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ON TID!: 

EXCAVATIONS AT P ATALIPUTRA (PATNA) 

BY 

LIBUT.-COLONBL, INDUN ~DIOAL SBRTICB. 

AmoP2a famOUBalaco,?, bU,?a m<?Of8 a?ul empor:;;?4m81 PITALIPUP2P2jL flIill 
be 'tke greatest; (but) tll'ree -p61'iZa wm threaten It-fi,.e, water, antl 
internal ,trije."-BuDDHA's prophecy in the Tibetfi?' and othao 
8ooiptUfifiS.1 

HaRcuaBS "was fklJ f?undar qf uo fi?fiaU ??umbaa Qf' tPo mc,ri: 

~:<lSi~ilia::id::':?iit ;( wk'cd calleP P ALIBOTHBA.." - Diod6rul 

THE 'P~alib()thum ' ?pf Grepks, the City 
sweet-scented flowers,' so famous in eastern Legend and 

atory, is hist{irically of great importance. 
it LIas not Qna cities u?f 

it was the seat of the most powerful dymi{tlu{y 
has given us, through the narrative of a Greek ambassador to 

{jUl' :first fified laillImfirk in Indian chronology. 
n,inr aIrr hide invfiluable 

for reconstructing much of the lost history of early India? and 
especially for solving tdat important question as to the influence 
fif tfe West UpOfi eEdy oivilizatil::lll i)f iOOlCH:mt 

ll?4ltra.-Rulll£HIg'S "Life of 'Buddha," 128. Also Pili 
version Vinoyl.l pitakam I, 26, transld, by DATIDS in "Sll,lll'tl4 Boob ?llf Ell?t," YI 
??nd Mfikiinagga, VI, 7, 



2 HISTORY OF PATALIPUTRA.: 

In these enquiries unfortunately, owing to the almost 
total absence of anything like trustworthy information in the 
native 'histories' which consist mainly of tangled fable and 
conjecture of relatively modern composition, we have to work 
largely in the dark, and reconstruct even the outlines of the lost 
history, from other sources. We have to depend chiefly upon 
the testimony of inscriptions on stones, coins, etc., dug out 
of the ruins of the unknown past, and piecing together these 
fragmentary scraps of information by the inductive method of 
science, we have to supplement them by such stray referen~s as 
may be found in Greek, Persian, Chinese, or other contemporary 
history, and may only use the Indian legendary material to 
fill in where it can a few blanks provisionally until more con
vincing evidence is forthcoming. 

In the light of these researches, peering down the dark vistas 
of the past, we see that at the time of BUDDHA'~ visit, referred to 
in the above-quoted lines,-that is, somewhere between the fourth 
and fifth centuries before our era-Pafaliputra was a small village 
on the south bank of the Ganges, and it was being fortified by the 
king of Rijaurlla (Ra.jgir)l as a post from which he might conquer 
the adjoining provinces and petty republics across the river. 

Standing at a point of such great commercial and strategical' 
importance, at or near the confiuence of all the five great rivers of 
Mid-India,' namely, the Ga"Ue8, the Goora, the Rapt., the Ga"4ak, 
and the E"on, 8S seen in the accompanying map, and commanding 
the traffic of these great water-ways of the richest part of India, it 
quickly grew into a great city, as was predicted. 

Within about one generation after Buddha's visit the new 
monarchS left the old stronghold of Raluir, on the eastem edge 
of the 'highlands of Central India, overlooking the rich Ganges 

1 AllT.A.8.A.TlllT.-He was son of BIJIlIISIJU., and became king eight ;years before 
BUDDH.A.'S death:-TlJU.BIT1U'S Tibetan HWt. ltuli_ B"dtl"_; also Buddhis~ ScriP"' 
turea. 

I At F.A. Hu.'s visit it was 1 yoja7l, or about 7 miles, below" the junction of the 
& riTen:" , .. Appendis IV. -

• It was made the ro,-al residence by UDIn., or UD.A.Ylh'.A., or UD.A.Y.A.."', grandioD. 
of AIIT.A.MTBlT, ~rding to the nyu Ptwil(l" (WILSO., ~7) and Sultapitda, 
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ITS FOUNDATION, AND GREEK INFLUENOES. 3 

Valley, and one of the hilly fastnesses to which the vigorous 
invading Aryans fondly clung, and transferred his seat of 
government out to the new city in the centre of the plain. 
Thus when the conquest of all the adjoining and upper pro
vinces welded India for the first time into one ~reat dominion, 
piiialipu#ra became the capital of that vast empire. 

It is at this period, about 300-302 B.C., that we first get a 
trustworthy account of the city. This is from the pen of the 
Greek ambaasador, and it is unique in supplying the first fixed 
date for· ancient India by the contemporary references through 
Greek history. In this first authentic glimpse into ancient 
India, it is remarkable that the infiuence of the Greeks should 
be so manifest at its capital. 

The then reigning king, CHANDRA-GUPTA, or 'Sflnaraltotto,,' &8 

the Greeks called him, l had, it seems, early come into intimate 
contact with the Greeks and into immediate relations with 
ALEXANDER-TuE-GREAT in the Panjib, during the latter's invasion 
of Northern India in 326 B.C. According to the historians of 
the Macedonian,· "this prince was of humble origin, but was 
called to royalty by the power of the gods; for having 
offended ALEXANDER by his impertinent language he was ordered 
to be put to death and escaped only by Hight. • • . •. and 
collecting bands of robbers he roused the Indians to renew the 
empire. In the wars which he waged with the captains of 
ALEXANDER he was distingqished in the van mounted or an 
elephant of great size and strength. Having thus acquired power, 
SANDRAKO'rI'OS reigned at the sarno time that SELEUKOS laid the 
foundation of his dominion." 8 And Buddhist tradition . places 
the original home of his family, the Mora or Mauura (known 
to the Brahmans as 'MaNtua ') on the slopes of the Himalayas 

1 The identity of the • Sand"a,!cotto.' of the Greeks with CB.UfDlLl-GUPU wu 
first shown by Sir W. JONBB, .48iaticJ: Rtl8t1arclau, IV, 11 (1796); and WILII'OBD 

DOticed (.48. Be8., V, 262) that the form used by ATBBlf..Bll'B WftS eYen closer, namely, 
• Su,,,d,,a,!copt"'8.' The' .A.ndrokotto8· of PLVT.A.BCB is also thi. same person. 

I As noted in PLVT~BCB'S Ljf. of .A.ltlza,ndtlf' under name of • .A."dro!cOtt.8" allO 

next Dote. 
I JVSTIlf, XV, 4. 

A2 
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BISTOBY OF PATALIP'UTRA.: 

in Northern India;l whilst another legend associates the M"1Iura 
rtUQ and a Btupa-building prince of the Bakya race with the 
country over the Mora pass in the Swat Valley,· whence I secured 
for the Indian Museum many Buddhist sculptures,s nearly all of 
which curiously bear the 'Mora' symbol (a peacock); and certainly 
in this region, "as these sculptures show, Greek influence was pre
dominant two or three centuries later. In keeping also with this 
alleged northern origin of CBANDRA.·GUPTA are the Brahmanical 
accounts, which refer to him as an outsider who with the aid 
of 'armed bands of robbers' and associated with the Yavana8 (or 
Westerns) overran and conquered India.' 

The Greek aceount of him ~nd of the military despotism which 
he established thus pithily describes his relations with SELEUKOS 

NIXATOB, the immediate successor of ALExANDER:-

u SELEUK08 NIKATOB •••••• first seizing Babylon, then re
ducing Baktriane, his power being increased by the first success: 
thereafter he passed into India, which since ALEXANDER'S death 
killed its governors, thinking thereby to shake off from its 
neck the yoke of slavery. SANDBAKOTTOS (I.", CHANDRA-GUPTA) 

had made it free, but when victory was gaj.ned," he changed the 
name of freedom to that of bondage, for he himself oppressed 
with servitude the'very people which he had rescued from foreign 
dominion. SANDRAKOTTOS having thus gained the crown held 
India at the time when SELEUK08 was laying the foundations of 
his future greatness. SELEUKOS...... waged war on SANDRA

KOTTOB I. • • • • • "until he made friends and entered into rela
tions of mamage with him," II and "receiving ~n return five 

" MalaiitlG,ho, Tumour, Introd. XXXIX. Two of the rail.bars of the Bharhut 
,ti.pa datins IIlm.;,st to Asoka's epoch are insoribed as the gifts of TtiUPADAsA and 
"GRUlLA'S mothe\'," h1>th of' MOIf'a' hill. 2 Biven Tlia"g', RecOIf'd, (BBAL) I, 126. 

• Acte, tR Ottri8m6 Oongr~, Intemat. au Ori6ntali,tu, Paris, 1897, Sect. I, p. MG. 
Bee also Aliatic Quarl",ly R8fliew (October 1896). 

• See fontnote, p. 6. 
• JUSTnros, XV,4. This must have been in 31S :B.C., as SBLBU][OS returned to 

Babylon in 812" :B.C., thus giving CSilTDU.GUPU'S accession as about 316 or S16 B.C:, 
which is the first fixed date for Indian history~ Of, also DB. Ha:BNLB'S note in 
O.e.MY Rept. As. Soc1. (Beng.), 87. 

• ApP1J.NUB (Syria.h, c. 1111). 
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ITS INTERCOURSE WITH THE GREEKS. 5 

hundred elephg,nts" 1 "and settling affairs on this side of India. 
directed his march against ANTIGONUS." II 

SELEUKOS sent his personal friend MEGASTHENES as ambass
ador to CHANDRA-gUPTA'S court at Pafaliputra. That historian 
describes the city S as being about 9 miles in length. It was 
surrounded by a wooden wall, pierced by many towered gate
ways, and with numerous openings in front for the discharge 
of 'arrows, and in front a ditch for defence and as a City sewer." 
It had a population of about 400,000, and the retinue of the 
king - numbered many thousands. It is remarkable that in 
describing in considerable detail the religion of the people he 
makes no reference to Buddhism,' although Buddha had died 
about a century before; and the Sanskritic way in which he 
spelJs the proper names, especially in the retention of the letter 
,., seems to show that the Pali form of dialect was not in use, 
and _ presumably was later in origin, although it is customary 
to- represent Buddha as speaking always in this dialect. _ 

This intercourse with the Greeks appears to have been closely 
maintained, for it is recorded that the son of SANDRAKOTTOS, 
" AMITROCHATES (? Amitroghata),r. apd 'SOPHAGA-SENAS' 6 reinforced 
the armies of ANTIOCBOS, the son of SELEUKOS, and of ANTIGONUS
THE-GREAT with elephants" in their wars with the Persians. The 
Greek account relates that this king of Pafaliputra, AMITRO
CRATES, wrote to ANTIOCHOS asking the latter to buy and send 
him sweet wine, dried figs and a sophist; and that ANTIOCROB 
replied: " We shall send_ you the figs and the wine, but- in 
Greece the laws forbid a sophist to be sold." 7 

1 BTRABO, Geog. XV, 7240, Bohn's trans. I 2 JUSTIN XV, 4. 
a MegutAtmi. Indica, a critical collection of translations from the Greek and Latin 

fragments of Megasthenes' lost work by BCHWANBECX, Bonn, 1846, and partly translated 
into English by J. W. MCCJUNDLB in his Ancient India, 1877 and 1893. MEGASrBBNB8 
died 291 B.C. 

• The • Sarmania' clad in the bark of trees were clearly Brahmanist 8ramaf}a 
ascetics as LAssBN recognised by Indiac!. Alt., ii, 700. 

6 BrBABO gives this name as ALLIrRocIIADEs-it was- probably meant for the 
Sanskrit title Amitra-gAtita or 'Enemy-slayer: Of. WILFORD A •• Res., v, 286. 

• If this be intended for S",bAaga-sena, it also would be an official title and not a 
personal name.-LAssBN, Ind . .Alt., ii, 273. 

7 A. rBBN.uoS, XIV, 67.-.Ancient Ifldia, ed. 1893, p. 4009, 
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6 HISTORY 01' PATALlPUTRA: 

The pomp and chivalry, the intrigues at court and the battles 
fought around the strong fortifications of Pafaliputra in these 
early days are vividly pictured in an Indian drama, which, 
alt\:lough only composed about the middle ages, seems to have 
been based on earlier books now lost.1 

It was, however, as the splendid capital of the celebrated 
warrior-prince, AsoKA(about B.O. 250), the grandson of OHANDRA
GUPTA, that it is most widely known. This greatest' of 
Indian emperors, the' Constantine of Buddhism, may almost 
be said to have made Buddhism a religion, that is to say, a 
real religion of the people. For previous to his day it seems 
to have been little more than a struggling order of mendicant 
monks, so few apparently in number about 300 B.O. that, 
as we have seen, the Greek historian does not even refer to 
them. When, however, ASORA was converted to this faith in 
his later life be made it the state-religion, and of a more 
objective and less abstract character, so that it appealed 
to the people in general, and he actively propagated it by. 
missionaries and otherwise even beyond his own dominions. 
He was one of the most lavish devotees the world has ever 
seen. He covered his mighty kingdom, from Afghaniatan 
to MUlot'6, from N6pal to Guier-at, with stately Buddhist monu
ments and buildings of vast size, regardless of expense. With his 
truly imperial and artistic instincts, so clearly derived more or 

,less directly from the Greeks and Assyrians, his monuments 
were of the stateliest kind. His stupendous 8tupa, or mounds of 
solid masonry to enshrine Buddha's relics or to mark some sacred 
spot are found all over India, and are almost like Egyptian 
pyramids in size. His colossal edict-pillars, single shafts of 
stone, t4irty to forty feet in length and beautHully polished and 
sculptured, still excite the wonder and admiration of all who see 
them. How magnificent, then, must have been the capital of this 
great Indian monarch, who, as we learn from Fome of his stor.e-

1 The Mudra Riikda,a, translated by ])r. H. H. WILSON, of the Indian Med:cal 
Se1'1'ice, in his Hindu TA,air,. . . 
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ASOU'S RELATIONS WITH THE GREEES. '( 

cut edicts in the remoter parts of his empire, was the ally 
of ,the Greek kings A~'"TIOOHUS II of Syria, PTOLEMY of Egypt, 
ANTlGONOS GONATUS of Macedon, MAGAS of Cyrene, and ALEX
ANJ?ER of Epirus, and how important for historical purposes 
are likely to be his edicts and odier inscriptions in his own 
capital, which were seen there in the early part of our era, 
and are now in all probability buried in the ruins of the old 
metropoliS. 
. The buildings previous to his epoch, as well as the wal1s of 
the city, seem all to have been of wood, like most of the palaces, 
temples and stockades of Burma and Japan in the present day. 
The change which he eft'ected to hewn stone 1 was so sudden 
and impressive and the stones which he used were so colossal 
'that he came latterly to be associated in popular tales with the 
giants or genii (!lak8"a)1 by whose superhuman agency it was 
alleged he had reared his monuments; and a fabulous romantic 
origin was invented for his marvellous capita1.8 

. It was possibly owing to ASOEA'S gigantic stone buildings 
that the Greeks ascribed the building of the city to Het'cules, 
for they had several accounts of it subsequent to the time 
of MEGASTHENl'.8.' It is also possible that this legeDd of the 
giants may have partly arisen through Ason having made . 
use of sculptured figures of tbe giants to adorn his buildings. 
The two colossal statues of these' builders' of his monuments, 
now in the Indian Museum, were unearthed in his capita), aDd 
bear their names inscribed in characters only a little later than 
his epoch.1I The stone out of which they are carved is identical 

1 S •• Appendix I. 
I The .AIoA:(NlfHld6f111, Btl'BlI017I"1 I1IIrotl a r Hut. d. BwtltlAHtne I1Idi.,., 9'18. 
• Appendix n. 
• DI0J)6B17I, writing in the 1st Oentnry B. 0., bases part of his account on the 

DIlI'l'&tive of JA.KB17L1JS, who after being seven years in Oeylon was wrecked "upon the 
Sandy shallowa of India and forthwith carried away to the King, then at the city of 
• Poly'6otlaitl,' many days' journey from the sea, where he was kindly received by the 
King who has a great love for the Grecians. ••• This J A.JlB17L171 conunitted all 
these adventures to writing." -Sic. Kut. I, n, c. 6. 

• Appendix m. 
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8 HISTORY OF PATALIPUTRA.: 

with that of his pillars, and they exhibit tbe same high polish 
which is found on few Indian sculptures of a subsequent era. 

The influence of the West upon the Indian ~art of his time 
is especia.lly conspicuous in the classic Assyrian and Greek 
conventional designs sculptured on his pillars; for example, the 
anthemion and honeysuckle friezes on the capitals. Indeed, this 
fact, coupled with tbe excellence of the workmanship, although 
these are tbe very first examples of stone sculpture found in India, 
leads to the probability that he employed Greek or Syrian artists 
in this work. Personally too he is said by a quaBi-historic Buddhist 
legend 1 to have been governor for some years of Tazila-that old 
city of the Panjab, three marches east of the Indus, where Greek 

,influence was strongly established at ALEXANDER'S day. 
But before the dawn of our era the great city Pafal.'putra had 

deca.yed with the downfall o~ ASOKA's dynasty and the transfer 
of 'the capital elsewhere, and the influen~e doubtless of some of 
the three 'perils' predicted for it-' fire, water, and internal 
strife'- for such. purported prophecies often embody historical 
facts, recorded after the events have happened; and this might 
easily be the case in the present instance, as the earliest date 
for the very earliest extant Buddhist scripture is only about 24: 
B.C.I 

Its position peculiarly exposed it to destruction by water. The 
fickle rivers, which caned it into being, are ever sbifting their 
channels in their oscillations through the broad plain. At one 'time 
caressing the banks, at another they tear the latter furiously to 

1 A8olca-avadiina and the Tibetan Vinaya, III, 92, state tliat • J IV A.JU.,' a natural son 
of Bnuu,BARA. (that is, about five generations before AsoxA.) went from Bajgir to 
Tama to study medicine. 

I This is usually given as 88-76B.C. by MA.x MOLLBR and others, calcula.ting from 
the Ceylonese data supplied by TURNouB; but TUBNouR in his table (Mailliwamso, p.lx) 
gives the dato on which the scriptures were first reduced to writing in Ceylon as 218 
years p.fier Buddhism was introduced into that country by Asob'. mission. This 
mission, he shows, was sent in the 17th year of Asob's reign. Now Asob's reign is 
usually taken as beginning about 260 B.C., and the mission must have taken the greater 
part of the year to reach Ceylon. Thus we get the date 24 B.C. for the first manuscript 
copy of the Buddhist scriptures in Ceylon, and this is the source of the very earliest 
Pili versions now extant. 
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ITS DEOAY AND DISAPPEARANOE. 9 

pieces, and then desert the place for many miles. Plague also 
may have played some part in the ruin of the old capital, as, it 
seems to have done at Gaur and other of the later 'dead cities' 
of the Ganges during the middle ages. Glimmerings of in
ternal strife tempting foreign devastation seem to be had in the 
invasions from the south and by Soythians from the north about 
the beginning of our era. 

In the third to the fifth centuries A.D. it seems to have been, 
for a time at least, the oapital of the Imperial Gupta dynasty, 
several members of which patronised Buddhism.l In the fifth 
century, the Chinese Buddhist pilgrim, FA. HUN,' found it 
still a large town with many of AsoKA.'s buildings in good 
preservation, and he gives a glowing account of their mar
vellously "elegant carving and inlaid sculpture work." I It 
was still a seat of Buddhist learning with 'six or seven hundred 
monks,' and he resided there 'for thre~ years, copying rare 
scriptures which he had searched for in vain in Upper India. 

The next two centuries witnessed a rapid change for the 
worse. The Chinese pilgrim. BIUEN TSIANG about 635 A.D. 
found the city and its buildings a mass of crumbling ruins and 
"long deserted;" 8 though he notes that the monasteries, Hindu 
temples and "BtuPfJB, which lie in ruins, may be counted. by 
hundreds. There aTe only two .or three remaining entire." , 
These latter also would seem even to have fallen into ruins, 
and on tb'e extinction of Buddhism in India by the Muham
madan invasion in the twelfth century, even the very site 
and name of the city seem to have been generally forgotten. 

Thus, when European enquirers towards the end of the 
eighteenth century began unearthing the lost history ot India, 

1 The true date of theBe Guptaa waf discovered by PBI.SlIP Jotiii'. Jiaiatiol.&CY. 
(Beng.), nI, 115;. Vll,.WI, 619, and has since been established by 'FLBBT and oth~rs. 
1hey were of the 'Lunar' race (the MaWl'!/a8 were of the 'Solar'), sad IattOl'lT ohallsed 
the capital from Pilfaliprdra to Kanauj (PBINSBP 1. c., III, 116). 

S LEGGB'S Travels of Fa Hien, p. 77. Appendix IV. 
See Appendix IV. 

·ld,. 
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10 BISTORY OJ!' PATALIPUTRA.: 

Done even of the most learned natives could give any clue to 
its whereabouts. In this state of uncertainty many conflicting 
conjectures were hazarded as to its location. 

This lost city of the Ganges was supposed by some, from 
the meagre Greek accoun~,t to be at such widely distant places 
&8 A1Za"fJ~ad,1 R4jmaAaI near the junction of the KUBi River,· 
BAagalpu,." and elsewhere. Its true position seems first to have 
been indicated in a general way by Major RENNELL about 
1783,6 as being near the modem· Patna j and DR. BUOHANAN
HAMILTON, of the Indian Medical Semoe, in his admirable survey 
of PfJmfJ about 1808 ascertained that the local priests of the 
place retained the oral tradition that the ancient name of 
the place was 'P41a1iputra,' though they could give no material 
proof for this, and even with their aid he failed to find any 
physical trace of that ancient citya after diligent search. 'l'his 
position for it was confirmed by the discov~ry in China of 
those remarkably detailed itineraries of the two Chinese Bud
dhist monks above mentioned, who in their pilgrimages had 
visited the town in the fifth and seventh oenturies A.D., and had 
left descriptions of the chief sites in it and its neighbourhood. 

The geographical details supplied by these narratives 7 clearly -
showed that the lost city must have been situated at or near 
Pima j' and a local survey of the topography of that neighbour
hood disclosed the fact that the river Sim had ,formerly joined the 
Ganges there, and Mr. RAVENSBAW 9 believed that the mounds of 
----,------------------------------------~~--~----------------

1 llBGABTB:lDS in his itiDeJalP1' placed it at 4175 miles down the Ganges from it,. 
junction with the JamVll/,tJ (i.8., at Allababad) and 686 miles (6,000 1ttJd,i,tJ) from the mouth 
of the GangeS-PLINY as analysed by M. V. de St. MABTIR in 2tude 1M l, G6OfJr.IJ1IAi. 
GI"CflMJ,1'8., 1U. 

I D' ARTILL~e V. de St. lUBTIR, op. cit. 
, WILl'OBD, ~,iatl,,1: RtlltJM'"Au, V (1798) and XIV, 880 (1822). 
• W. FlLlRCB:LIR, Inquiry Concerning the Site of the A.noient Palibothra: 

LondoD, 1816. 
• M,moir 'II tJ Mu.p 'II BindultGn, 1788. 
• ElUte,.. IndiG I, 87. 
, Translated into English and French by JULlBR, KUPBOTB, BBu, and others. 
8 v. St. MABTIN op. cit. and in JULIBN'S • Memoire,,' 1857, III,872. 
I Jo.r. Ariatio Soc. (Belli.) (18415), XIV, 187. 
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SEARCH FOB ITS LOST BITE. 11 

piJncA-PaMri were the ruined bastions of the old city, of which 
last, however, he could find no trace. Then the ataff of the 
Archmological Survey reported as the result of their search for it 
that "Modern Patna consequently does not stand on the site of 
old Pa.~liputra, but very close to it, the old citll M,i", Det:Up.'d 
fQMt iB noro the lied of tM Gang" and perhaps part of the great 
islands between Patna and Hajipu, on the opposite side of 
the river. Allor almost all trace. 01 1M ancient cit/l mud long 
"'nce Mve lJeen sroept aroau llU 1M Gange •. " 1 Latterly, in 1818, 
the director· of the archmological survey, General CUNNINGlUII 

himself, to whose unique knowledge of Indian antiquities we 
owe so muah and who collected in his reports many references 
concerning PiJ'/tIlip ut,.a, expressed his belief, as a result of hi. 
subsequent visits to Palna, that remains of the old city still 
existed at OhAoli and PiincA PalliJri, to -the BOuth of the railway; 
and within the manifestly too narrow limits of these mounda 
he thrust all Asou's palaces, the monuments and monasteries 
of the great city.1I The general opinion, however, prevalent 

. amongst the local officers and other reeidents, who had deliber
ately searched for it, was that the site of the old city had been 
entirely washed away by the Ganges, and that not a trace of 
it remained. 

It was at this stage that I, impressed with the importance 
of recovering, if possible, for science and the history of civilisa. 
tion, some of the monuments and records of this great lost 
city, took advantage of a hurried "visit to PatM in 1892 to 
satisfy myself as to the real state of matters. On exploring 
the place I was surprised to find that not only was the ancient 
site practically unencroaohed on by the Ganges, but that most of 
the leading landmarks of Asou's palaces, monasteries, and other 
monuments remained 80 very obvious that I was able in the short 
space of one day to identify many of them beyond all doubt, 
by taking the itineraries of the Chinese pilgrims as my guide. 

I .. ArchlllOlogical Survey of lDdia" R'port, VIII. a4, 1878. 
U,,,.-R'I'0rt, XI. 161-160 (1881), IUld XV, pp. 1-1 (1882). 
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12 HISTORY OF PATALIPUTRA: 

These itineraries of devoted Ohiuese Buddhist monks, FA 
HUN, HIUEN TSIANG, and others, which were origina.lly intended 
as gaide-books to their fellow-countrymen in visiting the various 
sacred Buddhist spots, have a.fforded us the chief clue to 
recovering the ancient geography of India. Although they were 
written by simple pilgrims unprovided with a compass, their 
descriptions, distances, and directions have generally turned out 
to be marvellously trustworthy. Personally, after having tracked 
these itineraries for many hundreds of miles in the adjoining and 
other parts of India, I had com,e to place much trUst in their 
general accuracy. 

On piecing together, then, these Chinese topographical 
accounts of P4/alipatra (the texts of which are herewith attached 
for reference, as Appendix IV), and on projecting the details 
upon paper, we get the annexed rough plan of the great 
capital. 

From it we see that all the chief monuments and palaces lay 
to the BOuth of the old city, which itself fringed the right bank of 
the Ganges. It also is evident that the area of the chief monu
ments was bounded on the north and on the south by two great 
artificial mounds "like little mountains." The most northerly 
of these artificial hills was the hermitage" mountain" raised 
by Ason fo~ his young and sole surviving brother, Prince 
MAHENDRA, who had become a Buddhist recluse and dwelt in 
BUDDHA'S old cave in the "Vulture's Peak" in the far off 
hills of R4J!Jir. Ason in' order to keep his brother near him 
built for him, with gigantic stones, as reported in the pilgrim's 
accounts~ an artificial hill with a cell in a 'solitude' to the north 
of and near the palace~ The most southerly of these great 
mounds was that formed by the clustered rains of the five great 
Btupa, which Ason built to enshrine BUDDHA'S relics, aild which 
HmEN TSIANG described as "lofty • • • • • • at a distance they 
look like little hills." 

The first spot, therefore, to which I hastened on my first visit 
to Pain" \Vas the most northerly of the large mounds in that 
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PLAN I. 

Location of Monuments according ' to Ohinese descriptions. 
(To face page 12.) 
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L. A. WADDELL. 
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DISOOVERY OP rrs LOST SITE. 13 

town, especially as it bore the highly suggestive title of 'the hill . 
of the Buddhist mendicant monk,' namely, 'BM/ma PalliJ";.' , 

This 'hill' I found to be an artificial mound about twenty 
, feet high and about a quarter of a mile in circuit, but consisting 

apparently of brick ruins, not stone, although three large 
blocks of stone, nearly a cubic yard each, lay on the surface, about 
a bundred yards to the north-east, and other large stones near 
its eastern base. But the most curious thing which I found was 
that a rude image which stood on the top of the great mound i. 
called 'The mendicant Prince' (BMJma KunwiJr). 

This image is over six feet high, and differs from the 
ordinary conical mound-idols of India not only in its great 
size, but also in that it has the shape of an elongated hillock 
4eeply scooped out on its southem face to fqrm two masses
a 1arger and smaller-with a deeper recess between them near 
the centre, from ~hich latter point a track runs obliquely down 
to the bottom. The whole contour conveys the impression of a 
two-peaked hill with a path running up obliquely from the left to 
a cell between the two peaks, and it recs.1led to my mind the 
topography of the identical cave where Prince MA.HENDRA. had 
lived in the RiiJiJir hills, namely, the cave of the "Vulture's Peak" 
in the Rajgir hills.' Indeed, it seemed as if not only did' the 
tradition of the Prince's artificial hill still cling to this mound, 
but the Prince himself under the form of his hermitage was atill 
actively worshipped by the peopl~ of Patna, in the same way 
as their ancestors in the Buddhist period must have worshipped 
or reverenced the actual hill and its princely recluse ifl Asou's 
day.1 This would be a remarkable fact in the' history of image
worship if it proved true-namely, that the leading topographical 
features of the hill have been retained in a mud model after so
many centuries, notwithstanding that its mud ~uires frequent 
repair, and its present-day worphippers do not recognise that their 
image represents a hill at all; though this latter consideration 
counts for very little, as we know the tendency in Indian worship 

1 TAe' oiferings made in Iront, are milk, rice, lowe,. andlilk·tJuoead. 
B 
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14: . DISTOBY OF PAT.LIitPtrI'JIA: 

to blindly· perpetuate a "form or rite 'mechanically onae 'it lIa 
become stereotyped. 

'Be this as it'may, the ittiportant fact remained'that I 'found 
here, to the 'north of the other great 'mounds 'at Pima, 'ail 

artificial 'hill' 'with some huge blocks oR 'stone near :its' batte, 
i'ijtaining in its names l'estig'es of the 'Buddhist period; 'and'tbe 
bames th'en1Sel\?eB denoting' the hill of the Buddhist 'Mendicant' 
and 'the Mendicant Prince;' Ike historical mendicant prinoe of 
PiJ/fIHJ:utra having been, as we have geen, Asou's 'brother, 
Prince MAHENDRA, whose artificial hermitage 'hill' ]fiy Ito 
the north of all the other great monuments'of ,ASOKA. 

From:' here I made my way, as straight 8.S pOssible, to 'the 
great mound ·on the south of Palna, bearing the highl, sug
gestive title of 'the five ,hills' (Panola PalliJ/ri, see map 'iLlao 
.plan II), as it will ~ remembered that 'the most 'southerly of 
all the monuments of the ancient city was the gJ'oup of 'the five 
great dupa, of ASOKA.., the ruins of which were described 
in the seventh century 'as being like 'little hills;' and I found 
that they by their position, form, and 'traditions were without 
doubt'the'lllius of these very identical five' 8tupa,.' 

.In this way, having fixed beyond doubt the iact that the 
most southerly mass of ruins of ASOKA'S capital 'still existed 
in "much the same 'condition as in HIUEN TSIANG'S day, 'snd 
that the tradition of a mendicant prince still lingered in the 
neighbourhood of the most northerly of the extant' mOlinds 
about two miles 'distant, and the intervening araa, I saw, 
contained" numerous 'mounds, with several sculptured slabs of 
A'80KA'S :epoch lying about, under trees, or at wells, or plastered 
into the wal1s of buildings, it was clear that the chief sites 
1rithin the limits of the old city 'were still practically intact, 
a.nd 'had not been washed away by the Ganges· or other river, 'as 
generally supposed, and that 'many structural remains of Ason's 
city still existed. And a.s positive proof that this was intl~ed 
the old city, I discovered within the Jain temple (21 on map) 
an inscription (see plate VII).giving 'P04al'-pura' as the name 
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DISCOVERY OF ITS LG&T iUTE. 
_ __ _ ___ :::1 _ _ __ 

of the place.1 ThiEl seems the first occasion on-which the actual 
ancient name had been found at or nea.r P4tniJ. 

Next" day, I found that porlions of 'Ae old "ooden "alII of 1146 
oily (I' d6BcnlfJd IU MegfIBiMMB ,till 6~iBl6d in this area I actuall y 
in . ,{iN I The great QeaInS are found buried fifteen to twenty 
feet below the present surface level, when the villagers dig wells 
in particul~ places. On striking these great beams standing erect 
80 many feet below the 8urface, the 8Uperstitiou~ villagers, 
unable to account for the presence of the huge posts, usually 
abandon their attempted wells. But although the local tradition 
has thus been lost, I noticed the curious faot that the caste which 
occupies the 'small wards adjoining these old wooden walls are 
almost exclusively the Bow-men (' DMnu,k '), probably the 
descendants of the old soldiery who kept watch and ward over 

. these battlements in ancient times! 
I also by a hurried inspection of several of the mounds and 

\Villages found Various fragments of sculpt)ll'eB and other con
firmatory details which led me to conclude that the modern 
village of Ku,mrahar (11 on map) covered the site of the greater 
part of the old palace, the remains of which latter were deeply 
buried twelve to twenty feet below the surface; and that the ruins 
of others of the ancient' buildings existed at the various spot. 
numbered on the accompanying. map. .As to the identity of 
some of these, I hazarded a few provisional conjectures, but 
I expressly added, "the real nature of most of these mounds can 
only be revealed By actual excavation." At the same time, I 
.pointed out that the necessary exploratory excavation must inevit
ably be very difficult and costly owing to the . fact that moat 
oof··the likely sites are largely built over or covered by Muham
·madan graves, and ·because the -old ·ruins lie deeply buried 
.dawn in the delJri, of over twenty centuries, often with little 
:or no surface-marking to indicate their presence. 

I P84ali is the C1l1'1'ent Hindi form for the name of the flower • PalaU;' the t is 
1'8placed b,4. For further detaililee Appendix IX, p, 83. 

t The existence of some beaml ienral milel away withiD the oit;r o~ PaUla' had 
beeD reoorded hI Xr. )(cCaurDLa iD 1811~. p. 21. . 

B2 
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16 EXCAVATIONS AT PATALlPUTJU.. 

These important results of my hurried two days' visit I 
reported at once. to the Government of Bengal, who forthwith 
printed and published my rough notes on the subject.. The 
great interest thus excited amongst European orientalists by the 
discovery that the exact site of ASOKA'S classic capital was still 
extant, and contained structural remains and probably invaluable 
historical inscriptions earlier than any hitherto known, led to an 
influential request being addressed to Government to make the 
necessary excavations at the spots indicated by me. 

rfo this, Government generously assented, and granted funds 
for the work. Unfortunately, however, these primaryexcava
tions, begun in 1894, when I wf!os absent 011 sick leave, were 
misdirected. They nevertheless confirmed my identification of 
the Panch Pallari as being the ruins of great dupa" and also the 
already known fact that at the Obboti p,ahari was a great ,tapa,· 
which from my later inspection in 1892 I was inclined to think 
might .be tile celebrated first and greatest of all the relic-,tupa, 
erected by Aeon, as General CUNNINGHAM had latterly supposed. 

In 1895 Government asked me to direct and supervise the 
excavations which they wished to be made at the sites which· 
I had indicated as· lying within 'the old palace,'· that is, the 
palace ·of the kings of the ltfau,rya dyn8.sty. Such excavations 
can only be done during the iJry season, as it is only then that 
the level of the ground-water. at most of the sites· falls suffi· 
ciently to ·allow of the necessary deep digging. Op visiting 
Patna for this purpose, I secured for the Calcutta museum 
all the various portions of Buddhist railings and other import
ant pieces of sculptures which were lying about or fixed 
in buildings in accessible positions, after I had gained the 
consent of their owners. I was forlunate also in obtaining 
for the local supetvisio.n of the proposed excavations, 88 I 
could not be present personally, the active assistance of 

I INeov,ry of tA, 'llad ,ie. of P61aZiptttra anti d"criptitm oj' eA. '.I'.rjioill.l 
.f'emain., 11192. 
. ~ el1JUfI •• HolJl .4.1'''''. S. Rept., XI, 1&1. 
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COLOSSAL CAPITAL QUASI-PERSEPOLITAN. 

Reduced to Ii \II 

Photo by L.A.Waddell . Photof;ra.vure. Slll'V<'Y of India OOke •• Cakutti.April J5C:I 
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DISCOVERY OJ!' QUASI-GREEK OAPITAL AND ASOKA,PILLAR. 17 

Mr. O. A. MILLS, of the Public Works Department, who was 
then stationed at Pama •. 

In· May 1896 the exploratory trenches were commenced at 
the various spots pointed out by me at KumriAa,., BulandM, 
BaMclurpu,., and'Rampu,.. Within a few days so many important 
sculptures and other objects were unearthed that I was telegraphed . 
for to visit the.excava~ons and advise furtJi.er proceedings. 

Mr. MILLs' telegram dated 22nd May 1896 was:-
., Have found atone oa.rvinga, beams, one coin supposed. to be Ohinese, 

images, foundation of buildings, moulded bricks, stone pebbles, etc, Pleas, 
eome by Saturday'. mail if possible, as your advice as to further excavation 
is urgently needed." 

These sculptures, on inspection, I found included the mag
nificent colb88fJl capital of a distinctlU Greek tupe-quasi-Ionic, 
figured in plate II. It was found twelve feet below the surface, 
on digging at a spot indicated· by me in the Bulandhi grove of 
mango trees, where there was no surface-marking to guide me 
except a large rough stone with a peculiar legend attached to it 
like that related by HZUEN TSIANG in regard to Buddha's foot
print stone. This huge capital by its beautiful workDl8Il.ship, 
material, and the depth at which it was found amongAt ruined 
walla seemed manifestly of AsoKA's period or very soon after 
it. And the immense importance of this find is that it ia tM 
mild Grecian 8culptur~ !Jet found in India, excepting the capitals 
of Asou's pillars and the' Indo-Grecian' statues and friezes of 
the Panjab; and that it i8 found within tM palace precincts of 
ARon's own capital, find i8 prolJahZu of Ason's own age! 

The other 'findll' thus brought to light were portions of old 
brick walls ten to fifteen feet below the surface, a]so ancient 
wooden bridges 8.?-d piers or 'gMt8' along the ancient moats. 
These remains afforded clues to further promising sites fol' 
exploratory trenches. And in one of these positions, which I had 
thus indicated, Mr. MILLS, assisted by his surveyor, AID[ED 
HOSSAIN, had the rare good fortune in June 1896 to find (at 16 
on map), about ten feet below the sudace, the bl'Oken fragmen~ 
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of· a. gigantio pillar of Asoot one of those polished ooloual 
monoliths which that emperor set up and inscribed with his 
ediots when no rooks were near, and of which two existed in his 
capital at the time it was visited by the Chinese pilgrims. Frag
ments of· nearly half of the whole pillar were recovered, but 
these unfortunate]y bore no trace of the inscription. This 
·miBBing portion or fragments of it will probably be found by. 
further excavation. near this place, for this seems. to be the ori
ginal situation of the pillar, because the expOl8d fragments lie in 
the centre of 8. ooun bordered by rows of monastic cells, built of 
massive bricks of the old Buddhist period. The expense, 
however, of the deep excavations necessary for this purpose is 
almost prohibitive. 

The discovery of this pillar of Aeon supplied another most 
imponant clue to the topography of the ancient palace and city. 
But this could not be followed up immediately, owing to the 
onset of the rainy season and the occurrence of famine in 
a nother part of the province 1tithdrawing Mr. MILLS frotp this 
work. Ultimately about the beginning of 1897 a subordinate of 
the Public Works Department was sent to carry out my instruc
tions, but he only very partially followed them, and so advanced 
the researoh very little. 

In March last (1899) I was permitted by Government to 
visit Pama for a few days to report upon the whole question 
of the excavations there, and especially to show what had 
been achieved and what still remained to be done in the way 
of practicable excavation at the site of the old palace of Ason 
apld . the Maur1laa. I went very carefully over the whole 
~ound several times; and this in itself was no easy matter, as the 
old site extends over several square miles, and is thickly built 
over in great part, freely intersected with tortuous stretches of 
water-old channels of the river SOn-and barred by groves and 
clumps of trees w.hich cut off the view. 

The result of this review of the situation, whilst confirming 
breadly and in most particulars my original identifications, as 
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madaat.Dl)J:tw.D.visits in 1892, extends considerably our kno .... 
ledge of several important details, and especially so of the limite 
0.£ tb~ pala.~ and,tho.position of ita.chief mODum,ents, 88 will be 
8eeq,i~ t!J.e !"JcPPlpmying.map, plans, and photographs. 

Ip 4~p.ing these particulars I shall first co~der the quel:
tion as to the bounda.ries of the old city, then the extent and 
bo~d,aries of the palace, and afterwards the sites of the chief 
i~~~vidyal monumellts. &f far as can, be ascertained at present. . 

THE CITy OF PITALIPUTRA: 

ITS LOCATION AND BOUNDARIES. 

The. ~oppJrical position of the city is fixed, by the. fore
g!>ing, data, at a point somewhere in the immediate vicinity 
of the' modem town of Patna. The old city stood on the soutl;t 
bank of ~e Ganges at the confiuence of the latter river with 
another, called by the Greeks 'ErranolJoa8,' a name apparently 
intended for the river HirafJ!lalJaku or &n,t which formerly joine~ 
the Ganges here, and in the accompanying map I have indicated 
in gr~en the present traces of the old channel of the sOn, which 

• se0lIlS to be the river in question. 
As the city was recorded to have lain more than hall-a-mile' 

to the north of the palace, and as we have found vestiges of the 
~ at the village of Kumriikar (see map), I thus'began my 

I~BO does IIOt,lUP'D.e tJds riTer. but Auu •• writiDg apIJ.lU'8ntly from the 
lIIDle sources (MBGABTBPBS). calls it 'E.,.,.fJJtoboru: whioh is usually coD.sidered 
to be intended fOr the Indian • Bi'l'a.Jtya..ba1a,· or 'The Golden Armed: a title 
JdMb".Sir W. JoUJ ahowed [..4littl'c R'HfJf'CMI. IV. 10 (J796)] was an ancient nqa.. 
of the riTer Son, and Colonel WILJ'OBD (i4_. XIV. 880) quotel P"-T"-lfnLI as 
Writing 'Pitaliputra on the Son' (cllit. &7Iam Pif,fJlipul1'cI) a1ao Ind. Antiquari. 
187!. p. JOl). But AUI"-lf and PLIJrr enumerate both the 'E""'(Jno~' ILJId 
• Bon • as distinot riTera. It might also be intended for the m1'a.n,f/4fJlJti or The 
• Goicfen One,' whioh was a title of the Ga7lrifJlc or one of its branohes at the time 
and place where Buddha died; and the Ga7llla,/e joins the Ganges opposite Pat.a at 
the present day. 

t 'More than three Ii to the-lOuth of· this..oity· was the. grelt. relic.nuJlfJ whioh was 
'toiIli" the royal precincts.' F,,- HI"-lf-See Appendix IV. ~ 
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10 B01Jl!iDAlUES OF THE om. 

&eaJ:Ch for the boundaries of the old city to the north of that 
village. 

The form of the city, about B.C. 800, we learn from MEGAS

TBENES, was a long parallelogram about nine miles in length, 
apparently fronting the Ganges. His description is as 
foUows:--

Ie At the meeting of this river (the Ganges) With another is situated, 
c Pali6otlt,.a,' a oity eighty alfIflia (9'2 miles) in length and fifteen (1'7 miles) 
in breadth. It is of the shape of a parallelogram and is girded with a 
wooden wall, pierced with loopholes for the discharge of arrows. It has a 
ditoh in front for defenoe and {or receiVing the sewage of the oity.l This 
ditch which c enoompassed it (the oity) all round' was six hnndredfeetin 
breadth and thirty oubitl! in depth, and the wall was orowned with 670 
towers and had four-and-sixty gates." I 

In the seventh century A.D. the ruins of Asou's city were 
still 12 to 14: miles S "in circuit: although it is waste and desolate, 
the parapets of the walls still remain." C . 

Such a long strip of high-lying and densely-inhabited land 
we still find in the direction and general position here indicated, 
namely, about half-a-mile to the north of the village of 
Kumriillar which latter is a part of the old palace. It stretches 
from Baniipur on the west to beyond Pama city on the east, 
about eight miles in length, and it is bounded on thr~e sides • 
by deep moats and on the fourth or north side by the Ganges. 
1'he 'moat' on the south side, averaging about 200 yards in width 
8.nd still retaining water for the greater part of the year, is an old 
channei of the S-on, the same which had been utilized in its eastern 
portion by the Muhammltdans as the' southem moat to their 
fortifications at PdtntJ (see map). On the west are several moatS 
representing probably reductions in the size of the city by 
encroachments of the river or otherwise. 

1 STB.A.BO, XV, i, 81-36; MoCrindle'l .A.I., fR. 
I A..Baulir I .. tllctllO; MoCrindle,68. 
a .. About aevenv lit" HItrJlK TlLUfG'. Life (Bea1), p. 101. 
'Itl_tlOl. . 
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THB OLD WOODEN Pn.tSADIl. 21 

Within the oblong tract thus demarcated, Pam" ' city' 
seems without doubt to occupy part of the site of the ancient 
pa/dziputra, and at its high south-west corner stood, in my 
opinion, the village of palali (' pa/dli-griimtl') which formed the 
nucleus of the ancient city. The popular shrine of the 'city
goddess' (pata,. DIVI) further to the west doubtless also stands 
on part of the old city, together with the, higher lYing ground 
by BAilcna P"llari towards Bankipu,.. The western border of the' 
city cannot, however, be defined at present, even' approximately, 
owing to the land there having been so much cut up by the swirl 
of the Ganges and SOn rivers. Nor can the eastem limit' be 
indicated with certainty; for the line of beam-palisades dis
covered at the place marked (. .) on the map does not show 
whether it defined the extreme eastern border of the city or 
merely bounded an arm of the moat. 

In attempting to trace and map out the boundaries of the old 
city, our most trustworthy, guide, in the absence of superficial 
walls, or their indications, would obviously be the lines of this old 
buried beam-palisade, if we could find them. The first notice of 
the fact that vestiges of these old walls still exist was recorded 
in 1811.1 They were found in the heart of the modem town 
of Pama at the point above mentioned and here detailed:-

"During the oold season 1876 w~t digging a tank t in BABik" Jiit"'fJ 
OA",.., a part of Patna almost equally distaut from the cAauk (market-place) 
and the railway station, the excavators, at a depth of lOme 12 or 15 feet 
be10w the swampy surface, diaoovered the remains of a long brick wall 
running from north-west to south-east. How'far this wall extended beyond 
the limits of the excavation-(whioh latter was) probably more than a 
hundr~ yards-it is impossible to say. Not far from the wall and almost 
parallel to it was found a line of palisades, the strong timber of whioh it 
was .oompoeed inolined slightly towards the wall. In one place there 
appeared to have been some sort of outlet for two wooden pillars rising 'to a 
height of some 8 or 9 feet above what bad evidently been the anoient level 
of the place and between whioh no trace of palisade oould be diaoovered, 
had all the appearanoe of door or gate-posta." 

1 J. W. MCCllI:RDLB. ~ WiG a tlHcriW IIf MlflaI"", p. 201. 
, Now oallecl' M".,l. &lAi6', t"z-' 
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Further traces. 01 the~ 9ld. wood,ttn w~ we~ foup,cJ by 
D).e., ip. 1692 at lf~vemI .P~, Que tQ tlU.'ee ~es; dj,t.tt;nt;. W 
~l ev~ry CR8~ the. t()PS of. th, ~JD8. were OVQ,.. 18 fe.et he.\By 
~ p~~t level of. the grou.ndoj TJ\f~' finst, of. the~ is ~t.~ 
spQ~ m~ked. -19 0.11 tb~ map •. Thia point. i~. abput ~.OO ya.rJit 
to. the ·north of the.aaored well called.' .Aga •. hali' ani near the 
WBJI~J'Jl border· of the village! Tulai Mandi, by the Bida Df a. moat 

. which i3 ~ed by the older villagers. 'The. Emperar?s, MDa.' 
(M.~i.it:Q,ik.MMfI). Here a cluste;r of abou~ tw-en~:"five: to,t~ 
b~ we~. e.xposed, iJl cli..ggblg a tank about thirty yeaI1t, ago, 
~4 ~y ~fl.i:Aed. vjai'b.lg fRf sev~llLl.y.ear8: some were .carried oW 
f.pr. fil'~.wo~.. I sa.w a portioD of QUe of the. beams and found it 
tp. b~ 8fJ1 ,tra~.l ab9ufi. tWQJ f~t in. di3me.ter, Jmd though dark,in 
C9Io~,.m~lYeUously. ~ll.prea.erved. __ I. also found. that by the.JIiide 
of these beams the villagers batt l'Ooeutly expos8cLthe. top.of! a 
h~p of, larg~, rO\lghly sp1i,nf;e~ stone.s,.eaQb, Q.bQut. tw~ feet in 
.cliAmflter." 8.l\d. p.i1e~ ,as if t9, p~v~~t .the . beamfl. fmlll! beooU\Wg 
~d~~e9.:by th~ watAr ... Tlds_.wu..pro~bly..the Rite,of·.one of 
tbose. nllJll.W;o.us: woodep. .tpwj:}rJ Jl\tlJl~9»ed by ~8TJlME8 :a.t..a.n 
inltl~. (ci,oor .or ca~l) l~g. i.qto th~ ~wn from the, south, .. or 
a'Mlu~o~\~f. the' p~., 

Th~ 'tw9, o'(;hf>!'. PQ,mts wh~~ I fotmdl pO.mons, of: the beam
pulisade, .still in s.iJu aJ,'e, a~ -1.3. apd..,. -2~. on map, of which 
pa.r.tiAularll. will. he gj.Y~1l\. ,p~~tly. with ,reference to the· palaoe 
:b~..undaries. 

The stmcture of the paJisade was probably -similar to that 
figured in one of the friezes I obtained from the Swat v~lley:, 

depicting th~ woodel,l fo~fications of Kapilavaatf4_ a~d dating. t~ 
abp:u,t the bt centm.'y of our e~, when. the 'lirMitio.naI appearaD~ . 
. Qt. the.· old w.o<Hl.en walls had doubtless not been. forgotten~ In 
JJ" ·portion afterwards- ,tnoed B to· the. south· of BulandM, the 
beams-. av;eraged 18 to-20· inches ·in diameter and appeared to 
be· ·armnged in a double line, the one about 51 fect. dista~t 
f1'9~ the other; and_ tb_e individual posts seemed connected by 

* =._ t __ 

18Aor," r06l11tcc. I I By Bahn Pumachandra. 
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VESTIGES OJ! TBB' CITY. 28 

transverse planks. The space betwee~ the double row of beams 
was probably filled with earth. 

No further vestiges of the walls, wooden or· brick, of the old 
city have yet been reported, though I have. no doubt that· any 
resident of Battkipur. who kept an outlook on the. wells, draiIl8 and 
tanks which are constantly being dug thereabouts would ObtaiB 
-many more. 

N everthel-ess from the general indications· now -available it 
-seems fairly clear· tha.t relatively little of the ancient site has 
been cut away· by the Ganges, probably ress than half of- the 
river frontage of the city. This river'while habitually carrying 
away the land bodily· for many- miles- in width to the nOl'th.1 
appears· to have- spared the site·of P'jfJliputr. in great-measure. 
It ·bends northward at BG"ktp"r, which name indeed means' the 
town· of the (river-). bend.' It is clWioJ1S, however, to lind that . 
the great fair. of this part of Mid.India is held, not at Pa0ea, but 
on the sands opposite to it, on· the· northern bank of the· river at 
the con:Huence of the· Gandak) which place curiously is called 
Sonpur. This, hO)Vever, can scarcely refer to the river '·8On,' as 
it is' on· the· opposite .side. of the Ganges.and is far·fr-om· the 
ascel'tained site·of the monuments· of Pa.jaliptdrfl.' 

The greatest monuments of Pii1a1iputra, however, we are 
info'l'ID.ed by the Chinese pilgrims,. lay to the south of the city 
and chiefly within the Palace precincts. 

, r Tiili. . is ~ell illustrated in the following extract' from a r~cent ~e,;,.pap~ ri~'ie 
on the -encroao1unents of the river·at Pa1&si opposite Patna;- . 

"The·~s.here will:one clay leave·the lan~ gha"t half+.llIlll' from,the rift. 
while a few days later it will cut the ghat and railway sidings away,; another time ~ 
sand bank will suddenly appear in mid channel, and the authorities will have to find a 
ne"chanael for theif fer;ry steaJpel'; that, per,haps, Dl~' a deviatiOA of three or fow 
miles, which makes a considerable di1ference in the time-table. This ma.;r remain open 
for a few weeks, and then gradually fill up again, and a new chaIllleI has to be found. 
This is Mothe~ GaDges' oldest and most Iavourite amusement." 

I Another name on the north bank which appears to me to possibly pre~ 0_ 

of the old names is tbt of the gkat or embarkingpIace opposite the :aankipm end ,of 
patna. . The old name of this part of the country was according to the Greek &ccouut 
• Prui,' which was interpreted by Surgeon Wilson, the great Sanskritist,. as represent'. 
ilIg . .the ~ wor!1 P'I'ilcllqja"or.' Eastem,' and this very probably, is its real. .zqeaning. 
Still it seems werth noting that the opposito embarkiDg, place for }Ja~ is caJleti 
the ferry of • PtJlui' or • PfWtMi.' 
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THE PAUOE. 

THE PALACE. 

The old palace, as containing within its grounds the chief 
ancient monuments, is therefore of more iplportance for us than 
the city itself. And we have the positive satisfaction of having 
found part of its ruins beyond all doubt. 

It stood, according to the Chinese records, "to the south of the 
city," 1 "from which 0l?-e of its chief monuments (~e great ,.elic 
ampa) was more than 3 Ii, that is, over half a mile. And the dis
covery of the broken Aaoka-pillar and the position of the great 
Btupa (28 on map) and the otheJ.:sculptures and ruins of buildings 
disclosed by the excavations confirm my identification that Kum
,.aM,. village covers a principal portion of the palace ruins. The 
tradition also of its villagers gives this place as· the residence 
of the old ra/a of the .country, and especially of VIItRUUDITY.A., 
who was one of the 'Imperial Guptas' kings of Pajaliputra 
about A.D. 400, and the oldest ,.aJa of which they had heard. . 

What the size of the palace was is not stated. either by the 
pilgrims or in any other published record tha~ I can find. But 
to accommodate so many large monuments in addition to the 
retinue of such a mighty Eastern potentate and soldier as AsoRA. 
was, it must have been of very large extent. 

The 'camp' of SANDRAKOTTOS, as described by the "Greek 
ambaSsador, contained 400,000 men. Of such a large army, 
-only a fraction would likely be quartered in the palace or even 
in the city permanently; but its vast number conveys some idea 
of the large size of the palace itself. So also does the Greek 
description of life in the palace and the stately processions from 
it on business and pleasure, and the references to its large 
grounds and pleasure gardens.-

"The oare of the King's person is entrusted to women, who also 
are bought from their parents. The guards and the rest of the soldiery 
attend outside the gates of the Royal apartments. The King may not 

I Bee p. 1a. . 
I ODe of the pleasure gardeDa within the Palace in Alon', da,. is said (I) to 

have been JWIIed 'Btdi"ctldlaa",.': '" Md6",,,,, .. Tumour, 61, also Appendix VII. 
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UTENT OP PJ.L.A.CE. 

sleep during the daytime, and by night he is obliged to change his oouch 
from time to time with a view to defeat plots against his life.1 

"The King leaves his palace not only in time of war, but also for the 
purpose of judging 0&U888. Be then remains in oourt for the whole day. 
Another purpose for whioh he leaves his . palace is to offer saoriflce; a third 
is to go to the oha.ae, for whioh he departs in Baoohanalia.n fashion. Crowds 
of women surround him, and outside this circle spearmen are ranged. The· 
road is marked off with ropes, and it is death for man and womau alike to 

-pus within the ropes. Ken with drums and gonge lead the proOHBion 
• • • • • • Of the women, some are in chariots, some on honea, .and some 
even on elephants, and they are equipped with weapons of every kind, u 
-if they were going on a campaign." I 

Although the precise boundaries of this great palace cannot 
yet be defined with any certainty, owing to the want of 
inscribed records in BitU, and there being little on the surface 
to indicate the ruins underneath; still from the fact that we 
have found several fixed points (notably 'the five relic-Blupa, 
and the mounds of ruins' immediately to the north of these) 
and some of the actual monuments (the great stupa, portions 
of two old stone-railings, the ABoka-pillar, &c.) we may from 
these and the general topography provisionally consider tl-at the 
palace stretched .from Chlwti Paha,.; (26 on map) to Kumrahar 
with a. north-western extension through BulandM, SantJalpu,., 
Bahadurpu1·, even as far as Pi1"tMpu", 8.n.d that the ruins on 
which the 'Dargah' (4 on map) now stands probably represents 
a detached northern portion of· the palace on the way to the 
Ganges. This would give the Palace and its surrounding build~ 
inga and grounds an area of over four square miles, with a 
somewhat sinuous outline towards the south, bordering the old 

• channels of the river sOn. The line of very old ~ 
foundations which stretch almost continuously from Ohhoti 
Palla,.; to beyond BulandM shows that by Ason's time, what
ever it may have been in Buddha's day, no large channel of 
the SO,. flowed in between. 

1 STUBO xv. i, 46-49: McO.,86. 
2 Smuo XV. 1, 6s-:-56: ),fcC., 72, 
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·26 THE PA.LACE. 

In searching for traces of the boundaries of the old palace, 
I found what are evidently parts of its old wooden 'walls' 
'or palisade in two 01' three localities. Firstly, north-west 
of Kumrillar at the point (marked -2 on plan II) where in 
1892 I had recorded one beam, further digging here exposed 
about; sixteen feet below the surface, a line of several erect 
beams running east and west. The beams were of 8al wood, 
about eighteen feet long by 14" X 12", and they evidently 
formed the northem boundary of a canal or old armlet of 
the E"on. Again at '-20 in plan, II, about a quarter of 'a mile 
east of Oklloti Pakiri, in line with and due south of the clump 
of beams at Talai Nandi already referred to as forming part 
probably of the city walls,. I found a similar group of enor
Dioua beams about 'eighteen feet below the tmrface.1 The 
posts are clamped together With bands of iron. This seems 
to have been a pier or the foundation of a tower, 'and is' on 
the westem border df a very 'old site now ca.lled KlIaratmia, 
\there the tlilwiB of broken clay cooking vessels extends down 
fo"!' fifteen to twenty feet. Another 'erect beam was lately 
found 'on digging a well in the field close to the south~west I 

comer of Kumrillar. And at Rampur other beams were 
fbUnd 'which, however, seems more for drainage purposes than 
for ;defence.' 

From the disposition of these beams and the topogmphy 
of the country with, reference to the SOn channels, and the 
results 'of the excavations so far made, it would seem that 
the palace covered this large area to the south of the city, 
from which it was cut off by water-channels, of Which 
mnaller armlets seem. to have penetrated the palace-grounds, 
'tind that both the 'palace and these water-channels -were forti
'tied by palisades. I have already noted the curious:fa.ct , 
tJi.at 'the eastem 'border of this ancient stronghold is at -the 
present day almost exclusively inhabited by the '&Wmen ' 

I In a'field be10DgiDg to Meghu Xolri. 
• See aftez-p. 4.1. 
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~ste,' pYobably the descendants' ()f 'the old palaoe gual'd of 
archers. '1 may also mention in this 'l'espect that these 
-rillagers 'have built bh theoutsltirts of' thea luub.lets' special 
'Wrestling-'grounds,' brioked 'alid plas1lered 'platforms where 'the 
'Bowmen' 'youth' nowadays 'biaulge 'in friendly rivaIrY their 
martial (?) instincts. 

'EXCAVATIONS 'ON 'THE "srtE OF THE PXLACE. 

As the important ruins of these ancient times are so deeply 
buried 'in the dust and rubbish of subsequent centuries, it is neceB
~ry t"o resort to excavation iii order to recover their vestiges. 
This operation reveals the interesting 'fact, as in digging into 
the older peat-mosses in 'Europe, that there is a chronologioal 
stratification, where each generation has left its own record. ' 

"This is especially evident in the fragments of pottery and bricks. 
On penetrating the thin superficial stra.tum of the preflent day 
with its fi'a'gments of bricks of the ordinary European 'proportions 
--as'this standard employed by the Government PubUc Works 
Department is, everywhere imiiBted by native builders, less (than 
a' 'fodt brings us to the thin 'biacnit bricks of the Muhammadan 
pe'riod. On going further down we find 'the bricks 'become larger 
a.riil larger during 1Ih:e earlier med:ireval period, 'till at 'the depth of 
twelve 'to fifteen feet 'we reach thOBe u8uany found in the buildings 
of fAson's age, measuring' siXteen to 'eighteen 'inches in length 
by'ten to 'tWelve in breadth a:nd two tol'hree inches in 'depth. 

'-The 'rise in the genetallevel'of the cOlintry'8nd of the beds ~of 
the rlvers'has beensogr'eat'that many of'the'b.ncien~ buildings alte 
(!overed now by Open fields. Thus at KuHtraM,.:a.'iid'8.i'otmd it most 
of the old buildings, monaslio (and 'bther, are fOlind deep beneath 
fieldS bearing' crops 6f potatoes, pulse, rand rice, and withoUt 
praCtically any stuiface indications of 'their lpresence. 

This rise in the -surface level of the gro~d is partly due to 
the ruins of buildings, ther accliuiu1a:ti611 ofJhe i'e1use 'of 'V'illages, but 
mainly and chiefly to the si1t-deposte(i'by the -riva' Hoods, and,~ 
I think to a considerable extent to the 4u "caught and held fast 
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by grass and weeds. The rate of this deposit as indicated by the 
depth at wbi~h the old. remains are found would give about 
eighteen to twenty feet in about twenty-two centuries or less than 
one foot in a hundred years.l An interesting geological fact is 
that pebbles are found thus far out from the hills at a depth 
of about twenty feet. . 

But all ~his silting and covering up of the ancient surface tends 
to reduce the prominences and depressions in great measure to one 
dead level and effectually masks the ruins underneath, rendering 
their recovery a task of extreme difficulty. In this way one has 
to work almost entirely in the dark on the lines of a scientific 
research, and be ever on the 81ert to recognise clues when they 
present themselves and follow them up duly without destroying 
any structural vestiges. Besides this, the great depth to which 
the excavation must be carried to reach the ancient ground level 
takes m:uch time and is very costly. 

'fhe first spot at which I commenced excavations was at 
Kumrahar (11 on plan II), where that ancient pillar carved in 
deep relief had been found, inside the courtyard of the owner of 
that village, Shaikh .AKRAH-UL-lIAQ. This gentleman had oblig
ingly presented to me 'for. Government portions of a Buddhist 
lwing and a few other sculptured stones which he or his ancestors 
nad unearthed . in digging wells or house foundations hereabout, 
and he at my request permitted his courtyard to be incised.deeply 
in several directions. These trenohes were carried down to over 
twelve feet by Mr. MILLS, but besides the fact that they Rhowed 
,that the whole thickness of that stratum was composed of broken 
bricks and plaster, which had frequently been dug over, thez 
revealed no structuraJ remain, except a winged griffin. sculp7 
·tured . in white san~stone, 30 inches long.' It may "00. 
noted that griffins, although met with in Assyrian sculpture, 

1 A. IOmewhat similar rate was also found in respeot to the excavation of the old 
fort at Caloutta by Mr. C. R. Wu.aOlr. The remam. oithe preTioUl ceutUry were found.· 
a little OTer one foot below the ·prelOnt IUrfaoe leTel. . 

, Now-in the IndianllulOum. 
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PLAN II. 

Actual Position of the Ruins. 

1 Brick Ruins &; Huge Oapital 
I Line of Beams 
S Wooden Piers &; Drains 
t Brick Ruins 
5 Mound and ~"'llple Pillar 
• Brick Walla 

7 Do. do. 
B lloatue on Old Mound 
9 Aeob· Pillar 

10 Rail Coping Stone 
p l.e.nd·Owner·s House 
1% Snbterannean Passage 
13 Brick Walla 

i4 Iron (~Stone) Trough 

(To face page 28.) 

Sc.t.u. IN IALL' 

.... ~~ ...... '~~~~~~~I-

15 Site where Rail·bar. excavated 
16 Temple with Bevernl Rail· bars, &C. 
17 .. BuddWst Images 

18 Beam. and StOnes 
19 'Agam' Well 

2IJ BeomB 
21 lIrick W"lls 
22 Brick Embankment 
23 Brick Ruins 

2' GreatStup! 

25 High Brick Mound 
'26 Erick Buina 

'11 The '5 Belic Stupu' 
28 Stone Pavement. 

18 

L. A. WADDELL. 
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ANCIENT SCULPTURES AND BUILDINGS. 29 

are also specially referred to by the old Greek authors in their 
accQunt of ancient India.} 

The ~arved pillar which was unearthed here some years 
ago! bears on its two opposite sides the life-sized figure of a 
female in the old style, possibly of ASOKA'S epoch, and resembling 
generally the reliefs with the giantesses (Yakahini) in the Bkarhut 
railings.s Her uplifted hand grasps the branch of a tree bearing 
fruit somewha.t like the jack-flUit,t and the sides- are gracefully 
decomted with clusters of plantain ll and mangoS fruit. 

A large wall was struck about twenty yards to the west of the 
court-yard (11, plan II), at six feet below the surface. It ran north 
and south, was 3-1 feet thick, and its bricks were of the earlier 
medireval kind, measuring 13" X 10" X 2". Its foundation was· 
reached at 8 foet below surface. It formed portion of a large 
building, possibly a vi/lara, with a plastered brick pavement 
some yards further north, but nothing else noteworthy was found 
on carrying the trenches down to the mud-level. The whole site 
hel'e consil:lts of traces of brick foundations, which have been 
repeatedly Aug into for bricks for building purposes; and on, a 
little mound (at the point X\lO on plan II) lies the coping stone of 
a Buddhist railing (plato I). This latter point is about a hundred 
yards south of the place where were found the fragments of tho 
great Asoka-pillar, to be described presently. 

1 .. Four.footed birds about as large as wolves, having legs and claws like those of . 
the lion and oovered all over the body with blaok feathers, exoept only on the breast, 
where they are red" (KTBsu.s-MoCrindle'. transl., p. 1'1). Its beak is like an eaglo'a 
(id., p. 4'). 

: It is now worshipped in the adjoining Hindu village of Nayatola . 
• Espeoially the one insoribed OAul"lcolc~ DMJota in CWlI'lI'IlI'GHAM'S "Stupa of 

Bharhut," pt. xxiii, 673. Were it not for the fact that a variety of suoh figures in various 
attitudes ooour in the Bharhut soulptures and the fact that in this oase both the left and 

. right hands are uplifted on different sides, the figure by itself might be taken as inte:lded 
.for Maya-Buddha's mother in the oonventioll!l.l. birth-scene. 

4 Arto/!arpul integrifolia. Major D. PBUlI', the Superintendent of t~1O Botanio 
Garden, Caloutta, who has kindly examined the photograph. suggests thlJ.t. the tree may 
be intended for the Indian Screw-Pine (Pandanu. odol'atil,imUl, Linn.), although. 8S 

he remarks, the thorny oharacter of the latter would prevent it being grasped &s in tho 
sculpture. This Sorew-Pine, the fr8iP'l':nt Ketalcll, or • dust-lI~er,' !>ku.~~-pu""pilca, Olr 

Gagan-dbl is saored to Vish~u and Krlshn~ (P"a~ma,l'ograp~,a Indlca, lll, 586), 
, MUla 'Uplentum. l Matlgi/tJ1'a Intl,tll. . 

c 
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South of the landlord's house, about thirty yards, I sank a 
well at the spot (12 on plan II), where according to a village 
tradition there was a subterranean masonry· passage leading for 
several hundred yards in a north-westerly direction. After some 
difficulties, as the excavation at the spot originally pointed out 
showed no structure even at eighteen feet depth, I had to 
retire to allow the sanana women to be brought out to indicate 
the proper spot. This was reached by lateral mining, and a 
structure of large bricks was revealed twelve feet below the 
surface with a cavity partly faced which looked as if it might be 
a passage. But objections were raised to further undermining 
of the houses over it, so that it could not be ascertained whether 
there was an arch, and the interesting question of this subter
ranean passage remains unsolved. Although now so deeply 
buried, it was probably once a building above ground, and 
curiously, while the village legend says, the passage leads to the 
Dargah, about a mile to the north-west; there is also at the 
latter place a subterranean passage twenty feet below the surface, 
and also running north-west, in the direction of Bhikna Pall4ri.l 

The most important find of all, perhaps, at these excavations 
at Kumrailar was the discovery of a broken A8oka-pillarin the field 
at its north-west comer (9 plan II) between the {}haman and 
Kal" ponds, and adjoining the Grand· Trunk Road and railway 
line. There was no surface indication here except that·I noticed 

. the villagers were digging out some large bricks (18" X 111" X 2"), 
evidently of th~ Buddhist period, from rather superficial ruins 
bordering the south side of the latter pond; and in conse
quence I asked MR. MILLS to cut a.n exploratory trench' across 
this high field. In doing this Surveyor AHMAD HOSSAIN, who 
has rendered me much valuable and painstaking assistance 
throughout this enquiry, found on the 1st July 1896 a large 
:fragment of a colossal A,oka-pillar twelve feet below the surface at 
the site marked B on annexed plan III. It was a vertical section 
of the shaft, three and-a-half feet long and nearly two and-a.-half 

I Seo·p. 48 for further detail. of this .Darga" pillage . 
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COLOSSAL PILLA.B OF ASOU. 31 

feet in diameter, giving a circumference of ah9ut 7 feet 7 inches. 
It lay in the north-west corner of a rectangular wall built of the 
above-noted large bricks, and it rested on a stratum of broken 
pieces of bricks and mortar, together with numerous othel' 
splinters of its stone. The two walls enclosing it, which were 
struck ten feet below surface, also rested on the same foundation, 
so they evidently were built aftet' the destruction of the, pillar. 
Further digging exposed two other similar large fragments at 
the spots marked A and B on pIan III, at ten and twelve feet 
respectively down, together with about a cart load of sharply 
shivered chips of the pillar. These were scattered over the 
old surface level, averaging about twelve feet below the present. 

Unfortunately none of the portions found bore any inscrip
tion, and the onset of the rains put a stop to further search for the 

• season. Renewed search in the following year (January 1897), 
beyond recovering sever8l more uninscribed fragments, including 
one at D, added nothing new. Nor was the base of the pillar 
found as evidence of the exact Oliginal site. 

The missing inscribed portions of this pillar, I am still 
hopeful, may be found by further thorough examination of this 
plot and its neighbourhood -:if not the whole inscribed part, at 
least a portion of it, also let us hope the baae of the pillar so as 
to fix the original position exaetly. For the symmetrical position 
of the site where the broken pieces of the pillar were found, 
namely,. between the two old ponds and adjoining the mass of 
medireval brick buildings' on the south side of southerly pond, 
where too lies the coping stone of a Buddhist railing, and the 
rows of brick, cells on either side fringing both ponds, even 
although these cells seem to have been built in medireval times 
after the destruction of the pillar-all these considerations seem to 
favour the view that hereabouts was the original site of the pillar, 
and that this was one of the two A8oka-pi11ars seen and described 
by the Chinese pilgrims. ' 

Which of these two pillars may this one be? The first and 
most southerly pillar stood at the side of the great ,relic-8tiipa 

c2 
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(see plan I) by .the side of the stone bearing Buddha's foot
prints, and over half-a-mile south of 'the city.' It was 'about 
30 feet high H anD. of great circumference,1I and it bore at HIUEN 

TSIANG's visit a "mutilated inscription." 
The other and more northerly pillar was 'to the north side 

of the palace,' S 300 or 400 paces north of the first pillar, says 
FA. H IAN, and it was 'several tens of feet high' 4t or 'more than 
thirty feet' 5 'with a lion on the top of it. On thilil pillar there 
is an inscription recording the things which led to the building 
of Ni-li, with the number of the year, the day, and the mOJ!th.' 
But by HIUEN TSIANG's day the hell-legend G had been grafted on 
to this site, and this pillar was shown to .this pilgrim as marking 
the site of the place of torture which ASOKA is alleged in the 
later myths to have built before his conv( rsion to Buddhism. 

Although in the absence of the in::;cription the identity of 
this pillar cannot be stated with cel-tainty, there seems' a 
probability, when 'we work back from Panck Pakiiri as our 
fixed point, that it is the northernmost of the two, or the 'Nili' 
or· , hell' -pillar. 

Still there remains the possibility that it may be the pillar at 
the foot-print stone, and in favour of this view is the fact that I 
found that a great stone lying in the Bulandki grove, about 150 
yards to the north-east, had attached to it exactly the ~ame legend 
as was related to ·HIUEN TSIANG in regard to the mutilated stone 
with Buddha's foot-prints: indeed, this was related to me in that 
pilgrim's very words. Moreover, about 50 yards to the south is 
the coping stone of a Buddhist railing of perhaps the most priini
tive type yet found; and the cross bars of the railing (plate I) 

I Record8-ii, 91, and Life of H. Tnallg-BuL, 102. FA. HUN says' about 
8 chang high,' which BEAL translates as 85 feet, and LEGGE as 'more than SO cubits 
high,' p. 80. . 

2 The circumference aC?OOiding to FA. HIA.N was one and.a-half chang, which BB..t.L 
translates as '18 feet.' 

3 Record8-ll, 85 and Life of H. Tsiallg, BEAL, 102. 
4 Record8-ii, 81i, about 8 chang-FA. HUlir. 
I Fa Hian-LEGGB, p. 80. 
• Id. SO. 
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were unearthed in digging a well about 100 yards to the east 
of the fragments of the pillar, and several others are worshipped 
in the smalJ. u,tnples in the immediau, vicinity. But if this be the 
southerly pillar near the foot-print stone and the great relic.,tapa, 
where are the remains of the latter? The only mound here which 
suggests a poBSible Btupa is that on which the mosque stands to the 
north-east of the Kalu pond. This might account for the disap" 
pearance of many bricks and stones, also t he fact that the present 
grand trunk roa~, which was also the road for the Pathan 80ldiel'Y 
in the Muhammadan period, passes directly through this site, and 
also the highly embanked railway line, anyone or all of which 
may have used the large brick ruins near as a quarry for roatI
metal. 

How fOal tM. pillar dealroued :1 The shaft has been shivered into 
hundreds of pieces ; but the chief line of fracture in the larger 
pieces shows a vertical cleaYage, dividing the pillars abnost into 
two equal halves. This naturally suggests lightning a8 the des
troying agent, and it is remarkable that the A.oka-pillar which was 
discovered in 1896 at Buddha's birth-place, as a result of the repre" 
sentations and indications made by me to Government, shows 
exactly the same feature, namely, a vertical split down the cent.re 
of '.the column, dividing it into two 1ateral halves, and in tIns 
case the injury certainly was done by lightning, and it had occur
red previous to the visit of ~IUEN TSIANG, who described it 8S 

having been done by 'a wicked [thunder-] dragon.H 

We know, however, from the pilgrim that the fanatical 
Brahmanist king of Western Bengal, SdiNKA, had about twenty 
years before, overran Pataliputra and GOlia and destroyed as far 
as he could the Buddhist monumenttl. He cut down the sacred 
Bodhi tree at Buddha-Gaga, and he especially defaced and des
troyed the foot-print stone at Pafaliputra, but it was' miraculously' 
restored. HIUEN TSIANG makes no mention of the destruction of 
the pillar beside the foot-print stone, and his reference to botll 

J BBA.L'S tr. II. 16. 
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pillars as being , several tens of feet long' and 'thirty fee't long' 
leads to the supposition that they were still erect and unbroken. 

The time at which the destruction of this pillar, happened 
seems from the depth of the level of the splinters, namely, about 
twelve feet, to have been probably before the Muhammadan 
period. 

. The row of cells slong the north border of the plot containing 
the fragments of the pillar were found to have one of the frag
ments under their foundation, thus fixing their relative ages. The 
plan of these cells is shown in the aecompanying sketch. 

At the north-east comer of Kwnriikar'at the point marked 14 
on plan II is reported to be a huge trough, about ten feet long and 
three or four broad, about 15 feet under the surface. FA HIAN 

states that to the north of ASOKA's palace and not far from 
the ' N.1i' pillar was "a great st-one trough" for the palace
offerings of food to the monks. The site ~f a colossal buried trough 
was reported to me by the villagers. Without any leading 
questions on such a subject, the owner of the field pointed out the 
spot to me, and his story was corroborated by an old villager. 
They state that when the p.resent railway (East India main line) 
was being ma~e about forty years ago, a deep cutting was begun 
at this point lor the subway tunnel. In the digging they came'to 
the white sand of the old river sOn, and at about' fifteen feet they 
reached a great trough of the approximate size above stated, but 
they say it was of iron, and not stone. It was so heavy that 
it could not be pulled out despite the superintendence of the 
European engineer. Ultimately, and especially as the supel'stitious 
coolies were alarmed at this monster immovable t.rough, the 
cutting was filled up and t~e present subway 'was cut, about 
fifty yards further west. 

In view of this circumstl;Lntial story t sank a trench at the 
spot indicated, in March, and soon exposed the old lite of cutting 
through the Son sand, thus confirming to this extent the report; 

. but as it was 80 early in the dry season water appE.ared at nine 
feet, and the search could not be continued. 'By Ms,y the subsoil 
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CPLOSSAL TROUGH-TWO OLD STONE RAILINGS. 35 

waters should have sunk sufficiently low to'allow of this important 
trace being searched for. It is quite possible that ASOIU'S trough 
might be of iron: on the other hand, this buried trough may prove 
to be stone after all. 

To the north of this alleged site of the trough and of 
Kumrahar village, as far as the. broad old channel of the Son 
in a line with the part called Oun Sagar is a more or less compact 
mass of old foundations intersected by a few relatively narrow 
waterways, the most southerly of which we have' seen to be 
palisaded. 

The eastern border fringing the Sivai lake has three Hindu 
temples, each containing portions of Buddhist images or Buddhist 
railings, and an interesting sandstone relief of the Sun-God in 
quaai-Greek sty Ie. . 

Portions of two separate old Buddhist railings of sandstone 
have been found by me in this locality; and they are of especial 
interest, not ~nly on account of their extremely primitive charac
ter-probably the earliest yet f()und-but also from their having 
doubtless surrounded the two chief shrines of Pataliputra, namely, 
the 8tip" of Buddha's relics and the foot-print o~· Buddha. Of 

. these two railings thus found, one, apparently the oldest (see 
plate Ill) as it has ruder designs and is most weathered, was found 
in isolated portions, chiefly in the Dargan, though tWo posts 
were on a mound at Bakadurpur. The oldest inhabitant could 
give no clue as to the point where they were unearthed, ~ough 
the crossbars are believed to have been dug up at the Dargan. 

The posts of this railing are of two kinds-one bears central 
bosses or medallions containing animals, namely, a. lion, with a 
smaller animal, possibly its cub, and a dog or lion-faced sea
monster. The other kind of post bears carved human figures: on 
one post an amorous couple under a tree, and on another post are 
depicted evidently the same c01~ple as prisoners tied by a cerd. 

A chief peculiarity of this railing i~ addition to its generally 
primitive appearance is that its cross-bars are r.ectanguht,r and 
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not· ovoid, and they al'e let into very small mortised. sockets, as in 
ordinary woodwork (see plate V). 

'fhe other railing (plate Ii, of which only two posts, a 
portion. of the coping stone and several bars have. yet been 
found., is in fairly good preservat{PJn. 'rhe bars were dug out 
at a pomt. about sixty yards west of the alleged site of the trough 
in quC'stitrn, while the two posts have been in the house of the 
landlord of K umriihar since his father's time, and their source is 
forgotten, They are of a fine-grained. whitish sandstone. Each 
of the posts is adorned with 3 rosettes, the upper and lower repre
senting varied forms of the lotus flower, and the centl'al one bears 
an image or a group-picture. 'rhe central medallion on one of the 
upright posts represents a man going uphill with one of the 
mythical celestial hor~-headed females (Kinnara), who is carrying 
a child. What seems to be a fragment of another post is in the 
neighbouring temple, and bears the figure of a female ~ated 
holdin~ an object like a long bag in her lap. The medallion 
on the square cross-bar seems to represent a scene from the 
Jiii.akas:.a Buddha or sa.ge under a seven-headed snake ("..anopy 
is standing under a tree with his right hand uplifted, and behind 
him sooms a tripod. At his side are two spouted jal'S; and a bird. 
sits on a bell-shaped structure, scored as if to represent rocks. 
The frag~ent of coping stone represents in its upper moulding 
a row of bells and beads sllch as doubtless were tied from post to 
post of its wooden prototype 1 and in its frieze is sculptured a very 
crude tree followed by a group of three monks or Buddhas 
separated by some object from two birds. Altogether the style 
of sculpture in the railings if! very primitive, and seems purely 
Indian in its details except the bead ornament of the coping 
stone. 

Both rails are sculptured on one side only, the reverse side 
being plain and rough. The railing last described has been 
inserted directly in the ground or. in a plastered plinth without 

J .&.& Dr. ihoOH points out that a similar but more elaborate arrangement id foulld 011 
the OOl'~g (.f the Bharh'llt rails. 
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any stone basement. Both rails are of small size, the posts 
measuring only 46 and 37 inches in length respectively; and in 
the more richly ornamented one (plate I) with the ovoid bars, 
the discs on the pillar are 8" in dif!meter. whilst ·those of the 
bars is 10". 1'he fragment of a large post or pillar (fig. 2, plate Uf 
may p08sibly be the top of a corner post of the railing. It bears 
on one side under the frame-work of· a balcony the uplifted hand 
evidently of a female grasping a tree, and on the otller side the 
head of a prinoe surmounted by an umbrella.l 

The original site of at least one of these railings almost cer· 
tainly must have been as a fence to the stone containing Buddha's 
foot .. prints.· This stone was enshrined by AsoKA. in a temple 
(vikara); if the railings were outside the temple, it would be of 
considerable size. The other monument most likely to have a 
railing would be the great relic-8tupa. This would be tho 
largest. Unfortunately no part of the railing contains an 
inscription, not even mason's marks, except the corner post, 
the top of which bears a few roughly cut weathered charac
ters, of a later age, mostly resembling medireval Devanogari, also 
, shell' letters; and there seem to be vestiges of an inscription 
along the front moulding, but now quite illegible. 

Sandalpur (4 on plan II) on the northern border of this 
area of old foundations has portions of old brick walls showing 
up in the village and adjoining field!!! when wells are dug, and 
curiously there is a local tradition that the giant BHll{ SEN is 
associated with the place--nowadays ASOKA'S gigantic pillars 
are usually ascribed by the Hindus to this Brahmanical 
personage. On the mound close to the east of this village 
(5 on plan II) and west of the mound of brick-maker's refuse are 
two small square temple-pillars in polished sandstone. Like the 
.A8oka-pillars, both are rectangular. One is about five feet long, 
and the other is of a stepped pyramidal form, 2i feet long, each 

I It seems just possible ihat this might be • the crowning jewel"of the relic.,tuplJ 
referred to by BI1TBJi TSU.NG a8 being of " stone with a surrounding balustrade," see p. 7a. 
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step about a foot deep.! They are said to have been found in 
digging bricks out of this mound, but a trench cut here 
revealed no bricks in Bitu. To the east of this, a few yards distant, 
a trustworthy report' states that there formerly lay here till 
~bout 30 years ago a large stone pillar about eight feet long, 
bearing an in scription which was popularly said to be 'Chinese,' 
and around it a large religious fair used to be held annually. 
This pillar was removed by the owner, and the fair afterwards 
was given up. Although the owner denied to me all knowledge 
of the matter, the fact is well attested, and this pillar may 
probably yet be found in the city. It may have been the missing 
inscribed fragment of the ABoka-pillar. . 

Bulandhi grove to the south of Sanclalpur is a promising site, 
and seems to contain some of those palaces with marvellously orna
mented walls of stone, the large stones to which FA HuN refers.s 

My attention was directed to this site by some villagers who asked 
me to come and see a curious big flat stone that had always 
existed there, and no matter where it was taken to "it always 
came back to its old place." Here they used the identical 
expressions employed by lImEN TSIANG in regard to the stone 
with Buddha's foot-prints. 

This celebrated stone bearing the foot-prints of Buddha had 
the following legendary history. When the aged Buddha in 
his eightieth year, and a few weeks before his death, was 
leaving for the last time this part of the country, MagadAa, 
which had been the scene of his attaining the Buddhahood and 
of his most notable missionary labo~s, and which contained his 
favourite hermitages, and he with truly human nature was obvi
ously wending his way homewards (towards Kapilavaatu) to die, 
before entering the boat which was to ferry him over to 
the north bank of the Ganges, he stood on this stepping-stone at 

1 These &teuDed pyramids are figured in the early A.nant. cave scnlpture in Ori.sa, 
see also ANDBBlON' • .A.rchtBology OatGlogru, -I"dt/J" JlUlnm, I. 78. 

I Related by S1ll'Veyor Ahmad Hossain, who .. a child 1II8d to play around Lbi. stone. 
I Pace 268. 
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PiilQZiputrll, which at that time a8 we have seen was only a small 
village,l aud exclaimed to his faithful attendant and cousin: 
" ANANDA 1 this is the -very last time that I shall gaze upon the 
[land of the] Vajra8ana (i.e., Buddha· GoUa) and Ra,jagrika," 
and adds the chronicle "the traces of his feet on this stone 
remained." II 

This stone _ was afterwards enshrined in a temple built 
by AS6KA who paidit frequent visits, as it was " within his royal 
precincts;" but shortly before the visit of HIDEN TSaNG's, 
that chronicler relates that the stone was broken and defaced by 
the iconoclast Brahmanical Raja S~INKA,8 who threw it into' 
the Ganges, "but it came back to its old place." It was "a great 
square stone," and the impression was of the right and left foot, 
each" about 1 foot 8 inches long and 6 inches broad,"· for it was 
customary to represent Buddha physically as of heroic size; and 
JULIEN'S translation o.f the pilgrim's narrative states regarding 
8A~INKA'S mutilation :--

" Se rendit a.ussitot dans Ie lieu on etait 180 pierre, et voulut effacer le~ 
traoes noreas ; ma.ie rl. peine av-ait-elle ete taillee d coupB fiB cil6au qu'elle. 
redevenait unie, et que lea ornaments reparaissaient comme auparavant." Ii 

The stone in the Bulandlti grove with this curious tradition 
attached to it, that "it came back to its old place,"- is a rough 
block of chipped quartzite about two and-a-half feet square by 
two feet deep and just such a stone as might be a stepping
stone at a ferry. It bears on its upper surface two slight 
depressions side by side of what might be considered monster 
foot-prints, each about twenty inches long by about six inches 
wide; and it beats marks of hacking or chiselling on its upper 
surface and sides, thougH it is much wom, 8S the villagers for 

I See his 'propheoy' on page 1. 
I Lifg, BBAL's transL 102. 
I I:JAfimu, King of Klll'I)a-suv&rD& in W este~ Bengal. aotively persecuted tha 

Buddhists. He invaded Magadha and, murdered by stratagem the King of Kaaauj
Rajyavardhana. Insoribed evidenoe of his invasion is found in a rook-out seal matrix 
at Jllaotaa fort on the~. 011l'1'BIl'I'GBAK'S ..t.8.B.-a.nd FLBBT'S Oorp'" l"nIcry. llL 

··Id6m 102. 
I YoyagB,&e., I, 4t21. 
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centuries have been using it as a hone to sharpen their reaping 
hooks and knives. Still even now I can well imagine a devoted 

_ monk like HIUEN TSIANG still able to see, with the eyes of faIth, 
in the dim' moming light' (for it was .only then he saw. the details), 
" figures of flowers and fishes clustermg around the toes." This 
rough block resembles all the really ancient rock-marked' foot
prints' of Buddha. such 8S at 1Jfounl . Uren, all of which possess 
a rude naturalness, whereas the neatly chiselled 'prints' on 
basalt or marble blocks at Buddha-Galla and elsewhere are 
flagrantly artificial and mostly modern. 

In view of the presence of this remarkable stone in the 
Bulandhi grove, although there was no other indication of a 
building on the level surface, beyond the fine dehris of bricks, 
I asked Mr. MILLS to sink a trench by the side of this stone 
(1 plan II). This disclosed at a depth of twelve feet below the 
surface the beautiful colossal capital figured (plate III, p. 16). It 
measures 49 inches long by 33! inches deep, and it lay at the side 
of a large thick ancient wall with a stretch of a plastered brick 
pavement,· and curiously amongst some old copper and bronze 
coins found here was one of the Chinese pattern with a hole in its 
centre, but its surface so corroded as to be illegible. It was pro
bably dropped or purposely deposited bere by a later Chinese 
Buddhist pilgrim. . 

This beautifully sculptured capital is of extreme interest, in 
that while it has a suggestively Ionic outline, it seems to_exhibit a 
transition stage from the early Assyrian of Persepolis to t.he 
Corinthian ordel'. It is adorned in Greek style with the typical 
beading and honeysuckle; and yet it is found at the very head
quarters of ASOKA himself and by its artistic workmanship and 
the depth at which it was found is probably of ASOKA'S own age. 
In any case it is a telling testimony to the strong Western 
influence in very early times at Pafaliputra. 

The ancient walls and platforms have only been very partially 
exposed owing to the depth and consequent expense, but this .site 
is a very promising one. 
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The villages of Rampur and Bahadurpur (9 and 10 on map), 
which rise further west, as islets from the marshy fields 
bordering the old Son, are built over mounds of brick de~ri', 
and in several places lie large blocks of rough unhewn stone 
about two feet in diameter, not, however, of sufficient size 
to suggest the massive blocks of Mahendra's hermitage. At 
Rampur Mr. MILLS exposed at the south-west corner of the 
village about twelve feet below the present surface a series 
of wooden planks built up one over the other like the 
trestles of a bridge. This structure is evidently the foundation 
of a tower or of a jetty or pier projecting into tho old San 
river. It was exposed, running north and south,· and at its 
side was a wooden lined drain traced for about sixty yards, 
the upright beams of which, about eight feet long, are set 
on a brick-plinth 17 feet below the surface, and the bottom 
of this waterway was also lined with wood.l At Bahadurpur 
I found two of the posts of the old stone-railing already described, 
lying on the mound at the village temple, and a third at 
Rampur. At the eastern border of Bahadurpur an excavation 
showed deeply buried wooden drains of the same kind as at 
Rampur above noted, but the bed of the channel was paved 
with brick about 11 inches square. 1.'he wood in these cases 
was 8al, as with the beam-palisade. 

Still further west, about three-quarters of a mile,. at 
Pit-tMpur (11 on map), where chips of granite and other stones 
were to be seen near the lips of the irrigation-wells, the 
villagers reported that a large pillar lay bUl'ied about ten . 
feet down at the north-eastern comer of the village. Ou 
excavation S it proved tol be part of a massive sandstone pillar 
evidently belonging to a temple (plate VI, fig. 3). It measured 

1 The detailed plans of this drain as recorded by Mr. MILLe are filed in the Secre_ 
tariat Office of the Public Works Department for reference. 

I By Babu Purnachandra M ukcrji. 
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about 5 feet long and 3 feet 6 inches in breadth, and seems 
\ to be the base of a pillar. It has a vase-shaped torus surmount

ing its square stem, from which it is separated by 2 stepped 
plinths and a constricting band of rope ornament, ,while the 
upper margin of the vase is decorated with the conventional 

, Greek petals, and the Ionic beaded moulding of the same kind. as 
on the coping stone of the railin~ One face of the square 
stem bears two lines of indistinct circular characters, some
what like Burmese. About twenty yards to the north-east, 
where a mound of bricks cropped up in the fields, excavation 
revealed a plastered brick-terrace only two and-a-half feet 
below the' sunace, and on this were found standing in situ 
the bases of five broken sandstone-posts of a railing. The 
lines of these posts running north and south and east and west 
showed that they marked the south-west comer of an angular 
enclosure. The pillars measured only 81 inches in breadth and 
61 inches in thickness, so that their original length must have 
been about three feet. Their cross-bars were oval in shape, 
7" + 3", and both the bars and posts were altogether plain 
and uncarved. . About 300 feet to the south-west of this 
spot were found several' large fragments of the top of 
·that squat temple-pillar already described; and 25 feet to' the 
north were exposed at three feet b~low the surface the 
outline of some houses evidently medireval from the size of 
their bricks. The roughness of the short, square stem and the 
squ&.tness of the pillar with its bowl-shaped upper extremity 
almost suggest the possibility that the lower part . was sunk. 
in masonry. 

The extensive high mound of brick ruins now covered by 
the Muhammadan settlement of the Darga" (9 on map) may 
be considered with the palace. It is undoubtedly an import
ant Buddhist site, as several portions of old" and medireval 
Buddhist sculptures have been unearthed when digging found
ations here. Some of those plastered into the wall the 
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Mauki allowed me to remove for Government.1 Several others 
are used as lintels and bloch for strengtheBing walls in various 
buildings and so are buried out of sight. A large one deeply 
carved had been utilized by the masons in this way 
about a week before my visit, and could not be recovered. 
An elegant column, apparently of the GUPTA period, was dug 
out at the north-west comer of the mound. It bears an 
inscription in the mystic and as yet undeciphercd so-called 
, shell-cha.racters,' of which I took rubbings; the carved post 
(plate IV, fig. 3) found here also bears an inscription apparently 
in this character. A remarkable and possibly important 
structure at the Dar gala is a stone p&SBage 25 feet down the 
large ancient well on the borders of the Gun Sagar. Accord
ing to the current tradition it leads to Blaikna Pahari on the 
one side and to the subterranean p888Rg6 at Kumralaar on the 
other, each of the points being nearly a mile distant. I 
saw that its orifice on the north-west border of the well had 
a regularly built, lintelled doorway of stone. It was partially 
covered by water at my visit in March, but in May it is 
said to be dry. .At such a season it was explored for a few 
yards with a torch several years ago. 

The eastern border of the old palace appears to have 
been probably in the line running the western border of the 
Bivai lake (14 on map) through Dhanuki, on the eastern margin 
of Kumralaar, to Ohhoti Pahari (26 on map) with eastern fortified 
offshoot to the Malaarai ltlaanda or 'Emperor's moats' (19 on map) 
at Tul,i Mandi, where w~re found the cluster of beam· palisades 
and large stones marking apparently the position of a tower 
as already described. Near the south of this latter point (20 on 
map and 19 on plan II) is the celebrated holy well, called the 
, .Agam Euan.' 

1 Thus were obtained the carTed post (plate II, fig. 8) and door jamb, the cross-bars 
of railing (plate V), a scroll architrave, evidently of Ason's age. Of those still fixed in 
walls is the image of the preaching Buddha which is in old slUlditone and i. 
extremely interesting in that the attitude of the fillgen is identical with that still 
figmed conTentionally by the Japanese and Tibetalls in representing certain mystical 
Buddhas. 
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'fhis sacred well, the name of which literally seems to 
mOlill the Fiery , appe~e to me to a survivmg vestige 

the so"ealied 'hell' ASOKA with fieey which 
the la.ter monkish legend credited ASOKA with having deliber" 
ately made to torture poor people, Nero-like, in the days before 

to 1 WhCtt kHOW, however, ASOKA 
ao a so" :le~" Y"filian quite 5c2.gainst She 
credibility of this story, and the reference in his edict-inscription 
(No. II) that' m past days the Kings went on pleasure excur-

, the tone ao 
"ctiJculeted to [~waken in the conviction 

that the atrocities attributed by the later Buddhists to their 
benef;.~etor reets Nhe rtoeies of 

N&lfthern tu which it . to 
give the specious name of 'traditions' differ among themselves 
to such an extent as to be suspicious on that ground alone_ 
The as is bh AStHA, 
is reh1ted with such circumstantiality that its rmtnth is plElp21ble" 
The story of the Northern Buddhists IS different, but if possible 

,",lOru inopt. Af:(Sorcling to them, ACGka ot the hegi:rming 
hie reign caused a torture to be built . to 
torment poor creatures and 80 forth. Now the King himself 
stated in that at the beginning of his reign S he 
p£3I1D.Hhed the imH)cent i.e., their foe 
food. Is it nf,t in the hihhest deh·ree prebable that {ou 
the torture of poor animals is a mIsrepresentation, intentional or 
otherwise, of the slaughter-house? 'fhe contrast between the 

beilt beiors:? hilE eonnersion end the 
built by him after that event was too striking for so shlendid 
an opportunity for a display of bigotry to be allowed to pass. 
I mihst cnnfiiNind vanations have sprung up 
under clumsy hands {if the·m?J:Kiks witdout hmnour or imabin
ation, without feeling or a love of truth, we can yet distinguish a 

1 Seo Appendices IV and V. Also BURNOUF'S Introd. I""l. Buddkisme. 
, Thr eJiit ' • nhich mae be taben in"lude "fsoa.! !lad hi! prartice"a 

before his cOllversion. 
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uniform theme which may be thus expressed. In his youth Asoka 
gave himself up to depraved passions, to v.lIa8anani (to which the 
chase belongs), he ha~ shown no mercy to innocent creatures 
(i.e., deer, &c.) was' cruel,' a C/Janda Asou. But after his con
version he bade farewell to his sinful life, gave himself up 
exclusively to ' righteousness' and became 8 Dharma-AsoKA.." 1 

This material ' hell,' hoW'ever, was one of the sights of the 
ruined palace at the time of HmEN TSIANG's visit,. and it was 
described as having contained fiery cauldrons and fearsome ovens 
for terrible torture. 

Ouriou:sly the very same legend, which the Chinese pilgrim· 
records in regard to its torture-chamber, is still related by the 
Jain priests of the temple adjoining this Agam well. They 
tell, how a monk. named SUDARSAN was thrown by the king of 
Pataliputra into a fiery furnace in the neighbourhood (the exact 
spot of which, however, they have forgotten); b~t he remained 
unscathed and was found seated serenely on a throne of lotuses, 
to the astonishment of the king who ordered his release and 
afterwards patronised him and established hi~ in the immediate 
neighbourhood.8 

The current popular legend of this Agam well or pit associates 
the place both with heat and with hell .. It is regarded with 
horror, and though actively venerated, its water is never drunk.. 
It is especially worshipped during the hot weather, beginning 
with the onset of the hot winds in March and lasting for four 
months. During these months, and especially on the 8th day 
of each month, troops of women and children come bringing 
offerings of money and flowers which they throw into the well, 
and they especially pray for protection against the disfiguring 

1 IlIrlian 4.'IItiguMY, V. 265. 
2 StJtJ page 72 plU'a 11, also Appendix IV page 76. 
a This legend of Alon's hell possibly also owes its origin in part to a falle 

etymology of the I1!IlJ18 of the oity· PiiJaliputra, as thl's word leads itself so readily 
to the idea of hell. 'Patala' is the ordiUI.U'Y Hindu hell and putra (properly 'P.ttra) 
is the Vedio word for a' Son' in the literal sense of a 'deliverer (of his father) from 
hell,' as aocording to the well-known Brahmanioal belief it is a religions obligation for .. 
man to beget a son, as only a son cfln deliver (t,.a) a man's spirit from the hell of purga. 
tory (put) into which it falls immodiately after death, hence the religioUi title of a 
BOn is put + Ira. 

D 
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fev~ of small-po:y;. The largest gathering ~ 0]J. tlw A,gri .1" 
on the eight4 day of the :month pf A,,,rA (May-June) at whicl1 _ 
over 100,000 people attend and goats are !3ft.crificed. The- mod~l'IJ. 
legend also associ,ates it with the Ind,ian hell, alleging that the 
well leads down to hell in the ceJl~e of the earth, and that a 
heavy piece of wood which WQ.S ]Pst in the ocean was found by a 
sage dowp. this well, Which, according to the local Brahm,anical 
etymology, means 'the bottomless' pit (Agakam), though the 
word is n~ver 80 pronounaed by the people themselves. 

The great antiquity of this pit or 'well' is undoubted. It is 
reported to have been a custpm in the early Muhammadan rule, 
since 700 years ago, for every newly-arrived Muhammadan official 
to proceed tp the well and throw in a gold or silver coin 
accordiQ-g to the weq,lth of tlw individual. 

It seem!i to me to be a vestige of Asoka's "heH;" and its 
position here, between the palace and the old city and adjoining 
Tulsi 'Mandi,' which name implies the market-place of the king, 
is in keeping with the possibility that here was the site of the 
royal slaughter-house or out-kitchen which, as Dr. Kern 
suggests, was in after days transformed by the life-cherishing 
Buddhist monks into a hell where AsoKA. wantonly condemned 
innocent Ii ves to a horrible death. 

Due south of this pit or well, about half-a-mile, is a very old 
site called KAaraunia (21 on plan II) now uninhabited. It is 
in series with a strip of high land connecting more or less 
continuously the Ckkon Pakari mound with Patna. At its north
western comer (20 on plan II) is the cluster of old beams 
already noted as being about 18 feet below the surface and 
pro~bly ~orming tl;1e ~o\ln<lation of one of the old wooden 
towers of the forti:fication~. The brick-remains seem confined 
to the lower half of this mound; but the walls which I traced 
were evidently medireval, only, judging from their being only -
about three feet from the surface and built of medium-sized bricks. 

A very strikipg high line brick building running east and 
west (22 on pIau II) connects this mound with the much larger 
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GREAT STUPA AT CHBOTI PABW. 

mound of Ohllon Paltiri. It appears to me to be an old viaduct 
or B. via· Mera, leading from the city across an old channe I 
of the SOn to the sacred monwnents and the monasteries in 
their immediate neighbourhood. For, what must have been 
one of the principal of these monwnents, namely, the great 
Btupa (24 on plan II) is only about 200 yards from the western 
end of this high brick embankment and it must have been visited 
by thousands of people every day from Pillaliputra bringing, 
offerings of· flowers as at the very similarly sized Bltlpa at 
Rangoon, the SIno6-IJagon. . 

The importance of this great ,tupa, owing to its being 
practically the only old building of A80KA~ period at Patna of 
which any large portion is yet found to exist, nowadays, and 
its position amidst the ruins of 80 many large brick buildings 
and with reference to the position of the Panek-Pakari mound 

. on the south and the fragments of the pillar of ASOKA. to its 
north-west, all suggesting the probability that it might be, as 
General Cunningham had conjectured, the first and greatest of 
all the BtupaB which AsoKA. bJIilt to enshrine Buddha's relics, 
rendered the examination of this mound especially desirabl~. 

That Btupa was a ruin even in BlUM TSIANG's day. Be thus 
describes it :-" Its foundation~wall8 are sunk 1 and it is in a 
leaning, ruinous condition. There remains, however, the crown
ing jewel of the cupola. This is made of carved. stone, and has 
a surrounding balustrade. This was the first of the 84,000 
(Btupaa) and ASOKA. Baja erected it by the power ,of man in the 
middle of his royal precinct. It contains a ck'ing I of relics of 
the Patkagatka (Buddha).'" And FA HUN noted that it was 
300-400 paces 80Uth of the hell. It is a cUrious illustration of 
history repeating itself to find that within the British rule s 

. mammoth structure was reared in ASOlU'S old capital whil.wb. 

I JULIBlf translates this (I, p. 416): II s'est enfonce en terre, et il neu 1'9ste phil 
_ que la coupole qu'on • COUTerte de riches ornaments et entourN d'UDe balustrade 

eDpierre. 
~ A. ching = 63 centilitres according to M. Natali. Rondot .(iD JU'LIBK Meftloil'eB 

I,4!18). This would gin -983 pilats, or 82"34. oullic_iDohe, of Buddha', relic •. 
~ Bee APJlendis IV. 
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repeated the huge dome-like form. of the early stupas. Thus that 
eroat brick building at Bankipur, called the 'Gola,' which was 
intended to be used as a corn-store, as in the days of the 
Pharoahs, to protect the country against famine, l recalls the 
bee-hive furm. of ASOKA's great stupaa. 

Inspection of this great mound at O""oti PaM.ri (~4 in plan 
II) showed at once that it was undoubtedly part of a great 
stupa. The villagers in removing its bricks for building pur
p~ses, as they have used it as a quarry for centuries, had 
disclosed this fact by exposing a considerable surface of the 
solid brickwork, consisting of the characteristic courses of large 
bricks, 18" X 12" X 21". The bricks are well made and burnt, 
and mostly of a brilliant scarlet colour. A little scraping away 
of the surface debris was sufficient to show that the mass of 
brickwork was still about 20 feet above the present ground level' 
and its top measured over 60 feet across, but it was divided by a 
great lane which had been ~oughly quarried through it from east 
to west near its apparent centre. This destructive cutting is 
said to have been made in 1895. ~hat so much of the ,tupa still 
remains is mainly owing to the top being crowned by Muham
madan graves, and also by a small Hindu shrine, where one of the 
small stone columns from the ruins is wo!shipped as Mahadeva. 

In order to trace the outline of this atupa and see whether 
or not its core was still intact, and to try to recover any inscrip
tions, which doubtless were originally present, I cleared away 
the debris from the top, and also by ,means of a few trenches, 
from its sides. This latter operation, however, was very costly 
and tedious, owing to the great depth to which these trenches 
had to be carried-15 to 25 feet-and the scrupulous care taken 
to destroy no part of the structure, but only to remove the 
overlying rubbish and broken fragments of ages. This examin-" 
ation showed that the exploration of this atupa was beset by 

1 This ,ola or 'granny' was built in 1786 "for the perpetual prevention of famine," 
nys its insoription, by Captain John Garstin (who died a Major-Genersl in 1820 and lies 
buried in Park Street Cemetery of Calcutta). but it never was used, and remains 'a 
useless monument of a mistake,' Its hollow interior possessea a weird echo exaggerating 
and repeatinj{ tremulously the slightest sound, 
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PLAN IV. 

Showing Excavations at the Great Stupa at Chhoti Pahan. 
(To face page 48.) 

REFERENCES. 

The dotttd lint'. indicate the exploratory trench811 made in 
March 1899. 

The red . tinted portiODe repre!ent structural DI880nry 
found tI. bit .. . 

The jig .. rtb give the elevation of the latter above the mean 
river luellLt Patna. 

The vllrtically shaded portion i. the deep hole quarri"" 
out ill 189.5. 

The X marks site of the cross laid brick column (~"" !'Illte 
IV, Figs. a & b). 
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To £ace 'Pa.ge 4:8. PLATE IV. 

1. 

3 . 
2 

VIEW OF THE GREAT STUPA MASONRY. 

1. View from quarry in 1895:(a) Site of cross-laid. brick column(b) Lingam . 

2. Luger view of masonry at cross -laid. brick column . 

3. Pillar terminal. bearing inscriptions in ' shell" characters reduc~d. to h\!1 

Photo by L.A..Wadden . Photogra.vure. Survey of India. O1!ice8.Caleuua.Aprill903. 
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EXCAVATION OF GREAT BTUPA. 49 

the unusual difficulty that there was absolutely none of the usual 
concentric arrangement of the bricks so 8S to supply a clue to the 
centre or to the circUlIlference of the building. rrhe bricks were 
all laid with thin plaster and mud in straight lines (see plate 
IVa and b), and the sides of the Btupa were so honeycombed and 
irregularly I'iddled by the holes made by the brick-diggers that 
no decided clue could be readily found to the circumference by 
the deep trenches on the margin. Several apparent cunes which 
were found are noted on the attached plan, and there also are 
shown several level portions which might be proccssion-paths 
improvised at later ages when the Btupa had become a ruin, or 
they may merely be courses peeled up, by the brick-diggers. 
To settle these points definitely would require more elaborate 
and costly excavation. 

These preliminary excavations showed that the highest part 
of the existing brickwork wa,s 23 inchcs above the present 
ground level, and at this height was another point 34 feet 
to its north-west, but the main mass of the remaining fabric 
was is feet above the present ground level. It was also found 
that the northern end had been quarried away bodily, so that 
this side of the mound was steeply scarped. From its general 
contour and in the light of these side trenches it appeared that _ 
this Btupa must have been of the enormous size of a hundred feet 
or more in diameter, and it seemed possible that the great lane 
which had been driven through it had not reached its centre, 
and that the centre which in all probability contained inscriptions 
of immense importance for the history of India might yet 
be intact. To try to determine this point I began clearing 
out the rubbish from the deep lane; but as my official duties 
called me back to Calcutta before this could be completed, I made 
over this research to Mr. C. R. WILBON, the Principal of Patna 
College, whose excavations of old Fort-William are well known 
and whose report on ·the further excavation of this BtUpa -is 
appended.l 

1 Appendix VI. 
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MB. WIIJ10N found that the gTeat c.tting went down 
25 feet until it reached the. mud. On clearing the top of the 
brickwork bordering the north of this cuttiBg and removing a few 
layers of the bricks to expose a clean surface, he found that one 
brick was deliberately laid crosswise to the course of the others 
(see plate IVb). It lay due north and south and it was packed in 
its position with plastered mud and 'br.oken b:rick. This it was 
hoped might prove a elue to the centre and be the covering of 
the central pipe which in the older 8'tilpa8 passes down to the relic 
chamber. After photographing this noteworthy fact in the struc4 

tore of this remarkable Btilpa, Mr. Wn.SON carefully removed this 
brick and found that another was laid in exactly similar fashion 
immediately below it and 80 on for five courses, then all traces 
disappeared, as below this point the bricks were laid like the rest, 
namely, in straight rows without any trace of concentric arrange
ment. Carefully reviewing the meagre and conflicting in.dica
tions aftorded by this clearing away of the rubbish, Mr. Wn.SON 
sank a well at the point marked (on plan III) and at great 
personal incon.venience carefully watched this excavation down 
to the foundation mud Without however finding the centre, or 
any object of interest.1 

Although, then, this Btiipa is probably the original great 
relic Btfipa, and therefore possiblyoontains inscriptions of immense 
historical importance, its exploration still remains. unfinished. 
Its full exploration carefully conducted so as to, preserve at the 
88JD.e time its remaining structure will be 'Very costly, and is 
of ·exceptional difficulty owing to its peculiarity of construction, 
and the immense depth to which it is embedded in its own ruins 
and in those of the buildings which surrounded it. Probably it 
coul.i be undertaken as a famine-relief work in the event of 
famine ever visiting Patna city. 

The buildings which surrounded this fabric were evidently 
monasteries. FA. HUN expressly sta.tes that "by the side of the 

1 MB. W ILION had to leave the aa.me day on which the mud wal. reached,. bll.t: 
.Ahmad Houain DOW infOl'DlI me that some briokw<lrk Itill-OOlltiDued beyond thiI point, 
10 this ought to be eDJDmed before tu well it filbId up. 
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MONASTERIES ADJOINING GREAT RELIC STUPA. 51 

tope (Btip'a") of ASOKA there has been built a Mahauana monastery. 
Vf>.ry gl'and and beautiful; there is also a Hinaua1l.(J one, the two 
toge~her containing six hundred or seven hundred monks." These 
buildings thus described as surrounding the great relic-stiipa are 
~hown in plan 1. They included the stepping-stone with Budd1ia:'s 
toot-prints and its temple, and also the great edict pillar record
ing ASOKA's' great gifts to Buddhism and the sti2l'a'marking wlJere 
the previous Buddhas had reHted, which doubtless waf!" at the site 
of the village chaitpa where we are told Buddha dwelt dlJring his 
short stay here}' This stepping-stone with the foot-print has 
already been referred to in connection with Bf.llandhi Bag" where 
a large stone exists' with a similar legend to that related by 
HIUEN TSIANG in regard to the foot-print stone seen by him. 
~e stepping-stone with the foot-prinfs lay to the west of ine 
old village. The chronicle' records: "The Blessed One left the 
village (PafaU) by the western gate, then turning northw~rd he 
passed the Ganges at a ferry and these were called' Gotama)s 
Gate' and' Gotama's ferry.' "1 This stepping-stone, together with 
the great relic-slupa itself, are reported by that pilgrim to have 
been' "in the middle 01 his (AsOKA's) royal precinct." Strictly 
speakfng, this Btupa at Okhoti PaM,ri would seem to be rather on 
the borders of the old palace than within the latter, unleflS the 
whole of these monuments, even down to ' The five ,tapas' (Pa'lfch 
Pallari), ' were included within the palace fortifications. 

The general' grouping and broad outlines of the buildings 
in this area may be seen in plan II. The viaduct from Pajali
prrfra (21) leads by the great mound of Ohlio!i Pahari (23) to the 
higher mound of this ruined ,tul'a (24), which is surrounded" by 
several terraces of brick ruins, and at its southern border, {25} a 
small temple with fragments of J:luddhist images~ and a portion 

1 The aged lluddha at his visit in his 79th year, dwelt • in' the OAtlit,,,. aud the 
Burmese commentary (BIGANDBT L'fI,ntl,257) states that it was a d.,at or traTellers' 
hall, erected by king AUrAI!IATB17 for the reoeption of the embassy of LiccAam princes 
from VtluiiZi, and that Buddha on entering the hall took his teat against the oentral 
pillar. Qf. also DAVID'S &tJrttl Book. of East, XI; But. itl""., XIX, U9; Tibetan 
version in DvlfXI (Vilraya), XI, M6t1, and ROCKHILL'S Life, 126. 

I,RocKHILL'S Lif., 128, also DAVID'S MdtlparintlitHT,tI 8tIIN. 
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of a- carved basalt facing of a Btupa. Whilst to the east below the 
broad terrace of brick ruins stretches out for nearly a quarter 
of a mile up to the old river bed the traces of a broad stone 
pavement. This pavement, consisting of huge Hags of stone, 
about 2 to 3 feet long by about 2 feet broad and 2 inches thick, 
can be traced about three to· four feet under the S1l.rface, over 
about a square quarter of a mile. It doubtless was a great 
court for processions, as well as a pier, probably within the 
palace grounds. 

To the north of this stone pavement is the mound called 
Patharia or 'the Stony.' It consists mainly of broken brick, 
with a few traces of walls, which are evidently medimval. 

To the south of the buildings immediately surrounding the 
great ,tupa, the mass of brick ruins at (26), now mostly covered 
by the village of Bara Pahari, or 'the great hill,' probably 
represent the 'little mountain' built by ASOKA for his great 
high priest, UPAGUPTA, who I find is evidently the same as 
the'MoGALLIPUTTA TISSA' of the Ceylonese.1 It appears that· 
it was UPAGUPTA who advised ASOKA to erect gigantic 8tapa, 
throughout India, and who personally conducted that Emperor 
to the sacred Buddhist spots. The circumstances of his visit 
to ASOKA at Pata1iputra, which I detail in an appendix,B throw 
an interesting side light 011 the personality of ASOKA. To 
accommodate him and his disciples ASOKA is reputed by HmEN 
TSIANG to have built to the north-east of the' Five Relic SUi-pa8' 
an artificial hill "in the crags and surrounding valleys (of which) 
there are several tens of 8tone dwellings." The ruins here on the 
surface of the village are all of brick. There are several large 
stones in some of the houses hereabout. . 

The mound of 'The five ,tapa8' is undoubtedly represent
ed by the Panch Pahari (2'7' on. plan II). HmEN TSIANG'S 
desCl'iption is "a collection of five Btupa,. The foundations are 

1 flee Appendix VII. 
J In the semi-historioal 'Asoka-lege!ld;' Bee Appendix VIII. 
I Appendix YIll. 
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lofty but ruinous; what remains, however, is a good height. 
At. a distance they look like little hills. Each of them is 
several tens of paces in front. Men in after days tried to 
build on the top of theso little stupas ...•.• (which) ASOKA 

erected with exceptional grandeur ...... ~ome disciples of little 
faith talking together argued thus :-" In old time NANDA. Raja 
built these five (dipus) as treasure-placcs for his wealth. In 
consequence of this gossip in after time a king of insincere 
faith and excited by his covetousness came with his followers 
to dig (the dipus)." 

The evidence that this 'collection' of 'five little hills' is 
represented by the mound of Pant'n Pahari is absolutely convinc
ing. Not only is this tact denoted in its name, which means 
'the five hills,' but tho stI'ucture of the mound reveals that of 
great ,tupa" and so late as AKBAR'S day (1556-1603 A.D.) the 
component five elements were still apparent. The contemporary 
Muhammadan history, kindly translated for me by Dr. STEIN? 
states that before attacking the rebel army in Palna "the 
Emperor (AKBAR) went out upon an elephant to reconnoitre 
the fort and the environs of the city, and he ascended the 
Pan} Pahiiri, which is opposite the fort. Tnia Pan} Panar; i, 
[a collection of] jiue ' don,e, ' (gumJaz) which the infole18 in old Urns8 
constructed with hard hricks [placed] in lauer, [ 01' rows]. The 
Afghans who were on the walls and bastions of the fortress saw 
the Emperor and his suite as he was making the survey, and in 
their despair and recklessness they fired some guns at the Panj 
Pallari, but they did no injury to anyone." In describing this 
interesting event where the great Moghul ascunded the ruins of 
the massive monuments built by his great prototype ASOKA, his 
historian uses for these monuments the very word which is used 
by Muhammadans for the great stftpaa in Northern India and 
Mghanistan, namely, gumbas. Moreover, a large incision which 

\ As ELLIOT'S translation of the text (Tabaqat.i ~1bari) read rather vaguely 
.. with burnt bricks in five stages," Dr. STEIN looked up the passage in the MS. in the 
Asiatic Society's library, and in his translation of the extract, above given, has placed 
all explaDatory words added by him in square brackets. 
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was made into. the sontlmrn side of the mound in 1896 showed 
lIDmistakeably the remains of solid brickwork of two great Btiipaa 
side by side-one to the east of the other. But it was a mere shell, 
having been !lag so freely into, and it still· is being dug fitfully 
into, for the hidden treasure of the old' ,.a;a, just as related in 
BIUEN TSlkNG'S day; and as in his day also they still build upon 
it. Curiously too I found und'er a tree in the neighbourhood a 
small basalt image of the prototype of this Indian Midas, the 
wealthy NANDA,! namely, the burly Buddhist god of wealth, 
Jambllala, sitting over his hoards of treasure and holding a 
mongoose, which, as the master of the treasure-guarding snakes 
(the NagaB), symbolises wealth. Upon this image was cut the 
Buddhist creed in medireval characters. 

Whilst these '5 alupaB' were the most southerly of the 
monuments bordering the old palace, the most northerly was the 
artificial hillock built by ASOKA for his young brother, Prince 
MAHENDRA, the monk. It is described by RmEN TSIANG as 
"a; large stone house. It looks outside like a great mountain, and 
within it is many tens' of feet wide. This is the house -vhich AsoKA 

RaJa commanded the genii to build for his brother wlto' had 
become a recluse ••••.••.. a half-brother called Mahendra 
• • . . • • • • • The King said: 'If you wish to subdue your 
heart in quiet you have no need to liv~ in the mountain fastness 
(of the distant RaJ'gir hills). To meet your wishes I shall 
construct you a dwelling.'" The dimensions of the artificial 
stony hill which ASOKA thus constmcted are described by FA HUN 

as "a greatstone mountain ••••.• (of stones) four or five paces 
square, and at the base of the mountain with five great square 

- 1 Although N ANDA is usually considered a· historical king of Pitali putra several 
generations subsequent to Buddha. Thus in the Brahmanioal drama (Mudra.B6k,iMc;-
Wn.80N's· Hindu Tlumlr" II, 169 :- ' . 

.. This is the reign of OUANDBAGl1PTA, not 
Of NAND.... To hill avarioious BOW. 

Your treasures were aooeptable, but now 
Your king esteems your happiness his wealth." 

NeTertheleBII hi. legend is referred to in the J6ta1etU which. purport to have been recited 
by Buddha-with reference to antecedent times. In the Nanria.J6talca (DA"TID'S Bud
dhist Birth Stories, 824) "NANDA, the base-born," is asaooiated with buried treasure. 
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, MAHENDBA'S HILL AND B8IIKNA PAHARI. 55 

stones to make a l'ock chambe~, in length a1>out· 3~ feet and in 
breadth 22 feet aDd in height 11 feet or so m 

In this. regard I have alre&ely noted how I feunds that the 
name o.f the "Men.d:Want Prince" is stiU useciated with all 
image of a hill-like image which Btood_ on the top of the 
mound called 'The Mendicant Monk's Hill' (1 and 2 on map) 
to the north-west of the palace ruiM' ail KumFi4ar. As the 
great mound of B"ilma, PCJkari, which is now crowned by the 
NaUla/J' 8 residence, consists of brick, so' :far as could. be seen 
from th& incision made into an unoceupied corner of it, it does 
not appear itself to be the hill of Ason's brother Prince 
lfAHENDRA, but the association of the name of 'the mendicant 
prince' with the image here suggests that it is· in the neigh
bourhood. Very curiously a 'Hindu ascetic, a &~aai, who was 
there, said that a current legend asserts that a subterranean 
passage leads from this mound to the Baraiar caves in Gag_, 
where, it will be remembered, is a rock-cut inscription of 
AsoKA.'s grandson. And we have seen some evidence of a deep 
subterraneous passage leading in this direetion to the DarOa" and 
KumraAar one to two miles distant. In the garden adjoining the 
image in question are said to lie great stones which have been 
struck on digging wells. The tops of several huge stones, such as 
may have formed a part.of this rooky mound, are to be seen 
in a Muhammadan graveyard about 100 yards to the west of 
this mound. 

Prince MAHENDRA., who according to the Chinese accounts 
was the young half-brother of ASORA, is reported by the less 
trustworthy Ceylonese tradition to be the son of that monarch, 
yet it is curious that even the latter tt:adition admits that 
Ason had an only surviving young brother named' Trsso,' who 
also was a Buddhist monk" having been ordained in the fourth 
year of Ason's reign.· As Mahandra is represented to have 
been the apostle of Buddhism to Ceylon, his precociousness 

1 FA Hlu: Beal I. lrii; Bee A.ppendix IV. 
I Mdat1atlllO T1JIUl'01JB'S 840. A.aolU is repreeented .s having killed all hie brothers 

san this one. M. 21-28. 
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56 THE SUBURBAN MONUMENTS. 

is remarked on. He took only three years to learn the whole 
Buddhist canon, and he learnt it from the lips of a teacher-. 
not from books.1 Ceylon, however, is not the only Buddhist 
country which claimed to have got its Buddhism directly from 
the son of the greatest Buddhist monarch. For Khoten, across 
the Central Asian deserts, claims the same,' and like Ceylon 
it also asserts that Buddha himself visited its country.s 

The excavation on the western border of this mound showed 
that the. mass consisted of broken brick~, and at a depth 
of 17 feet was reached traces of several walls- and plastered 
platforms of a large building, which evidently had occupied 
the centre of the mound, but as this was fully built 
over, permission was not accorded to undermine the houses 
for this search. This 'hill of the mendicant monk' may 
therefore be one of the ~ hundred ~ ruined monasteries to 

. which HIUEN TSIANG refers. Possibly in this neighbour
hood, though more probably nearer the Ganges river, is the 
relic:8lupa enshrining half the body of Buddha's favourite 
attendant and cousin, ANANDA, which was erected in Pataliputra' 
by the King of Magadka, AJATASATRu. Possibly the railing at 
Pirtl.ipur may have belonged to this Btfpa. 

The current vulgar legend amongst the semi-aboriginal 
DU8adh caste who especially worshi}l. the image entitled 'the 
Mendicant Prince' is that Bkikna was the watchman of the great 
mound of BMma Pallari and gave his name to it, and that he 
had a brother called Panch or 'The Five,' who gave his name 
to the Panch Pallari mound, and that a Brahman named Kunwar 
or 'the prince,' who was an intimate friend of Bkikna, and that 
both were. killed here and so are worshipped. This is inter
esting as showing that both the name BMkna (' monk') and 
Kunwar (' prince') are recognised as being the names' or titles 
of men. 

J Mala!'. 87 ; Dipo!'o'lir,a, VIII, 28-81. 
t ROCUILL'S Lifl of ButUAa. 208, 230. 
I RocJtmLL's Lifl, etc., 282. 
• Tibetan DultJa, XI, 6840·7, andR.ocJtHILL'S Ljfl, etc., 167. 
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COCK-MONASTERY AND JAIN TEMPLES. 51 

The remaining chief monuments and sites outside the palaeo 
are the Kukku!arama monastery, and its surrounding (see plan I), 
the site of the 'heretics. ' 

The two oldest monasteries of Pa!aliputra appear to have 
been 'The Monastery of the Cock' (Kukku/fl.rfl.mu) 1. and the 
.A Bokariima.1 The former of these, which lay to the sout'iJ.-east 
of the city, is also said to have been built by ASOlU sand' 
was " a pattern of majestic construction. He gathered there 
a thousand priests," and here it was that in tho closing days 
of his life, when he seems to have been deposed from power, 
he, poverty-struck, offered half an Amlakft fruit' to the priests, 
which event was afterwards marked by a Itfipa. The location 
of this building, as I previously indicated in 1892, seems 
about 33 on the map, where there are several mounds not yet 

'explored. 
The 'heretics,' that is, the JainB, are mentioned in rell1tion 

to a spot ' to the north-west' of this Btupa. Curiously 
this brings us exactly to the Jaz'n temples at Kamaldah (21 
on map), where in the highest of the temples I found 
the 'following important inscription, containing the name 
Piitalipura and referring to a well-known Ja.'n saint of 
ancient Pataliputra 'who lived in the third century B.C. This 
inscription (soo· plate V), which I roughly translated in my 
report of 1892, has been critically translated for me by 
Dr. T. Bloch: see appendix, page 83. 

This saint is Stkfi,la-bIladra, who was, according to JACOBI,' the 
patriarch of the early Jain church in the first part of the third 

1 This is to be distinguished from • The ,Ooclb foot MOllfUte",.- so cilled after a 1iin 
of that name about 10 miles east of Gaya. The hill in question, where MABAuSYAPA 

was transfigured, evidently obtained its curious name as a descriptive appellation. For 
I found it has when seen from the north a ,profile like a cock's foot. 'lhe head monk 
of the .. Monastery of the Oock v in AIIon's early days was Y A.8A.8 the SlllatJirtl 
(MaA6t1 .• SO). 

t The • StAa"ira I:NDAGl1TTA.· assisted in building it, sayl the Ceylonele Mai""erm 
(36), but the name probably here intended was UP~GUPTA. 

a Record. ; Bee appendix; also Life of Hiuen T.ia7lg. lOS. 
f .. .4.07l11J" in Hindustani, the fruit of EmboUc.J flt9roblJlanl. 
• Sacr. Buo/t8 of tie Eer.t. XXII, XLIU. 
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century B.O. at the time when the canon 'Of the SveiamiJara sect 
was colleoted by the counoil or Sangha 'Of pafaliputra. He had 
the title of Arva or 'Sublime,' and was of the Gautama clan 
(gotr(l) and the seventh patriarch in succession from M AHAVIRA, 1 

and according to the local tradition he died at this spot, which 
is now a favourite place of pilgrimage amongst the JaIn,. 
It is built on a high mound. of old briok ruins, about 15 feet 
above the surrounding level. 

In the lower temple is a sllrine dedicated to Seth SUDARSA.N 

Swami-ji, where the attendant pl'iest paints every morning a 
fresh foot-print in saffron on a block of stone, and near the 
door is a pindtJ or food offering to the fierce deity, Bhait·ab. 

The local legend of these two saints waS thus given to me 
by the attendant priest:-

STHULA-BHADRA was a celebrated devotee of the Jailla order. He 
'W8oI for twelve years exposed here to the fascinating temptation of one 
KOIiga,2 and sucoosafully paBBing this ordeal he died here, and this temple 
was erected to his memory. '.l'he story of the other saint I find tepeats the 
leading feature, the legend of ASOKA'S miraculous conversion. SUDARSAN 

is said to have been a .lain devotee, who preoeded STBULA.-BBADRA, and 
through the intrigues of the wife of the king 'of Paf;alinufra, was con
demned by the king to be burned at the stake; but he was miraculously 
preserved unharmed by the fire, and appeared in the midst of the flames 
'ooolly seated on a throne of lotuses. The terror-struok kh,.g besought his 
pardon and endowed him with a plut of ground here beside the pool, 
which is hence called Kamal-dah, or I the Lotus-lake,' and here the saint 
died, a.nd his retreat and tomb beoame favourite places of Jain pilgrimage. 

A reference to this spot is said to be cQntained in the verna-' 
cular Jain guide to places of pilgrimages, but I was not able to 
procure a sight of a copy of this work. 

The coinsfowld in these excavations were copper and sil ver, 
of no later date than the Indo-SelltMan of the first and second 
centuries of our era. A few coins of the Gupta period were 
also obtained. Here, ilanywhere, are likely to be found coins 

I Id" 281. 
I A. bi,wtJ or conrtesan. 
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8U11MA,B1' OF RESULTS. 

of A$oKA., if any such ever existed, though hitherro ~here is no 
trace of this monarch having indWged in these cherimed symbols 
of sovereignty. Gold coins are not unfrequ.ently found by the 
villagers, but the latter melt them up immediately through :fear 
of the penalties attaching to the procedure under the Treasure 
Trove Act. I reported to the police more than one 8uch recent 
find, but the coins were never recovered; and BUch valuabJA clues 
are yearly disappearing. 

SlJ)IMABY OF RESULTS. 

The results of this resear~h are already important historically, 
and to some extent also geographically. One of the most promising 
of all the lost sites for the recovery of the early history of India 
has been found together with some of its monnment~. Where 
no trace of the sculptured stones of Asou's great capital was sus
pected to exist a few years ago, there have now been unearthed 
many of the actual sculptures, some of which seem to be quite 
the oldest yet found in India, and others amongst the oldest; 
there has been found a colossal pillar of ASOKA, of about 250 B.O., 
lying deeply buried and unsuspected, close to the main line of 
the East Indian Railway with its rushing trains of nineteenth 
century passengers. In respect to the question of the indebted
ness of the early civilization of Ancient India to the West, 
tbere has been unearthed amongst other objects 8. colossal 
capital of quaBi-Ionic style, with Assyrian conventional orna
mentation. This, the most Greek thing perhaps 'yet found in 
India, except the friezes in Asoka's edict-pillars and the later 
so-called 'Grreco-Buddhist' sculptures of the PILnjab, has been 
'found in ASOKA's own capital, in the heart of India, and 
is probably of AsoKA's own epoch. The old city and paiace 
boundaries have been defined in several places by means of what 
seems to be the vestiges of the ancient beam-palisu.de as desclibed 
by MEGASTBENES and by other topographical and excavated 
features; and several of the important si~s located have heen 
beyond all doubt. 
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60 8UMMARY OF RE8Uf.,T8. 

With tile inlonnation thus now maue available, it is possible to 
take up the excavation of the more promising sites in detail, so as 
to recover inscriptions. For this, however, as with SCHLIEMANN'S 

excavations at Troy, it will be necessary to dig very deeply, as
the structures lie hidden deep down in the accumulated mud and 
defJri!J of over twenty-two centurie". . 

1'he hurried circumstances under which this report was 
written, namely, in the brief intervals snatched from myengross
ing official duties, may, I truRt, excuse its short comings. 

In conclusion, I may perhaps be permitted to express the 
obligations under which students of Indian History are placed 
to Sir John Woodburn, K.C.8.1., Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
and his Secretary, the Hon'ble F. A. Slacke, for the interest 
they have shown in this exploration, and their generous grant of 
funds; to the H on'ble C. E. Buckland, C.I.E., for his cordial assist
ance when Secretary to Government; also to Mr. Bourdillon, C.S.I., 

who as Commissioner of Patna afforded several facilities for 
this research. My acknowledgments are due to Mr. Chalmers, 
Superintendent of Government Printing, Bengal, for the trouble 
he has taken in the printing and in improvising soveral accented 
typos for the transliteration of vernacular names. 

CHINA EXPEDITIONARY FORCE; ) 

. HONG-KONG, ( 

26th .lul!J 190f). ) 
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APPENDIOES. 

I. 

THE MAURYA DYNASTY. 

IN a deaoription of the great capital of the powerful J(aur,a dynast,. 
it would be desirable to give a sketoh of the dynasty itaell. U monu
naWl ve-ry little else is yet known about it, besides what has been 
mentioned in the foregoing telt. . 

- The origin and d~tion of this dynasty, founded at .l'tJlaliputra 
by OHANDJLA-GUI>TA, the grandfather of Asou, are involved in deep 
obscurity. The traditional Buddhistic aooounts state that the name is 
derived from the home of CHANDRA-GUl'TA'S father, which was oalled 
Ma1lura-nagara or Monlla-nara-1 and means 'the Town of Peacooks,' and 
that it was situated 'on the borders of the Himalaya Mountains; , 
that its exact site is not specified, though we have seen that it 
probably was in the extrepte north of India and in contact with 
Ass,yrian or Greek: civilization. The Brahmanical tradition, however, 
denves the name from Mura, the low-cBste, to whioh, they allege, 
CHANDJLA-GU:t>TA'S mother, belonged,· and this appears to be the origin 
of the current form of the name' Maur1/a.' 

The Buddhistio accounts assert, as they usually do in regard to the 
genealogy of those kings who espeoially patronized Buddhism, that the 
dynasty of the great Buddhist king, ASOKA, was also an oftsboot of 
B~ddha &k1/o Muni', own. Thus the Ceylonese commentary 8 states 
"the Morillan was a branch of the Sdkllan dyJIaBty who were of 
Ik8"wak!' of th~' solar' line. Thoue:h. the ~e of CHANDRA.-GU:t>TA'S 
father 18 not given, .••.•.••• It IS epeoifioally stated that hewas the' 
last sovereign of Mori1/a of that family and lost his life with his kingdom. 
His queen, who was then enMints, fled with her brothers to PdttIliputra 
(where aocording to this account CHANDRA.-GUI>U seems to .have .been 
born) to seek: protection from their relatives, the N ando,," and it is 
further stated that CHANDRA.-aU:t>TA succeeded the last of these NANDA8 
on the throne there. 

1 .MQ~!J TuBNOUB'S adn., 17. 
I WILIION'S .I1ind. T1r.tGlre. 
I Pili MClA4wIillo (TuB~.). pre!. ,. 
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62 THE MAURYA DYNASTY. 

The duration of this dynasty, according to the Brabmanioal aooounts, 
was 137 years, and the number of kin~s is variously given as nine 
and ten. According to the Vi,An" P"r., they were (1) OHANDRA-GUPTA, 
(2) BINDu-slRA, (3) A'!oxA (VAllDHANA), (4) SUYA,AS, (0) DA,AllATHA, 
(6) SANGATA, (7) S1.LI,UKA, (8) SoJU.,ABHAN, (9) SATADHANVAN, (10) 
B~IKADBATHA. . 

Extant BuddhistlO aooounts do not usually edena the list beyond 
ABOKA'S own family. 

The following fjnealogioal tree, with espeoial referenoe to AsoxA's 
sons and daughters, have compiled from various souroos:-

CHANDRA·GUPTA ('Vrishala")2 

lJIliDl1sIu (or:P 'A)[ITBOCBATBS '. or 'NBIlITA. 'C] 

I I, I 
Sl1SIJI.&. ASOKA MABBNDU ('MABINDO') 

J I I I . I I 
JUAl1XA 6 Kl1NIL.&. TISBYA, Kl1'HTANA,s SANGA-XI'J;U,7 CSABl1.IIATI,· MAJlI.pIIU· 

DAUB41'S'&' [orP SAJIlPBATI].IO 

The name of the last noted, the grandson of AsoKA, has been found 
insoribed on one of the five rook-out oaves at Barabar near Giya., whioh are 
the oldest artifioial caves yet found in India, and two of them have insorip
tions dated in the 12th and 19th years of PRIYADAllSI, i.8., AsoxA himself. 
The inscription of DASARATHA is in the same oharacter as found in the 
ediots of AsoKA, and the same title is used, namely' Beloved of the Gods' 
(D8fJ4namprilla). 

. 1 WIUI01I'S tranal., IV, 186. c..oDl. allo C. M. DUl!'F'S Olwo'40logy oj lrulia, p. 825, for a oom-
parative table. 

I A contemptuous Brahmanioa title implying a 8'1lam origin. WILSON'S Hirul. TMl:iIrt, 182. Por 
au aooount of him see WILFORD, .<flo Re,fA,rckes, V and lX, 98. 

• Greek aooount already _quoted; also WILFORD}'. Researehe., V,286. 
4 T""~TBA'8 Tibetan Hiltory oj B'IJIldM._ in rulia. 
• The Kashmir Chronicle. The (egends legarding him are related at some length in Book I, 

,,_. 107 -162 of Dr. STE11I'S edition and translation. 
• !llerd founder of Buddhist dynasty in Khoten (RoOIDIILL'S Life of B., 286). 
7 She 18 alleged bl Ceylonese to have aooompanied MAHBNDRA to Ceylon (MaA4MIIutJ). 
• She is stated to have aooompanied AsolU to Khatmandu shrine and settled there, Y __ Z.r 

Bill.'" NqxJl (WBIGHT'S) p. Ill. -
.14 .... 

10 &"",.ti, according to Jain li8t, WI\B the grand80n aDd 8ucoeBllOr of AIoKA (PariBillIIaparvcm, 
ed; JACOBI &.c. B/Q. But., XXII, 290), and hili to be converted to Jauu.m. 
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ORIGGN SG40NE BUILDINf~ SCULPTURE 

ON this interesting question the broad fact noticed by JAMES FERGUSSON 
about sixty years ago l still holds true: that" no (stone) building is known 
to exist or any cave possessing any architectural oharacter whose date can 
be extended back to the time when AL'EXAliDER THE GREAT visited India 

found 
th434t il?:4thins: that <!Bn ~ ~ ~ {4ailed arohiteotillil t434 bs 

till oon81ders434i 434iilBXANDER'S 
the 
Buddhimil 
B.O .. 
before 

in India begh4s . • • . the 
religion un~es , the mi~dle o~ ths 
stone arohltsS)Sstu u4tm434is444oed In India 

The only exception referred to hy FERGUSSON was the SO-4"sUed 
of Jarasandka' on the Rajgi,. hills. This rude tower, built of masses 
of unhewn stones picked up from the rooky hillsides and fitted together 
without mortar, was, he supposed, older than ASOKA'S age, and he made the 
interesting observation that its form and structure" point almost undoubt
edly to &8Bgl';a as the oounf;ry from whioh its forms were derived, and the 
Bir8 Nimrud with its range of little cells on two sides seems onlu a. hihantio 
model oopied on a. soale." 3 

Heu"", may note that been found to 
sively was erected epooh, or to 
CUNNn.z"4 11411lU)ieoture that its fitSsus'znarried out of 
behind sfsmB merely onlll ' natural caves 

~~~;,.,' the stona:~f t':hi~o:~'\e:ll~~ ll;=k:a~~ ~~et~hisel, be placed 
with confidence before ASOKA'S epooh, although the town itself is said to 
have been founded over a century previously. Indeed, one of the chief 
accounts of AsoKA 4 alle~es that that monarch at first resided at Rdjgir and 
afterwards transferred hlS capital to Pataliputra. 

S,imilarly, ~.?. ?:~ .~t~ .regard t~ ~he rock-cut,,~~~riI!tion ~n th~ ,~; ~lephant-
cave m"'44#""fI"'- Udagag.,.. "",ak In 0,.,88(1-,,,,, 
tion, whkh aocepted as oentury earlie" 
has sillu" U)"ll"lusively prov,,,} anterior to 
I have fitisited eaoh anh "bove-mentioned, 
tower, <3l€,fitl€,S~, and have ¥.ll€,"mined them 
referez,(l¥,l (Ylll±3stion. 

Nor do the references to the alleged earlier occurrence of the word for 
'brioks' in Indian literature, which were put forward by Dabu Rajendralal 
Mitra and others5 in trying to prove an earlier origin for stone arohitecture, 
shed any trustworthy light on the subject; for the books in question are 
very COlTUpt, having been freely altered and added to by the copyists, 

I Jo',,,,,, 
IndwlII. 
Mitra. 

2Ca,,, 
a Itl., 
4 HIm", 
6 b.d,' Ar,,,m 

,",',l,rrtecJ!ure. iMJ: 1::a~~ ~". !,~:£':::e!i'~if!r=8~:Ph~~~""1£~~;£~:S,;{ 
lln""ll,--J. FIBGt1SS0N a€l43 14380, 1'- 29. 
R"lrnd., &0., aee Appent%€ 
di"eiquiciu oj Orill". 



64 ORIGIN OF STONE BUILDING AND SCULPTURE IN INDIA. 

and it is even doubtful whether any of them were oompiled in anything 
like their present fonn before Aso:n's epooh. Thus the JlahtJh/uJrattl in 
the diverse modern versions of whioh the wOld for 'briob' OOOUJ'I is plaoed 
by lbmm as late as about the seoond oentury B.O., and the Ramlg,... 
Btill later.1 Besides, the Indian alphabet itaelf has reoently been proved 
by Dr. BttHLBB to be derived. from the PhmDioian •. 

Altogether the mOlt truBtworthy evidence available seems to lead to the 
oo.o1uaion that India derived ita· knowledge of the art of workin~ in Btone 
mm the WeBt, and that this event ooourred probably during Aso:n'. 
reign. The present report supplies BOlDe further evidence in this direotion. 

~ 
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APPENDIX III. 

LEGEND OF THE FOUNDING OF PA~ALIPUTR!.: 

TBB plaoe is deeoribed in the Buddhist 8ori~turea 88 beiDg only a amall 
yillage aalled 'P.tt,&li' at the time of Buddlui. s visit to it a few months 
before his death, and when he was re~ to have prophesied itll future 
greatoeaa, and complimented the Brahman V A.BSHAXlBA, the minister of KiDg 
&XTA8ATBU of Kagadha on his wise foresight in fortifying so im~rtant a 
spOt.l It 888ID8 to h&ve been near the site of an older town uamed 'The oit)' 
of sweet.soented flowen,' X ... mpura, whioh probably was washed away in 
front part by the Ganges; for it is frequently referied to under this name, 
and BlUER TSI.Alta etatesl re~ng it that "formerq it was oalled 
K.,_m,ur41 ............. a.fterWarda ••••••••••• • ita name 
was ohan(8d to PtJlaliputr4 (or 'The son of a pllali tree' I)," and here the 
Chinese pilgrim relates the then ~nt legend that the city was so oalled 
because ita founder married the daughter of a p"tIli flower 

A more picturesque version of the fabulous origin of this famous oity, 
havinl{ its parallels in GRllDl'S Fairv TaIBa aDd the ~rahi"n Bigllta, is 
given m the medi.val Oc.a,. oj '". Stretlma of Stor,.' According to this 
account a perIOn oalled PUTBAXA of B.jgir, whose anoestors came" from 
~he Himalayas, ilnds "in the Vendlan,4 mountains two SODS of the giants 
disput~ about their parental heri~ which consisted of a magical vase, 
a wizard s wand, and a pair of magio slippers. The slippers conferred the 
power of flying through the air to any plaoe their wearer wished; the 
vase offered whatever food or riohes a person desired, and whatever was 
written with the wand came true or was realized. :By stratagem, 88 an 
arbitrator between f;J1e two disputant&, PUTllAKA beoomea pol!8888ed of these 
objects and flies away with them. They confer on him facilities for making 
love to the beautiful P4lali, the daughter of King KAHBNDU. V ARKAN 
of AkarehiktJ, and enables him to carry her oft from the palace of her father. 
Having reached the bank of the Ganges, he there, in oomplianoe with the 
request of his beloved one, by the miraculous virtue of his staft build8 a city, 
which in honour of the prin0888 he called p'lalipue,.a. He becomes a 
powerful monarch, is reconciled to his father-in-law, and governs all the 
country &8 far 88 the sea. 

The Greek version of the legend gives a somewhat similar outline, 
omitting the more miraoulous def.&ils. It states that the pot HBROULBS, 
the founder of PtJlalipulra, "begot a daughter in India whom he called 
, P",.tlaia.' To her he assigned that portion of India which lies southward. 
and extends to the sea." I 

1 !AI' of lAc BtuItlM. from the Tibetan. RocKHILL, p. 127, M. 
• BUL'S ~, ii, 82. 
• 8ur~ .. _ ... -"tt,. 
• X.tM &arit S4g1rl'., translated by C. H. TAWlfBT, Calcutta, 1881, I, 14, &C. See allO II. 

BROCKHAUS' FINflutio. oj PtJtali-ptltr., Liepeic, 1835, and lummarized by KupallTIl in bit trull •• 
tilill of FA Hu.N'" tranl.. • 

I POLT.sN. &rll.tf" I, "; McCauiDU, 11i8. 
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66 FOUNDING OF PATALIPUTBA. 

The town seems first to have become the capital in the reign of 
UDAYXgvA or UDXYIN, the son 1 or grandson of KiDg AJITSA'l'RU, who was 
reigning at Buddha's visit, and the predecessor of NANDA whom OHXNDRA
GUPTA superseded. This name is also given as UDAYANA1 who has a 
l~endary history very like that of PUTRAKA in the above fairy tale. 
UDYANA or VATSA was the son of SAHASRINiKA and grandson of S'ATINixA, 
who transferred the capital of Upper India. from B4atinapur to KaUB4m6i 
S'ATINixA was the great great grandson of ARJUNA. VATSA was named 
UDAYANA from beinK_ educated on the Eastern or Udaya mountain by the 
sage J AJrlADAONI. When arrived at maturity he was decoyed into captivity 
by Ohancirasena, Kirig of UJ;'ayin. He was liberated by his minister, 
YooANDHARlYA~A, and in his escape carried off VlSVADATTX, the daughter of 
his captor. His adventures are recorded in the RATNlvALl and in 
VXSVADATTX'S poem and in the Vrikat.katha. They have been translated 
from the laUer and published in the "Oalcutta Quarterly Magazine" for 
June 1874.8 

This supernatural origin asc:ribed to P/#a/iputra lnd its associa.tion with 
the gia.nts and Hercules apJ*U' to be based largely on the gigantio stones 
used by AsoKA for his buildings and monuments. 

1 The Jain Iiat (PIIriNlttaJlfl". JACOBI) puts him immediateq after .A.rlTASATBU,• and I think it ie 
worth oonaidering whether the intervenillg p8l'8011. in the Paw_w 1_ variously oaned HAB8RUA, 
VAINBIUo, DAJJ.UU and othenriae ia not really the oontemporary minister of A.11TASATBU. namely, 
• V ARBIIA.KABA,' especia.lly as the Jain list places hia deatli only 60 yean after that of JrlAJaVDLt.. 
who died before Buddha; and the PWtlJM give hia reign all 28-38 years, and An.TASADV's 
at25-36. 

I VilA". Pw4\1a. 
• WILSON'S ai""_ TMatre, I, 81. 
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APPENDIX IV. 

STATUES OF .ASOKA'S GENII. 

Two life-BlBed statues of AsoRA.'s gigantio masons were "(lug out of a 
field near Pat"a" about 1820, and" in the same spot was a thira image 
still unremoved, but where the spot was he could never learn." 1 Suoh is 
the record sent with these most ancient statues to the Oaloutta Museum by 
the donor, Mr. J. TYTLER. Although from the. inscriptions which they bear 
they are amongst the oldest of Indian statues: they are of high artistio 
value. Their massive shoulders and powerful arms, yet dignified pose, well 
convey the idea of Intelligent Strength which it was the artist's objeot 
to portray. It is rather a comment~ry on 'Indian' Art to find taat its 
earliest eHorts were the most suocessful. The two statues are lightly 
draped from the waist downwards with a loose robe girded at the waist. 
by a tasselled oord, and a thin scarf thrown over the left shoulder. The 
heavy necklets, armlets and earrings generally resemble those of t.he 
Bharlmt sculptures, as pointed out by Dr. ANDER,"oN, though the art 
altogether is deoidedly superior. The stone is a olose-grained sandst6he like 
that of ASOlU'S ediot-pillars, and is also like these high-polished. As one 
holds a fly-whisk or chauri, the oriental symbol of an attendant on royalty, 
as they were probably attendant figures at a shrine before the introduction 
of aotual images of Buddha himself. 

The inscriptions record that the statues are those of Yak8has, J that 
is, the fabulous genii to whioh the oyolopea.n masonry of AhORA's period 
was afterwards ascribed. 

The worship of these Yaksha., or' J a.k,' as they are now called, seems 
to have been very prevalent in Mid-India in early times. In the Tibetan 
version of _the Buddhist SoriptUres it is stated 8 that the tribal god of 
Buddha's tribe, the Sak,la8, was a Yak.!a of the good genius type named 
'the Bestower or Increaser of Gifts.'~ Also in the same canon it is related 
in desoribing the exploits of King BXMBASA8.A of Rdjgir, a contemporary of 
Buddha, that" at that time one of the ~te-keepers of Va;8ali died and 
bad been born again among the demons. He gave the inhabitants of VaistJ/i 
the following instructions: ' As ;r have been born again among the demons" 
confer on me the position of a Yaksha and hang a bell round my neok. 
Whenever a foe to the inha.bitants- of JTaiBtl/i appears, I will make the bell 
sound until he is arrested or haa taken his departure.' So ehe,!! caused a 
YakBha .tatue to be prepared and hung a. bell round its neck. 'l'hen they 
set it up in the gate-house provided with oblations and ~arlands a.long with 
dance and song and to the sound of musical instruments. '6 

I Catalogue and Hanc'l-book of the Archalologioal collections in the Indian Museum, by J • 
.\m)BB80N, M.D., part I, 162. 

I The eharaotera are somewhat later than AaOlU.'S epoch and are read by Genl. CyNNlNGHAM 
(Rept. XV! 8) as yaUte &anatanczlllla (P or BliGrata), and Ya.tAe Adl.U8Q./;'gilea (f or Sall.igiq), and a 
drawinlf or the statues are given in the same report • 

• -080M& DB KURU's AMly.u in AriatW /teno.rcku, XX, SOO. 
4 G'nali~yin • 
• S<lsIBi1IBa'S Tiieta,. Talu from Ik K«1I,-gy'll.F, RALsTON'S trana., 81. 
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68 STATUES OF THE BUILDERS OF THE CITY. 

The YakaAtu are minor divinities, mostly good-natured. Their ohief i-. 
V.UBBAVAN or the Hindu KUVEU, the god of wealth and guardian of the 
northern part of the world, and he was early given a prominent plaoe in 
the Buddhist pantheon. MtJra is called a Yakha •• 1 A list; of 8 ohief 
YdsAaa is given in the Tibetan scripture,s and ma.nl of these divinities 
are figured and their names inscribed on the Bllarh'Ut Ra.ilinJ.8 

Human. YakBkaa are also described in that primitive oollection of 
Buddhist soript!B'es, the Butta NiptJta, as ~eigning ove~ variO~B partB of 
the oountry durmg Buddha'B day and as haVIng oonve1'B8otions WIth "Buddha 
and being oonverted by him. Thus a.t GfJlItI were SUClULOJrfA and KHAu, 
at Alaft {possibly Urm)4 ALAVAXA, and SI.TI.GllU. and HEJrfAVAU IL are also 
therein mentioned. They were probably abo.al tribesmen, and were 
paid local respect and afterwards semi-divine honours, as Beems latterl;r to 
have been the oa.se with the aboriginal tribesmen olassed as Raga and mIXed 
up with mythological beings of the sa.me name • 

• 
1 &M:red. B. B., X,2,12-
I (}ywt Pa (18th VoL) leaf 117-184 ((?SOXA 617). 
• YIIbM .8tlpra_ (8upJ1IIZIO> evidently is figured on the B. E. quadrant of the cirole.-

AlmBBlON CrUIIl.. ' 
4 Bee my art. Jtw.f'fIt1l Asiatic Socy. (EenpI), part I, No. I, 1892. 
I IIMIftj B. B., X, pt. 2, 26, 29, 46, 
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APPENDIX V. 

DESCRIPTIONS OF PITALIPUTRA FROM THE CHINESE 

(A.) By FA BIAN. 

(.tboue .1I00A.D.) 

69 

TJm Ohinese Buddhist pilgrim. FA HUN travelled in India for fifteen 
years about 399-414A.D. in search of Buddhist scriptures. The following 
translation of his narrative, from Profeesor J. Legge's version l an
notated from that of Professor Beal.,l is appended for oonvenience of 
referenoe :- . 

"Four 1/ojantl' on from this plaoe (Vaiatfl.) to the east brought the 
travellers to the oonfiuenoe of the five rivers. • • • • Having orossed the river 
and descended south for a YojantJ (the travellers) came to the town of 
PtJ~aljputra, in the kingdom of Magadha, the oity where King ASOKA ruled. 
The royal palaoe and halls in the midst of the olty, 'whioh exist now as of 
old, were all made by spiritsS which he employed, and which piled up the 
stones, reared the walls and gates, and exeouted thd elegant carving and 
inlaid soulpture-work,-in a way whioh no human hands of this world oould 
~mp1ish. . 

KiDg ASOKA had a younger brother who had attained to be an Arhat, an4 
resided on Grjdhra.",~ hill, finding his delight in solitude and quiet. The 
King, who einoerely reverenoed him, wished and begged him (to oome and 
live) in his fami1y,~ where he oould supply all hiS wants. The other, 
however, through his delight in the stillness of the mountain, was unwilling 
to aooept the invitation, on which the ~ said to him, • Only acoept my 
invitation, and I will make a hill for you in81de -the oio/.' Aooording1y, he 
provided the materials of a feast, oalled to him the spirits,' and announoed 
to them, 'To-morrow you will all reoeive my invitation; but as there are no 
mats for you to sit on, let eaoh one bring (his own seat).' Next day the 
spirits came, each one bringinfL!Vith him a great rook, (like) a wall, four or 
five paces square, (for a seat). When their sitting was over, the King made 
them form a hill with the large stones piled on one another, and also.at the 
foot of the hill, with five large Equare stones, to make an apartment, which 
might be more than thirty cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and more than 
ten cubits ~h.8 

In this Olty there had resided a great Brahman, named R1.DHAwSVAKI, 
a professor of the MahdgtJna, of olear discernment and much wisdom, who 

IRfI«W'flI oJ ~ Ki,,!14orM,.to. Osford, 1886. 
I Bvdt/.M.It RccordI of the Weatem World, tranald. from the Chineae by S. BBAL, I. Iv. et Iff., 

whioh here will be referred to a. • B.' 
. • Genii-B • 

• HOUE-B. 
• Geuii-B. 
• The atandard lpeCilled ia a N"I, whioh LsaaB ccnverta at the rate of about 1~ r.:.bita but BUL 

at about 12 feet, thul B~L siVH th ___ mente u II about 16 'Nt in leDgth 22 f.et in breadth 
iD. height 11 feet or 60." • 
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10 FA HrAN'S DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY. 

understood everything, living by himself in spotless purity.l The King 
of the country honoured and reverenced him, and served him as his teacher. 
If he went to inquire for and greet him, the King did not pr8@ume to sit 
down alongside of him; and if, in his love and reverence, he took hold of 
his hand, as soon as he let it go. the Brahman made haste to pour water on 
it and wash it. He might be more.than·fifty ye&r8 old, and all the Kingdom 
looked up to. him. By means of this one man, the Law of Buddha was 
widely made known, and the followers of other doctrines did not find. it in 
their power to persecute the body of monks in any way. 

By the side of the tope (tower) of AsOJu.. there has been made a 
mtJk4gtJtla monastery, very grand and beautiful; there is also a hinagtJtla one; 
the two together containing six hundred or seven hundred monks. The rules 
of demeanour and the scholastio arrangements in them are worthy of 
observation. 

Shama1lB (lijIoetios) of the highest virtue from all quarters, and students, 
inquirers wishing to find out truth and the grounds of it, all resort to these 
mona.ateries. There also resides in this monastery a Brahman teacher, 
whose name also is lthruUSRI, whom the BMma"B of greateat virtue in the 
kingdom, and the mahlig''"' BAikBAuB honour and look up to. 

The oities and towns of this oountry are the greatest of all in the Middle 
kiqdom. The inhabitants are rioh and prosperous, and vie with one another 
in tlle Draotice of benevolence and righteousness. 'Every yaaron the eighth day 
of the &eoond month ~h:ey celebrate a procession of images. They make a four
wheeled oar, and on It erect a structure of five storeys by means of bamboos 
tied together. This is supported by a king-post with \>oles and lances 
slanting from it, and is rather more than twenty oubits high, having the 
ehape of a tope. White and silk.like cloth of hair is wrapped all round it, 
which is then painted in various oolours. They make figures of devas, with 
gold, silver, and lapis lazuli grandly blended and having silken streamers 
and canopies hung out over them. On the four sides are niches, with a 
Buddha seated in each, and a BodhiBatt"lJ standing in attendance on him. 
'Xhere may be twenty cars, all grand and imposing, but each one different 
from the others. On the day mention~ the monks and laity within the 
borders all come together; they bave singers and skilful musioians; they 
pay their devotions with flowers and incense. The Brahmans come and 
mvite the Buddhas to enter the city. These do so in order, and remain 
two nights in it. All through the night thel keep lamps burning, have 
skilful music, and. present offerings. This 18 the practice in all the other 
kingdoms as wflll. The heads of the Vaitga families in them establish in 
the cities housea for dispensing charity and medicines. All the poor and 
destitute in the country, orphans, widowers, and childless men, maimed 
people and oripples, and all who are diseased, go to those houses 
and are ~rovided with every kind of help, and doctors examine their 
diseases. They get the food and medicines which their cases require, and 
are made to feel at ease; and when they are better, they go away 
themselve8. 

When King Aso]u destroyed the seven toptJB (intending) to make eighty. 
four thou88nd, the first which he ma.de was the great tope; more than three 
Ie to the BOuth of this oity. In front of this there is a foot-print of Buddha, 

Slient meditation-B. 
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FA HIAN'S DESOlUPTION 01' TBB CITr. 11 

where a vikdra haa been built. The door of it faces the north, and on the 
south of it there is a stone pillar, fourteen or fifteen oubits in circumference, 
and more than thirty cubits high, on which there is an inscription, saying, 
'ASO~A gave the (whole Of)l JambudfJipa (India.) to the general body of all 
the monks, and then redeemed it from them with money. This he did three 
times.' North hom the tDpl 300 or 400 paoes, King LORA built the cj.ty 
of Ne-le.s In it there is a stone pillar, whioh also is more than thiny 
feet high, with a lion on the top of it. On the pillar there is an illsoription 
recording the things which led to the building of NfJ-k, with the number 
of the year, the day, and the month. 

• • • • • • 
"From Yclr4nan (the travellers) went back east to Ptlealiputra. 

FA.-HuN's original objeot had been to search for (copies of) the V'naya. 
In the various kingdoms of North India, however, he had found one master 
transmitting orally (the rules) to another, lmt no written oopies which he 
could transaribe. lIe had therefore travelled far and come on to Oentral 
India. Here, in the maktlgdna monastery, he found a copy of the Yinaga, 
containing the Maktl8dnghika rules,-those whioh were observed in the first. 
Great Oounoil, while Buddha was still in the world. The original oopy was 
handed down in the JetafJana-fJiA4ra. . As to the other eighteen dools, ea.oh 
one has the views and decisions of its own masters. Those agree (with this) 
in the general meaning, but they have small and trivial difterenoee, as when 
one opens and another shuts. This copy (of the rules), however, is the most 
complete, with the fullest exylanations. 

He further got a tranBOl'lpt of the rules in six or seven thousand gtllllru, 
being the 8a1'fJdBtifJddah rules,-th08e whioh are observed by the communities 
ot monks in the land of .7Wn, whioh also have all been handed down orally 
from master to master without bein, committed to writing. In the commu
nity here, moreover, he got the 8amllukt4bhi-dllarma-ltridallfJ (8tlBtra) contain
ing about six or seven thousand gA.thas ; he also got a $:ra of 2.500 gAtl:u; 
one chapter of the Parini1'fJana-fJaipullla B'fdra, of about 5,000 gtltkfl8 aDd 
the Maktl8.nglliktlh .AbMdharma. _ 

In consequence (of this success in his quest) FA-HUN stayed here for three 
years, learning Sanskrit books and the Sanskrit speeoh, and writing out the 
Yinallf' rules. 

(B.) BY HIUEN TSrANG. 

(.About 685 A.D.) 

IN the following extraot from the narrative of the Ohinesel Buddhist 
pilgrim Hiuen Tsiang, taken from BEAL'S translation a and annotated, 
iUso hom JULIBN'S,4 I have for the convenience of the reader inserted here 
referenoes to my plan of the site as given at page 12. 

lB. 
I • Ni.Ji· is the mOt'e usual form aa given by KLAPBO'I'B and BBAL: And as remarhd by 

Genl. CUNNINGHAM! thelresent name oCtbe land in which Kvmriihar ill situated is NirMUl.-pvr wbicb 
pOllibly preserves tne 01 name. 

I 0,. cit. I 4 0,. cit. 
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"2 BIDEN TSIANG'S DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY. 

. I." To the south of the river Ganges (in Majl8.d,ha), there is an 
old. oity about 70 Ii (= about 12 miles) round. Altliough it has been 
long deserted, its foundation-walla still survive. Formerly when men's 
lives were incalculably long, it was called KUBumpura, so called because 
~he palace of tJle King had many flowers. Afterwards when men's age 
reached several. thousands of years, then its name was ohanged to PtlIa/i
puit:a, [and here BIVEN TSIANG gives in detail the current legend as to 

. why the city was called. • The son of the Ptl~ali tree' (8t6f'6oBpBf'mum 
8uafllOlent) owing to the founder of the city having married. the daughter of 
(a spirit-inhabiting) a PAAJli tree, or the flower of that tree-see also 
page 67]. 

II. "To the north of the old palaoe of the King (4 ·on pJan) is 
a stone pillar (2 on plan) several tens of feet high: this is tlie place 
where AsoXA. Baja made 'a hell.' In the hundreth 7e&r after the 
NirvtJna of Tathagatha there was a kinR called. Asoka (or the sorrow
leas), who was the great-grandson of BlHBAsi.RA Raja. He changed 
his capital from BrJjagrlha to Ptl~li, and built an outside rampart to 
amrround the old city. 8inoe then many generations have passed, and 
t.here remain only the old foundation walla. The 8ang"tJrtJmaIJ, tkfNJ temples, 
and Btupa8 whioh lie in ruins may be counted by hundreds. There &1'e 

only two or three remaining entire. To the north of the old palace and 
bordering on the Ganges river there is a little town, which contains about 
1,000 housee. . At flrst when AsOXA Baja ascended the throne, he exercised a 
moat ornel tyranny: he constituted a hell for the p~ose of torturing 
livin~ creatures. [Hsre follows the' Hell' legend whioh 18 given at greater 
length by FA HuN ; 1 and in both versions it is made the aoene of AsoXA.'s 
eouversion to Buddhism, through seeing the miraculous preservation there 
of a 3ramana or Buddhi&t monk who had been oaat into a fiery furnace.l 

m. " To the south of the earth prison (the hell) and not far of! is a 
.tupa (5 on plan). ijs foundatiQn walls are sunk, and it is in a leaning ruin
ous oondition. There remains, however, the crowning jewel 9f the 0011°180. 
1his is made of oarved stone, and haa a &urrounding balustrade. This 
was the flrst of the 84,000 (atupas). AsoXA. Raja ereoted it by the power of 
man in the middle of his royal precinct. It oontains a cAi"g of relios of the 
TatktlgatM (i.6., the Buddha). Spiritual indications constan~ly manifest 
themselves, and a divine light is shed aTOund it from time to time. 

IV. "By the side of the atupa, and not far from it in a f)iMra 
is a great stone (7 on plan) on which Tatbagatha walked. There is 
still the impression of both his feet on it, about 18 inches long and 
6 inohes broad; both the right and left impress have the circle sign, and the 
ten toes are all frin~ with figures of flowers (or flower scrolls), and forms 
oJ :&shes whioh glisten brightly in the morning light. In old time Tat"4-
gotha being about to attain NirfJtJ7J.fI was going northward to KUBinagara, 
when turning round to the south and looking back at Magadha, he stood 
nJKIn this stone and said to Ananda: 'Now, for the very last time, I 
leave this foot impression, being. about to atta.in Nirvlna.' and looking at 
Magadha: ' A hundred years hence there shall be a King AsoXA.; he shall 
build here his capital and establish his coul't, and he shall proteot the three 
treasures and command the genii.' When ASOK A had aScended the 

lOp. oil., ... p. 73. 
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throne he ohanged his capital and built this town j he enolosed the stone 
with the impreaaion, aDd as it waa near the rolal precinot, he paid it 
constant personal worship. Afterwards the kings of the neighbour
hood wislied to carry it oft to their own country; but although the 
stone is not large, they could not move it at all. Lately S'illilXA 
Raji, when he was overthrowing and destroying the law of Buddha, 
forthwith came to the place wliere the atone is lor the purpose of des
troying the sacred marka. Having broken it into pieoes, it came 
whole again, and the ornamental figures as before. Then be :flung 
it into the river Ganges, but it came back to its old place. 

V. "By the side of the stone is a &tupa (8 on plan) whioh marks 
the place where the four past Buddhas walked and sat down, the 
traces of which still remain. 

VI. " By the side of the nnara (7 on pla~) whioh contains 
the traoes of Buddha, and not far from it is a great stone pillar, about 
SO feet -high, with a mutilated inscription on it. This, however, is part 
of it, fl •. , ASOKA Raja with a firm principle of faith has thrice bestowed 
Jau})udwipa (India) as a religious oftering on Buddha, the Dharma 
(the law) and the Assembly, and thrice be bad. redeemed it with bis 
Jewels and treasures, 'and this is the record thereof.' 

VII. "To the north of the old palace is a large stone-house 
(Ion plaA). It looks outside like a great mountain, and within it 
is many tens of feet wide. This is the house which bXA Raja 
oommanded the flnii to build for his brother wbo had become a 
reoluse·· ••• a half-brother called lUHBNDRA, who 
was born of a noble tribe • • • • • • • • The King 
said : 'If you wish to subdue your heart in g"iet you have no need 
to live in the mountain faatnese. To meet your wishes I shall construot 
you a dwelling.' Aooordingly he summoned the genii to his presence. 

• • • • • • .• • The genii having received. the 
order, before the day was over finished the task. ASOXA Rija tben himself 
went to invite his brother to fix his abode in this mountain cell. 

VIII. " To the north of the old palace and to the south of the hill ~ 
a great stone. with a hollow trough in it (3 on plan) AaoKA Raja commis
sioned the genii as workmen to m!Lke this hollow (vase) to use for the 
food which he gave to the priests when he invited them to eat. 

IX. "To the south-west of the old palace there is a little mountain -
(9 on plan). In the orags and surrounding valleys there are Beveral tens 
of ston~ dwellinp whioh A~:,- Rlja made for UPAGUPTA and other arnat. 
by the lBtervention of the "eDll. . 

X. "By the side of It is an old tower, the ruins of whioh are a mass 
of heaped. up stones. There is also a pond (10 on plan), the gentle ripples 
of whiCh :{llay over its surface as pure as a mirror. The people far and 
near call It 'eM .tICf'Id UJatw.' If anyone drinks thereof or washes in it, 
the defilement of bis sins is washed away and destroyed. 

XI. " To the south-west of the mountain is a collection of five stupas 
(11 on plan). The foundations are loity, but ruinous; what remains, 
however, is a ~ood height. At a distance they look like little bills. 
Each of them 18 several tens of p,aoes in front. Men in after-days 
tried to build on the top of th8iSe httle stupas. The reoords of India 
state: 'In old time when AsoKA RAja built the 84,000 stupas, there 
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were still remaining five measures of relics.' Therefore he ereoted flJilh 
ellcBptional grandeur five other stupas remarkable for their miraculous 
exhibition with a view to indioate the five-fold spiritual body of 
Tathlgatha. Some disciples of little faith talking together argued 
thus: 'In old time NANDA Rlja built these five (stupas) as treasure 
flaoes for his wealth. In oons~uenoe of this gossip in after-time a king of 
msincere faith, and excited by his covetousness, came with his followers to 
dig (the stupas). It is said, moreover (i.e., in the Indian reoords), with 
respect to the gossip of the priests there has been some doubt expressed, but 
we believe it to be true aocordinf to the old tradition.' 

XII. CI To the south-east 0 the old city [N. B.-noI palaoe] there is the 
8anp/ldrrJma oalled KukkulrJrrJma (14 on planl whioh was built by Ason 
Rija when he first beoame a believer in the religion of Buddha. It was a 
80rt of first fruit and a pattSffl oj mf4/'e.tic conatruction. He gathered there a 
thousand priests. This building has long been in ruins, but the foundation 
walls are still preserved. 

XUI. "By the side of the &nglllJrtJma is a great .,ipa (lli on plan) 
oalled ' Amalaka,' whioh is the Dame of a fruit used as a medicine in India. 
King A80lU having fallen sick and lingering for a long time felt that he 
",:ould .n~t reoove!, and 80 d~~ed to ofter all his ~ossessioD8 so as to crown 
h1s religIOUS mmt. The mm18ter, who was earrytng on the government, was 
UDwilliD.g to oomply with this wish .. .. .. .. rThen AsoD bewailing 
his lot exclaimed:] 'The emJlire is no longer mine, this half fruit alone is 
left. .. .. .. .. Take thiS half fruit and offer it in The-Garden-of-the
Oook (monastery) to the priests.' .. .. • .. The 8thaf1ira in tbe midst of 
the priests spoke in reply: 'AsOKA Bij:J1 his former deeds may bope to 
recover. .. .. .. This oftering of a fruit will aecure the Kiiig an 
extension of life.' The Kinl having recovered from his sickness gave large 
ofterings to the priests.. .. and he erected this stupa as a mark of 
gratitude for his prolonged life. 

XIV. "To the north-west of the Amalaka stupa in the middle of an old 
8angAarrJma is a .topa (16 on pla.n.) ; it is called' establishing the sound of 
the ,lfanea ' [and a long aooount is given of how the name was bestowed 
owing to the Buddhist monk DnA, a j)upil of the great NAGAB.JUNA, striking 
the ,banta or gong as a ohallenge to the heretios, i.8., Jains.] .. .. .. 
Then tbe King assembled the men of learning (the Buddhists), and said by 
way of decree' whoever is defeated sban die as proof of his inferiority.' .. 
.. .. In less tban one bour he (DBvA) refuted the sectaries, and the 
King and his ministers being satisfied raised this venerable monument in 
honour of his extreme virtue. 

XV. "To the north of tbe st!!p& built where tbe glfaMa was sounded is 
an old foundation (17 on plan). This was the dwelling plaoe of a Brahman 
that waa inspired by demons. .. .. .. Oflioe1'8 and people looked on him 
as a saint [until he was signally defeated in argument by the Bod".."",. 
A'VA GHOSHA]." 
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APPENDIX VI. 

LEGEND OF ASOKA'S HELL: 

h addition to the details SUPPlied in the foregoing account of HlUBN 
TSIAl\1G, the following version of the legend is related by FA HIAN.I "When 
King AAoKA, in a former birth, was a little boy and playing on the road, 
he met KduPA I Buddha. walking. (The stran~) begged food, and 
the boy pleasantly took a handful of earth and gave It to him. The Buddha 
took the earth, and returned it to the ground on whioh he was walking; bue 
beoause of this (the boy) reoeived the reoompense of beooming a king of tht 
iron wheel, to rule over JarnlnldfJIpA (India). (Onoe) when he was making a 
judioial tour of in~on through JamhudfJipa, he saw, between the iro n 
oiruuit of the two hills, a naraka (bell) for the punishment of wicked men. 
Having thereupon asked his ministers what sort of a thing it was, they 
replied, ' It belongs to Yama, king of demolls, for punishing wicked people.' 
The king thought within himself: -' (eveu) the king of demons is able to 
make a naralta in whioh to deal with WIcked men; WDY should not I, who 
am the lord of men, make a naraka in whioh to deal with wioked men P , 
He forthwith asked his ministers who could make for him a naraka and 
preside over the punishment of wioked people in it. 

"They replied that. it was only a man of extreme wiokedness who oould 
make it; and the king therenpon sent officers to seek everywhere for (such) 
a bad man; and they saw by the side of a pond a man tall and strong, 
with a black countenance, yellow hair, and green eyes, hooking up the fish 
with his feet, while he oalled to him birds and beasts, and, when the,Y came, 
then shot and killed them, so that not one eaoaped. Having got this man, 
they took him to the king, who seoretly charged him, 'You must make a 
square enclosure with high walls. Flant m it all kinds of flowers and fruits ; 
make good ponds in it for bathinK; make it grand and imposing in every 
way, 80 that m.en shallleok to it WIth thirsting desire; make its gates strong 
and 8Ul'e; and when anyone enters, instantly seize him. and punish him as 
a sinner, not allowing him to get out. Even if I should enter, punish me 
as a sinner in 1lhe same way, and do.not let me go. I now appoint you 
master of that ""raka.' 

"Boon after this a MikBhu, pursuing_his rea-ular course of begging his 
food, entered the gate (of the place). When the lictors of the narda saw 
him, thel were about to subject him to their tortures; but he, frightened, 
begged them to allow him a moment in which to eat his midday meal. 
Immediately after there came in another man, whom they thrust into II 

mortar and pounded till a red froth overflowed. As the bkikBhu looked on, 
there came to him the thought of the impermanence, the painful suffering and 
inanity of this body, and how it is but as a bubble and as foa~; and instant
ly he attained to .ArhatBkip. Immediately alter, the lictON seized him, and 
threw him into a cauldron of boiling water. There was a look of joyful 
satisfaction, however, in the Mikaku', countenance. The fire was extinguished 

1 1_ cit Chapter XXXII • 
• SoUya-BBAL, and LBGGI note. that the Chinese text bll8 • Balcya.,' bllt be prefel'll a Corean 

manuscript which gives KfJ.lyap .. 
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and the water became oold. In the middle (of th~' cauldron) there rose up a 
lotus flower, with the Mile.ku seated on it I The liotors at once went and 
reported to the king that there was a marvellous ooourrenoe in. the naraka 
and wished him to go and see it; but the King said, 'I formerly made suob 
an agreement that now I dare not go (to the plaoe).' The liotors said, 'This 
is not a small matter. Your majesty ought to go quickly. Let your.former 
agreement be altered.' The King thereupon followed them, and entered (the 
naraka), when the Mik.ku p1'8ftC)hed the Law to him, and he believed, and 
was made free. Forthwith he demolished the neraka, and repented of all the 
evil whioh he had formerly done. From this time he believed in and 
honoured the Three PreoioUB Ones." 
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Ma. O. B. WIlSON'S 

. REPORT ON THE ExCAVATIONS AT CHHOTI PAHARI 
IN 1899. 

I 

17 

TmmB excavations took place in Maroh and April, 1899. They 
were instituted by Major L. A. Waddel1,. MI ••• , and they were made under 
the immediate 8U~on of the Surveyor to the :Bankipore Distriot Board, 
Ahmad HUB&in. I went down almost every day: to the excavations, reported 
almost every day to Dr. Waddell, and tried, u far u I could, to see that the 
uoavations were 'properl, conducted. 

2. Ohhoti Pahari 18 a mound of brick work, a little more than a mile 
to the south of old Kumrahar and the East Indian Railwa.y, and about the 
llame distance to the south-east from a very ancient well called the A~ 
Xul. Hiuen Tsiang in his account of the ruine of ABOb'. capita.! deaorib. 
a hell for tormenting living creatures which Asob Bljl wu said to have 
made wben he first ascended the throne. II To the south of the esrth 
prison," he says, "and not far oft is a stupa. Its foundation-walls are SUDt, 
and it is in a leaning ruiDous coDditioD. There remain., however, the 
orowning jewel of the ouj)Ola. This is made of carved stone and hu a 
surroundiDg balustrade. This wu the first of the 84,000 (.tiipru). Asoka 
Rljl erected it by the rwer of man in the middle of his royal precinot. 
It contains a eAi", 0 relics of the Tathir,tha. Spiritual indicationa 
constantl, manifest themselves, and a divine light is shed around it from 
time to time."l This was the first Blupa erected by Asob. South of it wu 
a hAar of Buddha's foot-prints with another 8ttlJHl, and south of this f'ilulr 
wae the Jambudwipa pillar. . 
. 3. On the assumption that the Agam Xu, wu the site where Hiuen 

i'Biang saw the earth 'prison, Ohhoti Pahari would probably be the lite of the 
first A..sob'l stiipa.. Dr. Waddell hoped to verify this asSumption by findiD, 
the centre of the stupa and the eMn, of relics mentioned by the Chinese 
pilgrim. The exeavatiou wete conducted for thiB purpose. It is unfor
tunate that Dr. Waddell could not have watched over them in person. I did 
ml best, but I regret to say that I waa unable to diaoover the oentre of 
thi. 8up~aed Blipa. 

4. The mound is a masa of brick-work covered with earth in which 
are .. few graves, or lupposed graves. The road runs on the west side, anel 
on the north is the vi11&ge ltanding on high ground. The mound is more 
than 100 feet in diameter. 'Ihe liighest point was to the north-west, and 
on it was plaoed a lingam. The centre of the mound wu out tbroufh by a 
deep excavation from Bouth-aut to north-west. This eX(lavatioD, under
ltand, was made by the ordell of Mr. O. 1. O'DonDoll, c.s., under the aupervi
lion of a ianu",o, who, after destroying large maaaea of brick-work, reported 
that he could find nothing. Ahmad Husain, however, said that he remembered 

• ~" AIOk', ClCIIIiI C.1Gl oj p~r J'tIfr" b:Y L. A. Waddell, 1882, p. 4. 

Digitized by Google 



78 EXOAVATIONS OF GREAT STtfPA. 

seeing lines of brioks converging to a point as if they radiated from a centre. 
In many atiJpaB, whioh have been excavated, the middle is marked b~ well, 
or pipe, around whioh the brioks are arranged conoentrioally, and Dr. Waddell 
hoped to find similar indications of the centre in the present oase. 

5. In order to determine the centre of the stopa, Ahmad Husain was 
directed to excavate six outs, or trenches, at diftereri.t points on the probable 
oiroumference. and also to olear away all the earth and rubbish whioh covered 
the brick-work and fllled the great central excavations, where he said he had 
seen the brioks radiating. After giving these instruotions at the beginning 
of Maroh, Dr. Waddell was obliged to return to Caloutta and left me to 
watoh over the work. 

06. By the 21st March, after worJdng for about a week, remains of 
briok-work were found in the DOrth-east, east and south-west cute; and 
assuming that these indicated the oiroumference of the stopa, I calculated that 
ita diameter was about 106 feet, and that its centre muat be somewhere in 
the great mass of brick.work to the north of the kanungo's excavation. I 
am, however, sorry to say that no solid briok-work was to be found in any of 
the outs to the south, nor could we find any point in the central portions of 
the briok.work from whioh the bricks radiated. 

7. During the weeks whioh followed I extended the outs. In parti
oular I -tried to excavate all the earth between the brick-work found in the 
north·east out and that .found in the east out so as to expose an aro of the 
stopa's ciroumference. The results were only more and more confusing. 
MaBles of briok work were constantly uncovered to the east of the moand, 
but whether they belonged to the stopa or to other buildings it was impos
sible to say. Everywhere the brick-work Iwas so out about IUld mutilated 
that no olear outlines or contours could be made out. The same may be said 
of the exoavations to the south-west. Due sou'h we Dever could find any 
briok-work at all. I must add that the excavations had to be oarried to 
great depths below the surface, so that in more than one case the outs fell in, 
and in fact I had not time to excavate the whole of the site to the east of the 
mound, or perhaps some definite results would have been reaohed. 

8. Ooming now to the central portions of the mound, I regret to say 
that I found them equally confusing. The whole of the old deep excav .. 
tion was cleared. - But no ooncentrio arrangement of brioks indicating a 
central pipe or we~ could be discovered. I also cuefully examined the mass 
of briok-work to the north of the old excavation in whioh I was disposed 
to look for the centre, espeoially as I could discover no briok-work to the 
south. The uneven portions of the briok-work were removed so as to give & 

fairly level surface of briok whioh was oarefully washed and swept; but 
though this was done several times, we never could find any conoentrio 
arrangement of brioks. . 

_ 9. The brioks are about one foot square and two and-a-half inohes thick. 
Rice straw has been used to stiffen the 01801' afte. the manner of the Asoka 
period. The briok-work everywhere appears quite solid, and is laid in 
courses generally Farallel. SOmetimes two lines of briok meet at a slight 
angle, and .from this oiroumstan!'8 we have been mor~ than on~ deceived 
into SUpposlDg that we were oommg upon the concentrio a.rra.ngement. But 
upon clearing the briok-work further it always turned out that this inolin
ation of the two lines of brioks to eaoh other was purely accidental. On 
removing the brioks layer by layer we generally found that the courses of 
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brioks were laced aoroas eaoh other. Thus if in one course the lines of briob 
ran from north-west to south-east, in the next course they ran from north-' 
east to south-west. 

10. At one time in the oourse of the excavation of the briok-work I 
thought that I had come upon certain indications of the centre. By the 
31st March I lu\d caused a number of oourses of the briok-work to be 
carefully removed, and prooeeded to examine the course or layer now un
covered. The mud was soraped away and the briok~work swept and washed. 
I then saw that there -was one briok stioking up in the middle of the brick
work, whioh did not form any part of the lines of the brioks, but whioh waa 
lying in a cavity made for it in the briok-work, so that ita four sides faced 
fouroardinal points. It was olear that it had been intentionally placed in 
this position, and I hoped that it indicated the centre of the stopa. There
fore before moving it 1 had its position acourate]y fi;ted by means of four 
brick columns built outside the mound determining two lines established by 
the theodolite, the interseotion of whioh was at the centre of the briok. I also 
had a })hotograph taken of the briok-work, and brought one of the masters 
of the Biha.:r Sohool of Engineering, Babu Xanhya Lall, to make a survey 
of the excavations as they then stood. 

11. On Monday, the 8rd April, I began to remove the brick-work, but 
was muoh disappointed. On removing the projecting briok another was 
found under it of the same size and in the same position, and under this 
three similar bricks. Then the formation oeased, and the brick-work again 
be~e solid and regular. 

12. Assuming that these flve brioks had been set up as a mark to 
indicate the whereabouts of the centre, I had a cutting opened beginniug at 
this point and extending northwards for about three or four feet. 'I'his 
cutting showed nothing ex~t that the briok-work was looser towards iJJ.e 
north and the mud damp whloh the workmen thought indioa.ted the nearness 
of a well in the briok work. I then opened one or two places in the briok
work to the north-west of the point marked by the flve bricks to see if I 
oould get at any well or opening. But these attempts failed. 

13. Lastly, giving up any attempt to find a concentrio arrangement of 
"ricks, I tried to infer the position of the oentre from the slope of the briok
work. The brick-work platform on which we were working was not level, 
but sloped up to the north and west; in fact it seemed as if the highest point 
of the stopa was oovered by the Ungam. On the lOth April the lingam was 
removed and all the earth swept away, and the brick-worl[ carefully examin
ed. I made several attempts to determine the slopes of the different masses 
of brick-work, and before leaving for England on Wednesday, the 19th, 

. I ordered a well to be sunk at a point near where the lingam had stood and 
another well at theJoint marked by the five brioks. Neither of these I 
learn from Ahmad Husain has had any result. .. 

14. On the-whole, I am of opinion that the mound is a.flipa-probably 
the first Btflpa of Asoka, though in spite of all my eftorts I have not been 
able to determine the centre. It may be that the middle portions of the 
briok-work have already been out away, and that the only method now left 
of determining the nature of these remains is by means of extensive exeav&.
tions to the east and the south. 

PATNA CoLLHB, 
2'Ac 16tA NOHm1wr 1899. 

o. R. WILSON. 
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A.PPENDIX VID. 

IDENTITY OF UPAGUPTA, THE HIGH PRIEST OF ASOKA. 
WITH 'MOGALLIPUTTA TISSO.'l. 

: 

1M a former artiole on Upagupta 8S the High-priest of .AI.oE.A,· , 
~d that this celebrated monk, who is frequentl.r mentioned'in the 

·t, Ohinese and Tibetari accounts of Buddhi8in in India, was probably 
identical with Moggaliputta Tine, the priest of Asoka aooording to the 
Oeylonese Pili tmdition, whioh latter however knows not the name of 
UpapptB, just as Moggaliputta Tisso is unknown to the former. 

Further examination oomirms this view of their identity. Indeed, the 
fragmentary aooounts of these two individuals, as preserved in the leading 
Sariskrit and Oeylon texts on Asou, namely, tho Sanskritio Arok4fJflilcJtUJ 
and:the Pili M'ahcJf1am.a, display suoh a close agreement in their desoriptioDl, 
and espeoia11y in respeot to tne detailed ciroumstanoes of the visit of these 
monb to AsoKA, as to leave little doubt that they refer to one and the same 
person. This agreement i. all the more remarbble, 88 these two books are 
OOJ18idered to be derived from entirely independent sources. The ArokcJf1aa41UJ 
appears to have existed in India before 317-420 A.D., when a translation ~ 
frOm it seems to have been made into Ohinese.' The portion of the KahI- I 
Vamaa in question is believed to date from about tli.e middle of the 6th 
century A.D.' 

To exhibit this agreement; I here arrange extraota from these two 
respective books in parallel oolumns:-

A.80Jt'IV4D'IJU . .' 

B. " lU:1IU/l to BfMli,b. 
II The gloriouB U pagupta • • • the chief 

amoagst the iDterpreterB of the L&w, and 
ayeritable Buddli.&, without tAe estemal 
~B ••. he will fill the r.Ol, of a 
Buddha," po 887 •. 

Hilorigitt. 
Upagupwal the BOD. of a seller of 

petiime m Be1lllol'81, p. 886.' 

MulIV.A.KSA..' 

.. The illummator of the Religion of the 
Jma (Buddha), the Thero, IOn of 
Moggali • • • who has heard his eloquence 
without couideriDg it the eloquence of 
the supreme Buddha. himself," pp. 88 and 
71. 

Moggaliputfa TiBIO was ill his former 
existence seller of honey in BeJJareB, 
p.I6.' 

1 Bepwtluoed with addition from the 1'roIIfItl.",. of the Asiatio Society (Bengal), JllDe 1899. 
I J .d. 8. B.A Vol. LXVI, pt. I ... 18~1}.pp •. 76 It~. 
• Bunyiu N&DJ10'. CtJI4legw ffl ~-2W~. p. 800, No. J8«. But the TIlmon quoted 

in thll riola is from the DiT,AvadiDa .. traDaJ8ted by .Burnouf in hia IlttPoIIvctioa II l'ANtoric cI • 
.BwUlt.UtM IftIl..... _ 

4 Tlll"IIoll1"s MaA4Hm., p. UK. )(u: Milller's &.crt4 Bookl ~ tAc &11 X. p. IS. 
I The exb'aDta are taklll1 from the IIIICODd edition of BlU'llouf'. IDdian B;;ddhllm a1ready quoted • 
• The extraota are from Tumour'. tranalatiOD. 
f Viift my riole, J. A. 8. B., P. 78. 
:I IIr. Tumour identate. this TiIlO.8 Atoka'. youog ·b:rotall' DlIVINADnO TI880 apparently for 

the taaIOD that the name ill mlll1tioneci in jaa:taJlOlitioD with AVOka and hU wife, bot it foUowa the 
nama of the othll' 81'88t monk of PI~putra • Nigrodho,' and the tut of the MahITllilaa hen ia 
aridentq T.8l'1·inlOJnd IIDd.oorrapt. 
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Bi, ortlitt"nOfS •. 
,UJMlPpta was GODTerted by Yaqa.s or 

Y88hb (a pupil of 'Sonaka)l whet was for 
a :tim.e Ithi great §tbavira at the Jruk
kUtirima monastery at PipJiputra, pp. 
836.881. 

Bi, f.'!cocit~. 
'He attained ArAatlAip of an exoep

tioullJ high or.der 'wit.biJi three years Of 
entering the Buddhilt o.,a., b800mini 
"like the JUJl ~ the light of mow" 
ledp over the ruined uaivorse." p. 889. 

Hu MwwiI8t/6. 
He sojourned "in oompusion for the 

, wMid" (p. 188) "on tAe mou.ntain Uru
mul,l~" beyond Mathuri (towards the 
source of Jumna and GADges riven),' the 
tnt of all IJ]JOUI laYourable for I¥lentai 
1lItlm ... • p .... 

BpocA of Ai, Me to AIO}". 
This event it placed after 4ao.ka's con

"el'llioD, p. 889. 
Oirtlfl4llltaeu fffId". tl/ltel imlUed. 

"The Xing Asoka }l!OO8eded to the 
Xukkuta mODAstery at (Pi\lliputra) and. 
there taldng the place of honour, said with 
hands joined in respeot: 'Is there any 
other persoD, &0., &0. p' Then Ya9&s the 
Sthavim of the assembly replied thus: 
'Yes, 0 ~t Xing I there esists one ••• 
the son of Gu1»ta • • • U pagu1»ta ... • p. 886. 

16tl. r.f ~.A.,o}a aU,,., tli, OD 

~ ~ AU _i." "nil HI&tU CI rimpl' 
-~ •. 

"The king having been informed con-
voked a orowd of his ~s ADd aa.i.d 
• • • 'I wUhn,.aelf go to II8e the Sthavim • 
• • • But the ministel'l ~plied, 'Sir J it is 
(.onl,.~ to tend. messenger ••• 
1M 1Iage . • • will oeriaiJlly oome him. 
le1£:" p ••• 

AlOi" arrMlp' CI Boa' 1fJrfIk, 'to 6ri2l" tA, 
J(~.' ~ . 

.. Asoka, thiUiJlc that tb 8th.vim 
Upagu}lta will 00J)Ul b!" IWAter, eatablished 
bOatS all the Wl7 -betwellll Matburi ADd 
PipJiputra," p. 888.. 

:Moaalipatia TiJao was tauPt by a 
'PUPil oTSoD&b (a ,llpil of. • Dl8ako') "ho 
was the gl'IeAt Th8ro (Sthan .. ) at tJae 
XukkutirImA IIlGDallteJ'J of I»i~uka. 
,po as aDd .80, 

"ThiJ 81l~J'l/&tiTe17-sifted person 
llaving atta.iDed that qUalifioaiioD in • 
short time arJived at the II8llOtiior.tiop. of 
Sotipatii • • • and ultimately he wu "le
nted to. TUl'O ••• &JJ.d beoame as Qele
brated III the IIln and mGOD,·· p. 82. 

"He sojOU1'll8d for sev .. years in soli
tude in pious meditation at the 'Aho
ganga'. mountain (beyond the Gange.) 
towards the IOUre8 of til. riVfIIl." p. 88; 

TIUa _eM II plaoed after 4sob'. COIl

ftnion, pPo -. U. 86. 

"The great k!ng J)hammisoko ••• re· 
p;iriDg to the chief (:Bnddhilt) temple (of 
Pi1di~plltra)' • • .elU)uir.ed of the priest. 
hoo(}......:' Is there 01' is there not ADJ' 
lInelt of BUftloi.ent authority who aUenat. 
iDJ my 40nbtl can restore me the "om· 
forts of ReligionP' The lJriesthoed re
plied to the BGTenip: • 0 wurior ~ r 
the T1ero TWo. iN 808 of Moggali, 11 
moh • per8GD,' ,II p. 400. 

I.e On that very day m orlft bt tile 
Thera JPight be brought 011 hil inritatioD 
the C.A.soka) de&pateUd foUl' ~l'U ea.oh 
Mtnded by ope tJao11llUUlpriuts. &0. 
• • ." But the llliat refu.~. to eGme .... d 
110 again "heD d~We the B1lD1'ber are 
leat. then "The kiDg enquired • what oaB 
the _1118 be Chat the 'Therct doe not 
oom .. ••• The' prielta iDformed Irlm 
thus:--' ~ou lJlODlb'Oh! on "B4ing 
him this message: 'Lord I vouohaie to 
ell:tend thy aid to restore me to the faith 
-the Thero will come.' " p. 40. 

"He CABOka) th1l1 instructed: 'The 
Thero (8tharim) on account of his great 
age will not be dispoaed to1'nount a oon
veyance. do 7e therefore trans~rt the 
Tliero in a vessel by the river." p.40. 
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AC~III"c" ~ Irwi'afion. 
'Then 'Upagupta to moW' his beDeT. 

o1enoe to king Asoka embarking • • • arriTed 
at the town of Pi~putra," p. 888. 
.4.601" a"tlnc,. to "."", Aitn. 

" The king advanced to meet the 8th&
Tira Upagupta," po 889. 

.460lta Aimlelf carrtu 1M 8ag" a.ioH. 
"(Asoka) descen<'liDf from hia elephant, 

-he walked across the nver·bmk and fixing 
ODe foot on the bank, h~~ed the other 
on board the boat· and . in his arms 
the 8thavira Upagupta he transported him 
to the ground," po 389. 

CortdfICI • .. 1o 1M p"z.c .. 
"The king haviIlg then introduced in 

great pomp the Bthavira Upagupta into 
his royalaliode," p. MO • 

. Jt..HlLH(P) Ai. limb • • fUi Hal. A",,-
"He (Asoka) took him betwen his 

anna and seated him on the seat which he 
had fixed. The body of the 8thavira 
Upagupta was refiDea and 10ft, soft aa 
coltOn wool. The kina pIlrceiTiDg this 
said.-' Noble creature, thy limbs are 10ft 
as cotton, soft as the Bilk of Benarea, but I 
unfortUDate beillg, my limbs are rude and 
my body rough to the touch! ' •• p. 340. 

A60}" ".It. for " ."'dcle. 
At this meetiDg nODe are asked, as in 

the Mahivadlla, but they were afterwards 
asked in somewhat the same words, pp. 
861-3411. 

. 'I'MI ft. tM BotlAi.t,.,. at Gtlfa 'ogtllM,., 
"Then·the xq (Asola) equipped with 

an army of the four bodies o£ troops took 
JlBrimriea, flowen'and garlands and set out 
m company with' the Bthavira UJl&8Upta 
• • • the BthaTira U ~JIt& haVlDg led 
the kiDIr olose to the BOdhi-tree, extend· 
!ng his band Aid to him, 'Here, 0 pat 
king, the Bodhi·sattva, •• attained the 
state of the completely perfeot Buddha,' " 
p,84.6. 

. 
"He (Moggaliputto TiBSO) in the 'Verr 

SAlt of h~ the message rOle. They 
conveyed the Thero in a vessel," p. 4.0 • 

C'The kiDg went out to meet him," 
po 40. . 

"The moDll.rch (prooeediJur) till the 
water reached his knees, witJi the pro. 
foundelt respect o1l'ered the support of 
his right moulder to the disem 'barking 
Thero. The benevolent Thero (8tha'riraJ 
• • . IAlC8p~ the proferred right arm 
of the lI01'ereJgD, disem barked from the 
Teasel," p. '1. . 

., The king conduotiDg the Thero to the 
. pleasure·garden Batif1CltlrlluJntJ,'· p. '1. 

.. Bathin,r!his feet and anointing them 
(AlOka) caused him to be aeated," po 411. 

"The sovereign with the Tiew of trJiJur 
the superuatural power of the Thero -Aia 
to him: 'Lord, I am desirouS of witnesaiDg 
a miracle, • • • The Thero, manifested 
this miracle to him who' was there 
seated," p. '1 . 

I 

"The killg (A80ka)inquired(of) ••• the 
ohief priest, the Bon of Moggali • • • The 
lord of the land Ju,aring thiB reply ordered 
the road to the Bodhl-tre8 to be awept 
and perfectly deoorated and attended 07 
the four constituent hosti of hiB military 
array, and by the great body of the .Priest
hood. , ,repairea to the great Bodhi. 
tree whioh was decorated with eTery 
T&riety of oruament, laden with flowers 
of eTery hue. A body of a thousand 
priests with the ohief Thero (son' of 
Moggali) at their head and a body of 
thousand monarohs with this emperor 
(Asoka.) at their head haTiDg enolosed 
the BOTereign himself as well al the great 
Do.tree, with uplifted clasped Jianda 
sued ou the great Do.tree," p. 111. 

This extensive agreement in 80 many detsila, in these two aocounts 
whioh are drawn from widely diBerent 8OUlO8l, can sciaroely be accidental • 

. On the oontrar,., they seem to establish the identity of the two persons in 
queetion almOlt beyond clouht. 
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APPENDIX IX. 

DR~ T. BLOCH'S TRANSLATION OF THE INSCRIPTION IN JAIN 
TEMPLE AT (KAMALDAH) PlTALIPUTRA • . 

T.,. 
m "~8~ ~ Ift11fit( 1Ifi{ .... ~~ .q'.~1A:~ 

." •• 4W~,.=a.. .' .... 1C4.r .. ItSl"~1 •• (.fiu' ••• "lid ~i.dq.'I

.." ri:~ .U •• cc.,ei\ SlftlfCtf 4iI •• «M'tf1 I 

Tranala'iOff. 
IN the year 1848, on the 5th day of the bright haU of Mlr~iru, a 

Konday,' the beginning of the building of. the temple of the illustriuus 
81AlJlabAadra.,,'mi-j1 W8I made by the whole congregation liviug at Pdfjall
pura;' it was consecrated by the Sari, the illustrious Gul'fHJand-ji of the 
TGpiJlacclul (the BOn of) 8rdl~ LotI'" (1)),6 together with all the Suris. 

I Read '5lI'I~ 

I Read ~ 
• The date fa 1rreIruJar. AaeamiDg that _ ... ,.. • Monday' hal been wroDgly put for _~ • 

..... 'Wednellday,' the correapondiJIg Euro~ date would be, Wedne.daYJ . 17th November, 1791 
A.D. But the year may alao be wroug, and intended either for 1849 or 11147, in which _ the 
EuroDean equbalenta wOuld be either Monda,.. 4th December 1792, or Monday, 8th December 17 .. 
... I Prof_r Rhya DaYid8 read, the tbird letter .. t maIrinIr the word l'lffali,.,.. 

• I am ftJ'1 unoertaiJl .. to the IIIIaIIiDc of thaae four 1J11a"bl •• -T. B. 

:0. S. Pr ••• -6817J-SOO-IJ.8.1908-W. M. D'O. 
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