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A

DEFENSE

OFfF THE

REFLECTIONS

UPON
Ancient and Modern Learning,

In Anfwer to the OBJECTIONS
of Sir W. Temple, and Others.

To Anthony Hammond, Efg;

Honoured S IR,

HEN 1 firft began at your
Defire to draw up my
Thoughts concerning the

comparative Extent and Ex-
cellency of the Learning of the Ancients
and the Moderns, I did not imagine that
what T intended to fay upon that Subjed,
could have met with that Oppofition which

A I found
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I found it did. One would think that 2
Vindication of the Defigns and Perfornman-
cesof the Age onelives in, fhould begrate-
ful to every Man ; efpecially to thofe who
think they can do any Thing confiderable,
fince upon this Foot all Parties fhould in all
probability be pleafed. Let Mens Studies
lie which way they will, towards Divini-
ty, Mathematic’s, Philofophy, Philology,
or Natural Hiftory, fuch a Defigs can on-
ly tend towards putting. the World upon
fetting a due Value upon the Labors of
thefe Men, efpecially if they be readly ex-
cellent orufeful. And he whofe whole Aim
is to leflen and difparage the Performances
of Learned Men, ought, methink, fo far
to be looked upon as a Common Adverfa-
ry. It is plain both by Sir W. Temple’s
Effay, and by his Defenfe of that Effay, that
it was his Drift to reprefent Mankind, in
thefe latter Ages, as languid and effoere,
when compared withwhatit was 3 or 4000
Years ago. The Inventions and Difcove-
ries of the prefent Age, efpecially by the
Men of Grefpam, have been treated with
Contempt, and the value which has been
put upon them, by truly Competent Judg-
es, has been attributed by him to Pride and
Ignorance. His Cenfure was manifeiﬁy
rath, becaufe in feveral Things he plainly
fhew’d that he underftood nothing of the
Matter. And his Quality and Wit did by

no
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no means enable him to pafs fuch a Judg-
ment. T never thought my felf tolerably
qualified to make the due Comparifon, I
only pointed at fome of the moft confide-
rable Things, thereby defigning to aflift
thofe who were more unacquainted with
the Queftion to make 2 general Judgment.
1 endeavoured likewife to write asdecently
towards Sir W. Temple as I could, fince he
was wholly a Stranger to me, and had very
agreeably entertained the World with feve-
ral ingenious Treatifes. The Society which
I principally had in my Eye to defend,
whom he more than once contemptuoufly
cills, the Men of Grefbam, were many of
them every way as confiderable for Birth
and Quality, for Parts and Wit as Sir W,
Temple himfelf, and their Labors were what
in ‘Truth deferved the juft Applaufes of the
Lovers of Learning and Religion; they ha-
ving been, as they ftill are, fo eminently
ferviceable to both,  So that fetting Sir. W.
7. himfelf afide, from whom I did not ex-
{pe any Commendation, I thought the
teft of the Learned Men of this Age would
pot be ill pleafed with my Defign, how
much foever they might bediffatisfied with
the Performance.

1 was furprized therefore to fee Mr. Aeill
in his Examination of Dr. Burnet’s Theory,
fall fo feverely upon me in thefe words ;
“ I wonder therefore why Mr. Wotton in

“his
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minat. of
Dr. Bur-
net’s Theo-
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“ hisRefle@ions upon Ancientand Modern
“ Learning, fhould fay, 7hat Des Cartes

<
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¢ joined to bis great Genius an exquifite Skill
in Geometry 5 fo that he wrought upon ine
relligible Principles in an inteligible man-
nery tho be very often failed of one Part
of his End ; namely, a right Explication
of the Phaenomena of Nature ; yet, by
marrying Geometry and Phyfics togetber,

““ be put the World in hopes of a Mafculine
“ Offfpring. This, I think, isa clearer

&
<<
<

Demontftration than any in Des Cartes’s
Principles of Philofophy, that Mr, War-
ton either underftands no Geometry, er

“ elfe that be never read Des Cartes’s Prin-
“ ciples ; for from the beginning to the
“ end of them, there is not one Demon-

<«

ftration drawn from Geometry, oria-

“ deed any Demonftration at all ; except
“ Mr. Wotton will fay, that every Thing
“ that is Illuftrated by a Figure is a De-
“ monftration, and then indeed he may
“ produce enough of fuch Demonftrati-
“ ons in his Philofophical Werks. So far

“ was Des Cartes from marrying Phyfics

(14

with Geometry, that it was his great

“ Fault that he made no ufe at atf of
() Exs- « Gegmetry in Pbilofophy.” () For
had I made a Miftake, and had Des Corres
5 Tho- never joined Mathematics and Philofophy
7o '® together, yet flill, fince Mr. Keid fets up
for Skill in thofe Parts of Learning parti-

cular lYa
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cularly, whofe Increafes in this Age 1
chiefly contend for, I thought I might rea-
fonably have look’d for fairer Quarter ;
and I could not forbear crying out, £t 7«
Brute, when he fell upon me. But then
one would certainly take it for granted,
that this Great Mathematician fhould Ac-
cufe me of what he can prove me Guilty,
and not Charge me with what he full well
konows is 110t Deducible from my Words.
He fays Des Cartes made no ufe at all of
Geometry in Philofophy : Let the Excellent
Mr. Halley, now the worthy Profeffor of
Geometry in Oxford, be Judge. In the
Paper concerning Optics, which he did me
the Honor to Communicate to me, he has
thefe words ; ““ As toDigptrics, tho’ fome
“ of the Ancients mention Refraftion, as
“ a Natural Effe& of Tranfparent Media ;
“ yet Des Cartes was the ffitft, who in
“ this Age has Difcobered the Latws of
“ Refracion, andbrought Dioptrics
“ to a Scfence,” () The Queltion is () yrg,
not whether Des Cartes demonftrates every Supra
Thing in his Principles, but whether he ;{C;i:;’
found out any thing in Natural Philofo-" "
phy, by the help of Geometry. This Mr.
Hoalley averrs he did in his Digprrics, and 1
never faid he did it in his Principles : So
that when Mr. KeiZ falls upon me on the
Account of Des Cartes’s Principles, hefhews
himfelf to be but an indifferent Logician,

B by
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by putting into his Conclufion what he did
not find in his Premifes : For T am fure he
will not deny Dioptrics to be a very Noble
Part of Philofophy.

HavinF faid thus much in Vindication
of my felf, T think I am boundto fay fome-
thing too in Vindication of my moft Learn-
ed Friend Dr. Bentley, who has fuffered for
being Engagedin a Controverfy, into which
I at firlt drew him. Mr. Xeif in the firft
Place accufes him for Afferting, that tho’
the Axis of the Earth were Perpendicular to
the Plane of phe. Ecliptic, yet take the whole
Year about, we fhould have the fame Mea-
fure of FHeat as we have now ; WE, i e.
The Inbabitants of the Temperate Zome.
Whereas it is certain, that if the Sw» had
moved continnally in the Aequator, thefe
Temperate Regionsof the Earth would not,
take the whole Year about, have had fo
much Heat as they have now. Naw this
1s all a Cavil uponthe word WE : Dr. Bens-
ley means the Inhabitants of the whole
Globe ; not Englifhmen, Frenchmen, or Ger-
mans, in oppofition to the Inhabitants of
Guinea, Perfia, ar the Eaff-Indies : He is
there fpeaking of the whole Race of Man-
kind, and in their Names fetting forth the

Praifes of our Great Creator, who in éve-

ry Thing has confidered what was beft for
us ; and by a long Induction of Particulars,
fhewing that Meliority in abundance of

’ ' In-
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Inftances. And if the WE be taken of
‘Mankind in general, difperfed over the
greateft part of the Terreftrial Globe, Dr.
Bentley'’s Propofition is frictly true ; and
therefore to prevent all future Cavils or
Mifinterpretations, he has put zbe Earth
inftead of We in theEdition of his Sermons
which he put out in 1699, (4). (d) In the
. firft Edi-
tion of 1693, it isthus 3 ¢ Tho' the Axis then had been Perpen-
‘ dicular, yet cake the whole Year about, and WE thould have
“ had the fame Meafure of Heat, that WE have now.”  Benrley's
Coxf. of Atheifm from Origin and Frame of World, Part. III. Pag. 23.
In the Edition of 1699, it is alter’d thus ; “ Tho’ the Axis then
* had been Perg_?ndicular, et take the whole Year about, and

“ THE EARTH would have had the fame Meafure of Heat
¢ that I'T has now, Ibid. Pag. 259.

The next Thing for which he accufes
Dr. Bentley, is his Aflerting, That ’tis Mat-
ter of Fall and Experience, that the Moon
always fhews the fame Face to us, not once
‘wheeling about her ownCenter, (e). * Where- (¢) Exemi-
“ gs, (fays Mr. Keill,) ’tis evident toany #s’.of Dr.
“ one who thinks, that the Moon fhews l;},',':,’;”
“ the fame Face to us, for this very Rea- Pag7o.
“ fon, becaufe fhe does turn once in the
“ Time of her Period, about her own
Center.” () Thisis fo heavy a Crime (f) Ibid
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capable of Demontftration.” (g) I am
fure it were to be wifbed, that Men that
endeavour to deferve well of Religion and
Learning, might be treated with Candor
and Decency by other Men, who them-
felves are Men of Merit.  Mr. Keill's Phy-
fical Le&tures fhew him to be both willing
to do, and capable of doing good Service
to Learning, in that Noble Univerfity
where he lives: And for that Reafon, I
fhall overlook his Ufage of Dr. Bentley and
of my felf. As he grows older he will
grow wifer, and not run a-muck at Men
that never provoked him, nor go out of
his way to vilifie and leflen their Repu-

[14

tations.

In the Cafe before us, he knows that
Sir Jfaac Newton was the firft Man that
made that Inference from the Moon’s fhew-
ing the fame Face to us, that Mr. Xeifhas
done ; namely, that therefore fhe turns a-
bout her Axis, and that the Time of one
Rotation is equal to the Period of her Mo-
tion round theEarth. Nay Mr.Mercator,who
gave the firft hint of this proper diurnal Rota-
tion of the Moon, in his Aftronomy which
he Publitht in 1676, declares in fo many
words, that he had it from Sir Jfaac New-
ton, who atterwards Publifhed it himfelf,
(and that too juft as a Hint in a Line or
two) in his own Famous Book which came
out in 1687. You will be furprized, Sir%

i
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if T fhould tell you that I have heard it
very credibly related, tHat this Notion of
2 Diurnal Rotation of the Moon about its own
Axis, was fo new and ftrange to Dr. Walis,
that he never could rightly apprehend ner
embrace it ; and long after Mr. Newton’s
Book came out, he {peaks of it as if he

could notdigeftit. (k) Dr. Bent-
ley therefore fpake the Language
of all the Aftronomers before Sir
Ifaac Newton : So that it was not
Jo evident to any one that Thought,
that the Maon fhews the fame Face
to us for that very Reafon, becaufe
Sbe does turn once in the Time of her
Period about ber own Center ; {ince,
it feems, many Men that ZThought
in their Generations, never found
it out. Dr. Bentley has fhewn
that he will not perfift in an Er-
ror ; for in the Edition of that
Sermon in 1699, he has left out
the words, ot once wheeling about
ber Center. Itis nowantof Judg-
ment, not to know all Sir Jfaac
Newton's Difcoveries ; efpecially
when they come in by the bye,

(2) Fom vers,
quod & Telluri com-
petat bujufmodi circa
Juum Axem Converfio
(qud & Lunam cir-
cumferre apta fit) ex
ipfius  Motx Dixrno
Conftas. Nec minus
certum widetur, hbu-
Jufmodi Motum Lunae
non cempetere, cxm
Jenper eadem Lanae
Sacies nos  refpiciac.
Luod fieri mom poffes-
fi Luna Terram cire
cumferret ; nifi forfan
diceretur, eadem plane
Temporis Periode Tere
ram c.rcumferre, qus
tivca fuum Axem ipfs
wertitur, contra quans
in reliquis fit. Wal-
lifius gc AeftuMaris,
Pag. 743. Edit. Ox-
on, 1693.

and are {o thick crouded as they are in his
Incomparable Book. But it is fomething
which deferves a feverer Name than I give
to it, to Infult a Learned Man for not
knowing an Aftronomical Difcovery which

Dr.



10

(h) Sec
Dr. Chey-
»e’s Philo-
Sophical
Principles
of Natural
‘Religion:
London.
17058,

A Defenfe of the Refleétions upon
Dr.Wallis could never give a full 4ffent to-
And before I leave Mr. Keill, T fhall take
the Freedom to tell him, that Dr. Bentléy
may, Mr. Xeill himfelf being Judge, be al-
lowed to leave his Lexicons, and wventure to
Reafon in thofe parts of Learning which are
capable of Demonftration ; {ince thereis fcarce
one fingle Inftance that Dr. Bentley had
urged betore of the Wifdom of God in form-
ing of theWorld, and of Human Bodies, in his
Six laft Difcourfes, which Mr. Keill's Coun-
treyman, Dr. Cheyre, has not urged in the
fame way, and drawn the fame Conclufions
from them, that Dr. Bentley had done fo
long before. (h) Dr. Cheyne's Authori
will pafs with Mr. Keill, becaufe his Boo
was approved byDr. Freind of Chrifichurch,
and by two excellent Mathematicians, my
very worthy Friends, Dr. Arbuthnort, and
Mr. Craig : This is what I thought necef-
fary to fay to Mr. Keill, who fees that I
have not gone one Step out of my way to
reckon with him,

Some time after this Admonition from
Mr. Keill, T receiv’d feveral from the No-
ble Examinér of Dr. Bentley’s Differtation
wpon the Epiftles which go abroad under the
Name of Phalaris. One of them is con-
cerning a Grammatical Obfervation of mine
about Delphi and Delphos, which that No-
ble Author has with greater plaimnefs of
Speech, than any of mine towards Sir W.

Temple
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Temple,chaftized me for; afferting that Del-

phos was more analogous to the Genius of

our Tongue than Delphi. What Dr. Bent-

Igly has faid in my Defence, is unanfwera-

ble.; to which I fhall only add, That Mr,

Moile, a Gentleman of great Learning and
Politenefs in bis Tranflation of Xengphor's

Iléep, or of the Improvement of the Revenue

of the State of Athens, which came out af-

ter the firft Edition of the Reflexions, al-

ways fays Del(bz‘ » and not Delphos. So

does my excellent Friend Mr. Jenkin, inhis
Reafonablenefs of Chriftianity ; and which is
incomparably more to my prefent purpofe,

{q did the very Learned Dr. Gale, late Dean

of York, in one of his Sermons (#) which (£)Serm.
was printed after the Nodle Examiner’s Book 1L 2- 79-
came out : To which Book there is reafon

to believe Dr.Gale was by no means a
Stranger. (/) As far as an Argument can ()1 am
be ad hominem, Dr. Gale’s Authority is here glad of
decifive. ‘To you and me, Sir, Mr. Stan- ;'},‘:tf,),ﬁ;y
ley's Authority is fo, who, as Dr. Bentley of ment-
has obferved already, conftantly fays, Del- ‘;?,‘:rgtﬁm
phi in his Lives of the Philofophers, as did Deanor

York, and
of paying my Public Acknowledgments to him for the particular

Kindnefs and Favours I receiv’d from him, while ¥ was under his
Care. The Foundation of all the little Knowlege I have in thefe
Matters, was laid by him, which I gratefully own; for I
think my felf obliged to let the World know whom T have been

beholden to.  Boile Examin. of Dr. Bentley's Differzations upon the Epis
PBlesof Phalaris ; pag. 59, 6o.

our
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our dear Friend, your Kinfman, Mr. 7%,.
Stanley his Son, in his Tranflation of Aclian’s
Various Hiftory. 'The Truth is,in Words of
daily ufe, which we have from the Com-
mon People, the Conftru&ion and Analo-
gy, as we havereceived it fromthem, muft
be followed. They gave us thofe Words,
and we muft take them as they have given
them; but in Words which Learned Men
firft introduced, which they chiefly have
occafion to ufe, it is inexcufable to pre-
tend Cuftom is to be follow’d, when the
Analogy of a Language is manifeftly viola-
ted. If therefore a Learned Man has ever
ufed fuch aWord wrong, he has nothing to
do but to mend the Fault, when onice he is
made acquainted with it.

This therefore is the true Reafon why I
did not ftrike out this Remark , when I
purged the Reflexions from the other wnbe-
coming Paffages, as the Noble Examiner calls

(m) This them. (m) Had I ftruck it out, I had
et owned my felf miftaken in the Obfervation,

’llzvc been whichI can by no means do.

pare

but gha,t Mr. Worton, when he was purging his Book of fome unbe.
coming Paffages, in a fecond Edition of it, thought fit ftill to retain
‘this Grammatical Reflefion there : Perhaps in a Third Edition he'll
take care that this too fhall bear the rcft Company. Id. ibid.
page 97.

Another Admonition I have alfo received
from the fame Noble Author, in thejoyn—
ation
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dation of which I muft fay, I think he is
miftaken. When he is giving Dr. Bentlzy

fome Pldin Advice about coining of new
Words, and tells him, That that is tbhe

Work of great Mafters, and a Privilege al-

lowed only to Writers of the firff Rate, who.

know the compafs of a Language, and fee
through all its feveralBeauties and Blemifhes ;

He adds, Sir W. Temple may fay fufficien-

cy, and the World will [peak after him. (n) (Z)d .
*Tis plaifi, by thefé Words, that this Noble 556 F &
Author thought I had tacitly reproved Sir
W.Temple for making a new Word, or ufing

an old one, at leaft, in awrong Senfe. Now

1 had never blamed Sir W.Zemple for coin-

ing that Word, and had I done fo, I had

been my felf in fault ; fince I knew, that

Mr. Ebobbes had ufed it, in'a not much un-

like Senfe, long before, in his Leviathan (o).

And after all, how grear a Mafter foever ()) pare1.
Sir W. Temple may be thought to be, there cap. 11.
are agreat many Words and Phrafes which Fg 2;,
he ufés, that in all probability will not be Hiswords
commonly received among us in haft: Rap- < thefe,
port for Proportion 5 Defenfe of Commerfetor ous an,m
Probibition of Trade ; Surintendance for Su-Juh as

: ithout be
perintendence ; and very many fuch fort of ,; sonfer

Expreflions, efpecially in his Aemoirs and ;wmbffm-
- , elves o
Letzigrs,d are purely Frexch, and not yet N2- 7ot
turalized amongus. ficiency,
delight in
Supoofing themfelves Gallant Men, are enclined only to Offensarion. And
again in tiie Margen, Ambition from Opinion of @uffciency. Itis

‘Thefe
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plain from hence, that Mr. Hobbes takes Sufficiency for an Opinion of
ones own Ability’s ight or wrong. For Mr. Hobbes never looked up-
on Ambition to be a Vice. Sir W. Temple always takes it in an evil
Senfe, for Vanity and Prefumption,which are Senfis which the Fremch
Academy in their Dictionary put upon Suffifance, from whence Mr.
Hobbes feems to have taken it. '

Thefe are the chief Exceptions which
have been occafionally made to what Ihave
faid. Had not Sir WW. Temple left a Defenfe
of bis Effay behind him, I fhould have faid
nothing to them ; but fince Dr. Swif? has
thought fit to publifh that Sketch of an An-
fwer, I looked upon my felf as obliged to
fay fomething in Defenfe of what I had for-
merly written upon this Argument.

* Dr. Swift in hisPreface to the Third Vol.
of Sir W. Temple's Mifcellanea , fays, That
for the Paper relating to the Controverfie
about Ancient and Mofem Learning, he can-
not well inform the Reader upon what Occafion
2t was writ, having been at that time in ano-
ther Kingdom. ‘This is an odd Paffage; be-
caufe both his own Brother, who lived at
that Time near Sir W. Zemple, and was 2
great Admirer of that Gentleman, who was
his Patron, could have certainly informed
him of the true Reafon why it was written,
which alfo we may reafonably fuppofe he
did ; and alfo becaufe he might by reading
of it, plainly fee that it was defigned for
an Anfwer to fome Book or other ; which
therefore every Prudent Editor fhould for
his Author’s fake have confulted; and after

that
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that have taken Meafufes whether to pub.
lifh it or no ; and if Orders had been par-
ticularly left, that fuch a Difcourfe thould
be publithed right or wrong , then fome
way or other to have let the World know
it. For otherwife an Editor may either
hurt the Reputation of him whofe Pofthu-
mous Difcourfes he undertakes to publifh,
or his own. This, however, I think may
certainly be inferred, that Dr. Swifr had no
mind to defend that Paper, and thought it
belt by fuch a Declaration, to infinuate,
that he was willing to have it fhift forit
felf. So that I think I may build upon his
Judgment, that this Paper of Sir W. Zem-
ple’s is by no means an Anfwer to the Re-
flexions.  So much for the Editor’s Preface:
I come now to the Difcourfe it felf.

This Paperbegins with Three Reafons wh
Sir W. Temple took a New Survey of his Ef~
Jay concerning Ancient and Modern Learning,
1. The Common Intereft of Learning in gene-
ral, and particularly in our Univerﬁ%ie:; and
to prevent the Diﬁuragement of Scholars in
a/ Degrees, from reading the Ancient Autbors,
who muft be acknowledged to have been the
Foundation of all Modern Learning, whatever
the Superftructures may have been. This does
not at all relate tome. Tt is the very firft
Reafon which I gave in the Preface of the
Reflexions, why they were 4t firft writter.
- There is no Queftion- but if the Youth in

: Cs our

15
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() Tem-
ple's Mif-
cellanea,
3d. Part,
Pag. 204,
205,
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our Univerfities fhould once leave off the
Study of the Ancients , Learning would
quickly fink : Infinite Miftakes would be
perpetually committed, and thofe great and
noble Parts of Knowledge in which the
indifputably excelled, would remain uncui-
tivated. II. A juft Indignation at the Info-
lence of the Modern Advocates, in defaming
thofe Fleroes among the Ancients, whofe Me-
mory has been [acred and admired for fo many
Ages, as Homer, Virgil, Pythagoras, De-
mocritus, &c. It was a like Zndignation at
the fame Infolence that induced him to write
his Firft Effay. A good deal of this like-
wife does not belong to me. Homer and
Virgil were, as they ought, always treated
honourably ; concerning my Ufage of Py-
thagoras and Democritus 1 fhall fpeak here-
after. 1IIL 7o windicate the Credit of our
Nation,as others have done that of the¥rench,
Jram the Imputation :Z' this Injuftice and Pre-
Jumption that the Modern Advocates have ufed
in this Cafe. (p) If what I have faid be
right, I have been guilty of no Injuftice ;
and how fmall focver my Quality is, itis
no Prefumption to attaque Propofitions in
Print, let who will lay them down. We
have feen Superiors treated by their imme-
diate Inferiors, to whom by the Laws of
God and Man they ow’d a Reverence,with
great plainnefs of Speech ; and. yet thefe In-
Jertors did not vake themfelves to bein fa;;)lt,
10 ut
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but affirmed that it was their Duty to ad-
monifh their Superiors freely from the Prefs,
when they could come at them no other
way. However juftifiable this Pra@ice may
be in Matters relating to Religion and Go-
vernment, let others difpute; it is certain-
ly juftifiable in Matters of Learning : No
Man there has a right to ufe another iil 3
he may expofe hisErrors, but then it ought
to be with a regard to his Perfon. And in
the Cafe before us, with avery true Efteem
for the Minifter of State, and the Bel Ef; rit,
1 only difputed againft the Author of the
Mifcellanea , and even there when T faw
fome Perfonal Reflexions had unawares
crept into the Firft Edition, I voluntarily,
and not admonifhed from the Prefs, ftruck
them out in my Second. This Dr. Swife
thould have weighed before he had publifh’d
this Paper; he would then have féen it was
a regard to Sir W. Temple, that made me
firike out what 1.had faid about e Sergian
Monk, about Sir W.'Temple’s omitting Mo-
fes and Jefus Chrift,when he mentioned the
Famous Legiflators of Antiquity, in his Ef-
fay upow Heroic Virtue, and the Hint about
Prince Maurice’s Parror.  And though Sir
W. Zemple had in the Interval between the
Firff and Second Editions of the Reflexions,
publifhed his Introduction to the Hiftory of
England, yet T faid nothing of the {trange
Miftakes therein committed, I did not

mention

LT 4
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(q) Bid.
Pag. 204

{r) P.205.

() P.222.

() P.234.
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mention his Aethelbert King of the Svuth-
Saxons, to whom Auguftise the Monk was
fent by Pope Boniface to convert our Fore-
fathers to Chriftianity ; tho’ every body
knows that Aethelbert was only King of
Kent, and that it was Gregery the Great who
fent Auguftine into Englam[.y Thefe Things
Dr. Swift fhould have informed himfelf
about, and not in a Controverfie purely li-
terary, fent Papers into theWorld concern-
ing Matters wherein Sir W. Temple feems
not to have been a Competent Judge. And
therefore thofe that ftand up for the Honor
of theprefent Age, have reafon to com-
plain that they are call'd Toung Barbarous
Goths and Vandals, (g) when they, backed
by Antiquity, fpeak impartially of fome of
the Ancients. Why fhould it be call’d In-
juftice and Prefumption, (r) and where is
the Wit in faying that Men know the Sevex
Sages , and the Seven Wife Men of Gotham
alike ; (s) when out of Diogenes, Cenfori-
nus, and Pliny , and other Celebrated Wri-
ters of Antiquity,they endeavour to fet the
Peformances of the Ancierit Philofophers in
their true Light 2 My Arguments ftand as
they did in the Reflexions, and they arenot
weakened by the Negative Aflertions of Sir
W. Templg, who whenever he is preft, talks
of Conguefts of Barbarous Nations,, great
Plagues, and great -Inundations, ; (t§ by
which he thinks he has demonftrated n} “hg
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Firlt Effay, bow all the Traces and Memori-
alsof Learning and Story may be loff in a Na-
tion.. What 1s this to the purpofe? If the
Traces and Memorials of Learning and Sto
are loft, Sir W. Temple talks in the dar
about what was formerly. His Schemes
are then, for ought he knows, imaginary ;
and his Negations do not difprove eae pofi-
tive Argument which was brought to de-
termine the Comparative Excellency and
Extent of the Knowlege of our Forefathers
and our felves. I allow from the Teftimo-
nies of Antiquity, that Pyrhagoras was a
wife Law-giver, that he found out the
XLVII*® Propofition of the Firft Book of
Euclid, and 1 give Reafons why we ma
juftly fuppofe him to have been well verfed
in Arithmetical Speculations. One would
think this had been’ enough ; of this we
have certain Proofs; when Sir W. Temple’s
Friends can fhew from proper Evidences
that the Knowledge of Pythagoras in Phy-
fic’s and Mathematic’s was ints felf greater
than that of the Moderns, I fhall acquiefce;
in the mean time I muft believe that An
chimedes and Apolloniys, and Conon, and Di-
ophantus were incomparably better Mathe-
maticians than he. Upon the fame Grounds
I muft believe Sir Jfaac Newton, and Dr.Gre-
gory to know vaftly more of the Syftem of
the Heavens, and of the Operations of Hea-
venly Bodies onc upon another, of the Pe-
riodical

19
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riodical Times in which the Planets of our
Syftem move , with their Diftances from
the Sun, of the Laws of Attra&ion by
which thofe Times are fixed, of the Quan-
tity of Matter of thefe mighty Bodies, and
of many other amazing Theorems of this
{ort, than Hipparchus or Ptolemee. 1t is
impofing upon MensUnderftandings (which
fometimes indeed arifes from being impo-
fed upon firft ones felf ) to cry up Thales
as a Firft Rate Mathematician , when one
of the chiefeft Things that is recorded of
him in this way, is, that he firft calculated
Eclipfes amongthe Greeks. Aftronomy then
muft have been in its Infancy ; yetwhat he
did was wonderful at that Time, and de-
ferves great praife. The Chaldacans we know
did not believe the Moon to have been an
() « - Opake Body ; («) and Mr. Halley, whois
“ rofus gui g competent Judge, fays,There was nothing
« 55k done by the Chaldaeans in Aftronomy older-
“ civirare than about 400 Years before the Conqueft
e Mo of Alexander,i.e. within that Period, which,
“ progref- after Ferodotus, who is the oldeft Greek Hi-
iJwind- fiorian, I fet for the Rife of the Afyrian
« 'Z,ﬁ,f;h-. Monarchy, and about 100 Years before the
“nem_pa- s :
e e i Tites fot evgons s
““ orbem Solis, tunc eam Radiis, @ Impetu Caloris corrips, convertiy; canden=
 tem, propter ejus propriecatem Luminis #d Lumen.” Vitravius Lib.

IX. cap. 4. This whole Paflage is quite mifunderftocd by the Freach
Tranflator Mr, Claude Peraslt.

Fime
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Time when Thales lived in the Leffer Afia.
But as far as Sir W. Temple is concerned in
this Controverfy, I muft declare that T ex-
cept againft him as an Incompetent Judge,
fince he excepts againft the Dofrine of the
Circulation of the Blood, as not true, becaufe
Senfe can very hardly allow it ; which, fays be,
in this Difpute muft be fatisfied as well as Rea-

Jow, before Mankind will concurr (w).  One (%
would think, when he was abroad, he had .

)
f An
nt and

21

Effay

Cl~

converfed with none but Spaniards, who, Modera

PR : . carning,
tis faid, do fcarce even at this Day be- ,.>" "¢
lieve it. 45-

But he that will anfwer Sir W. Zemple,
muft go along with him in his Way ; and
theregre when he has no Arguments, here-
currs to Surmizes. Something muftbe faid
to his Plagues and Floods , and Conquefts by
Barbarous Nations , which have brought

ing to the pafs in which we now fee

it. Verywell, let us fet it upon this Foot.
The oldeft and the biggeft Flood that ever
was, was that in the Time of Noab : We
know now from Philofophical Principles ,
that either that Flood was wholly miracu-
lous, or depended upon Caufes foreign to
this of our Earth ; yet as general as it was,
there were Men enough preferved to inform
us that the Ufe of Iron and Copper, of Mu-
fical Inftruments, and of Agriculture was
known before. So that even in that Cafe
which we are fure happen’d but once, the
B Traces
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Traces and Memorials of the Heads of the
Knowledge of the Ante-Diluvian World are
preferved. Where ever was there a Plague
which deftroyed a whole People 2 If one
City fuffered, another efcaped; and Inven-
tions of General Ufe have never been loft,
unlefs they have been fuperfeded by others
of the fame Nature, which have done the

‘Bufinefs better. Here again, Sir, ¥ can

only referr you to the Preface of the Re-
flexions, wherein this Queftion is at large
Difcufled.

In fhort, it is from what we do know of
the Chaldaean and Aegyprian Knowledge,
that we Argue to what we 4o #ot. Some
Opinions, or Glimpfes that Men once held
fuch Opinions, are Demonftrations many
times-as well of their Ignorance, in thofe
Sciences, as of their Knowledge. Along
Indu@ion of Particulars of this Nature,
may be feen in the XVII** XVIII*h and
XIX s Chapters of the Reflexions, ta which,
Sir, I will beg leave to referr you. Tufe
few or no Negative Arguments, in the
whole Book, but argue from pofizive Know-
ledge to pofitive Ignorance. Mr. Halley di-
{trufts the Tradition of Califfbenes’s bring-
ing Aftronomical Obfervations out of Chas-
daea into Greecs, above MDCCCC Years
older than Alexawder, becaufe. the propes
Authors fay nothing of them, and have

no Chbfervations of the Chaldseans older
than
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than COCC Years before that Prince’s
tume : So that you fee, Sir, there is a pofi- (x) Vide
tive Argument upon which he builds, tho’ Supra Re-
it may look like a Negative one, ( x). 'f?:g’f'";’c,,,
'This Negative way of Reafoning, which
Sir-W. Temple is fo fond of, is fo much the
more fufpicicus, becaufe he never ufes it
when he thinks he can helpit. Where he
has . Room to Declaim, he does it plenti-
fully. He thinks, when I {peak of Elo-
-quence, I talk very abfurdly, and fo he
runs out thus ; Upon the Subjeit of Elo-
guence, they will have it, that Padre Paola’s
-Council of “Ttént, and Comines’s Memoirs,
are equal to Herodotus and Livy, and fo
would Strada ke too, if he were but Impar-
tial, (y). This, fays he, is very wonderful, (y) Des
if it be mot a Jeff. Tt isone; buc then 7/ of
the feft lies in Afferting, that I fet up pug 2go.
Comines and F. Paul as Patterns of Elo-
quence, when I fay the contrary : For af-
ter I had declared ( and not unwillingly
(z) Idoaflure you) that I thought the () Iid
Prize of Eloquence belonged of Right to P8 23°
the Ancients, I then took notice of fuch
Performances wherein Oratory can only claim
a feare (a), ‘and where Rbetorical Orna- (s) Vide
ments are only Secondary Beauties ; withosut ;:P;f Re-
which, that Difcourfe wherein they are foand™ ™ P4
may be juftly valuable, . and trat -in a very
high degree. () Can 1 then be faid to at- () mia.
firm, that upon the Subje&t of Eloquence, Pag-37-
D2 F. Paul
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F. Paul and Comines are equal to Herodotus
and Livy » No ; F. Paul and Comines
were pitched upon, becaufe Eloquence was
the Talent of neither of them. Fra. Ful-
gentio the great Friend of F. Pauls, who
wrote his Life, fays, He never profeft the
Art of Speaking, nor had ever Studied it,
but only fo far as was necefary to exprefs his
() ¥ Pa- Thoughts, (¢): And this was{o well known
e at that time, that for that Reafon Fobx
Profeffine  Baptifta Leoni, who had formerly been Se-
4 Ling'% cretary to Cardinal Commendone, was or-
nee L we- der’d to draw up an Account of the Con-
wamsifat-troverfy between the Penetians and Po
}:f:,‘,“;'f,’ Paul the V. from the Minutes which F. Paul
Jervici o gave him in Writing. Polybius therefore
mxplist. was mentioned 2mong the ‘Ancients, as an
fexf. Vi- Inftance that a Hiftory may be Incompa-
;cmd;l P;;- rable, -that has not Rhetorical Omaments
Pag, 134, to fet it off.  There lay the Strefs of the
Argument : The Queftion was only con-
cerning Greatnefs of Genius, proper to
Execute Noble Performances ; and there-
fore when Sir W. Temple had asked whezher
D’ Avila's and Strada’s Hiftories be beyond
(&) £y, thofe of Herodotus and Livy (4), I named
Pag.57. two Modern Hiftorians, F. Pau/ and Philip
Comines, whom there I was only to con-
fider as Hiftorians,and not at all as Orators.
And theQueftion between us was not,whether
the Modern Hiftories abfolutely taken, Ex-
ceeded the Ancients 3 but whether fome Mo-

derns
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derns bave not, (confidering the Subjeés
they wrote upon) Compofed as Infructing
Hiftories as any of the Ancients ; and whe-
ther the Subjects which fome of thefe Mo-
dern Writers chofe, did not require as great
Men to manage them, and confequently
whether the Diguity of thofe Subjeés was
not preferved in thofe Performances ?

ow if it be a Feft in Sir W. Temple, to
make me fay what I did not, it is more fo
for him to deny Father Paxls to have been
a Hiftory. F. Paul’s Hiftory of the Council
of Trent i indeed no Hiftory of amy great
Allion ; but only an Account of a long and
artificial Negotiation between the Codrt and
Prelates of Rome, and thofe of other Chri-
Stian Princes. So that I do not fee how it can
properly be filed an Hiftory ; the Subjells
whereof are great Alions and Revolutions :
And by all the Ancient Critics upen Hiftory,
the jgjf part of the Excellence of an Hifo-
rian, s the Choice of a Noble and Great Sub-
je&t that may be worth his Pains (e). This (o) Dfenfe
is impofing upon his Readers : The Coun- 4 2/,
cil of Zrent not a Noble and Great Subject 1% .
When a Mighty Empire, far exceeding in
Extent of Territory, and perhaps in Num-
ber of Subjects, any of the Four Ancient
ones, was to Stand or Fall by what that
Affembly did ; When Germany and France
ftruck at the Root of the Papacy ; When
not the Proteftant Powersalone, which had

made

2§
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made the Defe@ion, but all the Obedient
Kingdoms, Spaiz and Portugalalone except-
ed, were juft fhaking off the Papal Yoak ;
When a General Council, which was the
chiefeftBattery which the Proteftants defired
to have Play’d againft the Supremacy of the
Bithop of Rome, was employed againft it
for XL Years together ; When after it had
been put by for above Three Quarters of
that Time, that at laft the whole Force of

it thould be turned upon thofe that raifed

it, and fo thereby the Power of the Popes
of Rome to be fecured, and fettled upon a
fafer Bottom than it ever had before:
Thefe Things fhew fuch a Depth of Con-
trivance, and fuch a Train of Refined Po-
litics, that no Genius lefs than F. Paul's
could have done Juftice to his Argument,

“and acquainted us with the Springs of eve-

ry Debate, and the Reafons of every Re¢-
folution. But there was no Fighting in-
deed, no Burning of Towns, and laying
Waft whole Countreys, no knocking.out
of Mens Brains, in order to do them good,
in F. Paul’s Hiftory ; all which I fuppofe
are neceflary to make up fuch aGreat and a
Noble Subjelt, as may be worth the Pains of
an Hiftorign.

For Philip de Comines, (fays Sir W. Tem-
ple) None éver called it a Hiftory ; nor be
himfelf other than Memoirs, mor does cither
the Subjelt deferve it, or the Author, who is

valued
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valued only for bis great Truth of Relation,
and Simplicity of Stile, (f). Then Caefer’s
Accounts of the Gallic and CivilWars, are
no Hiftories, becaufe he calls them only
Camentaries. T never knew a modeft Title
was a Prejudice to a Work before. Mr.
Locke called his Difcourfe upon . Flumane Un-
derflanding, only an Effay ; and yet the
World has always efteemed it a very juft
Treatife upon that Subject. Some Effays
indeed, have now and then appeared,
which have not Merited a higher Title;
fo that it is not always a wrong way of
Arguing from a 7itle ta a Book. But the
Subje@ of the iMemoirs of Philip de Comi-
nes deferves no higher a Title. Be it fo;
Thucydides wrote the Hiftory of the Pels-
ponnefan War, and thought fo well of it,
that he called it KTimee é aei = A never-
failing Poffeffion. And yet that was chiefly
a Difpute between the Republics of Athens
and Lacedaemon, which was Contefted upon
not much more Ground than the Kingdom
of France : Whereas in the Memoirs of Phi-
lip de Comines, we have France and England,
Italy, and the Low-Countries, ( the Gover-
nors atleaft of all thefe Nations ) concern-
ed ; every one of which Powers were fe-
verally as great, fome much greater than
Atbens and Sparta were in Thucydides's
Time. But Comines is not commended by

me
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(f) Ibid,
Pag. 251.
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(z) Vide
Supra Re
fex. .39,
40.
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me as an Orator, (g); (I fay little more
of him, than Sir W. Temple himfelf ) no
more is Cardinal D’ Offa¢ ; and yet hisLet-
ters are fo Excellent in their kind, that we
have nothing in Antiquity of that fort to
oppofe to them. I forgot to mentionthem
before, which I am forry for, becaufe Sir
W. Temple was a truly competent Judge of
their Worth, they being an Account of one
of the niceft Embaflys to the moft Politic
Court in the World, that ever was fent
from one Prince to another ; that Cardi-
nal and Cardinal Perron being employed
by Henry IV. of France, to Negotiate his
Reconciliation with the Pope, after he had
declared himfelf a Roman-Catholic.

Having named 7 hucidides upon this Occa-
fion, I can’t without doing Injuftice to my
Argument, forbear mentioning my Lord
Clarendon’s Hiftory of the lateRebelion,which
has lately feen the Light. That will be
KTipee ¢ ae indeed, as the Publifhers
juftly call itin theT'itle-Page. The Subje@
is every way as Great,the Events as Surpri-
zing, and the Conclufion as Miraculous, as
Sir W. Temple himfelf could have defired.
Here is Fighting enough, ((too much in
Truth) for thofe that love it, and Nego-
tiations abundance, for thofe that had ra-
ther read them. Great Examples of true
Virtue ; 1 would have faid Heroic, ( but

(b) Sir
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() Sir W. Tempie allows 10 Virtue €0 be (53 Xe
Eleroicthat §s Unfortunate ) wonderful Far- ”{‘r“m
titude thewn by Great Men under the great- Fortane
eft Sufferings ; Mankind defcribed under to_pres
fo many diflerent Characters of Good and yrr.:.
Evil Men, that one wou'd hardly think it ty; be
poffble the Mind of Man fhould be capa- Canfe he
ble of fo much Variety, are every where Spirit or
to be met with in that Work ; and all this Genius
with fo much ftrength of Stile, and fuch a Wonyg, ¢
tich Copia of Words, that when the Pre- it falls,
judices of the prefent Age fhall be worn off, }g%gs‘e’f‘
and the Facion then raifed be quite extin- inits fir
guithed, I doubt not but Difpaffonas. Pofte- fc‘;?"Pri-'
rity ( give me leave, Sir, to ufe 2 word nor der”
which my Lord Clarendon feems to have ferve e-
been fo fond of ) will oppofe it for Matter ',{,[":fk'}lﬁf

and Elocution, to the moft Celebrated Per- to p‘{etcnd
to to

formances of all Antiquity. But to return 0
to Sir W. T emple. Reward
as the F-

fteem of Heroic Virtue, And yet perhaps many a Perfon has Died
in the firft Batele ot Advenrure he atchieved, and lies buried in Si-
lence and Oblivon ; who, had he outlived as'many Dangers as -
lexonder did, might have fhined as bright in Honor and Fame.  Efiy

upen Heroic Vivsne, Pag. 146, 147

He fpends niext a good deal of Time it
Declaiming againft me for bringing Chymi-
Jtry, Philology, and Divinity, imto the Num-
ber of Sciewces. (i) The Firlt of thefe T () b
was fo far from reckoning among the Sci- ¥ Ffar,
ences, that I exprefly call it only an In- e

ftrument by which Sciences have been Ad-
F vanced
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{8 Rtz yanced (£), and. the Stock” of Knowledge
75, 7" Enlarged ; which no Man will deny to have
' been done by its Means: And what he
fays about th’lolog{l, Criticifm and .Divini-
ty,-is not at all to his purpofe. : The Que-
i{ion which T labour to Difcufs,  is, - #Who
Q) bid. knewmoft, the Ancients or Moderns 2 - (1) and
Pag:2- 1. there particularly feparate this Queftion
from that which Sir W. Temple had put,
Who were the greateft Men, the Ancients, or
the Men of thefe latter Agess : ‘This natu-
rally led me into an Enquiry about the
whole Compafs of Knowledge of any fort :
And as ludicroufly as Sir W. Temple is plea-
- fed to defcribe it, I had an Example before
me, -of a Learned Man, who upon the
fame. Subject -had long ago done the very
fame Thing. In the Year MDCXX, 4/
effandro Taffoni, a Learned Modenefe, Pub-
lithed his Penfieri Diverfi ; which are M-
cellaneous Difcourfes upon all manner of Sub-
jeds, after the manner of Pafquiers Recher-
ches, or ratherof  A. Gellius’s Nofles Atticat ;
a Work exceedingly admired in Zzaly, and
there feveral times Reprinted. One whole
Book of the Ten, into which his Work is
divided, is upon this very Subje&, andthe
Introductory Chapter. has this Title, We-
(m) se ther in Sciences and Arts, the Ancients bave
nelle Dos- (bew'd agreater Genius than the Moderns (m) 2

trive, e

well' Arti gli Antichi prevaleffers & Ingegno 4§ Moderni. Taffimi Pesf.
Diverf. Lib.x. Cap. i

And
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And after Rie has divided his Heads of En-
quiry into Three Parts, Contemplation, Ad:-
on, and Manufallure, he - Difcourfes npon
thefe following Particulars, Grammar, ‘Lo-
gic, Divinity, Natural Philofophy, Medi-
cine, Moral Philofophy, Monarchs, Com-
monwealths, Lawyers, War, Horfeman-
fhip, Hiftorians, Poets, Orators, Agricul-
ture, Building, Houfholdftuff, Statuary,
Painting, Apparel, Mathematical Sciences
of all forts; Curiofities and Subtilties.
Here was 2 Noble Pattern fet-by a-Man of
great Repute ‘in- the Commonwealth of
Letters ; and:a Pittern which I need by no
#teans be afhamed to follow. And as to
what I fay: concerning Philology and Divini-
#y, 1 only:beg the Curious Reader.to.comn-
pare the X' th and XXIX** Chapters
of the Reflexions with . what Sir W. Temple
has faid upon:that Argument, : and then I
fhalt willingly-ftand to his- Award.
~ Upon the occafion of 7affoni’s Thoughts,
T fhall obferve:that what I fay concerning
the Care with:which the -Jtalians have Cul-
tivated théirLanguage, fothateven diftinéd
“Freatifes have been written concerning the
Ufe of particular Letters, which Dr. King
has thought fit ‘to Ridicule in his Dialogues
of the Dead, “is taken out of . this Writer,
who did not- think fuch Things below his
Notice, when he "was : writing ‘upon this
very Subje@. Such Writers as Zaffonz, 2
E 2 Man

35
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Man may very landably Copy after, when
he daes not Steal from them ; and & Maa
is got but a very little way, that is con-
cerned as often as fuch a merry Gentleman
as Dr. King fhall think fit to make himfelf
Sport.

You fee now, Sir, that mine was no new
nor ftrange Undertaking ; that in an En-
quiry of this Nature fornterly, every thing
that could be imagined to hean Increafe of
Knowledge was brought in; and that the
Nature o8 my Undertaking ( which barrs
all Difputes abour Superiority of Geniusin
ome Age above anbther ) led me to favour
no one fide more than another ; and laft of
all, ehat Divines, Philotogers and Chymifts
had asmuch righe to be remembred as Ar-
chite@s and Paiuters, as Poets and Hiftori-
ans, This therefore is a proper Place to
take notice that the Svock of Kmowledge
{till encreifes ; and fince the Second Edi-
tion of the Reflaxions cante out, we have
feon feveral Learmed Performances, and
fome Executed by Men of our awn Nati-
on: 1 fhall name but two, Sir Hfaac New-
ton’s Optrics, and Dr. Hicks's Thefaurus of
2he Northern Languages.

Sir Jfaac Newrow's Opriss is {a entirely an
Addition to the Stock of Knowledge, thas
tilt he firlt gave fome Himts (of what he
has now fully explained int that Book,) in
the Philofophical Tranfactions about 3o

Years
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Years ago, it never eaterd inmto Mens
Minds to conecive where the Truth lay in
thofe Matters. ‘The Subje@s too, were of
the greateft Importance in all Philofophy,
even Light and Heat, and their Operations
upon this Barth. Men never before imagined
that all Light confits of Rays differently,
but regularly Refrangibie and Reflexible, and
that thofe Rays are differently, and in the
fame Order Reflexible, which are different-
Iy Reframgible ; that all Rays have their
own Colours, which are conftantly and re-
gularly varied according to the different
Refrangibility or Reflexibility of every fuch
Ray ; that po Pofition, no Refra@ion, no
Reflexion alters the Nature of any fingle
Ray ; but that that Ray for Inftance which
appears Red, or Vialet, or Orange, upon
a fingle Refraction, will appear fo upon a
double ene, if other Rays of different Co-
lours are not blended with it ; that Colour
corifequently is Effential and proper to eve-
ry Ray of Light, and depends not upon the
Pefition, or Surface, or Texture of the Bo-
dies from which it is refle@ed; or thro’
which it is refraced ; that all which vifi-
ble Bodies do, isby the Difpofition of their
Parts, to refle® Rays of one Colour more
Copioufly thas Rays of another ; that eve-
ry {everal Ray of Light has an Innate Dif-
pofition to Excite fuch a determinate Sen-
fation in us which we call by the Name of

fuch
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fuch a Colour ; and that the Original -Co-
lours are only thefe, Violet, Indigo, Blew,
Green, Yellow, Orange and Red ; that
all the Colours of the Univerfe which are
made by Light, are either thefe Homoge--
neal ones, or Compounded out of a Mix-
ture of thefe ; that Whitenefs is caufed by
a due Mixture of all Primary Colours of
Homogeneal Light, and Blacknefs by an
entire Suffocation or Non-Reflexior ot any
Luminous Rays ; and that if the SolarRays
were all alike Refrangible, there would
be but one'Colour of all Vifible Bodies,
fince all Colours - unchangeably depent up-
on the different Refrangibility of every In-
dividual Ray of Light. Thefe, with innu-
merable other Difcoveries of the Nature of
Light and Heat, and their feveral A&ions:
upon all other Bodies, were before wery:
obfcurely known ; and ‘the Mechanifm of
the Great. Archite@ in the Management of
that whichis the main Preferver and Che-
rifher of all the Life :and Motion in this
our Planet, are in a:manmer folely owi
to the fingle Difcoveries of tlat admirable
Man. '

The: Second Work which I thall menti-
on here, is of a very different Nature, and
that is Dr. Hicks's Thefaurus of the Nors
thern Tongues. By this Excellent Writer’s
means, we -have an Accurate and large
Grammar of that Language which our An-

ceftors
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ceftors the Anglo-Saxons fpake at firft : We
have an Hiftorica} Account of the feveral
Changes which the Danesfirft, andthen the
Normans and the French introduced into it :
We have a full Defcription of their Poetry
under-all thofe Periods, and of the feveral
Diale@s of- the Eng/ifp Language, from a-
bout the Year DCCC to Henry I's. Time
We -are able now to draw up an Accurate
Hiftory of the Alterations of our Language
fince we were a People, to this Time ; to
afcertqin the true;Original of almoft every
Word, and thereby to fix its Signification
for-the time tg come, and fo hinder. the fu-
tare Ficklene%s’ of our truly :Noble Lan-
guage, -if once fucha Dictionary were made
of 1t, as the Members of the Fresch Aca-
demy have made of theirs. ‘The French
and the Germans; the Italians and Spani-
ards have like Obligations to this Induftri-
ous Author -for what he has done uponthe
old: Gothic and Francic Languages, which
were the Tongues of their Gozhic and Teu-
tonic Anceftors DCCC or M Years ago.
Hereby they will fee how little their Learn-
edeft Men have underftood of the Originals
of theirown Languages, (any farther than
as they are derived from Latin) compara-
tively to what may be now learnt ; and
how. often, and how childifhly Menage and
Ferrari, and all their Etymologifts have beeg
miftaken in their Accounts of the molt

Com-
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Common Words for want of thefe Affiftan-
ces: Affiftances which the Exglifp Antiqua-
ry muft not negle@, how perfect foever he
may reckon his own Awglo-Saxoe Mormu-
ments, if he will thoroughly comprehend
his Native Tongue. Would a Man ima-
gine that Ifeland, and Norwey, and Denmark,
and Sweden are Countries from whence the
Southern Nations thould need to fetch the
Knowledge of their own Originals » Dr.
Hicks will inform us that multitudes of
Words of the moft daily ufe, which we have
not from the Anglo-Saxons are fill prefer-
ved in the Norwegian Tongue, whichis @il
fpoken in its Primitive Perfe@ion in Jfe-
land; of the Learned Men of which Ifland
we have abundance of valuable Produ@i-
ons, many of which have been publifhed
by Northern Antiquaries in this Age.

What ufe the Poetry of the old Runic Scal-
ders, the Fabulous Mythology’s of the ffe-
landic Edda’s, and the Hiftories orSaga’s, as
they call them, of the other Learned Men
who lived in the utmoft North, during the
moft Barbarous Ages of Learning, might be
applied to, was in a manner unknown, till
the great Olaus Wormius firft broke the Ice.
And though fince (to name no others) Re-
fenius and Bartholin among the Dunes ; Ve-
relius, Peringskiold and Rudbeckius among
the Swedes, have made many Surprizing Dif-
coveries in the Learning of thefc Northers

Na-
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fuch an Oppofition ta it by the Wife Con-
du& of Queen Elizabeth, as went very far
to pull down its Greatnefs ; and that upon
its Ruines a Monarchy mightier in Intrin-
fic Strength, though lefs in Extent of Ter-
ritory, arofe in France, which affrighted
al} the States and Kingdoms that lay round
about it. All this, and abundance more
felating to our Neigbouring Countries, a
Man cannot avoid knowing by the bare
reading of the Eng/ifh Hiftory from the
Year MLXV], to the Year MDCXCIV.
And yet fuch a Hiftory will concern it felf
with the Affairs of Foreign Countries no
farther than as they have had an immedi-
ate relation to ourown Affairs. Sonow in
Abrabam’s Time we find Phoenicia, Syria and
Affyria in the hands of Petty Princes, whilft
Aegypt was a great and a powerful Monar-
chy, capable in Mofes’s Time to hinder an
Army of 600,000 Men, befidesWomen and
Children, from going out of the Country
again(t the GovernorsWills. We find like-
wife that it continued tobea ditin& King-
dom till the Time of Nebuchadnezzar. In
Syriq-we find 2 confiderable Kingdom, with
Damafcusits Capital City, duringthe Reigns
of the Kings of Ifrael, which, and all the
lefler Monarchies round about, fell a Prey to
the Affyrian and Babylonian Kings after they
became powerful. ‘Thus Herodotus, and the
Canon of Prolemee, and the Aftronomical
Ob-

4
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Obfervations of theChaldaeans and theew-
/b Writers agree. Confider, Sir, how near
Mefopotamia and Judaea ly to one another.
Such Monarchs as the old Affyrians of the
Family of Ninus, would foon have made
the Fews and Syrians tributary, or have at-
tempted it at leaft, and then we muft have
heard of it. The Hiftory of Q. Elizabeth is
full of the Attemptsof Phil.I1.upon Exgland.
Great Monarchies in the nature of Things
will always be ftriking at their fmaller
Neighbours, who of courfe will fall into
Alliances to keep the Balance of Power
even, as well and as long as they can; or
elfe they will be cajoled and bribed, and fo
made ‘Tools by which they will contribute
to devour the reft. Sir W. Temple knew
this better than I do, his Bufinefs led him
to it, and when he was a Public Minifter
Abroad, as far as we may judge by hisPo-
litical Writings, he feemsto have had ve
true and juft Notions of Matters of this
kind, Whatfoevertherefore he here grave-
ly urges again{t his Young Barbarous Adver-
Jary, it is impofiible he could ever- believe
that there was a mighty Monarchy in 4[fy-
ria {0 near to Fudaea upon the fame Conti-
nent, fo long as from the Time of Ninws
to the Time of Sardan;falw, of which we
{hould have had no. Footfteps older than
the Hiftory of Crefas, whom Ariffe-

tle
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#le inhis own Time branded for a Lyar
(9)- ONZ

*Iydinn, o€
oxr Kludlag, tx dy dEdms@, ¥n fueGr, ¥ dyeQ ols - Arifier.
De Hiff. Animal. Lib. VIIL cap. 28. This thing alone is (ufficient to
determine concerning- Crefias’s Authority. He fays, There are no

Hogs Wild or Tame in the Eaf-Indies ; now on the contrary, we

know there arc both. Hunting of the Wild-Boar is 2 great Diverfi-
on in that Country at this Day. _#rifferle we fee was better inform-
ed, and therefore declares that Crefies was not dEibms@, worthy of
Credi.

But Arguments drawn from the Agree-
ment of Sacred and Prophane Hiftory, have
no weight with Sir W.7emple. ¢ As ithas
* never fucceeded with fo many Learned .
“ Men, that have {pent their whole Time () Sit#
“ and Pains to agréee (r) the Sacred with h‘;”,’é’m
« the Prophane Chronology (not to except gree for
« Sir Fohn Marfbam’s great Induftry) fo I ;‘;"’“;f*
“ never exfpe& to fee it done to any pur- ufes it
“ pofe.” (s)Where then muft theFaule fie? {ranlitive-
Not in the Fewifp Hiftory, which is confi- make o
tently and regularly delivered down to us ¢ Per-
from the Creation, to the Deftru@ion of perng 3
the firft Temple. Itmuft be then in thofe Grear Ms-
Pagan Hiftorians who have given Accounts £7 %
of the Originals of the moft Famous Gentile our; lef-
Nations': But the oldeft of thefe is Eerodo- fexMen
tus, and his Accounts of the Median, Affyri- pia
an and Perfian  Monarchies agree well fuch
enough with the "Sacred Hiftorians. It ?:")’“;‘,‘i
brings them down indeed manyAges lower fenfe of
than the Jewifb Accounts; and this morti- £/%7

4 Pag. 136:
fied *
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fied the Vanity of thefe Nations. ‘This
probably fet Crefias a work, who is follows
ed by almoft all the Ancients who treat of
thefe Matters. That the Sacred and Pro-
phane Hiftorians therefore do not agree, is
not the fault of the Truth, but of thofe
who have corrupted it. But indeed if the
Affyrian Race from Ninus to Sardanapalus;
for which we are beholden to Creffas, is re-
moved, a great deal of Sir W. Temple's EHy-
pothefis falls to the Ground, and that made
him fo zealous for the Ctefian Race of the
Affyrian Monarchs.

After all, if the Controverfie between
Sir W. Temple and me were to be decided
by the Greek Writers, and of thofe there
were a due choice, the Incompetent Au-
thorities being fet afide, when more com-
petent ones can be fubftituted in their
Rooms, the Difpute would foon be at an
end. The Greek Writers are the MenI
appeal to, and by their Accounts.of the
Knowledge of the Ancients, I defire the
Extent ot Modern Knowledge may be mea-
fured. But then it is fit thofe Authorities
fhould be clear and proper : it is fit that a
Man treating of his own Art or Science,
fhould be credited beyond a Writer who
feems not to fpeak of his own Knowledge
concerning that Matter: it is fit that the
Authors who are the necareft to the Times
or Falts in queftion fhould firft be hea;rc!i

an
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and that nothing be admitted that is not
reconcileable to the Fewifh Text. Let the
Old Teftament be admitted barely as a Hi-
ftory without any regard in the prefent
Difpute to its Infpiration, but fuch a Hi-
ftory as has had a whole Nation for very
many Ages together to atteft its Truth,
whillt there is no confiftent Ani-Hiffory of
any other People to oppofe it. Thus the
Scriptures will #or be of Private Interpreta-
tion, but will help us to corre& the Pri-
wate Interpretations of other Writers. And
herein ave Sir Fohn Marfbari’s Difquifitions
upon his Canon Chronicus particularly to be
prized, that he has reduced the wild inco-
herent Antiquities of the Aegyptians to a
fixt Aera, and has fet afide all thofe remote
Affyrian Accounts which only confounded
Mens Belief of the Hiftory of the Old Te-
ftament.

I have now given a full Anfwer, as I
think, Sir, to all the Argumentative part
of Sir w. Temc(le’s Thoughts upon theReflex-
ioms. If we do not allow that he mifunder-
ftood the Queftion as I had plainly ftated
it (), we muft believe that he wilfully () 7.

iftook it ; and the rather, becaufe when jfy':i’” re
he was to examine the feveral Particulars” " *57"
in which I apprehended that the Preference
was to be given to the Moderns, he drops
the Queftion. It is done decently indeed,
and there is a Hiatus in Manufcripto, as the

Publifber
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Publifber of the Tale of a Tubexprefles it ()
that fo we may fuppofe the Comparifon
was intended to be made, and only by ac-
cident left imperfe®, Farafter SicWilliam
Temple had faid, “ Since the Modern Advo-
“ cates yield , though very unwi_llinl?ly,
“ the Pre-eminence of the Ancients in Poe-
“ try, Oratory, Painting, Statuary and

' Archite¢ture ; I fhall proceed to exa-

“ mine the Account they give of thofe Sci-
“ ences, wherein they afirm the’Moderns
“to excel the Ancients; whereof they

# make the chief to be the Invention of

* Inftruménts ; Chymiftry ; Anatomy ;
 Natural Hiftory of Minerals, Plants,
““and Animals; Aftfronomy and Optics ;
“ Mufic ; Phyfick ; Natural Philofophy';
“ Philology and Theology ; of all whichX
“ fhall taﬁc a fhort furvey.” Thereis a
Gap, and Dr. Swift fills it up thus, Here
it is fuppofed, the Knowledge of the Ancients
and Moderns laft mentioned, was to bave been
compared : But whether the Author defigned
to have gone through fuch a Work bimfelf, or
ntended thefe Papers only for Hints to fome
body elfe that a’qﬁc’;{ thems, is not known.  Af-
ter which, the reft was to follow written in
bis own Hand as before. (w) This Method
of anfwering of Books, and of publifhi
fach Anfwers, is very diffatisfactory. J
where the Pinch of the Queftion ldy, there
the Copy fails, gnd wheze tliere was more
Room
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Room for flourithing , there Sir W, Temple
was as copious as one would wifh. Toufe
his own Words, T4 is very wonderful, if it
be not a Jeft; and I take it for granted,
Dr. Swift had exprefs Orders to print thefe
Fragments of an Anfwer.

This way of printing Bits of Books that
in their Nature are intended for Continued
Difcourfes, and are not loofe Apophthegms,
Occafional Thoughts, or incoherent Sen-
tences, is what I have feen few Inftances
of; none more remarkable than this, and
one more which may be fuppofed to imi-
tatjththis , The Tale of a Tub, of which a
Brother of Dr. Swif’s is publicly reported
to have been the Editor at leaft, if not the
Author. In which though Dr. Bentley and
my felf are courfely treated, yetI bel{eveI
may fafely anfwer for us both, that we
thould not have taken any mardet of rotice
of it , if upon this Occafion I had not
been obliged to fay fomething in anfwer
to what has been ferioufly {aid againit
us.
For, believe me, Sir, what concerns us,
is much the innocenteft part of the Book,
tending chiefly to make Men laugh for
half an Hour, after which it leaves no far-
ther Effe@s behind it. When Men are
jefted upon for what is in it felf praife-
worthy, the World will do them Juftice :
And on the other hand, if they deferve it,

G a they
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they ought to fit down quietly under it.
Our Caufe therefore we fhall leave to the
Public very willingly, there being no oc-
cafion to be concerned at any Man’s Raile-
ry about it. But the reft of the Book
which does not relate to us, is of fo irreli-
gious a nature, is {o crude a Banter upon
all that is efteemed as Sacred among all
Secs and Religions among Men, that, ha-
ving fo fair an Opportunity, I though it
might be ufeful to many People who pre-
tend they fee no harm in it, to lay open
the Mifchief of the Ludicrous Allegory ,
and to fhew what that drives at which has
been fo greedily bought up and read. In
one Word, God and Religion , Truth and
Moral Honefty, Learning and Induftry are
made a May-Game, and the moft ferious
Things in" the World are defcribed as
gq many feveral Scenes in a Tale of a
uo,

That this is the true Defign of that
Book, will appear by thefe Particulars.
The 7ale in fubftance is this ; “ A Man
“had three Sons, all at a Birth, by one
“Wife ; to whom when he died, becaufe
“he had purchafed no Eftate, nor was
“’born to any, he only provided to each
“ of them a New Coat, which were to Iaft
“ them frefh and found as long as they
“lived, and would lengthen and widen of
“ themfelves, o as to be always fit. ”

(x) By
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(%) By the Sequel of the 7ule it appears, () P-54-
that by thefe three Sons, Peter, Martin,

and Fack 5 Popery, the Church of England,

and our Proteffant Diffenters are defigned.

What can now be more infamous than fach

a Zale ? The Father is Fefus Chrift, who at

his Death lefthis WILL or TES TA-
MENT to his Difciples, with a Promife

of Happinefs to them, and the Churches

which they and their Succeffors fhould

found for ever. So the Tale-teller’s Father

to his three Sons, “ You will find in my
“WILL full Inftruétions in every Parti-

“cular concerning the wearing and ma-

“ naging of your Ceats; wherein you muft

“ be very exac, to avoid the Penalties I

“ have appointed for every Tranfgrefiion

“or Negle& , upon which your Future .
 Fortunes will entirely depend.” (y) By g’ )'sih:;-
his Coats which he gave hisSons, theGar- =
ments of the Ifraelites are expofed, which

by the Miraculous Power of God waxed

not old, nor were worn out for FortyYears
together in the Wildernefs. (z) Thenum- (z) Deut.
ber of thefe Sons born thus at one Birth, Y-+
looks afquint atthe TRINITY, andone

of the Books in our Author’s Catalogue in

the Off-page over-againft the Title, is a
Panegyric upon the Number THREE,

which Word is the only one that is put

in Capitals in that whole Page (a). («) Inthe
out of the Tale of a Tub, the firlt Impreflion is conflantly qf;z::ons

In
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In the purfuit of his Allegory, we are
entertain’d with the Le’wdneé of the Three
Sparks. Their Miftrefles are the Dutchefs
d' Argent, Madamoizelle de  Grands Titres,
and the Countefs & Orgueil (&) i. e. Cove-
toufnefs, Ambition and Pride, which were
the Three great Vices that the Ancient Fa-
thers inveighed againft as the firft Corrup-
ters of Chriftianity. Their Coats having
fuch an extraordinaryVirtue of never wear-
ing out, give him large Scope for his
Mirth,which he employs in burlefquing Re-
ligion, Moral Honefty and Confcience, which
arethe ftrongeft Ties by which Mencan be
tied to oneanother. Is ot Religion aCloak,
Honefly @ Pair of Shoes worn out in the Dirt,
Self-love a Surtout, Vanity a Shirt, andCon-

() P. 60. fcience a Pair of Breeches? (¢) Which laft

(d) P. 61.

Allufion gives him an opportunity that he

never mifles of talking obfcenely.
HisWhim of Clothes isone of his chiefeft
Favourites. “ Man, fays he, isan Animal
“ compounded of two Dreffes, the Natsral
“ and the Coeleffial-Suit, which were the
“ Body and the Soul. ” (4) And “ That
“ the Soul was by daily Creation and Cir-
“ cumfufion they proved by Scripture, be-
“ caufe In them we live, and move, andhave
“our Being.” In them (i.e. in the Clothes
of the Body : ) Words applicable only to
the Great God of Heaven and Earth, of
whom they were firft fpoken by St. IEa:sl
e).
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(¢). Thus he introduces his Tale ; then () Aas
that he might fhelter himfelf the better XV1l-2#
from any Cenfure here in England, he falls
moft unmercifully upon Peter and Fack,
i.e. upon Popery and Fanaticifm, and gives
Martin, who reprefents the Church of Eng-
land, extream good Quarter. I confefs,
Sir, I abhor maim g Sport with any way of
worthipping God, and he that diverts him-
felf too much at the Expenfe of the Roman
Catholics and the Proteflant Diffenters, may
lofe his own Religion €’re he isaware of it,
at leaft the Power of it in his Heart. But
to go-on.
he firft Part of the 7ale is the Hiftory of
Peter. ‘Thereby Popery is expofed. Eve-
ry body knows the Papifis have made
t Additions to Chriftianity. That in-
5::1 is the great Exception which the
Church of Exgland makes againftthem. Ac-
cordingly Pezer begins his Pranks with ad-
ding aShoulderknot to bis Coat,* whereas his
“ Father’s Will was very precife, and it was
“ the main Precept in it with the greateft
¢ Penalties annexed, not to add to, or di-
“ minith from their Coats one Thread,
“ without a pofitive Command in the
“WILL. ™ (f) HisDefcription of the (gp. ;.
Cloth of which the Coat was made, has
‘a farther Meaning than the Words may
feemto import. * The Coats their Father
“ had left them were of very good C‘l:?d’
&
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(2) Lib.
XXI. in
Jome.

(5) P.67.
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“ and befides fo neatly fown, you would
“ fwear they wereall of aPiece, but atthe
¥ fame time very plain, with little or no
“ Omament.” (f) This is the Diftia-
guifhing Character of the Chriftian Reli-
gion. Chriftiana Religio abfoluta & fimplex,
was Ammianus Marcellinus’s Defcription of
it, who was himfelf aHeathen. (g) When
the Papifts cannot find any thing which
they want in Scripture, they go to Oral 7r4-
dition : ‘Thus Peter is introduced diffatisfi-
ed with the tedious Way of looking for all
the Letters of any Word which he had oc-
cafion for in the Will, when neither the
conftituent Syllables, nor much lefs the
whole Word were there in Terminis, and
he exprefles himfelf thus; “ Brothers, if

“ you remember, we heard a Fellow
“ when we were Boys, that he heard my
¢ Father’s Man fay, that he heard my Fa-
 ther fay, that he would advife his Sons to
““ get Gold-Lace on their Coats, as foon as
£ ever they could procure Money to buy

“it.” (bh) Which way of coming at
thing that was not exprefly in his Father’s
g;dl. L, ftood him afterwards in great
The next Subje of our Zale-teller's Wit
is the Gloffesand Interpretations of Scripture,
very many abfurd ones of which kind are
allow’d in the moft Authentic Books of the
Church of Rome : The Sparks wanted Sil-
ver
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ver Fringe to put upan their Coats. Why,

fays Peter, (feemingly perhaps to laugh at

Dr. Bentley and his Criticifms); T have

“ found ina certain Author, which fhallbe

“ pamelefs, that the fame Word which in

* the Will is called Fringe, does allo fig-
“nifie a Broomffick, and doubtlefs ought to

“ have the fame Interpretation in this Para-

“ graph. ” (i) This affording great Diverfi- ¢) P 70
on to one of the Brothers; * You fpeak,

“ fays Peter, very irreverently of a Myfte-

“ ry, which doubtlefs was very ufeful and

“ fignificant, but ought not to be overcuri-

“ oufly pry’d into, or nicely reafon’d up-
*on.” (k) The Author, one would think, (%) Ibid.
copies from Mr. Toland, who always raifes

a Laugh at the Word Myfery, the Word and

Thing whereof he is known to believe

to be no more than a 7ale of a Tub.

Images in the Church of Rome give our
Tale-teller but too fair a Handle. “ The
¢ Brothers remembred but too well how
‘ their Father abhorred the Fafhion of Em-
“ broidering their Clothes with Indian Fi-
“ gures of Men, Women and Children;
¢ that he made feveral Paragraphs on pur-
“ pofe, importing his utter Deteftation of
“ 1t, and beftowing his Everlalting Curfe
“ to his Sons, whenever they fhould wear
“it.” () The Allegory here is diret. ¢ p. -
The Papifts formerly forbad the People the
ufe of Scripture in a Vulgar Tongue ; Pe-

ter

-
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ter therefore locks up his Father’s Will in a
Jtrong Box brought oxt of Greece or Ttaly :
Thofe Countries are named, becaufe the
New Teftament is written in Greek ; and the
Vulgar Latin, which'is the Authentic Editi-
on of the Biblein the Church of Rome, is in
the Language of Ol Jwaly. ('m ) The
Popes in their Decretals and Bufls have given
their Sanction to very many gainful- Do-
&rines which are now recew’d in the
Church of Eome, that are not mentioned in
Scripture, and are unknown to the Primi-
tive Church. Peter accordingly pronounces
ex Cathedra, that Points tagged with Sikver
were abfolutely Jure Patermo, and fo they
wore them in great numbers. (») TheBi-
thops of Rome enjoy'd their Privileges in
Rome at firlt by the Favour of Emperors,
whom at laft they fhut out of their own
Capital City, and then forged a Donation
from Conftantine the Great, the better to
juftifie what they did. In imitation of this,
Peter, “ having run fomething behindhand
“ with the World, obtained leave of a cer-
tain Lord to receive him into his Houfe,
and to teach his Children. A while after
the Lord died, and he by long Practife
upon his Father’s Will, found the way of
contriving aDeed of Conveyance of that
Houfe to himfelf and his Heirs : Upon
which he took pofleflion, turned the
Y oupg Squires out, and receiv’d his Bro-

“ thers

«
<«
[19
119
[13
113
<«

€<
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“ thers in'their ftead. ” (o) Pemnamceand (2 P.73.

Abfolution are plaid upon under the Noti-

on of a Sovereign Remedy for the Worms,

efpecially in the Spleen, which by obfer-

ving of Peter's Prefcriptions, would

void infenfibly by Perfpiration afcending

through the Brain. (p) By his Whifper- () P.os.

ing Office for the Relief of Eves-droppers,

Phyficians, Bawds and Privy-Councellors,

he ridicules Auricular Confeffion, and the

Prieft who takes it is defcribed by the Afs’s

Head. (g) Holy-Water he calls an Uni- () - 95:

verfal Pickle, to preferve Foufes, Gardens,

Towns, Men, Women, Children and Cattle,

wherein be could preferve them as found as In-

Jelts in Amber ; (r) and becaufe Holy-Wa- () p. o6,

ter differs only in Confecration from Com- 97

mon Water, therefore our Tale-teller tells

u$ thar hisPickle by the Powder of Pimper-

Jimpimp receives new Virtues, though it

differs not in Sight nor Smell from the

Common Pickle which preferves Beef, and

Butter, nor Herrings. &) The Papal Bul's (:J P.9o7.

are ridiculed by Name, {o there we are at

1o lofs for our Tale-teller's Meaning. (£) (1) p. g7

Alfaluti(m in Articulo Mortis, and the Zaxa 100

Camerae Apoftolicae are jefted upon in Em-

peror Perer's Letter. () The Pope’s Uni- (u) p yor.

verfal Monarchy, and his Zriple Crown, and

Key's and Fifkérs Ring have their turns of

being laughed at ; (w) nor does his Arro- (»)P.103.

gant way of thuirin%lMen' to kifs hisSlip-
2 per,
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()1id. per, efcape Reflexion (x). The Celibacy of

(y)P.ro4.
{z)P.104~
108.

(«)P. r30.

(3) P.108.

() P. 109,

() Ibid.

the Romifp Clergy is ftruck at in Peter’s turn-
ing his own and Brothers Wives out of
Doors.  (y) But nothing makes him fo
merry as Zranfubflantiation (z) : Peter tarmns
his Bread into Mutton, and according to
the Popifh Doétrine of Concomitance, his
Wine too, which in his way he calls paum-
ing his damned Crufts spon the Brothers for
Mutton (a). The ridiculous multiplying
of the Virgin Mary’s Milk among the Pa-
pifts, he banters under the Allegory of a
Cow which gave as much Milk at a Meal,
as would fill ‘Three thoufand Churches : (4)
and the Wood of the Crofs on which our
Saviour fuffered, is prophanely likened to
an “ Old Sign-poft that belonged to his
“ Father, with Nails and Timber enough
“ upon it to build Sixteen large Men of
“ War ”: (¢) And when one talked to
Peter of Chinefe Waggons which were made
fo light as to fail over Mountains, he fweats
and curfes four times in Eleven Lines, that
the Chapell of Loretto had travelled Two
Thoufand Germarn Leagues, though built
Zvith Lime and Stone, over Sea and Land
d)l

But I expe&;, Sir, that you fhould tell
e, that the 7ale-zefler falls here only upon
the Ridiculous Inventions of Popery ; that
the Church of Rome intended by thefe things
L2
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:)‘Eﬂt filly Superftitious People ; and to
them of their Money ; - that the World
had been but too long in Slavery; thatour
Anceftors glorioufly redeemed us from that
Yoak:; that the Church of Rome therefore
ought to be expofed, and that he deferves
well of Mankind that does expofe it.
Al this, Sir, Town to be true: but then
I would not fo fhoot at an Enemy, asto
hurt niy {elf at the fame time. TheFoun-
dation of the Do&rines of the Church of
England is right, and came from God: Up-
on this the Popes, and Councils called and
confirmed by them, have built, as St. Pawl
{peaks, Hay and Stubble , perithable and
flight Materials, which when theyare once
confum’d, that the Foundation may appear,
then we fhall fee what is faulty, and what
is not. But our Tale-teller firikes at the
very Root. ’Zis all with him a Farce, and
all a Ladle, as a very facetious Poet faysup-
on another occafion. The Father, and the
WIL L, and bis SonMartin, are part of the
Tale, as well as Peter and Fack, and are all
uther'd in with the Common Old Wives
Introdu@ion, Once upon a Time (¢). And () P-54
the main Body of the Will we are told con-
fited in certain admirable Rules about the (f)P.124.
wearing of theit Coats (f). So that let Pe-
ter be mad oneway, and Fack another, and
let Martin be fober, and fpend his Time
with Patience and Phlegm in picking the
Em-
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Embroidery off his Coat never fo carefully,
“ firmly refolving to alter whatever wasal-
“ ready amifs, and reduce all their future
' Meafures to the ftricteft Obedience pre-
@i “feribed therein” (g); Yet fiill this is
all part of a Zale of a Tub, it does but en-
hance the Zeller's Guilt, and fhews at the
bottom his contemptible Opinion of every

Thing which is called Chriftianity.

For pray, Sir, take notice that it is not
faying he perfonates none but Papifts or
Fanatics, that will excufe him; for in other
Places, where he fpeaks in his own Perfon,
and imitates none but himfelf, he difcovers
an equal mixwure of Lewdnefs and Irreligi-
on. Would any Chtiftian compare a Moun-
zebank’s-Stage, a Pal[it, and a Ladder toge-
ther> A Mountebank is a profefs’d Cheat,
who turns it off when he is prefs'd, with
the Common Jeft, Men muft live; and with
this Man the Preacher of the Word of God
is compared, and the Pulpit in which he
preaches, is called a» £difice (or Caftle) in

(5) P.34. 2he Air : (b) This is not faid by Peter, or
Fack, but by the Author himfelf, who af-
ter he has gravely told us, that he has had
Poxes ill cured by trufting to Bawds and
Surgeons, refle@swith “ unfpeakable Com-
“ fort, upon his having paft a long Life
“ with a Confcience voi g‘ Offence towards

G P.s1. * God and towards Man” (3).

In
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Tn his own Perfon, the Author fpeaks in
one of his Digreffions of “ Books being not
“ bound to Everlafting Chains of Darknefs
“ in a Library ; but that when theFulnefs
“ of Time fhould come, they fhould hap-
¢ pily undergo the Tryal of Purgatory, in
s drc{er to afcend the Sky.”. (gle) In ano- (V) P.14s
ther Digreffion our Author defcribes one of
‘his Madmen in Bedlam , who was diftem-
per'd by the Loofe Behaviour of - his Wife,
to be like Mofes: Ecce Cornuta erat ejus Fa-
cies 5 (I) which is the rendring of the Pul- () p 1.
gar Latin of thatwhich in the Fnglifb Bible
1s called the fhining of his Face when he
came down from the Mount. (m) Our Au- ) Excd-
thor himfelf afferts, that the “ Fumes iffu- 39,30,3s-
“ing from a Jakes, will furnith as comely
“ and ufeful a Vapor, as Incenfe from an
“ Altar. ” (»). "And ’tis our Author in his (v} P.vso.
own Capacity, who among many other
Ludicrous Similes upon thofe that get their
Learning out of Irdices, which are com-
monly at the End of aBook, fays, * Thus
“ Human Life is belt underftood by the
“ Wife-man’s Rule of regarding the End.” .
(o) "Tis in the Fragment,which has nothing 3%
to do with the Tale, that Sir Humphrey Ed-
wir is made to apply the Words of the Pfal-
mift, ThyWordis a Lanthorn to my Feet, and
a Light to myPaths, to a Whimfical Dark
Lanthorn of our Authors own contrivance ;
wherein he poorly alludes to Hudibras's

Dark-
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Dark-Lanthorn of the Spirity, which none fee
(P37 gy bur thofe that bear Pz't. (p) His wh&e
VIIT: Secion concerning the Aeoliffs, in
which he banters Infpiration, is fuch a Mix-
ture of Impiety and Immodefty, that I
fhould have as little regard to you, Sir, as
this Author has had to the Public, if I
fhould barely repeat after him what is there.
And it is fomewhat furprizing that the Ci-
tation out of Jrenaeus, in the Title-Page,
which feems tobe allGibberifp, thould be a
Form of Initiation ufed anciently by the
(9) The MarcofianHeretics (g). So great a delight
»\Z/ords of has this UnhappyWriter, to play with what
hisPrm {ome part or other of Mankind have al-
o edemb yays efteemed as Sacred!

thefe He-

vetics called it, are Bafima eaca tofa ea naa irrawrifia, disrbads caces
saba fobor camelanthi.” So it is in the Old Editions of Irepaens, from
one of ‘which it is here tranfcribed. Irendens thus interprets them,
Hoc quod eft [uper oramem wirtutem Paeis invoco, quod wocatur Lamen &~
Spirstus © Vita, quoniam in corpore regnafti. i.¢. Icall uponthis, which
31 above all the Power of the Father, which 1s caBed Light, and Spirit, sud
Life, becanfe thox haff reigned in the Body. The Greek Words which
were faulty at firft, made the Larin ones yet more fo ; it is probable
that Irenaens might not underftand themight at firft : They are §y-
riac, and inthe very Learned Mr. Grabe's Edition of Irenaews, they
are very ingenioufly reftored out of Facobus Rhenfrrdiua’s Differsation,
xpom the Redemption of the Marcofians and Heraclespiter, o

And therefore when he falls upon Fack,
he deals as freely with him, and wounds
Chriftianity through his Sides as much as
he had done before through Peter’s. The
Proteftant Diffenters ufe Scripture-Phrafes in
their Serious Difcourfes and Compofures

more
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more than the Church of Exgland-men. Ac

cordingly Fack is introduced, making “his

“ Common Talk and Converfation to run

“ wholly in the Phrafe of hisWILL. and

 circamfcribing the utmoft of his Elo-

“ quence within that compafs, not daring

“ to let flip a Syllable without Authority

“ from thence.” () And becaufe he could ) P97

not of a fndden recollect an AuthenticPhrafe,

for the Neceffities of Nature, he would ufe

no other : (s) Can any thing be prophaner () p.1gs.

than this? Things compared, always thew

the Efteem or Scorn of the Comparer. To

ridicule Praedeftination, Fack walks blind-

fold through the Streets ; the Body of our

Diflenters having till of late been Cal-

vinifts in the Queftions concerning the Frve

Points. “ It was ordained, faid he, fome

“ few days Zefore the Creation (7.e. imme-

“ diately by God himfelf) that my Nofe

¢ and this very Poft fhould have a Rencoun-

“ter ; and therefore Providence thought fit

“to fend us both into the World in the

“ fame Age, and to make us Country-men

“ and Fellow Citizens.” (#) This is adi- () P195.

rect Prophanation of the Majefty of God.

“ Yack would run Dog-mad at the Noife of

“Mufic, efpecially a Pair of Bagpipes. ” ()

This is to expofe our Diffenters Averfion to

Inftrumental Mufic in Churches. The
reement of our Diflenters and the Pa-

pilts, in that which Bithop Szillingfleet clzl&

I

(x) P.203,
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led the Fanaticifm of the Church of Rome, is
Iudicroufly defcribed for feveral Pages to-
gether, by Fack’s likenef(s to Peter, and their
Leing often miftaken for each other, and
their frequent meeting when they leaft in-

(w)P.ass, tended it : (ir) In thus, fingly taken, there

02,208 might poffibly be little harm, if one did
not fee from what Principle the whole pro-
ceeded.

This’tis which makes the difference bo-
tween the fharp and virulent Books written
in this Age againft any Se@ of Chriftians,
and thofe which were written about thebe-
ginaing of the Reformation between the fe-
veral contending Parties then in Ewrope. For
tho’ the Rage and Spight with which Men
treated one another was as keen and as
picquant then asit.is now, yet the Inclina-
tion of Mankind was not then irreligious,
and fo their Writings had little other effe@
but to encreafe Mens Hatred againft any
one particular Se, whilft Chriftianity, as
fuch, was not hereby at all undermined.
But now the Common Enemy appears bare-
faced,and ftrikes in with fome one or other
Sect of Chriftians, towound the whole by
that means. And this is the Cafe of this
Book, which is one of the Prophaneft Ban-
ters upon the Religion of Fefus Chriff, as
fuch, that ever yet appeared. In the 7ale,
in the Digreffions, in the Fragment, the fame
Spirit runs through, but rather moft in the

Fragment,
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Fragment, in which all extraordioary Infpi-
rations are the Subje@s of his Scorn and
Mockery, whilft the Proteftant Diffenters
ate, to outward appearanice, the moft di-
re&ly levelled at.- The Bookfeller indeed
in his Advertifement prefixed to the Frag-
ment, ptetends to be wholly ignorant of the
Autbor, and be fays, be cannot conjetture whe-
ther it be the fame with that of the two fore-
going Pieces, the Origimal having been fent
bim at a different Time, and in a different
Hand. 1t may be fo; but the Stile, and
Turn, and Spirit of this Fragmest , and of
the 7Zale being the fame, no body, Ibelieve,
has doubted of their being written by the
fame Author : If the Authors are different,
fo much the worfe, becaufe it thews there
are more Men in the World a&ed by the
fame Spirit. But be the Author one or
more, the Mask is more plainly taken
off in the Fragment. The Writer ufes the
Allegory of an Afs’s bearing bis Rider up to
KHeaven : (x) And prefently after he owns
his Afs to be allegorical, and fays, *“ That
“ if we pleafe, inftead of the Term Afs, we
“ may make ufe of Gifred or Enlightned
“ Preacher , and the Word Rider we may
“exchange for that of Fanatic Auditory, or
¢ any other Denomination of the like Tm-
“port :” (y) And now having fetled this
Weighty Point, (s he contempruoufly calls
it) he enquires by what Methods this Teacher

1a arrives
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@ 16d- arrives ar bis Gifts, or Spirit, or Light ().
Enthufiafm with him is an Univerfal Decep-
tion which has run through all Sciences in
all Kingdoms, and every thing has fome

(a) Pa8g. Fanatic Branch annexed to it ; (a) among
which he reckons the Summum Bonum, oran
Enquiry after Happinefs. The Defcent of the
FH. Ghoft after our Blefled Saviour’s Afcen-
fion in the Shape of Cloven Tongues, at the
Firft Pentecoft, in the Second of the Alis, is
one of the Subjeé@s of his Mirth : And be-
caufe in our Diffenting Congregations, the
Auditory ufed formerly with greatr Indecen-
cy to keep on their Hats in Sermon Time,
therefore, fays he, “ They will needs have
“ it as aPoint clearly gained, that the Clo-
“ ven Tongues never fat upon the Apoftles
“Heads,while theirHats were on:”(4)ufing

g”;g_"“”’ that Ridiculous Argument to prove that the
Diflenting Minifters are not divinely infpi-
red. And he does not mince the Matter
when he fays, “ That he is refolved imme-
“ diately to weed this Error out of Man-
¢ kind, by making it clear, that this My-
“ ftery of venting Spiritual Gifts is nothing
“ but a Trade acquired by as much Inftru-
‘ ¢tion, gnd mafter’d by equal Pra&ice and

(3 P30y ¢ Application as others are. ” (¢) Can any
“ thing be more blafphemous than his Game

‘ ““at- Leap-Frog between the Flefh and Spirit 2
2‘3 pate- (d) This affects the Do@rine of St. Paul,
vit.  (¢)and not the Private Interpretation:h?f

s
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this or that Particular Se&t ; and this too

is defcribed in the Language of the Stews,

which with now and then a Scripture-Ex-

preflion, compofe this Writer’s Stile. Thus

when the Swauffling of Men who have loft

their Nofes byLewd Courfes, isfaid tohave

given rife to. that Tone which our Diffen-

ters did too much affe& formerly, He fub-

joins, “ That when our Earthly Taberna-

“ cles are difordered and defolate, fhaken

 and out of Repair, the Spiriz delights to

“ dwell withinthem, as Houfes are faid to

“ be haunted, when they are torfaken and

“ gone to dccay.?‘)” Anc{ in his Account of () P:313-

Fanaticifm, he tells us, 7hat the Thorn in the P

Flefb, ferves for a Spur to the Spirit. (g) Is €173

not this to ridicule St.. Paul’s own Defcrip-

tion of his own Temptation ; in which the

Apoftle manifeftly alludes to a Paflage in

the Prophet Ezekiel (b)? () 2 Cor.
What would Men fay in anyCountry in Xil.7.

the World but this, to fee their Religion fo ey

vilely treated from the Prefs > I remember 24.

to have feen a French Tranflation of the

Learned Dr. Prideaux (the prefent Worthy

Dean of Norwich’s) Life of Mahomet, printed

in- France, 1 think at Paris, in the Adver-

tifement before which, the Tranflator tells

the Public, That he did not tranflate the

Letter to theDeifls, thereto annexed in Eng-

lifb, becaufe, fays he, our Government fut-

fers no fuch People, and there is-no need of

Anti-
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Antidotes where there is no Poifon. Be this
true or falfe in France, it matters not to
our prefenit Purpofe; but it fhews that no
Man dares publickly play with Religion int
that Country. How much do the Makbome-
tans reverence the Alcoran > Dares any Man
among them operily defpife their Prophet ,
or ridicule the Words of his Law > How
ftrictly do the Banians, and the other Se&s
of the Gentile Eaft-Indians worthip their Pa-
gods, and refpet their Temples? This Sir,
you well know, is not Superftition nor Bi-
gottry. It is of the Effence of Religion,that
the utmoft Regard fhould be paid to the
Name and Words of God, both which upon
the {lighteft, and the moft ridiculous Occa-
fions, are play’d upon by Common Oaths,
and Idle Allufions to Scripture Expreffions
in this whole Book. Ido not carry my
Charge too far.

For admitting that this Writer interded
to make himfelt and his Readers Sport, by
exercifing his Wit and Mirth upon a Cou-
ple of Pedants,as he efteems Dr. Bentley and
my felf; yet fince the 7a/e may thus be ex-
plain’d, and fince to your knowledge and
mine, Sir, it has been thus interpreted b
Unconcerned Readers, the Mifchief whic
it does is equally great to Mankind. Be-
fides, even that Excufe will not ferve in the
Fragment, which is levelled at no particular
Man that I can find whatfoever. Dr.lﬁng,

ate
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late of Chrift-Church was fo fenfible ofthis,
that when by reafon of the Perfonalities (as
the French ¢all them) in the Book, it was
faid at his Door, he took care immediately
to print fuch Remarks upon it, as effeQually
tleared him from the Imputation of having
writ it : He therein did like a Chriftian ;
and he that is one, would be very uneafie
under the Charater of being none. And
this is what Mr. Swif? is yet under greater
Obligations to do, becaufe of his Profeffi-
on. The World befides will think it odd,
that 2 Man fhould in a Dedication play up-
on that Great Man, to whom he is more
obliged than to any other Man now living;
for it was at Six Wiliam Temple’s Requelt,
that my Lord Sommers , then Lord-Keeper
of the Great-Seal of England,gave Mr. Swift
avery good Benefice inone of the molt De-
licious Parts of one of the Pleafanteft
Counties of England. It is publicly re-
ported that he wrote thisBook : It isa Sto-
ry, which you know, Sir, I neither made,
nor fpread; for it has been long as publicas
it can well be. ThelInjury done to Religion,
that any of itsMiniftersthould lie under the
Imputation of writing fuch a Burlefgue upon
it, will - be irreparable, if the Perfon fo
charged does not do i# and himfelf Juftice.
1 fay Himfelf, for in my own Confcience 1 ac-
quit himfrom compofing it. The Author,
1 believe,is dead, and it is probable that it

was
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was writ in the Year 1697, when it is faid
to have been written,

Before 1 leave this Author, be he who he
will, I fhall obferve, Sir, that hisWit is wor
bis own, in many places. The Afors inhis
Farce, Peter, Martin, and Fack, are byName
borrowed from a Letter written by the late
Witty D.ot Buckingham,concerning Mr.Clif-
ford’s Fuman Reafon : (i) And Peter’s Ban-
ter upon Zranfubffantiation , is taken from
the fame D. of Buckingham’s Conference with
an IrifbPrieft, (k) only here Breadis changed
into Mutton and Wine, that the Banter might
be the more crudé; there a Cork is turned
into a Horfe. But the Wondrings on the one
fide, and the Afeverations on the other, are
otherwife exactly alike. And T have been
aflured that the Battel in St. James’s Libra-
ry is Mutatis Mutandis taken out of a Fremch
Bool, entituled, Combat des Livres, if I mif-
remember not.

And now, Sir, I heartily ask your Par-
don for troubling youwith fo long a Letter.
You know the true Reafons and Induce-
ments of my Writing the Reflexions at firft ;
I cannot think it needed anyApology then,
and 1o I do not write this Letter as an A-
pology now. I wrote then of the Writi
of one Gentleman at the Command of ano-
ther, who is an exa Judge of Decency
and Good Manners. T would fay a great
deal more, but that I write 70, as well as

of
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of your felf. But I fhould have been inex-
cufable, if, whert you fAw and gave your
felf the Trouble of reading the Refleitions
before they went to the Prefs, I fhould not
have compofed them fo, 4s thatyou {liculd
not have needed todifown them afterwards.
Your kriendthip, iit truth, has been for
many Years . fo genierous towards me, and
fo difinterefted, that Y have often found
¥on could as willingly have made Excufes
or my Failings, as have commended my
good Management. But as the Office of an
Excufer is'what for ones Friend’s fake, as
well 4s ones owr, 4 Man is not too fre-
quently¢opuit his Friend upon, fo the prin-
cipal Defign of my Writing this long Nar-
rative, was to fatisfic yon, Sir, who are fo
very much concerned, that all the Obje&i-
ons hithertd made againft the Reflexions,
will eafily admit of 2 dire& and full Anfwer.
I have rothing more te fay, buc that it is
meceflary for your fake, that Ifhould inform
the Pua;{ic, that the Faults inthis Letter are
all my own, and that I will not defire you
to ftand by me upon the account of any
Miftakes of which T may have been guilty.
1am,

1R,
Mgy at. Tour moft Oz_ligezl and
1705 Faithful Servant,

W. Wotton.

FI NI S
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