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The Concise New Partridge Dictionary of Slang
and Unconventional English

The Concise New Partridge presents, for the first time, all the slang terms from the New Partridge
Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English in a single volume.

With over 60,000 entries from around the English-speaking world, the Concise gives you the
language of beats, hipsters, Teddy Boys, mods and rockers, hippies, pimps, druggies, whores,

punks, skinheads, ravers, surfers, Valley girls, dudes, pill-popping truck drivers, hackers, rappers
and more.

The Concise New Partridge is a spectacular resource infused with humour and learning - it’s
rude, it’s delightful, and it’s a prize for anyone with a love of language.
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PREFACE

Eric Partridge made a deep and enduring contribution to
the study and understanding of slang. In the eight editions
of The Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English
published between 1937 and 1984, Partridge recorded and
defined the slang and unconventional English of Great
Britain, and to a lesser extent her dominions, from the
1600s to the 1970s. For the years up to 1890, Partridge
was by his own admission quite reliant on Farmer and
Henley’s Slang and its Analogues, which he used as an
‘expansible framework’. When it came to the slang for the
years 1890 to 1945, Partridge was original and brilliant,
especially in his treatment of underworld and military
slang. His attitude towards language was scholarly and
fun-loving, scientific and idiosyncratic. His body of work,
scholarship and dignity of approach led the way and set
the standard for every other English-language slang
lexicographer of the twentieth century.

Our respect for Partridge has not blinded us to the
features of his work that have drawn criticism over the
years. His protocol for alphabetising was quirky. His dating
was often problematic. His etymologies at times strayed
from the plausible to the fanciful. His classification by
register (slang, cant, jocular, vulgar, coarse, high, low, etc.)
was intensely subjective and not particularly useful.
Furthermore, his early decision to exclude American slang
created increasingly difficult problems for him as the years
passed and the influence of American slang grew. Lastly,
Partridge grew to lose the ability to relate to the
vocabulary he was recording. In 1937, Partridge was a man
of his time, but the same could no longer be said in 1960.
There is a profound relationship between language and
culture, and neither Partridge nor Paul Beale, editor of the
8th edition, seem to have assimilated the cultural changes
that began at the end of World War 2. This left them
without the cultural knowledge needed to understand the
language that they were recording. Their lack of cultural
understanding accelerated with time, and this is sadly
reflected in the later entries. Beatniks and drug addicts,
and their slang, baffled Partridge and Beale, who lacked
either the personal experience or historical perspective
needed to understand underlying countercultures.

Partridge himself observed, ‘More than almost any
other kind of book, a dictionary constantly needs to be
revised; especially, of course, if it deals with the current
form of a language and therefore has to be kept up to
date’. With The New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and
Unconventional English we tried to do just that. We picked
up where Partridge left off, recording the slang and
unconventional English of the English-speaking world since
World War 2 with the same scholarship and joy in
language that characterised Partridge’s work. We are not,
and cannot be, Partridge: but we can strive to be proud
heirs of Partridge and to speak with a voice that Partridge
would recognise as an echo of his own. We have worked
hard to continue the Partridge tradition, observing high
standards of lexicography while producing an accessible
work informed by, and infused with, the humour, mischief

and energy that are endemic to slang. This Concise
version of the New Partridge contains every entry in New
Partridge as well as several hundred new words that have
come into the slang lexicon since 2005. The Concise is
presented without the hundreds of thousands of citations
in the New Partridge, creating an affordable alternative to
our update of Partridge. Lastly, we improved dating infor-
mation given on hundreds of headwords.

Criteria for inclusion

We use three criteria for including a term or phrase in this
dictionary. We include (1) slang and unconventional
English, (2) used anywhere in the English-speaking world
and (3) after 1945.

Rather than focus too intently on a precise definition
of slang or on whether a given entry is slang, jargon or
colloquial English, we take full advantage of the wide net
cast by Partridge when he chose to record ‘slang and
unconventional English’ instead of just slang, which is,
after all, without any settled test of purity. We have con-
sidered for inclusion all unconventional English that has
been used with the purpose or effect of either lowering
the formality of communication and reducing solemnity
and/or identifying status or group and putting oneself in
tune with one’s company. A term recorded here might be
slang, slangy jargon, a colloquialism, an acronym, an
initialism, a vulgarism or a catchphrase. In all instances,
an entry imparts a message beyond the text and literal
meaning. This approach is especially useful when dealing
with world slang and unconventional English. A broader
range has permitted inclusion of many Caribbean entries,
for instance, which merit inclusion but might not meet a
stringent pure-slang-only test. Our only real deviation from
Partridge’s inclusion criteria is a much diminished body of
nicknames. The regiment nicknames that populate
Partridge’s work no longer fulfil the language function that
they did in the United Kingdom of Partridge’s day.

If there was a question as to whether a potential
entry fell within the target register, we erred on the side of
inclusion. We generally chose to include poorly attested
words, presenting the entry and our evidence of usage to
the reader who is free to determine if a candidate passes
probation.

Partridge limited his dictionary to Great Britain and
her dominions. We elected the broader universe of the
English-speaking world. Globalisation has affected many
facets of life, not the least of which is our language. There
are words that are uniquely Australian, American or
British, but it is impossible to ignore or deny the extent of
cross-pollination that exists between cultures as regards
slang. We were aided in our global gathering by
indigenous contributors from Australia, Canada, the
Caribbean, Ireland and New Zealand. We also include
pidgin, Creolised English and borrowed foreign terms used
by English-speakers in  primarily English-language
conversation. We include slang and unconventional English
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heard and used at any time after 1945. We chose the end
of the war in 1945 as our starting point primarily because
it marked the beginning of a series of profound cultural
changes that produced the lexicon of modern and
contemporary slang. The cultural transformations since
1945 are mind-boggling. Television, computers, drugs,
music, unpopular wars, youth movements, changing racial
sensitivities and attitudes towards sex and sexuality are all
substantial factors that have shaped culture and language.

No term is excluded on the grounds that it might be
considered offensive as a racial, ethnic, religious, sexual or
any kind of slur. This dictionary contains many entries and
citations that will, and should, offend. To exclude a term
or citation because it is offensive is to deny the fact that
it is used: we are not prescriptivists and this is simply not
our job. At the same time, we try to avoid definitions or
editorial comment that might offend.

We were tempted, but finally chose not to include an
appendix of gestures, although many serve the same
function as slang. Examples include the impudent middle
finger, Ralph Cramden’s Raccoon greeting and handshake,
the elaborate mimes that signal ‘jerk-off’ or ‘dickhead’,
Johnny Carson’s golf swing, Vic Reeves’ lascivious thigh
rubbing and Arsenio Hall’'s finger-tip-touch greeting.
Neither did we include an appendix of computer language
such as emoticons or leet speak, although we have
included throughout several of the more prominent
examples of Internet and text messaging shorthand that
have become known outside the small circle of initial
users.

We tried but in the end decided not to include the
word/word phenomenon (‘Is she your friend friend or
friend friend?’) or the word/word/word construction (‘The
most important three things in real estate are location,
location, location’). We could not include the obvious
pregnant silence that suggests ‘fuck’ (‘What the **** do
you think you’re doing?’). We shied away from the
lexicalised animal noises that often work their way into
informal conversation, such as a cat noise when someone
is behaving nastily. We similarly did not include musical
phrases that have become part of our spoken vocabulary,
such as the four-note theme of The Twilight Zone which is
used to imply an uncanny weirdness in any coincidence, or
melodramatic hummed violin music that serves as vocal
commentary on any piteous tale.

Using The Concise New Partridge

We hope that our presentation is self-evident and that it
requires little explanation. We use only a few abbreviations
and none of the stylistic conceits near and dear to the
hearts of lexicographers.

Headwords

We wuse indigenous spelling for headwords. This is
especially relevant in the case of the UK arse and US ass.
For Yiddish words, we use Leo Rosten’s spelling, which
favours ‘sh-’ over ‘sch-’. An initialism is shown in upper
case without full stops (for example, BLT), except that
acronyms (pronounced like individual lexical items) are
lower case (for example, snafu).

Including every variant spelling of a headword
seemed neither practical nor helpful to the reader. For the
spelling of headwords, we chose the form found in
standard dictionaries or the most common forms, ignoring

uncommon variants as well as common hyphenation
variants of compounds and words ending in ‘ie’ or ‘y’. For
this reason, citations may show variant spellings not found
in the headword.

Placement of phrases

As a general rule, phrases are placed under their first sig-
nificant word. However, some invariant phrases are listed
as headwords; for example, a stock greeting, stock reply or
catchphrase. Terms that involve a single concept are
grouped together as phrases under the common
headword; for example, burn rubber, lay rubber and peel
rubber are all listed as phrases under the headword
rubber.

Definition

In dealing with slang from all seven continents, we
encountered more than a few culture-specific terms. For
such terms, we identify the domain or geographic location
of the term’s usage. We use conventional English in the
definitions, turning to slang only when it is both
substantially more economical than the use of convention-
al English and is readily understood by the average reader.

Gloss

The voice and tone of The New Partridge Dictionary of
Slang and Unconventional English is most obvious in the
gloss: the brief explanations that Partridge used for ‘edi-
torial comment’ or ‘further elucidation’. Partridge warned
against using the gloss to show what clever and learned
fellows we are - a warning that we heed to the very
limited extent it could apply to us. We chose to
discontinue Partridge’s classification by register.

Country of origin

As is the case with dating, further research will
undoubtedly produce a shift in the country of origin for a
number of entries. We resolutely avoided guesswork and
informed opinion.

Dating

Even Beale, who as editor of the 8th edition was the direct
inheritor of Partridge’s trust, noted that Partridge’s dating
‘must be treated with caution’. We recognise that the
accurate dating of slang is far more difficult than dating
conventional language. Virtually every word in our lexicon
is spoken before it is written, and this is especially true of
unconventional terms. The recent proliferation of elec-
tronic databases and powerful search engines will
undoubtedly permit the antedating of many of the entries.
Individualised dating research, such as Allen Walker’s hunt
for the origin of ‘OK’ or Barry Popik’s exhaustive work on
terms such as ‘hot dog’, produces dramatic antedatings:
we could not undertake this level of detailed research for
every entry.

Conclusion

In the preface to his 1755 Dictionary of the English
Language, Samuel Johnson noted that ‘A large work is
difficult because it is large,’ and that ‘Every writer of a
long work commits errors’. In addition to improvements in
our dating of terms and identification of the country of
origin, it is inevitable that some of our definitions are
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incorrect or misleading, especially where the sense is
subtle and fleeting, defying paraphrasing, or where kindred
senses are interwoven. It is also inevitable that some
quotations are included in a mistaken sense. For these
errors, we apologise in advance.

We carry the flame for words that are usually judged
only by the ill-regarded company they keep. Just as
Partridge did for the sixteenth century beggars and rakes,
for whores of the eighteenth century, and for the armed
services of the two world wars, we try to do for the slang
users of the last 60 years. We embrace the language of

beats, hipsters, Teddy Boys, mods and rockers, hippies,
pimps, druggies, whores, punks, skinheads, ravers, surfers,
Valley Girls, dudes, pill-popping truck drivers, hackers,
rappers and more. We have tried to do what Partridge saw
as necessary, which was simply to keep up to date.

Tom Dalzell, Berkeley, California

Terry Victor, Caerwent, South Wales

Spring 2005

Re-edited for the Concise edition in the spring of 2007






ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Our debt to Sophie Oliver defies description. With good
humour and a saintly tolerance for our so-called wit and
attempts to corrupt, she herded this project through from
a glimmer in the eye to print on the page.

We bow to and thank the following who helped along
the way: Mary Ann Kernan, who was charged with putting
this project together in 1999 and 2000; John Williams,
who must be credited for all that is right about our
lexicography and excused for anything that is not; Robert
Hay and Mike Tarry of Alden for their unending work on
the database and cheerful handling of every problem we
could throw at them; Claire L’Enfant; James Folan for
rescuing us in the content edit phase; Louise Hake for her
cheerful determination in the editing and production
phases; our fine copy editors Sandra Anderson, Howard
Sargeant and Laura Wedgeworth; and Aine Duffy for her
enthusiastically scurrilous vision of the whole project as it
developed.

Finallyy, we thank Oxford University Press for
providing us with access to the ‘Oxford English Dictionary
Online’, a brilliant online presentation of the Oxford
English Dictionary, one of the leading sources for dating.

Tom Dalzell and Terry Victor

This dictionary would never have seen the light of day
without the time and support given to me by my family -
Cathy most notably, also Jake, Julia, Rosalie and Charlotte.
I thank and owe you big-time, major league and
humongously. Who knew it would take so much? In their
own ways, and from a distance, my parents guided.
Audrey, Emily and Reggae started the project with me but
did not stay for the end.

| also thank: my slang mentors Paul Dickson and
Madeline Kripke (and better mentors you could not hope
for); Archie Green, who saved Peter Tamony’s work for
posterity and encouraged me throughout this project;
Jesse Sheidlower, Jonathon Green and Susan Ford, slang
lexicographers, friends and comrades in words; Dr Lisa
Winer for her voluminous and fine work on the slang of
Trinidad and Tobago; Jan Tent for his excellent collection
of Fijian slang; Dr Jerry Zientara, the learned and helpful
librarian at the Institute for Advanced Study of Human
Sexuality in San Francisco, which kindly opened its
incomparable library to me; Tom Miller, Bill Stolz, John
Konzal and Patricia Walker, archivists at the Western
Historical Manuscript Collection, University of Missouri at
Columbia, for their help and insights during my work with
the Peter Tamony archives; the Hon. Sir Colville Young for
leading me to Richard Allsopp; Jim Holliday for his help on
the slang of pornography; Jennifer Goldstein for her help
on the slang of sex dancers; Richard Perlman for his
patient and Zen-like technological help; Angela Jacobson,
Elizabeth Mclnnis and Caitlan Perlman, who helped as

readers; Mr Baldwin, Mr Muir, Mr Lee, Dr Robert Regan
and Dr Gordon Kelly for the English and popular culture
they taught me.

I thank my fellow language writers and
lexicographers who were generous in their encouragement,
advice and assistance: Reinhold Aman, a brave and
brilliant pioneer, the late Robert Chapman, Gerald Cohen,
Trevor Cralle, Jim Crotty, Connie Eble, Jonathan Lighter,
Edward MacNeal, Geoffrey Nunberg, Judi Sanders, Leslie
Savan and Oliver Trager.

Our Australian contributor, James Lambert, was given
recourse to the various databases of the Macquarie Library
Pty Ltd, who publish synchronic dictionaries for the
Australian and Asian markets, and for these vast resources
we are grateful.

Lastly, | acknowledge Terry Victor. The demands of
this project have only strengthened our friendship.

Tom Dalzell

My wife, Liz, deserves a dictionary entry of her own as a
definition of tolerance, patience and encouragement way
beyond conventional expectations. In the wider world, my
sister and family added to both my library and vocabulary;
and my other family, now in Spain, even went so far as to
put a christening on hold until a deadline had been met,
as well as allowing me access to the playground language
of our time. | must also thank Gerri Smith for her tolerant
understanding that | could not be in two places at once.

Serendipity brought me to Tom Dalzell and through
him | have had the advantage and benefit of all of the
influences and providers of expertise that he names
above, especially Jonathon Green. In addition to those
named | am grateful for the knowledgeable
encouragement of Michael Quinion and David Crystal;
and, in matters polari, Paul Baker.

For particular contributions | would like to thank:
Flight Lieutenant Andrew Resoli; Lisa and Tim Hale; David
Morrison; some of the inmates at HMP High Down in the
summer of 2002; Antonio Lillo for his work on rhyming
slang; various magazine editors and journalists who
addressed so many of my queries of modern usage; and,
for a splendid collection of cocaine-related slang, a certain
group of musicians (whose management would prefer
that they remain anonymous). | also enjoyed the advan-
tage of the correspondence that the Partridge and Beale
8th edition still attracts: | am grateful to all who wrote
in, and | look forward to seeing more contributions at
www.partridge-slang.com.

Above all, I must make mention of two people: Eric
Partridge, who is my hero, and Tom Dalzell, who is my
friend.

Terry Victor






OBSERVATIONS ON SLANG AND
UNCONVENTIONAL ENGLISH

Some notes on the challenges of lexicography, drawn entirely from the writings
of Eric Partridge (1894 -1979)

Partridge wrote widely on matters concerning the English
language. He did not, by any means, restrict his interest to
matters slang and unconventional; however, it is his work
in this area that had, and continues to have, the greatest
impact, and on which his reputation is most celebrated.
He wrote more than forty books in his lifetime,
considering such diverse topics as abbreviations, American
tramp and underworld slang, British and American English
since 1900, comic alphabets, English and American
Christian names, Shakespeare’s bawdy, usage and abusage,
and he contributed to many, many more. It is so
substantial a body of work that any list short of a full bib-
liography will inevitably do his great achievement a
disservice. He was a philologist, etymologist, lexicographer,
essayist and dictionary-maker; he is a legend and an inspi-
ration.

The flavour, and wisdom, of Partridge’s work is
gathered in the quotations that follow, loosely grouped by
subject, and presented under sub-headings that make new
use of a selection of his book and article titles.

Slang Today and Yesterday

From about 1850, slang has been the accepted term
for ‘illegitimate’ colloquial speech: but since then,
especially among the lower classes, ‘lingo’ has been
a synonym, and so also, chiefly among the cultured
and the pretentious, has ‘argot’. Now ‘argot’, being
merely the French for ‘slang’, has no business to be
used thus - it can rightly be applied only to French
slang of French cant: and ‘lingo’ properly means a
simplified language that, like Beach-la-Mar and
Pidgin-English, represents a distortion of (say)
English by coloured peoples speaking English indeed
but adapting it to their own phonetics and grammar.
‘Jargon’ - originally as in Chaucer, used of the
warbling of birds - has long been employed loosely
and synonymously for slang, but it should be
reserved for the technicalities of science, the pro-
fessions and the trades: though, for such technical-
ities, ‘shop’ is an equally good word.'

[Sllang is much rather a spoken than a literary
language. It originates, nearly always, in speech.’

Slang is easy enough to use, but very hard to write
about with the facile convincingness that a subject
apparently so simple would, at first sight, seem to
demand. But the simplest things are the hardest to
define, certainly the hardest to discuss, for it is

usually at first sight only that their simplicity is what
strikes one the most forcibly. And slang, after all, is a
peculiar kind of vagabond language, always hanging
on the outskirts of legitimate speech, but continually
straying or forcing its way into the most respectable
company.

Language in general and every kind of language
belongs to everyone who wishes to use it.’

Slang, being the quintessence of colloquial speech,
must always be related to convenience rather than
scientific laws, grammatical rules and philosophical
ideals. As it originates, so it flourishes best, in
colloquial speech.

Slang may and often does fill a gap in accepted
language.’

Words, Words, Words!

Every group or association, from a pair of lovers to a
secret society however large, feels, at some time or
other, the need to defend itself against outsiders,
and therefore creates a slang designed to conceal its
thoughts: and the greater the need for secrecy, the
more extensive and complete is the slang[.]1

The specialization that characterizes every vocation
leads naturally to a specialized vocabulary, to the
invention of new words or the re-charging of old
words. Such special words and phrases become slang
only when they are used outside their vocational
group and then only if they change their meaning or
are applied in other ways [...] But, whatever the
source, personality and one’s surroundings (social or
occupational) are the two co-efficients, the two chief
factors, the determining causes of the nature of slang,
as they are of language in general and of style.'

One kind of eyewash, the army’s innumerable ‘states’
and ‘returns’ was known as bumf, short for bum-
fodder: the abbreviation was common in English
public schools from before 1900; the full term for
toilet-paper dates back to the seventeenth century,
when it was coined by Urquhart, the translator
of Rabelais; Urquhart is one of the most prolific
originators of the obscenities and vulgarities of our
language, and with him rank Shakespeare and
Burns.*
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In English, the ideas most fertile in synonyms are
those of drinking, drunkenness money, and the sex-
ual organs and act.’

Many slang words, indeed, are drawn from
pleasurable activities (games, sports,
entertainments), from the joy of life, from a gay
abandon: for this reason it has been wittily called
‘language on a picnic’.

Common to - indeed, very common in - the
jazzman’s and the Beatnik’s vocabulary is the noun
pad, whence the entirely Beatnik pad me, a cat’s
invitation to a chick to share his room and bed. [...]
The Beatniks got it from the jazzmen who got it
from the American underworld who got it from the
British underworld (pad, a bed) who got it from
Standard English of the sixteenth-eighteenth
centuries (pad, a bundle of straw to lie on).

The metaphors and allusions [in slang] are generally
connected with some temporary phase, some
ephemeral vogue, some unimportant incident; if the
origin is not nailed down at the time, it is rarely
recoverable.’

[Blorrowings from foreign languages produce slang;
and every language borrows. Borrowings, indeed,
have a way of seeming slangy or of being welcomed
by slang before standard speech takes them into its
sanctum.’

War always produces a rich crop of slang.®

[W]lar (much as we may hate to admit the fact),
because, in all wars, both soldiers and sailors and,
since 1914, airmen and civilians as well, have
imported or adopted or invented hundreds of words,
terms, phrases, this linguistic aspect ranking as, if we
except the unexceptable ‘climate of courage,’ the
only good result of war.”

Human characteristics, such as a love of mystery and
a confidential air (a lazy freemasonry), vanity, the
imp of perversity that lurks in every heart, the
impulse to rebellion, and that irrepressible spirit of
adventure which, when deprived of its proper
outlook in action, perforce contents itself with verbal
audacity (the adventure of speech): these and others
are at the root of slangl.]'

Here, There and Everywhere

When we come to slang and familiar speech gener-
ally, we come to that department of the vocabulary
in which British and American differences are
naturally greater than anywhere else, just as they are
greater in the colloquial language generally than in
the literary.?

American slang is more volatile than English and it
tends, also, to have more synonyms, but a greater
number of those synonyms are butterflies of a day;
English synonyms are used more for variety than
from weariness or a desire to startle. Amerlcan slang
is apt to be more brutal than Engllsh[]

Canada also has an extensive and picturesque
objective slang, but that slang is 80 per cent
American, with the remainder rather more English
than native-Canadianl...] it is linguistically unfair to
condemn it for being so much indebted to its near
and ‘pushing’ neighbour[.]'

Australian speech and writing have, from the outset,
tended to be unconventional [..] The
unconventionality is linguistic.

The truth is that South African slang, as distinct
from indispensable Africanderisms, is not intrinsically
so vivid, humorous, witty, or divinely earthy as
Canadian and Australian slang, nor is it nearly so
extensive, nor has it, except during the Boer War,
succeeded in imposing itself upon English slang,
much less upon Standard English[.]’

New Zealand is like South Africa in that its popu-
lation is too small to have much influenced the
language of the mother country whether in Standard
or in unconventional English.’

Usage and Abusage

Some of the upstart qualities [of slang] and part of
the aesthetic (as opposed to the moral) impropriety
spring from the four features present in all slang,
whatever the period and whatever the country: the
search for novelty; volatility and light-headedness as
well as light-heartedness; ephemerality; the sway of
fashion. In the standard speech and still more in
slang we note that the motive behind figurative
expressions and all neologisms is the desire to
escape from the old accepted phrase: the desire for
novelty operates more freely, audaciously, and rapidly
in slang - that is the only difference. [...OIf the
numerous slang words taken up by the masses and
the classes, most have only a short life, and that
when they die, unhonoured and unsung, they are
almost immediately replaced by novelties equally
transitory: the word is dead, long live the word!
[...S]lang, as to the greater part of its vocabulary and
especially as to its cuckoo-calling phrases and it’s
parrot-sayings, is evanescent; it is the residuum that,
racy and expressive, makes the study of slang revel-
atory of the pulsing life of the language.’

[Sllang is indicative not only of man’s earthiness but
of his indomitable spirit: it sets him in his proper
place: relates a man to his fellows, to his world and
the world, and to the universe.”

And slang is employed for one (or two or more) of
thirteen reasons:

1 In sheer high spirits; ‘just for the fun of the
thing’.

As an exercise in wit or humour.

To be ‘different’ — to be novel.

To be picturesque.

To be startling; to startle.

To escape from cliché’s and long-windedness.
To enrich the language.

To give solidity and concreteness to the
abstract and the idealistic, and nearness to the
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distant scene or object.
9 To reduce solemnity, pain, tragedy.
To put oneself in tune with one’s company.
11 To induce friendliness or intimacy.

12 To show that one belongs to a certain school,
trade or profession, intellectual set or social
class. In short to be in the fashion - or to
prove that someone else isn’t.

13 To b1e1 secret — not understood by those around

one.

But no real stylist, no-one capable of good speaking
or good writing, is likely to be harmed by the
occasional employment of slang; provided that he is
conscious of the fact, he can employ it both
frequently and freely without stultifying his mind,
impoverishing his vocabulary, or vitiating the taste
and the skill that he brings to the using of that
vocabulary. Except in formal and dignified writing and
in professional speaking, a vivid and extensive slang is
perhaps preferable to a jejune and meagre vocabulary
of standard English; on the other hand, it will hardly
be denied that, whether in writing or speech, a sound
though restricted vocabulary of standard English is
preferable to an equally small vocabulary of slang,
however vivid may be that slang.’

The Gentle Art of Lexicography

| began early in life: and it is the course of my life
which, allied to a natural propensit¥ to original sin,
has made a lexicographer out of me."

For most of us, a dictionary is hardly a book to read;
a good dictionary, however, is a book to browse in.
Some dictionaries are so well written that one just
goes on and on. To write such a dictionary has
always been my ambition."

Slang [etymology/lexicography] demands a mind
constantly on the qui vive; an ear constantly keyed to
the nuances of everyday speech, whether among
scholars or professional men or craftsmen or
labourers; a very wide reading of all kinds of books."

I have read much that is hopelessly inferior,
hopelessly mediocre; and much that, although
interesting, is yet devoid of literary value. But ever
since my taste acquired a standard, | have been able
to extract some profit from even the most trashy
book."

There is far more imagination and enthusiasm in the
makin& of a good dictionary than in the average
novel.

Words at War: Words at Peace

For over a century, there have been protests against
the use of slang and controversies on the relation of
slang to the literary language or, as it is now usually
called, Standard English. Purists have risen in their
wrath and conservatives in their dignity to defend
the Bastille of linguistic purity against the
revolutionary rabble. The very vehemence of the

Not
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attack and the very sturdinessof the defence have
ensured that only the fittest survive to gain entrance
to the citadel, there establish themselves, and then
become conservatives and purists in their turn.’

Any term that prevents us from thinking, any term
that we employ to spare us from searching for the
right word, is a verbal narcotic. As though there
weren’t too many narcotics already..."”

Words are very important things; at the lowest
estimate, they are indispensable counters of
communication.’
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A noun 1 amphetamine us 19%7. 2 LSD. An abbreviation of ACID US
1977. 3 in a deck of playing cards, an ace us, 19ss. » get A into G;
get your A into G to stop idling; to apply yourself to an activity;
to start doing something useful. Euphemistic for GET YOUR ARSE IN
GEAR NEW ZEALAND, 2002

A adjective 1 reserved for the best the best Us 1945. 2 anal Us, 1997

a2m noun a scene in a pornographic film in which an object or body
part is withdrawn from a rectum and taken into a mouth without
either washing or editing. Shorthand for ‘ass-to-mouth’ us, 1997

A3 anytime, anyplace, anywhere. An abbreviation used in text
messaging UK, 2003

AAA noun an amphetamine tablet. In the US, the AAA is the national
automobile club, which, like an amphetamine tablet, helps you get
from one place to another us, 1993

A and A noun in the military, a leave for rest and recreation. A
jocular abbreviation of ‘ass and alcohol” us, 196

A and B noun assault and battery s 193

aap; arp noun a marijuana cigarette. From Afrikaans for ‘monkey’
SOUTH AFRICA, 1946

aardvark noun an F-111 combat aircraft or any aircraft that is
awkward-looking or difficult to fly. Vietnam war usage Us, 1963

ab noun an abscess, especially as a result of injecting drugs us, 1952

AB noun 1 the Aryan Brotherhood, a white prison gang in the US us,
1990. 2 the bleed period of the menstrual cycle. An abbreviation of
‘Annie Brown’ NEW ZEALAND, 199

ABA noun a traveller's cheque us, 1935

abb adjective abnormal us, 1991

abba-dabba noun chatter, gossip. Undoubtedly originated with the
song ‘The Aba-Daba Honeymoon’, written in 1913 and re-released
with great success by Larry Clinton and His Orchestra in March
1948, in which ‘abba-dabba’ is the chatter of monkeys us, 191

abba-dabba adjective dark-skinned, especially Arabic us, 1975
abbed adjective having well-defined abdominal muscles Uk, 2002

abbey noun a swindler who impersonates a priest us, 1950. » on the
abbey engaged in a swindle involving clergy impersonation us, 1992

abbott noun a capsule of pentobarbital sodium (trade name
Nembutal™), a central nervous system depressant. From the name
of the manufacturer us, 1971

Abby Singer noun in television and film making, the next-to-last
shot of the day. Singer was active in US television from the early
1950s until the late 1980s; his name became an eponym when he
was an Assistant Director in the 1950s us, 1990

ABC noun 1 an American-born Chinese us 7924, 2 in poker, the ace,
two and three uUs, 1983

ABC adjective Of a piece of chewing gum, already been chewed.
Childish usage us, 2004

ABC ad noun a newspaper advertisement listing shows in
alphabetical order us, 1973

ABC class noun the entry grade in a primary school TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO, 2003

ABCing you used as a farewell. Intended as a clever variant of I'll
be seeing you' uS, 1947

ABC’s noun underwear Us, 1949

ABC-ya used as a farewell. Intended as a clever variant of I'll be
seeing you’ US, 2002

abdabs; habdabs; screaming abdabs noun a condition of anxiety,
uneasiness, nervousness; also, but rarely, delirium tremens or a

state of enraged frustration. Always following ‘the’, usually now
phrased (to give someone) the screaming abdabs Uk 1946

abdicate verb to vacate a public toilet upon orders of a homosexual-
rousting attendant. The royal imagery is derived from the homo-
sexual as QUEEN US, 1941

Abdul noun 1 used as a term of address for any Turkish soldier. World
War 1 coinage Uk 1925. 2 any male Arab. Gulf war usage us, 1991

Abe noun 1 a five-dollar note. An abbreviation of ABE LINCOLN US, 1945.
2 any Jewish male. Also variant ‘Abie’. From the archetypal Jewish
name: Abraham us, 1914

A bean noun a capsule of MDMA, the recreational drug best known
as ecstasy UK, 2003

Abe Lincoln noun a five-dollar note. The note bears an engraving of
President Lincoln us, 1966

Aber nickname Aberdare, Abergavenny, Aberystwyth or any town so
constructed. From Welsh for ‘where two waters meet’ Uk: WALES, 2001

abercrombie noun 1 a person devoted to prep-school fashions and
style Us, 2004. 2 someone who strives at creating the impression of
knowing all us, 1945

abfab adjective absolutely fabulous. Originally the slang of Australian
teenagers. From early 1990s in the UK it has been the widely fam-
iliar short-form of popular television situation comedy Absolutely
Fabulous AUSTRALIA, 1965

Abigail noun a staid, traditional, middle-aged homosexual man us,
1972

able adjective strong, capable, courageous. In general speech, this
word is usually followed by ‘to do [something]’, but the Canadian
use tends to follow the otherwise obsolete pattern of letting it
stand alone or with an intensifier canvapa, 19s0. » can’t spell able
be unable to do what you are told to do BARBADOS, 199

Able Dog noun the propeller-driven Douglas AD Skyraider. Based on
the letters A and D in phonetic alphabet. The Skyraider was
manufactured between 1946 and 1957; it saw service in Korea and
Vietnam us, 1961

able Grable noun a sexually attractive girl Us, 1945

abo noun an Australian Aboriginal. An abbreviation of ‘aborigine’
blended with the -0’ suffix. Now a strongly taboo word, formerly
in frequent use by white people, and viewed by them as less
marked than other terms such as ‘boong’ or ‘coon’. It was even
used in names for products, businesses, etc AUSTRALIA, 1906

abo adjective Australian Aboriginal; of, or pertaining to, Australian
Aboriginals AUSTRALIA, 19711

aboard adverb present, part of an enterprise us 1957. » go aboard
of someone to act vigorously and aggressively, to attack, or scold
VIgorously CANADA, 1950

A-bomb; atom bomb noun marijuana combined in a cigarette with
cocaine, heroin or opium. The addition of narcotic enhancements
to a BOMB (a marijuana cigarette) is signified by the ‘A" us 1969

A-bombed adjective under the influence of amphetamines us, 1975

A-bone noun a Model A Ford car, first built in 1927 Us, 1951

aboot preposition used as a humorous attempt to duplicate a
Canadian saying ‘about’ us, 1995

abort verb to defecate after being the passive partner in anal sex us

abortion noun a misfortune; an ugly person or thing us, 1943

about-face noun a 180-degree turn executed while driving fast us,
1965

about it; ’bout it adjective in favour of something us, 2001
about right adjective correct, adequate Uk 1850
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above board adjective entirely honest. From card playing Uk 1616

above par adjective 1 in excellent health or spirits. Originates from
describing stocks and shares as above face value Uk 1937. 2 mildly
drunk. By extension from the previous sense Uk, 1984

abracadabra, please and thank you used as a humorous
embellishment of ‘please’. A signature line from the Captain
Kangaroo children’s television show (CBS, 1944-84). Repeated
with referential humour us, 1944

Abraham Lincoln; Abie Lincoln adjective disgusting, contemptible.
Glasgow rhyming slang for STINKING UK, 1988

Abrahampstead nickname Hampstead, an area of north London
with a large Jewish population. A combination with the archetypal
Jewish name Abraham uk, 1981

abs noun the abdominal muscles us, 1956

absobloodylutely adverb absolutely, utterly. First recorded as
‘absoballylutely” Uk 1914

absofuckinglutely aaverb absolutely Uk 1921
absolutely! used for registering complete agreement Uk

Absolutely, Mr Gallagher. Positively, Mr Shean. used for a
humorous assent. From the Vaudeville team of Gallagher and
Shean us, 1922

absotively; absitively aavers certainly. A jocular blend of ‘posi-
tively’ and ‘absolutely’” us, 1926

Abyssinian polo noun a game of dice us,

Abyssinian tea noun khat, a natural stimulant grown in Kenya,
Ethiopia and Somalia Uk, 2004

AC noun an Acura car Us, 2002

AC/DC; AC-DC noun in gay society, a couple Uk 2002

AC/DC; AC-DC adjective bisexual. A pun on electricity’s AC
(alternating current) and DC (direct current) uUs, 1960

ACAB all coppers are bastards. An initialism, a philosophy, a tattoo

academy noun a jail or prison Us, 1949
Academy Award noun recognition of excelling in a field us, 9

Academy Award adjective 1 excellent us, 1
1966

Academy Award winning adjective NiStrionic AUSTRALIA 1987

Acapulco noun marijuana from southwest Mexico. A shortened form
of ACAPULCO GOLD US, 1970

Acapulco gold noun golden-leafed marijuana from southwest
Mexico. A popular, well-known strain of cannabis. The song
‘Acapulco Gold” by the Rainy Daze was released in 1967 and had
just begun its climb on the pop charts when programme directors
figured out what it was about and pulled it off play lists us, 1965

acca; acker noun an academic whose work serves the marketplace
rather than the intellect; hence a particularly sterile piece of
academic writing. An abbreviation punning on OCKER (a coarse
Australian) AUSTRALIA, 1977

3. 2 histrionic AUSTRALIA,

accelerator noun 1 an amphetamine tablet us, 1993, 2 an arsonist Us
1992

accessory noun a boyfriend or girlfriend us, 1992

accibounce noun a minor collision or accident TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO,
2003

accident noun a murder that cannot be proved as such us,

accidentally on purpose adverb apparently accidental yet
deliberately done, especially with hidden malicious purpose us, 183

accommodation arrest noun a pre-arranged, consensual raid of an
illegal gambling operation, designed to give the appearance of
strict enforcement of laws us, 1967

according to Hoyle adverb in keeping with established rules and
norms. After Edmond Hoyle (1672-1769), who codified the rules
for many games us, 1904

accordion act noun collapsing under pressure Us, 1

accordion war noun US tactics during the Korean war: accordion-
like movements up and down Korea by land forces us, 1982

account executive noun a pimp who procures and profits from
high-price prostitutes us, 1972

accrue verb » accrue chocolate to behave towards officers in an
obsequious, sycophantic manner. Royal Navy usage; a play on
BROWN-NOSE (to behave obsequiously, etc.) Uk 1929

accumulator noun a type of bet where the amount won on one
event becomes the stake for the next event; a bettor who operates
in such a manner uk, 1889

ace noun 1 a very close friend us, 7932. 2 used as a form of address Uk
1919. 3 a good and reliable friend us, 1941. 4 one dollar us, 1900. 5 one
hundred dollars us, 1974. 6 one-eighth of an ounce of a drug us, 1959
7 phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP or angel dust
Us, 1981. 8 in dice games, a rolled one Us, 1999. 9 an important or
notable CB user. Citizens’ band radio slang us, 1976. 10 a prison
sentence of one year US 1927. 11 in the theatre, a one—mght
engagement Us, 1987. 12 in pool, the number one ball us 1s75. 13 a
table for one at a restaurant us, 197. 14 a single rotten fruwt UK, 1963.
15 in lunch counter usage, a gmHed cheese sandwich Us, 1975
16 the grade ‘A’ US 1954. » ace in the hole an undwsdosed
resource US, 1¢0s. B ace up your sleeve a resource that is yet to
be revealed. From the popular belief that card cheats hide cards
up their sleeves us 1927. » on your ace alone; by yourself
AUSTRALIA, 1904

ace verb 1 t0 outsmart someone uUs, 1929. 2 t0 Work your way
somewhere, to engineer something us, 3 to do well in an
examination us, 1957. 4 to kill someone us, 1

ace adjective exceptional, expert, excellent us 1930
ace boon coon; ace boon poon noun a very close friend us, 1958
ace boy noun a very good male friend BERMUDA, 1985

ace cool noun a very close and trusted friend us, 19ss

ace-deuce noun 1 a fellow prisoner upon whom you rely without
question us, 1989. 2 your best friend BELIZE, 199

ace-deuce verb in craps, to sustain a heavy loss Us, 1957

ace-deuce adjective 1 cross-eyed Us, 1955. 2 riding a racehorse with the
right stirrup higher than the left us, 1943

ace-deuce adverb 0N an angle, with one side higher than the other
Us, 1948

ace-douche noun in craps, a first roll of three. ‘Douche’ is an
intentional corruption of ‘deuce’; a come-out roll of three loses us
1999

ace high; aces high adgjective the very best. From poker us, 1596

ace in verb 1 t0 Manipulate someone or something into a situation
us, 1971. 2to become associated with a group and work your way
Into 1t us, 1

acelerante noun an amphetamine or central nervous system stimu-
lant. Borrowed Spanish used by English-speakers us, 1992

ace man noun a youth gang’s top fighter us, 1953
ace note noun a one-dollar note us 1929

ace of spades noun the vulva us 1950
ace on adjective skilled at BAHAMAS, 1952

ace out verb 1 to fool someone; to swindle someone Us, 1933. 2 t0
exclude someone Us, 1964. 3 in poker, to win a hamd by bluffing
while holding a relatively low-value hand us, 1983

ace over apex adverb head over heels uUs 1960

aces noun in poker, a hand with a pair of aces us, 1957. » aces in
both places in craps, a roll of two s 1999

aces adjective excellent us, 1901

acey-deucey noun 1 in backgammon, a variant rule under which the
game is started in positions other than the standard layout us, 1944
2 a bisexual. A probable elaboration of AC/DC US, 1950

acey-deucey verb (Used of a jockey) to ride with the inside stirrup
lower than the outside stirrup. A riding style popularised by
legendary jockey Eddie Acaro us,

1948
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acey-deucy noun in craps, a roll of a one and a two us, 1974
acey-deucy adjective bisexual. A probable elaboration of AC/DC us,

1972

achiever noun a devoted fan of the film The Big Lebowski. In the
film, the rich Lebowski sponsors a programme named the ‘Little
Lebowski Urban Achievers’ us, 2004

Achnard noun a taxi driver. New York police slang, corrupting
‘Ahmed” as an allusion to the preponderance of immigrants
among New York’s taxi-driving workforce us, 1997

acid noun 1 LSD Us, 1965. 2 UM BARBADOS, 1965. 3 by extension, any
alcoholic beverage TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003. & impudence, heavy
sarcasm. Especially in the phrase ‘come the old acid’ Uk, 1962.
» put the acid on 1 to pressure someone; to put someone to
the test. From ‘acid test’ AUSTRALIA, 1906. 2 tO pressure someone
sexually AUSTRALIA, 1939

acid freak noun a habitual user of LSD us, 1966

acid funk noun a depression brought on by LSD use us, 1971

acid head noun a habitual user of LSD us, 1966

acid house noun a mesmeric dance music genre characterised by
electronic ‘squelching’ sounds. An artistic and lexicographic
extension of HOUSE (MUSIC) US, 1983

acid jazz noun a dance music genre UK, 1999

acid mung noun the sensation while under the influence of LSD of
having an oily face us, 1971

acido noun LSD us, 1971

acid rock noun a genre of rock music. Folk etymology claims the
music to be inspired by the altered states of conciousness induced
by ACID (the hallucinogenic drug LSD); certainly this was a
commercial style of music being marketed to the mass audience
when high-profile musicians were experimenting with LSD us, 1966

acid test noun an event organised to maximise the hallucinatory
experiences of LSD. Ken Kesey and the Merry Pranksters organised
acid tests in Palo Alto, Portland (Oregon), Los Angeles and Mexico
in 1966 Us, 196

acidy adjective psychedelic. From aciD (LSD) Uk 1998

acieeed!; aceeed! called out to register a delight in, and identifi-
cation with, club dance music. Three ‘e’s seem to be a constant in
the various spellings that attempt to capture the fervour generated
by early acid house culture Uk 1999

ack noun 1 a pimple us 1968, 2 in computer programming, a message
sent from one system or program to another, acknowledging
receipt of a previous message UK 1986

ack verb 1 to acknowledge a letter, etc. Clerical usage, originally Civil
Service UK 1984. 2 in computer programming, to acknowledge
receipt of a message Uk 1956

ack-ack noun anti-aircraft artillery. An initialism, using the phonetic
alphabet that was current until 1941. Usage survived the new
alphabet rather than being amended to ‘able able’ us, 1926

ack-ack verb to shoot someone or something us, 1947

ackamarackus; ackamaracka noun fanciful speech intended to
deceive US, 1933

ack emma noun the morning. Military origins, from the phonetic
alphabet: ack (A) current 1904-41, emma (M) 1904-27 UK 18%0

acker; akka; ackers noun money in any form. Originally military
usage for the (Egyptian) piastre, probably from Arabic fakka (small
change) Uk 1937 I>see: ACCA

Acker Bilk noun milk. Rhyming slang, based on West Country jazz
musician Acker Bilk (b.1929) uk, 1992

ackle verb to fit or function properly Uk 191

ack Willy; ack Willie adjective absent without leave. In World War 2
military use; signalese for AWOL, the official abbreviation AUSTRALI

1942
acme wringer noun the finger. Glasgow rhyming slang Uk 19ss
acne noun a rough road-surface us, 1976
acorn noun in a Casino, a generous tipper uUs, 1984

acorns noun the testicles us 1975
acorn shell noun a condom Uk, 19905

acquire verb to steal something. Ironic use of the conventional
sense UK, 1937

acre; acher noun the backside AUSTRALIA, 1938

across preposition » across the bridge to Dartmouth mentally ill,
institutionalised. In the twin cities of Halifax and Dartmouth, Nova
Scotia, the Nova Scotia Hospital, the institution for the mentally
unstable, is in the latter CANADA, 1999

across the board noun in horse racing, a bet that a horse will win,
place (finish second), or show (finish third) us, 1964

across the ditch noun Australia NEW ZEALAND, 1998

across the pavement adverb (Of criminal activity) in a street situ-
ation Uk, 1977

act noun the disguise and staged personality assumed by an expert
card counter playing blackjack in a casino in the hope of avoiding
detection and ejection us 1997. B get in on the act; be in on
the act to become, or be, involved in another’s activity us, 1947,
» get into the act to take part If not coined by, popularised as
part of the catchphrase ‘everybody wants to get into the act’ by
comedian Jimmy Durante on the radio in the 1940s us, 1945.
» get your act together; get it together to take control of
your personal condition; to get your mind and emotions under
control; to become organised. A variation of ‘pull yourself
together’ us 1973. » hard act to follow; tough act to follow
something or someone who cannot be easily outdone us, 1963.
» put on an act to give an exaggerated performance; to indulge
iN NIStrionics AUSTRALIA, 1944

act verb B act as if in twelve-step recovery programmes such as
Alcoholics Anonymous, used as a slogan for new participants in
the programme s, 199s. B act cute to behave in an annoyingly
adorable fashion SINGAPORE 2002. B act the angora to play the
fool. The angora goat supplies this variation of ACT THE GOAT
AUSTRALIA 1942, B act the goat to play the fool AUSTRALIA 1940.
» act the maggot to play the fool ikeLAND, 2003. B act your age
not your shoesize to behave in a manner appropriate to your
years. A humorous extension of ‘act your age’ us, 1986

act-ass noun a show-off, a braggart us 1970

acting Jack noun 1 a lance sergeant. Korean war usage uUs, 1917. 2 a
soldier temporarily appointed to higher rank, especially to serve as
a platoon leader in basic training us, 1942

action noun 1 sexual activity us, 1956 2 activity, especially of the kind
to arouse interest or excitement. Often in the greetings ‘where’s
the action?” and ‘what’s the action?’ us, 1951. 3 betting, gambling
Us, 1885. 4 the amount that a gambler is willing to bet us 1991. 5 in
pool, a game played with wagers us, 19%. 6 in pool, spin imparted
on the cue ball to affect the course of the object ball or the cue
ball after striking the object ball us, 1973. 7 a political act, often
confrontational or violent us, 1971. » piece of the action; share
of the action an involvement in an activity; a share in the profits
of something us, 1957

action suffix used for emphasis of the noun to which it is suffixed,
without change in meaning. For example, ‘I'm ready for some
Chinese food action’ us, 1982

action beaver noun a film featuring full nudity and sexual activity
short of intercourse us, 1974

action faction noun a subset of the political left that advocated
forceful, confrontational tactics us, 1968

action player noun a gambler who bets heavily, frequently and
flamboyantly us, 2003

action room noun 1 a poolhall where betting is common us, 1972. 2 a
place where betting and gambling take place us, 1972

active citizens noun fleas, bedbugs or body lice us, 1949

actor noun 1 a liar, a bluffer. Criminal usage Uk 1950. 2 a troublemaker
US, 194

actor-proof adjective denoting a part in a play or performance so
well written that no amount of bad acting can ruin it us, 1973

actor’s Bible noun \ariety magazine us, 1981



actor’s reach | Afghan

actor’s reach noun a seemingly sincere effort to pay for your meal
when eating in a group at a restaurant, masking a secret hope that
someone else will pay. Based on the stereotype of the actor as
starving artist, timing his reach for his wallet to produce a demur
from someone else at the table who has already reached for their
wallet to pay Us, 1999

actual noun in the Vietnam war, a unit commander us, 1991
actuary noun in an illegal betting operation, an oddsmaker us, 1971

AD noun a drug addict. Either a straightforward abbreviation of
‘addict’ or, as has been seriously suggested, an initialism of ‘drug
addict’ reversed to avoid confusion with a District Attorney us, 1970

adafookman! used in black criminal society as an all-purpose
protestation of innocence, e.g. ‘have 7", I didn’tl’. A phonetic
slovening of ‘have | fuck, man!” uk 2002

Ada from Decatur; Ada Ross, the Stable Hoss noun in a game
of dice, a roll of eight. A homophonic evolution of ‘eighter’ us, 1918

Ad Alley nickname the advertising industry, especially that located in
New York and commonly known in the US as ‘Madison Avenue’
after the New York street where many advertising agencies had
their offices us, 1952

Adam noun 1 MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy.
An anagram us, 19s5. 2 a partner in a criminal enterprise Uk, 1797.
3 a homosexual’s first sexual partner. From Adam as the biblical
first man us 1972. » not know someone from Adam to be
ignorant about an identification Uk, 1784

Adam and Eve noun a pill of MDEA and MDMA, the recreational
drugs best known as ecstasy. A combination of AbAM (MDMA) and
the obvious partner; note MADMAN and MADWOMAN as Synonyms
for MDMA and MDEA repectively Uk, 19%

Adam and Eve; adam verb 1 to believe. Rhyming slang. Franklyn
suggests it ante-dates 1914; the Oxford English Dictionary finds the
earliest citation at 1925 uk. 2 to leave, especially in a hurried
manner UK, 1998

Adam and Eve on a raft noun two eggs on toast. Restaurant slang
Us, 1909

Adam Ants noun pants. Rhyming slang for UK underwear not US
trousers; formed on Adam Ant, the stage name of singer and actor
Stuart Goddard (b.1954) Uk, 2003

adamatical adjective naked. Without a conventional fig leaf Uk, 1961

Adam’s off-ox noun a complete stranger. Used in the expression 'he
wouldn’t know me from Adam’s off-ox” us, 1983

adbuster noun in anticorporate activism, the non-specific
description for those involved in cultural subversion CANADA, 1959

adbusting noun in anticorporate activism, the act of subverting
brand advertising, usually by parody or mockery uUs, 2000

addick noun an addict. A misspelling that reflects pronunciation us,
1997

addict noun a victim of a confidence swindle who repeatedly invests
in the crooked enterprise, hoping that his investment will pay off
us, 1985, » addict waiting to happen in twelve-step recovery
programmes such as Alcoholics Anonymous, used for describing
the childhood of addicts of the future us, 1998

additood noun a confrontational manner. The English version of
Americanised pronunciation, adopting the US slang sense of
‘attitude’ UK 19905

addy noun an address us, 2002
A-deck noun a prison cell used for solitary confinement us, 1954
adger verb in computing, to make an avoidable mistake us, 1991

adidas noun a prison training instructor. From the similarity
between the stripes on an instructor’s uniform and the logo-
styling on Adidas™ sports equipment UK, 199

adios amoebas used as a humorous farewell. The ‘amoebas’ is an
intentional butchering of amigos us, 198

adios motherfucker used as a farewell. Jocular or defiant;
sometimes abbreviated to AMF US, 1986

Adirondack steak; Adirondack goat noun game, especially
venison, killed out of season us, 1954

adjectival adjective used as a euphemistic substitute for any
intensifying adjective that may be considered unsuitable Uk 1910

adjuster noun a hammer Us, 1990

adjust the stick! used as a humorous admonition to casino
employees at a craps table when the players are losing us, 1983

ad-lib verb to date indiscriminately us 1960

ad man noun 1 a prisoner who is friendly or aligned with the prison
administration us, 1976. 2 a swindler who sells advertising space in a
non-existent publication or a publication with whom he has no
association uUs, 1992

Admiral Browning noun in the navy, human excrement Uk, 191

admiral’s mate noun in the Royal Navy, a boasting know-all rating
UK, 1962

admiral’s watch noun a good night's sleep us, 1949

admiralty brown noun toilet paper. Originally Royal Australian Navy
usage AUSTRALIA, 1961

admish noun the admission price of a performance us, 1987

a-double-scribble noun used as a euphemism for ‘ass’ in any of its
senses Us, 199

Adrian Quist adjective drunk. Rhyming slang for pIssep; formed on
the name of the Australian tennis player, 1913-91 AUSTRALIA, 1978

adrift adjective 1 absent without leave; missing. Originally nautical
usage Us, 1s41. 2 confused UK 1962

adult baby noun a person, often a prostitute’s client, whose sexual
needs are manifested in a desire to be dressed and treated as an
infant Uk 1995

advance verb » advance the spark to prepare Us 1945

advertise verb 1 to signal your intentions unwittingly but plainly us
1931. 2 to dress or behave in a sexually provocative manner; to
pluck and pencil the eyebrows. Gay use, on the premise that it
pays to advertise Us, 1972. 3 in poker, to bluff in a manner that is
intended to be caught, all in anticipation of a later bluff us, 1949.
4in gin, to discard in a manner that is designed to lure a desired
card from an opponent us, 1971. § to activate the siren and/or
flashing lights of a police car us, 1976

advertised noun » on the advertised on the railways, on time us,
1975

adzine noun a single-interest fan magazine containing only
advertising Us, 1952

aerated; aeriated adjective excited, angry Uk 1984

aerial adjective Used as a modifier for any sexual position where at
least one participant is off the ground us, 1995

Aesop noun in poker, any player who tells stories while playing us,
1996

af; aff noun an African. Derogatory SOUTH AFRICA, 1976

A-factor noun the ‘Antarctic factor’, which explains any and all
unexpected and added difficulties encountered ANTARCTICA, 1983

AFAIC used as shorthand in Internet discussion groups and text
messages to mean ‘as far as I'm concerned’ Us, 2002

AFF noun an attraction to South Asian females. An abbreviation of
‘Asian female fetish’ us, 1997

affirmative yes. Used with irony, mocking a military response s,
1976
affy bud noun a type of marijuana that originates in Afghanistan uk

2004
afgay noun a homosexual. See: AGFAY US, 1972

Afghan noun any Afghan, Pakistani or other central Asian who
immigrated to Australia in the C19 to work as camel-drivers in
desert regions. Formerly generally regarded with suspicion and
contempt by white Australians, which accounts for the fossilisation
of the term in various derogatory phrases; the occupation has long
since disappeared AUSTRALIA, 1869
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Afghani noun hashish oil from Afghanistan. Although Afghanistan is
best known for its heroin, hashish is a second important export us,
1992

Afghani black; Afghani pollen noun varieties of hashish from
Afghanistan Uk, 2003

AFK used as shorthand in Internet discussion groups and text mess-
ages to mean ‘away from keyboard’ us, 2002

Afkansastan noun Afghan marijuana grown in Kansas us, 2001
afloat adjective drunk us, 1509

AFO nickname the Arellano-Felix Organization, a criminal enterprise
that functioned as a transportation subcontractor for the heroin
trade into the US uUs, 1998

afoot or ahossback adjective unsure of the direction you are going
10 take US, 1895

A for effort noun praise for the work involved, if not for the result
of the work. From a trend in US schools to grade children both on
the basis of achievement and on the basis of effort expended.
Faint praise as often as not us, 1948

Africa hot adjective extremely hot us, 1992

African noun 1 2 manufactured cigarette (not hand-rolled) AUSTRALIA,
1959. 2 a type of marijuana claimed to have been grown in Africa
Uk 2003. 3 in American casinos, a black betting chip worth $100 us
1983

African black noun a potent type of marijuana, presumed to be
from Africa, possibly Morocco us, 1970

African bush noun marijuana us 1979
African dominoes noun dice Us 1979
African golf noun the game of craps us 1919

African grape noun a watermelon. Based on the stereotypical
association between rural black people and a love of watermelon
us, 1980

African guff-guff noun a non-existent disease suffered by soldiers
Us, 1947

African plum noun a watermelon us 1973

African queen noun a white homosexual man who finds black men
attractive. Punning on the Bogart film us, 1979

African salad noun khat, a natural stimulant grown in Kenya,
Ethiopia and Somalia UK, 2004

African toothache noun any sexually transmitted infection us, 194

African Woodbine noun a marijuana cigarette. Woodbine™ was a
well-known brand of cheaper cigarette Uk 1975

Afro noun a bushy, frizzy hairstyle embraced by black people as a
gesture of resistance in the 1960s US, 1966

afromobile noun a wicker pedicab us 1939

Afro pick noun a gap-toothed comb used for an Afro hairstyle us, 1986
afterbirth noun rhubarb AUSTRALIA, 1943

afterburner noun a linear amplifier for a citizens’ band radio us, 1976
afterclaps noun consequences BELIZE, 199

after-hours adjective open after bars and nightclubs close at 2am us,

1947

afterlater aaverb later Us, ¢

after-nine noun a black male homosexual who pretends to be het-
erosexual during working hours SOUTH AFRICA, 2000

afternoon noun the buttocks, especially large female buttocks
BARBADOS, 199

afternoon farmer noun a lazy and unsuccessful farmer CANADA, 1960

afters noun 1 the dessert course of a meal. Originally military usage
UK, 1909. 2 drinks, or a session of drinking, served in a public house
after licensing hours Uk, 2000. 3 the after-effects of too much
alcohol IReLAND, 1997. @ further fighting after a fight appears to have
ended Uk, 1974

after tears noun a post-funeral celebration. Scamto youth street
slang (South African townships) SOUTH AFRICA, 2005

afterthought noun an unplanned pregnancy; the child of an
unplanned pregnancy Uk 1914

after you, Claude - no, after you, Cecil used to depict a lack of
aggression or unnecessary good manners. A catchphrase regularly
delivered by Jack Train and Horace Percival in the BBC radio
comedy ITMA, 1939-49. Contemporary usage has been widely
applied to sports such as cricket, hockey, football and motor-racing,
and also to first-past-the-post electoral systems Uk, 1939

after you with the trough! used in response to someone’s
belching. A unsubtle implication that the belcher is a pig who has
eaten too much. Mainly northern England uk 1977

ag adjective angry. An abbreviation of ‘aggravated’ us 2000

AG adjective all good s, 1997

ag used as an all-purpose intensifier. Pronounced like the German
ach. Can precede any sentence for various effects, such as the
more neutral, ‘Ag, | don’t know’. Used by some people as a stand-
alone expletive SOUTH AFRICA, 1833

ag; agg noun trouble; problems; a nuisance. A further reduction of
AGGRO (aggravation) Uk, 199

again! used for expressing strong approval ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA, 199

against the law adjective (used of a woman) extraordinarily beautiful
Us, 1997

against the wall adjective said of a confidence swindle which is
perpetrated without a fake office, extras, props, etc us, 1940

A-game noun in a casino or cardroom, the poker game with the
highest stakes Us, 1949

Aga saga noun a genre of popular novel-writing, plotting
comfortable, domestic and emotional middle-class lives. Based on
Aga stoves which are recognised as an appropriate social symbol or
aspiration Uk 1992

agate noun 1.2 marble in the slang sense of sanity us
penis us, 1967

agates noun the testicles us 1941

A-gay noun a prominent, sought-after homosexual man us, 1952

age noun 1 length of service for an employer; seniority Us, 1946. 2 in
poker and other card games, the person to the immediate left of
the dealer us, 1963

-age suffix used as an embellishment without meaning at the end of
nouns. The suffix got a second wind with the US television series
Buffy The Vampire Slayer us, 1981

ageable adjective very old TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003

age before beauty used as a mock courtesy when allowing
someone to precede you UK 1977

age card noun proof of legal age us, 1968

agent noun 1 the operator of a rigged carnival game us, 19s5. 2 in
casino gambling, a confederate of a cheat us 199

Agent Scully noun oral sex. A reference to the name of the female
lead in the X-Files television series, punning on her name and
SKULL (oral sex) us, 2001

agfay noun a homosexual man. Pig Latin for FAG US, 1942

agged adjective angry, aggravated us, 1998

aggie noun 1 an aggressive, domineering male. From the conven-
tional ‘aggressive’ Us, 196s. 2 during the Korean war, any young
Korean us, 1957. 3 agoraphobia Uk 19s0. 4 a farm tool, especially a
hoe us, 1972

aggie adjective angry, agitated us 2002

aggie overdrive noun in trucking, coasting in neutral gear us 197

2a small

Aggie Weston’s; Aggie’s nickname a hostel for sailors provided by
the charity RSR (Dame Agnes Weston’s Royal Sailors Rests). Co-
founded in 1876 by Agnes Weston (1840-1918) to try and save
sailors from ‘booze and brothels” and still trying. Grateful sailors
used to call Weston-Super-Mare in the southwest of England
‘Aggie-on-horseback’ Uk, 192

aggravation noun (of police or criminals) an act of harrassment.
Metropolitan Police slang Uk 1970
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aggressive adjective Used as a coded euphemism for ‘dominant’ in
sadomasochistic sex us, 1986

aggro noun 1 trouble, strife; problems; a nuisance. Abbreviated from
‘aggravation’ UK 1969. 2 aggression AUSTRALIA, 1982

agero adjective aggressively angry AUSTRALIA, 1986

aginner noun a person morally opposed to carnivals and the circus
us, 1981

agitate verb > agitate the gravel to leave. Teen slang us, 192

agitprop noun agitation and propaganda as an unfocused political
tactic; a fashionable genre of theatre arts with a (usually) left-wing
political agenda. Adopted from the name given to a department of
the Central Committee of the Russian Communist Party respon-
sible for agitation and propaganda on behalf of communist ideals;
a conflation of agitatsiya and propaganda Uk, 1934

aglish adjective nauseated; sick to one’s stomach. Used around the
Lunenburg area in Nova Scotia, where many German settlers still
adapt old expressions CANADA, 1999

-a 80-go suffix all over the place, in a mess; on the go. In the
manner of Go-GO (a disco), hence dancing applied figuratively ux
1986

agonies noun the physical and psychological pain suffered when
withdrawing from drug addiction us, 1992

agonised button noun on military uniforms, an anodised alu-
minium (Staybrite) button. Anodised (electro-plated) aluminium
replaced brass and white metal as the main metal for British
Other Ranks military insignia from about 1950 onwards Uk, 1984

agony noun » pile on the agony; pile up the agony; put on
the agony to exaggerate, to show-off. Originally theatrical usage
s, 1837

agony aunt; agony auntie noun a newspaper or magazine
columnist who advises readers on questions of a personal nature;
hence an adviser or counsellor on intimate problems Uk 1975

agony column noun a newspaper or magazine feature of readers’
letters seeking help for personal problems with replies from a
columnist or agony aunt Uk, 1975

a good craftsman never blames his tools used for dismissing
an attempt by someone to blame a mistake on a piece of
equipment or something within their control us, 1997

agricultural adjective in cricket, describes a simple, slogging shot off
a sweeping bat Uk, 1982

A-head noun 1 an amphetamine abuser us, 1971. 2 a frequent user of
LSD us, 1971

ahhh, Rooshan used as a youth-to-youth greeting. A short-lived fad
greeting associated with bebop jazz us, 1949

a-hole noun 1 the anus. A" as in ASS of ARSE us, 1942. 2 by extension,
a despised person UsS, 1942

-aholic; -oholic; -holic suffix an addict of, or addicted to, the pre-
fixed thing or activity. Usage may be literal or figurative. From
‘alcoholic’ (a person addicted to alcohol); the first widely
recognised extended usage was ‘workaholic’ (1968) us, 1964

ail; aiii! yes! Popularised in the UK in the late 1990s by Ali G
(comedian Sacha Baron-Cohen) Uk 2002

AIF adjective deaf. Rhyming slang, from Australian /mperial Forces
AUSTRALIA, 1973

a-ight used for expressing agreement or affirmation us, 1995

aim verb » aim Archie at the armitage (of a male) to urinate.
Armitage Shanks are manufacturers of toilet furniture AUSTRALIA, 1971

aimie noun an amphetamine Uk 2003

ain’t; aint verb replaces am not, are not, is not, has not, have not. A
widely used solecism Uk 1710

ain’t buyin’ it! | don't believe you us,
ain’t havin’ it! it is not allowed s 1990

1990

ain’t love grand! used for registering the pleasure of being in love
or, ironically, the opposite us, 1977

ain’t no joke! | am serious! us 199

ain’t no shame in my game used for expressing a lack of shame
when engaged in an activity that might shame others us, 2002

ain’t no thang; ain’t no big thang used for dismissing
something as not problematic us, 1985

ain’t that a bite! isn't that too badl Teen slang us, 1951

ain’t the beer cold! used for conveying that all is well in the
world. Popularised by baseball radio announcer Chuck Thompson,
who used the phrase as the title of his autobiography. Repeated
with referential humour us, 1982

ain’t with that | do not agree or consent us, 1990

ain’t you got no couf? where are your manners, dress sense, etc?
Military; a pun on ‘uncouth’ Uk 1984

AlO noun a college student who does not belong to a fraternity us,
1968

AIP noun heroin from Afghanistan, Iran and/or Pakistan us, 19s2

air noun 1 a jump while snowboarding us, 19%. 2 in foot-propelled
scootering, a jJump UK, 2000. 3 air support, air power, bombing.
Vietnam war usage Us, 1997. 4 in the pornography industry, an
ejaculation that cannot be seen leaving the penis and travelling
through the air. In a situation which calls for visual proof of the
ejaculation, air is not good us, 1995. § air brakes on a truck or
railway carriage us, 1897. 6 the mood created by a person or
persons. There is ‘good air” and there is ‘bad air’ us, 19ss. » get
air to be ignored Uk 2005. » in the air (used of the flank of an
army) unprotected by natural or man-man obstacles us, 19s2.
» leave in the air to abandon someone without support Uk,
j045. » turn the air blue; make the air turn blue to use
obscene or blasphemous language Uk 1s20. » up in the air (used
of a pair in a game of poker) formed with help from the
communal face-up cards us 1992

air verb » air your belly to vomit us 2000

air artist noun a railway engineer skilled at the use of air brakes us,

airbag noun a person who talks too much us, 2004

airbags noun the lungs us 1945

air ball noun 1 in pinball, a ball that is lost out of play without
having been flipped us, 1977. 2 in pool, a shot in which the cue ball
does not hit any other ball us, 1993

air bandit noun a gambling cheat us, 1969

air barrel noun in pool, that which backs a bet made without
money to back the bet. A BARREL is a betting unit; an ‘air barrel’ is
thus an illusory betting unit us, 1950

air biscuit noun a fart us, 2001
air-conditioned adjective sexually frigid Uk 1952

air dance noun capital punishment by hanging. A specific dance
name is sometimes substituted for ‘dance’, such as ‘air polka’ us,

1982
air-dash verb t0 travel in an aircraft (a degree of urgency is implied)
2001

airedale noun 1 a Wall Street gentleman. An extension of the symbol
of the Airedale as an aristocratic dog us, 1925. 2 @ navy pilot us, 1942.
3 a plane handler on an aircraft carrier us, 1943

air giver noun a railway brakeman us, 1977

air guitar noun an imagined guitar used to mimic a rock guitar
player uUs, 1982

airhead noun 1 a person who is not inclined to think, not equipped
to think, or both us, 1972

air hog noun in the language of hang gliding, the flier in a group
who stays in the air longest us, 1992

airie noun an aeroplane. In Glasgow, a shortening of the local
pronunciation ‘airieplane’ Uk: SCOTLAND, 1985

airish adjective 1 cold us, 1955, 2 arrogant, showing off us, 1943

air jammer noun a railway worker who connects airhoses and air
signals on a train us, 1977



7

Air Jesus; Air Hebrews | alco; alko

Air Jesus; Air Hebrews noun sandals. Alluding to Nike Air Jordan™
Sports shoes us, 1992

air junkie noun in the language of hang gliding, a devoted, obsessed
flier us, 1992

air-kiss verp to go through the motions of kissing but deliberately
fail to make contact with the person who would normally be
kissed UK, 1985

airlock verb to speak. C. | Macafee glosses as from the cut-out in a
diesel engine if air enters the fuel system’ in A Concise Ulster
Dictionary, 1996 UK: NORTHERN IRELAND, 199%

airlocked adjective extremely drunk Uk NORTHERN IRELAND, 19%

airmail noun 1 rubbish thrown from the upper windows of a
building to the courtyard below uUs, 1952. 2 objects thrown by
prisoners down onto guards or other prisoners below Us 1992

airmail verb to throw rubbish from the upper windows of a building
to the courtyard below us, 1963

air monkey noun a railway air-brake repairman us, 1946

air off verb to talk loudly TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1950

airplane noun 1 a device used for holding a marijuana cigarette that

has burnt down to the stub. An abbreviation of the fuller
JEFFERSON AIRPLANE US, 1970. 2 marijuana Uk, 1998

airplane verb to inhale through the nose the smoke of the stub of a
marijuana cigarette uUs, 1970

airplane blonde; aeroplane blonde noun a brunette, usually a
woman, with dyed blonde hair. Jocular, implying the punchline
‘blonde up top but you know there’s a black box somewhere’ Uk,

1999

airplane driver noun a fighter pilot. Gulf war usage us, 1992

airplane rule noun in computing, the belief that simplicity is a
virtue us, 1991

air ride noun a car with pneumatic shock absorbers us, 1975
airs noun a pair of Nike Air Jordan™ trainers (sneakers) us, 1990

airs and graces noun braces; suspenders. Rhyming slang, surviving
earlier senses ‘Epsom Races’ and faces’ Uk 1960

air shot noun an act of sexual intercourse that stops short of
orgasm. Royal Navy slang, from ‘torpedo drill" Uk 1979

air sucker noun a jet aeroplane Us, 193

air-to-mud adjective (used of shots fired or bombs dropped) from the
air to the ground us, 1991

air tragic noun air traffic control. In Royal Air Force use Uk 2002

airy adjective Marijuana-intoxicated us, 1949

airy a none. As used in Nova Scotia’s South Shore, this expression
is a form of the archaic ‘ne’er a’ or a short form of ‘never a’
CANADA, 1999

airy-fairy noun a member of the RNAS (Royal Naval Air Service) later
the Fleet Air Arm Uk 1979

airy-fairy adjective delicate, fanciful; insubstantial, trivial ux 1869
aitch noun 1 hell. A euphemism us, 1950. 2 heroin uUs, 194

ai te guacho I'll see you later. ‘Guacho’ prounounced ‘watch-o," a
pure invention. Border Spanish used in English conversation by
Mexican-Americans us, 1950

AJ noun an ‘acting jack’, or an acting noncommissioned officer us,

19971

ajax noun 1in hold 'em poker, an ace and a jack as the first two
cards dealt to a particular player. Punning on the brand name of a
cleaning agent us, 1981. 2 any youth gang member under the age of
16. A borrowing from the slogan for Ajax™ cleaner - ‘comes out
clean’ — and the fact that a juvenile offender will be treated far
less harshly than an adult us, 1993

ajax adjective 1 nearby. Possibly derived from ‘adjacent’ ux zocz.
2 clean. An allusion to the branded cleaning product us, 2002

AK noun 1 2 sycophant us 7939. 2 a mean and nasty old man. An
abbreviation of the Yiddish ALTER KOCKER US, 1942. 3 an AK-47 semi-
automatic rifle us, 199

AK verb to curry favour by obsequious behaviour. An abbreviation of
‘ass-kiss' Us, 1939

AKA47 noun a variety of marijuana. From the automatic weapon
designed by Mikhail Kalashnikov, 2002

AKA noun an alias. An acronym of ‘also known as'’; from police
jargon us, 1955. » go AKA to assume an alias us, 1983

AK amp noun an amputation at the knee. Vietnam war medic usage
Us, 1990

akey-okey adjective satisfactory us, 1960

aks verb to ask. A familiar mispronunciation, especially in black and
youth usage UK 2005

AL adjective not to be believed. An abbreviation of ‘always lying’ us
1995

ala-ala’s noun the testicles. Hawaiian youth usage Us, 1981

Alabama wool noun cotton us, 1958

a-la-beff noun vaginal intercourse, the woman on hands and knees
and the man entering her from behind. An allusion to the mating
of cattle and the French boeuf TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1960

Aladdin’s cave noun the location of a successful thief's ill-gotten
gains. Metropolitan Police slang. After the tale of Aladdin in The
Arabian Nights UK 1970

alambrista noun a Mexican illegally present in the US. Border
Spanish used in English conversation by Mexican-Americans; from
the Spanish for ‘wire’ us, 1974

Alameda noun in bar dice games, a roll that produces no points for
the player. Alameda is an island city just west of Oakland. In
Alameda, a worthless hand is called a ‘Milpitas’, alluding to a small
and relatively poor city just north of San Jose us, 1971

alamo used for registering a strong sexual interest in someone.
Derives from the initial letters of ‘lick me out’ Uk 2002

Alamo Hilton nickname a heavily fortified bunker beneath the Khe
Sanh base in South Vietnam during the Vietnam war uUs, 1950

Alan Whickers; Alans noun knickers. Rhyming slang, formed from
the name of reporter, broadcaster and television personality Alan
Whicker (b.1925), who first came to prominence in the late 1950s
UK, 2003

Alaska hand noun in hold 'em poker, a king and a three as the first
two cards dealt to a particular player. Built from the synonymous
KING CRAB, which is found in Alaska us, 1981

Alaskamo noun an American Indian from Alaska us 1963
Alaska strawberries noun beans s, 1991

Alaska time noun used for explaining tardiness us, 1976
Alaska turkey noun salmon us, 1948

Alaska tuxedo noun a wool work suit us 195

Alb noun an Albanian Uk, 1945

albatross noun 1 a very sick, incurable hospital patient, lingering
near death us, 1985. 2 a Grumman HU-16 amphibian aircraft, best
known as a rescue aircraft during the Korean and Vietnam wars us,
1991. 3 cooked chicken. Royal Navy use; presumably inspired by
Coleridge’s ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’ Uk, 1995

Alberta Clipper noun a cold weather system that blows from the
Canadian Rocky Mountains eastward. A winter phenomenon, with
wind and usually snow CANADA, 1999

Albert County tartan; Albert County dress tartan noun a plaid
wool shirt, as used by woodsmen. Albert County is in the
Moncton, New Brunswick, area CANADA, 1993

albino noun in pool, the white cue ball us 793

albino grass noun snow fallen on a Vancouver, British Columbia,
lawn CANADA, 2002

Alcan nickname the Alaska-Canada Highway Us, 1975
Al Capone noun heroin U 2002

alcho noun an alcoholic Uk 199

alco; alko noun an alcoholic AUSTRALIA, 1965
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alcoholiday noun a holiday or festive period that is spent drinking
alcohol GuvANA, 1975

alcohol rub noun a cocktail party Us 198

alderman noun 1 in the circus and carnival, an office worker who
informs on his fellow workers us, 19s7. 2 a big paunch. Referring to
the supposed physique and appetite of local elected officials us,
1933

al desko adverb (used of a meal) consumed at your desk at work. A
play on al fresco us, 1981

alec; aleck; alick noun an idiot. Shortening of SMART ALEC AUSTRALIA

1919
aled up adjective under the influence of beer Uk 199%

aletank noun a heavy drinker. A modern variant of the earlier, now
obsolete ‘alecan’ (a heavy drinker) Uk, 2002

a-levels noun anal sex, especially when advertised as a service
offered by a prostitute. A play on the name given to ‘advanced-
level” examinations in the British education system UK, 2003

Alexander noun a telephone. From Alexander Graham Bell,
1847-1922, Scottish-born inventor of the telephone vk 1999

Alf noun an ordinary uneducated, unsophisticated Australian male.
Counterpart of the ROY AUSTRALIA, 1960

alfalfa noun 1 money. Circus and carnival usage us, 1917. 2 marijuana
Us, 1995

alias man noun a confidence swindler JAmaicA, 1961

alibi noun 1 in a rigged carnival game, the reason given by the game
operator to disqualify a legitimate win us, 1985, 2 in sports, an
excuse for not performing well. In 1914, sports writer Ring Lardner
created the character Alibi ke, who always had an excuse for not
playing well us, 1974. 3 a weak excuse. A watered-down version of
the conventional use us, 1899

alibi day noun payday. Used in logging camps, suggesting that
loggers suddenly develop illnesses and injuries that prevent them
from working when they have cash in hand us, 1953

alibi ghee noun a person who can be counted upon to provide an
alibi for a criminal us, 1950

alibi ke noun any criminal who regularly asserts alibis when
questioned about a crime Us, 1915

Alice noun 1 LSD. A phonetic pun on the first two letters of LSD,
influenced by Lewis Carroll's Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland,
1865, and Through the Looking-Glass and What Alice Found There,
1871, which were considered inspirational works by the hippy
subculture of the late 1960s. The obvious reference, but not a
citation of usage, is Jefferson Airplane’s ‘White Rabbit’, 1969 us,
1972. 2 a military backpack us, 19ss. » to have Alice to experience
the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us, 1968

Alice nickname Alice Springs. Early use is always preceded by ‘the’
AUSTRALIA, 7901

Alice B. Toklas brownies noun chocolate brownies laced with
marijuana or hashish. Toklas" original 1954 recipe, which was for
fudge, not brownies, carried the caution: ‘Should be eaten with
care. Two pieces are quite sufficient’ us, 1969

alickadoo noun a rugby club official or committee member. Possibly
from a book by Alec Kadoo IRELAND, 1997

alien noun in casino gambling, a betting chip from another casino
US, 1983

Alimony Gallery noun ex-wives of players at an exhibition game by
celebrity filmmakers CANADA, 2002

A-list noun used for denoting all that is associated with the greatest
contemporary fame and celebrity. In conventional media jargon
the A-list is a notional social elite of those who are considered
prestigious enough to add top-value to a guest list Us, 19s4

alive adjective 1 said of a multiple-race bet in horse racing in which
the first or early legs of the bet have been won AUSTRALIA 1959. 2 in
horse racing, said of a horse subject to heavy betting us, 1990

alize noun any alcoholic beverage Us, 2002
alko noun >see: ALCO

alky; alkie noun 1 an alcoholic us, 1952. 2 alcohol, especially methyl
alcohol us, 1844. 3 methanol used as fuel for racing cars uUs, 1970

alkyed adjective drunk us, 1970

alky tank noun a holding cell in a jail reserved for drunk prisoners
us, 1962

all adverb 1 very, 1994, 250 US, 1997
all » be all used as a quotative device to report a conversation us,

1992

all about adjective 1 alert, efficient. Mostly Royal Navy use Uk, 1946.
2 interested in US 1999

all alone adjective in horse racing, leading a race by several lengths
us, 1951

All-American nickname the 82nd Airborne Division. Taken from the
two A’s on the division’s patch. There were many double-A
variants, such as ‘All-African’, ‘Alcoholics Anonymous’, and ‘Almost
Airborne’, but ‘All-American’ was the most common us, 1991

all-American drug noun cocaine Us 199
all and everyone noun every single person TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1973
all a penny adjective inexpensive and plentiful 84rBADOS, 1978

All Black nickname a member of the New Zealand international
men’s rugby team NEW ZEALAND, 1986

all chiefs and no Indians; too many chiefs and not enough
Indians a situation in which too many people are giving orders
and too few are available to obey; a top-heavy command structure
Military coinage, meaning all officers not other ranks. us, 1972

all-clear noun authorisation, official approval. From the earlier and
continuing use as a signal that a danger has passed Uk, 1936

all coppers are bastards; all coppers are cunts serves as a
catchphrase among certain sections of society. From, or possibly
the inspiration for, a chanted jingle: I'll sing you a song / And it
wont take long (or: It's not very long) / All coppers are bastards.” Uk,

1945

all dat noun everything. Popularised in the UK in the late 1990s by
Ali G (comedian Sacha Baron-Cohen) Uk, 2003

all day adjective 1 in bar dice games involving up to three rolls,
taking all three rolls to make the player’s hand us, 197. 2 in craps,
said of a bet that is in effect until the shooter rolls his point or a
seven Us, 1953

all day and night noun a life prison sentence us, 1976
all day from a quarter noun a jail sentence of 25 years to life us

1992

all-day sucker noun a large lollipop that takes a long time to
CONSUME AUSTRALIA, 1939

all down the line adverb in every way, completely, at every
opportunity Uk, 197

allergic adjective having a dislike for someone or something.
Generally jocular usage UK, 1937

alley noun 1 a fictional place characterised by the preceding thing or
activity us 1954, 2 in horse racing, a stall in the starting barrier
AUSTRALIA, 1982. 3 On the railways, the track visible ahead of a train
us, 1975. & a walkway between rows of prison cells us, 1992. 5 a
playing marble AusTrRALIA, 1934. » make your alley good to
improve your situation; to redeem yourself in the eyes of others
AUSTRALIA, 1924. > up your alley apt to your style or taste Us, 1924

alley apple noun 1 a brick or cobblestone us 1927. 2 horse manure; a
piece of faeces; excrement us, 1960

alley bourbon noun strong, illegally manufactured whisky us, 1999

alley cat noun 1 a sexually promiscuous person, especially a woman
UK 1926. 2 @ young person who idles on a street corner Us, 1945. 3 a
person who survives on begged or stolen pickings GUYANA, 1996

alley cleaner noun a handgun us, 195

alley craps noun a spontaneous, loosely organised, private game of
craps, rarely played in an alley us, 1977
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alley juice noun denatured alcohol (ethyl alcohol) to which a
poisonous substance has been added to make it unfit for
consumption us, 1992

alley-o0p noun in snowboarding, a 360-degree turn in the direction
of the back of the board cAnADA, 199

alley-scoring noun the recyling of food, furniture or anything else
left in the rubbish us, 1997

alley up verb to pay off a debt NEW ZEALAND, 2002
alley-wise adjective sophisticated in the ways of the world s, 1974

allez-oop! used to accompany the action when lifting a child, or
boosting someone over or onto something. Originally used by
circus acrobats. A combination of French allez (to go) with a
Franglais version of ‘up’ Uk 1931

all fall down used for describing a catastrophe or chaos GrRENADA,
1996

all fart and no shit adjective said of a person who makes empty
Promises UK, 1989

all-fired adjective used as an intensifier. Perhaps a euphemism for
‘hell-fired’, as are INFERNAL, DAMNED, €tc US, 1845

all gas and gaiters adjective Used as a derisory description of
bishops and other church dignitaries; pompous nonsense.
Originally ‘All is gas and gaiters’, Charles Dickens, Nicholas
Nickleby, 1838—39. Repopularised as a useful catchphrase by the
BBC situation comedy All Gas and Gaiters, 1967 -71 UK 197

all get-out noun a high degree of something us, 1ss

all gong and no dinner adjective all talk and no action Uk 191
all hands adjective sexually aggressive Us, 1963

all het up adjective >see: HET UP

alligation noun the charring of burnt wood s, 1955

alligator noun 1 an enthusiastic fan of swing jazz us 193. 2 any
unpleasant and difficult task us 19e0. 3 a circus performer’s wife us,
1981. 4 in electric line work, an insulated line tool known formally
as a ‘tie stick” us, 19s0. 5 in television and film making, a clamp
used to attach lighting us, 1987

alligator vers (of a painting) to crack us, 1955

alligator see you later. Rhyming slang, inspired or influenced by
‘See you later, alligator / In a while, crocodile.” (Bill Haley & the
Comets, ‘See you later, Alligator’, 1956.) UK, 1960

Alligator Alley nickname Interstate Highway 75, which connects
Naples and Fort Lauderdale, Florida. So named because it crosses
the heart of what had been an impenetrable wilderness, the
Florida Everglades. The name is thought to have been coined by
the American Automobile Association in 1966 to express supreme
disdain for what it considered to be an unsafe toll road us, 1966

alligator bait noun 1 a black person us 1901 2 bad food, especially
fried liver us 1926

alligator boot noun a railwayman’s work-boot damaged by diesel oil
so that the uppers have parted from the sides. From the
appearance of the flapping leather Uk 1970

alligator burns noun charrings on burnt wood in the form of scales
that resemble an alligator’s hide us, 1981

alligator mouth noun a braggart; a verbal bully us 191
alligator skins noun paper money us, 1949

all in adjective 1 exhausted, tired out. A term coined in the Stock
Exchange where it was used to describe a depressed market Uk,
1903. 2 said of a poker player who has bet their entire remaining
bankroll us, 1979

all jam and Jerusalem adjective applied derisively to the Women’s
Institute. A catchphrase, probably dating from the 1920s, that
targets the two widely-known details of WI lore: jam-making and
the anthemic use of William Blake’s hymn ‘Jerusalem’ uk 1977

all jokes and no tokes adjective Used by casino employees to
describe poor tipping by gamblers us, 1983

all like » be all like used as a quotative device, combining two
other devices for ‘to say’ us, 1997

all man jack noun everybody who is involved TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

1973

all mouth adjective boastful; unable to back up words with deeds
BARBADOS, 199
all mouth and no trousers adjective all talk and no substance vk,

1977

all-nighter noun 1 an engagement between a prostitute and
customer that lasts all night; a prostitute’s client who pays to stay
all night. Also known as an ‘all-night” Uk 190. 2 any task worked on
all night \omg especially to meet a deadline for the following day
AUSTRALIA, 1966. 3 @ person who stays in jail all night after being
arrested Us, 1992

all-night money noun a prostitute’s charge for spending the night
with a customer us, 1992

all of a doodah adjective nervous, dithering with excitement Uk 1952

all of a tiswas; all of a tizwas; all of a tizzy adjective in a state
of panic or excited confusion. Probably a Royal Air Force coinage;
from Tizz; Tizzv (a state of panic), contriving what appears to be an
etymology by amending the source-word to ‘tiswas’, a combi-
nation of ‘it is" and ‘was’, suggesting a play on the earlier
colloquial phrase ‘not know whether you are coming or going’ (to
be in a state of confusion) Uk, 1984

all on adjective prepared for violence NEW ZEALAND, 1999

all on top! that's untrue!l Criminal use, probably from the 1920s or
30s; what’s ‘on top’ is in addition to the truth uk 1984

all-out adjective very drunk Gt

all over bar the shouting adjective finished for all intents and
pUrpOses UK, 1842

all over it adjective in complete control us, 2002

all over the place like a madwoman’s knitting adjective in
chaos, in utter disarray. Several variants including ‘all over the
place like a madwoman’s custard / lunch-box / shit’. An elabor-
ation of conventional and unconventional senses of ‘all over the
place’ AUSTRALIA, 1953

all over the shop adjective confused, in disarray; everywhere U 1874

all over you like a rash adjective making determined advances of
an intimate or personal nature Uk, 1999

allow verb to be lenient towards someone, to let someone off lightly.
Predominantly black usage Uk, 2002

all piss and wind adjective prone to boasting NEW ZEALAND, 2002

all pissed-up and nothing to show adjective used of someone
who has spent or, more precisely, drunk all his wages or winnings
A variation, probably from the 1920s, in the manner of ‘all dressed
up and nowhere to go’ Uk, 191

all quiet on the Western Front adjective used to describe a situ-
ation in which not much is happening. From a World War 1
communiqué that became a satirical catchphrase; now general-
ised, probably influenced by the 1929 novel by Erich Maria
Remarque and the 1930 film so titled. In the US, the phrase
replaced the Civil War-era ‘all quiet on the Potomac’ Uk, 2003

JYANA, 1952

all reet adjective good; all right us 1946
all right adjective in possession of drugs Us, 1971
all right used as a greeting among prisoners us, 1992

all right for some! used for registering envy of another’s advan-
tages or luck Uk 1969

all rooters and no shooters used at casino craps tables for
encouraging a player to take a turn as a shooter us, 1983

all rootie used as an expression of agreement or satisfaction.
Especially popular after Little Richard’s 1955 hit song Tutti Frutti’
Us, 1957

all round the option adverb all over the place, everywhere Uk 1957

all show and no go adjective used for describing someone who
cannot back appearances with action us 2000

all singing all dancing adjective configured or equipped with all
possible enhancements. Especially of financial and IT products,
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but originally from the advertising matter for Broadway Melody,
1929, the first Hollywood musical us, 1929

all star noun a drug user who abuses many different drugs us, 1992

all systems go noun a state of readiness. Often humorous; adopted
from the jargon of space exploration us, 1974

all that noun sexual activity. A shortening of the conventional,
already partially euphemistic ‘all that sort of thing’ uk 1970

all that adjective superlative, very good us, 1991

all that and a bag of chips! noun used for expressing strong
approval us, 1997

all that and then some noun everything us, 1998

all the best good bye. By ellipsis from conventional ‘all the best of
luck/fortune’, etc UK 196s

all the better for seeing you used as a ‘witty’ riposte to the
greeting: ‘How are you?'. A catchphrase Uk 1977

all the eighths noun a seven-eighths point movement in a stock
price US, 1988

all the fives noun fifty-five. In Bingo, House or Tombola, the for-
mula ‘all the” announces a double number. Varies numerically,
from ‘all the twos’ (22) to ‘all the eights’ (88). Recorded by Laurie
Atkinson around 1950 Uk, 1943

all the go adjective in the height of fashion vk 1793
all there adjective 1 sane Uk 1854, 2 alert, aware, sharp Uk 1850

all the same khaki pants used for expressing the sentiment that
there is no difference between the matters in question. Khaki
trousers are the regular schoholboy uniform, eliminating personal,
social or class difference TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 199

all the way adjective in the military, destined for leadership us 19s2
all the way adverb to a championship us, 1959
all the way live adjective excellent, superlative us, 1952

all the world and his dog noun everybody. A humorous variation
of ALL THE WORLD AND HIS WIFE AUSTRALIA, 1984

all the world and his wife noun everybody. Generally with a sense
of hyperbole Uk 1733

all-time adjective excellent Us 1964

all-timer’s disease noun used by surfers humorously to describe a
person’s proclivity to exaggerate when recounting surf conditions
or their accomplishments us, 1991

all tits and teeth adjective used for describing a woman who makes
the most of a distracting smile and breasts Uk, 1967

all to buggery adjective awry, bungled, utterly confused,
unsatisfactory, mixed-up Uk, 1984

all to cock adjective awry, bungled, utterly confused, unsatisfactory,
mixed-up UK, 1948

all to hell adjective utterly ruined us, 198
all two adjective both BARBADOS, 1975

all up adjective 1 (of things) exhausted, fruitless, ruined; (of people)
bankrupt, defeated, doomed to die. Especially in the phrase ‘all up
with” Uk 1s18. 2 (of betting) with the winnings of one bet forming
the stake of the next AUSTRALIA, 1933

allus adverb always Uk, 1852

all vanilla noun in poker, a spade flush us, 1943

all wind and piss; all wind and water adjective boastful; not
backing up words with action Uk, 197

all wool and a yard wide adjective excellent, reliable us, 1852

alma mater noun a prison where a criminal has served time. From
Latin for ‘fostering mother’; adopted with obvious irony from its
English school or university use, first recorded in 1718 us, 1949

almighty adjective great; impressive Uk 1524

almond rock noun 1 a frock, a dress. Rhyming slang uk 1979. 2 the
penis. Obsolete rhyming slang for cock. Also shortened to
‘almond’ UK, 1969

almond rocks; almonds; rocks noun socks. Rhyming slang, based
on a confection popular from the mid-C19, can be presumed
therefore to be late C19 in origin. In the mid-C20 it was popularly
abbreviated to ‘almonds’; later use seems to favour ‘rocks’, i.e
‘cotton rocks’. A specialised military variation arising during World
War 1 was ‘army rocks’ Uk, 1979

Aloha Airlines nickname an aviation unit attached to the 25th
Infantry Division during the Vietnam war us, 1991

alone player noun a card cheat who works alone s, 191

Al Pacino noun a cappuccino coffee. Rhyming slang, formed from
the name of the US film actor (b.1940) Uk 2003

alpha adjective used for intensifying a personal insult. From conven-
tional usage indicating a premier example Uk, 2005

alphabet city nickname an imprecisely defined area on the lower
east side of Manhattan, near Avenues A, B, C and D us, 1950

Alphonse noun 1 a2 pimp. Rhyming slang for PONCE UK, 1943. 2 @
homosexual. Rhyming slang for PONCE (an effeminate male) Uk, 2003

alpine snow noun cocaine ingested off a woman's breasts Uk, 2001
alpine stick noun an oversized frankfurter NEW ZEALAND, 1984

Alpo noun sausage topping for a pizza. An allusion to a branded dog
food Us, 199

alrightnik noun a person who has succeeded in material terms us
1968

alrighty! used for expressing agreement or satisfaction AUSTRALIA, 1997

also-ran noun anyone not performing very well. Originally applied in
horse racing to any horse placed fourth or worse and thus not
winning any money on the race us, 18%

altar noun a toilet us, 1962

altered adjective very drunk. A suggestion of a completely altered
state of perception Us, 1991

alter ego noun a false identification card that permits a minor to be
served alcohol us, 1990

alter kocker; alte kaker noun 2 mean and nasty old man. Yiddish
for German for ‘old shitter” us, 198

altogether noun » the altogether complete nudity Uk 1592

alum; alumn noun an alumnus or alumna us, 1934

aluminium cookie noun a compact disc (CD) Uk 2002

aluminium crow nickname a CF-100 Canuck jet fighter aircraft. The

aircraft first flew in 1950, and is also known as LEAD SLED and THE
CLUNK CANADA, 1950

aluminum noun » the aluminum in horse racing, the inside rail
AUSTRALIA, 1989

aluminum overcast noun any very large military aircraft us, 1961

Alvin noun a naive, easily-cheated person. Circus and carnival usage
US, 1949

always late in take off, always late in arrival nickname the

ltalian airline Alitalia. Most airlines seem to attract jocular
nicknames. This is one of the more memorable, 2002

Alzheimer’s avenue noun an area in a hospital or nursing home
frequented by memory-impaired patients AUSTRALIA, 1987

am noun an amateur UK 2000
amateur half-hour; amateur hour noun a poorly organised event

Us, 1939

amateur night noun 1 New Year's Eve. Just as amateur Christians
attend church only twice a year, or amateur Jews attend services
only twice a year, amateur drunks only drink to oblivion once a
year Us, 1977. 2 a night when the tips left by a restaurant’s
customers are low us, 1995. 3 sex with a chance acquaintance who
is not a prostitute Us, 190

amazer machine; amazer noun in trucking, a police radar unit
used for measuring vehicle speed us, 1976

Amazon noun a tall, strong, sexually attractive woman us, 1954
Amazon Annie nickname a cannon designed to fire atomic shells us
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ambassador noun a representative of a drug dealer us, 1997

amber noun beer. In constructions such as ‘quaff an amber’ new
ZEALAND, 1959

amber fluid noun beer AUSTRALIA, 1906

amber gambler noun a motorist who speeds up through a yellow
light NEW ZEALAND, 1979

ambidextrous adjective bisexual. A pun on the ability to use either
hand us, 1966

ambisextrous adjective bisexual. A pun that puts sex in
‘ambidextrous’ us, 1926

Ambitious City nickname Hamilton, Ontario. Hamilton has thrived
through steel and car assembly, benefiting by the Auto Pact
between the US and Canada CANADA, 195

ambo noun 1 an ambulance AUSTRALIA 199. 2 an ambulance driver.
Commonly heard in New Zealand AUSTRALIA, 1998

ambov noun in prison use, the Association of Members of Boards of
Visitors; a member of the association. An initialism Uk, 199

ambulance noun a brakevan (caboose) us 1977

ambulance chaser noun a disreputable solicitor, especially one who
arrives or has an agent arrive at the scene of a disaster to seek
clients from among the victims; in UK usage since the 1990s,
solicitors who advertise on television for ‘no-win no-fee’ clients
From the image of following an ambulance to an accident us, 189

ambush academy noun during the Vietnam war, training in jungle
warfare, especially of the unconventional sort Us, 1991

ambush alley nickname the section of Route 19 between An Keh
and the base of the Mang Giang Pass, South Vietnam. So named
by truckers after countless Vietcong ambushes, borrowed from the
Korean war (1952) where the term was used for any dangerous
road US, 1965

am dram adjective amateur dramatic; hence, exaggerated, unsubtle,
histrionic Uk, 1985

amebiate verb to get drunk us, 196

ameche noun a telephone. From actor Don Ameche’s performance
as Alexander Graham Bell in a 1939 film us, 1941

amen! used for expressing strong approval us, 1934

amen corner noun the front rows of pews in a church where the
most devout sit, approving the words of the preacher with shouts
of ‘Amen!’ us, 1860

Americalley nickname in Vietnam, the 23rd Infantry Division, which
played a key role in the massacre of Vietnamese civilians at My
Lai. The 23rd was formally named the Americal Division. The
‘calley’ variant referred to a key participant in My Lai us, 1991

American Airlines noun in hold 'em poker, the ace of diamonds
and ace of hearts as the first two cards dealt to a player. From the
initials AA US, 1981

American taxpayer noun any violator of routine traffic laws. From
the vociferous indignation voiced when stopped by a police officer
Us, 1962

American tweezers noun any specialty tool used by a burglar us,
1982

American Wake noun a farewell party for those emigrating to
America in the late C19 and early C20 IRELAND, 1997

American way noun relatively peaceful co-existence by rival organ-
ised crime families us, 1992

Amerika; Amerikkka noun the United States. A spelling favoured
by the political counterculture in the late 1960s and early 1970s;
in the second form, ‘kkk’ signifies the white supremacist Ku Klux
Klan. Rap artist Ice Cube’s 1990 album ‘AmeriKKKa’'s Most Wanted
gave the KKK spelling high-profile exposure Us, 1969

Amerikan adjective American Us, 1969
Amerikill nickname the 23rd Infantry Division. Derogatory Us, 1991
AMF used as a farewell. From ADIOS MOTHERFUCKER US, 1963

amidships aaverb (Used of a blow to the abdomen) across the
central area of the body. From the naval term for the middle of a
ship Uk 1937

a mighty roar went up from the crowd used as a humorous
comment on a lack of response to a joke or comment. Coined by
Keith Olberman on ESPN ‘to describe players or fans who do not
seem to be as happy as they should be following a home run,
touchdown, or victory' Us, 1997

amigo noun used as a term of address. Spanish for friend” us, 1974

Amish golf noun croquet. An allusion to the perceived joy that the
Amish people take in playing croquet uUs, 1969

Amityville; *Ville nickname Detroit, Michigan, US. Coinage is
claimed by rap-artist Eminem, after the 1979 film The Amityville
Horror US, 2000

ammo noun 1 ammunition, actual or figurative us, 1977, 2 cash uS, 2003

ammunition noun 1 a gambler’s bankroll us, 19s3. 2 a tampon or
sanitary towel; tampons or sanitary towels Uk, 1984

amoeba noun 1 phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP
or angel dust us, 1994. 2 a Commodore Amiga™ personal computer
Us, 1991

amonia noun pneumonia BAHAMAS, 1952

Amos and Andy noun brandy; shandy. Rhyming slang, based on a
US radio comedy that ran from 1928 -43 Uk 1974

amp noun 1 an ampoule (a glass vessel of drugs intended for
hypodermic injection) uk 196s. 2 an ampoule of methadone, used
to break a heroin addiction uk 1985. 3 amphetamine, 2004. 4 an
amplifier, especially one for electric instruments Us, 197. 5 an
amputation; an amputee. Medical slang us, 1942

amped adjective 1 under the influence of a central nervous system
stimulant, usually amphetamines or methamphetamine us, 1972.
2 ready for anything, very excited, psyched up us 19s. 3 (used of a
music system) equipped with powerful amplifiers us, 1995. 4 silent
US, 1993

amper noun an ampersand (&) Us 1991

amphet noun amphetamine us, 195

amphoterrible nickname the antifungal drug Amphotericin B. A
nickname based on the drug’s severe side effects us, 1994

amp joint noun marijuana and amphetamine (or possibly another
drug) mixed and rolled for smoking in a cigarette Uk 1998

Am Sam nickname American Samoa Us, 1952
amscray verb t0 leave. Pig Latin version of ‘scram’ us, 1934

-amundo suffix used as a humorous mechanism to form a slang
equivalent. Popularised by the Fonz (Henry Winkler) on the US
television programme Happy Days, set in the 1950s, which aired
from 1974 until 1984 us, 1992

AMW noun a vacuous female celebrity or hanger-on. An abbreviation
of ‘actress, model, whatever’ Us, 19s8

amy; amie noun amyl nitrite; an ampoule of amyl nitrite Us, 195

amyl noun amy! nitrate or butyl nitrate, when taken recreationally or
to enhance sexual arousal Us, 1971

amyl house noun a dance music genre Uk, 19%

anal noun anal sex. A brief search of the Internet reveals an
overwhelming and mainly heterosexual use of ‘anal’ in this sense
Us, 2000

anal & oral noun anal sex and oral sex, when advertised as services
offered by a prostitute Uk 2003

anal amigo noun a male homosexual Uk, 2003
anal groundsman noun a homosexual man Uk, 1983

analog adjective in computing, pertaining to the world outside the
Internet. A figurative extension of a technical term us, 1997

anchor noun 1 a brake. Originally truck driver usage, and then
widespread UK 193. 2 a younger brother or sister. A younger sibling
is likely to hold you back or prevent you from going out with your
friends Uk 2003. 3 an examination that has been postponed us, 19ss.
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443 parachut\'st who hesitates before jumping Uk 1943. § a brakevan
(caboose) Us, 1977. 6 a pick-axe UK, 1863

anchor verb 110 stay put, to remain us, 1906. 2 t0 wait US, 19%. 3 to
the apply the brakes of a car or truck us, 1946

anchored adjective married US, 1949

anchor ice noun ice formed along the bottom of bodies of water.
This northern phenomenon is also known as ‘ground ice’ CANADA,
1945

anchor man noun in casino blackjack, the gambler immediately to
the dealer’s right us, 1985

ancient adjective unfashionable, out of style us, 2004

ancient Mary noun an AM radio us, 197

and a half used for intensifying the preceding noun vk, 1s32
and all that 1 used for intensifying us 7992. 2 et cetera UK 1931
and all that caper et cetera Uk 194

and all that jazz and so on. From JAzz (nonsense) us, 1959

and a merry Christmas to you too! used ironically in response to
a disparagement or an insult Uk, 1976

and and and and so on, etc Uk 1984

and away we go! used as a humorous signal that something has
just started. A signature line of comedian Jackie Gleason us, 1954

and co and the rest of them (of people or things with something in
CoMmon) UK 1757

Anderson cart noun a cart made from a cut-down car and pulled by
horses, during the 1930s depression; later, any car that ran out of
petrol or broke down CANADA, 1987

Andes candy noun cocaine. A near reduplication based on the
cocoa grown in the Andes Mountains us, 1990

and everything used for completing a list or a thought. If anything
less sincere than synonymous et cetera UK, 1984

and like it! used in anticipation of a grousing reponse to an order.
Naval use UK 1943

and like that et cetera; and so on us, 1977

and monkeys might fly out of my butt used as a reflection of
the high unlikelihood of something happening us, 1992

andro adjective androgynous Us, 1999
android noun a patient with no normal laboratory values s, 1994

and so it goes used as an ironic affirmation. The signature sign-off
of television journalist Linda Ellerbee, with homage to Kurt
Vonnegut's use of ‘so it goes’. Repeated with referential humour
Us, 1992

and that et cetera; and that sort of thing. Also widely used in
Australia Uk, 1821

and that ain’t hay used for humorous assertion that the topic of
discussion is no small thing. Both Abbot and Costello in the film /t
Ain’t Hay and Mickey Rooney in Girl Crazy used the phrase in
high-profile ways in 1943. It stayed popular for most of the decade
us, 1943

and that’s the truth! used as a humorous affirmation of what you
have just said. A signature line of the Edith Ann character played
by Lily Tomlin on the television comedy programme Rowan and
Martin’s Laugh-In (NBC, 1968—-73). Repeated with referential
humour us, 1968

and that’s the way it is! used as a humorous affirmation. The
signature sign-off of television newsman Walter Cronkite, who
ended his nightly newscast thus from 1962 until 1981. Repeated
with referential humour, often imitating the lilt and bass of
Cronkite’s voice US, 1962

and then some and more; and much more. Probably an elabor-
ation of C18 Scots ‘and some’ Us, 1908

and there was much rejoicing used as a humorous comment on
a favourable reaction. Popularised in the US by Keith Olberman of
ESPN, borrowed from Monty Python and the Holy Grail Us, 1975

and willl used for expressing a commitment to do something us,
1947

Andy Capp’s Commandos nickname the Army Catering Corps, the
ACC. A humorous elaboration of the official military abbreviation.
Andy Capp is the workshy hero of a long-running cartoon strip Uk,
7995

Andy Gump noun the surgical removal of the mandible in the
treatment of jaw cancer. The post-operative patient looks like they
have no chin, resembling the comic strip character us, 1980

Andy Gump chin noun a receding chin us, 1970
and you know that! used for expressing approval or praise us, 1992
and you too!; and you! used as a sharp rejoinder to an insult ux

1961

Andy Pandy noun 1 an effeminate man, heterosexual or homosex-
ual. From a BBC television puppet who first appeared in 1950 Uk
1983. 2 a brandy. Rhyming slang Uk, 2000

Andy Rooney noun in poker, any player, usually short, who is
inclined to complain. An allusion to the US television journalist’s
stature us, 19%

ANFO noun any nuisance of foreign origin. Acronym in use during
the 1970s by the British Army in Northern Ireland, borrowing the
initials from Ammonium Nitrate Fuel Oil, a type of explosive Uk,

1984

angel noun 1 an outside investor, especially one who backs a
theatrical production. Theatrical origins us, 1s97. 2 a male homosex-
ual. Originally referred to the passive partner, but later to any
homosexual us 1927. 3 a nurse. In the UK Angels was a BBC
television drama series about nurses broadcast 1975-83 us, 1991
4 cocaine AUSTRALIA, 1942. 5 in aviation, a 1000-foot increment of
altitude Uk 1943. 6 in air combat, a misleading image or blind spot
US, 1998

Angel noun 1 2 member of the Hell's Angels motorcyle gang us, 195
angel cake noun an attractive girl Us 192

angel dust noun 1 phencyclidine, the recreational drug also known
as PCP. Originally a veterinary anaesthetic, it became a popular
recreational drug regarded as a cheaper substitute for other illicit
drugs us, 1970. 2 money borrowed informally from a friend us 1976

angel face noun an effeminate man us, 1949

angel food noun a member of the US Air Force as an object of
homosexual desire us, 1983

angel gear noun neutral gear while coasting down a hill NEW ZEALAND,

1989

angel hair noun phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP
or angel dust us, 1994

angelina sorority noun the world of the young homosexual male

us, 1972
angel Kiss noun a freckle us 1972

angel mist noun phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP
or angel dust us, 1994

angel puss noun used as an endearing term of address us, 1936
Angel’s bible noun a Harley-Davidson motorcyle manual Us, 1992
angels in a sky noun LSD UK 2003

angel’s kiss noun a night breeze. Korean war usage Us, 191

angel’s seat noun the cupola on top of a brakevan (caboose) us, 1946
angel teat noun a whisky with a rich bouquet us, 1945

angel track noun an armoured personnel carrier used as an aid
station us, 1971

angel with a dirty face noun a male homosexual who due to
caution or fear has yet to act upon his desire. After the 1938
Warner Brothers film Angels With Dirty Faces us, 1941

Angie noun cocaine US 1994
angishore noun >see: HANGASHORE
angle noun a scheme, especially an illegal one us, 1920

angle shooter noun a poker player who exploits other players by
bending the rules of the game us, 1982
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Anglo noun 1 a white person. The term was brought to the
mainstream by Mexican-Americans in the southwestern US us, 1943.
2 an Anglo-Australian. Used as a derogatory term by people from a
Mediterranean or Middle Eastern background, opposing the term
‘'WOg' AUSTRALIA, 1982

Anglo adjective Of Or pertaining to Anglo-Australians AUSTRALIA, 1952

Anglo-Banglo adjective of Anglo-Indian birth uk 1984

Angola black; Angola noun a potent marijuana from East Africa
1982

JS,

angora noun in horse racing, the totalisator. Rhyming slang, from
‘tote’ to ‘angora goat’ to ‘angora’ AUSTRALIA, 1989

angry adjective (Used of a penis) sexually aroused, erect us, 1970

angry nine nickname during the Korean war, an AN/GRC-9 radio us,
1994

angryphone noun an anglophone (a native English speaker in
Quebec) CANADA, 2002

animal noun 1 a person displaying vulgar manners, attitudes, etc; a
despicable human being; a brute AUSTRALIA, 1892. 2 In American
football, an extremely physical player us 1978. 3 used among
musicians as a nickname for a drummer. From the
character/puppet/musician ‘Animal’ (legendarily, based on Keith
Moon, 1946-78, the original drummer with The Who ) who
appeared in The Muppet Show, from 1976, and in subsequent film
and television Muppet projects Uk, 1975. 4 an aggressive approach to
surfing AUSTRALIA, 1985. § in prison, a sex offender. Contemptuous vk,
199. 6 a thing of a given sort Uk 1922. 7 LSD US, 1994. 8 amyl nitrate
UK 2002. 9 In the Vietnam war, a gang-rigged set of claymore mines
US 1983. 10 a furpiece us, 1959. » go animal to act wildly, without
inhibition us, 198

animal! used for expressing approval Uk 2003
animal car noun a brakevan (caboose) Us, 1938

animal run noun the wild behaviour of some military personnel on
shore leave UK 1987

Animals of the Army nickname during the Vietnam war, used as a
name for the Airborne Rangers us, 1984

animal trainer noun a person who engages in sexual activity with
animals us, 1978

animal 200 noun a rowdy college fraternity us 197

anime noun a type of Japanese animation, often adapted to sexual
themes JAPAN, 1997

ankle noun a woman us, 1942

ankle verb 1 to walk; to travel us, 1926. 2 in television and film
making, to disassociate yourself from a project us, 1990. » ankle a
show to walk out of a performance us, 1973

ankle-biter noun 1 a petty, narrow-minded bureaucrat us 1990. 2 a
child. Also "knee biter’. Humorous, not particularly kind to children
US, 1963

ankle bracelets noun the < and > characters on a computer
keyboard uUs, 1991

ankled adjective drunk. A Bristol usage Uk, 2002
ankle express noun walking us 1919
ankle-slapper noun a small wave Us, 1991
anklets noun leg irons us, 1950

Annabel Giles; annabels noun haemorrhoids. Rhyming slang for
‘piles’, formed from the name of the UK television presenter
(b.1960) UK 2003

annex verb to steal Us, 1845
Annie from Arkansas noun in craps, an eight us 1993
Annie Rooney noun an outburst of bad temper Uk 1988

Annie’s alley noun the vagina. Attested by a police matron at the
San Francisco Women's Detention Center in April 1949; a woman
prisoner was thought to be concealing $13.00 ‘in Annie’s Alley’ Us,

1949

annihilated adjective drunk us 1975

annish noun an anniversary issue of a single-interest fan magazine
Us, 1982

anoint verb to whip someone Us, 1962

anorak noun 1 a studious and obsessive hobbyist widely character-
ised as boring and unfashionable. From the stereotypical wardrobe
of certain groups of hobbyists such as trainspotters vk 1997. 2 by
extension, a person who is socially inept and therefore unable to
be, or not interested in becoming, part of a peer group UK, 1999

anoraky adjective studious and obsessive Uk, 2001

A N Other noun used in speech as an all-purpose formula for an
unknown identity. A written convention that has taken on a life of
its own UK 2003

another country heard from used for humorously acknowledging
that someone who had previously been silent has spoken up us,

1970

another day, another dollar a humorous expression of a day-by-
day philosophy of life us, 1939

anothery noun another, especially another drink of beer AUSTRALIA,

1963
answer noun a rap artist’s response to another’s song us, 1
answer verb to score soon after an opponent has scored Us

answer record noun a rap song released in response to another
SONg US, 1995

Antarctica monster noun fire ANTARCTICA, 1977

Antartic 10 noun any moderately good-looking person of the sex
that attracts you. The humour lies in the fact that a ‘ten” in
Antarctica would be a ‘five’ anywhere else ANTARCTICA, 1991

ante noun the money required to begin a project us, 1895

anteater noun 1 in trucking, a short-nosed C-model Mack tractor us,
7971. 2. an uncircumcised penis Us, 1970

antenna platoon noun during the Vietnam war, a platoon with an
unusually large number of radios assigned to it uUS 1989

ante up verb to provide money for a project Us, 1865

anthem noun in contemporary dance music and club culture of the
1980s, 90s and on, any song that fills the dance floor and gets
clubbers singing along Uk, 2003

anti-frantic adjective calm, collected us, 1953
antifreeze noun 1 alcohol us 1953. 2 heroin Us, 1994
anti-proliferation device noun a condom Uk 1998

antique HP noun an old homosexual man. HP is an abbreviation of
HOMEE-PALONE (2 man) UK, «

antsy adjective agitated, anxious us,

antwacky adjective old-fashioned, especially of clothes. Liverpool use;
possibly from ‘antiquey’ Uk 2002

anus bandit noun a predatory male homosexual Us, 192
anxious adjective 200d US, 1944

anybody in there? do you have any intelligence? AUSTRALIA, 1995
anyhoo adverb anyhow. A deliberate mispronunciation us, 1946
any kine noun anything. Hawaiian youth usage us, 1981

any more for any more? does anyone want more food?; also
used to announce a final opportunity to purchase something Uk,

1977

any old how adverb 1 in an untidy or disordered state Uk, 1933. 2 in
any case, anyway UK, 1958

anyone can cook nickname the Army Catering Corps, the ACC. A
humorous elaboration of the official military abbreviation Uk 1995

anyone for tennis? used for humorously suggesting an activity
Seen as quintessentially British and enormously witty in its many
variant forms us, 1951

anyroad anyway. Also used as an adverb. Northern dialect, widely
familiar from television programmes such as Coronation Street Uk

189
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anything for a laugh serves as a justification for doing something
because you have no choice in the matter. Often rueful ux, 199

anything for a quiet wife a catchphrase that means exactly what
it says. A jocular perversion of the proverbial saying ‘anything for a
quiet life" Uk 1977

any-to-come noun in gambling, a type of conditional bet in which
all or part of a winning is returned on another bet. May be
abbreviated as ATC Uk, 2001

Anytown USA; Anytown noun 2 notional American town that rep-
resents the appearance or values of stereotypical small-town
America Uk, 1992

anywhere adverb in possession of drugs us, 194s. » not get
anywhere to fail to reach your goal, to not succeed in achieving
your object us, 1932

Anzac biscuit; Anzac noun a popular biscuit made with oats, sugar,
flour and golden syrup AUSTRALIA, 1923

A-OK adjective completely acceptable. US Navy Captain Alan G.
Shepard was widely credited for introducing the term to the
general public during the first US space flight. Shepard later
denied ever having said ‘A-OK’, insisting that he had been spelling
out awkward — ‘AWK’ Us, 1959

A-one; A-1 adjective excellent, first-class. Originally of ships, then of
persons and things uUs, 1846

AOS used for suggesting that there are no good options in a par-
ticular situation. An abbreviation of ‘all options suck’ or ‘all
options stink” Us, 2001

a over K adverb knocked upside down. An abbreviation of ‘arse over
Kite' NEW ZEALAND, 1998

a over tadverb head over heels. An abbreviation of ARSE OVER TIT UK,
1984

Apache noun Fentanyl, a synthetic narcotic analgesic that is used as
a recreational drug Uk, 2004

Apache land noun a rough or dangerous urban area Uk: SCOTLAND,
1988

apartment noun a prison cell Us 1949

apartment girl noun a prostitute who works out of her own
apartment or comes to a customer’s apartment us, 1992

apartment house noun in bar dice games, a roll from the cup in
which some dice are stacked on top of others, invalidating the roll

us, 1971

APB noun in police work, an all points bulletin, broadcast to all who
are listening us, 1957

apcray noun nonsense; rubbish. A Pig Latin version of CRAP US, 1937

ape noun in the entertainment industry, a technical member of a
film crew us, 1970

ape adjective crazed, frenzied, demonstrating rage or delight. Based
on the behaviour of apes in films — not in real life us, 1955. » go
ape to lose control; to react unrestrainedly AUSTRALIA, 1958

ape bars noun high handlebars on a customised motorcycle us, 196

ape drape noun a hair style in which the hair is worn short at the
front and long at the back. Most commonly known as a ‘mullet’
Us, 1995

ape hangers noun high handlebars on a customised motorcyle. A
term based on the visual aspect, with the handlebars forcing an
ape-like pose Us, 19

apeshit adjective » go apeshit to lose control; to go crazy us, 1951
apeth noun >see: HA’P’ORTH
ape wagon noun a brakevan (caboose) us, 1977

aphrodite noun a nightgown. Rhyming slang for ‘nightie’ new
ZEALAND, 1875

A-pie noun apple pie Us 197

A-plug noun a plug inserted in the rectum as part of a
sadomasochistic encounter. An abbreviation for ‘ass-plug’ us, 1979

apoplectic adjective behaving in a violently temperamental manner.
From the symptoms of apoplexy Uk, 1984

apostles noun » the apostles in craps, a roll of twelve us 1999
app noun an application Uk, 19%

appalling adjective objectionable, ugly, etc. An example of overused
society and middle-class hyperbole Uk 1937

apparatchik noun an office worker in a support role us, 1974
appie noun an appendectomy patient us, 19ss

applause noun a sexually transmitted infection, especially gonorrhea.
An excruciating pun on CLAP US, 1990

apple noun 1 a person. Usually heard with a qualifying adjective
such as ‘bad’ or ‘rotten’ us, 1ss7. 2 the gullible victim of a confi-
dence swindle us, 1992. 3 a native American Indian who curries
favour with the white establishment by embracing white cultural
values. A variation on a theme - red on the outside, white on the
inside us, 19s0. 4 a particular type of MDMA, the recreational drug
best known as ecstasy. Sometimes embellished to ‘apple E’ or
‘green apple’ UK 199. 5 a capsule of secobarbital sodium (trade
name Seconal™), a central nervous system depressant us, 1980. 6 a
self-propelled barracks barge. From the ship’s official designation
as an ‘APL" us, 1971. 7 the vagina us, 19s0. 8 a one-hundred dollar
note NEW ZEALAND, 199s. 9 the heart. An abbreviation of ‘apple tart’,
and by rhyming slang to ‘heart’ NEW ZEALAND, 1989. 10 a Citizens’
band radio enthusiast of unlimited zeal us 1976

Apple noun » The Apple New York City us 1935 >see: BIG APPLE

apple and pip verb 1 to sip. Rhyming slang Uk 1972. 2 to urinate.
Rhyming slang, formed on backslang ‘sip’/piss. Also used in a
noun sense UK, 1960

apple box noun in the television and film industries, any device
used to raise an actor or object to the desired height us, 1977

apple-catchers noun a type of roomy underpants AUSTRALIA, 1965

apple core; apple noun twenty pounds; in betting, odds of 20-1
Rhyming slang for SCORE UK, 197

apple fritter; apple noun bitter (beer). Rhyming slang vk 2002
applehead noun a dull, stupid person us 1951

Apple Isle; Apple Island noun Tasmania. The island state is noted
for is apple-growing industry AUSTRALIA, 1906

apple jacks noun pieces of crack cocaine. From a resemblance to a
popular breakfast cereal us, 1994

apple-knocker noun 1 a rustic, especially a naive one Us, 1979. 2 an
outdoor toilet. From the image of apples dropping onto the
outhouse roof us, 1975

apple orchard noun a location where police wait parked, certain
that they will soon witness a driving infraction us, 1970

apple pie order noun complete and perfect order us, 197

apple pips noun the lips. Rhyming slang uk 190

apple-polisher noun a person who shamelessly curries favour from
those above him. Several variant forms are attested us 1927

apples noun the female breasts us 1942

apples adjective 1 satisfactory, good. Possibly rhyming slang for
‘apples and rice’, ‘nice’ AUSTRALIA, 1943. 2 in good shape or condition
NEW ZEALAND, 1998

apples and pears; apples noun stairs. Rhyming slang uk 1857
apple tart; apple noun a fart. Rhyming slang ux, 2003
apple up verb to become frightened s, 196

apple z verb to undo something. A figurative use of the ‘undo last
command’ function on an Apple Macintosh™ computer uUs, 2003

application noun » take an application (used of a pimp) to
probe the psyche of a woman who is a candidate to come to work
for you us, 1972

apprentice noun in horse racing, a jockey who has ridden for less
than a year us, 1947

appro noun » ONh appro on approval Uk 1874

appropriate verb to steal something. Ironic military use us, 1960
appy noun an appendectomy s, 1994

apricots noun the testicles ux 1955
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April fool noun 1 a tool. Rhyming slang, originally meaning a
burglar's tool then in more general use as a workman’s tool Uk,
7960. 2 @ weapon such as a handgun, knife, etc. Rhyming slang; a
narrower sense of the much earlier ‘tool’ Uk 2002. 3 a stool, usually
a bar stool. Rhyming slang Uk 1960

April in Paris; April noun the backside, the buttocks. Rhyming
slang for ARIS UK, 1998

April shower noun a flower. Rhyming slang vk, 1950

April showers noun beer by Flower & Sons, ‘Flower's’. Rhyming
slang Uk, 1992

apron noun 1 2 woman or wife us, 1970. 2 the gross daily receipts from
a carnival concession us, 1950. » out of the apron (used of
gambling in a casino) using money borrowed from the casino us,

1982

aqua; acqua noun water. From and synonymous with Latin agua via
[talian acqua UK 2002

aqua boot verb to vomit into the ocean us, 1997

A-rab noun an Arab. Not flattering, but more oafish than derogatory.
The slang sense of the word is gained strictly through
pronunciation - a long first ‘A’, two drawn out syllables, and a
light twang with the second. In his 1962 rock/novelty record ‘Ahab
the Arab’, Ray Stevens gave a loud public voice to this
pronunciation us, 1972

Arab noun 1 used as a term of mild abuse. There is no racist intent
in this term, deriving as it does from ‘street Arab” an obsolete
term for a homeless child Uk: SCOTLAND, 1985. 2 a dOlt BERMUDA, 1985.
3 a street peddler selling fruit or vegetables. Originates from
Baltimore us, 1935

Arab lover noun a driver who obeys the fifty-five miles an hour
speed limit. A term coined during the Arab oil embargo of the
early 1970s us, 1976

arbitrary adjective insignificant, unimportant. Nowhere near as
popular as its conventional cousin RANDOM US, 1956

arc verb in computing, to archive something us, 1997

arc around verb t0 engage in enthusiastic and energetic, if
meaningless and aimless, activity. US naval aviator usage uUs, 1986

ARC girl noun a female representative of the American Red Cross
Vietnam war usage Us, 1968

Archbish noun an Archbishop vk 1994

Archie noun 1 the notional cause of confusion. As in ‘Archie buck
them up’ or ‘Archie fuck them up’; from the late 1960s Jamaican
hit record ‘Archie Buck Them Up’ by Lord Creator TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO, 2003. 2 @ young and untrained farm hand NEW ZEALAND, 1946

architect noun in poker, a player who bets heavily. So called because
his betting builds the pool of bets us, 1988

arctic adjective 1 cold Us, 19s9. 2 in poker, said of a very poor hand or
series of very poor hands us, 199

Arctic explorer noun a user of heroin and/or cocaine us, 1959

arena rat noun 1 a young person who hangs around a skating arena
CANADA, 1957. 2 2 woman who invites sexual relations with pro-
fessional wrestlers us, 1990

are you for real? used for humorously questioning a person’s
sincerity US, 1949

are you kidding? you must be joking!; are you serious? Derisive,
ironic and more of an exclamation than a question. us, 194

are you looking at me? used as a belligerent challenge to a
stranger us, 1994

are you ready to throw down? used as a call soliciting a response
(‘'yes, we are’) at a party us, 2002

are you stupid or French? used for expressing a dim opinion of
someone’s intellectual firepower CANADA, 2002

arf noun half. Written as it's said Uk 1854
arg noun in computing, an argument Us, 1981

Argentina noun » do an Argentina to go missing presumed dead
UK, 2003

Argie noun an Argentinian. This abbreviation is not recorded until

the Anglo-Argentine conflict for the Falklands/Malvinas in 1982 vk

1982

argle-bargle noun the sound made by seabirds. This Nova Scotia
expression seems to imitate the sound it describes CANADA, 1983

argue verb » argue the toss to argue over something already
decided UK 1925

argy-bargy noun an argument, quarrelling. Also sometimes known as
‘argle-bargle’ UK 1887

argy-bargy verb to argue. From the noun Uk 1sss

Aries noun heroin us, 1994

aris noun 1 the backside, the buttocks; the anus. Rhyming slang
from ARISTOTLE — BOTTLE — BOTTLE AND GLASS — ARSE. AlSO variants
‘arris” and ‘harris” Uk, 1979. 2 a bottle. Also variant form ‘aras’
AUSTRALIA, 1966

ari-stock-rat noun a Canadian person of mixed Indian and French
ancestry. The pride behind the insult in ‘aristocrat” has been
justified by the honouring of Louis Riel, who led a Metis rebellion
during the settling of the Canadian West CANADA, 1962

Aristotle noun a bottle. Rhyming slang AUSTRALIA

Aristotle’s lantern noun a sea urchin canApa, 1990

Arizona noun buttermilk. Because a waitress thinks any man
drinking buttermilk ought to be in Arizona for his health us, 1946

Arizona stop noun a rolling stop at a traffic signal or stop sign us,

1962

Arizona Territory noun an area southwest of Da Nang, South
Vietnam, with imprecise boundaries and a strong Vietcong
presence Us, 1991

arji noun Marijuana us, 2007

ark noun a dance hall us, 1953

Arkansas credit card noun a hose used to syphon petrol from
another car us, 1976

Arkansas fire extinguisher noun a chamberpot us, 1958

Arkansas flush noun in poker, a worthless hand consisting of four
cards in one suit and a fifth in another us, 1950

Arkansas gravel; Arkansas pavement noun small trees used as a
makeshift bridge over a mud hole us, 1954

Arkansas toad stabber noun a sharp knife us, 1994
Arkansas toothpick noun a hunting knife us, 1836

Arkansas traveler; Arkansas special noun any unimportant
railway line us, 1950

Arkansas wedding cake noun cornbread us, 1958

Arky; Arkie noun a resident of Arkansas; an unsophisticated rustic
from the south central US. Often used with contempt us, 1927

arm noun 1 a police officer us 195. 2 the penis us 1972. » off the
arm in food and beverage servers” argot, served without a tray us,
1950. » on the arm without charge us 1925. » put the arm on
to pressurise with criminal intent, to extort, to blackmail, to
threaten; to arrest us 1943. » under the arm no good, inferior;
loathsome vk 1958, B up the arm in betting, odds of 11-8. From
the TICK-TACK signal used by bookmakers Uk, 1991

arm and a leg noun 1 a high cost Uk 1956. 2 a prison sentence of five
to ten years US, 1991

arm candy noun 1 someone good-looking enough for you to be
seen out with us, 1992, 2 recreational drugs that are injected into
the arm Uk, 2002

armchair adjective removed from the action; said of an observer who
acts as if he is a participant us, 1955

armchair general noun a person whose opinions are entirely
unsupported by experience us, 1960

armchair ride noun in horse racing, an easy victory us, 197

Armenian chrome noun aluminium paint us, 197

arm hole noun the armpit BAHAMAS, 1952

armo noun armed robbery. Prison slang NEW ZEALAND, 1999
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armor noun a ferale’s figure us, 1997 » in the armor (used of
beer) in a can us, 1967

armpiece noun an attractive woman chosen as a social companion
for the impression she makes on others us, 1983

armpit noun 1 2 highly undesirable town or place us, 19s. 2 an
obnoxious, unfriendly person us, 1968

armpit of the world; armpit of the universe noun the worst
place Us, 1968

arms noun » get your arms around to grasp the meaning of us,
1989

armshouse noun a gang fight. Urban youth slang, probably from a
use of firearms in such conflicts UK 2005

arm-stretcher noun a heavy suitcase Us 1992

armstrong adjective done by hand, necessitating arm strength rather
than mechanical leverage CANADA, 193

armstrong method noun the technique of using hand and arm
strength to get a job done CANADA, 1987

arm trophy noun a stunning and sexually appealing companion,
valued for the prestige attached to their presence uUs, 1994

army noun a large bankroll. Alluding to the green of currency and
military uniforms us, 1990

army banjo noun a shovel or other entrenching tool us, 1991

army brat noun a person who grew up the child of a career
member of the army us, 1931

army craps noun a game of craps in which the shooter serves as the
banker us, 1984

Army Criminal Corps nickname the Army Catering Corps, the ACC.
An elaboration of the official military abbreviation us, 1995

army game noun any game of chance played in an aggressive
and/or dishonest fashion us 1s%

army marbles noun dice. From the view that soldiers are fond of
dice games us, 1963

army odds noun in a dice game, the true odds, not approximate
odds often used in street games US, 1962

Army Peace Corps noun the US Army Special Forces. Highly trained
killers, so an ironic term us, 19%

army roll noun a controlled roll of the dice by a skilled cheat in a
game of craps us, 193

army tank noun an American serviceman. Rhyming slang for YANK
Recorded among Australian prisoners-of-war in the Far East
AUSTRALIA, 1945

arnold noun pork JAMAICA, 1988

aroha job noun a job done out of friendship without charge or at
reduced rates. From the Maori word for ‘love’ NEW ZEALAND, 1985

aroma noun amy! nitrite or butyl nitrite us, 1980

aroma of man noun an ampoule of amyl nitrite. Originally a brand
name; later used generically us, 1992

-aroo suffix used as a festive if meaningless embellishment of a noun
us, 1941

-arooni suffix used as a meaningless embellishment of a word. A
highly affected style of speaking invented and marketed with
limited success by jazz musician Slim Gaillard us, 1946

around the world noun 1 the oral stimulation of all parts of a
partner’s body us, 1957. 2 in Keno, a bet made on the numbers
found in the eight corners of a Keno ticket — 1, 10, 31, 40, 41, 50,
71 and 80 us, 1969

arrest-me-red noun a bright red colour of paint on a car, bound to
attract the attention and interest of law enforcement us, 1992

arrow noun an amphetamine tablet us 1993. » bust an arrow;
blow an arrow in a carnival or small circus, to become lost when
travelling from one town to another. In the past, advance men
would paste arrows along the roadside to show the way to the next
stop; if you missed an arrow, you got lost us 197z. » like an
arrow in poker, said of a sequence of five cards conventionally
known as a ‘straight’ us, 1983

arrow verb to assign a task to someone SINGAPORE, 2002

arrow of desire noun the penis. A poetic image drawn from William
Blake’s ‘Jerusalem’, 1808 UK, 2003

’Arry’s gators Thank you. A play on Japanese arrigato (thank you)
AUSTRALIA, 1958

arse noun 1 the posterior, the buttocks. In conventional usage from
Old English until early C18, at which time it was deemed impolite
language and began a celebrated existence in slang, rarely
appearing in print with all four letters in place. It was not until
1860 that the American Ass appeared. The spelling in Australia is
‘arse’, but pronounced with a long ‘a’ and no r'. Since the 1980s
there has been some encroachment of the American ‘ass’, but
this is still strongly associated with the US Uk ciom. 2 the base, the
bottom; the tail end; the seat of a pair of trousers AUSTRALIA, 1945.
3 yourself, your body or person Uk 1979. 4 a fool; a despicable
pErson AUSTRALIA, 1944. § boldness, gall, gumption, impudence;
hence, luck as a result of this AUSTRALIA 1955. € dismissal, especially
from a job; rejection. Generally with verbs ‘give” and ‘get’ AUSTRALIA,
1955. » ask me arse used when refusing to cooperate or when
withholding information. Other variations used are: ‘ask me bollix’,
‘ask me sack’, ‘ask me left one’. (‘(Me’ is a common Hiberno-
English pronunciation for ‘my’.) iReLAND, 1991. > get off your
arse; get off your ass to start doing something. Often in the
imperative Uk 1979. » get your arse in gear to start making an
effort ux 2000. » make an arse of to make a mess of something;
to botch something uk: SCOTLAND, 1996. » not know your arse
from a hole in the ground to be completely ignorant (of a
given subject) Uk 19s2. » not know your arse from your elbow
to be ignorant Uk 1930. B on your arse in dire straits, especially
financial us 1977 » out on your arse ejected, evicted, expelled. A
variation of ‘out on your ear’ ux 1995 » put on the arse bit to
indignantly tell someone what you think of him or her AUSTRALIA,
1975. » take it up the arse to submit to a more powerful force
Uk 2000. » the arse drops out of; the arse falls out of (of a
financial venture) to fail dismally AUSTRALIA, 1969. > up someone’s
arse very close behind, in close proximity Uk 1957. B up your
own arse very self-involved Uk 2000. » you couldn’t find your
arse with both hands you are stupid Uk 1999 » your arse is
nippin buttons you are nervous, you are full of trepidation uk
SCOTLAND, 1983. » your arse off to a great degree; vigorously.
Used to intensify verb meanings, thus ‘to work your arse off’
means ‘to work hard’; very common with the verb ‘work’ and the
verb fuck’ and its synonyms uk, 1972

arse verb 1t0 make a mess of something, to botch something ux
SCOTLAND, 19%. 2 t0 eat something greedily, to consume something
quickly uk: SCOTLAND, 19%. 3 of a vehicle, to reverse Uk, 1959

arse adjective inferior, shoddy, valueless, unpleasant, disliked for
whatever reason Uk, 2002

arse about adjective back to front AUSTRALIA, 1979

arse about; arse around verb to idle, to fool about Uk 1664
arse about face adjective back to front Uk, 19s4

arse all noun nothing, nothing at all. On the model of FUCK ALL
(nothing) Uk 2002

arse bandido noun 2 male homosexual, especially the active partner
in anal sex. Derogatory UK, 2001

arse biscuit noun a fart. A variation of AIR BISCUIT UK 2003

arse cleavage; arsehole cleavage noun the cleft between the
buttocks when partially displayed above a slipped-down trouser
waistband Uk 2002

arse crawler noun a sycophant. Often reduced to CRAWLER UK 1937
arse cress noun the hair surrounding the anus Uk 2002

arsed adjective bothered; worried. Popularised since the mid-1990s
by television situation comedy The Royle Family UK 1999

-arsed; -arse suffix used to intensify a characteristic Uk 2000

arse end; a-end noun 1 the back or tail end AUSTRALIA, 1955. 2 the
end, the final part Uk 1942

arse-first aaverb back-to-front AUSTRALIA, 1962
arsefuck verb to engage in anal sex AUSTRALIA 1998
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arse fucker noun a male who takes the active role in anal sex
AUSTRALIA, 1996

arse grapes noun haemorrhoids Uk, 1997

arsehole noun 1 the anus. Literally the hole in the ARSE (buttocks,
posterior); use ranges from the anatomically correct e.g. ‘itchy
arsehole’ to the barely feasible or figurative suggestions associated
with ‘stick it up your arsehole’ Uk 1400. 2 by extension, a despised
person. Widely used in the UK and Australia, it is a stronger term
than AsSHOLE, the US equivalent from which it derives uk 1977.
3 courage, nerve Uk 2001. » get the arsehole with someone;
have the arsehole with someone to become, or be, annoyed
with someone UK, 2002

arsehole verb 1 to dismiss someone, especially from employment;
tO reject someone AUSTRALIA, 1950. 2 t0 g0, to leave UK 71982

arsehole crawler noun a sycophant. An extension of ARSE CRAWLER,
often reduced to CRAWLER UK, 19571

arsehole creeper noun a sycophant. A variation of ARSEHOLE CRAWLER
UK, 1984

arseholed adjective very drunk Uk, 1984
arsehole lucky adjective extremely lucky Uk 1999
arsehole mouth noun tightly pursed lips ux 2005

arseholes noun » give someone arseholes to attack someone
WIth vigour NEW ZEALAND, 1968

arseholes! used as a general exclamation of rejection, frustration or
criticism. Occasionally extended as ‘arseholes to you!” uk 1937

arsehole street noun an unpleasant place to be; serious trouble.
You can be ‘in” or ‘up’ arsehole street Uk 1984

arse-holing adjective used as an intensifier Uk 196

arse in a sling noun a state of defeat or depression. Usually phrased
‘have (get) your arse in a sling” or ‘your arse is in a sling’. From
the obsolete ‘eye in a sling’ Uk, 1967

arse-lick verb to behave in a sycophantic manner Uk 19s

arse-licker noun a sycophant ux, 1933
arse-licking; ass-licking adjective 0bsequious ux 1972

arse like a wizard’s sleeve noun an unusually loose rectum and
anus Uk zoo2

arse luck noun very bad luck indeed SINGAPORE, 2002

Arsenal noun » Arsenal are playing at home; Arsenal are at
home the bleed period of the menstrual cycle. A euphemism
based on the colour of blood. Arsenal, a London football team,
play in red shirts; as other teams also play in red this is probably
also a pun on arse ‘n” all (the genitals) Uk, 2000

arseness noun annoying stupidity TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO,

arsenut noun a small, hardened lump of excrement that clings to
the hair around the anus UK 2003

arse over bollocks adverb head over heels. A variation of ARSE OVER
TIT UK, 1998

arse over head adverb head over heels AUSTRALIA, 1962

arse over tit adverb head over heels Uk 1922

arse over turtle aaverb head over heels AUSTRALIA, 1955

arse paper noun any person or thing of limited use NEW ZEALAND, 1998
arse-polishing noun any office job. In military use Uk 1949

arsetronaut noun a male homosexual. An allusion to anal sex NFw
ZEALAND, 2002

arse up verb to bungle something, to make a mess of something
First recorded in adjectival or adverbial form as ‘arse up with care’
in 1937 UK, 1937

arse-up adjective dead, finished, out of operation uk 2001

arse-up adverb Upside down AUSTRALIA, 1994

arse upwards adverb back to front; upside down Uk 1984
arseways adverb incorrectly done, wrongly positioned IRELAND, 1992
arsewise adjective absurd, foolish, mistaken, wrong Uk, 192

arsey adjective 1 Iucky. From TIN ARSE AUSTRALIA, 1950. 2 moody. Also
variant ‘arsy’ UK 1997

arsey boo adjective chaotic, unorganised NEW ZEALAND, 1988

arsy-varsy; arsy-versy adverb back-to-front; upside-down; perversely
UK, 1539

arsy-versy adjective homosexual. From ARSY-VARSY (perversely) playing
0N ARSE (the bottom) as a stereotypical object of homosexual

attraction. The Sunday Times, 22nd August 1976, published a letter
that preferred the use of GAY to ‘arsy-versy’ UK, 1976

Artful Dodger noun the penis. Rhyming slang for TODGER, formed
from a light-fingered character in Charles Dickens’ Oliver Twist UK,

2003

Artful Dodger nickname Roger Staubach (b 1942), a dominant
quarterback at the college and professional levels in the 1960s and
70s. A two-for-one nickname, rhyming ‘Dodger’ with ‘Roger’ and
alluding to the Dickens character us, 1963

Arthur noun arthritis. Used by North Sea trawlermen Uk, 1974

Arthur Ashe; Arthur noun cash. Rhyming slang, based on the
name of tennis champion Arthur Ashe, 1943-93 Uk 1992

Arthur Bliss noun an act of urination. Rhyming slang for pIss,
formed from classical composer Sir Arthur Bliss, 1891 -1975 Uk,
2003

Arthur Duffy noun » take it on the Arthur Duffy to leave
quickly. A sprinter, in 1902 Duffy was the first to run the 100-yard
dash in 9.6 seconds; he later wrote a sports column for the Boston
Post US, 1905

Arthur Fowler noun a fart. Rhyming slang for GROWLER; Arthur

Fowler was a character who appeared in BBC television soap opera
EastEnders UK, 2003

Arthur Lowe; Arthur noun no. Glasgow rhyming slang, formed
from the name of the English actor, 1915-82, who is fondly
remembered for Dad’s Army, 196877 UK: SCOTLAND, 1983

artic noun an articulated lorry Uk 1

artichoke noun LSD. From the code name for the drug devised by
the Central Intelligence Agency during its early experimentation
with the drug us, 2001

article noun a person, usually of a type denoted. Jocular, derogatory
UK, 1811

artificial noun an object the name of which escapes the speaker at
the moment BARBADOS, 1965

.31n
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artillery noun 1 guns us 1s22. 2 in boxing, heavy blows us 71
other sports, something accomplished from a distance us .
4 the equipment needed to inject a drug us, 1915. 5 strict discipline;
a greater power Us, 1954. 6 baked beans, or any food producing
flatulence us, 1976

artillery ears noun partial deafness caused by exposure to the loud
noise of the artillery us, 19s2

artish noun an issue of a single-interest fan magazine containing
mostly illustrations us, 1982

artist noun 1 a person who is proficient at the activity that precedes
AUSTRALIA, 1889. 2 @ person who is devoted to, or especially proficient
in, a reprehensible activity us, 189

artist for the government noun a person who draws
unemployment insurance payments CANADA, 1993

arts noun » the arts martial arts 8ERMUDA, 1985
artsy adjective artistic in a pretentious, vulgar way Uk, 1955

artsy-craftsy adjective pretentiously artistic but not notably useful or
comfortable Uk 1902

artsy-fartsy adjective excessively arty Us, 194

arty noun artillery us, 1854

arty-farty adjective pretentious, artificially cultural us, 1967
arty roller noun a collar. Rhyming slang AUSTRALIA, 1945

arva; harva noun sexual intercourse. Derives from Romany charva
(to interfere with). Anal intercourse is the FULL HARVA UK 2002
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Arvin noun any South Vietnamese soldier. The South Vietnamese
Army was known as the ARVN (Army of the Republic of Viet Nam);
it took one vowel and very little imagination to get to Arvin Us, 196

ARVN attitude noun cowardice. Not particularly kind to the South
Vietnamese Army (ARVN) us, 1991

arvo noun afternoon. From the first syllable of ‘afternoon’ (with
voicing of the ‘f’) and-o suffix. Extremely common colloquially,
usually in the phrase ‘this arvo’, giving rise to the common
reanalysis ‘the sarvo’. Other forms, rare in print, are ‘afto’, the
simple ‘arve’ and also ‘aftie” and ‘arvie’ AUSTRALIA, 1927

as as can be AUSTRALIA, 199

as all get out as can be AUSTRALIA, 1964

asap; ASAP 1 as soon as possible. Originally military, either spoken
as an acronym spelt out and stressed or vocalised as ‘a-sap’ in the
US, ‘assap’ in the UK us, 1955. 2 as slowly as possible. Facetious,
bitter variant on ‘as soon as possible’” CANADA, 2002

asbestos pants noun in poker, used for describing what a player on
a very good streak of luck needs us, 1988

A-sex noun sex experienced while under the influence of amphet-
amine us, 1975

ash noun marijuana. The dropped ‘h’ of the London accent causes a
punning variant on HASH UK, 1990s

ash verb to drop cigarette ash AUSTRALIA, 1930

ashcan noun 1 a depth charge us 1918, 2 a small, powerful, cylindrical
firecracker us, 1970. 3 in the television and film industries, an arc
light roughly shaped like a rubbish bin us, 1942

Ashcan City nickname during the Korean war, a US Army processing
centre eight miles from Inchon. From ASCOM (Army Service
Command) to ‘Ascom City’ to ‘Ashcan City’ us, 1994

ash cash noun a fee paid to doctors for signing a cremation form.
Medical slang Uk 2001

as he has to be adverv used as an intensifier. Follows an adjective,
such as ‘fine as he has to be’ us 1997

ashes noun marijuana us, 1977. » get your ashes hauled to be
brought to ejaculation us, 1906

ashtray noun the desert. Gulf war usage us, 1991

Asian moll noun a prostitute with an Asian customer base Us, 1952

Asian two-step noun any highly venomous snake encountered in
the jungles of Southeast Asia. From the belief that the venom will
kil the victim within two steps of the bite Us, 196

Asiatic adjective deranged Us, 1955

Asia West nickname Richmond, a town in British Columbia cAnADA

2002

as if! used as a humorous expression of extreme scepticism us, 1987

ask noun 1 a request. Generally in the collocation ‘big ask’ AUSTRALIA,
1994. 2 the asking price for a racehorse. A horse with a ‘big ask’ is
deemed by the speaker to be over-priced AUSTRALIA, 1989

ask verb » ask for six and go airborne to request the rotation
travel allowance of six cents a mile in order to fly home us, 1991.
» ask the question to ask someone to have sex GUYANA, 19%.
» ask what you have to sell to invite sex 84rBADOS, 199

ask yourself! be reasonablel AUSTRALIA 1942
as like as not aaverb [>see: LIKE AS NOT

as my pappy would say... used as a humorous introduction or
segue. A signature line from Maverick, an early and popular
television Western (ABC, 1957-62). Repeated with referential
humour us, 1957

asparagus noun 1 a boy’s penis. From the language of child
pornography us, zo03. 2 in horse racing, a bettor who arrives at the
track with an armful of racing forms. From the observation that
the bettor ‘has more tips than a tin of asparagus’ AUSTRALIA, 1989

aspendicitis noun a notional medical condition of a symptomatic
need to spend money. A humorous diagnosis, playing on ‘spend’
and ‘appendicitis’. The earliest use is as the title of a 1961 jazz
composition by Peter Shickele Us, 1961

asphalt eater noun a drag racer who performs well Us 1964

asphalt jungle noun a large city. The title of a 1949 book by W. R
Burnett as well as an ABC television series starring Jack Warden in
1961 Us, 1920

asphalt pilot noun a truck driver us 197

aspirin smoke noun a cigarette adulterated with crushed aspirin,
providing a drug-like effect us 1992

aspro noun [>see: ASS PRO

ass noun 1 the buttocks, the posterior Us, 1853. 2 the vagina Uk 16s4.
3 sex; a person as a sexual object us, 4 the self, a person us,
1945. 5 a fool. From the level of intelligence stereotypically credited
to the animal Uk 1575. » ass on fire said of a person who is
either angry or rushed us, 19s3. » bring ass to kick ass to have
the courage needed to fight someone us, 1950. » bust your ass

to hurry, to exert yourself, to work extermely hard us 1947. » case
of the ass anger; frustration. Vietnam war usage Us, » eat
someone’s ass out to berate someone Us, » in ass in

trouble TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 19s0. B> take it in the ass to take the
passive role in anal intercourse us, 19s3. » up your ass!; up your
arse! an expression of contempt, rejection or derision us, 195.

» your ass is grass used for conveying the state of being in
great trouble Us 1956. B your ass off greatly intensifies the effort
made in doing something Us, 1946

ass verb t0 engage in prostitution us 1991
ass adjective terrible, bad us 1992

-ass; -assed suffix used as an intensifier for the preceding adjective
or adverb us, 1903

ass-and-trash noun during the Vietnam war, people and cargo to be
transported by aeroplane us, 1983

ass-ass verb to humiliate yourself us 2002

ass backwards adverb in reverse order us, 1942

ass bandit; arse bandit; asshole bandit noun a male homosex-
ual, especially the active partner in anal sex. Usually derogatory;
combines Ass with ‘bandit’ - or ‘brigand’, conventionally a gener-
ally romantic image of a villain who will take what he wants us, 1963

ass bite noun harsh criticism us, 1973
ass-blow verb to lick, suck and tongue another’s anus us, 1941
ass bucket noun a despised person us 1953

ass burglar noun the active partner in anal sex; more generally, a
male homosexual us, 1979

ass cache noun a supply of drugs hidden in the rectum us, 1992
ass chewing noun a harsh reprimand or scold us, 1954

ass cunt noun the anus. Analogised to a vagina us, 1974

assed out adjective in severe trouble US 1993

ass end noun the least desirable part of anything us, 1947

ass ends noun the differentials of a truck tractor us 1967

ass English noun the body movements and incantations of a dice
shooter who believes that he can control the roll of the dice us,

1950
assets noun the genitals, especially the male genitals Uk, 1993
ass fuck noun 1 anal sex us, 1920, 2 a despicable person Us, 2001

ass-fuck verb to engage in anal sex, especially in the active role us,
1940

ass fucker noun the active partner in anal sex us 1979

ass fucking noun anal sex us, 1970

ass gasket noun a disposable paper toilet seat cover us, 1994
ass hammer noun a motorcyle Us, 1975

asshole noun 1 the anus us 1935. 2 a fool; a person held in contempt
uUs, 1933. 3 in logging and power line work, a kink in a cable us, 1959.
» from asshole to appetite all over, in all parts us, 1954,
» your asshole’s sucking wind you are talking nonsense us,
1961

asshole bandit noun [>see: ASS BANDIT

asshole buddy noun a very close friend us, 1945
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asshole naked adjective completely naked us, 1969
asshole of creation noun a remote, desolate place Us, 1964

asshole of the world; arsehole of the world noun the most
despised place, area or location. Other embellishments include
‘arsehole of the universe’ or ‘of the nation’ us, 1949

assholes noun » assholes and elbows said of a chaotic situation
us, 1987

asshole to belly button adjective said of people pressed close
together, one behind the other us, 1973

ass hound noun a man who obsessively engages in the pursuit of
women for sex us, 1952

assified adjective 1 fOOlish BARBADOS, 1965. 2 POMPOUS GUYANA, 199

ass in a sling in deep trouble Us 1990

ass-in-the-grass test noun a rough approximation of the percentage
of troops actually in combat at a given moment. Used in the
Vietnam war us, 199

assishness noun pure stupidity TRIMDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003
ass kickers noun heavy work shoes or boots us, 199
ass-kiss verb to behave in an ingratiatingly sycophantic manner us,

1961

ass-kisser; arse-kisser noun a sycophant. Combines ARSE/ASS (the
buttocks) with conventional ‘kisser’. As a demonstration of
subservience the image is much older than the term; it can be
seen in C16 woodcuts of devil-worshippers lifting the goat’s tail to
plant their kisses us, 1766

ass-kissing noun sycophantic or ingratiating behaviour us, 1942
ass-kissing adjective sycophantic us, 1942
ass-licking adjective >see: ARSE-LICKING

ass man; arse man noun a man who considers that the (suggestive)
appearance of a woman'’s posterior provides the supreme initial
sexual attraction us, 1972

ass munch noun a person who is easily despised us 199%
assmuncher noun a despised person uUs, 2003

as sooN as adverb as SOON as possible. A shortening of the conven-
tional phrase UK, 2000

ass out verb to make a fool of yourself cAnADA, 2002

ass-out adverb extremely US 1995

ass over tea kettle; ass over tea cups adverb head over heels us
1948

ass peddler noun a male prostitute us, 1979

ass pro; asspro; aspro noun a male homosexual prostitute. A com-
bination of Ass and ‘pro(stitute)’, but note Aspro™ the branded
analgesic AUSTRALIA, 1955

ass queen noun a homosexual man who is particularly attracted to
other men’s buttocks us, 1978

ass ripper noun a difficult course or test Us 19s
ass’s gallop noun a brief period of time IRELAND, 2003
ass time noun time wasted sitting around us, 1994

assume verb B assume the angle; assume the position t
kneel for punishment doled out as part of a hazing ritual us, 1940

asswipe; arsewipe noun 1 toilet paper us, 195s. 2 by extension, a
despicable or offensive person us, 1952

A-state nickname Arkansas us,

asterisks noun used as an all-purpose euphemism for any poten-
tially offensive noun, singular or plural. From the publishers’ con-
vention of replacing offensive words or parts of words with an * for
each missing letter UK 2003

as the feller says used for introducing a statement which the
speaker does not necessarily accept Us, 1975

as the skua flies in a straight line. Antarctica’s adaptation of the
common ‘as the crow flies’, using instead the South Pole’s
predatory gull as the bird in question ANTARCTICA, 1936

Astor’s pet horse noun used in comparisons with a person,
especially a woman, who is over-dressed us, 1950

astronaut noun the buttocks or anus Us, 2003
astro turf noun marijuana vk 2003

as you do as you do (but perhaps shouldn’t). A conversational
interjection used to make a comic admission of some odd
behaviour AUSTRALIA, 199

as you were used for the retraction of a preceding statement. From
the military drill command Uk 1864

atari noun crack cocaine us, 1993

A-Team noun the basic functional unit of the US Special Forces in
Vietnam, consisting of 10 to 12 trained commandos Us, 19%

ate out adjective (Of trousers) worn, baggy, saggy uUs, 2002

ate up adjective 1 in the US Air Force, dedicated to service Us, 199s.
2 in the US Army, confused, dim us, 1998

Athenian noun in homosexual usage, an anal sex enthusiast Us, 1987

-athon suffix used to create a word suggesting the root word activity
carried on for a long period of time. From ‘marathon’ us, 1934

at it adjective 1 engaged in criminal activity Uk 190. 2 engaged in sex-
ual intercourse AUSTRALIA, 1972

ATL nickname Atlanta, Georgia us, 2002

ATM noun a generous person. From the most common US name
for a bank’s automatic teller machine us, 1997

a toda madre! excellent! Border Spanish used in English
conversation by Mexican-Americans us, 1974

atom bomb noun >see: A-BOMB

atom-bombo noun a cheap but very potent wine. A play on the
power of the atom bomb, intensifying BOMBO (a fortified wine)
AUSTRALIA, 1953

atomic noun a cigar-sized marijuana cigarette Us, 1953

atomic adjective (0f a drug) very-powerful us, 1971

A-town nickname Atlanta, Georgia us, 1995

atshitshi noun marijuana. disguised by using a variant of ‘secret
language’ Pig Latin SOUTH AFRICA, 1977

attaboy noun praise, especially from a boss us, 1970

attack noun » attack of the slows in horse racing, an imaginary
iliness that plagues a horse midway through a race us, 1951

attagirl! used for encouraging a female us 1924

attention noun » jump to attention; spring to attention to

achieve an erection. From military drill, in use after World War 2
UK, 1984

attic noun a drug addict. A phonetic corruption us, 1992

attic hand noun in oil drilling, the worker who handles the drill pipe
US, 1954

attitude noun 1 aggressive or antagonistic behaviour us, 1975. 2 an air
of detached superiority s, 1994

attitude adjustment noun a change in outlook produced by
alcohol, threats or other inducements us, 1984

attitude arrest noun an arrest motivated by the subject’s lack of
respect towards the arresting police officer us, 1992

attitude test noun the extremely subjective criteria used by a traffic
police officer in deciding whether to issue a traffic ticket or let the
offending driver off with a warning us, 19s4

atto- prefix used as a diminishing intensifier. Literally meaning ‘ten
to the power of negative eighteen’ us 1997

au contraire adverb t0 the contrary. French used by those who
speak no French; adds a camp tone us, 1955

auction gale noun an equinoctial gale. ‘Auction’ echoes the sound
of ‘equinoctial’ CANADA, 1999

Audi noun » to be audi to leave us 1992
Audi 5000 adjective already gone Us, 1998
Audi 5000! goodbye. Playing on ‘Audi’ and ‘out of here’ us, 1991
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Audie nickname the voice that announced the time on telephone
time services Us, 1955

auger in verb to crash an aeroplane us, 1957

augustus noun a male homosexual. A roundabout allusion to anal
intercourse; Augustus Gloop is a character in Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory, Roald Dahl, filmed as Willie Wonka and the
Chocolate Factory, 1971. At the climax of the story Augustus is
sucked up a chocolate pipe UK 2002

auld lang syne noun mutual, simultaneous oral sex between two
people. Rhyming slang for 69 formed from the song that people
enjoy once a year. UK, 2003

auld wan noun >see: OUL ONE

au naturel adjective naked. French used by those who speak no
French; informal, jocular, affected us 197

aunt noun the manager of a brothel Uk 160
Aunt Bettie noun an overly cautious person us, 1945
Aunt Ella noun an umbrella. Rhyming slang Uk 1960

Aunt Emma noun 1 used as a personification of a matronly aunt us,
7947. 2. in Croquet, a cautious, conservative, dull player us, 1977

Aunt Fanny nickname the Federal Communications Commission us,

Aunt Flo noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us, 1954

Aunt Flo from Red River noun the bleed period of the menstrual
cycle CANADA, 2001

Aunt Haggie’s children noun any stupid, lazy, despised people
BERMUDA, 1985

Aunt Hazel noun marijuana us, 2001

auntie noun 1 an older, effeminate male homosexual. A tad cruel, if
not derogatory Us, 1930. 2 a disoriented unlambed ewe that thinks
she has lambed and steals the lamb of another NEW ZEALAND, 1999.
3 the bleed period of the menstrual cycle. Also variant ‘aunty’
NORFOLK ISLAND, 1992

Auntie; Aunty nickname the British Broadcasting Corporation Uk, 192

Auntie Ena noun a cleaner. Rhyming slang Uk, 1992

Auntie Lily adjective silly. Rhyming slang Uk 1945

auntie man noun 1 2 man who is completely dominated by his wife
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003. 2 an effeminate man, especially a homo-
sexual GUYANA, 199

Auntie Nellie; Aunty Nelly noun the belly. Rhyming slang;
sometimes shortened to ‘aunty’ Uk 191

Auntie Wicky nickname Queen Victoria BAHAMAS, 1952

Aunt Jane’s room noun an outdoor toilet us, 1939

Aunt Jemima noun a black woman who seeks approval from white
people by obsequious behaviour. Ironically, singer/actor Ethel
Ernestine Harper, who portrayed Aunt Jemima in pancake
commercials from 1948 until 1966, was by all accounts anything
but the stereotypical subservient black woman us, 196

Aunt Julia noun commmunist propaganda. Possibly from a code word
passed to Communist stevedores on waterfronts to indicate the
shipment of communist printed material is aboard ship’ us, 1953

Aunt Maggie noun » out Aunt Maggie’s window (used of a
homerun) out of the ballpark us 1962

Aunt Mary noun marijuana. MARY is a familiar pun on ‘marijuana’
Us, 1959

Aunt Nell noun the ear. Usually as a plural Uk, 2002
Aunt Nell verp to listen. Often an imperative Uk,

Aunt Nelly fake noun an earring. A combination of AUNT NELL (the
ear) and ‘fake’ (an artificial thing); usually as a plural Uk 1997

Aunt Nora noun cocaine US, 1994

Aunt Ruby noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us 2002

Aunt Thomasina noun 1 a black woman who curries favour with
white people by obsequious behaviour. An echo of the much

more commonly heard UNCLE TOM US, 1963. 2 @ woman who does
not support feminism us, 1970

1992

Aunt Tillie; Aunt Tilly noun 1 used as the personification of a fussy
old maid us 1960. 2 the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us, 1999

Aunt Tom noun 2 woman who does not support the goals of
feminism. An attempt to link semantically the struggle of women
with the struggle of black slaves by borrowing from the well-known
UNCLE TOM US, 1968

Aunty Nelly noun >see: AUNTIE AND VARIANTS

aurora borealis noun phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as
PCP or angel dust us, 1977

Aussie noun 1 Australia. From Australia and “ie” suffix. Pronounced
‘0zzie’, not ‘ossie’, the common mistake made by north
Americans. Generally used positively with a sense of national pride
in all meanings AUSTRALIA, 1915. 2 an Australian. Originally used of
Australian soldiers in World War 1 AUSTRALIA, 1918. 3 Australian
English AUSTRALIA, 1945. 4 the Australian dollar AUSTRALIA, 1956

Aussie adjective Australian AUSTRALIA, 1915

Aussie haka; Australian haka noun a gesture showing that you
have no money to pay for the next round of drinks at a pub new
ZEALAND, 1998

Aussie kiss noun oral-genital stimulation. Described as ‘similar to a
French Kiss, but given down under” Uk, 2002

Aussie steak noun mutton us, 1947

Australia noun an ounce of marijuana or other drug. Punning the
abbreviation ‘0z’ (ounce) with the familiar diminutive ‘Oz’
(Australia) Uk, 2003

Australian noun 1 Australian English. Jocularly seen as a separate
language from British English, or other varieties of English
AUSTRALIA, 1902. 2 @ practitioner of mouth-to-anus sex. From a
somewhat forced ‘down under’ joke us 1979

Australian days noun night-work ux 1970

Australian salute noun a hand-movement brushing flies away from
the face AUSTRALIA, 1972

Australian yo noun in craps, a roll of three. A roll of three is rarely a
good thing, and is usually best face-down; if a three is face-down,
an eleven is face-up. Eleven is 'yo’, with the three thus ‘down-
under the yo' us, 1999

Austrian Oak nickname [>see: OAK
auto adjective automatic. A colloquial abbreviation us, 1995

autocutie noun an attractive but incompetent television presenter. A
compound of ‘autocue’ and CUTIE (an attractive young woman) Uk,
2003

auto-getem noun automatic weapons fire. Broken down — ‘auto-
matic fire gets ‘em’ us, 1972

automagically adverb in computing, in an automatic but expla-
nation-defying complicated fashion us, 1981

automatic tongue-wiper noun a sycophant or toady us, 1977

automaton noun in poker, a player who bets and plays in an
extremely predictable manner us 19%

autumn leaves noun in horse racing, a steeplechase jockey who has
suffered a series of falls. A shameless pun AUSTRALIA, 1989

AV nickname Telegraph Avenue, Berkeley, California us, 196
Ava Gardner adjective avant-garde UK 1983

Avenue noun » the Avenue 1 Fifth Avenue in New York. In gay
use. Fifth Avenue was, in the 1940s and 50s, favoured by homo-
sexual prostitutes us, 19405 1o s0s. 2 Telegraph Avenue, Berkeley,
Calfiornia us, 1956

average adjective mediocre; not the best; just plain dreadful
AUSTRALIA, 1981

avgas noun jet fuel Us, 1990
aviator noun in trucking, a driver who drives very fast us, 1971
awake adjective sexually aroused Us, 1985

awake to aware of a secret plan, trick, deception or the like; aware
of a person’s deceitful character or hidden agenda. Now generally
A WAKE-UP TO AUSTRALIA, 1954
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a wake-up adjective alert; knowing; wise to. There is some confusion
about whether this idiom should be construed nominally with ‘a’
being the article and ‘wake-up’ being a noun, meaning ‘an alert
person, a person who knows what’s what’, or adjectivally as
defined here. The earliest evidence (from 1916) supports the noun
theory, but since the 1940s it has become impossible to definitely
determine the part of speech in print as it is found spelt variously
as ‘a wake-up’, ‘a wakeup’, ‘awake up’ and ‘awake-up’. The fact
that the plural form ‘wake-ups’ is only attested by a solitary
citation from 1943 suggests that it is now conceived of as an
adjectival phrase however it may be spelt AUSTRALIA, 1916

a wake-up to aware of a secret plan, trick, deception or the like;
aware of a person’s deceitful character or hidden agenda AUSTRALIA,
1944

away adjective 1 in prison. Euphemistic Uk 1909. 2 Overseas BARBADOS,
1965. 3 Crazy UK: SCOTLAND, 19ss. & in bar dice games, counting for
nothing. A call of ‘aces away’” would mean that rolls of one have
no point value us, 197

away laughing adjective in a good position, especially when
embarking on a new venture NEW ZEALAND, 1965

awesome adjective great, excellent. An informal variation of the con-
ventional sense us, 1975

awfuck disease noun the sense of dread that you feel the morning
after doing something that you, upon reflection, wished you had
not done. Used in jokes more than in real life, with the punch-line
a variation on ‘Aw fuck, why did I do that?" us, 2001

awful adverb very Uk 1518

awkward squad noun collectively, people who do not, or will not,
conform; a notional grouping of people who are ‘difficult’ uk 179

AWOL; awol adjective missing. Military coinage, from ‘ absent
without feave’; now widely applied, both as initialism or acronym,
to most circumstances where permission for absence would be
required UK, 1920

AWOL bag noun in the Korea and Vietnam wars, an overnight bag
Us, 1956

ax; axe noun 1a musical instrument, especially an electric guitar.
Originally used in jazz circles for any instrument, particularly a
saxophone or trumpet, instruments on which ‘chops’ (musical
figures) are played; surely ‘axe’ was coined as a pun. The word
itself suggests a chopper, a tool that you can carry over your
shoulder — to many jazz and, subsequently, rock musicians, their
instrument is exactly that us 19s5. 2 any sharp-edged weapon us,
7950. 3 a knife used or intended for use as a weapon us, 1972.

4 dismissal from employment. Usually heard in the phrases ‘get
the axe’ or ‘give the axe’ us, 1ss3. 5 in a gambling operation, the
house’s cut of the bets us 1974. 6 the lip of a wave US 1991. B get
the axe in surfing, to be knocked off your board by a wave us 1957

axe god noun a popular electric-guitar player who inspires hero-
worship with his musical technique. Based on AXe (a guitar). The
graffito ‘Clapton is God’, deifying the popular guitarist Eric Clapton
(b.1945), was widespread in the late 1960s UK 1999

axe handle noun an imprecise unit of measurement, especially
when applied to the breadth of a man’s shoulders or woman’s
buttocks Us, 1947

axe handle party noun a riot or brawl us 170

axe hero noun a popular electric-guitar player who inspires hero-
worship with his musical technique. Based on AXE (a guitar) Uk 199

axe man noun 1 an electric guitarist; rarely, any musician. Based on
AXE (a guitar or any instrument) Uk 1976. 2 a person who decides
when a company will discharge an employee TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO,
1975

axe-wound noun the vagina Uk, 2003

axle grease noun 1 money. Probably because ‘it makes the wheels go
round’ AUSTRALIA, 1943. 2 any particularly thick and sticky hair
pomade. Known and used in the UK, US and Australia AUSTRALIA, 1943

aye, doogie aye used for expressing disbelief in whatever you have
just been told. An elaboration of ‘aye’ (yes) spoken with irony
heavy enough to mean ‘no’. Several variations including: ‘aye
Hawkeye’, ‘aye, hooch-aye’; ‘aye, Popeye’ and ‘aye, that eye’ Uk
SCOTLAND, 1988

ayemer noun (from television) a morning show. This term is thought
to have been imported into Canada, from the US Variety
magazine CANADA, 2002

’ay is for ’orses; hay is for horses used as a disdainful rejoinder
when someone says ‘'eh?” or "hey!’. This, the oldest of all
catchphrases, is recorded in Swift’s ‘Polite Conversations’, 1738 Uk
1738

ayo used as a greeting Us, 1995

Ayrton Senna noun a ten pound note. Rhyming slang for ‘tenner’;
formed from Brazilian Formula-One racing driver Ayrton Senna da
Silva, 1963 -1994 UK, 2004

Aztec hop; Aztec revenge; Aztec two-step noun diarrhoea
suffered by tourists in Mexico Us, 1953

azz noun the buttocks. A variation of ASS US, 2002
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B noun 1 Benzedrine™ (amphetamine sulphate), a central nervous
system stimulant us, 19s6. 2 a matchbox full of marijuana us, 1971.
3 a buddy, a brother; used as an address for a fellow black man;
used as an address for a fellow of either sex. Initialism us, 1995. 4 a
bastard AUSTRALIA 1921. § a Cadillac Brougham car us, 19s0. » put
the B on to ask for money for sex after giving the appearance of
being seduced Us, 1954

B adjective 1 used as an intensifier. A euphemistic abbreviation of
BLOODY Or BASTARD, sometimes shown in print with leader dots or
asterisks representing the missing letters uk 1926. 2 (used of a film)
second-tier in terms of actors and budget Us, 1946. 3 in the written
shorthand of the Internet and text message, fulfilling the
masculine role in a homosexual (male or female) relationship.
Short for BUTCH UK, 2004

B1 noun » do a B1; do a bee wan to go somewhere else, to
change direction. This derives from the bureaucracy that governs
unemployment benefit; if you are in need of immediate support
when you first register unemployed you will be issued with a form
B1 (an application for Income Support) which is administered at a
different location Uk: SCOTLAND, 1988

B2B adjective (used of a business transaction) between two
businesses us, 1999

B-40 noun a cigar laced with marijuana and dipped in malt liquor.
Possibly named for the appearance and/or effects of the B-40
grenade launcher used by the Viet Cong during the Vietnam war
Us, 1998

B-52 noun a powerful amphetamine tablet us, 1993

BA noun 1 nothing whatsoever. A euphemistic abbreviation of
BUGGER ALL, often elaborated as SWEET BA UK 191. 2 & bare ass.
Usually in the context of exposing the buttocks to shock or amuse
us 1970. » hang a BA to expose your bare ass us, 1970

baadass; baaadasss adjective very bad, very dangerous us, 1971
baba-bing; ba-da-bring ©>see: BADDA BING

babbler noun a sheep camp-cook. An abbreviation of the rhyming
slang BABBLING BROOK NEW ZEALAND, 1919

babbling noun cooking. After BABBLING BROOK (a cook). There is no
record of ‘babble’ (to cook) but its existence is surely implied us,
1962

babbling brook noun 1 a gossip, a chatty person us 1913. 2 a cook
Rhyming slang. In early use very common among shearers,
stockmen and soldiers AUSTRALIA, 1904. 3 & criminal. Rhyming slang
for ‘crook’. Can be shortened to ‘babbler’. AUSTRALIA, 1919

babbo noun a naive, law-abiding citizen us, 1992

babe noun 1 an attractive young woman us, 190s. 2 an attractive
young male us, 1973. 3 used as a term of address us, 1906

babe alert noun a notification that there are attractive people
nearby AUSTRALIA, 199

babelicious adjective extremely sexually attractive. Coined by Mike
Myers on the US television programme Saturday Night Live and
popularised by the film Wayne’s World, 1992 us, 1992

Babe Ruth noun the truth. Prison rhyming slang new ZEALAND, 1999

babes noun used as a term of singular address, both general and
affectionate uk 1997. B the babes; the wee babes used as an
expression of appreciation: excellent, good, exactly as required.
Glasgow slang. This may well be a product of rhyming slang
formed on ‘Babes in the Wood'(good) Uk: SCOTLAND, 1988

babes, parties, tunes used as a humorous assessment of what is
important in life. The ‘Wayne's World" skits on Saturday Night Live
in the 1990s used the mock-Latin motto ‘babum, partium,
tuneum’. The English ‘translation’ is repeated with referential
humour us, 1994

babies noun dice Us, 1974

babo noun nalorphine, a morphine derivative that acts to reverse the
effects of morphine and other narcotics us, 1967

baboo noun an Indian man. A term of respect within the culture; a
term of disrespect when used by outsiders TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1914

baboon butt noun the red, sore buttocks of someone riding as a
passenger on a motorcyle us, 198

babu noun an East Indian. Also recorded in the Fiji Islands samaica,
1921

baby noun 1 used as a friendly term of address us, 1921. 2 a
sweetheart, a girlfriend us, 1839. 3 a prostitute’s customer us, 1957.
4 3 young, inexperienced male homosexual us 1954. 5 a young
performer new to the pornography industry who looks even
younger than he or she is Us, 1995. 6 In horse racing, a two-year-old
horse us, 1976. 7 in professional wrestling, a wrestler or other partici-
pant designed to be an audience favourite. A shortened BABYFACE
Us, 1999. 8 in the film industry, a screenplay us 1994. 9 an impressive,
large object us, 1907. 10 marijuana us, 190. 11 a puma or cougar.
Circus and hunting usage Us, 1946. 12 in the television and film
industries, a focused 500 watt light source us, 1960. 13 in poker, a 2,
3,4 0r 5us 1972. » in baby pregnant TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1942

baby 007 noun in the Vietnam war, an investigative agent from the
Army Criminal Investigation Division, most likely working
undercover to identify drug users uUs, 1991

baby ass noun someone who is babyish. Teen slang us 2003
baby batter noun semen us 1997

baby Benz noun a Mercedes 190 us, 1959

baby bhang noun marijuana us, 1979

baby blue noun a tablet of Viagra, an erection-inducing drug taken
recreationally for performance enhancement us, 2002

baby blues noun 1 capsules of the synthetic opiate oxycodone used
recreationally Us, 2003. 2 blue eyes us, 1957. 3 post-natal depression
UK 1979

baby bonus noun the Canadian family allowance. Also used in
Australia CANADA, 1957

baby boomer noun a person born roughly between 1945 and 1955
After World War 2, America and Europe saw a boom in the
birthrate us, 1974

baby buggy noun 1 a Mini Metro car. Citizens’ band radio slang ux
1981. 2 a convertible Volkswagen Beetle Us, 1992

baby bumper noun a child molester us, 1992

baby burglar noun a young thief ux 199%

babycakes noun used as a term of endearment us, 1%7

baby catcher noun an obstetrician. From an earlier (1937) sense of
‘midwife’ us, 1970

baby discovers! used as a melodramatic reaction to another’s
surprise Us, 1972

baby doll noun any central nervous system stimulant us, 1955

baby dolls noun pyjamas for girls consisting of a baggy top and a
short trouser bottom Uk 1957

babydyke noun a young or inexperienced lesbian us, 1999

babyface noun 1 in professional wrestling, the wrestler designed by
the promoters to be the audience favourite in a match us, 19ss.
2 by extension, any figure in the professional wrestling industry
designed to be cheered or liked by the fans us, 1999. 3 an attractive
young woman. Reported by a Jamaican inmate in a UK prison,
August 2002 JAMAICA, 2002

baby father; baby daddy noun a woman’s boyfriend, live-in lover
or unmarried partner, especially when the father of her child
JAMAICA, 1987
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baby femme adjective (used of a fashion style) suggesting both
youthful innocence and sexual abandon us, 1995

babyflot noun a Russian airline created by the breakup of Aeroflot in
1991 CANADA, 2002

baby food noun semen us, 1972

baby fucker noun a child molester us, 19ss

baby gangster noun a young member of a youth gang us, 1959

baby grand noun five hundred dollars. Punning on the piano size
and a ‘grand’ as $1000 Us, 193

baby gun noun a short, bullet-shaped surf board designed for big-
wave conditions us, 1970

baby habit noun the irregular, unaddicted use of a drug us, 1992

baby hero noun in the Vietnam war, a brave soldier us 1991

Baby Huey noun a military helicopter. An embellishment of the

more common and simpler HUEY, alluding here to a comic strip
character us, 1969

baby legs noun in television and film making, a low-legged tripod
for supporting lights us, 1987

baby life noun a prison sentence of at least ten years us, 2002
baby lifter noun a brakeman on a passenger train us 1946

Babylon noun 1 the white establishment; a symbol of all that is
corrupt and evil. From the mystical ‘Babylon of the Apocalypse’
JAMAICA, 1943. 2 Dy extension, the United States us, 1972. 3 the police
JAMAICA,

Babylonian noun a white person us, 2004

babylons noun the female breasts ux 2001

baby mix noun short kava drinking sessions, especially on a night
before work. Kava is a tranquillising herbal beverage. Recorded by
Jan Tent Fui, 1997

baby moon noun in hot rodding, a small, chrome convex wheel
cover us, 1993

baby mother noun an unmarried mother Jamaica, 19s9

baby needs a pair of shoes! used for summoning good luck
while rolling the dice in craps us, 2003

baby pro noun a very, very young prostitute us, 191

baby race noun in horse racing, a relatively short race for two-year-
old horses Us, 1976

baby raper noun a child molester us, 1951

baby rip noun a small current travelling seaward from shore. An
abbreviation of ‘rip tide’ or rip current’ us, 1990

baby-san noun 1 an East Asian child; a young woman. Coined
during the US occupation of Japan, used frequently in Vietnam us,
1954. 2 by extension, used by Vietnamese prostitutes to refer to a
virgin and by US troops to refer to an inexperienced, untested
soldier us, 1990

baby scratch noun the most basic technigue of manipulating a
vinyl record to create new music Us, 2002

baby shit noun mustard. A Vietnam contribution to the time-
honoured and considerable lexicon of derogatory references to
food in the armed forces us, 1972

babysit verb 1 to guide a person through an LSD or other
hallucinatory drug experience us, 1968. 2 t0 act as a mentor or
protector for newly arrived prisoners us, 19s4. 3 to date someone
who is substantially younger than you us, 19u

babysitter noun in a fleet, a destroyer accompanying an aircraft car-
rier us, 1965

baby’s leg noun any food, sweet or savoury, that is presented as a
pastry roll. School and services use; from the appearance and,
surely, a reflection on institutional catering Uk, 1935

baby slit noun a tablet of MDMA, the recreational drug best known
as ecstasy. Possibly, a euphemistic rendering of ‘little cunt’ (a small
thing) Uk, 2003

baby snatcher noun an adult who is sexually attracted to children or
adolescents Uk 1927

96

baby stealer noun a male or female lover of a much younger or
very young person; an older person who prefers such relationships
UK, 1937

baby strainer noun a condom Uk, 1998
baby T noun crack cocaine s, 1994
baca noun tobacco NORFOLK ISLAND, 1992

bacalao noun the unwashed vagina. From the Spanish for ‘codfish’
JAMAICA, 199

baccy; bacco; bacca noun tobacco Uk 1792
bach noun a vacation cottage NEW ZEALAND, 1984

bachelor noun in police work, an officer who works best alone us,
1992

bachelor pad noun the apartment of a young, single, urbane, soph-
isticated man us, 197

bachelors’ hall noun a residence of unmarried men, originally from
a Hudson'’s Bay trading post building for clerks uk 1746

bachy; batchy noun 1.2 room where a man lives alone or brings
women for sex GUYANA, 19%. 2 a small house occupied by a single
man TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003

back noun 1 an illegal gambling operation. An abbreviation of ‘back
office’ us, 1973. 2 a drink taken immediately after another, a ‘chaser’
Us, 1982. 3 the musical accompaniment which a jazz band gives a
soloist Us, 1970. 4 support, help Us, 19s9. 5 the buttocks US, 1993.
6 potency; virility Guvana 1996. » get off someone’s back to
cease annoying, aggravating, nagging or criticising someone. Often
in the exasperated imperative ‘Get off my back!” ux 191. » get
on someone’s back to annoy, aggravate, nag or criticise
SOMeone AUSTRALIA 1959. B get someone’s back; have
someone’s back to defend or protect someone Us, 1950 » it’s
got a back to it used of an article that is being lent, stressing
that the loaned article must be returned. A catchphrase mainly in
London use UK, » like the back of a bus; like the back
end of a bus ugly, unattractive ux 1959. » on your back 1 (of a
woman) working as a prostitute AUSTRALIA, 1968. 2 (of @ woman)
engaged in sexual intercourse AUSTRALIA, 1979. 3 penniless. An
Australian variant, ‘on the back of your arse’, is first recorded in
1961 Uk, 1937

back verb to carry something on your back saHamas, 19s2. » back a
tail to engage in anal sex AUSTRALIA, 1973. > back and fill to vacil-
late. Nautical imagery, from the term for handling sails to catch
and then spill the wind us 1975. » back off the course to bet a
large amount on something AUSTRALIA, 1965. » back off the map
to bet a large amount on something AUSTRALIA, 1975

back-ah-yard noun in the Caribbean, the West Indies, used for
expressing the general concept of home. West Indian and UK
black; literally ‘back [at] our YARD', UK 1977

backanahan adjective untrustworthy, underhanded seL17¢ 199

back and belly noun a very thin person, especially a woman Guyana,
1996

back and belly adverb entirely, completely TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003

back-and-forth noun conversation us, 1976

backasswards adverp in the wrong order us, 1951

backblocker noun a resident of a remote area, especially the area
beyond the river gorges in Canterbury and Otago, New Zealand
NEW ZEALAND, 1910

backblocks noun remote and sparsely populated land beyond the
outskirts of a town or City AUSTRALIA, 1879

back bottom noun the rump or posterior. Used as a counterpart to
FRONT BOTTOM AUSTRALIA, 2001

backbreaker noun LSD combined with strychnine uk 1998
backcap noun an answer us, 1945

backchat noun 1 impudent replies; answering back in an insolent
manner. Originally military Uk 1901. 2 sexual badinage; verbal
flirting AUSTRALIA, 1963

backchat verb to answer back in an insolent manner AUSTRALIA, 1919
back dex noun amphetamines Uk 2003
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back door; backdoor noun 1 the anus and rectum Uk, 1694. 2 in
sports, the advancement of a team in a playoff situation as a
result of the actions of another team us, 1952. 3 in a group
motorcyle ride, the last rider in the group, usually the most experi-
enced; the final citizens’ band radio user in a convoy Us, 197. 4 a
surreptitious way of entering a protected system or website, made
possible by a weakness in the system us, 1250. » go out the back
door to back down from a confrontation us, 1981

back-door; backdoor verb 1 to commit adultery us 19s2. 2'in

surfing, to start a ride behind the peak of a wave us 19s0. 3 to
bypass something; to exclude something CANADA, 1993
back-door; backdoor adjective 1 adulterous us 1947. 2 in poker,

describing an unexpected hand produced by drawing us, 1979

back-door alcoholic noun an alcoholic who admits his alcoholism
and joins a twelve-step recovery programme for addicts after
initially characterising himself as an enabler of another alcoholic
UsS, 1998

backdoor artist noun a swindler, especially a drug user who
deceives other drug users uUs, 1992

backdoor Betty noun a woman who enjoys anal sex us, 2000

back-door bust noun an arrest for one crime, usually major, after a
detention or arrest for another, usually minor us, 1992

back door closed adjective describes a convoy when the final
vehicle is looking out for any police interest. Citizen band radio
slang us, 1976

backdooring noun anal intercourse Uk,

backdoor parole; backgate parole noun death while serving a
prison sentence. A black joke us, 1929

backdoor pensioner noun a sheep dog who is past his working
days. The term implies an honourable retirement. A dog of similar
years but just a ‘bit of an old pooch” would be more likely referred
tO as a POT-LICKER NEW ZEALAND, 1981

back door trots noun diarrhoea vk 1501

back down verb in betting on horse racing, to force the odds on a
horse lower through heavy betting us, 1951

back ’em down verb in trucking, to reduce speed us, 1976

backer noun a person who is a frequent participant in anal sex
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003

backfield noun the supporting members of a criminal group us, 1970

backfire verb to fart Uk 1998

backflash noun in pinball, the painted glass panel at the front of the
machine. Conventionally known as the ‘backglass’ us, 1977

back flip verb in pinball, to flip the ball to the same side of the
playing field as the flipper us, 1977

back forty noun a large, remote piece of land; a backyard. Originally
a reference to a farmer’'s most distant 40-acre parcel; the usage
generalised and then became humorous us, 1950

back-forty accent noun country speech CANADA 1958
back gate exit noun death while in prison us, 1992
backhand adjective in surfing, with your back to the wave AUSTRALIA

1985
backhander noun a bribe; a gratuity given surreptitiously Uk 1971
back haul noun on the railways, a return trip us 1977
backhouse noun an outside toilet, especially without plumbing us,

1984

backhouse flush noun in poker, a very poor hand. From
‘backhouse’ (an outside toilet) us, 19s4

backie noun 1 an act of using someone’s bent back as a platform to
climb a wall or get over an obstacle UK: SCOTLAND, 1985
passenger, on the back of a bicycle Uk: SCOTLAND, 19

backings noun in the illegal production of alcohol, low-proof
distillate not potent enough to be considered whisky Us, 1974

back in the day advers at a time in the past that evokes a feel of
nostalgia, real or conjured Us, 1953

back in the saddle; back in the saddle again adjective
experiencing the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us, 1954

back in the teapot, doormouse! used as an admonition to a
child to be quiet CANADA, 2002

backjunk noun a big piece of wood at the back of a fire. Better
known in the US as a ‘backlog’, the name of the ‘backjunk’ comes

from the pronunciation of ‘chunk’ as ‘junk’ CANADA, 1958
back light noun the rear window of a car us, 1959

back line noun the wall of amplifiers and speakers behind a rock
band in concert us, 1985

backline verb in casino blackjack, to place a bet in another player’s
square Us, 19%

backlip noun impertinence, talking back us, 1959

back-me-up noun a friend who can be counted on for support in a
confrontation us, 1984

back number noun a person who is hopelessly out of date us, 1960
back of beyond noun a remote area AUSTRALIA, 1579

back of Bourke noun a remote area. Bourke is a county centre in
central New South Wales AUSTRALIA, 189

back of the yards noun a neighbourhood in Chicago around and
behind the now defunct Union Stockyards us, 1982

back-o-wall noun any slum. Originally applied to the slums of west
Kingston, Jamaica JAMAICA, 1978

back pack noun a gang insignia tattooed on a gang member’s back
us, 1992

back passage noun the rectum. Euphemistic Uk 190

back-pasture hauler noun in trucking, a driver who prefers back
roads and smaller motorways Us, 1971

back porch noun a late position in a hand of poker us 199

back-porch nigger noun an obsequious, fawning black person us,
1971

back rack noun in pinball, the part of the machine that rises as a
panel at the front of the machine. Conventionally known as a
‘lightbox’ us, 1977

backra fire noun electricity Guvana, 199

backra-Johnny noun a poor white person B4rRBADOS, 19%

backroom boy noun a scientific technician, especially if engaged in
research that may be secret. Usually used in the plural Uk 1943

backroom job noun a tattoo on a part of the body that is usually
clothed us, 1997

back row noun a prison cell used for solitary confinement us, 1954

backs noun money, especially counterfeit money. Probably an
abbreviation of GREENBACK LS, 1945

back-sack-and-crack-wax noun a male depilatory treatment. ‘Sack’
is sometimes spelt, more correctly, ‘sac’, from scrotal sac, and ‘n’
is occasionally used for ‘and’ Uk, 2003

back-sass noun impudent talking back to an elder us, 1968
back-sass verb t0 talk back impudently us, 1950
back-scratch verb to remove from a tank enemy soldiers who have

climbed onto it, usually by directing light-weapon fire onto the
tank us, 1991

back-scuttle verb t0 play the active role in sex, anal or vaginal, from
behind us, 1ss5

back seat noun in poker, any of the positions farther from the
dealer than the third player to his left us 1973. » in the back
seat ignored, forgotten. Building on the CAR (clique) metaphor us
1993. > take a back seat to be or become less important than
someone or something else Us, 1902

backshow noun in gambling on broadcast racing, any betting before
the current show price UK, 2001

backside noun » while your backside points to the ground
while you are alive AUSTRALIA, 1992

backside! used for expressing strong scepticism AUSTRALIA, 1971
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backside furrit; backside forward advers thoroughly, inside out
UK: SCOTLAND, 1988

back-slack verp to talk back new zeALanD, 1929

backslap noun a celebratory event of mutual congratulation. From
conventional ‘backslapping’ AUSTRALIA, 2002

backslide noun in trucking, a return trip us, 1976

backspace and overstrike! in computing, used for expressing
alarm about a mistake that has just been made us, 1991

back stairs noun the anus and rectum considered as a sexual
passage. Euphemistic or humorous simile for ‘the back way up’ Uk
2001

backstop noun 1 in baseball, the catcher us 1ss7. 2 by extension, a
person who provides a second line of defence in a venture
AUSTRALIA, 1944

backstop verb t0 act as a backstop AUSTRALIA, 1955

backstory noun history, previous experience. Adopted into wider
usage from screen-acting jargon where it is used to describe what
has happened before the story starts Uk 2000

backs to the wall! used as a humorous catchphrase to
acknowledge the presence of a male homosexual. Homophobic;
suggesting a fear of anal sex/rape UK, 2003

backstreet boy noun a young man dressed in the trendiest of
clothes with the trendiest of haircuts. Not a compliment; an
allusion to a band of the late 1990s that was thought to value style
to the exclusion of substance us 2001

backstroke noun in trucking, a return trip us, 197
back-talk noun insolent answering back AUSTRALIA, 19
back-talk verb to answer back with impudence Uk 1ss7

back teeth noun » to the back teeth to capacity, totally;
completely AUSTRALIA, 1933

back teeth are floating used for describing an extreme need to
urinate us, 1923

0

back the card to bet on every race at a meeting AUSTRALIA, 1971

back time noun 1 in the Vietnam war, rear-area or non-combat duty
Us, 1991. 2 the portion of a prison sentence not served at the time
of parole, which must be served if parole is violated us, 1992. 3 all
time spent incarcerated before sentencing us, 1992

back to preposition used in the names of reunion parties AUSTRALIA
1925

back-to-back noun heroin then crack used in sequence Us, 1994

back-to-back adjective consecutive. Usually used in a sports context.

If there is a third consecutive event, the term is simply expanded
10 'back-to-back-to-back’ us, 1952

back to hacking used as a farewell, by computer enthusiast to
computer enthusiast US, 1983

back to the drawing board! used after the failure of an
endeavour Us, 1965

back to the salt mines!; back to the mines! back to workl An
ironic reference to hard labour in the Siberian salt mines us, 1933

back track verb when injecting a drug, to draw blood up into the
syringe to mix with the drug that is being injected us, 1992

back-up noun 1 a person supporting another in a fight AUSTRALIA, 1975.
2 a second helping of food AUSTRALIA 1929. 3 serial sex between one
person and many others, usually consensual AUSTRALIA, 1965. & the
path from the death cell to the death chamber in prison us, 1992

backups noun extremely bright lights on the rear of a car used to
blind would-be kidnappers or terrorists Us, 1992

backward in coming forward agjective reluctant to do something,
modest, shy. More often phrased as ‘not backward in coming
forward’” UK, 1830

backwards noun any central nervous system depressant us, 1966

back-warmer noun a female motorcyle passenger. Biker (motorcyle)
usage Us, 2002

backwash noun answering back in an insolent manner AUSTRALIA, 1969

backwashing noun after injecting a drug, the drawing of blood back
into the syringe, with the intention of collecting any drug residue,
and reinjecting the resultant mix Uk 2003

backwater noun in trucking, back roads or small motorways us, 197

backwhack noun the backslash key (\) on a computer keyboard us,
1991

back wheel noun in horse racing, the second bet in a two-part bet
US, 1994

back wheels noun the testicles Uk, 1998

backyard noun 1 the buttocks us 1972. 2 the anus uUs, 197. 3in a
circus, the performers as a group distinguished from the

administrative and support staff us, 1960. 4 the road visible behind
you Us, 1976

backyard butchery noun an amateur’s modification of a surfboard,
obviating the design features of the manufacturer AUSTRALIA, 2003

backyarder noun a surfboard built by or modified by an amateur
AUSTRALIA, 2004

bacon noun 1 the police; a police officer. From PIG (a policeman)
During the late 1960s and early 70s, a favoured chant of the rad-
ical left youth movement in the US was ‘Today’s pig, tomorrow’s
bacon!” us, 1974. 2 money US, 1946. 3 the buttocks BAHAMAS, 1982
» bring home the bacon to succeed as a wage earner,
supporting one’s family; to achieve success; to succeed in a given
undertaking. Generally thought to echo the ancient tradition in
Dunmow, England, of presenting a flitch of bacon to a happily
married couple but originates in the US country-fair ‘sport” of
catching a greased pig. The phrase was popularised, if not
invented, by the mother of Joe Gans, a black lightweight boxer us,
1909. B save someone’s bacon to rescue someone financially
UK, 1654

bacon and eggs noun 1 the legs. Rhyming slang AUSTRALIA, 194
black person who is partly or completely albino TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO, 2003
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bacon assegai noun the penis and testicles Uk, 1983
bacon bits noun the breasts. Rhyming slang for TIT(s) Uk, 2003

bacon bonce noun 1 a slow-witted person Uk 19ss. 2 a sex offender.
Rhyming slang for NONCE UK 1996. 3 a bald or balding man uk, 1984

bacon getter noun a handgun, especially a single-action revolver us,
1957
bacon rashers noun the vagina Uk 2001

bad noun 1 fault us, 1999. 2 crack cocaine us, 1994. » get in bad with
to get in trouble or disfavour with someone or some agency of
authority UK 1928

bad adjective 1 good; tough us is97. 2 in computing, broken as
designed us, 1991

bad ass noun a tough, fearless person us, 1956

bad-ass adjective excellent; worthy of respect, tough. Originally black
usage but now more widely known us, 1955

Bad-Ass Billy nickname Brigadeer General William R. Bond of the
199th Light Infantry Brigade, killed by a sniper’s bullet about 70
miles northeast of Saigon on 1st April 1980 us, 1999

bad-bad adjective very bad saHAMAS 1952

bad beat noun in poker, a disappointing loss, either with a good
hand or a big bet us, 1982

bad belly noun an upset stomach BAHAMAS, 1952

bad boy noun 1 something that is impressive Us, 1974. 2 a rascal, a
misfit us, 1948. 3 a violent, tough young criminal BARBADOS, 1976

bad bundle noun inferior-quality heroin us, 1971
bad butch noun an aggressive, ‘mannish’ lesbian us, 1967
bad buzz noun an unpleasant event cANADA, 1993

bad cop noun in a pair of police, the partner who plays the
aggressive and hard-nosed role during an interrogation us, 1991

badda bing; bada-bing; ba-da-bing used as an embellishing
intensifier. The variations are nearly endless us, 1972
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bad dad noun a person whose opinion of his own toughness
exceeds the rest of the world’s estimation us, 1973

baddap! verb to be shot. Echoic of gun fire Uk 1994

badden verb to become intoxicated on drugs or alcohol TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO, 2003

baddest adjective toughest; most admired. The unconventional
superlative of ‘bad” in the ‘bad-as-good’ sense of the word us, 1933

baddie noun 1 a villain, especially in works of fiction. A childish
epithet for a staple character of popular mass-entertainment, also
used ‘ironically” in law-enforcement. Also variant ‘baddy’ us, 1937.
2 an unwell feeling Uk: SCOTLAND, 1983. 3 a slight wound, such as a
graze or cut. Nursery and childish usage Uk, 1993

bad dog noun an unpaid debt AUSTRALIA, 1953

bad eye noun a spell or curse caused by looking with envy or
insincere goodwill TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1972

badeye verb to glare, to stare with menace us, 1990

bad food noun food or drink made with ingredients believed to
instill sexual fidelity or attraction BARBADOS, 199

badge noun 1 a police officer us 1925. 2 a prison guard Us, 1992. 3 a
small amount of a drug relative to the amount paid us, 1971

badge verb to show a police badge, especially as part of a psycho-
logical ploy to elicit information us, 1970

badge bandit noun a police officer, especially a motorcyle police
officer us, 190

badger noun in horse racing, an inexpensive horse that qualifies its
owner for race track privileges us, 1976

badger game noun a swindle in which a prostitute lures a customer
or victim to a room where he is robbed by a confederate of the
prostitute, often posing to be her husband us, 1909

badger-gassing noun an act or instance of farting, or its malodorous
after-effect. After a controversial means of exterminating badgers
UK, 2003

badger scratching noun the act of fondling a woman’s vagina ux
2002

badger’s nadgers noun anything considered to be the finest, the
most excellent, the best. Formed on NADGERS (the testicles), this is
further variation on the DoG's BOLLOCKS and MUTT'S NUTS theme;
usage noted, most significantly, on a greeting card being sold by a
high street chain, January 2004 Uk, 2004

bad go noun a small amount of a drug relative to the price paid us,
1971

bad guy noun a criminal. Originally children’s vocabulary from
watching Western films. Perhaps orginating in the mid-1960s us,
1977

bad hair day noun a day on which your hair is especially unruly;
hence, a day on which nothing goes to plan us, 1991

bad hat noun 1 someone who can be counted on to misbehave us
1974. 2.2 PIMp US, 1997

bad head noun a violent, tough young criminal BeLIZE, 1996

bad idea jeans noun the notional clothing worn by someone who
has displayed an utter lack of common sense. From a skit on
Saturday Night Live US, 1994

bad John noun any man who is violence-prone. An allusion to John
‘Bad John’ Archer, a criminal who figured prominently in early C20
life TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1935

bad looker noun an ugly person. Used with a negative AUSTRALIA, 1959

badly adverb wonderfully, excellently; very Uk 2004

badly packed kebab noun the vagina. A visual similarity to the dish
eaten late at night, when half-drunk uk 2002

badmarsh adjective of bad character, disreputable. From Hindustani
badmdsh (a bad character or disreputable person) Uk 2006

bad medicine noun a person or thing that promises trouble. An
imitation of the speech of native American Indians us 1920

bad mind noun malice TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1979
bad motherfucker noun a fearless, tough person us, 1972

bad mouth noun a curse, a put-down us, 1960
badmouth verb to insult someone, to disparage someone s, 1941
badness noun something that is very good s, 1985

bad news noun 1 a person who is better avoided Uk, 1945.
2 something, abstract or actual, that is unpleasant or contemptible
uUs, 1917. 3 the M-48 Patton’ tank, designed for combat in Europe
against Soviet tanks, then the mainstay of the US Army and
Marines in Vietnam us, 1997. 4 in drag racing, a car that performs
very well Us, 1965

bad nigger noun a tough, fearless, respect-commanding black
person. A term of praise US, 195

bad-o adjective excellent us, 1991

badonkadonk noun large, shapely buttocks. From the Comedy
Central television programme Crankyankers Us, 2004

bad on you! shame on you! Recorded by Jan Trent in 1997 Fui, 1997

bad paper noun 1 a discharge from the military other than an
honourable discharge, such as the UD (undesirable discharge) or
resignations for the good of the service us, 1971. 2 counterfeit
money or securities us, 1981

bad-pay adjective slow in paying a debt or obligation GrRENADA, 1976

bad penny noun an unreliable or untrustworthy person; someone of
little or no worth. A figurative sense from debased coinage;
orginally ‘bad ha'penny’ before inflation Uk 1937

bad rack noun at a casino, a list of customers who are poor credit
risks Us, 1974

bad rock noun cocaine; crack cocaine Uk 2003

bads noun the depression following the use of hallucinogens or
amphetamines uUs, 1970

bad scene noun an unpleasant situation; a depressing experience us,

1966
bad scran noun bad luck iRELAND, 1959

bad seed noun 1 peyote; heroin s 199. 2 mescaline, the
hallucinogenic alkaloid of peyote Us, 2001, 3 marijuana Uk, 199

bad shit noun high quality drugs, especially marijuana 199

bad sick noun any sexually transmitted infection ANTIGUA AND
BARBUDA, 199

bad-talk verb to disparage someone or something BAHAVAS, 1952

bad thing noun an inherently bad idea. From 7066 and All That, the
history parody in which Sellar and Yeatman created the ‘bad thing’
device: ‘Indeed, he had begun badly as a Bad Prince, having
attempted to answer the Irish Question by pulling the beards of
the aged Irish chiefs, which was a Bad Thing and the wrong
answer’ Us, 1931

bad time noun 1 time served in prison that does not count towards
the overall sentence; time served in a military stockade that does
not count towards the overall period of service us, 19ss. 2 a jail or
prison sentence for a petty, avoidable offence us, 1977. 3 the bleed
period of the menstrual cycle us, 1954

bad trip noun an unpleasant, frightening or unnerving experience
with LSD us, 1966

bad trot noun a losing streak; a period of heavy or sustained losses
AUSTRALIA, 1936

bafan noun a clumsy person. From ‘baff-hand’ (a cripple) amaica, 1956
baff verb to vomit us, 198

bafflegab noun verbose language that is difficult to penetrate and
impossible to understand. The term, by all accounts, was coined
by Milton A. Smith of the United States Chamber of Commerce.
Smith defined the term as ‘Multiloguence characterized by
consummiate interfusion of circumlocution or periphrasis,
inscrutability, incognizability, and other familiar manifestations of
abstruse expatiation commonly utilized for promulgations
implementing procrustean determinations by governmental
bodies’ us, 1952

bag noun 1 an interest us, 1954, 2 a way of doing things us 192. 3 an
unattractive young woman AUSTRALIA, 1965. 4 a police uniform us,
1944. 5 duty as a uniformed police officer us, 1973. 6 a breathalyser.
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From ‘breathalyser bag’ Uk 1967. 7 the scrotum us, 193s. 8 a sexually
Promiscuous woman or a prostitute us, 7893. 9 a condom us, 7922.
10 a diaphragm us, 1964. 11 a collection raised in a single effort
Figurative application of the game-bag in which hunters gather
their kill Uk 1900. 12 a large score made by a player AUSTRALIA, 1985.
13 a package of drugs us 7952. 14 a small paper packet or plastic
bag containing heroin; thus a standardised measure of heroin,
either by cost or volume. Also variant ‘bagel’ us, 1952. 15 heroin.
Adopted by drug-users from the sense of ‘bag’ meaning ‘an
interest or way of doing things’ Uk 2c01. 16 a parachute. Originally
Royal Air Force usage, then the army also Uk 1943. 17 a fuel tank on
an aeroplane us, 1997. 18 a member of a college fraternity. An
abbreviation of BAGGER, itself an abbreviation of FRATTY BAGGER U,
1998. 19 bed Us 1969. » bag of snakes a business acquisition full
of bad surprises us 1991. » get a bag! learn how to catch! In
cricket used as a derisive retort to a fielder who drops an easy
catch AUSTRALIA, 19s5. » in the bag 1 drunk us 1940. 2 as good as
done us 1921. 3 corrupted, bribed, beholden to someone else us
1926. 4 (of a horse) not being run on its merits; being run to lose;
(of a jockey) not riding to win. Literally, the money that has been
bet on the horse will stay in the bookmaker’s bag AUSTRALIA, 1903.
» on someone’s bag in golf, working as a caddie us, 2o00. » out
of the bag unexpectedly good AUSTRALIA 1954

bag verb 110 arrest someone Uk 1824. 2 to catch, capture or obtain
something for yourself us 1861, 3 to shoot down a plane. A hunting
allusion in Royal Air Force use Uk 1943. 4 in sport, to score a Speci-
fied number of goals or points AUSTRALIA, 2000. § to disregard,
dismiss or stop something. Figurative use of throwing rubbish in a
rubbish bag us, 19ss. 6 to cancel a social engagement. The
Dictionary of American Regional English lists a related meaning: ‘to
feign illness in order to avoid one’s responsibilities” from 1967
CANADA, 2002. 7 10 abandon or leave a place or thing us, 192. 8 t0
criticise or denigrate someone or something AUSTRALIA, 1969. 9 TO
dismiss from employment. A variation of SACK UK: SCOTLAND, 1983.
10 to bribe someone; to arrange an outcome Us, 1943. 11 t0 impreg-
nate us 1949. 12 to hang in loose folds. Especially applied to
trousers out of shape at the knees Uk 1824. 13 10 use a resuscitation
bag. Medical use UK 1950. 14 to sleep, to doze us, 1994. 15 tO leave.
Hawaiian youth usage us 19s7. » bag and tag 1 to place a dead
soldier in a body bag and identify the soldier with a tag on the
outside of the body bag us, 1991. 2 (used of a prison guard) to count
and account for prisoners during scheduled count times us, 2002.
3 to apprehend someone and take them into police custody
AUSTRALIA 2001. - bag ass to leave, especially in a hurry us 1972.
» bag beaver to have sex with a worman. Combining hunting
and sexual metaphors us 1992. » bag your head to stop talking
Us, 1962

-bag suffix when in combination with an undesirable thing, used to
label a person who epitomises the unpleasant quality. Michael
Munro in The Patter, Another Blast (1988) offers the examples
‘crap-bag’ (a coward), GROTBAG (a dirty person) and ‘stum-bag’ (an
idiot) UK 1988

bagaga; bagadga noun the penis. Probably from lItalian ‘bagagl’
(luggage) US, 1963

bag and baggage used for conveying to a prisoner that he is to be
released from jail us 1977

bag biter noun in computing, something or someone that does not
work well us, 1981

bag boy noun a bookmaker AUSTRALIA, 1945

bag case noun a fatally injured motorist, especially one with
gruesome injuries us, 192

bag-chaser noun a drug user who is obsessed with getting drugs us,
1989

bag drag noun in Antarctica, the act of dragging your luggage for a
pre-flight weigh-in ANTARCTICA, 199

bagel noun 1 a Jewish person. Usually playful rather than derogatory
Us, 1955. 2 a tyre us, 1977. 3 a fool Uk, 199

bagel verb in a sporting event, to defeat your opponent without
letting your opponent score. It is claimed that the usage was
coined by tennis player Eddie Dibbs and popularised by tennis
writer and broadcaster Bud Collins us, 1976

bagel bumper noun a lesbian. Based on a visual similarity between
the vagina and a bagel Uk, 2003

bagel face noun a Jewish person. Derogatory Us, 1979

bag-follower noun an attractive woman who carries packets of
heroin for a heroin dealer while bestowing status upon him with
her good looks us, 1978

bag full of shit noun an utterly contemptible person Uk 1998

bagful of busted arseholes noun the epitome of ugliness or
feeling poorly NEW ZEALAND, 1998

baggage noun 1 a boyfriend, agent or other male who accompanies
a female pornography performer to the set. Not flattering us, 199s.
2 a non-playing observer of a card or dice game us, 1950

baggage smasher noun a baggage handler us 195
bagged adjective 1 fixed, corrupted, bribed us 1942. 2 drunk us, 1953

bagger noun 1 a poker player who does not bet aggressively when
holding a good hand until late in the hand us, 196. 2 a boy who
wears his trousers so low that his boxer shorts hang out above his
belt line us, 1986. 3 someone who talks, dresses and projects an East
Coast, prep-school persona; a member of a college fraternity us,
1950. 4 someone who plays footbag us, 1997

baggers noun baggy shorts or swimming trunks AUSTRALIA, 1963

baggie noun 1 a plastic bag filled with a variable amount of loose
marijuana. From the trademarked name of a brand of plastic
sandwich bags us, 19s0. 2 a condom Us, 1971

baggies noun loose trousers or shorts, especially loose-fitting shorts
or swimming trunks popularised by surfers. Trousers have been
called BaGs on and off since the mid-C19; ‘baggies’ derives from
the baggy fit us 193

bagging noun denigration AUSTRALIA, 1956
bag guy noun a toy balloon vendor us, 194

baggy adjective a loose fashion briefly popular with ravers; the baggy
trouser style continued to be popular with UK skateboarders Uk

1993
baggy arse noun an inexperienced, naive prison guard AUSTRALIA, 1987

baggy-arse; baggy-arsed adjective (0f a soldier) substandard,
second-rate, shoddy AUSTRALIA, 1953

baggy green cap noun the cap worn by Australian test cricketers
Also simply the ‘baggy green’, and hence, to wear the baggy
green’ — meaning 'to represent Australia in test cricket” AUSTRALIA,
1995

Baghdad Betty nickname during the US war against Iraq in 1991, a
female Iraqi disc jockey who broadcast propaganda to US troops
Us, 1991

Baghdad Boys noun during the Gulf war, reporters from the Cable
News Network us, 1991

baghead noun a habitual cocaine or heroin user. From BAG (drugs)
combined with HEAD (a user) UK 19%

bag job noun 1 a cheating scheme involving a casino employee as a
confederate us, 1950. 2 a burglary, especially when committed by law
enforcement or intelligence agents looking for information us, 1971

bag lady noun 1 a destitute woman who wanders the streets with
her possessions in shopping bags us, 1972. 2 a condom UK, 1998

bagman noun 1 a person who collects, makes or holds illegal
payments us, 1935. 2 a bookmaker AUSTRALIA, 1956. 3 @ bookmaker's
clerk AUSTRALIA, 1973. & in the circus or carnival, a person who makes
change for customers, often cheating them us, 19s0. 5 a member of
a shoplifting team who carries away the stolen goods AUSTRALIA
1975. 6 a drug dealer; a person in possession of drugs us, 1970. 7 an
itinerant man carrying his possessions in a bag; a swagman
AUSTRALIA, 1856

Bagman’s Gazette noun an imaginary publication that is cited as a
source of rumours AUSTRALIA, 1959

Bagmen’s Union noun a fictitious union to which itinerant
travellers belonged during the Depression AUSTRALIA, 1954

bag of arse noun anything inferior ux 2002
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bag of bones noun 1 a skinny person or animal AUSTRALIA, 1903. 2 @
‘bush pilot” aeroplane CANADA, 1984

bag of coke noun a man. Rhyming slang for a BLOKE; variation of
BUSHEL OF COKE AUSTRALIA, 1976

bag off verb to form an intitial liaison with someone sexually
attractive, especially with a view to greater intimacy UK 2002

bag of flour noun a bathroom shower. Rhyming slang ux 1950
bag of fruit noun a suit. Rhyming slang AUSTRALIA, 1924
bag of nails noun a state of confusion AUSTRALIA, 1942

bag of shit noun 1 a despicable person AUSTRALIA, 1970. 2 anything of
poor quality UK 1995

bag of shit tied up with string noun a clumsy, shapeless or
scruffy person. Probably military in origin; usually in phrases such
as ‘looks like a bag of shit tied up with string” Uk, 1984

bag of snakes noun a lively young woman AUSTRALIA, 1984
bag of tricks noun ©>see: BOX OF TRICKS
bag of yeast noun a priest. Rnyming slang AUSTRALIA, 1971

bag on; bag verb to insult someone in a competitive, quasi-friendly
spirit us, 1993

bag-o0-wire noun an informer or betrayer Jamaica, 1952

bagpipe verb to stimulate the penis to orgasm under the armpit of
a lover. Homosexual use Uk, 1904

bags noun 1 a great amount of Uk 1931, 2 loose fitting trousers. There
have been ‘bum-bags’, 1860, ‘howling bags’ (with a loud pattern),
1850-90, and 'go-to-meeting bags’ (best clothes), 1870-1910
‘Oxford bags’, a very wide-legged cut, were introduced in the early
1920s and are still known Uk, 1853. 3 @ mess; a botched enterprise
IRELAND, 2004. » make a bags of make a mess of something
IRELAND, 1998

bags verb to claim rights to something; to reserve something
AUSTRALIA, 1944

bags!; bagsy!; bagsey! used to claim possession or authority.
Mainly juvenile; may be structured as a verb Uk, 1897

bag-shanty noun a brothel. Royal Navy use; a combination of BAG (a
promiscuous woman) and conventional ‘shanty’ (a hut) Uk 180

bagsing noun the act of claiming priority rights to something;
reserving something AUSTRALIA, 2003

bagswinger noun a bookmaker’s clerk AUSTRALIA, 1977

bag up verb 1 to put a condom on a penis. Also variant ‘bag it up’
UK 2002. 2 to divide a powdered drug into bags preparatory to
selling it us, 19s9. 3 of a fizzy drink, to fill the stomach with gas uk
SCOTLAND, 1983. & tO laugh Us, 1989

Bahama ham noun the conch saHAMAS 1952
Bahama hooter noun a marijuana cigarette us, 1992
bahookie noun the buttocks; the anus Uk 195

bail verb 1 to leave a relationship or situation us, 1977. 2 to fall while
skateboarding us, 19s4. 3 in mountain biking, to jump off a bicycle
in order to avoid an accident us 19%. 4 in foot-propelled
scootering, to abandon a scooter in mid-jump Uk, 2000. 5 to land
inelegantly or badly when completing a snowboarding jump us,
1995

bail bandit noun a person who commits a crime while out on bail
UK, 2002

bailing-wire artist noun on the railways, a creative but incompetent
mechanic us, 1977

bail out verb 1 to jump off a surfboard when you are about to be
knocked off the board by a wave uS 1964. 2 in skateboarding, to fall
badly Uk 2003

bail up verb 1 to hold someone up; to rob someone by holding up.
In common use by bushrangers during the colonial period.
Transferred sense from ‘bail up’ (to place a dairy cow into a bail for
milking), from ‘bail’ (a frame for securing a cow’s head). It could
also be used intransitively to mean to submit to being held up
and robbed’. Now only used in historical novels AUSTRALIA, 1838. 2 tO

hold someone at bay; to corner someone AUSTRALIA, 1841. 3 tO Stop
someone for a conversation AUSTRALIA, 1998

bail up! stand and deliver! AusTRALIA, 1842

bait noun 1 in poker, a small bet that is hoped will lure another
player into a larger bet us 197. 2 in shuffleboard, a shot made to
entice the opponent to try to go after the disc us, 197. 3 a person
who attracts a specified type or category of attention us, 1942. 4 a
small meal us, 1958. § in prison, credit, especially on the purchase
of drink, drugs or tobacco Uk 199%

bait verb in gin, to discard a card in a manner that is designed to
lure a desired card from an opponent us, 1977. » bait the hole in
American football, to feign a running play in order to draw
defenders towards the line and block them there us, 1984

bait can noun a worker’s lunch box us, 1985

bait money noun cash with pre-recorded serial numbers set aside by
a bank to be included in money given to a robber us 1992

Baja bug noun a Volkswagen Beetle modified for surfer use. ‘Baja’ is
a reference to Baja California, the Mexican state immediately
south of California us, 1991

bake noun 1 a verbal assault, a roasting AUSTRALIA, 1975. 2 a complete
and hopeless outcast. An abbreviation of Bakersfield, a city at the
south end of California’s San Joaquin Valley, ‘the other side of
nowhere’ to the surfers who use this term us, 1991. 3 illegal drugs
manufactured in an illegal laboratory NEW ZEALAND, 1986

bake verb to manufacture illegal drugs in a laboratory NEw ZEALAND,
19¢5. » bake biscuits to record and produce a phonograph
record Us, 1959

baked adjective drug-intoxicated, especially by marijuana us, 1973

baked-bean noun a sexual interlude. Rhyming slang for SCENE Uk,
2000

baked beans noun jeans. Prisoners’ rhyming slang Uk, 2001

baked potato noun a drug-user who watches television while
intoxicated. A play on COUCH POTATO (a habitual idler/television
watcher) formed on BAKED (intoxicated) uUs, 199

baked wind pills noun beans canapa, 1993
baker noun 1 the electric chair us, 1950. 2 a marijuana smoker us, 1997.
3 a grade of ‘B’ in academic work us, 1968

Baker flying adjective experiencing the bleed period of the
menstrual cycle. In the navy, a red Quartermaster B (Baker in the
phonetic alphabet) flag is flown to signify ‘Danger’ and ‘Keep out’,
providing several theories for application to menstruation us, 190

Bakerloo noun in cricket, a batsman who is playing down the wrong
line. A jocular reference to the Bakerloo line on London'’s
underground system Uk, 2003

baker’s fog noun in the Maritime Provinces, regular sliced white
bread CANADA, 1998

bakey; bakie noun a baked potato Uk 1943
bakkie noun a utility vehicle used in South Africa SOUTH AFRICA, 2000

baksis noun a small extra added to a purchase by a vendor in the
hope of encouraging return business GUYANA, 199

balance verb » balance the books in an illegal betting operation,
to place bets with other operations when betting is too heavy on
one proposition us, 1979

Balconville nickname the Point St Charles area of Montreal. One of
two nicknames for this neighborhood (the other is ‘The Pointe’)
because most dwellings have a balcony on which people sit a lot.
Bilingual and harmonious, its mixture of French and English is
noted in the word itself, which is partly from each language. It is
the title of a 1980 play by David Fennario CANADA, 1980

balcony noun the female breasts Us, 19«
bald head noun t0 a Rastafarian, any non-Rastafarian Jamaica, 197
bald-headed adjective (used of a rotary bit in oil drilling) worn out

US, 1954
bald-headed mouse noun the penis Uk 2003
bald-headed prairie noun treeless and shrubless plains cAnADA, 2002
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baldheaded row noun the front row of a burlesque or strip show us,
1887

bald-tyre bandit noun a police officer detailed to traffic duty uk 1977

Baldwin noun a handsome man. From the family of handsome
actor brothers us, 1995

baldy noun 1 a worn tyre; in the US, especially in hot rodding and
drag racing us, 19s5. 2 a Hereford cow. This breed of cattle has a
white face or head AUSTRALIA 18s7. 3 the white-headed pigeon,
endemic to Australia AUSTRALIA, 1969. 4 an artist's model denuded of
pubic hair Uk, 1984

baldy adjective (0f a tyre) with a worn tread AUSTRALIA, 1979

baldy! refuse! A children’s catchword NEW ZEALAND, 1942

baldy lad noun the penis Uk, 2001

bale noun 1 marijuana compressed into a large bale similar to a bale
of hay us 1971. 2 any quantity of marijuana us, 2001

bale verb » bale the kale to win a lot of money gambling. From
KALE (money) Us, 1962

bale of hay noun a male homosexual. Rhyming slang for GAY Uk, 2003
bale of straw noun a blonde white woman us, 1928

Bali belly noun any gastro-intestinal infection obtained when
holidaying in Bali, Indonesia or other areas of Southeast Asia
AUSTRALIA, 1984

balk verb 1t0 cover up AUSTRALIA 1975. 2 in poker, to hesitate when it
is your turn to bet in the hope of seeing whether players who
follow you are prepared to call the bet us, 199

ball noun 1 a thoroughly good time s, 7932. 2 an act of sexual
intercourse Us, 1970. 3 a single scoop of ice-cream US, 1960. & crack
cocaine Us, 1994. 5 black-tar heroin uk, 2002. 6 one dollar. Mainly
prison slang us 1s9s. » on the ball alert to any opportunity ux
1957. » out on a ball; be riding a ball (used of a customer
trading in a car) believing that your old car is worth more than it
is us, 1950. » that’s the way the ball bounces that's how things
turn out us 19s2. » the ball is in your court it is your turn; it is
is your decision. A variation of the conventional phrase ‘the ball is
with you' UK, 1963

ball verb 1 to have sex us, 1952. 2 to fondle a man'’s penis us 1%s. 3 to
thoroughly enjoy yourself Us, 1942. 4 to go or take something
somewhere very quickly us 1939. 5 to insert amphetamine or meth-
amphetamine in the vagina before sexual intercourse us, 1971. 6 to
secrete and smuggle cocaine in the vagina uk zocz. » ball the
jack to travel very quickly us 1912

-ball suffix combines with an unpleasant substance to create a
contemptible person Uk 1970

balla noun a man with a lot of money us

ballad noun a love letter us, 1960

ballahoo and all the crew noun everybody TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1996

ball and chain noun a man’s wife us, 1921

ballast scorcher noun a fast-riding railway engineer us, 1946

ballbag noun 1 the scrotum AUSTRALIA 1985, 2 an athletic supporter us,
1968

ball blinder noun a condom. An image of something that debilitates
BALLS (the testicles) Uk 1998

ballbreaker noun 1 a difficult task, a boring situation; any
circumstance that saps your spirit. The prosaic etymology leads to
any task that strains the testicles, more likely that ‘balls” represent
power or spirit in this context us, 1942. 2 a powerful, assertive
woman; someone who demands or actively exacts a difficult
requirement. Taking ‘balls’ to mean ‘power and spirit’, this extends
from the previous sense Us, 1944

ball-busting adjective harassing, dominating, controlling us, 1954
ball-cutter noun a person who belittles and demeans others us, 1962

baller noun 1 a drug dealer, usually of crack cocaine Us, 2001. 2 an
attractive male us, 2002. 3 2 member of a youth gang who is
prospering financially us, 1995

ballet master noun on the railways, the supervisor of track crews.
An extension of the track worker as a GANDY DANCER US, 1977

999

balley noun a free show outside a carnival attraction, intended to
create interest in paying to see the act inside us, 1985

ballgame noun 1 a state of affairs, especially if challenging. Sporting
imagery Us, 1930. 2 during the Vietnam war, an exhange of fire or
firefight with the enemy us 1997 » a whole new ballgame a
completely different set of circumstances Us, 1968

ballhead noun a white New Zealander new ZEALAND, 1959

ball hop noun a deliberate fabrication, an unsupported rumour.
Gaelic IRELAND, 2001

ballhuggers noun 1 very tight trousers. Hawaiian youth usage uUs, 19s2.
2 a pair of men’s close-fitting and revealing nylon swimming
trunks AUSTRALIA, 2003

ballie noun an old man; any old person, especially your parent. From
the Afrikaans ou bal SOUTH AFRICA, 2004

ball in hand noun in pool, the right to shoot from anywhere behind
the headstring after another player has hit the cue ball into a
pocket UK 1807

ballistic adjective extremely angry; out of control. Originally applied
to an out-of-control missile us, 1985

ballistics noun graphic, aggressive rap lyrics us, 1991

ballocky; bollocky; bollicky adjective naked. Often combined with
‘naked’, compare with BOLLOCK NAKED and STARK BOLLOCK NAKED UK,
1961

ball of chalk noun a walk. Rhyming slang, sometimes condensed to
a simple ‘ball” Uk, 1936

ball-off noun an act of male masturbation vk, 191

ball off verb (of a male) to masturbate Uk 191

ball of fire noun a dynamic and energetic person us, 19

ball of malt noun a large glass of whiskey ireLAND, 2001

ball of muscle noun 1 a powerfully built, fit and healthy person or
animal AUSTRALIA, 1974. 2 @ person with a great deal of energy NEw
ZEALAND, 1984

ball of wax noun a complete set of facts or situation us, 1953

balloon noun 1 a lieutenant. Coined in Korea us 7951. 2 used as a
humorous synonym of ‘platoon’ us, 1967. 3 a woman’s breast
Usually in the plural us, 19%:2. 4 a condom us, 1%6. 5 a small amount
of heroin, whether or not it is actually in a balloon us 1%7. 6 a
heroin dealer Uk 2002. 7 a foolish, talkative person. Because they are
‘full of hot air’” UK: NORTHERN IRELAND, 19%. 8 a dollar us, 1973. » the
balloon goes up something happens. Used especially in the past
tense in phrases like ‘when did the balloon go up?” and ‘the
balloon went up at 6 o'clock’, often when the event referred to
was some kind of trouble. Military in origin, probably World War 1,
from the raising of an observation balloon just before an attack U,
1924

balloon verb to dramatically and constantly change your shape in
order not to present a predictable target. Military Uk, 1995

balloon car; balloon noun a saloon bar. Rhyming slang Uk 19s0
balloon foot noun a slow driver us, 1933

balloon head noun an empty-headed, dim-witted dolt. Sometimes
contracted to ‘balloon’ us, 1931

balloon juice noun 1 empty talk. A play on the ‘hot air’ typically
found inside balloons us 1900. 2 a sweet, bright coloured fruit-based
drink BARBADOS, 1965

balloon knot noun the anus. Visual imagery Uk 1998
balloon tyres noun dark bags beneath an actor’s eyes Uk 1952

ballpark noun an approximate range uUs, 1957

ballroom noun a singles bar with a reputation for easy sexual
conquests Us, 1985

ballroom blitz noun the breasts. Rhyming slang for TiT(s), formed
from the title of a 1973 song that was successful for The Sweet Uk,
2003

balls noun 1 the testicles. From the shape Uk 1325. 2 courage, daring
UK 1893. 3 strength, substance Uk 19s1. 4 nonsense Uk, 1ss7. » all
balls nonsense. An elaboration of BALLS Uk 1937. » as balls used
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as an intensifier us, 19ss. » balls in a vice at an extreme
disadvantage, overpowered us, 19s7. » balls like a Scoutmaster
great courage or sexual prowess. Based on the image of a Boy
Scout leader as a paedophile new zeaLAND, 1999. B> bust your balls;
break your balls to work to your fullest capability; to try your
hardest us, 1944. » by the twenty-four swinging balls of the
twelve apostles! used as a register of anger and despair Us, 2001.
» don’t get your balls in a knot do not become agitated
AUSTRALIA 1979. > get your balls in an uproar to become unduly
excited. Of military origin canADA 1961, » have someone’s balls
for a necktie to punish someone severely. Generally in a future
tense Uk 1972. » have your balls torn off to be severely
reprimanded Uk, 1977. » lay your balls on the chopping-block
to take responsibility (for an action or opinion) and thereby risk
humiliation or rejection Uk, 2001. » make a balls of to spoil
something, to make a mess of something. From BALLS (nonsense)
UK 1839. » to have someone by the balls to exert complete
control over someone; to have complete power over someone Us,

1918

balls verb to secrete objects in a man’s underpants, nestling
whatever you wish to keep hidden around the testicles (balls) Uk,
1997

balls! used as an all-purpose expletive. A figurative use of
‘balls’="testicles’ Uk 1957

balls-achingly adverb tediously Uk 1972

ballsack noun a skimpy bathing suit for a man us 1997
balls-and-all adjective with complete commitment AUSTRALIA, 2001
balls-ass naked adjective completely naked us 1958

ballsed-up adjective ruined, wrecked, messed up AUSTRALIA, 1985
balls-out adverb at full speed Us 1945

balls-to-the-walls adjective unrestrained, full-out us, 197

balls to you! registers an impatient dismissal of anything specified.
Variants include ‘balls to that’, and ‘balls to X" Uk 1923

balls-up noun a mess, a muddle, a mistake Uk, 1934

balls up verb to make a mistake; to err; to mess something up
AUSTRALIA, 1969

ballsy adjective gutsy, courageous us, 1935

ball team; baseball team noun a group of gambling cheats who
work in casinos us, 1987

ball tearer noun 1 something extraordinary AUSTRALIA, 2 3 violent
person AUSTRALIA, 1973. 3 a difficult, physically demanding task. A
military variation Of BALLBREAKER AUSTRALIA, 1984

ball up verb to ruin something AUSTRALIA, 1982

bally; bally act; ballyhoo noun any method used to draw a crowd;
a small, free performance given outside a place of entertainment
in the hope of drawing customers inside. Circus and carnival
usage us, 1901

bally adjective 1 used as a euphemism for ‘bloody’ Uk 18s5. 2 very
angry. Probably by ellipsis from ‘bally mad’ uk 1997

ballyhoo verb to draw a crowd us, 1965
balm verb to embalm a body s4HAMAS, 1950

Balmain basket weaver noun a trendy, leftist member of the
middle class. Derogatory, after the affluent Sydney suburb of
Balmain AUSTRALIA, 1986

Balmain basket-weaving adjective characteristic of a Balmain
basket weaver AUSTRALIA, 1992

Balmaniac noun a person from the affluent Sydney suburb of
Balmain. Recorded as ‘Balmain footballers” by Baker, 1943
AUSTRALIA, 1969

balmy adjective drunk us, 1850

balmy breeze; breeze noun cheese. Rhyming slang Uk, 191

baloney noun 1 utter nonsense us, 1922. 2 the penis us, 1925. 3 a die

that has been flattened on several edges to favour one surface Us
1974. & electric cable. Electric line industry usage us, 1950

baloney pony noun the penis us 2c02. » ride the baloney pony
to have sex us, 2001

baloobas noun the breasts AUSTRALIA, 1983
balot; ballot noun opium; heroin us 19ss

balsa boy noun a male pornography performer who has trouble
maintaining an erection. One of many WOOD images us, 1995

Balt noun an immigrant of Eastern European extraction; any
European immigrant to Australia during the immediate post-World
War 2 period. Derogatory; common in the 1940-50s when it was
often applied indiscriminately to any European migrant AUSTRALIA,
1963

Balti belt noun any area with a conglomeration of Indian
restaurants; especially Birmingham'’s Sparkhill and Sparkbrook
districts. Named for the area’s preponderance of restaurants and
takeaways offering Indian and Pakistani cuisine. (Balti is a kind of
curry cooked and served in the pot after which it is named) Uk, 2003

Balto nickname Baltimore, Maryland us, 1981

bam noun 1 a pill or capsule of amphetamines. An abbreviation of
‘bambita’ us, 1970. 2 a pill containing both a barbiturate and an
amphetamine 983. 3 a central nervous system depressant Uk,
2003. & a cigarette made with poor quality marijuana us, 1952. 5 a
violent individual uk 2000. 6 a ferale member of the US Marine
Corps. A ‘broad-assed marine’. Gulf war usage us, 1991 I>see:
BAMPOT; BAMSTICK

bama noun a conventional person, profoundly out of touch with
current trends US, 1970

bama chukker noun a poor southern white us, 196
bamalacha rambler noun a marijuana smoker us,
bamalam noun marijuana. Variation of BAMALACHA US,
bambalacha; bamba; bammy noun marijuana us, 1933

bambalacha rancher noun a marijuana user, possibly a grower us,

1959

1973

bam-bam noun the buttocks TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003

bambino noun 1 a child. Italian used by English-speakers with no
knowledge of Italian 174y, 1995. 2 an amphetamine or other central
nervous system stimulant us, 199

bambi-sexual noun a homosexual whose sexual activity is character-
ised by kisses, caresses and emotion. Punning on the gentle deer
Bambi, hero of the novel by Felix Salten and the film by Disney
us, 1985

bamboo noun » in the bamboo neglected, forgotten TriNIDAD AND
TOBAGO, 1987

bamboo manicure noun torture using bamboo splinters forced
under the fingernails. Korean and then Vietnam war usage Us, 1982

bamboo telegraph noun the spreading of gossip or rumours in a
jungle. Vietnam war usage us, 1929

bamboo wedding noun a marriage with Hindu rites Guvana, 1

bamboozle vers to deceive someone, to swindle someone. Arguably
conventional English but with a slangy ring nevertheless Uk 1703

bambs noun central nervous system depressants Uk, 1998

Bambu noun any cigarette rolling papers. The brand name of the
rolling papers favoured by marijuana-smoking Beats of the 1950,
often used in a generic, eponymous sense us, 1977

bamf! 1 in computing, a notional sound during a magical trans-
formation in a multi-user dungeon. Also an acronym produced
from ‘bad-ass motherfucker’ us, 1991. 2 used as Internet shorthand
to mean ‘I am leaving this discussion’. A sound effect from the X-
Men comic books us, 1997

bammer noun 1 weak, low grade marijuana us 1997. 2 Not genuine or
of poor quality. Derives, perhaps, from BUMMER (a disappointing or
depressing event) US, 1993

bammie noun a commerically manufactured cigarette adulterated
with marijuana Uk, 19s3

bampot; bamstick; bam noun a fool; an eccentric; a madman vk,

1911

bamsie noun the buttocks BARBADOS, 1995
bamsie fly noun a pest, a nuisance TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 19%
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bamsie man noun a male homosexual TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 199

ban noun a banana. Greengrocer’s familiar abbreviation, usually in
the plural Uk 1984

banana noun 1 an Asian-American who rejects his Asian heritage
and seeks to blend into the dominant white culture. Like a
banana, the person described is yellow on the outside, white on
the inside us 1970. 2 a Hong Kong Chinese of European or
American parentage or aspirations HONG KONG, 1997. 3 a New
Zealand-born Chinese person NEW ZEALAND, 1998. 4 @ person of
mixed race, with both black and white ancestors uS 1945. 5 a
hospital patient suffering from jaundice us, 19s3. 6 in American
casinos, a £20 chip. From the yellow colour us, 19s5. 7 the penis us,
1976. 8 a parenthesis sign (or ) on a computer keyboard us, 1991.
9 the convex curvature of the bottom of a surfboard us, 1965. 10 a
comic in a burlesque show us 1953. 11 a crazy or foolish person us,
1919. 12 a dollar us, 1970. 13 an Australian £1 note AUSTRALIA, 1953.
» off your banana mentally unstable, crazy ux 199

banana verb in television and film making, to walk in a slight curve
in front of the camera to preserve focus us, 199

banana-balancer noun an officer’s steward or cabin-hand AusTrALIA,
1960

banana belt nickname 1 southeastern Alaska us, 1937. 2 the South
Orkney Islands and South Georgia, warm only in comparison with
the harsh cold of Antarctica. The term has been applied to a rela-
tively less cold area in a cold region since 1898 ANTARCTICA, 1958

bananabender noun a person from Queensland. The Australian
state of Queensland has a large banana industry AUSTRALIA, 1964

banana boy noun a young white man brought up in the Anglo-
Saxon tradition of Natal, later KwaZulu-Natal; hence a sportsman
who is resident in KwaZulu-Natal SOUTH AFRICA, 1956

banana clip noun the curved magazine or clip for a US Army
carbine uUs, 198

banana farm noun an asylum for the insane. Used among Britons
in tropical or semi-tropical countries Uk, 1976

banana hammock noun a brief male bikini us, 1997

banana jockey noun any person who hangs on to the side of a
truck driving a load of bananas to town GRENADA, 1996

Bananaland nickname the state of Queensland. Named after the
banana industry there AUSTRALIA, 1850

Bananalander noun a person from Queensland AUSTRALIA, 1857
banana oil noun nonsense; persuasive talk us, 1924

banana peels noun surplus military tyres that are worn smooth and
hence useless us, 1992

banana race noun a fixed horse race Us 197

bananas adjective madly excited; mad; behaving oddly. Derives from
BANANA OIL (nonsense), which abbreviates as ‘bananas’; ‘to become
mad’ is ‘to go bananas’ us, 1957

banana shot noun in pool, a shot at an object ball near a cushion,
with spin imparted such that the cue ball follows through after
striking the object ball and comes to rest after bouncing off the
cushion us, 1993

banana skin noun a potential if trivial danger that is easily avoided
when not overlooked Uk 1907

bananas on bananas noun too much of something, even a good
something us, 1977

banana split noun 1 amy! nitrite; an ampoule of amyl nitrite. A
reference to the banana-like smell of the drug vapours us, 1%s. 2 a
variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy.
From the logo pressed into the pill; after the cult children’s
television programme The Banana Splits (originally broadcast
1968-70) UK, 2002

banana splits noun diarrhoea. Rhyming slang for THE SHITS Uk 2003
banana tree noun the penis Uk 1972
banana van noun a flatbed railway carriage that sags in the middle

UK, 1966

banana wagon noun a low handcart used for transporting aeroplane
parts us, 1955

banana wing noun in motor racing, an aerodynamic wing shape us,
1908

banana with cheese noun marijuana and freebase cocaine
combined for smoking us, 1979

banano noun marijuana Uk, 2003
band noun in prison, a riot squad uUs, 197

bandaged up adjective in trucking, said of a truck with any
improvised winter front us, 1971

bandage factory noun a hospital s 1941

band-aid noun 1 in trucking, an improvised winter fronting for a
truck us, 1971. 2 a medic. During the Vietnam war, a radio call for a
‘band-aid” was a call for a medic us, 1991

B and B gang noun on the railways, a building and bridge crew us,

1977
band box noun a county jail us, 1992

band chick noun a woman who is attracted to, and makes herself
available to, musicians. An early term for what would come to be
known as a ‘groupie’ Us, 1961

B and D adjective bad and dangerous us, 1993

B and D; B/D noun bondage and domination (or discipline) as sex-
ual activites us, 1974

B and E noun burglary. From the initials for ‘breaking and entering’
US, 195

Band House nickname the Chicago House of Corrections us, 1946

bandicoot noun » as a bandicoot completely as specified;
extremely so AUSTRALIA 1845, B> like a bandicoot on a burnt
ridge lonely and forlorn AUSTRALIA, 1901

bandicoot verp to dig out a subsoil crop, especially potatoes, without
disturbing the plant in situ, usually surreptitiously AUSTRALIA, 18%

band in the box noun pox. Rhyming slang Uk 1971

bandit noun 1 a petty thief, usually preceded by the object of the
crime. Ironic Uk 1977. 2 an obvious homosexual. An abbreviation of
ARSE/ASS BANDIT UK 2007. 3 a hostile aircraft us, 1942. 4 an unsolved
construction problem us, 1961

bandit odds noun betting odds that strongly, if secretly, favour one
betting position us, 1977
bandit territory noun in Metropolitan Police slang, the Home

Counties areas fringing London that are policed by other forces uk
1999

band moll noun a2 woman who makes herself sexually available to
the members of a rock group; a groupie AUSTRALIA, 1969

band of hope; bander noun soap. Rhyming slang, based on the
name of a temperance organisation founded in Leeds in 1847
The truncated variation is recorded in Australia by Sidney J. Baker
in 1943 Uk 1938

B and S noun brandy and soda. A popular drinker’s abbreviation ux

bandwidth noun attention span. A borrowing of a technical term
with a technical meaning (the volume of information that can be
handled within a time unit) for a humorous, broader usage us, 1991

bandy noun a bandicoot AUSTRALIA, 1953
Bandywallop noun an imaginary remote town AUSTRALIA, 1958

bang noun 1 an instance of sexual intercourse UK 1691. 2 pleasure,
enjoyment us, 1929. 3 a person judged on their sexual performance
UK 1937. & a popular schoolgirl Uk, 1971. 5 an injection of a narcotic
us, 1922. 6 the sudden effect of a drug us, 1948. 2 marijuana us, 1993.
8 a swallow of alcohol uk 2001, 9 an attempt. Usually in the form
‘to have a bang (at)’ Uk 194s. 10 an exclamation point (). From the
slang of printers to the slang of computer enthusiasts us, 1931

bang verb 1 t0 have sex Uk 1720. 2 to stimulate a woman's vagina by
introducing and withdrawing a finger in rapid order us, 1971. 3 to
inhale or to inject a drug intraveneously us, 1926. 4 to swallow a
tablet Uk 2001. 5 t0 engage in youth gang criminal activity Us, 19ss.
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6 (of dance music) to have a danceable beat AUSTRALIA, 2001. 7 tO
make a turn us, 199. » bang balls to have a plan backfire
SINGAPORE, 2002. > bang goes that used for suggesting that
something has come to an end New ZEALAND, 199s. B bang heads
to fight us 19s. » bang like a dunny door; bang like a
hammer on a nail to be an exceptional sexual partner. Many
variations, including ‘bang like a rattlesnake’, ‘bang like a shithouse
door in a gale’ and ‘bang like a shithouse rat’ AUSTRALIA, 1963.

» bang the crap out of of a male, to exhaust a sex-partner by
vigorous sexual activity. An intensification of BANG (to have sex) on
the model of ‘beat the crap out of (to thrash) uk 2003

bang aaverb very much, extremely Uk 2000

bangarang; banggarang noun an uproar, a riot JAMAICA, 1943
bang-bang noun the penis saHAMAS, 1952

bang belly noun 1 a Newfoundland boiled pudding made of flour,

molasses, soda and seal-fat or suet CANADA, 1960. 2 the protruding
stomach of a child Jamaica, 1996

bang bottle noun a condom Uk, 1990s

Bang-clap nickname Bangkok, Thailand. During the Vietnam war,
Bangkok was a rest and recreation destination, with plenty of sex
and almost as much venereal disease us, 1991

banged adjective intoxicated on a drug, especially marijuana us 1950

banged up adjective 1 specifically, being locked in a police or prison
cell; generally, imprisoned. The image of a cell door having been
banged shut. Closely following the verb sense which is first
recorded in 1950 UK 19%0. 2 pregnant NEW ZEALAND, 2002

banger noun 1 a sausage. Perhaps from the resemblance to a
bludgeon vk 1919. 2 a firework producing a loud bang Uk, 1959. 3 a
detonator Uk 1966. 4 a near-derelict motor vehicle, usually a car or
van. From the back-firing of a worn-out or poorly-maintained
engine UK 1962. 5 a cylinder in a car engine. Usually prefaced with a
numeral Us, 1970. 6 a fender, especially a front fender us, 1976. 7 a
boxer who relies on brute strength and aggressive tactics us, 196s.
8 in hot rodding and motor racing, a collision us, 1933. 9 a gang
member. Shortened form of GANGBANGER. US, 7935, 10 a heavy metal
music enthusiast who dances with zeal us, 2001. 11 a hypodermic
needle and syringe us, 19s. 12 a Kiss, especially one that is
forcefully delivered uk 1898, 13 in pool, an unskilled if forceful
player us 1990. 14 a billiard ball. Usually in the plural, extended
from the sense as ‘testicle’ Uk, 19s84. 15 in the casino game Keno,
the punch tool used to make holes in tickets showing the
numbers bet on uUs, 1978

bangers noun the testicles Uk, 191

Bangers nickname Bangkok AUSTRALIA, 1955

bangers and mash noun an act of urination. Rhyming slang for
SLASH, formed from one of the great dishes of British cuisine Uk,
2003

bang gotcher noun any film of the Western genre. From children’s
recreation of the cowboy action in such films: firing toy (or

pretend) guns, crying ‘Bang! Got you!” so their play-enemies don’t
miss the point AUSTRALIA, 1953

banging adjective 1 drug-intoxicated ux 2003. 2 wonderful, great,
excellent. Originally recorded by Francis Grose in 1788 and possibly
anticipated two centuries earlier; in the 1990s ‘banging’ enjoyed
the wide popularity of a new coinage. Also variant ‘bangin’ Uk 1997

banging-off noun sexual intercourse. Royal Navy use Uk 1934
Bangla noun a Bangladeshi SINGAPORE, 2002

bang on verb 110 talk lengthily and repetitiously about a particular
topic UK 1959. 2 in computing, to subject a piece of equipment or a
new program to a stress test us, 1991

bang on adverb exactly, correct. Coined by World War 2 Royal Air
Force bomber crews for ‘bang on the target’; adopted into civilian
usage as soon as the war was over Uk 1943

bang on it adjective drunk or drug-intoxicated Uk 2003
bang on the latch noun a last drink after closing time IRELAND, 2003
bang on the money adjective absolutely correct, exact Uk 1994

bang out verb 1 to manufacture or produce something, especially
without care; to distribute something Uk, 2000. 2 to eject from a

fighter plane uk 1991. 3 when freefalling from a plane, to spread
your body into a wide shape UK 1995

bang out of order adjective >see: OUT OF ORDER
bang shift noun a quick, forceful gear shift while racing us, 195

bang-shoot noun any thing, matter or business at issue at the
moment. A playful variation of SHEBANG and SHOOTING MATCH;
usually heard as ‘the whole bang-shoot’ Uk, 1984

bangster noun a needle-using drug addict us,
bang stick noun a firearm Uk 191

bangtail noun 1 one of several inferior kinds of horse; a racehorse.
From the practice of bobbing the horse’s tail us, 1921. 2 a return-
address envelope sent with a bill, containing a product offer on a
detachable portion of the envelope flap us, 1955

bang to rights adjective 1 denoting an absolute certainty that fully
justifies arrest on a criminal charge, as when caught red-handed
Intensifies ‘to rights’ (fairly, legally) Uk, 1904. 2 by extension,
describing a satisfactory state of affairs Uk 192

bang-up noun a period during which a prisoner is locked in a cell.
From the verb Uk 2002

bang up verb 1 to inject a drug Uk 1982, 2 to prepare marijuana as a
cigarette UK 2o00. 3 in prison, to lock someone or be locked into a
cell Uk 1950. 4 to end a poker game US, 1979

bang-up adjective excellent; first-rate IRELAND, 1821

banjax verb to batter, to beat, to destroy someone or something
IRELAND, 1939

banjaxed adjective 1 not in working order. Given fresh impetus in
the UK in the 1970s by popular broadcaster Terry Wogan, possibly
from the phonetic similarity to the then unacceptable BOLLOCKSED
IRELAND, 1939. 2 drunk. Playing on the sense ‘not in working order’,
SMASHED UK, 2002

banjo noun 1 a generously proportioned sandwich or filled roll. In
military use in forms such as an ‘egg banjo’ or a ‘chip banjo’ ux,
1961. 2 in prison, any food that has been acquired by illicit means
UK 1950. 3 @ shovel Uk 1918. & the rear end of a car or truck us, 1971.
5 in rugby, a head-high tackle NEw ZEALAND, 1998

banjo verb 1 to beat someone. From BANJAX (to batter) Uk 1982, 2 t0
murder someone Uk, 1999. 3 to force open a door or window Uk, 1981

banjoed adjective broken down, battered. From BANJO (to beat), ulti-
mately from BANJAX (to destroy) Uk, 1987

banjo player noun a born-and-(in-)bred country-dweller. Probably
inspired by ‘Duelling Banjos’, a musical sequence in the film
Deliverance, 1972, in which the guitar symbolises urban America
and the banjo represents an impoverished rural existence Uk, 2001

bank noun 1 money; wealth us, 1997, 2 a sum of money ready for
immediate use, especially for gambling AUSTRALIA, 1979. 3 a person
who finances a gambling enterprise Us, 1964. 4 a prison cell for
solitary confinement us, 1962. § a toilet us, 1945. » on the bank
subsisting on bank loans AUSTRALIA, 1955. B> take it to the bank;
put it in the bank to be very sure of a fact us, 1977

bank verb 1 to enjoy yourself on an outing on a bank holiday
BARBADOS, 1965. 2 t0 prove someone guilty of a crime us, 1992. 3 to
surround someone to beat them us, 1997

bank bandit noun a barbiturate capsule or other central nervous
system depressant. Possibly from the calming effect that enables
criminals to overcome nerves us, 1992

banked out adjective rich us 200

banker noun 1 a usurer, an illegal lender of money us, 19ss. 2 a
criminal who controls a stock of forged currency notes Uk 196. 3 a
person with a large sum of gambling money AUSTRALIA, 1979. 4 the
operator of an illegal numbers racket or lottery us, 1959. 5 in a
functionally compartmentalised illegal drug operation, the person
who receives payment for drugs bought us, 19s7. 6 a creek, river,
etc, full to overflowing AUSTRALIA, 1848 >see: MERCHANT BANKER

banker’s bit noun a prison sentence of five to ten years. A common
sentence for bankers caught commiting fraud us, 1950

banker’s row noun a line of side-by-side high-yield gold seams
CANADA, 1952
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banker’s set noun in dominoes, the 3-2 piece. So named because
opponents cannot score on it us, 1959

banking noun masturbation. From BARCLAY’S BANK fOr WANK UK, 1953
bank off verb to place a prisoner in a punishment cell us, 1981
bank repairs noun a lack of financing us, 1954

bankroll verb to finance a project. The image of a roll of banknotes
Us, 1928

bank shot noun a delayed fuse shell fired by a tank in such a
manner as to bounce off an object and around a corner to
explode at or near the target. Borrowed from any number of
sports and games. Vietnam war usage Us, 1990

bank teller job noun in horse racing, a bet on the surest of sure
things. So certain is the bettor of winning that he could safely
borrow money from a bank one day, bet it that afternoon, and
pay it back the next day AUSTRALIA, 1989

bank up verb to save money BAHAMAS, 1952
banter noun slang. By extension from its conventional senses Uk 2000

banyan noun a picnic on a beach, when organised from a naval
vessel UK, 1987

banzai noun in drag racing, a complete effort us 195
banzai! used as an expression of joy and excitement s, 1955

bap noun a sophisticated and privileged Black American woman. An
acronym, on the model of JAP (a Jewish-American Princess) Us, 2001

bap verb to shoot someone or something us, 196

baparazzi noun press photographers who specialise in catching their
subjects topless. A play on BAPS (the breasts) and ‘paparazzi’ Uk, 2003

baphead noun a fool. Black and urban youth slang ux. 2001

bappo noun a baptist AUSTRALIA, 1953

baps noun the female breasts. After the small soft bread rolls
AUSTRALIA, 1992

baptism of fire noun an inexperienced soldier’s first combat experi-
ence Us, 199

Baptist bag noun a brown paper bag in which a bottle of beer can
be concealed us, 1992

bar noun 1 a pound. Directly from Romany bar, ultimately Romany
bauro (heavy or big); usually in the phrase ‘half a bar” (until
decimalisation in 1971: ten shillings; post-decimalisation: 50p)
although inflation seems to have had an effect Uk, 1917. 2 one
million dollars us, 1997. 3 a package of heroin us, 197s. 4 a block of
cannabis resin weighing approximately a kilogram us, 197. 5 used
as a name for any variable object Us, 19s3. 6 an erection. Especially
used in the form ‘have a bar’ ux, 19%1. » not stand a bar of;
not have a bar of to detest, deny or reject someone or
something, to be unable to tolerate someone or something
AUSTRALIA, 1933

bar verb 1 (especially in Queensland) to claim something as your
right; to reserve something AUSTRALIA, 1971. 2 tO give somebody a
ride on the bars or your bicycle NEW ZEALAND, 1959

bar adjective a ‘minus’ attached to a grade s, 198

bar preposition in betting, used for indicating the number of horses
excluded from the offered odds uk 1850

bar! used as a call in children’s games, chiefly in Queensland and
New South Wales, to indicate that one is safe from being caught
or tagged AUSTRALIA, 2003

barb noun 1 a barbiturate us, 1965. 2 a college student who is not a
fraternity member. The fraternity system is known as the ‘Greek
society’, and in Greek a ‘barbarian” was any non-Greek us, 1900

Barbara Hutton noun in hold 'em poker, a five and ten as the first
two cards dealt to a player. Hutton (1913-1979) was heiress to the
Woolworth fortune; Woolworth was the foremost five and ten cent
store in America Us, 1981

barbecue noun 1 a selfimmolation. The term enjoyed a brief and
gruesome popularity in the early 1960s us, 193. 2 the burning of a
prisoner locked in a cell us 1992. 3 a napalm bombing us, 196s.
4 radiation treatment. Medical slang us, 1994. 5 a fatal overdose of
narcotics us, 1992. 6 an attractive girl or woman us, 1938

barbecue verb to put someone to death by electrocution us 1990

barbed wire nickname Castlemaine XXXX beer. From the
resemblance of the four X's AUSTRALIA, 1983

barbed wire city noun a military stockade us, 1964

barber noun 1 a thief who operates by stealth. Derives from the
thief’s ability to ‘cut and trim’ AUSTRALIA, 1938. 2 In pool, a close
miss, usually made intentionally to avoid a scratch us, 1993

Barber noun » the Barber the Greymouth wind coming across
and off the Mawhera River NEW ZEALAND, 1998

barber verb 1 to rob hotel rooms AUSTRALIA 1950. 2 tO talk; to gossip.
Derives from a stereotypical barber’s inconsequential but incessant
chatter with a chair-bound customer us, 1938

barber chair noun in logging, the stump left from a poorly cut tree,
which in falling leaves an upright large splinter us, 1941

barber pole noun in casino gambling, a bet comprised of various
coloured chips us, 1980

barber shop noun in trucking, a bridge with a low clearance.
Citizens’ band radio slang us, 1977

barbidex noun a combination of central nervous system stimulants
and depressants Us, 1992

barbie noun 1 a barbecue AUSTRALIA 1976. 2 an outdoor party centred
around food cooked on a barbecue AUSTRALIA, 1981

Barbie; Barbie Doll noun 1 an idealised woman, one who conforms
to the role-model of the blonde-haired, blue-eyed plastic doll. A
generally derisory usage; from Barbie™, a manufactured doll orig-
inally intended for young girls, which has become a cultural
symbol. Also variant ‘Barbie Girl" us, 1976. 2 a barbiturate capsule us,
1979

barbied adjective used of a woman who has become subservient to a
man. From BARBIE DOLL, an idealised concept of womanhood
manufactured and marketed by Mattel Uk, 1996

Barclaycard noun a sawn-off shotgun used to shoot doors off their
hinges. From the credit card’s advertising slogan ‘A Barclaycard
gets you anywhere’ Uk, 1995

Barclay’s Bank; barclay noun of a male, an act of masturbation.
Rhyming slang for WANK (masturbation); probably, according to
most authorities, in use since the 1930s UK, 1950

Barcoo buster noun a westerly gale in mid- or south Queensland.
The Barcoo Shire is one of the most isolated areas in Australia
AUSTRALIA, 1943

Barcoo rot noun a type of scurvy caused by a lack of fresh food
AUSTRALIA, 1870

Barcoo spews noun a gastric disorder characterised by vomiting.
Named after a river in Queensland AUSTRALIA, 1901

bare adverb very, many Uk 2005

bare-ass; bare-assed adjective naked UK 1562

bareback verb 1 to engage in sex without a condom us, 1970. 2 to
surf without a wetsuit us, 1991

bareback adjective in trucking, said of a tractor without a trailer us,
1942
bareback adverb (used of sex) without a condom us, 1960

bareback rider noun a man who has sex without using a condom
Us, 1960

barefoot adjective 1 (0f sex) without a condom us, 1963. 2 (of a car or
truck) lacking one or more tyres us, 1941. 3 (of a citizens’” band
radio) operating without a power booster uUs, 1976. 4 in craps, said of
a bet on the pass line without odds taken us, 1983

barefooted adjective (0f a drink) undiluted us, 1847

barefoot pilgrim noun in the used car business, a naive, trusting,
unsophisticated customer us, 1968

barefoot rice noun plain rice BAHAMAS, 1952

bare metal noun a new computer which is not equipped with even
an operating system us, 1997

bare-pole adjective naked canADA, 1958
bares noun the bare fists us, 1972
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barf noun beef s 199

barf verb 1 to vomit us 1955, 2 in computing, to fail to operate us,
7983. 3 in hot rodding and drag racing, to damage something
completely or partially, leaving parts scattered us, 1993

barfbag noun 1 a bag provided for airsick air passengers, to use for
vomiting us, 1966. 2 by extension, a despicable person us, 1973

barf, beer and a cigar noun a fighter pilot's breakfast us, 1956
barf buddy noun a drinking companion us, 1977

barfic noun an unartistic computer graphic created with keyboard
characters us, 1995

bar-fly noun a too-frequent frequenter of bars and saloons us, 196
barf me out! used for expressing disgust us, 1952

barfola used as a general-purpose, all-round expression of disgust
US, 1985

barf whiff noun the odour of vomit us 7991
barfy adjective unpleasant, disgusting us, 1957
bargain noun a stroke of good luck us, 1990

bargain day noun in a criminal proceeding, the final day before trial
when the prosecuting attorney will accept a lesser guilty plea us,

1992

barge noun 1 any large car. A nautical comparison similar to the
more generic BOAT US, 1968. 2 a large, unwieldy surfboard us, 193. 3 a
large vagina us, 1972

barge verb to come; to go; to leave; to arrive; to move Us, 1929

barge in verb to intrude, to interfere, especially if rudely or clumsily
UK, 1923

barge pole noun a large penis us 197

bar girl noun a female prostitute who works in a bar AUSTRALIA, 195

bargoo noun a mixture of meat and vegetables cooked together in a
boiling kettle canADA, 1986

bargoon adjective cheap; at an unusually low price CANADA, 2002

bar-hop verb to move in a group from one bar to another, stopping
at each for a drink or two us, 1948

bari noun a baritone saxophone us, 1955

baries noun bare feet Uk SCOTLAND, 1985

bark noun 1 the skin ux 1758. 2 money us, 1973. 3 a cough Uk 1937

bark verb 1 to cough vk 1937. 2 10 brag us, 19s. 3 to tell a lie us 1997.
» bark the tires to produce a chirping sound from the tyres on
the road while shifting gears us, 1992

barker noun 1 2 person who stands at the door of a business calling
out to people passing by, trying to lure them into the business Uk,
1699. 2 an unsophisticated master of ceremonies US, 719s. 3 an
antique dealer’s assistant Uk, 2003. & in craps played in a casino, the
stickman. The stickman controls the pace of the game and
engages in steady banter with the players us, 1983. 5 a dog UK 1980.
6 a person with a nasty cough. From the verb BARK UK 1937. 7 @
singer us, 1973. 8 a handgun us, 1874

barkers noun shoes. An extension of the much more commonly
used DOGS (shoes) Us, 1929

barker’s egg noun a piece of dog excrement AUSTRALIA 1985

barkey; barkie; barky noun a sailor. The term appears to derive
from lItalian barca (a boat), perhaps from ‘barque’ Uk 2002

barking adjective raving mad. Derives, in some way, from the
behaviour of a mad, rabid or over-excited dog uk, 198

barking cockroach noun the notional creature blamed when
someone in a crowd farts BERMUDA, 1985

barking dogs noun tired feet us, 1960

barking spider noun the notional creature blamed when someone
in a crowd farts us, 1989

Bar-L noun » the Bar-L HM Prison Barlinnie in the East End of
Glasgow UK: SCOTLAND, 1985

barley noun beer us, 1972

barley! used as a call in children’s games. Perhaps from French
parlez (to parley). Used to indicate that one is safe from being
caught or tagged. Some jocular use by adults Uk 1814

barley mo’ noun a moment. An elaboration of Mo, formed on Barley
Mow, a popular pub name Uk 2005

barley pop noun beer us, 1976
barley water noun beer Us, 1966

Barlinnie drumstick noun a weapon improvised from a length of
lead pipe and a few nails. Barlinnie is a Glasgow prison v
SCOTLAND, 1976

barmpot noun a person who is deranged, crazy or eccentric. A
fusion of BARMY and POTTY, ultimately from barm (a dialect term
for ‘yeast') Uk, 1951

barmy noun 2 mad or eccentric person. Derives from barm, a dialect
term for ‘yeast'. An early source remarks ‘frothing like barm hence,
full of ferment, flighty, empty-headed’. It is probably relevant to
note also the lunatic asylum built in 1828 at Barming Heath, Kent
(now the site of Maidstone Hospital) Uk 2001

barmy adjective mad; eccentric Uk, 151
Barmy Army nickname fans of the England cricket team vk 199

barmy wagon noun an ambulance used for the secure transport of
the insane. From BARMY (@ mad or eccentric person) Uk 1959

barn noun 1 in trucking, a truck garage us, 197. 2 in poker, a hand
consisting of three cards of the same suit and a pair.
Conventionally known as a ‘full house” us, 1988

Barnaby Rudge; barnaby noun a judge. Rhyming slang, formed on
the title of the Dicken’s novel Uk 1960

barnburner noun 1 an exciting idea, event or thing us, 1924. 2 a
member of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. From an
unfortunate miscalculation of force in the 1970s that led to the
burning of a barn where separatists met with American Black
Panthers cANADA, 1979

barnburner wizard noun a high-achieving salesman us, 1974

Barn dance noun the chaotic movement of pedestrians as soon as
traffic signals permit. From the name of Henry Barnes, New York's
traffic commissioner in the 1960s AUSTRALIA, 1984

barndance card noun a debriefing after combat us, 1992

barn disease noun the many woes found in a motorcyle that has
been left idle for several years. Biker (motorcycle) usage us, 2001

barn door noun 1 the fly on a pair of trousers. Used in the
euphemistic warning: “Your barn door is open’ us, 1950. 2 any target
that is too large to miss Uk, 1679. 3 an extremely large halibut.
Alaskan and Canadian usage CANADA, 19s9. 4 in stage lighting, and
the television and film industries, blinders used to focus a studio
lamp. Conventionally known as a ‘variable mask’ us, 1960. 5 a type
of fuel injection system us, 1965

barnet noun the head. From BARNET FAIR (the hair) Uk 1994

barnet fair; barnet noun the hair. Rhyming slang, usually
compressed to ‘barnet’. Barnet Fair, itself, had ceased be a major
event at least 50 years before this slang was coined Uk 1857

barney noun 1 a fight or argument. From British dialect AUSTRALIA,
1858. 2 @ police officer Us, 1976. 3 an unattractive, unpopular young
man us, 19s7. 4 a new Internet user whose interest will soon lapse
us, 1997. 8 in the television and film industries, a noise-reducing
pad placed over a camera uUs, 1977

barney verb 1 t0 argue about something AUSTRALIA, 1942. 2 1O travel in
high style Us, 1949

Barneyano noun speech or writing in a mode of satirical truth,
without avoiding anything CANADA, 2002

Barney moke noun an act of sexual intercourse. Rhyming slang for
POKE; a suggestive contrast with BARNEY (an argument). Sometimes
shortened to ‘Barney’. From an earlier pickpockets” use of the
rhyme for ‘poke’ (a bag or pocket) Uk, 1984

Barney’s brig noun the essence of disorder. The full expression
includes ‘both main tacks over the foreyard’, showing the nautical
origins if not explaining who Barney was us, 1975
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Barney’s bull noun a condition, especially a worthless or negative
state. Originally ‘to be like Barney's bull’ meant ‘extremely fatigued
or distressed’; Partridge noted the range extended as: ‘bitched,
buggered, and bewildered like Barney's bull’; ‘well fucked and far
from home like Barney’s bull’ and ‘all behind like Barney’s bull’. In
2003 a quick search of the Internet revealed: ‘buggered like
Barney's bull’ from the northeast UK; ‘more mixed up than
Barney’s Bull” from western Canada, of Scots-Irish descent; ‘get
into more trouble than Barney’s bull” from Australia; and ‘mad as
Barney’s bull’ uk 1908

barnie noun a big fight or punch-up SOUTH AFRICA

barn money noun in horse racing, money bet by purportedly
informed track insiders us, 1994

barnstorm verb to travel from town to town, performing, competing
Or campaigning us, 1sss

barnyard expression; barnyard language noun profanity us 1%s
barnyard golf noun the game of horseshoe pitching us 1925
barnyard hen noun a prostitute not favoured by her pimp us, 1957

barnyard polka noun the elaborate, careful walk of a person trying
not to step in cow manure CANADA, 1987

bar of chocolate noun praise, especially when given by senior
officers. Royal Navy, usually phrased as ‘get a bar of chocolate’ uk,

1962

bar of soap noun 1 marijuana. Rhyming slang for DOPE; a bar of
cannabis may coincidentally resemble a bar of soap (see: SOAP
BAR), but the usage is simply a convenient rhyme. Rhyming slang
often clips, here giving BAR an alternate etymology us, 1940. 2 in
dominoes, the double blank us, 1959

baron noun in prison, a powerful criminal whose influence is built
on illegal trading in drugs, tobacco, phone cards or money. From
the conventional sense of ‘baron’ (a man of power and influence)
UK 1950. > on the baron free. Royal Navy usage Uk 1962

barossa noun a girl. Rhyming slang for Barossa Pearl (a popular
white wine). AUSTRALIA, 1980

barouche; cabouche noun a car; a taxi Uk 1992
barra noun a barrumundi AUSTRALIA, 1900

barrack verb 1 to ridicule someone; to jeer at someone. Probably
from Northern Ireland dialect sense ‘to brag or boast” AUSTRALIA,
1878. 2 In sport, to cheer for a team); to support a person or team;
hence, to cheer on a person. The usual meaning since 1945
AUSTRALIA, 1890

barracker noun in sport, a person who ‘barracks’ for a team; a
SUPPOTter AUSTRALIA, 1889

barrack-room lawyer; barrack-lawyer noun anyone unqualified
who argues knowledge of rules, regulations or law, especially in a
petty confrontation with authority; hence a generally
argumentative person of the ‘I know better than you'-type.
Originally military Uk, 1943

barracouter noun a Tasmanian AUSTRALIA, 1966

barracuda noun an aggressive, unprincipled person us, 1957

barrel noun 1 a tablet of LSD. Usually in the plural us 1971. 2a
perfect wave breaking us 1991. 3 a cylinder in an car engine us, 194s.
4in pool, a betting unit us 19%0. » have someone over a
barrel to have someone at a disadvantage Us 1939. » in the
barrel in prison, especially in solitary confinement us 199.
» right into your barrel; right up your barrel decidedly your
concern, interest, business AUSTRALIA,

barrel verb 1 to knock someone over; to flatten someone; also, to
beat up someone, to punch someone, to deliver a blow AUSTRALIA,
1969. 2 t0 scold someone. Prison usage NEW ZEALAND, 1999. 3 to hold
someone at bay; to corner someone AUSTRALIA, 1982. & 10 drive at
great speed AUSTRALIA 1977

barrel-ass; barrel verb to move rapidly, generally oblivious to any
obstacles uUs, 1930

barrel-back with barn doors noun a 1946 Ford Monarch. The
‘barn doors’ refer to the car’s wood trim us, 1992

barreled out adjective in pool, depleted of money to bet us, 1950

barrel fever noun delirium tremens suffered by an alcoholic Us, 1949

barrelhouse noun some combination of brothel, bar and rooming
house us, 1883

barrel roll noun the US air campaign conducted over northern Laos
in support of the Royal Lao Government, against the Pathet Lao
and North Vietnamese forces Us, 1991

barrier rogue noun a racehorse that is agitated by the starting bar-
rier AUSTRALIA, 1982

barrier-to-box noun in horse racing, the entire length of the race
AUSTRALIA, 1989

barrio noun a disadvantaged neighbourhood. Liverpool usage;
adopted from conventional ‘barrio’ (a Spanish speaking
neighbourhood in a US city) to give a romantic identity to an
urban locality uk, 2002

barrow noun » on my barrow giving me trouble Uk 1956 [>see:
BORROW PIT

barrow wheel noun a cast-metal spoked wheel Uk 1954

barry noun 1 a youth who drives up and down a Fenland village
street with very loud music blaring from the car’s sound-system
and, apparently, a hoe sticking out of the boot. Local teen slang,
probably originally mocking an actual boy called Barry Uk: ENGLAND,
2004. 2 something shockingly bad AUSTRALIA, 1997

barry adjective good, excellent, wonderful. Edinburgh slang, widely
used in Irvine Welsh, Trainspotting, 1993, but not in the film uk
SCOTLAND, 1993

Barry Crocker noun something shockingly bad. Rhyming slang for
SHOCKER. After Barry Crocker, born 1935, Australian singer and
actor who, amongst other things, starred in the title role of the
Barry McKenzie films of the 1970s, based on the slang-rich
cartoon script by Barry Humphries originally published in Private
Eye in the 1960s AUSTRALIA, 1997

Barry McGuigan; Barry noun a notable defecation. Rhyming slang
for 'big ‘un’, formed from the name of the bantam/featherweight
boxer from Northern Ireland (b.1961) UK 2003

barry up verb to enhance an (old) car in a manner designed to be
noticed. The identity of the Barry honoured with this coinage is
unknown Uk, 2005

Barry White; Barry noun 1 excrement; hence rubbish.
Contemporary rhyming slang for SHITE, based on the name of soul
singer Barry White, 1944-2003 Uk, 2002. 2 a fright. Popney rhyming
slang, based on the name of soul singer Barry White, 1944 -2003
Popney was contrived for www.music365.co.uk, an Internet music
site UK, 2001

Barry White; Barry adjective inferior; shoddy Uk 2003

Barry-Whiter noun an event that lasts all night, especially a drinking
spree or a rave. Rhyming slang for ‘all-nighter’; based on the name
of US singer Barry White, 1944—2003. Remembered by Jonathan
Telfer, Writers News, 2003 UK, 2003

barse-ackwards adjective end-first us, 1975

bar steward noun a bastard. A jocular euphemism; although well
known previously, widely popularised in the late 1990s as an
advertising strapline for Heineken Export lager: ‘From your
smooth-talking bar steward” UK 1961

bar stool noun 1 a vehicle which is never or rarely driven us 1992.
2 used as a euphemism for ‘bastard’. Jocular Uk 1999

bart noun a criminally-inclined youth, especially a youth gang
member Us, 1963

barter verb (among young women in Montreal) to trade sexual
favours for desired gifts cAnADA, 2002

Bart’s nickname St Bartholomew’s Hospital, London vk 1937

Bart Simpson noun 1 a type of LSD identified by an icon of the
cartoon hero. Bart Simpson, an animated character, was created by
Matt Groening in 1987 Uk 19%. 2 a variety of MDMA, the rec-
reational drug best known as ecstasy, identified by the embossed
motif Uk, 2002. 3 heroin UK 2002

bar up verb 1 to get an erection AUSTRALIA 1983. 2 tO become excited
Us, 19%
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bas noun a bastard, generally in its slang sense. Pronounced, and
occasionally written ‘bahss’ or ‘bass’ in accordance with the full
pronuncation of ‘bastard’ Uk 1977

Basco noun a person of Basque extraction CANADA, 1963

base noun 1 freebase cocaine; basic cocaine from which the hydro-
chloride has been removed Us, 19s2. 2 an amphetamine, 2001

base verb 1 to smoke freebase cocaine Us 19s7. 2 to argue US 19%.
3 to verbally attack someone using sarcasm to convey an accurate
if cruel appraisal of them. An abbreviation of ‘debase’ us, 1997

baseball noun 1 homosexual activity. Back formation from the use
of PITCH and CATCH as terms meaning ‘to have the active and
passive roles in homosexual sex’ Us, 1989. 2 a defensive
fragmentation hand grenade that explodes on impact, used in
Vietnam. Shaped and sized like a baseball us 1991. 3 in horse
racing, a bet on one horse in one race and all horses in another
US, 1976. @ crack cocaine UK, 1998

Baseball Annie noun a worman who makes herself available sexually
to professional baseball players us, 1949

baseball bat noun the penis AUSTRALIA, 1999

baseball bum noun in craps, the number nine us 1949
baseballer noun a drug user who smokes freebase cocaine Us, 1992
baseball whiskers noun a sparsely bearded face us 1952

base bludger noun a member of the services who is stationed at
the base. Derogatory AUSTRALIA, 1948

base camp commando; base camp desk jockey noun somebody
with bellicose opinions about the way the war should be
conducted but no intention of leaving their post away from
combat to do it. Vietnam war usage Us, 1985

base crazies noun obsessive searching behaviour experienced by
crack cocaine users us, 1959

base crazy noun a drug user who searches on hands and knees for
cocaine or crack cocaine Uk, 2002

base dealer noun a card cheat who deals from the bottom of a
deck Us, 1993

based out adjective used of a crack or freebase addict who is unable
to control usage UK 2002

base gallery noun a room or building where freebase cocaine users
pay to enter and then buy and smoke freebase cocaine.
An extension of ‘shooting gallery” us, 1992

base head noun a regular smoker of freebase cocaine us, 1956

base house noun a house or apartment where freebase cocaine is
sold. A term and concept that all but vanished with the advent of
crack cocaine in the mid-1980s us, 1992

baseman noun a drug user who smokes freebase cocaine us, 199

basement noun channel one on a citizens’ band radio us 197%. » in
the basement in stud poker, dealt facing down us, 1983

base out verb to idle BELIZE, 199
baser noun a user of freebase cocaine Us, 1959

bases loaded noun in craps, bets placed on every possible combi-
nation us, 1974

base wallah noun a member of the services who is stationed at the
base. Derogatory AUSTRALIA, 1919

base walloper noun a military officer serving at a rear echelon base
NEW ZEALAND, 2002

bash noun 1 an attempt, try, go Uk, 1939. 2 a party Uk 191. 3 a drag
racing event us, 1960s o 70s. 4 a long cycle ride, especially if fast and
arduous. ‘The Brighton Bash’ is from London to Brighton and
back Uk 1961. 5 a route march, as in ‘5-mile-bash’, etc. Military
usage UK, 1984. 6 an act of sexual intercourse Uk, 1979. 7 a Person
judged on their sexual performance AUSTRALIA, 1967. 8 Marijuana.
A possible pun on BANG (marijuana) or misspelling of BUSH
(marijuana) us, 1971. 9 a dent put into a felt hat to make it look
better, especially an Australian Army slouch hat AUSTRALIA, 1954.
» on the bash to be working as a prostitute U 1936

bash verb 1 10 criticise someone or something. Often combined as a
suffix with the object of criticism Uk, 1963. 2 to hit someone UK, 179.

3 while surfing, to slam into a wave us, 1997. 4t0 work as a
prostitute Uk 191. 5 to eat with great fervour us, 1945. 6 to indulge
in heavy drinking AUSTRALIA, 1947. B bash ears to talk on the
telephone. Teen slang us 1957. » bash one out (of a male) to
masturbate Uk 2002. » bash someone’s ear to talk to someone
at length AusTrALIA, 1965. B bash the bishop (of a male) to
masturbate. Based on a perceived resemblance between the erect
penis and a conventional chess piece or, possibly, the helmet and
an episcopal mitre; bishops may also be ‘banged’, ‘battered’,
‘beaten’, ‘buffed’, ‘captured’, flipped’, ‘flogged’ and ‘murdered’;
notwithstanding, the bishop has also inspired punning variants:
‘cardinals’, ‘obsolete jesuits’, ‘pope’, ‘priests’ and ‘one-eyed monk’
Uk 1951. » bash the bottle to drink alcohol to excess AUSTRALIA
1971. » bash the spine to sleep AusTraLIA 1945, B bash wheels
in the usage of youthful model road racers (slot car racers), to race
Us, 1997

basha; basher noun a makeshift temporary shelter. Originally
Assamese for a ‘bamboo hut’; acquired by the military and now in
use among the UK homeless Uk 1961

bash artist noun a person prone to fighting nNEw ZEALAND, 1998
bash down verb to record a song in one take Uk 1953
bashed adjective drunk us, 1952

basher noun 1 in trainspotting, an enthusiast who will travel for as
far as is possible in the train behind a specific locomotive UK 2003.
2 a prize-fighter; a thug uk, 1937. 3 a physical training instructor.
Military Uk 1943. 4 a fast, reckless skier us, 1963. 5 in the television
and film industries, a simple 500 watt flood light us, 1960

bashie noun an impromptu party GRENADA, 199

bashing noun 1 heavy losses. Usually as ‘get a bashing’ or ‘take a
bashing’ Uk 1945. 2 a beating-up; a beating UK 1958

-bashing suffix vigorous compulsory activity. Military, in combination
with an appropriate noun: SPUD-BASHING (potato peeling) and
SQUARE-BASHING (military parade-drill) Uk 1943

bash it up you! go away! stop bothering mel AUSTRALIA, 1953
bashment noun a dance party, a form of reggae music BARBADOS, 199

bash up verb 1 to thrash someone, to beat someone up Uk, 1954. 2 t0
construct something with haste and a lack of care NEW ZEALAND, 1999

bashy adjective excellent, best. Urban youth slang Uk, 2005

basie; basey noun 1 a person living on a military base Us, 1993. 2 an
Antarctica expeditioner. A South African contribution to South Pole
slang ANTARCTICA, 1964

Basil Boli; Basil noun excrement; an act of excretion. Modern
rhyming slang for TOLEY (a turd), based on French footballer Basil
Boli who played for Glasgow Rangers and was not highly regarded
by the fans uk: SCOTLAND, 2002

Basil Brush noun 1 marijuana. From the herb ‘basil’, thus punning
on WEED (marijuana), elaborated as the name of a elevision
puppet; at times shortened to a simple ‘basil’ Uk, 19%. 2 the vaginal
infection Candida albicans, commonly called thrush.
Contemporary rhyming slang, based on a puppet fox with a
distinctive laugh (Boom! Boom!), popular on children’s television
in the 1960s and 70s UK, 2002

Basil Fawlty noun a balti (a type of curried dish). Rhyming slang uk

2003
basinful noun as much as you can tolerate Uk,

basing gallery noun a room, apartment or house where cocaine is
smoked in freebase form us, 1995

basin of gravy; basin noun a baby. Imperfectly formed rhyming
slang Uk, 1961

baskervilles noun a police-informer or someone who has assisted
the police in some other way in the making of an arrest. A play on
DOG, referring to The Hound of the Baskervilles by Arthur Conan
Doyle, 1902 AUSTRALIA, 1973

basket noun 1 a despicable person; used as a euphemism for ‘bastard’
UK 1936. 2 the male genitals as seen through tight trousers us, 1947. 3 a
woman'’s labia us, 1949. 4 an elderly woman. Disrespectful; possibly
deriving from a play on OLD BAG UK, 19s4. 5 in roulette, a bet on zero,
double zero and two. Sometimes expanded to ‘basket bet’ us, 1983
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basket! used for expressing great frustration SINGAPORE, 2002

basketball noun 1 in Vietnam, an aircraft mission to illuminate the
terrain below us, 1991. 2 2 250 mg capsule of Placidy™ (ethchlor-
vynol), a hypnotic drug us, 1992

basket case noun 1 a person who is emotionally debilitated Us 19s2.
2 any dysfunctional organisation or entity Uk 1973

basket days noun days of good weather us, 195
basketful of meat noun a large penis. From BASKET Us, 1941

basket head noun a Vietnamese peasant. Alluding to the straw hats
worn by many us, 1991

basket of snakes noun in a car, an exhaust system with individual
headers that intertwine us, 195

baskets noun the female breasts us 198

basket shopping noun the practice of observing the crotch of a
clothed male to gauge the size of his penis. Also known as ‘basket
watching’ us, 1964

basketweave nickname Highway 407 (the Trans-Canada) across
TOronto CANADA, 2002

basket weaver noun 1 a homosexual male who wears tight trousers,
thus displaying the countour of his genitals Us, 1960s. 2 an advocate
of simple values and an unsophisticated lifestyle. Derogatory
AUSTRALIA, 2003

basking shark noun a Citroen DS or Citroen ID car. Car dealers’
slang; from the shape and appearance Uk 1981

Basra belly noun diarrhoea experienced by travellers in the Middle
East us 1976

bass noun 1 one fifth of a gallon of alcohol us, 1975. 2 a defiant, tough
person. An abbreviation of BAD ASS US, 2002

bassackwards adjective in the wrong order. An intentionally jumbled
ASS BACKWARDS. US quotation expert Fred Shapiro recently found
the term used by Abraham Lincoln in 1865, a substantial
antedating us, 1865

bastard noun 1 a despised or disrespected person; a derogatory
insult or challenging form of address to someone considered
objectionable. Originally, ‘a person born out of wedlock’, the value
of the insult has survived since C16 and ignored the current social
acceptance of illegitimate status Uk 1s9s. 2 a fellow, a man. With
reduction, from partial to almost full, of the negative sense us, 1ss1.
3 used as a term of endearment. Affectionate usage with no
pejorative connotation; whilst by no means exclusive to Australia
in this sense, it is almost the defining Australian cliché; on a par
with ‘G’day’. Recorded in New Zealand: You are a right bastard,
aren’t you?" AUSTRALIA 1ss2. & a thing, especially one causing
problems or distress AUSTRALIA, 1915. » as a bastard used to
intensify a personal quality or condition ux 2002. » happy as a
bastard on Father’s Day extremely unhappy. The idea is that a
bastard does not knows their father and so cannot celebrate on
Father's Day AUsTRALIA 1962. B like a bastard used to intensify a
personal quality or condition AUSTRALIA 1952. » lonely as a
bastard on father’s day extremely lonely AUSTRALIA 1981

bastard adjective bad, unpleasant; used as an intensifier ux 19s2

-bastard- infix used as an intensifier Uk 2000

bastard amber noun a colour of lighting gel for the theatre canaDA
2001

bastard from the bush noun a person from the country who
comes to the city and behaves in an unmannerly way. From a
bawdy ballad so titled, based on the poem ‘The Captain of the
Push’ (1892) by Henry Lawson AUSTRALIA, 1962

bastardisation noun debasing and cruel initiation rights; hazing
AUSTRALIA, 1964

bastardise verb t0 create a single motor vehicle from two others,
especially with criminal intent Uk 199

bastardry noun despicable behaviour; cruel punishment AUSTRALIA
1945

bastardy adjective used as an intensifier. Elaboration of BASTARD UK,
2000

bastartin adjective used as an intensifier. Glasgow slang, probably
formed on BASTARD UK: SCOTLAND, 1988

basted adjective drunk us, 1928

Bastille noun 1 the local police station AUSTRALIA 195. 2 HMP
Strangeways during the prison riot of April 1990. Earlier, general-
ised sense as ‘a prison’ has given way to this specific, often
nostalgic use Uk, 19%

basuco; bazuko noun coca paste, the basic ingredient in the
manufacturing process of cocaine; hence, cocaine us, 1984

bat noun 1 a foolish or eccentric person us 1s94. 2 an ugly woman us,
1972. 3 an extended period of drunkenness CANADA, 1977. 4 a drinking
binge s, 1s46. 5 a fat marijuana cigarette. Pun on ‘baseball bat’ as
STICK US, 1975. 6 a shoe; a slipper. Variant spellings are ‘batt” and
‘bate’” Uk 1992. 7 male mastubation AUSTRALIA, 1985. 8 in horse racing,
the whip used by the jockey us j951. B at bat said of an
appearance before a judge, magistrate or parole board us, 197.
» like a bat out of hell at great speed us 1909, » off the bat
immediately, swiftly. From the speed that a ball moves when
struck by a bat us 1907, » off your own bat without assistance,
independently. Usage inspired by cricket Uk, 1245. » on the bat to
be working as a prostitute. Extended from an obsolete use of ‘bat’
(a prostitute) Uk, 1984

bat verb to dance on a stage. Also spelled ‘batt’ or ‘bate” Uk 2002.
» bat on a sticky wicket 1 to contend with great difficulties.
From the game of cricket; the ball bounces unpredictably on a
pitch that is drying out uk 1952. 2 to have sex with a woman who
has recently had sex with another man or other men AUSTRALIA,
1985. » bat the breeze to talk, chat or gossip us 1941

bat and balls noun the male genitals with the penis erect Uk, 2003

bat and wicket noun a ticket. Rhyming slang, sometimes shortened
to ‘bat’ Uk, 1931

bat away verb in a carnival, to operate swindles aggressively and
without fear of arrest. A term borrowed from the game of baseball
Us, 1985

bat-bat noun the buttocks ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA, 199

batch noun an ejaculation’s worth of semen us, 1973

batch; bach verb to live as a bachelor us, 1852

batcher noun someone who lives alone. From earlier ‘bach’, ‘batch’
(to live alone); ultimately from ‘bachelor’ AUSTRALIA, 1943

batch kick noun in the usage of pickpockets, the hip pocket us, 1949

Bates; John Bates; Mr Bates noun a gullible victim of a swindle
Us, 1908

bath noun 1 a heavy loss in a business or betting proposition Us 193.
2 in television and film making, any of the chemical mixtures
used to develop film us 19s7. » be in anything except a bath
to not wash oneself very often; to have poor personal hygiene
AUSTRALIA, 1932

bath dodger noun an English person. In Australian folklore the
English are noted as stinting on personal hygiene AUSTRALIA, 1987

bathers noun a swimming suit AUSTRALIA, 1930

bat house noun 1 a brothel. A combination of CATHOUSE (a brothel)
and ON THE BAT (to be working as a prostitute) AUSTRALIA, 1941. 2 @
mental hospital us, 192

bathroom locks noun long, combed, styled, braided dreadlocks
JAMAICA, 1979

baths noun Turkish baths where the main attraction is sex between
homosexual men us, 1963

bathtub noun 1 a sedan convertible with two cross seats
Conventionally known as a ‘touring car’ us, 1954. 2 2 motorcyle
sidecar uUs, 1960

bathtub curve noun in computing, used as a description of a
notional graph of the predicted failure rate of a piece of electronic
equipment. Evoking a cross-section of a bathtub as the graph -
briefly high, long low, high again at the end us, 1991

bathtub gin noun homemade alcohol, perhaps approximating gin
US, 1974

bathtub speed noun methcathinone us 1993
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bati-man noun a homosexual JAMAICA, 1955

Batman noun 1 a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best known
as ecstasy, identified by the embossed Batman motif Uk, 2002. 2 a
variety of LSD identified by the printed bat-logo Uk, 19%. 3 cocaine
UK, 2002. & heroin Uk, 2002

bat out verb on the railways, to switch cars quickly and expertly us

bat pad noun in cricket, a fielder positioned close to the facing bat
AUSTRALIA, 1989

batphone noun a police radio; the police personal radio system.
Inspired by comic book crimefighter Batman’s utility belt uk 1977

bats noun a deck-landing officer on an aircraft-carrier. From the
signalling ‘bats’ the officer carries ux 1952. » have bats in the
belfry to be mad or eccentric U, 1911

bats adjective crazy; very eccentric; mad, to any degree. From the
phrase HAVE BATS IN THE BELFRY UK, 7917

batsh noun in caving and pot-holing, bat excreta. A shortening of
‘bat shit” Uk, 2004

batshit adjective crazy, out of control, angry us, 1970

batten verb (of a man) to live off the earnings of a prostitute. In the
structure ‘batten on someone’ AUSTRALIA, 1964

batter noun a board used to cover a window before a hurricane or
Storm BAHAMAS, 1952. B on the batter 1 engaging in a self-
indulgent variety of drinks, drugs and other recreational excesses
UK 1839. 2 0N the run from the police Uk 1984. 3 to be working as a
prostitute. Variation of ON THE BAT UK, 1890

batter verb to beg on the street us 1950
battered adjective drunk. From an earlier sense as ‘debauched’ Uk

2002

battery noun a concealed device for giving an electric shock to a
horse in a race AUSTRALIA 1935. » get your battery charged to
have sex us, 1935

battery verb to knock; to hit; to knock down. From Italian battere Uk,
2002

battery acid noun 1 coffee. Originally military usage us, 1941.
2 grapefruit juice or sour lemonade s, 1945. 3 LSD. An elaboration
of ACID (LSD) Uk, 1998

battery girl noun a prostitute who is subject to a controlling supply
of drugs, etc, and consequently is managed and kept in a similar
way to a battery hen uk, 1968

batting and bowling noun bisexual sexual activity Uk 198+

battle noun 1 in a betting operation, the eternal plus-and-minus
relationship between bettors and the betting operation AUSTRALIA,
1989. 2 an unattractive woman us, 194s. » on the battle working
as a prostitute AUSTRALIA, 1944

battle verb 1 to breakdance competitively with the object of
demonstrating the most individual style. Conventional ‘battle’ (a
violent struggle) adopted for this non-violent clash us, 1999. 2 to
compete in a public demonstration of DJ skills or to establish a
sound-system’s superiority; to compete in rap performance; to
compete in graffiti skills us 2000. 3 to attack someone verbally us,
1993. & 10 struggle for a living; to work hard despite troubles and
exhibit courage in doing so AUSTRALIA, 1895. § t0 have sex; to impreg-
nate someone NEW ZEALAND, 1993. 6 1O WOTk as a prostitute AUSTRALIA,
1898. 7 1O attempt to make a living at the racecourse, either by
running or gambling on horses AUSTRALIA, 1s95. B battle the iron
men in horse racing, to bet using pari-mutuel machines us, 1951

battleaxe; battleax noun an old or elderly woman who is variously
characterised as resentful, vociferous, thoroughly unpleasant,
usually arrogant and no beauty us, 189

battle cruiser; battle noun 1 a public house. Rhyming slang for
BOOZER, sometimes expanded to ‘battle and cruiser’ Uk 190. 2 an
aggressive, ‘mannish’ lesbian us, 19s2. 3 a formidable older woman
As with BATTLESHIP this seems to play on OLD BAT, but possibly with
a rhyming slang influence: ‘battle-cruiser’ from BRUISER (a rugged
physical specimen) Uk, 1984

Battle of Hastings adjective history, in the past. The one historical
date that most of the UK remembers Uk 2002

battle of the bulge noun an effort to lose weight us 7956

battler noun 1 a person who struggles to make a living; a person
who ‘Dattles” AUSTRALIA, 18%. 2 @ gambler who tries to make a living
by gambling; a habitual punter who is always struggling; also, a
struggling horse owner-trainer AUSTRALIA, 1895. 3 a prostitute,
especially a sel-managed prostitute AUSTRALIA 1893. 4 in horse
racing, someone who is just barely making a living from the sport
or from betting on the sport AUSTRALIA, 1989

battle scar noun a bruise on the skin caused by sucking. Hawaiian
youth usage us, 1982

battleship noun 1 a powerful and domineering woman. An
extension of OLD BAT, playing on the physical similarities between
an ironclad and a formidable woman us, 1931. 2 a railway coal
tender us, 1946

battle wagon noun 1 a battleship. Royal Navy origins, then Royal Air
Force UK, 1943. 2 an expensive car. Army usage UK, 1943

battle weapon noun a specially produced vinyl recording of hip-hop
samples, used to ‘scratch’ (manipulate the sounds into an overall
soundscape) and to ‘battle’ (compete with other another DJ). DJ
and hip-hop use us, 2002

battling adjective struggling to eke out a living; going through hard
times AUSTRALIA, 1895

batty noun 1 homosexuality. Reduced from BATTY BOY (a homosex-
ual); ultimately ‘batty’ (a bottom) is West Indian, hence UK black
UK 2000. 2 the buttocks. Also variant ‘bati’ JAMAICA, 1935

batty adjective eccentric, odd, insane us, 1903

batty boy; batty bwai; batty bwoy noun a homosexual.
Combines BATTY (the buttocks) with ‘a youth’; from West Indies
into wider UK usage popularised in the 1990s by comedian Ali G
(Sacha Baron-Cohen) Uk 1992

battyfang verb to hit, beat, bite or maul someone. From earlier con-
ventional ‘batterfang’ (to batter) Uk 1909

batty hole noun 1 the anus saHAamAS 1982, 2 a despised person. By
extension from BATTY HOLE (the anus) UK 2006

batty man noun a male homosexual ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA, 1977

batty rider(s) noun a very short and skimpy skirt or fashion shorts
worn to expose as much as they conceal. From BATTY (the
buttocks) JAMAICA, 1994

batty wash noun the act of licking an anus with the tongue. West
Indies origins Uk, 2000
batwank noun nonsense vk, 1997

batwings noun in the language of parachuting, surfaces applied to
the arms and body to slow the rate of descent us, 1973

baw noun a ball. A Glasgow word, spelt as the local pronunciation uk
SCOTLAND, 19%

bawbag noun a despicable man. A Glasgow variation of BALLBAG (the
scrotum), by analogy with SCROAT (a despicable man) Uk: SCOTLAND,
2002

bawdy basket noun a woman with a sexually transmitted infection
us, 1973

baw hair noun a pubic hair used as the narrowest possible measure-
ment. Derives from BAWS (the testicles) Uk: SCOTLAND, 1988

bawl verb to speak with enthusiasm, especially if complaining
GRENADA, 1977

bawl out; ball out vers to reprimand someone us, 1599

baws noun the testicles. Glasgow slang, extended from saw (a ball)
UK: SCOTLAND, 1988

bay noun » over the bay drunk us 17s7. » the bay Long Bay
Gaol, Sydney AUSTRALIA, 1942

bay and a gray noun in poker, a bet involving a red chip (the bay)
and a white chip (the gray) us, 1951

bayonet noun a hypodermic needle us 19s5. » take the bayonet

course to participate in bismuth subcarbonate and
neoarsphenamine therapy for syphilis us, 1981

bayonet drill noun sexual intercourse us, 194
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Bay State noun any standard medical syringe. Drug addict usage uUs,
1973
Bay Street barber noun a greedy investment broker who skims

large amounts off every transaction as a management fee CANADA,
2002

Bay Street boys noun the class of politically powerful white Nassau
merchants BAHAMAS, 1982

bay window noun a protruding stomach us, 1ss9

baywop noun an outport Newfoundlander. ‘Wop' in this use is a
Newfoundland pronunciation of ‘wasp’ CANADA, 1979

bazillion noun a mythical very large number us, 2001

bazongas; bazoongas; bazonkas noun the female breasts
Probably a variation of BAZOOKAS UsS, 1972

bazoo noun 1 the mouth us, 1g77. 2 an old car, usually treasured
regardless of its condition. French-Canadian, adapted by English-
speakers CANADA, 1992

bazooka noun 1 the penis. The penis as a weapon imagery, here
based on the ‘bazooker’ anti-tank rocket launcher; sometimes
embellished to ‘bazooka shooter’ us, 19s4. 2 a high-powered car us,
1959, 3 an extra-large, potent marijuana cigarette laced with
cocaine. Either from the similarity in physical shape and figurative
power to the type of artillery shell used by a bazooka anti-tank
weapon, or form (Colombian Spanish) bazuco, a cocaine derivative
made from coca paste US, 1954. 4 cocaine; crack cocaine. The
metaphor of a portable rocket-launcher, possibly a variation of
BASUCO UK, 2003. 5 in television and film making, a light support
used on a catwalk us 1990

bazooka’d adjective drunk Ux: SCOTLAND, 1988

bazookas noun the female breasts. Perhaps from the shape of the
shell fired by a bazooka anti-tank weapon, probably influenced by
conventional ‘bosom’ Uk, 193

bazoomas; bazoombas noun the female breasts. An elaboration of
BAZOOMS that echoes the shape of BAZOOKAS UK, 1954

bazooms noun the female breasts. Originally a corruption of ‘bosom’
with the same sense, then evolved to mean ‘breasts’ us 1936

bazooties noun the female breasts us 1997
bazoo wagon noun a brakevan (caboose) Us, 1977

bazuca noun the residue of smoked freebase cocaine, itself mixed
with tobacco and smoked Us, 1984

bazulco noun cocaine ux 2002
bazz noun pubic hair IrRELAND, 1999

bazza noun a stereotypically uncultured and uneducated urban
youth. An informal variant of the name Barry Uk, 2005

Bazza; Bazzer noun used as a common nickname for people
named Barry AUSTRALIA, 1971

Bazzaland nickname Australia. A tribute to the cultural influence of
Barry (Bazza) McKenzie, a cartoon character created by Barry
Humphries (b.1934) AUSTRALIA, 1973

bazzer noun 1 an exciting event or situation Uk 19s3. 2 a haircut
IRELAND, 1983

bazz-off noun a respite from doing something IRELAND, 1960

BB noun 1 in baseball, a fastball. A pitch thrown so fast that it seems
as small as a BB pellet to the batter us, 1970. 2 any smart person,
especially a professor. An abbreviation of ‘big brains’ us, 1947. 3 a
male homosexual. An abbreviation of BUM BOY UK, 1961

BB adjective in sports betting, said of consecutive wagers. An
initialising of ‘back-to-back’ us, 1973

BBA noun 2 woman with large buttocks. An abbreviation of ‘broads
with big asses’ uUs, 1968

BBC noun British born Chinese UK 1998

BBFN used as shorthand in Internet discussion groups and text
messages to mean ‘bye-bye for now’ us, 2002

BBL used in computer message shorthand to mean ‘be back /ater’
us, 1991

B board noun an electronic newsgroup. A contraction of ‘bulletin
board’ us, 1991

B bomb noun an amphetamine inhaler. Withdrawn from the market
by Smith Kline & French in 1949 after widespread abuse. A wad of
Benzedrine-soaked cotton found in an asthma inhaler would be
removed, immersed in a drink until drug and drink form a single
intoxicating solution, reputedly 100 times stronger than a single
Benzedrine tablet u:

B-boy noun 1 a breakdancer; later, anyone involved in hip-hop
culture us 1981, 2 a streetwise young black man. By extension from
the previous sense us, 1981. 3 a buddy, a brother; used as a form of
address. The initialism ‘b” muddled with ‘B-boy’ (a young
streetwise black male) us, 1992

BBW noun a fat woman. An abbreviation of 'big, beautiful woman’; a
fetish with a large male following us 1988

BC noun contraception; birth control us, 1985

B cat noun an ostentatiously homosexual male prisoner. From the
official categorisation by California prison authorities us, 1989

BC bud noun high grade marijuana from British Columbia cAnADA,

2003

BCD noun military eyeglasses. Because they are so unattractive, they
are deemed ‘birth control devices’. Also variant BCG (birth control
goggles) us, 1991

BC Kush noun a local variety of marijuana in British Columbia
CANADA, 2002

BC Lounge noun a Burger Chef fast-food franchise restaurant us, 1979

BCNU used in computer message shorthand to mean ‘be seeing
you' us, 1991

BD noun a syringe. An allusion to Becton-Dickison, a medical
supplies manufacturer us, 1982

BDF noun a big, strong, dumb brute. New York police slang; an
abbreviation of ‘big dumb fuck’ us, 1997

B dog noun used as a term of address between members of the
Bloods gang us, 1993

BDSM; SM noun bondage, domination, sadism and masochism or
sado-masochism, unified as a sexual subculture us,

969

be verb are. Generally dialect but recorded here as an urban black
use Uk 2003. » be in it to take part in something AUSTRALIA, 1925.
» be on to watch something; to observe something AUSTRALIA, 1960

beach noun in prison, a shower room us, 1992. » on the beach 1in
a fishing community, where people who do not fish are. Though
cynical, this division of maritime humans describes the division in
most fishing villages in Nova Scotia: people are divided between
those who go fishing and those who work at fish plants, are
housewives or farmers CANADA, 1975. 2 out of work Us, 1559, B the
beach Saudi Arabia. Gulf war usage us, 1991

Beach noun » the Beach Miami Beach, Florida us, 1993

beach verb 1 to kick a ball very high 8ArR5ADOS, 1965. 2 in trucking, to
bring a truck to a stop in a parking place us, ¢

beach-bash verb to lie on the sand, especially when exercised in
romantic manoeuvres. Jocular variation on SQUARE-BASHING
(military drill) AUSTRALIA, 1953

beach bomber noun a bicycle modified for riding on the sand us,
1991

beach boy noun 1 a young male who spends a great deal of time at

the beach us, 1965. 2 a handsome, young black man who takes
white female tourists as lovers BARBADOS, 199

beach bum noun someone whose devotion to spending a lifetime at
the beach has left them destitute and an outcast Us, 195

beach bunny noun a young female who spends a great deal of time
at the beach, surfing or associating with surfers us, 193

beach chick noun a young woman living a Bohemian lifestyle near
the beach in the 1950s. Peter Tamony described the term as
follows: ‘Originally applied to girls who lived at Stinson Beach
[north of San Francisco] who were bisexual. By those unfamiliar
with its background, and both ways implication, it has been
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extended to any girl who associated with the so-called Beat
Generation inhabitants of North Beach in San Francisco’ us, 1958

beached whale noun an obese hospital patient us, 1994

beach head noun a person who spends a great deal of time at the
beach us, 1991

beach pig noun a police officer assigned to a beach patrol us, 1991

beach rat noun a person who spends a great deal of time at the
beach us, 1990

bead counter noun a Roman Catholic; a worshipper in any religion
that uses strung beads (the rosary, ‘worry beads’, the Nenju, the
mala etc) within its practice Uk, 1809

bead jiggler noun a Roman Catholic. After rosary beads us, 196

bead rattler noun a Roman Catholic. After rosary beads Uk 2000

beady noun the eye. From the conventional cliché, ‘beady eye’ us,

1978
beagle noun 1 a sausage Us 1927. 2 a racehorse Us, 1923

be a good bunny used as a farewell. A catchphrase television sign-
off on The Wendy Barrie Show (1949-1950), a celebrity-based
programme. Repeated with referential humour us, 1949

beak noun 1 the nose Uk 1715. 2 cocaine. From the previous sense; a
reference to the manner in which the drug is taken ux 2001. 3 in
horse racing, a bet that a horse will win. Extended from the sense
as a ‘nose’, suggesting that the horse will win by ‘a nose’ Us, 1951.
4 a magistrate. Widely used by those who have occasion to be ‘up
before the beak’ Uk 1749. 5 a schoolteacher. A dated usage that has
survived thanks to Billy Bunter and other schoolboy literature uk,

beak baby noun a cocaine-user, especially female. An alliterative
extension of BEAK (cocaine) Uk, 2001

beaked adjective cocaine-intoxicated. From BEAK (cocaine) Uk 2002

beaker noun a scientist. Presumably after the character Beaker on
the television programme The Muppets. Dr. Beaker was also the
name of a character in the cult-favourite show Supercar (1961 -
1962), but the slang term was more likely derived from the later
popular children’s show. ANTARCTICA, 1990

beakerdom noun the world of science and scientists. Extends from
BEAKER (a scientist) ANTARCTICA, 199

beak lunch noun cocaine used around the middle of the day Uk 2002

beak up verb to use cocaine. From BEAK (the nose) Us, 1991

be-all and end-all noun the most important thing uk 854

beam noun 1 the backside, rump AUSTRALIA, 1945. 2 & good person us,
1945. 3 cocaine UK 2003. » off the beam incorrect us, 1945. » on
the beam 1 good; to the point; balanced us 1941, 2 intoxicated on

marijuana. Later to take on a far greater place in the lexicon of
crack cocaine Us, 1970

’Beam noun a Sunbeam motorcycle (in production from 1912-57)
UK, 1979

beam verb 1 in computing, to transfer a file electronically. From the
terminology of the original Star Trek television series US, 1991.
2 (used of a female) to experience erect nipples. Related to
describing such a female as having her HIGH BEAMS 0N US, 2003

beamer noun 1 a smile. From conventional ‘beam’ (to smile broadly)
UK 2001. 2 @ deep blush uk: SCOTLAND, 1985. 3 in cricket, a fast ball
that is bowled at the batsman’s head Uk 19%7. 4 a crack cocaine
user. From BEAM UP (TO SCOTTY) (to smoke crack cocaine) us, 1992

beamers; beemers noun crack cocaine. After BEAMER (a crake
cocaine user) Us, 1958

beam me up, Scotty used for a humorous suggestion that one
would be better off somewhere else due to the lack of intelligent
life here. From the short-lived Star Trek television series
(1966-1969) which has enjoyed an eternal after-life us, 1985

beams noun the eyes Uk 2002

beam up to Scotty; beam up; beam verb to smoke crack cocaine
and become cocaine-intoxicated. From the pop phrase ‘Beam me
up, Scotty’ used repeatedly on the first generation of Star Trek
television programmes from 1966 to 69 Us, 1986

beamy adjective wide. Originally ‘broad in the beam’, then shortened
and applied to a ship’s width, and then by extension to other
objects and to people, especially those wide in the seat us, 191

bean noun 1 anything at all; very little us, 1833. 2 a dollar us, 1902. 3 a
coin UK 1799. & in American casinos, a $1 betting chip us 19%7. 5 a
man, a fellow, especially as a form of address. Often embellished
to ‘old bean” Uk 1917. 6 a Mexican, Mexican-American or Latin
American us, 1949. 7 a capsule or tablet of Benzedrine™ (amphe-
tamine sulphate), a central nervous system stimulant us, 1967. 8 a
capsule of a central nervous system depressant Uk, 2003. 9 a capsule
of MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy Us, 2000.

10 the head Us, 1905. 11 the hymen us, 1950. 12 the penis us, 1967.
13 the clitoris Uk, 2001

Bean nickname Coleran Hawkins, jazz tenor saxophonist (1901-69).
A signature tune of the Coleman Hawkins Orchestra was his 1940
composition ‘Bouncing With Bean’ us, 1940

bean verb to hit someone on the head us 1910
bean book noun a worker’'s book of meal coupons us, 1954
bean-choker noun a Mexican or Mexican-American us, 1950

bean chute; bean slot noun the opening in a solid prison cell door
through which food is passed to the prisoner within us 199

bean-counter noun an accountant us 1975

bean-eater noun 1 2 Mexican, Mexican-American or Latin-American
Us, 1919. 2 an Argentinian Uk, 1982

beaned up adjective under the influence of Benzedrine™ (amphe-
tamine sulphate), a central nervous system stimulant us, 1971

beaner noun 1 a Mexican or Mexican-American. Derogatory, from
the association of beans with the Mexican diet us, 1965. 2 in the
universe created by the Firesign Theatre (and accepted by the late
1960s popular culture), one of the five lifestyles of man, character-
ised by an obsession with colour televisions and rubbish piled up
outside homes. Described in Firesign Theater’s ‘Big Book of Plays’
Us, 199

beanery noun a low-cost, low-quality restaurant us, 1ss7

bean feast noun any form of festive occasion or jollification.
Originally an annual feast given by employers Uk, 1805

bean-flicker noun a lesbian. A reference to clitoral stimulation ux,
2002

bean head noun an amphetamine addict us 1992
bean house bull noun gossip or tall tales told at a truck stop us, 1976

beanie noun 1 in Vietnam, a member of the US Special Forces. A
shortened form of ‘Green Beanies’, itself word play based on
‘Green Berets’ us, 1991. 2 a police nightstick us, 1952. 3 breaking and
entering. A pronunciation of the common B AND E CANADA, 2000.

4 an attractive girl. Perhaps as an allusion to Beanie Babies™ dolls
UK 2004

beanie light noun a flashing, rotating light on an emergency vehicle
US, 1969

beanies noun tablets of any prescription drug taken recreationally,
especially when the appearance resembles a kind of bean vk, 1999

beanies and weenies noun c-rations of hot dogs with beans.
Vietnam war usage Us, 199

bean juice noun tomato sauce that canned baked beans are
preserved in, and served with Uk 1999

beanmobile noun a car embellished with bright colours, chrome
and other accessories associated with Mexican-American car
enthusiasts us, 1981

beano noun 1 a Mexican, Mexican-American or Latin American us,
1978. 2 a meal; a feast Uk 1914

bean oil noun in motor racing, Castrol R™ oil. Castrol R™ is made
from castor bean oil us, 1992

bean patch nickname during the Korean war, an assembly area on
the northern outskirts of Masan, a seaport about 40 miles west of
Pusan us, 1982

beanpole noun a tall, thin person us 1837
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bean queen noun a homosexual who prefers Latin Americans as sex-
ual partners but is not Latin American themselves US, 19ss

bean rag noun a red flag raised on a ship during mealtime us, 1960

beans noun 1 sexual satisfaction. The metaphor is of a meal that
‘fills you up’ Uk, 1997. 2 a meal. Coined in World War 2, still popular
in Vietnam us, 1942. 3 the lunch break during a working day us, 1946.
4 crack cocaine UK 2003. 5 horsepower Us, 1965. 6 a small amount of
money; Money UK, 1893

beans and baby dicks noun in the Vietnam war, beans and hot
dogs Us, 1991

beans and motherfuckers noun in the Vietnam war, lima beans
and ham, one of the least popular c-rations us, 199

bean sheet noun on the railways, a time card or time sheet us, 1977

bean-stealer noun in the Royal Air Force, a married man who lives
in the mess Uk, 1984

bean store noun a roadside restaurant or motorway truck stop
restaurant us, 1976

bean time noun time for a meal Us, 1984

Beantown; Bean Town nickname Boston, Massachusetts. Because
Boston is known for its baked beans us, 1901

bean up verb to take amphetamines us, 197
bean wagon noun a no-frills lunch counter us, 190

beany noun a green polyster baseball cap issued to US soldiers since
1962, known officially as the Army Utility Cap uUs, 199

bear noun 1 in the US, a motorway patrol officer or state trooper; a
police officer in the UK. Shortened from SMOKEY THE BEAR US, 1975.
22 hairy and stocky man, of a type beloved by some homosexuals
Us, 1994. 3 a boisterous, rowdy or aggressive young man, especially
in the context of heavy drinking Uk: SCOTLAND, 1985. 4 a building-site
or oil-rig worker UK: SCOTLAND, 1996. 5 an unattractive woman us, 19s2.
6 a cautious and conservative poker player us, 19ss. 7 a difficult task
or situation uUs, 1%6

Bear nickname US General H. Norman Schwarzkopf (b.1934),
commander of the US forces during the Gulf war us, 1991

bear cage noun a police station. A logical extension of BEAR (the
police) us, 1976
bear cat noun on the railways, a demanding and disliked foreman

us, 1977

beard noun 1 a person used to mask the identity of the actual
controlling agent; a person who escorts another to a social
function in order to mask the identity of one or the other’s lover
or sexual orientation. Originally from gambling, referring to a front
for betting us, 1956. 2 in gambling, a person who bets for someone
else, especially for a cheat us, 1952. 3 a broker who buys up stock
quietly and secretly for bidders in a corporate takeover who hope
to disguise their intentions us, 19ss. 4 an intellectual or academic.
Unkind if not derisive us, 127. 5 a male member of an Orthodox
Jewish group us, 1957. 6 an ‘older’ surfer. In the youth culture of
surfing, ‘old” is a relative term us, 1991

beard verb to serve as a beard for someone us 1971
bearded clam noun the vulva. Combines FisH with visual imagery

US, 1965
bearded lady noun the vulva us 197

beardie; beardy noun 1 an act of rubbing a stubbly face against a
SmMooth one Uk 1985. 2 a bearded person Uk, 1941

beardie-weirdie noun a bearded person. Disparaging Uk SCOTLAND,
2001

beard jammer noun the manager of a brothel us, 192
beard man noun a Rastafarian JAMAICA 1952
beardsman noun a Rastafarian with shaved or trimmed hair JAmAICA,

1985

beard-stroking noun serious consideration of something, deep
thought Uk 2003

beard-stroking adjective intellectual or boring or both uk 2003

bear grease noun in electric line work, any gel used as an electric
contact aid us, 1980

bearings noun the stomach. Suggested derivations all seem based
on the body as a machine. However, it is possible that this is from
a sense of disorientation after vomiting, thus confusing the losing
of the contents of your stomach with a loss of bearings AUSTRALIA,
1943. » t00 many bearings on it a situation too complicated to
explain. This phrase uses a nautical term for location-finding,
‘bearings’ (i.e. from a compass), metaphorically CANADA, 1999

bearing up used in response to a personal enquiry such as ‘how
are you?’ or ‘how’s things?’" Uk 1984

bear insurance noun a gun, the bigger the better the insurance us
1965

bear in the air noun a police helicopter. This travelled from citizens’
band radio slang into a still-surviving, wider usage uUs, 197

bearish adjective (of a man) large and hairy AUSTRALIA, 1994

bear joint noun in a carnival, a game in which stuffed teddy bears
are the prize US, 1960

bear meat noun a speeding vehicle without the benefit of citizens’
band radio communications. Easy prey for BEAR (the police) us, 1976

bear paw noun 1 round-footed snowshoes worn while doing chores
Us, 1993. 2 the badge necessary to get into the inner area of the
2002 G8 summit meeting in Alberta CANADA, 2002

bear pit noun an auditorium, or other arena, peopled with a rowdy,
challenging, even confrontational audience. From the late night
audiences at the Edinburgh Festival’s Fringe Club uk, 199

bear’s paw noun a saw. Rhyming slang. Noted by Ray Puxley in
1992 as ‘a seldom heard term for a carpenter’s tool” UK 1934

bear trap noun 1 in the Canadian Navy, a helicopter haul-down and
securing device CANADA, 1995. 2 the clutch on a Laverda motorcyle.
Named after the amount of effort required to pull the clutch lever
inus, 1992. 3 in television and film making, a strong clamp used for
attaching lights to rigging us, 19s7. 4 a police radar-trap for speeding
motorists Us, 1976

Bear Whiz Beer noun an inferior beer. A popular beverage in
Firesign Theater skits; its motto is the stunning ‘It's in the water!
That's why it's yellow!” Us, 1993

beast noun 1 a very unattractive woman, especially if sexually
proactive us, 1942. 2 a sexually available female us, 1955. 3 in prison, a
sex offender, a convicted paedophile Uk 19%. 4 anything excellent
UK 1996. 5 the penis UK 2001. 6 a white person; a white US soldier in
Vietnam. Used by US soldiers of colour in Vietnam us, 1991.
7 heroin; heroin addiction us, 19ss. 8 LSD us, 1967. 9 Milwaukee’s
Best™, an inexpensive beer favoured by cash-strapped youth.
Appropriately, Milwaukee’s Best Light is simply ‘Beast Light’ us, 19s7.
10 a large, fast car us 1957, 11 a car with a raised front end us, 19s0.
12 an expensive and powerful citizens’ band radio us, 197. » as a
beast used as an intensifier us, 203. » the beast the police; any
figure of authority or oppression. West Indian, hence UK black uk

1993

beast verb to have anal sex Uk 1999. » get beasted in to eat with
great enthusiasm Uk: SCOTLAND, 1985

beast about verb to treat someone with a harsh physicality Uk 1995

beastbwai; beast boy noun the police; any figure of authority or
oppression. Combines THE BEAST (the police, etc.) with Bwal (boy, a
youth in UK black/West Indian gang culture) Uk 1994

beastie noun 1 used as an endearing form of ‘beast’; also, in a
jocular sense, of an insect. Mainly Scottish Uk 1s64. 2 an attractive
woman. Objectifying a woman as an animal, much the same as
filly" Uk, 1984

beasting noun from a male perspective, an act of sexual intercourse
Possibly inspired by the BEAST WITH TWO BACKS UK, 2003

beastly adjective 1 bad (to whatever degree), unpleasant, horrid.
Usage considered to be dated, childish or upper-class Uk, 1671.
2 excellent us 19s53. 3 excessive US, 2000

beastly adverb badly, unpleasantly, very, excessively. Stereotypically
upper-class usage UK, 1844
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beast with two backs noun vaginal, face-to-face sexual intercourse
between a heterosexual couple; sex between two people. From
Shakespeare UK 1604

beasty noun a repulsive, disgusting person us, 1985
beasty adjective repulsive, disgusting us, 1932

beat noun 1 a regular route or locale (of a prostitute or police officer)
UK 1721. 2 a member of the 1950s youth counterculture us, 191
3in horse racing, an unfortunate defeat us, 1976. 4 a crime which
has not been solved us 1992. 5 in television and film making, the
main storyline Us, 199. 6 a car Us, 1947

beat verb 1 to cheat, to swindle, to steal us 1s49. 2 to defy someone’s
understanding Uk, 1ss2. > beat about the bush; beat around
the bush 1 (of a female) to masturbate. Wordplay on ‘beat’ (used
in many terms of male masturbation) and BUSH (the pubic hair),
in some way reversing the familiar meaning of ‘beat around the
bush’ (to avoid coming to a point) Uk, 1991. 2 to avoid coming to
the point of a discussion. A term that has its origin in the hunting
of birds Uk s50. » beat feet to leave us 1944. B beat hollow to
outdo someone utterly and completely 84rBADOS, 19%6. B beat it
1 to leave quickly us 1s78. 2 (of a male) to masturbate Us, 1995.
» beat off with a stick to get more than enough sexual offers
AUSTRALIA 1999. > beat the band to surpass everything us 1s97.
» beat the board in poker, to hold the best hand showing us,
193. » beat the bushes 1 in horse racing, to race a horse in
minor circuits, where the horse can be a big fish in a little pond
us, 1951. 2to drive in the lead position of a group of trucks
travelling together on a motorway us 197. » beat the clock 1to
finish a task before the prescribed time. In the UK orginally
military, perhaps from an American parlour game. From the late
1950s-60s, it was used as the title of a gameshow segment in the
television variety programme Sunday Night at the London
Palladium vk, 1961. 2 1o return alive from an SAS mission UK, 1980.
» beat the cotton to soak and then pound used cottons, used
to strain drug doses, in an attempt to leach out enough heroin for
another dose us 19s9. » beat the Dutch to astonish or frustrate
someone Us, 1775. » beat the eightball to use heroin us 1971.
» beat the favorite in horse racing, to place a small bet on a
horse with long odds to win rather than betting on the horse
favoured to win us, 1957. » beat the gun (of an engaged couple)
to have sex, especially if the fiancée falls pregnant. The sporting
imagery of being under starter’s orders AUSTRALIA, 19¢4. » beat the
man to sleep. Prison usage suggesting that in sleep one escapes
domination by prison authorities. us, 19s0. » beat the priest
and take his gown; beat the priest to do that which you
should not do in an open, notorious and brazen fashion GRENADA,
1975. » beat the pup (of a male) to masturbate us, 1950. » beat
the rap to withstand harsh interrogation ux 19%. » beat the
snot out of to thrash someone soundly, to beat someone up us,
1989 » beat the starter (of an engaged couple) to have sex,
especially if the fiancée falls pregnant. Sporting imagery, racing
ahead while still under starter’s orders Uk, 19s+. » beat your
baloney (of a male) to masturbate us, 1s62. » beat your bishop
(of a male) to masturbate us, 1976. » beat your chops; beat up
your chops to talk us 1945. » beat your face to perform push-
ups Us, 199s. » beat your gums; beat up your gums o talk
without purpose or without effect us 1945. » beat your meat;
beat the meat (of a male) to masturbate us, 1935. » beat
yourself up t0 be harshly self-critical, to struggle with your
conscience Uk, 203. > can’t beat it in the Navy used for
expressing admiration of a boat-handling job. Among Canadian
east coast fishermen, with the tradition of navy techniques very
strong, this term expresses high praise CANADA, 1908

beat adjective 1 world-weary, spiritual, jaded, intellectual us, 1947.
2 utterly tired Uk, 1821

beat artist noun a swindler us 1959

beat bag noun a bag of drugs that is heavily adulterated or is
completely counterfeit us, 1993

beatdown noun a physical beating; hence figuratively, a defeat us,
1995

beater noun 1 an older car, usually not in good condition, used for
day-to-day driving us, 1990. 2 a drumstick BAHAMAS, 1975

beat for adjective lacking us 1973

beat generation noun the alienated class of young Americans who
came of age in the mid-1940s and then embraced an alternative
lifestyle and values in the 1950s us, 1950

beating noun a violent ache 84rEADOS, 1955
beat loot noun a pittance; a small amount of money us, 1973

beatnik noun a follower of the beat generation (avant-garde
‘visionaries, rebels and hipsters’) derided and defined by
stereotypical appearance (black beret for men, black tights for
women) and lifestyle choices (Charlie Parker’s jazz, marijuana, per-
formance poetry, etc). Coined in 1958 (the first popular, non-
Russian use of the suffix -NIK) by San Francisco newspaper
columnist Herb Caen, extended from BEAT (@ member of the 1950s
youth counterculture), and a pun on the FAR OUT example of
‘sputnik’ (a Russian satellite launched in 1959) us, 1958

beat off verb (of a male) to masturbate us, 1952

beat out vers to strip someone of their membership in a youth
gang, accomplished by a ritualistic beating us, 1995

beat pad noun an establishment where poor quality marijuana is
sold us, 1960

Beatrix Potter; Beatrix noun an ugly woman. Possibly rhyming
slang for ROTTER based on the name of author and illustrator
Beatrix Potter (1866-1943) Uk, 2002

beat sheet noun 1 in television and film making, a short summary
of a story us, 19%. 2 a pornographic magazine us, 1997

Beattie and Babs noun pubic lice, crab-lice. Rhyming slang for
CRABS based on an early C20 music hall act who are, unfortunately,
best remembered by this term Uk, 190

beat-up adjective shoddy, shabby, worn out us 1946

beau noun used as a term of address between young males Us, 1954

beaut noun 1 a beauty, an impressive person or thing us, 1s95. 2 a
potent amphetamine capsule. An abbreviation of BLACK BEAUTY US,
1992

beaut adjective excellent, terrific, wonderful, splendid AUSTRALIA, 1918

beaut adverb excellently, splendidly AUSTRALIA, 1969

beaut! used for expressing strong admiration AUSTRALIA, 1953

beauteous maximus noun something that is excellent. Mock Latin
Us, 1993

beautiful adjective in the counterculture of the 1960s and 70s, used
as an all-purpose adjective of approval. A vague but central word of
the hippie era, suggesting passivity, appreciation for nature,
kindness, etc us, 1961

beautiful! 1 used for expressing enthusiastic agreement us,
2 used, with heavy irony, as a register of disappointment Uk 2o

beautiful and; lovely and adjective satisfactory; nice. Always
followed by another adjective for which this serves as an
intensifier. Examples: ‘I hit it beautiful and hard’; ‘The water was
lovely and hot' Uk 1939

beautiful boulders noun crack cocaine 2003

beautiful people noun the cream of society’s crop; the wealthy,
fashionable people of high society and the arts, especially those
celebrated as trendsetters us, 1964

beautifuls; boofuls noun beautiful, as a form of address; the latter
is addressed to babies or those behaving so and thus characterised
as babies Uk, 1984

beauty noun 1 something excellent; a splendid example of
something AUSTRALIA 1852. 2 used as an affectionate form of address
UK: WALES, 2000. 3 an amphetamine. A shortened BLACK BEAUTY US,
1993

beauty adjective excellent new ZEALAND, 1963

beauty! 1 used for registering great approval. Also spelt ‘bewdy’ to
represent Australian pronunciation. AUSTRALIA, 1952. 2 thank you!
AUSTRALIA, 1968

beauty bolt noun in the used car business, a new and shiny bolt
intended to give the impression of a complete engine rebuild us

1997
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beauty farm noun a resort with a focus on improving appearances
us, 1972

beauty parlor noun a brothel us, 1949

beaver noun 1 2 woman'’s pubic region; a woman as a sex object;
sex with a woman. Although recorded at least as early as 1927,
‘beaver’ did not come into its own until the mid-1960s, with an
explosion of films featuring full frontal female nudity but no sexual
activity and titles punning on ‘beaver’ - Bald Beaver, Beaver Works
in the Bush Country, Hair Raising Beaver, Fine Feathered Beavers,
Leave it to Beavers, and so on. As published sexual material got
more graphic, so did the association of the term. Despite the
highly sexual origin of the term, it was used by truck drivers with a
slightly naughty innocence to refer to women us, 1927. 2 a
pornographic film us, 1969. 3 a beard Us, 1871. 4 a top hat BARBADOS,
19%5. 5 a white police helmet 84r84D0S, 1982. 6 a police officer us, 191

beaver away verb to work industriously. From the characteristic
behaviour of the beaver Uk, 1946

beaver bait noun money us 197

beaver bear noun a policewoman. Combines BEAVER (a woman) with
BEAR (the police) us, 1976

beaver biscuits! used for expressing disapproval. A signature line of
Colonel Sherman Potter on M*A*S*H (CBS, 1972 -83). Repeated
with referential humour us, 1972

beaver cleaver noun a womaniser; the penis. It opens or splits the
BEAVER (a woman or the vagina) Uk 1981

beaver creek noun » have a bite at beaver creek to perform
oral sex on a woman us, 2001

beaver-eater noun a person who performs oral sex on a woman. In
a brilliant sexually charged pun, Vladamir Nabokov in Lolita wrote
of ‘the Palace Sentries, or Scarlet Guards, or Beaver Eaters, or
whatever they are called’, creating misdirected confusion with
‘Beef Eaters’ but leaving no doubt as to the sexual nature of his
malapropism us, 1955

beaver fever noun an obsession with women and sex us, 1997

beaver film noun a mildly pornographic film, featuring full frontal
nudity us, 1969

beaver flick noun a pornographic film us 190

beaver leaver noun a male homosexual. Rhymed on BEAVER (the
vagina) to suggest no interest in the female sex Us, 2003

beaver loop noun a repeating video featuring female frontal nudity
us, 1971

beaver magazine noun a magazine featuring photographs of nude
women, focused on their genitals, usually not engaged in sex us,
1967

beaver movie noun a film featuring female frontal nudity us, 1971

beaver patrol noun girl-watching us, 197

beaver picture noun a film, the main attraction of which is a
number of shots of women'’s genitals; a photograph of a woman'’s
genitals US, 1969

beaver pie noun the female genitals, especially as the object of
sucking and licking Uk, 1983

beaver-shooting noun a concerted voyeuristic effort to find women
whose genitals or pubic hair can be seen us, 1970

beaver shot noun a photograph or filming of a woman’s genitals. In
the early 1960s LA-based band The Periscopes recorded a
rock'n’roll tune called ‘Beaver Shot” which was banned from the
radio after two plays us, 1970

beaver tail noun 1 a quick-baked or quick-fried sweet bread canvaDA,
1998. 2 a design configuration on a shotgun us, 1981

beaver-with-stick noun full frontal male nudity us, 1977

be-back noun in the used car business, a potential customer who
has visited the car lot, inspected the cars for sale, left, and then
returned to negotiate US, 1959

bebe noun crack cocaine us, 1994
bebop vers t0 take part in gang fights us, 1965

be careful, Matt! used as a humorous caution. A signature line of
Miss Kitty Russell (portrayed by Amanda Blake) to Marshall Matt
Dillon on the television Western Gunsmoke (CBS, 1955-75)
Repeated with referential humour us, 1955

Becks and Posh noun food. Rhyming slang for NOSH, formed from
the nicknames of footballer David Beckham and his wife, singer
Victoria Beckham Uk, 2003

becky noun in electric line work, a cable sling us, 1950

be cool used as a farewell Us, 1982

bed noun the playing surface of a pool table us 1%50. » get into
bed with in business or politics, to merge with, to become a
partner of, to start a venture with ux 1977. » put to bed to
complete a piece of work. Office jargon that now infects every

workplace; an extension of the figurative sense used by printers Uk,
2005

bed verb to have sex with someone Uk, 1548
bed and breakfast noun a very short prison sentence Uk 199
bedbait noun a sexually alluring young woman or young man Uk, 193

bed blocker noun a patient who has an extended stay in hospital
CANADA, 1986

bedbug noun 1 a Pullman porter Us, 1940. 2 a person who is
somewhere between amusingly eccentric and alarmingly disturbed
s, 1832. 3 a Volkswagen camper van Uk 1981

bedbug hauler noun a removal van driver us, 1971

bedbug row; bedbug alley noun a poor, crime-ridden area in a city
Us, 1969

bed-check Charlie noun a pilot flying night air raids against US
troops. Korean war usage US, 19

bedden verb » bedden your head to become drunk or drug-
intoxicated TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1979

beddie-weddie noun bed. Children’s vocabulary borrowed by adults
Us, 1945

beddy noun 1 in circus and carnival usage, the place where a person
spends the winter or off-season us, 1987. 2 a promiscuous girl Us, 1989

beddy-bye; beddy byes; beddie-byes noun sleep or bed. A
nursery term, used for effect elsewhere Uk, 1906

bed flute noun the penis AUSTRALIA, 1992

Bedfordshire noun a bed; bed. A humorous extension from the
name of an English county Uk, 1665

bed-hop verb to habitually have casual sex us, 1974

bed-hopper noun a person who lives a sexually promiscuous life
AUSTRALIA, 1972

bed house noun 1 a brothel Us, 1973. 2 a brakevan (caboose) Us, 1977

bedlamer noun in Newfoundland, a young seal; also a young boy.
The term comes either from the noise they make, or, according to
some sources, the French béte de la mer (beast of the sea) CANADA,
1959

Bedouin Bob noun any Saudi; any desert nomad. Gulf war usage uUs
1991

Bedourie shower noun a dust storm. Bedourie is an inland town in
Queensland. The name Bedourie is taken from an Aborigine word
for ‘dust storm’. Other locations similarly used by nature, weather
and irony: Bourke, Bogan, Cobar, Darling, Wilcannia and Wimmera
AUSTRALIA, 1945

bedpan commando noun a medic in the Medical Corps in Vietnam
Us, 1991

Bedrock noun a common name for US armed forces camps during
the Persian Gulf war. An allusion to the prehistoric town on the
cartoon television series The Flinstones (ABC, 1960-66), home to
quarry worker Fred Flintstone and his wife Wilma us, 199

bed rock verp in low riding, to rock the bed of a truck from side to
side using hydraulic pumps Us, 1992

bedroom noun any place where homosexual men can have sex Uk,

2002
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bedroom eyes noun a sensual face and eyes that convey desire us,

1947

Beds noun Bedfordshire. A spoken form of the conventional written
abbreviation, considered colloquial when used in speech as a
genuine equivalent of the original name uk 1937

bed-sit jungle noun an urban area where a bed-sitter is usually avail-
able as rented accommodation; the generality of life in rented
bed-sit accommodation Uk, 2001

bed-sitter; bedsit noun a single-room combining bedroom and
living accommodation; a bed-sitting room UK 1927

bed-sitter-land noun an urban area where a bed-sitter is commonly
available as rented accommodation; the generality of life in rented
bedsit accommodation Uk, 198

Bed-Stuy nickname the Bedford-Stuyvesant neighbourhood of New
York City. The area is the epitome of urban American poverty Us
1997

bedworthy adjective sexually desirable Uk 1936

bee noun 1 a drug addiction. Also known as ‘a bee that stings’ us,
1960. 2 @ barbiturate or other central nervous system depressant,
especially Nembutal. A Nembutal capsule is commonly known as
a YELLOW JACKET, hence the ‘bee’ us 1963. 3 in a deck of playing
cards, a joker, especially when the deck is made by the playing
card manufacturer Bee us, 1933. B get a bee up your arse; have
a bee up your arse to be in a restless or anxious condition; to
be obsessed by a notion. A variation on ‘a bee in the bonnet’ ux,
190s. » put the bee on to swindle someone us, 1949

bee verb to beg Us, 1962

bee adjective bloody (an intensifier). A rendering of the initial letter
for euphemism'’s sake Uk, 1926

be easy! relax! us 2003
Beeb nickname the BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation) Uk 1967
bee-bee noun crack cocaine us, 1993

bee-bopper noun a person who is trying too hard to be somethmg
that they are not — fashionable, trendy, up-to-date us

beech verb during the period 1963-65, to permanently close down
a section of railway or a railway station. After Richard Beeching,
1913-85, chairman of the British Rail Board 1963-65, at the end
of which time he was made a Life Peer, author of the ‘Beeching
Report’ that prescribed a substantial contraction of the UK's rail
networks UK 1964

beechams noun » the beechams the police. Rhyming slang, from
Beecham’s Pill™, a branded medication to THE BILL (the police) ux,
1992

Beecham’s pill noun 1 a fool, an idiot. Rhyming slang for DILL (a
fool). From the proprietary name of a laxative formerly popular as
a cure-all AUSTRALIA, 1950. 2 @ photographic still. Rhyming slang Uk,
1971. 3 a theatrical bill; an advertising poster. Rhyming slang Uk, 1

Beecham’s pills noun the testicles. An extension of PILLS with a
commercial formula uk 1980

bee cocky noun a bee farmer; an apiarist AUSTRALIA, 195

beedi; beadi; bidi; biri noun a small, high nicotine-content, ciga-
rette made of tobacco dust poured into a small tube of rolled leaf
tied with a cotton thread, often flavoured with strawberry, vanilla,
mint, chocolate, mango, pineapple, grape, licorice, cherry, etc. The
word is of Hindi origins. Popular brands are Mangalore, Kailas, Shiv
Sagar and Irie Uk, 2003

beedler noun a hard-driving work foreman or supervisor us, 1945

beef noun 1 a complaint, an argument, a fight us 1ss9. 2 conflict,
feuding. A wider use of the previous sense US, 2002. 3 an arrest or
criminal charge us, 1925. 4 in prison, a written reprimand uUs, 1967.
5 the vagina; an attractive and sexual woman BARBADOS, 1982. 6 the
penis Us, 2001. 7 in homosexual society, a masculine man or a
member of the armed forces whatever his gender-preference us,
1972. 8 In the navy, a male homosexual Uk, 192. 9 a dramatic and
unintended ending of a surf ride us 1997. 10 a backwards fall off a
skateboard us, 1997. » put some beef into it to try hard, to work
hard, to make an effort Uk 191

beef verb 1 to complain. From an earlier sense: to shout us, 1se6. 2 t0
have sex us, 1975. 3 In prison, to issue a disciplinary reprimand us,
1967

beef adjective 1 aggressive, violent, hostile us 2002, 2 homosexual
Navy usage UK, 192

beef! in the youth trend for ‘souped-up’ motor-scootering, used for
registering approval of the achievements of a daring, risk-taking
rider UK, 2004

Beefa nickname the Balearic island of Ibiza Uk 2002

beef and shrapnel noun in the Vietnam war, a meal of beef and
potatoes Us, 1997

beef-a-roni noun a muscular, handsome male. Punning with the
name of a food product and the many meat images involved in
sexual slang us, 1985

beef bayonet noun the penis AUSTRALIA, 1971

beef bugle noun the penis, especially as an object of oral sex
AUSTRALIA, 1971

beefcake noun 1 artistic or photographic depictions of nude or
partially nude muscular men. The gender equivalent of CHEESECAKE
US, 1949. 2 @ Muscular man us, 1949

beef curtains noun the labia us, 1995

beefer noun 1 a constant and tiresome complainer us 7950. 2 a male
homosexual. Royal Navy use Uk, 1982

beef-heart; beef verb to fart. Also used as a noun. Rhyming slang;
perhaps related to obsolete non-rhyming sense: a ‘bean’ Uk, 1960

beef injection; hot beef injection noun sexual intercourse us, 19

beef it verb in motorcyle racing, to fall to the ground and suffer a
severe scrape Us, 1992

beef of the sea noun the loggerhead turtle 84rBADOS, 1952

beef squad noun a group of thugs hired by management to help
break a strike us, 1956

beefsteak eye noun a black eye. From the folk remedy of covering
the blackened eye with a raw steak us, 1950

beef torpedo noun the penis Uk 1953

beef trust noun 1 in sports, a group of large athletes us, 1925. 2 a
chorus of large women who entertain men us, 1931

beef up verb to enhance someone or something, to strengthen
someone or something us, 1944

beefy adjective (Used of a shot in croquet) long and hard us, 1977

beehive noun 1 a five pound note. Rhyming slang, playing on BEES
AND HONEY (money) Uk, 1962. 2 in trucking, any large truck stop
offering a full range of services us, 197. 3 an office in a railway yard
US, 1946

Beehive noun » the Beehive New Zealand's Parliament buildings
Designed by Sir Basil Spence, the building’s domes are evocative
of a beehive NEW ZEALAND, 1981

beehive burner noun a combustion chamber to burn waste wood
from sawmills CANADA, 1989

beehive it verb to leave hurriedly. Vietham war use us, 1991

beehive round noun an artillery shell that scatters small nails with
fins instead of shrapnel, first used in Vietnam in 1964 us, 1991

beeitch noun used as a synonym of ‘bitch’, especially as a term for a
woman us, 1993

beekie noun during a labour dispute or organising drive, a company
Spy US, 1949

beel noun a car VIRGIN ISLANDS US, 199

Beemer; Beamer; Beamie noun a BMW car us, 1952

Bee More nickname Baltimore, Maryland us, 1959

been verb » been around sexually experienced us, 1979. » been
there said of a person with whom the speaker has had sex FLi
19%6. » been there, doing that experiencing the bleed pemod of
the menstrual cycle. The ‘been there’ part offers consolation to
those who recently were on it or had cramps previously, while the
‘doing that’ part refers to the fact that you are on your period
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currently us, 2001. » been there, done that used as a laconic,
world-weary dismissal of another’s suggestion AUSTRALIA, 1975.

» been there, done that, bought the tee-shirt used as a
laconic, world-weary dismissal of another’s suggestion. An elabor-
ation of BEEN THERE, DONE THAT UK, 2000

been-there medal noun the Vietnam Campaign Service Medal us,

1991

been-to noun a west African, especially a Ghanaian or Nigerian, who
has ‘been to’ England, usually for study, and whose social status
has thereby been enhanced; a British academic who has ‘been to’
any one of the more prestigious US universities Uk 1952

beep noun an effeminate man, especially a homosexual JAmaica, 1995
beep beep! pay attention! us, 191

beeper noun 1 the telephone us 196s. 2 an electronic paging device
us, 1970

beer noun 1 in the illegal production of alcohol, fermented grain or
sugar mash us, 1887. 2 the chest. Rhyming slang, from the slogan
‘beer is best’ Uk 1930. » on the beer engaged in a drinking
session UK, 1909

beer barn noun a tavern NEW ZEALAND, 1976

beer belly noun the protruding stomach of an excessive beer drinker
Us, 1960

beer blast noun a party organised around the consumption of beer
us, 1967

beer bottle glasses noun thick eye glasses Us, 198«

beer bummer noun a person who cadges drinks from others new
ZEALAND, 1906

beer bust noun a party organised around the consumption of beer
us, 1913

beer can noun any small car that would easily get crushed in a sig-
nificant accident us, 1992

beer can grenade noun a crude hand grenade fashioned by the
Viet Cong, packed inside a beer can us, 199

beer chit noun money. In Royal Air Force use Uk

beer coat noun a warm feeling, or one of imperviousness to weather
conditions, that prevails after drinking. From private correspond-
ence, 2002 NEW ZEALAND, 2002

beer compass noun the homing instinct that remains active when
drunk Uk 2002

beer cozy noun a styrofoam or plastic cylinder that slips over a beer
can, serving as insulation us, 2000

beered; beered out adjective drunk on beer us, 1930

beer flat noun an apartment where beer is sold privately and
illegally Us, 1950

beer goggles noun a drink-induced clouding of visual perception
that enhances the sexual allure of previously unappealing
companions us, 1987

beer goitre noun the protruding stomach of a serious beer drinker
NEW ZEALAND, 1998

beer gut noun the protruding stomach of an excessive beer drinker
AUSTRALIA, 1967

beer-gutted adjective (of men) having a protruding stomach from
drinking beer excessively AUSTRALIA, 1987

beer high grade noun cash from rich gold-prospecting seams
CANADA, 193

beer me! please give me another beer! us 1956

beernoculars noun your vision and judgment after drinking too
many beers Us, 1986

beer o’clock noun quitting time on a job NEW ZEALAND, 2000

beer parlour noun a room in a hotel licensed to sell beer. Originally
named to distinguish them from taverns, they have been more
recently licensed to serve men and women CANADA, 1965

beer run noun a trip to a store to buy beer for a party us, 1971

beer sandwich noun a lunch consisting of beer, beer and more beer
NEW ZEALAND, 1998

beer scooter noun the ability to return home when too drunk to,
afterwards, remember the journey Uk, 1999

beer spanner noun a bottle opener. Royal Air Force use Uk, 194

beer-thirty noun a fictional time of day, suggesting that a beer is
overdue US, 1950

beer-up noun a session of beer drinking AUSTRALIA, 1919

beer up verp to drink a great deal of beer us, 1960

beer vouchers noun money Uk 2002

bees and honey noun money. Rhyming slang vk 192

bee shit noun honey. From the mistaken belief that bees defecate
honey us, 1984

bee’s knees noun the acme of perfection, the best. Always preceded
by ‘the’; a favourite construction of the flapper of the 1920s
AUSTRALIA, 7905

bee stings noun small female breasts us, 1964

beeswax noun 1 business, in the senses ‘mind your own business’
and ‘none of your business’ us, 1934. 2 income tax; betting tax.
Rhyming slang, cleverly punning ‘bees’ (BEES AND HONEY, ‘money’)
and, possibly, ‘whack(s)’ for ‘the taxman’s portion’ Uk 1989

bees wingers noun the fingers. Rhyming slang Uk, 1950

beetle noun 1 in horse racing, a poorly performing horse us,
female. Circus and carnival usage uUs, 1931

Beetle nickname the original Volkswagen car and later models of a
similar shape. Derives from the shape of the car, first imported to
the US in 1949; by 1960 the nickname was in worldwide usage
and by Volkswagen’s advertisers by the 1970s. In 1998 the
manufacturers unveiled the ‘New Beetle’ us, 1960

beetle-crusher; beetle-stomper noun a soldier in the infantry ux
1889

.24

beetle-crushers noun heavy boots, especially ‘Doc Martens'. In The
Lore and Language of Schoolchildren, 1959, lona and Peter Opie
record ‘beetle-crushers’ as ‘big-feet or the nickname for someone
so-blessed” Uk, 1996

beevo noun an alcoholic beverage Us 1977

Bee Wee nickname British West Indian Airways TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO,
1980

beeyatch noun used as an emphatic variation of ‘bitch’, especially
when used to a woman or as exclamation us, 2001

beeze noun the penis Uk 1975

beezer noun 1 the nose uUs 190s. 2 in horse racing, a horse’s nose s,
1951. 3 a pedigree Ibizan hound us, 2000

beezer adjective excellent; most attractive. Uk 1961

Beezer; Beeza noun a BSA motorcyle, in production since 1909;
also a BSA car. The company name is actually an initialism of

Birmingham Small Arms. BSA owners claim that the initials in fact
stand for ‘Bastard Stalled Again’ or ‘Bolts Scattered All Over’ Uk, 191

befok adjective crazy, angry, lacking emotional control. From the
Afrikaans for ‘fucked up’ SOUTH AFRICA, 1979

before-days adverb in the past 84RBADOS, 1982

before time adverb long ago. Hawaiian youth usage Us 1952

befuggered adjective drunk. A conflation of BUGGERED and FUCKED UK.
2002

beg noun in a telephone solicitation, the actual plea to purchase that
which is being sold us 1959. » on the beg begging, scrounging
UK, 1988

beg verb » go begging to be spare and available Uk 2004

begerk noun male masturbation. Oil rig workers use the term to
refer to a ‘big jerk’ AUSTRALIA, 1985

beggar noun 1 a person, usually a man or boy. Euphemistic for
BUGGER; sometimes spelt ‘begger’ Uk 1833. 2 an unpleasant, very

dangerous or difficult thing, project, episode or circumstance; a
nuisance. Euphemistic for BUGGER UK, 1937
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beggar used as a euphemistic replacement for ‘bugger’ in all
expletive phrases and exclamations Uk 1937

beggar boy’s arse; beggar boy’s ass noun money. Rhyming slang
for BRASS (money) UK 1960

beggar my neighbour noun the dole. Rhyming slang for the LABOUR
(Exchange); usually follows ‘on the” as in ‘on the labour” (to be
drawing unemployment benefit). Sometimes shortened to ‘beggar’
UK 1960

beggar’s lagging; tramp’s lagging noun a prison sentence of 90
days UK, 1950

beggered adjective tired. A euphemism for BUGGERED UP NEW ZEALAND,
1984

be good to yourself used with humour as a farewell. A
catchphrase television sign-off on The Don McNelil television Club
(ABC, 1950-51). Repeated with referential humour us, 1950

begorrah!; begorah!; begor! by God! Originally a genuine
euphemism, latterly a cliché ascribed to stereotypical Irish IRELAND,
1839

beg your pardon noun a garden. Rhyming slang. Probably a post-
World War 2 coinage on the grounds that pre-war Cockneys had
‘vards’ not ‘gardens’ UK, 191

behavior report noun a letter home from a military recruit to his
girlfriend us, 1945

behind noun the buttocks Uk 1756

behind adjective 1 imprisoned us, 1951. 2 committed, dedicated us, 198

behind preposition 1 (of a drug) under the influence of Us 1%7. 2 as a
result of us, 1957

behind-the-behind noun anal sex us 1957

behind the bridge adverb in any ghetto or slum. Originally a
reference to the slums of Port of Spain at the back of the East Dry
RiVer TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1992

behind the door adverb locked in a prison cell Uk 199

behind the door when brains were given out stupid AuUsTrRALA
1969

behind with the rent adjective homosexual. Extended from a pun
on ‘buttocks” and ‘behind” Uk, 2000

beige noun a light-skinned black person us, 1945

beige verb to chemically darken cocaine to give it the appearance of
a purity that it does not possess Us, 1959

beige adjective bland, boring us, 1952
beige frame noun a light-skinned black woman us, 1953

beiging noun a chemical process to change the colour of cocaine
and enhance its commercial possibilities, 2002

be-in noun an organised gathering for the celebration of
counterculture lifestyles and values. Originally applied to an event
in San Francisco in January 1967, and then to similar events
elsewhere. Organisers (‘inspirers’) of that event wrote: ‘When the
Berkeley political activists and the love generation of the Haight
Ashbury and thousands of young men and women from every
state in the nation embrace at the gathering of the tribes for a
Human Be-In at polo field in Golden Gate Park the spiritual
revolution will be manifest and proven’ us, 1967

bejabbers; bejabers noun used as a jocular euphemism for
‘bejesus’ uUs, 1959

bejesus; bejasus noun used as a mild expletive. An ameliorated
‘Jesus’, originally recorded in 1908 but not widely used until the
1930s Us, 1908

bejiminy noun used as a mild expletive us, 1946
bejonkers noun the female breasts AUSTRALIA, 1988

Bela and Boris noun in hold 'em poker, the two of clubs and the
two of spades. An allusion to Bela Lugosi and Boris Korloff of
horror film fame, with a nod to the horror that they visit upon a
hand in hold 'em poker uUs, 199

belasian noun a drunk, belligerent Asian us, 2003
belch noun a complaint. Circus and carnival usage Us, 1981

belch verb to act as a police informer us, 1901
belcher noun 1 the mouth us 1950. 2 a police informer us, 1956

Belgian lace noun a pattern of white foam from the frothing head
of beer that remains in an empty glass Uk 2002

believe 1 used for registering agreement Uk, 200s. 2 used as an
assertion of sincerity. A shortening of phrases like ‘you can believe
me’, ‘'you must believe what | say’, etc. Recorded in use among
young, urban blacks Uk 1999

believer noun 1 in trucking, a driver who follows all laws and
company rules us, 1977. 2 a dead enemy soldier. Vietnam war use
us, 1991

be like used as a meaningless response to a greeting us, 190

Belinda Carlisles noun haemorrhoids. Rhyming slang for ‘piles’,
formed from the name of US singer Belinda Carlisle (b.1958) uk

2003

bell noun 1 the head of the penis. From the shape uk 2001, 2 the
clitoris AUSTRALIA, 1985. 3 a telephone call. Teen slang us, 1951. » give
someone a bell to telephone someone. From the ringing bell of
original telephones vk 7932. » on a bell in television and film
making, shooting a scene. From the bell used on location to signal
that shooting is about to begin us, 19%

bell verb to telephone someone. An allusion to Alexander Graham
Bell, telephone pioneer, and/or to the bell that rang on early
telephones us 1973

belladonna noun an extremely potent hybrid marijuana. Bella
donna is Italian for ‘beautiful woman’. This plant, a hybrid of
SUPERSKUNK, shares its name with Atropa belladonna, the
poisonous deadly nightshade Uk, 2001

bell cow noun in marketing, a popular, high-profit item s, 1956

belle noun a young and effeminate male homosexual Us, 1940

bell end noun the head of the penis. From the shape Uk 1973

bellhop noun a member of the US Marine Corps. An abbreviated
form of the longer SEAGOING BELL HOP, which teases the marines for
their uniforms us, 1929

bellied adjective drunk Uk 2003

bellows noun the lungs uUs, 1843

bell-ringer noun any doorto-door salesman or canvasser Us, 190
bell rope noun the penis Us 199

bells noun bell-bottomed trousers. Naval origins Uk, 1948

bells! used for expressing approval Us, 1948

bells and whistles noun 1 entertaining features that are not necess-
ary to a computer program us, 19s3. 2 extra features designed by
underwriters to attract investors in a bond issue us, 1988

Bell Telephone hour noun a session of torture in which US soldiers
used the electricity from field telephones to shock suspected Viet
Cong. The term suggests a television programme, not genital-
oriented electric torture us, 1991

belly noun 1 a fat person us, 1997. 2 the swell in a thicker-than-normal
surfboard us, 1963. 3 @ stomach ache BARBADOS, 1965. 4 pregnancy
BARBADOS, 1982

belly verb » belly the wall to stand facing a wall for inspection by
prison guards Us, 195

bellyache noun any small-town newspaper us, 1975
bellyache verb to complain us,
bellyacher noun a complainer us 1930

belly and back adverb completely; without mercy GUvANA, 1996

1881

belly board noun in television and film making, a low camera
platform us, 1990

bellybump verb 1 to jostle; to shove; to rough up us 1%1. 2 to ride a
sled face-down us, 1912

bellybuster noun 1 a stomach-first dive into the water AUSTRALIA, 1947.
2 a3 greasy hamburger or other food likely to provoke indigestion
Us, 1981
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belly button noun 1 the navel. More naive than childish; derives
from the appearance of an umbilical knot us 1s77. 2 a bullet hole
UK, 2001

belly fiddle noun a guitar us, 1970

belly flop noun a dive into the water stomach first, intentionally or
not us, 1895

belly flopper noun 1 a poorly executed dive resulting in a painful

impact on the water surface with the belly AUSTRALIA, 1941. 2 @
rifleman shooting from a prone position us, 1957

bellyful noun as much as you can tolerate; more than enough Uk,
1687

belly full and behind drunk adgjective too full with food and drink
10 act BARBADOS, 1996

belly fummux noun stomach pains IRELAND, 199

belly gas noun air injected into the abdominal cavity to raise the
diaphragm us, 1961

belly gun noun a handgun us, 1926

belly habit noun 1 severe stomach cramping suffered during
withdrawal from a drug addiction us 1970. 2 a drug addiction,
especially to an opiate us, 1992

belly hit noun in poker, a card drawn that completes an inside
straight us, 1951

bellyologist noun a person who eats too much BARBADOS, 1965
belly pad noun a pancake us 1958

belly queen noun a male homosexual who prefers face-to-face
intercourse Us, 195

belly ride noun sexual intercourse us, 1993

bellyrubber noun a slow song in which partners dance close to each
other us, 1992

belly rubbing noun dancing ux 1977

belly-stick; stick noun in a confidence swindle involving fixed
gambling, a confederate who appears to win consistently Us, 1940

belly tanker noun in drag racing, a car made out of salvaged
aeroplane fuel tanks for lake bed racing us, 1992

belly up verb to approach and stand against something, usually a
bar us, 1907

belly-up adjective bankrupt, out of business; dead us, 1920

bellywash noun a soft drink, soda. Originally applied to a weak drink,

and then to soda us, 1926

belly whacker noun a poorly executed dive resulting in a painful
impact on the water surface with the belly AUSTRALIA, 2003

belly-whop verb in sledding, to dive stomach-first onto the sled us,

1955

belly woman noun a pregnant woman JAMAICA, 1834
belly works noun diarrhoea Guvana, 1996

below par adjective in poor health or spirits. From describing stocks
and shares as below face value uk 1937

below the radar aaverb keeping a low profile; unperceived us 1990

below the zone adverb (used of a military promotion) unexpectedly
early. Vietnam war usage Us, 1959

belt noun 1 a hit, a punch uk 1937. 2 a gulp, especially of strong
alcohol us, 1922. 3 the first, strong effect of a drug us, 194s. 4 a
prostitute; any woman regarded as a sex-object. The earlier sense
of ‘prostitute’ seems to have been spread from the Australian to
the British forces during World War 2 and, in so doing, broadened
its intention AUSTRALIA, 1945. B below the belt unfair,
unsportsmanlike. From the language of boxing, where a blow
below the belt is prohibited Uk 1s%. » under your belt personal
experience of something. From an earlier use, of food in your
stomach Uk 1958

belt verb to hit someone or something. From earlier sense: to hit
with a belt Uk 1833

belta adjective good, excellent Uk, 2003

belt along; belt verb to move at great speed. Originally
Gloucestershire dialect Uk 1890

belt buckle polisher noun a song suited for slow dancing us, 1984
belt down; belt verb t0 rain heavily Uk 1984
belted adjective drunk or drug-intoxicated us, 1970

belter noun 1 a thrilling event; a wonderful thing ux 19s3. 2 a song
that can be sung with great vigour; a type of singer that has a
vigorous approach to a song Uk, 19s4

belting noun a beating whether punitive or pugilistic Uk, 1s2s

belting adjective excellent uk 200

belt out verb to sing or play a musical instrument with great vigour
UK 1953

belts and boards noun accoutrements for a Royal Canadian Air
Force officer’s uniform on formal ceremonial occasions CANADA, 1995

belt up! be quiet! Uk

Beltway commando noun any military bureaucrat working in
Washington D.C. Gulf war usage us, 1991

be lucky goodbye. Cockney, maybe MOCKNEY UK, 1974

Belushi noun a combination of cocaine and heroin. In memory of
the SPEEDBALL Mix that killed film actor John Belushi, 1949-82 us,
1998

Belyando spruce; Belyando sprue noun marijuana from the
Belyando area of Queensland AUSTRALIA, 1977

be my guest! do as you wish; you are welcome to have whatever
has been asked for us, 1955

ben noun 1 a lavatory. Rhyming slang for ‘Benghazi’, KArRzy (a
lavatory); from the Libyan seaport and probably originating in the
desert campaign of World War 2 Uk 1992, 2 benzodiazepine, an anti-
depressant, especially Valium™. Also referred to as ‘benzo’, 19%

Ben; Bennie; Benjamin noun Benzedrine™ (amphetamine
sulphate), or another central nervous system stimulant. Truckers
often personify stimulants, referring to ‘my good friend Benjamin’
or saying ‘better let Bennie drive’ us, 1971

benar adjective better. Originally C16, conjugated as BENE (good),
‘benar, benat ' (best); the ‘best’ sense is now obsolete but ‘good’
and ‘better’ survived in the affected surroundings of polari Uk 2002

bench noun 1 an athletic’'s team coaching staff and reserve players,
collectively Us, 1962. 2 a youth gang us, 1951. » ride the bench;
warm the bench to sit on the sidelines of an athletic contest as
a substitute player us, 1911

bench verb 1 to remove someone from competition. Originally a
sports term — the player literally returned to the bench during a
game. Later applied to a variety of situations us 1917. 2 to
reprimand someone Us, 1997

bench boy noun an athlete who never makes the starting lineup and
thus spends most of the time during games sitting on the team
bench us, 1999

bench jockey noun in a team sport, a substitute player, especially
one who makes his opinion known from the bench us, 1939

bench race verb to talk about drag racing without actually doing it
US, 1960s to 70s

benchwarmer noun a substitute player on a sports team us, 1905

bend noun 1 a spree, especially involving hard drinking; hence, a
drug-induced hallucinogenic experience UK 1979. 2 money Us, 1973

bend verb 1 to deliberately slur or distort a musical note us, 1%0. 2 to
fraudulently affect the outcome of a sporting event; to bribe or by
other means corrupt authority Uk, 1s64. 3 to take part in a gang
fight us, 1993. » bend the elbow to enjoy a few drinks new
ZEALAND, 1994. B bend the iron; bend the rust; bend the rail
to change the position of a railway point us, 1946

bended knees noun cheese. Rhyming slang, sometimes shortened
to ‘bended’; noted in use amongst tramps UK, 190

bender noun 1 a prolonged session of hard drinking us, 1s4s. 2 2 male
homosexual who plays the passive role in anal sex; a homosexual
US, 1965. 3 a stolen car us, 1992. 4 any bending joint in the body,
such as the elbow or knee us 1973. 5 a Roman Catholic nEw

1949
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ZEALAND, 1998. 6 a suspended prison sentence UK 19%. 7 a hammer
Us, 1980

bender mender noun a hangover cure, especially a stiff drink.
Elaborated on BENDER (a prolonged session of hard drinking) uk
SCOTLAND, 1988

bending drill noun an act of defecation in the open-air. Military use,
originating with the British army in North Africa during World War
2 UK, 1945

bend over verb to submit; to give in to someone. An image that
suggests bending over is to be buggered’ us, 1960s

bend over, brown eyes used as a humorous instruction to a
patient about to undergo a rectal examination us, 1959

bends and motherfuckers noun the squat-thrust exercise drill
Vietnam war usage. In gentler times, known as a ‘burpee’ us, 1991

bend up verb to encourage or enable another’s intoxication Uk 1999

bene; ben; bien adjective good. Originally C16, adapted from Italian
bene, possibly Latin bonus (good) Uk, 2002

benefit noun any hardship or unpleasant feature of army life. Used
with obvious irony t

Ben Franklin noun a $100 note. From the engraving on the note us

1990

Bengal lancer noun an opportunist, especially one who takes risks
in pursuit of criminal gain. Glasgow rhyming slang for CHANCER UK
2005

be nice! used by US troops in Vietnam when caught by surprise or
provoked by another us, 1952

benies noun benefits us 190

Benjie; Benji noun a $100 note. From the portrait of Benjamin
Franklin on the note uUs, 1985

benjo noun a toilet. From Japanese AUSTRALIA, 1988

Bennett buggy noun a car converted to a four-wheel, horse-drawn
carriage by removal of the engine, drive train and windshield (in
depression times); later, any broken-down car CANADA, 1987

Ben Nevis noun a long prison sentence. Prison slang, reported in
private correspondence by a serving prisoner in January 2002. Ben
Nevis is Britain’s highest mountain to climb Uk 2002

bennie noun a female prostitute’s customer who prefers to perform
oral sex on the prostitute Us 194

bennie God noun the sun us, 195
bennie machine noun a reflector used while sunbathing us, 195

bennies noun 1 sun rays. A shortened form of ‘beneficial’ us, 19s.
2 during the Vietnam war, basic comforts. A shortened form of
‘benefits’ us, 1976

benny noun 1 a Falkland Islander uk 19s2. 2 an amphetamine,
especially Benzedrine™ (@mphetamine sulphate), a central nervous
system stimulant us, 1945. 3 a Benzedrine™ inhaler us, 1970. 4 a
Benson & Hedges cigarette Uk 199. 5 in Vancouver Island, an order
of Eggs Benedict CANADA, 2002. 6 an overcoat Uk, 1s12. 7 a Ben
Sherman shirt, a fashion item given iconic status by skinheads Uk
2001, 8 a sports fan who looks back at a basketball game and ana-
lyses what might have been. Synonymous with ‘Monday Morning
Quarterback’ except basketball people like to call them ‘Bennys”.
Probably from the image of men in overcoats Us, 1945. 9 a person
who looks and talks the part of a surfer but does not actually surf
us, 1991, » get a benny on to lose your temper UK, 1997

benny blue noun in craps, a roll of seven when shooting for your
point. From the call, ‘Benny blue, you're all through!” us, 1985

benny boost noun a shoplifting technique involving the use of an
oversized, specially equipped overcoat Us, 1992

Benny boy noun a young transvestite prostitute found in Manila and
other Southeast Asian cities PHILIPPINES, 1967

benny chaser noun coffee consumed with Benzedrine™ (@amphe-
tamine sulphate), a central nervous system stimulant. Used with
humour by truckers who rely on different forms of stimulation to
stay awake for long periods us, 1971

benny house noun a primarily heterosexual brothel that will upon
request procure a male sexual partner for a male client us 195

Benny Mason; Mr Mason noun marijuana that is so potent that it
must be stored in a pot or mason jar (a glass jar for preserving
food) to contain the smell us, 1992

benny suggs noun good ideas. Military, from ‘beneficial suggestions’
UK, 1995

benny worker noun a thief who uses an overcoat to hide his
movements or goods US, 1949

beno adjective used as a humorous description of a woman'’s con-
dition while experiencing the bleed period of the menstrual cycle
From the pronouncement — ‘There will be no fun tonight’ us, 1954

benson noun a toady, a sycophant. Apparently derived from the
name of the butler character in US television situation comedy
Soap, 1978-82, and its concurrent spin-off Benson, 1979-86 uk:
SCOTLAND, 199

bent noun a homosexual Uk, 1957

bent adjective 1 stolen us 1930. 2 corrupt, crooked, criminal. The
opposite of STRAIGHT (honest/conventional) uk, 1974. 3 unfaithful ux
1955. 4 sexually deviant Uk, 1957. 5 homosexual Uk, 1959. 6 drunk or
drug-intoxicated us, 1833. 7 ill-humoured; grouchy us, 19s. 8 spoiled,
broken, out-of-order Uk 1930. 9 suffering from decompression
sickness Uk, 1934. » bent as a butcher’s hook very corrupt,
incontrovertibly criminal uk 1977. » bent as a nine-bob note
1 corrupt, crooked. In pre-decimalisation currency, ten-bob (ten
shillings) was the only currency note for less than a pound value; a
nine-bob note would have been an obvious forgery Uk, 2000.
2 ostentatiously homosexual. A sterling elaboration of BENT UK. 2000.
» bent as arseholes corrupt, crooked vk 1998

bent and greased adjective prepared to be taken advantage of. The
sexual allusion is difficult to miss us, 1994

bent eight noun an eight-cylinder VV engine us, 1948

bent stovebolt noun in drag racing and hot rodding, a Chevrolet V-8
engine us, 198

Bent Whore nickname Bien Hoa, South Vietnam, site of an American
air base during the Vietnam war us, 1991

benz noun a tablet of Benzedrine™ (amphetamine sulphate), a
central nervous system stimulant us, 199

Benz nickname a Mercedes-Benz car us 1990

Benzedrina noun in homosexual usage, a personification of
Benzedrine™ (@amphetamine sulphate), a central nervous system
stimulant us, 1950

Benzo noun a Mercedes-Benz car Us, 1985
bequeenum adjective homosexual Uk 2003
Berb noun a social outcast US, 1993

Berdoo; San Berdoo; San Berdu nickname San Bernadino,
California, east of Los Angeles us, 1914

bergwind noun a warm offshore breeze SOUTH AFRICA 1876

bergy bit noun a small iceberg Uk 1906

bergy seltzer noun a fizzing produced in an iceberg when trapped
air is released ANTARCTICA, 2000

berk; birk; burk; burke noun a fool. Almost certainly a reduction of
the rhyming slang BERKSHIRE HUNT OF BERKELEY HUNT (a CUNT) yet so
widely used that the original sense has almost been lost; there is a

suggestion that ‘berk’ may be a diminution of BERKELEYS (the
female breasts), thus TIT (a fool) Uk 1936

Berkeley Quality Software noun any computer program that is
incomplete or incorrect us, 1991

berkeleys noun the female breasts. From Romany berk (a breast) Uk
1984

berkers adjective angry, emotionally unstable. From ‘berserk’ new
ZFALAND, 1998

berko adjective berserk; crazy AUSTRALIA, 1961

Berks noun Berkshire. A spoken form of the conventional written
abbreviation, considered colloquial when used in speech as a
genuine equivalent of the original name Uk, 1937
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Berkshire hunt; Berkeley hunt noun 1 a fool. Rhyming slang for
CUNT, generally in the reduced form BERK. Also variant ‘Birchington
hunt’ Uk, 1937. 2 the vagina. Rhyming slang for CUNT. Also variant
‘Birchington hunt’ uk, 1937

berky noun a complete loss of temper and emotional stability nvew
ZEALAND, 1985

berley noun in fishing, any material added to water in order to
attract fish. Origin unknown AUSTRALIA, 1874

berley verb t0 place berley in the water to attract fish AUSTRALIA, 1852

Berlin Wall noun a testicle. Rhyming slang for ‘ball’, generally in the
plural (BALLS) UK, 2003

Bermuda crescent noun a semi-circle of dance floor in front of a
stage that remains empty when a band is playing. A joke on the
Bermuda Triangle, a vast three-sided area of the Atlantic with
angles at Bermuda, Puerto Rico and Fort Lauderdale, Florida,
where ships and planes apparently disappear Uk, 1999

Bermuda time adverb late 8ERMUDA, 1985
Bermuda triangle noun the vagina ux 2001

Bernard Langered adjective drunk. An elaboration of LANGERED
(drunk), playing on the name of German golfer Bernhard Langer
(b.1957), possibly as an ironic swipe at his ‘born-again’ Christianity
UK, 2002

Berni; Bernice; Bernie noun cocaine uUs, 1933

Bernie noun one million pounds. A jibe at Formula One motor
racing tycoon Bernie Ecclestone who had his £1,000,000 donation
to the Labour Party returned for reasons of political expediency
2002 UK, 2002

Bernie’s flakes; Bernie’s gold dust noun cocaine Uk 2002

berries noun 1 crystalised cocaine us 7949, 2 anything considered to
be the finest, the most excellent, the best. Probably a figurative use
of THE BERRIES (testicles) in the same way that BOLLOCKS carries
both senses. Also variant ‘the berrs’ Uk: SCOTLAND, 1974

berry noun 1 a dollar us, 1976. 2 crack cocaine Us, 1993
berry verb to communicate via instant wireless messaging CANADA,

2002
berry sugar noun extra fine granulated sugar cANADA, 2002
Bert nickname >see: FAT ALBERT

berth noun a job working on a fishing boat. Originally, when fishing
was done from dories, a ‘berth’” was a specific spot on one side of
the dory where a fisherman was to row and work lines. It has
come to mean any job on a fishing boat CANADA, 1999

Bertie noun » do a Bertie to become an important informer.
Police slang; after Bertie Smalls, a notorious or legendary
(depending on your point of view) small-time robber turned police
informer who, in 1973, became the original SUPERGRASS UK 1999

be seeing you goodbye. ‘Be seeing you’ gained a sinister,
threatening edge in 1967 when used in cult television series The
Prisoner UK, 1937

Bess noun used as a term of address among male homosexuals us

1965

bessie noun 1 the penis us, 1973. 2 a best-friend. Pronounced ‘bezzie’,
used by teenagers UK 2003

best noun a stroke of a cane, or ‘the slipper” applied as corporal
punishment. For some reason six was always the most popular
number of deliveries (‘six of the best’) but the term varies to
account for the punisher’s preference. Corporal punishment has
not been permitted in UK schools since the later C20 Uk 1912.
» one of the best a good man, a good companion Uk 1937

best verb should us, 1973. » give (a number) of the best to give
(so many) belts with a cane AUSTRALIA, 1965

best-best adjective the very best BARBADOS, 1952
best bet noun the most advantageous option Uk 1941

best bib and tucker noun your best clothes. Originally of an article
worn by women and girls, in more generalised use by mid-C19 vk,

1747

best blue; best BD noun the better of an airman’s or a soldier’s
two issued uniforms. BD is battledress'. In use throughout World
War 2 and National Service, 1939-62 UK 1939

best boy noun in television and film making, the electrician’s assist-
ant us, 1937

bestest adjective best. A solecism); childish, occasionally jocular or as
an endearment UK, 1905

best friend noun your penis AUSTRALIA, 1992
best girl noun a fiancée, a wife or a special girlfriend us 1857

be’s that way used as a world-weary but wise acknowledgement
that what is, is Us, 198

best of British luck!; best of British! used as an offer of good
wishes, sometimes sincerely but generally with such heavy irony
that the opposite is intended and inferred. Military coinage, in
general use by 1960 UK, 19405

best piece noun a girlfriend or wife us 1971

best seller noun a Ford Cortina car. Citizens’ band radio slang,
presumably inspired by Ford's sales figures at the time of coinage
UK, 1981

bet verb > bet a pound to a piece of shit used as a statement
of absolute certainty. Usually construed positively as ‘I will" or
‘would bet’; occasional and earlier use may be negative Uk, 1937.
» bet like the Watsons to bet heavily on horses. After
legendary Australian gamblers AUSTRALIA, 1949. B bet London to a
brick used as a statement of absolute certainty AUSTRALIA, 1945.
» bet on a horse to be addicted to heroin or morphine us,
» bet on the blue to gamble on credit AUSTRALIA 1949. B bet on
the coat to place a dummy bet with a bookmaker to encourage
genuine interest in a bet AUSTRALIA, 1949. » bet the dog in bar
dice games, to bet the total amount of the pot us j971. » bet the
ranch; bet the farm to be absolutely certain about something
us 1931 » bet until your nose bleeds in horse racing, to bet all
of your resources on a sure thing AUSTRALIA, 1952 » want to bet
on it? a catchphrase used, with bet emphasised, as a challenging
expression of doubt Uk 1971

bet! used for expressing approval us 1987

beta noun 1 a test or probationary stage. Borrowed from the techni-
cal process of external testing of a product us, 1997. 2 the grade ‘B’
in academic work us, 198

betchal used as a statement of certainty. A phonetic blending of
‘bet you’ or an elision of BET YOUR ASS/BOOTS/LIFE, etc UK, 1954

bet-down adjective very ugly IRELAND, 2001

be the ... used as a command. Mockingly, from Zen philosophy, as
in ‘Driver, be the fast lane’. uUs, 1934

be there, aloha used as a farewell. Repopularised by ESPN's Keith
Olberman, borrowed from the television programme Hawaii 5-0 US,

1978

be there or be square if you do not attend an event thus
advertised you will risk being thought unfashionable. A popular
catchphrase or slogan Uk, 190

betise noun an ill-timed remark. The term comes from French
CANADA, 2002

bet on top noun a bogus bet laid by a bookmaker's confederate to
encourage genuine interest in a particular gamble. The book-
maker’s clerk will place the bet ‘on top’ (not in the body) of the
betting book UK 1961

Bette noun a person who looks better from a distance. After singer
Bette Midler who recorded the song ‘From a Distance’, 1990 uk,
2004

better half noun a wife. A jocular usage that, over time, has also
referred to ‘a husband’, ‘a close friend’ and ‘a man’s soul’ UK, 1550

better idea noun in car repair shops, used to describe any of several
ill-advised equipment developments by Ford. Derived from a Ford
advertising slogan — ‘Ford has a better idea’ us, 1992

better living through chemistry used as a humorous
endorsement of mind-altering recreational drug use. Borrowed
from an advertising slogan of DuPont Chemicals us, 1970
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better than a poke in the eye with a sharp stick describes an
event or circumstance that is of minimal desirability. A ‘burnt
stick” or a ‘blunt stick” allow further variation of the basic formula
AUSTRALIA, 1974

betting ring noun the area at a racecourse devoted to betting
AUSTRALIA, 1966

betting shop noun an illegal establishment for betting AUSTRALIA, 1956
betting tool noun in horse racing, a horse that consistently wins us

1960

Betty noun 1 an attractive female us, 19ss. 2 an old woman. Probably
after Betty Hoskins (b.1922), well known to audiences of Graham
Norton’s television programmes since 1998 Uk, 2003

betty bracelets noun police Uk 1993

Betty Coed noun the stereotypical female high school or college
student us, 1961

Betty Crocker noun used by combat troops in Vietnam to describe
their peers not in combat, especially those in Saigon. Betty
Crocker is the mythical yet trademarked American homemaker
created in 1921 by the Washburn Crosby Company, forerunner to
General Mills Incorporated. One of many terms coined in Vietnam
US, 1969

Betty Grable noun 1 sable. Rhyming slang in criminal use, based on
the name of film actress Betty Grable (1916-73) Uk 19%. 2 a table.
Rhyming slang, based on the name of film actress Betty Grable
(1916-73). Also shortened to ‘betty’ Uk 1992

between pictures adjective out of work, unemployed. A
euphemism, true in the entertainment industry, jocular elsewhere
US, 1954

between you and me and the gate-post; between you and
me and the bedpost between ourselves. Conjuring the image of
a confidence passed over a garden gate. The ‘bedpost’, a still-used
variation, allows for more intimate intercourse Uk, 1832

bet your ass used as a statement of absolute certainty us, 1928

bet your boots used as a statement of absolute certainty us, 185

bet your bottom dollar used as a statement of absolute certainty
US, 1935

bet your hat used as a statement of absolute certainty us, 187

bet your life used as a statement of absolute certainty s, 1ss2

Beulah land noun heaven. From the book of Isaiah, 62:4 Us, 1939

bevels noun dice that have been altered by rounding off the sides
slightly so as to produce a desired point us, 1963

beverada; bevois noun 1 a drink, especially beer. Affected variations
of BEVVY UK 2002. 2 a public house. An affected variation of BEvvY
CASEY UK. 2002

Beverley Pills noun the prescription drug Vicodin™ when taken
recreationally us, 2002

bevie homie noun a heavy drinker ux 1953

Bevin noun in the mining industry, a shift spent at home as a result
of mechanical breakdown. After Ernest Bevin, 1881-1951,
statesman and creator of the Transport and General Workers
Union. This term, like most of the UK's mining industry, has not
survived the intervening years Uk, 1970

bevo noun any alcoholic beverage us 2003

bevvied; bevvied up adjective drunk. From BEVvY (an alcoholic
drink) Uk, 1960

bevvy verb to drink alcohol Uk 1934

bevvy; bevie noun » on the bevvy; on the bevie to be drinking,
especially for a period of time dedicated to drunkenness Uk 1953

bevvy; bevie; bevv noun 1 an alcoholic drink, especially beer.
Possibly from the circus term ‘bevie’ (a public house), or an
abbreviation of ‘beverage’; both derive from C15 ‘bever * (drink),
and ultimately from Latin bibere Uk, 1889

bevvy casey; bevie casey noun a public house. A combination of
BEVVY (an alcoholic drink) and, ultimately, Italian casa (house) ux,

MID-C19

bevvy omee noun a drunkard. A combination of BEvvY (an alcoholic
drink) and OMEE (@ man) UKk 1937

bevvy-up noun a drinking session Uk, 1962
bevvy up verb to drink alcohol. An elaboration of BEVVY UK 190

bewitched, bothered and bewildered adjective confused. The title
of a song from the 1940 show Pal Joey, lyrics by Lorenz Hart,
music by Richard Rodgers us, 1950

Bexley Heath; bexleys noun the teeth. Rhyming slang, based on a
convenient area of Greater London Uk, 1992

beyond adjective outstanding, amazing, extraordinary us, 1999
beyond adverb in England IRELAND, 1997

bezazz; bizzazz noun glamour, sparkle, energy, excitement. A vari-
ation, if not a misspelling, of pizzazz us, 1970

bezel noun any car part us, 1959
bezzie adjective best UK 2005
BF; bee eff noun a bloody fool. A euphemistic abbreviation uk 1950

BFD noun a big fucking deal. Sometimes euphemised from ‘fucking’
to ‘fat’ us 196

BFE noun any remote location. An abbreviation of BUMFUCK, EGYPT US,

1989

BFI noun 1 in computer technology, an approach relying on brute
force and /gnorance rather than elegant analysis Us, 19s. 2 a
massive heart attack or stroke; a big fucking infarct us, 1994

B flat adjective fat. Rhyming slang ux 2002

BFN noun an extremely remote place. An abbreviation of BUTT
FUCKING NOWHERE US, 2002

BFU adjective big, fat and ugly Us, 199

BG noun a young member of a youth gang. An abbreviation of baby
gangster us, 1995

B game noun in a gambling establishment or cardroom, the table
with the second highest betting limit us, 19ss

BGF the Black Guerilla Family, a black prison gang us, 2000

B girl noun 1 2 woman who works in a bar, encouraging customers
through flirtation to buy drinks, both for themselves and for her
Us, 1936. 2 @ young woman involved in early hip-hop. From ‘break
girl" us, 2000

BH! used in anger, astonishment, disappointment and frustration. A
euphemistic abbreviation of BLOODY HELL! UK 1928

bhang noun 1 marijuana, usually presumed to be from India. Urdu
for cannabis indica (Indian hemp), also used for a marijuana tea.
Known in various forms since 1598, modern usage and variant
spelling, ‘bang’, probably begins with hippies /NDIA, 1948. 2 @ mixture
of marijuana pollen and ghee for smoking Uk, 2002

bhang lassi noun yoghurt and marijuana combined in a drink noia,
2003

B head noun a barbiturate user or addict us, 1979

bhoy noun an Irishman involved in crime or political violence,
especially as ‘the Bhoys'. Irish pronunciation of ‘boy’ Uk: NORTHERN
IRELAND, 2001

bi noun a bisexual person us, 1956

bi adjective bisexual Us, 1956

bianc; beone; beyonek; beyong noun a shilling. From Italian
bianco (white) for the silver of the coin; these variations survived
in theatrical and gay society from mid-C19 until UK decimalisation
in 1971 Uk, 2002

Bianca blast noun oral sex performed with a mouth full of Bianca
mouth wash us, 1993

bib noun 1 in horse racing, a horse’s nose or head as a measure of a
close finish AUSTRALIA, 1989. 2 a tablet of MDMA, the recreational
drug best known as ecstasy Uk, 2003. » push your bib in; put
your bib in; stick your bib in to interfere AUSTRALIA, 1959

bib verb to sound a horn. A variation of conventional ‘beep’ Uk, 2004

bibby noun 1 a native woman or girl. A new spelling for obsolete
Anglo-Indian ‘bebee’ Uk 1975. 2 MUCUS BARBADOS, 1982
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bibby-dibby adjective petty, trivial, worthless vaica, 200z
bibi adjective bisexual Uk 2002

Bible noun 1 the truth us, 194s. 2 a fundamental source book, if not
the most authoritative reference book in a given field us, 1s93. 3 on
the railways, the book of company rules us, 1946. 4 in trucking, the
Interstate Commerce Commission’s book of regulations governing
trucking us, 1971. 5 the Harley-Davidson repair manual. Biker
(motorcyle) usage Us, 2001. 6 in a unionised work environment, the
union contract us, 1963. 7 in circus and carnival usage, a
programme Or souvenir magazine us, 19s1. 8 in the circus or
carnival, The Billboard, a business newspaper us, 1ss0. » the Bible
Glass’s Guide to Used Car Prices, first published in 1933. A special-
ist use for the motor trade Uk 1981

bibleback noun 1 a prisoner who has turned to religion, sincerely or
not us, 1972. 2 in the circus or carnival, a folding plank used for
grandstands us, 1950

Bible-basher; Bible-thumper noun an evangelical Christian us 1sss

bible-bashing adjective Christian, especially zealously so AUSTRALIA

1975

Bible belt noun 1 rural America, especially in the south, where
fundamentalist Christians dominate the culture us 1924. 2 the pol-
itical interests and constituency of the (Christian) religious right ux
2001, 3 any area with a fundamentalist Christian majority Uk, 2001

Bible belter noun a person from the rural mid-western or southern
US. Implies ignorance, gullibility and backwardness us, 1978

Bible bunny noun a Christian who is filled with spiritual joy us, 1598

Bible puncher noun in the armed services, a chaplain. Not recorded
until 1967 but suggested by BIBLE-PUNCHING, 1937 UK 191

Bible-punching noun a sermon, a religious talk. Also, now more
usually, used as an adjective UK 1937

Bible run noun in television and film making, a weekly print-out of
all production expenses Us, 199

Biblical neckline; Biblical top noun a low-cut neckline on an item
of ladies” wear that reveals generous amounts of cleavage, or
more. A pun on ‘Lo and behold!’. Possibly Australian in origin and,
when noted in 1984, was thought to have slipped into disuse by
the mid-1960s. It is currently alive and well in the UK in
comedian’s patter: ‘I see you're wearing your biblical top tonight
.. Lo and behold! And, yea, | can see the promised land. And,
hallelujah! = there is milk and honey! One on each tap’ UK, 1984

bic verb to understand. Vietnam war usage; a corrupted biet,
Vietnamese for ‘understand’ us, 1991

bicarb noun bicarbonate of soda us, 1922
bice; byce noun two, especially £2. From French bis (twice) Uk, 1937

bice and a roht; bice and a half noun in betting, odds of 5-2.
The literal sense is ‘two and a half’; in betting odds the 1" is
usually implied. From BICE (two) UK 1937

bicho noun the penis us, 197

bicky; bikky noun a biscuit Uk 1ss6

bicoastal adjective pertaining to the west and east coasts of the US.
Almost always used with a sense of mocking, hyper-formality us,
1984

bi-curious adjective interested in experimenting with bisexuality us
1990

bicycle noun 1 a sexually promiscuous female vk, 19s9. 2 a bisexual us,
1978. 3 in lowball poker, the lowest possible straight us, 19s1. 4in
electric line work, a chain drill used for drilling holes us, 19s0. » on
your bicycle in boxing, staying away from the opponent’s
punches by back pedalling us, 1936

bicycle verb 1 in television and film making, to work on multiple
projects simultaneously. In the days of silent films, to show a film
at several different theatres required transporting it from one
theatre to another, often by bicycle us 1977. 2 to ride a surfboard
with a wide stance us 1977

bicycle pump noun a large syringe. Korean war usage Us, 197

bid noun an old woman, especially one who complains or fusses. A
shortening of BIDDY UK, 1984

biddims noun trousers that are too short and narrow BARBADOS, 199

biddle move noun a manoeuvre by a cheat or a conjuror that
moves a selected playing card to the bottom of the deck uk 2003

biddy noun an old woman, usually one prone to complain and fuss
The dominant sense of the term in the US, with the older sense
of a 'young woman’ unknown us, 1938

bidness noun business. A Texas corrupted pronunciation of a Texas
activity us, 1984

biff noun 1 a blow, a hit, a whack us, 1s47. 2 fighting, especially
fighting on a sporting field AUSTRALIA, 1970. 3 in mountain biking, a
crash us, 1996. 4 in pinball, a forceful hit with the flipper us, 1977.
5 the vagina, the vulva Uk 1997. 6 a person deformed to some
degree by spina bifida. An offensive term used by schoolchildren
JK 2003. 7 a toilet us, 1942

biff verb 1 to hit someone or something Uk 1sss. 2 to throw
something NEW ZEALAND, 1964. 3 in computing, to inform someone
of incoming mail us, 1991. & to fail us, 1997

biffa adjective very ugly. Probably derives from US BIFFER (an
unattractive woman); however UK theories abound, including:
‘Biffo the Bear’ in the Beano comic from 1948, simply known as
‘Biffo’ by the 1990s; ‘Biffa Bacon’ in the later Viz comic; and the
familiar company name, ‘Biffa Waste Services’ Uk 2003

biffer noun 1 someone with a reputation as a hard hitter, especially
in sports Uk, 2003. 2 any implement used for hitting, whether
designed for such a purpose or improvised Uk 2003. 3 an
unattractive woman us, 1932

biffoe noun a rude and obnoxious person Uk, 1953
biffy noun a toilet us 7942
biffy adjective drunk ux 191

bifta noun 1 a marijuana cigarette; sufficient marijuana to make a
cigarette. Also Variant spellings ‘biftah’ or ‘bifter’ uk, 1996. 2 a ciga-
rette. Sometimes shortened to ‘bif’. Uk 199

big verb to impregnate someone us 1917

big adjective 1 generous. Often ironic, especially in the phrase ‘that’s
big of you’ us, 1934. 2 in darts, the larger of two sections of a
number on the dartboard. For example, the larger 6 section would
be ‘big six’ us 1950. » like a big dog to an extreme s 19s7.
» the big dish a big win. Australian gambling slang AUSTRALIA
1949. » too big for your boots conceited, self-important vk, g7

big adverb very successfully, to a great degree. Especially in the
phrase GO OVER BIG US, 1s9. B g0 over big to achieve great
SUCCESS US, 1962

Big A noun 1 AIDS Us, 1992. 2 in poker, an ace, especially when it is
the deciding card in a hand us, 19ss. » give someone the Big A
to dismiss, reject or sack someone. The 'big A" is a euphemism for
‘arse’ AUSTRALIA, 1976

Big A nickname 1 Eddie Arcaro (1916-1917), dominant jockey in
American horse racing from 1933 until 1962, one of only two
jockeys to win the Kentucky Derby five times. The ‘Big’ sobriquet
supplied a dose of irony when applied to a man who stood 5" 2"
and weighed 114 pounds us, 1937. 2 the Aqueduct Race Track in
Westbury, New York us, 1959. 3 the US federal penitentiary in
Atlanta, Georgia US, 1982

big air noun an impressive distance between a snowboarder and the
SNOW US, 1994

big an heavies noun Benson & Hedges™ cigarettes Uk SCOTLAND, 1988

big apple noun a cap with a big visor. In vogue during the ‘Superfly’
era of the early 1970s us, 1970

Big Apple nickname New York. Slang etymologists Gerald Cohen and
Barry Popik have researched the origins of the term extensively,
destroying along the way a number of popular yet false
etymologies. Cohen and Popik trace the first printed use of the
term to New York sportswriter John J. Fitzgerald, who heard the
term used by black racetrack stable hands us, 1921

big-arsed adjective big UK 2000

big-ass adjective very large us, 1957

big-ass bird noun the Boeing B-17 military aircraft us, 191
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big-assed adjective large Us, 1945
Big B nickname Berlin us, 1944
big bag noun a large bag of heroin; heroin us 199

big ball noun 1 in pool, an object ball that can be hit either directly
or on the rebound off a cushion. Because there are two ways to
hit it, it is a bigger target, hence a ‘big ball’ us, 1913. 2 in bowling, a
roll that forcefully hooks into the standing pins us, 1962

big baller noun a big spender s, 2001

big banger noun 2 motorcyle with a large one-cylinder engine us,
1965

big beast noun an important, powerful person Uk, 2000
big belly noun a B-52 bomber us, 1955

Big Ben noun 1 ten; ten pounds. Rhyming slang Uk 19s0. 2 the new,
large design hundred-dollar note minted in the late 1990s. The
‘Ben’ is an allusion to Benjamin Franklin, the C18 slang
lexicographer whose portrait graces the note us, 19%.

3 Benzedrine™ (amphetamine sulphate), a central nervous system
stimulant us, 1965. 4 in craps, a roll of ten. Rhyming slang us, 1999.
5 a prison siren that announces an escape or riot us, 1950. 6 the
penis. A visual pun from the London landmark uk 2001

Big Ben nickname the USS Franklin (heavily damaged off Japan on
19th March 1945, repaired and mothballed); the USS Bennington
(commissioned in 1944, decommissioned in 1970). The
Bennington was featured in the opening scene of the CBS
television programme Navy Log in 1956 and 1957 usS, 1954

Big Bertha noun an oversized slot machine used as a promotion
for hotel guests and to lure prospective gamblers into a casino us,
1984

Big Bertha nickname the Ringling Brothers, Barnum and Bailey
Circus us, 1973

big bikkies noun a large amount of money. From BICky, a
diminuitive form of ‘biscuit’ NEW ZEALAND, 1950

big bill noun a $100 note Us 1967

big bird noun a long prison sentence. A play on BIRD (LIME) (time
served in prison) and ‘Big Bird" a large puppet featured on Sesame
Street, a children’s television programme since 1969 Uk 2000

Big Bird noun in homosexual usage, a man with a large penis. An
allusion to a character on the children’s television programme
Sesame Street US, 1980

big bitch noun the prison sentence given to habitual criminals us,
1962

big bloke noun cocaine us, 1959

big blow noun a hurricane. Used by Australian fishermen and sailors
AUSTRALIA, 1944

Big Blue 82 noun a 12,540-pound BLU-82 bomb. A vicious anti-
personnel weapon, developed for vegetation clearing in Vietnam,
used again in the Persian Gulf war and Afghanistan us, 1991

big blue bin noun the outdoors, when surplus grain is stored there
CANADA, 1987

big-boobed adjective of a female, having generously proportioned
breasts us, 1970

big book noun in twelve-step recovery programmes such as
Alcoholics Anonymous, the book Alcoholics Anonymous, first
published in 1939 and still the central document of the recovery
rmovement Us, 1998

Big Bopper nickname J. P. Richardson (1930-59), a Texas disc jockey
in the early years of rock and roll whose hit recording of ‘Chantilly
Lace’ propelled him into performing stardom, which in turn
placed him on the small aeroplane ‘American Pie’ that carried
Buddy Holly and him to their death Uk 1952

big boss noun heroin us, 1972

big box noun a large chain of shops featuring a single type of
merchandise Us, 1993

big boy noun 1 a tank. Vietnam war usage. The bigger the tank and
the more weapons mounted on the tank, the more likely it was to
be called a ‘big boy’ us, 196s. 2 a marijuana cigarette Uk 1999

big brother noun 1 the penis, especially a large penis us, 19s. 2 the
erect penis us, 197

Big Brother noun used as the personification of all-encompassing
government authority. From George Orwell's 1949 novel 7984 Uk,

1949
big brown eye noun the female breast us 1971

big brownies noun MDMA, the recreational drug best known as
ecstasy. A variation of BROWNIE (@mphetamine or MDMA) that dis-
tinguishes SPEED from ECSTASY UK 1998

big bud noun a very popular variety of marijuana with heavy buds
UK, 2004

Big C noun 1 cancer US 1964. 2 cocaine Us, 1959. 3 commitment to a
relationship seen as something to be feared or avoided Uk 2003.
4 in citizens’ band radio slang, applied to many UK towns
beginning with C, specifically Caernarfon, Carlisle, Chichester or
Chippenham. This logic is continued throughout the alphabet, e.g.
‘big B by the sea’ (Brighton), ‘big D’ (Dorchester), ‘big W’
(Worthing); also, villages beginning with C become ‘little C" or, in
Scotland, ‘wee C" Uk 1981. 5 a female as an sexual object. A hint of
CUNT US, 1963. 6 a railway conductor us, 1968

big cage noun a prison us, 1949

big car, small dick; BCSD used for insulting someone who has a
large or expensive car. Used proverbially: a car is a phallic symbol
UK, 1999

big casino noun 1 the best that you can do; your greatest resource
Us, 1922. 2 cancer uUs, 1951. 3 any sexually transmitted infection us,
1943. & capital punishment, the death penalty uUs, 1960

big cat noun 1 a Jaguar car Uk 1981. 2 in poker, a hand comprised of
five cards between eight and king and no pairs among them. Also
known as ‘big tiger’ us, 1963

big Charlie noun 1 a2 CH-3C helicopter used during the Vietnam war
for counterinsurgency airlifts us, 1985. 2 an important white man us,
1968

big cheese noun the most important person in a given organisation
or enterprise US, 1974

big chicken dinner noun a bad conduct discharge. Playing with
initials: armed forces usage Us, 1991

big chief noun the hallucinogenic drug, mescaline us 1971

big conk, big cock used as a summary of the folk wisdom that

there is correlation between the size of a man’s nose and the size
of his penis Uk, 191

Big D noun 1 death us 1977. 2 LSD us 19s6. 3 the penis. D as in DICK
Us, 1998

big D nickname 1 Dallas, Texas us,
3 Denver, Colorado us, 1967

50. 2 Detroit, Michigan us, 1967.

big dad noun a senior drill instructor. Vietnam war usage s, 1991

big daddy noun 1 an immense wave us, 1977. 2 an important and
influential man us, 1948

Big Daddy nickname 1 Jesse Unruh (1922-1987), a Democratic
politican of great influence in California us, 1962. 2 Ed Roth
(1932-2001), the hot rod artist most famous for creating the Rat
Fink character in the early 1960s us, 196s. 3 Don Garlits (b.1932),
the dominant drag racing driver in the US from the early 1960s to
70s Us, 195. 4 the Federal Communications Commission uUs, 197

big dago noun a sandwich made on Italian bread us 1960

big dance in Newark noun in circus and carnival usage, a jocular
explanation for a small audience us, 19s1

big day noun visiting day in prison us, 1949

big dead one nickname later in the Vietnam war, the First Infantry
Division. A sad play on BIG RED ONE after heavy attrition through
casualties uUs, 1991

big deal noun a major issue; often ironic, occasionally as an
exclamation, used to dismiss such an issue as of little or no
importance Us, 1943

big Dick noun 1 in craps, a roll of ten. Often embellished to ‘big
Dick from Boston’, ‘big Dick from Battle Creek’, and ‘big Dick the
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ladies’ friend’. Gambling slang authority, the late Thomas Clark,
theorised that ‘dick’ came from the French dix. Another popular
folk etymology is that the original Big Dick was Boston dice
cheater Richard Mantell who was shot to death as he switched
dice while trying to shoot a ten. The addition of ‘the ladies” friend’
leaves little doubt as to the most probable etymology — ten inches
would indeed be big Us, 1904. 2 a 14-inch rocket Us, 1946

Big Dig noun a massive public works project in Boston,
Massachusetts, replacing an existing six-lane central arterial
motorway with an eight-to-ten lane underground expressway
directly beneath the existing road us, 19ss

big ditch nickname the Atlantic Ocean. A refinement of DITCH US, 1909

big dog noun in poker, a hand comprised of five cards between nine
and ace and no pairs among them us, 193

big dollar noun a great deal of money in any currency Uk, 2000

big drink noun an ocean, especially the Atlantic Ocean. The term
was first used to mean the Mississippi River; by the time it was
applied to the ocean, the river sense had receded s, 1883

big drive noun a powerful injection of a drug us, 1949

big duck noun in trucking, a Republic moving van us, 197

big duke noun in poker, especially hold 'em poker, a strong hand us,
1981

Big E noun 1 a dismissal, a rejection. The first letter of ELBOW (a
dismissal) uk 1982, 2 a railway engineer us, 1977

Big E nickname the USS Enterprise. Two aircraft carriers carried the
name Enterprise and the nickname ‘Big E’, the first commissioned
in 1936 and the second in 1961 uUs, 1942

big ears noun in the language of paragliding, an intentional
collapsing of both tips of the wing to increase speed uUs, 1992

Big Easy nickname New Orleans, Louisiana uUs, 1970

big eat; big heaps noun a feast; a great meal TRISTAN DA CUNHA, 1964

big eight noun in poker, four twos. A borrowing from the game of
craps us, 1988

big eights; big 8’s good wishes us 197

big enchilada noun the supreme leader. A term coined and

popularised by the Nixon White House during the Watergate
scandal us, 1973

big end noun 1 in drag racing, the end of the quarter-mile race
course where highest speeds are attained us, 1960s to 70s. 2 top speed.
Biker (motorcyle) usage Us, 2001

big-endian adjective in computing, denoting computer architecture
in which the most significant byte is found in the lowest address
US, 1991

big eye noun 1 a high-powered telescope, especially the one located
on Palomar Mountain, California us, 1949. 2 a Lockheed EC-121
Warning Star aircraft. Deployed in Vietnam to provide early
warning and communication relay; later redesignated the COLLEGE
EYE US, 1997. 3 insomnia. A common condition in Antarctica
because of the wild swings in daylight hours ANTARCTICA, 1959.
4 avarice BAHAMAS, 1982

big F the word ‘fuck’, in all uses o, 2002

big fat noun a large marijuana cigarette Uk, 2001

big fat one noun a large marijuana cigarette Uk 2001
big-feeling adjective inordinately proud cAnADA, 1958

big fella noun the penis. An obvious, perhaps boastful, variation of
OLD FELLOW UK 2007

big fellow noun a law enforcement official of the US federal
government us, 1974

big fish noun a very important person or thing us, 183

big fish, little fish, cardboard box noun the hand movements
that characterised techno-style dancing in the early 1990s Uk, 2001

big flake noun cocaine ux 1995

big foot noun 1 a prominent, highly visible journalist or columnist,
especially one covering politics us, 19s0. 2 an inflammation of the
foot JAMAICA, 2003

big foot country noun the deep, rural south of the US us, 1974

big fours; big 4’s yes, emphatically. Citizens’ band radio slang us
1976

big friend noun a bomber aircraft us, 1946

big fucking deal noun a major issue. An elaboration of BIG DEAL.
Often used to dismiss something as not being a major issue us,
1977

big full noun in poker, a hand consisting of three aces and two kings.
This hand represents the best possible variation of the hand
conventionally known as a ‘full house’ us, 1978

big G noun God us, 1981

big general noun in a bar dice game, a first roll showing five dice of
the same denomination uUs, 1974

Big George noun a twenty-five cent piece us, 1973

biggie noun 1 a big deal; something of consequence or difficulty
Often in the negative: 'no biggie’ uUs 1945. 2 an important person
Us, 1926. 3 a big-name actor who can be counted on to draw a large
audience us, 1926. 4 an act of defecation. Children’s vocabulary nvew
ZEALAND, 1994. 5 marijuana Uk, 2003. 6 a 26-ounce bottle of rum
GUYANA, 1978

big girl noun an effeminate, weak and/or cowardly male AUSTRALIA, 1986

big girl’s blouse noun an effeminate, weak and/or cowardly male Uk
71969

big girls’ board noun the London variety of dartboard. Used with
derision by Manchester board players Uk 19s0

biggity adverb in a haughty, arrogant or conceited way Us 1880

big green noun in sporting and music events, corporate Sponsors us,
1992

biggums adjective overweight us 1994

big gun noun a large surfboard designed for big-wave conditions
AUSTRALIA, 1963

biggun noun anything big. A shortening of ‘big one’; either
deliberately jocular or matter-of-factly ux, 1971

Big H noun heroin us, 1953

big hair noun an extravagant, large-sized hairdo us, 1973

Big Harry noun heroin. An elaboration of HARRY (heroin) on the
model of BIG H (heroin) us, 1975

big hat noun a local state trooper. From the wide-brimmed hats
formerly worn by many state troopers uUs, 197

big hat, no cattle used for describing someone who appears the
part but has no substance us, 1977

big head noun 1 a conceited, arrogant or haughty person s, 7s46.
2 arrogance, excessive pride uUs, 1992

big-headed adjective conceited, arrogant, haughty us 1967
big heaps noun a large meal ANTARCTICA, 1964
big hit verp to defecate. Rhyming slang for SHIT AUSTRALIA, 1960

big hitter noun 1 an important, influential or powerful person. From
the sporting sense Uk, 2002. 2 a sportsperson who strikes a ball
especially hard with a bat, club or racket, etc Uk 2002

big hole noun 1 the emergency stop position on a railway air brake
Us, 1931. 2 in trucking, the position of the gear shift with the most
gear combinations us, 1942

big hook noun a wrecking crane us, 1929

big house noun 1 a prison. Usually follows ‘the’ us, 1913. 2 a crown
court Uk 1996. 3 a mental hospital; any large, impersonal,
threatening institution. Extended from an earlier usage (a
workhouse) UK, 1984

Big House noun » the Big House New Scotland Yard uk 2001

big Huey; big Huey Long noun a long prison sentence. An allusion

to Huey Long, former governor of Louisiana reputed to have
advocated harsh prison sentences NEW ZEALAND, 1999

big idea noun a bad idea us, 190

Big Inch nickname a pipeline from east Texas to the northeast states,
built 1942-43. The success of the project — and its naughty-
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sounding nickname - gave birth to the ‘Little Big Inch’ (Texas to
New Jersey, 1943-44) and 'Big Inch-by-Inch” (Edmonton to British
Columbia, 1951-53) us, 1947

big iron noun 1 a large car us 1975. 2 a large, powerful, fast, expensive
computer us, 1991

Big J nickname Juarez, Mexico Us, 1970

big jobs noun an act of defecation; excrement. Thus ‘to do big jobs’;
childish vk 1971

Big Joe noun a novice, especially a military recruit us, 1947
Big Joe from Boston noun in craps, a ten us 1957

big John noun a police officer, the police; used mainly by black
teenagers s, 1980

Big John nickname the John Hancock Center, Chicago, lllinois us, 1997
big juicer noun a powerful, all-night AM radio station us, 1976
Big K nickname Korea us, 1970

big kahuna noun a top leader. From a Hawaiian term for ‘priest’ or
‘wise man’ us, 199

984

Big L noun 1 love us, 1987. 2 a loser us,

Big L nickname 1 Lubbock, Texas us, 1976. 2 the federal penitentiary in
Leavenworth, Kansas us, 1970. 3 the offshore ‘pirate’ radio station,
Radio London, that broadcast off the Essex coast from 1964 until it
was forced off the air on 14th August 1967 UK 2004

big-league verb to associate with important, influential, connected
or rich people Us, 1999

big-league adjective powerful, influential, important us, 1919

big leagues noun a high level in any field. Also used in the singular
Us, 1941

big legs noun a generous spender Us, 1987

Big M noun 1 morphine us, 1959. 2 a million pounds. Dates from a
time in the C20 when a million pounds was less commonplace Uk,
1978. 3 mMarriage us, 196

Big M nickname Memphis, Tennessee Us, 1976

Big Mac noun a large area of grazed skin. Skateboarders’ slang; from
the similarity of appearance to a branded hamburger Uk 1998

big mama noun the ocean us, 1991
Big Man noun God UK, 2002

big man on campus noun a socially prominent student. Initially
used with respect, but often in later years with irony, if not scorn
US, 1930s to 70s

big meeting in the sky noun heaven as characterised by those who
are part of twelve-step recovery programmes such as Alcoholics
Anonymous us, 1998

Big Mo nickname the USS Missouri us, 1945

big mother noun a Sikorsky SH-3 helicopter used by the US Navy in
Vietnam for search and rescue missions us, 1990

big mouth noun an indiscreet, boastful or overly verbose person; a
quality of indiscreet talkativeness us, 1ss9

big mover noun a person who s, either consistently or on a specific
occasion, highly successful AUSTRALIA, 1969

Big Muddy nickname 1 the Mississippi River us 1s4. 2 the Missouri
River us, 1825

big nickel noun five hundred dollars us, 1961

big noise noun 1 an important and influential person us 1906. 2'in
poker, the alpha player at a table us, 199

big-note verb in betting, to exaggerate your status or bankroll
AUSTRALIA, 1989

big-noter noun a zealous horse racing fan AUSTRALIA 1967
big-note yourself verb to overstate your importance AUSTRALIA, 1953

bignum noun any very large number, especially if greater than
2,147 483,648 UsS, 1983

big number noun in drag racing, 200 miles per hour, first officially
recorded on 12th July, 1964 us, 198

big NUMBER-oh noun a birthday ending with a zero, especially 30,
40 and 50. For instance, 50 is the ‘big-five-oh’, us 1950

Big O noun 1 an orgasm us, 196s. 2 opium; heroin us, 1957. 3 a railway
conductor. From the labour organisation name ‘Order of Railroad
Conductors’ Us, 1930

Big O nickname 1 Okinawa, Japan us, 1972. 2 Omaha, Nebraska s, 197

big on adjective especially enthusiastic about something; considering
something to be particularly important us, 1864

big one noun 1 one hundred dollars us, 1967. 2 one million dollars us,
1967. 3 one thousand dollars us 1ss3. 4 in prison, one pound (£1) UK
2000. 5 World War 2 us 1971. 6 in horse racing, the race on a given
day with the highest prize money AUSTRALIA, 19s9. 7 the Ringling
Brothers, Barnum and Bailey circus us, 1973. 8 a substantial lie Uk
1984

big orange pill noun during the war in Vietnam, the anti-malarial
pill taken once a week in addition to the daily medication.
Chloroquine-primaquine was taken weekly in the form of a large,
orange-coloured pill us, 1991

bigot noun in computing, a person who is irrationally attached to a
particular operating system or computer language us, 1991

big ouch noun a serious injury us, 1962
big outpatient department in the sky noun death us, 1959

Big Owe nickname the Olympic Stadium in Montreal, built for the
1976 Games CANADA, 2002

big ox noun on the railways, a freight train conductor us, 1977

big pond noun 1 the Atlantic Ocean. An ironic understatement of
the distance between the UK and the US; ‘great pond’, an earlier
variation, is recorded from 1641 us, 1833. 2 during the Vietnam war,
the Pacific Ocean. Playing on the use of the term since the 1830s
to refer to the Atlantic Ocean us, 1991

big PX in the sky noun death. Vietnam war usage, grim humour
based on many cheerful euphemisms for death as a ‘big [fill in
the blank] in the sky’ us, 1991

Big Q nickname the San Quentin State Prison, California. Just north
of San Francisco, San Quentin houses California’s death chamber
us, 1961

big quid noun a great deal of money. Pre-1966, a ‘quid’ was a one-
pound note; its usage did not change with the change to
Australian dollars, referring to money in general AUSTRALIA, 1959

Big R noun 1 during the Korean war, rotation home. Distinguished
from the conventional R AND R (rest and recreation) us, 190. 2 in
trucking, a Roadway Express truck us, 1976

big red noun 1 secobarbitol, a sedative-hypnotic drug marketed
under the brand name Seconal™ us, 2007. 2 adriamycin, an
extremely toxic agent used in chemotherapy US, 1994. 3 in craps, a
one-roll bet on a seven. If the shooter rolls a seven, he loses; ‘big
red” thus serves as a diplomatic way to bet that the shooter will
lose on the next roll us, 1931. 4 the desert sun us, 1991

Big Red One nickname the First Infantry Division, US Army. The
Division’s patch is a big red number one us, 1970

big red wrench noun in hot rodding and motor racing, an
oxyacetylene cutting torch us, 1993

big rig noun a large tractor trailer with eighteen or more wheels us,
1986

Big Rock nickname the US federal penitentiary on Alcatraz Island, San
Francisco Bay us 1970

big rush noun cocaine Uk 199

bigs noun 1 in pool, the striped balls numbered 9 to 15 us, 19%0.
2 cigarettes Us, 1997

bigs-and-littles noun in hot rodding, the combination of large rear
tyres and small front tyres us, 1993

big shit noun 1 an important person, if only in their own eyes us
1934. 2 an important event or thing us, 190

big shot noun an important and influential person us, 1927
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big shotgun noun a 106 mm recoilless rifle, developed during the
Korean war and used extensively by the US Marines in Vietnam us,
1991

big-six talk noun talk unsupported by action us, 1o

big sleep noun death; capital punishment us, 1951

big slick noun in hold 'em poker, an ace and a king as the first two
cards dealt to a player us, 1981

Big Smoke noun 1 any large city or town. Originally Australian
Aboriginal pidgin AUSTRALIA, 1848. 2 any city in British Columbia
CANADA, 1989

Big Smoke nickname 1 the city of Sydney AUSTRALIA, 1959. 2 Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania us, 1930

big snip noun a vasectomy CANADA 2002

big spark noun an electric shock administered in a hospital to a
patient whose heart has failed in an attempt to revive the heart us,

1994

90

big spit; long spit noun the act of vomiting; vomit AUSTRALIA, 1967.
» go for the big spit to vomit AUSTRALIA, 19
big stick noun the large aerial ladder used by firefighters us, 1963

big stuff noun 1 any very important or influential person us, 1917.
2 artillery, artillery fire. Vietnam war usage US, 1991

big-style adverb very much; completely, absolutely ux 1999

big tender noun a scene in a pornographic film when the partici-
pants hug each other us, 1991

big-ticket adjective expensive; representing a major purchase us, 1945

big time noun 1 the highest level of achievement in a field.
Originally theatrical us, 1970. 2 a long sentence to state prison us,
1939. 3 heroin us 1977, » get big time to put on airs, to assume a
‘posh’ accent. Used by a Midlands professional man, in a BBC
Radio 4 programme on class distinction, 4th February 1980 UK 1950

big-time verb to show off us, 1957

big time aaverb very much, entirely, utterly. The term got a big
boost in the US during the 2000 presidential election when
Republican vice-presidential candidate Dick Cheney concurred with
candidate Bush’s assessment of a New York Times reporter as a
‘major-league asshole’ by mumbling ‘Yeah, big time’ at a
campaign stop in Naperville, lllinois, on 4th September. A live
microphone picked up the insults, giving ‘big time” its fifteen
minutes of fame us, 1957

Big Tom noun in a carnival ball-throwing game, a big stuffed cat
target that has been weighted and is thus hard to knock down us,

71981

big top noun a prison, especially a maximume-security state prison us,

1955

Big T-Owe nickname the sports stadium in downtown Toronto, which
loses money CANADA, 2002

big train noun in horse racing, a great racehorse Us, 1951

big trip noun a holiday to Britain and Europe. For many Australians
such a holiday is only taken once in a lifetime AUSTRALIA, 1978

big truck adjective Of lesbians, ‘manly’, masculine. Probably inspired
Dy DIESEL (@ ‘manly’ lesbian) Uk, 2003

big Turk noun an ostrich. Circus and carnival usage Us, 1981
big twenty noun a 20-year career in the armed forces Us, 1991

big twist noun an occasion for celebration; an outstanding success
AUSTRALIA, 1959

Big Two nickname \World War 2 US, 1961

big up noun 1 very positive agreement Uk, 2002. 2 a socially prominent
DErson BARBADOS, 199

big up verb to boost, to promote something, to show off, to praise
something UK, 1994

big-up adjective pregnant BAHAMAS, 1995

Big V noun a vasectomy CANADA, 2002

Big V nickname Vietnam us, 1972

big wheel noun a prominent, powerful and important person us, 1942

big white chief; great white chief noun your boss; a person of
importance in a superior or most superior position. A casually
racist, supposedly jocular usage, modelled on Native American
Indian speech UK 1937

big white telephone noun the toilet bowl when vomiting into it
AUSTRALIA, 1985

big whoop! used to mock the importance of what has just been
said Us, 1981

bigwig noun a person of high rank or position or money Uk 1731
big win noun complete luck us, 1991

big yard noun the main vard in a prison where the general popu-
lation mingles for recreation us, 1987

bijou adjective small, as a positive characteristic. Adopted from
French bijou (small); used widely of houses and other buildings,
and with greater variation in homosexual society Uk, 1860

bijoux noun jewels. Directly from French bjjoux Uk 1992

bike noun 1 a promiscuous woman. Suggests ‘easy availability for a
ride’. Often in compound as ‘office bike’, ‘school bike’, ‘town
bike’, ‘village bike’, etc.; occasionally, if reputation demands, ‘the
bike" AUSTRALIA, 1945. 2 @ motorcyle police officer us 1958. 3 in
harness racing, a two-wheeled horse drawn vehicle for one person,
used for training or for racing us, 1994. & in lowball poker, a
sequence from five down to ace us, 1973

bike chemist noun a person who uses his knowledge of chemistry
to manufacture illegal drugs us, 1992

bike doc noun in mountain biking, a bicycle mechanic us, 1592

biker noun a person who rides a motorbike. In Australia generally
used as distinct from ‘bikie’ (a member of a motorcycle gang) us
1968

bike space noun the vagina. From the phrase ‘| know WHERE I'D LIKE

TO PARK MY BIKE', said by a man considering a woman as a sexual
object Uk, 2001

bikie noun a member of a motorcyle gang AUSTRALIA, 1967

bikie chick noun a female member, or associate of a member, of a
motorcycle gang AUSTRALIA, 1994

bikini bar noun a sex club where the dancer strips down to her
bikini us, 198

bikini wax noun an application of hot wax to remove a woman'’s
pubic hair us, 1982

bilged adjective worn out, tired s, 1938
bilingual adjective bisexual us 1964

bill noun 1 a dollar us, 1915. 2 one hundred dollars Us, 7929. 3 the nose
Us, 1952 I>see: BILLY WHIZZ. » do a bill to spend one hundred
dollars us 1972. » the bill the police. Abbreviated from oLD BILL;
can also be used of a single police-officer in the sense of
representing the whole organisation. Widespread usage popularised
since 1985 by UK television police drama The Bill UK 1969 I>see:
OLD BILL

Bill! used as a warning that police are near us, 1998

billabong noun » on the billabong unemployed and camped by a
waterhole, especially in Western Australia and the Northern
Territories AUSTRALIA, 1978

billabonger noun an unemployed, homeless person who camps by
a waterhole, especially in Western Australia and the Northern
Territories AUSTRALIA, 1978

billards noun the testicles AUSTRALIA 1983

Bill Blass noun crack cocaine. Quite why the name of American
fashion designer Bill Blass (1920-99) should be used for this drug
IS uncertain us, 199

Bill Clinton noun an act of oral sex on a man. In the late 1990s the
US Presidency of William Jefferson Clinton (b.1946) was nearly
brought down by a sex scandal that involved the President with
Whitehouse intern Monica Lewinsky. Bill Clinton denied ‘sexual
relations with that woman’ but eventually admitted that fellatio
had occurred and ‘a relationship with Miss Lewinsky that was not
appropriate’ us, 1999
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Bill Daley noun » on the Bill Daley in horse racing, having taken
the lead at the start of the race and held it for the entire race us,

1932

billfold biopsy noun a hospital’s analysis of the ability of a patient
seeking admission to pay their bill us 1986

Bill from the Hill nickname the Notting Hill police. An elaboration
of THE BILL (the police) Uk 199%

Billie Hoke noun cocaine. A personification based on COKE US, 1959
billies; billys noun money us, 1952

bills noun 1 money us, 1997. 2 the game of pool us, 1992

bill shop noun a police station. From THE BILL (the police) Uk, 1977

bill stickers noun underpants. Rhyming slang for ‘knickers’,
sometimes shortened to ‘bills” Uk, 1992

Bill Wyman; bill; wyman noun the hymen. Rhyming slang, based
on the name of Rolling Stone bassist Bill Wyman (b.1936) uk, 2002

billy noun 1 a2 metal pail with a handle used for boiling water, making
tea, cooking, etc, over a fire when camping or in the bush. A
quintessential item of the Australian bush. Scottish English had
(c.1828 Scottish National Dictionary) ‘billy-pot” as ‘a cooking
utensil” and this is probably the origin. Not, as variously
conjectured, from French bouilli ‘boiled’, nor Wiradjuri (an eastern
Australian Aboriginal language) billa ‘water’, nor the proper name
Billy AUSTRALIA, 1849. 2 @ police officer’s blackjack or club, a
truncheon s, 1850. 3 a warning signal IRELAND, 1976. 4 a bong (a
water-pipe) for smoking marijuana. A play on ‘billabong’ (a water
hole) AUSTRALIA 1988 I>see: BILLY WHIZZ. » boil the billy to stop
for a break and make tea in a billy. Occasionally used to mean to
make tea not in a billy but an electric kettle or the like AUSTRALIA

1867

Billy Bowleg noun the personification of a Seminole Indian us, 1952

Billy-boy; billy nickname a Protestant, especially a supporter of
Glasgow Rangers football club. This goes back to William of
Orange, and is now most familiar from the song (to the tune of
‘Marching Through Georgia’) which is used as a football battle-
hymn: ‘Hurrah! Hurrah! We are the Billy Boys; / Hurrah! Hurrah!
We make a lot of noise; / We're up to here, we never fear — we all
are Billy’s sons, / We are the Glasgow Billy Boys. / We belong to
Glasgow, we're Orange and we're true / Scotland is our country,
our colours white and blue, / We're Protestants and proud of it ,
we're known near and far, / Glasgow Billy Boys they call us.” uk
SCOTLAND, 1935

Billy Bragg; billy noun 1 an act of sexual intercourse. Rhyming
slang for sHAG, formed from the name of the UK singer and politi-
cal activist (b.1957) Uk, 2003. 2 stolen goods. Rhyming slang for
SWAG, formed from the name of the UK singer and political activist
(b.1957) UK, 2004

Billy Bunter; billy noun 1 a customer, especially of discreet or illegal
services. Rhyming slang for PUNTER; from the fictional schoolboy
created by Frank Richards (Charles Hamilton 1876-1961) uk, 1992.
2 a shunter. Hauliers’ rhyming slang Uk, 1951

Billy Button noun any foolish person who works without assurances
that he will be paid for his work VIRGIN ISLANDS, US., 19%

billy can noun 1 a can used for making coffee AUSTRALIA, 1885. 2 @
metal pail with a handle used for boiling water, making tea,
cooking etc, over a fire when camping or in the bush AUSTRALIA, 1870

billy cart noun a child’s toy racing cart. From ‘billy’ as ‘a male goat’,
originally billycarts were hitched to goats and raced AUSTRALIA, 1923

Billy Fury noun a jury. Rhyming slang, formed from the name of the
popular UK singer, 1940-83 UK, 2004

billy goat noun 1 a tufted beard. From the similarity between the
wearer’s facial hair and that of a male goat Uk, 182, 2 in horse
racing, the totalisator. Rhyming slang for ‘tote’ AUSTRALIA, 1989. 3 in
trucking, the 318 horsepower Detroit diesel engine us, 1971

Billy Guyatt noun a diet. Rhyming slang, sometimes shortened to
‘Billy" AUSTRALIA, 1989

billy lid noun a kid. Rhyming slang AUSTRALIA, 1988

Billy No-Bird noun a man who is characteristically without a
girlfriend Uk, 2001

Billy No-Mates noun a friendless person Uk, 2003

billyo noun » like billyo at great speed vk 1ss5. B to billyo to
hell; to blazes AUSTRALIA, 1939

Billy Ocean noun suntan lotion. Rhyming slang, formed from the
name of popular Trinidad-born singer (b.1950) Uk, 2003

billys noun ©>see: BILLIES

Billy’s Slough nickname a town named Williams Lake in British
Columbia CANADA, 1989

billy tea noun tea made in a billy AUSTRALIA 1890

Billy Whizz; Billy Whiz; billy; bill noun an amphetamine. wHizz
(amphetamine) disguised as cartoon strip character Billy Whizz,
whose adventures started in the Beano in 1964 UK 1985

billy willy noun a symptomatic reduction in the size of a penis
caused by amphetamine use. A combination of BILLY (WHIZZ)
(amphetamine) and WILLY (the penis) UK 2003

bim noun 1 a shortened form of ‘bimbo’ Us, 1925. 2 a police officer us,

1971
Bim and Bam noun two inseparable friends TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1987

bimbette noun a young, mindless, attractive woman. A diminuitive
of the more widely known BIMBO US, 195

bimble verb to wander without purpose. A variation of ‘bumble’ (to
idle), perhaps with reference to BIMBO (‘a dupe’, hence ‘mindless’)
UK 1987

bimbo noun 1 2 well-built, attractive, somewhat dim woman. An
offensive term us, 1920. 2 a dupe Uk, 2002

bimph noun toilet paper. A variation on ‘bumph’ (paperwork) which
is derived from BUM FODDER UK 2002

bin noun 1 a pocket Uk 1936. 2 a hospital or other institution for the
treatment of psychiatric problems and mental illness. Abbrevation
of LOONY BIN UK 1938. 3 a cell in a prison or a police station Uk 1977.
» the bins a Goodwill Industry’s used clothing store, where used
clothing is sold by the pound us, 1997

bin verb 1 to throw something away. Reduced from the sense ‘to
throw in the rubbish bin” uk 1997. 2 to finish with a friend or a
lover. From the sense ‘to throw away’ Uk, 2001. 3 to dismiss
someone or something; to abandon someone or something ux,
1995

bind noun a bore, a nuisance. Originally Royal Air Force use Uk 1930

binders noun brakes. Used in many contexts, from military transport
to trains to drag racing Uk, 1942

bindi-eye; bindii noun any of various native spiny Australian plants;
also, the introduced South American plant, Solvia sessilis, a
common lawn weed having sharp prickles; hence, one of these
prickles. The word comes from the Australian Aboriginal languages
Kamilaroi and Yuwaalaraay AUSTRALIA, 18%

bindle noun 1 heroin. From an earlier sense a (portion of drugs) Uk
2003. 2 @ portion or packet of drugs. After an obsolete term for ‘a
vagrant’s bundle’ us, 1934

bindle stiff noun a migratory worker; a tramp us, 1897

bine noun a cigarette; an act of smoking a cigarette. Shortened from
the brand name Woodbine™ but used generically Uk 1975

bing noun 1 jail, especially solitary confinement in jail us, 7932. 2 an
injection with a hypodermic needle and syringe us, 1978. 3 crack
cocaine; a piece of crack cocaine us, 1994

bing! used as a sound effect for something that happens instantly.
Probably echoic of a bell Uk, 2001

binge noun a period of heavy drinking or drug-taking; a drinking
spree. From dialect sense to soak’ UK 1854

binge verb 1 to eat or drink to excess Uk 1854. 2 t0 use crack cocaine
heavily. From the sense ‘to drink heavily’ Uk, 1998

binger noun 1 a deep inhalation of marijuana smoke filtered through
a water-pipe US, 1993. 2 a drug addict, especially of crack cocaine.
Extended from BINGE (to heavily use crack cocaine) Uk 199s. 3 a
losing bet. Glasgow slang Uk: SCOTLAND, 1985

bingey; bingy; binghi; binjey noun the stomach, the belly. Of
Aboriginal origin AUSTRALIA, 1926
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bingle noun 1 2 motor accident causing only minor damage and not
resulting in injury AUSTRALIA, 1970. 2 a dent or crack in a surfboard
AUSTRALIA, 1966

bingo noun 1 a cheap wine. The exclamation ‘bingo’ alludes to the
sudden effect of the drink CANADA, 1963. 2 @ prison riot us, 1992

bingo verb t0 inject a drug intravenously us 1992

bingo adjective (0f a plane’s fuel tank) with just enough fuel to reach
home base us, 1956

bingo! used for emphasis or for registering pleasurable surprise,
success, excitement UK, 1927

bingo boy noun a young alcoholic Us 1946

bingo wing noun a pendulous spread of flabby upper arm that is
characteristic of some older women Uk, 2002

bings noun crack cocaine Uk 1998

binky noun 1 a baby's dummy (pacifier) that a heroin user has
converted into a squeeze bulb for injecting a dose of heroin
through an eye dropper and needle into the vein. From the
common childrens” nickname for a dummy us, 19s9. 2 marijuana; a
marijuana cigarette Uk, 2003

binocs noun binoculars us, 1943

bin off verb to set something aside, to discard something. Teen
slang Uk, 2002

binos noun binoculars us 197

bin rat noun a supply clerk in the Royal Canadian Air Force CANADA,
1995

bins noun a pair of spectacles, glasses; binoculars; hence, the eyes.
Abbreviated from ‘binoculars’; also variant ‘binns’ Uk, 198

bint noun 1 a girlfriend, a young woman. From Arabic bint (a
daughter), often combined with a critcal adjective to derogatory
effect Uk 1855. 2 @ promiscuous woman. Derogatory Uk, 1855

bio noun a biography us 1947
bio adjective excellent s, 1934

bio break noun a visit to the toilet. A euphemism popular with the
more jargon-friendly computer-users, 1998

biog noun a biography s, 1942

biologist noun a person whose interest in companionship is primar-
ily sexual us, 1973

biopic noun a biographical film us, 1951
bip noun the head; the brain us 1947

bip verb 1 to break into a house while the housewife is outside
hanging laundry on the line to dry. An abbreviation of SCALLYBIP US,
1972. 210 simultaneously take heroin and cocaine into the body
through the nose 2002

bipe verb to break and enter the dwelling of another while they
sleep, with the intent of stealing Us, 19950

bippy noun used as a jocular euphemism for ‘ass’. Coined and
popularised by Rowan and Martin on the television programme
Laugh-In (NBC,1968—-73); a wildly popular word for several years,
the key word in the title of the 1969 Rowan and Martin film The
Maltese Bippy, and then abandoned on the junk heap of slang us,
1967

bird noun 1 a young woman; a sweetheart. First used in C14; not
considered a slang term until C19 when it also meant ‘a
prostitute’ (obsolete by 1920). Primarily a British term, but briefly
popular in the US in the late 1960s UK 183s. 2 the vagina Us, 1963.
3 an ordinary fellow. Also known as an ‘old bird’ us, 7839. 4 the
penis Us, 1969. 5 a homosexual man us, 195. 6 a 25-cent piece Us,
1949. 7 a surfer who uses any bird or wings as his surfboard logo us,
j985. 8 a police informer. From the sense of STOOL PIGEON and SING
CANADA, 2002. 9 a certainty. A shortening of DEAD BIRD AUSTRALIA, 1941.
10 in horse racing, a horse that as seen as likely to win a race
AUSTRALIA, 1989. 11 @ twenty-five cent betting token us, 1974. 12 a
gesture of the middle finger, meaning ‘fuck you’ us 197. 13 an
amphetamine tablet us, 1992. 14 a kilogram of cocaine uUs, 2002.
15 Wild Turkey™ whisky s 79g4. 16 an aeroplane us, 1918. 17 a
helicopter us, 2001. 18 a Ford Thunderbird car us 1976. 19 a Pontiac

Firebird car us, 1975 >see: BIRD LIME. » for the birds 1 no good,
shoddy us, 1944. 2 trivial; not worthy of intelligent interest us, 1951.
» out of your bird insane ux 207 » the bird 1 negative
criticism. Originally theatrical; now usually phrased ‘get the bird’
or ‘give the bird" Uk 1884. 2 @ vocal demonstration of complete
disapproval Uk 1952

Bird nickname Charlie Parker (1920—1955), the jazz legend credited as
an originator of bebop, the jazz style that followed the big band
swing era us, 1946

bird bandit noun a womaniser Uk 1954

birdbath noun 1 a cursory washing of the body using little water us,
7953. 2 the area in a military motor pool where vehicles are
washed. Coined in Vietnam us, 1980

birdbrain noun a human who gives the impression of possessing a
bird-size brain; a fool us, 1933

bird-brained adjective foolish; not-clever-enough; stupid uk 1922

birdcage noun 1 the anus us, 1972. 2 a used car lot, especially one
surrounded by chicken wire NEW ZEALAND, 1998. 3 @ mounting
enclosure at a racecourse. So named as it is often surrounded by a
wire mesh fence AUSTRALIA, 1893. & in harness racing, the enclosure
where horses are paraded before events us, 1997. 5 an air control
tower Us, 195. 6 a railway lantern us, 1945. 7 a VOIVO car UK 1981. 8 in
motor racing, a chassis made of many small pieces of tubing or a
tubular roll bar structure us, 196s. 9 a box used for storing dice uUs,
1962

Birdcages noun » the Birdcages the first legislative buildings in
Victoria, British Columbia. So described because of their gimcrack
architectural elaboration; now all obliterated. CANADA, 1968

bird circuit noun a prolonged group tour of gay bars; the bars
themselves us, 1956

bird colonel; full-bird colonel noun in the US Army, a full colonel.
From the eagle insignia us, 1946

bird course noun an easy course in university CANADA, 2002

bird dog noun 1 a scout Us 1929. 2 in professional sports, a talent
scout or a scout’s associates who let him know about players who
may be prospects for professional play us, 1950. 3 a person who
provides information about potential victims to a thief or group of
thieves us, 1977. 4 a person who solicits players for gambling,
whether in a casino or a private poker game uUs, 1949. 5 in the used
car business, either a customer who has been referred to a
salesman or the person doing the referring us, 1975. 6 in a two-car
police speed-monitoring unit, the car that chases down speeding
cars or trucks based on radar readings in the second car us, 1971.
7 a navigational device in planes that points in the direction of a
radio signal us, 1956

bird-dog verb 1 to flirt with another’s date us, 1941. 2 to look for, find
and return with someone or something uUs, 1943

bird egg noun an amphetamine tablet us, 1993

bird feeder noun in trucking, the air-intake pipe us, 1971
bird food noun inferior quality marijuana us, 2001

bird head noun a type of LSD Uk, 2003

bird house noun a jail or prison us 1949

birdie noun 1 a passive, effeminate male homosexual Us, 1921. 2 a
bird, especially a small bird. Childish uk 1792. 3 an aircraft. Used by
the Australian Army in Korea, 1951 =53 AUSTRALIA, 1958

birdie powder noun any powdered drug, such as heroin or cocaine
Us, 1992

bird in a cage noun the rank of Specialist 5 in the US Army. From
the eagle under a curved stripe on the chevron us, 198

bird lime; bird noun 1 a sentence of imprisonment. Rhyming slang
for TIME. The abbreviation is used especially in ‘do bird" (to serve a
prison sentence) Uk, 1s57. 2 by extension, a personal history of
imprisonment. Rhyming slang for TIME Uk 1857

birdman noun a prisoner. A combination of BIRD (LIME) (a prison
sentence) and ‘man’, playing on famous convict ‘the Birdman of
Alcatraz’ UK 199

bird nest noun a person’s room, apartment or house us, 1973
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bird of paradise noun the US armed forces insignia designating
honourable discharge us, 1946

bird sanctuary noun any institution where traffic violators who are
under pursuit are free from further pursuit once they pass the
gates us, 1962

birdseed noun 1 nonsense us, 1209, 2 a small amount of money us,
1982

bird’s eye noun a small dose of heroin us, 1972

bird shit noun a paratrooper. From the jocular tease that only two
things fall from the sky, paratroopers and bird shit us 1991

bird’s nest noun 1 pubic hair that can be seen to extend from the
crotch to the navel; pubic hair. Homosexual use; tangled imagery
Us, 1972. 2 in the Royal Navy, a WRNS' cabin. A member of the
Women's Royal Naval Service is popularly known as a Wren, hence
this pun; remembered from World War 2 but not recorded until
1984 Uk 1984. 3 the chest, especially (of a man) if hairy. Rhyming
slang, but also partly from the imagery. Uk 1970. 4 a hole in the
upholstery of the driver’s seat of a car from long use and too
much weight us, 1992

bird speed adverb extremely fast BARBADOS, 1965

bird-turd verb to disparage someone or something; to speak with a
lack of sincerity. A close relation of CHICKENSHIT US, 1947

bird watcher noun a man given to the practice of watching girls go
by. A pun on BIRD (a young woman) UK 1984

bird watching noun (used of young males) looking sensually and
whistling at passing young women TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1995

birdwood noun a cigarette us, 1944

birdyback noun containers or trailers shipped by air. A poor
borrowing from PIGGYBACK US, 2003

biri noun >see: BEEDI
birk noun a mentally slow person us, 197 1>see: BERK

birling adjective drunk. From Scottish dialect bir/ (to spin) Uk
SCOTLAND, 1988

biro noun a ballpoint pen used as an improvised means of injecting
drugs. From the conventional generic sense of ‘biro” as ‘a ballpoint
pen’ UK, 19%

birth control engine noun a large locomotive which could burn up
to five tons of coal per shift. Firing them up in the early morning
was said to make a man impotent for weeks Uk 1970

birthday card noun in poker, the one card needed and drawn to
complete an unlikely good hand us, 199

birthday present noun in tiddlywinks, a stroke of good luck us, 1977

birthdays noun » think all your birthdays have come at once
to be overjoyed or overwhelmed, especially from something
unexpected AUSTRALIA, 1957

birthday suit noun a state of nudity ux 1771

biscuit noun 1 a good-looking member of whatever sex attracts you
US, 1990. 2 @ Promiscuous woman us, 1993. 3 the buttocks us, 19s0.
4 the head us 1934. 5 a watch us 190s. 6 a phonograph record us,
1950. 7 in the context of live rock and roll, a deep bass note when it
is felt as well as heard. A term especially but not exclusively
applied to the bass playing of Phil Lesh of the Grateful Dead us,
1997. 8 a white tablet of methadone, a synthetic narcotic used to
treat heroin addicts us, 1972. 9 fifty rocks of crack cocaine uUs, 2003.
10 a tablet of MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy
UK 2002. 11 the hallucinogenic drug, peyote Us, 1992. 12 a handgun
Us, 1962. 13 @ black prisoner us 197. 14 a can of c-rations. Vietnam
war usage us, 1991. 15 used as a euphemism for ‘bitch’ us, 1999. 16 a
fool, an idiot SOUTH AFRICA, 2004

biscuit adjective easy us, 1997

biscuit bitch noun a female Red Cross volunteer. Vietnam war
usage; less common than the more popular DOUGHNUT DOLLY US,
1983

biscuit box noun a Ford Transit van, or other vehicle of similar style.
When struck, an unladen van has a similar tonal quality to an
empty biscuit tin Uk 1981

biscuit class noun economy class air travel on a small route. A
playful allusion to ‘business class’ travel and the biscuits given to
€conomy class passengers NEW ZEALAND, 1987

Biscuit Foot McKinnon nickname used as a nickname for a
stereotypical Cape Bretoner. Because of the large Scottish settle-
ment of this part of Nova Scotia, many people have the same last
name: MacDonald, McKinnon, and so forth. Nicknames are
common to distinguish family members with the same first
name, t00. CANADA, 1999

biscuits noun 1 money us 1977. 2 crack cocaine. From BISCUIT (a
measure of crack) Uk, 2003

biscuits and cheese noun the knees. Rhyming slang, remembered
in use during World War 2, sometimes shortened to ‘biscuits’ uk,
1960

biscuit snatcher noun the hand; a finger us, 1953
bi-sex noun bisexual sex Uk 2003
bish noun a bishop vk 1937

bish, bash, bosh; bish-bash-bosh adgjective rough and ready; also
used in a semi-exclamatory sense as an echoic representation of
anything swiftly expedited Uk 2000

bishop noun 1 the penis. Used in a variety of expressions that refer
to male masturbation us, 1976, 2 a private investigator Uk, 1972

bishop’s bash noun of a male, the act of masturbation. From the
verbal idiom BASH THE BISHOP UK, 2005

bissom; besom noun a slovenly woman. Dialect Uk SCOTLAND, 1911

bisto noun a fart. From the advertising slogan ‘Aaah Bisto...’
savouring the aroma of a branded gravy Uk, 2004

bit noun 1 a prison sentence s, 1g66. 2 an interest; an affected
mannerism; a role us, 1955. 3 a woman, especially when regarded
sexually UK 1923. & sexual intercourse AUSTRALIA, 1945. § an activity uUs,
1963. 6 used as a meaningless embellishment of the preceding
noun, as in ‘Let’s do the lunch bit" us, 1955. 7 twelve and a half
cents Us, 1821. 8 twelve dollars and fifty cents us 1929. 9 your home
or home area Uk SCOTLAND, 1983. 10 a bullet Uk 2001, » champ at
the bit; chomp at the bit to be enthusiastically eager. From a
horse’s characteristic behaviour uk 1e45. » pull a bit to serve a
prison sentence uUs, 1959. » take the bit out of to exhaust
someone Uk: SCOTLAND, 79s3. B> wee red bit the glowing end of a
cigarette, especially when used as a means of lighting another
cigarette UK: SCOTLAND, 1988

bita noun a bit of Reflecting a lazy pronunciation ux, 1999
bitaine noun a prostitute Uk, 2002
bit bashing noun low level, tedious computer programming us, 1991

bit bucket noun in computing, the mythical place where lost infor-
mation goes us, 1983

bitch noun 1 2 woman. Although Grose considered it ‘the most
offensive appellation that can be given to an English woman,” it is
used in this sense with no derogatory intent; it is dismissive or
patronising, based on gender rather than the unpleasant and lewd
characteristics of earlier and concurrent usages. Comedian Richard
Blackwood (b.1972) used ‘bitch’ in this sense, referring to Queen
Elizabeth II, during an edition of BBC television’s Have | Got News
For You in October 2000. Six viewers complained to the
Broadcasting Standards Commission. The BBC argued ‘Richard
Blackwood was using the term as it is currently used, for example,
in British and American Rap Music simply to mean "woman", and
not as a term of abuse’. The complaints were not upheld Uk, 1713.
2 a despicable woman Uk, 1400. 3 the person taking the passive role
in a male homosexual relationship; a feminine or weak man us,
1923. 4 a sexual submissive of either gender in a sado-masochistic
relationship. Generally attached to a possessive pronoun UK, 2002.
5 a remarkable person or thing us, 1943. 6 something that is
difficult or unpleasant Uk, 1g14. 7 in the youth trend for ‘souped-up’
motor-scootering, a driver’s scooter Uk 2004. 8 in a deck of playing
cards, any queen; in the game of hearts, the queen of spades us,
1900. 9 in chess, the queen s, 1977. 10 a complaint; an extended
period of complaining us, 1945. 11 a crude candle CANADA, 1961. 12 @
u-turn us, zo00. 13 the middle position of the back seat of a car us,
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19¢9. » put the bitch on someone to file criminal charges
accusing someone of being a habitual criminal us, 1972

bitch verb 1 to complain us 1975, 2 to inform on someone Uk, 2000.
3 to identify and punish someone as a habitual criminal us, 197.
410 ruin something Uk 1823

bitch about verb to be unreliable and troublesome; to change or
renegotiate arrangements UK 1959

bitch-ass adjective weak, effeminate us, 2002
bitch-ass nigga noun a weak or effeminate black male us, 1995

bitch bar noun anything that serves as a hand grip for a motorcyle
passenger. Biker (motorcyle) usage, alluding to a female passenger
us, 2000

bitch basket noun a Volkswagen Cabriolet us, 1997

bitch bath noun a cleaning of the body using little water, powder or
other odour-masking agents us, 1953

bitch blow noun a violent blow saHANMAS, 1952

bitch box noun a public address loudspeaker system us, 194
bitchcakes adjective aggressive us, 2004

bitchen; bitching adjective excellent us, 1957

bitchen twitchen adjective excellent us, 1952

bitcher noun a habitual criminal us

bitches’ Christmas noun Halloween. A glorious homosexual holiday,
erotic and exotic US, 1964

bitch fight noun a quarrel between ostentatiously effeminate male
homosexuals Us, 1964

bitch fit noun a temper tantrum us, 199

bitch hook noun an all-purpose quick-release hook for use with a
tractor and chain CANADA, 1992

Bitchin’ Betty noun in the Canadian Air Force, an automatic
audible vocal warning system of danger CANADA, 1995

bitching noun the act of complaining about or disparaging someone
or something. From the verb BITCH (to complain) us, 1953

bitching agjective used as a negative intensifier. An abbreviation of
‘son-of-a-bitching’ us, 1928

bitching week noun on an Atlantic weather ship, the third week of a

four week tour of station. Derives from BITCH (to complain) as this
is the time when tempers are shortest 1963

bitch kitty noun an excellent instance of, or example of, something
US, 1944

bitch lamp noun an improvised lamp us, ¢

bitch money noun earnings from prostitution and pimping Uk 2001

bitch off vers to irritate someone us, 1975

bitch on wheels noun a person, especially a woman, with a truly
nasty disposition uUs, 1966
bitch out verb to criticise someone harshly us 19s6

bitch pad noun a small seat mounted behind the regular seat on a
maotorcyle US, 1992

bitch pie noun a pizza with pepperoni, mushroom and sausage. The
initials of the toppings — PMS — suggest a cranky woman us, 19%

bitch piss noun bottled alcopop (branded alcoholic beverage with
the characteristics of a soft drink) or other alcoholic drinks
deemed to be for feminine consumption Uk, 2002

bitch session noun a group airing of complaints us, 1960

bitch slap verb 1 to slap someone full across the face us, 1995, 2 by
extension, to soundly defeat or better someone or something us
2002

bitchsplitter noun the penis. Used on-air in the telling of a joke by
syndicated US broadcaster Mancow Muller, adopted as a name by
a Canadian death metal band us, 2003

bitch tits nickname an overweight male Uk 200s

bitch up verb to spoil or ruin something s4RBADOS, 1965

bitch with a capital C noun a truly hideous person. A suggestion of
CUNT US, 2003
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bitchy adjective malicious, spiteful us, 1925

bite noun 1a small meal or a snack us, 1s99. 2 the portion of the
money bet by gamblers taken as the share for the establishment
sponsoring the gambling us, 19ss. 3 a price US 1958. 4 in motor
racing, traction between the tyres and track us, 1970. 5 something
that is very disagreeable us j951. » put the bite on to extort
AUSTRALIA, 1919

bite verb 1 to copy or steal another person’s style, especially to copy
a breakdancing move, or to plagiarise a rap lyric us, 1979. 2 to ask
someone for a loan of money AUSTRALIA, 1912. 3 tO Dbe taken in, to
be duped. A figurative use of the literal ‘take the bait’ Uk 19s7. 4 tO
be unfair or extremely distasteful us 1977. 5 to itch BARBADOS, 1
6 to flex, and thus contract, the sphincter during anal sex us, 1972.
» bite feathers to lie on your stomach, especially in antici-
pation of anal sex us 1%+ » bite it to die us 1977. » bite off
more than you can chew to be unable to complete a task that
is too great for your ambitions us is7s. B bite the bag in
computing, to fail, especially in a dramatic fashion us, 19s3. » bite
the big one to die us, 1979. » bite the brown to perform
mouth-to-anus sex us 1972. » bite the dust to go down in defeat
us, 19s2. » bite the pillow to take the recipient role in anal sex
AUSTRALIA 1957 » bite to the bone to punish someone with all
the severity allowed under the law us, 1952. » bite your lips to
smoke a marijuana cigarette Us, 1959

bite and a button noun a negligible price Uk 2003
bite in the britches noun in trucking, a speeding ticket us, 1976

biter noun 1 a copier of breakdance moves; a plagiarist of rap lyrics
Us, 1999. 2 the vagina us, 1998. 3 a tooth us, 1946

bit hurt noun the agony of withdrawal from a drug addiction us, 1990

bit much noun used to describe, or in response to, anything that is
excessive, too demanding, arrogant, objectionable, etc Uk, 1974

bit ’na half people noun a family that is just above the poverty
line. In colonial British Guiana currency, a ‘bit’” was a silver coin
valued at 8 cents; 12 cents was a popular retail food-price marker
for items of poor fare in markets GUYANA, 199

bit of noun used to stress an affection or sympathy for the noun it
describes UK 1808

bit of a bugger noun a nuisance; a difficulty ux 2003

bit of alright; bit of all right noun 1 a sexually attractive person
UK 1898. 2 something excellent, especially an unexpected treat or a
stroke of good luck. Sometimes also a ‘little bit of all right” Uk 197

bit of black noun a black person objectified sexually Uk, 1974
bit of bod noun the body as an object of sexual interest Uk, 1970

bit of Braille noun 1 sexual fondling and groping. The Braille
alphabet is read with fingertips — hence the image of feeling and
touching AUSTRALIA, 1984. 2 a racing tip. Designed for the blind, the
Braille alphabet is read by feeling; in horse racing gamblers mainly
decide on bets by ‘reading’ form or because they have ‘a feeling’
AUSTRALIA, 1961

bit of brush noun a woman regarded and categorised as a sexual
object; the act of sex AUSTRALIA, 1965

bit of bum noun from a male perspective, sex with another person;
the person so desired objectified in a purely sexual context Uk, 1984

bit of crackling noun a woman regarded as a sexual object Uk 1949

bit of cunt noun a woman regarded and categorised as a sex object;
an act of sexual intercourse Uk, 1954

bit of dirt noun a farm new zeatAnD, 1957

bit of ebony noun a black woman regarded as a sexual category Uk,
1984

bit of elastic noun the penis Uk 1999
bit of fluff noun a woman, especially when regarded sexually Uk 1847

bit of hard noun 1 an erection ux 197s. 2 in homosexual sexual
relations, a male partner Uk, 2002

bit of hod noun a promiscuous, or potentially promiscuous, girl Uk

1963
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bit of kit noun an item of equipment, especially mechanical or
electrical Uk 2000

bit of mess noun a prostitute’s lover who is neither ponce nor client
UK, 1977

bit of nonsense noun an easily achieved criminal act Uk 198

bit of posh noun an upper-class or socially superior young woman
regarded as a sexual object UK 1977

bit of rough noun a male lover, categorised as of a lower social
status, or a rougher background than the partner. The relationship
defined may be homo- or heterosexual. Original usage described a
female but from the mid-C20 the male predominates Uk 1985

bit of skin noun a woman viewed as a sex object AUSTRALIA, 1962

bit of skirt noun a woman viewed as a sex object AUSTRALIA, 1904

bit of slap and tickle noun 1 kissing and cuddling; sexual petting

which may be considered as foreplay by one participant Uk, 19s4.
2 sexual intercourse. An extension of the previous sense UK 1984

bit of spare noun anyone providing sexual favours, even on a short-
term or occasional basis; an unattached woman, especially at a
club, party or any place where men may be expected to look for a
sexual companion or conquest. ‘Bit of” plus conventional use of
‘spare’ (available) uk 1977

bit of stray noun a casual sexual acquaintance, usually female ux
2007

bit of tail noun 1 a woman regarded as a sexual object UK 19s4. 2 an
act of anal intercourse; an act of sexual intercourse where the
male partner enters the female from behind Uk 1984

bit of the other noun sexual intercourse Uk 1954

bit of tickle noun a woman regarded as a sexual object; sexual
intercourse UK, 1984

bit of tit noun a woman regarded as a sexual object; sex with a
woman UK, 1984

bit of work noun a crime; a robbery Uk, 199

bit on the side noun a secret lover in addition to your regular
partner; a love affair; extra-marital sex Uk 1977

bits noun 1 the male genitals. Sympathetically of a baby boy,
jocularly of a man uk, 1976. 2 in betting, odds of 11-10 Uk 1991.
» in bits emotionally distraught; tearful Uk 1999. » to bits (of a
specified emotion) extremely UK 1964

bits and bats noun knick-knacks Uk, 1967

bits and bobs noun miscellaneous small articles Uk 1s9%
bits and tits noun the controls AUSTRALIA 1962

bits of kids noun youngsters ux 1999

bits on the ear’ole noun in betting, odds of 13-8. From the TICk-
TACK signal used by bookmakers, an elaboration of EAR'OLE (6-4)

UK, 1991
bit spit noun any electronic communication us, 1997
bitsy adjective small, tiny us, 1905
bitter-mouth verb to speak harshly us, 1947
bit twiddler noun a computer operator Us, 1974
bitty noun a girl Us 192
bitty adjective tiny. A corruption and shortening of ITSY-BITSY LS, 1905

bitty box noun a small computer, especially a single-tasking-only
machine us, 1991

bitumen blonde noun an Aboriginal woman AUSTRALIA, 1985

bitzer; bitser; bitza noun a dog of mixed breed. A shortening of
the phrase ‘bits of this and bits of that” AUSTRALIA, 1936

biz; bizz noun 1 business us 1s57. 2 the syringe and other equipment
used by intravenous drug users us, 1949. 3 a small amount of a drug
us, 1971. » do the bizz to engage in sexual activity IRELAND, 1995.
» in the biz bag in trouble with police management us, 1994
» the biz the ‘profession’, loosely the entertainment, theatre or
film making business. An industry coinage that lends dignity to
the least secure of employment paths Uk 1961

bizarro noun a bizarre person. Influenced by, if not directly
descended from, ‘Bizarro” a comic-book villain who first challenged
Superman in the late 1950s US, 1980

bizarro adjective bizarre us 1971

biznatch; biznitch noun used as a euphemism for ‘bitch’ in any
sense. From rapper JayZ us, 2002

bizotic adjective unexpected, out of the ordinary us 194
bizzazz noun ©>see: BEZAZZ

bizzies; busies noun the police. From the plural of Busy (a detective,
a CID officer), but all distiction of rank is lost UK, 1948

bizzing noun sliding on an icy road while hanging onto the rear
bumper of a car. A verbal noun with no recorded use of ‘bizz’ as a
verb us, 1969

bizzle noun a brother, in the sense as male companion, especially in
the phrase fa’ shizzle my bizzle' (emphatically yes). A hip-hop,
urban black coinage, formed as a rhyming reduplication of SHIzzLE
(sure, yes), after fa’ shizzle my nizzle’ (yes my nigger). London
rapper Maxwell Ansah recorded under the name Lethal Bizzle in
2002 us, 2002

bizzo noun 1 business AUSTRALIA, 1969. 2 an ill-tempered woman. A
corruption or evolution of ‘bitch’” us 2001

bizzurd adjective bizarre and absurd. Derived by ellipsis. Hip-hop,
urban slang; noted in connection with a legal dispute over rap
lyrics by BBC News, 6th June 2003. UK, 2003

bizzy noun ©>see: BUSY

BJ; bj noun an act of oral sex, a blow job us, 1949

B joint noun a bar where women coax customers to buy drinks us,
1993

BJs noun crack cocaine Uk 2003

BK Lounge noun a Burger King™ fast food restaurant. Mocking
attribution of class us, 1985

BK’s noun British Knight™ shoes. Favoured by members of the Crips
youth gang, for whom the initials also stand for ‘Blood Killer us
2000

blab verb to inform on someone, to reveal something while speaking
UK, 1583

blabber noun a very talkative hospital patient us, 1994

black noun 1 hashish. An all-purpose abbreviation for strains of dark-
coloured cannabis resin, e.g. PAKISTANI BLACK US, 1975. 2 a black
amphetamine capsule Uk 2003. 3 night us, 1947. 4 in American
casinos, a $100 chip us, 19s0. » in the black financially solvent.
From the pre-computer practice of recording credit items in black
ink us 192s. » on the black engaged in black-market activities Uk,
1961. » the black 1 blackmail; the information held by a
blackmailer. Hence, ‘put the black on’ (to blackmail) ux, 1970. 2 the
black market. During the war in Vietnam, the term referred specifi-
cally to the black market which flourished on Le Loi Street, Saigon
UK, 1961

black verb to blackmail someone. An abbreviation of the conven-
tional activity Uk, 1928

black adjective 1 secret Us, 19s5. 2 extremely crowded IRELAND, 1998
» it’s a black thing; it’s a black thang used for identifying a
behaviour or sensibility that is associated with black people uUs, 1993

black acid noun LSD us 1970

black action noun casino betting in $100 increments us, 1997

blackamoor noun a black Angus or Friesian cow NEW ZEALAND, 1956

Black and Decker noun the penis. Rhyming slang for PECKER (the
penis). In its many slang manifestations the penis appears as all
kind of tools, here it is formed on a manufacturer of power tools
UK 1998

black and tan noun 1 a drink of porter or stout mixed equally with
ale (pale or brown) Uk 1ss9. 2 a capsule of Durophet™, trade name
for a combination of central nervous system stimulants and
depressants Uk, 1973

black and tan adjective catering to both black and white customers
us, 1887
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black and white noun 1 a police car. From the traditional colours of
police cars in the US us, 1953. 2 an amphetamine capsule, especially
Durophet™. From the colours of the capsule Uk 1973. 3 a capsule
containing both a central nervous system stimulant and a barbitu-
rate us, 1977. 4 a soda fountain drink made with chocolate syrup,
seltzer and vanilla ice-cream us, 1947. 5 night. Rhyming slang, always
spoken in full Uk 1937

black and white fever noun an aversion to police us 190

black and white minstrel noun an amphetamine tablet
(Durophet™). An elaboration of BLACK AND WHITE, used especially in
the plural, based on The Black and White Minstrel Show, a 1960s
television programme UK, 19%

black and whites noun the black trousers or skirt and white shirt
worn by American casino dealers us, 191

black and white taxi noun a police car us, 192

black art noun in computing, an array of techniques developed and
discovered for a particular system or application us, 1991

black ash noun marijuana. London pronunciation of ‘black hash” uk

1991

black ass noun a car without working rear lights us, 192

black as the ace of spades adjective utterly black or, of skin, deeply
black us, 1852

black bag noun a brown-haired prostitute us, 190

black bag job noun a burglary, especially one committed by law
enforcement or intelligence agents us, 1966

black Bart noun dark hashish. A generic term for ‘marijuana’;
connotes a romantic view of the drug’s illegal status by association
with the C19 US outlaw UK, 1998

black beauty noun 1 a black amphetamine capsule us, 1
capsule containing both barbiturate and amphetamine us, 1973

black belt noun 1 a neighbourhood of black families that circles a
city or area us, 1951. 2 in the US Army, a senior drill instructor. Not
a reference to martial arts, simply to the uniform. Vietnam war
usage us, 1991

black bess yes. Rhyming slang ux 1992
black Betty noun a van for transporting prisoners us, 195

blackbird noun 1 a black person. A US mass murderer believed that
among the secret messages hidden in the music of the Beatles
were references to a coming black uprising in the song ‘Blackbird’
Us, 1832. 2 an unmarked military aircraft, such as a C-123 or C-130.
Used by the Studies and Observations Group (SOG) in Vietnam,
the highly secret, elite, unconventional warfare component of the
US military presence in Southeast Asia us, 1997. 3 an amphetamine
capsule us, 1972. & L.SD UK 2003

black blizzard noun a black prairie soil dust storm canADA, 1962
black Bombay noun hashish, potent and dark in colour us, 1993

black bomber; bomber noun any central nervous system stimulant,
especially a capsule of diethylpropion (Durophet™), an amphet-
amine-like stimulant UK 1963

black book noun 1 a corporation’s plan for battling a hostile
takeover us 19ss. 2 in a casino, a list of persons to be excluded
from the casino us, 1991. 3 a graffiti artist's notebook containing
ideas, outlines, sketches and plans for future graffiti pieces us, 1997

black bottom noun a neighbourhood where most of the population
are poor black people Us, 1915

black box noun 1 in an aeroplane, the container and equipment
used for the automatic recording of all flight data and cockpit
conversation. A specialised use of Royal Air Force slang Uk 194.
2 the notional container in which proprietary technical infor-
mation is secured in dealings over industrial property rights us,
1974. 3 any high technical piece of electronics equipment us, 1945
4 2 hearse UK 1981. 5 a linear amplifier for a citizens’ band radio.
Sometimes embellished as ‘little black box’ us, 1976

black Cadillac noun an amphetamine capsule us, 1950

black cap nickname a member of the New Zealand international
men’s cricket team NEW ZEALAND, 2000

black Christmas noun a snow-free Christmas. A forced allusion to
the famous ‘White Christmas’ us, 1938

black-coated worker; black-coated workman; little black
worker noun a prune. From the appearance and the work done
during the digestive process. Remembered, in 1970, as being used
by Lord Hill ‘The Radio Doctor” during World War 2. Noted in
Manchester in Daltonian, December 1946, then generally in the
Midlands and London Uk, 1946

black crow noun during the Vietnam war, a long-range ignition
detector. Highly effective from the air in locating enemy convoys;
used in conjunction with a beacon tracking system us, 1991

black-dog adjective melancholic, depressed vk, 1526

black domina noun dark hashish. An allusion to the sexual
domination of a black mistress Uk, 2002

black dot noun a type of LSD. From the appearance Uk 19%

black eagle noun heroin ux 2003

black-enamelled adjective dark-skinned. Military, intended as jocular
UK 1984

blacketeer noun a black market racketeer. A World War 2 coinage,
possibly journalistic AUSTRALIA, 1953

blackfellow’s delight noun rum. A disparaging view of Aboriginal
Australians’ drinking habits AUSTRALIA, 1953

black fever noun sexual attraction felt by a white person for black
people us, 1977

black forest noun the female genitals. This pet name for a vagina
describes its location in a straightforward simile for the pubic hair,
ostensibly punning on the Schwarzwald region of southwest
Germany. Derived possibly as a reference to Black Forest gateaux
(sticky, chocolatey, cherry-laden cakes; a cultural-icon in the UK
since the 1970s), the cake imagery suggesting an oral-sex
dimension to the usage. Also note ‘A Walk In The Black Forest’ by
Horst Jankowski, a popular instrumental recording in the 1960s; a
satisfying metaphor for sexual activity Uk 2001

black Friday noun the day after Thanksgiving us, 1975

black gang noun 1 collectively, a ship’s engineer’s department us,
7895. 2 an aviation mechanics team. The source of the term is
likely to be their black overalls CANADA, 1997

black ganja noun hashish, dark in colour. The term is heard and
seen with all the possible variant spellings of GaNJA found at that
entry Us, 1978

black gold noun 1 0il. An outsiders’ term, not used by those in the
business us, 1970. 2 highly potent marijuana. Derived from the pre-
vious sense, punning on the richness and the colour of the
hashish us, 1946. 3 distilled, concentrated heroin us, 1957

Black Hand noun a secret criminal organisation composed of first-
generation ltalian immigrants to the US uUs, 189

black hash noun hashish mixed and darkened with opium us, 1975

black hat noun 1 in a drama, or in life viewed as a drama, the villain
US, 1964. 2 @ computer hacker with no honourable purpose
Sometimes embellished to 'black hat hacker’ us 2001. 3 a member
of Pathfinder platoon, dropped behind enemy lines to make deep
reconnaissance patrols and to establish landing zones for the initial
helicopter waves us, 19s2. 4 a US Army drill instructor us, 1986

blackhead noun a black person. Derogatory, unless ironically self-
descriptive. Otherwise a ‘blackhead’ is a skin blemish ux 2000

black heart noun depression Uk 199

black hole noun 1 the vagina. Originally a reference to ‘the black pit
of hell’. Now a ‘black hole’ is widely known to be a celestial
phenomenon into which anything may be sucked to disappear
without trace Uk 2007, 2 in computing, the notional place where e-
mail that is sent but not received disappears us, 1991

black horse nickname the US Army’s 11th Armored Cavalry
Regiment. So named because of the Regiment’s insignia us, 1991

black-is-white aaverb completely, thoroughly. Collected by Richard
Allsopp TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1998

black jack noun 1 the penis of a black man. Homosexual usage us,
1965. 2 a fifty-ton Santa Fe Railroad coal hopper us 1977
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Black Jack nickname 1 black-labelled Jack Daniels™ whisky us, 19s2.
2 US General John J. Pershing (1860-1948) us, 1951

blackjack mission noun during the war in Vietnam, an operation
carried out by a mobile strike force. The mobile strike forces were
light infantry battalions equipped and trained to operate in remote
areas without any significant logistical requirements or support us,
1991

Black Jeff noun a wasp BAHAMAS, 1952

black light noun an ultraviolet light, under which fluorescent paint
glows us, 1971

Black Lions nickname a navy fighter squadron formally identified as
VF-213, commissioned in 1955 US, 1990

black magic noun 1 the M-16 rifle, the standard rifle used by US
troops in Vietnam after 1966 us, 1991. 2 in computing, a technique
that works without any apparent reason for its success us, 1991

Black Magic box noun a police van. Plays on BLACK MARIA (a police
van) and Black Magic™ chocolates Uk, 1981

black man kissed her noun a sister. Rhyming slang from the early
part of C20 which appears to have all but died out by 1948 when
Carribean immigration began in earnest and revived usage. Noted
as coming back into currency by 1960 Uk, 1960

black man’s wheels noun a BMW car ux, 199

Black Maria noun 1 a police wagon or van for transporting those
who have been arrested. The etymology is uncertain beyond the
colour black us 1843. 2 in a deck of cards, the queen of spades us,
1988. 3 highly potent marijuana Uk 2001

black marketeer noun an unlicensed bookmaker quoting his own
prices and odds AUSTRALIA, 1953

black micro noun a variety of LSD in tablet form vk 199

black mo; black moat; black mote noun highly potent, dark
coloured marijuana resin uUs, 1972

black molly noun 1 a black amphetamine capsule us, 1970. 2 a bar-
biturate capsule us, 1973

Black Monday noun 1 28th May 1962. The date of a dramatic stock
market crash us, 1962. 2 19th October 1987. The date of the
greatest single-day stock market crash in the US since the
Depression uUs, 1987

black money noun cash that is not accounted for in the financial
records of a business us, 193

black oil noun hashish oil Uk 1977

black on black noun a car with a black exterior and black
upholstery. Black teen slang us, 1950

black-out noun a very dark-skinned black person us 1947
black pearl noun heroin us 1994
black pen noun a parole report Uk 199

black peter noun in prison, a punishment cell. An elaboration of
‘peter’ (a cell) AUSTRALIA, 1953

black pill noun a pill of opium; heroin us, 199

Blackpool rock noun the penis. Rhyming slang for cock; a visual
pun on a long pink sweet that is made to be sucked. Similarly
sweet references to the male anatomy can be found at
ALMONDROCK, BRIGHTON ROCK and STICK OF ROCK. Probably inspired or
influenced by the innuendo-laden song ‘With My Little Stick of
Blackpool Rock’ by George Formby, 1937 Uk, 1992

black powder noun ground hashish and opium. An explosive
mixture named after an early form of gunpowder uUs, 2001

black power nickname a Maori gang or member of the gang new
ZEALAND, 1978

black Protestant noun 1 used as a term of contempt for Protestants
in Ireland. This term appears to have become diluted over the
years IRELAND, 2001. 2 2 non-observant Protestant or one prejudiced
against Roman Catholics us, 1969

black rain noun rain that has been contaminated by smoke from oil
field fires. Gulf war usage us, 1991

Black Rats nickname the Traffic Division of the Metropolitan Police
based at New Scotland Yard Uk 1999

9

black rock noun crack cocaine. An elaboration of ROCK (crack
cocaine) which has more to do with the drug’s reputation than
colour, 2003

black rover noun a Metropolitan Police warrant card. This card auth-
orises free travel throughout the London Transport system and
thus plays on a London Transport Red Rover ticket which allowed
the purchaser unlimited travel Uk 2002

black Russian noun 1 blackened opium s 1959. 2 dark hashish us,
1969. 3 marijuana resin mixed with opium us, 2001

black shoe noun an officer in the US Navy other than an aviator.
Aviation officers wore brown shoes us, 1950

blacksmith noun an incompetent sheep station cook NEW ZEALAND,
1947

black snake noun a freight train composed entirely of coal tenders
Us, 1938

Black Sox nickname the New Zealand international men’s softball
team NEW ZEALAND, 2000

black star noun a type of LSD uk 1998

blackstick noun a clarinet us, 1

black stranger noun a complete stranger IRELAND, 1962

Black Street noun the notional location of a clinic treating those
with sexually transmitted infections. Euphemistic UK: SCOTLAND, 1983

black stuff noun opium; heroin us, 1936
blackstuff noun tarmacadam vk 1952
black stuff nickname Guinness IReLAND, 2000

Black Stump noun used as an imaginary marker for a remote place.
Often used in phrases such as ‘this side of the black stump’, ‘out
near the Black Stump’, ‘the other side of the Black Stump’ or
‘beyond the Black Stump’. From a fire-blackened tree stump used
as a marker for navigation in the country AUSTRALIA, 1957

black sunshine noun LSD Uk 1998

black tabs noun a type of LSD us, 1952

black tar noun crude, impure, potent heroin from Mexico us, 195
black tar blanco noun heroin ux 2002

black tide noun an oil slick on the ocean surface Us 1991

black-tie adjective 1 calling for formal dress Uk 1933. 2 said of an event
in Antarctica in which those in attendance are not wearing red
clothes issued by the US National Science Foundation ANTARCTICA
1991

black type noun in horse racing, a horse that has won or been
placed in a stakes race. Bold face type is used in a sales catalogue
to identify horses that have won or been placed us, 1997

Blackus noun used as a term of address for a dark-skinned person
BAHAMAS, 1982

black velvet noun 1 sexual relations with Aboriginal or other dark-
skinned women AUSTRALIA, 1899. 2 a black woman'’s vagina us, 197.
3 a drink of stout mixed with champagne. From the colour and
texture. An economical variation is poor man’s velvet (stout and
cider); sometimes shortened to ‘blackers’ Uk, 1937

black water noun 1 coffee, especially when weak us, 1850
Euphemism used in recreational vehicle camping us, 1

black whack noun phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as
PCP or angel dust us, 1994

black widow noun 1 a black amphetamine capsule; Benzedrine™
(amphetamine sulphate), a central nervous system stimulant us,
1972. 2 a capsule containing both barbiturate and amphetamine us,
1973. 3 an M-16 rifle equipped with a night scope Us, 1991. 4 a
limited edition, fuel-injected 1957 Chevrolet 150 sedan, built
strictly for racing but then banned from stock car racing us, 1992

black wings noun oral sex with a black woman us, 2000

blacky; blackie noun a black person. Derogatory, but not necessarily
deliberately so Uk 1815

blacky carbon noun in drag racing, petrol us, 195

blacky-white; blackie-white noun an Anglo-Indian half-caste o,

1977

2 sewage.
993
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bladder noun 1 a balloon. Circus and carnival usage us 19s1. 2 a
collapsible drum for holding liquids us 1997. 3 a local newspaper.
Derives from a less-than-favourable description of its contents Uk,
1970

bladder bird noun a tanker aircraft used for aerial bulk fuel delivery.
Vietnam war usage us, 1991

bladder boat noun an inflatable rubber boat. Vietnam war usage us,

1991
bladder-buster noun a very large beverage container us, 1997
bladdered adjective very drunk vk, 1997

blade noun 1 a knife US, 7595. 2 a surgeon Us, 1974. 3 a Man us, 1943. 42
Cadillac car, especially a Coupe de Ville or Fleetwood. Black teen
slang us, 1950. 5 a type of expensive chrome car wheel rim us, 199.
6 a moped BERMUDA, 1985. 7 a dollar us, 2002

blade verb to skate on rollerblades s 1997
blader noun a rollerblader us, 1959

blade-runner noun someone who transports stolen goods or
contraband. Taken from the science-fiction film Blade Runner,
1982, based on Philip K. Dick’s cyberpunk novel Do Androids
Dream of Electric Sheep?, 1968 Uk, 2001

blading noun the act of using rollerblades us, 1995

blag noun 1 a robbery, especially an armed robbery; a bank or post-
office robbery. Probably an abbreviation of ‘blackguard” Uk, 1ss5. 2 a
piece of persuasive bluff Uk 192. 3 used as a term of abuse. Usage
appears restricted to northern grammear schools deriving, perhaps,
from a shortening of ‘blaggard’ (a blackguard) Uk, 1963

blag verb 1 t0 hoax or deceive someone; to bluff someone; to
persuade someone; to wheedle something; to scrounge
something. From French blaguer (to joke), possibly informed by
conventional English ‘blaggard” uk, 19ss. 2 to successfully persuade
another person into having sex with you Uk 2002. 3 to rob
something, especially with violence Uk, 1933

blagard verb t0 talk profanely or obscenely. According to one source,
this term is in use with this meaning in Nova Scotia’s South
Shore. It derives from the French blague (chaff, humbug, hoax, fib)
but may also derive from an English gang of blacking boys and
torch-carriers in London known for their scurrilous language. In
the form ‘blackguarding’, it is in use in parts of the US with the
same meaning as in Nova Scotia CANADA, 1988

blagger noun 1 a robber who will use violence as necessary. In The
Lag’s Lexicon, 1950, Paul Tempest noted the term was ‘used very
occasionally’; during the 1970s usage proliferated through the
agency of television programmes like The Sweeney Uk, 1950. 2 a
persuasive person who is employed to attract customers Uk, 1963.
3 a persuasive criminal, a confidence trickster UK 1966

blagging noun a robbery, especially with violence. Derives, possibly,
from ‘blackguard’ Uk 1933

blag merchant noun a pay-roll bandit, an armed robber. Combines
BLAG (a robbery with violence) with the colloquial use of
‘merchant’ (@ man) Uk, 2000

blah verb to say empty and meaningless things, to talk without
saying anything worth saying Uk, 2004

blah adjective without energy, without spark, unmotivated us, 1922

blah; blah blah; blah blah blah noun empty and meaningless talk;
50 on and so forth; used for implying that what is being said is
not worth the saying or has been said too often already. Echoic of
nonsense speech, possibly German blech (nonsense); synonymous
with RHUBARB (nonsense) which may also be repeated two or three
times for emphasis Uk 1918

blahs noun a minor iliness; a feeling of ennui us, 193

blair; blare verb to criticise, humiliate or mock someone or something.
Possibly from conventional ‘blare’ (to shout); probably predates Tony
Blair's rise to political and media prominence, although current usage
is certainly informed by his Prime Ministership Uk 1993

blak noun black. Fashionable misspelling Uk, 2002

blam verb to slam loudly BARBADOS, 1965

blamed; blame adjective used as a euphemistic intensifier replacing
‘damned’. An equivalent to BLINKING US, 1944

blancas noun amphetamines or other central nervous system stimu-
lants. Border Spanish used in English conversation by Mexican-
Americans; from the Spanish for ‘white’ us 1967

blanco noun heroin; cocaine. Spanish for ‘white’ us 1973

blank noun 1 a packet of non-narcotic white powder sold as narcotics
Us, 1966. 2 a2 worthless person or thing us 7950. 3 in a carnival, a bad
day, a bad engagement or a bad customer us, 1935. 4 in poker, a
useless card in the dealt hand us, 1992. 5 the top of a skateboard us,
1976. 6 a refusal of parole Uk 199. 7 a tablet of Aspirin US, 1990.
» give someone the blank to ignore someone Uk 1999

blank verb 1 to ignore someone. Any response is ‘blanked out” Uk
1977. 2 10 forget something Uk 19%. 3 to erase something. An
abbreviated variation of the conventional ‘blank out’ Uk 1981

blank; blankety; blankety-blank used as a self-censored deletion
of an expletive, regardless of part of speech. Written more often
than spoken, but not without uses in speech Uk, 1854

blank canvas noun the body of a person who is about to get their
first tattoo us, 1997

blanket noun 1 a cigarette paper US 1925. 2 @ marijuana cigarette
Perhaps because it is shaped like a blanket roll us, 1935. 3 any
sandwich us, 1960. 4 an overcoat; a top coat us, 1925. 5 in the US
military, a beret us, 1992. 6 In trucking, a parking lot us, 197. » on
the blanket 1 used of prisoners who refuse to wear a uniform as
a means of protest and are thereby wrapped in a blanket.
Originating with republican prisoners making a political protest in
the Maze Prison in Belfast in the mid-1970s Uk, 1979. 2 (of an
Indian) used for describing someone who has been aggressive but
has stopped CANADA, 1959

blanket-ass noun a native American Indian. Derogatory Us, 1973

blanket craps noun an informal game of craps with the shooter
acting as banker us 1977

blanket drill noun sex in bed us 1964

blanket finish noun in horse racing, a close finish between several
horses. So called because the horses contending for the lead could
all be covered by a single figurative blanket us, 1951

blanket game noun in the circus or carnival, a private gambling
game for employees only, played on a blanket Uk 1950

blanket harbour noun bed cAnADA, 1995

blanket party noun a ritual in which the offending person is
covered with a blanket, which prevents identification of the wrong-
doers, and then beaten Us, 199

blanket roll noun a controlled roll of the dice by a skilled cheat, best
made on a blanket spread on the ground us, 1950

blankety; blankety-blank [>see: BLANK

blarney noun 1 honeyed flattery, pleasant talk that seeks to deceive;
hence plausible nonsense. A fine example can be found at
www.blarneycastle.ie in the gentle assertion that ‘the term
"Blarney" was introduced into the English language by Elizabeth |
of England[.]" IRELAND, 1766. 2 an Irish accent. The Blarney stone is
incorporated into the battlements of Blarney Castle — eight miles
north of Cork city in southern Ireland. Familiar legend holds the
promise that whoever kisses this stone will receive the gift of
eloquence, hence ‘blarney’ (pleasant talk), here considered to be
speech with an Irish lilt Uk 2000

blarney verb to talk flatteringly or persuasively Uk 1803

blarneying adjective of a manner of speech, persuasive, flattering us
1869

blarry adjective [>see: BLERRY

blart verp to talk compulsively, especially about emotional upheaval
A combination of conventional ‘blurt” and BLAB (to talk) or blub (to
Cry) UK, 2001

blasé blasé and so on and so on. An embellishment of the more
expected BLAH BLAH BLAH US, 2002

blasé queen noun a characteristically up-market homosexual male
UK, 2002

blast noun 1 an extremely enjoyable time us 1950, 2 a party, especially
a loud and raucous one Uk, 1959. 3 an injection of a drug us, 19s2.
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4 cocaine; any drug with a powerful effect us 1992. 5 a taste or a
portion, especially of alcoholic drink Uk 19ss. 6 a parachute jump.
Vietnam war usage Us, 1991. 7 an escape Us, 1970. 8 a stern
admonishment; a severe rebuke Us, 1874

blast verb 1 to use a drug, especially to smoke marijuana us, 1943.
2 to criticise someone or something severely. Mainly journalistic
UK, 1953. 3 t0 reprimand someone UK, 1984

blast! used for expressing disgust or dismay Uk, 1634

blasted adjective 1 cursed, damned; often used as a euphemism for
‘bloody” Uk 1750. 2 highly intoxicated on any drug or alcohol us, 1928

blaster noun 1 a gun, especially a pistol US 194. 2 a powerful, hard-
breaking wave Us, 1964

blast from the past noun a song that was popular in the past and
is still popular with those who were young when the song was
popular us, 195

blasting oil noun nitroglycerin, used by criminals to blast open safes
US, 1949

blast off verb 1 to leave. Borrowed with great fervour from the
language of space travel Us, 1954. 2 to use and become intoxicated
by a drug us 1961. 3 of a car, especially a racing car, to drive off at
speed. Uses a rocket launch as a metaphor AUSTRALIA, 1984

blast party noun a gathering of marijuana smokers us, 195

blasty adjective in Newfoundland, used of a dead, dry branch, good
for kindling CANADA, 1980

blat noun a short journey, usually for pleasure. Used by late 1980s-
early 90s counterculture travellers Uk 1999

blat verb to fire a gun. Probably derived from a comic strip represen-
tation of a weapon in action: ‘Blat! Blat! Blat!" Uk 1995

blatant adjective excellent. Recorded in use among young urban
blacks Uk, 1999

blathered adjective drunk. From the dialect word blather (to talk
NONSENSe) UK, 2002

blatherskite; bletherskite; bletherskate noun a person who talks
too much or too offensively. Originally Scottish dialect us, 1791

blats noun cash, money. In Royal Air Force use Uk, 2002

blatted adjective drunk vk 2003

blaxploitation noun the exploitation of black culture and imagery
for commercial gain, especially in films us, 1971

blaze noun 1 in a card game with five cards per hand, a hand with
five face cards us, 1962. 2 in a deck of playing cards, a face card us,
1987. 3 marjjuana us, 1998

blaze verb 1 to leave US 19s3. 2 to move quickly US 19%. 3 to have sex
us, 1997. 4 1o light a marijuana cigarette or other drug-smoking
conveyance. Also expressed as to ‘blaze up’ us, 1985

blazed adjective drug-intoxicated vk 1993

blaze full noun in poker, a hand consisting of three cards of one face
card rank and a pair of another. The ‘full’ is drawn from the con-
ventional name for the hand, a ‘full house’ us, 198

blazer noun a big diamond s, 1949

blazes noun the flames of hell. Used in comparisons and as a
euphemism for ‘hell” Uk 1s18

blazing adjective exceptionally attractive Uk 18

blazing adverb used as an intensifier. Generally euphemistic for
BLOODY LS, 7855

bleach verb 1 to spend an extended period of days and nights in
nightclubs ux, 2000, 2 to soak and flush a hypodermic needle and
syringe with bleach to prevent transmission of HIV us, 19s9. 3 to lie
awake at night with a sense of impending doom JAMAICA, 2003

bleacher bum noun 1 a loud, rowdy sports fan who favours the
inexpensive bleacher seats us 19s1. 2 a fan of the Chicago Cubs
professional baseball team us 1998

bleach tabs noun sterilising tablets issued to drug addicts Uk 199

bleat noun 1 in prison, a petition to the Home Secretary Uk 1950. 2 a
feeble complaint Uk, 1916

bleat verb 1 to complain us, 19s5. 2 to repeatedly deny guilt Uk 199

bleed noun in pinball, a ball that leaves play having scored few
points us, 1979

bleed verb 1 to extort money from someone Uk 1es0. 2 to dilute a
drug us 1992. 3 to be showing lipstick on your face or clothes us,
196s. » bleed someone dry; bleed someone white to drain a
person or other resource of all money or value. The image of
draining a life’s blood vk 1982

bleeder noun 1 a person Uk 1ss7. 2 a contemptible person Uk 1ss7. 3 a
casino employee or executive who worries extensively about
money being lost to gamblers us, 1974. 4 in poker, a player who
methodically if undramatically drains money from the game by
conservative, steady play us, 19ss. 5 a boxer who is prone to
bleeding us, 1975

bleeding adjective used as an intensifier. Originally replaced BLOODY,
then used in its own right or as a substitute for less acceptable
intensifiers; not necessarily intended as euphemistic uk, 1858

bleeding adverb used as an intensifier Uk, 1ss

bleeding deacon noun a person with an over-inflated sense of self-
importance to an organisation. Usually used in the context of self-
help recovery groups such as Alcoholics Anonymous us, 1983

bleeding edge noun the absolute forefront of technology. A punning
combination of ‘leading edge’ and ‘cutting edge’ us, 2000

bleeding heart adjective sensitive to the plight of others, anguished
Disparaging, often as ‘bleeding heart liberal’ Uk 1953

bleeding obvious noun anything that really shouldn't need saying.
Usually construed as the bleeding obvious. In 2003 the British
satirical website ‘University of the Bleeding Obvious” was one of
the most popular comedy sites on the Internet AUSTRALIA, 199

bleeding spot noun an oil leak on an asphalt road us, %2

bleeding well adverb certainly, definitely ux 1884

bleep verb to superimpose an electronic noise over expletives in a
television or radio broadcast Us, 1966

bleep used as a euphemistic replacement for an expletive,
regardless of part of speech us, 198

bleezin adjective drunk vk 2002

blem noun a pimple. A shortened form of the conventional English
‘blemish’ us, 1968

blench adjective used approvingly to describe a muscular person vk
2005

Blenheimers noun memory loss due to wine consumption. Named
after a wine brand NEW ZEALAND, 1998

blerry; blarry; blirry adjective used as an intensifier. A variation of
BLOODY reflecting Afrikaans pronunciation SOUTH AFRICA, 1920

blert noun a fool. Liverpool usage Uk 2002

bless verb to approve the forwarding of a proposed action. Military
usage Us, 1986

bless used ironically, as if patronising a child. An abbreviation of the
prayer: ‘God bless’, often preceded with a cod-sympathetic ‘aah!’
UK, 1999

blessed sacrament noun marijuana us, 2001

blessing noun a harsh rebuke BAHAMAS, 1952

bless your cotton socks; bless your little cotton socks used
for registering gratitude or affection. A catchphrase favoured by the
middle-classes. Considered to be archaic when first recorded how-
ever the phrase has survived into C21 UK 191

bless your pea-pickin’ hearts used for expressing thanks. A
catchphrase television sign-off on The Ernie Ford Show (NBC,
1956-61), a music variety programme. Repeated with referential
humour us, 1956

bletch! used as an all-purpose, potent expression of disgust. From
the German brechen (to vomit) Us, 1981

bletcherous adjective in computing, poorly designed, dysfunctional
Us, 1981

blew-it noun a Buick car us, 1997

blighter noun 1 a despicable male Uk 1s96. 2 a man. From jocular
use of the previous sense UK, 1904
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Blighty nickname Britain; England. Originally military, from
Hindustani bilayati and Arabic wilayati (foreign, especially
European) Uk, 1915

bliksem noun a despicable person, a contemptible fool. From
Afrikaans bliksem (lightning) SOUTH AFRICA, 1950

bliksem verb to smack, punch or beat up. Probably a reduction of
the earlier South African ‘to donner the bliksem out of (to beat
the lights out of) SOUTH AFRICA, 2004

blim noun a small crumb of cannabis resin Uk 199

blim burn noun a scorch mark or a tiny burn-hole as a result, when
smoking hashish, of burning particles; a small burning cinder of
cannabis resin Uk, 2003

blim burn verb to mark or burn something with a blim burn vk 2004

blimey!; blime! used for registering surprise or shock. An abbrevi-
ation of COR BLIMEY! (God blind mel) Uk 1859

blimey O’Riley!; blimey O’Reilly! used for registering surprise Uk,
1987

blimmin’; blimmin’ well adjective used as a euphemistic intensifier.
Possibly derived from BLIMEY! Or BLOOMING UK, 1984

blimp noun 1 in necrophile usage, a corpse with a distended abdo-
men Us, 1987. 2 an obese person us 1934. 3 in the television and film
industries, a camera’s sound-proofing housing us, 1977. 4 a bus uUs,
1990. 5 a private inter-personal signal Uk 2000

blimpish adjective very conservative or reactionary. After Colonel
Blimp, a reactionary man UK, 1933

blimp out; blimp up verb to put on weight, especially if such
growth is rapid or dramatic. From the shape of a conventional
‘blimp” us, 1979

blind noun 1 a legitimate business used to conceal an illegal one us
1929. 2 an area in prison where guards cannot easily see what is
going on us, 1989. 3 a baggage carriage, usually immediately behind
the engine of a passenger train us, 7g93. 4 a wallet or purse
Pickpocket use Uk 1977. » make the blind see to perform oral
sex on an uncircumcised man us, 1981

blind verb to curse, to swear. The meaning survives in EFF AND BLIND
Uk 1943, » blind by science to defeat brawn with brains.
According to one source ‘it arose when the scientific boxers began,
ca. 1880, to defeat the old bruisers’ AausTrALIA, 1937. B blind with
science to confuse or convince someone by superior, inventive or
nonsensical argument, explanation or vocabulary. Synonymous
variation of earlier ‘dazzle with science’ Uk 1943

blind adjective 1 an intensifier, a euphemism for ‘bloody’ or
‘bleeding’ Uk, 1959. 2 very drunk Uk 1630. 3 highly drug-intoxicated.
From an earlier alcohol sense us, 1952. 4 (used of a car) stripped of
headlights us 1977. 5 (used of a bet) placed before seeing the cards
being bet on us, 193. 6 uncirmcumcised Us, 1925. 7 nasty, cruel
SOUTH AFRICA, 2004. » like blind cobbler’s thumbs describes
thickly swollen nipples Uk, 2001. » not take a blind bit of
notice to utterly ignore or disregard someone or something, to be
oblivious to someone or something UK, 191

blind bat noun an AC-130 aircraft used for night flare missions in
Vietnam between 1964 and 1970. Bats are not, of course, blind;
they see at night us, 1971

blind blast noun a parachute jump at night in enemy territory.
Vietnam war usage Us, 1991

blind country noun closed-in country of the colourless type and of
little worth AUSTRALIA, 1959

blind drunk adjective very drunk ux 1959

blinded adjective drunk us, 1954

blinder noun anything excellent, or something excellently well-
performed. From the ‘dazzling’ nature of anything so-called Uk, 1950

blind fence noun a person who unknowingly buys stolen goods us,
1949

Blind Freddy; Blind Freddie noun an imaginary blind man. Used
as a type for an inability to see the obvious. The existence of a
real person nicknamed ‘Blind Freddy’ has not been confirmed
AUSTRALIA, 1946

blinding adjective great, excellent, terrific, etc Uk 1985
blindingly adverb excellently, wonderfully, stupendously Uk, 1999
blindjaret noun a cigarette Jamaica, 19ss

blind link noun on the Internet, a link that is misleading or false,
taking you somewhere other than where you expect to go.
Common on pornography websites us, 2000

blindman’s buff noun snuff. Rhyming slang, noted by Red Daniells,
1980 UK 1980

blindman’s snow noun a late spring snowfall, supposed to have
curative properties for the eyes and feet CANADA, 1988

blind mullet noun a piece of excrement floating in the water
AUSTRALIA, 1987

blind pig noun 1 a speakeasy, where alcohol is served illegally us, 1sss.
2 in poker, an unskilled but lucky player. From the adage that even
a blind pig will find an acorn over time us, 199%

blind pigeon noun stuffed cabbage us 1997

blinds noun 1 dark glasses scrRMUDA, 1985. 2 among bus-spotters, a
bus’s roller display of desinations Uk, 2003

blindside verb to hit or attack someone without warning. Originally
a term from American football, and then extended as a metaphor
US, 1968

blind tiger noun an illegal drinking establishment us 1909
blindza noun money B4rRBADOS, 1984

bling noun a vulgar or ludicrously ostentatious display of wealth us,
2003

bling-bling noun 1 wealth, especially as manifested in expensive, if
tasteless, jewellery. Coined by hip-hop rapper B.G. and appearing
in his 1999 ‘Chopper City in the Ghetto’ us, 1999. 2 ostentation. A
generalised sense that derives from the previous sense Uk, 2003

bling-bling verb to be successful, especially in hip-hop; hence, to be
ostentatious; to make money US, 2003

bling-blinger noun a successful or established member of the hip-
hop community. From the BLING-BLING worn as an ostentatious
symbol of status us, 2000

blinged; blinged out adjective Ostentatious; expensively bejewelled,
especially if a tasteless display. From BLING-BLING (ostentatious
jewellery) us, 2000

blinging adjective ostentatious and expensive. Derives from BLING-
BLING (ostentatious jewellery) Uk, 2003

bling it up verb to have an ostentatiously expensive lifestyle; to tem-
porarily lead such a life. Extended from BLING-BLING (wealth,
tasteless ostentation) UK, 2003

Blinglish noun a slang and black patois-rich form of English,
especially when used by white urban youths. Extended from BLING
UK, 2005

bling-tastic adjective extravagantly ostentatious Uk, 2002

blink noun a hiding place us 1949. » on the blink 1 broken, not
functioning us, 7s99. 2 without funds us, 1949

blink verb to miss seeing a fight, attack or other cause of excitement
us, 1976

blinkenlights noun diagnostic lights on the front panel of a
computer us, 1991

blinker noun 1 a quadriplegic. Vietnam war gallows humour,
suggesting that a quadriplegic is capable only of blinking his eyes
US, 1980. 2 an eye UK, 1809. 3 a police helicopter us, 1950

blinkey noun 1 a vehicle with one headlight not working us, 1976. 2 a
timing light at the finish line of a drag strip us, 198

blink-eyed adjective cross-eyed Us 1959
blinking adjective used as a mild intensifier; a euphemisim for
‘bleeding’. The term probably derives from ‘blank’, an obsolete

euphemism for DAMNED which stresses the fact of euphemism -
the blank space — as much as the object of intensification Uk, 1914

blinkus of the thinkus noun a momentary loss of concentration us,

1971
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blinky noun 1 a person with poor or no eyesight us, 1922. 2 freebase
cocaine uUs, 1992

blinky adjective agitated, upset us 1992

blip noun 1 a temporary effect, especially one that is unwanted ux
1975. 2 a minor fluctuation, usually upward, in the stock market or
other measures of corporate fortunes us, 19ss. 3 a source of surprise
us, 1947. @ a nickel (five-cent piece) us, 1935

blip verb 1 to send a message by e-mail Uk 2002. 2 in hot rodding or
drag racing, to throttle up quickly and then release, momentarily
increasing the revolutions per minute us, 195

blip adjective classy us, 1948

blip jockey noun a person who monitors electronic equipment us
1960

blippy adjective used as a euphemism roughly meaning 'damned’ us,
1974

bliss noun any drug that is smoked, especially a mixture of heroin,
methamphetamine and MDMA, the recreational drug best known
as ecstasy Us, 199

bliss cup noun in the usage of counterculturalists associated with
the Rainbow Nation gatherings, a homemade cup or bowl for
eating and drinking us, 1997

bliss out verb to become ecstatic. Used in a derogatory fashion,
usually when applied to religious or cult zealots us, 1973

B list; C list noun used for denoting all that is associated with a
level of fame and celebrity that is not quite paramount. In conven-
tional media jargon the A-LIST is a notional social elite of those
who are considered prestigious enough to add top-value to a guest
list. The B-list and C-list are the lesser ranks of the well-known and
media-friendly who nevertheless get invited to events by those
who market the cult of celebrity us 1928

blisted adjective intoxicated by drug smoking us, 1995

blister noun 1 2 bump placed on a playing card by pressing it against
a small sharp object, used by card cheats to identify the value of
the card us 1991. 2 a fine attached to a window of a vehicle for a
parking infringement AUSTRALIA, 1971. 3 an unpleasant, obnoxious
person UK, 1806. 4 a prostitute us, 1905

blister verb t0 attack someone; to attack someone verbally AUSTRALIA,
1968

blisterfoot noun an infantry soldier us, 1945
blister work noun extortion us, 1950
blisty adjective windy, cold, not suitable for surfing us, 1991

blithering adjective contemptible; used as an negative intensifier Uk,
1889

blitz noun an intensive campaign; a concentrated effort. After
German blitz (understood in English as ‘all-out offensive warfare’)
us, 1940

blitz verb 1 to intensively campaign for and achieve maximum
public awareness. From German blitzkrieg (a lightning war) Uk, 2002.
2 to defeat someone soundly us, 1940. 3 in horse racing, to win
convincingly AUSTRALIA, 19s9. & in tiddlywinks, to pot all six winks of
one colour before the 20-minute time-limit has elapsed and thus
Score an easy victory Us, 19s0. 5 in gin, to win and leave an
opponent scoreless Us, 1971. 6 in bar dice games, to bet the total
amount of the pot us, 1971

blitz buggy noun a car. Teen slang us, 1941

blitzed adjective drunk or drug-intoxicated us, 1966

blitzkrieged adjective suddenly drunk us 197

blivet noun 1 an obnoxious person, especially with bad hygiene us
7949. 2 in computing, a problem which cannot be solved or any
impossibility us, 1991

blizz noun a blizzard ANTARCTICA, 1911

blizz verb to blow a blizzard ANTARCTICA, 1911

blizzard noun 1 poor television reception characterised by flickering
white dots us 1952. 2 the cloud of thick, white smoke produced
when smoking freebase cocaine us, 1992. 3 cocaine. A play on SNOW
(cocaine) UK 2003

blizzard head noun in the early days of black and white television, a
blonde. So called because a blonde’s hair takes up all the light in
the picture uUs, 1948

blizzed in adjective confined indoors by harsh weather conditions
ANTARCTICA, 1951

blizzy adjective Snowy ANTARCTICA, 1996
blo noun cocaine us, 1993

bloater noun 1 a fat person. From ‘bloat’ (to swell), influenced by the
‘bloater fish’. There is some evidence of a similar usage in the late
C19, and, again, in mid-C20 in South Africa where the sense is
‘gross and ugly’ Uk 2001. 2 a dead sheep or Cow NEW ZEALAND, 2000

blob noun 1 in cricket, a batsman’s innings score of no runs. From
the image of a zero shown beneath the batsman’s name on the
scoresheet UK, 18s9. 2 @ mistake. From the previous sense UK, 1903.
3 a fool AUSTRALIA, 1976. & the bleed period of the menstrual cycle Uk,
2000. 5 a gonorrhoeal ulcer uk 1961, » on blob; on the blob in
the bleed-period of the menstrual cycle. The image of blobs of
blood us, 2000

blob verb 1 to suffer from a sexually transmitted infection. Literally,
‘to drip’, but after BLOB (a gonorrhoeal ulcer) Uk 1984, 2 t0 make a
mistake UK 1999

blobby adjective used for describing uneven stage lighting vk, 1952

blob hammock noun a sanitary towel. Combines BLOB (the bleed
period of the menstrual cycle) with the image of a hammock, also
seen in WEE HAMMOCK UK, 2002

blob out verb to relax completely. Commmonly used in conversation
since the 1980s NEW ZEALAND, 2003

block noun 1 a prison segregation unit Uk 199. 2 prison us, 19s3.
3 marijuana or hashish compressed in a block Uk, 2000. 4 a
measured quantity of morphine uk 1992. § a ban, an embargo.
Used in phrases like PUT A BLOCK ON and PUT THE BLOCK ON UK, 1970.
6 used as a retort after being insulted us, 1992. 7 a watch. Circus
and carnival usage us, 1972. » do your block; do the block to
lose control; to lose your temper AUSTRALIA, 1907. B knock
someone’s block off used as a threat of personal violence Uk
1984. » on the block 1 engaged in prostitution on the street us,
1941. 2 subjected to serial rape NEw ZEALAND, 1973. B put a block
on; put the block on 1 to veto, ban, or embargo something.
Literally, to apply ‘a block” (@ ban) Uk, 191. 2 in prison, to reinforce
the regulations Uk 1995. » use your block to act wisely AUSTRALIA,

1959

block verb 1 to sodomise someone or subject them to serial rape
NEW ZEALAND, 1978. 2 0 fool someone AUSTRALIA, 1955

block! used as the riposte to ‘facel’, thus preventing notional
embarrassment. Youth slang us, 1997

blockaides noun condoms. Coined in response to AIDS Uk 1998
block and tackle noun illegally manufactured whisky us 1974

block boy noun a youth who spends his abundant free time idling
on a street corner, looking or hoping for trouble us, 1970

blockbuster noun 1 a capsule of pentobarbital sodium (trade name
Nembutal™), a central nervous system depressant. Sometimes
shortened to ‘buster’ us, 1970. 2 a heavy bomb powerful enough to
flatten a city block; hence anything that makes a considerable
impact. Initially used by the Royal Air Force; since the 1960s gener-
ally applied as journalistic or marketing terms for films, novels, etc
Us, 1942. 3 2 .357 Magnum bullet us, 1962

blocked adjective drunk or drug-intoxicated, especially by amphet-
amine, barbiturate or marijuana. The experiencing of real life is
blocked out us, 1956

blocker noun 1 a confederate who shields a casino cheat from being
seen as he robs a slot machine us, 19s4. 2 a member of a
shoplifting team who distracts attention and blocks pursuit Uk, 199

blockhead noun 1 a stupid fool, an idiot. Originally ‘a wooden base
for hats or wigs’, hence ‘wooden-headed’ UK 1s549. 2 a drunken yob.
This usage was coined by lan Dury in the song ‘Blockheads’, which
offered the lyrical definition: ""pissed up" gangs of lads’ uk 1977. 3 a
marijuana user. A combination of BLOCK (marijuana) and HEAD (a
user) UK 2001. & a railway brakeman us, 1977
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block hustle noun a small-scale swindle us 1997

blockie noun 1 a farmer on a small block of land. Sometimes heard
as ‘blocker” AUSTRALIA, 1944. 2 In Queensland, Victoria and Tasmania,
a circuit of a street block in a vehicle done, especially repeatedly,
for entertainment AUSTRALIA, 2003

blocking noun serial sex between one person and multiple partners,
consensual or not, heterosexual or homosexual NEW ZEALAND, 1998

block-rockin’ adjective expressive of greatness with regard to hip-hop
and club culture. Extends rockin’ as a general term of approval
with the punning suggestion that whatever is so described has the
power to rock a city block us, 2000

blocks noun dice Us, 195>. » put the blocks to someone to have
sex with someone us 1sss. » up on blocks in the bleed period of
the menstrual cycle. A mechanical image of an out of service car
being up on blocks for repair Uk 2002

block-up adjective Marijuana-intoxicated U, 2002

blog noun a regularly updated Internet webpage of links to

interesting news stories or websites annotated with personal
commentary. An abbreviation of ‘weblog’ us, 1999

blog verb to create or update a weblog us 2000
blogger noun a person who maintains a weblog us, 2000

blogosphere noun the areas of interest that preoccupy those who
create or pay attention to blogs [web logs] Uk, 2002

bloke noun 1.2 man; a fellow. Generally used in a neutral sense, but
also commonly in a positive sense connoting a ‘decent, down-to-
earth, unpretentious man’, especially in the phrase ‘good bloke’.
There has been a recent trend, since the 1990s, to also use ‘bloke’
negatively to mean a ‘male chauvinist’ uk 1829. 2 a boyfriend
AUSTRALIA, 1908. 3 @ homosexual man’s boyfriend or partner.
Originally recorded as a navy usage Uk 1937. 4 a male animal
AUSTRALIA, 1982. 5 @ person of any gender. A rare usage AUSTRALIA, 1988

bloke car noun a sports car on the downslope of its career sold to
American pilots stationed in the United Kingdom uk, 1992

bloker noun a cocaine user us, 1992

blokey noun a man. An elaboration of BLOKE UK 2000

blokey adjective (0f a man) chauvinistic; masculine in a negative way
AUSTRALIA, 1992

blokeyness; blokiness noun the state of being blokey AUSTRALIA, 1994

blokish; blokeish adjective describes men’s behaviour that is
straightforwardly, perhaps stereotypically, ‘masculine’ uk 1957

blonde noun 1 coffee with cream us 1952, 2 golden-leafed marijuana
UK, 2003

blonde adjective foolish, daft, silly. Teen slang, from the stereotypical
attributes ascribed to blondes Uk, 2003

blonde and sweet adjective (used of coffee) with cream and sugar
s, 1945

blonde from the coast noun a pale, light-coloured marijuana with
claims by sellers that it comes from Colombia Us, 1976

blondie; blondy noun a blonde-haired person; when spelt with a
capital B, a nickname for such a person. Famously in the cartoon
strip Blondie by Chic Young, from 1930, although unlikely to have
been coined by him. Adopted in 1974 by the pop group Blondie
US, 1948

blonk noun an incompetent, inept, boring person AUSTRALIA, 1985
bloober noun a female breast us, 1954

bloochie noun any cumbersome object. From Polish immigrant
speech us, 1982

blood noun 1 a black person us j9s5. 2 used as a general form of
address regardless of race, signalling friendliness. From the pre-
vious sense; sometimes spelt ‘blud” Uk 2002. 3 wine US, 1959. 4 pizza
sauce Us, 199%. 5 tomato juice Us 195. » make someone’s blood
boil to infuriate someone vk 1s4s. » your blood is worth
bottling you are wonderful AusTrALIA, 1958

blood! used for expressing strong disapproval JAMAICA, 1978
blood alley noun an unsafe stretch of a road us, 1978

blood bank noun 1 a hospital ux 1981, 2 a finance company us, 1975
blood box noun an ambulance us, 197
blood bread noun payment for donating blood us, 1971

blood chit noun a written notice in several languages, carried by
members of the American armed forces, identifying the person as
American and promising a reward for help in evading the enemy.
The US Department of Defense Policy on Blood Chits states that
the chits ‘are a tool used by an evader or escapee after all other
measures of independent evasion and escape have failed and the
evader(s) considers assistance vital to survival. Upon receiving
assistance, the evader or escapee provides the assistor with the
blood chit number. The blood chit represents an obligation of the
U.S. Government to compensate the claimant, or his immediate
family if the claimant is deceased, for services rendered to DoD
personnel.” The version used in the Vietnam war had the plea for
‘assistance in obtaining food, shelter and protection’ in English,
Burmese, Chinese, Thai, Laotian, Cambodian, Vietnamese,
Malayan, Indonesian, Tagalog, Visayan, French and Dutch us, 1941

bloodclaat; bloodclot; blood clot noun a contemptible person.
West Indian, hence UK black patois; literally a ‘sanitary towel’,
applied figuratively JAMAICA, 1994

blood clart adjective used as a negative intensifier. Black urban
youth slang, of Jamaican origins Uk, 2006

blood cloth noun an improvised sanitary towel ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA,

1996
blood factory noun a hospital Uk 2000
bloodhound verb to track someone down us, 193

blood house noun 1 a tavern with a reputation for brawling nvew
ZEALAND, 1999. 2 a public hotel, especially a rough one AUSTRALIA, 1952

blood in verb in prison, to establish your credentials for toughness
by slashing another prisoner us, 2000

blood in, blood out used for expressing the rules for entering (to
kill) and leaving (to be killed) a prison gang us, 2000

bloodman noun a person who is at any moment capable of physical
violence us, 2002

blood money noun in gambling, money that is won after long, hard
work us, 1979

blood nose noun a nose that is bleeding, as from a punch AUSTRALIA,

1960
bloodnut noun a red-haired person AUSTRALIA, 1998

blood poker noun poker played as business with no social trappings
UsS, 1988

blood simple adjective crazed by violence Us, 1994

blood stripe noun a military promotion that is made possible only
by the demotion of another unit member us, 198

bloodwagon noun an ambulance vk, 1922

blood weapon noun a weapon captured from an enemy soldier,
especially a soldier killed by the man taking the weapon us, 199

blood wings noun the first set of parachute insignia that a
paratrooper receives upon qualification at different levels of
expertise US, 1989

Bloody noun a Bloody Mary drink, made with vodka and tomato
juice us, 1978

bloody adjective 1 used as an intensifier; damned. After the adverbial
use. Popular belief holds ‘bloody’ to be blasphemous and derives
it as a contraction of ‘by our lady’ however there are no grounds
to support this contention. Life’s blood itself must be the signifi-
cant source. In the UK the most famous use is probably ‘Not
bloody likely!" in the play Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw,
which shocked London audiences when first performed in 1916
The high frequency with which this term was used in Australia,
especially in colonial times, has led to the appellation ‘the Great
Australian Adjective’. In 1847, a commentator noted that a
bullock-driver (proverbially great swearers) used the term 25 times
in a quarter-hour period, and thus calculated that he would have
said ‘this disgusting word’ no less than 18,200,000 times in the
course of 50 years (Australian National Dictionary). Though
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formerly ranked amongst the strongest taboo terms among polite
speakers, and not permitted in print, it was evidently part of daily
speech for many working class people. Now still commonly used
in informal contexts. Taboo-wise its place has been taken by the
Synonymous FUCKING. Writing in 1942, one Australian
commentator observed ‘that "bloody" was no longer the main
Australian adjective’, uk 1676. 2 unpleasant; unpleasantly difficult vk

1934

bloody adverb exceedingly Uk e
-bloody- infix damned AUSTRALIA, 1945

bloody cunt hat noun a narrow green cap worn by English Army
officers Uk, 1950

bloody hell!; bee aitch; BH used for registering shock, surprise,
exasperation, etc. Combines BLOODY (an intensifier) with HELL (used
in oaths) to create an expletive so familiar that it is often
pronounced as one word. Occasionally abbreviated to euphemistic
initials Uk 1955

Bloody Mary noun 1 a drink made of vodka and tomato juice, and,
optionally, Tabasco or Worcester Sauce. From the colour; ultimately
a pun on the nickname of Queen Mary, 15161558 Uk, 19s. 2 the
bleed period of a woman'’s menstrual cycle us, 198

bloody oath! used to register (enthusiastic) agreement AUSTRALIA, 1848

bloody well aaverb definitely, certainly. A British slang expression
used in English parts of its former colonies; extended from the
adverbial sense of BLOODY AUSTRALIA, 1904

blooey adjective » go blooey to go out of business; to break down
completely us, 1910

blooker noun an M79 grenade launcher. Vietnam war usage. It is a
single-shot, break-open, breech-loading, shoulder-fired weapon us,
1973

bloomer noun 1 a mistake Uk 1ss9. 2 in the circus or carnival, a
complete lack of business Uk, 1904. 3 in horse racing, a horse that
performs well early in the morning during the workout but not in
a race later in the day us, 1951. 4 an empty wallet, purse or safe us,

1949

bloomer boy noun a paratrooper uUs, 1943

Bloomie’s nickname the Bloomingdale’s department store, especially
the original store located on Third Avenue between 59th and €0th
Streets, New York us, 1977

blooming adjective a mild intensifier, a euphemism for ‘bleeding’
Usage popularised in the 1880s by music hall singer Alfred The
Great’ Vance UKk, 1879

blooming well adaverb used as an intensifier Uk, 1959

bloop noun in the television and film industries, a device used on
the junction of a photographic sound track to eliminate any audio
cue that there is a splice in the film us 190

blooper noun 1 an error, especially a humiliating and/or humorous
one us, 1947. 2 in television, radio or film making, an
unintentionally funny misspoken line us, 1926. 3 an M79 grenade
launcher. Vietnam war usage. It is a single-shot, break-open,
breech-loading, shoulder-fired weapon us, 1978

blooper ball noun 1 slow-pitch softball us, 19s7. 2 a grenade used in
an M-79 grenade launcher us, 1952

bloop tube; bloop gun noun an M79 grenade launcher. Vietnam
war usage. It is a single-shot, break-open, breech-loading, shoulder-
fired weapon us, 1971

blooter noun a task that is quickly and sloppily performed ux
SCOTLAND, 1988

blooter verb 1 to incapacitate someone with a violent blow vk
SCOTLAND, 2003. 2 10 do something to excess UK: SCOTLAND, 1988. 3 tO
drink heavily Uk: SCOTLAND, 1988

blootered adjective drunk. Possibly from Scottish bluiter (to talk
foolishly), or a corruption of PLOOTERED (drunk) Uk 1911

bloozer noun an utter sentimentalist Uk 1985
blossom noun a facial blemish us 1942

blot noun the anus or backside. From conventional ‘blot’ (a dark
patch) AUSTRALIA, 1945

blot verb » blot the copybook in horse racing, to fail dramatically
and completely AUSTRALIA, 1939. B blot your copy book to make a
mistake, or to make a bad impression, or to spoil your record. A
figurative use of school imagery Uk 1937

blotch noun food. Anglo-Irish, 1958

blotch verb to stain your underwear when what had seemed like
flatulence was something more us, 1959

blotter noun 1 a tiny piece of absorbent paper impregnated with
LSD and ingested as such us, 1971. 2 cocaine Uk, 2003. 3 the record of
arrests held at a police station us, 1970

blotter cube noun a type of LSD Uk 2003

blotting paper noun food eaten to mollify the effects of alcohol
when on a binge AUSTRALIA, 1960

blotto adjective very drunk; in a drunken stupor. Possibly from the
absorbent quality of blotting paper, or from a conventional mid-
C19 usage of ‘blotted” as ‘blurred” Uk 1917

blottoed adjective drunk ux 2002

blouse noun 1 2 woman, especially a business woman Uk 1997. 2 an
overly effeminate male; a weak man AUSTRALIA, 2003. 3 in card
playing, a singleton. Sometimes embellished to ‘blousey suit’ Uk,
1961

bloused adgjective in card playing, to have been dealt a singleton
From BLOUSE AUSTRALIA, 1941

blow noun 1 cocaine us, .2 heroin us 2002, 3 a dose of a drug,
especially a dose of cocaine to be snorted us 1953. 4 marijuana Uk
199. § a cigarette; a smoke UK 193. 6 a rest from work. From the
sense as ‘smoking tobacco’, traditionally done on a break AUSTRALIA,
1910. 7 a breath of fresh air, a ‘breather’, especially in the phrase
‘get a blow’ UK 1849. 8 an act of oral sex performed on a man. A
contraction of BLOW JOB US, 1946. 9 a high wind; a strong storm; a
cyclone AUSTRALIA, 1935. 10 in horse racing, a lengthening of the
odds being offered AUSTRALIA, 198s. 11 a confidence swindle involving
the claimed ability to change the denomination on currency us
1957. » have a blow 1 to sniff glue new ZeALAND, 199, 2 Of
musicians, to make music UK, 1984

blow verb 1 to smoke, especially to smoke marijuana. Originally ‘to
smoke a pipe or cigar’, now drugs use only. Usage often specifies
marijuana thus ‘blow SHIT', ‘blow a STICK', etc Us, 1772. 2 to register
on a blood alcohol breath testing device us, 1978. 3 to perform oral
sex US, 1930. 4 t0 masturbate Uk 1973. 5 t0 orgasm; to ejaculate
AUSTRALIA, 1952. 6 tO open something with explosives Uk 1s02. 7 to
inform, to betray someone; to tell tales. Originally a conventional
usage but progressed in status to slang in the mid-C17 uk, 1575. 8 t0
boast AUSTRALIA, 1858. 9 tO spoil something, to destroy something us,
1899. 10 tO waste an opportunity, to bungle us, 197. 11 to dismiss
something as of no importance; to damn something. Semi-
exclamatory; euphemistic Uk 183s. 12 t0 be useless, unpopular,
distasteful. Often in the context of an exclamation such as ‘That
blows!” us 1997. 13 to spend money, especially in a lavish or
wasteful manner Uk, 187. 1410 leave US, 1s98. 15 tO play a musical
instrument. Used with all instruments, not just those requiring
wind us, 1949. 16 used as a mild replacement for ‘damn’ Uk, 1781.
17 to lengthen the odds offered on a horse or greyhound; (of a
horse or greyhound) to have its odds lengthen AUSTRALIA, 1975.
» blow a gasket to lose your temper completely us 1949,
» blow a hype to become overexcited us, 19s5. » blow a load
to ejaculate us, 199s. » blow a nut to ejaculate US 1992, » blow a
shot while trying to inject a drug, to miss the vein or otherwise
waste the drug us, 19s6. » blow a tank to use an explosive charge
to open a safe New ZEALAND, 199s. > blow a vein while injecting a
drug, to cause a vein to collapse us, 1972. » blow and go to vent
air before an ascent to the surface while outside a submarine us,
19¢1. » blow beets to vomit us 1ess. » blow chow to vomit us,
1983. » blow chunks to vomit us 1992. » blow dinner to vomit
uUs 19%5. » blow down someone’s ear to whisper to someone
UK 1938. > blow dust to shoot a gun us 2c0r. » blow grits to
vomit us, 1979. » blow its poke (of a fish) to regurgitate its
stomach. The word ‘poke” is a very old English word for ‘bag’
CANADA, 1952. » blow lunch to vomit us 195. » blow pies to
vomit us, 2003. » blow smoke 1 to brag us 1946, 2 to inhale crack
cocaine smoke Uk 199s. » blow someone’s mind 1 to amaze
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someone; to surprise someone; to shock someone. A figurative
sense, extended from the sense as a ‘hallucinogenic experience’
Us, 1965. 2 10 render someone unable to comprehend uUs, 191.

» blow someone’s top 1 to render someone unable to
comprehend us, 191. 2 to induce psychosis in someone us, 1946.

» blow the brains out to install a sun roof on a car us, 71997.

» blow the cobwebs away to take some fresh air or exercise
and so become revivified Uk, 2003. » blow the gaff to reveal a
secret, to inform vk 1s12. » blow the lid off (of a secret plan or
a hidden state-of-affairs) to publicly reveal something, especially to
expose it in a spectacular way us, 1923. » blow the rag to deploy
a reserve parachute when the main parachute fails to deploy us,
1991. » blow the whistle to inform against an activity or crime
and by so doing cause the subject of such complaint to cease Uk,
1934. » blow this cookie stand to leave us, 1977. » blow this
disco to leave Us 1992 » blow this popsicle stand to leave Us
1985 » blow this taco stand to leave us 19ss. » blow this trap
to leave us 1955. » blow tubes to smoke marijuana filtered
through glass tubes us, 1991. » blow your bags to boast. Possibly
from ‘bagpipes’, in a similar way to the conventional ‘blow your
own trumpet’ AUSTRALIA, 1957. > blow your beans to ejaculate
AUSTRALIA, 1985. B blow your bowel bugle to fart ux i973. » blow
your cap to become uncontrollable with anger or excitement
Beatniks’ variation on BLOW YOUR TOP UK 19s4. » blow your
cookies to ejaculate Uk 2000. » blow your cool to become very
angry, excited, nervous, etc. Since the mid-1950s it has been
uncool in youth and counterculture to demonstrate too much
emotion us, 1957. » blow your dust to ejaculate ux 1973. » blow
your jets to become angry Us 1%0. » blow your lid to lose your
control emotionally; to become angry us, 1935. » blow your lump
to completely lose your emotional composure us, 1951. » blow
your mind 1 to have a hallucinogenic experience; to experience a
pyschotic break as a result of drug use us 195. 2 to lose your mind,
to go crazy, to render unable to comprehend us, 1965. » blow
your roof to smoke marijuana us, 1950. » blow your stack to
lose your temper us, 1947. » blow your top 1 to explode with
anger Uk, 1928. 2 to lose your mind, to go crazy Us, 19s1. 3 to lose
emotional control Us, 1946. 4 to engage in inconsequential
conversation us 1947. » blow your wheels to act without
restraint us 19ss. » blow your wig to lose emotional control; to
become angry us 1952. » blow 2’s to sleep. Vietnam war usage us,
1991

blow!; blow it!; blow you! used as a non-profane oath U, 1823

blow away verb 1 t0 kill someone, usually with a gun us, 210
impress or astonish someone; hence, to be impressed or
astonished us, 1975

blowback noun a method of smoking marijuana that requires two
people: one takes the lit end of a joint into the mouth and blows,
thus forcing the smoke into the lungs of the inhaler at the usual
end; hence, any improvised method of forcing marijuana smoke
for another to inhale; an act of inhaling exhaled marijuana smoke
by simply placing your lips close to the exhaler’s Uk, 199

blow back verb in gambling, to lose all or most of your winnings us,

1990

blow bath noun during the war in Vietnam, a bath, massage and sex

US, 1969
blow blue verb to inhale powdered cocaine Uk 199
blowboy noun a male homosexual us,

blowby noun in a car or truck, exhaust gases and carbon particles
that enter the crankcase instead of being diverted into the exhaust
system. So named because the particles and gases ‘blow by’ the
piston rings us, 1960

blow dart noun a hypodermic needle used to inject drugs us, 1971
blow down verb to shoot and kill someone us, 1571

blower noun 1 a telephone. Carried over from the ‘speaking tube’
which was blown through to alert the receiver; has also been
applied to the telegraph system when used for the transmission of
racing results. During World War 2, and for some time after,
applied to a public address system Uk 1922. 2 someone who
succeeds at failing most of what they attempt. A noun formation
from BLOW as a verb (to be useless) Us, 1993. 3 a respirator us, 1994

4in a jazz band, a soloist us, 1960. 5 a handkerchief us, 1950
marijuana smoker Us, 1949. 7 a party Us, 2001. 8 a pistol us
hot rodding and drag racing, a supercharger us, 1948

blowhard noun a boaster, a braggart us, 1857

blowhole noun 1 the mouth s 1950. 2 the anus us, 1947

blowie noun 1 an act of oral sex on a man. An abbreviated BLOW JOB
AUSTRALIA, 1999. 2 @ blowfly AUSTRALIA, 1916

blow-in noun 1 the arrival in prison of a new prisoner us
new arrival; a person who has dropped in AUSTRALIA, 1937

blow in verb to arrive Us, 1852

blowing smoke noun marijuana ux 1993

blow it! >see: BLOW!

blow job noun 1 an act of oral sex performed on a man, or,
occasionally, a woman us, 1942. 2 a favourable film review us, 1997.
3 a safe robbery in which explosives are used to gain access to the
safe US 1973. 4 a jet aircraft. Royal Air Force use. A jocular appli-
cation of the sexual sense (oral sex) but also in comparison to a
piston-driven engine Uk 1984

blowman noun a member of a youth gang designated as a shooter
us, 1979

blow me down! used as an expression of surprise UK 1923

blow monkey noun a person with a strong interest in performing
oral sex and/or using cocaine us, 1997

blown adjective 1 drunk or drug-intoxicated s, 19s0. 2 of a blood vein,
collapsed us, 19s9. 3 in hot rodding and drag racing, using a
supercharger; of any car, but especially a racing car, supercharged
Us, 1948

blown away adjective drunk or drug-intoxicated us, 7987

blown in adjective Of a car, partially resprayed. Used by the motor
trade UK, 1968

1949. 2 &

blown out adjective 1 said of choppy ocean conditions unfavourable
for surfing us, 1963. 2 among London taxi drivers, having failed to
get a final fare-paying passenger Uk, 1939. 3 drug-intoxicated us, 1972

blow-off noun 1 the end of a circus performance; the final perform-
ance in a circus engagement us, 7973. 2 in the circus or carnival,
the crowd leaving a performance us, 19s0. 3 oral sex performed on
a man us, 1972. 4 the moment in a confidence swindle when the
victim is left to discover his 10ss US, 1969

blow off verb 1 to fart Uk 1984. 2 (of a male) to orgasm, ejaculate
AUSTRALIA, 1971. 3 10 scold someone AUSTRALIA, 1947. 41O ignore, to
dismiss someone Us, 1965. 5 to fail to attend us, 19s5. 6 in hot
rodding, to win a race us, i

blow-off number noun a wrong telephone number deliberately
given to an unwanted suitor. From BLOW OFF (to dismiss). Coined
for US television comedy Seinfeld, 1993 -98 us, 1997

blow out noun 1 a heavy meal Uk 1924. 2 a party or meal unlimited
by normal rules of conduct us, 1815. 3 in horse racing, a short but
intense workout several days before a race us 19s. 4 crack cocaine
UK 1998. 5 an utter failure us 193s. » give someone the blowout
to rid yourself of someone us, 1979

blow out verb 1 (0f a police case) to fail. Metropolitan Police slang
Figurative use of ‘blow out’ (a pneumatic tyre puncturing
suddenly) Uk 1970. 2 to reject an agreement or responsibility. More
often elaborated as BLOW OUT OF THE WATER UK, 71984. 3 TO
manufacture drugs Uk, 2001. 4o lengthen the odds offered on a
horse or greyhound; to have its odds lengthen AUSTRALIA, 1971
» blow out of the water to reject something absolutely,
especially when applied to an agreement or responsibility Uk 2002

blows noun heroin vk 2002
blowsing noun the sniffing of glue or other industrial solvents Uk, 1952
blow that for a joke! used for a complete rejection New ZEALAND,

1998

blow through verb 1 to leave AUSTRALIA 1950. 2 tO give information
over the telephone. To use the BLOWER (a telephone) Uk, 1970

blow torch noun 1 in military aviation, a jet fighter us 1950. 2 in drag
racing, a car powered by a jet engine us, 195
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Blowtorch Bob; Blowtorch nickname Robert William Komer, a
Lieutenant Colonel in the US Army and a CIA operative in
Vietnam from 1967 to 70. It is said that the nickname was coined
by US Ambassador to Vietnam Henry Cabot Lodge, who likened
arguing with Komer to having a blowtorch aimed at the seat of
your trousers us, 1991

blow-up noun 1 an emotionally intense quarrel that soon blows over.
From the explosive quality of such conflicts Uk 1s09. 2 a corpse that
has exploded from a build-up of internal gas us, 192

blow up verb 1 10 lose your temper Uk, 7g71. 2 in an endurance sport,
especially cycling, to reach a point of utter exhaustion us, 2001. 3 to
quit a job without notice Us, 1946. 4 to inform against someone. A
variation of BLOW THE WHISTLE Uk, 1982. § (used of a telephone,
especially a mobile phome) to ring us, 2002. 6 tO receive repeated
electronic pages us, 2001. 7 (used of a racehorse) to breath hard
after a race us, 1997

blow you! ©>see: BLOW!

blow-your-mind roulette noun a drug activity in which a variety of
pills are mixed together and individuals take a random selection of
pills from the mix us, 1970

BLT noun 1 a bacon, Jettuce and tomato sandwich us, 1952. 2 a police
officer /ooking for trouble. From BACON (a police officer). Punning
on the common usage as a ‘bacon, lettuce and tomato sandwich’
CANADA, 2002

blubber noun 1 a fat person us, 1997. 2 the act of using the thumb
and forefinger to pinch another’s cheeck us, 1950

blubberbag noun a rubber petrol or fuel-oil transport tank canapa,
1964

blubberbutt noun an obese person us 1952
blubbers noun the female breasts us, 1949

bludge noun 1 an easy job, requiring little work AUSTRALIA 1943. 2 @
respite from work or duty AUSTRALIA, 1957. 3 an instance of takmg it
€asy 0N a job AUSTRALIA, 1957. 4 an act of borrowing or sponging NEW
ZEALAND, 1974

bludge verb 1 to live off another’s hospitality. A back formation from
bludger . Usually with ‘on’, though since the 1960s also with ‘off’
AUSTRALIA, 1899. 2 tO borrow somethmg to cadge something new
ZEALAND, 1945. 3 10 relax, especially when there is work to be done
USTRALIA, 1942

bludger noun 1 a pimp; a man who lives off the earnings of a
prostitute. This is the earliest sense of this word and derives from
the obsolete British and early Australian slang ‘bludgeoner’ (a
pimp who uses a bludgeon to rob people visiting his prostitute).
They were also called 'stick slingers’. By 1900 the sense ‘pimp’ was
well established. The strongly negative sense of sponging off
others derives from the fundamental nature of the pimp AUSTRALIA,
1898. 2 a lazy person who does not do their fair share of work; a
person who lives off another’s hospitality AUSTRALIA, 1900. 3 @
despicable person AUSTRALIA, 1906. 4 & stingy person who borrows
rather than buys AUSTRALIA, 1972. 5 any person. Often in the phrase
‘poor bludger’ (a sorry individual) AUSTRALIA, 1969. 6 USed jocularly or
affectionately as a term of address to friends AUSTRALIA, 1960.

7 something which causes aggravation AUSTRALIA, 1992

bludging noun used as the verbal noun of bludge AUSTRALIA 1954
bludging adjective |azy AUSTRALIA, 1948

blue noun 1 methylated spirits as an alcoholic drink. From the colour
of the fluid uk 1966. 2 an amphetamine tablet. From the colour of
the tablet Uk 1992. 3 a barbiturate capsule us, 199. 4 a capsule of
Drinamy™, a combination of dexamphetamine sulphate and
amylobarbitone. A favourite drug of abuse for mid-1960s Mods Uk
7985. 8 crack cocaine UK 2003. 6 cocaine Us, 1945. 7 Foster’'s beer
AUSTRALIA, 1988. 8 an argument, dispute AUSTRALIA, 1967. 9 a fight, a
brawl AUSTRALIA, 7943. 10 an error, a mistake AUSTRALIA, 1947. 11 a police
officer Uk 1844, 12 a trusted prisoner with special privileges and
responsibilies NEW ZEALAND, 19s9. 13 Doy, as an affectionate or
possessive form of address; a young male homosexual. Gay slang,
current in UK prisons February 2002; possibly from the nursery
rhyme ‘Little Boy Blue come blow on your horn’, punning on
HORN (an erection) UK 2002. 14 a black man. A shortened BLUE BOY
US, 1954. 15 @ Work protest NEW ZEALAND, 2007. > on the blue (used

of a bet) on credit AUSTRALIA, 19s9. » out of the blue
unexpectedly, suddenly and surprisingly us, 1970. » under the
blue said of a rigged carnival game being operated with police
protection us, 1985

blue verb 1 to squander money. A possible variant of BLOW UK, 1846.
2 of a bookmaker, to lose on a race Uk, 1937. 3 to fight AUSTRALIA, 1962.
4 10 arrest someone. Allusion to the BOYS IN BLUE (the police) Uk,
1997. § in horse racing, to commit an error of judgment AUSTRALIA,
1989

blue adjective 1 depressed, sad Uk 1s21. 2 sexually explicit, porno-
graphic Uk, 1se4. » all blue in poker, a flush consisting of clubs or
spades Us, 1967

blue acid noun LSD. Named because of its colour when dripped
onto sugar or blotting paper, or from the colour of a hallucination
US, 1969

blue almonds noun a recreational drug cocktail of Viagra™, an
erection-inducing drug taken recreationally for performance
enhancement, and MDMA, the recreational drug best known as
ecstasy. Apparently in popular use amongst lesbians in Sydney
AUSTRALIA, 2003

blue and clear noun an amphetamine tablet us 1993

blue and white noun a police car. A variation on BLACK AND WHITE US,
1974

blue angel noun a tablet of Amytal™, a central nervous system
depressant Us, 1967

blue-arsed fly noun used as an example of something in a state of
agitation or frenzied activity AUSTRALIA, 1955

blue baby noun a capsule of the synthetic opiate oxycodone used
recreationally us, 2003

blue bag noun 1 a police uniform us 1973. 2 heroin Uk, 2002

blue balls noun 1 a pain in the testicles caused by long periods of
sexual arousal without release. Also South African variant ‘blou
balles’ us, 1976. 2 any sexually transmitted infection us, 1912

blue band noun a capsule of Carbitral™, a central nervous system
depressant. On 27th August 1967, Brian Epstein, manager of the
Beatles, was found dead from an overdose of Carbitral us, 1971

blue bark noun a pass for a military person travelling home for a
family member’s funeral CANADA, 1995

blue barrel noun a blue, barrel-shaped tablet of LSD us, 1971

blueberry noun 1 marijuana with blue-coloured buds and a ‘fruity’
flavour; especially a locally grown variety in British Columbia
CANADA, 2002. 2 a resident of the Lac-St-Jean area, Quebec. The most
famous and widespread use of this word (which comes from the
large blueberry crop grown in the area) was the nickname of
Howie Morenz, Canadiens hockey player, known as the ‘Bionic
Blueberry’ CANADA, 2001

blueberry grunt noun in Nova Scotia, a deep-dish blueberry pie
CANADA, 1995

bluebird noun a capsule of amobarbital sodium (trade name
Amytal™), a central nervous system depresssant Us, 1953

bluebirds noun waves on the horizon, seen from near the shore us,
1964

blue blazes noun used as a euphemism for ‘the hell’ AUSTRALIA, 1932

blue bloater noun 1 a hospital patient suffering from chronic
bronchitis. The blue colouring is from lack of oxygen; the bloating
is from the lungs as they retain water us, 1994. 2 an overweight
patient suffering from emphysema us, 1973

blue bomber noun a central nervous system stimulant Uk, 196

blue book noun 1 in horse racing, a sheet showing the contenders
in a day’s races, the odds on the horses and the handicapping us,
1957. 2 a test in school or university. From the examination
booklets bound in light blue paper used in many US schools and
universities uUs, 1951

bluebottle noun 1 a police officer. A singular occurence in
Shakespeare's Henry IV Part 1, 1597, then unrecorded until 1846
UK, 1846. 2 @ Ministry of Defence uniformed warden Uk, 199. 3 a
Portugese man-of-war uUs, 1991
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blue box noun 1 2 homemade electronic tone generator used for
manipulating and defrauding telephone networks. Generic, poss-
ibly after the colour of the first model us, 1974. 2 a police van used
for transporting prisoners us, 197

blue boy noun 1 an amphetamine tablet us, 1952. 2 a black man us,
1967. 3 a police officer. From the traditional blue uniform Uk 1833

blue bullet noun a capsule of amobarbital sodium (trade name
Amytal™), a central nervous system depressant uUs, 1977

blue can noun a can of Foster's beer AUSTRALIA, 2003

blue cap noun a military prison staff member. From the blue-topped
cap worn as a part of the uniform uk 1979

blue chair noun LSD. Possibly a variation of BLUE CHEER (LSD) US,

975

blue cheer noun a type of LSD (usually mixed with Methedrine™)
supplied in blue pills or capsules. From Blue Cheer™, a branded
detergent us, 1970

blue cheese noun hashish us 1992

blue-chip adjective of the highest quality. A term that spread from
poker (the blue chip is the highest value) to stocks to general
usage Us, 1904

blue-chipper noun an excellent student athlete with potential for
playing professionally us, 19s4

blue-clue caper noun a scheme by one police officer to cause harm
to another police officer us, 1983

bluecoat noun a police officer us 197

blue collar adjective belonging to or characteristic of the working
class us, 1950

blue de Hue noun marijuana from Vietnam. Misspelt and
mispronounced, ‘blue” sounds like the past tense of BLOW
(marijuana) and the Vietnamese city of ‘Hue’ does not rhyme with
‘blue’, except in this instance us, 1982

blue devil noun a capsule of amobarbital sodium (trade name
Amytal™), a central nervous system depressant Us, 1967

blue doll noun a capsule of amobarbital sodium (trade name
Amytal™), a central nervous system depressant us, 1977

blue duck noun 1 a failure, a flop AUSTRALIA, 1895. 2 rain or fog NEW
ZEALAND, 1951

blue duppy noun a bruise, especially one produced by a cricket ball
BARBADOS, 1965

blue-eyed boy noun a person who is unreasonably favoured.
Derogatory UK, 1924

blue-eyed devil noun a white person us 1972

blue-eyed Indian noun in trucking, a truck owned by the Navajo
Freight Lines us, 1976

blue eyes noun a pupil favoured by a teacher. From conventional
BLUE-EYED BOY UK, 1974

blue fever noun any sexually transmitted infection. Navy ‘lower
decks’ usage UK, 1961

blue fit noun a state of shock New ZeaLAND,
blue flags noun LSD us 197
blue-flame verb to ignite a fart AUSTRALIA 1992

blue flamer noun a zealot Us 1991

blue flu noun an organised work stoppage in which all the affected
workers call in sick the same day Us, 1967

blue flue boat noun a ship of the Blue Funnel Line (‘Blue Flue
Line’). Recorded as a ‘Blue-Funneller’ in 1929 and not recorded in
this form until 1984; the shipping line ceased to exist in 1986 UK,
71984

blue foot noun 1 a prostitute. David Powis suggests that this is poss-
ibly of West Indian origin. In 1940s Jamaica ‘a bluefoot man’ is an
‘outsider’ Uk, 1977. 2 a white prisoner. Used by black prisoners Uk,
1996

blue funk noun a state of extreme fear Uk 1861

bluegill noun the penis us, 1990

bluegrass verb to commit someone to the Lexington (Kentucky)
Federal Narcotics Hospital. Kentucky’s nickname is ‘the Bluegrass
State’ us, 1953

blue hair noun an older person, especially an older woman us, 1981
blue happiness noun liquid morphine us, 1959

blue haze noun the sense of euphoria and distance produced by a
large dose of alprazolam (trade name Xanax™), a benzodiazepine
used for short term relief of symptoms of anxiety us, 1993

blue heaven noun 1 sodium amytal, a barbiturate us, 1954. 2 LSD.
Named because of the colour of the drug when dripped onto
sugar or blotting paper, or possibly from the colour of a
hallucination us, 1977

blue hero noun heroin Uk 2003

blue ice noun frozen toilet waste from an aircraft which melts off
and falls us, 1982

blue in the armor noun a can of Pabst Blue Ribbon beer us 197

bluejack verb to send an anonymous one-way message to a mobile
phone enabled with ‘Bluetooth’ radio technology Uk, 2004

blue jay noun a capsule of sodium amytal, a compound used as a
sedative and hypnotic us, 1953

blue job noun any member of an official service that wears a blue
uniform (police, Royal Navy, Royal Air Force, etc) Uk, 1943

blue John noun strong, homemade whisky us, 195

blue juice noun a powerful wave us, 1991

blue lady noun methylated spirits NEW ZEALAND, 1988

blue lamp disco noun a police car with flashing lights Uk, 191
blue light noun a marked police car us, 1976

blue line noun a river. From the designation of a river on a map us,
1976

blue line sweep noun a military operation on a river or stream. In
Vietnam military jargon, a ‘blue feature” was a body of water and a
‘blue line” was a stream or river as depicted on a map Us, 1991

Blue Max nickname 1 the Congressional Medal of Honor us 19ss. 2 a
gunship of the First Air Cavalry Division, one of only two aerial
rocket artillery battalions in the US Army’s history. Vietnam war
usage Us, 1991

blue meanie noun Copelandia cyancens or Panaeolus cyanescens: a
mushroom with potent psychactive properties NEW ZEALAND, 1991

blue meanies noun the police or other enforcement authorities; a
section of society with an anti-freedom point of view. From so-
named predatory characters in the 1968 Beatles’ cartoon film The
Yellow Submarine US, 1969

blue microdot noun a type of LSD Uk 1998

blue mist noun L.SD. Named because of the colour of the drug
when dripped onto sugar or blotting paper, or possibly from the
colour of a hallucination. us, 1974

blue molly noun an amphetamine capsule Uk 2003

blue moons noun 1 a type of LSD. Identified by blue moon pictures
on blotting paper TAB(S) (tablets) of ACID, a boastful comparison to
the rare quality of a ‘blue moon’ Uk 2003. 2 marijuana with a blue-
coloured leaf Uk 2002

blue movie noun a sexually themed or pornographic film us, 1957
blue murder noun cries of terror or alarm; a great noise. Generally

in combination, e.g, ‘cry blue murder’, ‘howl’, ‘scream’, ‘yell’, etc
UK 1859

blue mystic noun a powerful psychedelic drug in pill or powder
form Uk 2001

blue nitro noun the recreational drug GHB us, 1998

bluenose noun a Nova Scotian. This persistent nickname for
residents of the province has several suggested origins, starting of
course with the colour the nose turns in cold weather on a fishing

boat, as well as the fame of a privateer from the province which
had a blue cannon in the prow CANADA, 1785

blue-nosed adjective excessively moral, puritanical, repressed us, 180
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blue-on-blue noun 1 in battle, fire unintentionally directed at
friendly forces us, 1991. 2 clear blue sky and a calm blue sea us, 1986

blue one noun in carnival usage, poor location or slow business for a
concession stand us, 1981

blue pages noun in television and film making, additions to a script
after production has started us, 1990

blue-pencil verb to censor something. From the traditional colour of
an editor’s pencil us, 1ss3

blue pill noun a very powerful handgun us 1957

blueprint verb in drag racing, to bring an engine precisely to its
tolerance for racing us, 2004

blue room noun 1 a toilet. Usually applied to a portable toilet on a
construction site us, 1965. 2 a cell used for solitary confinement us,
7976. 3 any room in a police station or jail where rough
interrogations take place us, 1992

blues noun 1 a deeply felt sense of sadness, rejection or depression.

Shortened from the ‘blue devils’ Uk, 1747. 2 methylated spirits as an
alcoholic drink. From its colour Uk 1966. 3 an illegal drinking house,
especially one where music is also provided Uk, 1977. 4 in the army,
a dress uniform; in the navy, a walking out uniform uk, 1948. 5 a
formal blue dress uniform of the US Marines us, 1997. 6 jeans worn
by convicts Uk 1996. 7 unreserved bleacher seats in a circus uUs, 19s0.
8 money. From blue gambling chips us, 1976

blue sage; blue saze noun a variety of marijuana with a blue tint. It
is likely that ‘saze’ is a misspelling or mispronunciation. Also
known as BLUE MOONS US, 1943

blues and twos noun police emergency response vehicles. UK
police cars have blue flashing lights and two-tone sirens, thus
when a police vehicle is attending an emergency with all its
alarms blazing and wailing it is said to be using ‘blues and twos’,
and hence the derivation of this term Uk 2001

blue shirt noun an active firefighter, as distinguished from an officer
US, 1954

blue sky noun 1 worthless securities; a pleasant appearance with
difficulties ignored us, 190s. 2 heroin us, 1987

blue sky blonde noun highly potent marijuana from Columbia us,
1982

blues man noun a methylated spirits drinker Uk 196

bluesnarf vers to steal personal information from a mobile phone
enabled with Bluetooth™ radio technology. A compound of the
Bluetooth brand and SNARF (to take, to grab) Uk, 2004

Blue Spader nickname a soldier of the 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry,
2nd Brigade, 1st Infantry Division. From the blue spade on the
insiginia. Served in World War 2, Berlin, Vietnam from 1965 until
1970, Bosnia, Macedonia and Kosovo us, 1991

blue spot noun a spotlight with a blue filter, sometimes required by
law during striptease shows Us, 1985

blue star noun a type of LSD identified by a printed blue star Uk 1998
blue steeler noun a particularly erect erection us, 1997

blue streak noun an emphatic and vigorous degree. Used to modify
‘talk’ or variations on talking us, 1830

bluesuit noun a uniformed police officer us 1970

bluesuiter noun a member of the US Air Force Us, 193

blue swimmer noun a ten dollar note. From the resemblance of the
colour of the note to the ‘blue swimmer’ crab AUSTRALIA, 2003

blue ticket noun 1 a one-way train or bus ticket given by the police
to criminals whose presence in town is no longer deemed
acceptable us 1993, 2 a discharge from the US armed services as
‘unsuitable for military service’ us, 1991. 3 a one-way ticket out of
Alaska Us, 1993

blue tip noun a capsule of amobarbital sodium (trade name
Amytal™), a central nervous system depressant us, 1977

blue tongue noun an unskilled worker. After the blue-tongued lizard
AUSTRALIA, 1943

blue veiner noun a rigid erection us 1975

blue velvet noun a combination of cough syrups, especially codeine-
based syrups, used as a weak heroin substitute us 1994

blue vex adjective extremely angry BARBADOS, 1950
blue vials noun LSD Uk 1998
blue-water man noun a sailor experienced in ocean sailing us, 1975

blue water Navy noun during the war in Vietnam, a ship that was
part of the US Navy presence off the coast of Vietnam us, 1942

bluey noun 1 a capsule of Drinamyl™, a combination of amphet-
amine and barbiturate Uk 193. 2 a methylated spirit drinker. From
the colour of the spirit Uk 191. 3 a five pound note (£5). From the
colour Uk, 1982. &4 an airmail letter. Gulf war usage Uk, 1997. 5 a blue
blanket as used by itinerants for carrying possessions; a swag
AUSTRALIA, 1878. 6 @ summons. In late C19 called ‘a piece of blue
paper’ AUSTRALIA, 1909. 7 a portable gas stove used by Royal Marines
in Northern Ireland U, 1934. 8 a pornographic film AUSTRALIA, 1985

Bluey noun used as a nickname for a red-haired person. Ironic in
Origin AUSTRALIA, 1906

blueys noun denim trousers, jeans AUSTRALIA, 1917

bluff noun a lesbian who enjoys both the active and passive role in
sex us, 1970

blunderturd noun a Triumph ‘Thunderbird” motorcycle Uk, 1984

blunjie; blunjy adjective yielding, squashy. Given some currency in
the 1950s by surreal radio comedy The Goons UK, 1984

blunk adjective in a state of intoxication that is the result of drink
and drugs. An elision of any word for ‘intoxicated” that begins ‘bl
and ‘drunk’ Uk 1984

blunt noun 1 marijuana rolled and smoked in a hollowed out cigar.
Generic usage but originally made with a Phillies Blunt™ us, 19ss.
2 a mixture of marijuana and cocaine Uk 2003. 3 a capsule of
Seconal™ or other barbiturate in a black capsule us 19s50. 4 cocaine
UK 2003. 5 @ hypodermic syringe uUs, 1980. 6 a knife us, 1971. 7 a coin.
Circus and carnival usage UK 1708

blunted adjective marijuana-intoxicated us, 1993
blunted up adjective marijuana-intoxicated vk, 2001

blunt end noun the stern of a ship. Used by ‘landlubbers’, often
jocular Uk 1961

bluntie noun marijuana rolled and smoked in a hollowed out cigar

us, 1997

blunt nib; blunt noun a reporter. Press photographers’ slang Uk, 2004

blur noun someone who is lost in his own world. Intensified at times
as ‘blur like fuck’ SINGAPORE, 2002

blurt noun the vagina. In conventional English ‘blurt’ (to puff with
scorn) involves compressing and opening lips. The imagery,
perhaps, explains the etymology UK 2001

blurter noun the anus NEw ZEALAND, 1998

blute noun newspapers cut and folded to look like currency us, 1992
bluttered adjective drunk. Possibly a variation of BLOOTERED UK, 2002
bly noun an oxy-acetylene blow torch. Criminal use Uk 199%

BM noun a BMW car. Further abbreviated from BEEMER rather than
directly from the BMW brand name; the car is a status-symbol,
and seeking to sound evermore casual about its name is simple
snobbery Uk 1999

BMO noun used by US troops in the war against Iraq to describe
Saudi women. Initialism of ‘black moving objects’ us, 1991

BMOC noun a popular and visible college boy. A 'big man on
campus’ US, 1934

BMQ noun a homosexual male who hides his sexuality. A ‘black
market queen’. UK 2002

BMT noun habitual lateness. Initialism of ‘black man’s (or men’s)
time’, based on a stereotypical characteristic Uk 2000

BMW noun from a British Indian (Hindu) perspective, a person who
is categorised as black, Muslim or white Uk 2006

BNF noun a science fiction fan well known by other fans. A ‘big-
name fan’ us, 1982
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bo noun 12 man, a companion; often used as a form of address.
From the nickname Beau, or abbreviated from ‘boy’. Originally
English but now US. UK cryptic crosswords often rely on the clue
‘an American’ to signal the letters 'bo’ Uk 1729. 2 a hobo. A reality
and term that only barely lingered into the 1950s uS, 1899.
3 marijuana us, 1975

BO noun body odour. An initialism coined for soap advertisements;
made even more infamous by the comic strip villain B.O. Plenty
in Dick Tracy us, 1931

bo adjective excellent, fashionable, trendy us, 1963

BO! go away! A euphemistic abbreviation of BUGGER OFF UK, 1984

bol; boh! used as an expression of approval. As in the phrase ‘Bo
Yakashal” used by cult comic figure Ali G (Sacha Baron-Cohen) uk,
2000

board noun 1 a surfboard us, 1963. 2 in a game of poker in which
some cards are dealt face-up, all face-up cards collectively us, 19
» off the board in horse racing, said of odds greater than 9
us 1976. » on board on the railways, on duty, at work us 1977.
» take off the board in sports betting, to fail to establish a
pointspread on a game or event us, 1975

board verb » board with Aunt Polly to draw disability insurance
A logging term us, 1931

board cord noun a line attached at one end to a surfer and at the
other to the surfboard us, 1977

boarded up adjective in prison, wearing an improvised armour, such
as magazines inserted under clothing, to protect yourself from
attack by other prisoners Uk 199%

boardie noun a surfer new ZEALAND, 1999
boardies noun baggy surfing shorts AUSTRALIA 1979
boarding house noun a jail us 1942

boarding house reach noun an effort by a diner to reach for a
serving plate rather than ask for it to be passed us, 1906

board jock; board sock noun a protective surfboard cover us, 1977

board knees noun lumps on a surfer’s knees from prolonged hours
kneeling on a surfboard AUSTRALIA, 1963

Board of Trade duff noun tinned pudding. Merchant Navy use Uk
1979

boards noun 1 the stage; live theatre. Always after the definite article
UK, 1768. 2 skis. Probably from the fact that early homemade skis
were sometimes shaped from planks canvapa, 19so. » on the
boards in solitary confinement us, 197

board shorts noun almost knee-length shorts favoured by
surfboarders AUSTRALIA, 1963

boardwalk oyster noun a used condom. From the appearance and
location of discovery Uk, 1998

boar’s nest noun in oil drilling, any poorly planned, makeshift
arrangement of equipment uUs, 1954

boast verb 1t0 brag as a part of a rap performance Us 2o00. 2 to
smoke marijuana us, 1997

boasty adjective arrogant BAHAMAS, 1952

boat noun 1 a car, especially a large car Us, 1974. 2 a prison transfer; a
group of prisoners being transferred; the bus used to transfer them
Us, 19%. 3 a non-prostitute who flaunts her sexual availability to
hotel customers Uk 2005. 4 phencyclidine, the recreational drug
known as PCP or angel dust. A shortened form of LOVE BOAT US,
1984. 5 heroin Us, 1993. 6 a combination of marijuana and
phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP or angel dust
UK 2003. 710 poker, a hand consisting of three of a kind and a pair.
Conventionally known as a ‘full house’ us, 19s7. » off the boat
said of immigrants, especially black people Uk, 2001

boat anchor noun a crippled or useless piece of computer
equipment; by extension, a useless person us, 1991

boat and oar noun a whore. Rhyming slang uk 2003

boat girl noun a prostitute plying her trade on the docks nvew
ZEALAND, 1978

boatie noun the operator of a small motorboat new ZEALAND, 1972

boat in a moat noun a casino that must, as a result of gambling
laws, float Us, 2003

boatload noun a large amount Uk, 1999

boat people noun people who arrive at casinos on bus excursion
trips Us, 1994

boat race noun 1 a fixed horse race or other competition us 1917
2 the face. Rhyming slang, probably in use from the late 1940s.
Often shortened to 'boat’ Uk, 1958

boats noun shoes or feet, especially large ones Us, 1956

boat tail noun an Alfa Romeo Spyder convertible. The rear end
comes to a point, not unlike a boat us, 1992

bob noun 1 a shilling; a non-specific amount of money. Obsolete
since decimalisation in 1971, except in phrases like QUEER AS A NINE
BOB NOTE and abstract representations of money such as ‘a few
bob’ (an undefined sum of money) Uk 1789. 2 a dollar us, 1930.
3 marijuana. Very likely derived from Bob Marley, a highly visible
marijuana lover. A long list of derivatives play with the term - ‘see
bob’, talk with bob’, ‘bob’s on the phone’ - and serve as a code
for discussing marijuana and its use us, 1997. 4 a marijuana ciga-
rette. Other possible derivations include BOB HOPE and BOBO BUSH
Us, 1998. § crack cocaine. An abbreviation of BOBO UK, 1998. 6 in hot
rodding and drag racing, to cut or shorten a fender us, i96. 7 a
shoplifter us, 1962

bob verb to perform oral sex on a man us, 195. » bob for apples
to remove impacted faeces by hand us, 1989

bob adjective pleasant. Survives in the phrase ‘all is bob’” and the
variant ‘on bob’ Uk, 1721

Bob adjective used by US troops in the war against Irag as an
adjective for all things Saudi us, 1991

Bob and Dick noun the penis. Rhyming slang for PRICK (the penis)
UK 1974

Bob and Dick; Bob, Harry and Dick adjective sick. Rhyming slang;
from the people who brought you TOM AND DICK; TOM, HARRY AND
DICK UK, 1868

bobber noun a person who has died by drowning or has fallen into
the water us, 1987

bobbers noun 1 the female breasts Uk 19s. 2 pieces of cork hung as
a fringe around a hat's brim to keep flies away AUSTRALIA, 1942

bobbins noun nonsense Uk, 2005

bobble verb (Used of a racehorse) to stumble or break stride in a
clumsy manner us, 197

bobble bumper noun in pinball, a bumper that scores and kicks the
ball on contact us, 1977

bobble twanger noun a lesbian. In Royal Air Force use Uk, 2002

Bobbsey Twins noun 1 used as a representation of either innocence
or a strong resemblance. From a popular series of 72 children’s
books created by Edward Stratemeyer in 1904 and written under
the name of Laura Lee Hope by writers under contract to
Stratemeyer Us, 1969. 2 two girls who regularly double-date us, 193

bobby noun 1 a police officer. A familiar abbreviation of the name
Robert honouring Mr, later Sir, Robert Peel, who is credited with
the founding of the Metropolitan Police in 1829 Uk 1s44. 2 during
the Korean war, the Soviet BA-64 light armored car used by North
Korea us, 1952

bobby verb to serve as a police officer Uk 1967
bobby dangler noun the penis. A play on BOBBY-DAZZLER CANADA, 1971

bobby-dazzler noun something or someone wonderful, exciting,
magnificent Uk, 1866

Bobby Moore; bobby noun 1 a door. Rhyming slang, based on the
name of the footballer who was England’s 1966 World Cup
winning captain Uk 199s. 2 the state of affairs, the current situation.
Rhyming slang for THE SCORE (the current situation) Uk 199

bobbysoxer noun a teenage girl. ‘Bobby socks’ (ankle-high white
socks, first recorded in 1927) as a generational trademark for
American teenagers arrived on the national scene in June 1937,
with a cover photograph in Life magazine. After ‘the socks’ came
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‘the soxer’. The 'bobby’ is most likely constructed on ‘to bob’ (to
cut or shorten) uUs, 1944

bobette noun a London Metropolitan Woman Police Officer. A
feminised variation of BOBBY (a policeman) Uk, 1999

bobfoc noun a girl with a beautiful body but an ugly face. Acronym
formed from Body Off Baywatch, Face off Crimewatch, two
television programmes - one fiction, one factual — which rep-
resent (apparently) the extremes of human appearance Uk, 2002

Bob Hope noun marijuana. Abbreviates to BOB. British-born
American entertainer Bob Hope (1903-2003) is not associated
with drugs except as a rhyme for DOPE UK, 1992

bob job noun a reduction in size achieved by cutting us 195«

Bob Marley noun cocaine. Rhyming slang for CHARLIE (cocaine); after
reggae musician Bob Marley (1945-1981), a Rastafarian Uk, 2001

bobo noun 1 a person who enjoys the trappings of success but
nevertheless espouses countercultural values. From ‘bourgeois
bohemian’, but surely too close to a clown’s name to be a coinci-
dence us, 2000. 2 a fool JAMAICA, 1943. 3 the vagina BAHAMAS, 19s2. 4 the
buttocks us, 1974. 8 crack cocaine. Possibly playing on BEBE UK, 19
6 prison-issued canvas shoes us, 2002

bobo bush noun marijuana us, 1936

Bobo Johnny noun any naive, gullible person SANT KITTS AND NEVIS,
1969

Bob Squash noun an area of a public lavatory where hands are
washed. Rhyming slang for ‘wash’; originally, during World War 1,
‘to wash’; thereafter used by pickpockets as ‘on the bob’ (stealing
from the jackets of people washing their hands) Uk, 1961

bobsy-die noun a commotion or fuss. A variation on the British
dialect bob-a-dying NEW ZEALAND, 1935

Bob’s your uncle everything is all right. Most commentators offer
the relationship between Prime Minister Robert Gascoyne-Cecil,
3rd Marquis of Salisbury (1830-1903) and his nephew Arthur
Balfour (1848-1930) as the source of the phrase; the former
(Uncle Bob), in 1887, controversially (allegedly nepotistically)
appointed the latter as secretary for Ireland. This idiom, very fam-
iliar in the UK, is all but unknown in the US so that when Jann
Turner-Lord published A Dictionary of Slang for British Mystery Fans
in 1992 it was entitled Bob’s Your Uncle Uk, 1937

bobtail noun 1 in poker, four fifths of a straight that can be
completed at either end us, 1s65. 2 on the railways, a switching
engine us, 1977

bobtail verp in trucking, to drive a tractor without a trailer us, 1946

Bob White noun in trucking, a flap valve on the smokestack us, 1971

bod noun 1 person. An abbreviation of ‘body’ Uk 1935. 2 the body, as
in physique Uk, 1933. 3 an aeroplane passenger. Flight crew use Uk,
1960

bodacious adjective amazing, impressive. A C19 word from the
American frontier, rediscovered by the late C20 young. The term
‘bodacious tatas’ as descriptive of ‘magnificent breasts’” was made
widely popular by the 1982 film Officer and a Gentleman. In
Australia, popularised by radio announcer Doug Mulray Us, 1843

bo-deen noun a police officer us 2001

bodega noun a shop. An affected acquisition, directly from Spanish
UK, 2002

bodewash noun dry buffalo dung. The word is an adaptation of the
French bois de vache (cow wood) CANADA, 1953

bodger noun in the building trade, any inferior tradesman (such as a
builder, electrician, mechanic or plumber) who is able to patch
and mend, and is, perhaps, unqualified; on a building site, the
jack-of-all-trades worker who fixes minor problems. A dialect word
first recorded in 1552 uk

bodger adjective fake; false AUSTRALIA 1950

bodgie noun 1 anything worthless. Also variant ‘bodgey’ AUSTRALIA,
1953. 2@ male member of an urban youth subculture of the 1950s
Now only historical use. ‘Bodgies’ were noted for a peculiar style
of dress (shocking for its day) that was in conscious imitation of
American youth, including tight trousers, jackets, no ties and
having slicked back hair with large sideburns. Their female

counterparts were ‘widgies’. This group was the subject of numer-
ous alarmist media reports about youth deliquency. In origin the
term must be related to other senses of ‘bodgie/bodger’, but
exactly how is unclear. One theory, that it is a nominal use of
‘bodgie’” as ‘counterfeit’, referring to clothing made from poor
quality cloth passed off as American material, is unsubstantiated
by any early evidence AUSTRALIA, 1954. 3 @ yOUNg SWINgG jazz
enthusiast us, 1952

bodgied up adjective dressed up in a pretentious manner AUSTRALIA
1972

bodgy; bodgie verb to conceal someone or something AUSTRALIA, 1968

bodgy; bodgie adjective 1 false, counterfeit, phoney, sham
Appearing simultaneously with the synonymous ‘bodger’, these
terms must derive from British dialect bodge (to make or mend
clumsily or poorly), a variant of ‘botch’. Recorded earliest in prison
and underworld use it perhaps referred originally to a poorly done
quota of work that prisoners had to submit daily AUSTRALIA, 1944.
2 poorly made or executed; worthless, hopeless AUSTRALIA, 1944

bodice-ripper noun a sexually themed romantic/historical novel
aimed at an adult female audience us, 1950

bodied adjective (Used of a female) well built Us, 1947

bodilicious noun an attractive physique. A compounding of ‘body’
and ‘delicious’, perhaps intended as a gentle pun on BODACIOUS.
Recorded in contemporary gay culture as an ‘edible body’ Uk 2003

body noun 1 a person, especially if under suspicion or arrest; a
person to be framed for a crime. Police and criminal usage Uk,
1970. 2 a prisoner. Prison officers” use Uk 199. 3 in the usage of
showgirls, a man us, 1981

body verb to kill someone Us 1999
body armour noun a condom vk 1998

body by Fisher noun a woman with an attractive body. An allusion
to an advertising slogan of the General Motors Corporation,
boasting of the superiority of a car ‘body by Fisher’ us, 1949

body cheese noun any buildup of body cells such as ear wax or eye
secretions Us, 1983

body contact squad noun Korean soldiers who acted as suicide
bombers us, 1952

body knocker noun a person who works in a car body repair shop
US, 1993

body lotion noun a drink. Citizens’ band radio slang Uk 1981

body packer noun a person who smuggles drugs inside their body
us, 1997

body popping noun an urban dance-style incorporating robotic
movements Us, 1984

body queen noun a homosexual man attracted to men with
muscular bodies Us, 1970

body rain noun corporate executives in search of employment after
a takeover, merger or business failure. A macabre image recalling
the suicides by jumping associated with the market crash of 1929
Us, 1988

body shop noun a bar catering to an unmarried clientele with sexual
agendas Us, 1970

body shot noun a ritual in which a person licks salt off someone
else, drinks a shot of tequila and then sucks on a lemon in the
other’s mouth us, 2001

body snatcher noun 1 a2 morgue employee who retrieves and
transports corpses to the morgue us, 1993. 2 someone who steals
another’s date us, 1955. 3 a person who selects prime farm stock for
butchering NEW ZEALAND, 2002

body swerve noun any deliberate act of avoiding someone or
something. From football terminology into general parlance Uk:
SCOTLAND, 1985

body-swerve verb to avoid something Uk SCOTLAND, 1992

body time noun in casinos, the amount of time a player, whose
playing time is being tracked, spends gambling us, 199%
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body-to-body noun a sexual service offered in some massage
parlours in which a girl will massage her client with her body Uk
2003

body womping noun body surfing us, 1957

boerewors curtain noun the invisible line marking the beginning of
South African suburbs where Afrikaans people dwell SOUTH AFRICA
1996

boerie noun the penis. From the Afrikaans for farm sausage’ souTH
AFRICA, 2005

bof noun 1 an old or older person who is rated as uninteresting. An
acronym formed on boring old fart Uk 2a0s. 2 a record album
consisting of the ‘best of the artist's previous recordings us, 1952

boff noun 1 a hearty laugh us 1945, 2 sex; an act of sexual intercourse
Us, 1956

boff verb 1 to have sex us 1937 2 to kiss and caress US 19s. 3 to make
a mistake, to do something wrong. Possibly euphemistic;
sometimes 'boff up’. School children’s slang Uk 1977. 4 to vomit us,
1993

boffed adjective drunk us 1954

boffin noun a scientist; a forensic expert Uk 1945

boffo noun 1 a great joke Us, 1965. 2 @ one-year prison sentence us, 1930

boffo adjective very impressive, popular, successful. Originally
theatrical when it was often used of a comedic success, and in
which sense it probably derives from ‘buffo’ (a comic actor; comic)
US, 1949

boffola noun 1 a hearty laugh; a joke that produces a hearty laugh
US, 1946. 2 @ smash hit, a success us, 1947

bog noun 1 a lavatory. Abbreviated from obsolete ‘bog house’. Often
follows ‘the” and often in the plural Uk 1739, 2 an act of defecation
AUSTRALIA 1932. 3 @ police station UK 1962. 4 in Western Australia, an
unrefined and loutish person from a lower socio-economic area
AUSTRALIA, 1997. 5 @ type of putty used to fill dents in the bodywork
of vehicles AUSTRALIA, 1959

bog verb 1 to defecate Uk 19s2. 2 (used of a motorcyle engine) to lose
power and slow down us, 1973

bogan noun an unrefined and loutish person from a lower socio-
economic area. The term gives rise to any number of derivatives,
such as '‘boganhood’, ‘boganism’, ‘boganity’ and ‘Bogansville’ (the
notional home of bogans) AUSTRALIA, 1987

bogan adjective Of Or relating to a bogan AUSTRALIA, 1988

Bogan shower noun a dust storm. Bogan is an inland town in New
South Wales. Other locations similarly used by nature, weather and
irony: Bedourie, Bourke, Cobar, Darling, Wilcannia and Wimmera
AUSTRALIA, 1945

bogart noun a bully. From the verb ‘to bogart’; a critical view of out-
of-fashion film ‘tough guy’ behaviour personified by film actor
Humphrey Bogart us, 1994

bogart verb 1 to bully. As ‘tough guy’ films and the forceful
characters portrayed by actors like Humphrey Bogart went out
fashion, so the usage moved from admiring to critical. Also variant
‘bogard’ us, 19es. 2 t0 selfishly keep possession of something that
you are expected to return or forward, especially drugs. After the
alleged meanness of film actor Humphrey Bogart (1899-1957), or,
perhaps, from the way he would keep a cigarette dangling from his
lips. Sometimes spelt ‘bogard” or ‘bogarde’ us, 1957. 3 to overdose
on drugs UK, 19%

bog bird noun a worman who is willing to have sex in a public
lavatory UK, 2003

bogey noun 1 a uniformed police officer; a police detective. From
‘bogey-man’ (a terrifying creature), ultimately from ‘old bogey’ (the
devil); alternatively spelt ‘bogie’ or ‘bogy’ UK 1924. 2 an unidentified
aircraft, presumed to be hostile until identified as friendly. Coined
in World War 2 and used since us, 1943. 3 in betting, the
outstanding loser in any book Uk 1991. 4 a small lump of dried
nasal mucus. Variant spellings include ‘bogy” and ‘bogie’ Uk, 1937.
5 a wash taken in a creek, dam, etc, especially after a day’'s work
AUSTRALIA, 1874. 6 @ child’s steerable cart constructed from pram
wheels and odds and ends of wood uk: SCOTLAND, 1985, 7 in trucking,

a set of two axles us, 19s6. 8 a stalemate, a deadlock Uk: SCOTLAND,
1985

Bogey nickname Humphrey Bogart (1899-1957), American actor us,
1972

bogey verb to swim and wash in a creek, damn, etc, especially after
a day’s work; (of working dogs) to take a dip in a body of water to

cool down and as a break from work. From Dharug, the extinct
Australian Aboriginal language of the Sydney region AUSTRALIA, 1788

bogey adjective fraudulent, bogus Us, 1977

bog-eyed adjective bleary-eyed as the result of too much drink or too
little sleep, or both Uk 1999

bogger noun a person from or living in a rural part of Ireland
especially anyone not living in Dublin. This term makes use of the
suffix -ER, especially common in Dublin Hiberno-English iRELAND,
1997

boggie noun a hippy who is resistant to change, or too drug-
intoxicated to be a part of any activity. Coinage credited to
counterculture artist Edward Barker, 1970 ux

boggie bear noun an ugly person us, 1947

boggie board noun a small, foam board surfed in a prone position
AUSTRALIA, 1985

bogging adjective filthy Uk: SCOTLAND, 1985

bogie man noun a worker who repairs railway rolling stock. A pun
on a devilish creature and a conventional piece of under-carriage
UK, 1970

bog-in noun a hearty meal. After the verb sense AUSTRALIA 1954

bog in verb to eat voraciously AUSTRALIA, 1917

bog lap noun in Western Australia, a circuit of a street block in a
vehicle done, especially repeatedly, for entertainment AUSTRALIA, 19%

bogman noun anyone who does not live in a city or a town /RELAND,
1992

Bogners noun blue jeans worn when skiing. Alluding to the stylish
stretch trousers manufactured by the German Bogner firm us, 1963

bogof noun a retail special offer: Buy One Get One Free Uk 2003

bog off verb to go, to depart; generally used as a euphemistic
imperative. Originally Royal Air Force, possibly from ‘take-off” (in
an aircraft), to ‘leave the earth (bog) behind’ ux 199

bogosity noun the degree to which anything can be described as
wrong or in error. Computer hacker slang from BOGUS (wrong) us,
1981

bog out verb to become intoxicated on drugs uUs, 1998

bog-standard adjective ordinary, normal, usual AUSTRALIA, 1983

bog-trotter noun an Irish person. From the nature of Eire’s terrain
UK 1682

bog-trotting adjective Irish. From BOG-TROTTER (an Irish person) Uk,
1997

bogue noun a cigarette us, 1994

bogue verb 1 to smoke a cigarette. A part-of-speech shift derived
from Humphrey Bogart, cigarette-smoking icon us, 1983. 2 to
depress someone Us, 1986

bogue adjective wrong; sick. From BOGUS; sometimes seen spelt as
‘boag’ us, 1960

bogue out verb in computing, to become non-functional suddenly
and without warning us, 19s3

bog up verb to make a mess of something, to do something
incompetently. Originally military; likely to derive from BOG (a
lavatory) and all that implies, but at the same time euphemistic
and tending towards BUGGER UP UK 1943

bogus noun counterfeit money us, 1798

bogus adjective 1 disagreeable, offensive; wrong us 187. 2 in
computing, non-functional, useless, false or incorrect us, 1981

bogus beef noun idle, insincere conversation us 1947

bogwash verb to force a person’s head into the toilet bowl, and
flush. From BOG (a lavatory) Uk 199
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bogwoppit noun an ugly worman. In Royal Air Force use Uk, 2002

bohawk noun a member of the Bohemian counterculture us, 1952

bohd noun 1 marijuana ux, 199s. 2 phencyclidine, the recreational
drug known as PCP or angel dust. Possibly a mispronunciation of
BOAT UK, 2001

boho noun a Bohemian, in the sense of an unconventional person
UsS, 1958

boho adjective unconventional, bohemian us, 1955

bohunk noun 1 a Czechoslovakian immigrant us 1903. 2 a ill-
mannered, loutish person us, 1919

boil noun in surfing, a turbulence or disturbance on a developing
wave Us, 120, » off the boil having lost your form and luck
USTRALIA, 1989

boil verb » boil it till it assholes to continue to heat maple sap
until it forms vortexes, indicating that it is nearing the candy stage
CANADA 1992. » boil the hides in drag racing, to smoke a car's
tyres us, 195

boil down verb to reduce something to its essence. A figurative use
of the conventional sense UK, 1850

boiled noun a boiling hot solution of sugar and water used as an
offensive weapon UK 19%

boiled adjective 1 very drunk us isss. 2 angry us, 1929

boiled owl noun 1 used as a representation of the ultimate drunkard
Us, 1864. 2 the last thing in the world that you would want to eat uUs,

1975

boiler noun 1 a woman considered by most to be devoid of, or past
the age of, sexual appeal. Flesh considered as chicken meat: a
‘boiler’ is no longer a fresh and tasty chick but a tough old bird Uk
1962. 2 an unskilled cook. Proficient only at boiling meals us, 1975.
3 the stomach us 1ss6. 4 the vagina Uk, 1985

boilermaker noun 1 a shot of whisky followed by a glass of beer; a
beer and whisky combined us, 1942. 2 a pint of beer that is an
equal mixture of draught mild and bottled brown ale; a salted beer
UK, 1961

boiler room noun an office used in an elaborate swindle us 1931

boiler water noun whisky us 1977

boiling adjective extremely hot. A familiar exaggeration Uk, 1930

boilover noun in horse racing, an unexpected win by a long shot; a
loss by the favourite AUSTRALIA, 1871

boil-up noun a trail stop for tea and rest CANADA, 1998

boing verb while snowboarding, to bounce off something us, 199

boing! used as a jocular catchphrase that indicates a sexual interest
or readiness. Sometimes embellished to ‘Boing! said Zebedee’
Coincidental to the original US catchphrase, this began with the
UK translation/adaptation, by Eric Thomson, 1929-84, of French
animated children’s television programme Le Manége Enchanté
into The Magic Roundabout, BBC 1963-71 and 1974-77. Zebedee
was a spring-mounted character, best remembered as making his
entrances and exits to a narrated ‘Boing!” and signalling the end of
each episode by announcing that it was time for bed. Popularised
in the UK with the recording of a stand-up comedy routine by
Jasper Carrott us, 1948

bo-ing! used for humorously expressing approval or delight. Teen
slang us, 1955

boink noun an in-person meeting of participants in an Internet
discussion group uUs, 1995

boink verb to have sex with someone s, 1897
Bo Jimmy noun marijuana us 1992
bok noun an eager person SOUTH AFRICA, 1978

Bok noun a sportsman or woman in a team that represents South
Africa in international competition, a ‘Springbok’ SOUTH AFRICA, 1972

bok adjective keen for something interesting SOUTH AFRICA, 1975
boke; boak noun nausea; a need to vomit; vomiting Uk 1911
boke; boak verb to vomit; to induce vomiting Uk, 1911
boker noun an unsophisticated rustic us 198

bokkie; bok noun a lover, especially as an endearment SOUTH AFRICA,

1959
boko noun the nose uUs, 1859

bold adjective 1 used to suggest homosexuality or of the stereotypical
characteristics associated with gay men. This usage was originated
and made familiar by the BBC radio comedy Round The Horne,
1965-9 Uk, 1967. 2 successful, excellent us, 1965

bold-as-brass; as bold as brass adjective audacious, extremely
impudent UK 1789

Bolivian marching powder noun cocaine s 195«
bollards noun the testicles. A play on BOLLOCKS UK, 2003

bollicky; bollocky adjective (0f either sex) totally naked. Literally,
‘with the bollocks exposed” AUSTRALIA, 1950

bollix noun 1 nonsense talk. The spelling reflects Hiberno-English
pronunciation of BOLLOCKS /RELAND, 19%. 2 a contemptible person.
Variant spelling of BOLLOCKS IRELAND,

bollix verb to bungle something, to ruin something us, 1937
bollixing adjective used as a negative intensifier us 1954
bollo noun nonsense. A shortening of BOLLOCKS UK, 2003

bollock noun 1 a ball (a society dance). A pun on BALL(S) (a
testicle/testicles) Uk, 19s2. 2 a chronic failure, a mess Uk, 2001

bollock; ballock verb to reprimand someone, to admonish
someone, to scold someone UK 1933

bollockache noun an unnecessary or annoying cause of weariness
UK, 1998

bollockchops noun a stupid person, an idiot; used as a ribald form
of address Uk, 1991

bollocking adjective used as an intensifier, especially in a negative
context UK, 2000

bollocking; ballocking noun a telling-off, a scolding. From BoLLOCK
(to reprimand, to scold) Uk 1938

bollockless adjective cowardly, lacking in courage. A lack of BOLLOCKS
(the testicles, hence ‘manly’ qualities) Uk, 2000

bollock naked adjective totally naked vk 1

bollocko adjective naked. Abbreviated from STARK BOLLOCK NAKED UK,
2001

bollocks adjective nonsensical Uk 199

bollocks! used as an all purpose expletive. Figurative use of
‘testicles’ UK, 1969

bollocks; ballocks noun 1 the testicles. Rarely singular uk 1744.
2 nonsense. The 1977 album ‘Never Mind The Bollocks Here's The
Sex Pistols” brought ‘bollocks” to shop windows across the UK. At
the time there was outrage but a quarter of a century later the
word is now commonplace Uk 1979. 3 anything considered to be
the finest, the most excellent, the best. An abbreviated form of
DOG'’S BOLLOCKS; usually after ‘the’ uk 2oo0. 4 nerve, courage
BOLLOCKS (testicles) and bravery are both symbols of masculinity,
one must therefore equal the other Uk 1995. § trouble, conflict uk
2001. 6 a despicable contemptible person Uk 2003 >see: DOG’S
BOLLOCKS. 7 fools. The singular fool may well be a bollock or
bollocks ux 2006. » do your bollocks 1 to become enraged, to
lose your temper uk, 1999. 2 to lose all your money gambling ux,
2000. » go to bollocks to be forgotten Uk 1995, B will it
bollocks used rhetorically to register doubt and disbelief Uk 2000

bollocks about; ballocks about verb to play the fool Uk 191

bollocksed; ballocks’d adjective 1 ruined, thwarted vk, 191
2 damned UK 1997. 3 drunk UK 2003

bollocks on verb to talk nonsense. From BOLLOCKS (nonsense) UK, 2000

bollocky adjective used as an intensifier. On the model of BLOODY Uk
I>see: BALLOCKY, BOLLICKY

bolloxed adjective 1 unwell Uk
BOLLOCKSED LS, 1936

991

922

2 drunk. A variation of

boll weevil noun 1 in oil drilling, an inexperienced worker us, 1954.
2 a novice trucker Us, 1971

Bolly nickname Bollinger, a branded champagne Uk, 2001
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Bollywood nickname the film industry in Bombay oA, 1959

bolo noun 1 in boxing, an uppercut us 1950. 2 a directive to be on the
look-out for something us, 19ss. 3 a friend. Described as a ‘hippy
term’ Uk 1977. 4 a traveller to Antarctica who is jaded and
exhausted from having been there too long ANTARCTICA, 2003. 5 crack
cocaine. Spanish us 7994. 6 an unknown, sinister male us, 2002

bolo badge noun a Purple Heart military decoration for battle
wounds, especially those suffered in a foolish action us, 198

bolohead noun a bald person us, 1981
bolo shot noun in handball, any shot hit with the fist us, 1977
bolshie; bolshy noun a Bolshevik us 1919

bolshie; bolshy adjective obstructive, unco-operative, deliberately
difficult. From ‘Bolshevik’, but without political significance Uk 1918

bolt noun 1 an escape, a flight AusTRALIA 1915. 2 phencyclidine, the rec-
reational drug known as PCP or angel dust us, 19ss. 3 a blemish; a
pimple US, 1969

bolt verb 1 to leave us 1845, 2 0 escape from prison or custody Uk
1811. 3 in poker, to withdraw from a hand us, 1983

bolter noun 1 a landing on an aircraft carrier in which the plane
misses the arresting mechanisms us 1958, 2 an unexpected
selection for a sports team, a board or political team NEW ZEALAND,
1995. 3 In horse racing, a winning horse with long odds AUSTRALIA,

1989

bolts noun a tattooed depiction of lightning bolts, symbolising a
prisoner’s association with a white pride prison gang us, 1989

bolts and jolts noun a combination of central nervous system
stimulants and depressants us, 1946

bolts and nuts adjective mentally unstable; crazy us, 1984

bomb noun 1 a great deal of money Uk 1955. 2 a marijuana cigarette,
especially a large one us, 1951. 3 high potency, relatively pure heroin
US, 1960. & crack cocaine Us, 1994. 5 potent heroin us, 1969. 6 a dose of
sedative, especially one administered to dope a racehorse; a
sedative pill AUSTRALIA 1950. 7 In a horse race, a winning horse that
ran with very high odds us, 2002. 8 a forceful blow with the fist us,
1949. 9 in tiddlywinks, a long-distance shot us, 1977. 10 a
skateboarding manoeuvre in which the rider crouches and holds
the sides of the board as the board leaves the ground us, 1976. 11 a
fast car. Teen slang us 1953. 12 a dilapidated motor vehicle AUSTRALIA,
1950. 13 an improvised water-heating device in prison NEW ZEALAND,
j982. 14 a dismal failure, especially in show business us, 1952. 15 an
unexpected bass drum accent us 1955. » go like a bomb; go
down a bomb to be very successful and exciting Uk, 197.
» make a bomb to become rich, to make a large profit. From
BOMB (a great deal of money) Uk 1955. » the bomb; da bomb
the very best, something that is very good us, 1973

bomb verb 1 to place graffiti with an emphasis on quantity, not qual-
ity Us, 2000. 2 to swallow a quantity of a powdered drug and its ciga-
rette-paper wrapping Uk zoco. 3 in horse-racing, to dope a horse
AUSTRALIA, 1953. 4 t0 run or drive at speed UK 1978. 5 in mountain
biking, to travel fast downhill us, 1992, 6 to train intensely,
alternating heavy weights with light weights us 1984. 7 in
tiddlywinks, to play a wink at a pile of winks with destructive
intent Uk 19s0. 8 to fail dramatically; to flop. Originally theatrical us,
1958. 9 iN computing, to cease to function completely and suddenly
us 1991. B get bombed to be overcome by a wave while surfing

us, 1965
bomb adjective dilapidated AUSTRALIA 1979
bomba noun a vintage car that has been restored us 1995
Bombay bloomers noun baggy, loose-fitting shorts us, 2002

Bombay Welsh noun English as spoken by Indians and Anglo-
Indians. From the similarity in lilting cadences of speech between
the broadest Indian and Welsh accents. It is interesting to note
that an English person attempting a Welsh accent often sounds
Indian, particularly to Welsh ears uk, 1984

bomb doors noun the vagina Uk, 2001
bombed adjective extremely drunk or drug-intoxicated us, 1956

bombed out adjective 1 extremely marijuana-intoxicated us, 1999.
2 crazy Uk, 1987. 3 (of @ motor) worn out. The result when a car is
made to Boms (to drive flat-out) too often Uk 2001

bomber noun 1 a graffiti artist us 1997. 2 an extra large, thick or
potent marijuana cigarette. Named as an allusion to size and
shape Us, 1949. 3 a tablet or capsule of amphetamine or barbiturate,
hence a generic name for amphetamine or barbiturate in any
form us, 1950. & a hard-hitting, aggressive boxer us, 1937. 5 a
powerful, hard-breaking wave us, 194. 6 an old, battered car,
especially one used in a demolition derby contest us, 1977. 7 a
person with poor fashion sense us, 1997. 8 a sixteen-ton oil-carrying
wagon UK, 1970 I>see: BLACK BOMBER

bomb farm noun an area on a military base where bombs are stored
us, 1991

bomb-happy adjective with nerves gone through exposure to
bombing Uk, 1944

bombida noun a mixture of heroin and cocaine. From the Spanish,
literal translation ‘little bomb’ us, 1975

bombido noun 1 injectable Benzedrine™ (amphetamine sulphate), a
central nervous system stimulant us 19s2. 2 heroin Uk, 2002

bombie; bommie noun a hazardous submerged off-shore reef over
which waves break. From bombora, from an Australian Aboriginal
language AUSTRALIA, 1949

bombilla noun an ampoule filled with a drug us, 1998
bombing adjective in foot-propelled scootering, at great speed Uk, 2000

bombita; bombito noun a tablet of amphetamine sulphate
(Dexedrine™), a central nervous system stimulant us, 1966

bomb line noun during the Korean war, the line beyond which
bombing was deemed safe us, 1956

bombo noun cheap and poor quality wine or stronger alcoholic drink
AUSTRALIA, 1942

bomboara noun a large wave that breaks seaward of the normal surf
line AUSTRALIA, 1965

bombosity noun the buttocks us 1932
bomb-out noun in competitive surfing, early elimination us, 1983

bomb out verp 1 to fail to appear as expected Uk 1979. 2 to reject
someone UK 1985. 3 to knock a surfer off a surfboard us, 1964

bomb-proof adjective having an impregnable excuse to avoid
selection or responsibility for a(n) (unpleasant) task; invulnerable.
Military use; remembered as 1950s, but possibly earlier Uk, 1984

bombs noun the female breasts Us, 198
bombs away noun heroin ux 2002

bombshell noun 1 a sudden or great surprise. Often in the phrase
‘drop a bombshell” Uk 1g50. 2 a woman who is astonishingly
attractive Us, 1933

bomb up verb while hunting, to fire a flurry of loosely aimed shots
at a herd NEW ZEALAND, 1984

Bom-de-Bom noun Ba Muoi Ba beer, a staple in Saigon during the
Vietnam war us, 1990

bomfog noun dense and verbose language. When Governor Nelson
Rockefeller campaigned for the Republican nomination for
president in 1964, he tended to end speeches with a reference to
the ‘brotherhood of man under the fatherhood of God’, a phrase
which compacts into the acronym BOMFOG. Reporters covering
the campaign began to refer to the end of his speeches as
BOMFOG. The term survived and eventually took on a more
general, less flattering meaning us, 195

bommie noun a huge wave. An abbreviation of bombara, from an
Australian Aboriginal language AUSTRALIA, 1991 I>see: BOMBIE

bona; bonar adjective g00d, pleasant, agreeable. Theatrical origins
from Latin bonum and ltalian buono (good) uk. 1875

bonafide noun the significant other in your emotional life. Latin for
‘good faith’. Black usage Uk 1994

bona vardering adjective attractive. A combination of ‘bona’ (good)
and 'varda’ (to look) thus ‘good looking' Uk, 1997
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bonce noun the head. Originally adopted by schoolboys from the
name given to a large marble, in a jocular reference to the shape
UK, 1889

bondage noun indebtedness Us, 1945

bondage pie noun a pizza with sausage and mushroom topping
The initials of the toppings — S and M — suggest bondage uUs, 199

Bondi cigar noun in Sydney, a piece of excrement floating in the
surf. So-named from the notoriety of a sewerage outlet near Bondi
beach AUSTRALIA, 1996

Bondi tram; Bondi bus noun used as an example of something
that moves quickly. The actual tram apparently went out of
business in 1960 AUSTRALIA, 1959

Bondo mechanic noun a body shop worker who relies too heavily
upon large amounts of body putty and too little upon finesse or
craft us, 1992

bondook noun a weapon. Gulf war usage UK 1991

bone noun 1 the penis, especially when erect us 1976, 2 the active par-
ticipant in homosexual sex us, 2o01. 3 the middle finger raised in a
gesture meaning, roughly, ‘fuck you!” us, 1957. 4 a marijuana ciga-
rette; hence, marijuana. A visual pun us 1978. 5 a tobacco cigarette.
A visual pun us 1992. 6 a measurement of crack cocaine sold for
$50 dollars us, 2003. 7 heroin Us, 1993. 8 a dollar Us, 1ss9. 9 one
thousand dollars us, 1983. 10 a trombone us, 1978. 11 an irritation; an
annoyance; an aggravation. A figurative extension of a ‘bone in
the throat’ us, 1944. 12 a2 domino. Usually in the plural us, 1959. 13 in
private poker games or other private gambling, a white betting
chip us, 1s66. 14 a black person us 1992. 15 in baseball, an error in
judgment. An abbreviation of ‘bonehead play’ or BONER US, 1915

bone verb 1 to have sex from the male point of view us 1971, 2 to
interrogate a suspect. Police and criminal use; probably from
earlier sense (to seize, to arrest) Uk 1966. 3 in mountain biking, to
strike the nose of your seat with your buttocks us, 1992. 4 to study
intensely us, 1859

bone adjective tasteless, unfortunate, inferior Uk 1995

bone banger; bone crusher noun an orthopaedist us, 1994

bone blanket; bone bonnet noun a condom. Contrived to wrap
the BONE (an erection) Uk 1998

bone box noun the mouth. Obsolete teen slang CANADA, 1946

bonecrusher noun 1 in trucking, a truck that rides very roughly us
1971. 2 crack cocaine Uk, 1998

bonecrushers noun the very painful symptoms of withdrawal from
drug addiction us, 19%

boned adjective 1 tipsy Uk 1949. 2 having been hit hard on the head
UK, 1977

bone dance noun sex Us, 1953

bone dome noun a protective helmet; a crash helmet. Originally

aviators’ usage (1930s), subsequently used by motorcyclists (1950s)
and cyclists (1980s) Uk, 1984

bonehead noun 1 an idiot us, 190s. 2 a bald-headed person; a
skinhead; hence an extreme skinhead haircut Uk, 1981

bone hog noun a sexually active female, especially one who enjoys
performing oral sex on men us, 2003

bone-on noun an erection us 1927
bone orchard noun a cemetery Uk 1952

bone out verb 1 to back down from a confrontation; to run away
from danger us 1993. 2 to leave quickly Us 1993. 3 while
snowboarding, to hold your leg straight during a manoeuvre in the
air us, 199

bone queen noun a male homosexual who favours performing oral
Sex US, 1964

boner noun 1 a blunder us 1912, 2 an erection. The supposed bone-
like quality of an erect penis, with which you BONE (have sex) us,
1967. 3 an old or poor-quality steer, slaughtered for mince or
sausage NEW ZEALAND, 1963

boneroo noun high quality drugs us, 1992

bones noun 1 dice. The term has journeyed from colloquial to
standard English and now to slang Uk, 1400. 2 heroin us, 19s4. 3 crack
cocaine UK 2003. 4 the basic facts of something Uk 19%9. 5 an
orthopaedist Us, 1s92. 6 spare ribs US 1990. » make your bones
1 to establish yourself as a fully fledged member of a crime organ-
isation, usually by carrying out an execution-style murder us, 1972.
2 by extension, to establish yourself as an equal in a group setting
Us 199. » on your bones destitute or almost so. An image of
emaciation Uk 1924. » the bones the boyfriend Uk 2002

bone shack noun any place where a couple have sex us 1997

boneshaker noun 1 a bicycle. Coined as a literal description of early
bicycles, and remains in use despite technological advances us,
1871. 2 a rigid-frame motorcyle, especially a rigid-frame Harley-
Davidson us, 1962

bone up verb to study, especially at the last minute. An American
outgrowth of the C18 ‘bone’ with the same meaning us, 1918

bone works noun rough treatment us, 190
boney adjective genuine, satisfactory. An alteration of ‘bonafide’ Uk,

1996

boneyard noun 1 a cemetery us, 1ses. 2 in various industrial settings,
the site for dumping broken vehicles and equipment which can
be cannibalised for parts us 1913. 3 in dominoes, the pile of
unusued tiles us, 1s97. 4 the area off a beach where waves break us,
1965. § @ conjugal visit in prison us, 1989

boneyize verb to lay claim to something CANADA, 1959

boney maroney noun a very thin person. In various spellings, but
surely originating in the rock'n’roll lyric from the 1957 song by
Larry Williams us, 1957

bone you! bone ya! used as an all-purpose, defiant insult us, 19

bonfire noun 1 in firefighter usage, a multiple-alarm fire us j954. 2 a
burning cigarette stub us, 1945

bong verb to drink beer directly from a keg, using a hose and funnel
Us, 1982

bong; bhong noun 1 a pipe with a water-filled bow! through which
marijuana or crack cocaine smoke is drawn for inhalation us, 1971.
2 a bong’s worth of marijuana AUSTRALIA, 1987. 3 @ Maori or Pacific
Islander NEW ZEALAND, 1984

bong; bung adjective dead. From Aborigine bong (dead) AUSTRALIA, 1857

bong brain noun a marijuana addict AUSTRALIA, 1987

bong land noun a state of marijuana intoxication. Extended from
BONG (a water-pipe, used for smoking marijuana) Uk 2002

bongo noun 1 a marijuana cigarette Uk, 19s3. 2 in skateboarding, a fall
or the wounds resulting from a fall us 197

bongo mag noun a pornographic magazine Uk 2002

bong on verb to smoke marijuana. Often seen as a graffiti'd credo
AUSTRALIA, 1988

bong up verb to become intoxicated by inhaling marijuana through
a water-filled pipe Uk 199

bonhunkus noun the buttocks us, 1941

boning tool noun the penis. Combines ‘boning’ (sexual intercourse)
with a pun on ‘tool’ (an implement suited to a given task/the
penis) Us, 2001

bonish adjective covetous cAnADA, 1957

bonita noun 1 heroin ux 2002, 2 milk sugar (lactose) used to dilute
heroin. Mexican Spanish us, 1973

bonk noun sexual intercourse. A light-hearted, almost euphemistic
term; probably from ‘bonk’ (a noise) playing on BANG UK, 1984

bonk verb 1 t0 hit someone or something with, or against,
something hard Uk, 1937. 2 to have sex UK 1975. 3 in an endurance
sport, especially cycling, to reach a point of utter exhaustion us,

1979. &4 to bounce a snowboard off a non-snow platform. From the
noise of the contact between board and DEATH BOX LS, 1995

bonkbuster noun a type of popular novel containing frequent,
explicit sexual encounters Uk, 193

bonker board noun a large, cumbersome, old-fashioned surfboard
AUSTRALIA, 1996
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bonkers noun the female breasts. An elision of BAZONKAS US, 1995
bonkers adjective crazy Uk 1957
bonkers adverb crazy ux 1957

bonkers as conkers adjective Crazy, mad, very eccentric. An elabor-
ation of BONKERS UK, 2003

bonneroo; bonaroo adjective good, smart, sharp. Largely, if not
exclusively, prison slang us, 1926

bonnet noun in motor racing, a safety helmet us, 1993
bonnie noun a Triumph Bonneville motorcyle Us, 197

Bonnie Dick nickname the USS Bonhomme Richard. An aircraft car-
rier named after Capt. John Paul Jones’” famous ship in the
American Revolution us, 1955

Bonny Prince noun cocaine. A disguising of CHARLIE (cocaine) using
the name of ‘Bonny (or Bonnie) Prince Charlie’, Charles Edward
Stuart, 1720-88 UK. 2002

bonspiel noun a curling tournament CANADA, 2001

bontoger; bontogeriro; bontoser adjective excellent, admirable
Elaborations of BONZER (excellent) AUSTRALIA, 1904

bonus! used for expressing delight and/or approval us, 1997

bonus baby noun an amateur athlete who signs a professional
contract with a large signing bonus uUs, 192

bony-bony adjective very thin NORFOLK

bonzer; bonza noun someone or somethmg that is excellent
AUSTRALIA, 1904

bonzer; bonza adjective excellent, terrific, wonderful, fabulous, good.
This word is the only survivng member of a set of synonymous
terms that all appeared in the first decade of C20, the others
being ‘bontosher’, ‘boshter’ and ‘bosker’. It is claimed that these
were all corruptions of an original term that was a compound of
the French words bon (good) and toujours (always) AUSTRALIA, 1904

bonzer; bonza adverb excellently; brilliantly, well AUSTRALIA, 1914
bonzo noun a chance vk 1999

LAND, 1992

bonzo adjective crazy us 1979

b0o0 noun 1 marijuana us 2 a sexual partner or lover us 1997. 3 an
attractive young person 4 used as a term of endearment
US, 2004. 5 an um\echahsed verbahsamom of disapproval Uk 1501. 6 a
sulk Adapted from BOOHOO (a childish vocalisation of sobbing) Uk
2001. 7 bird or lizard droppings BARBADOS, 1995. 8 anything at all.
Usually heard in the warning — ‘don’t say boo’ us, 1ss3. 9 nasal
MUCUS BAHAMAS, 1982

boo verb in contemporary dance culture, to give an unlexicalised
verbalisation of approval. A deliberate reversal of the negative
sense UK 2003. to sob loudly. A shortened form of BOOHOO UK, 2005

boo adjective excellent. Youth usage Us, 1952
booay; boohai noun a remote area. Probably a corruption of the
Maori placename, Puhoi NEW ZEALAND, 1963

boob noun 1 a fool. Aimost certainly from C16 ‘booby’, meaning a
‘stupid fellow” us 1907. 2 the female breast. From synonymous
‘bub’. Generally used in the plural us, 1931. 3 jail. Could date as far
back as the 1880s, which is feasible since ‘booby hatch’, from
which ‘boob’ is ultimately derived, dates back as far as 1859 in the
US us 190s. 4 a blunder, a faux pas uUs, 1934

boob verb 1 to blunder Uk 1935. 2 to perform poorly, to botch
something us, 1919

boob box noun a television; television us, 198
boob gear noun prison clothing New ZEALAND, 1999

boob gun noun an improvised tattoo machine New ZEALAND, 1999

boob happy adjective mentally unbalanced as the result of being
imprisoned. Derives from BOOB (a jail) and the suffix -HAPPY
(mentally unbalanced) AUSTRALIA, 1968

boob head noun a prisoner NEW ZEALAND, 1994

boobie noun used as an endearing term of address. Popularised by
comic Jerry Lewis in the mid-1950s; mock Yiddish us, 1960 >see:
BOOBY

boo-bird noun a sports fan who constantly and loudly boos during a
game Us, 1948

boobitas; boobititas noun small female breasts. A borrowed use of
the Spanish diminuitive uUs, 1963

boob job noun surgery to alter a woman's breast size us 198

b00-boo noun 1 an error. Children’s vocabulary us 1953, 2 a bruise or
scrape Us, 1954. 3 the human posterior. A childish reduplication of
‘bottom’ UK, 1964. & any vexatious flying iNSect BAHAMAS, 1982

boo boo bama noun marijuana U 2002
boo-boos noun the testicles us, 1951

boob rat noun a prisoner who is always returning to prison. Derives
from BOOB (a jail) AUSTRALIA, 1967

boobs noun in poker, a pair of queens us, 193
boob sling noun a brassiere Us, 1958

boob talk noun any secret or coded language used in prison. Derives
from BOOB (a jail) AUSTRALIA, 1993

boob tat noun a tattoo acquired in prison us, 1998

boob tube noun 1 television. First came THE TUBE, and then the
obvious reduplication us, 1963. 2 in women's fashion, a strapless top
made of stretchable material. Sometimes also called a ‘booby
tubey’ UK 1978

boob weed; boob tobacco noun prison-issue tobacco. Derives from
BOOB (a jail) and WEED (tobacco) AUSTRALIA, 1967

booby adjective foolish us, 1952

booby; boobie noun 1 a female breast Us 1976. 2 nasal mucus
BAHAMAS, 1982

booby hatch noun a mental hospital us, 1s9

booby prize noun a reward for stupidity, often given humorously to
whoever comes last in a contest. Elaborated on BOOBY (foolish) us,
1889

booby trap noun a dishonest carnival game us

boochie noun a Japanese person uUs, 1950

b00-c00; boo koo noun a large number; a lot; Us, 19

b00-c00; boo koo adjective a large number of, a lot of Us 1936

boodle noun 1 profits appropriated quietly, and usually illegally us,
1858. 2 a fake bankroll used in confidence swindles us, 19s5. 3 a
package of snacks us, 1900

booed and hissed adjective drunk. Rhyming slang for PIsSED (drunk)
UK, 1980

boof verb to hide prison contraband in your rectum us, 2o

boofhead noun a person with an oversized head; hence, a fool, idiot,
dimwit. The term dates back to the 1930s and first appears in
print in 1941. Popularised by Boofhead, a cartoon character
appearing in the Sydney Mirror in the 1940s. Probably a
contraction of earlier British and Australian ‘bufflenead’. The
suggestion that it is from British dialect boof (stupid) is chronologi-
cally improbable AUSTRALIA, 1945

boof-headed adjective fat-headed; stupid AUSTRALIA, 1965

boofy adjective (0f a male) brawny, overtly masculine and a bit stupid
AUSTRALIA, 1992

boog noun a black person. Offensive us, 1937

boogaloo noun 1 basic rock 'n’ roll music; in a broader sense, the
spirit of rock 'n’ roll. Originally 1965, and conventionally, ‘a dance
performed to rock 'n’ roll music’ us, 2003. 2 a black person us, 1970

boogaloo adjective drunk ux 2002

booger noun 1 a glob of nasal mucus us, 1891, 2 cocaine Us, 1997. 3 a
fellow; a rascal Uk 170s. 4 the vagina; and so, woman as sexual
object us, 1959. § a technician in avionics CANADA, 1995

booger drag noun a man dressed as a woman, but revealing his
masculinity by not shaving his face, arms and/or legs us, 1997

booger-picker noun a long-shafted tool used to remove oil seals and
install windshields us, 1992

booger wire noun in electric line work, a neutral wire us 1950
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boogie noun 1 a black person. Offensive us
3 syphilis, especially in its second stage us,

boogie verb 1 to dance, especially with abandon us 1947. 2 to go,
especially in a hurry us, 1970. 3 to have sex us, 190

boogie box noun a large portable stereo system associated,
stereotypically, with black youth culture us 1987

boogie-joogie verb to fool around us, 195

boogie man; boogy man noun a mythical demon, used to frighten
children us, 1905

boogie pack noun a pocket-sized portable cassette-player with
lightweight headphones Uk, 1952

boogie party noun a party held to raise money to pay the rent us
1982

boohonged adjective drunk Uk, 2003
boohoo verb to cry loudly Uk 18410

boo hoo used ironically for pretending sorrow. Echoic of genuine
Weeping UK, 2001

boojie noun a middle-class person. A refinement of ‘bourgeois” and
not used with kindness us, 1970

book noun 1 in horse racing, the schedule of a jockey's riding
assignments us, 1975. 2 a betting operation us, 1917. 3 in sports, the
collective, conventional wisdom in a given situation us, 79ss.
4 collectively, the mares bred with a single stallion in a year us, 1997.
5 ten thousand doses of LSD soaked into paper us, 1999. 6 one
pound of drugs us, 1976. 7 half a kilogram of drugs us, 1976. 8 a hard-
working, focused, serious student us 1%s. » do the book (and
cover) to serve a life sentence in prison us 797%. » get the book
1in prison, to be reprimanded Uk 19%. 2 to become religious. The
book is the Bible but other works could apply equally well Uk, 199.
» make book to bet us 192. B on the book 1 used of a high-
security prisoner who must constantly be identified by a small
official book and photograph vk, 19%. 2 in the theatre, working as a
prompter. The book in question is a play’s text uk, 1964. 3 on credit
Uk 1984, » the book the unwritten code of style and conduct
observed by pimps us 1972. » throw the book at; give the
book to sentence someone to a maximum penalty allowed by law
Us, 1908

book verb 1 t0 study us 1965, 2 t0 realise; to see and understand Uk
1970. 3 t0 assume something Uk 1999. 4 to depart, usually hurriedly
us 1974. » book a party of two to arrange for oral sex to be
performed on two male prisoners us 19s9. » book the action to
accept a bet us, 1950. » book your seat to pad the seat of your
trousers with newspaper or a book before going to be caned.
Schoolboy usage, post World War 2 until the 1970s when corporal
punishment was outlawed UK 1961

book adjective acceptable, agreeable. Derives from texting, in particu-
lar from the predictive text facility: when attempting to text the
word cooL the word ‘book” may be offered vk 2005

book-beater noun a serious, hard-working student us, 1945

book ’em, Danno used for humorous suggestion that somebody
has been caught in an improper act. From the US television series
Hawaii Five-O (1968-1980), in which Detective Steve McGarrett
would order Detective ‘Danno’ Williams to arrest a suspect Us, 1968

bookend verb in twelve-step recovery programmes such as
Alcoholics Anonymous, to speak with a fellow recovering addict
both before and after confronting a difficult situation us, 1998

booket noun a woman who receives a cunnilinguist’s attention. West
Indian patois for ‘bucket’ Uk 2002

book gook noun a diligent, socially inept student. Teen Slang us, 1951

bookie noun a bookmaker. Sometimes spelt ‘booky’ Uk 1885

bookie’s chance noun in horse racing, a horse with high odds

(12-1 or higher) that bookmakers deem the favourite AUSTRALIA,
1989

bookman noun a prisoner serving a life sentence us, 1949

books noun 1 used as a figurative description of membership in a
criminal organisation us, 1964. 2 employment documents that are
returned to a dismissed worker Uk SCOTLAND, 19ss. B do books to
steal or forge official benefit books, such as child benefit uk 199%.

3. 2 the vagina us, 1969.

» in someone’s bad books in disfavour Uk 1557,
» in someone’s good books in favour Uk 1839

book up verb to study us 1975

boola-boola adjective characterised by extreme boosterism and
spirited support of an institution. The song ‘Boola Boola’ has been
one of Yale University’s football fight songs since 1901 when it was
written by Allan M. Hirsh, who explained the meaning of the word
as follows: ‘It is interesting to note that many people have asked
us what the word "Boola" meant, and we said it was Hawaiian and
meant a joy cry. We stuck to this for several years until someone
came along and pointed out to us that there was no B in the
Hawaiian language and therefore Boola could not possibly be
Hawaiian. So the fact remains that we do not know what it means,
except that it was euphonious and easy to sing and to our young
ears sounded good’. The song was an ‘adaptation” of an 1898 ‘La
Hoola Boola’ performed by Bob Cole and Billy Johnson us, 1900

boolhipper noun a black leather jacket with a belt in the back us
1970

boolum noun a boaster or an intimidating braggart. From the Irish
buaileam sciath IRELAND, 2000

boom noun 1 potent marijuana us 1946. 2 fake crack cocaine us, 2001.
3 the erect penis uUs, 1958

boom adjective fashionable, pleasing CANADA, 1993

boom! used for expressing enthusiasm us, 2002

boom and zoom; b and z verb in air combat, to use a relative
altitude advantage to attack an opponent (to boom) and then
return to a superior position out of danger (to zoom) us, 1986

boombastic adjective excellent; also (of music) resounding
Elaboration of conventional ‘boom’ (@ booming sound) or BOOM
(pleasing), informed by BOOM (marijuana) CANADA, 1991

boom-boom noun 1 sex. From Asian pidgin. Major use in Vietnam
during the war us, 1964. 2 the buttocks BAHAMAS, 1982. 3 an act of
defecation. Children’s bathroom vocabulary us, 19s0. 4 live music
USs, 2003. 5 a pistol us, 1945. 6 a cowboy or Western film us, 1947

boom-boom verb to copulate uUs 1971

boom boom! used for signalling or accompanying the punch-line of
a joke, especially a bad or corny joke. Coined as a catchphrase for
children’s television puppet Basil Brush, first seen in 1963 Uk, 1963

boom-boom girl noun a prostitute. Vietnam usage us 196
boom-boom house; boom-boom parlor noun a brothel us, 1966

boom-booms-a-gogo noun a unit of quad-fifty machine guns.
Korean war usage us, 1982

boom box noun a large, portable radio and tape player us, 1981
boom boy noun a marijuana user us 1992

boom bye; boom bwoy noun a homosexual male. Jamaican patois
rendering of BUM BOY JAMAICA, 2002

boomer noun 1 a large example of something AUSTRALIA, 1543. 2 & large
kangaroo AUSTRALIA, 1830. 3 a powerful, hard-breaking wave AUSTRALIA
1942. & a nuclear submarine armed with missiles us, 1976. 5 a
member of the baby boom generation, born between roughly
1945 and 1955 us, 1982, 6 a worker who travels from job to job us,
1893. 7 during aerial refuelling, the boom operator on the fuelling
plane us 19s6. 8 in trucking, a binder used to tie down a load us,
1971

boomer! excellent! AUSTRALIA, 1998

boomerang noun 1 a young person who moves back in with their
parents after moving out us, 1997. 2 a repeat offender, a recidivist
uUs, 2002. 3 a plane flight that returns without reaching its
destination because of poor weather ANTARCTICA, 1994. 4 @ man with
more than one girlfriend. In West Indian and UK black use Uk, 2002.
5 in television and film making, a device that holds a filter in front
of a light us, 1987

boomerang verb to return to prison shortly after being released us,

1992
boomers noun LSD UK, 2004
booming adjective excellent Us, 1990
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boom out verb to go to the US to work canapa, 2002

boomps-a-daisy! used as a childish catchphrase or light-hearted
response to trivialise a minor physical accident. Blending WHOOPS-A-
DAISY! with ‘bump’. ‘Hands, Knees and Boomps-a-Daisy!” was a
popular song and ‘The Boomps-a-Daisy’ a popular dance in the
1930s UK 1961

booms noun drums us, 1960

boom squad noun the group of prison guards who are used to quell
disturbances us, 2000

boom wagon noun in trucking, a truck hauling dynamite us, 1942

boomy adjective emphasising low frequencies, producing poorly
defined sound. Used in television and film making us, 19s7

boon noun a black person. Possibly reduced from BOON COON (a good
friend) us, 1967

boon adjective close, intimate us, 1969

boona noun » give it the full boona to hold nothing back. From
boona, an Indian dish which, when served in some Glasgow Indian
restaurants, is available as a ‘half boona” or a ‘full boona’ Uk:
SCOTLAND, 1988

boon coon noun a very close friend uUs 1958

boondagger noun a lesbian with overtly masculine mannerisms and
affectations us, 1972

boondie noun 1 in Western Australia, a rock. Probably from an
Australian Aboriginal language AUSTRALIA 2002. 2 in Western Australia,
a piece of conglomerated sand used by children to throw at one
another in play AUSTRALIA, 1952

boondock verb 1 in trucking, to drive on back roads, avoiding major
motorways Us, 1971. 2 to drive off-road through a remote area us,
1993. 3 in tiddlywinks, to send an opponent’s wink a long way away,
especially out of the playing area. After US BOONDOCKS (an isolated
region) Uk, 19s0. 4 in tiddlywinks, to shoot from a position far from
the action us, 1977

boondocker noun a party held in the country us, 1966
boondockers noun marine-issued combat boots Us, 1942
boondocks noun the remote end of nowhere us, 1909
boondoggle noun a business trip or venture designed for the
enjoyment of those involved, not for its stated purpose Us, 1935

booner noun 1 a talent scout. An allusion to American frontier
pioneer Daniel Boone us, 19s1. 2 an unrefined and loutish person
from a lower socio-economic area AUSTRALIA, 199

boong noun an Aboriginal person; hence, any other dark-skinned
person. From the Australian Aboriginal language Wemba, meaning
‘person’. Used disparagingly by white people. Now strongly taboo
AUSTRALIA, 1924

boonga noun a Pacific Islander or any other dark-skinned person new
ZEALAND, 1957

boong moll noun a prostitute who serves dark-skinned men. A com-
bination of BOONG (an Aboriginal or dark-skinned man) and moLL
(a prostitute) AUSTRALIA, 1953

boongy noun the buttocks BAHAMAS, 1995

boonie hat noun a fatigue hat, made of cotton canvas with a brim
around, that kept the sun and rain off the heads of American
soldiers in Vietnam us, 1972

boonie rat noun a soldier serving in the jungle or other remote area
us, 1967

boonies noun a remote rural area. An abbreviation of BOONDOCKS US,
1956

booooo! an exclamation of approval. The difference with ‘boo’ (an
unlexicalised verbalisation of disapproval) is essentially one of
intention UK 2005

booorrring adjective very boring. Slang by drawn out pronunciation.
From popular entertainment us, 1981

boo out verb to leave us, 1959

boops noun a man who supports a woman with whom he lives
without the benefit of marriage JAMAICA, 2003

boopsie noun a woman supported by a man with whom she lives
without the benefit of marriage JAMAICA, 1996

boo-reefer noun marijuana us, 1972
booshway noun the boss. A slurring of the French bourgeois CANADA,

1952

boost noun 1 a theft, especially a car theft us 1995. 2 in poker, an
increased or raised bet us, 19ss. 3 a background player in a large
confidence swindle us 19ss. & crack cocaine Uk 2c03. » on the
boost engaged in shoplifting us, 1962

boost verb 1 to steal, especially (in the US) to steal a car or to
shoplift us 1928, 2 to illegally open a lock using force, skill or tech-
nology. From the sense 'to steal” Uk 2001. 3 in poker, to increase the
amount bet on a hand us 197. 4 to inject a drug intravenously us,
1995. » boost one to defecate us, 1992

booster noun 1 a thief, especially a shoplifter or car thief us, 19s. 2 a
full-time, career thief us, 1977. 3 a criminal who specialises in selling
stolen goods us, 19s5. 4 a confederate of a cheat who lures players
to a card game, carnival concession or other game of chance us,
1906. 8 an additional dose of a drug taken to prolong intoxication
us, 1970

booster fold noun a special inside jacket pocket used by shoplifters
us, 1972

booster pill noun a central nervous system stimulant us, 1971

booster stick noun a tobacco cigarette that has been enhanced with
marijuana or marijuana extract us, 1973

boosting ben noun a special overcoat used by shoplifters us 1950

boosting bloomers; booster bloomers noun underwear designed
for concealing merchandise that has been shoplifted us 1972

boot noun 1 dismissal from employment or other engagement. The
image of being kicked away Uk 18s1. 2 a black person us, 1954. 3 a
newly enlisted or drafted recruit in the armed services, especially
the marines us 1977. 4 in the US Army, a second lieutenant us, 1965
5 amusement or pleasure Us, 1979. 6 a bootleg product Us, 1999.
7 while injecting a drug intravenously, the drawing of blood into
the syringe to mix with the drug us, 1987. 8 any central nervous
system depressant us, 1992. 9 a bag of heroin Uk 199. 10 a cigarette
Us, 19%. 11 2 woman, especially an unattractive woman Uk 19s3.
12 an error, especially in sports us, 1973. 13 a cash incentive
designed to improve a business deal us, 1997. 14 a linear amplifier
for a citizens’ band radio us, 1976. 15 a condom us, 196. 16 in
television and film making, a tripod cover us, 1987 [>see: OLD BOOT.
» stick the boot in; put the boot in to kick a prostrate foe;
hence, figurative usage ‘to kick someone when they're down’; (po-
litical and commercial) to take an unnecessary advantage, to
betray someone. In widespread usage since mid-C20; the figurative
sense has been known from the mid-1960s Uk 1915. » the boot
is on the other foot; the boot is on the other leg the
balance of power or responsibility has shifted to the opposing
party UK 1866

boot verb 1 while injecting a drug, to draw blood into the syringe,
diluting the drug dose so as to prolong the effect of the injection
us, 1952. 2 to kick something, literally or in the slang sense of
‘breaking a habit’ us, 1877. 3 to dismiss someone from employment
UK 1983. 4 to walk; to patrol on foot. Vietnam war usage Us, 190s.
5 in horse racing, to spur or kick a horse during a race us, 1951. 6 in
a game, to misplay a ball us, 1976. 7 to vomit us, 1971. 8 in Alberta,
to purchase alcohol or tobacco illegally for a minor CANADA, 2001.
» boot and rally to continue drinking after vomiting us, r9so.
» boot the gong to smoke marijuana. A play on KICK THE GONG
where GONG IS ‘opium’ UK, 1998

bootalize verb to have sex BAHAMAS, 1952

boot-and-shoe adjective (used of a drug addict) desperately addicted
US, 1936

bootboy noun a member of the youth fashion and gang movement
that was synonymous with and then succeeded the skinheads.
Characterised by heavy lace-up boots (Doc Martens), tidy hair and
smart utilitarian wear; as a group, boot boys are associated with
aggressive behaviour, especially football hooliganism Uk, 1972

booted adjective intoxicated by marijuana, or another narcotic drug
US, 1995
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booter noun a jockey with an inclination to spur his mount
incessantly uUs, 1959

booth noun a room, especially a bedroom vk, 2002

booth bimbo; booth bunny noun an attractive, well-built,
sometimes scantily clad woman hired to work in a company’s
booth during a trade show us, 1989

booties noun 1 rubber surf boots us, 1987. 2 in electric line work,
meter clip insulators us, 19s0. 3 boots, especially knitted boots for a
baby us, 1965

boot it!; boot it baby! used as an exhortation to continue us, 198

bootlace noun » not be someone’s bootlace to not come close
to equalling another’s achievements AUSTRALIA, 1959

bootleg noun 1 a pirated and illegally marketed recording. In the
1960s and 70s only dedicated music fans were really aware of such
product. The bootlegs of Bob Dylan’s music easily outnumbered
his official releases so, in 1991, his record company began to
release ‘The Bootleg Series’. As ever, other artists followed where
Dylan led. Alas many use it as an excuse to release material that
may otherwise not be of sufficient quality. ‘Bootleg” has always
implied a lesser quality of recording, now it's official uk 19s1.
2 illegally manufactured alcohol us, 1g9s

bootleg verb 1 to manufacture or provide something illegally us 192s.
2 to manufacture or distribute illegal alcohol us 1922. 3 in roller
derby, to deviate from the scripted game plan us, 1999

bootleg adjective 1 smuggled; illegally copied; unofficial; counterfeit
Derives from the practice of carrying a flat bottle of alcohol hidden
in a boot leg us 18s9. 2 imitation us, 1893. 3 inferior, shoddy us, 2002.
4 (used of an action paper) unofficial, advance us, 19s6

bootlegger noun 2 manufacturer or a dealer in illegally
manufactured alcohol us, 1890

bootlegger turn noun a 180-degree turn executed while driving fast
accomplished by a combination of spinning the wheel, shifting
down the gears and accelerating us, 1955

bootleg tool noun a tool that is used by workers despite the fact
that it has not been approved by tooling inspectors us, 1955

bootlick verb to seek favour through obsequious behaviour Us, 1845

bootlicker noun a person who seeks favour through obsequious
behaviour us, 1848

boot mooch noun a person who is always asking others for a ciga-
rette us, 199%

bootneck; bootie noun a Royal Marine Uk 1925

boot party noun a senseless beating, initiated for the sheer joy of
the beating CANADA, 2002

boot pie noun a series of kicks delivered in a scuffle Uk 1953

boot rest noun an accelerator pedal us 197

boots noun a tyre US 194s. B put the boots to 1 to have sex with

someone Us, 1933. 2 to kick someone, especially when they are on
the ground us, 18

-boots suffix a person, when combined with a trait. Found in terms
such as BOSSY-BOOTS, ‘lazy-boots’, sL-800TS and ‘smooth-boots’ Uk,

1599

boots and all adverb enthusiastically, in a totally committed way
AUSTRALIA, 1953

boots and socks noun syphilis; hence any sexually transmitted
infection. Rhyming slang for POX UK, 2003

boot scoot verb to dance side-by-side in a line to country and
western music us, 1991

bootstraps noun » pull yourself up by your bootstraps; raise
yourself by your own bootstraps to try harder, to improve
yourself within a given area UK, 1936

boot suppository noun any strong measure taken to encourage an
obnoxious patient to leave a hospital. An image based on a ‘kick
in the ass’ us, 1994

bootsy noun in a small hotel, a boots (the servant who was
employed to clean guest shoes) also working as a porter. In 1957,
The Army Game, a television situation comedy, introduced a

character called Bootsy, this workshy character, played by Alfie Bass
(1921-87), proved so popular that Bootsy and Snudge, a spin-off,
was aired. The elaboration of conventional ‘boots” was not a great
leap Uk, 1966

bootsy adjective bad, unpleasant us, 2003

boot up verb to prepare for a fight us 1993

booty adjective unpleasant; unattractive us, 1997

booty; bootie noun 1 the buttocks Us 1926, 2 the vagina us, 1925

booty bandit noun an aggressive, predatory male homosexual Us

1962

booty bump verb to ingest drugs, usually methamphetamine,
diluted in an enema us, 2002

booty call noun a date made for the sole purpose of engaging in sex
us, 1997

booty cheddar noun nonsense us, 2003

booty-dance verb to shake the buttocks us, 2003

booty drought noun a sustained lack of sex Us 1989

booty juice noun the drug MDMA, the recreational drug best known
as ecstasy, dissolved in any liquid us, 1997

bootylicious adjective sexually attractive, especially with reference to
the buttocks. A compound of BoOTY (the buttocks) and ‘delicious’
s, 2001

boo-yah!; booyakal; boo-yakka! used for registering delight.
Echoic of gun use. West Indian and UK black Uk, 1994

booyakashal; boyakasha! used for registering delight. An elabor-
ation of BOO-YAKKA!: similarly echoic of gun use. Popularised in the
UK in the late 1990s by Ali G (comedian Sacha Baron-Cohen) Uk,
2001

boo-yakka verb to shoot. Onomatopoeic Uk, 1994

booze noun 1 alcoholic drink of any kind. In Australia generally
referring to beer Uk 1859. 2 a drinking-bout; drinking Uk, 1s64. » on
the booze engaged in a period of hard drinking NEW ZEALAND, 1850

booze verb to drink alcohol, especially immoderately Uk 1325
booze artist noun a habitual drinker; an alcoholic AUSTRALIA, 1940

booze bag noun a blood alcohol measuring device of the early-type
that required a suspected drinker to blow into a bag Uk, 1969

booze balloon noun a heavy drinker’s protruding stomach us, 1979
booze belly noun the protruding stomach of a drunkard us, 1970

booze cruise noun 1 a return Channel-crossing from England to
France for the purpose of buying and importing cheaper (less
heavily taxed) alcohol us, 1979. 2 in Scotland, a pleasure cruise on
the Clyde, or on a loch or canal, during which the main pleasure
and purpose is heavy drinking Uk: SCOTLAND, 1996. 3 a drive while
drinking us, 1992

boozed; boozed up adjective drunk. First recorded by amateur slang
lexicographer Benjamin Franklin in 1737; obsolete, perhaps, but
not forgotten us, 1737

boozehound noun an alcoholic us, 1917

boozer noun 1 2 drinker of alcohol; a habitual drinker; an alcoholic
UK 1606. 2 @ place where alcohol is served; a public house or bar ux,
1895

boozeroo noun 1 a drinking spree or party NEW ZEALAND, 1908. 2 @ pub
NEW ZEALAND, 1963

booze-rooster noun a heavy drinker us, 1962

booze snooze noun a nap taken in anticipation of a night of
drinking us, 2004

booze-up noun a drinking bout Uk 1947

boozle noun sexual intercourse Uk 1960

boozorium noun a bar-room, especially in a hotel canADA, 1975

boozy noun a drunkard IRELAND, 1977

boozy adjective mildly drunk uk 153

bop noun 1 a dance; any dance to popular music. Derives from
bebop (a jazz genre first recorded in 1945) Uk 2001. 2 a dance party
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uUs, 1973. 3 liveliness, spirit, rhythm s, 1997. 4 a blow; a punch us,
1932. 5 a member of a youth gang Us 1955. 6 NONSENSE US, 1973.
7 phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP or angel dust
s, 1995

bop verb 1 to dance to popular or rock music. Abbreviated and
adapted from bebop (a jazz genre first recorded in 1945) Uk 1973.
2 to move with rhythm us, 1959, 3 to have sex with someone us,
1974. 410 engage in gang fighting us, 1950. 5 t0 hit someone, to beat
someone Uk, 1928. 6 t0 murder someone UK, 1999. 7 in team
gambling, to move to a card table identified by a confederate
counting cards there to be primed for better-than-average odds us,
1985. 8 10 leave. Black urban youth slang Uk 2c0s. » bop the
baloney (of a male) to masturbate us, 1983

bo peep noun a look or polite search AUSTRALIA, 1941

Bo Peep; Little Bo Peep noun sleep; a sleep. Rhyming slang,
formed from the name of a nursery rhyme character (who should
have been counting sheep) UK 1960

bop glasses noun horn-rimmed eye glasses. From the style favoured
by bop jazz musicians us, 1958

bop ’n slop verb to lose your inhibitions and enjoy yourself at a
party us, 196s

bop off verb to leave us 1959

bopper noun 1 a fighter, especially a gang fighter us, 1955. 2 a song in
the style of bebop jazz us, 1965

boppers noun shoes us, 1975
boppy adjective affected gang mannerisms us, 197
boracic noun smooth, insincere talk Uk 1950

boracic lint; boracic; brassic; brassick adjective having little or no
money, penniless. Rhyming slang for SKINT (penniless) Uk, 1959

Borax noun any low quality retail merchandise that is impressive on
first glance us, 1929

border noun 1 a capsule of a noncommercial barbiturate compound
Us, 1971. 2a woman'’s pubic hair. A cultivated variation of the
GARDEN theme Uk, 2001

border work noun subtle markings on the printed edge of the back
of a playing card for identification of the card by a cheat us, 198

bore verb » bore the pants off to bore someone utterly Uk 1954
» bore the twat off to bore someone utterly Uk 1993

bore it up verb to attack someone; to harangue or verbally abuse
SOMEeone AUSTRALIA, 1951

borer noun a knife uk 2002
boress noun a practical joke us, 1953

Boris Becker noun the penis. Rhyming slang for PECKER, formed
from the name of the German tennis player (0.1967) Uk, 2003

born-again noun a devout, conservative Christian who professes to
have been born again in a religious sense. Often uttered without
sympathy us, 1986

born-again adjective used derisively to describe anyone who
expediently and enthusiastically adopts, or is re-associated with, an
earlier belief or stance. A satirical adoption of a fundamental
Christian tenet us, 1977

born in a trunk adjective born into a family in show business us, 191
Boro noun a Marlboro™ cigarette Us, 199

boro-boros noun old clothes worn for dirty tasks. Hawaiian youth
usage us, 1981

borrow noun an act of borrowing. Especially in the phrase ‘can |
have a borrow?’ Uk 1999. » on the borrow on the scrounge,
cadging Uk, 1937

borrow verb 1 to steal us, 1521, 2 10 arrest someone. Metropolitan
Police slang; a narrow sense of conventional ‘borrow’ (to take tem-
porary possession) UK, 1970

Borrowers noun » the Borrowers the UK armed forces. This
nickname, used by the US armed forces of their UK allies, mocks
the paucity of basic supplies such as toilet paper that force the UK
troops to beg from their American neighbours. Probably

influenced by The Borrowers, Mary Norton, 1952, and the 1998
Hollywood film version us, 2003

borrow pit; barrow; bar pit noun in rural western Canada, the pit
from which earth is being removed for construction purposes
CANADA, 1987

borsch! used for expressing disgust us, 1968

Borscht Belt noun a group of resort hotels in the Catskill Mountains
of the eastern US with a primarily Jewish clientele. Alluding to the
cold beet soup ‘borscht’ because of the eastern European heritage
of many of the Jewish guests uUs, 1941

Borscht circuit noun the Borscht belt us, 193

bory adjective 1 big, large. English gypsy use, from Romany bawro Uk,
2000. 2 pregnant. English gypsy use, from the previous sense UK 2000

bo selecta! used in approval of a dance music DJ's performance or
technique. Bo Selectal was used as the title of a Channel 4
television comedy programme first broadcast in 2002 Uk, 1999

bosh noun nonsense vk 1834

bosh verb 1 to swallow drugs, especially in tablet-form; to inhale
drug-smoke UK 1996. 2 to put an end to something. An extension of
‘put the KIBOSH t0" US, 1997

bosh adjective performed quickly and without great thought Uk, 2000

bosh! used for registering a humorous victory or triumphant action.
Echoic of a comedy sound effect Uk, 1998

bosker adjective splendid AUSTRALIA, 1904

b0oso noun used as a term of address to a male whom the speaker
deems socially superior i, 1993

boson noun in computing, an imaginary concept, the smallest poss-
ible unit measuring the bogus content of something us, 1997

boss noun 1 used as an informal address or reference to the officer
in command Uk 1987. 2 the commanding officer AUSTRALIA, 1985. 3 a
marine drill instructor us, 1997. & a prison guard or official us 1970.
5 the owner or man in charge of a large rural property AUSTRALIA,
1902. 6 the best us, 1878. 7 in poker, the best hand at a given
moment us, 1990. 8 pure heroin us, 19s1. 9 the penis. Either a male
coinage or heavily ironic us 2001. 10 in carnival usage, a person
whom thieves use to estimate the value of articles that they have
stolen us 1951, » the boss your wife. Jocular, probably AUSTRALIA
1984

Boss noun » the Boss songwriter and musician Bruce Springsteen
(b.1949) Us, 1950

boss adjective very good, excellent. The word was around for 70 years
before taking off, it was popular beyond description in 1965 and
1966 Us, 1873

boss used as a sentence-ending intensifier SINGAPORE, 2002

boss Charley noun a white person or white people collectively us
1967

boss cocky noun 1 an owner of a rural property who employs labour
AUSTRALIA, 1879. 2 @ self-important person in authority; one who
lords it over others AUSTRALIA, 1902

boss-eyed adjective 1 having only one eye; having only one good
eye; having a squint, cross-eyed Uk 1se0. 2 lopsided, skewed; wrong
UK 1898

boss game noun a highly developed, status-conscious sense of style
us, 1975

boss (her) verb in trucking, to back a tractor and trailer into position
us, 1971

boss hoss noun an admired, popular man us, 198

bossin’ adjective excellent. Youth slang ux 2000

bossman noun a male leader. Elaboration of BOSS Us, 1934

Bosstown nickname Boston, Massachusetts. The nickname and the
presumed rock and roll genre of the ‘Bosstown Sound’ were largely
the artificial engineerings of a record company executive trying to
convince the record-buying world that groups such as Ultimate

Spinach, Bagatelle, Beacon Street Union and Earth Opera were
worth their record-buying dollars us, 1982

bossy-boots noun a domineering person Uk 1953
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Boston coffee noun 1 tea. A historical allusion to the Boston Tea
Party Us, 1960. 2 coffee with a lot of cream or milk Us, 1958

Boston Glob nickname the Boston Globe newspaper Us, 1981

Boston marriage noun an arrangement in which two women live
together in an outwardly platonic relationship us, 2001

Boston quarter noun a tip of five or ten cents. A jab at the
parsimony of New Englanders us, 1942

Boston screwdriver noun a hammer us, 1969

Boston States noun New England, from the Maritime Provinces
perspective CANADA, 1948

Boston tea party noun a sexual fetish in which the sadist defecates
or urinates on the masochist us, 1967

bot noun 1 the buttocks, the bottom. Also spelt ‘bott’ Uk 1961, 2 an
on-line software agent that performs a specified task. Short for
‘robot’ Us, 19%. 3 a habitual cadger. From the sense as ‘a parasitic
WO, @ Maggot’ AUSTRALIA, 1916

bot verb t0 cadge something AUSTRALIA, 1921

-bot suffix used in combination with a noun or abbreviated noun to
create a robotic entity or creature with mechanical characteristics.
From ‘robot’ Us, 1978

botanist noun a physician who views his patients as having plant-
level intelligence us, 1978

Botany Bay verb to run away. Rhyming slang. Botany Bay was the
name given to the original penal settlement in Australia AUSTRALIA,

Botch nickname the Canadian Basic Officer Training Course CANADA,
1995

bother noun trouble Uk 1834

bother verb » bother your arse; bother your shirt; bother
your bunnit; bother your puff to make an effort. Glasgow slang
UK: SCOTLAND, 1985

bother!; bother it! used for registering annoyance Uk, 1840

botheration noun annoyance; nuisance. Often used as an
exclamation of annoyance Uk 1797

bothered! used sarcastically for expressing a lack of care or interest
in something that has just been spoken of Uk 1937

both-eye principle noun the careful surveillance of company oper-
ations, in a large family business CANADA, 2002

both ways noun 1 a wager that a selected horse, dog, etc will finish
a race in the first three. Also heard as ‘each way’ Uk 1869. 2 a bet in
craps both that the shooter will win and that the shooter will lose.
In craps, gamblers can bet that the shooter will win, that he will
lose, or both us 1950. » go both ways 1 to be willing to play both
the active and passive role in homosexual sex Us, 1972. 210 be
bisexual Us, 1988

botray noun crack cocaine Uk 1993

Botties; Botanicals nickname the Royal Botanical Gardens in
Sydney, Australia AUSTRALIA, 1981

bottle noun 1 courage, nerve, spirits. A figurative sense of the
rhyming slang BOTTLE AND GLASS, (ARSE). If you lose your nerve you
are said to ‘lose your bottle’ (to lose control of your arse), literally
‘to defecate uncontrollably as a result of fear’ Uk, 19s8. 2 a dose of
crack cocaine, whether or not it is actually in a small bottle us, 1992.
3 a small container of amphetamine or methamphetamine in
liquid form us, 19s0. 4 in betting, odds of 2—1 Uk, 1991. § in electric
and telephone line work, any glass insulator us, 1950. » on the
bottle engaged as a pickpocket. From rhyming slang BOTTLE OF
Fizz for THE WHIZ and thus a direct translation from ON THE WHIZ UK
2003. » the bottle, big house, or box in twelve-step recovery
programmes such as Alcoholics Anonymous, used as a description
of the three options for an addict who does not recover from their
addiction — a return to drinking, prison and death us, 1998

bottle verb 1 to attack someone with a bottle, especially in the face
UK, 1984. 2 0 lose your nerve, to back down. A contraction of
BOTTLE OUT; a contradiction of BOTTLE (nerve). Often in the
expression ‘bottle it" Uk 1999. 3 to have anal sex, especially with a
woman. From rhyming slang BOTTLE AND GLASS (ARSE) UK, 1967. 4 of a

man, to have sex with a woman; to impregnate a woman UK, 197.
5 to lick someone’s anus. Homosexual use; from rhyming slang
BOTTLE AND GLASS (ARSE) UK, 1984. 6 t0 smell badly, to stink Uk, 1979.
7 in prison, to conceal articles such as drugs or money in the
rectum. From rhyming slang BOTTLE AND GLASS (ARSE) UK, 199

bottle and glass noun 1 quality; elegant behaviour. Rhyming slang
for CLASS, usually as a negative Uk 1959. 2 the backside; the anus.
Can be shortened to ‘bottle’. Rhyming slang for ARSE. This rhyme
extends to APRIL IN PARIS UK 1930

bottle and a half noun in betting, odds of 5-2. In bookmaker slang
BOTTLE is 2—1, here the addition of a half increases the odds to
2Vo-1 0r 5-2. UK 1991

bottle and stopper noun a police officer. Rhyming slang for COPPER.
Sometimes shortened to ‘bottle” us, 1928

bottle baby noun an alcoholic us 1925

bottle blonde noun a person whose blonde hair is the result of
bleach, not nature uUs, 197

bottle-cap colonel noun a lieutenant colonel in the US Army
Vietnam war usage. From the insignia us, 1986

bottle club noun a business disguised as a club in an attempt to
circumvent alcohol laws us, 1951

bottle dealer noun a drug dealer who sells pills in large quantities
us, 1971

bottle-fed adjective said of a car engine that is being tested with
petrol fed from a bottle through a rubber hose us, 1992

bottle man noun a drunkard us, 194

bottle merchant; bottler noun a coward, someone who loses
nerve. From BOTTLE (nerve) and BOTTLE OUT (to lose your nerve) Uk
2000

bottleneck noun 1 a style of guitar playing in which a smooth piece
of metal or glass is moved smoothly up and down the fretboard
creating a glissando effect. The original device was, in fact, the
neck of a bottle worn over the finger us 1973. 2 a marijuana pipe
made from the neck of a beer or soft drink bottle SOUTH AFRICA, 2004

bottle of beer noun the ear. Rhyming slang, always used in full ux,
1961

bottle of fizz verb to work as a pickpocket; to steal something
quickly as an opportunity arises. Rhyming slang for THE WHIzz
(pickpocketing) Uk, 1938

bottle of scent noun a male homosexual. Rhyming slang for BENT
UK 2003

bottle of water noun a daughter. Rhyming slang ux %1

bottle-oh noun a person who collects and sells used bottles
AUSTRALIA, 1898

bottle out verb to lose your nerve. From BOTTLE (nerve), a
contraction of ‘bottle fallen out’ Uk 1979

bottler noun 1 a man who takes the active role in anal sex. Extended
from the verb BOTTLE. (to have anal sex) Uk 1951. 2 someone or
something that is excellent. Origin unknown AUSTRALIA, 1855. 3 a
collector of money for a street-entertainer. Used by showmen and
buskers Uk 1935 I>see: BOTTLE MERCHANT

bottler; bottling adjective superlatively good, excellent AUSTRALIA 1959

bottletop noun something gained; a thing of some value. Rhyming
slang on cop (to obtain) but used as a noun; sometimes
abbreviated to ‘bottle” Uk 1974

bottle top verb to catch, gain or understand something. Rhyming
slang on various senses of the verb cop. Sometimes heard as an
abbreviated ‘bottle’ UK, 1974

bottle to the field noun in racing, bookmaker’s odds of 2-1 Uk 197
bottle up verb to repress or contain your feelings Uk, 1ss3

bottle up and go verb to leave US, 1947

bottley adjective nervous. From BOTTLE (courage, nerve, spirits) Uk, 2000

bottom noun 1 the buttocks. A colloquial usage, delightfully defined
in the Oxford English Dictionary as follows: ‘The sitting part of a
man, the posteriors, the seat’” Uk 1699. 2 the submissive partner in
a homosexual or sado-masochistic relationship us, 1961
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Bottom nickname Miami, Florida us, 1991

bottom bitch noun the pimp’s favourite of the prostitutes working
for him; the leader of the prostitutes us, 1967

bottom burp; botty burp; burp; botty banger noun a fart ux 1984

bottom dollar noun your last dollar. Heard in the context of betting
your ‘bottom dollar’ us, 1954

bottom end noun in drag racing, the portion of the track just after
the starting line us, 190

bottom feeder noun 1 a despised person of low-status who grasps
any opportunity or means of survival. An allusion to the
underwater lifestyle of certain fish us 19s0. 2 in poker, a low-betting
player who tries to eke out meagre winnings against unskilled
players us, 19%

bottom fisher noun a stock investor looking for stocks with a poor
recent showing us, 1983

bottom girl noun the pimp’s favourite of the prostitutes working for
him; the leader of the prostitutes us, 1973

bottom line noun the final analysis us, 197

bottom man noun the passive partner in a homosexual relationship
us, 1972

bottoms noun 1 dice that have been marked to have two identical
faces Us, 1962. 2 the worst Us, 1955

bottom’s up noun a common position for anal and/or vaginal sex, in
which the passive partner lies on their stomach us, 1960

bottoms up! used as a toast. From drinking by upturning a glass or
a bottle Uk, 1917

bottom weight a2 minimum amount Uk 192

bottom woman noun the pimp’s favourite of the prostitutes
working for him; the leader of the prostitutes us, 1969

Botts’ dots noun small bumps delineating lanes on motorways us,
1971

botty; bottie noun the human bottom. Originally of a baby's or
child’s posterior; now less specific but usage is generally childish
UK 1874

botzelbaum pie noun an upside-down pie. Used in Mennonite
Waterloo County, Ontario CANADA, 2001

boubou noun crack cocaine. A possible play on BEBE, BOULYA Or
BOULDER (crack cocaine) Uk, 1998

boucher noun in Franco-Ontario, a fiddle player. Boucher is French
for ‘butcher’, and is applied to fiddle playing from the fact that the
player ‘saws and saws’ to make music CANADA, 1969

boudoir noun an army tent us 1945
bougie; bouji adjective bourgeois us 1975

boulder; boulders noun crack cocaine; a piece of crack cocaine
Built on the rROCK metaphor us, 1998

boulder baby noun a crack cocaine addict. From the rROCK metaphor

us, 2002

boulder-holder; over-the-shoulder boulder-holder noun a
brassiere UK 1970

boulevard noun 1 a long, straight hallway us, 1965. 2 in trucking, a
major motorway us, 1986

boulevard boy noun a young male prostitute in an urban setting us,

1987

boulya noun crack cocaine. A possible play on BOULDER (crack
cocaine) UK, 1998

bounce noun 1 a brainstorming session us, 19s4. 2 @ jail or prison
sentence Us, 1957. 3 an air-to-air attack us, 1943. 4 in horse racing, a
poorly run race followed by a well-run race us 1997. » on the
bounce consecutively, one after the other ux 2001 » the bounce
bouncers, door-security, collectively Uk, 2005

bounce verb 1to maintain order in a bar or nightclub, ejecting
people from the premises if necessary us, 1874. 2 (of a cheque) to
be returned as worthless by the bank with which it has been
drawn Us, 1936. 3 tO leave US 19%. 4 (used of a message sent
electronically) to return to the sender, undeliverable as addressed

Us, 1991. 810 pay, to provide without charge uUs, 1970. 6 to activate a
car's suspension system so as to cause the car to bounce up and
down uUS, 1980

bounce back noun the return of an overdraft us, 1949
bounce back verb to recover or return from a setback vk 1950

bouncer noun 1 a person, usually a strong man, employed to
maintain and restore order in a bar, restaurant, club or perform-
ance. In the UK, ‘bouncers’” collectively are THE BOUNCE. US, 1883.
2 the female breast. Obvious imagery and, equally obvious, usually
in the plural Uk 1972. 3 a brakevan (caboose) us, 1946

bounce shot noun in a dice game, a type of controlled shot by a
skilled cheat us, 1950

bouncing Betty noun a land-mine first used in World War 2, preva-
lent in Vietnam, that bounces waist-high and then sprays shrapnel
when triggered us, 1943

bouncing powder noun cocaine us 1971
bouncy-bouncy noun sexual intercourse us, 1960

bounder noun someone whose manners or company are
unacceptable; hence a vulgar and unwelcome pretender to polite
society; a nuisance. Survives in ironic usage, often applied to
inanimate objects UK, 1889

boungy; bungy noun the anus saHAMAS 1952

bounty noun a black person who sides with the white authorities
Derives from ‘Bounty’, a chocolate and coconut confection that is
brown on the outside and white on the inside Uk 19%

Bounty bar noun an Indian person who is considered to have
exchanged heritage and community values for acceptance by
white society. After the chocolate coated coconut branded
confectionery. British Indian (Hindi) urban slang. Uk, 2006

bouquet straight noun in poker, a sequenced hand comprised of all
red or all black suits, but not a flush. It looks impressive, but is
worth no more than any non-flush straight us, 199

bourbon bibber noun an oil worker from Kentucky us, 1954

Bourke shower noun a dust storm. Bourke is an inland town in
New South Wales. Other locations similarly used by nature,
weather and irony: Bedourie, Bogan, Cobar, Darling, Wilcannia and
Wimmera AUSTRALIA, 1945

Bournville Boulevard noun the anus, the rectum. Cadbury’s
chocolate is made in Bournville, in Birmingham; a UK version of
HERSHEY HIGHWAY UK 1997

Boutros Boutros Ghali; boutros noun cocaine. Rhyming slang for
CHARLIE (cocaine), formed on the name of the Secretary General of
the United Nations, 1992 —1996 Uk 2003

bovina noun in homosexual usage, a woman, especially one with
large breasts us, 1980

bovver noun trouble, fighting, violent behaviour, especially when
associated with skinhead culture. From a London pronunciation of
‘bother’ UK, 1969

bovver boot noun a heavy-duty boot used as a kicking-weapon,
stereotypically worn by a skinhead Uk, 1969

bovver boy noun a member of a hooligan gang, generally character-
ised as a skinhead, and therefore associated with extreme right-
wing, racist violence. Extended from BOVVER (trouble) and very
rarely seen in the singular Uk, 1970

bow noun the elbow. Elbows used to establish position are a key part
of the anatomy in basketball us, 19s0. » on the bow gratis;
scrounging. From an earlier, related sense (without paying) UK, 1933

bow verb to perform an act of oral sex. From the conventional sense
(bending at the waist) JAMAICA, 1995

bow and arrow noun 1 a native American Indian; Indian ancestry us,
1930. 2 a sparrow. Cockney rhyming slang Uk, 1931

bow-and-arrow adjective not armed with a pistol us, 1984

bow and quiver noun the liver, especially in contexts of irritability or
liverishness. Rhyming slang uk 1961

bow-cat noun a man who fellates. A combination of Bow (oral sex)
and CAT (@ man) JAMAICA, 1995
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bower bird noun an avid collector of many and various things. From
the mating habit of certain male bower birds which collect
coloured items to make a display for females AUSTRALIA, 1926

bowl noun 1 a pipe for smoking marijuana, hashish or crack cocaine
Us, 1974. 2 an approximate measure of marijuana, between one
thirtysecond and one sixteenth of an ounce. The amount needed
to fill a pipe us, 1972. 3 in cricket, a period of bowling Uk 191

bowl basher noun the active male in anal sex AUSTRALIA, 1985
bowl brandy noun faeces, excrement Uk, 2002
bowlegged adjective (Of prison sentences) concurrent us, 1990

bowler noun an ugly girl. Uncertain origin, possibly from ‘bow’,
abbreviated from Bow-wow, with the suffix -ER IRELAND, 2003

bowling green noun a fast stretch of railway line Uk 1970

bowl it around verb to strut and posture in an unsubtly masculine
way. Teen slang Uk 2003

bowlodrome noun a bowling alley us, 1952
bowlster noun a bowler us, 1953
bows noun » take bows to falsely take credit for something us 1997

bowser noun 1 a dog Us 195, 2 by extension, an ugly person us 197s.
3 a petrol pump AUSTRALIA, 1918

bowser bag noun a container used by restaurants to package
unfinished meals to be taken home by diners. A variation on the
more common DOGGY BAG US, 1965

bowsie noun a disreputable drunkard, a lout, a quarrelsome drunkard
IRELAND, 1990

bowsprit noun an erect penis. It does not take much imagination to
see the comparison Uk, 1741

bow tie noun 1 a married woman'’s lover NEW ZEALAND, 1945. 2 &
Chevrolet car us, 1993

bow-wow noun a ‘dog’, literally and in its slang senses us, 1935

box noun 1 the vagina; a woman Uk, 1605, 2 the posterior, the
buttocks. Originally black, then gay usage us, 195. 3 a jail or prison.
Usually heard as ‘the box’ us 1995. 4 a secure prison cubicle for a
one-to-one Visit Uk, 1978. § a cell used for solitary confinement us,
1976. 6 a safe US, 1902. 7 in a court of law, the witness box AUSTRALIA,
1973. 8 approximately 20 one-kilogram plates of pressed hashish
CANADA, 2002. 9 a small amount of marijuana, approximately
enough to fill a matchbox us 1957. 10 a guitar. May also refer to a
banjo us 1977, 11 a piano us, 190s. 12 a record player UK 1924. 13 a
large, portable radio and tape player. A shortened GHETTO BOX US,
1985. 14 television. Usually after ‘the’ us, 19s0. 15 a polygraph
machine us 1997. 16 an old and inferior car us 1973. 17 @ new car
showroom us, 1959. 18 a coffin UK 1864. 19 in bar dice games, a
leather or vinyl cup used to shake dice before spilling them out us,
1976. 20 in horse racing, a combination bet that covers many differ-
ent possible outcomes us, 2001. 21 in horse racing, a horse stall
AUSTRALIA, 1959. 22 a pool table, especially a large one us, 199. 23 in
the sport of fencing, an electric recording apparatus Uk, 19ss. 24 a
reinforced item of underwear designed to protect a sportsman’s
genitals Uk 1961. 25 a person who is profoundly out of touch with
current trends. A three-dimensional SQUARE US, 1976. 26 in the Royal
Air Force, an aircraft cockpit simulator Uk 19s4. 27 in the Vietnam
war, an aerial target zone approximately 5/8 of a mile wide by 2
miles long Us, 1953, 28 a submarine’s main battery ux 1979. » in
the box 1 engaged in vaginal sex us 2 dealing drugs us, 1997.
» off your box; out of your box 1 drunk or drug-intoxicated
UK 1981. 2 mentally disturbed; behaving erratically. Perhaps an
allusion to the Greek myth of Pandora’s box and the evils it
contained uk zoo0. » out of the box in motor racing, exactly as
produced by the manufacturer, without any modifications us, 1993.
» put someone in the box to kill someone us 2000, » take a
box to defecate /reLAND, 1995. B take someone out of the box
to kill someone us, 1995

box verb 1 to confirm the death of a hospital patient us 1977. 2 to die
us, 1994. 3 in an illegal lottery, to bet on a group of related numbers
rather than a single number Us, 1974. 4 to make a mistake; to
muddle things. Originally referred to mixing flocks of sheep
AUSTRALIA, 1873. > box clever to use your wits; to behave shrewdly
UK 1936. » box the fox to steal apples. Origin obscure /RELAND,

1975. » couldn’t box chocolates; couldn’t box kippers to be a
poor quality boxer. Punning on conventional senses of ‘box’ Uk 1936

Box 100 noun the notional repository for information given to police
by informants us, 1979

box bag noun the amount of marijuana (the bag) which can be
bought for a carton of cigarettes (the box) us, 1992

box boy noun a DJ’s assistant who has the responsibility for the DJ's
boxes of records Uk, 2001

boxcar noun 1 any four-engine bomber us 1946. 2 a prison cell us, 19s2.
3 an amphetamine or central nervous system stimulant us, 1992

boxcar numbers noun a lot of money us, 1950

boxcars noun 1 in horse racing, high odds. From the high numbers
used to identify railway carriages us, 1934. 2 in a game of dice, a roll
of two sixes s, 1949. 3 in poker, a pair of sixes or three sixes. A
borrowing from the game of craps us, 19ss. 4 any large number; a
long prison sentence us, 1950

boxcar tourist noun a hobo travelling by freight train us, 1946

boxed adjective 1 marijuana-intoxicated us, 195s. 2 muscular, well-
toned us, 1997. 3 incarcerated Us, 1970

boxer noun 1 an urban youth with a large and loud portable radio
and tape player Uk 7983. 2 @ person running a game of two-up
AUSTRALIA, 1971. 3 @ railway boxcar us, 1977

boxes noun in craps, a roll of two fours us, 1983

Box Five; Box Six; Box nickname the UK secret intelligence services
UK, 2002

boxfresh adjective Of shoes, especially trainers, unworn vk, 2003

boxie noun a person with bleached blond hair us, 1987

boxies noun men’s boxer shorts, 2001

boxing glove noun a condom. Playing on Box (the vagina; the male
genitals; sexual intercourse), with GLOVE (a condom) Uk, 1998

boxing Josh noun masturbation saHAnAS, 1952

box-it noun a mixture of cheap wine and cider ux 195

box-kicker noun a supply clerk in the US Marines s, 1998

boxla noun box lacrosse. Lacrosse, an Indian game, was played
practically without side boundaries and with goals as much as a
half mile apart. Box lacrosse introduced side boards and a playing
surface the size of a hockey rink CANADA, 1958

box lunch; box lunch at the Y noun oral sex on a woman. The
character Y resembles a woman'’s groin; plays on Box (the vagina)
US, 1964

box man noun a criminal who specialises in breaking into safes us,

1902

box of birds; box of ducks noun a state of great contentment new
ZEALAND, 1943

box of fruit; bowl of fruit noun a suit. Rhyming slang New ZEALAND,
1963

box of L noun a box of 100 ampoules containing methamphet-
amine hydrochloride (trade name Methedrine™), a central nervous
system stimulant us, 1973

box of sharks noun used for expressing great surprise, in phrases
such as: ‘she nearly gave birth to a box of sharks’ CANADA, 1984

box of tricks; bag of tricks noun a tool box, or any similar
receptacle; a notional repertoire of tools and skills needed for any
purpose UK, 1953

box-on noun a fight, a struggle AUSTRALIA, 1919

box on verb to continue fighting; to persevere with anything import-
ant or strenuous AUSTRALIA, 1919

box on wheels noun a hearse us 197
box screw noun a bank guard us, 1949

box seat noun the most advantageous area off a beach for a surfer
to catch a wave AUSTRALIA, 1965

box shot noun in a dice game in which the dice are rolled from a
cup, a controlled shot us 1950



87

box slugger | brahma; Brahma

box slugger noun a criminal specialising in breaking into safes us,
1970

box someone’s ears verb to hit someone round the head Uk 1601
box tool noun any tool used for breaking into a safe us, 1972

box-up noun a mix-up, a confusion. Also used a verb and, as ‘boxed-
up’, an adjective AUSTRALIA, 1945

boy noun 1 heroin us, 1953. 2 the penis IRELAND, 1992. 3 @ male friend.
Connotes affection and loyalty us 1997. 4 a homosexual male
prostitute us, 1971. 5 a lesbian us, 1997. 6 a boxer or wrestler us, 1977.
7 in a deck of playing cards, a jack or knave us, 197. 8 in horse
racing, a jockey us, 1951. 9 a dollar; money Uk 1780

boy beaver noun the male sex organs and pubic hair us, 197

boychik noun a boy or young man. Also variant ‘boychick’. As is the
case with most diminuitives, used with affection; coined by
Yiddish speakers in America Us, 1951

boyf noun a boyfriend Uk 2003
boy-gal noun a male homosexual US 1990
boy-girl noun a young, effeminate, male homosexual us, 1952

boy-hole noun a young and passive homosexual male. Sexual
objectification us, 1997

boy in the boat noun the clitoris us 1916

boykie; boytjie noun a boy, a youth; used as an admiring form of
address to a man. An Anglo-Afrikaans diminutive of ‘boy” souTH
AFRICA, 1974

boyno hello uk 2002

boyo noun 1 used as a good-humoured form of address to a man.
An elaboration of ‘boy’, stereotypically Irish or Welsh /RELAND, 1sss.
2 a Welsh man. Somewhat patronising; after what is thought to be
a stereotypically Welsh form of address Uk, 1953

boyo adjective mildly pornographic, featuring naked men us, 190

boy! oh boy! used for registering shock, surprise, satisfaction, etc;
also used to emphasise or draw attention to the statement that
follows uUs, 1917

boys noun 1 the male genitals. From Seinfeld (NBC, 1990-98). Both
Seinfeld and his wacky neighbour Kramer (Michael Richards)
referred to their genitals as ‘my boys’. Repeated with referential
humour us, 1998. 2 a group of homosexual male friends; collectively,
the male homosexual community us 1972. 3 racketeers us, 1979.
4 used by professional wrestlers to refer to other professional
wrestlers us, 1990. 5 sledge dogs ANTARCTICA, 1965 B do the boys to
engage in homosexual activity us, 2002

boys and girls noun heroin and cocaine, mixed and injected
together us, 1993

boy scout noun 1 a state trooper uUs, 1973. 2 a person who is
extremely, and usually distressingly, sincere us, 1997

boyshape noun a boyfriend. Teen slang Uk 2003
boysie noun used as a term of address to a boy or man AUSTRALIA, 1929

boys in blue noun the police; sailors; US Federal troops. Rarely, if
ever, occurs in the singular. Derives from the colour of the uni-
form; sometimes heard as ‘men in blue’ or ‘gentlemen in blue’
UK, 1851

boys of Baghdad noun during the Gulf war, reporters for the Cable
News Network us, 1991

boys on the hill noun the members of New Zealand’s parliament
NEW ZEALAND, 1984

Boy’s Town noun a city neighbourhood dominated by homosexual
men. A play on Father Flanagan’s Boys Home, a home for delin-
quent and homeless boys in Omaha, Nebraska us, 1984

boys’ toy; big boys’ toy noun any automotive, mechanical or elec-
tronic piece of technology designed to appeal to men, especially
an unnecessary one; a gadget UK 2000

boy toy noun a young, attractive worman or man who is the object
of sexual desire of their elders, homosexual or heterosexual us, 1959

boy wonder noun a man not held in high esteem. An ironic usage
AUSTRALIA, 1954

bozack noun 1 sex. Usually heard as ‘do the bozack’ us 19s9. 2 the
penis; the entire male genitalia. Sometimes shortened to zack’ us,
1990

bozo noun 1 a buffoon. In the US, the older sense of ‘bozo’ as ‘a
fellow” was supplanted by the figure Bozo the Clown, who first
appeared on record in 1946 and then became a fixture on local
television programmes throughout the US beginning in 1949 us,
1916. 2 heroin Uk 1998. 3 an ounce of heroin Us, 1992

bozotic adjective in computing, ridiculous Us, 1991

BP noun 1 in blackjack counting teams, the player who places the
large bets based on cues from other members of the team who
have been counting cards at a particular table. An intialism for ‘big
player’ us, 1991. 2 in American casinos, a serious gambler. The
initials stand for ‘big player’ us 19s5. 3 a young prostitute. An
abbreviation of ‘baby pro’ us, 1971

BPOM noun in homosexual shorthand usage, a man with a large
penis, a big piece of meat us, 1979

BPS noun a wooden stick used by police for probing a corpse. New
York police slang; an abbreviation of ‘brain-picking stick’ us, 1997

BQ noun a male homosexual who favours anal sex. An abbrerviation
of BROWNIE QUEEN LS, 1964

BR noun 1 a bankroll us, 1915. 2 money. From the term ‘bankroll’ us,
1915. 3 In carnival usage, any hyperbolic story. An extension of the
‘bankroll” sense, the roll of money used by the operator of a rigged
game to distract and divert the attention of a player from how the
game is rigged US, 19s5. 4 Banana Republic™, a chain of shops
selling casual clothing us, 1997

bra noun used for addressing a friend. Phonetic abbreviation of
BROTHER (a fellow) UK, 1958

brace verb to apprehend someone; to arrest someone; to accost
someone Us, 1889

brace and bit; brace noun 1 the equipment needed to prepare and
inject a drug. Rhyming slang, from OUTFIT NEW ZEALAND, 19%9. 2 the
female breast. Rhyming slang for TIT; usually in the plural.
Sometimes shortened to ‘brace’ us, 1928. 3 an act of defecation
Rhyming slang for SHIT. Sometimes shortened to ‘brace’ Uk 2003

brace face noun any person wearing an orthodontic brace us, 1991

bracelet play noun in poker, an exceptionally crafty play. An allusion
to the ‘bracelet prize’ in the World Series of Poker us, 199

bracelets noun handcuffs Uk 1661

bracer noun any strong alcoholic drink us 1830

brace-up noun a prison- or police-cell Uk, 1974

brace work noun poorly executed markings on the back of cards by
card cheats US, 1961

bra chute noun a type of parachute malfunction us, 1952

bracket noun an unspecified part of the body. Usually as part of a
threat; ‘a punch up the bracket’; probably coined by scriptwriters
Ray Galton and Alan Simpson Uk, 19s4

Bradman pills noun in horse racing, diuretic pills used by jockeys to
lose weight. An allusion to cricket legend Donald Bradman; if you
take enough diuretics, you will make a hundred runs before lunch
AUSTRALIA, 1989

Brad Pitt; brad noun an act of defecation. Rhyming slang for SHIT
formed on the name of American film-actor Brad Pitt (b.1963) Uk
1998

brads noun money Uk, 1212

Brady noun a theatre seat reserved for a friend of the theatre
management. An allusion to William Brady (1863 -1950), American
impresario Us, 1981

braff adjective worthless ux 2005
braggadocious; bragadocious adjective boastful us, 195
brag-rag noun a military decoration in the form of a ribbon us, 190

brah noun used as a term of address, young surfing male to young
surfing male. A surfer’s ‘brother” us, 1981

brahma; Brahma noun a pleasing thing. From Hindu mythology
Brahma, the creator Uk, 1977
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Brahms and Liszt; Brahms adjective drunk. Rhyming slang for
PISSED (drunk) uk, 1978

braid noun a prison warden or other official us, 1950

brain noun 1 oral sex performed on a male. An extension of HEAD US,
1998. 2 @ sSmart person Uk 1974. 3 a dumb person us, 19s1. 4 the
penis. Derisive usage us 2c0r. » get something or someone on
the brain to become obsessed by something or someone Uk, 19s9.
» out of your brain drunk or drug-intoxicated ux 1973

brain verb to hit someone on the head us, 1933

brain bag noun in trucking, anything used by a trucker to store
maps, permits, and other paperwork us, 1971

brain bender noun a strenuous, rowdy party Us, 196

brain bleach noun LSD. A variation on the conventional ‘brainwash’
UK, 2001

brain-boshing adjective intoxicating. Extending from BOSH (to take
pills) UK, 2002

brain box noun 1 the head; the mind Uk 1s23. 2 a person of above
average intelligence Uk 2000

brain boy noun in oil drilling, an engineer Us, 1954

brain bucket noun a safety helmet. Coined in the US Air Force,
adapted to drag racing and then to a variety of sports us, 1955

brain burner noun an intravenous injection of amphetamine or
methamphetamine us, 1992

brain candy noun an insignificant entertainment or diversion as
opposed to something that requires thought us, 1981

brain cramp noun a mental error us, 1952

brain damage noun heroin Uk 1998

brain-damaged adjective in computing, clearly wrong us, 1983
brain derby noun a test or examination us, 191

brain donor noun an idiot. The image of an empty head. Uk 1981

brain drain noun 1 the large-scale migration of talented and
intelligent people from and/or to somewhere. According to William
Safire, probably coined in 1963 to describe the exodus of British
scientists to the US Uk, 1963. 2 forensic scientists; a forensic science

brain fade noun a momentary mental lapse us, 1950

brain fart; mind fart noun a temporary mental lapse. Probably a
jocular derivation from BRAINSTORM LS, 1983

brain freeze noun a searing headache experienced when eating
frozen food or drinks us, 1993

brainfucker noun an idea that is difficult to comprehend Uk 2002
brainiac noun a very intelligent person us, 198

brainless adjective 1 very drunk Uk: SCOTLAND, 1985, 2 good, excellent
UK, 2002

brain pill noun an amphetamine tablet Uk 2003
brain plate noun on the railways, a conductor’s cap badge us, 1975

brains noun 1 oral sex. In the progression of HEAD to ‘skull’ to ‘brains’

Us, 2000. 2 a railway conductor. Often after ‘the’ us, 1946

brain screw noun a prison psychological counsellor us, 1957

brainstorm noun a sudden, good idea us 1925

brain surgeon noun 1 a poker player who over-analyses every situ-
ation us, 1982

brain surgery noun any difficult, demanding work. Used in contrast
to the job at hand us, 1950

brain tickler noun a tablet or capsule of amphetamine vk 1998
brain train noun a school bus us 197
brain trust noun a group of expert advisors. Although found at least

as early as 1910, not popularised until 1933 in association with US
President Franklin Roosevelt's advisors uUs, 1910

brainwash verb to convince someone systematically and in a
manipulative manner that something they do not believe is true.
Although the term was coined to describe the actions of
authoritarian, Soviet-bloc regimes, probably the most famous use

of ‘brainwash’ in the US was by George Romney, candidate for the
Republican presidential nomination in 1968, who claimed that he
had been brainwashed to support the US war against Vietnam us,

brainy adjective intelligent, clever Uk 1845
brake fluid noun any medication used to sedate an unruly prisoner

us, 1991

brake pads noun the condition that exists when a tight-fitting pair
of trousers, shorts, bathing suit or other garment forms a wedge
between a woman'’s labia, accentuating their shape. A visual image
Us, 2002

braker noun a railway brakeman us, 1977

brakie noun a brakeman on a freight train us, 1887

bram noun a small party with dancing BARBADOS, 1965

Brambladesh; Bramistan nickname the Brampton region of
Toronto CANADA, 2002

brammer adjective excellent, outstandingly good. Derives from
BRAHMA (something good) Uk, 1987

branch noun a match us, 1973

Brancher nickname a member of the Special Branch of the Irish
police force IRELAND, 1997

branch out verb to become fat AUSTRALIA 1953

Brandon Block noun the penis; a fool. Rhyming slang for cock;
formed from the name of a London-born dance music DJ Uk, 2003

brand X noun 1 marijuana us 19s0. 2 a marijuana cigarette us 1992.
3 in trucking, a small and unknown trucking company us, 1976

brandy noun lubricant applied to the anus in preparation for anal sex
UK, 2002

brandy and rum; brandy noun the buttocks, the posterior.
Rhyming slang for BUM UK, 1993

brandy latch noun a toilet. A combination of BRANDY (AND RUM) (the
posterior) and ‘latch’ (a lock) uk 2002

brandy snap noun a slap. Rhyming slang vk 2003
brannigan noun a brawl, literal or figurative Us, 1940
brap adjective excellent Uk, 2005

brap! brap!: brap! brap! brap! used for expressing pleasurable
excitement UK, 2005

brasco noun a toilet. Origin unknown. AUSTRALIA,

brass noun 1 in the military, high-ranking officers as a collective
entity us, 1gs4. 2 money, cash UK 1598. 3 in carnival usage, fake
jewellery us, 1931, 4 brass knuckles us, 1950 >see: BRASS NAIL, TOP
BRASS

brass verb to rob a person of their money by deception; to con
someone AUSTRALIA, 1939. B> brass it out to brazen it out. From the
conventional use of ‘brass’ (effrontery or impudence) UK 1969

5

brass adjective fashionable, smart Uk 195

brass band noun 1 the hand. Rhyming slang Uk, 1952. 2 a back-up
military unit sent to help a small, outnumbered unit us,

brass buttons noun a police officer; the police in general Us, 1974

brass collar noun railway management us, 1977
brassed off; brassed adjective disgruntled. Originally military slang

UK, 1942

brasser; brazzer noun a female of dubious sexual morals IRELAND,

1991

brass fart noun a thing of negligible value. Probably a convenient
shortening oOf BRASS FARTHING UK, 19%

brass farthing noun a trivial sum of money, or less Uk, 1642

brass-happy adjective extremely anxious to be promoted within the
officer corps us, 1946

brass house noun a brothel, a whorehouse. Where a BRASS (NAIL) (a
prostitute) works Uk 2001

brassies noun brass knuckles us, 1949
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brass man noun a confidence trickster. From earlier ‘brass’ (a horse-
racing confidence trick) AUSTRALIA, 1953

brass monkey noun used in a number of figures of speech,
especially as a basis for comparison us, 1857

brass-monkey adjective (0f weather) bitterly cold. May be of nautical
origin but the popular etymology involving powder monkeys and
cannon balls remains unproven. Usually as ‘brass-monkeys’ or
‘brass-monkey weather’; from the phrase ‘cold enough to freeze
the balls off a brass monkey’ Uk 1857

brass nail; brass noun a prostitute. Rhyming slang for TAIL (a
woman sexually objectified), also punning on something you buy
‘to bang’ Uk 1933

brass razoo noun a small amount of money AUSTRALIA, 1941

brass ring noun an elusive but valuable prize US eary 1950

brass tacks noun the basic facts; the basic reality. Rhyming slang for
‘facts’ us, 1895

brass up verb 110 pay money Uk 1s9s. 2 to rebuke someone
BARBADOS, 1965

brassy adjective (0f a woman) ostentatious, cheap but flashy;
prostitute-like. A variation of an earlier, obsolete sense (impudent
and shameless); probably from BRASS (NAIL) (a prostitute), but note
the bright appearance of polished brass, a relatively cheap metal
UK, 1937

brat noun 1 a child, especially a troublesome junior; a baby. Possibly
from Scottish dialect bratchart Uk, 1505. 2 a young and/or weak man
used as a passive homosexual partner, especially in prison us, 191

brat pack nickname a group of young film actors who played roles in
John Hughes films of the 1980s. Frequently mentioned as
members of the group included Anthony Michael Hall, Emilio
Estevez, Charlie Sheen, Judd Nelson, Molly Ringold, Rob Lowe and
Ally Sheedy. A play on the Sinatra-centric Rat Pack of the 1950s
and 60s us, 1985

bravo noun a soldier in the US infantry. Vietnam war coinage and
usage Us, 1980

bravo delta noun a nonfunctioning piece of hardware. A phonetic-
alphabet euphemism for ‘broke dick’ us, 1983

brawl noun a rowdy party us, 1927
brazil verb to decline to pay interest on an existing loan CANADA, 1959

Brazilian landing strip; Brazilian noun the trimming of a
woman'’s pubic hair such that only a narrow strip remains; the
result thereof us, 2001

Brazil water noun coffee Us 1949

BRB used in computer message shorthand to mean ‘be right back’
us, 1991

brea noun heroin Uk 2003

breach noun » in the breach in poker, first to act in a given situ-
ation s, 1988

bread noun 1 money. The term was used at least as early as the
1930s, but it did not gain wide acceptance until the 1960s us, 1935.
2 5hip’s DiSCUIts TRISTAN DA CUNHA, 1910

bread and bread noun a homosexual couple; more generally, any
dull combination of two similar things Uk, 19s4

bread and butter noun 1 a livelihood, the means of living; a basic,
motivating interest Uk, 1837. 2 used by bookmakers to describe bets

by inexperienced, unskilled bettors AUSTRALIA, 1989. 3 @ Crazy person.
Rhyming slang for NUTTER UK 1992

bread and butter! used as a charm when two people who are
walking side-by-side are momentarily separated by a person or
object Us, 1939

bread and cheese verb to sneeze. Rhyming slang also used as a
noun UK, 1938

bread and jam noun a tram AUSTRALIA, 1902
bread and lard adjective hard Uk

bread and point noun a meagre meal, mainly bread. Another
surviving, related expression is ‘bread and pullet” or ‘pullHt” cAnADA

1987

1961

breadbasket noun the stomach ux 1785

bread box noun 1 the stomach. A lesser-known cousin of
BREADBASKET Us, 1979. 2 a safe that is easily broken into us, 1949

breaded adjective wealthy. Formed on BrReaD [money] Uk, 2005

breadfruit swopper noun a conventional if cheap person BARBADOS,
1965

bread hooks noun the fingers, the hands canADA 1973

bread knife noun a wife. Rhyming slang ux 2003

breads noun money BAHAMAS, 1952

breadwinner noun the person responsible for supporting a family.
Drawn from BREAD (money) UK, 1821

break noun 1 in hip-hop culture, an instrumental section from any
recorded source that is mixed with other similar selections to
make a new piece of music Us, 1993. 2 a piece of luck, good unless
otherwise qualified, e.g. ‘bad break’ us, 1926. 3 a break-in, or illicit
entry, into a building Uk, 1959

break verb 1 to escape from prison Uk, 2 in blackjack, to exceed
21 points, losing the hand us, 1997. 3 to run away US, 1993. 4 in
theatrical use, to stop work during or at the end of rehearsal, e.g.
‘the cast broke for tea’ Uk 19s4. 5 of money, to change a coin or a
note into coins or notes of smaller denominations Uk, 12
steal something us 2003. 7 to do something to excess Us, 1959.
» break bad to act in a threatening, menacing manner
» break camp to leave. Military or Western overtones us, 19s.
» break fives to shake hands s4rsAD0OS 1965. > break his (o
her) cherry (used of a racehorse) to win the first race in a racing
career us, 1951. B break ill to make a mistake, to blunder us, 19s9.
» break it big to win a great deal of money AUSTRALIA, 1954
» break it down to stop, to cease; as an imperative, stop talking!
USTRALIA, 1944. » break luck (of a prostitute) to have sex with the
first customer of the day or night us, 19s9. » break out into
assholes to become deeply frightened us 19s2. » break out the
rag to lose your temper after losing a game us 1971. » break
someone’s balls to harrass, to nag someone us, 1970. » break
someone’s chops to give someone a hard time, to harass
someone Us, 1953. » break starch to put on a fresh uniform
us, 1955, » break stick in ears to ignore advice or counsel
GRENADA, 2002. » break tape to fire your weapon. Vietnam war
usage Us 1991. » break the bank to divide the winnings up
among members of a blackjack counting team us 1991. » break
the house in gambling, especially an illegal gambling enterprise,
to win a great deal of money from the house us, 19s9. » break
the night to stay up all night us, 1950. » break the seal to
urinate for the first time in a serious bout of drinking. Subsequent
visits to the toilet will occur with urgent regularity after ‘breaking
the seal’ Uk 2002. » break the sound barrier to fart. Probably
dating to the late 1960s when the test-flights of supersonic airliner
Concorde first made the potential simile widely-known CANADA, 1984
» break watches (of a racehorse) to run very fast during a
morning workout us, 1957. » break weak to back down from a
confrontation us, 1992. » break wide to leave us 1992. » break
wind 1 to fart Uk 1e0s. 2 to drive in the lead position in a group of
trucks travelling along a motorway together. Citizens’ band radio
usage US,

breakage noun in horse racing pari-mutuel betting, the change left
over after paying off bets to the nearest nickel, dime or dollar us,

1947

break a leg! to an actor, good luck! Theatrical superstition con-
siders a wish of good luck to be tempting fate. Folk-etymology
offers the example of American actor John Wilkes Booth who
assassinated President Abraham Lincoln. The assassin jumped on
stage and broke his leg. Unlikely. It is remembered in use in the
1930s, and is suspected to be of English origin; it is certainly
widely used in the UK us, 1973

breakaway noun 1 any piece of equipment or clothing that will tear
free from a police officer's body during a fight us, 1962. 2 in
television and film making, a prop designed to break easily upon
impact us, 199

breakbeat noun in contemporary dance culture, a sampled beat that
is looped to create a rhythmic pattern; hence, a musical style us,

1988
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breakdancer; breaker noun a dancer who finds expression in the
rhythms of hip-hop music us, 1984

breakdancing noun an energetic dance improvised to the rhythms
of hip-hop; often danced competitively. The origin of hip-hop is
credited to New York DJ Kool Herc who mixed in rhythmic
‘breakdown parts” which dancers then interpreted us, 1983

breakdown noun 1 a shotgun us 1994, 2 @ noisy, rowdy party JAMAICA,
1996

break down verb to explain something us, 195

breaker noun 1 a citizens’ band radio user. Usage extended from the
announcement of a citizens’ band radio user’s presence on a
waveband us, 2 in horse racing, a horse that starts a race with
a great burst of speed us, 1982

breaker!; break! used for announcing your presence on citizens’
band radio. Literally announcing someone who wishes to ‘break-in’
to the airwaves, often formulated with information on direction,
radio channel, road number or type of contact sought us, 1976

breakers noun in certain games of poker, cards that qualify a player
to open betting Us, 1988

breakers ahead! used as a general purpose warning of impending
problems. Of obvious nautical origin, from the cry of the
masthead lookout Us, 193

breakfast burrito noun the penis Uk 2003

breakfast club noun a nightclub operating after other clubs close at
2am, staying open until the early morning when breakfast is
served US, 1954

breakfast of champions noun 1 simultaneous, mutual oral sex
AUSTRALIA, 1985. 2 crack cocaine. A new, ironic application for the
slogan used by Wheaties™ since the 1930s; adopted as the title of
a 1973 novel by Kurt Vonnegut Jr, and released as a film in 1999
UK 1998. 3 beer us, 1976

breakfast of losers noun methaqualone, the recreational drug best
known as Quaaludes™. Punning on the slogan of a popular cereal
brand — ‘breakfast of champions’ us 1957

breakfast time noun » to breakfast time to eternity AUSTRALIA
1969

breaking noun break dancing, especially its gymnastic and acrobatic
aspect Us, 1984

break in the weather noun in betting on horse racing, a change of
luCk AUSTRALIA, 1989

break into verb to achieve an entrance into an occupation or
activity us, 1899

break it off! give me your money! us, 1997

break loose verb in drag racing, to lose traction and spin the wheels
without moving uUs, 1970

break-luck noun a prostitute’s first customer of the day us, 1993

break man noun a prison guard who orchestrates the opening of
cells in the morning us, 1977

break out verb to leave US 1997

breakup noun in Alaska, the season between winter and summer us,

1904
break up verb to cause someone to laugh uproariously us, 1895

break your duck verb to do something for the first time. A
figurative application of the cricketing term (to score at least one
run) UK, 1998

breast check noun a walk through a crowd in search of attractive
female breasts us 1995

breast job noun surgery to alter a woman’s breast size US 2002

breathe noun in poker, to pass without betting us, 19ss

breather noun 1 in sports, a game against a weak opponent. From
the conventional sense (a rest) us, 1945. 2 the nose US, 1973. 3 a
person who derives sexual pleasure from telephoning someone
and breathing heavily when they answer the phone us 19s6. 4 in
trucking, the air intake pipe us, 1971

breather crimp noun a virtually undetectable bend or crease put
onto a playing card by a cheat or a conjuror, 2003

Breather U noun any college with a poor sports programme.
Humourous to those who attach importance to a college’s sports
programme us, 1958

breath of God noun crack cocaine us, 1997

breck noun breakfast us, 1953

brecko noun breakfast AUSTRALIA, 1983

bredda noun 1 a brother, a fellow black person. Phonetic spelling of
West Indian pronunciation. West Indian and UK black r992. 2 a boy
JAMAICA, 2000

bredgie noun a friend. Originally black usage, now youth slang vk,
2002

bredren; bredrin noun a man’s friend; friends; a fellow youth gang
member. Conventional ‘brethren” (‘brothers’, with religious and
political overtones) adopted for everyday use by the West Indian
and UK black communities Uk, 1994

bree noun a young woman us, 1992

breed noun 1 a person of mixed ancestry, Indian and non-Indian
CANADA, 195%. 2 @ person who is not white us, 1992

breed verb » breed a scab to create trouble Us, 1947

breeder noun 1 from the homosexual point of view, a heterosexual
Usually used as an insult us, 1979. 2 any food that is believed to
render a man potent and fecund JAMAICA, 2003

breeze noun 1 something that is achieved easily and quickly us,
2 in horse racing, an easy pace during a workout or race us, 1
3 an escape from prison us, 1948. 4 a prison sentence that is nearly
completed us, 1962. 5 a calm, collected person us, 1992. 6 the air
used in air brakes us, 1939. 7 (0of a car) power Us, 1955. 8 used as a
term of address Us, 1966 >see: BALMY BREEZE

breeze verb 1 to move or go quickly, to move or go casually or
without effort. Generally before ‘along’,'in’, ‘off’, ‘through’, etc us,
1907. 2 to succeed in achieving something without making a great
effort UK 2004. 3 to escape; to go Us, 1913. 4 in pool, to only barely
glance the object ball with the cue ball us, 1990

breeze off verb to stop working and relax in the shade BELIZE 199
breezer noun 1 a fart AUSTRALIA 1973. 2 a despised person Uk 2003

breezeway noun the area in a prison where the most derelict of the
convicts gather us, 19s4

breezy noun a young woman us, 2004

breid and watter noun talk, speechifying. Glasgow rhyming slang
for PATTER, on the Scottish pronunciation of ‘bread and water” Uk
1988

brekker; brekkers noun breakfast Uk iss9

brekkie; brekky noun breakfast. Childish uk 1504

Brenda Bracelets; Brenda noun a police officer; the police. An
example of CAMP trans-gender assignment, in this case as an
alliterative play on BRACELETS (handcuffs) as stereotypical police
equipment UK, 1992

Brenda Frickers noun knickers. Rhyming slang, formed on the
name of the Irish actress (b.1945), best known for her film work
UK, 2003

Brenda skunk; Brenda noun a hybrid variety of potent marijuana

2002
brer noun a fellow black man. Old contraction of ‘brother” Uk zom
bressles noun pubic hair NORFOLK ISLAND, 1992

brew noun 1 beer; a glass, bottle or can of beer us, 1907. 2 a cup, mug
or pot of tea. Tea is brewed by immersing tea leaves (loose or
bagged) in boiling water AUSTRALIA, 1905. 3 an illicitly made alcoholic
beverage AUSTRALIA, 1950. @ a Stew AUSTRALIA, 1957. § used as a male-to-
male term of address BERMUDA, 1985. 6 a Jewish person. An abbrevi-
ation of "Hebrew’ us, 1997 [>see: BURROO

brew verb to make and heat an injectable solution of heroin and
water UK 199

brewdog noun a can of beer us, 19ss
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brewed adjective drunk us, 1956

brewer noun a prostitute who will allow sexual intercourse without a
condom UK, 1997

brewer’s droop noun a temporary inability to achieve an erect penis
caused by drinking too much alcohol, especially beer AUSTRALIA, 1970

brewha noun a glass, bottle or can of beer us 2001
brewski; brewsky noun beer; a serving of beer. Mock Polish us, 1978
brewster noun a beer Us 1955

Brewster’s noun a great deal of money; a fortune. A reference to
Brewster’s Millions, 1945, remade 1985, a comedy flim about huge
amounts of money Uk, 2001

brew up verb to make tea Uk 1916
briar noun a hacksaw blade us 1950
briar patch noun a female’s pubic hair us 197

bribe noun in marketing, the initial, attractive offer to join a book or
music club us, 1986

brick noun 12 good man. A term of approval Uk 1340. 2 someone
with exceptionally good credit Us, 2001. 3 a person lacking social
skills us, 1968. 4 a profit made fraudulently ux 1979. 5 a sentence of
ten years in jail AUSTRALIA, 1944. 6 @ Street tough person AUSTRALIA,
1840. 7 a die that has been shaved on one face us, 1950. 8 in poker, a
drawn card that fails to improve the hand us, 199. 9 ten cartons of
stolen cigarettes us, 192, 10 a carton of cigarettes Us, 1906. 11 a
kilogram of, usually compressed, marijuana, or, less commonly,
another drug us, 1967. 12 marijuana. From the sense as a measure-
ment of the drug Uk 19%. 13 crack cocaine Us, 2003. 14 an Australian
ten pound note; the sum of ten pounds. From the colour of the
note. After the introduction of decimal currency in 1966 the
meaning changed to either ‘twenty dollars’” (an equivalent value)
or, most commonly, ‘ten dollars” (numerically the same). Neither
of the new notes were brick coloured and the term has all but
died out AUSTRALIA, 1914. 15 @ pound sterling (£1) UK: SCOTLAND, 198s.
16 a four-man infantry patrol. Used by the British Army in
Northern Ireland ux 1995. 17 an abandoned, partially consumed can
or bottle of beer us, 2002

brick nickname the British Columbia Resources Investment
Corporation. A near-abbreviation CANADA, 1979

brick verb 1 to have sex leaning against a brick wall for balance and
purchase UKk 2007. 2 to cheat or defraud someone Uk, 1979. 3 to fail
to deliver as promised us, 1993. 4 to hurl bricks, rocks or other hard
objects. A word commonly used in the 1960s in American cities
during events called riots’ by the dominant power and ‘uprisings’
by leftists s, 1972. 5to miss a shot; to fail us, 2001, » brick your
pants to soil your underwear as a result of fear; to be very afraid
UK, 2005

bricked adjective 1 drug-intoxicated us 1992. 2 in a court of law,
having an unsigned police statement used against you AUSTRALIA,
1977

bricker verb to steal; to shoplift uk 1970

brick gum noun heroin Uk 1998

brickhouse noun in poker, a full house that is not the best hand. An
allusion built on ‘brick’ as a ‘useless card’ us, 199

brick it verb to be very nervous or worried; to be thoroughly
frightened. Variation of SHIT IT UK 199

bricks noun in prison, the world outside the prison walls us, 1976.
» hit the bricks 1 to leave, especially to leave prison us 1931. 2 to
go on strike; to be on strike. Also variants ‘on the bricks'or ‘pound
the bricks’ us 1935, B to the bricks extremely, utterly, completly
us, 1928

bricks and clicks noun a business that combines trading from tra-
ditional business premises with e-commerce and Internet-only
custom UK 2000

bricks and mortar noun 1 a house; houses, property. Usually in
phrases like ‘his money’s in bricks and mortar’ Uk, 1855. 2 a
daughter. Rhyming slang Uk, 1960

brick shithouse noun a woman, or rarely a homosexual man, with a
curvaceous figure; a powerfully built man. Sometimes euphemised
10 a simple ‘house’ uUs, 1928

bricktop noun a red-haired person us, 1856

Bricktop nickname Ada Smith de Conge, a singer, actress and Paris
nightclub hostess (died 1984) us, 1952

brickweed noun marijuana that has been compressed into a brick
for transportation Uk, 2004

bricky; brickie noun a bricklayer ux 1850

Brickyard nickname the Indianapolis speedway. The speedway was
once faced with bricks us, 7958

bridal suite noun 1 a two-man prison cell. A frank allusion to homo-
sexual sex in prison NEW ZEALAND, 1999. 2 @ room where police
assigned the late night shift can sleep us, 1994

bride noun 1 a model of good behaviour BARBADOS, 1965. 2 a prostitute
UK, 1981

bride’s nightie noun » like a bride’s nightie used as the epit-
ome of quickness AUSTRALIA, 1984

bride’s slide noun in backgammon, the customary play with a first
roll of 6-5: moving a back man 171 points us, 1976

bridge noun 1 a holder for a marijuana cigarette. A common term in

the 1950s, largely supplanted by ROACH cLIP in the 1960s Us, 1955.

2 a slightly curved playing card, altered by a cheat to manipulate
the cutting of a deck us, 1991. 3 a pickpocket who reaches around
the victim to pick their pocket us 1949. 4 a group of four in a
restaurant or soda fountain. An allusion to a bridge party us, 1%7.
» under the bridge in a smuggling operation, across a border
Us, 1956

bridge and tunnel adjective said of a resident of New Jersey who
commutes to New York. Disparaging us, 1984

bridge bender noun a motor vehicle manufactured by Vauxhall ux
1981

bridge jumper noun in horse racing, a person who regularly bets on
favourites and is distraught if the favourite does not win us, 1951

bridge monkey; bridge stiff noun on the railways, a bridge
construction worker us, 1977

Bridge of Sighs nickname an overpass connecting the New York City
jail with the criminal court building. A borrowing from Venice's
Ponte de Sospiri, romanticised by Lord Byron us, 1955

bridges noun bridge tolls for which a truck driver is paid in advance
or reimbursed us, 193

brief noun 1 a solicitor, a barrister or other legal representative of an
accused person. From an earlier sense (the legal case presented to
a barrister) Uk, 1977. 2 a warrant to search or arrest someone; a
Metropolitan Police warrant-card Uk 1970. 3 a ticket for any purpose
UK 1937. 4 a playing card that has been trimmed slightly so that a
cheat can locate it within a deck by feel us, 1988

brig noun a Brigadier; also, until the rank was abolished, a Brigadier
General. Military Uk, 1899

briggity adjective arrogant, vain, stubborn us, 1ss«

bright noun 1 morning us, 1941. 2 a light-complexioned black person
us, 1976

bright adjective (Of skin) light-coloured sAHAMAS, 1952

bright and frisky; bright 'n’ frisky; Brighton noun whisky
Rhyming slang, probably as a deliberate variation of the earlier ‘gay
and frisky’ reflecting the shift in the meaning of ‘gay’; it is
interesting to note therefore that the contraction ‘Brighton’ also
has rhyming slang noun and adjective senses (homosexual), and
that Brighton is regarded as one of the UK’s centres of homosex-
ual culture Uk 1969

bright disease noun the condition of knowing too much for your
own good Us, 1953

bright-eyed and bushy-tailed adjective alert and enthusiastic, lively
Us, 1942

bright eyes noun 1 a lookout during a criminal venture us, 195. 2 the
high beam setting on headlights us, 1977

brightlight team noun in Vietnam, a small group from the special
forces sent to rescue American prisoners of war Us, 1981
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Brighton bucket noun » like a Brighton bucket without
recognising someone when you pass them in the street. An image
of the pitch buckets on a conveyor system at the Brighton pier,
passing each other on belts TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1987

Brighton pier verb to disappear. Rhyming slang Uk 1998

Brighton pier; brighton adjective (especially of a man) homosexual.
Rhyming slang for Queer (homosexual). Earlier use of the same
rhyme meant ‘unwell” or ‘peculiar’, the meaning shifting with the
sense of ‘queer’; possibly also influenced by the reputation of
Brighton as a centre for gay society and culture Uk, 190

Brighton rock noun the penis. Rhyming slang for cock, and a visual
pun on a long pink sweet that is made to be sucked. Similarly
sweet references to the male anatomy can be found at ALMOND
ROCK, BLACKPOOL ROCK and STICK OF ROCK UK, 7992

brights noun white socks us, 1969

Bright’s Disease nickname Bright's Wine™, a brand of cheap wine,
grown and processed in Niagara, Ontario CANADA, 2001

bright spark noun a cheerful, energetic person NEW ZEALAND, 2002

bright spot noun in oil drilling, an area that has indications of a pro-
ductive field us, 1997

bright, white and dead white adjective >see: LIGHT, BRIGHT,
DAMN NEAR WHITE

brighty adjective very smart us, 1945

brig rat noun a prisoner us, 1942

brill; brills adjective excellent, marvellous. An abbreviation of
‘brifliant’; also used as exclamation. Military usage possibly pre-
dates modern slang by several decades Uk, 1979

brilliant adjective wonderful, excellent uk 1979

brim noun 1 any hat us 1965 2 a straw hat BAHAMAS, 1952

brims noun identical hats worn by members of a youth gang us, 1952

brimson noun a braggart; a fantasist. English gypsy use Uk, 2000

bring verb to compel someone to do something. us i972. » bring it
in in poker, to make the first bet of a hand us 1es0. » bring it on
used for challenging an opponent to begin a competition us, 199.
» bring pee to frighten someone severely. Vietnam war usage
us, 1966. » bring smoke 1 to call for an artillery barrage us, 799.
2 by extension, to reprimand someone in harsh, profane tones us,
1963. » bring someone to book to bring someone to account;
to cause someone to face authority, investigation or judgement Uk,
1804

bring-a-plate adjective (Of a party or the like) partially self-catered
AUSTRALIA, 1979

bringdown noun an event or person that discourages or depresses
you US, 7939

bring down verb to depress someone, to deflate someone s, 1935

bring it away vers to effect an abortion. The ‘it’ in question is the
foetus Uk, 1984

bring it, don’t sing it! used to invite action instead of words us,
1998

bring off verb 1 to achieve an intended outcome, to be successful in
making something happen Uk, 192s. 2 to induce and achieve an
0rgasm UK, 1984

bring on verb to excite someone sexually Uk 191

bring on the dancing girls! a facetious call for an exciting
spectacle that is used as a register of boredom UK 1984

bring out verb to introduce someone to homosexuality, to awaken
in someone their homosexuality US, 1941

bring up verb 1 to vomit ux 1719, 2 t0 try someone on a criminal
charge us, 1823

brinny noun a stone, especially a small stone or pebble that is used
for throwing. Probably from an Australian Aboriginal language
AUSTRALIA, 1943

Bris; Brissie; Brizzie noun Brisbane AUSTRALIA, 1945

Brish adjective British. From a drunken slurring; especially in Sydney
AUSTRALIA, 7951

brisket noun the female breast. A butcher’s pun describing the cut
of breast meat next to the ribs uk 1979

bristol noun in tiddlywinks, a shot that moves both the player’s wink
and an opponent’s, the manoeuvre starting and finishing with the
player’s wink sitting on the opponent’s. The manoeuvre, dating
from the 1960s, is credited eponymously to Bristol University
Tiddlywinks Society UK 1950

Bristol City; bristol noun the female breast. Rhyming slang: Bristo/
City Football Club and TITTY (a breast); supported by an alliterative
connection between ‘breast’ and ‘brist’; usually in the plural uk
1960

Bris-vegas nickname Brisbane AUSTRALIA, 2003
Brit noun a Briton Uk 1901

Brit adjective British. An abbreviation, usually as a prefix. Usages
include: Britflick (@ UK film), Britlit (new UK writing) and britpulp!
(an anthology of shortstories) AUSTRALIA, 1971

britch noun a side trouser pocket us, 1950

britches noun in Newfoundland, the sac of codfish eggs found in
the pregnant female CANADA, 1975

Brit hop noun British hip-hop Uk 1999
British disease noun a strike or work stoppage NEW ZEALAND, 1984

British Standard Handful noun the average female breast. A play
on standards established by the British Standards Institute Uk 1977

Britland nickname Britain Uk, 2002

Britney Spear; britney noun a year. Rhyming slang, formed on the
name of popular US entertainer Britney Spears Uk, 2004

Britney Spears; Britneys noun beers. Popney rhyming slang, based
on the name of popular entertainer Britney Spears (born 1981).
Popney was contrived for www.music365.co.uk, an Internet music
site UK 2001

Britpop noun a loose categorisation of contemporary British popular
MUSIC UK, 1999

brittle adjective (Used of a computer program) functional, but easily
rendered dysfunctional by changes or external stimuli which
should not have the effect they have us, 1991

Brixton briefcase noun a large portable stereo system associated,
stereotypically, with black youth culture uk 1990

bro noun a brother, in the sense of a fellow in a given situation or
condition; especially of a fellow black; also of a fellow student in
UK public school usage us, 1957

broach verb to inject an illegal drug us 1992

broad noun 1 2 woman. Somewhere between derogatory and so old-
fashioned as to be charming in a hopeless way Us
homosexual who plays the passive sexual role us, 19s4.
of playing cards, a queen Uk, 1781. 4 an identity card; any paper of
identification, insurance book, etc Uk 1950. 5 a credit card. Extended
from the previous sense Uk 1977

broadcast verb to engage in conversation us, 1959

broadie noun 1 2 woman. A slightly embellished BROAD Us, 1932. 2 the
movement of a surfer across the face of a wave SOUTH AFRICA, 195

broad joint noun a bar where prostitutes are available along with the
drinks us, 1956

broads noun playing cards uk 171
broadski noun a worman us, 1957
broad squad noun in prison, a group of homosexual men us, 1990

broad tosser noun the operator of a three-card monte game swindle
Us, 1980

Broadway noun in poker, a five-card sequence ending with an ace as
the highest card of the sequence us, 1988

Broadway Arab noun a Jewish person us 1945
broccoli noun marijuana us, 1969

brockly adjective muscular. A vegetable pun, alluding to professional
wrestler Brock Lesnar us, 2003
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Brodie; Brody noun 1 a fall or leap from a great height. An allusion
to Steve Brodie, a New York bookmaker who in 1886 claimed to
have survived a leap from the Brooklyn Bridge and then opened a
tavern which succeeded as a result of the publicity surrounding his
claimed leap us, 1s99. 2 a feigned drug withdrawal spasm us, 193. 3 a
failure to perform as expected CANADA 1976. 4 a play that is a
complete failure us, 1973. 5 a skid, usually controlled us, 1953

broform noun a retail discount given to friends. Snowboarder’s slang;
conflates BRO (a friend) with ‘proform’ (a discount given to pro-
fessionals) uUs, 1995

brogans noun heavy work shoes. From the Gaelic. During the US
Civil War, the sturdy and durable leather shoes issued to
infantrymen were nicknamed Brogans or Jefferson Booties us, 1835

broges noun work shoes. An abbreviation of BROGANS US, 1990

bro-ing noun in market research, the testing of fashion prototypes in
inner-city, predominantly black neighbourhoods. From BRrO (a
fellow black) in a sense that categorises a target customer us, 2001

broja noun heroin, 2002

brok verb to depart, to leave. Urban youth slang, probably derived
from conventional ‘break’ in a similar sense to SPLIT UK, 2006

broke adjective having little or no money, bankrupt. A variant of con-
ventional ‘broken’ used in this sense from C16 Uk 1657. » go for
broke to make the utmost effort to achieve a desired end us, 1951

broke dick noun a nonfunctioning piece of hardware us, 1983
broke-down noun a brawl 4HAMAS, 1995

broke money noun a small amount of money given to a gambler
who has lost his entire bankroll us, 7950

broken adjective 1 in the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us 2001.
2 depressed, acting oddly us, 1981

broken arrow noun 1 an accident involving nuclear weapons us, 19s0.
2 in computing, an error code on line 25 of a 3270 terminal us,
1991

broken arse noun a person who has been completely subjugated.
Prison usage NEW ZEALAND, 1999

broken knuckles noun sleeping quarters on a train us, 1946

broken rail noun an older, physically run-down railway worker us,

broken wrist noun an effeminate male homosexual Us, 198

broker noun a drug dealer us, 192

broket noun on a computer keyboard, the characters <and>. A
contraction of ‘broken bracket’ us, 1983

brolly noun an umbrella Uk, 1874
broly adjective conforming to surfer etiquette Us, 1991
bro-man noun used as a male-to-male term of address BAHAMAS, 1952

bronc noun in oil drilling, an inexperienced driller us, 1954

bronch verb to use a bronchoscope. Medical use Uk 1950

bronco noun a young male recently initiated into homosexual sex us,
1967

bronc stomper noun a cowboy who specialises in the breaking of
horses, i.e. getting them to accept bridle, bit and saddle canvaDA,
1954

bronski verb to sandwich a face between female breasts us 1995

Bronson noun cocaine. From the infamous UK criminal Charlie
Bronson (b.1952), with CHARLIE leading to ‘cocaine’ Uk, 2001

Bronx Bull nickname Jake LaMotta (b.1921), a middleweight boxer
who fiercely made his presence felt in the ring in the 1940s and
1950s s, 1952

Bronx cheer noun a combination of booing and a derisory farting
noise, expressing disgust us, 1922

bronze; bronza; bronzer; bronzo noun the anus; the buttocks.
Probably derives as a shade of brown AUSTRALIA, 1953

bronze John noun the sun s, 1954

Bronzeville noun a city neighbourhood with a largely black popu-
lation us, 1950

bronze-wing noun a person of part-Aboriginal and part white
descent. From the colour of a bronze-wing pigeon AUSTRALIA, 1956

bronzie; branzy noun a sun tan; bronzed skin ux 1987
bronzie machine noun a tanning machine vk 2002

broo noun the employment exchange; unemployment benefit The
Scots shortened form of ‘bureau’ Uk, 1998

Brookolino nickname Brooklyn, New York us, 1952

broom noun 1 the person who is assigned to or takes it upon
himself to keep a workplace neat. Sometimes embellished to
‘broom man’ us, 1973. 2 a hat us, 1960

broom verb 1 to travel Uk 1921, 20 run away, to leave Uk 1821

broomie noun in sheep-shearing, a person employed to keep the
shearing floor swept clean. Extended from a conventional ‘broom’;
also known and used by New Zealand sheep-shearers AUSTRALIA, 1895

broom stack noun a truck exhaust stack that is flaming or smoking
Us, 1961

broomstick noun in electric line work, a phase spacer used for
keeping phases from contacting each other midspan us, 1950

broosted adjective rich; having achieved great wealth. Extended from
BREWSTER'S (a great deal of money) Uk, 2002

bros before hoes used as a rallying cry for the precedence of male
friendship over relationships with females. Sometimes seen as the
abbreviation BBH us, 2004

broski; browski noun used as a male-to-male term of address.
Doing to BRO what was done to BREW US, 1997

brothel creeper noun a patron of brothels us, 1977

brothel creepers noun suede-topped, crepe-soled shoes, either of
the style also known as desert boots or the thick-soled variety
favoured by Teddy Boys. Originally military, from World War 2; the
etymology appears to be obvious, certainly the early types of these
shoes allowed for silent movement Uk, 1954

brothel spout noun a prostitute who is physically and emotionally
worn out by her work us, 1993

brother noun 1 a black man us, 1910. 2 a fellow member of a
countercultural or underground political movement us, 19ss. 3 in
carnival usage, a woman'’s husband or lover us, 19s1. 4 heroin. A
rare variant on the common BOY US, 1990

Brother Andre’s Last Erection nickname the Oratory near the top
of the mountain in Montreal. Brother Andre was a poor priest
whose charisma made him widely known in Quebec as a healer;
he raised funds to build the mammoth St Joseph’s Oratory, and
slept in an anteroom as caretaker CANADA, 1990

brother Ben noun Benzedrine™ (amphetamine sulphate), a central
nervous system stimulant, or another central nervous system
stimulant us, 1971

Brother Jonathan nickname the United States cANADA, 1962

brother man noun used as a term of address to establish solidarity,
among black men us, 1974

broth of a boy noun a boy or man who represents the absolute
quintessence of what a boy or man should be. The earliest
recorded instance is in Byron’s Don Juan, 1822; however modern
usage is mainly Irish Uk 1822

brought down adjective in a sad or suddenly depressed state of
mind, especially after drug use us, 1946

brown noun 1 the anus and/or rectum us, 1916. 2 faeces IRELAND, 1997,
3 anal sex; an act of anal intercourse Uk 1s%4. & heroin, especially if
only partially refined us, 5 darker coloured hashish us, 19s1.

6 an amphetamine tablet us, 1972

brown verb 1 to perform anal sex upon someone us, 1933. 2 to force
others to behave in an obsequious, sycophantic manner Uk, 1998

brown adjective 1 (of behaviour) obsequious, sycophantic. As in
BROWN NOSE (a sycophant); extends from an image of submissive
homage to another’s backside Uk: SCOTLAND, 1983. 2 used for
describing sexual activities involving excrement uk, 2002. 3 (of a
person’s skin colour) white JAMAICA, 2003
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brown Abe noun a US penny. From the engraving of President
Abraham Lincoln on the coin uUs, 1945

brown acid noun a type of LSD. At the Woodstock festival in August
1969, there were several public address announcements recording
the ‘brown acid’ that was ‘not specifically good” us, 1969

brown ankles noun an utter sycophant. An ordinary sycophant is a
BROWN NOSE; the toady here is even further ensconced in the
nether regions NEW ZEALAND, 1976

brown-back noun a ten-shilling note. From the colour of the note;
such currency was in use between 1928-40 and again from
1948-70 and withdrawn from circulation with the onset of
decimalisation in 1971 Uk, 1961

brown bag noun an unmarked police car us, 1976

brown-bag verb t0 carry lunch to work, especially in a brown paper
lunch bag us, 1968

brown bagger noun a married person. From the image of bringing
lunch packed in a brown bag to work; originally military usage us,

1947

brown bar noun in the US Army, a second lieutenant. The single
brass bar worn by the second lieutenant was camouflaged in the
field and became a single brown bar us, 1977

brown bomb noun a laxative us 1990

brown bomber noun 1 a large laxative pill, favoured by military
medics since World War 2 us, 1941. 2 a type of LSD. From the
colour of the capsule Uk, 1998

brown boot Army noun the army as it once was US, 198
brown bottle noun beer us, 1976

brown bottled adjective drunk on beer Uk 1951

brown bottle shop noun a pub vk 1981

brown boy noun 2 male who derives sexual pleasure from eating the
faeces of others us, 1971

brown bread adjective dead. Rhyming slang ux, 19,
Brown Brothers noun the black community Uk 1998
brown bucket noun the rectum and/or anus us, 1949

brown coat noun in prison or borstal, a prisoner on remand or
awaiting deportation. From the colour of the uniform which differ-
entiates this type of prisoner from the majority of inmates who
were, at the time of use, dressed in grey Uk 1950

brown cow noun an alcoholic drink made from coffee liqueur and
cream or milk. It is identified in Tom Dalzell's The Slang of Sin as
a ‘barrel of beer’ CANADA, 1998

brown crown noun a notional sign of one who has failed miserably
Us, 1966

brown crystal noun heroin Uk 1998

brown derby noun during the Vietnam war, a hot meal that was
flown to the troops in the field us, 1991

brown dots noun a type of LSD us 1975
brown downtown noun brown heroin us, 1992

browned off adjective 1 bored or fed-up with something or
something Uk 193s. 2 depressed, angry us, 1950

brown eye noun the anus us, 1954

brown-eyed cyclops noun the anus. In Greek mythology the
Cyclops were one-eyed giants; the imagery employed here is clear
UK, 2002

brown eyes noun the female breasts, especially the nipples us, 1932

Brown family noun collectively, all passive participants in anal sex
us, 1950

brown-hatter noun a homosexual man ux 1950

brown helmet noun a notional sign of one who has been rejected
in romance Us, 1968

brownie noun 1 the anus us 1927. 2 a sycophant. An abbreviation of
BROWN NOSER LS 1993. 3 @ homosexual, especially one of wealth or
position us 1976. 4 a notation of bad conduct or poor work per-
formance; a demerit s, 1970. 5 a black person. Coincidental to the

US sense (a brown-skinned Asian) uk 2c02. 6 a traffic police officer
s, 1987. 7 a police radar unit used for measuring vehicle speed. An
allusion to the camera brand, a metaphor for radar us 197. 8 in
trucking, a three-speed auxiliary gearbox. Originally manufactured
by the Brownolite Transmission Company, hence the diminutive
Us, 1971. 9 marijuana us, 196. 10 any amphetamine; MDMA, the rec-
reational drug best known as ecstasy. Originally ‘amphetamines’,
from the colour; hence, via confused recreational drug-users,
‘ecstasy’ UK 2001. 11 an empty beer bottle NEW ZEALAND, 1979

brownie point noun an imaginary award or credit for a good deed
Us, 1953

brownie queen noun a male homosexual who enjoys the passive
role in anal sex US, 1968

brownies noun 1 the female breasts, especially the nipples us, 19s2.
2 dice that have had their spots altered for cheating. More
commonly known as ‘busters’, which leads to the cartoon
character ‘Buster Brown’, which leads to ‘Brown’ us, 1950

Browning Sister noun a male homosexual. From BROWN (anal sex)
A term used in the 1940s uUs, 1941

brown job noun 1 a soldier. From the khaki uniform vk 1943. 2 oral-
anal sex us, 1971

brown list noun an imagined list of those in disfavour. A
euphemistic SHIT LIST UK,

brown lover noun a person with a fetishistic love of excrement us,
1996

brownmouth noun a talkative fool ReLAND, 1997

brown-nose verb to curry favour in a sycophantic fashion us, 193s

brown nose; brown noser noun a toady; a sycophant. Originally
military uUs, 1938

Brown Nurses nickname Our Lady's Nurses (for the Poor), a Catholic
organisation founded in 1913. From the brown uniform AUSTRALIA,
1984

brown one; brown “un noun on the railways, a distant signal uk 1970

brownout noun a near but not complete loss of consciousness. Not
quite a ‘blackout’ us, 1992

brown paper noun 1 a sycophant. A logical extension of ASSWIPE U,
1963. 2 @ caper in the sense of an occupation or racket. Rhyming
slang Uk, 1974

brown-paper roll noun a cigarette hand-rolled in brown paper
BAHAMAS, 1982

brown rhine; brown rine noun heroin. From the colour and a
pronunciation of ‘heroin’ us, 1953

browns noun the uniform issued to a prisoner on remand or
awaiting deportation in borstals and detention centres. From the
colour Uk, 1978

brown shoes noun a person who does not use drugs us, 190

brown shower noun an act of defecation as part of sadomasochistic
sex play UK 2003

brown slime noun a mixture of cola syrup and nutmeg, used as a
substitute for drugs by the truly desperate us, 1992

brown stuff noun opium us, 1950

brown sugar noun 1 grainy, poor quality heroin us, 1971. 2 a black
woman, especially a beautiful one. Originally black use only, from
the skin colour and a suggestion of sweetness Us, 1971. 3 by
extension, a sexually desirable black man. Adopted by black
women US, 199. 4 a coarse, unrefined person AUSTRALIA, 1989

brown tape noun heroin Uk 2002

brown tongue noun an informer. The disdainful image of an
informer licking the anus of authority Uk 199

brown trousers noun extreme nervousness, fear. From the state of
your trousers after an involuntary fear-induced evacuation Uk 2005

brown trout noun faeces, when thrown by prisoners from their cells
onto guards us, 1992

brown underpants noun used as a symbol of extreme fear or
cowardice. An image of soiled underwear Uk, 1998
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brown water navy noun during the Vietnam war, the US Navy
presence on rivers and deltas uUs, 191

brown windsor noun >see: WINDSOR CASTLE

brown wings noun experience of anal intercourse, or anal-oral sexual
contact, considered as an achievernent. Originally Hell's Angel
usage; ‘brown’ (the colour associated with the anus) plus ‘wings’
(badge of honour) us, 1971

Bruce noun used as a stereotype of an effeminate male homosexual
us, 1973

Bruce Lee noun an erect nipple. Clever but misinformed pun on
San Francisco-born martial arts film actor Bruce Lee as a HARD
(muscular) NIP (@ Japanese person); in fact Bruce Lee (1940-73)
was a native of Hong Kong, not Japan uk 2002

bruck noun in western Canada, a combination bus and truck canapa,
1961

bruckins noun a noisy, rowdy party JAMAICA, 199

bruck-up verb to beat up. British Indian (Hindi) urban youth slang ux,
2006
brud noun used as a friendly term of address NORFOLK ISLAND, 1992

bruiser noun 1 a rugged physical specimen; a thug Uk 1742. 2 a club

used for beating sediment out of sponges BAHAMAS, 1

brukdown noun a noisy, rowdy party seLIZE, 199%

bruk up verb to thrash someone, to beat someone up. Early C21
black youth usage; an elision of ‘break up” and FUCK UP (to destroy)
UK, 2002

brumby noun a feral horse. Origin unknown. Various conjectures,
such as an eponymous Major Brumby, or that an Aboriginal
language is the source, are based on no solid evidence AUSTRALIA,
1880

brummy; brummie adjective from Birmingham, England. Both the
city of Birmingham and its inhabitants can be called ‘Brum’. From
Brummagem; the local spelling was a phonetic reflection of the
local pronunciation: ‘Brummagem’ = Bromwichham (after
Bromwich), in turn a corruption of Brimidgeham, the old form of
Birmingham. Brummagem has an obsolete sense as ‘counterfeit,
inferior or fake’ (of coins, antiques, etc.) as Birmingham was a
centre of manufacture for such articles in the C17 and C18. Also,
since 1954, used as a noun UK, 1941

brush noun 1 female pubic hair AUSTRALIA 1941. 2 @ moustache US, 1824
3 an intravenous injection of an illegal drug us 1992. 4 a person
who organises the seating for card players Uk 2003. 5 a technique
for introducing altered dice into a game as the dice are passed
from player to shooter. Also known as a ‘brush-off’ us, 1950

brush verb to introduce marked cards or loaded dice into a game us,
i1993. » brush your teeth and comb your hair in trucking, to
slow down to the legal speed limit because of the presence of
police ahead us, 1976

brush ape noun an unsophisticated rustic us, 1920

brusher; brushman noun a casino employee who tries to lure
casino visitors into playing poker us, 198

brush-off noun a rejection us 1938
Brussels sprout; brussel noun 1 a Boy Scout, a Scout. Rhyming

slang, since about 1910 Uk, 1960. 2 a tout, either of the ticket or
racing tipster variety. Rhyming slang uk 1992

brutal adjective 1 extremely good, intense us, 19s4. 2 terrible, very bad
Us, 1983

brutally adverb very s 1995

brute noun 1 any large vehicle or vessel that is difficult to handle us,

1850. 2 In the television and film industries, a large spotlight used
to simulate sunlight us, 190

brute force noun in computing, a simplistic and unsophisticated
programming style us, 1991

brute force and ignorance noun physicality applied without
thought; also, a deliberate disregard for tact or delicacy. A
catchphrase that means exactly what it says, usually jocular Uk 1930

bruv noun a brother; a friend; used as a friendly form of address
from one man to another. A phonetic abbreviation Uk 2000

bruz noun used as a term of address, man to man us, 1958

BS noun bullshit, in all its senses. A euphemism accepted in polite
society US, 1900

BS and bells noun in firefighter usage, a long period with activity us
1954

BSH noun the average female breast. An abbreviation of BRITISH

STANDARD HANDFUL, a play on BSI standards set by the British
Standards Institute Uk, 1977

B-sguared noun a brassiere. Schoolgirl slang, presumably also written
B" Uk 1971

BT noun 1 the posterior, the buttocks. By elision, a euphemism for
‘bottom’ UK: SCOTLAND, 1998. 2 an inhalation of marijauna smoke
filtered through a water-pipe. An abbreviation of ‘bong toke” us, 1997

BT Baracus noun a child who lives in a house without a phone;
subsequently a child without a mobile phone. Derives from a
reliance on BT (British Telecom) and a play on the character BA
Baracus played by Mr T in the television adventure series The A
Team, 1984 -88 UK, 2004

BTI noun television interference with a citizens’ band signal. An
abbreviation of ‘boob tube interference’ us, 1976

BTM noun the posterior, the buttocks. A domestic euphemism for
‘bottom” UK 1937

BTO noun an influential and admired person. A ‘big-time operator’ —
not without overtones of smarminess uUs, 1944

BTW used in computer message shorthand to mean 'by the way’ us,
1991

BU noun sexual attraction. An abbreviation of ‘biological urge’ us, 1934
Bu; the Bu; Mother Bu nickname Malibu, California us, 1991

BUAG noun a simple drawing made with computer characters. A ‘big
ugly ASCII graphic’ us, 1995

bub noun 1 used as a term of address, usually to a stranger and
usually in a condescending tone us, 1839. 2 the female breast Uk,
1826. 3 @ baby AUSTRALIA, 1992. 4 a blue flashing police car light us 1987

bubba noun 1 a stereotypical white, southern male us, 19s2. 2 a friend,
especially as a term of address. A variation of BROTHER US, 7983.
3 marijuana us, 1997

bubbie circus noun a chorus line or other display of multiple
women with large breasts us, 1967

bubbies and cunt noun a poor woman’s dowry us, 197
bubblate vers to idle, to pass time with friends us, 2004

bubble noun 1 an informer. From rhyming slang BUBBLE AND SQUEAK
(to inform) Uk 19%. 2 a glass-enclosed control panel on a vehicle of
any sort Us, 1983. 3 an aeroplane cockpit Us, 19s6. 4 in motor racing,
a clear plastic dome that covers the driver us 19s. 5 in the
television and film industries, an incandescent electric light bulb
Us, 1960. 6 a specialisation us, 1997. 7 an instance of weeping Uk
SCOTLAND, 1985. » on the bubble 1 engaged in swindling as a
career Us, 1997. 2 in motor racing, in one of the lower spots in the
qualifying stage of an event, subject to being displaced by a better
performance of another car us 1993. 3 in motor racing, the most
favourable starting position (the pole position) us, 1945

bubble verb 1 to weep Uk: SCOTLAND, 19s5. 2 t0 kill someone by
injecting air into their veins us, 1982

bubble and squeak noun 1 an act of urination. Rhyming slang for
LEAK AUSTRALIA, 2002. 2 @ week. Rhyming slang Uk 1979. 3 a Greek.
Rhyming slang; derogatory. Can be shortened to ‘bubble’, or used
in the plural form ‘bubbles and squeaks’ to refer to Greeks and
Cypriots, collectively Uk, 1938

bubble and squeak; bubble; bubble up verb to inform on
someone. The original rhyming slang meaning was ‘to speak’;
hence ‘to speak about’, ‘to inform” uk 1961

Bubbleberry noun in British Columbia, a hybrid variety of marijuana
CANADA, 2002

bubble brain noun a distracted, unfocused person us, 1981
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bubble-burner noun in trucking, an engine run on propane gas us,
1971

bubble chaser noun a bombardier on a bomber aircraft. A reference
to the bubbles in the levelling device used us, 1945

bubble dance verb to wash dishes us 1947
bubble-dancer noun a person employed as a dishwasher us, 1960

bubblegum noun 1 the posterior, the buttocks, especially of a
curvaceous worman. Rhyming slang for BUM Uk 199s. 2 cocaine;
crack cocaine. Probably a play on Bazooka™, a branded bubble-
gum, and BAZOOKA (cocaine; crack) Uk 199s. 3 a hybrid marijuana
with a sweet ‘pink’ taste UK 2002

bubblegum adjective unimaginative, highly commercial, insincere.
Usually used to describe music us, 1963

bubble gum machine noun 1 a vehicle with flashing lights
especially a police car. Sometimes shortened to ‘bubble machine’
Us, 19s. 2 the H-13 army helicopter. Vietnam war usage us, 198

bubblegummer noun a pre-teenager or young teenager Us, 1970

bubblehead noun 1 a person whose thinking is not grounded in
reality Us, 1945. 2 a submariner us, 1986

bubbler noun a water tank or cooler. Korean war usage. Also heard in
New South Wales and Queensland us, 1951

bubble team noun a sports team that might or might not make a
play-off or be invited to a tournament us, 1989

bubble-top noun an OH-13 Sioux helicopter, used for observation,
reconnaissance, and medical evacuation in the Korean war and the
early years of the war in Vietnam. So named because of the
distinctive plexiglas canopy us, 1984

bubble trouble noun a flat tyre or other tyre problem us 197
bubbling adjective (0f an event) beginning to get exciting us, 2002

bubbling bundle of barometric brilliance noun used as the
introduction for Bobbie the weather girl on AFVN television,
Saigon, during the Vietnam war. Officially she served as a secretary
for the US Agency for International Aid in Saigon from 1967 to
1969. Her unpaid weather broadcasts, which always ended with
the benediction of wishing ‘everyone a pleasant evening weather-
wise and good wishes for other-wise,” were greatly appreciated by
the men in the field us, 199

bubbly noun champagne vk 1920

bubbly adgjective 1 cheerful, full of spirit us, 1939. 2 tearful, sulky Uk
SCOTLAND, 1985. 3 (used of the ocean) rough TRISTAN DA CUNHA, 1993

bubby noun the female breast. Usually in the plural Uk 1655
bubonic noun potent marijuana us, 2001

bubonic adjective potent, extreme, intense Us, 1993

buccaneer noun 2 homosexual. Rhyming slang for QUEER UK 1998
buccaneer adjective homosexual. Rhyming slang for QUEER UK, 1998

buck noun 1 a dollar. Originally US but applied in Hong Kong and
other countries where dollars are the unit of currency us, 1ss6.
2 one hundred dollars; a bet of one hundred dollars us, 1973. 3 in
motor racing, 100 miles per hour us, 1993. 4 a young black man
Overtly racist; an unfortunate favourite term of US President
Ronald Reagan when speaking unscripted us, 1835. 5 used as a term
of address. The racist implications of the word from the US are
not present in the Bahamas sAHAMAS, 19s2. 6 2 male Australian
Aboriginal. Now only in racist or historical use AUSTRALIA, 1870. 7 @
male homosexual Us, 19s4. 8 a criminal; a hoodlum; a young
ruffian. Originally Liverpool use, where it survives Uk, 2001. 9 a type
of homemade alcoholic drink us, 1997. 10 an attempt NEW ZEALAND,
1947. 11 In prison, a sit-down strike by the prisoners us 1972. 12 a
used car that is in very poor condition us, 1ss0. » pass the buck
to avoid responsibility by shifting the onus to someone else.
Deriving from the game of poker us 1972. » the buck stops
here the ultimate responsibility for whatever may be avoided by
others is accepted here, or by me, or by this office. A popular
catchphrase, originally coined in 1952 by US president Harry S.
Truman who had it as a personal motto and displayed on his desk,
just in case he forgot us, 1952

buck verb 1 to fight your way through a difficult surfing situation us,
1965. 2 In electric line work, to lower voltage us, 19s0 [>see: BUCK IT.
» buck the clock; buck the calendar in oil drilling, to work
hard in the hope of finishing a job by quitting time us, 1954.
» buck the tiger to play faro, a game of chance that was
extremnely popular in the C19 and only rarely seen in modern
times us, 1849

buck adjective newly promoted, inexperienced. Military, a back-form-
ation from now conventional ‘buck private’, also ranked in such
company as ‘buck sergeant’ and ‘buck general’ us, 1917

buck and doe noun snow. Rhyming slang, generally as a complete
rhyme on ‘fuckin’ snow’ Uk, 1992

buckaroo; buckeroo noun a proud, manly man of the Western sort,
likely a cowboy us, 1827

buck cop noun a new constable in the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police CANADA, 1953

bucker noun a lumberman who works on felled trees canvADA, 1959
buckeroo noun one dollar. An embellishment of BUCK US 1942

bucket noun 1 a jail Us 1s94. 2 a cell used for solitary confinement us,
1989. 3 the vagina Uk 2001. & the buttocks; the anus US 1938. 5 a car
US, 1939. 6 a small car us, 2000. 7 a truck with a non-roofed container
UK 1981. 8 In hot rodding, the body of a roadster, especially one
from the 1920s s, 1965. 9 an engine cylinder us, 1971. 10 in pool, a
pocket that appears receptive to balls dropping us, 719ss. 11 an
impressive quantity of alcoholic drinks. From the original sense (a
single glass of spirits) Uk, 19s5. » have a bucketfull said of a
racehorse that has been fed heavily before a race to decrease its
chances of winning us, 1951

bucket verb 1 to denigrate someone or something AUSTRALIA, 1974. 2 tO
throw something out, to throw something in the bin UK SCOTLAND,
1988

bucket-a-drop adverb (0f rain) falling heavily GrenADA, 1996
bucket and pail; bucket noun a jail. Rhyming slang us, 1894

bucket bong; bucket noun a water-pipe improvised using a bucket
of water and a plastic bottle used for smoking marijuana. A com-
bination of conventional ‘bucket” and BONG (a water-pipe) AUSTRALIA,

1994

bucket gunner noun in carnival usage, a person who from a hidden
location operates the mechanisms that determine a game’s
outcome Us, 1981

bucket head noun a socially inept person us, 1906
bucket job noun an intentional loss in an athletic contest us, 1955
bucketload noun a great amount ux 1994

bucket mouth noun in trucking, a trucker who monopolises
conversation on the citizens’ band radio us, 1976

bucket of blood noun a bar or dance hall where hard drinking and
hard fighting go hand in hand us, 1915

bucket of bolts noun a dilapidated car, truck, boat or plane us, 1942

bucket of steam noun a mythical task for a newly hired helper on a
job us, 1963

bucket shop noun an investment office that swindles its clients us,

1879
bucket worker noun a swindler us, 1949

buck fever noun in shuffleboard, the anxiety often experienced on
the last shot us, 1967

buck for verb to energetically strive towards promotion, honours or
some other target of personal ambition or recognition UK 1979

buck general noun a brigadier general us, 1947

buck it; buck verb in craps, to roll a number that has previously
been rolled us, 1974

buckle verb » buckle for your dust in the Vietnam war, to fight
with spirit and determination, thus winning the respect of fellow
soldiers us, 1991

buckle bunny noun a woman who seeks short-term sexual liaisons
with rodeo cowboys us, 197
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bucklebuster noun a line in a performance that is guaranteed to
produce loud laughter us, 1973

buckled adjective 1 ugly Us, 1993. 2 drunk Uk 2002

buckle my shoe noun a Jewish person. Most rhyming slang for ‘Jew’

uses ‘two’; this term takes a traditional nursery-rnyme: ‘one, two /
buckle my shoe’ uk 1977

Buckley’s chance; Buckley’s hope; Buckley’s noun no chance at
all. Thought to be named after William Buckley, an escaped
convict, but the fact that he evaded capture by living with
Aboriginals for 32 years would rather imply that Buckley’s chance
should be very good. The ironic phrase ‘You've got two chances:
Buckley's and none!” is perhaps punningly connected with the
name of a former Melbourne firm ‘Buckley and Nunn’ AUSTRALIA,
1895

bucko noun 1 2 man, especially an unrefined or crude man us, iss3.
2 used as a term of address to a man. Slightly derisive, or at least
kidding. From the C19 sense (a blustering bully) Uk 189

buck-passer noun anyone who avoids a personal responsibilty by
shifting the onus onto someone else. From PASS THE BUCK LS, 1933

buck-passing noun an avoidance of responsibility by shifting the
0Nnus to someone else. From PASS THE BUCK US, 1933

buckra noun a white person us, 1787

buck rat noun the epitome of physical fitness NEw ZEALAND, 1958
Buck Rogers gun noun an M-3 Tommy gun us, 1947

bucks noun » the bucks a lot of money us, 1992

Bucks noun Buckinghamshire. A spoken form of the conventional
written abbreviation, considered colloquial when used in speech as
a genuine equivalent of the original name uk 1937

buckshee noun something above a usual amount that is given for
free. Originally from the British Army in Egypt and India, ulti-
mately from Persian. Occasionally used in the plural. Variant
spellings include ‘bucksheesh’, ‘buckshish’, ‘backsheesh’,
‘backshish’, ‘bakshee’, ‘baksheesh’ and ‘bakshish’ uk 1916

buckshee adjective 1 free, spare, extra Uk, 1916. 2 worthless CANADA, 1995.
3 of a local non-commissioned officer, with rank but no additional
pay AUSTRALIA, 1959

buck slip noun a form used for intra-office handwritten communi-
cations; officially a Routing and Transmittal Slip, Optional Form 41

us, 1986

buck’s party noun a party or outing that is exclusively male; now
especially an all-male pre-wedding party thrown for the groom
AUSTRALIA, 1918

bucks up adjective in drag racing, winning and making money uUs, 198

buckwheat noun 1 an unsophisticated rustic us, 1s66. 2 a black male
Us, 1978

buckwheat farmer noun an unsuccessful, incompetent farmer
CANADA, 1944

buckwheats noun 1 abuse, persecution us, 1942. 2 diminution of
power or standing in an organised crime enterprise Us, 1964

buck willy adjective uninhibited, rowdy, drunk us 200

bucky noun 1 a shotgun us, 1995. 2 a home-made gun JAMAICA, 2000

bud noun 1 the flower of the marijuana plant; hence marijuana us
1978. 2 a girl US, 1965. 3 the female nipple us, 199. 4 a friend, a buddy
6 the penis BAHAMAS, 1982

Bud noun Budweiser™ beer; a Budweiser™ beer us 2000

bud verb to subject a boy to his first homosexual experience Uk 1987

budded; budded out adjective intoxicated on marijuana us, 1997

buddha noun 1 a type of LSD identified by a representation of
Buddha vk 2004. 2 @ marijuana cigarette embellished with crack
cocaine Us, 1989. 3 potent marijuana, usually of Asian origin. Also
spelt ‘buddah’” or ‘buda’ us, 19ss

buddhaed adjective intoxicated on marijuana us, 1997
Buddha grass noun marijuana. Vietnam war usage s, 1975
Buddhahead noun a Japanese person. Offensive us, 1945

Buddha stick noun marijuana from Thailand packaged for transport
and sale on a small stick us, 1982

Buddha zone noun death; the afterlife. Vietnam war usage; just a
bit cynical us, 1991

Buddhist priest! used as a mock profanity to express surprise,
disgust or annoyance during the war in Vietnam. A region-
appropriate evolution of JUDAS PRIEST! US, 1991

buddy noun 1 a companion, a friend. A colloquial usage that is prob-
ably derived from ‘brother” us, 1ss0. 2 a fellow citizens’ band radio
user. Citizens’ band radio slang, adopted from the more general
sense as ‘a fellow, a man’; often used as ‘good buddy’ us 1976. 3 in
homosexual culture, a good friend who may or may not be a lover
US 1972. & a volunteer companion to a person with AIDS us 1954. 5 a
marijuana cigarette us, 1991. 6 a beer US, 1994

buddy-buddy adjective friendly us, 194

buddy check noun a last-minute inspection of a parachutist’s gear
by his jump partner us, 2000

buddy-fuck verb (of a male) to steal a friend’s date Us, 1966
buddy gee noun a close friend us, 1973

Buddy Holly noun money. Rhyming slang for LoLLy, formed from
the name of the US singer, 1936-59 Uk, 2004

buddy poker noun a game of poker in which two friends are playing
as partners, but not in collusion Us, 1968

buddyro; buddyroo noun a pal; used as a term of address for a
friend us, 1951

buddy system noun during the Korean war, a plan teaming
American and Korean soldiers in the hope of providing one-on-one
mentoring and training us, 1968

buddy window noun a hole between private video booths in a
pornography arcade designed for sexual contact where none is
officially permitted us, 19%

budge noun in the language of pickpockets, the front trouser pocket

US, 1949
budget adjective below expectations, disappointing us, 19ss

budgie noun 1 a budgerigar, a small parrot native to inland Australia
and a common cage bird AUSTRALIA, 1935. 2 a talkative man,
especially one of small stature; a small-time police-informer. From
a passing similarity to a budgerigar’s characteristics. The television
drama Budgie, 1971-72, starred Adam Faith as the epitome of all
of the above definition. It is difficult to tell whether the television
programme created or popularised this usage Uk 1977. 3 the time.
Used by miners, usually in the form of a question Uk 1970. 4 a
hippie who moved back to the land in Slocan Valley, British
Columbia CANADA, 1989

budgie-smugglers noun a pair of men’s close-fitting and revealing
nylon swimming trunks AUSTRALIA, 2002

budgie’s tongue noun the clitoris, especially when erect. From the
visual similarity Uk 2002

budgy adjective chubby us, 1971

bud head noun 1 a beer drinker. Not confined to drinkers of
Budweiser™ beer us, 1972. 2 a frequent marijuana user us, 1997

budli-budli noun 1 anal sex. From Urdu badli (to change) INDIA, 1961
2 a homosexual man Uk, 1998

bud mud noun diarrhoea from drinking too much beer. An allusion
to Budweiser™ beer us, 1997

buds noun 1 small female breasts us, 1967. 2 marijuana, especially the
most psychoactive part of the plant. Also spelled ‘budz’ us, 1997

bud sesh noun an informal gathering for the social consumption of
marijuana. Punning on BUDDY/BUD plus ‘session’ us, 2005

budsky noun used as a term of address. A meaninglessly decorative
‘buddy’ us, 1984

Budweiser crest; Budweiser label noun the emblem of the Navy
SEALS (the sea, air and land team) us, 1992

buf; buff noun any large military aircraft like a Grumman A6, a
Boeing B-52, and a Sikorsky CH-33, especially the B-52
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Stratofortress. An abbreviation of 'big ugly fat fucker’ or, in polite
company, fellow’ us, 198

BUFE; buffy noun a ceramic elephant, ubiquitous in souvenir shops
in Vietnam during the war. An initialism and acronym created
from ‘big ugly fucking elephant’ us 1973

buff noun 1 an enthusiast, especially a knowledgable enthusiast, a
specialist. Originally ‘an enthusiast about going to fires’, Webster,
1934, from the buff uniform of New York’s volunteer firemen. The
sense has gradually generalised until the field of interest has, in all
cases, to be specified Us 1903. 2 a fart. Echoic Uk 1965. 3 a workout
with weights us, 19s9. 4 a water buffalo us, 1977. » in the buff
naked Uk, 1602

buff verb 1 to erase graffiti us, 2 in hospital usage, to make
notations in a patient’s chart that makes the patient look better
than they are and ready for the next stage of their care uUs, 1994.
» buff the banana (of a male) to masturbate us 2007

buff adjective 1 handsome, excellent us, 19s2. 2 (of a young woman)
sexually attractive. Current in south London vk 2003. 3 (used of a
body) well-toned, well-exercised us, 1982

buffalo noun 1 an American Indian male with especially long hair us
1963. 2 a five-cent piece. From the engraving on the coin us, 1945.
3 the CV-7, a military transport aircraft built by DeHavilland
Aircraft of Canada us, 1991

buffalo verb to confuse someone, to intimidate someone Us, 1960

buffalo bagels! used for expressing disapproval. A signature line of
Colonel Sherman Potter on M*A*S*H (CBS, 1972 -83). Repeated
with referential humour us, 1972

buffalo gun noun a large calibre gun. Korean war usage Us, 1959
buffarilla noun an ugly girl. A blend of ‘buffalo” and ‘gorilla’ us, 1962

buff book noun a magazine catering to enthusiasts of a particular
hobby or pastime us, 1993

buffed; buffed up adjective muscular; in very good physical con-
dition us, 1995

buffer noun 1 a pleasant, foolish old man; a man. From French
bouffon (a jester). As ‘buffer’ since 1749 but in the latter-half of
C20 it seems to survive only as ‘old buffer’. Modern usage implies
a tolerant attitude to the subject Uk, 1749. 2 in the world of crack
cocaine users, a woman who will perform oral sex in exchange for
crack cocaine or the money to buy it us, 1992

buffers noun the female breasts Us, 1964
buffet flat noun a party held to raise rent money us, 1952

buff up verb to engage in strenuous exercise with a goal of body
conditioning us, 2000

bufu noun a male homosexual. An abbreviation of BUTTFUCKER US, 1952

bug noun 1 a hidden microphone or listening device us, 195. 2 in the
television and film industries, a small earphone used by a sound
mixer us, 1977. 3 any unspecified virus Uk 1919. 4 a malfunction in
design, especially of a computer or computer software us, 1878. 5 a
sociopathic criminal us, 1987. 6 a burglar alarm us, 1926. 7 an illegal
numbers lottery Us 1963. 8 in poker, a joker played as an ace or a
wild card to complete a flush or straight us, 1967. 9 an enthusiastic
interest; a popular craze Uk, 1902. 10 a Bugatti sports car us, 19s.
11 a Volkswagen car. A VW BEETLE is the eponymous hero of the
Disney film The Love Bug, 1969 us, 1976. 12 a chameleon. Circus
and carnival slang us, 1973. 13 in horse racing, a weight handicap us,
1947. 14 in electric line work, a transformer us, 19s0. 15 a torch.
Circus and carnival usage us, 19s0. » have a bug up your ass t0
be annoyed or angry us 19<0. » put a bug in someone’s ear to
hint at something us, 190s. » the bug malaria us 1947

Bug nickname the Green Hornet Tavern in Pointe Claire, Quebec
CANADA, 2002

bug verb 1 to bother someone, to annoy someone Us, 1947. 2 to panic,
to be anxious us 19ss. 3 to watch something us, 1952. 4 to talk and
act in a disassociated, irrational way while under the influence of
crack cocaine uUs, 1992. § to confine someone in a psychiatric ward
Us, 1992. 6 to arm something with an alarm us, 1919. 7 to attach or
install a listening device us, 1979. 8 among vagrant alcoholics, to
attack someone with bricks, bottles and boots Uk 1966. 9 to dance
US, 1968

bugaboo noun an imagined object of terror Uk, 1740

bugaboos noun nasal mucus B4RBADOS, 195

bugas noun a pair of trainers (sneakers) JAMAICA, 1993

bug bag noun a sleeping bag canADA, 1957

bug boy noun in horse racing, a jockey who has not yet won a race
and who is given a five-pound weight allowance. Because of the
‘bug’ or asterisk denoting the jockey’s status in the racing
programme US, 1968

bug buster noun a physician specialising in infectious diseases us
1985

bug catcher noun in drag racing, an air scoop that forces air into
the carburettor us, 1970

bug collectors noun in motorcyle racing, unbreakable goggles Us, 1973

bug doctor noun a psychiatrist Us, 1951

bug dope noun insect repellant us 1993

bug eye noun 1 in television and film-making, a fisheye lens us, 1987
2 an Austin-Healy Sprite uUs, 1992

bug flea noun an epidemiologist specialising in infectious diseases
us, 1994

bugfuck adjective deranged, out of control us, 1994

buggalugs noun used as a term of address. A variation of
BUGGERLUGS NEW ZEALAND, 2002

bugged adjective 1 angry us, 1955. 2 mentally unbalanced, crazy. Often
used as ‘bugged-out’ Uk 2001, 3 covered with sores and abscesses
from septic injection of a narcotic. Drug addicts’ use Uk 1978

bugged up adjective anxious, nervous us, 1949

bugger noun 1 a person who takes part in anal sex. A perfectly
correct usage in legalese, otherwise considered vulgar Uk 1s55. 2 a
disagreeable person; often used as a term of abuse Uk, 1719. 3 a
person, a regular fellow Uk 1g30. 4 an unpleasant, very difficult or
dangerous thing, project, episode, circumstance; a nuisance Uk
o1s. B give a bugger to care, generally in a negative context Uk,

bugger verb 1 to play the active role in anal sex Uk 1595, 2 to bungle
something, to ruin something us, 1s47. » be buggered used for
dismissing the sense of a word repeated from a preceding
statement UK, 2001

bugger! used as an expletive Uk 1923

bugger about; bugger around verb 1 to waste time Uk 1923. 2 t0
meander, to wander pointlessly around Uk 1923. 3 to inconvenience
or make difficulties for someone Uk 1957. 4 to be unfaithful to your
wife, or husband, etc. Whilst the act may well remain the same
the sense here is not to commit adultery with someone but,
rather, is defined in terms of the person spurned CANADA, 1950. 5 tO
fiddle with something or someone; to caress or interfere with
SOMeone UK, 1937

bugger all; sweet bugger all noun nothing whatsoever ux 1918

buggeramal used for expressing self-deprecating distress vew
ZEALAND, 1998

buggeration! used as an expletive. An elaboration of BUGGER! UK, 1958

buggeration factor noun any unforeseen hazard that complicates a
proposed course of action. Originally military Uk 1981

bugger-bafflers noun side-vents at the bottom rear of a man’s
jacket. Tailors’ usage UK 1971

buggered adjective 1 damned Uk 1937. 2 very drunk Uk, 2005 1> see:
BUGGERED UP; BUGGERED

buggered if | know! used as a profession of absolute ignorance Uk,
1984
buggered up; buggered adjective exhausted, broken vk 1923

bugger for noun a person who is energetically committed to a
subject noun, e.g. ‘a bugger for work’, ‘a bugger for women’ Uk,
bugger-grips; bugger’s grips noun side-whiskers, especially when

generously proportioned. Originally naval; the image is of a con-
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venient pair of grips for a sodomiser to hold on to during anal sex
UK, 1967

bugger-in-a-bag noun around Cascapedia Bay, a fruit pudding in an
oiled, floured bag to make it waterproof CANADA, 1998
buggerise about; buggerise around vers to fool about AUSTRALIA

1953
bugger it! used as an expletive. A variation of BUGGER! UK 7967

buggerlugs noun used as a form of friendly address. Originally
nautical, used between men Uk, 1934

bugger me! used as an expletive Uk, 1981

bugger me backwards! used for registering surprise or exasper-
ation. An elaboration on BUGGER ME! UK, 2000

bugger me dead! used for registering surprise AUSTRALIA, 1971

bugger me gently! used for registering surprise. In the late 1980s
and early 90s, this exclamation was very much associated with the
character Lizzie Birdsworth in the Australian television drama
series, Prisoner Cell Block H UK, 1934

bugger off verb to leave, to go Uk 1922

bugger sideways vers to defeat someone, to confound someone
Often used as a personal exclamation: ‘bugger me sideways!” Uk,
2002

bugger sugar noun cocaine Uk 2003

bugger that for a joke! used as an expression of disbelief new
ZEALAND, 1949

bugger this for a game of soldiers!; bugger that for a game
of soldiers! 'no chance’; used as an emphatic dismissal of any
activity or notion that you have no wish to subscribe to. A vari-
ation of SOD THIS FOR A GAME OF SOLDIERS!, FUCK THIS FOR A GAME OF
SOLDIERS!, €tC UK, 1998

bugger up verb to spoil something; to ruin something; to exhaust
something Uk, 1937

buggery noun hell. A substitute for ‘hell’ in strong phrases of
rejection, ruination and disapproval. Used in phrases such as ‘like
buggery’ (vigorously: 1937), ‘go to buggery!’ (go away!: 1966) or ‘is
it buggeryl” (not likely!: 1984) Uk 1s95. » to buggery; all to
buggery in a state of ruination or destruction ux 1923. » will 1
buggery! used as an expression of strong disagreement. Often
applied in the third person: ‘will he buggery!’, ‘will they buggery!
UK, 1961

buggery adjective used as an intensifier. On the model of BLOODY Uk
1992

buggery bollocks! used for registering annoyance Uk, 1992

bugger you! used for registering anger towards someone Uk, 1887

bugging noun an instance of attacking someone with violence ux
1966

bugging adjective 1 disappointed, let down us, 199. 2 crazy US, 1995

buggy noun 1 a car. Unavoidably, if not deliberately, folksy us, 1926.
brakevan (caboose) us, 1899

buggy adjective silly, insane, or inbetween Us, 1902

buggy whip noun a long radio antenna on a car or truck us, 192

bug hole noun a run-down, disreputable theatre us, 1952

bughouse noun a mental hospital us, 18

bughouse adjective insane, mad us, 1894

bug joint noun a premises that is infested with insects U 196

bug juice noun 1 an insect repellant. The term was coined in World
War 2 and has been used since. In Vietnam, there was no shortage
of bugs or ‘bug juice’, which was also used to light fires, clean
weapons and heat cans of c-rations us, 1944. 2 KoolF-AId™ (a fruit
drink made from a powder to which you add water), or a sugary,
powdered, artificially flavoured Kool-Aid-like drink. Coined in World
War 2, popular in Vietnam, and the title and subject of a rousing
Girl Scout song sung to the tune of ‘On Top of Old Smokey’ Us,
1946. 3 medication given to those with mental disorders us, 2002.
4 any antibiotic us, 1985. 5 an opiate or other depressant used as
knock-out drops us, 1949. 6 cheap alcohol. Originally just meaning
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‘whisky’ but, over time, less discerning us, 1s63. 7 in aviation,
propeller de-icing fluid. US Air Force use Us, 1945. 8 tear gas us, 1950

bugle noun 1 the nose us 1ss5. 2 cocaine. Adapted from the previous
sense, which is the favoured point of entry for most cocaine Uk,
1997. 3 the erect penis IRELAND, 1991

bug off; bugg off verb to go away. A broadcastable euphemism for
BUGGER OFF UK, 1976

bug-out noun 1 any hasty retreat; a dramatic evasive manoeuvre
used by fighter pilots us, 1957. 2 a lively, wild time us, 1995

bug out verp 1 to flee us, 1950. 2 t0 g0 insane Us 19671

bugout unit noun a military unit with a reputation for running
under fire. Korean war usage usS, 1982

bug rake noun a comb. Juvenile; certainly since the 1950s, probably
earlier UK 1983

bug roost noun a hotel catering to oil field workers us, 1954

bug run noun a parting in the hair ux 1948

bugs noun biology. School use Uk 193

bugs adjective crazy Us, 1903

Bugs Bunny adjective funny. Prison rhyming slang new ZEALAND, 1997

Bugs Bunny; bugs; bugsy noun money. Rhyming slang, based on
the name of the Warner Brothers’ animated cartoon character
AUSTRALIA, 1989

bug ship noun during the Vietnam war, a Bell UH-TH Huey
helicopter converted to spray the chemical defoliant Agent Orange

us, 1997

bugsmasher noun a Beech C-47 Expeditor, a military transport plane
used from World War 2 until early in the Vietnam war us, 1991

bug splat noun the limited devastation of targeted bombing us 2003
bug test noun a psychological fitness test us, 1992
bug torch noun a railway lantern us, 1975

buh-bye goodbye. From a Saturday Night Live skit teasing the
formulaic way in which flight attendants wish farewell to air
passengers as they leave the plane us, 19%

build verb 1 to serve time in prison Us 1%7. 2 to construct a
marijuana cigarette. A variant is ‘build up’ ux 7994. » build a fire
to operate a diesel truck at top speed us, 1977. » build that
bridge to get over something that took place in the past us, 1995

builder noun a bodybuilder us, 1954
building noun » on the building in the building trade ux 1959

build-up noun in horse racing, betting at the track designed to
increase the odds on a bet made away from the track us, 1960

bukkake noun a photograph or video depicting multiple men
ejaculating onto a single woman. Japanese slang meaning ‘splash’
used by English-speakers with no further knowledge of Japanese; a
popular fetish in the US and UK. The prototype video shows a
pretty young girl kneeling at the centre of a room with many men
(up to several hundred) masturbating off camera and ejaculating
on her with no further sexual contact us, 2000

bukuso’clock noun in the evening SOUTH AFRICA, 2003
bulb noun the core of a capsule of drugs us 1971

bulb snatcher noun an electrician, especially one engaged in bulb
replacement us, 1974

bulge noun 1 the male genitals, especially as may be hinted at or
imagined when dressed Uk, 2002. 2 a lead. Sports usage, describing
team standings us, 1951

bulk noun » in bulk; in baulk; in balk unable to do anything,
especially as a result of laughter; disabled. From ‘baulk’ (an area of
a snooker or billiards table) suggesting ‘out of play’ uk 1937

bulk adjective large in amount or quantity AUSTRALIA, 1977
bulk aaverb many; much, 1957

bulkhead verb to speak disparagingly in a voice intended to be
overheard Us, 1863

bulkie noun in Boston, a sandwich roll us, 1997
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bull noun 1 nonsense. An abbreviation of BULLSHIT US 1902, 2 a police
officer, especially a detective; a prison guard Us 1893. 3 an
aggressive, mannish lesbian us, 197. 4 in prison, a person who can
withstand physical hardship us 1990. 5 a wharf labourer unfairly
favoured for employment AUSTRALIA, 1957. 6 an aggressive poker
bettor us, 198s. 7 in the circus, an elephant, male or female us, 1927.
8 a battle tank us 197. 9 in a deck of playing cards, an ace us, 1%:
>see: BULLDYKE

bull verb 1 to polish something, especially boots; hence, to clean a
uniform, kit or quarters. A variant is ‘bull up’. Services usage since
1950, possibly earlier uk 1950. 2 to lie; to pretend; to distort the
truth or exaggerate; to tell tall stories AUSTRALIA, 1954. 3 1O take the
active role in homosexual anal sex; to be a homosexual BARBADOS,
1987. & in poker, to bluff repeatedly, betting in amounts designed to
drive other players out of hands simply by virtue of the size of the
bet Us, 1963

bull adjective when describing a military rank, full. Korean war usage
us, 1973

bull! used as an expression of utter disbelief, often surprised or
contemptuous disbelief. A euphemistic shortening of BULLSHIT
AUSTRALIA, 1964

Bullamakanka noun an imaginary remote place AUSTRALIA, 1953

bull and cow noun an argument, a disturbance. Rhyming slang for
TOW' UK, 1859

bull and pants noun trousers. Rhyming slang for ‘pants’ AUSTRALIA,
191

bull artist noun a person who habitually lies or exaggerates (s
bullcrap noun nonsense. A slightly euphemised BULLSHIT US, 1935
bulldag verb to perform oral sex on a womnan us, 1954

bulldagger noun a lesbian with masculine affectations and
mannerisms. A variant of BULLDYKE US, 1929

bull derm noun any low grade of tobacco issued by the state to
prisoners. A corruption of Bull Durham™, an RJ Reynolds tobacco
brand us, 2001

bulldog noun 1 the earliest edition of a morning newspaper uUs, 19s.
2 a Mack™ truck. From the company’s logo us, 1971. 3 in electric
line work, a wire grip used for holding a conductor under tension
us, 1980

bulldog verb 1 t0 turn a safe upside down and use an explosive to
open it from the bottom us, 1949. 2 (used of a professional insider
in horse racing) to falsely claim to have given good information in
a completed race us, 1968. 3 in the illegal production of alcohol, to
sweat whisky out of used barrel staves us, 1974. 4 to intimidate
someone verbally and/or physically us, 1992

bulldog nose noun a severe case of gonorrhea. A truly hideous
image s, 1967

bulldoze verb to coerce, to bully or to intimidate someone,
especially to further political ends. By back-formation from con-
ventional ‘bulldozer’ (a heavy caterpillar tractor for removing
obstacles) us, 187

bulldozer noun a poker player whose aggressive betting is not
contingent upon holding a good hand us, 1983

bull dust noun nonsense, rubbish. A euphemism for BULLSHIT, but
based on the Australian English term ‘bulldust’ (fine powdery dirt
or sand as found in a stockyard) AUSTRALIA, 1951

bulldust vers t0 lie; to pretend; to distort the truth or exaggerate; to
tell tall stories AUSTRALIA, 1967

bulldyke; bulldike; bull noun a lesbian with masculine affectations
and mannerisms us, 1931

bulldyker; bulldiker noun a lesbian with masculine affectations and
mannerisms. A variant of BULLDYKE US, 1906

buller noun a male homosexual BARBADOS, 199

bullet noun 1 one year of a prison sentence us 197. 2 in cards, an
ace Us, 1807. 3 a portion of marijuana wrapped in plastic or tinfoil
NEW ZEALAND, 1979. 4 @ quart bottle of beer, especially of Budweiser™
beer us 1967. 5 a capsule of secobarbital sodium (trade name
Seconal™), a central nervous system depressant us, 1972. 6 a device
that delivers a measured quantity of powdered drug for inhalation

UK, 1999. 7 @ NArcotic suppository us, 19s4. 8 a rivet US 1960. 9 a short
surfboard with a rounded nose us, 1991. 10 in skateboarding, a
riding position: crouching low on the board with arms
outstretched us 1976. 11 a single spurt of semen during male
ejaculation. Plays on SHOOT (to ejaculate) us, 1966. 12 dismissal from
employment Uk 1s47. 13 a rejection letter us 19s2. B put a bullet
in Rover to stop talking and start listening us, 192. » with a
bullet advancing up the popular music charts. From the
typographical symbol that indicates the tune’s progress us, 19s0

bullet bag noun a condom. Combines BULLET (an ejaculation of
semen) with a suitable carrier/container uk, 1998

bullet lane noun the passing lane on a motorway us

bulletproof adjective 1 invulnerable, irrefutable Uk 191. 2 in
computing, able to withstand any change or external stimulus us,

1991
bullet-stopper noun a soldier in the infantry us, 1998
bull feathers noun nonsense. A euphemism for BULLSHIT US, 1971
bullfighter noun an empty railway carriage us, 1946

bull fries noun the cooked testicles of castrated bulls. More
commonly known in the US as ‘prairie oysters’ CANADA, 1987

bullfrog verb in craps, to make a bet on a single roll of the dice us,
1983

bullfucker noun a liar; used as a friendly form of address to a fellow.
Blends BULLSHITTER (a liar) and MOTHERFUCKER (a person) us, 1979

bull gang noun a large work crew, especially of unskilled workers us,

1954

bull goose noun 1 a railway yardmaster us, 1977. 2 by extension, the
person in charge of any situation us, 1932

bullhead noun an extremely large penis Us, 1973

bull horrors noun the terror of the police felt by a drug addicit us
1927

bullia capital noun crack cocaine Uk 1998
bulling adjective 1 very good us, 1
bullion noun crack cocaine Uk, 1998

3. 2 enraged IRELAND, 1998

bull it through verb to accomplish something by sheer strength
rather than by skill and planning, especially of an outdoor task
CANADA, 1961

bull jive noun 1 insincere talk us, 1977. 2 marijuana that has been
adulterated with catnip or another leaf-like substance us, 1973

bull juice noun condensed milk. Mainly nautical use Uk, 191
bull-moose noun a huge, powerful man; hence, a foreman us, ¢ 1940

bull night noun an evening on which recruits and trainees are
confined to barracks to prepare for an inspection the following
day. Military, based on BULL (to polish, to clean) uk 1

bull nun noun a Mmonk cANADA, 1960
bullo noun nonsense. An elaboration of BULL AUSTRALIA, 1942

bullock verb 1 to work tirelessly. Adopting the characteristic from the
beast AUSTRALIA, 1875. 2 t0 Use an inner strength and determination
in order to get your way or follow your ambition. A figurative use
of the previous sense AUSTRALIA, 1930

bullocking adjective strong and aggressive in attack. From an earlier
sense of the word (hard physical work) NEW ZEALAND, 1959

bullock’s blood noun a drink of rum mixed in strong ale Uk 1949
bullocky noun beef. Pidgin AUSTRALIA, 1839

bull of the woods noun 1 a college official such as a dean s 1947.
2 in oil drilling, an important company official us, 1954. 3 on the
railways, a carriage shop foreman us, 1968

bullpen noun 1 a holding cell in a courtroom or a jail us, 7gs0. 2an
open area in an office with desks us, 1983. 3 in a nightclub, chairs
without tables for patrons who want only to listen to the music us,
1956. 42 room where a work crew congregates Us, 1946

bull prick noun in oil drilling, an elevator pin us, 195



101

bullpup | bum chum

bullpup noun 1 a target pistol, especially one with an elaborate stock
s, 1957. 2 the airto-ground missile (AGM) carried on fighter jets us,
1991

bull ring noun 1 a strongly-muscled anus; in terms of anal
intercourse, a virgin anus. Homosexual use Uk 2003. 2 in motor
racing, an oval track us, 1965. 3 in horse racing, a small track us, 1976

bullring camp noun a homosexual male brothel Uk,
bullringer noun on the railways, a yard pointsman us, 1950
bulls noun nonsense. A shortening of BULLSHIT AUSTRALIA, 1969

bull-scare verb (used of the police) to frighten or intimidate
someone without arresting them us, 7971

bull session noun an informal group discussion

bull’s eye noun 1 a powerful, focused torch us 1992, 2 fifty pounds
(£50). From the score at darts Uk 1997

bullsh noun nonsense, rubbish. A euphemistic shortening of
BULLSHIT AUSTRALIA, 1919

bullshipper noun an oilfield worker from Oklahoma us, 7954
bullshit noun nonsense us, 1914

JS, 1919

bullshit verp to deceive someone, to fool someone Us, 1937
bullshit! nonsensel, rubbish! AUSTRALIA,

bullshit artist noun a person who habitually lies or exaggerates us,
1942

bullshit-ass adjective rubbishy, awful. Combines bullshit (nonsense)
with -ass (an intensifier for the preceding adjective) uUs, 2002

bullshit baffles brains used to describe the defeat of logic by a
convincing argument. Originally military, probably from World War
2, this catchphrase even gave rise to the Pig Latin excrementum
vincit cerebellum UK 1995

bullshit black noun the flat black paint often found on a used car’s
chassis us, 1962

bullshit bomber noun a plane used in a propaganda-dropping oper-
ation us, 1980

bullshit rich adjective very rich. A gem from the slang of miners us

1994

Bullshit Tax nickname the Canadian Blended Sales Tax (BST), as the
Goods and Services Tax was known at first in the Maritime
provinces. The introduction of this national tax in 1990 provoked
protests, and the parody of the acronym BST in the Maritimes
actually caused the government to change it to the HST
(Harmonized Sales Tax) CANADA, 1990

bullshitter noun a liar, a braggart, a bluffer us, 1933
Bullshit Towers noun the control tower of an aerodrome CANADA, 1995

bullskate vers to pretend, to deceive someone, to brag. A
euphemism for BULLSHIT US, 1947

bull’s nose noun on the railways, a goods wagon coupler s, 1975
bull’s wool noun any stolen goods us, 1945

bullsworth noun in circus usage, a lie Us, 1981

bully noun a bulldozer new zeALAND, 1981

bully adjective excellent ux 1599

bully beef noun a senior prison-officer; a prison officer. Rhyming
slang for ‘chief” Uk 1958

bully beef adjective deaf. Rhyming slang, depending on Scottish
pronunciation Uk, 1961

bully club noun a police baton us, 193

bully for you! excellent; good for you! Originally sincere, now ironic
or jocular us, c.1788

bullyon noun cannabis resin and herbal marijuana. A misspelling of
‘bouillon’, a thin clear soup similar in appearance to marijuana
tea, commercially available as small cubes which resemble blocks
Of HASH UK, 2003

bully stick noun a police baton us, 1990
bullywhack verb to lie or at least exaggerate CANADA, 1957
bulrush noun a paint brush. Rhyming slang ux 1998

buly noun an ambulance vk, 1983

bum noun 1 the buttocks; occasionally and specifically, the anus, the
rectum. A good Middle English word that survived in conventional
usage until the late C18. The etymology is very uncertain; possibly
from Italian bum (the sound of an explosion), and it is suggested
(elsewhere) that ‘bum’ is echoic of buttocks slapping a flat surface.
What is certain is that it is now in semi-conventional currency. It is
not an abbreviation of BOTTOM which is a much later coinage Uk
1387. 2 @ bag in which classified documents which are to be
destroyed are placed us, 19s6. 3 a lazy person; a beggar; a vagrant
US, 1s54. 4 a boaster, a braggart UK SCOTLAND, 19s5. B> give your
bum an airing to use the lavatory ux 79s+. » on the bum
1 living as a beggar us, 1907. 2 (of machinery) not working, broken,
not operating correctly CANADA 1951. » take it up the bum to
take the passive role in anal intercourse Uk, 2003

bum verb 1 t0 engage in anal intercourse. From BUM (the buttocks,
the bottom); possibly playing on the phrase ‘bum a fag’ (to
scrounge a cigarette) which can be understood to mean ‘sodomise
a gay man’ Uk 1999. 2 to beg; to borrow something without the
expectation of returning it us, 1gs7. 3 to feel poorly or depressed us,
1989. 4 t0 have a bad experience with a hallucinogenic drug us, 1972.
5 in computing, to improve something by removing or rearranging
it us 1983. 6 to wander, to idle, to live as a vagrant AUSTRALIA, 1933.
7 to boast, to brag. Also used as ‘bum up’ Uk 1937. » bum your
chaff; bum your chat; bum your load to tell a tall story to
impress or convince Someone Uk, 1937

bum adjective 1 injured, damaged, faulty us, 1902. 2 inferior, bad, of
poor-quality Us, 1859

bum about; bum around verb to wander or live idly us 1926

bumba; bumbo noun the anus or vagina JAamaica, 19so

bum bandit noun a male homosexual Uk, 1953

bum-beef verb to frame an innocent person us, 19

bum bend noun an unpleasant experience under the influence of a
hallucinogen us, 1971

bumbershoot noun an umbrella us, 1596

bumble bee noun 12 motor cycle, especially a two-stroke model
Citizens’ band radio slang, after the US sense (1976) as a ‘two-
stroke/two-cycle engine’; in both cases an allusion to the sound of
the motor Uk, 19s1. 2 any two-cycle engine us, 1971. 3 an amphet-
amine tablet us, 1950

bumbled up adjective drunk to the point of passing out us, 19s

bumblee noun 1 a small car not built in the US. Dismissive, vaguely
jingoistic; of the era when American-made cars dominated the

market in the US but the influx of foreign-made cars had begun
Us, 1968. 2 in Passaic, New Jersey, a police officer us, 2000

Bumblefuck noun any remote, small town us, 1959

bumblepuppy noun in poker, an inexperienced and/or unskilled
player. Originally from the game of whist Uk 1884

bumbo noun whisky AUSTRALIA 1942 [>see: BUMBA

bumboclot; bumboclaat; bamb’clat; bumbaclaat noun 1 2
sanitary towel; a cloth for wiping faeces. West Indian and UK black
patois, literally ‘bottom-cloth’. There is a, possibly disingenuous,
belief amongst some Jamaicans that Bumbo was a king of Africa
JAMAICA, 1980. 2 Used as direct abuse or as an intensifier. West Indian
and UK black patois. Can also be used as an exclamation to
register shock, surprise or anger Uk, 1994

bum boy noun 12 homosexual male, especially a youthful, sexually
inexperienced male who is the object of an older homosexual’s
desire UK 1929. 2 a sycophant Uk 1929

bumbrella noun an umbrella us
bum bud noun inferior marijuana us, 1993
bum-bum noun the buttocks TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003

bum-bust verb to arrest someone on false or non-existent charges
us, 1977

bumbye; bumbai adverb sometime soon. Hawaiian youth usage us,
1981

bum chum noun a passive homosexual male AUSTRALIA, 1972
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bum crumb noun a small lump of excrement that clings to the anal
hair Uk 200

bum dough noun counterfeit money us, 1992

bumf; bumph noun 1 paperwork; official papers. An abbreviation of
BUM FODDER (toilet paper) Uk 1ss9. 2 toilet paper. An abbreviation of
BUM FODDER. The elaboration, ‘bog bumf’, not recorded until 1984,
is tautological but pleasingly alliterative. Uk, 1859

bum-face noun used as a derogatory form of address Uk 1972

bum-fluff noun 1 the soft facial hair of an adolescent boy. The
image of sparsely spread hair on a backside Uk, 1949. 2 empty talk;
NONSENSe AUSTRALIA, 1945, 3 a contemptible man, especially one who
is younger than, or of junior status to, the speaker UK 2000

bum-flufferies noun details; the small print. An extension of BUMF
(paperwork) but note BUM-FLUFF (nonsense) Uk, 2001

bum fodder noun toilet paper. Around 1660 an anonymous author,
now presumed to be Alexander Brome (1620-66), wrote ‘Bumm-
foder: or Waste-Paper Proper to Wipe the Nations Rump with" ux,
1660

bum freezer noun a short coat Uk 1932

bum fuck noun a digital massage of the prostate via the anus and
rectum as a diagnostic and therapeutic procedure Uk, 19671

bumfuck verb to have anal intercourse, to sodomise someone.
Combines BUM (the posterior) with FUCK (to have sex) Us, 1866

Bumfuck, Egypt noun a mythical town that is the epitome of
remoteness. With variants us, 1972

bum fun noun an intimate fondling of another’s bottom ux 2000

bum gravy noun liquid excreta, diarrhoea Uk, 2002

bume-hole adjective inferior, bad Uk, 1984

bumbhole; bum-hole noun the anus. Logically follows Bum (the pos-
terior) UK, 1979

bum jacket noun a short, everyday jacket us 197

bum-kicked adjective depressed s, 1974

bum-knuckle noun the coccyx; hence, also used as a generalised
insult Uk 2003

bumlicker noun a sycophant, a toady. Combines BuM (the buttocks,
the anus) with 'someone who licks’; as a demonstration of
subservience this image is far older than the term and can be
seen in C16 woodblocks of devil-worshippers pledging their service
to the hindquarters of a goat Uk 2000

bum lift noun a procedure in cosmetic surgery to firm up the
buttocks UK 1992

bum man noun a man who is especially fond of female buttocks new
ZEALAND, 1998

bummed adjective depressed, irritated us 1973

bummer noun 1.2 male homosexual. Also known as a ‘bummer boy’
UK 19%7. 2 a disappointing or depressing event us, 195. 3 a bad
experience with LSD or another hallucinogen us 196. 4 a beggar, a
tramp, a bum us, 1855

bummy noun a transient, penniless, dirty person us, 1923

bummy verb to intimidate someone. Current among UK Yardies and
other West Indian communities JAMAICA, 2000

bummy adjective dirty, wretched us, 159

bummy-ass adjective low, disreputable, shoddy us, 1990

bum-numbing adjective used to describe any tedious activity that
keeps a participant seated until the posterior has lost any sense of
feeling Uk 1976

bum of the month noun a person identified as a poor performer. A
term coined in connection with heavyweight boxer Joe Louis, who
fought against a series of unworthy contenders us, 1970

bum out verb to depress someone; to disappoint someone uUs, 1970

bump noun 1 in a striptease or other sexual dance, a forceful pelvic
thrust us 1931, 2 in professional wrestling, a fall to the mat or floor,
embellished with grunts, shakes and body spasms that create the
impression that the opponent has truly hurt the victim us, 2o00. 3 a
dose of cocaine Uk 199. 4 a single dose of the recreational drug

ketamine us, 1995. 5 a single dose of crystalised methadrine us, 19ss.
6 crack cocaine; also counterfeit crack cocaine Uk 199s. 7 a fatal
overdose of a drug. A nuance of the sense as ‘a single dose of a
drug’, possibly influenced by the sense ‘to kill" uk 2001. 8 an
assassination; a murder us 1979. 9 in poker, an increase in the bet
on a hand us, 19ss. 10 in betting, a doubling of the bet in effect us,
1986. 11 @ promotion in pay or responsibility Us, 1949. 12 in
computing, an increment us, 1991. 13 in volleyball, an underhand
forearm pass to a team mate us, 19s5. » the bump dismissal from
employment UK: SCOTLAND, 1988
bump verb 1 to kill someone us 1914. 2 (of a prisoner) to let it be
known that a debt owed to another inmate cannot be repaid Uk,
3 to give an employee a promotion us, 1957. 4 to slide a large
stack of gambling chips up next to a player’s bet to size the
amount of chips for a payoff us 1997. 5 in poker, to increase
another player’s bet us, 1967. 6 to talk a customer into a higher
price US 19s0. 7 to defraud someone, to swindle someone UK, 198s.
8 in professional wrestling, to fall to the mat in feigned pain us,
1999. 9 t0 boost a state of drug intoxication Uk 1998. 10in a
striptease or other sexual dance, to thrust the hips forward as if
copulating us, 1936. 11 in hot rodding and low riding, to drive slowly
in a lowered vehicle, especially one with a hydraulic suspension
system that will bounce the car up and down us 1993. 12 t0
develop breasts 8AHAMAS, 19s2. 13 to play music loudly us, 199s.
» bump fuzz (used of a female) to have sex with another
woman us, 1997. » bump gums to speak without saying much us,
1945. » bump heads to fight us 1977. » bump pussies; bump
donuts; bump fur (used of lesbians) to have sex, especially by
engaging in vulva-to-vulva friction us 1967. » bump the blanket
to masturbate in bed uk 2000. » bump titties to fight us 19ss.
» bump uglies to have sex us 1959

bump and bore verb (0f a racehorse) to veer off course and bump
into an opponent UK, 2003

Bump City nickname Oakland, California. The title of a 1972 record
album by the group Tower of Power, as well as a 1979 book by
John Krich us, 1972

bumper noun 1 the buttocks us, 19s3. 2 the female breast. Generally in
the plural us, 1947. 3 a person who enjoys performing oral sex on
women Us, 1950. 4 a lesbian us, 19s2. 5 in pool, the cushion on the
side of the table us, 1990. 6 in horse racing, a (National Hunt) flat
race UK 195. 7 any alcholic beverage BERMUDA, 19s5. 8 Crack cocaine
UK 2003. 9 @ cigarette butt AUSTRALIA, 1899

bumper verb 1to make a whole cigarette from collected butts. From
BUMPER (a cigarette butt) AUSTRALIA, 1968. 2 tO extinguish a cigarette
and save the butt for smoking later. From BUMPER (a cigarette butt)
AUSTRALIA, 1978

bumper adjective especially large or enlarged Uk, 1759

bumper jumper noun a vehicle that is too close behind another.
Citizens’ band radio slang uk, 1981

bumper kit noun the female buttocks us, 1995

bumper shine verb >see: BUM SHINE

bumper-shooter noun someone who picks up cigarette ends
AUSTRALIA, 1953

bumper tag noun 1 a slight collision between cars, especially a rear
end collision s, 19s0. 2 in pool, a shot that is made off two
cushions on the side of the table. Punning on a term commonly
used to describe a traffic jam us, 1990

bumper-to-bumper adjective (used of car traffic) moving slowly and
close together uUs, 1938

bumper-up; bumper-upper noun a prostitute’s handyman AUSTRALIA

1953

bumping adjective excellent us, 19ss
bump list noun a list of murder targets us, 1963

bumpman noun in a pickpocket team, a confederate who bumps
and distracts the targeted victim us, 1940

bump off verb to kill someone us 1907

bumps noun 1 cocaine. From BUMP (a dose of cocaine) us, 1997. 2 loud
bass notes as amplified on a stereo us, 1997

bump shop noun a car body repair shop us, 1978
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bump spot noun in drag racing, the elapsed time of the driver in the
final spot of the qualifying field, subject to being displaced by a
better performance of a car yet to qualify us, 1963

bump stick noun in drag racing, a camshaft us, 1968

bum puncher noun a male taking the active role in anal sex,
especially when finesse is not an issue AUSTRALIA, 1985

bump up verb to increase something Uk 190
bumpy noun the buttocks 8RMUDA, 1985

bum rap noun 1 an unfair or false accusation or reputation us, 19s2.
2 a false criminal accusation; an unfair conviction us, 1926

bume-rap verb to arrest someone without proof of guilt us, 1947

bum robber noun a male homosexual. An exact synonym of ASS/ARSE
BANDIT UK 1972

bum-rush verb to swarm someone; to attack someone Us, 1987

bumscare verb to drop your trousers, bend over and expose your
Duttocks AUSTRALIA, 1985

bum shine; bumper shine verb to hang onto the rear bumper of a
car and slide behind it in icy weather CANADA, 1987

bumsicle noun a hypothermic alcoholic Us, 1994

bums-on-seats noun a theatrical audience seen as a source of
income UK, 1982

bum steer noun a piece of bad advice. A combination of BUM
(inferior) and obsolete, except in this connection, ‘steer’ (direction)

Us, 1924

bumsters noun trousers designed to be worn very low on the hips. A
play on the more familiar ‘hipsters” and BuM (the buttocks) Uk, 2003

bumsucker noun a sycophant Uk 1950
bum-sucking adjective sycophantic ux 1949
bum tag noun a piece of faecal matter in the hair about the anus Uk,

1961
bum trip noun 1 a bad experience with LSD or another hallucinogen
Us, 1966. 2 any bad experience us, 195

bum tripper noun a person experiencing a psychotic break while
using a hallucinogenic drug us, 1%7

bumwad noun toilet paper, or any material used in place of toilet
paper us, 189

bum-waggle verb to power-walk. From the exaggerated motions of
those who practise the sport AUSTRALIA, 1984

bum warmer noun a car coat us 191

bun noun 1 the vagina us 1970. 2 a woman who has sexual intercourse
with multiple male partners AUSTRALIA, 2003. 3 marijuana UK, 1998.
4 the head New ZealAnD, 19s4. B do your bun to lose your temper
NEW ZEALAND, 1950. ® have a bun on to be drunk us, 1960

bun verb to take the active role in anal sex AUSTRALIA, 1992
bun bandit noun the active male in male-on-male anal sex Us, 194
bun-biter noun a sycophant or toady. School usage us, 191

bun boy noun 1 2 male homosexual prostitute whose prominent
feature is his buttocks us, 19s3. 2 a sycophantic assistant us, 19ss

bunce verb to overcharge someone, especially if obviously rich or
€ager Uk 1979

bunce; bunts; bunse noun money; profit; extras. Possibly a
corruption of ‘bonus’ Uk 1812

bunce up verb to pool your financial resources Uk: NORTHERN IRELAND,

1996

bunch noun a non-specific amount of something us, 199%. » the
bunch in a race, the main body of competitors. A specialised vari-
ation of the conventional sense (a group of people) Uk 191

bunch verb 1 to gather a deck of playing cards to shuffle us 19ss. 2 to
quit a job us, 1927

bunched adjective physically exhausted ireLAND, 1959

bunch of bananas noun in a car, an exhaust system with individual
headers that intertwine us, 1965

bunch of bastards noun a tangled rope. Naval origins Uk 191

bunch of fives noun the fist; a punch; a series of blows delivered
with the fist uk 1821

bunch of flowers noun in horse racing, used by jockeys to describe
a very small tip, or no tip at all, from an owner after winning a
race AUSTRALIA, 1989

bunch of grapes noun a large mess of knots in a fishing line
USTRALIA, 1982

bunch punch noun 1 sex involving multiple males and a single
ferale us, 1975. 2 by extension, any chaotic situation in which it is
not clear who is doing what to whom us, 1975

bunco noun 1 fraud; an act of fraud, especially a swindle by means of
card-trickery; a confidence trick us, 1974. 2 a squad of police
assigned to confidence swindles us, 1947

bunco verb to swindle someone, to cheat someone us, 1575
bunco artist noun a professional swindler us, 1945

bunco booter noun an infrequent smoker us, 199

bundie noun a hamburger bun RELAND, 1991

bundle noun 1 a good deal of money. From an earlier sense (a roll of
money) US, 1903. 2 a long prison sentence us, 1950. 3 a bundle of
packets of heroin; heroin us, 19s5. 4 a sexually appealing woman us,
1993. 5 a fight us 1937. » go a bundle on to highly regard
someone or something Uk, 1957

bundle verb 1 to fight Uk 1955. 2 to make someone incapable of
action us, 1976

bundle buggy noun a small delivery truck us, 1971

bundle of socks noun the head. Rhyming slang for ‘thinkbox’
AUSTRALIA, 1945

bundu noun wilderness, desert; the bush, the jungle; the countryside
Etymology unknown; possibly derived from the shona word for
‘grassland’. Possibly adopted into British Military use during the
campaign against the Mau-Mau in Kenya in the early 1950s; in
1984, the variant '‘bundoo’ was recorded in use by the British
military in Northern Ireland SOUTH AFRICA, 1939

bunfight noun a tea party. A ‘bun’ is a ‘sticky cake’, and this
describes what happens when a children’s tea party gets out of
hand uk 2001

bun floss noun a thong-backed bikini bottom us, 1991

bung noun 1 a bribe Uk 1950. 2 a tip, a gratuity. Glasgow slang Uk, 19ss.
3 the anus Uk 17ss. » on the bung being in regular receipt of
bribes, or receiving benefits in exchange for bribery Uk 2001

bung verb 1 to throw; to put; to send, especially with use of force Uk,

1825, 2 10 tip; to pay a financial gratuity Uk, 1958. 3 to bribe someone
UK 1950. 40 pay protection money to someone in authority. A
specialisation of the previous sense Uk, 19%s. 5 t0 hit someone UK,
1984. » bung it on to behave pretentiously; to give oneself airs
and graces AUSTRALIA, 1942. » bung on an act to give an exagger-
ated performance; to indulge in histrionics AUSTRALIA 1952. B bung
on side t0 behave pretentiously; to give oneself airs and graces
AUSTRALIA, 1957. B bung on the bull to behave pretentiously
AUSTRALIA, 1973

bung adjective broken, ruined, wrecked. Originally Aboriginal pidgin
English meaning ‘dead’, from the Australian Aboriginal language
Jagara AUSTRALIA, 1897 1>see: BONG. » g0 bung to fail AUSTRALIA 1885

bungalow noun a dormitory room us, 1992

bunged adjective tipsy SOUTH AFRICA, 1946

bunger noun 1 a bruised and discoloured eye uUs 1949. 2 an exploding
firework AUSTRALIA, 1929. 3 a Cigarette AUSTRALIA, 1995

bung-full adjective absolutely full, especially as a result of eating and
drinking. Full up to the point where a stopper should be necessary
to contain it all Uk 1984

bunghole noun 1 the anus vk 1617, 2 by extension, a despicable,
unlikeable person us, 1968. 3 a pastry treat made from leftover pie
dough spread with brown sugar, cinnamon and butter CANADA, 1992.
4 cheese AUSTRALIA, 1919

bunghole verb to sodomise someone. From the noun BUNGHOLE
(the anus) us, 1939
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bungi verb to have anal sex cANADA, 2002

bungie noun a mildly left-wing white student in South Africa during
the struggle against apartheid SOUTH AFRICA, 19%

bungie-hole verb to sodomise someone. A variation of BUNGHOLE U,
1997

bung navel noun a protruding navel 84rBADOS, 2003
bungo noun a very black, ugly and stupid rustic Jamaica, 1979

bung on verb 1 to put on an article of clothing, especially carelessly.
From BUNG (to throw, to put) Uk 19s4. 2 t0 Stage a party, event, etc
AUSTRALIA, 1972

bungo-toughy noun a young child who behaves poorly; a little
ruffian GUYANA, 199

bunhead noun a dolt; an outcast us, 1958
bun-huggers noun tight-fitting trousers us, 194

bunjee; bunjie; bungee noun an India-rubber eraser; India rubber.
More familiar in later use as ‘elasticated rope’ and, since 1979, in
an extreme sports context (bungee jumping) UK, 1928

bunk noun 1 nonsense us, 1900. 2 a weak drug, especially heroin us
7992. 3 a hiding place us, 1950. 4 a prisoner’s cell or the area
immediately around his bed in a dormitory setting us, 199s. » do
a bunk; pull a bunk to abscond, to run away Uk 1870

bunk verb 1 to abscond or play truant, usually from school or work.
Also to ‘bunk off’ Uk 1934. 2 t0 sleep, to stay the night. Introduces a
military or Western feel us, 1e40. 3 to travel without a ticket Uk 19%.
410 carry a passenger on the cross-bar of a bicycle AUSTRALIA, 1959.
5 to hide something us, 1950

bunk adjective worthless us, 1990

bunker noun 1 anal sex us, 1949. 2 a premises used by a criminal gang
as a base from which to conduct violent robberies Uk 1982

bunkered adjective in a situation from which it is difficult to escape.
A figurative application of golfing terminology Uk, 1894

bunk fatigue noun sleep us 1915

bunk fee noun the amount charged to smoke opium in an opium
den us, 1992

bunk flying noun dramatic, on-the-ground discussions of flying
exploits Us, 1933

bunk in verb t0 sneak into an entertainment venue without paying.
Schoolboy reversal of ‘bunk off uk 2o

bunk patrol noun a nap while off duty. Mounted Police usage
CANADA, 1953

bunkum noun nonsense. In or around 1820 the Congressman
representing Buncombe County in North Carolina, USA, in seeking
to impress his constituents, made a pointless speech to Congress;
over time ‘Buncombe’ became ‘bunkum’ us, 1ss2

bunk-up noun 1 an act of sexual intercourse. Originally military, post-
World War 2 uk 195s. 2 a lifting-up as assistance in climbing or
reaching AUSTRALIA, 1919

bunky noun in jail or prison, a cellmate us, 1858

bunnit noun » do your bunnit to lose your temper. Glasgow slang
UK, 1985

bunny noun 1 a Playboy Club hostess; a nightclub hostess dressed in
a costume that is representative of a rabbit. A shortening of the
official job-description: Bunny Girl Us, 1960. 2 a woman blessed with
few if any sexual inhibitions us 1971. 3 a female surfer or a male
surfer’s girlfriend us, 1936. 4 a homosexual male prostitute Us, 1967.
5 the rectum us 1977. 6 a conversation Uk 195s. 7 a person who talks
too much, especially stupidly Uk 1954. 8 a fool, a dupe AUSTRALIA,
1943. 9 a pilotman vk 19,0. 10 in shuffleboard, the disc on a
number representing the winning score us, 19%7. 11 in the sport of
field archery, a 15 cm target face. Derives from the small face of a
‘bunny’ (rabbit) which, along with faces of other small creatures, is
used as a target Uk, 1988

bunny verb to talk, to chat. The childish word for a ‘rabbit” replaces
the rhyming slang RABBIT AND PORK; RABBIT (tO talk) Uk 1958

bunny boiler noun an obsessive, possessive woman. From the
action in the film Fatal Attraction, 1987, in which actress Glenn
Close put the fear of God into adulterous men Uk, 2002

bunny boilery adjective of a woman scorned, unhealthily obsessed
with her (ex-)lover. From BUNNY BOILER UK 2003

bunny book noun a sexually explicit magazine. From the Playboy
bunny. us, 1967

bunny boot noun a large white felt boot, now usually made of
rubber with an inflatable air layer for insulation us, 1954

bunny cap noun a fur-lined pile cap. Vietnam war usage uUs, 198

bunny chow noun a hot Indian or Malay curry served in a hollowed
out loaf of bread. Created and coined by Hindi Indians in Durban
SOUTH AFRICA, 2001

bunny dip noun a method of serving bar customers drinks
calculated to keep a woman’s breasts from spilling out from a low-
cut, tight bodice. A technique perfected by and taught to Playboy
Bunnies us, 1985

bunny fuck verb to have sex quickly, if not frantically us 1971

bunny hole noun an excavation in a fox hole to provide protection
from a mortar attack. Korean war usage us, 1957

bunny hop noun the act of bouncing both wheels of a bicycle off
the ground into the air us, 1953

bunny hug noun a girl's hooded sweatshirt. Especially in
Saskatchewan, where it gets very cold in winter, this term is used
for a key warm layer of clothing CANADA, 2004

bunny suit noun a thick flight suit worn by an aircrew member over
an anti-gravity suit us, 196

buns noun 1 the buttocks us 1s77. 2 the feet us 1973
bunt noun the buttocks. A blend of ‘buttocks’ and ‘cunt’ us, 1967

bunter noun a prostitute us, 1973

bunty noun 1 semen Uk 2000, 2 an affectionate term for a small
person, especially a small middle-aged woman. From Scottish/Irish
dialect Uk, 1977

buoy noun a surfer who lingers in the water, rarely catching a wave
us, 1991

bupkes; bupkis noun nothing — used for expressing scorn at
something deemed foolish or trivial. From the Russian for ‘beans’

us, 1942
bupp verb t0 strike your head against something BARBADOS, 1965

buppie; buppy; bumpie noun a (young) black urban professional; a
(young) black upwardly mobile professional. A socio-economic
acronym on the model of YUPPIE; as forced as ‘yuppie’ seemed
natural and only a marginal term in the vernacular us, 198

buppies noun bread and butter; a slice of bread and butter. After
earlier variations: ‘bupper’, ‘buppie’, ‘bups’, ‘bupsie’; derived by
infantile reduction uk 1978

’burb noun a suburb. Often in the plural us 1971

burble verb in computing, to post an inflammatory message that
displays the person’s complete ignorance on the subject in
question. From Lewis Carroll's 1871 Through the Looking Glass, in
which the Jabberwock ‘burbled” (spoke in a murmuring or
rambling manner) us, 1991

bureau-drawer special noun a small, inexpensive handgun us, 192
burg noun 1 a city or town us, 1s35. 2 a burglary Us, 1983

burger noun 1 a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best known
as ecstasy UK 199. 2 a shapeless, uneven wave. An abbreviation of
MUSHBURGER US, 1997. 3 a scrape or raw bruise suffered while
skateboarding us, 1976

burglar noun 1 a prison officer doing a surprise cell-search, especially
of an officer who is considered an expert in this business. Heavily
ironic Uk, 19s0. 2 the operator of a dishonest carnival game us, 1950

buried adjective 1 of food, canned JamaicA, 1979. 2 in new car sales,
owing more on a loan than the car securing the loan is worth us,

1975
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buried treasure noun in computing, an unexpected and usually
poorly written piece of code found in a program us, 1991

burk verb to vomit us 1960
burk; burke noun >see: BERK

burl noun 1 an attempt, try or go at anything AUSTRALIA, 1917. 2 in
horse racing, odds of 5-1. Rhyming slang, abbreviated from ‘Burl
Ives’ for ‘fives’ AUSTRALIA, 1989

burlap noun dismissal from employment. An elaboration of the
more common term, ‘getting the SACK’ US, 1951

burley; burly noun burlesque us, 1934

burleycue noun burlesque us, 1923
burlin adjective drunk Uk 2002

Burlington hunt noun 1 the vagina. Rhyming slang for CUNT. A
lesser-known variation of Berkshire hunt and Berkeley hunt Uk, 1960.
2 a fool. Rhyming slang for CUNT UK, 1960

burly noun 1 something which is not easily accomplished us, 1992
2 in foot-propelled scootering, a difficult trick or stunt which has
pain or injury as the price of failure; a scooter-rider who specialises
in such tricks Uk, 2000

burly adjective 1 intimidating. A surfer term used to describe a wave,
brought into broader youth usage us, 1993. 2 very cold us, 1991

burly show noun in carnival usage, a burlesque show us, 1951

BURMA written on an envelope, or at the foot of a lover's letter as
lovers’ code for ‘be undressed (or upstairs) and ready my angel’.
Widely-known, and well-used by servicemen. Now a part of the
coded vocabulary of texting Uk 190

Burmese Fuckin’ Incredible noun a variety of marijuana seed from
British Columbia CANADA, 2002

burn noun 1 tobacco; a cigarette AUSTRALIA 1950. 2 & swindle US, 190.
3 an exhibition, a display. From BURN (to spray graffiti) us, 2002. 4 a
thrill-seeking act of fast driving AUSTRALIA, 1965. § the initial flooding
of sensations after injecting heroin us, 1973. 6 a caustic chemical
treatment of the skin us, 1997

burn verb 1 to put someone to death by electrocution us 1927. 2 to
kill someone s, 1933. 3 to shoot a gun at someone, either just
grazing them or making them jump to avoid being hit us, 19s3.
410 cheat, swindle someone Uk, 1698. § to put someone under an
unfair obligation Uk, 1997. 6 t0 expose the identity of a person or
place us 1959. 7 to completely cover another graffiti artist's work
with your own us, 1995. 8 in private dice games, to stop the dice
while rolling, either as a superstition or to check for cheating us,
1950. 9 while playing blackjack, to place an unplayed card into the
discard card holder us, 19s2. 10 to smoke marijuana us, 1964. 11 to
infect someone with a sexually transmitted disease uUs,
» burn an Indian to smoke marijuana us, 1992. » burn logs to
smoke marijuana Uk 2001. » burn paint (used of a car or truck)
to be engulfed in flames us 1977. > burn someone’s butt to
annoy, to irritate someone us, 2001. » burn the breeze to drive
fast Us, 1977. » burn the lot (used of a carnival) to cheat a town
so badly that no carnival will be able to come to that town for
some time us, 19s9. » burn the main line to inject a drug
intravenously Uk, 199s. » burn the road up to leave us, 200.
» burn the yellow to race through a yellow traffic light. Used in
Montreal, translated and borrowed from the French canaDA, 1992.
» burn up the wires to spend a great deal of time on the
telephone. Originally a term applying to the telegraph. As
telephones become increasingly independent of wires, it will be
interesting to see if the phrase survives us 19s4. » enough
money to burn a wet mule a great deal of money. Slang
synonyms for ‘money’ are found in variants of the phrase us, 1895

burn and smoulder noun the shoulder. Rhyming slang, perhaps in
reference to a sunburnt shoulder uk 1992

burn artist noun a cheat, a conman, especially in dealings with
drugs Us, 1968

burn, bash, bury used as the rubbish disposal creed of Australian
troops in Vietnam AUSTRALIA, 1990

burn cards noun in blackjack played in casinos, a few cards taken
from the top of a newly shuffled pack and discarded us, 1950

burn down verb 1 to overuse and thus ruin something us 1953. 2 to
shoot and kill someone us, 1932

burned out; burnt out adjective 1 recovering from drug dependence
UK 1978. 2 exhausted beyond mental or physical capacity Us, 1980

burner noun 1 a criminal who specialises in breaking into safes using
an acetylene torch us, 1950. 2 @ handgun us, 1926. 3 a very fast
runner us, 1978. 4 an extraordinary person us, 1952. 5 a marijuana
smoker Us, 1985. 6 a drug addiction us, 1992. 7 a complete piece of
graffiti art us, 1997

Burnese; burnie noun cocaine. A variation on Berni, Bernice or
Bernie us, 1933

burn head noun any Rastafarian who defies the norms and shaves
JAMAICA, 1980

burnie noun a partially smoked marijuana cigarette Us, 1952

burning and turning adjective of a helicopter, with engine running
and blades rotating Uk 1978

burn off verb to drive very fast, especially if showing off AUSTRALIA 1954

burnout noun 1 a person whose mental capacity has been
diminished by extended drug or alcohol use Us, 1973. 2 an
uninhabitable, ruined tenement, whether it has been burnt or not
uUs, 1987. 3 in drag racing, the pre-race spinning of the car’s rear
tyres to clean and heat the tyres, producing crowd-pleasing smoke
and noise us, 19ss. 4 in the youth trend for ‘souped-up” motor-
scootering, any achievement of a daring, risk-taking rider U 2004

burn out verb to make a fire in a prisoner’s cell as retaliation for real
or perceived cooperation with prison authorities us, 1974

burnout box noun in drag racing, the area where tyres are heated
and cleaned before a race Us, 1993

burn rubber! leave me alone! us, 199
burnt adjective exnausted us 1995
burnt cheese noun a fart AUSTRALIA, 1998

burnt cinder; burnt noun 2 window. Cockney rhyming slang, relying
on the accent for an accurate rhyme Uk, 1958

burnt end noun in bowls, a stage of play that has to be replayed
when the jack is driven out of bounds Uk, 199

burn-through noun the process of cleaning tyres on a dragster with
bleach poured on the ground over which the tyres are spun us, 1970

burnt money noun a bet in a dice game lost because of a rule
violation us, 1997

burnt offering noun overcooked food, especially meat. Adopted,
ironically, from the conventional religious sense Uk, 1937

burn-up noun the act of racing or riding fast on a motorcycle. To
‘burn-up’ the tyre-rubber and leave scorch-marks on the road vk
1971

burn up verb to fall silent; to stop talking. Often as an imperative
AUSTRALIA, 1971

burp noun 1 an act of vomiting; vomit AUSTRALIA 1967. 2 & belch.
Echoic us 1932. 3 any alcoholic beverage BERMUDA, 1985 [>see:
BOTTOM BURP

burp verb to belch; to cause a baby to belch. The variant spelling,

‘birp’, has been recorded us 1932. » burp the worm (of a male)
to masturbate Us, 2001

burp gun noun a submachine gun us, 1946

burp ’n’ blow noun an act of burping into your cupped hands then
blowing the retained air at a chosen victim Uk, 2004

burga noun an out-ofstyle fashion garment. The conventional
‘burga’ is a complete head and body shroud worn by women in
the strictest Muslim societies. This teenspeak reflects the end of
fundamentalist Taliban rule in Afghanistan us 2002

burr noun the recurring operating expenses in a circus or carnival us,
1980

burrhead noun a black person us, 1902

burrito adjective cold. From ‘brrrr’ as a vocalisation of feeling cold us,
1997
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burrito bag noun a mesh restraint used by police to contain a
violent person us, 1997

burrito poncho noun a condom vk 1993
burro noun a racehorse that does not perform well us, 1947

burroo; brew; buro noun an unemployment exchange; the
Department of Social Security. From a Glasgow pronunciation of
‘bureau’ as in ‘Employment Bureau’ uk 1937

burrower noun a researcher. Security service jargon Uk 1977

burr under your saddle blanket noun an unexplained irritability
CANADA, 1987

burr up your ass noun a person with a displeased focus on
something us, 1960

burst noun 1 a period of re-enlistment in the military. A ‘burst of six’
would thus be re-enlistment for six years us, 19s. 2 a drinking
binge NEW ZEALAND, 1998

burst verb 1 to strike someone violently. This usage is common all
over Ireland, and is used in a rhetorical sense, rather than literally
IRELAND, 1987. 2 t0 pay for something that costs relatively little with
a banknote. Literally ‘to burst the completeness of the banknote’;
a variation of conventional ‘break’ Uk, 19ss. 3 t0 ejaculate BAHAMAS,
1971. » burst out in fairy lights to show an expected level of
enthusiasm UK: SCOTLAND, 19%

burster; buster noun anything of superior size or astounding nature
Us, 1831

bursting at the seams adjective overfull ux 192

Burton-on-Trent; Burton noun rent. Rhyming slang, based on an
East Midlands’ town Uk, 1932

Burton-on-Trent; Burton adjective homosexual. Rhyming slang for
BENT (homosexual) Uk 199

burwash noun a swindle, for fun or profit ux 1983

bury verb 1 to sentence a criminal to a long or life term in prison us,
7904. 2 in casino gambling, to place a card in the middle of a deck
or in the discard pile us 1997. » bury the stiffy from a male
perspective, to have sex us, 1994. » bury the tach to rev an
engine up beyond what would be considered a prudent
revolutions per minute level. The tachometer measures the
revolutions per minute us, 1992

bus noun 1 an ambulance Us 1992, 2 a wheelbarrow TRISTAN DA CUNHA,
1906. 3 a plane UK 1913. 4 a car UK 1921. 5 a large touring motorcyle
Biker (motorcycle) usage Us 2003. » more bus than Battoo big-
breasted. Battoo is the owner of a bus company TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO, 2003. » on the bus part of a countercultural movement
From the language of Ken Kesey, Neal Cassady and the Merry
Pranksters us, 1994

bus verb to shoot a gun at someone us, 71995. » bus one to leave Us

1993

bus and tram noun jam. Rhyming slang, possibly punning on the
constituent parts of a traffic jam uk 1978

bus and truck adjective said of a travelling show, with the cast and
crew travelling by bus, with the props and wardrobe in a truck us,
1973

bus driver noun 1 in poker, the player in a given hand who controls
the betting Us, 1996. 2 a pilot, especially the pilot of a military
transport aircraft us, 1944

buse verb to swear at someone. An abbreviation of ‘abuse’ B4RBADOS,
1965

bus face noun the worn-out look gained from sleeping on a bus
overnight us, 1997

bush noun 1 pubic hair, especially a woman’s pubic hair. A source for
endless punning during the US presidential election of 2000;
President Bush Jr's lack of gravitas opened him up to ‘bush’ puns
to an extent that his father did not have to endure Uk, 1650. 2 a
sexually active female us, 1966. 3 @ bushy hairstyle, especially on a
black person uUs, 1972. 4 marijuana us, 1951. § cocaine UK 199s. 6 the
woods US, 1997. 7 the suburbs. An urban sneer; from the conven-
tional Australian sense of ‘bush’ (country in its natural state)
AUSTRALIA, 1942. B g0 bush to move to or visit the county AUSTRALIA,
1976. > take the bush; take to the bush to escape; to run wild;

to leave the town for the country. Originally of escaping convicts;
but also carrying the sense of an Aborigine returning to traditional
life AUSTRALIA, 1804

Bush nickname Flatbush, Brooklyn, New York us, 1995

bush verb 1 to ambush someone us, 1947. 2 in the used car business,
to extract through any of a series of questionably ethical means
more from a customer than originally contemplated by the
customer us, 1953. 3 to deceive someone Us, 1971

bush adjective 1 second-rate, amateurish us 7959 2 rough and ready
AUSTRALIA, 1969

bush Baptist noun a religious zealot lacking formal theological
training us, 1967

bush-bash verb to forge a path through scrubland; to travel through
virgin bush AUSTRALIA, 1967

bush basher noun a person who forges a new pathway through
scrubland AUSTRALIA, 1971

bush blaster noun the penis us, 2001

bush bunny noun a woman from a remote area; a naive,
unsophisticated woman Fui, 2004

bush captial nickname Canberra, the capital city of Australia. So-
called because it was a new city built in the ‘bush’ (countryside)
halfway between the two major cities of Sydney and Melbourne
AUSTRALIA, 1906

bush child noun an illegitimate child cavman iSLANDS, 1985

bush dance noun an Australian-style country dance AUSTRALIA, 1983

bush dinner noun oral sex on a worman us, 1967

bus head noun hair that is in complete disarray after a long bus ride
Us, 1988

bushed adjective 1 very tired Us 1s79. 2 showing adverse psychological
effects from having to live in bad weather. Confinement and iso-
lation, especially in the north of North America, give this widely
used term a special meaning, different from ‘going native’ CANADA,
1952. 3 lost in bushland AUSTRALIA, 1s44. & lost, but not in the bush
AUSTRALIA, 1963

bushel noun 1 in trucking, a load of half a ton us 197. 2 the neck,
the throat. The full form is ‘bushel and peck’. Rhyming slang,
based on imperial units of volume Uk 1979

bushel-cunted adjective possessing a slack and distended vagina us,
1980

bushel of coke noun a man. Rhyming slang for a BLOKE UK, 1950

bushes noun any place where sexual activity takes place, whether or
not an actual bush is involved us,

bushfire noun used as a comparison for something that is
exceedingly fast AUSTRALIA, 1962

bushfire blonde noun a red-headed woman AUSTRALIA, 1943

bush gang noun a prison work gang working without the traditional
chains CANADA, 1987

bush herb noun unremarkable marijuana ux 1994

bushie noun 1 a rough, tough, unattractive or otherwise unappealing
woman. From BUSHPIG AUSTRALIA, 1987. 2 @ person who lives in the
bush. Can be used negatively to mean a ‘country bumpkin’, or
positively to refer to someone skilled at surviving in the harsh con-
ditions of the Australian outback AUSTRALIA, 1887

Bushie noun a supporter or a member of the administration of US
President George W. Bush us, 2002

Bush is another word for cunt used as a slogan that registers
absolute contempt for US President George W. Bush. Punning on
the sense of BUSH as pubic hair and CUNT (the vagina) as
‘despicable individual’ us, 2003

bush lawyer noun a person with some knowledge of law but no
actual qualifications AUSTRALIA, 1835

bush-league adjective petty, mediocre, trivial, inconsequential,
second-rate Us, 1908

bush light noun in the pornography industry, a light used to
illuminate the genitals of the performers us, 1995

975
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bushline noun » put out the bushline on the ice in Cape
Breton, to set out the small evergreen trees on solid ice to mark a
trail for skating or skimobiling on a road. The term, by extension,
seems to apply to a variety of metaphorical situations, involving
fitness CANADA, 2000

bush mag noun a magazine featuring photographs of naked women,
focusing on their pubic hair and vulvas us, 1972

bushman’s breakfast noun a yawn, a stretch, urinating and a look
around, or some variation thereof NEW ZEALAND, 1998

bushman’s clock noun a kookaburra, a native Australian bird with a
loud laughing territorial call frequently heard at dawn and dusk
AUSTRALIA, 1846

bushman’s hanky noun the act of blowing nasal mucus from one
nostril while holding the other closed AUSTRALIA, 1996

bush mechanic noun a mechanic with no formal training and,
often, no special skill BAHAMAS, 1982

Bush-muncher noun a proponent of US President George W. Bush’s
points of view. Derogatory; a play on BUSH (the pubic hair, hence
the vagina) and CARPET-MUNCHER (a cunnilinguist), which leads to
an obvious parallel with ARSE/ASS-LICKER (an obsequious sycophant)
s, 2003

bush orchestra noun 2 morning chorus of indigenous New Zealand
Song birds NEW ZEALAND, 1982

bush pad noun a2 motorcyle’s passenger seat. Biker (motorcycle)
usage, coarsely identifying a woman passenger in terms of her
genitals US, 2003

bush parole noun escape from prison us 1960

bush patrol noun sex with a woman. The BUSH in question here is
the woman'’s pubic hair us, 1964

bushpig noun a rough, tough, unattractive or otherwise unappealing
woman AUSTRALIA, 1985

bush-pop verb (of cowboys) to ride in the bush to round up cows
CANADA, 194

bushranger noun a person who commits petty crime; a swindler or
cheat. Figurative use of the usual sense as ‘an escaped convict
who lives by highway robbery’, common during Australia’s colonial
€ra AUSTRALIA, 1855

bush shave noun a shave without the benefit of water or shaving
cream us, 1990

bush telegraph noun an information network utilising word of
mouth; the grapevine AUSTRALIA, 1962

bush time noun during the Vietnam war, the amount of time spent
in combat Us, 1987

bush tucker noun food consisting of native Australian flora and
fauna. Originally used to refer to food making up the diet of
Australian Aboriginals, nowadays also for items of restaurant
CUISINe AUSTRALIA, 1895

Bush Week noun a putative week during which country folk visit the
city and the normal rules of society are laid aside. Always in the
formulaic rhetorical question ‘What do you think this is? Bush
Week?" AUSTRALIA, 1919

bushwhacker noun 1 an outlaw who attacks by ambush us, 1925. 2 a
rapist. Playing on the sexual meaning of BUSH US, 1976. 3 @ man
who enjoys sex in park bushes us, 1966. 4 a person from the
country, a country bumpkin us, 1809

bush whiskey noun strong, homemade whisky Us, 7999

Bushy Park noun 1 a lark, a spree. Rhyming slang, formed on the
name of a park close to Hampton Court Uk, 1859, 2 2 woman's
pubic hair. By extension, the shortened form ‘bushy’ is a pet
name for ‘the vagina’, deriving from BUSH (pubic hair); possibly a
play on the outer London beauty spot Bushey Park, source of the
similar, now obsolete C19 phrase ‘take a turn in Bushey Park’ (to
have sex) Us, 1950

business noun 1 sex with a prostitute; prostitution. From a sense,
originating in C17, as ‘sexual intercourse’; in 1630 the described
cost was ‘one hundred crownes’ Uk 1917. 2 the genitals, male or
female us 1949. 3 a syringe employed by intravenous drug users us
1949. 4 the actual cheating move of a card cheat us, 1973. 5 used as

a deliberately vague reference to any matter that is of concern or
under consideration; later use tends to describe the matter (in
phrases such as ‘a bad business’) without being any more specific
UK, 1605. 6 when combined with an indefinite intensifier in phrases
such as ‘what a business’, ‘quite a business’, etc, something
unexpectedly difficult to do or get Uk 1343. » do business 1 to
engage in an illegal activity such as bribery us, 19s4. 2 in pool, to
intentionally lose a game or other competition us, 79s9. 3 in horse
racing, to cooperate in the fixing of a race us 19s1. » do the
business to settle the matter uk s2:. » do your business to
defecate Uk 1645. » give someone the business; do the
business to have sex us 1942. » on the business engaged in
prostitution Uk 1957, » the business 1 the finest, the most
perfect, the most complete; anything particularly good Uk, 19s2.

2 prostitution us, 1952

business end the operative part of something, the part that
matters Uk, 1878

business girl noun a prostitute Uk 1sss

businessman noun 1 any official or witness who will accept a bribe
Us, 1950. 2 In horse racing, a jockey who may be persuaded to lose
a race intentionally us, 1951

businessman’s special; businessman’s lunch noun DMT
(dimethyltryptamine), a powerful but short-lasting hallucinogen. An
allusion to the fact that it can be taken, experienced and recovered
from in short order us, 1967

bus jockey noun a bus driver us, 1954

busk verb to work as a street entertainer. The earlier sense from
which this derives means to offer goods and entertainment for
sale in bars’ us, 1920

busker noun an itinerant purveyor of entertainment to passers-by in
the street, or on the London Underground, or other informal
locations. Possibly from ‘buskin’, a short boot worn by entertainers
from C16-19 UK 1859

bussie noun a bus driver. Common among professional baseball
players in the days when bus travel dominated travel between
cities us, 1967

bust noun 1 a police raid, especially for suspected drug offences us,
2 an arrest Us, 1953. 3 a burglary Uk 1857. 4 a complete failure us,
5 in poker, a worthless hand us 1963

bust verb 1 t0 arrest someone Us 1940. 2 t0 catch someone with
evidence of guilt; to report on someone s, 1960. 3 to reduce
someone in rank or standing us, 1¢75. 4 to inform the police; in
later use especially, to inform the police about illicit drugs Uk 1859.
5 to inform on a fellow prisoner Uk, 1950. 6 tO iNsult someone Us,
1985. 7 10 praise and promote something us, 1997. 8 t0 give someone
something, to lend someone something us, 199%. 9 in pontoon
(blackjack, vingt-et-un), to exceed 21 points UK 1939. 10 in pool, to
break to start a game us, 19%. 11 when driving, to turn in a new
direction us, 1993. 12 in the used car business, to reduce a car in
price uUs, 1975. 13 10 smoke a marijuana cigarette Uk, 199s. » bust a
box to break into a safe us 195. B bust a cap 1 to shoot a gun
Us, 1965. 2 10 use drugs uUs, 1977. » bust a few to surf us 1997,
» bust a grape in prison, to commit a foolish act as a result of
a sense of intense desperation us, 1990. » bust a gut to make a
great effort. Originally a dialect term ux 1972. » bust a move 1 to
make a move; to take action; to dance us, 19s4. 2 to move quickly
us, 1991. » bust a stop sign to ignore a stop sign us 1973. » bust
a trick in foot-propelled scootering, to achieve success in a
difficult manoeuvre Uk, zo00. » bust jungle to break through a
jungle with a tank or armoured carrier. Vietnam war usage us, 1977.
» bust laugh to laugh out loud. Hawaiian youth usage us 19s2.
» bust someone’s balls to tease someone relentlessly,
provoking their anger us, 1955. » bust someone’s drawers to
have sex, seen as a conquest Us 1920. » bust suds to wash dishes
us, 1971. » bust the mainline to inject a drug into a vein us, 193s.
» bust the rut; bust a rut to blaze a trail. From the Northern
Territory AUSTRALIA 1957. » bust your boiler to over-exert yourself
NEW ZEALAND, 1945. B bust your buns to exert yourself, to try hard
Us, 1954. » bust your chops to harass or provoke someone us,

1953. > bust your conk to feel very happy, especially under the

mﬂuence of a drug us, 1973. » bust your guts out to over-exert
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yourself NEw ZEALAND, 1959. > bust your hump to work extremely
hard Uk 2c01. » bust your nut to experience an orgasm Us, 1954

bust adjective without funds us, 1990

busta noun 1 a person who informs on another us 2000. 2 a social
outcast us, 1998

bust developer noun a singer who performs during a striptease act
us, 1981

busted adjective 1 without, or very short of, money; bankrupt, ruined
us, 1837. 2 Ugly US, 2002

buster noun 1 pleasure, especially sexual pleasure Us 1973.
2 something that is excellent us, 1973. 3 used as a term of address.
Lends a self-conscious, old-fashioned tone us, 1s66. & a fool US, 1995.
5 in circus usage, a bad fall. An allusion to comic actor Joseph
‘Buster’ Keaton us, 1981. 6 a heavy fall from a horse AUSTRALIA, 1878.
7 a firecracker us, 1952. 8 a hard roll of bread. Trawlermen’s term Uk
1969. 9 any of several tools used by burglars or as weapons us, 1949.
10 in poker, a card that does not improve a hand uUs, 1967. 11 a
shoplifter cAnADA, 1984. 12 a strong wind from the south. A
shortening of SOUTHERLY BUSTER AUSTRALIA, 1873. 13 On a plane, full
power US, 1991 B>see: BURSTER

busters noun dice that have had their spots altered to aid cheating
Us, 1962

bust hand noun in bar dice games, a roll that produces no points for
the player us, 1971

bust-head noun potent whisky or beer, especially if manufactured
illegally us, 1857

bus therapy noun keeping a problem prisoner in transit in prison
transport between prisons Us, 199%

busticate verb 1 to break Us, 1916, 2 t0 leave US, 2002

bus ticket noun a transfer from one prison to another us, 1959

bust in verb in a dice cheating scheme, to introduce altered dice
into a game uS, 1963

bustle-punching noun frottage; an act of unwanted intimacy,
usually in a crowded place, when a man rubs his penis against the
hindquarters of an unsuspecting woman Uk, 1977

bustle rack noun on a tank, welded pipe framework on the turret
used as a sort of roof rack, storing food, drinks and supplies us, 1991

bust off verb to experience orgasm. Derives from BUST YOUR NUT U,
1996

bust on verb 1 to criticise someone, to tease someone Us, 19s. 2 to
shoot someone us, 2001

bust-out noun a bankruptcy forced upon a business by organised
crime, usually a lending enterprise owed money by the head of
the business us, 1988

bust out verb 1 t0 take over a legitimate business, exploit its credit
to the maximum, and then liquidate all assets Us, 1952. 2 in a dice
cheating scheme, to remove altered dice from a game and
reintroduce the legitimate dice us, 1963

bust-out adjective 1 in gambling, dishonest or part of a cheating
scheme us, 1937. 2 without money, broke Us, 1965

bust-out joint noun a casino or gambling establishment that cheats
gamblers Us, 1979

bust-out man noun in a dice cheating scheme, the confederate
whose special skill is the switching of tampered dice with the
legitimate dice Us, 1950

bust-out mob noun a group of confederates gambling with altered
dice us, 1972

bust-up noun an altercation; a serious argument or disagreement.
From the earlier sense (an explosion) UK 1899

busty substances noun the female breasts. A jocular coinage by
comedian Peter Cook UK 1966

bus’ up verb to wreak havoc. Hawaiian youth usage us, 1981
bus-whargus adjective extremely ugly NORFOLK ISLAND, 1992

busy adjective 1 actively searching for, or engaged in, a sexual liaison.
Homosexual usage us 19s5. 2 (Used of a card in poker) producing a

pair or otherwise improving a hand us, 19ss. » get busy 1 to have
sex Us, 1959. 2 t0 rob someone uUs, 1987

busy; bizzy; busie noun police; a police officer, originally a
detective. From earlier ‘busy fellow’ - a suggestion that plain
clothes officers are busy while their uniformed colleagues ‘plod’
UK, 1904

busy as a one-armed paper-hanger in a gale adjective extremely
busy. First recorded in the US and New Zealand, but also known in
Canada where it may be lengthened by ‘with the itch’, and in
Australia and UK with the elaboration ‘with crabs’ or ‘with the
crabs’ us, 1939

busy bee noun phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP or
angel dust us, 1994

busylickum noun a nosey person BARBADOS, 1965
but noun a halibut. Trawlermen’s use Uk 1950

but adverb though, however. Used at the end of a statement. This is
one feature of Australian English that parents and teachers have
long sought to wipe out via the correction of any youth saying it.
Typically the argument ‘you can't end a sentence with a
preposition/conjunction’ is put forward, but clearly ‘but’ is an
adverb here, modifying the verb of the statement (not to mention
highlighting the grammatical ignorance of the would-be corrector).
Speakers of US and British English are often confused when first
meeting this regionalism, and will patiently wait for the continu-
ation of the sentence following what they hear as a conjunction -
‘it isn't coming, but!”. The first undeniable example dates to 1938,
and it was common by the 1950s. Also heard among Hawaiian
YOUth AUSTRALIA, 1938

but conjunction 1 used for expressing surprise or recognition of
something unexpected Uk 1s46. 2 used for emphasizing the
following word or words Uk, 1887

butch noun 1 the person fulfulling the masculine role in a homosex-
ual relationship us, 1954. 2 a very short haircut us, 1982

butch adjective 1 overtly masculine us, 1936. 2 fulfilling the masculine
role in a male or female homosexual relationship. Originally
applied to male and female homosexuals, but later predominantly
to lesbians uUs, 1941. 3 heterosexual US 1949. 4 unafraid, unabashed. A
nuance of the ‘overtly masculine’ sense used in contemporary gay
society UK, 2003

butch broad noun an aggressive lesbian with masculine affectations
US, 1966

butch dike noun an aggressive, mannish lesbian us 199

butcher noun 1 a beer glass of 170 ml capacity; also, a serving in
one of these glasses. Used only in the state of South Australia, the
‘butcher” was originally a long thin glass holding over a pint; the
size has gradually diminished over the years. Said by some to be
derived from the German becher (C19 South Australia had a large
German migrant community), but this doesn’t sound remotely like
‘butcher’. Other folk etymologies about butchers requiring a
certain type of beer glass abound AUSTRALIA, 1889. 2 @ SUTgEON US,
1849. 3 2 medical student. Used by undergraduates of the University
of Sydney AUSTRALIA, 19s4. & a prison dentist UK, 19%. 5 a prison guard
captain us 19s3. 6 in a pack of playing cards, a king Uk, 1937

Butcher Brigade nickname the 11th Infantry Brigade of the Americal
Division, US Army. So named after the Brigade’s role in the
massacre at My Lai became known us, 1991

butcher charts noun large pieces of paper used during a briefing or
brainstorming session. Named because the paper used is similar
to the paper used by butchers to wrap meat uUs, 1986

butcher’s apron nickname the ribbon of the United Nations” medal
for active service in Korea. From the narrow vertical white stripes
and washed-out blue background. The nickname was already
current in 1954 Uk, 1954

butcher’s hook; butcher’s noun a look. Rhyming slang vk 1936

butcher’s hook; butcher’s adjective » go butcher’s hook to get
angry or upset AUSTRALIA, 1918. sick, ill, unwell. Rhyming slang for
CROOK AUSTRALIA, 1957

butcher shop noun a hospital casualty department or operating
room Uus, 1918
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butcher’s overall noun a surgeon’s white protective overall. Royal
Navy use Uk, 1964

butch it up verp to act in an aggressive, manly manner. Homosexual
usage, male and female us, 1963

butch kick noun in the usage of pickpockets, a hip pocket Us 1949

butch number noun a manly homosexual man desired by others as
a partner in sex us, 1967

butch out verb (used of a woman) to affect a mannish appearance
s, 7999

butch pad noun an apartment or house where lesbians congregate
us, 1973

butch queen noun a decidedly masculine male homosexual us, 1966

butch trade noun a seemingly heterosexual man who consents to
homosexual sex in the male role, receiving orally or giving anally
Us, 1970

butchy adjective overtly masculine in affectation and mannerisms us,
1956

bute noun butazolodin, a pain-killer ux 1981

but, I digress used as a humorous end to a wandering thought. A
catchphrase attrbitued to author Max Shulman in cigarette
advertisements of the 1950s us, 1961

butler noun crack cocaine ux 2003

butler’s revenge noun an inaudible fart. A public school coinage,
commenting on the dignified restraint of senior male servants; not
an eponym UK, 1984

but mine is worth... used as a bragging description of a BMW car
CANADA, 2002

butt noun 1 the buttocks, the posterior; used in many senses and
phrases as a replacement for ‘arse’ or ‘ass’ Uk 1720. 2 by extension,
the tail end of anything us, 1970. 3 the tail end of a prison sentence
US, 1949. & a cigarette US 1902

butt verb in tiddlywinks, to knock a wink off a pile us, 1977

butt adverb very us 1990

butt board verb to ride a skateboard sitting down us, 1997

butt boy noun a sycophant; a toady us 1950

butt can noun any improvised ashtray Us, 198

butt-check verb in snowboarding, to maintain balance by making
brief contact between buttocks and snow Uk, 2002

butt drop noun a backwards fall while snowboarding us, 1990

butt end noun the discarded end of a cigarette or marijuana ciga-
rette UK, 2000

buttendski noun the buttocks NEw ZEALAND, 1998

butter noun 1 insincerity us, 1945. 2 crack cocaine Us 1998

butter; butters adjective ugly, unattractive. Perhaps a play on BUTT
uGLy. Current in south London uk, 1998

butter-and-egg man noun an unsophisticated free spender. Coined
by 1920s nightclub performer Texas Guinan for a shy, middle-aged
man so flattered by her friendliness that he paid the steep cover
charge for every guest in the house and pressed $50 notes on all
the entertainers. When he said he was in the dairy business, she
introduced him as ‘the big butter-and-egg man’ us, 1924

butter and eggs noun an illegal lottery. Most commonly known as a
NUMBERS game us, 1973

butterball noun 1 a fat person or animal us, 1947. 2 an idiot Uk 1981

butterbar noun a second lieutenant in the US Army. Vietnam
coinage, from the gold-bar insignia. us, 1973

butterbox adjective (0f 2 man) effeminate. From an earlier sense
(fop) Uk, 1971

butter boy noun a very young police officer. After an earlier senses
as ‘novice” applied to sailors and taxi drivers Uk, 1977

buttered bread adjective dead. Rhyming slang Uk 1993

buttered bun noun a prostitute, or, less specifically any woman, who
has already had sex with several customers/men; sex with this
woman. Also heard in the plural UK 1699

butter-fingered adjective prone to dropping things Uk 1615

butterfingers noun a clumsy person, prone to dropping things.
After the adjective Uk, 1837

butterflies in your stomach; butterflies noun the feeling of
queasiness that accompanies fear or nervousness. The fluttering of
butterflies as a metaphor for the unsettled sensations of
trepidation uUs, 1940

butter flower noun marijuana. From the appearance of cannabis
resin us, 1971

butterfly noun 1 a person who is romantically fickle us 1947. 2 a note
thrown from a train to a repair crew us, 1946. 3 in electric line work,
a conductor take-up reel us, 19s0. 4 in television and film-making, a
large screen used to direct or diffuse light us, 1987

butterfly verb 1 to engage in promiscuous sex US 1946. 2 in the
gambling game two-up, to toss the coins so that they flutter in the
air and appear to be actually spinning. The object of butterflying is
to make the coins fall the way the tosser wishes and is
consequently illegal in the game AUSTRALIA 1949. 3 tO leave someone
Us, 1991

butterfly kiss noun an intimate caress made by fluttering eyelashes
over a partner’s skin Uk, 1871

butterfly wheel noun in drag racing, a bifurcated steering wheel
shaped like two opposing butterfly wings us, 2002

butterhead noun a stupid person, especially a stupid black person
UsS, 1963

buttering-up noun an act of persuasive flattery ux 1819

butter legs noun a promiscuous woman. Because, like butter, her
legs are ‘easy to spread’ AUSTRALIA, 1985

buttermilk noun beer us, 1977

butter up verb to flatter someone with an intent to persuade them
UK 1819

butter would not melt in someone’s mouth an appearance of
innocence. Usually contemptuous in the phrase ‘as if butter would
not melt in his/her mouth” occasionally shortened to ‘butter
would not melt” Uk, 1530

butt floss noun a thong or string bikini with only a slender piece of
fabric passing between the cheeks of the buttocks Us, 1991

butt-fuck verb 1 to copulate anally us 19ss. 2 to light one cigarette
with the burning butt of another us, 2001. 3 since the Vietnam war,
to attack from the rear us, 1991

buttfucker noun a homosexual male us 1997

butt fucking noun anal sex Us, 1999

Butt Fucking Nowhere noun any remote place us, 2002
butt hair noun a parting down the centre of the head us 7991

butthead noun a generally unlikeable, disagreeable, dim-witted
person us, 1973

butthole noun 1 the anus us 1951. 2 by extension, a despicable or
offensive person us, 192

buttie noun a walk in the company of a friend. Possibly extended
from ‘butty/buttie’ (a friend) uk: SCOTLAND, 1988

butt in verb to intrude into another’s business or conversation us,
1899

buttinski; buttinsky a meddler; a person who interferes in the
affairs of others us,

buttkiss noun nothing at all. Variation of BUPKES; BUPKIS LS, 1997
butt kit noun an ashtray us, 19ss

buttlegger noun a person who smuggles cigarettes from states with
low or no cigarette taxes to states with high cigarette taxes v

buttlegging noun the smuggling of cigarettes from states with low
or no cigarette taxes to states with high taxes us, 1977

buttload noun a large amount us, 1991
buttly adjective very ugly. A blend of ‘butt” and ‘ugly’ us, 1959
buttmunch noun a contemptible person us, 199
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button noun 1 a police badge us, 1929. 2 by extension, a police officer
US, 1953. 3 a person who acts as lookout us, 1992. 4 in organised
crime, a person who kills on the orders from above. Sometimes
expanded as ‘button man’ or ‘button guy’ us 196. 5 a small quan-
tity of an item to be smuggled us 1956. 6 the edible, psychoactive
portion of a peyote cactus Us, 1953. 7 opium UK, 199%. 8 a tablet of
Mandrax™, a branded tranquillizer SOUTH AFRICA, 2002. 9 the clitoris
UK 1900. 10 the chin. Boxing jargon, usually in the phrase ‘on the
button’, describing a blow right on the chin us, 1920. 11 in poker, a
marker on the table that signifies the dealer; the dealer ux 2003.
12 a Chrysler car equipped with push-button automatic trans-
mission US, 1968. 13 in the television industry, a dramatic or funny
climax to a scene us, 190. » not have a button to have no
money IRELAND, 1992. B on the button exactly; precisely. Possibly
from boxing jargon, ‘on the BUTTON' (on the chin) us 1902

button vers » button your lip; button your lips; button your
face; button it; button up to stop talking. Often as an
injunction or exclamation. Used since 1836; and ‘button it’ first
recorded in 1980 us, 1947

button B adjective very short of money. From the 1920s until the
60s, in a UK telephone box you would press button B to get your
money back, hence this pun on ‘pressed for money’ Uk 191

button-dicked adjective possessing a small penis us, 1994

buttoned up adjective 1 of a reserved or uncommunicative nature. A
figurative image Uk, 193. 2 silent, refusing to answer questions. In
line with the injunction to BUTTON YOUR LIP UK, 1959. 3 (Of persons)
alert, well-prepared Uk 1967. 4 (of a plan or a situation) successfully
organised or well-prepared. A variant is ‘buttoned” Uk 1940

button-hole noun a button-hole flower; a bouquet Uk 1879

buttonhole maker noun a person who has only females as children
Us, 1954

button mob noun uniformed police officers, especially in large
numbers when present at a political demonstration or similar
gathering. Used by those in whom the police seem interested Uk,

buttons noun 1 a page (a domestic servant). Survives mainly as
Buttons, a character in the pantomime of Cinderella Uk, 1s4s. 2 a
messenger uUs, 192

button up verb to close completely us, 1941

butt out vers to extricate yourself from the interference in which
you are engaging. Generally as an imperative Us, 1906

butt plant noun a backwards fall while snowboarding us, 1993

butt plate noun used as a friendly if derisive term by the marines to
describe the army infantry, and by the army infantry to describe
the marines. In the literal sense, a ‘butt plate’ is the metal or
rubber covering of the end of the stock on a rifle us,

butt plug noun 1 a device that is inserted into the anus during sex,
sometimes to retain an enema and sometimes simply for the sen-
sation us, 1989. 2 an offensive, unlikeable person us, 1993

buttrose adjective very bad us, 202

butt slut noun a male homosexual who takes a passive sexual role
us, 1992

butt tuck noun cosmetic surgery reducing and lifting the buttocks
US, 1984

butt-twitcher adjective revealing the shape of the wearer’s buttocks
us, 1951

butt ugly adjective very ugly us 19ss

buttwipe noun 1 toilet paper Us 1971. 2 a despicable or offensive
PEerson us, 1991

butty noun 1 a sandwich. Also spelt ‘buttie’. Originally used in

northern England, especially Liverpool, as a dialect elision of
‘buttery’; now widespread, especially as ‘jam butty’, ‘chip butty’,
etc UK 1855. 2 2 non-powered, towed canal boat that is part of a
working pair. Also known as a ‘butty boat’ uk 1944. 3 a friend, a
workmate; also used as a form of address. Variants are ‘butt’ and
‘buttie’. Either from mining where ‘butty’ was ‘a middleman’, or
from Romany booty-pal (a fellow workman) or, most probably,

Warwickshire dialect butty (a fellow servant or labourer). Modern
use may be influenced by BUDDY UK 1859

buttyboy noun a friend; a workmate; also used as a form of address.
An elaboration of BUTTY UK: WALES, 2002

butu noun heroin vk 1993

buturakie verb to jump on a person in order to rob them or beat
them up. From Fijian buturaka, the equivalent of and perhaps
playing on STICK/PUT THE BOOT IN. Picked up from Fijian sailors on
the waterfronts of Sydney and Auckland AUSTRALIA, 1958

but why? used humorously with varying meanings. For example, a
teacher might ask the class to pass in their homework, whereupon
at least one member of the class will mutter, ‘But why?" us, 1963

buvare noun anything drinkable. Originally C19 theatrical slang Uk
2002

buy noun 1 a purchase of illicit merchandise, especially drugs us, 1906
2 3 purchase AUSTRALIA, 1987

buy verb 1 to gamble on a result higher than the bookmaker’s
favoured spread Uk 2007, 2 to accept a fiction as truth Uk 2000. 3 in
poker, to draw a card or cards after the initial deal us, 1%67. » buy
a homestead to be thrown from your horse canADA, 1957. B buy
a pot in poker, to win a hand by betting so excessively as to drive
all other players from the hand us, 1963. » buy a pup to be the
victim of a swindle ux 1995. » buy a suit to kill someone
Referring to funeral attire us, 1997. » buy an orchard in trucking,
to drive off the road into trees or brush us, 1977. » buy some
new shoes to flee while released from custody on bail US, 1949.
» buy someone a suit to bribe someone us, 19g2. B buy the
dick to die us 1971. » buy the farm to die us, 1955. » buy the
rack in horse racing, to bet on every possible combination of
winners in a Daily Double bet us, 1947. » buy the ranch to die. A
primary euphemism used by US soldiers in Vietnam us, 1976

buy-and-bust noun a police operation in which an undercover
officer buys an illegal drug and then immediately arrests the seller
Us, 2000

buy-down noun a bribe paid to a police officer to release a criminal
or to reduce the severity of the charges against him us, 2001

buyer noun a gambler who bets on a result higher than the
bookmaker’s favoured spread vk, 2001

buy-l noun an East Indian. An English adaptation of the Hindi
Niyabingi (merchant) JAMAICA, 1979

buying-and-selling cord noun a rough measure of wood depending
on the bargaining skill of the buyer and seller. When you're buying,
it's more; when you're selling, it's less CANADA, 2001

buy into verb to involve yourself in something, to believe in
something. Originally a gambling term, ‘to buy into a game’
AUSTRALIA, 1943

buy it verb 1 to accept an answer or punch-line; especially in the
catchphrase that signals resignation: ‘T'll buy it" Uk 1937. 2 to die; to
become a casualty. World War 1 and 2 Uk 1825

buy money noun the money used to buy contraband us, j9s1

buy-up noun in prison, a purchase of groceries, toiletries, etc, made
by prisoners. ‘Buy-ups’ are restricted to a certain small amount for
each prisoner, often consisting of wages earned for prison work
USTRALIA, 1944

Buzby noun British Post Office Telephones, subsequently British
Telecom, the authority controlling the use of citizens’” band radio
in the UK. Citizens’ band radio slang; the name of the cartoon
bird created in the late 1970s to market British Post Office
Telephones; in turn a play on BUzz (a telephone call) Uk, 1981

buzz noun 1 a rumour; gossip; news Uk, 127, 2 an immediate sen-
sation of a drug or alcohol us, 1849. 3 a thrilling sensation Us, 1937.
4 3 telephone call us, 1930. § a police car US, 1973. 6 x-ray therapy us,
1994

buzz verp 1 to telephone someone; to summon someone by buzzer
Us, 1929. 2 to call for someone US 1946, 3 to leave. A variant is ‘buzz
off’ UK 1914. 410 Kiss someone uUS, . 5 to feel pleasurable sen-
sations resulting from drug use Uk, 1992. 6 t0 engage in solvent
abuse Uk: SCOTLAND, 1985. 7 to pick pockets Uk, 1s12. 8 t0 snatch a
woman'’s purse Us, 1950. 9 to fly very close to an object us, 1944.
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buzzard | by the rattly-eyed Jesus!

10 (used of a computer program or operation) to run without any
sign of progress us 7987. 11 to activate a remote device unlocking a
door. From the buzzing sound the device often makes uUs, 1997.

12 to anger someone; to alienate someone; to annoy us, 1952. 13 of
music, to become lively and energetic Uk 1972. » be buzzing to
be happening. A criminal context us 1941. » buzz around the
barrel to eat a snack us, 1960

buzzard noun the eagle insignia of a full colonel or the Women’s
Army Corps Us, 1931

buzzard’s roost noun 1 the office in a railway yard us 1977. 2 the
highest seats in a cinema balcony Us, 1920

buzz bomb noun a person rendered emotionally unstable due to
long incarceration us, 197

buzz boy noun a fighter pilot us, 1944

buzzcocks noun people, a general term of address. An extention of
COCK (a male-to-male term of address). ‘Get a buzz, cock’, allegedly
the final words of a magazine review for 1970s UK television
drama series Rock follies, adopted as the name of Manchester
punk band The Buzzcocks. In the mid-1990s BBC television
screened a new music panel game that should have been called
Never Mind The Bollocks, after the Sex Pistols’ 1977 album. To
avoid causing offence the programme makers substituted
‘Buzzcocks’ for ‘Bollocks” and the programme’s continuing success
inspired this new, heavily ironic usage which, probably by chance,
echoes the original sense UK 2001

buzz-crusher noun anything or anyone who dampens your sense of
euphoria us, 198

buzz-cut noun a very short haircut; a person with a very short
haircut. Perhaps from the sound of the electric clippers uUs, 1977

buzzed adjective 1 drunk us 1952, 2 drug-intoxicated. From the pre-
vious sense Us, 1972

buzzed up adjective drug-intoxicated Uk 2000

buzzer noun 1 a badge us, 1914. 2 a burglar alarm us 1949. 3 a door-bell
US 1934. 4 in a hospital casualty department, a defibrillator paddle
Us, 1994. 5 in horse racing, a battery-powered device used illegally by
a jockey to shock a horse during a race us, 1942

buzzing adjective 1 drunk us, 2003. 2 manic, hyperactive us, 1994
buzzing your tits off adjective very drug-intoxicated Uk, 2003

buzz job noun the flying of an aircraft low to the ground to impress
or scare those on the ground us, 1943

buzz ticket noun a dole card required to sign on as unemployed in
order to receive benefit. The dole is seen here as money to be
spent on drugs to get a ‘buzz’ (a pleasurable sensation); the whole
puns on ‘bus ticket’ Uk 1997

buzztrack noun in the television and film industries, a sound track
without modulations us, 1960

buzzword; buzz-phrase noun a currently fashionable word or
expression, especially a borrowing from jargon or technology that
is used to impress rather than inform and is thus rendered
essentially meaningless us, 1946

BW noun an obese hospital patient. An abbreviation of BEACHED
WHALE US, 1994

BW nickname the Black Warriors prison gang uUs, 2000

bwai noun a black youth involved in gang culture. West Indian
pronunciation of ‘boy’ UK, 1994

BWOC noun a popular and visible college girl; a big woman on
campus Us, 1947

BY adjective (0f a telphone line) busy us 193

by any means necessary; by whatever means necessary used
as a slogan by the radical political left of the 1960s to reflect a

belief that the end justifies the means, up to and including violent
action us, 1970

by Christchurch! used as an oath. A euphemistic avoidance of
blasphemy, used in New Zealand (by reference to Christchurch,
Canterbury Province) and in the UK (Christchurch, Dorset) Uk, 1984

by crikey! used as a euphemism for ‘by christl” AUSTRALIA, 1901

by cripes! used as a euphemism for ‘by Christ!" AUSTRALIA, 1902

bye-bye; bye-byes noun sleep. From an earlier use as a soothing
sound used to lull a child to sleep, perhaps from a shortening of
‘lullaby” Uk, 1867

bye Felicial used for inviting someone to leave. From the film
Friday Us, 2004

bye now goodbye Uk 1957

by George! used as a mild exclamation or oath. Derives from St
George, the patron saint of England Uk 1598

by George, one of these days | gotta straighten up that
closet! used as a humorous commentary on a cluttered mess. A
signature line from the comedy Fibber McGree and Moll (radio
1935-1957, television 1959-1960). Repeated with referential
humour us, 1958

by golly! used as a euphemism for ‘by God!" us, 1833

by guess and by gosh adjective without planning, relying on
serendipity Us, 1914

by gum! used euphemistically for ‘by God’. Northern English usage
UK, 1960

by heck! used as an exclamation of surprise, indignation, etc; also
as a means of stressing what follows. Northern English usage us,
1922

by here; by there adverb here; there. A south Walian form probably
based on the rhythm or sound of the original Welsh yma (here)
and yno (there) Uk 1985

by himself in the box used as a stock answer to describe a
racehorse’s lineage if it is either unknown or none of the asker’s
business AUSTRALIA, 1989

by hokey! used for expressing great surprise NEW ZEALAND, 2001

by jumbol! used as a substitute for an oath us 1959

by me in poker, used for expressing a player’s decision not to bet us

1988

BYO a request that guests ‘bring your own’ Us, 198

BYOB used in invitations as an instruction to bring your own booze
or bottle Us, 1968

BYOG an invitation to bring your own grog to a party NEW ZEALAND,
1976

byplay noun a device on a dishonest carnival game that can be
activated to let players win us, 1950

bysie-bye goodbye. An elaboration of ‘bye’ Uk 1984

by the centrel; by the left! used as an emphatic register of shock,
surprise, etc. Adopted, originally by the military, from military drill
commands Uk, 1971

by the holy old dynamiting Jesus! used as an extreme oath in
Nova Scotia CANADA, 1958

by the holy old twist used as an oath. Many Nova Scotia oaths
refer to Christ and go back to the Elizabethan style of sacrilegious,
elaborate expressions (e.g. the twisted body on the cross echoes
‘sblood’ (God'’s blood) and ‘'sbody’ (God’s body) CANADA, 1988

by-the-hour hotel; by-the-hour motel noun 2 motel or hotel used
by prostitutes where it is possible to rent a room in short
increments us,

1992

by the lord liftin’ Jesus! one of many elaborate Nova Scotian
sacrilegious 0aths CANADA, 1988

by the rattly-eyed Jesus! in Nova Scotia, used as an oath canapa,
7999
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C noun 1 the Viet Cong; a member of the Viet Cong us, 9.
2 cocaine us, 1921. 3 amphetamines. Heard as ‘the C' UK 2003.
4 methcathinone. Heard as ‘the C' us, 2003. 5§ a woman viewed as a
sexual object. An abbreviation of CUNT us, 1975. 6 a CBE
(Commander of the Order of the British Empire). Civil servant
usage; suggestive of a casual familiarity with the honour Uk 191.
7 contraception us 1997. 8 one hundred dollars Us, 1839. 9 in poker,
the third player to the left of the dealer us, 19ss. 10 the
commission charged by a bookmaker us, 1960

C-47 noun a clothes peg. Used by television and film crews, mocking
the formality of the official jargon of their craft us, 2003

cab noun » take a cab to die us 2000

caballo noun 1 heroin. Spanish for ‘horse’ Us 1970. 2 a person who

smuggles drugs into a prison. Spanish for ‘horse’, which is almost
a MULE US, 1992

cabaret verb 1 to lie in bed masturbating us, 1950. 2 to use an
addictive drug in a semi-controlled pattern us, 1958

cabbage noun 1 money us, 1903. 2 the vagina. Perhaps from the
image of leaves peeling back us 197. 3 low grade marijuana. From
the quality of the leaves nEw ZEALAND, 2002. 4 a coronary artery
bypass graft. A loose pronunciation of the acronym CABG uS, 1994

cabbage verb 1 t0 become vegetable-like Uk 2001. 2 to smoke
marijuana, especially low grade marijuana NEW ZEALAND, 1998

cabbage adjective poor-quality NEW ZEALAND, 1990

cabbage cutter noun on the railways, a freight engine us 1977

cabbaged adjective 1 mentally and physically exhausted. Punning on
‘a vegetative state’ Uk 1992. 2 under the influence of MDMA, the
recreational drug best known as ecstasy Uk, 1997. 3 drunk Uk, 2002

cabbage-eater noun a German or Russian immigrant. Offensive us,
1942

cabbage hat noun a Royal Marine. After the uniform green beret Uk
1979

cabbage out verb to relax NEW ZEALAND, 2003

cabbage patch noun a remote, insignificant place Us 1852

cabbage patch nickname 1 the state of Victoria, Australia. Also
referred to as ‘cabbage garden’ and ‘the cabbage state’. Hence, a
native may be a ‘cabbage patcher’, ‘cabbage gardener’ or ‘cabbage
stater’ AUSTRALIA, 1ss2. 2 Kingston prison in Portsmouth Uk, 199

Cabbagetown nickname @ mixed residential and business area near
downtown in Toronto. This term was likely derived from the days
when poor people lived downtown and presumably could only
afford to eat cabbage canvaDA, 1958

cabby; cabbie verb to drive a motor vehicle; to be driven. Army use
UK, 1974

cabello noun cocaine, 2003

cabez noun intelligence. From the Spanish cabeza (head) TrRINIDAD
AND TOBAGO, 1956

cab freight noun an attractive woman passenger in a truck us, 191

cabin car noun a brakevan (caboose) Us, 1977

cabin stabbing noun (from a male perspective) an act of conven-
tional sexual intercourse. As in the title of the 1990 song ‘Cabin
Stabbing’ by Super Cat (William Maraugh) JAMAICA, 2001

cab joint noun a brothel whose customers are spotted and
transported by taxi drivers us, 1930

cabled adjective (0f a vehicle) equipped with a winch us, 2004
cabadg noun an ignorant male; a rustic clodhopper IRELAND, 2004
caboodle noun all of something us, 1842

caboose noun 1 the buttocks us 1919. 2 the final participant in serial
sex. From the phrase PULL A TRAIN used to describe the practice uUs,

1970. 3 the youngest child in a family us 19s9. 4 a jail Us, 1s55. 5a
small house or shack TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1956. 6 & Cooking shed
CAYMAN ISLANDS, 1985

caboose bounce noun a train consisting of nothing more than an
engine and a brakevan (caboose) us, 1929

cabouche noun >see: BAROUCHE

cabron noun a guy, especially a brutish or dim-witted one. Border
Spanish used in English conversation by Mexican-Americans us,
1974

cab sav noun cabernet sauvignon wine AUSTRALIA, 1990

ca-ca noun 1 excrement. Probably from Spanish children’s speech;
used by non-Spanish speakers. Sometimes seen spelt as ‘kaka” or
other such variations Us, 1952. 2 NONSeNse US, 1980. 3 Marijuana,
especially if poor quality, adulterated or fake us, 1969. 4 heroin,
especially low quality heroin uUs, 19s5. 5 drugs, not necessarily heroin
US, 1995

caca-hole noun the anus TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003

cack; cak; kack noun 1 excrement AUSTRALIA, 1972. 2 rubbish,
nonsense Uk, 1997. 3 someone or something extremely funny
AUSTRALIA, 1989

cack; cak; kack verp 1 to fall asleep us, 1959. 2 to defecate. Like many
other words for bodily functions, ‘cack” was part of everyday con-
ventional speech for many years before slipping into impolite
usage in the late C19 uk 1436. » cack it to be very nervous or
worried; to feel thoroughly frightened. A variation of SHIT IT UK, 2002.
» cack your dacks 1 to lose control of your bowels AUSTRALIA,

. 2to become scared AUSTRALIA, 1992. B cack yourself 1 to be
terrified. Literally 'to shit yourself’; used figuratively (most of the
time), often as an exaggeration Uk 2o00. 2 to laugh uncontrollably. A
variant is ‘cack yourself laughing” AUSTRALIA, 1987

cack; kack adjective contemptible, unpleasant, inferior. Variant
spellings abound - ‘cak’, ‘kak’, etc UK 199

cackersarnie noun the condition that exists when someone pulls
your trousers or underpants forcefully upward, forming a wedge
between buttock cheeks; the act of putting someone in that pos-
ition. Mainly used by schoolboys. From cack (excrement, faeces)
and SARNIE (sandwich) Uk, 2003

cack-handed adjective left-handed; clumsy Uk 1854

cackies noun trousers, especially khakis us, 1990

cackle verb 1 to chatter; to talk inconsequentially Uk 15:0. 2 to
confess and/or to inform on others us, 1949. 3 as part of a
controlled roll of dice, to give them the appearance and sound of
being shaken while actually preventing their turning us, 193

cackle crate noun in trucking, a truck hauling chickens us 1946
cackle factory noun a mental hospital Us, 1950

cacky noun 1 a yellowish-brown colour. From the adjective sense
(shitty), giving a joke at the expense of ‘khaki’ Uk 1984. 2 human
excrement. Childish uk 191

cacky adjective 1 covered with excrement; hence filthy, malodorous
UK 1937. 2 In the language of striptease, overtly if not excessively
sexual us, 1981

cacto noun the moth Cactoblastis cactorum, a successful biological
control of introduced prickly pear AUSTRALIA, 1941

cactus noun in hospital usage, a severely burnt patient us 1924. » in
the cactus in trouble, especially with one person NEW ZEALAND,
1953. > out in the cactus in a very remote area NEW ZEALAND, 1963

cactus adjective ruined, wrecked AUSTRALIA, 1945

cactus juice noun tequila; mescal us, 1971

cad noun 1 an ill-bred, ill-mannered lout Uk 1827, 2 a Cadillac car us
1929. 3 cadmium UK, 1978. @ one ounce of marijuana. A confusion

19
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cadaver cadet | Cali

with CAN expanded to CADILLAC US, 2001. § a railway conductor us,
1977
cadaver cadet noun a necrophile us 1957

cadbury noun a person who gets drunk on very little alcohol.
Referring to the advertising slogan of Cadbury Dairy Milk
chocolate, which has ‘a glass and a half of full cream milk’
AUSTRALIA, 19%

caddie shack noun any small building where gold caddies
congregate and wait for work us, 1953

caddy adjective sharp, stylish, fashionable us, 198«

Caddy; Caddie noun a Cadillac car us 1929

caddy blackjack noun a private game of blackjack us, 19s7
caddy-old-punch noun an improvised, brown-paper kite GUYANA, 199
cadet noun 1a pimp US 1904, 2 a new drug USer Us, 1949

cadge verb t0 beg; to wheedle something from someone us, 1812
cadger noun a beggar; a scrounger UK 1851

cadie; caddy; caddie noun a hat; originally a bush name for a
slouch hat. English gypsy use AUSTRALIA, 1898

cadillac noun 1 cocaine Us 1952. 2 one ounce of a powdered drug us,
1950. 3 phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP or angel
dust us 1994. 4 a cup of coffee with cream and sugar us, 1959. 5 a
note-and-string based method of communication in prison us, 2o00.
6 the maximum amount which may be spent at a prison canteen
Us, 1989. 7 in the language of the homeless, a shopping cart us, 1997.
8 the US Army M-1 tank us, 1991. 9 a large surfboard used for big-
wave conditions us, 195

Cadillac bunk noun a single prison bed in a setting where most
beds are two-tiered bunk beds us, 1989

cadillac express noun the drug methcathinone us 199

Cadillac pusher noun a person whose job it is to push carts with
garments through the streets us, 2002

café au lait noun a person of mixed race with skin the shade of
milky coffee Uk, 191

caff noun a café Uk 1931
caffuffle noun chaos, confusion 84rBADOS, 1975
caffuffle verb to confuse someone or something BARBADOS, 1965

cage noun 1 an elevator us, 1938. 2 a brakevan (caboose) us, 1931, 3 an
abandoned house us, 2000. 4 a car. Bikes (motorcycle) usage Us, 1981
5 the body us, 1973

caged lion noun in horse racing, a racehorse battling back from
apparent defeat to win a race AUSTRALIA, 1989

cage girl noun a ticket seller in a theatre us 1952
cagey adjective wary, non-commital, cautious us 1593

caggie; kaggie noun a cagoule or kagool (a weatherproof outer-
garment) Uk, 1984

cahoo-hole noun a pothole in the road canvapa, 1992

cahoots noun » in cahoots with conspiring or planning with
someone Us, 1529

Cain and Abel; Cain noun a table. Rhyming slang, based on the
sons of Adam and Eve who are remembered as the first murderer
and his victim; recorded by Ducange Anglicus in 1857 Uk, 1857

caine; cane noun cocaine, crack cocaine us, 1983

Caisse Pop noun in Quebec, a kind of cooperative bank. The term is
shortened from Caisse Populaire or ‘popular bank’, a French term
universally used by anglophones CANADA, 2001

cak noun [>see: CACK

cake noun 1 a beautiful girl or young woman us, jo47. 2 the female
breast us, 1957. 3 the vagina us, 1%. & bread /R’S/A/\’ DA CUNHA, 2000.
5 a meal provided as compensation in addition to wages us, 1973
6 money, a good deal of money. Extends, perhaps, from BREAD
(money) but ‘cake’ has traditionally been associated with wealth
‘Qu’il mangent de la brioche” — ‘Let them eat cake’, attributed to
Queen Marie-Antoinette (1755-93) on being told that her people
had no bread us, 1965. 7 marijuana resin Uk 2001. 8 a round disc of
Crack cocaine Us, 1994. 9 a rural person. Derogatory IRELAND, 1991.

» get your cake to date your girlfriend us 2001 » off your
cake confused, drug-intoxicated. The latter meaning gained dates
from the late C20 and the distinction between the two senses may
be blurred Uk 2000

cake adjective 1 casy US, 196s. 2 homosexual. Clipped from FRUITCAKE
(@ homosexual man) Uk, 2001

cake boy noun an attractive, usually younger homosexual male us,
7995

cake-cutting noun short-changing us 1993

caked adjective 1 t0 be wealthy, monied. From CAKE (money).
Variants include ‘caked out’, ‘caked up’ and ‘cakeholed” Uk 1940s.
2 drug-intoxicated us, 1994

cake-eater noun 1 an effeminate young man, who may or may not
be homosexual. An important word of the flapper era, but seldom
heard thereafter us, 1976. 2 a person who enjoys performing oral
Sex on women s, 1967

cakehead noun an idiot, a fool ux 1998

cake hole noun 1 the vagina ux 2001. 2 the mouth. Also heard as
‘cake ‘ole” UK, 1943

cake-o adjective all right, correct, safe, suitable, what is required,
comfortable. Back slang for ok Uk 2001

cakes noun 1 the buttocks, especially female buttocks us 1993. 2 crack
cocaine UK, 2003

cake tin nickname the Wellington, New Zealand, sports stadium new
ZFALAND, 2001

cakewalk noun an easy or overwhelming success. Originally a boxing
term for an easy victory, then expanded to general use Us, 1897

cakey adjective foolish, daft Uk- SCOTLAND, 1985

calabash cut noun 2 haircut in which the hair is cut on a line
equidistant from the top of the head. A ‘calabash’ is a squash, and
the suggestion is that a hollowed out squash shell was used to
guide the scissors TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1990

calaboose noun a jail, especially a local one. From the Spanish
calabazo (dungeon) Us, 1792

calamity howler noun a person who predicts disaster us, 1592

Calamity Jane noun in a deck of playing cards, the queen of spades.
Martha Jane ‘Calamity Jane’ Canary (1852-1903) was a legendary
figure in the settling of the western US us, 1983

calbo noun heroin. Probably from a confusion of CABALLO (heroin) Uk

calc out verb t0 calculate something us 1999

calculator noun 1 in horse racing, a parimutuel clerk who calculates
odds us 1976. 2 in poker, a player skilled at assessing the hands of
other players us, 1988

Calcutta noun 1 butter. Rhyming slang Uk 199s. 2 a Calcutta sweep
AUSTRALIA, 1950

Calcutta sweeps; Calcutta sweep noun a type of sweepstake in
which contestants’ names are auctioned off AUSTRALIA, 1914

caleche noun in Quebec, a one-horse, two-wheeled carriage CANADA,
1963

calendar noun a prison sentence of one year uUs, 1926

calendar days; calendar time noun the bleed period of a
woman'’s menstrual cycle us, 1954

calf noun 1 a young teenage girl Us, 1959. 2 a Cadillac car us 1950 >see:
COW’S CALF. » have a calf to become emot\ona\l\/ overwrought;
to lose control. A variation born of HAVE A COW US, 1999

calf-lick noun a limp quiff, or a tuft of hair on someone’s forehead
which will not lie smoothly. Northern dialect in wider use Uk 1954

calf slobber noun meringue us, 190
calf’s tail noun the cord attached to a railway whistle us, 1946

Calgary Redeye noun a drink made of tomato juice and beer
CANADA, 1987

Cali noun 1 California us, 1930. 2 MDMA, the recreational drug best

known as ecstasy, originating in California. A shortening of
CALIFORNIA ECSTASY, 1999
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calibrate verb to correct someone’s information or opinion. Derives
from making minor adjustments to high-tech weaponry us, 2003

calico cluck noun a female railway worker us, 1975

Cali dreamers noun a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best
known as ecstasy. The whole plays on the song ‘California
Dreamin’ by The Mamas and Papas, 1966 Uk, 1999

Califas nickname California. Border Spanish used in English
conversation by Mexican-Americans us, 1974

California bankroll noun a single large-denomination note wrapped
around small-denomination note, giving the impression of a great
deal of money us, 1950

California bible noun a deck of playing cards us, 190

California blackjack noun in blackjack, an ace and a nine, which
produce a score of 20, not 21 us, 1982

California blankets noun newspaper used as bedding us, 1926
California C-note noun a ten-dollar note s, 1953

California coffee noun inexpensive wine s, 1976

California cornflakes noun cocaine us, 197

California Crybaby Division nickname in the Korean war, the 40th
California National Guard Division us, 1989

California ecstasy noun MDMA, the recreational drug best known
as ecstasy, originating in California 1999

California girl noun a variety of marijuana us, 2002

Californian noun a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best
known as ecstasy UK, 199

Californian northern lights noun a hybrid marijuana grown in
California. The northern lights (aurora borealis), a luminous atmos-
pheric display, is a metaphor for potent effects and a romantic
simile for the plant’s appearance uUs, 1999

California pimping noun working as a pimp in a relaxed, low-press-
ure style us, 1972

California quail noun a tablet of the recreational drug
methaqualone, the recreational drug best known as Quaaludes™
us, 1997

California sunrise noun 1 a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug
best known as ecstasy; a blend of amphetamine and caffeine
marketed as MDMA Uk, 1996. 2 LSD. A variation of CALIFORNIA
SUNSHINE UK, 1998

California sunshine noun LSD Us 1977

California tilt noun a car with the bonnet (hood) sloping downward
to a front end that is lower than the rear end us 1976

California tires noun tyres with little remaining tread us, 1971

California turnaround noun any powerful central nervous system

stimulant. So potent that a trucker who takes one can drive to
California and back us, 1976

Californicator noun a Californian, especially one who has moved to
Oregon or Washington state uUs, 1978

calipers noun dice that are true to an extremely minute tolerance,
approximately 1/1000th of a inch us, 1950

Cali red beard noun a distinctive marijuana grown in California us,
1999

call noun 1 an opinion; a prediction us, j999. 2 the initial flooding of
sensations after injecting heroin us, 1

call verb » call Earl to vomit us, 19s3. » call for a cab (of a
jockey) to make jerky arm movements as he battles to remain in
the saddle uk 1961. » call for Herb to vomit. An echoic play on
the sounds produced by a sudden expulsion of vomit AUSTRALIA,
1984 » call for Hughie to vomit. Onomatopoeic play on Hughie
as the involunatary sounds of vomiting. A joke current in the
1970s described getting drunk on green creme de menthe and
calling for television personality Hughie Green (1920-97) Uk, 1974.
» call for the butter to have completed a task or arrived at
your destination. Fishing skippers who claimed the ability to
locate fish by the taste of the bottom mud would smear butter on
a lead weight, lower it to the bottom, and then taste the mud
brought to the surface on the buttered lead us, 1975. » call hogs

to snore us, 1973. B call it on to challenge another gang to a gang
fight us, 19s5. » call Ralph to vomit us, 19s2. » call someone
full-mouth to address your elder without using an honorific Mr or
Mrs Guvana, 1995. » call someone raw to address your elder
without using an honorific Mr or Mrs ANGUILLA, 1995. B> call the
shots to be in a position of power; to direct the actions of others
Us, 19%7

callabo noun a collaboration Us, 2002

callalloo noun a confused set of circumstances; a mix-up. From the
name of a popular stew TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003

call book noun a list, formal or highly informal, kept by a pool
hustler, of locations where money can be made playing pool us,
1990

call boy noun 1 2 male prostitute whose clients book his services by

telephone us, 1942. 2 a boy or young man who called railway
workers to work us, 78

calley noun marijuana. From KALI and COLLIE JAMAICA, 1975

call girl noun a prostitute who makes bookings with customers by
telephone us, 1922

call house noun a brothel from which prostitutes are procured by
telephone us, 1913

callibogus noun an alcoholic drink of spruce beer, rum or whisky,
and molasses CANADA, 1995

calling card noun 1 a fingerprint us, 1940. 2 needle marks on a drug
user’s arm us, 1971. 3 during the Vietnam war, a printed card
identifying the unit, left on the bodies of dead enemy soldiers us,
1990

calling station noun in poker, an unskilled player who calls bets
prematurely us, 1979

call it verb while working as a prostitute, to state the price expected
for the service requested uk, 1987

Call Me God noun a CMG (Commander of the Order of St Michael
and St George). A pun elaborated on the initials; used by civil
servants demonstrating a jocular familiarity with the honour ux,
1961

call money noun a demand for payment of a debt us, 1959

call of the great outdoors noun a need to defecate or urinate. An
elaboration of ‘a call of nature” which is the conventional
euphemism Uk, 1965

call out verb to challenge someone to a fight us, 1950

call that George! used for expressing finality or completion
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1983

call-up noun in prison, a summons to a governor’s office UK, 2001

Cally nickname >see: CARLY

cally dosh noun money Uk, 1988

calmer noun a barbiturate or other central nervous system depress-
ant UK 1999

Calumet fever noun (among Ottawa valley lumbermen) fear of
riding logs down the slide at Calumet, Quebec CANADA, 1964

Calvin Klein noun 1 wine. Rhyming slang, formed on the name of
American fashion designer Calvin Klein (b.1942). Sometimes
shortened to ‘Calvin’ uk 199s. 2 a fine. Rhyming slang, formed on
the name of fashion designer Calvin Klein (b.1942) Uk, 1998

Calvin Klein special noun a mixture of cocaine and the rec-
reational drug ketamine. A back formation from the initials us, 1995

Calvins noun blue jeans or underwear designed by Calvin Klein us

1982

cam noun 1 camouflage. Military Uk 1995, 2 @ camera, 2003

Camberwell carrot noun an exceptionally long and fat marijuana
cigarette UK, 1987

Cambo adjective Camnbodian us 1976

Cambodian red noun marijuana from Cambodia. Named after its
reddish hue us, 1973

Cambodia trip noun a highly potent strain of marijuana from
Cambodia us, 196057
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Cambodie adjective Cambodian. Vietnam war usage Us, 1964

Camden Lock noun a shock. Rhyming slang, based on a vibrant area
of north London Uk, 1998

Camden rules noun poor table manners. A tribute to Camden, New
Jersey US, 198

came noun cocaine. Probably by misspelling or mishearing of ‘cane’
(cocaine) UK, 1953

camel noun 1 in twelve-step recovery programmes such as Alcoholics
Anonymous, a person who maintains sobriety. From the sense of
‘dry as a camel’ us 1998. 2 a poor performing racehorse AUSTRALIA
7989. 3 @ Marijuana cigarette Us, 197

camel driver noun an Arab us, 1985
camelfucker noun an Arab. Offensive Us, 199

camel jockey; camel jock noun a Arab; anyone mistaken for an
Arab. Used with contempt uUs, 1961

camel’s hump noun an act of defecation. Rhyming slang for bump
UK, 2003

camel stop noun a taxi stand. New York police slang; an allusion to
the preponderance of immigrants in New York’s taxi-driving
workforce uUs, 2003

camel toe noun the condition that exists when a tightfitting pair of
trousers, shorts, bathing suit or other garment forms a wedge or
cleft between a woman’s labia, accentuating their shape us, 1994

camera noun a police radar unit us 197

Camilla Parker-Bowles noun a Rolls Royce car, usually called a
‘rolls”. Rhyming slang, formed on the name of the mistress (later
wife) of Prince Charles, Prince of Wales. Variants are ‘Camilla
Parker’, ‘Parker-Bowles” and ‘Parker’ Uk, 1998

Camille noun 1 2 homosexual man who moves from one
unfortunate, failed love affair to another us, 1972. 2 a melodramatic
hospital patient who always feels on the verge of dying. From the
novel by Alexandre Dumas us, 1994

camisole noun a strait jacket used to restrain the violent or insane
US, 1949

cammies; camies noun a camouflage uniform us, 1971
€amo noun camouflage us, 1984

camouflage noun the disguise and staged personality assumed by
an expert card counter playing blackjack in a casino in the hope of
avoiding detection and ejection uUs, 1991

camp noun 1 ostentation, flamboyant behaviour; extravagance of
gesture, style etc; also, deliberately overt effeminacy used to signal
homosexuality. May be further refined (or otherwise) as HIGH CAMP
Or LOW CAMP US, 1999. 2 a dramatically effeminate homosexual man
In Australia not necessarily a flagrantly effeminate homosexual us,
1923. 3 @ habitual resting place for wild animals AUSTRALIA, 1947. & &
temporary location to stay at AUSTRALIA, 1994. § a resting or holding
place for stock animals AUSTRALIA, 1845. 6 a rest AUSTRALIA, 1899. 7 jall
Us 198, B in camp of a government or military officer, being
based away from the regular place of duty NDiA, 2003

camp verb 1 t0 exhibit humorously exaggerated, dramatic, effeminate
mannerisms (usually but not exclusively of a homosexual male).
Variants are ‘camp around’, ‘camp about’ and ‘camp it up’ us 192s.
2 to stay at a place temporarily, to have a short rest. Originally
(1840s) meaning ‘to stop travelling or working and set up a quick
camp for making refreshments’ AUSTRALIA, 1848, 3 tO Sit on a man’s
face during heterosexual love-making. A rare non-gay usage, from
the conventional sense ‘to take up temporary residence’ Uk, 2001.
4 (of wild animals) to rest or sleep AUSTRALIA, 1861

camp adjective 1 Ostentatious, effeminate, affected; usually applied to
behaviour or style. Possibly French in origin; however it may well
be an ironic reversal of ‘unkempt’ (ungroomed) or, less likely,
derive from the acronym KAMP: ‘known as male prostitute’ ux
j909. 2 homosexual. In Australia not necessarily flagrantly
effeminate AUSTRALIA, 1941

campaign noun » on a campaign drunk Uk 2002

campaign verb in horse racing, to run a racing stable as a business
us, 1951

camp as a row of tents adjective 1 flagrantly homosexual AUSTRALIA,
1965. 2 (often, but not exclusively, of homosexual men) ostentatious,
effeminate, extravagantly styled. Elaboration of CAMP (ostentatious,
etc.), punning on conventional ‘camping’. The phase is often
ornamented with adjectives that describe the tents as ‘frilly’, ‘pink’,
etc UK, 1967

camp as Christmas adjective (Often, but not exclusively, of homo-
sexual men) ostentatious, effeminate, extravagantly styled uk 1999

camp bitch noun an overtly, extravagently effleminate male homo-
sexual Us, 1964

camper noun 1 any person. Usually described as a ‘happy camper” or
‘unhappy camper’, but sometimes simply as a ‘camper’ Us, 19s7.
2 a restaurant customer who lingers too long at their table us, 1995

campery noun a showing-off of qualities that are considered camp
UK, 1976

campness noun a tendency towards or, simply, a quality of
effeminacy or flamboyance, hence of homosexual behaviour Uk,
1971

camp thief; camp robber nickname the grey jay or Canada jay. Also
known by these names in the US since 1893, this bird is nicknamed
for its habit of scrounging food at outdoor work and play sites
CANADA, 1893

campus noun a prison’s grounds us, 1982

campy adjective melodramatically and blatantly homosexual us, 1965

Cam red noun Cambodian red marijuana us, 2003

cam-stick noun a stick of face makeup used for camouflage. Military
UK, 2001

Cam trip noun a highly potent strain of marijuana from Cambodia.
An abbreviated form of CAMBODIA TRIP UK. 2001

can noun 1 a jail or prison Us, 1912. 2 a toilet; a bathroom or water
closet US 1914. 3 the buttocks UsS, 1974. 4 an imprecise amount of
marijuana, usually one or two ounces. Derived from the practice
in the 1940s of selling marijuana in Prince Albert tobacco cans us,
1967. 5 one ounce of marijuana. Probably from a pipe tobacco
container, possibly a shortening of ‘cannabis’ Us, 1959. 6 marijuana
Probably a shortening of ‘cannabis’ but possibly from ‘can’ (@
measured amount of cannabis) Uk 19s6. 7 a Saracen armoured-car
JK, 1995. 8 a railway tank carriage Us, 1946. 9 a car Us, 1970. 10 a safe
US, 1949. 11 in electric line work, an overhead transformer us, 19so.
12 in drag racing, nitromethane fuel us, 19s. » in the can not
trying to win us, 1957

can verb 1 to discharge someone from employment us, 190s. 2 to stop
something, to cease something us, 1906

canab noun marijuana. Also variant ‘canaib’. From the cannabis
plant 2001

Canada flash noun in the Canadian military, a visible identification
badge CANADA, 1995

Canada honker noun a Canada goose s, 1927

Canada potato noun a Jerusalem artichoke canADA, 1998

Canadian noun 1 a Jewish person us, 1950. 2 a multiple bet Uk 1997

Canadian bacon noun in homosexual usage, an uncircumcised
penis us,

Canadian black noun dark marijuana from Canada us, 199

Canadian bouncer noun the central nervous system depressant
Seconal™, manufactured in Canada us, 1971

Canadian passport noun a hair style in which the hair is worn
short at the front and long at the back. Most commonly known as
a MULLET US, 2000

Can Air noun a putative merged Air Canada/Canadian Airlines
conglomeration CANADA, 1991

canal boat noun the Horserace Totaliser Board, the Tote. Rhyming
slang. The Tote was created by an Act of Parliament in 1928. This
term (unlike synonymous NANNY GOAT) does not appear until after
1972 when the legislation was amended to allow the Tote to oper-
ate as an on-course bookmaker Uk, 1984

canal boats noun big shoes us, 1926
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canal conch noun a promiscuous woman. The ‘conch’ at issue is of
the vaginal type TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1985

canal wrench noun in oil drilling, a shovel us, 1954

canamo noun marijuana. From the Spanish cafiamo (hemp) and
cafiamo Iindio (cannabis) US, 1971

can-a-piss noun a can of beer NEW ZEALAND, 1998

canappa noun marijuana. The Italian name given to the cannabis
plant us, 1938

canary noun 1 a female singer Uk 18s5. 2 a police informer. Canaries
sing, as do informers us, 1929. 3 a person who is perceived to bring

bad luck us, 1974. 4 a capsule of pentobarbital sodium (trade name
Nembutal™), a central nervous system depressant uUs, 1973

canary verb to inform to the police Us 1958
can-can noun gOSSIP TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1956
cancel verb » cancel someone’s ticket to kill someone us 1970

Cancel Canada’s Freedom nickname For the Co-Operative
Commonwealth Federation, a leftist political party that evolved
into Canada’s New Democratic Party. The parody of the acronym
CCF arose from critics feeling that the party was too global in its
outlook and not nationalistic enough CANADA, 1985

cancelled stick noun a tobacco cigarette that has been emptied of
tobacco and refilled with marijuana us, 196

cancer noun 1 any artificial sweetener. Because of the belief that the
Sweeteners are carcinogens us, 198s. 2 rust or corrosion on a car
body us, 1975

Cancer Alley noun any area with high levels of environmental
carcinogens us, 19s1

cancer center noun a tobacco shop Us, 1955

cancer stick noun a cigarette us, 1958

Cancon noun Canadian Content, a percentage of which is required in
broadcasting CANADA, 2002

CanCult noun Canadian Culture. Subsidised by the government, and
enjoying a measure of world recognition, this industry is the site
of much infighting and jealousy CANADA, 2002

¢ and b there used as an invitation to an event TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO, 1987

¢ and d noun cocaine and marijuana Uk 1997

C and E noun 1 a member of the church who only goes to services
at Christmas and Easter Uk 1966. 2 in craps, a bet on any craps and
eleven uUs, 1985

C and H noun cocaine and heroin. A borrowing of a branded name
for sugar; sometimes used with the sugar company’s advertising
slogan: ‘pure cane sugar from Hawaii” us, 1950

can die! used for expressing despondency SINGAPORE, 2002

candle noun 1 a semi-solid stalactite of nasal mucus Uk 2000, 2 an
emergency flare us, 1971

candle money noun a pay-out on fire insurance. Police and
underworld use; derives from a candle left burning in an insured
property, perhaps deliberately uk 1953

candlestick noun in electric line work, a fiberglass downlead bracket
Us, 1980

C and M noun a mixture of cocaine and morphine us, 1950

can-do adjective confident, optimismtic us, 1921

candy noun 1 any barbiturate capsule Us 1969. 2 cocaine us, 1937. 3 @
sugar cube treated with LSD us 1972. 4 crack cocaine Uk, 2003.
5 inexpensive plastic or acrylic jewellery us, 1949. 6 cash uS, 2003.
7 anything good or enjoyable us, 19s4. 8 a girl with extremely
conservative sexual mores

candy verb t0 enhance a marijuana cigarette with another drug us,
1982

candy adjective excellent us,

candy apple red noun bright red; in hot rodding, a clear coated
metallic red paint us, 193

candy-armed adjective injured. Used for describing pitchers in the
game of baseball Us, 1953

candy-ass noun a weak person us, 1970

candy-ass; candy-assed adjective weak, ineffective, timid us, 1952

candy-bar punk; candy-bar fag noun a male prisoner whose sex-
ual favours are bought with purchases from the prison shop us, 1972

candy butcher noun a walking vendor who sells sweets us 1966

candy C; candy cee noun cocaine. An elaboration of CANDY
(cocaine) by combination with ¢ (cocaine) Us, 1953

candycaine; candycane noun cocaine. Punning on the Christmas
hard peppermint ‘candy cane’ and ‘cocaine’ us, 1989

candy flip noun 1 2 combination of LSD and MDMA, the rec-
reational drug best known as ecstasy, taken at the same time us,

. 2an LSD-based drug-experience enhanced with a multiplicity
of other intoxicants. From CANDY (cocaine) us, 199%

candy floss noun the recovered entrails of someone who has been
hit by a train. From the technique employed Uk 2002

candy grabbers noun in electric line work, channel lock pliers us,
1980

candy kid noun a girl who wears a lot of inexpensive plastic or
acrylic jewellery CANADA, 2002

candy maker noun a male homosexual who masturbates a partner
to ejaculation and then licks and swallows the semen s, 1964

candyman noun 1 a drug dealer, especially a cocaine dealer; a heavy
cocaine user Us, 1969. 2 a field enforcement official of the Federal
Communication Commission us, 1976

candy pail noun a chamber pot cAanADA, 1987

candy stick noun a cigarette with a menthol filter us 7984

candy store noun a casino with rules that favour gamblers us, 1991

candystore dice noun mass-produced dice that are imperfect even
when unaltered by a cheat us, 1974

candy striper noun a teenaged volunteer nursing assistant in a
hospital. From their pink and white uniforms us, 193

candy wagon noun in trucking, a truck with a light load us 1942

candy wrapper noun a hundred-dollar note. Probably because of its
association with the snorting of cocaine, or ‘nose candy’ us, 1983

cane noun 1 a short crowbar used by criminals for breaking and
entering. An ironic allusion to a gentleman’s cane Uk 1937. 2 sugar
Us, 1990 I>see: CAINE

cane verb 1 to defeat someone in a humiliating fashion Uk 1937. 2 to
have sex us, 196s. 3 to do something to excess or, at least, to the
limit Uk 2001. » cane the loop to play the 9th, 10th and 11th
holes at St Andrews golf course, Scotland, in two under par UK 1986

caned adjective drug-intoxicated, drunk Uk, 1997

cane it verb 1 to drive at speed. To ‘cane’ (to punish) a motor vk,
. 210 react, especially beyond sensible physical limitations, to
chemical stimulants taken recreationally Uk, 2002

can house noun a brothel us, 1906

Caniac noun an ice hockey fan of the Montreal Canadiens who
travels to other cities to see playoff games. The term comes from
the combining into one word of shortened forms of ‘Canadiens’
and ‘maniacs’ CANADA, 2002

can | do you now, sir? a catchprase that is usually appropriate to
context. Adopted from the radio comedy /t's That Man Again,
otherwise known as /TMA, that was broadcast on the BBC from
1939-49; the catchphrase was spoken by Mrs Mopp, the office
char, played by Dorothy Summers. Still heard occasionally Uk, 1939

can | speak to you? used as the commonest euphemism for 'Are
you willing to listen to a corrupt proposal I am about to put to
you?' Uk, 1977

canister noun 1 a safe Us 1950. 2 the head Uk 2000
can it! be quiet!; stop talking! us 1919

cankle noun a thick ankle. Possibly, as a compound of ‘calf” and
‘ankle’ us, 2000

CanLit noun Canadian Jiterature CANADA, 2002
cannatt noun a mean, insignificant, unpleasant person IRELAND, 1992
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canned adjective 1 tipsy, drunk us, 1978, 2 of music, recorded,
especially to serve as background music. Derogatory Uk, 1904.
3 recorded, repetitive US, 1903

canned goods noun 1 a virgin us, 197. 2 a male who has never
experienced passive anal sex us, 1972

canned heat noun a gel formed with liquid ethanol and saturated
calcium acetate solution; when ignited, the alcohol in the gel
burns. Used as a source of fuel in portable cooking stoves and as a
source of alcohol by truly desperate derelicts us, 1950

canned up adjective drunk on canned beer or lager Uk 1999
cannibal noun a person who performs oral sex us, 1916

cannon noun 1 a large handgun s 1s46. 2 a large surfboard designed
for big-wave conditions us, an extra large marijuana cigarette
UK 1999. @ @ muscular arm us, 1989. 5 a pickpocket Us, 1909

cannonball noun 1 an express train us 1592, 2 a dive in which the
diver grips and tucks their knees against their chest to maximise
the splash us, 1949

cannonball adjective (used of a road race) unofficial, illegal us, 1922

cannon-cocker noun a member of an artillery unit. Vietnam war
usage Us, 1952

cannon fodder noun infantry soldiers. Used with sympathy or
derision by journalists, agitators and, occasionally, the troops Uk
1948

canny noun a bird; a pheasant. English gypsy use UK 2000

canoe noun a Marijuana cigarette which burns unevenly or is holed.
The resemblance to a simple canoe: ‘a log with a hole in one
side’, 2001

canoe verb 1 t0 have sex Us, 1954. 2 (used of a marijuana cigarette) to
burn only on the top us, 1989

canoe inspection noun a medical inspection of a woman’s genitals
for signs of a sexually transmitted disease Us, 1964

canoe licking noun the act of oral sex on a woman us, 2001

canoe-maker noun a forensic pathologist. From the image of the
body on the autopsy table, opened up to resemble a canoe us, 1970

Canoe U nickname the US Naval Academy at Annapolis. The 1998
Naval Academy yearbook included a CD-ROM supplement entitled
Canoe U, providing a virtual tour of the Naval Academy us, 1963

can of coke noun a joke. Rhyming slang Uk 1998
can off verp to fall off nEw ZEALAND, 1984

can of gas noun a small butane torch used in the preparation of
crack cocaine us, 1992

can of oil; canov noun a boil. Usually reduced vk 1961

can of striped paint noun a mythical task assigned to a newly
hired helper us, 193

can of whip-ass; can of whup-ass noun a notional repository for a
physical beating us, 1984

can of worms noun 1 a complex issue or situation, consideration of
which may cause further problems, scandal or unpleasantness us,
1927. 2 @ can of c-ration spaghetti us, 1997

canonical adjective in computing, in the usual and accepted form
Literally, ‘according to religious law’ Us, 1981

can opener noun a curved bar used by criminals to prize open a
safe Us, 1949

can or no can used for expressing the decision-making process
used by a big-wave surfers us, 1991

cans noun 1 the female breasts us 1
3 money. English gypsy use Uk, 2000

can shooter noun a criminal who specialises in breaking into safes
US, 1949

can s;);nner noun a tin opener. Royal Navy use Uk, 1979

cantaloupe noun a misfit; an outcast Us, 1985

cantaloups noun dice weighted by a cheat to show a four, five or six
us, 1983

can’t be bad! used as an expression of, sometimes envious,
approval or congratulation Uk, 1964

59. 2 headphones CANADA, 1977.

canteen noun 1 a truck stop us, 197. 2 goods purchased against
earnings credited, or cash. Prison use UK 1978

canteen boat noun the rear craft in a sea-borne minesweeping for-
mation UK 1995

canteen cowboy noun 1 a ladies’ man, especially one who loiters in
the NAAFI (the armed forces shop or canteen) for the purpose of
meeting women. Royal Air Force use, still current in the 1970s.
Formed on US DRUGSTORE COWBOY (a young man who loiters in or
around a drugstore for the purpose of meeting women) UK 1943.
2 a railway employee on an unexpected or extended tea break vk,
1970. 3 an orderly corporal on duty in a Royal Air Force Station
Institute, NAAFI or Junior Ranks’ Club. Roughly contemporary with
the sense as ‘ladies” man’; still current in the early 1970s UK 1961

canteen letters noun an extra two letters per week if an inmate
pays for stamps. Prison use UK 1978

canteen punk noun a prisoner who engages in sexual acts for
payment in goods bought at the prison canteen or shop us, 1974

canter noun the speed with which a prisoner believes that his prison
sentence will race by. From conventional ‘canter’ (a horse’s easy
speed of movement, not quite a gallop), thus a prisoner’s boast of
an ‘easy ride’ UK: SCOTLAND, 2000

can’t go swimming experiencing the bleed period of a woman’s
menstrual cycle us 1999

can’t hear you - your mouth’s full of shit used as a refusal to
acknowledge what someone else is saying, implying that what is
being spoken is nonsense or offensive. Used by some comedians
as a ‘heckle put-down’ Uk, 1994

can’t-help-it noun an imagined disease. From an earlier sense of
the term as ‘menstruation’ us, 1919

can’t-miss noun in horse racing, a racehorse that is a sure thing to
win a race to the extent that a sure thing is a sure thing us, 1951

can to can’t all day, from early morning (when you can just see) to
late evening (when you can't see) us, 1979

can’t-see-um noun any small, annoying insect us, 19ss

can’t take you anywhere! used as a jocular reprimand to a
companion who has just said or done something contrary to the
accepted social code; or (replacing you with him or her) to the
company at large, as a humorous acknowledgement of such a faux
pas UK, 1975

Canuck noun a Canadian, especially a French-Canadian. Insulting.
Most likely to be heard in portions of the US bordering Canada.
During the 1972 campaign for US President, a newspaper in New
Hampshire printed an anonymous letter accusing candidate
Senator Muskie of having used the term ‘Canuck’ to describe the
state’s French-Canadian population. The sound and fury created
by the accusation stunned Muskie, and by the time it was learnt
that the letter had been a concoction of President Nixon's election
campaign the damage had been done us, 1835

Canuck adjective Canadian. Insulting us, 1955
can-up noun a particularly bad fall while skiing us, 1963

canvas noun 1 a strait jacket us 1%9. 2 a sports shoe, whether or not
made from canvas Fi, 1997

canvasback noun a boxer or fighter whose lack of skills leads him to
find himself on his back us, 1955

canyon noun the vagina us, 1950
canyon-dive noun oral sex performed on a woman us, 1950

canyon slicker noun a condom. Combines CANYON (the vagina) with
a waterproof outergarment Uk, 7998

cap noun 1 a bullet; a shot us, 1925. 2 a capsule of drugs us 1929. 3 a
psychoactive mushroom. Conventionally, the domed upper part of
a mushroom; possibly an abbreviation of ‘liberty cap’, the name
given to psilocybin mushrooms us, 1999. 4 the amount of
marijuana that will fit into the plastic cap of a tube of lip gloss us,
1989. § crack cocaine. Sometimes in the plural uk 199s. 6 used as a
term of address for someone whose actions are provoking physical
violence. Hawaiian youth usage; an abbreviated form of ‘capillary’
US, 1982. 7 captain us, 1759. 8 a capital letter. Originally used by
printers, then publishers and authors uk, 1937. 9 a recapped tyre us,
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7971. 10 the penis F, 1993. 11 in casino gambling, a chip of one
denomination on top of a stack of chips of another denomination
s, 1991

cap verb 1 t0 package a drug in capsules us 1952, 2 to shoot someone
Us, 1970. 3 tO insult someone in a competitive, quasi-friendly spirit;
to outdo someone Us, 1944. 410 Steer business to someone s, 1973.
5 in casino gambling, to add to an existing bet, usually illegally us,
7980. 6 tO assist in a fraudulent scheme by fast talk that helps lure
the victim into the swindle Uk 1811, 7 to fly on combat air patrol
(CAP). Royal Air Force use UK, 19

Cape Breton attache case noun a plastic bag canaDA, 1950
Cape Cod turkey noun salt cod Us, 1855

Cape Doctor noun the strong southeasterly trade wind that blows in
Cape Town over summer SOUTH AFRICA, 1861

cape horn noun a condom. The southernmost tip of the South
American continent puns on ‘cape’ (an outer garment, often
waterproof) worn on a HORN (the erect penis). A similar pun was
behind the C19 sense, now obsolete, as ‘the vagina’ - the
southernmost tip, often subject to stormy weather, where many
men have been lost UK 1998

capella noun a hat. An affected elaboration of ‘cap’; easily confused
with the obsolete sense (a coat) which derives directly from Italian
UK, 1993

Cape of Good Hope noun 1 soap. Rhyming slang, based on the
South African headland; sometimes shortened to ‘cape’ UK 1925.
2 the Pope. Rhyming slang uk 1994

caper noun 1 a criminal undertaking, especially a swindle or theft us,
1925. 2 that which is going on; business; an undertaking AUSTRALIA,
1954. 3 the time devoted to pleasure; a hedonistic lifestyle. Probably
from the conventional sense (a dance) Uk, 2001. & cocaine.
Etymology uncertain; possibly rhyming slang: ‘cape of good hope’,
for ‘dope’ Uk 2001. 5 a costume worn for erotic effect Uk 2002

caper verb to commit a criminal undertaking, especially a swindle or
theft us, 1976

caper car noun a car used for a crime and then abandoned s, 1931

capey; capie noun a person who is part of the non-white, or
‘coloured” population in South Africa’s Cape province. A term that
has survived apartheid SOUTH AFRICA, 1977

capisce?; capeesh? do you understand? Thanks to gangster films
and television programmes, almost always a blatant affectation
with an organised, Sicilian ring to it us, 1977

capital adjective attractive, good-looking us, 2001

capital H noun heroin. An embellishment of H (heroin) us, 1975
capital prize noun a sexually transmitted infection us, 1948
cap man noun a confederate in a swindle Us, 1971

Cap’n Crunch nickname a captain of a British Columbia provincial
ferry who had a spectacular collision CANADA, 1989

€apo noun a leader of a Mafia organisation us, 1952

capon noun an effeminate or homosexual male Us, 1945
cap on verb to look at someone or something us, 1971
capoonkle adjective confusing, confused us, 1952

capper noun 1 a clincher; something that beats all others Uk, 1960.
2in a drug-selling enterprise, a person who fills capsules with a
drug us 1958. 3 in a confidence swindle, a person who lures the
victim into the swindle. From the verb CAP US, 7753. 4 in an auction,
a dummy bidder us, 1853

caps noun heroin UK 1993
capsula noun crack cocaine Uk 2003
capsule con noun a prisoner convicted on drug charges us, 1970

captain noun 1 a railway conductor Us 1946. 2 the person buying the
drinks AUSTRALIA 1953. B out with the captain out drinking.
Especially in the Maritime provinces, the Captain is of course
Captain Morgan rum CANADA, 2001

Captain Bob nickname corrupt businessman Robert Maxwell
(1923-1991) UK, 1994

Captain Cook adjective ill. Rhyming slang for crook (ill), formed on
the name of explorer Captain James Cook (1728—1779) AUSTRALIA,
2002

Captain Cook; captain’s noun a look. Rhyming slang, after Captain
James Cook, 1728-79, British sea explorer who ‘discovered’ the
east coast of Australia AUSTRALIA, 1960

Captain Grimes nickname The Times newspaper. Rhyming slang ux
ENGLAND, 1982
Captain Hicks noun in craps, the number six Us, 1941

Captain Kirk noun a Turk. Rhyming slang, based on a famous
character of the original television and film science fiction
adventure series Star Trek, since 1969 UK, 1998

captain of the head noun an orderly assigned to latrine duty us

1947

captain’s log noun 1 a lavatory. Rhyming slang for ‘bog’, based on a
famous detail of television and film science fiction adventure
series Star Trek, since 1969 Uk, 1998. 2 the penis. A Star Trek cliché
punning on WooD (the erect penis) Us, 2001

captain’s man noun a police officer designated to pick up bribes
from criminals for his superior officers us, 1972

Captain Trips nickname Jerry Garcia (1942-1995), lead guitarist and
spiritual bedrock of the Grateful Dead us, 1994

capture noun an arrest and imprisonment UK, 1958

capture verb » capture the bishop (of a male) to masturbate
Punning ‘capture” with ‘to lay hands on’; a variation of BASH THE
BISHOP (to masturbate) UK, 2005

capun noun capital punishment us, 1992
caput adjective >see: KAPUT

cap work noun the alteration of dice for cheating by making them
resilient on certain surfaces, which makes them more likely to
bounce off the altered sides us, 1950

car noun 1 a clique of prisoners Us, 1989. 2 a radio US 2002. 3 in
lobstering, a slatted box in the water in which lobsters are kept
until they are sold us, 1978

caramel noun » drop a caramel to defecate Uk SCOTLAND, 1958
caramel adjective mixed race us, 1994

caramello noun a type of hashish from Morocco. From the Spanish
for ‘caramel’; the Spanish spell the word with one | UK 2003

caravan nickname the section of Mountjoy jail where members of
the travelling community are incarcerated IRELAND, 199

carb noun a carburettor Us 1942

car banger noun a criminal who specialises in stealing from cars us,
1982

carbie; carby noun a carburettor NEW ZEALAND, 1956

carbo noun carboyhydrates us, 1977

carbolic dip noun the bath or shower with carbolic dip given to
prisoners when they arrive at a prison us, 1950

car bra noun a cover placed on the front of a car in the hope or
belief that it will foil radar speed-detection us, 1930

carburettor noun a tube with holes used for smoking marijuana; a
hole that is designed to let air into a pipe used for smoking
marijuana. As its automotive namesake forces a mixture of fuel
and oxygen into an engine, the marijuana-related carburettor
forces a mixture of marijuana smoke and air into the smoker’s
lungs us, 1967

carcass noun One’s body; oneself AUSTRALIA, 1956
car catcher noun a rear brakeman on a freight train us, 1946

car clout noun a thief who breaks into and steals the contents of
cars us, 192

card noun 1 a tactic held in reserve and then used to win an advan-
tage. Usually in the expression ‘playing the (fill in the blank) card’
Us, 1973. 2 an eccentric; a lively personality Uk, 1s3s. » go through
the card to have everything on offer; to cover something
comprehensively. Originally, ‘to back every winning horse at a race-
meeting.” ux 1977. » on the card in railway slang, on time us, 1977
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card verb 1 t0 ask someone for proof of age before selling or serving
them alcohol us, 1975. 2 to trade credit card numbers illegally Uk
1998

cardboard noun in horse racing, a betting ticket AUSTRALIA, 1989

cardboard box noun any sexually transmitted infection. Rhyming
slang for POX UK 1980

cardboard caver noun in caving and pot-holing, a caver who gives
up at the first sign of wetness. Derogatory Uk 2004

cardboard city noun a prison segregation unit. Derives from the fact
that the furniture in such prison cells is often made from
cardboard Uk, 199

card-carrying adjective devout, dedicated. First used in the late
1940s to describe fervent leftists in the US as ‘card-carrying
Communists’, the term was given new life in 1988 when
Democratic presidential candidate Michael Dukakis described
himself as a ‘card-carrying member of the American Civil Liberties
uUnion’ us, 1963

cardenales noun barbiturates. From the Spanish for ‘cardinal’ (a red
bird) us, 1997

carder noun a person employed to place prostitutes” advertising
cards in telephone boxes and other public places Uk, 1994

cardi; cardie; cardy; Cardi noun 1 a cardigan knitted woollen
jacket. Named after James Brudenell, the seventh Earl of Cardigan
(1797-1868) whose cavalry troops, during the Crimean War
(1853-56), wore a similar garment for warmth vk 19s7. 2 an inhabi-
tant of the country of Ceredigion, formerly Cardiganshire; any
person who is reluctant to part with cash. Probably originates with
the frugal practices of Cardiganshire hill farmers uk: WALES, 2002

cardies noun electronic gambling machines that display playing
cards AUSTRALIA, 1998

cardinal noun » the cardinal is home used for conveying that
the speaker is experiencing the bleed period of the menstrual
cycle us, 1980

card mob noun two or more card cheats working together us, 1979

cards noun » on the cards likely, probable Uk 1849

cards speak noun in high-low poker, the rule that players need not
declare whether they are playing for a low or high hand us, 199

card surfing noun 1 a moving of custom between credit cards to
achieve financial advantage Uk 2000. 2 a criminal act in which a
criminal closely observes a person using an automatic cash
machine (by looking over his or her shoulder) and notes the per-
sonal identity number that is enterered on the keypad; the user’s
card is subsequently stolen, without making the user aware of the
theft, and fraudulent withdrawals of cash are the criminal’s reward.
Also known as ‘shoulder surfing’ us, 1992

care verb » not care less to be absolutely unconcerned us 196

care bear noun a person working in a prison who is seen to be too
sympathetic to the prisoners’ needs. Derogatory; based on cute
cartoon characters The Care Bears, originally created in 1981 for
US greeting cards, and subsequently animated for television and
film UK, 199%

career girl noun a ewe that refuses to nurse her young nNew ZEALAND,
2002

career mangler noun in the Canadian military, a Career Manager
CANADA, 1995

care factor: zero! noun | don't care about what you just said! us,
1997

CARE package noun 1 a box of treats and/or necessities, sent to
someone away from home with the hope of cheering them up.
Suggested by CARE packages sent by the United Nations us, 1962.
2 a small amount of a drug disguised for safe carrying and later
use UK, 1983

careware noun computer software offered free by its developer, with

the request that the user make a contribution to a charity in place
of paying a fee for the software us, 1991

carga noun heroin. Border Spanish used in English conversation by
Mexican-Americans, from its literal sense as ‘a charge (of
explosive)' US 1965

€argo noun ostentatious jewellery worn as a status symbol Uk 1994

carhop noun 1 an employee in a drive-in restaurant who serves
customers in their cars Us, 1939. 2 a girl who chooses partners on
the basis of their car us, 1995

cariole noun a horse-drawn sleigh CANADA, 1965

carjack verp to steal a car from its driver under threat of bodily
harm. An elision of ‘car’” and ‘hijack’ us, 1991

car jockey noun 1 a race car driver us 1977. 2 a parking attendant us
1956

cark; kark verb to die. Origin unknown. Suggestions that it is from
‘carcass’, or from ‘cark’ (the harsh cry of a crow) are not very
CONVINCING AUSTRALIA, 1977

car key noun a screwdriver used for breaking into cars Uk 199%

cark it; kark it verb to die AUSTRALIA, 1952

Carl Rosa noun a poser, a poseur; hence, as ‘the old Carl Rosa’, fraud
or deceipt. Rhyming slang, formed on the name of German
musician Carl Rosa, 1842-89; in 1873 he founded the Carl Rosa
Opera which is now Britain’s oldest opera company Uk, 1977

Carly; Cally nickname lager manufacturers Carlsberg™; lager
manufactured by Carlsberg™. ‘Carly’ may be used for the basic
brand lager or Carlsberg Special Brew, or combined with ‘extra’ for
Carlsberg Extra, and ‘special’ for Carlsberg Special Brew Uk
SCOTLAND, 1988

carmabis noun marijuana. A visual pun on the word ‘cannabis’ and
a quasi-spiritual reference to KARMA (fate); possibly an error in
spelling or reading us, 1977

carn! come onl A call of encouragement especially common
amongst sports spectators. Eye-dialect rendering of typical
Australian pronunciation. Commonly preceding the name of a
team beginning with ‘the’, e.g. ‘carn the Blues’ (come on the
Blues) AUSTRALIA, 1965

carna used in exortations AUSTRALIA, 1967

carnal noun among Mexican-Americans, a very close male friend.
Border Spanish used in English conversation by Mexican-
Americans Us, 1950

carnapper noun a person who habitually steals cars. On the pattern
of 'kidnapper” uk, 1984

carne noun heroin. From the Spanish for ‘meat’ us 1986
carney; carny noun a carnival Us, 1931

carnie noun 1 2 young person under the legal age of consent. An
abbreviated reference to ‘carnal knowledge’; sometimes
embellished as ‘carnie kid'. NEwW ZEALAND, 1984. 2 a carnation
AUSTRALIA, 1968. 3 COCaiNe UK 2003

carnival croquet noun the shell game s, 1966

carnival louse noun a person who follows a carnival from town to
town and associates with carnival employees, but is not one
himself us, 1981

carny noun 1 any person employed by or associated with a travelling
carnival us, 1939. 2 the insider’s language used by carnival workers
Us, 1948

carny Bible noun the Amusement Business magazine us, 1985

carny divorce noun an arrangement in which a man and woman
who are living together without benefit of a wedding end their
relationship, often consisting of one ride backwards around on a
ferris wheel us, 1985

carny’s Christmas noun Labor Day (the first Monday in September)
Us, 1981

carny wedding noun an arrangement in which a man and woman
live together without benefit of a wedding, often consisting of one
ride around on a ferris wheel us, 1980

Carolina noun 1 in craps, a nine us, 1950. 2 a friend, a mate. A
Glasgow rhyming slang extension of ‘china plate’ (mate), a piece of
Cockney rhyming slang Uk, 19ss

Carolina spread noun significant weight gain below the waist us, 1981

Carolina stocker noun in drag racing, a stock car with illegal
equipment or with an illegally large engine us, 198
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carp noun 1 anchovies as a pizza topping us, 199%. 2 a black prisoner
Us, 1989. 3 a carpenter, especially on a theatre set us, 1952

car park noun an informer. Rhyming slang for NARK (an informer) ux,
1992

carped adjective drug-intoxicated Uk, 199%
carpenter noun an orthopaedist Us 1994

carpenter’s dream noun a flat-chested woman. From the pun ‘flat
as a board, and easy to screw’ uUs, 1974

carpet noun 1 a three month period of imprisonment. A shortening
of ‘carpet bag’ rhyming slang for ‘drag’ an obsolete term for ‘a
three month sentence’; this origin is now mainly forgotten;
therefore it has since been reasoned that ‘carpet’ is so-called
because it easy to do Uk, 1903. 2 a three year sentence of
imprisonment Uk, 195. 3 in betting, odds of 3—-1 UKk 19%7. 4a sum
of £3 Uk 1954. 5 three hundred pounds, £300. Ticket-touting slang.
Also spelled ‘carpits’ Uk, 2002. 6 an artificial grass playing surface us,
1975. » clean the carpet (of a female) to masturbate us, 2001
» matching carpet and drapes; carpet and drapes that
match applied to a person, usually a woman, whose hair is
neither bleached nor dyed. A jocular suggestion that the hair on
the head is of the same natural shade as the pubic hair us, 1999

carpet and a half noun in betting, odds of 7-2. In bookmaker
slang CARPET is 3-1, here the addition of a half increases the odds
to 3% -1 0r 7-2 UK 1991

carpetbagger noun a person who interferes in local politics without
being a true part of the local community us, 1868

carpet burger noun oral sex performed on a woman us, 2001

carpet burn noun a rawness of the skin due to frictional contact
with a carpet. On the model of ‘rope-burn’. Tends to be used
mainly of knees and elbows and generally in the context of
wounds received in the course of unconventionally located love-
making us, 1986

carpet control noun an obsessive belief, held whilst under the influ-
ence of crack cocaine, that there are useable traces of crack
cocaine on the floor. A variation on CARPET PATROL. From a discreet
correspondent UK 2001

carpet crawler noun a young child us 1976

carpet game noun a swindle in which the swindler holds and then
steals the wallet of a customer going to see a non-existent
prostitute us, 197

carpet joint noun a fancy, high-class casino us, 19

carpet muncher noun a cunnilinguist; hence, and especially, a
lesbian us, 1994

carpeto; carpito noun thirty pounds £30. Ticket-touting slang. From
CARPET (£300) UK 2002

carpet patrol noun smokers of crack cocaine who search the floor
for droppings of crack cocaine Uk, 1998

carpet slashing noun a dance party. From the more common cuT A
RUG US, 1947

carpet walker noun a drug addict us, 1971

car-popping noun car-theft. From PoP (to steal) Uk, 1995

Carrie; Carrie Nation; Carry; Carry Nation noun cocaine us, 1955

carrier pigeon noun a messenger or courier us, 1933

carrot noun a marijuana cigarette uUs, 2007

carrot cruncher noun (from an urban perspective) a country-dweller
UK 1977

carrot eater; carrot snapper noun a Mormon. Offensive Us, 195

carrot-top noun a red-headed person us, 1859

carry noun 1 any victim of a crime who must be taken from the
scene by stretcher us, 1958. 2 a consignment or substantial quantity
of drugs Uk, 19%

Carry noun [>see: CARRIE

carry verb 1 to carry a firearm us, 1971. 2 to be in possession of drugs
US, 19%1. 3 t0 have surplus money UK: NORTHERN IRELAND, 19%. & tO
lead or be in charge of something us 1972. » carry a big spoon

to stir up trouble AUSTRALIA, 1959. B> carry a case to be out of
prison on bail. A neat play on a basic travel requirement and a
‘court case’ UK 199. B carry a torch to yearn for an unrequited
love or a love affair that is over; to be devoted to someone
without having your devotion reciprocated us j927. B carry it to
the door to serve all of a prison sentence us, zooz. B carry news
O gossip TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1970. B carry someone’s bags to
be romantically involved with someone us i973. B carry the
banner to stay up all night us 19s0. » carry the bug in circus
usage, to work as a night watchman. From BUG (a torch) us, 19s1.
» carry the can back; carry the can to take the blame or
punishment on behalf of another; to be made a scapegoat; to do
the dirty work while another gets the credit. Navy origins Uk, 1929.
» carry the mail 1 to buy drinks AUSTRALIA, 7965. 2 tO commit a
murder for hire us, 1971. 3 to move quickly us, 1945. B carry the
shit bucket to perform the lowliest tasks AUSTRALIA, 1977. B> carry
the silks in horse racing, to race for a particular owner us 19s7.
» carry the stick to live without a fixed abode us 1975. B carry
the target in horse racing, to run in the last position for an
entire race us, 1975. » carry the wheels to accelerate so quickly
that the vehicle’s front wheels lift off the ground us, 19ss. B carry
your bat out in cricket, to survive your team’s innings
undismissed UK 1934

carryall noun a vehicle for transport, either wheeled or on rails for
SNOW CANADA, 1963

carry-away noun a robbery in which a safe is taken and opened at
leisure away from the crime scene us, 1958

carry day noun in television and film-making, a day in which the
cast and crew are paid but do not have to work us 199

carry down verb t0 arrest Someone TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1971

carrying all before her adjective of a woman, having a generous
bust or obviously pregnant. Jocular Uk 1984

carryings-on noun conspicuous behaviour Uk, 1859

carrying weight adjective depressed. Beatniks' use, late 1950s-60s;
from the notion of being under a heavy burden Uk 1984

Carry Nation noun [>see: CARRIE

carry-on noun 1 a fuss; an uproar; an outbreak of excited behaviour
UK 1890. 2 any continuing activity or catalogue of details Uk 2001

carry on verb 1t0 behave in a conspicuous way, to make a fuss Uk
1828. 210 be involved in a flirtatious or adulterous relationship.
Generally phrased ‘carry on with’, specifying the other person Uk

18%. 3 10 act in an ostentatiously effeminate manner in public us,
1963

carry tos noun (around Shigawake in the Gaspe) social welfare. The
word is pronounced ‘carry toss” CANADA, 1998

carry your ass! go away! GUYANA 1998

carsey; karsey noun a brothel. From the [talian casa (@ house)
which is also its original use Uk 2002

car-shop verb to break into a car to steal its contents us, 1997

cart verb 1 to carry something somewhere. From the conventional

sense (to transport by cart) Uk 1964. 2 in cricket, to hit the ball or
attack the bowling with unrestrained power Uk 1903

Carter’s Little Liver Pills noun any central nervous system stimu-
lant uUs, 1976

cart-nap verb to steal a shopping trolley. A jocular combination of
‘cart’ and ‘kidnap’ Uk, 19%

car toad; car tink; car tonk; car whacker noun a railway
inspector. Named for the squatting position taken when inspecting
the underside of a car us, 1945

carton-pusher noun a person who sells cigarettes that have been
stolen or smuggled from a state with lower taxes us, 1978

car trick noun an act of sex between a prostitute and customer in a
car us, 1968

carts; cartz noun a man’s genitalia Uk 1992

cartucho noun a package containing marijuana cigarettes, equivalent
to a packet of cigarettes. From ‘cartouche’ (a roll or case of paper,

etc., containing a charge for a firearm), or Spanish cartucho (a roll
or case of paper) UK 1986
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cartwheel noun 1 a feigned drug withdrawal spasm s, 193. 2 an
amphetamine tablet us, 196s. 3 a silver dollar piece us, 1949

cartzo; catso; cartes noun the penis. From ltalian cazzo (to thust)
UK, 1702

carve verb 1 in skateboarding, to take a turn sharply us 1976. 2 in
surfing, to change the course of the surfboard by digging it into
the water us, 1980. 3 in mountain biking, to travel at great speed
around corners us, 19%. & in foot-propelled scootering, to turn
sharply while in mid-jump. Glossed as ‘pulling off a big, fast, aerial
SCOOt-turn’ Uk, 2000. 5 to outplay another musician in a competition
of solos us, 1970. » carve some beef to grant sexual favours; to
consent to sex us, 2001, B carve someone’s knob to make
someone understand us, 1953, » carve up the mob to surf
recklessly through a crowd of surfers or swimmers AUSTRALIA, 1964.
» carve yourself a slice from the male point of view, to have
Sex UK 1984

carved up adjective (used of a bodybuilder) without fat us 1984

carve-up noun 1 a fight; a battle; a gang war Uk 19s7. 2 an act of poor
driving in which one vehicle cuts in front of another Uk 19s4. 3 a
division of loot, profits or the legacy of a will Uk, 1935. 4 a swindle
UK, 1937

carve up verb 1 0f a driver, to cut in front of another vehicle and
force the driver of that vehicle to brake or take other emergency
action Uk 1984, 2 to spoil the chances of another’s business Uk, 191.
3 to swindle an accomplice out of a share Uk 1937

carvie noun 1 a fellow prisoner who shares in a supply of tobacco,
perhaps by subscription to a common supply Uk 1950. 2 a prisoner
who deals in contraband tobacco; a tobacco baron. From the
earlier sense (a prisoner who shares your tobacco). This sense
describes the prisoner who carves up the supply Uk 199

carving knife noun a wife. Rhyming slang ux 2003

car wash noun during the Vietnam war, an establishment in
Vietnam where a man went for a haircut, bath, massage and sex
us, 1977

car whacker noun >see: CAR TOAD

casa noun the operator of a gambling establishment or game.
Spanish for ‘house’ TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1952

casabas noun the female breasts us, 1970

Casablanca noun a wanker (an all-purpose term of abuse). Rhyming
slang Uk, 2003

Casablanca gold noun a variety of hashish produced on the higher
slopes of the Rif Mountains Uk 2003

Cascadia noun an imaginary proposed state or area formed of the
states of Washington and Oregon and British Columbia CANADA, 1995

case noun 12 Promiscuous Worman AUSTRALIA, 1967. 2 @ patient with a
sexually transmitted infection us, 1994. 3 a love-affair Uk 1g60. 4 to
engage in an adulterous relationship uk, 1977

case verb 1 t0 |00k over a place or person, especially in anticipation
of criminal activity us, 1974. 2 to work as a prostitute. A cynical vari-
ation of ‘go case’ (to have sex with) Uk, 199. 3 to tease someone, to
scold someone Us, 1971. 410 put a prisoner on report for a breach
of regulations Uk, 1950

case! used for asserting that all has gone as planned TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO, 1966

case ace noun in card games, the fourth and remaining ace when
three have been played us, 1960

case game noun in pool, a situation in which each player can win
with their next shot us, 1985

case note noun 1 a one-dollar note us, 192, 2 a gambler’s last money
us, 1962

case out verb to engage in sexual foreplay us 193

caser noun 1 a skilled card-counter in blackjack us 19s3. 2 in poker,
the last card in a particular rank or suit in a deal. A term borrowed
from the card game of faro us, 1963. 3 a strict prison officer; one
with a reputation for putting prisoners on report Uk, 1950. 4 a five
shilling piece; five shillings. Recorded earliest in Australia. Became
obsolete after the introduction of decimal currency in 1966
AUSTRALIA, 1825. 5 @ sexually aggressive boy Us, 193

Casey Jones noun 1 in poker, a player who draws the last card of a
rank, the case card. John Luther ‘Casey’ Jones (1864-1900) was an
American locomotive engineer whose death in a train accident
made him a legend celebrated in ballad and song us, 19ss. 2in
pool, a case game (one that either player can win with their next
shot) us, 1993

cash verb to finish consuming something. Usage is in the context of
drug or alcohol consumption uUs, 2001

cash and carriage noun marriage. Rhyming slang. Derives only
from CASH AND CARRY (to marry) as the term ‘cash and carriage’ has
no other existence Uk, 1992

cash and carried adjective married. Rhyming slang, from CASH AND
CARRY (to marry); not ‘cashed’ Uk, 1961

cash and carry verb to marry. Rhyming slang ux, 191
cash ass noun sex for money Uk 1987

cash cow noun any business or business-sector that provides a
steady cash flow us 1974

cashed adjective completely consumed, empty us, 1997
cashed up adjective with a ready supply of money AUSTRALIA, 1930

casher noun a front trouser pocket. Pickpockets' use, because that is
where coins are usually carried Uk, 1974

cashew noun a psychiatric patient us, 1994

cashie noun a cash transaction that is tax-free by virtue of not being
reported NEW ZEALAND, 1995

cash-in noun a profitable product or activity that is tied into — and
would not exist without — another product or activity that has a
greater presence in the marketplace Uk 1970

cash in verp 1 to die. A shortened form of ‘cash in your chips’ us,
1891. 2 t0 take advantage of something and profit thereby us, 1904

cashish noun money Uk, 2000

cashmere noun a jumper, whether actually cashmere or not us, 1970
cash money! used for expressing great joy or pleasure us, 2002
cashola noun money us 1977

cash sale noun a US Marine newly arrived in Vietnam and inexperi-
enced in combat. Cash Sales was the name of an outlet found on
marine bases in the US; a marine newly arrived in Vietnam looked
like and smelled like a Cash Sales outlet us, 1990

cash talk noun a Canadian male game in which participants
aggressively insult each other canADA, 2002

cash up verb 1 to get money AUSTRALIA, 1955, 2 1O pay SOMeoNe UK, 1983
casino-hop verb to move from one casino to another us, 1993

casino perfects noun high quality dice used in casinos. The dice are
almost certain to roll true because they are milled to a very
precise tolerance us, 1997

casket nail noun a cigarette. Far less common than COFFIN NAIL US,
1969

casper noun a very pale white person, especially a tourist at the
beach us, 1991

Casper; Casper the ghost noun crack cocaine. Based on the
cartoon-strip character Casper the Friendly Ghost; from the cloud
of smoke produced when smoking the product us, 199

cass-cass adjective Messy, slovenely GUYANA, 1998

cast verb » cast an eyeball to look. Teen slang us 195s. B cast
the runes in computing, to operate a program that will not work
for anyone else us, 1991

casters-up mode adjective in computing, broken us, 1991

cast-eye noun a squint BELIZE, 1998

casting couch noun the notional or real sofa in a director’s office,
used for sex with an actor hoping for a part. Based on the
commonly held belief that a sexual performance is all the audition
required Us, 19371

cast-iron adjective irrefutable Uk 1943

cast iron college noun a local jail. Carnival usage Us, 1968



castle | catch driver

122

castle noun 1 a house or apartment us 1953. 2 in cricket, the wicket
that a batsman is defending Uk, 1959

castled adjective in cricket, bowled out. From CASTLE (a wicket that is
being defended) Uk 2003

castor noun » on the castor popular, well-regarded. Extended from
CASTOR (excellent) AUSTRALIA, 1953

castor adjective excellent; all right AUSTRALIA, 1944

Castor and Pollux; Caster and Pollux noun the testicles. The
classical twins of the Zodiac provide the source for this rhyming
slang for BOLLOCKS UK, 1992

Castro nickname a neighbourhood in San Francisco, California,
dominated by homosexual men since the early 1970s. Castro
Street is the main artery of the neighbourhood us, 1987

Castro clone noun 2 homosexual who conforms to a clean-cut,
fashionable image. The Castro is a predominantly gay
neighbourhood in San Francisco us, 19ss

cast up verb t0 VOMIt BARBADOS, 1965

casual noun 12 member of a violent faction of football supporters (A
FIRM), aligned to a football team and identified by a uniform of
casual wear. In use since the late 1970s. Examples recorded
include Aberdeen Soccer Casuals, Cambridge Casuals, Celtic
Casuals, Darlington Casuals, Fine Young Casuals (Oldham FC),
Suburban Casuals (Southampton) Uk, 19s9. 2 a youth fashion from
the late 1970s, based on designer labels. In the 1980s a working-
class trend, in the 1990s a positive symbol of urban chic; also
refers to a follower of this fashion style. A variant is ‘caj’ Uk, 1980

casual adjective excellent, fashionable, trendy. Youth usage US, 1963

cat noun 1.2 man us 1920. 2 a black person us 1972. 3 a spiteful,
gossiping woman. A back-formation from caTTy (spiteful, sly) Uk,
1950. & the vagina UKk 1720. 5 a passive homosexual male; any male
homosexual. In prison ‘cats” are ‘'young prisoners who, though
usually heterosexual prior to incarceration, submit to the passive
role in homosexual relations in prison’. But also in prison ‘cat’ is
used to refer to known homosexuals who are often segregated
from other inmates. Outside of prison the term is used generally
of homosexual men: perhaps an extension of the meaning as ‘a
woman’. The suggestion that it is a shortening of ‘catamite’ has
no supporting evidence AUSTRALIA, 1950. 6 a lion; a tiger; a leopard.
Circus usage, usually in the plural Uk 1953. 7 in circus and carnival
usage, a trouble-making southern rustic us, 19s1. 8 a poorly
performing racing greyhound AUSTRALIA, 1989. 9 in poker, a
nonstandard hand such as the ‘little cat’, ‘big cat’, etc us, 1988
10 heroin us 1993. 11 methcathinone Us, 1995. 12 a category UK, 195
13 a Caterpillar™ tractor or other type of heavy equipment us,
14 2 catalytic converter, an emissions-control device Us, 1993. 15 a
hydraulic catapult on an aircraft carrier us, 192. 16 a catamaran UK,
1984. 17 a boat of any description ux 1957. » let the cat out of
the bag to disclose a secret Uk 1750. » on the cat staying away
from home at night us 195. » on the cat hop in railway slang,
on time us, 1%46. » put a cat among the pigeons; set the cat
among the pigeons to stir up trouble ux 1975. » something
the cat dragged in; something the cat has brought in used
as the epitome of someone who is bedraggled uk, 1923

Cat noun a Cadillac car us 1945

18.

cat verb 1 to stay away from home overnight, prowling for sin. From
the alleycat as a role model for behaviour us, 1949. 2 to pursue
someone in the hopes of sexual relations us, 1946

Cat A noun the categorisation of most secure prisons, thus the cat-
egory for highly dangerous prisoners or those considered most
likely to escape. ‘Cat B, ‘Cat C’, and ‘Cat D’ are also used in
decreasing order of required security. These categories have been
in force since 1966 UK 199

Cat A verb to categorise a prisoner as Cat A. ‘Cat B, ‘Cat C" and ‘Cat
D" are also used in decreasing order of required security. UK 19%

catalog man noun a gambling cheat whose superficial knowledge of
cheating is acquired from studying catalogues of cheating devices.
A derisive term when used by cheats who carefully hone their
craft us, 1945

cat and class noun cataloguing and classification. Librarians’ use Uk
1984

cat and mouse noun a house. Rhyming slang vk 1ss7

catapult noun in the language of windsurfing, a high-speed exit
from the board assisted by high winds us, 1985

catatonia noun in computing, the condition that exists when a
computer is in suspended operation, unable to proceed us, 1981

catatonic adjective (0f a computer) caught in an inextricable oper-
ation and thus suspended beyond reach or response uUs, 1991

catawampus adjective crooked, bent us, 1ss1

catbird seat noun an advantageous position. Coined or at the very
least popularised by humourist James Thurber in 1942 us, 1942

catbox noun the Middle East Us, 1998
catcall noun a derisive jeer us, 1839

catch noun 1 a person who is considered matrimonially or
romantically desirable Uk 1749. 2 a prostitute who has been
recruited to work for a pimp us 1973. 3 in Keno, the number of
winning numbers that a player has marked us, 1972. 4 a hidden
condition or consequence US, 1855

catch verb 1 (used of a pimp) to recruit a prostitute to work for him;
to recruit a woman to work as a prostitute us, 1972. 2 (used of a
prostitute) to engage a customer uUs, 1968. 3 t0 play the passive sex-
ual role in a homosexual relationship us, 196. 4 to take calls or
complaints called in to a police station; to be assigned a case us
1958. 5 In an illegal number gambling lottery, to win Us, 1949. 6 In
gin, to draw a card us, 1977. B catch (some) lead to be shot us
1970. » catch a bullet to be shot us 1992. » catch a buzz to
smoke marijuana and become intoxicated us 1997. » catch a
crab in rowing, to err in a stroke, disrupting the timing and
momentum of the rowing us, 1%49. » catch a dummy in prison,
to refuse to speak us, 19%0. » catch a fish in poker, after making
a small bet with a good hand (the bait), to lure another player into
increasing the bet us 19ss. » catch a glad to act with spon-
taneous joy TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 19s4. B catch a hit to be scolded
or harshly criticised. Marine usage in the Vietnam war us, 1991.
» catch a horse to urinate. A euphemism AUSTRALIA, 1942.
» catch a pay to be beaten and robbed us 1997. B catch a run
to wet one side of a marijuana cigarette to promote even burning
us, 1997. » catch a stack to rob someone with a lot of cash us,
1987. » catch a vaps to become suddenly inspired GRENADA, 199.
» catch air to become airborne while skateboarding or surfing
uUs 19g7. » catch ass to have a hard time TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO,
» catch no ball to fail to understand SINGAPORE, 2002.
» catch on the flipper; catch on the (old) flip-flop to make
contact on your return. Citizens’ band radio slang us, 197.
» catch on the rebound to become emotionally involved with
a person who has just been rejected from another relationship.
Probably the pun from which the emotional condition ON THE
REBOUND derives UK 1s64. B catch on the reverse; catch on the
rebound to make contact on a return journey. Citizens’ band
radio slang us 1975. » catch some to engage in heavy sexual
caressing Us 196s. » catch squeals to take calls or complaints
called into a police station us, 1969. » catch the bumps in a
striptease act, to synchronise the dancer’s pelvic thrusts with the
drum and cymbal beat us 1es1. B catch thrills to engage in an
activity that excites or stimulates. Hawaiian youth usage us, 19s2.
» catch tricks (used of a drummer in a performance) to create
sound effects on sight us, 1973. » catch wreck to achieve respect
for your actions us, 1995. » catch your death of cold; catch
your death to catch a very bad cold. Dating is obscure; the tra-
ditional Yorkshire folk song ‘On Ilkley Moor baht'at” contains the
line Then thee will catch thy death of cold” which, while the
intent may be literal, means no more than '[If you go out on]
llkley Moor without a hat [...] you will catch a bad cold” uk 1s72.
» catch yourself on to recover your common sense. Usually in
the imperative UK 1984

catch 22 noun a self-cancelling dilemma. Coined by Joseph Heller
for his 1955 novel Catch 22, which was originally to be titled
‘Catch 18" — until Mila 18 by Leon Uris was published us, 1977

catch colt noun an illegitimate child us, 1901

catch driver noun in harness racing, a driver hired on the day of the
race us, 1994
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catcher noun 1 the passive partner in homosexual sex Us, 1966. 2 a
peripheral member of an illegal drug enterprise hired to retrieve
drugs hurriedly thrown out of a window to avoid confiscation and
arrest us, 1989

catcher’s mitt noun a dense jungle area with a heavy Viet Cong and
North Vietnamese presence northeast of Phu Loi. Based on a
vague resemblance between the area and a catcher’'s mitt on a
map US, 1990

catch hand noun a casual workman who moves from job to job to
get more favourable rates and conditions but has no intention of
staying with any job until its completion Uk, 1964

catch it verb 1 to get it into trouble with an authority, especially to
incur a beating or a severe telling off Uk, 1835. 2 to be killed us, 1982

catch on verb 1 to understand; to grasp the meaning or significance
of something us, 1ss4. 2 to become popular or fashionable uk, 1857

catch one verb to drink or use drugs to the point of mild intoxi-
cation us, 1997

catchy adjective attractive, appealing, especially if vulgarly so uk 1831
catch you later used as a farewell us, 1947

Cat City nickname Cathedral City, California. A resort town just south
of Palm Springs in the Coachella Valley us, 1981

cat daddy noun a male with charm and charisma us, 2002

caterpillar noun during the war in Vietnam, a convoy of non-
combat vehicles on a passably secure road uUs, 1991

caterpillar verb in mountain biking, to pedal with a fluctuating,
inefficient cadence us, 1992

catever; kerterver adjective bad. From lItalian cattivo (bad) but via
earlier senses as ‘an odd occurence or person’ Uk, 2002

cat-eye noun an irregular work shift us 1977

cat eyes noun eyes that are anything other than dark brown us, 195

catface noun a pucker left in a garment after ironing us, 1952

cat fever noun catarrhal gastroenteritis, suffered by troops in the
field in Vietnam us, 1945

cat fight noun a no-holds-barred fight between women AUSTRALIA, 1967

catfish noun a person who speaks too much and thinks too little us,
1954

catfish row noun a black neighbourhood in a southern US city. For
the setting of his 1935 folk opera Porgy and Bess, George Gershwin
used Catfish Row, a fictionalisation of an alleyway named Cabbage
Row off Church Street in Charleston, South Carolina us, 1955

cat got your tongue? ‘why aren’t you talking?’; used for mocking
or asking why a temporary speechlessness has struck. Elliptical for
‘has the cat got your tongue?’; generally addressed to a child but
equally patronising when asked of an adult uk 1911

cath verb t0 insert a catheter into a patient. Medical use Uk, 1950

cat-haul verb to interrogate someone fiercely. From a form of
punishment used with slaves - a cat was forcibly dragged by the
tail down the slave’s bare back us, 1951

cat head noun a biscuit us 192

Catherine Wheel noun in the youth trend for ‘souped-up” motor-
scootering, a lifting of the front wheel off the ground due to
sudden acceleration performed in conjunction with a flaming trail.
Probably from the Catherine Wheel firework as a fiery elaboration
Of WHEELIE UK, 2004

Catho noun a member of the Catholic Church AUSTRALIA, 1996

cat hole noun a one-time, one-man field latrine dug by the user in
Vietnam us, 1978

Catholic noun a pickpocket us, 1949

Catholic aspirin noun a tablet of Benzedrine™ (amphetamine
sulphate), a central nervous system stimulant. From the cross
scores on the white tablet us, 1973

cathouse noun a brothel Us, 1593

cat in hell’s chance noun a very slim chance or possibility. In 1796,
Francis Grose recorded ‘No more chance than a cat in hell without

claws’. Almost always phrased in the negative: ‘not a cat in hell’s
chance’ (no chance whatsoever) Uk, 179

cat lapper noun a lesbian; someone who enjoys performing oral sex
on women uUs, 1967

cat-lick; cat-licker noun a Roman Catholic us, 1942

cat-life noun a prison sentence of two or more consecutive life
terms us, 1992

cat man noun a burglar who relies on stealth us, 1962

catnip noun 1 poor quality, adulterated or entirely fake marijuana.
Catmint, the botanical genus nepeta, known in the US as ‘catnip’,
may be passed off as marijuana to the unsuspecting, or mixed
with genuine marijuana as a make-weight; consequently any
impotent marijuana us, 1%2. 2 a marijuana cigarette. An ironic
adoption of the previous sense Uk 2003

cat out verb to sneak away UK, 1983

cat pack noun a loosely defined group of wealthy, famous and
fashionable people us, 1971

cat pan noun a bow! used for washing the vagina. From caT (the
vagina) TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003

cat-piss-and-pepper noun a Noisy, unrestrained argument BARBADOS,
2003

cat pisser noun windscreen wipers Us, 1992

cat plant noun a facility where crude oil is separated by catalysis US,
1960

cat rack noun a game concession in a carnival in which a player
throws balls at stuffed cats on a platform or fence us, 1960

cats noun 1 trousers vk, 2002. 2 heavy rain. From the older (1738) and
more familiar adverb form vk 1976. 3 stocks without proven per-
formance us, 1997

cat’s arse noun anything very good, superlative or exceptional;

someone who is considered the best by themselves or others Uk,
1984

cat’s ass noun 1 an extraordinarily good or extraordinarily bad
example of something us, 1967. 2 @ knot or kink in a wire or rope
Us, 1942

cat’s bar noun a female-only or mixed-sex bar NEW ZEALAND, 1953

cat’s breakfast noun an unpleasant mess. A variation of boG’s
BREAKFAST UK, 1984

cat’s eyes noun in craps, a roll of three us, 1945

cat shit noun used as a basis for comparison when describing
someone who is mean us, 1970

cat shot noun a take-off from an aircraft carrier assisted by a
catapult. Vietnam war usage us, 19

cat’s meat noun an easily accomplished task NEW ZEALAND, 1962

cat’s meow; cat’s miaow noun anything very good, superlative or
exceptional; someone who is considered the best by themselves or
others us, 1921

cat’s mother noun » ‘she’ is the cat’s mother; ‘she’ is a cat’s
mother addressed as a catchphrase reproof to a child who fails to
show proper respect by referring to the mother, or any other adult
woman, as ‘she’. Occasionally ‘she is ‘the cat’; at other times ‘she’
is ‘the cat's grandmother.” Uk 1897

cat’s nut noun an extraordinary thing or person us, 1928

cat’s pajamas; cat’s pyjamas noun anything very good, superlative
or exceptional; someone who is considered the best by themselves
or others. Coined by, or inspired by, an illustration by New York
Journal sports cartoonist Thomas Aloysius ‘TAD" Dorgan
(1877-1929); in the UK by 1923 but rare by 1939. Still occasion-
ally recorded us, 1922

catspraddle verb t0 beat someone with the fists TRINDAD AND
TOBAGO, 1998

59

cat’s prick noun an elongated ember at the lit end of a cigarette Uk

2003

cat’s whiskers noun anything very good, superlative or exceptional;
someone who is considered the best by themselves or others.
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A variation of CAT’S PAJAMAS. From the 1960s on, usage is mainly
Australian Uk, 1927

cattie noun a mail-order catalogue Uk 19ss

cattle noun racehorses AUSTRALIA, 1959

cattle call noun a mass audition us, 1952

cattle dog noun 1 a Catholic school student NEwW ZEALAND, 1995. 2 &

catalogue. Punning on the similarity of the pronunciation
AUSTRALIA, 1984

cattle truck noun 1 any large truck used to transport troops
Vietnam war usage Us, 19s8. 2 in oil drilling, a bus that transports
workers to the oil fields us, 1954. 3 a driver-operated omnibus Uk

1973

cattle truck; cattle verp ‘fuck’, generally in a figurative or expletive
sense. Rhyming slang Uk, 1961

cattle wagon noun a large car, especially a station wagon us, 1973
cat tranquillizer noun the recreational drug ketamine CANADA, 2002

catty adjective 1 sly, spiteful, mean-spirited Uk 18s5. 2 nimble and
sure-footed in a cat-like manner. Lumberjacks’ use CANADA, 1984

catty-cat noun the vagina us 1950
catty-catty adjective promiscuous TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003
cat wagon noun a mobile brothel us, 372

cat-walk verb on a motorcyle or bicycle, to perform a wheelstand
and then ride forward on the rear wheel us, 1992

cat walker noun a burglar who steals at night ux 199

cat wash noun a quick cleaning of the body using a washcloth but
not a full bath or shower BAHAMAS, 1982

catweed noun marijuana Uk 199
cat work noun criminal employment as a cat-burglar ux 1956

caught short adjective 1 unprepared, especially with regards to bodily
functions AUSTRALIA, 1964. 2 embarrassed by an untimely lack of
whatever is required UK, 1984

caught using purple adjective apprenended making non-farm use of
tax-free farm petrol. To help ease the strain on farm budgets, the
prairie provinces allow farmers to buy petrol for farm equipment
exempt from certain taxes. The petrol is dyed purple. Police in
rural areas check. It also means being caught at some other tech-
nical illegality CANADA, 1987

Cauliflower Alley noun the boxing world. Journalists’ use
Extending the punning TIN-EAR ALLEY UK, 1961

cauliflower ear; cauliflower noun an ear that has been damaged
and deformed by blows. Originally and still used as a boxing term
Us, 18%

caulks noun » put the caulks to someone to stamp with
studded boots on someone’s face. Lumberjacks’ and loggers’ use;
‘caulks” are the spiked studs on their specialised waterproof boots
CANADA, 1961

caulk up verb to use spiked working boots to stamp on someone.
Lumberjacks” and loggers’ use; ‘caulks’ are the spiked studs on
their specialised waterproof boots CANADA, 1939

cause verb B cause a vacancy in poker, to win a hand that drives
a player from the game us, 1988

’cause; €os; €0z; cuz because. An accepted and conventional term
in C16 that has slipped into dialect and vulgar use Uk, 1977

cause it verb to cause trouble to, or damage something Uk 1974

cav adjective cavalier. In the pornography industry, an attitude
towards sexually transmitted disease Us, 1995

cavalier noun the uncircumcised penis. Probably of Royal Navy
origin, then juvenile; derives as an antonym of ROUNDHEAD (a
circumcised penis) UK 2002

cavalry noun » the cavalry are coming; the cavalry are here
help is coming; help is here. From the literal military sense, prob-
ably informed in use by film Westerns uk, 19s4

Cav and Pag nickname the short operas Cavalleria Rusticana, by
Pietro Mascagni, and Pagliacci, by Ruggero Leoncavallo, when

paired as a double bill. Cavalleria Rusticana was first performed in
1890, Pagliaccr in 1892 UK, 2002

cave noun 1 a deep sore at the site of repeated drug injections us,
1973. 2 the vagina. From the conventional meaning (a large hole or
crevice) Uk zo01. B keep cave to keep a lookout. Extends from
CAVE! pronounced ‘kay-vee’ (bewarel); school slang Uk 1906

cave verb t0 have sex with someone Us, 1973

cave! beware! School slang, pronounced ‘kay-vee’, from Latin cavere
(to beware). Still familiar, but mainly from its convenience as a
crossword clue to a generation who read a certain sort of
children’s fiction Uk, 1868

caveman adjective 1 0bsolete Us, 1974. 2 used of any skateboarding
manoeuvre performed in an old-fashioned style Uk, 2004

cave tubing noun a floating exploration of underground river and
cave systems on an inflated rubber tube BELIZE, 2003

caviar noun 1 human faecal matter in the context of a sexual fetish.
A euphemism used in pornography uk 2002. 2 residue in whatever
utensils are used for manufacturing crack cocaine us, 1993. 3 a
mixture of marijuana and crack cocaine prepared for smoking in a
cigarette Us, 19s9. 4 cocaine; crack cocaine UK, 2003

caviar can noun an armoured tank from the former Soviet Union

us, 1952

Cavite all star noun marijuana, probably from the Philippines.
Cavite was a US military base and is now an ‘Export Processing
Zone', ninety miles south of Manila us, 1977

cav of the cav nickname the First Squadron of the Ninth US Cavalry.
Organised in 1866, the Ninth Cavalry saw action in every war
through to Vietnam us, 1991

€avvy noun a substitute horse, Or person CANADA, 1987
cazh adjective [>see: KAZH

cazooled adjective drunk us, 1968

CB noun used as an abbreviation for COCKBLOCK US, 19

CB adjective could be. Used in tentative diagnoses, such as ‘could be
lupus’ us, 1994

CBC sunshine noun rain after a Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
forecast of sun CANADA, 1987

CBT noun in the subculture of consensual sado-masochism, the
infliction of discomfort and pain on a male’s genitals. An
initialism of cock (the penis) ‘ball’ (the testicle) and ‘torture’ Uk, 2002

CC noun 1 Canadian Club™ whisky us, 1977. 2 cocaine offered as a gift
by a dealer us 19s9. 3 a prison segregation unit. An abbreviation of
CARDBOARD CITY UK, 1996

CC verb to send someone to a prison segregation unit, or to replace
cell furniture with cardboard items. From CARDBOARD CITY (the seg-
regation unit) Uk, 19%

CCW noun the criminal charge of carrying a concealed weapon. As
the US moved to the right, gun enthusiasts have been successful
in enacting legislation in many states that permit — not forbid -
carrying concealed weapons, changing the meaning of the
acronym to ‘concealed-carry weapon’ us, 1973

CD noun a condom. Scamto youth street slang (South African
townships) SOUTH AFRICA, 2005

C-Day noun the day when new car models were available for civilian
purchase after the end of World War 2 us, 1944

C-duct noun cocaine Us, 198

C-dust noun cocaine us, 1970

cecil noun cocaine. A disguise like CHARLIE, another man’s name Uk,

1996

Cecil B. DeMille noun any large job that evolves into a chaotic
mess. New York police slang us, 1997

Cecil Gee; cecil noun one thousand pounds. The high street
designer menswear shop Cecil Gee is used for ‘dressing up’ the
common G (£1,000). Noted in use by television presenter Johnny
Vaughan Uk, 2002

ceech noun hashish us, 199
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ceefa noun a cat. A play on ‘c for cat’ NEW ZEALAND, 1998

ceiling bet noun the highest bet permitted in a given game or situ-
ation us, 1988

ceiling chicken noun an Air Canada baggage handler with a particu-
lar assignment CANADA,

ceitful adjective deceitful GuvANA, 1995

celeb noun a celebrity us 1916

celebrity-fucker noun a person who seeks out sexual relationships
with famous people US, 1969

celestial discharge noun death in a hospital us, 1992

cell noun a wireless telephone that is part of a system in which a
geographical area is divided into sections served by a limited-range
transmitter. An abbreviation of ‘cell phone’ a term first heard in
the late 1980s as an abbreviation of ‘cellular’ us 1997

cell verb to occupy a prison cell us, 1901

cell 99 noun a prison morgue Us, 1949

cellar noun in a sports league, the last place in team standings us, 1950

cellar dealer noun a card cheat who deals from the bottom of a
deck Us, 1983

cellar flap; cellar verb to borrow something. Rhyming slang for Tap
(to borrow) UK, 1960

cell block noun 1 a condom. A clever play on words: ‘cell’ (a basic
life-form) representing spermatazoa, combined with ‘block’ (a bar-
rier); the whole ironically suggesting imprisonment (of the penis)
UK 1998. 2 @ school classroom. Teen slang uUs, 1958

cellie; celly noun 1 in jail or prison, a cellmate us 196, 2 a cellular
telephone us, 1999

cell-shocked adjective deranged from life in prison. An obvious,
although sharp, play on ‘shell-shocked” us, 1990

cell spin noun a surprise search of a cell by prison authorities. From
SPIN (to search) UK 199

cell task noun in prison, a pin-up. A focus on location and inspi-
ration for a prisoner’s TAsk (masturbation) Uk, 19%

cell warrior noun a prisoner whose actions outside his cell do not
match his aggressive words uttered in the safety of his cell us, 2001

cement arm noun an intravenous drug user’s arm that is toughened
with scar tissue over the veins us, 1973

cemented adjective very drunk Uk 1983
cementhead noun a stupid person us, 1949

cement mixer noun 1 a dancer who rotates her pelvis in a simu-
lation of sexual intercourse us, 1951. 2 a dance, a ball. A beatnik
term not recorded until 1984 Uk 1984. 3 a loud car or truck us, 1914

cement overcoat noun hardened cement in which a murder victim
is concealed Us, 1969

cement overshoes noun concrete poured around a person’s feet,
used to weigh them down when their body is disposed of in a
body of water us, 192

census office noun in prison, the office where incoming and
outgoing mail is checked Uk, 199

cent noun a dollar us, 1957. » like a cent worth of shaved ice
humiliated, belittled TrRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1987

centerfield noun 1 in craps, a field bet on the nine us 7985, 2in
blackjack played in casinos, the seat directly across from the dealer
Us, 1985

centre noun in the gambling game two-up, the bets placed with the
person spinning the coins AUSTRALIA, 1911

Centre noun » the Centre the central parts of the Australian
mainland AUSTRALIA, 1899

centurion noun a cricketer who scores 100 runs BARBADOS, 1856

century noun 12 $100 note Us 1859. 2 one hundred pounds (£100)
UK 1861. 3 one hundred yards uUs, 19s89. 4 one hundred miles us, 19s6.
5 in motor racing, 100 miles per hour us, 195

century verb to save one hundred dollars us, 1970
century note noun a one-hundred dollar note us, 1908

1994

’cept except UK 1851
cereal noun marijuana, especially when smoked in a bowl,

cert noun 1 a certainty UK 1ss9. 2 a horse that is considered to be a
certain winner; a likely winner in any contest Uk, 185

certifiable adjective mentally deranged. Carried over from an earlier
legal requirement to certify a person as insane Uk, 1939

cess noun Marijuana, possibly of inferior quality us, 1995

cess!; ciss! used as an expression of contempt or disgust, also used
for registering disappointment. Directly from Afrikaans sies.
Variants include ‘sisl’, ‘'siesl” and ‘siss!” SOUTH AFRICA, 1862

cest noun Marijuana Uk, 2003

CFA noun someone not originating from a particular place in the

Maritime Provinces. An acronym for ‘come from away’, well
known to Newfoundlanders and other coastal people CANADA, 2002

CFB adjective very clear indeed. An abbreviation of ‘clear as a fucking
bell’. Vietnam war usage us, 1980

CFD noun a chilled 12-ounce can of beer. An abbreviation of ‘cold
frothy dog’ us,

CFM adjective sexually suggestive. An abbreviation of COME-FUCK-ME US,

1989

C-H noun a cheating scheme in poker involving two players; if one
player signals that he is holding a good hand, his confederate
raises the bet. An abbreviation of ‘crooked-honest’ uUs, 1983

cha adjective fashionable, trendy, stylish us, 1992
chabobs noun the female breasts Us, 192

chach noun the vagina; a despised woman us, 2003
cha-cha verb to have sex Us 1950

chaff bandit noun a racehorse that does not win enough to pay its
Way AUSTRALIA, 1959

chaffy noun a fellow prisoner Uk 199

chain noun a bus or van used to transport prisoners us, 19s4. » off
the chain excellent us 2001. » pull someone’s chain 1 to tease
someone; to mislead someone Us, 1962. 2 to control someone’s
actions against their will; to treat someone with contempt. The
image of a dog on a leash. Variants are ‘jerk someone’s chain” and
‘vank someone’s chain’ us, 192

Chain noun » The Chain the Aleutian Islands us, 1ss6

chain-drink verb to drink one beverage after another, barely pausing
between drinks us, 1976

chain gang noun 1 a railway crew assembled from the first available
workers Us, 1946. 2 the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of London.
After the chains of office Uk 197

chain it verb to chain smoke Uk 2001

chains and canes noun restraint and corporal punishment when
advertised as services offered by a prostitute Uk 2003

chain-saw verb to exhange positions with someone; to take over; to
cut in UK 2003

chain-smoke verb to smoke cigarettes continuously and addictively
UK 1934

chainsuck noun in mountain biking, a condition that occurs when
the bicycle chain doubles back on itself and gets jammed between
the frame and the chain rings us, 1996

chair noun 1 the electric chair; the death penalty us, 1g95. 2 a
motorcycle sidecar Uk, 1984

chairbacker noun an unordained, self-taught preacher us, 1955

chairborne adjective in the miliary, assigned to a rear-echelon
support job. A pun on ‘airborne’, applied to ‘chairborne
commandos’, ‘chairborne generals’, the ‘chairborne infantry’,
‘chairborne rangers’, etc us, 1943

chairman of the board noun the most important person of a set
of people. Probably extended from its use as a nickname for Frank
Sinatra, 1915-98 us, 2002

Chairman of the Board nickname actor and entertainer, Frank
Sinatra, 1915-1998. Coined in tribute to his role as founder of
Reprise Records in 1961 us, 1963
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chairwarmer noun an idler, a loafer us, 1960

chale! no! never! Border Spanish used in English conversation by
Mexican-Americans uUs, 1950

chalewa noun a marijuana pipe, usually made from coconut shell
and tubing, used ritually by Rastas JAMAICA, 2001

Chalfont St Giles; chalfonts noun haemorrhoids. Rhyming slang
for ‘piles’, formed from the name of a village in Buckinghamshire
UK, 1980

chalice noun a pipe for smoking marijuana. A word with wider
religious significance adopted into ritual by Rastafarians and hence
into more general use. Celebrated in the song ‘chalice to chalice’
by Tappa Zukie, 1996 JAMAICA, 19%

chalk noun 1 a white person. Not flattering us, 1945.
2 methamphetamine or amphetamine us, 196. 3 crack cocaine
From the appearance Uk 2003. 4 a potent homemade ‘wine’” made
from yeast, sugar, water, and rice or fruit us zo01. 5 low quality beer
US, 1949. 6 iN sports betting, the contestant or team favoured to win
Us, 1991. 7 chocolate syrup us 1945. » by a long chalk by much;
by a great degree. In the later C20 the predominant usage
becomes ‘not by a long chalk” with the meaning as ‘grossly
inferior’ Uk, 1859

chalk verb 1 to prepare cocaine for inhalation. The image of white
chalk lines Uk 1997. 2 to chemically lighten the colour of cocaine
for buyers who believe that the white colour reflects purity us, 19so.
3 to observe something or someone Us, 1959. 4 to ban a gambler
from a table, game or casino us, 1950. 5 to steal something us, 2001

chalk and talk noun teaching; those methods of teaching which are
currently considered old-fashioned. Slightly contemptuous
AUSTRALIA, 1942

chalk-eater noun in horse racing, a bettor who consistently bets on
favourites. From the old custom of a bookmaker chalking odds on
a blackboard us, 1951

chalked up adjective under the influence of cocaine us 195
chalker noun a very fat person us, 1950

chalker and talker noun a teacher. Later use is slightly
contemptuous AUSTRALIA, 1942

Chalk Farm; chalk noun the arm. Rhyming slang, formed on the
name of an area of north London uk 1857

chalk hand noun in poker, a hand that is almost certain to win us,
1988
chalk horse noun in horse racing, the favourite in a race uUs, 1951

chalkie noun a school teacher. From the use of chalk on a
blackboard AUSTRALIA, 1945

chalk it up verb to claim or give someone the credit for something
UK, 1923

chalk it up! used for drawing attention to a triumph or extraordi-
nary happening, often accompanied by a gesture of chalking a
figure 1 on a wall Uk, 1923

chalk man noun the police employee who chalks the outline of a
corpse where it has fallen before the body is removed us, 1992

chalk people noun people who live far from the ocean us, 1991

chaloupe noun a wide, heavy, large American car. French used by
the English-speaking in Quebec CANADA, 1992

chambermaid noun a railway machinist working in a roundhouse
US, 1946

chamber of commerce noun 1 a toilet. A pun on ‘chamber pot’ us,
1960. 2 a brothel Us, 1949

chamber pipe noun a type of pipe used to smoke marijuana us, 1992

champ noun 1 a drug addict who does not inform on others when
questioned by the police Us, 1960. 2 a champion Us, 1s63. 3 used
between contemporary, unrelated males as a familiar form of
address UK 2001

champagne noun 1 human urine in the context of a sexual fetish us,
1987. 2 a well-paying customer of a prostitute us, 1992

champagne blonde noun a woman with pale blonde hair Uk 1904

champagne Charlie noun a man who enjoys a luxurious, if
somewhat dissipated, lifestyle. After a music hall song about a
noted drinker of champagne Uk, 1858

champagne chins noun folds of flesh creating the image of more
than one double chin as a result of the good life Uk 1997

champagne drug noun cocaine Us, 1998

champagne house noun wealthy clubbers. Champagne, generally
prefixed with a sense of derision or criticism (as CHAMPAGNE
SOCIALISM), combines with HOUSE (MusIC) (the umbrella-genre for
contemporary club music) UK 1999

champagne socialism noun a belief in socialist ideals apparently
contradicted by an expensively indulgent lifestyle. Critical and
derisive UK 1987

champagne socialist noun a person attached to socialist politics
who enjoys a luxurious lifestyle Uk, 1987

champagne tap noun a bloodless sample from a lumbar puncture,.
traditionally rewarded by a bottle of champagne from the consult-
ant Uk 2002

champagne tastes and mauby pockets noun something said to
be possessed by those who do not have the money to live the life-
style that they affect 84rRBADOS, 1976

champagne trick noun a wealthy, big-spending customer of a
prostitute Us, 1973

champers noun champagne. The original word is abridged and the
suffix -ers’ is added; this process of amendment, credited to
students at Oxford University, is discussed by Partridge and Beale
in the appendix to the 8th edition of the Dictionary of Slang and
Unconventional English and called ‘Oxford -er(s)" Uk, 1955

champion noun a completely inept and unlucky person SINGAPORE,

2000
002

champion adjective excellent. Mainly, or stereotypically from the
north of England uk 1937

champion aaverb excellently. Mainly, or stereotypically from the
north of England Uk 1937

chance verb » chance your arm to take unnecessary risks Uk 1966
chance ’em verb while surfing, to decide to ride a big wave us, 1991

chancer noun an opportunist, especially one who takes risks in
pursuit of criminal gain; someone who takes or creates chances
UK, 1884

chance would be a fine thing!; chance is a fine thing! | wish
I had that opportunity!” or "You wouldn’t know what to do if you
got the opportunity!” or ‘that is very unlikely!". Each variant has all
meanings UK, 1912

chancre mechanic noun a military medic, especially one assigned
to diagnose and treat sexually transmitted infections us, 1944

chandelier noun 1 where non-existent bids in a fraudulent auction
are said to come from Uk, 2003. 2 a homosexual. Rhyming slang for
QUEER. Shortened to ‘shandy’ Uk 1998

chandelier sign noun a dramatic reaction to being touched in a
painful area. It is said that the patient ‘hits the ceiling” or ‘hits the
chandelier’ us, 1994

chanel noun cocaine. A slightly forced formation, playing on the
name of designer Coco Chanel us, 1976

chang noun cocaine UK 2002

change noun 1 money Us, 1972. 2 an approximation or a fraction us,
1975. » the change the menopause. Elliptical for CHANGE OF LIFE
UK, 1934

change verb » change address to leave TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003.
» change tune to retreat us 1997. » change water to engage
in an unproductive activity. From lobstermen, who refer to the
hauling and baiting of an empty trap as ‘changing water’ us, 1975.
» change your luck (used of a white person) to have sex with a
black person; to have sex with a person of the sex with whom one
would not ordinarily have sex us, 1916. » change your tune to
alter your professed opinion or manner of speech Uk, 1578

change artist noun a swindler who gives customers too little
change us, 1960
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change machine noun a prostitute who charges very little for sex us,

1963
change of life noun the menopause vk s34

change of luck noun (used of a white person) sex with a black
person Us, 1916

change raiser noun a swindler who tricks cashiers into giving him
too much change us, 1960

changes noun difficulties us 1973

changies noun changing rooms Uk, 2001

chank noun a chancre; any sexually transmitted infection us, 1960

chank verb to eat loudly and rudely us, 1544

channel noun a vein, especially a prominent vein suitable for drug
injection us, 1994

channel verb in car customising, to lower the body of the car us, 195

Channel Bore nickname UK television Channel 4 Uk 1999

channel fever noun a strong desire by someone at sea to be back
on land Uk 1929

channel fleet noun a street. Rhyming slang IRELAND, 1960

channel-surf verb to browse distractedly through a variety of
television programmes, switching from channel to channel us, 1994

channel swimmer noun a heroin user. Punning on ‘channel” as ‘a
vein’ us, 1959

chant verb to sing Uk

chantoosie noun in Montreal, a female nightclub singer. The word is
adapted from French chanteuse (a woman who Sings) CANADA, 2002

chap noun 12 man, a fellow Uk, 1704. 2 a young fellow who wouldn't
yet know about the ways of the world IRELAND, 1992. 3 a juvenile
offender or detention centre inmate who is top of the pecking
order Uk, 1978

chapel adjective being part of a chapel’s congregation Uk, 1946

chapel hat pegs noun used for comparisons with things that are
exaggeratedly conspicuous or obvious when not normally so Uk

1984

chapess noun a girl; a woman. A jocular extension of CHAP (@ man)
UK, 2003

chapopote noun heroin ux 2003

chapped adjective 1 depressed us 1990. 2 irritated, angry us, 1966

chapped off adjective very angry us, 193

chappie; chappy noun a man, a fellow. Originally (1820s) a
diminutive for CHAP (a man), meaning ‘a little fellow’; in the
current sense and as a form of address by 1880s. Current usage
however is often ironic, probably affected by Chappie™, a branded
dog food UKk 1882

chaps noun » the chaps (of men) a grouping of peers; us Uk 1978

chapstick lesbian noun a lesbian who is athletic or has a notable
interest in sports. Formed on the model of LIPSTICK LESBIAN UK 2004

chapter and verse noun complete detail; detailed knowledge us, 1956

chapter herald noun a Hell's Angels motorcycle gang member. A
play on ‘herald angels’ combined with the fact that Hell's Angels
are grouped into ‘chapters’ Uk 1984

char; cha; chah noun tea. From Chinese — Mandarin ch'a (tea)
used conventionally from C17 Uk 1919

character noun 1 2 man; a fellow; a person Uk 1931. 2 a person with
an underworld lifestyle us, 195s. 3 a chilled 12-ounce bottle of beer
us, 2002

charas; churus noun hashish from India o, 1957

charcoal adjective (used of skin colouring) grey-brown BAHAMAS, 1952

chardie noun chardonnay AUSTRALIA, 2003

charge noun 1 an intoxicated sensation, emotional or narcotic Uk,
7950. 2 intense exciterent Us, 1960. 3 marijuana. From an earlier
sense meaning ‘drugs in general’; it contains a charge — produces
a KICK US, 1947. 4 an injection of a drug us, 1925. 5 an alcoholic drink
AUSTRALIA, 1963. 6 prison contraband secreted in a prisoner’s rectum

NEW ZEALAND, 1997. 7 @ person arrested and held in charge Uk 1970.
8 a Charge Nurse, the nurse in charge of a ward, especially if male.
Often after ‘the’ uk 191

charge verb t0 go surfing us 1997. B charge it to the rain and let
the dust settle it to pay for something on credit without fully
expecting to pay the charge us, 1946

charge account noun a person who can be counted upon to post
bail if you are arrested us 197

charged; charged up adjective drug-intoxicated us, 1942

charge ’em! used as an exortation to action. Hawaiian youth usage
s, 1982

charger noun a bullet-shaped container for anal concealment and
storage of drugs Uk 199

charge up adjective excited; drunk TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003

charidee noun charity seen as a se\f—servmg, publicity-seeking
enterprise. Comedians Harry Enfield and Paul Whitehouse
captured this heavily ironic mid-Atlantic pronunciation for the
comic caricatures Smashie and Nicey UK 2001

Charing noun a horse. Rhyming slang, from Charing Cross (consid-
ered by traffic-planners to be the absolute centre of London); the
rhyme-word was pronounced ‘crorse’ in C19 Cockney UK 1857

chariot noun 1 a car. Ironic, jocular us 1935, 2 a brakevan (caboose) Us,
1945

charity dame; charity moll noun an amateur prostitute, or one
undercutting the going-rate AUSTRALIA, 1953

charity fuck noun sexual intercourse engaged in by one partner as
an act of generosity Us, 1978

charity girl noun an amateur prostitute or promiscuous woman us

1916

charity hop noun in baseball, the last long hop taken by a ground
ball, making it simple to field us, 1967

charity stuff noun a woman who, while promiscuous, does not
prostitute herself us, 1950

Charles noun 1 cocaine. More familiarly known as CHARLIE (cocaine)
UK 1997. 2 a Viet Cong; the Viet Cong us, 196. 3 a female’s
underwear Us, 1968

Charles Dance noun a chance. Rhyming slang, formed on the
name of the British actor born in 1946 Uk, 1998

Charley noun 1 the penis Us, 1969. 2 heroin, 2002 I>see: CHARLIE ard
variants

charley horse noun a muscle cramp us, 1ss3

Charley Paddock noun used as a personification of a hacksaw us,
1949

charley price noun a large rat. An allusison to Sir Charles Price,
member of the Houses of Assembly of Jamaica for St Mary,
1756-61, and three times speaker, who introduced a large species
of rat to Jamaica to kill cane rats JAMAICA, 2002

charleys noun the testicles us, 1964

Charley’s dead between schoolgirls, used as a warning that a slip
or petticoat can be seen below the hem of a skirt Uk, 1974

Charley Wheeler noun a girl. Rhyming slang for SHEILA (@ girl)
AUSTRALIA, 1945

Charlie verb in the circus or carnival, to dump posters or advertising
leaflets that have not been distributed or posted us, 1950

charlie adjective 1 ostentatious but lacking in quality. Upper-class;
possibly even an attempt at rhyming slang, ‘charlie horse’ (coarse)
UK, 1982. 2 scared, afraid. Probably a shortening of rhyming slang
CHARLIE HOWARD (a coward) UK, 1958

Charlie; charlie noun 1 cocaine. The phonetic alphabet has ‘Charlie’
for ‘C’ in use from around the same time that ‘charlie’ for
‘cocaine’ first appears. Also spelt ‘charley’ us, 1935. 2 crack cocaine
UK 2000. 3 @ member of the Viet Cong us, 19s. 4 the Viet Cong us,

1966. 5 a fool. Often as ‘a right charlie’ or ‘a propercharhe

Possibly a reduction of CHARLIE HUNT (a CUNT) somewhat softened,

or simply a jocular nomination, perhaps referring to a professional

fool such as Charlie Chaplin (1889-1977) uk 1959. 6 a white man,
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or white men in general Us, 1925. 7 @ woman. Short for CHARLIE
WHEELER (@ woman) AUSTRALIA, 1942. 8 a female prostitute AUSTRALIA,
1950. 9 the bleed period of the menstrual cycle AUSTRALIA, 2002. 10 a
glass or bottle of Carlsberg™ lager. Used by the British Army in
Germany in the 1950s and 1960s. Noted by Beale, 1974 Uk 1974.
11 a dollar us, 1924, 12 in poker, the third player to the left of the
dealer us 19ss. » go to see Uncle Charlie to use cocaine,
especially to go to a lavatory for discreet ingestion of the drug uk,
2001

charlie bender noun a prolonged session of cocaine abuse. A new
influence, CHARLIE (cocaine), for a traditional BENDER (a drinking
Session) UK, 1997

Charlie bird noun during the Vietnam war, a helicopter used by a
tactical commander us, 1974

Charlie boy noun an effeminate man. Patronising us, 1s%

Charlie Brown noun a citizens’ band radio set. The name of a
much-loved cartoon character, created in 1950 by Charles M.
Schulz, disguises a conventional initialism Uk 1981

Charlie Chaplin noun a chaplain, especially a prison chaplain. After
the famous comedy actor SOUTH AFRICA, 1974

Charlie Chase verb in horse racing, to finish second. Rhyming
slang, from ‘Charlie Chase’ (to place) AUSTRALIA, 1989

Charlie Chester; charlie noun a paedophile, a child molester; often
used as a nickname for a headmaster. Rhyming slang, used by
schoolchildren, formed, for no reason other than a convenient
rhyme, from the name of the comedian and broadcaster, 1914-96
UK 2003

Charlie Clore; Charlie noun 1 twenty pounds (£20). Rhyming slang
for sSCOre. Formed, no doubt with irony, on the name of British
financier Charles Clore (1904-79), a 1960s symbol of great wealth
UK 1998. 2 a floor, the floor. Rhyming slang, as above, but without
any irony UK, 1998

charlie cocaine noun cocaine Uk 1997

Charlie Cong noun the Viet Cong; a Viet Cong us 1970

Charlie Cooke noun a look. Rhyming slang, formed on the name of
Chelsea and Scotland midfielder Charlie Cooke (b.1942) who was
especially well-known from the mid-1960s to the late 70s UK, 1998

charlied; charleyed; charlied up; charleyed-up adjective cocaine-
intoxicated UK 1999

Charlie Drake noun 1 a brake. Rhyming slang, formed on the name
of British comedian and recording artist Charlie Drake (1925-
2006); in the late 1950s and early 60s he was one the UK’s most
famous entertainers. The plural, unusually, is Charlie Drakes Uk
7998. 2 a break. Rhyming slang, formed as above Uk 1998

Charlie Howard noun a coward. Rhyming slang Uk 1936

Charlie Hunt; Charlie noun 1 the vagina. Rhyming slang for CuNT.
Also variant spelling ‘Charley Hunt', shortened to ‘Charley’ Uk, 19s1.
2 a fool. Rhyming slang for CUNT UK, 1961

Charlie is my darling used as a catchphrase by cocaine-users
From an old Scottish folk-song celebrating Bonnie Prince Charlie,
1720-88, playing on CHARLIE (cocaine) Uk, 2002

Charlie Noble noun an exhaust stack or chimney. Originally
nautical, referring to a ship’s smokestack us, 1940

Charlie Potatoes noun an important man Uk 200

Charlie Pride noun a ride in or on something. Rhyming slang,
formed on the US country and western musician (b.1938) Uk 2003

Charlie rats noun US Army c-rations. A combination of the phonetic
alphabet and an abbreviation of ‘rations’ us, 1982

Charlie Ridge noun a ridge in the mountainous region west of Da
Nang at the base of Ba Na Mountain; during the Vietnam war, also
used as a jocular, generic term for any piece of landscape in
Vietnam us, 1950

Charlie rockets noun a marine contraption in Korea, a small cart
with 144 tubes that fire 42-pound projectiles over a range of
approximately 5,200 yards us, 1957

Charlie Ronce; Charley Ronce noun a ponce (a man who lives off
a prostitute’s earnings); hence a derogatory term for any man.

Variants are ‘Joe Ronce’ and ‘Johnnie Ronce’. Rhyming slang,
frequently reduced to ‘Charlie’ but never ‘Joe’ or ‘Johnnie’ Uk, 1977

charlies noun the female breasts. Always in plural; of uncertain deri-
vation Uk, 1909

Charlie’s Angels noun police women. From the cult television
series about three female detectives that commenced broadcasting
in 1976 and is first recorded in this sense in the same year us, 197

Charlie Sheard noun a beard. Rhyming slang ux 1980

Charlie Smirke; Charley Smirke noun a fool. Rhyming slang for
BERK, formed from a British champion jockey of the 1930s-50s Uk
2003

Charlie Tom noun a communist terrorist. Military slang, based on
early phonetic alphabet ux 2001

Charlie Wheeler noun a woman. Rhyming slang for SHEILA, after
Charles Wheeler, the Australian artist of nudes AUSTRALIA, 1953

charlie willy noun a real or imagined state of sexual arousal as a
result of cocaine usage. Combines CHARLIE (cocaine) with wiLLy (the
penis), 1999

charm verb to talk to someone us, 1959

Charmin’ noun a timid prisoner. From the advertising slogan for
Charmin’™ toilet paper — ‘Please don't squeeze the Charmin” us,

1976

charming! used for expressing disapproval. An ironic variation of
the conventional sense, signalled with heavy emphasis on the first
syllable Uk 1956

charms noun the parts of a woman'’s body that are imagined in a
sexual context or revealed for titillating effect Uk 1937

charm school noun any leadership training course. Originally applied
to officer training in the military us 1971

charper verb to search for something, to seek something vk 2002

charperer; charpering omee; charpering omi noun a police
officer. From CHARPER (to seek) and OMEE (a man) UK 1893

charpering carsey noun a police station. From CHARPERER (a
policeman) and CARSEY (originally, a house) Uk, 1893

charra noun a person of Indian descent living in Durban. A term
that is acceptable in Hindu-to-Hindu conversation, but not for
Outsiders SOUTH AFRICA, 1970

Chartocracy nickname Canada, in which the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms gives courts wide powers CANADA, 2002

charver noun 1 2 woman, especially when objectified sexually, an act
of heterosexual intercourse with a woman. A consequent usage of
the verb CHARVER (to have sex) Uk 1979. 2 any member of a
subcultural urban adolescent group that wears hip-hop dress and
jewellery (@nd acts older than their years) Uk, 19%. 3 a female
member of the sub-cultural urban youth grouping loosely ident-
ified as cHAv. A narrowing of the previous non-gender-specific
Sense UK, 2005

charver; charva verb to have sex. From Romany charvo (to
interfere with) Uk, 1962

charvering donna noun a prostitute. A combination of CHARVER (to
have sex) and ‘donna’ (a woman) Uk, 2002

Chas noun 1 cocaine. A conventional diminutive of CHARLIE (cocaine)
UK 1999. 2 a Viet Cong; the Viet Cong. Also spelt ‘chaz’. One of not
a few variants of CHARLIE US, 1991

Chas and Dave verb to shave. Rhyming slang, formed (perhaps
ironically) on the names of two bearded Cockney musicians,
Charles (Chas) Hodges and Dave Peacock, who have been known
as a double-act since 1975. Also used as a noun UK, 1992

chase noun in horse racing, a steeplechase race s, 197

chase verb 1 t0 vigorously pursue a person responsible for some
matter and who can achieve a specific result, such as the com-
pletion of a piece of work or the provision of urgently needed
documents. A variant is ‘chase up’ Uk 195s. 2 in poker, to play
against an opponent’s superior hand us, 1%3. 3 to smoke any drug.
An abbreviation and broadening of the meaning of CHASE THE
DRAGON (to smoke heroin) Uk 199s. » chase the bag to engage
yourself in a near constant search for drugs to buy us, 1970.
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» chase the dog to loaf on the job us 1954, » chase the
dragon to inhale heroin smoke, especially from heroin burnt on a
piece of aluminium foil us 1%57. » chase the kettle to use drugs
us 1997. » chase the nurse; chase the white nurse to
become addicted to morphine us 1992. » chase the tiger to
smoke heroin ux zo02. » chase your losses when losing at
gambling, to bet more and more and with less discretion in an
increasingly frustrating attempt to win back what has been lost us,
71998

chaser noun 1 a drink taken immediately after another us 1597. 2 a
womaniser s, 7894. 3 a prison guard Us, 1982. 4 a military police
officer assigned to escort prisoners in transport. Short for ‘brig
chaser’ us, 1927. 5 a supplementary message that demands to know
what action has been taken on a previous message. A military
Usage UK, 1969. 6 a Crack cocaine user with obsessive compulsive
behaviours Us, 1992

chase-up noun a car chase or informal car race Uk, 197

chasping adjective excellent Uk, 1953

chassis noun 1 a human body us,
3 the skull Us, 1994. 4 a car US, 1947

chastity belt noun in gambling, the loss limit that some players
impose on themselves Us, 199

chastity rig noun a skin-coloured patch worn over a woman'’s vulva
to give the appearance of nudity us 1970

chat noun 1 a vocabulary, style or manner of speech or writing Uk
1968. 2 a talent for glibly persuasive speech; the gift of the gab uk
1968. 3 a thing, an article, an object Uk 1906. 4 the vagina. French
chat (cat), thus PUSSY UK 1937. 5 an old man, usually a vagrant,
deadbeat and alcoholic, or otherwise degraded. Especially in prison
USE AUSTRALIA, 1950. 6 @ louse. Prison usage AUSTRALIA, 1812

chat verb 1 t0 talk persuasively to someone as a strategy for
seduction; to flirt. Also ‘chat up’ Uk, 1s9s. 2 10 reveal a secret
JAmAICA, 2003. > chat stupidness; chat foolishness to talk
NONSeNse ANGUILLA, 1996

chatarra noun heroin. Possibly from Spanish chatarra (scrap iron) Uk,
2003

chat down verb t0 engage in flirtatious conversation BARBADOS, 195

chateaued adjective drunk on wine. Upper-class society pun on the
French chdteau (origins of good wine) with conventional
‘shattered’, 1952

chateaux cardboard noun cheap wine that comes contained in a
cardboard box AUSTRALIA, 199

chat room noun a network on the Internet that hosts real-time
typed conversations Us, 1993

Chattanooga choo-choo noun a marijuana cigarette made with
two or three rolling papers laid longways Us, 1997

chatter noun the flexing of a surfboard riding over choppy water or
the slapping sound created us, 1963

chatter verb (Used of a car) to vibrate as a result of loose parts in the
drive line us, 1954

chatterati noun a grouping of articulate middle-class people,
especially those occupied in academic, artistic or media work
A variation of CHATTERING CLASS, by a combination of ‘chatter’ and
-ERATI (a suffix that creates a fashionable grouping) Uk 2001

chatterbox noun 1 a very talkative person. Conventionally
contemptuous, but often affectionate, especially of children ux,
1774. 2 @ typewriter us, 1950

chattering class; chattering classes noun articulate middle-class
people, especially those occupied in academic, artistic or media
WOrk UK, 1985

chatty adjective dirty, worn out; in poor repair AUSTRALIA, 1944

chatty, catty and scatty adjective Of a woman, talkative, spiteful
and incapable of serious thought. Offensive Uk, 1969

chatty-chatty adjective talkative, gossipy. West Indian and UK black
usage UK, 2000

930. 2 the female breasts us, 1957.

chat up verb 1 t0 bluff or to trick someone by the use of convincing
speech Uk, 1962. 2 to flatter someone; to flirt with someone Uk, 1963

chat-up line noun a conversational gambit intended to initiate a
seduction. Extended from CHAT UP (to talk flirtatiously) Uk 19s6

chaud noun the penis Uk 2002

chav noun any member of a subcultural urban adolescent group that
dresses and acts older than their years. Variants are ‘chava’,
‘charva’, ‘chavster’” and ‘charver’. Usually derogatory, even
contemptuous; possibly derived from an abbreviation of Chatham,
the town in Kent where the genus is reputed to have originated;
possibly from, or influenced by, Romany chawy (a child) uk, 2003

chavtastic adjective unashamedly in the chav style Uk 2004

chavvy; chavy; chavvie noun a child; occasionally used, in a
derogatory sense, for a man. English gypsy use; ultimately from
Romany chavi (child, daughter) and chavo (child, son) Uk 1860

chaw verp t0 cut something up, to disfigure something. A figurative
use of an old form of ‘chew’ Uk 1959

chawbacon noun an unsophisticated country dweller us, 1834
ChCh; cheech nickname Christchurch, New Zealand ANTARCTICA, 2003
che then. In phrases such as ‘cheers che’ ANTARCTICA, 1985

C head noun a cocaine user or addict us, 1952

cheap noun » do the cheap to take a shortcut CANADA, 1994. B on
the cheap economically, cheaply, and often, too cheaply Uk 1859

cheap adjective mean, lacking in generosity Us, 1904
cheap and cheerful; cheap but cheerful agjective inexpensive but

acceptable. Deprecatory, but not as harsh as the conventional
‘cheap and nasty’ UK 1978

cheap and nasty noun a pasty (a small pastry turnover that may
contain a variety of fillings). Rhyming slang, depending on an
Australian accent for intelligent delivery AUSTRALIA 1937

cheap as chips adjective very good value; under-priced. The
catchphrase of television presenter and antique dealer David
Dickinson (b.1941) Uk, 2000

cheap at the half the price! used for extolling or appreciating a
very reasonable price. Often ironic. It seems likely that this is a
perversion of the more sensible claim: ‘cheap at twice the price’
UK 1977

cheap basing noun crack cocaine. The drug is cheaper and less
pure than FREEBASE cocaine Uk, 1998

cheap Charlie noun a cheapskate s 1952

cheap heart noun a Purple Heart award resulting from a minor
combat wound us, 1990

cheapie adjective cheap; of inferior quality. Frequently, but not orig-
inally, applied to films Uk 1898

cheapie; cheapy noun something cheap, or that is made available
at a cheaper cost UK, 1898

cheapies noun cheap thrills AUSTRALIA, 1992

cheap-jack adjective used of goods sold cheaply, or of cheap quality.
An elaboration of ‘cheap’, but based on a partial misunderstanding
of the conventional ‘cheapjack’ (a travelling hawker with a
diminishing scale of ‘bargain’ prices) Uk 1999

Cheap John adjective shoddy, inferior us, 1855

cheap line noun a person who buys inexpensive merchandise Fu,
1992

cheapo noun 1 a cheap, or inferior, thing us, 1975. 2 in chess, a trick
move or a game won because of an opponent’s error us, 1971

cheapo adjective inexpensive Us 1972

cheapo-cheapo adjective very cheap; of inferior quality Uk 1977

cheap physical stuff noun sexual activity short of intercourse us,

1968

cheap play noun in dominoes, a move that scores one point Us, 1959

cheapshit adjective inexpensive and inferior. Combines conventional
‘cheap’ with SHIT (rubbish, something of no value) Uk 2000

cheap shot noun 1 a petty, unfair insult us 1971, 2 in sports, an
unnecessary, unprovoked act of violence us, 1970

cheapskate noun a miserly person us, 189
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cheapskate adjective miserly us 1903
cheapy noun >see: CHEAPIE

cheat verb 1 when bodybuilding, to use muscles other than those
designed for use in a particular exercise us 19s4. 2 in the
entertainment industry, to move slightly to create a better camera
angle us, 1991

cheater noun anything that makes a job easier, such as a short
length of pipe or anything else that is handy to slip over the
handle of a wrench to increase leverage Us, 1941

cheaterbug noun a person who cheats SINGAPORE, 2002

cheater five noun while surfing, the toes of one foot extended over
the nose of the board only because the surfer has stretched his leg
far forward us, 195

cheaters noun 1 eye glasses US 190s. 2 dark glasses Us, 1935, 3 the eyes
UK 1977. & padding that enhances the apparent size of a female’s
breasts us, 1972. 5 metal skis us 1963. 6 in electric line work, channel
lock pliers uUs, 1950

cheater’s bar noun an anti-cheating mechanism in a slot machine
US, 1968

cheater slicks noun car tyres that are smooth but not quite
treadless us, 1970

cheat sheet noun 1 a written memory aid, usually but not always
clandestine us, 1957. 2 in casino gambling, a listing of the payoffs
for a particular ticket us, 1982

cheat spot noun an establishment that sells alcohol after closing
hours Us, 1963

cheat throat noun oral sex performed on a man in which the
person doing the performing simulates taking the penis
completely into their mouth without actually doing so. A play on
DEEP THROAT, the real thing us 1995

che-che noun a light-skinned person; an unlikeable person SAINT KITTS
AND NEVIS, 1996

check noun a gambling token us, 1974

check verb 1 to murder someone us, 1997. 2 to forget or ignore
something, often deliberately. A variant is ‘check out’ UK 19%. 3 tO
have an intimate relationship with someone. West Indian and UK
black youth usage Uk, 1993. 4 as a prank, to pull down a friend’s
bathing suit from behind us, 1997. » check hat to prepare to
leave us, 1966. » check the cheese to watch girls as they walk by
us, 1950, » check the dictionary to confirm vague or confusing
orders or directions. Vietnam war usage Us, 1997. » check the oil
level to pentrate a vagina with your finger cAnADA 2003. B check
the war to stop arguing us 1%47. » check your nerves to stay
calm s, 1927. » check your six used as a warning to a pilot to
check behind his aircraft for enemy planes. Based on the clock
configuration, with twelve o'clock being straight ahead and six
o’clock straight behind us, 1991

checkbook; chequebook adjective characterised by a seemingly
unlimited ability and will to pay for something. Applied most
commonly to journalism (paying for news), but also to enterprises
such as baseball us, 1975

check cop verb to use an adhesive placed on a cheater’s palm to
steal chips while sliding a pile of chips in a poker game to the
winner us, 1988

check crew; check gang; check team noun a racially integrated
work crew US, 1960

checkerboard adjective racially integrated us, 1930

check in verb 1 to place yourself in protective police custody Us 2001.
2 to be intitiated into a youth gang us, 1994

check out verb 1 to leave prison us 1950. 2 to die. A euphemism not
without its black humour us 1927. 3 to commit suicide while in
prison us, 1992

checkout chick noun a woman who works at a shop checkout
AUSTRALIA, 1983

check, please! used as a humorous suggestion that a conversation
is at an end. Popularised by Keith Olberman on ESPN, used by
Woody Allen in Annie Hall and Catherine Keener in Being John
Malkovich us, 1971

check this! listen to this! us 1998

check writer noun a criminal who passes bad cheques us, 1972
check you later; check ya later used as a farewell us 1952
cheddar noun money us, 1993

cheeba; cheeb noun a potent marijuana, now a generic term us, 1959
cheech noun a leader of an Italian-American criminal organisation

us, 1977

chee-chee; chi-chi noun a person of mixed European and Indian
parentage; the English accent of Eurasians in India. Derives from
Hindi chhi chhi (dirt, filth) inDia, 1816

chee-chee; chi-chi adjective of mixed European and Asian parent-
age; used for describing the English accent of Eurasians in India.
Derives from Hindi chhi chhi (dirt, filth) inpia, 1781

cheek noun 1 the buttock. Variants are ‘arse-cheek’, ‘ass-cheek’ and
‘butt-cheek’. Usually in the plural Uk c1600. 2 impudence; audacity;
effrontery Uk 1s40. 3 a sexually loose female Us, 1955

cheek verb to address someone with impudence Uk 1540
cheekiness noun effrontery, impudence Uk, 1847

cheek up verb t0 speak to someone with a decided lack of respect
BAHAMAS, 1982

cheeky adjective impudent, insolent Uk 1559
cheeky-arsed adjective impudent, insolent vk, 1972
cheeky monkey noun an impudent person, often as a term of

address and semi-exclamatory. Popularised as a catchphrase by
Comedian Al Read (1909-1987) in the late 1950s UK, 1959

cheeky possum noun an impudent fellow, a cheeky boy AUSTRALIA

1953

cheekywatter noun any alcoholic drink, especially when being
dismissive of its intoxicating properties Uk: SCOTLAND, 199

cheeo noun marijuana seeds for chewing. Possibly from an exagger-
ated pronunciation of ‘chew’ us 1973

cheep verb to betray someone, to inform upon someone Us, 1902
cheeper noun a police informer us, 1949

cheer noun LSD. an abbreviation of BLUE CHEER UK, 1998
cheerful giver noun the liver Uk 1961

cheeri goodbye. An abbreviation of CHEERIO NEW ZEALAND, 1984
cheeribye goodbye. A blend of CHEERIO and ‘goodbye’ UK, 1967
cheerio adjective tipsy SOUTH AFRICA, 1946

cheerio; cheeri-ho; cheero goodbye vk 1959

cheers! 1 used as a drinking toast Uk 1959. 2 thank you. From the
drinking toast Uk, 1976

cheer-up noun an anti-depressant tablet; an amphetamine or other
central nervous system stimulant Uk, 7999

cheerybyes goodbye Uk SCOTLAND, 1988

cheese noun 1 smegma, matter secreted by the sebaceous gland
that collects between the glans penis and the foreskin or around
the clitoris and labia minora. From the dull whitish colour of this
substance us, 1927. 2 in auto repair, a plastic body filler used to fill
in dents on a car body, usually referring to Bondo Body Filler™ us
1992. 3 the wife. Short for CHEESE AND KISSES AUSTRALIA, 4an
attractive young woman us, 1959. 5 a wedge-shaped piece of
coloured plastic used in the board game Trivial Pursuit™ vk, 2002.
6 in pool, a situation where a player needs to make only one shot
to win us, 1993. 7 money; a gambler’s bankroll. A locution
popularised by Minnesota Fats, as in, ‘I never lost when we played
for the cheese’ Us 19s5. 8 heroin Uk 2002. 9 freebase cocaine Us, 1992.
10 an amphetamine user us, 1993. 11 Money Us, 2002. 12 NoNsense
Us, 1989. 13 luck us 1990. » piece of cheese in poker, a truly
terrible hand us, 1982

cheese verb 1 t0 leave Us, 1955. 2 to smile. From the urging by
photographers that those having their picture taken say ‘cheese’ to
form a smile us, 1986

cheese! spoken by the subject of a photograph in order to shape
the lips into a smile. Often heard in the photographer’s
injunction: ‘say cheesel” Uk 1930
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cheese and crackers noun the testicles. Rhyming slang for
KNACKERS UK, 1998

cheese and crackers! used as a non-profane oath. A euphemistic
"Jesus Christ!” us, 1924

cheese and kisses noun a wife. Rhyming slang for MISSUS AUSTRALIA,
1898

cheese and rice! used for expressing surprise or irritation TRINIDAD
AND TOBAGO, 1950

cheeseball noun a corny, socially inept person us 1990

cheesebox noun a telephone device used to transfer calls received
by an illegal operation. So named, according to legend, because
the first one was found by police hidden in a cheese box us, 1952

Cheesebox nickname the Stateville Prison in Joilet, lllinois us 1992
cheese bun noun a worker who informs on his fellow workers us, 1960

cheesecake noun a scantily clad woman as the subject of a photo-
graph or artwork us, 1934

cheesecutter noun a wedge-shaped hat. From the shape, and the
memory of the vaguely similar late C19/early C20 ‘cheese-cutter
caps’ UK, 2000

cheesed off; cheesed adjective disgruntled, bored, miserable.
‘Cheese off!" (go away!), a euphemistic exclamation from 1890s
Liverpool, may be the origin. On the other hand ‘say cheese’ is a
photographer’s formula to create a smile and if you don’t feel like
smiling you may well be ‘cheesed off” Uk, 1941

cheesedog noun a socially inept person who perceives himself in
somewhat grandiose terms uUs, 1997

cheese-down verb t0 laugh uncontrollably. Military usage; probably
extended from CHEESE (to smile) but note obsolete naval slang
‘cheese down’ (to coil rope into neat spirals for a harbour stow) Uk,
1987

cheese eater noun an informer. Playing on RAT US, 1336

cheese-eating surrender monkeys noun the French; anyone who
does not support American imperialism. Coined on The Simpsons
television show as a parody of American arrogance; often used by
arrogant Americans unaware of the irony of their use. Such is the
pervasive presence of this term that it was the subject of a
question on Mastermind (11th October 2004) us, 2000

cheese grater noun a waiter. Rhyming slang ux 1998

cheese grater nickname the Chateau Champlain Hotel in Montreal
CANADA, 2002

cheesehead noun 1 a Dutch person. Derogatory, if not intentionally
s0. Probably from the shape and preponderance of Edam and
Gouda vk, 1978. 2 a resident of the state of Wisconsin. Playful but
not particularly kind us, 2003

cheesemo noun gossip. A corruption, intentional or not, of the
Spanish chisme (gossip) us, 1997

cheese off verb to annoy someone Uk 1947
cheese off! go away! Us 199
cheese on! used for expressing enthusiastic approval BARBADOS, 1965

cheese-on!; cheese-on and bread! used as a euphemistic cry in
place of Jesus Christ!’ BARBADOS, 199

cheeser noun 1 a person with smelly feet. From the malodorous
quality of ripe cheese Uk 1976. 2 a police informer us, 1979

cheese table noun a metal hole-lined table used in sheet metal
fabrication us, 1955

cheesy adjective 1 of poor quality, inexpensive, shoddy us, 1s63.
2 smelly. From the malodorous quality of ripe cheese Uk 1859

cheesy-feet noun used as a derogatory form of address. From the
malodorous quality of ripe cheese Uk 1972

cheesy-foot noun bad-smelling feet TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003

cheesy quaver noun a raver. Contemporary rhyming slang, from a
branded cheese-flavoured snack Uk 2002

cheesy quaver raver noun a member of a social grouping within
the hardcore rave culture, characterised by a fashion for boiler
suits, white gloves and paint masks. After Quavers™, a cheese

flavoured snack food, punning on ‘cheesy’ (unfashionable) and
USINg RAVER (a party goer) UK, 2002

chellum noun a clay pipe for smoking marijuana SOUTH AFRICA, 2003

Chelsea bun noun a son; the sun. Rhyming slang; a variation of
CURRANT BUN UK, 1998

Chelsea Pier adjective queer, odd. Rhyming slang, formed on a
London landmark; similar to BRIGHTON PIER but here ‘queer’
doesn't lead to ‘homosexual” Uk, 2003

chemical noun 1 crack cocaine Us 1992, 2 any drug with addictive
characteristics Uk, 2003

chemical generation noun a section of society identified as the
first to have MDMA, the drug best known as ecstasy, as a rec-
reational option, especially those who were actually a part of the
attendant dance culture. The chemical generation began in the
late 1980s but was probably not identified by this title until the
late 90s; the definitive recreational drug culture was not restricted
to MDMA but its wide use signalled a greater-than-ever-before
acceptance of man-made and designer drugs Uk, 1998

chemically challenged adjective drunk. ‘Challenged’ is a key word
in the lexicon of political correctness, lending an air of humour to
this use us, 1994

chemical persuasion noun in caving and pot-holing, explosives Uk
2004

chemise-lifter noun a lesbian; an effeminate homosexual male.
Originally, a play on SHIRF-LIFTER (@ homosexual man) coined by
Barry Humphries who defined it in A Nice Night's Entertainment,
1981, as ‘a female invert’; subsequently, derived perhaps by a
misunderstanding of the original definition, the male variation has
gained a little currency AUSTRALIA, 1981

chemist noun a person who uses a mainframe computer for the
academic purposes for which it was designed, depriving the
speaker of the chance to use it for more interesting, less academic
purposes us, 1991

chemmie noun a shirt; a blouse. Probably from ‘chemise’ Uk 2002
chemmy; shemmy noun the card-game ‘chemin-de-fer’ Uk 1923

chemo noun 1 chemotherapy, a cancer treatment us, 1978. 2 a liquid
octane booster that is inhaled for its intoxicating effects us, 1994

chep noun a kiss, intimate or otherwise; kissing IRELAND, 2001

chequed-up adjective having ready money after receiving payment
for seasonal work AUSTRALIA, 1905

cheroot noun a large marijuana cigarette us, 1993

cherry noun 1 the hymen; virginity (male or female); the state of
sustained sexual abstinence. Combines with a variety of verbs
(bust, crack, pop) to indicate the ending of a virgin condition us,
1918. 2 @ virgin; someone who because of extenuating
circumstances has abstained from sex for a long period us, 1942.
3 by extension, any innocence that can be lost us, 195. 4 by
extension, someone who is completely inexperienced Us, 1946. 5 a
pretty young woman, a girlffriend. Also spelt ‘cherrie’, ‘cherie’,
‘tcherrie’ and ‘tjerrie’ SOUTH AFRICA, 1962. 6 a young woman regarded
as the object or subject of a transitory sexual relationship. Scamto
youth street slang (South African townships) SOUTH AFRICA, 2005. 7 Of
a male, the ‘virginity” of the anus Us, 1997. 8 an entry-level youth
gang member us, 1987. 9 In pool, an extremely easy shot Us, 1993.
10 in horse racing, a horse that has yet to win a race us, S11in
greyhound racing, the inside starting position AUSTRALIA, 1989. 12 the
clitoris AUSTRALIA, 1985. 13 a female nipple Us, 1964. 14 in cricket, a
new ball Uk, 1953. 15 the flashing red light on top of a police car us,
1976. 16 a blush; a red face. From the colour Uk 2001, » pick a
cherry in bowling, to knock over a pin that had been previously
missed Us, 1953

cherry adjective 1 virginal us, 1933. 2 without a criminal record us, 1950.
3 (used of a car) restored to better than mint condition us, 1953

cherryade noun an assistant to Cherie Booth, wife of UK Prime
Minister Tony Blair. Both the drink and the aide may be described
as ‘red, sweet and fizzing' Uk 1998

cherryberry noun a uniform red beret of the Parachute Regiment;
hence, a soldier of the Parachute Regiment Uk 1979
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cherry boy noun a male virgin us, 1974

Cherry Coke adjective bisexual. Suggests neither one thing nor the
other’ UK 2001

cherry farm noun a prison, or the section of a prison reserved for
firsttime offenders us, 196

cherry fine adjective excellent Us 196

cherry girl noun a virgin. US military usage during the Vietnam war
us, 1982

Cherry Hill nickname during the Vietnam war, the base camp of the
3rd Battalion, 16th Artillery Regiment, just outside Chu Lai. So
named because the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese did not
attack the camp during the 1968 Tet Offensive, hence the ‘cherry’
Us, 199

cherry hog; cherry noun a dog, especially a greyhound. Rhyming
slang, formed on the old name for ‘a cherry stone’ Uk 1960

cherry juice noun hydraulic fluid in a tank turret traversing system
Vietnam war usage Us, 7997

cherry kicks noun the first drug injection enjoyed by someone just
released from prison us, 1971

cherry menth; cherry meth noun the recreational drug GHB us, 1995
cherry orchard noun a woman'’s college us, 1966

cherry patch noun a poker game being played by a group of poor
players, ripe for the taking by a good professisonal us, 1982

cherry picker noun 1 a boy or youth in a sexual relationship with an
older man. Royal Navy use Uk 1961. 2 a person who targets virgins
for seduction Us, 1960. 3 the penis. A play on CHERRY (virginity) Uk,
2003. 4 one pound (£1). Rhyming slang for NICKER (a pound) Uk, 1974.
5 a machine, mounted on a rail car or caterpillar tractor, for
picking up logs dropped from cars or on roadsides CANADA, 192. 6 a
crane uUs, 1987. 7 a large bucket on a boom attached to a truck used
to raise a worker to work in an elevated position on power lines,
telephone lines, etc us, 1997. 8 an engine hoist US, 1992. 9 a railway
pointsman. Named because of the red railway signal lights us, 1946.
10 a prominent, hooked nose US, 198

cherry pie noun 1 in the entertainment industry, extra money
earned for something other than ordinary work us, 1955. 2 in circus
and carnival usage, extra work for extra pay uUs, 1981

cherry-popping noun the act of taking someone’s virginity us, 1975

cherry red noun the head. Rhyming slang uk 199

cherry ripe noun 1 a pipe. Rhyming slang, propbably influenced by
‘cherry-wood pipe’ Uk 1857. 2 nonsense. Rhyming slang for TRIPE
Can be shortened to ‘cherry’ Uk 1960

cherrytop noun a police car; a police car’s coloured lights us, 1970

Chessex girl noun an upper-class young woman dressed with the
down-market trappings of vulgar glamour. Coined by the Tatler
magazine, July 2003, as a compound of ‘Chelsea’ (a traditonally
well-off area of London) and ESSEX GIRL (a social stereotype of a
loud, vulgar, sexually available woman) Uk 2003

chest noun a woman's breasts us 19s5. B get it off your chest to
say something that you may have kept private or secret; to confess
UK 1902

chestbonz noun the marijuana smoker who takes the greatest
inhalation from a shared water-pipe UK, 1999

Chester and Esther noun in craps, a bet on any craps and eleven.
A back formation from the initials ‘c and e’ us, 1985

chesterfield noun a sofa or couch. Especially in the western
provinces of Canada, this word is the universal term for this
common piece of furniture CANADA, 1950

Chester the Molestor; Chester noun a lecherous man us, 1959
chestily aaverb arrogantly, conceitedly us, 190s

chestnut noun 1 a chestnut horse Uk 1670, 2 a stale story or outworn
jest. Also known as ‘an old chestnut’ us, 1ss0
chestnuts noun 1 the testicles us 1971. 2 the female breasts us 1971

chesty adjective 1 of @ woman, who has generously proportioned
breasts Uk 1955, 2 used of symptoms (such as a cough) that result
from an unhealthiness or weakness in the chest; also used of

someone who is inclined to such a condition Uk 1930. 3 arrogant,
conceited us, 1899

Chev; Chevy; Chevvy noun a Chevrolet car us, 1937
chevoo noun a party. A variant of SHIVOO AUSTRALIA, 1963

Chevy Chase noun the face. Rhyming slang, originally for the scene
of a Scottish and English battle recorded in a famous ballad of
1624. The original slang usage, pronounced ‘chivvy’, flourished
from 1857 but was presumed obsolete by 1960. The revival,
recorded by www.LondonSlang.com in June 2002, is more likely
inspired by a US bank or the comedy actor Chevy Chase (b.1943)
UK, 2003

Chevy Chased adjective drunk. Possibly rhyming slang for SHITFACED
(drunk) from CHEvY CHASE (face), possibly a variant of OFF YOUR FACE
(very drunk) Uk, 2002

Chevy eleven noun in the used car business, a Chevrolet Il us, 1992

chew noun 1 chewing tobacco us 1990, 2 an act of oral sex Uk,
3 food. South African school usage SOUTH AFRICA, 1961

chew verb » chew face to kiss us 1950. > chew it in skate-
boarding, to fall from the board us 1975. » chew pillows to be
the passive partner in anal sex Uk 1979. » chew steel (of a
racehorse) to strain against the bit AUSTRALIA, 1959. » chew the
cud to consider something; to be very thoughtful ux 1749
» chew the fat to gossip, to chatter idly us, 1207. » chew the
rag to discuss something; to complain, to moan; hence, to argue
UK 1835. » chew the scenery to over-act in a dramatic perform-
ance us, 1973. » chew the sugar cane to gossip Us, 1973. » chew
your tobacco more than once to repeat yourself ¢

chew and choke noun a roadside restaurant; a motorway services
Us, 1976

chew and spew; chew ’n’ spew noun a fast-food outlet; the food
served at such a place, especially if the quality of the food is lower
than expectations AUSTRALIA, 1998

chewed to loon shit adjective ground up; ruined CANADA, 1974
chewers noun the teeth us, 1970

chewies noun crack cocaine us, 1994

chew out; chewing out noun a rebuke us, 194

chew out verb 1 to perform oral sex on a woman AUSTRALIA, 1985. 2 tO
rebuke someone harshly us, 1929

chew over verb to consider something, to discuss something us,
chewsday noun Tuesday. Humorous us, 1877

chewy noun 1 crack cocaine mixed with marijuana for smoking us
1993. 2 chewing gum. Also spelt ‘chewie’. Usually as a non-count
noun, but can also be used to refer to a single piece of chewing
BUM AUSTRALIA, 1924

chewy on your boot! | hope your kick goes astray. Used as a cry of
discouragement in Australian Rules football AUSTRALIA, 1966

Chi nickname Chicago, lllinois us, 1895

chiac; shack noun the dialect of residents of the Shediac, New
Brunswick area CANADA, 2001

chiack; chiak noun teasing AUSTRALIA, 1869

chiack; chiak; chyack verb to tease someone. From C19 British

costermonger’s slang ‘chi-hike” (a hurrah or friendly
commendation) AUSTRALIA, 1853

chiacking; chiaking noun teasing AUSTRALIA, 1853

Chiantishire nickname Tuscany, especially the area around Chianti.

Humorously formed in the manner of an English county; from the
popularity of the area with British expatriates and tourists Uk, 198

chib noun a knife or razor used as a weapon. Probably a variation of
CHIV (a knife) Uk: SCOTLAND, 1973

chib verb to stab or otherwise cut someone with a knife or a razor.
From cHIB (a knife) Uk: SCOTLAND, 1990

chiba noun 1 heroin. Probably a misspelling or mishearing of CHIVA
(heroin) Uk, 2003. 2 marijuana. Spanish slang embraced by English-
speakers Us, 1981

chiba-chiba noun marijuana, especially potent marijuana from
Colombia or Brazil us, 1979

9,
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chibbing noun a deliberate wounding by stabbing or razor-cutting Uk,
2001
chibs; chips noun the buttocks us,

chica noun a girl. Spanish; used largely as a term of address, and
largely by those without a working knowledge of Spanish us, 2000

Chicago bankroll noun a single large denomination note wrapped
around small denomination notes, giving the impression of a great
deal of money us, 1966

Chicago black noun a dark-leaved variety of marijuana. Grown in
and around Chicago us, 1971

Chicago contract noun a binding oral agreement, secured by
honour us, 1992

Chicago green noun a green-leafed variety of marijuana. Grown in
and around Chicago us, 1967

Chicago G-string noun a g-string designed to break open, revealing
the dancer’'s completely naked state us, 1981

Chicago heavy mess noun boiled salt pork CANADA, 1961

Chicago leprosy noun infections, scars and abcesses caused by
prolonged intravenous drug use Us, 1992

Chicago piano noun an anti-aircraft gun or other automatic weapon
US, 1941

Chicago pill noun a bullet Us 1949
Chicago rattlesnake noun salt pork CANADA, 1947
Chicago typewriter noun a fully automatic weapon us, 1963

chicamin noun money. The word is adapted from Chinook jargon
‘chikamnin’ (iron, metal) CANADA, 1963

Chicano noun a Mexican-American. Originally a slur; by the later
1960s a term of self-identification and pride us, 1951

Chicano time noun used for denoting a lack of punctuality us 1972
chi-chi noun first aid us, 1992 1> see: CHEE-CHEE

chi-chi adjective 1 homosexual. From the conventional usage
denoting a fussy style Uk, 2002, 2 fashionable; fussy. Also spelt ‘she-
she’ Uk, 1932

chi-chi gal noun a lesbian samaica, 2004
chi-chi man noun a male homosexual JAMAICA, 2000
chi-chis noun a woman’s breasts us, 197

chick noun 1 a young woman us, 1s99. 2 a male prostitute Uk 1984, 3 a
friendly fighter aircraft us, 1957. 4 cocaine. One of many variations
on the cocaine-as-female theme us, 1990

chickabiddy noun used as a term of endearment for a child. From a
C18 childish variation on ‘chicken’ Uk 1829

chicken noun 1 a2 woman us 1981, 2 a boy, usually under the age of
consent, who is the target of homosexual advances us, 1974. 3 a
child, a youthful or inexperienced person; often as an affectionate
form of address uk 1711. 4 a young and inexperienced prostitute,
especially male Uk 19ss. 5 someone under the legal drinking age us,
71990. 6 Used as a term of endearment IRELAND, 2003. 7 a test of wills
in which two cars drive directly at each other until one driver -
the loser — veers off course us, 1952. 8 a coward. From the charac-
teristics ascribed to the best of ‘chickens’; in an earlier sense,
found in Shakespeare, the meaning is ‘someone timorous and
defenceless’ Us, 1936. 9 marijuana us, 1997. 10 a small halibut. Alaskan
usage US, 1997 >see: CHICKEN PERCH. » no chicken; no spring
chicken no longer young Uk, 160

chicken adjective scared, cowardly, afraid us, 1933

chicken bone noun a chocolate-filled hard sweet confection
invented by the Ganong family firm of St Stephen, New Brunswick
CANADA, 2002

chickenbone special noun any small, local railway us, 1970
chicken burner noun a Pontiac ‘Firebird’ car Uk, 1981

chicken bus noun during the war in Vietnam, a troop transport bus
From the chicken wire that covered the windows in the hope of
keeping enemy grenades outside the bus us, 1990

chicken catcher noun in electric line work, an armsling us, 1950

chicken colonel noun in the US Army, a full colonel. From the eagle
insignia of the rank us, 1918

chicken cookies noun frozen ground chicken patties ANTARCTICA, 7997

chicken coop noun 1 a women'’s jail or prison us, 1949. 2 an outdoor
toilet us, 1970. 3 a weight station. Citizens’ band radio and trucking
slang us, 1975

chicken crank noun an amphetamine fed to chickens to accelerate
their egg-laying Us, 1989

chicken curry verb to worry. Rhyming slang vk 2001
chicken dinner noun a pretty woman us, 1946

chickenfeed noun 1 a less than generous amount of money Us, 183
2 a task that can be accomplished with ridiculous ease SINGAPORE,
2002. 3 methamphetamine uUs, 1964

chicken fillet noun a gel-filled pad placed into a brassiere cup to
uplift and enhance the appearance of a woman’s breast; a gel-filled
full breast prosthesis Uk, 2003

chicken fink noun an unlikeable, disloyal person us, 1973
chickenguts noun braided military decorations us, 1943

chickenhawk noun 1 during a war, someone who supports the war
but avoids military service themselves. Virtually every member of
the US government that supported the 2003 invasion of Iraq
avoided active military service in Vietnam during their youth us,
7988. 2 @ mature homosexual man who seeks much younger men
as sexual partners us, 1965. 3 by extension, a woman who seeks out
young male lovers us, 197

chickenhead noun 1 a female who pursues a male solely because of
the male’s success and visibility as a musician, athlete, etc us, 1999.
2 a person performing oral sex on a man. Also ‘chickhead’. From
the bobbing motion us, 1996. 3 an aggressive or violent woman us,
1980. & a foolish, frivolous person us, 1906

chicken heart verb to fart. Rhyming slang, only recorded in the past
tense UK 1992

c