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Logic The basic rules of reasoning • What make an argument “good”?

Epistemology Philosophy of knowledge • What is knowledge?
• How do cognizers acquire knowledge?

Metaphysics Philosophy of being • What does it mean to exist?
• What sorts of things exist?

Ethics Philosophy of right and wrong • Which acts are moral actors obliged to do?
• Which acts are moral actors prohibited to 

do?
• Which acts are moral actors permitted to do?
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La nieve es blanca.

雪是白的 Der Schnee ist weiss.

Snow is white.
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p → q
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“If p then q.”
or

“P implies q.”
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p ↔ q
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“P implies q.”
and

“Q implies p.”
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Necessity Necessary propositions cannot be false. “Two plus two equals five.” □p

Possibility Possible propositions can be either true 
or false.

“Crows are white.”
◊p

Impossibility Impossible propositions cannot be true. “Circles have four sides.” ¬◊p
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Foundationalism

Coherentism

Pragmatism
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Libertarianism 1. Free will is the ability to chose between and undertake one of two (or 
more) incompatible courses of action.

2. There are free will agents.

Indeterminism There is more than one physically possible future.

Determinism There is only one physically possible future.

Compatibilism Determinism is compatible with the existence of free will agents.

Incompatibilism Determinism is incompatible with the existence of free will agents.
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