ftay at Fayal, and the inhabitants aflured me, they had long ex.

perienced it, that as often as the ifle of Pico is darkened by a fog, it is produdlive of

wind ; and this they look upon as their moft faithful anemofcope*. It is likely that

this mountain has the fame eflFe6l as an uneledtrified body, which attrafteth the clouds;

whence it happens, that the ambient air, being prefled unequally on all fides, is forced to

take an irregular courfe.

The Pico of the Azores is hardly more than half a league in perpendicular height

:

when viewed from the fide of Fayal, it has the form of a ftiort cone, terminating in

a fliarp nipple, and is in 38 deg. 35 m. north latitude, and 3^ deg. weft longitude.

This is the only mountain in the ifland of the fame name, which may be looked upon

as the vineyard plot of Fayal : for the latter depends thereon, and all its inhabitants

have their country houfes there, with their farms and vineyards, which they culiivate

with great care. Thither they go every year to attend their vintage, which produceth

two forts of white wine, like lack, but of an interior quality. Their 'malmfey is not fo

lufcious: but the dry or table wine is almoft as ftiong as brandy, and quickly mounts

up to the head. As foon as their wines are made, they convey them in September and

October to their cellars in Fayal, from whence they are exported to Brazil and fome

other parts of the world, by the name of wines of Fayal, though this ifland produceth

none, and they all come from i'ico.

If Fayal was not expofed to fuch frequent gufts of wind, it would be one of the moft

beautiful harbours in the world, becaufe of the delightful profpedt it affords, to thofe

who approach it by fea. 'the ftay we made there, before we went on ftiore, gave me
an opportunity to view it at my full leifuie. It appears like a mountain fcoupcd into a

femicircle, and divided into four or five fummits, covered with trees, which defcend

down as far as the fea, by a very gentle declivity. At the foot of this mountain the

town winds along the port, and is furrounded with a' great number of gardens, ranged

* An inftrument which fhew» from what fide the winds blow.

one
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one over the other in the form of an amphitheatre, which even in its irre,G[ularIty affords

a mofi. charming view to the eye. The anchoring place is hl;e that of_Santa Cruz in

•the ifland of Tenerif, with tliis diiFerence, that the (hore is lefs fteep, and is covered

with a pretty fine fand or gravel, of a blackifh colour, on which it is eafier landing.

About the iniddLe of the harbour there is a kind of fort, the walls of which are

waflied by the fea. The town comes next, and is of the fame figure as the harbour ;

it is governed by a Capitan mor*, and very populous. There are five thoufand inliabi-

tants, all Portuguefe, moll of them ecclefiailics, and religious of both fexes; for indeed,

I never faw fo many convents in one town. The churches are handfome, and properly

maintained. There are alfo feveral good buildings, among the red the college be-

longing to theJefuilf, who are tempoial lords of the ifland. The burghers houl'es are

very neat, all wainfcotted and inlaid, whence one may judge that they are in no want

of wood.

The ifland of Fayal is in a fine climate ; the air is very good, and preferves during

the v/hole winter a fufficient temperature, to have no occafion for fire ; and indeed they

never warm themfelves, nor do you fee any chimney in their houfes. In fummer it is

conflantly refreflied with breezes : for as it is fituate in the middle of the fea, it is fure

to receive them from what quarter foever they blow ; and they render the heats fup-

portable.

The foil is not lefs to be admired than the temperature of the air : as it is red and

ftony, and in that refpedt very like the foil of the ille of Pico, it would be extremely

fit for producing good wines ; but there is not room enough, and therefore they are

fatisfied with planting fuch things as are moft neceifary for life. The moiilure of the

mountains preferves its fertility : their tops are covered with very beautiful trees, as

walnut and chefnut trees, white poplars, and efpecially flrawberry-trees, that never

lofe their verdure. It is owing to the prodigious quantity of the latter in this ifland,

that the Poi'tuguefe have giv,en it the name of Fayal, w hich in their language fignifies a

ftraw berry-tree. The juice or moifture of the earth is wonderful, being in conflant

cidture ; it never lies idle, and yet is continually producing the feveral fruits of the

earth. On the umbrageous hills they plant a great many roots, as potatoes and colociifia,

which ferve to feed their domeiVlcs. The fields are like unto fo many gardens, parted

from one another by dry walls, breaft high : they are fet afide for corn ; but what little

they gather, is hardly fullicient to maintain the inhabitants ; who fupply what is wanting

with maize, lupines, little ciches, and fome other legumes, which grov/ better upon the

fide of the hill.

They have likev^ife a confiderable dependence upon their gardens, where they culti-

vate a great number of fruit trees, oranges and citrons of all forts, pear, apple, fig,

and pomegranate trees, vines, and olives, with herbs of various forts. Melons, giromons,

iweet calabafhes t» and feveral other fruits of the earth, grow almoil ipontaneoufly.

There is nothing wanting, but for the inhabitants to lay out their gardens in more order

and to drefs them a little better ; as they have plenty of flowers. For borders, they

have a great deal of onions, thyme, lavender; fage, rofemary, fweet bafil, and aroma-

tic plants. 1 he pink, the giUiflower, the balfani apple, the jeflamin, the balificr J,

' The following are the governor's titles, which he gave me in writing: " Sij^nor Jeronimo de Briim da

Silveira Porras Fidalgo da cafa de fua Mag. e Cavalciro PorfeiFo na Ordem de Chryllo Capitano, Maior da

Cai>itania das Ilhas dos Affores Fayal e Pico."

f Cucurbita oblonga, flore albo, folio moUi. C. B. Pin. Morif. H'tft* fe£l. I. tab. 5. fig. 3.

j Cannacorus ampbHimo folio, flore rutilo. Jnft, pag. 367.
the
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the afphodel-lilies •, the daffbilils, and the tuberore, were in flower in the beginning

of the month of November. At the fame time the lupines t, with which they had
planted the hills, had (hot out of the ground, and probably were to be ripe the month
of January following.

It is impoffible to find any where elfe greater plenty of cattle. They have excellent

oxen, {hecp, and fwine: they likewife breed all forts of poultry. Filh is not very com-
mon, and they have none but from the fea. At that time they were fifhing for fmall

foles and flounders, which they catched eafily with a rod. I obfcrvcd a certain confor-

mity between this ifland and that of Tenerif, as it has very little game, and few birds,

Infeveral of my walks, for two leagues all round, I met with only a few hares, and
fome quail fcattered about the fields. True it is, that there were blackbirds on the

tops of the mountains ; and I faw a great number of them myfelf, whofe black plumage
was agreeably fpeckled with white : they perched in flocks on ftrawberry-trees, eating

the fruit and chattering all the time.

Though autumn is a very agreeable feafon in the Azores or Wefliern Ifles, yet the

fkies began to be over-caft and ro threaten rain. The ifland of Fayal is more rainy than
the relt ; doubtlefs, becaufeofthe ifle ot Pico, and its own mountains, which determine

the clouds to flop there. Hence arife a great number of fprings, v/liich appear every

where, even in feveral parts of the town, where they are collecled in well-paved cirterns.

The water of thefe fprings, though very pure, is heavy ami extremely crude j to me it

appeared to have a tindure of mineral, and of the ferruginous kind.

The highert: mountain in this ifland is very near its centre, within two leagues and a
half from the town. Heretofore it vomited fire with combuftible matter, and caufed.

frequent earthquakes. The eruption in 1672 was the lafl : it left at the mouth of the

volcano a large bafon, which, according to the tefl;imony of the inhabitants, has the

figure of a jjarellelogram, furrounded with a very high wall, and fo regular, that one
would take it to be done by art, if we did not know for certain, that it owes its origin

to fubterrancous fires. Tlie rain-waters have now filled this bafon, and formed it into

a kind of lake, or to exprefs myfelf more properly, a refervoir of fine water, greatly

admired by the inhabitants. There can be no doubt, but that the whole furface of the

ifland has been raifed by means of this or feveral volcanos together ; for it has no other

ffonc than different kinds of lavas, mixed with burnt flones and pumices. The grain

of thofe lavas is much thicker than that of the ftones of the ifland of Tenerif, of which I

have made mention in the beginning of this narrative.

This relaxation, though fomewhat long, gave me a great deal of pleafure. Bendes
the knowledge I thereby acquired of a country, which I had never feen before, I re-

frefiied myfelf after the fati,:iues of my vcjyage, and vras better prepared for that to

France. The ufual flovrnefs of thePortuguefe, and the difhculty we had, from the rough-
nefs of the fea, in laying in a frefh flore of water, wood, bifcuit, flour, beef, fowls,

and other provifions, hindered us from leaving the port of Fayal til! the 8th of Novem-
ber. The wind was at fouth-weff, fo that we foon lofl fight of the Azores. I em-
braced the opportunity of the calmnefs of the weather, to fill a fecond bottle of water
within three hundred leagues of the coafl of France : and this was all I wanted, in order
to make a companion between it, and the bottle 1 had filled in the fea of Sene";i!.

Our voyage from Senegal to Fayal had been very tedious ; but that from I'ayal to

France proved mofl: dangerous. We had fcarcely advanced fifty leagues from the

• L.ilio afphodflu"; puniccus. Cluf. Hi/}, i. pag. 137.

f Lupinui albus. Park, Mor\f. liijl. k'c\. a, tab. 7. iig- 3,
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Azores, when a boiflerous fouth-eafl: wind fpread itfelf over the deep, and aflailed us

with a ftorm which lafted two months. We were obliged to furl our fails ; and in this

condition we tumbled and tofled about, at the mercy of the waves. Imagine to your-

fclf the fituation of a crazy veflel, expofed to a tempeftuous ocean, now rifing a-top a

watery mountain, and now finking into an abyfs ; battered in flank by one wave, over-

borne by another, which in falling feems as if it would dafh it into a thoufand pieces.

ImaL:ine at the fame time the uneafy condition of a voyager, who feeks for repofe,

which he can no where find ; the perplexity of a pilot, whofe art is baffled, and who
in vain looks up to the heavens to find out his courfe, while thick clouds and foaming

billows feem to confpire againft him : imagine, in {hort, the confufion even of the

moft experienced mariner, who fees a fhip difappear on one fide of him ; how forlorn,

how comfortlefs the fcene

!

Such was our fituation during the two fhortefl: months in the year ; and in fiich dlf-

trefs were we tolfed to and fro, both in the Ocean and the Channel, whither we were

forced by the currents, and where we were every day obliged to avoid the very land

we fought for left we Ihould fplit on the rocks, which abounded on that coaft : when a

calm enfuing, we took advantage of it to get out of the Channel, and to feek for Ihelter

in Breft. For the violence of the ftorm had torn our fails to pieces, broke all our

tackling, and damaged the body of the velTel ; and as provifions were alfo fhort, we
could not in this condition reach L'Orient, our deftined harbour, even if we had had the

moft favourable gales.

As foon as we came to the ifle of Ufhant, we took a coafting pilot on board, who
brought us into the harbour of Breft, the 4th of January, 1754. The reader may
judge of the ftate I was in, upon my arrival at this port, after a very hard voyage of

four months, which I had undertaken juft as I was recovering from a dangerous fick-

nefs, the remembrance whereof was ftill more afflicting to me, when I perceived that

'

moft of the plants which occafioncd it, were deitroyed by the feverity of the feafon.

While our veflel was refitting, in order to proceed on her voyage to port L'Orient, I

pafled a month at Breft for the recovei7 of my health, and to prepare myfelf for my
journey to Paris : this I performed in the midft of the frolt and fnows of the month of

February, which, as every body knows, were extremely piercing, efpecially in Brit-

tany. The reft of my plants were killed by the cold : however they did me a piece

of fervice in coriTincing me, that even the falteft water, fuch as that of Senegal, is

capable of being frozen. The two bottles I brought from thence, well covered with

hay, were broke by the ice congealed within them, which tafted quite trefli, as Mr. de

Juflieu and I obferved, upon my arrival at Paris the 18th of February, after upwards

of five years abfence.

HISTORY
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HISTORY

OF

EASTERN ETHIOPIA.
Originally written in the Portuguefe Language, by the Reverend Father Joako dos Saktos, of the

Order of St. Domingo, and publifhed at Paris in the Year 1684.

BOOK I.

CONTAINING A SUCCINCT RELATION OF THE MOST CURIOUS AND REiMARKABLE
PRODUCTIONS OF THE COUNTRY.

CHAP. I.— Of the three Divi/tom of the World, and the Fourth added to thefe by Don
Emmanuel King of Portugal.

'"pHIS great monarch, crowned in the year 1496, was fo fortunate during his reign as

to difcover empires fo numerous, that he excited the wonder of the whole world

at his fuccefs, his prudence, and good management ; for, not a nation exifted but

looked on him with reverence, not a province in which he was unknowTi.

The geographers of his day afcertained that the world was of greater extent than

before imagined ; the ancients limiting it to three divifions only, to thefe this fovereign

added a fourth, in America, which was difcovered under his reign, and fubjected to

his dominion. Intent on aggrandizing himfclf in this quarter, Emmanuel, notwith-

flanding he could with facility have done them much injury, refrained from difturbing

the tranquillity of the Caflilians
;

preferring conqucfts obtained over diftant and barba-

rous countries to warring with Catholics, with whom the didlates of confcience enjoined

him to live in peace ; and applying the whole bent of his mind to the extermination of

idolatry in the Indies, and the fubllitution of the only true faith.

Infpired with zeal thus laudable he determined, if necefTary, to profecute his inten-

tion in perfon ; but previoufly he fitted an armament, deftined, either with allowance

of the fovereigns of thefe countries or by force, to etlecl fettleiuents among them. With
this view many (hips of war were equipped, in 1586', onboard of which fome excellent

• This 13 an error of tlie prefs, the date (hould be 1506. Emmanuel fuccceded John II. in the tlirone

of Portugal in 1495-6, and Naya difcovered the empire of tlie Monomotopa in 1505-6. See Murr's
Uiflertation on Martin Behaim, vol. xi. p. 30Z. < f this work. Dos Santos, as the reader will perceive, appears

not to iiave compofcd his work until many years after the expedition, feeing he notices the difcovcrj' of
the llrait of Magellan by the navigator of that name, an event whicli did not occur until the year 1520.
Sec tlie Voyage of Pigafetta round the World, vol. xi. p. 288. of this work. Eng. Trans.
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troops were embarked and (tore of valuable merchandize ; and the command of the

expedition was entrufted to Pedro de Naya, who was felicitous of labourers to toil in

the vineyard of the Lord. Learning the praife-worthy defign of His Portuguefe Majefty,

I offered, in conjundion with many other miffionaries to fail with the fleet, and take

charge of the ghoftly health of his troops, adminiiler the facraments to them, during

their long voyage, and flimulate them to fight with ardour for the glory of God, and
the aggrandizement of the Portuguefe throne and nation.

In the beginning of April 1506, 1 repaired to Lifbon, accompanied by the other

miflionaries of the order of Santo Domingo, hoping for favourable winds, and expell-

ing to fail immediately after our arrival ; but we were taught to have no reliance on the

weather, for no fooner did the wind begin to blow, as we wifhed, than it changed to

an adverfe diredlion ; this, however, did not prevent our embarking, though it delayed

our departure till the 13th of the month, when we fleered towards the Brazils ; but

fcarcely had we got well out to fea before we experienced a gale fo violent as placed

us in great peril ; fucceffive ftorms alfo delayed our progrefs in fuch manner that we
were unable to double the Cape of Good Hope before the 2d of July of the fame

year *.

We made Mozambico on the 13th of Augufl following, whence we failed for Sofala,

the place where firfl our Portuguefe by ftratagem contrived to fortify themfelves, per-

fuading the Moorifli fovereign of the country that the building which they conftrudted

with his permifTion, and which was made a place of ftrength, was merely intended for

a warehouse to fecure their merchandize from the weather and robbery.

This prince, who had heard of the grandeur of the Kings of Portugal, and who had
long fought a friendly connexion with them, was charmed at having an occafion to oblige

the Portuguefe, and with the greateft readinefs granted what they fo ardently defired,

that is to fay, the formation of a mercantile eftablifhment. But after a little time he
regretted, and fought to recall the conceiTion he had made ; for his courtiers repre-

fented to him that our people had deceived him, that inflead of a llmple warehoufe

they were ercfting fortifications ; that there were fufficient grounds for fuppofmg they

had intentions of making themfelves mafters of the place, and that if they were per-

mitted to profecute their works, it might be a difficult matter to difpoffefs them. The
King, in conftquence, refolved on attacking us by furprize, with defign to drive us,

not only from the poll we occupied, but likewife from the country which it appeared

to him we had in contemplation to feize upon, and of which eventually we made our-

felves mafters, as will be feen in the following chapter. Before I proceed, however,

to narrate the particulars of this conqueft, that I may render more intelligible

what I fhall have to impart, it is meet I fhould give a curfory detail of the general dif-

pofition of the four quarters of the world.

Oforius, following ancient geographers, divides the globe into three parts only,

Europe, Afia, and Africa ; but moderns, more enlightened, have added to thefe

America, difcovered in the year 1497, and juftly entitled to form a fourth divifion,

being of greater extent and richer than the other three.

Without entering into the merits of the difputed point, contended for by the Spaniards

and other nations, of who firft had the honour and good fortune of difcovering this

* The progrefs of the Portuguefe in the art of navigation at this early period is highly wort

remark; already, in 1506, their bell marines feem to have been acquainted with the winds, prevail

the tropical regions, and the advantage of (leering to the weft, in order with greater eafe to doubl
r"' ^c r^—) T_T 1 ;.] *u„ — !

—

^ — \ A^^,^^ ...k:^i. «.. «««a:— a «v:^o »K».i„t, *iw. „.

>rthy of

alent in

me LiupiL'cii regions, <inu Liie cxuvaiiittgc ui iivciui^ 10 lih. tvcit, jii uiuci wiiii ^ic<ilci caic m uuuble the

Cape of Good Hope, and avoid the calms and ftorms, which, on coafting Africa, though the neareft

courfe, fo much procraftuiat* a voyage to the Indies. Enc. Trans.
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cxtenfive and beautiful portion of the globe, I may fafely advance that many perfons

contributed to its exploration. Alvarez Cabral, a Portuguefe, while failing along the

coaft of Africa, was carried away fo much to the weftward by certain violent winds,

that, without any defign on his part, he made the coaft of the Brazils* ; Chriftoval

Colon, a Genoefe, is reputed to have failed ftill farther weftward, and Americo Vef-

pucci, a Florentine, is held merely to have accompliflied what the others had begun.

However this may be, general confent, about the year 1500, applied the name of the

laft navigator to this part of the globe. It is furrounded by the fea, which, in the

northern part, feparates it from the other divifions, and in the fouth forms the ftrait dif-

covered by Fernando Magellan, a Portuguefe, in 1520.

As the beauty and abundance of a country are in proportion to the number of the

rivers it can boaft, and as thefe facilitate communication between its parts, the fecundity

and value of this is inconteftible, for it is watered by numerous, broad, and deep ftreams.

Of thefe the chief are : the Orellana, which is fifty leagues in breadth and more than

fifteen hundred long ; the Maranan, fifteen leagues broad ; the Prata (or Silver River),

from Peru, whence the filver is brought which forms the medium of the whole world's

commerce.
This divifion of the globe moreover furpalTes the others by its iflands, of which there

are five remarkable ones. The firft is Cuba, two hundred leagues in length and feventy

in breadth ; the fecond Santo Domingo, one hundred and fifty leagues by eighteen

;

the third St. John, fifty leagues by eighteen ; the fourth ifland is that of St. James, its

dimenfions fifty leagues by twenty ; Maracapana makes the fifth, that in which three

brethren of our order fuffered martyrdom from the infidels.

If we credit the relation of Herodotus refpe£ling the origin of the denominations

given to three of the divifions of the globe, we muft attribute that of Afia to a fon of

Maneo, of fimilar name, fo called from the defcent of his family, being from a tribe

inhabiting the city of Sardis, the members of which tribe were called Afians. This
divifion is bounded, weftward, by the Red Sea, which feparates it from Africa ; north-

ward, by the Mediterranean, the Black Sea, the Tanais, Dwina and the Palus

Ma;otis, which feparate it from Europe. St. Anfelm ftates it to contain thirty pro-

vinces, while others make their number forty-two. However this may be, it is noto-

rious that in its dimenfions, as in wealth, it furpafles Europe and Africa united. It

was antiently celebrated as the fite of the empire of the Aflfyrians and Medes, and is

ftill famous from containing the powerful dominions of the Perfians and Turks. In

this part of the world did the Almighty create our primogenitor Adam, and place him
in a terreftrial paradife ; here it was that a veftige of the former world was preferved

in Noah's ark from the devaftation of the general deluge ; and here moft of the

events related in the old and new teftaments occurred.

Jofephus, in the firft book of his Jewifh Antiquities (Lib. xv.), affirms, that Africa de-

rives its name from Opher, agrandfon of Abraham, who went into Lybia at the head ofa

powerful army. Alter fighting and overcoming his enemies, he fojourned in the land
;

where his prefence was neceflary, not only to curb the Africans, but alfo the Ethiopians,

Phcnicians, and Greeks, by whom it was inhabited. The Carthaginians gave fplen-

* Tlie date of the difcovery of the Brazils by Cabral, accordiii(r to Barros, Detada ftimcira della

/tfici, lib. iv. c. 2. was tlie 24th of April 1502. Americo Vefpucci was difpatclicd by Emmanuel on a

voyage of difcovery to the South Atlantic iu 1501 ; and, on the ifl of April 1502, made the coall; of
the province now termed the Terra Firma ; but he was preceded, according to fomc authors, in the dif-

covery of this part of America by Rodrigo de Ballidias and Joaiio dc la Cola. The merit of the firft dif-

covery of America is unqueftionably to be attributed to Colon. Enc. Tkans.

' 2 dour
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dour to this quarter of the world by the ftrength of their immenfe armies, which

were univerfally dreaded. Africa contains many different nations deferving of notice,

from the manner in which they live, and their ftrange and diflimilar cuftoms ; for

among them are feme, the Adrimachides for example, who eat not either of the flefh of

oxen or fvvine. The inhabitants of Mount Atlas feed on pulfe alone. The Africans,

or Lybians, fupport themfelves commonly on milk and wild animals ; and, while they

permit the hair to grow on the right fide of the head, fhave that which grows on the

left. The Macas and Guidanes are entirely fhorn, and wear crowns fmiilar to the

fillets of our priefts. The Aufes fuff"er the hair in front to grow over their forehead,

fo as to cover the face, but bare the reft of the head. The Zingantes generally dwell

in forefts, and fubfift on honey and wild beafts ; as foon as their children are capable

of toil, they are taught to cultivate the ground, at which employ they are aflifted by

their mothers, while the fathers go to war.

Pomponius Mela afcribes the derivation of the name of Europe to a princefs, daugh-

ter of Agenor, King of Tyre in the province of Phenicia, who was feized upon by

Jupiter and borne to the ifland of Crete, the prefent Candia.

This laft divifion is parted into many kingdoms, France, Portugal, Spain, England,

Germany, Poland, &c. France is one of the chief kingdoms of Europe ; its fovereign

is very powerful both by fea and land, and all its governments are fo amply endowed

with every fpecies of natural produce, and abound in fuch degree in all kinds of mer-

chandize, as to have no need of the affiftance of foreign countries ; moreover, without

going to the Indies, it pofleffes within itfelf mines of gold and filver adequate to its

wants*.

But now, entering upon the fubjeft of our prefent work, I fliall obferve that Ethiopia

is divided into two provinces, eaftern, and weftern.

* This paflage, no doubt, is an interpolation of Don Gaetan Charpy, from whofe tranflation into French

of the work of Dos Santos, effefted at the inftigation of, and dedicated to the great Colbert, the prefent

Englifli tranflation is given. There can be no qucftion of the adequacy of the produce of France to

anfwer all the natural wants of its population, but luxury has introduced artificial wants which neceffi-

tate a foreign commerce. As the mines of France are here noticed, and as little in Young's or Lifter's

tour through France, given in this work, is mentioned refpefting them, the following account of their

produitions in weight and value, extrafted from the " Statiftique de la France et fes Colonics par une

Societe de Gens de Lettres ct de Savans.'' Paris An xii. 1804, will probably not be unacceptable

to the reader, efpecially as the original account, printed under the patronage of the government, and

compofed in great meafure by individuals belonging to the different Bureaux, may be regarded as

oilicial.

Quality of the Minerals.
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Eaftern Ethiopia begins at the Cape of Good Hope and extends along the coafl: of

the Ocean and the Ealtern Sea to the Red Sea. It is a very fertile province, peopled,

as is Weflern Ethiopia, by different nations, vvhofe cufloms greatly vary. The climate

is exceedingly hot and unwholcfome, efpecially for flrangers, as is experienced by the

Portuguefe who dwell in this country, who nioflly arc feized with maladies and die of
fever ; ftill is not the mortality of the climate of fufficient weight to deter them from
adventuring hither, or allay their thirfl for gold.

Wellern Ethiopia commences likewife at the Cape of Good Hope, ftretches to the

boundr.ries of Egypt on the eaftern fide of the peninfula of Africa, and is confined on
the fouth, by the Ethiopia above Egypt, on the north by the borders of Lybia, em-
bracing the country inhabited by the 'I'roglodites, called by the Greeks Paftors or

Wild Men, owing to their perpetual refidence in groves and forefts, where they fubfift

on hunting and plunder.

Thefe Ethiopians efteem fo highly thofe animals on which they fubfift, that at the

time of circumcifmg their children, they give them the name of the ox, the flieep, the
lion, &c. regarding thefe animals, from ailbrding the means of fupporting life, as coad-
jutors with their fathers and mothers in the exiftence of their oflspring.

Their wives, to whom the lot is affigned of cultivating and fowing the land, are held
in fo much honour, that where any dift'ercnce or difpute occurs between two parties,

tiiey fummon the difputimts before them, adjudge the point in queftion, and fo per-

fedlly by their authority terminate the quarrel, that nothing more is heard between the

parties. In thefe people what is mod worthy of remark, is to find men of fuch un-
daunted fpirit, that they combat fearlelsly the lion and the tiger, and are fo eager after

reputation, as' to reckon life no longer worth preferving when the feeblcnefs of age
reftrains the exercife of their natural heroilin, yet at the fauie time thus i'ubmilhve \o
women. With them it is held unworthy of a manly character to be folicitous of
acquifitions, the after-privation of which would be followed with pain

;
yet does not this

opinion, by no means a barbarous one, prevent their perfed refignation to the will of
their wives.

CHAP. II.— Of the Manner in which the Portuguefefortified themfelves in Sofala.— The
Je(floufy of the King in confequence.— The War he waged againfl them, in the courfc of
which he lojt his Life, and the Portuguefe were confirmed Majicrs of the Fortrefs.

SOFALA is a fmall maritime kingdom of Eaftern Ethiopia, dependent on the
fovercign of Quiteva, fituate between the river Cuama and Mount Manica, in 20!°
of fouthcrn latiiude. It extends along the fea and the banks of a river, a league in
width, which flows through the country called Mocarangua, by Zimboe, the capital
and refidence of the King of Quiteva. The King has dominion over the whole of this

country, as well as the river of Sofala, whence the inhabitants carry on uninterrupted
commerce with thofe of Manica, who make return for the mcrchantlize they take in
gold duft.

While the people of Sofala are abfent on their traffic to Manica, and coUedling gold,
ivory, amber, and flaves, their wives cultivate the land.

The fortrefs of Sofala is a perfed fquare building, furrounded by a good wall,
flanked by lour baftiohs well mounted with artillery. It was begun in 1505, by order
of Emmanuel, King of Portugal, under pretence of making it a magazine for mer-

chandize
;
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chandize ; and the Queen, Dona Catalina, who governed awhile during the minority

of her grandfon, Don Sebaftian, caufed its fortifications to be completed in 1580.*

The governors, or captains-general, formerly refided fix months at Mozambico, and

the refidue of the year at Sofala ; but now they dwell altogether at Mozambico, and

appoint a fubftitute, who governs at Sofala, and fuperintends the merchandize in the

warehoufes there.

The fame Queen, Dona Catalina t, anxious to render herfelf miftrefs of Sofala, caufed

fix large fhips to be equipped, the command of which was entrufted to Pedro da Naya,

who, after great perils and fuffering much from ftorms, entered the river of Sofala

with four of his fhips, and efFedled a landing. The two other (hips of his fquadron,

of greater burthen, kept the fea, as well for the purpofe of oppofing any enemies which

might appear as on account of the Ihallownefs of the river, which could not admit

velfels of their draught of water. The Moorifli King, whofe name was Ruffe, was

much furprifed at hearing the Portuguefe had difembarked without afking his per-

mifTion ; but the news which firft occafioned alarm, and made him refolve on attacking

them with all his powers, was a fource of pleafure to him, on his receiving a compli-

mentary deputation from the commander of the armament, with an afTurance that he

had been obliged to feek fhelter in the port in confequence of bad weather, and re-

quefling his confent to ered a warehoufe for the fecurity of their perfons, and the

merchandize with which the fquadron was freighted.

This fovereign, who was blind, governed his itates in oppofition to an eftabliflied

law, by which a King or Prince, having any bodily defedl, is held incapable of retain-

ing the fceptre ; in this cafe death is efteemed by thefe people preferable to life. But

this monarch, who owed his blindnefs to accident, difregarded the law, which, as he

fhortly after obferved to Pedro da Naya, was made for others, but not for him.

The courtiers of this Prince, as noticed in the firft chapter, informed him

that the Portuguefe took advantage of his conceflion of leave to build themfelves a

warehoufe, and that inftead they were haftily fortifying themfelves, and giving room

for fufpicions of their entertaining wrong defigns ; they at the fame time recommended

him to prevent their putting thofe in execution, either by a prohibition againfl their

further profecuting their fortifications, or by obliging them, by force of arms, to demolifh

what they had begun. After mature reflexion on the fubjed, the King faw his fault,

and determined on driving the intruders from their port, when they fhould leaft fufpeft

his intentions, make a general maffacre of them, and give up their merchandize as

plunder to his troops ; a meafure which he reckoned would be eafily effeded, by taking

the Portuguefe by furprize. The defign of the monarch being promulgated among the

Moors, a large army was fpeedily coUefted, all being alike animated with the defire of

making a rich booty.

The intended treachery, on its coming to the knowledge of a Moor, named Abexin,

was viewed by him with horror, and immediately after, with intent to counteratl it,

* This date is wrong. John III. died June 1 1, 15571 aiid the education of his grandfon Sebaftian, and

the regency, were entrullcd to Catalina his Queen. She, notwithftanding the excellence of her govern-

ment, was obnoxious to the Portuguefe, on account of her being a Caftillian ; and in confequence, after

a (hort time, (he refigned the regency to her brother-in-law. Cardinal Henry, and retired to a convent.

The duration of her fway in Poitugal being very (hort, provided the fort was completed as here affirmed,

while (he held the reigns of government, it will probably have been in 1558, and not in ij8o. En».
Trans.

f Again Dos Santos is in error. In the firft chapter he notices the expedition of Da Naya, and the

fettlement at Sofala, in which he is correft, to have taken place in the reign of Emmanuel, in 1505-6.

£ng. Tkans.
he
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he imparted what lie had learnt to Pedro da Naya. The Portuguefe, unconfcious of

having done any thing either againft the King or the ftate which could provoke fuch

treatment, was miftruflful at firft of the truth of the communication, for the Moors
are but little famed for fmcerity ; but Abexin adduced fuch proofs for what he ad-

vanced, that Pedro da Naya profited by the information, and kept on his guard.

The appointed time for carrying into efi'ecl; the meditated mafl'acre being at hand, he
ordered his whole force under arms, to await the enemy, who aflailed the Portuguefe

in the night, at many points, and with vigour incredible, though furpafled by that

evinced by the attacked ; thefe, on thisoccafion, taught the Moors, at their coft, to fet

a high value on the courage of the nation they provoked to war. After a long conflift,

overpowered by the artillery and frequent lallies of the Portuguefe, they at length

took to flight in confufion, and fought refuge in the palace of the Prince ; but hither

they were purfued by our people, at the point of the fword ; and the King, who was
among the fugitives, being flain, this circumftance encreafed the inveteracy of the

Moors, who fought now not only to defend themfelves, but to revenge their fovereign's

death. The refolution, the obftinacy of the inhabitants, was on each fide equal, and

victory hovered awhile over either banner ; indeed, towards the clofe we Ihould have

been beaten, but for the timely fuccour brought forward by Abexin ; this Moor joined

the Portuguefe with a number of partifans, turned the tide of the battle, and caufed

the complete overthrow of the em my, but not before they had dangeroufly wounded
Pedro da Naya. The generous, friendly, and critical afTillance of Abexin was liberally

rewarded : Da Naya, as an acknowledgment for the fidelity with which he had fulfilled

his engagements, and the zeal which he had flicwn in the moment of danger, after he

had completely fortified his magazine, and obtained fettled pofTeflion of Sofala, caufed

him to be proclaimed King of the country ; and over it he reigned many years. This

fovcreign was a trufly and fincere friend conftantly to the Portuguefe, and a great enemy
to his fellow-countrymen, who unwillingly faw themfelves obliged to fubmit to the

dominion of the Portuguefe, in lieu of that of the King of Quiteva, formerly lord of

all this country. In procefs of time this latter monarch was alfo made tributary to the

crown of Portugal, which had, at an after-period, no Icfs than twenty-two Kings who
did homage to it for their thrones.

«

CHAP. III.— Of the Trees and Fruits which fiourijh throughout the whole of the Tear

in the IWriiory of Sofala.

WITH truth may it be affirmed that Sofala is the garden of all this continent ; it is

overfpread with jeffamine, perpetually green and perpetually in flower, which by the

beautiful contrail of its white flowers and lively verdure furniflies an enamel than which

nothing can be more grateful to the eye. On every fide are fecn, orange, lemon, and

other curious trees, the Romeyra for example, on which fruit and flowers are feen

growing at the fame time in conitant fucceflion through the year. The vines are almofl

equally exuberant, for the vintages are two-fold, the fird in January, the other in July.

Pine-apples, refembling our peaches in flavour, but far preferable, are very numerous

;

and, among others, the fig-trees are fo heavily laden with fruit, as plcafing to the eye

as they are grateful to the palate, that the branches bend beneath their oppreflive weight.

Finally, the fugar-cane is cultivated along the banks of the river by the CafiVes, who
fubfift on its juice throughout the major part of the year, but who have not the inge-

nuity poflTelll'd by the inhabitants of other countries of cryftallizing the.fweet they yield.

-5 Here
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Here the people preferve their oranges and lemons, and carry on traffic in them with

the Indies wheie they are eaten with rice.

But, however fruittui the neighbourhood of Sofala, in the ofierings of Pomona, its

Cereal productions are fo limited, that the inhabitants are conftrained to make their

bread half of rice and half of millet. This bread is formed into a kind of cake, not

edible except while warm, for when it becomes cold it is harfli, and fo dry, that it

cannot be fwallowed without firft being foaked in a vinous preparation from millet.

This extract is equally potent with the wine preffed from grapes, and is much drank

by the Caffres, but the Portuguefe ufe a different wine obtained, as will be feen, from

the pjlni-cree.

If the bread and wine of thefe poor people be little pleafant to the tafte, they are

on the other hand indemnified by an abundance of meat, for their flock of oxen, cows,

fheep, fwine, and wild cattle is very confiderable, exclufive of every fpecies of poultry,

which is fo plenteous that fifteen large fowls are bought for a Bertangy, a coin equal

to two teftoons or about eleven-pence fterling. This great plenteoufnefs of food enables

the lower orders to live very comfortably, and the rich to indulge to fuperfluity in all

kinds of provifion.

Befides the fecret of foftening their bread, the Caffres have difcovered means of

making a fubftitute for butter, which they ufe as a fauce for boiled rice. They extract

this butter from the cakes of preffed Gergelins whence previoufly oil has been expreffed
;

this oil ferves better for burning than olive oil, and is ufed as an unguent for all kinds

of wounds. To fecure a provifion of butter and oil, therefore, every individual lays in

a flock of Gergelins.

CHAP. IV.— Of the Manner in which the King of Ouiteva takes pqffejfton of his Domi-

nions, and the Mode of his giving Audience.— Of the prevalent Cujiom of the Country,

according to which all the Wives and Concubines of the King devote thanfelves to Death,

upon his lofing his Life.

THE name of Quiteva is common to the fovereign lord of the country bordering on
the river Sofala, which, at his acceffion to that dignity, he affumes to the exclufion of the

titles he might before have been known by, this dignity in the efleem of the people

placing him on a par with the Deity ; indeed, the Caffres acknowledge no other gods

than their monarch, and to him they addrefs thofe prayers which other nations are

wont to prefer to heaven.

The Quiteva maintains a number of wives, the chief of whom are his near relations,

and are denominated his queens ; the refidue, by whom alfo he has children, are

regarded merely as his concubines ; from this circumflance, when he dies a great con-

fufion is created on nominating his fucceffor. The new Quiteva is commonly feledled

from among thofe of his children who are the offspring of his own daughters, or fillers

;

with thefe near relatives he has exclufively the privilege of cohabiting, the laws of the

country forbidding, in an exprefs manner, his fubjefts from intermarrying with their

fillers or daughters under penalty of death.

If the women of whom I fpeak, on the one hand, enjoy the favour and countenance

of the King during his life, they are, on the other, obliged to give themfelvcs up to

death when he happens to die ; for this purpofe, that they may be conflantly ready

to accompany him in cafe of his fuddenly expiring, they are always provided with a dofe

of poifon.

lo The
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The erroneous perfuafion of the princes and vaflals of this country that this mortal

life is fucceeded by another, in which (till higher rank awaits the great than they

enjoyed in this world, occafions thofe (v^ hom the more powerful on account of their

being of oppofite parties make the victims of their intereft), to fubinit with joy to their

fate, in hopes to be courtiers about their King in another world.

As foon as the Quiteva ceafes to live, a fuccelTor is chofen, capable of governing with

wifdom and prudence. Commonly for this purpofe, his eldefl fon by the royal blood

is felefted, and fliould he fail in the requifite qualifications, the next oldeft, and thus

in fuccelTion the reft ; and when among the whole it chances to happen that not one

adequate to the high poft is found, his fucceflbr is the minifter to whom the defunft

was accuftomed to impart his fecrets. THis rule of fucceflion is however not fo ftriftly

followed but that fome deviations from it occafionally take place.

Thus, for example, while I was at Sofala, the Quiteva died, and left upwards of

thirty children, legitimate and illegitimate ; 0.111 not one of thefe was nominated to fuc-

ceed him on the throne, but the brother of the deceafed, v/ho, to a thorough know-

ledge of the affairs of ftate, joined all the qualifications neceflary for a governor ; and

indeed fliould he be deficient in this refpedl, it would be enough that a majority of the

King's concubines fliould join in his favour, as on thefe the pofleflion of the throne depends.

As foon as the Quiteva is dead, he is buried with his predeceflbrs, and after his obfequies

are terminated, on the fucceeding day. his fucceflbr repairs to the royal palace, where he

meets with fome of the concubines of the late King (for it is only thofe moft; beloved and in

whom he was wont to place the utmofl confidence, that take poifon on his dying), and with

their confent he feats himfelf on the throne prepared for him in the midft of a large hall

;

when feated here, a curtain is drawn before him and his wives : hence he ilTues orders

for his proclamation throuj^h the ftreets; this is the fignal for the people to flock to render

him homage and fwear obedience, a ceremony which is performed amid great rejoicings.

The officers and foldiers belonging to his guardin the mean-time place themfelves at

the gates, and prevent the entrance of more than fuflicient to fill the hall, that no

difturbance or confufion may take place. At firft, thofe admitted profl;rate themfelves

on their knees, and thus advance towards the throne one after the other, when they

addrtfs the monarch, he remaining conflantly behind the curtain, without expofing

himfelf to the public view until every one that has entered, has done him homage. After

this has been efFeded, each, according to the cuflom of the country, fliakes hands with

the Quiteva, and retires ; he again places himfelf behind the curtain till the hall is once

more filled, and the fame ceremony is again repeated : in this manner the whole day

palTes in receiving homage. The next, the King fends his ambafladors to publifli the

death of the late prince, and the peaceable inflallation in his (lead of the new fovereign.^

So great is the refpedt the Caflres fliew their King, that" on being admitted to his

prefence they never prefume to look him in the face, or front him ; but withdrawing

on one fide, they keep their eyes conftantly bent on the ground, and never fpeak to

him but on their knees. The Portuguefe alone are allowed the privilege of addrefling

him fl:anding ; they otherwife follow the example of the CaflTres, and at intervals clap

their hands as a token of joy.

When all have been admitted to the prefence, and the levee is finlflied, the King

caufes wine, extrafted from millet and calkd Pombe, to be prefentcd to the whole of

the company. Should it happen that any one from apprehenfion fliould objefl to drink

of the prolleicd beverage, the refufal is regarded as an infult by the Quiteva, and the

individual guilty of fuch ill-manners is ordered not to quit the town except with his

permiflion, which, as it is never granted, caufes the delinquent to be thus configned to

perpetual imprifonment.

VOL. XVI. 4 T CHAP.
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CHAP. V.

—

Of the Ceremonies obferved hi caufing one of the Children of the late Kin*

to be placed on the Throne.— Of the civil Wars occafioned by fitch SucctJJions, and the

Cujlom ufual with the ^iteva of devoting himfelf to Death in cafe of any natural

Defed.

THE numerous offspring of the Quiteva occafions many candidates for the throne;

and as every one of his wives ufes her efforts to advance her own progeny to this dig-

nity, that much intrigue and difturbance fhould accompany their projeds cannot be

confidered a matter of furprize. Each endeavours, by prefents and magnificent pro-

mifes, to increafe the number of her partizans and aggrandife her interefl, at the expenfe

of that of her competitors, to caufe one of the princes, ail of whom are educated in

another quarter, to be admitted into the palace, for none can come to court without

the exprefs confent of the King, who in confequence is incefTantly folicited at every

hand. For, when with royal permilBon a prince once enters the palace, his preten-

fions to the throne are regarded as indifputable ; thofe, however, who have not this

permifTion, and by force feek to obtain this fecurity of fucceflion, by fuch demeanour

not only render themfelves criminal, but forfeit all pretenfions to the fovereignty.

Contiguous to the dominions of the Quiteva, are thofe of another prince called

Sedanda. This prince becoming afRifted with leprofy, refolved on following implicitly

the laws of the country, and poifoning himfelf, conceiving his malady to be incurable,

or at leafl that it would render him i'o loathfome in the eyes of his people, that they

would with difficulty recognize him. In confequence he nominated his fuccelTor,

holding as his opinion that fovereigns, who fhould ferve in all things as an example to

their people, ought to hare no defed whatever, even in their perfons ; that when any

defeds may chance to befal them, they ceafe to be worthy of life and of governing their

dominions ; and preferring death in compliance with this law, to life, with the reproach

of having been its violator.

But this law was not obferved with equal fcrupulofily by one of the Quitevas, who,

having loft a tooth, and feeling no difpofition to follow the pradice of his predecelTors,

publilhed to the people that he had loft a front tooth, in order that when they might

behold, they yet might be able to recognize him ; declaring at the fame time that he

was refolved on living and reigning as long as he could, efteeming his exiftence requi-

fite for the welfare of his fubjeds. He at the fame time loudly condemned the prac-

tice of his predecefTors, whom he taxed with imprudence, nay even with madnefs, for

having condemned themfelves to death for cafual accidents to their perfons, confeffing

plainly, that it would be with much regret, even when the courfe of nature fhould

bring him to his end, that he fliould fubmit to die. He obferved, moreover, that no

reafonable being, much lefs a monarch, ought to anticipate the fcythe of time ; and,

abrogating this mortal law, he ordained that all his fuccefTors, if fane, fhould follow

the precedent he gave, and the new law ertablilhed by him. He likewife flattered his

fubjeds with the hope of their feeing a new tooth grow in lieu of the one he had loft,

and adverting to the regret they would experience on lofing a prince whom they loved,

on account of a defed which time and patience might eventually remedy.

A neighbouring Sedanda, having once been nominated tor his fuccclTor by a Quiteva,

on his dying, with reafon attempted to enter the palace, and feat himfelf atnong the

women of the defunol, expcding according to cuitom that every one would acknow-

ledge his right ; but he found his evpedations vain, as the women with whom he was

at enmity, began to intrigue together to exclude him from the throne. With this view

3 tbey
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they Imputed to him many hnperfcftions ; openly oppofed his peaceable initiation, and
cbjecled to his entering the palace. The prince, who trufted to reconcile them to his

intereft; by dint of prefents and promifes, imagined their averfion would be of fliort

duration, and thai with the (hades of night all difficulty would vanifli ; he confe-

quently, unapprehenfive of the lengths to which they were capable of going, fufFered

the night to pafs without oflering the flightell umbrage. In the morning he again pre-

fented himfelf in front of the palace, but encountered flill greater refiftance than on the

preceding day, which obliged him a fecond time to retire. As foon as he was gone, the

women immediately fent to another prince who was abfent, enjoining him to repair

without delay to the palace, to take his feat among them, and aflume the throne. This
being effected without any parade, the poor Sedanda found himfelf fupplanted in a

throne which he confidered infallibly his own ; and refenting the affront thus put upon
him, he fought for vengeance by a refort to arms ; in this view he applied to his

friends and partizans, who promifed him fupport : but as thofe to whom he addreffed

himfelf were mere courtiers, who looked to improve their fortunes by his fuccefs, and
as by having recourfe to arms they would, according to the conftruftion of law, be
guilty of treafon, they, as foon as they were informed that the other prince had been
proclaimed King, and had peaceable poffeffion of the crown, abandoned him to his fate :

thus the unfortunate Sedanda faw all his hopes deftroyed, and was even obliged to fly

for fafety to the territories of his neighbours.

As foon as the new King is acknowledged legal poffeffor of the throne, he fummons
all his grandees to repair to court, to affift at the ceremony of breaking the bow of the

deceafed Quiteva, which bow is the fame as was made on his acceffion to the kingdom.
I'his aggregation of tlie nobility is a flratagem ufed by the fovereign to enable him to

rid himfelf of his enemies, for under pretence of making a court in the other world for

the deceafed, he caufes thofe grandees who are obnoxious to him to be affaffinated for

the purpofe of attending that monarch, and gives the pofls which they enjoyed to fuch

as poffefs his favour : thofe however who are inimical to the new King are not accuflomed
to obey the fummons, but prefer retiring to the dominions of fome neighbouring prince,

where they pafs the remainder of their days : in this they are imitated by all who may
have objeded to the nomination of the King.

CHAP. VI.— Of the Exccjfcs of the Caffres every Tear on occafion of the Anniverfary

of thefuneral Obfeqtiies of the Kings Predeceffors How at thcfc Times the Kingfuf-

fers himfelf to be viftbly imprfed upon by a Sorcerer, who counterfeits the Voice of the lafi

defutid Monarch ; and of the ejleem this engenders for him among the People.

THE King, every year, on the appearance of the new moon in the month of Septem-

ber, repairs to a mountain covered by a large foreft called Zimboc, which is the place

of fcpulture of the Kings. By a convocation of all his courtiers, and others who flock

hither from every part to be prcfent at the ceremonies ufed on the occafion of the cele-

bration of the obfequies of the Kings, he pretends to afford comfort to the fouls of his

predeceffors. As however the ceremonies confifl chiefly of exceffes, it is by no means
wondeiful thcfc monarchs fliould perfilt in their errors; they bewail the dead by dint

of drinking, and defift from leaping and dancing, then only when fatigue obliges them
to ccafe. The order of this anniverfary is as follows :

On the appointed day they repair to the mountain, and in the forefl; find materials

for feafling already prepared ; here they eat and drink fo plenteoufly, that throughout

the week thefe orgies laft, no one knows his companion.

4 T 2 The
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The King, who excites the company to drink, prides himfelf on being the bell and

greatefl; toper of the affembhige ; but the moft diverting part of the fcene is to fee z

troop of people drunk with wine, and fcarcely able to Hand, fo mad as to exhibit

a mock-engagement. For this purpofe they divide themfelves into two parties, one

oppofite to the other, their bows in their hands, from which they inceflantly difcharge

flights of arrows into the air as fignals of rejoicing. Now they advance towards each

other like two battalions about to engage, now ftrive each party to break through the

ranks of the one oppofed, mingling in a pleafing manner their forces, and playing off

a number of manreuvres. Thofe who remain firm on the field of battle are acknow-

ledged the moft valiant, and bear away the prize fet afide for thefe gambols ; but the

adjudgment, it will readily be conceived, is not always the moft correft, nor can thofe

who beft fuftained the ftiock at all times be rightly thought the braveft, as the conflidl

is between men fo deeply intoxicated as not to know their next companion.

The feafting terminated, the King and all his courtiers pretend for three days to

bewail the death of their former Kings ; after this period a demon enters into a Caffre

forcerer, and fo well imitates the voice of the laft King whofe obfequies are celebrated,

that every one is deceived, and imagines that it is the foul of the King from the other

world, returned to teach the reigning prince how to govern his people, which fpeaks.

The King now advances to confer with the forcerer ; every one proftrates himfelf; and

after other marks of refpeft for the foul of the prince, all retire, and leave the King

tcte-a-tete with the man pofleffed, who not only imitates the voice of the deceafed King,

but fpeaks in all kinds of languages if required, and holds converfation with the mo-
narch with the fame familiarity a father would with a fon who might interrogate him
on what is to happen in his kingdom. The demon pretends to unfold the future,

declares whether or no war will take place, and if the living King ftiall prevail or be

vanquifhed ; whether his fubjefts fhall revolt ; and many other fimilar things, in which

divers impoltures are dealt : and notwithftanding the King is aware of the cheat, he

neverthelefs annually continues the farce on account of the profit he derives from it in

prefents made on the occafion, and the efteem this mock-conference nouriflies for him
in the minds of the people ; thofe regarding him as the favourite of the fouls of the

dead, and believing he holds converfe with them when he will ; that he learns from

ihem, as oracles, whatever paffes in his dominions ; and is inftruded thus in the

rule of government he fliould follow.

It is not only at Sofala that recourfe is had to demons, the like pradice is common
in China. Father IMendoza, in his hiftory of that country, relates thcfe gentile bar-

barians to be accuftomed to addrefs themfelves to demons, with whom they hold con-

verfe at pleafure ; he even adduces an inftance to this efteft ; on failing from China to

the Philippines in a Chinefe junk, fo dreadful a tempeft arofe that all on board gave

themfelves up for lofl. The Cliinefe at this time began invoking their demons ; the

which perceiving the monks on board addrefled their prayers to heaven, and thefe pre-

venttd the effeft of the incantations of the Chinefe ; and as the infidels were folicitous

of knowing why they received no fuccour when in fuch prcfling need, and wherefore

fo far from their danger diminiftiing, as often before had been the cafe, it increafed, the

demons, though they alone were the authors of the lie, were conftrained to acknow-

ledge the truth of the cafe, confefting they were unable to effeft any thing owing to

the prayers of the monks on board ; a confeffion, however, which put thcfe lervants

of God in danger of being aflaflinated ever) inftant by the Chinefe, and caft into the

fea. The Chmefe at length added written invocations to thofe they had uttered aloud,

to which they received for anfwcr, that they had nothing to apprehend, as before three

days



SANTOS' HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA. 687

days elapfed, they would arrive at the defired heaven in fafety. The falfity of this pre-

didiou was, however, made clear by the event, for the time exprefled was much ex-

ceeded, and frefh tempefts arofe before they made the port, tempefls which vifibly

abated at the interceflion and prayer of thefe good monks, as even tlie Chinefe them-
felves allowed. This confeflion, indeed, on their part, extorted by the faft, was the

caufe of fome among them abandoning their fuperftitions, and embracing the true

religion.

CHAP. VII.— Of the Obfervance on the fart of the Caffres of certain Fcjlivats, during
•which no Labour is followed; and of the Punijhment infided by them on a Portuguefe,

on occafion of his killing a Calf on one of thefe facred Days.— Of the twentyfeven
Paradifes they expc6l to find in another World, and the Chafltfement they will have to

endure in one of the thirteen Hells they imagine to exifi.

IT is not without reafon the Caffres are regarded as one of the mofl; wicked and
barbarous nations upon earth, for they are perfeftly ignorant of all things neceffary to

falvation. They arc without religion, have neither temples nor altars, offer no liicri-

fices, have no minifterS: of worlhip, nor images reprefenting a divinity, though they

have a confufed idea, the refult of natural inftinft, which internally admonifhes them
of the exiftence of fome preternatural principle. They hence acknowledge a God,
who both in this and the world to come they fancy meafures retribution for the good
and evil done in this. They likewife believe in the exiftence of twenty-feven paradifes,

where every one enjoys a pleafure proportionate to the merits of his life. They do not

conceive that animals a£t from pure inftin£t, but allowing them a reafonable faculty,

hold them alike amenable with man to reward and punifhment, and ailign them a

fpecial feat of blifs, to which the fouls of Caffres will have accefs, thofe only excepted,

who, notwithilanding they believe in a great God whom they call Molungo, have yet

paffed their lives in wickednefs. Thefe, they fancy, will be condemned to a privation

from the fight of his holy prefence, and fuffer torment in one of the thirteen hells they

admit, each proportionate to the evil they have done. Thefe opinions are traditions

handed down from father to fon, as they have no written teftimonies, and refrain from

learning either to read or write.

Notwithftanding thefe are merely traditions, they yet are firmly perfuaded of their

truth. They, moreover, implicitly believe that monkeys have formerly been human
beings, endowed with reafoning faculties equal to thofe of the human fpecies, and

that even now they are dumb merely from apprehenfion that if they fhould talk they

would be made to work.

Though convinced of the exigence of a Deity, they neither adore nor pray to him,

but addrcfs themfelvcs wholly to their fovereigns, through whofe intercellion with

heaven, as they hold him to be capable of converfing with the fouls of the dead, they

look to obtain whatever they require.

The King, profiting by the fimplicity of his fubjeds, never grants them audience witli-

out they bring with them handlbme prefents : hence thefe unfortunate beings, under

the perluafion that tlicir King is a Deity, exhauft their utmoll means, and ruin them-

felves in gifts to obtain with more facility what they need. Thus, piollrate at his feet,

they implore of him, when the weather long continues dry, to intercede with heaven

that they may have rain j and when too much rain has fallen, that they may have fair

weather
i
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weather ; thus alfo in cafe of winds, ftorms, and every thing they would either depre-

cate or implore.

The King, well convinced that he poflefTes no fuch power, and that fuch things

depend on a great God, Lord of heaven and earth, never fails of returning an encou-

raging anfwer, couched in general terms, telling them to go back to their houfes,

that he will refleft on what they alk, that he will ufe his beft efforts for their comfort,

and that, after a fhort time, if their wiflies fliould not be fatisfied, they mud again

come to him to iterate their prayers without dread of tiring his patience, for that he

deems it a pleafure to liflen to the complaints of his people, that he may be employed

in procuring a remedy as ample as his power admits.

The people, notwithftanding they obtain nothing of what they afic from the King,

ftill perfevere in their entreaties ; and as they never go empty-handed to his prefence,

but conftantly with prefents adequate to what they require, they flrip themfelves of

nearly all they are worth. In the mean time rain falls or ceafes ; the wind, which cannot

blow for ever, finks into a calm : but, inllead of attributing thefe events to the great

Molungo, the immutable decrees of God who wills the fucceffion of feafons, they

afcribe them to the King, on whom the people rely, from the facility he poffeffes of"

communicating with the fouls of their Kings. Thus does the King take advantage of

the ignorance of his fubjeds, and profit by popular fuperftition, which he promotes

by a variety of illufive praftices.

On interrogating fome of the bell informed among them refpefting where they con-

ceived the fouls of thofe to be who had lived a good life and fulfilled their moral

duties upon earth, and whether they were in the heaven of Molungo, the anfwer was
— That this feat of beatitude was inhabited by God alone; that the bleft had for

their abode certain delightful fpots, where they enjoyed three times thrice three times

told that portion of enjoyment they had experienced in this life ; that the fouls of men
were imperilhable; and that the joys of the future life vaftly exceed whatever can be

known on earth. Thefe opinions afford ground for belief, that at fome former period

many among them enjoyed a knowledge of true religion ; and this is corroborated not

only by their creed, refpefling the immortality of the foul, but alfo by their obfer-

vance of occafional feftivals, with a ftridnefs which might put Chriftians to the blufh;

for many Chriftians profane them by dedicating them to labour, or pay but little re-

gard to their feftivals, whereas thefe infidels fcrupuloufly obey the law which forbids

them to kill on thefe days any living thing whatever, even for their fupport, as will

be feen by the following relation.

A Portuguefe merchant, travelling with his people from Sofala to Zimboc, was ob-

liged, owing to bad weather, to remain during one of thefe feftivals in the town of

Quiteva ; and, being ignorant of the rigorous law forbidding the killing of any animal

on this day, he had an ox flaughtered for himfelf and his flaves. The Quiteva, to whom
this was immediately reported by fpies maintained by him in the town, who bring him

intelligence of all that paffes, was exceedingly angry that the Portuguefe ftiould prefume

to violate a day fo facred, and, as a punifhment for the crime committed againft the

great Molungo, forbade either himfelf or his flaves to eat of the ox he had killed, and

not only this, but ordered that it fliould be kept in his houfe till fuch time as the

Mufimo, or faint of the day, whofe feftival it was, fliould come and confume it.

The unfortunate Portuguefe, not daring after this order to touch the beaft, left it

in the condition it was on his receiving the King's command ; and, as he had not

hitherto withdrawn the entrails, the great heat which prevails at that feafon of the year

foon rendered it putrid. It afterwards fmelt fo badly that the merchant could not bear

the
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the houfe, where however he was, by exprefs diredion of the King, obh'gcd to abide,

as a punifhment for having profaned the fandity of the day. Prefents were now reforted

to, but in vain ; nothing could (hake therefolution of the King, nor induce him to

grant permiiTion to flaughter another beaft for the fupport of the Portuguefe and his

fervants. Here may be remarked the religious fcrupulofity of this barbarous King,
who preferred expofmg a whole town to infeftion from the putrefaftion of the animal,

to allowing the infraftion of the holy law. This regularity in an infidel prince fliould

ferve as an example to thofe Chriftians who have fo little regard for the due obfervanc'e

of the holy fabbath, and other fedivals.

CHAP. VIII.— Of the Title given by the Caffres to the Ouiteva, ejleemed by us injurious

^

and which with them are looked upon as honourable DiJim£tions^ and oftheir Manner of
Procedure on Trials.

THE Quiteva has three or four hundred men for his guards, who are called Inficis,

that is to fay, butchers or executioners, who faithfully execute his orders on thofe

whom their fovereign condemns to death. Indeed, their mere appearance occafions

terror ; for with them they carry all the inflruments requifite for the prompt execution
cf their duty, according to the fentence pronounced, and without any form of procefs

behead, hang, or othcrwife put to death on the fpot, whenever the King condemns
;

on this account all avoid coming in their way as much as poflible, left they fhould be
the fubject of their orders, or the victim of their error or indignation.

Previous 1 1 performing' an office enjoined them, they aflemble round the palace of
the King, crymg aloud, " Inhama, Inhama," words that fignify they are about to put
fome one to death. With this object in view, they' carry a long cord round their necks,

and another round their waift, for taking thofe with who are condemned ; when they
have in one hand a cuilafs, and in the other a large club, it is a fignal of fome one
being to be beheaded. As foon as the criminal is apprehended, they give him a heavy
blow on the head with the club, which felling him to the ground, they immediately

fall upon him and cut off his head.

There are other Caffres who are likewife attendants on the King, and are called

Marombes. Thefe furround the palace, and fing the praife of the King, whom they

term lord of the fun and moon, king of the earth, of mountains, woods, and forefls,

the conqueror of his enemies, great in all things, the great forcerer, the great thief, the

great lion, giving him aifo the name of other bealts, names which are not confidered

injurious, provided they be accompanied by the defignation Great: when tlie King travels

to any part alfo, he is attended by muficians who fing his praife.

Of thefe people the King makes ufe for carrying his orders where requifite, and
wherever they pafs all ai-e emulous of entertaining them in the beft poflible manner, and
of making them the moft valuable prefents. If any thing attratts their fancy, they give

a hint ot its pleafing them firll, but if the poflclfor (hould not ot himfelf be fo com-
plail'ant to prefent it to them, they are impudent enough to feize upon it without any
daring to refiit them ; fo far from it, every one elleems himfelf fortunate provided he
fiiould have any thing worthy acceptance. Sometimes, indeed, they are guilty of out-

rage on individuals to poffels themfelves of their prt)perty ; and at others they meet
with people who refiit their depredations, and oblige them to undergo one of the three

following ordeals for difcovering the truth before the judge.

The
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The modes of adminiftenng juflice are three, by what are termed oaths, but which

are frightful procefles. The firfl confifts in fwallowing poifon without ill confequences

;

the fecond in licking a bar of red-hot iron ; and the third in fwallowing bitter water

without inconvenience.

The firfl: of thefe oaths or ordeals is termed by the CafFres, Lucaffe. A vafe full of

poifon is prefented to the perfon, who by oath is to purge himfelf of a crime with which

he is charged, and who is affured that it will do him no harm provided he be innocent j

but alfo, provided he be guilty and conceal the truth, that it will furely prove his death.

The dread of this trial often induces criminals to confefs the deeds they are charged

with, which are exemplarily puniflied ; for the judge condemns the aggreflbr or he who
made falfe depofition, together with his wife and children, to become for ever the flaves

of the injured party, and half his goods and poflefTions advert to that party, and half

to the crown. But what is mofl; afl:onifliing, if the perfon accufed be innocent, the

poifon does him no injury whatever, whereas if he be guilty he expires immediately

after fwallowing the draught.

The fecond oath or ordeal is termed Xoqua : a piece of iron is heated red-hot in a

furnace, from which it is taken by a pair of tongs, and prefented to the perfon who
has to undergo the proof, and who is direfted to lick it, with affurance that his inno-

cence or guilt will appear by the experiment ; for that, if he be criminal, it will not

only burn his tongue but his face alfo, but that if guilty it will do him no injury. The
afpeft of this frightful apparatus fo much terrifies the unfortunate beings, fubjedt to its

proof, as to make them fweat and tremble exceedingly, and almofl; become petrified,

wavering in irrefolution whether to maintain their falfity or confefs their crime, in

order to avoid a torture capable of drawing confeflion of that even of which they have

not been guilty. What, however, is certainly fhameful, fome Chriftians have been

known to fubjeft their flaves to this ordeal ; and of them feveral have even for three

fucceflive times licked a red-hot bar without experiencing the leaft hurt.

The third oath or ordeal is not equally dangerous with the preceding. It is termed

by the CafFres, Calang. A beverage is compofed of difagreeable herbs boiled in a pot,

the juice of which is exceedingly bitter, and this is prefented to the accufed with ad-

monifliment, that if innocent he will take the whole at a draught, and vomit it back

without any confequence ; but that he muft take care of what he is about to do, fince

if culpable, and defirous yet of deceiving, and feeming innocent, on fwallowing the

fmallefl; portion of the beverage it will choak him, an event which has oftentimes

occurred.

One is at lofs to what, unlefs the interpofition of the Deity, a circumftance fo ex-

traordinary is to be afcribed. It is poflible, that divine interference may on fuch occa-

fions be exercifed for the manifeftation of the innocence of the perfon accufed, and to

draw down a merited chaftifement on the guilty. This ordeal is indifputably founded

on holy writ, for in the Old Teftament are many examples almofl: in every refped ac-

cordant. In the book of Numbers, chap. v. efpecially, it is ft:ated as an ordonnance,

when a hufband difputes the fidelity of his wife, that he fliould conduft her to a Levite,

who fliould adminifter to her certain bitter waters to drink, and that if fhe had been

unfaithful, her entrails in confequence would be fo powerfully affefted that fhe v.'ould

ftiortly after burft, but that if innocent they would do her no harm.
There is, moreover, in Sardinia, a certain well, the waters of which are in no refpecl

lefs miraculous ; for if an individual has been guilty of robbery, or if any defire exifl;

of knowing the truth of any fecret or important aclion, in one or the other cafe, pro-

vided the perfon fufpeded in the one inftance of theft, or in the other of falfehood, be

brought
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brought to the well, and his face be waflied with the water drawn from it, If he be
guilty he immediately becomes blindj but if innocent, it will benefit and ftrengthen
the fight.

CHAP. IX.

—

Of the ridiculous Dre/s of the Caffres ; their ftngular Manner of cutting

their Hair, fo different from that of the Quifeva, who -wears a Rejemblance of Four
Horns on his Head, his Subjeds being allowed but three.—Of their Mode ofhunting.

ALL the Caffres are well made, and of good appearance ; but they render them-
felves ridiculous by the extravagant mode of their dreffing their hair, which is frizzled

and cut in fuch manner as to prefent the appearance of horns on each fide of the head,
and on their forehead *

; to keep it erect, they tie the hair round a flick with a kind of
grafs, which ferves them for ribbons. This praftice they adopt, as they fav, to imitate

male animals, on whom nature has bellowed the ornament of horns to diftinguiHi them
from females ; women, that art may prefent the fame diftinftion with the human, as

nature does with the brute creation, are prohibited from wearing their hair dreffed in

this manner. Moreover, as well in the difpofirion as the number of the horns, there

is a difference between the Quiteva and his fubjeiVs ; this prince wearing one on
his forehead half a foot long, two others above his ears, and one on the nape of his

neck, whereas his fubjefls are permitted to wear no more than three.

There is little difference between the drefs of the fovereign and the great, and that

of the common people: the former are clad, from the waift downwards, in a robe of cot-

ton or filk; the latter in the (kins ofmonkeys, or other animals killed in hunting. Thofe
v/ho are deftitute of means to clothe themfelves go entirely naked, without any one
taking exception ; the more wealthy wear at times Machiras, or long cloaks, which
train on the ground. Thefe are worn fallened to the left flioulder only ; and the length

of the train of them is deemed to add to the gravity of the walk of the wearers while

it denotes the eafe of their circumftances. As to what regards hofe, (hoes and ftock-

ings are unknown, the King and the people alike going bare-foor, that they may be more
a^ive in running and hunting.

They have ever been paffionately attached to the latter exercife, lefs for the pleafure

it affords, than from their antipathy to labour, being naturally fo idle, that when obliged

to remain at home, they pafs the day iu drinking, dancing, and jumping, leaving to

their wives the culture of the ground, and fpcnding their whole lives in pallime and

pleafure; this indeed fo generally, that there are no exceptions but a fniali number of

artifans, employed in fabric^.ting clotiis and (luffs of cotton-wool, and in tipping their

arrows, in arming their clubs with iron, and fabricating offenfivc and dcfenfive weapons,

as well for ufe in war as in hunting.

When a hunting-party is propofcd, the people go out conllantly accompanied by the

majority of their molt intimate friends, and efpecially when the Quiteva intends a royal

hunt. On this lad occafion, all the Caffres of the nc-ighliourhood of the fpot where it

is to take place, are advift d of his intention, and affemblc to the number of four or

five hundred men. Thcfe furround fome wood in which they know there is game,

keeping clofe together, penetrate the clofefl thickets, ejaculate loud cries, beat the

• Mofes in ancient paintings, is rcprcfcntcd >villi two horns on the lieaJ. Was t'lis mode of drrfling

tlie li.iir ever common in Kgypt ? and did tlic Egyptianaj iu this cafe, fcl the failiioii I'lenilclvcs, or re-

ceive it from the Ethiopians ? EncTrans.
VOL. XVI. 4 u bullies.
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bufhes, anJ fo intimidate the tenants of the foreft, little accuftomed to hear the CiUnce

of their fhades invaded by the fliouts of man, that they leave their haunts and peaceable

retreats to fly for fafety to the open country. Here they find themielves befet by a

multitude cf hunters and hounds, by whom they are purfued and overwhelmed with

clouds of arrows. It is only when the monarch is prefent, that a iion is allowed to be

killed, for of all his titles, that on which he moft prides himfelf, is king of thefe ani-

mals ; fuch as ihould prefume to violate the ordinance which profcribesthe hunting of

lions, except on occafion of the prefence of the king, would expofe hiiufelf to be

feverely mulcled, or even perhaps to the penalty of deavh.

CHAP. X.

—

Of three Mocks of hunting ufiial with the Caffrcs ; and of ichji befel a

certain Portiiguefe, ivho in the Abfence of the Quile-va, happened to kill a Lien.

THERE refuled at Sofala a certain Portuguefe, called Rodriguez Lobo, who had fo

much ingratiated himfelf with the Ouiteva, that he obtained from, him a grant of the

major part of the ifland of Alaroopa, on the river Sofala. This monarch, imitating

the ccnduft of other fovereigns towards their favourites, flrove by every means to

aggrandize Lobo, and elevate him above the refl of his courtiers ; and, to crown his

largeffes, bellowed on him the title of his wife, as one of the moft ftriking tokens of

his attachment. Rodriguez, who, on his fide, was as little free as others from the

common failing of favourites, of abufmg the confidence of their prince, imagined all

was permitted him, confcious, as he was, of the king having ordered all his fubjecls to

treat him as his wife. He, confequently, one day allembled a number of friends and

{laves to take the diverfion of hunting, and, roufing a lion, he fliot at and killed the

beafl, notwithftanding he knew that an adion of this kind was prohibited under penalty

of death. The favourite, whofe good fortune had drawn on him a hoft of enemies,

was fhortly after denounced to the King, ss a violator of the law ; the denouncers

thinking thereby to ruin him in the royal efleem, and, by his difgrace, to pave the

way to their own advancement. Their defign fucceeded ; they found the king difpofed

to chaflife the prefumption of Rodriguez, and make him an example to the whole king-

dom, which fhould deter others from daring to repeat fuch deeds in oppofition to his

decrees. i

Lobo, aware of his crime, and fearful left his enemies fliould prevail to his prejudice,

had recourfe to ftratagem. He caufed the lion to be covered with leaves as if he would
conceal it, and, enveloping it with a number of pieces of cloth, prcfented it in this ftate

to the king, to whom he directed to be ftated, that Rodriguez Lobo, whom he had

honoured with the title of his well-beloved wife, while hunting, was attacked by a lion

whofe fury threatened his life; and that, defirous of preferving it, lefs on his own
account than for the fatibfadion of his lord, for whom he lived more than for himfelf,

he had lanced a javelin at, and killed the terrible animal ; and the better to fulfil his

vengeance for the daringnefs of the beaft, he had thought right to fend it to him as the

great king of the lions, that his orders might juftity the deed, which in itfelf was in-

nocent; and that his fubjcdfs might look upon it as one of which he moft humbly befought

his Majefty to believe he could not premeditatedly have been guilty. The hajidfoinc

turn given to this fpeech by Rodriguez Lobo fo much pleafed the King, that he fent

him word he might make himfelf eafy on the fcore of the lion, fince he might have

been in fome danger from it ; and that in future he was at liberty, as long as any lions

6 remained
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remained on his ifland, to facriiice as many as he pleafed, either for his amufement, or
to revenge their depredations. The courtiers, who were prcfent at this determination

of the fovereign, applauded its propriety, and were as loud in the praife of Rodriguez
as they had (hortly before been violt;nt againfl him. In the meau-tinie, that his favou-

rite might be juflified in the eyes of the people, he iffiied a proclamation, by which all

people, Rodriguez Lobo his dear wife alone excepted, were prohibited, under pain of
death and confifcation of all their goods, from killing lions.

The Caftres being expert hunters, ufe a variety of means in furprifing animals: fome-
times they dig pits four or five feet deep, and feven or eight long, but wider ar the top

than the bottom : thefe they cover with branches of trees and ftraw, in order that the

more weighty animals, tigers for example and elephants, falling into them, may be fo

much hurt as to be unable to releafe themfelves, and thus remain at the dil'cretion of the

hunters, to perifh of hunger, or by fliots or arrows.

At other times they furround the coverts in which the game lie, as I have before

defcribed, and oblige them to take to the river ; when, from the oppofite fide, they

fhoot at them till fome lucky arrow pierces a mortal part.

Now again, when the equinoctial rains fwell the volume of the river and make it

overflow, and the wild beads are driven from their holds by the inundation, they await

them on the upper grounds, whither they repair to avoid the waters, and find them
colleded in fuch numbers, that fcarcely an arrow is (hot but kills fome or other of the

herds ; for, on this occafion, though their natural ferocity at other times is fuch that

they prey on each other, this ficrctnefs undergoes a change which is furprifing ; th y
feem united as much as when they entered into the ark, and peaceably colleQ: in bands
and herds as if the common danger alone engrofl'ed their faculties, and rendered them
common friends.

The lord of the ifland in the river, folicitous once of exhibiting a hunting match
to Father Dos Santos, sflemblcd more thim five hundred men, armed with bows
and arrows and fome match locks. On entering the wood they killed three wild boars,

and purfued feveral others, as well as fome elephants and tigers, which were fo much
intimidated that they fled to another quarter ; while, however, they were in purfuit of

thefe, they found a young lion and a tiger whelp, which they captured, and which were
prefeiited to Father Dos Santos ; he accepted them with great pleafure, but foon had
reafon to repent his poffcffion of them, (or the mother-tiger fccnting her young in

his houfe, came the following night, making hideous outcries in the neighbourhood as

if ready to devour all the inhabitants, and dafliing with violence againfi the doors and
windows, a practice (he repeated four nights running. But whether tigers cannot

bear confinement, whether the whelp was too young to be parted (rom its mother, it

died at the end of the fourth day ; and the carcafe be ing thrown into the fields, was
not found again on the next morning, whence it was fuppofed the mother had borne

it away.

At another time Father Dos Santos, in company wiih another monk, were much
terrified at feeing a CaflVe making towards them at full fpccd, and feemiiigly admoniflt-

ing them of fome danger they did not perceive. On his joining them, however, they

found his motive to be merely to induce them to quicken their pace that they might
behold fix lions, which had juft pafl'ed the river, and which were traverfing a neigh-

touring valley. The monks made haftc towards the fpot, but not truding too much
either to the Ca(rres or the lions, which were vifibic only by the trace they made in

the grafs, of great height and very thick, they had the precaution to take their (laiion

on the fuinniit of a hill.

4va The
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The monks, who paffed the night here, towards day break overheard the roaring of

lions and tigers, feemingly difputing the prey one of them had taken. This as he

devoured kept growling at and threatening the others to prevent their feizing it from

him.

Tigers are fo fond of human flefh, whether alive or dead, that in the latter cafe,

when they fcent the putrifying bodies, they enter the places of fepulture to tear them

from their graves ; to prevent this, the graves are dug to fome depth, and over them a

large ftone is laid. One naorning a dead tiger was found on a tomb, after vain efforts

to tear from the grave beneath a body which was interred, and after, in the attempt,

having dug a grave for himfelf, in which he expired of old age, wounds, and

hunger.

Befides lions, tigers, and leopards found in this country, naturalifts relate that it pro-

duces reptiles called Inhazaras*, which have four toes to the fore feet, and five to the

hinder : they live like rabbits in warrens, whence they occafionally go abroad for fub-

fiftence, and feed on ants. Many affirm they fubfift on air, grounding their opinion

on the circumflance of nothing but air being found in their entrails after their death ;

but the mofl probable matter, as they have no teeth, is, that ants are their fupport,

for they are conftantly found near ant-nefts with their mouth open and tongue pro-

truded, whence the little induflrious inhabitants, continually fallying forth to fwell

their wintry flore, collecb on the tongue of the Inhazara, as if they would cany it

away to their hoard ; and when this reptile feels its tongue fufficiently loaded it draws

it in, clofes its jaws, and at once devours the little family which hoped to eat him
piece meal.

CHAP. XL—Of the uncertain Jbodcs of the Cafres, who pilch their Tents where Plenty

reigns. The Manner in "which their Laivfuits are terminated, whether before the

King or Covernors of Provinces.— Their Mode of making Winefrom Millet and Rice.

THE Caffres, being naturally idle and avcrfe from labour, conftantly pitch for their

refidence on fpots produftive of abundance of the means of fupport, which, however,

it is difficult for them to find, as they commonly remove in bodies of from three to

four thoufand, and encamp now in one now in another quarter ; and as they do not

very willingly quit their abodes, though but of ftraw, when they begin their march

their camp is fet on fire in order that none may linger or return ; when they arrive at

a fpot fuited to their purpofe they conftruct others. Their Itock of moveables is very

(lender, confifting merely of a bow and arrows for each male, a fnigle pot for each

family, in which their millet and rice is cooked, and two fpoons, one for ftirring their

rice and another to eat with. In general they fleep on a mat of reeds fpread on the

ground ; and in the midfl: of winter they kindle a fire in the middle of the houfe, round

which each places himfelf to fleep or reft. Their idle nature inclines theni to prefer

dwelling in woods and forefts, rather than in the open country, that they may not

have to go too far in fearch of what is neceflary for them ; and here they build their

huts, and live like wild beafts ; when weary of one abode changing it for another,

efpecially at thj injunction of their captain or governor.

As for any difputes which may arife between the different individuals of an encamp-

ment, the captain or chief of it, who is appointed by the king, fits as judge and de-

* A fpecies of Lizard.

cides~

i
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cidt's fumniavlly, without any appeal being allowed to the fovereign, who merely takes

cognizance ot" matters cf greater confequence. In the inftance either of the fovereign

or the chief of an er.campment fitting as judge, the parties plead their own caufe in

court, the injurious praftice of employing lawyers and council being unknown. After

hearing the caufe, the judge gives ientence ; the party who lofes forfeits all his property,

of which one half goes to the judge, and the refidue to the one who gains the fuit.

Hunting is not only a paflime, it is with them indifpenfable, as they principally de-

pend on it for fubfi (fence : and when it chances they are unfuccefsful, they live on what-

ever kind of animal comes in their way ; for example, monkeys, cats, rats, kc,

making up with filh and vegetables ; but their principal food confifts of millet and rice,

both which likewife yield them a kind of wine:

When about to prepare this wine, they foak the requifite quantity of millet in water,

leaving it for two or three days till it begins to four ; afterwards, taking it out, it is

fuffered to drain the fpace of two or three hours ; they next place it in a mortar, in

which it is pounded till reduced to a parte ; this done, a cauldron half full of water

is placed over the fire, into which, when it begins to boil, as much of the pafte before

defcribed is gradually thrown in as of rice flour, and the mixture is ftirred up that it

may unite ; when the quantity intended to be prepared is thus blended together, and
the whole has well boiled, the cauldron is taken off the five that the beverage may cool

:

the drink is called Pombe ; the boiled grain ferves for food.

This extract of rice and the pafte of millet, ^after remaining at reft for two or three

days, heats and ferments, nearly in the fame manner as new wine does with us ; but

the people never drink of it till the fermentation has ceafed, when they ufe it with

fuch little moderation as often to become intoxicated : in order that they may con-

ftantly have ftore, they evciy day make a frefh fupply, for the longer it remains fo as to

become four and what we fliould deem fpoilcd, the better they reckon it, the more
anxious after it they become, and attribute to it the greater virtue.

Thofe not partial to this beverage make another, compofcd of certain herbs refembling

the Cointre ; of thefe they afterwards take the leaves, which, drying and reducing to

powder, they eat, and find highly nutritious. By eating thefe leaves, and drinking

the water in which they have been inftifcd, they fublift for days together, taking

nothing elfe.

CHAP. XII.

—

How the ^Ueva iv'tjl^es to be thought the only Sorcerer in the Kingdom,

and of the Punijliment incurred by thofe loho affume this Title.—Of the fuperflitious

Ceremonies obfcrved by the Caffres at their Nuptials ; lUid the injurious Epithets befloived

on their Slaves.

THE Quiteva, efteeming as honorary diftinftions titles which with us would be

regarded as oftenfive, is fo jealous of that of forcerer that he forbids all his fubjedts under

pain of death to aifume it without his pcrmifllon, being unwilling to fliare this coveted

privilege, other than with his dearcfl confidants, to whom he grants it as a fpecial

favour: fo much is this the cafe, that if any rogue fufpe6tcd of withcraft be found,

it is allowable to put him to death ; and the murderer, far from incurring a penalty,

is rewarded with half the property of the perfon flain, while the other half belongs to

the King.

If any one difcovering a malefactor takes upon himfelf to purfue him in order to

obtitin fentence for the crimes of which he may have been guilty, and he be condemned,
i the
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the perfon thus engaging on this objeft becomes mafter of his fate, whether to live or

die. If he preferve his life, the cuIpHt afterwards remains his flnve, and is known

folely by the name of the crimes of which he has been guilty, fuch as thief, mur-

derer, &c. ; and this that the wretch, continually hearing thefe names repeated, may
be put in mind of the crime of which he has been guilty, and which has reduced

him to flavery, may be rendered more humble, and bear in memory the laws he has

violated, and the punifliment, but for the mercy of his mafter in commuting it for

flavery, he would have undergone.

The King, defirous of being efteemed the only forcerer within his dominions, is in

confequence the only one who enjoys the title ; this, however, is no impediment to

the conftant facrileges of the fuperftitious Caffres : thefe never begin any the flighteft

affair, neither fow, plant, nor fet out on a journey without confuhing, by cafting lots,

on the fate of the undertaking ; when, (hould chance be adverfe to their wiflies and

expectations, they lay the blame on their images, which they abufe and ill-treat in con-

fequence. That they may never be devoid of means of divining the future, they

always carry about them certain round pitces of wood, with a hole through the middle,

which they throw in the fame manner as we do dice j and notwiihftanding the vanity

of tliis idle piece of fuperftition, they nevcrthelefs are exceedingly partial to its

practice.

Others there are who imitate the Chinefe in their manner of telling fortunes. In

this view they play at a game of hazard before their idols, and fliould chance be againft

them kick and box their idols, but if after this corredion, on purfuing their experiments

they fhould continue unfuccefsful, they burn the hands and feet of them in the fire
;

fhould ill fortune ftill attend them, they caft the idols on the ground, trample them under

feet, and dalh them about with fuch force as to break them in pieces. Some indeed,

who iliow greater veneration to their images, content themfelves with fettering and

binding them till they have obtained their end ; but fhould not this take place as early

as their impatience looks for, they faften them to a cord and gradually let them down

into the water, even to the bottom, thus trufting to force them to be propitious : if

after this, good fortune fliould not follow, the idols are then withdrawn from the water,

the patience of even thefe milder Caflres becomes exhauiled, and the images are fubjeded

to the grofllft indignities.

Thefe people are not fuperftitious merely in matters dependant on chance, they are

fo in what regards their nuptials. The bridegroom muft meet with a man ftrong

enough to carry him on his back to the abode of his intended fpoule without halting

;

fhould he ftop by the way the wedding does not take place on that day, but is deferred to

a future period.

"When a young man feels difpofed to marry, he applies to the fiither and mother of

his intended, and treats with them for their daughter, not as for a companion and w^ife,

but as for a flave, bargaining with them in like manner we would do for merchandize,

and haggling about the number of cows and ftieep to be given in exchange. 1 he price

being at length fettled, the relatives and friends of both parties aflemble to celebrate

the marriage, and the bridegroom being carried by fome friend without refting from his

own houfe to the houfe of his bride, the exchange is made, and the parties attending

make prefents to the newly-joined couple, of rice, millet, and other things neceflary to

begin houft-keeping.

The title of flave would certainly be more appropriate to the newly married bride

than that of wife, for provided the hufljand after marriage fliould be tired of his com-

panion, he is at liberty to fend her back to her parents, who are obliged to receive her

again

;
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again ; thefe may again fell her to any other perfon, her firfi: hufband ceafing to have

any controul over her. Thus the only advantage accruing to the wife or her parents

is the cattle given in barter. By fuch means thofe fathers ci families whofe daughters

are numerous, become wealthy. But this renunciation which b allowed to tbe hufband,

u not alike permitted by the law of the country to the wife, in order no doubt to pre-

vent the great plurality and frequent change of hulbands which would otherwife be the

confequencc. The man is not reftricted to any number of wives, but is free to pur-

chafe and keep as many as he can maintain.

Before they marry, thefe people pay attention whether or no the flave they are about

to purchafe, has either any part of the body, the eye-brows or eyes, ofa white colour ;

this fometimes happens to be the cafe, and is a fource of great alarm to a Caffre, who
imagines fuch to be children of the devil, not being able to comprehend how it is

pollible their wives fliould produce white children. It is related that in the year 1600,

Don Jerome Coniinho, on bis return from the Indies, where he commanded the forces

of Portugal, brought with him a girl with eyes entirely white, but Ihe died at fea, after

the veilel in which fhe came had paffed the ifland of St. Helena.

Among this people are women who are in a manner lavages, and perpetually dwell

among the woods ; when near the time of their pregnancy, they are conftantly in

modon, like does, running by the fide of bulhes in order to leltcn the pains ot child-birth

by the odours they inhale ; what however is ftill more fingular, as foon as they ara

delivered, they feek Ibme fpring or fountain in which to wafli both themfelves and their

ofispring, and return to their dwellings, where they continue to follow their houfehold

affairs in the fame manner as if nothing had happened, though oftentimes they will

have produced two and even three children at a birth. Moreover, as their means

would be inadequate to the fupport of fo many young ones at a time, God provides for

the exigence by beftowing on the men breafls of milk as amply lupplied as thofe ol the-

women, as was feen by ourfelves in the inflance of a perfon of the name Pedro dc

Sofala, whofe wife died after having brought forth a girl. This unfortunate fatiier

polfeiling no means of maintaining a nurfe for fuckling his child, placed it to his own

breaft, and fucklcd it the fpace of a year; he would have done a ftill longer time

indeed, had not the infant died, after which the breafls of this charitable father ceafed

fo give milk. Like inftances, however extraordinary, have often occurred in the town

of Sofala, as well as at Hormouz ; and a fimilar event is related to have taken place in

the town of Moura in Portugal, where an old man, fixty years of age, and obliged

to fupport himfclf by the fweat of his brow, did notwithftanding fuckle from his

breafts the two orphan's of a female relation.

In an ifland called Inhaquea, between Sofala and the River Luabo, an old woman of

fixty years of age becoming pregnunt, produced a child ; and notwithflanding her'

great age, reared it and gave it fuck herfelf.

However barbarous thefe people be by nature, they yet are not devoid of feeling for

their children ; thefe they rear with niceit care, and for their provifion ft live to amafs

what property they can. But as the King is fo perfeftly ablblute as at pleafute to dif-

pofe of the property and even the lives of all his fubjee^s, thefe, as foon as they have

amaffed a property which may invite the eye of cupidity, prepare to lofe it ; being fatis-

fied that, foon or late, imaginary crimes will be imputed to them, of which they will

be adjudged guilty, that opportunity may be offered of confifcating what they poffefs

to the King ; hence it is a current faying among them, that whatever they amafs by

their toil and induftry, docs not belong to themfelves but to the fovereign, regarding

themfelves merely as the depofitai-ics of what fome day rault pafs to him, and their

children be uniuflly deprived of.

CHAP.
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CUKV.lilW.—Ofihe four Jmbapdors fent by ihe Ouiteva 1o coUeB Tribute, thefirji

of whom reprcfcnts the King hhnfcf, il:efccond his Mouth, ihe third his Eyes, and ihe

fourth his Ears.

WHEN the time for coUeftlng the annual tribute is at hand, the Kinp felefts four

ambafladors for the purpofe of receiving it, each of whom has a diltind title. The
whole four reprefent the Quiteva hinfelf, but efpecially the firll, who is treated with

the moft profound refpeft ; he. that he may prelcrve a proportionate dignity, remains

perpetually filent. The fecond is termed the King's m'.uth, his fundion, to interpret

the orders ol the monarch, and explain the fubjed of his embaify. The third is deno-

minated the King's eye, his duty, diligently to remark whatever pjCes on the embalTy, in

order on his return that he may render a faithful account, and efpecially to have a

fliarp look after the number and quality of the articles prefented, that none may be

pilfered, nor any of value be fubftituted by thofe of lefs. The fourth bears the name of

the King's ears, his charge, to fee and hear every thing, and chiefly to watch that the

ambaflador who fpeaks, does not either augment or diminilh aught contained in his

inftruQions, the particulars of which are detailed to the three others. The Caffres

generally call thefe ambafladors Mutumos ; they are always the chiefs of the kingdom,

and particularly he who reprefents the fnereign's perfon ; this individual is one of his

fons, and in confequence is treated with greater deference by the people than the reft.

Thefe four ambafladors take with them more than a hundred Caflres, deftined to carry

the articles of tribute received. When they approach a fpot where they intend to fo-

journ, they fend an exprefs to the captain or governor of the difl;ridl:, to inform him of

their arrival, in order that he may coine out to meet and render them the cufl:omary

honours. The captain, on receiving the information, advances to meet thein as far as

the entrance into the town, accompanied by a number of muficians and dancers, who
play and exhibit their gambols before the ambaifadors in the proceflion, while the noife

of the drums, in unifon with the public acclamations, fill the air with a pleafing fym-

phony. The CalTres of the embafly march in a body, but their apparel is plain and

uncoitly, their only ornament being a coronet on the head, made of hen's feathers, and

adjufl;ed after a particular manner. This troop marches before the four Mutumos,
who take ftation according to their rank ; the laft, being of higheft dignity, has the

greateft number of people about him. When they reach the entrance into the town,

the governor, who is there in waiting, receives them with all imaginable refpeft, and

conducts them through the croud to the apartments prepared for their reception.

On entering th2 gates of towns which are fortified, it is cuftomary to falute the

Mutumos by a difcharge of artillery. Thefe gentlemen, on their firfl vifiting bofala

after it was poflefled by the Portu?^uefe, were npt a little alarmed at the report of the

artillery, and imagining that fach loud firiiig could not be without fome danger to

their perfons, they begged as a favour of the governor of Sofala to difcharge no more
cannoTi, as the mere report had already caufed the death of one of the attendants on the

embaflTay, who was actually killed with dread ; recovering afterwards from their con-

flernation, theyexprefl"ed a wifli to fee the artillery. This, at firft, they viewed from a

refpedful diftancc ; but, familiarifed with the fight of it by degrees, they ventured at

length to touch the guns, but never were able lo far to furmount their fears as to

ftand before the mouths of them, efpecially the three great pieces at the entrance of

the gate.

As
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As long as they ftay, nothing goes forward but fcafting and entertainment : at length

the tribute due to the Ouiteva is demanded, and after it has been paid, the ambafladors
are conduced out of the town with the fame ceremonies they experienced on their en-

trance. They then immediately return to the Quiteva, to whom they render account
of all that has paffed, and in whofe magazines all the rice and millet they have col-

leded is depofited. The taxes levied on the Caffres are much heavier than thofe exaded
from the Portuguefe, the former paying three pieces out of each twenty, the latter but
one. Thefe proportions are rigoroufly attended to by the ambaffadors, for Ihould they
depart from the regulations prefcribed to them, the king would punifh them with
feverity ; whereas by attending duly to the objeft of their miflion, they are fure of a
liberal reward.

CHAP. XIV.

—

0/ certain Birds of Prey which fly away with Terrejlrial Animals of
the largcft Size, and afterwards let themfall, to kill and devour them. Of Terrefirial

and Marine Crocodiles ; the Manner of taking them j and of the Mermaid and its

Virtues.

PAOLO Marco the Venetian relates, in his third book, chap. iv. that in the ifland

St. Lawrence* are certain birds of immenfe fize and fuch prodigious ftrength as to be
able to bear away even elephants in their claws, and fly off with them with incredible

fpeed ; but being unable to fupport for any length of time fo great a weight, they let

their burthen drop from as high a point as they can reach, in order to kill it with the

fall, when they pounce upon and devour it.

A Portuguefe travelling inland one day to purchafe ivory, and feeling tired with lead-

ing a large monkey which weighed more than fifteen pounds, he faflened it with an iron

chain to the trunk of a tree ; after taking reft for a time, he perceived the air dark-

ened as if by a cloud about to burft over him, when raifing his eyes, he 'diftinguilhed

the obfcurity to be occafioned by the body and wings of a bird of prey, which had borne

away his monkey, together with the tree to which it was faflened, and which he let

drop from a confiderable height to prey upon after thus killing it. In confequence of

accidents of this nature the inhabitants of thefe parts are accultomed to keep conftant

watch, and in order to be fecure from depredations are conftantly armed.

In the river of Sofala are many crocodiles, which are carnivorous, and live on fuch

animals and human beings as venture into the river. The Negroes and Moors, though

ufed to the country and thefe animals, with difficulty at times efcape their murderous

jaws, when they repair for water to the rivers banks ; for they have the cunning to lie

flat on their bellies for fear of being feen, and only rife to rufli on their prey ; this if

they feize, they bear with them to the bottom of the river to devour it ; which they

are unable to do out of the water, as they have no tongue to afllft them in fwal-

lowing, but wafh down their food by taking a gulp of water as often as they would
fwallow what they have mafticated. Notwithftanding the voracity of thefe animals is

without parallel, they yet never eat food which is tainted ; fl;ill the flench proceed-

ing from their throat is fo great that it attradls flies in abundance, which the animal

enclofes in one tomb by fliutdng its jaws, and thus obtains other nourifhment.

The whole difference between young and old crocodiles confifls in the former leaving

the river every morning and evening to balk, lying on their belly in the fun, while

• Madagafcar.
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the latter feldom entirely leave the water ; when out of the water, however, both the

one and the other lofe their natural ferocity, and alarmed at the lead noife, except

indeed when driven by hunger to extremity, fly for refuge to the river.

Gabriel Robel relates, in his book on the remarkable things of the Molucca iflands,

that thefe iflands contain many fea crocodiles with four eyes, two in the head and two

in the throat. Thefe crocodiles have many rows of teeth, which are exceedingly filthy,

as they are unable to clean them with their tongae, though this fpecies of crocodile

poflefles one.

When the crocodiles are about to lay their eggs, they dig a hole, advancing on to

the ftiore for the purpofe, as deep as they are able, and in this depofit a number at

once, covering them with fand, and trufl:ing to the warmth of the fun to hatch them.

The young, as foon as they break the fliell, though born on {here, immediately take

to the water, and never return without committing ravages which render them moft

unwelcome neighbours to the inhabitants of the country, who are forbid under pain

of death killing any of them. The caufe afligned for this prohibition is, that the liver

of this animal is one of the mod: fubtil poifons that can be. Some writers indeed re-

late, that it bears about it an antidote ; but as thefe are two contrarieties fo fingular, it

is difficult for one to credit they ftould exifl in the fame animal. Still we read, that in

the peninfula of Malacca trees grow with roots, part of which are poifon, and part of

them antidotes ; a circumftance fimilar to which is remarked by Father Mendoza in

his book on the New World.

Though crocodiles are carnivorous, and fubfift wholly on the flefli of animals and
human beings, yet has God endowed this country with a fiinple called nicirini, growing

on the margin of the river Sofala, with which the people who are acquainted \vith its

virtues having rubbed themfelves, the crocodiles dare not venture near to bite them,

and if they fliould their teeth become fofr as wax, and without flrrength. When the

Caffres wifh to prove if the herb they imagine be the real one pofleflrng thefe qualities,

they place it on their head, and if they find it foften their teeth, they rub the whole of

their body with it before they enter the water, fafe by this precaution from the bite of

the crocodile.

The interdict of the Quitev^againft killing crocodiles is confined to his own de-

pendants ; the inhabitants of the river Cuama, who are not his fubjefts, both filh for

and eat this animal. The manner of obtaining it ufed by this people, as it is curious,

I have deemed right to detail.

They prepare a piece of wood two feet in length, and of tolerable breadth ; length-

wife, through this, a hole is bored for a cord to pafs, at the extremity of which

is a large hook baited with frefli meat ; this they call into the river. Soon as the

crocodile perceives the meat, it immediately fwallows it, and fancying that all it

fees is of the fame nature, endeavours to feize en the wood alfo ; but this fliicking

in its maw, prevents the jaws clofing, when the water rufhing without impediment

down its throat, drowns the animal. The fifliermen, when they perceive it at the

laft extremity, draw it on the fliore and difpatch it with clubs. The Caffres notice

when the animal is being killed, that it groans and cries like a reafoning being,

whence dcubtlefs the proverb of " crocodiles' tears," to exprefs a forced lamen-

tation.

At the diftance of fifteen leagues from Sofala, among the iflands Boccicas, a fifli is

found, denominated by the iflanders the mermaid, or woman Jijh, the flefli of which is

of excellent flavour when eaten boiled like other meat, and which alfo ferves to make
highly favoury faufages. From the waift to the neck this fifh much refembles the

5 human
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human fpecies: the females fuckle their young in the fame manner as v'omen; but
the fifh has neither arms nor hands, and as to its features, they bear not the flighten;

refemblance to thofe of the human countenance ; but its head is rather like that of a
maid or thornback, and its mouth full of teeth like -that of a dog, but with four of
them, projeding the length of a foot in the fame manner as the tuiks of a boar. Thefe
teeth have the property of flaying a flux of blood, and foftening the painful fenfations
which attend the piles. The proof of it is ealy, and the remedy common : all that is

requifite, is to wear them near that part of the body where the pain is felt. This fifli

originated the fable of the Syrens in the works of the poets ; but they gave by far too
great loofe to their imagination when they attributed to it a long head of hair, a hairy
body, a human face, and a voice fo mufical as to enchant mariners ; for this fea
monfter has neither hair on the body nor the head : its head is monftrous, and nothing
refembles the human countenance ; and as to finging, it neither fmgs nor fpeaks, being
like every other fifli condemned to eternal fdence.

There is likewife found in the marflies of Sofala a fifli called by naturallfts Macon,
which has two holes in its neck like a lamprey ; moflly it inhabits the marflies, but when
thefe become dry it peregrinates inland in fearch of moifture ; and though the drought
oftentimes continues four or even five months, this fifli, by burying itfelf, flill fubfiflis

where others would die, leaving its holes only when it rains, at which time the CafFres
lie in wait for it ; fhould however the drought continue unufually long, and the earth
no longer retain fufficient moiflure to keep it in life, it devours itfelf.

In the rivers Cuama and Sofala fea horfes (Hippopotami) are common. Thefe animals
are amphibious, and leave the water for the land, where they feek for food and com-
mit great ravage on the circumjacent country, and efpecially in that which is fown.
The head of this animal is three times as large as that of our common horfe, and the

body large in proportion : in the middle of its forehead it has a white flar : its legs are

fliort and very thick, with five toes to the fore and only four to the hind feet : its

mouth is very large, and full of teeth, four of which are more than two feet long, and
curved like the tufks of a boar. What however is extraordinary in this fpecies of
animals, is, their practice of dedroying each other for food ; hence it rarely happens
that two are found together, unlefs indeed where a male is followed by feveral females

about to drop their young, on which occafion they enter into the woods adjoining the

river, where they foal : the young colts, whenever they fee the old ones approach,
afraid of being killed, throw themfelves into the water.

This animal is naturally of a fickly conflitution, and fubject to gouty pains, which
it cures by fcratching the ftoniach with the left foot ; and it has further been noticed,

when it wiflies to effect a perfect cure, that it falls on the horn of the boo' of the left

foot ; this, entering the ftomach, appeafes and terminates their pain. lien e the Caffres

and Moors of this country make ufe of the horn of the hoof of this animal as a re-

medy for the gout.

Bcfides hippopotami, in thefe rivers, other amphibious animals are found, remark-
able for horns fimilar to thofe of the bull, and having their hoof divided like theirs.

Here likewife are horned affes, the flefli of which boiled with rice and millet is excellent

food : this flefli ferves the Caffres for fubfiltence throvigh great part of the year ; and
they are fo fond of it, that without having patience to wait till it has become fufficiently

cool to be eaten, they devour it hot as it is from the pot, and by this practice much
injure their teeth ; thefe in confequence fhorily become rotten and fall out, unlefs cer-

tain fimples be ufed, with which they are acquainted, to prevent them.

4xa ' CIUP,
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CHAP. 1.V.—Of the Manner in which Amber is found; of its different Species ; and
if it be true that Whales make it their Food.

I HAVE thought I could not more ufefuUy terminate this book, than by releafing

the public from the uncertainty in which they have been placed by the difputes of
different writers refpecting the manner in which amber is found, its nature, and its

different fpecies. But before I proceed to fpeak of the places where it is found, I mufl
premife that thofe who would perfuade their readers it is vomited by whales, are

egfegioufly wrong, as is evident from the account we have of a piece found on the

coafls of Melinda in 1596, fo large that a perfon might with eafe conceal himfelf

behind it; the value of this piece, from its great dimenfions, was fo highly rated that

no perfon could be found poffeffed of means fufTicient for its purchafe, whence the

proprietor was obliged to divide it into pieces. A part of thefe pieces was bought by
Don Pedro de Soufa, captain general of Mozambico. This one example fufSces to con-

trovert the opinion of thofe who aiTume that amber is produced in the interior of, and

is an excrement of the whale.

It is moreover well authenticated, that between the rivers Lindo and Quilinvano a

piece was found which weighed upwards of twenty pounds ; and when Roch de

Britto Falcon was taken by the Turks, on his palTage from Melinda to the Indies, he

one day, in the place where he held the appointment of captain, bought a piece of

amber two feet high and a foot wide. The origin of the vulgar error that amber is

vomited by whales is, probably, the fa£t of whales having been feen eating this fub-

ftance, efpecially that fpecies of it which is black, and fo tender that even birds pick

at and make it their food.

i\s to the places where amber is found, fome ftate that to obtain it, it is necefTary

to double the Cape of Good Hope and proceed as far as the Red Sea, where it

abounds : others again deny this ; but it is moft probable that amber proceeds from
the bottom of the fea, where it is produced, and from which it is torn by the motion

of the waves and the adion of ftorms, which fhake it in fuch a manner as to feparatc

it from the rocks or the bottom to which it adheres, when, after the tempefls fubfide,

it is colleded : this opinion is alfo corroborated by the relation we have of a veffel

obliged to call anchor off the ifland of St. Lawrence (Madagafcar), in a fpot where

there was but twenty fathoms water ; in raifing the anchor of this veffel the next day,

it was found covered with pieces of amber brought up from the fandy bottom.

In this country indeed three kinds of amber arc found, yellow, black, and grey,

which enrich this people by the profit they derive from them : the yellow is preferred

to the black ; but the grey is efteemed of greater value than either.

Other authors again, who have written in modern times, afcribe a different origin

to this matter, and believe that in the iflands in the north a particular liquor occurs,

differing but little from that kind of gum common in our cherry trees, which falling

into the fea becomes indurate from the adion of the water, and is afterwards cafl on

the fea fhore, where the air completes its petrifadion. That it is progrellive in its forma-

tion from a fluid flate to that in which it is found, indeed, is proved from the many
inflances afforded of .imber in the cabinets of the curious, in which, owing to its pellu-

cidity, flies, fpiders, and bees are diilinguifhed ; thefe, caught either by their feet or

other portions of their body, when the amber was yet foft, have become enveloped in

the accumulating mafs, and thus remain in an incorruptible ftate, owing to the ex-

clufion of air. Notice of this circumftance may even be feen in the epigrams of

Martial, No. 32. and No. 39.
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HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA.

BOOK II.

Of THE ARMY SENT BY THE KING DON SEBASTIAN TO THE KINGDOM OF MACO-
RONOA ; THE VICTORIES OBTAINED BY THE PORTUGUESE OVER SEVERAL
MONARCHS, WITH WHOM THEY WERE OBLIGED TO FIGHT BEFORE THEY
CAME TO THE GOLD MINES; THE MANNER IN WHICH THESE ARE WORKED.—
Of THE RIVERS, FOUNTAINS, AND LAKE OF CUAMA.

CIIAP. I, — The Portuguefe Army enters the htn'^dom of Macoronga infearch of Gold

Mines. The manner in ivhui} the Gold is dug.

DON Scbadian was fcarcely feated on the throne, before he refolved on extending

his dominions by means of new conquefts. In this view he caufed a number of veflels

to be equipped for an expedition to Sofala, the command of wliich was entrufled to

Francis Baretto, who, penetrating into the kingdoms of Macoronga and Manica, difco-

vered mines of gold in thefe countries, of which by his prudence and valour he made
himfelf mafler.

In the profecuticn of his defigns, it was neceflary he fhould pafs through the territo-

ries of the Quiteva, who objected to this meafure, and prepared to refifl: by force any
attempt on the part of the Portuguefe to enter his dominions. He feared a jun6lion of

their forces with tliofe of the King of Chicanga, a monarch more powerful than him«
felf and his fworn enemy, apprehenfive left the confequence wfould be his becoming
tributary to the European power. He therefore gave orders that every ftep fhould be
difputed ; and, in addition to the army fent to oppofe the Portuguefe, he fet another on
foot to prevent a diverfion on the part of the troops of the King of Cliicanga; he alfo placed

ambufcadcs in every favourable fpot by which theenemy might be furprized, and ikirmifhes

repeatedly took place, in which the Portuguefe conllantly had the advantage, though

with fome lofs on their fide. Still the haraffing warfare they were obliged 10 maintain,

difgulted them with an enttrprize fo difficult ; and, irom their having no means of re-

cruiting their loflcs, each man of theirs killed was equal to a hundred or the enemy,
who were able immediately to bring others into the field to fupply the place of fuch as

were flain. Notwithdanding this, tlie refolution of the Portuguefe fupported them
under their difficulties, and enabled them to open themfclvcs a palTage through the

files of the enemy.

The CafFres, who had now repeatedly experienced the courage of thofe they had to

oppofe, no longer confidered themfclves fate in their towns, but, to efcape flavery or

death, abandoned them, carrying oil" all their cattle and provifions, and trufting by this

means to oblige the Portuguefe, in defpight of their vidories, to retreat, owing to want

of the neceffaries lor fupporting their army.

Still the brave Baretto continued to follow up his conquefts both by fea and land, and

fpread fuch confternation through the country, that the Quiteva, who refided at Zimboc,
having intelligence of the approach of this general, took to flight with all the inhabitants

of the city and withtlrew to a large forelt in the neighbourhood, not choofing to

rilk the defence of tlie town. Baretto confequently entered it without rcfillance ; and
as
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as he had not a fufficient force to garrifon, and indeed did not wifk to preferve it,

he gave it up to pillage, and after fetting it on fire continued his march towards

the kingdom of Manica, which in the fpace of a few days he entered.

The monarch of this country, concealing the vexation he felt at his arrival, fent a

deputation to compliment him on the occafion, and exprefs his fatisfadion at his vifit,

the perfons fent bearing with them a prefent of provifions. Baretto, highly pleafed

at meeting with a friendly reception, lent meifengers in return to render thanks for

his civility, and entreat his acceptance of the prefents intended for him by the King
of Portugal. The Moorifli King upon this exprefl'ed a wifli to fee the Povtuguefe

general ; and the latter, at the interview which in coniequence took place, commu-
nicated the inflruclions he had received from his court, the principal of which was,

to negociate a treaty of amity and intercourfe between the two monarchs.

This Sovereign, on the approach of Baretto, went forward to meet him, marking by
this unufual condefcenfion the efteem in which he held the King his mafter, and the

refpefl he bore his ambaflador ; at the fame time he communicated to him, that as long

as he might choofe to remain in his dominions the whole of his companions fhould be

maintained at his expenfe, and in the courfe of the conference all the arricles of the treaty

of amity were agreed upon ; among which the fecond was, that the King of Chicanga

fliould freely admit the Portuguefe throughout his territories for the purpofe of traf-

ficking, as v/tU in gold dull as in other merchandize j of the former the quantity bar-

tered is very confiderable in this country.

The Poituguefe were enchanted at having in fo fliort a time concluded a treaty of

fuch advantage to their Sovereign, and fo beneficial to the realm ; they moreover flat-

tered themfelves with the hope of acquiring ftore of gold with which to return enriched

to their country ; but when they faw what toil was requifite for extrading this precious

metal from the bowels of the earth, and the danger incurred by thofe who worked in

the mines, they were fpeedily undeceived, and no longer regarded their fortunes as in-

ftantaneoufly made. At the fame time they were induced to refletl, that the labour and
rifle of digging the gold from the abyiles whence it is drawn, are fuch as with jufl:ice

to fl:amp that value on it which it bears from its confequent rarity.

Thefe people have divers methods of extrafting the gold, and feparating it from
the earth with which it is blended; but the moft common is, to open the ground, and
proceed towards the fpot where, from certain indications, ore is fuppofed to abound.
For this purpofe they excavate vaults, fuflaintd at intervals by pillars, and, notwith-

ftanding ihey make ufe of every poflible precaution, it often happens that the vaults

give way and bury the fubterranean fappers beneath their ruins. When they reach the

vein in which the gold is found mixed with the earth, they take the ore as it is, and
put it into veflels full of water, and by dint of llirring about the « ater, the earth is

diffolved and the gold remains at bottom.

They likewife take advantage of heavy rains, which, occafioning torrents, carry

before them whatever lool'c canh they meet in their way, and thus lay open the fpots

where gold is embedded in the ravines. This the Cafli'es colled and wafli with care,

to puri/y from the groHer pan of its earthy admixture.

Thefe people alfo, however unpoliflied they may fcem, yet pofTefs a fecret peculiar

to themfelves for difcovering the gold concealed in certain ftones*, which they likewife

* This fecret coiififts, it is higlily probable, in the ftone conlaining the gold being foftened, and it«

natural colour changed by the prcfeuce of gold, a circumftance noticed conftantly by the gold feekers of

Celvbts. Sec, in the portion of this work allotted to Afia, a defcriplion of the gold mines of Celebes, by
Vou Wurmb. £hg. Tramj.

have
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have the Ingenuity of extratiing, conftantly obferving the fame pradice oF wafhing It well

to feparate all earthy particles from the metal, and thus rendering it equally luifrous with

that obtained from the eaith. This gold is, however, much cheaper th;m the other,

either owing to its being more common, or to its being obtained with greater fiicility

and at lefs expenfe than that exfodiated from the bowels of the earth.

This country being thus fecund in valuable mines, it cannot be furprizing that, in
after periods, other nations, following the example of the great Baretto, fliould be
felicitous of penetrating mto the country. Baretto returned to Sofala well fatisfied

not only on account of the treaty he had concluded with Chicanga, but alfo at

being fo fortunate as to terminate another with the Ouiteva, who, apprized of his being

about to return, no longer avoided him as before, but invited him to pafs through his

country, with aflurance that he would meet with friends alone, in which number he
begged to clafs himfelf. He in fad received him with open arms, and expreffed a
defire of living in Iriendfiiip with the King his mafter, and of being admitted among
the number of the friends of the general himfelf. The treaty of peace figned by the

Quiteva and Baretto, comprized the following articles : that the Portuguefe Ihould

have the Uberty of entering at pleafure into his kingdom for the purpofe of traffick, and
of pafTmg through it to Chicanga to trade for gold; and, on the part of the Portuguefe,

that, for this conceffion, they fliould annually fend to the Quiteva two hundred ells of

linen. Thus thefc two parties, but flioitly before inveterate enemies, parted apparently

ia friendlhip ; but the fiate of amity thus ellabliflied was not of long duration.

CHAP. 11.— Of the ffar waged by Baretto with the King of Mongas, over whom he

obtained a complete •victory, notwithjianding the incantations of a Sorcerefs, who quitted

him to fide with the Caffres.— Of the remarkable Springs in this country.

THE Portuguefe, by the treaties concluded between the two Kings of Chicanga and
Quiteva, fpread general confl;ernation through the country. Their ambition now knew
no limits, but increafcd in proportion to their advance into the country. They felt par-

ticularly anxious to open a road into the kingdom of Mongasfj a matter not to be

effected but by fighting with and overcoming wlioever ihould dare to oppofe their

progrefs. The obftaclts were indeed many to the efleduation of their defigns; but

Baretto, who commanded a well-dilciplineil array, by his prudence and the bravery of

his troops, overcame them all, and -was conitantly vidorious, as well in the different

fkirmiflies wliich took place, as in pitched battles.

The king of Mongas was powerful, and had a very fine army on foot, which difputed

every paiis through v\hich the Portuguefe had to maixh. At length the day arrived

when they had to combat the whole force of the CaftVes; thcfe, notwithftamling their

number much lurpafled that of the Portuguefe, and notwithftanding this fupcriority

promiled them iuccels, were yet fomewhat intimidated. They had leai'nt by experience

to place its due value on the bravery of the Portuguefe, who moreover had an old for-

eercfs with them, whom fuperftition regarded as a palladium, that would fecure the

vicloi7 to which ever fide ihe remained with. The Portuguefe indeed placed no reli-

\ The dominions of the Monomotopa. The country is termed Monjjas. the fovcrcijjii Monomotopa, as

the (( vereign of Sulala is termed Qiiitevci. A coi.dilion has arilen troiii ihe errors of geographers, wliu

havo, in both inllanccs^ giveu tbtf dutiuguilbiiig name of the fuverciga tu the cuuuiricd uver wliich tlicy-

Tulc. EnG. TlANS.

anca
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ance either on this tale, which was promulged by herfelf, or on the power of the snitch,

and formed their line of battle in due order, depending .on their own intrepidity and

that good fortune which hitherto had attended their banners. The attack began on

the part of the Portuguefe ; but previoufly the old woman had changed fides, and was

gladly admitted into the ranks of the Caffres : fhe promifed them viftory, engaging to

flrike their enemies with panic, and blind them by means of a powder fhe had in a

bag, provided they would but ftand firm to the fiiil fliock ; and fuch implicit credit did

they give to her proinifes, that they even provided themfelves with cords with which

to bind their vidims. For her affiftance fhe was in return to receive fome confiderable

prefents : In the mean time the Portuguefe, who laughed at the imaginary enchant-

ments of the witch, bore down on the oppofite army ; and the general, Tingling out the

old woman who was readily diftinguifhed in their ranks by her ridiculous contortions,

and was then in the adt of giving to the air the powder which fhould deprive them of

fight, direfted a field piece to be pointed at her, expe6ting thus to intimidate her ; but,

confident in her charms and deeming herfelf invulnerable, fhe mocked the effeft of the

cannon; the match was applied, and the palladium of the enemy at once was blown to

atoms. The confidence of the Caffres in their invincibility was now at once annihilated
;

for throughout they trufted more to the magic of the forcerefs, than to their individual

bravery. Baretto, in the deftruftion of the witch, however he might deem it a weak-

nefs to rejoice at the fall of a woman, from motives of policy joined with the army in

the fhout of exultation which was fent forth from the ranks. A moment's paufe in the

operations of the army now took place ; and as a token of regard for his fkill, the

general took from his own neck a chain of gold that he wore, and placed it round

that of the cannoneer. Excited to frefh endeavours by fo confpicuous and fo valuable

a mark of efteem, the cannoneer thundered inceffantly upon the Caffres, and with fuch

effeft that whole columns fell before him, and the utmofl diforder prevailed in the

enemy's ranks, who now began to waver. The general, who faw their irrefolute flate,

immediately founded a charge, which was carried into effeft with fo much vigour and

fo opportunely, that, but for a body of referve which at the critical inftant came up
to their fupport, the army would have been completely defeated. The fuccours brought

made the conflift more fevere, and vidory remained long uncertain ; at length the

Portuguefe prevailed, made themfelves maflers of the field, took all the baggage

and arms of the enemy, and with them a great number of prifoners, whom they made
flaves.

The Caffres, who now to their coft experienced the capacity and valour of the Por-

tuguefe, were anxious for peace, which was granted on condition that the king fhould

allow free accefs into his dominions for themfelves and their merchandize. This treaty,

which lafted fome length of time, enabled the Portuguefe to become acquainted with

the country, and explore all its rarities, among which efpecially worthy of notice is

the forefl of Lupara or the Spine of the World, fo called as well on account of its range

which exceeds five * leagues, as the prodigious height of its fliaggy mountains, which

with the trees that cover it tower to the region of clouds. The river Zambefe, beating

with violence againll thefe rocks, in lapfe of time has wrought itfelf a paffage through

the forefl, and rufhes with fuch violence over its craggy bed, that all who hitherto have

had the temerity to attempt its courfe have been fhipwrecked.

* Inflead of five leagues, read five hundred. The Spine of the World ftretches from the line In Long.
58=' Weft of Greenwich to Lat. 22° S. where they unite with the main ridges of Africa, and proceed to

rhe Cape of Good Hope. Eng. Tkan3.
In
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In this kingdom is a foniewhat remarkable fountain called Maembe, which divides

itfelf into five (treamlets. each pofl'efling diflcrent degrees of warmth. Two of them are

frefli and tepid, two other of greater warmth, and of the iifth the water is of a boiling

heat ; yet notwithflanding thele various temperatures, the five flreamlets all proceed
from one common fource *. *

Near the fort of Tete f is a river the water of which, though it be fix fcore leagues

diftant from the fea, is fait ; but what is more extraordinary, the ftream which flows

contiguous to the river Mangania, at more than two hundred leagues from tlie fea, is

not only equally fait, but in addition poifefles the property of petrifying wood cafl into

it. Albertus Magnus relates his having feen one fimiiar in Germany : and in the

Afl:ronomy of John Ceres, chap. 12, mention is made of a fountain the water itfelf of
vhich changed to flone, and congealing immediately upon leaving iis fource, became
fo hard as to be capable of refifting the fiercefl heat of the dog-days.

In Alentejo, a province of Portugal, a league diflant from a tov^'n called Avis, is a
river which has five different beds, and which overflows its banks at very unufual

periods of the year ; for this happens during the hot weather between April and Sep-
tember, when other ftreams are dry. In thefe months it increafcs in volume as much as

it diminifhes in winter, when from the abundance of rain that in that feafon falls in

Portugal, other rivers fwell fo as to deluge the plains in their neighbourhood.

In this river, moreover, another Angular peculiarity is remarked : as long as its waters

flow in their natural channel they differ in no rcfpect from thofe of other flreamj in

general, but when they overflow their banks they turn to flone whatever they meet
with in their courfe, not excepting even the grafs. And in this province,' fhould the

rainy feafon continue longer than common, or the rains be fo heavy as to inundate the

country, and deflroy the feed in the ground, the peafants take no heed of the difafler,

but, fure of a more abundant crop in the end, as foon as the waters difappear they fow
again their lands, and in fix or feven weeks after their golden crops invite the fickle

;

thus the only inconvenience they endure is the labour of a feconcTfowing, for not even

the feed is lofl, as the more ample harvett makes them amends, and the fertilized

earth brirgs forth its treafures fo quick as to make them on a par with thole of their

neighbours, who have not had their lands fubmerged, in point of the time at which
their crops are ripe.

CHAP. III.

—

0/ the exertions vmde by Francis Baretio to obtain information rcfpcBin^

the Mines of Gold and Silver in that putt of the eoumry, in the vicinage of the river

Cuama or Zarnbcfe. Of the trick played him, and the utter difomjiture of his Army.

It is a matter of fadl that this country is rich in gold and filver mines, but thefe metals

are not fo eafily obtained as is imagined; for the Calfres are prohibited under penalty

of death and the confifcation of their property from difcovering the fite of the mines,

either to their neighbours or to thofe who pafs through their country. W' hen a mine
is difcovered the perfons finding it make loud outcries to call witncflfes round them,

• Such accidental circumftances are lefa extraordinary than is imagined : water, hy flowinp over certain

metals, creates an iffervrfcencc, and caloric is confcquently difcnpaged in various propurtioii* accordinir to
the nature of th^- metallic fiibllance contained in the ore over which the water flows ; where the ore is

competent to occafion but a flight tffcrvcfcence, the water become* tepid; where the fermeatution is violent,

the water is raifed to a iiigh degree of heat. Enc. Than*.

f Upon the river Zambcfe.

VOL. XVI. 4 Y and
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and cover the fpot, above which they place fome objeft to denote the fite ; and, far

from being fufceptible to be prevailed upon by flrangers to point out ihefe fpcts, they

ovoid encountering them as much as poiiible, for fear cbey fhould even be fufpedted of

fuch a deed.

The motive of the fovereign for enafting thefe prohibitory laws, and for exacting a

declaration to be made to the court of all r.iines difcovered is, that he may take poffef-

fion of them, and by preventing the Poituguefe from becoming mailers of one portion,

give no room for fucceeding warfare on their part to feize upon the remainder.

After Baretto had pofllifftd himfelf of the gold m.ines of Manica in the manner we
have before defcribed, he directed his ccurfe at the head of his forces towards the

country through v.'hi,;h flows the Cuama, to make himfelf mafter of thofe of filver at

Chicona, for this purpofe afcending the river Cuama from Sena. On the way he
fought with the king of the Mongas, who oppofed his paflfage, and defeated him in

feveral battles, and proceeded vidorioufly through all the countries and kingdoms along

the river without finding any one powerful enough to arrefl his progrefs.

After the defeat of the fovereign of the Mongas, this prince, the mofl potent of all

the princes of this quarter, was under the neccfiity of fuing for peace, which was granted

him. The remaining CaftVes, upon this, perfectly difpirited and too weak to keep the

field, abandoned their habitations and the open country, and took refuge in the woods.

The Portuguefe, now freed of their enemies and mailers of the country, arrived in

fafety at Chicona, where Baretto immediately commenced his inquiries refpefting the

pofition of the filver mines, but he found none inclined to give him the information

he fought ; every one concluding that if he once pofleifed himfelf of thefe, the entire

fubjugation of their country would naturally follow. Hovv^ever, a certain Caffre of a
fcheming and artful difpofition refolved on attempting to impofe on Baretto, and for

this purpofe told him that, provided he would proportion the reward to the value of

the difcovery, he would make him acquainted with the fpots where the mines were.

The general, highly folicitous of the information, loaded him with kindnefs, made hini

various prefents in advance, and flattered him with the expectation of ample reward

in cafe of his fulfiUing his promiie. The Caffre, a complete rogue, promifed to be

with him the next day and conduct him to the fpot, but at the fame time fignified how
requifite, in order to avoid fufpicion, it would be for him to return home, that he might
depart thence by flealth under covert of night to join him unfeen, and proceed thus to

the mines, as in cafe of his attempting any thing of the kind by day he would lay

himfelf open to the penalties of the law. By the air of probability in the ftatement,

Baretto was perfeftly duped. The Caffre, the next night, repaired to a fpot where
was a vein of filver ore, from which he took two or three pieces of ore which he buried

in another fpot, and thence returned to Baretto to fulfil as he faid his promife, aifuring

him. he would condud him whither he fhould find filver v/ithout much toil or trouble.

The general did not think fit to go himfelf with the Caflre, but fent people to ac-

company him and dig in the fpot he fliould indicate. So eager v.ere thefe on the occa-

fion that they paid no attention to the circumftance of the earth having been newly

dug up, and in a little time they came to the three maffes of filver ore, buried there

by the Caffre on the preceding night, of which intellir^ence was immediately given to

Baretto, who was in raptures on the occafion ; nor wonder at his joy, the double
motive of his expedition, a thirfl for glory and conquefl, and an expe6tation of en-

riching himfelf, he thus fancied complete : When the Caffre returned, he loaded him
anew with exprelfions of kindnefs, and what to the wily infidel was of much greater

weight, with additional prefents far exceeding the value of the filver produced. Baretto

was
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•was now confident of his fincerity, and dreamt of another Potofi ; but his vifions proved
in the end mere fliadows, and he faw the Caffre no more. At firfl it was imagined
he had been furprifed in his nodurnaiPabours and condemned to death, and already the

general deplored him as a man faithful to his iiuerefts ; but upon lending his people
again to the fpot where they had dug up the filver ore, and their long-continued toil

in purfuit of the vein proving altogether frultlefs, he no longer doubted of the cheat
put upon him, but had leifure to repent that he had been fo weak as to make the CalTrc

prefents above the value of the fdver difcovered.

This fraud did not however annihilate the hopes of Baretto, who continued to pur-
fue his fearch by means of two hundred men whom he left at this poll, provided with
every requifite for their fupport, and an ample flock of ammunition. Thefe had in-

flruttions not to leave the place until the fite of the mines fliould be difcovered, while he
himfelf with the refidue of his forces retired upon Sena. He moreover directed the

party left at Chicona to make incuifions into the woods, and hunt out the inhabitants

who had fled from their homes, and who keeping aloof hoped the Portuguefe would
feel themf^lves conftrained to forego their defigns after confuming the provifions they
had with tliem. The event did not rcalife thefe expectations of the natives; the Por-
tuguefe had ftrongly intrenched themfelves, and while they hoarded the provifions they
polTefled to ferve them at exigency, by following the direftions of the general in pur-
fuing the fugitives in their recefles, though they encountered great refillance, they almofl

conftantly returned loaded with provifions and fpoil. A warfare thus harafling at

length determined fomc of thofe who had fled to the woods to come to terms with the-

Portuguefe, and among other articles they agreed as the purchafe of a ceffation of
hoflilities to difclofe the fite of the filver mines. The Portuguefe, who themfelves are

by nature fincere, were void of miflrufl of any treachery on the part of the Caftres,

though thefe had planned the treaty merely to make the invaders fall into the ambufli

they were preparing.

Peace being now concluded by the treaty, which flipulated that cither party fliould

regard the other as friends, and that the Calfres fliould furnifli the Portuguefe with every

thing neceflary towards their fupport in their intrenchments, and provide them with

trutly guide's to direct them in fafety to the mines, and people to aflifl; them in working'

them ; this lafl: article was the firft which either party prepared to put in execution,

but efpecially the Caffres, who fought by lulling the Portuguefe into a falfe fecurity to

enfnare them, and appointed among themfelves for eflefting their plan the very day
they fliould proceed to the mines. The Portuguefe, who took with them on the jour-

ney a hundred and fixty men well armed, confequently left but forty for the defence

of the fort. Trufting to their guides, the expedited party were led into an ambufcade
where they had to fuftain the fire of four hundred CaflVes from their covert in the

foreft, which effe£ted the deftrudion of almoft the whole of the Portuguefe detach-

ment. The few who efcaped bore the melancholy intelligence to their comrades iix

the fort. At firfl: it was propofed that this fliould be evacuated, as it was much to be
apprehended that little time could elapfe before it would be attacked, and as the

means of rcfiflancc to the lorce which they had room to expecT: would be employed
againft them was very far from adequate to the maintenance of the poft ; but the

thought of flying before barbarians, the dread left a meafure of this kind fhould be
imputed to pufillanimity and aflix an indelible ftain on their military character, induced

many to differ from this propof.i! ; and their determination relolutely to withftand the

enemy at length prevailed with the whole, who vowed cither to avenge their country-

jjien on the heads of the traitors, or perifli in the attempt.

4Y 3 lu



7IO SANTCS' HISTOHY of Eastern ETHIOPIA.

In the mean time the fort was inveRed by upwards of four thoufand Caffrcs. Yet,

,Iarge as was their number, they did not dare to venture an aflault, but contented them-
felves with blockading the fort. At length the Portuguefe, having exhaufted their

provifions, ^ad only a choice of death left them, and refolved on that which fhould

be worthy of their former life ; they confequently made a fortie on the enemy, and
wherever their blows were dealt they carried with them deftrutlion ; but overpowered
at lafl by numbers, they fell to a man, felling their lives at a rate fo dear that no bluth

fhall ftain the cheeks of their countrymen at the remembrance of their cataftrophe.

CHAP. IV.

—

Of the harbarms inhumanity of the Caffrcs of the vicinage effort Tcte, who
feed on human flcjh ; and of the ivar ivaged with the Mianbo, who had defpotled a

Caffre of his pofflfjions, who was friendly to the Portuguefe.

BEYOND fort Tetc on the oppofite fide of the river Guama there are two nations

of Cafires, the one denominated Mumbas, the other Zimbas or Muzimbas ; both the

one and the other of thefe fubfift on human fledi, and for the purpofe of devouring them
kill all they meet, whether by fea or land ; and when vidtims among ftrangers are

wanting, they put to death their flaves and the aged, whom they fay are but an

incumbrance.

They are deflitute of religion, have neither altars, nor images, nor idols, and no
other objecl of adoration but their fovereign, who ftyles himlelf Lord of Heaven and
Earth. He on his part is fo perfuaded of poffcfring the dominion he arrogates to him-

felf, that whether he wifhes it fhould rain or ceafe from raining, whether foHcitous of

cooler or warmer weather, fhould the feafons in their courfe be different from his

inclinations and appear to contraditl his will, he madly feeks for vengeance, and im-

pioufly as vainly fpends his rage in imprecations, and lances his arrows at the fky.

But, on the other hand, the anger which the prince fo fruitlefsly manifefts againft

heaven, recoils on himfelf ; for his people, witneffing his want of controul over the

elements, with reafon regard him as an ufurper pretending to rights which he does

not poiVefs : thus is he perpetually placed in danger, not only of forfeiting their opinion

of his divine nature, and lofing the prefeuts which they are accuftomed to make on
addreffing therafelves to him to obtain what they feek from heaven, but alfo of being

precipitated from his throne.

The Portuguefe not only fought opportunities to eflablirti tliemfelves firmly in the

country for the promotion of their individual intercfts, tney were equally anxious to

fupport all thofe who were favourable to their caufe. In profecution of this policy,

they efpoufed the quarrel of a CailVe oppreiTed by a neighbour of greater authority,

took up arms in his defence, under the command of the captain of P'ort Tete, and,

crofling the river, marched dired upon Chicaronga, whither the ufurper on their

putting themfelves in motion had retired.

They no fooner arrived before than they inverted this place, and attacked it with

fuch vigour that this Mumbo Caffre who had fix hundred men with him, was obliged

to quit the place and rellore the poffeflions which he had unjuftly feizcd upon, to the

friend of the Portuguefe. Thefe having effeded this objett returned, (hewing by their

conduft not only that they had power to eflablilh their fuperiority, but alfo fuflicient

to maintain the caufe of thofe dependent on them, and redrefs the grievances thej

might endure from more powerful neighbours.
This



SANTOS* HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA. 7II

This CafTre had long been accuftomed to make incurfions on the territories of his

neighbours, before he was attacked by the Portuguefe ; and had become fo arrogant

and cruel, that he placed over the gate of his fort the heads of all he killed, and kept

their mangled carcafes in a large room, into which ail who came to vifil; him were

introduced, as well to imprefs them wth awe as to fliew that his vengeance againft

thofe who were his enemies did not terminate with their life, but was entailed on the

corpfes of his victims. On the defeat of the garrifon, the Portuguefe delivered from
their dreadful flavery a number of' women and children whom this wretch kept, with

a number of men, in pens, for the purpofe of killing and eating them in fucceffion,

according to their general pradice, and carried them with him to Fort Tete. As to the

wretch himfelf, he faved his life by an ignominious flight.

The example made in this inftance of the Mumbo, who lofl: all his property in the

fort, was not fufficient to deter another Caffre in the vicinage of Sena from defpoiling

one of his countrymen of his property who was befriended by the Portuguefe. This

man fled to them, ftating that, on account of his afl'edion for them and his efpoufing

their caufe, he had endured the mofl: cruel treatment, and imploring them to reinflate

him in the pofleflions of which he had been deprived. The peribn to whom this

Caftre addrefled hinifclf was Andre St. Jago, governor of Sena, who took him under

his proteAion, and promifed to fend forth a body of troops to countenance the en-

treaty he fhould make that his enemy would in a friendly manner reflore what he

liad violently ufurped, and in cafe of rcfufal to eft"e6t by force what might be denied

to milder meafures.

Andre San Jago in confe'quence took the field at the head of his people, with two
pieces of cannon, and advanced againfl the offending CaflVe, who was called Mu-
ximbas. 'On approaching the place in which he was ported, he found him deaf to

any friendlv propufitions, and, when he regarded the ftrength of the fortifications he

had thrown up, he repented having fo readily interfered ; and, apprehenfive the fiege

would be of longer duration than vihat had before been fufpedled by him, he con-

verted it into a blockade, awaiting fuccour, for which he fent to the commander of

Fort Tete, Fernandez de Chares. This officer marched out to join him at the head

of as ftrong a detachment as he could fpare, but, regarding the enemy with whom they

had to combat as unworthy of their attention, they proceeded in ftraggling and de-

tached parties, without order, and without the precaution of fending forth fcouts.

The troops of their antagonift which kept the field, obferving this neglect of difcipline,

placed themfelves in ambulh in a wood through which they had to pafs, and while yet

in the fame diforder attacked them. The commander of Fort Tete and his foldiers,

after fliewing the utmoll bravery, became the victims of their own imprudence and neg-

lect, and fell to a man. The barbarous conquerors, not content with the lives of

their enemies, mangled the carcafes of the dead, from which they cut all the limbs and

head, leaving nothing but the trunk ; after this they fecretly entered the fort. When
they had joined thtir companions there, they publiflied tiie defeat of the enemy by beat

of drum and fhouts of exultation. The noife lomewhat furprized Andre de San Jago,

but his adoniflunent redoubled when he beheld the troops of Mtczimbas marching in

triumph on the ramparts, each carrying a limb cut from the enemy, and on the end

of a pike the head of the governor of Fort Tete. At a fight fo melanchuly, and

which deprived him of all hope of fuccour, he was greatly afHicted, and determined on
a fdent retreat ; but Muzimbas, appriftd of his intention, fell upon the Portuguefe

unexpectedly, and completely cut to pieces the rear-guard, killing the commander,
who on news of the attack had flown to render them aililtance, and who preferred fharing

death
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death with his brave men to furviving in a country where nothing but his unfortunate

defeat could be prefect to his imagination.

The Portuguefe on this occafion likewife loft Father Nicolas de Rofario, a monk of

the order of Santo Domingo, who had accompanied the army to fay niafs and admi-

ni(ter the facramsnts ; but the manner of death of this good father was fo cruel, that

it may be regarded as a kind of martyrdom ; for after tying him to a tree, and excr-

cidng on his body what the moft infamous and brutal paflions alone could fuggeft, they

killed him by repeated wounds. IMuzimbas, defirous on this occafion of fignalizing

himfelf, put on the clerical drefs of the monk, and bearing in one hand the chalice

and in the other a fpear, marched thus at the head of his troops, who each bore one

or other of the members of the Portuguefe they had killed, which they ate at a feaft

given in honour of their viftory : this took place in 1592.

The fucceeding year Don Pedro de Soufa, governor of Mozambico, attempted to

revenge the death of Andre de San Jago, and the death of his troops ; but he was un-

fortunate in his expedition, and obliged to retreat, lofing by the way the major part

of his rear-guard, which was utterly defeated by IMuzimbas, and leaving all his

baggage and cannon to the conqueror, rendered ftill more arrogant and vain by this

additional fuccefs. After this Don Pedro de Soufa formed an army confiding of

upwards of fifteen hundred Caffres and two hundred Portuguefe, with which he crofled

the river to lay fiege to Muzimbas. On this occafion he inverted the town in form,

and caufed it to be attacked at feveral points, at each of which however he met with

an equally obftinate refiftance ; and the Caffre moreover, by raifing epaulements,

flieltered his men in fuch a manner that they were very little incommoded by the artillery

of the Portuguefe. Thefe at length determined on carrying the place by affault, and

in furtherance of this plan filled the ditch with fafcines, and pufhed their lines for-

ward to the very foot of the counterfcarp, where they made a lodgement to cover

themfelves from the fallies of the befieged ; but the enemy threw fuch abundance of

hot water and boiling oil on the Caffres, who were naked, that the major part of

them were difpirited ; and in addition to this annoyance, they made fuch profit-

able ule of certain machines of iron which they ufe for the defence of towns,

and which, being projected with ftrength and precifion, carry death wherever they

ftrike, that the Portuguefe and the Caffres with them loft the whole day in attempts

of no avail ; at length they founded a retreat in order to drefs the wounded and bury

their dead.

O)' the fucceeding day the general renewed the aflault and erected gabions which
comuianded the ramparts of the Zimbas. From this pofition the mufquetry annoyed

the ensmy fo feverely, that they at length offered to capitulate ; but while the articles

were preparing, Muzimbas, as excellent a politician as a warrior, availed himfelf of a

ftraf.'gcm which obliged the Portuguefe to raife the fiege. He counterfeited a number
of letters from ths women of Mozambico and Sena, reprefeniing to their hufbands in

the army of Don Pedro, that their perfons were in extreme peril, owing to infurreftions

that had taken place inthofetwo towns ; and conjuring them, if they valued either their

lives or ihoie of their chililren, who were in danger of reverting to their priftine flavery,

(the CafTrts threatening to deftroy both towns), to return to their homes. In thefe let-

ters the moft endcarii g exprellions were ufed ; and the fuperior claims of kindred and
afltdion to th fe of mere frkndfliip and attachment to the Portuguefe in a caufe which
muil take long time to bring to iffue were ftrongly infifted upon. They ftated, that

while they we-e profecuting a fiege, which, from the excellent troops and numerous
refources of Muzimbas^ mull neccffarily be long procraftinated, they were at the crifis

of
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of their fate, and that delay might render their affairs irretrievable. The fubrtance of
thefe letters being fpread through the camp, the Caffres reprefented to their commander
the neceflity of flying to the defence of their property and families, promifing at the

fame time, after avenging themfelves of their enemies, to return and fignalize them-
felves in his fervicc. Don Pedro de Soufa, who had no means of enforcing obedience

nor of preventing their abandoning him, vas fain to allow their departure ; and hav-
ing now but two hundred men left with him, determined on raifmg the fiege. Muzim-
bas, however, wlio reckoned much on the fuccefs of his ilratagem, and had already-

prepared his meafures, caufed the rear of the Portuguefe to be attacked in a narrow de-

file, and, cutting it in pieces, and making himfelf mafter of all the baggage and artillery,

returned triumphant to his fortrefs.

Still placing a due value on the prowefs of the Portuguefe, Muzimbas refolved to

prevent the renewal of a war which might terminate in his ruin, deprecated the refent-

ment of the Portuguefe, and entered into treaty for peace ; the articles of which, after

much difpute, were concluded, Muzimbas agreeing to reftore the ufurped poiieffions

of the Caffre, which had originated the war, to the right owner.

CHAP. V.

—

The Army of Mu~im9as being augmented to Fifteen thoiifand Men, he ob'

tains prjffc/fion of the IJland Ouitoa by means of information given him by a Moor,
whom he caufcs to be puniflocd according to his dcferts.

THE Portuguefe, thunder-ftruck at the fevere check their forces had received, now
occupied themfelves in placing their army on fuch a footing as fhould enable them to

take fignal vengeance for the treachery which Muzimbas had ufed in furprifing their

men on raifmg the fiege of his fortrefs. But this wary enemy, forefeeing their inten-

tions, made new levies, and by holding out to his fubjects and neighbours, that the

object of life with brave men fliould be the acquifition of glory, and the rendering

themfelves formidable upon earth, by flattering them with fuccefs, and above all with

a rich booty, he fuccccded in caufing many to take up arms, and this the more readily

from the Caffres, an idle race, in general preferring the eafe and plenty ufually attend-

ant on a warlike life to the toil of peaceful occupations. With his firft levies he made
incurfions on the territories of his neighbours, whofe wives and children were killed

and eaten, or made flaves by his troops, and by his numbers, and by his depre-

dations, he fpread fuch general conflernation, that the chief of the inhabitants con-
tiguous to his poffefli^'us, to efcape fmiilar injuries, and that they might participate

in the fpoil of others, flocked to join his flandard in fuch numbers, that he found
himftlf at length at the head of an army of fifteen thoufand men, unreftricled by
difcipline from any licentioufnefs whatfoever, provided they continued faithful to his

orders.

This ambitious characler, feeing that every thing gave way before him, determined
on laying ficge to the illand Quitoa", trufting he fliould readily obtain pofldlion of it,

and intending to give it up to pillage, the more to attach his troops and rendv^r them
hearty in his fervice. No fooner had he conceived the defign, than he hafl:ened to put
it in execution ; but the tide being too high to admit of his embarking his troops, he
contented himfelfwith wafting the country adjacent to the ifland, doling all communi-
cation between the ifland and the main, and commencing a blockade. The inhabitants

• Between the mouths of the rivers Quitoa and Quifiaia, north of Cape Del Giido. Enc. Trans.
8 who
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who defended the place were foou made acquainted with the intentions of Muzlmbas, to

whofe dominion they were adveife, and which they were refolved on avoiding at the peril

of their lives ; but a moor who was among them, calculating the hazard of a warfare with

this chief, refolved on facrificing to his ownfafety and fortune both the lives and liber.

,

ties of his countrymen. In this view he fwam acrofs the arm of the fea which feparated

them from the army of Muzimbas, to whom he caufed to be communicated, that he

had a fecret of importance to impart, which concerned materially his prefent intentions

:

this was lufficient to infure his introduction; Muzimbas was anxious to fee him, and
ordered him inftantly to be ulhered to his prefence. When before him, after a low

bow he addi'effed him in the following terms :
•' I prefent myfelf before you, great

*' general, who are the firft conqueror of this country, and who fo well deferve to be
" its mailer. Apprifed of your intention of turning your arms againft the ifland Qiiitoa

*' where I refide, and apprehenfive the refiftance of the forces it contains, which are

*' determined to defend the ifland, might retard its conquefl and the pleafure I (hould
*' feel at becoming your fubjed, I have encountered the dangers of the fea to offer you
" my fervice with heart and hand, and to lay open to you a way by which the ifland

*' may be entered, as it is not equally well protected on all fides, and efpecially as on
" thole where it is prefumed you mean to make your attacks ; and as I am well fatis-

" fied, by following my inftrudions, that you will fpeedily make yourfelf mailer of the
*' ifland, I entreat protection for myfelfand all belonging to mc, in our perfons and our
*' property, which latter I leave to your generofity to augment at pleafure when you
" fhall be our fovereign."

Muzimbas, highly gratified by this offer, received the traitor with much kindnefs,

promifed him all he required, and even greater recompenfe than his moll ardent expec-

tations led him to anticipate. The enterprize was carried into effect under favour of

night, when the Moor placed himfelf at the head of the troops, and guided them to the

fecret pafs in perfect fafety. So flill was the march, that the fentinels, who did not ex-

pefl: an attack in this diredion, were plunged in fleep, and configned to death, together

with more than three thoufand inhabitants, who ferved the cannibals for food during

the pillage of the town.

Such was the ravage and fuch were the exceffes committed by the army in Quitoa, that

the whole population was exterminated, and the only family lek was that of the traitor who
had introduced the enemy, and who flattered himfelf with receiving an ample fortune.

Muzimbas, who knew how to proportion his rewards to the merit of fervices received,

felicitous of delaying no longer thofe which the Moor had earned, caufed him at

length t© be fummoned to his prefence. The traitor now expefted nothing lefs than

that he fliould be appointed governor of the place, and loaded with gihs ; he con-

fequently collected the whole of his family to be witnefs of his glory, and of the fecurity

and opulence its different members were about to acquire.

Approaching Muzimbas they fell at his feet, imploring his favour and protection,

and enlarging on the good fortune of the Moor, their relative, who had been enabled

to aflift his righteous caufe, they entreated him in the humblell manner to regard them

as the moll faithful among his fubjecls. On this Muzimbas, in whom nature had

implanted fentiments of honour as well as a cruel difpofition, who, like Alexander,

could hug the treafon while he abhorred the traitor, cafl; a. terrible look upon them, and

addreffing the Moor, laid : " Learn, wretch, learn hence, that a conqueror like me
•' may avail himfelf of the perfidy of traitors like yourfelf, but is. incapable of coun-
*' tenancing or rewarding it. In courfe of time I Ihould, by the valour and intrepidity

" of my army, have fucceeded in my objed, without having recourfe to the fuccour

10 "derived
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derived from you, and which I merely accepted to fpare the blood of my foldiers.

The advantage of having by your means obtained on our part a bloodlefs vi£lory has

hitherto retrained my refentment at your treafon : you have had a breathing time
;

it is fit now that I fliould manifcfl my indignation and horror at fuch a moiifter ; I

condemn you therefore together with your family to be caft into the fea, efteeming

all of you alike unworthy to ferve as a meal for my foldiers, fearing left the perfidy

ofyour nature fliould have communicated a venomous quality to your flefli and blood."

Thefe words were pronounced by Muzimbas with fo much vehemence and paflion,

that the guards about him, whom he directed to put his will in execution, immediately

followed his orders, and gave the bodies of the whole to the waves.

After the deftrudion of Quitoa, and the death of him who had precipitated if not

occafioned its ruin, Muzimbas marched againfl theifland Mombaza, which he conceived

incapable of refifting his arms : but the Turks, who fufpeded his intentions, had previous

to his arrival difpatched four galleys with fuccours for its relief^ and by means of this

were enabled to arreft his progrefs, and prcfent on the different occafions of their join-

ing battle a very formidable front.

In the mean time a fleet belonging to the Portuguefe accidentally arrived offMombaza
;

thofe on board, till their arrival, having no intelligence of what was pafling. They
profited by the circumftances of the time, and fucceeded in beating the one and refift-

ing the other ; for they defeated and captured the galleys of the Turks, and entered

Mombaza vidorioufly in view of the army of Muzimbas on the oppofite bank of the

river. This chief, unable to comprehend by what means fuccefs fo complete and fo

prompt could have been obtained, exclaimed that the Portuguefe were truly the gods

both of fea and land ; and thenceforth he fought their alliance and friendfhlp. This

exploit was effeded by the brave general Thomas de Soufa.

Shortly after, a treaty of peace was concluded between the Portuguefe and Muzimbas,

to whom the former gave up the town of Mombaza, which he laid in ruins. Afterwards

he proceeded againft the capital of Melinda, which he reckoned upon taking with cafe ;

but a fuccour of three thoufand men having been throvm into the place by certain Caffres

called Molfequios, Muzimbas, who had already effefted a lodgment on one of the

baflions, was repulfed. Encouraged by this fuccefs, the garrifon made a fally, and com-
pletely overthrew the army of Muzimbas ; the major part being put to the fword, a

fmall vcftige only fucceeding in reaching their homes by difperfing in every direftion,

and thus avoiding the fury of the Caffres.

CHAP. VI.— The Moors of the IJland St. Lawrence, as well as thofe of Mozaml;ico,

rebel againfi the Portuguefe.

THE ifland of St. Lawrence is fituate oppofite to that Ethiopia of which I have already

given a defcription ; it is three hundred leagues in length by eighty in breadth, and is

feparatcd from the main by a channel fixty leagues broad at its narrowcft part. It was
difcoveredin 1 506 by the expedition under the command of that famous captain Triftunde

Cunha on its paflage to the Indies, and the firft landing happening on the anniverfary of the

martyrdom of St. Lawrence, it received his name, though prcvioufly it was called by the

inhabitants Madagafcar. This country abounds in all kinds of vegetables, rice, millet,

and a great variety of roots fo pleafant to the tafle as to form a principal part of the food

of the inhabitants through great part of the year ; here alfo are feen a number of orange

and lemon trees, and abundance of fugar canes.

VOL. XVI. 4 z During
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During the government of George de Menefles in Mofambico, the Moors rofe

againfl: the Portuguefe, and refufed any longer to admit them ijito their ports, ftating,

they hindered them from difpofmg of the growth of their own foil j this, however, was

merely a pretext to oblige the Chriftians, againfl whom their hatred was implacable, to

leave the country.

George de Menefles, who knew of the reluctance of the Moors to their fettling in this

country, notwithflanding this reluftance determined on eftablifliing a fettlement of the

Portuguefe ; and caufing a veflTel of war to be well manned and equipped, failed direft

to the ifland with the intention of waging war with them in cafe the Moors fhould oppofe

his views and deny a refidence in the country, or the freedom of commerce to the

Portuguefe ; and determining to place a factor there with ten foldiers and two monks
to adminifler the Sacrament to them.

The Moors, intimidated by the arrival of this fliip, attempted to excufe their rebellion,

and pretended that the fomenters of it had been rigoroufly puniflied, as a proof of their

defire of living on a friendly footing with the Portuguefe. Thefe however, not trufting

to their profefTions, propofed to leave, as they had planned, a fmall garrifon behind them.

Before their departure, however, fome milunderftanding taking place among the foldiers

of which the garrifon was compofed, they feverally embarked and returned to Mozam-
bico, leaving on the ifland Father Thomas alone, a monk of ^the order of Santo Do-
mingo.

Immediately after the failing of this veflel an Arab fhip arrived from Mecca, the

crew of which, on hearing of the aflunied fovereignty of the Portuguefe over the inhabit-

ants, took vengeance on Father Thomas, who had remained and occupied himfelf in

preaching the gofpel. They confequently, in a beverage which they prefented, ad-

miniflered poifon to him ; he fufpeited indeed their bad intentions, but drank the

draught in perfect refignation to the Almighty will, and quickly after experienced its

mortal effects.

The Portuguefe, affe£ted at the treatment the good Father experienced from his

treacherous hods, and juftly offended with them, refolved on avenging, with their own,

the caufe of Heaven ; they accordingly returned the next year to the ifland and laid it

wafte, afterwards failing back to Mozambico, where they had fcarcely arrived before a

vefTel from Mecca was ihipwrecked on their coaft, and ali'orded them a new objed of

plunder.

This year was fertile in treachery, the Moors afting with perfidy towards the Portu-

guefe in one of the iflands contiguous to that of Comoro, which ferves as a retreat

for all the outcafls and fcoundrelsofthe country.

George Menefles, governor of Mozambico, fent a vefTel to this ifland of Mazabangen

for the purpofe of taking in refrefliments ; but the captain, deeming it imprudent to

venture on landing without firft fending intimation of his defign to the king of the

ifland, difpatched for the purpofe two floors acquainted with the language of thecoun-

Try, with orders to requelt permifllon to land, and to flate that the veflTel was from

Portugal, and that they looked for nothing but what they meant to pay for. The king,

who profcfTed amity, promifed to furnifli them with whatever they might require, and

obferved that his fubjeds as well as himfelf would feel themfelves happy in fupplying

them with what their means aft'orded, as he regarded the Portuguefe as then- good

friends and allies.

1 he Portuguefe were gratified at meeting with fo courteous a reception ; at the fame

time they kept themfelves on their guard againfl: furprife on the part of people, on whofc

fincerity and condud they had little ground of reliance. Nor were they in the wrong
in

I
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in this caution, as was proved by the event ; for they learnt by a young man belonging

to the ifland, who fwain to their fliip, that fliortly after the departure of their meffengers,

the king gave diredions to his people, immediately upon their landing, to fall upon
the Portuguefe, feize their fliip, and by fuch an example deter the Chriltians fro(n

again venturing to his ifland.

The people on board the fliip differed in opinion refpecling the degree of credit to

be given to the teflimorty of this man, feme looking upon it as a mere invention, and

regarding him in the light of a fpy ; they therefore kept him on board : but, in order

to remove their doubts, they fent alhore a felucca, and had ample reafon to repent

their incredulity, for part of the crew were murdered, the reft efcaping merely by
throwing themfclves into the fea. The Portuguefe were anxious that the fame man
who had come on board fliould return to the ifland, that he might continue to give

them information refpecting what was pafllng there ; but, feparate from his dlfmchna-

tion to incur the danger he fliould in trufting himfelf again in their hands, he was as

much averfe from his countrymen as he was partial to the Chriftians, the number of

whom he fhortly after increafed, becoming a member of the order of Santo Domingo,
among the Fathers of which order he lived in a very exemplary manner for many
years.

CHAP. VII.— Of the three fcourges with which God affliSlcd the Ethiopians. — Of the

Uft:5 to which Manna and Cocoa m-e put., and where they arefound.

THE cruelties exercifed by Muzimbas, occafioned him to be efteemed one of the

fcourgcs of God, who ultimately puniihed this prince with the annihilation of his army j

for he fent fuch immenfe flights of locufls into the country, that when on the wing they

darkened the day ; and when they alighted they devoured fo completely all the flowers

of the field and every defcription of verdure, even to the roots, that the earth feemed

as if ravaged with fire : the confequence was, fo great a fcarcity of grain and corn

throughout the whole of Ethiopia, that a general famine prevailed.

The CallVes fold their children for a meafurc of millet, and even delivered them-

fclves up to flavery, that they might have wherewithal to eat ; and thofe whofe circum-

flances were mean, waged war with the others for the purpofe of devouring them*.

The

* Hiftory furniflics many melancholy examples of the extremes to which different nations have occafion.

ally been reduced by famine, but among llie moll affliifting of thcfc inllanccs, no one perhaps exceeds that

which is related :is the lefult of the failure of the ovciflovvinj; of the Nile, in the year of the Hejira 597,
commencing in October 1200. The liorriblo pidure is jjiven by Abd-Allatif, an Arabian phylician of

great ellcem, whofc valuable work refpcdting Egypt has been drcffcd in feveral of the languages of Europe,

and has lately, with notes which difplay unb<)unded patience and toil, and at the fame time the deopcit

erudition, 1>ccmi publifhed anew, thron^di the mclium of the imperial prefs at Paris, by M. Sylvcller de Sacy,

under the title of " Relation dc I'Egyple par Abd-AIlatif, Paris iSio." The narrative, as it will in all

probability be new to the Knglifli reader, as it affords a curious fpecimen of the Arab ilyle of that period,

13 of undoubted truth, and prefcnts u picture, however horrible, yet fo highly extraordinary, is in part lub-

joined.

" In this ftate of things, the year 597 (beginning Oftober 1200-1) announced itfelf aa a monftcr whofe
" fury was about to annihilate all the refourccs of life, and every means of fuhlidence. All hope of a

" riling of the Nile w.'.s abandoned, and, in confequence. the price of every arti le of produce was nicreafed

" confiderably ; the provincoa were parched with drought ; the iidiabitanls fonfaw inevitable Ic.ircity ; and

" the dread of famine occafioned much tumult. TlioU- who dwelt in the toinitry withdrew to the chief

" towns of the provinces ; many among then emigrated to Syria, Magrcb, Hedj iz, and Yemen, wh< re

" they difperfed tiienjfelves in every dire6\ion, as formerly the cliildien of Saba. Iiilinite muhitudis lou^ht

" refuge in the cities of Mifr and Cairo, where to the moil fi ightful dearth was joiued a^ terrible a mor-

4 z 2 " tality
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The lad plague was the fmall-pox, which carried ofF thofe whom famine and the

fword had fpared, tor none who were afflifted with this deflruftive malady efcaped.

" tality : for, on the fun entering the conftellation of the Ram (March 1201 ), the atmofphere became in-

" feAed, and a peftilential and deftruftive contagion began to be manifeft. The poor, ftarving with hunger,
" fatisfied its cravings with the vilefl rcfufe—dogs, human carcafes, and carrion, nay even the very excre-
" ments of man and animals They went even further, and devoured young children. It was not unufual
" to furprife mdividuals with infants roafted or boiled. The captain of the city guard caufed to be burnt
" alive thofe perfons who were guilty of thefe crimes, as well as thofe detedled in eating fuch meat.

'* I myfelf faw a fmall infant roalled, in a baflcet. It was carried before the provoft, together with a
•' man and woman, faid to be the parents of the child : the provoft condemned them to the (lake.

" When the poor firfl began to feed on human flefh, the horror and wonder excited by fuch unufual
" repafts, occafioned it to be the theme of converfation every where; but afterwards people were fo

" accuftomed to it, and indeed conceived fo much liking for thefe deteftable viands, that they became a
" general and common food, were eaten as a treat, and (lore of them was kept for future need: di(ferent

" modes of curing and cooking fuch meat were invented ; and the cu (lorn once introduced in the city,

" fprcad to the provinces, fo that no part of Egypt remained in which fuch pracSices were uncommon.
'• Wonder at fuch a refource now ceafed ; the horror it firll infpired entirely vanilhed ; and it was no
" longer fpoken of other than as an indifferent and ordinary matter."

After a recital of many (liocking examples of individuals laying in wait to deftroy children and others

incapable of defence, that they might fupport nature by fuch unnatural yet only remaining means; of mothers

devouring their children ; hufbands and wives their companions, and children their parents ; of which cafeg

he was moftly an eye-witnefs, Abd-AUatif proceeds

:

" One matter we (liall notice for its having been frequently before us : At Mifr, at Cairo, and in the

" ne!ghbourin;j towns, wherever we turned our (Icps, the eye was perpetually difguded with the afflidling

" fceiie of a carpfe, or an individual at the lad gafp, and oftentimes of numbers in this condition. At
" Cairo cfpccially, the dead daily carried to the place of fepulchre were from one to five hundred. At
" Mifr the ravage of death was without bounds, and deiied calculation ; the dead were not buried ; the

" living contented themfelves with calling them without the walls : nay, towards the end, the furvivors

" were too few to be able even to remove the corpfes which were feen lying in the fquares, in the paflages

" between the houfes and the (hops, and even un the floors in the houfes. And oftentimes by the fide

" of a body hanging in ftrips, were feen a cook, a butcher, and people of fimilar profeflions.

" Of the burghs and villages, all the inhabitants perifhed, except thofe who had been able to remove to
" other parts. Scarcely, even from this (latement can be excepted the capitals of provinces and the larger

•' villager; for example Kou«, Afchmounein, Mahalleh, and otliers of fimilar magnitude ; and in thefe even
" the number of furvivors was extremely fmall. Oftentimes a traveller paded through a ccnfidcrable

" Tillage without finding a fiiigle pcrfon ahve : the houfes he fiw all open, and in them only the corpfes

" of thofe by whom they had been inhabited (Iretched on the floor oppofite to each other, fome in a ilate

" of corruption, and others but newly dead ; and frequently moveables abounded, with none to claim
" podefiion.
*••* " The road from Egypt to Syria, by the tellimony of immerous witneifes, refembled an immenfe

" field fown with corpfes, or rather a field through which the reaper had palfed ; it had become, as it

" were, a banqueting houfe fur birds and bealls, which preyed upon their flefh ; and the dogs, which
" thi-fe emigrants had made the partners of their flight, wrre the firll to devour their bodies.

**** •' People of free condition were fold. » * * A young girl might be purchafed for a few pieces of
" filver. I myfelf was offered two maidens, not yet of the ag; of puberty, for a fingle piece of gold ;

" and on another occalion I faw two females, oni: of them yet a maid, whom the cryer offered for fale for

" eleven pieces of filver. One woman alfo carae to me and propofed to fell me her own daughter, of
*' fome beauty and ftill a girl, for five pieces of filver. On my reprefenting that fuch traffic was contrary

" to law, ' Take her then,' file exclaimed, ' as a free gift.' ***

•** " Villages which before contained a population (jf ten thoufind, now became fo many defcrts, in

" which at times a few flraggling beings might he found, and in which at others not one culd be
" feen. The major part of ihe city Mifr was wholly depopulated : the houfes on the c.inal, the llreet of
•' the Pond, Mahs, Haleb, and the neighbouriug places were entirely depeopled, thoigh previonfly thcr»

" was not one uf thefe fuburbs but in popula;ioii might v e with cities. At Cairo, even the palaces,

" houfes, and (hops in the boil quarters of the city, and in its very heart, are mod of them tcnantlefs

" and filent ; to fuch extent indted, that in one of the mod thickly peopled par s there is an hotel con-
" fidiag of fifty lodgings, in wh ch, if four be excepted, the whole are empty, and thefe four are tenanted

" merely bv perfous to prefervc the h t 1. The inhabitants of this once great city at the prcfent time ufe

" no other wiod for fuel for their kitchens and ovens than the timber of the roofs of houfes, door-

•' polls, and fences." Book II. Chap. 2. Page 360 to 374.

—

Eng. Trani.

The
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The pofitlon of the ifland Mozambico is detrimental to the vifion of the inhabitants

;

for, from the inftant the fun fets till it rifes the fucceeding morn they diftinguifh nothing,

becoming as it were blind till the great eye of the world re-illuminating the earth dif-

perfes darknefs and reftores them fight ; what however is rern.irkable, this accident is

peculiar to this ifland, for out of it the human fight is not fubjeft to this extraordinary

eclipfe *.

In the ifland Delgado, fertile and produftive of almoft every thing, manna, formed of
the dew from heaven, falls on certain trees, on which it is found in maffes in a con-

gealed flate, like but not equally hard as fugar-candy.

The inhabitants lay up for their confumption a confiderable flock of this article,

and fell a ftill greater quantity, as on their part they are unacquainted with any other

medicine, ufing it as a purgative ; to their knowledge of its aperient property are we
indebted for its introduftion into the rnatcria inedica of Europe.

With refpeft to the manner in which the cocoa nut is produced, authors feem to

diff^er : fome imagine it the fruit of a tree which grows at the bottom of the ocean,

which is only detached by the action of the water in great tempefls, and afterwards

caft on different fhores by the waves.

Others again efleem it to grow on a kind of palm-tree, of terreftrial and not fub-

marine produclion, the branches of which extend wide, and preferve its fruit in fuch

a perfect (late as to make it the mofl efteemed and ufeful upon earth, its flefli being

favoury and the water of it fo delightful that our fineft liquors fcarcely can enter into

competition.

VVhen the cocoa has attained its full fize, it is large as a man's head, efpecially when
encompafTed in its external coat ; a coat fimilar to our chefnuts in its pofition, but of

different texture. From the fibres of this outward coat, facking is made, fails, and cover-

ings for houfes ; beneath this coat is a texture of filaments of finer quality, of which

linen is made, and cordage and cables for (hipping ; and under this is the fhell of the

cocoa, of confiderable hardnefs, which is ufed for firing, and its finer parts for beads

for rofarics and other works.

After this fhell is taken off, the fruit appears, which differs from our Michaelmas

peach only in colour, being of the fame fize, but extremely white, and of moil de-

licious flavour.

Within the hollow nut is a fvveet liquor, as refrefhingly cool in its nature as the nut

itfelf is lieating. When it is wifhed to extracl this water without breaking the nut, a

hole is bored through the top of it, at one of three indents which prefent the fimilitude

of a monkey's countenance. Individuals, anxious for the preiervation of the fliell,

either as a curiofity, or for the ufe to which it is applicable, favv it through the middle,

and make cups of it to drink out of. What is remarkable, this fruit continues per-

feefly frefli and good as long as the liquor within is retained ; but when it loles this, it

becomes dry and good for nothing.

The former part of this ftatement is corrcA ; within the torrid zone tlic twilight is fcarcely percep-

tible, owing to tlie promptitude with which the fun partes the few degi'ets requifitc before tiie rciniftion

of its lays ceafes, when dark night begins. This fingularity, loan individual coming' from higher latitudes,

where the twilight is always of longer duration, and of unremitted tonlinuunce durinp part of the year,

never fails ot exciting notice within tbc tropics. The aflcrtion that the fudden fucccfllon <if darknefs to

light is not experienced out of the ifland of Mozambico, is no otherwife to be ad ounted for than by
fuppi fing the author mcar,t to fay. inllead of " out," north of the ifl.ind and without the tropics ; efpecially

as at ijofala he mull have obferved the fame appcarancee,—i,KG. Traks.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VIII.— Of the Mode of taking Elephants ; and an Account of a Hunter "who died

upon one he had killed.

THE number of elephants m this country is prodigious, fo much fo indeed that the

inhabitants are obliged to purfue and make frequent hunting courfes after them, to

preferve from their ravage the lands they fow with rice and millet, in which lands

thefe animals generally commit great wafte ; when, however, the chace is inadequate to

the fufficient redudion of the elephants, fnares are made for them, after the fame

manner as in diflerent parts of the Continent is done for wolves ; when a Caifre dif-

covers that an elephant has fallen into his toils, he aflembles his friends and relatives,

that they may partake of the fport and confequent feaft.

Had not the CafFres the inducement for purfuing the elephant, which arifes from

the neceflity of protecling their property, they would yet have fufficient in the be-

nefit they derive from their capture, feeing its flefh fcrves them for food, and its

teeth are an object of confiderable traffic. Indeed with them the elephant is efteemed

of great value ; fo much, that one being obtained perfedly white, many princes of

the furrounding country waged war for the poffefiion of the valuable animal ; but

it was ultimately adjudged to the lord of the foil on which it was taken, as a ma-

norial right.

The Caffres, aware of the rifk incurred in hunting elephants, endeavour commonly

to come upon them when they flcep, which they are enabled to do on account of

their difcovering themfelves by their fnoring fo loud as to be heard all over the country ;

when, getting as near to them as they are able, they lance a javelin into their body ;

this awakening them, occafions, in proportion to their agitation, a lei's or greater eft'ufion

of blood, and oftentimes their death ; for they frequently full upon the javelin, which

in confequence is plunged deeper into their bodies. Many authors defcribe a ditlerent

mode of taking this animal : according to thefe, the elephant alter it has puffed three

years old never lies down to fleep, but leans in taking repofe againfl: a tree, the trunk

of which at this time is cut near the root, and the tree in fallmg encumbers and kills

the elephant. Were fuch the truth, ivory would be ftill dearer than it is, and far more

rare ; for the danger of this mode of hunting would deter many who now purfue the

animal in view of enriching themfelves with its Ipoils.

Two Caffres happening once to wound as many elephants but very ilightly, were,

on account of the fall of night, unable to follow the trace of them ; the next day they

returned to the chace in hopes of finding them dead ; but their wounds not being con-

fiderable, they had traverfed a great diltance, and were tracked by cheir blood : the

hunters at length difcovered them, one of thefe elephants had gone into a river, and

with its trunk was throwing water over the other, this was lying on the bank, and in

confequence the huntfmen concluded it was dead: Approaching now fomewhat nearer

than was prudent, to the living one in the water, this elephant fcized one of the two

hunters with his trunk, and call him with fuch violence on the body of the dead elephant

as to deprive him of life, thus avenging the death of his comrade by that of the perfon

by whom it was occafioned.

liillory is full of fnnilar anecdotes, which prove that this animal, though buried in

matter, poffcffes reafon in a fuperior degree to any other upon earth.

It is related, tliat at Goa, a capital city in the ladies, there was an elephant nick-

named Perico {ox the fot) on account of its predilcdion for wine. It was accuftomed

5 to
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to halt before the dopr of the different taverns, and never quit its flation until a quan-

tity of wine was poured into its trunk ; and if, which fometimes happened, any one

out of joke gave it money, it carried it to the beft tavern, and readily diftinguiflied bad
from good wine ; fo that indeed thofe who frequented thefe wine houfes, were ufed

always to afk for the elephant's wine.

The viceroy of the Indies, in the year 1600, fent as a prefent to the king of SpaTri

an elephant which readily comprehended whatever was faid to it in the Italian and Por-

tuguefe languages ; at leaft it never refufed any thing required of it in either of thofe

tongues ; it appeared fond of mufic, and would beat time to a tune with its trunk ;

and whenever its guide, defirous of teaching it any thing, fcolded this elephant or
expreffed diffatisfadtion, one might perceive a fenfibility in it, and that it was affeded.

by the reproaches it received, and uneafy till its mailer feemed to be reconciled*

HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA.

BOOK III.

Of the islands off the coast or melinda ; the wars of the Portuguese
WITH the moors; and their successes, as well in fighting with these,
AS THE TURKS, WHO CAME TO THEIR ASSISTANCE.

CHAP. I.— 0/ the IJlands off the Coajl of Melinda : Phnbo^ Lamo, Paita ; their Re-

bellio7i againji the Poriuguefe, and the Manner in -which they were punijl^ed.

AFTER having in the former books fpoken of the major part of that Ethiopia

which begins at Cape Carrientes, and extends to Cape Delgado, (a fpace of more than

three hundred leagues, all of which is comprifed within the jurifdiftion of the Cap-

taincy General of Mozambico), I (hall clofe the hiftory of the continent with an account

of the countiies and kingdoms extending from Cape Delgado to Egypt and the Red
Sea, which form the hmirs of this Ethiopia ; and, refuming the thread of this hiftory,

take a tour through the iflands of the coaft of Melinda, and fpeak of the kings of

this part of the world who are tributary to the Portuguefe.

The captain of Mozambico, the mSfter of all this country, oftentimes purchafes

dearly the honour of governing it, having to prcfide over nations differing in manners

no Icfs than in language.

On the north is the extenfive kingdom of the Munimigl, compofed of pagans and

favages, who pay tribute to their fovereign of confiderable amount, and proportioned

to the revenue they derive from their gold mines in the kingdom of Goragc.

Thefe people are univcrfally forcerers, and fo well comprehend the art and pra£Uce

of witchcraft that they are capable of Haying even the aftivity of fire, voluntarily throw-

ing themfclves into the midlt of a burning pile without receiving ihc flighted injury,

and all tiie while converfmg with thofe round the pyre, thus clearly evincing the in-

efficacy of the flames to confume them.

This kingdom is environed by many others belonging to Prefter John, * denominated

by his fubjecls Azcqiw, a word commtnlurate w ith Emperor.

• The Emperor of AbytTmia, it is well known, was long diftingiii(hcd by the title of Prefter John. The
ori^jin of this title has been varioiifly given, and many ahfurd opinions of its etymology have bt(.-n publinicJ,.

According to Bruce, it is derived from the common exclamation with which this monarch is aflailed on his

appearing iu public : Rite Jun Hoi ; O king, render julticc !

—

Ehg. Tita mi.

On
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On leaving the territory of Gorage, proceeding towards the weft is the province of

Couche, inhabited by pagan fubjefts of Prefter John. A gold mine difcoveied in this

country is fo rich, that when the fun fhines on it, open as it is to the day, thi' fplendor

which it irradiates, dazzles the eye ; it is even forbidden any one to approach it ; and
the gold hitherto brought from the country is obtained from other mines. The ore is

fo rich, that two parts in three confifl of pure gold, though this is of a quality fo infe-

rior to the beft, as to be rated at only half its value.

The kingdom on the weft, abounds not only in gold mines, but alfo in horfes,

mules, and cotton cloths. The Prefter John receives annually a tribute from this king-

dom, of three hundred head of cattle, and as many horfes, as well as three hundred

ounces of gold, valued at thirty-fix franks (3 ofti.) per ounce.

Bordering on this kingdom, is that of Damut a, which extends as far as the equi-

noftial line. It is inhabited by pagans, tributary to the Prefter John. This country

is likewife very produftive ; but as It yields no Iron, that metal is bought at its weight

in gold, which is very common. Salt likewife is exceedingly rare, and very dear

;

being brought to this country from the kingdom of Dambia, and the province of Bel-

gada. Oftentimes a Have is purchafed for five or fix lumps of fait of four pounds weight.

In the neighbourhood of Damuta is a province In which the women are fo much
add idled to war and hunting, that they conftantly go armed. When contention fails

in their neighbourhood, they purpofely excite quarrels among themfelves, that they

may exercife their Iklll and courage, and neither the one be Impaired nor the other be

relaxed by idlenefs. They are much more daring than the men of the country, and,

that they may have no impediment to the proper exercife of the right arm, they are

accuftomed, while their daughters are young, to fear the brcaft of that fide with a hot

iron, and thus wither It and prevent Its growth.

Moft of thefe women are more occupied with warfare than the management of domeftic

affairs, whence they rarely marry, and live as formerly did the Amazons of Scythia.

Where by chance any enter the marriage ftate and have children, they take charge of

them no longer than till they are weaned, after which they fend them to their fathers

to be brought up. But the chief of them Imitate the example of their queen, who fives

in a ftate of perpetual virginity, and is regarded as a deity by her fubjedts ; nay, even

all the fovereigns, whofe territories are adjacent to hers, pride themfelvcs in living with

her on friendly terms, and defend her againft any attacks. Indeed the power of this

monarch is fuch as to make her another Queen of Sheba, whofe authority over her

fubiedls, as Is related by the Patriarch Bermudes in his Book on the Prefter John, was
without any limits.

The fame Patriarch relates that, off" the coaft of China, iflands are found peopled with

Amazons who fuffer no men among them except at certain feafons, for the prefervation

of their race : if the fruit of the connexion chance to be girls, they preferve them ; if

boys, the care of bringing them up devolves on their fathers, while they themfelves are

employed in exercifing their horfes, and in war*.-

* With the exception of horfes the fame is related as the fubftance of a communication afforded to the

mifGonaries fent by the Jefuits to the South Sea iflands, by one of the inhabitants of the Mariana ifiand».

In one of the Carolina iflands a nation of women is, in the narrative alluded to, faid to exift, which is

governed by fimilar principles : the account appears in an appendix to the work of the prefident De Broffes

on the Navigation of the South Sea, and is inferted in the portion of this work, dedicated to that part of
the world. Eng. Trans.

CHAP.
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CHAP. II. — Of the IJlands off the Coajl of Melinda ; Pemb^, Lamo, Pata ; the

different Religions of the Inhabitants j the manner in which their Rebellion was
punijhed by the Porluguefe.

AS we have now afforded a defciiption of the inland country, and chief kingdoms,
flretching from Ethiopia to Egypt, we inuit now proceed to a detail of the maritiaie

parts and iflands, in which we fhall begin with Cape Delgado, proceeding thence
towards the Mouth of the Red Sea.

Cape Delgado is fituate under the parallel of lo" S. the country thence to the line is

called the coaft oi Melinda ; and is under the jurifdi£tion of the captaincy of* Mombaza.
Along this coafl are many iflands, peopled by Pagans, Moors, and Caffres. Some of

thefe are large and fertile ; for example : Quitoa, Monfia, Zanzibar, Mombaza,
Pemba, Lamo, Pata; the others are of inferior fize and confequence. In each of thefe

iflands the governor of Melinda maintains a fadlor, to whom the management of the

traffic with them is intrufled ; the articles of merchandize they yield are tortoife-fhell, am-
ber, ivory, wax, millet, rice, and flaves. Of all thefe iflands however Pata is of mod
value, as in that is manufaftured a variety of filk and cotton fluffs, of great beauty and
in high requeft for the dreffes of the wealthy of the different neighbouring kingdoms.
In this ifland alfo, very curious ftraw work is manufadured with great ingenuity and
IkiU.

Each of the iflands has a moorifli king, and all are fubjeft to the fovereign of Portugal,

to whom they pay tribute through the governor of the coafl; of MeHnda. Thefe Moors
are defccndants of the Ifhmaelites of Happy Arabia, the colonifts from which part have
prodigioufly incrcafed in the iflands.

They live in great harmony, as far as regards civil matters ; but the moment religion

becomes a matter of difcuffion they divide into parties, each fupporting his peculiar te-

nets, and preferring the fe£t to which he belongs ; a misfortune incident to all faiths

diflincl from that of the Romifli Church, the only true religion.

The Arabs follow the creed of the Perfians ; that is to fay, the interpretation of the

Mahommeddan law laid down by Ali, which is materially different from that lupporteJ

by the Turks who are feclaries of Omar ; each hence fuppofes the other in error.

This fchffm is the origin of the animofity fubfifting between the grand Sooltaun of Perfia

and the Great Turk, who are continually at war.

From the difference of the tenets of the Perfians and Turks have originated many feds

in various regions under the controul of the monarchs of either nation, oppofite the one
to the other, a divifion which immediately fuccceded the death of Mahmoud, when,

four of his neareft relatives, pretending to be dodors and infpircd, publiflied as many
expofitions of the hnv, which, difl"cring from one another, occafioned asgi'eat a variety

of feds. Ali was the firfl author of the fed called fm?!iemia, and his tenets were followed

by the Perfians, Indians, and the Arabs, who dwell in the maritime parts of Happy
Arabia ; from thefe laft fpring the Mons, who dwell on the coall of ftlclinda.

' The town of this name is fitua c on a cognominal iflanc! ?t tlie mouth of a river wliiLh emplict itfelt

into the fea in about lal. 3" 50' S. Tlic town on the illaiid is lavpc and populoiik, and the Portufjucfc iliU

have a factory and dominion in it. It was taken and partially dcltroyed by Francis Almeida in 1505, and

afterwards abaadoned. .Some time after, the Portuguel'e conllriidcd a citadel from which ihcy were

driven in the year 163 i, but of which ihey again made themfelres malUri iu 1729, and have fincc con-

tinued in poflVlTion. Kng.Tra.s8.

VOL. XVI. 5 .\ Abiibekir
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Abubekir was the Second, who founded the fe£l denominated Melkia (or Royal) his

followers the other Arabians, the Saracens, and part of the African Mahomeddans.
Omar was the third ; he hiflituted the feci termed Anephia : his difciples, other

Africans, and ihe people of the defart of Zahara.

Othman was the fourth, he eltablifhed the fedl called Baanepb'ia, or Xaphaya as it is

more commonly termed, which fedl alfo is followed by fome of thofe inhabiting the

eoaft of Melinda. Each following thefe different feels regards all diffentients as heretics
;

hence quarrels are perpetual, except when the common interefl: renders it expedient

for their feuds to ceafe, that they may unite in defence againft the Portuguefe, whom
they deleft, and whofe yoke hangs heavy on their necks. They have in confequence

oftentimes rebelled, and as often have they been made to repent their difloyalty and

lafhnefs, efpecially thofe who inhabit the ifland Pemba, an ifland eight leagues from

the main oppofite to Mombaza, on which it depends. This ifland is ten leagues in

length and highly fertile. It is watered by numerous rivers which contribute greatly

to the nouriftiment of its groves of oranges and lemons, fruits fo common in the ifland

that any one may gather them at pleafure. But the comforts enjoyed here are dearly

purchafed by the frequency of maladies to which indeed flrangers are more liable than

the natives, who become habituated to the climate, and efpecially the waters, to which

the unhealthinefsof the ifland is chiefly attributed, they being equally unwholefome and

abundant.

The Portuguefe had firmly eftabliflied their dominion over thefe people, and held

them in a ftate bordering on flavery, entering into their homes and taking what they

pleafed, as if it wbre their own j while, far from objecling to fuch ufurpation, the Moors
appeared to receive gratification from their taking or accepting their poultry, fheep,

goats, or whatever they poflcflTed.

Tired at length of fuch paffive obedience, and at the ufurpation of the Portuguefe

over their perfons and property, then abufing their authority on all occafions to fuch

extent that if any one chanced to fall, ftruck his toe againfl: a ftone, or even incurred

an injury even flighter than this, he immediately laid the blame on the Moor before

whofe dwelling the accident happened, and pretending a hurt, obliged him to give up

all he had either to appeafe his refentment or to defray the charge of his cure.

Condu£l fo outrageous and unreafonable made the Moors determine to take up arms

not only againfl: the Portuguefe but alfo the king of the ifland, who, by a flrange in-

fatuation, whether refulting from fear or weaknefs, winked at the behaviour of the

Portuguefe.

This popular infurredtion was fo fecretly planned and fo effeiflually profecuted that

the Portuguefe were all of them put to the fword, the vengeance of the Moors fparing

neither woman nor child ; and had not their fovereign avoided their refentment by

flying with fome of his confidents to Mombaza he would no doubt have been con-

founded with their oppreflbrs, and have fliared their fate. On reaching Mombaza and

relating what had palfed, Matthew de Mendez de Vafconcellos,, who commanded on

this coafl:, equipped an armament againfl; the ifland, and re-efl;abliflied the monarch on

his throne, puniihed the chiefs of the infurreftion, and fuch as had been coufpicuoufly

guilty, and aweing others, who in confequence of the examples he made even awhile

deterred from fuch deeds. After compleating this entcrprize, as glorious for the Por-

tuguefe nation as creditable to the general, he returned to Mombaza 5 but the conver-

fion of the fovereign who embraced the chriflian faith, and his marriage with a Portu-

guefe lady, occafioned other and more fatal rebellions.

Oppofite
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Oppofite to Mellnda is a fmall ifland called Lamo, governed by three different kings
tributary to Portugal. The Portuguefe, incapable of fupporting the infolence of the

Moors of Ampaza, one of the towns of this ifland, who were bitter enemlss of the

Chriflians and guilty of all kinds of cruelty towards them, entirely deftroyed that

capital, as will be related in the fucceeding chapter.

The inveteracy of the Moors was not confined to this town, for the king of Lamo,
who profefled himfelf their friend, betrayed them and delivered up to the Turks Roch
de Britto Falcon in the manner I ihall explain.

In the fame year the Turks difpatched from the Straits cf Mecca (Babelmandel) a
galley commanded by Meer Ali Bey, a Turkifli corfair, for the purpofe of pillaging and
fackinsT Mtiinda.

This pirate was fo fortunate that the fuccefs of his voyage even exceeded his expec-
tations, tor as foon as the Moors perceived his flag they immediateiy rofe in his favour
againft the Portuguefe.

At this period Roch de Britto was failing with the commander of Melinda for the

Indies, and when he arrived at Lamo, was apprized of tiie expediu'on of ihs Turkifli

commander whom he fludied to avoid on account of the inequality of his force. The king
of Lamo, a Moor fubjed to Portugal, aflured Falcon that he might remain on his ifland in

pcrfeft fecuriry, where he trailed the Turk would not venture to come to attack him, but
if he did, promifed to defend him, as well as the fmall number of Chrilliaas with him,
at the peril of his life. Roch de Britto, far from fufpeding treachery, confided in the

promifes of the Moor and remained on the ifland, whither the Turk, as foon as informed
of his place ot refuge, purfued him. The perfidious Moor, who had fecretly refolvtd on
facrilking the Portuguefe, introduced their enemy into the ifland, where the Portuguefe
beint; furprizcd, were made flaves. Captain Britto himfelf, fupported by a few, feized

a buckler and fword, and refolved on felling his life arid liberty as dearly as poflibie

;

but the Turks overpowering the little band with numbers, moftof his party were killed,

and himfelf dangcroufly wounded. The Turk, who fought to fave the life of this cap-

tain, lefs from the value he had for fuch an illuftrious character than from the hope he
had of obtaining a high ranfom, ordered great care to be taken of him, and caufed him
tobefentto Conftantinople ; but the vexation Britto endured at fccin<]; himfelf thus

facrificed and overcome, combined with the number and badnefs of his wounds, caufed
his death on the voyage, fo that the only fruit gathered by the corfair from his vidory
was a few flaves, and a booty valued at about a hundred and fifpy thoufand crowns
UT 8,750,)

CHAP. III. — Of the Revenge of the Portuguefe on the Traitors of the towns of Atn-

paza, Lamo, and Mombaza, the Inhabitants of which were put to the Sword, and
their Iloufes, after firjt undergoing Pillage, burnt.

THE lofs fuflained by the Portuguefe from the capture of the veflll of Roch de

Britto, afl'eQed them far lefs than his death, and that of his companions, for which they

refolved on taking ample vengeance on the Moors ; but they fuflercd fome time to

elapfe without teflifying any fuch intention, that the Moors might be lulled into fecu-

rity by the fancy that they were afraid to attack them, or were inclined to pafsover their

treachery.

Don Duarte de Menefes, Viceroy of the Indies, who took this affair to heart more
nearly than he feemed to do, caufed a fleet to be equipped, confifting of two galeons,

5 A 2 three
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three galleys, and twelve galiots, the command of which he entrufted to Martin Al-
fonzo de Mello, with Simon de Britto de Caftre under him for lieutenant ; and, on
board thefe veflels fix hundred and fifty Portuguefe, no lefs animated with a defire of
revenging their relatives and friends than with a thirft for glory.

This armament failed from the port of Goa on the 9th January 1587, a feafon of the

year bell fuiting a voyage to Africa from India, and, with a conftantly favouring wind,

reached Ampaza on the 28th of the fame month. The Portuguefe failed paft this town
without halting, and proceeded to Magadaxo, which they expected to take at the firft

aflault, but which defended itfclf in a mod vigorous and fuccefsful manner, as like-

wife did the Moorifh inhabitants of Brava, fo that the expedition was obliged to raife

the fiege of both towns, and make for the Seven Uninhabited Iflands oppofite to the

town of Ampaza.
This place, which is as ftrong from its natural pofition as by its fortifications and the

number of its inhabitants, was befieged in form by the Portuguefe. They anchored

before the town, the monarch of which was fo powerful as to be dreaded by his neigh-

bours ; full of revenge and anxious for battle ; the refiftance they had to encounter

forving but the more to inflame their courage.

Scarcely had the Portuguefe reached the Road before they landed part of their troops,

who opened the trenches before the town, while the naval part of the armament at-

tacked it from the fea with incredible fury. The inhabitants, furprized at feeing them-

felves bfcfieged, without knowing by whom, fent out a veffel to reconnoitre, and when
on its return they had intimation that it was the Portuguefe, they began to dread their

juft refentment.

The king, after holding a council of war, publiflied an ordinance, enjoining every

one under pain of death above fourteen years of age to take up arms for the defence

of their country, their liberty, and his throne, flattering them with fuccours from the

Turks, and confiding in what the kings his neighbours would furnifh, in cafe the fiege

fhould be continued. Thefe hopes and necefiity ferved to infpirit the inhabitants ro defend

themfelves, which they did refolutely for the fpace of fonie days : but the befieged feeing

the Portuguefe availing themfelves of the low water to difembark other troops, and that

no fuccours arrived, fuffered fear to get the better of hope, and gave way to tumult.

The king, folicilous of flopping the rifing infuborduiation, fpoke to them in the following

terms, trufling he might recal them to a fenfe of duty. '' I have caufed you to be
*' colleded, my dear friends, to reprefent the danger you run in cafe you refufe a lafl

" effort for your deliverance ; but as 1 know that you are more dearly attached to the

" honour of your country than the prefcrvation of your property or even your lives, I

•' befeech you, by the love you bear me and my government, to employ that bravery
" which is fo natural to you in the defence of a prince, who, by his own example, will

" fhew that he does not value his own life, when your property and lives are at flake.

•' Let us not therefore by a cowardly flight to the interior attempt to feek a fafety we
" fhould not find, but remember that the Caffrgs, who are more attached to the Portu.

" guefe than us, will feek with them to wreak vengeance on our heads. Let us, my
" dear fubjtcls, fhew that we can rely in confidence on ourfelves, though the kings my
" neighbours do abandon me on this trying occafion ; let us- make a law of neceflity

" which fliall fland inflead of all afliftance, and give new vigour to our courage. Be but

" faithful and firm, and fliould our refiilancebe attended with fuccefs, 1 promife you,
" on the word and honour of a king, that henceforth I will be to all of you rather a
•' father than a fovereign."

This
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ITiis fpeech from the mouth of a king, who called on them for the exercife of a

courage, which from what he forefaw was indifpenfable, had a powerful effect on his

auditors, who fwore in the mod foiemn manner to ufe all their exertions for the defence

of the ftate. But as thefe people are as fuperfliiious as they are difficult to govern, they

facrificed a white flieep, perfuaded that the oppofite fide on which it fhould fall on re-

ceiving the mortal blow would be that would obtain the viclory. The day being fixed

for the ceremony, the people aflembled in the fquare to which the flieep was led, when
turning its head towards the eafl they placed on its head a compofition of rice and
vinegar, with a garland of palms ; the facrificer then after certain invocations, to which
the people made refponfes, flruck it with a club on the head, the animal falling towards

the Portuguefe, they confidered it an infallible prefage that they Ihould defeat them.

The rumour of the favourable omen quickly fpread through the town which refounded

with fhouts of joy, as all now flattered themfelves with obliging the Portuguefe to raife

the fiege, and involve them in confufion and ruin. The people on this occafion re-

newed thek homage to the king, and touching his knee with their hand, as a lafl; pro-

teftation of fidelity, raifed it on their head.

While the Moors were employed in the ceremonies of offering ficrifices to their gods,

and in doing homage to their prince, the Portuguefe, availing themfelves of the low
water, were difembarking, and had formed themfelves into three battalions. The firft

was commanded by Simon de Britto de Caftres, the fecond by the captain general of

Melinda, and the third by the general of the army. The two firfl battalions marched
direft againft the Moors who had entrenched themfelves in the town, which was vigo-

roufly attacked, and defended with equal refolution ; but the refiftance of the Moors
provoking the Portuguefe to redoubled exertions, tliey forced the entrenchments, upon
which the Moors retired into the town. With the Moors the Portuguefe entered pell mell,

but here they met with fo violent a fire as arrefled them in the midfl of their progrefs
;

for, fcparate from the Moors within the town, exceeding much in numbers thofe who
had been oppofed to the Portuguefe at the trenches, the men who had been prefent at

the facrifice feeing themfelves called upon by the prefence of the enemy, ruflied to

arms, divided themfelves into fquads, and taking their flations in old ftone buildings,

poured fuch a quick and well dire6ted fire on the Portuguefe that many of them were
killed.

In the mean time the general, at the head of his battalion, attacked the town from
the land fide, and gained an eminence which commanded the place. This new attack,

which was very warm, obliged the Moors to divide their forces and fly to the part menaced
with greatefl danger. Such indeed was the peril deemed that the grand aids, their

chief prieft, and whofe prefence alone could reftore their fallen courage, rulhed to the

fpot ; but the death of their king fpread fuch general conllernalion among the beficged

that they immediately gave way, and fought in vain, within the walls of their houfes,

a fafety no where to be found. The Portuguefe followed ihem conftantly with greater

fury than ever, and found no obflacles to their progrefs. Men, women, and children

were put to the fword, and fo blind in fhort was the rage of the Europeans, that not

even an animal efcaped deftrudion ; thus avenging, as they faid, the death of their com-
rades, and the treachery of the Moors towards their nation.

The town being given up to pillage, it became the theatre of inhumanity which

would difgrace the moll bloody war. The mofl vile indignities were laviflicd on the

dead body of the monarch ; his head was cut oil", fluck on the point of a lance, and

afterwards, together with the town, was condemned to the flames. The conflagra-

7 tion
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tion was fo dreadful, that the whole place was reduced to afhes as well as the fuburbs,

where the Portuguefe felled more than eight thoufand palm trees, the beauty and prin-

cipal wealth of the ifland ; thus did they utterly ruin this part of the country, defirous

of leaving an eternal monument of their vidtory and revenge, and a frightful warning
to thofe w ho fhould dare to fiiew themfelves their enemies.

After the ruin of this great town, the Portuguefe failed towards T.amo, which had
revolted, and, not content with refufing the cuflomary tribute to the King of Portugal,

had been guilty of the treafon before related towards Roch de Brito. The King of
Lamo, confcious of his criminal condui!l, and defirous of efcaping the refentment of the

Portuguefe, fought, to avoid by flight, a peril which he did not dare, however much a

hero, to front. The Portuguefe commander, who was made acquainted with thj fear

and flight of this prince, whofe fpoil he was anxious to pc^flTefs, upon this declared him
an enemy to the crown of Portugal, and as fuch, confifcated all his property. The
general afterwards entered the town at tlie head of his troops to feize upon the mod
guilty, and having made a ftridl fciutiny, condemned fuch as he difcovered to exem-
plary punifliment. He now rfpaired to the coaft of Melinda, where the king awaited

him with fuch anxiety, that as foon a? the Portugufe fquadron had call anchor he went
on board, the commander receiving him with thofe expreffions of joy and refped which
are conilantly fliewn to monarchs, even when in a fl:ate of warfare with them.

The fame of the revenge taken by the Portuguefe fpread overfall the country, and
fo much afl:onifhed and terrified the Moors, that every one refolvfed on courting their

friendfliip, feeing they were thus terrible, not only when really oflfended, but even when
they fancied an injury.

The com.mander, whofe condud and valour had already filled the Moors with refpeft

and dread of the Portuguefe name, failed from Melinda, where he left fonie fick bdiind
him, and fleered for Moinbaza, whither the king of Melinda accompanied him,
reinforcing him with three of his own velTels.

The Portuguefe availed themfelves of this opportunity, than which none appeared to

them more fit for laying fiege to Moinbaza, and landed for the purpofe in its neighbour-

hood* At firfl they encountered a vigorous refiflance, but this ferved only to heighten

their glory the more, it being inadequate to preventing their ultimate fucccfs, the king
being at laft obh'ged to fubmit to tiie king of Portugal, as previoufly had been the king
of Ampuza, who, after his rebellion, became tributary to this fovercign of Mombaza.
The Moors, when they found refiftance vain, offered a capitulation, which, as the

Portuguefe on this occafion fought for conqueft and not revenge, was granted, on
condition of the vanquifhed paying forty thoufand crowns for the expenfe of the war,
and difmantling the town.

CHAP. IV.— The Moors of Melinda requeji Succour of the Turks, in a meditated

Rebellion ugainji the Puriugu'fe.

THE dominion of the Portuguefe being odious and heavy in the eyes of the Moors
of Melinda, they deputed eniifl'arics to Meer Ali Bey, who commanded a Turkifh

fquadron in the Red Sea, to intreat afliflancc ; in confequence he fitted out four galleys

for that coaft, being rendered confident from the former expedition in which he cap-

tured Roch de Britto and his veflel. Flattered with the hopes of fimilar fuccefs and
abready counting on the profit and pillage he fhould make, he concluded a league with

the
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the Moors, thefe holdincj ovit to him a fair profpeft of defeating and utterly ruining

the Portuguefe. The difficulty, however, which Meer Ali Bey had to contend with in

finding timber fuited to the coi;ftru£tion of his galleys, caufing him a longer delay than

he reckoned upon, the Portuguefe took advantage of it to render themfelves fole and

abfolute mafters of Melinda, perfeftly fubduing the inhabitants and depriving them of

all hopes of affiflance.

The intreaties of the deputies were fo urgent that Meer Ali Bey put to fea with ths

four galleys and the veffel he two years before had captured from the Portuguefe. He
coafled along the whole coafl of Melinda, as far as Mogadaxo, the Moorifli population

of which received him with open arms, and made him valuable prefents, in the view of

engaging him to become their proteftor. He afterwards touched at all the large and

fmall towns of this coafl from which he drew various other prefents, fometimes gra-

tuitoufly offered, but exaflcd where not voluntarily given ; he then continued his

voyage to Melinda, where arriving in the night he lowered his fails and came to an

anchor, meaning to attack the place the next day, as he was aware that the King whb
commanded there was in the iatereft of the Portuguefe.

Matteo de Vafconcellos, governor of the coaft of Melinda, feeing himfelf befet both by

fea and land, held confultation with the king, the refult of which was that they fliould de-

fend themfelves to the la(t extremity. Th y confcquently mounted f )me pieces of can-

non on a fandy eminence commanding the road, the fire from which fo much diftreffed

the galleys of the lurks, as to induce them to withdraw towards Mombaza, where

they determined on fortifying themfelves, with intention of driving the Portuguefe

wholly from the coaft ; but Providence, who fuftained them, continued its protection

on this occafion, for as foon as Vafconcellos faw himfelf attacked, he forwarded intel-

ligence to Emanuel de Soufa Coutinho, governor of the Indies, that he might render

him prompt afiiftance, which he did. To the relief of Vafconcellos this governor dif-

patched two galliafl'es, five galleys, fix galliots, and fix tranfports, on board of which

were nine hundred foldiers, the fquadron being placed under the command of Thomas
de Soufa Coutinho, who failed with it from Goa the beginning of January 1588, with

a fair wind. The favouring weather enjoyed by the fquadron at its depiu-ture was not

conftant through the voyage ; when out at fea fo dreadful a tempefi: arofe as obliged

the commander to fend back one of the galleys, which had fprung a leak, and the

crew of which, to lighten the veflel, had been forced to throw overboard much of

her lading : two galliafles, in addition, were left in the gulph to prevent the Turks

from entering, and the remainder of the armament proceeded on its voyage at the

mercy of the ftorm, and without the crew knowing whither they were borne. The

temped laftcd almoft the whole night through ; but the wind falling as the dawn ap-

proached, they diftinguiflied fires in the diitance towards that part of the coafl of

Ethiopia which they imagined to be uninhabited, and making towards the fpot, tliey

found them to be thofe of the fliips feparatcd by the florm ; on joining them they re-

turned thanks to Providence, as, but for thefe fires, they would infallibly have been

wrecked on the coafl.

They now changed their courfe, bearing down for Melinda, and reached the port

of Brama, the Moors of which were ni)w tricndly to the Portuguefe •, here they were

informed of the paflage of the four Tuikifh galleys, and of their having forcibly exaded

contributions of money from the town, adling rather as plunderers than as deliverers.

The Portuguefe armament, after lemaiiiing two days in this port for the purpofe of

receiving information refpci^ling the Turkilh fquadron, proceeded and call anchor op-

I pofite
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pofite to Ampaza*, a town which had been fo completely ruined, two years before, by
Martin Alfonfo de Mello, that not one Itone was left upon another, but which the

prince of Ampaza had already rebuilt. This fovei'eign was furprized as much as his

predeceflbr had been at the appearance of the Portuguefe, but taught by the example
made of that predeceflbr and his people, of the danger of refilling thefe Europeans, he
chofe a wifer policy.

Equally prudent and brave, this prince fent ambafladors to the commanders of the Por-

tuguefe fquadron, made tender of every thing he could have occafion for, and offered to

join his forces if requifite : he moreover intimated that he might enter the town in perfedt

fecurity, for he had conflantly been as friendly difpofed towards the Portuguefe as he

was inimical to the Turks, whom he hj\d never luifered to enter his port but when it

was out of his power to prevent them. If he had avoided the Portuguefe, he faid,

upon the occafion of their ruining the town in 1586, at leaft he had not aflifted the

monarch againft whom they fought, and whofe territories he now poflefled, and con-

fequently he had proved by his neutrality then, that he had not been their enemy ; he

moreover added, that they fhould ever find him, now and in time to come, a friend

incapable of entertaining even a thought of treachery towards them. The commander
made a fuitable reply to this courteous demeanor, and profeffed that the Portuguefe

would feel themfelves honoured by his friendfliip.

While the fquadron were taking in water at Lamo, the commander received news
from Vafconcellos of the Turks under Meer Ali Bey being at Mombaza, where it

would be eafy to fall npon them by furprize, as they were lulled in fancied fecurity.

Vafconcellos' account of their unprepared condition to refill Coutinho, recommended
an attack before the Turk fhould have intelligence of his arrival. Coutinho followed

this advice, prohibited any one from leaving the fhip, and immediately failed, reaching

the town of Melinda by night, ofF'which they anchored. Notwithftanding thegeneial

prohibition againft leaving the fliip, a number of Portuguefe noblemen, or Jidalgos,

were permitted to land here, in order to pay their refpects to the faithful fovereign of

the place, and deliver to him a magnificent prefent from the governor of the Indies.

Couiinho, learning that the king of i^eniba and his f'>n, who had been driven from
their kingdom by their mutinous fubjefts, were then at Melinda, and aware that unlefs

the Portuguefe aflifted them they would have no chance of re-eftablifliment on their

throne, took both on board his fquadron and engiiged to reinftate them. Scarcely

had they arrived before Mombaza, when the Turks, who had fortified themfelves there,

teft;ified their readinefs to engage the Portuguefe by a falute of artillery.

Thomas de Souza Coutinho, feeing their eagernefs for battle, iflTued diredions for

entering the port and carrying the town. Matteo IMandes led the van, compofed of

fmall vefl'els gallantly hung with flreamers ; the galliots and four galleys clofed the

rear. In this order they proceeded to the found of drums and trumpets, accompanied

by fliouts of joy and loud anticipations of victory, the proceflion refembling rather

a triumphal entry than preparations for a bloody engagement. The flotilla wholly

flighted the fire of the fort, the guns of which played without eft'ecl on the fliips

* In recent maps the ifland Lamo is omitted, though Mombaza, Pemba, Zanzibar, and Monfia are given.

Tliis appears the more extraordinary, as it is marked in the two-iheet map of Africa, by Moll, publifhed the

beginning of tlielall centur)'. It hes at the mouth of one of the rivers which^defcend from the ridge of moun-
tains termed The Spine of the \^'orld, or Lupara ; and, from being divided, as is reprefented in this work,
amung three kings, uiuft ncceffarily be populous and fertile. The ifland is probably alluvional, as well

from its pofiiion at the mouth of the river, as from the number of date trees upon it; the palm delighting

in a hot low country. Ekg. Tkans.
as
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as they pafled, and gave new venom, by their inutility towards retarding the progrefs

of the Portuguefe, to th? rage of Mcer AH Uey. When within gun-fliot, each

vcflel poured a well-direfted broadfide on the tort, the confequence of which

was the death of the governor, under whom Meer Ali Bey acted as lieutenant-general.

The death of this perfonage occafioned a general panic ; and Ali Bey was one of the

firfl to abandon the fort and feek refuge in the town. The Portuguefe, taking advan-

tage of the confufion, immediately attacked the fort ; and fix fidalgoes, on this

occafion, gave fignal proofs of valour in feizing the ftandards of the Turks and fub-

flituting the Portuguefe flag. Not content with the capture of the fort, perceiving that

two galleys of the Tuiks had moved for protedion under the batteries from the town,

Matteo Mandes engaged them with fuch impetuofity and fuccefs, that he fpeedily cap-

tured both. This viftory, obtained with little trouble or elFufion of blood, was highly

advantageous, the prizes taken being loaded with merchandize and money. After putting

in chains the Turks who were found on board, Mandes purfued the two other galleys,

und the other veffel, of greater bulk and higher out of the water than the reft : thefe

furrendered without a conteft, and the crews were made flaves.

After thefe two exploits, in which the Portuguefe dcftroyed a hundred Turks, made
eighty prifoners, and releafed from flavery all the Chriftians they found, the commander
of the expedition ordered Don Francis Mafcarenhas to remove the cannon from the

fort and bring it on board, which, with much difficulty, was effecled.

The Portuguefe, who, from being too humane, had been fo frequently deceived by

thefe barbarians, refolved on plundering the town of Mombaza ; but the king, affared

of the war terminating to his prejudice, fent a deputation to the commander entreating

peace in the name of himfelf and people. The anfwer of the commander was favour-

able ; fatisfied of its being advantageous to the fovereign whom he ferved, rather

to obtain fecurity and eftablifh his rights by the fubmiflion of a rebel, than to purchafe

obedience by the effufion of blood, he granted the requeft of the king and people,

ftipulating as conditions, that he fliould in twenty-four hours deliver up all the Turks

in the place, without which he would execute the orders of the king his mafter, and

his own refolves.

This anfwer gratified the king of Mombaza, as it allowed him an entire day to

determine on what mcafures he fhould take, hi the interval he withdrew from tiie

town, which was abandoned by every individual, and fecretly retired with Meer Ali

Bey to the woods ; fo that the Portuguefe, receiving no anfwer by the time ftipulatcd,

and knowing nothing of their retreat, difembarked five hundred men, who, under the

ftandard of the Crucifix and the Arms of Portugal, marched towards Mombaza, of

which they made themfelves raafters, finding no one to oppofe them. The town,

after being given up to plunder, was fct on fire and reduced to aflies.

CHAP. V. — Mccr Ali Bey made Prifoncr.

WHILE the Portuguefe were engaged with the Turks, certain Zimbas on the other

fide of the army bL-holding with pleafure the fuccefs of the Portuguefe, fent deputies

to the general to plan mcafures for their ading in concert with him, either by a

diverfion or a union of forces with the army of Portugal, with the fovereign anil

fubjeds of which they wifhed to form a treaty of alliance. The propofal was readily

embraced, and the meafures planned were as fuccefsfully profecuted ; for the Zimbas

hunted the troops of Mombaza from their coverts in the foreft, while the Portuguefe

VOL. XVI. 5 B occupied
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occupied the plain : tlie Moors made a flout refiftance in certain defiles, in which ther

had entrenched themfelves ; but the Zimbas, who fought occafion 4o fignalize them-

lelves, were rendered by refdtauce the more refolute and fanguinai-y, and ultimately

drove them from the foreft into the open country, where they were either cut in

pieces or made flaves.

Meer Ali Bey in delpair threw himfeif into the fea, with a view of drowning him-
felf, being unwilling to furvive his defeat ; but affiftance given in time preferved him
from a delperate end, for a lot he regarded with lefs pleafure than even death itfelf : the

Portuguefe made him prifoner, and carried him on board their veflel. The captAin of

the galleys of this prince, a Carife, and a fon and brother of the king of Quilife, who
were with the king of Mombaza, fiiared the fame fate. One of thefe was ranfomed,

but the other was beheaded for having taken part with the Turks againfl the Portu-

guefe. Thefe did not ufe reprifals towards Meer Ali Bey, by whom Roch de Britto

was fo ill ufed when enflaved.

This general, whofe temper of mind was fuch as enabled him to accommodate
himfeif eafily to circumftances, faluted the commander of the fquadron with great

humility on going on board, and obferved to him at the fame time, in an open and

frank manner, that as the accidents of fortune could neither add to nor diminifh from

his natural qualifications and worth, he regarded the cafualty which had befallen him,

as one of thofe common occurrences of war which place the vidor in the place of

the vanquifhed ; and as this was not the firfl: time he had been obliged to fubmit to a

conqueror, having once before been carried a prifoner into Spain, he had fome con-

folation in having fallen rather into the hands of the Portuguefe than the Zimbas,

whole brutality was extreme.

The general gave him to underfland that the treatment he lliould receive, would not

be regulated by that he had flicwn to Roch de Britto ; but on the contrary, that he

Ihould have no room to complain of his country, much lefs of himfeif, or any of his

people.

This viflory was followed by the news brought by the veffels before Mombaza,
of that obtained by Thomas Coutinho over the Turks. So that the Portuguefe, anxious

to depart, fent Matteo Mandes de Vafconcellos to reinftate the king of Pemba in his

dominions, the fame who had proceeded in the fleet with them from Melinda. The
Portuguefe by this (hewed, that if they dethroned thofe kings who dared to become
their enemies, they knew how to protect and re-eilablifli fuch as ceafed to be fo.

After the re-ellabli(hment of this prince, the Portuguefe left the coaft of Pemba
for that of Melinda, where they received thofe congratulations which are due to fuch

as by their courage or condud render themfelves refpedable : what however moft

furprized the inhabitants of Melinda was, to find among the flaves captured by the

Portuguefe the general of the Turks himi'elf : this circumftance gave origin to a faying

vhich has ever fince that time been current, that, " Os Portugaifes naij fe tome
" nimguem, porque tarde o cedo Iho hao da pagar*."

Meer Ali Bey being about to go on board the commodore's galley, he was Informed

that he would there meet with the king of Melinda, and that, as it was his misfortune

to le fubjcd to a foreign yoke, it would be fit he fliould fink fomewhat of his natural

pride cu approaching a prince, before whom fubmiflivenefs would be molt becoming.

'Phis general, no lels fenfibie than brave, made anfwer, that the misfortune of being

overcome was not with him a fubjed of defpair ; and that having at all times fhewn

• The Portuguefe take nothing from any one but what foon or late they pay again.

5 the
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the greatefl: refpecl: to crowned heads, he certainly fliould not fail in reverence towards

the king of Melinda, to whom it was due, not only on account of his dignity, but for

his perfonal merits, his valour, and the friendfliip by which he was united to the

king of Portugal. Sentiments like thefe, which proceed from thofe noble minds alone

that are unmoved by the events of war, the accidents of human life, made Ali Bey be

regarded in fo refpectable a light among the Portuguefe, that many even envied his

fate. Thus had this general the confolation, when in chains, to fill his enemies with

equal awe as when arrayed in arms in the field.

CHAP. VI.— The Portuguefe arrive at Lamo ; feize the Per/on of the King of that

Town, and publicly behead him, c

Till', arrival of the Portuguefe before Lamo, where they anchored, greatly embarrafled

the fovereign, who regarded their prefence as a reproach for his treachery towards

their nation. Apprehenfive of evil confequences, a council was held j in this it was

determined, that a complimentary deputation fhould be fent to the Portuguefe oa
occafion of their arrival in port, the minilters hoping that a mild demeanour would

palfy their arms, and deaden their defire of vengeance. The king, to pay a higher

compliment, rcfolved on being himfelf the mefl'enger. Advifed of the intended

honour, the general received the king with all the refped and confideration due to his

rank, as well on his own part as on that of his men, who were fo inftruQed : but

when he fliould be inclined to depart, the men were inftrudted to follow his example

in oppofmg the departure of the king, or that ol thofe with him.

The orders of the commander were exaftly obeyed. The Portuguefe now held

a council, in which the treachery exercifed by the king of Lamo towards Roch de

Britto wa.s again canvafled ; and it was at length concluded, that the better to eltablilh

the authority of their country, it would be wrong to fpare the blood of an inimical

and perfidious king.

The prince, who flattered himfelf that his frank demeanour would caufe the Portu-

guefe to forget their refentment, was much furprifed, when, on preparing to leave the

galley, he received a treatment fu oppofiie to that fliewn him on his arrival ; but the

order for his arrefl: was fo fecretly given, and fo well executed, that in a few days they

fentenced him to death, as the heaviell punifliment that could be inflided on him, and

one that would ftrike terror into the minds of other monarchs, and make them

cautious of incurring the anger of the Portuguefe by any fimilar treafon. At the fame

time to render this adlion as remarkable to future ages, as it had in any that had

preceded this been uncommon, an ordonnance was publifhed by which all the lords fub-

jed to Portugal and all theotlicers of the army were fummoned to be prefent on occa-

fion of the execution, under penalty in cafe of defection of being declared rebels. This

injundion was ilTued by the Portuguefe lefs for the purpofe of rendering honour to the

condemned monarch, than that his death might be looked upon as an example : in

the ordonnance the time and place where the fcaflbld would be erc£led were particu-

larized. This the general furrounded with two hundred armed men, and all the

avenues to the place were lined with guan's, Icll the Moors fhould attempt ti reftue

their king, and releafe him from punifliment.

All things now being ready, the fentence of the king and hi'^ chief accomplices was

lead aloud, to whoni alfo at the place of execution theJi; coildcnmation was repcaico,

it was couched as follows :

,532 " Sentence
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" Sentence pronounced in the name of Don Emanuel the very mighty and formidable
" prince, lord, and king of Portugal, by Thomas de Souza Coutinho, general of the

" army of the laid Don Emanuel, by and with the advice of a council of nobles and
" officers, who wiih one common voice have condemned the king of Eamo to have
" his head fevered from his body, and all his property and dominions confifcated to tl e

" profit of the Crown of Portugal. We confirm this fentence, firft : becaufe the

" king is an ufurper, without any juft pretence to the kingdom of Lamo ; and
*• fecondly : becaufe of his violation of the rights of nations, and therein being guilty of

" treafon, inafmuch as he delivered up Britto and forty of his foldiers into the hands
" of the Turks. Moreover, we declare that if any of the kings of this coafl: fhall pre- ,

" fume to carry oil' the body of the king of Lamo after his execution, they fliall he
" looked upon as rebels, and puniflied as fuch by the lofs of their thrones : and we will

" that this fentence become public, as well as the death of the treacherous prince againd
** whom it is pronounced, that all poflerity knowing his perfidy may at the fame time fee

" thejuftice of the mighty king of Portugal by whom this fentence is pronounced."

After the laft reading of the fentence, the condemned monarch was feated in a chair on

the fcaffold covered with carpeting, and in this pofition his head was cut off, as at the

fame time were ihofe of the brother of the Ouilife, one of his adherents, and of the

two amballadors who had been fent by the king to Meer Ali Bey. Thefe laft perfons

were all of them beheaded at the foot of the fcaffold, but the king alone fuffered on the

icaflbld.

The Moors, however averfe, were conftrained to be witneffes of the execution of

their king and his friends, for they had neither means nor courage to attempt their re-

leafe. I'heir entreaties were found vain, and even prefents and offers to ranfom them

ineffectual ; for the Portuguefe with reafon imagined that the advantage they (hould ul-

timately derive from fuch an example would render them more formidable than a more

humane procedure could do.

If this expedition coft fome their lives, it coft others confiderable fums of money ;

for the kings who had opened their treafuries to the Turks were each of them taxed four

thoufand crowns towards the expenfes of the war.

The vengeance of the Portuguefe extended even to one of the principal baftions of the

port of Lamo ; this was demolifhed on account of the refiftance at this part having been

lefs than in other parts of the fortifications of the town.

The prince of Sio, among the number of thofe who had failed of obeying the Por-

tuguefe commander on his fummons to repair to Lamo, as well as the prince of Pata, was

condemned to have his capital difmantled, and to pay a fine of three thoufand crowns.

After the Portuguefe had punifhed all the defaulters among the princes, they propofed

to f;\il for the idand of Mandra, to take in water. Now this ifland is difficult of accefs,

and this circumftance had rendered its inhabitants fo infoient, that they held out againfl

the whole Portuguefe force, and refufed payment of the cultomary tribute. The Moors,

trufting that the Portuguefe were acquainted with the danger of this port, the entrance

of which can only be attempted at moft imminent riik, denied them water, and oppofed

the landing of the foldiers who were coming on fhore to provide themfelves with articles

of the laft neceffity ; telling them in a mocking ftrain, that they would not admit any

thing foreign among them, and that, had they power to oppofe the common law of

nature and prevent the obtrufion of the fun's rays, even thefe fhould not be fuffered'

to penetrate into their houfes.

The Portuguefe, not deterred by fuch a filly gafconade, made them quickly fee that,

if they were unable to refift the introdudion of the beams of the great luminary of day,

3 ^^^^y
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they were equally powerlefs to refifl: acknowledging the might of Portugal ; and making
for the ifland with repeated filvos of artillery, they ran the rifk of the bar at the mouth,
and reefs round the port, and filled thefe people fo thoroughly with dread and aftonifli-

ment, that, forgetful of their firfl refolves on defence, they abandoned their town and
property to the Portuguefe, who after pillaging it fet it on fire, and deftroyed more
than two thoufand palm-trees, which formed as well the ornament as the chief wealth of
the ifland.

After the deflru£lion of Mandra, the general refolved on returning to Goa, a voyage
which he eftefted in feven days. At the port of the ifland he met with Don Emanuel
de Souza, who awaited him with impatience to efcort him in convoying the four galleys

he had taken.

Thefe two generals, whofc flricl: union and friendfliip for each other, neither diftance

nor their different duties had power to diminifli, were delighted on feeing each other,
and lavifli of their endearments and felicitations on the reciprocal fuccefles which had
attended their arms.

The governor of Goa, who had always looked upon the defeat and capture of Meer
All Bey as an objecl of main importance to the crown of Portugal, attributed the whole
glory of this attion to Thomas de Souza Coutinho, and was anxious to fee the Turkifli

commander vvho had given him fuch trouble. On the prefentation of Meer Ali Bey to

the governor, he would have thrown himfelf at his feet ; but the Portuguefe general rofe

to receive him, and prevented fuch an humiliation, inquiring if any thing was wanting ia

the treatment he received to render his captivity more comfortable. Meer Ali Bey, who
poffeffed a fund offcnfe, made a fuitable reply in a noble and yet fubmiffive manner,
expreffive of his fatisfadion at having to do with conquerors fo humane as were the

Portuguefe. It is true, anfwered Souza de Coutinho, war expofes us all to fuch
misfortunes, and the mofl experienced officers have oftentimes to endure the uncivil

humours of an arrogant conqueror : 1 fpeak on this fubjcct from experience of ufages

which I myfelf fuftained while a flave in Malabar, the bare remembrance of which
is painful. I was not only loaded with irons, but was fubjeft to every fpecies of
indignity : flill heaven, the proteftor of the warrior, at length withdrew me from
his hands, and the munificence of my fovereign has placed me in a poft fuffici-

ently honourable to make me forget my misfortunes.

This little hidory of vicillitudes happily terminated, Meer Ali Bey did not need, to

fupport him under adverfity ; at the fame time, it gave him room to hope that he
might experience as happy a deliverance from captivity as others had done before. But
the I'ortuguefe commander, embarking for Lilbon, carried Ali Bey with him : fcarcely

however had this Turkilh general landed in that city, before he renounced the errors of
the Mahomeddan religion, to embrace the faith of the crucified Jefus, and thus obtained

with liberty the means of falvation.

CilAP. VII.

—

0/ an inhabitant of the kingdom of Bengal, who lived three hundred and
eighty years at the Intcrcejfxon of Saint Francis d'Ajftfe.

• EVEN were I not bound by that obligation which every faithful tranflator fliould

regard, of copying with exaditude his original, I frankly confefs, I Hiould yet have
chofen for the conclufion of my work, the relation of this miracle, effeded by Saint

• Here Father Cliarpy fpeaks.—The French Translator.

Francis
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Francis d'Aflife ; and doubtlefs my author, whofe object in this pul^lication was to

give a diiplay to all Europe, of the valour and piety of the Portuguefc, conceived

that in no better manner he could terminate his book, than with the account of this

miracle, operated by the Almighty, through this Saint, in the inftance of an inhabitant

of the kingdom of Bengal.

Don Alfonzo de Caftro, viceroy of India, "anxious to know the truth of the accounts

he had heard of the extraordinarily prolonged life of the individual in queflion, him-

felf caufed diligent inquiry to be made, and entreated the bilhop of Cochin, on his

part, to fecond him by other refearches. This prelate accordingly made minute inqui-

fition into the merits of the tale by means of his officers, and foimd its truth perfeftly

confirmed.

This man lived three hundred and eighty years ; hatl been fubjeft to nineteen fuc-

ceffive fovereigns ; had been married eight times ; and after the death of his laft wife

had during forty-fix years been a widower : at the end of this term on taking a ninth

wife, the young woman bore him children, as alfo had done each of his preceding

wives. This natural prodigy, extraordinary as it may appear in an age remote from

that of the patriarchs, is rendered ftill mere fo from the circumftance of this man,
throughout his long life, never having been fubjed to any malady fufficiently ferious

to require bleeding; from his never having been liable to the tooth ache, nor to

pain onfhedding his teeth, or on their growing again, though this had thrice happened :

moreover, it is affirmed that his complexion was as ruddy as that of a man but forty

years old, and that no wrinkles denoted his extreme age.

Nature had not only laboured to preferve a vii^orous conftitution in this wonderful

man, ffie had equally exerted herftlf in the prefervation of his intellectual faculties,

his reafon, and memory ; he readily anfvvered whatever was queflioned, and the mofl

remote things, things which from lapfe of time are loft on marble and brafs, lived in

his remembrance as faithfully as they are traced on the page of the hillorian.

Thofe anxious to unravel the caufe of a miracle fo unprecedented in latter ages, were

vei'y much divided in opinion : fome attributed it to the climate, fome to a fingular

effort of nature ; but if the good man himfclf had not developed the myltery, no one

would have imagined it a pure effe£t of grace. He related that on a certain day,

while tending his fljck on the banks of the Gange«, a traveller prefented himfelf be-

fore him, apparently weary with the tcdioufnefs ot the way, and his ftrength exhaufted

by the lofs of blood he had experienced from wounds in his fides, hands, and feet.

Thofe who had thus treated him, had moreover llripped him of his garments and

covered him merely with an old grey drefs, fattened round him by means of a cord.

The condition of the poor man affeded him fo llrongly that, on his entreaty to carry

him over the river, he took him on his flioulders, and rendered him this trivial fervice

;

in return he received from him certain grains, which he enjoined him to preferve,

and promifed him length of years.

But while addreffing the ftranger for the purpofe of learning the manner in which he

was to employ the grains lb as to try their efficacy, the traveller fuddenly va-

niffied. The aftoniihment occafioned by his difappearing thus, ftamped to lively a

recollection on the mind of the peafant, of the appearance of this man, whom he never

after faw, that on entering one day a church in Bengal he recognized in a picture

of Saint Francis d'Affife, which was fufpended over the altar, the very individual whom
he had feenon the banks of the Gartges; and, uttering a Inud exclamadon—" There,"

faid he, " is the man u ho promifed me length of years !" Now, that this procraftinated

life was owing to the interceffion of this faint, is rendered highly probable, as well from

his
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his prefervln^ till his death the fame appearance, the fame health, and vigour, as he

enjoyed at the inilant the faint vanifhed from his fight, as from the refult of the in-

quiries of the bifhop and governor of the place. This relation is lilcevvife further au-

thenticated by Nunha de Cunha, viceroy of this country at the time the fortifications

of Dio were enlarged in 1529.
I have read in the works of Peter de Natalibus, that Saint Severus lived the fpace of

three hundred and feventy-three years, being elefted billiop of Tongres when two hun-
dred and ninety-feven years of age, and filling four biflioprics during a fuccefiion of
feventy-fix years. Cardinal Baronius mentions the circumftance as an extraordinary

exercife of grace. Nicolas de Cemit moreover teflifies, that a man among the Bramins
was known to have lived three centuries.

Were Chrifiians to folicit fimilar length of days, it ought to be only to have leifure

for repentance ; as, however, God grants fuch long life only that man may the better

prepare for the happinefs of eternal life, let us fo fpend the fliorter allotment afforded

us, that we may hope to meet in heaven with that ultimate reward which is the end.

of our toils, and the limit of all our hope. ,
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DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLAND.

' I ^HE ifland of Madagafcar has excited the avaricious defires of the Europeans, ever
-*- fince it had the misfortune to be tolerably known. Its extent, together with the

richnefs of its foil and produ(Elions, feemed to offer to the people who fhould make
a conqueft of it, commercial advantages which they would not, certainly, have fuf-

fered themfelves to negleft. Luckily however, the unwholefomenefs of the climate

has hitherto faved it from the yoke of thofe civilized nations, who affume the bar-

barous and unjuft right of fubjefting to their authority thofe tribes whom they call

favages, merely becaufe they are unacquainted with the manners and cufloms of

Europe.

There is not one of thefe civilized nations that can boafl: of having facrificed even

a few of the moft trifling interefts of commerce, to the facred principles of the law of

nature. All of them have been unjufl: and barbarous : all of them have carried the

fword, fire, and difeafe into every place to which they were attrafted by the hopes of

gain. Ought they to forget that the foil upon which thefe favages live belongs to

them, as much as that upon which wc live belongs to us ?

The Europeans would have acquired more folid and lafting advantages, had they

endeavoured to introduce induflrv and the arts into thofe countries which are deftitute

of them. Thefe prefents would not have been unproductive ; and commerce would
have foon experienced how much preferable that mild and humane method is, to the

unjufl: and cruel means which fhey employed to fubdue the unfortunate inhabitants of

all thofe countries which held forth to them any new objeds of wealth.

The illand of Madagafcar was difcovered in 1506, by Lawrence Almeyda ; but the

Pcrfians and Arabs knew it from time immemorial, under the name of Sarandib.

Alphonfo Albuquerque commiflioned Ruy Pereira dy Conthintho to explore the

interior part of it, and ordered Trifl:an d'Acunha to fail round it, and mark the bear-

ings of its principal capes and head lands.

This ifland is divided into twenty-eight provinces, which are, Aneffy, Manapani, the

valley of Ambou/e, Vobiizan, Wattc-Manahorc, Tcondrc, Etotnampo, Adchimoujj, Ere7ig-

drancs, Vohitz-Anghombcs, Manacarongha, Mantatunc, Antaveres, Ghalembotile, Tama-
iave, Sahaveb, Voulou-Voulou, Andafoutchy, Manghabey, Adcirnouichy, Mandrarey,
Ampatre^ Caremboule, Mahafalley, Houlotivey, Sivah, ITvandrhou, and Machicores.

• London 1792, 8vo.

When
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\VTien the Portuguefe difcovered Madagafcar, they wiflied to give it the name of
the ifland of St. Lawrence. In the reign of Henry IV. the French named it Ik Dau-
phins : but though its real name is Madecajfe, it is generally known under that of
Madagafcar.

This large ifland, according to feveral learned geographers, is the Cerne of Pliny and
the M'tnuthiafde of Ptolemy.

It extends almofl N. N. E. and S. S. W. and lies between the twelfth and twenty-fixth

degrees of fouthern latitude.

We may reckon that the fuperficies of this iOand, fo celebrated for the fertility of its

foil, and the variety of its produdlions, contains two hundred millions of acres of ex-

cellent land. It is watered on all fides by ftreams and large rivers ; and above all by
a great number of fmall rivulets, which have their fources at the bottom of that long

chain of mountains which feparates the eaftern from the weftem coaft. The two highelt

mountains in the ifland are Vigagora in the north, and Botiftmene in the fouth.

Thefe mountains contain in their bowels abundance of foflils and valuable minerals.

The traveller who, in the purfuit of knowledge, traverfes for the firft time wild and
mountainous countries, interfered by ridges and valleys, where nature, abandoned to

its own fertility, prefcnts the moft fingular and varied produQions, cannot help being

often flruck with terror and furprife on viewing thofe awful precipices, the fummits of

which are covered with trees, as ancient, perhaps, as the world. His aftonifliment is

increafed when he hears the noife of immenfe cafcades, which are fo inacceffible that it

is impofliblc for him to approach them. But thefe fcenes, truly pifturefque, are always

fucceeded by rural views, delightful hills, and plains where vegetation is never inter-

rupted by the feverity and viciflltude of the feafons. The eye with pleafure beholds

thofe extenfive favannas which afford nourifliment to numerous herds of cattle, and
flocks of flieep. Fields of rice and potatoes prefent, alfo, a new and highly interefl.ing

fpedacle. One fees agriculture flourifliing, while nature alone defrays almoil all the

expences : the fortunate inhabitants of Madagafcar never moiflen the earth with their

fweat ; they turn it up flightly with a pick-axe ; and this labour alone is fufiicient.

They make fmall holes in the ground at a little diftance from each other, and throvr

into them a few grains of rice, over which they fpread a little mould with their feet.

What proves the great fertility of the foil is, that a field fown in this manner produces

an hundred fold.

The forefts contain a prodigious variety of mcfl; beautiful trees, fuch as palms of

every kind, ebony, wood for dying, bamboos of an enormous fize, and orange and
lemon trees.

Timber fit for marts, and for conflrufling fliips, is no lefs common than that em.
ployed by carpenters and cabinet-makei's. Flacourt fays, that he fent to I'Vance, in

1650, fifty-two thoufand weight of aloe wood of an excellent quality. Phyliciaiis call

this wood agallcchum, and the Portuguefe eaglewood.

Thefe numerous trees and flirubs are furroundcd by a multitude of parafite plants

and vines. In thefe forells may be iound agaric and muflirooms, the colours of which

are lively and agreeable, and v.liich have an exquifite favour. The Maicgaches call

them holat, and know very well how to difliinguiih thole which are not prtjudicial to

the health. Uieful gums and rcfins are alfu colledted here ; the milky juice which the

iilanders draw from trees, called in their language Jlnguicrt* , produces, when it

coagulates, that fingular fubflancc known to naiuralilts by the niuie of eiaflic gum.

• latropkulcifiUa. LiNS, T.
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The elaftlclty of this refinous gum has been lately employed in various arts; furgery

has even derived fome benefit from it, as it ferves to make excellent bandages ; but it

is evident, that this x'aluable lubllance may be ufeJ with advantage for many other

purpofes.

AH the forefts of Madagafcar abound with phmfs unknown to botanifts', fome of

which arc aromatic and medicinal, and others fit for dying.

Flax, a kind of hemp, which, in length and ftrength, furpalTes that of Europe, the

fugar-cane, wax, different kinds of honey, tobacco, indigo, black pepper, gum lac,

amber, ambergreafe, feveral filky and cottony lubRances, would long ago have been

obje£ls of commerce, which Madagafcar might have ,furni(hed in profufion, had the

Europeans, fince they frequented the ifland, endeavoured to ditfufe among the iflanders

that knowledge which is neceifary for preparing and rendciing valuable the articles

above mentioned. The moft indefatigable botanift, in the courfe of a long life, would
fcarcely make himfelf even flightly acquainted with the natural hiftory of all the vege-

table productions that grow in this ifland, the extent of wliich, in latitude, compre-

hends feveral climates.

Every refearch, which tends to give us a knowledge of the produ£tions of Mada-
gafcar, will be no lefs ufeful to commerce than to the improvement of arts and ma-
nufaftures.

There are, doubtlefs, few countries in the world where navigators can find, in greater

abundance, and at lefs expence, refrelhments of every kind.

It was in the great bay of Antongil, that M. Mahe de la Bourdonnais, with as

much Ikill as expedition, found means to repair the loffes and misfortunes which
his fquadron had fuftained ; without the refources which he procured here, that

able feaman would have, perhaps, not been in a condition to put to fea j and might,

confequently, have failed of that great fuccefs in India which has given a luftre to

his memory.
The long flay which M. de la Bourdonnais made in the bay of Antongil, to repair

his fhattered veflels, filled him with regret during his whole life, that he had not ac-

quired more knowledge of the produflions of Madagafear while he was governor of the

ifles of France and Bourbon. This celebrated man was fully fenfible of the utility

of which that large ifland might be to the colony over which he had prefided.

Timber for building houfes and confl;ru6ling fliips, pitch and tar, whale oil, falt-fifli

of all kinds, indigo, tobacco, manufaSured hemp and flax, with cotton and different

kinds of filk, appeared to him very important objects of commerce. He admired with

what dexterity the women of Madagafcar weave thofe beautiful pieces of fluff", which
ferve them for clothing ; fonie of them are made of the filaments of the leaves of a
plant called raven, others more highly valued by the natives, but in lefs requeit among
the Europeans, are manufadured of cotton and filk.

M. de la Bourdonnais was no lefs ftruck on feeing the induflry with which thefe

people forge and melt iron and other metals ; but he fet more value on their manner
of twifting fmall cables, which are employed in fifliing for whales, and in mooring
their piroguas.

He hoped that the natural ingenuity of thefc iflanders, and their tafle for the me-
chanical arts, would render it a matter of little difllcuhy to introduce into Madagafcar
feverahtranches of commerce, ufeful both to Europe and the French colonies in the

ifles of Bourbon and France. lie propofed therefore to engage the directors of the

Eaft India Company to ereft there manufadories of fail-cloth, forges, founderies and

fope-walks. The population of Madagafcar is fufficiently extenfive to give us reafon

to
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to expetft fuccefs fi-om fiich eflablifiiments : befides, in that country, labour and raw

materials are exceedingly cheap.

No dread was to be apprehended that M. de la Bourdonnais would le;id the diredlors

of the company into great expence for v.arehoufcs and buildings. On the contrary, he

wiihcd they might have the prudence to imitate the fimplicity and economy obft-rvcd

by the Melegaches, in the conftruclion of their houfes. Nothing, indeed, would be

more ruinous than to raife in this wild country edifices like thofe ufed by us for carry-

ing on manufactories of that kind. It is too common in Europe to fee ufeful eftablilh-

ments languifli, and, fometimes, even occafion bankruptcy to thofe who fet them on

toot, becaufe they have been fo imprudent as; to launch out into an extravagance of

building, which is almofl; always of no utility to the principal objed of their plan.

The induftry of thefe people cannot, certainly, in any manner, be compared to that

of the Europeans. It is impofiible to calculate exadly the immenfe lofs of lime which

is occafioned to them, by the coarfenefs of their tools, and the imperfeftion of their

arts. The favage does not know, as we do, the advantages of dividing labour, which

procures to each individual the greatefl poflible degree of dexterity, and, befides, faves

time, which artifans always lole in leaving one kind of work to undertake another.

When one, however, has been a witncfs to the laborious care of the favagcs, and to

the patience which they employ in order to lucceed in the moil common arts, one can-

not help honouring them with that grateful applaufe which is due to thofe, who, among
us, exert themfelves in bringing nianufafl:urcs and the arts to perfedion. Nothing is

neceflary but fome new inventions to change the induftry of a gre?. nation. The in-

vention of the ftocking-loom, and the more recent difcovery of fpinning cotton by

machinery, have operated a great revolution in thefe two branches of manufacture.

Neither k'nitiing nor fpinning by the hand can ever in future come in competition with

vork executed by machines.

The natives ot Maciagafcar are called Malcgacbes or Madecaffcs. They are portly in

their perfons, and rife above the middle ftature. The colour of their ikin is dilFercnt j

among one tribe it is of a deep black, and among another tawny ; fome have a copper-

coloured tint ; but the colour of the greater part is olive.

All thofe who are black have woolly hair, like the negroes on the coaft of Africa.

Thofe who are of a complexion fmiilar to that of the Indians, and Mulaitoes, have

as lank hair as the Europeans. Their nofe is not flat; they have a bioad open ioie-

head ; their lips are thin ; and their features are regular and agreeable. Theic people

generally difplay in their countenance a peculiar character of franknefs and good-na-

ture. '1 hey never Ihew any defirc of learning but things which relate to the fimpleft

wants of uuuikind ; and this defire is always extremely moderate : they arc very in-

diilerent refpecting knowledge which cannot be obtain* d without refledion. A natural

want of care, and a general apathy renders every thing inl'upportable to them that re-

quires attention. Sober, light and adive, they fptnd the greater part ot their lives in

fleeping, and in amuhng themfelves.

The Malegache, like the fiwagi^ is deftitutc both of virtue and vice. To him the

prefent is every thing ; he is fufceptible of no kind of forefight ; and he does not evtn

conceive that there are men on the earth who give thcnifcives uneafinels rel'ptc'ting

futurity.

ihe Malegache, as well as the favage, is abfolute mailer of himfelf; his freedom

is confined by no check or reflraint; he goes wherever he thinks proper, acls as lie

choolrs, ;ind does what he pLafcs, except what may hurt a fcllow-c:caturc. It vi^wi

entered the mind of a Malegache to attempt to domineer over the thouj^his or aClious

5 c 2 of
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of any one ; each individual has his own peculiar manner of living ; and his neigh-

bour neTer difturbs him, nor even thinks of attempting it. In this refped thefe

iflanders are much wifer than the Europeans, who have the cruel madnefs to wifh that

all the people of the earth would conform to their cuftoms, opinions, and even

prejudices.

Are favages then fo much to be pitied ? Do we find many of them difcontented with

their condition ? Does it become us to defpife the ftate of nature ? Are we not fur-

rounded by men, who, tired of exiflence, deteft it, and feek to deprive themfelves

ofu?
The favage confines his wants and defires to the procuring of what is abfolutely

neceffary for his fubfiftence. He enjoys in peace the gifts of nature, and endures with

filence thofe evils which are infeparable from humanity.

The conduft of man in a flate of civilization is not fo reafonable. Idlenefs and
opulence hurry him on to thofe vain and falfe enjoyments which, in the end, bring

upon him new infirmities ; while unreflrained paflions, and a tafte for the moft frivo-

lous things, make him continually deviate from the path that leads to happinefs. He
who feeks it never finds it. Happinefs exills, and can exift only in ourfelves, and in

the good ufe which we make of our reafon.

Were the favages as unhappy as we fuppofe, becaufe they are not acquainted with

or defpife all thofe fuperfluitics upon which we fet fo much value, why do they re-

fufe to adopt our manners, our cuftoms, and our laws ?

" Vander Stel, governor of the Cape of Good Hope, having procured a Hottentot
'* child, caufed him to be educated according to the manners and cuftoms of Eu-
*' rope. Fine clofhes were given to him ; he was taught feveral languages ; and his

*' progrefs fully correfponded with the care taken of his education. Vander Stel,

" entertaining great hopes of his talents, fent him to India under the protedion of a
*' commiflary general, who employed him with advantage in the company's affairs.

** After the death of the commiflary, this Hottentot returned to the Cape. A fevr

" days after, while on a vifit to fome Hottentots, his relations, he formed a refolu-

" tion of pulling off his European drefs, in order to clothe himfelf with a flieep's

*' fkin. He then repaired to Vander Stel, in this new attire, carrying a bundle con-
•' taining his old clothes, and, prefenting them to the governor, addreflcd him as

" follows : ' Be fo kind, fir, as to obferve, that I for ever renounce thefe clothes j I

*' am'determined to live and to die in the religion, manners, and cuftoms of my ancef-

*' tors. The only favour I have to beg of you is, that you will fuft'er me to keep the

" necklace and cutlafs which I now wear.'—Having delivered this fpcech, he imme-
" diately betook himfelf to flight, without waiting for the governor's anfwer, and was
" never afterwards fcen at tne Cape*."

Such examples are not uncommon : I could mention feveral of the fame kind among
the Madecaflcs.

The inhabitants of Madagafcar are divided into a great number of tribes. It is

fuppofed that the population of this ifland may amount to four millions. This evalua-

tion, however, is by far too great ; and it is impoflible to afcertain the truth on this

point, in the prcfent ftate of the ifland, which is divided into a great number of fo-

cieties, all diftind one from the other : each fociety inhabits that canton which it finds

moft convenient, and governs itfelf according to its own ufages. A tribe is com-

pofed of feveral villages^ who have all a particular chief. This chief is fometimes

* Bijoire dtt Voyaget, torn. t.

eleded^
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cle£led, but for the mofl: part fucceeds by hereditary right. The lands are not divided
'

they belong to thofc who take the trouble to till them. Thefe iflanders are not ac-

quainted either with locks or bolts, and live in a very frugal manner. Hunger regulates

their hours of repafl. It is, however, common to fee them dine at ten in the morn-
ing, and fup at four in the afternoon. Their food confifts of very white rice, ex-

ceedingly light, and well boiled, which they befprinkle with a fucculent kind of foup,

made from fifli or flefli, and feafoned with pimento, ginger, faffron, and a few aromatic

herbs. This fimple difli is ferved up in the leaves of the raven, which are ufed for

plates, diflies, and fpcons. Thefe veflels are always clean, and are renewed at each

repafl:.

The Malegaches have two methods only of preparing their food. They either boil

it In earthen veffels of an excellent quality, which they manufafture with great inge-

nuity, and which they call panelks, or they broil it upon the coals.

Tiiey catch with much dexterity a great number of birds unknown In Europe, which
are as much fought after by naturalifls, on account of the beauty of their plumage, as

they are eflieemed by travellers, on account of their exqulfue tafl;e.

The pheafant, the partridge, the quail, the pintado or guinea fowl, the wild duck,
teals of five or fix different kinds, the black paroquet, the fpoon-bill, the turtle dove,
the black-bird, the green wood-pigeon, pigeons and paroquets of various colours, to-

gether with a kind of bat of a monflirous fize, afford excellent and delicate nourifhment

to the Europeans. It was not without a confiderable degree of reludance, that I firfl

ate the bats of Madagafcar, dreffed after the manner of a fricafeed chicken. Thefe
animals are fo hideous, that the very fight of them frightens our failors

; yet when one
can overcome that difgufl; which Is Infpired only by the Idea of their figure, their flefli

is found to be much more palatable than that of our befl: fowls.

The Malegaches catch Immenfe quantities both of fea and frefh-water fiflj.

The dorado, breams of different kinds, foles, pilchards, much larger but not fo

good or fo fat as ours, herrings, mackarel, oy Iters, mufcles, crabs, and turtle, fur-

nlfh food In abundance to the Iflanders who live on the borders of the fea. The rivers

alfo fupply them with very fine eels, and frefli water mullets, in tafl:e and excellence

preferable to fea mullets. On thefe coafts there are a great many kinds of fifh, which
one muft not eat without trying whether they are polfonous, by putting a piece of filver

under their tongue. If the piece of filver iofes Its colour, and becomes black, ihofc

who (hould cat them would experience the mofl fatal fymptoms, and be expofed to

great danger. Several of the people belonging to admiral Bofcawen's fquadron loft

their lives at Rodriguez, by not taking this ufeful precaution.

The French have frequented only the eaflern coalt of Madagafcar. The province of
Carnafll, in which Fort Dauphinc fl:ands. Is well known to them, and alfo a part of

thofe where Foulepointe, the bay of Antongll, and the Ifland of Nolfi llybrahim, are

fituated.

OF THE SOUTHERN PART OF MADAGASCAR.

THAT part of Madagafcar where Fort Dauphlne is fituated Is veiy populous.
Almoit all the villages are built upon eminences ; they are furrounded by two rows of
Itrong palifades ; and within thefe there Is a parapet of earth four feet In height. Large
bamboos, placed at the dlftance of five feet from each other, and funk to a confiderable

depth in the ground, ferve to ftrcngthen the palifades : but fome of thele villages are
fortified alfo by a ditch ten feet in breadth, and fix in depth.

The
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The place where the chief refides is called Donac : it contains two or three buildinge

furrounded by a peculiar kind of inclofure, where the chief lives with his women and

his children. i

The chiefs always go armed with a fufee, and a flick headed with iron, to the other

extremity of which is affixed a finall bunch of cow's hair : they cover their heads with

a cap made of red woollen cloth. It is by their caps, above all, that they can be dif-

tinguilhed by their fubjefts. The authority of ihefe chiefs is very much limited
;

yet in

the province of Carcanoffi they are fappoled to be the proprietors of all the land, which

they diftribute among their fubjecls, in order to be tilled and cidtiva.ted. For this they

require a fmall quit rent, which, in the language of the country, is called y}z«?/^.

The people of the province of Carcanoffi are not entirely ignorant of the art of writing.

They have even feme hiftorical tsooks in the Madecaffe language : but their learned

men, whom they call Ombiajfss, ufe only the Arabic charafters. They have among
them treatifes on medicine, geomancv, and judicial aftrology. Thefe Ombiafles arc

both forcerers and phyficians. 1 he moft celebrated come from the province of Matatane,

in which country magic is preferved in its full glory. The IVJatatanes are dreaded by

the other natives of the ifland, becaufe they excel in this art of deception- 'I he Om-
biafles profefs, in the public fchools, geomancy and allrology. The art of writing has,

doubtlefs, been brought into this ifland by the Arabs, who made a conquell of it about

three hundred years ago. Their paper is made in the valley of Amboule ; it is manufac-

tured from the Papyrus nilotka, \'hizh the Madecalfes name Son^^a-Sa/iga. They pull

c^' with great dexterity the inner bark of this tree ; divide it into very thin filaments,

which they moiflen with water ; and havilig laid them acrofs each other, in various

diredions, prefs them well down. They are then boiled in a ftrong lye of afaes, and

afterwards pounded in a large wooden mortar till they are reduced to a pade. This

palle is walhed and drenched with water upon a frame made of bamboos, in the form of

a grate. When this operation is finifiied, the leaves are fpread out to dry in the fun,

and are glazed with a decoclion of rice water, called in the Malegache language ranou

pan. This paper is of a yellowilli col&ur ; but when it is well glazed, it does not im-

bibe the ink. The pens ufed by thefe iflanders are made of the bamboo.

Their ink is made from a decoclion in boiling water of the bark of a tree which they

call arandrato. This ink is not quite fo black as ours, but it u naturally more fiiining.

The Arabic language has made fome progrefs in the north-wefl part of the ifland of

IVIadagafcar. It is well known that the Arab princes formed large eftabliflinients along

the African coad, which, according to geographers, corrtfpond with the kingdoms of

Monomotapa and Mono-Eraugi. 'i hey took polleflion alio of the ifland of Comu)'a j

and thefe princes, when they emigrated to Africa and the adjacent iflcs, did not forget

their ancient country. They dill indeed carry on an inconliderable trade with Aden,

Mafcate, and ihecoafts of Abyffinia. They have alio on the lin:dl river of Bombetoc,

in Madagafcar, a kind of fettlement, which enables them to viht dlflerent parts of that

iflmd, for the purpofes of commerce. By thefe means they have introduced their lan-

guage, and left fome traces of Mahometanifra airnong the Malegaches. Formerly, there

iubfilted between the Arabs and the Portuguefe of India a hatred and animofity, which

were founded folely on the zeal thefe two nations entertained for their religion. The
Arabs of Comora and IVIadagafcar made frequent attacks- upon the Portuguefe eflablifli-

nients on the coaft of Africa, which did them great injury: they even dcltroycd forae

of their fettlements ; but this hdtred became gradually eA.ti:;gui{h;.'d, when the decline

of thePortui;uele powei rendered them lei's the i)bjtcts of jeaknify. An attempt was

made at Goa, about twenty years ago, to take advantage of this luiptnfioa of holliliiies,

5
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m order to form a Portnguefe fettlement at Cape St. Sebafliian, in Madagafcar. The
intention of this eftabliOiment was merely religious. The Portuguclc thought of form-

ing a mifllon, rather than a factory ; but this projeft was not attended with fuccei's.

M. Boffe, an inhabitant of the ifle of Bourbon, faw the melancholy remains of this

cflablifhment.

It is furpriang that Mahometanifm has not made greater progrefs in this ifland, which
has been fo much frequented by the Arabs. However, if we except circuiucifion, ab«

ftinence from pork, and fome few trifling praftices, which have very little influence-

over the conduct of thefe people, the defccndants of the Arabs themfelves have loft

fight of the fundamental parts of their religious opinions. They do not believe in a

future exigence ; like the Manichees, they admit of two principles, one fupremely good
and the other extremely wicked. They never addrefs their prayers to the former ; but

they entertain a great dread of the latter. They are continually doing homage and
offering up facrifices to him.

The ifland of IVIadagafcar is fo near to the coafl of Africa, that it is natural to fup-

pofe that it mu(t have been peopled from that vaft continent ; but at prefent the different

races are fo intermixed, that ic would be vain to attempt to defcribe all the varieties of
them.

One can, however, in this ifland diflinguifh the race of real negroes ; but it is a

matter of more difficulty to diflinguifli thole who are defcended from the whites.

The whites, who inhabit the province of AnofTi and CarcanofTi, pretend to be de-

fcended from Imina, the mother of Mahomet. They have affumed the name of Zaf-

ferahimini. The whites, who inhabit Foulepointe, Noffi.Hibrahim, and the bay of

Antongil, are fprung, fome from the pirates, and others from the Jews ; for this rea-

fon, they call themfelves ZafFe-Hibrahim, that is to fay, the defcendants of Abraham..

Befides thefe, there is a third kind of whites, who fay they were fent to Madagafcar by

the Caliph of Mecca, to inftrudt the Malegaches in the fecrets of nature, and the re-

ligion of Mahomet. Thefe impoflors feized upon the province of Matatane, after they

had expelled and maffacred the ZafFerahimini, who governed that diflridf. They are

called Zaffi-Cafunambou. Their complexion is darker than that of the other whites,

and their profeilion is to teach to read and write the Arabic language.

The Zafferahimini, in the province of Anofli and Carcanofli, believe that they came
originally from the fandy plains on the borders of Mecca. On this account they are

called Ontampaffemaca, and are divided into three claflfes, the Rhoandrians, the Anacan-

drians, and the Ontzatfi. The firll and mod honourable clafs, is that of the Rhoan-
drians. People of this clafs have afluined to themfelves the privilege of killing animals.

Among favages, and people who fubfiil by hunting, the trade of a butcher is ahnofl

always held in great diflinflion. The Rhoandrians are the nobility of the country ;.

and it is always from tliis clafs that the fovereign is chofcn.

The Anacandrians are defcended from the Rhoandrians, and a woman of an inferior

clafs. For this reafon, they fliare with the Rhoandrians the honour and advantage of

killing, for the other iflanders, fuch animals as are necclTary to their fubliltence.

The Ontzatfi are the laft clafs of the Ontampafl'emaca ; but they enjoy no particular

marks of dillinction. 'I'hey are generally brave foldiers, (killed in the art of war, who
can throwa (lone or an ail'agay with great dexterity, and who fpend thcu- time in dancing,

lleeping, and amufing themfelves. They learn from their earlieil infancy fome longs,

containing Itilons of morality, or fables refpcfting their origin.

The native blacks are divided into four cladeb : the Voadziii, the Lohavohits, the

Ontzoa, and the Ondeves.
The:
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The Voadzlri, we are aflured, are the defcendants of the ancient fovereigns of the

ifland. They are generally pretty rich in flaves and flocks ; and they are allowed to

pofTefs feveral villages. Thefe people muft be held in great confideration among the

iflaiiders of Madagafcar, for they have preferved, notwithftanding the defpotifm of the

Arabs, who conquered the province of Anoffi, the right of killing, when they are not

in the prcfence of a Rhoandrian or an Anacandrian, fuch animals as belong to their

fubje£l:s. The Lohavohits are much lefs powerful than the Voadziri. They can never

poffefs more than one village ; and, however rich they may be in flocks, they muft
always fend for a Rhoandrian or an Anacandrian, to kill thofe animals which they

and their fubjeds ufe as food.

The cafle of the Ontzoa comes immediately after that of the Lohavohits, to whom
they are nearly related ; but they have no kind of authority or privilege. The
Ondeves are flaves by extraction : in the Malegache language, that word fignifies a

loji man.

The Malegaches preferve, refpefting their origin, a fable which correfponds extremely

well with the fubdivifion I have given of thefe different cafl:es.

Such of thefe iflanders as have any erudition, relate, that the Creator of heaven and

earth formed, from the body of the firfl: man whilfl he was afleep, feven women.
Thefe were the mothers of the different caftes.

The cafte of the Rhoandrians are the ofl"spring of the firft man, and the woman
formed from his brain. The mother of the Anacandrians, and that of the Ontzatfi,

had not fo noble an origin. The one was formed from his neck ; and the other from

the left (houlder.

The cafte of the Voadziri proceed from the firft man, and the woman formed out

of his right fide.

The mother of the Lohavohits and the Ontzoa came from the thigh and the calf

of the leg ; but the extradion of the Ondeves is ftlll meaner. They are faid to be

defcended from the foles of the feet.

It is doubtlefs a fubjeft of melancholy reflexion to find amongft the people who
inhabit the large province of Anofli fo ridiculous fables refpefting the inequality of

their condition. What a deplorable abfurdity for favages to refufe being brethren,

and to difdain a common origin ! The explanation of this land of phenomenon can be

found only in the conqueft which the Arabs, the anceftors of the Rhoandrians, made
of Madagafcar. This foreign race have left, wherever they were difperfed, the moft

lamentable traces of fuperlHtion. The Rhoandrians are reduced at prefent to a family

of about twenty perfons. None of them are to be found but in the province of Anofli ;

and there is reafon to hope that the ifland will at length be delivered from the

government and yoke of thefe conquerors, who have laid it wafte, and infeded it with

Mahometan praftices.

The Malegaches fubmit to the Rhoandrians only as free fubjedls. They change

their chiefs at pleafure ; and they can attach themfelves to any one whom they

think capable of fecuring to them happinefs and tranquillity. Thefe iflanders are too

brave to crouch under a burlhenfome yoke j but their extreme credulity is, without

doubt, very prejudicial to their liberty, and to the fuccefs of their enterprifes.

How is it polhble that thefe people, involved in the darknefs of ignorance, can

defend themfelves againft the deception of the Ombiafies, when the moft enlightened

nations are ftill every day dupes to quacks and impoftors? It would appear as if it

were neceflary that man (hould fufFer himfelf to be fubjefted by chimeras. Reafon is

feldora ever fo powerful as to preferve him entirely from that fondnefs for the mar-

7 rellous
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vellous which often hurries him into the moft ridiculous illufions ; and if in civilized

nations he fometimes artfully conceals this fatal propenfity, it is only becaufe he is

afhamed of his weaknefs.

The Malegaches of the province of AnofTi are lively, fenfible, and grateful : they

are far from being deflitute of intelligence or capacity. Thefe iflanders are paffionately

fond of women ;• and when in their company never appear fad, or dejected. Thsir
principal attention is to pleafe the fair fex, who, in this country more than in any
other, meet with that refped and deference which are fo neceflary to the happinefs of

fociety. Man here never commands as a defpot ; nor does the woman ever obey as a

flave. The balance of power inclines even in favour of the women. Their empire is

that of beauty, mildnefs, and the graces : for, colour excepted, the Malegache women
are handfome. Their perfons arc flender and genteel ; they have pleafmg and delicate

features ; a foft fmooth (kin ; teeth remarkably white ; and fine blue eyes, the pupils

of which are brown and fparkling.

A plurality of wives is not uncommon here among the chiefs, and thofe who arc

rich ; but they never efpoufe more than one legally ; the reft are confidered as concu-

bines. This practice is not attended with difagreeable confequences in Madagafcar

;

for all thefe women live in hamiony together. Befides, a divorce may take place as

often as the conjugal union difpleafes either the hufband or the wife. When they part,

however, by mutual confent, they reftore to each other the property they poflelTed

before marriage. In Madagafcar adultery is looked upon as a robbery, and as fuch is

punifhed. Thefe people, therefore, pay the utmoft refpeft to marriage ; they forewarn

ftrangers to behave with decency to their wives ; but they offer them their daughters,

and think themfelves much honored when they have children by them. Married

women may be known by their hair, which is feparated into trelTcs, and bound up in

the form of a nofegay on the top of the head. Young women fuffer it to fall carelefsly

over their fhoulders. Hultands are always in high fpirits when with their wives ; their

prefence infpires them with joy ; as foon as they perceive them, they begin to dance

and to fmg ; and they continually repeat that they footh the cares of life. The Male-

gache women appear to be happy, and are generally in good humour. Their lively,

cheerful and equal temper is peculiarly pleafing to the Europeans.

While the Malegaches are at war, their women fmg and dance inccflantly, through-

out the whole day, and even during a part of the night. They imagine that thefe

continual dances animate their hufbands, and increafe their vigour and courage. They
fcarcely allow themfelves time to enjoy their meals. When the war is ended, they

affcmble, at fun-fet, and renew their finging and dancing, which always begin with

much noife, and the found of various inftruments. Their fongs are either panegyrics

or fatircs ; and appeared to me to intereif the fpeftators very much. Such fports are

a kind of ufcful Iclfons, in which glorious deeds are celebrated, and contemptible adions

ridiculed. As foon as a woman perceives that her health betrays any figns of having

had familiar intercourfe with the Europeans, flie abfents herfelf from thofe joyful alfem-

blies, in order to avoid ihe cutting raillery of her companions, and to put herfelf under

the care of the phyficians, or Ombiail'es. This cuftoni prevents the venereal difeafe

from fpreading fo much in this iiland as it has fpread in Europe. Befides, the Om-
bialfes have found out a remedy for this diforder, v.'hich is faid to be extremely effica-

cious. 1 do not recoiled the name of the plant v/hich they ufe ; but I know that its

leaves refemble thofe of the phyllyrea. Thefe phyficians order the patient to chew and

fwallow it, lying alternately on the back and belly, in a horizontal pofition. The
patient muft not be loaded with clothes j and, in order that perfpiration may not be

VOL. XVI. 5 D impeded.
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impeded, fiie niun: be furrounded, on all fides, with a ftrong bnfk fire, during the

ivhole time that the remedy z&s. The virus of the difeafe generally accumulates in the

folesofthe feet; and the abfcefs there formed is feldom attended with difagreeable

confequences. Great care is taken that the heat of the fire may not be too difagreeable

to the patient. Thefe favagc people thus know how to deliver themfelves happily,

and in lefs titne than we, from that fcourge which we introduced amongfl: theni, and
which in Europe occafions fo much devc^ftatlon.

Mod travellers, inftead of lamenting that the favages ever became acquainted

with the Europeans, feem to take delight in throwing out every kind of invedive

againft them. It is thus that they have almoil: always rewarded them for the hofpitaiity

which they fo generoufly and difmtereftedly ftiewed towards us. If you read Fla-

court*, you will imagine that the Malegaches are the moft perverfe, the moft de-

ceitful, and the mod; fawning of mankind. He does not hefitate to aflert, that among
thefe iflandcrs treachery and revenge are accounted virtues ; compafTion and gratitude

weaknelfes. Such abfurd declamation, however, can impofe only on thofe who have

not ftudied, with R.ouffeau, man in bis primitive (late.

I have ftudied with fome care the character and cuftoms of the iflanders of Mada-
gafcar ; I have feveral times allifted at their affemblies when they were deliberating upon
imporcant atfairs ; I have follov>'ed them in their dances, their fports and their amufe-

ments ; and I have always found among them that prudent referve vifhich fecures them
from thofe fatal exceffes, and thofe vices, fo common among poliflied nations. I was

indeed, then fo young that my obfervations cannot have much weight; but, if my ex-

perience is not fufficient to infpire confidence, I beg the reader to ftudy the nature of

things, more than the relations of ignorant and unpi-incipled men, who think they

have a right to exercife the moll defpotic fway over the inhabitants of a foreign land.

If the Malegaches have fometimes employed treachery, they were forced to it by the

tyranny of the Europeans. The weak have no other arms to protect them from the

attacks of the ftrong. Can thefe people defend themfelves by any other means againft

our bayonets and artillery ? They are deftitute of knowledge and refources
; yet we

take advantage of their weaknefs to make them yield to our caprices : they receive the

moft rigorous treatment in return for the hofpitality which they have fo generoufly

ihewn to us ; and we call them traitors and cowards, when we force them to break

the yoke with which it has pleafed us to load them.

Thefe melancholy truths are too well proved, i / the ruin of the different eftablifh-

ments which the Europeans have attempted to foi m in Madagafcar.

In 1642, Captain Picault obtained for himfelF .md alTociates the exclufive privilege

of trading to Madagafcar ; and at the fame epoch a grant of the ifland was given to a
powerful company, by letters patent from the crown.

One Pronis therefore was commiflioned to take poffefiion of Madagafcar in the

name of the king, with orders to form an eftabliftiment in fome fertile fpor, which

might be fufceptible of defence, and of an eafy, and fafe accefs. In confequence of

thefe orders, he made choice of the village of Manghefia, which is fituated at the ex-

tremity of the province of Carcanoffi, in the latitude of 24° 30'. This place appeared

• He was dire6lor- general of the French Eaft-India Company, and in 1648 had the management of an

expedition in the idaud uf Madagafcar, which, like all the precrding, proved unfuccefsful. Tliis expe-

tlition, however, procured a very ininute account of the ifland, which Flacourt was enabled to give,

from having r^fided in it ten years. It was printed at Paris, in one volume quarto, with figures dcfigned

and engraven by the author, and was dedicated to the iubintendant Fouquct, who had the principal flure

m U»e company then formed for carrjiug on a trade to the Eail Indies. T.
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to him as likely to anfwer the propofed end in every refpecl. The numerous herds

of horned cattle which frequented this part of the country, and its rich fields of rice

and potatoes, fullered no uneafmefs to remain in his mind refpefting proviilons. A
navigable river, which takes its rife at the bottom of mount Siliva, waters meadows of
an immenfe extent in the neighbourhood : timber of all kinds fit for building houfes,

or conftrucling (hips, may be found in abundance clofe to commodious docks ; and
the harbour is perfectly fheltercd frorn the fea winds by the fmall ifland of St. Lucia.

Scarcely had Pronis eftabliflied hiinfelf atManghefia, when Captain Refmion brought
him feventy people from France, to reinforce his imall coFony. But the unwholefonieaefa

of the climate in the fpace of a month dedroyed one third of the whole. Pronis being

then obliged to abandon this firfl: eftabliihment, nolwithftanding its advantageous

fituation, retired precipitately with the remains of his colony to the peninfula of Tho-
langar, the air of which is more falubi lous.

This peninfula, which is fituated in the twenty-fifth degree of latitude, increafes

infenfibly in breadth, and might eafily be fccured from any attack of the iflanders by
redoubts and palifades. The fort built here, the elevation of which above the fea is art

hundred and fifty feet, coinmjnds the harbour, fo that an enemy at anchor would not

long be able to withfland the fire of its batteries. A bold fliore furrounded with break-

ers renders it very difficult to land here ; and accefs to the fort would be imprafticable,

were it flrengthened bv fome additional works. This fort, called Fort Dauphin, is of

an oblong figure, and is furrounded with good walls built of lime and fand, covered

with flrong cement : it was thought needlefs to enclofe it on the fide towards the har-

bour. The anchoring ground is excellent : u- (hip here would fooner break her cables

than drive on her anchors : but the fea winds, and above all the frequent and ftrong

north-eaft breezes, are very troublefome ro fliips moored in this port, the entrance of

which is bounded on the fouth by Cape Ravenate, and on the north by the point of
Itapera. The beautiful river of Fanfhere, which has its fource at the bottom of the

mountains of Manghabey, runs into the fea two leagues from Fort Dauphin, and very

near to Cape Ravenate. This river fupplies water to a large lake, which the ifianders

call the lake of Amboule. It is ten thoufand fathoms in circumference, and its mean
depth is about forry feet.

The lake of Amboule would forrn an excellent harbour, were not the channel by
which it communicates with the fea often fliut up by (liifiing fands.

There are certain times when large veflels might eafily be carried into this bafin

:

but fuch opportunities are rare. Before thefe occafions can happen, the river, by a

fudden fwell, mult have wallied away the bar of fand which the winds and the waves

are every day accumulating at its mouth, and which is formed in that fpot where the

current of the water is in equilibrio with the force of the tide. It is not, however,

inipolfible to open that paflagc, and to clear away the fand-bank which prevents fliips

from entering this excellent harbour.

To elTcfl this, the hulls of fome old vcfTcls laden with ballaft ought to be funk at

certain diftances, and in a direction which local obfervations made with great care could

alone point out. Thefe incumbrances would ferve as fo many foundations to a new*

fand-bank, which would be formed from the quantities daily walhcd in by the fea.

After this preliminary operation was finifhcd, it would be ncccfiary to wait lome time,

until the fand-bank was pretty well confolidated to withftand the force of the river,

which, when increafcd in Itrength and quantity, might produce the cfle(5t of a large

iluice. 'Ihe bank employed to withftund the current being conflruded in fuch a

S D 2 manner
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manner as to break of itfelf, the violence of the dream ' would not fail to cleanfe the

mouth of the river, and to render the entrance of the lake pradicable.

Every method employed to make moles in the fea might be attended with advantage

in accomplifhing the objedt here propofed. If I have given the preference to that of

ufmg the hulls of old fliips, it is becaufe it appears to me to be the mod commodious,

the moft expeditious, and the leaft expenfive. Befides, an experiment of this nature

could not fail of being ufeful and inftrudive, whatever might be its fuccefs. Veflels,

when funk, are mafles fo enormous and folid, on account of the care taken to bind all

their parts together, that I do not think it poflible to fubflitute for them, in moles, and

works deftined to withftand the fury of the fea, any other bodies more capable of

rcfifting the violence of the waves. The river Fanfliere is navigable for boats to the

diftance of from fifteen to twenty leagues from its mouth. The labour neceflary to

bring the navigation of this river to perfedion would be very inconfiderable.

The point of Itapera, which is to the north of Fort Dauphin, enclofes, on the

fouthern fide, the great bay of Loucar. The ifland of St. Clair flielters it from the

fea winds, and prevents the fmall river of Itapera from being choked up with fand, like

that of Fanfhere.

The port is on the leeward fide of the ifland ; but the anchoring ground here is

little frequented by navigators, becaufe the bay of Loucar abounds with fhoals and

quickfands.

The peiiinfula of Tholangar was fo much the more favourable to the eftablifliment

of Pronis, as the rich and fertile valley of Amboule, and the proximity of feveral

navigable rivers, freed him from all uneafinefs refpetting the means of fubfifling.

Mines of iron and fteel of an excellent quality, hemp, refinous gums, pitch and tar, and
timber fit for building houfes, or conflruding fhips, all found here in abundance,

were advantages which a wife and enlightened adminiftration would not have futFered

themfelves to negleft. Pronis, however, was a man deftitute of talents and indufl:ry.

The indolence in which he lived, as well as the Frenchmen under his command,
involved the colony in all thofe diforders which an imprudent condud ufually

produces. Licentioufnefs was fucceeded by a fpirit of revolt ; and thofe who
owed fubmiflion and obedience to their chief foon put him in irons, In this

ftate of captivity, he conthmed fix months. When releafed from his imprifon-

ment by a veflfel which had arrived from France, with fuch provifions as he

flood moft in need of, he rendered himfelf guilty of a new crime, by publicly

felling to Vander Mefter, the governor of Mauritius, at prefent called the Ifle of

France, all the unfortunate Malegaches who were in the fervice of the cftablilli-

ment. What raifed the indignation of the iflanders to the higheft pitch upon this

occafion was, that there were amongft thefe flaves fixteen women of the race of the

Lohavohits.

When the company were informed of this fliameful condud, they deprived Pronis

of his commiflion. Flacourt was chofen to fucceed him ; but he did not arrive at

Fort Dauphin till towards the end of December 1648. As he has publifhed a minute

account of every thing which took place under his adminiftration, I Ihall not here

trace out a piAure of the cruelty, injuftice, and oppreffion, which that governor ex-

ercifed towards the unfortunate iflanders. In 1661 he fent forty Frenchmen, followed

by a body of armed blacks, to burn and ravage the fertile country of Fanfliere. The
manner in which Flacourt violated that hofpitality which had been fo generoufly fhewn

to him, cannot be defended in an enlightened age. I am inclined to believe, that

,
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every man, hereafter, who has the lead regard for virtue or humanity, will fly from

foreign lands, and renounce every commercial advantage, rather than imitate the bar-

barous conduct of this governor. Inftead of making lavage nations wear our chains,

let us impart to them our fcienccs, and our knowledge. People funk in the darknefs

of ignorance, and intimidated by the fuperiority of our arms, cannot certainly avoid

the yoke which we are pleafed to lay upon them : but what right is more iniquitous

than that of force ? And how dare we at prefent accufo favage nations of treachery,

when, harrafled by our tyranny, they have only attempted to avenge themfelves for

our feverity ? If Flacourt knew better than Pronis how to enforce obedience from the

French under his command, he did not, however, fiiew that he was much better ac-

quainted with the principles of the laws of nature : he was unjufl: and cruel towards a

people, v/ho being the proprietors of the country, ought to have given laws to him, in-

flead of receiving them. But let us leave Flacourt's Hijlory to thofe who may have

courage to read it ; and let us fee whether his fucceflors were lefs inhuman.

Fort Dauphin was burnt in 1655, and was not rebuilt till the year 1663. Cha-

margou, who was then governor, lent La Cafe to explore that part of the ifland which

lies to the north of the country of the Matanes. This commilTion La Cafe executed

with much intelligence. It may not be here improper to give fome account of the

charader of this man, whofe memory is (till celebrated among thefe people. La Cafe

was onlv a fiditious name ; that of his faniilv was Le Vacher ; and he was born

at Rochelle. On his arrival at Fort Dauphin, the French were held in no kmd of

eftimation among the iflanders. After great expences, that eftablifliment was in a

ftate of the molt deplorable decline. La Cafe, however, undertook to revive the

confequence of the French nation ; and in this he fucceeded. By a great number of

victories he acquired the furname of Dian Poujfc ; and no greater honour could have

been conferred upon him by the Malegachcs : for Dian Pouffi; is the name of a chief

who formerly conquered the iflanJ, and who is even yet held in great veneration amonjj

thefe people.

The French, alone, withheld from La Cafe that juflice which was due to his valour

and good conduct. The governor of Fort Dauphin, jealous of the glory he had

acquired, by executing, in an able manner, thofs difficult commiffions which had been

afligned to him, refufed either to reward or to promote him. The fovcreign of the

province of Amboule, named Dian-Raffitate, took advantage of the jult rcfentment of

La Cafe, and invited him to enter into his fervicc. Five Frenchmen accompanied him,

and abandoned Fort Dauphin. Dian-Nong, Dian RafTitato's daughter, having con-

ceived a violent aftedion for La Cafe, offered him her hand with tlie confcnt of her

father ; and this chief, tottering on the brink of the grave through age and infirmities,

had the confolation of fccuring the happinefs of his fubjeds, by rendering his fon-in-

law abfolute mailer of the rich and fertile province of Amboule. When La Cafe

married Dian-Nong, .he refufed the title and honours which, in that country, are

attached to the fovereign power. He wifhed only to be confidercil as the firlt fubjed

of his wife, who was declared fovereign after the death ot her father. La Cafe, be-

loved by Dian-Nong, who, to a charming countenance, added great courage, and the

rarefl qualities, efleemed and rcfpedcd by his family, and the Amboulefe, to whom
he was a father, could only ofler up ineficdual vows for the profperiiy of the French

cftablifhment at Fort Dauphin.

lie was not fufferrd to go to the relief of his countrymen, whom he knew to bo in

the utmofl: diftrefs. Chamargou had fct a price upon his head, as well as upon thofe

of the five Frenchmen who had followed him to Amboule. The chiefs, who refided

in
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i» the nelghb.u I hood of the fort, highly irritated to find that an attempt fhould be
made againfl the life of a man for whom they entertained the highell veneration,

ijnaninioufly rctiifed to fupply the colony with provifions. An abfolute famine, there-

fore, was now added to increafe the defolation occafioned by fevers and other dif-

tempers, which had reduced the number of the French to eighty men.
The eftablifiiment at Fort Dauphin was on the point of being totally ruined, when

the arrival of a veflel, commanded by Kercadio, a gentleman of Brittany, fufpended for

fome time the evils with which the colony was aflHitled.

Diforder and confufion had never ceafeJ to prevail among the French from the

time that they firft formed a fettlement in Madagafcar. The iflanders detefted, and
even began to defpife them. They were incenfed at our tyranny ; and our inteftine

divillons had weakened that fentiment of terror, with which tlve fuperiority of our
arms had at firfl: infpired them. Captain Kercadio faw, therefore, that the affiftance

he had brought with him from France could not be of long duration. That brave

officer, who was free from the prejudices of his Ration, and the harfhnefs peculiar to

bis profeffion, jutlged it neceflfary to endeavour to bring about a reconciliation between

Chamargou and La Cafe. He reprefented to the former, that he could no longer

confider, as his fubaltern, a man, who, by his marriage with Dian-Nong, had become
not only abfolute mafter of the province of Amboule, but fovereign alfb of the whole
ifland of Madagafcar. No madnefs, indeed, could have been attended with more fatal

confequences to the French, than that of the head of a languifliing colony obftinately

perfiiUng to treat as a rebel, a perfon as powerful as he was refpeded, and who, by
a fingle word, might have occafioned his deflruclion, Defpairing that his reafoning

would have any effeft on the prejudiced and inflamed mind of Chamargou, Kercadio

applied to an intelligent counfellor, who, through a very fingular accident, had em-
barked in his veflel, and earneftly begged him as his friend, to employ his abilities, in

endeavouring to convince the governor what were his real interelts, and thofe of the

colony entrufted to his care.

If the coiinfellor facceeded in this difficult enterprize, he was lefs indebted for the

accompliihment of his wifhes, to his eloquence, than to the honour of being known
to and protedcd by the marfhal de la Mellleraye. As foon as he informed Chamargou
that he ffiould be indifpenfably obliged to give an account to the marflial of the caufe

ot the misfortunes, and perhaps of the entire lofs of Fort Dauphin, the governor, who
had been hitherto fo haughty and intraflable, who braved famine and death, and who
was on the point of faciificing to his defire of revenge the melancholy remains of the

colony under his command, became timorous and fubmiffive. The name of the

marfhal alone ftruck him with terror. He fent to beg that Kercadio would forgive

his obflinacy ; and did every thing in his power to induce that officer to bring about

a reconciliation between him and La Cafe ; offi^ring, at the fame time, to make every

reparation that might be required. Kercadio fet out, therefore, for iimboule, accom-
panied by the counfellor. I'he negociation with which he was charged, experienced

neither difficulty nor delay. La Cafe defpifed the vain efl'orts of his enemies. This

i-efpeftable character had no ftronger defire than that of being ufeful to his country-

men. He haftened to their affiftance, as foon as he had permiffion; peace and abundance
followed him to Fort Dauphin ; and during the time that he directed it by his counfel,

diforder and want ceafed to afHift that eftablifhment.

Diaa-Nong behaved with no lefs generofity than La Cafe ; and fuch is the force of

virtue, that there was not a fingle Frenchman who was not fenfibly afTeded by the

heroic courage of this woman, who had fufficient command over herlelf to>baniffi all

remembrance
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remembrance of the injuries done to her hufband. She gave way to that fvveet impulfe
or rather innate defire, which inclines man to afilft his fcllow-crcatures, when he fees

them in diflrefs.

The counfellor fhared with his friend Kercadio the happinefs of havinc; brought back
peace and plenty to Fort Dauphin ; but without forgetting the detellabl^ ftratagem by
which he had been torn froni his bufmefs, and his favouiite purfuits. He had been
wandering for feveral years on the ftormy ocean, without any particular objeci; in view

;

and was traverfmg dilbnt countries, contrary to his interefl and inclination. His
wifiies, directed folely to his native foil, could not be accomplifiied without experiencing
new diflreflfes. The bitter remembrance of the manner in which his confidence had
been abufed, in order to give him up to defpair, ftill aggravated the feverity of his fate.

Ye, who are fo often dupes to the falfe appearances and deceitful looks of thofe impof,
tors who found their fortunes on your credulity, may this relation be ufeful to you,
and pveferve you from the misfortune of heedlefsly trufting yourfelves into the hands
of thofe worthlefs men, who do not flatter and carefs you but becaufc they know you,
and through motives which your vanity does not permit you to perceive. This coun-
fellor, commillioned to execute an order which his family had folicited and obtained for

tranfporting his brother to Madagafcar, on account of his profligacy, was fo Imprudent
as to entruit himfelf, at Nantz, to one of thofe officious men who have the perhduous
talent of infpiring flirangers with confidence, and of profiling by their fnnpliciiy. This
wretch thought it a harmlefs joke to kidnap the counfellor, in the room of his brother

whom he fulfcred to efcape, and by this double fraud he (tripped both of them of their

money.
But to return to my fubjeft. La Cafe remained no longer at Fort Dauphin than the

time abfolutely neceflary for re-eftablilhing in it abundance and peace. His wife, Dian-
Nong, was much dilguiled with the place ; and her own private affairs recalled her to

Amboule. Ik'fides, Chamargou, more jealous of La Cafe's fuccefs than grateful for his

fervices, would not have failed to do every thing in his power to render his life uncom-
fortable. Of this La Cafe could entertain the Icis doubt, as the governor did not deign

to join his entreaties to thofe of the refl of the colony, in order to induce him to remain

at the fort. At the moment, however, when the French, to the number of two hun-
dred, were levying confidcrable taxes from the fertile province of Circanofli, and giv-

ing law to the iflanders, a cruel war again broke out to deluge that fine country in blood,,

and to render the afliRance of La Cafe neceffary. This war, more fatal to the French
than the Malegaches, was occafioned by the inconfiJcrate zeal of a milTionary. Dian
Mananguc, fovercign of the province of Mandrarey, a powerful, bold, and fpirited

chief, and a faithful ally to the French, had received in his donac, with every mark of
didinchion, ojic Father Stephen, a Lazarili:, and fupcrior of the million of Madagaf-

car.

This father, charmed with the excellent qualifies of the chief, imagined that it would
be an eafy matter to convert him. When Dian Manangue perceived his intention, he
thought it a mark of refpecf due to the friendfliip which he had vowed to the French^

and above all, to the reconimendation of La Cafe, to inform the zealous milFionary that

all his efforts would be fruitlefs. Thcfe people are fond of making orations, and ot

haranguing in public. Dian IVIanangue, therefore, aflembled his women and family,

in Older that he might declare publicly that nothing was capable of making him re-

nouace his ancient cuftoms. " I pity," faid he," your folly, in wifliing, that at my age
" 1 fliould facrifice my happinefs and the pieafures which lurround mc in my donac to

" your will. I pity you for being deprived of that which foothes the cares ofhic. You
'• permit
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" permit me to live with one woman : but, if the poffeflion of one woman be a good,
*' why is the poffeflion of a numerous feraglio an evil, when peace and harmony prevail

" among thofe who compofe it? Do you obferve among us any fymptoms of jealoufy,

" or feeds of hatred ?—No—All my women are good—they all endeavour to render
" me happy ; and I am more their flave than their mafter.

" But if your maxims are fo ufeful and neceffary, why do not your countrymen at

*' the fort follow them ?—They ought to know much better than I the merit and value

" of your words. Believe me, my friend, I will not deceive you ; it is impoflible for

*' me to change my cuftoms ; I will never quit them but with my life. I, however,

" give you leave to exercife your zeal on the people who are fubjeft to my authority
;

" and I give you the fame power over my family and my children. But this per-

" miflion will be of very little avail, unlefs you can fuit your precepts to our manners
« and ufages."

Father Stephen made no other reply to this fpeech than to order the chief, in a

peremptory tone, to difmifs all his women, except one. This miflionary even fo far

Joft fif^ht of moderation, that he had the temerity to threaten that he would caufe the

French to carry away all his women, if he delayed for a moment, to put his order in

execution. It may be readily imagined, that a behaviour fo violent and unexpeded

muft have occafioned a general indignation and revolt in the donac. The women fell

upon the miflionary ; loaded him with reproaches and blows ; and in their fary they

would have undoubtedly ftrangled him, had not Dian Manangue, notv/ithflanding the

agitation he was under, come fpeedily to his affifhance. The chief was obliged to make

ufe of all his authority before he v/as permitted to remain alone a fingle moment with

this father, whom he difmiffed after giving him a rich prefent. Befides, he aficed of

the milTionary a refpite of fifteen days to determine on the grand affair of his converfion :

but this delay, folicited with fo much earneftnefs by the chief, and with difliculty

granted by the miilionary, was intended to anfwer a very different purpofe. Dian

Manangue wilhed to gain time, in order to quit the province of Mandrarey, without

dread of being purfued by the French ; and, when he thought he could do this in

fafety, he departed with his women and flaves, to feek flielter in the country of the *

Machicores, which is twenty-five leagues diftant from Fort Dauphin.

His departure, however, was not lb private as to efeape the knowledge of Father

Stephen, for he had fpies even in the donac of the chief. In vain, therefore, did

Chamargou endeavour to retain him. The miffionary, confulting only his zeal, formed

the rafli refolution of following Dian Manangue to the country of the Machicores. A
brother of St. Lazarus, and another Frenchman, with fix fervants or domeflics, loaded

with facerdotal habits, accompanied him in this dangerous expedition.

In the firft week of Lent, 1 664, Father Stephen joined Dian Manangue, after ex-

periencing much fatigue and a multitude of difafters. The chief, more aftonilhed than

alarmed at the courage of the miffionary, behaved to him with the moft profound

reverence, and received him in a manner which he had no title to expeft. In vain did

he beg him to renounce the project which he had tormed of converting him ; obferving

that his manners and ufages were an infuperable obftacle to I'uch a change. Father

Stephen, inftead of making any reply, fnatched from him his oli and his amulets, threw

them into the fire, and declared open v.-ar againft him. It need be no matter of fur-

prife that this violent condutl of the miffionary ffiould occafion his deftruction, as well

as that of thofe who attended him. Dian Manangue caufed them all to be inftantly

butchered ; and, at the fame time, fvvore, that he would entirely extirpate the French

from the ifland. In order that he might execute this fatal vow v/ith more certainty,

9 the
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the chief fcnt his fon, who had been baptifed, to La Vatangue, his brother-in-law, to

acquaint him with the motives which had induced him to free himfclf from the tyranny

of the French, whofe infiJious defigns aimed at nothing lefs than to aboHHi the man-

ners, ufages, and religion of the country ; adding, that his oU (a kind of amule: con-

fulted by thefe iflanders) had commanded him to defend them, even at the hazard of

his life ; and he alfured La Vatangue, that the French had rendered themfelves inca-

pable of conquering, fmce thev had dared to proceed to fuch criminal excelfts. The
iriitated chief gave notice to his brother-in-law, alio, that Chamargou had fent forty

Frenchmen to the eaftern coafl, and that he might eafily furprife and maffacre ihem.
•'

I fond you my fon," continued he at the end of the letter, " to be at the head of

" the army which you difpatch to attack and deftroy the French : it is my oli that

" inipires me ; and you are well acquainted with the misfortunes which come upon us

" w^hen we do not faithfully obey its mandates. My fon will give you a particular

" account of every thing that has palled ; and you will, no doubt, be filled with in-

*' dign.ition when you know the perfidious behaviour of thefe flrangers towards their

" mofl faithful ally." La Vatangue was extremely happy on receiving this intelligence

of the expedition of the forty Frenchmen ; but he had only time to be upon his

guard ; for two days after the arrival of his nephew, his fpies brought him word, that

the French were encamped at the diflance of a league from his village.

This chief fent them a prefent of rice, honey, and four oxen, begging them to in-

form him what was the intention of their journey, becaufe he had never feen fuch a

numerous body of Europeans in the interior parts of the ifland. La Forge, who com-

manded this detachment, returned for anfwer, that he had orders to fubjed his coun-

try to the dominion of Fort Dauphin. The chief, alarmed at fo unexpeded an enter-

prize, requefted peace ; offered to give him four hundred oxen ; and obferved that his

country of Haye-Fontchy was at too great a diftance from the fort to excite the hatred

or jealoufy of the French. La Forge rejeded with difdain the propofals of the chief,

and had the madnefs to afk twenty thoufand oxen as the price of a peace. To fo

extravagant a demand La Vatangue made no reply ; but whilll thefe adventurers were

ranging through a field of fugar canes, he caufed them all to be flaughtered.

The particulars of the difafter which befel thefe forty adventurers, fent out by Cha-

margou, were known by a Portuguefe, who was the only perfon that efcaped, by

taking fhelter in a large marfh covered with reeds and (lagnated waier. In this place

he remained two days, concealed up to the neck in mud. The iflanders, who purfued

him, fearing that they would fink in the earth, which was foft and fpungy, fet fire

to the reeds, in order that they might oblige the Portuguefe to come forth ;
but under

cover of the thick finoke, occafioned by this conflagration, he had the good fortune

to efcape. The iflanders wiflied much to defiroy this man, that Chamargou might

not receive intelligence of the fate of his companions, and come to attack them

before the arrival of Uian Manangue, who was fliU with his army in the country of

the Machicores.

The Portuguefe, related that their expedition had been attended with fuccefs till

they fell in with La Vatangue. Their number fpread terror and coniternaiion

throughout all the villages where they pafTed : the chiefs paid, without he fitation, the

contributions which were exaftcd ; and they were on the point of reaping the fruit of

a long and fatiguing journey, when the infatiable rapacity of their conmiandcr occa-

fioned their ruin, and the lols of their rich booty.

Chamargou, in this relation, ought to have perceived thejufl punlfhment of thefe

unfortunate plunderers, who were going to ravage countries over which they had no
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kind of authority: but this governor, inflead of profiting by the lefTon given him,

formed the fatal refolution of carrying fire and the fword amongft the Malegaches. He
fet out, therefore, at the head of thirty Frenchmen, followed by a fmall army of

Manamboulefe ; flaughtered without diftinftion both women and children ; fet fire

to all the villages which he found in the courfe of his march ; and took poflefTion of

the donac of Dian Manangue. Father Mannier, the only miffionary who remained,

carried his flandard during this bloody and inhuman expedition, on the particulars of

which I fliall not farther enlarge. An eye-witnefs, who was afterwards provincial

comraiflary of artillery, publifhed an account of it in 1722, in a work entitled, ^
Voyage to Madagafcar, by M. V.

The manufcripts which furnifhed me with materials for this relation, do not agree

in every point with that author ; but it appears that Chamargou was obliged, by an

abfolute fcarcity of provifions, to make an attempt to regain Fort Dauphin. When
he arrived at the great river Mandrarey, and was endeavouring to crofs it, Dian
Manangue, who had watched his motions, appeared on the oppofite bank with an army
of fix thoufand men to oppofe his paflage. This chief, bearing the furplice and fquare

cap of the millionary Stephen at the head of his forces, braved the French, who were

on the point of periihing by famine. In the mean time La Cafe arrived, accompa-

nied by ten Frenchmen, and three thoufand Androfaces, who were his fubjeds, or rather

the fubjedts of his wife, Dian-Nong. As foon as this brave man came up he ruflied into

the water, ordered his people to fire upon the enemy, and by the terror of his name,

rather than the fuperiority of his arms, forced them to quit the borders of the river,

and to betake themfelves to flight. Though the approach of night ought to have pre-

vented him, he then fet forward to purfue them. Having difcovered Dian Manangue,
amidft a numerous body of the iflanders, he wilhed to throw himfelf upon him

:

but Rabazc, a friend and favourite of the chief, had the courage to flop him, and to

facrifice his life to fave that of his fovereign. The darknefs of night only put

an end to the carnage : but on the conclufion of this bloody war Fort Dauphin
was again reduced to the mofl: deplorable ftate of diftrefs. The chiefs ceafed to fend

in provifions, and even intercepted thofe which the garrifon endeavoured to procure

from diflant parts. Dian Manangue, who pretended to be fovereign lord of a great

part of the ifland, threatened our eftablifhment with a formidable army ; and his pre-

fence alone would have occafioned a famine, had it not been for five thoufand

cattle, which La Cafe found means to convey into the fort. All the expeditions of

this extraordinary man were attended with the mofl: complete fuccefs. With thirteen

Frenchmen, and two thoufand Androfaces, he defeated Dian Ravaras, who was at the

head of an army of eighteen thoufand men, and took from him twenty-five thoufand

oxen, and five thoufand flaves. The great celebrity of La Cafe made the council of

the company, at length, fee the necefllty of employing and rewarding a man, who had

rendered them fuch fignal fervices, and who was ft;ill capable of rendering them much
greater.

They, therefore, fent hira a lieutenant's commiffion ; made him at the fame time a

prefent of a fword, and congratulated him on his fuccefs.

La Cafe charged M. de Rennefort, who was returning to France, to thank the com-
pany for the new marks of favour conferred on him, and to inform them, that he

would undertake the conqueft of the ifland with two hundred Frenchmen, and realize

the other advantageous projefts, which he had already had the honour of propofing,

if they would agree that he fliould be accountable to them only for his conduct.

It does not, however, appear that the company adopted tliis plan, which was

9 more
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more that of a brave foldier than of an enlightened governor ; for an honeft man
refpeds the laws of hofpitality, and laments to fee the principles of juftice and humanity
violated for the fordid interefts of commerce.

In 1 666, the marquis of Mondevergue was appointed by the king to the general

command of all the French eftabhlhments fituated on the other fide of the equinoftial

;

and Caron and La Faye had, at the fame time, the management of all the commerce
of the Indies. The marquis of Mondevergue arrived at Fort Dauphin on the loth of

March 1667, in a veflel of thiity-fix guns, and was followed by a fmall fleet of nine

fhips, on board which were two direftors of the Indies, an attorney general, four com-
panies of infantry, ten chiefs of colonies, eight merchants, and thirty-two women.
As foon as Mondevergue arrived, he caufed himfelf to be proclaimed admiral, and

governor-general of the French colonies in the Eafl. He was, however, obliged

to have recourfe to La Cafe, in order to procure provifions for his fleet. La Cafe,

ever ready to ferve his country, provided for the whole ; and befides this, brought

about a reconciliation between the French and Dian Manangue, whofe bravery and
intelligence were not to be defpifed. This chief, who at the fort was flyled the prince

of Mandrary, fwore obedience and fidelity to the governor general.

Caron, who was a Dutchman, did not remain long at Fort Dauphin. He fet out

for Surat, with a great part of the fleet, in order to take the management of that

fettlement.

La Faye, however, continued at Fort Dauphin ; and in the month of November
1670, another fleet of ten fliips arrived, commanded by M. de la Haye, captain of

the Navarre, a veflel of fifty-fix guns. All thefe fliips belonged to the king, and were

equipped with the war complement of arms and men. La Haye afl^umed the quality

of general and admiral, with the authority of viceroy, and made Chamargou fecond in

command, and La Cafe major of the ifland. At this period, the company had given

up to the king the fovereignty of Madagafcar.

The Marquis of Mondevergue, to whofe option it had been left either to remain

governor of the ifland, or to return to France, chofe the latter courfe, and embarked
in a fl^p called the Mary, in the month of February 1671. On his arrival at Port

Louis, he found a comniiflTary, who had orders to make him give an account of his

adminiflration. The company were much incenfed againfl: him ; for La Haye, with

whom he had quarrelled, had afperfed his charafter, and accufed him of feveral mif-

demeanors. Though the public voice was in his favour, this brave officer, who had
governed the ifland with prudence, and re-efl:abliflied peace in it, was obliged to yield

to the fuperior influence of his adverfary, and died a prifoner in the caftle of Saumur.
La Haye, whofe authority was unlimited, now refolved to deliver himfelf from

thofe chiefs who gave him oflence ; and, accordingly, propofed to Chamargou and La
Cafe to declare war againfl: Dian Ramoufaye who had come to render him homage.
This chief, who refided nearefl: to Fort Dauphin, was fummoned to fend immediately

to the fort all the arms which he had received from the French. It may be readily

conjedured, that this demand was followed by an abfolute refufal. La Haye, there-

fore, ordered Chamargou and La Cafe to befiege Dian Ramoufaye in his village. They
had under their command feven hundred Frenchmen, and fix hundred Malcgaches :

but their attack was not attended with fuccefs ; for Dian Ramoufaye made fo vigorous

a defence, that the Frtnch were obliged to retire. This check did not appear natural
;

and it was believed that Chamargou, difcontenteJ at being only fecond in command,
in a country where he had always been firfl:, had contributed not a httle to the failure

of an enierprize, the injuflice of which they had not even deigned to conceal. How-
5 ii 2 ever



758 ROCHON 3 VOYAGE TO MADAGASCAR.

ever this may be. La Haye was fo much dejefted by the mifcarnage of his firft expe-

dition, th;.i he refolvcd to abandon Fort Dauphin, and to carry his forces to Surat, after

haviiig vifjted tiie ifland of Mafcarenhas, fmce called the Ifle of Bourbon.

The pride of this governor was very much hurt, to think that the whole extent of

his authority was not fufiicient to prevent Chamargou, who had the fuperiority over

him in point of local knowledge, from being able, by fecret machinations, to counter-

acl, at his pleafure, the operations which he wifhed to carry into efteft.

La Haye's departure was followed by the death of the brave La Cafe ; and it was

not difficult to forefee, that the lofs of this celebrated man would infallibly occafion

that of the colony.

At this period, it was well known, that the iflanders breathed nothing but ven-

geance againft us, and eagerly fought an opportunity of retaliating for our injuftice

and oppreffion. Our yoke was become odious and infupportable to them. Hif-

torians, for the honour of civilized nations, ought to bury in oblivion every detail

of the atrocious cruelties exercifed againll thofe people, whom they brand with the

odious epithets of barbarians, traitors, and thieves, becaufe they have revolted againft

fome European adventurers, whofe leaft crime was a violation of the facred rights of

hofpitality.

If the eftablifliment at Fort Dauphin fubfifted fo long, notwithftanding the deteft-

able adminiflration of thefe rulers; it was the name alone of La Cafe which kept the

Malegaches under fubjeftion to fo vicious a conftitution. The memor)' of that truly

extraordinary rrian is ftill held in great veneration among thefe iflanders. His bra-

very, joined to more valuable qualities, and above all, the alliance he contrafted

by his marriage with Dian-Nong, infpired them with fo much refped, that it was
only after his death, that all thefe chiefs united againft the wi-etched remains of the

French adventurers, whofe temporary fuccefles were always followed by memorable
difafter,.

La Cafe, without doubt, was of too warlike a difpofition, and this Is a ftain upon
his memory : but all people, almoft, have a fecret propenfity to this deftruftive fcourge,

which defolates the moft beautiful countries in the world, and occafions a thoufaiid

times more evils to mankind than all the other fcourges united. What man is there

whom a paffion for glory does not, fometimes, fo far intoxicate as to make him for-

get every fentiment of juftice and humanity ? It is very difficult for a brave foldier

to make his conduft, in every refpect, that of a philofopher ; and, under this point of

view, it would, perhaps, be unjuft to pafs a fevere cenfure upon all the aQions of him
who in Madagafcar did moft honour to his nation.

Chamargou furvived La Cafe only a fliort time, and was fucceeded by La Bretefche,

in the command of the fettlement. La Bretefche was La Cafe's fon-in-law ; but he

pofllfled neither the talents nor the influence of his predeceffor. Finding that it was
inipoflible for him to preferve his authority, amidft the divifion and dilorder which
prevailed between the French and the natives, he took advantage of a fiiip which had

touched at the ifland, and which was going to Surat, to embark for that colony with

his whole family. Several miihonaries, and fome Frenchmen, followed his example ;

but fcarccly had the vcilll let fail, when a fignal of diftrefs appeared hoilted on the

fort. '1 he captain of the veflel immediately ordered his boats to be launched, and
proceeded towards the fliore ; but he arrived only time enough to pick up, below the

walls, a few miferable wretches who had efcaped a general maffacre of the garrifon,

•which had been eftefted in confequence of orders given, for that purpofe, by Dian-

Ramoufaye, and other chiefs in the neighbourhood. Such was the difmal end of a

10 colony
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colony wliich might have become floiiiifliinrj and ufcful to commerce, had not thofe

who directed it taken every method they could to render the French name odious to

thefe people, naturally mild, hofpitable, and humane.
Among the dillercnt memoirs which I have confulted in compiling this hiflorical

account of the tirll eflablifliments of the French in the fouthern part of JMadagafcar, I

mufl make honourable nii-ntion of a manufcript given me by 1\I. de Malelherbe. That
miniftcr, dear to the iciences and to letters, whofe venerable name is never pronounced

but accompanied with that tribute of homage and refpect which are due to know-
ledge united with virtue, had the goodnefs to add to it a large map of Madagafcar,

accurately delineated and executed with great care. That map, which he permitted

me to have reduced and engraved, is prefixed to this work.

The manufcript and 'he mnp which accompanied it were the produdion of M. Ro-
bert, who, in 1725, dedicated them to the duke de Chaulnes, whofe protedion he

then folicited, in order to form a new cllablilhment in the northern part of Mada^
galcar.

M. Robert hnd been taken by the pirates, and conducted to that ifland, where he
remained feveral years, which h'" employed ufefully in traverfmg its principal pro-

vinces, and nuking l;r.'.felf acquainted with their prodm^tions. The objeft of his plan

for an eilabliflKnent there was, m collect the riches which the pirates had difperfed

throughout the northern part of th', country, while it ferved them as a place of re-

fuge ; but this proje£t, the advantages of which would, perhaps, never have compen-
fated for the expence, was not came I into execution. At preient there are no con-

fiderable eftablilhments in Madagafcar but one, formed, of late years, hi the fouthern

part, by M. de IVIodave, a man of fp'iit and a brave officer, and another, in the northern

part, by count Benyowfki. I was at the Ifle of France in 1768, when M. de Modave
came, in the na iie of tiic king, to take polfefTion of the government of Fort Dauphin,

The duke de Praflin was then minifter of the marine, and had approved the plan pre-

fented to him by M. de Modave.

If the refult of this new enterprize did not correfpond with the hopes which the

miniflcr had entertained, it was becaufe every colony, not founded on the happinefs

and inltrudion of thofe people among whom an attempt is made to eflablilh it, will

always have temporary iucccfs only. It is not foldiers but artilans, farmers, and well-

informed and laborious men, that ought to be eftablifhed among fuch people. We
ought never to forget that the treaties of favages with the Europeans aie, in every

reljied, like thofe which children would make with philofophers ; and fince the treaties

hitherto formed with the Malegaches are evidently in that fituation, it would be highly

unjult to take advantage of them contrary to the interefts of thefe iflanders. There

are none but ftupid or dilhonefl men who can adix a value to contracts lb ridiculoufly

illufory. You have obtained by cunning, you have by force extorted conceflions from

the credulous inhabitants of foreign lands ; and becaufe they forefee not the danger to

which they expofe thcmfelves, by receiving you amongft them with friendlhip and

generofuy, you wifli even to turn their kindnei's againd them, and to make a right of

them in order to opprels them, and fubjetl them to your dominion.

If grent commercial advantages invite you to Madagafcar, adopt principles more juft

and humane.
For forming your eflablifhments, choofe farmers and mechanics. Thofe who know

the character of the IMalcgaches, entertain no doubt refpedting the reception which

thefe iflanders will give to men whofe frugal and adive lives baiiifh vice, and introduce

abundance.
Cultivating
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Cultivating the earth by the plough, and a number of other ufeful praftices, will

infpire thefe people with fentiiuents of gratitude and veneration. India will fupply

you with a multitude of ingenious artifans and weavers, who know how to manufatiure

cotton fluffs, and to give them thofe brilliant and durable colours which caufe thenn

to be fo much fought for in commercial countries.

Colouring fubflances, extrafted from vegetables, have not, in our frozen climates,

the fame fplendour and the fame ftrength, as in the fcorching climates of the torrid

zone.

The fruits of our gardens, which grow on wall trees, never afTume a ruddy colour,

but on that fide which is expofed to the rays of the fun.

We have no acid that fixes colours on cotton cloth, in fo lafting and unalterable a

manner, as the juice extrafted from Adam's fig-tree, which we call Bananier.

The Indians excel alfo in manufadturing filk fluffs. Several provinces of Mada-

gafcar would furnifh a great abundance of that valuable fubftance. So important a

branch of commerce ought the lefs to be neglefted, as the Malegaches, in the fouthern

part of the ifland, are acquainted with the method of preparing and weaving it, in order

to make veflments.

In the neighbourhood of the Bay of Antongll, I difcovered four kinds of cods, which

produce filk of an excellent quality.

The Malegaches diftinguifh them by the four following denominations.

The andeve is a cod almofl like that which, in the fouthern provinces of France,

furnifhes the befl filk.

The ande-vontaqua, another cod, fmaller than the preceding, furnifhes a lilk much
finer than that which comes from China, and equally beautiful.

The tree called anacau is covered, during a certain feafon of the year, with fmall

cods, which being fufpended by filaments hang from the leaves and branches. The
filk procured from thefe cods is remarkable for its flrength and finenefs ; but to divide

it properly, and to render it ufeful, the cods mull be preferved from the filth and dull

that fall from the tree. Thefe cods are known under the Name of andeanacau.

The fourth kind of filk is not fufceptible of being divided. The Malegaches call it

andefaraha. It is found in a kind of bag, which contains feveral hundreds of fmall

cods.

The wool of Madagafcar is beautiful; but the iflanders derive no benefit from it.

The Indians, however, would eafily teach them to prepare it, and we Ihould foon be

indebted to them for a new and highly important branch of commerce. There are

few oriental travellers who are not acquainted with thofe fine woollen fluffs known in

Bengal by the name oi JJmwls, which the Mahometans ufe for turbans. This fluff

cofls no lefs than an hundred piftoles the yard,' when the fuperfine wool of the Cache-

mirian fheep has been employed in manuiafturing it.

So exorbitant a price muft furprife thofe who know the cheapnefs of labour in

India, and at what a low rate raw materials may be procured in that country. It is,

however, with very rude inftruments that the Indian, more dextrous and more patient

than the European, is enabled to weave thefe valuable ftufls.

Should France wifh, in the courf'e of time, to fhare with India and China, the ad-

vantageous trade which they carry on in woollen and filk fluffs, and printed cottons,

I think, and many intelligent men are of the fame opinion, that this might be accom-
plifhed, by forming at Madagafcar, upon proper principles, a colony of Indian

weavers, who fliould be under the proteftion of the Ifles of France and Bourbon. It

would, however, be neceffary to introduce there, at the fame time, thofe celebrated

machines ufed at Mancheller, for carding and fpinning both coarle and fine cotton and

wool ;
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wool ; for the art of manufa(Eturing cloth would be confined then merely to the

weaver; and, certainly, the Indian weavers have a decided fuperiority over thofe of
Europe. Such an afiertion does not tend to depreciate our induftry. 1 am perfe(Sly

fenfible that it would be highly abfurd to put the villages on the banks of the Ganges
in competition with our large manufadiories. This would be comparing the produc-
tions of patience and fkill with thofe of genius.

The induftry of the Indian is not confined merely to the trade of weaving. He
underflands the art of cultivating the earth equally well, and knows how to prepare

fugar and indigo. Under his hand clay alfumes a variety of Angular forms ; and the

carthen-warc of India is even fought for and efteemed in Europe.

The Indian is no lefs expert than the Chinefe in the lapidary art. To cut and pierce

the hardeft ftcnes, he makes ufe of adamantine fpar pulverifed, and moiftened with oil.

He employs this fubftance, which is of very little value in India, for the fame pur-

pofes as diamond powder is employed in Europe. The Indian knows, alfo, how to

render the bamboo ufeful in manufaftures. He makes paper of it, and likewife fur-

niture, palanquins, and velfels for holding water. This tree is a fpecies of large reed,

from the joints of which there diftils a kind of fugar, much efteemed by the orientals.

This reed rifes fometimes to the height of an hundred feet ; and the hardnefs and light-

nefs of its wood caufe it to be employed for a variety of ufes.

The fugar-cane is a fpecies of reed which rifes to the height of ten feet. It is-

ufually about three inches in circumference ; and is covered with a kind of bark,

which contains a fpongy fubftance. It is divided into joints by knots placed at the

diftance of five inches from each other ; and on the top it bears a number of leaves,

fomewhat like thofe of the common water-flag.

This plant is cultivated in feveral countries of Afia and Africa. Every kind of

foil is not equally proper for it : that where the earth is deep and light, feems to be
the heft.

Plantations of the fugar-cane do not require very fevere labour. It is fufficient to

form furrows in the ground, at the diftance of three feet from each other : they ought

to be no more than a foot in breadth, and fix inches in depth. In thefe furrows the

canes are laid lengthwife, and covered with earth. From each knot they fend forth

young fhoots, but they do not come to maturity, fo as to be fit for cutting, till the

end of eighteen months. A month after the ftioots begin to appear, all the weeds
around them muft be pulled up : but this care is not neceflary when tiie cane is per-

fectly formed.

After the canes have been cut, new fhoots fpring up from the old roots, which at

the end of fifteen months afford a Iccond crop, but their produce is only one half of

the firft. Nothing but want of hands to replant, can induce a proprietor to feek more
than two crops from his plantation.

When the canes are cut, the next bufinefs is to fqueeze them immediately in the

mill. This operation requires tedious labour during the night ; for if the juice remains

more than twenty-four hours in the ciftern from which it is conveyed to the firft

boiler, it beccmes lour. From the firft boiler, it is fucceflively removed into others,

till it is converted into fugar. It is pjrified from that gummy fubftance which pre-

vents it from becoming white and folid, by throwing into the lull boiler a ftrong

lixivium of wood-allies and quick-linic. It may be readily perceived, that what con-

tributes moll to the relief of the fluves, depends principally on the produce of the mill.

The fptedier the juice is extrafted, the fooner will they be freed from night labour,

fo prejudicial to their health. Nothing, therefore, Ihould be negledcd that can give

fugar-
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fugar-mills every pofllble degree of power and adivity ; and it is, certainly, neither by

mules nor weak falls of water that fo falutary an end can be attained. Views of intereit

unite here with the principles of humanity, to engage the planters to introduce in

their mills the ufe of the fleam-engine.

The woody part of the fugar cane, known under the name oi tnijh*, is more than

fufficient for keeping up ebullition in the boiler of a fteam-engine, as well as in all the

boilers employed in making fugar.

The fertility of Madagafcar, and the valuable produdlions contained in the bofotn

of that important ifland, cannot fail of affording induftry the means of eftablifliing a

great and exttnfive trade. It is under this point of view, according to my ideas, that

we ought iii future to confider fuch fettlements as we may wifli to form at Madagafcar.

Though M. de Modave approached nearer to the accomplifhment of this objett than

any of his predecelVors, his views were not foimded upon a bafis fufficiently foiid, and

capable of rendering the eftablKhment which he was commiflioned to form, long,

flourifliing and happy. This was the opinion of M. Poivre. That truly celebrated

man had conducted, with prudence, for feveral years, the French eftablKhments be-

yond the Cape of Good Hope, and had refided a long time at Madagafcar, in order

to make himfelf acquainted with its moft ufeful productions. He was intendant of the

Ifles of France and Bourbon, at the time when M. de Modave began his liettlement

;

and it may be readily imagined of what weight the opinion of that gentleman, dif-

tinguiflied by his virtues and knowledge, mufl: have been. It is to his indefatigable

zeal that France will foon be indebted for the advantage of fharing with Holland in the

rich commerce of fpiceries. He confidered it as one of the firfl duties of an admi-

niftrator, to exercife and excite the emulation of all thofe in whom he perceived talents

which he thought might be cultivated with advantage. He profited, above all, by

thofe of the celebrated Commerfon. That learned naturalift had accompanied M. de

Bougainville in his voyage round the world, and had formed an immenfe colledtion of

plants, and of every objeft of natural hiflory to be found in the countries which he

had vifited. 1 he relation of his voyage, therefore, was likely to afford a variety of

interefling obfervations ; and he was well alTured that if he went immediately to

France, his ufeful labours would not remain unrewarded. He however renounced all

thefe advantages as foon as he knew that M. Poivre wifhed to employ him in pro-

curing new information. After acquiring a thorough knowledge of the natural hiftory

of th-; Ifles of France and Bourbon, he proceeded to Madagafcar in the year 1769, and

M. de Modave, who was then governor of Fort Dauphin, gave him every afFiflance in

his power to enable him to render farther fervices to fcience. It is much to be re-

gretted that the accounts of thefe important difcoveries fhould have been loft or dif-

perfed after the death of this Indefatigable man, who was carried off when he wasjuft

on the point of enjoying the fruits of his ufeful refearches. The only differtatlon of

Tiis now remaining that is any way interefting, concerns the Kimos, which I fhall here

tranfcribe, and add to It a fhort memoir of M. de Modave on the fame fubjeff.

" Thofe who are fond of the marvellous, and who no doubt muft be difpleafed

" with me for having reduced the pretended gigantic ftature of the Patagonians to fix

" feet, will accept, perhaps, by way of indemnification, an account of a race of pigmies

" who fall into the oppofite extreme. I here fpeak of thofe dwarfs, in the interior

*' parts of the large ifland of Madagafcar, who form a confiderable nation, called in

* The French call the woody part of the fugar cane, after the juice ha» been extrafted, bagaje ; but the

En«lilh planters in the Well Indies call it trajh, T.
" the



ROCHOn's voyage to MADAGASCAR. "jS^

the Madecaffe Innguage, Quimos or Kimos, The diflingulfhing charaflerlRics of
thefe fniall people are, that they are whiter or at lead paler in colour, than all the

negroes hitherto known ; that their arms arc; lb long that they can Rretch thair

hands below their knees without flooping ; and that the women have fcarcely any
breafts, except when they fuckle ; and even then, wc are aflured, the greater part

of them are obliged to make ufe of cow's milk in order to nourifh their young.
With regard to intelleclual faculties, thefe Kimos are noC inferior to the other in-

habitants of Madagafcar, who are known to be very lively and ingenious, though
they abandon thcmfclves to the utmofl indolence ; but we are told that the Kimos,
as they are much more aftive, are alfo much more warlike, fo that their courage
being, if wc may ufe the expreflion, in the double ratio of their ftature, they have
never yet been overcome by their neighbours, who have often made attempts for

that purpofe. Though attacked with fuperior ftrength and weapons, for they are

not acquainted with the ufe of gunpowder and fire-arms, like their enemies, they

have always fought with courage, and retained liberty amidft their rocks, which,

as they are extremely difficult of accefs, certainly contribute very much to their

fafety. They live there upon rice, various kinds of fruits, roots and vegetables,

and rear a great number of oxen and fheep with large tails, which form alfo a part

of their fubfiftence. They hold no communication with the diiferent caftes by
whom they are furrounded, either for the fake of commerce or on any account

whatever, as they procure all their neceflaries from the lands which they poffefs.

As the objecl of all the petty wars between them and the other inhabitants of the

ifland, is to carry away on either fide a few cattle or flaves, the diminutive fize of

the Kimos faves them from the latter injury. With regard to the former, they are

fo fond of peace that they refolve to endure it to a cercam degree ; that is to fay,

till they fee from the tops of their mountains a formidable body advancing, with

every hollile preparation, in the plains below. They then carry the fuperfluity of

their flocks to the entrance of the defiles, where they leave them ; and, as they

fay themfelves, make a voluntary facrifice of them to the indigence of their elder

brethren ; but at the fame time denouncing with the feverefl threats to attack them
without mercy fliould they endeavour to .penetrate farther into their territories : a

proof that it is neither from weaknefs nor cowardice, that they purchafe tranquillity

by prefents. Their weapons are affagays and darts, which they ufe with the utmoll

dexterity. It is pretended, if they could, according to their ardent wifhes, hold

any intercourfe \\ith the Europeans, and procure from them fire-arms and ammu-
nition, they would act on the ofienfive as well as the defenfive againit their

neighbours, who would then perhaps think themfelves very happy to prelervc peace.

" At the diftaiice of two or three days journey from Fort Dauphin, the inhabitants

of that part of the countty fhew a niunber of Imall barrows or earthen hillocks, in

the form of graves, which, as is faid, owe their origin to a great maffacre of the

Kimos, who were defeated in the field by their anceilors*. However this may be,

a tradition generally believed in that diitrid, as well as in the whole ifland of Ma-
dagafcar, of the actual exiflence of the Kimos, leaves us no room to doubt that a

part at leafl of what v/e are told relpeding thefe people is true. It is aftonilhing that

every thing which we know of this nation is collected irom their neighbours ; that^

no one has yet made obfervations on the fpot where they rtfide ; and that neither

• I am furprifed that M. de Commerfon did not endeavour to afccrtaiu the truth of this f»fl, by digging
vip the earth ot lome of thefe barrows.

VOL. XVI. 5 F *' the
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" the governor of the Ifles of France and Bourbon, nor the commanders at the dif-

" ferent fettlements which the French pofleffed on the coafl: of Madagafcar, ever at-

" tempted to penetrate into the interior parts of the country, with a view of adding this

" difcovery to many others which they might have made at the fame time.

" To return to the Kimos, I can declare, as being an eye-witnefs, that in the voyage
" which I made to Fort Dauphin, about the end of the year 1770, the Count de
" Modave, the laft governor, who had already communicated to nie part of his ob-
" fervations, at length afforded me the fatisfadion of feeing among his flaves a Kimos
" woman, aged about thirty, and three feet feven inches in height. Her com-
" plexion was indeed the faireft I had feen among the inhabitants of the ifland ; and I

" remarked that flie was well limbed though fo low of ftature, and far from bemg ill

" proportioned ; that her arms were exceedingly long, and could re^ch without bending
" the body as far as the knee ; that her hair was Jhort and woolly ; that her features,

" which were agreeable, approached nearer to thofe of an European than to an inha-

" bitant of Madagafcar ; and that ihe had naturally a pleafant look, and was good-
" humoured, fenfible, and obliging, as far as could be judged from her behaviour.
" With regard to breafts, I law no appearance of them except the nipples: but this

" fmgie obfervation is not at all fufficient to eftablifh a variation from the common
" laws of nature.

" A little before our departure from Madagafcar, a defire of recovering her liberty,

" as much as a dread of being carried away from her native country, induced this

*' little flave to make her efcape into the woods.
" Every thing confidered, I am inclined firmly to believe in this new variety of the

" human fpecies, who have their characleriltic marks as well as their peculiar manners,
" and who inhabit mountains from fixteen to eighteen hundred fathoms high above the

" level of the fea.

" Diminution of flature, in refpeft to that of the Laplanders, is almofl: graduated as

" from the Laplander to the Kimos. Both inhabit the colded regions and the higheft
*' mountains in the world. Thofe of Madagafcar, where the Kimos live, are, as I have
" already obferved, fixteen or eighteen hundred fathoms high above the level of the

" fea. The vegetable produclions which grow on thefe elevated places appear to be
" ftunted, fuch as the pine, the birch, and a great many others, which from the clafs

" of trees defcend to that of humble fhrubs, merely becaufe they have become alpicolcs,

" that is to fay, inhabitants of the highefl mountains."

To this extract from Mr. Commerfon's Memoir on the Kimos, I fliall add a few ob-

fervations by M.de Mod.ive on the fame fubjefl:.

" When I arrived," fays he, " at Fort Dauphin, in 1768, an ill-written memoir
•' was tranfmitted to me, which contained fome particulars concerning a fingular people

" called in the language of Madagafcar the Kimos, who inhabit the middle of the ifland,

" about the tvventy-fecond degree of latitude. I had heard mention of them feveral

" times before, but in fo confufed a manner that I fcarcely paid any attention to a fad
" which deferves to be cleared up, and which relates to a nation of dwarfs, who live

" in fcciety, governed by a chief, and protected by civil laws.

" 1 had found in the relation of Flacourt a paffage ref'peding this nation ; but it made
" no imprefTion on my mind, becaufe Flacourt rejeds the hiftory of thefe pigmy people
" as a fable, invented by the players on the hcrraou, a kind of buffoons, or rather im-
*' poflors, who fpend their time in reciting abfurd talcs and romances.

" Flacourt calls thefe dwarfifli people pigmies, and mixes their hijlory with that ofa
** pretended race of giants, who, as the ancient tradition of Madagafcar affures us,

10 " occafioned
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** occafioned formerly great ravage in the iflind. Flacourt relates, after thefe players
" on the htriiioit, that the pigmies fome time ago invaded the country of AnoHi, from
•' which they were driven by the Etanos, who are' the original inhabitants of that dif-
*' tri(5f. The Etanos furrounded the pigmies on the banks of the river Itaoera, and
" having maffacred them all, afterwards heaped together in that fpot a multitude of
" flones, to cover the bodies of their enemies, and to ferve as monuments of the vic-
*' tory which they had gained over them.

" After procuring at Fort Dauphin and the neighbourhood all the information poffi-

" ble, I refolved to fend a detachment to difcover the country pf thefe pigmies. The
" detail of this expedition is conftgned to my journal ; but, either on account of the
" infidelity of the guides, or their want of courage, it was not attended with fuccefs.
*'

1 had, however, the pleafure to afcertain the exiltence of a nation of dwarfs, who
" inhabit a certain diftrict of the ifland.

" Thefc people are called Quimos or Kimos. The ordinary height of the men is three
" feet five inches, and that of the women a few inches lefs. The men wear their beards
" long, and cut in a round form. The Kimos are thick and fquat ; the colour of their

" fkin is lighter than that of the other iflanders ; and thtir hair is (h >'t and woolly.
" They manutadure iron and fteel, of which they make lances and alfagays. Thefe
" are the only arms which they employ to defend themfelves from their enemies, who
" attempt to c'^rry off their cattle. \Vhen they perceive bands of travellers preparing
" to traverfe their country, they tie their oxen to trees on the frontiers, and leave other
" provifions, in or.ler that thele Grangers may find the means of fubfilting. When
" the itrangers, however, are fo imprudent as to molelt them, by behaving in a holtile

" manner, and are not contented with the prefents ufual in the like circumftances, the

dwarfifh Kimos know how to defend themfelves bravely, and repel by force thofc
" who have the temerity to attempt to penetrate into the valley where they refide, and
" to which accefs is extremely dilficult.

" Remouzai, who, in quality ot captain, followed the father of the Chief Maimbou,
" in the two unfortunate expeditions which he undertook againft ihele people, in order
" to carry away a part of their flocks, and afterwards fell them at Fort Dauphin, told

" me, that he owed his fafefy merely to the knowledge he had ol the high and ileep

" mountains by which their valley is furrounded. Remouzai had be n I'everal times
" among the Kimos, and was employed as a guide by Mainibou's father, when he
" ventured to attack them. The firlt incurfion had no fuccefs, but the fecond was
" much more hital : iMaimbou's brother was killed ; hia final! army was put to flight;

" and tile number of thofe who efcaped thefe pigmies was very inconfiderable. Not-
" withllanding all my refearches, i could never find any perfon except Rjmouzai,
" who was able to give me any certain accounts refpcding thefe two incuifions.

" Maimbou, with whom 1 had a good deal of intercourfe, for the pur|5o(e of pro-

" curing provifions to Fort Dauphin, was not old enough to accompany his lather in

" this expedition ; but he had conceived luch an averfion to the Kimos, that he fell

•' iiuo a violent pailion whenever 1 men.i Mied them in his prefence ; and he wilhed me
to exterminate that race of Apes, for fuch was the injurious appellation which he

" always bellowed upon them.
" A chief of the Mahaffalles, a people refiding near the Bay of St. Augulllne, who

" came from a chiel in the neighbourhood of the tort, with a view ot excftangmg (ilk

" and other merchandize for oxen, faid, in the hearing of one ot my olficers, that he
" had been fevcral times in the counti-y of the Kimos, and that he had even carric-d

*' on war againit them. I'his chief added, that for fome years, thele people had been

5 !• 2 harufled
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" haraffed by their neighbours, who had burnt feveral of their villages. lie boafted,
*' alfo, of having in his poireflion a man and a woman of that race, who he faid were
*' about the age of twenty, or twenty-five.

" From the accounts of this chief and Remou^ai, I am inclined to think, that the
" valley of the Kimos is abundant in cattle and provifions of every kind. Thefe
" little people are induftrious, and apply with much {kill and labour to the cultivation of
*' the earth. Their chief enjovs a much more abfolute authority, and is more re-

" fpefted, than any of the other chiefs in the different diftricls of Madagafcar. I was
*' not able to learn the extent of the valley which they "inhabit. I know only that it

*' is furrounded by very high mountains ; that it is fituated at the didance of fixty
*' leagues to the north-wefl: of Fort Dauphin ; and that it is bounded on the weft by
" the country of the Matatancs. Their villages are built on the fummits of fmall
" fteep mounts, which are fo much the more difficult to be afcended, as they have
" multiplied thofe obftacles that render approach to them almoft iniprafticablc. The
" chief of the Mahafialles and Remouzai did not agree refpecfing two points
*' which are particularly worthy of being afcertained. The general opinion of the
" people of Madagafcar is, that the Kimos women have no brealts, and that they
*' nourifh their children wath cows milk. It is afferted, alfo, that they have no men-
" flrual flux ; but that at thofe periods when other women are fubjefl: to this cvacua-
" tion, the fkin of their body becomes of a blood-red colour. Remouzai allured mc
" that this opinion was well founded ; but the chief of the Mahaffalles contradicted it.

" We mufl, therefore, fufpend our judgment on this head ; and be cautious in giving
*' credit to pha:nomena which appear to deviate fo much from general rules, and to

" extend to a certain number of individuals only.
" I procured a Kimos woman, who was taken in war, fome years ago, by a chief

*' of the province of Mandrarcy. This woman is rather of a tall ftature, confidering
*' the general meafure allowed to the females of her nation

; yet her height does not
*' exceed three feet feven inches. She is between thirty and thirty-two years of age ;

*' her arms are very long ; her hands have a great refemblance to the paws of an ape ;

*' and her bofom is as flat as that of the leaned man, without the leaft appearance of
" breafts. My little Kimos was remarkably thin and meagre when Hie arrived at Fort
** Dauphin ; but when flie was able to gratify her voracious appetite, flie became ex-
*' tremely lufty ; and I am of opinion, that when flie is in her natural fl:ate, her fea-

" tures will be well worth a carefid obfervation. The chief who fold me this Kimos
" woman told me, that he had a Kimos man at home, and that he would endeavour
" to fend him to me.

" Had the enterprife I undertook a few months ago fucceeded better, I fliould cer-

" tainly have embraced the opportunity of fending to France a male and female of
*' thefe pigmies ; but I hope to be more fortunate in future. It is certainly nothing
** wonderful to meet with dwarfs in a country fo vait and extenfive as the ifland of
" Madagafcar, the furface of which contains various climates, and abounds with a
" multitude of difierent productions ; but a r€A race of pigmies, living in fociety, is

*' a phasnomenon that cannot well be palled over in fdence."

To thefe accounts of M. de Modavc, and M. de Commeifon, might be added that

of an officer who procured a Kimos, whom, as he told me, he wifhed to carry to France

;

but M. de Surville, who commanded the veflcl in which he had taken his paflTage,

would not permit him.
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Of the North-East Part of Madagascar.

THE north-eafl part of the ifland of MaJagafcar is a rich magazine for tijc colonies

in the Ifles of France and Bourhon. The molt frequented ports in this part, are Foule-

pointe, St. Mary, and the Bav of Antongil. It is in ihefe three places that the French
have attempted to form all their eflablifliments. A foldier in the fervice of the Eaft-India

Company, whofe name was Bigorne, gave me fome intereliing information refpecling

the fcttlemcnts of the pirates in thefe diftridls. This man had gaio'^d the allcftion of

the iflanders, and by a long refidence amongfi: them had acquired a kind of influence

over thefe people, from which the directors of the Ifles of France and Bourbon, for

a long time, derived great advantages. It was from this man that I procured the greater

part of my knowledge refpeding the productions, ?s well as the manners and culloms

of the inhabitants of the norih-eafl part of Madagafcar.

The inhabitants of this coafl are flill better, and more humane than ihofe of the

province of Carcanofli. Thefe harmlefs people ufe neither locks nor bolts, and fliut the

doors of their houfes with nothing tlfe than thorns, or the branches of trees. Were
they even filled with riches, they would leave them in the fame manner, nor entertain

any dread of their being robbed. Their houfes, however, are conftruckd only of leaves

and mats, which mighi be broke through without much difficulty.

The pirates, who carried on their depredations in the Indian feas, alarmed at the

great preparations which were m^iking to put an end to their robbery, took refuge on
the north-eaft coaft of Madagafcar. It appears that they formed their eftablifhment

at the ifle of NclTy-Hibrahim, named by the French St. Mary. One of the extremi.

ties of this ifland reaches within eleven leagues of Foulepointc, and the other extends

to the Bay of Antongil.

By contrading alliances with the iflanders, the pirates gained their confidence and
friendlliip. It may, perhaps, appear furprifing that men who followed fo infamous

a profi.flion fliould not have been more detefted. This foreign land became to them
and their children a new country : they afluined its manners, and adopted its cuf-

toms. In fertile and rich regions, abounding in every tiling ntcefliiry for fubfiftence,

it is almofl: impoflible to find any advantage by attacking the property of another ; fincc

the only riches of the inhabitants are thofe of the foil, and the foil belongs in common
to all. It is not aftonifhing, therefore, that pirates returning continually to this place

of flielter to repair and re-vie'lual their fliips, Ihould be favourably received by the Male-

gaches, fince they Ihared in their opulence, without knowing how they acquired it.

They compared the conduct of thefe wretches with that of the crews of feveral

European veffels, and the comparifon was by no means favourable to the latter, "who

had more than once procured rcfreflimeuts by force, and who had e:ccrcifed the moil

barbarous cruelties againft the natives, burning their villages, or dcftroying them with

their cannon, when they did not bring them oxen, fowls, and rice, as expedilioufly

as they required. The people of Foulepointc have not yet forgotten, and often

relate, that at the beginning of this century, the crew of an European vcfl'el invited

a multitude of the iflanders into a large tent, and the moment it was filled, the

timber-work fell down, fo that by this ftratagem the Europeans were able to

feize a great number of them, whom they made flaves. Were I dilpofed to pafs

over fuch crimes in filence, I fliould think it uleful'to make mention of them, iu

order to fliew how many evils and atrocities our European prcdcceflbrs have lelt

us to repair.

The
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The pirates continued their depredations with fuccefs till the year 1722; but, at
this period, fevera! nations, alarmed by the enormous loffes which their commerce fuf-

tained, united together to deliver the Indian feas from the oppreffion of thefe formida-
ble tyrants, who had feized a large Portuguefe veflTel, in which were count de Receira
and the archbifliop of Goa, and the fame day another veiTel which carried thirty-two
guns. Both thefe valuable prizes were captured before the Ifle of Bourbon.

The pirates, accuftomed to war, and elated with their fuccefs, made a long and
defperate refiil;ance. Before they were extirpated it was necelTary to bring a confider-
able force againfl: them ; to terrify them by the fevereft punifhment, and to purfue them
through the mofl; imminent dangers, even to the place of their retreat, where they
vrere obliged to fet fire to their veHeis :—fuch were the fevere means employed to clear

the Indian feas of thefe plunderers, who had infefled them from the time that Vafco
de Gama opened a paflage to India, by the Cape of Good Hope. The entire deflruc-

tion of their maritime forces prevented the pirates from interrupting commerce any
more, and compelled them to quit the wretched eflablifhment which they had formed
at St. Mary, an ifland in tfie neighbourhood of Madagafcar.

Thefe banditti, however, being thus forced to renounce their former wandering
kind of life, began to think of fignalizing themfelves by new afts of atrocity. As they

could no longer exercife with advantage their infamous employment, in fertile coun-

tries where all property is confounded, and being too inferior in number to fubdue the

iflanders, one would have thought that no other means of doing mifchief were left for

them than to attempt to promote difcord among the inhabitants : but had they con-

fined themfelves merely to the exciting of quarrels and war among the iMalegaches,

this flame probably would have been foon extingui(hed ; and when tranquillity had en-

abled thefe iflanders to fee their real interefls, they would certainly not have failed

to attack the pirates, and to be re^-fenged on them for their perfidy. It was neceffary,

therefore, for the fuccefs of their pernicious defigns, that they fhould render war
advantageous to thefe people ; and the fale of prifoners, that is to fay, a trade in flaves,

anfwered two ends to them, that of fomenting and perpetuating divifions among the

Malegaches, and that of procuring a new mode of enriching themfelves, and of caufing

them to be courted and proteclcd by Eumpean nations, who favoured this deteftable

traffic. By this new crime the pirates, terminated their courfe of robbery—a crime

which depopulates and flill defolates the ifland of Madagafcar. This def\ru£live

fcourge, fince the moment of its birth, has not ceafed a moment to acquire new degrees

of vigour and aftivity. It would be as difficult to foretell the period when it will end,

as to eftimate the ravages to which it has given rife. Of all the evils and all the

diforders occafioned by the pirates, the greateft, without doubt, is that of having

introduced the ilave-trade into Madagafcar ; and yet I fhould think I difgraced my
pen, did I allow myfelf to trace out the picture of the atrocious cruelties they exercifed,

and the infamous flratagems they pradifed. The flave-trade is an inftitution fa much
the more abominable, as the evils which it produces are fcarcely felt by thofe who derive

profit from them. It would feem as if it required long ftudy and meditation to dif-

cover that liberty is connefted with the eflence and dignity of man ; and that it is

the height of injullice to have converted it, if I may ufe the exprtfiion, into a faleable

commodity. If this truth does not make that impreffion which it ought on en-

lightened nations, and force them to profcribe flavery, how can they flatter them-

felves that it will be perceived by favages involved in the darknefs of ignorance ? We
cannot, therefore, be furprized that the Malegaches, flruck with the advantages whicll

they continually derive from the fale of flaves, flill entertain a grateful remenibrance

of

1
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of thefe infamous men, to whom they think they are indebted for the greater part of their

riches.

Before thefe banditti eftahliftied themfelves in the ifland, cattle and fheep were of

no value. Rice and various kinds of provifions had no other price than that which was
affixed on them by navigators ; and it even appears, that during the time of their piracy,

they Ipent in drunkenncfs and debauchery, on their return from every expedition, ths

fruits of their long voyages.

Want of forellght is not uncommon among men accuflomed to a wandering and
diflipated life. The extreme profufion of thefe profligates is, therefore, no matter of
furprife ; but being more deceitful than prodigal, it is no wonder that they always

carefully endeavoured to conceal from thefe iflanders the impure fource from which
they derived their riches. This, perhaps, is the only point on which they were forced

to be prudent, under pain of incurring the hatred of thefe people, whofe friendfliip

it was their interefl; to preferve.

A recital of their Ihatneful and deteflable robberies would have carried terror and
alarm into thofe countries, where the leafl of thefe crimes was punifhed with death.

It is not to be doubted that the Malegaches would have exterminated fuch dangerous

guefts had they been fully acquainted with their vicious inclinations : but fmce their

memory is not execrated, and has not left in the minds of thefe people any traces of

their infamy, they muff have feduced them by a profound ditruuulation, and a deceit-

ful appearance of confidence and aifcclion. And how could favages pofl'efs fufficient

knowledge of mankind to be able to unmafk villains, exercifed from their infancy in

falffhood and cunning, and whofe inlerelt it was to conceal, or difguile the greater

part of their vices .''

I confefs that this explanation alone can afford fatisfaction, after the vain efforts

which I made on the fpor, with a view to difcover the true caufe of that kind of refpeiff,

or rather veneration, which the iVIalegaches entertain for the memory of thefe infamous
plunderers.

It was not at the time when the pirates were employed folcly in ravaging the Indian

feas that they were able to occafion great diforder at Madagat'car ; their flay in that

ifland was always very fhort, and being obliged to repair their veffels fpeedily, and
to procure provifions, they could not think of fowing divifion among thefe people,

who might have revenged themfelves during their abfence on their women and
chilc'ren, and have entirely ruined their efhiblifhments ; and it was only at certain

periods that they could give themfelves up to all the exceHes of drunkennefs and de-

bauchery. But when they were forced to renounce their infamous profeiTion, they

followed a plan of life entirely different. Their views then were diretfed towards

tl;e means of recovering a part of thofe riches which they had imprudently dillipated,

and to fecure the protedion of the Europeans by opening to thein a branch of com-
merce, with the extent and importance of which they were well acquainted. Thefe
profligatep, therefore, were the firfl who introduced the flave-trade into the north-eafl

part of Madagafcar. This we are told by all the traditions of the country, and it was
confirmed to me by La Bigorne. It was not, however, without caufing much trouble

and diforder that ihey were able, about the year 1722, to overciMne the averfion which
the Malegaches had for that horrid traflic. Before this epoch feveral European fhips

had made vain efforts to induce them to fell their prifoners and malefaiHors. '1 heir

negociatioiis for this purpofe, initead of being attended with fuccefs, were rejected

with indignation, and fometimes punilhed in an exemplary manner, when they ven-

tured to employ ftratagem or force. The pirates were too well acquainted with the

intrepid
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intrepid fpirit of the Malegaches to ufe thefe means ; and they were fenfible that they

were too few in number to fubdue them, or to didlate to them concernin^^ a trade which

they dctefted. The leaft violence, in this refpect, would have occafioned their dellruc-

tion ; and with ftili more certainty that of their wives and children. I'he fureft

way of accomplifhing their end, therefore, was to kindle up amongft thefe people the

flames of difcord ; and, taking advantage of their inteftine wars, to prevail on them
to difpofe of their prifoners, who, on account of their number, could not fail of being

a burthen to them. But it was of the utmofl; importance to the fuccefs of their views,

in the midft of thefe diforders, to be on a good footing with both parties, and to

affume in appearance the office of mediators. It was requifite, alfo, that thev fliould

wait for a favourable opportunity, or at leaft a plaufible pretext for putting their odiou*

plot in execution, and this was not long wanting.

The Belhalimenes, a people in the interior part of the counti7, had quitted their

villages, and had flocked in great numbers towards the place where the pirates lived,

with a view of procuring different articles of commerce, which they conhdered either

as ufeful or convenient. They particularly fought for the beautiful ftuifs of India,

Mafulipatam handkerchiefs, muflins, and fome other kinds of goods of lefs value.

The inhabitants on the fea-coaft, known under the name of Antivarres and Mani-

voulefe, beheld thefe ftrangers amongft them with great pteafure ; and they would
have thought themltlves deficient both in that hofpitality and affection which they

owed to the pirates, had they in the leaft inteirupted their commerce, or prevented

them from procuring fuch cattle and provifions as were neccffary lor victualling

their fliips.

The Bethalimenes, who are a more economical and courageous people than the

Antavarres and the Rlanivoulefe, when they faw that the fource of the wealth of

the pirates was exhaufted, by the abfolute deftru£i:ion of their marine, began to pre-

pare for returning to their villages with their riches. The Antavarres and the Ma-
nivoulefe would not have oppofed their departure, had not the pirates ufed their ut-

moft endeavours to excite them to plunder, by reprefenting to them, that thefe valua-

ble effects which ou^ht to be the reward of their labour and attachment, would be for

ever loft to them, if they fuffered them to be carried away, and dilpcrfed in the inte-

rior parts of the country. After a long refiftance, founded folely on that refpcft which is

due to hofpitality, the Antavarres and the Manivoulefe fuffered themfelves to be overcome,

and hurried into an uujuft war. This cruel war gave rife to all thofe which afterwards

deluged the north-eail part of Madagafcar with blood. Before that period thefe people

lived in peace, and thofe petty divifions of little importance which are infcparable from all

focieties, never were ot long duration, and left behind them no traces of animofity.

The pirates were artful enough never to be feen in the armies of the Antavarres and the

Manivoulefe, without alfuming the appearance of the ftricteft neutrality. They, how-

ever, fold at a very high price to thefe people, who were their friends, arms and war-

like ammunition ; but while they refufed the like affiftance to the Bethahmenes, they

fecretly advifed them, in the moft treacherous manner, to exchange with an Euro-

pean veffel, newly arrived at Fou'epointe, their prifoners for fire-arms and ammuni-

tion. The Bethalii)!enes, highly irritated at the excelles committed by the Antavarres

and the Manivoulefe againft them, eagerly followed this advice. By making a brave

defence they had taken a great number of prifoners ; and as thefe prifoners were a

burthen to them, thty law it would be advantageous to fell them, in ordef to procure

fire-arms, which were neceffary to repel the attacks of their enemies.

5 The
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The Bethalimenes were extremely thankful to the pirates for having taught them

how to make the Antavarres and the Manivoulefe repent of their injuftice, by ena-

bling them to procure arms and anmiunitiori, fuflicient to intimidate thefe diflurbers of

their tranquillity. They even found themfelves much better provided with thefe ar-

ticles than their enemies, v\'ho were now no longer in a condition to throw any ob-

ftacles in the way of their departure. Thefe fame iflanders, therefore, who had always

(hewn the mod invincible repugnance to fell their prifoners, fuddenly changed their

principles on this point ; and yet thefe people confider us as cannibals. The efibrts

which the Europeans had inceilantly made to procure flaves, either by force or flrata-

gem, contributed not a little to confirm them in this unfavourable opinion. The ene-

mies of the whites, whofe number was very confiderable, took a pleafure in giving

flrength to this odious calumny j and I may venture to afTcrt, that it has been per.

petuated in fuch a manner, from generation to generation, that it ftill fubfifts. If any

method can be devifed of deftroving fo degrading an accufation, it certainly niufl be by

carefully educating amongfl us fome young Medecafles, and afterwards fending them
back to their own country. When they have become acquainted with our manners,

our arts, and eur induftry, we may eafily infpire them with quite contrary fentiments.

However little we reflcft on the falutary confequences that would enfue from fuch a

plan, it will appear altonifliing that it has been fo long neglefted.

It I have allowed myfelf to pafs over in filence the long feries of war which from

that epoch never ceafed to defolate the northern part of ^Iadagafcar, I cannot help

obferving, that the pirates alone kindled up amongit thefe iflanders the flames of dil-

cord ; and, at the fame time, conciliated the - afi'edions of the Antavarres and the

Manivoulefe, as well as that of the Bethalimenes.

After this, the Europeans no longer difdained to feek their protection. The pub-

lic fale of prifoners fervcd to foment the flames of their hatred and vengeance ; and

thefe two fcourges united fet no other bounds to their ravages than the entire depo-

pulation of an ifland, celebrated by its extent and prodigious fertility. What, a num-
ber of viftims facrificcd to the infatiable avarice of a few plunderers !

Ye juft: and companionate, behold what it has cofl:, in blood and crimes, to bring

your colonies to that kind of profperity, the greater part of the advantages of which

you daily hear exaggerated ; as if that profperity, always precarious, were not more
apparent than real ; fmce the opulence of a few is founded only on the mifery and flavery

of the multitude.

The flavc-trade, a{"ter having ferved to cftablifli the power of the pirates, was of

no utility to their children.

Tamfimalo, fon to the daughter of a powerful chief, by an old pirate, celebrated

for his cunning and depredations, feized the fovereign power atter the death of his

father. His reign was fignalized by no extraordinary event, but his memory is ftill

venerated amongfl thefe people; and his refpeded allies repofe at St. Mary, where they

were depofited in the year 1 745, which was the period of his death.

Tamfunalo was fucceeded by his fon John Harre ;*but his power was very limited
;

and his mifconduft rendered him defpicable in the eyes of his fubjeds. He made
choice of Foulepointe for the place of his refidencc, and left the government of St. Mary
to his mother and his fifter, the latter of whom was known under the name of Betie.

A little time after the dcuth of Tamfimalo, the Eaft-India Company formed an efta-

blifliment at St. Mary, and M. Goile v.as ordered tn take pofleflion of that ifland in

the name of the pompany. In this ceremony, M. GoiTe was accompanied by Betie,

the daughter of Tamfimalo, and the widow of John Harre, though this honour, .nc-

VOL. XVI. 5 o cording
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cording to the ufages of the country, belonged to the widow of Tamfimalo, whof"?

fovereignty was acknowledged. This haughty and imperious woman, highly offended

at that kind of difdain and negled with which Goffe feemed to treat her, fwore that

flie would be revenged on him for fo open an infult offered to her dignity. For a long

time Goffe defpifed her anger and threats : but this conducl was far from being pru-

dent ; and might have brought great misfortunes upon the eftabli(hment entrulled to

his care. Obflinate fevers, and epidemical difeafes, foon after weakened the colony,

and reduced it to a very languilhing condition during the latter end of autumn. The
diredors of the Ifle of France were obliged, therefore, to fend new recruits annually,

to repair the loffes which were occafioaed by the infalubrity of the ifland. The mor-

tality became fo great towards the conclufion of the year, that it was then called the

Grave of the French. The greateft care, it is true, was taken to fend no perfons thither

to fetde except fuch as could occafion little hurt to fociety, if they periflied.

If Goffe was deficient in attention to the widow of Tamlimalo, he neglected, as we
are affured, no means of pleafmg Betie. This charming young woman to an agree-

able figure added a pleafant difpofition ; and the iflanders entertained a much flronger

affection for her than for her mother, Betie was not infenfible to the attachment of

Goffe ; and flie more than once difconcerted the fatal projects of her mother againft

the French : but bounds were at length fet to her zeal, over which it was impoffible

for her to pafs.

Tamfimalo's widow accufed Goffe of having dared to difturb the afhes of her huf-

band, and of carrying away the riches fhut up in his tomb. This accufation, whether

jull or unjull, excited fuch a fermentation that the deftruftion of the French was from

that moment irrevocably decreed. The iflanders fell upon their eftablifhment, fet fire

to it, and made a general maffacre of its inhabitants. As foon as this fatal event, which

took place on Chriftmas eve 1754, was known at the Ifle of France, an armed veffel

received orders to proceed to the entrance of port St. Mary, and to punifli the iflanders

with the utmofl feverity. The puniflmient inflided on them was indeed terrible ; a

number of villages were burnt, and feveral large piroguas filled with the natives were

funk. That in which the widow of Tamfimalo embarked, made ftrong efforts to gain

the Bay of Antongil, and to efcape from the boats fent in purfuit of her : but in fpite

of every exertion they got near enough to fire upon it. Tamfimalo's widow was killed;

feveral of thofe who accompanied her fhared the fame fate ; and the refl:, among whom
was her daughter Betie, were taken pi iibners. When Betie was carried to the Ifle of

France, fhe juilified herfelf before the fupreme council, by proving that her mother

alone had been the caufe of the maffacre of the French. She fliewed, at the fame time,

that her connection with Goffe had endangered her life ; and that flie could no longer

be in fafety at St. Mary, as fhe had loft, by her attachment to the French, and the

efforts which flie had made to fave them, the confidence and affedion of the iflanders.

The fupreme council of the Ifle of France, convinced of the innocence of this young

woman, fent her to her brother John Harre, at Foulepointe, with confiderable prefents,

rdqueiting her to employ every means poffible to re-eftablifti peace and concord between

the narives of that diifridl and the French. Thefe people, terrified by the ravages

exercifed at St. Mary, had retired to the interior parts of the country ; all commerce

was fufpended ; and the wants of the Ifle ot France required that every method fhould

be p.nfued to revive it. Betie, by the great afcendancy ftie had over her brother, being

the propel clt perlbn to accomplith this falutary end, flie united, for that purpofe, with

Bigorne, an intelligent and attive man, who had been a foldier in the fervice of the

Edll-lndia company.
In
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In a little time, Bip;orne learned the Malegache language ; and by an open and fteady

conduct won the afiection of the iflanders. To his care and activity the colony was in-

debted for the re-eflablifliment of its commerce. Among all the honourable teftimonifs

of gratitude which were rendered to him for thisfcrvice, the mod: diflinguifhed is that

of M. Poivre, who, in 1758, was an eye-witnefs to the good conduft of this brave foldier.

That celebrated adnoinillrator, whofe futfrages cannot be fufpected of prejudice or par-

tiality, has often, in my prefence, paid the higheft compliments to this man, whofe

memory is flill refpected among the iflanders of Madagafcar. The influence which he

had over the minds of tiiefe people, was however more owing to the goodnefs of his

charafter than to his eloquence.

Thefpeeches which he made to thefe people, in their grand affemblies called palahres,

were not to be compared to thofe of the Mulegache orators. M. Poivre, who affifted at

feveral of thefe aflemblies, often told me, that the natural eloquence of the Malegaches

was truly aflonifhing. He took .'clight in relating even the moll minute particulars of a

grand palabre, at which all the neighbouring chiefs, and an immenfe multitude of

people, were ]-!refent, in oider to form a treaty of commerce with the commilfaries of

the French Eafl; -India company.

The following is. in a f>jw words, the account of it which he gave me :

The orator, after faluting all the chiefs, advanced towards the French; made a pro-

found bow to ihcni, and addrefTmg himfrlf to Bigornc, faid : "You know, Bigorne,

" that for more than eight years the white men have come hither to trade with the

" Malegaches; and can you fay that a white man was ever killed by any of our
" nation ?

" We have always received you, not only as brothers, but even as the lords of the

" countiy.
" When the French aflced from us oxen and rice, did we ever refufe them ?

" When they wifhed to raife palifades, and to conflrud houfes, have we not gone
" to the forefts to procure timber necelTary for that purpofe ?

" Have thofe who came hither before you, Bigorne, or thofe who are here now,
*' ever had any caufe of complaint againfl: us ? Have they not drawn water from cur
*' fountains ? Have ihty not cut d<nvn the trees of our forefts, without any man at

*' Fouiepointe afl^ing them—why do you fo ? The people in thefouth, as well as thofe

" in the north, and more recently /till thofe of St. Mary, maifacred the French, and
*' made war upon them : but thofe of Fouiepointe never attacked any of them ; on the

' contrary they have given them every affiltance in their power, and they have at all

" times teftified their kindnefs and fricndfhip towards them.
" Are the chiefs at Fouiepointe then lefs powerful than their neighbours ?

" La Bigorne, they are more fo.— Do they fear to carry on war againll the whites ?

" —No.—Who dare make war on John Harrc, the illuftrious ion ot Tamfimalo, our
•' fovereign and our father ?

" What are the white men who would be rafli enough to attack thofe formidable

" and invincible chiefs, here prefent, Marouat, Ramifi, and Raindtuo?
" Would we not (hcd even the lall drop of our blood in their fupport ?

" It is to our fricndfliip, therefore, and to our goodnefs of heart alone, that the

*' French are indebted for the kind treatment which they have experienced at Foule-
*' pointe, fmce they firfl frequented that port.

*' Let us now examine the conduct of the French towards us.

*' Why, Bigorne, haft thou eredcd a palifade of large flakes, much more extenfive

*' and ftronger than that which was created formerly, without having deigned to afk

502 permiflion
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" permifTion of John Harre and the other chiefs ? In this had thou followed the ancient
" ufagef Speak—Anfwer—Haft thou offered them the fmalleft prefcnt ?—But you
" obferve filence—You blufti—You are confcious of your guilt—You look towards
" them—You beg forgivenefs—Here, in thy name, I aflc John Harre, our fovereign,

" who prefides over this illuftrious aflembly, and thefe generous and invincible chiefs,

" to pardon thy imprudence. We love thee, Bigome ; but never in future, abufe our
" affection—Swear that thou wilt never commit the like faults—Such errors will for

" ever alienate from thee, without hopes of return, the hearts of the inhabitants of
^- Foulepointe ; and to preferve them, take an oath that our interefts and yours fhall be
" hereafter the fame. Afk, then, of your chiefs here affembled, why, fmce the arrival

*' of the laft feven (hips, the captains have ftill neglefted to make the ufual prefents,

" which ferve to promote a good underftanding in thofe exchanges which the whites

" wifti to make with the Malegaches ? Why have not thefe veffels brought effeds to

" pay the debts contrafted above a year ago by the French ?

" We have fold them, on credit, according to the rules of fair dealing, provifions

" of every kind, without any other fecurity than fmall bits of paper, which contained,
" as you affured us, a promife of being paid in three moons. Why has this folemn
" promife remained till the prefent day undifcharged ? This certainly is compelling us
" to give up all commerce with the whites, or at leaft to entirely withdraw that confi-

" dence which we had in their words and oaths.

" A large veffel which touched here laft year was in the moft urgent want of pro-

" vlfions, without having eftefts neceffary to purchafe them. The merchants of Foule-
" pointe, however, fupplied the crew with oxen and rice, and at the fame price at

" which they could have bought them for ready money.
" They promifed to fend us payment by the firft veflel which fhould come from the

" Ille of France. Since that period twelve have arrived j but they all refufed to pay
" this juft debt.

" Will you now fay, Bigome, that the people of Foulepointe have behaved dif-

" honeftly to the French ?

*' Will you fay alio, that, in giving a trade-mulket in exchange for an ox, you pay
" too dear ?

" Will you fay that two yards of blue cloth is the juft value of a meafure of rice,

*' weighing fifty pounds ? You either think us very ignorant of the price of provifions

" at the Ille of France, or you have formed the mad projeft of giving laws to us in-

" ftead of receiving them.
" Is it not true," continued the orator, addreffing himfelf to the Affembly, " that

" you wiffi to deal with thefe ftrangers hereafter onjufter and more equitable terms?"

The affembly teftiiied by a general and tumultuous acclamation, that this was their

defire.

Bigorne then wiflied to elevate his voice ; but the orator commanded him to be filent;

andrefumed his difcourfe, by the order of John Harre and the o'.her chiefs.

" The following," faid he, " are the conditiohs prefcribed by ihe merchants of Foule-

" pointe : THe meafure of rice ftiall be diminiftied, when, in meafuring it, the whites

" endeavour to heap up the rice, by knocking on the bottom of the meafure, in order

" to increafe its contents : they will not fuffer the meafure to be heaped as hete-

" tofore."

This obfervation made the affembly fmile.
•' An ox fhall no longer be given in exchange for a paltry trade-fiifee : a good foldier's

" mufket fhall be the price of an ox."
" A



ROCHON S VOYAGE TO MADAGASCAR. 775

" A piece of blue cloth fliall contain two yards, according to the ancient meafure.
'• The bambou of powder (hall be increafed in fuch a manner, that three bambous

" fliall contain an hundred charges for a mufliet.

" The people of Foulepohite, who ferve the whites in quality oifcuUions, or domeftics,
" fliall receive a trade-fufee as wages for thirty days fervice."

After this the orator, addreding the chiefs and the affembly, faid, *' Are not thefe

" your lateft wiflies ?"—The cry of" Yes" then refounded from all quarters, inter-

mixed with fliouts of praife and approbation.

When this noife liad fubfided, the orator cried out with a voice like thunder, " You
" hear, Bigorne, the wifli of the Palabre ; it is the law of the chiefs, it is the defire

" of the people who trade with the whites. Explain fully to your mailers what I have
" juft now propofcd.— If they accept thofe conditions, we fliall confirm the treaty by
*' a folemn facrifice. If ihey will not accept it, they may depart. We have no pro-
" vifions to give them."

Bigorne tranflated word for word to M. Poivre the fpeecb which I have here related

;

and the latter was obliged to interpofe his authority, in order to prevent him from
reproaching the orator for his vehemence. Bigorne was not accuflomed to be treated

with fo little ceremony by thefe people ; and this leflbn feemed to hurt him the

more, as it was given before ofiicers honoured witii the confidence of the Eall-India

Company.
M. Poivre, on the contrary, beheld the energy of thefe favages with pleafure. He

was ftruck with the force and folidity of their reafoning ; but, being intrufled with

the interefts of the company, it was not in his power to make any alteration in the

ufual price of provifions. He ordered Bigorne to communicate this to the affembly ;

and to afiure them, at the fame time, that the merchants of Foulepointe would be im-

mediately and gcneroufly paid for all the commodities with which they had fupplied

the French. He likewife granted an augmentation of Hilary to thofe domeftics who
were in the fervice of the whites ; and accompanied all his promifes with the mod
polite expreilions, and fuch as were likely to awaken the ienfibility of the chiefs. Whilft

he thus treated them as friends and brothers, he recommended peace and concord to

them, in the flrongcll terms ; and gave them to underlland, that the conduct of all

thofe whites who fliould not entertain the fame fentiments and refpect for them, would
be generally difapproved. The fpeech of M. Poivre, delivered in the Malegachc lan-

guage by Bigoi-ne, feemed to make more impreilion on the orator than on the affem-

bly ; and it was only in confequence of the advice given by the former, that the treaty

was agreed upon by a general acclamation.

The conclufion of this treaty was a matter of the utmofl importance. The wants

of the veffels were urgent : for, as they contained fix hundred men, three oxen
a day, with a proportionable quantity of rice, were neceffary to fupply them with

provifions.

Tliis treaty was ratified with the utmofl folemnity. The orator flaughtered a vidlim ;,

received the blood in an earthen veffel ; and mixed with it fea-water, pimento, gun-

flints broken, and bruifed very fine, and a fmall quantity of earth and gunpowder,

nioidened with iq/ia, or fpirit made from the fugar-canc. Two leaden bullets ferved

him to pound thefe different ingredients, in order to form a kind of beverage, which

he wiflied the devil might convert into poifon for all thofe who, having drunk of it,

fiiould not adhere to their oath. He then took two lances, or affagays, and dipped the

points of tliem in die liquur, while John Harre fprinkled a few drops of it upon the

ground.

The

ti
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The orator, afterwards, taking a knife in his right hand, and firfl invoking the God
of the whites, and then that of the blacks, begged them with a loud voice to infpire

into the hearts of both, peace, amity, concord, and fmcerity.

Then ftriking with his knife the points ot the two aflagays, which he had dipped

into the liqaor, he denounced the niofl horrid malcdidions and imprecations agaiafl:

thofe who fliould infringe the treaty.

" If the whites," faid he, " break their oath, may this beverage become poifon to

" them ; may thofe hurricanes which rufli with fui^y from the four quarters of the

" heavens, fall upon their veffels ; may they be fwallowed up by the waves ; and may
" the bodies of thefe wicked men be torn by the formidable monfters which inhabit

" the abyff-s of the fea.

*' Hear, John Harre—liffen to the voice of the powerful genius who infpires me:
*' Should the people of Foulepointe be fo bafe and fo worthlefs as to violate this

" folemn treaty, may they periih by the fword of the enemy ; may their bellies burft
;

" and may their filthy carcafes become food for the crocodiles.

" Muff not the invifible fpirit who prefides at this affembly be avenged ? Muft he
" not punifn the perjured, fince he receives their oaths ? All men, whether white or
" black, are before him ; all are fubjecled to his fupreme will ; and he requires from
" us all, under the pain of incurring punifhments equally terrible and fevere, the fame
" fidelity, and the fame fmcerity."

Rabefin (this was the name of the orator) pronounced thefe horrid Imprecations

three times ; and with fo much vehemence in his fpeecli and geihires, that they made
an imprefllon upon the affembly, of which it would be impoflible fo convey an idea by
words.

"VVhilH: the affembly were in this flate of fear and terror, John Harre and the other

chiefs with a trembling hand put about a fpoonful of their difgufling liquor into a leaf

oi raven, and fwallowed it, with the moft horrid grimaces. Their example was fol-

lowed by the greater part of thofe who affifted at the ceremony : but fome of the

Frenchmen contented^themfelves with only feigning to do it, notwith Handing the preffmg

invitation of Bigorne, who, without doubt, believed this ridiculous and difagreeable

farce nectffary, if not to the fuccefs, at leaft to the folidity of the treaty.

Rabtfin then proceeded to facrihce the vicTiiins ; and a grand feaft, accompanied

with dancing, mufic, and fports, terminated, rather in a noify but joyful manner, this

celebrated palabrc. I have defcribed the ceremonies praclifed at this alfeinbly in pre-

ference to any of ihofe at which I affifted, merely becaufe it related to affairs of the

utmoft importance ; and by doing lo I have, I think, attained the end which I ought

to have had in view, that of tracing out a flight fketch of the charafter and extraordi-

nary cuftoms of "thefe people.

The morning after the conclufion of the treaty, the market at Foulepointe was ftored

with every thing in abundance : the veffels, therefore, made hafte to take in their

quantity (jf provifions ; which they did foon, au,d at a very fmall expence.

When M.Poivre arrived in France, he gave a favourable account of La Bigorne's

condud to the F.afl-India Company. La Bigorne was then only interpreter at Foule-

pointe ; but on the recommendation ol M. Poivre, he received a commiliion to manage,
in the whole ifland of Madagafcar, under the orders of the adminiflratioii of the Ifle of

France, all affairs relating to trade and the victualling of fliips. The Company h:id

every rcafon to be fatisfied with their choice; for La Bigorne conducted himfeif with

equal prudence and ability, till the year 1762, when he was recalled to the Ifle of

France becaufe he had made war on John Harre. We are affured that lip &xtnt<\ his

5 utmoft
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utmoft endeavours to preferve peace at Foiilepo'nte ; but that he was, at length, obliged

openly to fupport fcvcral chiefs, allies of the French, who had cau'e to complain of

the violence an i depredations of John Harre, vvhofe propenfity to vice and debauchery

increafed every day.

The chiefs who were enemies to John Harre united together, in order to prevail

on Bigorne to take the command of their armies. This brave foldier did not, how-
ever, yield to their entreaties, but on conditions which mud have appeared very

ftrange to the favages. He openly declared, that if he affunied the command of their

troops, he would take the prudent precaution not to expofe himfclf to the enemies

fire ; becaufe his death would infallibly occafion the deilruftion of thofe warriors

who fought under his ftandards. A general, who, following only the impulfe of his

courage, fuffers himfelf to be hurried into the thickefl of the battle, is no longer able

tn difpofe his forces in the moll advantageous manner ; the army is then aMolutely

without a chief; the combatants are confequently thrown into diforder ; and chance

only decides the viftory.

I do not know whether the Medecafles were ftruck with La Bigorne's reafons.

People without difcipline, and v/ho iiave no idea of the advantages which always refult

from good order and perfect harmony, mull have believed that General Bigorne had

more abilities than courage. However, after Ihcwing fome marks of altonifhnient and

furprife, they ranged themlelves under his baimers. La Bigorne then made them go

through fome very .funple manoeuvres ; and finding them fubmifTive, and refolved to

execute his orders pundually, he led them towards the enemy. When the two armies

were in fight of each other, he renewed his prohibition of beginning the combat until

he had given the fignal.

The army of John Harre was more numerous and much llronger than that of

La Bigorne ; but the pofition of the latter feemed to promife him the moll complete

vi(^lory, fliould John Harre venture to attack him. John Harre, not having fufficient

abilities to judge of his difadvantageous fituation, charged the enemy with vigour
;

but he was repulfed in fo terrible a manner that he was obliged to fcek falety by Hight.

This chief, therefore, who had hitherto been accounted invincible, was overcome

merely by the fkilful difpofition of a man, who did not appear in the engagement, and

who was even at fome diltance from the field of battle.

John Harre, having afterwards learned that La Bigorne direfted the movements of

the army which had defeated him, obferved, " How could I defend myfelf ag linlt the

'' invifible fpirit of a white man who attacked me? But, in order to bereveng d,

" I will quit Foulepointe, and retire to the bay of Antongil. My removal from that

" port will alarm the merchants of Foulepointe ; the markets will no longer be fup-

'" plied ; commerce will in the menn time i"ulfi.r ; and La Bigorne's chiefs will rei all

" him to the Ifle of France. My departure from Foulepointe, therefore, feems to pro-

" mife me a fpccdy deliverance from my molt formidable enemy."

What John Harre had predicted foon afterwards took place His defeat had oc-

cafioncd great forrow at Foulepointe ; and his departure put an entire Itop 10 com-

merce. Some of the chiefs, friends to Bigorne, made vain efforts to b;ing provifioiis

to the maikets; for the merchants at Foulepointe oppoKd them as much as 'hey

could. The French veffels, which had come to that port lor refrelhments, after endea-

vouring, wiihout effcft, to r;Rore peace and ct)nco:d amon^ thel'e puijle, were obliged

to npair to the Ifle of Fr^mce, in a very di.pK)rable Ihite, and in the utmi II want of

the molt common necelfaries. O.i ilitir united complaints La Bigorne was retailed

and difgraced : yet we are alTured luat he was nut guilty j and that few men in his-

place
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place would have fuffered fo lonj^ the opprefTive and infolent behaviour of John Harre.

I fliould be ^lad that I could believe this to be the cafe : but his conduct will always

appear reprehenfible to thofe who think they have no right to prefcribe rules and to

give laws in a foreign country.

However this may be. La Bigorne's departure brought back John Harre to Foule-

pointe. On his arrival he met with a much better reception than he had any title to ex-

pect ; and commerce foon began to refume its wonted adivity : but matters did not

long remain in this tranquil fituation. The flames of difcord were not yet extinguifhed
;

hatred and anlmofity ftill continued to foment them ; but, at length, after a tedious

war, the iHand of Madagafcar was delivered from this turbulent and formidable tyrant,

who could live in peace neither with his allies nor his fubjefts. He was killed in 1767

by the Manivoulefe ; and his fpoils ferved to enrich the enemy, and to augment their

power.

His fon 7~avl inherited only a fniall part of his father's pofTefTions, as he was too

young not to be fatisfied with what was given him. Of the reign of this prince I fliall

fay nothing, though I had an opportunity of being particularly acquainted with him
;

for, as he had neither fpirit nor abilities, he never performed any action ot fuflicient im-

portance to merit a place here.

At the time when John Harre died, the Iflcs of France and Bourbon were not under

the direftion of the Eaft India Company. The king had refumed the management of

them, and had appointed M. Poivre to be intendant of that colony. Bigorne then no

longer found any obftacle to prevent his returning to Foulepointe, where his prefence,

on account of certain circumftances, was become highly neceffary. On his arrival he

received from the inhabitants the moft flattering teftimonies of friendfhip and elleem.

The flirong idea which the iflanders had before entertained of his talents and integrity,

caufed him to be chofen arbiter of all their diflferences. He re-eftabliftied peace in the

northern part of Madagafcar ; and M. Poivre had nothing to beftow upon him but

praifes for his good conduct. I was particularly acquainted with him, when I vifited

Madagafcar in 1768, and I can fully certify that he deferved them. M. Poivre, who
honoured me with his friendfhip and confidence, being defirous of procuring for his

celebrated garden at Montplaijir, known at prefent by the name of the King's Botanical

Garden in the IJJe of France, the rareft and mofl ufeful plants of that ifland, caft his eyes

upon me as a perfon proper for making that valuable collection. He, indeed, could

not have given a richer prefent to the colony entrufl:ed to his care. This able adminif-

trator never fuflered a veflel to depart without requefting the captain, or fome intelligent

officer, to bring him the various produftions of the countries which they were going to

vifit ; and this demand was always accompanied with proper inftruftions. The garden

of Montplaijir thus became, in his hands, one of the richefl: nurferies known, fmce it

contains the moft valuable plants of the four quarters of the world.

On my arrival at Foulepointe I did not find La Bigorne ; and this difappointment

^ave me the more uncafinefs, as he was particularly enjoined to affbrd me every aflift;-

ance in his power to accomplifli the object of my miflion. However, after examining

the whole environs of Foulepointe, I fet out to join him at Mananharre, a village fituated

at the entrance of the bay of Antongil. In my way thither I traverfed the ifland of

St. Mary, where I remained as long as was neceflary for ftudying its different produc-

tions : and I did not reach Mananharre till the eighth day after my departure from

Foulepointe.

La Bigorne received me with every mark of attention, and gave me a variety of in-

formation, of which I have been here able to infert only a few fhort extraiEts. With

4 him



KOCHON's voyage to MADAGASCAR. 77y

him I vificed the mofc intercfting places in the neighbourhood of the great bay of An-
tongil, a:id with him 1 faw thofe aflonifliijig quarries of rock cryftal, tlie maflcs of

which are fo enormous as almoft to furpafs belief. But let me not lofe fight of my ob-

jecl, and proceed to give an account of the eftablifhments formed by the French in the

northern part of Madagafcar.

I fliall terminate what appeared to me mofl: remarkable on this fubjeft by an account

of that of Benyowlki. This large eftablifhment, which was formed under the adminif-

trationof M. deBoynes, cofl: an immenfe fum of money; had no fuccefs; and ended
in a very tragical manner.

Benyowfki has been fo much celebrated that it may not be here improper to give a

fhort account of his principal adventures : but that I may not venture to fay any thing

without good authority, I (hall tranfcribe the memoir which he delivered to the gen-

tlemen intruded with the management of the Ifle of France. This memoir wasdifperfed

fo much throughout the colony, that it was cafy for me to procure a copy of it. I have

not made the lead correftion in it ; becaufe I thought it a matter of importance to ex-

hibit in every point of view this audacious man, whofe fcandalous behaviour cofl miU
licTns to France, and brought new calamities on Madagalcar.

Letter of Baron d'Aladar, known at present under the name of

Benyowski, to the Governor or thk Isle of France.

" IT is with the utmod pleafure rfnd eagernefs, infpiied by my zeal and the defire

'* I have of ferving you, that I proceed to fatisfy you refpetcing what you require
*' of me.
" Born a Hungarian, of the illuflrious family of the barons de Benyowlki, I ferved

" in quality of general in the armies of the emprefs our fovereign. My father was of
" the houfe of Aladar XIII. and my mother of tiiat of the counts de Rerary : lam
" confequently a Pole by extraction.

" In 1765, the king of Poland, elector of Saxony, being dead, and his kingdom
*' invaded, I went to Warfaw, to fupport the interefts of a prince in the mid (I of
" trouble, and of the fubveriion of celebrated natutes, and of the firft members of the
" ftate. The grandees of the Kingdom had been an-eflcd by a (ecret order ; and as I

" was of the party of the prince bilhop of Cracaw, and other magnates, a requefl was
" made that I might be arrefted by prince Repnin, the Rullian iriinifler. Informed of
" this dcfign, and not knowing what to do, I repaired, as fpeedily as I could, to a friend

" of prince Radziw il, whofe protection I lolicited. Here I (laid till the general con-
" federation of Bar was declared, to which being invited by marflial Pulawfky, I im-
" mediately entered into that of Cracaw, under the command of Marfhal de Czarnowfky.
" Being admitted as an oiriccr into the regiment of Cailrcs, I was made a prifoner by
" the Mufcovites, who liad taken Cracaw. I, however, ranfomed mytclf for the fum
" of two thoufand ducats, and afterwards entered into the confederation of Bar, where
" having obtained the rank of colonel and general, I ferved againfl the Mufcovites,
" under the command of Fortality-Svaniecz, and combated the enemy, as is proved in

" the a£ts of the confederation. J'he enemy being expelled, I received orders to go
" to Turkey v/ith M. Pulawfky. The bacha of Natolia and Chotyn received me with
" friendfhip, and gave me alTiftance of troops and money, with which immediately
" entering the kingdom of Poland, 1 fullained a combat againfl the Ruffians, near
" Pruth, where I was wounded and taken. I was then carried to Riovia, where I

VOL. XVI. 5 H found
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« found marfhal Czarnofky, count Potofey, and young Pularfky, with three thou«
*' fand men.

" Being afterwards removed to Cazan, I pa^Ted Nezin and Tut a ; and, by means
*' of a German furgeon, I tranfmitted to his ei.iinence the prince bifhop of Cracaw,
*' who was at Kaluga, a letter, in which I informed him of my misfortune. The
" governor of Cazan, M. Guafnin Samarini, fuftered me, like the reft of the prifoners,
*' to enjoy my liberty in the City.

" On the 15th of Auguft 1769, I was vifited by a Ruffian officer, who privately
*' gave me letters from the captive princes, with orders to carry them to Kaluga.
*' After conferring with the principals, and taking their advice on this fubject, I

" efcaped to Cazan, by pretending to the governor that I ha 1 an ardent defire to vifit

*' the copper mines, and arrived without any accident at Kaluga, affifted by colonel
*' Bachemetriew, the governor of Fortality, who was of the party of the prifoners.

" I had been appointed to treat perfonally with the princes and magnates ; and it

*' was agreed, that, confining myfelf to a few expeditions, I fhould fet out for Peterf-

" burgh. I even repaired without delay to Quorfum ; and, taking up my quarters
*' in the houfe of colonel Soacfek, I finiihed the expedition according to my engage-
*' ment. When on the point of returning to Cafan, I , was arrefted by orders of
" the emprefs of Rulfia j and as nothing certain was known refpedling my private

*' flight, I was fent prifoner to Kaluga, to which I had been diipatched by the princes.

" Having formed a friendfhip with the governor, we entered into a treaty, by which,
*' with the affiftance of Tuga, we engaged to retire into Poland ; and the governor
*' had difpofed every thing to facilitate our efcape, when, on the ibthof Odober
*' 1769, an officer of the guards arrived from Peterfburgh with orders to arreft the
*' governor ; but the governor prevented him by putting him to death ; and, feeking
*' fafety by flight, left us all prifoners. That very day we were loaded with chains,

" and conduced to Peterfburgh, where it was impoffible for me to hear any farther

" news of my companions in adverfity.

" I was fluit up in the private prifon of Fortality ; and, on the fourth day after

** being obliged to appear before Orlow and Czernichew, I was interrogated re-
*' fpedting feveral points. As they could draw nothing from my anfwers, even by
" threats, they promifed me a pardon, in the name of the emprels, if 1 would Iwear
** fidelity to her Majefty, and difcover thofe fecrets with which I had been entriifted.

*' On my rcfufmg to comply with thefe terms, I was remanded to prilon, from winch,
" by means of an officer, I wrote to prince Lobkowitz, her Majefty's lieutenant ; Out
*' 1 received no anfwer. Some days after, having appeared before the commiflion, 1

" was compelled to fign the followfng paper :

" /, ihe underfigncd., acknowledge: that I pat only ivtjhed to break my chains^ but that I
*' committed an afflijjination, and have been ^^:ilty oftrtajon agc'njl her Imperial Majtjty ;

" and if her Alajejiy, through her natural goc Inefs, JhalJ be flctfed to /often the rigour

" of my fentence^ I hereby e?2gage, after recovering my liberty, nc jjr tofit afoot again in

** ihe dominions of her Majejiy, much lefs to bear arms againjt her,

" Baron Maurice Auguflus Aladar de Benyowfki,
*' Peterfburgh, Nov. 22d 1769: General of the firft Confederation."

" After figning this paper, I was fent back to confinement ; and on the 24th of
*' November, at midnight, an officer appeared, at the head of twenty-eight men, who
" having put irons on my legs, hurried me into a carriage, and proceeded towards

" Mofcow, 1 had as my companion in misfortune major Vynblat j and, deprived of

10 " all
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1

*' all nourifliment except bread and water, we paffed through Nizncy, Kuzmodem,
" Janfkoy, and Solichanfzky, where the officer who was entrufted with the care of
" conducting us, fell ill, which obliged us to remain there fome days.

" On the aSth of December the fame year, one of the foldiers came and told

" me that a body of guajds, who were conducing fome prifoners, had flopped at

" a place not far diftant. As they were in our neighbourhood, they wiflied very
" much to fee people who were unfortunate like themfelves ^ and prevailed on their

" officer to conduct them to us in the night-time. When they arrived, I immediately
" perceived his ferene highnefs the prince biffiop of Cracaw, whofe tears prevented
*' him from fpeaking ; but we were not long permitted to fee each other. Having
" feparated, we purfued our journey, in company, but in dilFerent carriages, as tar

*' as Tobolfk, the capital of Siberia. After a very fhort flay there, we croffed the

*' defarts of Tartary, drawn by dogs, without hcai'ing any thing of the reft. Ws fuf-

" fercd much from hunger ; and, after traversing Siberia, we found fome exiled officers

*' of different nations.

" At length, on the 20th of May, 1770, we reached the Port of Ochozk, where we
" were kindly received by Pleniltere, the governor. Soon after two Ruffian officers

" arrived, whofaid they belonged to the guards of their highnefles the princes detained
*' at Kaluga, and with whom I formed an intimate friendlliij).

" On the 3d of September the fame year, we w-ere put on board a Ihip, and con-
" veyed to the port of Bolfao. On the a+th of December 1 received a letter from the

" biihop of Cracaw, by a merchant, who tranfmitted it to mc. It informed me that

" the princes were removed to the northern part of Tartary, towards Anadyo ; and
" that a troop of Rullian foldiers were preparing to revolt, in order to releafe them.
" I immediately wrote to major Vynblat, to inform him what he fliould do to procure
*' us our liberty alfo. For my part I rendered myfelf the friend ot the officer Gure-
*' fmim, who never quitted me ; and he not only facilitated the means of my efcaping,

*' but even opened his purfe to me.
*' Our aflairs were in this fituation when we were joined by two exiled Ruffian

*' officers, who told me, that near us there was a prifoner clofely guarded, who was
*' fuppofed to be a perfon of great diftindion, and who had been kept in irons feven
*' years. No perfon could give us any fatisfatlory account of him : we were only told

*' that he was ten or eleven years of age, and that he was entrufted to the care of an
*' old officer, who wiffied very much for his deliverance. I conceived then a projecl

*' of gaining the friendffiip of this officer, who willingly liftened to my propofals. He
*' revealed to me the name of the prifoner j who was indeed of an illuftrious birth ;

*• and we concerted together a plan for his efcape, taking each of us an oalh that we
** would exert ourfelves to the utmoft to make it fucceed.

" It was on the 25th of May, that, with the affiflance of God, we intended to pro-

" cure our liberty at the price oi our blood. As I was the only perfon who under-

" ftood how to work a fhip, I was ajipointed the chief of the enterprife. '1 he confpi-

*' racy, however, being dilcovercd on the 21ft of April, the governor ordered me to

" be carried away in the night, for the fecond time, with an intention of conveying
" me to fome other place. My brethren in diftrefs, frightened at this blow, came to

" me on the 26th, and begged me to relieve them. The affair was eafy. The lieu-

*' tenant, who was on guard over me, having caufed arms to be carried piivatcly to

" his habitation, fupplied me and all my companions, at the head of whom I took
*' poffeliion of the fort on the night of the 27th. In this action the governor and fome
" others were killed in the commencement of the attack, whne a lew ot my people

" only were fli^htly wounded.

5 H a " Next
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*' Next morning the foldicrs and Coflacks wifhed to enter fvvord in hand into the
" town of Bolfao, the inhabitants of which, teirified, after the fecond and third dif-

" charge of our mufketry, furrendered on the 29th of April. I entered triumphantly
*' into the town of Kamfchatka, and no one appeared to oppofe me. I immediately
" fent people to feize the veflels which were in the harbour ; and went myfelf
" with fome others to Zamicka, where I arrefted the fecretary of the fenate, who liad.

" arrived from Peterfburgh, and obliged him to deliver up all the letters of t'he

" chancery. After taking every thing that belonged to me and two hundred iii-

*' habitants of Kamfchatka, I went down to the harbour, where I feized on three fliips,

*' chofe for myfelf the ftrongeft, and left the reft difmafted.

" Havhig freed this veffel, which was called the St. Peter, from the ice, I embarked
*' with every thing neceffary, and fet fail on the 12th of May 1771. I had fixty feven

" perfons with me on board, viz. eight officers, ei.ht married women, and a
•' young woman known by the title of the Princefs : the reft confifted of the crew.

" In this manner I departed from Kamfchatka, and paffing the latitude of 52° 52',

" entered the channel of the Kurile ifles, commonly called Jedfo.

" Purfuing my courfe towards the north-eaft, I landed on the ifland of Bernighiana,

" fituated to the eaft, under the fifty-fifth degree of latitude, and the ninth meridian
" fi-om the port which I had left. Here I found M.Ochotyn, with eighty men.
" This Polifh officer, according to what he related, had faved himfelf in the fame
" manner as I, and had eftablifhed himfelf with his crew in thofe American iflands

" called Alentis. He had formed an alliance with the inhabitants of the country
;

" and his people had contrafted marriages amongft them. In this ifland I left three

" of my men ; and he gave me letters to Ihew wherever 1 might judge it necefl'ary to

« do fo.

" On the 26th of May, fleering away a confiderable diftance from that ifland, I

" found the fea covered with ice, which obliged me on the 2d of June to land at

*' the ifland of Aladar, fituated under the fixty-firft degree of latitude, and the

" twenty-fecond meridian from Kamfchatka. On the 9th of June I again put to fea,

" and diredting my route towards the fouth-eaft, fell in, according to my reckoning,
*' with the point of the American continent, under the fixtieth degree of latitude, and
" the twemy-fixth meridian from Kamfchatka. Sailing then towards the fifty-firft

" degree of latitude, on account of the violence of the wind, I afterwards changed
" my courfe towards the fouth-weft ; and on the 20th of June arrived at an ifland

" known to the Ruflians by the name of Unem-Sir, or the ifland of Xii, fituated

*' under the latitude of 53" 45', and diftant 15' 58' of longitude from Kamfchatka.
" Here I formed a friendfliip with the Americans, which induced me to remain

*' fome days amongft them ; but on the 27th of June I fet fail, Iteering fouth-weft,

*' and kept at fea till the 30th, when I difcovered, in the latitude of 46" 6', and ten

" degrees of longitude from Kamfchatka, a land inhabited likewife by Ruffians ; but I

" could not go on fhore on account of contrary winds, which, notwithftanding all my
" eflforts, carried me to a great diftance from it. " Having, therefore, formed a defign

*' of refuming my ancient route, after fuffering a long time from the inconftancy of
*• the winds, and finding that our water was exhaufted, fo that we were obliged to

" drink fea-water, rendered potable with flour and whale oil, I landed, on the 15th
" of July, on an ifland, which lies in the latitude of 32° 45', and in longitude
** 334° 45' from Kamfchatka. This ifland. was inhabited, and the beauty of its

" fituation, added to other attractions, induced me to give it the name of Liquoris.

" I quitted it on the 22d, and directing my courfe weftward, arrived, on the 28th,

* at Kilin^ur, a Japanefe port, fituated in latitude 34* and longitude 343° from Kamf-
" chatka.
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*'
' hatka. This port is clofe to a town and citadel, where we were kindly received by

" the inhabitants, wlio gave us a fupply of provifions.

" (3n the I ft of Auguft I quitted this port, and on the 3d landed at Mcaco, where
*' I was infulted by the Japanefe, whom I found very untradable. Defirous of proceed-
" ing thence to the Philippines, 1 continued my route towards the fouth, and, coaft-
*' ing along fome other iflands for feveral days, landed in the ifle of Ufona, in latitude

" 27" 28', and longitude ^35°.
" Being perfectly well received by the people of this ifland, I fpent fome days

" amongft them : they fupplied me with abundance of provifions ; and after a mutual
" treaty I failed for the ifland oi Fornwfa. Having entered a port in latitude 23" 15',

" and longitude 223°, 1 found rayfelf attacked by the inhabitants, who killed three of
*' my men. After avenging their death, the winds always contrary obliged me to
•' make for the continent of China, coafting along fome fmall iflands known under the
" name of Pifcatoria ; and want of water compelled me to enter by open force into
" lanajoa^ and to attack the Chinefe, who endeavoured to prevent me from procuring
" a fupply. I then failed for Macao, a city belonging to her moil: Faithful Majefty,

' *' where 1 arrived on the 22d of September 1771.
" In this place 1 was received witii every mark of friendfliip, by the Sieur Salema

" de Saldanha, the governor, and obtained permiflion for me and my crew to land
;

" but we left our arms in the fliip, in order that we might excite no fufpicion. Here
*' I learned that there was a league of friendfliip between our augufl fovereigns ; and
" being dr.flrous of keeping a fecret, in which they were interefted, 1 afl^ed permiflion
*' to hoifl the flag of his moft Chrillian Majefly, v-hich I obtained.

•' What can I fay more to your excellency, that your own people are not able to

" inform you ot ? Having tranl'ported my baggage to the houle ol M. de Robien, the
" prefident of the council now in China, I embarked on the 17th of January, with my
*' crew, in two trading veflels, and arrived fafe and found in the Ifle oi France, where
" I have drawn up the prefent relation: Ibeg, therefore, that you would be pleafed
" to order me a fpeedy paflage to Europe.

" I fliall every where acknowledge this favour received from your fiiendfhip, and
" fhall be eternally devoted to your ftrvice.

Ifle of France
" ^ ^"'' y°"'' Excellency's moft humble Servant,,

March 21, i77'2. " Baron Maurice Augiiftus cVAladar de Benyowjftt.

" General of the Firft Confederation."

ONE cannot help feeling fome emotions of furprize on feeing that Benyowflvi has

omitted eveiy thing that might have tended to dired: navigators in the route from Kam-
fchatka to China, by the way of Japan. Nothing is necelfary but the elements of ihe

nautical fcicnce to enable one to remark foundings and anchorage ; to point out the

ftrcngth and direction of the winds ; to determine the variations of the needle ; to fix

the fituation of the principal capes and quickfands ; and, in fliort, to give, il not the

longitude, at leaft the latitude of the moft remarkable places.

The journal of the pilot entrufted with the care of the veffel, ought certainly to have

informed him refpeding all thefe particulars.

A traveller of abilities, or only animated with a defire of rendering himfelf ufeful,

when he vifited diftant countries, and travcrfed paflagcs little frequented by European

ftiips, would not have ncglefted details indil'penfably neceifary to the fatety and improve-

ment of navigation. Benyowfl-Li, however, boafted of the extent of his knowledge,

and
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and of having difcovered a new route for going from Kamfchatka to China : but the

journal of his voyage, while it proves that he was ignorant even of the mofl; common
and technical terms ufed in navigation, leaves no document, or certain traces of the

courfe which he fays he purfued.

This accufation is not made without fufficlent reafon. I appeal for the juflnefs of It

to all thofe who, like me, faw him arrive from Canton at the Ifle of France. They
will all certify, that, with a view to render the account of his adventures more romantic,

he publicly declared, that in a fmall veffel badly equipped, and almofl: deftitute of pro-

vifions, or rather having nothing to fubfiil on but dried tifli, he quitted, on his depar-

ture from Kamfchatka, the Ahatic coait in order to go to America. Over and above,

this intrepid adventurer was not alraid to aflirm before experienced feamen, that he

went on (hore on fome unknown land, fituated to the north of California. This flrange

affertion gives rife ro a multitude of objections. The diflreffed fituation of his velTel

rendered his narration very improbable : befides, the fhorc journal which he had the

imprudence to publifli, made no mention of that land fituated to the north of California,

and much lefs of its produftions. On the lafl: article, above all, Benyowfki appeared

to be exceedingly embarrafled ; and he could find no means of delivering himielf from
importunate queftions, but by faying that he referved for his court alone, the honour
of being made acquainted with the particulars of his important difcoverles.

This evafion was not attended with fuccefs. A general map of the world was pre-

fented to him, and he was defired to trace out the Courfe of his voyage, after being

affured that fuch a flight flcetch could not expofe him ; but Benyowiki refufed. M.
Poivre, then intendant of the Ifle of France, was extremely glad that thefe efforts were
made in his prefence, to detedl the impudent impoflure of this ftranger. That en-

lightened adminiflrator prudently avoided taking any part in them ; but he made ufe

of this clofe attack to infpire M. de Boynes with a jufl: and falutary fuf})icion of the pre-

tended difcoverles of Benyowflii. If, as we fliall fee hereafter, this information did not

produce the intended effeft, it would certainly be highly illiberal to throw out even the

flighteft reproaches againft him, on that account. However, the relation given by
Benyowflii, of his romantic adventures, was fufficlent to ruin, in the opinion of the

public, this man, who was not afliamed to produce before a generous people a fcanda-

lous declaration, in which' he owned himfelf guihy of an execrable crime. This
ftranger, faid they, is not a madman ; and yet he wiflies to perfuade us that force and
rigorous means were ufed to deprive him of his innocence, and to caufe him to fign a

deed, which, while it difgraces and debafes him, renders him odious and fufpedted.

What expreflion in our language is fl:rong enough to charafterife the unparalleled im-

pudence of this fliranger, who thus allowed himfelf to fpread an accufation more de-

grading to himfelf than to his enemies .''

Is there a country in the world where the open acknowledgment of an afliaflination

is the means of recovering liberty ? What could have been the end of this fcandalous

declaration ?—Is It not poffible to diicover the motive of it ?

Whilft I exprefs my lentiments in this manner, I am only the faithful interpreter of

that univerfal fcniimerit of indignation with which the people of the Ifle of France were

infpired, when they read Benyowfki's improbable relation. It was an objedt of cenfure

to every perfon of fenfe ; and if I have tranfcribed it literally, it was merely becaufe I

thought it proper that the moral charaiEter of this adventurer fhuuld be known. I hope
I fhall be pardoned for fo often bcftowing upon him that degrading appellation. Ben-

yowflti is not condemned by his writings alone } there are ftill greater charges againft

him.

Efcaped



ROCHON's voyage to MADAGASCAR. 7S5

Ffcaped from the prifons of Kamfchatka, Benyowfk! proceeded to China ^Ith twenty

cr thirty piifmers. Scarcely had this ftranger arrived at Canton, when he found

among the French there fonie individuals, who were fenfibly affefted by his misfortunes ;

and he obtained from the fa£lors and officers of the Eafl: India Company confiderable

afTdtance for himfelf, as well as for the people whom he pretended to have under his

conuiiand. They even did more for him : they engaged M. de .St. Hylaire to take

him onboard his fhip, and to convey him with all his fuite to the Ifle of France. M.
de St. Hylaire, having a rich cargo under his care belonging to private merchants,

made at firfl; fome hefitation: he was afraid of admitting into his veiTel fuch a number
of Grangers who had broke from the prifons of Kamfc'.iatka ; but compafllon got the

better of every otner fenfation. When he had, however, proceeded to iea, his uneafi-

iic^ began to be revived with more ftrength ; and very juftly, for thele people had

given him fome caufe to repent of his imprudent generofity. Thefe adventurers, at the

time when they embarked, had carefully concealed their arms. M. de St. H\ laire,

therefore, when mformed of this deception, was exceedingly forry to have men in his

fliip who were perhaps in a fituation of giving laws to him inftead of receiving them.

Thirty or forty priloners, armed in a formidable manner, were, certainly, fuihcient to

alarm him refpecting the fate of his valuable cargo. In fo delicate and difficult a fitua-

tion what courfe could he purfue ? Ought he to have made ufe of his authority to

difarm thele llrangers ? But his fhip was weak, and badly equipped—ought he in fuch

a cafe to have rifked the property of his employers, and to have expofed his life and
his liberty againfl robulf, refolute, and enterprifing men, who had every thing to gain

and nothing to loi'e ? The Ih'ghtell pretence might have given rife to a quarrel, and

produced an infurre£tion which it was prudent to avoid. M. de St. Hylaire weighed all

thefe matters in his mind, like a wife man ; and, forefeeing his danger, refolveJ, after ma-

ture deliberation, to watch privately all the motions of his paflengers. He even did more

:

he pretended to pay great honour, and to fliew much deference and refped to Count

Benyowlki. This adventurer then affed the man of importance ; exhaufted all the

refources of the mod impudent impofture to give himfelf a flill greater air of confe-

quence ; and by the moft ridiculous bravadoes impofed even on his companions in misfor-

tune. He openly declared himfelf to be their chief ; his orders were pundfually exe-

cuted : he ever afterwards commanded as a malter, and they behaved to him with the

obfequioufnefs of ilaves. None but thofe who were gentlemen durfl fpeak to him.

This is a certain fad. I was told it by M. de St. Hylaire and his oflkcrs.

The honours fo prudently paid to Henyowfki, while they flattered his pride, preferved

tranquillity and good order in the fhip. Subordination, fo ncceflary for the fafety of

navigators, was not interrupted by this dangerous man ; and, at length, after a fhort

and favourable paflage, they arrived at the Ifle of I'lance. Much praife is certainly

due to the wife and cautious condud of M. de St. Hylaire ; for it evidently appears that

he extricated himfelf, with great ability, from a very diflicult and dangerous fituation.

Benyowfki, furroundcd by a numerous fuite, repaired immediately on his landing to

the governor of the colony. He no longer appeared as an unfortunate prifoner, but as

the general of anarniy decorated with feveral infignia, and followed by an aid-dc-camp

whofe rich uniforms announced an ofilcer of fuperior diltindion. What an adonilhing

metamorphofis, or rather what a ridiculous farce ! Had I not been an eye-witnefs of it,

I fliould fcarceiy have ventured to relate it. When the real hiflory of thefe adventurers

was known at the file of France, the general and his brilliant attendants became a lub-

jed of laughter to every fenfible man in the colony. Seamen are feldoni enthufialts.

Such people require coolncfs to fubdue the elements, luid knowledge to condud, from
one
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one extremity of the earth to the other, thofe large floating caftles, which fecure and

proteift the commerce of poHlhed nations. 'Ihe lives of failors, and the fafety of a

fhip or fquadron,- ought not to be entrufted to men too fufceplible of paflion, or whofe
imaginations being lively and irregular are apt to be hurried into fits of delirium. Men
of this kind, who are fond of, and admire, whatever is fabulous or romantic, are

common only among idle and frivolous nations, or in large capitals, where their fatal

influence occafions ftill greater diforders than that of profligates. Such emhuriafl;ic

characters are rare in the colonies, and are always deflitute of credit and authority.

Benyowfki felt the truth of this aflTertion in all its bitternefs. He faw, at the fame

time, of how much importance to him it was to immediately quit a country where his

adventures and travels excited no enthufiafm. The more he prolonged his llay, the

lefs refpeft was paid to him. On his departure for France he threw afide the name of

Baron d'Aladar, under which he had hitherto appeared, and alTumed that of Count dc

Benyowlki : but what is highly worthy of remark is, that, at this epoch, he publicly

announced that he was going to folicit in France the general government of the ifland of

Madagafcar.

This new gafconade occafioned much amufement, and excited no alarm. One muft

have had a foicfight more than human to dread that a hope, in all appearance fo chi-

merical, fl-iould one day be realiied. I can, therefore, fafely aiTert, that words are not

fuflicient to exprefs thole fenlations of uneafmefs and furprife which filled the minds of

the whole colony, when they learned that Benyowflii had been appointed to the impor-

tant ftation of governor of Madagafcar. I am entirely unacquainted with the feducing

arts which this adventurer employed to accomplifli his ends : but M. Poivre, when he

heard this intelligence, faid to me : " We have feen fwarms of locufls devour, in an
*' infliant, abundant crops ; we have feen two terrible hurricanes threaten the Ifle of
" France with entire deflrudion : Madagafcar ferved to repair the evils caufi-d by thefe

*' formidable fcourges ; but, in future, the Ifle of France will have no refource. It

" mufl: fmk under its misfortunes, and perifli if afflidled with fuch difafi:ers. Under
" Benyou flvi's government, Madagafcar will not fupply this colony with provifions

:

" we can no longer have in our diltreifes but difliant and precarious fuccours. I have
" been much accuftomed to fee the fuccefs of impoftors and adventurers ; but that of
" Benyowflii afl:onifhes me ; efpecially after the letter which I wrote refpecling him to

" M. de Boynes. I am well aware that every thing eccentric pleafes and amufes the

" multitude, and leads them into every excefs of credulity ; but who could have
*' irr.agincd, that a ilranger, lately efcapcd from the prilons of Kamfchatka, and whofe
*' character was blafled by his own writings, would have obtained an important fitua-

*' tion withoiit my confent ? Connefted clofely by my office with the profperity of the

" colony, I ought to have infpired him, when he firlt fpoke to me of Madagafcar, with
*' a defne of dethroning the Gr,eat Mogul. His requcft, without doubt, w-ould have
" been granted ; and we Ihould have been delivered."

Benyowlki, however, was permitted to raife a company of volunteers ; and he

tviflied that this troop riiight be drefl'ed and armed in fuch a manner as to fpread fear

and terror among the Malegaches ; but by this he proved how little he was acquainted

with the charader of thefe people. He then chofe the Bay of Antongil for the place

of his principal eflablifliment, though that part of the country is ravaged and defolated

by peitdential fevers, from the month of Odober to the beginning of May. Navigators

call that fatal feaion the winter. No doubt can be entertained that the noxious vapours

which arife from the woods and marlhes, are the real caufe of thefe epidemical difeafes.

The inflammable air and putrid exhalations, which proceed in abundance from water

4 in
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inaftate of ftagnation, and corrupted by the remains of vegetables, change the good
quality of the atmofpheric air, during calm weather or great heats. On fuch occafions

the air is fcldom renewed by the fea breezes ; the north winds carry thefe exhalations

along the coafts ; and drought and tranquillity render their effeds more fatal. The
Malegaches know, in a fmall degree, how to preferve themfelves by remaining in their

huts, or houfes, amidft a thick, fmoke ; yet the fobered and moft robuft of thefe

iflanders cannot always withftand the malignancy of the diforder. It is not furprizing,

therefore, that the Europeans, who are obliged to refide on that coafl, fliould fall vic-

tims to diftempers, which attack even thofe who are feafoned to the climate.

I was witnefs to the entire deflruclion of a fmall French eftablifliment at Foulepointe

about the end of the year 1768. Though afliftance of every kind was fpeedily given

to the unfortunate people who belonged to it, not one of them could be faved. The
robuft as well as the weak all fell viclims to difeafe in the courfe of a very fliort time.

If I beheld this calamity without fharing the fate of the reft, it was becaufe the falu-

brious fea air with which our veffel was furrounded, corrected, in fome degree, the

fatal efFedts of the putrid exhalations. Bcfides, as foon as the firft fymptoms of the

difeafe appeared in the village, all communication with the land, except what was
indifpenfably neceflary, was rigoroufly forbidden. The crew were no longer allowed

to have any intercourfe with the iflanders : nor were their piroguas fuffered to approach

our veflel. Without this precaution the infedion might have been introduced into

the fhip ; and no means could have been devifed to check its progrefs. Thofe who
intend to frequent this dangerous coaft ought not to defpife thefe obfervations, thejuft-

nefs of which is confirmed by a multitude of examples. In a word, one mult either

perifli or fly from that unwholefome climate when the infedion breaks out. No part in

the northern quarter of Madagafcar is free from putrid and malignant fevers ; but thefe

cruel difeafesdo not every year occafion the fame ravages. Their violence and duration

feem to depend more particularly on the direftion of the wind. When it blows long

from the north, the evil is at its height. There are few men robuft and ftrong enough

to refill the influence of this dangerous wind, which prevails only from the end of Oc«
tober till the beginning of May.

Benyowfl<i certainly could not have had very juft notions, or accurate accounts, re-

fpeding the unhealthfulnefs of Madagafcar. Yet it cannot be prcfumcd that the bad-

nefs of its climate was entirely unknown to him, as he had refided fome time at the

Ifle of France. It was obferved even then that he had formed a defign of foliciting the

government of it : but this man, accuftomed to brave every kind o I danger, mult not

have thought fuch an obftacle capable of oppofing the fuccefs of a permanent eftablilh-

ment.

However this may be, Benyowflvi arrived at the Bay of Antongil, furrounded by a

body of troops fufficient to overawe the iflanders. His foldiers were furniflied with

enormous fibres ; they wore piflols in their girdles ; and it appeared as if their arms,

their helmets, and their uniforms had been invented to fpread fear and terror amongft

the natives of Madagafcar. As foon as he had landed, he took formal pofltflion of

the ifland, and made himfelf be proclaimed governor-general. He then traced out the

plans of feveral fortrefles, with a view of rendering himfelf formidable to the Male-

caches, whom he wiflied to conquer and fubdue. His projeds, however, were neither

founded on juftice, nor direfted by a local knowledge of the country. He made war
upon the Malegaches ; exercifed every kind of cruelty againft them ; and was foon

execrated as the tyrant of the country. The natives, frightened, fled into the interior

VOL. XVI. 5

1

^
parts



788 ROCHON's voyage to MADAGASCAR..

parts of the ifland ; all commerce was fufpended ; and Benyowfki deferted was known
throughout all Madagafcar by the name of the wicked ivhite man.

It was, doubtlefs, veiy eafy to forefee that Benyowfki's eftablifliment would not be

attended with fuccefs : but fuch a beginning would certainly appear furprifmg, were
not the immorality and mifconduft of this adventurer well known. The reception

Benyowfki met with in France, and his being vefted with unlimited power, muft

indeed aftonifli every perfon of fenfe. We live in an enlightened age, and, on that

account, it is more difficult to account for the French nation thus confiding in, and

employing, a ftranger whofe anions were more than fufpicious. Several millions were

thus facrificed to a falfe and imprudent fpeculation, from which nothing could refult

'but great evils to the Ifle of France, and flill greater to Madagafcar.

A fimple recital of fafts conveys the moft fevcre cenfure upon the imprudent con-

fidence repofed in this adventurer. M. Poivre certainly is free from all blame on that

account ; for he did every thing in his power to guard his country againft the danger

of being deluded by him.

But let us hear the account of an officer of didinftion, who has every title to the

highefl: celebrity. I am not allowed to mention his name ; becaufe, being now abfenf,

I had not an opportunity of aflcing his permiffion. This officer accompanied M. de

Belcombe and M. Chevrcau when they infpecled Benyowfki's eftablifhments at Mada-
gafcar.

" When I arrived," fays he, " at Foulepointe, on the 17th of September 1776, the

" population of the villages in the neighbourhood of the fort had decreafed one half j

*' bloody wars had defolatcd the whole country ; the crops were entirely deftroyed
j

" and agriculture was fo much neglefted that we could hardly procure three hundred
" pounds of rice. A fcarcity of other provifions was equally felt. My furprife, on
" this account, was very great ; for, when I was in the fame fpot three years before,
*' I obferved commerce and agriculture flourifhing ; the markets were abundantly
" fupplied ; and ten large veffels found a fufficiency of rice to load them, without any
*' increafe taking place in the value of that neceflary commodity. This large quan-
" tity of provifion was folely deftined for the Ifle of France, which three fucceffive

" hurricanes had reduced to a moft alarming flate of diftrefs. All the crops were
" lofl ; a dreadful famine, the inevitable confequence of thefe fcourges, threatened

" the colony with ruin ; and the feverity of it begin even to be felt, when the fpeedy
'' arrival of thefe ten veffels, loaded with rice, quieted the uneafinefs of the iuhabit-

" ants, in the firfl'moments of their .liltrefs. If, on this occafion as on many others,

*' Foulepointe faved the Ifle of France, we could no longer hope for the fame affiflance.

" The fields were uncultivated, and commerce entirely annihilated. The defpotifm of
*' Benyowfki had fpread a general alarm throughout the ifland. The Malegaches in

" conflernation Hed from the borders of the fea, and retired to the inteiior parts of the

" country.
" M. de Belcombe having affembled Yavi, the fovereign of Foulepointe, and the

•' other chiefs of the neighbourhood, afked them if they had any reafon to complain
" of the French, and above all of the fifteen foldiers of Benyowfki's legion who
" guarded the harbour of Foulepointe. Their anfwer to this quelfion was not ex-

" plicit : they were, doubtlefs, afraid that their complaints would ferve as a pretence

" for new perfecutions ; and confined themfelves merely to the requefling of a free

" trade. M. de Belcombe affured Yavi and the reft of the cliiefs, that the French
«' foldiers were kept at Madagafcar only to protc*^ and fecure the liberty of the Male-

" gaches

;
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gaches ; and he exhorted them to cuUivate their lands, and to live in peace with

their neighbours. M. Chevreau took an inventory of the ftores belonging to the

king; and 1\I. de Belcombe, before his departure for the Bay ofAntcmgil, gave

the ftriftefl and niofl: precife orders to the officer who commanded the detachment,

to maintain difcipline among his troops, and to put a fpeedy end to the uneafmefs

and alarms of thefe people.

" M. de Belcombe and M. Chevreau made but a very fhort flay at Foulepoinle. As
the principal objeft of their miffion refpefted Benyowlki's eftablifhment at the Bay
of Antongil, they proceeded thither ; and M. de Belcombe appeared at the head of

the troops, as infpeftor of the French fettlements in Madagafcar.
" I accompanied IVl. de Belcombe and M. Chevreau, being ordered by the governor

of the Ifle of France to attend them on this fervice.

" Benyowfki's audacity aftonifhed me fo much that words can fcarcely exprefs

what I felt. He at firft received M. Chevreau with haughtinefs, and I may even

fay impudence.
" M. de Belcombe appeared fatisfied with the military pofition of the fpot chofcn

by Benyowlki for forming his principal eftablifhment, to which he had given the name
of Loidjlurgh : but though this place may be eafily defended, I know none more
marlhy and unhealthful.

" Louifburgh is fituated on a tongue of land which advances three hundred fathoms

into the fea. The ground upon which the magazines and houfes are built is fcarcely

four feet above the level of the water, in the time of high tides ; and even this ele-

vation has been formed by embankments. All the neighbouring land is a marfii,

which the fea covers at certain periods. The fort conftru6led for the defence and
protedion of Louifburgh, confifts of three baftions, each of which is mounted with

one cannon. This fort is of wood, and is built upon ftakes driven into the earth.

I dare venture to affirm that both it and the houfes are already in need of being

rebuilt ; for all the wood was in a ftate of rottennefs, occafioned by the moifture.

The tongue of land upon which Louifburgh ftands is connected on one fide with

Port Choifeul, an excellent harbour, and capable of receiving feveral large vefTels.

A fpacious and beautiful river, called by the Malegaches Linguebate, gives this

tongue of land the form of a peninfula. The river Linguebate is an hundred and

eighty fathoms in breadth ; it is navigable ; and I followed its courfe in a boat

for the fpace of feven leagues. At this diftancc it is an hundred and fifty fathoms in

breadth.

" On the banks of this river Benyowfki has conftrudted feveral forts, the moft con-

fiderable of which is, at leaft, equal in ftrcngth to that built for the defence of Louif-

burgh. The banks of Linguebate river are only four feet high at its mouth ; but

the nearer you approach to its fource the more this height increafes. In following

its fource I was much delighted with the beauty of the neighbouring fields, which

prefont a fpedtacle highly interefting.

*' I at length arrived with M. de Belcombe and M. Chevreau at a pbce called, by
Benyowfki, the Plain of Health. Between this place and Louifburgh we vifited

feveral fmall forts, and fifteen villages. Benyowfki had boafted much to us of the

happy fituation of this place, which was truly rural ; but we found that its denomi-

nation was altogether improper. The Plain of Health appeared to us to be a very

unhealthful fpot, furrounded by mountains, the great height of which atirafls the

clouds, andcondenfes them into rain. M. de Belcombe remarked to BenyowfKi the

difadvantages of this poft : but though they were obvious, he obftinately rtfuicd to

511 " acknowleil^c
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" acknowledge them. In vain was he fhcwn the defiles in the mountains, which it

•' was impoflible to guard : he ftill perfifted that this pofl was lefs fufceptible of an
" attack than that of Louifburgh. He maintained that a fmall battery, which he called

" Fort Auguftus, fituated on a peaked mount in the middle of the Plain of Health,
" would proteft and defend his eflablifliment in fuch a manner as to repel an enemy,
*' however numerous. I afcended to this fine fortrefs by a paltry flair, confiding of an
" hundred and fifty fteps, and found it a fquare of eight fathoms^ furrounded by
*' palifades abfolutely rotten. Four three-pounders were the formidable artillery,

" which, on the one hand, were to protedt the navigation of the river Linguebate, and
" on the other to defend the grand eftablifhment which he propofed to form at the

" bottom of the fort, and to which he had already given the name of the Town of the

« Plain of Health.
" This town confided, when we faw it, of a magazine fifty feet in length, and

" thirty in breadth ; and of two other fmaller edifices, one of which was intended for

*' an hofpital, and the other for barracks. M. de Belcombe, in my prefence, afked
" Benyowlki, if he had nothing more to fhew him. Benyowfki, without being in

" the leaft difconcerted, replied. My forts proteft the navigation of the important
" river Linguebate, and the free navigation of this river renders me abfolute mailer
'' of the adjacent country. Have I not in this rendered a very eflential fervice to

*• France ? Could any thing more be expelled from the forces and funds which were
" at my difpofal ? Would another in my place have done more ^.—Would he have
" done as much ? M. de Belcombe fmiled, and faid, You fent word, governor, to the

" minifler of the marine, that you had laid the foundation of a large town, which
" you called the Plain of Health. Where is that town ?—What has become of it ?

—

" -Has it difappeared ? for I fee nothing here but a few miferable huts.

" To this embarrafling queftion Benyowfld replied, that his funds had failed. My
*' citadel, added he, has cofl more than I expefted. It was neceflary that I fliould

" firfl pay attention to the fafety of the town, the plan of which I will now Ihew you :

" this projeft is not a chimera ; it will be carried into execution as foon as I can pro-

" cure funds fufficient to undertake it.

" But your citadel, faid M. de Belcombe, is a fmall pitiful battery, commanded on
'' all fides by the high mountains which furround it : this battery of four three-pounders,

" placed on the fummit of a fmall mount, can never anfwer the end you propofe.

" Befides, I here come from France, by orders of the minifler, to infpeft your labours,

" and I cannot avoid making you acquainted with my reflections. Permit me to afk

" you another queflion, no lefs interefling—Where is that grand highway from Louif-

" burgh to Bombetoc .' Enable me, I pray, to give an account of it to the minifler.

" You have explained the" advantages of it to him in the minutefl manner. You have
*' told him that this communication of the eaflern with the weftern fide of the ifland

" mufl make you fovereign, as one may fay, of the African coafl, becaufe the port

" of Bombetoc is feparated from Africa only by the channel of Mozambique. That
" this wild country, interfered by high mountains, forefls, and rivers, ihould not

" have thrown obftacles in the way of your projecl, is to me a matter of aflonifhment

" and furprife.

" That route, faid Benyowfki, is traced out : this is a fad that cannot be contefled.

" I fhall fhew you an itinerary, and diredions to be purfued for traverfing that chain

" of mountains which feparates the eaflern from the weftern coaft. You mufl leave

" on the fouth the high mountain of Vigagora, and follow, a few deviations ex-

" cepted, the road frequented by the iflanders, when they come from the coaft of

" Bombetoc
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Bombetoc to the Bay of Antongil. Some labour will be, doubtlefs, neceffary to

render this road more praflicable ; but the prefent feafon, and my fituation with

regard to the iflanders, will not permit me, for feme time, to engage in that un-

dertaking. If you wifh, however, to explore this route, I will accompany you

;

and you will then fee what difficulties I mufl experience, before I can overcome
thofe obftacles which are to be furmounted.
" M. de Belcombe had neither leifure nor inclination to undertake a long and dif-

ficult journey acrofs the ifland of Madagafcar, and he rightly conjectured that

Benyowfki had not made the propofal but from a certainty of being refufed. M.
de Belcombe thought it his duty to obferve, that he was commiffioned to infpeft

works executed, and not works projefted. Proceeding then to a new queftion,

he afked him why he had ceafed to fend rice and oxen to the Ifle of France. The
wars which I have had to carry on againft the illanders, faid Bcnyowiki, have de-

prived, and ftill deprive me, of the provifions neceflary for my own people. In

iuch a fituation, how could I fend fupplies to the Ifle of France ? You muft readily

fee that it was impofllble. I can with equal eafe juftify the wars I have undertaken.

I aflemble zpalabre, and propofe to the iflanders plans calculated to promote their

advantage. They, however, not only reject them, but the chiefs have the infolence

to threaten me. They even do more : a fignal is given for deflroying me ; feveral

mulkets are difcharged at once ; and I efcape, alniofl: miraculoufly, from this immi-

nent danger. Being vigoroufly fupported by my foldiers, I difperfe the multitude,

and frighten them by fome cannot fliots which I order to be difcharged from the

fort. I infifl on having the heads of thofe chiefs who made an attempt on my life,

in the middle of a folemn aflfembly ; but this is refufed. I then call to my aflift-

ance the Sambarives, a people who live on the banks of the river Manaharre

:

five hundred of their warriors range themfelves under my ftandards, and enable me to

punifli and fubdue my dangerous neighbours. Being compelled to fue for peace,

the articles of a treaty were formally agreed on and fanftioned in a grand cabar or

palabre ; the ufual ceremonies were obferved ; I rewarded the Sambarives when I

difmiffed them ; I promifed to proteft and defend them againft the enterprifes of

their enemies ; and I exhorted them to cultivate their lands, as the fpeedieft mode
of remedying thofe evils which had been occafioned by our diffentions. Thefe evils

are undoubtedly great ; the country is laid wafle ; the principal part of the villages

prefent nothing to the fight but heaps of afhes ; the lands are left uncultivated ;

and a famine has been the neceflary confequence of all thefe diforders. Peace and
tranquillity, however, are about to be reftored : the iflanders, more timorous and
fubmifTive, will apply to agriculture ; and will repair thofe misfortunes, which they

have brought upon themfelves by their odious and criminal plot againft a man who
knows how to make himfelf be feared and refpcded. The authority with v/hich I

am inverted fhall never lofe its force in my hands ; I will never fufter it to be de-

fpifed ; I will enforce obedience. Every military man mull approve my conduct,

and adopt my principles. The whites ought never to truft to the friendfhip of the

blacks ; they ought not even to demean themfelves fo far as to feek for it. 1 am
a foreigner, and on that account ought to exert myfelf the more in order to pro-

cure refpedt to the French flag. My adminiftration will reftore to it that degree of

weight which the weakncfs ot my ])redcce(rors made it lofc. Such almoit was
the fubftance ot Benyowfki's converfation. He added invedives of every kind

againft the iflanders, whofe character he delineated under the blackelt and falfeft

' colours.

3 " We
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" We judged that an abfolute want of provifions was the only motive which had
*' determined him to preferve peace. The hatred and refentment of this revengeful
" man had given way only to the moft urgent neceflity. M. Belcombe, being much
" alarmed on this account, endeavoured to infpire Benyowlki wiih jufter and more
" humane ideas ; and though he was convinced of the inutility of his exhorta-
" tions and efforts to render the peace durable, he refolved, on his return to Louif-
*' burgh, to make a new treaty, in order to convince the inhabitants of Madagafcar
" that he entertained fendments truly pacific.

" Benyowfki violently oppofed this plan, which M. de Belcombe had formed, of
" again affembling the iflanders, for the purpofe of confirming the peace ; and he en-
" deavoured to prove, that the holding of a new palabre would be attended with
" great inconveniences. His remonftrances however were of no avail ; the aflembly
" was held on the fccond of Odober 1776 -, but it was not numerous, and confifted

" only of an hundred and fifty of the natives. M. de Belcombe, on this occafion,

" renewed the treaty ; exhorted thefe people to cultivate their lands ; to avoid all

" caufe of difcord among themfelves ; and affured them that the French eilablifii-

" ment at the Bay of Antongil had no other objeft in view than that of fecuring to

" them happinefs and tranquillity. Sell, faid he, what provifions you can fpare to

" the French, and they will prote6l you. Your enemies will then no longer dare to

" attack you ; and you may, in future, apply to commerce and agriculture with the
" greatefi fafety. It is but doing juftice to M. de Belcombe to obferve, that he neg-
^' ledted no means which were likely to re-eftablifli concord and confidence among the
'' iflanders ; but every hope of profperity was chimerical, as long as the French fet-

•' tlements were under the direction of Benyowfki. The iflanders remained motionlefs,
' and feemed to be infenfible to all the teftimonies of friendfhip and aflurances ofgood-
' will which were given to them. Benyowfki appeared to me very much chagrined
' at the infinuations thrown out againfl his conduft. This was very evident ; for

' M. de Belcombe wifhed that his fentiments might not be mifunderflood, though he
' always behaved to the Governor with that deference and refpeft which are neceflary

' for preferving fubordination. Before our departure from Madagafcar, 1 had a con-
' verfation with Benyowflci, on the little advantage which France was likely to derive
' from the eflablifliment at the Bay of Antongil. You are right, faid he, in your
' opinion ; but a leffon which has coft two millions of livres, is not too dear to teach
• your nation, that it ought to have allowed me a fquadron of fhips, with two millions

' of livres for my annual expenditure. Had itthenfent fix hundred recruits every
' year, I fliould have raifed in the courfe of twenty years a flourifhing and formidable
• colony. I obferved to him that the country was unhealthful ; and that five in fix

' of the people fenl thither fell vi£tims to the infalubrity of the climate. In anfwer to

' this, Benyowfld replied, that by clearing confiderable tradts of land, during the
' favourable feafon, difeafes might be prevented, and that the Plain of Health was a
' healthful fpot, whatever M. de Belcombe might fay to the contrary. If 1 have lofl

' a great many people, continued he ; and if the eighty who remain, are either fick

• or in a ftate of convalefcence, this deplorable fituation, in which you find me, is to

' be afcribed to the war I was obliged to undertake againfl the iflanders, and flill

more to my refiding at Louifburgh. Befides, it is always much eafier to conquer
' a colony belonging to an enemy, than to eftablifh one. I agreed with hinn in this

' idea ; and quitted him, much afloniflied at the confidence repofed by the French
' miniftry in the projcds of this foreigner.

« On
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" On our arrival at the Ifle of France, that colony began to be in want of pro-
" vifions. The refources of Madagafcar had abiolutely failed. It was necellary,

" therefore, to fend fliips to the Cape of Good Hope ; .and heavy complaints pro-

" ceeded from every quarter, in order to open the eyes of the niiniftry refpcding the

" mifconduct of Banyowfki."

The journal from which the above account is extracted proves, that the eflablifh-

ment formed at the Bay of Antongil was not fufceptible of beint^ prefcrvcd.

At the time when it was infpefted by M. de Belcombe, M. de Boynes was not minifter

of the marine. M. Turgot had fucceeded to that office ; and under the adniiniftration

of this prudent minifter fuch an eflablifhment could rot be fupported. Vain eftbrts

were made to avert the florm, for impoftors every where find proteftors ; but fentence

was pronounced ; and if it was not put in execution till the adminiflration of his fuc-

ceflbr, it was becaufe M. Turgot did not remain long enough in office to pay particular at-

tention to this part of his duty. This illuftrious man, whofe eminent talents raifed him far

above the generality of his cotemporaries, knew from M. Poivre, that Benyowlki was a

dangerous adventurer, who had rendered himfelf the tyrant and fcourge of the natives of

Madagafcar. Having juft, then returned to Europe, I learned that Benyowfki had made a

conqutfl of the ifland of Madagafcar; and I heard his courage and abilities every where ex-

tolled. I was affured that he had built towns and fortrelfcs ; that he had conflrufted

a grand road from Louilburgh to Bombetoc ; and all thefe reveries ferioufly propagated

were fo much believed, as to become a fubje£l of wonder and converfation in the city.

One was fcarcely allowed to doubt the truth of thefe ridiculous fables ; and M. Poivre

himfelf was obliged to undertake the tafk of refuting them. In the mean time Benyowlkl,

difgraced, arrived in Paris, where he endeavoured to confirm the reports which had

been fpread of his brilliant exploits in Madagafcar. He complained loudly of the in*

juftice of the adminiflration of the Ifle of France ; and was at length able, if not to

juftify himfelf, at lead lo obtain new rewards. He then infinuated himfelf into favour

wirh Dr. Franklin : this faft is inconteftable, as 1 was an eye-witnefs of it ; but I

cannot reproach myfelf with having fufi'cred that celebrated man to be ignorant of

what 1 knew refpeding this adventurer. Benyowflii, however, went to America,

where he had fcarcely arrived when he again formed a projeft of gettmg pofieffion

of Madagafcar ; and with that view proceeded to the Bay of Antongil, in an Ame-
rican vellel. I am not acquainted with the objed of this expedition ; but I know that

M. de Souillac, the governor of th^ ifle of France, fcnt, on the 9th of May 1786, a

veffel, called the Louifa, commanded by Vifcount de la Croix, to oppofe Iknyowfki's

enterprifes ; and caufed a detachment of fixty men from the regiment of Pondicherry,

under the orders of M. Larchcr, a captain of infantry, to accompany him. M. Mayeur,

alfo, the principal fador, embarked in the fame vedel, in order to gi\e M. Larcher

every information neceflary to counteract the views of Benyo\v(ki ; for it was known,

that he had ftized a magazine belonging to the king at Angoncy, a village fituatcd to

the north of the Bay of Antongil.

The Louifa cad anchor at Foulcpointe on the i ;th of the fame month ; and Count

de la Croix, after procuring fuch provifions as he flood in need of, quitteil that port and

proceeded to Angoncy. He arrived there on the 23d; but indcad of anchoring in the

bay, the entrance of vihich is difficult, and the fituution badly laid down in charts, he

chofe rather to anchor at the didance of half a league from the fliore, in the bay of the

eadern cape near to that of Angoncy. When the veflel was fafcly moored, M. Larchcr

prepared to make good a landing ; and fome boats well manned, and having each two

pieces of cannon in their bows, advanced towards a part of the coiill where no obltacle

appeared to interrupt them: but when the people were jud ready to go on flioit, a

volley
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volley from Benyowfki's troops left them in no doubt refpefting the hoftile intentions

of that adventurer. A few cannon (hots, however, difperfed the enemy, who were

feen retreating into the woods ; and after they had difappeared, a defcent was effefted

without impediment or diforder. M. Larcher, at the head of his men, wiflied to

march diredly towards Benyowlki's fettlement ; but he was unwilling to entangle

himfelf in the thick woods, where it would have been impoffible for him to make ufe

of his artillery. The iflanders therefore, who ferved him as guides, conduced him
by a more open route, which would, however, have prefented infurmountable obftacles

had it been guarded and defended.

M. Larcher had five marfhes, and a bad bridge, ninety feet long, to crofs, before

he could arrive at Benyowfki's fettlement. It may be readily fuppofed that he would

not have purfued this route had he been acquainted with the danger of it : but

Benyowflci was fo little afraid that any one could march by fo difficult a road, that he

had neglefted to cut down the bridge which rendered it paffable. This negligence is

inconceivable in a man who expeded an attack : for it was afterwards known, that

he openly faid, " The people of Foulepointe will foon come to afk reftitution of the

*' magazine I have feized : I am glad of it ; for they will fave me the trouble of going
" to attack them at Foulepointe."

When M. Larcher had pafled the bridge with his artilleryj he diftinctly heard the

noife of people at work. A little while after the advanced guard announced that he

faw a red flag, which is the ordinary fignal for engaging in this ifland. M. Larcher

immediately ordered his men to infpeft their arms, and to prepare for marching

towards the enemy in order of battle. Fifty houfes were then perceived, all regularly

placed in a line, one of which, larger and higher than the reft, was judged to be that

of Benyowflci. They had not yet feen the fort, as the view of it was intercepted by a

fmall grove of trees : but as foon as they diftinguiflied it, they obferved about an hun-

dred men who were retiring to it with precipitation.

This fort, fituated on an eminence, and furrounded by ftrong palifades, was defended

by two four-pounders and a few fwivels. As foon as Benyowflii judged that the French

were near enough, he ordered his men to fire the cannon. The firft difcharge was

with bullets ; the fecond with grape fliot ; and the third with fmall balls. Thele three

difcharges were fupported by a brifli fire of muflcetry ; but notwithftanding this

defence, the French continued to advance in good order. When the commanding
officer thought that he was at a proper diftance from the enemy, he ordered them to

return Benyowflii's fire. This fingle volley proved decifive : Benyowfki received a

wound in the breaft with a ball, which put an end to his exiftence, at the moment
when he was juft applying a match to a canno? loaded with grape-fliot. Luckily the

priming did not catch fire : had this cannon beei^' difcharged, it would certainly have

occafioned great diforder among the French ; and might have, perhaps, caufed their

expedition to mifcarry. They were in a fituation where it was neceflfary for them

either to conquer or perifii ; they were deprived of every means of being fupported
;

all communication with the coaft was cut off; and they were inclofed in fuch a

manner that it would have been impoflible for them to regain their veflel. Imme-

diately after Benyowflii's death, the fort furrendered at difcretion. The greater part

of the iflanders faved themfelves over the palifades ; and no attempt was made to ftop

them. The objeft of the expedition was accompliflied ; and M. Larcher had ftrift

orders to treat the inhabitants of the country with humanity. Some of them, who
joined the whites, laid down their arms, and furrendered themfelves prifoners ; but

they were the fame moment releafed, and reftored to their full liberty. This generous

behaviour
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behaviour induced the chief of Angoncy to come to requeH: peace, and to throw

himfelf under the proteftion of the French. He prefented to M. Larcher an old

Portuguefe woman, and the Baronefs d'Adefchcins, the widow of an officer who had

followed Benyowfki to Madagafcar. Thefe two women had fled for flielter to the

chief; and it was in compliance with their entreaties that he delivered them into the

hands of the French. This chief complained bitterly of Benyowfki's tyranny. He
faid he had reigned over that fertile part of the country where he was efl:abiiflied with

a rod of iron ; that he plundered the inhabitants without mercy ; and dellroyed, through

fear, the fruits of their indudry. He was continually adding new taxes to the

burthens which he thought proper to impofe on them ; and he violated, in an out-

rageous manner, the moft refpcded ufages and cuftoms. Their vain remonft ranees

were rejeftcd with harfhnefs. In treating them as flaves, and fubjefting them to the

moft galling yoke, he wiftied to make them lofe even the hopes of recovering their

liberty. Thefe people were fubmiOive to his caprices : his conlummate audacity, his

cunning, and flill more the impetuofity of his character, had rendered him abfolute

mafter of Madagafcar; and, at the time when he was killed, he was preparing to

drive the French from the ifland and 6ven to turn their kindnefles againfr themfelves.

Generous nation, but too eafy to be deluded, ceafe to give way to that enthufiafin

which has involved you in fo many evils. Remember that the Malegaches have (till

to reproach you for abandoning their country to pillage, and to the tyranny of an

adventurer, who was in every refpeft unworthy of the reception with which you

honoured him. You entrufted to this foreigner feveral millions of money, and objefts

of the utmofl importance. You granted him rewards and marks of diftinftion re-

ferved for your moft zealous defenders ; but what gratitude did he fhew for them ?

He took up arms againft you ; he fired upon your troops ; he plundered your

magaeines. Had not inconfiftency and imprudence prefided over all his actions, he

would have found means to prevent you from carrying on commerce, or having any

intercourfe with Madagafcar.

'^I'he Malegaches, exhaufted by inteftine wars, had loft, during the adminiftration

of Benyowfki, almoft all their good qualities : they were become bale flaves, devoted

to the caprices of a ferocious and intraQable mafter. Under him the lands remained

uncultivated ; agriculture was negleded ; and commerce interrupted had converted

into a defert, a country once fertile and flourifliing. This artful man had fpread the

feeds of hatred and difcord among the iflanders ; and his haughty and difdaintul gait

united with his impudence and impofture to overawe the multitude. Through features

which difplayed pride and duplicity, one could ftill diftinguifli a ferocious afpect,

capable of intimidating the moft intrepid. The events of his lite have been only a

long feries of crimes and villanies ; and his death was a jufl puniflimeiit for his in-

famous treachery. It was neceflary either to deliver Madagafcar from the yoke of this

tyrant, or to abandon the colonies of the ifles of France and B mrbon.

Thefe favage people had neither fuflicient knowledge nor fpirit to recover, by them-

felves, their loft liberty ; and how could they avoid and efcape from the fnares with which

Benyowfki had artfully furrounded them? This common enemy found means by his

duplicity to create divifion amongft them. As the l'"rench therefore, through their

enthufiafm, were the authors of all the evils which they experienced, juftice and
equity would have obliged us to go to their afliftance, even had not tht intereft of

our commerce rendered it neceifary. But I have already proved that the Ifle of

France depends in a great meafure for its fubftftence on the Ifland of Madagafcar,

and this dependence is abfolute in the time of great calamities. The Cape oi Good
VOL. XVI. 5 K Hope
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Hope affords refources tlien which are diftant, expeiifive, uncertain, and in every

refpect infufficient. It is doubtlefs much to be wifhed that fome fixed and per-

manent eflabhfliments could be formed in this part ; but I have (hewn tliat the infalu-

brity of the air is an obRacle which cannot be furmounted without facrificing the lives

of a great number of men. From the month of May, however, till the end of

October, thefe fhores may be frequented without danger. This is the period mod
favourable for commerce ; it is likewife the time of harvefl ; and provifions of every

kind may be then procured.

Reflections on the Northern Part of Madagascar.

THE northern part of Madagafcar is much more fertile in produftions of every

kind than the fouthern part. For this reafon it is more frequented by European

veflels ; but the interior part of the country has never yet been vifited. When at the Ifle

of France, I in vain endeavoured to procure fuch information as miglu enable me to

write a defcription of it. On this fubjeft, Bigorne could only give me fome vague

and uncertain ideas, which it was difficult to make any ufe of. It was, however, from

what he told me that I drew out, at Manaharve, a fliort memoir, which afterwards

ferved as a bafis for Benyowfki, to propofe the forming of an eilabliflmient at the Bay

of Antongil. This memoir contains the itinerary of the iflanders, who go from Bom-
betoc to that bay ; but nothing remarkable is to be found in it, except an account of

the numerous difficulties which occur in that paffage. If the Malegaches furmount

thefe difficulties, it is merely becaufe they are much nimbler, and more inured to

fatigue, than the greater part of the Europeans. The high mountains of Vigagora,

which muft be traverfed, prefent at every flep obftacles capable of (topping men the

mofl: accuftomed to brave dangers of every kind. Whoever may be obliged to under-

take a journey by this rugged way, ought, if he is prudent, to furnilh himfelf with

ropes and poles to climb the fteepeft places. I know by experience how neceflary

fuch precautions, are, for I have made ufe of thefe helps more than once when tra-

velling in thofe mountains. When I found myfelf furrounded by rocks, a fmall cord

held by my guides revived my courage, and facilitated an accefs to the highefl: preci-

pices. Silk cords are preferable to thofe of hemp, becaufe they are ftronger and

much liorhier. Dr. Franklin propofes paper kites, to enable people to crofs rivers,

the currents of which may be rapid. This method might, doubtlefs, be of utility in

certain circumftances to thofe who cannot fwim well. Thofe, however, who are un-

acquainted with that ufeful art may, by means of bamboos faftened to a long rope,

crofs very rapid rivers when they have in their fervice vigorous iflanders and good

fwimmers, who by this fimple apparatus can draw them from the one bank to the

other. With prudence and induftry man may furmount great obfl;acles : there

are few above his genius when he has learned early to attempt to overcome fuch

difficulties.

In the forcfls the compafs is his guide ; and, every where elfe, mechanics furnifhes

him with the means of cfcaping from the mofl difficult fituations. Thefe means vary

according to circumftances ; but it would be improper here to enter into farther de-

tails on this fubje£t. I muft, however, obferve, that a kind of hammock like thofe

employed in the colonies for carrying women and children, would be of infinite utility

to thofe who travel in thefe wild countries. This hammock muft be light and water-

proof; it fhould be made "herefore of very ftrong canvas, covered with gum elaftic

diffolved in linfeed-oil, a kind of varnifh ufed for confaning the inflammable air in

9 balloons.
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balloons. Such a hammock may be employed, not only as a bed, by fufpending it

between two trees ; bur, by means of a bamboo, it may be converted alfo into a

vehicle for tranfporting the traveller from one place to another when he finds himfelf

fatigued : and becaufe the canvas, on account of the varniih, is impenetrable to water,

the hammock becomes a real pirogua, the advantages of which are fo obvious that it is

onneceflary to explain them.

The place moft frequented by the Europeans. in the northern part of Madagafcar, is

called Foulepointe ; but the natives give it the name of Voulou-Voulou. The harbour is

furrountled by a reef of rocks, which break the force of the waves, and flielter (hips

from heavy feas. The fliores of it are very bold, and the lead depth of the water is

twenty-three feet at low tides.

The reef, which confifts of coral rocks, is joined to the main land, and ftretches

N.N.E. whilft the coaft ftretches N.N.W.
The entrance of the harbour, which is on the north fide, is about fifty fathoms in

breadth. The depth of the bafiji is about fifty fathoms : it is capable of containing

ten large veflels, which may anchor along-fide of each other in from thirty to thirty-

five feet of water. The ground is fure ; Isut in the winter feafon, the entrance is fhut

by a fliifting fand bank, which is diflipated when the fouth-eaft fucceed the north winds

or calm weather. The fea never rifes or falls more than four or five feet at the

time of fpring or neap tides. During the hitter the reef of rocks appears above the

water ; and abundance of natural produftions may be then found on them, fuch as

mofles, marine plants, black coral, valuable madrepores, fea ftars, infeds, and (hells,

which by the variety of their form, and the brilliancy of their colours ferve to ornament

the cabinets of the curious. The mouths of the rivers here are bordered with mangles

which are loaded with oyfters of an excellent tafte. Thefe oyflers adhere to the

branches, and form clufters of the mofl fingular and remarkable figures. At a little

diftance from thofe parts which the fea covers, there are found veins of a kind of fand

different from that of the fliore, and which appears to have experienced a femi-vitrifi-

cation. This fand is intermixed with flones of a foft friable nature, interfperfed with

an infinite number of fmall fragments of natural glafs. Foulepointe, according to the

obfervations which I made, lies in latitude 17' 40' 20", and longitude 47° 30'. During

my ftay here, Reaumur's thermometer never rofe above twenty-fcven degrees, and

never fell lower than fifteen. The barometer experienced very little variation, and

always between twenty-eight inches two lines and twenty-eight inches five lines.

Ships can procure at Foulepointe provifions of every kind in abundance, and at a

low price. The markets are well fupplied when commerce experiences no check or

reflraint on the part of the Europeans. Some years ago the people of Foulepointe

refufed to fell hogs and pigs, becaufe an old man who lived at the diftance of four

leagues from the port, and who was accounted a forcerer, had forbidden them. This

OmbiafTe pretended that they would be threatened with great misfortunes if they did

not endeavour to deftroy the race of ihefe filthy animals: but this prohibition docs not

prevent the Europeans from procuring them in the mountains, where they may be

found in large herds. It would not perhaps be difficult to deitroy this inconvenient

fupcrflition among thefe iflandcrs. The villages in the neighbourhood of Foulepointe

are not numerous ; they are difperfed here and there on the declivities of little hills,

and are defended only by palifadcs. They are agreeably fhaded by a multitude of

ufcful trees, fuch as the cocoa-nut tree, bamboos, orange and lemon trees, wild vines,

and bananas, the fruit of which are i'o much cllccmcd by the Europeans : but the mofl

remarkable is the raven, a kind of palm-tree known only in Madagafcar.

5 K 2 » This
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This tree, the top part of which is prepared and eaten in the fame manner as that

of the cybba^epahn, rifes to a great height. It is covered with a hard bark, and its

wood, wliith 's fibrous and hard, is employed for conflrufling houfes. The walls and
pa' titions of thefe houfes are formed of the ribs of its leaves, which have the folidity of
wood and the pliability of leather, and which are faftened together in a very ingenious

manner. 1 he leaves ferve to cover them ; and this covering, which lafts a long time,

is preferable to our thatch.

If is of the leaves of the raven alfo that the MadecafTes make their plates, dillies,

and cups. Thefe veffels are always clean, but they are never ufed more than

once.

Under the membranous covering which inclofes the flowers of this palm, is found a
gummy fubflance of an exquifite tafte, which one would take to be honey.

It is not furprifmg that the Madecafles endeavour to be furrounded by a tree fo

ufeful. They make very large planks of it by fplitting it from the one end to the other.

Thefe planks, however, mufl be ftraightened the moment they are fplit.

The lands belonging to Foulepointe abound with rich paftures and cattle. When
you go along the fertile banks of the beautiful river Ongleby, you are furprifed to fee

it difappear all of a fudden in the fands, at the diflance of four miles from its mouth.
This river, which is deep in fome places and in others broad and Ihallow, produces

plenty of fifh, and is covered with water-fowl. Piroguas fail up it for more than

twenty leagues. It is a pity that this river, like all the reft in Madagafcar, fhould be

filled with monftrous crocodiles. The fight of them often ftrikes a terror into the moft

intrepid iflanders when travelling along its banks. Great precaution is neceffary to

avoid the danger of being furprifed by thefe deftruftive amphibious animals. I one day
faw an ox dragged away and devoured by one of thefe monfters.

What makes the rivers of Madagafcar delightful, renders them alfo dangerous. The
trees and fiirubs which cover their banks, ferve as an afylum and retreat to thefe for-

midable animals.

On advancing a few leagues from Foulepointe, towards the high mountains of

Ambotifmene, the land begins to rife, and the plains and the valleys are fheltered from
the winds by little hills. The heat here is not incommodious, becaufe the country is

high and covered with wood : the low lands, which are lefs cultivated, are more wild

and rural. The iflanders in this part do not keep their cattle, but fuller them to

wander about without a guide, and without fliackles.

The meadows, which are fituated at the bottom of the valleys, are watered by a

multitude of ftreams and rivulets, the windings of which are {o much the more agree-

able as they are formed by the hand of nature. The flowers by which they are

enamelled, have more fplendour, and difplay a greater variety of colours than thofe

with which our meads are ornamented. Tufts of trees fcattered here and there without

art or regularity, render the view of thefe rural fpots delightful and intereft;ing. Some
leagues farther the fcene changes, and the country becoines mountainous. A fliilful

painter would here be at a lofs to fix upon the moll pifturefque fcene. His imagina-

tion, bewildered and undetermined refpefting a choice of objeds, would not allow him
the free exercife of his talent ; he could not advance a fingle ftep without feeing a
fudden and unexpeded change produce new profpects, and the molt interefling points

of view. But without flopping to catch a general fketch of this beautiful country, if

you employ yourfelf in ftudying its produdions, an immenfe and truly ufeful field then

opens before you ; and a multitude of vegetables difperfed every where in profufion

prefent themfelves to your refearches,

19 You
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You will perceive fix diftinft kinds of rice; you will fee barley of a fuperior beauty ;

and you will diftinguifli ten kind^ of yams, feme of which are as large as one's thigh,

and all of them fit for fupplying food to men as well as to cattle. But befides thefe

roots, which require fome care and cultivation, there are others abfolutely wild, called

by the iflanders/.^w^/j/'/j. This root, which is as large as a man's body, has a delicate

tafle, and is covered with a reddifli coloured fkin. We are aflured that it both allays

hunger and quenches thirft : it is diuretic, and eafy of digeftion.

You may procure alfo various kinds of turnips and beans, with peafe of an exqui-

fite tafle.

The varvaiies refembles the caper flirub, and flowers in the fame manner. Each
pod contains a fmall pea of the fize of a lentil. This leguminous plant rifes to the

height of the cherry-tree : in forae of the interior provinces its leaves ai*e employed
for feeding lilk-worras.

When you quit the plains and meadows, to enter thofii Iinmenfe forefts which ferve

as a retreat for a variety of wild animals, your imagination Is flruck with beauties of
another kind. Profound folitude, a coolnefs which furprifes you in fo warm a climate,

fliades inaccefllble to the rays of the fun, and echoes which on all fides repeat the bel-

lowing of the cattle, ftill afford you new enjoyments. But thefc enjoyments do not
equally delight all : they feem to be fuited in a peculiar manner to thofe who are of a
ferious and melancholy difpofitlon : yet, however Infenfible people may be to the

beauties of nature, they will always behold with a kind of enthufiafm that multitude

of trees of a prodigious fize and height, among which thzfoteyjhe is particularly dlf-

tlnguiflied.

Thole who prefer the ftudy of botany to that of mineralogy will find abundance of

plants in the mountains of Ambotlfmene to gratify their curiofity. Enormous blocks

of rock-cry ftal alfo may be fcen there, fome of which are chryftallized, while others

appear to have no regular form ; fome of them contain fchorl and other foreign bodies.

Thofe kmds of fchorl in greatefl; requefl among naturalifts, are common in thefe moun-
tains, as well as Indices cf tin-mines, which the iflanders call voula-foutchcfine. Iron

mines of an excellent quality are dlfperfed in great profufion all over the ifland, and
very near to the furface of the earth. The Malegaches break and pound the ore, and
place it between four (tones lined with potter's clay ; they then employ a double

wooden pump, Inltead of a pair of bellows, to give the fire more ftrength ; and in the

fpace of an hour the mineral is in a flate of fufion. The Iron produced by this t)pera-

tion lii foft and malleable : no better is known In the w^orld. There are, doubtlefs,

other mines in this ifland ; but thofe who wilh to fearch for them muff not be alraid of

difficulties and labour. Riches of this kind being incloled in the bowels of the earth,

much digging and tedious exertions are ncccflary to procure them : befides, accefs to

the mountains of Ambotilinene is impradicable, as the iilanders fay, to the Europeans
j

for their fummits abound with fteep rocks and precipices, which prevent them from
being approached. The highefl; of thefe mountains is about eighteen hundred fathoms

above the level of the fea. In its fiiape it has a great refemblance to the Table Mount
defcrlbed by every traveller who has vlfited the Cape of Good Hope.

I c;m only give this faint fl<.etch of the mineralogical riches of Madagafcar. The
real riches, however, of this ifland are its numerous vegetable produftlons, varied ahnofl

without end by the nature and fertility of its foil. 1 fliall here give a defcriptlon of

thofe which 1 brought to the Ifle of France to M. Poivrc.'O'

Description
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Description of Trees, Shrubs, and Plants, which grow in the north-

£KN Part of Madagascar, and which I carried to the Isle of France,

IN the end of the year 1768.

MALAO'MANGHIT, a large tree, the bark of which is brown, the trunk (Iraight,

and the wood white. Its fap, at firfl; white and milky, becomes, when expofed to

the air, as red as blood. The fruit is a kind of nutmeg. The Malegaches afcribe to

this nut the fame virtues as we afcribe to the real nutmeg.

Rarabe. This is a wild nutmeg-tree, larger and much more beautiful than the

mahW'Viangbit. It furnifhes a nutmeg from which the Malegaches extraO: a very aro-

matic oil. This oil, with which they rub their bodies and hair, is efficacious in curing

and diffipating cold humours. Taken internally it ftrengchens the ftomach.

Bachi-bacbi. The bachi-bachi refembles the rarabe ; but its leaves and fruit are a

little different. It grows in elevated places. Its fruit, as well as the covering which

contains them, is aromatic.

Rhara-horac is a real wild nutmeg-tree, the trunk of which is large, and the branches

bufliy. It delights to grow in moift marlhy places. The.founingo-menarabou, a large

pigeon of a blue colour, is very fond of the fruit of this tree. After digcfting the mace,

it fows the nuts throughout the whole ifland.

Ravend-fara. Of all the nutmeg-trees in the ifland of Madagafcar the ravend-fara

has principally engaged the attention of botanilis. The odour of cloves, cinnamon and

nutmegs is not much different from that of a kind of perfume extra£led by diftillation

from the leaves of this tree. They yield an eflcntial oil much more elleemed than that

procured from cloves. The cooks in India employ this perfume for ragouts, in pre-

ference to any other kind of fpicery. This valuable tree grows in moift places ; but a

dry foil is not abfolutely contrary to its nature. It becomes very large and bufliy ; its

top, which is of a pyramidal form, is well furniflied with leaves ; its wood is white,

exceedingly hard as well as heavy, and deftitute of fmell, but the bark exhales a very

ftrong odour. Its fruit is a real nut flattened at the two extremities. The perfume of

the nut, and the hufk in which it is inclofed, is not fo ftrong as that of the leaves, but

in my opinion it is much more delicate.

Harame. The harame is the largeft and talleft kind of tree that grows in the neigh-

bourhood of Foulepointe. The wood of the trunk appears whitifli externally, and of

a reddifh colour in the heart. When it has attained its utmoft fize, it every year cafts

its outer bark, which is thick and grey. The trunk is fmooth and without branches,

except at the upper extremity ; but its branches are well furnifhed with leaves, and

the bufh on its top has a very beautiful appearance.

I'he fmalleft incifion made in this tree pi'oduces, in great abundance, a white refi-

nous gum, which has a very ftrong aromatic fmell. The Malegache women make it

into a kind of pafte with which they rub their faces, in order to preferve the frefhnefs of

the fkin.

When this refinous gum is burnt, it exhales a perfume like that of incenfe. The

fruit is a nut, the hufk of which only is aromatic.

Lnbcn. This tree grows in fandy places on the fea-fhore, and rifes to a vei7 great

height. Its wood, which is hard, and of a reddifh colour, is proper for being em-

ployed in cabinet-work. The fruit of the Laben is of the fhape and fizc of a large

olive. The kernel it contains is white and oily, and has a delicate tafte.

Fouraha,
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Fouraba. The fouraha is one of the moft beautiful and ufeful trees to be found in

warm climates. The wood of it, next to that of Tec, is thebefl: in India for conflrud-

ing vcfTels. It may very properly be compared to the Tacaiiuica of the Ifle of France.

Like that tree it yields a balm of a green colour, which is excellent for curing wounds.
This tree, which is large and bufliy, is loaded with branches of a great fize, and is re-

markable for its prodigious height.

Tevartna. The tevartna exhibits, in the niidfl: of the forefls, all the fymmetry of

art. It feenis to have been cut on purpofe into a pyramid confuting of fevcn flories
;

and its bulhy branches, placed horizontally around a fmooth ftraighi trimk, give it an
appearance altogether fmgular. It is, perhaps, the mofl beautiful tree known for

decoration.

Hintchy. This tree, the mofl common of all thofe found in the forefts near Foule-

poiute, is exceedingly proper for forming avenues, as its top is well furniflied with

leaves. It rcfembles the plum-tree, and rifes to the fame height. The wood, which
is of a red colour, may be ufed for cabinet work. Its bai'k is fmooth and white ; and
the leaves are large, and of a beautiful green.

Fotcrjbf. Tile foterlbe is one of the largefl; trees in Madagafcar ; but its wood is fit

only for fuel. Another kind oi foterjhe, defcribed by Flacourt under the name of

vouafoutra, grows in the marfhes.

Tanguem. This tree grows on the borders of the fea. Its wood, which is hard and
variegated with veins, is proper for cabinet and inlaid work. The Malegaches make
too much ufe of the fruit of this tree, to the dangerous qualities of which they are no
ftrangers. It is a real manchineel, which, as is well known, produces one of the moft
formidable of poifons.

Antafara. The antafara is known in the Ifle of France under the name of milk-wood.

Its flowers have the fame fmell and fhape as thofe of jafmine. If a flight incifion be

made in the trunk of this tree, it yields, in great abundance, a milky juice which is

of a very cauftic nature.

AJfy. This tree, which is a beautiful kind of palm, rifes to the height of ten feet.

Its trunk is marked with the imprclfion of its leaves, which are continually falling in

fuccellion. Its top is crowned with three or four rows of leaves, four or five feet in

length, and an inch and a half in breadth. Thefe leaves refemble thofe of the lily

:

they are as thick as one's hand, and form a beautiful umbrella.

Tafoumonna. The wood of this tree, which is large and burtiy, is white, and its

bark fmooth. Its fruit is a real acorn, like that of the oak. The kernel has a tafte

fomewhat aromatic, and fmells like turpentine.

Hoimits. The wood of the hounits is of a beautiful yellow colour. The bark is red,

and when an incifion is made in it, a juice red as coral iflues from it. By the help of

a common lye the Malegaches extradl: a fine red dye from the bark of the root. The
hounits is large and beautiful.

Zavin-nmin. This tree rifes to a moderate fize, and is not bufhy. The trunk is

full of knots ; the bark is grey, and the wood white. It growr. in marfhy places.

Lingo. The lingo is a woody creeping twig, which afcends to the lummits of the

highcft trees. 1 his twig is only two inches in diameter. Its wood is yellow, as well

as the interior part of the bark.

I'he Malegaches employ the root and bark of the lingo to dye thread red and yellow.

Harongan. This tree, which is about fifteen feet in height, grows in a fandy foil.

Its leaves are ufed to dye mats and balkets red. The gum extraded from it is a kind

of dragon's blood.

TancaJJon^
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Tancaffhn'. The tancaflbn is a kind of wild vine, the fruit of which is four, and
fomev.hat agreeable to the tafte. This twig rifes to the tops of the highefl: trees.

Its root is diuretic. The iflanders efteein the fruit of the tancnjfon. Flacourt, who
has defcribed feveral kinds of wild vines, makes no mention of it.

Taco. A kind of wild vine like the tancaffotu

Voua-lomba. A kind of vine, the fruit of which the Europeans prefer to all others,

and which they call Mada^nfcar grapes. Their tafle is fomewhat fourifli. This plant

dies every year. Its root is a kind of yam.
Aanakuey. A large fenfitive plant.

Arcfou. A fpecies of elder.

Tougmiinan. The flowers of this tree are (leaped like a bell ; and the wood of it is

ufed for making affagays.

Tafoumounan. Small Vv-hite flowers : fruit like an acorn,

Racoudr'it. A green fruit that grow in clafl;ers.

Uvang-biri. A parafite plant bearing large fquare pods, the feeds of which are anti-

hemorrhoidal.

Tevarie. A pyramidal flirub, cut naturally into ftories.

Azainhou. Has a fruit which grows in the form of a red nofegay.

Uua-he-Tdiichou. Produces a fruit good to eat.

Sarnpan-lcva. Has a fruit in the form of a yellow chaplet.

Tchingit. A kind of baftard fenna tree, with yellow flowers.

Lacca. Bears a fmall fruit like a grain of pepper. Its flowers grow in the form
of the bezel of a ring.

Vognitichfong.

Fanpechourou. A kind of lily in the form of a fl:ar. This flower announces the

feafon for whale fifliing.

Voiia-hintchi,

Filao. Equifetum arborefcens.

Voantlifan. A prickly tree, bearing no leaves but on the top.

Tcbitvi-ovi. A kind of ipecacuanha, feriploca.

Jacitan. A fpecies of almond-tree, without leaves, which produces gum.
Ti?nbalave. Shrub with white gondolated flowers.

Ampalt. Has round leaves which file iron.

Anghivi. Its fruit gives a bitter but agreeable tafl:e to the liquors drunk by the

Madecafles.

Azon-Ratiou. A frefli-water mangle, the pods of which grow oppofite to each

other.

Farafer. A parafite plant, the flower of which is long and red, and fliaped like a

man's hand, or a fork with five prongs.

Vongo. A beautiful tree, the fruit of which is called Vaas-fou-vara. When an in-

cifion is made in its trunk, it produces a yello'vfr gum.
Voua-mitfa-voi. A fpecies of aft;er, or ft;arwort.

Tongouna-lein-tie7i, Kind of mint.

Sanoang-matan-nahanroii. Kind of creeping afparagus.

Ranga-zaa. Bulbous plant with a white flower. "-

Tch'iwiou. White tulip.

Fifuutche. Tree with leaves like thofe of mallow. Flowers grow around the trunk.

Schira. Palm-tree, the bark of which is burnt in order to extrad a fait from it,

ufed by the IMalegaches with their food.

Raven
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Ravsn-tongharis, Balfamic plant.

Tanroujou. Kind of benjamin, bearing a button-fliaped fruit.

Azou-ranou. Shrub, the fruit of which is of a cinnamon colour.

Afatrabt'. Shrub, the bark of which is odoriferous.

Vaing-bare. Parafite plant : its leaves are downy, and its flowers white.

Tahite. Bears thick leaves, and berries like thofe of the holly.

Jang. A tree which produces large bunches of flowers.

Vua-tani. lias a flower like that of the lihoa of China.

Vua-montucung. Parafite plant, with leaves like thofe of the tamarind-tree. Its fruit

refembles a bean.

Fua-toutouc. Shrub, with red fruit, which are eaten, and which tafte like flraw-

berries.

Mou'.ton-rongou. Refembles the rara. Its leaves are fniall, and the fruit oblong

and angular.

Vouang-litirang. Produces a kind of nut, the hufk of which is downy, and of a

yellow colour.

Voua-inalim. Bfars a pod like the apocynon.

Voua-rougni. Kind of frefli-water mangle.

Voua-fourindi. Large tree wiih fmall red flowers difpofed in cluflers.

AmpiiU. Has long leaves, ufed for polifliing wood, and freeing iron from ruft.

Joudi-fafaL Semper vivens.

Youa-fevarantou.

Vouang-tae, Malum cidonium.

Voua-fatre. Kind of box. Its fruit, which are aromatic, are eaten.

Enghi-panxa. Small fpecies of indigo.

Enghi-be. Large indigo with big pods.

Tua-macolicng. Kind of tamarind, from which an oil is extra£ted.

Sacaviroambou. Hog-ginger. A kindof zedoary.

Vua-fao. Species of the fago palm.

Ouvi-rombc. Creeping twig, the leaves of which are fmall, and (haped like a fharp-

pointed heart.

ChifoTitfui. Has fmall leaves difpofed in pairs, like thofe of the lefler harame. Its

flowers confifl of four green leaves inclofed in a calyx.

Vua-honda. Bears a fruit of the form of a cucumber, which fmell like a quince.

Sangnamou-batou. "Ihe leaves of this plant have the fame effied as thofe of the co*

cuius indicus. When ufed to catch fifh, ihey mufl be btuifed.

Vaint-rombou. Herb endowed with the fame properties as the above.

Sanga-Sanga. A triangular kind of bulrufh, the rciX papyrus.

Vua-ioudinga. Bears a fruit like the pipar of China.

Vua-carabo. A kind of twig which bears a fruit like a large chefnut.

Vua-nantoula. Bears a fruit which contains a large kernel like the feeds of the fa-

potilla, but much thicker.

Vouang-pin-lela. Has leaves like thofe of the cinnamon-tree, without any fmell.

Vua-tingtii-le-pas. Produces a fruit of a green colour, the pulp of which difpofed

in coats opens like the petals of a flower. The feeds are found in the heart, inclofed

in a bag with three round corners.

Anja-oidy. Kind of very high heath.

Vua-tcbirie. Species of vacoua with long narrow leaves.

Vua-khicafon. Bears a fmall fruit like the rangoujlan,

VOL. XVI. 5 1. Tebeuti-
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Tchouti-morou or ranou. Small filiquous plant.

Vua-hia-vav'e. Creeping twig with female white flowers.

Vua-nambouavon. Bears red fruit difpoied in the form of a nofegay. The flowers

are of a violet colour ; the leaves, which are whiti(h, and which grow in pairs, are

ufeful for healing wounds and ulcers.

Vua-rha. Kind of fig-tree, the fruit of which are eaten.

Vua-he-ta'itfou.

Varou. Kind of mallow.

Lindem. Species of palm.

jingnan-rambou-lahe.

Tongou-hintchi.

Harame. The gum of this tree appears to be of the fame nature as ambergris.

Chingolpont.

Chijiala.

Alut-mandrout.

Vanghoui-nangboua.

Bakrang. Creeping twig which bears large berries like buttons.

Ardouranga. Small plant, with a red filiquous flower like indigo.

Vaguinang-boua. Shrub with white downy leaves, and white flowers. Its root heals

wounds.

Cani-pouti. Grafs with large leaves, the juice of which is employed for making
figures on the body.

Thipoiilou-pouU.

Adabou. Large tree.

Omi-randra. An aquatic plant with indented leaves ; flowers fliaped like a crefcent

;

root fit to be eat,

Tottlas. Kind of laurel, the leaves and berries of which are aromatic.

Vour-honda. Bears a large fruit like an oblong cylindrical mango. It has a fweet

odour, and its feeds are ramified. The leaves are placed exactly oppofitc to each

other.

Mounoti-founace. A flirub with violet flowers. The leaves are difpofed by threes.

Azou-minti. Curious pyramidal flirub.

Azou-minti-be. The fame with large leaves. A beautiful tree.

Tocam-boudi. A fmall palm with large leaves divided at the extremity.

Fouraiigdra. A kind of creeping twig which bears a triangular bladder. Its leaves

are like parfley.

Voua-mandrouc9u. Produces flowers which grow from the trunk. The petals have

a fpiral form.

Voua-mena. Bears a fweet fruit as red as coral. The wood and the leaves arc

alfo red.

Mang. Tree, the leaves of which are like, thofe of the mallow, but larger and

ftronger. Its flowers are downy like thofe of the kcttnia, and of a rofe colour.

Angua-malou. Kind of ai'omatic flirub, with flowers like golden buttons.

Volang-bondi-poufii. Red wood, which turns black as it grows old. This wood i»

proper for dying.

Tfimamafoo. Creeping twig, the flowers of which are like thofe of jafmine, and of

a bright red colour.

Manouquibonga. Shrub compofed of twigs like the vine. Its flowers, which are

beautiful, and red, are difpofed in the form of a plume of feathers.

lo Maan.
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Maan. Kind of downy plant, with leaves like thofe of the mallow.

Sommoutorang. Bears a downy flower, in fhape like the bezel of a ring.

Lalong.

Via-foutchi. Woody creeping twig. The fruit is inclofed In a flar-like calyx.

Dm-azou. Has a fruit like a fmall pear.

Tavoutaln. Small bulbous plant. It is a fpecles of orchis, and bears a flower of

a flaxen colour.

Chetchia. Kmd of hieracium, with a yellow flower.

Angnan-ramb'jU. Another hieracium, with a violet-coloured flower.

Catoubanda. Kind of chickweed, employed to difllpate fwellings.

Nitntou. Mat-wood of two kinds, with large and fmall leaves.

Anip-elang-thi-fouhc. Gentianella, with a violet-coloured flower.

Campoudi. Kind of chickweed, or alfme.

Onbave. Tree which produces a gum like gum-arabic.

Bofitou. Tree the root of which dyes yellow. It grows near water : its leaves are

thick and difpofed in pairs.

Voai-maraiig. Shrub the bark of which fhops fluxes.

Vuendrang. Kind of galega.

Afe. Large polipodium, the feeds of which are eaten.

'Tabourouncingat. Betel tree.

Vua-rozan.

Voua-ojfitii.

Ampela7Ughi. Beautiful plant, which rifcs to the height of a foot.

Sondi'fa-fat. Plant found on the borders of the fea. The Malcgaches when fatigued

rub their bodies with the leaves of this plant, and fuch frictions render them frefli

and nimble. They pretend that the leaves of the Sondi-fa-fat are incorruptible. They
are applied with fuccefs to wounds.

Vognin d'ofong. Parafite plant, the leaves of which refemble thofe of the lily. The
period when this plant flowers announces the time of whale-fdhing. It flowers in June.

The prows of the piroguas which are intended for the whale-fifliery are ornamented

with large bunches of its flowers.

yfzimcna. Very beautiful flirub with a bufliy top Its leaves are thick, and of a

bright green colour. It rifes to the height of four feet ; and its flowers exhale an ex-'

ceeding fweet odour.

Tculon-gouala. A flirub the leaves of which are odoriferous, and ferve the Malc-

gaches to make pillows. It is about four feet in height, and its fruit are bitter, oily,

and aromatic.

Voua-azignc. The fliraightefl: and tallcfl: tree found in Madagafcar. It greatly fur-

paflcs in height all the other trees of the ifland. Its wood, which is yellow, hard,

and heavy, is employed for building houfes ; but more commonly for making the

keels of piroguas. The gum which dillils from this tree, is as yellow as amber ; but

it is \ircous and without Imcll. The Malcgaches procure from this valuable tree a

kind of clear oil, which when frcfli has a very agreeable tafte. This oil mixed with

rice renders that food more delicate ; and it is for the moll part prepared in this man.

ner by thufe iflanders.

Tow^monncirn. Tree which grows on the fummits of the mountains. Its wood,

which is hard and heavy, is of a red or brownifli yellow colour, mid is ufed for cabinet

'Work and aflagays.

5 L 2 Voban-
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Vohanftlan. Tree twelve feet in height. Its trunk, which is ftraight, is covered
with prickles ; und its leaves, v/hich are four inches and a half in length, and two and
a half in breadth, are of a beautiful green colour. There are no leaves on the trunk
of this tree ; but its top, which is perfeftly round, is loaded with them. The wood-
pigeons are remarkably fond of the fruit of the vohan-Jilan, the appearance of which
is altogether fingular.

Toidouc. Bulhy flirub which grows in every kind of foil. The fruit of this fhrub

has an agreeable tafte, and is known under the name of the Madagafcar ftrawberry.

It is efteemed by the Europeans as well as by the Malegaches.

Voua-feverantou. Bulhy fhrub which rifes to, the height of fix or feven feet. It

grows commonly in a fandy foil. Its wood is white.

Chl-font-fuL Beautiful fhrub, the flem of which is ftraight, and without leaves.

Its top is round and bufliy.

Fingucre. Kind of wild fig-tree, which, when incifions are made in it, yields a

milky juice. This juice, after it coagulates, forms a real elaftic gum, like that which
diftils from the caoutchouc. The Malegaches make flambeaux of it, which burn
without wicks, and afford them an excellent light when they go out to fifli in the

night-time. Spirit of wine makes no imprefTion on this gum ; but it diiTolves in cether

and linfeed-oil. There are alfo other fat and oily fubflances which affeft it very

fenfibly.

TheJiriguere rifes to the height of twenty feet. Its leaves are eight inches long, and
four in breadth. Its fruit refembles a round fig, and is full of fmall feeds. The Male-
gaches eat this fig with pleafure ; but for my part I found it bitter and cauflic.

On attentively examining the bottles and other velTels which the Peruvians make of

elaftic gum, it may be readily comprehended how eafy it would be to employ it in

chirurgical operations. Belts and bandages made of this fubftance would be attended

with many advantages. Diffolved in linfeed-oil or aether, it in a great meafure lofes its

elafticity, and in that ftate it is very proper for coating over filk, in order to render it

impervious to air or water. M. Bernard lately has employed elaftic gum for a variety

of purpofes, which it would be too tedious to enumerate. I muft, however, obferve

that the Chinefe have been long acquainted with the art of diffolving this elaftic gum,
and of giving it various colours. M. Bertin, minifter of ftate, was fo kind as to fliew

me feveral articles made of it, the moft remarkable of which was a fmall ball, per-

feftly refembling a ball of amber.

Bagneis. Plant from which real indigo is procured in Madagafcar. The iflanderj

extract this dye from it by a very fimple operation. When the plant begins to flower,

they infufe the ftem and the leaves in water. After they have become putrid, the wa-

ter affumes a violet colour, and when this colour grows very dark, the ffem and leaves

are taken out. A certain quantity of oil is then poured into the coloured water, and

the water being drawn off, a fediment remains behind, which, when dried in the fun,

furniflies a beautiful indigo.

M. de la Marck made me obferve that the revendfas is not a nutmeg-tree, but a

proper genus. It is the bagatophyllum *.

The inichy, according to the opinion of that learned botanift, is a courbaril-hymetiaa.

The antafara. according to the fame, is a fpecies 'of the genus called tabcrna-tnon'^

tana.

* Jujf. Cm. p. 43 1.

' The
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Thejilao is the eaj'uar'ma of Forfler and Linnseus the fon.

The Tua-tchiric is the pandamus.

In the enumeration, here given, of the trees and plants of Madagafcar, I have made
no mention of ananas, white pepper, water-melons, bananas, Indian faffron, the large

cardamum, ginger, veronica, alkekengi, purflain, fweet bafil, ftar-wort, gentianella,

the winter cherry, the papyrus of the ancients, Q.d\\t(\ fartga-fanga, the nenuphar, &c.

&c. With regard to the animals found in IMadagafcar, Flacourt has left nothing of

importance for me to fay on that fubjeft.

Description of a Tree, which bears a singular Fruit, much cele-
brated IN India, and known under the Name of the Cocoa of the
Maldives.

THE tree which bears that fruit, known under the name of the Cocoa of the MaU
dives y or xki^fea- cocoa, rifes to the height of forty or fifty feet. The top of this beauti-

ful tree, which may be claffed among the palms, has the form of a fan ; and is com-
pofed of ten or twelve branches, twenty feet long. Each of thefe branches, or palms,

proceeds from a pedicle fix feet in length, which is indented quite round.

From the bottom of the leaves arifes a ramified panicle, the branches of which are

terminated by female flowers. The piflil of thefe flowers, when ripe, produces a fphe-

rical fruit, eight or ten inches in diameter. The covering of the fruit is thick and
fibi'ous, like that of the common cocoa. The fliape of thefe cocoas, however, is ex-

tremely fingular ; and the bottom of them is filled with a milky fubflance, of a bitter

and iKfagreeable tafte. I'he trunk of this tree differs very little from that of the cocoa-

tree ; but it is larger and harder. The Ifle of Pdlms is covered with this tree : but it is

not to be found in any of the neighbouring iflands, or in any other known part of the

world. It is probable, therefore, that thole nuts which are accidentally found at the

Maldives have come from the Ifle of Palms, though the dill;ance between thefe two
places is about three hundred leagues. This remark may fervc to point out the direc-

tion of the currents in the Indian Ocean.

The Indians afcribe great medicinal virtues to this nut, known to botanifls under the

name oi nux medfca. The Afiatic phyficians pretend that it is antifcotbutic ; that it

radically cures the venereal difeafe ; and that it is a powerful antidote ag;unli; poifon.

The Indian princes caufe cups to be made of it, which are always more or lels orna-

mented with gold and precious (tones. Thefe cocoas are iu fo much requcft all over

Afia, that it was not uncommon, about the year 1759, the period when they were

difcovered, to fee them fold for upwards of four hundred pounds (lerling each.



( 8oS )

THE HISTORY OF THE DISCOVERY AND CONQUEST

OF

THE CANARY ISLANDS:

Tranflateil from a Spauifli Manufcript, lately found in the Ifland of Palma '

With an Enquiry into the Origin of the Ancient Inhabitants.

By George Glas.

BOOK I.

THE firfl: account we had of the Canary Iflands being pubHcIy known in Eui'ope,

after the decline of the Roman empire, was fome time between the years 1326
and 1334, by means of a French fhip that was driven among them by a ftorm.

Upon this difcovery, a Spanifh nobleman. Count of Claramonte, named Don Luis,

fon of Don Alonzo dc la Cerda, furnamed the Difinherited f, procured a grant | of

thofe iflands, with the title of King, from Pope Clement VI, upon Condiuon that he

would caufe the gofpel to be preached to the natives.

Two years after this, Don Luis obtained a Licence ffom Pedro, king of Arragon, to

equip a fleet from fome of his ports, in order to take poflTefllon of the Canary Iflands

;

but though fome of his fliips were adually fitted out, yet the defign failed, firft by
reafon of his being engaged in fome other affairs, and laftly by his death, which hap-

pened foon after. However, it is probable that either part of that fquadron, or fome
other fliip?, went to the Canaries about that time, the crews of which were natives of

Majorca, which then belonged to the crown of Arragon. What became of thofe

veffels ftiall be related in its proper place. Nothing was done afterwards towards per-

fecting the difcovery, until the year 1385, when fome Bifcayners and inhabitants of

Seville joined to equip a fleet of five fliips at Cadiz, in order to make defcents upon and
plunder the Canary Iflands and the adjacent coafl: of Barbary. The command of thefe

fliips was given to one Ferdinando Peraza, a gentleman of Seville.

After coafl;ing the African flbore, they failed weflv/ard, and fell in with the ifland

now called Lancerota, where they landed. The natives came in crowds to the port

to behold them : but the Spaniards fhooting fome arrows among them, killed fome,

• 4to, London, 1764.
•}• He was right heir to the crown of Caftille, but was deprired of it by his uncle Sancho IV. From

Donna Ifabella, daughter to this Luis dc la Ccrda, i» defccndcd the noble family of Medina Ceh in Spain.

Mariana.

X When this grant was made to Den Luis, it gav? fuch umbrage to the Enghlh ambaffadors, who then

happened to be at Rome, that they iiiiincdiately ciifp-.itcacd in exprefs to their court, to prevent this con-

veyance, imagining there were no otlicr Furtunate Iflands than tiiole of Great Britain : fuch was theiguo-

rance of thofe times. Htylln't Cofmograpliy,

wounded
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wounded others, and fo frightened the refl that they ran away ; upon which the Spaniards

inaixhed to the town where the natives rcfided, which th-cy faclced, and carried oft" a

hir^c booty of goat-fkins, tallow, and flieep, and one hundred and feventy of the

inhabitants, among whom were Guanareme, King of the ifland, and Tinguafaya, his

wife : with thefe they returned on board their (hips, antl failed back to Spain ; where,

in thofe days, their plunder was reckoned to be very valuable.

The next expedition to Laucerota was from Seville, in the year 1,393. 'l^is fleet

did not attempt to fubdue the ifland, but returned foon after, with feveral captives and
a great number of goat-fkins ; by which it appeared that the defign of the Spaniards,

in thofe expeditions, was only to enrich theml'elves by robbery and plunder. Several

people now, excited by avarice, folicited Henry III, King of Caflille, for a licence to

conquer the Canary Iflands, as Henry pretended they were his property ; but on what
he founded this claim, I believe, is not known. In the year 1369, the contention for

the crown of Caftille was ended by the death of Don Pedro, who was (tabbed by his

baftard-brother Don Henry, who th^n fucceeded to the crown. A few years before

this happened, feveral noblemen, from the province of Normandy in France, came to

Caftille, to the ainibince of Don Henry, among whom were Hertrau Chiquin, Confta-

ble, and Rubin de Bracamonte, Admiral of France. This laft had two nephews by a

fifter who lived in Normandy, and was married to the Lord of Betancour, Granville,

and other places in that country : the eldeft, named John de Betancour, though at

that time an old man, had a Ifrong defire to travel, and do fomething worthy of his

anceftors, and therefore determined to make a voyage to Spain to vifit his uncle the

Admiral, With this view he went to Rochel, a fea-port town, where he was to em-
bark for that country : while he remained there, he became acquainted with one
Gadifer de la Sala, a man of confiderable fortune. This perfon, having the fame
paffion for feeing foreign countries, foon agreed with John de Betancour to go with

him in queft of the Fortunate Iflands, much talked of at that time in Europe. In

order to profccute their defign, they fold fome of their lands, and mortgaged others,

by which they railed money fullicient to equip a fmall fleet, well provided with (kilful

mariners, pilots, and fome people as interpreters, who mull confequently have been
in fome of the iflands btfore tiiat time.

This fleet confifl:ed of three fliips, containing two hundred perfons, cxclufive of the

feamen : among that number were many young gentlemen of Normandy, feveral of
whom were relations of John de Betancour. On the firll: of May, 1400, they fet fail,

and proceeded on the voyage, without any thing of confequence happening to them,

until they arrived at the iflands. The firfl: they faw was Lancerota, which name was
then given to it by John de Betancour, probably in hoiiour of fome perfon of his

acquaintance. When he landed his men, the natives gathered together in a body to

defend themfelves, imagining that thefe ftrangcrs were come to plunder and carry them
oft", as others had done before : but obftrving the French to be well armed, and
keeping together, they were afraid to attack them, but retired into the country, and
left them at liberty to encamp in a convenient place ; for the natives had nothing to

oppofe them with but flicks and flones, thefe being their only weapons.

But finding that the French remained fome days in the fame place, without follow-

ing or attempting to moleft them> they began to take courage, fo that fome of them
ventured into the camp, who were well treated by John de Betancour and Gadifer de
la Sala, who allowed them to take whatever they chofe, and to come in and go out

of the camp whenever they pleafed. This good treatment removed all their fears

;

infomuch
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infonnich that when ihe French began to build a fort for then- defence and accommoda-
tion, the natives chearfuUy afiifted them in bringing flones, lime, &c. necelTary for the

work. 1 his fort was built at the port of Rubicon.

The ready obedience and quiet behaviour of the natives gave great fatisfaclion to

John de Betancour and Gadifer de la Sala. They now determined to pafs over to the

next ifland, which is feparated from Lancerota only by a channel of two leagues in

breadth ; and, leaving an officer and fonie men in the port of Rubicon, they landed at

Valtarrahala, in the ifland of Fuertaventura, then called by the French Foriuite. Ihe
inhabitants, feeing fuch a number of flrange people coming into their ifland, gathered

in great numbers to oppofe them, being men of a more warlike fpirit than thofe of

Lancerota, ftronger, and of a larger fize j which the French perceiving, and confider-

ing what a handful of people they had to attack fuch a multitude with, thought pro-

per to reimbark, and fet fail : taking, therefore, a view of fome of the reft of the iflands,

they afterwards returned to Lancerota, where they confulted what was next to be

done ; and confidering how few people they had for fuch an undertaking as the cou-

queft of the iflands, it was determined that Gadifer de la Saia ihould return to France,

in order to bring over fupplies of men, &c. Accordingly he went ; but, unfortunately

tor the expedition, he died a few days after his arrival in France. When this was

known to John de Betancour, he found himfelf deprived of his expe£l:ed fuccours,

and without money or friends in France ; which determined him to embark for Spain,

where he arrived, and applied to his uncle Rubin de Bracamonte, and other relations

there, for afllfliance to profecute his defign : but his chief patron and intercefl'or with

the King of Caftille was the Infant Don Ferdinando, afterwards King of Arragon, by
whofe means he procured from the king, Don Henry III, a grant of the Fortunate

Iflands, with the title of King. This done, he went to Seville, and equipped a fleet,

well provided with men and neceflaries, for the conqueft of thefe iflands, the King

fupplying him with money to defray the charge of that armament. -This grant of the

Canary Iflands to John de Betancour was dated in the year 1403.

When John de Betancour arrived in this country, the ifland of Fuertaventura was

divided into two kingdoms, one commencing at the Villa and continuing unto Handia,

and the other extending from the Villa unto Corralejo, which were feparated by a loofe

dry flone wall, four leagues in length, crofling the breadth of the ifland from fea to

fea. There were in this ifland, at the time of , the conqueft, four thoufaiid fighting

men. Thofe amongft them who were moft famous for their virtue and valour had the

appellation of Mahay and Altihay, which were names of great honour. It is faid that

when John de Betancour and Gadifer de la Sala came in queft of thefe iflands, the

then king of Lancerota, who was named Guadarfia, was delcendcd fioiu an Kuropean,

who had been driven by a tempeft on this ifland, and whofe hillory is related after this

manner

:

When Don John I, fon of Henry II, reigntd in Caftille, he was engaged in a war

againft the King of Portugal and the Duke of Lancafter, about the fuccefiion to the

crown of Caflille ; the duke pretending that it was his right, on account of his mar-

riage with Donna Conftanza, eldelt daughter of King Peter.

In the courfe of that war, and about the year 1377, King John fent fome fhips, com-

manded by one Martm Ruiz de Avendano, to fcour the coafts of Gallicia, Bifcay, and

Ergland. This fleet met with a fevere tempeft, which lafled many Jays, m!omuch
that the admiral's fliip was obliged to bear away and drive belore Uie wind, until

ihe arrived in a port at the ifland of Lancerota.
A Here
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Here the Spaniards landed, 2nd were kindly received by the natives, who treated

them with the bed that the ifland afforded. Don Martin Ruiz de Avendano was lodged

in the houfe of Qonzamas, the king, while he remained in the ifland. In that time

he became fo intimate with Fayna, the King's vife, that fhe had a daughter by him
named Yco. Her complexion was very fair, in comparifon of the natives : when of

age, {he was married to one of the royal family, who became King of the ifland after

Guanarame and Tinguafaya were carried prifoners to Spain, in the fleet commanded
by Ferdinand Peraza, in the year 1385 or 1386. By this man Yco had a fon named
Guadai fia. After Guanarame's death, there was a great diflention in the ifland about

the fucceflion ; the natives infilling that Guadarfia was incapable of it, becaufe his

mother Yco was not noble, being, as was fuppofed by her colour, the daughter of a

ftranger, and not of Qonzamas the king. 'I'o end the difpute, the council met, and

came to a refolution, to fliut up Yco with three female fervants in the houfe of the

deceaftd Qonzama?, and there to fmoke them ; and if flie came out alive, fhe was to

be declared noble, and the genuine offspring of Qonzamas. Before flie went to the

fmoaky trial, an old woman advifed her to convey fecretly into the room a large fpunge

moiftened in water, and when the fmoke fliould begin to be troublefome, to put it to

her mouth and noftrils, and breathe in it. Yco took her advice, which fucceeded to

her wilh ; for when the door of the room that was fmoked was opened, the three fer-

vants were found ftifled, and Yco alive ; upon which (he was brought forth with

great marks of honour, and her fon Guadarfia was immediately declared King of Lan-

cerota. This is the fame whom John de Betancour found reigning, on his firft arrival

at that ifland.

John de Betancour, being defirous of bringing the ifland of Canaria into fubjection to

him, failed thither with two fhips, and anchored at a place called Anganagen, where

he landed all the forces which he brought with him, and marched them up the country

in good order, and with great precaution, lefl they fliould be furprifed. This was a

necefTary meafure, as appeared afterwards ; for the natives, feeing fuch a number of

armed men on their ifland, immediately gave the alarm to each other, and aflTembled

in great numbers, headed by a King or Captain, named Artemis, and fell upon the

F.uropeans with great fury and refolution, annoying them with flones and darts, which

they threw by hand with amazing dexterity, and with fuch velocity as to exceed the

motion of thofe thrown from flings or bows. Befides thefe weapons, they had fl:icks

or poles, whofe ends were hardened by fire, and fliarpened, which they ufed as fpcars.

John de Betancour and his men defended themfelves with the greatefl; courage ; but the

attack they had to fuftain was fo rude, and the natives, with their Captain Artemis,

prefled fo furioufly on them, that though the Europeans killed a great number of them,

they were at length obliged to give way, and retreated in good order to the fea-fliore

:

but the natives gathering on every fide, to the number ot five thoufand, purfucd our

adventurers fo clofely, that John de Betancour, finding it in vain to attempt the con-

quefl: of the place with fuch an handful of men againll fuch a multitude of well "rmed

and valiant inhabitants, reimbarked with his troops, under favour of the night, in the

befl manner he could, leaving the field of battle to his enemies, who neverthelefs bought

their vidory at a dear rate, having their King Artemis, with many others, killed in

the engagement.

From Anganagen the fleet failed for the ifland of Palma ; but not being able to eflc£l

a landing, it was determined to return to Canaria, to try their fortune once more againfl

the courageous natives, and retrieve the honour they imagined they had lofl; there : but on

their arrival they found thofe people aflembled in vail numbers to oppofe them, which

VOL. XVI. 5 M made
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made them fall back to Fuertaventura. It was on this expedition that John de Betan-

cour gave the epithet of Grand (or Great) to the ifland of Canaria, which it retains

to this day.

John de Betancour remained fome time in Fuertaventura, to refrefli his men, and
cure them of their wounds. After his unfuccefsful attempt on Canaria, he could not

pretend to try his fortune again there, for want of more foldiers ; but, not enduring

to remain idle, he determined to make an attempt on fome other ifland. To this end
he took with him all the men that could be fpared from his garrifons of Lancerota and
Fuertaventura, and failed to the ifland of Gomera, where he landed at the principal

port without oppofition, which furprifed him greatly, and made hira apprehenfive of

an j.mbufcade ; he therefore marched flowly up the country, with the greateft pre-

caution. Soon after he perceived the natives approaching towards him in a diforderly

manner, without any fign of hoftillty, but on the contrary with an appearance of mirth

and joy ; however, they came armed with darts, lances, fwords, fliields, and crofs-

bows, which greatly perplexed him, and made him ftill more apprehenfive of danger,

till they drew very near to him, when fome of them accolted the Europeans in the

Spanifli tongue, which amazed and agreeably furprifed them. Both parties now began
to converfe together freely and in a very friendly manner ; and the Europeans were
moft courteoufly entertained by them. This behaviour of the Gomerans, the fertility

of their ifland, the goodnefs of the climate, and its excellent harbour, induced John
de Betancour to fpend fome time in it, in order to refrefh and flrengthen his people.

During his flay in Gomera the Europeans and natives lived together in the utmofl

harmony, infomuch that thefe gave a cordial invitation to the new-comers to take up
their refidence among them. This invitation was readily accepted by John de Betan-

cour, who thereupon made a diviiion of lands among his followers, and determined,

fmce he had now bid adieu to his native country, to fix his refidence for the remain-

der of his life in the pleafant ifland of Gomera.
We mufl now enquire into the caufe of this kind reception which the Europeans met

with from the natives, and by what means fome of the latter fo well underltood and
fpoke the Spanifli language.

It appears then, that about thirty years before the arrival of John de Betancour, fome
Spanifli veflels came to Gomera, commanded by one Don Ferdinando, who landed at

a place where the King's brother lived : the natives attacked the Spaniards, but were
defeated, and the King's brother loft his life in the encounter. After this, Don Fer-

dinando marched in-land ; but as foon as Amalvige, the King of the place, heard of

the invafion of the ifland by flrangers, and of the death of his brother, he gathered

the natives together, and gave battle to the Spaniards, who were defeated, and pur-

fued into a place which had only one narrow entry, fo that they could not retire but

by throwing themfelves over the flcep clift's that furrounded them, the iflanders having

blocked up the palfage by which they entered with felled trees, and guarded it fo

clofcly, that the Spaniards were compelled to remain there two days without meat or
drink. Ac laft Don Ferdinando found means to come to a parley with Amalvige, in

which he fo effedtually wrought upon that Pri;ice's companionate difpofuiun, that he

ordered the palfage to be cleared, and conducted the ftrangers to his refidence, where
he entertained them with great hofpitality, giving them provifions and whatever elfe

he couKi afford ; in fliort, he treated them as if no difpute had ever fubfilleJ. When
Don Ferdinando returned to his fiiips, which he had left in the harbour, he made
feveral prel'ents to Amalvige, confiiting of fwords, fhields, and other warlike accou-

trements, which were held in great elleetn by the natives : he then took leave of his

5 benefactor.
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benefactor, and failed away. It is faid, that before he departed, Amalvige tvas con-

verted, and baptized with many of his people ; that he was named Ferdinando
Amalvige ; and that when the Spaniards were going away, the King begged of their

commander that he would leave fome perfon to inftrud them in their new do£lrine,

upon which he left a prieft, and promil'ed to return foon himfelf. The prieft did not
long furvive the departure of Don Ferdinando ; however, by his good beliaviour, in

that fhort fpace of time he greatly won the aftections of the natives, and baptized many
of them. They fay it was owing to him that John de Betaucour was fo well received in

Gomera, having filled their minds with the moft favourable impreflions of the Spaniards.

"Who this Don Ferdinando was, cannot certainly be determined: there are two opinions

concerning him ; the one is, that he was one Don Ferdinando Ormel, a native of

Corunna, in Gallicia, who, with feveral of his countrymen, left the fervice of the

King of Caflille, to enter into that of the King of Portugal. About the year

1382, he went with a fleet to fcour the coaft of Spain, fubjeft to Don Juan I, then

King of Caflille, and was driven by a tempefl:, with fome of his fhips, to the ifland

of Gomera : this Don Ferdinando was father of Don Juan Ferdinando Ormel who was
killed by King John!, of Portugal, in the houfe of the Queen Donna Leonora. The
other opinion is, that he was one Don Ferdinando de Caftro, who was in the fervice of

King Ferdinando of Caflille, and much beloved by him After that King's death he

went to refide in England, and could never more be prevailed on to return to his

native country ; but we are not told how he left England, or what accident brought

him to Gomera.
Why this ifland was called Gomera is not known, though it undoubtedly bore that

name before the arrival of John de Betancour, which it ftill retains.

John de Betancour, after fettling affairs in Gomera, failed to the ifland of Hierro or

Ferro, and anchored in the harbour belonging to that ifland. When the natives per-

ceived the fhips approaching with their white fails, they remembered the prophecy of a

man who had formerly lived among them, named Yore, and who was reckoned a

foothfayer or diviner ; this man, when on his death bed, called the natives together,

and told them that after his death, when his flerti fhould be confumed and his bones

mouldered to dull, their god Eraoranzan would come to them in white houfes on the

water ; and advifed them not to rcfifl or fly froni him, but to adore him, bccaiife he

was to come to do them good. The natives, who placed great faith in his predictions,

buried him in a place apart from the reft of their dead, that his bones might afterwards

be diftinguiflied from theirs. Now feeing the fliips approach with their white fails

fwelling on the furface of the waves, they firmly believed the prophecy was fulfilled,

and went to the cave where Yore was buried, and there found his bones crumbled to

duft ; upon which they ran joyfully to the fliore to receive their god Eraoranzan.

When John de Betancour anchored in the port, he took great care in landing his

men, for fear of being overpowered by the iflanders, who were crowding to the

water-fide ; but finding that they were unarmed, and fliewed no figns of hoftility,

he approached them, and was received with every demonftration ot joy and

friendfhip : the natives conducted the Europeans to their houfes, and treated them with

the belt of every thing they had. John de Betancour having thus got footing in Hierro,

gave thanks to God for his fuccefs, antl that no blood had been fpilt on the occafion.

He flaid there fome days to refrefh his people, and then returned to Fuertavenlura, after

leaving in Hierro a mixed garrifon, compofed of Bifcayners, French, and Flemings,

under the command of one JLazaro, a Bifcayner, to whom he gave a llrid charge to

5 M a behave
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behave to the natives with indulgence, and to ufe all pofTible means to inflrucl them In

the faith and dottrine of the Church of Rome.
The name of thisifland, before the arrival of John de Betancour, was Efero, which

fignifies, in the language of its ancient inhabitants, Strong: when the Spaniards fliewed

them iron, they found it exceeding every thing in ftrength, therefore they called it

Efcro ; and afterwards, when they began to fpeak the Caftillian language, they called

iron indiflferently by the name of Efero, or Hierro, which lad is the Spanilh word for

that metal ; fo that they at lart: tranflated the real name of the ifland Efero into the

Spanifh one Hierro, which it retains to this day. But the Portuguefe and fome others

following their own dialeft, call it Ferro : and fome will have it, that the natives

called it Fer ; though there is no proof for this affertion.

The four iflands, Lancerota, Fuertaventura, Gomera, and Hierro, being now con-

quered, the natives converted, and order eftablilhed among them, John de Betancour,

after taking fome repofe, began to think ferioufly of retrieving his honour, which he

imagined had been fullied by the unfuccefsful attack on Canaria ; and to avenge him-

felf on the natives for the lofs of fo many brave foldiers as had fallen in that ex-

pedition.

Accordingly, in November \ 406, he muftered all his forces, embarked with them,

and failed for Canaria. But fearing his fliips might be defcried by the natives of that

ifland, he avoided approaching the coafl: till evening ; when, under favour of the night,

he anchored in the port of Gando, and that he might not alarm the Canarians, dif-

embarked his men filently, placed fome parties in ambufh, and prepared for an attack

by day-break. However, the Canarians having, fince the firft invafion of their ifland,

kept a conftant look-out for the approach of an enemy (and fliips may be feen from

the tops of the high mountains of Canaria at a great diftance), he found his fchemes

all frufl;rated ; for, the evening before, the natives had difcovered his fleet, and were

prepared to give thofe difturbers of their repofe a warm reception : accordingly, when
the Europeans difembarked in the night, they watched all their motions, unperceived

by them ; and after having formed counter-ambufcades, they gave a great fhout, as a

fignal for the attack, and fell fudd'enly upon Betancour and his men with fuch impe-

tuofity that they were put to the rout, great numbers being killed and wounded. Had
it not been for John de Betancour's remarkable prefence of mind in rallying his men
for a retreat, joined with the courage and difcipline of his troops, not one of thofe

that had landed could have efcaped ; and, after all, it was with the greateft difficulty

they regained their fhips. This repulfe obliged John de Betancour, againfl his will,

to return back with his troops to his iflands of Lancerota and F'uertaventura, where he

remained fome time, inconfolable for his bad fuccefs, notwithfl;anding all the people

could do to divert his grief, fo much was he vexed with this difappointment. But

time, which conquers every thing, got the better of his uneafmefs, and at length to-

tally diffipated it, fo that he began to contrive how to repair his bad fortune. After

anxioufly revolving many fchemes in his mind for that end, he determined upon one,

which was that of going again to Spain, to folicit affiftance from the King of Caffille,

Don Henry III, by whofe aid he had been enabled to conquer the iflands of Fuertaven-

tura, Gomera, and Hierro ; and was the more encouraged to hope for fuccefs from

the many connexions and relations which he had at the court of Caflille. He then

fent for the chiefs of the four iflands, natives as well as Europeans, to whom he opened

his mind „ large, concerning his intended voyage to Spain, and his projedl of fub-

tluing the other three iflands, efpecially Canaria, where they had been hitherto fo

9 grievoufly
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grlevoufly baffled ; telling them, at the fame time, that he hoped fhortly to retura

with large fupplies of men, money, fhipping, and other neceiTaries : moreover he pro-

mifed to go to Rome, to rcquefl of the Pope to fend over a Bilhop to take care of

their fouls. He, above all things, recommended to them to live in amity and concord

during his abfence ; and gave them fome neccffary inftruftions in relation to the pre-

ferving peace with the natives ; acquainting them at the fame time that he intended to

make his nephew, Mafon de Betancour, Governor of the iflands in his abfence, of
whofe prudence and good-will towards them all he was well afl'ured ; and that he
would protect and befriend every one to the utmofl of his power. He then proceeded

to make a partition of lands, referving to himfelf the fifth part of the produce of the

four iflands ; but declared to the Europeans who had afliiled him in conquering them,

that he would deprive them of no part of their prefent pofleflions till after the expira-

tion of nine years. This exemption he intended as a reward for their fidelity and the

hardlhips which they had endured in his fervice. As to Mafon de Betancour, he made
over to him the third part of his fifth of the produce of the iflands, and declared him
fole inheritor of the whole after his death. He gave him orders to build two churches,

one in Lancerota, in the valley and village of Teguis, which is named St. Mary de

Betancour ; and the other in Fuertaventura, called the church of St. Mary, from which
the valley and village fo called take their names.

The government of the conquered iflands being thus fettled, John de Betancour

gathered all the orchilla*, goat Ikins, tallow, and flaves which he could procure, em-
barked them in three fliips, and fet fail, leaving another fhip in Lancerota to load with

orchilla, which he ordered his nephew to fend to Italy. He arrived fafe at the port

of St. Lucar de Baremeda, where he was received by the Count de Nieble, Don Henry
de Guzman, father of the firfl Duke of Medina Sidonia, with whom he ftaid a fliort

time to refrefli himfelf after the fatigue of his voyage, and then went to the court of

Cafl:ille, where he was gracioufly received by Queen Catherine, widow of Henry III.

and the Infant Don Ferdinando, then guardians to the young Prince Don John. They
were greatly pleafed to hear from his own mouth an account of the Canary Iflands,

with his adventures there. They promifed him their afliftance in reducing thofe which
remained unconquered, made him many valuable prefents, and furniflied him with an
equipage and every thing neceflary for his journey to Rome at their own expence.

After remaining fome time in that city, where he faw every thing remarkable, he went
to Avignon to wait on Pope Benedid XIII, who, at his requefl:, appointed a Bifliop for

the Canary Iflands, with the title of Bifliop of Rubicon : this was one Albert, a Francif-

can Friar, and native of Seville in Spain, brother to Guillen Peraza, of whom we fliall

have occafion to make mention hereafter. From Avignon our adventurer went to his

own houfe of Betancour, in Normandy, to vifit his relations, and to fettle fome diftcrences

with his brother Reynald de Betancour, concerning his lands in that country : from
thence he went to Granville, where he fell fick and died, in the year 1408, aged feventy

years, eight of which he had employed in the conqueft of the Fortunate Iflands. His

body was interred in the great chapel of Granville ; and having no children, his poflef-

fions in Normandy fell to his brother Reynald, ctherwife Morlet de Betancour.

* This is a weed which grows on the rocks by the fea-ftiorc of the Canary Iflands, and other places ia

the fame climate.

BOOK
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BOOK II.

Of ths Etymology of the Word Canarla, ^c.

IN the foregoing book we find that John de Betancour name this ifland Gran Canaria,

adding the epithet Grand to its former name Canaria. He did not this on account of
its fize (i'or it is not the largeit of the Canary Mands), but becaufe of the Rrength,

courage, and number of its inhabitants, who baffled all his attempts to fubdue them.

But how it came by the name Canaria is not eafy to determine ; for fince thofe iflands

were known by the name of the Fortunate Iflands, this has alu ays retained its proper
name, Canaria. Pliny fays, that this ifland was named Canaria on account of its

abounding with dogs of a very large fize, two of which were prefented to Juba, King
of Mauritania. This opinion, however, feems to want foundation ; for it is natural to

fuppofe that thcfe dogs would have increafed greatly fince Pliny's time, whereas on the

contrary, when the Europeans came to Canaria they found not any dogs on the ifland.

Other authors (among whom are Francifco de Tamara, in his Cultoms of all Nations

;

and Honiara, in his General Hiftory of the Indies) affirm that this ifland is called

Canaria from the natives eating, like dogs, raw flefli in great quantities ; but this af-

fertion is falfe ; for the natives ate flefli very moderately, and never raw. It is true,

indeed, they only half roafl:ed it ; and the reafon they gave to the Spaniards, at the

time of the couquefl:, for this kind of cookery, was, that the juice of the meat is its

fubflance, confequently the befl: and moft proper nourifliment for men.
My author gives two opinions concerning the name Canaria, which indeed appear

more probable than either of the foregoing.

The firfl: is, that in Canaria there are a great many thorny buflies, which bear fruit

of a red colour, called in Latin, Uva Canina, i. e. Dog's Grape. Thofe who difcovered

this ifland in the time of the Romans, feeing fuch a number of thofe buflies, might
froni them name the ifland Canaria.

The fecond opinion is, that it is named Canaria becaufe it abounds wiih an herb,

called, in Latin, Canaria (but in the Cafl:illian language Triguera), which the dogs eat

in the fpring, to caufe themfelves to vomit or purge. When people fend their horfes

to the field to graze, they take care to prevent their feeding in places where much of
this herb grows, as it caufeth a great increafe of blood in them, and that fo fuddenly

as to fubjeft them to danger of fuff"ocation. He adds, that in the fliirts of IMount
Atlas, in Africa, there is a tribe of Africans called Canarios, who, perhaps, firfl: dif-

covered and peopled this ifland, and called it after their own name. But after all

thofe opinions, he does not inform us what name the natives called the ifland by, which
is certainly a great omiflion ; however, by his manner of treating the etymology of the

name, it is to be fuppofed he took it for granted that they themfelves called their

ifland Canaria.

Pliny makes mention of a people called Canarii, who dwelt beyond Mount Atlas*,

and bordering upon the country of the Peroefi Ethiopians.

Ptolemy the geographer calls Cape Blanco, in Africa, or fome other cape on that coart:,

fronting the Canary Iflands, Ganaria Extrema : and the Blacks, who now hve on the

banks of the river Senegal, call all that country between that river and Mount Atlas,

• This country is that part of Africa adjacent to the Canary inaiidi.

Gannar.
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Gannar. Formerly they knew more of it than at prcfent, which I fhall have occafion

to prove in the deicription of that country.

From this fimilitude of names one would be naturally led to believe that the natives

of the ifland Canaria and thofe of the neighbouring continent of Africa, were one and
the fame people. For Pliny was certainly mifmfonned when he related, that the

Canarii bordering upon the Peroefi Ethiopians, were fo called from their living in

fellowfiiip with dogs, and fliaring with, and devouring like them, the bowels of wild

hearts.

When the Europeans came firft to Gran Canaria, that ifland was fuppofed to contain

no lefs than fourteen thoufaud fighting men ; but a great ficknefs or plague prevailing

amongft them fome time after, it fwept away two-thirds of the inhabitants. They were
of a dark complexion, like the natives of Lancerota and Fuertaventura, well propor-

tioned, and of a good ftature ; active, warlike, cheerful, good-natured, and ftriclly

faithful to their promifes, infomuch that they confidered a lye as the greatefl: of crimes.

'I'hcy were very fond of hazardous enterprizes, fuch as climbing to the top of fteep

precipices, to pitch poles of fo great a weight, that one of them was a fufficient burden
for a man of common ftrength to carry on level ground. The Spaniards affirm that

the devil aflilled them in placing thefe poles, that others, attempting the like might
fall down headlong and be deflroyed. My author fays, he believes this to be true^

and that the devil appeared to them in the iliape of an animal refembling a fhock dog,

and fomeiimes in other figures, which the natives call Tibicenas.

The Canarians had nobility among them, who were diflinguifhed from the vulgar

by the peculiar cut of their hair and beards. It was not fufficient to entitle a man to

nobility, that he was the offspring of noble or rich parents ; but he was to be formally

declared noble by the Faycag, a perfon of great rank, and next in dignity to the

Guanarteme, whofe bufinefs it was to decide differences among the natives and regu-

late the ceremonies of their religion : in fhort, he was a prieft, and aded alfo as a
judge in civil affairs. Their manner of conferring nobility was very fingular : at a

determined time of life, the fon of a nobleman let his hair grow long ; and when he

found he had ftrength fufficient to bear the fatigues of war, he went to the Faycag,

and laid, " I am fuch an one, the fon of fuch a nobleman, and defire to be ennobled
" alfb." Upon which the Faycag went to the town or village where the young man
was brought up, and ilicrc aflembled all the nobles and others of that place, whom
he made to fwear folemnly by Acoran, their god, to declare the truth concerning

him. He then afked them, if they had ever feen the youth demean himfelf fo far as

to drefs viduals or to go into the folds to look after fheej) or goats, and whether he

Wiis ever known to milk or kill them : if they knew any thing of his ftcaling cattle,

or forcibly taking them away from the owners in time of peace ; whether he was any

way difcourteous, ill-tongued, or guilty of any indecent behaviour, cfpecially to women.
If to thefe queltions they all anfwered in the negative, then the Faycag cut the youth's

hair in a round form, and fo f})ort as not to hang beneath his ears ; then giving into

his hand a flaft' or pole called Ma"ade, declared him ncble. But, on the other hand,

if the ftandcrs-by could charge him with any of thofe things, of wliich the Faycag had

interrogated them, and bring fufficient proof thereof, then inflead of being declared

noble, the Faycag ffiaved his head, and fent him away in dllgrace, by which he was

rendered incapable of nobility, and remahied ever after a plebeian.

In their wars they held it as bafe and mean to moleff or injure the women and

children of the enemy, confidering them as weak and helplefs, therefore improper objcrts

of their rcfentmem : neither did they throw down or damage the houf(.s of worfhip.

The
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The weapons ufed by the Canarlans in war, were clubs, which they called Rlodagas

;

and fharp-pointed poles, hardened by fire, and thefe they named Amodagas. But
after the Europeans began to invade their ifland, they made targets in imitation of
theirs ; and fwords of Te-a, or pitch-pine, the edges of which were hardened by fire,

and tempered in fuch a manner that they cut like fteel.

Befides thefe, they had many other weapons, taken at different times from the Euro-
peans, and which they carefully preferred, and made good ufe of, in the day of battle.

But their chief firength lay in the before-mentioned Amodagas or wooden fpears,

and flones, which they threw with great force and dexterity.

They had public places fet apart for fighting duels, in which were eminences or

ftages, raifed for the combatants to fight on, that they might be the more eafily ob-

ferved by all the fpedators. When a challenge was given and accepted, the parties

went to the Council of the ifland, called in the Canariaa language Sabor, ("which con-

fided of twelve members called Gayres) for a licence to fight, which was eafily obtained.

Then they went to the Faycag to have this licence confirmed ; which being done, they

gathered together all their relations and friends, not to aflifl: them (for thofe people

looked on with the fame compofure as if the combat had been betvveea two beafts •),

but to be fpeftators of their gallantry and behaviour. The company then repaired to

the public place, or theatre, where the combatants mounted upon two ftones, placed

at the oppofite fides of it, each ftone being flat at top, and about half a yard in diameter,

on thefe they flood fafl without moving their feet, till each had thrown three round
flones at his antagonifl. Though they were good markfmen, yet they generally avoided

thofe mifhve weapons by the agile writhing of their bodies. Then arming themfelves

with fharp flints in their left hands, and cudgels or clubs in their right, they drew near
and fell on, beating and cutting each other till they were tired ; when the parties, by
confent, retired with their friends, to eat and drink, but foon after returned to the

fcene of aftion, and renewed the engagement, cudgelled and cut each other with great

dexterity as before, until the Gayres called out Gama ! Gama ! (i. e. Enough ! Enough

!

or Give over !) when they immediately left off, and ever after remained good friends.

If during the time of the combat, one of the parties happened to break his cudgel,

then the other immediately defifled from flriking, and fo the difpute ended, and the

parties were reconciled, neither of them being declared viftor. Thofe duels were gene-

rally fought on public feflivals, rejoicings, or fuch like occafions, which drew together

a great concourfe of people, when the combatants had an opportunity to difplay their

dexterity, ftrength, and valour. Thefe fpe£tacles made a great imprefhon on the minds
of the youth, exciting in them a fpirit of emulation to excel in gallant feats. If either

of the combatants happened to be deeply wounded, they beat a rufh till it became like

tow, and dipping it in melted goats butter, applied it to the wound, as hot as the

patient could bear it : the older the butter was, the fooner it effefted a cure.

Of their Marriages, Manner of educating their Children, of their Worjhip, their Oaths,

and their Habits.

NONE of the Canarians had more than one wife, and the wife one hufband, con-

trary to what fome mifinformed authors affirm. When the parents were inclined to

marry their daughter, they fet her apart thirty days, during which they fed her

* The Spaniards, and many other Europeans, when they challenge, do not fight in earned before a

multitude of fpeftators, like the Engliili, whtn they box publicly in the llrects: therefore my author (being

a Spaniard) makes the above remark.

with
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with large quantities of milk and gofTio, In order to fattcn-her ; for they imagined

lean women were lefs capable of conceiving children than thofe who were fat. It has

alfo been faid, that the night before the bride was prefented to her hufband, Ihe was
delivered to the Guanarteme, who, if he did not chufe to lie with her himfelf, gave her

to the Faycag, or to fome other noble perfon of his intimate acquaintance, to enjoy her :

but the prefent natives deny that fuch a cuflom ever exifted among their aaceftors.

They were very careful in the education of their children, and never failed to chaflife

them when they did amifs. It was alfo cuflomary to propofe two of the youth as

examples for the reft, the one of virtue, the other of vice ; and when a child did any

thing to difpleafe its parents, they told it that fuch an a(?Joii was like thofe of the

perfon fet up as a bad example ; on the other hand, when they did any thintr praife-

worthy, it was commended, and told that fuch behaviour was amiable, and refembled

that of the good perfon. This fort of in'lmflion had the defired effeft, by rciuing the

fpirit of emulation among the youth to excel in virtuous aclions. •

The Canarians had among them religious women, called INIagadas, a number of

whom lived together in one houfe. There were many of thofe houl'es in Canaria, which
were held facred ; and criminals who fled to any of them, were protected from the

officers of juftice. The Magadas were diftinguilhed from other women by their long

white garments, which fwept the ground as they walked. The convents or houfes in

which they dwelt were called Tamoganteen Acoran (i. e. houfes of god) ; but houfes

of worfhip were called by the Canarians Almogaren (i, e. temples or holy houfes) ; they

were daily fprinkled with the milk of goats from whom they did not take the kids, and
which were fet apart for giving milk for that purpofe. They held that this Acoran
dwelt on high, and governed every thing on the earth. They adored him by putting

their hands together, and lifting them towards heaven.

In the idand there are two rocks, one in the diftrift of Gaidar, named Tirmac ; the

other in Telde, called Vinicaya *. To thefe rocks they went in proceiFion in times of

public calamity, accompanied by the religious women called Magadas, carrying in

their hands branches of palm-trees, and veffels filled with milk and butter, which they

poured on the rocks, dancing round them, and finging mournful fongs like dirges, or

what the Spaniards call Endechas ; from thence they went to the fea-fide, and all at

once and with one accord ftruck the water forcibly with their rods, fluiudng together

at the fame time with a very loud voice. I'heir divifion of time was not by da.ys>

weeks, and years, as with us, but they reckoned by moons.
The habit of the Canarians was a tight coat, with a hood to'it like that of a Capuchin

Friar ; it reached down to the knees, and was girded about the waill with a leather

ftrap or girdle. This garment was made of a fort of rufh, which they beat until it

was quite foft like flax, anil then divided the li laments and wove them together. Over
this they wore cloaks of goat fliins, with the hairy fide outwards in funimer, and in-

wards in winter. They alfo wore caps made of the Ikins of goats, taken off alinoft

entire, which they placed in fuch a manner on their heads that they had a goat's beard

hanging under each ear, which they fometimes tied under the chin. All thefe gar-

ments were neatly fewed and painted, and in every other refpcdl much more furious

than thole of the natives in the other iflands. Some wore bonnets of Ikins, adorned
with feathers. Their flioes were made of raw hides, like thofe in Lanceroia and Fuei-
taventura.

* They fwore by thcfc rocks, and thofe oaths were very folcmn. *
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They had public houfes, or rooms, in which they aflTembled to dance and fing.

The Canarian dance is flill in ufe in thefe iflands, and is called Canario : its ftep is

quick and fliort. Their fongs were either dirges or amorous fonnets, fet to grave and
plaintive tunes.

Of their Punijhments, Employments, and Manner of living.

THE Canarians were remarkable for their good government, regularity, and ftrifl:

adminiflration of juflice. When a man committci a crime deferving of death, they

apprehended him and put him in prifon, where he was tried, and immediately upon
convidion they led him to the place of execution, which was the fame where they ufed

to feaft, wreftle, and fight duels. Here the delinquent was ftretched on the ground,

and his head placed on a flat ftone ; then the executioner, who was a man fet apart

for that office, taking up a large heavy ftone, and lifting it as high as he could, he
fuddenly let it fall on the criminal's head. But for crimes that were not worthy of

death, they ufed the Lex Talionis, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, &c.

None of the Canarians exercifed the ti'ade of a butcher except the dregs of the

people. This employment was accounted fo ignominious, that they would not fo

much as allow one of that profeflion to enter into any of their houfes, or to touch any

thing belonging to them. It was made unlawful for the butchers even to keep com-
pany with any but thofe of their own profeffion ; and when they wanted any thing of

another perfon, they were obliged to carry a ftaff with them, and point at what they

wanted, ftanding at a confiderable diftance. As a rccompence for this abjed ftate,

the natives were obliged to fupply the butchers with every thine they had occafion for.

It was not lawful for any Canarian, except the butchers, to kill cattle : when any

perfon wanted his beaft, &c. to be killed, he was obliged to lead it to the public fhara-

bles, but was not allowed to enter himfelf ; and this prohibition extended even to the

women and children.

The houfes in Gran Canaria were built of ftone, without cement, but fo neat and

regular that they made a beautiful appearance. At tlie top they laid vvooden beams
or rafters, very clofe to each other, and covered them with earth, l he walls of thefe

houfes were very low, and the floors funk lower than the level of the ground on which

they ftood, being fo contrived for the advantage of warmth in the winter feafon.

Their beds and bedding were goat Ikins drefl'ed in the hair, after a molt curious

manner. Their other furniture confilled of bafkets, and mats of palm-leaves and

rufties, made extremely neat, and very ingenioufly wrought. There were among
them people whofe fole occupation was to build houfes and manufadure mats, &c.

The women in general were employed in painting and dying ; and in the proper feafon

they very carefully gathered the flowers, flirubs, &c. from which they extraded the

feveral colours. The threads they uLd for fewing and other purpofes were made of

the fpringy nerves or tendons of the loins of flieep, goats, or fwine, with which they

were fupplied by the butchers. Thtfe they firft anointed with butter, and afterwards

prepared by fire in fuch a manner ttiat they could fplit them into fine threads at their

pleafure. Their needles were made of bone, and their fifti-hooks of horn. All their

veflels ufed in cookery were made of clay, hardened by the fun, which they called

Ganigos. Their wealth confifted chiefly in goats, which they called Aridaman ; and

feme flieep, which they called Taharan ; they had alfo hogs, which they named Ta-

5 guacen.
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guacen. Their common food was barley-meal roafted, which they called Goffio, and
eat with milk or goats flefli. When they made a feaft, they drefled this latter with

hog's lard or butter, and this difh they called Tamazanona. Their barley, which they

called Afamotan *, they ground with a hand-mill. The following is the manner in

which they ploughed their lands ; about twenty people affembled together, each having

a wooden inflruinent (not unlike a hoe) with a fpur or tooth at the end of it, on which
they fixed a goat's horn ; with this they broke the ground, and afterwards took care,

if the rain came not in its proper feafon, to moiften it with water, which they brought

by canals from the rivulets. The women gathered in the corn, of which they reaped

only the ears : thefe they threflied with fticks, or beat with their feet, and then win-

nowed in their hands.

Their only fruits were vicacorras, mocanes, and wild dates ; and fome thne before

the conqueft of their ifland, they had figs : green figs they call Archormafe, and dried

ones Tehaunenen. Their poor lived by the fea-coaft, chiefly on fifh which they catched

in the night-tiine, by making a blaze on the water with torches of pitch-pine. In the

day-time, whenever they difcovered a (hoal of fardinas, a fmall fifh refembling herrings

or pilchards, a great number of men, women, and children waded into the fea, and
fwimming beyond the flioal, chafed the fifh towards the fhore ; then with a net, made
of a tough kind of rufh, they enclofed and drew them to land, and there made au
equal divifion of their prize : in doing this, every woman in the company who had
young children, received a fliare for each ; or if (he happened to be with child, fhe

received a fhare for the child in her womb.
When any of their nobles died, they brought out the corpfe and placed it in the

fun, took out the bowels and entrails, which they waflied, and then buried in the

earth : the body they dried, and fwathed round with bandages of goat fkins, and then

fixed it upright in a cave, cloathed with the fame garments which the deceafed wore
when alive. But if no proper cave was at hand, they carried the dead body to one of

thofe ftony places now called Mai Paices, where, levelling the ground and fixing the

fmall loofe (tones, they made a coffin of very large ones, placed fo as not to touch the

body ; then they took another large ftone, two yards in length, .wrought into a round
form, and with this they clofed the coffin, and afterwards filled up the niche between

the top of the round (lone and the outer part of the fides of the coffm with fmall (lones,

in lb neat a manner, that every one who beholds them mull be furprifed at the in-

genuity of this people. Some of their dead bodies were put into cherts, and after-

wards depofited in a kind of (lone fepulchres. There were certain perfons among
them whofe profclfion it was, and who were fet apart for the purpofe of preparing the

dead bodits burial, and making up the tcmbs.

The lower clafs of people were buried in the Mai Paices, in holes covered with dry

(lones ; and, excepting thofe bodies which were placed upright in the caves, all the

others were laid with their heads towards the north.

• I have reafon to believe thit by my author's neghgence thefe two words are traiifpored ; Tamaztiioaa
ignifying Barley, and Afamotun, tlie abcve mentioned difh.

BOOK
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BOOK III.

Of the IJland of Palina., and of the ancient Inhabitants thereof \ 'their Manners,
Cufioms, Worfhip, ^c.

TT is not pofitively known how this Jfland came firfl to be called Palma. In all pro-
•*• bability it received this name from the Europeans at the time of their difcovering it,

for the natives called it Benaho?.re, which in their language fignifior; My Country*.
When the Europeans firfl landed on this ifland, it produced no fort of corn, or

eatable roots, excepting the roots of fern, of which the natives made meal (as the

inhabitants of this and fome other of the Canary Iflands do to this day), and alfo of
the feed of a tree or fhrub called Amagante. Both thefe forts of meal they ate mixed
with milk or broth. Their other forts of food were flefh of goats, flieep, and hogs,

which they ate either roafted or boiled. The fkins of the two firft ferved them for

cloathing, and of the latter they made (hoes. The weapon they ufed in war was a

ftaff or pole, fliarpened at the point and hardened by fire, which they called Moca.

Of the Jfland of Thcnerife or Tenerife.

THE next illand was named Thcnerife, or the White Mountain, by the natives of

Palma ; Thener, in their language, fignifying a Mountain, and Ife, White : the Pike,

or fummit of Thenerife being always covered with fnow. This name has been con-

tinued to it by the Spaniards ever fmce ; but the natives called it Chineche, and
themfelves Vincheni : how the Spaniards came to give them the name of Guanches, is

not known.

An Inquiry concerning the Origin of the Natives of the Canary Iflands.

PLINY fays, " There are no inhabitants in the Fortunate Iflands." And in another

place he fays, " In Canaria are veftiges of buildings, which teftify that it was for-

*• merly inhabited."

Plutarch's Fortunate Iflan:1s v/ere alfo peopled, according to his account of them j

for he fays in one place, " The foil is fo abundantly fruitful, that it produces fpon-

*' taneoufly plants and fruits, for ufe and delicacy, fufficient to anfwer the wants and
*' delight the palates of the inhabitants." Defcribing the temperature of the climate,

he fays, *' It is firmly believed even by the barbarous natives themfelves, that this is

« the feat of the Blefled."

* When the Spaniards afkcd ths meaning of the word Benahoare, the natives would naturally anfwer,

' This Place, cur Land, my Country, this Ifland, er our Dwelling-place ;' but I have reafon to imagine

that it did not literally fignify My Country.
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If thefe iflands ^were formerly inhabited, what became of the natives afterwards ?

for Madeira and Porto Santo, when difcovered by the Portugueze, were utterly de-

r.itute of inhabitants. It muft have been owing to fome uncommon event, that all thefe

people abandoned their native country, without fo much as leaving a fmgle family be-

hind. But if they pcriflied in the ifland, it is flill more extraordinary ; for we never

heard of the whole inhabitants of any country being deftroyed without exception, by
war, famine, peftilence, or any other calamity. If I may be allowed to guefs at the

caufe of this depopulation, we muft obferve that almoft two thirds of each of the Canary
Iflands are now covered with calcined rocks, pumice-ftones, and black duft or afhes,

which have formerly been thrown out from volcanoes, the remains of which are ftill to

be feen in every one of thofe iflands.

I do not think it improbable, that many of the natives might have been deftroyed

by thofe violent eruptions ; and that the remainder, being terrified, abandoned their

country, and went in queft of new habitations : but where t'lcy went, is a queftion.

not eafily folved ; though fome writers allert, that they pafleJ over to America : but

this is mere conjeclure.

From two paflages in the Nubian Geographer, it would feem that there were inha-

biiants in tlu Canary Iflands, Madeira, or Po to Santo, fome time afccr the conqucft

of Spain by the Moors, and before the Spaniards expelled the Moors from Lifbon, in

1 147. Of this the reader may judge for himfelf, as I fhall here tranfcribe thofe

paflages.

Part I. Of the Third Climate. " In this fea is alfo the ifland of two brothers,
*' magicians; the one of which is called Sciarraham, and the other Sciaram.

" This port is oppofii j to Afafi*, and is at fo fmall a diftance hom it, that, when
" the air on the fea is ciear and free from clouds, you can difcern fmoke on the Coa-
" tinent. There is alfo in this fea an ifland of fhecp, which is large and covered with
" a dark cloud f; in which ifland are innumerable fheep, but fmall, and their llefli

*' extremely bitter to the tafte, and unfit for food : and this likewife appears from the

" relation of the Almaghrurin (Wanderers)."

Part I. Of the Fourth Climate. " Oppofite to Lifbon (which is fituated on the

" coaft of the Dark Sea), on the South bank of the river is the caftle of Almaaden
" (of treafure), fo called from gold which is thrown out after a ftorm at fea. From
" Liibun went out Almaghrurin (the Wanderers), who attempted the Dark Sea, to

" make difcoveries : and from them a path in the town, not far from the lake, takes

" its name, which it will retain to lateft ages.

" And this is their hiftory. Eight men, who were coufins, having built a nierchant-

" fliip, and provided it with water and necelfary provifions for feveral months, began
" their voyage as foon as the eaft wind began to blow: and when they '.:ud failed

" almoft eleven days, with a fair wind, they came at laft to a certain fea, whofe
" thick waters had a difagrecable fmell, where there were many rocks and a dulky
*' light : wherefore, being afraid of certain fliipwreck, they altered their courfc, and

* That tliis js AzaiTi in Barbary is beyond all cloiibt, as may be fcen by wliat he fays thereof in the

tlefcription of the kingdom of Morocco : althougk I'orto Sanio is not fo near the Conliiienl ;is he reprc-

fcBti it, yet it is exadly, as he fays, fiv^nting Afafi, or oppofite to it.

f Ttiis aiifvvfrs exactly to the g-loom or cloud that furroundcd Madeira, when difcovered by the Por-

tugueze, and which made them afraiJ to venture near it. Tlie iflands Tenerifc, Palma, and MaJrira
appear at a dillance (when llic trade-wind blows) like thick dark clouds. Madeiia was full of wo )ds wlicn

difcovered^ which no doubt attradcd the vapours, aad made it appear more gloomy,
" fililing
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*' failing twelve days to the fouth, they landed upon an ifland of fticep, or cattle,

" where innumerable flocks (Irayed without a fhepherd or guide. Here they found
*' a fountain of running water, which was over-fhadowed by a wild fig-tree. And
" having caught fome (heep, or cattle, they killed them ; but perceiving their flefii fo

" bitter that it could not be eaten, they only took their fkins. After this, failing alfo

" twelve days at the fouth, they defcried at a diflance a certain ifland, and feeing

" habitations and cultivated lands, they failed near to it, to make farther difcoveries.

*' But not long after, they were furrounded with boats, taken prifoners, and conduced,
" together with their fliip, to a certain town fituated on the fea coaft ; where when
" they arrived they faw reddifh men, with thin and long hair, and tall in ftature ; the

" women were alfo furprifmgly beautiful. They were kept there for three days, in a
" certain houfe ; but on the fourth day a man came to them, and aiked them, in

*' Arabic, concerning their condition, for what they came, and to whom they belonged ?

*' When they had told him all their fl:ory, he promifed happy things to them, and at

" the fame time told them he was the King's interpreter. Wherefore, the next day,

" being brought to the King, and interrogated by him about the fame things which
" the interpreter had afl^ed, they told the King the fame fl:ory which they had told the
•^ interpreter the day before ; that they had ventured to fea to difcover whatever was
*' remarkable or wonderful in it, and to penetrate to its utmofl: bounds. The King
*' hearing thefe things, laughed, and faid to the interpreter, Tell thefe men, that my
" father commanded feme of his fubjecls to fail this fea ; and they failed by its breadth

" a whole month, fo that the light failed them altogether, and fo their voyage was
" vain and ufelefs. Moreover, the King commanded the interpreter to proraife good
*' things in his name to thefe people, and to bid them put their confidence in him.
" They were then conduced back to the place of their confinement, and detained

*' there till the weft v/ind began to blow. 1 hen being put into a boat, with their eyes

** bound, they were fent to fea ; where, according to their relation, they remained
" three days and nights : at length they arrived at the Continent, where they were
*' put on fhore, with their hands tied behind their backs, and thus left to fliift for

*' themfelves. In this condition they lay till day-break, during which time they fuf-

" fered the greateft uneafinefs from being bound fo tight. But at length hearing a

" noife of human voices, they altogether called aloud for help ; when foine people

" approaching, and feeing them in this miferable condition, enquired of them the

" caufe : thefe people (who were barbarians) afked them if they knew how far they

" were from their own country ? To which they replied, they could not tell. Upon
" this they were told that it was two months i ravel. The commander of thefe un-
*' fortunate men hearing this, burfl; out into this exclamation, Va Asfi ! i. e. Alas

!

" what we fufter ! and the place has ever fince been called Asfi. It is a harbour in

" the wefl;ermoll part of the coaft, of which we have already made mention."

As the Nubian Geographer had not the above-mentioned account from the adven-

turers themielves, we may reafonably conclude tha^t we have not the relaiion of the

voyage exactly as it was performed : but if there is any truth in it at all, the ifland

where the voyagers wgre blind-folded, and frotn thence fent to Azaffi, can be no other

than one of the Canary Iflands, Madeira, or Porto Santo, all which lie within th^ee

days fail of Azafll.

Of ad thofe iflands, Fuertaventura bids faireft for the ifland of the two brothers,

magicians, bccaufe in clear weather it may be perceived from the continent of that part

of Africa fituated to the fouih-weft of Azaffi.

Now
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Now as Azaffi was at that time the remotefl: fea-port town to the fouth-wefl, it is

probable that the natives of the continent oppofite to Fuertaventura, coming to Azaffi

to trade, might inform the inhabitants of that town, that from their coafl: they always,

in clear weather, obfcrvcd an ifland. This will account for our author's faying,

*' This port looks towards Azaffi, and is at fo fmall a diflance from it, that, when
*' the air on the fe'a is clear and free from clouds, you can difcern fmoke on the
*' Continent."

I fliall now proceed to give fome account of the original of thofe people defcribed

in the foregoing Iliftory of the Difcovery and Conqueil of the Canary Iflands. The
author of that Hiftory has written no lefs than three folio pages to confute an opinion,

held by fome, that the natives of the Canaries were the delcendants of the ten tribes of

Ifrael that were carried into captivity by the AlTyrians.

His own opinion is, that they came from Mauritania; and this he founds on the

refemblance of names of places in Africa and in the iflands ; for, fays he, " Telde,
*' which is the name of the oldeft habitation in Canaria, Orotava, and Tegefle, are
*' all names which we find given to places in Mauritania and in Mount Atlas.

*' It is to be fuppofed that Canaria, Fuertaventura, and Lanccrota, were peopled by
*' the Alarbes, who are the nation molt efteemed in Barbary ; for the natives of thofe

*' iflands named milk Aho, and barley Temafen, which are the names that are given
*• thole things in die language of the Alarbes of Barbary." He adds, that

—

" Among the books of a library that was in the cathedral of St. Anna, in Canaria,

" there was one, fo much disfigured and torn that it wanted b nh the beginning and
" the end ; it treated of the Romans, and gave an account, that when Africa was a
" Roman province, the natives of Mauritania rebelled, and killed their Prefidents and
*' Governors ; upon which the fenate, refolving to punifli and make a fcvere example
" of the rebels, fent a powerful army into Mauritania, which vanquiflied and reduced
" them again to obedience : foon after, the ringleaders of the rebellion were put to

*' death ; and the tongues of the common fort, and of their wives and children, were
*' cut out, and then they were all put on board veflTels, with fome grain and cattle,

" and tranfported to the Canary Iflands *."

Whether the Canarians.were exiles from Africa or not, I fhall not pretend to de-

termine ; but am pcrfuaded they came originally from thence. This may eafily be

proved from the fimilitude of cuflioms and language in South Barbary, to thofe of

the natives of all the Canary Iflands, excepting Tenerife f.

For inftance, the Libyans, before they gave their daughters in marriage, kept

them apart fome time, and fed them with milk till they became very fat. When any

of them were wounded, they poured hot butter into the wound. And their prmcipal

difli, called Coufcouflbu, was much the fame with the Goffio of the Canarians.

But the greateft proof lies in the fimilitude between the Canarian and Libyan

languages. My author is miftaken when he fays, the languages of the iflands reff^m-

bled the language fpoken by the Alarbes or Arabs of Barbary ; for the two words

he mendons are not Arabic, but Shillha, the language now fpokea in the mountains

in the kingdoms of Morocco, Suz, and other parts of South Barbary.

• One Thomas Nicols, who hvcd feveii years in the Canary Iflards, and wrote a hillory ofthem, fays, that

the bell account he could get of the origin of the natives, was, tiiat they were exiles from Africa, baiiiflied

thence by the Romans, who cut out their tongues for bhifpiieminjj their gnds.

j- Ihe language in Tenerife, at the time of the conqueil, iiad no aflinity to thofe fpoken in the

reft of the iflands : it fecms to have foinc refemblance of ihc PcruTian or forae other of the Americau

tongues, '

It
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It is evident that the Libyans did not come to the Canary Iflands till after Pliny

had wrote his Natural Hiftory ; for he tells us that thofe iflands were then uninhabited;

and it is as clear it muft have been before the conqueft of Barbary by the Arabs,

otherwife we fhould have found fome of the ceremonies of the Mahomedan religion •

among the Canarians.

It is even not improbable that the Libyans who firfl fettled in the iflands, fled thither

to avoid falling into the hands of the victorious Arabs.

The natives of the Canary Iflands, at the time of the conquefl:, knew not the ufe

of boats, confeqnently the inhabitants of one ifland could not have any intercourfe with

thofe of another
; yet, fays my author, the languages of all of them, except that of

Tenerife, though very different, had fome afEnity to each other.

* All the Libyans profefs Mahoiuedanifm.

.lOURNlES

\
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JOURNIES in the INTERIOR of AFRICA.

By Mr. Browne •.

ITINERARIES.
From Cobbe to Sennaar.

From Cobbc to Shawer - • -

From Shawer to Ril ....
At Ril is a large pool of water, never completely dry, and a little

to the E. of it a fpacious houfe built by Sultan Teraub, eldeft brother

of the prefent monarch.

From Ril to Fadow - - - -
")

From Fadow to Cawb - - - - J
Near Cawb commences a ridge of hills, running N. and S. or

nearly fo.

From Cawb to Dar HummSr"!
From Dar Hummflr to Emdi >Mean bearing

From Emdl to Kreiga J
In each of thefe towns are Fukkara, who adminifter juftice.

From Kreiga to Ibeit t - -

Between Kreiga and Ibeit is Habu-Harras, a place diflant from the

former three hours. Its neighbourhood is laid out in gardens belong-

ing to the people of Dongola eftablifhed there, in which they cultivate

onions, &c. The fituation of Abu Harris is in length N. and 8. and
the wells which fupply it with water are to the S. of the town.

From Ibeit to IVIiteina - ...
From Miteina to Autofli

From Autofli to Yafsin - -

Yafsm is a town of Fukkara.

From Yafsin to Breifla, deep/and - - -

From Breifla to Cone ...
Cone is at the foot of a mountain of the fame name, which lies S.

of the rdad. Near Cone, a little S. of the road, is a pool of water,

and this is a place where travellers commonly repofe themfelves.

From Cone to Kinnana . . . .

From Kinnana to Deggln - - -

From Deggin to Hellet AUais
J,

on the Bahr-el-abiad, the place

which the ferry-boats frequent - - - }

Bearing.

S. 3. E.

It
2

E.

{

{3

1

• Sec vol. XV. png. 108.

f Ibcit is one of the principal towns of Kordofap : it is alfo the name of a fmall diftrict.

\ The bearing of the road from Ril to Hellet Allais is reported to be generally E. with rcry fmall

variation.

VOL. XVI. 50 Hellet
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Bearing. Diys.

Hellet Allais is fituated on the W. of the river. The river

(Bahr-el-abiad) is here of fuch breadth, that the features of a pcrfon

ftanding on the other fide cannot be diftinguifhed, but the human
voice is heard.—A number of trees is feen here to the W. of the

river, not to the E. Hellet Allais is altogether built of clay.*—A large

palm-tree grows in the middle of the town.

On the eaftern fide of the river is Shilltik—not far removed from it,

being reported to be within fight of Allais.

Shilluk is a town of idolaters, built with clay. The inhabitants

have no other clothing than bands of long grafs, which they pafs

round the waift and between the thighs. They are all black ; both

fexes are accuftomed to fhave their heads. The people of Shilluk

have the dominion of the river, and take toll of all paffengers, in

fuch articles of traffic as pafs among them. The name ShiUiik is not

Arabic, and its meaning is unknown.—When afked concerning their

name or country, the people reply Shilluk. When employed in tranf.

porting Mohammedans acrofs the ferry, they occafionally exhibit the

importance which their fituation gives them. After the Muflim has

placed himfelf in the boat, they will alk him, " Who is the mafter of

that river ?" The other replies, as is ufual, " Ullah or Rubbani"

—

God is the mafter of it. " No," anfwers the Shilluk, " you muft fay

that fuch a one (naming his chief) is the mafter of it, or you ftiall not

pafs." They are reprefented as ftiewing'hofpitaiity to fuch ascomeamong
them in a peaceable manner, and as never betraying thofe to whom
they have once accorded proteclion. The particulars of their worfiiip,

as in moft other inftances where I have had my information fi-om

Mohammedans, have not been defcribed.

From Shilllik to Dar Ruga - - - - E. ^ N. i

From Dar Ruga to Waalia - - - E. i

From Waalia to Shadli - - - - E. 1

From Shadli to Sennaar _ . - - ©^
Sennar, Medinet el Fun or Fungi, is fituated on the river which

flows from Habbefli, which river is much fmaller than the Bahr-el-

abiad, and before the annual increafe is fordable between Sennaar

and Baftjoch.

The flaves who have ufurped the government refide in Terfeia^

on the oppofite fide of the river. Between them and the people of the

city have been perpetual Ikirmiflies for the laft fix years. (1794.)
The Bahr-el-abiad fuffers the fame periodical increafe and diminu-

tion as the Nile in Egypt.

From Sennaar to Genddr,

From Terfeia to Rhad - - - E. N. E. i

From Rhad to Dender - - - E. i

From Dender to Bela - - - S. E. 1

From Bela to Teawa ... i

Rhad is on the banks of a river of the fame name. After palling

B^la, the traveller leaves the river, and proceeds by a mountainous

8t road
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road to Teawa. The foil in the neighbourhood of Teawa is clay, and

the town is built of that material. The people of the place ufe for

bread the Mahriek, (white maize), which grows there luxuriantly.

From Teawa to Ras el ftl - - -

From Ras el fil to Gondar ...
The officer who governs Rds el ftl is appointed by the king of

Habbefh.— Inhabitants of Ras el fil called Giberti.

Bnrinj. Dayi.

S.E.

E.S.E.
'i

Roadfrom Scnnaar to Swakem.

From Sennaar to Teawa
From Teawa to Atbara, a town on that river

From Atbara to Ilallanga - - -

The people of Hallanga are Mohammedans, but ufe not the

Arabic language generally. They are of an olive complexion.

The Mahriek in their neighbourhood is faid to grow fo large, that

the ftem at bottom is feen of the fize of a man's wrift.

From Hallanga to Swakem . _ .

During great part of the way the road is mountainous and rocky.

The fpace between the two lafl: places is uncultivated, and inhabited

only by wandering Arabs. Thefe are of two races, Bijjc and Okoot.
Both of them breed camels in great number, flieep, &c. Swakem is

fituated on an ifland, in which the governor and principal perfons re-

fide : but the greater number live on the main land.

E.

N.

N.E.

4
I

1

li

Roadfrom Sennaar to Mabas.

From Sennaar to Herbaje

From Herbaje to Halfeia

At Halfeia is the confluence of the Bahr-el-abiad and Bahr el afrek

From Halfeia to Chendi - - .

From Chendi to Birbtr - - -

From Birbir to Shaikic • - .

From Shaikic to Dongola
From Dongola to Mahas

From Sennaar to Fazoglo.

From Sennaar to Dachala

From Dachala to Emfiric

From Emfiric to Louni ...
From Louni to Gerbin - - »

The people of Dachala are Mohammedans refiding on the weflem
bank of the Bahr el afrek.—Gerbin is a mountainous place, which

ferves for confining malefaGors under the government of Sennaar.

Mountainous—From Gerbin to Fazoglo

The mines of Fazoglo aflford much gold ; they belong to Sennaar.

- 1
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From Gcrbin to Gondar.

Bearing. Days.

From Fazoglo there is no direft road. Having returned to Gerbih,

From Gerbin to Hafsib - - - E. 2

From Hafsib to Beida - - - - E. 4 S. a

Beida is the firft town under the AbyfTmian government, and is de-

fcribed as chiefly inhabited by fugitive flaves, who belong to perfons

within that empire.

From Beida to Kourmi . - -
3

From Kourmi to HalTeb-uUah ...
3

This road is mountainous, circuitous, and abounds with fprings of

water. The civet cat is fo common in this diftrift, that in every

houfe, it is faid, there are fifteen or twenty tame ones.

From HafTeb-ullah to Gondar - - - E. 10

Mountainous and difficult road.

Sundry Routes of the Merchants ofSennaar.

From Sennaar to Gebel-el-Moie

From Gebel-el-Moie to Bahr-el-abad

From Sennaar to Bahhadtn

From Bahhadin to Menajel . . -

From Menajel to the Bahr-el-abiad.

Road to Gondar.

From Sennaar to- Terfeia

From Terfeia to Subi-deleib

From Subi-deleib to WuUad Midani

From Midani to the Bahr-el-afrek

From the river to Mendala

From Mendala to Kaila

Kailu is mountainous.

From Kaila to Embutteik ... - 1

Mountainous and deep/and.

From Embutteik to Goze, or the fands ... 2

From Goze to the Atbara ... 3
This country is inhabited by the Bifliarin Arabs, who are Moham-

medans.
From Atbara to Gebel Cuffa - - - 3

From Gebel Cuffa to Gcbel en Narr ' - - 3

From Gebel en Narr to Gondar - - la

A Route whichfeems to be uncertain, and ofwhich the Bearings are not

accurately given.

From the Goze or fands of the Atbara, above mentioned, to

El-Edd belonging to the Bijjc _ . - 3

III From

s. w.
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Bearing. Days.

12

:} '-
{;

From El-Edd to Swakem - . - N. E
This road is filled with Arabs.

From Swakem to Gebel-el-Helle - - . W.
From Gebel-el-Helle to Gebel-el-Sillah - .") r
From Gebel-el-Sillah to Gabel-el-Beit - - > S. W. ^
From Gebel-el-Beit to Birbir - - -J 1

All this road from Swakem to Birbir is reprefented as rocky.
Birbir is fituated in a clayey foil.

From Birbir to Wuilad-el-IMagedub

From Wullad-el-Ma;;ediib to Bifharie

From Bifharie to Shuk<lric - - -

Bifharie are a foreign race, but Shilkilrie fpeak Arabic as their

native language.

j4ral>s—From ShOkuric to Hellalie ...
^

From Hellalie to Bahr-el-afrek - - . i

From Bahr>el-afrek to Em-ufhar - - . j

From Em-ufhar to Wullad-el-fCirxik - - - i

From Wullad-el-fui uk to Hummur ... a
C/ayey/oH.

Mohammedans—From Hummdr to Seniit ab6d - - 3

From Ibeit to Emdurman and Halfeia, and return to Ibe'tt by another

road.

From Ibeit to Bahra ....
From Bahra to Emganattr . - »

From Emganatir to Shegeik ...
From Shegeik to Gimmoyc _ - - .

From Gimmoye to Emdurman . _ .

All this country is inhabited by Mohammedans, who fpeak Arabic

alone.—Gimmoyc and F.mdurnian are both on the W. bank of the

Bahr-el-abiad, and the latter is at the place of union between that river

and the Abawi.— Returning W.
From Emdurman to Harraza, a mountain of difficult pafTage S. W,

Road defert and dejiitute of water.

The inhabitants of Harraza are idolaters, of mixed complexion,

but mofl of them of a rcddifh hue.—They breed fome horfes, which

they mount.

From Harraza to Abu-hadid

From Abuhadid to Zerawy - - - - ^ S. VV. <^ o
From Zerawy to Efherfhar - - - -J (^i

Eflierlliar is famous for its fait, which is gathered by the Arabs

tranfported to other places and fold. The people of this lafl place

are Arabs, but thofe of Zeiawy, Harraza, and Abu-hadid, neither

Arabs nor Mohammedans.
From Efherlhar to Bifherie - - - - S.

Road dejcrt.

Bifherie is full of palm-trees.

From Bifherie to Bahra ...
From Bahra to Ibeit

E,
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government of the king

From Tlinga to Gebel Sahd
Gebel Sahd is within the dominion ofSennaar

From Gebel Sahd to Baha-ed-din

Still Dar Kinnana.

From Baha-ed-din to Gebel-el-abid

From Gebel-el-abid to Tumbul
Tumbiil is under the

Tuclawi.

From Tumbul to Seifaban

Seilaban is inhabited by Arabs alone.

From Seifaban to Abdome
From Abdome to Tuggala, capital of the king of Tuclawi

This dillrid is called Sagurnie, country of the mountaineers.

From Tuggala to Deir

From Deir to Gebel-el-deir

From Gebel-el-deir to Gebel-le-Buccle

From Gebel-el-Buccle to Ibeit

Bearing.

W. i w.
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From Wara to Bahr-el-Gazalle.

From Wara to Nimr, where the merchants refide, as at Cobbe
in Dar-Fur - . . -

From Niinr to Battah - -

Battah is fituated on a fmall river, which flows from the S. and

then deviating to the W. falls into the Bahr el Fittre. Battah be-

longs to the Miflelid.

From Battah to Dirota - - . -

From Dirota to Dar Hummar - - .

Road, clayeyfoil.

From Dar Hummar to Cofeiat . _ -

Da7- Hummar rocky.

From Cofeiat to ShmigeiSt . - -

Two towns of idolaters.

From Shungeiat to Dar Dajeou

—

Cciffres

Cooka, Mohammedans—From Dar Dajeou to Dar Cooka
From Cooka to Muddago - - -

In Muddago are Mohammedans, who are governed by a petty

prince under the king of Bergoo.

From Buddago to Bahr-el-Fittre . - -'

The people on the banks of Bahr-el-Fittr6 are called Abu-femmin,

and are Mohammedans. They ufe little boats for the purpofe of |

paffing from one place to another on the river.

From Bahr-el-Fittre to Bahr-el-Gazalle

Road deep /and, no trees.

The neighbourhood of the Bahr-el-Gazalle is inhabited by Arabs,

who feed camels and fheep, and fome oxen.

Routefrom Khukje to the Bahr-el-ada, and thence towards the Bahr-

el-abiad.

From Khukje to Baraka . _ -

Baraka is inhabited by independent Arabs.

The greater part of this road is deep fand : the remainder, from

Baraka by the Bahr-el-ada, is clay. The part of that river, which

is here meant, is occupied by tribes of Arabs feeding cows and fheep

;

they are called Miflirie. This part of the river is alfo frequented by

wild and ferocious animals. The Miflirid Arabs comb their hair

back, twift it, and fallen it in the form of a fcorpion's tail behind.

They coUefl: honey of the wild kind in great quantity, and hunt the

elephant.

From Baraka to Tdrriit - - -

From Turrut to Jungeion . . -

The people of Jungeion are tall and black ; they have cows,

fheep, and goats, and feed on the Mahriek or white maize. They
colled the dung of the animals mentioned, dry it, roaft it on the

fire, and afterwards ufe it for a bed. Thefe people are very numerous.

The country in their neighbourhood is all a plain, and the foil clay.

Bearing. Cayi-
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BMring. Days.

They have a prafllce, apparently fuperftitious, of milking their cows

into a veflel with a narrow mouth, that the milk may not be feen, and

never pour it into a difli or bowl ; and any ftranger who vifits them

is obliged to drink of the dugs of the cow, as do the calves.

From Jungeion to Shiid - - - S. E. i

From Sh^d to Inigulgule - • - N. oi-

Route from Khukje to the Bahr-ehada, thence toward the Bahr-el-abiad,

ami returning to Ril.

The inhabitants of Inigulgule are idolaters. They clothe them-

felves with a kind of cotton cloth.

From Inigulgule to the refidence of the king of Ibbc - - E. 4.N. i^-

From faid refidence to the confines of Dar-Filr - - N. W. 4
From the confines to Tubeldie - . . 2

From Tubeldie to Ril - - - 8

All this road is fandy, but filled with many and large trees.

Road from Bahr-el-Gazalle to Bornou.

From Bahr-el-gazalle to the capital of Dar Bagherme - N. E. 3

From the faid refidence to Kottocom - - N. i- W. "]

The inhabitants of this diftrift are Mohammedans. In the road

two rivers are croffed by the traveller, one of which is called Kitchena.
J«
18

It runs from S. E. to N. W. . - .
j

From Kottocom to Bornou, the imperial city - - N. -^ W. J
The road lies in part through fand, in part through deep clay.

There are many trees. The neighbourhood of the Bahr-el-gazalle

feems by the defcription to be a forefl.

The city Bornou is furrounded by a wall, in which there are four

gates, opening E., W., N., and S. A fmall river runs near it, v.hich

falls into the Bahr-el-gazalle.

Bergoo is faid to be fifteen days in extent from E. to W., and

from N. to S. twenty days.— Bagherme, in the former direftion,

twelve ; in the latter, fifteen days.—Bagherme has many troops, but

Bergoo is eftimated the ftrongeft. The people of Bergoo are re-

markable for their zealous attachment to the faith, and read the Korarj

daily.

Some defcription of Bergoo.

"Within about a day's journey of Wara are faid to be eight large

mountains, the inhabitants of each of which ufe a diftinct language,

They are Mohammedans, and faid to be brave, furnilhing the armies

of the Sultan of Bergoo with recruits as often as required. One of

the mountains, called Kergna, is fituated S.E. ; another W. which

is inhabited by a people called Wullad Maze ; Gebel Mimi N,,

Gebel AblenCim £., Gebel Abdurrug E.
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Other mountains of Bergoo are, Gebel Tama, N., Gebel Kafliimiric,

W., each of them two days from Wara. Gebel Abu-hadid, E. the

fame diftance.

Three days W. of Wara is the river called Bahr Miffelad.

Route from Wara to Cubcabea in Dar-Fur, and another routefrom the

laji place back to Wara.

From Wara to Abu-fhareb - -

From Abu-fhareb to the confines of F£ir

From the confines to Emdokne
From Emdokne to Dar Mifleladin

From Mifleladin to Cubcabea

From Cubcabea to Jelle . , _

From Jelle to Jimmer -

The Sultan of Jimmer is fubjeit to Fur.—The people are Moham-
medans. In the road is found water, and the foil is fand and

rock.

From Jimmer to Zeghawa - -

Mountainous.

The Sultan of Zeghawa is alfo dependent on Fur.

From Zeghawa to Tama
From Tama to the confines - - -

From the confines to Abu-feniin ...
From Abu-fenun to Wara - - -

Ijearing. Days.

:}

S,E.
E. tS.

E.
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From Kibbeid to KajacMa

From Kaiachfa f'j Bainwn

From Banian to Ain

From Ain to Kuddano
From Kuddano to Gizdn
From Gizan to Wara

Another Route from Wara, and returning thither.

From Wara to Middeisis - . .

From Middeisis to Beit-el-HabbCiba

From Beit-el-Habbuba to Truanie

From Truanie to Gidid ...
From Gidid to Kuddano - - -

From Kuddano to Wara . - .

Another Route.

From Wara to Birket-el-Rumli ...
From Birket-el-Rumli to Goze, or thefands

From Goze to Dirota ....
From Dirota to Butta - - . -

From Butta to Wara .....
Near Butta is a fmall river, of which my informer remembered not

the name —This road is full of a fpecies of tree, whofe leaves are

defcribed as white, and which bears a fruit, which, however, is

not eaten, except by the camels, which are fond of it ; it is called

jjiXS Kulkul, forfan Cajfia tora Fors ?

Beuing.

1 s. J
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The former falls into the latter at a place called Tenderni, which

is peopled by idolaters, called Cuffii. This fpot is full of palm trees,

and another kind of tree, which by defcription would feem to be the

cocoa.

Here it is feen that the diftance between Cobb6 and the copper

mine is 23-^ days, direftion nearly S. ^nii that a certain ftation on the

Bahr-el-abiad is 7^ days diftant from that place, diredion gene-

rally E.

Routefrom Bar Bergoo to the Sources of the Bahr-el-abiad.

From Abu Telf^n South, ten days journey, is faid to be the fource

of the Bahr-el-abiad : but the particulars of the route my informer

was unable to give me, he not having travelled it. The place is called

Donga, and is the refidence of a chief or king of an idolatrous nation.

The country there is very mountainous, and in the fpot where the

river rifes are faid to be forty diflinft hills: thefe are called Kumri.

From them a great number of fprings iflue, which uniting into one

great channel form the Bahr-el-abiad. The people of Bergoo go

thither fometimes to feize captives, but there is no trade between

them and the natives. The people are quite naked, black, and

idolaters. The place is faid to be twenty days removed from the

confines of Bomou. All the road thither is mountainous. From

Donga fo Shilluk 30 days.

Bearing.

Dj>>.
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TRAVELS
IN THE

INTERIOR DISTRICTS OF AFRICA.
By MuNGo Park.*

CHAP. I.

—

The Author proceeds to IVaJfiboo—is joined by fomefugitive Kaartans, who
accompany him in bis Route through Bambarra.—Difcovers the Niger.—Some Account

of Sego, the Capital of Bambarra.—Manfofig, the King, refu/es to/ee the Author, but

fends him aprefent.—Great HofpitaJity of a Negro IFoman.

XX.T'AWRA is a fmall town furrounded with high walls, and inhabited bv a mixture~"
of Mandingoes and Foulahs. The inhabitants employ themfelves chiefly in cul-

tivating corn, which they exchange with the Moors for fait. Here, bein^: in fecurity

from the Moors, and very much fatigued, I refolved to reft myfelf ; and meeting with

a hearty welcome from the Dooty, whofe name was Flancharce, I laid niyftlf down
upon a bullock's hide, and flept foundly fur about two h urs. The curiofity of the

people would not allow me to fleep any longer. They had feen my faddle and bridle,

and were afTembled in great number to learn who I was, ami whence I came, bome
were of opinion that I was an Arab ; others infifted that I was fome Moorifh Sultan

j

and they continued to debate the matter with luch warmth, that the noife awoke me.
The Dooty (who had formerly been at Gambia'' at laft intcrpoftd in my behalf, and
aflured them that I was certainly a white man ; but he was convinced, from my appear-

ance, that I was a very poor one.

In the courfe of the day, feveral women hearing that I was going to Sego, came
and begged me to inquire of Manfong, the king, what was become of their children.

One woman, in particular, told me that her fon's name was Mamadet ; that he was
no Heathen, but prayed to God mornmg and evening, and had been taken from her

about three years ago, by Manfong's army ; fmce which fhc had never heard of him.

She faid, fhe often dreamed about him ; and begged me, if I ftiould lee him. cither in

Bambarra, or in my own country, to tell him, that his mother and filler were ftill alive.

In the afternoon, the Dooty examined the contents of the Ic-ather bag, in which 1 had
packed up my clothes ; but finding nothing that was worth taking, he returned it, and
told me to depart in the morning.

July 6th. It rained very much in the night, and at daylight I departed, in company
with a Negio, who was going to a town called Dingyee for corn : but we had not pro-

ceeded above a mile, before the ;<fs upon which he rode kicked him olf, and he re-

turned, leaving me to profecute the journey by myfelf.

I reached Dmgyee about noon ; but the Dooty and moft of the inhabitants had gone
into the fields to cultivate corn. An old Foulah, obfcrving me wandering about the

town, defired me to come tu his hut, where I was well entertained ; and the Dooty,
when he returned, fent rae fome victuals for myfelf, and corn for my horfe.

* 8to, London, i8io.

July
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July 7th. In the morning, when I was about to depart, my landlord, with a great

deal of diffidence, begged me to give him a lock of my hair. He had been told, he
faid, that white men's hair made a faphie, that would give to the poffeflor all the know-
ledge of white men. I had never before heard of fo fimple a mode of education, but
inflantly complied with the requefl: ; and my landlord's thirfl for learning was
fuch, that, with cutting and pulling, he cropped one fide of my head pretty clofely

;

and would have done the fame with the other, had I not fignified my difapprobation

by putting on my hat, and afluring him, that I wilhed to referve fome of this precious

merchandize for a future occafion.

I reached a fmall town called Waffiboo, about twelve o'clock, where I was obliged

to flop until an opportunity fliould offer of procuring a guide to Satile, which is diftant

a very long day's journey, through woods without any beaten path. I accordingly

took up my refidence at the Booty's houfe, where I ftaid four days ; during which time

I amufed myfelf by going to the fields with the family to plant corn. Cultivation is

carried on here on a very extenfive fcale ; and, as the natives themfelves exprefs it,

" hunger is never known." In cultivating the foil, the men and women work together.

They ufe a large fharp hoe, much fuperior to that ufed in Gambia : but they are

obliged, for fear of the Moors, to carry their arms with them to the field. The mafler,

with the handle of his fpear, marks the field into regular plats, one of which is afligned

to every three flaves.

On the evening of the iith, eight of the fugitive Kaartans arrived at Wafliboo.

—

Th^y had found it impoflible to live under the tyrannical government of the Moors,
and were now going to transfer their allegiance to the King of Bambarra. Th^
offered to take me along with them as far as Satile ; and I accepted the offer.

July 12th. At daybreak we fet out, and travelled with uncommon expedition until

funfet : we flopped only twice in the courfe of the day ; once at a watering-place in the

woods, and another time at the ruins of a town, formerly belonging to Daify, called

Illa-Compe (the corn town). When we arrived in the neighbourhood of Satile, the

people who were employed in the corn fields, feeing fo many horfemen took us for a

party of Moors, and ran fcreaming away from us. The whole town was inflantly

alarmed, and the flaves were feen, in every direSion, driving the cattle and horfes to-

wards the town. It was in vain that one of our company galloped up to undeceive them :

it only frightened them the more ; and when we arrived at the town, we found the gates

fhut, and the people all under arms. After a long parley we were permitted to enter

;

and as there was every appearance of a heavy tornado, the Booty allowed us to fleep in his

baloon, and gave us each a bullock's hide tor a bed.

July 13th. Early in the morning we again fet forward. The roads were wet and
flippL-ry, but the country was very beautiful, abounding with rivulets, which were

increafed by the rain into rapid ftreams. About ten o'clock we came to the ruins of

a village, which had been deftroyed by war about fix months before : and in order to

prevent any town from being built there in future,, the large Bentang tree, under which
the natives fpent the day, had been burnt down ; the wells filled up ; and every thing

that could make the fpot defirable, completely deftroyed.

About noon, my horfe was fo much fatigued that I could not keep up with my
companions ; I therefore difmounted, and defired them to ride on, telling them, that

1 would follow as foon as my horfe had refted a litde. But I found them unwilling

to leave me ; the lions, they faid, were very numerous in thofe parts, and though they

might not fo readily attack a body of people, they would foon find out an individual

;

it was therefore agreed, that one of the company flaould ftay with me, to affift in

driving
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driving my horie, while the others pafled on to Galloo, to procure lodgings, and col-

lect grafs for the horfes before night. Accompanied by this worthy Negro, I drove

my horfe before me until about four o'clock, when we came in fight of Galloo, a con-

fiderable town, Handing in a fertile and beautiful valley, furrounded with high rocks.

As my companions had thoughts of fettling in this neighbourhood, they had a fine

fheep given them by the Dooty ; and I was fortunate enough to procure plenty of com
for my horfe. Here they blow upon elephants teeth when they announce evening
prayers, in the fame manner as at Keinmoo.

Early next morning (July 14th), having firfl: returned many thanks to our landlord

for his hofpitality, while my fellow-travellers offered up their prayers that he might
never want, we fet forward ; and about three o'clock arrived at Moorja ; a large town,
famous for its trade in fait, which the Moors bring here in great quantities, to ex-

change for corn and cotton cloth. As mofl; ot the people here are Mahomedans, it is

not allowed to the Kiifirs to drink beer, which they call Nee-do/Io ''corn fpirir,) except

in certain houfes. In one of ihefe I faw about twenty people fitting round large vef-

fels of this beer, with the greattft conviviality ; many of them in a ftate of intoxication.

As corn is plentiful, the inhabitants are very liberal to (Irangers ; 1 believe we had as

much corn and milk fent us by different people, as would have been fufficient for

three times our number ; and though we remained here two days, we experienced no
diminution of their hofpitality.

On the morning of the i6ih, we again fet forward, accompanied by a coffle of
fourteen affes loaded with fait, bound for Sanfanding. The road was particularly ro-

mantic, between two rocky hills ; but the Moors fometimes lie in wait here to plunder

ftrangers. As focn as we had reached the open country, the mafter of the fait coflUe

thanked us for having ftaid with him fo long, and now dcfired us to ride on. The
fun was almoft fet before we reached Datliboo. In the evening we had a mofl tre-

mendous tornado. The houfe in which we lodged, being flat-roofed, admitted the rain

in flreains ; the floor was foon ankle deep, the fire extinguiflied, and wc were left to

pals the night upon fome bundles of fire-wood, that happened to lie in a corner.

July 17th. We departed from Datliboo ; and about ten o'clock paflfed a large coffle

returning from Sego, with corn hoes, mats, and other houfehold utenfils At five

o'clock we came to a large village, where we intended to pafs the night, but the

Dooty would not receive us. When we departed from this place, my horfe was fo

much fatigued that 1 was under the necelfity of driving hirn, and it was dirk before

we reached Fanimboo, a fniall village ; the Dooty of which no fooner heard that I

was a white man, than he brought out three old mufkcts, and was much difappointed

when he was told that 1 could not repair them.

July 1 8th. We continued our journey; but, owing to a light fupper the preceding

night, we felt ourfelves rather hungry this morning, and endeavoured to procure fome
corn at a village ; but without fuccefs. The towns were now more numerous, and
the land that is not employed in cultivation ailords e.xcellent pafturage for large

herds of cattle ; but owing to the great concourie of people daily going to and re-

turning from Sego. the inhabitants are lefs hofpitable to ftrangers.

My horfe becoming weaker and weaker every day, was now of very little fervice to

me : I was obliged to drive him before me for the greater part of the day ; and did

not reach Geoforro until eight o'clock in the evening. I found my companions wrang-
ling with the Dooty, who had abfulutely rctufed to give or fell them any provifions

;

and as none of us had tafted viduals for the lalt twenty-four hours, we were By no
means difpofed to faft another day, if we could help it. But finding our entreaties

12} without
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without effed, and being very much fatigued, I fell afleep, from which I was awakened,

about midnight, with the joyful information " Kinnenata " (the viQuals is come). This

made the remainder of the night pafs away pleafantly ; and at day-break, July 19th, we
refumed our journey, propofing to ftop at a village called Doolinkeaboo, for the night

following. My fellow-travellers, having better horfes than myfelf, foon left me, and I

was walking barefoot, driving my horfe, when I was met by a cofBe of flaves, about

feventy in number, coming from Sego. They were tied together by their necks with

thongs of a bullock's hide, twiifed like a rope, feven flaves upon a thong, and a man
with a tnulket between every feven. Many of the flaves were ill-conditioned, and a

great number of them women. In the rear came Sidi Mahomed's fervant, whom I re-

membered to have feen at the camp of Benowm : he prefently knew me, and told

me that thefe flaves were going to Morocco, by the way of Ludamar, and the Great

Defert.

In the afternoon, as I approached Doolinkeaboo, I met about twenty Moors on horfe-

back, the owners of the flaves I had feen in the morning ; they were well armed with

mufltets. and were very inquifuive concerning me, but not fo rude as their countrymen
generally are. From them I learned that Sidi Mahomed was not at Sego, but had
gone to Kancaba for gold duft.

When I arrived ai Doolinkeaboo, I was informed that my fellow-travellers had gone

on ; but my horfe was fo much fatigued that I could not poffibly proceed after them.

The Dooty of the town, at my requefl, gave me a draught of water, which is generally

looked upon as an eamefl: of greater hofpitality ; and I had no doubt of making up
for the toils of the day, by a good fupper and a found fleep : unfortunately, I had

neither one nor the other. The night was rainy and tempeftuous, and the Dooty
limited his hofpitality to the draught of water.

July 20th. In the morning, I endeavoured, both by entreaties and threats, to pro-

cure fome viftvials from the Dooty, but in vain. I even begged fome corn from one

of his female flaves, as flie was wafliing it at the well, and had the mortification to

be refufed. However, when the Dooty was gone to the fields, his wife fent me a

handful of meal, which I mixed with water, and drank for breakfaft. About eight

o'clock, I departed from Doolinkeaboo, and at noon ftoppr ' a few minutes at a large

Korree ; where I had fome milk given me by the Foulahs. And hearing that two

Negroes were going from thence to Sego, I was happy to have their company, and we
fet out immediately. About four o'clock we flopped at a fmall village, where one of

the Negroes met with an acquaintance, who invited us to a fort of public entertainment,

which was conduced with more than common propriety. A difli made of four milk and

meal, called Sinkatoo, and beer made from their corn, v/as difl:ributed with great

liberality ; and the women were admitted into the fociety : a circumfl:ance I- had never

before obferved in Africa. There was no compulfion ; every one was at liberty to

drink as he pleafed : they nodded to each other when about to drink, and on fetting

down the calabafli, commonly faid berka, (thank you). Both men and women appeared

to be fomewhat intoxicated, but they were far from being quarrelfome.

Departing from thence we pafled feveral large villages, where I was conflantly taken

for a Moor, and became the fubjeft of much merriment to the Bambarrans ; who,
feeing me drive my horfe before me, laughed heartily at my appearance.—He has been

at Mecca, fays one ;
you may fee that by his clothes : another aflced me if my horfe

was fick ; a third wifhed to purchafe it, &c. ; fo that I believe the very flaves were

afliamed to be feen in my company. Juft before it was dark, we took up our lodging

for the night at a fmall village, where I procured fome viftuals for myfelf and Ibme

t5 corn
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com for my horfe, at the moderate price of a button ; and was told that I fliould fee

the Niger Twhich the Negroes call Joliba or the great ivater), early the next day. The
lions are here very numerous ; the gates are fliut a little after funfet, and nobody

allowed to go out. The thoughts of feeing the Niger in the morning, and the trouble-

fome buzzing of muflcetoes, prevented me from fliutting my eyes during the night

;

and I had faddled my horfe and was in readinefs before daylight ; but, on account of

the wild beads, we were obliged to wait until the people were ftirring, and the gates

opened. This happened to be a market-day at Sego, and the roads were every where

filled with people carrying different articles to fell. We palfed four large villages, and

at eight o'clock faw the fmoke over Sego.

As we approached the town, I was fortunate enough to overtake the fugitive Kaar-

tans, to whofe kindnefs I had been fo much indebted in my journey through Bambarra.

They readily agreed to introduce me to the king ; and we rode together through fome

marfhy ground, where, as I was anxioufly looking around for the river, one of them
called out, geo affilli (fee the water) ; and looking forwards, I faw with infinite plea-

fure the great objedt of my miffion ; the long-fought-for majeftic Niger, glittering to

the morning fun, as broad as the Thames at Weftminfter, and flowing flowly to the

eajlward. I haftened to the brink, and having drank of the water, lifted up my fer-

vent thanks in prayer, to the Great Ruler of all things, for having thus far crowned

my endeavours with fuccefs.

The circumftance of the Niger's flowing towards the eafl:, and its collateral points,

did not, however, excite my furprife ; for although I had left Europe in great hefita-

tion on this fubjed, and rather believed that it ran in the contrary diredion, I had made
fuch frequent inquiries during my progrefs, concerning this river, and received from

Negroes of different nations fuch clear and decifive aflurances that its general courfe

was towards the riftngfun, as fcarce left any doubt on my mind ; and more efpecially

as I knew that Major Houghton had collected fimilar information, in the fame

manner.

Sego, the capital of Bambarra, at which I had now arrived, confifl:s, properly fpeak-

ing, of four diflincl towns ; two on the northern bank of the Niger, called Sego Korro,

and Sego Boo ; and two on the fouthern bank called Sego Soo Korro, and Sego See

Korro. They are all furroundcd with high mud walls ; the houfes are built of clay, of

a fquare form, with flat roofs ; fome of them have two fliories, and many of them are

white-waflied. Befides thefe buildings, Moorifli mofques are feen in every quarter

;

and the ftreets, though narrow, are broad enough for every ufeful purpofe, in a coun-

try where wheel carriages are entirely unknown. From the belt inquiries 1 could make,

I have reafon to believe that Sego contains altogether about thirty thoufand inhabitants.

The King of Bambarra confl:antly refides at Sego See Korro ; he employs a great many
Haves in conveying people over the river, and the money they receive (though the fare

is only ten kowrie ffiells for each individual) furniflies a confiderable revenue to the

king, in the courfe of a year. The canoes are of a Angular conffrudion, each of them
being formed of the trunks of two large trees, rendered concave, and joined together,

not fide by fide, but end ways j the jundion being exadly acrofs the middle of the

canoe : they are therefore very long and difproportionably narrow, and have neither

decks nor malts ; they are, however very roomy ; for I obferved in one of them four

horles, and feveral people crofling over the river. When we arrived at this ferry, with

a view to pafs over to that part of the town in which tlie king refides, we found a great

number waiting for a paflage ; they looked at me with filcnt wonder, and I diitinguilhcd

VOL. XVI. 5 y with
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with concern, many Moors among them. There were three different places of embark-
ation, and the ferrymen were very diligent and expeditious ; but, from the crowd of

people, I could not immediately obtain a paflage ; and fat down upon the bank of the

river, to wait for a more favourable opportunity. The view of this extenlive city ; the

numerous canoes upon the river ; the crowded population and the cultivated ftate of the

furrounding country, formed altogether a prolped of civilization and magnificence

which I little expected to find in the bofom of Africa.

I waited more than two hours without having an opportunity of crofling the

river ; during which time the people who had crofl'ed, carried information to

Manfong the king, that a white man was waiting for a paflage and was coming

to fee him. He immediately fent over one of his chief men, who informed me
that the king could not poflibly fee me until he knew what had brought me into

his country ; and that I muft not prefume to crofs the river without the king's

permifTion. He therefore advifed me to lodge at a diftant village, to which he

pointed, for the night ; and faid that in the morning he would give me further

inftructions how to conduft myfelf. This was very difcouraging. However, as there

was no remedy, I fet off for the village ; where I found, to my great mortification,

that no perfon would admit me into his houfe. I was regarded with aflonifliment and

fear, and was obliged to fit all day without viduals, in the fhade of a tree ; and the

night threatened to be very uncomfortable, for the wind rofe, and there was great ap-

pearance of a heavy rain ; and the wild beafts are fo very numerous in the neighbour-

hood that I fhould have been under the neceffiiy of climbing up the tree, and refting

among the branches. About funfet, however, as I v/as preparing to pafs the night

in this manner, and had turned my horfe loofe, that he might graze at liberty, ai

woman returning from the labours of the field, flopped to obferve me, and perceiving

that I was weary and dejeded, inquired into my fituation, which I briefly explained to

her : whereupon, with looks of great compaflion, flie took up my faddle and bridle,

and told me to follow her. Having conduced me into her hut, fhe lighted up a

lamp, fpread a mat on the floor, and told me I might remain there for the night.

Finding that I was very hungry, fhe faid flie would procure me fomething to eat.

She accordingly went out, and returned in a fhort time with a very fine fifh ; which

having caufed to be half broiled upon fome embers, flie gave me for fupper. The rites

of hoi'pitality being thus performed towards a ftranger in diftrefs, my worthy benefac-

trefs (pointing to the mat, and telling me I might lleep there without apprehenfion)

called to the female part of her family, who had ftood gazing on me all the while in

fixed aftonifhment, to rtfume their talk of fpinning cotton ; in which they continued

to employ themielves great part of the night. They licrhtened their labour by fongs,

one of which was compofed extempore ; for I was myfelfthe fubjed of it. It was fung

by one of the young women, the reft joining in a fort of chorus. The air was fweet

and plaintive, and the words, literally tranflated were tliefe.
—" The winds roared, and

" the rains fell. -1 he poor white man, faint arid weary, came and fat under our tree.

—he has no mother to bring him milk ; no wife to grind his corn.

—

Chorus. Let us

" pity the white man ; no mother has he, &c. 8tc."—Trifling as this recital may
appear to the reader, to a perfon in my fituation, the circumftance was affecting in the

higheft degree. I was opprtffed by fuch unexpected kindnefs ; and fleep fled from

my eyes. In the morning 1 prefesued my compaffionate landlady with two of the four

brafs buttons which remained on my waiitcoat : the only recompenfe I could make
her.

July
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July 2 1 ft. I continued in the village all this day, in converfation with the natives,

Tvho came in crowds to fee me ; but was rather uneafy towards evening, to find that

no meffage had arrived from the king, the more fo, as the people began to whifper that

Manfong had received fome very unfavourable accounts of me, from the Moors and
Slatees refiding at Sego ; who it feems were exceedingly fufpicioua concerning the

motives of my journey. I learnt that rnany confultations had been held with the king,

concerning my reception and difpofal : and fome of the villagers frankly told me, that

I had many enemies, and mufl; expefb no favour.

July 2 2d. About eleven o'clock, a meflenger arrived from the king ; but he gave
me very little fatisfaftion. He inquired particularly if I had brought any prefent

;

and feemed much difappointed when he was told that I had been robbed of every thing

by the Moors. When I propofed to go along with him, he told me to ftop until the
afternoon, when the king would fend for me.

July 23. In the afternoon another meflenger arrived from Manfong, with a bag
in his hands. He told me it was the king's pleafure that I fliould depart forthwith
from the vicinage of Sego : but that Manfong, wllhing to relieve a white man in diftrefs,

had fent me five thoufand kowries,* to enable me to purchafe provifions in the courfe
of my journey ; the meffenger added, that if my intentions were i-eally to proceed to

Jenne, he had orders to accompany me as a guide to Sanfandlng. I was, at firil:,

puzzled to account for this behaviour of the king ; but from the converfation I had
with the guide, I had afterwards rcafon to believe that Manfong would willingly have
admitted me into his prefence at Sego ; but was apprehenfive he might not be able to

protect mc againft the blind and inveterate malice of the Moorifh inhabitants. His
condudt, therefore, was at once prudent and liberal. The circumflances under which
I made my appearance at Sego, were undoubtedly fuch as might create in the mind of
the king, a well-warranted fufpicion that I wiflied to conceal the true objedl of my
journey. He argued, probably, as my guide argued : who, when he was told, that I

had come from a great diftance, and through many dangers, to behold the Joliba river,

naturally inquired, if there were no rivers in my own country, and whether one river

was not like another. Notwithftanding this, and in fpite of the jealous machinations
of the Moors, this benevolent prince thought it fufficient, that a white man was found
in his dominions, in a condition of extreme wretcheduefs, and that no other plea was
necefl^iry to entitle the fuflerer to his bounty.

CHAP. II.

—

Departure from Sego, and Arrival at Kabba.-~Defcripticn of the Shea
or vegetable Butter Tree.— The Author and his Guide arrive at Sanfaiiding.—
Behaviour of the Moon at that Place.— The Author purfues his Journey to the

Eaflward.— Incidents on the Road.—Arrives at Modiboo, and proceeds for Kea ;

but obliged to leave his Horfe by the Way.—Embarks at Kca in a Fifljcrman s Canoe

for Moorzan ; is conveyed from thence acrofs the Niger to Silla.—Determines to

proceed no further Eaflvjard.—Some Account of the further Courfe of the Niger, and
the 'Towns in its Vicinage, towards the Eajl.

BEING, in the manner that has been related, compelled to leave Sego, I was
condudied the fame evening to a village about feven miles to the eaftward, with fome

• Mention has already been made of thefe little fliclls, which pafs current as inonoy in many
parts of the Eaft Indies as well as Africa. In Bambarra, and the- adjaicnt countries, wheie t!ic ncccf-

faries of life are very cheap, one hundred of tlum would commonly purcliafe a day's provifions fur mviclf,

and corn for roy horfe, I reckoued about two hundred and fifty kowties equal to one (hillinrr.

5«2 'of
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of the inhabitants of which ray guide was acquainted, and by whom we were well

received.* He was very friendly and communicative, and fpoke highly of the hof-

pitality of his countrymen ; but withal told me, that if Jenne was the place of my
deftination, which he feemed to have hitherto doubted, I had undertaken an enter-

prize of greater danger than probably I was apprized of : for, although the town of

Jennc was, nominally, a part of the King of Bambarra's dominions, it was in fad, he
faid, a city of the Moors ; the leading part of the inhabitants being Bufhreens, and
even the governor himfelf, though appointed by Manfong, of the fame fe6t:. Thus
was I in danger of falling a fecond time into the hands of men who would confider it

not only juflifiable, but meritorious, to deftroy me : and this refleftion was aggravated

by the circumftance that the danger increafed, as I advanced in my journey ; for I

learned that the places beyond Jenne were under the Moorifh influence, in a ftill

greater degree than Jenne itfelf ; and Tombudtoo, the great objedt of my fearch,

altogether in pofleffion of that favage and mercilefs people, who allow no Chriftian to

live there. But I had now advanced too far to think of returning to the weftward, on
fuch vague and uncertain information, and determined to proceed ; and being accom-
panied by the guide, I departed from the village on the morning of the 24th. About
eight o'clock, we paffed a large town called Kabba, fituated in the midft of a beautiful

and highly cultivated country ; bearing a greater refemblance to the centre of England,

than to what I fhould have fuppofed had been the middle of Africa. The people were

every where employed in coUecling the fruit of the Shea trees, from which they pre-

pare vegetable butter.—Thefe trees grow in great abundance all over this part of

Bambarra. They are not planted by the natives, but are found growing naturally

in the woods ; and in clearing wood land for cultivation, every tree is cut down but

the Shea. The tree itfelf very much refembles the American oak ; and the fruit,

from the kernel of wiiich, being firfl: dried in the fun, the butter is prepared, by
boiling the kernel in water, has fomewhat the appearance of a Spanifli olive. The
kernel is enveloped in a fweet pulp, under a thin green rind ; and the butter

produced from it, befides the advantage of its keeping the whole year without fait,

is whiter, firmer, and, to my palate, of a richer flavour than the bed butter I ever

tailed made from cow's milk. The growth and preparation of this commodity, feem

to be among the firfl; objeds of African indufliry in tliis and the neighbouring ftates j

and it conltirutes a main article of their inland commerce.

We paffed, in the courfe of the day, a great many villages, inhabited chiefly by

fifliermen ; and in the evening about five o'clock arrived at Sarifanding ; a very large

town, containing, as 1 was told, from eight to ten thoufand inhabitants. This place

is much reforted to by the Moors, who bring fait from Beeroo, and beads and coral

from the Mediterranean, to exchange here for gold duft:, and cotton cloth. This cloth

they fell to great advantage in Beeroo, and other Moorifh countries, where, on account

of the want of rain, no cotton is cultivated.

I dciired my guide to conduft me to the houfe in which we were to lodge, by

the mod private way poflible. We accordingly rode along between the town and the

river, pafliug by a creek or harbour, in which I obferved twenty large canoes, moft of

them fully loaded, and covered with mats, to prevent the rain from injuring the goods.

As we proceeded, three other canoes arrived, two with paffengers, and one with ^oods.

• I (hould have before obferved, that I found the language of Bambarra, a fort of corrupted Mandingo.
After a little practice, 1 underllood, and fpoke it without difficulty.

2 I was
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I was happy to find that all the Negro inhabitants took me for a Moor ; under which
charafter I fhould probably havepaffed unmolefted, had not a Moor, who was fitting by
the river fide, difcovered the miftake, and fetting up a loud exclamation, brought
together a n\imber of his countrymen.

When I arrived at the houfe of Counti Mamadi, the Dooty of the town, I was fur-

rounded with hundreds of people, fpeakir.g a v?riety of different dialeds, all equally

unintelligible to me. At length, by the afliftance of my guide, who acted as in-

terpreter, 1 underftood that one of the fpectators pretended to have feen me at one
place, and another at fome other place ; and a Moorifh woman abfolutely fwore that

{he had kept my houfe three years at Gallam on the river Senegal. It was plain that

they miftook me for fome other perfon ; and 1 defired two of the mofl: confident, to

point towards the place where they had feen me. They pointed due fouth ; hence I

think it probable that they came from Cape Coaft, where they might have feen many
white men. Their language was different from any I had yet heard.

, The Moors now
affembled in great numbers ; with their ufual arrogance, compelling the Negroes to

ftand at a diftance. They immediately began to queftion me concerning my religion

;

but finding that I was not mafter of the Arabic, they fent for two men, whom they

call Ilbuidi (Jews), in hopes that they might be able to converfe with me. Thefe

Jews, in drefs and appearance, very much refemble the Arabs ; but though they fo

far conform to the religion of Mahomet, as to recite, in public, prayers from the Koran,
they are but little refpefted by the Negroes ; and even the Moors themfelves allowed,

that though I was a Chriftian, I was a better man than a Jew. They, however, in-

fifted, that, like the Jews, I muft conform fo far as to repeat the Mahomedan prayers

;

and when I attempted to wave the fubjeft, by telling them that I could not fpeak

Arabic, one of them, a Shereef from Tuat, in the Great Defert, llarted up and (wore

by the Prophet, that if I refufed to go to the mofque, he would be one that would
aflift in carrying me thither. And there is no doubt but this threat would have been
immediately executed, had not my landlord interpofed in my behalf. He told them,

that 1 was the king's flranger, and he could not fee me ill treated, whilft I was under

his proteclion. He therefore advifed them to let me alone for the night ; alluring

them, that, in the morning I fliould be fent about my bufinefs. This lomewhat appeafed

their clamour ; but they compelled me to afcend a high feat, by the door of the mofque,

in order that every bot'y might fee me ; for the people had affembled in fuch numbers
as to be quite ungovernable ; climbing upon the houfcs, and Iqueezing each other,

like the fpedtators at an execution. Upon this feat I remained until funfet, when I

was conducted into a neat little hut, with a fmall court before it ; the door of which

Counti Mamadi fhut, to prevent any perfon from dilturbing me. But this precaution

could not exclude the Moors. They climbed over the top of the mud wall, and came
in crowds into the court, in order, they laid, to fee me perform my evening devotions,

and eat eggs. The former of thefe ceremonies, I did not think proper to comply with
;

but 1 told them I had no objeftion to eat eggs, provided they would bring me eggs

to eat. M/ landlord immediately brought me fcven hen's eggs, and was much fur-

prifed to find that 1 could not eat them raw ; for it feems to be a prevalent opinion

among the inhabitants of the interior, that Europeans fubfift almofi entirely on this

diet. When 1 had fuccccded, in perfuading my landlord that this opinion was without

foundalioii, and that 1 would gladly partake of any victuals which he might think

proper to fend me ; he ordered a fheep to be killed, and part of it to be drelfed for

my fupper. About midnight, when the Moors had left me, he paid me a vifit, and

with much earneltnefs defired me to write him a faphie. " If a Moor's faphie is good,

(faid
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(faid this hofpltable old man), a white man's muft needs be better." I readily fur-

nifhed him with one, poffeired of all the virtues I could concentrate ; for it contained

the Lord's prayer. The pen with which it was written was made of a reed ; a little

charcoal and gum-water made very tolerable ink, and a thin board anfwered the pur-

pofe of paper.

July 25th. Early in the morning, before the Moors were aflembled, I departed

from Sanfanding, and flept the enfuing night^at a fmall town call Sibili ; from whence,

on the day following, I reached Nyara, a large town at fome diftance from the river,

where I halted the 27th, to have my clothes waflied, and recruit my horfe. The Booty

there has a very commodious houfe, flat roofed, and two flories high. He fliewed

me fome gunpowder of his own manufacturing ; and pointed out as a great curiofity

a little brown monkey, that was tied to a (lake by the door, telling me that it came

from a far diftant country, called Kong.

July 28th. I departed from Nyara, and reached Nyamee about noon. This town

is inhabited chiefly by Foulahs, from the kingdom of Mafma. The Booty (I know
not why) would not receive me, but civilly fent his fon on horfeback, to conduft me
to Modiboo ; which, he affured me, was at no gheat diftance.

We rode nearly in a dired line through the woods •, but in general went forwards

with great circumfpedion. I obferved that my guide frequently flopped, and looked

under the buflies. On inquiring the reafon of this caution, he told me that lions

were very numerous in that part of the country, and frequently attacked people tra-

velling through the woods. While he was fpeaking, my horfe ftarted, and looking

round, I obferved a large animal of the camelopard kind, ftanding at a little diftance.

The neck and fore legs were very long ; the head was furniflied with two fliort black

horns, turning backwards ; the tail, which reached down to the ham joint, had a

tuft of hair at the end. The animal was of a moufe colour ; and it trotted away from

us in a very fluggifli manner ; moving its head from fide to fide, to fee it we were

purfuing it. Shortly after this, as we were crofling a large open plain, where there

were a iew fcattered buflies, my guide, who was a little way before me, wheeled his

horfe round in a moment, calling out fomething in the Foulah language, which I did

not underftand. I inquired in Mandingo what he meant ; IVara billi bilii, a very large

lion, faid he ; and made figns for me to ride away. But my horfe was loo much
fatigued : fo we rode flowly paft the bufli, from which the animal had given us the

alarm. Not feeing any thing myfelf, however, I thought my guide had been miftaken,

when the Foulah fuddenly put his hand to his mouth, exclaiming, Soubah an allubi

(God preferve us !) and to my great furprife I then perceived a large red lion, at a

Ihort diftance from the bufli, with his head couched between his fore paws. I expcfted

he would inftantly fpring upon me, and inftinctively pulled my feet from my ftirrups

to throw myfcif on the ground, that my horfe might become the viftim, rather than

myfelf. But it is probable the lion was not hungry ; for he quietly fuffered us to

pafs, though we were fairly within his reach. My eyes were fo rivetted upon this

Ibvereign of the beafts, that I found it impoiTible to remove them, until we were at

a confiderable diftance. We now took a circuitous route, through fome fwampy
ground, to avoid any more of thefe difagreeabk rencounters. At funfet we arrived

at Modiboo, a delightful village on the banks of the Niger, commanding a view of

the river for many miles, both to the eaft and weft. The fmall green iflands (the

peaceful retreat of fome induftrious Foulahs, whofe cattle are here fecure from the

depredations of wild beafts,) and the majeftic breadth of the river, which is here much
larger than at Sego, render the fituation one of the moft enchanting in the world.

Here



park's travels in AFRICA. 849

Here are caught great plenty of fifh, by means of long cotton nets, which the natives

make themfelves, and ufe nearly in the fame manner as nets are ufed in Europe. I

obferved the head of a crocodile lying upon one of the houfes, which they told me
had been killed by the fhepherds, in a fwamp near the town. Thefe animals are not

uncommon in the Niger ; but I believe they are not oftentimes found dangerous.

They are of little account to the traveller, when compared with the amazing fwarms
of mufquetoes, which rife from the fwamps and creeks, in fuch numbers as to harafs

even the moft torpid of the natives ; and as my clothes were now almofl: worn to

rags, I was but ill prepared to refill their attacks. I ufually palTed the night without

fhutting my eyes, walking backwards and forwards, fanning myfelf with my hat ; their

flings raifed numerous blifters on my legs and arms ; which, together with the want
of reft, made me very fcverifh and uneafy.

July agth. Early in the morning, my landlord obferving that I was fickly, hurried

me away ; fending a fervant with me as a guide to Kea. But though I was little

able to walk, my horfe was ftill lefs able to cari-y me ; and about fix miles to the eafl

of Modiboo, in eroding fome rough clayey ground he fell ; and the united ftrength

of the guide and myfelf, could not place him again upon his legs. I fat down for

fome time befide this worn-out aflbciate of my adventures ; but finding him ftill unable

to rife, I took off the faddle and bridle, and placed a quantity of grai's before him. I

furveyed the poor animal, as he lay panting on the ground, with fympathetic emotion ;

for I could not fupprefs the fad apprehenfion that I ftioulJ myfelf, in a ftiort time, lie

down and perilh in the fame manner, of fatigue and hunger. With this foreboding

I left my poor horfe ; and with great reluftance followed my guide on foot, along

the bank of the river, until about noon ; when we reached Kea, which I found to

be nothing more than a fmall fifliing village. The Dooty, a furly old man, who was
fitting by the gate, received me very coolly ; and when I informed him of my fituation,

and begged his protection, told me, with great indifference, that he paid very little

attention to fine fpeechcs, and that I Ihould not enter his houfe. My guide remon-
ftrated in my favour, but co no purpofe ; for the Dooty remained inflexible in his

determination. I knew not where to reft my wearied limbs, but was happily relieved

by a filhing canoe, belonging to Silla, which was at that moment coming down the

river. The Dooty waved to the filherman to come near, and defired him to take

charge of me as lar as Moorzan. The filherman, after fome hefitation, confented to

carry mc ; and I embarked in the canoe, in company with the fiflierman, his wife, and
a boy. The Negro who had conducted me from Modiboo, now left me ; I requefted

him to look to my horfe on his return, and take care of him if he was ftill alive,

which he promifed to do.

Departing from Kea, we proceeded about a mile down the river, when the filher-

man paddled the canoe to the bank, and defired mc to jump out. Having tied the

canoe to a ftake, he ftripped off his clotiies, and dived for fuch a length of time, that

1 thought he had a^lually drowned himfelf, and was furprifed to fee his wife behave
with fo much indifference upon the occufion ; but my fears were over when he raifed

up his head ailern of the canoe, and called for a roi)e. With this rope he dived a

fecond time, and then got into the canoe, and ordered the boy to aflift him in pulling.

At length, they brought up a large balket, about ten feet in diameter, containing two
hne filh, which the liiherman (alter returning the balket into the water) immediately

carried alhore, and hid in the grafs. We then went a little further down, and took

up another baiket, in which was one fifli. The fiflierman now left us, to carry his

3 piizes
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prizes to fome neighbouring market ; and the woman and boy proceeded with me in

the canoe, down the river.

About four o'clock we arrived at Moorzan, a fifliing-town on the northern bank;
from whence I was conveyed acrofs the river to Silla, a large town ; where I remained

until it was quite dark, under a tree, furrounded by hundreds of people. But their

language was very ditferent from the other parts of Bambarra ; and 1 was informed

that in my progrefs eaflward, the Bambarra tongue was but little underftood, and that

when I reached Jenne, I fliould find that the majority of the inhabitants fpoke a dif-

ferent language, called Jenne Kummo^ by the Negroes ; and Kalam Soudan, by the

Moors.
With a great deal of intreaty, the Dooty allowed me to come into his baloon, to

avoid the rain ; but the place was very damp, and I had a fmart paroxyfm of fever

during the night. Worn down by ficknefs, exhaufted with hunger and fatigue ; half

naked, and without any article of value, by which I might procure provifions, clothes,

or lodging ; I began to refledt ferioufly on my fituation. I was now convinced by

painful experience, that the obftacles to my further progrefs were inllirmountable.

The tropical rains were already fet in with all their violence ; the rice grounds and

fwamps were every where overflowed ; and in a few days more, travelling of every

kind, unlefs by water, would be completely obflrufted. The kowries which re-

mained of the King of Bambarra's prefent, were not fufficient to enable me to hire a

canoe for any great diftance ; and I had but Httle hopes of fubfifting by charity, in a

country where the Moors have fuch influence. But above all, I perceived that I was
advancing more and more within the power of thofe mercilefs fanatics ; and from

my reception both at Sego and Sanfanding, I was apprehenfive that, in attempting to

reach even Jenne (unlefs under the proteftion of fome man of confequence amongft

them, which I had no means of obtaining), I fhould facrifice my life to no purpofe ;

for my difcoveries would perifli with me. The profpeft either way was gloomy. In

returning to the Gambia, a journey on foot of many hundred miles prefented itfelf

to my contemplation, through regions and countries unknown. Neverthelefs, this

feemed to be the only alternative ; for I faw inevitable defl:ruction in attempting to

proceed to the caftvvard. With this conviflion on my mind, I hope my readers will

acknowledge, that I did right in going no farther. I had made every efl^ort to exe-

cute my mifllon in its fullefl extent, which prudence could jufl:ify. Had there been

the moll difliant profpeft of a fuccefsful termination, neither the unavoidable hardfliips

of the journey, nor the dangers of a fecond captivity, fliould have forced me to defifl:.

This, however, necefllty compelled me to do ; and whatever may be the opinion of

my general readers on this point, it affords me inexpreflible fatisfadtion, that my
honourable employers have been pleafed, fmce my return, to exprefs their full appro-

bation of my condudt.

Having thus brought my mind, after much doubt and perplexity, to a deter-

mination to return weilward ; i thought it incumbent on me, before I left Silla, to

colledl from the Moorifli and Negro traders, all the information I could, concerning

the further courfe of the Niger eaflward, and the fituation and extent of the king-

doms in its vicinage ; and the following few notices I received from fuch various

quarters, as induce me to think they are authentic.

Two fhort days journey to the eaflward of Silla, is the town of Jenne, which is

fituated on a fmall ifland in the river ; and is faid to contain a greater number of inha-

bitants than Sego itfelf, or any other town in Bambarra. At the diftance of two days

more,
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more, the river fprcads into a confiderable lake, called Dibbie (or the dark lake),

concerning the extent of which, all the information I could obtain was, that in eroding

it, from weft to eaft, the canoes lofc fight of land one whole day. From this lake

the water iflues in many different flreams, which terminate in two large branches, one
whereof flo\%s towards the north-eaft, and the other to the eaft ; but thefe branches

join at Kabra, which is one day's journey to the fouthward of Tombu£too, and is the

port or fhipping-place of that city. The traft of land which the two ftreams encircle,

is called Jinbala, and is inhabited by Negroes ; and the whole diftance, by land, from
Jenne to Tombu£too, is twelve days' journey.

From Kabra, at the diftance of eleven days' journey, down the ftream, the river

paffes to the fouthward of Houffa, which is two days' journey diftant from the river.

Of the further progrefs of this great river, and its final exit, all the natives with

whom I converfed, feemed to be entirely ignorant. Their commercial purfuits feldom

induce them to travel further than the cities of Tombuftoo and Houfla ; and as the

fole object of thofe journies is the acquirement of wealth, they pay but little attention

to the courfe of rivers, or the geography of countries. It is, however, highly probable

that the Niger affords a fafe and cafy communication between very remote nations.

All my informants agreed, that many of the Negro merchants who arrive at Tom-
buftoo and Houfla, from the eaftward, fpeak a different language from that of Bam-
barra, or any other kingdom with which they are acquainted. But even thefe mer-

chants, it would feem, are ignorant of the termination of the river, for fuch of them
as can fpeak Arabic, defcribe the amazing length of its courfe in very general terms ;

faying only that they believe it rum to the world's end.

The names of many kingdoms to the eaftward of Houffa, are familiar to the

inhabitants of Bambarra. 1 was fliewn quivers and arrows of very curious workman-
fliip, which I was informed came from the kingdom of Kaffma.

On the northern bank of the Niger, at a ftiort diftance from Silla, is the kingdom
of Mafina, which is inhabited by Foulahs. They employ themfelves there, as in other

places, chiefly in pafturage, and pay an annual tribute to the King of Bambarra, for

the lands which they occupy.

To the north-eaft of Mafina, is fituatcd the kingdom of Tombuftoo, the great objeft

of European refearch : the capital of this kingdom being one of the principal marts

for that extenfive commerce which the Moors carry on with the Negroes. The
hopes of acquiring wealth in this purfuit, and zeal for propagating their religion,

have filled this extenfive city with Moors and Mahomedan converts ; the King himfelf,

and all the chief officers of ftate are Moors ; and they are faid to be more fevere and

intolerant in their principles than any other of the Moorifli tribes in this part of Africa.

I was informed by a venerable old Negro, that when he firft vifited Tombudoo, he

took up his lodging at a fort of public inn, the landlord of which, when he conduced
him into his hut, fprcad a mat on the floor, and laid a rope upon it; faying, " If

" ygu are a Muffulman you are my friend, fit down; but if you are a Kafir, you are
" my flave, and with this rope I will lead you to market." The prefent King of

Tombudoo is jiamcd Abu Abrahima ; he is reported to poffefs immcnfe riches. His

wives and concubines are faid to be clothed in filk, and the chief officers of ftate live

in confiderable iplendour. The whole cxpcnce of his government is defrayed, as I was
told, by a tax upon merchandize, which is coliefted at the gates of the city.

The city of Houfla (the capital of a large kingdom of the fame name, fituated to

the eaftward of Tombudoo,) is another great mart for Moorifli commerce. I converfed

with many merchants who had vifited that city ; and they all agreed that it is larger,
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and more populous, than Tombuctoo. The trade, police, and government, are nearly

the fame in ' 'Oih ; but in ITouffa, the negroes are in greater proportion to the Moors,

and have fonie Uiare in the gcvermnent.

Concerning the fmall kinguom of Jinbaia, I was not able to colled much informa-

tion. The fjil is faid to r-j r markably fertile, and tiie whole country fo full of

creeks and fwamps, that tho Moors have hitherto been balfled in every attempt to

fubdue it. The inhabitants a; e Negroes, and fome of them are faid to live in con-

fiderable affluence, particularly thofe near the capital ; which is a refling-place

for fuch merchants as tranfport goods from Tombuctoo to the weflern parts of

Africa.

To the fouthward of Jinbaia, is fituated the Negro kingdom of Gotto, which is

faid to be of great extent. It was formerly divided into a number of petty flates,

which were governed by their own chiefs ; but their private quarrels invited invafion

from the neighbouring kingdoms. At length a politic chief, of the name of Moofee,

had addrefs enough to make them unite in hoftilities againfl Bambarra ; and on this

occafion he was unanitnoufly chofen general ; the different chiefs confenting for a

time to act under his command. Moofee immediately difpatched a fleet of canoes,

loaded with provifions, from the banks of the lake Dibbie up the Niger, towards Jenne,

and with the whole of his army pufhed forwards into Bambarra. He arrived on the

banks of the Niger oppofite to Jenne, before the townfpeople had the fmallefl: intima-

tion of his approach ; his fleet of canoes joined him the fame day, and having landed the

provifions, he embarked part of his army, and in the night took Jenne by ilorm. This

event fo terrified the King of Bambarra, that he fent meflengers to fue for peace, and

in order to obtain it, confented to deliver to Moofee a certain number of flaves every

year ; and return every thing that had been taken from the inhabitants of Gotto.

Moofee, thus triumphant, returned to Gotto, where he was declared king, and the capital

of the country is called by his name.

On the weft of Gotto is the kingdom of Baedoo, which was conquered by the pre-

fent King of Bambarra about feven years ago, and has continued tributary to hitn

ever fince.

Weft of Baedoo is Maniana ; the inhabitants of which, according to the beft informa-

tion I was able to colled, are cruel and ferocious : carr)'ing their refentment towards

their enemies fo far as never to give quarter ; and even to indulge themfelves with

unnatural and difgufting banquets of human flefh.

I am well aware that the accounts which the negroes give of their enemies, ought to

be received with great caution ; but I heard the fame account in fo many difi^erent king-

doms, and from fuch variety of people, whofe veracity I had no occafion to fufpecl, that

I am difpofed to allow it fome degree of credit. The inhabitants of Bambarra, in the

courfe of a long and bloody war, muft have had frequent opportunities of fatisfying

themfelves as to the fad ; and if the report had been entirely without foundation, I

cannot conceive why the term Madumniulo (man eaters), Ihould be applied exclufively

to the inhabitants of Maniana.

CHAP,
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CHAP. III.

—

The Author returns Wejlward— arrives at Modiboo, and recovers
his Horfe—finds great Difficulty in travelling, in co7ifequence of the Rai/.Sy and the

overfio-wing of the River ;
— is informed that the King of Bambarra had ftnt Pcrfons

to apprehend him ; — avoids Sego, and profecutes his Journey along the Banks of the
Niger. — Incidents on the Road.— Cruelties attendant on African Wars.— The Author
croffes the River Frina, and arrives at Tafiara.

HAVING, for the reafons afligncd in the lafl: chapter, determined to proceed no
farther eaflward than Silla, I acquainted the dooty with my intention of returning to Sego
propofing to travel along the fouthern fide of the river ; but he informed me, that from
the number of creeks and fvvamps on that fide, it was impoflible to travel by any
other route than along the northern bank ; and even that route, he faid, would foon
be impaflable on account of the overflowing of the river. However, as he commended
my determination to return weflward, he agreed to fpeak to fome one of the fifher-

men to carry me over to Moorzan. J accordingly fiepped into a canoe about eitrht

o'clock in the morning of July 30th, and in about an hour was landed at Moorzan.
At this place I hired a canoe for fixty kowries, and in the afternoon arrived at
Kea ; where, for forty kowries more, the dooty permitted me to fleep in the fame
hut with one of his flaves. This poor Negro, perceiving that I was ficklv, and
that my clothes were very ragged, humanely lent me a large cloth to cover me for
the night.

July 3 1 ft. The dooty's brother being going to Modiboo, I embraced the oppor-
tunity of accompanying him thither, there being no beaten road. He promifed to carry
my faddle, which I had left at Kea when my horfe fell down in the woods, as I now
propofed to prefent it to the King of Bambarra.

We departed from Kea at eight o'clock, and about a mile to the weftward obferved
on the bank of the river, a great number of earthen jars piled up together. They
were very neatly formed, but not glazed ; and were evidently of that fort of pot-
tery which is manufadured at Downie (a town to the weft of Tombuftoo), and
fold to great advantage in different parts of Bambarra. As we approached towards
the jars, my companion plucked up a large handful of herbage, and threw it upon
them

J
making figns for me to do the fame, which I did. He then, with great

ferioufnefs, told me that thefe jars belonged to fome fupematural power ; that they
were found in their prefent fituation about two years ago : and as no perfon had
claimed them, every traveller as he pafl'ed them, from refpedl: to the invifible pro-
prietor, threw fome grafs, or the branch of a tree, upon the heap, to defend the jars

from the rain.

Thus converfing, we travelled in the moft friendly manner until, unfortunately,

we perceived the footftops of a lion, quite frefti in the mud, near the river fide. My
companion now proceeded with great circumfpedion ; and at laft, coming to fome
thick underwood, he infifted that 1 ftiould walk before him. I endeavoured to

excufe myfelf, by allcdging that I did not know the road ; but he obftinately per-

fifted ; and after a few high words and menacing looks, threw down the faddle and
went away. This very much difconccrtcd me : but as I had given up all hopes of
obtaining a horfe, I could not think of encumbering myfelf with a faddle; and taking
off the flirrups and girths, I threw the fiiddlo into the river. The Negro no fooner

faw me throw the faddle into the water, than he came running from among the buflics

where he had concealed himfclf, jumped into the river, and by help of his fpear,

5^2 brought
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brought out the faddle, and ran away with it. I continued my courfe along the bank ;

but as the wood was remarkably thick, and 1 had reafon to believe that a lion was at

no great diftancc, I became much alarmed, and took a long circuit through the bufbcs

to avoid' him.

About four in the afternoon I reached Modiboo, where I found my faddle. The
guide, who had got there before me, being afraid that I (hould inform the King of his

conduft, had brought the faddle with him in a canoe.

While I was converfing with the dooty, and remonftfating againfl the guide for

having left mc in fuch a fituation, I heard a horfe neigh in one of the huts; and the

dooty inquired, with a fmile, if I knew who was fpeaking to me ? He explained himfelf,

by telling me that my horfe was ftill alive, and fomewhat recovered from his fatigue

;

but he infilled that I fhould take him along with me ; adding, that he had once kept a

Moor's horfe for four months, and when the horfe had recovered and got into good
condition, the Moor returned and claimed it, and refufed to give him any reward for

his trouble.

Aug. I ft. I departed from Modiboo, driving my horfe before me : and in the

afternoon reached Nyamee, where I remained three days; during which time it

rained without intcrmiffion, and with fuch violence, that no perfon could venture out

of doors.
' Aug. 5th. I departed' from Nyamee ; but the country was fo deluged, that I was

frequently in danger of lofing the road, and had to wade acrofs the favannahs for

miles together, knee deep in water. Even the corn ground, which is the drieft land

in the country, was fo completely flooded, that my horfe twice ftuck faft in the mud,
and was not got out without the greateft difficulty.

In the evening of the fame day I arrived at Nyara, where I was well received

by the dooty ; and as the 6th was rainy, I did not depart until the morning of

the 7th ; but the water had fwelled to fuch a height, that in many places the road

was fcarcely pafiable ; and though I waded breaft deep acrofs the fwamps, I could

only reach a fmall village called Nemaboo, where, however, for an hundred

kowries, I procured from fome foulahs plenty of corn for my horfe, and milk for

myfelf.

Aug. 8th. The difficulties I had experienced the day before, made me anxious

to engage a fellow-traveller
;

particularly as I was affured, that, in the courfe of a

few days, the country would be fo completely overflowed, as to render the road

utterly impaflTable ; but though I offered two hundred kowries for a guide, nobody

would accompany me. However, on the morning following, (Augult 9th,) a Moor
and his wife, riding upon two bullocks, and bound for Sego with fait, pafled the

village ; and agreed to take me along with them : but I found them of little fer-

vice, for they were wholly unacquainted with the road, and being accullomed to a

fandy foil, were very bad travellers. Inftead of wading before the bullocks, to feel

if the ground was folid, the woman boldly entered the firft fwamp, riding upon the

top of the load ; but when ftie had proceeded about two hundred yards, the bullock

funk into a hole, and threw both the load and herfelf among the reeds. The frightened

hufband ftood for fomc time feemingly petrified with horror, and fuffered his wife to be

almoft drowned before he went to her affiftance.

About funfet we reached Sibity : but the dooty received me very coolly ; and

when I iblicited for a guide to Sanfanding, he told me his people were otherwife em-

ployed. I was fliewn into a damp old hut, where I pafled a very uncomfortable night

;

ibr when the walls of the hut are foftened by the rain, they frequently become too

weak
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weak to fupport the weight of the roof. I heard three huts fall during the night,

and was apprchenfive that the hut I lodged in would be the fourth. In the morning, as

I went to pull fome grafs for my horfe, I counted fourteen huts which had fallen in

this manner fince the commencement of the rainy feafon.

It continued to rain with great violence all the 10th ; and as the dooty refufed to
give me any provifions, I purchafed fome corn, which I divided with my horfe.

Aug. I ith. The dooty compelled me to depart from the town, and I fet out for
Sanfanding without any great hopes of faring better there than I had ''done at

Sibity ; for 1 learned from people who came to vifit me, that a report prevailed,

and was univerfally believed, that I had come to Bambarra as a fpy ; and as Manfong
had not admitted me into his prefence, the dooties of the different towns were at

liberty to treat me in what manner they pleafed. From repeatedly hearing the fame
flory, I had no doubt of the truth of it ; but as there was no alternative, I deter-

mined to proceed, and a little before funfet I arrived at Sanfanding. My reception

was what I expe£ted. Counti Mamadi, who had been fo kind to me formerly,
fcarcely gave me welcome. Every one wifhed to fhun me, and my landlord fent a
pcrfon to inform me, that a very unfavourable report was received from Scgo concern-
ing me, and that he wiflied me to depart early in the morning. About ten o'clock at

night Counti Mamadi himfelf came privately to me, and informed me, that Manfong
had difpaichcd a canoe to Jennd to bring me back ; and he was afraid 1 fhould find

great difficulty in going to the weft country. He advifed me, therefore, to depart from
Sanfanding before daybreak ; and cautioned me againft flopping at Diggani, or any
town near Sego.

Aug. 1 2th. I departed from Sanfanding, and reached Kabba in the afternoon.

As I approached the town, I was furprifed to fee feveral people alTcmbled at the gate

;

one of whom, as I advanced, came running towards me, and taking my horfe by the

bridle, led me round the walls of the town ; and then pointing to the weft, told me to

go along, or it would fare worfe with me. It was in vain that I reprefentcd the dan-
ger of being benighted in the woods, expofed to the inclemency of the weather, and
to the fury of wild beafts. " Go along," was all the anfwer j and a number of
people coming up, and urging me in the fame manner with great carncftnefs, I

lufpcfted that fome of the King's meflengers, who were fent in fearch of me, were
in the town ; and that thefe Negroes, from mere kindnefs, conduded me paft it

with a view to facilitate my efcape. I accordingly took the road for Sego, with the

uncomfortable profpeft of pafling the night on the branches of a tree. After travel-

ling about three miles, I came to a fmall village near the road. The dooty was
fplitting fticks by the gate ; but I found I could have no admittance ; and when
1 attempted to enter, he jumped up, and with the ftick he held in his hand
threatened to ftrike me oft' the horfe, if I prefumed to advance another ftep.

At a little diftance from this village (and farther from the road), is another fmall

one. I conjedured, that being rather out of the common route the inhabitants might

have fewer objections to give me houfc-room for the night ; and having croifed fome
corn fields, I fat down under a tree by the well. Two or three women came to draw
water ; and one of them perceiving I was a ftranger, inquired whither I was going.

I told her I was going for Sego, but being benighted on the road, I wilhed to ftay at

the village until morning ; and begged ftie would acquaint the dooty with my litu-

aiion. In a little time the dooty fent for me, and permitted me to flcep in a

large baloon, in one corner of which was conftruftcd a kiln for drying the fruit of

the ftiea trees : it contained about half a cart load of fruit, under which was kept

up
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up a clear wood fire. I was informed that in three days the fruit would be ready for

pounding and boiling ; and that the butter thus manufaftured, is preferable to that

which is prepared from fruit dried in the fun, efpecially in the rainy feafon, when the

procefs by infolation is always tedious, and oftentimes ineffeftual.

Aug. 13th. About ten o'clock I reached a fmall village within half a mile of

Sego, where I endeavoured, but in vain, to procure fome provifions. Every one

feemed anxious to avoid me ; and I could plainly perceive, by the looks and behaviour

of the inhabitants, that fome very unfavourable accounts had been circulated con-

cerning me. 1 was again informed that Manfong had fent people to apprehend me

;

and the dooty's fon told me I had no time to lofe, if I wilhed to get fafe out of

Bambarra. I now fully faw the danger of my fituation, and determined to avoid Sego

altogether. I accordingly mounted my horfe, and taking the road for Diggani, tra-

velled as faft as I could, until I was out of fight of the villagers, when I ftruck to the

weflward, through high grafs and fwampy ground. About noon, I flopped under a

tree, to confider what courfe to take ; for I had now no doubt but that the Moors and

Slatees had mifinformed the King refpefting the objeft of my mifTion, and that the

people were abfolutely in fearch of me to convey me a prifoner to Sego. Sometimes I

had thoughts of fwimming my horfe acrofs the Niger, and going to the fouthward for

Cape Coafl ; but refledting that I had ten days to travel before I fliould reach Kong,

and afterward an extenfive country to traverfe, inhabited by various nations, with

whofe language and manners I was totally unacquainted, I relinquiflied this fcheme,

and judged, that I fhould better anfwer the purpofe of my miflion, by proceeding

to the weflward along the Niger, endeavouring to afcertain how far the river was

navigable in that direftion. Having refolved upon this courfe, I proceeded accord-

ingly ; and a little before funfet arrived at a Foulah village called Sooboo, where,

for two hundred kowries, I procured lodging for the night.

Aug. 14th. I continued my courfe along the bank of the river, through a popu-

lous and well cultivated country. I pafTed a walled town called Kamalia*, without

flopping ; and at noon rode through a large town called Samee, where there happened

to be a market, and a number of people affembled in an open place in the middle

of the town, felling cattle, cloth, corn, &c. 1 rode through the midfl of them without

being much obferved ; every one taking me for a Moor. In the afternoon I arrived

at a fmall village called Binni, where I agreed with the dooty's fon, for one hundred

kowries, to allow me to flay for the night ; but when the dooty returned, he infifled

that 1 fhould inflantly leave the place ; and if his wife and fon had not interceded for

me, I mufl have complied.

Aug. 15th. About nine o'clock I pafTed a large town called Sai, which very

much excited my curiofity. It is completely furrounded by two very deep trenches, at

about two hundred yards diflant from the walls. On the top of the trenches are a

number of fquare towers ; and the whole has the appearance of a regular fortification.

Inquiring into the origin of this extraordinary intr.enchment, I learned from two of

the townfpeople the following particulars; which, if true, furnifh a mournful pidlure

of the enormities of African wars. About fifteen years ago, when the prelcnt King

of Bambarra's father defolated Maniana, the dooty of Sai had two fons flain in battle,

fighting in the King's caufe. He had a third fon Uving ; and when the King demanded

a further roinforcement of men, and this youth among the reft, the dooty refufed to

fend him. This conduft fo enraged the King, that when he returned from Maniana,

* There i'b another town of this name hereafter to be mentioned.

10 about
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about the beginning of the rainy feafon, and found the dooty protected by the inhabi-

tants, he fat down before Sai with his army, and furroundcd the town with the

trenches I had now feen. After a fiege of two months, the townfpeople became in-

volved in all the horrors of famine ; and whilft the King's army were feafting in

their trenches, they faw with plcafure the miferable inhabitants of Sai devour the

leaves and bark of the bentang tree that flood in the middle of the town. Finding,

however, that the befieged would fooner perifh than furrender, the King had recourle

to treachery. He promifed, that if they would open the gates, no pcrfon fhould be
put to death, nor fuffer any injury but the dooty alone. The poor old man deter-

mined to facrifice himfelf, for the fake of his fellow-citizens, and immediately walked
over to the King's army, where he was put to death. His fon, in attempting to efcapc,

was caught and maffacrcd in the trenches ; and the reft of the townfpeople were
carried away captives, and fold as flavcs to the different Negro traders.

About noon I came to the village of Kaimoo, fituated upon the bank of the river

;

and as the corn I had purchafed at Sibili, was exhaufted, I endeavoured to purchafe

a frelh fupply ; but was informed that corn was become very fcarce all over the

country ; and though I offered fifty kowrie? for a fmall quantity, no perfon would
fell me any. As I was about to depart, however, one of the villagers (who probably

miftook me for a Moorilh (hereef j brought me fome as a prefent ; only defiring me
in return, to beftow my blefling upon him ; which I did in plain Englifli, and he
received it with a thoufand acknowledgments. Of this prefent 1 made my dinner

;

and it was the third fucceffive day that I had fubfifted entirely upon raw corn.

In the evening I arrived at a fmall village called Song, the furly inhabitants of

which would not receive me, nor fo much as permit me to enter the gate ; but as

lions were very numerous in this neighbourhood, and I had frequently, in the courfe

of the day, feen the impreflion of their feet on the road, I refolved to ftay in the

vicinity of the village. Having collected fome grafs for my horfe, I accordingly lay

down under a tree by the gate. About ten o'clock I heard the hollow roar of a

lion at no great diftancc, and attempted to open the gate ; but the people from within

told me, that no perfon muft attempt to enter the gate without the dooty's perniif-

fion. I begged them to inform the dooty that a lion was approaching the village,

and I hoped he would allow me to come within the gate. I waited for an anfwer to

this meffage with great anxiety ; for the lion kept prowling round the village, and
once advanced fo very near me, that I heard him ruftling among the grafs, and climbed

the tree for fafety. About midnight the dooty with fome of his people opened the

gate, and defired me to come in. They were convinced, they laid, that I was not a

Moor; for no Moor ever waited any time at the gate of a village, without curfing the

inhabitants.

Aug. 1 6th. About ten o'clock I pafled a confidcrable town, with a mofque,

called Jabbe. Here the country begins to rife into hills, and I could fee the fum-

mits of high mountains to the weftvvard. I had very difagreeable travelling all this

day, on account of the fwampinefs of the roads ; for the river was now rifen to fuch

a height, as to overflow great part of the flat land on both fides: and from the niud-

dinefs of the water, it was dillicult to difcern its depth. In crofling one of thefe

fwamps, a little to the weftvvard of a town called Gangu, my horfe being up to the

belly in water, flipt fuddcnly into a deep pit, and was almoit drowned before he

cou Id difengage his feet from the ftiff clay at the bottom. Indeed both the horfe

and his rider were io completely covered with mud, that in pafiiiig the village of Cal-

limana, the people compared us to two dirty elephant^;. About noon I (topped at a

fmall
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fmall village near Yamina, where I purchafed forae corn, and dried my papers and
clothes.

The town of Yamina, at a diftance, has a very fine appearance. It covers nearlv

the fame extent of ground as Sanfanding ; but having been plundered by Daify,

King of Kaarta, about four years ago, it has not yet refumed its former profperity

;

nearly one half of the town being nothing but a heap of ruins ; however, it is (till a

confiderable place, and is fo much frequented by the Moors, that I did not think it

fafe to lodge in it : but, in order to fatisfy myfelf refpeding its population and extent,

I refolved to ride through it ; in doing which, I obferved a great many Moors fitting

upon the Bentangs, and other places of public refort. Every body looked at me
with aflonifhment ; but as I rode brilkly along, they had no time to alk queflions.

I arrived in the evening at Farra, a walled village; where, without much difficulty,

I procured a lodging for the night.

Aug. 17th. Early in the morning I purfued my journey, and at eight o'clock

paffed a confiderable town called Balaba : after which the road quits the plain, and
ftretches along the fide of the hill. I pafled in the courfe of this day the ruins of
three towns ; the inhabitants of which were all carried away by Daify, King of
Kaarta, on the fame day that he took and plundered Yamina. Near one of thefe

ruins I climbed a tamarind tree, but found the fruit quite green and four; and the

profpeft of the country was by no means inviting ; for the high grafs and bufhes

feemed completely to obftruft the road, and the low lands were all fo flooded by
the river, that the Niger had the appearance of an extenfive lake. In the evening I

arrived at Kanika, where the dooty, who was fitting upon an elephant's hide at the

gate, received me kindly ; and gave me for fupper fome milk and meal ; which 1

confidered (as to a perfon in my fituation it really was) a very great luxury.

Aug. 1 8th. By miftake I took the wrong road, and did not difcover my error

until I had travelled near four miles ; when coming to an eminence, I obferved the

Niger confiderably to the left. Direfting my courfe towards it, I travelled through
long grafs and hulhes, with great difficulty, until two o'clock in the afternoon ; when
I came to a comparatively fmall, but very rapid river ; which I took at firfl: for a
creek, or one of the ftreams of the Niger. However, after I had examined it with

more attention, I was convinced that it was a diflindt river ; and as the road evidently

crofTed it (for I could fee the pathway on the oppofite fide), I fat down upon the

bank, in hopes that fome traveller might arrive, who would give me the neceflary

information concerning the fording place ; for the banks were fo covered with

reeds and bufhes, that it would have been almofl impoffible to land on the other
fide, except at the pathway ; which, on account of the rapidity of the flream, it

feemed very difficult to reach. No traveller, however, arriving, and there being a

great appearance of rain, I examined the grafs and buflies, for fome way up the bank,
and determined upon entering the river confiderably above the pathway, in order to

reach the other fide before the flream had fvvept me too far down. With this view I

faftened my clothes upon the faddle, and was ftanding up to the neck in water, pul-

ling my horfe by the bridle to make him follow me, when a man came accidentally

to the place, and feeing me in the water, called to me with great vehemence to come
out. The alligators, he faid, would devour both me and my horfe, if we at-

tempted to fwim over. When I had got out, the ftranger, who had 'never before

feen a European, feemed wonderfully furprifed. He twice put his hand to his

mouth, exclaiming in a low tone of voice, " God preferve me! who is this?" but

when he heard me fpeak the Bambarra tongue, and found that I was going the

lame
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fame way as himfelf, he promifed to aflifl: me in crofling the river ; the name of
which he told me was Frina. He then went a little way along the bank, and
called to fomc perfon, who anfwered from the other fide. In a Ihort time a canoe,

with two boys, came paddling from among the reeds : thcfc boys agreed for fifty

kowries, to tranfport me and my horfe over the river, which was eflefted without

much difficulty ; and I arrived in the evening at Taffara, a walled town ; and foon

difcovercd that the language of the natives was improved, from the corrupted dialed

of Banibarra, to the pure Mandingo.

CHAP. IV.

—

Inhofpitahle Reception at Taffara.— A Ne^ro Funeral at Sooha.— The
Author continues his Route through feveral Villages along the Banks of the Niger,

until he comes to Koolikorro. Supports himfelf by writing Saphies— reaches Ma-
raboo— lofes the Road; and after many Difficulties arrives at Bammakoo.— Takes the

Road for Sibidooloo—meets with great Kindncfs at a Village called Kooma

;

—is after-

wards robbed, firipped, and plundered by Banditti.— The Author's Refource and
Confolation under exquifite Difircfs.— He arrives in Safety at Sibidooloo.

ON my arrival at Taffara, I inquired for the dooty, but was informed that he had
died a few days before my arrival, and that there was, at that moment, a meeting of the

chief men for electing another ; there being ibme difpute about the fucceffion. It was
probably owing to this unfettled ftate of the town that I experienced fuch a want of
hofpitality in it ; for though I informed the inhabitants that I (hould only remain
with them for one night, and aflured them that Manfong had given me fome kowries

to pay for my lodging, yet no perfon invited me to come in ; and I was forced to fit

alone under the bentang tree, expofed to the rain and wind of a tornado, which
lafted with great violence until midnight. At this time the ftranger, who had afTifled

me in crolTing the river, paid me a vifit, and obferving that 1 had not found a lodging,

invited me to take part of his fuppcr, which he had brought to the door of his hut

:

for being a gucfl; himfelf, he could not, without his landlord's confent, invite me to

come in. After this, I flcpt upon fome wet grafs in the corner of a court. My horfe

fared ftill worfe than myfelf j the corn I had purchafed being all expended, and I could

not procure a fupply.

Aug. 20th. I pafled the town of Jaba, and flopped a few minutes at a village called

Somino, where I begged and obtained fome coarfc food, which the natives prepare from
the hufks of corn, and call Boo. About two o'clock I came to the village of Sooha,

and endeavoured to purchafe fome corn from the dooty, who was fitting by the gate;

but without fucccfs. I then rcqucfled a little food by way of ciiarity, but was told he

had none to fpare. Whilfl 1 was examining the countenance of this inhofpitable old

man, and endeavouring to find out the caufe of the fullen difcontent, which was vifible

in his eye, he called to a flave who was working in the corn-field at a little diflance,

and ordered him to bring his hoe along with him. The dooty then told him to dig

a hole in the ground
;

pointing to a fpot at no great diflance. The flave, with his

hoe, began to dig a pit in the earth ; and the dooty, who appeared to be a man of a

very fretful difpofition, kept muttering and talking to himfelf until the pit was almoft

fmifhed, when he repeatedly pronounced the words dankatoo (good for nothing) ;

jankra lemon (a real plague) ; which oxprcfTions I thought could be applied to nobody

but myfelf ; and as the pit had very much the appearance of a grave, I thought it pru-

dent to mount my horfe, and was about to decamp, when the flave, who had before
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gt)ne into the village, to my furprife, returned with the corpfe of a boy about nine*

or ten years of age, quite naked. The negro carried the body by a leg and an
arm, and threw it into the pit with a lavage indifference, which I had never before

feen. As he covered the body with earth, the dooty often expreffed himfelf

Tiaphula attitdata (money loft) ; whence I concluded that the boy had been one of his

flaves.

Departing from this fliocking fcene, I travelled by the fide of the river until funfct,

when I came to Koolikorro ; a confiderable town, and a great market for fait. Here
I took up my lodging at the houfe of a Bambarran, who had formerly been the flave

of a Moor, and in that character had travelled to Aoran, Towdinni, and many other

places in the Great Defert ; but turning Muffulman, and his mafler dying at Jenne, he

obtained his freedom, and fettled at this place, where he carries on a confiderable trade

in fait, cotton-cloth, he. His knowledge of the world has not Icffened that fuperflitious

confidence in faphies and charms, which he had imbibed in his earlier years; for when
he heard that I was a Chriflian, he immediately thought of procuring a faphie ; and for

this purpofe brought out his ivalha, or writing board ; affuring mc, that he would drefs

me a fupper of rice, if I would write him a faphie to protefl: him from wicked men.
The propofal was of too great confequence to me to be refufod ; I therefore wrote

the board full from top to bottom, on both fides; and my landlord, to be certain of

having the whole force of the charm, waflied the writing from the board into a cala-

bafli with a little water, and having faid a few prayers over it, drank this powerful

draught ; after which, left a fingle word fliould efcape, he licked the board until it was
quite dry. A faphie writer was a man of too great confequence to be long concealed :

the important information was carried to the dooty, who lent his fon with half a ftieet

of writing-paper, defiring me to write him a napbulafaphie (a charm to procure wealth).

He brought me, as a prefent, fome meal and miik ; and when I had finiftied the faphie,

and read it to him with an audible voice, he fecmed highly fatisfied with his bargain,

and promifed to bring me in the morning fome milk for my breakfaft. When I had
finiflied my fupper of rice and fait, I laid myfelf down upon a bullock's hide, and flept

very quietly until morning; this being the firft good meal and refreftiing flcep that I had
enjoyed for a long time.

Aug. 2 1 ft. At daybreak I departed from Koolikorro, and about noon paffed the

villages of Kayoo and Toolunibo. In the afternoon I arrived at Maraboo ; a large town,

and, like Koolikorro, famous for its trade in fait. I was conducted to the houfe of a

Kaartan, of the tribe of lower, by whom I was well received. This man had acquired

a confiderable property in the flave trade : and, from his hofpitality to ftrangers, was

called by way of pre-eminence, Jattec (the landlord) ; and his houfe was a fort of public

inn for all travellers. Thofe who had money were well lodged, for they always made
him fome return for his kindncfs ; but thofe who had nothing to give, were content to

accept whatever he thought proper ; and as I could not rank myfelf among the monied
men, I was happy to take up my lodging in the fame hut with feven poor fellows who
had come from Kancaba in a canoe. But our landlord fent us fome victuals.

Aug. 2 2d. One of the landlord's fervants went with me a little way from the

town to ftiew me what road to take ; but whether from ignorance or dofign I know
not, he direftcd me wrong ; and I did not difcover my miftake until the day was far ad-

vanced : when, coming to a deep creek, 1 had fome thoughts of turning back ; but as by
that means I forefaw that 1 could not pofllbly reach Bammakoo before night, I refolved

to crofs it ; and leading my horfe clofe to the brink, I went behind him, and puflied him
headlong into the water, and then taking the bridle in my teeth, fwam over to the

1

1
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other fide. This was the third creek I had croflTed in this manner fince I had left

Sego ; but having fecured my notes and memorandums in the crown of my hat, I

received little or no inconvenience from fuch adventures. The rain and heavy dewr

kept my clothes conftantly wet ; and the roads being very deep and full of mud, fuch

a wafliing was fometimes plcafant, and oftentimes neceflary. I continued travelling,

through high grafs, without any beaten road, and about noon came to the river ; the

banks of w hich are here very rocky, and the force and roar of the water were very
great. The King of Bambarra's canoes, however, frequently pafs thcfe rapids, by-

keeping clofe to the bank
;
pcrfons being ftationed on the Ihore with ropes failened

to the canoe, while others pufli it forward with long poles. At this time, however,
it would, I think, have been a matter of great difllculty for any European boat to have
croffed the ftream. About four o'clock in the afternoon, having altered my courfe

from the river towards the mountains, I came to a fmall pathway, which led to a vil.

lage called Frookaboo, where I flcpt.

Aug. 23d. Early in the morning I fet out for Bammakoo, at which place I arrived

about five o'clock in the afternoon. I had heard Bammakoo much talked of as a great

market fcr fait, and I felt rather difappointed to find it only a middling town, not quite

fo large as Marraboo ; however, the fmallncfs of its fize is more than compenfated by
the riches of its inhabitants ; for when the Moors bring their fait through Kaarta or

Bambarra, they conftantly reft a few days at this place; and the Negro merchants here,

who are well acquainted with the value of fait in difterent kingdoms, frequently pur-

chafe by wholefale, and retail it to great advantage. Here I lodged at the houfe of a

Sera-WooUi negro, and was vifited by a number of Moors. They fpoke very good
Mandingo, and were more civil to me than their countrymen had been. One of them
had travelled to Rio Grande, and fpoke very highly of the Chriftians. He fent me in

the evening fome boiled rice and milk. I now endeavoured to procure information

concerning my route to the weftward, from a Have-merchant who had refidcd fome
years on the Gambia. He gave me fome imperfetl account of the diftance, and enu-

merated the names of a great many places that lay in the way ; but withal told me that

the road was impaffable at this feafon of the year: he was even afraid, he faid, that I

fhould find great difliculty in proceeding any farther ; as the road crollcd the Joliba

at a town about half a day's journey to the weftward of Bammakoo; and there being

no canoes at that place large enough to receive my horfe, I could not pollibly get him
over for fome months to come. This was an obltrudion of a very ferlous nature ; but

as I had no money to maintain myfelf even for a few days, I rololved to pulh on, and

if I could not convey my horfe acrol's the river, to abandon him, and fwim over my-
felf. In thoughts of this nature I paftcd the night, and in the morning confultcd with

my landlord how I fliouid furmount the prefent difficulty. He informed me that one
road Piill remained, which was indeed very rocky, and fcarcely pafl'able for horfes ; but

that if 1 had a proper guide over the hills to a town called Sibidooloo, he had no
doubt, but with patience and caution, I might travel forwards tiuougli Manding. I

immediately applied to the dooty, and was informed that a Jilli Kea (fingiiig man) was
about to depart for Sibidooloo, and would ftiew me the road over the hills. With this

man, who undertook to be my condudor, I travelled up a rocky glen about two miles,

when we came to a fmall village ; and here my mufical fellow-traveller found out that

he had brought me the wrong road. He told me that the horfe-road lay on the other

fide of the hill, and throwing his drum upon his back, mounted up the rocks, where
indeed no horfe could follow him, leaving me to admire his agility, and trace out a

road for myfelf. As I found it impoilible to proceed, I rode back to the level ground,
5s s and
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and direfting my courfe to the eaftward, came about noon to another glen, and dif-

covered a path on which I obferved the marks of horfes' feet : following this path, I

came in a fhort time to fome fliepherds' huts, where I was informed that I was in the

right road, but that I could not polTibly reach Sibidooloo before night. Soon after

this I gained the fummit of a hill, from whence I had an extenfive view of thp country.

Towards the fouth-caft, appeared fome very diftant mountains, which I had formerly

feen from an eminence near Marraboo, where the people informed me, that thefe

mountains were fituated in a large and powerful kingdom called Kong ; the fovereign

of which could raife a much greater army than the King of Bambarra. Upon this

height the foil is (hallow ; the rocks are iron-flone and fchiilus, with detached pieces

of white quartz.

A little before funfct, I defcended on the north-weft fide of this ridge of hills, and
as I was looking about for a convenient tree under which to pafs the night (for I had
no hopes of reaching any town), I defcended into a delightful valley, and foon

afterwards arrived at a romantic village called Kooma. This village is furrounded

by a high wall, and is the fole property of a Mandingo merchant, who fled hither with

his family during a former war. The adjacent fields yield him plenty of corn, his

cattle roam at large in the valley, and the rocky hills fecure him from the depreda-

tions of war. In this obfcure retreat he is feldom vifited by flrangers, but whenever
this happens, he makes the weary traveller welcome. I foon found myfelf furrounded

by a circle of the harmlefs villagers. They aiked me a thouHmd queftions about my
country; and, in return for my information, brought corn and milk for myfelf, and
grafs for my horfe : kindled a fire in the hut where I was to fleep, and appeared very

anxious to ferve me.

Aug. 25th. I departed from Kooma, accompanied by two fhepherds, who were
going towards Sibidooloo. The road was very fteep and rocky, and as my horfe had
hurt his feet much in coming from Bammakoo, he travelled flovvly and with great

difficulty ; for in many places the afcent was fo fliarp, and the declivities fo great,

that if he had made one falfe ftep, he muft inevitably have been dafhed to pieces. The
fhepherds being anxious to proceed, gave themfelves little trouble about me or my
horfe, and kept walking on at a confiderable diflance. It was about eleven o'clock,

as I flopped to drink a little water at a rivulet (my companions being near a quarter

of a mile before me), that I heard fome people calling, to each other, and prefently

a loud fcreaming, as from a perfon in great dillrefs. 1 immediately conjectured that a
lion had taken one of the fhepherds, and mounted my horfe to have a better view of

what had happened. The noife, however, ceafed ; and I rode flowly towards the

place from whence I thought it had proceeded, calling out, but without receiving any
anfwer. In a little time, however, I perceived one of the fliepherds lying among
the long grafs near the road ; and though I could fee no blood upon him, I concluded

he was dead. But when I came clofe to him, he whifpcred me to flop ; telling me that

a par.ty of armed men had feized upon his companion, and fliot two arrows at himfelf

as he was making his efcape. 1 flopped to confidcr what courfe to take, and looking

round, faw at a little diflance a man fitting upon the flump of a tree ; I diflinguiflicd

alfo the heads of fix or feven more, fitting among the grafs with mufkets in their

hands. I had now no hopes of efcaping, and therefore determined to ride forward

towards them. As I approached them, 1 was in hopes they were elephant hunters

:

and by way of opening the convcrfation, inquired if they had fhot any thing ; but

without returning an anfwer, one of them ordered me to difmount ; and then, as if

recolleding himfelf, waved with his hand for me to proceed. I accordingly rode

3 paft.
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pafl:, and had with fome difficulty croffed a deep rivulet, when I heard fomebody
holloa ; and looking behind, faw thofe I had taken for elephant hunters, running

after me, and calling out to me to turn back. I flopped until they were all come
up ; when they informed me that the King of the Foulahs had lent them on purpofe

to bring me, my horfe, and every thing that belonged to me, to Fooladoo ; and
that therefore I mull turn back, and go along with them. Without hefitating a
moment, I turned round and followed them, and we travelled together near a

quarter of a mile, without exchanging a word ; when coming to a dark place of the

wood, one of them faid, in the Mandingo language, " this place will do ;" and
immediately fnatchcd my hat from my head. Though I was by no means free of

apprehenfion, yet I rcfolvcd to fliew as few figns of fear as polliblc, and therefore

told them, that unlefs my hat was returned to me, I (hould proceed no further. But
before I had time to receive an anfwer, another drew his knife, and feizing upon a

metal button which remained upon my waiftcoat, cut it oft", and put it into his

pocket. Their intentions were now obvious ; and 1 thought that the eaficr they were
permitted to rob me of every thing, the lefs I had to fear. I therefore allowed them
to fearch my pockets without refinance, and examine every part of my apparel,

which they did with the niofl: fcrupulous exaftnefs. But oblerving that I had one

waiftcoat under anothei*, they infifted that I fhould caft them both off; and at laft, to

make fure work, ftripped me quite naked. Even my half boots (though the fole of

one of them was tied on to my foot with a broken bridle rein) were minutely

infpe£lcd. Whilll they were examining the plunder, I begged them, with great

earneftnefs, to return my pocket compafs ; but when I pointed it out to them, as it

was lying on the ground, one of the banditti, thinking I was about to take it up,

cocked his mulket, and fwore that he would lay me dead on the fpot, if I prefumed to

put my hand upon it. After this, fome of them went away with my horfe, and the

remainder ftood confidering whether they fhould leave me quite naked, or allow me
fomething to flicker me from the fun. Humanity at laft prevailed: they returned

me the worft of the two fliirts, and a pair of trowfers ; and, as they went away, one of

them threw back my hat, in the crown of which I kept my memorandums ; and this

was probably the reafon they did not wiih to keep it. After they were gone, I fat for

fome time looking around me with amazement and terror. Whichever way I turned,

nothing appeared but danger and difiiculty. I faw myfelf in the midlt of a vaft

wildernefs in the depth of the rainy feafon, naked ai\d alone; furrounded by favage

animals, and men ftill more favage. I was five hundred miles from the nearcft

European fettlement. All thefe circumftances crowded at once on my recolledion

;

and I confcfs that my fpirits began to fail me. I confidered my fate as certain, and

that I had no alternative, but to lie down and perifh. The influence of religion,

however, aided and fupported me. I reflecled that no human prudence or forefight

could poflibly have averted my prefehtfufferings. I was indeed aftranger in a ftrange

land, yet I was ftill under the protefting eye of that Providence who has conde-

fccndcd to call himfelf the ftranger's friend. At this moment, painful as my reflec-

tions were, the extraordinary beauty of a fmall mofs, in frudilication, irrefiltibly

caught my eye. I mention this to fhew from what trifling circumftances the mind

will fometimes derive conlblation ; for though the whole plant was not larger than

the top of one of my fingei-s, I could not contemplate the delicate conformation of its

roots, leaves, and capfula, without admiration. Can that Being (thought I), who
planted, watered, and brought to perfetlion, in this obfcure part of the world, a thing

which appears of fo fmall importance, look with unconcern upon the fituation and

fulierings
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fufFerlngs of creatures formed after his own image?— furely not! Refle£l:ions like

thefe, would not allow me to defpair. I ftarted up, and difregarding both hunger

and fatigue, travelled forwards, aflured that relief was at hand; and I was not dif-'

appointed. In a (hort time I came to a fmall village, at the entrance of which I over-

took the two fliepherds who had come with me from Kooma. They were much fur-

prifed to fee me -, for they faid, they never doubted that the Foulahs, when they had

robbed, had murdered me. Departing from this village, we travelled over feveral

rocky ridges, and at funfet, arrived at Sibidooloo ; the frontier town of the kingdom.

of Manding.

CHAP, V.— Government of Manding.— The Author's Reception by the Man/a, or

chief Man of Sibidooloo, who takes Meafures for the Recovery of his Horfe and

Effeds.— The Author removes toWonda;—great Scarcity and its affliding Confe-

quences.— The Author recovers his Horfe and Clothes;— prefents his Horfe to the

Manfa ; and profecutes his Journey to Kamalia— So??ie Account of that Town.—
The Author s kind Reception by Karfa Taura, a Slatee, who propofes to go to the Gambia

in the next dry Seafon, with a Caravan of Slaves.— The Author's Sicknefs, and

Determination to remain and accompany Karfa.

THE town of Sibidooloo is fituated in a fertile valley, furrounded with high rocky

hills. It is fcarceiy acceffible for horfes, and during the frequent wars between the

Bambarrans, Foulahs, and Mandingoes, has never once been plundered by an

enemy. When I entered the town, the people gathered round me, and followed me
into the baloon ; where I was prefented to the dooty or chief man, who is here

called manfa, which ufually fignifies king. Neverthelefs, it appeared to me that the

government of Manding was a fort of republic, or rather an oligarchy ; every town

having a particular Manfa, and the chief power of the ftate, in the laft refort, being

lodged in the alTembly of the whole body. I related to the manfa the circumftances

of my having been robbed of my horfe and apparel : and my ftory was confirmed

by the two (hepherds. He continued fmoking his pipe all the time I was fpeaking

;

but I had no fooner finifhed, than taking his pipe from his mouth, and tofling up

the fleeve of his coat with an indignant air, " fit down ( faid he), you (hall have every

" thing reftored to you; I have fworn if."— and then turning to an attendant,

*' give the white man (faid he) a draught of water ; and with the firrt: light of the

" morning go over the hills, and inform the dooty of Bammakoo, that a poor white

*' man, the King of Bambarra's ftranger, has been robbed by the King of Fooladoo's

*' people."

I little expe£lcd, in my forlorn condition, to meet with a man who could thus feel

for my fufferings. I heartily thanked the manfa for his kindnefs, and accepted his

i:ivitation to remain with him until the return of the meffenger. I was conduced

into a hut, and had fome viftuals fent me, but the crowd of people which aflembled

to fee me, all of whoin commiferated my misfortunes, and vented imprecations againft

the Foulahs, prevented me from fleeping until paft midnight. Two days I remained

without hearing any intelligence of my horfe or clothes ; and as there was at this

time a great fcarcity of provifions, approaching even to famine, all over this part

of the country, I was unwilling to trepafs any farther on the manfa's generofity, and

begged permiffion to depart to the next village. Finding me very anxious to proceed,

he told me that I might go as far as a town called Wonda, where he hoped I would

remain a few days, until I heard fome account of ray horfe, &c,

I departed
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1 departed accordingly on the next morning of the 28th, and (lopped at fome fmall

villages for refrefliment. I was prefented at one of them with a difh which I had
never before fcen. It was compofed of the bloflbms or anthera of the maize,
ftewed in milk and water. It is eaten only in time of great fcarcity. On the 30th,
about noon, I arrived at Wonda ; a fmall town with a niofque, and furrounded by a
high wall. The manfa, who was a Mahomedan, aded in two capacities : as chief
magiftrate of the town, and fchoolmafler to the children. He kept his fchool in an
open {hedj where I was defired to take up my lodging, until fome account fliould

arrive from Sibidooloo, concerning my horfe and clothes ; for though the horfe was
of little ufe to me, yet the few clothes were eflential. The little raiment upon me
could neither proteft me from the fun by day, nor the dews and mufquetoes by night

:

indeed, my fnirt was not only worn thin, like a piece of muflin, but withal was fo

very dirty, that I was happy to embrace an opportunity of wafhing it; which having
done, and Ipread it upon a bufli, I fat down naked, in the fliade, until it was dry.

Ever fmce the commencement of the rainy feafon, my health had been greatly

on the decline. I had often been aflcfted witli flight paroxyfms of fever ; and from
the time of leaving Bammakoo, the fymptoms had confiderably increafed. As I

was fitting in the manner defcribcd, the fever returned with fuch violence, that it

very much alarmed me ; the more fo, as I had no medicine to flop its progrefs,

nor any hope of obtaining that care and attention which my fituation required.

I remained at Wonda nine days ; during which time I experienced the regular

return of the fever every day. And though I endeavoured as much as pofTiblc to

conceal my diflrefs from my landlord, and frequently lay down the whole day, out

of his fight, in a corn field ; confcious how burthenfome I was to him and his

family, in a time of fuch great fcarcity
;

yet I found that he was apprized of my
fituation : and one morning as I feigned to be afleep by the fire, he obfervcd to his

wife, that they were likely to find me a very troublefome and chargeable guefl; for

that, in my prefent fickly ftate, they fliould be obliged, for the fake of their good name,

to maintain me until I recovered or died.

The fcarcity of provifions was certainly felt at this lime mod feverely by the poor

people, as the following circumflancc moil painfully convinced me. Every evening,

during my flay, I obferved five or fix women come to the manfa's houfe, and receive

each of them a certain quantity of corn. As I knew how valuable this article was at this

juncture, I inquired of the manfa, whether he maintained thcfc poor women from pure

bounty, or expeded a return when the harvefl fhould be gathered in. " Obferve that

*' boy, faid he (pointing to a fine child about five years of age) ;
" his mother has

" fold him to me, for forty days' provifion for herfelf and the red of her family. I

** have bought another boy in the fame manner." Good God, thought I, what

niufl a mother fufl'er, before fhe fells her own child ! I could not get this melancholy

fubjcdl out of my mind, and the next night, when the women returned for their

allowance, 1 defired the boy to point out to me his mother, which he did. She was

much emaciated, but had nothing cruel or favage in her countenance ; and when flie

had received her corn, flie came and talked to her fon, with as much cheerfulnefs as

if he had flill been under her care.

Sept. 6th. Tw'o people arrived from Sibidooloo, bringing with them my horfe and

clothes ; but I found tiiat my pocket compafs was broken to pieces. This was a great

lofs, which I could not repair.

Sept. 7th. As my horfe was grazing near the brink of a well, the ground gave

way, and he fell in. The well was about ten feet diameter, and fo very deep,

that



^66 PAUK's TttAVELS IN AFRICA.

that when I faw my horfe fnortiriEj in the water, I thought it was Impoflible to fave

him. The inhabitants of the village, however, immediately aflembled, and having

tied together a number of withes * they lowered a man down into the well, who
faftened thofe withes round the body of the horfe; and the people, having firft

drawn up the man, took hold of the withes, and to my furprife pulled the horfe out

with the greateft facility. The poor animal was now reduced to a mere fkeleton,

and the roads were fcarcely paflTable, being either very rocky, or elfe full of mud
and water ; I therefore found it impracticable to travel with him any farther, and

was happy to leave him in the hands of one who I thought would take care of

him. I accordingly prefented him to my landlord ; and defired him to fend my
faddle and bridle, as a prefent, to the manfa of Sibidooloo ; being the only return

I could make him, for having taken fo much trouble in procuring my horfe and

clothes.

I now thought it neceflary, fick as I was, to take leave of my hofpitable landlord. On
the morning of Sept. 8th, when I was about to depart, he prefented me with his fpear,

as a token of remembrance, and a leather bag to contain my clothes. Having con-

verted my half boots into fandals, I travelled with more eafe, and flept that night at

a village called Ballanti. On the gth, I reached Nemacoo ; but the manfa of the

village thought fit to make me fup upon the camelion's difli. By way of apology,

however, he affured me the next morning, that the fcarcity of corn was fuch, that he

could not poflibly allow me any. I could not accufe him of unkindnefs, as all the

people adually appeared to be ffarving.

Sept. loth. It rained hard all day, and the people kept themfelves ia their huts.

In the afternoon I was vifited by a Negro, named Modi Lemina Taura, a great trader,

vho fufpefting my diltrefs, brought me fome viftuals ; and promifed to conduft me
to his houfe at Kinyeto the day following.

Sept. nth. I departed from Nemacoo, and arrived at Kinyeto in the evening;

but having hurt my ancle in the way, it fwelled and inflamed fo much that I could

neither walk nor fet my foot to the ground the next day, without giving pain.

My landlord obferving this, kindly invited me to flop with him a few days ; and

I accoi-dingly remained at his houfe until the 14th; by which time I felt much
relieved, and could walk with the help of a ftaff. I now fet out, thanking my land-

lord for his great care and attention ; and being accompanied by a young man, who
was travelling the fame way, I proceeded for Jerijang, a beautiful and well cul-

tivated diftrid, the manfa of which is reckoned the mofl powerful chief of any in

Manding.
On the 15th, I reached Dofita, a large town, where I (laid one day on account of

the rain ; but continued very fickly, and was flightly delirious in the night. On the

17th I fet out for Manfia, a confidcrable town, where fmall quantities of gold are

coUe£led. The road led over a high rocky hill, and my flrcngth and fpirits were fo

much exhauftcd, that before I could reach the top of the hill I was forced to lie down
three times, being very faint and fickly. I reached Manfia in the afternoon. The
manfa of this town had the chara£ter of being very inhofpitable ; he however fent me a

little corn for my fuppcr, but demanded foincthing in return ; and when I affured

him that I had nothing of value in my poffeffion, he told me (as if in jeft), that my
white Ikin fhould not defend me, if I told him lies. He then fhewed me the hut

wherein I was to flecp ; but took away my fpear, faying that it fliould be returned

• From a plant called iaita, that climbs like a vine upon the trees.

to
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to me in the morning. This trifling circumftance, when joined to the charafter I

had heard of the man, made me rather fufpicious of him ; and I privately defired one

of the inhabitants of the place, who had a bow and quiver, to fleep in the fame hut with

me. About midnight, I heard fomebody approach the door, and obferving the moon-
light ftrike fuddenly into the hut, I ftarted up, and faw a man ftepping ca'utioufly over

the threfhold. I immediately fnatched up the Negro's bow and quiver, the rattling

•of which made the man withdraw ; and my companion looking out, adured me that

it was the manfa himfelf, and advifed me to keep awake until the morning. I clofed

the door, and placed a large piece of wood behind it ; and was wondering at this

unexpefted vifit, when fomebody prefled fo hard againfl the door, that the Negro
could fcarccly keep it fhut. But when I called to him to open the door, the intruder

ran off, as before.

Sept. 1 6th. As foon as it was light, the Negro, at my requeft, went to the manfa's

houfe and brought away my fpear. He told me that the manfa was afleep, and left

this inhofpitable chief fhould devife means to detain me, he advifed me to fet out before

he was awake, which I immediately did ; and about two o'clock reached Kamalia, a

fmall town, fituated at the bottom of fome rocky hills, where the inhabitants colledt

gold in confiderable quantities. The bufhreens here live apart from the kafirs, and have
built their huts in a fcattered manner, at a Ihort diftance from the town. They have a

place fet apart for performing their devotions in, to which they give the name of miJJ'ura,

or mofque ; but it is in fad nothing more than a fquare piece of ground made level, and
furrounded with the trunks of trees, having a fmall projedlion towards the eaft, where
the marraboo, or pried, ftands when he calls the people to prayers. Mofques of this

conftrudion are very common among the converted Negroes ; but having neither walls

nor roof, they can only be ufed in fine weather. When it rains, the bufhreens perform
their devotions in their huts.

On my arrival at Kamalia, I was condufted to the houfe of a buflireen named
Karfu Taura, the brother of him to vvhofe hofpitality I was indebted at Kinyeto. He
was colleding a coftle of (laves, with a view to fell them to the Europeans on the

Gambia as foon as the rains fhould be over. I found him fitting in his baloon furrounded

by feveral flatees, who propofcd to join the coffle. He was reading to them from an
Arabic book ; and inquired, with a fmile, if I underftood it ? Being anfwered in the

negative, he defired one of the flatees to fetch the little curious book, which had been
brought from the weft country. On opening this fmall volume, I was furprifed and
delighted, to find it our Book of Common Prayer ; and Karfa expreifed great joy to

hear that I could read it ; for fome of the flatees who had feen the Europeans upon
the coafl, obferving the colour of my fkin (which was now become very yellow from
fickncis), my long beard, ragged clothes, and extreme poverty ; were unwilling to

admit that 1 was a white man, and told Karfa, that they fufpedted I was fome Arab
in difguife. Karfa, however, perceiving that I could read this book, had no doubt
concerning me ; and kindly promifcd me every afliftance in his power. At the fame
time he informed me that it was impoflible to crofs the Jallonka wildernefs for many
months yet to come, as no lefs than eight rapid rivers, he faid, lay in the way. He
added, that he intended to fet out hinilcif for Gambia as foon as the rivers were ford-

able, and the grafs burnt ; and advifed me to flay and accompany him. He remarked,

that when a caravan of the natives could not travel through the country, it was idle

for a fingle white man to attempt it. I readily admitted that fuch an attempt was

an aft of rafhnefs, but 1 afTurcd him that I had now no alternative ; for having no
money to fupport myfelf, I muft either beg my fubfiftence, by travelling from place to

VOL. XVI. 5 T place.
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place, or perifh for want. Karfa now looked at me with great earneflnefs, and inquired

if I could eat the common victuals of the country ; alTuring me he had never before

feen a white man. He added, that if I would remain with him until the rains were

over, he would give me plenty of \aduals in the meantime, and a hut to fleep in ;

and that after he had conduced me in fafety to the Gambia, I might then make him
what return I thought proper. I alked him if the value of one prime flave would

fatisfy him. He anfwered in the affirmative ; and immediately ordered one of the

huts to be fwept for my accommodation. Thus was I delivered, by the friendly care

of this benevolent Negro,ifrom a fituation truly deplorable. Diftrefs and famine

preffed hard upon me ; I had, before me, the gloomy wilds of Jallonkadoo, where the

traveller fees no habitation for five fucceflive days. I had obferved at a diftance, the

rapid courfe of the river Kokoro. I had almoft marked out the place where I was

doomed, I thought, to perifh, when this friendly Negro flretched out his hofpitable

hand for my relief.

In the hut which was appropriated for me, I was provided with a mat to fleep on,

an earthen jar for holding water, and a fmall calabafh to drink out of ; and Karfa

fent me from his own dwelling, two meals a day ; and ordered his flaves to fupply me
with fire-wood and water. But I found that neither the kindnefs of Karfa, nor any

fort of accommodation could put a ftop to the fever which weakened me, and which

became every day more alarming. I endeavoured as much as poffible to conceal my
diftrefs ; but on the third day after my arrival, as I was going with Karfa to vifit

fome of his friends, I found myfelf fo faint that I could fcarcely walk, and before we
reached the place, I ftaggered, and fell into a pit from which the clay had been

taken to build one of the huts. Karfa endeavoured to confole me with the hopes

of a fpeedy recovery ; affurlng me, that If I would not walk out in the wet, I fhould

foon be well. I determined to follow his advice, and confine myfelf to my hut

;

but was ftlll tormented with the fever, and my health continued to be In a very pre-

carious ftate for five enfuing v/eeks. Sometimes I could crawl out of the hut, and

fit a few hours In the open air ; at other times I was unable to rife, and pafTed the

lingering hours in a very gloomy and foiltary manner. I was feldom vlfited by

any perfon except my benevolent landlord, who came dally to Inquire after my
health. When the rains became lefs frequent, and the country began to grow dry,

the fever left me; but In fo debilitated a condition, that I could fcarcely Hand
upright, and it was with great difficulty that I could carry my mat to the fhade of

a tamarind tree, at a fhort diftance, to enjoy the refreffiing fmell of the corn-fields,

and delight my eyes with a profpecl of the country. I had the pleafure, at length,

to find myfelf In a ftate of convalefcence : towards which the benevolent and

fimple manners of the Negroes, and the perufal of Karfa's little volume, greatly

contributed.

In the mean time, many of the flatees who refided at Kamalla, having fpent all

their money, and become In a great meafure dependent upon Karfa's hofpitallty,

beheld me with an eye of envy, and Invented many ridiculous and trifling ftorics

to lefTen me in Karfa's efteem. And in the beginning of December, a Sera-WoollI

flatce, with five flaves, arrived from Sego : this man too, fpread a number of malicious

reports concerning me ; but Karfa paid no attention to them, and continued to fliew

me the fame kindnefs as formerly. As I was one day converfing with the flaves

which this flatee had brought, one of them begged me to give him fome viftuals. I

told him I was a ftranger, and had none to give. He replied, " I gave you vlftuals

when you was hungry. —Have you forgot the man who brought you milk at Kar-

1

3

rankalla ?
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rankalla ? But fadded he, with a figh) the irons were not then upon my legs /" I

immediately recolle£led him, and begged fome ground nuts from Karfa to give him, as

a return for his former kindnefs. He told me that he had been taken by the Bambarrans,

the day after the battle at Joka, and fent to Sego, where he had been purchafed by his

prefent mafter, who was carrying him down to Kajaaga. Three more of thefe flaves

were from Kaarta, and one from Waffela, all of them prifoners of war. They flopped

four days at Kanialia, and were then taken to Bala, where they remained until the river

Kokoro was fordable, and the grafs burnt.

In the beginning of December Karfa propofed to complete his purchafe of flaves ;

and for this purpofe collefted all the debts which were owing to him in his own
country. And on the 19th, being accompanied by three flatees, he departed for

Kancaba, a large town on the banks of the Niger ; and a great flave-market. Moft of

the flaves, who are fold at Kancaba, come from Bambarra ; for Manfong, to avoid the

expence and danger of keeping all his prifoners at Sego, commonly fends them iQ

fmall parties to be fold at the diflerent trading towns ; and as Kancaba is much
reforted to by merchants, it is always well fupplied with flaves which are fent thither

up the Niger in canoes. When Karfa departed from Kamalia, he propofed to return

in the courfe of a month ; and during his abfencc I was left to the care of a good old

buflireen who a£ted as fchoolmafter to the young people of Kamalia.

Being now left alone, and at leifure to indulge my own refledlions, it was an

opportunity not to be negledted of augmenting and extending the obfervations I had

already made on the climate and produftions of the country ; and of acquiring a

more perfed knowledge of the natives, than it was pofllble for me to obtain in the

courfe of a tranfient and perilous journey through the country. I endeavoured like-

wife to colled all the information I could concerning thofe important branches of

African commerce, the trade for gold, ivory, and flaves. Such was my employment,

during the remainder of my ftay at Kamalia ; and I fliall now proceed to lay before my
readers the refult of my refearches and inquiries ; avoiding, as far as I can, a repetition

of thofe circumftanccs and obfervations, which were related, as occafion arofe, in the

narrative of my journey.

CHAP. VI. — Of the Climate and Seafons.— Winds.— Vegetable Prodtt^ions.—
population.— General Obfervations on the Charader and Difpofition of the Mandin-

goes ; and a fummary Account of their Manners and Habits of Life, their Mar-
riages, iffc.

THE whole of ray route, both in going and returning, having been confined to

a tradb of country bounded nearly by the 12th and 15th parallels of latitude, the reader

muft imagine that I found the climate in mofl: places extremely hot ; but no where

did I feel the heat fo intenfe and opprefllve as in the camp at Benowm, of which

mention has been made in a former place*. In fome parts, where the country afcends

into hills, the air is at all times comparatively cool ;
yet none of the diftrids which

I travcrfed, could properly be called mountainous. About the middle of June, the

hot and fultry atmofphcre is agitated by violent gufls of wind (called tornadoes'), ac-

companied with thunder and rain. Thefe uflicr in what is denominated the rainy

feafon ; which continues until the month of November. During this time the diunial'

rains are very heavy: and the prevailing winds are from the fouth-wefl:. The termination

of the rainy feafon, is iikewile attended with violent tornadoes ; alter which the wind

* Not infcrtedin tliiscxtraA.— Edit.
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fhifts to the north-eaft, and continues to blow from that quarter, during the re(t of

the year.

When the wind fets in from the north-eafl: it produces a wonderful change in the

face of the country. The grafs foon becomes dry and withered ; the rivers fubfide

very rapidly, and many of the trees fhed their leaves. About this period is commonly

felt the harmattan, a dry and parching wind, blowing from the north-eafl:, and ac-

companied by a thick fmoky haze; through which the fun appears of a dull red colour.

This wind, in pafling over the great defert of Sahara, acquires a very ftrong attraftion

for humidity, and parches up every thing expofed to its current. It is, however,

reckoned very falutary, particularly to Europeans, who generally recover their health

during its continuance. I experienced immediate relief from ficknefs, both at Dr.

Laidley's and at Kamalia, during the harmattan. Indeed, the air, during the rainy

feafon, is fo loaded with moifture, that clothes, fhoes, trunks, and every thing that is

not clofe to the fire, become damp and mouldy ; and the inhabitants may be faid to

live in a fort of vapour bath ; but this dry wind braces up the folids, which were

before relaxed, gives a cheerful flow of fpirits, and is even pleafant to refpiration. Its

ill effects are, that it produces chaps in the lips, and afHifts many of the natives with

fore eyes.

Whenever the grafs is fufliciently dry, the Negroes fet it on fire ; but in Luda-

mar, and other Moorifh countries, this practice is not allowed ; for it is upon the

withered flubble that the Moors feed their cattle, until the return of the rains. The
burning the grafs in Manding exhibits a fcene of terrific grandeur. In the middle of

the night, I could fee the plains and mountains, as far as my eye could reach,

varigated with lines of fire ; and the light rcfleded on the fky, made the heavens

appear in ablaze. In the day time, pillars of fmoke were feen in every direftion;

while the birds of prey were obferved hovering round the conflagration, and pouncing

down upon the fnakes, lizards,, and other reptiles, which attempted to efcape from

the flames. This annual burning is foon followed by a frefh and fweet verdure, and

the country is thereby rendered more healthful and pleafant.

Of the moll remarkable and important of the vegetable produftions, mention has

already been made ; and they are nearly the fame in all the diflridts through which

I paffed. It is obfervable, however, that although many fpecies of the edible roots

which grow in the Weft India iflands, arc found in Africa, yet I never faw, in any

part of my journey, either the fugar-cane, the coffee or the cocoa tree; nor could I

learn, on inquiry, that they were known to the natives. The pine apple, and the

thoufand other delicious fruits, which the induftry of civilized man ^improving the

bounties of nature \ has brought to fuch great perfection in the tropical climates of

America, are here equally unknown. I obferved, indeed, a few orange and banana

trees near the mouth of the Gambia ; but whether they were indigenous, or were

formerly planted there by fome of the white traders, I could not pofitively learn. I

fufpeft that they were originally introduced by the Portuguefe.

Concerning property in the foil ; it appeared to me that the lands in native woods

were confidered as belonging to the King, or (where the government was not monar-

chial) to the flate. When any individual of free condition, had the mcany of culti-

vating more land than he actually polfelfed, he applied to the chief man of the diftri^t,

who allowed him an extenfion of territory, on condition of forfeiture if the lands

were not brought into cultivation by a given period. The condition being fulfilled,

the foil became vefted in the poiTeffor ; and for aught that appeared to me, defcended

to his heirs.

The
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The population, however, confidcring the extent and fertility of the foil, and the

eafe with which lands are obtained, i;^ not very groat, in the countries which 1 vifited.

I found many extenfive and beautiful diltrids, entirely deftitute of inhabitants: and in

general, the borders of the dift'erent kingdoms were either very thinly peopled or en-

tirely deferred. Many places are likewife unfavourable to population, from being un-

healthful. The fwanipy banks of the Gambia, the Senegal, and other rivers towards

the coafi:, are of this defcription. Perhaps it is on this account chiefly that the interior

countries abound more with inhabitunts than the maritime diftrids ; for all the Negro
nations that fell under my obfervation, though divided into a number of petty in-

dependent ftates, fubfifl: chiefly by the fame means, live nearly in the fame tempera-

ture, and poffefs a wonderful fimilarity of difpofition. The Mandingoes, in particular,

are a very gentle race ; cheerful in,their difpofitions, inquifitive, credulous, fimple,

and fond of flattery. Perhaps the niofl: prominent defeft in their character, was that

infurmountable propenfity, which the reader mufl have obferved to prevail in all

clafles of them, to Iteal from me the few effects I was pofl'efled of. For this part

of their conduct no complete juftification can be offered, becaufe theft is a crime in

their own ellimaiion ; and it muft be obferved, that they are fiot habitually and gene-

rally guilty of it towards each other. This, however, is an important circumftance in

mitigation ; and before we pronounce them a more depraved people than any other,

it were well to confider whether the lower order of people in any part of Europe,

would have a£ted, under fimilar circumftances, with greater honefty towards a

ftranger, than the Negroes adted towards me. It muft not be forgotten, that the

laws of the country afforded me no protection ; that every one was at liberty to rob

me with impunity; and finally, that fome part of my efFefts were of as great value,

in the ellimation of the negroes, as pearls and diamonds would have been in the eyes

of a European. Let us fuppofe a black merchant of Hindoftan to have found his way
into the centre of England, with a box of jewels at his back ; and that the laws of the

kingdom afforded him no fecurity ; in fuch a cafe, the wonder would be, not that the

ftranger was robbed of any part of his riches, but that any part was left for a fecond

depredator. Such, on fobcr reflection, is the judgment I have formed concerning the

pilfering difpofition of the Mandingo Negroes towards myfelf. Notwithflanding 1 was

\o great a l^uft'erer by it, I do not confider that their natural fcnfe of juftice was per-

verted or extinguifhed : it was overpowered only, for the moment, by the flrength of

a temptation which it required no common virtue to refift.

On the other hand, as fome counterbalance to this depravity in their nature, allow-

ing it to be fuch, it is impoflible forme to forget the difinterefted charity, and tender

folicitude, with which many of thefe poor heathens (from the fovereign of Sego, to

the poor women who received me at different times into their cottages when I was

perifhing of hunger) fympathifed with me in my fufferings ; relieved my diflireffes

;

and contributed 10 my fafcty. This acknowledgment, however, is perhaps more par-

ticularly due to the female part of the nation. Among the men, as the reader

mud have feen, my reception, though generally kind, was fometimes otherwife. It

varied according to the various tempers of thofe to whom I made application. The
hardncfs of avarice in fome, and the blindnefs of bigotry in others, had clofed up the

avenues to compaflion ; but I do not recolleft a fingle inflance of hardheartednefs

towards nic in the women. In all my wanderings and wretcliednefs, I found them
uniformly kind and compaffionate ; and I can truly fay as my predoceflor Mr. Lcd-

yard, has eloquently faid before me ;
" To a woman, I never addrelVed myfelf in the

" language of decency and friendfhip, without receiving a decent and friendly anfwer.

" If
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*' If I was hungry or thirfty, wet or fick, they did not hefitate, like the men, to per-
*' form a generous aftion. In fo free and fo kind a manner did they contribute to
*f my relief; that if I was dry, I drank the fweetefl draught, and if hungry, I eat the
" coarlefl morfel with a double rclifli."

It is furely reafonable to fuppofe, that the foft and amiable fympathy of nature,

which was thus fpontaneoufly manifefted towards me in my diftrefs, is difplayed by

thefe poor people as occafion requires, much more ftrongly towards perfons of their

own nation and neighbourhood, and cfpecially when the objects of their compaffion are

endeared to them by the ties of confanguinity. Accordingly, the maternal affedion

(neither fupprefled by the reftraints, nor diverted by the folicitudes of civilized life) is

every where confpicuous among them ; and creates a correfpondent return of tender-

nefs in the child. An illuftration of this has been given ;
" Strike me," faid my at-

tendant, "but do notcurfe my mother." The fame fentiment I found univerfally to

prevail, and obferved in all parts of Africa, that the greateft affront which could be

offered to a Negro, was to refleft on her who gave him birth.

It is not flrange, that this fenfe of filial duty and afFeftion among the Negroes,

{hould be lefs ardent to.wards the father than the mother. The fyflem of poligamy,

while It weakens the father's attachment, by dividing it among the children of different

wives, concentrates all the mother's jealous tendernefs to one point, the proteftion of

her own offspring. I perceived with great fatisfadion too, that the maternal folicitude

extended not only to the growth and fecurity of the perfon, but alfo, in a certain

degree, to the improvement of the mind of the infant ; for one of the firfl leffons in

which the Mandingo women inftruct their children, is the praflice of truth. In

the cafe of an unhappy mother, whofe fon was murdered by Moorifh banditti, at

Funingkedy, her only confolation in her uttermoll diflrefs was the refledion that the

poor boy, in the courfe of his blamelefs life, had never told a lie. Such teftimony

from a fond mother, on fuch an occafion, mufl' have operated powerfully on the

youthful part of the furrounding fpedators. It was at once a tribute of praife to the

deceafed, and a lefTon to the living.

The Negro women fuckle their children until they are able to walk of themfelves.

Three years nurfmg is not uncommon ; and during this period the hufband devotes

his whole attention to his other wives. To this pradice it is owing, I prefume, that

the family of each wife is feldom very numerous. Few women have more than five

or fix children. As foon as an infant is able to walk, it is permitted to run about

with great freedom. The mother is not over folicitous to preferve it from flight falls,

and other trifling accidents. A little praftice foon enables the child to take care of

itfelf, and experience a£ts the part of a nurfe. As they advance in life, the girls are

taught to fpin cotton, and to beat corn, and are inflruded in other domeflic duties ;

and the boys are employed in the labours of the field. Both fexes, whether bufh-

reens or kafirs, on attaining the age of puberty are circumcifed. This painful opera-

tion is not confidered by the kafirs fo much in the? light of a religious ceremony as a

matter of convenience and utility. They have, indeed, a fuperftitious notion that it

contributes to render the marriage ftate proHfic. The operation is performed upon
feveral young people at the fame time ; all of whom are exempted from every fort of

labour for two months afterwards. During this period, they form a fociety called

Soliviana. They vifit the towns and villages in the neighbourhood, where they

dance and fing, and are well treated by the inhabitants. I had frequently, in the

courfe of my journey, obferved parties of this defcription, but they were all males.

I had, however, an opportunity of feeing a female Soliinana at Kamalia.

Ill

I
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In the courfe of the celebration, it frequently happens that fome of the young
women get married. If a man takes a fancy to any one of them, it is not confi-

dered as abfolutely neceflary, that he fliould make an overture to the girl herfelf.

The firfl: objeft is to agree with the parents, concerning the recompence to be given

them, for the lofs of the company and fervices of their daughter. The value of

two flavcs is a common price, unlefs the girl is thought very handfome ; in which
cafe, the parents will raife their demand very confidcrably. If the lover is rich

enough, and willing to give the fum demanded, he then communicates his wifhes to

the damfel j but her confent is by no means neceflary to the match ; for if the parents

agree to it, and eat a few kolla-nuts, which are prefented by the fuitor as an earneft of
the bargain, the young lady mufl cither have the man of their choice, or continue

unmarried, for fhe cannot afterwards be given to another. If the parents fhould

attempt it, the lover is then authorized, by the laws of the country, to feize upon
the girl as his flave. When the day for celebrating the nuptials is fixed on, a feleft

number of people are invited to be prefent at the wedding j a bullock or goat is

killed, and great plenty of vidluals drefled for the occafion. As foon as it is dark,

the bride is conduced into a hut, where a company of matrons aflift in arranging

the wedding drcfs, which is always white cotton, and is put on in fuch a manner as

to conceal the bride from head to foot. Thus arrayed, fhe is feated upon a mat, ia

the middle of the floor, and the old women place themfelves in a circle round her.

They then give her a feries of inflruftions, and point out, with great propriety,

what ought to be her future conduft in life. This fcene of inftrudion, however, is

frequently interrupted by girls, who amufe the company with fongs and dances, which
are rather more remarkable for their gaiety than delicacy. While the bride remains

within the hut with the women, the bridegroom devotes his attention to the guefts of

both fexes, who aflemble without doors, and by diftributing among them fmall pre-

fents of kolla-nuts, and feeing that every one partakes of the good cheer which is

provided, he contributes much to the general hilarity of the evening. When fupper

is ended, the company fpcnd the remainder of the night in finging and dancing,

and feldom feparatc until day-break. About midnight the bride is privately con-

duced by the women into the hut which is to be her future refidence ; and the

bridegroom, upon a fignal given, retires from his company. The new married

couple, however, are always difturbed towards morning by the women, who affemble

to infpedt the nuptial fheet (according to the manners of the ancient Hebrews, as re-

corded in fcripturc), and dance round it. This ceremony is thought indifpenfably

neceflary, nor is the marriage confidcrcd as valid without it.

The Negroes, as hath been frequently obferved, whether Maliomcdan or Pagan,

allow a plurality of wives. The Mahomedans alone, are by their religion confined to

four ; and as the huiband commonly pays a great price for each, he requires from all

of them the utmofl deference and fubmiflion, and treats them more like hired fer«

vants than companions. They have, however, the management of domeftic afl'airs, and
each in rotation is miftrefs of the houfehold, and has the cai'e of drefling the victuals,

overlooking the female flaves, &c. But though the African hufbands are pofleflTed of

great authority over their wives, I did not obfcrvc, that in general they treat them
with cruelty; neither did I perceive that mean jcaloufy in their difpofitions, which is

fo prevalent among the Moors. They permit their wives to partake of all public

diverfions, and this indulgence is feldom abufed ; for though the Negro women arc

very cheerful and frank in their behaviour, they are by no means given to intrigue :

I believe that inftances of conjugal infidelity are not common. When the wives quar-

rel
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rel among themfelves, a circumftance which from the nature of their fituatton, mufi

frequently happen, the hufband decides between them ; and fometimes finds it ne-

ceflary to adminifter a httle corporal chaftifement, before tranquillity can be reftored.

But if any one of the ladies complains to the chief of the town, that her hufband has

unjuflly puniflied her, and {hewn an undue partiality to fome other of his wives, the

affair is brought to a public trial. In thefe palavers, however, which are condufted

chiefly by married men, I was informed that the complaint of the wife, is not al-

ways confidered in a very ferious light ; and the complainant herfelf is fometimes

convifled" of flrife and contention, and left without remedy. If flie murmurs a

the decifion of the court, the magic rod of Mumbo Jumbo foon puts an end to the

bufmefs.

The children of the Mandingoes are not always named after their relations ; but

frequently in confequence of fome remarkable occurrence. Thus, my landlord at

Kamalia, was called Karfa, a word fignifying to replace ; becaufe he was born fhortly

after the death of one his brothers. Other names are defcriptive of good or bad

qualities ; as Modi, " a good man ;" Fadibba, " father of the town," &c. : indeed the

very names of their towns have fomething defcriptive in them ; as Sibidooloo, " the town

of ciboa trees;" Kenneyeto, " victuals herej" Doftta, " hft your fpoon." Others feem

to be given by way of reproach, as Bammakoo, " wafli a crocodile ;" Karankalla, " no

cup to drink from," &c. A child is named, when it is feven or eight days old. The
ceremony commences by fliaving the infant's head ; and a di(h called Dega, made of

pounded corn and four milk, is prepared for the guefl;s. If the parents are rich, a fheep

or a goat is commonly added. The feafi: is called Din^ Icoon Ice, " the child's head

fhaving." During my flay at Kamalia, I was prefent at four different' feafts of this

kind, and the ceremony was the fame in each, whether the child belonged to a bufli-

reen or a kafir. The fchoolmafler, who officiated as prieft on thefe occafions, and

who is ncceffarily a buflireen, firft faid a long prayer over the dega ; during which

every perfon prefent took hold of the brim of the calabafli with his right hand. After

this, the fchoolmafler took the child in his arms, and faid a fecond prayer; in which

he repeatedly folicited the bleffmg of God upon the child, and upon all the company.

When this prayer was ended, he whifpered a few fentcnces in the child's ear, and fpit

three times in its face ; aft^r which he pronounced his name aloud, and returned the

infant to the mother. This part of the ceremony being ended the father of the child

divided the dega into a number of balls, one of which he diflributed to every perfon

prefent. And inquiry was then made, if any perfon in the town was dangeroufly fick,

it being ufual, in fuch cafes, to fend the party a large portion of the dega ; which is

thought to poffefs great medical virtues. *

Among the Negroes, every individual, befides his own pi'oper name, has likewife

a kontcng, or furname, to denote the family or clan to which he belongs. Some of thefe

families are very numerous and powerful. It is impoflible to enumerate the various

kontotigs which are found in different parts of the, country ; though the knowledge of

many of them is of great fervice to the traveller : for as every Negro plumes himfelf

upon the importance or the antiquity of his clan, he is much flattered when he is ad-

dreffed by his konlong.

Salutations among the Negroes to each other, when they meet, are always obferved;

but thofe in moft general ule among the kafirs, are Abbe haeretto— E ri'tng feniy—
* Soon after baptlfm, the children are marked in difTerent parts of the (kin, in a manner refemhling what

is called laltow'mg in the iiouth-fea Iflands.

Anawari,
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Ana'jjari, &c. all of which have nearly the fame meaning, and fignify, are you well, or to

that effect. There are likewife falutations which are ufed at different times of the day,

as E n'lngfomo^ good morning, &c. The general anfwer to all falutations, is to repeat

the kontong of the perfon who falutes, or elfe to repeat the falutation itfelf, firft pro-

nouncing the word marhaba, my friend.

CHAP. VII.— The Account of the Mandingoes continued.— Their Notions in refpeSt

of the Planetary Bodies y and the Figure of the Earth.— Their religious Opinions,

and Belief in a Future State-— Their Difcafcs and Methods of Treatment.— Their
Funeral Ceremonies, Amufements, Occupations, Diet, Arts, Manufa6lures, l^c.

THE Mandingoes, and, I believe, the Negroes in general, have no artificial method
of dividing time. They calculate the years by the number of rainy feafons. They por-
tion the year into moons, and reckon the days by fo many funs. The day they divide

into morning, mid-day, and evening ; and further fubdivids it, when neceffary, by
pointing to the fun's place in the heavens. I frequently inquired of fome of them
what became of the fun during the night, and w-hether we {hould fee the fame fun,

or a different one, in the morning : but I found that they confidered the queftion

as very childifli. The fubject appeared to them as placed beyond the reach of human
inveftigation ; they had never indulged a conjefture, nor formed any hypothefis about
tlie matter. The moon, by varying her form, has more attracted their attention.

On the firlt appearance of the new moon, which they look upon to be newly created,

the Pagan natives, as well as Mahomediins, fay a Ihort prayer ; and this feems to be the

only vilible adoration which the kafirs ofier up to the Supreme Being. This prayer is

pronounced in a whifper ; the party holding up his hands before his face : its purport

(as I have been alTurcd by many different people) is to return thanks to God for his

kindnefs through the exiftence of the paft moon, and to folicit a continuation of his

favour during that of the new one. At the conclufion, they fpit upon their hands,

and rub them over their faces. This feems to be nearly the fame ceremony which
prevailed among the heathens in the days of Job. •

Great attention, however, is paid to the changes of this luminary, in its monthly
courfe : and it is thought very unlucky to begin a journey or any other work of con-

fequence in the lafl: quarter. An tclipfe, whether of the fun or moon, is fuppofed to

be efteded by witchcraft. The flars are very little regarded ; and the whole ftudy of
aftronomy appears to tlicm as a ufclefs purfuit, and attended to by fuch perfons only

as deal in magic.

Their notions of geography are equally puerile. They imagine that the world is

an extended plain, the termination of which no eye has difcovered ; it being, they fay,

overhung with clouds and darknefs. They defcribe the fea as a large river of fait water,

on the farther fiiore of which is fituated a country called Tobaubo dco, " the land of

the white ptople." At a diftance from Tobaubo doo, they defcribe another country,

which they alledge is inhabited by cannibals of a gigantic fizc, called Koomi. This

country they call Jongfang doo, " the land where the flaves are fold." But of all

countries in the world their own appears to them as the bcft, and their own people as

the happicft ; and they pity the fate of other nations who have been placed by Provi-

dence in lefs fertile and lefs fortunate diflritls.

* Chap. xxxi. Tcr. 26, 27, 28.
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Some of the religious opinions of the Negroes, though blended with the weaked cre-

dulity and fuperllition, are not unworthy of attention. I have converlld with all ranks

and conditions upon the fubjecl of their faith, and can pronounce, without the Imall-

efl fhadow of doubt, that the belief of one God, and of a future ftate of reward and
punifhinent is entire and univerfal among thein. It is remarkable, however, that ex-

cept on the appearance of a new moon, as before related, the Pagan natives do not

think it neccHary to offer up prayers and fupplications to the Almighty. They repre-

fent the Deity, indeed, as the creator and preferver of all things; but in general they

confider him as a Being fo remote, and of fo exalted a nature, that it is idle to imagine

the feeble fupplications of wretched mortals can reverfe the decrees and change the

purpofts of unerring Wildom. If they are afked for what reafbn then do they ofier

up a prayer on the appearance of the new moon ; the anfwer is, that cuitom has made
it nccelTary ; they do it, becaufe their fathers did it before them. Such is the blindncfs

ofunafTifted nature! The concerns of this world, they believe, are committed by the

Almighty to the fuperintendance and direction of fubordinate fpirits, over whom they

fuppofe that certain magical ceremonies have great influence. A white fowl fuf-

pended to the branch of a particular tree ; a fnake's head, or a few handfuls of fruit,

are offerings which ignorance and fuperllition frequently prefent, to deprecate the

wrath, or to conciliate the favour of thefe tutelary agents. But it is not often that

the Negroes make their religious opinions the fubjedl of converfation : when interro-

gated, in particular concerning their ideas of a future ftate, they exprefs themfelves

with great reverence, but endeavour to fliorten the difcufiion by obferving — mo

mo into alio, " no man knows any thing about it." They are content, they fay, to

follow the precepts and examples of their forefathers, through the various viciflitudes

of life ; and when this world prefents no objefts of enjoyment or comfort,^ they feein

to look with anxiety towards another, which they believe will be better fuited to their

natures ; but concerning which they are far from indulging vain and delufive con-

jetl:ures.

The Mandingoes feldom attain extreme old age. At forty, mod of them become

grey haired, and covered with wrinkles ; and but few of them furvive the age of fifty-

five or fixty. They calculate the years of their lives, as I have already obfcrved, by

the number of rainy feafons (there being but one fuch in the year) ; and diftinguifh

each year by a particular name, founded on fome remarkable occurrence which hap-

pened in that year. Thus they fay the year of the Farbanna ivar ; the year of the

Kaarta ivar ; the year on which GaJou was phmdercd, Isfc. Efff. ; and I have no doubt

that the year 1796, will in many places be diflinguifhed by the name of Tobaubo iambi

fang, " the year the white man palled ;" as fuch an occurrence would naturally form an

epoch in their traditional hiftory.

But notwithftanding that longevity is uncommon among them, it appeared to me,

that their difeafes are but few in number. Their fimplc diet, and aftive way of life,

preferve them from many of thofe diforders which, imbitter the days of luxury and idle-

nefs. Fevers and fluxes are the mofl common, and the moft fatal. For thefe, they

generally apply faphies to different parts of the body, and perform a great many other

luperftitious ceremonies ; fome of which arc, indeed, well calculated to infpire the pa-

tient with the hope of recovery, and divert his mind from brooding over his own dan-

ger. But I have fometimes obferved among them a morefyftematic mode of treatment.

On the firft attack of a fever, when the patient complains of cold, he is frequently

placed in a fort of vapour : this is done by fpreading branches of the naiulea orientalis

J upon



taiik's travels in AruicA, 877

upon hot wood embers, and laying the patient upon them, wrapped up In a large

cotton cloth. Water is then fprinkled upon the branches, which defccnding to the

hot embers, foon covers the patient with a cloud of vapour, in which he is allowed to

remain until the embers are almoft extinguiflied. This pradlice commonly produces a
profufe perfpiration, and wonderfully relieves the fufferer.

For the dyfentery, they ufe the bark of different trees reduced to powder, and mixed
with the patient's food : but this practice is in general very unfuccefsful.

The other difeafes which prevail among the Negroes, are the yaws : the elephantiafis ;

and a leprofy of the very worfl kind. This laft mentioned coinplaint appears, at the

beginning, in fcurfy fpots upon different parts of the body, which finally fettle upon the

hands or feet, where the fkin becomes withered, and cracks in many places. At length,

the ends of the fingers fvvell and ulcerate ; the difcharge is acrid and fetid ; the nails

drop off, and the bones of the fingers become carious, and feparate at the joints. In

this manner the difeale continues to fpread, frequently until the patient lofes all his

fingers and toes. Even the hands and feet are fometimes deftroyed by this inveterate

malady, to which the Negroes give the name of bulla jou, " incurable."

The Guinea worm is likewife very common in certain places, efpecially at the com-
mencement of the rainy feafon. The Negroes attribute this difeafe, which has beea
defcribed by many writers, to bad water ; and allege that the people who drink from
wells are more i'ubjeft to it than thofe who drink from flreams. To the fame
caufe, they attribute the fwelling of the glands of the neck (goitres), which are very

common in fome parts of Bambarra. I obfcrvcd alfo, in the interior countries, a

few inftances of fimple gonorrhoea ; but never the confirmed lues. On the whole it

appeared to me that the Negroes are better furgeons than phyficians. I found them
very fuccefsful in their management of fradurcs and diilocaiions, and their fplints and
bandages are fimple and eafily removed. The patient is laid upon a foft mat, and
the fradured limb is frequently bathed with cold water. All abceffes they open with

the aflual cautery ; and the drefiings are compofed of either foft leaves. Shea butter, or

cows' dung, as the cafe feems, in their judgment, to require. Towards the coaft,

where a fupply of European lancets can be procured, they fometimes perform phlebo-

tomy ; and in cafes of local inflammation, a curious fort of cupping is practifed. This

operation is performed by making incifions in the part, and applying to it a bullock's

horn, wiih a fmall hole in the end. The operator then takes a piece of bees-wax in

his mouth, and putting his lips to the hole, extracts the air from the horn ; and by a

dexterous ufe of his tongue, llops up the hole with the wax. This method is found

to anfwer the purpofe, and in general produces a plentiful difcharge.

When a perfon of confequence dies, the relations and neighbours meet together, and
manifelt their forrow by loud and difinal bowlings. A bullock or goat is killed fot

fuch perfons as come to aflilt at the funeral ; which generally takes place in the even-

ing of the fame day on which the party uieJ. The Negroes have no appropriate burial

places, and frequently dig the grave in the floor of the dcceafed's hut, or in the fliade

of a favourite tree. The body is drefled in white cotton, and wrapped up in a mat.

It is carried to the grave in the dufli of the evening by the relations. If the grave is

without the walls of the town, a number of prickly buihes are laid upon it, to prevent

the wolves from digging up the body ; but I never obferved that any Hone was placed

over the grave, as a monument or memorial.

Hitherto I have confidered the Negroes chiefly in a moral light ; and confined myfelf

to the mod prominent features in their mental character j their donien.ic amufements,

5 u 3 occu-



878 park's travels in AFRICA.

occupations, and diet ; their arts and manufadures, with fome other rubordinate objefcs,

are now to be noticed.

Of their mufic and dances, fome account has incidentally been given in different

parts of my journal. On the firft of thefe heads, I have now to add a lift of their mu-

fical inflruments, the principal of which are,—the koonting, a fort of guitar, v/ith three

itringsj

—

e korro, a large harp, with eighteen ftrings;— the Jtnibing, a fmall harp,

with feven ftrings ;— the balafou, an inftrument compofed of twenty pieces of hard

wood of different lengths, with the fhells of gourds hung imderneath, to increafe tfie

found ;— the tajigtang, a drum, open at the lower end •, and laftly, the tabala, a large

drum, commonly ufed to fpread an alarm through the country. Befides thefe, they

make ufe of fmall flutes, bowftrings, elephants' teeth, and bells ; and at all their

dances and concerts clapping of bands appears to conftitute a neceffary part of the

chorus.

With the love of mufic is naturally connefted a tafte for poetry ; and, fortunately

for the poets of Africa, they are in a great meafure exempted from that negleci and

indigence, which in more polifhed countries commonly attend the votaries of the

Mufes. They confift of two claffes ; the moft numerous are the Jhiging-men, called

Jilli ksa, meiitioned in a former part of my narrative. One or more of thefe may be

found in every town. They fing extempore fongs in honour of their chief men, or

any other perfons who are willing to give " folid pudding for empty praife." But a

nobler part of their office is to recite the hiftorical events of their ctmntry : hence, in

war, they accompany the foldiers to the field in order, by reciting the great adtions of

their anceftcrs, to awaken in them a fpirit of glorious emulation. The other clafs

are devotees of the Mahometan faith, who travel about the country, finging devout

hymns, and performing religious ceremonies, to conciliate the favour of the Almighty;

either in averting calamity, or enfuring fuccels to any enterprife. Both defcriptions of

thefe itinerant bards are much employed and refpeded by the people, and very liberal

contributions are made for them.

The ufual diet of the Negroes is fomewhat different in different diftrlfts ; in general,

the people of free condition breakfaft about daybreak, upon gruel made of meal and

•water, with a little of the fruit of the tamarind, to give it an acid tafte. About two

o'clock in the afternoon, a fort of hafty pudding, with a little Shea butter, is the com-

mon meal ; but the fupper conftitutes the principal repaft, and is feldom ready be-

fore midnight. This confifts almoft univerfklly of koufkous, with a fmall portion of

animal food, or Shea butter, mixed with it. In eating, the Kafirs as well as Maho-
niedans, ufe the right hand only.

The beverage of the Pagan Negroes are beer and mead ; of each of which they fre-

quently drink to excefs. The Mahomedan converts drink nothing but water. The
natives of all defcriptions take fiiulT, and fmoke tobacco ; their pipes are made of

"wood, with an earthen bowl of curious workmanlhip. But in the interior countries,

the grcateft of all luxuries is fait. It would appear ftrange to an European, to fee a

child fuck a piece of rock-falt, as if it were fugar. This, however, I have frequently

feen ; although, in the inland parts, the poorer clafs of inhabitants are fo very rarely

indulged with this precious article, that to fay a man eats fait with his viiluals, is the

fame as faying, he is a rich man. I have myfelf fuftered great inconvenience from the

fcarcity of this article. The long ufe of vegetable food creates fo painful a longing for

fait, that no words can fufficiently defcribe it.

The Negroes in general, and the Mandingoes in particular, are confidered by the

whites on the coaft as an indolent and inadive people ; I think without reafon. The

7 nature
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nature of the climate is, indeed, unfavourable to great exertion ; but fiirely a people

cannot jullly he donomiaated habitually indolent, vvhofe wants are fupplied, not by the

fpontaneous pi-oducHons of nature, but by their own exertions. Few people work
harder, when nccalion requires, than the Mandingoes ; but not having many oppor-

tunities of turning to advantage the fuperfluous produce of their labour, they are con-

tent with cultivating as much ground only as is neceflary for their own fupport. The
labours of the field give them pretty full employment during the rains ; and in the dry
feafon, the people who live in tlx- vicinity of large rivers employ themfelves chiefly in

fifhing. The fifh are taken in wicker bafkets, or with fmall cotton nets ; and are prc-

ferved by being firfl: dried in the fun, and afterwards rubbed with Shea butter, to pre-

vent them from contrafting frefli moifture. Others of the natives employ themfelves

in hunting. Their weapons are bows and arrows ; but the arrows in common ufe

are not poifonod •. '^I'hey are very dexterous markfmen, and will hit a lizard on a

tree, or any other fmall objeft, at an amazing diftance. They likewife kill Guinea-

fowls, partridges, and pigeons, but never on the wing. While the men are occupied in

thefe purfuits, the women are very diligent in manufafturing cotton cloth. They pre-

pare the cotton for fpinning, by laying it in fmall quantities at a time, upon a fmooth

ftone, or piece of wood, and rolling the feeds out with a thick iron fpindle; and they

fpin. it with the diftafF. The thread is not fine, but well twifted, and makes a very

durable cloth. A woman, with common diligence, will fpin from fix to nine garments

of this cloth in one year ; which, according to its finencfs, will fell for a minkalll and a

half, or two minkallies eachf. The weaving is performed by the men. The loom is

made cxacUy upon the fiunc principle as that of Europe ; but fo fmall and narrow, that

the web is fildom more than four inches broad. The fliuttle is of the common con-

ftrudion ; but as the thread is coarfe, the chamber is fomewhat larger than the

European.

The women dye this cloth of a rich and lading blue colour, by the following fimple

procefs : the leaves of the indigo when frefh gathered, are pounded in a wooden mortar,

and mixed in a large earthen jar, with a flrong ley of wood afhes ; chamber-ley is

fometimcs added. The cloth is fteepcJ in this mixture, and allowed to remain until

it has acquired the proper fhade. In Kaarta and Ludamar, where the indigo is not

plentiful, thoy collect the leaves, and dry them in the fun ; and when they wifh to ufe

them, they reduce a fufficient quantity to powder, and mix it with the ley as before

mentioned. Either way, the colour is very beautiful, with a fine purple glofs ; and

equal, in my opinion, to the befl: Indian or European blue. This cloth is cut into

various pieces, and fewed into garments, with needles of the natives* own making.

As the arts of weaving, dying, fewing, &c. may eafily be acquired, thofe who
cxercife them are not confidcred in Africa as following any particular profe/Tion ; for

almoil every Have can weave, and every boy can few. The only artids which are

diftin£tly acknowledged as fuch by the Negroes, and who value themfelves on exercifing

appropriate and peculiar trades, are the manufadurers of leather and of iron. The
firit of thefe, are called Karrankca (or as the word is fometimes pronounced, Gauri'

* I'oifoiH'd nrrows are iilcd chitfly in war. The poifon, wliich is faid to be very deadly, is prepared

from a ftrub called koona {di (pedes of echilej), which is very common in the woods. The leaves ot this

(hrub, when boiled with a fiiiall quaiuity ot wattr, yield a thick black juice, into which the Negroes dip

a cotton thread; this thread they fallen round the iron of tlic arrow, in fuch a manner that it is almolt

impoffiblc to extinfl the aiiow, when it lus luiik beyond the barbs, without leaving the iron point, and

the poifone'd thread, in the wound.

t A ralnkalli is a quantity of goU, nearly equal in value to ten fliillings flerbng.
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gay). They are to be found in almofh every town, and they frequently travel through

the country in the cxercife of their caliin':^. They tan and drefs leather with very

great expedition, by fteeping the hide firft in a mixture of wood-aflies and water, until

it parts with the hairj and afterwards by ufing the pounded leaves of a tree called

goo, as an aftringent. They are at great pains to render the hide as foft and pliant

as poillble, by rubbing it frequently between their hands, and beating it upon a Hone.

The hides of bullocks are converted chiefly into fandals, and therefore require lefs

care in drefling than the (kins of fliecp and goats, which are uled for covering quivers

and faphies, and in making fteaths for fwords and knives, belts, pockets, and a

variety of ornaments. Thefe ikins are commonly dyed of a red or yellow colour;

the red, by means of millet ftalks reduced to powder ; and the yellow, by the root of

a plant the name ot which I have forgotten.

The manufactures in ii-on are not fo numerous as the Karrankeas ; ; but they ap-

pear to have ftudied their bufmefs with equal diligence. The Negroes on the coaft

being cheaply fupplied with iron from the European traders, never attempt the manu-
facluring of this article themfelves ; but in the inland parts, the natives fmelt this ufe-

ful metal in fuch quantities, as not oi>ly to fupply themfelves from it with all necelfary

weapons and iiiftruments, but even to make it an article of commerce with fome of

the neighbouring ftates. During my flay at Kamalia, there was a fmelting furnace at

a fliort didance from the hut where I lodged, and the owner and his vi'orkmen made
no fecret about the manner of conduding the operation ; and readily allowed me to

examine the furnace, and aflill them in breaking the iron ftone. The furnace was a

circular tower of clay, about ten feet high, and three in diameter ; furrounded in two
places with withes, to prevent the clay from ci-acking and falling to pieces by the vio-

lence of the heat. Round the lower part, on a level with the ground (but not fo low as

the bottom of the furnace, which was fomewhat concave), were made feven openings,

into every one of which were placed three tubes of clay, and the openings again

plaftered up in fuch a manner that no air could enter the furnace, but through the

tubes ; by the opening and fhutting of which they regulated the fire. Thefe tubes

were formed by plaltering a mixture of clay and grafs round a fmooth roller of

wood, which as foon as the clay began to harden was withdrawn, and the tube left to

dry in the fun. The iron-ftone which I faw was very heavy and of a dull red colour,

with greyifli fpecks j it was broken into pieces about the fize of a hen's egg. A bun-

dle of dry wood was firft put into the furnace, and covered with a confiderable quan-

tity of charcoal, which was brought ready burnt from the woods. Over this was laid

a llratum of iron-ftone, and then another of charcoal, and fo on, until the furnace

was quite full. The fire was applied through one of the tubes, and blown for fome
time with a bellows made of goats' ikins. The operation went on very flowly at firft;,

and it was fome hours before the flame appeared above the furnace ; but after this, it

burnt with great violence all the firft night; and the people who attended put in at

times more charcoal. On the day following the fire was not fo fierce, and on the

fecond night fome of the tubes were withdrawn, and the air allowed to have freer

accefs to the furnace ; but the heat was ftill very great, and a bluilh flame rofe fome
feet above the top of the furnace. On the third day from the commencement of the

operation, all the tubes were taken out, the ends of many of tiiem being vitrified

with the heat ; but the metal was not removed until fome days afterwards, when the

whole was pcrfeftly cool. Part of the furnace was then taken down, and the iron

appeared in the form of a large irregular mafs, with pieces of charcoal adhering to

it. It was fonorous ; and when any portion was broken off, the fracture exhibited

a granu-
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a granulated appearance, like broken fteel. The owner informed me that many parts

of this cake were ulek-fs, but ftiil there was good iron enough to repay him for his

trouble. This iron, or rather fteel, is formed into various inftruments, by being

repeatedly heated in a forge, the heat of which is urged by a pair of double bellows,

of a very fnnple coiiflrudion, being made of two goats' Ikins ; the tubes from which

unite, before they enter the forge, and fupply a conftant and very regular blafl.

The huninier, forceps, and anvil are ail very fnnple, and the worknranfhip (particu-

larly in the formation of knives and fpears) is not dcfiiture of merit. The iron,

indeed, is hard and brittle ; and requires much labour before It can be made to

anfvver the purpofe

Mod of the African blackfmiths are acquainted alfo with the method of fmelting

gold, in which procefs they ufe an alkaline fait, obtained from a ley of burnt

corn-ftalks evaporated to drynefs. They likewife draw the gold into wire, and
form it into a variety of ornaments, fome of which are executed with a great deal

of tafle and ingenuity.

Such is the chief information I obtained concerning the prefent ftate of arts

and manufactures in ihofe regions of Africa which I explored in my journey. I might
add, though it is fcarce worthy obfervation, that in Bambarra and Kaarta, the natives

make very beautiful bafkets, hats, and other articles, both for ufe and ornament, from
rujhes, which they (lain of different colours ; and they contrive alfo to cover their cala-

bafhes with interwoven cane, dyed in the fame manner.

In all the laborious occupations above defcribed, the mailer and his flaves work
together, without any diftintlion of fuperiority. Hired fervants, by which I mean
perfons of free condition, voluntarily working for pay, are unknown in Africa; and
this obfervation naturally leads me to coniider the condition of the flaves, and the

various means by which they are reduced to fo niiferable a ftate of fervitude. This
unfortunate clafs are found, I believe, in all parts of this extenfive country, and confti-

tute a confidcrable branch of commerce, with the ftates on the Mediterranean, as

•well as with the nations of Europe.

CHAP. VIII.— Obfcrvaiions concerning the State and Sources of Slavery in Africa.

A STATE of fubordination, and certain inequalities of rank and condition, are

inevitable in every (tage of civil fociety ; but when this fubordination is carried to fo

great a length, that the perfons and fervices of one part of the community are entirely

at the difpofal of another part, it may then be denominated a ftate of flavery ; and
in this condition of life, a great body of the Negro inhabitants of Africa have con-

tinued from the mod: early period of their hiftory ; with this aggravation, that their

children are born to no other inheritance.

The flaves in Africa, 1 fuppofe, are nearly in the proportion of three to one to the

freemen. They claim no reward for their fervices, except food and clothing ; and are

treated with kindnefs or feverity, according to the .good or bad difpofition of their

maftcrs. Cultom, however, has edablilhed certain rules with regard to the treatment

of flaves, which it is thought diflionourable to violate. Thus, the domellic flaves, or
fuch as arc born in a man's own houfe, are treated with more lenity than thofe which
are purchafed with money. The authority of the mafter over the domellic flave, as I

have elfewhereubfcrved, extends only to rcafonable corredion : for the mailer cannot
fell his domefticj without having full brought him to a public trial, before the chief

men



882 ^-AUK 3 TRAVELS IN AFRICA.

men of the place*. But thefe reflridions on the power of the maftcr extend not

to the cafe of prifoners taken in war, nor to that of flaves purchafcd with money.
All thefe unfortunate beings are confidered as flrangers and foreigners, who have no
right to the proteftion of the law, and may be treated with feverity, or fold to a

ftranger, according to the pleafure of their owners. There are, indeed, regular mar-

kets where flaves of this defcription are bought and fold; and the value of a flave

in the eye of an African purchafcr, increafes in proportion to his diftance from his

native kingdom ; for when flaves are only a few days' journey from the place of their

nativity, they frequently efFeft their efcape ; but when one or more kingdoms inter-

vene, efcr'.pe being more difficult, they are more readily reconciled to their fituation.

On this account the unhappy flave is frequently transferred from one dealer to another,

until he has loft all hopes of returning to his native kingdom. The flaves which are

purchafed by the Europeans on the coaft, are chiefly of this defcription ; a few of

them are collefted in the petty wars, hereafter to be defcribed, which take place near

the coafl: ; but by far the greater number are brought down in large caravans from the

inland countries, of which many are unknown, even by name, to the Europeans.

The flaves which are thus brought from the interior, may be divided into two dif-

tin£l clafles
; firji^ fuch as were flaves from their birth, having been born of enflaved

mothers
; fecondly^ fuch as were born free, but who afterwards, by whatever means,

became flaves. Thofe of the firft defcription are by far the moll numerous; for

prifoners taken in war (at lead fuch as are taken in open and declared war, when one

kingdoni avows hoflilities againft another) are generally of this defcription. The com-
paratively fmall proportion of free people to the enflaved, throughout Africa, has

already been noticed ; and it mufl: be obferved, that men of free condition have

many advantages over the flaves, even in war time. They are in general better armed,

and well mounted ; and can either fight or efcape with fome hopes of fucccfs ; but

the flaves, who have only their fpears and bows, and of whom great numbers are

loaded with baggage, become an eafy prey. Thus, when Manfong, King of Bambarra,

made war upon Kaarta (as I have related in a former Chapter), he took in one day

nine hundred prifoners, of which number not more than feventy were free men. This

account I received from Daman Jumma, who had thirty flaves at Kemmoo, all of

whom were made prifoners by Manfong. Again, w hen a freeman is taken prifoner, his

friends will fometimes ranfom him by giving two flaves in exchange; but when a flave

is taken, he has no hopes of fuch redemption. To thefe difadvantages it is to be

added, that the Slatecs, who purchafe flaves in the interior countries, and carry them
down to the coaft for fale, conftantly prefer fuch as have been in that condition of life

from their infancy, well knowing that thefe have been accufl:omed to hunger and

fatigue, and are better able to fuftain the hardfliips of a long and painful journey than

free men ; and on their reaching the coafl:, if no opportunity oflfers of felling them to

advantage, they can eafily be made to maintain themfclves by their labour; neither

are they fo apt to attempt making their efcape, as thofe who have once 'taflied the

blefllngs of freedom.

Slaves of the fecond defcription, generally become fuch by one or other of the

following caufes, i. Captivity. 2. Famine, 3. hifohency. 4. Crimes. A freeman

* In tisie of famine, the mafter is pemittod to fell one or more of iiis domcftlcs, fo purchafe pro-

vifions for his family ; anii in cafe of the mafter's infolveucy, the domeltic flaves are fotDctimes feized upon

by the creditors; and if the mailer cannot redeem ihcm, they are liable to be fold for payment of his

debts. Tln:fc are the only cafes that I recollect, in v.h;.:li the dumeftic flaves are liable to be fold, with-

out any mifcoududl or demerit of their own.

may.
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may, by the eftabliflied cuftoms of Africa, become a flave by being taken in war.

War is, of all others, the mod proiluftive fource, and was probably the origin of
flavery ; for when one nation had taken from another a greater number of captives

than could be exchanged on equal terms, it is natural to fuppofe that the conquerors,

finding it inconvenient to maintain their prifoners, would compel them to labour

;

at firft, perhaps, only for their own fnppo: t, but afterwards to fupport their mafters.

Be this as it ma)-, it is a known fact, that prifoners of war in Africa are the flaves of
the conquerors ; and when tlie weak or unfuccefsful warrior begs for mercy beneath

the uplifted fpear of his opponent, he gives up at the fame time his claim to liberty,

and purchafes his life at the' cxpence of his freedom.

In a country, divided into a thoufand petty ftates, moftly independent and jealous

of each other ; where every freeman is accuftomed to arms, and fond of military

achievements ; where the youth who has pradifed the bow and fpear from his infancy,

longs for nothing fo much as an opportunity to difplay his valour, it is natural to

imagine that wars frequently originate from very frivolous provocation. When one
nation is more powerful than another, a pretext is feldom wanting for commencing
hollilities. Thus the war between Kajaaga and Kaffon was occafioncd by the detention

of a fugitive flave : that between Bambarra and Kaurta by the lofs of a few cattle.

Other cafes of the fame nature perpetually occur, in which the folly or mad ambition

of their princes, and the zeal of their religious enthufiafts give full employment to the

fcythe of dcfolation.

The wars of Africa are of two kinds, which are diflinguiflied by difterent appel-

lations : that fpecies which bears the grcatofl refemblance to our European contefts,

is denominated killi, a word fignifying " to call out," becaufe fuch wars are

openly avowed and previoufly declared. Wars of this defcription in Africa com-
monly terminate, however, in the courfe of a fingle campaign. A battle is fought

;

the vanquiflied feldom think of rallying again ; the whole inhabitants become panic

{truck ; and the conquerors have only to bind the flaves, and carry off their plunder

and their victims. Such of the prifoners as, through age or infirmity, are unable

to endure fatigue, or are found unfit for fale, are confidered as ufelefs ; and I

have no doubt are frequently put to death. The fame fate commonly awaits a chief,

or any other perfon who has taken a very di(lin;^uilhed part in the war. And here

it may be obferved, that, notwithftanding this exterminating fyflem, it is furprif-

ing to behold how foon an African town is rebuilt and repeopled. The circum-

ftance arifes probably from this ; that their pitched battles are few ; the weakefl:

know their own fituation, and feek fafcty in flight. When their country has been

dcfolated, and their ruined towns and villages dcferted by the enemy, fuch of the

inhabitants as have cfcapcd the/word, and the ihain, generally return, though with

cautious fteps, to the place ol their nativity ; for it feems to be the univcrfal wifli of

mankind to fpend the evening of their days where they pafled their infancy. The poor

Negro feels this defire in its tuU force. To hini no water is fweet but what is drawn
from his own well ; and no tree has fo cool and pleafanta fliade as the (iiOda tree * of.

his native village. When war compels him to abandon the delightful fpot in which he

firft drew his breath, and feek for fafety in fonie other kingdom, his time is fpent in

talking about the country of his anciltors ; and no fooner is peace rellored than he

turns his back upon the land of ftrangers, rebuilds with hade his fallen walls, and
exults to fee the fmoke alcond from his native village.

* This is a large fprcading tree (a fpecies ofjlerculia) under wliicli the bcntaiig is commonly placed.
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The other fpeci'es of African warfare is diftingnithed by the appellation of tegria,

«' plundering or ftealing." It arifes from a fort of hereditary feud which the inhabi-

tants of one nation or diftrift bear towards another. No immediate caufe of hoftility

is affigned, or notice of attack given ; but the inhabitants of each watch every oppor-

tunity to plunder and diftrefs the objeds of their animofity by predatory excurfions.

Thefe are very common, particularly about the beginning of the dry feafon, when the

labour of the harveft is over and provifions are plentiful. Schemes of vengeance are

then meditated. The chief man furveys the number and a£l;ivity of his vaiTals, as they

brandifh their fpears at feftivals ; and elated with his own importance, turns his whole

thoughts towards revenging fome depredation or infult, which either he or his anceftors

may have received '"rom a neighbouring ftate.

Wars of this defcription are generally conduced with great fecrecy. A few re-

folute individuals, headed by fome perfon of enterprife and courage, march quietly

through the woods, furprife in the night fome unproteded village, and carry off the

inhabitants and their effefls, before their neighbours can come to their afllflance.

One morning, during my ftay at Kamalia, we were all much alarmed by a party of

this kind. The King of Fooladoo's fon, with five hundred horfemen, paffed fecretlj

through the woods, a little to the fouthward of Kamalia, and on the morning following

plundered three towns belonging to Madigai, a powerful chief in Jallonkadoo.

The fuccefs of this expedition encouraged the governor of Bangaffi, a town in Foo-

ladoo, to make a fecond inroad upon another part of the fame country. Having af-

fembled about two hundred of his people, he paffed the river Kokoro in the night,

and carried off a great number of prifoners. Several of the inhabitants who had

efcaped thefe attacks, were afterwards feized by the Mandingoes, as they wandered

about in the woods, or concealed ihemfelves in the glens and ftrong places of the

mountains.

Thefe plundering excurfions always produce fpeedy retaliation : and when large

parties cannot be coUefted for this purpofe, a few friends will combine together, and

advance into the enemy's country, with a view to plunder, or carry off the inhabitants.

A fingle individual has been known to take his bow and quiver, and proceed in

like manner. Such an attempt is doubtlefs in him an afl: of raffmefs ; but when it is

confidercd that in one of thefe predatory wars he has probably been deprived of his

child, or his neareft relation, his fituation ,will rather call for pity than cenfure. The
poor fufferer, urged on by the feelings of domeftic or paternal attachment, and the

ardour of revenge, conceals himfelf among the buffies, until fome young or unarmed

perfon paffes by. He then, tyger-like, fprings upon his prey, drags his victim into the

thicket, and in the night carries him off as a Have.

When a Negro has, by means like thefe, once fallen into the hands of his enemies,

he is either retained as the flave of his conqueror, or bartered into a diftant kingdom

;

for an African, when he has once fubdued his enemy, will feldom give him an oppor-

tunity of lifting up his hand againft him at a future period. A conqueror commonly
difpofes of his captives according to the rank which they held in their native kingdom.

Such of the domeftic flaves as appear to be of a mild difpofition, and particularly

the young women, are retained as his own flaves. Others that difplay marks of dif-

content, are difpofed of in a diftant country ; and fuch of the freemen, or (laves, as

have taken an adive part in the war, are either fold to the flatees or put to death.

War, therefore, is certainly the mofl general and mofl; produftive fource of flavery
j

and the defolations of war often (but not always) produce the fecond caufe of (la-

very, famine ; in which cafe a freeman becomes a flave to avoid a greater calamity.

13 \ Perhaps,
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Perhaps, by a philofophic and refleding mind, death itfelf would fcarcely be confi-

dered as a greater calamity than flavery ; but the poor Negro, when fainting with
hunger, thinks like Esau of old; ^^ Behold I am at the point to die, and what profit
^^ Jhall this birthright do to me ?" There are many inftances of freemen voluntarily

furrendering up their liberty to fave their lives. During a great fcarcity which lafled

for three years, in the countries of the Gambia, great numbers of people became
flaves in this manner. Dr. Laidley affured me that, at that time, many freemen came
and begged, with great earneftnefs, to be put upon his JJave-chain, to fave them from
perilling of hunger. Large families are very often expofed to abfolute want : and
as the parents have almofl unlimited authority over their children, it frequently hap-

pens, in all parts of Africa, that fome of the latter are fold to purchafe provifions for

the reft of the family. When I was at Jarra, Daman Jumma pointed out to me three

young flaves which he had purchafed in this manner. I have already related another
inftance which I faw at Wonda : and I was informed that in Fooladoo, at that time, it

was a very common pradtice.

The third caufe of flavery, is infolvency. Of all the offences (if infolvency may be fo

called) to which the laws of Africa have affixed the punifliment of flavery, this is

the moft common. A Negro trader commonly contrads debts on fome mercantile

fpeculation, either from his neighbours, to purchafe fuch articles as will fell to advan-

tage in a diftant market, or from the European traders on the coaft
;
payment to be

made in a given time. In both cafes, the fituation of the adventurer is exadly the

fame. If he fucceeds, he may fccure an independency. If he is unfuccefsful, his

perfon and fervices are at the difpofal of another ; for in Africa, not only the effefts

of the infolvent, but even the infolvent himfelf, is fold to fatisfy the lawful demands of
his creditors *.

The fourth caufe above enumerated, is the commijjion of crimes, on -which the lawt

of the country affix flavery as a punijhment. In Africa, the only offences of this clafs are

murder, adultery, and witchcraft ; and I am happy to fay, that they did not appear to me
to be common. In cafes of murder, I was informed, that the ncareft relation of the

deceafed had it in his power, after conviclion, either to kill the offender with his

own hand, or fell him into flavery. When adultery occurs, it is generally left to the

option of the perfon injured, cither to fell the culprit, or accept fuch a ranfom for him
as he may think equivalent to the injury he has fuflaincd. By witchcraft, is meant
pretended magic, by which the lives or healths of perfons are aflFeded : in other words,

it is the adminiftering of poifon. No trial for this offence, however, came under rty

obfervation while I was in Africa ; and I therefore fuppofe that the crime and its punifli-

ment occur but very feldom.

When a freeman has become a flave by any one of the caufes before mentioned, he

generally continues fo for life, and his children (if they are born of an enflaved

mother) are brought up in the fame ftate of fervitude. There are, however, a few

inftances of flaves obtaining their freedom, and fometimes even with the confent of

• When a Negro takes up goods on credit from any of the Europeans on tlic coaft, and docs not make pay.

ment at the time appointed, the European is authorized, by the laws of tlic country, to fci/.c upon the debtor

himfelf, if he can find him ; or if he cannot be found, on any perfon of his family ; or in the lall refort, on

any iialive of thefame kingdom. The perfon thus fci/,ed on is detained while his liiends are fent in queft of

the debtor. When lie is found, a meeting is called of the chief people of the place, and the debtor ii

compelled to ranfom his friend by fulhlling his engagements. If he is unable to do this, his perfon is

immediately fecured and fent down to the coaft, and the other releafed. If the debtor cannot be

found, the perfon feiz.ed on is obliged to pay double the amount of the debt, or is himfelf fold into flavery.

I was given to undcrllaad, however, that thi» part of the law i» feldom enforced.

5x2 their
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their inafters ; as by performing fome fingular piece of fervice, or by going to battle,

nnd bringing home two flaves as a ranfom ; but the common way of re raining free-

dom is by ficape ; anci, when flaves have once fet their minds on running away, they
often fucceed. Some of them will wait for years before an opportunity prefents itfelf,

and during that period Ihcw no figns of difcontent. In general, it may be remarked
that flaves who come from a hilly country, and have been much accuftomed to hunting

and travel, are more apt to attempt their efcape, than fuch as are born in a flat country,

and have been employed in cultivating the land.

Such are the general outlines of that fyflem of flavery which prevails in Africa

;

and it is evident from its nature and extent, that it is a fyftem of no modern date. It

probably had its origin in the remote ages of antiquity, before the Mahomedans
explored a path acrofs the defert. How far it is maintained and fupported by the flave

traffic, which, for two hundred years, the nations of Europe have carried on with the

natives of the coaft, it is neither within my province, nor in my power, to explain.

If my fentiments fhould be required concerning the effeft which a difcontinuance of
that commerce would produce on the manners of the natives, I fliould have no hefitation

in obferving, that, in the prefent unenlightened ftate of their minds, my opinion is, the

effed would neither be fo extenfive or beneficial, as many wife and worthy perfons

fondly expeO:.

CHAP. IX.— Of Gold-dujl, and the Manner in ivhich it is col/eded. ^— Procefs of
Wajhing it.— Its Value in Africa. — Of Ivory.— Surprife cf the Negroes at the

Eagernefs of the Europeans for this Commodity. —- Scattered Teethfrequently picked up

in the Woods.— Mode of hunting the Elephant, — Some Reflexions on the unimproved

State of the Country^ iffc.

THOSE valuable commodities, gold and ivory (the next objefts of our inquiry)

have probably been found in Africa from the firfl: ages of the world They are

reckoned among its mofl: important productions in the earlieft records of its hiftory.

It has been obferved, that gold is feldom or never difcovered except in mountainous

and barren countries ; nature, it is faid, thus making amends in one way for her

penurioufnefs in the other. This, however, is not wholly true. Gold is found in con-

fiderable quantities throughout every part of Manding ; a country which is indeed

hilly, but cannot properly be called mountainous, much lefs barren. It is alfo found

in great plenty in Jallonkadoo (particularly about Boori), another hilly, but by no means
an infertile country. It is remarkable, that in the place laft mentioned (.Boori), which

is fituated about four days' journey to the fouth-weft of Kamalia, the falt-market is

often fupplicd, at the fame time, with rock-falt from the Great DeL'rt, and fea-falt from

the Rio Grande ; the price of each, at this diftance from its fource, being nearly the

fame ; and the dealers in each, whether Moors from the north, or Negroes from

the weft, are invited thither by the fame motives, that of bartering their fait for

gold.

The gold of Manding, fo far as I could learn, is never found in any matrix or vein,

but always in fmall grains, nearly in a pure ftate, from the fize of a pia's head to that

of a pea ; fcattered through a large body of litnd or clay ; and in this ftate it is called

by the Mandingoesyi/wo munko, " gold powder." It is, however, extremely probable,

by what I could learn of the fituation of the ground, that moft of it has originally been

waihed
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vpaflied down by repeated torrents from the neighbouring hills. The manner in which

it is collefted is nearly as follows :

About the beginning of December, when the harvefl is over, and the ftrcams and tor-

rents have greatly fubfided, the inanfa, or chief man of the town, appoints a day to

begin y27K(?o koo, '' gold wafhing ;" and the women are fare to have themfelves in rea-

dinefs by the time appointed. A hoe or fpade for digging up the fand, two or three

calabafhes for wafhing it in, and a few quills for containing the gold dufl, are all the

implements neccflary for the piirpofe. On the morning of their departure, a bullock is

killed for the firit day's entertainment, and a number of prayers and charms are ufed

to enfure fuccefs ; for a failure on that day is thought a bad omen. The manfa

of Kamalia, with fourteen of his people, were, I remember, fo much difappointed

in their firll day's wafliing, that very few of them had refolution to pcrfevere ; and

the few that did, had but very indifferent fuccefs ; which indeed is not much to be

wondered at ; for inllead of opening fome untried place, they continue to dig and wafli

in the fame fpot where they had dug and wafhed for years ; and where, of courfe, but

few large grains could be left.

The wafhing the lands of the ftreams is by far the eafieft way of obtaining the gold-

dufl ; but in moft places the fands have been fo narrowly fearched before, that uiilefs

the ftream takes fome new courfe, the gold is found but in fmall quantities. While

fome of the party are bufied in wafhing the fands, others employ themfelves farther up

the torrent, where the rapidity of the ftream has carried away all the clay, fand, &c.

and left nothing but fmall pebbles. The fearch among thefe is a very troublefome tafk.

I have feen women who have had the fkin worn off the tops of their fingers in this

employment. Sometimes, however, they are rewarded by finding pieces of gold,

which they call funoo birro, " gold flones," that amply repay them for their trouble.

A woman and her daughter, inhabitants of Kamalia, found in one day two pieces of

this kind ; one of five drachms, and the other of three drachms, weight. But the

moft certain and profitable mode of wafhing is pradtifcd in the height of the dry

feafon by digging a deep pit, like a draw-well, near fome hill whijch has previoufly

been difcovered to contain gold. The pit is dug with fmall fpades or corn hoes, and

the earth is drawn up in large calabafhes. As the Negroes dig through the different

ftrata of clay or fand, a calabafh or two of each is wafhed, by way of experiment j

and in this manner the labourers proceed, until they come to a flratum containing

gold ; or until they are obflruded by rocks, or inundated by water. In general, whea

they come to a ftratum of fine reddifh fand, with fmall black fpecks therein, they find

gold in fume proportion or other, and fend up large calabaflics full of the fand, for the

women to wafh ; for though the pit is dug by the men, the gold is always wafhed by

the women, who are accuitomed from their infancy to a fimilar operation, in fcparating

the hufks of corn from the meal.

As I never defcendcd into uny of thefe pits, 1 cannot fay in what manner they are

worked under ground. Indeed, the ficuation in which I was placed, made it necelTary

for me to be cautious not to incur the fulpicion of the natives, by examining too far

into ihc riches of their country ; but the manner of feparaling the gold from the land

is very flmple, and is frequently performed by thi women in the middle of the town
;

for when the learchers return from the valleys in the evening, th ;y commonly bring

with them each a calabafh or two of fand, to be wafhed by fuch of the females as re-

main at home. The operation is fimply as follows

:

A portion of fand or clay (for gold is fomctimes found in a brown coloured clay),

is put into a large calabaOi, and mixed with a fulHcient quantity of water. The woman,
whole
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whofe office it is, then fliakes the calabafh in fuch a manner as to mix the fand and
water together, and give the whole a rotatory motion ; at firfl gently, but afterwards

more quick, until a fmall portion of fand and water, at every revolution, flies over

the brim of the calabafh. The fand thus feparated, is only the coarfelt particles

mixed with a little muddy water. After the operation has been continued for fome
time, the fand is allowed to fubfide, and the water poured off; a portion of coarfe

fand, vvhich is now uppermofl; in the calabafli, is removed by the hand, and frefli

water being added, the operation is repeated until the water comes off almofl pure.

The woman now takes a fecond calabafh, and fhakes the fand and water gently from

the one to the other, referving that portion of fand which is next the bottom of the

calabafh, and which is mofl likely to contain the gold. This fmall quantity is mixed
with fome pure water, and being moved about in the calabafh, is carefully examined.

If a few particles of gold are picked out, the contents of the other calabafh are ex-

amined in the fame manner ; but, in general, the party is well contented, if fhe can

obtain three or four grains from the contents of both calabafhes. Some women,
however, by long praftice, become fo well acquainted with the nature of the fand, and

the mode of wafhing it, that they will colleft gold, where others cannot find a fingle

particle. The gold-duft is kept in quills, flopt up with cotton ; and the wafhers are

fond of difplaying a number of thefe quills in their hair. Generally fpeaking, if a

perfon ufes common diligence, in a proper foil, it is fuppofed that as much gold may
be collected by him in the courfe of the dry feafon as is equal to the value of two

flaves.

Thus fimple is the procefs by which the Negroes obtain gold in Manding ; and it is

evident, from this account, that the country contains a confiderable portion of this

precious metal ; for many of the fmaller particles mufl neceffarily efcape the obfer-

vation of the naked eye ; and as the natives generally fearch the fands of flreams at a

confiderable diftance from the hills, and confequently far removed from the mines

where the gold was originally produced, the labourers are fometimes but ill paid for

their trouble. Minute particles only of this heavy metal can be carried by the current

to any confiderable diflance ; the larger mufl remain depofited near the original fource

from whence they came. Were the gold-bearing flreams to be traced to their foun-

tains, and the hills from whence they fpring properly examined, the fand in which the

gold is there depofited would, no doubt, be found to contain particles of a much larger

fize •
; and even the fmall grains might be collefted to confiderable advantage by the

ufe of quickfilver, and other improvements, with which the natives are at prefent

unacquainted.

Part of this gold is converted into ornaments for the women ; but, in general, thefe

ornaments are more to be admired for their weight than their workmanfhip. They
are maffy and inconvenient, particularly the ear-rings, which are commonly fo heavy

as to pull down and lacerate the lobe of the ear ; to avoid which they are fupported by
a thong of red leather, which paffes over the crown of the head from one ear to the

other. The necklace difplays greater fancy ; and the proper arrangement of the dif-

ferent beads and plates of gold, is the great criterion of tafle and elegance. When a

• I am informed tliat the gold mine, as it is called, in Wicklow, in Ireland, which was difcovered in the

year 1795, '* "C^' '''^ '°P> ^^^ upon the lleep (lope of a mountain. Here pieces of gold of feveral oujices

weight were frequently found. What woi^ld liave been gold-dull two miles below was here golden gravel;

that is, each grain was like a fmall pebble iu fizcj and one piece was found which weighed near twenty-

two ounces troy.

lady
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lady of copfequence is in full drefs, her gold ornaments may be worth altogether

from fifty to eighty pounds fterling.

A fmall quantity of gold is likewife employed by the Slatees, in defraying the ex-
pences of their journies to and from the coaft ; but by far the greater proportion is

annually carried away by the Moors in exchange for fait and other merchandize.
During my flay at Kamalia, the gold collefted by the different traders at that place,

for fait alone, \vas nearly equal to one hundred and ninety-eight pounds fterling ; and
as Kamalia is but a fmall town, and not much reforted to by the trading Moors, this

quantity muft have borne a very fmall proportion to the gold colledted at Kancaba,
Kankaree, and fome other large towns. The value of fait in this part of Africa is very
great. One flab, about two feet and a half in length, fourteen inches in breadth, and
two inches in thicknefs, will fometimes fell for about two pounds ten (hillings fterling,

and from one pound fifteen (hillings to two pounds, may be confidered as the common
price. Four of thefe flabs are confidered as a load for an afs, and fix for a bullock.

The value of European merchandize in Manding varies very much, according to the

fupply from the coaft, or the dread of war in the country ; but the return for fuch
articles is commonly made in (laves. The price of a prime (lave, when I was at

Kamalia, was from nine to twelve minkallies, and European commodities had then
nearly the following value

:

18 gun flints,
'\

48 leaves of tobacco, f •
1 n-^

, r A ? one mmkalu.
20 charges 01 gunpowder, I

A cutlafs, 3
A mu(ket from three to four minkallies.

The produce of the country, and the different neceflfaries of life when exchanged
for gold, fold as follows :

Common provifions for one day, the weight of one teelee-kijft, (a black bean,

fix of which make the weight of one minkalii) ;— a chicken, one teelee-kiffi,— a
fheep, three teelee-kifli,— a bullock, one minkalii,— a horfe from ten to feventeen

minkallies.

The Negroes weigh the gold in fmall balances, which they always carry about

them. They make no difference in point of value, between gold dud and wrought
gold. In bartering one article for another the perfon who receives the gold always
weighs it with his own teelee-kifli. Thefe beans are fometimes fraudulently foaked in

Shea butter, to make them heavy ; and I once faw a pebble ground exactly into the

form of one of them : but fuch practices are not very common.
Having now related the fubfl:ance of what occurs to my recolledion concerning the

African mode of obtaining gold from the earth, and its value in barter, I proceed to

the next article, of which 1 propofed to treat, namely, ivory.

Nothing creates a greater furprife among the Negroes on the fea coafl, than the

eagernefs difplayed by the European traders to procure elephants' teeth ; it being ex-

ceedingly difficult to make them comprehend to what uie it is applied. Although
they are (hewn knives with ivory hafts, combs, and toys of the fame material, and are

convinced that the ivory thus manufactured, was originally parts of a tooth, they arc

not fatisfied. They fufped that this commodity is more frequently converted in Eu-
rope, to purpofes of far greater* importance ; the true nature of which is fludioufly

concealed from them, lelt the price of ivory fliould be enhanced. They cannot, they

fay, eafily perfuade themfelves that (hips would be built, and voyages undertaken, to

procure
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procure an article, which had no other value than that of furnifliing handles to knives,

$:c. when pi'?ces of word would anfwer the purpofe equally well.

Elephants are very numerous in the interior of Africa, but they appear to be a

difti'ici: ("pecies from thofe found in Afia. BUimenbach, in his figures of objeds of

natural hiftory, has giv3n good drawings of a grinder of each ; and the variation is

evident. M. Cuvier alfo has given in the Magazin Encyclopedique, a clear account of

the 'lifFerence between them. As I never examined the Afiatic elephant, I have

choli.'!! rather to refer to thofe writers, than advance this as an opinion of my own.

It has been faid that the African elephant is of a lefs docile nature than the Afiatic,

and incapable oi being tamed. The Negroes certainly do not at prefent tame them; but

when we confider that the Carthaginians had always tame elephants in their armies,

and aclually tranfported fome of them to Italy in the courfe of the Punic wars ; it feems

more liktly that they fhould have poffefl'ed the art of taming their own elephants,

than have fubmitted to the expence of bringing fuch vafl: animals from Afia. Perhaps,

the barbarous prattice of hunting the African elephants for the fake of their teeth, has

rendered them more untraftable and favage, than they were found to be in former

times.

The greater part of the ivory which is fold on the Gambia, and Senegal rivers, is

brought from the interior country. The lands towards the coaft are too fwampy,

and too much interfered with creeks and rivers, for fo bulky an animal as the ele-

phant to ti'avel through, without being difcovered ; and when once the natives difcern

the marks of his feet in the earth, the whole village is up in arms. The thoughts of

feafting on his flcfh, making fandals of his hide, and felling the teeth to the Europeans,

infpire every one with courage ; and the animal feldom efcapes from his purfuers ; but

in the plains of Bambarra and Kaarta, and the extenfive vifilds of Jallonkadoo, the ele-

phants arc vei-y numerous ; and, from the great fcarcity of gunpowder in thofe diftri£ts,

they are lefs annoyed by the natives.

Scattered teeth are frequently picked up in the woods, and travellers are very dili-

gent in looking for them. It is a common pradice with the elephant to thrufl: his

teeth under the roots of fuch Ihrubs and buflies as grow in the more dry and elevated

parts of the country where the foil is fhallow. Thefe bufhes he eafily overturns, and

feeds on the roots, which are in general more tender and juicy than the hard woody

branches or the foliage ; but when the teeth are partly decayed by age, and the roots

more firmly fixed, the great exertions of the animal, in this praftice, frequently

caufes them to break (hort. At Kamalia I faw two teeth, one a very large one, which

were found in the woods, and which were evidently broken off in this manner. In-

deed it is difficult otherwife to account for fuch a large proportion of broken ivory, as

is daily offered for fale, at the different factories ; for when the elephant is killed

in hunting, unlcfs he dalhes himfelf over a precipice, the teeth are always extraded

entire.

There are certain feafons of the year when the elephants collefl: into large herds,

end traverfe the country in quefl of food or water ; "and as all that part of the country

to the nji'ih of the Niger is deftitute of rivers, whenever the pools in the woods

arc dri.it up. the elephants approach towards the banks of that river. Here they

continue until the commencement of the rainy feafon, in the months of June or July;

and during this time they are much hunted by fuch of the Bambarrans as have gun-

powder to fpare. The elephant hunters feldom go out fingly ; a party of four or five

join together ; and having each fumilhcd himfelf with powder and ball, and a quan-

tity of corn-meal in a leather bag, fulEcient for five or fix days' provifion, they enter

14 the
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the mofl: unfrequented parts of the wood, and examine with great care every thing that

can lead to the difcovery of the elephants. In this purfuit, notwithftanding the bulk

of the animal, very great nicety of obfervation is required. The broken branches,

the fcattered dung of the animal, and the marks of his feet, are carefully infpefted
;

and many of the hunters have, by long experience and attentive obfervation, become
fo expert in their fearch, that as foon as they obferve the foot-marks of an elephant,

they will tell almoft to a certainty at what time it paffed, and at what diftance it will

be found.

When they difcover a herd of elephants, ihey follow them at a diftance, until they

perceive fome one ftray from the reft, and come into fuch a fituation as to be fired

at wiih advantage. The hunters then approach with great caution, creeping amongft
the long grafs, until they have got near enough to be fure of their aim. They then

difcharge all their pieces at once, and throw themfelves on their faces among the

grafs. The wounded elephant immediately applies his trunk to the different wounds,
but being unable to extraft the balls, and feeing nobody near him, becomes quite

furious, and runs about amongft the bufties, until by fatigue and lofs of blood he has

exhaufted himfelf, and affords the hunters an opportunity of firing a fecond time at

him, by which he is generally brought to the ground.

The fkin is now taken off, and extended on the ground with pegs, to dry ; and
fuch parts of the flefli as are moft efteemed, are cut up into thin flices, and dried in the

fun, to ferve for provifions on fome future occafion. The teeth are ftruck out with a
light hatchet, which the hunters always carry along with them ; not only for that

purpofe, but alfo to enable them to cut down fuch trees as contain honey ; for though
they carry with them only five or fix days' provifions, they will remain in the woods
for months, if they are fuccefsful ; and fupport themfelves upon the flefli of fuch

elephants as they kill, and wild honey.

The ivory thus collcfted, is feldom brought down to the coaft by the hunters

themfelves. They difpofe of it to the itinerant merchants, who come annually from
the coaft with arms and ammunition, to purchafe this valuable commodity. Some
of thefe merchants will colleft ivory in the courfe of one feafon, fuflicient to load

four or five affes. A great quantity of ivory is likcwife brought from the interior,

by the flave coffles ; there are, however, fome Slatccs, of the Mahomcdan perfuafion,

who, from motives qf religion, will not deal in ivory, nor eat of the flefli of the

elephant, unlefs it has been killed with a fpear.

The quantity of ivory colleded in this part of Africa, is not fo great, nor arc the

teeth in general, fo largo as in the countries nearer the Line : few of them weigh

more than eighty, or one hundred pounds ; and upon an average, a bar of European
merchandize may be reckoned as the price of a pound of ivory.

I have now, I truft, in this and the preceding chapters, explained with fufficient

niinutenefs, the nature and extent of the commercial connexion which at prefent

prevails, and has long fubfifted, between the Negro natives of thofe parts of

Africa which I vifited, and the nations of Europe ; and it appears that flaves, gold,

and ivory, together with a few other articles, -y/z. bees-wax and honey, hides, gums,
and dye-woods, conftitute the whole catalogue of exportable commodities. Other
produftions, however, have been incidentally noticed as the growth of Africa

;

fuch as grain of different kinds, tobacco, indigo, cotton-wool, and perhaps a few
others; but all of thefe (which can only be obtained by cultivation and labour) the

natives raife fufficient only for their own immediate expenditure ; nor, under the

prefent fyftem of their laws, manners, trade, and government, can any thing

VOL. XVI. 5 V farther



892 park's travels in AFRICA.

farther be expefled from them. It cannot, however, admit of a doubt, that all the

rich and valuable produdions, both of the Eaft and Weft Indies, might eafily be natu-

ralized, and brought to the utmoft perfedtion, in the tropical parts of this immenfe
continent. Nothing is wanting to this end but example, to enlighten the minds of the

natives, and inftruftion to enable them to direft their induftry to proper objects. It

was not poflible for me to behold the wonderful fertility of the foil, the vaft herds of

cattle, proper both for labour and food, and a variety of other circumftances favour-

able to colonization and agriculture, and reflect, withal, on the means which prefented

themfelves of a vaft inland navigation, without lamenting that a country, fo abundantly

gifted and favoured by nature, fhould remain in its prefent favage and negleded

ftate. Much more did I lament, that a people of manners and difpofition fo gentle

and benevolent, fhould either be left as they now are, immerfed in the grofs and un-

comfortable blindnefs of pagan fuperftition, or permitted to become converts to a fyf-

tem of bigotry and fanaticifm ; which, without enlightening the mind, often debafes

the heart. On this fubjeci many obfervations might be made j but the reader

will probably think that I have already digrefl'ed too largely ; and I now, therefore, re-

turn to my (ituation at Kamalia.

CHAP. X. — TranfaBions at Kamalia refumed.— Arabic MSS. in U/e among the

Mahomedan Negroes.— Refieclions concerning the Converjion and Education of

the Negro Children.— Return of the Author's Benefador, Karfa.— Further Ac-

count of the Purchafe and Treatment of Slaves.— Fafi of Rhamadan, how obfcrved

by the Negroes. — Author's Anxiety for the Day of Departure. — The Caravan fets

out.— Account of it on its Departure, and Proceedings on the Road until its Arrival

at Kinytakooro.

THE fchoolmafter, to whofe care I was entrufted during the abfence of Karfa, was

a man of a mild difpofition, and gentle manners ; his name was Fankooma ; and
although he himfelf adhered (Irictly to the religion of Mahomet, he was by no means
intolerant in his principles towards others who differed from him. He fpent much of

his lime in reading ; and teaching appeared to be his pleafure, as well as employ-

ment. His fchool confided of feventeen boys, moft of whom were fons of Kafirs

;

and two girls, one of whom was Karfa's own daughter. The girls received

<heir inftruftions in the day-time, but the boys always had their leflbns by the

light of a large fire before daybreak, and again late in the evening ; for being

confidered, during their fcholarfhip, as the domeftic flaves of the mafter, they were
employed in planting corn, bringing fire-wood, and in other fervile offices through
the day.

Exclufive of the Koran, and a book or two of commentaries thereon, the fchool-

mafter poffefTed a variety of manufcripts, which had partly been purchafed from the

trading Moors, and partly borrowed from buflireens in the neighbourhood, and copied

with great care. Other manufcripts had been produced to me at different places in the

courfe of my journey ; and on recounting thofe I had before ieew, and thofe which
were now fhewn to me, and interrogating the fchoolmafter on the fubject, I dii'-

covered that the negroes are in pofl'effion (among others) of an Arabic verfion of

the Pentateuch of Mofes, which they call Taurcta la Moofa. This is fo highly

efteemed that it is often fold for the value of one prime flave. They have likewife a

verfion of the Pfalms of David (Zabora Dawidi) \ and, laftly, the book of Ifaiah,

I of which
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which they call Lbigeeli la Ifa, and it is in very high efteem. I fufped, indeed, that
in all thefc copies, there are interpolations of feme of the peculiar tenets of Mahomet,
for I could diftinguifh in many paflagcs the name of the prophet. It is poffible, how-
ever, that this circumflance might otherwife have been accounted for, ifmy knowledge
of the Arabic had been more extenfive. By means of thofe books, many of the con-
verted Negroes have acquired an acquaintance with fome of the remarkable events
recorded in the Old Teflament. The account of our firft parents ; the death of Abel •

the deluge ; the lives of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob ; the ftory of Jofeph and his bre-
thren ; the hiftory of Mofes, David, Solomon, &:c. All thefe have been related to
me in the Mandingo language, with tolerable exadlnefs, by different people ; and my
furprife was not greater on hearing thefe accounts from the lips of the Negroes, than
theirs, on finding that I was already acquainted with them ; for although the Negroes
in general have a very great idea of the wealth and power of the Europeans, I am afraid

that the Mahomcdan converts among them think but very lightly of our fupcrior attain-

ments in religious knowledge. The white traders in the maritime diftrids take no pains
to counteraft this unhappy prejudice ; always performing their own devotions in

fecret, and feldom condcfcending to converfe with the Negroes in a friendly and
inftruftive manner. To me, therefore, it was not fo much the fubjeft of wonder
as matter of regret, to obferve, that while the fuperftition of Mahomet has, in this

manner, fcattercd a few faint beams of learning among thefe poor people, the pre-
cious light of Chriftianity is altogether excluded. I could not but lament that

although the coaft of Africa has now been known and frequented by the Europeans
for more than two hundred years, yet the Negroes ftill remain entire flrangers to the
doctrines of our holy religion. We are anxious to draw from obfcurity the opinions
and records of antiquity, the beauties of Arabian and Afiatic literature, &c. ; but
while our libraries are thus flored with the learning of various countries, wediftribute
with a parfimonious hand the blcflings of religious truth to the benighted nations of
the earth. The natives of Afia derive but little advantage in this refpeft from an in-

tercourfc with us ; and even the poor Africans, whom we affeft to confider as barba-
rians, look upon us, I fear, as little better than a race of formidable but ignorant
heathens. When I produced Richardfon's Arabic grammar to fome flatees on the
Gambia, they were aftonifhed to think that any European fliould underftand and write

the facred language of their religion. At firfl: they fufpedted that it might have
been written by fome of the flaves carried from the coaft ; but on a clofer examina-
tion, they were fatisfied that no buflirecn could write fuch beautiful Arabic ; and one
of them offered to give me an afs, and fixteen bars of goods, if I would part with the

book. Perhaps, a (hort and eafy introduftion to Chriftianity, fuch as is found
in fome of the catechifms for children, elegantly printed in Arabic, and diftributed

on different parts of the coaft, might have a wonderful effecl. The expence would
be but trifling ; curiofity would induce many to read it ; and the evident fupcriority

which it would poffefs over their prefent manufcripts, both in point of elegance and
cheapnefs, might at laft obtain it a place among the I'chool-books of Africa.

The reflexions which I have thus ventured to fubmit to my readers on this important

fubjeft, naturally fuggefted themfelves to my mind on perceiving the encouragement
which was thus given to learning (fuch as it is) in many parts of Africa. I have

obferved, that the pupils at Kamalia were molt of them the children of Pagans

;

their parents, therefore, could have had no predilettion for the do£trines of Ma-
homet. Their aim was their children's improvement ; and if a more enlightened

fyftem had prefented itfelf, it would probably have been preferred. The children,

5 Y 2 too.
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too, wanted not a fpirit of emulation ; which it is the aim of the tutor to encou-

rage. When any one of them has read through the Koran, and performed a cer-

tain number of public prayers, a feaft is prepared by the fchoolmafter, and the

fcholar undergoes an examination, or (in European terms) takes out his degree. I

attended at three different inaugurations of this fort, and heard with pleafure, the

diftinft and intelligent anfwers which the fcholars frequently gave to the buflireens,

who aflembled on thofe occafions, and a£ted as examiners. When the buflireens

had fatisfied themfelves refpeding the learning and abilities of the fcholar, the laft

page of the Koran was put into his hand, and he was defired to read it aloud : after

the boy had finiflied this leffon, he preffed the paper againfl: his forehead, and pro-

nounced the word Amen ; upon which all the bufhreens roie, and {haking him cor-

dially by the hand, beftowed upon him the title of bulhreen.

When a fcholar has undergone this examination, his parents are informed that he

has completed his education, and that it is incumbent on them to redeem their fon,

by giving to the fchoolmafter a flave, or the price of a flavc in exchange ; which is

always done, if the parents can afford to do it ; if not, the boy remains the domeftic

flave of the fchoolmafter until he can, by his own induftry, colleft goods fufficient to

ranfom himfelf.

About a week after the departure of Karfa, three Moors arrived at Kamalia with

a confiderable quantity of fait, and other merchandize, which they had obtained

on credit, from a merchant of Fezzan, who had lately arrived at Kancaba. Their

engagement was to pay him his price when the goods were fold, which they expeded

would be in the courfe of a month. Being rigid buflireens, they were accommo-
dated with two of Karfa's huts, and fold their goods to very great advantage.

On the 24th of January, Karfa returned to Kamalia with a number of people, and
thirteen prime flaves, which he had purchafed. He likcwife brought with him a

young girl whom he had married at Kancaba, as his fourth wife, and had given her

parents three prime flaves for her. She was kindly received at the door of the balooa

by Karfa's other wives, who conduced their new acquaintance and co-partner into

one of the beft huts, which they had caufed to be fvvept and white-waflied, on pur-

pofe to receive her.*

My clothes were by this time become fo very ragged, that I was almoft afliamed to

appear out of doors ; but Karfa, on the day after his arrival, generoufly prefented

me with fuch a garment and trowfers, as are commonly worn in the country.

The flaves which Karfa had brought with him were all of them prifoners of war

;

they had been taken by the Bambarran army in the kingdoms of Waffela and Kaarta,

and carried lo Sego, where fome of them had remained three years in irons. From
Sego they were fent, in company with a number of other captives, up the Niger in

two large canoes, and offered for fale at Yamina, Bammakoo, and Kancaba ; at

which places the greater number of the captives were bartered for gold-duft, and
the remainder fent forward to Kankaree.

Eleven of them confeffed to me that they had been flaves from their infancy ; but

the other two refufed to give any account of their former condition. They were all

very inquifitive ; but they viewed meat ftrft with looks of horror, and repeatedly

aflied if my countrymen were cannibals. They were very defirous to know what

* The Nrgroe* whitcwaOi their hut» with a mixture of bone-aflies aad water, to which is commonly
iddeda littW gum.

became
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became of the flaves after they had crofled the falt-water. I told them, that they were
employed in cultivating the land ; but they would not believe me ; and one of them,
putting his hand upon the ground, faid with great fimplicity, " Have you really got
*' fuch ground as this to fet your feet upon ?" A deeply-rooted idea that the whites

purchafe Negroes for the purpofe of devouring them, or of felling them to others,

that they may be devoured hereafter, naturally makes the flaves contemplate a journey

towards the coaft with great terror ; infomuch that the flatees are forced to keep them
conftantly in irons, and watch them very cloftly to prevent their efcape. They are

commonly fecured, by putting the right leg of one, and the left of another, into the

fame pair of fetters. By fupporting the fetters with a firing, they can walk, though
very flowly. Every four flaves are likewife fafl:ened together by the necks, with a

ftrong rope of twifted thongs ; and in the night an additional pair of fetters is put on
their hands, and fometimes a light iron chain paflTcd round their necks.

Such of them as evince marks of difcontcnt are fecured in a different manner. A
thick billet of wood is cut about three feet long, and a fmooth notch being made upon
one fide of it, the ankle of the flave is bolted to the fmooth part by means of a ftrong

iron flaple, one prong of which paflcs on each fide of the ankle. All thefe fetters

and bolts are made from native iron ; in the prefent cafe they were put on by the

blackfmiih as foon as the flaves arrived from Kancaba, and were not taken off until

the morning on which the coflle departed for Gambia.

In other refpc£ts, the treatment of the flaves during their flay at Kamalia, was
far from being harfli or cruel. They were led out in their fetters every morning, to

the fliade of the tamarind tree, where they were encouraged to play at games of hazard,

and fmg diverting fongs, to keep up their fpirits ; for though fome of them fultained

the hardfliips of their fituation with amazing fortitude, the greater part were very

much dcjcded, and would fit all day in a fort of fullen melancholy, with their eyes

fixed upon the ground. In the evening, their irons were examined, and their hand-

fetters put on ; after which they were condufted into two large huts, where they

were guarded during the night by Karta's domeftic flaves. But notwithftanding all

this, about a week after their arrival, one of the flaves had the addrefs to procure a

fmall knife, with which he opened the rings of his fetters, cut the rope, and made
his efcape : more of them would probably have got ofl^, had they alTifted each other j

but the flave no fooner found himl'elf at liberty, than he refufcd to flop and affifl in

breaking the chain which was fafl:ened round the necks of his companions.

As all the flatees and flaves belonging to the coflle were now aflVmbled, either at

Kamalia, or fome of the neighbouring villages, it might have been expedcd that we
fhould have fet out immediately for Gambia ; but though the day of our departure

was frequently fixed, it was always found expedient to change it Some of the people

had not prepared their dry provifions; others had gone to vifit their relations, or colleft

fome trifling debts ; and, lafl; of all, it was neceflary to confult whether the day
would be a lucky one. On account of one of thefe, or other fuch caufes, our
departure was put off, day after day, until the month of February was far advanced;

after which all the flatees agreed to remain in their prefent quarters, until the fq/i-

moon was over. And here I may remark, that lofs of time is an objeft of no great

importance in the eyes of a Negro. If he has any thing of confequence to perform,

it is a matter of indifference to him whether he does it to-day or to-morrow, or a

month or two hence : ib long as he can fpend the prefent moment with any degree of

comfort, he gives himfelf very little concern about the future.

is The



896 pakk's travels in afuica.

The faft of Rhamadan was obferved with great ftriftnefs, by all the buflireens; but,

inftcad of compelling me to follow their example, as the Moors did on a fimilar

occafion, Karfa frankly told me that I was at liberty to purfue my own inclination.

In order, however, to manifeft a refpeft for their religious opinions, I voluntarily

fafted three days, which was thought fufficient to fcreen me from the reproachful

epithet of kafir. During the faft, all the flatees belonging to the coffle affembled

every morning in Karfa's houfe, where the fchoolmafter read to them fome religious

leflbns, from a large folio volume, the author of which was an Arab, of the name of

Sheiffa. In the evening, fuch of the women as had embraced Mahomedanifm affembled,

and faid their prayers publicly at the Mifura. They were all dreffed in white, and

went through the different proftrations, prefcribed by their religion, with becoming

folemnity. Indeed, during the whole faft of Rhamadan, the Negroes behaved

themfelves with the greateft meeknefs and humility ; forming a ftriking contraft to

the favage intolerance and brutal bigotry, which at this period characterife the Moors.

When the firft month was almoft at an end, the Bufhreens affembled at the

Mifura, to watch for the appearance of the new moon ; but the evening being rather

cloudy, they were for fome time difappointed, and a number of them had gone

home with a refolution to faft another day, when on a fudden this delightful obje£l

fliowed her fharp horns from behind a cloud, and was welcomed with the clapping

of hands, beating of drums, firing mufkets, and other marks of rejoicing. As this

moon is reckoned extremely lucky, Karfa gave orders that all the people belonging

to the coffle ftiould immediately pack up their dry provifions, and hold themfelves in

readinefs ; and on the 1 6th of April, the Slatees held a confultation, and fixed on the

19th of the fame month, as the day on which the coffle ftiould depart from Kamalia.

This refolution freed me from much uneafinefs ; for our departure had already been

fo long deferred, that I was apprehenfive it might ftill be put off until the commence-

ment of the rainy fcafon ; and although Karfa behaved towards me with the greateft

kindnefs, I found my fituation very unpleafant. The flatees were unfriendly to

me ; and the trading Moors, who were at this time at Kamalia, continued to plot

mifchief againft me, from the firft day of their arrival. Under thefe circumftances,

I refleded, that my life in a great meafure depended on the good opinion of an

individual, who was daily hearing malicious ftories concerning the Europeans ; and

I could hardly expedt that he would always judge with impartiality between me and

his countrymen. Time had, indeed, reconciled me, in fome degree, to their mode
of life ; and a fmoky hut, or a fcanty fupper, gave me no great uneafinefs ; but I

became at laft wearied out with a conftanr ftate of alarm and anxiety, and felt a

painful longing for the manifold bleffmgs of civiUzed fociety.

On the morning of the r7th, a circumftance occurred, which wrought a confider-

able change in my favour. The three trading Moors who had lodged under Karfa's

proteftion, ever fince their arrival at Kamalia, and had gained the efteem of

all the bufhreens, by an appearance of great famftity, fuddenly packed up their

cffeQs, and, without once thanking Karfa for his kindnefs towards them, marched

over the hills to Bala. Every one was aftonifhed at this unexpefted removal ; but

the affair was cleared up in the evening, by the arrival of the Fezzan merchant from

Kancaba (mentioned in p. 894.); who affured Karfa, that thefe Moors had bor-

rowed all their fait and goods from him, and had fent for him to come to Kamalia,

and receive payment. When he was told that they had fled to the weftward, he

wiped a tear from each eye with the Oeeve of his cloak, and exclaimed, " Thefe y^/r-

*' rukas (robbers) are Mahomcdans, but they are not men ; they have robbed me of
" two
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" two hundred minkallies." From this merchant, I received information of the capture

of our Mediterranean convoy by the French, in Oftober 1795.
April

1
9th. The long \vi(hed-for day of our departure was at length arrived :

and the flatces, having taken the irons from their flaves, aflembled with them at the

door of Karfa's hotife, where the bundles were all tied up, and every one had his

load afligned him. The coffle, on its departure from Kamalia, confiftcd of twenty-

feven flaves for fale, the property of Karfa and four other flatees ; but we were after-

wards joined by five at Maraboo, and three at Bala ; making in all thirty-five flaves.

The free men were fourteen in number, but moll ot them had one or two wives

and fome domeftic flaves, and the fchoolmafter, who was now upon his return for

Woradoo, the place of his nativity, took with him eight of his fcholars, fo that the

number of free people and domeitic flaves amounted to thirty- eight, and the whole
amount of the coffle was feventy-three. Among the freemen were fix Jilli keas

(finging men), whofe mufical talents were frequently exerted, either to divert our fa-

tigue, or obtain us a welcome from Itrangers. When we departed from Kamalia, we
were followed for about half a mile by moft of the inhabitants of the town, fome of
them crying, and others fliaking hands with their relations, who were now about to leave

them ; and when we had gained a piece of rifing ground, trom which we had a view

of Kamalia, all the people belonging to the coffle were ordered to fit down in one place,

with their faces towards the weft, and the towns-people were defired to fit down in another

place, with their faces towards Kamalia, In this fituation, the fchoolmafter, with two of

the principal flatees, having taken their places between the two parties, pronounced a long

and folemn prayer ; after which, they walked three times round the cofHe, making an im-

preffion in the ground with the ends of their fpears, and muttering fomething by way
of charm. When this ceremony was ended, all the people belonging to the coffle

fprang up, and without taking a formal farewell of their friends, fet forwards. As
many of the flaves had remained for years in irons, the fudden exertion of walk-

ing quick, with heavy loads upon their heads, occafioned fpafmodic contractions

of their legs, and we had not proceeded above a mile, before it was found necelfary

to take two of them from the rope, and allow them to walk more flowly until we
reached Maraboo, a walled village, where fome people were waiting to join the collie.

Here we ftopt about two hours, to allow the ftrangers time to pack up their pro-

vifions, and then continued our rout to Bala, which town we reached about four in

the afternoon. The inhabitants of Bala, at this feafon of the year, fubfift chiefly on
fifh, which they take in great plenty from the ftreams in the neighbourhood. We re-

mained here until the afternoon of the next day, the 20th, when we proceeded to Wo-
rumbang, the frontier village of Manding, towai'ds .lallonkadoo. As we propofed

fhortly to enter the Jallonka Wildcrnels, the people of this village furniihed us with

great plenty of provifions ; and on the morning of the 2 1 ft we entered the woods

to the weftward of Worumbang. After having travelled fome little way, a confulta-

tion was held, whether we fliould continue our route through the Wildernefs, or

fave one day's provifions by going to Kinytakooro, a town in Jallonkadoo. After de-

bating the mafter for fome time, it was agreed that we fhould take the road for

Kinytakooro ; but as that town was a long day's journey diftant, it was neceffary to

take fome refrefhment. Accordingly every pcrlon opened his provifion-bag, and

brought a handful or two of meal, to the place where Karta and the flatees were fit-

ting. When every one had brought his quota, and the whole was properly arranged

in fmall gourd fhclls, the fchoolmaller oilered up a fliort prayer ; the fubftance of which

was, that God and the holy Prophet might preferve us from robbers and all bad people,

that
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that our provifions might never fail us, nor our limbs become fatigued. This ceremony

being ended, every one partook of the meal, and drank a little water ; after which we
fet forward (rather running than walking), until we came to the river Kokoro, a

branch of the Senegal, where we halted about ten minutes. The banks of this river

are very high, and from the grafs and brufliwood which had been left by the dream,

it was evident that at this place the water had rifen more than twenty feet perpendicu-

lar, during the rainy feafon. At this time it was onlv a fmall ftream fuch as would

turn a mill, fwarming with fifh ; and on account of the number of crocodiles, and the

danger of being carried part the ford by the force of the ftream in the rainy fea-

fon, it is called Kokoro (dangerous). From this place we continu' d to travel with the

greatefl expedition, and in the afternoon crofTed two fmall branches of the Kokoro.

About funfet we came in fight of Kinytakooro, a confiderable town, nearly fquare,

fituated in the middle of a large and well cultivated plain : before we entered the

town, we halted, until the people who had fallen behind, came up. During this day's

travel, two flaves, a woman and a girl belonging to a flatee of Bala, were fo much
fatigued that they could not keep up with the coffle ; they were feverely whipped, and

dragged along until about three o'clock in the afternoon, when they were both affeded

with vomiting, by which it was difcovered that they had eaten clay. This praftice is

by no means uncommon amongft the Negroes ; but whether it arifes from a vitiated

appetite, or from a fettled intention to deftroy themfelves, I cannot affirm. They were

permitted to lie down in the woods, and three people remained with them until they

had refled themfelves ; but they did not arrive at the town until pafl midnight; and

were then fo much exhaufled, that the flatee gave up all thoughts of taking them acrofs

the woods in their prefent condition, and determined to return with them to Bala, and

wait for another opportunity.

As this was the firfl town beyond the limits of Handing, greater etiquette than

ufual was obferved. Every perfon was ordered to keep in his proper ftation, and

wemarched towards the town, in a fort of proceffion, nearly as follows :—In front, five

or fix finging men, all of them belonging to the coffle ; thefe were followed by the

other free people ; then came the flaves faflened in the ufual way by a rope round

their necks, four of them to a rope, and a man with a fpear between each four ; after

them came the domeftic flaves, and in the rear the women of free condition, wives of

the flatees, &c. In this manner we proceeded until we came within a hundred

yards of the gate, when the finging men began a loud fong, well calculated to flatter

the vanity of the inhabitants, by extolling their known hofpitality to flrangers, and

their particular friendfhip for the Mandingoes. When we entered the town, we pro-

ceeded to the bentang, where the people gathered round us to hear our dentegi (hif-

tory ) ; this was related publicly by two of the finging men ; they enumerated every

little circumftance which had happened to the coffle ; beginning with the events of

the prefent day, and relating every thing, in a backward feries, uatil they reached Ka-

malia. When this hiflory was ended, the mafter of the town gave them a fmall pre-

fent ; and all the people of the coffle, both free and enflaved, were invited by fome per-

fon or other, and accommodated with lodging and provifions for the night.

I

CHAP.
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CHAP. XI.— The Cofflc crops the Jallonka Wildernefs. -— Miferahle Fate of one of
the female Slaves ; — arrives at Soofeeta ; proceeds to Manna.— Some Account
ofthcJallonkas.— Croffcs the main Stream of the Senegal. — Bridge of a fmgular
Conflrtidion. — Arrives at Malacotta. — Remarkable Condud of the King rf the

Jalofs.

WE continued at Kinytakooro until noon of the 2 ad of April, when we removed to a

village about feven miles to the weftward ; the inhabitants of which being apprehen-

five of hoftilities from the foulahs of Fooladoo, were at this time employed in con-

ftrucling fmall temporary huts among the rocks, on the fide of a high hill clofe to the

village. The fituation was almoft impregnable, being every where furrounded with

high precipices, except on the eaftern fide, where the natives had left a pathway
fuflicient to allow one perfon at a time to afcend. Upon the brow of the hill, imme-
diately over this path, I obferved feveral heaps of large loofe ftoncs, which the people

told me were intended to be thrown down upon the foulahs, if they fhould attempt

the hill.

At day-break, on the 23d, we departed from this village, and entered the Jallonka

wildernefs. We paffed, in the courfe of the morning, the ruins of two fmall towns,

which had lately been burnt by the foulahs. The fire mull have been very intenfe ;

for I obferved that the walls of many of the huts were flightly vitrified, and appeared

at a diflance as if covered with a red varnifh. About ten o'clock we came to the

river Wonda, which is fomewhat larger than the river Kokoro ; but the ftream was
at this time rather muddy, which Karfa affured me was occafioned by amazing
fhoals of fifli. They were indeed feen in all direftions, and in fuch abundance, that

I fancied the water itfelf tailed and fmelt filhy. As foon as we had croffed the river,

Karfa gave orders that all the people of the cofflc fliould in future keep clofe together,

and travel in their proper ftation ; the guides and young men were accordingly

placed in the van, the women and flavcs in the centre, and the freemen in the rear.

In this order, we travelled with uncommon expedition through a woody, but beautiful

country, interfperfed with a pleafing variety of hill and dale, and abounding with par-

tridges, guinea-fowls, and deer, until funfct ; when we arrived at a moli i-omantic

ftream called Co-mcifl'ang. My arms and neck having been cxpofed to the fun during

the whole day, and irritated by the rubbing of my drefs in walking, were now very

much inflamed and covered with blillers ; and I was happy to embrace the oppor-

tunity, while the coffle refted on the bank of this river, to bathe myfelf in the ftream.

This praftice, together with the cool of the evening, much diminiflied the inflamma-

tion. About three milts to the weftward of tlie Co-meifl'ang we halted in a thick

wood, and kindled our fires for the night. We were all by this time very much
fatigued ; having, as I judged, travelled this day thirty miles; but no perfon was heai'd

to complain. Whilft iupper was preparing, Karfa made one of the ilaves break fome
branches from the trees for my bed. When we had finifhed our fupper of kouikous,

moiftcncd with fome boiling water, and put the flaves in irons, we all lay down to

flcep ; but we were frequently difturbed in the night by the howling of wild hearts
j

and we found the fmall brown ants very troublefome.

April 24ih. Before day-break the buflircens laid their morning prayers, and moft

of the iree people drank a little moeni/ig (a fort of gruel), part of which was likewife

given to fuch of the flavcs as appeared lealt able to fuftain the fatigues of the day.
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One of Karfa's female flaves was very fulky, and when fonie gruel was oftered to her,

{he refufed to drink it. As foon as day dawned we fet out, and travelled the whole

morning over a wild and rocky country, by which my feet were very much bruifed
;

and I was f?dly apprthenfive that I fhould not be able to keep up with the coffle during

the day ; but I was in a great meafure relieved from this anxiety, when I obferved

that others were more exhaufled than myfelf. In particular the woman flave, who
had refufed vidluals in the morning, began now to lag behind, and complain dreadfully

of pains in her legs. Her load was taken from her, and given to another flave, and

(he was ordered to keep in the front of the coffle. About eleven o'clock, as we were

refting by a fmall rivulet, fome of the people difcovered a hive of bees in a hollow tree,

and they were proceeding to obtain the honey, when the largeft fvvarm I ever beheld,

flew out, and attacking the people of the coffle, made us fly in all direftions. I

took the alarm firft, and I believe was the only perfon who efcaped with impunity.

When our enemies thought fit to defift from purfuing us, and every perfon was

employed in picking out the ftings he had received, it was difcovered that the poor

woman abovementioned, whofe name was Nealee, was not come up ; and as many of

the flaves in their retreat had left their bundles behind them, it became neceflary

for fome perfons to return, and bring them. In order to do this with fafety, fire was

fet to the grafs, a confiderable way to the eaftward of the hive, and the wind driving

the fire furioufly along, the party pufhed through the fmoke, and recovered the

bundles. They likewife brought with them poor Nealee, whom they found lying by

the rivulet. She was very much exhaufted, and had crept to the flream in hopes to

defend herfelf from the bees by throwing water over her body, but this proved

ineffedual ; for flie was flung in the mod dreadful manner.

When the flatees had picked out the ftings as far as they could, (he was waflied

with water, and then rubbed with bruifed leaves ; but the wretched woman obfti-

nately refufed to proceed any farther ; declaring that ihe would rather die than walk

another ftep. As entreaties and threats were ufed in vain, the whip was at length

applied : and after bearing patiently a few ftrokes, flie darted up, and walked with

tolerable expedition for four or five hours longer, when flie made an attempt to run

away from the coffle, but was fo very weak, that fhe fell down in the grafs. Though
(he was unable to rife, the whip was a fecond time applied, but without efl'eft ; upon

which Karfa defir.^d two of the flatees to place her upon the afs which carried our

dry provifions ; but fhe could not fit ereft ; and the afs being very refraftory, it was

found impoffible to carry her forward in that manner. The flatees however were

unwilling to abandon her, the day's journey being nearly ended ; they therefore made
a fort of litter of bamboo canes, upon which flie was placed, and tied on it with flips of

bark : this litter was carried upon the heads of two flaves, one walking before the other,

and they were followed by two others, who relieved them occafionally. In this manner

the woman was carried forward until it was dark, when we reached a ftream of water,

at the foot of a high hill called Gankaran-Kooro ; -and here we fl:opt for the night,

and fet about preparing our fupper. As we had eat only one handful of meal fince

the preceding night, and travelled all day in a hot fun, many of the flavef, who had

loads upon their heads, were very much fatigued : and fome of them Jhapt their

fingers, which among the Negroes is a fure fign of defperation. The flatees imme-

diately put them all in irons ; and fuch of them as had evinced figns of great defpon-

dency, were kept apart from the reft, and had their hands tied, in the morning they

were found greatly recovered.

April
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April 25th. At day-break poor Nealee was awakened ; but her limbs were now
become fo ftifF and painful, that fhe could neither walk nor ftand ; (he was therefore

lifted, like a corpfe, upon the back of the afs ; and the flatecs endeavoured to fecure

her in that fituation, by faftening her hands together under the afs's neck and her feet

under the belly, with long flips of bark ; but the afs was fo very unruly that no fort of

treatment could induce him to proceed with his load ; and as Nealee made no exertion

to prevent herfelf from falling, fhe was quickly thrown off, and had one of her legs

much bruifed. Every attempt to carry her forward being thus found ineffectual, the

general cry of the coffle was, kang-tegi, kang-tegi, " cut her throat, cut her throat
;"

an operation I did not wilh to fee performed, and therefore marched onwards with

the foremofl of the coffle. I had not walked above a mile when one of Karfa's domeflic

flavcs came up to me, with poor Nealee's garment upon the end of his bow, and ex-

claimed Nealee affeeleeta (Nealee is loft). I afked him whether the flatees had given

him the garment as a reward for cutting her throat ; he replied, that Karta and

the fchoolmafter would not confent to that meafure, but had left her on the

road, where undoubtedly fhe foon perifhed, and was probably devoured by wild

beafts.

The fad fate of this wretched woman, notwithflanding the outcry before men-
tioned, made a flrong imprefTion on the minds of the whole coffle, and the fchool-

mafter fafted the whole of the enfuing day, in confequence of It. We proceeded in

deep filence, and foon afterward crofted the river Furkoomah, which was about as

large as the river Wonda. We now travelled with great expedition, every one being

apprehenfive he might otherwife meet with the fate of poor Nealee. It was how-

ever with great difficulty that I could keep up, although I threw away my fpear, and

every thing that could in the leaft obftrudl: me. About noon we faw a large herd of

elephants, but they fufFered us to pafs unmolefted, and in the evening we halted near a

thicket of bamboo, but found no water ; fo that we were forced to proceed four miles

farther, to a fmall ftream, where we ftopt for the night. We had marched this day, as

I judged, about twenty-fix miles.

April 26th. This morning two of the fchoolmafter's pupils complained much of

pains in their legs, and one of the flaves walked lame, the foles of his feet being very

much bliftcrcd and inflamed ; we proceeded, notwithftanding, and about eleven o'clock

began to afccnd a rocky hill called Boki-Kooro, and it was part two in the afternoon

before we reached the level ground on the other fide. This was the mofl rocky road

we had yet encountered, and it hurt our feet much. In a fhort time wc arrived at a

pretty large river called Boki, which wc forded : it ran fmooth and clear, over a bed

of whinftone. About a mile to the weflward of the river, we came to a road which

leads to the north-caft towards Gadou, and feeing the marks of many horfes' feet upon

the foft fand, the flatees conjedurcd that a party of plunderers had lately rode that

way, to fall upon fome town of Gadou ; and left they Ihould difcover, upon their

return, that we had paflTed, and attempt to purfuc us by the marks of our feet, the coffle

was ordered to difperfe, and travel in a loofe manner through the high grafs and buflies.

A little before it was dark, having crofled the ridge of hills to the weftward of the

river Boki, wc came to a well called cullong qui (white fand well), and here we refted

for the night.

April 27th. We departed from the well early in the morning, and walked on, with

the greateft alacrity, in hopes of reaching a town before night. The road, during the

forenoon, led through extenfive thickets of dry bamboos. About two o'clock we came

5x2 to
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to a ftream called Nunkolo, where we were each of us regaled with a handful of meal,

which, according to a fuperftitious cuftom, was not to be eaten until ir was firll moiflened

with water from this Itream. About four o'clock v/e reached Soofeeta, a fmall

Jallonka village, fituated in the diftrict of Kullo, which comprehends all that traft of

country lying along the banks of the Black river, or main branch of the Senegal.

Thefe were the firft human habitations we had feen fmce we left the village to the weft-

ward of Kinytakooro ; having travelled in the courfe of the laft five days upwards of

one hundred miles. Here, after a great deal of entreaty, we were provided with

huts to Heep in ; but the mafter of the village plainly told us that he could not give

us any provifions, as there had lately been a great fcarcity in this part of the countr)'.

He aflured us, that before they had gathered in their prefent crops, the whole inhabitants

of Kullo had been for t\yenty-nine days without tafting corn ; during which time, they

fnpported themi'elves entirely upon the yellow powder which is found in the pods of

the niita, fo called by the natives, a fpecies of mimofa ; and upon the feeds of the

bamboo cane, which when properly pounded and drefl'ed, tafte very much like rice.

As our dry provifions were not yet exhaufted, a confiderable quantity of koulkous was

drefled for fupper, and many of the villagers were invited to take part of the repaft ;

but they made a very bad return for this kindnefs ; for in the night they fei'zed upon

one of the fchoolmafter's boys, who had fallen afleep under the Bentang tree, and

carried him away. The boy fortunately awoke before he was far from the village, and

fetting up a loud fcream, the man who carried -him, put his hand upon his mouth, and

ran with him into the woods : but afterward underilanding that he belonged to the

fchoolmafter, whole place of refidcnce is only three days journey diftant, he thought,

I fuppofe, that he could not retain him as a flave without the fchoolmafter's knowledge
j

and therefore ftripped off the boy's clothes and permitted him to return.

April 28th. Early in the morning we departed from Soofeeta, and about ten o'clock

came to an unwalled town called Manna ; the inhabitants of which were employed in

collefting the fruit of the nitta trees, which are very numerous in this neighbourhood.

The pods are long and narrow, and contain a few black feeds enveloped in the fine

mealy powder before mentioned ; the meal itfelf is of a bright yellow colour refem-

bling the flour of fulphur, and has a fweet mucilaginous tafte: when eaten by itfelf it

is clammy, but when mixed with milk or water, it conftitutes a very pleafant and nou-

rifhing article of diet.

The language of the people of Manna is the fame that is fpoken of all over that ex-

tenfive and hilly country called Jallonkadoo. Some of the words have a great affinity

to the Mandingo, but the natives themfelves confider it as a diftindt language : their

numerals are thefe.

One Kidding.

Two Fidding.

Three Sarra.

Four NiiTii.

Five —

—

Soolo.

Six Scni.

Seven Soolo jnajidding.

Eight —

—

Sco/o mafarra.
Nine Soolo ma nani.

Ten l^uff,

'

The



park's travels in AFRICA. 903

The Jallonkas, like the Mandingoes, are governed by a number of petty chiefs, who
are, ia a great meafiirc, independent of each other; they have no common fovereign

;

and the chiefs are feldom upon fuch terms of friendfhip as to affift each other, even in

war time. The chief of Manna, with a number of his people, accompanied us to

the banks of the Bafing, or Black River (a principal branch of the Senegal), which we
crofled upon a bridge of bamboos, of a very fmgular conftruclion. The river at this

place is Imooth and deep, and has very little current. Two tall trees, when tied to-

gether by the tops, arc fufiiciently long to reach from one fide to the other ; the roots

refting upon the rocks, and the tops floating in the water. When a few trees have

been placed in this diredion, they are covered with dry bamboos, fo as to form a float-

ing bridge, with a Hoping gangway at each end, where the trees reft upon the rocks.

This bridge is carried away every year by the fwelling of the river in the rainy feafon,

and is conftantly rebuilt by the inhabitants of Manna, who, on that account, expe£l: a

fmali tribute from every paflenger.

In the afternoon we paflfed feveral villages, at none of which could we procure a

lodging; and in the twilight we received information that two hundred Jallonkas had
aflembled near a town called Melo, with a view to plunder the cofllc. This induced us-

to alter our courfe, and wc travelled with great fecrecy until midnight, when we ap-

proached a town called Koba. Before we entered the town, the names of all the

people belonging to the coffle were called over, and a freeman and three flaves were
found to be mifling. Every perfon immediately concluded that the flaves had mur-
dered the freeman, and made their efcape. It was therefore agreed that fix people

fliould go back as far as the laft village, and endeavour to find his body, or colle£l

fome information concerning the flaves. In the mean time the coffle was ordered to

lie concealed in a cotton field near a large nitta tree, and nobody to fpeak except

in a whifper. It was towards morning before the fix men returned, having heard
nothing of the man or the flaves. As none of us had tafl:ed viduals for the lad twenty-

four hours, it was agreed that we fliould go into Koba, and endeavour to procure fome
provifions. We accordingly entered the town before it was quite day, and Karfa pur-
chafed from the chief man, for three firings of beads, a confiderablc quantity of ground
nuts, which we roafled and eat for broakfaft ; we were afterwards provided with huts,

and refted here for the day.

About eleven o'clock, to our great joy and furprife, tlie freeman and flaves, who
had parted from the collie the preceding night, entered the town. One of the flaves,

it feenis, had hurt his foot, and the night being very dark, they foon loft fight of the

coflle. The freeman, as foon as lie found hiinfolf alone with the flaves, was aware of
his own danger, and infilled on putting them in irons. I'hc flaves were at firll: rather

unwilling to fubmit, but when he threatened to ftab them one by one with his fpear,

they made no furthr;r refiftance ; and he remained with them among the buflics until

morning, when he let them out of irons, and came to the town in hopes of hearing

which route the coflle had taken. The information that we received concerning the

Jallonkas, who intended to rob the coffle, was this day confirmed, and we were forced to

remain here until the afternoon of the 30th : when Karfa hired a number of people to

protedl us, and we proceeded to a village called Tinkingtang. Departing from tin's

village on the day following, we crvjfled a high ridge of mountains to the wefl of the

Black River, and travelled over a rough ftony country until lunfet, when we arrived

at Lingicotta, a fmall village in the diltrid of Woradoo. Here wc fhook out the lafl

handful of meal from our dry provifion bags ; this being the fecond day ( fince we
crofled
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crofled the Black. River) that we had travelled from morning until night without tafting

one morfel of food.

May 2d. We departed from Lingicotta ; but the flaves being very much fatigued,

we halted for the night at a village about nine miles to the weftward, and procured

fome provifions through the interefh of the fchoolmafter, who no\y fent forward a

meffenger to Malacotta, his native town, to inform his friends of his arrival in the

country, and to defire them to provide the neceflary^ quantity of viftuals to entertain

the coffle for two or three days.

May 3d. We fet out for Malacotta, and about noon arrived at a village, near a con-

fiderable flream of water which flows to the weftward ; here we determined to ftop

for the return of the meffenger which had been fet to Malacotta the day before ; and

as the natives affured me that there were no crocodiles in this ftream, I went and bathed

myfelf. Very few people here can fwim ; for they came in numbers to diffuade me
from venturing into a pool, where they faid the water would come over my head.

About two o'clock the meffenger returned from Malacotta ; and the fchoolmafter's

elder brother being impatient to fee him, came along with the meffenger to meet him
at this village. The interview between the two brothers, who had not feen each other

for nine years, was very natural and affecting. They fell upon each other's neck,

and it was fome time before either of them could fpeak. At length, when the

fchoolmafter had a little recovered himfelf, he took his brother by the hand, and

turning round, " This is the man," (faid he, pointing to Karfa) " who has been my
" father in Manding; I would have pointed him out fooner to you, but my heart was
« too full."

We reached Malacotta in the evening, where we were well received. This is an
unwalled town ; the huts for the moft part are made of fplit cane, twifted into a fort

of wicker-work, and plaftered over with mud. Here we remained three days, and

were each day prefented with a bullock from the fchoolmafter ; we were likewise well

entertained by the townfpeople, who appear to be very adive and induftrious. They
make very good foap, by boiling ground nuts in water and then adding a ley of

wood afhes. They likewife manufafture excellent iron, which they carry to Bondou
to barter for fait. A party of the townfpeople had lately returned from a trading

expedition of this kind, and brought information concerning a war between Almami
Abdulkader King of Foota Torra, and Damel King of the Jaloffs. The events of
this war foon became a favourite fubjedl with the fmging men, and the common
topic of converfation in all the kingdoms bordering upon the Senegal and Gambia

;

and as the account is fomewhat fingular, I ftiall here abridge it for the reader's informa-

tion. The King of Foota Torra, inflamed with a zeal for propagating his religion, had

fent anembaffy toDamel. The ambaffador,on the occafion, was accompanied by two of

the principal buftireens, who carried each a large knife, fixed on the top of a long pole.

As foon as he had procured admiflion into the prefence of Damel, and announced the

pleafure of his fovereign, he ordered the buflirecns to pr^fent the emblems of his miffion.

The two knives were accordingly laid before Damel, and the ambaffador explained him-

felf as follows: " With this knife, (faid he) Abdulkader will condefcend to fhave the
*' head of Damel, if Damel will embrace the Mahomedan faith ; and with this other
*' knife, Abdulkader will cut the throat of Damel, if Damel refufes to embrace it :—

-

" take your choice." Damel coolly told the ambaffador that he had no choice to make:

he neither chofc to have his head ft)aved, nor his throat cut; and with this anfwer the

ambaffador was civilly difmiffed. Abdulkader took his meafures accordingly, and

1

3

with
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with a powerful army invaded Darnel's country. The inhabitants of the towns and
villages filled up their wells, deflroyed their provifions, carried oft" their effects, and
abandoned their dwellings, as he approached. By this means he was led on from
place to place, until he had advanced three days journey into the country of the

Jaloffs. He had, indeed, met with no oppofuion ; but his army had fufFcrcd fo

much from the fcarcity of water, that feveral of his men had died by the way. This

induced him to direft his march towards a watering place in the woods, where his

men, having quenched their thirfl, and being overcome with fatigue, lay down care-

lefsly to fleep among the bulhes. In this fituation they were attacked by Darnel before

daybreak, and completely routed. Many of them were trampled to death as they lay

afleep, by the Jaloff horfes ; others were killed in attempting to make their efcape

;

and a ftill greater number were taken prifoners. Among the latter, was Abdulkader
himfelf. This ambitious or rather frantic prince, who, but a month before bad fent

the threatening meifage to Darnel, was now himielf led into his prefence, a miferable

captive. The behaviour of Damel on this occafion is never mentioned by the fiuging

men but in terms of the higheft approbation; and it was indeed fo extraordinary in

an African prince, that the reader may find it difEcult to give credit to the recital.

"When his royal prifoner was brought before him in irons, and thrown upon the

ground, the magnanimous Damel, inftead of fetting his foot upon his neck, and
{tabbing him with his fpear, according to cuftom in fuch cafes, addrefled him as fol-

lows : " Abdulkader, anfwer me this queflion. If the chance of war had placed me
" in your fituation, and you in mine, how would you have treated me?" " I would
" have thruft my fpear into your heart," returned Abdulkader with great firmnefs ;

" and I know that a fimilar fate awaits me." " Not fo," faid Damel ; " my fpear is

*' indeed red with the blood of your fubjefts killed in battle, and I could now give it

" it a deeper ftain, by dipping it in your own ; but this would not build up my towns,
" nor bring to life the thoufands who fell in the woods. I will not therefore kill you
" in cold blood, but I will retain you as my flave, until I perceive that your prefence
" in your own kingdom will be no longer dangerous to your neighbours; and then
" I will confider of the proper way of difpofing of you." Abdulkader was accord-

ingly retained, and worked as a flave for triree months; at the end of which period

Daniel liftened to the felicitations of the inhabitants of Foota Torra, and refloi-cd to

them their king. Strange as this (lory may appear, I have no doubt of the truth of

it : it was told me at Malacotta by the Negroes ; it was afterwards related to me by
the Europeans on the Gambia ; by fome of the French at Goree ; and confirmed

by nine flaves who were taken prifoners along with Abdulkader, by the watering

place in the woods, and carried in the fame fhip with me to the Weft Indies.

CHAP. XII.

—

The Caravan proceeds to Konkadoo, and croffes the Falcme River;—
its Arrival at Baniferile, Kirwani, and Tambacunda.— Incidents on the Road.— A
Alatrimonial Cafe. — The Caravan proceeds through many Touns and Villages, and
arrives at length on the Banks of the Gambia ; paffcs through Medina., the Capital

of IVooli ; and finally Jlops at Jindey.— The Author, accompanied by Karfa, pro-

ceeds to Pifana.— Various Occurrences previous to hir Departure from Africa.

ON the 7th of May we departed from Malacotta, and having croflld the Ba key
*' Honey river," a branch of the Senegal, we arrived in the evening at a walled town,

called
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called BIntingala ; where we reflcd two days. From thence, in one day more, we
proceeded to Dindikoo, a fmall town fituated at the bo.tom of a high ridge of hills

from which this diftrift is named Konkadoo, " the country of mountains." Thcfe hills

arc very produdtive of gold. I was fliewn a fmall quantity of this metal, which had

been lately collefled : the grains were about the ufual fize, but much flatter than thofe

of Manding, and were found in white quartz, which had been broken to pieces by ham-

mers. At this town I met with a Negro, whofe hair and Ikin were of a dull v/hite

colour. He was of that fort which are called in the Spanifli Weft Indies Albinos, or

White Negroes. The fkin is cadaverous and unfightly, and the natives confidered this

complexion (I believe truly) as the eftecl of difeafe.

May nth. At daybreak we departed from Dindikoo, and after a toilfome day's

travel, arrived in the evening at Satadoo, the capital of a dirtrifl: of the fame name.

This town was formerly of confiderable extent; but many families had left it in

confequence of the predatory incurfions of the foulahs of Foota Jalla, who made
it a pradice to come fecretly through the woods, and carry off people from the corn-

fields, and even from the wells near the town, in the afternoon of the 12th, we
crofl'ed the Faleme river, the fame which I had formerly crofled at Bondou in my
journey eaflward. This river, at this feafon of the year, is eafily forded at this

place, the ftream being only about two feet deep. The water is very pure, and flows

rapidly over a bed of fand and gravel. We lodged for the night at a fmall village

called Medina, the fole property of a Mandingo merchant, who, by a long inter-

courfe with Europeans, has been induced to adopt fome of their cuftoms. His victuals

were fervcd up in pewter difties, and even his houfes were built after the fafliion of the

Englifli houfes on the Gambia.

May 1 3th. In the morning, as we were preparing to depart, a coffle of flaves be-

longing to fome Serawoolli traders, crofTed the river, and agreed to proceed with us

to Baniferile, the capital of Dentila ; a very long day's journey from this place. We
accordingly fet out together, and travelled with great expedition through the woods

until noon ; when one of the Serawoolli flaves dropt the load from his head, for

which he was fmartly whipped. The load was replaced ; but he had not proceeded

above a mile before he let it fall a fecond time, for which he received the fame punifh-

ment. After this he travelled in great pain until about two o'clock, when we ftopt to

breathe a little, by a pool of water, the day being remarkably hot. The poor flave was

now fo completely cxhaufted that his mafter was obliged to releafe him from the rope,

for he lay motionlefs on the ground. A Serawoolli therefore undertook to remain

with him, and endeavour to bring him to the town during the cool of the night ; in the

meanwhile we continued our route, and after a very hard day's travel, arrived at

Baniferile late in ihe evening.

One of our flatees was a native of this place, from which he had been abfent three

years. This man invited me to go with him to his houfe ; at the gate of which his

friends met him, with many exprellions of joy : fhaking hands with him, embracing

him, and finging and dancing before him. As foon as he had feated himfelf upon a

mat, by the threfhold of his door, a young woman (his intended bride) brought a little

water in a calabafh, and kneeling down before him, defired him to waih his hands;

when he had done this, the girl, with a tear of joy fparkling in her eyes, drank the

water ; this being conflderf^d the greatefl: proof flie could give hi-n of her fidelity and

attachment. About eight o'clock the lame evening, the Serawoolli, who hjid been left

in the woods to take care of the fatigued flave, returned and told us that he was dead ;

the general opinion, however, was\hat he himfelf had killed him, or left him to perifh

16 on
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on the road ; for the Scrawcollies are faid to be infinitely more cruel in their treat-

ment of flaves than the Mandingoes. We remained at Baniferile two days, in order to

purchafe native iron, Shea-butter, and fome other articles for fa!o on the Gambia ; and
here the flatec, who had invited me to his houfe, and who pofTefled three flaves, part

of the coffle, having obtained information that the price on the coaft was very low,

determined to feparate from us, and remain with his flaves, where he was, until an

opportunity fliould oflH?r of difpofing of them to advantage; giving us to underftand

that he fhould complete his nuptials with the young woman before mentioned, in the

mean time.

May 1 6th. We departed from Baniferile, and travelled through thick woods
until noon, when we faw at a diflance, the town of Julifunda, but did not approach

it ; as we propofed to reft for the night at a large town called Kirwani, which we
reached about four o'clock in the afternoon. This town ftands in a valley, and

the country, for more than a mile round it, is cleared of wood and well cultivated.

The inhabitants appear to be very aSive and induflrious, and feem to have carried the

fyftem of agriculture to fome degree of perfection ; for they collecl the dung of their

cattle into large heaps during the dry feafon, for the purpofe of manuring their

land with it at the proper time. I faw nothing like this in any other part of

Africa. Near the town are feveral fmelting furnaces, from which the natives obtain

very good iron. They afterwards hammer the metal into fmall bars, about a foot in

length, and two inches in breadth, one of which bars is fufficicnt to make two Man-
dingo com hoes. On the morning after our arrival, we were vifited by a flatee of this

place, who informed Karfa, that among fome flaves he had lately purchafed, was a

native of Foota Jalla ; and as that country was at no great diflance, he could not

fafely employ him in the labours of the field, left he fliould effedl his efcape. The
flatee was therefore dcfirous of exchanging this flavc for one of Karfa's, and oflercd

fome cloth and Shea-buttei-, to induce Karfa to comply with the propofal, which

was accepted. The flatee thereupon fent a boy to order the flave in queftion to bring

him a few ground nuts. The poor creature foon afterwards entered the court in which

we were fitting, having no fufpicion of what was negociating, until the mafl:er caufed

the gate to be fhut, and told him to fit down. The flave now faw his danger, and

perceiving the gate to bo fliut upon him, threw down the nuts, and jumped over the

fence. He was immediately purfucd and overtaken by the flatees, who brought him
back, and fecured him in irons, after which one of Karfa's flaves was releafcd and

delivered in exchange. The unfortunate captive was at firft very much dejected,

but in the courfe of a few days his melancholy gradually fubfided ; and he became at

length as cheerful as any of his companions.

Departing from Kirwani on the morning of the 20th, we entered the Tenda wilder-

nefs of two days journey. The woods were very thick, and the country flielvcd towards

the fouth-weft. About ten o'clock we met a colTIe ol twenty-fix people, and fcvcn

loaded aflcs, returning from the Gambia. Mofl; of the men were armed with muflcets,

and had broad belts of fcarlet cloth over their fliouldcrs, and European hats upon

their heads. They informed us that there was very little demand for flaves on the

coaft, -as no veflcl had arrived for lome months paft. On hearing this, the Sera-

woollies, who had travelled with us from the Falame river, fcparatcd themfclves and

their flaves from the colHe. They had not, they fald, the means ot maintaining their

flaves in Gambia, until a veflel fhould arrive ; and were unwilling to ft'll them to

difadvantage ; they therefore departed to the northward for Kajaaga. We continued

our route through the Wilderncfs, and travelled all day through a rugged country,
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covered with cxtenfive thickets of bamboo. At funfet, to our great joy, v;e arrived a£

a pool of water near a large tabba tree, whence the place is called Tabba-gee, and

here we reffed a few hours. The water at this feafon of the year is by no means plen-

tiful in thefe woods ; and as the days were infufferably hot, Karfa propofed to travel

in the night. Accordingly, about eleven o'clock, the flaves were taken out of their

irons, and the people of the cofile received orders to keep ciofe together ; as well to

prevent the flaves from attempting to efcapc, as on account of the wild beads. We
travelled with great alacrity until day-break, when it was dilcovered that a free woman
had parted from the coffle in the night : her name was called until the woods
refounded ; but no anfwer being given, we conjeftured that fhe had either miftakcn

the road, or that a lion had feized her unperceived. At length it was agreed that

four people fhould go back a few miles to a fmall rivulet, where fome of the cofile had

ftopt to drink, as we paiTed it in the night ; and that the coffle ihould wait for

their return. The fun was about an hour high before the people came back with the

woman, whom they found lying faff afleep by the ftream. We now refumed our

journey, and about eleven o'clock reached a walled town called Tambacunda, where

we were well received. Here we remained four days, on account of a palaver which

was held on the following occafion : Modi Lemlna, one of the flatees belonging to the

cofBe, had formerly married a woman of this town, who had borne him two children

;

he afterwards went to Manding, and remained there eight years, without fending

any account of himfelf, during all that time, to his deferred wife ; who, feeing no
profpedt of his return, at the end of three years, had married another man, to whom
{l\e had likewife borne two children. Lemina now claimed his wife ; but the fecond

hufband refufed to deliver her up ; infifting that by the laws of Africa, when a man
has been three years abfent from his wife, without giving her notice of his being alive,

the woman is at liberty to marry again. After all the circumflances had been fully

inveftigated in an affembly of the chief men, it was determined that the wife fliould

make her choice, and be at liberty either to return to the firft hufband, or continue

with the fecond, as Ihe alone fhould think proper. Favourable as this determination

was to the lady, fhe found it a difficult matter to make up her mind, and requefted

time'for confideration : but I think I could perceive that jfr/? love would carry the

day. Lemina was indeed fomewhat older than his rival, but he was alfo much richer.

What weight this circumftance had in the fcale of his wife's afFeftions, I pretend not

to fay.

On the morning of the 26th, as we departed from Tambacunda, Karfa obferved

to me that there were no Shea trees farther to the weftward than this town. I had col-

lected and brought with me from Manding the leaves and flowers of this tree ; but they

were fo greatly bruifcd on the road that I thought it belt to gather another fpecimen

at this place. The appearance of the fruit evidently places the Shea tree in the natural

order oi fapotcBy and it has fome refemblance to the ?nudhuca tree, defcribed by
Lieutenant Charles Hamilton in the Afiatic Refearches, Vol. I. page 300. About one

o'clock we reached Sibikillin, a walled village, but "the inhabitants having the cha-

rafter of inhofpitality towards ftrangers, and of being hiuch addidted to theft, we
did not think proper to enter the gate. We refted a'fliort time under a tree, and then

continued our route until it was dark, when we halted for the night by a fmall ftream

running towards the Gambia. Next day the road led over a wild and rocky country,

every where rifing into hills, and abounding with monkies and wild beafts. In the

rivulets among the hills, we found plenty of fifh. This was a very hard day's journey,

and it was not until funfet that we reached the village of Koomboo, near to which are

14 the
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the ruins of a large town formerly deilroyed by war. The inhabitants of Koomboo, like

thofe of Sibikillin, have fo bad a reputation, that llrangers feldom lodge in the village;

we accordingly relied for the night in the fields, where we erefted temporary huts for

our protection, there being great appearance of rain.

May 28th. We departed from Koomboo, and flept at a Foulah town about feven

miles to the weftward ; from which on the day following having croflod a confider-

able branch of the Gambia, called Neola Koba, we reached a well inhabited part of
the country. Here are feveral towns within fight of each other, colleftively called

Tenda, but each is diftinguifhed alfo by its particular name. We lodged at one of

them called Koba Tenda, where we remained the day following, in order to procure

provifions for our fupport in crofling the Simbani woods. On the 30th we reached

Jalacotta ; a confiderable town, but much infefted by Foulah banditti, who come
through the woods from Bondou, and (leal every thing they can lay their hands on. A
few days before our arrival, they had flolen twenty head of cattle, and on the day fol-

lowing made a fecond attempt ; but were beaten off, and one of them taken prifoner.

Here, one of the flaves belonging to the coffle, who had travelled with great diffi-

culty for the lafl: three days, was found unable to proceed any farther : his mafter

(a finging man) propofed therefore to exchange him for a young girl, belonging to

one of the townfpeople. The poor girl was ignorant of her fate, until the bundles

were all tied up in the morning, and the coffle ready to depart ; when, coming with fome
other young women to fee the coffle fet out, her mafler took her by the hand, and
delivered her to the finging man. Never was a face of fei-enity more fuddenly changed
into one of the deepefl diltrefs : the terror fhe manifefted on having the load put upon
her head, and the rope faftened round her neck, and the forrow with which fhe bade
adieu to her companions, wqre truly affeding. About nine o'clock, we crofled a large

plain covered with ciboa trees (a fpecies of palm), and came to the river Nerico, a
branch of the Gambia. This was but a fmall river at this time, but in the rainy

feafon it is often dangerous to travellers. As foon as we had croflTed this river, the

finging men began to vociferate a particular fong, expreflive of their joy at having

got fafe into the weft country, or, as they exprefled it, the land of thefctting fun. Tiie

country was found to be very level, and the foil a mixture of clay and fand. In the

afternoon it rained hard, and we had recourfe to the common Negro umbrella, a
Jarge ciboa leaf, which being placed upon the head, completely defends the whole
body from the rain. We lodged for the night under the fhade of a large tabba tree,

near the ruins of a village. On the morning following, we eroded a ftream called

Noulico, and about two o'clock, to my infinite joy, I law myfelf once more on the

banks of the Gambia, which at this place being deep and finooth is navigable ; but

the people told me that a little lower down the ftream is fo fliallow that the coflb fre-

quently crofs it on foot. On the fouth fide of the livcr oppofite to this place, is a

large plain of clayey ground, called Toombi Toorila. It is a fort of morafs, in which
people ai'e frequently loft, it being more than a day's journey acrofs it. In the after-

noon we met a man and two women, with bundles of cotton cloth upon their heads.

They were going, they faid, for Dentila, to purchafe iron, there being a groat fciuxity

of that article on the Gambia. A little before it was dark, we arrived at a village

in the kingdom of Woolli, called Seefukunda. Near this village there are great

plenty of nitta trees, and the flaves in palling along had collefted large bunches of
the fruit ; but fuch was the fuperftition of the inhabitants, that they would not permit

any of the fruit to be brought into the village. They had been told, they faid, that

<5 A 2 fome
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fome cataftrophe would happen to the place when people lived upon nittas, and neglefled

to cultivate corn.

June 2d. We departed from Seefukunda, and palled a number of villages, at none

of which was the coffle permitted to ftop, although we were all very much fa-

tigued: it was four o'clock in the afternoon before we reached Biracoada, where we
relied one day. Departing from Baraconda on the morning of the 4th, we reached

in a few hours Medina, the capital of the King of WooUi's dominions, from whom
I had received an hofpitable reception in the beginning of December 1795, in

my journey eaftward. I immediately inquired concerning the health of my good

old benefactor, and learnt with great concern that he was dangeroudy ill. As
Karfa would not allow the coffle to ftop, I could not prefent my refjeds to the

King in perfon ; but I fent him word, by the officer to whom we paid culloms, that

his prayers for my fafety had not been unavailing. We continued our route until

funfet, when we lodged at a fmall village a little to the wellward of KootakunJa,

and on the day following arrived at Jindey ; where, eighteen months before, I had

parted from my friend Dr. Laidley ; an interval, during which I had not be-

held the face of a Chriftian, nor once heard the delightful found of my native

language.

Being now arrived within a fhort diftance of Pifania, from whence my journey origi-

nally commenced, and learning that my friend Karfa was not likely to meet with

an immediate opportunity of felling his flaves on the Gambia ; it occurred to me
to fugged to him that he would find it for his intereft to leave them at Jindey, until

a market (hould olfer. Karfa agreed with mt in this opinion; and hired, from the

chief man of the town, huts for their accommodation, and a piece of land on which

to employ them, in raifmg corn, and other provifions for their maintenance. With
regard to himfelf, he declared that he would not quit me until my departure from

Africa. We fet out accordingly, Karfa, myfelf, and one of the Foulahs belonging to

the coffle, early on the morning of the 9th ; but although I was now approaching the

end of my tedious and toilfome journey, and expected in anpther day to meet with

countrymen and friends, I could not part, for the laft time, with my unfortunate fellow-

travellers, doomed, as I knew moft of them to be, to a life of captivity and il^very, in

a foreign land, without great emotion. During a wearifome peregrination of more

than five hundred Britiih miles, expofed to the burning rays of a tropical fun, thefe

poor flaves, amidft their own infinitely greater fufferings would commiferate mine ;

and frequently, of their own accord, bring water to quench my thirfl:, and at night

colle£l: branches and leaves to prepare me a bed in the wildernefs. We parted with

reciprocal expreflions of regret and benediction. My good wifhes and prayers

were all I could beftow upon them ; and it afforded me fome confolation to be told,

that they were fenfible I had no more to give.

My anxiety to get forward admitting of no delay on the road, we reached Tenda-

cunda in the evening, and where hofpitably received at the houfe of an aged black fe-

male called Seniora Camilla, a perfon who had refided many years at the Englifh fac-

tory, and fpoke our language. I was known to her before I had left the Gambia, at

the outfet of my journey ; but my drefsand figure were now fo different from the ufual

appearance of an European, that Ihe was very excufable in miftaking me for a Moor.

When I told her my name and country, Iha furveyed me with great aftonilhineat,

and feem^d unwilling to give credit to the teftimony of her fenfes. She affured me
that none of the traders on. the Gambia ever expedtcd to fee me again 5 having

I been
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been informed long ago, that the Moors of Ludamar had murdered me, as they

had murdered Major Houghton. I inquired for my two attendants, Johnfon and
Demba, and learnt, with great forrow, that neither of them was returned. Karfa,

who had never before heard people converfe in Englifli, liflened to us with great

attention. Every thing he faw feemed wonderful. The furniture of the houfe,

the chairs, &c. and particularly beds with curtains, were objefts of his great

admiration ; and he alked me a thoufand queftions concerning the utility and ne-

ceffity of different articles ; to fome of which I found it difficult to give fatisfadory

anfwers.

On the morning of the loth, Mr. Robert Ainfley, having learnt that I was at Ten-
dacunda, came to meet nic, and politely offered me the ule of his horfe. He informed

me that Dr. Laidley had removed all his property to a place called Kaye, a little farther

down the river, and that he was then gone to Domafanfa with his veflel, to pur-

chafe rice ; but would return in a day or two. He therefore invited me to flay with

him at Pifania, until the doctor's return. I accepted the invitation, and being accom-
panied by my friend Karfa, reached Pifania about ten o'clock. Mr. Ainfley's fchooner

was lying at anchor before the place. This was the molt furprifing object which Karfa

had yet feen. He could not eafily comprehend the ufe of the marts, fails, and rigging

;

nor did he conceive that it was poffible, by any fort of contrivance, to make fo large

a body move forwards by the common force of the wind. The manner of faftcn-

ing together the different planks which coinpofed the vefTel, and filling up the

feams fo as to exclude the water, was pcrfeftly new to him ; and I found that the

fchooner with her cable and anchor, kept Karfa in deep meditation the greater part

of the day.

About noon, on the 12th, Dr. Laidley returned from Doomafanlli, and received

me with great joy and fatisfaclion, as one rifen from the dead. Finding that the

wearing apparel which I had left under his care was not fold nor fent to England, I loft

no time in rcfuming the Englifli drefs ; and difrobing my chin of its venerable incum-

brance. Karfa furveyed me in my Britilh apparel with groat delight ; but regretted

exceedingly that I had taken oft" my beard ; the lofs of which, he laid, had converted

me from a man into a boy. Dr. Laidley readily undertook to difcharge all the pecuniary

engagements I had entered into fincc my departure from the Gambia, and took my draft

upon the Aftociation for the amount. My agreement with Karfa (as 1 have already

related) was to pay him the value of one prime flave, for which I had given him my
bill upon Dr. Laidley, before we departed from Kamalia ; for, in cafe of my death vn
the road, 1 was unwilling that my benefactor fliould be a lofer. But this good creature

had continued to manifcft towards me fo much kindnefs, that I thought 1 made him
but an inadequate recompcnfe, when I told him that he was now to receive double the

fum I had originally promifed ; and Dr. Laidley afVured him that he was ready to

deliver the goods to that amount, whenever he thought propefr to fend for them. Karfa

was overpowered by this unexpected token of my gratitude, and Hill more fo, when
he heard that I intended to fend a handfome prelent to the good old fchoolmafter,

Fankooma, at Malacotta. He promifed to carry u]i the goods along with his own
;

and Dr. Laidley allured him that he would exert himfcif in aflifling him to difpofe of

his flaves to the beft advantage, the moment a ffave velVel ftiould arrive. Thefe and
other inftances of attention and kindnefs fliewn him by Dr. Laidley, were not loft upon
Karfa. He would often fay to me, " my journey has indeed been prolperous !"

But, obferving the improved ftate of our manufadures, and our manifcft fuperiority

in
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in the arts of civilized life, he would fometimes appear penfive, and exclaim with

an involuntary f\g\\, fato fug inter fcng^ " black men are nothing." At other

times, he would a(k me with great ferioufnefs, what could poflibly have induced me,
who was no trader, to think of exploring fo miferable a country as Africa ? He
meant by this to fignify that, after what I muft have vvitneffed in my own country,

nothing in Africa could in his opinion deferve a moment's attention. I have pre-

ferved thefe little traits of charafter in this worthy Negro, not only from regard

to the man, but alfo becaufe they appear to me to demonftrate that he poffeffed a

mind above his condition : and to fuch of my readers as love to contemplate human
nature in all its varieties, and to trace its progrefs from rudenefs to refinement, I hope

the account I have given of this poor African will not be unacceptable.

A Vocabulary of the Mandingo language.

Above, fanto.

Abfent, inteegee : (Jiterallyy " not here.")

Abufe, V. anenni.

Add, akeejee.

Afraid,Jilaniee.

Afternoon, oora.

Air, fonio.

Alike, beakillin.

Alive, a begee (is here).

All, bea.

Always, toomotoma.

And, ning.

Angry, jufu hota : (literally, " the heart

comes out.")

Angel, melika.

Arm, boulla : (the fame for hand.}

Arrived, footata.

Arrow, binni.

Afcend, filli.

Afleep, finouta,

Aflift, maquoi.

Axe, tcrang.

Back, ko.

Bad, _/'(?«.

Bag, bota.

Barter, v. fallan.

Ballard, jankra dirg : (literally, "nobody's

child.")

Beads, connoo.

Beard, bora.

Beat, V. agojji.

Bees, kk'ijfi.

Bed, larong.

Beer, dolo : (the fame for ftrong liquor of
any kind.)

Before, neata : (" within fight.")

Behind, kofi.

Belly, konno.

Big, awarata.

Bind or tie, afceti.

Bird, cono.

Bite, u. keeng.

'B\2Lc\i,Jing.

"Blood, Jotlie.

Blue, fngma : (blackifh.)

Boil, v.fdgee.

Bone, cooloo.

Book, kittaba.

Borrow, la.

Bottom, joo.

Bow, kalla.

Boy, kea ding ; (literally^ " male child.")

Brave, fatte.

Bread, munko.

Break, -v. affara : (the fame word figni-

fies " to kill," or " to deilroy.")

Breafts, fonjoo.

Bring, infambo.

Brother, ba-ding-kea: (literally, " mother's
male child.")

Burn, "v. ageni.

Buy (or fell), faun.

Call, V. akilli.

Carry, afambo.

Cat, neancon.

Catch, V. amttta.

Cheft

1
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Chcfl or cofFer, koon'io.

Child, ding : (if very young, dingding.')

Cloth, fauno.

Cold, ninno.

Come, na.

Coming, abenali.

Completely, bctiki.

Cook, V. tabbee.

Corn, tico.

Country, doo.

Cow, iicfj'cc moo/a.

Crowd, «. ft'tima.

Cry, V. akumbo.

Cunning, «. a. kijfee.

Cu , f. tcgi.

Danger, icrro.

Dark, dibbie.

Daughter, ding moofa : (^literally, " female

child.')

Day, ice/ce.

Dead, afata.

Deep, adoonta.

Defift, attoo.

Dew, combi.

Die, v.fa.

Dirt, no.

Difeafe, jankra.

Difpute, dcgama.

Dog, woola.

Door, da : (this is a word of very cxten-

five ufe, being applied to whatever opens

and ftuts.)

Down, ad. dooma.

Dream, v. fibota.

Dream, n.f. fibo.

Drink, v. ameen.

Dry (arid), ajata.

Ear, toola.

Earth (foil), banko.

Earth (globe), banko kang.

Eafl, tcclee bo : (" fun rife.")

Eat, aditmmo.

Elephant, favima.

Empty, fmg tigee : (" nothing here.")

Enough, kcycnto.

Entertain (a gnc^), fanda.
Expert, ctmering : (" adivc, clever, &c.")
Eye, tiea.

Face, (the fame as for the eye.)

Fall, 1'. bui.

Far off, jangfata.

Faft, V. foong.

Fat, keng.

Father, fa.
Fear, v.feelan.

Feather, tee : (it fignifics alfo, hair^ and
nx-ooW)

Female, moofa.

Fever, candea.

Few, do.
^

Fight, v. akilli.

Fill, afundi.

Finger, boulla handing.

Fire, deemha.

Fifh, yco.

Flefh, fooboQ.

Food, kinnee.

YQo\,fooring,

Foot, fing : (fignifies alfo " the leg.")

Forget, neanta.

Free, horea.

Frefli, kimle : (fignifies alfo, healthy.')

Friend, barrio.

Tru'it, erce ding: (" child of the tree.")

Full, ^ffata.

Give, infongt

Glad, la/a.

Go, V. ta.

God, Alia.

Gold, fanoo.

Good, beitic.

Grafs, bing.

Great, baa.

Gray, aqueta.

Guard, "u, tenkoong.

Half, tcUa.

Handfome, aniiiiata.

Hang up, dcng.

Hate, V, akoong.

He, ctti.

Head, koon.

Hear, mot.

Heart, jtfii.

Heaven, y<jM/(7 ; (the Mahomedan Negroe
commonly fay, iljinna.)

Heavy,
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Heavy, accoliaia.

HqW, Jo/.Kiniba.

lien,foo/ce moofa.

Herb, jambo.

Here, jang.

Hide, n. ^oolo.

Hill, konko.

Hog, lea.

Hole, dinka.

Honey, lee.

liorn, blni.

Horfe, y^o.

Hot, candiata.

Houfe, boong.

Hungry, konkola.

I, inta.

Idle, nare.

Increafe, ahoonia.

Induftrious, fayata. .

Interpret, konnofor: (literally, to fierce the

belly.)

Iron, ncga.

Iflandj^oMw.

Jump, v.faun.

Kill, affara.

King, man/a.

Knife, mooro.

Know, alia.

Lamp, Jitina.

Laugh, v.jilli.

Lend, i7ifoo.

Lie (down), v. la jang.

Lie (fairuy),yo/2w.

Lift, achika.

Lightning,y27n/a/^.
,

Lion, jatta: (in the interior countries,

wara. )

Little, 7niejfa.

Long, jang.

Look, V. affille,

Lofe, afcele.

Loft, affeeleeta.

Love, -y. konie.

Make, i;. </rt^a.

Male, kea.
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Man (homo") ma,

Man (vir) fato.

Many, fitimata.

Market, loe.

M after, marree.

Mat, baffh.

Meet, v. beng.

Middle, taima.

Milk, nunno.

Milk, V. beetce.

Mine, pr. talem.

Money, naphula: (it fignifies alfo merchant

dize, or any effe^s of 'value.')

Month, korro : (the fame word fignifies!

the moon.)

Morning, fonio.

Mother, ba.

Mouth, da.

Narrative, dentigi.

Name, atto.

Near (nigh), munjang: (not far.)

Neck, kang.

Never, abada.

Night, footon.

No, inta: (literally, is not.)

Noon, teelee kooniata: (literally, the fun
over head.)

North, faheel.

Nofe, noong.

Now, feng.

Oil, toulou.

Obtain, ftitto.

Old, accoitata.

Only, kinfmg.

Open, v. yelli.

Out of, bayita.

Pain, deeming.

Paper, coitoo.

Pafs, V. tambi.

Pafs, atambita : (gone by.)

Pay, V. jo.

Pen, kalla.

People, molo.
'

Pierce, for.

Pity, V. dimi.

Pleafure, di.

Pleafanr,
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Pleafant, adiata.

Plenty, afiata.

Poor, doiata.

Prefent (gift), boonia,

Promife, v. moindee.

Proud, tcelingabalia: (literally, Jlrait bo-

died.')

Pull, afabba.

Pufli, aneury.

Put down, alondi.

Quarrel, quiafa.

Quick, cataba.

Quiet, dca.

Quiver, n. s. lootig.

'Rz\n,fangce: (literally, 'materfrom above.')

Rat, ninec.

Read, akarra.

Red, wool via.

Releafe, offering : (untie.)

Reft, lo.

Reftore, fcrrat.

Return, v. n. afc'tta.

Ripe, mota.

Rife, V. wooli.

River, bar ^^the fame as for mother.)

Road, feelo.

Rob, boitaca.

Rock, kooro.

Rop2, Julie.

Rotten, accoraia.

Row, V. ajab.

Run, boorie.

Sad, doi.

Safe, torro 'inteegee: (literally, no danger.)

Salt, ko.

Sand, hiniy k'lni.

Sandals, famata.

Say, affo.

Sea, babagee.

Seat, ferong.

See, eagce.

Send, kee.

Separate, attulla.

Shake, jiggi,jiggi.

Shame, ma/a.
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Shew, aita.

Ship, caloon.

Short, fulta.

Shut, tou.

Sick, 7111111 kinde.

Side, carra.

Silent, dering.

Silver, cody.

Sing, j'dli : (the fame to dance.)

Sifter, ba ding moo/a : (mother's female

child.)

Sit, fee.

Sky, fang.
Slave, jong.

Sleep, v.finoo.

Smell, V. footnboola.

Smoke, feife.

Snake, fiii.

Something, fcnke.

Son, ding kea : (male child.)

Soon, fang fang: (now now.)
Sour, acoontiatu.

South, bouUaba: (literally /y6<? n^Z»/ hand.)

Speak, akiunmox

Spear, tamba.

Spin, V. luorondi.

Spoon, difa.

Star, lolo.

Steal, foonia.

Stink, V. n. kaffa.

Stone, birro.

Stop, munia.

Stranger, leuntong.

Strike, abooti.

Sun, tcc/cc.

Swear, /to///.

Sweet, teemiata,

Swellj foonoo.

Swim, noo.

Sword, fong.

I'ail, finnio.

Thiel, foon.

Thin, fcata : (flcndor.)

Think, nicira.

Thirft, niindo.

'J'hrcad, bori.

Throw, fy.
B Thunder,
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Thunder, fangfata. In contradiftinctlon

to lightning, it is Kallam Alia. (Arab)
" the voice of God.")

Tie, V. afeetee.

To-day, bee.

To-morrow, finny.

Tongue, ning.

Touch, V. ma.

Town, kunda.

Trade, v.feeree.

Tree, erec.

True, ionia.

Truft, V. la.

Turn, aelima.

Underftand, moi.

Until, hailing.

Walk, lajna.

War, killi.

Wafli, V. coo.

Water, gee.
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Weary, unibatata.

Weep, aktijji.

Weigh, fimang.

Well, n. a. awa.

Well, n.
f.

cullong.

Weft, teelee gee.

Wet, finunta.

What, mun.

Where, minto.

White, qui.

Who, jema.

Why, munkang.

Wind, n. funnio.

\^o\i, fooloo.

Woman, moofa.

Wildernefs, luoolla.

Yes, awa,
Yefterday, koona.

You, eeta, when fimply pronounced:

when joined to any other word, it is ee.

Young, Juna.

The following questions and answers may be ufeful in the Wcfl Indies.

Do you underftand Mandingo ? -

I underftand it, - - -

I do not underftand you,

Come hither, - - - -

Is your father or mother living ? .

alive, . - - -

dead, - - . .

Have you any brothers or fifters ?

Where are they ? - - -

Are they in Africa ? - - -

Are they on board the flilp ?

Point them out. . - -

What is the matter with you ?

Are you in health ? - - -

I am fick. . . - -

Shew me your tongue.

Give me your hand. - - -

Are you hungry ? - - -

I am hungry. . . - .

Are you thirfty ? - - -

ce Mandi>7go ktimmo moi?

ya moi.

ma moi.

na na roe.

ee fa, ou ee ba abeagee ?

abeegee.

afata.

ee ba ding abeegee ?

biminto ?

abee fato f.ng doo ?

abbe Tobaubo Cdlcon on konno ?

aiianna.

mun bela ?

ko ee kinde ?

mun kinde.

ee ning aiianna.

ee boulla adima.

konkolabinna ?

konkolabinna.

mindolabinna ?

I am
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I am thirfly. . . -

I am not hungry.

I am not thirfty.

Does your head ache ?

It does ache. - . .

It does not ache.

Does your ftomach pain you .''

Do you fleep well ? -

Are you feverifli ? - -

Do not be afraid.

There is no danger.

Drink this medicine. -

It will do you good. -

the fame word repeated,

kojiko inteegee.

mindo inteegee.

ee koon bideeminn ?

bideemina,

intddeming.

ee konno bideemina.

koo ceftnoo betika ?

acandeata ?

kanna feelan,

torro inteegee.

ning borri ameen.

aee kijji.

Stnhan and Prefton,

Printu»-S(ieet, Londoa.

END OF VOL. XVr.
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