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Introduction

NTC’s Pocket Dictionary of Words and Phrases is for persons
who are seeking to improve their ability to speak, read, write,
and understand American English. It is a small, portable dic-
tionary that will help learners with spelling, pronunciation,
parts of speech, meaning, irregular forms, and the appropri-
ate use of 12,000 common words and phrases.

This dictionary defines words using the smallest possible
vocabulary, but when it is necessary, additional words are used
to define difficult concepts. In many cases, more than one def-
inition is given, so the learner has additional help in figuring
out the meaning of a word or expression.

Phrases are entered in the dictionary in their normal alpha-
betical positions. Phrases are also indexed within the diction-
ary by means of cross-references. A cross-reference to each
phrase is found at the entry of each non-initial, major word
in the phrase. Thus, after account we find the cross-references:

—> COOK THE ACCOUNTS

—> GIVE A GOOD ACCOUNT OF ONESELF
—> SAVINGS ACCOUNT

—> TURN SOMETHING TO GOOD ACCOUNT

These cross-references enable a reader who can’t remem-
ber an exact phrase to find it just by looking up one of the
phrase’s key words.

Copyright 2003 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc
Click Here for Terms of Use. vii
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How to Use This Dictionary

Many of the entry words in the dictionary have more than one
sense. Please study all the relevant senses to make sure you have
found the right one.

Nominals (#.) that do not follow the regular spelling or
pronunciation rules in the formation of the plural are marked
irreg., and the form of the plural is given in the entry. Verbs
(tv., iv.) that do not follow the regular rules for the formation
of the past tense and past participle are marked irreg., and the
proper forms are given in the entry. The comparative and
superlative forms of adjectives (adj.) and adverbs (adv.) are
listed when there are forms—as with red, redder, reddest—that
replace, or that exist in addition to, the comparatives and
superlatives formed with more and most. After many of the
definitions, you will find comments, enclosed in parentheses,
containing further information about the entry word.

Keep in mind that the goal in using a monolingual learner’s
dictionary is not only to find the meanings of specific words,
but also to develop the skills needed to acquire new words and
senses of words from their actual use in context.

Copyright 2003 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc
Click Here for Terms of Use. ix
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Useful Spelling Rules

The following basic spelling rules equip the learner to create
and identify the most important derived and inflected forms
of regular English nouns and verbs.

Words that have important irregular forms that do not fol-
low these rules are identified in the dictionary.

Regular Verb Forms

Note: Many verbs that have irregular past-tense forms or
irregular past participles nevertheless form the present tense
and the present participle regularly.

For the third-person singular (the form used with he, she, it,
and singular nouns) in the present tense:

B Add -s to the bare verb. If the bare verb ends in y preceded
by a consonant, change y to ie and then add -s. If the bare
verb ends in s, z, x, ch, or sh, add -es.

like > Bill likes

cry > the baby cries
walk > Anne walks
buy > the man buys
carry > a truck carries
fix > she fixes

pass > it passes

notify > he notifies
catch > she catches

Copyright 2003 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc
Click Here for Terms of Use. xi
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Useful Spelling Rules

For the past tense and the past participle:

B Add -ed to the bare verb. If the bare verb ends in y preceded

by a consonant, change y to i before adding -ed. If the bare
verb ends in e, just add -d.

walk > walked

like > liked

judge > judged

try > tried

carry > carried
measure > measured

For the present participle:

B Add -ing to the bare verb. If the bare verb ends in a single

xii

e preceded either by a consonant or by u, drop the e before
adding -ing. If the bare verb ends in 7e, change ie to y before
adding -ing.

judge > judging
take > taking

ask > asking
carry > carrying
pay > paying
pursue > pursuing
hoe > hoeing

see > seeing

g0 > going

lie > lying
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Useful Spelling Rules

Doubling of consonants in participles and past-tense forms:

B When -ed or -ing is added to a word that ends in a conso-
nant (other than h, w, x, or y) preceded by a single vowel,
and the final syllable is stressed, then the consonant is
normally doubled. Thus commit and control, which are
accented on the last syllable, become committed and con-
trolling, but limit and cancel, which are accented on the first
syllable, become limited and canceling. Similarly, stop
becomes stopping, but look, in which the consonant is pre-
ceded by two vowels, becomes looking.

Within the dictionary, forms that do not follow these
doubling rules are noted in individual entries. The most typ-
ical exceptions to the doubling rules are words with a final ¢
that becomes ck rather than doubling, e.g., picnicking, verbs
that are compounds, and verbs with closely related noun
senses or more than one pronunciation. Outside the dictio-
nary, learners will encounter other exceptions, as well as
some variation, because sometimes another option, al-
though less familiar in American English, is also correct.

Regular Noun Plurals
To form the plural of a regular noun:
B If the singular form ends in s, z, x, ch, or sh, add -es.

kiss > kisses

box > boxes
match > matches
dish > dishes
bus > buses

xiii
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Useful Spelling Rules

B If the singular form ends in y preceded by a consonant,
change y to ie and then add -s.

baby > babies

library > libraries
university > universities
butterfly > butterflies

B For nouns ending in o, the regular plural form may be
formed by adding -es or by adding -s. For some words, both
spellings are possible. In this dictionary, each entry for a
noun ending in o specifies the correct plural form or forms
for that word.

radio > radios
potato > potatoes
tornado > tornados or tornadoes

B For all other regular nouns, add -s to the singular form to
make the plural.

table > tables

boy > boys

television > televisions
valley > valleys

An Important Note on the English Plural

The English plural is something that makes English very dif-
ficult for adults to learn. English nouns often cannot be made
plural, unlike their counterparts in other languages. There is
nothing that sounds more “non-English” than advice, infor-

xiv
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Useful Spelling Rules

mation, or baggage with the plural s on the end. There are
many American English nouns in this dictionary that the
learner should not attempt to make plural—ever! See a list of
these nouns in List A on page xvii. In addition, there are many
nouns in English that can be followed by the plural s that seem
to be plural, but really refer to kinds or types of the noun in
question. In the following entry, when the word margarine has
an s on the end, it refers to different kinds, types, or varieties
of margarine.

margarine ['mar dzo rin] n. a food made
from animal or vegetable fats, used in
place of butter; a spread for bread.
(Plural only for types and instances.)

There are many American English nouns that can take
the plural s while only referring to different kinds, types,
instances, or varieties of the noun. See them in List B on page
XX.

XV
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Lists of Words

These are important lists of words that can be consulted
quickly. For further information, definitions, and examples,
each word should be looked up in this dictionary.

List A

Nouns defined in this dictionary that never take the plural s.
See the entry heads listed for details.

admiration
advice
anybody
anyone
anything
applause
appreciation
Arctic
arrogance
assistance
attendance
aviation
awe
baggage
bathwater
blackness
bliss
bloodshed
bookkeeping
bowling
bulk
carelessness
cash

Catholicism
cattle
chaos
chatter
chess
citizenship
clothing
common
sense
confusion
consent
conservation
contempt
courage
cowardice
cream cheese
dark
darkness
daybreak
daylight
decay
destruction
devout

digestion
diplomacy
dirt
disgust
dishwater
distress
distrust
drainage
dust

ease

east
electricity
elegance
employment
endurance
equipment
esteem
estimation
evidence
excellence
fame

few

filth

flesh
former
freight
frostbite
fun
furniture
fuzz
glamour
gloom

golf
gratitude
greed

grief
grime
ground beef
guilt
happiness
health
hockey
homework
housework
hypnotism
ill will

Copyright 2003 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc
Click Here for Terms of Use.

TLFeBOOH

xvii



Lists of Words

importance
independence
indigestion
information
insurance
intelligence
interference
isolation
jazz

jet propulsion
jewelry
knowledge
laughter

law of gravity
leakage

left
legislation
leisure
lighting
lightning
likelihood
lint

literacy
livestock
logic

loot

luck

luggage
machinery
magic
magnetism
maintenance
malice
mankind
math

xviii

mayonnaise
menstruation
merchandise
Midwest
might
mirth
misconduct
mistrust
moderation
moisture
molasses
moonlight
morale
morality
more

most
motherhood
much
mucus
nausea
needlework
neglect
nightlife
nonsense
north
northeast
northwest
nothing
now
nutrition
obedience
occult
offspring
old age
ooze

opposition
outer space
overkill
overtime
ownership
oxygen
ozone
pantyhose
paradise
parcel post
parsley
participation
patience
peace

pep
perfection
perjury
personnel
persuasion
petroleum
photography
pity

plenty
plumbing
poetry
police

poor

pork
postage
poultry
poverty
precision
preservation
prevention

prey
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produce
progress
propaganda
prose
prosperity
prudence
psychiatry
psychology
publicity
punctuation
quickness
quiet
racism
rapidity
readiness
real estate
realism
reasoning
recklessness
recognition
recreation
redness
refuse
rejoicing
relief
research
revenge
ridicule

rot

rubbish
rudeness
running
rust
sadness
safekeeping



Lists of Words

safety
salt water
sameness
sanitation
sanity
sarcasm
say
scenery
schoolwork
science
scrutiny
scuba
seafood
seaside
seclusion
secrecy
segregation
self-
confidence
self-control
self-discipline
self-esteem
self-respect
self-service
selfishness
senility
seniority
serenity
seriousness
several
severity
sewage

sewing
sexual
intercourse
shame
shelving
shipping
shopping
shrewdness
shrubbery
shyness
sightseeing
significance
silver
silverware
simplicity
sincerity
sizzle
skepticism
skiing
slander
slavery
sleep
sleet
slime
slow motion
slush
small talk
smuggling
soccer
social security
software
some

something
sorcery
south
southeast
southwest
spaghetti
starvation
static
stationery
storage
strife

stuff
stupidity
sunlight
sunshine
supervision
surf
suspense
tact
teamwork
tennis
terrorism
thunder
tourism
traction
traffic
transportation
trash
twilight
underclothing
underwear
undoing

TLFeBOOH

unrest
upkeep
uranium
valor
vanilla
veal
vegetation
vigor
violence
vomit
warmth
wastepaper
wealth
wealthy
wear
weather
welfare
west
wetness
wilderness
willpower
wisdom
woodwork
worship
worth
wrath
wreckage
young
zeal

zest

zinc

Xix



Lists of Words

List B

Nouns defined in this dictionary that can take the plural s
resulting in the meaning “kinds, types, instances, or varieties
of.” See the entry heads listed for details.

action
addition
adhesive
adoption
adventure
agony
alcohol
amputation
appointment
architecture
ash

bacon

bait

ballet

bark

beer
behavior
bleach

blue

brass
bronze
broth
brown
butter

buzz

cake

cancer
candy
canvas

XX

caramel
cardboard
cargo
cement
cereal

chalk
champagne
change
charcoal
charm
cheese
cherry
chocolate
choice

cider

clay

cleaner
cloth

coal

coffee
combination
comparison
concern
confession
conflict
conquest
contraction
conversation
copulation

cord

cork

cost
cotton
court
crime
cruelty
crystal
debt
defense
denial
depth
destiny
detention
dew
difference
difficulty
dip
disagreement
discipline
discomfort
disgrace
division
divorce
dough
duck
dynamite
elm
enjoyment

TLFeBOOH

escape
evaluation
evil
examination
explanation
exposure
fabric
failure
fantasy
fashion

fat

fate

fear

feed

felt

fiber

fiction

film

fire

flight

flour

flu

foam

foil

food

force
friendship
frost
frosting



Lists of Words

fruit

fur

future

gas
gasoline
gauze
glass

glue

gold

grain
grammar
grass
gravel
gravy
gray
green
gum

ham
harmony
honey
horror
hurt
identification
immersion
increase
indentation
infection
influence
injection
ink
inspection
intensity
irritation
ivy

jam

jelly

juice
ketchup
landscape
language
leather
length
liquor
lotion
loyalty
lubrication
luxury
marble
margarine
meal

meat
meatloaf
medicine
membership
mesh
metal
meter
mileage
misfortune
mold
mortar
moss
motion
mousse
movement
mulch
mustard
mystery
mythology
noise

notepaper
novelty
number
oak

oil
opinion
orange
pain
paint
pardon
passion
pasta
paste
pastry
payment
pecan
pepper
performance
perfume
philosophy
pick

pie
pigment
pine
pink
pitch
pizza
plaster
plastic
pleasure
poison
polish
pollen
popcorn
poplar

TLFeBOOH

posture
powder
power
prejudice
primer
privilege
prohibition
promotion
pronunciation
prophecy
protection
pudding
purple
quarantine
race
reality
rebellion
red
redwood
regularity
regulation
religion
repetition
resignation
responsibility
rhythm
rice

rope
routine
sacrifice
salt

sand
sandpaper
satin
satisfaction

xxi



Lists of Words

sauce
scripture
seaweed
separation
shampoo
sherbet
shortening
silk

sin

skin

smell

soap

soil

soup
speculation
speed

stain

starch

stew

List C

stock

stone

stool

stress
substitution
subtraction
success
sugar
sunblock
sunburn
sunscreen
syrup

tape

taste

tea
technology
tension
terror

theft

theology
theory
thread

tile

tissue
tobacco
toil
toothpaste
torment
tradition
translation
triumph
twine

use
utterance
vacation
vaccination
variation
variety

varnish
velocity
velvet
victory
volume
walnut
war
wax
whiskey
white
wine
wood
wool
worry
yeast
yellow

Nouns defined in this dictionary that have irregular or vari-
able plurals. Plural variants are separated by “/”. The asterisk

o »

aircraft > aircraft

antenna > antennas/antennae
aquarium > aquaria/aquariums

basis > bases
bath*

beaver > beaver/beavers
bookshelf > bookshelves

XXii

booth*

means there is a unique feature of pronunciation. See the
entry heads listed for details.

buffalo > buffalo/buffalos/

buffaloes

cactus > cactuses/cacti

calf > calves

chairman > chairmen

child > children
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Lists of Words

cloth*

cod > cod

courthouse*

craftsman > craftsmen

crisis > crises

deer > deer

die > dice

doghouse*

dwarf > dwarves/dwarfs

elf > elves

elk > elk/elks

emphasis > emphases

fish > fish

fisherman > fishermen

focus > focuses/foci

foot > feet

footpath*

formula > formulae/formulas

fowl > fowl/fowls

fungus > funguses/fungi

gentleman > gentlemen

goldfish*

goose > geese

grandchild > grandchildren

greenhouse*

half > halves

hippopotamus >
hippopotamuses/
hippopotami

hoof > hooves

house*

index > indexes/indices

knife > knives

leaf > leaves

life > lives

lighthouse*

loaf > loaves

man > men

medium > mediums/media

mink > mink/minks

moose > moose

moth*

mouse > mice/(computer)
mouses

mouth*

nucleus > nuclei

oasis > oases

oath*

octopus > octopuses/octopi

0X > oxen

parenthesis > parentheses

path*

penthouse*

perch > perch

policeman > policemen

policewoman > policewomen

radius > radiuses/radii

rhinoceros >
rhinoceros/rhinoceroses

salesman > salesmen

salesperson >
salespeople/salespersons

saleswoman > saleswomen

salmon > salmon

scarf > scarves

schoolchild > schoolchildren

sheath*

sheep > sheep

shelf > shelves

shellfish > shellfish

xxiii
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Lists of Words

shrimp > shrimp/shrimps
sister-in-law > sisters-in-law
snowman > snowmen
sole > sole

sportsman > sportsmen
thief > thieves

tooth > teeth

tree house*

trout > trout

tuna > tuna/tunas
warehouse*

List D

washcloth*

wharf > wharves
wife > wives

wolf > wolves
woman > women
wreath*

yen > yen

zebra > zebra/zebras

Transitive verbs defined in this dictionary that can take a
clause beginning with that as an object. (As with I know that
you can do it!) These verbs can also take other forms of direct

object. See the entry head

listed for details.

accept confirm find
admit consider foresee
advertise decide forget
advise declare guarantee
announce demand guess
answer deny hear
anticipate determine imagine
appreciate detest indicate
argue discover know
ask dream learn
assume establish legislate
believe estimate maintain
calculate expect mention
claim explain murmur
confess feel note

XXiv
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Lists of Words

notice
observe
ordain
parrot
petition
plead
pledge
preach
predict
prefer
prescribe
proclaim
profess
prophesy
propose
protest
prove
realize

List E

recognize
recommend
regret
relate
remark
remember
report
request
require
resent
reveal

say
scream
scribble
see

sense
shout
show

signal
signify
state
stress
suggest
suspect
think
threaten
urge
vow
wail
whimper
whine
whisper
wire

Transitive verbs defined in this dictionary that have a clause
beginning with that as an object. (As with I agree that you
should go.) See the entry heads listed for details.

agree
believe
bet

brag
comment
conclude
exclaim
fear

feel
figure
grant
guess
hint
hope
imagine
imply

TLFeBOOH

indicate
joke
judge
move
note
observe
pray
pretend

XXV



Lists of Words

promise
reason
reply
respond

List F

rule wager
suppose wish
trust worry
understand

Verbs defined in this dictionary that have irregular past tenses
or past participles. These are the principal parts of the verb.
Commas separate the principal parts of the verbs. The pres-

ent tense comes first,

then the past, and then the past partici-

ple. Variants are separated by “/”.

arise, arose, arisen
awake, awaked/awoke,

burst, burst, burst
buy, bought, bought

awaked/awoke/awoken catch, caught, caught
babysit, babysat, babysat cut, cut, cut
bear, bore, borne/born deal, dealt, dealt
beat, beat, beat/beaten dig, dug, dug
become, became, become dive, dived/dove, dived
begin, began, begun do, did, done

bend, bent, bent
bet, bet, bet

bid, bid, bid

bind, bound, bound
bite, bit, bitten
bleed, bled, bled
blow, blew, blown
break, broke, broken
breed, bred, bred

draw, drew, drawn

dream, dreamed/dreamt,
dreamed/dreamt

drink, drank, drunk

drive, drove, driven

dwell, dwelled/dwelt,
dwelled/dwelt

eat, ate, eaten

fall, fell, fallen

bring, brought, brought feed, fed, fed

build, built, built
burn, burned/burnt,
burned/burnt

XXVi

feel, felt, felt
fight, fought, fought
find, found, found
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Lists of Words

fit, fit/fitted, fit/fitted

flee, fled, fled

fly, flew, flown

forbid, forbad/forbade,
forbidden

foresee, foresaw, foreseen

forget, forgot, forgot/forgotten

forgive, forgave, forgiven

freeze, froze, frozen

get, got, got/gotten

give, gave, given

go, went, gone

grind, ground, ground

grow, grew, grown

hang, hung, hung

hang, hanged, hanged

have, had, had

hear, heard, heard

hide, hid, hidden

hit, hit, hit

hold, held, held

housebreak, housebroke,
housebroken

hurt, hurt, hurt

input, input/inputted,
input/inputted

keep, kept, kept

kneel, knelt/kneeled,
knelt/kneeled

know, knew, known

lay, laid, laid

lead, led, led

leap, leaped/leapt,
leaped/leapt

leave, left, left

lend, lent, lent

let, let, let

lie, lay, lain

lie, lied, lied

light, lighted/lit, lighted/lit

lose, lost, lost

make, made, made

mean, meant, meant

meet, met, met

mislay, mislaid, mislaid

mistake, mistook, mistaken

misunderstand, misunderstood,
misunderstood

mow, mowed, mowed/mown

outgrow, outgrew, outgrown

overcome, overcame, overcome

overeat, overate, overeaten

oversee, oversaw, overseen

oversleep, overslept, overslept

overthrow, overthrew,
overthrown

panic, panicked, panicked

pay, paid, paid

picnic, picnicked, picnicked

plead, pleaded/pled,
pleaded/pled

prepay, prepaid, prepaid

proofread, proofread,
proofread

prove, proved, proved/proven

put, put, put

quit, quit, quit

read, read, read

rebuild, rebuilt, rebuilt

redo, redid, redone

Xxvii
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repay, repaid, repaid

retake, retook, retaken

rewind, rewound, rewound

rewrite, rewrote, rewritten

ride, rode, ridden

rid, rid, rid

ring, rang, rung

rise, rose, risen

run, ran, run

saw, sawed, sawed/sawn

say, said, said

see, saw, seen

seek, sought, sought

sell, sold, sold

send, sent, sent

set, set, set

sew, sewed, sewed/sewn

shake, shook, shaken

shave, shaved, shaved/shaven

shear, sheared, sheared/shorn

shed, shed, shed

shine, shined/shone,
shined/shone

shoot, shot, shot

show, showed, showed/shown

shrink, shrank/shrunk,
shrunk/shrunken

shut, shut, shut

sing, sang, sung

sink, sank/sunk, sunk

sit, sat, sat

slay, slew, slain

sleep, slept, slept

slide, slid, slid

Xxviii

sling, slung, slung

slit, slit, slit

sneak, sneaked/snuck,
sneaked/snuck

sow, sowed, sowed/sown

speak, spoke, spoken

speed, sped, sped

spell, spelled/spelt, spelled/spelt

spend, spent, spent

spill, spilled/spilt, spilled/spilt

spin, spun, spun

spit, spit/spat, spit/spat

split, split, split

spread, spread, spread

spring, sprang/sprung, sprung

stand, stood, stood

steal, stole, stolen

stick, stuck, stuck

sting, stung, stung

stink, stank/stunk, stunk

strike, struck, struck

string, strung, strung

swear, swore, SWorn

sweat, sweat/sweated,
sweat/sweated

sweep, swept, swept

swell, swelled, swelled/swollen

swim, swam, swum

swing, swung, swung

take, took, taken

teach, taught, taught

tear, tore, torn

tear, teared, teared

tell, told, told
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Lists of Words

think, thought, thought
thrive, thrived/throve,
thrived/thriven
throw, threw, thrown
thrust, thrust, thrust
undergo, underwent,
undergone
understand, understood,
understood
undo, undid, undone
unwind, unwound, unwound
upset, upset, upset
wake, waked/woke,
waked/woken

List G

wear, wore, worn

weave, wove, woven

weave, wove/weaved, woven

wed, wedded/wed, wedded/wed

weep, wept, wept

wet, wetted/wet, wetted/wet

win, won, won

wind, wound, wound

wind, winded, winded

withhold, withheld, withheld

withstand, withstood,
withstood

write, wrote, written

Words defined in this dictionary having pronunciations that

vary from sense to sense.

a consummate
address content
approximate contest
arithmetic contract
associate contrary
bases contrast
bow decrease
close defect
combat desert
complex detail
concrete digest
conduct discharge
conflict dove
construct entrance

estimate midday
excess minute
excuse misuse
export mobile
graduate moderate
grease mouth
house object
impact offense
import offensive
incline overhead
increase overlap
inside overlook
lead overnight
live perfect

XXiX
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perfume
permit
present
proceed/
proceeds

produce
progress
project
protest
read
rebel

XXX

rebound
recess
record
recount
refund
refuse
reject
replay
research
retake
rewrite

row
separate
sewer
sow
survey
suspect
tear
torment
upset
upstairs
use
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used/used to
why

wind

wound



Abbreviations and Symbols

@, @, ®), etc. a number within a circle refers to the sense
number of a word. The circled number by itself refers to a
sense within the entry in which the circled number is found.

adj. adjective

adv. adverb

conj. conjunction
cont. contraction
interj. interjection
interrog. interrogative
irreg. irregular

iv. intransitive verb
n. noun; nominal
phr. phrase

prep. preposition

tv. transitive verb

Copyright 2003 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc
Click Here for Terms of Use. XXXi

TLFeBOOH



Pronunciation

The symbols of the International Phonetic Alphabet are used
to show the pronunciation of the words in this dictionary. The
speech represented here is that of educated people, but it is not
formal or overly precise. It is more representative of the West
and the middle of the country than of the East, South, or
upper Midwest.

Pronunciation of American English is variable in different
regions of the country, but most native speakers of American
English can understand one another quite well.

The goal of the pronunciation scheme is to provide the stu-
dent with one acceptable model of pronunciation for each
entry. Where the numbered senses of an entry are all pro-
nounced the same way, the phonetic representation follows the
main entry word. In entries where even one of the numbered
senses is pronounced differently from the rest, all the senses
are provided with a phonetic representation.

Sounds represented here as [or] are often pronounced as
[or] in some parts of the East. Similarly, the sequence [er] is
often pronounced [@r] in parts of the East. One heavy stress
is marked for each word. The dictionary user should expect to
hear variation in the pronunciation of most of the words listed
in this or any dictionary, but should remain confident that the
model provided here is understood and accepted in all parts
of the country.

The chart on the next page shows the symbols used here
and what they correspond to in some simple English words.

Copyright 2003 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc
XXXii Click Here for Terms of Use.
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Pronunciation

nut new thin
shut (n] { funny (6] { faith
bird bring food
turtle (0] thing (u] blue
feel coat put

if (o] wrote [u] look

get spoil save
frog [o1] {boy (v] {van

hat caught well
who [d] {yawn (wl {wind
feet tip wheel
leak (p] pat (m] while
bit rat fuzzy
hiss [r] {berry (2] {zoo
yellow sun pleasure
you (s] { fast (3] { treasure

XXXiii
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a 1. ['e] n. the first in a series; the
highest grade. (Capitalized. Note:
Use A before words that begin with
a consonant sound; use AN before
words that begin with a vowel
sound.) 2. ['e, 3] article one; any.
(See also AN.) 3. ['e, o] prep. each;
every; per. (See also AN.)

an A for effort recognition for hav-
ing tried to do something even if it
was not successful.

abandon [5 'ban dan] tv. to leave
someone or something and not
return; to desert someone or
something.

abbreviation [obrivi'e [on] n. a
shortened word or phrase that
takes the place of a longer word or
phrase.

ability [ 'bil o ti] n. the power,
capacity, or skill to do something.

able ['e bal] adj. skilled; well quali-
fied; capable. (Adv: ably.)

able to afford something axp can
afford something [...5 'ford...]
1. to have enough money to buy
something; to be able to buy
something. 2. to endure the results
of something.

able to do something with one's
eyes closed able to do something
very easily, even without having to
think about it or look at it.

abode [o 'bod] 7. the place where
one lives.
—> TAKE UP ONE'S ABODE SOMEWHERE

about [5 'baut] 1. prep. regarding
someone or something; concern-
ing someone or something; having
to do with someone or something.

2. adv. approximately; nearly.
3. adv. almost; not quite.

about to do something almost
ready to do something.

above [ 'bav] 1. prep. over—but
not touching—someone or some-
thing. 2. prep. greater than
something; higher than some-
thing; more than something.
3. ady. [written about or pre-
sented] previously [in the same
written work or on the same
page]. 4. adv. in or at a higher
place; over. 5. adv. of a greater
amount or quantity.

above average higher or better
than the general level of quality.

above par better than average or
normal.

above reproach not deserving of
blame or criticism.

abroad [o 'brod] adv. in another
country; overseas.

absence ['xb sons] 1. n. the qual-
ity of [someone’s] not being
present. (No plural.) 2. n. a period
of time when someone is not pres-
ent. 3. n. alack; a deficiency. (No

plural.)
—> CONSPICUOUS BY ONE'S ABSENCE

absent ['ab sont] 1. adj. not pres-
ent at a place; away from a place.
2. adj. not in existence; not evi-
dent; not present or visible. 3. adj.
[appearing] vague or not inter-
ested. (Adv: absently.)

absorb [ob 'zorb] 1. tv. to soak up a
liquid. 2. tv. to learn something; to
take in new information; to learn

Copyright 2003 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc 1
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absorbent

something easily. (Figurative on

absorbent [ab 'zor bant] adj. able
to soak up liquids. (Adv:
absorbently.)

accent ['zk sent] 1. n. the force or
stress put on a word or a part of a
word during speech. 2. n. a mark
written over a letter of the alpha-
bet that gives the letter a special
pronunciation or stress. 3. 1. a
way of speaking a language, and
especially of pronouncing a lan-
guage. 4. tv. to emphasize
something, especially to put (D) on
aword or a part of a word during
speech.
accept [k 'sept] tv. to take some-
thing that is offered. (Compare
this with except. The object can be
a clause with tHaT (7).)
acceptable [k 'sep to bal] adj.
worth accepting; satisfactory;
good enough. (Adv: acceptably.)
accident ['zk s1 dont] #. an unex-
pected event, usually involving
harm to someone or something.
accidental [&k s1 'den tol] adj. not
on purpose; done or happening by
mistake. (Adv: accidentally.)
accomplish [o 'kam plif] #v. to fin-
ish something; to successfully
complete something.
accomplishment [ 'kam plif
mont] n. something that has been
completed or achieved; a success.
according to someone or some-
thing as stated by someone; as
indicated by something.
according to something in propor-
tion to something; in relation to
something.

account [o 'kaunt] 1. n. areport; a
description; one’s version of what
happened in an event. 2. 1. a
record of income [or money
received] and expenses [or money
paid out] assigned to a particular
person, business, or class of trans-
actions.

— COOK THE ACCOUNTS

— GIVE A GOOD ACCOUNT OF ONESELF
— SAVINGS ACCOUNT

—> TURN SOMETHING TO GOOD ACCOUNT

accountant [5 'kaunt nt] n. some-
one who is responsible for
maintaining financial records or
accounts; someone who prepares
tax records.

accuracy ['ek jorssi] n. correct-
ness; the degree of freedom from
errors. (No plural.)

accurate ['xk jorat] adj. correct;
exact; without error. (Adv: accu-
rately.)

accuse [ 'kjuz] tv. to claim or
charge that someone has done
something, usually something
wrong or illegal.

ache ['ek] 1. n. a pain; a soreness.
2. iv. to hurt; to be sore.

Achilles’ heel a weak point or fault
in someone or something other-
wise perfect or excellent. (From
the Greek hero Achilles, who had
only one vulnerable part of his
body, his heel.)

an aching heart the feeling of pain
because of love that is lost or has
faded away, described as being in
the heart, where love is said to
reside.

the acid test a test whose findings
are beyond doubt or dispute.
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add

acknowledgment [xk 'nal 1d3
mont] 1. n. admission; stating that
something is so. (No plural.) 2. n.
the recognition given to someone
for doing something well. 3. 7. a
report of having received some-
thing.

across [2 'kros] 1. prep. from one
side of something to the other
side. 2. prep. on the other side of
something. 3. adv. to the other
side of something.

act ['xkt] 1. n. a division of a play
or musical. 2. 7. one of many
short performances within a
longer program. 3. n. something
that is done; an instance of doing
something. 4. n. a law. 5. iv. to
perform in a play, film, TV pro-
gram, or similar performance.
6. iv. to behave in a certain way; to
behave as if one is or feels a certain
way.
—> CLEAN ONE'S ACT UP
—> READ SOMEONE THE RIOT ACT
— a TOUGH ACT TO FOLLOW

act high-and-mighty to act proud
and powerful; to act haughty.

an act of God an occurrence (usu-
ally an accident) for which no
human is responsible, such as a
storm, an earthquake, or a wind-
storm.

act one’s age to behave more
maturely; to act as grown-up as
one really is.

act something out 1. to perform
in real life a role that one has
imagined in a fantasy. 2. to
demonstrate or communicate
something through action rather
than words.

act up [for a thing or a person] to
behave badly.

act (up)on something 1. to take
action on a particular problem.
2. to take action about something
because of some special informa-
tion.

action ['zk [on] 1. n. activity;
movement. (Plural only for types
and instances.) 2. n. the plot of a
story; the events that happen in a
story. (No plural. See also a COuRsEe
OF ACTION.)

active ['zk tiv] 1. adj. moving;
functioning; operating. (Adv:
actively.) 2. adj. lively; moving at a
rapid, steady pace; busy. (Adv:
actively.) 3. adj. of or about sen-
tences in which the subject does
the action that is expressed in the
verb. (The opposite of PASSIVE (2).
Adv: actively.)
—> ON ACTIVE DUTY

activity &k 'tiv o ti] n. action;
movement; doing something.
—> a HIVE OF ACTIVITY

actor ['zk ta] n. a performer, male
or female, in a play, musical, or
movie. (See also ACTRESS.)

actress ['xk tras] n. a female per-
former in a play, musical, or
movie. (See also ACTOR.)

actual ['xk tfu o] adj. real; exist-
ing. (Adv: actually.)

actually ['ak tf(u)a li] adv. in fact;
really.

ad ['&d] 1. an ADVERTISEMENT.

Adam ['zd om] n. Eve’s mate.
—> NOT KNOW SOMEONE FROM ADAM

add ['xd] tv. to join something to
something else; to include some-
thing with something else.
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add fuel to the fire

add fuel to the fire axp add fuel
to the flame to make a problem
worse; to say or do something that
makes a bad situation worse.

add fuel to the flame Go to Aop
FUEL TO THE FIRE.

add insult to injury to make a bad
situation worse; to hurt the feel-
ings of a person who has already
been hurt.

addition [5 'di fon] 1. 7. the adding
together of two or more numbers.
(Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. n. putting someone
or something into something else.
(Plural only for types and
instances.)
—> IN ADDITION (TO SOMETHING)

additional [5 'dif o nal] adj. extra;
[something] further; more; added.
(Adv: additionally.)

address 1. ['z dres, o 'dres] n. the
street name and number, city,
state, and other information
telling the location of something,
such as a building or house.
2. [0 'dres] n. a formal speech.
3. [0 'dres] tv. to write the street
name, number, city, state, and
other information on an envelope
or package. 4. [0 'dres] tv. to speak
directly to a person or a group of
people. 5. [0 'dres] tv. to respond
to a question; to say something
about an issue or problem.

adequate ['zd o kwit] adj. just
enough but not more than
enough; good enough. (Adv: ade-
quately.)

adhesive [«d 'hisiv] 1. adj. sticky;
designed to stick to things. (Adv:
adhesively.) 2. n. glue; paste.

(Plural only for types and
instances.)

adj. an abbreviation of ADJECTIVE.

adjective ['@ dzek t1v] n. a word
that describes or modifies a noun
or nominal.

adjust [o 'd3ast] 1. tv. to change
something in a small way in order
to try to make it work or fit better.
2. iv. to become used to someone
or something; to adapt to someone
or something.

adjustable [5 'd3ast 2 bal] adj.
changeable; able to be changed in
small amounts. (Adv: adjustably.)

administration [&=d min1 'stre
Jon] 1. n. the work of managing
and directing. (No plural.) 2. n.
the office and staff of a high-rank-
ing elected official, such as a
president, governor, or mayor.
3. n. a group of people who man-
age something.

admiration [&d mo 're [on] n. a
feeling of pride, pleasure, and
respect for someone or something.
(No plural.)

admire [&d 'mara] tv. to regard
someone or something with pride,
pleasure, and respect.

admit [&d 'mit] 1. tv. to allow
someone or something to enter
into someplace. 2. tv. to allow
someone to become a member of a
club or organization. 3. tv. to say
that one has done something one
is accused of; to say that some-
thing is true. (The object can be a
clause with THat (7).)

admit something into something to
allow something to be introduced
into something else.
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advice

adolescence [xd 5 'les ons] n. the
period of time between being a
child and being an adult; the
teenage years.

adolescent [&do'lesont] 1. 1. a
teenager; someone who is older
than a child but not yet an adult.
2. the adj. use of ).

adopt [5 'dapt] 1. iv. to become the
parent or parents of a child
through legal proceedings. 2. tv. to
gain possession of and become
responsible for the child of some-
one else, through the legal system.
3. tv. to acquire a new practice,
belief, or habit.

adoption [ 'dap [on] 1. n. acquir-
ing and becoming responsible for
the child of someone else, through
the legal system. (Plural only for
types and instances.) 2. n. acquir-
ing a new practice, belief, or habit.
(No plural.)

adorable [ 'dor o bal] adj. very
cute; worthy of being adored.
(Adv: adorably.)

adore [o 'dor] tv. to admire and be
fond of someone or something.

adult [5'dalt] 1. adj. mature; fully
grown; fully developed. 2. adj.
showing the behavior of a mature
person. 3. adj. intended for per-
sons who are mature. (Often used
referring to sex and violence in
entertainment.) 4. 7. someone or
something that is fully grown.

adv. an abbreviation of ADVERS.

advance [&d 'vens] 1. n. a forward
motion. 2. n. money that is given
to someone ahead of schedule or
before it is earned; a loan taken
against money that is to be paid at

a later time. 3. iv. to progress or
move forward; to move to a higher
or better level. 4. tv. to move
someone or something forward or
to a higher level. 5. tv. to give
someone money ahead of schedule
or before it is earned. 6. adj. prior;
before the event. (Prenominal
only.)
—> IN ADVANCE

advantage [=d 'ven tid3] n. some-
thing good or useful that will help
someone with something; a bene-
fit.
—> TAKE ADVANTAGE OF SOMEONE
—> TAKE ADVANTAGE OF SOMETHING
—> TURN SOMETHING TO ONE'S ADVANTAGE

adventure [xd 'ven tfa+] n. excite-
ment; challenge. (Plural only for
types and instances.)

adverb ['zd vab] n. a word that
modifies or describes a verb, a
verb phrase, an adjective, a sen-
tence, or another adverb.
(Abbreviated adv. here.)

advertise ['ad va taiz] 1. iv. to
make [something] known to the
public, especially through signs,
television, radio, newspapers, or
magazines. 2. tv. to make some-
thing known to the public through
signs, television, radio, newspa-
pers, magazines, or other means;
to publicize something. (The
object can be a clause with THAT
@)

advertisement [&d v 'taiz mont]
n. a commercial; a notice about
something, displayed to the pub-
lic.

advice [&d 'vais] n. recommenda-
tions or suggestions provided to
help someone. (Compare this with

5
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advise

ApVISE. No plural. Number is
expressed with piece(s) or bit(s) of
advice.)
— SAGE ADVICE

advise [xd 'vaiz] tv. to give [some-
one] a particular kind of advice; to
suggest doing something. (The
object can be a clause with THAT
@)

advise someone against someone
or something to advise someone
not to do something or not to
choose someone or something.

advocate 1. ['ad vo ket] tv. to be
in favor of something and argue
for it. 2. ['eed vo kat] n. someone
who does (@).
— PLAY (THE) DEVIL'S ADVOCATE

affect [o 'fekt] 1. tv. to influence
someone or something; to have an
effect on someone or something.
(Compare this with EFFecT.) 2. .
to display or exhibit a kind of
behavior, especially by pretending
or imitating.

affection [5 'fek [on] 7. love, car-
ing, or fondness. (No plural. See
also SOMEONE'S AFFECTIONS. )

affinity for someone or something
a strong preference for someone or
something; a strong liking for
someone or something.

affirmative [o 'f> mo t1v] adj.
meaning yes.
— IN THE AFFIRMATIVE

afford [5 'ford] tv. to be able to buy
something.
—> ABLE TO AFFORD SOMETHING
—> CAN AFFORD SOMETHING

afraid [ 'fred] adj. fearful of some-
one or something; scared of
someone or something. (Not
prenominal.)

afraid of one’s own shadow eas-
ily frightened; always frightened,
timid, or suspicious.

after ['«f ta] 1. conj. later in time
than when something happens;
when something has finished hap-
pening. 2. prep. at a later time than
something; later in time than
something. 3. prep. further along
in a sequence or series than some-
one or something. 4. prep. in the
name of someone; in honor of
someone; for someone. 5. adv.
behind; to the rear; following.

afternoon [zf t>- 'nun] 1. n. the
time of day from noon until the
evening. 2. the adj. use of @.

afternoons [&f t> 'nunz| adv.
every AFTERNOON.

again [0 'gen] 1. adv. once more;
another time. 2. adv. as [some-
thing was] before.

again and again repeatedly; again
and even more.

against [o 'genst] 1. prep. in oppo-
sition to someone or something; as
an opponent of someone or some-
thing. 2. prep. in a direction
opposite to something. 3. prep.
coming toward and meeting
someone or something. 4. prep.
[leaning or tilting and] in contact
with someone or something.

against the clock in a race with
time; in a great hurry to get some-
thing done before a particular
time.

age ['ed3] 1. n. the amount of time
that someone or something has
been alive or in existence. (No
plural.) 2. n. advanced (@); evi-
dence of much (3); oldness. (No
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ahead

plural.) 3. n. the specific @) of a
person, usually given as a number
of years; the specific () of some-
thing. 4. n. [for a person] the
condition of having a certain 3);
the time when a person has a cer-
tain (3. (The number comes after
age and refers to years, unless
some other measure is given, such
as months, weeks, or days.) 5. 7. a
period or stage of life. 6. n. a
period of history; a generation; an
era. 7. iv. to become old; to show
increasing (). 8. iv. [for cheese,
wine, whiskey, beef, etc.] to
mature; to reach a peak of quality,
taste, and strength. 9. tv. to cause
someone or something to grow old
or appear old.
—> ACT ONE'S AGE
—> COME OF AGE
— OLD AGE
— RIPE OLD AGE

agent ['e d3ont] 1. n. someone who
represents someone else; someone
who sells certain things such as
insurance, travel, tickets, land,
buildings, etc. 2. n. something that
causes someone or something else
to do something; something that
causes some result to happen. 3. n.
aspy.

ago [o 'go] adj. in the past; [time]
already gone by. (After a noun that
expresses a length of time.)
— LONG AGO

agony ['zg o ni] n. an intense, deep
pain in the mind or the body; a
deep suffering. (Plural only for
types and instances.)

agree [0 'gri] 1. iv. [for people] to
be in harmony or have the same
opinion; [for people] to have no
conflict of opinion or desire. 2. iv.

[for facts or things] to be consis-
tent or to harmonize. 3. iv. [for a
form of a word] to match the form
of another word grammatically.

4. tv. to decide together that
something is true or should hap-
pen; to accept someone’s opinion
that something is true or should
happen. (The object can be a
clause with THat (7).)

agree to something to consent to
something; to allow something to
be done; to approve something.

agree (up)on someone or some-
thing to agree to the choice of
someone or something.

agree with someone (about some-
one or something) AnD agree
with someone (on someone or
something) to hold the same opin-
ion as someone else about
someone or something; to be of
the same mind as someone else
about someone or something.

agree with someone (on someone
or something) Go to AGREE wiTH
SOMEONE (ABOUT SOMEONE OR SOMETHING).

agree with something 1. [for
something] to look good or go
well with something else. 2. [for
something] to be in accord with
something else.

agreement [o 'gri mont] 7. a state
of agreeing; holding the same
opinion as someone else; a state of
accepting a proposal.
—> IN AGREEMENT
—> REACH AN AGREEMENT

ahead [ 'hed] 1. adv. into the
future; [preparing] for the future.
2. adv. forward; continuing in the
same direction. 3. adv. into an
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ahead of one's time

advanced position; into a better
position.
— COME OUT AHEAD
— FULL STEAM AHEAD
— PUSH AHEAD

ahead of one’s time having ideas
or attitudes that are too advanced
to be acceptable to or appreciated
by the society in which one is liv-
ing.

ahead of schedule done before
the time listed on the scHEDULE ().

ahead of someone or something at
a place in front of or in advance of
someone or something; at an ear-
lier time than someone or
something.

aid ['ed] 1. n. help; assistance; sup-
port. (No plural.) 2. n. something
that helps someone or something
else. 3. tv. to provide someone or
something with (@).

aim ['em] 1. tv. to point something
toward a target or a goal. 2. n. a
goal; a purpose; an intention. 3. n.
the pointing of something accu-
rately. (No plural.)

aim something at someone or
something to point or direct some-
thing at someone or something.

aim to please to really try to make
people happy.

air ['er] 1. n. the mixture of gases
that surrounds the earth; the mix-
ture of gases that people normally
breathe. (No plural.) 2. n. a mood
or atmosphere. (No plural.) 3. tv.
to express a view or an opinion in
public; to make something known.
— BUILD CASTLES IN THE AIR
— IN THE AIR

—> OFF THE AIR
— ON THE AIR

— OUT OF THIN AIR

— UP IN THE AIR

— VANISH INTO THIN AIR
— WALK ON AIR

air one’s dirty linen in public to
discuss private or embarrassing
matters in public, especially when
quarreling.

air something out to allow fresh air
to freshen something, such as
clothing, a stale-smelling room,
etc.

aircraft ['er kreft] n., irreg. a
machine, such as an airplane or a
helicopter, that flies in the air.
(Plural: aircraft.)

airline ['er lain] n. a company that
operates a number of aircraft for
passengers or cargo.

airmail ['er mel] 1. n. a system for
sending international mail by air-
plane. (No plural.) 2. adv. [send-
ing mail] by @). 3. tv. to send
something by .

airplane ['er plen] n. a heavier-
than-air vehicle that flies through
the air.

airport ['er port] n. a place where
airplanes land and take off.

alarm [5 'larm] 1. n. a warning
sound or signal. 2. . a device that
makes a warning sound or signal.
3. n. excitement, anxiety, or shock.
(No plural.) 4. n. a clock that has a
bell or other signal that is sounded
to wake someone up. 5. tv. to
frighten or scare someone; to
make someone afraid or fearful of
danger.

alcohol ['zl ko hol] 1. 1. aliquid
chemical used to make wounds
and skin very clean or sterile or to
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allow someone or something in (something)

dissolve substances. (Plural only
for types and instances.) 2. n. the
substance found in beer, wine, and
hard liquors that causes someone
to be drunk. (Plural only for types
and instances.) 3. n. beer, wine,
whiskey, spirits; drinks that con-
tain ). (No plural.)

alert [o'l>:t] 1. adj. wary; aware;
watchful. (Adv: alertly.) 2. tv. to
warn someone about something,
especially danger.

algebra [ 'l d30 bro] n. a branch of
mathematics using letters and
other symbols to represent num-
bers or sets of numbers in
equations. (No plural.)

alike [o 'laik] 1. adj. similar; the
same or almost the same. (Not
prenominal.) 2. adv. in the same
way. 3. adv. equally; in the same
amount or degree.

alive [ 'larv] 1. adj. living; not
dead. (Not prenominal.) 2. adj.
active, lively, or full of energy.
(Figurative on (¥). Not prenomi-
nal.)

all ['51] 1. adj. each and every one
[of the people or things]; the full
amount [of something]; the whole
extent of [something]. 2. adj. the
greatest amount possible [of
something]. 3. pron. everything or
everyone mentioned earlier in the
conversation or writing. (Treated
as singular or plural.) 4. pron.
everything. (Treated as singular.)
5. adv. completely.

all day long a~p all night long;
all month long; all year long;
all summer long adv. through-
out an entire period of time.

all in a day’s work part of what is
expected; typical or normal.

all joking aside being serious for a
moment; in all seriousness.

all month long Go to ALL DAY LONG.
all night long Go to ALL DAY LONG.

(all) over again starting over com-
pletely again; going through
something completely yet another
time.

all over but the shouting decided
and concluded; finished except for
a celebration.

all skin and bones Go to NoTHING
BUT SKIN AND BONES.

all summer long Go to ALL DAY
LONG.

all thumbs very awkward and
clumsy, especially with one’s
hands.

all walks of life all social, eco-
nomic, and ethnic groups.

all year long Go to ALL DAY LONG.

alley ['xli] 1. n. a narrow road or
pathway behind or between build-
ings. 2. 7. 2 BOWLING ALLEY.
—> UP A BLIND ALLEY

alligator ['zl o get &¢] n. a large
reptile of the crocodile family.

allow [o 'lau] tv. to make sure that
there is a certain amount of time
for something to be done.

allow for someone or something to
make sure that there is enough of
something for someone or some-
thing.

allow someone or something in
(something) to permit someone or
something to enter something or
someplace.
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allowance

allowance [0 'lavons] 1. 7. an
amount of something, such as
money, given to someone. 2. 7. an
amount of something—time, for-
giveness, tolerance—that is
provided or allowed for someone
or something.
—> MAKE ALLOWANCES FOR SOMETHING

almost ['ol most] adv. nearly, but
not quite.

alone [5 'lon] 1. adj. by oneself;
having no one else nearby. (Not
prenominal.) 2. adv. by oneself;
with no help.

along [5 'lop] prep. next to some-
thing for a distance; in a path next
to something.

along with someone or something
in addition to someone or some-
thing; together with someone or
something.

aloof [s 'luf] adj. unfriendly;
reserved; unsympathetic. (Adv:
aloofly.)

aloud [5 'laud] adv. audibly; [of
speech] spoken so that it can be
heard.

alphabet [ '« fo bet] n. the list of
letters—in proper order—used to
write a language.

alphabetical [z] o 'bet 1kal] adj.
arranged in the order of the letters
in the alphabet. (Adv: alphabeti-
cally [...1k 1i].)

alphabetize ['z] fobos taiz] tv. to
place words in the same order as
the letters of the alphabet.

already [ol 'red ] adv. by now; by
this point in time; previously.
(This is different from all ready.)

also ['sl so] adv. as well; too; in
addition.
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although [l '60] conj. even
though; despite; in spite of.

altogether ['sl to ged o] adv. com-
pletely. (Different from all
together.)

aluminum [o'lumonom] 1.n.a
metal that is lightweight and does
not rust easily. (No plural.) 2. adj.
made of ().

always ['ol wez] 1. adv. every time;
each time. 2. adv. forever; without
end.

am ['zm] iv,, irreg. the first-person
present singular form of BE.
(Reduced to ’m in the contraction
I'm.)

amaze [ 'mez] tv. to cause wonder
in someone; to astound or astonish
someone.

ambulance ['&m bjo lons] 7. a
vehicle for taking sick or injured
people to the hospital.

amend [5 'mend] tv. to change
something; to modify something
(especially laws).

amendment [5 'mend mont] 7. a
change made by correcting or
adding to something.

among [o 'map] 1. prep. in the
midst of people or things; sur-
rounded by things or people. 2.
prep. within a group; within a set
of choices. (Use BETWEEN with two
people or things. Use AMONG with
more than two.)

amount [5 'maont] 1. n. how much
there is of something; the quan-
tity. 2. iv. to be equal to a numer-
ical figure; to total up to

something.
—> DOWN BY SOME AMOUNT
—> GO FOR AN AMOUNT
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—> LAY AN AMOUNT OF MONEY OUT ON SOME-
ONE OR SOMETHING

—> RETAIL FOR AN AMOUNT

—> SELL FOR SOME AMOUNT

—> TALLY (WITH AN AMOUNT)

amount to something 1. [for some-
one or something] to become
worthwhile or valuable. 2. [for
something] to be the equivalent of
something.

amount to the same thing (as
something) to be the same (as
something); to be the equivalent
of something.

amphibian [&m 'fibion] 7. a kind
of animal, such as a frog, that lives
in water and on land.

ample ['&m pal] adj. large enough;
sufficient and adequate. (Adv:
amply. Comp: ampler; sup:
amplest.)

amputation [&m pjo 'te [on] n. the
removal of all or part of an arm, a
leg, a finger, or a toe. (Plural only
for types and instances.)

amuse [o 'mjuz] tv. to make some-
one laugh or smile; to give
someone pleasure.

amusement [o'mjuz mont] 1. n.
happiness; pleasure; enjoyment.
(No plural.) 2. n. something that
makes someone happy; entertain-
ment.

an ['en] 1. article one; any. (Note:
Use A before words that begin with
a consonant sound; use AN before
words that begin with a vowel
sound.) 2. prep. each; per. (See
note at (1).)

analyze ['&n o laiz] tv. to examine
the details of something.

ancestor ['zn ses to] n. a person,
usually no longer living, from
whom a person descends.

anchor ['&p ko] 1. 7. a heavy
object, attached to a ship or boat,
that catches on the sea bottom to
keep the ship or boat from drifting
away. 2. n. something that holds
something else in place. 3. . a
newscaster; a central newscaster
who introduces news reports from
other people. 4. tv. to keep a ship
in place by lowering () into the
water. 5. tv. to secure something;
to hold something in place. 6. iv.
[for a ship] to remain in a place by
dropping .

ancient ['en tfont] 1. adj. from
long ago in history. 2. adj. very
old. 3. n. someone who lived long
ago.

and ['&nd] 1. conj. in addition to;
plus; also. 2. conj. then; as a result.

and so forth continuing talking in
the same way; and so on.

and so on continuing on in the
same way [without saying all the
details]; continuing to talk, saying
more and more.

and the like and similar people or
things.

angel ['en d3ol] 1. 1. a heavenly
being; a messenger of God. 2. 1. a
very kind, sweet person. (Figura-
tive on (@).)

anger ['zp ga] 1. n. strong feelings
of annoyance and being upset.
(No plural.) 2. tv. to upset some-
one; to annoy someone very much.
—> EXPRESS ONE'S ANGER

angle ['zp gal] 1. n. a figure
formed where two lines or sur-
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faces come together. 2. 1. a point
of view; a way of looking at an
issue or idea. (Informal.) 3. tv. to
place two surfaces or lines so that
they intersect. 4. iv. to turn, per-
haps sharply.
— RIGHT ANGLE

angry ['ep gri] adj. irate; upset;
annoyed. (Adv: angrily. Comp:
angrier; sup: angriest.)

anguish ['&g gwif] n. mental pain
or suffering; grief. (No plural.)

animal ['&nomal] 1. 7. a living
creature that is not a plant. 2. adj.
from or containing @). 3. adj.
relating to functions of the body
instead of the mind.

ankle ['p kol] 7. the joint that
connects the foot with the leg.

anklebone ['zp kol bon] n. the
main bone of the ankle.

announce [5 'navns] 1. tv. to make
something known to people. (The
object can be a clause with THAT
@.) 2. tv. to speak out the name of
someone or something that is
arriving.

announcement [5 'nauns mont] n.
a declaration; a public statement.

annoy [s 'noi] tv. to bother or
pester someone.

anonymous [o 'nan @ mas] adj.
unnamed; from an unknown
source; created or done without
revealing the name or identity of
the creator or doer. (Adv: anony-
mously.)

another [o 'nad ] 1. pron. an
additional one; a different one.
2. adj. consisting of one more of
the same kind; [an] additional
[one]. (Prenominal only.)
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—> DANCE TO ANOTHER TUNE

—> @ HORSE OF ANOTHER COLOR

—> NOT GIVE IT ANOTHER THOUGHT
—> ONE THING OR PERSON AFTER ANOTHER
—> ONE THING LEADS TO ANOTHER.

answer ['ensa] 1. 1. areply; a
response to a question; a solution
to a problem on a test. 2. n. a
response to a situation; a way of
solving a problem. 3. tv. to give a
response to something, such as a
test question or a letter. 4. tv. to
reply to someone. (The object can
be a clause with THAT (7).) 5. iv. to
give a reply.

answer for someone [for someone]
to speak for someone else.

answer the door [after hearing
the doorbell or a knock] to go to
the door to see who is there.

ant ['&nt] n. a small insect that lives
in a colony.

antenna [&n 'ten o] 1. n. a device
that collects or receives electro-
magnetic signals that have been
broadcast, such as for radio or
television. (Plural: antennas.)
2. n., irreg. one of the sensitive
feelers found in pairs on the heads
of insects and some sea creatures.
(Plural: ANTENNAE or antennas.)

antennae [zn 'teni] a plural of
ANTENNA (2).

antic ['zn tik] 1. n. a playful or silly
act. (Often plural.) 2. adj. silly;
playful. (Adv: anticly or antically
[...akli].)

anticipate [@n 'tis o pet] tv. to
expect something to happen; to
prepare for something that is
expected to happen. (The object
can be a clause with THAT (7).)
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antique [zn 'tik] 1. adj. old, espe-
cially if valuable; belonging to a
time long ago. 2. n. an object that
was made long ago.

antonym ['@n to nim] n. a word
that means the opposite of another
word.

anxiety [ep 'za1 o ti] n. nervous-
ness; worry. (Singular or plural
with the same meaning. Not
countable.)

anxious ['zpk [as] 1. adj. nervous;
worried; troubled, especially with
a feeling of dread or concern.
(Adv: anxiously.) 2. adj. eager to
do something; excited about doing
something.

any ['eni] 1. pron. whichever one
or ones. (To point out one from a
group of two, use EITHER.) 2. pron.
even the smallest amount or num-
ber. (Always in the negative or
questions. Use SOME in affirmative
statements or commands.) 3. adj.
whichever [one or ones]. (To point
out one from a group of two, use
EITHER.) 4. adj. even the smallest
amount or number [of some-
thing]. (Always in the negative or
questions. Use soME in affirmative
statements or commands.) 5. adv.
even the smallest amount.

anybody ['enibadi] 1. pron. some
person; any person; anyone; even
one person. (Always in the nega-
tive or questions. Use SOMEBODY in
affirmative statements or com-
mands. No plural.) 2. . an
important person. (Used in the
negative or questions; use SOME-
BoDY in affirmative statements or
commands. No plural.) 3. n. any

random person; whoever; no mat-
ter who. (No plural.)

anyhow ['enihau] adv. in any case;
anyway; at any rate.

anymore [@ni'mor]| 1. adv. at the
present time in contrast to an ear-
lier time. (This is different from
any more. Usually in negative sen-
tences.) 2. adv. nowadays;
recently. (This is different from
any more. Colloquial. Common
but not standard English when
used in affirmative sentences.)

anyone ['eniwon] 1. pron. some
person; any person; anybody.
(Always in the negative or ques-
tions. Use SOMEONE in the
affirmative. No plural.) 2. #. just
any person; whoever; no matter
who. (No plural.)

anyplace ['eniples] 1. adv. no
matter where; in, at, or to a place;
wherever. 2. adv. [not] in, at, or to
any place; [not] in, at, or to even
one place. (Always in the negative
or questions. Use SOMEPLACE in the
affirmative.)

anything ['eni6i] 1. n. any thing,
object, or event. (No plural.) 2. n.
[not] a single thing; [not] even one
thing, object, or event. (Always in
the negative or questions. Use
SOMETHING in the affirmative. No
plural.) 3. adv. in any way. (Always
in the negative or questions.)

anytime ['enitaim] adv. whenever;
at any time; no matter when.

anyway ['eniwe] adv. in any case;
anyhow; nevertheless; at any rate.

anywhere ['enimer] 1. adv. any-

place; wherever; in, at, or to any
place; in, at, or to an unnamed
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place; in, at, or to whatever place.
2. adv. [not] somewhere; [not] in,
at, or to even one place. (Always in
the negative or questions. Use
SOMEWHERE in affirmative state-
ments and commands.)

apart [o 'part] 1. adv. not together;
separately. 2. adv. in pieces; into
pieces.
— BE POLES APART
— COME APART AT THE SEAMS
— FALL APART
—> TAKE SOMETHING APART

apartment [ 'part mont] n. a place
to live within a large building; liv-
ing quarters.

ape ['ep] 1. n. alarge monkeylike
mammal without a tail. 2. tv. to
copy or mock someone or some-
thing; to imitate someone or
something.

apologize [ 'pal 5 d3aiz] iv. to
make an apology; to say that one is
sorry.

apology [5 'pal 2 d3i] n. a state-
ment of regret for having done
something.

apostrophe [s 'pas trafi] 1. n. the
mark of punctuation () showing
where one or more letters have
been omitted. 2. n. the mark of
punctuation () used to show pos-
session in nouns. (In regular
singular nouns, add the apostro-
phe plus an s. In regular plural
nouns, add the apostrophe after
the plural s.)

appeal [ 'pil] 1. n. a plea for help;
arequest. 2. . a legal request that
a court decision be examined by a
higher judge or court. 3. n. attrac-
tion; something that draws some-
one or something closer. (No
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plural.) 4. tv. to request that a
court decision be examined by a
higher judge or court. 5. iv. to be
attractive to someone.

appear [0 'pir] 1. iv. to become vis-
ible; to come into sight. 2. iv. to
seem to be a certain way; to look a
certain way.

appear before someone 1. to
show up in the presence of some-
one, suddenly. 2. to stand up in
front of a particular judge in
court.

applaud [5 'plod] 1. iv. to clap the
hands together to show apprecia-
tion or approval. 2. tv. to show
appreciation for someone or
something by clapping one’s hands
together.

applause [ 'ploz] n. a show of
approval by clapping one’s hands
together. (No plural.)

apple ['xp al] n. a firm, round fruit
that has red, green, or yellow skin
and is white inside.
—> (AS) EASY AS (APPLE) PIE

the apple of someone’s eye some-
one’s favorite person or thing; a
boyfriend or a girlfriend; a person
or a thing that someone wants.

appliance [s 'plarons] 7. a
machine, usually found in the
home, with a specific function.

apply [ 'plai] 1. #v. to put or
spread something on something
else. 2. tv. to use something; to
make use of something. 3. tv. to
cause oneself to work or study
hard. (Takes a reflexive object.)
4. iv. to request something that
requires approval—such as a loan,
a job, or admission to a school—
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usually in writing or through some
other formal process. 5. iv. to be
appropriate or relevant to some-
one or something.

apply something to something 1. to
put something onto something.
2. to use something, such as force,
effort, etc., on something or in the
performance of some task.

appoint [5 'point] 1. tv. to choose
someone for a job or position; to
assign someone to a position. 2. tv.
to fill a vacant office, position, or
job; to determine who will serve in
an office, position, or job. 3. tv. to
set a time.

appoint someone to something to
select or assign someone to serve
in a particular role.

appointment [ 'point mont] 1. 7.
choosing someone to fill a posi-
tion or to take a job. (Plural only
for types and instances.) 2. . an
arranged meeting; an agreement
to meet at a specific time and
place.

appreciate [0 'pri [iet] 1. tv. to be
grateful for someone or some-
thing; to value someone or
something. (The object can be a
clause with THAT (7).) 2. iv. to
increase in value.

appreciation [oprii'e fon] 1. 7. a

feeling of being grateful for some-
one or something. (No plural.)
2. n. the recognition of the value
of something. (No plural.) 3. 7. a
rise in value; an increase in value.
(No plural.)

approach [s 'prot[] 1. tv. to go
near someone or something; to get
closer to someone or something in

time or space. 2. iv. [for someone
or something] to come closer in
time or space. 3. n. a way of solv-
ing a problem. 4. n. an entrance; a
path to something. 5. n. an
instance of [someone or some-
thing] coming closer.

approve [0 'pruv] 1. iv. to judge
[someone or something] to be sat-
isfactory or agreeable. 2. tv. to
grant approval of someone or
something.

approximate 1. [o 'prak so mat]
adj. estimated; not exact. (Adv:
approximately.) 2. [o 'prak so met]
tv. to estimate something; to guess
the amount of something. 3. [o
'prak so met] tv. to be similar to
someone or something; to appear
to be almost the same as someone
or something.

apricot ['e prokat] 1. n. a soft,
fuzzy, yellowish fruit that is
smaller than a peach and has a
large pit. 2. adj. made with @).

April ['e pral] Go to MONTH.

apron ['e pran] 1. n. a protective
skirt worn over one’s clothing; a
protective covering for the front of
one’s clothing. 2. n. the part of a
theater stage that is in front of
where the curtain hangs.
—> TIED TO ONE'S MOTHER'S APRON

STRINGS

apt ['zpt] 1. adj. likely to do some-
thing; prone to doing something.
2. adj. clever; easily taught. 3. adj.
suitable; appropriate; fitting. (Adv:
aptly.)

aquaria [0 'kwerioa] a plural of
AQUARIUM.
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aquarium [o'kweriom] 1. 1.,
irreg. a container for plants and
animals that live in the water.
(Plural: aquariums or AQUARIA.)

2. n., irreg. a public building con-
taining (@) for public viewing.

Arabic numeral ['cr 5 bik 'num s
ral] n. the most usual form of
number, such as 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.
(These forms come from Arabic
script.)

arc ['ark] 1. n. a curve; a portion of
a circle. 2. iv. to form a curve; to
take the shape of a curve.

arch ['artf] 1. n. a curved structure
over an opening, usually holding
the weight of the wall above it.
2. n. the curved part of the bot-
tom of the foot. 3. iv. to bend in
the shape of (¥); to curve like @).

archery ['art[ ori] n. the sport or
skill of shooting with a bow and
arrow. (No plural.)

architect ['ark o tekt] n. someone
who designs buildings.

architecture ['ark 1tek tfae] 1. n.
the designing of buildings; the
study of building design. (Plural
only for types and instances.) 2. n.
the particular design of a building.
(No plural.)

arctic ['ark tik] 1. adj. relating to
the ArcTic. (Sometimes capital-
ized.) 2. adj. very cold; freezing.
(Adv: arctically [...1k 1i].)

the Arctic n. the area around the
Arctic Ocean, near the North Pole.
(No plural. Treated as singular.)

are ['ar] iv,, irreg. a form of the verb
BE used in the second-person sin-
gular present and in all three
persons in the present-tense plu-
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ral. (Reduced to ’re in contrac-
tions.)

area ['erioa] 1. n. a space; a section.
2. n. a measure of a section of a
flat surface, determined, for
instance, by multiplying the length
of the surface by its width. 3. n. a
subject; a field of interest or study.
(See also a GRAY AREA.)

area code ['eriokod] n. a series of
numbers, used especially when
making a long-distance phone call,
that identifies the general location
of the person being called.

aren’t ['arnt] cont. are not.

aren’t | cont. am I not. (Used in the
asking of certain questions.)

argue ['ar gju] 1. iv. to disagree
[with someone] verbally; to quar-
rel [with someone] verbally. 2. tv.
to debate a point or issue by means
of an argument. (The object can
be a clause with THAT (7).)

argue against someone or some-
thing 1. [for someone] to make a
case against someone or some-
thing; to oppose the choice of
someone or something in an argu-
ment. 2. [for something, such as
facts] to support a case against
someone or something in an argu-
ment.

argue one's way out (of some-
thing) to talk and argue oneself
free of a problem.

argue someone down to defeat
someone in a debate.

argue something down 1. to defeat
a proposal or a motion in a meet-
ing through discussion. 2. to
reduce something, such as a bill or
a price, by arguing.
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argument ['argjomont] 1. 7. a
quarrel, especially if spoken; a dis-
pute. 2. 7. a debate or discussion
of an issue on which people dis-
agree.

arise [0 'raiz] 1. iv,, irreg. to get up;
to rise; to stand up. (Past tense:
AROSE; past participle: ARISEN.)
2. iv., irreg. to develop; to happen.

arise from something anp arise
out of something 1. to get up
from something. 2. to be due to
something; to be caused by some-
thing.

arise out of something Go to Arise
FROM SOMETHING.

arisen [ 'riz on] past participle of
ARISE.

arithmetic 1. [0 '110 mo t1k] n. the
part of mathematics using num-
bers to add, subtract, multiply, and
divide. 2. [er 10 'met 1k] the adj.
use of D). (Adv: arithmetically
[...1k 1i].)

arm ['arm] 1. 7. one of the upper

limbs of a human being. 2. n. one

of the two parts of a chair that

support the arms of someone who

sits in the chair. 3. tv. to equip

someone or something with

weapons.

—> COST AN ARM AND A LEG

—> FOLD ONE'S ARMS

—> GIVE ONE'S RIGHT ARM (FOR SOMEONE
OR SOMETHING)

—> PAY AN ARM AND A LEG (FOR SOME-
THING)

—> @ SHOT IN THE ARM

—> TWIST SOMEONE'S ARM

— UP IN ARMS

armchair ['arm tfer] n. a seat, usu-
ally cushioned, with supports for
the arms.

armed ['armd] 1. adj. carrying a
gun or other weapons. 2. adj.
ready for war; prepared for battle.

armed to the teeth heavily armed
with deadly weapons.

arm-in-arm [of persons] linked or
hooked together by the arms.

armpit ['arm pit] n. the hollow
underneath the place where the
arm joins the shoulder.

armrest ['armrest] n. the part of a
chair or seat that supports some-
one’s arm.

arms r. guns; weapons.

army ['armi] n. alarge group of
land-based soldiers.

aroma [ 'rom 9] n. an odor, espe-
cially one that is pleasant or
agreeable.

arose [ 'roz] past tense of ARISE.

around [5 'raund] 1. prep. enclos-
ing someone or something all
about; surrounding someone or
something. 2. prep. close to a cer-
tain time or location. 3. prep.
[traveling or touring] in various
places in something; at different
locations within something. (With
verbs such as run, walk, go, crawl,
travel, and drive.) 4. prep. moving
in a curved or circular pathway
with relation to someone or some-
thing. 5. adv. on every side; on all
sides. 6. adv. following a circle or a
curve.

arouse [0 'ravz] 1. tv. to wake
someone up. 2. tv. to awaken
someone’s interest, causing curios-
ity, anger, sexual stimulation, or
general interest.
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arouse someone from something

arouse someone from something
to activate a person out of a state
of rest, sleep, or inaction.

arrange [o 'rend3] 1. tv. to put
things in a particular order; to put
things in specific locations. 2. tv.
to prepare plans for something; to
plan details for something. 3. tv.
to adapt a piece of music in a par-
ticular way.

arrange something with someone
or something to prepare or plan
something that will include some-
one or something.

arrangement [o 'rend3 mont] 1. n.

the order or positions in which
things have been put or placed.
2. n. a group of flowers arranged
in a pleasing way. 3. n. a piece of
music that has been altered for a
particular purpose.

arrangements [ 'rend3 monts] n.
plans; provisions for something.
— MAKE ARRANGEMENTS

arrest [0 'rest] 1. n. the taking and
holding of someone using the
authority of the law. 2. tv. to take
someone to the police station for
breaking a law. 3. tv. to stop some-
thing from moving or working; to
bring something to an end.
—> UNDER ARREST

arrival [o 'rar val] n. the reaching of
the place that one is going to;
coming to a place.

arrive [5 'rarv] iv. to reach the place
that one is going to.
—> HAVE ARRIVED

arrive at something 1. to reach a
place. 2. to reach a conclusion; to
make a decision.
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arrive (up)on the scene (of
something) to reach the location
of an event in progress.

arrogance ['er o gons] n. an
unpleasant attitude of superiority;
excessive pride. (No plural.)

arrogant ['er o gont] adj. with an
unpleasant attitude of superiority;
showing arrogance. (Adv: arro-
gantly.)

arrow ['er o] 1. n. a thin, sharply
pointed stick that is shot from a
bow. 2. n. a pointed symbol, indi-
cating direction or position.

art ['art] 1. n. the skilled creation of
things of beauty or significant
interest. (No plural. Typically
painting, drawing, sculpture, fic-
tion, poetry, theater, dance, music,
film, and photography.) 2. n. the
product of (@), such as a painting,
drawing, or sculpture. (No plural.
Number is expressed with work(s)
of art.) 3. n. the skill required to
do or to make something creative;
a creative craft.

article ['ar tikal] 1. . a small part
or section of a written document,
especially an official document
such as a contract. 2. n. a specific
item; a piece of something. 3. 7. a
word like A, AN, and THE in English.
4. n. a small section of writing in a
larger work, as in a newspaper or
an encyclopedia.

artificial [ar to 'fif al] adj. not
authentic; not occurring in nature.
(Adv: artificially.)

artist ['ar tist] n. someone who
creates ART (2) or practices ART (1.
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(as) hard as nails

artistic [ar 't1s tik] adj. creatively
pleasing; showing creativity. (Adv:
artistically [...1k li].)

the arts n. areas of activity associ-
ated with a kind of art. (Treated as
plural.)

artwork ['art wak] 1. 1. one or
more pieces of art, such as a paint-
ing or a sculpture. (No plural.)
2. n. the pictures or illustrations
that appear with written text. (No
plural.)

as ['az] 1. conj. to the same amount
or degree; equally; in the same
way. 2. conj. while; during; at the
same time. 3. conj. in the way that.
4. conj. because; since. 5. prep. in
the role or function of something.

as a duck takes to water easily
and naturally.

as an aside as a comment; as a
comment that is not supposed to
be heard by everyone.

(as) bad as all that as bad as
reported; as bad as it seems.

(as) blind as a bat with imperfect
sight; blind.

(as) busy as a beaver axp (as)
busy as a bee very busy.

(as) busy as a bee Go to (as) Busy
AS A BEAVER.

(as) busy as Grand Central Sta-
tion very busy; crowded with
customers or other people. (Grand
Central Station is a large railroad
station in New York City.)

(as) clear as mud not understand-
able.

(as) comfortable as an old shoe
very comfortable; very comforting
and familiar.

(as) cool as a cucumber calm
and not agitated; with one’s wits
about one.

(as) dead as a dodo dead; no
longer in existence. (Dodo = a
large, extinct bird.)

(as) different as night and day
completely different.

(as) easy as (apple) pie very easy.

(as) easy as duck soup very easy;
requiring no effort.

as far as it goes as much as some-
thing does, categorizes, covers, or
accomplishes.

as fast as one’s feet would carry
one as fast as possible.

(as) fit as a fiddle healthy and
physically fit.

(as) flat as a pancake very flat.

as for someone or something in
regard to someone or something;
concerning someone or some-
thing.

(as) free as a bird carefree; com-
pletely free.

(as) full as a tick anp (as) tight
as a tick 1. very tight. 2. drunk.

(as) funny as a crutch not funny
at all.

(as) good as done the same as
being done; almost done. (Many
different past participles can
replace done in this phrase: cooked,
dead, finished, painted, typed, etc.)

(as) good as gold genuine;
authentic.

(as) happy as a clam happy and
content.

(as) hard as nails very hard; cold
and cruel.
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(as) high as a kite

(as) high as a kite anp (as) high
as the sky 1. very high. 2. drunk
or drugged.

(as) high as the sky Go to (as)

HIGH AS A KITE.

(as) hungry as a bear very hun-
8ry.

as if conj. in the same way that it
would be if [something were to
happen].

(as) innocent as a lamb guiltless;
nawve.

as it were as one might say; in a
way. (Sometimes used to qualify
an assertion that may not sound
reasonable or that is technically
not true.)

(as) light as a feather of little
weight.

(as) likely as not probably; with
an even chance either way.

as long as anp so long as 1. pro-
vided that...; on the condition
that.... 2. since...; given the fact
that.... 3. during or throughout
the period of time that....

as luck would have it by good or
bad luck; as it turned out; by
chance.

(as) mad as a hornet angry.

(as) mad as a March hare crazy.
(Often associated with a character
in Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adven-
tures in Wonderland, though the
phrase is actually older.)

(as) mad as a wet hen angry.

as one as if a group were one per-
son. (Especially with act, move, or
speak.)
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(as) plain as day 1. very plain and
simple. 2. clear and understand-
able. (As transparent as daylight.)

as plain as the nose on one's
face obvious; clearly evident.

(as) poor as a church mouse
very poor.

(as) pretty as a picture very
pretty.

(as) proud as a peacock very
proud; haughty.

(as) quick as a wink very quickly.

(as) quiet as a mouse very quiet;
shy and silent.

(as) regular as clockwork
dependably regular.

(as) scarce as hens’ teeth axp
scarcer than hens’ teeth very
scarce or nonexistent.

(as) sick as a dog very sick; sick
and vomiting.

(as) slippery as an eel devious;
undependable.

(as) smart as a fox smart and
clever.

(as) snug as a bug in a rug cozy
and snug.

(as) sober as a judge 1. very for-
mal, somber, or stuffy. 2. not
drunk; alert and completely sober.

(as) soft as a baby’s bottom very
soft and smooth to the touch.

as soon as at the moment that; at
the time that; when.

(as) soon as possible at the earli-
est time.

(as) strong as an ox very strong.

(as) stubborn as a mule very
stubborn.
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ask someone out (to something)

as such considering the state some-
thing is in; as someone or
something is.

as the crow flies straight across
the land, as opposed to distances
measured on a road, river, etc.

(as) thick as pea soup [of fog]
very thick.

(as) thick as thieves very close-
knit; friendly; allied.

as though conj. in the same way
that it would be if [something
were to happen].

(as) tight as a tick Go to (as) FuLL
AS A TICK.

as to someone or something regard-
ing someone or something;
concerning someone or some-
thing; about someone or
something.

as usual as is the normal or typical
situation.

(as) weak as a kitten weak; weak
and sickly.

as well also; in addition.

as well as in addition to [someone
or something].

(as) white as the driven snow
very white.

(as) wise as an owl very wise.

ash ['&[] 1. n. what remains after
matter has burned or exploded.
(The plural form is used when
referring to the individual parti-
cles and pieces.) 2. n. a tree of
the olive family. 3. n. the wood
of . (Plural only for types and
instances.)

ashamed [5 'femd] adj. having
shame [about something]. (Adv:
ashamedly [o 'fem ad li].)

aside [o 'said] 1. n. something said
that is not meant to be heard by all
present; a remark made by an
actor to the audience. 2. adv. to
the side; to one side; apart from
someone or something. 3. adv.
away from oneself; to the side of
oneself.
— ALL JOKING ASIDE
— AS AN ASIDE
—> ELBOW SOMEONE ASIDE
—> MOTION SOMEONE ASIDE
— STAND ASIDE
— STEP ASIDE

ask ['ask] 1. tv. to put a question to
someone. 2. tv. to request infor-
mation by stating a question. (The
object can be a clause with THAT
@.) 3. tv. to request that someone
do something or give one some-
thing. 4. tv. to question someone
about someone or something.
5. tv. to invite someone to do
something; to suggest that some-
one do something.

ask after someone to inquire about
the health and well-being of some-
one.

ask for the moon to ask for too
much; to make great demands; to
ask for something that is difficult
or impossible to obtain.

ask for trouble to do or say some-
thing that will cause trouble.

ask someone in((to) someplace) to
invite someone inside someplace.

ask someone out (for something)
GO to ASK SOMEONE OUT (TO SOMETHING).

ask someone out (to something)
anD ask someone out (for some-
thing) to invite someone to go out
to something or someplace [on a
date].
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ask someone over

ask someone over to invite some-
one who lives close by to come to
one’s home [for a visit].

ask someone up to ask someone to
come to one’s home for a visit.
(Usually said when someone must
travel north, up a hill, or to an
upper-level apartment for the
visit.)

asleep [ 'slip] 1. adj. sleeping; not
awake. (Not prenominal.) 2. adj.
[of arms, legs, hands, feet] tem-
porarily not feeling anything. (Not
prenominal.)

asleep at the switch not attend-
ing to one’s job; failing to do one’s
duty at the proper time.

aspersion [xs 'pa 30n] n. a critical
or derogatory remark.
—> CAST ASPERSIONS ON SOMEONE

aspirin ['as prin] 1. n. a medica-
tion for relieving pain, used
especially for headaches. (No plu-
ral.) 2. a tablet of (). (Singular or
plural with the same meaning.)

assail [o 'sel] 1. tv. to attack some-
one or something. 2. tv. to criticize
someone or something strongly.

asset ['@ set] 1. n. an item of value;
an item of someone’s property.
2. n. a useful skill; a useful quality.
(Figurative on (1).)

assign someone or something to
someone or something to desig-
nate someone or something as
belonging to someone or some-
thing.

assign something to someone to
attribute something to someone;
to blame something on someone.

assist [o 'sist] 1. tv. to help some-
one or something; to help
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someone with something. 2. n. an
act of assistance.

assistance [o 'sis tons] 7. help; aid;
cooperation. (No plural.)

assistant [o 's1s tont] 7. someone
who helps someone; someone
whose job is to help someone.

associate 1. [0 'so siat] n. a col-
league; someone who works with
someone else. 2. [ 'so siat] adj.
[of a job or position] not at the
highest level, but typically at a
higher level than an assistant.
3. [0 'sosiet] iv. to make social
contact with someone.

association [ososi'efon] 1.7. a
connection or link between two
things, people, or thoughts. 2. . a
club, society, or organization; an
alliance. 3. n. a friendship; a rela-
tionship.

assume [0 'sum] 1. tv. to believe
that something really is as one
thinks it is; to suppose something
is true. (The object can be a clause
with THAT (7).) 2. tv. to take control
of something; to move into a role
of leadership or responsibility for
something.

assume liability (for something)
to accept the responsibility for
paying a cost.

assure [ '[ur] tv. to promise some-
one something; to say something
encouraging and positive to some-
one.

at ['xt] 1. prep. located on a point
or in a place. 2. prep. in the direc-
tion of someone or something;
toward someone or something.
3. prep. engaged in something;
being in a certain state or process.
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athlete

4. prep. toward someone or some-
thing.

at a premium at a high price;
priced high because of something
special.

at a snail’s pace very slowly.

at a stretch continuously; without
stopping.

at bay at a distance.

at death’s door near death.

at half-mast [of a flag] halfway up

or down.
at last finally; after a long wait.
at loose ends restless and unset-
tled; unemployed.

at one fell swoop axp in one
fell swoop in a single incident; as
a single event. (Fell = terrible.)

at one’s wit’s end at the limits of
one’s mental resources.

at peace 1. peaceful; relaxed;
happy. 2. dead.

at random happening by chance;
chosen for no special reason.

at regular intervals at points that
are equal in distance apart.

at rest not moving; not active.

at risk in a situation where there is
risk; in danger.

at sea on the sea; away on a voyage
on the ocean.

at sea (about something) con-
fused; lost and bewildered.

at sixes and sevens disorderly;
lost and bewildered.

at someone’s doorstep axp on
someone’s doorstep in someone’s
care; as someone’s responsibility.

at the bottom of the ladder at
the lowest level of pay and status.

at the drop of a hat immediately
and without urging.

at the eleventh hour at the last
possible moment.

at the end of one’s rope at the
limits of one’s endurance.

at the forefront (of something)
anD in the forefront (of some-
thing) the most important place;
the place of greatest activity.

at the height of something at the
most intense or forceful aspect of
something.

at the helm (of something) in the
position of being in control of
something.

at the last minute at the last pos-
sible chance.

at the outside at the very most.

at the rear of something located at
the back part of something.

at the top of one’s lungs Go to at
THE TOP OF ONE'S VOICE.

at the top of one’s voice anp at
the top of one’s lungs with a
very loud voice; as loudly as is pos-
sible to speak or yell.

at the zenith of something [...'zi
n16...] at the highest point of
something; at the peak of some-
thing.

at this stage (of the game) at the
current point in some event or sit-
uation; currently.

ate ['et] past tense of EAT.

athlete ['x0lit] n. someone who
participates in sports actively,
especially a team member.
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athletic

athletic [«0 'let 1k] 1. adj. strong;
active; in good physical condition.
(Adv: athletically [...1k li].) 2. adj.
relating to athletes; in or for ath-
letics. (Adv: athletically [...1k 1i].)

athletics 7. active sports; exercise
and training for sports. (Treated as
singular or plural. Not countable.)

atlas ['«t los] 7. a book of maps.

atmosphere ['et mos fir] 1. 7. the
mixture of gases that surrounds a
planet, especially the air that sur-
rounds the earth. 2. n. the air that
is nearby; the air that one is
breathing. (No plural.) 3. n. the
mood or feeling in a particular
place. (No plural.)

atom ['zt om] n. the smallest part
of an element that has all the
chemical properties of the ele-
ment.

attach [o 'tetf] 1. tv. to fasten
something to something else. 2. tv.
to associate a quality with some-
one or something; to think of a
quality as belonging to someone or
something.
— WITH NO STRINGS ATTACHED
— WITHOUT ANY STRINGS ATTACHED

attach oneself to someone 1. to
become emotionally attached to
someone. 2. to follow after some-
one; to become a constant
companion to someone.

attach oneself to something to
connect or secure oneself to some-
thing.

attack [o 'tek] 1. tv. to try to harm
someone or something, physically
or verbally. 2. tv. to begin work on
a problem. (Figurative on (1).)
3. n. an act of physical or verbal
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violence against someone or some-
thing. 4. n. a sudden period of
sickness or disease.

attempt [o 'tempt] 1. n. an effort
to do something; a try at doing
something. 2. tv. to try to do
something.

attend [ 'tend] 1. tv. to be present
at a place or event; to be present
somewhere over a period of time.
2. iv. to deal with someone or
something; to manage something.

attendance [o 'tendons] 1. n.
someone’s presence at a location
or event. (No plural.) 2. n. the
number of people present; the
identity of the people attending
something. (No plural.)

—> TAKE ATTENDANCE

attention [o 'ten fon] n. care in
doing something; careful and
watchful awareness. (No plural.)
—> BRING SOMETHING TO SOMEONE'S

ATTENTION
—> GRIP SOMEONE'S ATTENTION
—> HOLD SOMEONE'S ATTENTION
—> RIVET SOMEONE'S ATTENTION
—> SOMEONE'S ATTENTIONS

attic 'zt k] n. the room at the top
of a house, just under the roof.

attitude ['zt o tud] 1. n. a way of
thinking, behaving, and feeling.
2. n. a particular position or angle,
especially of an aircraft.
—> WAIT-AND-SEE ATTITUDE

attractive [o 'treek tiv] adj. pretty;
pleasing to the eye; handsome;
creating interest. (Adv: attrac-
tively.)

auction ['ok fon] 7. a sale where
each item is sold to the person

offering to pay the highest price.
—> DUTCH AuCTION
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avail oneself of something

auction something off to sell
something [to the highest bidder]
at an auction.

audience ['o dians] 1. 7. a group
of spectators who watch and listen
to someone or something. 2. n. the
group of people who see a particu-
lar film, TV show, etc. 3. 1. a
formal interview or meeting with
a very important person.

audio ['odio] 1. n. broadcast or
recorded sound, not video; the
part of television that can be
heard. (No plural.) 2. the adj. use
of .

audition for something to try out
for a part in something where
one’s singing, speaking, or playing
is heard and judged.

audition someone for something to
judge someone’s singing, speaking,
or playing potential for a partin a
performance.

auditorium [5>d1'toriom] 1. n. the
part of a performance hall where
the audience sits. 2. n. a large
room or building used for public
meetings, lectures, and similar
things.

August ['0g ast] Go to MONTH.

aunt ['ent] n. the sister of one’s
mother or father; the wife of the
brother of one’s mother or father;
the wife of one’s uncle.

authentic [5 '0en tik] adj. real;
genuine; known to be real or true.
(Adv: authentically [...1k li].)

author ['502] 1. n. someone who
writes books, poems, plays, arti-
cles, or similar compositions. 2. tv.
to write something; to compose
something.

authorities 7. members of a group
who have the autHoriTY (@) to do
something, such as to make rules;
the police; the government.

authority [5 'Oor o ti] 1. n. the
power and right to do something;
control and managing in general.
(No plural.) 2. n. an expert.

auto ['ot 0] 7. a car; an AUTOMOBILE.

autograph ['ot o gref] 1. n. some-
one’s signature, especially the
signature of a famous person.
2. the adj. use of (). 3. tv. to sign
one’s name on something.

automatic [ot o 'met 1k] 1. adj. [of
a machine] acting by itself; not
needing outside help to perform a
process. (Adv: automatically [...1k
1i].) 2. adj. done without thinking;
done out of habit or by instinct.
(Adv: automatically [...1k li].)

automobile [5t o mo 'bil] n. acar;a
vehicle that can carry a small
number of passengers.

autumn ['ot om] 7. fall; the season
after summer and before winter.

aux. an abbreviation of AUXILIARY
VERB.

auxiliary [og 'zil jori] 1. adj. sec-
ondary; supplementary; substi-
tute. 2. 71. an AUXILIARY VERB.
(Abbreviated aux. here.)

auxiliary verb anp verbal auxil-
iary [og 'zil jori vab, 'varb ol og
'z1l jori] n. a word that is used
before a verb to affect its tense,
aspect, or mood.

avail oneself of something [o
'vel...] to help oneself by making
use of something that is available.
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available

available [ 'vel o bal] adj. ready;
accessible and not assigned or
committed to something else.

avenue ['zvonu] 1. n. awide
street in a city, sometimes lined
with trees. 2. n. a figurative path-
way, representing a route to
success.

avenue of escape the pathway or
route along which someone or
something escapes.

average ['ev (9)r1id3] 1. n. an
amount obtained by adding sev-
eral numbers together and then
dividing that total by the quantity
of numbers that were added. 2. n.
something that is usual, typical, or
normal. (No plural.) 3. tv. to add
several figures and then divide
that total by the number of figures
that were added. 4. adj. usual; typ-
ical; normal; ordinary. (Adv:
averagely.)
—> ABOVE AVERAGE
— BELOW AVERAGE
—> ON THE AVERAGE

average out to even out ultimately;
to be fair over the long term.

aviation [evi'e [on] . the flying
of aircraft; the management of
flying aircraft. (No plural.)

avocado [av 5 'kad o] 1. n. a tropi-
cal fruit with rough green, black,
or purple skin, soft green flesh,
and a large pit. (Plural ends in -s.)
2. n. the edible part of @). (No
plural.) 3. adj. made from (2.

avoid [2 'void] 1. tv. to elude con-
tact with someone or something;
to manage not to make contact
with someone or something. 2. tv.
to prevent something from occur-
ring.
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await [o 'wet] tv. to expect some-

one or something to arrive; to wait
for the arrival of someone or
something.

awake [0 'wek] 1. adj. not asleep;

alert. (Not prenominal.) 2. iv.,
irreg. to stop sleeping; to wake.
(Past tense: AWOKE; past participle:
AWOKEN. See also AWAKEN.) 3. tv.,
irreg. to make someone or some-
thing stop sleeping; to wake
someone or something up. (See
also AWAKEN.) 4. tv., irreg. to bring
back memories of someone or
something into one’s thoughts.

awaken [5 'wek an] 1. iv. to stop

sleeping; to wake. (See also AWAKE.)
2. tv. to make someone or some-
thing stop sleeping; to wake
someone or something up. (See
also AWAKE.) 3. tv. to bring back
memories of someone or some-
thing into one’s thoughts; to
arouse in someone a new or hid-
den feeling, interest, talent,
awareness, or emotion.

award [5 'word] 1. n. something

given to someone as repayment;
something given to someone as a
prize. 2. tv. to give something to
someone as the result of an official
legal decision; to order the pay-
ment of money in a court of law.
3. tv. to give a prize to someone; to
give someone something as the
result of an official decision.

aware [ 'wer] 1. adj. alert; con-

scious; having control of one’s
senses. (Not usually prenominal.)
2. adj. knowledgeable; in a state of
knowing something. (Takes a
clause with that.) 3. adj. conscious
of someone or something.
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axle

away [0 'we] 1. adj. at some dis-
tance; apart in distance. (Not
prenominal.) 2. adj. [of a game]
not played on the home team’s
court or field. 3. adv. at a distance
from one position or direction to
another; from one state or posi-
tion to another. 4. adv. without
stopping; continuously.

away from one’s desk not avail-
able for a telephone conversation;
not available to be seen.

awe ['s] 1. n. a strong feeling of
wonder and respect. (No plural.)
2. tv. to fill someone with wonder
and respect.

awful ['5ful] adj. horrible; terrible;
very bad. (Adv: AwruLLY.)

awfully ['of () li] 1. adv. terribly;
horribly; badly. 2. adv. very; really.

awhile [0 'mail] adv. for a short
length of time; for a little bit of
time.

awkward ['ok wad] 1. adj. clumsy;
not graceful. (Adv: awkwardly.)

2. adj. hard to manage; hard to
control; not easily used. (Adv:
awkwardly.) 3. adj. embarrassing;
embarrassed. (Adv: awkwardly.)

awning ['onip] 7. a covering,
extending over a walkway, door, or
window.

awoke [5 'wok] past tense of AWAKE.

awoken [ 'wok an] past participle
of AWAKE.

ax(e) ['aks] n. a tool that consists
of a heavy metal wedge attached to
a handle, used to chop wood.
(Plural: Axes.)
—> HAVE AN AX TO GRIND

axes 1. ['zk siz] plural of axis.
2. ['zk siz] plural of Axe and Ax.
axis ['xks 18] n., irreg. an imaginary
line that goes through the center

point of a sphere or a ball. (Plural:
AXES.)

axle ['ak sal] n. the rod that con-
nects a pair of wheels.
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a babe in the woods a naive or
innocent person; an inexperienced
person.

baby ['bebi] 1. 7. an infant; a
newly born child. 2. tv. to treat
someone or something like ().

3. the adj. use of ().

— (AS) SOFT AS A BABY'S BOTTOM

—> LEAVE SOMEONE HOLDING THE BABY
babysat ['beb i set] past tense and

past participle of BABYSIT.

babysit ['be bi sit] 1. iv., irreg. to
care for someone’s children. (Past
tense and past participle: BABYSAT.)
2. tv., irreg. to take care of chil-
dren whose parents are away.

babysitter ['be bi sit &] n. some-
one who takes care of children
whose parents are away.

back ['bak] 1. 1. the part of a body
along the spine. 2. n. the rear part
of something. 3. n. the part of a
chair that supports 0. 4. iv. to
move backward out of something.
5. tv. to support someone or
something with money. 6. adj.
rear; opposite the front. (Prenom-
inal only.) 7. adv. to or toward the
rear; backward. 8. adv. earlier; in
or to the past.

back and forth ['bzk on 'for0]
adv. moving in one direction and
then the other, over and over;
moving from one to the other,
again and again.

back away (from someone or
something) anp back off (from
someone or something) 1. to move
backward from a person or thing;
to withdraw physically from
someone or something. 2. to
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begin to appear uninterested in
someone or something; to with-
draw one’s interest from someone
or something.

back in circulation 1. [for some-
thing to be] available to the public
again. (Said especially of things
that are said to circulate, such as
money, library books, and maga-
zines.) 2. [for a person to be]
socially active again; dating again
after a divorce or breakup with
one’s lover.

back off (from someone or some-
thing) Go to BACK AWAY (FROM
SOMEONE OR SOMETH\NG).

back out (of something) 1. [for
someone or something] to move
backward out of something.
2. [for someone] to withdraw
from something.

back someone up to provide some-
one with some help; to support
someone.

back to the drawing board time
to start over again; it is time to
plan something over again.

back to the salt mines time to
return to work, school, or some
other place that might be un-
pleasant.

backbone ['bzk bon] n. the spine.

background ['bzk graund] 1. n.
[in a picture] the scene behind the
main subject. 2. n. the events lead-
ing up to something. (No plural.)
3. n. the past training, education,
and experience of someone.
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bail out (of something)

backrest ['bak rest] n. the vertical
part of a chair that supports some-
one’s back.

back-to-back 1. adj. adjacent and
touching backs. 2. adj. following
immediately. (Said of things or
events. In this case, the events are
figuratively back-to-front.)

backup ['bak op] 1. 1. a substitute
or replacement for someone or
something. 2. 7. [in computers] a
copy of a computer file or docu-
ment. 3. adj. spare; extra.

backward ['bxk wad] 1. adv.
toward the rear; with the back part
going first. (Also backwards. See
also FALL OVER BACKWARDS (TO DO
SOMETHING).) 2. adv. in a way that is
the opposite of the normal way; in
a way that reverses the order or
direction of something. 3. adj.
directed toward the back or the
starting point. 4. adj. in a worse or
earlier state; not modern. (Adv:
backwardly.) 5. adj. hesitant or shy.
(Adv: backwardly.)

backyard ['bzk 'jard] n. the lawn
or area behind a house.

bacon ['bek an] . meat from the
back and sides of a hog. (Plural
only for types and instances.)

bacteria [bak 'tiris] n. a group of
tiny, one-celled organisms. (BACTE-
RiA is plural. The singular is
bacterium.)

bad ['bxd] 1. adj., irreg. wicked;
evil; not good. (Adv: badly. Comp:
WORSE; sup: WORST.) 2. adj., irreg. of
poor quality; inferior; worthless;
defective; not good. (Adv: badly.
Comp: WORSE; sup: WORST.) 3. adj.,
irreg. serious; severe. (Adv: badly.

Comp: WORSE; sup: WorsT.) 4. adj.,

irreg. harmful; not healthful.

(Adv: badly. Comp: WORSE; sup:

WORST.) 5. adj., irreg. [of a person,

a creature, or a part of one’s body

feeling or appearing] sick, hurt, or

unwell. 6. adj., irreg. unpleasant;

disagreeable; not nice. (Adv: badly.

Comp: WORSE; sup: WoRsT.) 7. adj.

[of food] decayed or spoiled.

8. ady. very much. (Colloquial.)

—> (AS) BAD AS ALL THAT

— COME TO A BAD END

— IN BAD FAITH

— IN BAD TASTE

— LEAVE A BAD TASTE IN SOMEONE'S
MOUTH

— THROW GOOD MONEY AFTER BAD

badge ['bad3] n. a pin or medal
worn to show membership in an
organization.

bag ['bag] 1. n. a sack; a pouchlike
container. 2. n. the contents of ().
3. tv. to put items into (7). 4. tv. to
kill wild game.
—> LEAVE SOMEONE HOLDING THE BAG
—> LET THE CAT OUT OF THE BAG
—> a MIXED BAG

bag and baggage adv. with one’s
luggage; with all one’s possessions.

bag of tricks a collection of special
techniques or methods.

baggage ['bxg 1d3] n. luggage or
suitcases. (No plural. Treated as
singular. Number is expressed
with piece(s) of baggage.)
— BAG AND BAGGAGE

baggy ['bag i] adj. puffy; having
extra material that hangs in loose
folds. (Adv: baggily. Comp: bag-
gier; sup: baggiest.)

bail out (of something) 1. to para-
chute out of an airplane. 2. to
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bail someone out (of something)

escape from or abandon some-
thing.

bail someone out (of something)
to pay bail or bond money to get a
person out of jail.

bait ['bet] 1. n. someone or some-
thing used as a lure or temptation.
(Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. tv. to put a worm or
some kind of food on a hook in
order to attract fish. 3. tv. to put a
lure into a trap.
—> FISH OR CUT BAIT

bake ['bek] 1. tv. to cook some-
thing using dry heat, usually in an
oven. 2. tv. [for the sun or hot, dry
weather| to make someone or
something very hot. (Figurative on
@.) 3. iv. to cook food by placing
it in a hot oven.

baker ['bek 2] n. someone who
bakes foods, usually breads or pas-
tries.

bakery ['bek ri] . a store or place
where bread products and pastries
are prepared and sold.

balance ['bzl ons] 1. n. an even
placement of weight; a stable posi-
tion with weight placed evenly; the
ability to stay in such a position.
(No plural.) 2. 7. a device that
compares the weights of two
objects. 3. . an equality in weight,
proportion, or value; harmony.
(No plural.) 4. n. the amount of
money remaining on a bill after
part of the bill has been paid; the
amount of money remaining in an
account after a transaction. 5. tv.
to place something in such a way
that it is stable. 6. tv. to apply
credits and debits to an account to
determine the correct amount of
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money in the account. 7. tv. to
make something have symmetry
in appearance or character.
—> CATCH SOMEONE OFF BALANCE
—> HANG IN THE BALANCE
—> STRIKE A BALANCE (BETWEEN TWO
THINGS)
balcony ['bal koni] 1. 7. a plat-
form that extends outward from a
room that is higher than ground
level. 2. n. [in a hall or audito-
rium] an upper level of seats that
extends over the main floor.
bald ['bold] adj. having no hair on
the head; without hair. (Comp:
balder; sup: baldest.)

ball ['bol] 1. 1. a round object; a
sphere. 2. n. a toy that is a round
object. 3. n. an elegant dance or
party.

— the BALLS OF ONE'S FEET

—> CARRY THE BALL

—> DROP THE BALL

—> KEEP ONE'S EYE ON THE BALL
—> PLAY BALL (WITH SOMEONE)

ballet [bz 'le] n. a form of graceful
and precise dance that tells a story
without using speech or singing.
(Plural only for types and
instances.)

balloon [bs 'lun] 7. a container of
rubber, fabric, or some other
material that can be filled with air
or gas.

ballot ['bzl ot] 1. n. a method of
voting involving pieces of paper or
machines. 2. n. a piece of paper on
which one’s vote is marked.

—> STUFF THE BALLOT BOX

the balls of one’s feet the bottom
part of the feet just under the toes.

bamboo [bazm 'bu] 1. 7. a type of
very tall, woody grass typically
found in warm countries. (No plu-
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bar

ral.) 2. adj. made from the stems
or wood of (.

banana [bs 'nen o] 1. n. along,
tropical fruit with a yellow skin
around a soft, white edible pulp.
2. adj. made of or flavored with

band ['band] 1. n. a group of musi-
cians, often including singers. 2. n.
a tribe; a group of people. 3. 1. a
flat, thin strip of some material
that is used to hold objects

together. 4. n. a stripe.
— RUBBER BAND

band together (against someone
or something) to unite in opposi-
tion to someone or something; to
unite against someone or some-
thing.

bandage ['ban did3] 1. n. a wrap-
ping used to cover and protect a
wound against dirt, germs, and
infection. 2. tv. to place (1) on
someone or something.

bandit ['ben dit] n. a robber, espe-
cially one belonging to a band of
outlaws.

bandwagon ['bend wagon] 1. 1.
a wagon or large cart that carries a
band, as in a parade or circus.
(Old.) 2. n. [in idioms] an imagi-
nary vehicle on which people
following a particular trend or fad
can ride.

— CLIMB ON THE BANDWAGON
—> GET ON THE BANDWAGON
—> JUMP ON THE BANDWAGON

bang ['bap] 1. 1. a sudden, loud
noise; the sound of an explosion.
2. tv. to hit something against
something else, making a loud
noise. 3. iv. to hit [something]; to

make loud noises by striking
something.
— GO OVER WITH A BANG

bang into someone or something to
knock or bump into someone or
something.

bang one’s head against a brick
wall Go to BEAT ONE'S HEAD AGAINST
THE WALL.

bangs 7. hair that hangs down over
the forehead or eyes rather than
being combed back. (Treated as
plural, but not countable.)

bank ['bapk] 1. 7. a corporation
that lends, saves, and protects
money. 2. n. the building where
money is loaned, saved, and pro-
tected. 3. n. a place where certain
objects are stored. 4. n. the land
along the side of a river, stream, or
canal. 5. n. a row or set of objects.
6. iv. to do business with (@).
— BREAK THE BANK

bank on something to count on
something; to rely on something.

banker ['bazn kat] 1. someone who
is an owner of or an important
officer in a bank.

banquet ['baxp kwit] 1. 7. a dinner
and speeches, usually connected
with a celebration or an event.
2. n. a special dinner with a large
menu; a feast.

bar ['bar] 1. n. a counter or flat sur-
face that someone stands behind
to prepare and serve drinks or
food to people. 2. n. a counter or
flat surface where different kinds
of food items are kept, from which
people choose whatever they
would like to eat. 3. 1. a place
where people can buy alcoholic
drinks. 4. n. a rigid rod of metal,
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bar

wood, or some other material.

5. n. a rectangular object made of
certain kinds of material, such as
soap or various metals. 6. 7. a
measure in a piece of music. 7. tv.
to secure a door or window by
placing (@) across it.

the bar n. the legal profession. (No
plural. Treated as singular.)

barbecue axp barbeque ['bar bo
kju] 1. n. an outdoor grill used to
cook food. 2. n. a party or meal
where people eat food cooked on a
grill. 3. n. the food that is pre-
pared on an outdoor grill,
especially food cooked with a
spicy tomato sauce. 4. tv. to cook
food on a grill, often with a spicy
tomato sauce. 5. iv. [for food] to
cook on an outdoor grill, often
with a spicy tomato sauce.

barbeque ['bar bo kju] Go to BAR-
BECUE.

barber ['bar ba] . someone who
cuts or styles hair, especially men’s
hair.

bare ['ber] 1. tv. to uncover. 2. adj.
naked; exposed. (Adv: barely.
Comp: barer; sup: barest.) 3. adj.
empty. (Adv: barely. Comp: barer;
sup: barest.)

barefoot(ed) ['ber fut(ad)] 1. adv.
without shoes or socks; with noth-
ing on the feet. 2. adj. not wearing
shoes or socks; having nothing on
the feet.

barely ['berli] adv. hardly; only
just; not quite.

bargain ['bar gon] 1. n. something
that was bought for less money
than it would normally cost. 2. 1.
an agreement.
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—> DRIVE A HARD BARGAIN

—> HOLD UP ONE'S END (OF THE
BARGAIN)

—> IN THE BARGAIN

—> LIVE UP TO ONE'S END OF THE
BARGAIN

—> THROW SOMETHING INTO THE BARGAIN

bargain for something to expect or
anticipate something; to foresee
something.

bargain with someone to set the
terms of an agreement or a sale
with someone.

barge in on someone or something
to go or come rudely into a place
and interrupt people or their
activities.

barge into someone or something
to bump or crash into someone or
something, possibly on purpose.

bark ['bark] 1. n. the outer surface
of a tree. (Plural only for types
and instances.) 2. n. the sound
that is made by a dog. (See also
ONE'S BARK IS WORSE THAN ONE'S BITE.)
3. iv. to make the noise of a dog.

bark up the wrong tree to make
the wrong choice; to ask the wrong
person; to follow the wrong
course.

barn ['barn] 1. n. alarge farm
building for keeping livestock and
storing supplies and equipment.
2. n. a large building where trucks
and buses are kept and serviced.

barnyard ['barn jard] n. the fenced
area surrounding a barn; a farm-
yard.

barometer [bo'ramota] 1.n.a
device that measures the air pres-
sure that is all around us. 2. n.
something that indicates possible
changes. (Figurative on (@).)
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basketball

barrel ['berol] 1. 7. a large,
rounded wooden container with a
flat top and bottom. 2. n. the con-
tents of (). 3. n. the standard
measurement of oil, equal to 42
U.S. gallons. 4. n. the part of a gun
through which the bullets travel.
—> GET SOMEONE OVER A BARREL
— LOCK, STOCK, AND BARREL
—> SCRAPE THE BOTTOM OF THE BARREL

barricade ['ber o ked] 1. . some-
thing that blocks the way. 2. tv. to
block off a passageway or a path-
way.

barrier ['beria] 1. n. something
that physically separates people or
things. 2. n. something that emo-
tionally or spiritually separates
people or things. (Figurative on

@)

base ['bes] 1. n. the bottom, sup-
porting part of something. 2. n. a
starting point; the foundation
from which other things develop.
3. n. a center of operations; the
main site of a business or organi-
zation. 4. n. the center of
operations and living quarters of a
military unit. 5. n. a chemical that
is the opposite of an acid. 6. n. [in
baseball] one of the four “points”
of the baseball diamond. 7. adj.
forming or serving as (@) or (2);
acting as a foundation.
—> GET TO FIRST BASE (WITH SOMEONE OR
SOMETHING)
—> OFF BASE
—> REACH FIRST BASE (WITH SOMEONE OR
SOMETHING)
—> STEAL A BASE

baseball ['bes bol] 1. 1. a team
sport played with two teams of
nine members each. (No plural.)

2. n. the white, leather-covered
ball used in ).

basement ['bes mont] . a space
within the foundations of a build-
ing, tall enough to permit a person
to stand.

bases 1. ['be siz] plural of Basis.
2. ['be siz] plural of Bask.

basic ['bes 1k] 1. adj. fundamental;
simple and required. (Adv: basi-
cally [...1k li].) 2. adj. simple.
(Adv: basically [...1k li].)

the basics n. the first principles of
something on which other princi-
ples are built. (Treated as plural,
but not countable.)

basin ['be son] 1. n. alarge, shallow
bowl or similar structure. 2. n. the
contents of (). 3. n. the area of
land that is drained by a river or a
system of rivers.

basis ['be sis] 1. n., irreg. the foun-
dation of something; the part of
something from which other
things develop. (Plural: Bases ['be
siz].) 2. n., irreg. an agreed-upon
standard or status.

basket ['bas kit] 1. 1. a container
woven of strips of wood, twigs, or
similar material. 2. n. the contents
of @). 3. n. [in basketball] the net,
and the hoop to which it is
attached, that are part of a basket-
ball goal. 4. n. a goal or score in

the game of basketball.
— PUT ALL ONE'S EGGS IN ONE BASKET
—> WASTEPAPER BASKET

basketball ['bas kit bol] 1.7. a
team sport where points are
scored by sending a ball through a
BASKET (3). (No plural.) 2. n. a ball
used in (@).
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bat

bat ['bat] 1. . a mouselike mam-
mal that has large wings and
usually flies at night. 2. n. a
wooden or metal club used in the
game of baseball. 3. tv. to hit a ball
with (). 4. tv. to hit something; to
slap at something.
—> (AS) BLIND AS A BAT
— GO TO BAT FOR SOMEONE
—> LIKE A BAT OUT OF HELL
—> RIGHT OFF THE BAT
— WITHOUT BATTING AN EYE

batch ['betf] 1. n. a group of
things processed at the same time.
2. tv. to group things together.

bath ['ba0] 1. n., irreg. the washing
of someone or something. (Plural:
['badz] or ['bxbs].) 2. n., irreg.
water for bathing. 3. n., irreg. a
bathtub; a tub used for bathing.
4. n., irreg. a bathroom; a room
with a bathtub or shower.

bathe ['bed] 1. iv. to take a bath; to
wash. (The present participle is
bathing for all senses.) 2. tv. to
clean or wash someone; to give
someone a bath. 3. tv. to put water
on something; to make something
wet or moist.

bathrobe ['bx0rob] n. a loose,
coatlike garment worn before or
after bathing or over pajamas. (See
also ROBE.)

bathroom ['bx0 rum] 7. a room
having at least a toilet and a sink,
and usually also a bathtub or a
shower.
— GO TO THE BATHROOM

bathtub ['ba6 tob] . a large tub
for bathing.

bathwater ['bx0 wat 2] n. water
for bathing; the water contained in
a bathtub. (No plural.)
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battery ['bat ori] 1. n. a cylinder-
shaped or square object inserted
into flashlights, portable radios,
cameras, etc., to provide electrical
power. 2. n. beating someone;
striking and harming someone.
(No plural.) 3. #. a group of many
large guns or other weapons. 4. n.
a series of tests or examinations.

battle ['bat ol] 1. 1. a fight
between two opposing forces dur-
ing a war. 2. n. a fight or crusade
against someone or something.
(Figurative on (1).) 3. tv. to fight
someone or something.

bawl ['bol] iv. to cry very loudly; to
sob.

bawl someone out to scold some-
one.

bay ['be] 1. 1. an opening in the
shoreline of an ocean, sea, or lake,
capable of sheltering ships. 2. iv. to
make a long, deep howl like a dog,
wolf, etc.
—> AT BAY

be ['bi] 1. iv., irreg. to exist in a cer-
tain way or as a certain thing; to
exist in a certain state or condi-
tion. (Present tense: I am, you are,
he is, she is, it is, we are, you are,
they are. Past tense: I was, you
were, he was, she was, it was, we
were, you were, they were. Past par-
ticiple: BEEN. Present participle:
being.) 2. iv., irreg. to occur; to
happen. 3. iv., irreg. to have a loca-
tion; to exist at a specific place.
4. iv, irreg. to exist. (Usually with
THERE (3).) 5. iv., irreg. to BE (D in
the process of doing something.

be a fan of someone to be a fol-
lower of someone; to idolize
someone.
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be on

be a heartbeat away from some-
thing to be the next ruler upon the
final heartbeat of the current
ruler.

be a marked man to be in danger
of harm by someone else. (Usually
with males.)

be a million miles away to be
distracted and daydreaming; not
to be paying attention.

be a slave to something someone
who is under the control of some-
thing; someone who is controlled
by something.

be a thorn in someone’s side to be
a constant bother or annoyance to
someone.

be at someone to be argumentative
or contentious with someone.

be behind (in something) to have
failed to do one’s work on time; to
have failed to keep up with one’s
work.

be child’s play [for a task] to be
easy to do; [for a task] to be effort-
less.

be down 1. to be depressed or
melancholy. 2. [for a computer] to
be inoperative.

be down (from someplace) to
have come down from some
higher place.

be down with something to be sick
with some disease.

be from Missouri to require
proof; to have to be shown [some-
thing]. (Missouri is “The Show Me
State.”)

be halfhearted (about someone
or something) to be unenthusiastic
about someone or something.

be in to be in attendance; to be
available; to be in one’s office.

be in on something to share in
something; to be involved in
something.

be into something 1. to interfere or
meddle with something. 2. to be
interested or involved in some-
thing.

be murder on something to be very
destructive or harmful to some-
thing.

be of the persuasion that some-
thing is so to hold a belief that
something is true or is in exis-
tence.

be off 1. [for one’s plans or predic-
tions] to be incorrect or inexact.
2. not to be turned on. (As with
electric switches or the things they
control.) 3. not to be at work or
working.

be off on someone or something to
be in a rage about someone or
something; to be on a tirade about
someone or something.

be off (on something) 1. to be
incorrect in one’s planning or pre-
diction. 2. to have started on
something, such as a task or a
journey.

be old hat to be old-fashioned; to
be outmoded. (Refers to any-
thing—except a hat—that is out of
style.)

be on 1. to be turned on. (As with
electric switches or the things they
control.) 2. [for some agreement
or plan] to be confirmed and in
effect. (Often used with a for
phrase.)
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be on something

be on something 1. to be resting on
something. 2. to be taking med-
ication. 3. taking an illegal drug or
controlled substance and acting
strangely.

be on the safe side axp be safe
to be safe; to be cautious; [to do
something just] in case it is neces-
sary; to be very well prepared.

be onto someone to have figured
out what someone is doing; to
have figured out that someone is
being dishonest.

be onto something to have found
something useful or promising; to
be on the verge of discovering
something.

be (out) in the open 1. to be
visible in an open space; to be
exposed in an open area. 2. [for
something] to be public knowl-
edge.

be out (of something) 1. to be
gone; to have left someplace; to be
absent from a place. 2. to have no
more of something.

be (out) on strike Go to Be out
(ON STRIKE).

be out (on strike) anp be (out)
on strike to be away from one’s
job in a strike or protest.

be poles apart to be very different;
to be far from coming to an agree-
ment. (These poles are the extreme
points, like the North Pole and the
South Pole of the earth.)

be putty in someone’s hands [for
someone] to be easily influenced
by someone else; excessively will-
ing to do what someone else
wishes.
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be racked with pain suffering
from severe pain.

be safe Go to BE ON THE SAFE SIDE.

be swimming in something to be
engulfed by an excess of some-
thing, as if it were a flood.

be the death of one (yet) these
kinds of problems will be one’s
ruin, death, or downfall.

be the death of someone or some-
thing to be the end of someone or
something.

be the teacher’s pet to be the
teacher’s favorite student. (To be
treated like a pet, such asa catora
dog.)

be through with someone or
something to be finished with
someone or something.

be up for something 1. [for some-
one]| to be mentally ready for
something. 2. [for something] to
be available for something, such as
auction, sale, etc.

be used to doing something [...'jus
ta...] to be accustomed to doing
something; [to be] comfortable
with doing something because it is
familiar.

be used to someone or something
[...'jus ta...] to be familiar and
comfortable with someone or
something.

be with it to be up-to-date; to be
knowledgeable about contempo-
rary matters.

beach ['bitf] 1. n. a shore covered
with sand, pebbles, or stones. 2. tv.
to run or drive something onto the
shore.
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beard

bead ['bid] 1. 7. a small piece of
wood, metal, glass, plastic, stone,
gemstone, or other material, usu-
ally with a hole through it for a
string or a thread. 2. n. a droplet
of aliquid.

beak ['bik] . the bill of a bird; the
hard mouth structure of a bird or
a turtle.

beam ['bim] 1. 7. a long, flat piece
of wood, concrete, or metal. 2. n.
aray of light; a stream of light; a
stream of laser energy. 3. iv. to
radiate light; to make or give light.
4. iv. to smile brightly; to look
very happy.

bean ['bin] n. a seed of certain
kinds of plants, and sometimes
also the pod, used as food.
—> FULL OF BEANS
—> SPILL THE BEANS

bear ['ber] 1. n. a powerful, furry
animal with a short tail and claws.
2. n. someone who believes that
prices on stocks or bonds will fall.
3. tv,, irreg. to carry or transport
something. (Past tense: BORE; past
participle: BORNE.) 4. tv., irreg. to
accept the consequences of some-
thing; to take responsibility for
something. 5. tv., irreg. to manage
to support someone or something;
to carry the weight of someone or
something. 6. tv., irreg. to produce
offspring; to give birth to a child.
(When this sense is used in the
passive voice and focuses on the
child, as in Jimmy was born in
1996, the past participle is BORN;
otherwise, the past participle is
BORNE.) 7. ., irreg. [for a plant] to
produce or yield something, such
as fruit, flowers, or leaves.

—> (AS) HUNGRY AS A BEAR
—> GRIN AND BEAR IT
—> HAVE BEARING ON SOMETHING
—> MORE THAN ONE CAN BEAR

bear down (on someone or some-
thing) to put pressure or weight on
someone or something.

bear one’s cross anp carry one's
€ross to carry or bear one’s bur-
den; to endure one’s difficulties.
(This is a biblical theme.)

bear someone or something in
mind Go to KEEP SOMEONE OR SOMETHING
IN MIND.

bear someone or something up to
hold someone or something up; to
support someone or something.

bear someone up to sustain or
encourage someone.

bear the brunt (of something) to
withstand or endure the worst
part or the strongest part of some-
thing, such as an attack.

bear up (under something) 1. to
hold up under something; to sus-
tain the weight of something. 2. to
remain brave under a mental or
emotional burden.

bear (up)on something [for infor-
mation or facts] to concern
something or be relevant to some-
thing.

bear watching to need watching;
to deserve observation or monitor-
ing.

bear with someone or something to
be patient with someone or some-
thing; to wait upon someone or
something.

beard ['bird] n. hair that grows on
the side of the face, the chin, and
the neck, usually of a male.
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beard the lion in his den

beard the lion in his den to face
an adversary on the adversary’s
home ground.

beast ['bist] 1. n. a monster; a
scary creature. 2. #. an animal,
especially one with four feet.

beat ['bit] 1. . the rhythm of
poetry or music. 2. #. one unit of a
musical measure. 3. n. the area or
route that someone, especially a
police officer, walks on a regular
basis. 4. tv., irreg. to hit someone
or something, especially repeat-
edly. (Past tense: beat; past
participle: BEATEN.) 5. tv., irreg. to
mix food ingredients with a
kitchen tool. 6. tv., irreg. to win a
game against someone or some-
thing; to triumph over someone or
something in a competition. 7. iv.,
irreg. to hit against someone or
something again and again. 8. iv.,
irreg. [for a heart] to throb; [for
a heart] to pulse over and over.

9. the past tense and a past par-
ticiple of (@).
— POUND A BEAT

beat a dead horse to continue
fighting a battle that has been
won; to continue to argue a point
that is settled.

beat a path to someone’s door
[for people] to come to someone
in great numbers.

beat about the bush Go to Bear
AROUND THE BUSH.

beat around the bush axp beat
about the bush to avoid answer-
ing a question; to stall; to waste
time.

beat down on someone or some-
thing [for rain or hail] to fall on
someone or something.
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beat one’s head against the wall
anD bang one’s head against a
brick wall to waste one’s time
trying to accomplish something
that is completely hopeless.

beat someone down to defeat or
demoralize someone.

beat someone up to strike someone
as in BEAT (3); to hit someone
repeatedly, typically with the fists.

beat something down 1. to break
through something, such as a door
or wall. 2. to flatten something.

beat something into something to
beat or whip something with a
utensil, until it changes into some-
thing else.

beat something up 1. to beat some-
thing, such as an egg. 2. to ruin
something; to damage something.

beat the gun to manage to do
something before the ending sig-
nal. (Originally from sports,
referring to making a goal in the
last seconds of a game.)

beaten ['bit n] Past participle of
BEAT.

beautiful ['bju to ful] adj. having
great beauty; very pretty. (Adv:
beautifully ['bju ta fli].)

beauty ['bju ti] 1. n. the quality
that makes someone or something
very pleasing to look at; the quality
that makes something very pleas-
ing to hear or to think about. (No
plural.) 2. n. someone or some-
thing that is beautiful or excellent.
3. n. excellence; suitability; clever-
ness. (No plural.)

beaver ['bi va] n., irreg. a furry,
plant-eating animal that dams up
streams to form a pond in which it
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been through the mill

builds its dwelling or lodge.
(Plural: beaver or beavers.)
— (AS) BUSY AS A BEAVER

—> EAGER BEAVER

became [bi 'kem] past tense of
BECOME.

because [b1 'koz] conj. for the rea-
son that.

because of someone or something
due to someone or something; on
account of someone or something.

become [b1 'kam] 1. past partici-
ple of 2. 2. iv., irreg. to come to
be something; to grow to be some-
thing. (Past tense: BECAME; past
participle: BECOME.) 3. iv., irreg. to
turn into something; to change
into something. 4. tv., irreg. [for
clothing, a haircut, etc.] to look
good on someone; to make some-
one look attractive.

bed ['bed] 1. n. a piece of furniture

used to sleep on, usually raised

and with a mattress, sheets, and

blankets. 2. n. a flat base; a foun-

dation; a bottom layer of support.

3. n. the soil at the bottom of a

body of water. 4. n. an area of soil

where flowers and other plants

grow.

—> GET OUT OF THE WRONG SIDE OF THE
BED

—> GET UP ON THE WRONG SIDE OF THE
BED

—> GO TO BED

—> MAKE SOMEONE'S BED

—> MAKE A BED

—> PUT SOMEONE OR SOMETHING TO BED

—> SHOULD HAVE STOOD IN BED

bed down (for something) to lie
down to sleep for a period of time.

bedclothes ['bed klo(3)z] n. sheets
and a blanket; the cloth coverings

for a bed. (Treated as plural, but
not countable.)

bedding ['bed 1p] 7. the mattress
coverings, sheets, and blankets
used on a bed. (No plural.)

bedroom ['bed rum] n. a room in a
dwelling place where someone
sleeps.

bedside ['bed said] n. the side of a
bed; the area beside a bed.

bedtime ['bed taim] n. the time
when someone usually goes to
bed.

bee ['bi] 1. a small insect that can
sting and that makes honey.
—> (AS) BUSY AS A BEE
—> the BIRDS AND THE BEES
—> HAVE A BEE IN ONE'S BONNET
—> PUT A BEE IN SOMEONE'S BONNET

beef ['bif] n. the meat of a cow,
steer, or bull. (No plural.)
—> GROUND BEEF

beef something up to strengthen or
fortify something.

beefsteak ['bif stek] n. a slice of
the flesh of a cow, steer, or bull,
eaten as food. (Usually sTeak.)

beehive ['bi haiv] n. a place where
bees live, reproduce, and make
honey.

beeline ['bilain] n. the direct line
of flight that a bee follows
between its home and a food
source.
—> MAKE A BEELINE FOR SOMEONE OR SOME-
THING
been [bin] past participle of BE.

been had been duped; been
cheated.

been through the mill been badly
treated; exhausted.
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been to hell and back

been to hell and back to have
survived a great deal of trouble.

beer ['bir] 1. n. a beverage (con-
taining alcohol) made from grain
and flavored with hops. (Plural
only for types and instances.) 2. 1.
a glass or can of (1); a serving of

beet ['bit] . a plant with a large,
dark red root that is eaten as a veg-
etable.

beetle ['bit o] 7. a small insect
whose wings are hard and protect
its body.

before [bi 'for] 1. conj. at an earlier
time than; previous to the time
when [something happens]. 2.
prep. earlier than something; pre-
vious to something. 3. prep. in
front of someone or something.
4. adv. earlier; previously. 5. adv.
until this moment in time; in the
past.

beg ['beg] iv. to plead for some-
thing; to ask for something very
humbly.

beg off ((on) something) to make
excuses for not doing something.

beg the question 1. to evade the
issue; to carry on a false argument
where one assumes as proved the
very point that is being argued.
2. to invite the following question
[question follows here]. (A com-
pletely incorrect reinterpretation
of the phrase. Very popular in the
last few years.)

began [br 'gen] past tense of BEGIN.

beggar ['beg 2] n. someone who
asks for charity, especially money
or food; a panhandler.
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beggar description to be impossi-
ble to describe well enough to give
an accurate picture; to be impossi-
ble to do justice to in words.

begin [b1'gin] 1. v, irreg. [for
something] to start [happening];
for someone or something to start
[doing something]. (Past tense:
BEGAN; past participle: BEGUN.)
2. iv.,, irreg. to start to do some-
thing. 3. tv., irreg. to start
something; to commence some-
thing.

begin to see daylight to begin to
see the end of a long task.

begin to see the light to begin to
understand (something).

beginner [bi 'gin &] n. someone
just learning to do something; an
amateur.

begun [bi 'gan] Past participle of
BEGIN.

behavior [b1 'hev jo¢] n. the man-
ner in which someone acts or
behaves; conduct; manners.
(Plural only for types and
instances.)

behind [b1 'haind] 1. prep. in or to
a place farther back than someone
or something else; at the rear of
someone or something. 2. prep.
later than someone or something;
coming after someone or some-
thing; not current with something.
3. prep. serving as the reason for
something. 4. prep. in support of
someone or something. 5. adv.
toward the back; further back in
place or time.

behind schedule not done by the
time listed on the scHEDULE ().
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belt up

being ['bi1g] n. aliving thing; a liv-
ing creature.
— HUMAN BEING

belch 1. n. an audible release of
stomach gas through the mouth.
2. n. a puff of smoke or other
vapors released or pushed out.
3. iv. to make ().

belch out [for smoke or steam] to
burst, billow, or gush out.

belief [bi 'lif] 1. n. something that
is thought to be true; an opinion.
2. n. arule or principle of a reli-
gion or faith. (Often plural.)

believe [br 'liv] 1. tv. to accept that
someone or something is true or
real. (The object can be a clause
with THAT (7).) 2. tv. to have an
opinion about something; to sup-
pose something. (The object is a
clause with THAT (7).)

believe in someone or something
1. to accept that someone or
something exists or is real. 2. to
have faith in someone or some-
thing; to trust someone or
something.

believe it or not [one may choose
to] believe this or not believe it
since it seems surprising or
unlikely.

bell ['bel] 1. 1. a cupped metal shell
that makes a ringing sound when
struck. 2. n. the sound made by (O
to mark the start or the finish of a

period of time.
—> SAVED BY THE BELL

belly ['beli] 1. n. the stomach area
of the body; a large, and some-
times rounded front part of the
body. (Informal.) 2. n. the inside

of certain things. 3. n. the under-
side of certain things.

belong [bi 'lop] iv. [for someone or
something] to have a proper or
appropriate place or typical loca-
tion.

belong to someone or something
1. to be the property of someone
or something. 2. to be a member
of something.

belongings [b1 'log myz] n. the
things that one owns; one’s posses-
sions. (Treated as plural, but not
countable.)

below [bi'lo] 1. prep. beneath
someone or something; under
someone or something; lower than
someone or something. 2. prep.
lower in status or rank than some-
one or something. 3. adv. to a
lower deck on a ship. 4. adv. later
[in a book or other written work];
after or following [on the same
page or within the same written
work].

below average lower or worse
than the general level of quality.

below par not as good as average
or normal.

belt ['belt] 1. n. a strip of leather or
similar material fastened around
the waist, to hold up trousers. 2. n.
a long, continuous loop of strong,
flexible material used in machin-
ery to transfer power. 3. n. a SEAT
BELT; a strap in a car that holds
people securely in the seat.
—> GET SOMETHING UNDER ONE'S BELT
—> SAFETY BELT
—> TIGHTEN ONE'S BELT

belt up to secure oneself with a
belt, usually a seat belt.
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bench

bench ['bent[] 1. 1. a seat—often
unpadded—for two or more peo-
ple. 2. n. a place where players on
a sports team sit when they are not
playing. 3. n. the seat a judge sits
on. 4. n. a judge or a group of
judges in a court of law.
— ON THE BENCH
—> WARM THE BENCH

bend ['bend] 1. 7. a curve; a turn.
2. iv, irreg. to become curved or
crooked; to go in a direction away
from a straight line. (Past tense
and past participle: BENT.) 3. iv.,
irreg. to change one’s mind; to
yield. 4. tv., irreg. to cause an
object to curve; to change the
shape of a flexible object.
— GO (A)ROUND THE BEND

bend down to curve downward;
[for someone] to lean down.

bend over [for someone] to bend
down at the waist.

bend someone's ear to talk to
someone, perhaps annoyingly.

beneath [bi 'ni6] 1. prep. under
someone or something; below
someone or something; lower than
someone or something. 2. prep.
inferior to someone or something;
worse than someone or some-
thing.

benefit ['ben o fit] 1. n. an advan-
tage; something that is helpful or
has a good effect. 2. n. the sum of
money paid to someone under the
terms of an insurance or retire-
ment contract. (Often plural.)
3. n. something that one receives
—in addition to a salary—for
working, such as health insurance,
life insurance, etc. 4. n. an event
with special entertainment, given
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to raise money for a worthy cause.

5. tv. to serve to the good of some-

one or something.

—> GET THE BENEFIT OF THE DOUBT

—> GIVE SOMEONE THE BENEFIT OF THE
DOUBT

benefit from something to
improve or to profit from some-
thing; to be better because of
something.

bent ['bent] 1. past tense and past
participle of BEND. 2. adj. crooked
or curved; not straight.

berry ['ber i] n. the small, juicy
fruit of a bush or shrub.

beside [b1 'said] prep. at, by, or to
the side of someone or something;
next to someone or something.

besides [b1 'saidz] 1. prep. in addi-
tion to someone or something; as
well as someone or something.
2. ady. also; furthermore; in any
case; at any rate.

best ['best] 1. adj. the most excel-
lent [thing]. (The superlative form
of Goop. See also BETTER.) 2. adv.
most excellently. (The superlative
form of WEeLL. See also BETTER.)
3. tv. to defeat someone; to do
[something] much better than
someone; to outwit someone.
—> COME OFF SECOND BEST
—> IN SOMEONE'S (OWN) (BEST) INTER-

ESTS

—> PUT ONE'S BEST FOOT FORWARD
—> WITH THE BEST WILL IN THE WORLD
—> WORK OUT FOR THE BEST

the best n. someone or something
that is better than anything else.
(Stands for singular or plural
nominals.)

bet ['bet] 1. n. an amount of money
gambled on something; a wager.
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biased

2. tv., irreg. to make a wager. (Past
tense and past participle: bet.)

3. tv,, irreg. to predict something;
to make a guess that something
will happen. (The object is a
clause with THaT (7).)

bet on someone or something to
gamble on the success of a partici-
pant in a contest.

betray [bi 'tre] 1. tv. to do some-
thing that shows that one is not
loyal to a person; to be unfaithful
to someone or something. 2. tv. to
show a sign of something; to
reveal something.

better ['bet 2] 1. adj. of more
goodness; of greater benefit. (The
comparative form of Goop. See
also BEST.) 2. adj. healthier than
before; improved in health; having
recovered from an illness; in good
health again. (Not prenominal.)
3. adv. with more quality; with
greater benefit. (The comparative
form of weLL. See also BEsT.) 4. tv.
to improve oneself; [for some-
thing] to improve itself.
— HAD BETTER
— KNOW BETTER
—> ONE'S BETTER HALF
—> THINK BETTER OF SOMETHING

the better n. [of a choice of two
things] the one that is superior or
more excellent. (No plural. Treated
as singular.)

between [bi1'twin] 1. prep. in the
middle of two people or things;
with something on both sides.
2. prep. both together; in combi-
nation with the two. 3. prep. in
comparing two people or things.

between a rock and a hard
place anp between the devil

and the deep blue sea in a very
difficult position; facing a hard
decision.

between the devil and the deep
blue sea Go to BETWEEN A ROCK
AND A HARD PLACE.

beverage ['bev rid3] n. a drink
other than water.

beware of someone or something
[br 'wer...] iv,, irreg. to use cau-
tion with someone or something.
(Almost always a command.)

bewildered [b1 'wil d>d] adj. con-
fused; puzzled; perplexed. (Adv:
bewilderedly.)

beyond [bi 'jand] 1. prep. farther
than someone or something; on
the other side of someone or
something. 2. prep. past someone’s
ability to understand or compre-
hend. 3. adv. past; further; on the
other side of someone or some-
thing.

beyond one’s depth 1. [of some-
one] in water that is too deep; [of
water] too deep for someone.
2. [of someone] involved in some-
thing that is too difficult or
advanced; [of something] beyond
one’s understanding or capabili-
ties.

beyond one’s means more than
one can afford.

beyond the pale unacceptable;
outlawed.

bias ['bai as] 1. n. a prejudice. 2. tv.
to prejudice someone.
— ON'A BIAS
—> ON THE BIAS

biased ['bar ast] adj. prejudiced;
favoring one over another. (Adv:
biasedly.)
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bib

bib ['bib] 7. a napkin or piece of
cloth worn around the neck.

bible ['baibal] 1. n. the holy writ-
ings of the Jewish religion; the
Hebrew Scriptures. (Capitalized.)
2. n. the holy writings of the
Christian religion. (Capitalized.)
3. n. a manual; a guidebook; a
book of authority.

biblical ['bib l1 kal] adj. relating to
the Bible. (Adv: biblically [...1k
1i].)

bicycle ['barsikal] 1. n. a vehicle
with a metal frame and two
wheels, operated by foot pedals.
2. iv. to travel by (.

bid ['bid] 1. n. an offer of an
amount of money for something
for sale, especially at an auction.
2. n. the presentation of the price
for one’s services, especially in a
competition joined by others to do
the same work. 3. n. an attempt to
seek or take power or control of
something. 4. tv., irreg. to offer an
amount of money for something,
especially at an auction. (Past
tense and past participle: bid.)
—> DO SOMEONE'S BIDDING

big ['big] 1. adj. large; great in

amount or size. (Comp: bigger;

sup: biggest.) 2. adj. important.

(Comp: bigger; sup: biggest.)

3. adj. adult; grown-up. (Comp:

bigger; sup: biggest.)

—> HAVE A BIG MOUTH

—> HAVE EYES BIGGER THAN ONE'S STOM-
ACH

—> ONE'S EYES ARE BIGGER THAN ONE'S
STOMACH

a big frog in a small pond a rela-
tively important person in the
midst of less important people.
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the big moment anp the moment
everyone has been waiting for
the special time that everyone has
been waiting for.

bike ['baik] 1. 7. abicycle. 2. 1. a
motorcycle. 3. iv. to ride a bicycle
or motorcycle.

bilingual [bar 'lig gwal] 1. adj. [of
a person] able to speak two lan-
guages. (Adv: bilingually.) 2. adj.
referring to two languages. (Adv:
bilingually.)

bill ['bi1l] 1. n. a written notice of
money owed. 2. n. a legal draft of
a proposed law. 3. n. a piece of
printed money that is different
from a coin. 4. n. the hard part of
a bird’s mouth. 5. n. the visor of a
cap; the part of a cap that extends
from the head and shields the eyes
from the sun. 6. tv. to present a
notice of charges to someone or
something.
— FILL THE BILL
— FIT THE BILL
— FOOT THE BILL
— GET A CLEAN BILL OF HEALTH
— GIVE SOMEONE A CLEAN BILL OF

HEALTH

— PAD THE BILL
— SELL SOMEONE A BILL OF GOODS

billion ['bil jon] 1. 1.1,000,000,000;
a thousand million of something,
usually units of money. (A British
billion is a million million.) 2. adj.
amounting to or equal to
1,000,000,000 of something.

bin ['bin] 7. a container or enclosed
space used for storage.

bind ['baind] tv., irreg. to secure
something to something else with
a tie or band; to tie something
together with something else.
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bite off more than one can chew

(Past tense and past participle:
BOUND.)

binocular [bs 'nak jo12] adj. relat-
ing to both eyes; involving both
eyes.

binoculars 7. a viewing device
made of two small telescopes, side
by side. (Treated as a plural. Num-
ber is expressed with pair(s) of
binoculars.)

biology [bar 'al 2 d3i] n. the scien-
tific study of living animals and
plants. (No plural.)

bird ['ba:d] n. an animal that has
feathers and wings.
— (AS) FREE AS A BIRD
—> EARLY BIRD
—> EAT LIKE A BIRD
—> KILL TWO BIRDS WITH ONE STONE
—> a LITTLE BIRD TOLD ME

bird of prey ['ba-d ov 'pre] n. a
bird that lives by killing and eating
other animals. (Plural: birds of
prey.)

the birds and the bees human
reproduction.

a bird’s-eye view 1. a view seen
from high above. 2. a brief survey
of something; a hasty look at
something.

birth ['b20] 1. n. the process of
being born. 2. n. the origin of
something; the way something has
come into being. (Figurative on

—> GIVE BIRTH TO SOMEONE OR SOME CREA-
TURE
— GIVE BIRTH TO SOMETHING

birthday ['ba6 de] n. the date on
which someone was born; a date of

birth.
—> IN ONE'S BIRTHDAY SUIT

birthmark ['b2:0 mark] n. a pig-
mented mark on the skin, usually
red, brown, black, or purple, pres-
ent from birth.

birthplace ['ba0 ples] n. the city
and country where someone was
born; the place of someone’s birth.

biscuit ['bis kit] 7. a round, flat
cake of bread, made with baking
powder.

bit ['bit] 1. past tense of BITE. 2. 1. a
small amount of something; a tiny
piece of something. 3. n. the
mouthpiece on a bridle, used to
control a horse. 4. n. the basic unit
of information in a computer; a
binary digit. 5. n. the end of a
drilling tool that bores or cuts
holes.

—> CHAMP AT THE BIT
—> HAIR OF THE DOG THAT BIT ONE
—> IN A LITTLE BIT

bite ['bait] 1. n. a mouthful of
food; the amount of food taken in
at one time. 2. n. a light meal; a
snack; a small amount of food.

3. n. the mark or wound made on
the skin when someone is BITTEN as
in (® by an animal or stung by an
insect. 4. tv., irreg. to grip or tear
something with the teeth; to close
the teeth around an object. (Past
tense: BIT; past participle: BITTEN.)
5. iv., irreg. [for a creature] to be
able to pierce skin with its teeth;
[for a creature] to have a habit of
attacking people or other creatures
with its teeth.
—> GRAB A BITE (TO EAT)
—> ONE'S BARK IS WORSE THAN ONE'S
BITE.

bite off more than one can chew
to take (on) more than one can
deal with; to be overconfident.

45

TLFeBOOH



bite on something

bite on something 1. to chew on
something; to grasp something
with the teeth. 2. to respond to a
lure.

bite one’s nails to be nervous or
anxious; to bite one’s nails from
nervousness or anxiety.

bite one’s tongue to struggle not to
say something that one really
wants to say.

bite the dust to fall to defeat; to
die.

bite the hand that feeds one to
do harm to someone who does
good things for one.

bitten ['bit n] Past participle of
BITE.

bitter ['bit 2] 1. adj. very sharp or
harsh in taste; not sweet, salty, or
sour. (Adv: bitterly.) 2. adj. [of
wind or weather] extremely cold.
(Adv: bitterly.) 3. adj. emotionally
painful; distressful. (Adv: bitterly.)
4. adj. resentful; hateful. (Adv: bit-
terly.)
— TAKE THE BITTER WITH THE SWEET

bizarre [bi 'zar] adj. very strange;
eccentric; weird. (Adv: bizarrely.)

black ['blak] 1. adj. the color of
coal; the color of the darkest
night; the opposite of white.
(Comp: blacker; sup: blackest.)
2. adj. [of coffee served] without
cream or milk. 3. adj. evil; wicked.
(Adv: blackly. Comp: blacker; sup:
blackest.) 4. adj. [of people, usu-
ally of African descent] having
dark-colored skin. (Occasionally
capitalized.) 5. adv. [of coffee
served] without cream or milk.
6. 1. someone who is of African
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descent having dark-colored skin.

(Sometimes capitalized.)

—> GET A BLACK EYE

—> GIVE SOMEONE A BLACK EYE

—> IN BLACK AND WHITE

—> IN THE BLACK

—> PITCH BLACK

—> the POT CALLING THE KETTLE BLACK

black and blue bruised; showing
signs of having been physically
harmed.

black out 1. to pass out; to become
unconscious. 2. [for lights] to go
out.

black something out 1. to cut or
turn out the lights or electric
power. 2. to prevent the broadcast
of a specific television or radio
program in a specific area.

blacken ['blxk an] 1. tv. to make
something black; to cause some-
thing to become black. 2. iv. to
become very dark or black; to turn
black.

blackness ['blxk nas] . the state
of being black. (No plural.)

blackout ['blzk aut] 1. 1. a com-
plete loss of all electricity or
powers; a situation of complete
darkness, especially caused by a
loss of electrical power. 2. n. a
state of not being conscious.

blade ['bled] 1. n. the flat, sharp-
ened edge of a knife or tool. 2. 1.
the flat, wide part of an oar or
propeller. 3. n. a long, flat leaf of
grass or other plant. 4. n. the
metal part of an ice skate that
makes contact with the ice.

blame ['blem] 1. . the responsibil-
ity for causing something that is
bad or wrong. (No plural.) 2. tv. to
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blend in (with someone or something)

place the responsibility for doing
something wrong on a person.

blame someone for something to
hold someone responsible for
something; to name someone as
the cause of something.

blame something on someone to
say that something is someone’s
fault; to place the guilt for some-
thing on someone.

blank ['blegk] 1. n. an empty line
or a space on a form. 2. adj. with-
out marks; having no writing.
(Comp: blanker; sup: blankest.)
3. adj. [of a facial expression] not
showing recognition or response.

(Adv: blankly. Comp: blanker; sup:

blankest.)
—> DRAW A BLANK

a blank check freedom or permis-
sion to act as one wishes or thinks
necessary.

blank something out 1. to forget
something, perhaps on purpose;
to blot something out of memory.
2. to erase something, as on a
computer screen.

blanket ['bleg kit] 1. 1. a piece of
thick fabric, used to keep someone
warm. 2. n. a layer of something
that covers something else. (Figu-
rative on ().) 3. tv. [for something
as in (2)] to cover something.
—> a WET BLANKET

blare ['bler] 1. n. aloud, harsh
noise. 2. iv. to make a loud, harsh
noise.

blast ['blest] 1. 7. a strong, sudden
gust of air; a sudden, heavy wind.
2. n. the noise and violent gust of
air created by an explosion. 3. n.
an explosion. 4. tv. to blow some-
thing up; to explode something.

blast off (for someplace) 1. [fora
rocket ship] to take off and head
toward a destination. 2. [for
someone] to leave for a destina-
tion.

blaze ['blez] 1. n. a fire; a flame.
2. iv. to burn brightly; to burn
with bright flames.

blaze down (on someone or some-
thing) [for the sun or other hot
light] to burn down on someone
or something.

blaze up 1. [for flames] to expand
upward suddenly. 2. [for trouble,
especially violent trouble] to erupt
suddenly.

bleach ['blitf] 1. n. a substance that
removes color or stains. (Plural
only for types and instances.) 2. iv.
to become white or lighter; to turn
white or lighter. 3. tv. to turn
something white or lighter; to
cause something to become white
or lighter.

bled ['bled] past tense and past par-
ticiple of BLEED.

bleed ['blid] 1. iv., irreg. to lose
blood, as from a wound. (Past
tense and past participle: BLED.)
2. iv., irreg. [for color, ink, or dye]
to seep or soak into other colors or
dyes.

blend ['blend] 1. n. a mixture.
2. tv. to combine something with
something else. 3. iv. to mix well
or attractively with people or
things.

blend in (with someone or some-
thing) to mix well with someone
or something; to combine with
someone or something.
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blend in(to something)

blend in(to something) to combine
nicely with something; to mix well
with something.

blend something in(to something)
to mix something evenly into
something else.

blend something together (with
something) to mix something
evenly with something else.

bless ['bles] 1. tv. to make someone
or something holy through a reli-
gious ritual. 2. tv. to ask God to
place favor on the food that is to
be eaten.

blessing ['bles p] 1. 7. a prayer
calling for God’s favor or protec-
tion. 2. n. God’s favor or good
fortune given to someone or
something. 3. n. approval.
— THANKFUL FOR SMALL BLESSINGS
blew ['blu] past tense of BLow.

blind ['blaind] 1. adj. unable to see;
sightless. (Adv: blindly. Comp:
blinder; sup: blindest.) 2. adj. [of
anger] irrational. (Adv: blindly.
Comp: blinder; sup: blindest.)
3. tv. to take away someone’s or
something’s sight permanently or
temporarily.
—> (AS) BLIND AS A BAT
— TURN A BLIND EYE TO SOMEONE OR

SOMETHING

— UP A BLIND ALLEY

blinds . a kind of window shade
made of horizontal, or sometimes
vertical, slats that can be tilted to
block vision or shut out light.
(Treated as plural.)

blink ['blipk] 1. 7. a quick closing
and opening of the eyes. 2. iv. [for
a light] to flash on and off quickly.
3. tv. to close and open one’s eyes
quickly. 4. iv. [for one’s eyelids] to
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close and open quickly. 5. tv. to
turn a light on and off quickly; to
flash a light.

blink back one’s tears to fight
back tears; to try to keep from cry-
ing.

bliss ['blis] n. complete happiness;
joy. (No plural.)

blister ['blis ta+] 1. 1. a bubble of
fluid under the skin, formed by a
burn or irritation. 2. iv. [for a part
of the skin] to raise up and fill
with fluid in response to a burn or
irritation. 3. tv. to cause () to
form on someone or something.

blizzard ['bliz d] 7. a snowstorm
with strong winds, heavy snow,
and possible thunder and light-
ning.

block ['blak] 1. 7. a solid piece of
something, such as wood, stone,
or ice. 2. n. a large, flat piece of
stone or wood on which items are
cut, chopped, or split. 3. n. the
distance along a street from one
intersection to the next. 4. n. a
group of seats or tickets for seats
that are next to each other, as with
the theater, an airline flight, or a
sporting event. 5. tv. to be or get
in the way of something.
—> a CHIP OFF THE OLD BLOCK
—> ON THE BLOCK
—> STUMBLING BLOCK

block something off to prevent
movement through something by
putting up a barrier; to close a
passageway.

block something out 1. to lay
something out carefully; to map
out the details of something. 2. to
obscure a clear view of something.
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blow off steam

block something (up) to obstruct
something; to stop the flow within
a channel.

blond ['bland] 1. adj. [of hair] fair
or light in color. (Comp: blonder;
sup: blondest.) 2. n. someone with
light-colored hair. (BLONDE is
sometimes used for females.)

blonde ['bland] 7. a woman or a
girl with light-colored hair. (See
also BLOND.)

blood ['blad] 7. a red fluid moving
through the bodies of animals.
(No plural.)
— BLUE BLOOD
—> CURDLE SOMEONE'S BLOOD
— DRAW BLOOD
— FLESH AND BLOOD
— FRESH BLOOD
—> HAVE SOMEONE'S BLOOD ON ONE'S
HANDS
— IN ONE'S BLOOD
— IN THE BLOOD
— MAKE SOMEONE'S BLOOD BOIL
— MAKE SOMEONE'S BLOOD RUN COLD
— NEW BLOOD

blood vessel ['blad vesal] n. a

tube that carries blood through
the bodies of living things.

bloodshed ['blad fed] n. injury or
death caused by violence. (No plu-
ral.)

bloody adj. covered with blood.

—> CRY BLOODY MURDER
—> SCREAM BLOODY MURDER

bloom ['blum] 1. iv. [for a plant] to
produce flowers or blossoms. 2. iv.
[for a flower bud] to open.
—> IN BLOOM

blossom ['blas am] 1. n. a flower.
2. iv. to produce flowers; to
bloom. 3. iv. [for a flower bud] to
open.
—> IN BLOSSOM

blot ['blat] 1. 7. a spot or smeared
area of ink. 2. tv. to remove an
excess amount of moisture by
placing an absorbent paper over it
and pressing. 3. tv. to dry or clean
something by placing an absorb-
ent paper over it and pressing.

blot someone or something out to
forget someone or something by
covering up memories or by trying
to forget.

blouse ['blaus] 7. a woman’s shirt.

blow ['blo] 1. iv., irreg. [for wind or
air] to be in motion. (Past tense:
BLEW; past participle: BLowN.) 2.
iv., irreg. [for something] to be
lifted by or carried in the air or
wind. 3. iv., irreg. [for a sound-
producing device, such as a horn]
to make sound. 4. iv., irreg. [for a
fuse] to burn out. 5. tv., irreg. to
exhale air or smoke. 6. tv., irreg. to
sound a whistle or a horn, trum-
pet, or similar instrument. 7. n.
a hard hit or knock; a punch or
sock.

blow a fuse to BurN our a fuse.

blow away [for something light] to
be carried away by the wind.

blow in [for something] to cave in
to the pressure of moving air.

blow itself out [for a storm or a
tantrum] to lose strength and
stop; to subside.

blow off 1. [for something] to be
carried off of something by mov-
ing air. 2. [for a valve or other
pressure-maintaining device] to
be forced off or away by high
pressure.

blow off steam Go to LET ofF
STEAM.
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blow one's nose

blow one’s nose to drive mucus
and other material from the nose
using air pressure.

blow one’s own horn Go to Toot
ONE'S OWN HORN.

blow over [for something, such as
a storm] to diminish; to subside.

blow someone or something away
[for the wind] to carry someone or
something away.

blow someone or something down
[for a rush of air] to knock some-
one or something over.

blow someone or something over
[for the wind] to move strongly
and upset someone or something.

blow someone or something up 1.
to destroy someone or something
by explosion. 2. to exaggerate
something [good or bad] about
someone or something.

blow something out to extinguish a
flame by blowing air on it.

blow something out of (all) pro-
portion to cause something to be
unrealistically proportioned rela-
tive to something else.

blow something up 1. to inflate
something. 2. to enlarge a photo-
graph.

blow the whistle (on someone) to
report someone’s wrongdoing to
someone (such as the police) who
can stop the wrongdoing.

blow up 1. [for something] to
explode. 2. [for someone] to have
an outburst of anger.

blown ['blon] Past participle of
BLOW.

blue ['blu] 1. n. the color of a clear
sky on a bright day; the color of a
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deep, clear ocean. (Plural only for
types and instances.) 2. the adj.
use of ). (Comp: bluer; sup:
bluest.) 3. adj. sad. (Adv: bluely.
Comp: bluer; sup: bluest.)
—> BETWEEN THE DEVIL AND THE DEEP
BLUE SEA
—> BLACK AND BLUE
—> BURN WITH A LOW BLUE FLAME
—> LIKE A BOLT OUT OF THE BLUE
—> ONCE IN A BLUE MOON
—> OUT OF A CLEAR BLUE SKY
—> OUT OF THE BLUE
—> TALK A BLUE STREAK
—> TALK UNTIL ONE IS BLUE IN THE FACE
blue blood the blood (heredity) of
a noble family; aristocratic ances-
try.
the blues 1. n. sadness; depression.
(Sometimes treated as singular.
See also GET THE BLUES.) 2. 7. a type
of music, similar to slow jazz.
(Sometimes treated as singular.)

bluff ['blaf] 1. n. a steep hill or cliff
with a wide front. 2. n. a harmless
deception; a trick that will not
result in harm. 3. tv. to deceive
someone or some creature; to mis-
lead someone or some creature
into doing something.

blunder ['blan d&¢] 1. 7. a stupid
mistake; a clumsy error. 2. iv. to
make a stupid mistake.

blunt ['blant] 1. adj. without a
sharp edge or point. (Adv: bluntly.
Comp: blunter; sup: bluntest.)

2. adj. to the point; frank; not sub-
tle. (Adv: bluntly. Comp: blunter;
sup: bluntest.) 3. tv. to make some-
thing dull; to make something less
sharp.

board ['bord] 1. n. a flat, thin piece
of wood; a plank. 2. n. a flat piece
of wood or other rigid material,

TLFeBOOH



bolt

used for a specific purpose. 3. n.
daily meals [when associated with
one’s lodging]. (No plural. Treated
as singular.) 4. n. a group of peo-
ple who manage a company or
other organization. 5. n. a flat,
sturdy piece of material on which
a game is played. 6. tv. to geton a
ship, bus, train, or plane. 7. iv. to
receive meals and living space in
exchange for money or work.

— BACK TO THE DRAWING BOARD

— BULLETIN BOARD

boast ['bost] 1. 7. a bragging state-
ment. 2. iv. to brag or exaggerate.
3. tv. [for something] to offer or
have a particular characteristic.

boat ['bot] n. a floating means of
transportation, smaller than a
ship, that carries people and cargo.
—> IN THE SAME BOAT
—> ROCK THE BOAT

bob ['bab] 1. n. a quick up-and-
down movement. 2. iv. to move up
and down quickly, as with some-
thing floating on water. 3. tv. to
cut something, especially hair,
short.

body ['bad ] 1. n. the whole physi-
cal structure of a living creature or
plant. 2. #. a dead human or ani-
mal; a corpse. 3. n. the main part
of something. 4. 7. a collection of
people or things taken as a group;
a group; a collection. 5. n. a large
mass of something; an object.
— KEEP BODY AND SOUL TOGETHER

bog down to become encumbered
and slow down; to slow down.

boggle someone’s mind to over-
whelm someone; to mix up
someone’s thinking; to astound
someone.

boil ['boil] 1. . a painful sore place
surrounding an infection. 2. n. the
condition of something that BoiLs
as in (8. (No plural.) 3. tv. to
make a liquid so hot that it bub-
bles and turns into vapor. 4. tv. to
cook something by putting it in a
liquid that is very hot as in (8.
5. iv. [for aliquid] to become so
hot that it bubbles and turns into
vapor. 6. iv. [for something] to
cook in a liquid that is very hot as
in®.
—> HAVE A LOW BOILING POINT
—> MAKE SOMEONE'S BLOOD BOIL

boil down to something 1. [fora
liquid] to be condensed to some-
thing by boiling. 2. [for a complex
situation] to be reduced to its
essentials.

boil over [for a liquid] to overflow
while being boiled.

boil something out (of something)
to remove something from some-
thing by boiling.

bold ['bold] 1. adj. confident; sure
of oneself; courageous. (Adv:
boldly. Comp: bolder; sup: boldest.)
2. adj. without shame; rude; not
shy. (Adv: boldly. Comp: bolder;
sup: boldest.) 3. adj. [of printing]
darker and thicker. (Comp: bolder;
sup: boldest.)

bolt ['bolt] 1. 5. a metal pin or rod,
with THREADS, used to connect or
attach things. 2. n. a rod that fas-
tens a door, window, or gate. 3. 7.
a flash or streak of lightning. 4. n.
a sudden, quick movement; an
unexpected, quick movement.
5. n. aroll of cloth. 6. tv. to fasten
two or more objects together with
@. 7. tv. to lock a door, gate, or
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bomb

window by sliding a metal (2) into
place. 8. iv. to run away from
someone or something; to move
away from someone or something
quickly and suddenly.

—> LIKE A BOLT OUT OF THE BLUE

—> NUTS AND BOLTS (OF SOMETHING)

bomb ['bam] 1. 7. an explosive
weapon or device. 2. tv. to attack
an area by dropping @) on it from
planes. 3. tv. to use () to cause
damage or injury to someone or
something.

bond ['band] 1. 7. a link or some-
thing in common that brings
together two people or two groups
of people. 2. n. something that
causes two objects to stick
together. 3. n. an agreement in
which someone or a company
promises, as an investment, to pay
back a certain sum of money by a
particular date. 4. iv. [for an adhe-
sive or paint] to become firmly
attached.

bone ['bon] 1. 7. any one of the
many parts of an animal’s skele-
ton. 2. n. the hard substance of
which (@) is made. (No plural.)
3. tv. to remove (1) from meat
before cooking it.
—> ALL SKIN AND BONES
— CHILLED TO THE BONE
— CUT SOMETHING TO THE BONE
— FEEL SOMETHING IN ONE'S BONES
— HAVE A BONE TO PICK (WITH

SOMEONE)

—> KNOW SOMETHING IN ONE'S BONES
— NOTHING BUT SKIN AND BONES
— WORK ONE'S FINGERS TO THE BONE

a bone of contention the subject
or point of an argument; an unset-
tled point of disagreement.
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bonfire ['ban faiz] n. a large, con-
trolled outdoor fire.

bonnet ['ban st] . a cloth hat for
women or girls; any hat for
women or girls.
— HAVE A BEE IN ONE'S BONNET
— PUT A BEE IN SOMEONE'S BONNET
bonus ['bon as] 1. n. something
extra. 2. the adj. use of @).

book ['buk] 1. n. a stack of pages,
held within a cover. 2. n. a subdi-
vision of a longer written work.
3. n. a set of objects that are held
together under a cover. 4. tv. to
process a charge against someone
who has been arrested for com-
mitting a crime. 5. . to reserve
space in advance for something,
such as a play, an airplane flight, a
room in a hotel, or a table in a
restaurant. 6. tv. to reserve the
services of a performer in
advance.
—> HAVE ONE'S NOSE IN A BOOK
—> KNOW SOMEONE OR SOMETHING LIKE A

BOOK

— an OPEN BOOK
—> READ SOMEONE LIKE A BOOK
—> TAKE A LEAF OUT OF SOMEONE'S BOOK
—> USE EVERY TRICK IN THE BOOK

book someone through (to some-
place) to make transportation
arrangements for someone that
involve a number of changes and
transfers.

bookcase ['buk kes] 7. a set of
shelves for books.

bookkeeper ['buk kip ] n. some-
one who keeps track of the
accounts of a company or an
organization.

bookkeeping ['buk kip 1p] n. the
job of keeping track of the
accounts of a company or an
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bore

organization. (No plural.)

booklet ['buk lat] 7. a thin book; a
pamphlet.

bookmark ['buk mark] 7. some-
thing placed between the pages of
a book to keep the reader’s place.

books 7. the records of the money
spent and earned by a company or
organization. (Treated as plural,
but not countable.)

bookshelf ['buk [elf] n., irreg. a
horizontal board for holding and
displaying books, as in a bookcase.
(Plural: BOOKSHELVES.)

bookshelves ['buk [elvz] plural of
BOOKSHELF.

bookshop ['buk [ap] . a store
where books are sold.

bookstore ['buk stor] . a store
where books are sold.

boom ['bum] 1. . a large, echoing
noise made when something
explodes or crashes. 2. n. a time of
strong economic growth. 3. n. a
large, horizontal pole or beam
used for support or in the lifting of
a weight. 4. iv. to make a large,
echoing noise like an explosion or
a crash.
—> LOWER THE BOOM ON SOMEONE

boom out [for a loud sound] to
sound out like thunder.

boost ['bust] 1. n. an upward push;
an upward movement. 2. tv. to
push someone or something
upward from beneath. 3. tv. to
increase something; to raise some-
thing.

boot ['but] 1. 1. a heavy shoe, often
waterproof. 2. tv. to kick someone
or something. 3. tv. to start a com-
puter, causing it to make a series of

checks and set up its operating sys-
tem.
—> QUAKE IN ONE'S BOOTS
—> SHAKE IN ONE'S BOOTS

boot someone out (of something)
to force someone to leave some-
thing or someplace.

boot (something) up to start up a
computer.

booth ['buf] 1. n., irreg. a seating
area in a restaurant having bench
seats with backs, placed on two
sides of the table or around the
table. (Plural: ['budz] or ['bufs].)
2. n., irreg. a small, enclosed
space, such as the enclosure con-
taining a public telephone. 3. n.,
irreg. a display table or area—pos-
sibly enclosed—at a fair or a
market.

border ['bor d>¢] 1. n. a decorated
area at the edge of something, and
the edge itself. 2. n. the dividing
line between two countries, states,
or other political units. 3. tv. to
adjoin or be next to a particular
area.

border (up)on something 1. [for
something] to touch upon a
boundary. 2. [for some activity or
idea] to be very similar to some-
thing else.

borderline ['bor da+lain] n. the
line that marks a border—not
clearly on either side of the border.
—> ON THE BORDERLINE

bore ['bor] 1. past tense of BEAR.
2. tv. to drill a hole in something.
3. tv. to make someone tired by
being dull. 4. iv. to drill; to make a
hole. 5. n. someone or something
that is boring; someone or some-
thing that is dull.
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boredom

boredom ['bor dom] 7. a state or
condition where one is bored and
finds everything dull and uninter-
esting.
— DIE OF BOREDOM

boring ['bor 1n] adj. dull; not enter-
taining; causing people to lose
interest and perhaps become
sleepy. (Adv: boringly.)

born ['born] 1. a past participle of
BEAR. 2. adj. possessing a certain
quality or character since birth; by
birth; natural. (Prenominal only.)
3. adj. having a particular place of
birth or national heritage. (Usu-
ally in hyphenated combinations.)
— NOT BORN YESTERDAY

born with a silver spoon in one’s
mouth born with many advan-
tages; born to a wealthy family;
already showing the signs of great
wealth at birth.

borne ['born] a past participle of
BEAR.

borrow ['bar o] 1. tv. to ask for,
accept, and use something from
someone with the intention of
returning or replacing it. 2. tv. to
take something, such as a custom,
trait, or idea, and use it as one’s
own.

boss ['bos] n. someone who is in
charge of other people’s work or of
other workers.

boss someone around to order
someone around.

botch something up to mess some-
thing up; to do a bad job of
something.

both ['bo8] 1. adj. one and one
other; the two [people or things].
(See also EacH and EVERY.) 2. pron.
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one thing or person and another

thing or person; the two things or

people.

—> BURN THE CANDLE AT BOTH ENDS

—> CUT BOTH WAYS

—> HAVE A FOOT IN BOTH CAMPS

—> PLAY BOTH ENDS (AGAINST THE
MIDDLE)

—> WITH BOTH HANDS TIED BEHIND
ONE'S BACK

bother ['bad 2] 1. n. something
that is time-consuming or annoy-
ing to do. 2. tv. to annoy someone
or something; to upset someone or
something. 3. tv. to interrupt or
disturb someone.

bottle ['bat al] 1. n. a container,
usually glass or plastic, with an
opening at the end of a short or
long neck. 2. n. the contents of (.
3. tv. to put something in (@), usu-
ally for future use or sale.

bottle something up (inside
(someone)) [for someone] to keep
serious emotions within and not
express them.

bottleneck ['bat 1 nek] . a narrow
or crowded passage, like the neck
of a bottle.

bottom ['bat om] 1. 7. the lowest
level of something; the deepest
point of something. 2. n. the
underside of something; the low-
est surface of something. 3. n.
land underneath water; the ground
under a body of water. 4. n. the
part of the body on which one sits;
the buttocks. 5. adj. relating to the
lowest part of something; relating
to the underneath part of some-
thing.
—> (AS) SOFT AS A BABY'S BOTTOM
—> AT THE BOTTOM OF THE LADDER
—> FROM THE BOTTOM OF ONE'S HEART
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bowel movement

— FROM TOP TO BOTTOM

—> GET TO THE BOTTOM OF SOMETHING

— HIT BOTTOM

—> LEARN SOMETHING FROM THE BOTTOM

upP

—> SCRAPE THE BOTTOM OF THE BARREL
bottom out finally to reach the

lowest or worst point.

bought ['bot] past tense and past
participle of Buy.

boulder ['bol d2+] 7. a huge stone.
boulevard ['bul o vard] n. a wide

city street, usually lined with trees.

bounce ['bauns] 1. n. the return
movement of an object when it
hits a surface. 2. iv. to spring up or
away after hitting a surface. 3. tv.
to toss someone upward gently,
causing an upward movement as
in (. 4. tv. to cause something to
hit against a surface and spring
back.

bounce off ((of) something) to
rebound from something.

bounce out (of something) to
rebound out of or away from
something.

bounce something off (of) some-
one or something 1. to make
something rebound off someone
or something. 2. to try an idea or
concept out on someone or a
group. (Figurative.)

bound ['baund] 1. past tense and
past participle of BIND. 2. adj. tied
up; fastened; glued into covers.
3. iv. to jump; to leap forward; to
bounce up. 4. n. an upward jump;
a forward jump.
— BY LEAPS AND BOUNDS

bound hand and foot with hands
and feet tied up.

boundary ['baun dri] 7. a border; a
line that marks the edge of a thing
or a place.

bouquet [bo 'ke] 7. an arrange-
ment of cut flowers; a grouping of
cut flowers that can be held in one
hand.

bout ['baut] 1. . an attack of a dis-
ease. 2. 1. a specific contest or
event, especially a boxing match.

bow 1. ['bo] n. a pretty knot, usu-
ally with two or more large loops.
2. ['bo] n. a weapon that shoots
arrows. 3. ['bo] n. a stick with
strings of hair stretched from end
to end, used to play a stringed
instrument, such as a violin.
4. ['bau] n. an act of bending the
body to show respect or in
response to applause. 5. ['bau] n.
the front part of a ship or a boat.
6. ['bo] iv. to bend into a curve,
similar to (2); to form a curve.
7. ['bavu] iv. to bend the body
when greeting or honoring some-
one. 8. ['bo] tv. to cause
something to bend into a curve,
like the curve of (2); to cause
something straight to form a
curve.

bow and scrape ['bau...] to be
very humble and subservient.

bow out (of something) ['bau...]
to withdraw from something.

bowel ['bau 3] . the upper or
lower intestine; the upper and
lower intestine.

bowel movement ['bavl muv
moant] n. an act of expelling or get-
ting rid of feces.
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bowels

bowels 7. the inner part of some-
thing; the inner workings of
something.

bowl ['bol] 1. 7. a deep, rounded
dish; a deep, rounded container.
2. n. the contents of @). 3. n. the
part of a pipe that holds the
tobacco. 4. iv. to play the game of
bowling.

bowl someone over 1. to knock
someone over. 2. to astound
someone. (Figurative.)

bowling ['bo lig] 7. a game where a
player rolls a large, hard ball along
a narrow wooden floor in order to
knock down as many as possible
of the ten pins at the other end.
(No plural.)

bowling alley [bo Iy '@li] 1. n.
the path down which one rolls a
large, hard ball in the game of
bowling. 2. . the building con-
taining a series of ).

box ['baks] 1. 1. arigid, cube-
shaped container, used for storage
or delivery. 2. n. the contents of
@. 3. n. a private seating area in a
sports stadium, theater, etc. 4. n.
an empty square printed on a
piece of paper or on a form. 5. 7. a
square or rectangular container or
receptacle designed for any of a
number of special functions.

—> SAFE(TY)-DEPOSIT BOX
—> STUFF THE BALLOT BOX

box someone or something in to
trap or confine someone or some-
thing.

boy ['boi] #. a male human, not yet
fully matured.

—> SEPARATE THE MEN FROM THE BOYS
the boys a group of one’s male
friends.
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brace ['bres] 1. . a support; some-
thing that holds something else in
place. 2. tv. to prepare oneself for
an impact or some other strong
force. 3. tv. to prepare oneself for
bad news.

brace someone or something up to
prop up or add support to some-
one or something.

bracelet ['bres Iit] 7. a piece of
jewelry worn around the wrist.

braces 7. metal wires or bands
attached to teeth to straighten
them. (Treated as plural, but not
countable.)

bracket ['brak 1t] 1. 7. an L-shaped
object attached to a wall to sup-
port a shelf. 2. n. a printed char-
acter used to set off items or to
enclose a set of words. 3. tv. to
enclose words in (2), [such as
these words].
—> TAX BRACKET

brag ['brag] 1. iv. to boast; to say
too many good things about one-
self. 2. tv. to claim something in a
boastful manner. (The object is a
clause with THAT (7).)

braggart ['brag at] n. someone
who brags; someone who boasts.

braid ['bred] 1. tv. to interweave
three or more strands of rope or
bundles of hair, string, etc., into
one ropelike band. 2. n. a ropelike
band made of woven strands.

brain ['bren] n. the part of the body
inside the head that is the center of
thinking and feeling and that con-
trols the movement and operation

of the body.
—> RACK ONE'S BRAIN(S)
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break

brake ['brek] 1. n. a device that
slows or stops a machine or vehi-
cle. (Often plural. Compare this
with BREAK.) 2. tv. to cause some-
thing to stop or slow down. (Past
tense and past participle: braked.)
3. iv. to stop or slow down.

branch ['brent[] 1. n. a part of a
tree that grows out of the trunk;
an armlike part of a tree. 2. 1. a
small stream or river that joins to
a larger river. 3. n. a division of a
company; a smaller part of a larger

organization or structure.
— HOLD OUT THE OLIVE BRANCH

branch off (from something) to
separate off from something; to
divide away from something.

branch out to develop many
branches, tributaries, or interests.

branch out (from something) 1.
[for a branch] to grow out of a
tree branch or trunk. 2. to expand
away from something; to diversify
away from narrower interests.

branch out (into something) to
diversify and go into new areas.

brand ['brand] 1. n. a trade name;
the name of a product by which
the product is widely recognized.
2. n. a special kind or type of
something. 3. n. a mark burned
into the skin of cattle. 4. tv. to
mark cattle by burning a unique
mark into their skin.

brass ['bres] 1. n. a metal made
from copper and zinc. (Plural only
for types and instances.) 2. n. the
family of wind instruments made
of (@) or some other metal, includ-
ing the trumpet, trombone, and
tuba. (Plural only for types and

instances.) 3. the adj. use of @) or

— GET DOWN TO BRASS TACKS

brave ['brev] 1. tv. to withstand
something; to face something
without fear. 2. adj. showing
courage; willing to face danger.
(Adv: bravely. Comp: braver; sup:
bravest.)
— PUT ON A BRAVE FACE
—> PUT UP A (BRAVE) FRONT

bread ['bred] 1. 7. a type of food
made by baking a mixture of
flour, water, and other ingredients,
often including yeast. (No plural.
Treated as singular. Number is
expressed with piece(s), slice(s), or
loaves of bread.) 2. tv. to cover
food with crumbs or meal before
cooking it.
— KNOW WHICH SIDE ONE'S BREAD IS

BUTTERED ON

bread and butter someone’s liveli-
hood or income. (The source of
the money that buys food.)

breadth ['bredf] 1. n. width; the
measurement of something from
side to side. 2. n. extent.
—> BY A HAIR'S BREADTH

break ['brek] 1. n. a fracture; a
place where something—espe-
cially a bone—has been broken.
(Compare this with BRAKE.) 2. 7. a
short period of rest from work.
3. n. the period of time between
school terms. 4. n. an escape from
jail or prison. 5. n. the ending of a
relationship with someone or
something; the ending of an asso-
ciation with someone or some-
thing. 6. n. a stop in a continuous
action; an interruption. 7. n. a
chance to do something; an
opportunity to do something.
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break a code

8. tv,, irreg. to cause something to
fall apart; to crush something.
(Past tense: BROKE; past participle:
BROKEN.) 9. tv., irreg. to damage
something; to make something not
work correctly; to make some-
thing unusable. 10. tv., irreg. to
crack something; to fracture
something, especially a bone.
11. tv,, irreg. to violate an agree-
ment or promise by failing to do
what was promised. 12. tv., irreg.
to exchange a large unit of money
for the same amount of money in
smaller units. 13. iv., irreg. to shat-
ter; to smash; to fall apart. 14. iv.,
irreg. to fail to operate; to stop
functioning properly. 15. iv., irreg.
to crack; to fracture.
—> COFFEE BREAK

break a code to figure out a code;
to decipher a code.

break a habit axp break the
habit; break one’s habit to end a
habit.

break a law axp break the law
to fail to obey a law; to act con-
trary to a law.

break a record to destroy a previ-
ously set high record by setting a
new one.

break away (from someone) anp
break free (from someone);
break loose (from someone)
1. to get free of the physical hold
of someone. 2. to sever or end a
relationship with another person,
especially the parent-child rela-
tionship.

break camp to close down a camp-
site; to pack up and move on.

break down 1. [for a mechanical
device] to cease working. 2. [for
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someone] to have an emotional or
mental collapse.

break down (and do something)
to surrender to demands or emo-
tions and agree to do something.

break free (from someone) Go to
BREAK AWAY (FROM SOMEONE).

break in (on someone) 1. to burst
into a place and violate someone’s
privacy. 2. to interrupt someone’s
conversation.

break in on something to interrupt
something; to intrude upon some-
thing.

break into someplace to enter a
closed area by force.

break into something Go to Break
UP (INTO SOMETHING).

break into something or
someplace) to force entry into a
place criminally; to enter some-
place forcibly for the purpose of
robbery or other illegal acts.

break loose (from someone) Go
to BREAK AWAY (FROM SOMEONE).

break new ground to begin to do
something that no one else has
done; to pioneer (in an enter-
prise).

break off (from something) [for a
piece of something] to become
separated from the whole.

break one's back (to do
something) Go to BREAK ONE's NECK
(TO DO SOMETHING).

break one's habit Go to Break A
HABIT.

break one's neck (to do
something) anp break one's back
(to do something) to work very
hard to do something.
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break up (into something)

break one’s word not to do what
one said one would do; to fail to
keep one’s promise.

break out 1. [for widespread fight-
ing] to emerge, erupt, or begin.
2. [for a disease] to erupt and
become epidemic.

break out in a cold sweat to per-
spire from fever, fear, or anxiety;
to begin to sweat profusely and
suddenly.

break out in tears Go to Break
(OUT) INTO TEARS.

break (out) into tears anp break
out in tears to start crying sud-
denly.

break out of something to get out
of a confining place or situation;
to escape from something or
someplace.

break out (with something) [for
the skin] to erupt with a specific
disease such as measles, chicken
pox, rubella, etc.

break someone down to cause a
person to submit; to pressure a
person to submit to something.

break someone in to train someone
to do a new job; to supervise
someone who is learning to do a
new job.

break someone up to cause some-
one to begin laughing very hard.

break someone’s fall to cushion a
falling person; to lessen the impact
of a falling person.

break someone's heart to cause
someone emotional pain.

break something down to destroy
a barrier.

break something in 1. to crush or
batter something to pieces. 2. to
use a new device until it runs well
and smoothly; to wear shoes, per-
haps a little at a time, until they
feel comfortable.

break something off ((of) some-
thing) to fracture or dislodge a
piece off something.

break something to someone to tell
bad news to someone.

break something up to end some
kind of fighting or arguing.

break something up (into some-
thing) to break something into
smaller pieces.

break the bank to leave someone
without any money.

break the habit Go to Break A
HABIT.

break the ice to initiate social
interchanges and conversation; to
get something started.

break the law Go to BreaAk A LAW.

break the news (to someone) to
tell someone some important
news, usually bad news.

break through (something) to
force [one’s way] through an
obstruction.

break up 1. [for something] to fall
apart; to be broken to pieces.
2. [for two people] to end a
romance; [for lovers] to separate
permanently. 3. [for married per-
sons] to divorce. 4. [for a
marriage] to dissolve in divorce.
5. to begin laughing very hard.

break up (into something) anp
break into something to divide or
crumble into smaller parts.
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break up (with someone)

break up (with someone) to end a
romantic relationship with some-
one.

breakfast ['brek fost] 1. . the first
meal of the day. 2. iv. to eat 1)
[somewhere or at some time].

breast ['brest] 1. n. the chest; the
part of the body between the neck
and the stomach. 2. n. the edible
upper body of a fowl. 3. n. one of
the two milk-producing parts on
the chest of the human female; a
mammary gland.
— MAKE A CLEAN BREAST OF SOMETHING

breath ['bre0] 1. n. the air that
moves in and out of the body
when someone or something
inhales or exhales. 2. n. someone’s
exhaled air, especially if felt or
smelled.
— DON'T HOLD YOUR BREATH.
—> GET TIME TO CATCH ONE'S BREATH
—> IN THE SAME BREATH
—> TAKE SOMEONE'S BREATH AWAY
—> WASTE ONE'S BREATH
— WITH EVERY (OTHER) BREATH

breathe ['brid] 1. iv. to suck air
into the lungs and push air out of
the lungs. 2. tv. to inhale or exhale
something; to take something into
the lungs or expel something from
the lungs or throat.

breathe down someone’s neck
1. to watch someone carefully; to
watch someone’s activities. 2. to
try to hurry someone along; to
make someone get something
done on time.

breathe one’s last to die; to
breathe one’s last breath.

breathe something in to take
something into the lungs, such as
air, medicinal vapors, gas, etc.
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breathe something out to exhale
something.

bred ['bred] past tense and past
participle of BREED.

breed ['brid] 1. n. a group of crea-
tures representing a unique or
different kind or type; a subgroup
of a certain species. 2. #. a kind of
something; a class of something.
3. iv, irreg. to reproduce; to mate.
(Past tense and past participle:
BRED.) 4. ., irreg. to cause
selected members of some kind of
animal to reproduce, often for
specific characteristics.

breeze ['briz] n. a light wind; a
gentle wind.

a breeze n. something that is very
easy; something that is easily done.
(Informal. No plural.)

breeze along to travel along casu-
ally, rapidly, and happily; to go
through life in a casual and care-
free manner.

breeze in(to someplace) to enter a
place quickly, in a happy and care-
free manner.

breeze through (something) 1. to
complete some task rapidly and
easily. 2. to travel through a place
rapidly.

brew ['bru] 1. n. aliquid drink
made by heating various ingredi-
ents in water. 2. tv. to make a
liquid drink by mixing and heating
various ingredients in water. 3. v.
to make beer or ale. 4. iv. to
develop; to gather; to form. (See
also A STORM IS BREWING.) 5. iv. [for
a liquid drink] to develop into its
final form.
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bring someone down

brew a plot to plot something; to
make a plot.

brew something up 1. to brew
something, as in making coffee or
tea. 2. to cause something to hap-
pen; to foment something.
(Figurative.)

brew up to build up; [for some-
thing, such as a storm] to begin to
build and grow.

brick ['brik] 1. . a rectangular
block—used in building things—
made of cement or baked clay.
2. the adj. use of ().
—> BANG ONE'S HEAD AGAINST A BRICK
WALL
—> HIT (SOMEONE) LIKE A TON OF BRICKS

bride ['braid] n. a woman who is
about to be married or has just
been married.
—> GIVE THE BRIDE AWAY

bridge ['brid3] 1. 7. a raised way
over a river, street, train tracks,
etc. 2. n. something that links peo-
ple or things. (Figurative on (1).)
3. n. the navigation and control
center of a ship. 4. n. the upper
part of the nose; the part of the
nose between the eyes. 5. n. the
part of a pair of eyeglasses that
rests on the nose. 6. 1. a type of
card game for four people. (No
plural.)
—> BURN ONE'S BRIDGES (BEHIND ONE)
—> CROSS A BRIDGE BEFORE ONE COMES
TOIT
—> CROSS A BRIDGE WHEN ONE COMES
TOIT
—> WATER UNDER THE BRIDGE

brief ['brif] 1. adj. short in time; to
the point. (Adv: briefly. Comp:
briefer; sup: briefest.) 2. n. [in law]
a document that describes certain
facts or information about a legal

case. 3. tv. to acquaint someone
with certain facts or information.

briefs 1. short and close-fitting
underpants. (Treated as plural.
Number can be expressed with
pair(s) of briefs. Also countable.)

bright ['brait] 1. adj. shiny; full of
light; reflecting much light. (Adv:
brightly. Comp: brighter; sup:
brightest.) 2. adj. smart; intelli-
gent. (Adv: brightly. Comp:
brighter; sup: brightest.) 3. adj.
vivid; brilliant. (Adv: brightly.
Comp: brighter; sup: brightest.)

brim ['brim] 1. n. the top edge of
something, such as a cup. 2. n. the
circular, flat edge of a hat.

brimming with something 1. full
of some kind of happy behavior.
2. full to the point of overflowing.

bring ['brig] 1. tv., irreg. to carry or
escort someone or something
from a more distant place to a
closer place. (Past tense and past
participle: BROUGHT.) 2. tv., irreg.
to cause something to happen; to
result in something. 3. tv., irreg. to
cause something to enter into a
different state.

bring a verdict in [for a jury] to
deliver its decision to the court.

bring down the curtain (on
something) Go to RING DOWN THE
CURTAIN (ON SOMETHING).

bring someone down 1. to assist or
accompany someone from a
higher place to a lower place. 2. to
bring someone to a place for a
visit. 3. to restore someone to a
normal mood or attitude.
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bring someone in (on something)

bring someone in (on something)
to include someone in some deed
or activity.

bring someone or something up
1. to cause someone or something
to go up with one from a lower
place to a higher place. 2. to men-
tion someone or something. 3. to
raise someone or something; to
care for someone or something up
to adulthood.

bring someone to to help someone
return to consciousness.

bring someone up for something to
put someone’s name up for pro-
motion, review, discipline, etc.

bring someone up on something to
provide something while raising a
child to adulthood.

bring something about to make
something happen.

bring something back to restore an
earlier style or practice.

bring something back (to some-
one) to remind someone of
something.

bring something down 1. to move
something from a higher place to a
lower place. 2. to lower some-
thing, such as prices, profit, taxes,
etc. 3. to defeat or overcome
something, such as an enemy, a
government, etc.

bring something in to earn some-
thing, such as an amount of
money; to draw or attract an
amount of money.

bring something on 1. to cause
something to happen; to cause a
situation to occur. 2. to cause a
case of, or an attack of, a disease.
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bring something on someone to
cause something to go wrong for
someone.

bring something out to issue some-
thing; to publish something; to
present something [to the public].

bring something out (in someone)
to cause a particular quality to be
displayed by a person, such as
virtue, courage, selfishness, etc.

bring something to a head to
cause something to come to the
point when a decision has to be
made or action taken.

bring something to light to make
something known; to discover
something.

bring something to someone’s
attention to make someone
aware of something; to mention or
show something to someone.

bring the house down to excite a
theatrical audience to laughter or
applause or both.

bring up the rear to move along
behind everyone else; to be at the
end of a line.

brisk ['brisk] 1. adj. [of movement,
actions, activity, or rhythm] quick,
rapid, or swift; [of rhythm, music,
or activity] lively. (Adv: briskly.
Comp: brisker; sup: briskest.)
2. adj. stimulating; chilly. (Adv:
briskly. Comp: brisker; sup:
briskest.)

bristle ['bris al] n. a short, stiff
hair, as on a brush or on the back
of a hog.

broad ['brod] 1. adj. wide; vast;
extensive; far-reaching. (Adv:
broadly. Comp: broader; sup:
broadest.) 2. adj. main; general.
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brush

(Adv: broadly. Comp: broader;

sup: broadest.
— IN BROAD DAYLIGHT

broadcast ['brod kast] 1. n. a tele-
vision or radio program. 2. tv. to
transmit a radio or television sig-
nal or program. 3. tv. to make
news widely known; to tell some-
thing to many people. 4. iv. to
transmit or send out radio waves.

broccoli ['brak s li] 7. a green veg-
etable that grows in branched
stalks ending in clumps of buds.
(No plural.)

broil ['broil] 1. tv. to cook some-
thing by placing it over or under
an open flame. 2. iv. [for food] to
cook over or under an open flame.

broke ['brok] 1. past tense of
BREAK. 2. adj. having no money;
completely without money; penni-
less.
— FLAT BROKE
— THAT'S THE STRAW THAT BROKE THE
CAMEL'S BACK.

broken ['brok an] 1. Past participle
of BREAK. 2. adj. not working; not
functioning; not operating; out of
order.
—> DIE OF A BROKEN HEART

bronze ['branz] 1. n. a brownish
metal made from copper and tin.
(Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. 7. a third-place
medal; an award for coming in
third place in a competition.
3. adj. made from ().

brook ['bruk] n. a stream; a creek; a
small river.

broom ['brum] #. a long-handled
brush that is used to sweep floors.

broth ['bro0] n. the liquid part of
soup. (Plural only for types and
instances.)

brother ['brad 2] n. a male sibling.

brought ['brot] past tense and past
participle of BRING.

brow ['brauv] n. the forehead; the

area around the eyebrows.
— BY THE SWEAT OF ONE'S BROW
—> KNIT ONE'S BROW

brown ['bravn] 1. n. a deep, red-
dish tan color similar to the color
of dirt or wood. (Plural only for
types and instances.) 2. adj. of the
color of @). (Comp: browner; sup:
brownest.) 3. tv. to cook some-
thing until it turns dark or gets
crisp. 4. iv. [for food] to cook
until it becomes (2).

brown out [for the electricity] to
decrease in power, causing electric
lights to dim.

browse ['bravz] iv. to look at
goods casually when shopping.

browse through something to
examine the contents of some-
thing, such as a book.

bruise ['bruz] 1. n. a colored mark
on the skin caused by being
struck. 2. tv. to cause (@) by strik-
ing the body.

brunt ['brant] n. the main force or
impact of an attack.

—> BEAR THE BRUNT (OF SOMETHING)
brush ['braf] 1. n. a device used for
cleaning, combing, or painting—
made of hard bristles attached to a

handle. 2. tv. to clean something,
such as one’s teeth, with @). 3. tv.
to arrange or groom hair with (.

—> HAVE A (CLOSE) BRUSH WITH SOME-
THING
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brush by someone or something

—> TARRED WITH THE SAME BRUSH

brush by someone or something
AND brush past someone or
something to push or move
quickly past someone or some-
thing.

brush past someone or something
Go to BRUSH BY SOMEONE OR SOMETHING.

brush someone off 1. to remove
something, such as dust or lint,
from someone by brushing. 2. to
reject someone; to dismiss some-
one.

brush something away (from
something) to remove something
from something by brushing; to
get dirt or crumbs off something
by brushing.

brush something down to clean
and neaten fur or fabric by brush-
ing.

brush something off ((of) some-
one or something) to remove
something from someone or
something by brushing.

brush something under the car-
pet Go to SWEEP SOMETHING UNDER THE
CARPET.

brush (up) against someone or
something to move past and touch
someone or something.

brush up (on something) to im-
prove one’s knowledge of some-
thing or one’s ability to do
something.

bubble ['bab 3l] 1. 7. a thin, spher-
ical film of liquid that encloses a
pocket of gas or air. 2. n. a sphere
of air within a solid or a liquid.
3. iv. [for moving liquid] to make
a sound that includes the popping
or collapsing of (@) or (.

64

—> BURST SOMEONE'S BUBBLE

bubble over [for boiling or effer-
vescent liquid] to spill or splatter
over the edge of its container.

buck ['bak] 1. n. the male of cer-
tain kinds of animals, such as deer
and rabbits. 2. n. one American
dollar bill; a dollar. (Slang.) 3. iv.
[for an animal that is being rid-
den] to jump in an attempt to
throw its rider.
—> PASS THE BUCK

bucket ['bak 1t] 1. 7. a pail; an
open-topped container with a
curved wire handle. 2. n. the con-
tents of @).

buckle ['bak 2l] 1. 7. a fastener for
securing a belt or strap. 2. tv. to
fasten a shoe, belt, etc., by using
@@. 3. tv. to cause pavement to
bend and rise up. 4. iv. [for pave-
ment] to rise, fold, or break due to
a force such as an earthquake or
because of excessive heat. 5. iv.
[for someone’s knees] to fold or
collapse.

buckle someone in to attach some-
one securely with a vehicle’s seat
belt.

buckle someone or something up
to attach someone or something
securely with straps that buckle
together.

buckle up to buckle one’s seat belt,
asin a car or plane.

bud ['bad] 1. n. the part of a plant
that becomes a leaf or a flower.
2. n. a flower that has not opened
all the way; a flower whose petals
are still wrapped together. 3. iv.
[for a plant] to develop and open
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build something in(to something)

the parts that become leaves or
flowers.

— NIP SOMETHING IN THE BUD

buddy up (to someone) to become
overly familiar or friendly with
someone.

buddy up (with someone) to join
with another person to form a pair
that will do something together or
share something.

budget ['bad3z ot] 1. 7. a financial
plan; an estimate of how much
money will be earned and spent
during a period of time. 2. n. an
amount of money allocated for a
particular purpose. 3. tv. to pro-
vide or reserve an amount of
money for a particular purpose.
4. adj. cheap; economical.

buffalo ['baf o10] n., irreg. a type
of wild ox native to Asia, Africa,
and the Americas. (Plural: buffalo,
buffalos, or buffaloes.)

buffet [bo 'fe] 1. n. alarge cabinet
for holding utensils for serving
and eating as well as tablecloths
and napkins. 2. n. a table or
counter having bowls of food that
diners can serve for themselves.
3. the adj. use of D) or ).

bug ['bag] 1. n. any small insect or

creature like an insect; any annoy-
ing insect. 2. n. the flu; any minor
sickness. (Informal.) 3. n. an elec-
tronic device that permits some-
one to listen in secret to someone’s
private conversation. 4. 1. a prob-
lem; something that is wrong with
a system, especially in a computer
program. 5. tv. to equip a room,
telephone, etc., with (3. 6. iv. [for
someone’s eyes] to open up wide
and become very apparent.

—> (AS) SNUG AS A BUG IN A RUG
—> LIGHTNING BUG

build ['bild] 1. tv., irreg. to make
something from separate pieces; to
construct something. (Past tense
and past participle: BulLT.) 2. tv.,
irreg. to develop something; to
establish something a little bit at a
time. 3. iv., irreg. [for something]
to increase. 4. n. the form of the
body; the shape of the body; the
muscle structure of the body.

build castles in Spain Go to BuiLD
CASTLES IN THE AIR.

build castles in the air anp build
castles in Spain to daydream; to
make plans that can never come
true.

build on((to) something) to add to
something by constructing an
extension.

build someone in(to something) to
make a person an integral part of
an organization or a plan.

build someone up 1. to strengthen
someone; to make someone
healthier or stronger. 2. to praise
or exalt someone.

build someone up (for something)
to prepare someone for some-
thing; to lead a person into a
proper state of mind to receive
some information.

build something in(to something)
1. to make a piece of furniture or
an appliance a part of a building’s
construction. 2. to make a partic-
ular quality a basic part of
something. 3. to make a special
restriction or specification a part
of the plan of something.
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build something out of something

build something out of something
to construct something from parts
or materials.

build something up 1. to add build-
ings to an area of land or a
neighborhood. 2. to develop,
accumulate, or increase some-
thing, such as wealth, business,
goodwill, etc. 3. to praise or exalt
something; to exaggerate the
virtues of something.

build up to increase; to develop.

building ['bil dig] 1. . a structure
where people live, work, or play.
2. n. the business of constructing
@. (No plural.) 3. the adj. use of
@ or®@.

built ['bilt] past tense and past par-
ticiple of BuILD.

bulb ['balb] 1. n. any rounded or
globular-shaped object. 2. 1. a
glass globe, with a special wire
inside, that is used to create light
from electricity. 3. n. a swelling
between the stem and roots of
some plants, used for storing food
for the plant.

bulk ['balk] 1. 7. a great amount; a
large amount of something. (No
plural.) 2. n. the major portion of
something; the largest and most
important part. (No plural.)

3. adj. [containing] large [quanti-
ties or amounts].
— IN BULK

bull ['bul] 1. 5. the male animal
corresponding to a cow, if it is able
to breed. 2. n. someone who
believes that prices on stocks or
bonds will rise. 3. adj. [of certain
animals] male.

—> COCK-AND-BULL STORY
— HIT THE BULL'S-EYE
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—> TAKE THE BULL BY THE HORNS

a bull in a china shop a very
clumsy person around breakable
things.

bulldozer ['bul doz 2] n. a power-
ful tractor equipped with a strong
blade that can push dirt and rocks.

bullet ['bul 1t] n. a small piece of
lead fired from a gun.

bulletin ['bul o ton] 1. n. a special
news report; a piece of news; offi-
cial information. 2. n. a journal or
newsletter published by a specific
group.

bulletin board ['bul 5 ton bord] 7.
a board where notices and signs
can be posted.

bully ['buli] 1. n. someone, usually
a male, who is mean or threaten-
ing. 2. tv. to threaten someone; to
be mean to someone.

bumblebee ['bam bal bi] 7. a large,
hairy, black and yellow bee.

bump ['bamp] 1. 1. alump or
swelling in an otherwise flat area.
2. n. a knock; a blow; a hit; a
forceful contact. 3. tv. to make
forceful contact with someone or
something. 4. tv. [for an airline] to
cancel someone’s airplane reserva-
tion without warning.
—> GET GOOSE BUMPS
—> LIKE A BUMP ON A LOG

bump into someone to have a sur-
prise meeting with someone.

bump into someone or something
to make contact with someone or
something; to run into someone or
something.

bump (up) against someone or
Something to strike someone or
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burn

something accidentally, usually
relatively gently.

bumper ['bam pa:] 1. 1. a strong,
protective metal or fiberglass bar
on the front and back of a vehicle.
2. n. any device designed to pro-
tect someone or something from
an impact. 3. adj. large; abundant;
plentiful.

bun ['ban] 1. n. a bread product,
such as that used to hold cooked
hamburger meat or a wiener. 2. n.
a sweetened bread roll, sometimes
with fruit or other fillings.

bunch ['bantf] 1. 7. a group of
things that grow together or are
placed together. 2. 1. a group of
people or things; a large number
of things or people.

bunch someone or something up to
pack or cluster people or things
together.

bunch up to pack together or clus-
ter.

bundle ['ban dal] 1. 7. a group of
things gathered together. 2. tv. to
include a selection of software
with the sale of computer hard-
ware.

bundle off to leave in a hurry; to
take all one’s parcels and leave in a
hurry.

bundle (oneself) up (against
something) to wrap oneself up in
protective clothing or bedding as
protection against the cold.

bundle someone in(to something)
1. to put someone, usually a child,
into heavy outdoor clothing. 2. to
put someone, usually a child, into
bed.

bundle someone or something up
to wrap someone or something up;
to wrap someone or something
tightly.

bunny ['ban ] n. a rabbit; a hare.

buoy ['bor, 'bui] 1. 7. a floating aid
to navigation, used to display
warnings or directions. 2. n. a
floating ring that can support a
person in the water.

buoy someone or something up to
prevent someone or something
from sinking; to keep someone or
something floating.

buoy someone up to make some-
one happy; to cheer someone up.

burden ['ba:d n] 1. 1. a heavy load.
2. n. a heavy responsibility that
strains a person. (Figurative on
@.) 3. tv. to give someone or
something a heavy load.

burglar ['bag l3] 7. a criminal who
enters someplace illegally to steal
things.

burial ['berisl] n. the burying of
something, especially a dead body.

burn ['ban] 1. n. the mark caused
by a flame or something that is
very hot. 2. . an injury caused to
someone who has been harmed by
high heat. 3. tv., irreg. to set fire to
something; to destroy something
by fire. (Past tense and past par-
ticiple: usually burned, but
sometimes BURNT.) 4. tv., irreg. to
damage someone or something
with too much heat. 5. tv.,, irreg. to
consume a fuel or an energy
source. 6. tv., irreg. to sting some-
thing; to cause something to have
a sharp feeling of heat. 7. iv., irreg.
to provide light; to give off light.
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burn away

8. v, irreg. [for an injury] to

sting. 9. iv., irreg. to be on fire.

10. iv., irreg. [for food] to become

scorched from overcooking.

— FIDDLE WHILE ROME BURNS

— GET ONE'S FINGERS BURNED

— HAVE MONEY TO BURN

— KEEP THE HOME FIRES BURNING

— MONEY BURNS A HOLE IN SOMEONE'S
POCKET.

burn away 1. [for something] to
burn until there is no more of it.
2. for something to keep on burn-
ing rapidly.

burn down 1. [for a building] to
be destroyed by fire. 2. [for a fire]
to burn and dwindle away.

burn (itself) out 1. [for a flame or
fire] to run out of fuel and go out.
2. [for an electrical part] to fail
and cease working or make a
larger unit cease working.

burn off [for some excess volatile
or flammable substance] to burn
away or burn up.

burn one’s bridges (behind one)
1. to make decisions that cannot
be changed in the future. 2. to be
unpleasant in a situation that one
is leaving, ensuring that one will
never be welcome to return. 3. to
cut off the way back to where one
came from, making it impossible
to retreat.

burn someone at the stake 1. to
set fire to a person tied to a post
(as a form of execution). 2. to
chastise or denounce someone
severely, but without violence.

burn someone or something to a
crisp to burn someone or some-
thing totally or very badly.
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burn someone out to wear some-
one out; to make someone
ineffective through overuse.

burn someone up 1. to destroy
someone by fire. 2. to make some-
one very angry. (Figurative.)

burn something away to remove or
destroy something by burning.

burn something down [for a fire]
to destroy a building completely.

burn something off ((of) some-
thing) to cause excess volatile or
flammable substance to burn until
there is no more of it.

burn something out 1. to burn
away the inside of something, get-
ting rid of excess deposits. 2. to
wear out an electrical or electronic
device through overuse.

burn something up to destroy
something by fire.

burn the candle at both ends to
work very hard and stay up very
late at night.

burn the midnight oil to stay up
working, especially studying, late
at night.

burn up to be destroyed or con-
sumed by fire.

burn with a low blue flame to be
very angry, especially without dis-
playing one’s anger loudly.

burner ['bana+] n. a device that
makes a controlled flame for
cooking or heating.
—> PUT SOMETHING ON THE BACK BURNER

burnt ['bant] a past tense and past
participle of BURN.

burrow ['ba- 0] 1. n. a hole that an
animal digs in the ground for a
place to live. 2. iv. [for a small ani-
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bush

mal] to work its way, digging, into
soil, leaves, snow, etc.

burst ['bast] 1. tv., irreg. to break
something open; to cause some-
thing to explode. (Past tense and
past participle: burst.) 2. iv., irreg.
to explode; to suddenly break
open. 3. n. a sudden outbreak; a
violent outbreak; a barrage. 4. n. a
spurt; a quick, intense event.

burst at the seams 1. [for some-
one] to explode (figuratively) with
pride or laughter. 2. to explode
from fullness.

burst in ((up)on someone or
something) to intrude or come in
thoughtlessly and suddenly and
interrupt someone or something.

burst in (with something) to inter-
rupt with some comment.

burst in(to someplace) to intrude
or come into a place thoughtlessly
and suddenly.

a burst of energy a sudden, pow-
erful effort.

burst onto the scene to appear
suddenly in a location.

burst out to explode outward; to
break open under force.

burst out doing something to begin
to do something suddenly, such as
cry, laugh, shout, etc.

burst (out) into something 1. [for
plants or trees] to open their flow-
ers seemingly suddenly and
simultaneously. 2. [for someone]
to begin suddenly doing a particu-
lar activity, such as crying,
laughing, or chattering; to begin
producing the evidence of such
activities as laughter, chatter,
tears, etc.

burst out (of someplace) [for peo-
ple] to come out of a place rapidly.

burst out with something to utter
something loudly and suddenly.

burst someone’s bubble to destroy
someone’s illusion or delusion; to
destroy someone’s fantasy.

burst (up)on the scene to appear
suddenly somewhere; to enter or
arrive suddenly some place.

burst with joy to be full to the
bursting point with happiness.

bury ['beri] 1. tv. to put something
in the ground, to cover something
with dirt or soil. 2. tv. to place a
dead person or other creature in
the ground. 3. tv. to conceal some-
one or something; to hide
someone or something.
—> DEAD AND BURIED

bury one's head in the sand axp
hide one’s head in the sand to
ignore or hide from obvious signs
of danger.

bury someone or something away
(someplace) to bury or hide some-
one or something someplace.

bury the hatchet to stop fighting
or arguing; to end old resent-
ments.

bus ['bas] 1. n. an enclosed motor
vehicle that carries many passen-
gers. 2. n. [in a computer] a circuit
that allows new devices and equip-
ment to be connected to the main
computer. 3. tv. to transport
someone using 1. 4. tv. to remove
dirty dishes from a table after a
meal in a restaurant or cafeteria.

bush ['bu[] n. a plant with several

woody branches.
— BEAT ABOUT THE BUSH
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bush out

—> BEAT AROUND THE BUSH

bush out [for something] to
develop many small branches or
hairs. (Said of a plant, bush,
beard, head of hair, etc.)

bushel ['buf al] 1. n. a unit of
measurement of dry goods, espe-
cially crops, equal to 64 pints or 32
quarts. 2. adj. holding or contain-
ing .
— HIDE ONE'S LIGHT UNDER A BUSHEL

bushy ['bufi] adj. [of hair or fur]
thick, dense, and shaggy. (Adv:
bushily. Comp: bushier; sup: bushi-
est.)

business ['biz nas] 1. n. a profes-
sion; an occupation. 2. n. buying,
selling, or trading. (No plural.)
3. n. a corporation; a company.
4. n. affair; concern; a matter of
interest. (No plural.)
—> DO A LAND-OFFICE BUSINESS
—> DRUM SOME BUSINESS UP
—> FUNNY BUSINESS
—> GET DOWN TO BUSINESS
—> GO ABOUT ONE'S BUSINESS
—> MIND ONE'S OWN BUSINESS
—> MONKEY BUSINESS
—> NONE OF SOMEONE'S BUSINESS
—> OPEN FOR BUSINESS
—> PLACE OF BUSINESS
—> SEND ONE ABOUT ONE'S BUSINESS

the business end of something the
part or end of something that
actually does the work or carries
out the procedure.

busy ['bizi] 1. adj. working; at
work; having things to do. (Adv:
busily. Comp: busier; sup: busiest.)
2. adj. [of a telephone connection]
in use. (Comp: busier; sup:
busiest.) 3. adj. occupied with
something else at the time.
(Comp: busier; sup: busiest.)
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4. adj. distracting to look at

because of clashing patterns;

having too much detail. (Adv:

busily. Comp: busier; sup: busiest.)

5. tv. to make work for oneself;

to occupy oneself with something.

—> (AS) BUSY AS A BEAVER

—> (AS) BUSY AS A BEE

—> (As) BUSY AS GRAND CENTRAL
STATION

but ['bat, bat] 1. conj. on the con-
trary; however. 2. conj. except.
3. prep. except someone or some-
thing; except for someone or
something; other than someone or
something; besides someone or
something. 4. adv. only; merely;
just.

butcher ['butf 2] 1. n. someone
who Kkills animals that will be used
for meat. 2. n. someone who cuts
up and sells the meat of animals.
3. tv. to kill and cut up an animal
for food. 4. tv. to kill someone or
something with great cruelty.

butt ['bat] 1. n. the end or base of
something. 2. n. the leftover end
of a cigar or cigarette. 3. n. part of
the body on which one sits; the
buttocks. (Informal.) 4. n. some-
one who is the victim of ridicule
or the object of jokes or rudeness.
5. tv. to strike or push hard against
someone or something with the
head. (Said especially of animals
with horns.)

butt in (on someone or something)
to interrupt someone or some-
thing.

butt into something to intrude
upon something; to break into a
conversation.
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buy something for a song

butt (up) against someone or
something to press against some-
one or something firmly.

butter ['bat o] 1. 7. the fatty part

of milk left after it has been

stirred and mixed over and over.

(Plural only for types and

instances.) 2. n. certain foods

mashed into a spreadable sub-

stance. (Plural only for types and

instances.) 3. tv. to put 1) on

something, usually bread.

— BREAD AND BUTTER

—> KNOW WHICH SIDE ONE'S BREAD IS
BUTTERED ON

—> LOOK AS IF BUTTER WOULDN'T MELT
IN ONE'S MOUTH

— PEANUT BUTTER

butter someone up anp butter up
to someone to flatter someone; to
treat someone especially nicely in
hopes of special favors.

butter up to someone Go to BUTTER
SOMEONE UP.

butterfly ['bat 2 fla1] n. an insect
with large, brightly colored wings.

buttermilk ['bat > milk] n. a drink
made from milk to which certain
kinds of bacteria have been added.
(No plural.)

button ['bat n] 1. n. a small, hard
disc, used to fasten clothes or fab-
ric. 2. n. a small disc or similar
device that is pressed to close an
electrical circuit. 3. . a badge
bearing a message, worn on the
clothing. 4. tv. to fasten or close
two pieces of fabric together with

—> ON THE BUTTON

button one’s lip to get quiet and
stay quiet.

button something up to fasten the
edges of something with buttons.

button up to fasten one’s buttons.

buttress something up 1. to brace
something; to provide architec-
tural support for something. 2. to
provide extra support, often
financial support, for something.
(Figurative.)

buy ['bai] 1. tv., irreg. to purchase
something; to pay money in
exchange for something. (Past
tense and past participle: BOUGHT.)
2. tv., irreg. to acquire something,
such as time. (Figurative on (1).)
3. tv,, irreg. to believe something.
(Informal.) 4. n. something that is
offered for sale at a very good
price.

buy in(to something) to purchase
shares of something; to buy a part
of something, sharing the owner-
ship with other owners.

buy one’s way out (of something)
to get out of trouble by bribing
someone to ignore what one has
done wrong.

buy someone off to bribe someone
to ignore what one is doing wrong.

buy someone or something out to
purchase full ownership of some-
thing from someone or a group.

buy something to believe someone;
to accept something to be a fact.
(Also used literally.)

buy something back (from some-
one) to repurchase (from
someone) something that one has
previously sold.

buy something for a song to buy
something cheaply.
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buy something out

buy something out to buy all of a
particular item.

buy something sight unseen to
buy something without seeing it
first.

buy something up to buy all of
something; to buy the entire sup-
ply of something.

buzz ['baz] 1. n. the sound that
bees make; a rapid humming
sound. (Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. iv. to make a loud
humming sound like bees do. 3. n.
a telephone call.
— GIVE SOMEONE A BUZZ

buzz in(to someplace) to come into
a place rapidly or unexpectedly.

by ['bai] 1. prep. near someone or
something; next to someone or
something; alongside someone or
something; beside someone or
something. 2. prep. [passing] near
someone or something. 3. prep.
through the use of someone or
something. 4. prep. [done]
through the process of doing
something. 5. prep. a word used in
indicating the dimensions of
something, especially the dimen-
sions of a square area. (See also
muttieLy (1).) 6. prep. before some
time; not later than some time.
7. prep. [surpassing someone or
something] according to a specific
amount. 8. prep. allotted accord-
ing to something; in units of
something. 9. adv. past; beyond.

by a hair’s breadth axp by a
whisker just barely; by a very
small distance.

by a show of hands a vote
expressed by people raising their
hands.
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by a whisker Go to By A HAIR'S
BREADTH.

by chance accidentally; randomly;
without planning.

by check by using a check.

by day anp by night during the
day; during the night.

by herself 1. with the help of no
one else. (Refers only to a female.)
2. with no one else present; alone.
(Refers only to a female.)

by himself 1. with the help of no
one else. (Refers only to a male.)
2. alone; with no one else present.
(Refers only to a male.)

by itself with the help of nothing
else; without the addition of any-
thing else.

by leaps and bounds rapidly; by
large movements forward.

by myself 1. without the help of
anyone else. 2. with no one else
present; alone.

by night Go to By Dav.

by ourselves 1. with the help of
no one else but those present.
2. with no one else other than
those present.

by return mail by a subsequent
mailing (back to the sender).

by the each; per. (Used to show a
unit of measure, but not the rate of
a measure.)

by the nape of the neck by the
back of the neck.

by the same token in the same
way; reciprocally.

by the seat of one's pants by
sheer luck and very little skill; just
barely.
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byte

by the skin of one's teeth just
barely; by an amount equal to the
thickness of the (imaginary) skin
on one’s teeth.

by the sweat of one’s brow by
one’s efforts; by one’s hard work.

by themselves 1. with help from
no one else but those present.
2. with no one else other than
those present.

by virtue of something because of
something; due to something.

by word of mouth by speaking
rather than writing.

by yourself 1. with the help of no
one else. 2. with no one else pres-
ent; alone.

by yourselves 1. with the help of
no one else but those present.
2. with no one else other than
those present.

Bye(-bye) ['bai ('bar)] inter;.
Good-bye; Farewell.

byte ['bait] 1. a unit of computer
data, made up of eight bits.
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cab ['kab] n. a TAXI, a TAXICAB.

cabbage ['kab 1d3] 1. alarge,
round vegetable with green or
purple leaves. (Not usually plural
unless referring to different kinds,
types, or varieties. Number is
expressed with head(s) of cab-
bage.)

cabin ['kzb on] 1. n. a small house
made of wood, especially in a far-
away area. 2. 1. a private room on
a ship. 3. n. the part of an airplane
where the passengers sit.

cabinet ['kab (9) not] 1. . a piece
of furniture with shelves, used for
storing or displaying something; a
small storage unit with a door, as
found in a kitchen. 2. n. the group
of people who advise a president,
prime minister, etc.

cacti ['keek tai] a plural of cactus.

cactus ['kak tas] n., irreg. a desert
plant with pulp on the inside and
needles on the outside. (Plural:
CACTI Or cactuses.)

café [ke 'fe] n. a place to buy sim-
ple meals; a small restaurant.

cafeteria [kaf o 'tiria] n. a restau-
rant where one can choose from
many selections, usually by pass-
ing by the items and placing one’s
choice of food on a tray.

cage ['keds] 1. n. an enclosure with
bars or wires, where living crea-
tures are kept. 2. tv. to put
someone or something in ().

caged ['ked3d] adj. enclosed; not
free.

cake ['kek] 1. n. a sweet, baked,
breadlike food. (Plural only for

types and instances.) 2. n. a single,
complete unit of @).
—> EAT ONE'S CAKE AND HAVE IT TOO
—> HAVE ONE'S CAKE AND EAT IT TOO
—> LAYER CAKE
—> SELL LIKE HOT CAKES
—> a SLICE OF THE CAKE

calculate ['kal kjolet] 1. iv. to
estimate; to figure out values.
2. tv. to add, subtract, multiply, or
divide numbers; to figure out the
value of something. (The object
can be a clause with THAT (7).)

calculator ['kal kjolet o] n. a
machine that adds, subtracts, mul-
tiplies, and divides figures and
performs other mathematical
functions.

calculus ['kzl kjolos] n. a branch
of higher mathematics using spe-
cial symbols and operations. (No
plural.)

calendar ['kelon d>] 1. n. a sys-
tem for keeping track of years and
the divisions of years. 2. n. a chart
or table showing days, weeks, and
months. 3. 7. a schedule of events;
a list of events.

calf ['kef] 1. n., irreg. a young cow
or bull. (Plural: cAwves.) 2. ., irreg.
the back of the leg from the knee
to the ankle.
— KILL THE FATTED CALF

call ['kol] 1. n. a shout; a cry. 2. n.
an instance of someone contacting
someone by telephone; a message
or a conversation using the tele-
phone; a TELEPHONE CALL; 2 PHONE
CALL. 3. n. a decision; a choice.
4. tv. to try to contact someone by
telephone; to telephone someone.
5. tv. to demand someone’s pres-
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call (the) roll

ence. 6. tv. to name someone or
something; to refer to or address
someone or something as some-
thing. 7. tv. [for an umpire] to
make a decision in a ball game.
— HAVE A CLOSE CALL

— ISSUE A CALL FOR SOMETHING

— PAY A CALL ON SOMEONE

— PHONE CALL

— the POT CALLING THE KETTLE BLACK
— TELEPHONE CALL

call a meeting to order to

announce that a meeting is about
to begin.

call a spade a spade to call some-
thing by its right name; to speak
frankly about something, even if it
is unpleasant.

call back 1. to call [someone]
again on the telephone at a later
time. 2. to return a telephone call
received earlier.

call for someone or something to
need, require, or demand some-
thing or the services of someone.

call in (to someplace) to telephone
to some central place, such as
one’s place of work.

call it a day to quit work and go
home; to say that the day’s work
has been completed.

call it quits to quit; to resign from
something; to announce that one
is quitting.

call of nature the need to go to the
lavatory.

call on someone to visit someone.

call out (to someone) to call or
shout to someone.

call someone back 1. to call some-
one again on the telephone. 2. to

return a telephone call to a person
who had called earlier.

call someone down to criticize or
scold someone; to ask someone to
behave better; to challenge some-
one’s bad behavior.

call someone in (for something)
1. to request that someone come
to have a talk. 2. to request a con-
sultation with a specialist in some
field.

call someone on the carpet to
reprimand a person.

call someone or something back to
call out that someone or some-
thing should come back.

call someone or something up 1. to
request that someone or a group
report for active military service.
2. to call someone, a group, or a
company on the telephone.

call someone over (to someplace)
to request that someone come to
where one is.

call something (back) in to order
that something be returned.

call something off to cancel some-
thing, especially an event that has
been planned for a certain date.

call something out 1. to draw on
something, such as a particular
quality or talent. 2. to shout out
something.

call the dogs off to stop threaten-
ing, chasing, or hounding (a
person); (literally) to order dogs
away from the chase.

call (the) roll anp take (the) roll
to call the names of people on the
roll, expecting them to reply if
they are present.
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call (up)on someone

call (up)on someone 1. to visit
someone. 2. to choose someone to
respond, as in a classroom.

call upon someone (for something)
to choose someone to do or to
help with some particular task.

caller ['ko I2¢] 1. n. someone who
makes a telephone call. 2. 7. a visi-
tor.

calm ['kam] 1. adj. quiet; serene; at
peace. (Adv: calmly. Comp:
calmer; sup: calmest.) 2. n. a time
or feeling of peace and quiet. (No
plural.)

calm down to relax; to become less
busy or active.

calm someone or some creature
(down) to soothe someone or
some creature; to cause someone
or some creature to relax.

calorie ['kzl ori] n. a unit of
energy supplied by food.

calves ['kevz] plural of cALr.
came ['kem] past tense of comE.

camel ['keem dl] 7. a large desert
animal with one or two fatty
humps on its back.
—> THAT'S THE STRAW THAT BROKE THE

CAMEL'S BACK.

camera ['kam (3) 1a] 1. n. a device
that takes pictures; a device that
makes photographs. 2. n. a device
that records live action for televi-
sion or movies.

camp ['kemp] 1. n. a remote or
rural temporary residence, such as
for soldiers, pioneers, refugees,
people on vacation, etc. 2. n. a
remote or rural place where chil-
dren are sent in the summer. 3. n.
a permanent living area for train-
ing and retraining members of
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various military organizations.
4. iv. to take a vacation in a natu-
ral setting; to stay outside in a
remote or rural area, sleeping in a
tent or a camper instead of a hotel.
—> BREAK CAMP
—> HAVE A FOOT IN BOTH CAMPS
— PITCH CAMP

camp out to live out of doors tem-
porarily in a tent or camping
vehicle, as on a vacation or special
camping trip.

campaign [kaem 'pen] 1. n. the
period of time before an election
when the candidates try to per-
suade people to vote for them.
2. n. a coordinated series of events
with a specific goal or purpose.
(See also a SMEAR CAMPAIGN (AGAINST
SOMEONE).)

camper ['kem pa+] 1. n. someone
who camps (3); someone who takes
a vacation in a rural or remote
area. 2. n. a special vehicle,
designed for camping.

campfire ['kemp fara] . a fire
that campers cook on and sit
around at night to keep warm
while telling stories and enjoying
the outdoors.

campsite ['kemp sart] n. the area
where campers set up their tents.

campus ['kemp as] 1. n. the build-
ings, lawns, and other areas of a
school, college, or university. 2. n.
the buildings and surrounding
areas of a large company. 3. the
adj. use of @) or ().
—> OFF CAMPUS
—> ON CAMPUS

can ['kan, kon] 1. aux. a word indi-
cating ability to do something.
(See also coulp.) 2. aux. a form
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can't see beyond the end of one’s nose

indicating permission to do some-
thing. (In general use but
considered informal. In more for-
mal English, may is used for this
function. See also couLp.) 3. tv. to
preserve food by sealing it in an
airtight container. (Past tense and
past participle: canned.) 4. n. a
container shaped like a tube with a
top and a bottom, usually made of
metal. 5. n. the contents of (@).

can afford something Go to asLE T0
AFFORD SOMETHING.

canal [ko 'nel] n. a long water-
way—usually man-made—that is
not a river.

canary [ko 'neri] n. a small, yellow
bird that sings.
—> LOOK LIKE THE CAT THAT SWALLOWED

THE CANARY

cancel ['kan sal] 1. tv. to end or
stop something that is occurring
or planned. 2. tv. to place a mark
on a postage stamp, check, ticket,
etc., so that it cannot be used
again.

cancel out (of something) to with-
draw from something.

cancer ['ken sa] 1. n. a disease
characterized by a tumor or
tumors growing and spreading
throughout the body. (Plural only
for types and instances.) 2. .
something evil or horrible that
spreads out over an area. (Figura-
tive on 0).)

candidate ['kaendidet] 1. n.
someone who is seeking a public
office or other job. 2. . a recom-
mended or possible choice of a
thing or person.

candle ['kén dal] 7. an object
made of wax molded around a

string or wick. (The wick burns
and gives off light.)

—> BURN THE CANDLE AT BOTH ENDS
—> CAN'T HOLD A CANDLE TO SOMEONE

candy ['ken di] 1. n. a sweet food
made with sugar and additional
flavors. (Plural only for types and
instances. Number is expressed by
piece(s) of candy.) 2. n. a piece or a
serving of (.

cane ['ken] n. a stick used as an aid
in walking.

cannot (ko 'nat] aux. the negative
form of can. (See also caAN'T.)

cannot help doing something not
able to refrain from doing some-
thing; not able not to do
something.

cannot stomach someone or
something Go to NOT ABLE TO STOM-
ACH SOMEONE OR SOMETHING.

canoe [ko 'nu] 1. n. a small boat
that is moved by paddling. 2. iv. to
travel by .
—> PADDLE ONE'S OWN CANOE

can't [kent] cont. cannot.

can't carry a tune unable to singa
simple melody; lacking musical
ability.

can't hold a candle to someone
not equal to someone; not worthy
to associate with someone; unable
to measure up to someone.

can’t make heads or tails (out)
of someone or something unable
to understand someone or some-
thing; unable to tell one end of
someone or something from the
other.

can't see beyond the end of
one's nose unaware of the things
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can't see one's hand in front of one’s face

that might happen in the future;
not farsighted; self-centered.

can’t see one’s hand in front of
one’s face unable to see very far,
usually due to darkness or fog.

can’t wait (for something to hap-
pen) [to be very eager and] to be
unable to endure the wait for
something to happen.

can’t wait (to do something) [to be

very eager and] unable to endure
the wait until it is possible to do
something.

canvas ['ken vos] 1. n. a heavy,
sturdy fabric made from cotton or
another strong fiber. (Plural only
for types and instances.) 2. 1. a
panel of fabric—usually stretched
on a frame—that painters paint
on. 3. n. a painting that has been
painted on ().

canyon ['kan jon] n. a deep, nar-
row valley, often with a river
running through it.

cap ['kep] 1. n. a (round) cover for

the head, often with a shade for
the eyes. 2. n. the cover or the top
of a bottle or small jar; a small lid.
3. tv. to close something with @);
to put 2) on something. 4. tv. to

limit something at a specific point.

— a FEATHER IN ONE'S CAP

— PUT A CAP ON SOMETHING

— PUT ON ONE'S THINKING CAP
capable ['ke pa bal] adj. able; hav-

ing the power or ability to do

something. (Adv: capably.)
capable of (doing) something hav-

ing the ability to do something or

the capacity for doing something.

capacity [ko 'pes o ti] 1. n. the
amount of something that a space
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or container will hold; the amount
of space in something. 2. n. the
ability to do something. (No plu-
ral.) 3. n. a job, role, or function; a
set of responsibilities.

cape ['kep] 1. n. along, sleeveless
garment worn over clothes. 2. 7. a
piece of land that sticks out into a
body of water.

capital ['kap1tol] 1. . a city that
is the center of a government.
(Compare this with capitoL.) 2. 1.
any special or central city, with
reference to a certain feature or
attribute. 3. n. an uppercase letter
of the alphabet. 4. n. money that is
invested with the hope that it will
earn more money. (No plural.)
5. adj. [of a crime] punishable by
death.

capitol ['kep 1tal] 7. the building
where legislators do their work.
(Compare this with capITAL.)

captain ['kap ton] 1. n. someone
in charge of a ship, boat, or air-
plane. 2. 7. an officer in the
military or the police. 3. n. the
leader of a team.

capture ['kep tfo] 1. tv. to catch
someone or something; to make
someone or something a captive.
2. tv. to take something by force;
to take control of something. 3. v.
to accurately show a feeling or
atmosphere through artistic
expression.

car ['kar] 1. n. an automobile; a
vehicle that can carry a small
number of passengers. 2. n. one
unit of a train. 3. n. any of a num-
ber of different structures used to
carry goods or people.
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cargo

caramel ['kar o mol, 'kar mal] 1. n.
a kind of candy made by heating
sugar. (Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. adj. made with or
flavored with @).

carbon ['kar bon] 1. n. a chemical
element occurring in nature as
coal, graphite, and diamonds. (No
plural.) 2. n. a CARBON COPY.

carbon copy ['kar bon 'kapi] 1. n.
a copy of a document made by
placing a special kind of carbon-
coated paper between two other
sheets of paper while one types the
document on a typewriter. 2. .
someone or something that is
almost identical to someone or
something else. (Figurative on (0).)

card ['kard] 1. n. a stiff, rectangu-
lar piece of paper. 2. n. a rectangle
of stiff paper used in games, such
as bridge or poker.
—> CREDIT CARD
— IN THE CARDS
—> LAY ONE'S CARDS ON THE TABLE
—> PLAY ONE'S CARDS CLOSE TO ONE'S
VEST
—> PLAY ONE'S CARDS CLOSE TO THE
CHEST
— PUT ONE'S CARDS ON THE TABLE
cardboard ['kardbord] 1. n. a
kind of heavy, thick, stiff paper.
(Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. adj. made of ().
cardinal ['kard nal] 1. n. a bird—
the males of which are bright
red—with a crest on its head. 2. n.
a high-ranking official of the
Roman Catholic Church.
cardinal number Go to carbINAL
NUMERAL.
cardinal numeral anp cardinal
number ['kard (3) nal 'num aral,
'kard (3) nal 'nam ba] n. a number

used in counting, such as one, two,
three. (Can be shortened to cArpI-
NAL. See also ORDINAL NUMBER.)

care ['ker] 1. n. serious attention;
focused thought; caution. (No
plural.) 2. n. the responsibility of
providing for, protecting, or med-
ically treating someone. (No
plural.) 3. n. a worry; a source of

anxiety; a concern.
—> TAKE CARE OF SOMEONE OR SOMETHING
—> THAT TAKES CARE OF THAT.

care (about someone or
something) to have concern for
someone or something; to show
serious interest in the welfare of
someone or something.

care for someone or something
1. to be responsible for someone
or something; to watch over some-
one or something. 2. to like
someone or something; to want
someone or something. (Usually
in the negative or in questions.)

career [ko 'rir] 1. . one’s chosen
work; what one does to earn
money. 2. the adj. use of @).

careful ['ker ful] 1. adj. cautious;
avoiding danger or damage. (Adv:
carefully.) 2. adj. detailed; thor-
ough. (Adv: carefully.)

careless ['ker los] adj. without
care; clumsy; done without
thought. (Adv: carelessly.)

carelessness ['kerlosnos] 7. a
lack of concern; a lack of care. (No
plural.)

cargo ['kar go] n. goods being car-
ried by a vehicle; freight. (Plural

only for types and instances.
Plural: cargoes or cargos.)
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carnival

carnival ['kar no val] n. a circus; a
traveling amusement show having

RIDES (@).

carol ['ker al] 7. a song of joy, espe-
cially a Christmas song.

carpenter ['kar ponta] 7. some-
one who builds things with wood.

carpet ['kar pit] 1. n. a rug; a thick

floor covering made out of fabric.

2. tv. to cover a floor with @).

—> BRUSH SOMETHING UNDER THE CARPET

—> CALL SOMEONE ON THE CARPET

—> GET THE RED-CARPET TREATMENT

—> GIVE SOMEONE THE RED-CARPET TREAT-
MENT

—> ROLL OUT THE RED CARPET FOR SOME-
ONE

—> SWEEP SOMETHING UNDER THE CARPET

carriage ['ker 1d3] n. a car or vehi-
cle pulled by horses.

carrot ['ker ot] n. a vegetable with a
long, thin, edible orange root.

carry ['keri] 1. tv. to pick up and
take someone or something some-
where. 2. tv. to support the weight
of something. 3. tv. to spread a
disease or sickness. 4. tv. to win
the vote of a state or district. 5. tv.
[when adding a column of num-
bers, if the result is greater than 9]
to transfer units of ten to the next
column to the left as units of one.
6. tv. [for a store] to have an item
available for sale. 7. iv. [for a voice
or sound] to travel far.
—> (AS) FAST AS ONE'S FEET WOULD

CARRY ONE

—> CAN'T CARRY A TUNE
—> LETTER CARRIER
—> MAIL CARRIER
—> NOT CARRY WEIGHT (WITH SOMEONE)

carry a secret to the grave axp
carry a secret to one’s grave;
take a secret to one's grave to
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avoid telling a secret, even to the
day of one’s death.

carry a torch (for someone) anp
carry the torch to be in love with
someone who does not love one in
return; to brood over a hopeless
love affair.

carry on (about someone or some-
thing) 1. to talk excitedly or at
length about someone or some-
thing. 2. to have an emotional
display of distress about someone
or something; to behave badly or
wildly about someone or some-
thing.

carry on (with someone) to flirt
with someone; to have a love affair
with someone.

carry on (with something) to con-
tinue doing something.

carry one's cross Go to BEAR ONE's
CROSS.

carry over (to something) 1. [fora
sum or other figure] to be taken to
another column of figures. 2. to
last or continue until another
time.

carry someone or something about
to carry someone or something
with one; to carry someone or
something from place to place.

carry someone or something away
to take or steal someone or some-
thing.

carry someone or something off to
take or steal someone or some-
thing.

carry something off 1. to make
something happen; to accomplish
something. 2. to make some sort
of deception believable and suc-
cessful.
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cash

carry something on 1. to do some-
thing over a period of time. 2. to
continue to do something as a tra-
dition.

carry something on(to something)
to take something onto a vehicle.

carry something out to complete,
accomplish, or execute a task,
order, or assignment.

carry the ball 1. to be the player
holding the ball, especially in foot-
ball when a goal is made. 2. to be
in charge; to make sure that a job
gets done.

carry the torch Go to carry A
TORCH (FOR SOMEONE).

carry the weight of the world
on one's shoulders to appear to
be burdened by all the problems in
the whole world.

carry through (on something) to
carry something out satisfactorily;
to complete some act as promised.

cart ['kart] 1. n. a vehicle pulled by
a horse, mule, dog, etc. 2. 1. a
large basket on wheels, such as
those found in grocery stores and

other shops.
—> PUT THE CART BEFORE THE HORSE

cart someone or something off to
take or haul someone or some-
thing away. (When used with
someone the person is treated like
an object.)

carte blanche complete freedom
to act or proceed as one pleases.
(Literally, a blank card.)

carton ['kart n] 1. n. a cardboard
or plastic container or package.
2. n. () considered as a measure-
ment of something.

cartoon [kar 'tun] 1. n. a drawing
or series of drawings that is usu-
ally intended to be funny. 2. 1. a
film in which each frame is a
drawing. (Also an animated car-
toon.)

carve ['karv] 1. tv. to cut or sculpt
wood, ivory, soap, or some other
substance into a shape. 2. tv. to
slice or cut up cooked meat for
serving at a meal.

carve something in(to something)
to cut letters or symbols into
something.

carve something into something to
create a carved object by sculptur-
ing raw material.

carve something out (of some-
thing) to remove something from
the inside of something else by
carving or cutting.

carve something up to divide
something up, perhaps carelessly.

case ['kes]| 1. n. a crate; a box. 2. n.
an instance; an occurrence. 3. 7. a
legal action or lawsuit.

—> IN CASE

—> an OPEN-AND-SHUT CASE

—> PROVIDED THAT SOMETHING IS THE
CASE

—> SEEING THAT SOMETHING IS THE CASE

—> SOMETHING IS THE CASE

case in point an example of what
one is talking about.

a case of mistaken identity the
incorrect identification of some-
one.

cash ['ke[] 1. n. money; currency,
but not a check or a credit card.
(No plural.) 2. tv. to exchange a
check for currency. 3. tv. to give
money in exchange for a check.
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cash in (on something)

cash in (on something) to earn a
lot of money at something; to
make a profit at something.

cash (one’s chips) in 1. to turn in
one’s gaming tokens or poker chips
when one quits playing. 2. to quit
[anything], as if one were cashing
in gaming tokens. 3. to die. (Slang.
Using the same metaphor as (2).)

cash-and-carry having to do with
a sale of goods or a way of selling
that requires that the buyer pay for
the goods and take them at the
time of purchase.

cashier [ka '[ir] n. someone who
handles the paying out and taking
in of money, especially at a store
or bank.

cassette [ko 'set] n. a plastic case
containing a pair of reels of mag-
netic audiotape or videotape.

cassette player [ko 'set ple ] n. a
device that plays back sound
recorded on a cassette.

cassette recorder [ko 'set r1 'kor
da] n. a device that records sound
onto a cassette and plays it back.

cast ['kest] 1. n. all of the per-
formers in a play, musical, opera,
TV show, or movie. 2. n. a protec-
tive support for a broken bone,
often made from plaster. 3. tv.,
irreg. to throw something. (Past
tense and past participle: cast.)
4. tv., irreg. to throw a fishing lure
into the water; to drop a fishing
net into the water. 5. tv,, irreg. to
create a shadow on something.
6. tv., irreg. to move and aim one’s
eyes or line of sight at someone or
something. 7. tv., irreg. to select
the performers for a play, film,
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opera, etc. 8. tv., irreg. to create an
object by pouring a soft substance
into a mold and letting it harden
into the shape of the mold.

cast aspersions on someone to
make a rude and insulting remark.

cast in the same mold very simi-
lar.

cast off (from something) [for the
crew of a boat or ship] to push
away from the dock or pier; to
begin the process of undocking a
boat or ship.

cast (one’s) pearls before swine
to waste something good on some-
one who doesn’t care about it. (As
if throwing something of great
value under the feet of pigs. From
a biblical quotation.)

cast one’s vote to vote; to place
one’s ballot in the ballot box.

cast someone or something off to
dispose of someone or something;
to throw someone or something
aside or away.

cast someone or something out to
throw someone or something out.
(Stilted.)

cast someone or something up [for
the waves] to bring up and deposit
someone or something on the
shore.

cast the first stone to make the
first criticism; to be the first to
attack.

castle ['kesal] 1. . alarge fortress
where a country’s king and queen
live. 2. 1. a game piece in chess,

usually shaped like @).
—> BUILD CASTLES IN SPAIN
—> BUILD CASTLES IN THE AIR
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catch up (with someone or something)

casual ['ke3 juol] 1. adj. [of some-
one] relaxed and free; [of an
event] not formal. (Adv: casually.)
2. adj. done without thought or
planning. (Adv: casually.)

cat ['kat] 1. n. one of a member of

the family of mammals that

includes (2), lions, leopards, tigers,

jaguars, and lynxes. 2. #. a small

mammal, with claws, sharp teeth,

whiskers, often kept as a pet.

—> LET THE CAT OUT OF THE BAG

—> LOOK LIKE THE CAT THAT SWALLOWED
THE CANARY

—> PLAY CAT AND MOUSE (WITH
SOMEONE)

—> RAIN CATS AND DOGS

catch ['kat[] 1. tv.,, irreg. to seize
and hold someone or something.
(Past tense and past participle:
CAUGHT.) 2. tv,, irreg. to find some-
one in the act of doing something.
3. tv,, irreg. to get a disease caused
by bacteria or viruses. 4. tv., irreg.
to reach or make contact with
someone or something just in
time. 5. tv., irreg. to experience
something through one of the
senses; to understand someone or
something. 6. tv., irreg. [for some-
thing] to snare or entangle
someone or something. 7. 1. a
game or pastime where people
throw and receive a ball back and
forth. 8. n. an act of grasping or
receiving something as in (). 9. n.
a fastener; a locking or latching
device.
—> GET TIME TO CATCH ONE'S BREATH

catch a whiff of something Go to
GET A WHIFF OF SOMETHING.

catch cold a~p take cold to con-
tract a cold (the disease).

catch fire to begin to burn; to
ignite.

catch on (with someone) [for
something] to become popular
with someone.

catch one’s death (of cold) axp
take one’s death (of cold) to
contract a cold; to catch a serious
cold.

catch on(to someone or some-
thing) to figure out someone or
something.

catch someone napping to find
someone unprepared.

catch someone off balance to
encounter a person who is not pre-
pared; to surprise someone. (Also
used literally.)

catch someone up in something
[for excitement or interest] to
extend to and engross someone.

catch someone up (on someone or
something) to tell someone the
news of someone or something.

catch someone’s eye anp get
someone’s eye; have someone’s
eye to establish eye contact with
someone; to attract someone’s
attention.

catch up (on someone or some-
thing) to learn the news of
someone or something.

catch up (on something) to bring
one’s efforts with something up-
to-date; to do the work that one
should have done.

catch up (to someone or
something) to get even with or
equal to someone or something.

catch up (with someone or some-
thing) to increase the rate of
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catcher

movement or growth to become
even with or equal to someone or
something.

catcher ['ketf 2] n. [in baseball]
the player who is behind the bat-
ter.

caterpillar [kt o pil 2] n. the
creature, somewhat like a worm,
that is the young form of a butter-
fly or a moth.

cathedral [ko '0i dral] 7. a large,
important church, especially a
major, ancient church.

catholic ['ka0 (2) lik] 1. adj. uni-
versal; wide ranging. (Adv:
catholically [...1k li].) 2. adj. of or
about the Roman Catholic Church
or religion. (Capitalized.) 3. n. a
member of the Roman Catholic
Church. (Capitalized.)

Catholicism [ko '0al o s1izom] n.
the religion and teachings of the
Roman Catholic Church. (No plu-
ral.)

catsup ['kat sop] Go to KETCHUP.

cattle ['kat al] n. cows and bulls in
general. (No plural. Treated as
plural, but not countable. Number
is expressed with head of cattle, as
in 10 head of cattle.)

Caucasian [ko 'ke 3on] 1. adj. [of a
person, usually of European
descent] having light-colored skin;
wHITE (8. (In common, but not
technical, use.) 2. n. a CAUCASIAN as
in @) person; a person having
WHITE () skin.

caught ['kot] past tense and past
participle of catcH.

caught in the cross fire trapped
between two fighting people or
groups. (As if one were stranded
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between two opposing armies who
are firing bullets at each other.)

caught short to be without some-
thing one needs, especially money.

caught unaware(s) surprised and
unprepared.

cause ['koz] 1. tv. to make some-
thing happen. 2. n. someone or
something that makes something
happen; someone or something
that produces an effect. 3. n. a
philosophy or a charity; a political
or social movement.

cause (some) eyebrows to raise
to shock people; to surprise and
dismay people.

cause (some) tongues to wag to
cause people to gossip; to give
people something to gossip about.

caution ['kofn] n. care; being care-
ful.
—> THROW CAUTION TO THE WIND

cave ['kev] n. a natural chamber or
tunnel inside a mountain or under
the earth.

cave in (on someone or something)
[for a roof or ceiling] to collapse
on someone or something.

cave in (to someone or something)
to give in to someone or some-
thing; to yield to someone or
something.

cavern ['kav an] n. alarge cave; a
large chamber in a cave.

cavity ['kev1ti] 1. 7. a hole; a hol-
low, enclosed space. 2. n. a rotten
place on a tooth.

cease |['sis] 1. tv. to stop doing
something; to quit doing some-
thing. 2. iv. to stop; to finish.
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center something on someone or something

ceiling ['silip] 1. 7. the underside
of a roof; a surface that forms the
overhead part of a room. 2. 7. the
upper limit of something, espe-
cially of costs. (Figurative on (1).)

celebrate ['sel o bret] 1. tv. to have
a festive event or a party on a spe-
cial day or for a special season.
2. tv. to perform a specific proce-
dure or a ritual. 3. tv. to praise
someone or something. 4. iv. to be
festive for a certain reason.

celebration [scl o 'bre fon] n. a fes-
tival; a festive event.

celery ['sel () ri] n. a light-green
vegetable with long, crisp stalks
and leafy ends. (No plural. Num-
ber is expressed with stick(s) or
stalk(s) of celery.)

cell ['sel] 1. n. the basic biological
unit of living tissue. 2. n. a subdi-
vision of certain things, such as in
a beehive or as with zones for
portable wireless telephones. 3. n.
a cagelike room for keeping pris-
oners. 4. n. a battery; one of the
sections of a battery.

cellar ['sel ] n. a basement; an
underground room.

cello ['tfel 0] n. a stringed instru-
ment, similar to a violin but larger.
(It stands on the floor between the
player’s knees. Plural ends in -s.)

cellular ['sel jo15] the adj. form of
ceLt (D or (2. (Adv: cellularly.)

cell(ular) telephone ['sel (jo lov)
'tel o fon] n. a portable telephone
using radio-wave transmission
within a large area that is divided
into smaller cells, allowing the
same radio frequency to be used

in different cells by different users.
(Often shortened to cell phone.)

cement [s1'ment] 1. n. a gluelike

substance that joins things
together. (Plural only for types
and instances.) 2. n. a gray powder
made of clay and limestone that
hardens when mixed with water.
(No plural.) 3. #v. to join two
things together.

cemetery ['sem o teri] n. a grave-

yard; a place where dead people
are buried.

censor ['sen sa¢| 1. n. someone

who seeks to remove offensive
words and pictures from material
seen by the public. 2. tv. to sup-
press the publication or perfor-
mance of offensive material.

census ['sen sas] 1. n. the process

of counting the number of people
who live in an area. 2. n. the offi-
cial number of people who live in
an area; a report of what was
found in collecting information

for .

cent ['sent] n. a penny; one one-

hundredth of a dollar.
—> PUT IN ONE'S TWO CENTS(' WORTH)

center ['senta] 1. n. the point in

the middle of a circle or sphere
that is the same distance from all
points on the circle or on the sur-
face of the sphere; a place that is in
the middle of something. 2. n. a
major site or focus of an activity.
3. adj. middle. (Prenominal only.)
4. tv. to place someone or some-
thing in the middle of something.

center something on someone or

something to base something on
someone or something.
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Centigrade

Centigrade ['sent o gred] n. the
metric system of measuring tem-
perature. (No plural. The same as
Celsius. Abbreviated C.)

centimeter ['sent omit >] 1. a
measure of length, equal to one
one-hundredth of a meter. (An
inch is 2.54 centimeters.)

central ['sen trol] 1. adj. near the
center. (Adv: centrally.) 2. adj. pri-
mary; essential. (Adv: centrally.)
—> (As) BUSY As GRAND CENTRAL STA-

TION

century ['sen tfori] 1. n. one hun-
dred years. 2. n. a block of time
that begins every one hundred
years, starting sometime close to
the birth of Jesus Christ or some
other specific event.

ceramic [so 'reem 1k] adj. made of
hard, baked clay, able to withstand
great heat.

ceramics n. the making of pottery
by shaping clay and baking it until
it hardens. (Treated as singular.)

cereal ['siriol] 1. n. one of a num-
ber of plants that provide grain.
(Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. n. a food product
made from grains, usually served
at breakfast with milk. (Plural
only for types and instances.)

ceremony ['seromoni] 1. n. a tra-
dition or ritual associated with a
particular event. 2. n. the formal
behavior seen in certain religious,
social, or political events. (No plu-
ral.)

certain ['sat n] 1. adj. definite or
known, but not stated; particular
and specific, but not identified.
(Prenominal only.) 2. adj. sure;
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confident; having no doubt (about
something).

certain to do something sure to do
something.

certainly ['sat nli] 1. adv. defi-
nitely; surely; positively. 2. adv.
yes, by all means. (An answer to a
question.)

certainty ['s>t n ti] 1. n. the state
of being sure or certain. (No plu-
ral.) 2. n. something that is known
to be true.

chain ['tfen] 1. n. links or rings,
especially made of metal, that are
joined together in a row. 2. 1. a
group of stores or businesses with
the same name, owned by the
same company or person. (A chain
store.) 3. tv. to bind someone or
something with (.

chair ['tfer] 1. n. a piece of furni-
ture for sitting, sometimes with
arms; a piece of furniture for one
person to sit on. 2. 7. a person
who presides over a committee or
a meeting. 3. n. the head of a
department, especially in a univer-
sity. 4. tv. to lead or preside over a
meeting, department, or commit-
tee.
—> ARMCHAIR
— ROCKING CHAIR

chairman ['tfer mon] ., irreg. the
head of a department or commit-
tee; the person in charge of a
meeting. (Either male or female.
See also cHAIR. Plural: CHAIRMEN.)

chairmen ['tfer mon] plural of
CHAIRMAN.

chalk ['tfok] 1. 7. a soft, white
limestone. (Plural only for types
and instances.) 2. n. a stick of @)
used for writing, as on a chalk-
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change

board. (No plural. Number is
expressed with piece(s) or stick(s)
of chalk.)

chalk something out 1. to draw a
picture of something in chalk,
especially to illustrate a plan of
some type. 2. to explain some-
thing carefully to someone, as if
one were talking about a chalk
drawing. (Often figurative.)

chalk something up 1. to write
something on a chalkboard. 2. to
add a mark or point to one’s score.

chalk something up to something
to account for something with
something else; to blame some-
thing on something else.

challenge ['t[@l nd3] 1. n. a dare;
an invitation to a competition.
2. n. a difficult task. 3. tv. [for a
difficult task] to test someone or
something.

chamber ['tfem ba:] 1. 1. a room.
2. n. a division of government,
such as the House of Representa-
tives or the Senate of the United
States Congress, separately; cer-
tain organizations, such as the
chamber of commerce of an area.
3. n. a compartment within some-
thing; an enclosed space inside the
body.

chameleon [ko 'mil (i)jon] 1. 7. a
lizard that changes the color of its
skin to match its surroundings.

2. n. someone who is very change-
able.

champ ['tfeemp] n. a champion; a
winner.
champ at the bit to be ready and

anxious to do something. (Origi-
nally said about horses.)

champagne [[@m 'pen] 7. a spark-
ling white wine made in the
Champagne area of France, or
similar wines made elsewhere.
(Plural only for types and
instances.)

champion ['tfempion] 1.n.a
winner; someone who has won a
contest or competition. 2. 1.
someone who supports or argues
in favor of someone or something;
someone who advocates some-
thing. 3. tv. to support someone or
something; to speak in favor of
someone or something.

chance ['tfzns] 1. n. fate; fortune.
(No plural.) 2. n. the probability
that something might happen. (No
plural.) 3. . an opportunity. 4. tv.
to risk something.
—> BY CHANCE
—> FAT CHANCE
—> FIGHTING CHANCE
—> LET THE CHANCE SLIP BY
—> ON THE OFF CHANCE
—> a SPORTING CHANCE

chance (up)on someone or some-
thing to find someone or some-
thing by accident; to happen upon
someone or something.

change ['tfend3] 1. n. the process
of becoming something different.
(Plural only for types and in-
stances.) 2. n. something new or
different; something that replaces
something else. 3. n. bills or coins
of lower value given in exchange
for bills or coins of a higher value;
the money returned to someone
who has paid a sum higher than
the price. (No plural. Treated as
singular.) 4. n. loose coins. (No
plural. Treated as singular.) 5. tv.
to replace something. 6. tv. to
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change of pace

cause something to become differ-
ent. 7. tv. to remove clothing and
put on different clothing. 8. tv. to
replace a baby’s dirty diaper with a
clean one. 9. iv. to become differ-
ent. 10. iv. to take off one set of
clothes and put on another.

a change of pace a change of
activity; a change.

a change of scenery a movetoa
different place, where the scenery
is different or where things in gen-
eral are different.

change out of something to take
off a set of clothing and put on
another.

change the subject to begin talk-
ing about something different.

channel ['tfznl] 1. n. a deeper
passage through a harbor, where
vessels can sail safely; the deepest
part of a river or stream. 2. n. the
frequencies assigned to a particu-
lar television station.
—> GO THROUGH CHANNELS

chaos ['ke as] n. complete confu-
sion; complete disorder; anarchy.
(No plural.)

chapel ['tfp ol] n. a place of wor-
ship that is smaller than a
sanctuary.

chapter ['tfxp t2+] 1. 1. a division
within a book; a section of a book.
2. n. a division of an organization
or society.
—> RECITE SOMETHING CHAPTER AND

VERSE

character ['ker ik ta-] 1. n. a per-
son in a book, movie, play,
television show, etc. 2. n. the
nature of someone or something;
the essential qualities of someone
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or something, especially some-
one’s moral qualities. 3. n. high
personal quality; integrity; moral
goodness. (No plural.) 4. n. an
unusual or eccentric person. 5. 7.
a symbol used in writing, such as a
letter, number, or other symbol.

characteristic [ker 1k to 'r1s tik]
1. n. a single feature; a special
quality of someone or something.
2. adj. relating to the features or
qualities of something. (Adv:
characteristically [...1k li].)

charcoal ['tfar kol] . a carbon-
based fuel made by burning wood
partially. (Plural only for types
and instances.)

charge ['tfa>:d3] 1. n. the cost of
something; the amount of money
needed to pay for something.
(Often plural.) 2. n. control [of
someone or something]. (No plu-
ral.) 3. n. someone or something
that must be watched over. 4. n. an
accusation; a statement that some-
one has done something criminal.
5. n. a sudden, moving attack.
6. 1. the amount of electrical
energy stored in a battery or a par-
ticle of matter. 7. n. the explosive
material used in one explosion.
8. tv. to present a claim of a sum
of money for goods or services.
9. tv. to place @) on an account
instead of paying cash. 10. tv. to
rush toward and attack someone
or something. 11. tv. to provide a
battery with energy; to send elec-
tricity through something, such as
a circuit. 12. tv. to ask for pay at a
certain rate.
— LODGE A CHARGE AGAINST SOMEONE
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check

charge in(to someplace) to bolt or
run wildly into a place.

charge off to bolt or run away.

charge out of someplace [for
someone] to bolt or burst out of
someplace.

charge someone up to excite some-
one; to make a person enthusiastic
about something.

charge something up 1. to apply an
electrical charge to a battery. 2. to
load or fill something, such as a
fire extinguisher. 3. to reinvigo-
rate something.

charge something (up) to someone
or something to place the cost of
something on the account of
someone or a group.

charity ['tfer1ti] 1. n. love, kind-
ness, and generosity shown toward
other people. (No plural.) 2. n. an
organization that helps people in
need.

charm ['tfarm] 1. n. a pleasing,
attractive personality trait. (Plural
only for types and instances.) 2. n.
a small toy or trinket worn on a
necklace or bracelet. 3. n. some-
thing that has magical powers.
4. tv. to influence someone by
using (.

chart something out (for someone
or something) to lay out a plan or
course for someone or something.

chase ['tfes] 1. n. an act of running
after someone or something. 2. tv.
to run after someone or some-
thing.
—> CUT TO THE CHASE
—> LEAD SOMEONE ON A MERRY CHASE
—> WILD-GOOSE CHASE

chase someone or something down
to track down and seize someone
or something.

chat ['tf=t] 1. iv. to talk; to have a
friendly talk. 2. n. a pleasant con-
versation; a friendly talk.

chatter ['tf=t 2] 1. iv. to talk about
unimportant things. 2. iv. [for
one’s teeth] to click together
because of fear or coldness. 3. n.
unimportant talk. (No plural.)

cheap ['tfip] 1. adj. inexpensive;
not costing a lot of money. (Adv:
cheaply. Comp: cheaper; sup:
cheapest.) 2. adj. poorly made; of
poor quality; of poor value. (Adv:
cheaply. Comp: cheaper; sup:
cheapest.)
— DIRT CHEAP

cheat ['tfit] 1. tv. to deceive some-
one in a game or in commerce, as
a means of gaining money or some
other advantage. 2. iv. to succeed
by doing something that is not fair
or honest. 3. n. someone who
CHEATS as in (1) or (2); someone
who does not play fairly.

cheat someone out of something
to get something from someone by
deception.

check ['tfek] 1. n. a written order
to a bank to pay an amount of
money to someone or something.
2. n. the mark (V). 3. n. the bill
for a meal in a restaurant. 4. n.
something that stops or restrains
someone or something. 5. . a
brief look at someone or some-
thing; an inspection of someone or
something. 6. tv. to examine
something; to look at something
closely but quickly. 7. tv. to put
one’s belongings into the care of
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check back (on someone or something)

someone and receive a receipt for

the property. 8. tv. to restrain

someone or something; to stop

someone or something.

—> a BLANK CHECK

—> BY CHECK

—> HONOR SOMEONE'S CHECK

—> MAKE A CHECK OUT (TO SOMEONE OR
SOMETHING)

check back (on someone or some-
thing) to look into the state of
someone or something again at a
later time.

check back (with someone) to
inquire of someone again at a later
time.

check in (at something) to goto a
place and record one’s arrival.

check in on someone or something
to go into a place and make sure
that someone or something is all
right.

check into something 1. to investi-
gate a matter. 2. to sign oneself
into a place to stay, such as a hotel,
hospital, motel, etc.

check on someone or something to
investigate someone or something;
to seek out the facts about some-
one or something.

check out [for someone or some-
thing] to prove to be correctly
represented.

check out (from something) to do
the paperwork necessary to leave a
place and then leave.

check out (of something) to do the
paperwork necessary to leave a
place, such as a hotel.

check someone in to record the
arrival of someone.
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check someone or something off to
mark or cross out the name of a
person or thing on a list.

check someone or something out
to evaluate someone or something.

check someone or something over
to examine someone or something
closely.

check something in 1. to record
that someone has returned some-
thing. 2. to take something to a
place, return it, and make sure
that its return has been recorded.
3. to examine a shipment or an
order received and make certain
that everything ordered was
received.

check something off to place a (v)
by an item on a list after it has
been looked at, examined, or
accounted for.

check up (on someone or some-
thing) to determine the state of
someone or something.

cheek ['tfik] n. the part of the face
below the eye.
—> TURN THE OTHER CHEEK
cheekbone ['tfik bon] n. the bone
just below the eye.

cheer ['tfir] 1. n. an encouraging
yell; some applause and shouting
meant to encourage someone.
2. n. happiness; a good state of
mind. (No plural.) 3. iv. to yell and
shout in support of someone or
something; to yell in encourage-
ment. 4. tv. to encourage someone
by shouts of support.

cheer someone (up) to make a sad
person happy.

cheer up [for a sad person] to
become happy.
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child

cheerful ['tfir ful] 1. adj. in good
spirits; full of cheer; happy. (Adv:
cheerfully.) 2. adj. pleasant; [of
something] bright and pleasing.
(Adv: cheerfully.)

cheery ['t[iri] 1. adj. full of cheer;
showing cheer. (Adv: cheerily.
Comp: cheerier; sup: cheeriest.)
2. adj. bright and cheerful; caus-
ing cheer. (Adv: cheerily. Comp:
cheerier; sup: cheeriest.)

cheese ['tfiz] 1. n. a food made
from the solid parts of processed
milk. (Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. the adj. use of (.
— CREAM CHEESE

chef ['[ef] 1. n. a professional cook.

2. n. any cook; whoever is doing
the cooking.

chemical ['kem1kal] 1. . an ele-
ment or a mixture of basic
elements. 2. the adj. use of (.
(Adv: chemically [...1k li].)

chemist ['kem 1st] 7. a scientist
whose specialty is the theory and
use of substances.

cherish ['tfer 1f] 1. tv. to treat
someone or something very lov-
ingly; to have great fondness for
someone or something. 2. tv. to
keep the idea of someone or some-
thing in one’s mind.

cherry ['tferi] 1. n. a tree that pro-
duces small, round, bright red
fruits with one pit. 2. n. wood
from (@). (Plural only for types
and instances.) 3. n. the fruit of
@. 4. adj. made with or flavored
with 3. 5. adj. made from (2.

chess ['t[es] n. a game played by
two people on a special board,
with 32 pieces. (No plural.)

chest ['tfest] 1. n. the upper front
part of the body. 2. n. a piece of
furniture with drawers, used to
store clothes, linen, and other
items. (Often chest of drawers.)
3. n. alarge, wooden storage box.
—> GET SOMETHING OFF ONE'S CHEST
—> PLAY ONE'S CARDS CLOSE TO THE

CHEST

chew ['tfu] 1. tv. to crush food
with the teeth before swallowing
it. 2. iv. to bite down with the
teeth.
—> BITE OFF MORE THAN ONE CAN CHEW

chew something off ((of) some-
thing) to bite or gnaw something
off something.

chew something up to grind food
with the teeth until it can be swal-
lowed.

chick ['t[1k] 7. a baby chicken or
other baby bird.

chicken ['t[1k on] 1. n. a bird raised
on a farm for meat and eggs; a hen
or a rooster. 2. n. the meat of (3.
(No plural.) 3. adj. made with or
flavored with ().
—> COUNT ONE'S CHICKENS BEFORE THEY

HATCH

—> NO SPRING CHICKEN

chickens have come home to
roost all the problems have
returned to the person who caused
the problems and that person
must now solve them or take the
blame.

chief ['tfif] 1. n. the head of an
organization or group; the leader.
2. adj. most important; principal;
main. (Adv: chiefly.)

child ['tfaild] ., irreg. a young per-
son; a boy or a girl; someone’s son
or daughter. (Plural: cHILDREN.)
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childhood

— BE CHILD'S PLAY
—> EXPECTING (A CHILD)

childhood ['tfaildhud] 7. the time

period during which one is a child.

(See also IN ONE'S SECOND CHILD-
HOOD.)

children ['tf1l drin] plural of cHiLD.

chill ['tf1]] 1. 7. a coldness, espe-
cially a damp coldness. 2. n. a cold
feeling; a lasting cold feeling
caused by being in the cold too
long. 3. n. a coldness of manner;
an unpleasant attitude; an
unfriendly attitude. (Figurative on
@. No plural.) 4. n. a sense of
severe fright, possibly accompa-
nied by the feeling of (2. 5. tv. to
cool something. 6. 7v. to become
cool or cold.

chilled to the bone very cold.

chime in (with something) to add
a comment to the discussion.

chimney ['tfim ni] n. the structure
that carries smoke to the outside
and above a building.

chimpanzee [t/im 'pen zi] 7. an
African ape, closely related to
humans.

chin ['t[in] n. the part of the face
below the lower lip.
—> TAKE SOMETHING ON THE CHIN

china ['tfain 3] n. high-quality
dishes, cups, and saucers made of
fine, thin ceramic material. (No
plural.)
—> a BULL IN A CHINA SHOP

chip ['tfip] 1. n. a small piece that
has broken off a larger object. 2. n.
the dent that is left where a small
piece of something has broken off.
3. n. a flat, crunchy, fried or baked
snack made of starch. (Usually
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made from potatoes or corn. Also
short for PoTATO CHIP.) 4. tv. tO
break off a small piece of some-
thing. 5. tv. to shape something by
picking away or cutting away at it
piece by piece. 6. iv. [for some-
thing] to lose a small bit, through
CHIPPING as in (@).

—> CASH (ONE'S CHIPS) IN

—> HAVE A CHIP ON ONE'S SHOULDER
—> POTATO CHIP

chip away [for something] to
break off or break away in small
chips.

chip in (on something) (for some-
one) to contribute money toward
something for someone.

a chip off the old block a person
(usually a male) who behaves in
the same way as his father or
resembles his father. (The father is
the “old block.”)

chocolate ['tfak (9)lot] 1.7. a
tasty, sweet food made from
roasted cacao beans, usually in the
form of candy, syrup, a brewed
beverage, or a flavor in cooking.
(Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. n. a piece of (D).

3. adj. made with or flavored with

choice ['tfo1s] 1. n. a selection
from which one can choose.
(Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. n. the actual selec-
tion; someone or something
chosen or selected. 3. adj. of very
high quality; excellent; best; opti-
mal. (Adv: choicely.)
— HOBSON'S CHOICE

choir ['kwara] 1. a singing group,
especially one in a church.
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Christian religion

choke ['tfok] 1. n. the part of an
engine that controls the amount of
air that goes into the engine. 2. tv.
to cut off someone’s or some crea-
ture’s air supply. 3. iv. to react to
having one’s air supply cut off.

choke on something to begin to
gag and cough on something stuck
in the throat.

choke someone up to cause some-
one to feel like sobbing.

choke something back to fight
hard to keep something from
coming out of one’s mouth, such
as sobs, the truth, angry words,
vomit, etc.

choke something down to work
hard to swallow something, usu-
ally because it tastes bad.

choke something up 1. to clog
something up; to fill up and block
something. 2. to cough or choke
until something that has blocked
one’s windpipe is brought up.

choke up 1. to feel like sobbing.
2. to become frightened or sad-
dened so that one cannot speak.

choke up (about someone or
something) to become very emo-
tional about someone or some-
thing.

choose ['tfuz] 1. tv, irreg. to pick
or select someone or something
from a group. (Past tense: CHOSE;
past participle: CHOSEN.) 2. iv.,
irreg. to do the process of selec-
tion.
— PICK AND CHOOSE

choose up sides to select oppos-
ing sides for a debate, fight, or
game.

choosy ['tfuzi] adj. hard to please;
hard to make happy; particular.
(Adv: choosily. Comp: choosier;
sup: choosiest.)

chop ['tfap] 1. n. a movement with
an axe or blade that cuts into
something; a blow that cuts into
something. 2. 7. a slice of meat,
including some bone, especially
lamb or pork. 3. tv. to cut some-
thing by hitting it with something
sharp.

chop someone off to stop someone
in the middle of a sentence or
speech.

chop something down to fell a tree
or a pole; to fell a person by cut-
ting with a sword or something
similar.

chop something off to cut some-
thing off, perhaps with an axe.

chord ['kord] n. two or more musi-
cal tones played at the same time.
—> STRIKE A CHORD (WITH SOMEONE)

chore ['tfor] n. a regular task; a
duty.

chorus ['kor as] 1. n. a group of
people who sing together; a choir.
2. n. the part of a song that is
repeated after each verse. 3. n.
words or noises that are said
together or at the same time.

chose ['tfoz] past tense of CHOOSE.

chosen ['tfo zon] Past participle of
CHOOSE.

Christian ['kris tfon] 7. a member
of the CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

Christian religion axp Christian-
ity ['kris tfon r1 'lid3 on, kris tfi
'een 9 ti] n. a religion whose basis
is in the teachings of Jesus Christ.
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Christianity

Christianity [kris tfi '&n o ti] Go to
CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

Christmas ['kris mas] n. December
25; the day on which the birth of
Christ is celebrated by many
Christians.

chromosome ['krom o som] #. one
of many very tiny cellular struc-
tures containing genes.

chum ['tfam] 7. a good friend; a
buddy.

chunk ['t/apk] . a thick, irregu-
larly shaped piece of something.

church ['tf>tf] 1. 7. a building
where Christians gather to wor-
ship. 2. n. the worship service
celebrated within (@). (No plural.)
3. n. the members of a particular
religious organization. 4. n. the
institutional organization of a reli-
gious body, its policies, and its
practices. (No plural.)
—> (AS) POOR AS A CHURCH MOUSE

cider ['sar da] n. apple juice; juice
pressed from apples. (Plural only
for types and instances.)

cigar [s1'gar] n. a carefully packed
roll of dried tobacco leaves, used
for smoking.

cigarette [sig o 'ret] n. a small roll
of cut tobacco wrapped in paper,
used for smoking.

circle ['sa+kal] 1. n. a curved line
where every point on the line is the
same distance from a center point.
2. n. anything shaped like ; a
ring. 3. n. a group of people with
related interests. 4. tv. to form a
ring around someone or some-
thing. 5. tv. to draw a ring around
something that is written or
printed.
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—> COME FULL CIRCLE

— GO (A)ROUND IN CIRCLES
— IN A VICIOUS CIRCLE

—> RUN (AROUND) IN CIRCLES
— TALK IN CIRCLES

circuit ['sa kit] 1. n. a complete
trip around something. 2. n. the
path that the flow of electricity
follows.
— SHORT CIRCUIT

circular ['s2 kjola] 1. n. a printed
sheet that is sent to many people.
2. adj. in the shape of a circle;
round; ringlike. (Adv: circularly.)

circulate ['sa kjolet] 1. tv. to send
something from person to person;
to send something from place to
place. 2. tv. to carry something,
such as medicine, by way of the
circulation of blood. 3. iv. to go
around from person to person.
4. iv. [for blood] to flow from the
heart through the body and back
to the heart.

circulate something through
something to route something
through something; to make
something travel through some-
thing.

circulate through something
1. [for a fluid in a closed system of
pipes or tubes] to flow through
the various pathways of pipes and
tubes. 2. to travel through some-
thing; to make the rounds through
something.

circulation [sak jo 'le fon] n. the
process of circulating.
— BACK IN CIRCULATION
— OUT OF CIRCULATION

circus ['sa kas] . a traveling show
featuring clowns, acrobats, ani-
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class

mals, magicians, and other similar
acts.
— LIKE A THREE-RING CIRCUS

cite ['sait] 1. tv. to use someone or
something as a reference to sup-
port a claim or statement of fact.
2. tv. to refer to or list a citation.
3. tv. to recognize someone for
having done an exceptional deed.
4. tv. to give someone an order to
appear in court.

citizen ['sit 2 zan] n. someone who
is a legal resident of a specific
political region; someone who has
full rights of membership in a
state or country.
— SENIOR CITIZEN

citizenship ['sit o zon [1p] 1. n. the
state of being an official citizen.
(No plural.) 2. n. the behavior
expected of a citizen. (No plural.)

citrus ['srtros] 1. n. a family of
fruit including oranges, tanger-
ines, grapefruit, limes, lemons, etc.
(No plural.) 2. the adj. use of (D).

city ['siti] 1. n. alarge town; a
large residential and business cen-
ter. 2. the adj. use of .

city hall ['sit i 'hol] 1. n. the
administrative building for a city
government. (Sometimes capital-
ized.) 2. n. a city government or
administration; the offices in (1)
and the government leaders work-
ing in ). (Sometimes capitalized.)

civil ['stval] 1. adj. of or about citi-
zens and their government,
activities, rights, and responsibili-
ties. 2. adj. polite; courteous;
behaving properly. (Adv: civilly.)
3. adj. relating to a legal action
that does not deal with criminal
law.

—> KEEP A CIVIL TONGUE (IN ONE'S
HEAD)
civilian [s1'vil jon] 7. a citizen who
is not in the military.
civilize ['s1v o laiz] tv. to make
someone or a culture more orga-
nized and less primitive.

claim ['klem] 1. . a document or
statement requesting that a pay-
ment be made. 2. n. a statement
presented as fact; a statement that
something is true. 3. tv. to assert
one’s right to own something.
4. tv. to say a statement as fact; to
state that something is true. (The
object can be a clause with THAT
®@.)

claim a life [for something] to take
the life of someone.

clam ['kl&m] 1. n. an edible marine
animal having a pair of shells that
open like a book. 2. the adj. use of

—> (AS) HAPPY AS A CLAM

clamp ['kleemp] 1. 7. a device that
holds things together with pres-
sure. 2. tv. to hold things together
with pressure.

clamp down (on someone or
something) to restrain or limit
someone or someone’s actions.

clap ['klap] 1. n. the sound made
when one brings one’s palms
together, as in applause. 2. 1. a
loud burst of thunder. 3. iv. to
make applause.

clarinet [kler o 'net] n. a tube-
shaped musical instrument of the
woodwind family.

class ['kles] 1. 1. a group of simi-
lar things. 2. n. someone’s social
and economic ranking. 3. n. a
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class roll

course that is taught; a subject that
is taught. 4. n. a specific session of
learning; a period of time spent in
instruction. 5. n. all the people in
a certain grade or year of school-
ing. 6. n. a term of address for a
group of students in a classroom.
(No plural.) 7. n. the ability to
behave properly, politely, or ele-
gantly. (No plural.)
— CUT CLASS

class roll 7. alist of the names of
people, especially those who are
enrolled in school.

classic ['kles 1k] 1. 7. something,
especially art, music, or writing,
that is of very high quality and
will be or is remembered through

history. 2. adj. of high quality; the

best; of great and lasting impor-
tance; serving as a standard for
others of its kind. 3. adj. typical;
just as one would anticipate.
classical ['klas 1kal] 1. adj. of or
about ancient Greece and Rome.
(Adv: classically [...1k li].) 2. adj.

[of music, such as symphonies and

operas, dance, and other art
forms] serious and requiring a
high degree of training and skill.

a lobster, crab, or other shellfish.
3. n. the part of the hammer that
is used for removing nails. 4. tv. to
scratch or tear someone or some-
thing with (@).

claw something off ((of) someone
or something) to rip or tear some-
thing off from someone or
something.

clay ['kle] 1. n. a kind of sticky soil,
used for pottery. (Plural only for
types and instances.) 2. adj. made

of or concerning (D).
— HAVE FEET OF CLAY

clean ['klin] 1. adj. tidy; not dirty.
(Adv: cleanly.) 2. adj. new; fresh;
unused. 3. adj. morally pure; not
DIRTY (2). (Adv: cleanly.) 4. adj.
smooth; even; not rough. (Adv:
cleanly.) 5. tv. to make something
@@. 6. tv. to prepare an animal for
cooking and eating by removing
the parts that cannot be eaten.
—> GET A CLEAN BILL OF HEALTH
—> GIVE SOMEONE A CLEAN BILL OF

HEALTH

— HAVE CLEAN HANDS
—> MAKE A CLEAN BREAST OF SOMETHING
—> START (OFF) WITH A CLEAN SLATE

clean one’s act up to start behav-
ing better.

classmate ['klzs met] n. someone
in the same class at school.

classroom ['klas rum] 7. a room
in a school or building where
classes are held.

clause ['kloz] 1. n. a phrase that
has a subject and a verb. 2. n. a
single provision in a legal docu-
ment.
—> RELATIVE CLAUSE

claw ['klo] 1. n. a sharp, hard,
curved nail on the foot of an ani-
mal or a bird. 2. n. the pinchers of

clean someone or something down
to clean someone or something by
brushing or with flowing water.

clean someone or something out
(of something) to remove people
or things from something or some
place.

clean someone or something up to
get someone or something clean.

clean something off to take some-
thing off something; to remove
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clear up

something such as dirt or dirty
dishes.

clean something off ((of) some-
thing) to remove something from
something.

clean something out to remove dirt
or unwanted things from the
inside of something.

clean up (on someone or some-
thing) to make a large profit from
someone or some business activ-
ity.

cleaner ['kli na] 1. n. soap, bleach,
or some other product that cleans.
(Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. n. someone who
cleans clothing and fabric for a liv-
ing.
— VACUUM CLEANER

cleaners 7. a business that launders
or cleans clothing and other items.
(Treated as singular or plural.)

cleanse ['klenz] tv. to clean some-
thing well; to make something
more pure.

clear ['klir] 1. adj. transparent;
allowing light through. (Adv:
clearly. Comp: clearer; sup:
clearest.) 2. adj. bright; free from
clouds or fog. (Adv: clearly. Comp:
clearer; sup: clearest.) 3. adj. with-
out marks or blemishes; without
defects. (Comp: clearer; sup: clear-
est.) &. adj. easy to understand;
making perfect sense. (Adv:
clearly. Comp: clearer; sup:
clearest.) 5. adj. easy to hear or see.
(Adv: clearly. Comp: clearer; sup:
clearest.) 6. adj. certain; easy to
understand. (Adv: clearly. Comp:
clearer; sup: clearest.) 7. adj. with-
out anything in the way. (Comp:
clearer; sup: clearest.) 8. adv. com-

pletely; all the way. 9. tv. to move
someone or something so that the
way is open. 10. tv. to make an
area empty by removing people or
things. 11. tv. to chop down trees
and remove stones from the land.
12. tv. to remove blame or guilt
from someone or something.

13. tv. [for a bank] to send a check
successfully through procedures
necessary to have the check paid.
14. iv. [for a check] to successfully
travel through the procedures nec-
essary to assure payment. 15. iv.
[for the sky] to become free of
clouds.

—> (AS) CLEAR AS MUD

—> THE COAST IS CLEAR.

—> MAKE ONESELF CLEAR

— OUT OF A CLEAR BLUE SKY

clear of something without touch-
ing something; away from
something.

clear out (of someplace) to get out
of someplace.

clear something away to take
something away.

clear something off ((of) some-
thing) to take something off
something.

clear something up 1. to clarify
something; to take away the con-
fusion about something. 2. to cure
a disease.

clear the table to remove the
dishes and other eating utensils
from the table after a meal.

clear up 1. [for something] to
become more understandable.
2. [for a disease] to improve or
become cured. 3. [for the sky] to
become clearer.
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clergy

clergy ['kla- d3i] n. ministers;
priests; pastors. (No plural. Num-
ber is expressed by the phrase
member(s) of the clergy.)

clerk ['kla:k] 1. . an office worker,
especially one who keeps track of
records, files, and information.
2. n. someone who helps custom-
ers with goods and sales; someone
who works behind a counter and
helps customers.

clever ['klev 2] adj. [of someone or
a creature] capable of interesting,
creative activities. (Adv: cleverly.
Comp: cleverer; sup: cleverest.)

cliché [kli 'she] n. an expression
that is trite and tiresome and is
used too often.

click ['klik] 1. n. a short, quick
noise; a snapping sound. 2. tv. to
make a noise by snapping things
together. 3. iv. to snap; to make a
snapping noise.

client ['klar ont] #. someone served
by a company or by a professional
such as a lawyer.

cliff ['klif] n. a high, steep wall of
rock or earth.

climate ['klar moat] 1. n. the typical
weather conditions of a certain
area. 2. n. the general atmosphere,
mood, attitude, or feeling.

climax ['klar maks] 1. n. the most
exciting point in an event; the
most intense part of an event; the
most dramatic point of a story.
2. iv. to reach the most exciting
point in an event.

climb ['klaim] 1. n. the process of
going up something, especially
through much effort or using the
hands and feet. 2. tv. to go up
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something, especially through
much effort or using the hands
and feet. 3. iv. to go to a higher
level.

climb on the bandwagon Go to
GET ON THE BANDWAGON.

climber ['klaim 2] 1. #. someone
who hikes or climbs up moun-
tains, cliffs, slopes, etc. 2. n. a
plant that grows up something.

clinic ['klin 1k] 7. a medical office
where minor medical problems
are treated.

clip ['klip] 1. n. a device that holds
sheets of paper together; a small
device for gripping or holding
things together. 2. n. a brief part
of a film, book, magazine, or
newspaper. 3. tv. to hold things
together with (@).
—> PAPER CLIP

clip someone’s wings to restrain
someone; to reduce or put an end
to a child’s or teenager’s privileges.
(As with birds or fowl whose
wings are clipped to keep them at
home.)

clip something on((to) someone or
something) to attach something to
someone or something with a clip.

clip something out (of something)
to remove something from some-
thing by clipping or cutting.

cloak ['klok] 1. 7. a long coat with-
out sleeves; an outer garment like a
cape. 2. tv. to cover something up;
to obscure something.

cloak-and-dagger involving
secrecy and plotting.

clock ['klak] 1. . a machine that
keeps track of the time of day; a
timepiece. 2. tv. to measure the
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close something out

length of time it takes for someone
or something to do something; to
measure a rate of speed.
—> AGAINST THE CLOCK

clock in to record one’s time of
arrival, usually by punching a time
clock.

clock out to record one’s time of
departure, usually by punching a
time clock.

clock someone in to observe and
record someone’s time of arrival.

clock someone out to observe and
record someone’s time of depar-
ture.

clockwork ['klak wak] 7. the mov-
ing parts inside a clock or
mechanical device, such as a
wind-up toy.
— (AS) REGULAR AS CLOCKWORK
—> GO LIKE CLOCKWORK

clog something up [for something]
to obstruct a channel or conduit.

clog up [for a channel or conduit]
to become blocked.

close 1. ['klos] adj. near in space or
time. (Adv: closely. Comp: closer;
sup: closest.) 2. ['klos] adj. near in
spirit; dear; intimate; confidential.
(Adv: closely. Comp: closer; sup:
closest.) 3. ['klos] adj. careful;
strict. (Adv: closely. Comp: closer;
sup: closest.) 4. ['klos] adj. almost
equal; almost the same. (Adv:
closely. Comp: closer; sup: closest.)
5. ['klos] adv. near in space or
time. 6. ['kloz] tv. to shut some-
thing. 7. ['kloz] tv. to bring
something to an end; to conclude
something. 8. ['kloz] tv. to com-
plete an electrical circuit.
9. ['kloz] iv. to shut. 10. ['kloz] iv.
to end; to finish; to bring to an

end; to conclude. 11. ['kloz] n. the

end; the finish; the conclusion.

— ABLE TO DO SOMETHING WITH ONE'S EYES
CLOSED

—> HAVE A (CLOSE) BRUSH WITH SOME-
THING

—> HAVE A CLOSE CALL

— HAVE A CLOSE SHAVE

—> KEEP A CLOSE REIN ON SOMEONE OR
SOMETHING

—> PLAY ONE'S CARDS CLOSE TO ONE'S
VEST

—> PLAY ONE'S CARDS CLOSE TO THE
CHEST

close at hand within reach; handy.

close down [for a business, office,
shop, etc.] to close permanently or
temporarily.

close in (on someone or some-
thing) to move in on someone
or something.

close ranks 1. to move closer
together in a military formation.
2. to join (with someone).

close someone or something down
to force someone or someone’s
business, office, shop, etc., to close
permanently or temporarily.

close someone or something up
1. to close someone or someone’s
business, office, shop, etc., tem-
porarily or permanently. 2. to
close someone or something com-
pletely. (Said of a person being
stitched up at the end of a surgical
procedure.)

close someone out of something to
prevent someone from getting into
something, such as a class, a room,
a privilege, etc.

close something out 1. to sell off a
particular kind of merchandise
with the intention of not selling it
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close up

in the future. 2. to prevent further
registration in something.

close up [for an opening] to close
completely.

closed ['klozd] adj. not open; shut.

closet ['kloz1t] 1. n. a small room
where clothing and personal
objects are kept. 2. adj. secret; hid-
ing; covert.
—> COME OUT OF THE CLOSET
—> SKELETON IN THE CLOSET

cloth ['kl50] 1. n. woven material;
woven fabric. (Plural only for
types and instances.) 2. n., irreg. a
piece of woven material or fabric.
(Plural: [klo0z].)
— CUT FROM THE SAME CLOTH
—> MAKE SOMETHING UP OUT OF WHOLE

CLOTH

clothe ['klod] tv. to put garments
on someone or something; to dress
someone or something.

clothes ['klo(d)z] n. clothing; gar-
ments; something to wear, such as
a shirt, a sweater, pants, or socks.
(Treated as plural, but not counta-
ble.)

clothesline ['kloz lan] 7. a length
of rope on which clothes and other
laundry can be hung to dry.

clothespin ['kloz pin] 7. a wooden
or plastic clip used to attach damp
clothes to a clothesline.

clothing ['klo d1p] 7. clothes; gar-
ments. (No plural. Treated as
singular. See also a WOLF IN SHEEP'S
CLOTHING.)

cloud ['klaud] 1. 7. a large white or
gray mass in the sky, made of
water vapor. 2. n. a large puff of
smoke or dust; a visible mass of
gas or particles that is still or
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moves in the air. 3. tv. to obscure
something; to hide something.
—> HAVE ONE'S HEAD IN THE CLOUDS
—> ON CLOUD NINE

—> UNDER A CLOUD (OF SUSPICION)

cloud up [for the sky] to fill with
clouds.

cloudy ['klav di] 1. adj. [of sky]
having clouds. (Adv: cloudily.
Comp: cloudier; sup: cloudiest.)
2. adj. not able to be seen through
clearly. (Figurative on (). Adv:
cloudily. Comp: cloudier; sup:
cloudiest.)

clown ['klaun] 1. 7. a performer
who wears a funny costume and
makeup and tries to make people
laugh. 2. n. someone who is always
making jokes and trying to make
other people laugh.

clown around (with someone) to
join with someone in acting silly;
[for two or more people] to act
silly together.

club ['kIab] 1. n. a large, thick,
blunt wooden stick. 2. n. a night-
club; a place where liquor is served
or where people can dance. 3. n.
an organization or group of people
who meet to pursue a specific
activity. 4. n. one of four different
symbols found in a deck of playing
cards; the symbol (). 5. n. the
stick with a metal end used to hita
golf ball. (Short for GoLF cLus.)
6. tv. to beat someone or some-
thing with (@.
— GOLF CLUB
—> JOIN THE CLUB!

clue ['klu] . a hint; some informa-
tion that will help to solve a
problem.
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cocoon

clue someone in (on something) to
inform someone about something.

clump ['klamp] 1. 7. a group of
something; a mass of something.
2. tv. to group things together; to
gather something into ().

clumsy ['klam zi] adj. awkward;
likely to trip or stumble on some-
thing. (Adv: clumsily. Comp:
clumsier; sup: clumsiest.)

clutch ['klat[] tv. to grasp some-
thing; to hold onto something.

clutches ['klot[ az] n. one’s grasp; a
person’s holding onto someone or
something.
— IN(TO) SOMEONE'S CLUTCHES

clutter something up to mess
something up; to fill something or
someplace up with too many
things.

coach ['kotf] 1. n. someone who is
in charge of a team; someone who
trains players on a team. 2. n.
someone who trains someone else.
3. n. an enclosed carriage, typi-
cally pulled by horses. 4. n. a
railway car where passengers ride
in seats. (As opposed to railway
cars where people can eat or can
lie down to sleep.) 5. 1. a cross-
country bus; a bus used for
touring or carrying people over a
long distance. 6. 1. the tourist sec-
tion of an airplane; the cheapest
kind of air travel. (No plural.)
7. adv. [traveling] in or by (®.
8. tv. to instruct someone in a
sport, skill, or craft.

coal ['kol] 1. n. a black mineral
made of carbon, used as fuel.
(Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. n. a hot, glowing
chunk of burning @) or charcoal.

—> HAUL SOMEONE OVER THE COALS
—> RAKE SOMEONE OVER THE COALS

coarse ['kors] 1. adj. having a
rough texture; not smooth. (Adv:
coarsely. Comp: coarser; sup: coars-
est.) 2. adj. vulgar; crude. (Adv:
coarsely. Comp: coarser; sup: coars-
est.)

coast ['kost] 1. n. land along and
beside the sea. 2. iv. to glide with-
out using energy.

The coast is clear. There is no visi-
ble danger.

coastal ['kos tol] adj. along the
coast; on the coast. (Adv:
coastally.)

coast-to-coast from the Atlantic
QOcean to the Pacific Ocean (in
North America); all the land
between the Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans.

coat ['kot] 1. n. a heavy item of
clothing, worn over one’s other
clothes during cold weather. 2. n.
the fur of an animal; the pelt of an
animal. 3. n. a layer of something,
such as paint, that covers a sur-
face. 4. tv. to cover the surface of
something with a layer of some-
thing.

cob ['kab] n. the central core of an
ear of corn. (Short for corncos.)

cock of the walk someone who
acts more important than others
in a group.

cock-and-bull story a silly, made-
up story; a story that is a lie.

cocoon [ka 'kun] n. the protective
shell in which a caterpillar wraps
itself while it transforms into a
butterfly or a moth.
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cod

cod ['kad] 1. n., irreg. a kind of edi-
ble fish that lives in cold water.
(Plural: cod.) 2. n. the flesh of (@),
eaten as food. (No plural.)

code ['kod] 1. n. a secret writing
system; a system of symbols used
for communication. 2. . a set of
laws; a set of rules. 3. tv. to trans-
late a message into (). 4. tv. to
mark an object with a special
number or symbol.
—> AREA CODE
—> BREAK A CODE
—> ZIP CODE

coffee ['kof i] 1. n. the roasted
beans of a kind of tree. (Either
whole or ground. Plural only for
types and instances.) 2. 7. a drink
made from roasted, ground (@).
(No plural.)

coffee break ['kof i brek] n. a rest
period during which coffee or
some other refreshment is
enjoyed.

coffeepot ['kof i pat] n. a pot used
to brew and serve coffee.

coffin ['kof an] n. a box in which
the body of a dead person is
placed for burial.
—> NAIL IN SOMEONE'S OR SOMETHING'S COF-

FIN

coil ['ko1l] 1. n. a length of some-
thing, such as rope, wound into a
stack of circular loops. 2. n. a cir-
cular loop. 3. tv. to wrap some-
thing around and around into a
circle. 4. iv. to form into a circular
loop.

coil something up to roll or twist
something into a coil.

coin ['koin] 1. n. a piece of money
made from metal. 2. #v. to press
metal into 1); to make money
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from metal. 3. tv. to invent a new
word; to make up a new word.

cold ['kold] 1. n. a physical state or

property of something having rel-
atively less heat. (No plural.) 2. n.
weather that is characterized by
(@ a lack of warmth in the outside
temperature. (No plural.) 3. 7. a
common illness that causes sneez-
ing, a runny nose, a sore throat,
etc. 4. adj. not hot; not having
heat. (Comp: colder; sup: coldest.)
5. adj. [of aliving creature]
uncomfortable from not having
heat. (Adv: coldly. Comp: colder;
sup: coldest.) 6. adj. mean;
unfriendly; unpleasant. (Adv:
coldly. Comp: colder; sup: coldest.)
—> BREAK OUT IN A COLD SWEAT

—> CATCH COLD

—> CATCH ONE'S DEATH (OF COLD)

—> DASH COLD WATER ON SOMETHING

— GET COLD FEET

—> KNOCK SOMEONE COLD

—> MAKE SOMEONE'S BLOOD RUN COLD
— OUT coLD

—> POUR COLD WATER ON SOMETHING

— TAKE COLD

—> TAKE ONE'S DEATH (OF COLD)

—> THROW COLD WATER ON SOMETHING

cold comfort no comfort or conso-

lation at all.

collapse [ko 'l&ps] 1. n. an

instance of falling down; a loss of
the air contained in something.
(No plural.) 2. n. the total ruin of
something. 3. iv. to fall down; to
become ruined. 4. iv. to fail; to
break down completely.

collapse into something 1. to fall

down into something. 2. [for
someone] to fall into a particular
kind of despair.
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combat

collapse under someone or some-
thing to cave in under the weight
of someone or something.

collar ['kal 2] 1. . the part of a
piece of clothing that wraps
around the neck. 2. n. a band
around the neck of an animal.

—> HOT UNDER THE COLLAR

collect [ko 'lekt] 1. tv. to ask for or
to receive money that is owed.

2. tv. to gather items together; to
bring items together. 3. tv. to find
and take, get, or buy something or
a class of things as a hobby. 4. adj.
[of a telephone call] charged to the
person or number called. 5. adv.
charging a telephone call to the
person or telephone number
called.

college ['kal 1d3] 7. a school of
higher education; an undergradu-
ate division within a university.

colonial [ks 'lonial] 1. adj. of or
about a colony. (Adv: colonially.)
2. adj. of or about the original
thirteen colonies of the United
States. (Adv: colonially.) 3. n. a
person who lives or lived in a
colony.

colony ['kal a ni] 1. 7. an area that
is settled and ruled by a country
but is located apart from it. 2. n.
the place where a social group of
ants or termites lives and breeds.

color ['kal 2] 1. n. the quality of
light that causes people to see the
differences among red, orange,
yellow, blue, green, purple, etc.; a
hue; a tint. 2. tv. to give something
(s to paint or draw with some-
thing that has (@). 3. tv. to affect
something; to influence some-
thing. (Figurative on (2).) 4. iv. to

draw with crayons or markers.
5. adj. [of film or video recording]
using all the colors, not just black
and white.
—> a HORSE OF A DIFFERENT COLOR
—> a HORSE OF ANOTHER COLOR
—> PRIMARY COLOR
—> SHOW ONE'S (TRUE) COLORS
— WITH FLYING COLORS
colt ['kolt] n. a young male horse.

column ['kal om] 1. n. a supporting
pillar or a thick post. 2. n. a series
of words or symbols arranged in a
line from top to bottom. 3. n. a
newspaper article, especially one
written by a columnist.

coma ['ko ma] n. a state of com-
plete unconsciousness, often due
to illness.
— LAPSE INTO A COMA

comb ['kom] 1. n. a toothed strip
of plastic or something similar,
used for arranging hair. 2. n. the
red growth on top of the heads of
chickens and turkeys. 3. tv. to
arrange one’s hair with ). 4. tv. to
thoroughly look through an area
for something; to search a place
for something.
— GO OVER SOMETHING WITH A FINE-

TOOTH COMB
—> SEARCH SOMETHING WITH A FINE-
TOOTH COMB

comb something out to comb
something and make it straight or
neat.

comb something out (of some-
thing) to remove knots and snarls
from something by combing.

combat 1. ['kam bzt] n. war; con-
flict; battle. (No plural.) 2. ['kam
bat] the adj. use of @). 3. [kom
'baet] tv. to fight someone or
something; to battle someone or
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combination

something. (Past tense and past
participle: combated.)

combination [kam b1 'ne fon] 1. n.

the process of combining. (Plural
only for types and instances.) 2. 1.
something that is made by an act
of combining. 3. n. the sequence
of numbers needed to open a com-
BINATION LOCK.

combination lock [kam bi 'ne fon
lak] n. a lock that is opened by
turning a dial to a secret COMBINA-
TioN (@) of numbers or by pressing
numbered buttons in the proper
sequence, instead of with a key.

combine [kom 'bain] 1. tv. to join
two or more things together. 2. iv.
to unite; to join.

come ['kam] 1. iv, irreg. to move

toward someone or something; to

move toward the location of the

person who is speaking. (Past

tense: CAME; past participle: come.)

2. iv., irreg. to arrive; to get some-

where. 3. iv., irreg. [for goods that

have been purchased] to arrive or

be available equipped in a certain

way.

—> CHICKENS HAVE COME HOME TO
ROOST

—> CROSS A BRIDGE BEFORE ONE COMES
TOIT

—> CROSS A BRIDGE WHEN ONE COMES
TOIT

—> a DREAM COME TRUE

—> EASY COME, EASY GO

—> FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED

— (HAD) KNOWN IT WAS COMING

— IF WORST COMES TO WORST

—> NOT KNOW ENOUGH TO COME IN
OUT OF THE RAIN

come about [for a boat] to change
its angle against the wind; [for a
boat] to change tack.
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come across someone or some-
thing AnD run across someone or
something to find someone or
something; to discover someone
or something.

come apart at the seams to lose
one’s emotional self-control sud-
denly. (From the literal sense,
referring to a garment falling
apart.)

come around 1. to agree in the
end; to agree finally. 2. to return
to consciousness.

come as no surprise will not be
surprising [for someone] to learn
[something].

come away empty-handed to
return without anything.

come away (from someone or
something) to move away from
someone or something.

come back to return to an advan-
tageous or favorable state or
condition.

come back (to someone or some-
thing) to return to someone or
something.

come by something 1. to travel by a
specific carrier, such as a plane, a
boat, or a car. (The literal sense.)
2. to find or get something.

come down in the world to lose
one’s social position or financial
standing.

come down with something to
catch a disease.

come from nowhere to come as a
surprise with no warning.

come full circle to return to the
original position or state of affairs.
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come over to something

come home (to roost) to return
to cause trouble (for someone).
(As chickens or other birds return
home to roost.)

come in 1. to enter. (Often a com-
mand or polite request.) 2. to
arrive; [for a shipment of some-
thing] to arrive.

come in out of the rain to
become alert and sensible. (Also
used literally.)

come into its own [for some-
thing] to achieve its proper
recognition.

come into one's own [for some-
one] to achieve one’s proper
recognition.

come of age to reach an age when
one is old enough to own prop-
erty, get married, and sign legal
contracts.

come off to happen as planned; to
come to fruition; to succeed. (Col-
loquial.)

come off ((of) something) [for
something] to become detached
from something else.

come off second best to win sec-
ond place or worse; to lose out to
someone else.

come on 1. to hurry along after
someone. (Usually a command.)
2. [for electricity or some other
device] to start operating. 3. to
walk out and appear on stage.
4, [for a pain] to begin hurting;
[for a disease] to attack someone.
5. to yield; to agree. (Usually a
command.) 6. [for a program] to
be broadcast on radio or televi-
sion.

come on((to) someone or some-
thing) to find someone or
something by accident; to happen
onto someone or something.

come out 1. to exit; to leave the
inside of a place. 2. to result; to
succeed; to happen. 3. to come
before the public; to be published;
to be made public. 4. to become
visible or evident.

come out ahead to end up with a
profit; to improve one’s situation.

come out in the wash to work
out all right. (This means that
problems or difficulties will go
away as dirt goes away in the pro-
cess of washing.)

come out of left field [for a prob-
lem or dilemma] to come from a
place that would not be expected.

come out of the closet 1. to
reveal one’s secret interests. 2. to
reveal that one is a homosexual.

come out with something 1. to
publish something. 2. to express
or utter something. 3. to say or
shout something.

come over to come for a visit.

come over someone [for some-
thing] to affect a person, perhaps
suddenly.

come over someone or something
to move over and above someone
or something.

come over (to our side) to join
up with our side; to become one of
our group, party, etc.

come over to something to change
to something; to convert to some-
thing.
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come through

come through to be approved; to
be sanctioned.

come through (for someone or
something) to produce or perform
as promised for someone or a
group.

come through (something) 1. to
survive something. 2. to pass
through something.

come through (with something)
to produce or deliver something as
promised.

come to to become conscious; to
return to consciousness.

come to a bad end to have a dis-
aster, perhaps one that is deserved
or expected; to die an unfortunate
death.

come to a dead end to arrive at
an absolute stopping point.

come to a head to come to a cru-
cial point; to reach a point where a
problem must be solved.

come to a standstill to stop, tem-
porarily or permanently.

come to a stop [for someone or
something] to stop moving or
happening.

come to an end to stop; to finish.

come to an untimely end to die
an early death.

come to grief to fail; to suffer
trouble or bad luck.

come to grips with something to
face something; to comprehend
something.

come to light to become known.

come to one’s senses to wake up;
to become conscious; to start
thinking clearly.
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come to pass to happen. (Liter-
ary.)

come to terms with someone or
something to face someone or
something and deal with the per-
son or thing as a problem that
needs to be dealt with.

come to the point axp get to
the point to get to the important
part (of something).

come to think of it I just remem-
bered something about . . .; now
that I think about it . . .

come true to become real; [for a
dream or a wish] actually to hap-
pen.

come up 1. to come from a lower
place to a higher one. 2. to come
near; to approach. 3. to come to
someone’s attention.

come up against someone or
something to reach an obstacle in
the form of someone or some-
thing.

come up in the world to improve
one’s status or situation in life.

come up something [for a tossed
coin] to turn out to be either
heads or tails.

come what may no matter what
might happen.

comedy ['kam o di] 1. n. a funny
play or movie; the opposite of a
tragedy. 2. n. the element of
movies or plays that makes people
laugh; the opposite of tragedy. (No
plural.)

comfort ['kam fat] n. the quality

of relief, ease, satisfaction.
—> COLD COMFORT
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company

comfortable ['kam fa to bal] adj.
giving comfort, ease, or rest.
—> (AS) COMFORTABLE AS AN OLD SHOE

comic ['kam 1k] 1. adj. funny;
humorous. (Adv: comically [...1k
li].) 2. n. a pamphlet printed in
color on cheap paper where stories
are told in comic strips. (From
comic book.) 3. n. someone who
tells jokes and funny stories.

comic strip ['kam ik strip] 7. a
series of several cartoons printed
in a row; a cartoon series that
appears daily or weekly, usually in
newspapers.

comics 7. the newspaper pages con-
taining cartoons and COMIC STRIPS.
(Treated as plural.)

command [ko 'mend] 1. n. an
order; a statement that tells some-
one what to do; a direction; an
instruction. 2. tv. to give an order
to someone. 3. tv. to control some-
one or something. 4. tv. [for
someone or someone’s character]
to deserve and receive respect and
attention.

comment ['kam ent] 1. n. a remark
about something; a statement
about something. 2. tv. to state an
opinion; to make a remark. (The
object is a clause with THAT (7).)

comment on something to make a
statement about something; to
remark about something.

commit (ko 'mit] 1.tv. todo a
crime; to do something illegal. 2.
tv. to place someone [in a mental
institution].

commit oneself to something to
pledge oneself to do something.

commit someone to something to
place someone under the control
or authority of a hospital, institu-
tion, or prison.

committee [ko 'mit i] 7. a group of
people who meet to perform a
specific duty, usually as part of a
larger organization.

common ['kam an] 1. adj. usual;
typical; frequently encountered;
widespread. (Adv: commonly.
Comp: commoner; sup: common-
est.) 2. adj. shared or used by two
or more people. (Adv: commonly.)
3. adj. without distinction; ordi-
nary. (Adv: commonly. Comp:
commoner; sup: commonest.)

common sense ['kam on 'sens] n.
basic reasonable and practical
thinking. (No plural.)

communication [komjun1 'ke
Jon] 1. n. sending and receiving
information. (No plural.) 2. . an
announcement or statement in
written or spoken form.

communications 7. the means or
media for communication.

community (ko 'mjunoti] 1. n. an
area or region where people live
and communicate with each other;
aneighborhood or town. 2. 7. a
group of people who have a com-
mon interest, occupation, or
background. 3. the adj. use of @)
or (.

companion [kom 'pen jon] 1. n.
someone with whom time is spent.
2. n. something that matches
something else; something that is
part of a set.

company ['kam pani] 1. n. a busi-
ness organization; a business. 2. n.
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comparative

guests; visitors. (No plural.

Treated as singular.)

— TWO'S COMPANY(, THREE'S A
CROWD).

comparative [kom 'per s t1v]
1. adj. of or about studies based
on comparison. (Adv: compara-
tively.) 2. adj. of or about a form
of an adverb or adjective that typi-
cally has an -er suffix or is a
combination of the adverb or
adjective and the word more.
(Some adverbs and adjectives have
irregular compARATIVES (8), how-
ever.) 3. adj. as compared with
others. (Adv: comparatively.) 4. n.
a form of an adjective or adverb as
described in (2). (Abbreviated
comp. here.)

compare [kom 'per] tv. to deter-
mine or show how two things are
the same or different.

compare someone or something to
someone or something to point out
the similarities between a person
or thing and another person or
thing.

compare someone or something
with someone or something to
determine or show how a person
or thing resembles, or differs
from, another person or thing.

comparison [kom 'per o son] 7.
showing how things are the same
or different. (Plural only for types
and instances.)

compass ['kam pas] 1. n. a device
that points to the north and indi-
cates direction for the purposes of
travel or finding out where one is
located. 2. n. a simple device used
to draw circles or parts of circles.
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compete [kom 'pit] iv. to partici-
pate in a game, contest, or rivalry,
with the hope of winning; to take
part in a game or contest.

competition [kam p1 't1 fon] 1. 7.
a contest. 2. n. the state that exists
between rivals. (No plural.) 3. n.
arival or a group of rivals. (No
plural.)

competitive [kom 'pet 1tiv] 1. adj.
eager to compete; aggressive in
competition. (Adv: competitively.)
2. adj. low in price; [of a low
price] able to compete. (Ady: com-
petitively.) 3. adj. involving
competition. (Adv: competitively.)

complain [kom 'plen] iv. to say that
one is unhappy, angry, or annoyed.

complaint [kom 'plent] 1. 7. a
statement expressing annoyance or
anger about something. 2. 1. a
statement that a crime has been
committed. 3. n. a sickness; an ill-
ness.

complete [kom 'plit] 1. adj. entire;
whole; with all the necessary
parts. (Adv: completely.) 2. tv. to
finish something; to end some-
thing; to do something until it is
done. 3. tv. to make something
whole; to fill in all the parts of
something.

complex 1. ['kam pleks] n. a set of
related buildings. 2. ['kam pleks]
n. a psychological condition.
3. [kom 'pleks, 'kam pleks] adj.
difficult; complicated; hard to
understand. (Adv: complexly.)

compliment ['kam pli mant] n. a
statement of praise.
—> FISH FOR A COMPLIMENT
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condition

composition [kam ps 'z fon] 1. n.
the process of putting things
together to form one whole thing.
(No plural.) 2. n. the arrangement
of the parts of something. (No
plural.) 3. n. a piece of music, a
symphony; a piece of writing, such
as an essay or a poem. 4. n. the
process of writing a piece of music
or an essay, narrative, research
paper, etc. (No plural.) 5. n. the
things that make up something;
the ingredients of something; the
parts of something. (No plural.)

comprehend [kam pr1 'hend] tv. to
understand something.

compromise ['kam pro maiz] 1. n.
an agreement to settle an argu-
ment where both sides yield a
little. 2. 7v. to come to an agree-
ment by which both sides yield a
little. 3. tv. to endanger someone’s

reputation, position, or morals.
—> REACH A COMPROMISE

computer [kom 'pjut a] 1. n. an
electronic machine that processes
data at high speeds. 2. the adj. use
of .

computer file [kom 'pjut > 'fail]
n. a unit of data or information in

digital form, stored on a floppy
disk or hard drive.

comrade ['kam rzd] n. a friend; a
companion.

con someone out of something to
trick someone out of money or
something of value.

conceal [kon 'sil] tv. to hide some-
one or something.

concept ['kan sept] . a thought;
an idea; a notion.

concern [kon 'sa'n] 1. tv. to matter
to someone; to be important to
someone; to worry someone. 2. tv.
to be about something; to have to
do with something; to deal with
something. 3. n. a matter of inter-
est; a matter of importance;
something that is of interest. 4. .
care; worry; anxiety. (Plural only
for types and instances.)

concert ['kan sat] 1. 7. a musical
performance by one or more
musicians. 2. the adj. use of ().

conclude [kon 'klud] 1. tv. to finish
something; to come to the end of
something. 2. tv. to reach an opin-
ion by thinking about something.
(The object is a clause with THAT
@.) 3. iv. [for a process or activ-
ity] to finish or end.

conclusion [kon 'klu 30n] 1. 7. the
end of something. 2. n. the final
decision reached by thinking
about something.
— a FOREGONE CONCLUSION
— JUMP TO CONCLUSIONS

concrete 1. ['kan krit] 7. a stone-
like material made from cement,
sand, gravel, and water, used in
construction and paving. (No plu-
ral.) 2. ['kan krit] adj. made from
@. 3. [kan 'krit] adj. actual; exist-
ing; real; definite; not abstract.
(Adv: concretely.)

condition [kon 'd1 [an] 1. 7. a state
of being; a situation that someone
or something is in. (No plural.)
2. conditions 7. a group of
related states or situations, as with
the weather or the state of the
economy. 3. n. the state of some-
one’s health. (No plural.) 4. n.
something that is necessary before
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conduct

something else can happen. 5. tv.
to shape someone’s or something’s
behavior; to train someone or
something. 6. tv. to cause someone
to become more physically fit.
— IN GOOD CONDITION
— IN MINT CONDITION
— IN THE PINK (OF CONDITION)
conduct 1. ['kan dokt] n. behavior;
the way someone behaves. (No
plural.) 2. [kan 'dakt] tv. to lead
someone or something; to guide
someone or something. 3. [kon
'dakt] tv. to behave [oneself] in a
particular manner. (Takes a reflex-
ive object.) 4. [kon 'dakt] tv. to
provide a path for electricity or
heat to travel.

conductor [kon 'dak ta] 1. n.
someone who directs an orchestra,
band, choir, or other musical
group. 2. n. someone who checks
tickets and collects fares on a
train. 3. n. a substance electricity
or heat can travel through.

cone ['kon] 1. n. a solid form that
changes from a circle at one end to
a point at the other end. 2. n. a
crisp, thin, (1)-shaped pastry, used
for holding ice cream. 3. n. the
seed-bearing fruit of a pine tree.

conference ['kan frons] n. a meet-
ing to discuss a specific topic.

confess [kon 'fes] tv. to admit
something; to state that one has
done something wrong. (The
object can be a clause with THAT
@)

confess to something to admit
doing something; to state that one
has done something wrong.

confession [kon 'fe fon] n. the
process or activity of confessing or
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admitting something. (Plural only
for types and instances.)

confidence ['kanfidons] 1.n. a
strong trust in someone or some-
thing; a strong belief in someone
or something. (No plural.) 2. n. a
feeling of assurance; a belief in
oneself and one’s abilities. (No
plural.)

—> a VOTE OF CONFIDENCE

confidential [kan f1'den fal] 1.
adj. secret; kept as secret. (Adv:
confidentially.) 2. adj. [of some-
one] trusted with secrets.

confine [kon 'fain] 1. tv. to keep
someone or a creature in a small
space; to enclose someone or some
creature in a small space. 2. tv. to
restrict or limit conversation or
statements to a particular subject.

confirm [kon 'faxm] 1. tv. to check
something to make certain it is
true, accurate, complete, or still in
effect. (The object can be a clause
with THAT (7).) 2. tv. to approve and
agree that someone should be offi-
cially chosen for office. (The
object can be a clause with THAT
®@.)

confirmed [kon 'famd] 1. adj.
shown to be true, accurate, com-
plete, or still in effect. 2. adj.
determined to remain in a partic-
ular state.

conflict 1. ['kan flikt] n. disagree-
ment; fighting. (Plural only for
types and instances.) 2. [kon
'flikt] iv. [for things] to differ or
disagree.

confuse [kon 'fjuz] tv. to puzzle
someone; to make someone won-
der about something.
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conservation

confuse someone or something
with someone or something to
mistake someone or something for
someone or something else.

confusion [kon 'fjuzon] 1.n.a
feeling of being confused or puz-
zled. (No plural.) 2. n. a noisy lack
of order. (No plural.)

congratulate [kon 'gretf o let] tv.
to extend one’s good wishes to
someone.

congregation [kap grs 'ge [on] n.
a group of people, especially in a
church service.

congress ['kap gros] 1. n. the
group of people elected to make
laws. 2. n. a meeting of represen-
tatives to or members of an
organization. 3. n. the House of
Representatives and the Senate of
the United States. (Capitalized. No
plural.)

conj. an abbreviation of conJuNc-
TION.

conjugate ['kan d3o get] tv. to tell
the forms of a verb in a language.

conjunction [kon 'd3apk fon] n. a
part of speech that connects
words, phrases, and clauses.
(Abbreviated conj. here.)

connect (ko 'nekt] 1. tv. to serve as
a link between two things. 2. tv. to
join or attach certain electronic
devices. 3. tv. to link someone to
someone or something through an
electronic means. 4. tv. to relate
something to something else; to
associate one thought with
another. 5. iv. to link with some-
thing; to link to something.

connect (up) to something to
attach to something; to attach

something to some electrical
device.

connection [ko 'nek [an] 1. n. the
physical link among or between
things. 2. n. the relationship
among or between thoughts. 3. n.
the electronic link that connects
two people by telephone. 4. 1. an
airplane flight that one boards at
an intermediate stop. 5. n. some-
one who is a social or business
contact.

conquer ['kap kat] 1. #v. to defeat
someone in war; to subdue a peo-
ple, army, or land. 2. tv. to
overcome a difficulty.

conquest ['kap kwest] 1. n. the

attempt to subdue, defeat, or con-
quer a people or a country. (Plural
only for types and instances.) 2. n.
the object or target of (). (Figura-
tive on (1).) 3. n. someone who is
the target of a romantic or sexual
quest.

conscious ['kan [as] 1. adj. awake,
alert, and aware of immediate sur-
roundings. (Adv: consciously.)
2. adj. intentional; intended. (Adv:
consciously.)

conscious of something aware of
or knowledgeable about some-
thing.

consent [kon 'sent] n. permission;
approval. (No plural.)

consent (to (do) something) to
agree to something; to permit
something.

conservation [kan s> 've fon] n.
the practice of conserving, pro-
tecting, or preserving something,
such as water, the state of the land,
or other resources. (No plural.)

111

TLFeBOOH



consider

consider [kon 'sid 2] 1. tv. to think
carefully about something. (The
object can be a clause with THAT
@.) 2. tv. to think of someone or
something in a certain way. (The
object can be a clause with THAT
(@.) 3. tv. to take something into
account. (The object can be a
clause with THaT (7).)

consignment [kon 'samn mont] 7. a
shipment of goods.
—> ON CONSIGNMENT

consist of something [kon 'sist...]
to be made of something.

consonant ['kansonont] 1.7n. a
speech sound that is made by
restricting the flow of sound or air
in the vocal tract; a speech sound
that is not a vowel. (The word has
different meanings depending on
whether one is talking about
sounds or spelling letters. These
are the IPA symbols for the Ameri-
can English consonants: p, t, k, b,
d,g,f,h,s,m,n,n,v,z3,[,0,0,
I, r,w, j.) 2. n. aletter of an alpha-
bet that represents (7). (These are
the individual letters that repre-
sent American English conso-
nants: p,t, k,b,d, g, £, h, s, m,
n, v,z 1, 15,wj¥cqx.)

conspicuous by one’s absence to
have one’s absence (from an event)
noticed.

constant ['kan stent] 1. adj. con-
tinuous; continuing without
stopping. (Adv: constantly.) 2. adj.
loyal; faithful; unchanging. (Adv:
constantly.) 3. n. a figure, quality,
or measurement that stays the
same.

constellation [kan sto 'le [on] 7. a
particular group of stars.
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constrict [kon 'strikt] tv. to tighten
something; to make something
narrower; to make something con-
tract.

construct 1. [kon 'strakt] tv. to
build something; to put something
together. 2. ['kan strakt] n. a the-
ory; a made-up idea.

construction [kon 'strak fon] 1. n.
the process of building. (No plu-
ral.) 2. n. the business of building
buildings; the business of con-
structing buildings. (No plural.)
—> UNDER CONSTRUCTION

consult [kon 'salt] 1. tv. to seek
advice or information from some-
one or something. 2. iv. to offer
and supply technical business
advice as a profession.

consult with someone to discuss
something with someone, seeking
advice.

consultant [kon 'sal tont] n. some-
one who consults; someone who is
hired by a company to give advice.

consume [kon 'sum] 1. tv. to eat or
drink something. 2. tv. to use
something; to use all of some-
thing.

consumer [kon 'su ma+] n. some-
one who buys a product or a
service.

consummate 1. ['kan so mat] adj.
perfect; total and ideal. (Adv: con-
summately.) 2. ['kan so met] tv. to
fulfill something; to complete
something; to make something
complete.

cont. an abbreviation of conNTRAC-
TIoN (.

contact ['kan tekt] 1. tv. to com-
municate with someone; to get in
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continue

touch with someone. 2. tv. to
touch someone or something. 3. n.
touching; coming together. (No
plural.) 4. n. a person inside an
organization through whom one
can get needed information or
favors. 5. n. a metal part that
touches another metal part, clos-
ing an electrical circuit.

contagious [kon 'te d30s] adj. [of a
disease] easily passed from person
to person. (Adv: contagiously.)

contain [kon 'ten] 1. tv. to hold
someone or something; to have,
hold, or include someone or some-
thing as a part of a larger thing.
2. tv. to hold back something; to
restrain something; to keep some-
thing under control.

container [kon 'te na] 7. some-
thing that contains something.

contamination [kon tem o 'ne
Jon] 1. n. making something
impure; polluting something. (No
plural.) 2. n. a substance that
causes (). (No plural.)

contemplation [kan tom 'ple [on]
n. serious thought. (No plural.)

contempt [kon 'tempt] . hatred;
loathing. (No plural.)
—> IN CONTEMPT (OF COURT)

content 1. [kon 'tent] adj. satisfied;
pleased. (Adv: contently.) 2. ['kan
tent] n. something that is con-
tained within something, such as
the text of a book or the ingredi-
ents of food. (No plural.)
—> ONE'S HEART'S CONTENT

contention [kon'ten fon] 1.7.a
claim. 2. n. struggling together;

competition. (No plural form.)
— a BONE OF CONTENTION

contents 7. the ingredients that
make up something; everything
that is contained within some-
thing. (Treated as plural.
Sometimes singular.)
—> TABLE OF CONTENTS

contest 1. ['kan test] n. a competi-
tion that will determine a winner.
2. [kon 'test] tv. to challenge
something, especially in a court of
law.

contestant [kon 'tes tont] n. some-
one who competes in a contest; a
competitor.

context ['kan tekst] n. the words
before and after another word that
help determine its meaning.
—> IN THE CONTEXT OF SOMETHING

continent ['kan to nant] n. one of
the large landmasses of earth:
Africa, Australia, North America,
South America, Antarctica,
Europe, and Asia.

continental [kanto 'nentol] 1.
adj. of or about a continent; con-
tained within a continent. (Adv:
continentally.) 2. adj. of or about
the continent of Europe and the
cultures and people found there.
(England is sometimes included.)

continual [kon 'tin jusl] adj. hap-
pening again and again; repeated;
over and over. (Compare this with
CONTINUOUS. Adv: continually.)

continue [kon 't ju] 1. tv. to
make something keep on happen-
ing. (Takes a gerund as an object.)
2. tv. to resume something after an
interruption. 3. tv. to postpone a
trial until a later time. 4. iv. to go
on happening; to remain the same
way. 5. iv. to resume after being
stopped.
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continue to do something

continue to do something to do
something again and again.

continuous [kon 'tin ju as] adj.
without stopping; without an
interruption; ongoing. (See also
CONTINUAL. Adv: continuously.)

contract 1. ['kan traekt] n. a legal
document that describes an agree-
ment between two or more people
or companies. 2. [kan 'traekt] tv.
to hire someone under a contract
for a specific project. 3. [kan
'treekt] tv. to catch a disease.
4. [kon 'treekt] iv. to enter into an
agreement with someone; to agree
to do something by contract.
5. [kon 'trakt] iv. to shrink; to
shorten; to come together; to
become narrow.

contract something out to make an
agreement with someone to do a
specific amount of work.

contraction [kon 'traek fon] 1. n.
an amount of shrinking. (Plural
only for types and instances.) 2. 1.
the tensing of a muscle, especially
of the uterus during childbirth.

3. n. a shortened word, made by
replacing a letter or letters with an
apostrophe (’); the shortening of
one or more spoken words by
removing a sound or sounds.
(Abbreviated conT. here.)

contradiction [kan tro 'dik fon] 7.
a statement that is the opposite of
something that has been said.

— a CONTRADICTION IN TERMS

a contradiction in terms a phrase
or statement containing a contra-
diction.

contrary 1. ['kan trer i] adj. com-
pletely opposite; opposed. (Adv:
contrarily [kan 'trer ali].) 2. [kon
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'trer i, 'kan trer i] adj. stubborn;
refusing to do what is wanted.

(Adv: contrarily [kan 'trer o 1i].)
—> ON THE CONTRARY

contrary to something in spite of

something; regardless of some-
thing.

contrast 1. ['kan trast] n. a notice-

able difference; an obvious
difference. 2. ['kan traest] n.
noticeable differences between the
light and dark parts of an image.
(No plural.) 3. [kan 'traest] tv. to
compare the differences found in
two or more things. 4. [kon
'treest] iv. to be noticeably differ-
ent.

control [kan 'trol] 1. n. authority;

the power to direct someone or
something. 2. 7. a lever or other
device used to operate machinery
or something like a radio or televi-
sion set. (Often plural.) 3. tv. to
have power over something; to
have authority over something; to
direct someone or something; to
rule someone or something. 4. tv.
to exercise the power to restrain,
regulate, steer, guide, or command
someone or something.

control the purse strings to be in

charge of the money in a business
or a household.

convenient [kon 'vin jont] 1. adj.

suitable. (Adv: conveniently.)
2. adj. available; within reach.
(Adv: conveniently.)

convention [kon 'ven fon] 1. 1. a

large meeting; a group of people
gathered together for a specific
purpose. 2. 1. a formal agreement
between countries. 3. n. the way
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cool someone or something off

things are typically done; the way
things are expected to be done.

conventional [kon 'ven [0 nal] adj.
usual and typical; basic and stan-
dard. (Adv: conventionally.)

conversation [kan va 'se [on] n.
discussion; talk between people.
(Plural only for types and
instances.)

—> OPEN A CONVERSATION

convey [kon 've] 1. tv. to take
someone or something from one
place to another. 2. tv. to express
something; to communicate some-
thing. (Figurative on (1).)

convince [kon 'vins] tv. to per-
suade someone about something;
to persuade someone that some-
thing is true.

convincing [kon 'vin sip] 1. adj.
acting to persuade someone of
something. (Adv: convincingly.)
2. adj. realistic; like the real thing.
(Adv: convincingly.)

convulsion [kon 'val fon] n. an
uncontrollable, violent jerking of
muscles.

cook ['kuk] 1. 1. someone who pre-
pares food to be eaten. 2. tv. to
prepare food for eating by heating
it. 3. iv. to prepare food; to work
as (D

cook someone’s goose to damage
or ruin someone; to do something
that cannot be undone.

cook (something) out to cook food
out of doors.

cook something to perfection to
cook something perfectly.

cook something up (with
someone) to arrange or plan to do
something with someone.

cook the accounts to cheat in
bookkeeping; to make the
accounts appear to balance when
they do not.

cookbook ['kuk buk] n. a book
that gives detailed instructions on
how to prepare different kinds of
food; a book of recipes.

cookie ['kuki] . a small, hard,
sweet cake made of flour, sugar,
eggs, and other ingredients.

cool ['kul] 1. adj. between warm
and cold; somewhat cold but not
very cold. (Adv: coolly. Comp:
cooler; sup: coolest.) 2. adj. calm,
not excited; relaxed. (Informal.
Adv: coolly. Comp: cooler; sup:
coolest.) 3. adj. less than friendly;
unfriendly; reserved. (Adv: coolly.
Comp: cooler; sup: coolest.) 4. adj.
admirable; very good. (Informal.
Comp: cooler; sup: coolest.) 5. tv.
to make something less warm.
6. iv. to become less warm.
— (AS) COOL AS A CUCUMBER

cool down anp cool off 1. to
become cooler. 2. [for someone]
to become less angry.

cool off Go to cooL pown.

cool one’s heels to wait (for some-
one).

cool someone down anp cool
someone off to make someone
less angry.

cool someone off Go to coo som-
ONE DOWN.

cool someone or something down
AND cool someone or something
off to make someone or some-
thing less hot.

cool someone or something off Go
to COOL SOMEONE OR SOMETHING DOWN.
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cooperate

cooperate [ko 'ap aret] iv. to work
together with someone to get
something done; to unite in order
to get something done more easily.

cop ['kap] n. a police officer.
(Informal.)

copier ['kapi&] n. a machine that
makes copies of documents.

copper ['kap &] n. a soft, reddish-
tan metallic element. (No plural.)

copulate ['kap ja let] iv. [for two
creatures] to join together sexu-
ally, usually in order to breed.

copulation [kap jo 'le fon] n. sex-
ual intercourse; joining together
sexually. (Plural only for types and
instances.)

copy ['kapi] 1. n. one item made to
look like or work like another
item; a duplicate; a replica. 2. n. a
single issue of a newspaper, book,
or magazine. 3. n. written material
that is ready to be edited or rewrit-
ten. (No plural.) 4. tv. to make a
duplicate of something. 5. tv. to
imitate someone’s actions. 6. tv. to
reproduce written material by
writing it by hand. 7. tv. to cheat
on a test by writing the answers
from someone else’s paper.
—> CARBON COPY

copyright ['kapirait] 1. 7. the
legal right to produce, publish, or
sell a book, play, song, movie, or
other work of music or literature.
2. tv. to protect one’s exclusive
right to publish a work of music or
literature by registering one’s own-
ership with the government
copyright office.

cord ['kord] 1. n. a thick string; a
thin rope. (Plural only for types
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and instances.) 2. n. a wire with a
protective covering, especially
those that connect an electrical
appliance to an electrical outlet.
(The same as EXTENSION CORD.)

cordless ['kord lss] adj. not having
or needing an electrical power
cord; operated by battery. (Adv:
cordlessly.)

core ['kor] 1. n. the center of some-
thing; the heart of something; the
important part. 2. n. the hard part
of the inside of a fruit, especially
of an apple or a pear. 3. tv. to cut
(@ from a piece of fruit.

cork ['kork] 1. n. the light, soft
bark of the cork oak tree, used in
many products. (Plural only for
types and instances.) 2. n. the
piece of shaped (@) that fits in the
neck of a bottle. 3. adj. made of
@. 4. tv. to seal a bottle by putting
(@ into the neck of the bottle.

corn ['korn] 1. n. a tall cereal plant
producing large grains on corn-
cobs, sometimes called maize. (No
plural. Number is expressed with
corn stalk(s).) 2. n. the soft and
tender young grains of corn eaten
by humans as a vegetable. (No
plural. Number is expressed with
kernel(s) of corn for the individual
grains. Ear(s) of corn refers to
grains of (D) still attached to the
corncoB they grow on.) 3. n. hard
grains of (1), eaten by livestock or
processed into other foods. (No
plural. Number is expressed with
ear(s) of corn or kernel(s) of corn as
in 2).) 4. n. a hard, painful patch
of skin on the foot or toe. 5. adj.
made from (3); having (3) as an
ingredient.
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costume

corncob ['korn kab] . the cylinder
of fiber that corn grows on.

corner ['kor na] 1. n. the point
where two lines meet; the line
formed where two surfaces meet.
2. n. the space where two walls
meet. 3. 1. one of the four squared
areas nearest to the intersection of
two streets. 4. tv. to trap someone
or some creature in a place or situ-
ation from which it is difficult or
impossible to escape.
— OUT OF THE CORNER OF ONE'S EYE

cornfield ['korn fild] n. a field
where corn is grown; a field of
corn plants.

cornflakes ['korn fleks] #. a break-
fast cereal of toasted flakes of
corn. (Treated as singular or plu-
ral.)

corporation [kor pa 're [on] 7. a
business, firm, or company.

corpse ['korps] n. a dead body.

corral [ko 'rzel] 1. n. a fenced area
where horses and cattle are kept.
2. tv. to put livestock into (D).

correct [ko 'rekt] 1. adj. right;
without error; true. (Adv: cor-
rectly.) 2. adj. proper; acceptable.
(Adv: correctly.) 3. tv. to mark
answers on a test as right or
wrong; to point out the mistakes.
4. tv. to fix a mistake; to change a
wrong answer to the right answer;
to make something right.
—> STAND CORRECTED

correction [ko 'rekt [on] 7. a
change that is made when some-
thing wrong is replaced with
something right.

correspond (to something) [kor o
'spand...] to match (with some-

thing else); to follow the pattern
(of something).

correspond (with someone) [kor
3 'spand...] to exchange letters
(with someone).

corrupt [ko 'rapt] 1. adj. not hon-
est; [of politicians] easily
influenced by the payment of
money. (Adv: corruptly.) 2. tv. to
make someone become bad; to
make a good person become bad;
to make a moral person become
immoral. 3. tv. to ruin something
in the execution of a process.

cost ['kost] 1. n. the price of some-
thing; the amount of money that
one must pay to buy something.
(Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. n. a sacrifice; the
loss of something in order to
achieve something. 3. tv,, irreg. to
require a specific amount of
money for purchase. (Past tense
and past participle: cost.) 4. tv.,
irreg. to cause the loss of some-
thing; to sacrifice something. 5.
tv., irreg. to require the expendi-
ture of time, work, or energy.

cost a pretty penny to cost a lot
of money.

cost an arm and a leg to cost too
much.

costly ['kost li] 1. adj. costing a lot
of money; expensive. (Comp: cost-
lier; sup: costliest.) 2. adj. serious;
troublesome; unfortunate. (Comp:
costlier; sup: costliest.)

costume ['kas tum] n. clothes that
are worn when someone is pre-
tending to be someone else or
from another time or place;
clothes that represent another cul-
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cot

ture, time period, or person, as
used in the theater.

cot ['kat] n. a narrow bed made of
a piece of canvas stretched over a
frame, used especially for camp-
ing.

cottage ['kat 1d3] n. a small house,
especially a small home in the
country; a vacation house.

cotton ['kat n] 1. n. a soft white
fiber used to make yarn, thread,
and fabric. (No plural. Number is
expressed with bale(s) of cotton.)
2. n. cloth woven of @). (Plural
only for types and instances.) 3. n.
the plant that produces (). (Plural
only for types and instances.)
4. adj. made out of ) or (2.

couch ['kaut/] . along piece of
furniture that two or more people
can sit on or that someone can lie
down on; a sofa.

cougar ['ku go] n. a large, tan, wild
cat; a mountain lion.

cough ['kof] 1. n. the act or sound
of forcing air from the lungs
quickly and with force, making a
dry, rough noise through the
throat. 2. iv. to force air out of the
lungs as in (@.

cough drop ['kof drap] n. a piece
of medicated material—often like
candy—that is held in the mouth
to soothe a sore throat and prevent
coughing.

could ['kod] 1. aux. the past form
of can (D), expressing ability.
2. aux. the past form of can (2),
expressing permission. 3. aux. a
form of caN (2), used in making
polite requests. 4. aux. a form of
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cAN (), expressing possibility or an
explanation.

couldn’t ['kud nt] 1. cont. could
not; was not able [to do some-
thing]. 2. cont. could not?;
wouldn’t you please?

could’ve ['kud ov] cont. could have.
(Where HAVE is an auxiliary.)

council ['kaovn sal] n. a group of
people who are appointed or
elected to make laws for a city,
school, church, or other organiza-
tion. (Compare this with cOuNsEL.)

counsel ['kaun sal] 1. tv. to advise
someone; to give someone advice.
(Compare this with counciL.) 2. n.
advice; a piece of advice. (No plu-
ral.)

counselor ['kaunsola] 1. n.
someone who advises people;
someone who gives advice. 2. 1.
someone who is in charge of chil-
dren at a camp. 3. n. a lawyer.
(Also a term of address for a
lawyer.)

count ['kaunt] 1. n. the total of
people or things obtained after
one has figured out how many
there are. 2. tv. to figure out how
many; to determine how many.
—> EVERY MINUTE COUNTS
—> EVERY MOMENT COUNTS
—> STAND UP AND BE COUNTED
count down to count backwards to
an event that will start when zero
is reached.

count heads Go to counT NOSEs.

count noses anp count heads to
count people.

count off [for a series of people,
one by one] to say aloud the next
number in a fixed sequence.
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course

count on someone or something to
rely on someone or something; to
depend on someone or something.

count one’s chickens before they
hatch to plan how to utilize the
benefits of something before those
benefits are available. (Frequently
used in the negative.)

count someone or something off to
count people or things, to see if
they are all there.

count someone out (for some-
thing) to exclude someone from
something.

count something in to include
something in a count of some-
thing.

count something out to give out
things, counting them, one by one.

count (up)on someone or some-
thing to rely on someone or
something.

countable ['kaunt s bal] adj. able
to be counted or enumerated; sub-
ject to being counted.

counter ['kaun ta] 1. n. a flat sur-
face at which customers sit or
stand to be served in a fast-food
store, bank, or other establish-
ment. 2. n. [in a kitchen] a flat
surface where food is prepared.
3. n. a device that is used to count
objects or people; a device that
keeps track of the number of
objects or people.
—> UNDER THE COUNTER

counterfeit ['kaovn te fit] 1. adj.
fake; imitation; not genuine. 2. n.
an illegal copy; a fake. 3. tv. to
make an illegal copy of something,
especially money.

country ['kan tri] 1. #. a nation,
including its land and its people; a
political subdivision. 2. n. land
without many people or buildings;
the opposite of city. (No plural.)
3. the adj. use of M) or 2.

county ['kaun ti] #. a political divi-
sion of most U.S. states.

couple ['kap al] n. two people, usu-
ally male and female who share a
romantic interest. (Treated as sin-
gular when referring to a unit and
plural when referring to the indi-
viduals.)

a couple of people or things two;
two or three; a few; some; not
many. (COuPLE is treated as plural,
but not countable.)

couple up (with someone) [for
one person] to join another per-
son.

coupon ['ku pan, 'kjupan] n. a
printed form that offers a discount
for a product or service.

courage ['ka 1d3] n. bravery; a lack
of fear. (No plural.)
—> DUTCH COURAGE
—> MUSTER (UP) ONE'S COURAGE
—> PLUCK UP SOMEONE'S COURAGE
—> SCREW UP ONE'S COURAGE

courageous (ko 're dzos] adj. fear-
less; facing danger in spite of fear.
(Adv: courageously.)

courier ['kai2] n. a messenger;
someone who transports docu-
ments or other valuable items.

course |['kors] 1. n. the pathway or
route of someone or something.
2. n. a sequence of actions. 3. 7. a
class offered by a school or an
instructor. 4. n. one of the parts of
a meal in which parts are served
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course of action

separately. 5. iv. [for water] to
flow in a river; [for tears] to run
down one’s face.

—> TAKE A COURSE (IN SOMETHING)

a course of action the procedures
or sequence of actions that some-
one will follow to accomplish a
goal.

court ['kort] 1. n. the place where

legal matters are decided and the

people who are present there, such

as a judge and other officials.

(Plural only for types and

instances.) 2. n. the space where

certain games such as basketball

and tennis are played.

—> IN CONTEMPT (OF COURT)

—> LAUGH SOMETHING OUT OF COURT

—> SETTLE (SOMETHING) (OUT OF COURT)

—> THROW ONESELF AT THE MERCY OF THE
COURT

—> THROW ONESELF ON THE MERCY OF
THE COURT

the court . the judge, often speak-
ing for the entire court ). (No
plural. Treated as singular.)

courteous ['ko ti os] adj. showing
courtesy; polite; well mannered.
(Adv: courteously.)

courtesy ['kotisi] 1. n. a state of
being polite and showing good
manners. (No plural.) 2. n. an act
of kindness; a favor; a thoughtful
act.

courthouse ['kort haus] 1. 7.,
irreg. a building containing the
rooms where court is held. (Plural:
[...hau zez].) 2. n. the building
that houses the government
offices—including the county
court—of a particular county.

courtroom ['kort rum] #n. a room
where a session of court is held.
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cousin ['kaz an] n. the child of
one’s aunt or uncle; the nephew or
niece of one’s parent.

cove ['kov] n. a small bay along the
coast.

cover ['kav 2] 1. n. the protective
top—like a lid—for something.
2. n. the front and back of a book
or magazine. 3. n. a blanket. 4. n.
something that is hiding a secret; a
legal business that is operating as a
disguise for an illegal business.
5. tv. to place something on top of
something else to protect or hide
it; to spread something on top of
something else to protect or hide
it. 6. tv. to coat the surface of
something; to spread over some-
thing. 7. tv. to amount to enough
money to pay for something. 8. tv.
to include something; to discuss or
reveal something. 9. tv. to travel a
certain distance. 10. tv. to occupy
a certain area; to extend over a
certain area. 11. tv. to shelter
someone or something; to provide
shelter for someone or something.

cover a lot of ground 1. to travel
over a great distance; to investigate
a wide expanse of land. 2. to deal
with much information and many
facts.

cover for someone 1. to make
excuses for someone; to conceal
someone’s errors. 2. to handle
someone else’s work.

cover someone or something up to
place something on someone or
something for protection or con-
cealment.

cover something up to conceal a
wrongdoing; to conceal evidence.
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craftsmen

cover (up) for someone to conceal
someone’s wrongdoing by lying or
working in someone’s place.

cow ['kau] 1. n. an adult female of
a kind of very large animal that
provides milk and is eaten for
meat. 2. n. the female of certain
animals, including the elephant.
—> SACRED COW

coward ['kav 2:d] n. someone who
has no courage; someone who
runs away from danger.

cowardice ['kau > dis] n. lack of
courage. (No plural.)

cowboy ['kau bor] 7. someone,
usually a male, who works on a
cattle ranch.

coworker ['ko wa- ko] 1. a fellow
worker; someone with whom one
works.

coyote [kar 'ot (i)] n. an animal,
similar to a large, skinny dog, that
lives in western North America.

cozy ['ko zi] adj. snug; warm and
comfortable. (Adv: cozily. Comp:
cozier; sup: coziest.)

crab ['krab] 1. n. an edible sea
creature with a hard shell, four

pairs of legs, and one pair of claws.

2. n. the meat of (1) eaten as food.
(No plural.) 3. n. an unhappy per-
son who complains a lot.

crabby ['krab i] adj. unhappy and
making complaints. (Adv: crabbily.
Comp: crabbier; sup: crabbiest.)

crack ['krek] 1. n. the line that is
made in something when it splits
or breaks; a narrow opening in
something or between two things.
2. n. a short, sharp noise like the
noise of a powerful slap. 3. 7. a
remark that is intended to hurt or

make someone feel bad. 4. tv. to
break something without separat-
ing it into pieces; to fracture
something. 5. tv. to strike some-
one; to hit someone somewhere.
6. iv. [for something] to break
without separating into pieces.
—> MAKE CRACKS (ABOUT SOMEONE OR
SOMETHING)

crack a joke to tell a joke.

crack a smile to smile a little, per-
haps reluctantly.

crack down (on someone or some-
thing) to put limits on someone or
something; to become strict about
enforcing rules about someone or
something.

crack someone or something up to
damage someone or something.

cracker ['krzk 2] 7. a flat, thin,
square, unsweetened biscuit, often
salted.

cradle ['kred 1] 1. n. a small, rock-
ing bed for a baby or a doll. 2. n.
the place where something begins;
the origin of something. 3. tv. to
hold a baby in one’s arms while
rocking it back and forth; to hold

something carefully.
— ROB THE CRADLE

craft ['kreeft] 1. n. a special skill for
creating something; a special tal-
ent. 2. n., irreg. a boat, especially a
small one. (Plural: craft.) 3. tv. to
build or create something that
requires skill or talent.

craftsman ['krefts mon] n., irreg.
someone who builds something by
hand. (Plural: CRAFTSMEN.)

craftsmen ['krafts mon] plural of
CRAFTSMAN.
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cram

cram ['kreem] 1. tv. to force some-
one or something into a small
space. 2. tv. to fill a space too full;
to put too many people or things
into a space.

cramp someone’s style to limit
someone in some way.

crane ['kren] 1. n. a bird with long
legs and a long neck—usually
feeding on fish, frogs, etc. 2. n. a
large machine with a movable arm
that lifts and moves very heavy
things.

crank ['krenk] 1. n. an arm or lever
that transfers rotating motion to a
shaft or axle. 2. tv. to make some-
thing work by turning (.

crash ['krz[] 1. n. the loud sound
of something hitting something
else. 2. n. a sudden economic dis-
aster; a time when the stock
market falls rapidly. 3. n. a vehicle
accident; a loud collision of vehi-
cles. 4. tv. to cause a loud collision
of a vehicle and something else.
5. iv. to make a sudden, loud
noise. 6. iv. [for a computer] to
stop working.

crash into someone or something
to bump or ram into someone or
something.

crash through something to break
through something.

crate ['kret] n. a rough wooden or
plastic shipping box.

crate something (up) to pack some-
thing in a crate.

crave ['krev] tv. to have a very
strong desire for something; to
want something very badly.

crawl ['krol] 1. iv. to move on one’s
hands and knees; to move forward
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in a horizontal position. 2. iv. [for
something] to move very slowly.
(Figurative on (1).)

crayon |['kre an] 7. a colored stick
of wax, used for drawing on paper
or making pictures.

crazy ['krezi] 1. adj. insane; men-
tally ill. (Adv: crazily. Comp:
crazier; sup: craziest.) 2. adj. stu-
pid; foolish. (Adv: crazily. Comp:
crazier; sup: craziest.) 3. adj. wild;
bizarre. (Adv: crazily. Comp: cra-
zier; sup: craziest.)
— GO CRAZY

cream ['krim] 1. n. the fatty part of
cow’s milk that rises to the top.
(No plural.) 2. n. a soft, thick sub-
stance used to benefit or carry
medicine to the skin. 3. tv. to
mash something to a creamy
texture.

cream cheese ['krim tfiz] 7. a soft,
thick, white cheese made from
cream and milk. (No plural.)

cream of the crop the best of all.

creamy ['krimi] adj. containing a
lot of cream; as smooth as cream.
(Adv: creamily. Comp: creamier;
sup: creamiest.)

crease ['kris] 1. 7. a deep fold; a
line made in something by folding
it and pressing down along the
fold. 2. tv. to make a line in some-
thing, such as paper or fabric, by
folding it and pressing down.

create [kri'et] 1. tv. to bring some-
thing new into being; to invent
something. 2. tv. to cause some-
thing to happen; to bring about
something.

creation [kri'e fon] 1. n. bringing
something new into being. (No
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crisp

plural.) 2. n. the process of bring-
ing the universe into being. (No
plural.) 3. n. the universe; every-
thing created by God. (No plural.
Often capitalized.) 4. n. some-
thing that is invented; something
that is produced or made for the
first time.

— IN CREATION

creative [kri 'e tiv] adj. able to
think of new ideas or new ways to
solve problems; able to develop
works of art. (Adv: creatively.)
creature ['kri tfo:] n. aliving ani-
mal; a living being.

credible ['kred o bal] adj. believ-
able; worthy of belief; worthy of
trust. (Adv: credibly.)

credit ['kred 1t] 1. 7. an arrange-
ment allowing a person to
purchase goods or services now
and pay later, or to borrow money
now and pay it back later. (No plu-
ral.) 2. n. the amount of money in
an account; an account balance
greater than zero. 3. n. an amount
of money that is added to an
account. 4. n. recognition given to
someone for having done some-
thing. (No plural.) 5. n. mention
of someone’s work on a book,
movie, or performance appearing
in a list of similar writers, artists,
or technicians.

— GIVE CREDIT WHERE CREDIT IS DUE
— ON CREDIT

credit card ['kred 1t 'kard] n. a
plastic card that allows someone to
use crRepIT (1) extended by a bank.

creek ['krik] n. a small, narrow
river; a small stream.

creep ['krip] 1. v, irreg. to move
slowly, with the body close to the

ground. (Past tense and past par-
ticiple: creeped or crepT.) 2. iv.,
irreg. to grow along a surface; to
grow up a wall. 3. n. a very slow
movement. (No plural.)

creep by [for time] to pass slowly.

crept ['krept] a past tense and past
participle of creep.

crew ['kru] 1. n. a group of people
who work together, especially on a
ship, a plane, at a theater, etc. 2. n.
the people on a team that com-
petes in boat races.

crib ['krib] 1. n. a baby’s bed that
has sides so the baby can’t fall out.
2. n. a storage shed for grain.

cricket ['krik 1t] 1. 7. a small, long-
legged insect, the male of which
makes a chirping noise by rubbing
his front wings together. 2. . an
outdoor sport played in England
with a (flat) bat and a ball. (No
plural.)

crime ['kraim] . the breaking of
laws in general. (Plural only for
types and instances.)

criminal ['krim 2 nal] #. someone
who commits a crime; someone
who breaks a law.

crises ['krarsiz] plural of crisis.

crisis ['krai sis] n., irreg. a serious
and threatening situation, the res-
olution of which will determine
the future. (Plural: crises.)

crisp ['krisp] 1. adj. easily broken;
easily snapped into parts. (Adv:
crisply. Comp: crisper; sup:
crispest.) 2. adj. fresh; firm. (Adv:
crisply. Comp: crisper; sup:
crispest.) 3. adj. [of air] cool and
refreshing. (Adv: crisply. Comp:
crisper; sup: crispest.)
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critic

—> BURN SOMEONE OR SOMETHING TO A
CRISP

critic ['krit 1k] 1. n. someone who
writes evaluations of artistic works
or performances. 2. 7. someone
who finds fault with people or
things.

criticism ['krit o sizom] 1. n. the
process of evaluating and present-
ing statements that analyze and
make judgments about something
or someone’s performance. (No
plural.) 2. n. a critical remark or
statement. (Usually negative
unless specifically positive.)

criticize ['krit o saiz] 1. tv. to find
fault with someone or something.
2. iv. to judge the good and bad
points of something. (Usually neg-
ative unless specifically positive.)

croak ['krok] 1. n. the noise that a
frog makes. 2. iv. to make the
characteristic sound of a frog.

3. iv. to make a noise like @).

crocodile ['krak odail] 1.7. a
large, dangerous reptile with many
teeth and a powerful tail. 2. adj.
made from the skin of ().

— SHED CROCODILE TEARS

crook ['kruk] 1. n. a criminal; a
thief. 2. n. a bent part of some-
thing; a hooked part of something.
3. tv. to bend something; to make
a bend or a hook in something.

4. iv. to bend.

crooked ['kruk ad] 1. adj. bent; not
straight; twisted. (Adv: crookedly.)
2. adj. not honest; thieving; crimi-
nal. (Adv: crookedly.)

crop ['krap] 1. n. a plant or food
product grown and harvested by a
farmer. 2. tv. to cut or trim some-
thing.
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—> CREAM OF THE CROP

crop out to appear on the surface;
[for something] to reveal itself in
the open; to begin to show above
the surface.

crop up to appear without warning;
to happen suddenly; [for some-
thing] to begin to reveal itself in
the open.

cross ['kros] 1. n. a sign or struc-
ture in a form similar to an X.
2. n. a vertical post with a hori-
zontal post attached to it near the
top that people were hung on as a
punishment in ancient times. 3. n.
the shape of the Christian symbol
on which Jesus died. 4. n. a combi-
nation or blend; a hybrid. 5. tv. to
move from one side of something
to the other; to go across some-
thing. 6. tv. to form an intersec-
tion with something else. 7. tv. to
anger someone; to upset someone.
8. tv. to breed species or varieties
of animals in such a way as to give
yet a different creature. 9. iv. to
make an intersection; to form the
shape of 2.
—> BEAR ONE'S CROSS
—> CARRY ONE'S CROSS
—> CAUGHT IN THE CROSS FIRE

cross a bridge before one comes
to it to worry excessively about
something before it happens.

cross a bridge when one
comes to it to deal with a prob-
lem only when one is faced with
the problem.

cross one's heart (and hope to
die) to make a pledge or vow that
the truth is being told.
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crunch someone or something up

cross someone or something off
((of) something) to eliminate a
name from a list or record.

cross someone or something out to
draw a line through the name of
someone or something on a list or
record.

cross swords (with someone) to
enter into an argument with
someone.

cross-examine someone to ask
someone questions in great detail;
to question a suspect or a witness
closely.

crouch down to stoop or huddle
down.

crow ['kro] 1. n. alarge, black bird.
2. iv. [for a rooster] to make its
loud noise.
—> AS THE CROW FLIES

crowd ['kraud] 1. n. a large group
of people; a gathering of people.
2. iv. [for many people or crea-
tures] to gather closely together.
— TWO'S COMPANY(, THREE'S A
CROWD).

crowd in (on someone or some-
thing) to press or crush around
someone or something.

crowd in(to someplace) to push or
squeeze into someplace.

crowd together to pack tightly
together.

crown ['kraun] 1. n. the circular
metal object worn on the heads of
royal persons. 2. n. something
that is worn around the head like
@. 3. n. the office or authority of
amonarch. (No plural.) 4. n. the
top part of something, especially
a tooth, a hat, or a mountain.

5. tv. to make someone king or
queen.

crude ['krud] 1. adj. in a natural
state; not refined; raw. (Adv:
crudely. Comp: cruder; sup:
crudest.) 2. adj. vulgar; without
manners. (Adv: crudely. Comp:
cruder; sup: crudest.) 3. adj. not
expertly done; rough; awkward.
(Adv: crudely. Comp: cruder; sup:
crudest.)

cruel ['kruol] 1. adj. evil; wicked;
fond of causing pain. (Adv: cruelly.
Comp: crueler; sup: cruelest.) 2.
adj. causing pain; causing suffer-
ing. (Adv: cruelly. Comp: crueler;
sup: cruelest.)

cruelty ['kru ol ti] n. harshness; the
quality of causing pain and dis-
tress. (Plural only for types and
instances.)

cruise ['kruz] 1. n. a trip on a boat
for pleasure; a vacation on a boat
or ship. 2. iv. to travel at a constant
speed.

crumb ['kram] . a particle of
bread or cake.

crumble something (up) (into
something) to crunch up or break
up something into pieces.

crumple someone or something up
to fold up or crush someone or
something.

crunch ['krantf] 1. n. the sound of
something snapping and breaking,
especially of something being
chewed. 2. n. the pressure felt
when many deadlines happen at
the same time.

crunch someone or something up
to break someone or something up
into pieces.
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crunchy

crunchy ['kran tfi] adj. making a
breaking noise when chewed.
(Adv: crunchily. Comp: crunchier;
sup: crunchiest.)

crusade [kru 'sed] 1. 7. a fight
against something bad; a fight for
something good. 2. iv. to fight
against something bad; to fight for
something good.

the Crusades 7. the religious expe-
ditions of the Christians against
the Muslims in the twelfth and
thirteenth centuries. (Treated as
plural.)

crush ['kraf] 1. tv. to squeeze or
press on something with great
force and collapse it. 2. tv. to break
something into small pieces by
pressing or pounding. 3. tv. to
force juice out of fruit by squeez-
ing it. 4. n. a strong desire for
someone; an infatuation with
someone.

crush something out to put out a
fire or flame by crushing.

crush something up to reduce the
mass of something by crushing.

crush something up (into some-
thing) 1. to press something with
great force until it is reduced to
something smaller. 2. to break
something up into small pieces.

crush (up) against someone or
something to press hard against
someone or something.

crust ['krast] n. the hard outside
layer of something, including the
earth, a pie, a loaf of bread, etc.
(See also the uPPER CRUST.)

crutch ['kratf] 7. a support under

the arms that helps a lame person
walk.
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—> (AS) FUNNY AS A CRUTCH

the crux of the matter the central
issue of the matter. (Crux is an old
word meaning “cross.”)

cry ['krai] 1. n. an expression of
pain or anger; a loud expression of
emotion. 2. 7. a shout; a call. 3. n.
a period of weeping. 4. iv. to weep;
to sob; to shed tears.
—> HUE AND CRY

cry before one is hurt to cry
or complain upon the threat of
harm.

cry bloody murder aAxp scream
bloody murder to scream as if
something very serious has hap-
pened. (As if one has found the
result of a bloody act of murder.)

cry one's eyes out to cry very hard.

cry over spilled milk to be
unhappy about something that
cannot be undone.

cry wolf to cry or complain about
something when nothing is really
wrong.

crystal ['kris tol] 1. 7. a solid
chemical compound occurring in
aregular shape, such as a square
or rectangle. 2. n. a hard, clear
substance like glass that contains a
lot of lead. (Plural only for types
and instances.) 3. n. clear, expen-
sive drinking vessels made of (2.
(No plural.) 4. n. the clear cover
over the face of a watch. 5. adj.
made from (). 6. adj. clear; trans-
parent.

cub ['kab] 7. one of the young of
certain animals, including bears,
lions, and foxes.

cube ['kjub] 1. . a solid object
having six square sides all the
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curdle someone’s blood

same size. 2. n. the number that
is the result of multiplying some
other number by itself two times.
3. tv. to multiply a number by
itself two times, that is, number
X number X number. 4. tv. to
cut up food into little cubes as
inQ@.
— ICE CUBE

cucumber ['kju kom ba] n. along,
green vegetable, eaten raw in sal-

ads or pickled.
— (AS) COOL AS A CUCUMBER

cud ['kad] n. alump of chewed
food that an animal, such as a cow,
brings back into its mouth from its
stomach in order to chew on it
some more.

cuddle ['kad ] tv. to hold someone
with love and affection; to hug
someone for a while.

cuddle up (to someone or some-
thing) to nestle or snuggle close to
someone or something to get
warm or to be intimate.

cue ['kju] 1. n. along, narrow stick
used to hit balls in billiards and
similar games. 2. n. something
that is a signal for someone to do
or say something; a line that
prompts an actor to say the next
line or do the next action. 3. tv. to
signal something to do or say
something; to give someone (2).
— TAKE ONE'S CUE FROM SOMEONE

cue someone in to give a signal or
cue to someone at the right time,
usually in a performance of some
kind.

cuff ['kaf] 1. n. the turned-up edge
of cloth near the ankles on
trousers; the thicker material near

the wrists on shirts. 2. tv. to hit
someone with one’s hand.
—> PUT SOMETHING ON THE CUFF
cuisine [kwi 'zin] 1. n. a particular
way—usually national or cul-
tural—of preparing food. 2. n.
food, especially the food of a par-
ticular country or region.

cult ['kalt] 1. 7. members of a
strange or radical system of wor-
ship or admiration. 2. adj.
attracting a small number of fans,
who seem like (7).

culture ['kal tf2¢] 1. n. the social
patterns of the people in a particu-
lar domain. 2. n. the artistic and
social tastes of a society. (No plu-
ral.) 3. n. a growth of bacteriain a
container in a laboratory.

cup ['kap] 1. n. a drinking con-
tainer having a loop-shaped
handle. 2. n. the contents of @).
3. n. a standard unit of measure-
ment equal to eight ounces. 4. n.
an award; a trophy. (Often shaped
like (@) or a larger vessel.)
—> NOT SOMEONE'S CUP OF TEA

cupboard ['kab 2:d] 7. a cabinet
lined with shelves, used to store
plates, cups, food, or kitchen
supplies.

cupcake ['kap kek] 7. a small cake,
shaped as if it had been cooked in
a cup.

curb ['kab] 1. n. the raised edge or
rim of a road. 2. n. a restraint; a
control. 3. tv. to restrain some-
thing; to control something; to
keep something back.

curdle someone’s blood to
frighten or disgust someone
severely.
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cure

cure ['kjur] 1. n. a medicine that
will make a sick person better; a
remedy. 2. tv. to make someone
well again; to get rid of a disease
or a bad habit. 3. tv. to preserve
meat by salting, smoking, or dry-
ing it.

curiosity (kjori'asati] n. the
quality of wanting to know some-
thing; wondering about some-
thing.
—> PIQUE SOMEONE'S CURIOSITY

curious ['kjurioas] 1. adj. inquisi-
tive; wanting to learn about
something. (Adv: curiously.)
2. adj. weird; odd; strange;
unusual. (Adv: curiously.)

curl ['ka1] 1. n. a group of hairs
that are looped or twisted. 2. n.
twist; an amount of twisting. (No
plural.) 3. n. something that is
shaped like a loop or a spiral. 4. tv.
to cause a bunch of hairs to twist
into loops or coils. 5. tv. to cause
something to wind around an
object; to wind something around
an object. 6. iv. to twist into loops
or coils.

curl someone’s hair to frighten or
alarm someone severely; to shock
someone with sight, sound, or
taste.

curl something up to roll something
up into a coil.

curl up and die to retreat and die.

curl up (in(to) something) 1. to
roll into a coil. 2. to roll into a coil

in a resting place, such as a chair
or a bed.

currency ['ka onsi] 1. n. the kind
of money that is used in a particu-
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lar country. 2. n. the quality of
being in general use. (No plural.)

current ['ka ont] 1. adj. up-to-
date; recent; of or about the
present time. (Adv: currently.)
2. n. a moving stream of air or
water; a flow. 3. n. the flow of
electricity; the rate of the flow of

electricity.
—> SWIM AGAINST THE CURRENT

curse ['kas] 1. n. a word or state-
ment asking a powerful being to
bring evil or harm to someone or
something. 2. n. a word used
when saying (). 3. tv. to utter 2)
against someone or something.
(Past tense and past participle:
cursed ['kast].) 4. iv. to utter (2.

curt ['kat] adj. rudely brief; short
(with someone or something) in a
rude way. (Adv: curtly.)

curtain ['kat n] n. a piece of fabric
hung as a barrier to sight.
—> BRING DOWN THE CURTAIN (ON SOME-
THING)
—> RING DOWN THE CURTAIN (ON SOME-
THING)

curve ['kaw] 1. n. a smooth bend; a
continuously bending line. 2. tv. to
make something bend; to bend
something into (7). 3. iv. to bend

in the shape of @).
— PITCH SOMEONE A CURVE
—> THROW SOMEONE A CURVE

cushion ['kufon] 1. 7. a padded
pillow for sitting. 2. tv. to soften
something from shock or impact.

custodian [ko 'stodion] 1. n.
someone who has custody over
someone else; someone who is in
charge of someone or something.
2. n. a janitor; someone who keeps
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cut someone or something (off) short

someplace clean and makes small
repairs.

custody ['kas to di] n. care;
guardianship.
—> IN SOMEONE'S OR SOMETHING'S CUSTODY
—> IN CUSTODY (OF SOMEONE OR
SOMETHING)

custom ['kas tom] 1. n. a tradition;
a social tradition; a socially
expected practice. 2. 1. a habit; a
regular practice; a usual event.
3. adj. made to order; specially
made for a customer.

customer ['kas to ma:] n. someone
who buys a product or a service
from a person or a business.

cut ['kat] 1. n. an opening made in
the skin accidentally. 2. n. a reduc-
tion in an amount of money; the
taking away of funds for some-
thing. 3. n. a piece of something
that has been cur as in (@) from
something; a piece [of meat].
4. tv., irreg. to separate something
from something else with a sharp
object; to sever something from
something else. (Past tense and
past participle: cut.) 5. tv., irreg. to
make an opening in something
with a sharp object. 6. tv., irreg. to
shorten something with a sharp
object; to trim something with a
sharp object. 7. tv., irreg. to reduce
something; to decrease something.
8. tv.,, irreg. to dissolve something;
to dilute something. 9. iv., irreg. to
slice into something.
— FISH OR CUT BAIT

cut back (on something) to reduce
the use, amount, or cost of some-
thing.

cut both ways to affect both sides
of an issue equally.

cut class to skip going to (a school)
class.

cut down (on something) to
reduce the amount of something
or of doing something; to use or
buy less of something.

cut from the same cloth sharing
alot of similarities; seeming to
have been created, reared, or fash-
ioned in the same way.

cut in (on someone) 1. [for some-
one] to ask to replace one member
of a dancing couple. 2. [for some-
one] to interrupt someone who is
talking.

cut in (on something) 1. to inter-
rupt something, especially some
sort of electronic transmission.
2. to join others who are doing
something even when not invited.

cut in (with something) to inter-
rupt [someone] with a comment;
to speak abruptly, interrupting
what someone else is saying.

cut off to turn off of a road, path,
highway, etc.

cut off one’s nose to spite one’s
face to harm oneself as a result of
trying to punish another person.

cut one’s losses to reduce one’s
losses of money, goods, or other
things of value.

cut one’s (own) throat to cause
certain failure for oneself; to do
damage to oneself.

cut someone or something off from
something to isolate someone or
something from someplace or
something.

cut someone or something (off)
short to end something before it
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cut someone to the quick

is finished; to end one’s speaking
before one is finished.

cut someone to the quick to hurt
someone’s feelings very badly.
(Can be used literally when quick
refers to the tender flesh at the
base of fingernails and toenails.)

cut something away (from some-
thing) to separate something from
something by cutting.

cut something back to prune
plants; to reduce the size of plants,
bushes, etc.

cut something down 1. to chop
something down; to saw or cut at
something until it falls down. 2. to
destroy someone’s argument; to
destroy someone’s position or
standing. 3. to reduce the price of
something.

cut something in(to something) to
mix something into something
else.

cut something off 1. to shorten
something. 2. to turn something
off, such as power, electricity,
water, an engine, etc.

cut something out 1. to cut some-
thing, such as a piece of paper,
loose so it can be removed. 2. to
stop doing something. (Collo-
quial. Usually a command.
Typically: Cut that out!)

cut something out (from some-
thing) Go to cut soMeTHING ouT (OF
SOMETHING).

cut something out (of something)
AnD cut something out (from
something) to cut a pattern or
shape from cloth, paper, sheet
metal, etc.; to remove something
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from something by cutting; to
excise something from something.

cut something to the bone 1. to
slice flesh deeply to the bone. 2. to
cut down severely (on something).

cut something (too) fine to allow
scarcely enough time, money, etc.,
in order to accomplish something.

cut the ground out from under
someone to destroy the founda-
tion of someone’s plan or
argument.

cut to the chase to get to the
important matters.

cut-and-dried ['kat @n 'draid] adj.
routine; not requiring much
thought or effort.

cute ['kjut] adj. clever and pretty;
simple and attractive. (Adv: cutely.
Comp: cuter; sup: cutest.)

cycle ['sarkal] 1. n. one instance of
a process that repeats over and
over. 2. iv. to ride a bicycle.

cyclist ['sar klist] 7. someone who
rides a bicycle or motorcycle, espe-
cially as a regular activity.

cyclone ['sarklon] 7. a tornado; a
strong, violent wind that moves in
a circle.

cylinder ['silon d2+] 1. . a tube; a
solid or hollow object with a cir-
cular top and bottom and long,
curved sides. 2. 1. the part of a car
engine in which a piston moves
back and forth.

— FIRING ON ALL CYLINDERS

cymbal ['sim bal] 7. one of a
pair of brass discs that are
struck together to make a loud,
ringing noise in orchestras and
bands.
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Czar

cynic ['sin 1k] n. someone who
believes the worst about every-
thing and everybody.

cynical ['sin1kal] adj. believing the
worst about everything and every-
body. (Adv: cynically [...1k 1i].)

czar AnD tsar ['zar] 1. n. the male
leader of Russia; a Russian king.
(Until 1917.) 2. n. a leader; some-
one who is in charge of some-
thing. (Figurative on (1).)
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dab something on((to) something)
to pat or paint carefully something
onto something else.

dad ['dzd] n. a father. (Also a term
of address.)

daddy ['ded i] n. a familiar nick-
name for a father. (Capitalized
when written as a proper noun.)

dagger ['deg >| n. a short, sharp
knife carried as a weapon.
—> LOOK DAGGERS AT SOMEONE

daily ['deli] 1. adj. done or occur-
ring every day. 2. adj. suitable for
a single day. 3. adv. on every day.

daily dozen physical exercises done
every day. (Informal.)

dairy ['deri] 1. n. a company that
processes milk products. 2. the
adj. use of ).

daisy ['de zi] n. a long-stemmed
plant bearing circular flowers,
typically white with yellow cen-
ters.

dam ['dem] 7. a solid barrier in a
river or stream that holds back the
flow of water.

dam something (up) to build a solid
barrier in a river or a stream to
hold back the flow of water.

damage ['dem 1d3] 1. #. harm; an
act that causes loss or pain. (No
plural.) 2. tv. to harm something.

damages 7. charges or costs for
harm or loss, usually considered to
be a punishment.

damn ['dem] 1. adj. cursed;
declared to be bad as in (3.
(Prenominal only. A curse word.
Use only with caution.) 2. interj. I
am angry!; [ am frustrated! (A

curse word. Use only with cau-
tion.) 3. tv. to declare something
to be bad.

damn someone or something with
faint praise to criticize someone
or something indirectly by not
praising enthusiastically.

damp ['demp] adj. moist; slightly
wet. (Adv: damply. Comp: damper;
sup: dampest.)

dance ['dens] 1. tv. to perform a
type of movement of the body,
usually with music. 2. iv. to move
one’s body in a rhythm, usually to
music, usually with another per-
son. 3. n. the art and study of the
movement of the body, in rhythm,
especially to music. (No plural.)
4. n. a set series of body move-
ments done to music. 5. #. an act
or session of (2). 6. 1. a social
event where music is played and
people DANCE as in (2).

—> GO INTO ONE'S SONG AND DANCE
ABOUT SOMETHING

dance to another tune to shift
quickly to different behavior; to
change one’s behavior or attitude.

danger ['den d32:] 1. n. the possi-
bility of harm. (No plural.) 2. n.
someone or something that could

cause harm, injury, or death.
—> FRAUGHT WITH DANGER

dangerous ['den d32-9s] adj. risky;
having the potential for causing
harm. (Adv: dangerously.)

dare ['der] 1. n. a challenge; a state-
ment that challenges someone to
take a risk. 2. aux. to have enough
courage or boldness [to do some-
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dawn

thing]. (Usually used in negative
sentences and questions.)

dare someone to do something to
challenge someone to do some-
thing risky.

dark ['dark] 1. adj. without light.
(Adv: darkly. Comp: darker; sup:
darkest.) 2. adj. not light in color;
having little brightness or color.
(Adv: darkly. Comp: darker; sup:
darkest.) 3. n. the absence of light;
darkness; nighttime. (No plural.)
— PITCH-DARK

dark horse someone whose abili-
ties, plans, or feelings are little
known to others.

darken ['dar kon] 1. tv. to make
something darker. 2. iv. to become
darker.
—> GO AND NEVER DARKEN ONE'S DOOR
AGAIN
darkness ['dark nas] 7. the quality
of having no light. (No plural.)

dart in and out [for something
moving] to dart quickly between
two things, or into a number of
things, and move away again.

dash cold water on something Go
tOo POUR COLD WATER ON SOMETHING.

dash off [for someone] to leave in a
hurry.

dash out (for something) [for
someone] to leave a place in a
hurry to get something.

dash something off 1. to make or
do something quickly. 2. to write a
note or letter quickly and send it
off.

data ['det o, 'det 2] n. information;
pieces of information; facts; a set
of facts. (The Latin plural of

datum. Treated as singular or plu-
ral in English.)

date ['det] 1. n. the number of the
day of a month, often including
the name of the month or the
name of the month and the year;
the name of a month and the year;
the year. ((@) refers to the number
of the day of a month; the day of
the week is called the pav.) 2. 7. a
brown, fleshy fruit with a long pit,
grown on certain palm trees. 3. 7.
a social meeting between two peo-
ple, typically male and female,
who have planned to go some-
where or do something together.
4. n. a person with whom one has
a DATE as in (3). 5. tv. to mark
something with (); to show the @)
of something. 6. tv. to show or sig-
nal that someone or something is
out-of-date or old-fashioned. 7. tv.
to have DATEs as in (3) with a par-
ticular person. 8. iv. to go out on
DATEs as in (3) frequently or habit-
ually.

date back (to someone or some-
thing) to have origins that extend
back to the time of someone or
something.

daughter ['d> t2] 7. a female child.

Davy Jones'’s locker the bottom of
the sea, especially when it is a
grave. (From the seamen’s name
for the spirit of the sea.)

dawn ['don] 1. . the period of
morning when light is first seen in
the eastern sky; sunrise. 2. n. the
beginning of something. (Figura-
tive on (1).) 3. iv. [for the day] to
become bright or light.
— FROM DAWN TO DUSK
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dawn (up)on someone

dawn (up)on someone [for a fact]
to become apparent to someone;
[for something] to be realized by
someone.

day ['de] 1. n. a period of 24 hours,
especially from midnight to mid-

night; one of the seven divisions of

the week. (The days of the week,
in order, are MONDAY, TUESDAY,
WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SAT-
URDAY, SUNDAY.) 2. 7. the period of
time between sunrise and sunset;
the opposite of night. 3. n. the
time spent at work; the hours of
work. 4. n. a time; a period.

—> ALL DAY LONG

—> ALL IN A DAY'S WORK

—> (AS) DIFFERENT AS NIGHT AND DAY
— (AS) PLAIN AS DAY

—> BY DAY

—> CALL IT A DAY

— the Goop oLD DpAys

—> HAVE HAD ITS DAY

—> LATE IN THE DAY

—> NINE DAYS' WONDER

—> ONE'S DAYS ARE NUMBERED

—> the ORDER OF THE DAY

—> SAVE SOMETHING FOR A RAINY DAY
—> SAVE THE DAY

—> SEE THE LIGHT (OF DAY)

daybreak ['de brek] n. dawn; the
first light of day. (No plural.)

daylight ['de lait] n. the light of
day. (No plural.)
—'BEGIN TO SEE DAYLIGHT
— IN BROAD DAYLIGHT

daylight robbery the practice of
blatantly or grossly overcharging.

days adv. during the daytime; dur-
ing each day.

days running axp weeks run-
ning; months running; years
running days in a series; months

in a series; etc. (Follows a num-
ber.)
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day-to-day ['de to 'de] adj. daily;
happening every day.

dead ['ded] 1. adj. no longer living.
2. adj. not having the electrical
energy to work. (Figurative on
@.) 3. adj. not active; dull. (Figu-
rative on (1). Comp: deader; sup:
deadest.) 4. adv. completely;
exactly; absolutely. 5. n. the time
when it is the darkest, coldest, etc.
(No plural.)
— (AS) DEAD AS A DODO
—> BEAT A DEAD HORSE
—> COME TO A DEAD END
—> HAVE SOMEONE DEAD TO RIGHTS
—> IN A DEAD HEAT
—> LEAVE SOMEONE FOR DEAD
—> WAKE THE DEAD

the dead . dead people; people
who have died. (No plural. Treated
as plural, but not countable.)

dead and buried gone forever.
(Refers literally to persons and fig-
uratively to ideas and other
things.)

dead to the world tired;
exhausted; sleeping soundly.
(Asleep and oblivious to what is
going on in the rest of the world.)

deadline ['ded lain] n. the date
when something is due; the time
by which something must be fin-
ished.

deaf ['def] 1. adj. not able to hear.
(Adv: deafly. Comp: deafer; sup:
deafest.) 2. adj. unwilling to hear;
heedless. (Figurative on 1). Adv:
deafly. Comp: deafer; sup: deafest.)
—> TURN A DEAF EAR (TO SOMETHING)

the deaf n. people who are pear (7).
(No plural. Treated as plural, but
not countable.)

TLFeBOOH



debt

deal ['dil] 1. tv,, irreg. to pass out
cards in a card game. (Past tense
and past participle: DEaLT.) 2. tv.,
irreg. to deliver something, such as
a blow. 3. iv,, irreg. to pass out
cards in a card game. 4. 1. a bar-
gain; an agreement for the pur-
chase of goods or services,
especially if at a cost lower than
expected.
— a GREAT DEAL
—> SQUARE DEAL

deal something out to pass some-
thing out piece by piece, giving
everyone equal shares.

deal with someone or something to
do business with someone or some
entity.

deal with something 1. [for some-
thing, such as a book, essay, arti-
cle, explanation, etc.] to tell about,
discuss, or concern something. 2.
to cope with something; to man-
age to handle something; to have
control of something.

dealer ['dil>+] 1. n. someone who
passes out cards in a card game.
2. n. someone who is in the busi-
ness of trade; someone who buys
and sells certain products. (Usu-
ally a ReTAIL merchant.)

dealt ['delt] past tense and past
participle of DEAL.

dean ['din] n. the head of a teach-
ing division within a university, a
college, or a private school.

dear ['dir] 1. adj. loved very much.
(Adv: dearly. Comp: dearer; sup:
dearest.) 2. adj. a form of address
used at the beginning of a letter.
3. n. a treasured person; a person
who is loved very much. (Also a
term of address.)

death ['de0] 1. n. the state of being
dead. (No plural.) 2. n. the act of
dying; the end of life.
—> AT DEATH'S DOOR
—> BE THE DEATH OF SOMEONE OR SOME-

THING

—> BE THE DEATH OF ONE (YET)
—> CATCH ONE'S DEATH (OF COLD)
— the KISs OF DEATH
—> @ MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH
—> MEET ONE'S DEATH
— SIGN ONE'S OWN DEATH WARRANT
—> TAKE ONE'S DEATH (OF COLD)

death on someone or something
1. very effective in acting against
someone or something. 2. [with
something] accurate or deadly at
doing something requiring skill or
great effort.

debate [d1'bet] 1. n. an event
where two or more people with
different points of view talk about
an issue. 2. 1. a formal, structured
argument where the two sides of
an issue are presented in an
orderly fashion by opposing
speakers. 3. n. formal, structured
arguing done as a school activity.
(No plural.) 4. tv. to discuss and
argue something with someone.
5. iv. [for two people or groups] to
speak for the opposite sides of an
issue.

debit ['deb1t] 1. . a record of an
amount that is owed or must be
subtracted from the balance in an
account. (Compare this with
DEBT.) 2. tv. to charge an amount
of money against someone’s
account. 3. tv. to charge someone’s
account for a sum of money.

debt ['dct] n. the condition of
owing something to someone.
(Plural only for types and
instances.)
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decade

—> IN DEBT
—> PAY ONE'S DEBT (TO SOCIETY)

decade ['dek ed] 1. n. a period of
ten years. 2. 7. one of the ten
equal divisions of a century, such
as 1950-1959.

decay [d1 'ke] 1. n. rot; the rotting
of something. (No plural.) 2. iv. to
rot. 3. tv. to cause something to
rot.

deceive [di1 'siv] tv. to make some-
one believe something that is not
true.

December [d1 'sem ba] Go to
MONTH.

deception [di 'sep [on] n. deceiv-
ing, cheating, or defrauding. (No
plural form in this sense.)

decide [d1'said] 1. tv. to determine
the outcome of something. 2. tv.
to make a choice; to reach a deci-
sion about something. (The object
can be a clause with THaT (7).)

decide on to choose something; to
pick something out.

decide (up)on someone or some-
thing to choose someone or some-
thing; to make a judgment about
some aspect of someone or some-
thing.

decimal point ['des (o) mal point]
n. a period (.) that separates whole
numbers from fractions.

decision [d1 's130n] 7. a choice; a
selection; a judgment; a resolution.

deck ['dek] 1. 7. a set of cards; a
pack of cards. 2. n. the floor of a
ship. 3. n. a raised wooden patio,

attached to the back door of a
house.
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deck someone or something out (in
something) ano deck someone or
something out (with something)
to decorate someone or something
with something.

deck someone or something out
(with something) Go to pEck some-
ONE OR SOMETHING OUT (IN SOMETHING).

declare [di 'kler] tv. to proclaim
something; to make something
known; to say something publicly.
(The object can be a clause with

THAT (7).)

decline [di 'klain] 1. iv. to move
from good to bad; to move from
high to low; to go from better to
worse. 2. iv. to turn [something]
down; to refuse [something]. 3. tv.
to list the different case endings of
anoun or adjective. (Compare this
with cONJUGATE.) 4. tv. to turn
something down; to refuse an
offer. 5. n. the gradual change
from high to low; the loss of
power, strength, or health.

decorate ['dek oret] 1. tv. to put
up decorations. 2. tv. to honor a
soldier with a medal. 3. iv. to paint
aroom, put up wallpaper, hang
drapes, lay carpet, or add furni-
ture to a room.

decoration [dek o 're fon] 1. 1. an
object or things used to make
something or a place look pretty.
2. n. an award or honor given to a
soldier.

decorative ['dek o ra t1v] adj.
pretty; used for decorating. (Adv:
decoratively.)

decrease 1. ['dikris] n. a drop; a
fall; a lessening; a reduction.
2. ['dikris] n. the amount that
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something has been reduced or
lessened. 3. [d1 'kris] iv. to become
less; to become smaller in size or
strength. 4. [d1 'kris] tv. to cause
something to become less; to cause
something to become smaller in
size or strength.

deed ['did] 1. n. something that is
performed; an act; an action. 2. n.
alegal document that officially
transfers the ownership of land or
buildings to someone. (Compare
this with TirLe (@).)

deem it (to be) necessary axp
deem that it is necessary to
believe that something is neces-
sary.

deem that it is necessary Go to
DEEM IT (TO BE) NECESSARY.

deep ['dip] 1. adj. extending far
down from the top or far back
from the front. (Adv: deeply.
Comp: deeper; sup: deepest.)
2. adj. reaching a certain depth;
extending a certain distance
down, in, or back. (Follows a
measure of depth. Comp: deeper.)
3. adj. [of a sound] low-pitched
and strong. (Adv: deeply. Comp:
deeper; sup: deepest.) 4. adj. [of a
color] intense or strong. (Adv:
deeply. Comp: deeper; sup: deep-
est.) 5. adj. intense; strong;
extreme. (Adv: deeply. Comp:
deeper; sup: deepest.) 6. adj. diffi-
cult to understand; past one’s
understanding. (Comp: deeper;
sup: deepest.)
—> BETWEEN THE DEVIL AND THE DEEP

BLUE SEA

— GO OFF THE DEEP END
— IN DEEP WATER
— JUMP OFF THE DEEP END

—> JUMP OFF THE DEEP END (OVER
SOMEONE OR SOMETHING)
—> ONE'S DEEPEST SYMPATHY
deer ['dir] n., irreg. a fast, hoofed
animal, the males of which have
antlers. (Plural: deer.)

defeat [d1 'fit] 1. tv. to cause some-
one to lose; to beat someone in a
contest. 2. n. loss [of a contest];
failure to win. (No plural.) 3. n. an
instance of winning as in (). 4. n.
aloss of a contest.

defect 1. ['difekt, di 'fekt] n. a
flaw. 2. [d1 'fekt] iv. to go over to
the other side of a conflict; to join
up with one’s enemies.

defend [d1 'fend] #v. to fight for
someone or something physically
or verbally; to protect someone or
something.

defendant [di1 'fen dont] . some-
one who is the target of legal
action in a court of law.

defense [di 'fens] 1. n. protection
against someone or something;
defending someone or something;
preparation to defend against
someone or something. (Plural
only for types and instances.) 2. .
the skill of a sports team in pro-
tecting its goal or in preventing the
other team from scoring points.
(Plural only for types and
instances.) 3. . the lawyer or law-
yers who defend someone in court.
(No plural.) 4. n. the way that a
lawyer argues a case in favor of a
defendant; an argument used to
defend oneself. (No plural.)

defensive [d1 'fen s1v] adj. protec-
tive; used for defense. (Adv: defen-
sively.)
—> ON THE DEFENSIVE
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define [di 'fain] tv. to explain the
meaning of a word or expression.

defy [di 'far] tv. to resist authority;
to go against a rule or a regulation.

degree [di'gri] 1. n. a unit of
measurement, as used for measur-
ing temperature or angles. 2. 1.
the extent of something; the level
of something. 3. n. a title awarded
by a university or college to a
student who has met certain
requirements. 4. 7. a level in the
comparison of adjectives or
adverbs.

delete [di 'lit] tv. to remove some-
thing from something, especially
from a list or a piece of writing.

delicate ['del o kit] 1. ad. fragile;
easily damaged. (Adv: delicately.)
2. adj. subtly flavored. (Adv: deli-
cately.)

delicious [d1 'lif as] adj. pleasing to
the senses, especially taste and
smell. (Adv: deliciously.)

delight [d1 'lait] 1. n. pleasure; joy.
2. n. something that is pleasing;
something that causes joy. 3. tv. to
give someone pleasure; to cause
someone joy; to please someone.
— RAVISHED WITH DELIGHT

deliver [d1 'I1v 2] 1. tv. to take
something [to someone or some-
place]. 2. tv. [for a woman] to give
birth to a baby. 3. tv. [for a doctor
or someone else] to assist a baby in
being born. 4. tv. to give a speech;
to read something out loud.
—> SIGNED, SEALED, AND DELIVERED

delivery [di 'liv ari] 1. n. the act of
taking something to someone.
2. n. something that is taken to
someone. 3. n. the process of giv-
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ing birth. 4. n. the style or manner
of speaking; the style used when
giving a speech. (No plural.)

deluxe [do 'laks] adj. of very good
quality; of great luxury. (Adv:
deluxely.)

demand [di 'mand] 1. n. an urgent
request; a strong order. 2. n. [buy-
ers’] strength of desire for a prod-
uct or service. (No plural.) 3. tv.
to ask urgently for something; [for
an authority] to request some-
thing firmly. (The object can be a
clause with THaT (7).) 4. tv. to
require something; to need some-
thing. (The object can be a clause
with THAT (7).)

democracy [di 'ma krasi] 1. n. the
system of government ultimately
controlled by the people who are
governed. (No plural.) 2. n. a
country whose system of govern-
ment is (@).

demon ['di mon] 7. an evil spirit; a
devil.

den ['den] 1. n. the lair or home of
awild animal. 2. n. a center of bad
or illegal activities. 3. 7. a room in
a house used for studying or work-
ing.
—)gBEARD THE LION IN HIS DEN

denial [d1 'naral] 7. insisting that
something does not exist or is not
true; denying that something
exists or is true. (Plural only for
types and instances.)
— IN DENIAL

dense ['dens] adj. thick; tightly
packed together. (Adv: densely.
Comp: denser; sup: densest.)

dent ['dent] 1. #. a shallow hollow
in a surface; an indentation; a
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place where a small part of a sur-
face has been pressed down or
pressed inward. 2. tv. to make a
small hollow in something.

dent something up to mar or make
depressions in something.

dental ['den tal] adj. of or about
the teeth or their care. (Adv: den-
tally.)

dentist ['den tist] n. a health-care
professional who specializes in the
care of the teeth.

deny [di 'nai] 1. tv. to declare that
something is not true. (The object
can be a clause with THAT (7).) 2. tv.
to refuse to grant someone or
something permission to do some-
thing; to refuse to allow someone
or something to have something.

depart [di 'part] 1. iv. to go away;
to start a journey by leaving a
place. 2. tv. to go away from a
place; to leave a state or status.

department [di 'part mont] 1. 7. a
unit within an organization. 2. the
adj. use of @).

department store [d1 'part mont
stor] n. a large store where mer-
chandise is sold in various depart-
ments.

dependent [d1 'pen dont] 1. adj.
relying on someone else for sup-
port or care. (Adv: dependently.)
2. n. someone who relies on some-
one else for support. 3. n. someone
who can be listed on a wage
earner’s income-tax form as (2)
and thereby reduce the wage
earner’s taxes.

deposit [di 'paz 1t] 1. #. an amount
of money paid toward a product
or service. 2. n. an amount of

money paid as security on a rented
dwelling. 3. n. something that is
put down; something that is laid
down. 4. n. money that is put in a
monetary account. 5. tv. to place
money in a monetary account.
6. tv. to put something down in a
specific place.
—> SAFE(TY)-DEPOSIT BOX

deposit something in(to) some-
thing to put something into some-
thing.

depository [di'pazitori] 1.n. a
place where things are kept safe; a
place where things are deposited
and kept safe. 2. n. a warehouse.

depth ['depb] n. the distance from
top to bottom or front to back.
(Plural only for types and
instances.)
—> BEYOND ONE'S DEPTH

derogatory [d1 'rag s tor i] adj.
showing contempt; rude; very neg-
ative and critical. (Adv: derogato-
rily [dirag o 'tor o li].)

descend [di1 'send] 1. tv. to move
from a higher part to a lower part
on or along something; to climb
down something. 2. iv. to go
down; to go from a high place to a
lower place; to move downward.
3. iv. to come from an earlier time.

describe [di1 'skraib] tv. to tell
about someone or something in
written or spoken words.

description [d1 'skrip [on] n. a
statement that describes someone
or something.
—> BEGGAR DESCRIPTION

desert 1. ['dez a:t] n. an area of
land with little rainfall and little or
no human population. (Compare
this with pesserT.) 2. ['dez 2t] the
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desert a sinking ship

adj. use of @). 3. [d1'zat] tv. to
abandon someone or something;
to go away and leave someone or
something behind. 4. [d1 'zat] tv.
to leave a place and make it empty.
5. [d1 'za+t] iv. to be absent from
military duty without permission.

desert a sinking ship axp leave
a sinking ship to leave a place, a
person, or a situation when things
become difficult or unpleasant.
(Rats are said to be the first to
leave a ship that is sinking.)

desert island ['dez o+t ‘a1 lond] .
a remote island, usually small and
uninhabited, and typically having
the features of a desert.

deserve [d1 'zawv] tv. to be worthy
of something; to merit something.

design [di 'zain] 1. n. a plan show-
ing how something will be made;
the way something is arranged; the
layout of something. 2. n. a
(visual) pattern; drawings or
markings. 3. tv. to make the plans
for building or decorating some-
thing. 4. tv. to plan and execute an
arrangement of pictures, images,
diagrams, lines, circles, etc.

designer [di 'zai na] 7. someone
who makes designs; someone who
plans how buildings, clothing,
rooms, or works of graphic art
will look.

desire [di1 'zar*] 1. 7. a strong wish
for something; a request for some-
thing. 2. n. someone or something
that is wished for. 3. tv. to want
something very much.

desire to do something to want to
do something very much.
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desk ['desk] n. a piece of furniture
with a flat top—often with draw-
ers on the lower part.
—> AWAY FROM ONE'S DESK

dessert [di 'z>t] n. a special, often
sweet, food served at the end of a
meal. (Compare this with DESERT.)

destiny ['des to ni] 7. the force that
determines future events. (Plural
only for types and instances.)

destroy [d1 'stroi] tv. to make
someone or something completely
useless; to do away with someone
or something.

destruction [d1 'strak fon] 1. 7.
ruining or destroying something.
(No plural.) 2. n. ruins; the result
of destroying. (No plural.)

detail 1. ['di tel, di 'tel] n. a small
fact about something. 2. ['di tel]
n. a drawing that shows all of the
fine or small parts of something.
3. [dr 'tel] tv. to give all the facts of
a story or issue.
— GO INTO DETAIL
— IN DETAIL

detain [d1'ten] 1. rv. to delay
someone or something; to keep
someone or something from leav-
ing. 2. tv. [for the police] to keep
or hold someone.

detective [di 'tek tiv] n. a police
officer or other licensed person
who searches for information
about crimes.

detention [d1 'ten [on] n. keeping
someone from leaving; holding
someone in a place such as a jail or
a classroom. (Plural only for types
and instances.)
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determine [dr 'ta> min] tv. to figure
something out. (The object can be
a clause with tHaT (7).)

deterrent [di 'ta ont] n. something
that keeps someone or something
from doing something; something
that encourages someone or some-
thing not to do something.

detest [d1 'test] tv. to hate someone
or something very much. (The
object can be a clause with THAT
@)

detour ['di tu ] 1. n. a route that
turns away from the regular route
and is taken to avoid someone or
something. 2. iv. to use ); to
travel the long way around some-
thing.

develop [di 'vel op] 1. tv. to create
something and attempt to cause it
to flourish. 2. tv. [in photography]
to cause images to appear on film
through chemical processes. 3. tv.
[for someone or some creature] to
begin to show signs of something
or experience something. 4. tv. to
build houses, buildings, and stores
on empty land. 5. iv. to grow and
mature. 6. iv. to grow and prosper;
to strengthen; to mature.

device [d1 'vais] n. a tool or
machine meant to be used for a
specific purpose.

devil ['dev ol] 1. 5. an evil spirit; a
demon. 2. n. Satan; the supreme
spirit of evil. (Sometimes capital-
ized.) 3. n. someone who is mis-
chievous.

—> BETWEEN THE DEVIL AND THE DEEP
BLUE SEA

—> FOR THE DEVIL OF IT

—> GIVE THE DEVIL HER DUE

—> GIVE THE DEVIL HIS DUE

—> PLAY (THE) DEVIL'S ADVOCATE
—> SPEAK OF THE DEVIL
—> THERE WILL BE THE DEVIL TO PAY.

devote something to something [dr
'vot...] to give or allot something
to something.

devout [di'vaut] 1. adj. actively
religious. (Adv: devoutly.) 2. adj.
sincere; deeply committed to
someone or something. (Figura-
tive on (1). Adv: devoutly.)

the devout 7. religious people. (No
plural. Treated as plural, but not
countable.)

dew ['du] n. tiny drops of water
that have fallen from cooling,
moist air. (Plural only for types
and instances.)

diabetes [da1 s 'bit 1s] 7. a disease
where there is too much sugar in
the blood and urine. (Treated as
singular.)

diagram ['darogrem] 1.7.a
drawing that helps explain some-
thing. 2. tv. to make a drawing to
help explain something. 3. tv. to
make a drawing that shows the
relationships between the parts of
a sentence.

dial ['dail] 1. 7. on an older tele-
phone, the wheel—with holes for
one’s finger—that is turned in
order to make a telephone call.
2. n. the part of a watch or a clock
that has the numbers on it; the
face of a watch or clock. 3. tv. to
place a telephone call to someone
or to some number, either by
rotating (@) of a telephone or by
pushing the buttons of a tele-
phone. 4. iv. to operate a telephone
by turning (¥ or pushing buttons.
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dial tone

dial tone ['dail ton] #. the sound
heard when one picks up a tele-
phone receiver, indicating that a
telephone call can be made.

dialect ['dar o lekt] 7. a variety of a
language.

dialogue anp dialog ['dar s log]
1. n. speech between two or more
people. (No plural.) 2. n. a discus-
sion between two or more people
who express differences of opin-
ion.

diameter [dai 'em1t2] n. the
length of a straight line within a
circle and going through the cen-
ter of the circle.

diamond ['dar (9) mond] 1. 7. a
figure with four sides of equal
length that is viewed as standing
on one of its points. 2. n. a playing
card that has one or more shapes
like ( #) on it. 3. n. a clear gem
formed from carbon. 4. n. [in
baseball] the space defined by the
four bases.

a diamond in the rough a valu-
able or potentially excellent person
or thing hidden by an unpolished
or rough exterior.

diaper ['da1 (9) pa*] 1. 1. a piece of
cloth or other fiber that a baby
wears between its legs before the
baby has learned to use a toilet.

2. tv. to put (1) on a baby.
—> SOIL ONE'S DIAPER(S)

diary ['dai () ri] n. a journal; a
book in which one records the
events in one’s life.

dice ['dais] 1. plural of pie (3). 2. tv.
to chop a food up into tiny cubes.
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dictionary ['dik [0 neri] 7. a book
that explains the meanings of
words.

did [did] past tense of po.
didn’t ['did nt] cont. did not.

die ['dai] 1. iv. to stop living; to
become dead. (Present participle:
DYING.) 2. iv. [for a machine] to
stop working. (Figurative on (1).)
3. n., irreg. a small cube that has a
different number of spots on each
side. (Plural: pice. Usually plural.)
—> CROSS ONE'S HEART (AND HOPE TO

DIE)

—> CURL UP AND DIE

die away anp die down to fade
away. (See also DIE ouT.)

die back [for vegetation] to die
part way back to the roots.

die down Go to DIE AwAY.

die of a broken heart 1. to die of
emotional distress. 2. to suffer
from emotional distress, especially
from a failed romance.

die of boredom to suffer from
boredom; to be very bored.

die off [for living things] to perish
one by one until there are no
more.

die on someone to perish while in
someone’s care.

die on the vine Go to wITHER oN
THE VINE.

die out 1. [for a species or family]
to perish totally because of the
failure to produce offspring.
2. [for an idea, practice, style, etc.]
to fade away through time.

diet ['dar1t] 1. n. the food that a
person or an animal usually and
typically eats. 2. n. a controlled or
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prescribed selection of foods. 3. iv.
to control one’s choice of foods for
the purpose of losing weight.

difference ['dif rons] 1. 7. a way
that two people or things are not
alike. (Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. n. the amount
remaining when one amount is
subtracted from another. (No plu-
ral.)
— SPLIT THE DIFFERENCE

different ['dif ront] adj. not the
same. (Adv: differently.)
—> (AS) DIFFERENT AS NIGHT AND DAY
—> a HORSE OF A DIFFERENT COLOR
—> MARCH TO A DIFFERENT DRUMMER

different from someone or some-
thing not like someone or some-
thing; not the same as someone or
something. (Also with THAN. Adv:
differently.)

difficult ['dif 5 kalt] adj. hard to
do; hard to understand. (Adv: dif-
ficultly.)

difficulty ['dif o kol ti] . the qual-
ity of being hard to do or under-
stand. (Plural only for types and
instances.)

dig ['dig] tv., irreg. to make a hole
in something by removing part of
it, as with removing soil with a
shovel. (Past tense and past par-
ticiple: bua.)

dig down 1. to excavate deeply.
2. to be generous, as if one were
reaching deeply into one’s pocket
for lots of money.

dig in one’s heels to refuse to alter

one’s course of action or opinions;
to be obstinate or determined.

dig in(to something) 1. to use a
shovel to penetrate a mass of

something. 2. to begin to process
something; to go to work on
something. 3. to begin to eat food.
(Slang.)

dig one’s own grave to be respon-
sible for one’s own downfall or
ruin.

dig out (of something) to channel
or excavate one’s way out of some-
thing.

dig someone or something out (of
something) to excavate in order to
get someone or something out of
something; to dig about in order
to get someone or something out
of something.

dig something in(to something) to
stab or jab something into some-
thing.

dig up some dirt on someone to
find out something bad about
someone. (The dirt is gossip.)

digest 1. ['dar d3est] n. a short ver-
sion of a long piece of writing; a
summary or a collection of sum-
maries. 2. [d1 'dzest] tv. to dis-
solve food in the stomach so that it
can be changed into a form that
the body can use. 3. [d1 'dzest] tv.
to take thoughts into the mind; to
think about something very deeply
and make it part of one’s thinking.
(Figurative on (2).)

digestion [d1 'd3es tfon] n. the
process of breaking down food in
the stomach so that it can be
changed into a form that will give
nourishment to the rest of the
body. (No plural.)

digit ['did3 1t] 1. 7. a number from
0 through 9. 2. n. a finger or a toe.
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digital ['did3 1tal] 1. adj. [of a
clock or watch] using numbers
rather than hands. (Adv: digitally.)
2. adj. of or about storing, retriev-
ing, and working with informa-
tion that is stored electronically
using the digits 0 and 1. (Adv: dig-
itally.)

dignity ['dig no ti] n. self-respect;
personal worth. (No plural.)

dilemma [d1 'lem 2] . a difficult
choice between two options.

—> ON THE HORNS OF A DILEMMA
dilute [d1 'lut] 1. rv. to weaken
something by the addition of a
fluid. 2. tv. to make something
weaker; to make something less
severe. (Figurative on (1).)

dim ['dim] 1. adj. barely lit; not
bright. (Adv: dimly. Comp: dim-
mer; sup: dimmest.) 2. adj. vague;
unclear in the mind; hard to
remember. (Adv: dimly. Comp:
dimmer; sup: dimmest.)

dim out [for alight] to grow dim
and go out altogether.

dim something down to make
lights dim.

dime ['daim] 7. a coin worth 10
U.S. cents.
—> TURN ON A DIME

dimension [di 'men fon] n. the
measurement of something in one
direction; the length, the width, or
the depth of something.

diminish [di 'min1f] 1. tv. to cause
something to become smaller; to
cause something to become less
important; to reduce something.
2. iv. to become smaller; to
become less important; to
decrease.
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din something in(to someone) to
repeat something over and over to
someone.

dine ['dain] iv. to eat a meal, espe-
cially to eat dinner.

dine in to eat at home rather than
at a restaurant.

dine off something to make a meal
of something; to make many
meals of something. (Formal.)

dine out to eat away from home.

dining room ['damn 1p rum] n. ina
house, building, or apartment, the
room where meals are served.

dinner ['din 3] 1. n. the main meal
of the day; either a large midday
meal or a large evening meal. 2. n.
a formal event where an evening
meal is served.

dinosaur ['dar ns sor] n. a large,
prehistoric reptile that is now
extinct.

dip ['dip] 1. n. a sharp slope down-
ward. 2. n. a quick plunge into
water or other liquid; a quick
swim in water. 3. 7. a creamy mix-
ture of foods or a thick sauce that
is eaten with crackers, potato
chips, or vegetables. (Plural only
for types and instances.) 4. tv. to
lower and raise something quickly.

dip in((to) something) 1. to reach
into a liquid. 2. to reach into a
substance, usually to remove some
of the substance. 3. to take out
part of something one has been
saving. (Figurative.)

dip something in((to) something)
to put something into a substance
in order to take some of it.
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diplomacy [di1 'plo masi] 1. n. tact;
skill used in dealing with people.
(No plural.) 2. n. the business of
maintaining good relationships
between countries. (No plural.)

direct [d1 'rekt] 1. adj. going from
one place to another place without
leaving the path; going the
straightest or shortest way. (Adv:
directly.) 2. adj. exact; to the point;
forthright. (Adv: directly.) 3. tv. to
guide someone or something; to
be in charge of someone or some-
thing. 4. tv. to establish and over-
see the design and execution of a
play or a film, particularly over-
seeing the actors’ performances; to
instruct actors how to perform in
a particular play, opera, film, etc.

direct object [do 'rekt 'ab dzekt]
n. a noun, pronoun, or phrase that
receives the action of a TRANSITIVE
VERB; a noun, pronoun, or phrase
on which the verb operates.

direction [d1 'rek fon] 1. n. the
guidance or control of something.
(No plural.) 2. n. the path taken
by something that moves; move-
ment. 3. n. the way that someone
or something faces, such as to the
north, south, east, or west.

directions 1. n. instructions. 2. n.
a statement of how to get to a
place.

director [d1 'rek t2¢] 1. n. someone
who leads a group of musicians as
they perform; a conductor; some-
one who pIrecTs (3) actors, films,
plays, etc. 2. n. someone who is in
charge of an institution, company,
school, or department.

directory [di 'rek tori] 1. 1. a list
of names arranged in the order of

the alphabet, usually including
addresses and telephone numbers.
2. n. any list that shows where to
find someone or something.

dirt ['d>t] 1. n. soil; earth. (No plu-
ral.) 2. n. dust, grime, mud; filth.
(No plural.)
—> DIG UP SOME DIRT ON SOMEONE

dirt cheap extremely cheap. (Infor-
mal.)

dirty ['d>-ti] 1. adj. not clean.
(Adv: dirtily. Comp: dirtier; sup:
dirtiest.) 2. adj. of or about sex or
excrement in a crude way. (Adv:
dirtily. Comp: dirtier; sup: dirti-
est.) 3. tv. to cause something to
become unclean.
—> AIR ONE'S DIRTY LINEN IN PUBLIC
—> GET ONE'S HANDS DIRTY
—> WASH ONE'S DIRTY LINEN IN PUBLIC

dirty one’s hands Go to Get one's
HANDS DIRTY.

dirty something up to get some-
thing dirty.
dirty work 1. unpleasant or unin-

teresting work. 2. dishonest or
underhanded actions; treachery.

disagree [dis o 'gri] iv. not to agree
with someone; to have an opinion
different from someone else’s
opinion.

disagree with someone [for food]

to cause someone to have an upset
stomach.

disagreeable [dis o 'gri o bal] adj.
not pleasant; unpleasant. (Adv:
disagreeably.)

disagreement [dis o 'grimont] 7. a
difference in opinion; a failure to
agree. (Plural only for types and
instances.)
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disappear

disappear [dis o 'pia*] 1. iv. to van-
ish; to cease to appear; to go out of
sight. 2. iv. to cease to existin a
place; to be no longer in a place.

disappoint [dis 5 'point] tv. to fail
to please someone; to make some-
one unhappy by not doing some-
thing that was expected or desired;
to make someone unhappy by not
being or happening as expected or
desired.

disapproval [dis o 'pruv al] n.
rejection; the failure to give
approval to someone or some-
thing; unfavorable opinion. (No
plural.)

disapprove (of someone or some-
thing) [dis o 'pruv...] not to
approve of someone or something;
to have a bad opinion of someone
or something.

disc Go to Disk.

discharge 1. ['dis tfard3] n. the
sound of an explosion; the firing
of a gun. 2. ['dis tfard3] n. the
release of someone or something,
especially when this requires offi-
cial approval. 3. ['d1s tfard3] n.
the carrying out of one’s duties;
the performance of one’s duties.
(No plural.) 4. ['drs tfard3] n.
giving something off; releasing
something. 5. ['dis tfard3] n.
something that is given off; some-
thing that is let out. 6. [d1s
'tfard3] tv. to fire a gun; to cause
an explosion. 7. [d1s 'tfard3] #v. to
dismiss someone from employ-
ment. 8. [dis 'tfard3] tv. to let
something out; to pour something
out. 9. [dis 'tfard3] tv. to do one’s
duty; to keep a promise; to repay a
debt.
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discipline ['dis o plin] 1. n. con-
trolled behavior achieved as the
result of training; order. (Plural
only for types and instances.) 2. n.
a field or branch of learning. 3. tv.
to punish someone. 4. tv. to train
someone or something to behave
properly; to train someone or
something to be obedient.

discomfort [dis 'kam fot] 1. n. an
uncomfortable feeling. (Plural
only for types and instances.) 2. 7.
something that causes an uncom-
fortable feeling.

discover [d1 'skav 2] tv. to find
something for the first time; to
become aware of something for
the first time; to find out for the
first time how something func-
tions or happens. (The object can
be a clause with THAT (7).)

discovery [di 'skavori] 1. 7. an
instance of discovering some-
thing. 2. n. someone or something
that has been discovered; some-
thing not known of before.

discreet [d1 'skrit] adj. very cau-
tious, so as not to draw anyone’s
attention; keeping something a
secret; able to keep a secret. (Adv:
discreetly.)

discuss [d1 'skas] tv. to talk about
something; to have a conversation
about something.

disease [d1'ziz] n. an illness; a
sickness.
—> HAVE FOOT-IN-MOUTH DISEASE

disgrace [dis 'gres] 1. n. shame;
the loss of honor. (Plural only for
types and instances.) 2. tv. to
bring shame upon someone.
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distress

disguise [dis 'gaiz] 1. n. some-
thing that conceals who someone
really is; something that conceals
what something really is. 2. tv. to
change the appearance of a thing
or a person to make identification
difficult.

disgust [dis 'gast] 1. n. a strong
feeling of dislike; a loathing for
someone or something. (No plu-
ral.) 2. tv. to revolt someone; to
offend someone.

dish ['dif] 1. n. a plate; a flat, circu-
lar object used to serve food or to
eat from. 2. n. a particular food
that is served at a meal.
— DO THE DISHES

dish something out (to someone)
1. anp dish something up (for
someone) to place food onto
dishes for someone. 2. to give out
criticism or punishment to some-
one.

dish something up (for someone)
GO tO DISH SOMETHING OUT (TO SOMEONE).

dishonest [dis 'an 1st] adj. not
honest. (Adv: dishonestly.)

dishwater ['dif wat 2] n. the water
that dishes are to be washed in;
water that dishes have been
washed in. (No plural.)

disillusioned [dis o 'lu 30nd] adj.
freed from illusion.

disk anp disc ['disk] 7. a thin, flat,

and circular object.
— FLOPPY DISK

disk drive ['disk drarv] n. a device
inside a computer, used for read-
ing and storing digital information
on a spinning disk. (Can be short-
ened to DRIVE.)

diskette [d1 'sket] n. a device—
usually held in a square of plas-
tic—for storing digital computer
information. (Can be shortened to
DISK.)

dismal ['diz mal] adj. dull and
filled with gloom. (Adv: dismally.)

dismiss [dis 'mis] 1. tv. to allow
people to leave; to send people
away. 2. tv. to end someone’s
employment. 3. tv. to refuse to
consider something; to refuse to
listen to someone or something.

display [d1 'sple] 1. tv. to show
something; to exhibit something.
2. n. something that is shown;
something that is exhibited.

dispose of something [d1 'spoz...]
to get rid of something; to throw
something away.

dissolve [d1'zalv] 1. tv. to melt a
solid, such as sugar, into a liquid.
2. tv. to break up a union or a
bond; to end an association. 3. iv.
[for a solid] to become mixed in a
liquid.

distance ['ds tons] 7. the length of
the space between two things.

—> GO THE DISTANCE

—> LONG DISTANCE

—> WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE
distant ['dis tont] 1. adj. far away;

not near in space or time. (Adv:

distantly.) 2. adj. not very friendly;

aloof. (Adv: distantly.)

distinct [d1 'stipkt] 1. adj. differ-
ent; separate; able to be seen as
unique. (Adv: distinctly.) 2. adj.
obvious; easy to notice. (Adv: dis-
tinctly.)

distress [di 'stres] 1. n. grief; anxi-
ety. (No plural.) 2. tv. to trouble
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district

someone; to cause someone to feel
anxiety, discomfort, or suffering.

district ['dis trikt] n. an area; a
region; a part of a country, state,
county, or city.

distrust [dis 'trast] 1. n. alack of
trust. (No plural.) 2. tv. not to
trust someone or something; not
to put one’s trust in someone or
something.

disturb [d1'sta:b] 1. tv. to bother
or annoy someone or something;
to interrupt someone or some-
thing. 2. tv. to change, handle, or
move something.

ditch ['ditf] 1. 7. along, low, nar-
row deep place in the ground,
where water can flow. 2. tv. to land
an airplane in the water and aban-
don it. 3. tv. to abandon or get rid
of someone or something.

dive ['darv] 1. 7. a jump into some-
thing, especially water, usually
with one’s hands or head first. 2.
n. an underwater swim, as with
scuba diving; time spent underwa-
ter. 3. n. a plunge; a quick move-
ment down. 4. iv., irreg. to jump
into deep water, entering
smoothly, leading with the feet or
with the hands raised above the
head. (Past tense: dived or DOVE;
past participle: dived.) 5. iv., irreg.
to spend time underwater, as with
scuba diving. 6. iv., irreg. to go
down quickly; to plunge down.
7. iv,, irreg. to move away and hide
quickly.
—> SCUBA (DIVING)

dive in(to something) 1. to plunge
into something; to jump into
something head first. 2. to plunge
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into some business or activity.
(Figurative.)

diver ['da1 va:] 1. n. someone who
dives into water, especially in a
contest with other divers. 2. n.
someone who swims underwater,
as with scuba diving.
—> SCUBA DIVER

divide [d1 'vaid] 1. tv. to split
something into smaller portions.
2. iv. to separate; to split up.

divide a number by a number to
split an amount (or a number)
into a stated number of equal
parts.

divide a number into a number to
determine what a number must be
multiplied by to result in a given
number; to determine how many
times a number goes into a given
number.

divide by a number to split [the
amount represented by a number]
into a given number of equal
parts.

divide something in something Go
to DIVIDE SOMETHING INTO SOMETHING.

divide something into something
1. anp divide something in
something to separate something
into parts. 2. to do mathematical
division so that the divisor goes
into the number that is to be
divided.

divine [di 'vain] 1. adj. of or about
God; holy; sacred. (Adv: divinely.)
2. adj. fabulous; excellent; won-
derful. (Figurative on (). Adv:
divinely.)

division [d1 'vi3an] 1. n. the pro-
cess of dividing one number by
another number. (No plural.) 2. n.
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do the honors

asplit; a dividing line. 3. 7. a
major part of a very large com-
pany. 4. n. dividing into portions.
(Plural only for types and
instances.)

divorce [di 'vors] 1. n. the legal
ending of a marriage. (Plural only
for types and instances.) 2. tv. to
end one’s marriage to someone.
3. tv. to grant () to a husband and
wife.

dizzy ['dizi] 1. adj. feeling like
everything is spinning around; not
steady. (Adv: dizzily. Comp:
dizzier; sup: dizziest.) 2. adj. con-
fusing; hectic. (Informal. Adv:
dizzily. Comp: dizzier; sup:
dizziest.)

do ['du] 1. tv. to perform an action;
to finish an action; to end an
action. (Past tense: DID; past par-
ticiple: DoNE. See also DOEs.) 2. tv.
to solve something; to find an
answer. 3. tv. to cover a distance;
to go at a certain speed. 4. iv. to be
OK; to suit one’s needs. 5. iv. to get
along; to function or exist. (Used
to ask if someone is feeling all
right, to inquire of someone’s
health.) 6. aux. a question word in
the present and past tenses. (In the
future tense, will is used.) 7. aux. a
form used to make negative con-
structions. 8. aux. a form used to
empbhasize a verb. 9. aux. a particle
used to repeat a verb that has
already been said or written.

do a land-office business to do a
large amount of business in a
short period of time. (As if selling
land during a land rush.)

do someone a good turn to do
something that is helpful to some-
one.

do someone a kindness to do a
kind deed for a person.

do someone or something in 1. to
wear someone Or some creature
out. 2. to destroy or ruin someone
or something. 3. to kill someone
or some creature.

do someone or something over to
remodel or redecorate something;
to redo someone’s appearance.

do someone or something up to
make someone or something
attractive; to decorate or ornament
someone or something.

do someone’s bidding to do what is
requested.

do someone’s heart good to make
someone feel good emotionally.
(Also used literally.)

do something by hand to do some-
thing with one’s hands rather than
using a machine.

do something for a living to do
some kind of work to earn enough
money to live.

do something in a heartbeat to do
something almost immediately.

do something up 1. to fasten, zip,
hook, or button some item of
clothing. 2. to wrap up something,
such as a package, gift, etc. 3. to
arrange, fix, repair, cook, clean,
etc., something.

do the dishes to wash the dishes;
to wash and dry the dishes.

do the honors to act as host or
hostess and serve one’s guests by
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do without (someone or something)

pouring drinks, slicing meat, mak-
ing (drinking) toasts, etc.

do without (someone or
something) to manage or get along
without someone or something
that is usually needed.

dock ['dak] 1. n. a pier; a platform
built for moving things and people
on and off boats and ships. 2. 1. a
platform for loading and unload-
ing goods. 3. tv. to bring a ship or
boat up to 0. 4. iv. [for a boat or
ship] to arrive at (¥); [for a boat or
ship] to tie up to @).

doctor ['dak ta¢] 1. 1. someone
who has received the highest
degree from a university. (Abbre-
viated Dr.) 2. n. someone who is
licensed to practice medicine; a
medical doctor. (Abbreviated Dr.
when used as a title.)
—> JUST WHAT THE DOCTOR ORDERED

document ['dak jomont] 1. 7. a
piece of paper or an electronic file
with information (usually writing
or printing) on it; a text. 2. tv. to
make and keep written records
about something. 3. tv. to list the
evidence that will support what
one has written. 4. tv. to record
something in detail over time.

doe ['do] n. a female of certain ani-
mals, such as the deer.

does ['daz] aux. the third-person
present singular of po.

doesn’t ['daz ont] cont. does not.

dog ['dog] 1. n. a common pet
found in many homes and some-
times used in hunting. 2. tv. to fol-
low someone closely; to pursue
someone eagerly.
— (AS) SICK AS A DOG
—> CALL THE DOGS OFF
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— GO TO THE DOGS
—> HAIR OF THE DOG THAT BIT ONE
—> LEAD A DOG'S LIFE
—> LIVE A DOG'S LIFE
—> RAIN CATS AND DOGS
—> SHAGGY-DOG STORY
— the TAIL WAGGING THE DOG

dog eat dog a situation in which
one has to act ruthlessly in order
to survive or succeed; ruthless
competition.

dog in the manger one who pre-
vents other people from doing or
having what one does not wish
them to do or have.

doghouse ['dog haus] n., irreg. a
small outdoor shelter for a dog to
sleep in. (Plural: [...hau zoz].)
— IN THE DOGHOUSE

doldrums ['dol dromz] 1. n. an
area of light winds, at sea, north of
the equator. (Treated as plural.)
2. n. inactivity; gloominess; bore-
dom. (Treated as plural.)
—> IN THE DOLDRUMS

dole something out (to someone)
to distribute something to some-
one.

doll ['dal] 1. 7. a figure of a human
or animal, often a baby, used as a
toy. 2. n. an attractive or cute male
or female of any age. (Informal.)

doll someone up to dress someone
up in fancy clothes. (See also GeT
(ALL) DOLLED UP.)

dollar ['dal 3] n. the main unit of
money in the United States; 100
cents; $1. (The dollar is also the
name of the main unit of money
in several other countries, but
each is worth a value different
from that of the U.S. dollar.)
— FEEL LIKE A MILLION (DOLLARS)
—> LOOK LIKE A MILLION DOLLARS
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dormitory

dollar for dollar considering the
amount of money involved; con-
sidering the cost. (Often seen in
advertising.)

domain [do 'men] 1. n. the area
where someone or something is
typically found. 2. n. the area
under the control of a ruler.

dome ['dom] 7. a rounded roof; the
top of a building shaped like an
upside-down bowl.

domestic [do 'mes tik] 1. adj. of or
about the home; of, about, or

Don’t let someone or something
get you down. Do not allow
yourself to be overcome by some-
one or something.

doom ['dum] 1. n. a horrible fate; a
death that cannot be avoided. (No
plural.) 2. tv. to cause someone or
something to fail; to cause some-
thing to be ruined or destroyed.

3. tv. [for something] to condemn
someone to an unpleasant future.

door ['dor] 1. n. a movable panel of
wood, glass, or metal that fits into

within the family. (Adv: domesti-
cally [...1k li].) 2. adj. not
imported; not foreign. (Adv:
domestically [...1k 1i].) 3. adj.
tame; not wild. (Adv: domestically

an opening through which some-
one or something may pass. 2. 7.
the opening into which @) fits.

3. n. the (figurative) route or
pathway to something, such as

[...1k 1i].)

dominate ['dam 2 net] tv. to con-
trol someone or something; to be
the most important person or
thing among certain other people
or things.

donate ['do net] #v. to give some-
thing to a charity or other organi-
zation.

opportunity. (Figurative on (2).)

—> ANSWER THE DOOR

—> AT DEATH'S DOOR

—> BEAT A PATH TO SOMEONE'S DOOR

—> GET ONE'S FOOT IN THE DOOR

—> GO AND NEVER DARKEN ONE'S DOOR
AGAIN

—> KEEP THE WOLF FROM THE DOOR

—> NEXT DOOR

—> NEXT-DOOR NEIGHBOR

— STORM DOOR

done ['dan] 1. past participle of po.

2. adj. completed; finished. (Not
compared. Not prenominal.)

3. adj. [of food] having been
cooked fully or enough. (Can be
compared.)

donkey ['dog ki] 7. an animal that
has four feet and hooves, is smaller
than a horse, and is used to carry
people or things.

don’t ['dont] cont. do not.

Don’t hold your breath. Do not
stop breathing (while waiting for
something to happen), because
the wait will be very long.

doorstep ['dor step] n. a step just
outside a door.
—> AT SOMEONE'S DOORSTEP
—> ON SOMEONE'S DOORSTEP

dorm ['dorm] . a DORMITORY; a
building in which students live on
a college campus.

dormitory ['dorm1tori] 1.n. a
building or room containing beds
for a number of people, especially
on a college campus. (Abbreviated
as DORM.) 2. 1. a room housing
sleeping facilities for a number of
people.
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dose

dose ['dos] 1. n. the amount of
medicine that is to be taken at one
time. 2. tv. to give someone or
something a specific amount of
medicine.

a dose of one’s own medicine the

same kind of treatment that one
gives to other people. (Often with
give, get, or have.)

dot ['dat] 7. a small spot; a small,
round mark.
— ON THE DOT
— SIGN ON THE DOTTED LINE

double ['dabal] 1. adj. having
twice the amount as something
else. (Adv: doubly.) 2. tv. to cause
something to become twice the
amount that it previously was.
3. iv. to become twice the amount
that something was previously.
— SEE DOUBLE

double back (on someone) to fol-
low one’s own pathway back
toward a pursuer.

double back (on something) to
follow one’s own pathway back
toward where one started.

double over to bend in the middle.

double something over to fold
something over.

double up (on someone or some-
thing) [for people] to deal with
someone or something in pairs.

double up (with someone) to
share something with someone.

double up (with something) to
bend in the middle with some-
thing such as laughter, howls,
pain, etc.

doubt ['daut] 1. n. lack of belief; a

state of not being certain. (No plu-

ral.) 2. n. a feeling of disbelief
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about something; a feeling of not

being certain about something.

(Often plural.) 3. tv. not to believe

or trust something; to be uncer-

tain about something; to consider

something unlikely.

—> GET THE BENEFIT OF THE DOUBT

—> GIVE SOMEONE THE BENEFIT OF THE
DOUBT

doubting Thomas someone who

will not easily believe something
without strong proof or evidence.

dough ['do] . a soft mixture of

flour, water, and possibly other
ingredients. (Plural only for types
and instances.)

dove 1. ['dov] a past tense of DIVE.

2. ['dav] n. a gray or white bird, a
little smaller than a pigeon. (Often
thought of as a symbol of peace.)

down ['davn] 1. adj. aimed toward

a lower place or level; associated
with a place or area that is lower
than where one is at the moment.
2. adj. sad; unhappy. 3. adj. fin-
ished; completed. (Not prenomi-
nal.) 4. adv. from a higher place to
alower place; in a direction from a
higher place to a lower place. 5.
adv. from an earlier time to a later
time. 6. adv. [moving] toward the
south; [moving] to a place that
corresponds to south on a map. 7.
adv. onto paper; into writing. 8.
adv. as an advance payment
against the purchase price. 9. adv.
toward having less energy,
strength, production, volume, or
intensity. 10. adv. over [to some-
place]; in a specific direction.
(Informal.) 11. prep. on or along
something to a lower place.

12. prep. to the end of something;
along the length of something.
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drag someone or something in(to something)

13. tv. to make someone fall to the
ground; to knock someone over.
(Informal.) 14. tv. to eat or swal-
low something very quickly and
without much chewing. 15. n. soft
feathers, used inside pillows,
quilts, etc. (No plural.)

down and out having no money or
means of support.

down by some amount having a
score that is lower, by the specified
amount, than someone else’s score
or the other team’s score.

down in the mouth sad-faced;
depressed and unsmiling. (Refers
to a frown or sagging mouth.)

down the drain lost forever;
wasted. (Also used literally.)

down the tube ruined; wasted.
(Slang.)

down to the wire at the very last
minute; up to the very last instant.
(Refers to a wire that marks the
end of a horse race.)

downpour ['davn por] n. a very
heavy rainfall.

down-to-earth practical; not fan-
ciful; realistic.

downtown ['daun 'tavn] 1. adv.
[moving] toward the center of a
town or city; [moving] into the
center of a town or city. 2. adv. at
the center of a town or city. 3. adj.
in the center of a town or city; in
the business district of a town or
city. 4. n. the center of a town or
city; the business district of a
town or city. (No plural.)

downward ['daun wad] adj. mov-
ing or directed toward a lower
position; moving toward a lower
level. (Adv: downwardly.)

downward(s) adv. toward a lower
position; toward a lower level.

doze ['doz] 1. n. a nap; a small
amount of sleep. 2. iv. to take a
nap; to sleep for a short period of
time.

doze off (to sleep) to slip away
into sleep.

dozen ['daz on] 1. n. a set of twelve
things. 2. adj. twelve; a set or total
of twelve.
— DAILY DOZEN
—> SIX OF ONE AND HALF A DOZEN OF

THE OTHER

drab ['drzb] adj. dull; gray; boring;
not exciting. (Adv: drably. Comp:
drabber; sup: drabbest.)

draft ['dreft] 1. n. a current of
air—usually cold—inside an
enclosed space. 2. n. a roughly
drawn plan; an early version of a
document before the final copy is
written. 3. tv. to force someone to
serve in the military. 4. tv. to
choose someone to do a job or a
task. (Figurative on (3).)

drag ['dreeg] 1. tv. to pull someone
or something along on the ground.
2. tv. to force someone or some-
thing to come along. 3. iv. [for
someone or something] to touch
the ground while being moved.

drag behind to follow along
behind someone.

drag on to go on slowly for a very
long time; to last a very long time.

drag one’s feet to act very slowly,
often deliberately.

drag out to last for a long time.

drag someone or something in(to
something) 1. to haul or pull
someone or something into some-
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drag someone or something off (to someone or something)

thing or some place. 2. to involve
someone or a group in something.

drag someone or something off (to
someone or something) to haul
someone or something away to
someone, something, or some
place.

drag someone up to force someone
to come up or to come and stand
nearby.

drag something behind one to pull
something that is behind one.

drag something out to make some-
thing last for a long time.

drag something out of someone
to force someone to reveal some-
thing; to pull an answer or
information out of someone
laboriously.

drain ['dren] 1. n. a pipe or ditch
that takes liquids away from an
area. 2. n. something that takes
away something else a little bit at a
time; something that slowly takes
something else away. 3. tv. to draw
liquid away from a place. 4. tv. to
empty a container of a liquid.
5. tv. to take something away
slowly, a bit at a time. (Figurative
on (@).) 6. tv. to drink all the con-
tents of a glass or container. 7. tv.
to empty something by drinking
all the liquid from it. (Informal.)
8. tv. to remove someone’s energy,
endurance, or other quality. 9. iv.
[for something] to lose liquid
slowly.
— DOWN THE DRAIN
— POUR MONEY DOWN THE DRAIN

drain away [for something] to
flow away.

drain out to flow out or empty.
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drain something away (from
something) to channel some liquid
away from something.

drain something off (from some-
thing) to cause or permit some-
thing to flow out of something.

drain something off (of something)
to cause or permit something to
flow from the surface or top of
something.

drain something out of something
to cause something to flow from
something; to empty all of some
liquid out of something.

drainage ['dren 1d3] 1. n. remov-
ing liquid from something or
someplace. (No plural.) 2. n. the
ability of an area to drain prop-
erly. (No plural.)

drama ['dram 5] 1. n. the study of
plays and the theater. (No plural.)
2. n. a serious play or movie; a play
or movie that is not a comedy.
3. n. emotional, exciting, or
thrilling events. (No plural.
Treated as singular.)

drank ['drapk] past tense of DRINK.

drape ['drep] 1. n. a heavy curtain.
(Often plural.) 2. n. the particular
way that fabric hangs. (No plural.)
3. tv. to cover someone or some-
thing with fabric that hangs down
in a decorative way.

draw ['dro] 1. n. an attraction; a
reason people go to a particular
place. 2. iv,, irreg. to make pictures
using pen, pencil, crayon, etc.
(Past tense: DREW; past participle:
DRAWN.) 3. tv., irreg. to make a pic-
ture of something with a pen,
pencil, crayon, marker, etc. 4. tv.,
irreg. to attract someone or some-
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draw something out

thing. 5. tv., irreg. to take a breath;
to take in air.
—> BACK TO THE DRAWING BOARD
—> QUICK ON THE DRAW

a draw 7. a tie; a game where both
teams have the same score.

draw a blank 1. to get no
response; to find nothing. 2. to
fail to remember (something).

draw a line between something
and something else anp draw
the line between something
and something else to separate
two things; to distinguish or dif-
ferentiate between two things.

draw away (from someone or
something) to pull back or away
from someone or something.

draw back to pull back; to respond
to being pulled back.

draw back (from someone or
something) to pull back from
someone or something; to recoil
from someone or something.

draw blood 1. to hit or bite (a per-
son or an animal) and make a
wound that bleeds. 2. to anger or
insult a person.

draw lots to choose from a group
of things to determine who will do
something. (Typically, to choose a
straw from a bundle of straws. The
person with the shortest straw is
selected.)

draw near [for a particular time]
to approach.

draw near (to someone or some-
thing) to come near to someone or
something.

draw on someone or something to
use someone or something in
some beneficial way.

draw oneself up (to something) to
stand up straight and reach a cer-
tain height.

draw some people together to
make people seek one another for
emotional support.

draw someone or something in(to
something) 1. to pull someone or
something into something; to
attract someone or something in.
2. to sketch a picture, adding
someone or something into the
picture. 3. to involve someone or
something in something.

draw someone or something out
(of something) 1. to lure someone
or some creature out of something
or someplace. 2. to pull someone
or something out of something or
someplace.

draw someone or something
to(ward) someone or something
to pull someone or something to
someone or something.

draw someone out (about some-
one or something) Go to DRAW SOME-
ONE OUT (ON SOMEONE OR SOMETHING).

draw someone out (on someone or
something) anp draw someone
out (about someone or some-
thing) to find out someone’s pri-
vate thoughts about someone or
something.

draw something off (from some-
thing) to remove a portion of a lig-
uid from something; to cause
something to flow from some-
thing.

draw something out 1. to extend
something in time. 2. to lengthen
something.
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draw something out (of someone)

draw something out (of someone)
to encourage someone to say or
tell something; to get some infor-
mation from someone, with diffi-
culty.

draw something up 1. to pull
something close by, such as a
chair, stool, etc. 2. to draft a docu-
ment; to prepare a document.

draw the line between something
and something else Go to brAw A
LINE BETWEEN SOMETHING AND SOMETHING
ELSE.

draw up to pull up; to shrink up.

draw (up) alongside ((of) some-
one or something) to move up
even with someone or something
in motion.

drawer ['dror] 5. a storage box or
compartment that slides in and
out of a desk, dresser, etc.

drawn ['dron] Past participle of
DRAW.

dread ['dred] 1. n. strong fear that
something [bad] might happen or
fear of something that is going to
happen. (No plural.) 2. tv. to
approach something in the future
with fear, wishing that it would
not happen.

dream ['drim] 1. iv., irreg. to have
thoughts and images while one
sleeps. (Past tense and past par-
ticiple: dreamed or DREAMT.) 2. tv.,
irreg. to see something in one’s
DREAMS as in (3). (The object can be
a clause with THAT (7).) 3. n. the
thoughts and images one has while
sleeping. 4. 1. a desire; a wish.
— PIPE DREAM

a dream n. a very beautiful person
or thing; something excellent;
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something that is of high quality.
(No plural.)

dream about someone or some-
thing anp dream of someone or
something to have mental pictures
about someone or something,
especially in one’s sleep.

a dream come true a wish or a
dream that has become real.

dream of someone or something
GO to DREAM ABOUT SOMEONE OR SOME-
THING.

dream something up to invent
something; to fabricate something.
(The something can be the word
something.)

dreamt ['dremt] a past tense and
past participle of DREAM.

dredge someone or something up
1. to scoop or rake someone or
something up from underwater.
2. to seek and find someone or
something. (Slang.)

drench ['drent[] tv. to cover some-
one or something with liquid—
water unless some other liquid is
mentioned.

dress ['dres] 1. #. an item of
women’s clothing covering an area
from the shoulders to somewhere
along the legs. 2. n. clothing in
general. (No plural.) 3. adj. [of
clothing, shoes, etc.] formal.
(Prenominal only.) 4. tv. to put
clothes on someone. 5. tv. to band-
age a wound or cut. 6. tv. to pre-
pare an animal’s body for cooking
or for market. 7. iv. to put clothes
on oneself or someone else as in
®.

dress someone down to scold
someone.
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drip

dress someone or something up to
make someone or something
appear fancier than is actually so.

dress someone or something (up)
(in something) to clothe, decorate,
or ornament someone or some-
thing in something.

dress (up) as someone or some-
thing to dress in the manner of
someone or something or to look
like someone or something.

dresser ['dres 2] n. a piece of fur-
niture with several drawers that
clothes are kept in; a chest of
drawers.

dressing-down a scolding.
drew ['dru] past tense of DrRAW.

drift ['drift] 1. 7. a mass of snow or
sand that is moved by the wind.
2. n. a gradual movement toward
someone or something, especially
in air or water. (No plural.) 3. iv.
to move toward something or
away from something gradually;
to move gradually in some direc-
tion. 4. iv. [for someone] to move
from place to place without a pur-
pose or established plan.
— GET THE DRIFT OF SOMETHING

drift back (to someone or some-
thing) to move back to someone or
something slowly, on the surface
of water.

drift in(to something) to move
slowly and gradually into some-
thing.

drift off to move slowly away.

drift out to move out of a place
slowly.

drift to(ward) someone or some-
thing to move slowly and gradually
toward someone or something.

drill ['dril] 1. n. a machine that is
used to make a hole in something.
2. n. a classroom practice exercise.
3. n. an event where people prac-
tice what they would do in a real
emergency. 4. tv. to make a hole in
something with @). 5. tv. to train
people by having them practice.
6. iv. to make holes with ().

drill into something to bore into or
penetrate something.

drill something in(to someone or
something) to force knowledge
into someone or something. (Fig-
urative.)

drink ['drigk] 1. tv., irreg. to swal-
low a liquid. (Past tense: DRANK;
past participle: DRUNK.) 2. iv., irreg.
to use or consume [alcohol]. 3. n.
a liquid meant to be swallowed.
4. n. a container filled with a lig-
uid that is meant to be swallowed.
5. n. a kind of drink that contains
alcohol.
—> SOFT DRINK

drink something down to drink
something; to consume all of
something by drinking it.

drink something in to absorb some-
thing; to take in information,
sights, a story, etc. (Figurative.)

drink something up to drink all of
something.

drink to excess to drink too much
alcohol; to drink alcohol continu-
ally.

drink up to drink something; to
drink all of something.

drip ['drip] 1. n. the action of lig-
uid falling one drop at a time. 2. n.
the sound of a liquid falling one
drop at a time. 3. tv. to cause
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drip something in(to something)

something to fall one drop ata
time. 4. iv. to fall one drop ata
time; to leak; to release one drop at
a time.

drip something in(to something) to
make something fall into some-
thing drop by drop.

drive ['draiv] 1. tv, irreg. to cause a
car or other vehicle to move, and
to direct its movement. (Past
tense: DROVE; past participle:
DRIVEN.) 2. V., irreg. to take some-
one in a vehicle to someplace.
3. tv,, irreg. to ram or force some-
thing into or through something
else. 4. iv., irreg. to ride in and
steer or direct [a vehicle]. 5. n. a
trip in a car or other vehicle; the
act of traveling as in (@). 6. n. the
energy and desire to do some-
thing. (No plural.) 7. n. a place to
guide or park a car between a road
and a house or garage. 8. n. an
electronic device inside a com-
puter, used for storing and reading
computer files and programs.
(Short for DIsk DRIVE.)

drive a hard bargain to work

hard to negotiate prices or agree-
ments in one’s own favor.

drive a price up anp force a price
up to cause the price of something
to increase.

drive away to leave someplace
driving a vehicle.

drive back to propel a vehicle back
to where it started.

drive down (to someplace) to run
a vehicle to a relatively lower place
or to a place in the south.

drive off to leave somewhere, driv-
ing a vehicle.
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drive on to continue driving; to
continue with one’s journey.

drive out (to someplace) to propel
a vehicle to a place that is away
from the center of things.

drive over (to someplace) to go in
a car to someplace that is neither
close by nor far away.

drive someone down (to some-
p|ace) to transport someone to a
relatively lower place or to a place
in the south.

drive someone on (to something)
to make someone move onward
toward some kind of success.

drive someone or something
(away) (from someplace) to
repel someone or some creature
from someplace.

drive someone or something back
to force someone or something
away; to force someone or some-
thing to retreat.

drive someone or something off to
repel or chase away someone or
something.

drive someone or something out
(of something) to force or chase
someone or some creature out of
something or someplace.

drive someone to the wall Go to
FORCE SOMEONE TO THE WALL.

drive someone up (to someplace)
to transport someone to a place on
a higher level or to a place in the
north.

drive something down to force the
price of something down.

drive something down (to some-
place) to transport a vehicle to a
place by driving it there.
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drop in one’s tracks

drive through (something) to
motor from one side of something
to the other; to pass through
something while driving.

drive up to something to drive a
car up close to something; to pull
a car up to something.

driven ['driv on] Past participle of
DRIVE.
—> (AS) WHITE AS THE DRIVEN SNOW
driver ['dra1 va:] n. someone who
drives a car or other vehicle.

driveway ['drarv we] n. a short
length of road from the street to a
house or garage.

drizzle down (on someone or
something) to rain on someone or
something.

drone on to continue to make a
low-pitched noise or to speak in a
dull and boring voice.

drone on (about someone or
something) to lecture or narrate in
a low-pitched, dull, and boring
manner.

drop ['drap] 1. n. a small ball of

liquid; a small amount of liquid.
2. n. a sudden fall; a sudden
downward movement. 3. n. the
length of a fall; the distance
between something and the
ground. 4. tv. to let someone or
something fall, either by accident
or on purpose. 5. tv. to leave

something out; to omit something.

6. tv. to stop something; to end

something; to stop talking about

something. 7. iv. to fall; to go

lower; to sink.

— AT THE DROP OF A HAT

— COUGH DROP

— SO QUIET YOU COULD HEAR A PIN
DROP

—> SO STILL YOU COULD HEAR A PIN
DROP

drop away 1. to fall off; to fall

away. 2. to reduce in number over
time.

drop back 1. to fall back to an
original position. 2. to go slowly
and lose one’s position in a march
or procession.

drop behind (in something) to fail
to keep up with a schedule.

drop behind (someone or some-
thing) 1. to reduce speed and end
up after someone or a group, at the
back of a moving line. 2. to fail to
keep up with the schedule being
followed by someone or a group.

drop below someone or something
to fall to a point lower than some-
one or something.

drop by (someplace) anp go by
(someplace) to stop for a casual
visit.

drop by the wayside anv fall by
the wayside 1. to leave a march
or procession to rest beside the
pathway. (The origin of the figu-
rative usage in (2).) 2. to fail to
keep up with others. (Figurative.)

drop down 1. [for someone] to fall
down or stoop down. 2. [for
something] to fall from above.

drop everything to stop doing
whatever you are doing.

drop in to come for a casual visit.

drop in (on someone) to come for
an unexpected, casual visit.

drop in one’s tracks to stop or col-
lapse from exhaustion; to die sud-
denly.
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drop in (to say hello)

drop in (to say hello) to come for
a brief, friendly visit.

drop names to mention the names
of important or famous people as
if they were personal friends.

drop off 1. [for someone or some-
thing] to fall off something.
2. [for a part of something] to
break away and fall off. 3. to
decrease or decline. (Figurative.)

drop out (of something) 1. [for
someone] to resign from or cease
being a member of something;
[for someone] to leave school.
2. to fall out of something. 3. [for
the bottom of something] to break
loose and drop.

drop over to come for a casual
visit.

drop someone a few lines Go to
DROP SOMEONE A LINE.

drop someone a line axp drop
someone a few lines to write a
letter or a note to someone. (The
line refers to lines of writing.)

drop someone or something down
to let someone or something fall.

drop someone or something in(to
something) to let someone or
something fall into something.

drop someone or something off
((at) someplace) 1. to let someone
or a group out of a vehicle at a par-
ticular place; to deliver someone
or something to someplace. 2. to
give someone or a group a ride to
someplace.

drop someone or something off (of
something) to let someone or
something fall from something; to
make someone or something fall
from something.
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drop someone’s name axp drop
the name of someone to men-
tion the name of an important or
famous person as if that person
were a personal friend.

drop the ball to make a blunder; to
fail in some way.

drop the name of someone Go to
DROP SOMEONE'S NAME.

drop the subject to stop talking
about whatever is being talked
about.

drop up (someplace) to come for a
visit to a place that is relatively
higher or in the north.

drove ['drov] past tense of DRIVE.

drown ['draun] 1. tv. to kill some-
one or something by suffocating
the person or thing underwater.
2. tv. to flood an area with a lig-
uid. 3. iv. to die underwater as in

drown one’s sorrows Go to DROWN
ONE'S TROUBLES.

drown one’s troubles axp drown
one’s SOrrows to try to forget
one’s problems by drinking a lot of
alcohol.

drown someone or something out
1. [for a flood] to drive someone
or some creature away from home.
2. to make more noise than some-
one or something.

drowsy ['drau zi] adj. tired; sleepy.
(Adv: drowsily. Comp: drowsier;
sup: drowsiest.)

drug ['drag] 1. n. a medicine. 2. n.
a substance used illegally for the
pleasure it creates. 3. tv. to give
someone (D).
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dry up

a drug on the market something
that is for sale everywhere in great
abundance; a glut on the market.

druggist ['drag 1st] n. someone
who is licensed to package and sell
medicine.

drugstore ['drag stor] n. a place
where medicine is sold, along with
makeup, toothpaste, and many
other items.

drum ['dram] 1. n. a musical
instrument, usually shaped like a
cylinder, with a flexible cover
stretched over one or both ends.
2. n. a container shaped like ().

drum some business up to create
business or commerce.

drum someone out of something
to expel or send someone away
from something, especially in a
formal or public fashion. (From
the military use of drums on such
occasions.)

drum something in(to someone)
AaND drum something in(to some-
one's head) to teach someone
something intensely. (Figurative.)

drum something in(to someone’s
head) Go to brUM SOMETHING IN(TO
SOMEONE).

drum something out to beat a
rhythm, loudly and clearly, as if
teaching it to someone.

drummer ['dram 2] n. someone
who plays a drum or a number of
them.
—> MARCH TO A DIFFERENT DRUMMER

drunk ['drapk] 1. Past participle of
DRINK. 2. #. a person who has
taken too much alcohol. 3. adj.
concerning a person who has
taken too much alcohol. (Also

drunken. Comp: drunker; sup:
drunkest.)

drunken ['drapk on] prunk (3.

dry ['drai] 1. adj. not wet; not
moist; without water. (Adv: dryly.
Comp: drier; sup: driest.) 2. adj.
not allowing alcohol to be sold;
without alcohol. 3. adj. boring;
not interesting. (Adv: dryly. Comp:
drier; sup: driest.) 4. tv. to cause
something to be 1); to remove all
the moisture from something.
5. iv. to become (D); to completely
lose moisture.
—> LEAVE SOMEONE HIGH AND DRY

dry behind the ears mature and
grown up. (Usually expressed as a
negative. See also WET BEHIND THE
EARS.)

dry out 1. [for someone or some-
thing wet] to become dry. 2. to
recover from too much alcohol
and the effects of drunkenness.

dry run an attempt; a rehearsal.

dry someone or something off to
remove the moisture from the sur-
face of someone or something.

dry someone out to cause someone
to become sober; to cause some-
one to stop drinking alcohol to
excess. (Informal.)

dry something out to make some-
thing become dry.

dry something up 1. to cause mois-
ture to dry away to nothing. 2. to
cure a skin rash by the use of med-
icine that dries.

dry up 1. [for something] to
become dry; [for something] to
dry away to nothing. 2. [for some-

one] to be quiet or go away.
(Slang.)
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dryer

dryer ['drar 2] n. a machine that
dries clothes.

dual ['du al] adj. having two parts;
having two purposes. (Adv:
dually.)

dub something in to mix a new
sound recording into an old one.

duck ['dak] 1. n. a kind of fowl that
lives near water, has a bill, and has
webbed feet for swimming. 2. n.
the meat of @). (No plural.) 3. 1. a
sturdy kind of cotton cloth.
(Plural only for types and
instances.) 4. iv. to stoop down so
that one doesn’t get hit by some-
thing; to dip one’s head so one
doesn’t bump it into something.
5. iv. to avoid being seen by mov-
ing quickly somewhere. 6. tv. to
dip one’s head down so that it is
not hit against something.
— AS A DUCK TAKES TO WATER
—> (AS) EASY AS DUCK SOUP
— GET ONE'S DUCKS IN A ROW
— LIKE SITTING DUCKS
— LIKE WATER OFF A DUCK'S BACK
— LOVELY WEATHER FOR DUCKS

duck down to stoop down quickly,
as if to avoid being hit.

duck out (of someplace) to sneak
out of someplace.

duck out of something to evade
something; to escape doing some-
thing.

due ['du] 1. adj. owing; having to
be paid. (Not prenominal.) 2. adv.
directly; in the exact direction;
straight.
— GIVE CREDIT WHERE CREDIT IS DUE
— GIVE THE DEVIL HER DUE
— GIVE THE DEVIL HIS DUE
—> PAY ONE'S DUES

due to someone or something
owing to someone or something;
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because of someone or something.
(This use is objected to by some.)

dues 7. a sum of money owed by
each member of an organization.
(Treated as plural. Rarely counta-

ble.)

duet [du 'et] n. music to be per-
formed by two people.

dug ['dag] past tense and past par-
ticiple of pic.

dull ['dal] 1. adj. not sharp; blunt.
(Adv: dully. Comp: duller; sup:
dullest.) 2. adj. not exciting; bor-
ing. (Adv: dully. Comp: duller; sup:
dullest.) 3. adj. not shiny. (Adv:
dully. Comp: duller; sup: dullest.)
4. adj. not smart; somewhat stu-
pid. (Adv: dully. Comp: duller;
sup: dullest.) 5. tv. to make some-
thing less sharp. 6. tv. to lessen
physical or emotional pain.

dumb ['dam] 1. adj. stupid; foolish;
not smart. (Adv: dumbly. Comp:
dumber; sup: dumbest.) 2. adj. [of
animals] not able to speak. (Can
be offensive when applied to
humans. Adv: dumbly. Comp:
dumber; sup: dumbest.)

dump ['damp] 1. n. a place where
trash is taken. 2. tv. to unload
something into a pile; to empty
something into a pile.

dunce ['dans] n. a stupid-acting
person; someone who learns
things slowly.

dung ['dap] n. feces, especially
from animals. (No plural.)

dunk ['dapk] v. to push someone
or something underwater for a few
moments.
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dwelt

duration [da: 'e [on] n. the amount
of time that something lasts. (No
plural form.)
— FOR THE DURATION

during ['d> 1g] 1. prep. throughout
an event that lasts a period of
time; all through a period of time.
2. prep. at some point in a period
of time; at some time within a
period of time.

dusk ['dask] 7. the period of the
day after the sun sets but before it
is completely dark; twilight.
— FROM DAWN TO DUSK

dust ['dast] 1. 7. a fine powder of
dried earth. (No plural.) 2. 7. a
fine powder, especially particles
that settle from the air and coat
indoor surfaces. (No plural.) 3. tv.
to clean a surface or a place by
removing (2). 4. tv. to cover some-
thing with @) or @. 5. tv. to spray
crops with an insect killer or a
weed-killer. (Referred originally
to powdered chemicals.) 6. iv. to
remove (2) from something or
from a place as a part of cleaning.
—> BITE THE DUST

dust someone or something off to
wipe or brush the dust off some-
one or something.

dust something out to brush the
dust out of something.

dusty ['das ti] 1. adj. covered with
dust; full of dust. (Adv: dustily.
Comp: dustier; sup: dustiest.)
2. adj. like dust; [of a color] some-
what gray, as if mixed with dust.
(Comp: dustier; sup: dustiest.)

Dutch auction an auction or sale
that starts off with a high asking
price, which is then reduced until
a buyer is found.

Dutch courage unusual or artifi-
cial courage arising from the
influence of alcohol. (Potentially
offensive.)

Dutch treat a social occasion
where one pays for oneself. (See
also 6o DuTCH.)

Dutch uncle a man who gives
frank and direct advice to some-
one in the manner of a parent or
relative.

duty ['duti] 1. 7. a task; an obliga-
tion; a responsibility. 2. #. a tax
placed on products from another
country.
—> IN THE LINE OF DUTY
—> OFF DUTY
—> ON ACTIVE DUTY
— ON DUTY

dwarf ['dworf] 1. n., irreg. some-
one or something that is smaller
than normal or typical. (Plural:
DWARVES or dwarfs.) 2. adj. smaller
than expected; smaller than nor-
mally found. (Prenominal only.)
3. tv. [for someone or something
large] to make someone or some-
thing appear even smaller in a
comparison.

dwarves ['dworvz] a plural of
DWARF.

dwell ['dwel] iv., irreg. to live
someplace; to live in a place. (Past
tense and past participle: dwelled
Or DWELT.)

dwell on something to linger on
something; to keep thinking about
an idea.

dwelling ['dwel 1] 7. a residence; a
place where someone lives.

dwelt ['dwelt] a past tense and past
participle of DWELL.
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dye

dye ['dai] 1. n. aliquid that is used
to color fabric or hair. 2. tv. to
color something by placing it in
@; to color something with (@).
(Present participle: dyeing.)

dying ['darig] 1. the present par-
ticiple of DIE. 2. adj. in the process
of becoming dead.

dynamite ['darnomait] 1.7.a
chemical that is meant to explode,
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usually ammonium nitrate.
(Plural only for types and in-
stances.) 2. 7. someone or some-
thing that causes a great shock or
surprise; someone or something
exciting that attracts a lot of atten-
tion or interest. (Figurative on (7).
Informal.) 3. tv. to destroy some-
thing by an explosion with ().

TLFeBOOH



each ['itf] 1. adj. every [one].
2. pron. every one [of those men-
tioned before]; every individual
person or thing [of those men-
tioned before]. 3. adv. for every
one.

eager ['i go+] adj. acting very will-
ing and ready to do something.
(Adv: eagerly.)

eager beaver someone who is very
enthusiastic; someone who works
very hard.

eager to do something having a
strong desire to do something and
being very willing to do it.

eagle ['i gal] n. a strong bird of
prey of the hawk family, having
excellent vision.

eagle eye careful attention; an
intently watchful gaze. (From the
sharp eyesight of the eagle.)

ear ['ir] 1. n. the organ of hearing,
one of which is located on either
side of the head. 2. n. the external,
visible part of the organ of hear-
ing. 3. 1. a corncoB and the corn
growing on it. (Short for EAR OF
CORN.)
—> BEND SOMEONE'S EAR
—> DRY BEHIND THE EARS
—> GET SOMEONE'S EAR
—> GO IN ONE EAR AND OUT THE OTHER
—> HAVE AN EAR FOR SOMETHING
—> HAVE ONE'S EAR TO THE GROUND
—> IN ONE EAR AND OUT THE OTHER
—> KEEP ONE'S EAR TO THE GROUND
—> LEND AN EAR (TO SOMEONE)
—> MAKE A SILK PURSE OUT OF A SOW'S

EAR

—> PLAY SOMETHING BY EAR
—> ONE'S EARS ARE RED
—> PLAY BY EAR
—> PRICK UP ONE'S EARS

—> TURN A DEAF EAR (TO SOMETHING)
—> UP TO ONE'S EARS (IN SOMETHING)
—> WALLS HAVE EARS.

—> WET BEHIND THE EARS

ear of corn ['ir ov 'korn] n. the
rodlike, fibrous core on which
grains of corn grow. (Plural: ears
of corn.)

eardrum ['ir drom] n. a very thin
bit of tissue inside the ear that
vibrates when struck by sound
waves.

early ['>1i] 1. adj. happening
toward the first part of something;
happening toward the beginning
of something. (Comp: earlier; sup:
earliest.) 2. adj. arriving before the
expected time. (Comp: earlier;
sup: earliest.) 3. adj. ancient; hap-
pening long ago in time. (Comp:
earlier; sup: earliest.) &. adv. dur-
ing or toward the first part of
something. (Comp: earlier; sup:
earliest.) 5. adv. before the
expected time. (Comp: earlier;
sup: earliest.)

early bird someone who gets up or
arrives early; someone who starts
something very promptly, espe-
cially someone who gains an
advantage of some kind by so
doing.

earn ['zn] 1. tv. to gain a sum of
money or something else of value,
especially by working. 2. tv. to
merit something; to deserve some-
thing. (Figurative on (1).)

earn one's keep to help out with
chores in return for food and a
place to live; to earn one’s pay by
doing what is expected.
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earnest

earnest ['a nost] adj. very serious;
wishing to do [something] very
well. (Adv: earnestly.)
— IN EARNEST

ears are ringing [for someone’s
ears] to have a ringing sound
because they have been exposed to
an explosion, very loud music, or
some other very loud sound.

earth ['5:0] 1. n. the planet we live
on; the third planet from the sun.
(Often capitalized. No plural.)
2. n. soil; land. (No plural.) 3. n.
the surface of @). (No plural.)
—> LIKE NOTHING ON EARTH
—> MOVE HEAVEN AND EARTH TO DO

SOMETHING

—> ON EARTH
—> a PARADISE ON EARTH
—> RUN SOMEONE OR SOMETHING TO EARTH
—> SALT OF THE EARTH
—> TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH

earthly ['2:01i] adj. of or on the
earth; of a part of life on earth
rather than in heaven.

earthquake anp quake ['>:0
kwek, 'kwek] n. a violent shaking
of the ground by natural forces.

earthworm ['>-0 wom] #. a worm
that lives in the soil.

ease ['iz] 1. tv. to make something
less hard to do; to make something
easier. 2. tv. to make something
become less strong or have less
pain. 3. tv. to move something
[somewhere] gently and carefully.
4. iv. to become less hard or less
difficult. 5. n. freedom from prob-
lems or bother; peaceful rest. (No

plural.)
—> WITH EASE

ease away (from someone or
something) to pull away from
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someone or something slowly and
carefully.

ease back on something to move
something back slowly and care-
fully. (Usually refers to a throttle
or some other control on an air-
plane or other vehicle.)

ease off [for something] to dimin-
ish.

ease off (from someone or some-
thing) to move away from some-
one or something, slowly and
carefully.

ease off (on someone or some-
thing) to let up doing something to
someone or something; to dimin-
ish one’s pressure or demands on
someone or something.

ease out (of something) to move
out of something, slowly and care-
fully; to retreat from something.

ease someone out (of something)
1. to get someone out of some-
thing carefully. 2. to get someone
out of an office or position quietly
and without much embarrass-
ment.

ease up (on someone or
something) to treat someone or
something more gently.

east ['ist] 1. n. the direction to the
right of someone or something
facing north; the direction where
the sun appears to rise. (No plu-
ral.) 2. n. the eastern region of a
country. (Capitalized when refer-
ring to a specific region of the
United States.) 3. adj. in (D; from
@); toward (@); of or about ().
(Prenominal only.) 4. adv. at, fac-
ing, or toward (D).
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eat something out

easy ['izi] 1. adj. simple; not hard;
not difficult. (Adv: easily. Comp:
easier; sup: easiest.) 2. adv. without
stress; without worry; relaxed.
Comp: easier; sup: easiest.)
—> (AS) EASY AS (APPLE) PIE
— (AS) EASY AS DUCK SOUP
—> FREE AND EASY
—> GET OFF EASY

easy come, easy go said to
explain the loss of something that
required only a small amount of
effort to get in the first place.

Easy does it. Act with care.

eat ['it] 1. tv, irreg. to put food in
one’s mouth, chew, and swallow it.
(Past tense: ATE; past participle:
EATEN.) 2. tv,, irreg. to create a hole
by chewing or wearing something
away. 3. iv,, irreg. to take food into
the body.
— DOG EAT DOG
—> GRAB A BITE (TO EAT)
—> HAVE ONE'S CAKE AND EAT IT TOO

eat (away) at someone [for a
problem] to trouble someone con-
stantly. (Figurative.)

eat (away) at something 1. to eat
something eagerly and rapidly.

2. to erode something.

eat humble pie 1. to act very
humbly when one is shown to be
wrong. 2. to accept insults and
humiliation.

eat in to eat a meal at home.

eat in(to something) to erode
something; to etch something.

eat like a bird to eat only small
amounts of food; to peck at one’s
food.

eat like a horse to eat large
amounts of food.

eat one’s cake and have it too
GO to HAVE ONE'S CAKE AND EAT IT TOO.

eat one’s hat something that one
says one will do if a certain very
unlikely event really happens.
(Used to express the belief that the
event will not occur. Always used
with a phrase beginning with if.)

eat one’s heart out 1. to be very
sad (about someone or some-
thing). 2. to be envious (of some-
one or something).

eat one's words to have to take
back one’s statements; to confess
that one’s predictions were wrong.

eat out to eat a meal away from
home.

eat out of someone’s hand to do
exactly as someone says; to grovel
to someone.

eat someone out of house and
home to eat a lot of food (in
someone’s home); to eat all the
food in the house.

eat someone up 1. to consume a
person. (Figurative.) 2. [for
insects] to bite a person all over.
(Figurative.)

eat something away to erode some-
thing; to consume something bit
by bit.

eat something off ((of) something)
to erode something off a larger
part.

eat something out 1. to eat a meal
or a particular food away from
home. 2. [for something or some
creature] to consume the inside of
something.
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eat (something) out of something

eat (something) out of something
to eat food directly from a con-
tainer, such as a bag, box, can, etc.

eat something up 1. to devour all of
some food or some creature.
2. [for someone] to believe some-
thing completely.

eat up to eat everything; to eat
eagerly. (Usually a command to
begin eating.)

eaten ['it n] Past participle of EaT.

echo ['ek 0] 1. . a sound that is
heard twice because the sound
waves have bounced off a surface
and returned. (Plural ends in -es.)
2. iv. [for a sound] to reflect back.
3. tv. to reflect sound; to repeat a
sound. 4. tv. to repeat something
that someone has said.

echo back to something [for
something] to recall something
similar in the past.

economic [ek o 'nam 1k] 1. adj. of
or about ecoNomics. (Adv: econom-
ically [...1k li].) 2. adj. saving
money; using money wisely. (Also
economical. Adv: economically
[...1k1i].)

economics 1. #. financial matters
or issues. (Usually treated as sin-
gular.) 2. n. the study of the pro-
duction and use of goods and
services in a society. (Treated as
singular.)

edge ['ed3] 1. n. the rim of some-
thing; the outer border of some-
thing. 2. n. the cutting part of a
cutting tool or instrument. 3. 7.
an advantage. (No plural.) 4. tv. to
provide something with a border.
—> SET SOMEONE'S TEETH ON EDGE
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edge away (from someone or
something) to move cautiously
away from someone or something.

edgewise ['ed3 waiz] adv. leading
with an edge; with the edge going
first.
— GET A WORD IN EDGEWISE

edible ['ed 5 bal] adj. able to be
eaten. (Adv: edibly.)

edit ['ed 1t] tv. to prepare text,
video, or audio for publication or
production.

edition [1'di [on] n. the copies of
one book made in one printing or
series of printings until the text is
changed or revised.

editor ['ed 1ta+] 1. n. someone who
prepares text for publication;
someone who prepares film,
video, or audio for production.
2. n. someone who works for a
newspaper, a magazine, or a book
publisher, arranging for new mate-
rial, editing, and production.

educate ['cd3 o ket] tv. to teach
someone something; to instruct
someone how to do something.

education [ed3 o 'ke [on] 1. . the
teaching of knowledge and skills; a
system for teaching knowledge
and skills. (No plural.) 2. n. the
learning or knowledge that is
obtained by studying or being
taught. (No plural.)

eel ['il] 1. n. a long, snakelike fish
not having fins. 2. n. the edible
flesh of (@). (No plural.)
— (AS) SLIPPERY AS AN EEL

effect [1'fekt] 1. n. a result; some-
thing that happens because of
something else. (Compare this
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elbow

with AFFeECT.) 2. tv. to cause a

result; to produce a result.
— IN EFFECT

effective [1'fek tiv] adj. good at
producing or causing results.
(Adv: effectively.)

efficient [1'f1 font] adj. organized;
using time, energy, and money
without waste. (Adv: efficiently.)

effigy ['ef o d3i] n. a crude repre-
sentation of a disliked person,
usually made for ridicule or mock-
ing.
— HANG SOMEONE IN EFFIGY

effort ['ef 2:t] n. the use of physical

or mental energy to do hard work.
—> an A FOR EFFORT

egg ['eg] 1. n. the female reproduc-

tive cell. 2. . a round object, con-

taining (1), covered with a shell,

produced by a female bird or rep-

tile and often used for food. 3. .

the edible part of (). 4. n. some

amount of (3). (No plural. Treated

as singular.)

—> HAVE EGG ON ONE'S FACE

— KILL THE GOOSE THAT LAID THE
GOLDEN EGG

— LAY AN EGG

— PUT ALL ONE'S EGGS IN ONE BASKET

—> TEACH ONE'S GRANDMOTHER TO SUCK
EGGS

—> WALK ON EGGS

egg someone on to incite someone
to do something; to encourage
someone to do something.

eggshell ['cg [el] n. the hard, pro-
tective outside layer of a bird’s egg.

ego ['igo] 1. n. one’s sense of one-
self and one’s value. (Plural ends
in -s.) 2. n. an overly large sense of
self-esteem; a view of oneself that
makes one seem far more impor-

tant than one really is. (Plural
ends in -s.)

eight ['et] 8. (See Four for more
information.)

eighteen ['et tin] 18. (See Four for
more information.)

eighteenth [et 'tin6] 18th. (See
FOURTH for more information.)

eighth ['et0] 8th. (See FourTH for
more information.)
eightieth ['cti06] 80th. (See

FOURTH for more information.)

eighty ['et i] 80. (See Forry for fur-
ther information.)

either ['i 32+] 1. adj. one or the
other [choosing between two peo-
ple or things]; no matter which [of
two]. 2. adj. both; each of two;
one and the other. 3. pron. one
person or thing, or the other per-
son or thing; one person or thing
from a choice of two people or
things. (Treated as singular.)
4. adv. as well; in addition; also.
(Only in negative constructions.
Use 100 in the affirmative.)

either....or conj. one or the other
from a choice of two things.

eke something out to extend some-
thing; to add to something.

elastic [ 'les tik] 1. adj. [of some-
thing that is] able to return to its
original shape after being
stretched. (Adv: elastically [...1k
1i].) 2. n. [in clothing] a band of
fabric and rubber that can stretch.

elbow ['el bo] 1. n. the joint where
the arm bends in the middle. 2. n.

a pipe that is bent, curved, or

shaped like the angle of @.
— RUB ELBOWS WITH SOMEONE
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elbow (one's way) through something

elbow (one's way) through some-
thing to push or drive oneself
through something, such as a
crowd, perhaps using one’s elbows
or arms to move people out of the
way.

elbow someone aside to push
someone aside with one’s arm.

elect [1'lekt] tv. [for a group of
voters] to choose someone by vot-
ing.

election [1'lek fon] n. the process
of voting to choose between two
or more options.

electric [1'lek trik] 1. adj. carrying
electricity; of or about electricity.
(Also electrical. Adv: electrically
[...1k li].) 2. adj. producing elec-
tricity. (Adv: electrically [...1k 1i].)
3. adj. powered by electricity.
(Adv: electrically [...1k 1i].) 4. adj.
exciting; full of excitement;
thrilling. (Adv: electrically [...1k
1i].)

electric plug [1 'lek trik 'plag]
1. n. a device used to attach a
lamp or appliance to an electrical
outlet. (Can be shortened to pLUG.)
2. n. an electrical outlet or recep-
tacle. (Informal. Can be shortened
to PLUG.)

electric receptacle [1'lek trik r1
'sep trkal] n. an electric outlet; a
connection, usually in the wall, to
which lamps and appliances can
be attached. (Can be shortened to
RECEPTACLE.)

electricity [1lek 'trisati] n. a
source of power that comes from
batteries, electric companies, and
natural occurrences like friction
and lightning. (No plural.)

170

electromagnetic [ lek tro meg
'net 1k] adj. concerning electric
and magnetic waves, especially as
used in broadcasting. (Adv: elec-
tromagnetically [...1k li].)

electron [1'lek tran] n. a negatively
charged particle, smaller than an
atom.

electronic [1lek 'tran 1k] adj. of or
about modern electrical circuits as
found in radios and television sets.
(Adv: electronically [...1k li].)

electronics 7. the study and design
of the electrical circuits used in
computers, radios, televisions, etc.
(Treated as singular.)

elegance ['¢l o gons] 7. fine style,
grace, and beauty. (No plural.)

elegant ['cl o gont] adj. beautiful;
having or showing good taste.
(Adv: elegantly.)

element ['cl o mont] 1. 7. one of
several kinds of basic matter that
cannot be broken down further
into other kinds of basic matter.
2. n. a piece of a larger theme.
—> OUT OF ONE'S ELEMENT

elementary [l o 'men tri] adj.
basic; introductory.

the elements n. the weather; air,
wind, rain, and sunlight. (Treated
as plural, but not countable.)

elephant ['cl 5 font] 7. a large land
mammal of Africa and Asia, with
tough gray skin, large ears, and a
long trunk.
— WHITE ELEPHANT

elevator ['el o ve ta:] 7. a moving
cage or chamber that carries peo-
ple and things from floor to floor
in a building with more than one
story.
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employ

eleven [1'lev on] 11. (See Four for
more information.)

eleventh [1'lev ont0] 11th. (See
FOURTH for more information.)

elf ['clf] n., irreg. a small humanlike
creature—full of mischief—of
fairy tales and myths. (Plural:
ELVES.)

elk ['clk] 1. n., irreg. [in North
America] a large deer, the males of
which have large, spreading horns.
(Plural: elk or elks.) 2. n., irreg. [in
Europe] a moose.

elm ['elm] 1. n. a large tree that
loses its leaves each fall and is
planted to make shade. 2. n. wood
from (@). (Plural only for types
and instances.) 3. adj. made of ().

else ['cls] 1. adj. otherwise; apart
from someone or something;
instead. 2. adj. in addition to
someone or something; as well.

elsewhere ['cls mer] adv. in some
other place.

elude [1'lud] 1. tv. to evade or
avoid capture, often by being
clever. 2. tv. [for a concept] to be
hard to remember or understand.

elusive [1'lusiv] adj. [of someone
or something that is] hard to find
or hard to catch. (Adv: elusively.)

elves ['clvz] plural of eLr.

embarrass [em 'ber os] tv. to make
someone feel ashamed or uncom-
fortable by making something vis-
ible or known in public.

emblazon something on(to) some-
thing [em 'ble zan...] 1. to deco-
rate something with something. 2.
to mark something with writing or
symbols that proclaim something.

emergency [1'mard3onsi] 1.7. a
time when urgent action is
needed; a dangerous situation that
must be taken care of at once.

2. the adj. use of (D).

emergency room [1 'mo d3on si
rum] n. the place in a hospital
where injuries and sudden ill-
nesses are cared for.

emotion [1'mo fon] 1. n. feeling—
other than with the physical
senses—or a show of feeling. (No
plural.) 2. n. a feeling, such as sad-
ness, joy, anxiety, etc.
—> LET ONE'S EMOTIONS SHOW

emperor ['emp & ro‘] n. someone,
especially a male, who rules an
EMPIRE.

emphases ['em {5 siz] plural of
EMPHASIS.

emphasis ['em fo sis] 1. n. impor-
tance that is placed on or given to
something. (No plural.) 2. n.,
irreg. something that has received
or should receive @). (Plural:
EMPHASES.) 3. n. increased loudness
or (voice) stress given to particu-
lar syllables, words, or phrases.
(No plural.)

emphasize ['em fosaiz] 1. tv. to
place special importance on some-
thing. 2. tv. to stress something,
especially a syllable, word, or
phrase.

empire ['em pair] n. a group of
countries ruled by an EMPEROR or
EMPRESS.

employ [em 'ploi] 1. tv. to hire
someone to do work for pay. 2. tv.
to use something for a particular
purpose.
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employable

employable [em 'plo1 o bal] adj.
suitable for employment. (Adv:
employably.)

employee [em 'plori] 7. someone
who works for a company or a
person for pay.

employer [em 'plo1 2] 7. a person
or company that employs people.

employment [em 'plor mont] 1. n.
the condition of holding a job. (No
plural.) 2. n. the work that one
does; one’s job. (No plural.)

empress ['em pros] n. a woman
who rules an EMPIRE.

empty ['emp ti] 1. adj. having
nothing or no one within; vacant.
(Comp: emptier; sup: emptiest.)
2. adj. without meaning; without
purpose; senseless. (Figurative on
Q@. Adv: emptily. Comp: emptier;
sup: emptiest.) 3. tv. to cause
something to be () by removing
all the contents. 4. iv. [for some-
thing] to become (@).
—> COME AWAY EMPTY-HANDED
—> GO AWAY EMPTY-HANDED

empty something out to remove or
pour out all of the contents from
something.

enact [en '&kt] 1. tv. to make a bill
into a law; to pass a law. 2. tv. to
perform a part in a play or a
movie; to act something out.

enclose [en 'kloz] 1. tv. to put
something in an envelope, box,
etc. 2. tv. to close something in on
all sides; to put walls up around
something.

enclosed [en 'klozd] 1. adj.
included in an envelope or a pack-
age. 2. adj. shut in on all sides;
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surrounded; having walls around
on all sides.

encore ['ap kor] 1. n. the perform-
ance of an additional piece of
music, or a repeat of a piece of
music, after the end of a concert,
at the demand of the audience.
2. adj. repeated.

encounter [en 'kaun ta] 1. tv. to
meet someone or something by
chance. 2. n. a meeting, especially
by chance.

encourage [en 'kor 1d3] tv. to give
someone the courage or confi-
dence to do something.

encouragement [en 'kar 1d3 mont ]
n. words or actions that encourage
someone. (No plural.)

end ['end] 1. n. the final stopping

point of a continuing process. (No

plural.) 2. n. the last part of some-

thing. 3. n. death. (A euphemism.)

4. n. a purpose; an intended out-

come; a result. 5. iv. to stop; to fin-

ish; to exist no longer. 6. tv. to

stop something; to finish some-

thing.

—> AT ONE'S WIT'S END

—> AT THE END OF ONE'S ROPE

—> AT LOOSE ENDS

—> BURN THE CANDLE AT BOTH ENDS

—> the BUSINESS END OF SOMETHING

—> CAN'T SEE BEYOND THE END OF ONE'S
NOSE

—> COME TO A BAD END

—> COME TO A DEAD END

—> COME TO AN END

—> COME TO AN UNTIMELY END

—> GET THE SHORT END OF THE STICK

—> GO OFF THE DEEP END

—> HOLD UP ONE'S END (OF THE BAR-
GAIN)

—> JUMP OFF THE DEEP END

—> JUMP OFF THE DEEP END (OVER
SOMEONE OR SOMETHING)
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engineer

— LIVE UP TO ONE'S END OF THE BAR-
GAIN
—> MAKE SOMEONE'S HAIR STAND ON END
—> MEET ONE'S END
—> NOT SEE FURTHER THAN THE END OF
ONE'S NOSE
—> PLAY BOTH ENDS (AGAINST THE MID-
DLE)
—> SEE THE LIGHT (AT THE END OF THE
TUNNEL)
— TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH
an end in itself something done
for its own sake; something that
needs no additional purpose for it
to be worthwhile.
the end of the line Go to the enp
OF THE ROAD.
the end of the road and the end
of the line 1. the end; the end of
the whole process. 2. death.
end something up to terminate
something; to bring something to
an end.
end up to come to an end.

end up at something to be at some-
thing or someplace at the end.

end up doing something to have to
do something one has tried to get
out of doing.

end up somehow to come to the
end of something in a particular
way.

end up something to become some-
thing at the end of everything.

end up with the short end of
the stick Go to GET THE SHORT END
OF THE STICK.

endless ['end las] adj. without end;
continuous; without stopping.
(Adv: endlessly.)

endurance [en 'dur ons] n. the
ability to keep going; the ability to
endure. (No plural.)

endure [en 'dur] 1. tv. to withstand
something; to put up with some-
thing; to tolerate something. 2. iv.
to last; to keep going.

enemy ['enomi] 1. n. an opponent
of someone or something; some-
one who fights against someone or
something. 2. n. a country that
another country fights against
during a war; an army that
another army fights against during
a war.

energy ['en > d3i] n. the power
needed to do something; the force
that powers people or machines.
(No plural.)

engage [en 'geds] 1. tv. to take up
someone’s time; to keep someone
busy. 2. tv. to obtain the services
of someone. 3. tv. to rent some-
thing or a place. 4. iv. [for me-
chanical parts] to move into
operating position with one
another.

engine ['en dzon] 1. n. a machine
that uses power from gas, electric-
ity, water pressure, steam, etc., to
create power or motion. 2. 1. a
powered train car that pulls or
pushes the other train cars; a loco-
motive.
— FIRE ENGINE
— JET ENGINE

engineer [en d3o 'nir] 1. 7. some-
one who drives a locomotive. 2. n.
someone who has training in a
branch of engineering. 3. tv. [for
(@)] to do the designing and plan-
ning of something, such as a
building, bridge, computer, auto-
mobile, etc.
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engrave something on(to) something

engrave something on(to) some-
thing to cut symbols into the sur-
face of something.

engrave something (up)on some-
thing 1. to cut letters or a design
into the surface of something.
2. to imprint something firmly on
someone’s mind.

enjoy [en 'd3o1] tv. to have some-
thing that is good; to feel fortunate
to have something; to take pleas-
ure in something.

enjoyment [en 'd3o1 mont] . joy;
pleasure; happiness. (Plural only
for types and instances.)

enlarge (up)on something to add
details to a report about some-
thing.

enlist someone in something to
recruit someone into something;
to recruit someone into the armed
services.

enormous [1 'nor mas] adj. huge;
large; very big. (Adv: enormously.)

enough [1 'naf] 1. adj. as much as
is needed; as much as is necessary;
adequate. 2. pron. a necessary
amount; an adequate amount.
3. adv. to an adequate degree.
(Follows an adjective or a verb.)
—> GET UP ENOUGH NERVE (TO DO SOME-
THING)
—> NOT KNOW ENOUGH TO COME IN
OUT OF THE RAIN
Enough is enough. That is
enough, and there should be no
more.

enough to go around enough to
serve all who have a need.

enroll Anp enrol [en 'rol] tv. to
sign someone up for a club,
school, or other group.

174

enrol(l) (in something) to become a
member of a club, school, or other
group.

ensure [en 'fur] tv. to make sure
that something happens; to make
something certain to happen.
(Compare this with INSURE.)

enter ['enta] 1. tv. togointo a
place; to come into a place. 2. tv.
to join something; to begin a
career or course of study. 3. tv. to
write down something in a jour-
nal, log, or record book. 4. tv. to
type data or other information
into a computer. 5. n. the key
labeled enter on a computer key-
board.

enter in something to enroll as a
participant in something, such as
a contest, competition, etc.

enter into something 1. to get into
something. 2. to join in some-
thing.

enter one’s mind to come to one’s
mind; [for an idea or memory] to
come into one’s consciousness; to
be thought of.

enter someone or something
in((to) something) to enroll
someone or something in some-
thing; to make someone or some-
thing a competitor in something.

enter (up)on something 1. to come
in at a particular point as marked
by something. 2. to begin some-
thing.

entertain [enta 'ten] 1. tv. to
amuse someone; to provide an
audience with amusement. 2. tv.
to provide guests or associates
with food, amusement, and hospi-
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equation

tality. 3. tv. to consider something;
to think about something.

entertainment [en t> 'ten mont]
n. amusement; an entertaining
performance. (A plural form is
rare.)

entire [en 'tara-] adj. whole;
including everyone or everything.
(Adv: entirely.)

entirety [en 'tair o ti] n. a state of
completeness.
—> IN ITS ENTIRETY
—> IN THEIR ENTIRETY

entomb someone or something in
something 1. to place someone or
something in a tomb. 2. to
imprison someone or some crea-
ture in a tomblike enclosure.

entrance 1. ['en trons] n. the right
to go into a place; the right to
enter a place. (No plural.) 2. ['en
trons] n. an instance of entering.
3. ['en trons] n. the way into a
room or place; the door to a room
or other place. 4. [en 'trens] tv. to
charm someone.

entrust someone or something
with someone or something [en
‘trast] 1. to charge someone or
some group with the care of some-
one or something. 2. to place
someone or something in the care
of someone or something.

entry ['entri] 1. n. going into a
place or a room. 2. 1. an entrance;
the way into a room or a place.

3. n. a piece of information or
data that is put into a computer,
journal, database, dictionary,
encyclopedia, or record book, or is
put on a list.

envelop [en 'vel op] tv. to wrap
around someone or something; to
completely cover someone or
something.

envelope ['en vo lop] 7. a paper
cover that letters and documents
are placed in for mailing.

environment [en 'vai arn mant] n.
the state and nature of the imme-
diate area.

the environment ». nature, includ-
ing the atmosphere, oceans, lands,
and all creatures. (No plural.
Treated as singular.)

envy ['envi] 1. 7. a negative,
greedy feeling toward someone
who has someone or something
that one wants. (No plural.) 2. tv.
to have a negative feeling toward
someone who has someone or
something that one wants.
— GREEN WITH ENVY

equal ['ikwal] 1. adj. the same as
someone or something; in the
same amount or degree. (Adv:
equally.) 2. tv. to be the same as
someone or something else; to
have the same amount or degree of
something as someone or some-
thing else. 3. 1. a person who is on
the same level as someone else—in
social standing, ability, rank, etc.

equality [1 'kwal o ti] 7. the condi-
tion of having the same amount or
degree of something as someone
or something else. (No plural.)

equalize ['i kwa laiz] rv. to cause
something to equal something
else.

equation [1'kwe 30n] n. a state-
ment showing that two amounts
are equal.
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equator

equator [1'kwet o] n. the imagi-
nary line around the middle of the
earth (or any planet) halfway
between the north and south
poles.

equip someone with something [1
'kwip...] to provide someone with
the necessary supplies or tools.

equip something with something to
provide something with additional
or needed parts or devices.

equipment [1 'kwip mont] 7.
things that are furnished or sup-
plied, especially the tools and sup-
plies needed to do a job. (No
plural. Number is expressed with
piece(s) of equipment.)

equivalent [1 'kwiv o lont] adj.
same; equal in level or degree.
(Adv: equivalently.)

erase [1'res] 1. tv. to remove some-
thing written or drawn in pencil,
ink, or chalk by rubbing it with an
eraser. 2. tv. to wipe something
clean by removing the writing—
especially chalk or pencil writ-
ing—on it. 3. tv. to remove
something completely. (Figurative
on(D.)

erase something from something to
delete or wipe something from
something.

eraser [1'res 3] n. a small rubber
object that erases pencil markings;
a rectangular block of felt that
rubs out chalk markings.

erect [1'rekt] 1. adj. standing
straight up in a vertical position.
(Adv: erectly.) 2. adj. upright;
straight up. 3. tv. to build some-
thing. 4. tv. to cause something to
stand in a vertical position.
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err [er, 2] iv. to make a mistake; to
be wrong.

errand ['er ond] n. a short trip to
do something useful or helpful.
— ON A FOOL'S ERRAND
— RUN AN ERRAND

error ['er 3] 1. n. a mistake; some-
thing that is wrong. 2. n. a bad
play by someone on a baseball
team.

erupt [1'rapt] 1. iv. [for a volcano]
to explode. 2. iv. [for anger, vio-
lence, arguments, etc.] to be
released suddenly.

erupt from something to burst out
of something or someplace.

erupt in something axp erupt
with something to develop a rash
on the skin.

erupt into something to become a
serious problem suddenly; to blow
up into something.

erupt with something Go to erupt
IN SOMETHING.

eruption [1'rap fon] 1. . an explo-
sion of a volcano; a flowing out of
material from a volcano. 2. n. a
bursting forth of anger, violence,
fighting, etc.

escalate into something to inten-
sify into something; to increase
gradually into something.

escalator ['es ko le ta] n. a moving
staircase that carries people to a
higher or lower floor of a building.

escape [¢ 'skep] 1. n. fleeing a
dangerous place, an enclosed
place, or a bad situation. (Plural
only for types and instances.) 2. iv.
to become free; to get away. 3. iv.
to leak from a container. 4. iv. to
elude being caught; to avoid being
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evade

caught. 5. tv. to (seem to) avoid
being seen, heard, remembered,
etc.
— AVENUE OF ESCAPE
— FIRE ESCAPE
especially [¢ 'spef o li] adv.
mainly; primarily; particularly.
essay ['es e] n. a written work
about a specific topic.

essence ['ss ans] 1. n. the most
important part of something; the
important features that make up
someone or something. 2. 7. a
perfume or similar substance.
— IN ESSENCE

establish [¢ 'steb I1f] 1. tv. to start
an organization; to found an
organization. 2. tv. to start some-
thing, such as a policy or plan.
3. tv. to place oneself or itself as
something or in a specific role.
(Takes a reflexive object.) 4. tv. to
prove something; to determine the
truth of something. (The object
can be a clause with THaT (7).)

establishment [¢ 'stzb Iif mont]
1. n. establishing something. (No
plural.) 2. n. a company or organi-
zation.

estate [c 'stet] 1. n. everything
that someone owns; the property
of someone who has just died.
2. n. a house and related buildings
set on a large piece of property.
— REAL ESTATE

esteem [e 'stim] n. opinion or
regard, favorable unless indicated
otherwise. (No plural.)

estimate 1. ['cst o mot] 7. a state-
ment that shows about how much
someone will charge to do a cer-
tain amount of work; an approxi-
mate calculation of an amount of

money, intended to represent the
final cost fairly closely. 2. n. ['est o
mot] a guess or projection. 3. ['est
o met] tv. to calculate how much
something will cost; to determine
an approximate amount of money.
(The object can be a clause with
THAT (7).) 4. ['est o met] tv. to
guess or project an outcome.

estimation [est o 'me [on] 7. one’s
opinion or judgment. (No plural.)

et cetera ['ct 'set o9ra] and other
similar things; and so forth; and
other things like those just named.
(Abbreviated as ETC.)

etc. an abbreviation of ET CETERA.

eternal [1't> nal] adj. without end-
ing; existing forever. (Adv: eter-
nally.)

eternity [1't> no ti] n. time with-
out beginning or end. (No plural.)

ethic ['¢0 1k] n. the body of morals
governing a person or a group.
(No plural.)

ethics 1. n. standards of right and
wrong within a society. (Treated as
plural, but not countable.) 2. n.
the study of the standards of right
and wrong; the study of morals.
(Treated as singular.)

ethnic ['e0 nik] adj. of or about a
particular variety, group, or sub-
group of people, such as divisions
according to race, language, coun-
try, etc. (Adv: ethnically [...1k li].)

euphemism ['jufomizom] n. a
word or phrase that replaces a less
polite or more harsh word or
expression.

evade [1 'ved] tv. to avoid doing
something; to avoid the conse-
quences of something.
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evaluate

evaluate [1'val juet] tv. to study
and make a judgment about the
value of someone or something.

evaluation [1val ju'e fon] 1. 1.
studying the worth, value, or sta-
tus of something. (Plural only for
types and instances.) 2. n. a judg-
ment or statement about the status
or quality of someone or some-
thing.

eve ['iv] n. the night or day before
an important day.

even ['ivon] 1. adj. smooth; not
rough; level; on the same level;
uniform. (Adv: evenly.) 2. adj. [of
anumber] able to be divided by 2
with nothing left over. (Adv:
evenly.) 3. adj. equal. (Adv:
evenly.) &. adv. still more; yet
more. (Used to make a compari-
son stronger.) 5. adv. more than
expected; in a way that would not
be expected. 6. tv. to smooth
something out; to make something
smooth; to make something level.
—> KEEP ON AN EVEN KEEL
—> KEEP SOMETHING ON AN EVEN KEEL

even something off to make some-
thing even or smooth.

even something out to make some-
thing even or level.

even something up to make some-
thing even, square, level, equal,
balanced, etc.

evening ['iv nig] 1. n. the last part
of the day; the period of the day
after the afternoon and before the
night. 2. the adj. use of (.

evenings adv. every evening; hap-
pening every (.

event [5 'vent] n. something that
happens; an occurrence.
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eventual [5 'ven tful] adj. at some
time in the future. (Adv: eventu-
ally.)

ever ['ev o] 1. adv. at any time.
(Used especially in negative sen-
tences, questions, and sentences
with if, and after comparatives
with than, after superlatives, or
after as.) 2. adv. always; forever.

every ['evri] 1. adj. all; each. (For
two people or things, use BOTH.)
2. adj. per; once during each unit.
3. adj. all possible.
—> HANG ON SOMEONE'S EVERY WORD
—> USE EVERY TRICK IN THE BOOK
— WITH EVERY (OTHER) BREATH

every inch a something anp every
inch the something completely;
in every way.

every inch the something Go to
EVERY INCH A SOMETHING.

every living soul every person.

every minute counts AxD every
moment counts time is very
important.

every moment counts Go to
EVERY MINUTE COUNTS.

every other person or thing every
second person or thing; alternat-
ing.

every Tom, Dick, and Harry
everyone, without discrimination;
ordinary people. (Not necessarily
males.)

everybody ['evribadi] pron. every
person; everyone.

everyday ['evride] 1. adj. hap-
pening every day. (Prenominal
only.) 2. adj. common; ordinary;
not special. (Compare this with

every day (adv.), meaning “each
day.”)
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excel

everyone ['ev ri won] pron. every
person; all; everybody. (Treated as
singular.)
— the MOMENT EVERYONE HAS BEEN
WAITING FOR

everything ['cv ri O1p] 1. pron.
each thing. 2. pron. the only thing
that is important; the only goal or
value.
—> DROP EVERYTHING
—> WITH EVERYTHING (ON IT)

everything but the kitchen sink
almost everything one can think
of.

everything from A to Z Go to
EVERYTHING FROM SOUP TO NUTS.

everything from soup to nuts
AND everything from A to Z
almost everything one can think
of. (The main entry is used espe-
cially when describing the many
things served at a meal.)

everything humanly possible
everything that is in the range of
human powers.

everywhere ['cv ri mer] adv. in all
places; in every location; at every
point.

evidence ['ev o dons] n. something
that proves a claim or statement.
(No plural.)

evil ['ival] 1. adj. very bad; capable
of doing very bad things. (Adv:
evilly.) 2. n. badness. (Plural only
for types and instances.)
— the LESSER OF TWO EvILS

evolution [evo'lu [an] 1. n. the
changes of something from an
early stage to a more advanced
stage. (No plural.) 2. n. the scien-
tific theory that all living creatures
developed from simpler forms of

life over millions of years. (No
plural.)

exact [1g 'zekt] adj. without mis-
takes; precise; completely correct.
(Adv: exactly.)

exact something from someone to
demand something from some-
one; to take something from
someone.

exactly [1g 'zakt li] 1. adv. pre-
cisely; accurately; only as
requested or ordered. 2. interj.
That is quite right!

exam [1g 'zem] 7. an EXAMINATION.

examination [1g zem 1 'ne [on]
1. n. examining, studying, or
observing someone or something.
(Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. n. a test; a series of
questions given to test someone’s
knowledge of a certain topic.
—> PHYSICAL EXAMINATION

examine [1g 'zem ] 1. tv. to look
at someone or something very
closely. 2. tv. to make a medical
study of the state of someone’s
body.
—> CROSS-EXAMINE SOMEONE

example [ig 'z&m pal] 1. n. some-
thing that clarifies what one is
talking about; a sample of what is
being talked about. 2. n. someone
or something that should be imi-
tated; a model.

exceed [ck 'sid] 1. tv. to go beyond
the limits of something; to surpass
the upper boundary of something.
2. tv. to surpass something.

excel [ek 'sel] iv. to do very well at
something; to be outstanding at
something.
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excellence

excellence ['ck solons] 7. a supe-
rior quality; the best quality possi-
ble; an extremely good quality.
(No plural.)

excellent ['ek solont] adj. supe-
rior; extremely good; outstanding;
of very high quality. (Adv: excel-
lently.)

except [ek 'sept] tv. to exclude
someone or something; to omit
someone or something. (Compare
this with Accepr.)

except for someone or something
1. other than someone or some-
thing; besides someone or some-
thing; not including someone or
something. 2. were it not for
someone or something; if some-
one or something were different.

excess 1. ['ck ses] n. the amount
that is over a certain limit or
boundary; the part of something
that is too much. (No plural.)
2. ['ek ses] adj. extra; beyond the
proper limit; beyond what is
needed.
—> DRINK TO EXCESS

excesses [ek 'ses os] n. spending
for expensive things; wasting
money by spending it on things
that cost a lot of money.

excessive [ek 'ses 1v] adj. extra;
beyond the proper limit; beyond
what is needed; too much. (Adv:
excessively.)

exchange [eks 'tfend3] 1. 1v. to
trade something for something
else; to trade someone for some-
one else. 2. n. an instance of giv-
ing someone something for
something else; an instance of
trading something for something
else. 3. n. a conversation; a short
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dialogue. 4. n. a place where
things, such as stocks, are bought
and sold. 5. n. a particular part of
the telephone switching system,
represented in the United States by
the first three digits of a local tele-
phone number.

excite [ck 'sart] tv. to interest or
stimulate someone or something.

excitement [ck 'sait mont] 7. the
feeling of great interest, eagerness,
and stimulation. (A plural form is
rare and is not countable.)
—> a RIPPLE OF EXCITEMENT

exciting [ck 'sar tip] adj. causing
excitement; very interesting; stim-
ulating. (Adv: excitingly.)

exclaim [ck 'sklem] tv. to shout
something; to say something with
strong feeling. (The object is a
clause with THAT (7).)

exclamation [ek sklo 'me fon] . a
loud statement; a statement made
with strong feeling or emotion.

exclamation point [ek sklo 'me
[on point] n. a punctuation mark
(1) written at the end of a word,
phrase, or sentence that is an
exclamation.

exclude someone or something
from something to leave someone
or something out of something; to
leave someone or something off a
list.

excrement ['ck skro mont] n. feces;
solid waste from the bowels. (No
plural.)

excuse 1. [ek 'skjus] n. a reason
that attempts to explain or justify
something that is wrong. 2. [ek
'skjuz] tv. to forgive someone for
bad manners; to pardon someone.
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expand into something

3. [ek 'skjuz] tv. to give someone
permission to leave.

excuse oneself to make polite
apologies or explanations before
leaving a place.

execute ['eks o kjut] 1. tv. to do
something as ordered; to carry out
something; to perform an act.
2. tv. to kill someone as a punish-
ment; to punish someone with
death. 3. tv. to make a document
effective as of a certain date by
signing it.

execution [eks o 'kju [on] 1. n. the
doing of something; the carrying
out of an order. (No plural.) 2. n.
the killing of someone as a pun-
ishment.

executive [eg 'zek jotv] 1. n.
someone who manages an organi-
zation in business or government.
2. adj. in the manner of @); firm
and authoritative. 3. adj. of or
about the branch of government
that manages, but not the
branches that make laws and run
the courts.

exempt [eg 'zempt] 1. tv. to free
someone from a duty or obliga-
tion. 2. adj. free from a duty or
obligation.

exempt someone from something
to release someone from the obli-
gation to do something; to allow a
person not to be affected by a rule
or law.

exercise ['ck sa-saiz] 1. n. active
use of the muscles of the body.
(No plural form in this sense.)
2. n. a specificact of ). 3.n. a
question or problem designed to
train someone in problem solving.

4. n. an activity designed to

train someone for a military task.
5. tv. to actively use one or more
muscles or areas of the body.

6. tv. to actively use something,
such as a power, right, privilege,
or option. 7. iv. to be physically
active in order to strengthen the
heart and muscles or to lose
weight.

exhale [eks 'hel] 1. iv. to breathe
out; to push air out from the
lungs. 2. tv. to breathe air or
smoke out of the body.

exhaust [eg 'zost] 1. n. steam, gas,
or vapor that is the waste product
of burning. (No plural.) 2. tv. to
use up all of someone’s or some-
thing’s resources or energy. 3. tv.
to cause someone to become very
tired.

exist [eg 'zist] 1. iv. to be; to be in
reality. 2. iv. to last through time;
to continue to be. 3. iv. to manage
to live with only the minimum of
physical needs met.

existence [eg 'zis tons] 1. n. being;
the condition of actually being or
existing. (No plural.) 2. n. living;
continuing to be; a way of living.
(No plural.)
— IN EXISTENCE

exit ['eg zit] 1. n. the way out, espe-
cially from a place or room. 2. n.
the roadway leading off a highway.
3. n. leaving someplace, especially
a stage. 4. iv. to leave [a place, such
as a stage or a highway]. 5. tv. to
leave a place.

expand into something to grow
into something; to enlarge into
something.
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expand something into something

expand something into something
to enlarge something into some-
thing; to make something grow
into something.

expand (up)on something to add
detail to a report about something.

expect [k 'spekt] tv. to anticipate
the arrival of something; to antici-
pate the birth of a baby; to antici-
pate that something will happen.
(The object can be a clause with
THAT (7).)

expect to do something to think
that one will do something.

expecting (a child) pregnant.

expedition [k sp1 'di [on] 7. a
trip; a journey; a specific course of
travel to a certain place.
—> GO ON A FISHING EXPEDITION

expel [ek 'spel] 1. tv. to force
someone or something out of a
place. 2. tv. to order that someone
not attend a school, usually
because of bad behavior or bad
grades; to end someone’s member-
ship in an organization.

expense [ck 'spens] n. the amount
of money that a product or service
costs; an item of cost, asin a
budget.

expensive [ek 'spen s1v] adj. cost-
ing a lot of money; high-priced;
costly. (Adv: expensively.)

experience [ek 'spirions] 1. 7.
knowledge gained from remem-
bering past events and the results
of one’s actions during those
events; skills gained from living
one’s life. (No plural.) 2. n. some-
thing that happens to someone;
an event that gives someone (D).
3. tv. to learn about something
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by being involved in it when it
happens; to feel or encounter
something.

experiment [ek 'sper o mont] 1. 1.
a test that is carried out to prove
an idea or theory or show that it is
wrong. 2. iv. to try something in
order to find out about it.

experiment (up)on someone or
something to use someone or
something as the subject of an
experiment.

expert ['ck spat] 1. n. someone
who is an authority on something;
someone who knows a lot about
a certain topic. 2. adj. having a
lot of knowledge or skill. (Adv:
expertly.)

explain [ek 'splen] 1. tv. to make
something easier to understand; to
talk in detail about something; to
make something clear. 2. tv. to
give an excuse for something. (The
object can be a clause with THAT
@)

explain something away to explain
something so that it is no longer a
problem.

explanation [ek spls 'ne fon] n.
information that makes something
easier to understand; a descrip-
tion. (Plural only for types and
instances.)

explode [ck 'splod] 1. iv. to blow
up, as with a bomb; to burst. 2. iv.
to get very angry. (Figurative on
@@.) 3. tv. to cause something to
EXPLODE as in (D).

explore [k 'splor] 1. tv. to study
and examine a place that has not
been examined before. 2. tv. to
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external

examine or consider a plan or idea
carefully. (Figurative on (1).)

explosion [k 'splo 3on] 7. a loud,
violent burst; an act of exploding;
the blowing up of something.

export 1. ['ek sport] #. a product
that is shipped to another country;
a product that is sold to another
country. 2. ['ek sport] the adj. use
of (@). 3. [ek 'sport] v. to ship a
product to another country for
sale; to sell a product in another
country.

exposure [ek 'spo 32:] 1. n. show-
ing something to the public; show-
ing something that was hidden.
(Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. n. attention given to
someone or something by news-
papers, television, magazines, etc.
(No plural.) 3. n. a section of film
[used in photography] that will
produce a single image.

express [ck 'spres] 1. tv. [for
someone] to put a thought or idea
into words; to speak about an idea.
2. tv. [for someone] to convey a
feeling or emotion through words,
signs, gestures, or writing.
3. tv. [for something] to indicate
something; to show something.
4. adj. [of transportation] travel-
ing without stopping or with
fewer stops. 5. adj. of or about a
rapid means of shipment or
delivery.

express one’s anger to allow a
release or expression of anger,
such as through angry words, vio-
lence, or talk.

expression [ek 'spre [on] 1. n. the
look on one’s face that indicates
how one feels. 2. n. the process

of expressing oneself in some
way. 3. 1. a phrase or clause that
is used to express an idea; an
idiom.

extend [ck 'stend] 1. tv. to stretch
something, making it longer. 2. tv.
to make something last longer in
time. (Figurative on (1).) 3. tv. to
present an offer; to utter an offer
or a wish. 4. iv. to increase in
length. 5. iv. to spread out in all
directions. 6. iv. to continue in
space or time.

extend across something to spread
across something.

extension [ek 'sten [on] 1. 1.
something that is added to some-
thing to make it longer or larger;
an additional part. 2. n. extra time
given beyond a deadline. 3. . an
electric cord that acts to extend
the distance between an electric
receptacle and the device that
needs to be plugged in. (Short for
EXTENSION CORD.)

extension cord [ck 'sten [on
'kord] n. alength of electrical cord
with a plug on one end and a
receptacle on the other. (Can be
shortened to EXTENSION.)

extent [ck 'stent] n. the distance or
degree to which something
extends or reaches; the degree to
which something is covered or
accounted for.

exterior [ck 'stiria] 1. n. the out-
side of something. 2. the adj. use
of (.

external [ek 'starnal] 1. adj. out-
side; outer. (Adv: externally.) 2.
adj. coming from the outside;
being affected by someone or
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extinct

something on the outside. (Adv:
externally.)

extinct [ek 'stipkt] 1. adj. [of a
plant or animal species that is] no
longer in existence. 2. adj. [of a
volcano] no longer capable of
erupting.

extra ['ek stra] 1. adj. more or
greater than is expected; more or
greater than usual; additional.

2. adv. more than usual; addition-
ally. 3. n. an actor who is hired to

be part of the background or part

of a crowd.

— GO THE EXTRA MILE

extreme [ek 'strim] 1. adj. to the
greatest degree; to the furthest
point possible in any direction;
furthest. (Adv: extremely.) 2. n.
one of two things that are as
far apart from each other as
possible.

eye ['a1] 1. n. one of the two organs

of sight; an EveBALL. 2. 1. the ring

of color on someone’s eye; the

iris. 3. tv. to glance at or look at

someone or something; to watch

someone or something. (The

present participle is eying or

eyeing.)

—> ABLE TO DO SOMETHING WITH ONE'S EYES
CLOSED

—> the APPLE OF SOMEONE'S EYE

—> a BIRD'S-EYE VIEW

—> CATCH SOMEONE'S EYE

—> CRY ONE'S EYES OUT

—> EAGLE EYE

—> FEAST ONE'S EYES (ON SOMEONE OR
SOMETHING)

—> GET A BLACK EYE

—> GET SOMEONE'S EYE

—> GET STARS IN ONE'S EYES

—> GIVE SOMEONE A BLACK EYE

—> GIVE SOMEONE THE EYE

—> HAVE EYES BIGGER THAN ONE'S
STOMACH
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—> HAVE EYES IN THE BACK OF ONE'S
HEAD

—> HAVE SOMEONE'S EYE

—> HIT SOMEONE (RIGHT) BETWEEN THE
EYES

—> HIT THE BULL'S-EYE

—> IN ONE'S MIND'S EYE

—> IN THE PUBLIC EYE

—> IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE

—> KEEP AN EYE OUT (FOR SOMEONE OR
SOMETHING)

—> KEEP ONE'S EYE ON THE BALL

—> KEEP ONE'S WEATHER EYE OPEN

— ONE'S EYES ARE BIGGER THAN ONE'S
STOMACH.

—> OUT OF THE CORNER OF ONE'S EYE

—> PULL THE WOOL OVER SOMEONE'S EYES

—> PUT SOMEONE'S EYE OUT

—> SEE EYE TO EYE (ABOUT SOMETHING)

—> SEE EYE TO EYE ON SOMETHING

—> TURN A BLIND EYE TO SOMEONE OR
SOMETHING

—> WITH THE NAKED EYE

—> WITHOUT BATTING AN EYE

eye of the storm 1. the center of
a hurricane or other major storm.
2. the center of a problem; the
center of a commotion or a
disturbance.

eyeball ['a1 bol] 7. the round part
of the eye that sits in the socket.
(The same as eve (1).)

eyeball-to-eyeball person-to-
person; face-to-face.

eyebrow ['a1 brau] n. the curved
ridge of hair on one’s forehead,
just above the eye.
—> CAUSE (SOME) EYEBROWS TO RAISE
—> RAISE SOME EYEBROWS

eyeful ['a1 ful] the full vision of a
shocking or surprising sight.
—> GET AN EYEFUL (OF SOMEONE OR
SOMETHING)

eyeglasses ['a1 glas oz] n. two
lenses held together by a frame
and worn in front of the eyes
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eyewitness

to improve vision. (Treated as
plural. Usually shortened to
GLASSES.)

eyelash ['arle[] n. one of the
many small, thin hairs that grow
on the edge of the eyelid.

eyelid ['a1 lid] . the fold of skin
that moves over the eye.

eyewitness ['a1 'wit nos] 7. some-
one who sees an event happen;
someone who sees an accident or
crime take place.
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F Go to FAHRENHEIT.

fable ['fe bol] 1. n. a story that
teaches a lesson, often using ani-
mals as the characters of the story.
2. n. a lie; a story about an event
that did not really happen.

fabric ['f&b rik] n. material or cloth
made by weaving threads together.
(Plural only for types and
instances.)

fabricate ['fxbriket] 1. tv. to
build something. 2. tv. to make up
a story or a lie; to invent an excuse.
(Figurative on @).)

face ['fes] 1. n. the front part of the

head from the hair to the chin.

2. n. alook; an expression; the way

someone’s (1) looks. 3. n. the front

part or surface of something. 4. tv.

to look at someone or something

or toward a particular direction.

5. tv. to deal with someone or

something. 6. tv. to cover the front

part of something or the edges of

something with a decoration.

— (AS) PLAIN AS THE NOSE ON ONE'S
FACE

—> CAN'T SEE ONE'S HAND IN FRONT OF
ONE'S FACE

—> CUT OFF ONE'S NOSE TO SPITE ONE'S
FACE

—> FALL FLAT (ON ONE'S FACE)

—> FLY IN THE FACE OF SOMEONE OR SOME-
THING

—> HAVE EGG ON ONE'S FACE

—> KEEP A STRAIGHT FACE

—> LOSE FACE

—> MAKE A FACE

—> NOT SHOW ONE'S FACE

—> PUT ON A BRAVE FACE

—> SLAP IN THE FACE

—> STARE SOMEONE IN THE FACE

—> TAKE SOMEONE OR SOMETHING AT FACE
VALUE

—> TALK UNTIL ONE IS BLUE IN THE FACE
—> TELL ONE TO ONE'S FACE

face off 1. to begin a hockey game
with two players facing one
another. 2. to prepare for a con-
frontation.

face someone down to make a
face-to-face stand with someone
who eventually backs down.

face the music to receive punish-
ment; to accept the unpleasant
results of one’s actions.

face toward someone or something
to look toward someone or some-
thing or toward a particular direc-
tion; to be directed toward a
particular direction.

face up (to someone or something)
to confront with courage someone
or something representing a threat
or an unpleasantness.

facilities n. a bathroom; a rest-
room. (Euphemistic. Treated as
plural, but not countable.)

facility [fo 'sil o ti] n. something—
especially a building or equip-
ment—built, provided, or
established for a specific purpose;
a building or site used by a com-
pany for its business, especially for
a factory or offices. (Often plural.)

fact ['fekt] n. something that is
true; something that really hap-

pened.

—> GET THE FACTS STRAIGHT
—> GROUNDED IN FACT

— IN FACT

—> KNOWN FACT

factor ['fzk ta:] n. one of a number
of elements that contribute to a
result.
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fairy

factory ['fexk tori] n. a building
where products are made, usually
with machines.

faculty ['fek ol ti] 1. n. the teachers
at a school, college, or university,
as a group. 2. n. a skill; an ability,
especially a mental ability. 3. the
adj. use of ).

fad ['feed] n. a very popular thing
that everyone does or has for a
short period of time.

fade ['fed] 1. iv. to lose color; to
become pale; to become less
bright. 2. iv. to become weak; to
lose energy. (Figurative on (1).)
3. tv. to cause something to lose
color or become pale as in (D).

fade away into something to
diminish into something.

fade down [for sound] to dimin-
ish.

Fahrenheit ['feronhart] 1. 7. a
system of measuring temperature
that is not metric. (No plural.
From Gabriel Fahrenheit, a Ger-
man physicist who invented the
Fahrenheit scale.) 2. the adj. use of
@@. (Follows DEGREE(S). Abbrevi-
ated F.)

fail ['fel] 1. tv. not to succeed at
something, especially a course or
an examination in school. 2. tv. to
give a student a grade that means
failure. 3. tv. not to help someone;
to let someone down. 4. iv. [for
part of a person’s body] to become
weak; [for something] to stop
working; [for something] not to
succeed. 5. iv. [for a business] not
to succeed. 6. iv. not to succeed in
a task that one has tried to do; not
to pass a school course.

failure ['fel jo] 1. n. failing; not
succeeding. (Plural only for types
and instances.) 2. n. someone
whose life has had almost no suc-
cess.

faint ['fent] 1. adj. barely notice-
able; dim; not clear. (Adv: faintly.
Comp: fainter; sup: faintest.)
2. adj. [of someone] temporarily
weak or dizzy; [of someone] about
to pass out. (Adv: faintly. Comp:
fainter; sup: faintest.) 3. iv. to pass
out; to lose consciousness.
—> DAMN SOMEONE OR SOMETHING WITH

FAINT PRAISE

fair ['fer] 1. n. a yearly event held in
a town, state, or county. 2. adj.
just; honest; giving good judg-
ments; not favoring one thing or
person over another. (Adv: fairly.
Comp: fairer; sup: fairest.) 3. adj.
[of skin or hair] very light in
color. (Adv: fairly. Comp: fairer;
sup: fairest.) 4. adj. [of someone]
having light hair or skin as in 3®).
(Comp: fairer; sup: fairest.) 5. adj.
considerable; ample. (Adv: fairly.)
6. adj. not too bad; pretty good;
adequate. (Adv: fairly. Comp:
fairer; sup: fairest.)
—> ONE'S FAIR SHARE

fair game someone or something
that it is quite permissible to
attack.

fair-weather friend a person who
is one’s friend only when things
are going well for one. (When
things go badly, this person will
desert one.)

fairy ['feri] n. a small mythical
being that looks human, does
magic, and sometimes has wings.
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faith

faith ['fe0] 1. n. a strong belief in
something that cannot be proved;
a strong belief in someone or in a
god. (No plural.) 2. n. a particular
religion. 3. n. loyalty; trust. (No

plural.)
— IN BAD FAITH
—> TAKE SOMETHING ON FAITH

faithful ['fe0 ful] adj. loyal.

fake ['fek] 1. tv. to make a copy of
something with the purpose of
deceiving someone. 2. tv. to pre-
tend to do something or have
something in order to deceive
someone. 3. n. something that is
made to take the place of an origi-
nal in order to deceive someone.
4. n. someone who is a fraud.
5. adj. false; not genuine; made in
order to deceive someone.

fall ['fol] 1. iv., irreg. to drop to a
lower level from a higher level.
(Past tense: FELL; past participle:
FALLEN.) 2. iv., irreg. to lose power;
to be defeated. (Figurative on (@).)
3. v, irreg. [for vision] to aim
downward. 4. iv., irreg. to go from
a standing position to a lying posi-
tion in one quick movement; to
collapse. 5. iv., irreg. [for an event]
to happen on a particular day of
the week or in a particular month
of the year. 6. n. the autumn; the
season between summer and win-
ter. 7. n. suddenly going from a
standing position to a lying posi-
tion. 8. n. a decrease; a drop; a
lowering. 9. n. the collapse of a
political unit; a defeat, especially
when at war.

—> BREAK SOMEONE'S FALL
—> RIDING FOR A FALL
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fall apart to break into pieces; to
disassemble. (Both literal and fig-
urative uses.)

fall back to move back from some-
thing; to retreat from something.

fall back on(to) someone or some-
thing 1. to fall backwards onto
someone or something. 2. to
begin to use someone or some-
thing held in reserve. (Figurative.)

fall behind (in something) anp
fall behind (on something);
fall behind (with something);
get behind (in something);
get behind (on something);
get behind (with something) to
lag behind schedule in some kind
of work or some other scheduled
activity.

fall behind (on something) Go to
FALL BEHIND (IN SOMETHING).

fall behind (with something) Go
tO FALL BEHIND (IN SOMETHING).

fall between two stools to come
somewhere between two possibili-
ties and so fail to meet the require-
ments of either.

fall by the wayside Go to brop By
THE WAYSIDE.

fall down to drop or topple.

fall down on the job to fail to do
something properly; to fail to do
one’s job adequately.

fall (down) to something to fall or
drop to something below.

fall flat (on one’s face) anp fall
flat (on its face) to be com-
pletely unsuccessful.

fall foul of someone or something
to do something that annoys or
offends someone or something; to
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familiar

do something that is contrary to
the rules.

fall from grace to cease to be held
in favor, especially because of
some wrong or foolish action.

fall ill to become ill.

fall in to form a line and stand at
attention. (Military. Often a com-
mand.)

fall in love (with someone or
something) to become enamored
of someone or something.

fall in(to) line (with someone or
something) 1. to get into a line
with other people or a group. 2. to
behave in a manner similar to
someone or something. (Figura-
tive.)

fall in(to) place to fit together; to
become organized.

fall in(to step) to get into the same
marching pattern as everyone else
as regards which foot moves for-
ward. (Everyone should be moving
the same foot forward at the same
time.)

fall off to decline.

fall off ((of) something) to drop or
slip off of something.

fall outside something to be
beyond someone’s power, respon-
sibility, or jurisdiction.

fall over to topple over and fall
down.

fall over backwards (to do some-
thing) to go to great extremes to
do something; to endure all sorts
of trouble to do something. (Figu-
rative.)

fall over someone or something to
stumble over someone or some-
thing.

fall short (of something) 1. to lack
something; to lack enough of
something. 2. to fail to achieve a
goal.

fall through [for something, such
as plans] to fail.

fall to to begin doing something.

fall to pieces 1. to break into
pieces. 2. to become emotionally
upset. (Figurative.)

fall to someone or something to
become the responsibility of
someone or a group.

fall upon someone (to do some-
thing) to become someone’s
responsibility to do something.

fallen ['fol on] past participle of
FALL.

fallow ['fel o] adj. [of land] not
farmed for a period of time, usu-
ally in order to help replenish the
soil with nutrients.
—> LIE FALLOW

falls . a waterfall. (Treated as plu-
ral.)

false ['fols] 1. adj. not true; wrong;
incorrect. (Adv: falsely. Comp:
falser; sup: falsest.) 2. adj. not
loyal; not faithful. (Adv: falsely.
Comp: falser; sup: falsest.) 3. adj.
not real; artificial; fake. (Comp:
falser; sup: falsest.)
—> LULL SOMEONE INTO A FALSE SENSE OF

SECURITY

fame ['fem] . the quality of being

very well known. (No plural.)

familiar [fo 'mil jo] 1. adj. known;
well known; common. (Adv:
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familiar with someone or something

familiarly.) 2. adj. friendly; overly
friendly. (Adv: familiarly.)
— HAVE A FAMILIAR RING

familiar with someone or some-
thing having a good knowledge of
someone or something.

family ['feem (9) 1i] 1. 1. a group of

people related to each other. 2. n. a

mother, father, and one child or
more; a parent and one child or
more. 3. n. a group of things that
are related in some way or share

common features, such as animals,

plants, languages, etc. 4. the adj.
use of (), @, or (3.
—> RUN IN THE FAMILY

famine ['fam on] 7. a period of
time when there is little or no
food.

famous ['fe mos] adj. very well
known.

fan ['fen] 1. n. someone who
admires someone or something
very much. (A shortening of
FANATIC.) 2. 7. a device or machine
used to move air in order to cool

fancy ['fen si] 1. adj. elegant; styl-

ish; nicely decorated. (Adv: fancily.
Comp: fancier; sup: fanciest.) 2. n.

the imagination; the ability to cre-
ate imaginative ideas or images.

3. n. something that is imagined; a
notion.

—> FLIGHT OF FANCY

—> FOOTLOOSE AND FANCY-FREE

—> STRIKE SOMEONE'S FANCY

—> TICKLE SOMEONE'S FANCY

fang ['fep] n. a long, sharp tooth.
fantasy ['fen tosi] n. interesting

thoughts and visions in the mind,
somewhat like a dream. (Plural
only for types and instances.)

far ['far] 1. adj., irreg. more distant;

not as close as something else.
(Comp: FARTHER OT FURTHER; sup:
FARTHEST OI FURTHEST.) 2. adv., irreg.
at or to a distant time or place; a
long way away in time or space.
(Comp: FARTHER OT FURTHER; sup:
FARTHEST OT FURTHEST.) 3. adv.
much; many; a lot. (Used before a
comparative such as more, less, or
longer.)

someone or something. 3. tv. to —> AS FAR AS IT GOES

move air onto something.
—> BE A FAN OF SOMEONE

fan out (from someplace) to
spread or move outward from a
particular area in the shape of a
fan.

faraway look a~p far-off look an
appearance on one’s face of having
one’s mind in another place.

fare ['fer] 1. n. the amount of
money required to ride a bus,
train, plane, subway, taxi, etc. 2. n.
the food that is served at a meal.
(No plural.)

farewell [fer 'wel] 1. 5. an act of
leaving and saying good-bye.
2. the adj. use of (). 3. interj.
good-bye.

fan something out to spread some-
thing out so that all parts can be
seen better.

fan the flames (of something) to
make something more intense; to
make a situation worse.

fanatic [fo 'nzt 1k] #. someone
who is too eager about and
devoted to someone or something.

farm ['farm] 1. n. a parcel of land
used to grow crops or to raise ani-
mals. 2. tv. to work on the land to
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fastener

make it grow plants, especially
food; to plow land. 3. iv. to grow
crops and raise animals as a living.
4. the adj. use of ).

farm someone out to send some-
one (somewhere) for care or
development.

farm something out 1. to deplete
the fertility of land by farming too
intensely. 2. to make money by
renting out land or buildings. 3. to
send work to someone to be done
away from one’s normal place of
business; to subcontract work.

farmer ['far ma+] n. someone who
grows crops and raises animals on
afarm.

far-off look Go to FARAWAY LOOK.

fart ['fart] 1. iv. to release gas from
the bowels through the anus.
(Potentially offensive. The topic
and the word are not heard in
polite company. Use with cau-
tion.) 2. n. the sound or odor of
the release of gas from the bowels.
3. n. a stupid and annoying per-
son.

farther ['far 02] 1. adj. more dis-
tant in space or time. (One of the
comparative forms of FAR, along
with FURTHER.) 2. adv. more distant
in space or time. (One of the com-
parative forms of FaR, along with
FURTHER.)

farthest ['far dost] adj. the most
distant in space or time. (One of
the superlative forms of Far, along
with FURTHEST.)

fashion ['fe fon] 1. n. the current,
typical styles of dress or behavior
within a society. (Plural only for
types and instances.) 2. n. the

manner or way in which some-
thing is done; a method. (No plu-
ral.) 3. tv. to form or shape
something; to form something by
hand.

— IN FASHION

fast ['fest] 1. adv. quickly; rapidly.
(Comp: faster; sup: fastest.) 2. adv.
tight(ly); without moving;
securely. 3. adj. quick; rapid;
speedy; not slow. (Comp: faster;
sup: fastest.) &. adj. [of a clock or
watch] showing a time that is later
than the real time. (Comp: faster;
sup: fastest.) 5. iv. to go without
food. 6. 1. a period of time when
someone does not eat, for reli-

gious, health, or political reasons.

—> (AS) FAST AS ONE'S FEET WOULD
CARRY ONE

—> @ HARD-AND-FAST RULE

—> MAKE FAST WORK OF SOMEONE OR SOME-
THING

— PLAY FAST AND LOOSE (WITH SOMEONE
OR SOMETHING)

—> THICK AND FAST

fasten ['fason] 1. tv. to tie, lock,
or hook something closed. 2. tv. to
attach something to someone or
something.

fasten something up to close some-
thing up, using buttons, a zipper,
snaps, hooks, a clasp, or other
things meant to hold something
closed.

fasten (up)on someone or some-
thing 1. to take firm hold of some-
one or something. 2. to fix one’s
attention on someone or some-
thing. (Figurative.)

fastener ['fas on 2] n. a device
that secures or fastens something
shut.
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faster and faster

faster and faster at an increasing
rate of speed; fast and then even
faster.

fastidious [fz 'stidios] 1. adj.
hard to please; choosing carefully.
(Adv: fastidiously.) 2. adj. prefer-
ring cleanliness and orderliness.
(Adv: fastidiously.)

fat ['fxt] 1. n. animal tissue filled
with oil. (Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. n. loose flesh filled
with @. (No plural.) 3. adj. over-
weight; having too much (2. (Adv:
fatly. Comp: fatter; sup: fattest.)
— KILL THE FATTED CALF
—> LIVE OFF THE FAT OF THE LAND

fat chance very little likelihood.
(Informal.)

fate ['fet] 1. n. a force that is said
to control what happens. (Plural
only for types and instances.) 2. n.
the destiny of someone or some-
thing; what will happen to some-
one or something. 3. tv. [for D] to
determine what happens to some-
one or something. (Usually pas-
sive.)
—> LEAVE ONE TO ONE'S FATE

father ['fa 32+] 1. n. the male par-
ent of a child. (Also a term of
address. Capitalized when written
as a proper noun.) 2. n. the inven-
tor of something; the founder of
something; the leader of some-
thing. (Figurative on (1).) 3. tv.
[for a male creature] to fertilize an
egg, which will lead to the devel-
opment of a child.

fatigue [fo 'tig] 1. n. a state of
being very tired from too much
mental or physical work. (No plu-
ral.) 2. tv. to tire someone or
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something; to make someone or
something tired.

fatten ['fzt n] 1. tv. to cause some-
one or something to grow larger.
2. tv. to increase the size or value
of an offer. (Figurative on (@).)

fatten someone or something up
(with something) to use some-
thing to make someone or some
creature fat.

fatty ['fet ] adj. full of or contain-
ing fat. (Comp: fattier; sup:
fattiest.)

faucet ['fos 1t] n. a device that con-
trols the flow of water or some
other liquid from a pipe or con-
tainer; a tap.

fault ['folt] 1. n. a personal short-
coming; a flaw in someone’s per-
sonality. 2. n. the responsibility for
causing something bad to happen.
(No plural.) 3. n. a crack in the
surface of the earth.

faulty ['fol ti] adj. flawed; incor-
rect; having an error or mistake.
(Adv: faultily. Comp: faultier; sup:
faultiest.)

favor ['fe va] 1. n. a state of being
valuable or worthy in someone
else’s view. (No plural.) 2. n. an act
of kindness; something nice that is
done for someone else. 3. tv. to
prefer someone or something; to
like someone or something at the
expense of someone or something
else. 4. tv. to support someone or
something; to support an issue, a
plan, a theory, an option, etc. 5. tv.
to expect someone or something
to win.

— RULE IN FAVOR OF SOMEONE OR
SOMETHING
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federal

favor someone or something with
something to provide someone or
something with something benefi-
cial or special.

favorite ['fev (o) rit] 1. adj. pre-
ferred over every other choice;
liked better than everything or
everyone else. 2. n. someone or
something that is preferred over
every other choice; someone or
something that is liked better than
everyone or everything else.

fax ['faks] 1. n. a machine that

sends an exact copy of a piece of
paper to another machine, over
telephone lines. 2. n. something
that has been sent or received by
way of (). 3. the adj. use of @) or
@. 8. tv. to send a document to
someone by using (.

fear ['fir] 1. n. the feeling of being
afraid; the feeling of being in dan-
ger. (Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. 7. a specific source
of (1) and the feeling caused by
that source. 3. tv. to be afraid of
someone or something. 4. tv. to
feel that something unpleasant is
the case or may happen. (Often
used as a polite way of expressing
regret that one must say some-
thing unpleasant. The object is a
clause with THAT (7).)
—> FOR FEAR OF SOMETHING

feast ['fist] 1. n. alarge meal, espe-
cially one for a special occasion; a
banquet. 2. iv. to eat a lot of food,
often in the company of others,
especially as part of a celebration.

feast one's eyes (on someone or
something) to look at someone or
something with pleasure, envy, or
admiration. (As if such visions

provided a feast of visual delight
for one’s eyes.)

feat ['fit] n. a remarkable accom-
plishment; an act or deed that
shows skill or talent.

feather ['fed 2] n. one of many
hard stems bearing soft fibers that
cover the body of a bird.
—> (AS) LIGHT AS A FEATHER
—> IN FINE FEATHER
—> MAKE THE FEATHERS FLY
—> RUFFLE ITS FEATHERS
—> RUFFLE SOMEONE'S FEATHERS

a feather in one’s cap an honor; a
reward for something.

feather one's (own) nest 1. to
decorate and furnish one’s home
in style and comfort. (Birds line
their nests with feathers to make
them warm and comfortable.)
2. to use power and prestige to
provide for oneself selfishly.

feature ['fit[2] 1. n. an important
aspect of something; a quality of
something that stands out. 2. n. a
part of the face. 3. n. a special
article in a newspaper; an impor-
tant news story. 4. tv. to present or
focus on an important element of
something. 5. tv. to present some-
one special as an actor in a movie,
play, or television show.

February ['feb ruer 1] Go to MONTH.

feces ['fi siz] n. excrement; animal
waste. (From Latin. Treated as
plural, but not countable.)

fed ['fed] past tense and past par-
ticiple of FEED.

federal ['fed (o) ral] 1. adj. of or
about the organization of a group
of states. (Adv: federally.) 2. adj. of
or about the United States govern-
ment. (Adv: federally.)
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fee

fee ['fi] n. money that is paid in
exchange for a service or privilege.

feeble ['fi bal] adj. weak; frail;
lacking force; lacking strength.
(Adv: feebly. Comp: feebler; sup:
feeblest.)

feed ['fid] 1. tv,, irreg. to nourish
someone or something with food;
to give food to someone or some-
thing. (Past tense and past partici-
ple: FED.) 2. tv., irreg. to supply
something without stopping; to
provide something without stop-
ping. (Figurative on (.) 3. n. food
that is given to animals, especially
on a farm. (Plural only for types
and instances.)
— BITE THE HAND THAT FEEDS ONE
—> SPOON-FEED SOMEONE

feed off (of) something to eat
something in particular customar-
ily.

feed (up)on someone or something
to eat someone or something.

feel ['fil] 1. tv., irreg. to touch
someone or something. (Past tense
and past participle: FeLt.) 2. tv.,
irreg. to experience or sense being
touched by someone or some-
thing. 3. tv., irreg. to receive infor-
mation by touching. 4. tv., irreg. to
experience an emotion; to experi-
ence something in one’s mind.
(The object can be a clause with
THAT (7).) 5. tv., irreg. to consider
something; to have an opinion
about something. (The object is a
clause with THAT (7).) 6. iv., irreg.
to experience [an emotion]; to
experience [something in one’s
mind]. 7. n. a kind of shape or tex-
ture that is sensed by touching.
(No plural.)
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—> GET THE FEEL OF SOMETHING

feel a glow of something a feeling
of contentment, happiness, satis-
faction, peace, etc.

feel for someone to feel the emo-
tional pain that someone else is
feeling; to empathize or sympa-
thize with someone.

feel like a million (dollars) to
feel well and healthy, both physi-
cally and mentally; to feel like
something unbelievably good.

feel like a new person to feel
refreshed and renewed, especially
after getting well or getting
dressed up.

feel like doing something to want
to do something; to be in the
mood to do something.

feel out of place to feel that one
does not belong in someplace or
situation.

feel out of something to feel alien-
ated from something.

feel someone out (about someone
or something) to find out what
someone thinks about someone or
something.

feel something in one’s bones axp
know something in one’s bones
to sense something; to have an
intuition about something.

feel the pinch to have money
problems; to experience hardship
because of having too little money.
(Informal.)

feel up to something to feel like
doing something; to feel well
enough to do something.

feeler ['fil>+] 1. n. an antenna; a
part of the body of an insect or
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fence something in

shellfish that is used for touching
or sensing. 2. #. an inquiry or sug-
gestion that is made to determine
what other people are thinking or
feeling.

feeling ['filig] 1. n. sensation pro-
duced by touching something or
by being touched by something;
the ability to feel things. (No plu-
ral.) 2. n. a sensation that is a
response to touch, pressure, heat,
cold, or pain. 3. n. an emotion.
4. n. an idea based on what one
feels or suspects.
— GUT FEELING
—> HAVE MIXED FEELINGS (ABOUT SOME-

ONE OR SOMETHING)

feet ['fit] plural of Foor.
—> (AS) FAST AS ONE'S FEET WOULD
CARRY ONE
—> the BALLS OF ONE'S FEET
— DRAG ONE'S FEET
—> FIND ONE'S FEET
—> GET A LOAD OFF ONE'S FEET
—> GET BACK ON ONE'S FEET
— GET COLD FEET
—> GET ONE'S FEET ON THE GROUND
—> GET ONE'S FEET WET
—> GET TO ONE'S FEET
—> HAVE FEET OF CLAY
— KEEP ONE'S FEET ON THE GROUND
—> LET GRASS GROW UNDER ONE'S FEET
—> ON ONE'S FEET
—> SET ONE (BACK) ON ONE'S FEET
—> SET ONE ON ONE'S FEET AGAIN
—> SIT AT SOMEONE'S FEET
—> STAND ON ONE'S OWN TWO FEET
— TAKE A LOAD OFF ONE'S FEET
— THINK ON ONE'S FEET
—> THROW ONESELF AT SOMEONE'S FEET

fell ['fel] past tense of FALL.
—> AT ONE FELL SWOOP
—> IN ONE FELL SWOOP

fellow ['fcl o] 1. #. a man; a male.
2. n. a position of rank or status at
a school or university, usually
without teaching responsibilities.

(For either sex.) 3. adj. similar;
alike; sharing a common interest
or occupation. (For either sex.
Prenominal only.)

fellowship ['felo fip] 1.7.a
group; a social organization. (Not
restricted to males.) 2. n. friendly
discussion and activity with other
people; friendship. (No plural.)
3. n. money that is given to an
advanced student to pay for
schooling.

felt ['felt] 1. past tense and past
participle of FEeL. 2. n. a thick
cloth made of pressed fibers.
(Plural only for types and
instances.) 3. adj. made of ).

female ['fi mel] 1. adj. of or about
women or girls; of or about ani-
mals of the sex that can bear
young or lay eggs. 2. n. a woman; a
girl; an animal of the sex that
bears young or lays eggs.

feminine ['fem o nin] 1. adj. of or
about the characteristics of
women; of or about the qualities
of women. (Adv: femininely.)
2. adj. of or about the one of the
three grammatical genders that is
neither masculine nor neuter.

fence ['fens] n. a barrier that
encloses a space to keep people or
things from coming into or leav-
ing that space.
—> MEND (ONE'S) FENCES
—> SIT ON THE FENCE

fence someone or something off
(from something) to separate
someone or something from
something with a fence or barrier.

fence something in to enclose some
creature or something within a
fence or barrier.
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fend someone or something off

fend someone or something off to
hold someone or something off; to
fight someone or something off.

fender ['fen da] n. a part of a vehi-
cle’s body that forms a protective
shield over a wheel.

ferryboat ['feri 'bot] n. a boat that
takes cars and people across a river
or a lake.

fertile ['f>t ol] 1. adj. able to
reproduce or develop new life eas-
ily. (Adv: fertilely.) 2. adj. [of soil]
rich in (plant) food that helps
reproduction and growth. (Adv:
fertilely.) 3. adj. creative; able to
produce good ideas. (Figurative
on (D). Adv: fertilely.)

fertilize ['f> tolaiz] 1. tv. to pro-
vide nutrients to the land so that
crops will grow well. 2. tv. [for a
male reproductive cell] to join
with a female reproductive cell;
[for a male’s sperm] to join with a
female’s ovum (egg). 3. tv. to
cause a male reproductive cell to
join with a female reproductive
cell, as in (2.

fervor ['for va] n. passion; excite-
ment; strong emotion. (No plural.)

festive ['fes tiv] adj. merry; excit-
ing; like a celebration; joyous.
(Adv: festively.)

fetch ['fet[] 1. tv. to bring some-
thing to someone; to go some-
where and get something for
someone. 2. tv. [for something] to
bring in a certain amount of
money when sold.

fever ['fi vat] n. a state of sickness
where the temperature of the body

rises above normal.
—> RUN A FEVER
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feverish ['fi va- 1f] 1. adj. having a
higher body temperature than
normal. (Adv: feverishly.) 2. adj.
excited and fast; restless. (Figura-
tive on (). Adv: feverishly.)

few ['fju] adj. not many; a smaller
number than expected. (Used with
items that can be counted. Com-
pare this with urTLE. Used without
a. Comp: fewer; sup: fewest.)
—> DROP SOMEONE A FEW LINES
—> PRECIOUS FEW

a few 7. a small number [of those
items previously mentioned].
(Treated as plural. Use a little for
things that cannot be counted.)

fiber ['far ba] 1. . one of many
threads, strands, or rigid cellular
structures that form many plant,
animal, and artificial substances.
2. n. edible plant FiBers as in ().
(Plural only for types and
instances.)

fiction ['fik fon] 1. n. literature
that is written about imaginary
events and not about real events.
(No plural.) 2. #n. information that
is not true but instead has been
created by someone. (Plural only
for types and instances.)

fiddle ['fid 1] 1. n. a violin. (Infor-
mal.) 2. iv. to play .
—> (AS) FIT AS A FIDDLE
—> PLAY SECOND FIDDLE (TO SOMEONE)
fiddle around (with soumcone or soue-
THING) to toy with or play around
with someone or something.

fiddle while Rome burns to do
something trivial or nothing at all
while something disastrous hap-
pens. (From a legend that the
emperor Nero played the lyre
while Rome was burning.)
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fighting chance

field ['fild] 1. n. a large area of land
used for a specific purpose, such
as growing crops, raising cattle,
playing certain sports, fighting a
battle, landing airplanes, etc. 2. n.
an area of knowledge; an area of
study.
— COME OUT OF LEFT FIELD
— OUT IN LEFT FIELD
— PLAY THE FIELD

field questions to answer a series
of questions, especially from
reporters.

fierce ['firs] adj. violent; cruel;
untamed; wild. (Adv: fiercely.
Comp: fiercer; sup: fiercest.)

fifteen ['fif 'tin] 15. Go to FOUR.

fifteenth ['fif 'tin8] 15th. Go to
FOURTH.

fifth ['fif0] 1. 5th. Go to FOURTH.
2. n. 20 percent of a full gallon of
liquor.

fiftieth ['fif ti 00] 50th. Go to
FOURTH.

fifty ['fif ti] 50. Go to FoRTY.

fig ['fig] n. a soft, sweet fruit with
many seeds.

fight ['fart] 1. n. a struggle; a bat-
tle. 2. tv,, irreg. to battle someone;
to make combat against someone.
(Past tense and past participle:
FOUGHT.) 3. iv,, irreg. to do battle;
to argue.

fight against someone or some-
thing to battle against someone or
something.

fight back (at someone or some-
thing) to defend oneself against
someone or something; to retaliate
against someone or something.

fight (one's way) back to some-
thing to struggle to return to
something or someplace.

fight one's way out of something
to struggle to get out of something
or someplace.

fight (one’s way) through some-
thing 1. to struggle to get through
something; to struggle to pene-
trate something. 2. to struggle to
work through all of something.

fight someone or something down
to fight against and defeat some-
one or something.

fight someone or something ham-
mer and tongs anp fight some-
one or something tooth and nail;
go at it hammer and tongs; go
at it tooth and nail to fight
against someone or something
energetically and with great deter-
mination. (These phrases are old
and refer to fighting with and
without weapons.)

fight someone or something tooth
and nail Go to FIGHT SOMEONE OR
SOMETHING HAMMER AND TONGS.

fight something down 1. to strug-
gle to hold something back; to
struggle to keep from being over-
whelmed by something. 2. to
struggle to swallow something; to
fight to get something down one’s
throat.

fight something through (some-
thing) to force something through
some sort of procedure or process.

fighting chance a good possibility
of success, especially if every
effort is made.
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figurative on

figurative on [of a word or
phrase] based on some other,
more literal, word or phrase.

figure ['fig jo] 1. n. a human body;
the form of a human body. 2. n. a
person, usually well known or
important. 3. n. a digit; one of the
numbers from 0 to 9. 4. n. a total;
a sum; an amount. 5. n. a chart or
diagram in a book that explains
information in the text. 6. tv. to
consider something; to believe
something. (The object is a clause
with THAT (7).)
— IN ROUND FIGURES

figure on something to plan on
something; to count on doing
something.

figure someone or something
in((to) something) to include
someone or something into the
total.

figure someone or something out
to come to understand someone or
something; to solve something
such as a puzzle, a riddle, or a
mystery.

figure something up to add up the
amount of something.

file ['fail] 1. n. a metal tool that is
scraped over rough surfaces to
make them smooth and even. 2. n.
a folder or other container used
for holding and storing papers in
an organized way. 3. n. the papers
within (2); the information con-
tained in (2). 4. 7. a COMPUTER FILE;
a unit of data or information in
digital form, such as is stored on a
floppy disk or disk drive. 5. tv. to
smooth something with @). 6. tv.
to organize papers by putting
them into the appropriate (2); to
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put a piece of paper in the appro-
priate 2). 7. iv. to move in a line,
going into or out of a place.
—> COMPUTER FILE

file in((to) something) [for a line of
people] to move into something or
someplace.

file out (of something) [for a line
of people] to move out of some-
thing or someplace.

file something away to put some-
thing away, usually in a file folder
or file cabinet; to keep something
in one’s memory.

fill ['f1l] 1. tv. to provide what is
requested; to supply a product
when it is requested; to meet
someone’s demand for something.
2. iv. to become full.
—> GET ONE'S FILL OF SOMEONE OR

SOMETHING

fill in (for someone or something)
to substitute for someone or some-
thing; to take the place of someone
or something.

fill out to become full; to gain
weight.

fill someone in (on someone or
something) to tell someone the
details about someone or some-
thing.

fill someone’s shoes to take the
place of some other person and do
that person’s work satisfactorily.

fill something in 1. to add material
to an indentation, hole, etc., to
make it full. 2. to write in the
blank spaces on a paper; to write
on a form.

fill something out to complete a
form by writing in the blank
spaces.
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find someone innocent

fill something (up) 1. to put some-
thing into a container or a place
until there is no more room to put
anything else in. 2. to take up all
available space or time; to occupy
all available space or time.

fill the bill a~p fit the bill to be
exactly the thing that is needed.

fill up 1. to become full. 2. to fill
one’s gas tank. (Informal.)

film ['film] 1. n. the material that
photographs or movies are
recorded on. (Plural only for types
and instances.) 2. 7. a movie; a
motion picture. 3. #. a thin layer
of something; a coating. 4. tv. to
record someone or something on
(@ in a particular place or manner.

filter ['fil t2] 1. n. a device that
strains fluids or gases to separate
solids from them; a device that
cleans a fluid or gas that passes
through it. 2. tv. to pass a sub-
stance through (.

filth ['f110] n. grime; dirt that is dif-
ficult to clean off. (No plural.)

filthy ['f1l 6i] the adj. form of FiLTH;
dirt and grime.

fin ['fin] 1. n. a flat organ—like a
small fan—on a fish that allows it
to control its movement in the
water. 2. n. one of a pair of rubber
or plastic shoes with flat projec-
tions, used by divers to move
themselves through the water.

final ['farnal] 1. adj. last; at the
end; ultimate. (Adv: finally.) 2. n.
the last examination in a school
course. (Often plural, referring to
the last examinations in all of
one’s courses for the term or
semester.)

— GET THE FINAL WORD

final fling the last act or period of
enjoyment before a change in one’s
circumstances or lifestyle.

find ['faind] 1. tv., irreg. to discover
or locate someone or something
that one was looking for. (Past
tense and past participle: FOUND.)
2. tv,, irreg. to recover something;
to discover something. 3. tv., irreg.
to decide that someone or some-
thing has a certain quality; to con-
sider someone or something to be
a certain way. (The object can be a
clause with THAT (7).)

find for someone or something [for
ajury or a judge] to announce a
decision in favor of one side of a
case.

find it in one’s heart (to do some-
thing) to have the courage or com-
passion to do something.

find one’s feet to become used to a
new situation or experience.

find one’s or its way somewhere
1. [with one’s; for someone] to
discover the route to a place.
2. [with ifs; for something] to end
up in a place. (This expression
avoids accusing someone of mov-
ing the thing or things to the
place. In the plural, their way is
used.)

find one’s own level to find the
position or rank to which one is
best suited.

find someone guilty anp find
someone innocent to decide guilt
or innocence and deliver a verdict
in a court of law.

find someone innocent Go to FinD
SOMEONE GUILTY.
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find something out

find something out to learn some-
thing; to learn information.

fine ['famn] 1. n. an amount of
money that must be paid as a pun-
ishment; a penalty. 2. adj. accept-
able or suitable; very good;
excellent. (Adv: finely. Comp:
finer; sup: finest.) 3. adj. of high
quality; very delicate and of high
quality. (Adv: finely. Comp: finer;
sup: finest.) 4. adj. not coarse;
consisting of small particles; in the
form of a powder. (Adv: finely.
Comp: finer; sup: finest.) 5. adj.
very thin; very small. (Adv: finely.
Comp: finer; sup: finest.) 6. adv.
well; nicely; excellently. 7. tv. to
charge someone or something an
amount of money as a punishment
or penalty.
—> CUT SOMETHING (TOO) FINE
—> GO OVER SOMETHING WITH A FINE-
TOOTH COMB
— IN FINE FEATHER
— SEARCH SOMETHING WITH A FINE-
TOOTH COMB

a fine kettle of fish a real mess;
an unsatisfactory situation.

finger ['fip go] n. one of the five

extensions or digits at the end of

the hand.

—> GET ONE'S FINGERS BURNED

—> HAVE ONE'S FINGER IN THE PIE

—> HAVE ONE'S FINGER IN TOO MANY PIES

—> LAY A FINGER ON SOMEONE OR SOME-
THING

—> POINT THE FINGER AT SOMEONE

—> TWIST SOMEONE AROUND ONE'S LITTLE
FINGER

—> SLIP THROUGH SOMEONE'S FINGERS

—> WORK ONE'S FINGERS TO THE BONE

fingernail ['fip g nel] n. the hard,
flat covering at the end of each
finger.
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fingerprint ['fip g print] n. the
light, oily mark left by the ridges
on the skin of one’s fingers.

fingertip ['f1p go tip] n. the end of
a finger.
—> HAVE SOMETHING AT ONE'S FINGERTIPS

finish ['fin1f] 1. rv. to bring some-
thing to an end; to complete or
conclude something. 2. tv. to use
all of something; to eat or drink all
of something. 3. tv. to cover some-
thing made out of wood with a
protective coat of varnish, paint,
or something similar. 4. iv. [for
someone] to reach the end of
doing something. 5. n. the end;
the conclusion; the final part of
something. 6. 7. a protective coat-
ing of paint, varnish, lacquer, or
stain on a wooden surface; a pro-
tective coating on any surface.

finish someone or something up to
finish doing something to some-
one or something.

finish something off to eat or drink
up all of something; to eat or
drink up the last portion of some-
thing.

finish up to complete the doing of
something.

fire ['fai] 1. n. heat, flames, and
light made by burning something.
(Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. n. an area of burn-
ing with (). 3. n. passion; strong
emotion; fervor. (Figurative on (0.
No plural.) 4. n. the shooting of
weapons; the noise made by shoot-
ing guns. (No plural.) 5. tv. to get
rid of an employee; to end some-

one’s employment.
— ADD FUEL TO THE FIRE
—> CATCH FIRE
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first come, first served

—> CAUGHT IN THE CROSS FIRE
—> HANG FIRE
—> HAVE TOO MANY IRONS IN THE FIRE
—> KEEP THE HOME FIRES BURNING
—> ON FIRE
—> OUT OF THE FRYING PAN INTO THE
FIRE
—> PLAY WITH FIRE
—> SET THE WORLD ON FIRE
—> UNDER FIRE
fire a gun to shoot a gun; to dis-
charge a gun.

Fire away! Begin to do something.
(Often refers to speaking or asking
questions.)

fire engine ['fai>end3in] n. a
truck that carries water and hoses
to put out fires.

fire escape ['fai>oskep] 1.7. a
special exit from a building in case
the building catches fire. 2. . a
special metal staircase attached to
the outside of a building, used as
an escape route in case of FIRE ().

fire (something) back at someone
or something to shoot a gun back
at someone or something,

firecracker ['far> krek o] n. a
small device that explodes when
set afire, making a lot of noise.

firefighter ['fai> fait 2] n. some-
one who is trained to put out fires
and rescue people.

firefly Go to LiGHTNING BUG.

fireplace ['fai> ples] n. a place in a
house or building where a fire can
be built to provide heat.

fireproof ['faiz: pruf] 1. adj. not
able to catch fire; hard to burn.
2. tv. to make something so it is
able to resist to fire.

firing on all cylinders working at
full strength; making every possi-

ble effort. (From an internal com-
bustion engine.)

firm ['fam] 1. adj. solid; hard.
(Adv: firmly. Comp: firmer; sup:
firmest.) 2. adj. not easily moved;
steady. (Adv: firmly. Comp:
firmer; sup: firmest.) 3. adj. final
and not to be changed. (Adv:
firmly. Comp: firmer; sup:
firmest.) 4. n. a company; a busi-
ness.

firm something up 1. to make
something more stable or firm.
2. to make a monetary offer for
something more appealing and
definite.

firm up 1. to become more stable
or viable; to recover from or stop a
decline. (Figurative.) 2. to develop
better muscle tone; to become less
flabby.

first ['fst] 1. adj. before every-

thing or everyone else; at the

beginning. (The ordinal number

for oNE. Adv: firstly.) 2. adv. before

anything else; before another

event. 3. adv. never having hap-

pened before. 4. n. someone or

something that is the (@) thing or

person. (No plural.)

—> CAST THE FIRST STONE

—> GET TO FIRST BASE (WITH SOMEONE OR
SOMETHING)

—> LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT

—> OF THE FIRST WATER

—> REACH FIRST BASE (WITH SOMEONE OR
SOMETHING)

first and foremost first and most
important.

first come, first served [of a situ-
ation in which] the first people to
arrive will be served first.
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first name

first name ['fast 'nem] 7. one’s
name, given at birth and—in
English—placed before one’s sur-
name.

first of all the very first thing;
before anything else. (Similar
expressions, second of all or third
of all, are said but do not make a
lot of sense.)

first thing (in the morning)
before anything else in the morn-
ing.

First things first. The most impor-
tant things must be taken care of
first.

first-aid kit ['fost 'ed kit] n. a box
that holds medicine, bandages,
and other useful things to take
care of someone in an emergency.

firsthand ['f>st 'hend] 1. adj.
direct; coming from the source
directly; witnessed. 2. adv.
directly; from the source.

fish ['fif] 1. n., irreg. any of various
animals without legs that live
underwater and typically have fins
and scales. (Plural: fish unless
referring to a number of species.)
2. n. the meat of (1) used as food.
(No plural.) 3. iv. to try to catch

—> a FINE KETTLE OF FISH

—> GO ON A FISHING EXPEDITION

—> HAVE OTHER FISH TO FRY

—> LIKE A FISH OUT OF WATER

—> NEITHER FISH NOR FOWL

—> THERE ARE PLENTY OF OTHER FISH IN
THE SEA.

— TUNA (FISH)

fish for a compliment to try to
get someone to pay one a compli-
ment. (As if one were tempting
someone to utter a compliment.)
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fish in troubled waters to involve
oneself in a difficult, confused, or
dangerous situation, especially
with a view to gaining an advan-
tage.

fish or cut bait either do the job
you are supposed to be doing or
quit and let someone else do it.
(Refers to fishing or moving aside
and preparing the bait for others
more active in the task of fishing
to use.)

fish someone or something out (of
something) to pull someone or
something out of something or
someplace.

fish something up (out of some-
thing) to pull or hoist something
out of something.

fish tank ['f1f teegk] 7. an aquar-
ium; a container for holding fish
or other creatures, usually with
water.

fishbowl ['f1f bol] 1. a container
that fish are kept in; a small aquar-
ium. (See also FISH TANK.)

fisherman ['{1f > mon] n., irreg.
someone who catches fish for a
living; a man who fishes. (Plural:
FISHERMEN.)

fishermen ['fif 2 man] plural of
FISHERMAN.

fishhook ['fif huk] 7. a sharp hook
used to catch fish.

fist ['fist] n. the hand with the fin-
gers closed tightly.
—> HAND OVER FIST

fit ['fit] 1. iv, irreg. to be the right
size for something. (Past tense and
past participle: fif or fitted.) 2. tv.,
irreg. to suit someone or some-
thing; to be matched to someone
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flame

or something. 3. tv., irreg. [for
something] to be the right size for
someone or something. 4. tv.,
irreg. to make something match
something else in some way.
5. adj. suitable; having the things
that are needed. (Adv: fitly. Comp:
fitter; sup: fittest.) 6. adj. healthy;
in good condition. (Comp: fitter;
sup: fittest.) 7. n. the way that
something FITs as in @).
— (AS) FIT AS A FIDDLE

fit for a king totally suitable; suit-
able for royalty.

fit in((to) something) [for some-
thing] to be a suitable size to go
into something.

fit like a glove to fit very well; to
fit tightly or snugly.

fit someone or something in((to)
something) to manage to place
someone or something into some-
thing.

fit someone or something out (for
something) to equip someone or
something for something; to outfit
someone or something for some-
thing.

fit someone to a T Go to suIT somEoNE
TOAT.

fit something on((to) something) to
manage to place something onto
something.

fit the bill Go to FiLL THE BILL.

five ['farv] 1. 5. (See Four for more
information.) 2. n. a BiLL (3) or
NoTE (3) worth 5 dollars.

fix ['fiks] 1. tv. to repair something;
to make something work again.
2. tv. to make something firm; to
place something firmly into some-
thing. 3. tv. to prepare food or

drink. 4. tv. to choose a date and
time; to determine a date, time, or
place.

fix someone or something up to
rehabilitate someone or some-
thing.

fix someone’s wagon to punish
someone; to get even with some-
one; to plot against someone.

fix something over to redo some-
thing; to redecorate something.

fixings ['fiks 1pz] all the condi-
ments that accompany a certain
kind of food.
—> WITH ALL THE FIXINGS

flag ['fleeg] 1. n. a piece of cloth of
a certain color pattern that repre-
sents a country, state, city, school,
or organization, or is used as a sig-
nal. 2. iv. to become tired; to
weaken.

flag someone or something down
to show a signal or wave, indicat-
ing that someone or something
should stop.

flagpole ['fleg pol] . a pole on
which a flag is mounted or
attached.

flake ['flek] n. a loose piece of
something; a bit of something; a
thin, light piece of something.

flake off to fall off in thin, loose
pieces.

flame ['flem] 1. n. a tongue of fire;
a segment of yellow, white, blue,
or red light that shoots out from a
fire. 2. n. an angry e-mail message.
3. tv. to criticize someone sharply
in a message on the Internet.
(Slang.)
— ADD FUEL TO THE FLAME
— BURN WITH A LOW BLUE FLAME
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flame up

—> FAN THE FLAMES (OF SOMETHING)
—> GO UP IN FLAMES

flame up 1. [for something] to
catch fire and burst into flames.
2. [for a fire] to expand and send
out larger flames.

flammable ['fleem 5 bal] adj.
INFLAMMABLE; likely to catch fire;
easily set on fire. (Adv:
flammably.)

flap ['flep] 1. n. a cover, placed
over an opening, that is hinged or
attached at one end. 2. iv. to move
back and forth, as with the move-
ment of birds’ wings. 3. tv. to
move something back and forth,
as with the movement of birds’
wings.

flare ['fler] 1. n. a bright flame.
2. n. something that provides a
bright light, used as a signal or as a
warning of danger.

flare up 1. [for something] to
ignite and burn. 2. [for a fire] to
expand rapidly. 3. [for a disease]
to get worse suddenly. 4. [for a
dispute] to break out or escalate
into a battle.

flare up (at someone or something)
to lose one’s temper at someone or
something.

flash ['fl&[] 1. n. a quick, strong
burst of light. 2. iv. to give off a
burst of light for a brief moment.
3. tv. to make something give off a

burst of light for a brief moment.
—> IN A FLASH

flash back (on someone or some-
thing) to provide a glimpse of
someone or something in the past.
(In films, literature, and televi-
sion.)
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a flash in the pan someone or
something that draws a lot of
attention for a very brief time.

flashlight ['flee[ lait] 7. a small,
portable light that typically uses
batteries for power.

flat ['flet] 1. adj. [of a surface]
level, even, and smooth. (Adv:
flatly. Comp: flatter; sup: flattest.)
2. adj. having lost air; not filled
with air. (Adv: flatly. Comp: flat-
ter; sup: flattest.) 3. adj. stable; not
moving higher or lower. (Comp:
flatter; sup: flattest.) 4. adj. dull;
not exciting. (Adv: flatly. Comp:
flatter; sup: flattest.) 5. adj.
[sounding a musical sound] lower
in pitch than what something is
supposed to be. (Adv: flatly.
Comp: flatter; sup: flattest.) 6. n.
an apartment. 7. n. a note that is
one-half step lower in pitch than a
natural note. 8. 7. a tire with no
air in it. (Short for FLAT TIRE.)
—> (AS) FLAT AS A PANCAKE

—> FALL FLAT (ON ONE'S FACE)
—> IN NOTHING FLAT

flat broke completely broke; with
no money at all.

flat tire ['flet 'tara] n. a tire that
does not have enough air. (Can be
shortened to FLAT.)

flatten someone or something
(out) to make someone or some-
thing flat.

flavor ['fle va] 1. n. a specific taste;
the way something tastes. 2. n.
something that is added to a food
to give it a specific taste. 3. n. a
special quality or characteristic.

flaw ['fl5] n. a fault; a defect; an
indication of damage.
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flirt

flea ['fli] n. a tiny insect that lives
on an animal’s skin, sucking blood
and eating dead skin.

fled ['fled] past tense and past par-
ticiple of FLEE.

flee ['fli] 1. tv,, irreg. to escape
from danger. (Past tense and past
participle: FLED.) 2. iv,, irreg. to
run quickly away from something
or toward something.

flesh ['flef] 1. n. the soft part of
the body covered by skin; meat.
(No plural.) 2. n. the soft part of a
fruit or vegetable that can be
eaten. (No plural.)
— IN THE FLESH

flesh and blood 1. a living human
body, especially with reference to
its natural limitations; a human
being. 2. the quality of being alive.
3. one’s own relatives; one’s own
kin.

flesh out to become more fleshy.

flesh something out (with some-
thing) to make the frame or skele-
ton of something complete; to add
detail to the basic framework of
something.

flew ['flu] past tense of Frv.

flexible ['flek so bal] 1. adj. able to
bend easily; not rigid. (Adv: flexi-
bly.) 2. adj. able to be changed;
able to serve a number of pur-
poses. (Figurative on (). Adv:
flexibly.)

flick something off to turn some-
thing off, using a switch.

flick something off ((of) someone
or something) to brush or knock a
speck of something off of some-
one or something.

flick something on to turn some-
thing on, using a switch.

flicker ['flik 2] 1. n. alight or
flame that is not steady; a light or
flame that wavers. 2. n. a short
burst of energy or excitement that
dies out quickly. (Figurative on
@.) 3. iv. to burn unsteadily; to
burn as a flame.

flicker out [for a flame] to dwin-
dle, little by little, until it goes out.

flight ['flart] 1. n. flying; flying
through the air. (Plural only for
types and instances.) 2. . running
away from someone or something;
an escape from danger. (No plu-
ral.) 3. n. a set of stairs.
—> IN FLIGHT

flight of fancy an idea or sugges-
tion that is out of touch with real-
ity or possibility.

fling ['flig] n. a throw; a toss, espe-
cially to get rid of something.
—> FINAL FLING

fling something off (of oneself)
1. to yank something off of one-
self hastily. 2. to pull or take off
an article of clothing.

flip ['flip] 1. n. a throw that tosses
something into the air; a tossing
action that moves something. 2. n.
akind of jump where one turns
one’s body in the air. 3. tv. to cause
something to turn about or spin
through the air.

flip through something to go
quickly through the leaves of a
book, magazine, etc., page by
page.

flirt ['flo+t] n. someone who tries to
attract someone’s attention
romantically or sexually.
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flirt (with someone)

flirt (with someone) to behave in a
way that gets someone’s atten-
tion—with romance in mind.

flirt with the idea of doing some-
thing to think about doing some-
thing; to toy with an idea; to
consider something, but not too
seriously.

float ['flot] 1. iv. to remain on top
of water or a liquid; to stay above
water. 2. iv. to hover; to remain in
the air. (Figurative on (@).) 3. tv. to
release something so it can move
asin (D).

float a loan to get a loan; to
arrange for a loan.

flock in((to) someplace) to move
into someplace in crowds.

flock together to gather together
in great numbers. (Typically said
of birds and sheep.)

flood ['flad] 1. n. a large amount of
water lying on land that is nor-
mally dry. 2. n. a powerful surge of
water moving over the land. 3. n. a
large amount of something. (Figu-
rative on (2).) 4. tv. to cover an
area with water; to cover some-
thing with water. 5. iv. to spill or
overflow with great volumes of
water; to become covered with a
great amount of water.

flood in(to something) to pour into
something. (Both literally, with
water, and figuratively.)

flood out (of something) to pour
out of something or someplace.

flood someone or something out
(of something) [for too much
water] to force someone or some-
thing to leave something or some-
place.
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floor ['flor] 1. n. the surface of a
room that is walked on; the inside
bottom surface of a room. 2. n.
one level of a building; a story.

—> WALK THE FLOOR

floppy disk ['flap i 'disk] n. a
round, flat, magnetic computer
storage device that can be moved
from computer to computer.

florist ['flor 1st] n. someone who
arranges and sells flowers for a liv-
ing.

flour ['flav 2] n. a powder made
from grinding wheat, corn, or
other grain, used in cooking.
(Compare this with FLower. Plural
only for types and instances.)

flow ['flo] 1. n. the movement of
running water; the movement of a
fluid. (No plural.) 2. n. the even
and ordered movement of things
in a series. (No plural. Figurative
on (1).) 3. iv. to move like running
water; to move smoothly along a
route. 4. iv. to move easily and in
an orderly fashion.

flow in(to something) to course
into something; to pour into
something. (Both literal and figu-
rative.)

flow out (of something) 1. to
course or pour out of something.
2. to issue forth from something.

flower ['flav 2] 1. n. a plant that
produces blossoms. 2. n. a blos-
som; the brightly colored petals of
a plant. 3. iv. to bloom; [for a
plant] to produce (.

flown ['flon] past participle of Fy.

the flu [...'flu] n. influenza; a dis-
ease like a very bad cold. (Plural
only for types and instances.)
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focus

fluent ['flu ont] adj. able to speak,
read, write, or understand a lan-
guage as well as a native speaker of
that language. (Adv: fluently.)

fluffy ['flafi] adj. soft, light, and
airy. (Adv: fluffily. Comp: fluffier;
sup: fluffiest.)

fluid ['flu1d] 1. 7. aliquid or a gas;
a substance that can flow. (Techni-
cally, a gas is a fluid.) 2. adj. mov-
ing freely; flowing freely as with a
liquid or a gas. (Adv: fluidly.)

flush ['fIaf] 1. 7. an act of releasing
water to cleanse a toilet bowl.
2. tv. to clean something, espe-
cially a toilet bowl, with a stream
of water.

flush something away to wash
something unwanted away.

flush with something 1. even with
something; sharing a surface with
something. 2. having lots of some-
thing.

flute ['flut] n. a musical instrument
that is shaped like a long, thin
pipe.

fly ['flai] 1. tv, irreg. to “drive” an
airplane; to guide something that
moves through the air. (Past tense:
FLEW; past participle: FLowN.) 2. tv.,
irreg. to raise or otherwise display
a flag. 3. iv., irreg. to move
through the air; to move in the air.
4. iv, irreg. to travel by airplane.
5. iv,, irreg. [for time] to pass
quickly. (Figurative on (3).) 6. 7. a
small insect; a bug; a mosquito.
7. n. the flap of material that cov-
ers a zipper in trousers.
— AS THE CROW FLIES
— GET OFF TO A FLYING START
— MAKE THE FEATHERS FLY
— MAKE THE FUR FLY

— TIME FLIES
— WITH FLYING COLORS

fly by 1. to soar past. 2. [for time]
to go quickly. (Figurative.)

fly in the face of someone or
something anp fly in the teeth
of someone or something to disre-
gard, defy, or show disrespect for
someone or something.

fly in the ointment a small,
unpleasant matter that spoils
something; a drawback.

fly in the teeth of someone or
something Go to FLY IN THE FACE OF
SOMEONE OR SOMETHING.

fly in(to something) to arrive in an
airplane at something or some-
place.

fly off 1. to take to flight quickly.
2. to leave in a hurry. (Figurative.)

fly off the handle to lose one’s

temper.

foam ['fom] #. a mass of small
bubbles; froth. (Plural only for
types and instances.)

foam at the mouth to be very
angry. (Related to a “mad dog”—a
dog with rabies—that foams at the
mouth.)

fob someone or something off
(on(to) someone) to get rid of
someone or something by trans-
ferring that someone or something
to someone else.

foci ['fo sai] a plural of Focus.

focus ['fok as] 1. n. the position or
setting of a lens that provides the
clearest image. (No plural.) 2. 1.,
irreg. the center of attention; the
center of interest. (Figurative on
@. Plural: focuses or Focl.) 3. tv. to
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focus on someone or something

adjust a lens, or the eyes, so that
the image that passes through
them is sharp and clear.

focus on someone or something
[for a lens] to cause light rays or
lines of sight to converge on a par-
ticular point or person.

foe ['fo] n. the enemy in general; an
enemy.

fog ['fog] n. water vapor suspended
in the air; a heavy mist. (No plu-
ral.)

fog over [for something made of
glass] to become covered over
with water vapor.

fog something up to make some-
thing made of glass become cov-
ered with a film of water vapor.

fog up [for something made of
glass] to become partially or com-
pletely obscured by a film of water
vapor.

foggy ['fogi] adj. covered or filled
with fog; [of weather] having
much fog. (Adv: foggily. Comp:
foggier; sup: foggiest.)

foil ['fo1l] 1. n. a very thin, light
sheet of metal, usually aluminum,
used to wrap food or as a decora-
tion. (Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. tv. to spoil some-
one’s plans; to prevent something
from happening.

foist something (off) on someone
to force someone to take some-
thing that they don’t want.

fold ['fold] #v. to bend something
so that part of it lies on top of the
rest of it; to double something
over onto itself.
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fold one’s arms to cross one’s arms
and bring them close to one’s
body.

fold one’s hands to bring one’s
hands together, palm to palm,
with the fingers interlocking; to
grasp one’s hands together, palm
to palm, perpendicular to one
another.

fold something back to bend a
sheet or flap of something back.

fold something in(to something) to
blend something, such as eggs,
into batter.

fold something over to double
something over; to make a fold in
something.

fold something up to double some-
thing over into its original folded
position.

fold up 1. [for something] to close
by folding. 2. [for a business] to
cease operating. 3. [for someone]
to faint.

folder ['fol d>] n. a holder made of
heavy paper used for filing, orga-
nizing, or storing papers.

folk ['fok] 1. 7. a group of people.
(No plural. Treated as plural. See
also FoLks.) 2. adj. of or about the
common people; traditional.

folk song ['fok sop] 7. a song that
is in the traditional style of a
country or group of people.

folklore ['fok lor] n. traditions, sto-
ries, customs, and beliefs that are
passed down from generation to
generation within a culture. (No
plural.)
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fool's paradise

folks n. people in general, often
relatives. (Treated as plural. Infor-
mal.)
—> ONE'S FOLKS

follow ['fal o] 1. tv. to come after
someone or something in space or
time. 2. tv. to pursue someone or
something; to go after someone or
something. 3. tv. to obey a set of
rules or instructions. 4. tv. to
understand a person who is lead-
ing one through an explanation; to
understand an explanation as
someone explains it. 5. tv. to study
or pay attention to or have a con-
tinuing interest in something,
such as a sport. 6. iv. [for some-
thing] to happen as a logical or
typical result of something.
— a TOUGH ACT TO FOLLOW

follow one's heart to act according
to one’s feelings; to obey one’s
sympathetic or compassionate
inclinations.

follow orders to do as one has
been instructed.

follow someone up anp follow up
(on someone) to check on the
work that someone has done.

follow someone’s lead to do some-
thing the way another person is
doing it.

follow something through Go to
FOLLOW THROUGH (WITH SOMETHING).

follow something up anp follow
up (on something) 1. to check
something out. 2. to make sure
that something was done the way
it was intended.

follow through (on something) to
supervise something to its com-

pletion; to oversee something to
make sure it gets done properly.

follow through (with something)
anD follow something through
to complete an activity, doing
what was promised.

follow up (on someone) Go to FoL-
LOW SOMEONE UP.

follow up (on something) Go to
FOLLOW SOMETHING UP.

fond ['fand] adj. loving; tender.
(Adv: fondly. Comp: fonder; sup:
fondest.)

fond of someone or something lik-
ing someone or something; having
a desire for someone or some-
thing. (Comp: fonder; sup: fond-
est.)

food ['fud] n. something that is
eaten by animals and plants.
(Plural only for types and
instances.)

food for thought something to
think about.

fool ['ful] 1. n. an idiot; a stupid
person; someone who has no com-
mon sense. 2. tv. to trick someone;
to play a joke on someone.
—> ON A FOOL'S ERRAND

fool around to waste time doing
something unnecessary or doing
something amateurishly.

foolish ['ful 1f] adj. silly; lacking
sense; stupid; ridiculous. (Adv:
foolishly.)

foolproof ['ful pruf] adj. not capa-
ble of failing; so simple that a fool
could use it without problems.

a fool’s paradise a condition of
seeming happiness that is based on
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foot

false assumptions and will not last.
(Treated as a place grammatically.)

foot ['fut] 1. n., irreg. the end of a
leg; the part of a human or animal
body that touches the ground and
supports the body. (Plural: FeeT.)
2. n. the bottom or lower end of
a bed, mountain, cliff, ladder,
hill, page, etc. (No plural.) 3. n.,
irreg. a unit of measurement
equal to 12 inches or just over
30 centimeters.

—> BOUND HAND AND FOOT

—> GET ONE'S FOOT IN THE DOOR

—> HAVE A FOOT IN BOTH CAMPS
—> HAVE FOOT-IN-MOUTH DISEASE
—> NOT SET FOOT SOMEWHERE

—> ON FOOT

—> PUT ONE'S BEST FOOT FORWARD
—> PUT ONE'S FOOT IN IT

—> PUT ONE'S FOOT IN ONE'S MOUTH
—> SET FOOT SOMEWHERE

—> STICK ONE'S FOOT IN ONE'S MOUTH
—> WAIT ON SOMEONE HAND AND FOOT

foot the bill to pay the bill; to pay
(for something).

football ['fut bol] 1. 7. a sport
played between two teams of
eleven players each, on a field hav-
ing a goal on each end, using (2.
(No plural. Compare this with
SOCCER.) 2. n. the leather, oval ball
used in (). 3. the adj. use of @) or

foothold ['fut hold] 7. a space for
one’s foot that helps one climb up
or down something. (Plural:
footholds.)

—> GET A FOOTHOLD (SOMEWHERE)
footloose and fancy-free with-
out responsibilities or commit-

ments.

footnote ['fut not] 1. . a note at
the bottom of a page that clarifies
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or provides a source for something
that appears higher on the page.

2. tv. to provide (@) for a piece of
information.

footpath ['fut p6] n., irreg. a path

that is made for walking. (Plural:
['fut pedz].)

footprint ['fut print] 1. n. the mark

made by pressing a foot in soft
earth or snow. 2. n. the mark
made by tracking dirt from a
muddy area onto a clean floor.

for [for] 1. prep. meant to be used

by someone or something; meant
to belong to someone; meant to be
given to someone. (Indicates who
or what will benefit.) 2. prep.
meant to be used in doing some-
thing; with a function or purpose
connected with something.

3. prep. instead of someone or
something; in place of someone or
something. 4. prep. in favor of
someone or something; in support
of someone or something. 5. prep.
in search of someone or some-
thing. (Indicates the target of the
search.) 6. prep. in a certain
amount; by the exchange of a cer-
tain amount. 7. prep. during some-
thing; throughout a period of
time. 8. conj. because; since; as.
(Formal.)

for fear of something out of fear

for something; because of fear of
something.

for free for no charge or cost; free

of any cost.

for instance for example.
for safekeeping for the purpose of

keeping someone or something
safe.
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foregone conclusion

for sale available to be sold.

for someone’s or something’s sake
anD for the sake of someone or
something [...'sek] for the pur-
pose or benefit of someone or
something; to satisfy the demands
of someone or something.

for the devil of it axp for the
hell of it just for fun; because it is
slightly evil; for no good reason.
(Some people may object to the
word hell.)

for the duration for the whole
time that something continues.

for the good of someone or some-
thing for the benefit, profit, or
advantage of someone or some-
thing.

for the hell of it Go to For THE
DEVIL OF IT.

for the record so that (one’s own
version of ) the facts will be
known; so there will be a record of
a particular fact.

for the sake of someone or some-
thing Go to FOR SOMEONE'S OR SOMETHING'S
SAKE.

forbade anp forbad [for 'bed, for
'beed] past tense of FORBID.

forbid [for 'bid] 1. tv., irreg. to pro-
hibit something. (Past tense: FORr-
BAD Or FORBADE; past participle:
FORBIDDEN.) 2. tV., irreg. to state
that someone must not do some-
thing; to prohibit someone from
doing something.

forbidden [for 'bid n] 1. Past par-
ticiple of ForBID. 2. adj. prohib-
ited; banned; not allowed.

forbidden fruit someone or some-
thing that one finds attractive or

desirable partly because the per-
son or thing is unobtainable.

force ['fors] 1. n. power; physical
strength. (Plural only for types
and instances.) 2. n. military
strength. (No plural.) 3. n. an
influence; someone or something
that is an influence. 4. n. a group
of soldiers, police officers, etc.
5. tv. to push or move something
using (D). 6. tv. to make someone
do something, especially by the

use of .
—> TASK FORCE

force a price up Go to DRIVE A PRICE
UP.

force someone or something out
(of something) to drive someone
or something out of something or
someplace.

force someone to the wall axp
drive someone to the wall to
push someone to an extreme posi-
tion; to put someone into an awk-
ward position.

force someone's hand to force a
person to reveal plans, strategies,
or secrets. (Refers to a handful of
cards in card playing.)

force something down to force
oneself to swallow something.

force something through some-
thing to press or drive something
through resistance.

forefront ['for front] in the place
of greatest activity and visibility.
—> AT THE FOREFRONT (OF SOMETHING)
—> IN THE FOREFRONT (OF SOMETHING)

a foregone conclusion a conclu-
sion already reached; an inevitable
result.
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forehead

forehead ['for hed] n. the part of
the face between the eyebrows and
the hair.

foreign ['for in] adj. not native to
one’s country; of or about a coun-
try other than one’s own. (Adv:
foreignly.)

foreigner ['for on 2] n. someone
who comes from another country;
someone who was born in another
country.

foremost ['for most] 1. adj. first;
most important. 2. adv. first; most
importantly.
—> FIRST AND FOREMOST

foresaw [for 'so] past tense of
FORESEE.

foresee [for 'si] tv., irreg. to be
aware of something before it hap-
pens; to imagine or predict that
something will happen. (Past
tense: FORESAW; past participle:
FORESEEN. The object can be a
clause with THAT (7).)

foreseen [for 'sin] past participle
of FORESEE.

forest ['for ost] n. a large area of
land covered with trees.
—> NOT ABLE TO SEE THE FOREST FOR
THE TREES
forever [for 'ev 2] adv. always;
with no beginning and no end;
throughout all time.

forfeit ['for fit] tv. to give up some-
thing; to lose something as a pun-
ishment.

forgave [for 'gev] past tense of FOR-
GIVE.

forget [for 'get] 1. tv., irreg. to lose
a piece of information from one’s
memory. (Past tense: FORGOT; past
participle: FORGOT or FORGOTTEN.

212

The object can be a clause with
THAT (7).) 2. tv., irreg. to leave
someone or something behind;
not to take someone or something
with oneself.

forget to do something to fail to
remember to do something.

forgive [for 'giv] 1. tv,, irreg. to
pardon someone for an error or
wrongdoing. (Past tense: FORGAVE;
past participle: FORGIVEN.) 2. tv.,
irreg. to cancel payment of a debt;
to relieve someone of a debt before
it is paid back.

forgive and forget to forgive
someone (for something) and for-
get that it ever happened.

forgiven [for 'giv on] past partici-
ple of FORGIVE.

forgot [for 'gat] past tense of FOR-
GET; a past participle of FORGET.

forgotten [for 'gat n] a past par-
ticiple of FORGET.

fork ['fork] 1. n. an eating tool with
a handle and two, three, or four
spikes, used to gather and hold
food when eating. 2. n. the place
where something splits into two
branches. 3. n. one of the two
branches that something splits
into. 4. iv. to split into two
branches.
—> SPEAK WITH A FORKED TONGUE

fork money out (for something)
to pay (perhaps unwillingly) for
something.

fork something over (to someone)
to give something to someone.
(Slang. Usually refers to money.)

form ['form] 1. n. a shape; the
shape of someone or something;
the way someone or something is
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fortieth

shaped. 2. n. akind; a sort; a type.
3. n. a document that has blank
spaces on it that need to be filled
with information. 4. #. a word or
part of a word. 5. iv. to come into
being; to be created. 6. tv. to
develop something; to develop
into something; to cause some-
thing to come into being. 7. tv. to
make up something; to be a part of
something.

— IN TOP FORM

— INFINITIVE FORM

form an opinion to think up or
decide on an opinion.

formal ['form sl] 1. adj. according
to custom; according to rules.
(Adv: formally.) 2. adj. [of behav-
ior, language use, clothes, etc.]
serious and proper; [of a person or
situation] having serious and
proper behavior, dress, etc. (Adv:
formally. See also INFORMAL.) 3. adj.
[of clothing] of the highest level or
style prescribed by the rules of
manners. (Adv: formally.) 4. adj.
[of an event] where fancy clothing
as in (3) is expected or required.
(Adv: formally.) 5. n. a woman’s
(usually long) gown suitable for an
event that is (@).

format ['for met] 1. n. the way
events are ordered or arranged; the
way things are placed on a page.
2. tv. to arrange something to look
a certain way, as with the order
and arrangement in the pages of a
book or other document. (Past
tense and past participle: format-
ted. Present participle: format-
ting.) 3. tv. to make a computer
disk ready to accept information.
(Past tense and past participle: for-

matted. Present participle: format-
ting.)

former ['for ma] adj. past; previ-
ous. (Prenominal only. Adv: for-
merly.)

the former n. the first of two things
mentioned. (No plural. Treated as
singular or plural, but not counta-

ble.)

formula ['form jo o] 1. n., irreg. a
series of symbols that show the
chemical ingredients of a sub-
stance. (Plural: formulas or FOoRmuU-
LAE.) 2. 1., irreg. a mathematical
rule that is expressed with num-
bers or symbols. (Plural: formulas
or FORMULAE.) 3. 7. a pattern or a
standard set of parts or actions.
(Figurative on (2).) 4. n. animal
milk or another milk substitute for
feeding babies. (No plural.)

formulae ['form jolai] a plural of
FORMULA.

fort ['fort] 1. n. a structure or
building used for defense that can
withstand enemy attack; a number
of strong buildings behind a bar-
rier. 2. n. a permanent military
base.
—> HOLD THE FORT

forth ['for0] adv. forward; onward;
outward.
—> AND SO FORTH
—> BACK AND FORTH
—> HOLD FORTH (ON SOMEONE OR SOME-
THING)

forties . the decade beginning in
1940; the 1940s. (Similar defini-
tions for twenties, thirties, fifties,
sixties, seventies, eighties, nineties.)

fortieth ['for ti 90] 40th. Go to
FOURTH.
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fortress

fortress ['for tris] n. a very strong
building built to resist attacks.
(See also FoRT.)

fortunate ['for tfo nit] 1. adj.
lucky; bringing good results; rep-
resenting good fortune. (Adv: for-
tunately.) 2. adj. having had good
luck. (Adv: fortunately.)

fortune ['for tfon] 1. n. good luck;
success. (No plural.) 2. n. every-
thing that will happen to someone
in the future. 3. n. a lot of money
and property that someone owns.

forty ['for ti] 1. n. the cardinal
number 40; the number between
39 and 41. (No plural. Similar def-
initions for TWENTY, THIRTY, FIFTY,
SIXTY, SEVENTY, EIGHTY, NINETY.)
2. adj. 40; consisting of 40 things;
having 40 things. (Similar defini-
tions for TWENTY, THIRTY, FIFTY, SIXTY,
SEVENTY, EIGHTY, NINETY.) 3. pron. 40
people or things already men-
tioned or able to be determined by
context. (Similar definitions for
TWENTY, THIRTY, FIFTY, SIXTY, SEVENTY,
EIGHTY, NINETY.)
—> TAKE FORTY WINKS

forum ['for om] 7. a meeting where
someone can discuss something; a
place where someone can talk
about something, especially items
of public interest.

forward ['for wa«d] 1. adv. ahead;
toward the front; into the future.
(Also forwards.) 2. adj. [moving]
toward the front; [looking] into
the future. 3. tv. to have mail sent
onward to a new address when one
moves.
—> PUT ONE'S BEST FOOT FORWARD

fought ['fot] past tense and past
participle of FIGHT.
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foul ['faul] 1. adj. dirty; nasty and
rotten. (Adv: foully. Comp: fouler;
sup: foulest.) 2. adj. nasty; rude
and unpleasant. (Adv: foully.
Comp: fouler; sup: foulest.) 3. adj.
evil; really bad. (Figurative on (0.
Adv: foully. Comp: fouler; sup:
foulest.) 4. adj. [of a ball] going
outside the proper playing area.
(Sports.) 5. adj. [of weather] bad.
(Adv: foully. Comp: fouler; sup:
foulest.) 6. tv. to make something
dirty. 7. n. an action in a game that
is against the rules. 8. n. [in base-
ball] a ball that is hit outside the
proper playing area.

—> FALL FOUL OF SOMEONE OR SOMETHING
foul one’s own nest to harm one’s
own interests; to bring disadvan-

tage upon oneself.

foul play illegal activity; bad prac-
tices.

foul someone or something up to
make errors concerning someone
or something; to mess someone or
something up. (Informal.)

foul up to make an error. (Infor-
mal.)

found ['faund] 1. past tense and
past participle of FIND. 2. fv. to
establish an organization; to pro-
vide money or support to help
start an organization. (Past tense
and past participle: founded.)

foundation [faun 'de fon] 1. n. the
base of a building. (Rarely plural.)
2. n. the base of a custom or tradi-
tion; a basis. (Figurative on (1).)
3. n. an institution that gives out
money or grants to special causes.

fountain ['faunt n] 1. n. a stream
of water that sprays up into the air.
2. n. a structure—designed and
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fragment

built by humans—that sprays a
stream of water into the air.

four ['for] 1. n. the cardinal num-
ber 4; the number between 3 and
5. (No plural. The ordinal form is
FOURTH. Similar definitions for oNE,
TWO, THREE, FIVE, SIX, SEVEN, EIGHT,
NINE, TEN, ELEVEN, TWELVE, THIRTEEN,
FOURTEEN, FIFTEEN, SIXTEEN, SEVEN-
TEEN, EIGHTEEN, NINETEEN.) 2. adj. 4;
consisting of 4 things; having 4
things. (The ordinal form is
FOURTH. This covers other terms as
in @).) 3. pron. 4 people or things
already mentioned or able to be
determined by context. (The ordi-
nal form is FOURTH. This covers

other terms as in (1).)
— ON ALL FOURS

fourteen ['fort 'tin] 14. Go to FOUR.

fourteenth ['fort 'tin0] 1. 7. one of
14 equal parts. 2. adj. of the 14th
item in a series of things; of the
item between the 13th and 15th in
a series; between the 13th and
15th. 3. pron. the 14th item in a
series of people or things already
mentioned or able to be deter-
mined by context.

fourth ['for0] 1. n. 4th; one of 4
equal parts; a quarter; a half of a
half. (Similar definitions for THIRD,
FIFTH, SIXTH, SEVENTH, EIGHTH, NINTH,
TENTH, ELEVENTH, TWELFTH, THIR-
TEENTH, FOURTEENTH, FIFTEENTH, SIX-
TEENTH, SEVENTEENTH, EIGHTEENTH,
NINETEENTH, TWENTIETH, THIRTIETH,
FORTIETH, FIFTIETH, SIXTIETH, SEVENTI-
ETH, EIGHTIETH, NINETIETH, [ONE] HUN-
DREDTH, [ONE] THOUSANDTH, [ONE]
MILLIONTH, [ONE] BILLIONTH, and
[ONE] TRILLIONTH. See also FIRST, SEC-
OND.) 2. 1. the 4th item in a series

of people or things already men-
tioned or able to be determined by
context. (This covers other terms
as in (7). See also FIRST, SECOND.)

3. adj. of the 4th item in a series
of things; of the item between the
3rd and 5th in a series. (This cov-
ers other terms as in (7). See also
FIRST, SECOND.) 4. adv. in the 4th
position or rank. (This covers
other terms as in (7). See also
FIRST, SECOND.)

Fourth of July [for6 ov d3o 'lar] n.
an American holiday celebrating
independence from Great Britain
on July 4, 1776.

fowl ['faul] 1. n., irreg. one of a
number of various kinds of birds
of limited flight, kept for their
eggs or meat, such as the chicken,
duck, turkey, etc. (Plural: fowl or
fowls.) 2. n. the meat of (7). (No
plural.)

—> NEITHER FISH NOR FOWL

fox ['faks] 1. n. a wild animal
related to the dog, having a bushy
tail. 2. n. the fur or pelt of @). (No
plural.) 3. adj. made of ).

—> (AS) SMART AS A FOX

fraction ['freek [on] 1. 7. apartof a
whole number. 2. 7. a small piece
or portion of something. (No plu-
ral.)

fracture ['frak tf2:] 1. n. a break or
crack, especially a break in a bone.
2. tv. to break something by creat-
ing a crack in it. 3. iv. to break; to
crack.

fragile ['fredsz ol] adj. easily bro-
ken; delicate. (Adv: fragilely.)

fragment ['freeg mont] 1. . a small
piece of something. 2. iv. to break
into pieces or sections. 3. tv. to
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fragrance

break something into pieces or
sections.

fragrance ['fre grons] . a smell or
scent that is pleasant.

fragrant ['fre gront] adj. smelling
good; having a nice smell. (Adv:
fragrantly.)

frail ['frel] adj. thin and weak; not
strong; easily hurt. (Adv: frailly.)

frame ['frem] 1. n. a structure that
provides support for something.
2. n. a firm border that some-
thing, such as a door, a window, or
a picture, is set into. 3. n. the
shape or form of a human body;
the structure of the body. 4. tv. to
place something in (2); to build 2
for something. 5. tv. to cause
someone to appear guilty of a
crime by manipulating evidence or
lying.

frank ['frepk] adj. straightforward;
truthful; honest; [of someone]
speaking the truth even if it
“hurts.” (Adv: frankly. Comp:
franker; sup: frankest.)

frantic ['freen tik] adj. very excited;
wild with emotion. (Adv: franti-
cally [...1k li].)

fraud ['frod] 1. n. cheating; some-
thing done to deceive someone.
(No plural.) 2. n. a false or deceiv-
ing thing or act. 3. n. someone
who pretends to be someone or
something else.

fraught with danger [of some-
thing] full of something danger-
ous or unpleasant.

fray ['fre] 1. tv. to cause a rope or
string to unravel; to separate the
threads that make up string or
rope. 2. iv. to unravel; to become
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worn at the edges. 3. n. an argu-
ment; a brawl.

—> JOIN THE FRAY

—> JUMP INTO THE FRAY

freak ['frik] 1. n. someone or
something that is not normally
developed. (Not polite for
humans.) 2. adj. very unusual.
(Prenominal only.)

freckle ['frek ol] 1. 7. one of many
small dark dots on the skin. 2. iv.
to become covered with (1), usu-
ally because of exposure to the
sun.

free ['fri] 1. adj. independent; not
someone’s slave; not ruled by a bad
ruler. (Adv: freely. Comp: freer;
sup: freest.) 2. adj. costing no
money; without cost. 3. adj. not
limited; not restricted; not bound
by rules. (Adv: freely. Comp: freer;
sup: freest.) &. adj. not busy; avail-
able. (Comp: freer; sup: freest.)
5. adj. generous; lavish; giving.
(Adv: freely. Comp: freer; sup:
freest.) 6. adj. having an open
path; having nothing in one’s way.
7. adv. without cost; without hav-
ing to pay money. 8. tv. to release
someone or something.
—> (AS) FREE AS A BIRD
—> BREAK FREE (FROM SOMEONE)
—> FOOTLOOSE AND FANCY-FREE
—> FOR FREE
—> SET SOMEONE OR SOMETHING FREE

free and easy casual.

free translation a translation that
is not completely accurate and not
well thought out.

freedom ['fridom] 1. . liberty; a
state where one is free from con-

straint. (No plural.) 2. n. a right.
—> GIVE ONE ONE'S FREEDOM
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friction

free-for-all a disorganized fight or
contest involving everyone; a
brawl.

freeze ['friz] 1. iv., irreg. to become
solid as the temperature gets
colder. (Past tense: FROZE; past par-
ticiple: FROZEN.) 2. iv., irreg. [for
someone or some creature] to
become very cold in cold weather.
3. iv., irreg. to become completely
still; to stop all movement. (Figu-
rative on (1).) 4. tv., irreg. to turn
something into ice; to cause some-
thing to harden as the temperature
gets colder. 5. tv., irreg. to place
food in a freezer so that it stays
fresh; to preserve something at an
extremely low temperature. 6. tv.,
irreg. to cause someone or some-
thing to become completely still.
7. tv., irreg. to keep the price of
something at a certain level; not to
allow an amount to change. 8. n. a
time when the temperature is 32
degrees FAHRENHEIT, 0 degrees
CENTIGRADE, or below.

freeze over [for a body of water]
to get cold and form a layer of ice
on top.

freeze up 1. [for something] to
freeze and stop functioning.
2. [for someone] to become
frightened and anxious, and be
unable to continue with some-
thing.

freezer ['friz ] n. an appliance
that remains at a temperature
below 32 degrees Fahrenheit in
order to store and preserve food
and other things.

freight ['fret] 1. n. cargo; products

that are carried by truck, plane,
train, etc. (No plural.) 2. n. the

cost of shipping something as ().
3. the adj. use of ) or (2.

French fry ['frent[ frai] n. along,
narrow piece of potato that has
been fried in deep fat. (Usually
plural. Can be shortened to FRIEs.)

frenzy ['fren zi] n. a wild fury; an
excited state.

frequency ['fri kwonsi] 1. n. the
rate of [something] happening;
how often an event occurs. (No
plural.) 2. n. the number of times
that something occurs within a
given period of time.

frequent ['fri kwont] 1. adj. hap-
pening often; occurring often;
common. (Adv: frequently.) 2. tv.
to go to a certain place often.

fresh ['fref] 1. adj. new; newly or
recently made, done, obtained,
etc., especially if not yet used or
changed. (Adv: freshly. Comp:
fresher; sup: freshest.) 2. adj. not
stale; not spoiled; [of foods] not
canned, frozen, dried, or pre-
served in another way; [of fruits or
vegetables] recently picked or har-
vested. (Adv: freshly. Comp:
fresher; sup: freshest.)

fresh blood Axp new blood new
personnel; new members brought
into a group to revive it.

freshen someone or something up
to revive or restore the appearance
or vitality of someone or some-
thing.

fret ['fret] iv. to worry about some-
thing; to be upset.

friction ['frik [on] 1. n. rubbing
against something that resists the
rubbing. (No plural.) 2. n. the
resistance that prevents one object
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Friday

from easily sliding over another
object. (No plural.) 3. n. a dis-
agreement because of differences
in opinions.

Friday [frai de] Go to pav.

friend ['frend] 1. n. someone
whom someone else knows well
and likes. 2. n. someone or some-
thing that supports or helps some-
one or something.
—> FAIR-WEATHER FRIEND
—> MAKE A FRIEND
—> MAKE FRIENDS

friendly ['frend li] adj. like a friend;
nice, kind, or pleasant. (Comp:
friendlier; sup: friendliest.)

friendship ['frend [1p] n. being
friends with someone. (Plural only
for types and instances.)
—> STRIKE UP A FRIENDSHIP

fries ['fraiz] n. FRENCH FRIES.
(Treated as plural.)

fright ['frait] n. fear; terror; the
condition of being scared. (No
plural.)

frighten someone or something
away anp frighten someone or
something off to scare someone or
something away.

frighten someone or something off
GO tO FRIGHTEN SOMEONE OR SOMETHING
AWAY.

frill ['fril] 1. n. a decorative edge on
cloth. 2. n. something that is an
added bonus but is not necessary.
(Usually plural.)

fringe ['frind3] 1. n. a border for
clothing or material, made of a
row of threads or strings hanging
loose. 2. n. the edge of something;
something that is far away from
the center. (Figurative on ().
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Sometimes plural with the same
meaning.) 3. tv. to enclose some-

thing and serve as its border.
—> LUNATIC FRINGE

frisk ['frisk] tv. to pat and press on
the body in a search for weapons,
drugs, evidence, or stolen prop-
erty.

frog ['frog] n. a small creature, liv-
ing in water and on land, that hops
and has special feet for swimming.
—> a BIG FROG IN A SMALL POND
— HAVE A FROG IN ONE'S THROAT

from ['fram] 1. prep. starting at a
particular time or place; originat-
ing at a particular time or place.
2. prep. a word indicating separa-
tion or difference. 3. prep. out of
someone or something. 4. prep.
sent by someone or something;
given by someone or something.
5. prep. because of something;
owing to something.

from dawn to dusk during the
period of the day when there is
light; from the rising of the sun to
the setting of the sun.

from hand to hand from one per-
son to a series of other persons;
from one person’s hand to another
person’s hand, and so forth.

from pillar to post from one place
to a series of other places; (figura-
tively) from person to person, as
with gossip.

from rags to riches from poverty
to wealth; from modesty to ele-
gance.

from side to side moving first to
one side and then to the other,
repeatedly.
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fry

from start to finish from the
beginning to the end; throughout.

from stem to stern from one end
to another. (Refers to the front and
back ends of a ship. Also used lit-
erally in reference to ships.)

from the bottom of one’s heart
sincerely.

from the ground up from the
beginning; from start to finish.

from the old school holding atti-
tudes or ideas that were popular
and important in the past, but that
are no longer considered relevant
or in line with modern trends.

from the top from the beginning
of something, such as a song or a
script.

from the word go from the begin-
ning; from the very start of things.
(Actually from the uttering of the
word go.)

from top to bottom from the
highest point to the lowest point;
throughout.

front ['frant] 1. n. the part of
something that faces forward. 2. n.
a border between two masses of
air of different temperatures or
pressures. 3. n. the way one
appears to other people; the way
one seems to be when around
other people; an outward appear-
ance. 4. iv. to face in a certain
direction. 5. adj. closest to ().
(Prenominal only.)
—> CAN'T SEE ONE'S HAND IN FRONT OF

ONE'S FACE

— PUT UP A (BRAVE) FRONT

frost ['frost] 1. n. frozen moisture
on the surface of something, espe-
cially the ground; small ice crystals

on the surface of something.
(Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. iv. to be covered
with small ice crystals; to be cov-
ered with frozen moisture. 3. tv. to
put frosting on a cake or dessert.

frostbite ['frost bait] n. an injury
caused by exposing skin to
extremely cold weather without
protection. (No plural.)

frosting ['fros tip] 7. a mixture of
sugar and other things that is
spread on top of a cake or pastry.
(Plural only for types and
instances.)

froth ['fro0] n. foam; a mass of
white bubbles that forms on top of
liquids or around the mouth. (No
plural.)

frown ['fraun] 1. n. the opposite of
a smile; the look on one’s face
made by pulling the eyebrows
together and squinting the eyes.
2. iv. to pull one’s eyebrows
together and squint the eyes; to
scowl; to look angry.

froze ['froz] past tense of FREEZE.

frozen ['froz on] Past participle of
FREEZE.

fruit ['frut] n. the part of a plant
that contains seeds and can be
eaten as food. (Plural only for
types and instances. Number is
expressed with piece(s) of fruit.)
— FORBIDDEN FRUIT

fruitcake ['frut kek] ». a cake that
has dried fruit and spices in it.

the fruits of one’s labor(s) the
results of one’s work.

fry ['frai] tv. to cook something in
hot fat.
—> FRENCH FRY
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fuck

— HAVE OTHER FISH TO FRY
— OUT OF THE FRYING PAN INTO THE
FIRE

—> SMALL FRY

fuck ['fak] 1. tv. to copulate [with]
someone Or some creature.
(Taboo. Potentially offensive. Use
only with discretion. A highly
offensive word to many people.
There are many additional mean-
ings and constructions with the
word.) 2. iv. to copulate. (Com-
ments as with @).)

fudge ['fad3] 1. n. a thick, rich
chocolate candy. (No plural.) 2. iv.
to attempt to lie to or deceive
someone. (Informal.)

fuel ['fjul] 1. n. material that is
burned to make heat or energy.
2. tv. to supply something with @.
3. tv. to provide someone or some-
thing with energy or encourage-

ment. (Figurative on (2).)
— ADD FUEL TO THE FIRE
— ADD FUEL TO THE FLAME

fuel up to fill one’s tank with fuel.

full ['ful] 1. adj. completely filled;
having no empty space. (Adv:
fully. Comp: fuller; sup: fullest.)
2. adj. entire; complete; whole.
(Adv: fully.) 3. adj. at the highest
or greatest extent or amount possi-
ble.
—> (AS) FULL AS A TICK
— COME FULL CIRCLE
—> HAVE ONE'S HANDS FULL (WITH SOME-

ONE OR SOMETHING)

— IN FULL SWING

full of beans very lively and cheer-
ful; healthy and energetic.

full of oneself conceited; self-
important.

full steam ahead forward at the
greatest speed possible; with as
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much energy and enthusiasm as
possible. (From an instruction
given to steamships.)

full-time ['ful 'taim] 1. adj. all the
time; 24 hours a day. 2. adj. [of a
job that] takes up the working day,
usually 8 hours a day, 5 days a
week. 3. adv. throughout the nor-
mal workweek.

fun ['fan] 1. n. enjoyment, espe-
cially from play or amusement.
(No plural.) 2. adj. entertaining;
playful. (Colloquial.)
—> POKE FUN (AT SOMEONE)

fun and games playing around;
doing worthless things; activities
that are a waste of time.

function ['fapk [on] 1. 1. the
proper use of something; the pur-
pose of something. 2. n. a social
gathering; an event where people
get together and do things such as
talk, drink, or celebrate. 3. iv. to
work properly; to operate; to be in
proper use.

fund ['fand] 1. n. an amount of
money that is reserved for a spe-
cific reason. 2. n. an investment
that is really a combination of
other investments, such as stocks
and bonds. (Short for muTuAL
FUND.) 3. tv. to provide someone or
something with money; to provide
money for something.
— MUTUAL FUND

funds n. money; an amount or sup-
ply of money. (Treated as plural,
but not countable.)

funeral ['fjun (9) ral] 1. 1. a cere-
mony performed when someone is

buried. 2. the adj. use of .

funeral home ['fjun (o) ral 'hom]
the place where a funeral is held;
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fuss

the place of business of an under-
taker.

fungi ['fan d3ai] a plural of FuNGus.

fungus ['fap gos] n., irreg. a plant
that does not have leaves and is not
green, such as the mushroom.
(Plural: Funai or funguses.)

funnel ['fansl] 7. a cone-shaped
device with a wide mouth and a
narrow spout on the bottom, used
when pouring liquids from one
container into another.

funny ['fani] 1. adj. amusing; caus-
ing laughter. (Comp: funnier; sup:
funniest.) 2. adj. strange; weird;
unusual; odd. (Comp: funnier;
sup: funniest.)
—> (AS) FUNNY AS A CRUTCH
—> STRIKE SOMEONE FUNNY

funny business trickery or decep-
tion; illegal activity. (Informal.)

fur ['fa+] 1. n. the short, soft hair
that grows on many mammals.
(Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. n. a coat or other
garment made from animal skin
covered with (@). 3. adj. made
from animal skin covered with ().
—> MAKE THE FUR FLY
—> RUB SOMEONE'S FUR THE WRONG WAY

furnace ['f>-nos] n. an oven that
can be heated at very high temper-
atures to melt metal, heat a build-
ing, etc.

furnish ['fa nif] 1. tv. to provide
something; to supply something.
2. tv. to supply and arrange furni-
ture in a place.

furniture ['fo n1 tf2] 7. the objects
in a house, apartment, or office
that can be moved, such as tables,
chairs, desks, etc. (No plural.

Number is expressed with piece(s)
of furniture.)

furry ['fai] adj. covered with fur;
having fur. (Adv: furrily. Comp:
furrier; sup: furriest.)

further ['f> 02:] 1. adj. more dis-
tant in space or time. (One of the
comparative forms of AR, along
with FARTHER.) 2. adv. more distant
in space or time. (One of the com-
parative forms of FaR, along with
FARTHER.) 3. adv. to a greater degree
or extent; to a more advanced
level. (One of the comparative
forms of Far, along with FARTHER.)
4. tv. to advance or promote
someone or something.
—> NOT SEE FURTHER THAN THE END OF

ONE'S NOSE

furthermore ['f2: 3> mor] adv.
also; in addition to what has been
said or stated.

furthest ['fo: 0ost] adj. the most
distant in space or time. (One of
the superlative forms of FARr, along
with FARTHEST.)

fury ['fjoi] 1. n. violent anger;
rage. (No plural.) 2. n. power or
force.

fuse ['fjuz] 1. tv. to melt something
together with something else; to
melt two things together. 2. iv.
[for two or more things] to melt
together. 3. n. a part of an electri-
cal circuit that melts and stops the
flow of electricity when there is a
dangerous amount of electricity
flowing through the circuit.
— BLOW A FUSE

fuss ['fas] 1. iv. to whine and cry.
2. n. argument; complaining.
(Informal.)
—> KICK UP A FUSS

221

TLFeBOOH



fuss (around) with someone or something

fuss (around) with someone or
something to keep bothering with
someone or something; to fiddle,
mess, or tinker with someone or
something.

fussy ['fasi] adj. hard to please;
likely to complain about every-
thing. (Adv: fussily. Comp: fussier;
sup: fussiest.)

futile ['fjut al] adj. hopeless; use-
less; worthless. (Adv: futilely.)

future ['fjutfo] 1. adj. coming; yet
to come; later. (Prenominal only.)
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2. n. the time that is to come;
events that will happen. (No plu-
ral.) 3. n. the things that are
planned for one’s life. (Plural only
for types and instances.) 4. n. the
tense of verbs that describe actions
that are to happen or actions that
will happen.

fuzz ['faz] n. short, soft, light hairs.
(No plural.)

fuzzy ['fazi] adj. having fuzz; cov-
ered with fuzz. (Adv: fuzzily.
Comp: fuzzier; sup: fuzziest.)
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gadget ['ged3 1t] n. any small,
practical device, tool, or appli-
ance.

gain ['gen] 1. tv. to get something;
to obtain something; to acquire
something. 2. tv. [for a clock or
watch] to reach a later time than it
should have. 3. tv. to earn or save
time. 4. iv. to earn, get, or acquire
something of value. 5. n. a profit.
(Often plural.) 6. #. an increase in
something.
— ILL-GOTTEN GAINS

gain ground to make progress; to
advance; to become more impor-
tant or popular.

galaxy ['gel ok si] n. a large mass
or cluster of stars and their solar
systems in space.

gale ['gel] 1. n. a very strong wind.
2. n. an outburst, especially of
laughter. (Often plural.)

gall ['gol] 1. n. bile, a bitter liquid
made by the liver. (Especially of
animals. No plural form.) 2. n. a
sore spot on the hide of an animal,
usually caused by rubbing or chaf-
ing. 3. n. rudeness; impudence.
(No plural form.) 4. tv. to cause a
sore to develop by rubbing or chaf-
ing. 5. tv. to annoy or bother
someone severely; to irritate some-
one. (Figurative on (2).)
—> HAVE THE GALL TO DO SOMETHING

gallant ['gel ont] adj. honorable
and brave; very polite. (Refers
especially to men who are very
polite toward women. Adv: gal-
lantly.)

gallery ['gel ori] 1. . a balcony,
often running along a wall or out-

side a window. 2. n. a room or
building where art is displayed.
—> PLAY TO THE GALLERY

gallon ['gzlon] 7. a unit of liquid
measure, equal to 4 quarts, 8 pints,
or almost 3.8 liters.

gallop ['gzl op] 1. 1. a fast way that
a horse runs. (In a GALLoP, all four
of the horse’s feet are off the
ground at once during each
stride.) 2. iv. to move quickly; [for
a horse] to run fast.

gambit ['geem bit] an initial move-
ment or statement made to secure
a position that is to one’s advan-
tage.
—> OPENING GAMBIT

gamble on someone or something
1. to make a wager on something
concerning someone or some-
thing. 2. to run a risk by choosing
or depending on someone or
something.

game ['gem] 1. n. akind of contest,
sporting event, or pastime played
according to a set of rules. 2. n. an
instance of playing (@. 3. n. wild
animals that are hunted for sport
or food. (No plural. Treated as a
singular.)
—> AT THIS STAGE (OF THE GAME)
— FAIR GAME
—> FUN AND GAMES

game warden ['gem 'word n] n.
someone who enforces laws of or
about hunting and fishing.

gamut ['gem ot] 7. the entire range
of something from one extreme to
the other. (No plural form.)
— RUN THE GAMUT
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gang

gang ['gep] 1. n. a group of people
who work, play, or do things
together. 2. n. a group of young
criminals.

gang up (on someone or
something) [for a group] to make
an assault on someone or some-
thing.

gap ['gep] 1. n. an opening created
by a crack; an opening created
where two objects or structures do
not meet. 2. #. an interruption in
time; a period of time between
two events or the parts of an
event. 3. n. an easily seen differ-
ence between two things or groups
of people.

garage [go 'raz] n. a building, or a
part of a building, used to store a
car or other motor vehicle.

garbage ['gar bid3] n. trash; rub-
bish; useless things that are
thrown away. (No plural.)

the garbage n. the container that
holds trash and the trash that it
holds. (No plural in this sense.)

garden ['gardn] 1. n. a piece of
land where plants, flowers, or veg-
etables are grown. 2. iv. to raise
and take care of plants grown in

—> LEAD SOMEONE DOWN THE GARDEN
PATH

gardener ['gard na] n. someone
who takes care of a garden; some-
one who plants and nourishes
plants in a garden.

garment ['gar mont] 7. an article of
clothing; a piece of clothing.

gas ['gas] 1. n. vapor; a substance
that is not in a liquid or solid state
at a temperature that is comfort-
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able for people. (Plural only for
types and instances.) 2. n. a natu-
rally occurring vapor that will
burn and is used for cooking and
heating. (No plural.) 3. n. caso-
LINE, the liquid made from petro-
leum that is used to operate
motors and engines. (Plural only
for types and instances.)

—> OUT OF GAS

— RUN OUT OF GAS

—> STEP ON THE GAS

gash ['gx[] 1. n. alarge or deep cut
or wound; a slash. 2. #v. to slash or
cut something.

gasoline [ges o 'lin] 7. aliquid that
is made from oil and is used to
operate motors and engines.
(Plural only for types and
instances.)

gasp ['gesp] 1. n. a quick, short
inward breath; a quick breathing
in of air. 2. iv. to breathe in sud-
denly as in surprise, shock, fear,
etc.

gate ['get] 1. n. a barrier that can
be opened or closed at an opening
in a fence or wall. 2. n. a decora-
tive structure, including @), serv-
ing as a formal entrance to a park,
cemetery, street, etc. 3. n. the
place where people enter a sta-
dium, arena, etc. 4. n. the entrance
to the passage to an airplane in an
airport.

gather ['gxd ] 1. tv. to bring
something together; to collect
something together; to bring peo-
ple together. 2. tv. to gain or
increase in something, especially
speed or intensity. 3. iv. to come
together into a big group.
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generous

gather something in 1. to collect
something and bring it in; to har-
vest something. 2. to fold or
bunch cloth together when sewing
or fitting clothing.

gather something up to collect
something; to pick something up.

gathering ['g0 2 1p] 7. a group of
people; a group of people who
have come together for a specific
purpose.

gauze ['goz] n. a thin, loosely
woven cloth. (Plural only for types
and instances.)

gave ['gev] past tense of GIVE.

gay ['ge] 1. adj. happy; cheerful;
brightly colored. (Adv: gaily.
Comp: gayer; sup: gayest.) 2. adj.
[of someone, usually a male]
attracted to people of the same
sex. (Comp: gayer; sup: gayest.)
3. n. a person who is (2), usually a
male.

gaze ['gez]| n. an intent stare.

gaze at someone or something to
stare at someone or something
intently; to look at someone or
something for a long time in
admiration or wonder.

gaze out on something to look out
on something, such as a lovely
view, from inside a building.

gear ['gir] 1. n. a wheel, with teeth
along its edge, that moves similar
wheels of differing diameters. 2. n.
equipment; tools; the things
required to do a certain activity.
(No plural. Treated as singular.)

gear something to someone or

something to cause something to
match someone or something else;

to create or adapt something for
someone or a specific purpose.

geese ['gis] plural of Goosk.

gem ['dzem] 1. n. a jewel; a pre-
cious stone, especially one used in
jewelry. 2. n. someone or some-
thing that is very beautiful or
wonderful; a perfect example of
someone or something. (Figura-

tive on (@).)

gender ['dzen da+] 1. 7. [in gram-
mar| a subdivision of nouns into
masculine, feminine, and, some-
times, neuter categories. 2. 1. SEX
(®); the condition of being male or
female.

gene ['d3in] n. a part of a chromo-
some within every living cell that
determines a characteristic of a
plant or animal.

general ['dzenaral] 1. adj. wide-
spread; commonly known, under-
stood, believed, or experienced.
(Adv: generally.) 2. adj. not spe-
cific; not specialized. (Adv: gener-
ally.) 3. adj. usual; regular;
appropriate to most situations.
(Adv: generally.) 4. n. a high-rank-

ing army or air force officer.
— IN GENERAL

generation [d3en o 're fon] 1. 7.
producing or creating something.
(No plural.) 2. n. one stage in the
history of a family. 3. n. all the
people of the same culture who
were born around the same time,
taken as a group.

generous ['d3en s ras] 1. adj. not
selfish; giving freely. (Adv: gener-
ously.) 2. adj. [of an amount] more
than is needed; [of an amount]
large. (Adv: generously.)
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gentle

gentle ['dzen tol] adj. pleasantly
mild; not rough; tame; kind. (Adv:
gently ['dzent li]. Comp: gentler;
sup: gentlest.)

gentleman ['dzentlmon] 1.7,
irreg. a man who is refined, polite,
and well mannered. (The male
counterpart of LADY. Plural: GENTLE-
MEN.) 2. 1., irreg. a polite term for
MAN (1)

gentlemen ['dzen tl mon] plural of
GENTLEMAN.

gently ['dzent li] 1. adv. in akind
way; in a way that does not cause
pain or worry. 2. adv. smoothly;
mildly; not roughly.

genuine ['dzen jun] 1. adj. real;
actual; not fake; not artificial.
(Adv: genuinely.) 2. adj. sincere.
(Adv: genuinely.)

geography [d3i'a grafi] n. the
study of the features of the surface
of earth, including the land and
climate, countries, and the people
and cultures of the countries. (No
plural.)

geology [d3i 'al 5 d3i] n. the study
of the origin and the structure of
earth. (No plural.)

geometry [d3i'am1tri] 1. n. the
part of mathematics that deals
with the relationships and proper-
ties of points, lines, curves, angles,
surfaces, and solids. (No plural.)
2. the adj. use of ).

germ ['d3o'm] n. a very small
organism that causes disease.

gesture ['dzestfa] 1. n. a move-
ment made with a part of the body
to communicate or to emphasize a
statement, emotion, or feeling.
2. n. an act of kindness or cour-
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tesy; an act that demonstrates
friendship. 3. iv. to use hand
motions and facial movements
when communicating; to make ().

get ['get] 1. tv, irreg. to obtain
something; to receive something.
(Past tense: GoT; past participle:
GOT Or GOTTEN.) 2. tV., irreg. to
bring something; to fetch some-
thing. 3. tv., irreg. to understand
something; to comprehend some-
thing. 4. tv., irreg. to cause some-
thing to happen to someone or
something; to cause someone or
something to be a certain way.
5. iv, irreg. to become. 6. iv., irreg.
to arrive somewhere; to reach a
certain point or place. (Followed
by an adverb such as HOME, THERE,
or SOMEWHERE or by a prepositional
phrase.)
—> DON'T LET SOMEONE OR SOMETHING GET

YOU DOWN.

—> GIVE AS GOOD AS ONE GETS

get a black eye 1. to get a bruise
near the eye from being struck.
(Note: Get usually means to
become, to acquire, or to cause.
Have usually means to possess, to
be, or to have resulted in.) 2. to
have one’s character or reputation
harmed.

get a clean bill of health [for
someone] to be pronounced
healthy by a physician. (Also with
have. See the note at GET A BLACK
EYE.)

get a foothold (somewhere) an
initial position of support; a start-
ing point.

get a handle on something Go to
HAVE A HANDLE ON SOMETHING.
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get back (someplace)

get a load off one’s feet anp take
a load off one’s feet to sit down;
to enjoy the results of sitting
down.

get a load off one’s mind to say
what one is thinking.

get a lot of mileage out of some-
thing to get a lot of use from
something, as if it were a car.

get a lump in one’s throat to have
the feeling of something in one’s
throat—as if one were going to
cry. (Also with have. See the note
at GET A BLACK EYE.)

get a whiff of something axp
catch a whiff of something 1. to
smell the odor of something. 2. to
learn about someone almost acci-
dentally.

get a word in edgewise to man-
age to say something when other
people are talking and ignoring
one. (Usually negative.)

get about anD get around to
move around freely.

get above oneself to behave as
though one is better or more
important than one is.

get across (something) to manage
to cross something.

get after someone 1. to bother or
nag someone about doing some-
thing. 2. to begin to chase some-
one.

get ahead of oneself [for some-
one] to do or say something
sooner than it ought to be done so
that the proper explanation or
preparations have not been made.

get (all) dolled up to dress (one-
self) up. (Usually used for females,
but not necessarily.)

get along (on a shoestring) to be
able to afford to live on very little
money.

get along with someone or some-
thing to manage with someone or
something; to manage with only
something.

get along without someone or
something to manage without
someone or something.

get an eyeful (of someone or
something) to see everything; to
see a shocking or surprising sight.

get around Go to GET ABOUT.

get at someone or something 1. to
manage to lay hands on someone
or something; to get someone or
something. 2. to manage to attack
someone or something.

get at something to arrive at a point
of discussion; to work toward stat-
ing a point of discussion or an
accusation.

get away (from someone or some-
thing) 1. to go away from someone
or something. 2. to escape from
someone, something, or some-
place.

get back (at someone) to get
revenge on someone.

get back on one's feet 1. to
recover from an illness and leave
one’s sickbed. (Both literal and fig-
urative.) 2. to recover from any-
thing, especially financial
problems. (Figurative.)

get back (someplace) to manage to
return to someplace.
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get back to someone or something

get back to someone or something
to return to dealing with someone
or something.

get behind (in something) Go to
FALL BEHIND (IN SOMETHING).

get behind (on something) Go to
FALL BEHIND (IN SOMETHING).

get behind someone or something
to back or support someone or
something; to put oneself into a
position to “push” or promote
someone or something.

get behind (with something) Go
tO FALL BEHIND (IN SOMETHING).

get by (on something) to survive
with only something; to survive by
relying on something.

get by without someone or some-
thing to survive without someone
or something.

get cold feet to become timid or
frightened; to have one’s feet seem
to freeze with fear. (Also with
have. See the note at GET A BLACK
EYE.)

get down to brass tacks to begin
to talk about important things.

get down to business anp get
down to work to begin to get
serious; to begin to negotiate or
conduct business.

get down to something to reach
the point of dealing with some-
thing; to begin to work on some-
thing seriously. (Especially with
business, brass tacks, work, cases.)

get down to work Go to et bown
TO BUSINESS.

get goose bumps anp get goose
pimples [for someone’s skin] to
feel prickly or become bumpy due
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to fear or excitement. (Also with
have. See the note at GET A BLACK
EYE.)

get goose pimples Go to Ger
GOOSE BUMPS.

get in someone’s hair to bother or
irritate someone.

get into the swing of things to
join into the routine or the activi-
ties. (Refers to the rhythm of rou-
tinized activity.)

get married to become united as
husband and wife.

get off easy anp get off lightly
to receive little or no punishment
for doing something wrong.

get off lightly Go to Get oFF Easy.

get off ((of) something) to stop
discussing the topic that one is
supposed to be discussing [and
start discussing something else];
to stray from the topic at hand.

get off the hook to free oneself
from an obligation.

get off to a flying start to have a
very successful beginning.

get on to get along; to thrive.

get on someone’s nerves to irritate
someone.

get on the bandwagon axp
climb on the bandwagon;
jump on the bandwagon to
join the popular side (of an issue);
to take a popular position.

get on with someone to get along
with someone; to be friendly with
someone.

get on with something to continue
doing something.
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get second thoughts about someone or something

get on without someone or some-
thing to survive and carry on with-
out someone or something.

get one’s ducks in a row to put
one’s affairs in order; to get things
ready.

get one’s feet on the ground to
get firmly established or reestab-
lished. (Also with have. See the
note at GET A BLACK EYE.)

get one’s feet wet to begin some-
thing; to have one’s first experi-
ence of something.

get one’s fill of someone or some-
thing to receive enough of some-
one or something. (Also with
have. See the note at GET A BLACK
EYE.)

get one’s fingers burned to have a
bad experience.

get one’s foot in the door to
achieve a favorable position (for
further action); to take the first
step in a process. (Also with have.
See the note at GET A BLACK EYE.)

get one’s hands dirty axp dirty
one’s hands; soil one’s hands to
become involved with something
illegal; to do a shameful thing; to
do something that is beneath one.

get one’s head above water to get
ahead of one’s problems; to catch
up with one’s work or responsibili-
ties. (Also used literally. Also with
have. See the note at GET A BLACK
EYE.)

get one’s just deserts to get what

one deserves. (Here, DESERTS =
what one deserves.)

get one’s just reward(s) to get
something as bad as one deserves.

get one’s second wind (Also with
have. See the note at GET A BLACK
eve.) 1. [for someone] to achieve
stability in breathing after brief
exertion. 2. to become more active
or productive (after starting off
slowly).

get one’s teeth into something to
start on something seriously, espe-
cially a difficult task.

get onto someone (about some-
thing) to remind someone about
something.

get out [for something] to become
publicly known.

get out (of something) 1. to escape
from something. 2. to get free of
the responsibility of doing some-
thing.

get out of the wrong side of the
bed Go to GET uP ON THE WRONG
SIDE OF THE BED.

get over someone or something
1. to move or climb over someone
or something. 2. to recover from
difficulties regarding someone or
something.

get over something to recover from
a disease.

get rid of someone or something to
make oneself free of someone or
something; to remove someone or
something and be free of the per-
son or thing.

get right on something to do some-
thing immediately.

get second thoughts about
someone or something to form
doubts about someone or some-
thing. (Also with have. See the
note at GET A BLACK EYE.)
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get sidetracked

get sidetracked to become
diverted from one’s task; to start
off on a second task before the
first one is finished.

get someone down to make some-
one depressed or sad.

get someone in(to something) to
manage to get someone enrolled
into something; to manage to get

someone accepted into something.

get (someone) off the hook to
free someone from an obligation;
to help someone out of an awk-
ward situation.

get someone on(to) someone or
Something to assign someone to
attend to someone or something.

get someone over a barrel axp
get someone under one’s thumb
to put someone at one’s mercy; to
get control over someone. (Also
with have. See the note at GeT A
BLACK EYE.)

get someone to do something to
persuade someone to do some-
thing; to convince someone to do
something.

get someone under one’s thumb
GO to GET SOMEONE OVER A BARREL.

get someone up (for something) to
get someone into peak condition
for something; to prepare some-
one for something.

get someone’s ear to get someone
to listen (to one); to hold some-
one’s attention. (Also with have.
See the note at GET A BLACK EYE.)

get someone’s eye Go to CATCH SOME-
ONE'S EYE.
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get something across (to
someone) to make someone
understand something.

get something down (on paper)
to write some information down
on paper; to capture some infor-
mation in writing.

get something into someone’s
thick head Go to GeT someTHING
THROUGH SOMEONE'S THICK SKULL.

get something off one's chest to
tell something that has been both-
ering one. (Also with have. See the
note at GET A BLACK EYE.)

get something off (the ground) to
get something started.

get something off (to someone or
something) to send something to
someone or something.

get something out 1. to remove or
extricate something. 2. to manage
to get something said.

get something out of someone to
cause or force someone to give
specific information.

get something out of someone or
something to remove something
from someone or something.

get something over (to someone)
1. to deliver something to some-
one. 2. to make someone under-
stand something; to succeed in
explaining something to someone.

get something sewed up 1. to get
something stitched together (by
someone). (Also with have. See
the note at GET A BLACK EYE.) 2. AND
get something wrapped up to
get something settled or finished.

get something straight to under-
stand something clearly. (Also
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get the last word

with have. See the note at GET A
BLACK EYE.)

get something through someone’s
thick skull anp get something
into someone’s thick head to
make someone understand some-
thing; to put some information
into someone’s mind.

get something under one’s belt
(Also with have. See the note at Ger
A BLACK EYE.) 1. to eat or drink
something. (This means the food
goes into one’s stomach and is
under one’s belt.) 2. to learn
something well; to assimilate some
information.

get something under way to get
something started. (Also with
have. See the note at GET A BLACK
eve. Originally nautical.)

get something up to organize, plan,
and assemble something.

get something wrapped up Go to
GET SOMETHING SEWED UP.

get stars in one’s eyes to be
obsessed with show business; to be
fascinated with the stage. (Also
with have. See the note at GET A
BLACK EYE. Refers to stardom, as in
the stars of Hollywood or New
York.)

get the benefit of the doubt to
receive a judgment in one’s favor
when the evidence is neither for
one nor against one. (Also with
have. See the note at GET A BLACK
EYE.)

get the blues to become sad or
depressed; to become melancholy.
(Also with have. See the note at GeT
A BLACK EYE.)

get the drift of something to
understand the general idea of
something.

get the facts straight to geta
good understanding of the facts;
to make sure that all the facts are
accurate and properly stated.

get the feel of something to
acquire the ability to do some-
thing; to develop the skill or talent
for doing something.

get the final word Go to Ger THE
LAST WORD.

get the hang of something to learn
how to do something; to learn
how something works. (Also with
have. See the note at GET A BLACK
EYE.)

get the inside track to get the
advantage (over someone) because
of special connections, special
knowledge, or favoritism. (Also
with have. See the note at GET A
BLACK EYE.)

get the jump on someone to do
something before someone; to get
ahead of someone. (Also with
have. See the note at GET A BLACK
EYE.)

get the last laugh to laugh at or
ridicule someone who has laughed
at or ridiculed one; to put some-
one in the same bad position that
one was once in. (Also with have.
See the note at GET A BLACK EYE.)

get the last word axp get the
final word to make the final
point (in an argument); to make
the final decision (in some mat-
ter). (Also with have. See the note
at GET A BLACK EYE.)
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get the message

get the message Go to Ger THE
WORD.

get the nod to be chosen. (Also
with have. See the note at GET A
BLACK EYE.)

get the red-carpet treatment to
receive very special treatment; to
receive royal treatment; to be
treated like royalty.

get the runaround to receive a
series of excuses, delays, and refer-
rals.

get the shock of one’s life to
receive a serious (emotional)
shock. (Also with have. See the
note at GET A BLACK EYE.)

get the short end of the stick
AND end up with the short end
of the stick to get less (than
someone else); to be cheated or
deceived. (Also with have. See the
note at GET A BLACK EYE.)

get the upper hand (on someone)
to get into a position superior to
someone; to gain an advantage
over someone. (Also with have.
See the note at GET A BLACK EYE.)

get the word axp get the mes-
sage to receive an explanation; to
receive the final and authoritative
explanation. (Also with have. See
the note at GET A BLACK EYE.)

get through (something) 1. to
complete something; to manage to
finish something. 2. to penetrate
something.

get through to someone or some-
thing 1. to make contact, usually
on the telephone, with someone or
a group. 2. to manage to get one’s
message, feelings, desires, etc.,
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understood by someone or a
group.

get through with someone or
something 1. to finish with some-
one or something. 2. to manage to
transport someone or something
through difficulties or barriers.

get time to catch one’s breath to
find enough time to relax or
behave normally. (Also with have.
See the note at GET A BLACK EYE.)

get to do something to be allowed
to do something; to be permitted
to do something.

get to first base (with someone
or something) anp reach first
base (with someone or some-
thing) to make a major advance
with someone or something. (First
base refers to baseball.)

get to one’s feet to stand up.

get to someone to affect someone
emotionally in a bad way; to
bother someone.

get to the bottom of something to
reach an understanding of the
causes of something.

get to the heart of the matter to
focus on the essentials of a matter.

get to the point Go to come 10 THE
POINT.

get two strikes against one to get
several factors against one; to be at
a disadvantage; to get into a posi-
tion where success is unlikely.
(From baseball, where a player is
“out” after three strikes. Also with
have. See the note at GET A BLACK
EYE.)

get under someone’s skin to
bother or irritate someone. (Refers
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give credit where credit is due

to an irritant such as an insect or
chemical that penetrates the skin.)

get up enough nerve (to do
something) to become brave
enough to do something.

get up on the wrong side of the
bed anp get out of the wrong
side of the bed to get up in the
morning in a bad mood; to start
the day in a bad mood.

get wind of something to hear
about something; to receive infor-
mation about something.

get worked up about something
Go to GET WORKED UP (OVER
SOMETHING).

get worked up (over something)
AND get worked up about
something to become excited or
emotionally distressed about
something.

ghost ['gost] 7. an apparent image
of a dead person, moving among
the living.
— GIVE UP THE GHOST

giant ['dza1ont] 1. n. a fictional or
mythical humanlike creature who
is very, very large. 2. n. an unusu-
ally large person or animal. 3. n. a
person who is very important or
known to be excellent at some-
thing. 4. adj. very large; enor-
mous. (Prenominal only.)

gift ['gift] 1. n. a present; some-
thing that is given to someone
without expecting anything in
return. 2. n. a special skill or tal-
ent.

gild the lily to add ornament or
decoration to something that is
pleasing in its original state; to

attempt to improve something
that is already fine the way it is.

giraffe [d3o 'r&f] n. an African ani-
mal that has long legs and a very
long neck.

girl ['ga1] 1. n. a female child. 2. n.
a woman. (Informal. Considered
derogatory by some.) 3. #. a man’s
girlfriend. (Informal.)

girlfriend ['galfrend] 1. 7. a
woman with whom someone is
romantically involved. 2. 1. a
female friend.

give ['giv] 1. tv, irreg. to cause
someone or something to have or
receive something; to cause some-
thing to become owned by some-
one. (Past tense: GAVE; past
participle: GIVEN.) 2. tv., irreg. to
supply something; to provide
something. 3. tv., irreg. to make
some sort of a sound with the
mouth. 4. iv., irreg. to be flexible;
to be elastic; not to break when
pushed or pulled.
—> NOT GIVE IT ANOTHER THOUGHT

give a good account of oneself to
do something well or thoroughly.

give as good as one gets to give
as much as one receives. (Usually
in the present tense.)

give birth to someone or some
creature to bring a baby or other
offspring into the world through
birth.

give birth to something to develop,
invent, or start something.

give credit where credit is due
to give credit to someone who
deserves it; to acknowledge or
thank someone who deserves it.
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give in

give in [for something] to cave in;
to push in or collapse.

give in (to someone or something)
to give up to someone or some-
thing; to capitulate to someone or
something.

give one one’s freedom to set
someone free; to divorce someone.

give one’s right arm (for someone
or something) to be willing to give
something of great value for
someone or something.

give out 1. to wear out and stop; to
quit operating. 2. to be depleted.

give someone a black eye 1. to hit
someone near the eye so that a
dark bruise appears. (See also GeT
A BLACK EYE.) 2. to harm the char-
acter or reputation of someone.

give someone a buzz Go to cive
SOMEONE A RING.

give someone a clean bill of
health [for a physician] to pro-
nounce someone healthy.

give someone a piece of one’s
mind to bawl someone out; to
scold someone. (Actually to give
someone a helping of what one is
thinking about.)

give someone a ring AnD give
someone a buzz to call someone
on the telephone. (Ring and buzz
refer to the bell of a telephone.)

give someone or something back
(to someone or something) to
return someone or something to
someone or something.

give someone or something up (to
someone) to hand someone or
something over to someone; to
relinquish claims on someone or

234

something in favor of someone
else.

give someone the benefit of the
doubt to pass judgment in some-
one’s favor when the evidence is
neither for nor against that person.

give someone the eye to look at
someone in a way that communi-
cates romantic interest.

give someone the red-carpet
treatment to treat someone roy-
ally.

give someone the runaround to
give someone a series of excuses,
delays, or referrals.

give someone the shirt off one's
back to be very generous or solici-
tous of someone.

give someone what for to scold or
rebuke someone strongly. (Infor-
mal.)

give something a lick and a
promise to do something
poorly—quickly and carelessly.

give something a shot axp take a
shot at something to try some-
thing.

give something a whirl make a try
at something. (Here wHIRL = a try.)

give something away (to someone)
1. to donate to, or bestow some-
thing upon, someone. 2. to tell a
secret to someone. 3. to reveal the
answer to a question, riddle, or
problem to someone.

give something off to release or
send out something; to emit or
exude something.

give something out 1. to distribute
something; to pass something out.
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glide

2. to make something known to
the public.

give something over (to someone
or something) to hand something
over to someone or something.

give something up to yield some-
thing or someone.

give the bride away [for a bride’s
father] to accompany the bride to
the groom in a wedding ceremony.

give the devil her due Go to cive
THE DEVIL HIS DUE.

give the devil his due axp give
the devil her due to give one’s
foe proper credit (for something).

give up (on someone or something)
to give up trying to do something
with someone or something, such
as being friendly, giving advice,
managing, etc.

give up the ghost to die; to release
one’s spirit.

given ['grv an] Past participle of
GIVE.

a given a fact that is taken for
granted; a fact that is assumed.

given to doing something likely to
do something; inclined to do
something habitually.

glad ['gled] 1. adj. happy; content;
pleased; joyful. (Adv: gladly.
Comp: gladder; sup: gladdest.)
2. adj. causing happiness, pleas-
ure, or joy. (Adv: gladly. Comp:
gladder; sup: gladdest.)

glamour ['glem 2] n. charm and
beauty. (No plural.)

glance ['glens] n. a brief look
toward someone or something.

glance at something axp glance
through something; glance over

something to quickly look at or
over someone or something; to
read something quickly.

glance back (at someone) 1. to
look quickly again at someone.
2. to look quickly at someone who
is behind you.

glance down (at something) to
look quickly downward at some-
thing.

glance off ((of) someone or some-
thing) to bounce off someone or
something.

glance over something Go to
GLANCE AT SOMETHING.

glance through something Go to
GLANCE AT SOMETHING.

glare ['glex] 1. n. a harsh, angry
stare. 2. n. strong, bright light.
(No plural.) 3. iv. to stare angrily.

glass ['glas] 1. n. a hard, stiff, eas-
ily broken, usually clear substance,
used to make windows, drinking
GLASSES as in (2), eyeglasses, etc.
(Plural only for types and
instances.) 2. n. a container that is
used to drink from, usually made
of @. (The aLass for drinking does
not have a handle.) 3. n. the con-
tents of ).

glasses . evecLasses. (Treated as
plural. Short for EvEGLASSES. (Num-
ber is expressed with pair(s) of
glasses.)

glee ['gli] n. great happiness. (No
plural.)

gleeful ['gli ful] adj. very happy;
joyful. (Adv: gleefully.)

glide ['glaid] 1. iv. to move
smoothly. 2. iv. to move through
the air without engine power.
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global ['glob 1] adj. of or about the
whole world; worldwide. (Adv:
globally.)

globe ['glob] 1. 7. a ball; a sphere.
2. n. a ball or sphere with a map of
the world on it. 3. n. the earth; the
world.

gloom ['glum] n. the feeling of sad-
ness and dullness. (No plural.)

glorify ['glor o fai] 1. tv. to honor
or worship someone; to praise
someone or something. 2. tv. to
exaggerate the importance of
someone or something.

glorious ['glorias] adj. beautiful;
splendid; wonderful. (Adv: glori-
ously.)

glory ['glori] 1. n. praise and
honor. (No plural.) 2. n. some-
thing of great beauty or wonder.

glossary ['glos o ri] 7. a list of
words and their definitions, as
used within a particular book or
article.

glove ['glav] n. one of a pair of fit-
ted coverings for the hand, typi-
cally made of fabric or leather and
having individual “pockets” for
each finger and thumb.
— FIT LIKE A GLOVE
—> HAND IN GLOVE (WITH SOMEONE)
—> HANDLE SOMEONE WITH KID GLOVES

glow ['glo] 1. iv. to shine; to give
off a weak light. 2. iv. to be very
hot; to be so hot as to be red, yel-
low, or white with heat. 3. iv. to be
very excited with emotion or
energy. 4. iv. to show a healthy
appearance; to have bright red

cheeks. 5. 1. a weak light.
— FEEL A GLOW OF SOMETHING
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glue ['glu] 1. n. a thick, sticky lig-
uid that is used to make some-
thing stick to something else; an
adhesive. (Plural only for types
and instances.) 2. tv. to stick
something to something else using

glum ['glam] adj. sad; disap-
pointed. (Adv: glumly. Comp:
glummer; sup: glummest.)

glut ['glat] 1. 5. too much of some-
thing. 2. tv. to supply someone or
something with too much of
something.

glutton ['glat n] n. someone who
eats or drinks too much.

a glutton for punishment some-
one who seems to like doing or
seeking out difficult, unpleasant,
or badly paid tasks.

gnash one’s teeth to slash and
chop with the teeth.

gnat ['net] n. a small fly that bites.

gnaw (away) at someone to worry
someone; to create constant anxi-
ety in someone.

gnaw (away) at someone or some-
thing to chew at someone or some-
thing.

gnaw on something to chew on
something. (Usually said of an
animal.)

g0 ['go] 1. iv,, irreg. to move from
one place to another; [for time] to
progress or pass. 2. tv., irreg. to
practice or perform certain sports
activities, such as running, swim-
ming, canoeing, fencing, jogging,
skiing, walking, or other activities
expressed with words ending in
-ing. (Past tense: WENT; past par-
ticiple: coNE. The third-perso