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UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE.

I pmsiez to lay before my fellow-citisens in the
following pages some reasons why the suffrage should
be qualified and not unqualified and universal. On
men who are merely partisans, I know well that all
reasoning is wasted.

“The retail politician’s anxious thought

Deems this side always right, and that stark naught;
He foams with censure; with applause be raves;
A dupe to ramors, and a tool of kaaves ;

He'll want no type his weakness to proclaim,
‘While such a thing as foolscap has a name.”*

Upon men of this character I can hope to make
no impreesion. But I address myself to that large
class of moderate and intelligent thinkers who hold
their allegiance to any party very lightly, and who
are always ready, by throwing their weight from one
side to the other, to prevent the legislation of the
oountry from running into foolish and fanatical
extremes. .

While the mere partisan is always fearful of bear-

® Frem “Paper—A Osaversetional Pleassatry” —generally
sitributed to Fraaklia, but ales eredited to Hophinsen.
(3)
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4 UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE.

ing both sides of a question, he whose desire is above
all to attain the truth, never feels certain of his
opinions until he has heard, and fairly weighed, sll
that can be eaid in opposition to them. As that
independent and profound thinker, John Stuart
Mill, eays: *“No wise man ever acquired his wisdom
in sny mode but this; nor is it in the nature of the
bumaa intellect to become wise in any other man-
ner.” And as the present writer has read, and, as far
a8 possible, impartially considered everything that he
oould find in opposition to his own iews relative to
the suffrage, he feels that he has some “right to
think his judgment better than that of sany person
or sy mnltlndo who Aave not gons through a sims-
lar process.”

In oonsidering tbo srguments principally relied
upon by those who are in favor of making the suf-
frage universal, they will be found to be generally
connected with the supposition that the right to vote
is o natural right. Even when this ides is not ex-
pressly oontended for, the arguments used often

" derive all their vitality from this root. It will be

4
.

necessary, therefore, to consider this question of
matural right, which lies at the very foundation of
00 much of the argument.

“Governments derive their Just Powers from the
Oensent of the Governed.”

In the first place it is said, borrowing the language

' dthmdlndopndom,thum

-
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ments *“derive their just powers from the consent
of the governed ;" and, ther¢fore, every person—as

_some urge, even without regard to sex—has a right

to vote.

The logic of this is not very accurate. Let me
illustrate. We have s government in this country.
The great mass of the people, men, women, and’,
children, ¢ consent’ to this government. Not only
do they *“consent” to it for themselves in these
Northern States, but they have such s high opinion
of it that they have just gone through a long and
bloody war to force some millions of others to ‘con-
sent” to it likewise. Certainly, therefore, we may
sssume it to be a fact that all of us “consent” to
this government; all the North of their own free will,
the greater portion of the South because they have
been thrashed into consenting. Now, under this
government, only & few negroes, and no women or
children, have been allowed to vote. Does not this
prove, by the very nearest illustration possible, that
o people may “consent” to & government, which gov-
ernment does not allow them to vote? And if their
“oconsent” be the proper basis from which the just
powers of the government are derived, any govern-
meat to which they “ consent” is a rightful govern-
ment, without regard to its peculiar character, or as
to whether it is even republican at all? Why, the
present government of Franoe, sanctioned by a very
large majority of the people of France, snd which
undoubtedly exists with the ‘“ consent’ of the greater
portion of the governed, is an almost absolute mon-

1*
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6 UNIVERSAL BUFFRAGE.

archy.* To attempt to deduce, therefore, the right
. of every man, and more, every woman, to vote, from
! the gemeral phrase made use of in the Declaration
of Independence, is simply absurd. Our fathers
laid down this principle as a proper basis for a certain
contemplated action,—the throwing off of a foreign
and tyrsonioal rule. They did not “ consent” to be
any longer the oolonies of Great Britain. The prin-
ciple in question would have been just as appropriate
if they had designed setting up a limited monarchy
of their own. They simply asserted in their famous
Declaration that the rule of England had become
despotic, and such as Englishmen at home were not
expected to submit to, and therefore maintained their
right to rebel, and to institute a new government,
“laying its foundations om sxch principles, and or-
ganising its powers in such forms as to them seemed
moot likely to effect their safety and Aappiness.”
Governments “derive their just powers from the
oonsent of the governed.” Undoubtedly this is &
truth; or, more properly, one view of the truth as
it pertains to government. Baut it is not the only
aspect of the truth, the only true principle in the
world. If it were, by what authority do you compel
the Southern people to remain in the Union? Sup-
posing they should take s vote in their different

 And be i remembored that whea the Republicans of Frases,
in their last revelntion, proslaimed usiversal suffrage, they
cimply veared the ladder by whish Leuis Napolesa meunted
first (o the plala platform of the Presidenay, sad from thenee
o the gergesus purple of an imperial threne.

T
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States—allowing all to vote, men, women, and chil-
dren, whites, blacks, and mulattoes—and that a ma-
jority in certain States, or in sll, should not * ocon-
sent” to remain in the Union, will you let them
pesoeably withdraw? If you will not, you acknowl-
edge either that you are false to your own principle,
or that there are other principles and considerations
even more important than the *consent” of the
governed.

Let us consider this principle from another point
of view, and in oconnoction with another principle
aleo often referred to, that “ taxation without repres-
entation is tyranny.” And I may ask, in passing,
do you believe this principle also as applied to South-
ern white men? If it is the only true principle in
the world, and there is nothing more important to
limit it, you are violating your principle every day
that you keep the representatives of the Southern
States out of Congress.

Governments “derive their just powers from the
oonsent of the governed ;" but does that mean what
the Declaration of Independence does not say, tbe
oconsent of the majority of the governed? Have °
the minority no rights? And does their mere voting
neoessarily imply “consent?”" If I am in the mi-
nority, and vote persistently for years sgainst & cer-
tain set of men and measures, which I think are
ruining the oountry, am I showing my * consent”
by voting against them? And are the men who
obtain office in spite of my vote and esrnest opposi-
tion, and whom I may despise and dotest, in any
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fair sense, in any other than a mere technical sense,
my representatives !

Let us consider agsin s fow facts in illustration.
A very large proportion of the people of these North-

ern States were originally opposed to the war against
the South. If they could have obtained the power,

they would have made peace at almost any moment.
And yet this large minority were for four years
beavily taxed, and were drafted, and thus compelled
to fight by themselves or a substitute, in a cause
which they disapproved. I am not arguing against
the right of the Administration and of Congrees to

force them to do this, I am only asking how much .

“consent "’ that minority gave to these things, and
bow far they were represented in the government
which they were taxed, and made to fight in person
or by proxy, to maintain? *

For my part, I am very free to say that the
women, and children, and negroes who sided with
the Republican party—and who did no voting at all
—were, in every high sense of the words, consenting
to, and represented in, the government, to s greater
extent than that large body of Democratic voters to
which I bave alluded. Now, if taxation without rep-
resentation be tyranny, what was the coadition of
these bundreds of thousands of meu who were not
oaly heavily taxed but subjected to s stringent oon-
scription, and so wniformly outvoted in their different
distriots that the course of the government steadily
misrepreseated their warmest feelings and convie-
tions !

UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE. 9

. Why do I bring forward these cases? To con- .
demn the course of the government and of the Re-
publican party? Not at all. But to show the dan-
ger of adopting thode few general principles which -
are at present in every ‘ radical’s " mouth, as the
basis of important political action, and as if they
were the whole of the truth appertaining to the sub-
jeot. .

Times of great national excitement are also gen-
erally times of great fansticism. Important truths,
that have been overlooked or undervalued, being
brought by earnest minds into just prominence, work
out great changes in states and kingdoms. But it is
seldom that the devotees of any such long-neglected:
truth, either in politics or religion, will pause in their
advocacy of its claims at the proper period. They
do not peroeive that their special truth is not all
the truth—that their cherished principle, for which
they have done and suffered so much, is merely one
flashing side as it were of & great and many-sided
crystal. And, not perceiving this, they rush into
fanaticism, which is simply the attempt to live by
one true principle or aspect of truth, in utter disre-
gard of the claims of other great principles which
are equally true. Examine ocarefully, and you will
find that the exclusive devotion to some one principle,
which is true in itself, in its proper and harmonious
degree, is the very essence of nearly all political and
religious fanaticism.

And it is ocurious how, in this “carrying out,” as
itis termed, of individual principles, to the neglect of
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all others, you are very spt to end at the very oppo-
site point to that from which you started. The rev-
olutionists of Franoe began with demanding justioe
and liberty; they ended in the bloodiest injustice
snd tyranny. Robespierre personified the revolution
when, beginning with such ultra peace notions that
he opposed the punishment of death for murder, he
ended by insugurating in France the Reign of
Terror. And thus in England, the Puritans, begin-
ning by asserting for themselves the right to worship
socording to their consciences, ended by proscribing
in religion all forms of worship but their own, and
ut.blidnng in politics the dictatorship of Cromwell,
in utter defiance of the will of the great majority
of the nation.

Let us not imitate theso errors of the past. Let
the sober and conservative portion of this people ar-
ray themselves like s barrier of iron against the wild
and visionary fanaticism of the hour. Let us say
to these well-meaning but insane dreamers, men and
women: yos, ladies and gentlemen, what you say
is trwe; but it is wot the whole truth. “There are
mere things in heaven and earth than are dreamt of

in your philosophy.”

- The Nataral Right to Vote.
Let us consider this alleged natural right to vote
from amother point of view. What is voting? We
: have o common phrase in this country,—*the ma-
Jjority should rule.” Yes, the voting of the majority

UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE. 11

is ruling, governing. Those voters who make up the
constitutional majority, sre the true rulers of the |
country. Legislators, presidents, judges, are but
their representatives, their hands. To vote, there-
foro, so far as the majority of voters are oconoerned,

is to rule, to govern.

But to govern whom? TRAemselves? The phrm
is current, that “every people have a right to govern
themselves.”” But what is the fact, the truth? The
constitutional majority of voters in this country—
not always the absolute majority—have the right
given them not only to govern themselves, but to
govern the minority also. That minority may thus
be governed in the very way they do not wish to be
governed, made to do the very things they especially
dislike doing. Made to contribute of their money
and lives to steal foreign territory, or wage wars
the most unjust and unholy.

Now I maintain that if there be any pataral right
to govern, it can be founded upon nothing else than
the natural ability to govern wisely and well.

If the only governing that the majority of the .
voting class could poesibly be called upon to do, was
the governing of themselves, men might argue with
more foroe that voting was a natural right, based
upon the mere fact, I will not say of manhood, but
of being crested in the form of man. But all parts
of society are so bound together that to vote may
not only be to govern yourself, but me. Now to
claim the right to do this you must manifest some
ocapacity to doit. “The tools te the hands that can
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use them,” has been called & great Democratic doo-
trine. Be it Democratic or not, it is common reason
and common sense.

To you who claim to have a nataral right to gov-
ern, I oppose my natural right to be well governed.
If you cannot govern the country well and wisely,
Jou have no nataral right to govern it, but only a
constitutional one. For this is & case in which it is
impossible that all parties should exercise their right
of free sgency, their nataral individual liberty. The
minority would never have any right of resistance
and revolution, were it not that it is always implied
that the ruling majority shall rule them fairly, and
wisely, and well. If they do otherwise to an un-
bearable extent, the minority may rebel rightfally
against & majority, however large, if they have reas-
onable hopes of success—and an impartial world,
standing around s witnesses, and more, impartial
bistory, will justify them, whether they sucoeed, or
whetber they utterly fail.

Yes, men may have s natural right as men, with-
out regard to the measure of their ability, to be well
snd fairly governed—a natural right to life and lib-
erty, and to pursue their own bappinees, meddling
not with other people’s, in what wise or foolish paths
they plesse—bat & natural right, based upon s mere
imperfectly developed manhood, to govern, that seems
to me an abeurdity which only needs to be fairly stated
to be overthrown.

Let ws look at this claim of s nataral right to voto
ead to govern in & wider illastration. Of course, if

0

{u
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it be a natural right, it appertains to all men—to .-
Chinese and Hindoos, and other Asiatics, as well as
to negroes; to Heathen and Mohammedans as well
as to Christians. Now, if the majority have the nat-

- ural right to govern, it involves the corresponding

duty of the minority to obey. And this is not only
just as true, but even truer on a large scale than on
s small. In the view of philosophic ‘ Radicals,” the
claims of man as man, vastly transoend his claims as
s White man, an American, s Protestant, or & Chris-
tisn. State lines, and national and mental and reli-
gious differences, are as nothing compared with the
paramount claim of man as man.

Who then have the nataral right to rule this globe,
and who owe to them the natural duty of obedience?
The population of the world may be estimated some-
what as follows :

PogARS.....u.eeeirectiecemrnerernes canesemssnnes 780,000,000
Mohammedans .................. - 120,000,000
Groek aad Romaa Catholics................. 230,000,000
Protostants ...cceceeeerenecnnnecnnnnene vor soveen 80,000,000
Nothingarians ............cuueeeee cveveee cunee 10,000,000

b (T RN ~1,220,000,000

Now have 780,000,000 of Pagans the natural
right to govern this world? Would-it be the natural
duty of the comparatively small minority of Protest-
ants to submit to such government? Would resist-
ance on their part be treason to humaaity, and an
act of the grestest insolence and folly in presuming

: |
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. to set up their judgment in opposition to that of the
great mass of mankind?

You may say that the principle does not apply to
the world at large, but only to the separate nations.
But if you base the right of a majority to rulo—not
on s mere conventional agreement, subject to what
modifications may be found to be necessary—but on
the broad basis of natural right, it evidently does
" apply to all men on the face of the carth. Not
only this, but a majority of the whole race evidently
is the highest earthly authority in the world. And
it is a fair argument, and not sophistry, as some will
probably contend, to show the absurdity of this idea
of natural right by extending it to the vast hordes of
ignorant negroes and Asiatics beyond, as well as to

those within our gatcs. We are not bound, if we sce

fit to allow negroes, Chinese, and ignorant Europeans
to flock to this country by millions, to give them the

power to rule us after they get here, any more than.

we are bound to obey their edicts for the government
of this world, because they happen to outnumber us
on the globe.

Repablies have their demagogues, as absolute mon-
archies have their courtiers. The latter contend
that their sovereign reigns by Divine Right; the for-
mer declare that-their sovereigu, the majority of the
people, reigns by a Divine Natural Right also. How-
ever incapable or inefficient the king may be, the
courtier declares ‘“he caa do no wrong,” and should
be implicitly obsyed—and the demagogue makes the

UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE. 16

same claim for the majority of the people. One is
just as honest and sensible as the other.

The Protection of Individual and Class Interests.

Having thus disposed, as I think, of the argu-
ment of natural right, let us consider various other
arguments which have been brought forward in sup-
port of universal suffrage.

It is argued that every man should have the right
to vote in order to protect his own interests. But
I hope you have already seen that there is something
deeper in the question than this. The protection of
one, as he considers it, may involve the destruction
of another—may really involve his own destruction
also. An ignorant man, inflated by praise and self-
complacency, may think he can steer your ship as

" well as the old helmsman. If he cannot, not only

he may he the victim, but you also. If you give the
elective franchise to large classes of ignorant men, .
it may often result, not in their sharing with you
the management of affairs, but in their taking the'
manegement into their own hands altogether. The
practical question therefore often becomes, which of
the two classes can be moet safely trusted with the
general protection—the intelligent, or the iguorsnt?
For the last fifty years we have been trying the
experiment of extending the suffrage in this country;
and during all that time, the character of our public
men has been steadily doteriorating, and the corrup-
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tion steadily increasing in our legislative halls. Is
there no connection between these facts?
You have some pure water in a pitcher. You pour

out a glassful, and say that is good water. You’

throw in a spoonful of dirt, stir it up briskly, and pour
out a second tumbler. Wonderful, is it not? this
second tumbler is not quite 8o clear and pure as the
first. You go on putting in the dirt—the most of
it perbaps imported expressly from foreign countries,
and every glass you pour out comes more and more
turbid. What can have produced the change, wise
editors ask. It is something miraculous, doubtless.

The fact is often worse than the illustration. The
tumbler of water, poured from the top, will represent
something better than the correct aversge of the
water in the pitcher—but in your constituencies, re-
member, it is not the average of the whole, but only
that of the masjority which is represented—and that
majority is often composed of all the meaner and
more ignorant elements in the district.

Ignorance, even honest ignorance is, in the practi-
cal workings of politics, but little if any better than
dishonesty snd vice. The ignorant man, in nine
cases out of ten, beoomes the tool of some unprinci-
pled demagogue. I am rather inclined to think that
the knave is often the less dangerous man of the
two,—for he will have at least sufficient sense to pre-
veat him from plunging, and making you plunge
with him, over some precipice, where nothing is to
be gained, and everything endangered —s thing
which yoer bonest, well-meaning fool, with some

UNIVERSAL SUYFRAGE. 17

fanatical political or religious ides bussing in his
head, is as apt to do as not.

Of one thing I think we may all by this time
be reasonably certain, that the representatives of the
people will, as a general thing, represent the general
average of the intelligence and virtue of those who
vote for and elect them. I suppose that Fernando
Wood snd Jobn Morrissey do fairly and correctly

-represent the moral and intellectual status of those

who voted for them. And I infer from this that the
only effectual way to improve the standard of our
representatives, is to improve the standard of con-
stituencies. How to do this is a difficult question;
but it may be & question on which the long continu-
ance of our republican institutions depends. One
thing, however, is certain—it is not to be done by put-
ting additional spoonfuls, and even black shovelfuls,
of ignorant dirt into the electoral pitcher. We have
got already just abeut as much of that as we can
manage, and the question should be how to purify,
not how farther to pollute.

The.Suffrage as aa Rdueator.

But it is said that our system of common schools
will finally bring all things right, and that the prac-
tioe of voting is itself an educator. I bope and trust
the common schools will do mech—tbough New York
Qity is a pretty good proof that you may have both
exoellent common schools and the practice of voting
in full blast for years, without producing any peroep-

b 14
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18 UNIVERSAL S8UFFRAGE.

tible effect for the better. If New York City is
governed any better than it was twenty years ago,
its more intelligent citisens generally are entirely
unaware of the fact.

And this case of New York City shows clearly
how, in running the suffrage idea *‘into the ground,”

you overthrow the very principle of self-government -

itself. For the majority of voters in that city being -
. too ignorant or vicipus to govern it wisely, the power.
, is being gradually taken out of their hands. The
police department is already in the charge of com-

missioners appointed by the Governor, and the State
Legislatare is now considering the policy of estab-
lishing commissions to build the markets, to manage
the schools, and even to open the streets and to take
charge of their piers and wharves for them. And
thus the right of local self-government, through an
unwise extension of the franchise, is passing out of
the hands of the people of that great city,—the
property holders preferring the leeser of two evils.
Thus, in pushing the idcs of liberty to a foolish ex-
treme, you lose the amount of liberty which is pos-
sible. You grasp at a mere empty shadow, and lose
the substance. You make men your rulers who have
mot the capacity to rule, and then gladly welcome
any wsurper who will thrust aside Councilman Log
snd Alderman Stork, and mansge matters with at
lJeast s decent approach to houesty and common
sonse.®

I do mot deny that voting may sometimes act of

* Bes “Now York Oliy,” In Appendiz.

UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE. 19

itself as an educator in s oertain degree. It may
improve some men, I grant; but it may ocorrupt
others. In certain districts of England, for instance,
it is the custom of a large proportion of the voters
to vote for the candidate who will pay the highest.
Thus in the borough of Lancaster, which includes s
oountry distriot, it has been ascertained by a Par-
liamentary commission, that out of & total number
of 1419 voters, 717, or rather more than s majority,
reocived bribes at a recent election. A correspond-
ent of the New York Tribune, not long since, wrote
as follows of the negroes of Jamaica:

“The elcctive franchise represents to the ignoraat blacks
two shilliogs and as much ram as they choose to drink on
eloction day, at the expense of the candidates. The most
worthy snd intelligeat blacks I have met seldom or never
wse their right to vote, not thinking it worth the cost of the
register tax. [/ a candidate has 50 much need of thesr voles
as Lo pay the expenses of bringing them (o the polls, the longest
purse would de surs of a majority.”*

I do not doubt that bribes of various kinds, from
glasses of bad liquor to money and small political

appointments and other advantages, are made to
influence largo numbers of voters in the United

# It is very netiocable that the whites of Jamaica have re-
oontly preoured the sbolition of the principle of self-govern-
meat in that islaad; preferring to be governed by & Counmeil
sppeiated by the Crewa, rather thas by the reprossatatives of
o horde of ignerant negrees. Thus the extension of the suffirage

- to the negrees of Jamaies hes naturally lod to the abelitien of

popular goverament in that islasd.
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States. Now, in all such cases, the possession of '
. the vote tends to the corruption and debasement of

the men. He becomes less fit to be a voter, more
fit to be the mere tool of unscrupulous demagogues
from year to year. His vote not only curses the
oountry and his fellow-citisens, but aids in demoralis-
ing himself.

But, granting that the possession of the vote may
sometimes work the other way, and aid in the intel-
lectual improvement of a very ignorant man, this is
not oonclusive of the question even in his case. If
You give your gold watch to & person who knows
nothing about watches, to mend, he cannot even try
to do it without learning something. The veriest bar-
barian, who bas never seen a watch before in his life,
would at least find out there was not s little insect
inside which did the ticking. But would it not be
rather a costly mode of educating sn ignorant man
to let him run the risk of spoiling your gold watch
for you? And what is the value of a gold watch to
that of this great American Republic? We, who will
not allow & man who knows nothing about watches
to tamper with our silver and gold time-keepers,
altbough he may educate himself a little in so doing,
shall we intrust to the management of & horde of
ignorant foreiguers or megroes this glorious frame
and model of comstitational freedom, this great Re-
publican time-keeper of the world ?

8bould the work of government, with its infinite
aad complicated interests, its constant danger of
deing 400 much, its often daager of doing too little—

i
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a work demanding the wisest heads, the most evenly
balanced judgments, the lessons of the past, the best
oulture of the present, be thrown open to the ap-
prentice hands of uneducated foreigners, and tho
utterly unskilled hands of ignorant negroes, just
released from centuries of bondage? And isit hoped
that Providence will take care of us and ward off
the natural consequences of our folly, because we
have done it all out of philanthropy and unselfish-
nees, and with the best intentions? These are the
kind of good intentions that the hell of nations is
paved with. The stern fates that rule in this world
never pardon folly because it is unselfish. You who
have the helm in your hands, and know you have the
ability to sail the ship, owe it to your country, and
your God, and the interests of the great cause of
republican freedom, not to intrust to presumptuous
ignorance a task that it has not the capacity to per-
form. Too far already have you walked on that
road which leads to lcgislative imbecility and corrup-
tion first, and thenoe to despotism. Be warned in
time, and go no further.

I have spoken of the demoralising influence which
the possession of the vote may exert upon ignorant,
and not very scrupulows, men. There is another
view even more important. You have an ignoraant
oconstituency in the first place, and, as an inevitable
result in the long run, a corrupt set of legislators.
What, now, is the next result? Continual examples
of corruption in high places, and & low standard of
political honesty. Now, this legislative example
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eon.tinmlly reacts upon the whole community, eda-
cating society downward into baser and baser habits
of thought and modes of action.*

If the most necessary measures of s private char-
acter, or of a mixed private and public character,
mn?t.bo passed through the legislature except by
th.o giving of bribes, men are at last induced to give
bribes who at first scorned the doing of such things.
And the better portion of the legislature learn grad-
ually to be less scrupulous as they see how their
baser brethren are prospering in their ill-gotten gains,
aad apparently losing nothing in the estimation or
the community. Until finally the practioe of taking
bribes co:m to b; jhn:tiﬁod and defended in common
conversation, as ve heard i
who should know better. * delended, by mon

Now this effect does not stop here. You cannot .

produce a lower state of political integri i

. wer state of grity, without
lﬂ.'octmg business integrity also. And the ,demoulo
ising effect upoa & nation of having corrupt rulers,
will necessarily permeate all the relations of life.

© *“The Rev. Heury Ward Deocher recensly said, in the
h pulpit
Mpuhp:o:ﬂnwdmcuyohxov‘hdm-m
meral barm to the people of New York thas all the churches
kg;:cdldpod."—?m *
r. Parten, in bis eaustic pamphlet, *“How New York Cit:
y
bﬂmd."lpuhufdkndthoh‘hhtnnoﬂ‘nhﬁ,
Mhmhbl’-d-uhmmpumm"ﬁpd
mrh:.hlnlnbodhu : :
L] same ssven men whe esmtrel the politios of the eit
wmwm«mwmmndmu:-
foreed by corrupt men from other eities, sontrel ene braseh of
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The Scripture says: ‘He that ruleth over men
should be just; ruling in the fear of God.” Good

the Legisiatare snd are powerful in the other. Sometimes the

city leaders cause themoelves to be elected to the Legislature;
but usually they select, from the olerks ia tho public offices,

their own creatures,—mindless, dependent men, whose oaly vir-
tue is & cur-like fidelity to their masters. No laaguage can

. everstate the hopeless incapacily of thess mea for the business

of legislation. They can oaly vote as they are ordered ; and if
you wish to buy their votes, you must arrasge the price, not
with them, but their owners in New York. To elect such men
te the Legislature, is only to transfer power from the Legisla-
ture to the lobby. There st Albsay we ses, withia the rails of
the Assembly, & crowd of poor, ignorant, irresponsible clerks;
and in the lobby we find mea representing Cornelius Vander-
bilt, the Central Railroad, the Erie Railread, tho Astor estate,
and many other men aad companies, controlling vast resources :
snd earrying great prestige. Moredver, thess agents are per-
sons of skill and audacity. Whea such a reversal of the nstural
order of things exists, and whea the members of the Legisiature
are paid by the State s less sum per day thaa their board cests,
what must be the result?”’
The veteraa New York politician, Thurlew Weed, also re-
eoatly gave in his evidenco in the Daily Times as follows:
«Pormerly the suspicion of corrupiion in & member would
have put him ‘into Coventry,’ while inewledge of sush an offense
would have insured the expulsion of the offender. Now ‘bribery
aad corruption’ prevail to an extent greater thaa existed in the
worst days of the Parlismest of Bugland, where, happily for
hgmmmmmwuu-uuhm.u
serruplion will undermrine the goverameat. No measurs, bow-
ever meritorious, escapes the sitention of ‘strikers.’ Vemal
members epealy sclicit sppoiniment on paying committess. Ia
the better days of legislation, when ne unlswful motive existed,
it was comsidered indelicate in & member Lo indicate to the
Speaker say preference about committess. The ovil bas beea
groving, cash yoar being werse Lhaa (he peecediag, uatil re-
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sense says: Choose the ablest, wisest, and best
smong you to be your legislators, ‘;onr exm:::
ofoero, your ?ndgu. Iguorance, and folly, and po-
hhca!. fanaticism come along and say: “A man is a
:.sn, ‘“‘one man is as good and wise as another,”
1t requires very little wisdom to govern s nntion"’
—and the result is that the nation is governed ’u
Jou may suppoce, things going from bad to worse,
until the Almighty mercifully sends along some
tl.nnde?m .of war to purify the elements, and
g:: this American peoplo one chance more to prove
thlo'y::ow how, as they phrase it, to “govern
Bat some will say, that unless all classes are al-

~ lowed to vote, the omitted classes will have no pro-

tection, and will be oppressed. I snswer th

the worst, it ia better that some should bo opprensed
be oppressed

than that the whole Republic, with its precioup?reight,

should go to the bottom. Perfection in government

form ls steraly domanded. Could (ke sacret hisiory

?&mhmﬂamwmm. I.v“,"'::““
owakened to & dagres Aerotofors unknown. In the Assembly

Ghing was struck ot.  Not coen & religions cherity found wory-

ible majority of upright members

B e et L e

o€ oa benest mimertign” doflense aad derisien of the offerts
uummm.umwdh-m.

vanis-—how bills
resd] :"r“"‘ by the husdred without even being
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is not possible, more than in anything else. Arrange
things as you will, you cannot avoid the danger of
oertain classes being oppressed. If your suffrago is
entirely unrestricted, thet class which happens to be
the most numerous will be apt to take care of itsclf,
whether in 8o doing it injurcs others or not. You

_ may give the mouse by law the same right to tread

on the elephant as the elephant bas to tread upon him,
but practically the mouse will be always in danger.
But if there be any virtue in intelligence and cul-
ture, there is less danger to be spprehended from the
rule of the intelligent than the rule of the ignorant.
The strongest protests in this country agsinst the
slavery of the negroes, for instance, the most power-
fal efforts for thoir liberation, always bave como
from the intelligence and not from the ignorsnce of
the country—and even more from the white aboli-
tionists than from the negroes, bond or free, them-
selves. If this were not 80, it would be an argument
sgainst education and culture. Why take any trouble

_ to educate men, if the ignovant are as wise and meg-

nanimous and just?
It is contended that the ruling classes are so self-

ish as to be unablo to give reasonable protection to
the megroes; snd yet they are asked in the same
.breuhtogindlolthm—vithontngﬂdwthoir
qualifications—the right to vote. They csanot be
trusted to give the negroes what they are fairly en-
titled to; and yet are supposed to be so foolishly
generous as to give them o position which they are
s
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not entitled to. But if we white men are so liberal

that it does not seem abeurd to ask us to give the
negroes a franchise to which as a whole they have no
reasonable claim, we cannot also be so selfish and
mean a8 to deny them that justioe and protection
which are their due. We have abolished slavery in
the whole country, North and South, although the
negroes had no votes—and this was a much more
difficult work than it will be to see that they have
Justios and fair play as freedmen.

Universal Negro Suffrage.
If the views which I have advanced be founded in

s fair degree upon sound reason, the queetion of ad-

mitting at onoce to the right of suffrage probably
800,000 ignorant negroes, a very small proportion of
whom can even read and write, becomes one of the
most momentous importance. In s queetion of so
vast a character, considerations of mere temporary
expediency, of mere party advantage, fall paralysed
to the ground. It is not & question that affects the
Bouthern states alone—though of course it is to
them of the most vital importance—but its decision
likewise will affect for good or evil every portion of
the Union. - ’

Joba Stuart Mill is perhaps the ableet champion
of the doctrine of Universal Suffirage—although even
be weuld aot grant every man a vote unless the more
intelligent olasses could have more tham ene vote
apisso—but he adds that no one but those in whom

|
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theory has silenced common sense, would maintain
that power over others, over the whole community,
should be given to persons who cannot read and
write, and perform the simpler problems of arith-
metic. But here we have & proposition to give the
suffrage to 800,000 men, a very small proportion of
whom would be eligible under even Mr. Mill's rule.

And we, the citisens of states which, having com-
paratively a very few colored people in their midst,
will not, as a general thing, allow those few to vote,
are considering whether we shall take advantage of
our having the power, to force on others by the
bushel, what we are scarcely willing ourselves to ac-
oept by the singlo grain.

But some will say, what matters it how we treat
rebels? Rebels have no rights that any Union man
is bound to respect. But they no longer occupy the
position of rebels. I grant that they are not in s
very good humor; but, curious as it may seem, a
tremendous thrashing seldom bhas the effect of mak-
ing men feel particularly happy and smisble. The
French, after Waterloo, were continually picking
quarrels with the English oficers in Paris. Cer-

. tainly, if defested men have not a natural right to

grumble and feel perverse, they always aot as if
these were among their natural rights.

And yet, after all, they are our own flesh and
blood. Men who have made one of the most splen-
did fights of which history bears record. True
chips, out a little orooked, of the grand old Caucs-
sisn block. Men whom it is an bonor to have con-
quered.
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We fought them because we thought it was better
for all of us that we should continue to live under
the same old roof, beneath the same old stars; and
still as brethren. But if we continuc to feel toward
them as toward enemies, how shall the old family
concord and harmony ever be restored? We have
duties toward the Southern whites as well as toward
the blacks—toward these men who are, in a differ-
ent sense from what the negroes are, our own flesh
and blood. A

How were these men led into rebellion? It is a
short story. From the very first there have been
two parties in this Union—those who held it was &
unioa of the pcople, and for all time; and those

“who held it was a union of States, and dissolvable,

like any other partnership, at the pleasure of its
individusl members. Of the leading men of the
Southern States, a large proportion have always
beld that, while they owed a gualified allegiance to
the United States, they owed their main and para-
mount allegiance to the particular State of which
they were citisens. While Northerners, in foreign
ocountries, always spoke of themselves as Amerioans,
these Southerners would say they were Virginians,
South Carolinians, Kentuckians, and so on. The
poet Whittier, in his splendid poem on Randolph of
Resacke, typified the whole class when be said:

“Toe hosest or too proud to feiga
A love be never cherished,

Beyead Virgisia’s borderline
Hie patristiom perished.

o
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‘While others hailed in distant skies

OQur eagle’s dusky pinion,
He only saw the mountain bird
Stoop o'er his old Dominion.”

Now you will understand how men, brought up in
this faith, like General Lee and others, when they
bad to choose between their allegiance to their na-
tive States and to the Union, obeyed what they
falsely conceived to be the call of duty. They held
that their oath to support the Constitution of the
United States was simply s qualified oath, binding
them no longer than their State remained in the
common partnership, to which State alone they owed
paramount allegiance. It is necessary that these
things should pe remembered, in order that you
should judge wisely and mercifully, and as you one
day hope to be judged by the Great Judge of all.

Now note one curious fact. We have had dis-
unionists here at the North—men who proclaimed
constantly that the Union was ‘‘a covenant with
death and an agreement with hell”—men who
would, if they oould, have carried the New England
Btates out of the Union at any moment. Men
whose ultrs and foolish notions I, as an avowed but
moderate abolitionist, always earnestly opposed.
And yet these would-have-been disunionists of the
North are the most uncharitable people we have now
toward their fellow-sinners of the South. I confess
it both amuses and saddens me to hear an old-school,
Garrison, ‘Weandell-Phillips abolititionist talk about
rebels baving no rights which loyal mea are bound

b 14
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to respect,—I all tho-time knowing what a rebel he
used to be at heart himeelf, and how he will be again
if everything is not done just in acoordance with his
peculiar views of what is best for the country.®

® For example, read the following editorial paragraphs from
the Anti-Slavery Standard, the official organ of the American
Asti-Slavery Society, of Fed. 23d laet:

“Th¢ mnot the principels and active supperiers of the rebellion
oould ressoncbly ask for was, that their nocks be saved from the Aal-
ter. Property they should be made to contribute, for their own
goed as for the general welfare of the nation, Lo repair ss far
as possible the injury occasioned by their murderous Ireason.
The hundreds of thousands of precious lives destroyed, it is, of
oourse, beyond their power to restore. Dut to conflacation, sad
te subordination in the political councils of the future, the na-
tion may and should demand their unqualified assent. To assist
ia again clothing them with power and the opportunity for mis-
ehief, without ample repeatance and reformation, is te trifle with
the wegro and the loyal whites, is eruelty and mot kindmess to
the redels themselves, and gratuitously to discourage national
growth and prosperity.

*The old Union we do not waat restored. It was aa infa-
mous bargain betweon aristecracy aad a pretended democrsoy,
Jor the dasiruction of which we are profoundly grateful. We de net
waat, and do nel mesn (o ecccpl, any recoastruction which does
mel secure political equality for all loyal peopls, with ample

. guarsatess, and due subordination of pro-slavery traitors. We

sdmounish the XLth Congress, ss we did its predecesser, that ite
very Sirst business in erder sheuld be the impeachment aad depe-
sliion of Andiew Jehnsen. It should net stulify itself by eom-
ssnting te receive a message from bim.”

Here is bister desuncistion of other men's disloyalty, mized
up with the vaunting avewal of the writer’s own disleyalty ia
times pest, and with o threat of future disloyally ia ease recen-
strection is et masaged sceerdiag (e his pesuliar ideas of what
is just and proper. This gentloman evideatly holds that nebedy
bas o right te rebel exoopt the *“saints,” and that be is ewe of
the ¢ sainte.”
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I am not in favor of giving up any of the fair
fruits of the war We fought the war, in the first
place, for the Constitution and the Union. We
have gained them, if we are wise enough not to
abuse our power and create a despotism. Wo fought
it in the second place, incidentally, for the abolition
of slavery. Wo have gained it. Slavery is abol-
ished. It is right, in the third place, that the Union
debt should be paid, and that the rebel debt should
not be paid, and this also should be in the Constitu-
tion. I also think it only fair and just that the
rebel lcaders should retire from active political life,
and not be exposed again to the corruptions of Wash-
ington City. It is a slight penalty to pay for such
s tremendous mistake. Let them retire gracefully,
and allow a new South to come upon the stage.

But it is urged that universal suffrage has become
s necessity, in order to build up a loyal party in the
Southern States. But will you really gain anything
by utterly disgusting the greater portion of the
white population of the South by such shameful in-
Jjustice, even if you succeed in obtaining a large
negro vote? The loyal party I wish to build up in
the South I wish composed of the intelligence of
the South, and of the energetic white population.
Of eourse, this will be the work of time; the passions

* and prejudices of men who are worthy of the name

are not to be changed in the twinkling of an eye, by
their defeat on the battle-field. But by being fair
and just woward them, and invoking the aid of time,
and of the new issues which time will bring, the pas-
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sions of the past will gradually die out, and a gen-
uine and substantial love for the Union take their
place.

For my own part, I do not believe that what-
ever Congress may in its folly enact, it will be pos-
sible really to give the exercise of the suffrage,
as & general and established thing, to the negroes,
n opposition to the will of the great majority of the
Southern white peopls. Of course, if the people
of the North had the matter so much at heart that
they would be willing to raise large armies, so that
detachments might be stationed in every Southern
district, I think the thing might work, so long as the
armies were kept there. But, judging by myeelf,
sud comparing the limited extent of my prejudice
against the colored race with that of the generality
of the Northern people, I do not believe that the
people of the North will allow large armies to be
raised for any such unfair and oppressive purpose.

I know that, in the Congressional election of last
sutamn, it was declared again and again and con-
tinually in my own district by the Republican
speakers, that the Constitutional Amendment was
the point at issue, and by that amendment the ques-
tion of megro suffrage was to be left to every State
to determine for iteelf. And I am just as certain
as I ever was of anything not proved to be a fact,
that if the Republican party bad not taken this
ground in the Middle and Western States, but had
committed iteelf to the radical plan of foreing uni-
versal negro suffrage upon the South, the result of
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the election would have by no means becn the over-
whelming Republican victory that it was.

You have given the negroes their freedom. I
say given it to them. Seldom, in the history of the
world, have four millions of people obtained their
liberty from s grievous bondage with so little effort
of their own, so little risk, so little sacrifice, so little
expenditure of bravery and of blood.

We bave given them their liberty, and they now
bhold their liberty because we will it so. Should we
take away our hand, the whole fabric of slavery
could be restored, if the Southern whites so willed,
without probably the loss of one hundred lives.

.There is a great deal of folly talked in relation to
the help afforded us by the negroes during the war.
That they did help us is true—why should they
not? it was in a large degree their own cause.
That many of the race did all that men could be
expected to do, I will not deny. And they have
already been more than paid for it. But what did
the great masses of the four millions of slaves do?
When nearly all of the able-bodied whites of the
South were on their frontier, did the behavior of the
negrocs neoesaitate the least crippling of the rebel
strength? The old men, and the boys, and the
women of the South kept that immense body of
slaves perfectly quiet. Not a telegraph wire was
cut—anot & railroad track broken—not a depot of
arms and army provisions fired—through the whole
ocourse of the war. I say not one, for I do not re-
member to have beard of any. If there were a few

mw
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cases in the interior, in which the noble and daring
example of Robert Smalls in Charleston harbor was
imitated, they were so few as not to lessen the fo
of this statement. :
Certainly the grester portion of this four millions
of slaves, of whom it is proposed to give some
800,000 the right to vote, have no elasm upon us.

. Bat if they had, we have settled that, and tenfold

more than all their race has done, by giving them
their freedom.

As to the blacks who were enlisted in the South-
ern (rebel) States, s large number of them were
enlisted as you would enlist the servioes of a horse
or of a mule. Colonel (afterward General) William
Birney went, for instance, into Maryland, and took

- them right out of their masters’ hands, with very

little asking either of themselves or their masters.
A United States officer would see a stout-looking
negro in one of the rebellious States. ‘Do you
not want to enlist?” would say the officer. ¢ Oh,
20, mases, I don’t want to fight on either side!”
“Pshaw! I know better than that—oome along with
me.” The negro, always socustomed to obeying s
white maa, sad especially a military officer, would

aot think of disobeying, and he would be marched -

off and sworn into the servioe, even while protesting
all the time, as much as he dared, that he did not
wish to be s soldier.

It is mot pleasant to have to state these facts.
I never would add needlessly to the prejudioce with
which aay unpopular race is regarded. But the
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frequent overstatements of certain radical gentle-
men, force these truths from me. My own opin-
ion of the courage and manliness of the negroes
of the South was not rsised by the war. I had
thoughbt that they would give their masters three-
fold, yes tenfold the trouble they did. I did not
think they would indulge in useless and indiscrimin-
ste massacre. But I did think, and abolitionists
generally thought, that they would refuse to work,
that they would demand their freedom, would run
off in largé numbers, would cut telegraph wires,
would destroy railroad tracks, and prove generally
80 intractable as seriously to impair the military
strength that the South ocould bring against us.
But, on the contrary, they were docile almost be-
youd all precedent in the history of the world. With
the exception of their not being fighters, the South
realised almost as much advantage from them as if
they had been devoted to the rebel cause. The
Southern whites, it was proved, knew them better
than wedid. And if the right of suffrage were given
to tl::d to-morrow, I for one should not be at all
surprised to see the ority of them voti
thotit:kotoﬂh.ircblcl"'“‘ln»un.mqz v . .m‘
We bave sttained our object—we have given the
negroes their freedom. In their present oondition
of ignorance, and in the present state of public sen-
timent, it is as far as we can safely go. In removing

-mwmmmmm«mm
olruotien Bill.
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slavery, we have removed what the abolitionists al-
ways told us was the great bar to their intellectual,
moral, and social advancement. There is no law now
against their education, their saving of their earn-
ings; no law allowing the parting of man from wife,
of mother from child. They have the same rights
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness which
we have—as many rights as a large proportion of
the white men in the world enjoy.. If there is to be
any trial of universal negro suffrage, let it be in these
Northern States, where the negroes are fewer in
number, better educated, and more intelligent than
in the South; snd let the States which are most in
favor of it try it first. If it works well on trial, it
can easily be extended, for it is much easier to grant
the suffrsge than to take it away.*

® Even Gen. Butler, always a man of extremes, and * radi-
cal” as be is at present, and am object of constant admirs-
tiom to Mr. Wendell Phillips and his disciples, said in his Im-
peachment speech at New York, according to the report in the
Tridune: Now that organized resivtance to the laws bas ceased
in that territory which the sword, and the sword aloae, bas con-
quered—how shall the people thereof, with safety to themselves
and to the whole country, be brought Lo enjoy the blessings of
free institutions insuring equality of right and justice to all?
That problem so vast, so momentous, 8o vital, can only be
solved by the wisdom of experience learning from the events of
the psst. Political expedients adjusting balances of power;
oonventions framing constitutions of government; presidents
inveating policies of recomstruction; Congress passing acts of
admission or rejection of reorganized or disorgsnized States,
caanel compass it; eaeh and all, all the deviees of Statecraft
will all as they always, under like conditiens, have failed.
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If a different course be pursued, one need not be
a prophet to foresee that the consequences will prob-
ably be disastrous to the colored people themselvee.
The prejudice against them still lies deep in the na-
tional heart. Treat it, 80 far as it is & mere baseless
prejudice, as the wise physician does a decp-seated dis-
ease. That prejudice is not entircly a wicked and un-
holy one. The prejudice, if it is fairly called such, that
a superior race feels against mingling with an infe-
rior one is, if not carried beyond its proper limits,
wholesome, and natural, and right. It is often a
just and reasonable prejudice against ignorance and
filthiness, which leave their mark and their smell
clinging to a barbarous people for centuries.

As the negro race becomes educated and refined, .
it will gradually conquer this prejudice, because it
will deprive it of all reasonableness. But quacks,
in politics as in medicine, never are willing to leave
snything to the slow but sure operations of nature
and time. They have some one grand cure-all, and

* that cures everything, and at once.

Qualifications for the Suffrage.

If you ask me whether I think the mere fact of a
man’s being more or less black a good reason why he

Even the new boon, aniversal freedom, bas not and will not
?ooo-plhhlt. Universal, impeartial sufrage allisd to universel
ignorance, will only add to the danger; giving to (Ae measses the olub
of Hercules to be wislded with the strengih of the blind Sem-
';a.wuum.mmawmvm
Ailistines.”
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should not be allowed to vote, I answer that of course
I do not. In legislating in theory, I should never
make a distinction of privileges, based upon the mere
oolor of & man's skin. Neither should I go off into
enthusiastic raptures because I heard that a black
man had been elected to fill some office, simply be-
cause he was black. But abstract theory, when it
comes to be put into practice, must take a practical
shape, according to the varying circumstances.

L, for one, would not oppose the extension of the
New York law, by which any negro who owns unin-
cumbered taxable property to the amount of §$250
is allowed to vote, to overy Northern State, although

: I should prefer to have that coupled with certain in-

tellectual qualifications, designed more effectually to
separate the negro wheat from the negro chaff.

i The mere reading and writing test I think entirely -
. insdequate. Of course no person should be allowed -

to vote who could not read and write, and cipher so
far as the rule of three; but some of us have boys
of seven years of age who can do that much, and
yet whom we do not consider quite suitable persons
to be gifted with the franchise. Proof of having
passed through a three or five years’ course of edu-
cation in our common or private schools, would be a
much more sensible test of s man’s possessing suf-
ficient intelligence to become one of the ruling ma-
Jjority of the land.

The property qualification, so popular with our
anosstors, is 80 unpopular now that probably it will
ho objected to even in the case of negro suffrage.
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And yet that property qualification was founded upon
a political principle, the truth of which is strenu-
ously insisted upon by even the wildest ‘radicals.”
That principle is that taxation and representation
should go together. Believing in this principle, our
fathers held that to give large numbers of men who
Pay no taxes, or mere nominal taxes, the vote, is, in
its practical workings, to take away the representa-
tion from those who really pay the great bulk of the
taxes, and thus give one man the right to vote away
another man's money. That this is a correct view,
the City of New York at the present time fully illus-
trates. One set of men pay the taxes into the city
treasury, and another larger number elect the rep-
resentatives who vote them away. Now, this is prac-
tically taxation without representation ; and, to avoid
it, our fathers instituted a property qualification.
They also looked at the matter in another light.
They considered the virtues which the accumulation
of & small property demands—industry, frugality,
temperance ; no mesn virtues these. And the man,
having soquired the property, feels himeelf doubly
s man, and identified with all the best interests of
society, and with the prosperity and presorvation of
the state, in s manner he never was before. No .
corrupt spending of money by his representatives
now, for he feels it in the increased taxes on that little
bouse or homestead. No agrarian nomsense now!
what | idlers and spendtbrifts lay their hands upon
his property, the fruit of years of toil and saving! No
foolish wars to burn down other men's property,
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_snd oconsume his own by taxation also ! He has be-

come part and parcel of the state and of the world;
his vote will be the result of careful thought, and of
the very best wisdom that the Creator has bestowed
upon him.

So at least our ancestors reasoned, and, as I think,
with much force. I apprehend that at the present
time there are no classes of men who vote more uni-
formly against extravagant and corrupt outlays of
the public money, and who are more careful, sincere,
and honest in their votes, than that class which, be-
ginning life as poor men, almost without a dollar,
have managed through industry, sobriety, and econ-
omy to acquire a small property.

There is another class of our population, that of

" educated or skilled workmen—including skilled me-

chanics, the higher operatives in manufacturing estab-
lishments, and clerks and book-keepers—of whose

_ capascity as voters I think very highly. A consider-

able proportion of the very few who in this country
give any study to the philosophy of politics and gov-
erament, belong, I am inclined to believe from cer-
tain facts in my experience, to these classes. One
reason probably of this is, that the pursuit of wealth
does mot engross them s0 much as it does certain
other olasses, who have greater advantages in the
respect of momey getting. What some of our mer-
ohaats, for instance, know about polities, must come
to them, ome would think, as a direct gift from
heaven, for certainly they do not often read more
than the shortest abetracts they can find, either of
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political speeches, or of state papers; while as to
reading sny book upon political subjects, they would
as soon think of reading a volume of sermons. _

The mere fact of a man's being a skilled work-
man, of itself implies the possession of a consider-
able degree of intelligenco—while in working at his
business, he learns certain great truths of moders-

" tion, caution, and the wise adaptation of means to

ends, which, unless he be naturally wasteful or intem-
perate, generally make him a safe and judicious
voter.

It does not by any means follow, that because the
possession of a small amount of property is indica-
tive of the possession of certain very important
virtues, s man's virtue and intelligence are to be
geuged by the extent of his possessions. Great
wealth is often, on the contrary, the mere sign of &
grasping and mesn and exacting nature. And s
man given over to the mere pursuit of money—who
forgets politics, literature, science, human sympathy,
almoet everything, in the fierce desire to heap up -
more and more of filthy lucre, and become a million-
aire, always reminds me of the words of the Saviour,
that “it is essier for a camel to pass through the
eye of & needle, than for & rich man to enter the
kingdom of heaven.” Certainly such an one would
not desire to enter the kingdom of beaven, unless
there was some good bargain to be obtained there,
or his money oould be invested at two per ocent. &
month interest. And as to voting, were it not for
the heavy taxes such men pay, snd that their influ-

4




Digitized by (;00816



.. ' _
— ey — =

-

—~
gl

43 UNIVERSAL SUFPFRAGE.

enoce is also generally exerted against extravagance,
the country would not lose much by depriving them
of the possibility of controlling its destiny.

Dr. Franklin's famous illustration of the absurd-

ity of a property qualification, seems to me more

witty than forcible. In a oertain State having the
small property qualification of $50, & poor man, own-

ing nothing, cannot vote. He manages, however, to

save enough by the next election to buy a donkey
worth the requisite amount. Now, said the facetious
doctor, which votes, the man, or the donkey?

It might fairly be answered, in the same vein, that

perbape it really matters very little which—the four-

legged donkey, or the two-legged one. And further,
that perbape the four-legged donkey were really to
be preferred as a voter—the cbances being that he
at least would half the time vote right ; while the two-
legged donkey, especially if there were any bad
whiskey about, would be pretty certain all the time
to vote wrong.

Bat, putting badinage aside, if the property quali-
fication has induced the destitute voter of Dr. Frank-
lin’s story, to exercise the virtues of industry, sobri-
ety, and economy to that extent, that he has been
ensbled to buy a donkey, and thus become a voter,
has it not done a good servioe for the man? Having
thus obtained the donkey, is he not probably better
qualified to be a voter than he was before? And if
you make the suffrage 50 cheap that every ignorant
sad werthless man can be a voter—instead of mak-

ing it something of & prise to be valued—bave you
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not removed a strong inocentive to improvement?
Surely Dr. Franklin eould not have thought that a
man was fit to be intrusted with a sharein determ-
ining the destinies of a great republic—to be, if
in the majority, s ruler not only of himself but of
other men—who had not the requisite sagacity, or
industry, or sobricty to acquire the ownership of a
common donkey ?

But it may be said that every man in the commu-
nity really doos pay a considerable tax to the Feod-
eral government, inasmuch as the duties on imports
ultimately are paid by the eonsumers of such im-
ports. I admit that this is generally the case, so
far as the tariff is mcrely one for revenue, and not
for protection. When it is protective, as it is levied
with the avowed object of preventing the price of
labor in this country from being reduced by being

_ brought into competition with the labor of foreigners,

so far as it accomplishes this end, it must reslly be
regarded on the whole as a bounty paid to the labor-
ing classes, and not as a tax.

In the cases of state, county, and city taxes, which
are direot in their character, it may also be urged
that every man really pays a greater or less propor-
tion of them, inasmuch as they increase the prioe of
house rent and the general cost of living.

While I do not admit the universality and regu-
larity of the practical working of the prineiple of
distribution here contended for, I am quite willing
to admit it as a general statement of the truth. And
if I were a believer that the right of suffrage should
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- follow inevitably from the payment of taxes—that

the payment of taxes was not merely one element
of the question, but the main or only element—the
inference would be very clear that not only all men
(including those of foreign birth) who pay a direct
or indirect tax, but all women, and even minors who
maintain themselves, also, should be intrusted with
the elective franchise.

But while I consider the payment of taxes & proper
matter for consideration in determining who shall be
vested with the suffrage, I bold that the question of
capability far outweighs it. For, ss I have pre-
viously instanced, it is not only the right to govern
yourself which is in question, but the right to
govern others. And, if a property qualification is
adopted, it should be not only on the ground that
taxation and representation properly go together,
but wainly because it is & suitable test among others
of the voter's ability to manage the property and
other intercsts of the community.

If the question of government were entirely-a
question of property, then we might allow each man
votes in proportion to the extent of bis possessions,
as we do in joint-stock companies. But while gov-
ernment has a great deal to do with property, it also
has to deal largely with questions involving personal
privileges and liberties. And this being the case,

"while we may fairly give just weight to property, we

should not allow it unduly to preponderate.
Now, coming back to the point of indirect taxation,
the payment of such taxes proves little as to the
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amount of virtue which is in & man, compared to that

- which is proven by the acquisition of property. It

manifests the possession of no great amount of virtue

« to spend fifty dollars every year for whiskey, even if

thirty dollars of that amount be really the payment

of s revenue tax. It is the saving of money, not

the spending, which manifests self-control, temper-
ance, and frugality.

Again, indirect taxation is very little felt. This

is the reason that such taxes are levicd. The man

who really pays a bundred dollars a year in the

shape of duties incorporated with the price of his
clothing and groceries, cares very little about it,
compared to what he would if a direct bill for only
twenty dollars were presented sgainst him by a tax
ocollestor. And therefore it is that the possession of
property that can be directly taxed, is important as
an element of moderation and economy in the voting
classes.

In answer to those who are outraged-at the idea
that property should have any influence at all in &
republican government, all I have to say is, that

property will bave its influence. If it cannot bave .

‘it fairly, it will have it unfairly. It will either bribo .

the electors by the wholesale, as in England, or bribe
the elected—as being the cheaper and wiser plan—
as in the United States. And, in saying this, I am
merely proclaiming a fact, not justifying it, nor won-
dering at it. I applaud a man for tho exorcise of

Romaa virtue; I honor him who will see the rosults -

of long years of economy and toil, those savings

’
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which are his life and the life of his children, swept
from him by incompetent or reckless legislation,
rather than spend a dollar in any unworthy mode
to prevent it; but, knowing what human nature is,,
I neither expect to see such heroic virtue generally
practised, nor feel disposed to censure those who fall
short of its requirements as if they were deserving
of more blame than the average of mankind.

Therefore, partly as an acknowledgment that
something is due to property in the organisation of
the governmont, and mainly because the acquisition
of a reasonable amount of property is indicative of
ocertain virtues, and its possession somewhat of a
guard against recklessness in the public expenditures,
I would allow no man to vote exoept he possessed s
certain amount, subject to direct taxation.

As to what that amount should be, there is a great
deal to be said, which it is useless to say now. My
own views incline to fixing the amount at about the

" value of one year's labor of any unskilled work-

man—aay, in the United States, at the average sum
of $250.

This sum would not be so high but that any la-
boring man, possessing a ressonable amount of in-
dustry, sobriety, and intelligence, oould scquire it
by the time he was twenty-four, especially if he re-
mained unmarried ; and, sccording to physiologists,
marriages before that age are not desirable.® I am

© Asserding (o the sonsus tables, men generally do net marry
befere twenty-four years of age.

)

(35
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convinoed that with the prise of the suffrage before
them, thousands of laboring men would be just $250
richer at the age of twenty-four than they now are;
and thus would have something to start thoir mar-
ried life with, which they would feel the benefit of
for many years, if not until the end of their days.

But the community, in my opinion, has a right to
demand other proofs of the possession of a reason-
able amount of ability, qualifying the voter to gov-
ern the state. With this view I would provide that, |
where common schools exist, the voter should have '
received the benefits of education for at least three
years.

In applying these rules practically, I should not
favor the depriving any man of the suffrage who
has been heretofore allowed to exercise it. But they
might be applied to all new cases, either of the
native born or naturalizod citisens.

There is scarcely an argument that is relied upon
in favor of universal suffrage, so far.as men are oon-

" cerned, that will not apply equally well to a large

proportion of minors. For instance, as to intelli-
gence, there are hundreds of thousands of native
white youths between the ages of twelve and twenty-
one, who are more intelligent, and better instruoted

.. in all that relates to politics, than nine-tenths of the

negroes and three-fourths of the foreign immigrants.
Added to this, tens of thousands between the ages
of fifieen and twenty-one have served their country
in the field as soldiers, and signalised themselves as
smong the bravest of the brave. Thousands aleo

[ 4
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maintain themselves by their own labor, and other
thousands not only do this, but sid in the support of
their parents, brothers, and sisters, and thus indi-
rectly pay taxes to the state.

Again; if an unrepresented class is, as the “rad-
icals ’ contend, necessarily an oppressed class, why
should not our children be represented? Are not
their rights as precious as those of the negroes?
Certainly they are very often unfairly trcated by
men and women, who presume upon their relation-
ship or their age. Will children’s rights ever

be safe until the suffrage is conferred upon this

very numerous and important class? As to not
knowing enough to vote understandingly, even s
very small child generally is quite able to perceive
who is its friend. Give the children the right to
vote then, in order that they may be properly pro-

. tected from foolish or tyrannical parents, from cruel

and despotic teachers, from rough and arrogant po-

licemen, from unjust guardians and judges, from the
unnumbered oppressions under which this large class

suffers.®

# The Rev. Dr. Miller, in o recent address before the Young
Mea’s Christian Association of Manchester, England, complained
that the boys were getting too obstreperous and insubordinate—
that “the standsrd of parental sutherity had been lowered.”
Upon which assertions the Londou Spectetor comments as fol-

" Jows, shewing that the boys’ rights’ movement has already begun:

¢ The maia benefit, however, of the relaxation of household
manners is, as we take it, the very effect of which Dr. Miller se
feelingly complains. The young have been tempted by it to use
their reases, instead of secepting things blindly. Finding that
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Does not government exist by the consent of the
governed? Have the children oconsented? and

they have to hold their own against argument as well as author-
ity, they are compelled to think, and the lad who thinks upon
any subject is ocertain, soonor or later, to use his power of think-
ing upon all. Of course they stagger or runm, just as children
do when they begin to walk; but surely the sort of rush with
whioh & child of two years gets from point to point, head down,
body swaying forward, and little feet pattering at speed, be-
oause a slewer pace would involve & fall, is better, much better,
than not walking at all. If boys and girls are really to be saved
or damned aocording to their belief in the power of & priest to
abeolve, surely it is good Lthey should reasoa on abeolution, and
should state their conclusions. How else are they to be cor-
rected? ¢Keep your whistles going, boy,” says the emgine-
driver in Dombey and Son to his boy, ‘and let us know where
you are.” And wise fathers will always want to kmow, above
all things, whither their sons’ minds tend. To compel them to
silence, as Dr. Miller would apparently advise, is simply to com-
pel them to go wrong. It is impossible, in the present age, to
prevent their thinking, impossible to keep newspapers out of
their hands, impossible to prevent discussion among thomselves,

and the omly corrective on all these things is disoussion with .

their elders, to which Dr. Miller is opposed. 80 are the Jesuit
fathers, and the result on the seminarists of their training—which
is merely the old household discipline oarried to perfection—is
its sufficient condemnation. Their boys grow up gentiemaaly,
quiet, unobtrusive young hypoorites, besutifully amenable at
onoe te authority and temptation. No doubt the lads of the day
might be more modest in disoussion, just as & kitten might be
more sober in its gambols; but in both cases restraint takes
away all vivacity, and grace, and naturalness from their move-
meats. Ne dould it is @ bors, & veory great bore, for & mature man
(0 be overwheimed in sonversation by the dogmatiom of doys; bui that
i & penally we may surely endurs for (Ae sake of (Ae outspoken frank-
noes which endurance produsss. The intellectual viee of this gen-
eration has besa, and to o less extent is atill, over-reticsnce, an
: ]
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should they mot have the right to vote in order
to manifest this consent? Where would your coun-
try be without children? Soon there would be no
government at all, which cannot be said of the

~ megroes, or of the foreign immigrants.

Certainly the distinguished New York editor, who
is said to have “progressed " in his *radicalism "
to the extent of advocating universal suffrage, * with-
out regard to age, sex, or color,” is at least a con-
sistent man, whether or not he be a wise one.

In oconclusion, I will recapitulate the chief po-
sitions that I have endeavored to enforce:

1. That voting, when the voter constitutes one of
the majority, is an act of ruling, governing.

2. That the right to govern, not only yourselves,

" but other men, must, in justice to them, be based

upon the possession, in a reasonable degree, of the
sbility to govern wisely and well. ‘

8. That if too large a proportion of ignorant or -

worthless men be allowed to vote, the result will
be the gradual deterioration, and, finally, the utter
ruin of our republican system.

In every great movement, as History warns us, it is
all-important that the party of Progress should know
where to stop. Generally, misled by sealots, they
will not pause at the proper period, and thus create
s Reaction, whose waves in turn sweep away not

apparent sequicscence in statements and opinions secretly dis-
believed, and it is owing principally te the relaxstion in the
relations of parent and ehild that it will net be the vice of the
sezt.”
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only the proofs of their folly, but much which has
really been gained for the great cause of human im-
provement. A safe rule in such cases would seem
to be, that the reformatory party should pause when
the result which they had originally aimed at was
attained.

The Anti-slavery movement bas effected its con-
templated end; and the work planned in the days of
sober reason being accomplished, it is now plunging
into madness and folly. I warn the friends of the
negro, and the negroos themselves, against the in-
evitable reaction which they are provoking. If they
fall into the spirit of the Jacobins, and yield them-
selves up to wild theories of the natural rights of
wan, and wild notions of vengeance against the
southern rebels, they will experience the fate of the
Jaoobins, and go down amid the fierce surges of a
popular reaction. If they act, however, like mod-
erate and sensible men, who are able to understand
that there are other people in this country than
negroes, and other interests than those relating to
the freedmen, it will be well for the negroes them-
selves, for the Republican party, and for the country.






FEMALE SUFFRAGE.

ANY eesay upon the subject of the suffrage, would
seem at the present time to be incomplete, which did
not take into consideration the expediency of confer-
ring the elective franchise upon women.

It would be very unfair to regard the ladies who
figure so prominently in “ Woman's Rights'” con-
ventions as representatives of more than s very small
minority of the women of our land, but as those con-
stituting this small minority are evidently very much
in earnest, and as people who are not answered are
apt to think that they cannot be answered, let us
consider briefly the principal arguments upon which
they rely.

The common argument as to “the consent of the
governed,” I have already disposed of. The people
of the United States do ‘““consent,” male and female,
with very few exoeptions, to this government, which
does not give women the right to vote. Therefore,
having the “consent’ of the great majority of the
governed, we bave the argumeat oa this point until
that “oconsent "’ is withdrawn.

All that I have said also relative to the alleged
nataral right to vote, and ia proof of there being

g (83)
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54 FEMALE SUFFRAGE.

no such natural right, unless indeed the right to gov-
ern may be said to be a natural right, based upon
the possession of wisdom and virtue, applies to the
claims of these female * reformers.”

The whole question therefore comes down to this:
would it be better for the community and the state
(woman herselfl being regarded as a portion of the
community snd state).that women should vote?

Now this question involves the whole subject of
the difference of sex. It also involves the expe-
diency of giving the suffrage to as largo a class as
the whole number now exercising it, which class is,
to a great extent, profoundly ignoraat of all the in-

dustrial and financial questions with which govern-.

ment has so much to do.

It is not many months since the present writer list-
ened to an “able lecturer,” who informed his lady
hearers that it was not only their right bat their duty

- to vote. He said, in substance, ah, if the women

only voted, how short a time it would be before
New York Oity would become quite & New Jerusa-
lem—how intemperance, and impurity, and gambling,
and prise-fighting, and everything else in the land
that was bad, would soon be put an end to—for you
know, the women! the women of the country would
»ot tolerate the continuance of such things; and the
millennium would begin about the same day that the
first lady Oongressman took her seat in the capitol
ot Washington. He also made certain not very clear
allusions to some 8000 or 80,000 unmarried women
somewhere or other—I think it was in New Eng-
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lond—and how that also was to be rectified. But as
he did not go into particulars on this point, I sup-
poso it was to be on the old “vote yourself a farm'’
principle—the change being made to suit the emer-
genoy, to “vote yourself a husband.”

Now certainly nothing ocould have been better
adapted to take with a certain class of ladies, and
enlist them for the moment on the side of voting,
than this prospect of bringing about the millen-
nium.*

But it has become my duty to dssh this charming
picture to the ground. I assure my lady readers
that one of the first things that sensible men learn
in their political experience, is the little moral good
that can be attained by mere force of legislative
ensctments.

Intemperance, impurity, gambling, and a brood of
kindred vices, never have been cured, never will be
oured, by foroe of law. The.Puritans of England
onoe tried that proocess, and the result was an im-
mense amount of canting and hypoorisy, followed
by the openly licentious reign of Charles the Second.
It was never intended that vice should be thus extin-
guished. I say this with proper humility, because if

® Mre. B. Cady Stanten, in a resent lecture said, aseording to
the report in the New York Tvibune:

“If the women of the Biale eould culy be galvaaised inte a
consciousness of their true position, ae longer would erimes,
20 often incited by wemen, 1l our priscas. All these wrongs
nmamd‘om uﬂmd%uhnﬂn
or voled down.”
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it had been, the Creator would have acted on the .

same principle himself, and neither crested man with
s tendency to excees, nor endowed him with free

.  Wise men have learned that so long as s
man’s vioes only affect himself—so long as the free
agency of others is not invaded —it is generally
better for the law-maker not to interfere. Men nat-
urally, and therefore rightly, resent any interfer-
ence with their personal freedom, which is the direct
consequence of that free agency which is the gift of
God. Even in such s matter as the so-called aboli-
tion of lotteries, it is questionable whether any good
has been done, for the lotteries, secret and open, are
probably as numerous as ever, while they are more
unfair. '

Now, if women wish to work against any of the
moral evils and vices of society, they can find in the
churches, the schools, the charitable and moral-re-
form associations, and, more than in all else, in the
bosom of their own families, plenty of room for the
exercise of all their energics were they tenfold as
sctive and powerful. In moulding the minds of the
young especially, they can do more good, resl, last-
ing good, than by centuries of voting.

“But why not vote also!” For one reason, bo-
cause you have not time and energy for everything,
and it is better that you should devote them to duties
which Providence, by making you women, has clearly
designed you should primarily attend to. It is self-

- evident, for instance, that the mother, after her child

is born, is the proper person to nurse and take the

[.
T
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" cohief care of it. The care of the home, and of the

young children, naturally go together, and fall to the
lot of the mother. In the case of the single woman,
she as naturally helps, or should help, in most cascs,
some overburdened mother with the cooking, the care
of the children, the sewing, the housework.

Now, except in revolutionary times, which are for-
tunately exceptional, the questions which politics
have generally to do with, are questions of trade,
and commerce, and finance, and war, which have s
natural and direct relation to the common business
pursuits and employments of men as manufacturers,
tradesmen, farmers, seamen, and soldiers.

There may be a fow women who naturally take an
interest in questions of trade, finance, and internal
improvements, and in political disquisitions and na-
tional constitutions; but for ninety-nine women in
every hundred such questions have no interest. And
when it comos to the claim of universal suffrage for .
women, it is not only s question as to whether s few
ladics of peculiar talent and culture should voto,
but whether the large masses of women, who, intel-
ligent upon other subjects, have no liking for the

‘usual political ones—and, to add to these, your cook

and your house-maid, Bridget, and Judy, and Dinab,
and the large class of ignorance which they repre-
sent—shall all be plunged into the political hodge-
podge, to make confusion worse confounded.

80 far from finding fault with the general igno-
ranoe of women on political questions, I regard it as
being productive of great good to society. It fite
womaa for being what she otherwise, from her pecu-
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liarly sensitive and impulsive temperament, could not
easily be, a Pesce-maker. OQur present nationsl
convulsions, agitating society to its very centre, have
bad, in my opinion, s peculiarly unhappy effect upon
our women. Just to think of it—a whole country of
angry, warring men, and the women in the two sec-
tions the most extreme, the most relentless, the most
unforgiving, the most blood-thirsty! Both as to the
women of the North and of the South, I fear this is
the simple truth, though, of course, both Northerners
and Southerners can gild the hard, ugly fact with
some pretty, patriotic name.

Weo bave had the most exciting political oon-
troversies in times that are past, and will have them
agsin, upon such questions, and I admit their import-
ance—for what touches s man’s means of living touches
his life—upon such questions as a National Bank, s
Protective Tariff, and Internal Improvements by the
general government. Masses of men have been, will
" be again, excited almost to blows upon subjects like
these. Now, the women of the country, being out-
side of politics, have slways preserved s moderate
state of feeling upon them, and been sble to act as
the continual peace-makers of the land. Mr. A.
and Mr. B. might be ready to fight about s bank or
s tariff, but Mrs. A. and Mrs. B., who thought com-
peratively little upon the subject, preserved the peace
between the two families; and when the political
excitoment had lulled or passed away, soon brought
their respective husbands around to the old point of
intimacy or friendship. If the ladies had been voters,
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and had attended political meetings, and their feel-
ings had onoce become enlisted, they probably would
have quarreled even more bitterly than their bus-
bands, and the quarrel would have been lasting.

Again; there are other interests in society—espe-
cislly the Fine Arts, Music, and Literature—which
ought to clsim & fair share of the common attention.
Under the present system, except in very troublous
times, the female portion of the commaunity acts as a
breskwater against the overflowing and tumultuous
sea of polities. Do talk of something else besides
those everlasting politics!" says the fair quoen of the
evening; and the gentlemen, who have only been
talking politics all day, are compelled to turn their
thoughts into new fields, alike to the good of their
own minds, and to the healthfulnees of their political
views, in danger of becoming morbid from too much
thought and warmth. The ladies thus stop the pol-
itics, and will bave music, will have dancing, will
have games, nonsense, wit, repartee, and flirting.
And in thus scting out their feminine natures, are
doing tenfold more good to the gentlemen, to society,
and evon to legislation itself, than if they all went
regularly to the “ Womaa's Rights’ Society,” “ woted
your mother-in-law,”” as old Weller says, “in the
chair,” and passed resolutions expressive of their
high admiration for the reformatory shepberd with
the red nose, or their fervent opinion that tho gentle-
man with the black face was even more remarkable
for his beauty, virtues, and general intelligenos, thaa
his whiter brother.
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I am thus decidedly of the opinion that the Crea-
tor made no mistake in making women just what they
are. Of oourse He could have made them—and our
education and social influence can, if we see fit, partly
make them—=u kind of cross between man and woman,
possessing the faults of both, and the virtues of
neither.

I have sometimes thought that tho true origin of
this woman’s rights and voting movement, is to be
found in s secret over-admiration of man, and con-
tempt for the peculiar nature and organisation of
woman. If its leaders were Grecian women of the
olden time, I could imagine them complaining to Ju-
piter that he bad created them women, and not that
nobler being, man. “Woman is nothing, O Jupiter!
she cannot fight, she cannot command armies, she
cannot legislate, she cannot vote. She must stay at
and revolve around home, because thou hast ap-
pointed ber to bear, and nurse, and tend, and educate
children. O Jupiter, let us no longer belong to the
sox of whoee career and destiny we are ashamed;
but let us henceforth be men, and legislators, and
- warriors|”*

What a blessing it would be if Jupiter would only
bear the secret prayer of such women. They do not
peroeive that as a general thing, they now sucoeed in
making so much noise simply because they are women,
aad on the common reputation of the very sex whose

® Boe the * Anti-effspring Movement,” in Appendiz.

PEMALE SUFFRAGE. 61

natural funotions and sphere they in their hearts
despise. If they wore men, nobody would pay much
attention to them, and they would, being well let
alone, grow wiser.

I say you may spoil & woman by attempting to
make her a man in character, but you cannot make
her s man. The Roman ladies, we are told, once got
up such a great sdmiration for beards that they
began by the use of unguents, and by constant shav-
ing, to try to raise beards of their own. They suo-
oceded in spoiling their clean, smooth faces, but they
raised very indifferent beards. 8o if you put a woman
to what is by nature man’s work, either in the physi-
cal or the intellectual world, you spoil her besutiful
feminine charaoteristics of soul and body, and gen-
erally get rather indifferent work.

Neither does the motive with which the thing is
done make any great difference. It may be tho best
and most justifiable motive in the world, but it will
make little difference in the result. Her nature
will be

¢ Bubdued
To what it works in, like the dyer's hand.”

It may be s mother toiling for her children, s
daughter for her aged father. She may be walking
in the path of & stern and inevitable duty, but not
the less will the unwomanly oocupation tell upon her
body and her mind. And therefore it is to be greatly
regretted, when the bard misfortunes of life compel
s woman—as of course she may be compelled—into

L
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?nfomiuine means of obtaining s living. A sad thing
it is when such a neoessity ocours.*

But the posseesion of the suffrage by women is
supposed by many of the “ Female Reformers” to
be not only capable of effecting great changes in
morals, but also to be a sure remedy for deficient
work and wages. Thus a lady ocorrespondont of the

. New York Independent, who writes in some respects
liko an intelligent woman, says:

“How maay doors to remunerative employments w
throws open to womaa if she bad the bl:l‘l’:t! Howo;l:li:

cians would interest themselves in finding places for her!
The statate books of many of the States would no longer be

disgraced by laws in regard to the disposition of rt;
after the death of the bubnd;'ud,nhngutohllm

¢ In {llustration, for instance, of the effect uoed upon &
womaa by & seldier’s lifs, we quote the following from a news-
paper:

“A Nrs. Franoes F. 8—— is new in Washia ot
the Pay Department for back pay for mnm‘rxp;’mh‘
srmies as & cpvalrymaa. Bbe says she enlisted in 1861 with
nsmumwnhudc.mry.uumcm
twe years a3 & cavalrymaa in our armies. Sbe fought under
Graat, S8heridan, aad Rosecrans. Bhe was in the battle of 8hi-
loh, or Pittsburg Laading, aad Stone River, sad at the latter
Sattle her husband was killed aad she severely wounded. Her
u&-hmm-.um'uﬂwmm
mummmuuwmvmgup‘mm
due ber whea dissharged. Nrs. 8—— bes evidently seen hard
servise in camp or elsswhere, and Aee sontrecied oll the airs, atti-
tuds, and menners ¢f ¢ men. e wears ¢ Sectch cap, soeked on one
aids of Aer Aead, chowe (obosse, and smobes. 8he is scoompanied
by ber preseat busbead.”

1 & is not nesessary that the women should velo in order to
hove unjust lows aliered, as the recent alteration of the laws in

v
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would begin to acquire property by their own labor, and not
be compelled, as is too oftcn the case now, to marry & man
they do not love for the sake of baving & bome.”

Aud Mrs. E. Cady Stanton, in a lecture at Brook-
lyn, is reported'in the New York Tridune as saying:

.“Shall Senators tell me in their places that I have no need

. .of the ballot when 40,000 women in the City of New York

alose are earning their daily bread at starving prices with the
veodle, and below these, in the lower depths, are a mighty
multitude over whose follies and crimes Yociety draws the
veil of forgetfalness, or before that insorutable problem stande
hardened sud appalled I” .

Now s better aoquaintance with the principles of
political economy would bave taught both these ladies
that the evils of which they complain are only par-
tially within tho proper sphere of legislation, and
that the direct interference of the state with the
complicated question of work and wages is quite as
apt to result in harm as in ‘good.

I may be allowed, on account of the great im-
portance of this subject, to state briefly what I oon-
sider the true causes of the low price at which
woman's labor is frequently held.

There is little doubt that, in & proper arrangement
of society, nearly every woman would be some man’s
wife. KEven as society is, the great majority of

soveral of the Northorn Siates has provea. As scea a8 there is
s domand oa the part of the women of any Siate for the amend-
ment of aa uajust law, such alterstion, judging the future by
the past, will be cheerfully made.
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" women become wives and mothers. And owing to

this being the natural destiny, if I may use the
term, of woman, every young girl hopes to be some
man’s wife, and every mother hopes to see her daugh-
ter in such a position.

Hoping and expecting this, the daughter strives
to fit herself for a wife’s and mother's dutm, and
the parents aid her in so domg

Now, this study of sewing, cookery, and house-
keeping—which also generally comes in very oppor-
tunely to aid the mother in her numerous cares—
occupies a large share of the daughter’s time and
energy in the hours not devoted to her necessary
schooling. 8he grows. older, and perhaps leaves
school, bat still, in the middle and higher classes of
society, devotes time to music, and, perhaps, the
languages, — these studies being followed for two
reasons: first, to fit her to perform her part as mis-
trees of & home; secondly, as offering s means of
support in after-life, in case it should become neces-
sary for ber to support herself.*

® Of the amount of thought and knowledge required for the
proper performance of a country housekeeper’s functions, Nrs.
Dasilel Rice gives s fair summary in aa essay read before the
Tarmers’ Clab, of Bpringhield, Vormont. Bhe says:

“Did you over thiak of the amouat of thought requisite to
ploa (hree meals & day for Lhres hundred and sixty-fve days in
susssssien?! To prepare enough and nel toe much, and, fer
theos liviag ot & distanee frem the village, to remember that the
stk of flour, sugnar, lea, ole., ols., is replenished in due time?
De you over think of the multitude of & farmer’s wife'e cares
ead dutiss? Bhe must rise carly to prepare breakfast er oversee

-
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It is because either the husband or the wife must
stay at home and manage the house and Jyoung chil-
dren, and that, in tho order of nature, it is endently
the wife whose place it is to do this—that the son is
educated with & direct reference to businees and

it. Perhaps there are children te wash, dress, and feed, or te
got ready for school with their dinners. There is baking, sweep-
ing, dusting, making beds, lunch for the men, may be—dinmer
aad supper to be made ready at ths proper time—tbhe washing,
starching, folding and ironing of clothes—the care of milk, in-
oluding the making of butter and cheesse—and the imevitable
washing of dishes. Ia autums there is the additional work of
picking, preserving, cansing of fruit, drying apples, boiling
cider, making apple-sauce, with the still more usplesseat task
whioch falls te her lot at butehering time. Then there is haying,
harvesting, sheep-shearing, otc., when more help is needed,
bringing sa increase of her labors. Twiee & year comes house-
oleaning. By-the-way, of all the foes & housekesper has to
eontend with, dirt is the greatest. Bhe may gain & complote
viotory sad think te repese upon ber laurels after ber semi-an-
nual engagements, but it is ealy lemporary. The enemy seon
returns, and even daily skirmishing does mot keep it at bay.
There is the mending, t0o. Sewing machines are great blessings,
but they ean't set in & patch or dara the slockings. Ide mot
mention these things by way of complaining of weman's let in
goneral, or asking for her say rights which she does net pes-
sess. | doa't kriow as there is any remedy in the preseat siate
of the werld. It seems Lo be ono of the evils of i which must
be borne as we bear other ills; but what I do ask is a dwe ap-
precistion of the importast part that wemaa acts, and a eenses-
sion that ber labers, menial and physical, are as great, all
things cousidered, as these of the other sex. Women are nel
00 childish that s little sympathy now and thea, or asknowledg-
ment of their offorts and sasrifices, makes thom imagine their
ease worse thea it is. I tell you, mea sad husbands, ‘It desth
goed like & medicine,’ and meay s peor, erushed, brekes-down
ﬁb.ﬂmh‘yﬁuhv::coﬂt." i

0
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moncy-msking, and the daughter with s main refer-
enoe to filling the position of wife and housekeeper
and educator at home.

When we come to the practioal working of things,
88 we all know, tho great majority of women do marry,
and fill, some of them luxurious, many of them com-
fortable, and others of them poverty-stricken homes.
In some cases the husband dies, and leaves his wifo,
burdened with children, to struggle on alone, some-
times that struggle being lightened by the aid of
kind relatives, while at other times she is entirely
unfriended and unhelped.

In the cases of those women who do not marry,
apd who have to depend upon their own exertions for
& support, as well as in the case of poor widows,
there are only comparatively a few avocations out-
side of sewing and housekeeping which are open to
them.

Why is this? Partly because of their education
having been such as has been stated ; mainly bocause
of their peculiar bodily characteristios as women. A
man has the choice of many trades; or, if he bas no

trade, can, as s last resort, take to his mere brute .

streagth, and become s porter, or & soldier, or a com-
mon laborer in & manufactory, on board s ship, or
on s farm. In this country there is seldom a time
that a single mea cannot find employment somewhere,
in the West if not in the East, although there is
meay o time thet & married man, burdened with
family, sad chained down thus to s single spot,
seareely knows where or how to get the next meal’s
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victuals for the little mouths at home. Ask men
who are in & pesition to know, and they will tell you
of hundreds and thousands of cases in which intelli-
gent .nen, living in our large cities, have come to
them and fairly begged to be employed, at any price,
so that thocy might keep, not themselves, but the
dear oncs at home from starving. Ask even among
your own gentlemen aoquaintances, ladies, with whom
you can talk in confidence, and you will be surprised
to hear how many of them, in the course of their lives,
have been almost on the brink of utter want, and
would have welcomed death gladly as a relief from
the intense agony of their position, if it had brought
with it a prospect of relief for the little ones so in-
expreesibly dear.

Ladies, we men are not great talkers about such
private matters, else we might often say to those who
declaim so wildly about the wrongs and sufferings of
women, in language similar to that of the Mexican
king: “Are we on a bed of roses?”

Women, for the reason I have given, not having
been apprenticed when young to the lighter trades,
and their physical constitution, both in its weakness
and its refinement, unfitting them for the heavier
ones, resort, when they are compelled to support
themselves, to such occupations as sewing, teaching,
factory work, the lighter and more easily aoquired
trades, and to domestio servioe.

Now it will be noticed that for single women e~
pecially, there is no want of employment in this coun-
try. Any woman, capable or incapable, can always
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find employment at domestic service, if everything
olse fails her. And this shows how nonsensical, as
well as mischievous, the pathetic stories are that we
sometimes hear—such, for instance, as one the tal-
ented and eloquent Miss Dickinson is in the habit of
telling—in which a beautiful young girl goes to moral
ruin to keep herself from starvation. The interest-
ing young girl in question could have gone to any
intelligence office in Philadelphis, and been engaged
for good wages at service in s respectable family in
twenty-four hours. Every housekeeper knows this.

One reason of the low wages given to women is to
be found in the fact that the supply so often exceeds
the demand. The employments that women are fit-
ted by nature to follow being comparatively fow,
they crowd the avenues to these, with the single ex-
oeption, as I have said, of domestic service. This
last, although peculiarly woman’s work in the econ-
omy of the world, she generally avoids when there
is any possibility of doing so. There is a continual
demand, both in the East and in the West, and es-
pecially in the latter, for good domestic help—wives
and mothers, by the tens of thousands, asking for
single women, who are in want of employment, to
come and help them, and thus ease their heavy bur-
dens; but to this demand, notwithstanding all the
outery about women not being able to find employ-
meat, there is never any adequate response.

If this demaad for domestio service were met, it

would ot oaly be s work of philaathropy to the
thousands of everworked wives and mothers, but it °
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would probably so lessen the number of womon who
now seek employment as teachors, sewing women,
factory operatives, etc., that the wages of these latter
would speedily advanoe to s nearer approximation to
those of men. But there seems tobe a prejudice against
domestic service, as & low and servile ocoupation,
which leads many to content themselvcs with a mere
pittance as sewing women, when they could get a
comfortable living and good wages as cook, child’s
nurse; or chamber-maid. .

The proportion of trades for which women are un-
fitted, by reason of their physical organisation, is
larger than many suppose. By tho last census—
that of 1860—we find that the number of occupa-
tions in the United States and Territorics, is set
down as 586, employing 8,224,171 persons. In ad-
dition, 62,872 persons were enrolled as either en-
gsged in other oocupations, or whose oocupations
were unknown. ) '

The principal oocupations, however, are only 78
in number, giving employment to 7,415,900 persons,
or nearly eight out of every nine of the employed.
Now of these 78 principal oocupations, 43, employing
the large number of 5,506,800 persons, are evidently
uwnsuited for women, as will be seen by the following
list:
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Farmers (omitting Pishermen
............... 21
has.ooo plasters).. 2,428,000 | Gardeners........cc.cc. 21,%
rm laborers....... 795,000 | Lumbermen.....ccc0ceee 16,000
Laborers....c.cueeeee 969,000 | Moulders.....cccceeeeees 17,000

MiRers.........oorer 147,000 | Tinamiths ......oooorrs 17,000

Carters.ccccccocccceee. 21,000 6,606,800

Now for all the above avocations woman is unfitted
by her physical weakness,—even many men are not
strong enough for carpenters, blacksmiths, etc.,—as
v.ell as .by that delicacy and refinement of organisa-
tion which it should be the object of society to pre-
serve. I admit that mecessity has no law but its
own stern decrees, and yet the fact remains, that s
mmuotl{moal.bomin the fields, a car-
po.nur, blacksmith, miner, mason; mariner, butcher,
lin?khyu, carter, stone-eutter, ootler, etc., without
lou,n;.tht delicacy and finemess of organisation
which is tln peouliar charm of ber sex.

The chief employments of women, end which
women alone follow, would seem to be the seven fol-
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............. 90,000 | Milliners..cccomerocsences 26,000
Laundrosses......ccocceee 88,000 | Narses.. 8,000
Maatus-makers ..ccoeoee 85,000 | Bhoebinders. 8,600
Housekeopers...... coo oo 22,000 1500

To the above we may add sixteen occupations that
men and women share between them:

Bervants ... cooecceseee « 560,000 | Tobaooonistscn ceuees $1,000
Tailors and 101,000 Bpinners ..cccesusece 9,000

Tailoresses f == "' Bookbinders....cc.c.. 6,000
Clerks ccccovosrceercnes e 184,000 | Musloians ..coccceeeeee 4,700
Shosmakers.......c.e. . 164,000 | Music-teschers ....... 5,600
Toachers...ccccoeceemm . 110,000 | Telegraph operators. 2,000
FPaotory hands o....... w 87,000 | Trimmers ...ccocceese - 8,800
Printers....ccceceiciene - 28,000 | Uphelsterers.... .... 8,000
Meorchants, Store-

:oo ers, and } . 143,000 1,426,100

ore

And to these we msy add six occupations which
although at present, if I am not mistaken, nearly
entirely filled by men, might perhape be partly filled
to advantage by women:

Physiclans .ccccoveencene 56,000- | Hottors .ccceevecccones 11,000
Clergymea . 87,000 | Weavers....ccccomeceems 86,000
Bakors..ccceccecesccsm oo 19,000 | Watoh-makers....... 4,600

161,600

I have added physicians and clergymen to thie
list bocause the female lecturers contend strongly
that women are qualified to fill both positions. 8o
far as physic is concerned, while I see not oaly no
sacrifice of womanly delicacy, but even the reverse,

" i » woman's ministering a8 s physicisn to other

minmyohnuofmu.ldom&inkw
thopwdr.oﬁooof;phydeiu.upocidlyin
country districts, is st all suitable for the sex. As
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to the ministerial profession, as it involves peculiar-
ities of religious belief, and does not affect my ar-
gument in any great degree, I express no opinion
upon it.

We have thus 48 leading oocupations, employing
5,506,800 persons, which are entirely unsuited to
women, agsinst 7, employing only 221,500 per-
sons, which are oonfined exclusively to them. We
have besides 22 occupations, employing 1,587,600
persons, which are either suitable alike to both sexes,
or partly suitable to one sex and partly to the other.
Now, if we suppose that women can properly find em-
ployment in theso 22 latter occupations to half the
whole number of workers required, we have s demand
in these employments for 798,800 persons; which,
added to the requirements of the 7 oocupations that
are confined exclusively to women, make s demand
on the whole for 1,015,800 women, against s demand
for 6,800,600 men.

I think it will appear from a study of these simple
faots, thas were it not for the continual large call
upon the female sex for wives and mothers, the sup-
ply of female labor in all the other oocupations at
all suitable for women, would so prees upon the de-
mand, that not only would the wages paid women be
greatly redwoed, but thousands would be compelled
to resort to field labor, to mining, to brickmaking, to
saything that would afford the barest maintenance.

Do say of our female “ Reformers " ever think
what it is that induces s man to take upon himself
the care and burdes of s wife and family?! A man

14
R ol
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can make a great deal more money when his yearly -
expenses are only one-half, or one-fourth, or one-
tenth. A large family of children is often the bar
between poverty with its numberless privations, and
wealth, with its numberless enjoyments. As s well-
to-do bachelor s man can live luxuriously, travel, be
an object of specisl attention and flattery in every
social circle, have pretty women hanging on every
word of his wonderful lips, taste, with a single excep-
tion, every cup of joy that the world affords.

Why then does a man marry? Some wit has
defined matrimony to be *‘the insane desire of a
young man to psy & young womsn's board.” Ivie
generally not because ho needs s housekeeper—it is
generally because some woman, by her feminine
grace or beauty or sparkle, inflames bis imagination
and his heart, and makes him think life worthless
apart from her.

If women did not carefully preserve the peculiar
charms of the feminine nature—if, with the idea of
making money, or acquiring fame, they allowed the
down of their peach, the fresh dew of their rose to
be brushed off and dried up in the paths of businees
and trade—they would find that the number of mar-
riages would rapidly decrease.

How to make marriage as near as possible univer-
sal, is a question of great importanoe, to women ospe-
cially. Men osn got along without marriage, after s
fashion. Women cannot.* Therefors, as it appears to

® A lady in whooe judgwent I have o great deal of conbdenee,
mmuhhmn—oﬂ.-?om.lbnltwllloﬁ“ women
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me, wise women should set their facos steadily against
any ideas and practices which tend to unsex woman,
on the one side; snd against the extravagance to
which our social life is tending on the other. Let
the young men see women that will attract them,
and let them see, in the second place, that these
women will be satisfied with an economical sad mod-
erate style of living. If parents have large means,
Jet their property not be wasted in ocostly jewelry
and silks and laces, and in expensive living, but let
it be reserved to settle a larger or smaller sum
upon the daughters as well ss upon the sons when
they make their start in life. Many are the cases
in which young men are deterred from marriage, not
because they do not love, but because they cannot

gonerally. Ihave had no idea of offeading womes in this ee-
say—or of pleasing them—my sole ides has been to state what
1 thought the truth. Perhaps, however, my mesniag may not
be correctly understeed. I mean simply to say that the peets
are net altogether wrong whes they tell us, in varied phrases,
that

“25an' love js of bis I & thing apart—
Ths wemen'’s whele existense.”

And that the physielegisis aloe are net far eut of the way, whea
they say that marriage is more important to wemaa than (o man,
because she has three natural funetions Lo perform in matrimony,
where he has culy ene. I thereflore give it as my beli—net
pretending te be infallible—that the fact is as I aato it; that
women do miss the natural ties of love and heme and offspring
mere than men. And thel, mercever, mea are ablotofisd o
selace In the pursuit of wealth and of fame, in seameaship and
was, in sdventares en load sad oes, which, s & general thing,
is donied to wemen.
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hope to keep the lady as she has been used to living
in her father's house. And eo the young man lives
on s bachelor—becoming more snd more selfish
every day—and the woman, having nome of the
blessed cares which nature intonded she should have,
becomes unhealthy and unhappy; sad either com-
forts herself with the religious conviction that this
world was designed to be a state of pain and proba-
tion, or else makes up her mind that her sex is in
some way or other greatly injared and oppressed.®
Ladies, in talking so much, and often so selfishly,

® It is probable that tho excess of fomales over males in tho
Now England States, and the eensequeat large number of un-
married women, has something to do with the wild ideas which
spring up like weeds in that portion of the Usion. In Massa-
ebusetts, for instanoce, there are 87,000 more formaales than males.

As to the proportion of the marriageable persons in the
Usited States whe de not marry, we are enly able to approxi-
mate to it. Mr. Kennedy, in his introduetion (o the last cemnsus,
says: * Very full statistios of marrisges have been colleoted in
the differeat countries of Burope, s leading indication of which
may thus be stated: eut of every 31 persons above the age of
18 years, 11 are married, 8 havo been 09, and 7 are unmarried.
Or, eloven are living in marriage, the twelflh is & widower, the
thirteenth and fourteonth are widews, and the remaining seven
have never been married.” Now, if we suppose that the dis-
eouragements to marriage ia Burope from the large liability te
military servies, and frem clender means, ssusnlerbalance tho
disecuragements here from the exoess of 780,000 males, distrid-
uted mainly in the Western States and Tervitories, wo may ooe-
olude that fully ene-third of our male and fomale pepulation
withia the marrisgeable ages, remain uamarried all their lives.
A faot which needs the attentien of sensible men and women far
mere than three-fourths of the questions which abeerd ia their
tura the publie mind.
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about your rights, do you not see you may make men
more selfish than they are? If the sexes are equal in
the meaning of being alike, is not all that fine Amer-
ican sense of respeot and even reverence for woman,
which strikes travelers so curiously, a piece of non-
sense and folly? If you insist upon equality of

rights, you may get more equality than will be -

pleasant to you—such equality as puts woman to
making roads and digging ditches in France and
Germany, and unconcernedly allows women to stand
while men sit even in England. Carry out the ides
of equality of rights, as understood by the *“ Woman's
Rights’ Societies,” and see how long these gentle

oourtesies which now sweeten and exalt our manners .

will endure.

Bat, to retarn to the subject of wages, another
reason of the poor wages given to sewing and other
women, is the fact that so many of them do such
poor work. It is like the case of the minister
who was condoled with by a friend for the very
small salary he received. The minister was at least
bonest. “ Yes,” he said, it is very poor pay, but
then it is very poor preach.” A good dross-maker or
tailoress in New York or Philadelphia cannot only
get good wages, but has generally to be engaged by
her customers about six months in advance. A good
nurse is not only well paid, but she also is difficult
to secure at all. A capable lady lectarer, or writer,
or artist is apt to receive even more than & man of
the same amount of capacity. Anns Dickinson,
Ristori, Rosa Bonbeur, Harriet Hosmer all receive
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better pay than would be given to men of equal
ability. Womanhood commands s premiom often of
itself—as manhood often does of itself. And the
scale does not so frequently turn in favor of the man
as our lady reformers seem to imagine. Where
women oompete with men, and their qualifications
aro equsal, the general law in this country, I should

. say, was to give them the preference.®

This would seem to be in conformity with the chiv-
alric code of female precedence, which obtains not
only in matters of little importance, as some may
oonsider them, such as the right to the best seats at
s lecture, in & car or stage or steamboat, the best
rooms in & hotel, the only seats at s ball or party,
sad which really do involve a great amount of per-
sonal comfort and enjoyment, but in matters even of
life and death. For in the case of leaving » wreck
at sea, the same rule holds, even if the vessel he
going down. And eo-as to the perils of war; the
man meets them, the woman is shielded by her sex.
In one word, the man takes the front, if discomfort
or danger is before; the rear, if it is behind.

In social life, s young lady, with nothing else than
beauty and wit and womanhood to recommend her,
may become a power ; may, besides, have opportunity
after opportunity to beoome the respacted head of an
opulent home. While the young man, her brother,
and just as handsome for & man, and just as intelli-

*8¢0 “ Room Highor Up,” aa article from the Now York /o
depondent, in Appepdiz.

1‘







“h A2

"8 FEMALE SUFFRAGB.

gent sad spirited, is comparatively s nobody. Young
ladies frequently have gone to Washington, for in-
stance, and in a month or two have become ac-
quainted with the leading statesmen of the country ;
s0 well aoquainted, in fact, that they really possessed
sad could exert, if they chose, considerable influence.
Their brothers go to Washington, and are nothing.
In all these cases, the mere fact of womanhood in-
sures superior pleasure, safety, position, and power.*

But not even women can avoid the sad neces-
sity of taking the bitter with the sweet. Their lot
has its peculiar trials and inconveniences, as well as
its peculiar felicities. Just as they have the almost
unequaled bliss of maternity, and the often terrible
pein of child-bearing.

I do not see anything better, therefore, than to
educate our girls and young women with a reference
to what we hope they may become : the beloved wives

- of honorable and noble men, the happy mothers of

beautiful children, the venerated mistresses of com-
fortable homes. If we can add to this education
some insight into and mastery over occupations which
sre in demand, and thus increase their chances of
employment, if they should be thrown hereafter upon
their own resouroes, of course it will be all the better.

© The Buglish traveler, Hepwerth Dizon, in his receat boek,
speaking of an incident which bappened to him and his com-
panien ia the West, says: **We look ot cach other wenderingly,
for, in this paradise of women, & petticest is secustemed to
earry all things before it—the best resm at o hetel, the highest
”uhﬂsﬁo“mh.oﬁ.hq&od”ﬂ’dﬂ
right.”"—Now Ameriss, p. 88.
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Health must, however, be secured in the first place;
no matter what a woman or & man is to be, there is
no success possible without bodily health and vigor.
After this should come as good and complete an in-
tellectual education as possible. How to make bread,
oook a dinner, and do general housework are, perhaps,
of even more importance. Then sewing, which should
include s knowledge of how to make their own dresses
snd their own bonnets. Music is desirable, and
dancing, which, including the fancy dances, is often
better than calisthenics for exercise, snd the promo-
tion of bodily grace and vigor.

Saying we have done all this, and our daughters
do not marry, must they remain idly st home? I
think not. Unless their duties at home are such as
to satisfy them, let them seek elsewhere for any oo-
cupation that becomes s woman. Let them obtain
employment as servants, factory-hands, milliners,
dress-makers, teachers, clerks, housekeepers, singers,
artists, writers, physicians to their own sex—even
lecturers and ministers in those exceptional cases
where nature has given them the peculiar gifts re-
quired. And should s woman who is exceptionally
made in her physical organisation, determine to be-
oome & blacksmith, a stone-mason, or a tesmster, I
would not put a bar in ber way. Exoeptional cases
would seem to have exceptional rights. But I would
not by the enactment of any general law, or by the
foroe of general education, encoursge or train up
other women to follow her example. Thus, if »

“ woman felt & great interest in politioal questions, such
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a8 those of Free Trade and the Currency, I would
find no fault with her lecturing or writing upon those
subjects, but I would not confer the right of suffrage
upon all her sex, in order that she might be allowed
to vote ; for that would be, in its practical workings,
to force women in general into the political arens,
and out of their appropriate sphere.

The advocates of the rights of women should re-
member that the lower rate at which women generally
are paid has at least this advantage, that it opens to

_ the sex new avenues of employment. No man will

pay six dollars for that which be can get for five.
When men receive higher wages than women, it is
because the employer thinks they are worth the dif-
ference. It is thus that as teachers, women are
oontinually supplanting men; and the same is true
of other avocations. There is no eloquence of &
Woman's Rights’ advocate equal to the eloquence of
getting the same quantity and quality of work for a
smaller sum of money.

But the employer also knows that what is less in
price is often really the dearer of the two. If he
wants skill, he knows that women are spt to fail,
because their liability to become wives at any mo-
ment, and thus be withdrawn from the businees, ren-
ders them less determined than men to perfect them-
selves. Besides, if the man marries, he will stick
closer to his trade than ever, and be a more reliable
workmea; while the womaa will absndon the trade,
sad thus much labor that her employer may have.
bestowed upom her to teach her his pecaliar ways and
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increase her skill, be wasted. All such considera-
tions affect the value and wages of labor.

I contend, therefore, that the extension of the suf-
frage to woman would neither increase her wages, nor
open new avenues of employment to her, except as
it tended to divert her energies from those congenial
fields of duty which her peculiar orgsnisation, phys-
ical, mental, and spiritual, fits her for, to employ
them upon those which by the same great law of
mental and physical organisation are peculiarly the
sphere and business of man. And that by eo doing,
not only would woman's appropriate work in this
world suffer, but man’s would suffer also.

The field of labor and knowledge is so wide al-
ready—while with every year it is becoming wider
—that it is impossible for human beings with only
the average amount of time and energy to compass it
sll. In labor, as also in knowledge, there are cer-
tain great branches which naturally sppertain to
man, and other great branches which as naturally
sppertain to woman. That a woman cannot become
s carpenter, s blacksmith, a laborer in the fields, s
seaman, & soldier, withoat injury to the gracefulnees
snd delicacy of her physical organisation, is s fact
which few will deny. And, as I have already said,
it matters not what the motives are which induoe or
compel her to such employments—the laws of the
physical world make no allowsnoe for motives. And
suoh employments, moreover, not only make the fo-
male body coarser, they also affect the mind, both by
reason of the natural sympethy between the two,
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snd on account of the frequent sacrifice of womanly
delicacy whioh they generally compel.*

®Dr. Morrill Wyman, of Cambridge, Mass., in & pamphiet
relative Lo the receat case of girl-whipping in that place, sets
forth the difference between the two sexes as follows:

“ Physiologically she is differest, aad to this I would mest
earncetly beg your atiention. Her blood corpuscles are smaller,
her nerveus system is of & mere delicate structurs, her brain is
lighter, and her muscles smaller; she is made for quickness and
vivaeity, but mot for strength and endurance. The same reasons

- which preveat her from sharing the rougher games aad plays of

beys, should protect her from suffering the harsher punishmeat
of boys.

“She is more seasible (0 internal emotions and external sen-
sations; aad I aseert, without fear of contradiction, that no
physician can be safely trusted to advise for the preservation of
health, or its restoration, who disregards even in the child the
distinotion of sex. The mest eventful peried of her physiolog-
feal life is speat in schiools. During this period there is mot
unfrequently mental uneasiness, irritability, and depression,
casily mistaken for petulance snd defience by the unwise, and
1 greatly fear has sometimes produced punishment for that for
which sho is answerable to her God alone.

*“Why should not girls be trested as boys? Becsues girls are
not boye. Every pareat having cbildren of both scxes knows
hat they have meral charasteristios which at onoe distinguish
them befere they arrive at the school age. They are weaker in
Sedy and mere sensitive in feeling, and are more ocoupied with
the impression they make upea others long befere they know its
value. That delicate semse of prepristy which distinguishoe
the wemeaa has already its georms in the girl. They seem to
kaow instinetively that they caanot rely upea physieal streagth,
and o0 instinctively eling to others for suppert and protection.

" Thay are geatle, desile, couiding, and affectionsts. They ex-

hibis these geatier qualities at home and in school in & thousand
ways; they hasten to moet their teacher as she appresches in
the merniag; they ren by ber side, thoy seise her hand, and
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In the field of mental labor and culture it is the
same. No woman who is also & woman in mind—
no harmoniously framed example of her harmonious
sex—naturally resorts to the more abstract and
severe studies. In the exceptional cases where
women do really enjoy such studies as political
economy, finance, snd the higher mathomatics and
sciences, we at once say, such a woman bas & mascu-
line mind—not meaning by the term a superiority of
quality, but & difference in kind.

The field of labor and knowledge thus dividing
itself naturslly into man’s work and woman's work,
with a large space in addition, which is common to
both parties, let each sex see that its own proper
businees is well done. In the rearing snd educating
of young children, the multitudinous cares of home,
the ministering to the poor and infirm of the neigh-
borhood, is & field of the utmost importance, and
wide enough to employ-the greater portion of the
energy of the female sex. When that and the kin-

evinoe their affection by kisses upea her chosks and reses upea
ber desk. The skillful and faithful teasher takes advantiage of
these qualities, especially of their docility, and se meulds them
that oorporal punishment is net ealy uanecessary, but it is
erwelty.

“With o rapidity of development unknowa in the ether sex,
she becemes & women, with all a womaa's refined seasibilities,
bopes, and fears. 8he new instinetively knows that upen the
goed impression she makes upen others is based hor hepes of
the future. If her physical organisation is sensitive, her spir-
itual natare is deubly seasitive, and it is this which makes
what she is.’ .
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dred portions of the field sacred to woman’s labor,
shall be so well occupied that there is female energy
to spare, it will be time enough for woman to enter
that portion of the field which nature, the mother of
custom, has peculiarly marked out for man. If the
heavier trades, and commerce, and agriculture, and
seamanship, and war, and the study of finance and
government, and government itself, be not peculiarly
the man’s portion of work in the businees of this
world, thea there is no real and vital difference in the
physical and intellectaal constitutions of men and
women, sad the race, from its very commencement,
bas been laboring under a profound delusion.

Is womsn doing her own work well? We com-

mend this question to our female conventionists. If
she is not, would it not be wiser to direct their ener-
gies to the better managoment of their own peculiar
business? Are the women of our land good house-
keepers? How many of these fomale reformers can
cook s good dinner, bake s light and sweet loaf of
bread, properly rear a family of children, and make
her own bonnot and her own dress? If they can do

these things, and have so much uncmployed time on

their hands as the attendance of these numcrous

ings snd conventions would seew to imply, would

it not be well to teach the tens of thousands of their

_ignorant sisters how to do them also?* Instead of
complaining of the miserable wages peid to miserable

Oumhumummm.n—u ]
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workwomen, would it not be better to organize socie-
ties to teach these workwomen how to do better work,
snd thus enable them to secure better wages? I
graut that it would not minister to vanity so much,
it would not secure so much applause from a circlo
of foolish sisters, and more foolish brethren, but it
.vonld do vastly more good. And this is really what
is wanted, and is a work that would absorb s large
lp.l'o“]l)o‘rtim: of the female reformatory energy of the
nd.

® The Philadelphis Public Ledger, of s recent date, says:

¢There is in New York aa admirable institution doing great
good, with but e small expeaditure of money, known as ‘Tho
Working Women's Protective Union.’ It was seme time age or-
ganised by & fow gentiemen, for Lhe laudable purpose of improv-
fng the condition of the large clase of females in New York who
are depeadent upon their industry for e livelibood. The ebject
was to bring women aad their work together, to inform females
where they could procure respectable employment, and to in-
form employers where they eould obtain the femalo help they
may require. The necessity for an organisation of this sort lies
in the peculiar relations sttending female smployment. Respect-
able women and girls eannot (exoept at the risk of words and
looks from whish they weuld shrink as from a blew) go to work-
shops aad ask for omploymeat the same ss men. They, there-
fore, rest under & deubdle disadvantage—in not knowing where
to ind their work, er in being preveated from seeking it by the
wretched standard of morsls in maay places of business, and
alse in the work set being able to ind them. The Werkiag
Women's Protestive Union was formed to remeve these difieul-
ties. It has aa ofise at which women and girls are informed
where and hew they may oblaia the omploymeat for which they
are best qualified, and omployers can easily preeure the kind
of help they need. The seslety reperts the following as the
smeuatl of wages generally carned by sewing-wemea durisg

: 8
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Let our female reformers therefore, instead of con-
cerning themselves so much with the shortcomings
of their brethren, look at home. There will be found
work for the balance of their carthly lives. We think
we are not in error in asserting, that at present the
average of the work done by women, is not equal to
the average of that done by men—not that men's
work is anything to boast of. Probably when these
ladies have improved the working abilities of their
sex, when they have taught the poor needle-women
bow to sew and make dresses, when they have taught
Biddy and Judy bow to cook and bake bread, when
they have taught their own daughters also how to do
these things, and moreover how to dress and to keep
house economically, when they have taught women
generally that there really is no degradation in do-
mestic service, and that it is better to have a comfort-
able home and two dollars a week, than to do miser-

1866: oloakmakers, $8 per week; shirtmakers’ operators, $7
to $8 per week; boys’ clothing, $4 to $5 per week; cuff and
oollar operators, $8 (o0 $9 per week; umbrells sewers, $5 per

. week; buraishers, $4 (o $5 per week; military work, $4 (o $5

por weok; button-hole makers, $3 per week ; dressmakers, $3
to $5 and $10 per week; fur sewers, $4 Lo $7 per week; ma-
ohine operstors, $7 to $10 per week ; vestmakers $4 o $8 per
week. :

“It alse reperts that during the pest year $279 applicaats

. were furnished with employment, the whele sumber applying

belag 18,177. In the same period 4216 women applied for sad
ressived infermation, advics, or frieadly assistance in letler
writing, ots., on matiers net ontirely conncetled with the pur-
suit of thelr respestive branches of laber.”

A ssmewhet similar institution, called the “Young Women's
Christisn Asseslatics,” is in operation in Besten.
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able needle-work and feed yourself at twonty-five
cents s day—whon they have done thess greatly-
needed things, a large proportion of the evils and
sufferings of which they now bitterly complain will
have disappeared. No doabt, however, there still will
be plenty of suffering, for women as for men, from
poverty, disease, and unhappy matrimonial relations.
But the cure for these will seldom be found in the
ballot-box, either in the case of man or of woman.
As the poet says:

“ How small, of all that human bearts eadure,
That part which laws or kiags can casee or cure I

For law is apt to do even justice unjustly. It fosters
ono interest, but it crushes another. It rights one
class, but it wrongs another class. It reprosses oer-
tain outward forms of vioe and immorality, but the
evil spirit adds hypocrisy and deceit to itself, and
beocomes more of a reprobate than before.

The most that men, as well as women, should gen-
erally ask of the law, is simply to be protected in
their persons and property, and to be let alone. So
far as any griovances in the laws relative to women

have boen pointed out, and urged upon ouwr state

legislaturos, they have been cheerfully and promptly
cmended. In some instances these changes have left
the law really unfair to man, even when looked at
from the “woman’s rights’ ** point of view. Where
such smendments have not been mads, it has simply
been owing to the fact that not even » small minority
bave urged them. I think, for my own part, that the
benefit derived from these changes bas been very lit-
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tle, as I think the evil laid to the laws as they pre-
viously stood was very much exaggerated. Still I
favored the change. Aund if any farther changes are
demanded, let them be fairly weighed, and if at all
Just and reasonable—or even if not altogether unjust
and unreasonable—be granted. But, apart from
the demand for the suffrage, which is urged partly
on the plea of procuring the change of unjust laws, I
cannot see, after considerable reading of the proceed-
ings of the reformatory conventions, that any specific
law is complained of. There is a general complaint
of injustioe and oppression, but few specifications.
What do you want, lady reformers? Do you wish,
a8 some seem to, the right to keep your own family
names, if you choose, when you marry? I see no
great objection to allowing it? Do you wish your
husbands to assume your names? I see no great
objection to it, if they are willing. In fact, I think
in the cases of some of you whom I could mention,
did not courtesy forbid, there would be an obvious
propriety in their so doing. Do you wish to hold
property in your own name? A number of the
states have already enacted this, and the others will
do it, if their women desire them to. It is merely
the allowing of that to be done directly, which has
heretofore besn done indirectly. Make your de-
mands, ladies; come down to.particulars, and let us
hear what law it is of which you complain.®
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But while legislators can alter laws, they cannot
alter constitutional differences, and the customs rea-

‘sonably based thereon. They cannot change men

into women, or women into men. It is the Creator,
and not human laws and customs, who is responsible
for its being the portion of woman to bear and nurse
and care for the young children of the land. You
may esteem it, as tho great majority of women do,
sn honor and a glory; or, as some of your own
strong-minded class do, & penalty and a shame; it
alters not the fact that the Creator has made it your
special duty in this world. It may be, if the recent
soientific thoory of progressive development be true,
that men, through the force of law and custom and
constant trial, might be developed at least into &
degree of nursing ability, in the course of some
millions or billions or trillions of centuries; but s
great deal of energy would be wasted in doing it,
and the burden, after all, only be shifted, not de-
stroyed. We think things are better arranged as
they are; and, if not, the improved development
would hardly be accomplished during the existence
of this earthly sphere.

The undenisble fact that our legislative bodies
have cheerfully made such changes in the laws as
were asked for even by & small minority of women,
proves how false is the assertion that it is neessary
that women should vote, in ‘order to bave their just
rights respected by law-makers and judges; as if
men, especially American men, could not be trusted

8e®
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to do simple justice to their own mothers and wives
aud sisters! If it had come to this, and the great
majority of American women really believed this,
marriage with them, in the high sense of the word,
would be no longer possible, but only s sexual and
household partnership.

But I should wrong the women of America oven
by supposing for & moment, that they could do such
injustioe in their hearts to their husbands and sons
and fathers. It is only s few inharmoniously de-
veloped, or improperly educated, or unbappily cir-
cumstanced women who indulge in this general slan-
der. Such women may be very intellectual, and yet,
from a deficiency in their womanly nature, be very
unsound in judgment upon all matters referring to
the relations of the sexes. There is more good
sense in the simple assertion of a true, harmoniously-
proportioned woman, that she does not want any
more rights than she already has, than in long col-
umns of unsound reasoning and frothy declamation ;
for the simple perception of & large and well-bal-
snoed nature comes nearer the abeolute truth than
all the labored efforts of an unbalanced one. In-
tellect alone, in man or woman, can never discern
high moral truth. And thus the simple instinct
even of a woman who cannot give a reason, is often
really worth more than all the long and distorted
arguments of what is called, with a close approxi-
mation to the fact, a-*‘strong-minded "’ woman; for
this term “strong-minded " originates in a popular
perosption that ia these women the reasoning por-

_ -_.___.__‘ c—
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tion of the nature is developed in excess—and excess
in exocess is monstrosity.

I would say, therefore, to the true women of
Americs, have faith in your instincts. God might
have made you men; but it is not your shame, but
your glory, that He did make you women. Be not
ashamed of your sex, its peculiar functions, its pecu-
liar duties, its peculiar sphere. 8till refuse, as you
ever have refused, to injure the harmony and femi-
nine beauty and gracefulness of your physical and
spiritual organisation by striving to be as men are,
to do the things which men do, to compete for the
peculiar prises which men compete for. Your na-
ture and functions and sphere are different. Let
masculine women and feminine men admire each
other, as they always bave done. For you, be the
admiration and love of sall true men, by being your-
selves distinctly and unequivocally, in body, mind,
and epirit, in character and in sphere, true, femi-
nine, graceful, and harmonious women.*

® As aa illustration of the power fer good which lies in sim-
Ply being & graceful and refined wemaa, I quole the following
from Hepworth Dizou’s aceoust of the mining City of Deaver,
in Colorado:

*If I may believe tho witnesses, the advent of & desea Bag-
lish and American ladies, whe came oui with their husbands,
has done far more for Deaver Lhas the genins aad eloquence of
William Gilpia. A lady is & power ia this couatry. From the
day whoun a silk dress aad o lace shawl were esen in Main Sireet,
that theroughfare became passably clean and quiet ; eaths were
less frequently heard; kaives were less frequently drawa; plo-
tols were less frequeatly fired. .Neme of these things have

-
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« For womaa is not undeveloped man,
But diverse : could we make her as the man,
Sweet love were slain, whose dearest bond is this,
Not like to like, but like in difference:
Yet in the long years liker must they grow;
The man be more of woman, she of man;
He gain in sweetness and in moral height,
Nor lose the wrestling thews that throw the world ;
She meantal breadth, nor fail in childward ecare :

_ More as the double-natared Poet each :
Till at the last she set herselfl to man,
Like perfect music unto noble words;
And 80 these twain, upon the skirts of Time,
Bit side by side, full.sum’d in all their powers,
Dispensing harvest, sowing the To-be,
Sell-revereat each and reverencing each,
Distinet in individualities,
But like each other even as those who love.
Then comes the statelier Eden back to men.”

osased ; far, very far, is Deaver from peace; but the yeung
Neorse gods have begua (o feel rather ashamed of swearing in o
lady’s pressnce, aad of drawing their knives before a lady’s
1200."—New Americs, p. 100.

APPENDIX.
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APPENDIX.

NEW YORK OITY.

(Bee page 18.]

Mg. Parrox, in his pamphlct on * The Government
of the City of New York,” describes the twenty-four
Councilmen, a majority of whom were elected as Re-
publicans and Reformers, as follows :

“The tweaty-four Councilmen who have provided
themsclves with such ample assistance at such costly
accommodation are mostly very young men—the ma-
jority appear to be under thirty. Does the reader re-
meniber the pleasant description given by Mr Haw-
thorne of the spriihtly ({oung bar-koeper who rainbows
the limring drink so dexterously from one tumbler to
unotier? That sprightly young bar-keeper might stand
as the type of the young-men composing this Board.
There are respectable men in the body. There aresix who
have never knowingly cast an improper vote. There is
one res ble ghyoiciw. three lawyers, ten mechanics,
and only four who acknowledge to be dealers in liquors.
But there is a certain air about most of these young
Councilmen which, in the eyes of a New Yorker, stamps
them as belonging to what has been styled of late years
‘our ruling class’—butcher-boys who have got into
politics, bar-keepers who bave taken a leading part in
primary ward meetings, and mmg fellows who hang
sbout engine-houses and billiard-rooms. A stran
would naturally expect to find in such & Board men w
have shown ability and acquired distinction in private
business. We say again that there are honest and ee-
timable men in the body ; but we aleo assert that there

(%)
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an individual in it who has attained sny consid-
::b?e rank in the vocation which he professes. If we
were to print the list here, not a name would be gen-
erally recognized. Honest Christophor Puliman, for
example, who leads the honest minority of six that
vainly oppoee every scheme of plunder, is s young
man of twenty-seven, just beginning business as &
cabinet-maker. Honest William B. White, another of
the six, is the manager of & printing-ofice. Honest
Stophon Roberts is s sturdy smith, who has a shop
near the wharf for repsiring the iron-work of ships.
Morris A. Tyng, another of the honest six, is a young
lawyer getting into practice. We make nore upon
these facts, being only desirous to show the business
standing of the men to whom the citizens of New
York have confided the spending of sundry millions
sonum. The majority of this Board are about
equal, in point of experience and ability, to the man-
t of an oyster-stand in & market. Such expres-
sions as ‘them laws,’ ‘ sot the table,’ ‘ Seventy-first rig-
ment,’ and ‘ them ugnmu is played out,’ may bo heard
on almost any Mondsy or Thursday afternoon, bot‘;oon
two and three o’clock, in this sumptuous chamber.

If any one wishes to sce how these gentlemen man-

age New York City, wo commend him to Mr. Parton’s
phlet. Official poculation was probably neveroarried
mnh s popular vernment to such a gross and un-
blashing extrome. e quote somo instancos :

«The total failure of the contract system is a case
in poiot. To check jobbery and favoritism, it was
enacted several years that ail work done for
the city, and sll commodities supplied to tho ecity,
mhvdmmmo,shouldbethembjoctof
mmwhuwudod.mdmnoﬁeqwtbolowm

The coutract system, so far from g:dmnf.‘cﬂ‘:

it is common for fietitious bids to be sent in, for genuine
o..hbehonghol.ndforpmhlwhombutpw
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of the proposals. Largo iron contracts, for examplo,
have been awarded before any one of the great iron
firms have been aware that such contracts were in the
market ; and they have been awarded to men who never
melted a pound of iron, nor had any means whatever of
doing the work. To a pork-butcher was assigned the
contract for building a very costly bridge over a wide
river; and the difficult work of grading an avenue, hilly
and rocky, has been awarded to a politician ignorant of
the most rudimental engincering. We have before us
a successful bid for supplying the city offices with sta-
tionery, in which we find the bidder offering to supply
¢ blue folio post’ at one cent per ream ; ‘ magnum bonum
pens’ at one cent per groes ; ‘lead pencils’ at one cent
perdozen; ‘ English sealing-wax’at one cent per pound ;
and eighty-three other articles of stationery, at the uni-
form price of one cont for the usual parcel. This was
the ‘lowest bid,’ and it was of course the one accepted.
It appeared, however, when the bill was presented for
yment, that the particulsr kind of paper styled * blue
olio post’ had never been called for, nor any consider-
able quantity of the other articles proposed to be su)-
plied for one cent. No one, strange to say, wanted
‘magnum bonum’ pens at one cent a gross, but in all
the offices the cry had beon for ‘ Perry's oxtra fine,’ at
throe dollars. recly any one had used ‘envelopes
letter-size’ at one cent per hundred, but there had been
countless calls for 'ounel:rt note-sise’ et one ocent
each. Betwuen the led ¢ blue folio 'at one
ocont per ream. an tho paper called ‘foolscap extrs
ruled,” st $5.50, the difference was too slight to be per.
ceived ; but every one had used the foolscap. Of what
avail are contracts, when the oficials who award them
and the other officials who pay the bill, are in league
withtbommrtocudtborubllcmqf"
. . s . s
“Such are some of the consequences that have resulted
from admitting to the polls unquaiiied and untaxed
men, in 8 dt{ which catches retaine the worst of
tho foreign immigration, and where there are seven
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voters to every fivo nstive. In New York
':?‘m seo the aut:y of things contemplated by
Daniel Webster in his Pittsburg speech, when eu!tg;i‘i
“Who would be safe in any community where politi
wer is in the hands of the many, and property in the
Km of the few I’ Such sn unnatural state of things,
be added, could nowhere long exist. Political power
in the City of New York is in the hands of scventy-
soven thousand foreign voters and fifty-two thousand
native voters; while tbe great bulk of the property of
the city is owned by about fifteen thousand persons.
Political power in New York simply means the power
to steal with impunity tho property of those fifteen
thousand persons. * * * Although the system of
under has now been in operation for suzieen years,
g‘uring which the public thieves bave stolen not less
then fifty millions of dollars, not one man of thom
bas ever been punished, nor even mado to disgorge.
« The result of sl this plunder is that in thirty-six
ears the rate of taxation in the City and Coung of
iiew York has increased from two doliars and & half to
forty dollars per inbabitant ! In 1880, the city was
governed for half a million dollars. In 1865, the entire
government of the island, including assessments on
private property for public improvements, cost more
than forty millions of dollars. In 1830, the population
of the city was little more than two hundred thousand.
It is now about one million. Thus, while the populs-
tion of the county is five times greater than it was in
1830, the cost of governing it is sixteen times groater.
such is the valuc of the productive proporty
owned by the city —so numerous are the sources of rev-
enue from that property—that able men of busioess are
of the deliberate opinion u'mduw company could
govern, clean, sprinkle, end ot
taking a8 compensation ooly the fair revenuo to
derived from its property. Take one item as an illus-
tration : under the old excise system, the liquor liconses
ymndnwdollmw.nnnn; under the
Rew, they yield ome million and a quarter. Take an-

£
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other : the Corporation own more than twonty miles of

wharves and water-front, the revenue from which does

not keep the wharves in repair; undoera proper system,

they w?'uld yield a million dollars above the cost of
irs,

Mr. Parton believes that the only remedy for the ex-
isting corruption is in a restriction of the suffrage; and
he estimates that by refusing the right of voting to
every man who cannot read English composition of
medium difficuity, no fower than fiftcen thousand votos
would be excluded in New York City, and the control
of the government would be given back to its legiti-
mate owners, the virtuous and industrious portion of
the inhabitants. He thinks, moreover, that no man
should be allowed to vote at any city or State election
who has not paid a direct tax; and tl{nt that tax should
vary with the wholo amount to be raised. This leat
seemis to us a very excellent suggestion. A direct
personal tax, ranging from ten to twenty dollars, ac-
cording to the expenses, and without payment of which
no man should vote, would have a most desirable effect
in promoting economy and good government.

Mr. Psrton says: “The question now occurs: how
was it that a city containing so maay public-spirited
and honorable men fell into the control of a gang of
thioves ?

It has all come about in one goneration. Within the
memory of men still living the affairs both of the city
and the State of New York were so well managed that
other States and cities were glad to copy their methods
of doing public businesa. The time was when men,
after a brilliant career in Congress, regarded it as pro-
motion to be Mayor of the city; when a seat in the
city logislature was the coveted roward of a lifotimo
of honest dealing in private business; when a scat in
the State Le re was the usual first step to the
bighest places in the nationsl government ; when the
very ward committess were composed of eminent mor-

chaats and lawyers ; and when even to serve as secro-
tary to a ward committes was a feather in the cap of
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bank-teller or head book-keeper in a great house of
business. In other words, the time was when the city
was governed by its natursl chiefs—the men who bad s
divine right to govern. Nay, more: it was once a dis-
tinction to be a voter, since none could vote who were
not bouseholders. None could vote who had not given
their fellow-citizens some evidence of an ability to vote
nndeuundlng:{. and some indication of a disposition
to vote correctly. The particular test selected we do
pot admire; and all we can say in favor of it is that it
was better than none. It did exclude the great mass of
ignorance and vice ; it did admit the great mass of in-
telligence and virtue; it did answer the purpose in a
respectable degree.

“This system was changed by the Constitutional
Oonvention of 1881, which abolished the household
restriction, and admitted to the polls all citizens, na-
tive and foreign, except convi criminals and mad-
men. Among those who opposed this fatal change was
Martin Van Buren; and all the dire consequences of it
which be predicted have come upon the city. He said
it would utterly corrupt the politics of New York, by
giving it over into the hands of ten thousand ignorant
or vicious men, whose votes could not be overcome. It
would ‘dri;e from the polls all sobor-mindedﬁpeoplt;.’
from mere of ng any good by voting. It
would mo:;;.:r one powerful modvebyto virtue by
sbolishing the distihction between votors and non-
voters. g‘o be a voter, said Mr. Van Buren, is now
‘the proudest and most invaluable attribute of free-
men.’ It was one of the rewards of industry and
sslf-control. A proud day it was to a young mechanic
whea be left bis new home and his newly-married wife,
and walked, for the first time, to the polis to deposit his
vote. It stamped him a o man. He was
thenceforth o full-fiodged citisen, one of the masters of
the city, the rulrs of which were his servants; and
they knew it, and treated him accordingly. Mr. Van
Barea’s remounstrances were not heeded, and the old
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“The evil consequences did not immediately appear,
bocause the habit of selecting respectable men for tho
public service survived the system which had created
that babit.”

The New York Police Gaszelle, in describing a recent
fracas in the Board of Councilmen, during which an
iokstand was burled at the President, who, in return,
drew a pistol, thus describes thc members :

“ Civic and personal dignity have long since beon at
s melancholy discount in the official consultations of
the Board. We speak not now of the business manip-
ulations of the ‘ring,’ by which tho city trcasury is
systematically and openly plundered under the mask
of legislation. These councilmanic practices have be-
come chronic. Municipal robbery has been brought
down from the abetractions of more docorous science
to an abeolutely practical utilitarian art, and raids have
ocome to be as regularly made upon tho metropolitan
funds as ordinancos come up before the ‘City Fathers’
for legislative deliberstion. Those operations have
become patent to the most carcless obeerver, and are
conducted with such reckless grossness as to oxcite
neither curiosity or surprise. We say we speak not of
these things, but wo speak rather of that burlesque on
all legislative qualifications, moro recently nted by
the intellectual and moral developments of our eminent
POV casual glanos a the genera

“A casu ot the gen tion and form of
attitudinising of our junior board ':;.I‘eginhton, when
in grave deliberation, is quito sufficient to settlc thoir
spiritusl status. The pe abandon of there

ble would inflame the geamius of a artist.
The beavily-loaded faces, the not less beavy brown
lines, descri s curvature from the corner of their
mouths to the centre of their lips, and expressing a
confdential familiarity with the salivary essonce of the

['1d
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best of old Virginia’s staple, the well-stored lumbar
regions and the obeso pb mies in general that
there t themselves, would together form a group
for which it would be difficult for the moet accomplished
painter to find a suitable center-piece. Discharges of
the genuine elixir of the first quality of the fine-cut
narcotic are in ‘the full tide of successful experiment’
on every side, and one can mlz Elmee in any direc-
tion without encountering the bold demonstrations of &
genuine ‘ocientific squirt.’ The comfortably folded
petber limbe of the legislators, sometimes elevated to
ab angle of several degrees with their beads, intensifies
immeasurably the attractiveness of the general scene,
and when to this we add their collective muddled in-
telligence, gravely fumbling over documents whose sub-

they cannot comprebend, and repesting l.ngnsio
they cannot define or even spell, one would suppose the
ne zu ulire of legisiative absurdity bad been finally

”»

The New York Tribune recently ssid, in support of
the endeavor to take the management of the Public
8chools out of the hands of the citizens of New York:

“ It is & matter of the first importance that the man-
agement of our educstional institutions should be in
the bands of men of respectable position in society and
unexceptionable character. How far this condition
bas been complied with will be seen from the fact that,
:t;h.dgﬂ Mn\:hml: o:fmi'

y are b . & names of no
JSower (Aan ssvenissn are not lo be found in the City
Directery.”
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THE ANTI-OFFSPRING MOVEMENT.
[See page 60.]

This is proved by the extent to which tho anti-off-
spring practice has been carried in New England, and
wherever New England ideas prevail. It is the eso-
teric, the interior doctrine of the Woman’s Rights’
movement. These female reformers see that if thoy are
to act the part of men in the world, they must not be
burdened with the care of younﬁ children. 8o they
bave resolved to marry, but to limit, in certain ways
well understood in France, the number of their of-
spring. Dr. Allen, of Lowell, Massachusctts, contends

at the Yankee race is getting run out of New Eng-
land. In 1860 the foreign population (306,106) pro-
duced nearly one thousand more children than the entire
American population (970,960) of Massachusetts. It
is probable that the proportion of those who are of the
marriageable ages is greater amoag the foreign born.
But, even if we sup this to be the case, the dis-
E;onpordon in births must be very great. The Amer-

births are actually less than the American deaths,
and the size of American families is becoming small
by degrees and unbeautifully less with every genera-
tion. Dr. Allen tells us that in one town the first gen-
eration averaged 9-50 children to a family ; the second,
7-31; the third, 7:69 ; the fourth, 7-35; the fifth, 4-90;
the sixth, 3-84. In all the towns examined the first
settlers on an average had in each family from eight to
ten children; the three succeeding generations ranged
from seven to eight to each family, the ifth about five,
while the sixth to lees than three. It is sar
prising how many large families were once found in
thoee old towns. In one small town, settied in 1655,
the records attest that there were 36 families with 10
children oach, 39 families with 11 children each, 34
families with 13 childrea each, 18 families with 13 chil-
dren each, 1 family with 15, and 1—the crown of all—
with $1 childrea.. %lgbty-ln families in those old times
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could show 878 children—a juvenile regiment. “Then,”
says the doctor, with something of a pathetic lament
over a decaying generation, “large familics were com-

mon —now the exception; then it was rare to find

married people baving only one, two, or three children
—now it is very common. Then it was regarded as &
ealamity for s married couple to bave no children—now
such calamities are found on every side of us; in fact
they are fashionsble.” If this state of things continues,
Dr. Allen thinks that the foreign element will rapidly
obtsin & numerical superiority in the Commonwealth,
and, as universal suffrage is the rule, the political aleo.
We may add that this limitation of ring is not
ouly practised by those whode limited mesns might
m it excusable, l::)t‘by the wedthi:lalr eln?l:. In
foreigners, who increase as rapidly as they can,
are much poorer than the native citisens. Bat, in pro-
as Woman's Rights’ ideas prevail, are parents
ng ashamed of large families. It is not that the
New and women are unable to bear as many chil-
drea as ly, but that they will not.

From the Xew York Indopsadent (Radieal).
ROOM HIGHER UP.
(8ee page 77.]

It is sald of Daniel Webeter that when & young .

lawyer was expressing to him some solicitude at the
mwded.ppamogtbo profession, be comforted the
r by the assurance that there was *‘ always room

ones.
The s is applicable to all the occupations of
’c‘d‘ifmn to those of women. While de-

ploring the injustice often shown to women in the mat-
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ter of pay, it is important for overy young girl to re-
member that the better she qualifies herself, and the
higher she gets, the less inequality she will encounter.
In the highest walks there is no inequality at all.
Among aathors, artists, musicians, lecturcrs, and the
like, thore is absolutely no diffcrence betweon the pay
of & man and of & woman—at least, above a certain
grmle. If there is, it is likely to be in the woman’s
avor.
Thus, Mrs. Stowe was at one time Paid more per
%age than any writer of the “ Atlantic” stafl. Anna
ickinson probably averages more compensation per
lecture than any man now in the field. lg?stori is cer-
tainly paid more than any male actor. Ross Bonheur
and Harriet Hosmer probably obtain higher prices for
their works than if they werc men ; ccrtainly not less
high. And these professions are not yet filled, and
show no signs of being filled by women. There is
potitive dearth of first-class female writers for our
magasines; very few women who can write & good
story, for instance, even if sure of receiving filty or a
hundred dollars for it.* It is equally hard to find in our
cities a good female vocalist, who will sing at a concort
of the highest character for ity dollars a night. There
arc plenty of poor candidates in these occupations, but
few good ones.
The Independent published, s few weeks since, an
“ Appeal of & Western Woman " against the unjust in-
equalities in the payment of teachers. Yet the same
truth applies in this direction also. There is room
* higher up.” Every school committee-man knows
that, while there is always a flood of applications to
teach primary schools, the competition rapidly dimin-
ishes as the grade ascends; while to obtain a good
high-school teacher, who can take classes in Latin and
French, is exceedingly bard. As to Greek, it is bardly
to be thought of If in Burlington, lowsa, out of sixteecn
lady teachers, there are ‘s number” who can “read &
of Latin, Greek, or Hebrew, as readily as Prof.
‘z:‘rbwhw"ic must be a city unique in
os.
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At any rate, the case is very different in the Atlantic
States. In our schools all the European traditions as
to women’'s culture have been reversed. It is verf
common to find women wbo are superior mathemati-
cians, though it used to be thought that women were
denied that facuity. But it is very rare to find Ameri-
can-bred girls who are good linguists, whethor as to
ancient or modem tongues. Of those who seek places
as teachers the French accent is usually very bad,
while the knowledge of Latin is of the most shallow
and superficial kind. French must, therefore, be taught
by s foreigner and Latin by a man.

For these reasons the pay of assistants in our high
schools is steadily ascending, and it is hard to get a

one, at any price, in the language depsrtment.

e know of a committee which recently advertised
for such a teacher in & New England city. Out of balf
a dozen applicants, only one proved at all compotent.
8he was engaged at a salary of $750, which was soon
raised, at ber request, to $900. At that time there were
three male teachers employed by the city. All had
familics to support; all bad far severer duties than
hers; yet two out of the three had salaries less than
hers. And this is only a specimen of what is going on
all over New England. It is hard to tell what becomnes
of the really well-cducated girls ; it is certainly bard to
get them for teachers in the high schools.

One more instance, and ws have done. Thousands
of women are now employed as type-setters, a trade
which has been open to them for thirty years. Yet it
is very rare to find among these a good proof-reader.
It is & work commanding far higher pay, and demand-
ing mare thorough education, and a more sccurate habit
of mind. We know of one of the largest book-printing
establishments in the couatry, famous all over the land,
Soud proo 14 thelr workwomen. They had

among '
almost given it up in despair, when & young lady of
and accurate od Was recom-
mended to them. She 8000 learned the business, and
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;;);; receives as high wages as any man in their em-

Wo have not now space to go into the causcs of this
difficulty in getting first-class work from women. Somo
of the same difficulties lie in the way of obtaining it
from men also. Then there is the absonce or inforiority
of collegiate education for women ; and the low pay in
the lower stages, which no doubt discourages many.
A greater drawback than any of these, in our judg-
ment, is the fact that all young men, preparing them-
selves for any avocation, expect to mako it a means of

* support for life, and have therefore more inducenent to

thorough preparation than women, who only e
make the[:' own living in case of need, or gnumu':
mony gives them other duties. In that invaluable but
litle-known book, * Virginia Ponnv's Cyclopwdia of
the Employments of American Women"” (Boston :
Walker, Wise & Co.), this fact oonstantly appoars,
among her massos of statistics of all avocations. A
Joung man musé learn his business and stick to it, s
woman may—that is the great difference.

“THE MARRIED WOMEN'S ACTS.”
[8ee page 88.)

80 genoral has been the passago of theso Acts, that
we beliego there is scarcely a state in the Union !;rb::o
the principles of the common law have not heen relaxed
::mfaz)r foth the lt".lght in property of the wife. As s

of these i
k\g};g of those ws, we will refer to those of the fol-
EW Yorx.—Every woman possessod at marriage
of property, real or personal, or both, or who may ac-
quire property after marriage by git (other than from

® [ have derived this summary from * Bverybody's La "
published by 3ir. John E. . v
od by . Jo Petter, of Philadelpbis, asd have
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. . t
sband), devise, bequest, distribution, or any pa
2:: ::? her o?vn invention, may hold the same, al:da:g
fits, and income therefrom, o her 30 s
free from the conirol of her huabanw
and from allachment by his credilors. Such ”,‘,"“ y
" estate, or any pert of it, may be sold, ?onveye“, Mn-
Gevised by b, o f 3 078 SR maring
‘ between males and jem . By
i fter marriage. A married wom
:&:&? %o.co;tm:t debts to be peid at any future
time.
—Every woman at mar-
ﬁtP“o?m:t‘y‘;red orrgersonol, or both, or who ml:yr
8ltire such thercafter, either l‘)ly gﬁﬂ;el;::t;g:ét:r o:d
bor, holds the same, and & X .
?:o:n‘): thre'rofrom, for her own separale property',. {‘::c‘
from the control of her husband, and from allac

by credilors for his debts. A wife may diierose of her

ise or bequest as if she were
e ach 1 b{ n?:::sl:e exel:nqted in the presence of

':;l:’nhorued agents in her {mme; :lr::, for all «‘13::;.5:
juri by her to others, as tres 5
:i‘;ﬂum:ﬂ:‘mﬂ batteries, and the like. Her prop-

erty is also liable for all judgments rendered against -

i ither before or
d for debts incurred by her, either '
E ?:ell" ‘l:r::l!nge, or for injuries to the persons or proper

ties of others; and must first be levied upon before .

it is
"husband can be touched. Where sui
a::gtt:’:): n:e:suﬂu supplicd to the fomily, the op
erty of the husband must first be resorted ‘ol;)olta;e;
isinsufficient, th: wife’s se lyrm 3:?':% n;adye ot o
ided the wife person

zmrﬁcl"::}urneished ?voere neccssary for the suppo;t c:t; lt;l::
family of such busband and wife. The husban |
gell, mortgage, or in sny Way incumber the wife’s prop-

before
thout her written consent, acknowledged
:ﬂ éd‘:o o‘;‘“ o Court of Common Pless.
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MassacHuserrs.—Every married woman may hold
any property granted to her for her separate use with-

out the intervention of a trustce; and such property is

free from liability for her husband’s debts, and also from
his control, if the dced or will conveying or devising
such property is recorded within ninety days in the
office for Registry of Deceds for the county where the
husband resides, or, if he be not a resident of the State,
for the county where the grantor or devisor resides or
resided. Such separate property, in order to be freo
from creditors of the husband, must be invested in
Knblic stocks, real estate, personal securities, or house-

old furniture in actual use by ber; if invested in trade
or commerce, it i8 not oxempt. The wifc may deviso
ber separate estate, but the husband must indorse his
consent thereto upon the will, unless it is all devised to
him. A will of the wife’s separate estatc may, at any
time, be revoked by her, without the husband's consent.

NEw HaursaIRe.—Every woman possessed in her
own right at marriage of property, real or personal, may
hold the same to her separale use; may lease, sell, be-
queath by will, or otherwise dﬁrou of the same as if
she were unmarried; nor is the same liable for the
debts of the husband. A married woman, so possessed
of property, may prosecute a suit st law in relation
thereto for her own benefit in her own name. If a
married woman die, leaving no will, her property, real
and personal, descends to her heirs, as if sbe were single.

TxnnessEE.—The separate estate of a wife is exempt
from attachment by the husband’s creditors, during her
lifetime. The same, or any part of it, cannot be sold
by the husband without her consent and signature. If
the husband die, leaving no children, the wife is enti-
tied to all the real estate, after payment of dobts, to dis-
pose of as she may think proper.

ALABAMA.—The real and nal estate of &« woman
st marriage, together with all that she may thereafier
acquire by gift, devise, inheritance, or purchase, with
ber separato estate, remains her sndividual property,

10 '

s e cac s o
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hus-

1 liability for ber husband’s debts. The

{::dﬂ;':n:.mere tm{tee of tl;'er pl_-opgrt{.of ?h: ren'a' t::

d profits—not the principal

&w':::' Ii.:bilil:y to account .t;) th;tmfe nfo;;:l:) kt;u::.
wife’'s personal estate ca , ex-

gotp;:::fb:l:e consent l::d signature. Both are jomtlyf

liu’l’)lo for all goods supplied for the family, by order of

either. o at the
—All rty owned by the wife at |
ti;m“srrh“ ge, mp:il that s:: l.l:uyc:hoomuer pu:c ?n:a’
i ise,- uest, inheritance, pu A
::‘tlinflrr:{t: ;:::mmd income _t!:erofrom. 18 her m
arale property, free from liabilily for debls of
Ausband. by th
—All , teal or personal, owned by the
wi}':::.tim‘: lofmmge, or lﬂ:l’\v.l:ln u;:q:l,::-.ct; lr)g'rtaz
] , exempt from in
:l.el':te: mnl:::m exA eg:'wcy:::; of 1(‘ll:e mmi
of either must be by tl.lei'r joint - me. usband
acts as trustee of the wife’s property, an d’ri ol
ts, issues, and profits thereof during
l‘ia::im ‘hx;r;r:perty sccumulated dunng ;ubr:;:g‘o’;
b uest, or descent, ts owne
g:::m.’ gIii'uo'l' debts for family necessarics, (e &rzg
erly of the huban;! ':nud“ﬁnl be exhausled,
levying upon that of the wife.

ilmmm.—All property, real and non:’l, qw::d;
by a woman at marriage or acquired afterward, ‘:i her
separale properiy, cxempt from all liability for the de
of the husband.

Cauiroaxia.—All property, rcal and peu&nd, ?3;
longing to the wife at time of marriage, togother x
all she may acquire, remains ::rixpu":l; :::::e; ny

i ay carry on business name.
::"tb.:ddm:? l'\l:u nd or wife, the survivor takes one-

hat rty scquired.
by both, axeept b £l beqnt, or Inheranes). and the

by w&b’mmu of the deceased; if there
are 00 descendants, the survivor takes the whole.

‘am not nding fault with this—| am only stat
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Ruoox IsLAND.—Every woman possessed at mar
riage of property in hor own right, or who may acquire
Kroperty during marriage, by devise, bequest, or distri.

ution, holds the same to hor separate use, exempt from
lisbility for the debts of her busbaad, both during bis
lifetime, and after his death,

Wisconsin.—All property owned by & woman at mar-
riage, or afterward acquired, and all rents, issues, and
profits, is her separate property—and she may convey,
dis of, or bequeath the samo as if she were unmar-
ried. Such property is liable only for debts coniraoled
by her previous to marriage.

The foregoing instances will furnish a general ides of
the laws of the various States rolative to the rights of
married women in respect to bolding separate property.

Tbe busband in these States is still bound, as of old,

“to maintain the wife—the failure to afford her a propor
maintenance being suficient cause of itself for a divorce
in at least ten, and probably more States.
He also, in case of a legal scparation, is liable to the
payment of a regular sum for her support.
the principle of simple equality of rights, accord-
ing to the “radical” ideas, was to obtain in our laws,
the hushand would be no more bound to furnish & main.
tenance for the wife, than the wife for the husband.
And in case of a legal separation or divorce, tho bus-
band would Dot, as be is now, be liable to the payment
of alimony.*

The old or common law, in vesting the roperty of
the wife in the busband by the mere act o marriage,
was thus consistent with itself jn onforcin%tbe support

milder days, have divested the husband of his old priv-
ilege, while still holding bim liable to his old dnt{. I
ing it;

to
Prove thet whatever other men may do, we

'T:o&mm@h:q&mnbhu.dm hes
resen uired R0IS oourts Lo pay his
-uulLu,c?&.-d'uamm r Tereed
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men are disposed to desl not only justly, but gener-

oman. ,
w'lo :::.:n';eny that if the * woman’s rights’ " view

of the equality of the sexes was carried out, every law

ible

books rendering the h_usband respons
for o:r stmatnt: maintenance of his wife, according to his
cans . no difference would be

| mens et th ':Kﬁ;‘.%s... of the two in this re-

made between the
spect.

¢ children was con-
Moreover, 80 far as the su o .
the husband and wife would be equally li.‘:l:‘

Now, the busband is mainly lt?bh Even in cases W

. large separate pro y
mptopen'“;ms: gc‘::nlly first be exhausted before the
wife's can be touched.

THE LEGISLATURE OF PENNSYLVAKIA.
Mﬁmlnﬁcwnf”’&.lﬂ. .
Reporter—How Laws were Passed—
s‘:“esmi:'; z'om;uiuea n__Js the Legislature a De-
jve Bod
Hersitee = PHapELYEIA, MAY 87, 1867.
Eps. PaAILADA. Inqumzn:—8ince the adjournment

seesion Pennsylvania Legislature of 1867,
:::bl:lb“c pre:: l:: d:::nzcod it as venal and corrupt.

To the astonishment of the people, it appears that

pases ual astonishment of some mem
of mwu::‘u??nm were made, of which they knew

abeoluf til long sfter the adjournment.
'n.:'{h?::‘mnw nqlfire an exxlsmtion. As the
t of s Dewspaper st Harrisburg
me to that explanation

T
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plicit terms. It has never been so opportuno as at the

present time, when honorable men throughout the State

:ire endeavoring to find a remedy for legislative corrup-
on.

The session of 1867 opened without the discussion of
any measure of particular importance, except the Free
Railroad law. No rival corporations were in the ficld
to urge “special ” legislation. Every appearance indi-
cated o dull winter.

If it be true that many members had spent large
sums in sccuring their nomination and election, their
E’r:spects at that time of obtaining a return must have

ked gloomy. Yet one recourse appeared to be left.
If the people would not seek the law-makers, the law-
makers could seek the people.

Forthwith ingenious men devised a plausible system
of making business. They appointed committees with
varied powers. In jocular legslative circles they were
called “smelling committees.” The ostensible object of
their appointment was always ‘‘ to ascertain if such or
such evil existed, with power to send for persons and
papers, and to report, etc.” Armed with this authority,
they went out into the State from Erie to the Delaware.
They investigated the greatest variety of subjects, from
the rriuto books of a well-known capitalist to the price

f oil on Sugar creck. To prominent railroad managers
they came like hawks upon & brood of chickens. Each
committee resolved itself into one great mark of inter-

~ rogation, and placed its formidable “ why, how, when,

and where " before the victim, who tremblingly obeyed
its demands as the great seal of the Counmonwealth,

“with “ Virtue, Liberty, and Independence” blazoned

upon it, was ‘thrust before his eyes. These peregrin-
nﬁnwveui ting, fragmentary, legislative excursion.
ists all of their expenses paid by the State. What
good thing did they do?

If they were really appointed for any legitimate pur.
poee, never onos sohieved it. If they found any
ovil it oxists, for in no single oase did ever
remedy sl. If they were designed to secure m legis-
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they never succeeded in the effort.
l'l.‘g:; :ne:: ;')f':?;ﬁsibelz use to tho people, whatever
benefit may have accrued to the committecs. then

This was one form of legislation that was more
equivocal. There was another equally bad, if not worse.
Many members became speculators. _Although origin-
ally sent by the people, to enact oq::l lad\:a i:oe:l .Ll;)::;z
k their seats than they dev
:iolm tmr own friends, relatives and .cguuinum?o :
pamed therein as inco! nton‘.) ““ll"heoet l:::_lc g::inl :;
rposes, from the esta men

:l‘vlz g?ning companies, without enough land to bury
s dollar, to the construction of immense n!lrouds,
without enough capital to buy one rail. The legw‘l)tbt:m
of & grest Commonwealth thas became law jo tll-:,.
with & stock on band of charters to accommodate ;
market. It can readily be gmlved that an act in
which perbaps & dozen members were interested, was

N fre-

o to be successfully passed. Not un
:It::::y these speculstive laws (whether intrimicallyi or
pot) interfered with the vested rights of other part ;ll,
and became injurious to enterprises in which hovorable

men had expended years of toil and large amounts of

mm‘l’bm. two illustrations of the committee system snd
the charter & mintendedtoglnscorn;tm
of the gen monality of the session of 1867, and t
fllustrations lead to a point about which the peo}:cl;
know little or nothing, vis.:—The manner in wb
were made. .
h‘;: mete:lilo business, & man who. signs s promis- .
sory note which binds bis property, without first rud-m
ing it, is adjudged to be sn idiot. In or'dlnuy soc
life, s man who indorees an agreement without know-
ing its contents, is esteemmed s knave or & medman.
Yet (As logisiators of 1861 ectually passed laws a the
raie of thirty to the howr, without reading them except
by (heir titles. To sppreciste the enormity of this trans-
sction it must be remembered that thenhwo::dmﬁt:
govera the widow and the orpbaa, the d the
capitalist, mea of all religious creeds,
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ests and connections. A solemn duty, that of protoct-
ing the citizen in evory right that humanity holds dear,
thus degenerated into & farce. Day after day, whole

pages of printed titles were enacted into laws, without

the contents of the bills being read |

But this farce was rendcred even more ridiculous.
To give a color of deliberation to the transaction, it was
required in some cases that the person representing the
Legislative District to which the bill (by its titic) was
supposed to refer should say, “All right1” Whereupon
it passcd. An immense majority thus delegated to some
one man the exercise of all their o%n duty, ability and
judgment. Happy era of Arcadian simplicity, when
such confidence exists among men in high position, and
when the utterance of just two words, by just one man,

- will give to & half dozen pagos of unknown manuscript

the majesty of a law, representing the will and controll-
ing the actions of millions of people | Barcastic, indeed,
was the remark of a member of the house, that it would
save time to the bills by their numbers, without
the trouble of reading the titles.

This system produced its unavoidable results. Mem-
bers, officers, and reporters became entangled in the
mazo. Nobody knew exactly what bills had passed, or
what ones had fallon. The duty of the speakers and
officers was merely exocutive, and they had ncither the
power or ability to resist the wishes of a majority which
seemed determined to transform a deliberate body into
a machine for turning out laws with lightning rapidity.
To trace particular bills, and ascertaln their exact con-
dition was the Iabor of hours. They were numbercd
by thousands, and it was not uncommon for more than
one hundred new ones, in rough manuscript, to be in-
troduced at a single night session. At times, on
the special request of some member, one or more of
these would be considered and hurriedly passed, no
particular interest bei01 manifeated by any one in the
provisions of tho new law. Ancndmicots were piled

upon amendments, and in one case, eight new sections
were offered to a bill as s single amendmont.
Not unfrequently after some spparently trifling bill
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