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OliN emeral PrlnCipitl :1Jf M G .. 'A L S. 
., •• " p 

.#, . 

D" I SPU T ts ~iih ~"erfons," p,ertinadoufly 
oMinate in' their, Principl~ are,- of, an 
others, ' the mon irk(ome;' except, per-' 

haps, tho~e \yith Perfons~ whoreaUy do not believe 
at all the OJiini~n they aefend, but engage in the: 
ContrOVl!rfy.' Trom AfFetbtiOll, .:from- a Spirit of Op;.> 
pl)fitioil~' -<Jtfiom'a'D~fiYe or :/howihg Wit and Inge-' 
nuity, 'fuPeriol't~'l:J¥:" reft tOf-Mankind. The fame 
blind Adherence to their' own-Arguments'is to be ex. ~ 
~ted; i. both; the fame Contempt of their, Autar;;: 
nifts; and the'fame-paffionate Vehomence, m. inforc~ 
ing Soptrutty;~:f~ood. Ani as rcafoning 'js; 

l1~t the Sout~; w'bcnce: eithef -Difput£nt derives hiS' 
renets; 'tis in vain to expefl, that any Lo~ic~ which' 
Peaks ,not to the Affeaions, will ever engage him to , 

'm.brace founder PrincJples. ' , 

B 
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Tllon who have rcfufed the Reality or moral 
Diflintlions, may be ranked in the latter Clafs. _~. 
tJlbJigft the difutpnllOUS DlfputDts i DOl' is-it em
~vable, that aD)' human Creature could ever feri
()ully be1ie7e. that all Charaaera ud Aaions were 
:alike CDdded t.e th8 _M~Oa aa.iltciard or cw:ry 
.one. The DifFercacc, whidl Nuare has plac'd __ 

.twillt ~ ~. ~.aDotber". "i. Co wide, .. tlii 

.DUf'emnce is ftill fo much farther wideaecl, by Educa
tion, Example, and Habit, that, where the oppofite 
:Extremes co~e _ QDC:e 1IIIdcr. oar ApprcheofioD.., 
,there is no Scepticifm fo faupaloUi. and (arce .., 
Afi"urance (0 dctermin'd, aa abCobucly to deny aD 
Diflinaion betwixt them. Let a Man'.luG:JWbility 
.be ever fo great. he mWl' often be touch 'el with the 
~agC$of RIGHTand WRONG, Uldlethis 
Prejudices be ever f~ ob4iDate. he muA obfenre, that 
I)then arelafc.:ptible of like Im.~.TIae ollly 

. Way. therefore, of conYG'tiDg IUl ADtagonia or this 
Kind •. is. to leave him to ~'. For, fiDdinJ t1lOl 
No-body keeps up the CoDh"OVCl'f)' wUh him. 'tis 

'probable he will. at laft, of himfdf. ~ mere 
\y~arinefs, tome ovor ~ the ~id4_.of COJllDlon S~ 
AAdR.eafon. 

t, • 

TH Ell. has been a Controverfl ftard of latt, 

Jnuch b~r wonhExaminatiOD, COllQ:rDia" 
'---- .. ~ . zen 
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, Of tht 'emeral Principl" oj MoaALa. 'S' '_ ......... 
generall Fo~on of M 0 R·A L S. whether they 
llre -derived from R E 4 SON or from SEN T 1-
MEN T; whether we 'attain tAe Knowledge-9f 

. them by a chain.r ~t and Deduaiotl. or by 
'~Ii immedial'e Feeling ad finer internal Senft; whe. 
'diet •• ali ~ Judgme1ltefTruth and FaMioed~ 
tlaey· fftcNld, be the fame m:~ mional~C'Ilt : 
BelAg; or wllether. like the Perception of BeaUty, 
.aadDeformity. they are founded entirely on the pat. 
ticulai Fabric: ~ Coniitution of the 'hwnanSpeeia. 

, Tn anticnt PhiloCepheis, tho'theY often aSitm. 
tbat'Wtiie is.lIOChing bot Conformity tc,Reafon, ytt~' 
in ~neral, feem, U) tODfider Morals as'deriring:their 
Exiince &om. Tafte and Sentiment. <?n ~he odler 
Hand. OIHlIlOdem Enquirers. tha' they alfo talk 
mucl~ of tlle' Beauty of Vinue.. and Deformity of 
Vice, yet have toDUnonl)' end.avouree! to account 
f9r( tReft Dilmaions' , by mctaphyfical Reafonings.· 
and 'by DedutlioDa from. moft abftraa PriJlcipJes 

. of human Underftanding. Such ConfuuOIl reign'd: 
in thefe .sDb~ .. that 'an Oppotition of the. greateft: 
~OD(equeD4'C c:oa1d -preftil ~ GIle Syftem ad' 
anOthCl', and tveII in the Parts almoft of each indivi
dual Syftem; ~d yet No~body, till very lately, .... 
ever feafibl. of it. The elegant and (ulilime Lord 
Shaftu." who firft ga" Occ:afion to remark this, 
Difti,U!\ion, and, whet in gacral. idher'd to the-

B 2" Prill-
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4r c o 
P~.ip'les of ~~ Antieuts; is not .. himklf. entirel, 
free nom f:um: Ccntfg!ion~ . 

. ;.- ... :.. I. • ' 

lrrl~ ac:kro\Ylrdgod, Sidz:, of £;de I 

~~llJO~ ,z:,~ fufceP..i?blei or: f~us" ~~t5. I 

Mor~ Dift~tli~" it1nTl;le ~e dib.m~e I 

pill"rElfr, t11.r ~y Difp:tte~ tb:!c: i 
reign, in common Life, as well as in FbjIojOphy. I 
with llgard thil fir £;dBg ClWn fif Profif51 

ofteoaclf\1c:'d qn.both Sides;' thcExamples cited, the 
Aut~rritiel to, lhe AnCogifit rmplfif"d, 

F.~tieS!d.Ctc~, 'the ~s dra~.' and the Te
v;er£;d 1f:O:~l;Rf~JlSt 11,"''',''"'' 

No. Man. reafollS wDCe?llng rnnthrr'fs 

(£e}l C;$ltly nOll5el,:ll1Ji_ the, J-tl~, or ltljJi4ke of hits I 
4WODS.' .l~l)' 'I'ri.rl df Cr~w.. ~~ JiJib"Ob- I 

je~ tp' ~~ Fr~rl1~:d"and~11~j.~ 
4B#>';U~pu~sl.t9"th~~~ ~the (ec.0l!d to,pr"ve) ~ 
f!!'Ien if theflf Cairns weret r;al, be jt~r,J, 

:¥. innocent and lawful. . 'Tis c~e1fedly by Deduc-
JiQIl' rf ;~c; Vj1d~~1anfing.: the is '. 

certain'd; 

D" ~Ie 



Of the C';,raiPr;,uipfes if MouLS. ',. 
mUin'd: How ~n ~e fuppofe, that ~ differ~nt F~
culty of the Mind is employ'd in fixing the other? 

{)N the- odler Hand~, thole, who would refolve aU 
moral Determinarlcms into ~l1lIilllm.t, may endeavour 

• tD thaw, that 'tis iinPofilile for Realbn ever tO'draw 

Condunons of this Na~ To' Virtue, fay the,., 
,it belongs to beQ1lliaH" and Vice odioNS. This forms 

their very !<fature or ESfence. But can Reafon or Ar
gumentation diftribute. tliefe different Epithets to any 
Sub.fet\s, and prono~ce a p,.;ori; that this ~u~ pro
dUce Love, and. thaf Hatred r' Or wbat ot1ier. Re~-

• ~ •. ' r <_. . • ' : • 

COD cali :'We eVeI'· ilffign for thefe 'Afferuons~ bUt the 
original Fabric and Formation of the human Mind, 

which is na~y f'd~. to receive thCIJl ? 
••• _. p ,.. " ',4,', ..... 

~ _. . 

• T·, 
, Tu E End of all PlOtal ~pecuIa~on$ i~ to teach III 
our'Duty'; and by 'prop~r-Reprefentatiqns of thy De;' 

f0nWty of Vice' and' Beauty of Virtue, beget cor

r-tfpondent'Habits,' and engage us 'to avoid the one, 
and' embj.ace the other. Bilt is this ever to be ex

p~aed tr6m Inferebces ~d Conc1Wi~ns of the Un
de#Uridii'tg; . Wnf~Ii~ t)fth~ntti:ives, have 110 Hold ot" • 

the Afletnons; nof fet' tM aaive Po~ers of Men in, 

Motio:d"and E~p'loyment? '!hey difcover Truth jO 

but where the. Truths they difcover are indifferent, 
and beget no, -Defire or Averfion, they can have no· 

liaflucnce on Condua andBehavio~. What w' Iio-
D 3 nomable,. 
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So!: C T ION I. 
Deurable, what is fair, what)s becoming. what • 

neble, what i; gener01l&, takcs PoHon of the ~ 
and animates us to embrace and to maintain it. What 

it intelligible, what is c'rident, what is probable, 
,..,hat is true. procures only the cool Aifent of the 'Un. ° 

derftandink; anel gratif'ying a fpeC1llalive~, 
puts an eud to our Rcfearches. 

EnrltCVJSB all the warm Feelings and Prepoffcf.. 
iOOs in favour of Virtue, anel all Difguft or Averfion 
againft Vice: Render Men ~y indiJFerent towards
there DiilinaiODS; aael Morality ,b no lo~er a Prac' 
tical Study, nor has any TeD4e~cy to regulate our 

• ° ° 

. LiYes and AaiODl. 

THIn Arguments on both sides (and many more 
might be adduc'd) aiefoplau6ble, that lam.ptto 
tafpea they may, both of them, be folid and Catis. 
faaory. and that Ruj'fIII anel S",,; .. , concur in al· 
mot all moral ~ODS and ConclufioJU. 

- The hal Sentence, 'tis probable, which pronoWlces 
Charalters and AaiODS amiable or odious,· praW:. 
worthy or blameable; that which ftamps on them ° 

the Mark of Honour or Infamy, Approbation or 

Cenfure; that which reDders Morality an aam:Prin. 
aple, and conftitatcs Virtue our Happinefs, and Yic;e 
our Mifery: 'Tis, probable, I fay, that this iaal 
SentCllCe dqlenda on fome internal S~~ Qr Feelbt." 

whicll 
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_ 0/ thI GI""..l Pnll(ipkl'fJ/ .MaltAis. ~ 
.. lich' Nat1lft has' mad. unived'al to the wh. 
Species. For what elfe can have an Influence of this 
Nature 1 But, in 'order to pave the Way fbr fuch a 
Sentimeat, aadgive Men a proper :oitcemment of 
ita Objetl, 'tis often necelfary, we find, that macll' 
ReQ,ning fhould precede, that -nice Diffintlioftl 
be made, jull CcnclufioDs'dnrwn-, diftant Comparifolllt' 
form'd, accurate Relations examin'd, and general 
Faa. n'd.-and afcertain'd: Some S~es ofLeauty'.
efpecially the natDial Kinds. OIl their 1irft Appeu
ance, cOlDJlWld Our. Affeaion, and 'App~obation r. 
aDd wh= t:he}<, fail of this Efia, 'til impoSiblo (oj; 

UyReafcining to redrefs their InflaeJ:Lce, or adapt 
them better to our-Tale and SentimODf, But in'many 

o Orders of ~auty, ,particularly -thoCc of the finer" 
Arts, "tis requiute to employ much Reafmung, ia. 
order to feel thepr()Pet: Sentiment; and a falfe Jldjnl 

may frequently be 'correCled by Argument and Re. 
fletlion. There are jull Grounds to conclude, that ' 
l;Doral Beauty partakes much of this latter Species. 
and ,demaDdS the Afliftance of our inteDeaual Fa~ 
c:idQes, in order to give it a {!litable Influence on the 
hnmanMind.. 

B'l1T tho' this <l!effion, concerning the general' 
Principle of Morals, be extremely curious and i~ 
portant; 'tis needlefs for us, at prefent, to employ
!~er Care in- our Enquiries cOnceniing it: For ii 
1f0 caD be fo happy, in the Courfe of this Enquiry .. 

, B + .... 
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. SECTION I . I 
.. to fix thejuft Origin ofMorala. 'twill then eaSr, 1 
appear how far Sentiment .or R.eal'on enters- into all 
Jleteimioations of thi~ Nature,-.,.: Mean while, it 

. wilHc:arce be pafiibl~ fIX' us, 'ere' this. Controw:ny is 
Cally: decided, to pr~cd in -that uauilte:Maaael', 

Kquir'd in the Sciences;' by begbuunt with eua 
Defillitjont. of. V' JR T U E III1d V ICE, which are 
the Objeila of oar prefent Enquiry. But we. fhall do 
what m3}' jWUy be efteem'd as CatiafaB:dry. We fhall 
c~fider 1he Matter as 3Jl Qbje£l of Ex,perience. 
We,~ call ,..,." ~JUJjfJ fir .Allwlllf tbl Mjd, vir .. 
JI10llS, 'Which ;S Iltt,litIIiI <Wit" IhtgtnlTai .A;'~lIIi. 

-!l.fMtm/li,ntl :Aad we:1ball,denomiaatuj,cioQs, "'MY 
i<-ruJ;,,~ _,h. is, the O".i,lI if gllllrJ BI.me ". Ca
prI, : .Thi:fe ~ties we fhall endeavour to collea I 
and after,. cxmawimg, on both Sides. the feVd'al 
.ciuumftailces, in which they agree, 'tis bop'd wa 

may, at lail. reach the Foundation of Ethics, ami 
find thor::. univerfal Principles, from which all moral 
Blame or Approbation is ultimately derived. AI 

this is a. ~ftion of Faa, not of abftraa: Science, 
.we can only expeit.Succefs, by following this expe
rimental Method, and deducing gen~r~1\4axims UoDl 
a COI1lpuifon of particular Inftances. The other 

kientifical Method;· where a general abftrail Prin

ciple is firft eftablifh'd, and is afterwards branch'. 

• Sec Appendix tPlt. 
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Of tIMGIIIINI Prititipkuf !\fOULS. 9-
out into a Variety of Iuferenc:es and Conc:lunollS. 
may be more perfett in itfelf, but fwts lcfs the Im
perfeaion of human Nature, and is a c:om~on 

Somc:e of Dluon and Miftake, in this .. wdl as in
other. Sitbjeas. Men are nowc:u:red of their Pallion. 
for Hypothefes and SyftCtDs in natural Philofophy; 
and will hearken to no Arguments butthofe deriv'd 
from Experience .. 'Tis full Time they fltould begin, 

a like Reformation in all moral Difquifitions; and 
J:ejetl every. Syftem of. EthiCS', howeyer fubtile or iJr .. -
pious, that is Dot founded on Faa and Qbferva.
lion. 

II S, SEC. T 1 0: N. 
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• .. 
SECTION l~ .. 

Of BENEVOLENCE. 

PAR T I. 

T HE R. It ia .. Principle. {oppos'd" to JftYlila.

. mo. 1DIIIf, which ia utterly. iacompatibl, 
yjda an V .. 01". moral Seacimem.; and u it caD. 

proceed &om DOthiag bat the moft deprav'd Difpo
iition, Co in its Turn it teDda ftill farther to foftcr &net 
deoatage that Depravity. This PriDciple is, that 
au ~ ii mereHypocrify, Fricndlhip a Chea~. 
Public: Spirit Ii FlI'Cc, Fidelity a Snare to. procure' 
Tr:d and Coafi&teDc:e; and while all of as, at the 
Boua.,panae only oar private Intereft. we we ... 

theCe fUr DifpifCII, ia orcier to p,ut otbers off cheif 
Guard, aad· expoe, them the.more to OIU' Wac. w· 
)lrijNcioDa. What Heart 011£ 111114: be. po4I"dS'.t~ 
of, who prof'c4Ca Cac:la Priaciples, aad who·feeJa no. 
iatImaal S~t to belye fo nemicious.a Theory •. 
1d, ea,.,. to imar;iAe:. And alfo. what Degree. of A( .. 

.fitSioa aDd BmeJOlcac:e he. caD.· bev .• ~-a Sp"Qies., 
-" ':4·' ,vh_ 
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IZ SEC 'l' I:,Q N n. 0 

whom he r.eprefents under fuch odious Coloan, ael 
{uppofes fo little fufceptible of Gratitwle or anr !leo I 

.... of Meaion. Or if we :.m not afcribe tbd'e I 
Erinciples altogether to a corrupted Heart, we md, 
at lea1\,. a.ccount for them .flOpl the 100ft carcIcfs mel 
precipitate. EXaminatiOlh S\Jpetficial B.eafeoen, 
indeed, obferving many falfe. Pretences . among! 
Mankind. and' &enng, per!iaps, nO' very irong Re
ftraint in their own Difpontion, might draw a general 

. and a hafty ConcluflOn', .. that all is equally corrupted. 
and that Men, difICrent ftoIIt all' other Animals, aDd 
i!ldCed·ftitin a\t oU.er Species of Exifteace,' admit 01 
no: ~es: o( Good or Bad, bllt are, in evay In. 
ftance, the fllnle Cre.atun:s, Ilndcr:cli6erent Difgaifes 
and A ppcarauces.. . ." . .. . . . 
~~ .' f • 

~ . ~~ nJl. is a,nother PJincipie, rOmeWh~'rer~bUng 
tlle former'; whlcb has ~ much. inUft~ ~n, ~y. 
\_. :!I .' - -

Philofophu., aJI4l.at be.e~ ~e E,olJlldation of ~y 
a tair Syftena; that-wBatcVer Aft'et\ion olle.may feel,. 
or imagine. he feels for othen, no.PaSicm is, C)J'CQ 

~ 4ifinterdkd .... thG the moJl gcnero.\lI.FrieadQUp. 
however. fiDcere, it a ModiDcedDa of Sdf·IQyc:;. and 

. that even. unbawn:tIO:Ourfelns, we fcck.oa1y..out 
Gratification, while· ~c. appear .the. JU08: 4eePiy CIl~ 
pg'd in Schemes for the Liberty aRd ibppbldi 0( 

Mankint- By a TURl of Imagiuatiol1, b't a Refine
.ent of ll-ofle:t\iop;' by' all EnthWiafm· of P.a16on,' 

we 

, 
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,- Of Bi:1Iivoi.nc:i.' ;t. 

'M r.a, to tab Part in, tU IAterefts of otlaen. ancl' 
imagine Oorfelve& dWefted of aa'feWh Views_ 
CoWideratiou ~ But at the Bottom, the mol geaeroua 
Patriot anci Jiloft Diigardly Mifer. _ the braveft Hero 
aDd moft abjea Coward. have. 10. er/e'ry Atti:o»- ,. 
equal'Regard to their QWIl HappintfJ and W clfare. '. , 

; ••. : : J .. • .... 

WH&IYBR coadudcs. from tlae r~g Tendency 
of this Opinion. that thofe. who make Profellion of 
it, cannot,' pofiibly feel the true,Sentiments oE ~ne: 
1l0lenoe, or have any' Rc&ard for genuine Virtue. wil}. 
oft:cn.', W himCelf .. i~ Praruce. vel}' much JDiftak~":' 
Propity and, HonourVlete' no Strangers to Ep;cm, 

• •. " .. 1 

and his sea. .AII;C." and.. Horau feem to have cij7 
jotd from Nature .. and cultivated by' ReftcaioDJ. u' 
g~neroua qd frien4Iy DifpOfitionS as ~r. DifcipIc. ot' . 
the aufterer Sc:h.ools. And. amongft the. MOderns~ 
llo1im and r.;,~kl.' who maiJuain'd the fclfi1h Syb. 
pf Mor~s, liv'd'moft irreRroachab1~,i..ives;, th~, ~ 
former l~y Dot 'under any Refuaints 'pf Religion, 

which might fup~Iy ~e DefeCts of his Philofophy'. r 
, , 

. 4i( Rjitilrlan.·oi a 1!oliGijI re'acmy allows, that there, 
is -fucli a~ Thing ~s Fi'~Danup.in. the Wllrid, without· 
'nypocrify' or "Dirguife.; tJW he,m:tyattempt; by 'a, 

"EhilOrophlcatClir.mUtrY, to' reCoIve the Elements of. 
1:hi~ Pafiion; if 1mar. Co fpeak, into thofe of another" 
an~ ex~lain everr. AJFeaion to be Self.lov~. twiftt!d 

and. 
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~~ S.I ~ T I' 0 N 1t 
&GIlmaalcWiDtO a' Varictyot SJaapilntl Affe" 
.... But.'de .,'Tuaotz-pra_,. .. 
au. IIGC mctay MaD; IIQ&' p. .. fame Dire&ieJt 
to the origiaal Pdion J dds it fiaticieat, eva ac .. 
COIIfiDg to the (c:Ui6 Sy8al. • make the ~ »if
mace iii JiUBlUl CJiara8erI. aad clc.omiiaate OJe 
Maa ~us aad Jiamane. aaothc:r vicious anc{ 

meanly iil~. I deem die ~aJt. whoCe Self. 
Itlve. by whatever Means, is fo diretled as to give 
hUn .Concern for othen. aad reader him ferviceable 
to Society: As' I hate or clef'pi& him. who has DO 

ltegard' to any Thing beyond hiS own pitiful Gratifi.. 
caciOIU and Enjoyments. In vain would you fu~ft. 
that' thefe Charatlers. tho' teemingly oppof1tc:. are, 
at the Bottom, tie Came, ud-that a very iDCO~
able Tum ofImaginatioD forms the who~c DiiFCrence 
'betwixt them. Each Charaaer, D()twithllanding 
thefe- illConfulerable DUFere~ces. appears to me. iii 
'Praaice, _ pretty duraBle ancfUDtranl'mutable. - And" 
1 find oot, in this. more, than in otherSubje&, tJaat. 
-the natural Sentiments, arHing frbm thegeneraI Ap
.pearances 01 ThiD~ are eafily cWlroy'd by rein ttl" 
lteaeaicms cpnCPJllng.thC minute orlgin of thefc 
.Appearances. Does Rot, the livel'y. cbeerfUl Colow 
of a COUDtenance infpire me with 9om,flaccncy and 
Pleafure i even tho' I learn from Philofophy-, that all 
'J>ilference of Complexioll. Wei: fiODl ~ -Dloft lUi. 

- IIUC 
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... tJ/lbttnoi.l1fctl:· ~I.S 

-aitteDiEaaCei GF Thic:bdi, ·in .. dIe .• mea mialltC 
-Parts of the Skin ; .by .which Diiiereac:ea ODe Super-
• __ .it qaaJif'y'd to reJlca ODe of die oripw Colo1aq. 
,.r Lipt, and abCcarb die others 1 

• .JUT tho' the Q..ueftiOD. CODc:eming the 11Di~ 
. w partial Se1fi1hnef. of Man, be Dot ~o material. .. 
.is. ufua,Uy,imap'd. to Morality aDd Praaice. it i. 
certainly of great Coafequence in the fpeculative. 
Scimce of haman.Natare. aDd in pro1*' Objcttof 
. Curioity. and Enquiry. It ~y DOt, therefore.. be 
~per. in dda P-. tobdow-afcwRc4cai. 

'1IfOJlit -. 

TSIJDOft omc.Objeaiolt to tJa,e feW&. Hypo
·thcflS. iI, that ~g ~ to common Feeling aDd 
our mol anpreja4ic'd N~ODI aDd Qpiuioill J there 

• ............. u, .. .we. illto two KiMt. tIIe~ .... 
,."...,. Tk fira iI. "bae we III .. 110 FriIDcJa.ip or ec.. 
JIaioII'or Ea-fortbe PenGO., bat feel om, • paeral S'ympath, 
with him or • CompallioD for hiI Pliat. mI .. Coapatolatioa witla 
.. Plra6l.-. Tbe-otJaer Speciea 0(. BeaeYOlcKe 'u fo.1IIIed .... 
C)piaiao of VlRae ... s.ni_ IIone aI. or lID fomc puti~1' 
Ca:xiaae. Beth tbcfe SeDtJa.alB lDal be aUow'tI reiI ia haaaID 
.llataral "wlletl!er~ wiU N~ i!ato fomeaiceCcialidenu
fII Self.Jo ... iI. Q2cftioa more .. ,.,.. tUB impottaat, The far. 
'_ Scalimeat.' "' •• chat of I"DenI BcDcyoJeace CIt HuiDaalt7 .. 
s,m,.tIIJ. wa'!W •• " 0aaafi0D fleqaeatl7 to tItIt of ia .... 
ClDeUt 01 &hefc EIIiJa J loti J ....... it ..... , -1CIICnl Ea
,m-. 'witbeDt IIIJ o&bu PIIIat, 
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t5: SEC T I,O·H~U. 
r i, reqaii'd tbe :hijhei Stretth of Ph:iIofopJiy'to e&-

· bJi.Oi:CoatnonUnary a Parad_x •. ~.o.tbe4Jio1lcare-
· ldi ObferV~r. 'therC-appear to be (udi DlfpofitiODS .. , 
Benevolence and C Generofity ; fucA AfFealeDS IS 

, Love, Friend1hip; Compaftion, . Gratitude. Thefe 
: ~endmeDt~· Jiavt·the~ Catlfe~; JlfFea~~ Obj~, "7ancl. 
~ Operations," 'snarkt by tOnunQD bnguage 'lind Oltfer

.. 'vation,: andpfairuy. dirunguiffl'd'frOm th~ icififh·}JId'. 
· fions. And' as dus is the obVious Appe~ce of. 
· Th~gs, it'muS: beaduntted; tin fonie Hypothef'" be 
~c\ikoverd,! Jwbidl,. by: penetrating dtejeririto·1iwnan 

• Nature-,· ka;t ~e: 4e )fimn~j;.lifiafbn.~tO.be<N6_ 
thing but Modlfications of the latter. AU Attempts 
of this Kind have hitherto prov'd fruitlefs, and feem 

· to uve proceecw entireJ}r' fromthtoLoveo'S;;"pIi
: city, ~ch has been the'SoUrce of'~uCh &Ire R~
~ roning in' PJU1ofophy. 1 fhalt llotJi.e~ el'lttt into '81\)' 

: Detail, on tll.c:·p~subjea· ¥an)',~k,Philofo
"phers have fhown·tI\e,InmfHeioncy of thefe'8)oftents. 
: And I fuall take for granted what, r belieye/tLe 
, [mallei R~ W;ll ~e evi~, to everY im~-
, tial Enquire!<; ) . ' 
I B~T the 'Nature of tile Strl;jea~fhes'the lltOn\"-. 
~"eft Pr~umptiOn~ tbt n~ ~~ier .S,a-~m·~i,~.;Cv~~ '(~r 
e ' &;he faturC'. be in.vented, tQacCOlQlt COl'the 9rigi.u 'Of: 
, ,the benevolent from the feUlfh AfFeftions, and red*e 
,all,the various Emotions of.'the lilUnan"lin<t'to apb.. 

'. fea 
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Of BIIIBvou.cr. :' ., 

f.a'Siaipticity and Uniformity. The care it not the 
fame in this species of Philofophy as in Phyfics. 
Many an HypotheflS in Nature, contrary to Drft Ap
~~. hIlS been found. on ,more ac:c:aratl Stnt. 
tiny,folid and fawfaaory. IDftanc:es 'of this KiIlCl 
are fo frequent, that a judicious, as well as wittyi'hi • 
.lofopher ~ has ventur'd to aBirm, if there be more 
than one Way, in which any PhznQmenon may lie 

, produc'd, that ~ere is l' gena:al Prefumption for its 
arUing from ~e: ,Caufes, w~ch are the leafl: Obvi011l 

and familiar. Bllt t4e Prefumption always lies on W: 
other Side,' in all Enquiries concerning the Origin of 
our PailiODB, and the internal Operations of the hu'! 
man Mind. The fimpleft and moil obviolll Caw., 
th3t can there be ,aftign'd for any Phznomenon, is 
probaQly the trUe one. When a Philofopher, in the . ' 

Explic\tion,ofhis Syftem, is oblig'd to have Recourfe 
to fom~ 'very intricate and refin'd ReJleaions, and to 
fuppofe them effi:ntial to the Produaion of any Pat· 
60n or Emotion, we have Reafon to be extremely on 
our Guard againft fo fa1laciou~ an Hypothefis. 1'h.e 
AfFeCtions are not fufceptible of any Impre1Jion from 
the Refinements of Reafon or Imagination; and 'tis· 
always found, that a vigorous Exertion of the latter 
Faculties, from the narrow Capacity of the human 

. Mind, dellroys all Energy and Aruvity in the former • 

• Maafi. F __ II. 
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.... SEe-TION 11. 
Our predomilWlt Motive or Intention iIi .. deed. 

-frcque~tJ1_ conceal'do- from OurfClves. - when it it 
-&Jed and confounded' with othcn, which the 
.Mind. fiom V IDfty 01' -self-conceit, ia defi'roa of 

loppofing of greater FolU and InBuencc: But there 
.i. no Inftancc, that a Concealment of this Nature 
-has ever arifen from the Abftioufenefs 'and .Intricacr 
-of the Motive. A. Man, who has loft a Friend and 
-Patron, may flatter himfelf,' that aU his Grief ariCes 
.nom generoas Sentiments, withOllt any MiXture 0( 

DarrOw 01' ~terefted Confidcrations: But a M~, who 
.crieves for a valuable Friend, .that needed JUs Patroll

.age and Protcaion; how can we Cnppofe, that his 
'pafiiQJlatcTendenu:fi arifes frOm rome .. etaphyical 
ltegards to a Self-intereft, which Us no Foundation 

.01' 1lcality 1 We may .. weUimagine. that minu~ 

Wheek and Springs, like thofe of a Watch, giile 

_Motion to a loaded Wagon. al account for the 
_ Origin of Pafion from fnch abftrafe RefleaiODl. 

ANIMALS are ["und fufctptiblc of Kindnefs, bott{ 

to their own Species and to ours ; nor is there. in
. this Cafe, the leaft Sufpicion of Difguife or Artifice. 

Shall we accoulit for all thnr SentimCllCl too, from 
rcfin'd DeduaioJls of Self-interei' Or if we ado-_ 
mit a difmterefted Benevolence in the inferior Species. 
boy what Rule of ADalogy can W~ rcfllfdtil1 the Su
rerior~ 

Loy-& 
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Lov I betwixt the Sexes begets a Com~lacency 

,and Good.will, nry diama: from th~ G~ficatiop. 
of an J\ppctite. TeDdernefs to their OiipriDso .. 
all WUibl~ Beings, is commonly able alone to, 

,CXNntt:rballance the ftrongeft Motives of Self-love, 
ud has no Manner of Dependance on Uat'Meaioa. 
What lntt:reftcan a fond Mothcs: have in View, who 
Iofes her Heahb by alliduous Attendance on her fide 
Child. and afterwards languUhes,and dies for Grief. 
when freed, by its Death. from the Slavery of that 

,Attend!IDCI' 

,,' Is Gratitude no Al'eaion of the 'hmnan Breaft, or is 
tllat aWord.lQereIy~ without anyMeaniBg or Reality1 

~Ve we DO COmplac:ency or Satisfaaion in Oft~ 
'Mail'S Company above another's, and ftC) Defire o£ 
.the Welfare of our Friend, evep tho' Abfence or ' 
,Death' thould prevent us from all Participation in it .f 
Or what is it commonly. that gives us any Pamd. 

'pbon in it, even while alive ad prefent, but 0111' 

.AI1:tliOD aDd Regard. to him l 

, TJJUZ aacl a thowdimd ot:laer Inlancesare Mark. 
of a generous Benevolence in haman Nature, where 
.DO ,.,al lntueA: binds us to the Objea. ADd how an 
, ;"gi • ." IBtcrcft. kaOWll uul a.ow~d for Cueb, caD 

'be dac ~ of JJl1, P.dion «Em.~a. ,~Aif. 
, ficult 
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-20 SECTION n. 
ficult to explain. No fatisfaflory Hypothal"u of this 

· Kind has yet been difcover'd; nor is there the (maUd: 
Probability. that the future Induftry of Men will ever 
be attended with more favo\JJ'abJe' Suecefs. . 

BUT fat1Au.i£ we coRfiderrightlrof tlud\fattet. 
we fhall find. that the Hypothefis. which allows of i 
clliinterefted Benevolence; diffinfl fioom Self-love-: has 
really more Simplicity in it. and is more conformable 
,to the Analogy ofNature,thanthatwhidlipR~s 
; to~efolve aU FrieJ\~PJlnd.lll'!lnailit¥ intot&isktttr 
Principle. There are, bodily Wants or.· Appetita, 
acknowledged by every one, which nece.ffarily pre- ' 
cede all fenfual Enjoyment, , and Carry . us . diri:aly to 

- ·feek PoJl"e1lion of. the Ohjea. ~us. Hunger and 
· Thirft have e~g 8Jl~ drinking for their Ead; and 
.from the Gratification of ~cfe· primary AppetiteJ 
· arifes a Pleafure. which may. become the' ObjeCl of 
another Specie. of Ddire or Inclination. that is fe-
· CODdary and interefted.. In the fame Manner. theje 
',are !'iental Pa1Jions, by .which we are' impell'~ 
immediatefy to feek. particular Obje&, fuch' as 
Fame or Power or Vengeance. without any Regard 
to Interei; and when thcife Objetu are attain'd. a 
pleafingEnjoyment emuCs. as the Confequence of oor 
indulg'd Affeaions. Nature muft, by th"c intcmal 

· 'Frame and Coilftitution of the Mind. give an origi

~ Propenfity to Fame, 'ere we ~ reap l\ft.y Pfeafure 
from 
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.000D .. avOLBNCB. • •• 

, ..... 111 it, or,..,me .it &om MotWes of Sell-10ft, and 
aDefireof Happin •• If I have no Vanity. ltake 
lIP ~~li.&~t i!l PraiCe: If I be void of Ambition, 
POWtf, giva DO Enjoyinent: If I be not angry, the 
P.JIDi1bment of aD AdverCary. is. totaJ.ly illdi&reD~ to 

•. ' ~ all thcfc Cafea. tkae is a;PdioD, whicla:, 
pQints ~y to ~the Objca, ... r CODIlt8te1 it: 
oar Geod r or Happine{s; as· there are other recon
daly PaSions, w~ afterwardsarife, and parfae it 
as a Pan of our ~appinef., when once it i, confti
tutecl {ach, by oUr original Aft"eaiODS. Were tJua-& 
no Appetitea of any,' Kind, antecedent to Self-love, 
that Propeofity could fcarce ever e.x:ert itfelf; . becaufe 
we ihould, in that Cafe, have 'felt few and flender 
Pains or Pleafurea, and have; little Mifel'] or Happi-

. . .' 1 • . 

nefs, to avC?id or to punue. " ". ' . 
. • ; _ . __ { . ~ ~ ,.'.. '" _ .. J.... . 

Now n~e -is tlie DiKtcutiy Orc:Jrlc:~vin~, ~ 
this:iaay -6keWife lJIflthe: Cak Witli:»enevolence a.d 
Fl'l~adnDp-~' aucr~ irOm'iJie-~tpramo( '*' 
Temper;'w'eb1.11yreel.'a ~ of~"tH.ppi" 
ndsor Good; w~,: by Means' of.that '~OD, 
becomc:ii ~ odt -oft 'GOOd, ardis' aflerwards 'pD'fued,' 
frOni1fie toitjJ,m td ltiotiftt of &nevOl~Ilc:e: and Self~ 
enjoy.t lWh&,Qe;' 'not: that Vengeanc:e. from 
the· F~rc:e alone of pam~ may be-(O eagerly Eur .. 
fued. as to mak!= us knowingly negle& every COaD-
ddaticm· of J!afe, Intereft. or Sucey; anli, like 

, .J fome 
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2~' ~ .E. C T ION n. 
(ome viacuaiYe Animals, infiUc our very SouII iat" 
. the ~UDds we pve an Enemy - r 'And what a ma
lignant PhiloCophy muft· it be, . that will not allow. to I 
HllftluUty ad FriencUhip. the r .. Pririleges. wllich 
are bMIif~ly putK to the dar1ter Pamo.of Ea. I 

aity . ucl Rd"tiatlhent f .sa.' a· J 'P.hilofophy is ' 
IPOrelike a satyr,. titan a trU~acion od~e
fcripti-, of Immat· Nature; &ad may be a good : 
PDundatitm for.paradoxical·WitandRailIery .. batis I 
.. ycry bad o~fi,r1Uiy ferioas Argumeat or Reu,n. 

~. 

P A AT II. 

I T lllay be efteem'd. perhaps, a fuperJluous Task I 

to prove. that the benevolent or fofter AJt'eaions I 

~~:v 1.B. T U 0 US; !lDd wherever ~y ap~, ' 
~ the. Efteem, Appr9~~ ~ Goocl-l!fill of 
~aJUsi~ _~c· Epitbets . .fo~.' ~'rI~ .... 
'!',tUII,-tllmifJ. grmfoJ.'.frinuIIJ. gllllTllU. -dicfllt, 
~e ~own in all Languap. and ~verfalbr expre{s 
the .h:ighefl Merit, whi~ k--N/II!#I is ~~.of 
~ainiDg: ';Vhe,re~~, ~abl~ Q...~.1iIl:C -at
tende~ with Birth ~: ~,!wer. ~4. aninent Abilities, 
and difplay themfelves in the good Government or 

•. AaimaI'.ise ill whiere poii,mt. V.ao • 
• PuuI alterillOCtlt# wi uecliacll.' •• ,.S,., .. of.ADJG' •. Dclrt. L. •• 

ufeful 
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. '!f hHtrYquwCE, .~ , 
DfcAll lnilruaion of Mankind, they Ceetn even t~ 
raife die PolfdlOl't of them above the RIUlk of h1l1film 
Nil/urI, ud approach- th,:m, in fome Meafure, to th~ 
Divine. Exalted'Capacity, uiKlaUDtcd Courage.. 
prof~~'&ceei Hilefe may. oal)' export' a ~ 
or Politician 'to the EnVy 'ad MalignitY of ,the Pub,. 
lie! ,.But. at· Coon as the Prail'ea ~.addecl 9t humane
and beneic:cnt ; when IDftl.nces .are, difpJ&y~ or 
Laity, Tend~fs, or Friend1bip; EbYy it4Clf is 
filent, or j9ins the general Yolee of ApplauCe ud· 
Aedatnation. ' 

. WH iWPlritllS, the great ..It_ian Stateflllab and 
General, was oil his Dea&.bed, his furrounding 
'Friends, deeming hUn now infenfi.ble, began to 

mdulge their Sorrow for their expiring Patron" by 
enumerating his great Q!alities and SuccdlCs; rus 
-Conquefts and. VJtlOries, "the anufwd Length of his 
AdminiftratiOD, and his baeTrophies, .ere&ect over: 
'tHe Ellemies or the·Repabtic. Yfllf/M'frt, criei tIar' 
aying . Hero; who bad heard- an, J«' fin'tl1 ""**11' 
.,min",' '.I ~ Prlliftl; 'Wink ,.. tlwIII fo "",& IJ1I ,,~ft 
4Zitu'gaJo' ~"l"; '1" iUlllirlr FfIf'hIItI W II printijJ 
Sbtv,. Y .. '""" IIOt J,fn'qI'i, tlMt .. Citi .. IHIs-""'", 

.Jet ~ M,""';lIg ,n ~ ..1&""", • .. 
~ Plut. iD Ptrldt. 

. IN 
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'4 SEC T ION U. 

IN Men of more ordinary Talents and Capacity. 
the foclal Virtues become, if poftible, ftilI.D\ore ef. 
~tiall, &lCqWntc; there being nothing eminent, ia 
tbat.Cafe, to compeof~.fordte;Wantof them. or 
pmCI'Yc the PcirfolittomoarfeVire4:Hurccl,:aa well 
~ CQQtctt.pt.. A. high 'Ambition; an dented Cog. 
rage is-apt. fa,. CiCfrq,' iit 'lefs perIea tharaacrs. tG 

degeMrate into a ~bulent Feiocity. The .more 
facial and fofter Virtues are there chiefty to be re. 
garded. Thefe arC always good and amiable •• _ . 

! TH I principal Advantage. which ,""lIIal dPco. 
vers in ~e .ex~ve Capa,pty of the ,human Species. 

is, that it I't:Ddcrs ~ lIenevolettcc alto more extcll
five, aIul sives us. l~r OpportuDitiea o( 'Preading 
oar !';~J?!J1y .~ce than ,w~~ are illdulg'd to the 
inferior ,C~~n, t·" It~ !.uft,; . ~ . '?eCC?nfeft; 
tP.N- by .~ ,P.qod pplYt.:~ _ Map. ,tnl1y~~joy the 
4dyantag«;S4f beiAg e~eat. , I:J.ia ~ .s~CiIllt 
of.itfelf. hgt' ~ ~~t ~ff$.hi~lO, T=peft.uul 
Thunder. His fole Prero~ve is to aford Shelter 

~ Infer¥>rs~ yr.~~: !~j,ore.: ~~f~.v~ ~cier. his (:over 
and p~ruon.. , ;', < \' .. ~', '; ... ~ . 

BVT I forget, that it is not my prefent Buftnefs to 

recommend Generofity and Benevolf\JI.CC. or. to paiac. 

.• Cic. c\c 08icii,. Lib. I. t Sat. n. 139, Ie fc4J. 
ia 
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Of BI!NBVOL£N'CB: ~) 

jo-their true Colours, all the genuine Charms df the 
b:ial Virtues. TheCe, indeed, fufliciendy engagr;. 

every.Heart,·on tAe firft Appr~henfion of them ; and 

'tis diflicu1t.to abftain from Come Sally of Panegyric, 

as aften as they eccur -in.Difcourfe or Reafoning. 
But our.ObjeB: I1ere being mOI'C'the fpecu1ative, than 
tbe.praaica1 Part.of Merals, 'twill fuflice to remark. 
what will readily, I believe, be allow'd, that no 

<t,.ualities are more entidcd to the general Good-win 
and Appiopation of Mankind, taan Beneficence 'and 

Hmnanity, .jrieJld1hip ··ana 'Gratitude, Natural At
feaion lII1d·Public Spirit, or whatever proceeds from 

a .tender ~ympathy with others, and a generous 

Concern for our·K.iad aad ~es. Tkefe, where

ever they appear, Ceem to transfufe themfc:,Ives, in a 
Manner. into' each Beholder, and to call forth, in 
tlicir own Behalf, the fame favourable and afFeaion

ate ~eDtt, wlUth ~ . exert on all around 

them. 

., A-R TIn. 

W 'E '~1 obfen.e. that, in chTplayingihe Praifes 
of any humane, beneficent Man, there is 

one .Cimumftance, which never fails to be amply in-
·ut1:cd Ollo lUi£. 'the .Happinefs-and Satisfaaion, ·de

i dv'd to Society from his Intercourfe and Good
I - C oflice~ 
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:t6 
-of!ice4- To his Pare~s, we arc a.pt,§;e fay, hE;§; eXlL.., 

dear.s himfeif~ by his pi~ua Attachment and dutc~ 
Care, flill more than by~e Connex;ions of Nature.. 

:His Children neVi:, frel hiSi\uthQrity, but when em. 

ploy'd fo, d~h' Advt§;§;'1tege, With him, thr Ties of 
Love arc: ccmfelidatc:d by B,,;nt'ficrnce end Friend-

. {hip. The Ties of l)inndihip afproacll, in a fOg;!. 

Obfervance of each oh1iging~e, to dt,,-{e :rf Lone 

nnd., Inclination. His .' D01Jltfti<;s and Dependants 
han:; in him a fure Re[ource ;, and no longer dread, 

!±:he PO::/e, of Fortnne, but fo fll!' a~ $he exercifesit 
nver him. Frnm him, Food. 
the naked Cloathing, ~ ~6nE;§;rant nnd flt;thful Skill 

and Indulby. Like the SUD, an infeoor Miniftu 

,of Providen~, he cheers, jnvigorates,~nd;{uftains 

the wEo'Z?ndi~g W<orld • 

. h r??nfn'dtz> ~ ,Sphere nf his Az>_ 
tivity is narrower, bIlt hikI is all benign 

,and gentle. If exalted into a higher Station, Man. 

,kind and Pofterity reap the ,Fruit of his Labours. 

As thkIfe TE;§;pikI? E;§;f PraiG: nkIver hi! to be em. 

~~:~~ ~; a.;i!r ~E;§;=~:, \:he~:t \:~e:c:n!:~;[~~ 
:that the UTI LIT Y, refulting from the facial 

liirtues, .fwms" at leail, a Part of 1heir lVIerit"and 

.is 



Of Bn.I!VOLEl'ICB; . ~ .. 

is 61lt Soarce of that Approbation and Regard fo uni .... 
vertally pay'd them l . 

W H.Nwe recommend even an Animal or Plant as 
rifeftd aad 1JI1"jicial, we give' it an Applaufe and Re-o' 
commendation fuited to its Nature. As on the 
odler Hand, Refleaion on the baneful Influence of 
$y of thefe inferior Beings always infpires 'us witli 

the Sentiments o( Averfion. The Eye is pleas'li 

with the Profpetl of Com-fields and loaded. Vine. 

yards; Hones grazing, and Flocks pafturing: But 
flies the View of Bryars and ,~amhles,aft"or4in, 

Shelter to Wolves and Serpents. 

A Machine, a Piece of Furniture, a Garment, a 
Houfe, well contriv'd for Ure and Conveniency, is 

Co far beautiful, and is contemplated with Pleafure 
and Approbation. An expericnc.'d, Eye is here fell
fible to many Excellencies, which cfcape Perfon'S 

ignorant and wWUbutled. 

C.-\l'I any Thing ilronger . be {aid in Praire of 'Q 

ProfeJlion. (uch as Merchandize or Manufatlory, 
than to obferve the Advantages, whiCh it procures 

to Society? And is not a Monk and Inquifitor en-: 

rag'd, when we treat his Rank aad Order as ufelcfs· 

.r perni~io.us ,to ~ankind. ~ 

Ca 

Digitized by Google 

, . 

~ 



~ S E -C T ION II. 

'TH E Hiftorian exults in difplaying the Bene6t 
:arifmg from his Labours. The Writer of Romances 
alleviates or denies-thebad Confequences.afcrib'd 

to his Manner of Compofition. 

IN general, what Praife is imply'd 'in :the'fimple 
i:pithet, ufeful! What Reproach in the contrary.! 

YOUR Gods, fays Cirers ., in' Oppofition to the 

~picureans, cannot juffiy ClaIm any Worfhip or Ado
ntion, with whatever imaginary- 'Petfeaions-you may 

4Uppofe them endow'd. They are tot&ny ufelefs and 

;inaClive. And even the ElJi/i_l. whom you fo 

much ridicule, never .confecrated any Animal but 
Cn Account of its .utili~y. 

TH E Sceptics a«ert t. tho' abfurdly. that the 
Odgin of all religious Worfuip was deR.~'d flOm tlle 

l!itility .of.inanimate ObjeCls, as the Sun and Moon. 

~ to the Support and Well-being of Mankind. This is 

alfo the common Reafon. afiign'd by Hiftorians. for 

the Deification of eminent Heroes .and LegifJators t. 

To plant a TJ;ee, .to cultivate a .Field. to beget 
Otildren; meritorious Atls, according to the Re
ligion of Z(l7YJajltr. 

• ,De NIt. Deor. Lib. r. :t Scat. EIPP. adnnUl Math. Lib.:'. 
• Dioti. Si~. ,pdial. 
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IN all Determinations of·Morality, thiS Circum'~ 
fiance of.public Utility is ever princip~n1Vf~ ;: 
and wherever Dif:eutes arife, whe~ in PhilowphJ' 
ar COmmon Life, concerning tHe Bound. G£ Dutr., 
the ~ftion cannot, by any Means, be decide~ 
with greater Certainty, than by af~rtaining, on any' 
Side, the true.. Interefts of Mankind. If any' falfe 
Opinion. embrac~d· frem Appearances, has beell 
found to prevail j. as foon as farther Experience, 
and.founder Reafoning have given us juller Notions 
of human Affairs j we retraa our ~rll Sentiments~ 

and adjull a-new th~ Boundaries of moral Good and 
Evil. 

ALMS fo Common Beggars is naturally prais'd.; 
. becaufe it feems to carry Relief to the diftrelf 

and indigent: But when we obferve the Encourage-· 
ment thence arifing to Idlenefs and Debauchery. we: 
regard that Species of CharitY. rather as a.. Weakne!. 
than a Virtue. 

tfyrllnnicidi or the MaBinatiOn 0(. Ufurpers an". 
oppreffive. Princes was highly prais'd in antient: 
Times; becaufe it both freed Mankind from manY" 
of thefe Monflers, and feell1'd to keep the others ia 
Awe, whom thePoinard orthePoifon could not read\. 
But Hillory and Experience having fmce convinc'~. 

" Cl' ~, 

.c. 
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'.LUXURY, or a Refinement on the Pleafures and 
COIl'lenic!l.ctes of Lif::, had long been fuppos'd'tne 
Source of every Corr~ption and 'Diforder in Go

Vernment, and the immediate Caufe of FaClion, 
Sedition, civil Wars, and the, total Lofs of Liberty. 
it was, therefure, univerfally regarded as a Vice, 
and was an Objea of Decl~mation to all Satyrifu 
.tiel -revere Morali1l:s~ Thore, who prove, or at
tempt to prove, that fuch Refinements rather tend to 

die Encreafe of Incluftry, Civility, and Arts, regu

'late a-n.:w our "Iora/ as well as p!,/itical Sentiments, 
anJ 

Digitized by Google 



I of BINEVbLEI(CE. 

and repreCent as laudable and innocent, what hacf. 
formerly been regarded as _pernicious aDd blame
able. 

UPON the Whole, thell, it Ceems und~niable, that' 
there is fuch a Sentiment ia human Nature as diC
interefted Benevolence; that nothing can beftow 
more Merit on any human Creature than the PoC
feillon of it in an eminent Degree; and that aPart, 
at leaft, of its Merit ariCes from its Tendency to 
promote the Interefts of our Species, and beftow 
HappineCs on human Society,. We carry our View 
into the falutary Confequences of fuch a Charaaer 
and Difpofition; and whatever has fo benign an In~ 
.Jluence, and forwards fo deCll'able uEnd is beheld 
with Complacency and Pleafure. Thefocial Vir
tues are never regarded without their beneficial. 
Tendencies, nor view'd as barren and unfruitful. 

The Happinefs of Mankind, the Order of Society,
the Harmony of Families, the mutual Support of 
Friends are always confider'd as the Refult of their: 

gende Dominion over the Breafts of Mell. 

_ How confulerable Il Part of their Merit we ought. 
to aCcribe to their Utility, will better appear' from. 
future Difquifitions * ; as well as the Reafon, why 
this CirculIlftance has fuch a Command over our. 
Efteem and Approbation. t 

• Sea. 3.01 anli 4th. 1: Sea.- 5th. 
C.t, SE.CTIObi' 
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rI~' H T JUBTlC'E- ir tuS~o,£city, 

cunfequend?,- that Purt of its Merit, at leafl:~ f\ 

snuft arife from -that -Confideration ; . 'twould.be a 

fuperfluou!t Undertaking: pruve. Tt,at publiu 
tktor fll;; Orlo,£in uf- anr,thrt Rt~ 

flecuuns the bez%uficial Confezs.uences of thi5 Vir-

tue are --the foli Foundation of its Merit; this Pro- '_ 
potition, . ?'-ring mm-e curit>us und will -

flettut deftrve uUf Exarninadun . ____ " ... ,,,.u 

LEa'.as fuirpore, _that Nature las hd1:ow'd hi,,,-

%lim Rat.; fc;h .hhund.irce tof externU 

t~:ontotnitxcies. that. withbutany Uncertainty in the 

Event, without any Care or Indufl:ry on our Part, 

~ffrl Indiviskal kinds himfelf fund 
.) whC!tevs;:;--_ 

r .~I 
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whatever hiJ mof!: voracious Appetites ClaD want, « 
luxurious Imagination wifu or defrre. His natural 

Boautr, we fhall fuppofe. mrpaffi:s all acquir"d Or· 
f!. - - • . . ___ _ _ _ . 

naments: The perpetual Clemency of the Seafons 

renders urelefs all Cloaths or Covering: The raw 

Herbage affords him the mof!: deliciollS Fare; the 
dear .t;oqi!,t;tin, ~~.ric!Wljleverag~ N()~la&jrious 
Occupation requir'd : No <Tillage : No Navigation. 
Mufic, Poetry, illld Contemplatiott: form his fole 

Bufinefs: Converfation, Mirth, and Friend1hip his 
!ole Amufement. 

IT fcems evident, that, -in fu~h a happy State, 

tvery other facial Virtue would flourifu, and receive 

Jt.C-#I flU ~ ~ a tenfold Encreafe ; . but the. cautious, jealous Virtue 
~ 'A~4 ' .. ~t.'IOf Juftice would never once have been -ireamt of; 
4 r(~,~' ·"F· h P r. ak P .. fGood i fM "M#/ .. "or w at urpole mea ambon 0 . s, where 
,.-1'. - every one -has already more than enough? Why 

give Rife to Property~ where there cannotpolJibly 

be any-Injury ~- Why call this Objefi mine, when; 

upon the Seizure of it by another, I need butfiretch 

put my Hand to polrefs myfelf of what is equally 

valuable_? jufiice, in that Cafe, being totally 

USE I. E S S, would be an idle Ceremonial~ and 

t:ould never pollibly have Place amongft. the Cata" 
logue of Virtues. 
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'WE fee, even in the prefent neceffitous Condition 
bf Mankind, that, wherever any Benefit is beftow'd 

by Nature in an unlimited Abundance, we leave it, 

always in common amon~ the -whole human Race" 

and make no Subdivifions of Right and Property., 

Water and Air,' tho' the moft nece1fary of allOb

jells, arc' not challeilg'd by Individuals; nor can 

anyone commit Inj~ce byth~ moft lavHh ure and. 

'Enjoyment of thefe Bldtngs. In fertile; extenfive' 

Countries, with few InhabItants, Land is regarded. 

. on the fame Footing. And no Topic is fo much in-

fifted on by thofe, who defend the Lib~rty of the" 

Seas, as the unexhaufted Ufe of them in' Navigation. 

~ere the Advantages, procur'd by Navigation, a": 
inexhauftible, thefe Reafoners never had had an)! 

Adverfaries to refute; nor had any Claims been ever 
advanc'd of. a feparate, exclufive..Dominion over the • 

Ocean. 

IT may happen iiI fome:Countries, at fomePe., 

nods, that there be eftablilh'd a Property in Water, 

Ilone in Lanlil * ;, if the latter be in greater Abun

clancethan can be us'd by the Inhabitants, and the. 

former be, found, with Difficulty, and in very'fmaIl.· 
, ~antities. 

~c;,.'.ft" elIap. ziii, and lxi. 

,C ~ 
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ACAIN j fuppofe. that, tho' \he: Neceffities ofhlr

man Race. continue the fame as at-prefent; yet the 
Mind is f~ enlarg'd, and, fo' replete with Friendfhip 

andGenerofity, that every Manhas the..utmofl Ten.

dernefs folr every Man, and feels 80 more.-Coneern 

for his own Intereft than fQf that of-his-Fellow.: k 
feems evident, that. the. USE .of Juftia: w.ould,. ill 

.this Cafe, be.fufpended by fuch an .extenliv.e Bene. 

valence, nor would the Divifians and Barriers of 
Property and Obligation have _ever been thoug~t of. 

Why fhould I bind another, by a Deed or Promik,. 

. to do me any Good-office,. when I know he is be. 

fore-hand prompted, by the. ftrongeft· Inclination,. 

to feek my Happinefs, and woufd~ of Jiimfelf,·~r. 

form the.defu'd·ServiCej except the HUrt, lie there. 

by receiYes, be greater tlianthe Benefit accruing ~o. 

me: In which Cafe, he knows, that, from ~y in. 
nate Humanity and Friend1hip; r' ilibultf'be tlie fiiII: 
to oppofe myfc1f to his imprudent Generonty? 

Why raife Land-marks betwixt my Neighbour'S 

Field and. mine, when my Heart has made..no Divi-

·£on betwixt our Intere.fts; but flw-es all-his Joy~ aDd 

Sorrows with equal Force and Vivacity as if origj

nally my own rEvery Man,.. upon this SuppofitiOJl, 

being a Second-felf to. another, would tuft. allhis 

Ir,tereils to. the Difcretfun of every Man, without 

Jealoufy, without PartitiOn, wrutout DHtintlion. 

And 
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A...r thc':"I\'liolC Race_ of Mankind: would form only 
one...Family ~: where all I., ill comma; aad' waa 
as'd. freely, without Regard to Property; but cau
tioufly too, with as entire Regard to the Neceftities 
of eacl1 Individual; asj£;our own Intefefts were mot 
iiltimatdy··concem'd. 

. IN the prefent Difpofitioll. of. the human .Heart. 
'twould, perhap'" be. difficult to find.compleat In.. 
ilances of futh eDIarg'~ Aifeaions ;. but.fti1l we may 
obferve. that the Cafe of Families approuhes. to

wardS it J and the ftronger is the.mutual Benevolence 
amongd the Ind.i.viduals. the nearer it.approaches; 

till all Diftinaioa o£ P,ropertY. be. in. a great; 

Meafure; loft and confounded amon&fl them. Be
twixt marry'd Perfons, the. Cement of Friend-

. Jhip is by· the· Laws fuppos'd fo thong as to 

a~lilh all Divwon'ofPoifeftions; and has often. 
in Reality. the Fosee afcribed to it. And 'tis 
obfervable, tha.t, during the. Ardour. of new En
thuftafms, where every· Principle is bUlam'd into 
Bxtravagance, the Community of Goods has fre
quently. been attempted; and nothing but Experience 
of its Inconveniencies, from the returning or dif
ZUis'd. Sdfifunefs of Men. co"ud make the imprudent 

. Fanatics adopt a-new the Ideas of J uftice and of fe
parate Property. So true is it. that that Virtue de

riNC8 
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'rives its Exiftence altdgether from its necelfary Ufo ~ 
the In~courfe and sOciety of Mankind. , 

To make this Truth more evident, let us rever£'e. 
the foregoing Suppofitions; and carrying every 
Thing to the oppofite Extreme,. confider what would 
be the EfFea ,of thefe new Situations. Sappofe a. 
Society to frill into fucA'Want of, ali cOmmon Ne~ 
te1ra.ries, that the utmoft Frugality and Indufuy can
Dot preferve the greateft. Number from perilhing" 
and the whole from, extremeSuH'erance: It will 
readily, I believe, be admitted, that t~e ftriCl Laws· 
of Juftice ar~ fufpended,.in futh a preamg Emer
gence, and give ~lace to the ftronger Monves of. 
Necefiity and Se1f~prefervation..Is it any Crilne,. 
after a Shipwreck,.. to feize whatever Means or ,In... 

ftrument of Safety one. can lay hold of, without Re
gardto former Limitations of Property 1 or it &' 

City befieg'd were· ftarving with Hunger; can we. 
imagine, that. Men will fee any Means of. Life be
fore them, and perUh, from a fcrupulous Regard to>< 

what, in, other Situations, would be, the RUles of: 
Equity and luftice? The. USE and'I:ENDENCY 
of that Virtue is to pnx:ure Happinefs and Security,. 
by preferving' Order in Society: But where the So
£iety is ready to perilh from extreme,Neceffity, no' 
greater Evil can be dreaded from Violence.and In,. 
i wHee. and.everr. Man may now provide for himfelf~ 

PX 
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"'an Means, which Prudence can·:dia.te,·,or Hu
manity permit. The Public; even in lefs urgent Ne

ceffities, open Granaries, without the Conferit or 

Proprietors; as juroy fuppofmg; that the Authority 

of Magiftracy may, conflftent with Equity, extend 
£0 far: But were any Number of Men to· airemble, 

without the Tye of Laws or civil JurifdUlion; 
woUld an equal parptiOD. of Bre3.d in a Famint, 
even without the Proprietor's CQnfen~ be regarded 
.. criminal or injurious ? . 

> 
SUPPOSE alfo; that it fhould be a virtuous Man's 

Fate to fall into the Society of Ruffians, remote 
from the Proteaion of Laws and Government;. 
what Condufi muft he embr,!lCe in that melancholy 
Situation 1 He fees fucb a def~erate Rapacioufnefs 
prevail; fucb. a Difregard to Equity, fuc.h Contempt 
~f Order, fuch. ftupid Blindnefs to future Confe
qu,ences, as muft iliunedia,C/::ty have the moft tragical 
Conclufion, and muft terminate in DeftruCtion to 

the greater Number, and. in. a total Dilfolution of 
Society to the. reft. .He, mean while, can have no 
Qther Expedient" than to arm himfelf, to whom
~yer the. ~wor~ J.te. feizes. o! th.e lIuclder may be
IOng: Make Promonaf all Means of Defence and 
Security: And his particular Regard to· Juftice. being 
.po)~ger of USE to his own Safety or that or 
ethers,.. he muft confult alone the Di&tes of Self. 

! I ~ ~fervatio.nJ 
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prefervation. without! Concem for thok,. who, nG 
longer :merit-hiS. Care and. Attentioll~ 

WHEN.any-Man, even. in political Society, renders. 
himfelf. by his Crimes, obnoxious to the Public, het. 
is ~'d by the Laws in his Goods and Perfon ;.. 
that is,. the ordinary Rules of Juftice are,. with Re
pd to him, fuf~ndcd for a Moment; and it be
comes equitable to infJitl on him .. for the Bintfit" oE 
Society, what,. otherwiTe, he could-Dot 'fiUFerwitli"~ 
out Wrong or Injury. . 

TIlE RaKC and Violence of public War;. what 
is. it but a Sufpenfion -of l~dliCe amongft ·the warring 
Parties, who pp-ccive, that that Virtue is DOW nO . 
lanKer of any. Ufo 'or .Athiantag~ to them? The Laws 
of War, which then fucceeato tho{cfofEquity and. 
Juftice, are Rules calculated fer the .Aavantagl and 

, Utility of that p~cular State, iJl which'Men are DOW' 

placId;' Ahd were a civiliz'd Nation -engag"awitll 
B"arbarians, who' ob{erv'd -no' Rules even of War -; 
the fc5rmer muft" alfo . {u{pend· their Obfervance of 

them, where' they no longer ferve to any Pw-pofe ;
and muft render every Aaion or Rencounter as 
llioody and"pernicious If' poBibl~ to·thc firft Ag::
crefi'ors. 
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rirdy on the ptrtkular State Cozkicion, 
which Men. are plac'd, and owe their Originaud 
Lxm:enCt thtt~ T I I T which I"s::fults 
the Publit: from their ftritl and regular Obfervance. 

any ctti£iaerablt Circrxsf!:ancc? the CXAl? 
hidon of Men: Proouce extreme AblUldance. or 
extreme Neceffity; Implant, in the human Breafl 

Mtsderatire end Alr 

cioufnefs. and Malice: By rendering Juilice totallY' 
ynn therrbd deilmd its E£ikullI, 

fufpend its Obligation upon Mankind. 

THE CAlmmon ditAlatiAlAl Alf is Medbli 
amidil all thefe Extremes. Weare naturally par-

to OlIrfelves? ard to Alar Frlal1?:ls ;. are 

pable of rearning the Advantage, refulting from a 
ConflIfl:. FlIW EnjGhynents Gte 

us from the open and liberal Hand of Nature; but 
1)h Art, Libour, indlnduilry,. we 'can extratl them 

great Aounhanee. dEduce Idees of PcC?? 

perty become necetfary in all civil Society: Hence 
ds;;rines its l}feful:rsefs to the Ps:hlie: AXlsl 

hence alone arjfes~ its Merit. and moral Obligation. 

THESE kondullons are fo netnsal awl nbvions. 

that thed have not efcap'd even the Poets, in their 
Defer r 
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Defcriptions of the Felicity, ~ttending the Golden 
Age ot. the Reign of Saturn, 'The Seafons, i~ that 
firft Period of Nature, were fo temperaie, if we 
credit thefe agreeable FicHons, . that there w~s ~o 
Neceffity forMen to provide themfelves ~itliCloaths 
and Houfes, as a Security againft the Violence -of 
Heat and Cold: The Rivers flow'd with Wine and 

Milk: The Oaks yielded Honey; and Nature 
fpontaneoufly produc'd her greate!l:Delicacies. Nor 

were thefe the chief Advantages of that happy Age. 
The Storms and Tempefts were not alon~ remov'd 
from Nature; but thofe more furious Tempefts were 

unknown to human Breafts, which now caufe fuch 

Uproar, and engender fuch Confufion. Avarice" 
Ambition, Cruelty, SeUifhnefs were never heard of: 

Cordial Mection, Compallion, Sympathy we~~ the 
only Movements, with which the Mind was yet ac

quainted. Even the pun~lious Diftinctiono,f Mine. 

and 'Thl1U was banifh'd from amongll: thath,appy 
Race of Mortals, and carry'd with it the very No. 

tion of Property and Obligation. Juftice and In~ 

juftice. 

THIS poetiealFiction of the Golden Age is,' in-, fome 

Refpefu. of a Piece with the philoftphiett/ Fiction, 

of the State of Nature; only that ,the former is re~ 
prefented as the moll: charming arid moftpeaceable. 
Condition. that can pollibly beimagin'd; whereas the 

latter 
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latter is pointed out as a State of mutuAl War and 
Violence.alitended with the moft extreme NeceRity. 

Qnthe firft Origin of Mankind, as we are told, their 
Ignorance and favage Nature were fo prevalent, 

thAt they could give no mutual Truft, but muft each 

depend upon himfelf, and his own Force or Cunning 
fatProteaion and Security. No Law was heard of: 
No Rule of Juftice known: No Diftinaion of Pro
perty regarded: Power was the only Meafure of 
Right; and a perpetual War of All againft All was 
the Refult of their untam'd SeInfimefs and Barba,. 
rity ., 

"WHiTHI& 

• Tbil Fillion of a State ot Nature, '81 I Stlte ot Wlr, 
"'Dot 6rt /tarted by Mr. H.M". I' iI commonly imaIPo'd. PI.,. 
endeavonn to rrfnte an Hypothefia vuylike it io the ad, 3d and 
4th Books de Republica. Cl,er., 00 the cODtrary, {uppo(ts it 
eertsin Ind univerfa,lIy acknowledged 10 the following belutifal 
PWlage, which iI the only Authority I /hall cite fur thefe Rea{oo. 
mgt I Not imitatiog in Ihi. the Example of Plljfo,,,ltJrf, DOr neD 
that of Gr.till', who think • Vetfe from 0",i4 or Plalllll. or P •• 

fnnilU • ~e1fary Warunt fOr nery mord TlIItb j 01 the Exim. 
p!e of M~~ WooIajI.", who hu conllaot Recourfe to H,lrt'{IJ and 
bahi, Anthon for the fame Purpo!e. ~I m;,. "'dlr~, jlld;"., 
ig"orJII, itll _,"a.. rtr11f8 tllliOe, "t 'fUda.. '''''/'0'' hotIIinel, 
n.tulzna "'f'" flllt"rali, '''f'l' ,i",ili jllre defoript., fuji ItT aKro •• 
De tfifperji'llllKllrmtllr, ta,,'-f'" 11",,",111 f"tltlt- ",./1" lIe'll;,i. 
Iu, Ifr ,,, •• , wI"",a, .111 wi",.. II1II reti,,", ,.t";.Jfi.t' 
il.!ti igi,. prilllj ",irt." f!:f _fili'lr"ft."ti tXli",."t, ii perf"ao 
gt",,, hllmiltUI tlMjlitlltil at"" i"pi. Ji.ffiIlllDl. "/111111 i.I __ 

'.",",<1"",'. eoff'" III f"it.tc iI/iii ad jllftitiam fI& ",."!lIttrtdi'lt .. 
. ' . , Ir·"f-_""', 
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WHETHER. fuch a' COndition of haman'Nature" 

could ever exift, odf it'did, could contin\re'fo ,long 

as to merit the Appellation of a Stille, may juftly be 
doubted.. Mel!. are neceffarily born in a Family~ 
fociety, at leaft; and are train'd up by their Parents 
to fome Rule of Condua and Behaviour. But thi:. 

muff: be admitted, that if fuch. a State. of mutual 

War and Violence was e.ver reah the SufpeIifion of 

all Laws of Juftice, from their abfolute Inutility, is 

a. necefi'ary and infallible Coefequenee. 

THE more we vary our Views of" human Li&". 
and the newer and more unufual the Lights are, in 
which we farvey it, the more {hall we be convinc'd, 

that the Origin here aJl'lgA'd for the ViItue of. JIloffiCCi 
is real and' fatisfaaory. 

WEllE there a Species o£C,eaturea, intermingled 

with'Men, which, tho'rational, were poff'eft of fuch 

tr.,,/dtuunmr. <J'tllllrtUtn_lUItIII",i!itilltlll, 'I"IU I"MeaI ,p-
1'1Iam." t"", torflll/littth· bo",;tflnllj ,III ptJjIta ti~italn flOItIi"at,. 
I""', t_ d""it;li. to"';."s., ftlll' ",1ft. dita_" i"",,,,. f!I t/i. 
91;tIf) f!I bUl/latlO jllre, _i6,u I<p/m,,", At,. i",,,,""'t "';t_; 

,,,,,o/it_ btlma"ilaU, (sf ilia" imma"tIII, "ibi! tllflll1lt""jt'Jllll_ 
JUS .'p' V IS, Bw"",,,,,. 11# lIfIirtlll., altlI'D ejllII',,_; 
Yr • .".1"",11, Utli"",;, J.. ",.I,.t "'uffi -fI, ;4.;1, j.tliti •• 
piill, fll/ll/I j'" t,.ti"".,.. Judici. tli};liClllt, IIlIt 811114 f •• ·r, 
wiJ. dmil/tIII' nec!lfe e1!' Htl, vide", ,..", Pro Scxt. I. 41. 

.. inferior. 
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Wtrior bo,h of Body and Mind, ~hat 

they we,,, incah"ble "f. all RefUl:"nce, ;slid cnnld 

Rever, upon . the high.eft Provocation, make us feel 

theJ~fre~",,,,f their. R;st"hntmerlr; the nece£Jery 

fequence, J: .think, 'is, .that,we 1bould be bound, by 

dte ;st"awll of tn giv.e Ufagnro 

thefe Creatures, but fuould not, properly fpeaking, 
lie -nnde,' !mY Rclb:&intof Juftice with to 

them, 'nor couldther poKefs any Right or Property. 

enRfive fuM arbiRer.y ;st"nnds. Inrercnuefe 

with them could 'not be-call'a SoCiety, whiclt fup-
a Dr'hree Equrhty ; ahfRute ;st"ntru:lLend 

on the one Side, and fervile Obedience on the other. 

Whutever Re' ct£net, mlll1 infteedy reflgn: Rer 

Pennimon is the onlh Tenure, bh which they hold 
their Po£heEhons : Our ;st"omp'ildon end IGndnefs 
onlh Check, bh which thed curb our lawlefs Will : 
And as nn Inconnenie12no eeer refn!rr from the ;st"x

ercifr of Powrr, fn firmlyeftablifu'd Narrre, 

the ReftrdiDts&f Juftice and PiOperty, being totally 

fljifr\s, wurSd nenrr mn"e 'Pla?;;r, ·in uneqnn1 a C?;;ll

fetleracy. 

THIS IS'1'lainly the Situation of Men with regard. 
to Rnim:s51; ho", har rthtle muy bextiid to 

fcfs Reafon, I leave it to others to determine. The 

vurt Slldll1'iorihu of Cviliz 'h Eur.lfhuQII~ ubov.e 

.haIous ImJimll, .tempted us to iJmlginc,ourfelves .Oll 

tbe 
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the (ame Footing with regald to them. and uWle as 
throw off all Reftraints of· Juftice. and even of Hu. 
manity, in our Treatment of them •. In lDfUly Na
tions. the female' Sex' 8ft. reduc'd to like· Slaftry • 

. and arerender'd incapable of all Property, in Op-. 
pofttion to their lordly Mafters .. But tho'the Males ... 
when united, have. ia· an· COlIDtries. bru.te Force. 
fdicleat to maintain this fevere Tyranny ; yet. fuclt . 
;,.re the Inftnuatian. Addre{s. and Charms of their 
fair Companions, that they are commonly ~ble to 
break tlteCanfederacy. and ~ with the fuperior. 
Sex in. all ~ Rights aQ.dPrivileges of Society • 

. WERE the human Species fa fram'd.by Nature aar 
that each Individaal po«eft within 'himfelf ~very 
Faculty, requmte both for his own Prefervation and 
for the Propagation of his Kind : . Were all Society 
and Intercourfe cut oJF betwixt Man and Man, by the 
primary Intention of dle:fupreme Creator: It feems 
evident, that fo folitary a.Beiag would be as much, 
incapable of Juftic:e.. as ¢ facial Difcourfe and .. 
Converfation. Where mlltUal Regards and For
bearance ferve no Manner of Purpofe. they would 
never direB: the Condua of· any reafonable Man. 
The headlong Courfe of the Pa1ions would be 
check'd by no Refleaionon future Confequences •. 
And·as each Man is here fuppos'd to love himfelf 
aIGDe. and te depend ~y on himfelf and his own.: . 

ACtivity 
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Aaivity for Safety and Happinefs, he would, o~ 
every Occaiion, to the utmoft of his Power, chal. 
lenge the Preferen~e above every other Being, to 

whom. he. is not bound by any Tics, eitherofNatu\l 
or of In~reft.· J.. 

, lhlT ruppore the Conjunaion of the Sexes to be 
eftab1"t1b:"d i~ Nature, a Fami~ immediately arU"es ; 
arid particular Rules being found requiUte for its 
Subflftanc:e, 'there are immediately embrac'd; tho' . 

without comprehending the reft of Mankind within 

their PrefenptionsL SupjlOfe, ,that f~veral Famili~ . . . . 
tfnite together into one Society, which is totally dieT 
join'd from all others, the Rules, which prefervc 
Pe~e and Order, enlarge themfelves to the utmofl 

• ',' , •• ' '.: "I' 't •• "' 

Extent of that S~ciety ; but, being entirely ufelefs~ 
lofe their Force when carry'd one S~p farther. But 

~gain ruppor~,. that feVeral diflina Societies main. 
tain a Kina Of Entercourfe fOr mutual Convenience 
an~ Advantagi:, the Boundaries.of Jllftice ftill grow 
largerandll/J'ger,hi Pr~po~~ ~ th~ LargeACfs of 
Men'sVi~s,. and the Force of their mutual Con-

ne,rlons. : Hiftory" EXJlCrie~J' Reafon fufliciendy 
inflrutl us. in thi4 natural Prosre& of human Senti • 
.menp, ~d th~ Sradu~ Encreafe of our Regards ~ 
Property and Juflic,e in Proportion as we become 

.acciuainted with,the ~ve UtililJ of that Virtue. 

.. ' 

PAR'r • 
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PAR T II. 

I F we examine all parti(llkzr Laws, by whic"h 
Juftice is direlled, and Property determin'd ; we 

fhall iliUbe with the fama Caada£len. 
The oooa of Marikind IS the only Objea of all 
theem; 'Lm;ws am;L Regulm;t2tns. Nat 'tis .reqaLlte. 

for the 'Peace and Intereft of Society, that Men's 
Pafi"m;Nans ft,m;~lld bm; the dules .. 
whkL me faHam in Sepm;rm;4:ion, fucla 

as cu beft be c:ontriv'd to ferve farther the Interdb 
of 

W m; Thall that Creamr~, or 
Reafon, bllt unacquainted with human Nature, de

liberates with himfe1f what R U L E S of J uftire or 
Y1'n1f'1f"1f'''1f' waal,f beLqromaLA publir lnterdt, and 

eilablilh Peace -andSCc:urity amongft Mankind: 
His mail oLrtousThtught mauld to the 
largeft Pofi"effions to the moft ext.enfive Virtne, ud 
givm; raery the l'amer Loing Tood, qrnpor
tiea;L to hi:; ftdinaHta. It perfehi -Theocracy. 

where a Being, infinitely intelligent, goY-ems by par. 
tic:uilir VaHLaas, thy:! Rula moUld m;m;rtainzh have 

Place, and might fer.vethe wtfeft Purpofes: Bllt 
w~rm; ftankinh to cxrnate fum;L a Lm;m (fa qttat it 

\he U~eJ:taino/ of Merit, both fl'Qlll its natural Ob. 

fcurity:! 
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brity. ad from the Self-conceit of each lndivi. 
daal) that no determinate Rule .of Condutl wo .. 4 
ever refult from it; and the total DHrolution of So
ciety muft be the immediate Confequence. Fanallia 
may fuppofe, tNt Dlllliniflll if fotmtk" i. G,,,",and 
that 8';.tl tJtnu inhmt the Earth J but the civil 
Magiftrate very j\lftly puts tlt.efe fublime Theori& 
on the fame Footing with common Rob~rs.and 
teaches thept. by the fevereft Difcipline, that a Rule. . 
which, in Speculation. may feeiR the moft advanta
geous to Society. may yet be fouad, iA Practice, to. 

~y pernicioUs and deftrucuve. 

THA T there were rt/igilJUI Fanatics of this kmcl in 
E"g""''', during the civil Wars. we learn from. 
Hiftory; tho' 'tis probable, that the obvious Tm
imcy of theCe Principles excited fuch HOlrour ·i. 
Mankinc1. as foon oblig'd the dangerous Enthufiafts 
torenounce, or at leaft conceal their Tenets. Per
haps. the 1IwIIerl, who daim'd an equal Diftribu
tion 'of Property .. were a Kind of po/idem Fanatics, 
whlch aroCe from the religious Species, and mote 
openly avow'd their Pretenfions, as canying a more 
platUible Appearance, of belag praaicable. as well 

as ufeful tG human Societ;y. 

I" muft, iDlleed, be coDfd. that N.,tc.re is fa 
liberal to Mankind, that were all her PrefODts equally 

1) clivided 

Digitized by Google 



SEC T 10 N III. 

,divided amoftgft the Species, and· improv'd by Art 
and Induftry, ~vcry I~divjdual would enjoy all the 
Necefi"aries, and even moil: of the Comforts of Life ; 

.or would ever be liable to any IUs, but futh as 

might accidentally arife from the fickly Frame and 
Conftitution of -his Bt>dy. It ~uft alfo be confeft, 

-that, wherever we depart from this Equality, we 
rob the Poor of more Satisra8:ion than we add to 

,the Rich, and that the fiighiGratifi:cation of a fri· 
volous Vanity, in one Iftdividual, frequently cofts : 

.more than Bread t" many Families, and even Pro. 
1Onces. It may.appear withal, that the Rule of 

Equality, as it would be highly 'ife/III, is not ahoge. 
·ther i1llprtlEli~aUe; but has taken Place, at leaft, in 

an imperfea Degree, in fame Republics; partieu. 

"larly, that of Sparta; where it was attended, as 'tis 

{aid, with the moll beneficial Confequences. Not 

to mention, that the' Agraritlll Laws, fo frequently 

.claim'd in RGtne, and carry'd to Execution in many 

Greek Cities, proceedecJ., ~l of them, from a general 

Idea of the Utility of this Principle~ 

But Hiftorians, aftd even common Senfe, may in. 
form us, that, however fpecious thefe Ideas of Pel'. 
feO Equality may feern, they are really, at the Bot. 
tom, impraOirable; and were they not fo, would be 
extremely perllu;'111 to human Society.' RClKier the 
fDrefiioas 0.£ Men ever{o equal, their diJferent De. 

grees 
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greet of Art, Care, and Induftry will immediately 

break that Bquality. Or if you check thefe Virtues, 
you reduce Society to the extremeft Indigence; and 
iDftead of prareating Want and Beggary ia a few. 
rtoder it unavoidable to the whole C~ty.' 
The JROiI: cigcu-oas I~n too, i. requUite tcJ 

watch evety Ineq~ty on jts firiI; Appeatance; and. 

tlle moft fevere J~awn, tG puni1h and rcdr.efs it. 
llllt lM!flles, th&t fo much AIlUority .uft foon de
generate iJlto TYI'JlI}ny, a~ :be exerted~itJl great 
lartiallties; who can poffibly be po1feft of it, in 
fuch a Situation a'S is here fuppos'd 1 Perrett E'lua

lity of Po1feBions, deftroying all SubordiDation. 

weakens extremely the Authority of M~giftracy, ad., 

muft reduce all Power nearly to a Level, as well at 

Property. 

WE may conclude, therefore, ~t, in orde~ tcJ 

eftablith Laws for the Regulation of Property, we 

mull qe ac'luainted with the Nature and SituatioD 
of Man, mull rejeEl: AppcaralKes, which may be 

falfe, tko' fpecioui, and mull: f~~ fQr th~ Rules,. 

which are, on the whole, mot1: tf"efol 8.Ild /JpteJldJ. 
Vulgar Senfe and flight Experience aTe fofficient for 

this. P~fe ;- wbet:e Men give not way ~ too IcUith 

Avidit)', or too exteafive Enthufudin. 

WHO 
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-WHO fees not, for Inflance, that whateveds plO

.Guc'd or imp~'d by a Man's Art or Induftryo~ght, 

for ever, to be fm'd to him, in order to give,En

>couragement to fuch IIj'tj'tI/ Habits and Accomplifh

~ent$ 1 That the Property ought alfo to defcend to 

Children and Relationa, for the fame tt./':fol Purpofe? 
That it may be alienated by Coment. ~: order.to .be
get that Commerce. and -Intercoorfe; which is fo iJI.. 

"tjicial to human Society? And that all Contraas I 

. .and Promifes ought carefully to be fulfill'd, . in order I 

·to . fecure -mutual Truif and Confidence, by which 

;the general Intertfl of Mankind is fo 'much pro
Jnoted) 

"EXAMINB the Writers on the Laws of Nature; 

:and you will always find, that, whatever Principles 

,lhey.fet out with, they are fore to terminate here at 
}aft, aad to affigt'1, as the ultimate Reafon for every I 

. Aule they eftablilh.· the Convenience and. N ecefiities I 

.of Mankind. A COJlcefiion thus extorted, in Op_ 

.pofiPonto Syftems, has'more Authority, than if it 
,had been _de, in Prefecution of them. 

WHAT other Reafon, indeed, could Writers ever 

give, why this muft be min, and thatYllllrs ; fmce 
uninftrutled Nature, furely, never made any fueh 

Diftinaionl Thefe Obje& are, of dlemfelves, 
{oreiN' 
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JOreign to 'US; they are totally disjoin'd and feparatc;; 

and'nothing but th~ general Illterefts of Society CaD" 

(arm the- ConneaioJr. 

SOMaTUnS,. the Interefts of'SOl:iety may require' 
a .R.ule of·luiice in a partillUlar Cafe; bitt may" not : 

determiDe oy p,utkular Rule, amongft fev~. 

which ate alI equally' ~enefi.ciaL In that C~, the ~ 

flighteft ~ AIIaltig;,s are laid hold or, in order to pre-.

vent that IfuUlference and Ambiguity.. wU:n would. 

be the Source of perpetual <l!!arrels and DHrentions~ 
Thus Pofi"effion alone, and ficll:Poffi:lliOR, is fuppos'/l 

tfO convey Property, where no-body· elf'L has any.' 

precedent Claim and Pretenfion. Many of lht 

Reafo~gs of Lawyers are of' this analogical Na- ' 
tare, . aad depend, oil-veri llight.cGanexions .of.. ·the: . 
Imagination. 

Is it ever ferupled; in extraordiiiary CafeS, to vio~ 

late all Regard to the priVate Property of Individuals, 

and fac:rifice to public Intereft a Diffiriaion, which 

had been, eftabllih'd for the Sake of that Intereft ? 

The .Safety oHhePeoplc is the flipreme.Law: All. 
othCl: particular Laws are fu~ordinatc to it, and de- . 

pendant 011 it: And if; in the (ommo1l Courfe of 

Thill~. they be followed and regarded; ·ti~ only 

\)ecau(e the public Sjlfety and Intereft. (OllllllQllly de~. 

mand fG equal ud impartial·an Ad.uu1Utlration. 

D 3 
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SOMETIMES bothUtil;~ and.Analog,. f1ll1, and leave 

the Laws of Juftice ill total Uncertainty. Thus, 
'tis highly requifite, that Prefcription or long Pof. 
femon: fhould eonveyProperty; but what Number 
of Days or Months or Years fJlould be fuffieieftt for 
that Purpofe, 'tis impoffible for Reafon alone to de. 

termine. C;'vil La'U"s here fupply the Place of the 

natural Code. and affigri different Terms for Prefcrip
tion, according to the different Utilities, propos'd 

by the Legifiator. Bills of Exchange and promia"ory 
Notes, by the Laws of moft Countries, prefcribe 

Cooner than Eondsand Mortgages. and CORtratls " 

a more for~ N~. 

IN geBeral we may obferve, that all Qgeiions ef 
Property are fubordinate to the Authority of civil 
Laws~ which extend, refi:rain, lllodify, and alter 

the Rules of natural" JlliUce, according to the pir
ticular Con.vttlienu (jf each Community. The Laws 

have, or ought to have, "a conftant Reference to the 
ConftitutiOn of Government, the Manners, the Cli
mate, the Religion, the Commerce, the Situation of 

each Sotiety. A .late Author of veat Genias, as 
well as extenuve Learning, has profecuted this Sub. 

jetl at large, and has eftablilh'd, from thefe Prin. 

ciples, the heft Sy&:m of political Knowledge~ that, 
perhaps, 
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perhaps, has. ever yet been commlUlicated to the 
World •• 

• WHAi 

,. The Author of L'EJprit tUJ Loix. This i1JuftriOllI Wliter •. 
~, (m OIIt widt a tlif&rent Theory, .Il0l (uppofes all RiCht' 
to lie foucl4d 011 certaia Rap~rU or Re)Qtlona ;-~d1 ii.a S'Jft4ur, 
t'-Jf, in m, Opinim, never will reconcile with true Philofophy. 
F.lther Maltb,a",be, IS far as I can learn, was the fidl, that ftarte<1" 
this abftrKl: Theory of Mer.ls, which ·was afterwards adopted by 
Or. CItu~, 1114 others; and 31 it txdllclet all ~ntimeD.t, aDd pre .. 
teDde to found cur, Thil'C on ReaJ'on, it Iw not wanted FollOWell 
in this philofophic Ate. Sec EjJay I. and AlIt"dix I. With "card 
to Juftice, 'the Virtue here treated of, tht Inference lIIainft tbis 
~heorJ (een IhCId I11III coac1ulive. Property is .IIQW'd to be .... 
peod.1nt on civil L1Wi :' Civil Laws are allow'd to have no Objea: 
but tbe Intereflof Society: Tbis therefore mull be all~w'd to be 
abc fo~ Foupdatioo of Property and Joftice. Not to mcnl~ that

ear 0Wipd.a itfelf to obey the ~siftrate II1II his La,rl is folUldocl 

,-IIOIIIUa" abc Jntcrdllof SocidJ. 

If the Ideas of Joftiee, (ometimee, do Itot follow tbe Difpoliti
... 01 civil Law; we /hall lind, that thefe c.rs,iaftead of Ob
,t.aionI. are CoaIirmatiOIIt iii ebe Thearr deliv.'. aIIoft. Where 
• cili! La. ia Co perver(e II to croft all the Interefts of Society. it 
Will all ill Aathonty, and Mea ja~le by the Ideaa of natural 
Jdice, wbicb are coaformabJe to tWe JDtere1b. Sometimes alfo 11 
arin ........ a'ful Purpofa. relJ1lirea Ccremny or Form ; aocl 
.. here that is -tine, their Dccten rllD contmy to, tbe ufoa! 
TCDOr of Jullice J bat one. wbo taka Advantale of foeb Chicanct. 
it DOt r~ ., .. b.OIIIIl MIa. Til .. , tile l.D_1b of 5Qciet,. 
uquire. thac c.trKb be fiIl&U'd; anol thHe is Dot a more llllte-
rial Article either 01 oatQn,\ or civil Jttftice I But tlae ODli/lioo..-
ef • triiinaCirOlllllAanct will often. by Law, innlidatea Cootratt,. 

i. /41' •. 611liliiii0, but not i" fin cOl/fliwil, IS Di~ineeexpreli t!aem-
lclvee. ID thefc Cafa. the Ma,iftrate is fuppOl~. ODly to witb-

I).... dB .. 
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11" HA l[ is a MIDI" p,.,ptrty' Any Thin. 

which it is lawiul for him and for him alone, to ure. 
Bill 'Whlll ~ have 'We, !Jy 'Which <we ell" tliJI;"pifb 
,htfo O/Jjet1s.' Here we mull have Recounc to 
Statutes, Cuftoms, Precedents, Analogies, and a 
hundred- other Ci1'C1lmftances; feme of which are 

. conftant and inflexible, fome variable. and arbitrary. 

Bu~ the. ultimate Point, in which they all profe1fedly 
terminate, is, the Intareft ~ Uappincfs of homo 

Society. Where this enteu not into Confideration, 

Bothing can appear more whimficai. unnatural, &net 
even fuparftitious than all 01' mQft of the Laws of 
J uftice and of Property • . 

THOSE., who ridicule wlgar Superftitions, and ex,. 

pofe the. Follr. of particular Regards to Meats, Days, 
Places, Poftures, Apparel, have an cafy Talk:; while 

they confider all the ~alities and R.elations of the 
Objcfu, and difcover DO adequate Caufc for that 
AffeCtion or Antipathy, Veneration or Horrour. 

which liave fomighty an- Infiuence over a COD

fiderable Part.. of Mankind~. A SJrilDl would have 

fhrv'd rather' than tafte Pigeon; an EtJPtill1t would 

.rlW his Power 0" eaftIrciiIs the RlPt, Dot to hue alter'. the 
Right. Wbere hif rllteDtion extends to the Risht. 1M is con. 
for_ble to the Interefta of Societ, I it never fail. to alter the 
Right I • clear Proof of til: Origin of .J-ftice ami of Property, II 
eIlip'd .bovr. 
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nOt have approach'd Bacon: But if thefe Species of' : 
Food be examin'd by the Senfes of Sight,. Smell or' . 
Tafte, or fautiniz'd by the Sciences of Chymiary. .. 

Medicine, or Phyfics; no Dift'erence is ever found. 

betwixt them and any other Species, DOl' can that . 

precife Circamftance be pitch'd on, which mayafFoRi ; 
ajuft Foundation for the·religious.PaBion. A Fowl 
on Thurfday is lawful Food; on Friday, atio~le-.: 

Eggs in this Houfe, and. in this l>iocefe are per

mitted during·Lent ;. a hundred Paces farther, to eat 

them is a damnable Sin:. This Earth or BDilding. 
yefterday, was prophane; to-day, by the JlWttering 

()£ certain ~ Words, it. has become holy and facred. 

Such Refleaiontl as thefe, .in the. Moath ilf .aPhilo.; 

wpher, one. may fafely fay, are too obvious .to have 

any InJluence; became they muft: alwaysF to eveIJ 

Man, occur at firft: Sight; and where they prevail . 
not, of themfelves, they are fdreJ.y obtb'uaetf bT 

Education. Yrejudice and PaBio~ not· by. Ignorance 
or Miftake. 

IT' may· appear, to'a carelefs~View; or ratlier. a 

too abftraaed Refleffion; that there enters a lik1: 
Superftition into alhhe R-egardsef Jut1:ice;" uel that'., 
ifa· Maa fubjcas its Objefls{ Ol'what·wccaU,Pro. 

pelty', to the fame:Scrutiny oi'. Senfe and Science, he 
will not, by. the moft accurate Enquiry, find. 
aDy' FoundatiOR. for the Difrorence. made by. moral 

D 5, Senti • 
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I ,SentilMrlt. I may lawfillly nOIlri1h myfelf from this 

, Tree; but the Fnait of another of the fame Species. 
"\ teD Paces. off, 'ti. criminal fOr me to touch. Had I 

~ • ~ wore this Appard an Roltt agf), I had meriiad the 
fevercft PmWhment; but It Man, by pronCJUDC:ing a 
'fcw mBBical Syllables. has 1l01V render'd it fit {or my 

\.;.\a uk- and Service. Were this. Houfe plac'i in the-
~,\\ neighbouring Territory, it had been immoral for me 

( ~ to, dweD. in it; but being built on this Siclc the River~ 
~ 'J ~ it is fubjeCl to a cliiFereAt !DaniCl .• pal Law, IIId I incar 
r \, DO Blame or Ccn{ure. The fllDle Species of Rears:.. 

• , ing, it may be, tlioaght, wbic:h {o {uc:ce{sfullf. expofts, 
(' Superftition, is alfo applisable te Juilice; nor is it 1 ( pofJible, in the ODe Cafe more than in the other, tI), 

. f' point ~t, in ~e ~bjca. that ~'fe. <l!!ality ~ Cir-
~' cumftance, which IS the. Foundation of the Sentunent. 

,tBVT there is this material Difference betwixt 

~fi,,~~i:E= ~ ~ ~ of Society. When. we abftratl: from this Cir£Uni-

l buce (for 'tis tOO'apparent ever to be overlookt) it 

~ 1 JnUft be. confeit, that all Regards to .R.igJlt and Pro", 
• perty, feem entirely wjihost Foundation, as much as; 

the groKeft and moft vulgar Superftition-. Were.the 

j Intere1U of Society no, way concem'~ 'ria as unin-

,~ ~~ 11-V) H ~~ld 
, ~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l~'l~~bY~t~j !11 I 
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implying Confent, 1hould !bange the N atlJre of. my 
Aaions with regard to a particular Object, as why-' 

the reciting of a Liturgy by a Priefi:. in a certain 
Habit and Pofi:ure, fuould dedicate a Heap of Brick 

and Timber, and ~ender it, thenceforth and for ever~ 

fac:rC1i • 

• 'Til nident, that the Will or Coa/'ent atbne never traasfm 
I'~, aor eaufes the Obligation of a Promile (for the fame 
~ estadI to both} but the will _Ii be aprell by Wordl or
Sip, ill ar4u to impoC. a Ty. upon IIIJ Man. The Eqtl'eA"~ 
beiDg oace brought iII.1 {ubfervient to the Will, {OOD becomes the 
priDcipal Part of the Promne; IJOf will • Man be leli bound by hiJ 
Waal, tho' he (eeretly pfe a cIiIferent Direaion to hiS lateDtion. 
IIIIl with -hoJd the Ment of bia Mind.- Bat tho' the ElIpNfiion 
make., OD m:,ft O~, tlie whole of tho PrOlllife, Jet it dou
aot alwaya to ; and ODe, who /boola make uCe of any EzpreA"lOn._ 
W which he "_I DOt tile Medin" and wbich he ufct without 
aD, Seweof \kCoafeqlleDC", w(luid DOt certainly. beau b,. if. 
Na,~ tllo' be bow ita MeaDiog. )'Ct if be-N it in Jeft 0lIl,., 
aIIII with. Cueb Siena .. /Mw evidently. be-hN DO ierioue laten_dan • 
« biMini ~f, lie _LI not lie uadctlll)' ObIiption of Per. 
bawacc; but 'til oecefJ'ary, tbat tb.t WOftitbe. pdtl'lllprc(. 
iaa of the Will, wdhout .., contrary S"1gIII. -Nay, ntQ thi, 
_ mat DOt aarry. Co lar II to ~e. ,bat one, wllom, by OUf 

4h!ickadi of Uacledludit!c. w ..... onjetlulY. from certaiB·Sigar. 
ro hu. .. JDteaUoa w deceiviq UI, is not baud.. bJ IW Ex.' 
prcJJiooor ,"hal Pl'OIIIi{c,u we I«~pt oftt; blli~.,a limitthil 
eoacluBon 110 thafe Cafct. whue d!e Silns are of •. diifercllt Natute 
from chafe of Deceit. All tbali: COIllradiaions ue eaGl), accounte. 
for. if Ju1lice &rifes elMirdy frOID. its ·Ufefulncli to Societn bilt 
.al.DcYCr be.expJaia'c1 00 any otber Hl'Pothefia. 

1jtilri :~.~". \ h ~ i\~lt$, 8J~ 
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TIttSERefieClions aTe far from w,eakeniilg the Ot;.. 
of uJ" any from 

the moft facred Attention to Property. On'the con

tll'2Lry, fm:h Sz:tltimeuts mu.!!: acquisz: DeW Fortltl from 

the preCent Reafoning: For what ftronger Founda~ 

tIzm cz:u beYdir'd contldv!d any duty dan to 

obferve, that human Society, or even h~an Nature 
mula tlest ftib11Yt, wltYout thtl ElbhHfhm4?nMfi€, anY 

;!~~n~~: =!:7::~~~7:y~e ~~:~~e!: 
pay'dyo that Duty? 

'TIS remarkable, that the DIOI'III Deci60ns of ' the yt/,utJaud 
4lts,er rtfg'd CsKyilh, lltte csmmonly YSIm'd Proftstltion 

:::!o: ~~~tl~:: ~ft;:~:{:= =~ ~= .1 
(( StY' CottsWti4ll1 the if I118f YoIIow AlltCsom, 

Moofr. B#yl.. Sco hi, DiQioaary, Article u,Ja. .And wby 
s,:s:s the Ytvigllltktu 01 Msz:h5Dd fo fltt4lili£ apit'ttt there s,tlfuilli-, 
tut betl4lfifl every onepertciv'd, that human Seciety,couId' not {."" 

/1 ~~~1fS§~~ 
And-yet allletapbyiiul,fcs,oolman micJ!t think, thlt-wbere an I ... 

jJ ~catiOD __ ~:"~e Rqlli/ite~ jf that IlIten~a .rea1lg bad.DOt 
II §'5'~ l'l4l' Conu,teDce tl4lilitbtTftltlow ,no tlJ1tflfptm4l be 1m, 

pos'd. 'Fhe-cafDillical·· Subtilitiet lIN,. not be getter than the Sgb. 
u_ues n.wytu; himtoi:st'abocs bat-oS the fosussara huCz:;tiOllS, 

the latter- inn~tent and even necejfor:f, :this is the Realoa of tile 
yery difti:rentReteptiontbet,lIICCt wi1hfroDl the Worlcl" 

"' "I'H'-'S 



Of JtUTJCE'. 6( 

THUS we feem, apon the Whole, to have·attain'cI 
a Knowledge of the Force of that Princi~le here in. 
lifted on, anei can determine what DegreeoC Efteem 
er moral Approbation may refult fromRefleaions on 
public Intereft and Utility. The NeceJlity or .Ja1ticc 
to the Support of Society is the SOL EFounciatiOil 
of' that Virtue; and futce no moral Excellence is 
more highly efteem'd,. w.e may conclude, that this 
Cirewnftance of Ufefulnefs has, in general, the 
ironge1lEnergy, and mod entire-Command over our 
Sentiments. It muft, therefore, be the Sour.c:e of a 

confiderable Part of the Merit, afcrib'd to Hwnanity. 

Benevolence, Friendlbip, public Spirit, and other 
fOcial Virtues of that. Stamp; as it is the SOLE 
Source. of the moral Approbation pay'd to Fidelity. 
l~ce, V eruitr, Integrity, and thofo. other eftimable 
and ufeful ~tie8 and Principles. 'Tja entirely 
agreeable to the Rules of Philofophy, and even of 

f common Rearon; where any Principle has been found. If J to have a great Force and Energy in one Inftance., 
to afcrib. to it alike. Energy inalUimiIuInftances·~ 

• Thil i. Sir If"' NtIII1ttll'. !ectad R1I1c of, philotopUilla. 
e,itlupi(J, Lib, 3, 

SEC T~ 
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7' I. 

S Ee TI.O N IV. 

Of POLITICA.L SoCIITY. 

'H A D emy Man tidliciellt S.illtilJ to perai-. 
at all Tunes. the ftrcmg In1lCre.ft, which binds 

him to the Obfervam;e 9f Juftke ad Equity. and 
Strength .j' Milltl fuftici~t to petfcvere in a ftady
AdJaerence to a general and a diftant Intere~ in Op
pofitiOD to tile AUare;Qiellts of pteIellt Ph!afue ud 
AdvlDtage.; There had neYer, in that Cafe-, boCIl 
any fIlCh. Thing as Govetntntnt or politidil Society, 

hilt each Mab feHewing his namtal L~, Jwt 
liy'd in entire Peace and Hamony with .all othett. 

What Need of pofitive Laws, where aatttral Juftice 
is.- of itftlf, a (aftident ~et\raiat r Why Create 
Magiftrates. where there never ariCea an)' Difordclr 
or Iniquity? Why abridge· our awive l"reedDlb, 

when, in every Inl1::mce. tN: "tmol Exertieft of it.is 
fOultd innocent and beneficial P 'Tis evident, that, if' 
GOYenunent were totally weldS, it n~ could ha.-: 
Place; and that the SOL E loudation of the 

1 Duty 
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4 SEC T ION IV. 
Duty _ of ALL E G I A NeE is the Atlvll1lfagr 
which it procures to Society I by preferving Peace. and 
Order.amongft Mankind. 

WHEN a Number of political Societies are ereaed, 
and maintain Itp:at Entarcome togethu, all~ Set 
of Rules are immediately difcover'd to be Il.fojiJ in 
that partiadar Situation; and accorcling,ly; take place, 
under the Title of LAWS of NATIONS. 
Of this Kind are, the Sacrednefs of the Perfons of 

"r Ambaft"adors, ,.b~Ding from poilon'd ~,_<Ea
t} ter in War, WIth others of that·1Gid; whicli are 

plainly calculated for the- AtltfJlndlll' of States ani 
Kingdoms, in.their Entercourfe with each other. 

TuB'. Rules of Juftice, luch as prevail ainong4 
Individuals, are not altogether Cufpended amongi 
political Societies. All. Princes' pretend 'a Rtgard to 
the Rights of others'; and; fome, no doullt, without 
.Hypoc:ri!y~ Alliances and Treaties are every Dar 
made betwixt independent States, which ,would only 

, be Co much Waile of' P.archment, if they were not 
found, by Experience, to· have fl11ll InBuence and 
Authority •. , But here is the Dii"erence betwixt King. 
dQDlS and Individuals. Human Nature .. cannot, by 
any Means,_ fubfIft, without the Alfodation of Indi., 
viduaIs i. and that Alfociation never could have 
Platt, were.no Reg~d pay'd to the-Laws of Equity 

I· and 
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Of Politital SO~llTr. 6r 
and Juftite, Diforder, Confuiion, the War or All 
againft All are the nec:effary Confequences of fucb: a 
licentiousCondutl. But Nations can flourHh with
GUt Entercourfe. They may even fubfift, in fome 
Degree, undu a general War. The 9bfervance of 
JuftiCI:f tho' ufeful among them, i~ not guarded. by 
Co ftrong a Neceffi.ty as among Individuals; and W: 
_aI Ohlilation holds Proportion with the Ufefolncfi. 
AU Politicians . will allow, and· moft PhilofopherSJ 
that REA SON S of S TAT E may, iii. parti. 
cular Emergencies, difpence with the Rules of J uftice, 
and . invalidate any Treaty or Alliance) wh~e the 
{bid Obfervance of it would be. prejudicial, in a 
conJiderable Degree, to either of the contraaing 
Parties. But nothing lefs than the extremeftNecefiity, 
'tis confeft, can juitify Individuals in a Broach of 
Promife, or an Invafion of the Properties of otaers. . 

. IN a confederated Commonwealth, fuch as the 
'AthtllZll Republic of old, or the Swift Cantons and 
United Provinces in modern Times J as the League 

has here a peculiar UtiR~, the Conditions of Uni~'" 
have a peculiar Sacrednefs and Authority, and ." 
Violation of them 'would be· equally criminal, or 
even more criminal, than anr private Injuiy or rn~ 
jaftice. 

THE 

." 
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S E G T ION IV. 

Tn%! long nnd of Man 

the Combination of Parttnts for. th. Subfiftance of 
dieit Y f.lung :md Combinaticm the 

Virtue of C HAg TIT Y or Fidelity to the Mar

riagf.l~bed.· Michout bf.l%!h ail Utility: 'twill 

be omn'd, {icc:bc a wilnld nenccC' hav(c been 

thought of·~ 

A:-cbc~dity oCihis N&t\U:e is. JlM:;h mont per
n;cialtS i,n Irumen than in Melt. Hence the Laws of 

~e meech fuiUf.l1" ovee the oae Sf.lX tBf.l¥C fVCI 

the other t. 

• The oal, SolutiOll, whith P/~" ~eel to aU the O~ci\iOQt; 
that be ,.lc'd :Iaiaft cdc Commilic+ty of Wccf.lcen, ilit:bJi/h'd 
in bit il!ll&Uta1'}' Co!nIllOll.wealtb, il,. It4b.". )I.C ~ 1'Il'1'0 &AI" 

).C)'t .... , _ A.1>I£ ..... ', 0'1'1 .,. f-UI ~Alf'O' xcAov. T. h fb,&-

''Co, cCCcCfe<'" elli", f!I ai?1Xe?' f!I JiXXCili, Itl 
fit bontJIlIlII e/fe, fJ.ad alllm illlllil. fo tllTPet,/I,. De RIp. Lilt. S. 
p, 457. Ex edit. Serr. And tbis MaXim will admit of ao Doubt .. 
cwherc: Is CQm?1m'd; scclcfl is Flett', mcccfhmc. 
AM iadced te what etber Purpefe do all the Ideas of Cbalfuy IDIl 
ModeA, fc"e 1 Niji lIIik tJI'iIllJllICi""",lrujir" tjI glDrill, {IY' 
Ph«drcc:, K.sA&x S?'.C:2¥f?: IIh,: PluJc"'ccC: de 

." C:dibil -.- qIIZ dauuIofa funt, pDl~hrum ea. The (ame 
was IfIct Qpiaiaa of the Scoia. •• nr VII ., %.,., .... I.~ .... I . 
.... A.iliC 11& 'c&t??' ~IM;nf' .,t&£,2:: ~Ir nCf.l:'1'I, 1'&: n¥iTq. 
Ul1'ct ::ctl/hlA& 'lJ't-£", Sect, Emp. eeiS. 3. fc:p.20. 

t FfhetSJ: RC0lili have a Refctcetre to OcrilirtiOD yet 

V
I l. Womffi cd!: CIE,K,]~bearioPR 00 iliPR2PR {upEi-ret'S to becs::ncnpted 

from than than thofc4IIiP the F)Qwer of their Youth aolBeauty. 
: r'" f' &eteral 



Of PDlilklli SO~laTY. 

Taos. whQ live in the fame Family have fo many 
.opportunities of Licences of this Kind. that DOtJiing 
eould p.n:ferve Purity of Manners~ were Marriage 
allow'd amongft the neareft Relations, or any Jailer. 

c:ourfe of Love betwixt them rMify'd by' Law ad 
Cuftom. INC EST. thorefore, being pmt/chlll 
in a fuperior Degr(e~ has alfo- a foperior Turpisdc 
and mOlal Deformity, annex'd to it. 

WHAT is the Reafon, why, by the Greel Laws. 

one might marry a Half-filler by the Father. butnot 
by the Mother 1 Plainly this. The ManDOl'li of the 

Greelts were fo rlfcrY'd. that a Man was never per-

(' 
, \ 

G_tli R.le, are often Clltended beyoDd the Principle, whmce 1/ 
they 111ft arife; ancl thfl in all Matten 01 Taite ancl SCntiment. (' . 
'Till wl&uStaryltPtI,;" tlsat miag th.R.qeoltbaMijJilftlP!, 
I hump-back'd Fellow went every D.y into the R,li de ~""_. 

, ";11. where the Stock. jobben met in great Crowd., and WI. 
well pa,'d for allowing them to make we ofhisHumpu a De1k. 
i. orcIer to 6gB tIIeIr Contrail. upoD it. Would the lortuDe he ~ 
nia'd by thi. In.ention make him I haaM_ Fell_I tho· it 
be cODfdi. that per(ona! Beauty arites very much (rom Ideas of 
Utility? The Imiiination is i't/luenc~ bl All'ociacions of DlIU j 

which, tho' thllJ .nfe, at fill, ErGs the .J¥dIment, are DOt 
es61y alter'd by every particular ExccptJ.n, that occurs to iii. 
To which we may add, 'in the pre{ent CaC!: of Chaftity, that the 
Example af the Old wouhI be pernlciOQl to the YOWlgl and tUt 
W_n COJIti.ally thiDkiac. tllat I certain Time wou" briD& 
them the Liberty 01 lnduJ,encc. wwld naturally advance chit 
Period, and tIuDk more 1i&ht1J of tbia whole Duty I (0 reqllilitc 
toSocioty, 

I I -r' .A .... .~ mitted 
'/~ .J:I~ ~. L~_ /~ 1-- - -- -",~ ~~ ~~ __ 
~' d- __ ~ - .a ~;;r--

-;;"""A- 6C---... « --;7,c..~ ~ 
-,.. " ~ __ " ~e. _~by ~_ 
---~ ~ ~ """ --- --~ 
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• ~8 SEC T ION IV. 
, 1Ritted to approach the Women's Apartment, even in 
the {ame Family. unlefs where lie vifited his own 
Mother. His Step-mother and her Children were lIS 

1 much fhut up from him ~ the Women of any oth« 
I: F;{,nily, and there was as little Danger of any crimi

:r ~ Intcrcourfe betwixt them: Uncles and Niece., 
~ for a like Rearon. might marry at ~tlH.1 ; but neither 

thefe nor Half-brothers and Sifters coald contraCt that 
Alliance at Rome, where the Intercourfe was more 
open betwixt the Sexes. Public Utility is the Caufe 
of all thcfe Variations. 

l\' 
~ 

To repeat, to a Man's Prejudice, any Thing th3t 
'efcap'd him in private ConverfatioD, or to'make any 
{ucb Ufe ~f his private Letters, is highly blam'd. 
The free and {oclal Intercourfe of Minds muft be ex
tremely checkt, wheze no fucb Rules of Fi,dellty aro 
eftabliJh'd. 

f EVElf in repeating Stories. whence we can fee no 
ill Confequencea to refult, the giving one's Authors is 

/ : regarded as a Piece,of Indifdc:tion,' if not of Immo
rality. Thefe Stories, in pafiing from Hand to Hand. 

, and receiving all the ufuM VariatioltS, frequently 
come, about to the Perfons concern'd, an~ produce 
.Animofities and <t,lW'I'els among People, whoCc 
lAtentioDl are the mod innocent and inofFenfive. 

T~ 
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'To pry into Secrets, to open or ~CIIl read the 
Letters of others, to play the Spy upon their Words 
and Looks and Amons: What Habits more incon
venient in Society? What HabIts, of eonfequence. 
more blameable? 

" 

THIS Principle is a1fo the Foundation of moft of 
the Laws of Good-manners j a !ind of lc1fer Mora. 
lity calculated for ~e Eare of Com an and Con
verfatio.llr Too much or too little Ceremony are 
both blam'd, and every Thing, that proJllotes Eare, 
without an indecent Familiarity, is ufeful and I~ud
able. 

. COKST AKCY in FriendJhips, Attachments, and Fa
miliarities is cC?mmoJily verylaudable, and u requiDte 
to fupportTruft and good Correfpondence in Society. 
But in Places of ,general, tho' cafual Concourfe. 

where Health and Pleafure bring People promif- t 
c:uo~.1together, public Conveniency has di{peDS~d \ 
with tliis MaXim; and Cuftom there promotes an 
unreferv'a Convenation for the Time, .by indulgiqg 
the Privilege of dropping afterwards every indiJFcrent 
Acquaintance, without Breach of Civility or Goocl • 
.manners. 

EVI~ 
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70 S·E C T ION IV. 

EVEN in Societies, that are ·eftabli.lh'd on Principles 
the moA immoral, and the moA deftruaive to the 
Iriterefts of the general Society, there are requir'd 
~ertain Rules and Maxims, which a Species of falfe 
Honour, at well as private Interci:ft, engages the 
Members to obferve. Robber$. and Pyrates, it. 4u 
often been remark'd, could not m.aintain theIr per • 

• mcious Confederacy, did they not ellablilb a new 

diftributive' J uftice amongft, themCelves, and recall 

thofe',Lawsof, Equity, which they have violated 
with tile reft of Mankind. 

! HA ~E a drinking Com.pll!!!9n, fays the Greel Pro-. . 
verb, who never forgets. The Follies of the la4 
l>ebad Jhould be ,buried in eternal Oblivion, ia 
ordena &ive full Scope to the Follies of the next, 

AMONGST Nation~, where an immoral Gallantry. 
if cover'd with a thin Veil of Myftery, is, in fome 

Degree, authoriz'.c;l by C~m, there immediately 
arife a .Set of Rules, calculated for the ConY~iency 
of that Attachnt~, The fa~ous Court or Parlja
ment of Love in Provence decided for~ally aU dif
ficult Cafes of this N atare. 

1M Societies for Play, there are Laws requir'd for 

the Condua of the Game, anel thefe Laws are dif. . . 
fertBt 
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01 PI/fi!im/ SOClETY'. 71 

ferimt in each Game. The Foundation, Iown, of 

fudl Societies is frivololls; and the Lctws &fe, ill a 
zrcat Mcafurc, tho' not ahogether, capri~ and 
arbitrary. So far is tftet'e ll18aterial D~eJlct be. 
twixt thom aIld the auJes of _ }tIttiae, P'idclity and 
Loyalty. The general Socletie, .o( Mea ~ ~90 

lately requifite for the Sl1b~(le of the Species J 

and the pilblic CGIlveaienq, wlUc:A regulates Morals, 

is inviolably eftablifb'd in the Natarc of M1I;Jl, aDd. of 
the Worhl, in which he -lives. TJle Compar-ifon, 

therefore, in thefe Refpecu, is very imperfca. Wo 
may only learn from it the Neceflity of Rules" where. 

ever Men have any Intercourfe with each other. 

THEY cannot even pars each other on the Road \ 
without Rules. Waggoners, Coachmen, and Poru. 

lions have l'ilnctp1es, by wtiiclithey give way; anti 

thefe are chiefly founded on mutual Eafe and Con. 

venience. Sometimes alfo they are arbitrary, or at. 

b~ dependant on a Kind of capricious Analogy, 

like many of the Reafonings of Lawyers - • 

• That the lighter MaclWle yielels to the henier~ &/lei. Ma. 
chines of the (ame Kinel, that the empty yield to the loaeled f 
this Rule is founeled on Con:veaience. That thore who are SOing 
to ~ Capital-take place of thole who areeOlJline from it ; thi. 
(eemt to he founded on lome Idea of the Dipity of the cmat 
City, anel of the Preference aI the future to the pall. From like 
Reafan. amDnc/t Foot-walkers, the Rieht-hanel entitlea a Man to 
the Wall, and prevent. jorui"" which peaceable Pco.ple find "ert 
~ble &/lei incoJIvcnient. 

To 
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To carry the Matter frier, we may obCerve, that 
~tis impoflible for Men {o much as to murther each 
CJtheI' without Statutes and Maxima, and an Idea or 
juftice and Honour. War has its Laws III well 
as Peace; and even that fportive Kind of War carried 
on amongft Wreftlers, Boxen, Cudgel-playm, 
Gladiaton, is fupported by &xt Principles and Regu. 
lations. Conunon Intereft and Utility beg~ infallibly 
a Standard of- Right and Wrong amongR: the Parties 
COIlccm'd. 

SEC T ION 
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SEC T'I 0 N V. 

WhY U Tl J. I T Y pkales. 

,P ART I. 

'IT feerns fa natural a Thought to afcribe to their 
Utility thePraife which we beftow on the facial 

Virtues, that 'One would expea to meet with this 

Principle every.where in moral Writers, as the chief 
Feundation of their Reafoning and Inquiry. In 
common Life, we may obferve, that the Circumftance 
of Utility is atways appeal'd to;, nor is it fuppos'd, 

that a greater Elogy can be given to any Man, than 
to difplay his Ufefulnefs to the Public, and enumerate 

the Services he has perform'd to Mankind and Society ~ 
What Praife, even of an inanimate Form, if the 
Regularity and Elegance of its Parts deftroy not its 
Fitnefs for any ufeful Purpofe! And how fatis~ 

raaory an Apology for any Difproportion or feeming 

Deformity, if we cail 1how the N eceflity of that 

E particuiat 
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7+ • S E'C T ION V. 

particular Conftruffion for the Ufe intended! A 
Ship appears infinit'!ly more beautiful to an Artift. 
or one moderately ftcill'd in Navigation; where.its 

frow is wi~e and fwelling beyond its Poop. than if it 
were fram'd with a precife geometrical Regularity, 
in ContradUlion to all the Laws of Mechanics. A 
Building, whofe Doors and Windows were exatl: 

Squares, would hurt the. Eye by that very Proportion ; 

as ill adapted to the human Figure, for whofe Service 
the Fabric was intended What Wonder then, that 
a Man, whofe Habits and Condufl are hurtful \0 
$ociety, and dangerous or pernicious to every on~ 
that has an Inte1'Courfe with him, Otould. on that 
Account, be an Objefl of Difapprobation, and com

municate to every Speflator the lbongeft Sentiments 

of Difguft and Hatred - l 

• We ought n.lt to imocine, ~c.u(e an inanimate Q\ljel\ 
may be ufeful as well II a Man, tbat tberef.lre it ougbt l1(o, , 
aceurdia. to tbi. Syftem. to merit tbe Appellation 'of vi" •• II,. i 
Tbe Seotiments, e~cited b1 Utility, are, in the twoCafes, very , 
dift"erent i and the one il mil<t with Aft"e6ion, Ifteem, Appro- ' 
bation, ~&. anll not the other. In like Minner, an inanimate 
Obje6 may hue Sooci Culaur aod Proportions II wen ... haman 
Figure. But can we ever be in Love witb tbe fllrmer? There 
are a nameroul Set. of PIJlions and Sentimenh, of whicb think •. 
ina rational Beingl are, 1., the ofiliaal C •• ftitution of Nature. 
the eml, proper Obje6. I ADd tho' the very fame Q!!.alitiea be 

trmtferr'c1 to aa ~en6b.le, iilanimate Beine. tbe7 will not acito 
t 
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BUT perhaps the Difficulty of accounting for there 
Elfefu of UfefUlnefs, or its contrary~ has kept PhlIo~ 
fophers from admitting them into their Syftems of 

Ethics, and has induc'd them rather to employ any 

other Principle, in explaining the Origin of moral 
Good and Evil. But 'tis no juft Reafon for rejeaing 

any PriQ.Cip~e, confirm'd by Experience, that we can 

give no fatisfaaory Accollnt of its Origin, nor are 

able te refolve it into other more ~neral Principles. 

~nd if we would employ a litdeThought on the 
prefent SubjeCt, we need be at no Lofs to account for 
the Imluence of Utility, and to deduce it from Prin~ 

ciples, the moft known and avow'd in human Na

'tUre. 

the fame Sentiments. ThebeDC&cial ~a1jties of Herba nd Mi
aerals are, iadeed, {ometimes caJl'd their Y'trf • .,; but th~ is an 
ElfeCl of' the Caprice of LancUlse. which ought DOt to be 
J"cprdcd in Reafoninll' For tho' there be • Spcciea of A!'proba
tion, attcuding even inanimate ObjeCls, when beneficial, yet tbi. 
Sentiment it {o weak, and {o ailfcrcat from what is dircCled to 
1leDc6cent Maailbates or State{men, that they oUlht DOt to be 
rmk'41 UDder the {ameClafa or Appeltation. 

A "er"! (mall Variation of the Ol.jeCl, eyeD where the (ame 

Q!!a1itiea arc pre(cn'd, will dellroy a Sentiment. Thul; the 
fame Beauty, tr&nl(cn'd to a different Sex, eKcites DO amoraue 

Pdlion, where Nature is aot elltremely pener'" 

E z 
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FIlQ1,j t.,"1e :7pparent Ufefulnds of the fodal Virtues, 

it has readily heen inten'd by Sceptics, both antient 

and modern, that an moral DiiunftioIU aIife from 

Educati~n, and were, at f.rft, invented, ;md aft"r~ 
wards encourag'd, by the ArtsofPolit,icialU, in order . 

to render Men tratlable, lind fubdue their natural 

,Ferocity and SeUif.tu1e{s, which incapacitated t.1'1em 

for Society. This Principle, indeed, of Precept and 

Education mull be fo far own'd to h"ve·" f'~werful 

Influence. that it may frequently encreafe or djmi, 

.tlifb, beyond their natural Standard, the Sentime.nts 

of Approbation or Dil1ike; and may even, in par. 
ticular In!l:ances, create, without any natural Prin, 

ciple, a new -Sentiment of this Kind; as is evident 

in aU fupe.rftitious PraClices ~_n[l ObfervlUlces' But 

that all mmal Affeaion or Diflike arifes from this 

Origin will never furcly be allow'd by any judicious 

Enqnirer. Had Natun: made no fuch DiIHnaioll, 
founded' on the original Ftame and Conftitution of 

the Mind, the 'Words, hopzourable and.!~.,ym~ui, !1J"'.)~ly 

and odz!);a, nQb/e aZld ltjj'Jira!,/" never had had place 

in any Langus.ge; nor couJd Politicians, had tlu:y 

invented thc(,·tTcrms, ever have been able to render 

~hem intelligible, or Illak" ~hem convey any Idea ,0 

the Audience. So that nothing can be more fuper

lid"l than this Paz'adaK of the Sceptics; and 'twere 
well. if, in the abftruf6' Studies of Logics and f"fc-

taphyfics, 

M Dr ,,,' .... l( C f' 
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taphylics, we could as eafily get rid of the Cavils of 
that sea, as in the more praaical and intelligible 
Sciences of Politics and Morals. 

THE fodal Virtues muft, therefore, be allow'd to 
have a natural Beauty and Amiablenefs, which; at 
firll, antecedent to all Precept or Education, recom

mends them to the Efieelu of uninftrulled Mankind, 
and engages their AffeCtions. And as the Utility of 

there Virtues is the chief Circumftance, whenc7 they 
derive their Merit, it follows, that the End, which 

they have a Tendency to promote, muft be fome 
way agreeable to us, and take hold of fome natural 
AlFeaion. It muft pleaf~! either from Confiderations 
of Self-interell, or from more generous Motives and 
Regards. 

I T has often been aIrerted, that, as every Man has 
Ii 1hong C?nnexion with Society, and perceives the 

Impoffibility of his folitary Subfiftence, he becomes, 
ClD that Account, f.wourable to all thofe Habits or 

Principles, which promote Order in Society, and en
fure to him the quiet Po1feffion of f~ h1eftimable a 

Bleffing. As much as· we value our own Happinefa 
and Welfare, as mtlCh·muft we value the PraCtice ot 
Juftice and Humanity, by which alone the focial 
Confederacy can be maintaia'd, and every Man reap 
the Fruits of mutual Protetlion and Affiftance. 

E 3 Tal.S 

Digitized by Google 



SEC T ION V. 

tTHu Dcduaion of Morais from~f.love or a 
R.eg~ to.privilteInteteil. is a v:ry obvious Thought. 

and has not arlfen altogether from the wanton Sallies 
and fportiloe Affault! of the Sceptics. To mentioll 

BO others, p'yUIIJ, one of the graveft, and molt 

judicious. as well as moft moral Writers of Antiquity. 

has afIigu'd this felJilb Origin to all our Sentiments of 

'Virtue *. But tho' the fotid, prattical Senle of that 
Author. and his Averuonto all vain Subtilties render 

his Authority on the prefent Subjed: very conJider
able ; yet this is not an Affair to be decided by Au

thority;and the Voice of Nature and Experience 

feems plainly to oppofe the felJifh. Theory . 

. WE frequently beftow Pranes on virtuous Amons, X 
petfonn'd in very diilant Ages and remotftountries. 

where the Iltnloil Subtilty of Imagination would not 

difcover any Appearance of Self-intereft, oGr find any 

• llm1utilulnefi to Parenti, is difapprn'. of by Mankind, 
"eottOlf'IY~ ... ,..1<1.... .., ruA1<.)'I""'.c IT' '1" .. .,...A ... ,,, 
'''C'OI; ......... "."....,....11. IDFatitude for a like Relron (tho' 
he feems there to mill a more prout Repnl) rIIM".,.I&'I'&rfTIIC • 

• ~I'I ... OI 11'1).&; ... ~.; 1' •• _IIC ..... .,...~-. If '" 
_."1,,,.'1'&1 'l'IC ""'. ".C,uC'. 'I'll .. So_ .. ftC "".~IOIC U, 
So .. , •• c. Lib. 6. Cap. 4- Perblp, the Hiftorian only _t, 
that our Sympathy anel Humlnity WI ... ore colivellCd. by our 
-Iiderin& tbe Similarity or our Care with that of die PcrW 

i ~fI"er~ i which ia I Jua ScatipleDC. 

~~. 1M ~ ~v ~ ~xiOJl 
/4--~ /.,-. ~ ~ _ I 

. r--~ / 
. ./-:-~- ~. ) ..,..vr.- ~h-~ 
~~~~~.r~ 
-, ~..;;> < ~GoogJt,-- __ 
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Connexion of our prefent Happinefs and Security 
with Events fo widely feparated from us. 

A generous, a brave, a n,pble Deed, perform'd by 

an Adverfary, commands our Approbation; while 

in its Confequences it may be acknowledged preju
dicial to our particular Interefts. 

W HERE -private Advantage concurs with general 
Aifeaion for Virtue, we readily perceive and avow 
the Mixture of thefe diftinB: Sentiments, which have 
a very dift"erent Feeling and Influence on the Mind. 

We praife, perhaps, with more Alacrity, where the 

generous, humane Aaion contributes to our particu

lar Intereft: But the Topics of Praife we inflft OR 

are VCJY wide of this Circum1l:ance. And we may 

attempt to bring over otpers to our Sentiments, wit!. 
out endeavouring to convin<:e them, that they reap 
any Advantage from the Aai.ons, which we recom
mend to their Approbation and Applaufc. 

Fit AM! the Model of a praife-worthy Charaaer, 
confifting of all the moft amiable moral Virtues: 
Give Iwtanc:es, in which thefe difplay themfelves, 
after an eminent and extraordinary Manner : You 
readily engage the Efteem and Approbation of all . 
your ~ Audience, who never fo much as enquir'd in 
what Age and Country the Penon Uv'cl, who pofi'eft 

E + ~ek 
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"6 SEC T ION V. 
thefe noble «!!~lities: 11 Circumftance, however. 
of all otherlt, the mod material to Self-love, or a 
Concern for our own individual Happinefs. 

ONCE on a Timer a Statefmen, in the Shock and 
Concurrence of Parties, prevail'd fo far as to procure, 
by his Eloquence, the Banilhment of an able Adver
fary ; ,whom he fecretly follow'd, offering him 

}
" Money for his Support during his Exile, and footh-
. ing him with Topics of Confolation on his Misfor-

\!pnes. .Alas! cries the banifh'd Statefman, 'With 

~ ,~ - 'Fhlll Regret muft I leave my Friemls in' this City,. <whe1'e 

~ t<rJm ElInnies are' fo gmerofIJ/ -Virtue, tho' in an 
~ \ Enemy, here pleas'd him: And we alfo give it the t • J' juft Tribute of Praife and Approbation;· nor do we 
~ ,I retraa thefe Sentiments; when we hear, that th. 

~ J J Aation paft at .Athem, about two thoufand Years ago, 
~ I and that the Penons Names were EflhilltJ and De. 

) 
mojlhmel. , 

,/ 
! 
I 

i 
W H .A 'l' is that to me P There are few Occaftons. 

when this ~ftion is DOl: pertinent: And had it that 

> • u~verfal, infallible Influence fuppos'd. it wQuld turn 

into Ridicule every Compofition, and almofl every 

Converfation. which contain ally Plaife or CeJUure 
of Men and Manners. 

~/'~ ~--~ ~-~ 
p~ 'T,a 

././ _.---1 _ ..G...e*o."- h----/~ ........... 
~~~--, . 
~~~- '~-'/':--~ ~~ ~ 

, .... r~~~'''C'~ 
~~'~ / ______ c:- /' -~q.-~ ,A:-
~ /~~- - ~ /~ c;...~ 

// f~ . -=-~. ___ 4J ~:,G"o~le /~ __ 
..-r-~::: / __ .-'~ ~~ ~- V''''-" ~_ 
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'TIS but a weak Subterfuge, when preCs'd by there 
FaCts and Arg~ents, to Cay, thatwe tra,nfport our· 
felves, by the Force of Imagination, into diftant 
Ages and Countries, and confider the Advantage .. 
which w~ 1hould have reapt from there CharaClers.: 
!tad we been Contemporaries, and had anyCoou;nerc:o 

with the Penons. 'T.is not conceivable, how a real 
Selltiment. or PaSiOIl can ever arlfe from a kllown 
;1IIIlgi,,"Y Intereft; efpecia11y when our rem Intere1t 

is ftill kept in View, and is often acknowledg'd to 
be entirely diftiDa Jiom the imaginary, IUld even: 

~metint.es oppofite to it. 

A Man, brol1ght to the Brink of 'a Precipic:cj 
WlGot look down without trembling; and the Sen
timent of ifllllgi1llllJ. Danger alfuJates him, in Oppo

Rtion to the Opinion aa3 Belief of rea/Safety. But 
tile Imagination is here affifted by the Prefence of a 

ftriking Objea; aad yet prevails not, except it be
tlfo aided by Novelty, and the unufual Appearance 

of the Objefi. Cuftom roon reconciles us to Heights 'If 
and Precipices, and w~ars off thefe·falle and delufive 'I 
Terrors. The Reverfe is obfervable in the Eilimates 
we form of Charaaers and Manners j and the m~re 

we habimate ourfelves to an accurate Scrutiny of 
the moral Species, the more delicate Feeling do we· 

acquire of the moil minute Diftinaiona betwixt Vice 

~--~ ~C~ A..-_y ~ 
~....<- c--~ 
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and Virtue. Such frequent Qccafton. indeed. have 

we. in common Life. to pronounce an Kinch of 
moral Detenninations, tltat no Objetl of thiS Kind 
can be new or unufual to us; nor could any falfo 
Views orPrepo1feftions maintain their Ground agai~tt 
an Experience, fo cOlD.J1lon and fam.iliar. Experi
ence .and Cuftom being chiefly what form the Ar.. 
fociations gf Ideas, 'tis impolJible, that any Aifocr

ation could eftablilb and fupport itf~ in direa Op
poJition to thefe Principles. 

USUVLN,BSS i& agreeable. anel engages our lip,.. 
probation. This is a Matter of Faa, confirm'd by 

daily Obfervation. Bu~, ufiful' For what? For 
Come Body's htereft, furely. Whofe Inted then ? 
Not our own only: For our Approbation Itequendy 
extends farther. It muft, therefore, be the Intereft 

,/ of thofe, who are ferv'd by the Chariller or Aaio" 
// approv'd of; aDd then we may conclude. however 

,/ remote. are not totally indif'erent to w. By open-
, ing u~ this Principle. we Jh.aU difcover the great 

Secret of mow DiftinaioWi. 
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P ,A R T II. 

C L - L V E a in hU!%1an N~ 
U ture of fuch extenfive Energy, and the Intereft 
of uacn Iudivifaal in 10 aan
l)eCted with that of Community, that thofe Philofo-

W!%1a wha all aur 
Concern for the Public might, perhaps, be refolv'd 

. in:u a Luuce= for . owrb Ha,ppZaefs aud Pn::frr
vation. They faw, every Moment, Inftances of Ap
pLtkAatio,n {br Bhme, f.:::tisfahtion Difpleafur;; to

wards Charatters and Aaions; they denominated the 
Ohjetls thela Sentl!%1entsb Yirluub or Vim; 

obferv'd, that the former had a Tendency to e~ 
cref4fe thb; Haph1ue{S, =d thu ~£ 
Society; they a1!t'd, if it was roffible we could have 
ankA or nny ::4tlIJlte:redte(1 
Refentment of the Welfare or Injury of others ; 

fuU%hd it eon51f:::::: aU hefe heritibaruts 
as Modifications of Self-love; and they.difcover'd 
a E'rreext, nt fr'a thikA hnity <.bf PrInciple, in 
that clofe Union of Intereft, which is fo obfervablc 
bttwixt PubHe anh each Iadivid":b.l. 
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the E:rperimmnm cruds, or that Experim~nt, which 
points out the Way we 1hould follow, in any Doubt 
or Ambiguity. We have found Inftances, wherein 
priVate Intereft. was feparate from public ; wherein 
it was even contrary: And yet we obferv'd the
moral Sentiment to continue, notwithftanding thi~ 
Disjuntlion ofInterefts. And wherever tbefediffinel 
Interefts fenfibly cOncur'd, we always found a fen
fible Encreafe of the Sentiment, and a more w~ 
Afteaion to Virtue, and Detei1:ation of Vice, or what: 
we properly call, GratinJe and Revenge. CempelJ'd 
by ~efe Intbnces, we mnft renounce the Theory" 
which accounts for every moral Sentiment by- the 
Principle of Self-lave. We muft adopt a more p1lb
lic .Aft'eilion, and allow, that the Interefts of Societ)f 
are not, even on their own Account, altogether indif
ferent to us. Ufefulnefs is only a Tendency to a cer· , 

tain End; and 'tis aContraditlion in Terms" that any: 
Thing pleares a~ Means to an End, where the End 

itfelf does no wayaffetl us. If therefore Ufefulnefa 
be ~ Source of moral Sentiment, and if this Ufeful
Defs be not always co~fider'd with a Reference to

Self; it follows, that every Thing, which contri. 
butes to the Happiners of SocietyJ recommends it
felf direaty to our Approbation and Good-will. 
Here is a. Principle. which accounts, in great Part, 
for the Origin of Morality: And what need we feek 

for 
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1IZ!Jy UT-ILIT. p/et1JU. 8;: 
fOr abftrofe, ud remote SyftemJ. waen there occurS' 
one fo obvious and Datural • ? 

HAVE we any Difficulty to comprehend the Force 
of Humanity and BcneYolence? Or to conceive,. 
that the very Afpefi of Happinefs, Joy, Profperity, 

gives Pleafure; that of Pain, SWFerance, Sorrow, 
communicates Uneafmefs? The human Countenance, 
fays HQrae, t, borr~s Smiles or Tears &om the: 
human Countenance:. Reduu a Penon to' Solitucfe. 
and he lofes all Enjoyment, except merely of the 
fpeculative Kind; and that be<;aufe the ,Movements 
of his Heart are not forwarded by correfpondent 

• 'Til needIdi te pall ear Relearchu Co Iv at 110 Ilk, wl, 
we have HllllllllilJ or a Fe11ow.fceliaa witll othen. 'Til fuffi;.. 
cieat, that th. ia experiene' d to be a Principle ill human N a,. 
tIIre. We moil floll' fOmewhcrc in our ElWlliIlation of CaufCl • 

• IIDd there are, in every Science, fome general Principles, beyollll: 
which we ca~ot hope te find any PriacipJe.mare pneral. Noo 
~ i, abfoJllle\y indifferent to the Happinef. and Mi£ery ·of 

_ others. The firft has a natural TClldeney to give Pleafure ; the 
fccond, Pain. - This eyery one IDay find in himfclf. It ill not 
probable, that thefe Principle. can be refolY'd into Principlee, 
snore Bmple and umverfal, whatCYCIAttemptt may haft been made 
ta that Purpo(e. Bllt if it were pe8lblc, it beJonp DOt to tk 
prefent ~Ilbjea; and we may !tcrc Cafely cODfider there Principles 
• oriliaal: Happy, if we caD reDder all the CODCequences filii. 
deDtly plaiD aDd per{P;CUOUI. 

t Uti ridentibUl arricicat.l ita 8cD~ a4f1tDt 
HaJIIUIi ,.""111, Hoa. 

Move.. . 
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SEC T I ON V. 

Movements ~in his Fenow-~a~res. The Sigry.,of 
. Sorrow and Mourning, tho' arbitrary, afred us ·with 

Melancholy; but the Batural Symptoms, Tears. 

and· Cries, and Groans, never fail to infufe Com. 
paSion and Uneafuu:G. And if the Melli of Mifery 

toach us in fo lively a Manner; can we 'befuppos'd 

altogether infenfible or indifrerent towardS its Cautes • 

when a malicious or treacherous Charaacr .and· Be

haviour is prefented to us ? 

Wa enter, I iliaU fuppofe, into a convenient, 

warm. weD-contriv"d Apartment: We' neeeffilrily. 
receive a PIcafate from its very Survey; beeaafe it 
prefents UI with the pleafing Ideas of Eafe, Sans
latHon, and EnJbyment. The hGfpitable, good
hwnour'd', humane LandlOrd' appears. This Cir

ftanc:e fureJy muft embeUilh the whole; nor can we 

ealily rorbear refleaing. with Pleafure, on the Sans

faaion ami Enjoyment~ which refalts to every elle: 

from his .lmercourfe and GOod-offices.. 

HIS whole. Family, by the. Freedom, Eare, 

~on1ideDce, and calm Satisfaaion, diffiu'd over 

their Countenances, fufficientIy exprefs their Hap
pinefs. I have a pleafing Sympathy in the Profpetl 

fif fomuch Joy, and can never confider the Source: 

of it, without the moft agreeable Emotions. 

HI 
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HI! ~ me, that an oppreBive and powerful 
Neighbour had attempted to clli'polfefs him of his 
Inheritance. and' had long difturb'd all his mnocent 
and fodal Enjoyments. I feel an immediate Indig

nationarife in me againft firch Violence and Injury. 
'-

BUT 'tis no Wonder, he adds, that a private 
WronJ fhould proceed from a Man. who had en
fJaY'd Provincei, depopulated Cities, and made the 
Field and SCalfold ftream with human Blood. I am 
huck with Horror at the ProfpeCl: of fo mucll 
Mifery. and am aauated .by theftrongeft Antipathy 
agaioft its Author. 

IN general, 'tis certain;' that wherever we go, 

whatever we reftea on or .convene about; every 
Thing ftill prefents us with the View of human Hap
pinefs or Mifery, and excites in our Breafts-a fym
pathetic Movement of Pleafur~ or Uneafme6. 1a 

ow ferious Occupations, in our carelc& Amufementl. 
Wa Principle ftiU exerts its atlive Energy. 

A MAli, wllo enters the Theatre, is immediately 
ftruck with the View of fo great a Multitude, par
ticipating of one common Amufement; and:ape. 
ricn~es. from their very MJ*l,. a mperior Senfibi-

IitJ 
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" SEC '1'1 0 N V. 
lity or Difpofition of being affeaed with every Self
Umot, which hO" Ow-ea with ~ Fellow-creatures. , . 

H~ obfervcs the Adora to be animated by th~ 
Appearance of a fQll A.dienee j and rais'd to a. 
Degree of EnthufiaIm, which dle.y ce.nnot coDUIla.nci 
in any (olitlUY orcalm Moment. 

&Vla.Y Movom.~t of the Theatre, by a IkillflU 
POQt, is commUllioatod. aJ it WUG by Magic, to the
Sp~ol'6, wb.o woep, trembl.. refeat, rejoice. and. 
~c enftam'd with all the Variety of PaffiolU. which

.... the ~al ferfoaagea of *' D.rama .. 

WSER.E any Eventcrofi"es our Willies, and mter-· 
1'IIpts the HapPinc.fs of the favCluri~ PerfoJlages •. we· 
feel- " fenfible Anxiety and Concern. But where 
their S.uiferings.procccd·from the Treachery, Cruelty 
or Tyranny. of an Enemy, our ~ lIJ1l ~ 

with tlae livaieft, Refentment againi the 41itbor of' 
there Calamities. 

'TIS here efteem'd contrary to the Rules of Art 
to reprefent any TlJjug COQl IUld, indiH'e.rent. A 
diftw Friend, or a ConfideDt, who lw no iJnm.odi-. . 
ate ~ntereftjft the Cataftrophe. ought, if poftiblc, tcf 

, be aveided by the Po~; !III coJlUlU1llicating a like 
Indif-
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Indifference to the Audience, and checking the 
Progrefs of the Paffions. 

No Species of Poetry is more entertaining than 
Paftoral; and everyone is fenfible, that the chief 
Source of its Pleafure arlfes from thofe Images of It 
gentle and tender Tranquillity, which it reprefents 
in its Perfonages, and of which it communicates a 
like Sentiment to the Readers. SannazarillJ, who 
transfer'd the Scene to the Sea-fhore, tho' he pre
rented the moft magnificent Objetl: in Nature, is 
confeft to have err'd in his Choice. The Idea of 
Toil, Labour, and Danger, fufFer'd by the Fifher: 
men, is painful, by an unavoiaable Sympathy, which 
attends every Conception of human Happinefs or 
Mifery. 

WHEN I was twenty, fays a "French Poet, Ovid 

was my Choice: Now I am forty, I declare fo~ 

Horace. We enter, to be fure, more readily into 

Sentiments, that refemble thofe we feel every Mo
ment: But no Paffion, when well reprefented, can 
be altogether indi1fererit to us; becaufe there is 
Done, of which every Man has not wit,hin him, at 
leaft, ,the Seeds and firft Principles. 'Tis the Bufi
ncfs, of Poetry to approach every Objetl: by lively 
Imagery and Defcription, and make it look liko 
Truth and Reality: A certain Proof, that wherever 

that 
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90 SEC 'r ION v. 
that Reality is found, our Minds are difpos'd to be 
ftrongly afFeaed by it. 

ANY recent Event or Piece of News, by which 
the Fortunes of States, Provinces or many Indivi
duals, are afFeCled, is extremely interefting even to 
thofe whofe Welfare Is not immediately engag'd. 
Such Intelligence is propagated wit.~ Celerity, heard 
with Avidity, and enquir'd into with Attention and 
Concern. The Interefts of Society appear, on this 
OccaGon, to be, in fome Degree, the Interefts of 
each Individual~ The Imagination is furc ~ be &f
retted; tho' the Paffiona excited may not always b~ 
fo ftrong and fteady as to have great Influence on the 
Conduct and Behaviour. 

THE Perufal or a Hiftory feems a calm Entertain. 
ment; but would be no Entertainment at all, did 
not our Hearts beat with correfpondent Movements 
, to thofe defcribed by the Hiftorian. 

l£hllryJitks and GllicriarJiIl fupport with Difficulty 
our Attention, while the former defcribes the trivial 
Rencounters of the {mall Cities of Grete" and the 
latter the harmIefs Wars of Pya. The few Penons 
interefted, and the fmall Intereft 611 not the Imagi
nation, and CDgage not the Aff'ettions. . 'I'he deep 
Diftrefs of the numerQUI .AI!;m;." Army before S.J~ 

rfWIft I 
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1I'hy UTILITY pltafts. ,I 
"4t11/t; the Danger, which fo nearly threatens 
Ymirt; thcfe excite Compamon; thefe move Terror _ 

. -and Anxiety. 

THE indiffi:rent, uninterelling Stile of St«m;ru, 

equally with the maIlerly Pencil of <Tarihu, may 
convmce us of the cruel Depravity of Nt" or <[";. 
Imiru: But what a Difference of Sentiment I While 

the former coldly relates the Fa8:s ; and the latter 
fets before our Eyes' the venerable Figures of a 
S,Iramu and a <Thra/ta. intrepid in th.ir Fate, and 
only mov'd by the melting Sorrows of their .Friends 
.nd Kindred. What Sympathy then touches every 
human Heart I What Indignation againft the in

human Tyrant, whofe caufelefs Fear or unprovok'd. 
Malice, gave rife to futh detellable Barbarity ! 

IF we bring there Subjelts nearer: If we remove 
all Sufpicion of Filtion and Deceit: What powerful 
Concern is excited, and how much fuperior, in 
many Inllances, to the narrow Attachments of Self. 
love and private Interell! Popular Sedition, Party 
Zeal, a dev~ted Obedience to. faltious Leaden; 
there are rome of the moll viftble, tho' left laudable 

EfIeas of this Cocial Sympathy in -human Nature. 

Tn 
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THE Frivoloufne& of the Subjea too, we may 
obferve, is not able to det~ch us entirely from what 
carries anImage of human Sentiment and Aft"eilion. 

WHEN a Perfon ilutters, and pronounces with 
Difficulty, we even fympathize with this trivial Un
ealinefs, and fuft"er for him. And 'tis a Rule in 
Criticifm, that every Combination of Syllables or 
Letters, which gives rain to the Organs of Speech 
in the Recital, appears alfo, from a Species of Sym

pathy, harlh and difagreeable to the Ear. Nay,. 
when we run over a Book with our Eye, we are 
fenfibl: of fuch unharmonious Compofition; be
caufe we run imagine, that a Perfon recites it to US;"" 

and flUfers from the PronuJl(;iation of there jarrina 
Sounds. So delicate is our Sympathy! 

EASY and unconftrain'd· Poilures and. Motions 
are -always beautiful: An Air of Health and Vigour 

is agreeable: Cloaths, that warm, without burthen
ing the Body ; that cover, without imprifoning the 
Limbs, are well-fallDon'd. In every Judgment of 

Beauty, the Sentiments and Feelings of tile. Perrons 
aft"eaed enter into .Confideration, and communicate 

to the SpealItors fimilar Touches of Pam or Plea-
(~ 
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Why UTILITY pleafes. 93 
lUre *, What Wonder, then, if we can pronounce 
no Sentence concerning the Charaaers and Con
dua of Men without confidering the Tendencies or 
their Aaioas, and the Happinefs or Mifery, which 
thence arifes to SOciety 'i What Alfociation of 
Ideas would ever qperaee, were .thatPrinciple here 

totally intClive t ? 

• D«mi. Ifllfll ., ajlrith f-"t iNa; fld i •• wl«ilr. 
1',,"_ .JItlIu fit atbllt., "'jll' Nuert" _,it.,;. 'IIInjJit'J 
i .. c"ta"';"; parati".. NlIlIIfllall ,I/illl {peclea .6 utilltate __ 
ditllr. Sid bot pid"" Ji{tmrlr' _iti jllaic;" ':/I. Q!!intiIiaD laft. 
Lib.' B. ClIp. 3. . 

t In Proportion to the Stationwbicb I Man pofl'efl'es, Iccord. 
ial to the llelatioDl ia wbicb be is plac'd; we alwa,. expetl; from 
him I crater or lef_ Decree of Good, lad wben c1ifappoiatcd. 
Id.me bis Inatility ; mel milch mare, 010 we ,blame bim, if • .,. 
Dl or Prejudice .rifel (rem his ConIiuft and Behniour. When the 
Intfrefts of one Country iaterfcre with tbofe of anotber, we 
cRimate the'Meritsof. Statefman by the Good or III, which te. 

faits to bit ewn Country from hi. Meafum .nd Councils, withotat 
RCCarcl to tbe Prejudice he briop on it. Enemin anoI Rivals. His 
Fellow-citi&CDI arc the Obj«b, wbicb lie netreft tbe Eye, While 
we dctcrmiac bis Char.aer. And •• Nature ha. implaotccl ia 
eftI'J Doe. fuperior Affeaian to his own CouIIIt'J, we never ez
pea IDy Reprd to aidant N~oDl, where_the fmalle! Competition 
trifea. Not to meation, tbat while every MaD confultt the Gooa 
of hi, own Community, we arc fen6ble, that the cenera! Interclt 
of Mln/cind it Mtkr promotccl, diu b), an)' Ioafe indetcrmiatte 
Vic .. to the GaM of. s,eciea, Whence.DO bcae6cial Aftioo cowd 
_ Hfult, for want of I dul, limitccl Objetl. OIl wllich they 
couW acrt thClllfc1vu, 

.IF 
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94 SEC T ION V. 

JF any Man, from a cold Infenftbility, or narrow 
Selfi1hnefs of Temper, is unaft"eaed with the Images' 
of human Happinefs OF Mifery, he md be equally 
indifferent to the Images of Vice and Virtue: Iu 
.on the other Hand, 'tis ilways {ouod, that a warm 
Concern for the I nter.ells of our Species is attended 
with a delicate Feeling of all moral DiftinaioDs ; a 
Arong Refentment of Injury done to Men; a lively 
.Approbation of their Welfare. In this Particular, 
tho' great S1,lperiority is obfervable of one Man 
above another; yet Done are fo entirely indifferent 

. to the Intereft of their Fellow-creatures, as to per
ceive no Diftinaions of moral Good and Evil, in 
confequcnce of the different Tcmdencies of Aaions 
and Principles. How, indeed, can we fuppofe it 
pollible of any o,!e, w~o wears a human Heart, 
that, if there be fubjeCied to his Cenfure. op,e Cha
raCier Or Syftem of CondllCi, which is beneficial, 
and another, which is pemiciOlls, to his Species or 

Community; he will not (0 much as giv.: a cool 
Preference to the former, or afcribe to it the fma1left 
Merit or Regard 1 Let us fllppofe fuch a Perfon 
ever fo felfifh ; let private Intereft have ingroft ever 
fo much liis Attention i y.:t in Infrances, where 
that is not concern'd, he muft unavoidably feelfoMII 

Propenftty to the Good of Mankind, and make it 
an ObjeCi of Choice, if every Thing elfe be equal. 

Would. 
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Why UTILITY plUlfil. 9S 
Would any Man,. that is walking alone, tread juft 

as willingly on another's gouty Toes, whom he has 

AO ~rel 'with, as on the hard Flint and ,Pave
ment ? There is here furely a Difference in the 

Cafe. We furely take into Confideration the Hap

pinefs and Mifery of others; in weighing the feveral 
Motives of Atlion, and incline to the former, where 
no private Regards draw us to' feek our own Pro

motion or Advantage by the Injury of our Fellow

Creatu::-es And if the Pri:tdples of Humanity arc 

capable, i~ many Inftances, of inJiuencing our 

Aaion~ they muft, at all Times, have jollie Autho-

, rity over our Sentiments, and give us a gtnerat Ap

probation of what is uf.:ful to Society; and Blame 
of what is dangerous or pernicious. The Degrees 
of thefe Sentiments may be the Subjetl of Contro

verry, but the Rea!iti pf their E.xillenee, one filould 

think, mull be admitted, in every Theory or Syftem. 

A CREATURE, abfolutely m:llicious and {piteful~ 

were there any fuch in Nature, mull be wOlfe than 

incillferent to the Images of Vice and VIrtUe. All 

his Sentiments muR: be inverted, and direaIy oppo;. 

fite to thofe, which prevail in the human Species. 

WhateVer contributes to the Good of Mankin" as 
it croKes the conllant Bent of hi. Wilbes and De

fire~, Inu.'!: produce Uneauncfs and Difapprobation ; 
and on the contrary, whatever is the Source of Dif-

order 
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.C)6 SEC T ION V. 
order and Mifery in Society, Dluft, for the fame 
Reafon, be reprded with Pleafurc and Complacency. 

fJ'i_", who probably from his affected Spleen, more 
trum any inveterate Malice, -was, denominated the 

~an-hater, embrac'd AJt:ih~, 'tis faid, witll great, 
FondneCs. Go OIf, II!Y Boy! cries he, AcfJUire lIN 

c-fitk"" of lIN Pe_;le: rOIl ~i/l OIIe ».y, lflre

./«, he tIN Ca-ft if l"'tzt CJ.lIIities to them •• Could 

we admit the two Principles of the Mankh.eIl1lJ, 'tis 

an infallible Confeqa~nce, that their Sentiments of 
hwnan Actions, as well w of every Thing elfe"muft 
be 'tOt:llly oppofite ; and that evx:ry Inftance ef 

Juilice and Humanity, &om its neceffary Tendency, 

muil p1eafe the ORe Deity, and difplcafe the other., 
All Mankind fo far refemole the good Principle, 

that wh.ere Intereil or Revenge or Envy perverts not 

our Difpofition, we are always enclin'd, from our 

natural Philanthropy, to give the Preference to the 

Happinefsof Society, and confequently to Virtue, 
above its oppofite. Abfolate, unprovok'd, difmter
eiled Malice has never, perhaps, Place in any human 

Breaft; or if it had, mail there pervert all the Sell-

, timents of Morals, as well as the Peelings of Huma. 

nity. If the Cru,elty of Nm be allo~'d altogether 
voluntary, and not rather the E1fect of ~OnftaDt 
Fear and Refentment; 'tis evident, that fJ'igellillllJ' 

• ~tarcJa ia .ita Ale. 
preferably 
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WjY UTILITY pkafts. 97 
preferably to Smeca or Burrhlll, muff have po{feft 

hii fteady and uniform Approbation. 

A STATESMAN or Patriot; that ferves oar ow. 
Country, in· our own Time, has always a more 
pallionate Regard paid him, than one whofe bene· 

ficial. Influence operated on diflant Ages or remote 

Nations; where the GoOd, refultin~ from his gene
rous Humanity, being lefs conneaed ·with 115, (eems 

more ob!cure, and aJFeas us with a lefslively Sym
pathy. We may own the Merit to be equally great, 
tho' our Sentiments are not rais'd to an equal 

Height, in both Cafes. The Judgment here cor
reas the Inequalities of our internal Emotions and 
Perceptions; in like Manner, as it preferves us fi·om 
Error, in the feveral Variations of Images, p~efented 
to our· external Senfes. The fame Objefl, at a 
double Diftance, really throw, ort the Eye it PiCture 
of but half the Bulk; and yet we imagin: it ap
pears of the fame Size in both Situations ; beGauf.: 
we know, that, on our Approach to it, its Ima:;e ' 

would expand on the Senfes, and that the Di!ference 
- confUls not iIi the Objea itfelf, but in our Pofitiotl 

with regard to it. And, indeed, without fuch Cor
rection of Appearances, both in internal and exter
Jlal Sentimellf, Men could. never think or talk 
lleadily on any Subjefr; while their fluttuating SI
tIslfltions prod\lce a continual Variation on Objefu, 

F an~ 
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91t v. ... 
apd throw them iDto fuch diH'erel\t and contrary 
Lights anti. PofitioDS •• 

THE more we converfe with Mankind, and the 

greater fodal Entercourfe we maintain, the more 
will we be familiariz'd to thefe general Preferenees 

and Diftinaions. without which our Converfation 

and Difcourfe could fcarcely be render'd intelligible 

to each other. Every Man's Intereft is peculiar to 

himfelf, and the: Averfions and'Defires,' which re
fult from it, cannot be fuppos'd to afF'ea others in a 

• For a like Reafon, the Tendencies of AaionJ and ChI-
-flfters, not their real accidental ClDfequences, are alone re

carded in Ollr moral Determinations 01' general Jlldgments; tb9' 
ill ollr real Feeling or Sentiment, we canont help paYUlg sreater 
Rtgard to one whore Stati~n, join'd to Virtue, nnden flim 
reaDy ufeful to Society, thaD to one, wbo exert. the fociai Vir' 
tues only in good Intentions and beaCYllknt Affi:tlions. Separate 
inl the Charalter from the Fortune, by an cary and necelfarJ 
Effort of Tlwu,ht, we pronounce there Penon. alike, aad pte 
them the fame general PraiCe. The Judgmeat correas or ea. 
deavours to corrclt the Appearance I But is not able entirelJ
to prevail over Sentiment. 

Why is this Peach-t1'ee raid to be better than that other; but 
beeaoCe it produces more or better Fruit? And would not the 
lime Praue be given it, tho' Snail, or Vermin bad deftroy'd the 
Fruit, before it came to full Maturity ~ In Morals too, is not 

Ibe-'1',td'lO'fI"'~J the Fruit! And cannot we ealily diftiaJUilh 
betwixt Nature and Accidcllt. in the one Cafe as well a8 ill the 
ether 1 .. 

like 
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Why UTILITY 1k'aJi1. 
Ulce negree. General Language: therefore, being 
fonn'd for general Ufe, maft be moulded. on fome 
more general Views, and muR: affix the Epithets of 
Praife or Blame, in Conformity to Sentiments, 
which arife from the general Interefts of the Com_ 

.MUnity. And if thefe Sentiments, in moft Men, 
be aot fo tlrong as thofe, which have a Reference 

to private Good; yet ftill they muft make fome 
.Diftintiion, even in Perfons the moft deprav'd and 
feWh; and muft a~ch the Notion of Good to a 
beneficent Conduti, and of Evil to the contrary. 
Sympathy, we {hall allow, is much fainter than our 
Concern for Ourfelves, and Sympathy with Perfons, 
remote from us, much fainter than that with Perf on" 

near and contiguous; but for this very Keafon, 
'tis necea-ary for us, in our calm Judgments l!-nd 

Difcourfe concerning the Characters of Men, to 
negleti all thefe Differences, ana render our Senti~ 
ments more public and focial. Befides, that we 
Ourfelves often change our Situation in this Parti
cular, we every Day meet with Perfons, who are in a 
different Situation from as, and who could never con
verfe with us on any reafonable Terms, were we to 
remain conftantly in that Pofition and Point of View, 
which is peculiar to OurfeIf. The Entercoarfe of 
Sentiments, therefore, in Society and Converfation 
makes us form fome general, inalterable Standard, 

by which we may approve or difapprove of Cha-
F z ratters 
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'bo S'E C T ION V. 

6aaers "and Manners. And tho' the Heart takes not 
l'art cl'ltire1y with -thofe general Notions, nor regu
_iates all its Love and Hatred, by the nniverfal, ab
ilraa Differences of Vice and Virtue, without re
gard .to Self or the Perfons, with whom we are more 
immedmtcly cormeaed; yet have -thefe moral Dif. 

ferences a confiderable Influence, and ben;g fuftici· 

ent, at leaf1:, for Difcourfe, ferve all our Purpofes in 

Company, in the Pulpit, on the Theatre, and in 
the Schools •• 

1'H't1S, in whateTer Light we take this Subjea, 
.the Merit, afcrib'd to the facial Virtues. appears 

.rull lomiform, and arifes chiefly from that Regard, 

-which the natural Sentiment of Benevolence engages 

us to pay to the Interef1:s of ¥ankind and Society. 
If we confider the Principles of the human Make; 

{uch as they appear to daily Experience and Obfer-

.. 'Tis wifely ordain'd by Naturt, that private CoRnelOollS 
4J,oluld commonly prevail over univerf.1 Views and CollfideratiollS ; 
otherwife our Affeaions and A8ions would be diffipated and 
loll, for Want of a proper limited Obje8. Thus a {ma1\ B.-nefit 
done to Oune\ves, or our near Friends, excites more lively Sen
timents 01" Love and.Approbation than a great Benefit to. diftant 
Common-wealth I But Rill we know here, IS in all the Senfet, 
to correa thefe Inequalities by Refleaion, and retain a general 
Standard of Vice aIM Virtue, foundedchie/ly 011 geqeral UCefaI. 
_fs. 

vation-. 
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noon; we muft, II p'';(Jri, conclude it impoffible for 

fitch It Creature as Man to be totally inclliferent too 

the Well or Ill-being of his Fellow-creatures, and 
not readily, of himfelf, to pronoun~e, where no

thing gins him any particular Byafs, that what pro

motes their Happinefs is good, what tends to their 
Mifery is evil, without any farther Regard or Con-' 

fideration. Here then are the faint Rudiments, at 

leall, or Outlines, of a general Dill-inaion betwixt" 

Atlions ; and in Proportion as the Humanity of the 
Penon is fuppos'd to encreafe, his Connexion to

shofe injur'd or benefited, and 'his lively ConceptioIr 
of their Mifery or Happinefs ; his confequent Cen-
rore or Approbation acquires propOrtionable Force 

and Vigour. There is no Necefiity, that a generou,i. 

Aaion, barely mention'd in an oM Hiftory or remote 

Gazette, fhould communic~te any fuong Feelings of 
Applaufe and Admiration. Virtue, plac'd at fuch :1' 

DiftaJ'lCe, is like a fixt Star, which, tho', to the Ef.! 
of Reafon. it may appear as luminous as the Sun ill' 
his Meridian, is {o infinitely remov'd, as to ar.eCb 

the Senfes, neither with Light nor Heat. Bring this 

Virtue nearer, by our Acquaintance or Connexion' 

with the Perfons, or even by an eloquent N arrat:ol1 

and Recital of the Cafe; our Hearts are immediately 
taught. our Sympathy en1iven'~, and Olll' cool Ap
probation converted into the warmeft Sentiments of 
FQendfhip and Reprp. Thefe {cern necefi'aiy and 

F 3 infaUiblc 
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infallible Confequences of the general Principles of 
human Nature. as difcover'd in common Life and. 
Praaice. ' 

AGAIN; reverfe thd-e View, and Reafonings: 

Confider the Matter a pojferiori; and weighing the 
Confequerices. enquire. if the Merit of all focial 
Virtue is not deriv'd from the Fe.lings of Humanity. 

with which it aJfe£ls the Spe&tora. It appears to be 

Matter of Faa. that the Circumftanc:e of UtililJ. 

,i.n all Subjefu.l is a Source of Pralle and Approba

tion: That itj is coaftantly appeal'd to i. all moral 

Deafion. concerning the Merit and Demerit of 
Aaions: That it is the flle Source of that high B.e

lard paid to Juftic:e. Fidelity, Hono~r, Allegiance 
and Chaftity: That it i..s infeperable from all the 
other focial VirtlH:s of Humanity, Generonty. Cha

rity, AfFability, Lenity. Mercy aM Moderation: 

And in a Word, that it. is the Foundat,ion of the 

chief Part of Morals. which has a Reference to 
Mankind and Society. 

IT appears alfo, in our general Approbation or 

Jlldgm(':1t of Charat1er~ and Manriers, that the ufe

ful Tendency of thefocial Virtues 'moves us not by 

~ny Regards to Self-intereft, but ha$. an Influence 

mue}} more univerfal and extenfive. It appean, 

that a Tendency to public ~oocl, and tc? the pro-

JIlotiDS 
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Why UTILITY pleafos. 103 
moting of Peace. Harmony, and Concord in So

ciety, by affeCting the benevolent Principles of our 

Frame, engages us on the Side of the focial Virtues. 
And it appears, as an additional Confirmation, that 

thefe Principles of Humanity and Sympathy enter 
(0 deep into all our Sentiments, and have fo power

ful an Influence, as I may enable them: to excite the 
ftrongeft Cenfure and Applaufe. The prefent 

Theory is the firnple Refult of all thefe Inferences, 

each of which feerns founded on uniform Experience 

and Obf:rvation. 

WERE it douhtflll, whether there was any.fuch 
Principle in our Nature as Humanity or a Concern 

for others, yet when we fee, in numberlefs Inftances. 
that, whatever has a Tendency· to promote the In

terefts of Society, is fo highJy approv'd of. we OIIght 

uence to leam the Force of the benevolent Principle I 

fince 'tis impoftible for any Thing to pleafe as Meaaa 
to an End. whc:re the End itfelf is totally indifferent: 

On the other Hand, were it doubtful. whether there 

w~, implanted in our Natures, any general Prin

ciple of moral Blame and Approbation. yet when 

we fee, in numberlefs Inftances. the Influence of 

Humanity, we ought thence to coftc1ude, that 'tis 

impoffible, . \lut that c'lery Thing, which pronlotes 

the' Interefts of Society, mut communicate Pleafure, 

and what is pezuicious give UneafmcC.. But when 
F ... thefe 
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104- SEC T ION V. 
theft: different ReSeClions and Obfervations concur 
in eftablilhing the fame Conclufion, muft they not 

bt:llow an undifputed Evidence upon it 1 

'TIS hcwever ~op'd, that the Progrefs of this Ar

zument will bring a farther Confirmation of the pre

ft:Ilt Theory. by Jhowing the Rife of other Senti

ments of Efteem and Regard from the fame or like 
Prillciples. 

SEC T. 

Digitized by Google 



( 105 ) 

*~ SEC T I ON VI. 

Of Qy A LIT I E s ujeful to Ourjelves. 

PAR T I. 

N OT H I N G is more ufuaI, than for Philofo

l'hers to encroach upon the Province of Gram

marians; and to engage in Difputes of Words, while 

they imagine, that they are handling Controverfi~s 

of the deepeft Importance. and Concern. Thus, 

were we here to affert or to deny, that alllOmtaUe 

!<.!!alifies of the Mir.d 'Wert fa he cDl1jider'J as Virtues or 

.3ral Attrihute~ • . many wouU :.magine, that we had 

enter'd upon one of the profoundcft Speculations of' 

Ethi~s i tho'. 'tis. probable! all the .while, tha.t the 
grcatcft Part of the Difpute would be 'found entirely
. verbal. To avoid, therefOFC, all fri~-olous Subtlticr, 

and Altercations, 'asmuch as pollible, we fhall co~
tent Ourfclves '!lith obferving. jirfl, that, in co;:unon 
Life, the. Sentiment'S I)~ Cenltire or A·pprobation .. 
produc'd by menta1'~Q!!alities of every Kind,' a;e 

. : , F 5 very 
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vEry filnilar ; and jecondly, that aU antient Moralills, 

(the hefl: Models) treating of them, make little 

DitfETennE ~Lrnor'dft thrm, 

FIR S 'T. It feems certain, that the Sentiment 

r,f con4dious 'iVort'i, the . n-llil_,'." "".LUI:un 
from' a Review of a Man's own ConduCt and Cha

raCter, it feerns certain, fay, that SendmerLt. 

tho' the m'en comrnon Df all nthers" has no 

proper Name in our Language *, ariEes from lhe 
d:ndnwment, vf C,u"rage Dnd IndtzSf:ry and 

Ingenuity, as well as from any other ~ental Excel-
on t.i.e ±;,ther Hand, nm 

mortify'd with refleCting on his own FoUy or DifiO

lutener" and feels not a fEtt,et StiDg Ott £'U""11""·'LL1UZ', 

--'whenever his Mcmolj' prefents any pail Occurence. 

titiheg·o he tiVtav'd with 0, Ill-mooner, 
No Time can efface the cruel Ideas.of a Man's own 

fll-conduCt, etr Affionts,i',hich Vow"rdice 
Impudence have broudht upon him, They ftill 

a bad Sen(,,; 
'iot Sen',"'unt (',ms bJt§z±±l'ent, ,nd m'J eitYit, good 
b.ad ,according IS ~ is well or ill founde4, and according to the 
"ther lttrcum£L"nces, ,hat it. Fr",,, exp±±hl' 
this Sentiment by the Term, amo*r pr'pre, but as they alto ex
hrc{~Sz:lf-loye as well aaVanity, by the fame Tenn, thete arifes 
1th~, gre,t Conf''Yi·JA ia V'Yikj,etnult. JlWt:w of 
lPOral Writera. 
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haunt his folitary Hours, damp his moil: afpiring 
Thoughts, 1Uld !how him, even to himfelf, in the 
mod contemptible and moil: odious Colours imagin

able. 

WHAT is there too we are more anxious to conceal 
hm others than fuch Blunders, InJirmities, and 
Meannelfes, or more dread to have expos'd by Rail

lery and Satyre? And is not the chief Objefi of . 
Vanity, our Bravery. or Learning, our'Wit or Breed. 
ing, our Eloquence or Addrefs, our Tafteor Ability? 
Thefe we difplay widt Care, if not with Oil:entation ; 

and commonly !how more Ambition of excelling in 
them, than .even in the focial Virtues themfelves, 

whicK are. in Reality, of fuch fuperior Excellence. 

Good-nature and Honefty, efpecially the latter, are 
-fo indifpenfibly requir'd, that, tho' the greateft Cen

Cure attends any Violation of thefe Duties, no emi
nent Praife follows fuch common Inil:ances of them~ 
as feem elft:ntial to. the Support of human Society. 

And hence the Reafon, in my Opin!on. why, tho' 

Men often praife fo liberally the Qgalities of their 

Heart, they are !hy of commending the Endowments 
of their Head; becaufe the latter Virtues, being fup
pos'd more rare and extraordinary, are obferv'd to be 
·the more ufual Objefis of Pride and Self-conceit; 

and. when boafted of, beget a ftrOng Sufpicion of thefe 
Sentiments. 

~l' 
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'TIS hard to tell, whether you hurt a Man's Cha
rafler moLl by calling him a l(nave or a Coward, and 
whether a beaftly Glutton or Drunkard he not as 
odious and contemptible as a fel£lh, ungenerous 

Mifer. Give me my Choice; and.1 would rather, 
for my own Happinefs and Self-enjoyment, have a 

friendly, humane Heart than poffefs all the other. 

Virtues of D_jlbntl and Philip united: But I would 

rather pafs with the World for one endow'd with cx
tl!nfive Genius and intrepid Courage, and fuould 

.thence expefl ftronger Inftances of general Applaufe 

and Admiration. The Figure a Man makes in Life, 

the Reception he meets with in Company, theEfteem 
paid him by his Acquaintance; all thefe Advantages 

Aepend as much upon his good Senfe and Judgment 

.as upon any other Pan of his Charafler. H~ a 

.Man the heLl Intentions in the World, and were the 
fartheft remov'd from all Injuftice and Violence, he 

'WOUld never be able to. make himfelf be much re. 
garded, without a moderate Share, at leaft. ofPana 

.and Un.terftanding. 

WHAT. is it then we can here difpute about? J£ 
Senfc and Courage, Temperance and Induftry, 

Wit and Knowledge confelfedly form a coniidera!>le 
Part of per:folllll Merit; if a Man poffeft of them is 
"oth better fatisfy'd with himfelf, and better entitl~ 
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to the Good-will, Efteem, and Services of others, 

than one entirely devoid of them; if, in fhort, the 
Sentiments be funilar, that arife ff(.)m thefe Endow

"ments and from the focial Virtues ; is there any Rea

fon for being fo extremely fcrupulous about a W,ri, 

or doubting whether they are entitled to the Deno

mination of Virtue * ? It may, indeed, be pre

tended, that the Sentiment-of Approbation, which 
. "thofe Accompllihments produce, befides its being in

ferior, is ilio fomewhat iiferent from that, which 
attends the Virtues of Juftice and Humaniiy. But 

this feems not a fufficient Reafon for rankirig them 

entirely under diiferent Clalres and Appellations. 

The Charaaer of Cellii' and that of em, as drawn 

by Salujl, are both" of them virtUOIlS, in the ftriaeft 
Senre of the Word; but in a different Way: Nor 

are the Sentiments entirel, the fame." which" arife 

from them. The one produces Love; the other, 

." It teems to me, that in 0\11' Lansuagr, CoIll'lBe, Tempe. 
,ance, InduAry, Frugality, f!lt. according to popular Stile, Ire 
caU'd Yirtllll; but when a Maa is {aid to be '<1;,1"0"', ar it c\cao
rninllted a M.o of Virt'Jc, we chidly regard hi. {uc:ial ~tiea. 
'Tis needle{s for a moral, philofophical Difcourfe to cater inta 
all thefe Caprice. of Laoguace, which are'" \,.ri.lllc in cMferent 
DialeBs, and in difterent Ages of the fame" Dialeft. The Sm
limultl of Men, beiag morc uniform, u well as DIose impouaat, 
are a fiuer SubjeB of SppculaLioD' Tho' at the fame Time, we 

Jnay juA obfe,ve, that wherner the {ocial Virtues are talk'd of. 
-til' plaiDly imploy'd, by this DiftiaaillD, that lb-, are alii 

"«hCl Vmueaof .4J1rerutNatllrc:. .:." , , 

'" Efte~: 

Digitized by Google 



110' SECTJO VI. 

hIfteem: Thy: one amiahle ; otileY: awIei : 

could willi to meet the one Character in a Friend» 

other bo :3mbiLit:;us in O:;R'zelvt,,,, 

Iii like Manner the Approbation, which attends na-

tural Abilide" or hIempeoence Ind"ltry, may 

fomewhat different from that which is paid to the 

focial A irtu:;, , wittuut theIO of 

different Species. And indeed, we may obferve,' 

d,at na"_,,al JLfities, no t""re '~,'n otu"" 

Virtuest produce not, '3.l1 of them, the fame Kind of 

l'pprofatioXl. GDeu! Seuf", anh beg"" dfte""" 

Dnd R",~;ard: Wit &'ld Humour excite Love and Af

fection *. 
MOik'ik 

.' tum aad uZTeem atarh the PaBie,', aad ffe;~em 
fimil.r CauCes. _The Q...ualities, which F.oducc both,. a~ {uch as 
",ommffe"ute R'I"afur" But where eilis Pleet''ue II If¥ere 
I'erious i or wtere ite ubje£l: greg and geues.a R'gng I~ 
peftioD, or· where it producesaDY Desrce of Humility an~ 
"owe.,' all ,tefe C,Ki,e, the uaBioe, whict eriCes feom 
·Plea!ure, is more properly dcnoIQioateQ Efteem than Love. Be
'lfe:,elfee:g att"t"''' bOfh But c:mmlfutei lfith Lo", a mo,o 
_neD! Dell'ee, The" fcmt" to be ££ell a £Ztgtger 1:,lfieture 
'Pride in Contempt than of Hwnility in Eftecm ; and the Reafoo. 
'iliffWdTlf£ be ",j£T,ultg eoe, ftudJ'd acctme,ely PaBiotu, 
All thefe various Mixtures aad Compolitions and Appeaneces of 
Sentiment fqrm a very curious Subjeet of Speculation, but are
mide 'f£ fur petltut PezE'efe. ,hro'oet zhere EfZays, alw,,,,lf 
confider in general, what Q!alitics are a S,bjeet of Pnife or of 
Ccnfu", witkefzefz entzezizeg iut'f,§U the gi'fute hZilit"fCCD'f%Ce of STD_ 
iimcIiI, whiehZ they nid"Et, that Ehatt"feZ i. Cfelf~ 
• \cIZIIl' cl .. 
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Man People. I believe, wiil naturany, without 
Premeditation, aff'ent to the Definition of the elegant 
and judicious Poet. 

Virtue (for mere Good-nature is a Fool) 
Is Senfe and Spirit, with.Humanity *. 

W HA T Prete~fi:ons 'has a Man to our generous Af

&lance or Good-offices, who has· difiipated his' 
W.ealth in profufe Expences, idle Vanities, chimeri. 

cal Projects, di1folute Pleafures, or elCtravagant 
Gaming? Thefe Vices (for we fcrupic not to calf 

them fuch) bring Mifery unplty>d, and Comempton 
f!Very one addiaed to them . 

.A C H./E US, a wife and prudent Prince, feD 

into a fatal Snare, which coft him hjs Crown and 

Life. after having us'd every reafonable Precaution ... 
to guard himfelf againft it. On that Account, fays 
the Hiftorian, he is a juft Objea of Regard anel 
Compafiion: His Betrayers alone of Hatred and 

Contemptt· 

team'e1, is aIro clilIik'cI, as well .. what is hated; IJ&cI we here 
eneleavour to take ObjCa., according to their ~oft 'limpie Views 
and Appi=aranm. TheCe Sciences are but t~ apt to appear.ab
ftnll: to common Readen. even with all the PlICCautioD~ we ctll 
take to'c1C31' them from fuperftuous Speculations, ad briDg them 
tloWD to' every Capacity. '" 

• The Art of PRCcniDS HeIldI. look 4: - t PolybiDl. 
Id..,. 8. Cap. I. \ 

TH. 

3 
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THE Flight anh improoident 

gence of Pomp6,J, at the Beginning of the civil Wars, 

oppeoI'd foth notGIious hlundGIS to 

pall'd his Friendihip towards that great Man. In the 
famt Nhann,G', fay~ he, W GftIi of DY~ , 

t:ency, or Difcretion in a Miflrifs are fllU"" to alienilte 
our,4jfe!1ioGs. FGI fo hH him£df, mhere 

talks, not in the Charalfrer of a Philofopher, but in 
that of a Statefman and Man ths W orid," to 
drieztd .AttkG5·. 

tl'\G famG Cicsr%5, in Imitation of all 
the antient Moralifts. when he reafol),S as a Philofo. 

dher, verh mud, his Ideas 

comprehends every laudable ~ality or Endowment 

5,,( thy Mirth, unl'I5 thrr honGrrablt Ap[\GIIatiozG 

The Prudmct~ explain'd \n his Offices t. is that Sa. 

whiN\ leads to thE DifGG,'ery 

preferves. us from Error an~_ ~iftakc._ Magnanimity, 
S[empsnSSlce, at difGoury 'II 
of. And as that eloquent Moralift follow'd the com-
'tYlOn YG2eiv'd Divificsri' ad oh'e dirtUH5~ 

Qjlr facial Pijtics form bqt onc Head, in the general. 
ldiftrihHtioo hh 

• ro.. t 1 .• 6. 
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WE need only perufe the Tides of Chapters in 
Arijlafh's Ethics to be convinc'd, that he ranks Cou. 
Age, Temperance, Magnificence, Magnanimity, 

• Modefty, Prudence, and a manly Fr.eedom ~ongil 
the Virtues, as wen as Juftice and Friendfuip. 

To fufla;'1 and to a"flain, that is, to be patient and 

continent, appear'd to fome of the Antients,. a fum

mary Comprehenfion of all Morals. 

E p' IC 'T E'T US has fcarce ever mentioned the 

Sentiment of Humanity and Compaffion, but ill 

order to put his Difciples 011 their G~ard againft it. 
The Virtue of the Stoics feems to confUl: chiefly in a 

Jirm Temper and a found Underftanding. With them, 

as with Sal()m()n and the Eaftem Moralifts, Follyanel 

Wifdom are equivalent to Vice and Virtue. 

MEN will praife thee, fays Da<rJiJ·, when thou 
doft well unto thyfelf I hate a wife Man, fays the 

Gree~ Poet, who is Ilot wife to himfelf t. 

P L U'T ..I R C H. is no more crampt by Syftems 

in his Philofophy than in his Hillory. Where 110 
compares the great Men of Grtece and R1J"", he fairl, 

• PCalm49th. t Y"-ntlr"or1c 11&_"'''' ~ 
.pud Luciaaum. Apolop pra Dacrceu COIIII~au. 
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fets in Oppo~tion all their Blemilhes and Accorn

plilhments of whatever Kind, and omits nothing 

confiderable, that can either depref. or exalt their 

Charailers. His moral Difcourfes contain the fame 

tree and natural CenflU'C of Men and Manners. 

THE Charailer of Htmn;/;aI. 35 drawn by Lit'f.!y *, 
.is efteem'd partial,. but allows him many eminent 

-Virtues. Never was th~re a Gerous, fays the..Hifto-, 

~an. more equally fitted for thofe . oppofate Offices of 
Command and Obedience; and 'twere, therefore. 

dUlicult to determine whether he rcnder'd himfelf 
Jellrer to the General or to the Army: To non~ 
would HaJtlrubal entruft DlOre willingly the Conduct 

1)f any dangerous Enterprize; un4er none, did the 

Soldiers difcover more Courage and Confidence. 

Great Boldnefs in afFronting Danger; great Prudence 

in the Midft of it. No Labour could fatigue his 

Body or fubdue his Mind. Cold and Heat were in

-dif"erent to him: Meat and Drink he fough~ as SUp-

-plies to the Neceffities of Nature, not as Gratifica_ 

tions of his voluptuous Appetites: Waking or Reft 

he us'd indifcriminately, by Night or by Day---There 

great VIR TUES were ballanc'd by great VICES: 
InhumaRCruelty; Perfidy more thanPuniq noTrutb, 
110 Faith, nO Regard to Oaths, Promifes or Religion • 

. ·.·:LiII. '&1. ClIp .... 
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THE Charatier of Alexa"',,. the Sixth. to be found 

in Guiuiardi.·; is pretty funilar.butjufter; and is 

a Proof, that even the Modems, where they {peak 

naturally, hold the fame Language with the Antients. 

In this Pope, fays he, there was a finguJar Capacity 
and Judgment: Admirable Prudence; a wonderful 

Talent of PerfuaUoll.; and in all momentuous En

terl'rizes, a Diligence and Dexterity incredible But 

thefe nrhles were infinitely overballane'd by his 
Yices; no Faith, no Religion, infatiable Avarice. . 

exorbitant Ambition. and a JIlore than barbaroQ 

Cruelty. 

POL r B 1 U 8 t, reprehending If"illl<nU for his 
Partiality againft Ag6lhocies. whom he hlmfelfalloWi 

to be the moft cruel and impious of all Tyrants, 

fays: If he took Refuge in Syracuje, as afTerted by 

that Hiftorian, flying the Dirt and Smoke and Toil 

of his former Profefiion of a Potter; and if, pro.
cceding from {ueh flender Beginnings, he became 
Mafter, in a little Time, of all Sicily; brought the 

Carthaginian State into the utmoft Danger ; and at 

lail dy'd in Old-age, and in Pofi"efiion of kingly 

Dignity: Mull he Rot be allow'd fomething prodi ... 

gious and extraordiDary. and to have poifeft great 

Talents «ad Capacity for Buncfs and Aaion ? 

• Lib. I. t Lib. •• 0 
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His Hiftorian, therefore, ought not to have alone 
related what ~ended to his Reproach and Infamy ; 

but alfo what might redound to his P R A I S E and 
HONOUR. 

IN general, we may obferve, that the Diftinaion 
Of voluntary or involuntary was little regarded by 
~e Antients in their moral ReafoningS ; where they 
frequently treated the. QJ!eftion as very doubtf:ll, 
<whether Yirl1le couid ce tar,ght Dr lIDt .? They juilJy 

confider'd., that Cowardice, t~eannefs, Levity, 

Anxiety, Impatience, Folly, and many. other ~a
lities of the Mind, might appear ridiculous, and de
form~d, contemptible and Qdious,' tho' independa:lt 
t?f the Will. Nor could it be fuppos'd,at all Times. 
in ~very Man's Power to attain ~very Kind of mental. 

, I" • ~ 

more than exterior Beauty. 

BVT modem Philofophers, treating all Morals, 
as on a like Footing .with civil Laws, guarded by the 
Sanctions of Reward and Pu~iflunent, were necefi"a

rily led to render this Circumftance, of 'UfJlwrtary 

or i1l'Vo/ulItary, the Foundation of their whole 

Theory. Every one may employ TeNIU in what 

Senfe he pleafes: But this, in the mean ,!ime, m\lft 

• V'14 •. PJat. iDM_~ S,.ca 14 "'fa,.. Cap. 31. SoaU'e. 
H,ratl, Yirtllt,. J.ari •• tR", Mr.r_ "'lUI. E,ia. Lila. 1. 

E,. 18. • .;; l .J ,.. be 
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Of ~ALITIES '!Ieftl/q OlltjihJtl. 117 
M allow'd, that Sentiments are every Day experienc'd 
of Blame and. Praife, which have Objet1s beyond 
the Dominion of tke Will or Chojce, apd of which 
it behoves us, if not as Moralifts, as fpeculative 

Philofophers. at leaft, to give fome fa~faBoryTheory 

an~. Explication •. 

A BL.':USH, a Fault, a Vice, a Crime;· there 
Expreflions feem to denote difrerent Degrees of Cen
fure and Difapprobation; which are, however, an 
cf them, at the Bottom, pretty nearly the fame Kind 
cf Species. The Explication of one will lead us 
earuy into a juft Conception of the others. 

PAR T II. 

I T feems evident, that where a <l.!!ality or Habit 
is fubjeB:ed to our Examination, if it appear, in 

any refpeB:, prejudicial to the Perf on, polfeft of it, 
or filch as incapacitates him for Buftnefs and ABion, 
it is inftantly blam'd, and rank'd amongft his Faults 
and ImperfeCtions. Indolence, Negligence, Want 
of Order and Method, Obftinacy, Ficklenefs, Ralh. 

nefs, Credulity; DO one ever efteem'd thefe ~a. 
tities, indifferent to a Charafier; much Je(s, extoIl'a 
them as Accomplilhments or Virtues. The Prej\1-
dice, refulting from them, immediately ftrikes our 

Eye, 
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Ul SEC T 1,0 N VI. 
Eye,· . and giv.es IIi the Sentiment of Pain and 'DO. 
approbation. 

No Q..uaIiity, 'tis allow'd, 'is abfolutely either 

blameable or praife-worthy. 'Tis all according to 

its Degrees. A due Medium, fay the Peripatetics. 
is the Charaaeriftic of Virtue .... But this Medi1JD\ is 

chie~y' determufd by. Utility. A proper Celerity. 

for Il1ftance. ana Difpatch in Bufinefsis commend

able. When de~eaive, no Prouefs i~ ever made in 
the Execation of any Purpofe: WheD exceSive, it 

engages us in pfeclpitate, and. ill-concerted Meafures 
and Enterprizes. By fuch Reafonings as there we 
fix the proper and commendable Mediocrity in all 
moral and prudential Difquifttions ; and never 10Ce 
View of the Advantages, which refult from. any 
Charaaer or Habit. 

Now as thefe Advantages are cnjoY'd by the Per. 

,fon, po1fefi: of the Charatter, it can never be Self

J~e, which renders the pro{pea of them agreeable 
to us, the Spe&tors, and prompts ODr, Efteem and 

Approbation. No Force of Imagination can con
,vert us into another Perfon, and make us fancy, 
. that we being that Perfon, reap Benefit from thafe 
valuable ~alities, which belong to him. Or if it 
did, no Celerity of Imagination could immedi~tely 
tranfport ,us back, into ourfelves, and make us love 

. and efteem the Perfon. as different frOm us. Views 
and 
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and Sentiments, fo opponte to known Truth, and to 
each other, could. never have place, at the flll11e 

Time, in the fame Perton. All S\lfpicion, t~erefore, of 
felfifh Regards are here totally excluded. 'Tis a quite 
diJlUent Principle, which aCluates our Bofom, and 
interets us in the Felicity of ' the perron ~e contem. 
plate. Where his natural Talents and acquir'd Abi. 
lities give us the Profpea of Elevation, Advance~ 
ment, a Figure in Life, profpU'Ous Suc:cefs, a fteady 
~ommand over Fonune, and. the Execution of great 
or a.clvantageous Undertakings; we are flruck with 

fuch agreeable Images, an4 feel a Complacency and. 
Regard immediatelyari{e towards him. The Ideas 

of Happinefs, Joy, Triumph, Profperity are con. 
netied with eVery Circumftance of his Charaaer, 
and diffufe over our ¥inds a pleafing Sentiment of 

Sympathy and, Humanity -. 

LET 

• Oae _YYelltate to tffirm, that there it JIG h!nueD Creature,. 
to whom the Appearance of Happinefl, (where En." or Rnenp 
ba DO Place) does not p .. PleaCure, th.t of Mlfery, Une.Gae. 
This f'eem, infeperable f_ our Make Ind Conftitution. But the,. 
Ire only tbe more geaeroul MiiJds, that Ire thence prompted to reek 
_louO, tbe Good of otbtn, and to h... a real PalJi6n for their 
Welr.... Wltb Me .. ot nlrtOW· .DIt ulIplIe_ SpWta, th-.sym .. 
pMb, , .. not IIeJGIIII • flipt Fealilll of the ImaainatioD, ~ 
(_ ani,' toeaeite Sentiments·of Complacenc, or'Cenfure ... 
make them .,pl, to the Objetl either bonourable or difhooour.ble 
AppellatiOlll. A pipinc Mifer, for IAftaace, praiCcs eatremeJ, 
hhJIr1 and F"r"'!1, mil in othert, aM CctI them, ill bit Efti. 

lII'doD. 
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LET us fuppofe a Perfon originally fo fram'd as 
to have no Manner of Concern for his Fellow-crea
tures, but to regard the Happinefs and Mifery of 
all fenfible Beings with greater IndiJFerence even 
than two contiguous Shades of the fame Colour. 
Lena fuppofe, if the Profperity of Nations were 
lay'd on the one hand and their Ruin on the other,
and he were detir'd tQ c:hoofe; that he would ftand, 
like the Sc:hooIman's Afs, irrefolute and undeter
min'd, betwixt equal Motives; or rather, like the 
pe ~fs betwixt two Pieces of Wood or_Marble, 
without any I~clination or Propenfity on either Side. 
The Confequence, I believe, muft be allow'd juft, 
that fucb a Perfon, being abfolutely unconcern'd. 
either as to the public Good of a Community or the 
private Utility of others, would look on every ~a
lity.. however pernicious, or however beneficial, to 
Society or te its PolfefiOr, with the fame Indiff'erence 

&$ on the moft common and uninterefting Objetl • 

. BUT if, inftead of this fancy'd Monfter, we fup

pore a Mim to form a Judgment or Determination in 

_dolt, above .n tbe otber Virtuet. He knows the GoocJ, that 
refulh froiD them, Ind fecll tbat Specin of Happinef. with I mare 
Jiyely Sympalliy, tbln any other you could reprerent to him I tho" 
perba", he would Dot put with a ShiUins to make the FortaDc of 
die iadldlrioDl Mill, whom he praifa (0 biehl,. 

the 
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the Cafe;' there is to him a plain Foundation of 

Preference, ~here every Thing elfe is equal; and 
however cool his Choice may bl, if his Heart be 
felfifu, or if the Perfons intereft:d be remote from 
him; there muft ftill be a Cho:ce, and a Diftintl:ion 
betwixt what is ufefal, and what is pernicious. Now 

this Diftintl:ion is the fame in all its Parts, with the 
1II1lrai DijlinOirm, whofe Foundation ~as been fo of
teD, and fo much in vain, enquir'd after. The fanle 

Endowments of the Mind, in every Circumftance, 

are agreeable to the Sentiment of Morals and to that 
of Humanity; the fame Temper is fufceptible of 
high Degrees of the one Sentimeut and of the other, 
and the fame Alteration in the ObjeCls, by their 
nearer Approach or by Connexions, enlivens the on~ 
and the other. By all the Rules of Philofophy, 
therefore, we muft conclude, that thefe Sentiments 
are originally the fame; fince, in each particular. 
even the moil: minute, they are govern'd by the fame 

Laws, and are mov'd by the fame Objetls. 

WHY do Philofophers infer, with the greateft 

Certainty, that the Moon is keptin its Orbit by the 
fame Force of Gravity, which makes Bodies fall. 
near the Surface of the Earth, but becaufe thefe 

Eff'efu are, upon Computation, found fimila1' and 
equal? And muil: not this Argument bring equal . 
Conviaion, in moral as in natural Difquifitions ? 

G To 

Digitized by Google 



lui E C T ION vr. 

To prove, by any long Detail, that all the ~a. 

lities, ufeful to the Polfelfor, are approv'd, and the 
contrary cenfur'd, would be {uperfluous. The leaft 
Refleaion, on what is every Day experienc'din Life, 

will be fufficient. We 1hall only mention a few In· 

ftances, in order to remove, if pofiible, all Doubt 

and Hefij:atio!\, 

THE ~ality, the moft necelfary for the Execution 
of any ufeful Enterprize, is DIS C RET ION; 
by which we carry on a fafe Intercourfe with others, 

give due Attention to our own and to their Charatler, 

weigh each Circumftance of the Bufinefs we under· 
take, and employ the fureft and fafeft Means for the 
Attainment of any End or Purpofe. To a CrD11l'We/I, 

perhaps, or a De Retz, Difcretion may appear an 
Alderman-like Virtue, as Dr. Swift calls it; and 

being ,incompatible with thofe vall: Defigns, to which 

cheir Courage and Ambition prompted them, it 

might really, in them, be a Fault or Imperfeciion. 
But in the Condutl of ordinary .Life, no Virtue is 

more requifite, not only to obtain Succefs, but to 

avoid the moft fatal Mifcarriages and Difappoint

ments. The greateft Parts without it, as obferv'd by 
an elegan~ Writer, may be fatal to their Owner; as 

PolyphllllllS depriv'd of his Eye was only the more ex· 

pos'd, 
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pos'd, on Account of his enormous Sttength: and 
Stature. 

THE heft Clw:aCler, indeed, were it not rather toe 

perfetl for human Nature, is that which gives no
thing to Temper of any Kind; but alternatelyetll
ploys Enterprize and Caution, as each is ".!ifJ to the 
particular Purpofe intended. Such is the Excellence, 

whic;h St. E<rJrtIM1IIi afcribes to Marefchal <[' """""'. 

~ho 4ifplay'd every Campaign, as he grew older, 
more Temeri,ty in his military Enterprizes; and be
ing now, from long Experience, perfeaIyacquainted 
with every Incident in War" he advanc'd with 
greater Firmnefs and Boldnefs, in a Road fo well 

known to him. Fahius, fays MachiR'Vel, was cau
tious; Scipio enterprizing: And both fucceeded, 
becaufe the Situation of the Ramll1l Affars, durini 

the Command of each, was peculiarly adapted to 

his Genius; but both would have fail'd, had thefe 
Situations been inverted. He is happy, whofe Cir
cumftanees fuit his Temper; but he'is more excellent, 

who can fuit his Temper to any Cireumftances. 

WHAT need is there to difplay the Fraifes ,of 
IN D U S T R V, and to extol its Advantages, in 
the Acquifition of Power and Riches; or in raifmg 
what we call a Fortllne in the World ? The Tortoife, 
according to the Fable, by his Affiduity, gain'd the 

G z Race 
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Race of ~e Hare, tho' po1l"eft of much fuperior 

Swiftnefs. A Man's Time, when well hufbanded, 
is like a cultivated Field, of which a few Acres pro
duce more of what is ufeful to Life, than extenfivC! 
Pr~vinces, even of the richeft Soil, when over-run 
with. Weeds and Br2mbles. -

BUT all Profpetl of Succefs iii Life, or even of 
tolerable Subfiftence, muft fail, where a reafonable 
F RUG A L I- T Y is wanting. The Heap, in
ftead of encreafmg, diminilhes daily, and leaves its 
Po1l"e1l"or fo much more unhappy, that not having 
been able to confine his Expences to a larger Reve
nue, he will ftilliefs be able to live contentedly on a 
{maIler.. The Souls of Men, according to PlatD., 
inHam'd with impure Appetites, and lofing the Body. 
which alone afi"orded Means of SatisfaCtion, hover 
about the Earth, and haunt the Places, where their 

Bodies are repofited ; po1l"eft with a longing Defll'e 

to recover the loft Organs of Senfation. So may we 
fee worthlefs' Prodigals, having confum'd their For
tunes in wild Debauches, thrufl:ing themfelves into 
every plentiful Table, and every Party of Pleafure. 

hated even by the vicious, and defpls'd even by 
Fools. 

• PIuId" 
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THE one Extreme of Frugality' is AVllrict, which. 
as it both deprives a Man of all Ufe of his Riches. 
and checks Hofpitality and every focial Enjoyment, 
is jufl:ly cenfur'd on a double Account: Prodigillity, 
the other Extreme, is commonly more hurtful to a 
Man himfelf; and each of thefe Extremes is blani'd 
above the other, according to the Temper of the 
Perfon who cenfures~ and according to' his greater or 

lefs Senfibility to Pleafure, e.ither focial or fenfual. 

ALL Men, 'tis allow'd, are equally defirous of 
Happinefs ; but all Men are not equally fuccefsfql in 
the Purfuit: Of which one chiefCaufe is the common 
Want of S T R ENG T H of MIN D, which 
might enable us to refift t.ie Temptation of prefent 
Eafe Or Pleafure, and carry us forward in the Search 
of more diftant Pro6.t and Enjoyment. Our Affec
tions, on.a general Profpell: of their ObjeCts, form 
certain Rules of ConduCt, and certain Meafures of 
Preference of one above another: And thefe De
cifions, tho' really the Refult of our calm pamons, 
and Propenfities, (for what elfe can pronounce any 

ObjeCt eligible or the contrary?) are yet faid, by.a 
natural Abufe of Terms, to be the Determination. 

of pure Rellftn and Rellell:ion. But when fome of 

thefe ObjeCts approach nearer us, or acquire the Ad
vantages of favourable Lights and Pofitions, which 

G'3 catch 
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catch the Heart or Imagination; our general Refo
lutions are frequently confounded, a fmall Enjoyment 

preferr'd, and lafl:ing Shame and Sorrow entail'd 

llpon us. And however Poets may employ their 
Wit and Eloquence, in celebrating prefent Pleafure. 

and rejefling all difl:ant Views to Fame, Health, or 
Fortune; 'tis obvious, that this Praflice is the Source 
.f all Dilfolutenefs and Debauchery, Repentance 
and Mifery. A Man of a ftrong and determin'd 
Temper adheres tenacioufly to his general Refolu
tion.s, and is neither feduc'd by the Allurements of 
Pleafure, nor terrify'd by the Menaces of Pain l 
but keeps fl:ill in View thofe difl:ant Purfuits, by which 

he, at once, enfures his Happinefs and his Ho

nour. 

Sl!LP-SATISFACTION, at leaf!: in fome Degree, is 
an Advantage, that .equally attends the F 0 0 L 
and the W I S E - MAN: But 'tis the only one ; 
nor is there any other Circumfl:ance in the Condud , 
ef Life, where they are upon an equal Footing. 

Bufinefs, Books, Converfation; for all of thefe, a 
Fool is totally incapacitated, and except condemn'd 
by his Station to the coarfefl: Drudgery, remains a 
fifo/eft Burthen upon the Earth. Accordingly, 'tis 
found, that Men arc; infinitely jealous of their Cha
rafier in this Particlllar; and many Infl:ances are 

teen of Profligacy and Treachery, the moil: avow'd, 

ud 
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and .unreferved; none of bearing patiently the Im
putation of Ignorance and Stupidity. Diceearchul, 

the Mactdonian General, who, as PolyNu • tells us, 
openly ere8ed one Altar to Impiety, and another to 
Injuftice, in order to bid Denance to Mankind; 
even he, I am well aifur'd, would have aarted at· 

the Epithet of Fool, and have meditated Re"cnge for 

fo injurious an AppeIlation. Except the Alfeaion of 
Parents, the fuongeft and moa indiifoluble Bond in 

Nature, no Connexion has Strength fufficient to fup
port the Difguft arifing from this Chara[ler. Love 
itfelf, which can fubfift under TreachclY, Ingrati-' 
tude, Malice, and Infidelity, is immediately ex
tinguilh'd by it, , ... ·hen p.!rceiv'd and acknow~cdg'd ; 
nor are Deformity and Old age more fatal to the Do
minion of that Paffion. So dreadful are the Ideas 

of an utter hcapacity for any Purpofe or Under
taking, and of continu'd Error and Mifcondua iB 
.Life! 

WHEN 'tis a1!t'd, whether a quick or a flow Ap
prehenfion be moft valuable? Whether one, that, 

at firft View, penetrates far into a Subjea, but can 
perform nothing upon Study; or' a contrary Cha
raaer, which muft work out every Thing by Dint of 
Appli~ation? Whether a clear Head or a copious 

• Lib. J7. Cap. 35. 

G4 InventiOll l 
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Invention? Whether a profound Genius or a (ure 
Judgment? In /hort, what Charaller, or peculiar 
Turn of Underft:mding is more excellent than 
another? 'Tis evident, we can anfwer none of 
thefe Qgeftions, without confidering which of thofe 
Q!alities capacitates a Man beft for the World, and 
carries him fartheft in any of his Undertakings. 

IF refin'd .Senfe and exalted Senfe be not fo uJeful 
as common Senfe, their Rarity, their Novelty, and 
the Noblenefs of their Objetts make fome Compen-

. fation, and render them the' Admiration of Man

kind: As Gold, tho'lefs ferviceable than Iron, ac
quires, from its ScarcitY, a Value, which is much 
fuperior. 

THll Defeas of Judgment can be fupply'd by no 

Art or Invention; but thofe of ME M 0 R Y fre

quently may, both in Bunnefs and in Study, by 

Method and Induftry, and by Diligence in commit

ting every Thing to Paper; and we {carce ever hear 
a thort Memory given as a Reafon for a Man's Want 
of Succefs in any Undertaking. But in antient 

- Times, when no Man could make a Fibrure without 

the Talent of fpeaking, and when the Audience 

were too delicate to bear fuch crude, undigefted 

H:!l'angnes as our extemporary Orators offer to pub

lic Affemblies j the Faculty of Memory was then of 
the 
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the utmoft Confequence, and was accordingly much 

more valued than at prefent. Scarce any great 
Genius is mention'd in Antiquity, who is not cele. 
brated for this Talent; and. Cicero enumerates it 
amongft the other fublime Q2alities of Gte/lIT him· 

felC·. 

PAIlTICULAIl Cuftoms and Manners alter the Ufe

fulnefs of Q2alities: they alfo alter their Ment. 
Particular Situations and Accidents have, in fome 

Degree, the fame Influence. He will always be 

more efteem'd, who profe1fes thofe Talents and Ac
compliflunents, which fuit his Station and Pro. 
feffion, than he whom Fortune has mifplac'd in the 
Part the has affign'd him. The private or feHifh 
Virtues are,· in this refpett, more arbitrary than the 
public and focial. In other refpetts, they are, per
haps, lefs liable to Doubt and Controverfy. 

IN this Kingdom, fuch continu'd Oftentation, of 
late Years, has been difplay'd among Men in aOiv, 

Life, with regard to pUC/ic Spirit, and among thofe 
in fpmJative with regard to Benevolence; and fa 
many falfe Pretenuons to e,ch have been, no doubt, 
deteCted, that Men of the World are apt, without 

• Fait in ilIo ingeniam, ntio, IDCmoria, litene, cun, cop. 
tatio, dilipu., (fI(, Phillip.:&. 

Gs any 
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any bad Intention, to difcover a fullen Incredulity 

on the head of thefe moral Endowments, and even 

fometimes abfolutely to deny. their Exiftence and 

Reality. In like Manner, I find, that, of old, the 

perpetual Cant of the Stoics and Cynics cODcerning 

Fir/ue, their magnificent Profeffions and /lender Per

formances, bred a Difguft in Mankind; and Lucia, 
who, tho' licentious on the Article of Pleafure, is 
yet, in other refpefu, a very moral Writer, cannot> 

fometimes, talk of Virtue, fo much boafted, with
out betraying Symp~oms of Spleen and Irony * .. But 

{urely, this peeviih Delicacy, whence-ever it arifes, 
can never be carry'd fo far as to make us deny the 
Exi1lence of every Species of Virtue, and all Diftinc-

. tion of Manners and Behaviour. Befides DifcretiD1l, 

Caution, Enterprize, Induftry,· A./Jid,.ity, F1-ugality,. 

OEcD1lO11!Y, GO/Jd:finfl, Prudence, Difcernlllent; betides 
thefe Virtues, I fay, who're very Names force an 
Avowal of their Merit, there are many others, 
to which the moft determin'd Sceptifm canDot, for a 
Moment, refufe the Tribute of Praife and Appro_ 
bation : 'Temperance, So{,riety, Patience, CrmjlfZ11CY. 

• ApI"'" "''''' .... ,,:r0l,...."''' ... , A'plle jUI""A. ..., .,..... 
fm'e .. T .... Luc. Timon. Again, iC&&, crUY",..".,"'IC (0' ~'Ao:ro~,) 

l1li£",..,,'1'11'1''' (o'I'e""'" '1'11"'" ... Au.l}~uAA.'I'O' -ea ... " "'e"",,~,"r'. 
lcuro-men. In another Place, H"II,.., IC''''' .... A~euAA •• 

"rl"", .... ~"""c, ... , I',...p,...", ... , "''''''' "'UlI''S'A'"'' .... 
1I1f" 'lrf"",...."' •• ,,.,..,,"',,. Dear. ConciJ. 

6 Perfoverllflce, 
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Peife<r.·eranrt, Forethought, Confoierattnefi, Sen-eey,; 
Order, InjinuQ/ion, Addrtjs, Pre.fonce of Mind, ~{R
mfi of Conception, Facility of Exprt}fion; thefe and a 
thoufand more of the fame Kind, no Man will ever 
deny to be Excellen~ies and Endowments. As their 
Merit confifis in their Tendency to ferve the Perfon" 
po1feft of them, without any magnificent Claims of 
public ·and focial Defert, we are the lefs jealous of 
their Pretenfions, and readily admit them into tho 
Catalogue of Virtues. We are not fenfible, that, 

by this CORcellion,. we have pav'd the W3y for all 
the other moral Excellencies, and cannot conftftently 
hefitate any longer, with regard to difinterefted Be~ 
nevolence, Patriotifm, and Humanity. 

IT fcems, indeed, certain, that nrfl: Appearancea 
are here, as ufual, extremely deceitful, and that 'tis 
more difficult, in a fpeculative Way, to refolve into 
Self-love the Merit we afcribe to the'Teffifu Virtues
-a Dove-mention 'd, thaft that even of the focial Virtue. 
of Jufiice and Beneficence. For this' latt.:r Purpor~, 
we need but fay, that whatever Cond\lll: and Beha
viour promotes the Good of the Cbmmunity, is 
lov'd, prais'd, and efl:eem'd by the Community, on 
.Accobnt of that Utility and Interefl:, of which every 
one partakes: And tho' this Afreflion and Regard 

. be, in Reality, Gratitude,' not. Self-love, yet a 
Diftinaion, even of this obvious Nature, may not 

G 6 readilr 
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readily be made by fupemcial Reafoners; and ther~ 
is at leaft, feppon the Czwil end 

{or a Moment~ But as O~alities, which tend only 
'to the Utility of their POJPe/for, witPout any TI:zefer

cnee to 0;; to ilie Commueity~ ere pet e£teem~P 
and valu'd; by what Theory or Syftem can we ac-
couut fo;; this Sentim,ent Porn 
(rem the; faunuri,(; Oripin ? 

Neceffity of conCelling that 
Mlfery oiliers n;;t 

deP;;ce 

There fetZnS here a 
the Happinefs and 

b;;t that the View of the former; 

whether in its Caufes or Effefls, like Sun-fhine or 
thz:; Profpefl of weP-c;rlZlvated Plums canc on;; 

Pretenfions no higher) communicates a fecret Joy 
anP Satisfatl:ion; tPe Appeal'lln;';' of the Atte;;. 
lik2 a Clo;aP or darren LallPlkip; throws 

melancholy Damp over the Imagination. And this 
;zm.eeflizm bosrg r;;;ce mode, the is n;;er 

and a ugdnrc'd Rnteroret1ltion the X'hoe, 
nomena of human -Life will afterwards, we may 

1to!"e, i>;-evail; ;anwegft fperulaX';;e 

PAllT 
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PAR TIll. 

I T may not be improper, in this Place, to exa~ 
mine the Influence of bodily Endowments and of 

the Goods of Fortune, over our Sentiments of Re
gard and Efteem, and to confider whether thefe 

Phznomena. ftrengthen or weaken the prefent 

Theory. 

'TIS evident, that one confiderable Source of 
Beauty in all Animals is the Advantage they reap 
from the particular Fabric or Strufture of their Limbs 
and Members, fuitable to the particular Manner of 
Life, to which they are by Nature deftin'd. The 
juft Proportions of I[" Horfe, defcrib'd by }{enD/. 

and Yirgi/, are the fame, which are receiv'd at this 
Day by our modern Jockeys; becaufe the Founda
tion. of them is the fame, 'Viz. Experience of what 
is detrimental or ufeful in the Animal. 

BROAD Shoulders, a lank Belly, firm Joints, 
taper Legs; ~ thefe are beautiful in our S'pecies, 
becaufe Signs of Force and Vigour. Idej1s of Uti .. 
lity and its contrary, tho'they do not altogether de
termine what is handfome or deform'd, are evidently 

the 
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the Source of :l confiderable Part of Approbation or 

DiJIike. 

IN ancient Times, bodily Strength and Dexterity, 
being of greater Ufo and Importance in War, was 
alfo much more efteem'd antl valu'd, than at prefent. 
Not to infUt: on Homer and the Poets, we may ob
ferve, that Hiftorians fcruple not to mention Force of 
Body among the other Accomplifbments even of 
Epll11linDnJias, whom they acknowledge'to De the 

great~ft Hero, Statefman, and General of all the 

Greeks *. A like Praife is given to Pompty, one of 

the greateft of the Romans t. This Inftance is 

1imilar to what we obferv'd above with regard to 
Memory. 

WHAT nerifiOD. and Contempt, with both Sexes, 
attend ImJotence; while the unhappy Objefr is re-

I 
• Dioc!oras Sic:ulul, Lib. 15' It may DOt be' improper to give 

the Chlf.ller of EpaminonJ.t, u clrawn by the Hiftorian. in order 
to Olow the Ideal ofperli:a: Merit', whicll prevaiJed in thofe Age •• 
In other iIluftrious Men, lay. he, you will obferve, that each 
poifeft Come one OliniDg ~ualitY, which _ the Founclation of his 
Fame: In EpaminonJa. all the YirtTlu are fonnel unitecl; For~e of 
1100)" Eloquence of ExprelflOn. Vigour of Mjncl. Contempt of 
Riches, Gentlenefs of DifpofitiOD, ancl 'Whizt i, tbitjly to '" n
g_1I, Coura&e aacI Condufl: in War. 

t CIIfII alatri!JII'. Jab ;'tll1ll",/lKib/ii. 'TlrfTl j """ "a/jJj, rIO • 
• rtrl"bat, SaUlift. apuc! Veset. 

gardecl 
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garded as one'depriv'd of fo capital a Ple;J.fure in 
Life, and at th, fame Time, as difabled from com
municating it to others. Barrenllefi in Women, be

ing alfo a Species of Inutility, is a Reproach, but 

not in the fame Degree: Of which the Reafon is 
very obvious, according. to the prefent Theory -. 

THERE is no Rule in Painting or Statuary more 
indifpenfible than that of ballancing the Figures, 
and placing them with the greateft Exafinefs OD their 
proper Center of Gravity. A Figure, which is not 

jufHy ballanc'd is ugly; becaufe it conveys the dif
agreeable Ideas of Fall, Harm and Pain t. 

A 

• To the fame Purpofe, we may ob(ern a Phznomenon, 
wllicb milht IpPear {omewhat trivialllld ludicroUl; if any Thing 
could be trioo, which fortif,'d Condu6ona of (uch Importance; 
or ludicroua. which was employ'd in. a philofopbical RcafoDing. 
'Til a lelleral Remark, that thore we call good Wo",ell', Mm, 
who hne either fi&lHIliz'd themfe1ftl. bJ their amoroul Exploits, 
or whofe Make of Bod, or other Symptoms promife Iny e&mardi
Dlry Vigour of that Kind, are well receiv'd by the f.ir Sex, and 
naturally enple the Alfeaions even Df thofe whafe Virtue or 
Situation preventslDy Defign of ever girinB Employment to thofe 
Talents. The lmalillation is pleu'd with thefe Conceptions, and 
merlog witb SatisfaaiOll into the Ideal of Co f.yourite an EnjoJ. 
ment, feel, a CompllCtllC)' and Good .• will towards the PenoD. A 

like Principle operating more enea&.e!y. ia the general Source!l1f 
moral AtreaioDanli AJlPnlbatioa. 

t- All Men are equally liable to Pain IIId Difeafe and Sicbett f 
... maJ apin recover Health and, Eafe. There Circumftancea, a. 
she, mUc DO JiliftinaiOl1 betwixt 0110 Man UlII another. are DO 

Sollre, 
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A DISPOSITION or Tum of Mind, which quali
fies a Man to rife in the World, and advance his 

Fortune~ is entitled to Efteem and Regard, as has 
been already explain'd. It may, therefore, naturally 
be fuppos'd, that the aaual Pofi'effion of Riches and 
Authority w!ll have a confiderable Influence over 

thefe Sentiments. 

LET us examine any HypotheflS, by which we can 
account for the Regard, pay'd the Rich and Power
ful : We fhall find none fatisfaaory butthat which 
derives it from the Enjoyment, communicated by the 

Images of Profperity, Happinefs, Eafe, Plentr, 
Command, and the Gratification of every Appetite. 
Self-love, for Inftance, which fome affea fo much 

to confider as the Source of every Sentiment, is 

Source of Pride or Humility, Reprd or Contempt. Duc comparing 
our own Species to fuperior ODeS, 'Us a very ,mortifying Confidera
tion, that we /holald be fo liable to .11 Difelfellnd Infirmities ; 
and DiVines accordingly employ thil Topic, in order to cleprcfs Self· 
conceit and Vanity. They would have moreSucceli. if the com
mon Bent of our Thoughts were aot perpetually fum' d to compare 
ourfelve8 with each other. The Inlirmitiea of old Age are morti. 
flinS ; becaufe a Complrifoa with the Young may take place. The 
Kins'. Evil iI iaduftrioully con_I'd, beraufe it aft'ea. othert, aad 
is tranfmitted to Poftcrity. The Cafe is aearly the fame with fueb 
-DiCeafes'l con,ey any naafeoulor frightfullma •• i the Epilepf}'1 
for lAftaace, Ulcera, Sora, Scabt, ftilt. ' 

plainly 

Digitized by Google 



Of Q!!ALITIES uJefullO 01l1/tI<VIS. .37 
plainly infufficient to this Purpof::. Where no Good
will or Friendlhip appears, 'tis difficult to conceive 
on what we can found our Hope of Advantage from 

the Riches of others; tho' we naturally efteem and 
refpcCl: the Rich, even before they difcover any 
ruch favourable Difpofition towards us, 

WE are aJFefled with the fame Sentiments, when 
we lie fo much out of the Sphere of their Activity, 
that· they cannot even be fuppos'd to polfefs. the 
Power of ferving us. A Prifoner of War, in all 
civiliz'd Nations, is treated with a Regard, fuited to 
his Condition; and Riches, 'tis evident, go far to
wards fixing the Condition of any Perfo~. If Birth 
and «!!ality enter for a Share, this frill affords us an 
Argument to our prefent Purpofe. For what is it 
we call a Man of Birth, but one, who is defcended 
from ~ long Succeffion of rich and powerful An. 
ceftors, and who acquires our Efteem by his Con
nexion with Perfons, whom we efteem? His An
ceftors, therefore, tho' dead; are refpected, in fome 
Me:lfure, on Account of their Riches; and confe
quently, without any Kind of Expectation. 

BUT not to go fo far as Prifoners of War or the 
Dead, to find . Inftances of this difinterefted Regard 
for Riches; we may only obferve, with a little At

tention, thofe Phren omena, that occur in common 
Life 
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Life and Converfation. A Man, who is himfelt', 
we lhall fuppofe, of a competent Fortune, and of 

no Profeffiori, coming into a Company of Strangers, 
naturally treats' them with different Degrees of Ref. 
pea and Deference, as he is inform'd of their dif. 

ferent Fortunes and Conditions; tho' 'tis iI~poffible 

ke can fo fuddenly propofe, and perhaps would not 
accept of, any pecuniary Advantage from. them. A 
Traveller is always admitted into Compa.ny, and 

meets with. Civility, in Proportion as his Train and 

Equipage fpeak him a Man of great or moderate 
Fortune. In lhort, the different Ranks of ~an are, 
in a great Mcafure, regulated. by Riches; and that 
with regard to Superiors .as well as Inferiors, Strangers 
as well as Acquaintance. 

WHAT remains, therefore, but to conclude, that 
as Riches are defir'd for ourfelf only as the Mealll 

of gratifyin.g our Appetites, either at prefent or in 
fome imaginary future Period; they beget Efteem 
in others merely from their having that InHuence. 
This indeed is their very Nature or Efi'.c:nce: They 
have a direa Reference to the Commodities, Coa. 
veniencies, and Pleafures of Life: A Banker's Bill, 
who is broke, or Gold in a defart I1land, would 
otherwife be full as valuable. When we approach a· 
Man, who is, as we f:1Y, at his Rafe, we are pre. 
fented with the pleafing Ideas of Plenty, Satisfaction, 

Cleanlinefs, 
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Cleanlinefs, Warmth; a chearful Houfe, elegant 

Furniture, ready Service, and whatever is defirabl. 
in Meat, Drink, or Apparel. On the contrary, 
when a poor Man appears, the difagreeable Image.s 
of Want, Penury, hard Labour, dirty Furniture, 

coarfe or ragged Cloaths, nauf::ous Meat and diftafte~ 
rul Liquor, immediately ftrike our Fancy. What 
elfe do we Ir.ean by faying the one is rich, the ether 

poor? And as Regard or Contempt is the natural 
Confequence of thefe dilferent Situations in Life; 
'tis eaftly feen what additional Light. and Evidence 
this throws on our preceding Theory, with Regard 
to all moral Duunaions •• .. 

• There it fomethinc very extraorcliJlaq, and leemingly un. 
accountable ill the Opentioo of oar Pafiions, when we confider 
the Fortlme and Situation of others. V cry oftca llIOther'. Ad • 
• aneemeat and Pro(perity produe .. Envy, which haa a {trong Mil
ture of Hatred, and arifes chiefly from the Comp.ruon of ourfelvee 
.nth the Perron. At the very fame Time, or at leaft, in ver, 
Glort Ioterva1s, we ma,. feel the PalJiOll of RefpKl:, which is a 
Spedea of Affi=aion or Good.wil!-, with a Mixture of Humility. 
On the other hand, the Miafortunn of our Fellow. often caufe 
Pity, which hal a ftrong Mixture of Good. will. This Sentiment 
oi Pit,. ia nearl,. all1'd to Contempt, which is a Species of DiIDke, 
~ with a Mixture of Pride. I oal,. point out the!e Phaenomena. 
as a Subjea of Specubtion to fueh u are curious with regard to 
IllOnl Enquiriea. 'Tia fuBi-ient for the preCent PurpoCe to obferv. 
in genenJ, that Power aad Riehea commonly caufe Refpeo!l, Po. 
y<rty and Meannef. Contempt, tho' particular Views and Iacidenta 
ilia,. fometUnca niCe tbe P 4101l1 of Envy aud of Pity. 
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A MAN, who has cur'd himfelf of all ridiculous 
Prepoffeffions, and is fully, fincerely, and fteddily 
convinc'd, from Experience as well as Philofophy, 
that the Diiferences of Fortune make lefs Difference 
in Happinefs_ than is vulgarly imagin'd; fuch a one 

meafures not out Degrees of EIl:eem accordin3 to the 
Rent.-rolls of his Acquaintance. He may, indeed, 

externally pay a fuperior Deference to the great Lord 
above the V rural ; became Riches are the moIl: con

venient, being the moIl: fixt and determinate, Source 

of Diftinaion : But his internal Sentiments are more 
regulated by the perfonal Charaaers of Men, than 
by the accidental and capricious Favours of For

tune. 

IN moil Countries of Europe, Falllily, that is, 
hereditary Riches, mark'd with Titles and Symbols 
from the Sovereign, is the chief Source of Diftinc
tion. In- El1gklnd, more Regard is paid to prefent 
Opulence and Plenty. Each Praaice has its Ad
vantages and Difad\·antages. Where Birth is reo 

fpeaed, unaaive fpiridefs Minds remain in haughty 
Indolence, and dream of nothing but Pedigrees and 

Genealogies: The generous and ambitious feek 

Honour and Command and Reputation and Favour. 

Where Riches are the chief Idol, Corruption, Ve. 

nality, Rapine prevail: Arts, Manufaaures, Com. 

merce, 
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meree, Agriculture flourifh. The former Prejudice, 
being favourable to military Virtue, is more fuited 

to Monarchies. The other being the chief Spur to 
Induftry, agrees better with a republican Govern
ment. And we accordingly find, that each of thefe 
Forms of Government, by varying the Utility of 
thofe Cuftoms, has commonly a proportionable. 
Mea on the Sentiments of Mankind. 

SECTI6N 
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SECTION VII. 

O[ Q t1 A LIT I E s i""",dilll,; agrllti6I, 10 
Our[ehJII. 

W HO EVE R has pait an Evening with 

ferious melancholy People, and lIas ob. 

ferv'd how fuddenly the Converfation was animated, 
and what Sprightlinefs difFus'd itfelf over the Coun

tenance, Difcourfe, and Behaviour of every one. 

on the Acceffion of a good-humour'd, lively Com: 
panion; fuch a one, I fay, will eafilyallow, thac 

C H E E R F U L N E S S carries great Merit wit~ 
it, and naturally conciliates the Affection and Good· 
will of Mankind. No Q!ality, indeed, more rea .. 

dily tommwricates itfelf to all around; becaufe 

none has a greater Propennty to difplay itfelf, ill 
jovial Talk and pleafant Entertainment. The Flame 

fpread& thro' the whole Circle; and the moft fullen 
. &ad morofe are often <:allght by it. That the me· 

lancholy 
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lancl10ly hate the merry, eVen tho' HDrace fays it. I 
ha~e fome Difficulty to allow; became I have al
ways o_bferv'd, that,. where the Jollity is moderate 
and decent, ferious People are fo much the more de
lighted, that it diffipates' the Gloom, with which 
they are commonly oppreft; and .gives them an UD

ufual SatisfaCtion and Enjoyment. 

FROM this InJI.uence of Cheerfulnefs, both to 

communicate itfelf, and to engage Approbation, we 
may perceive, that tIiere are another Set of Virtues, 
which. without allY Utility or any Tendency to 
flu1her Good, either of the Community or of the 
Po1fe1for, diffufe a SatisfaCtion on the Beholders, 
and conciliate Friendfhip aud Regard. Their im
mediate Senfation, to the Perfon po1feft of them. 
is agreeable: Others enter into the fame Humour, 

and catch the Sentiment, by a Contagion or natural 
Sympathy: And as we cannot forbear loving what

ever pleafes, a kindly Emotion arifes towards th~ 
Perf on, who communicates fo much Delight and 
SatisfaCtion. He is a more animating SpeCtacle: 
His Prefence diff'wes over us more ferene Compla
cency and Enjoyment: Our Imagination, entering 
into his Feelings and Difpolition, is alfeCled in a .. 
more agreeable Manner, than if a melancholy, de-
jetted, fullen, anxious Temper were prefented to. 

our Notice ancl Obfervation. Hence the AffeCtion 
and 
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:abd Approbation, which attends the former: The 

Averfion and Difguft, with which we regard the 

latter -. 

FEW Men would eavy the Charaau, which'w/~ 

&ives Ciz./fou~ 

Hel~es no PI_y, 

As th~u df)'ft, JlItho~.J: He hears no Mufic-: 

Seldom hefmiles; and fmiles in fuch a Sort, 

As ifhe mockt himfelf, and fcom'd his Spirit 

~hat could be mOT'd to emile at IulY thing. 

Not only fudl Men, as CtI{m adds, are commonl1 

4allglrDIIS, but alfo, having little El)joyment withill 

-themfelves, they. can never become agreeable tG 

()thers~ or contribute IU\Y Thing to focial Pleafure 

and Ente1'taiJUnent. III all polite Nations and Ages. 
a Relifu of Pleafure, if accompany'd with Tempe

rance and Decency, is eftecm'd a conliderable 

• Tbereis DO Man, who, Oft particalar 0ca6onl, is not af. 
fi:aed witb all the dili&reeab1c' P,lIiona, Fear, Aacer. Dejeaiou, 
Grief, McIancboIy, ADxiaty. &fe. I8t tbe(~. (0 far u they aic 
nataral, and nAiver!.!,. make DO DiIf'ere_ betwixt one Manl. 
alOtber, and caD _ be the Objea of Blame. 'Tis only wbell 

, the Di(pofition p ... a Pr.p",ji" to aay of dl~ dil'apecabl. 
t'aftiOJll, that they diafipre tbe Obanatr, aDd 'by Pyiag U~&. 
IOMDJ tbSCiltialeDt of Di~pptoba1laIa to tilt Spea.ttr. 

H' 
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Merit, even in the greatefl: Men; and becomes f1:iU 
more reqllmte in thofe of inferior Rank. and Chao 
raaer. 'Tis an agreeable Reprefentation, which a 
French Wfiter gives of the Situation of his own 
Mind in this -Particular. nrtue I bve. fays he, 
.",.oithout ..1ujierity: Pleafure, withQut EJfiminacy : .Ami 
Lift. without fearing its End *. 

WHO is not f1:ruck with any fignal Inftance of 
G REA T N E S S of MIN D or Dignity of 
Charaaer; with Elevation of Sentiments. Difdain 

-of Slavery, and with that noble Pride and Sp!rit, 
which arifes from confcious Worth and Virtue? 
The Sublime, fays LOllgillus. is often nothing but the 
Echo or Image of Magnanimity; and where this 
~aljty appears in anyone, even without uttering a 
Syllable, it excites our Applaufe and Admiration; 
'as may be obferv'd of the famous Silence of ./ljax in 
the Od.:rffey, which expreffes more noble Difdain and 
refoilite Indignation, than any Language can coli ... 
veyt· 

Were I Alexander, fay'd Par1ltlnio. 1 'WOuld IlCCtfJI 

Dj'theft OJfirs made!Jy Darius. So <would I too, reply'd 
.Alexander, were IParmenio. This Saying is admir
able, fays Longinus. from a like Principle t .. 

• Tai_,. --, /alll '-ffl J 
T ai. II p1aijir, /n, -Ifi I 
'J' a;_la .,i" (JI n',. trainl,«'" la fin. St. Ew,."tI. 

t c.p.". 
GOI 
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GO! cries the fame HerQ to his Soldiers, whcll 

they refus'd to follow him to the Indies, go lell your 
wtmlrymen, you left Alexander ampleating the Con
fjujl of the ",-Qrld. ".Alexantler," faid the Prince of 

Con.IJ, who always admir'd the Pafi'age, "abandon 'd 

" .by his Soldiers, amongll: Barbarians, not yet fully 

" fubdu'd, felt in himfelf fuch a Dignity and Right 
.. of Empire, that he cOllld not believe it poffible 
.. anyone would refufe to obey him. Whether in 
" Europe or in .Ajia; amongll: Greeks or Perfians, all 
" was inditferent to him : Where"er he found Men, 
" he fancy'd he would find SubjeCb." 

THE Confuient of MeJea in the Tragedy recom

mends Caution a~d Submiffion ; and enumerating 

all the DilI:relfes of that unfortunate Heroine, alks 
her, what {he has to fupport her againft fo many 
Enemies. MJie!f, replies fhe ; Myji!f, I fay ; IUld 

it iSI1lIJugh. Boileau juftly recommends this paifagc 
as an Inftance of true Sublime •• 

WHEN PhDcion, the modell, the gentle Phodan. 
'was led to Execution, he turn'd about to one of his 

ellow-fWferers, who was lamenting hiB own hard 

• Re8caiOD 10 rlU !.oneill. 

Hz Fate. 
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:Fate. L ;t not Glory mough for YOII. fays he. that..,.. 

,liie alDng "With PhocUon • ? 

PLACE in Oppolition tne Pi&tre which T anhll 
.Graws ot YiteNirn. faDen from Empire, prolonging 
3Us Ignomil!J from a wretched, Love of Life, de
liver'd over ,to .the mercilefs Rabble; tQft, boftCtted, 
:and kickt about; and conftrain'd, by their holding 
:a Poynaril under his Chin, to raife his Head, ud 
expofe himfelf to every Contumeb'. What abjett 

Infamy! What lQw Humiliation! Yet even here, 

:lays the HiftoriaD, he difcover'd fome Sy!nptoms of 

.a Mind not altogether degenerate. To a Triltune, 

:who infulted him, he reply'd. 1 _)liN JOIIr E",.. 

jlrort· 

. WE neverexcufc the abfolute Want bE Spirit and 

.D~n:ty of Charatter, or a proper Senfe of what is 
.due to one's felf, in &Iciety and the common Inter-

t Tacit. ifIlL LiII. 3. The Aather eoteriac-apoa the Nar_' 
cation (17'. La,,;.t. ·,,,Jlt, !tIltl.", !ptEJlltrJ_ ~'" ..tri. ;~_ 
,erl/>tlllti." 4111/10 inkl,,.i_antt: dcformital exitus mifericariima 
4IbAu\erlt. To.., thorouply iato thia Method of thiaJdn&. 
l1li111 mike Allowance for the aalieat Maxim., that 00 BIle ouP 

,to prolong his Life after it beame dilhonourable i bllt u ba 
.1"1,. a lUaht to Giliofe of it, it theabccame • DDtl to 
.ida.it. 
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eourfe of Lif~. This Vice conftitutes what we p~- -
perly call Mtannifs ; when a Man·can fubmit to the: 
bafeft Slavery, in order to gain his Ends; fawn up~ 
thofe, who abafe him; and degrade himfelf by In.
timacies and Familiarities with undefenringlnferiors. 
A certain Degree of generous, Pride or Self-v~lue is., 
fo requifite, that the Abfence of it in the Mind dif. 
J11eafes after the fame Manner, as the Want of a. 

Nofe, Eye, or any of themoft material Features Q£ 

the Face or Members of the Body ••. 

THE Utility of C 0 U RAG E, both to the~ 
Public and to the Perfon.pofi"eft of it, is an obvious. 
Foundation of Merit.: But to anyone, who con·· 
iders the Matter juftly, it will appear, that thia 
<l!!ality has a peculiar Luftre, which it derives alto
gether from itfelf, and from that noble Elevation 
infeperable from it. Its Figure, drawn by Painters . 
and by Poets, difplays, in each Feature,. a Sublimity 

• The Abfenee of a Virble mar o~en be a Vice I and that -01-: 

the bigbell Kinci ; .1 iD tbe Infl:ance of Ingratitude, II well It· 
Meanneli. Where we elpea a Beaut7, the DifappoiDtment sivel' 
aD uneafy SenfatioD, IOd producea a· real Deformit7. An Aijea-· 
_ of Chanaer, Iikewife, ia di/'gufl:£ul and contemptible in 10-

otlier View.. Where a Mao hal no Senfe of Value in himfelf, wa' 
are not IikeIJ to ba .. 10)' higher ERimatioD or bim. And if tha
Came Penon, who Crouchea to hi. Superior., is infolent to his Infe
riors (II often happeoa) this CoDtruict}' of Behaviour, iDftcad.of, 
CorrecffiDg the former Vice, aRraules it Cltremel" b1 the .u.-
6io1l.of • Vice, ftillmon odiOUI. See Sea. S. 
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and daring Confidence; which catches the Ere, en· 
gages the Affc:Clions, and diffufcs, by Sympathy. a 
like Sublimity of Sentiment over every Slleaator. 

UNDElt what glorious Colours does Demoflhenes -
reprefent Philip; where the Orator apologizes for 
his own Adminiftration, and jufti/ies that pertina
cious Love of Liberty, with which he had infpir'd 

.the Athenians. "I beheld Philip," fays he, " he, 
" with whom was your Contell:, refolutely, while 

" in Purfuit of Empire and Dominion, .expofing 

" himfdf to every 'Wound; his Eye goar'd, his 
¥ Neck wrefted, his Arm, his Thigh pierc'd, 
" whatever Part of his Body Fortune {bould feize 

" on, that cheerfully relinquilhing, provided th~, 
" with what remain'd. he might live in Honour and. 

.. Renown. And 1hall it be faid, that he, born in 

u Pell4, a Place heretofore mean and ignoble, {bould 

.. be infpir'd with fo high an 'Ambition and Thirft 

.. of Fame: \Vhile you, Athenians," &c. Thefe 
Praifes excite the highell: Admiration; but the 
Views prefented ~y' the Orator, carry us not. we I 

C~e, beyond the Hero himfelf, nor even regard the 
future advantageous Confequences of his Valour. 

THE martia.l Temper of the Romans, inflam'd by 
continual Wars, had rais'd their Efteem of Courage' 

• Pro Cor." ... 
(0' 
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fa high, that, in their Language, it was caIl'd 
Yirtllt; by way of Excellence and DiftinCtion from 
'all other moral ~a1ities. 2"'he Suevi, in the Opi
nion of 2"'acitlls -, drijl their Hair 'Wilh a laudalle 

IlIuld: Not for the Pllrpoft. of loving or leing helov'd: 

2"'l:ey adorn'd themftlves Dilly for their Enemies, and ill 
order to appear more lerrihle. A Sentiment of the 
Hiil:orian, which would found a little oddly, in other 
Nations and other .Ages. 

THE Scylhians, according to HerGdollls t, ,after 
Heaing the Skill from the Heads of their Enemies, 
whom they have flain, drc.:fs it like Leather, and ufe 
it as a Towel; and whoever has moil: of thefe 
Towels is moil: efteem'd amongil: them. So much 
had martial _Bravery, in that Nation, as well as in 

. many others, defb:oy'd the Sentiments of Humanity ; 
a Virtue furely much more ufeful and engaging. 

'TIS indeed obfervable, that, amongil: all uncul. 

tivated Nations, which have not, as· yet, had full 
Experience of the Advantages, attending Benefi • 

. cence, Juftice, and the focial Virtues, Courage is 
the predominant Excellence; what is moil: celebrated 

by Poets, recommended by Parents and InftruCtors, 
and admir'd by the Public in general. The Ethics 

t Lib. 4. 

Hi-
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of Ho1llll' are, in this Particular, very diffi:rent front 
thofe. of Fene/ptt, his elegant Imitator; and faCh as 
are w~ll fuited to an Age, wherein one.Hero, as re· 
markt by 'fhucydides ., could afk another, withalit' 

Offence, if he was a Robber or not. Such alfo, 
very lately, was the Syftem of Ethics, that prevail'a 

in many barbarous Parts of IrebmJ; if we may 
credit Sjen/er, in his judicious Acco.nt.or the State 

C)f that ~f1gdom t. 

OF" the fame Clafs.of Virtnes with. Courage is that 
1I11di1t:urb'd, philofophical T RAN QPI L L lTV, 
fu~rior to Pain, SorrDw, Anxiety, and each Affiwlt 
of adverfe .Fortune. Comcious of his own Virtue. 

fay the Philofophers, the Sage elevates himfclf above 

every Accident of Lire; and fecurely plac'd .in ~ 
Temp'le of Wifdom, looks down On inferi~r .Mor"; 
tals, eng\lg'd in P1U'fuit. of Honours, Riclles. Re. 

putation, and each. frivolous Enjoyment. Thefe: 

.Presenfions, no doubt, when ftret:ch~dto the utmoft., 

• Lib.·,. 

t It it • _IIIOD t7t'., (111 he, I_Daft tlrel; ~ 
SoDl, ~t, II Coon .. they are able to ufc their- WcaPODl, thqt 
itrlit lather tG themCehrei three or, four· St""lcra or Kern, witt.. 
.. hom wanclerinl a wbil!l up .Dd dOWD idly the Country, takiat 
only ~at, he at lail fAlleth iDeo (ome bad Orcafion, that dullN 
oIfer'd; whicb _iolonce fIII4e knowD,.he il1beDGCforth~ 

a Man of Worsh, iDwhomthclo~.cIlllfI~. 

are 
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are Jt)Jlch too magnificent for human Nature. They' 
carry, 'hoWever, a Grandeur, with them, which-, 
kizes the SpKlator,. and ftrikes him with Admira.· 
tion. And the nearer we.canapproach, in Practice,. 

to this fublime Tranquillity and Iru.lliference (for we! 
mull:diftinguilh it from a ftupid Infenfibility) the. 

more fecure. EnjoymeJlt 1hall we attain within our·
fclves, and the more Greatnefs of Mind 1hall we·; 
Qifcover to the World. The philofophical Tran.· 

quillity may, indeed, be c:onider'.d only' as,a,Branch,. 

of Magnaraimity •. 

WHO admires not S«ratlS; liis perpetual SerenitY:· 

and Contentment,' amidft the greateft Poverty and.. 
clomeftic Vexations.; his refolute Contempt of Riches, 
and magnanimous Care of preferving Liberty,. 

while he refufed all Amftllllce from his Friends and 
Difciples, and avoided even the 1?epenaance of ail:!. 
Obligation? EpiOttlls had not fo much as a Door to • 

JUs little Houfe. or Hovel; and therefore, foon loft . 

his Iron Lamp, the only. Furniture he had worth 

taking. . But refolving to difappoint all Robbers for' 

the future, he fupply'd its Place with an earthen' 

Lamp, whlch. he very peaceably.kep~ Pofi'effion M. 
ever after. . 
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IN Antiquity, the Heroes of Philofophy, as wen 

as thofe of War and Patriotifin, have a Grandeur 
and Force of Sentiment, which. afi:onifhes our nar

r·)w Souls, and is rafhly rejeaea as extravagant and 
tilpernatural. They, in their Tum, I allow, WQuld 

have had equal Reafon to confider, as romantic. and 

incredible~ the Degree of Humanity, Clemency .. 

Or!ier, Tranquillity, and other focial VirtuClS, to 
which, in, the' Adminiftration of Government, we 
have attain'd in modem Times, had any' one been 
taen able to have made a fair Reprefentation of 
them. Such is the Compenfation,. which Nature, 

or rather Education has made, in the Diftribution of 

Excellencies and Virtues, in thefe different Ag,es. 

rrRli Mentof BENEVOLENCE"ariungfrom 
its Utility, and its Tendency to the Good of Man. 
kind, has been already' explain'd, and is, no doubt, the 
Source of a. cDl1jiderahle Part of that Efteem, which is 
fa univerfally.pay'd it. But it will alfo be allow'd, that 

.the very Softnefs and Tendemefs of the Sentiment, 

.its engaging Endearments, its fond Expreffions, its di:

lica~ Attentions~ and alI'that Flow of mutual Con· 
fidence and Regard', which enter into a warm At. 
tachment of Love ad Friendlhip: It will be af
~~j- "d, Ifay, that there Feelinp being delightful in; 

thomfelves, are necelfarily communicated: to the-
Speaaton. 
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Spectators, and . melt them into the fame Fondnefs 
and Delicacy. The Tears naturally ftart" in our 
Eyes on the Obfervation of a warm Sentiment e( 
this Nature: Our Breaft heaves, our Heart is agitat
ed, " and every humane tender Principle of our Frame. 
is fet in Motion, and gives us the pureft and molt 
fatisfa80ry Enjoyment. 

'WHEN Poets form Defcriptions of E~an Fields ... 
where- the blefi"ed Inhabitants ftand in no Need of' 
each other's Affiftance, they yet reprefent. them, as 

"maintaining a conftant Entercourfe of Love and 
. Friendlhip, and footh our J.'ancy with the pleafing 
Image of thefe foft and gentle Paffions. The Idea. 
of tender Tranquillity in a paftoral Arcadia is agree
able from a like Principle, as has been obfe11l'd 

above *. 

WHO would live amid4 perpetual Wrangling, anel' 
Scolding, and mutual Reproaches 1 " The Rough
l1efs aD.d Harflmefs of thefe· Emotions difturb and 
clifpleafe us: We fuffer by.contagion and Sympathy;. 

. nor can \Ve, remain indift"erent Spectators.- even tlw' 

certain, that no pernicious Confequences would ever 

follow from fuch ~gry Pafiions. 

H6 As 

." 
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As j a certain Proof, that the whole ·Merit. of Bene
volence is not deriv'd from its Ufefu1nefs, we·m:ty 

obfcrve, ·that, iJl·a kind Way. of ·Blame, we fay,·a 
Perfon i~ tIl gotJtI; when· he exceeds his· Part in So
ciety, andc:anieshls AtteJltion.for others beyond the: 

proper Bounds and Meafure, In like M«Dner, ·we 
fay a Man is tID bigb-fpiritttl, tID inlr'litl, tID i",ujftr

",t em.td Forllllu: Reproaches, whiCh really, at the.. 
hottom, imply more. Regard and Efteem·than many, 

Panegyrics. Being accuftom'd to rate the -Merit and. 

Demerit of Charaaers chi.efty by their ufeflil or per
nicious Tendencies, we cannot forbear applying the. 

Epithet of Blame, when we difcover a Sentiment, 

which rifes to a .Degree that is hurtful: But it may I 

happen, at the fame Time, ~at its noble Elevation..- . 

or its engaging Tendernefs fo feizes the Heart, as. I 

rather . to encreafe our Friend1hip. and Concem for 

the Perfon -. I 

THE Am01U's and Attachments of HtWry the IVth, 

ci"ring the civilWars of the. League, frequently hurt 

'his Intetd and his"Caufe; hut all the. young; at 

• CheerfuIoeIi eoald fcarce 1Iclmit of Jllame from ill hce6 .. 
were it DOt, tbat diffolate Mirth, witboat a proper Caufe or SO
jell, iI • (ure Symptom 1Dd Cbaractcriltic tE· Jlou, •. II1II110 tbat 
AtCOllllt, dil'lIIftful. 

'leaft. 
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:teaft, and amorous, .who can {ympathize with that 
Paffion, will allow, thJ.t this very ·Weaknefs (for 
they will readily call it filch) chietly endears that. 
'Hero, and'intert;fts them·in his Fp1't1inea.· , 

TH.R excem~ Bravery and refol.te.lnBexJ\ility or 
.. Charles the XIIth.ruin'd . his own CoWltJy, and in
.,fcfted all his NeighboQn: Jlut hav~ f~ch SplCJlCi,* 
,and GreatDefs in.theil' Appearance, 1lS ftrike.us with. 
,A~irati,on; and they mjght~ in fome. Dc,gree, ~ 
&ven appro.v'li o~ if they betray'd not fOPl~timea.too 
.cvidcntSlDlPtoms of ldadnefs.and.Diforder. 

THE . .,Ith"u1lllS pretended. to tl\e.ir1lInvention.qr 
'Agriculture ~nd of .If aWl ; and always ;valu'd them
.felvcscxtremely on the Beneit thereby p,rocnr'd t/) 

. the w.hole .Race of Mankind. T~ alfo boafI:c4 • 

.and ..with Aoaim, of their wulike Ente~; 
particularly againfl thofe innumerable ,Fleets ,a~ 

\ Armies of Plr:fozllS~. which invaded Grim during 
·1De ;Reign of .Dtiritts and of Xirzu. But tho' 'there 
,be no Comparifon, in Point.of Util~ty, betw~tMfe 

'peaceful and military .HGlWurS; .,et wefind,1hat 
~theOrators, ,who 'halre ,wrote fuck...clabom.te ~ 
'gyRos on tbat!famousCity, :lu.~i~y.triQlllphll:iJl 

. ·difplaying tho w;ttlike ,AtohievmCDCs.. '/-Jfim, ~tTlMy
JUn, Pl4tuad .gpUIII~ .dlfcov.er. ~.of' them. '.tJte 
fame JPartiality: .~" -Uto' ,-<~d by "c:abn 

ReafoR 
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IS'S SEC T ION VII . 
. Reafon and Reflefuon, appears fo natural in the: 
Mirrd of Marr. 

'TIS ohfervable, rhat the gTeat Charm of 

c:orrIi1l:s livCy P;tlurrrrr of ,he frblimrr PIlffionrr 
. Magnanimity. Courage, Difdain of Fortune; or 

thrrfrr of the trrrrher COVr rrnd Friendfhiy ~ 

whish Wr?m the Heartr and diffuf.r over us ftmilar 

Sentiments and Emotions. And tho' every Kind of 
Pailirrn, rrren the moft ilifagTrrrabCr {rrdr ax Grirf 

and Anher. are· obferv'dr when excited by Poetryr 
to convey a Pleafure ansi SatisfaCion, from a Me-

. chrrrrifm of Nrrrurer not rrafy to brr explrrin'd Yet 

thofe more elevated or fofter Affetlionshave a pecu

·liar Influence. and pkrafrr morr thair rrne Caudr 

or Got mrrrrtiorr. thrrz. they alrrrrz. iu. 

tere1l: us in the Fortune of the Perfons reprefented, 

or z.rtmmrrnicmrr anh Urom rrrrd kkefurrr forr their 

Charaaerr 

it polIihly 

itfelf of Poets. to· move the Paffions, this P A-

TH ¥~T SHBLIM of Sentimentr is 
·Vetil confderrrble Mrrrit, rnd. beish enllanc'd bf its 
extreme Rl1fity, may exalt the Perf on poIfeft of it •. 

abrrrrr errrry Charrrdter tkr in whirh hrr 

lives 1 The Prudencer Addrefs r Steadinefsr and be

Ilign GovelDment of .dllgttjl1JJ~ adorn'd with aU the 

fplerrdoux 

00 > 



O/OJ! ALIT IES i11l1l1ttliate/y trgrtta"" to Ourftlvt'l. 1 $9 

Splendour of his noble Birth and imperial Crown,. 
render him bllt an unequal Competitor for Fame 

with Yirgi/, who iays nothing into the oppoiite Scale 

but the divine Beauties of his poetical Genias. 

TH Every Senfibility to thefe Beautie. or a 

DELICACYof Tafte, is itfelf a Beauty in any 
Chariller J as conveying the pureft, the moft dur

able, and moft innocent of all Enjoyments. 

THESE are fome Inftances of the Species of 

Virtue, that are prais'd from the immediate Pleafure, 

which they communicate to the Penon, pofi'eft of 

them. No Views of Utility or of future beneficial 
Confequenc:es enter into this Sentiment of Appro

bation; y~t is it of a fimilar Kind to that other 
Sentiment, which &rifes from Views of public or 

,rivate Utility. The fame foc:ialSympathy, we may 

obferve, or Fellow-feeling with human Happinefs or 

Mifery, gives Rife to both; and this Analogy in au' 

the Parts of the prefent Theory may juftly be re

prded as a Confirmation of it. 

S i. C T~ 
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'S E-C T ION VIII. 

OJ, Q.y A LIT I E S immeJiately IlgrllalJlt t, 
Olhers *. 

A s tlie mutual Sh.oas, in S,ciety, and the Opo 
pofitiODS of Intueft aDd Sell-love have con

'lrain'dMankind to eftablifh the Laws of Jtljlill; 

-in order to preferve the Advantages of common At· 
fiftance and Proteaion : in like Manner, theetemal 
-Contrarieties, in Comptmy, of Men"s Pride and Sel£. 
conceit have introdllc'd the Rules of GOO])" 

MANNERS 01" POLITENE.SS, in order to 

facilitate the Interco.ur!e of Minds, and an ,un

cli1l:urb'd Commerce and Converfation" Amongtt 

• 'Tis the De6nitioD 0( Virtue .. dllt 'lis II IJ,elllitJ "tbt Mild 
~ktoorlllP",'dif hy"'"'YfJ1JI. tN' ""jitkr, or r.",,... 
IMta. it,' But fome Q2a1itiea prcNllct PleaCore, IRcau(e the, lie 
ufeful to Societ" OJ' ufeful or 'Ir_ble to the PerlOn himfelf. 
ethen produce it more immcdiatel7: Which is the Clali ofY"ut..u 
IIcre ccm64n"ct. . 

well-bred 
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I~ 2: SEC T ION VIU. 
well.bred People, a mutual Deference is aff'eaed; 
Contempt of others difguis'd: Authority conceal'd : 
Attention given to each in his Turn : And an eafy 
Stream of Converfation maintain'd, without Vehe

mence, without mutual Interruption, without Eager
nefs for Viaory. and without any Airs of Superio
rity. Thefe Attentions and Regards are immediately 

IIgreeable to others, abftraaed from any Regard to

Utility or beneficial Tendencies: They conciliate 
Affeaion, promote Efteem, and enhance extremely 
the Merit of the Perfon, who regulates his Behaviour 
by them. 

MANY of the Forms of Breeding are arbitrary 
.and carual ~ But the Thing expreft by them is ftiU 
the fame. . A Spaniard goes out of his own Houfe 
before his Gueft, to fignify, that he leaves him 

Malter of all. In other Countries, the Landlord 
walks out laft, as a common Mark of DefereD<;e and 

Regard. 

BUT in order to render aMan perfe~GQod-,ompmry. 

he mufthave WIT and INGENUITY as well as 

. Good-manners. What Wit is, it may not be eafy to 
define; but 'tis eafy furely to determine, that 'tis a 

~ality immediately agreeable to others, and com

Illunicating, on itsfirfr Appearance, a lively Joy and 

Satisfaaion to every one, that has any Co~prehell. 
fion 
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Of Q!1ALITlES i1ll1littliatt/y agreta!J!t 10 OthtYI. r63 
fron of it. The moft profound Metaphyfics, indeed. 

might be employ'd, in explaining the various Kinds 

and Species of Wit; and many Clafi'es of it, whick 
are now receiv'd on the fimple Tefl:imony of Taite 
and Sentiment, might, perhaps, be refolv'd into 
more general Principles. But this is fuflicient for 
our prefent Purpofe, that it does afFea TaIte and 
Sentiment, and beftowing an immediate EnjoY!llent~ 
is a fure Source of Approbation and Aff'eaion.- . 

IN Countries, where Men pafs all their Time in 
Converfation, and Vifits and Affemblies, thefe compa
llionaUt <l!!alities, fo to {peak, are of high Eftima-

· tion, and form a chief Part of perfonal Merit. In 
Countries, where Men live a more domeftic Life, 
and either are employ'd in Bufinefs or amufe them-

· {el~es in a narrower Circle of Acquaintance, the 
more folid <l!!alities are chiefly regarded. Thus, I 

have obferv'd, that, amongft the French, the firft 
~eftions, with regard to a Stranger, are, Is h, 
politt P Has h, Wit? In our own Country, the

chiefPraife beftow'd is always that of agood-nat"r'd, 
/mftMt Felio'W. 

IN Converfation, the lively Spirit of Dialogue is 
agrttab/t', even to thofe who defll'e not to have any 

· Share of the' Difcourfe: Hence a Teller of long 
Stories or a pompous Declaimer is very little approv'd 

of. 
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of. But mof!: .Men de1ire likewife their Share in thct 
Converfation, • and 'regard, with a very evil Eye, 

tha~ LofjlUlcity, which depriVes them of a Right ther. 
are naturally fo jealous of. 

TUEIlE. are a Set of harmlefs L,IIf"I, frequently to . 
be met with in Company, who deal much in the Mar
velous and Extraordinary. Their ufualIntention is to 

pleafe and entertain; but as Men are delighted witll • 

nothing but what they conceive to !>e Truth, thefe 

People mifl:ake extremely the Means of pleaf;ng, 

and i~cur univerfal Blame. SomeIndulgenct, how_ 
ever. to Lying or F~on is given i~ hll/llDllTtllU 

Stories; becaufe it is there agreeable and enter· 
tainiJ),g; and Truth is not of any Importance. 

E.LOQyENCE, Genius of aU Kinds, even good 
Senfe, . and found Reafoning, when it rifes to lID 

eminent Degree, and is emproy'd upon Subje& or
any confiderable Dignil.y and nice. Difcernment ~ 
all thefe Q!!alities feem. immediately' agreeable, and 
have a Merit difl:inft from.their Ufefulnefs. Rarity,. 
likewife, which fo much enhances· the Price of every 
Thiag, muf!: fet an additional Value. on thefe noble 
Talents of the. human. Mind. 

MOD EST Y may be. -Wlderfl:oH in dift"erent 
Senfes. c.vc:n ~ from Chafl:ity,. which has 

been' 
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e/QyA'LITlBS 'iflllflllJate1y ag,."aM. 'I) Othws. 16.> 
been already tre.ated of. It fometimes means that 

TenderneCs and Nicety or Honour, that Appreben

ion of Blame, that Dread Of Intrufion ·or Injury to

wards others, that P.r, which is the proper Guar

dian of every Kind of Virtue, and a fure Preferva

:nve again! Vice aad Corruption. :But its moR: ufual 

Meaning is, when it is oppos'd to I"'Iru/mCl and ,4,.

,.«ate, and expreft'es a Diffidence of our 9wnJudg
ment, and' a due AttellQon and Regard to others. 

In young Mon chiefly, this ~a1ity is a fure Sign of 

Good.fenfe i and is alf9 the certain Means of aug

menting that Endowment, by preferving their Ears 
-open to InftruaioD. and making them ftill grafp • 

. JlC)V Anainments. .But it has a farther Charm t-e 
every SpeCl:ator; by flattering each Man's Vanity. 
and prefenting the Appearance or a docile Pupil, 

who receives, with proper Attention and RefpeCl. 
every Word they utter ~ • 

A 

• Mia h ... ill leaeral • lIIuch greater·PropeDIitJ to over·.,.}a. 
'tlwl UDder.nlIII theme ••• J DOtWithftmlias cbe Opioiaa of 
.Ariflllu. TbillDakea us _ jcaloue of the B&ceIi CD tbe formec 
SiaIe. allll CAllea us to npIII. with • puticalar IntIlilpIIC .... 
~eadeacy to Maaeft, allll Se!f·diIideace; II elleemiaa the Dqer 
lei of faUiul iDto'lDJ .icioal Elltreale of that Nature. 'Tis thUl. 
a Couatriel, wbere lllea', BaIieIare apt. eaecd-iD CorpaltIqr, 

. fId'- s-t, is plac'.s ia • lDuch Ireater Depeeof Sladeraer.. 
tbao ill CouDtria wbaa tbat it tbe mol ulisal Defeft. lleilll '
of'tea ftruck with 1aftaDcea- of ODe Spedea of Deformit" Mea 

6iDk dItr caD ... kcq " ClIO", DiIls_ fniDlt, aIIIlwilil 
. 11...,. 
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166 8 E C T ION VUI. 

A DESIRE of Fame; Reputation, or a CharaCter 
with others, is Co far from being blameable, that it 

(eems 

alWIY' to hne I Lelning to the oppo&te Side. In lik,e Manner. 
were the Door open'" to Self. praire, and were Mo"t"ig",'a 
Muim obren'd, that one /!wold fay as frankly, 1 btI'fJ. S."f., 1 
bll'fJ' I.e",,,i"l, 1 btw, Collr"l', Beauty, or Wit; as 'ti.-fure we 
often tbink C. ; were tbis tbe Cafe, I fa),,,, every one i. fenlible. 
that Cuch a "l"lood of ImpertineD£e would break in upon UI as 
would render Society altogether intolerable. For tbis ReafOJl 
Cullom has eftablilh'd it as a Rule, in common Societies, that 
Men Ihould never praiCa themfelves, and not even fpeak much 
of themfelves; and 'tis only amangll intimate Friends or People 
of very manly Behaviour, that one ia allow'd to, do him~1f 
Julliee. No body finds fault with Mauric., Prince of Ora"gtt_ 
-lor his Reply to one, who alk'd him whom he eftecm'd tlu! fir~ 
General of the Age, <fb, M"'f"i, tI. Spinola, faid he, ;, IN 
"coni. Tho' 'tis even obfervable. that tbe Self.praue imply'. 
is here better imply'd, than if it had been direruy czprefs'cI., 
without any 'Cover or Difguue, 

Hi: mull be I very Cuperlicial Thinker, who imagines, that all 
Inllances of mutual Defcreace are to be underfteocl in earnelt, 
and tbat a Man would be more efteemable for being ignorant of 
hi. own Merits and Accomplilhments. A fmall Byars towards 
Mudeft)', nell in tbe internal Sentiments, is favourably regarded, 
eCpecialJy in young People; and a ~ng ByaCs is reqllir'd in the 
""tward Bebaviour: But tbis excludes not a noble Pride and 
Spirit, whicb may openly diCplay itfelf in its full Extent, whell 
Pile lie. under CalumnY!Jr Opprefiion of any Kind. Thelene~ 

rou. Contumacy of SOU"II" as Cit". caa. it, has been highly 
celebrated in all ACel J and when join'd to the ufual Modelly of 
his Beb..,iour, forms a molt /hiDing'Char.Ber. Il'bitr'"te', the 
.Albe"iall GeReral, being l«ul'd of betraying the Interefts of 
Jail C9U1ltry, aIk'4 bis Accufci, 1I'OIJi4 }OIl, lay. he, ." /lliu 

. Ocrfl/im, 

~ 
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OfQEALlTJES illl1ll,tliat,ty agma"', to- qlhers. 161, 

teems infepara~le from Virtue, Genius, Capacity, 
am!' a generous or noble Difpofition. An Attention,' 
even to trivial Matters. in order to pleafe, is alfo 
cxpefled and demanded by Society; and no one is 
furpriz'd, if he linds a Man in Company, to obferve 
a greater Elegance of Drefs and more pleafant Flow 
of Converfation, than when he paffes his Time. at 

home, and altogether with his own Family. Where
in, then, confifts V A NIT Y, which is fo juftly 
regarded as a Fault or ImperfetHon? It feems to 
confi1,l chiefly in fuch an intemp~rate Difplay of our 

Advantages, Honours and Accomplifhments; in 
fuch an importunate and open Demand of Praife and 
Admiration, as is ofi'enlive to others, and encroaches 
too far on th,ir fecret Vanity and Ambition. It is 

befides a fure Symptom of the Want of true Dignity 

Ou.Jio", I",,,,, h"" guilty of th.t Crime 1 BJ 110 Me."" reply'd 
tile other. And tI'" JO"' tbm illfllgi"e. cry'd the Hero, tbllt 
Iphicrates _Id he guilty 1 ~ioail. Lib. S. Cap. n. I4 
lJaort, a seneroul Spirit aDd Self.value, well founded, decently 
4lifsuis'd, and eourageouOy fupported under O;ftref. and Calumny. 
U, "er., great Virtue, and (eems to deri.,e ita Merit from the 
DObie Elentin of ita Sentiment, or its immediate Agreeablene(a 
to itt PofJ"cfi"or. In ordiaa". Charaaers, we appraYe of a Byafl 
to Modeftr, which iI immediately agreeable to others. ' The 
"ie'ous Exceti of the former Virtue, ",i",. Infolenre or Haulhti
.fl, " imme4iatel., di(.greesble to othen : The Exccf. of the 
laner i, (0 to the PofJ"efJ"or. Thul are the Boundaries pf theft 
Dutic~ adjufted, 

and 
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1.61 SEC T ION VIII. 
and Elevation of Mind, which is fo great an Oma,; 
ment to any Chara,eter, For why that impatient 
DefU'e of Applaufe; as if you were not juftly en. 
tided to it, and might not reafonably expect it would 
for ever attend you 1 Why Co anxious to inform- ui 

of the great Company you have kept ;" the obliging 
Things, that were- faid 'to you ; the Honours, the 
Diftinliions' you met with; as if there were not 
Things of Courfe, and what we could readily, ot 
()urfelve~ have imagin'd, without being, told of 

them? 

DECENCY. or a proper Regard to Age, Sex. 
Charatl:er aJld Station in the World, may be rank'd 
among the ~alities, which are immediately agree. 

,able to others, a~d which, by that Means, acquire 
Praife and Approbation. An effeminate BehaviolH' 
in a Man, a rough Manner in a Woman; theCe arc 

. ugly, becauCe unCuitable' to each Character, and. 
different from .tie ~a1ities we expect in the Sexes. 
'Tis as if a Tragedy abounded in comic Beauties. 
or a Comedy in tragic. Th. Difproportions hurt the 
Eye, and convey a difagreeahle Sentiment to the 

'Spectators, the Source of Blame and Difapproba
tion. This is that I_co""", which is explain'd Co 
much at large byqctrll in his Offices. 
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O!~ALITIES immediate{y agreeabk IfJ Others. 16. 

AMONGST the other Virtues, we may alfo give 

CLEANLINESS a Place; fince it naturally 

,renders us agreeable to others, and is no inconfider-

able Source of Love and Affection. Noone will 

deny, that a Negligence in this 'Particular is a Fault; 
aad as Faultsar.e nothing but finaller Vices, and this 

Fault can have no other Origin than the uneafy Sen
fation, which it' excites in others; we may, in this 

Inftance, feemingly fo trivial, clearly difcover the 

Origin of moral DiLl:inctions, about which _the 

Learned have involved themfelves in fuch Mazes of 

Perplexity and Error. 

BUT befides all the agreeaUe Qgalities, the Origin 

of whofe Beauty we can, in fome Degree, explain 

and account for, there ftill remains fomething myfte

liou5 and unaccountable, which conveys an imme-:

diate Satisfaction to the Spectators, but how~ or 

why~ or for what Reafon, they cannot pretend to 

detel'Dline. There is a MANNER, a Grace, a 

Genteelnefs, an I-know-not-what, which fome Men 

po1fefs above others, which is very different from ex

ternal Beauty and Comelinefs, and which, however, 

catches our Affection almofi: as fuddenlyand power

rully.And tho' this Manner be chiefly talk'd of in 

1Je Parnon betwixt the Sexes, where the conceal'd 

Ylagic is eaflly explain'd, yet furely much of it pre-
I vails 
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SEC T ION VIII. 
vails in all our Eftimation of Characters, and forms 

no inconftderable Part of perfonal Merit. Thi~ Clafs 
of' Virtues, therefore, mull: be trull:ed entirely to the 

blind, but fure Teftimony of Tafte and Sentiment; 

and muft beconfider'd as a Part of Ethics, left by 

Nature to bailie all the Pride of Philofophy, and 

lIlake her fenftble of her narrow Boundaries and 

&nder. Acq'Uiutions. 

WE approve of another,. becaufe of his Wit, Po-

1itcnefs, Modefty, Decency, or any agreeable QBa

lity he poffeffes, although he be not of Our Acquain

~ce, nor has ever given us any Entertainment, by 

Means of thefe Accompllihments. The Idea, which 

we form of their Effect on his Acquaintance, has an 

agreeable Influence on our Imagination, and gives us 

the Sentiment of Approbation. This Principle enters 

into aU the Judgments, which we form. concerning 

Morala. 

SE C T. 
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CONCLUSION '1 the Wioll. 

PAR T I. 

I T may juroy appear furprizing, that any Man, 
in fQ late an Age, fuould find it requifite to 

prove, by elaborate Reafonings, that VI R TUE 
or PERSONAL MERIT confifts altogether.in 
the Pofi'effion of <l!!a1ities, ufiful or agreeahle to the 
Pedollhimftlf or to others. It might be expeeted 
that this Principle would have occur'd even to the 

mit: rude, unpraais'd Enquirers concerning Morals. 
and been receiv'd, from its own Evidence, without 
any Argument or Difpu~ation. Whatever is valuable 
in any Kind fo naturally cla1l'es itfelf under the Di. 
vifion of tifefol or agreeaUe, the utile or the dulce~ 

that 'tis not eafy to imagine, why we fhould ever 

feek farther, or confider the <l!!ellion as a Matter of 
aiceRcfearch or Enquiry. And as every Thing 

I a ufeful 
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171. SEC T ION IX. 
ufeful or agreeable muft poirefs thefe Q.!!alities with 
regard either ta the Peifon himJelj'or to Dthers, the 
compleat Delineation or Defcription of Merit feems 
to be perform'd as naturally as a Shadow is caft by 
the ~n, or an Image is refteEted upon Water. If 
the Ground, on which the Shadow is caft, be not 
broken and uneven, nor the Surface, from which 
the Image is refteEted, difturb'd and confus'd, ajuft: 
Figure is immediately prefented, without any Art 
or Attention. And it feerns a. reafonable Prefump
tion, that Syftems and Hypothefes ,have perverted 

our natural Underfranding, when a Theory, fo 

nmple and obvious, could fo long have efcap'd the 
moll: daborate Scrutiny and Examination. 

BUT however the Cafe may have {ar'd with Phi
lofophy ; in common Life, thefe Principles are frill 
implicitely maintain'd; nor is any other. Topic of 

. Praife or Blame ever recur'd to, when we employ 
any Panegyric or Satyre, any Applaufe or Cenfure 
of human Aaion' and Behaviour. If we obferv,' 

4 
Men, in every Intercourfe of Bunnefs or Pleafure, . 
in each Conference' and Converfation, we fhall find 
them no where, except in the Schools, at any Lofs 
upon this Subject What fo natural, for Inftance, 
as the following Dialogue? You are very happy, 

we 1hall fuppofe one to fay, addre1ling himfelf to 

another. 
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CONCLUSION of the If7JOle. 173 
Bother, that you have given your Daughter to Cle

athls: He is a Man of Honour and Humanity. 
Every one, who. has any Intercourfe with him, i5 
fure of fair and kind Treatment •• I congratulate 

you too, fays another, on the promifing Expefr~tions 
of t..'iis Son-in-law; whore affiduous Application to 
the S~dy of the Laws, whofe quick Penetration and 
early Knowledge both of Men and Bufinefs, prog
noilicate the greateil Honours and Advancement 1-. 
You furprize me much, replies a third, when you 
talk of Cleanthes as a Man of Bufinefs and Appii. 
cation. I met him lately in a Circle of the gayeft 
Company, and he was the very Life and Soul of 
our Converfation: So much Wit with Good-manners; 
fo much Gallantry without AlFefration ; fo much in
genious Knowledge fo gentee1y deliver'd, I have 
never before obferv'd in allY one t. You would ad
mire him ilill more, fays a fourth, if you knew him 
more familiarly. That Cheerfulnefs, which you 
might remark in him, is not a fudden Flafh fuuck 
out by Company: It runs thro' the whole TenOr of 

his Life, and preferves a perpetual Serenity on his 
Countenance, and ~ranquillity in his Soul. He has 

met with fevere Trials, Misfortunes as well as 
Dangers; and by his ~reatnefs of Mind, was 1l:ill 

• <l!!,alities ufeful to Clth;n. t (hIalitin ufeful to the PcrCoD 
hi~(df. l ~.litiCl immmecliatcly aarceable to olhcn. 

I ~ fupedor 
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E TON IX. 
{uperio, to all of thom·o Th, Im"ge, Gentlemen, 

you have here delineated of C1/~11IheJ, cry I, is that 
oI ecco,opliih'd M,rito Ead, of you klS ?'n'en 
Stroke of the Pencil to his Figure; and you have 
unawares exceeded all Pifbre, ,1rawn by Craft"" 

0, A Phil, ic'phe, feb'l thi, CPo~ 

racrer as a Model of perfea Virtue. 

A~n eeery Q,plitp, which is ufeful or apreeable 
to ourfelves or others, is, in common Lif,;:, admitted 

nnPer the VitLUe or 

Merit; fo no other will ever be receiv'd, where 

Men judge of Things their natural, unprejudic'h I 

without the dd,fiv" GloHz,s of :'\Il",,°tl'lr 

and falfe Religion; Celibacy, Fafl:ing, Penances, 
: oort ~ ati ~, 5 umiEty, SileH(e, 

h,Le and the "hole Trai" of lllQnkHh Virtues ~ 
for what Reafon are they every where rejected by 
ben bat be"mfe frrve M"nne, of 
Perpor,; neither advance a Man's Fortune in the 
World, nor render him a more valuable Member Hf I 

; n"ithe'o hi", fo, the dntetl,inIll"nt 
of Company, nor encreafe his Power of Self-en. 
joymen[? be ohfervn, 0, the nontrtlY, ,hat 

"ofs all tf"fe bnfrr"ble li';,ds ftupifh th, Under. 
° ilanding and harden the Heart, ,ohfcure the Fancy 

• brJ.lities i_diatcly allceablc to the Pelron himfcll. 

on > 
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T7; 
and fower the Temper. We juftly, therefore trans

fer them to the oppofite Column, and place them in 

the Catalogue of Vices; nor has any Superftition 
Force fufficient, amongft Men of the World, to 
pervert entirely thefenaturalSentiments. A gloomy. 

hair-brain'd Enthufiaft, after his Death, may have 
Place in the Calendar ; but will fcarce ever be ad

mitted, when alive, into Intimacy and Society, ex

cept by thofe who are as delirious and difmal as 
himfelf. 

IT fcerns a Happinefs in the prefent Theory, that 

it enters not into that vulgar Difpllte concerning the 
Degrees of Benevolence or Self-love, which prevail 

in human Nature; a Difpute, which is neverlike1y 

to have any Iffile, both becanfe Men, who have 
- taken Party, are not eanly convinc'd, and becaufe 

the Phznomena, which can be produc'd on either 
Side, are fo difpers'd, fo uncertain, and fubjeCl to fo 

,many Interpretations, that 'tis fcaree pomble accu .. 
. rately to compare them, or draw from them any de-

o terminate Inference or Conclufion. 'Tis fufficient 

for our prefent Purpofe, if it be allow'd, what furely; 

. without the' greateft Abfurdity, cannot be difputed. 
tha:t there is fome Benevolence, however fmall, in
fus'd into our Bofom; fomo Spark of Friendfhip fo. 

human Kind; fome Particle of the Deve, kneaded: 

into our Frame, along with the Elomenta of tha 

I + Wolf' 
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Wolf and St:rpent. Let thefe generous Sentiments 
be fuppos'd ever fo weak; let them be hardly fuf
ficient to move even a Hand or Finger of our Body; 
they muft ftill direct the Determinations of our Miad. 
and where every Thing elfe is equal, produce a cool 
Preference of what is ufeful and ferviceable to Man
kind, above what is pernicious and dangerous. A 
moral DijlinOion, therefore, immediately arifes; a 
general Sentiment of Blame and Approbation; a 
Tendency, however faint, to the Objects of the one, 
and a proportionable Averfion to thofe of the other. 

Nor will thofe Reafoners, who fo earneftly maintain 
tlle predominant SeHilhDefs of human Kind, be any 
way fcandaliz'd at hearing of the weak Sentimenta 

of Virtue, implanted in our Nature. OD. the con
trary, they are found as ready to maintain the one 
Tenet as the other; and their Spirit of Satyre, (for 
fuch it appears, rather than of Corruption) naturally 

gives Rife to both Opinions; which have, indeed. 
a great, and almoft indilfoluble Connexion together. 

AVARICE, Ambition, Vanity, and all pamons. 
'tulgarly, th;' improperly, compriz'd under the De
llominadon of Se!f-Iove, are here excluded from our 

Theory concerning the Origin of Morals, not be. 
caufe they are too weak, but becaufe they have not 
a proper DireCli~n, for that Purpofe. The Notion 
of Morals im p~es_ fome Sentinlent, common to aU 

Mankind. 
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Mankind, which recammend, the f:,me to 

general Approbation, and makes every Man, or 
mon Men, ;:gree .in fame Opblon Deci£dnn 

concerning it. It alfo implies [orne Sentiment: [0 

univerfal "ind comprehen§lveas to extend to all ban
kind: and sender the ACtion, ::.nd C:J:ndud±: even ::f 
Perfons the moEl remote, an Object of Cen[ure or 
A Pd:l::.ufe: "ccording theh ngres: or mith 
that Rule od Righr, which is eftablilhd. The[e two 
reqni1ite Circum france, al me to tde S:s::i.i
ment of Humanity here infifted on. The other 
Pani::ns in ,:e::ry ms:ny 
timents of Defire and Averfion, AIfeCl:ion and 
H::.5',sd; h:::t neicher fdt mud, in 
mon, nor are [0 comprehenfive, as to be the Foun
dation of ::::y general Z'yfiem :tnd ::H::blifY,·::l Theory 

of Blame or Approbation. 

WHEN a Man denominates another his El1emy, his 
Rh,::::l, hi, AJ',e:::foYJ: he is ,mderih:od 

to fpeak the Language of Self-love, and to expre[s 
Sentiment,,: pe::::liar to and from Yis 

_ particular Circumfiances and Situation: But when 
he hdlmv, on :my tho Epithets oY o-ido:", or 
DJious or Jeprav'J, he then fpeaks another Language, 

and S'::%5timem" in mhich aU his 

Audience are to concur with him_ He muft he,e~ 

thnnnfore, depoo from his private and particular 

I 5 
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Situation, and mull choofe a Point of'View, com· 

mon to him with others: He m¢ move fome uni. 

venal Principle of the human Frame, and touch a 

,String, to' which all Mankind have an Accord and 
Symphony. If he means, therefore, to exprefs, 

thatthls Man polfelfes Q.,ualities, whofe Tendency fs 
. pernicious to Society. he has chofen this common 

foint in View, and has touch'd the Principk oflIu-

, Jnanity, in which every Man, in Come Degree, 

concurs, While the human Heart is compounded of 

the (ame Elements as atp~efent, it will never be al', 
together indifferent to th~ -Good of Mankind, nor 

entirely nnaf'eCled with the Tendencies of Charatiers 

and Manners. And tho' this Meaiofi of Humanity 
may not generally be efteem'd fo ftrong, as Ambitiolr 

er Vanity, yet, being common to all lI4en, it' em 

atone be the Foundation ot Morals~ .01' of any ge. 
.Deral Syftem of ConduCl and Behaviour. One Man's 

Ambition is not another's Ambition; nor will tile 
fame Event or ObjeCt fatisfy both.: But the H .... 
ni~ of one Man is the Humanity of every one; ... 
the fame ObjeCl touches this Pafiion in all bu_ 
treatures. 

BUT the Sentiments, which arifcs nom Humanity, 

are not only the fame in all h~an Creatures, and 
produce the fame Approbation or Cenfure j but they 

aJfo comprehend all human Creatures; DOr is ther~ 
aD, 
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anyone, whoCe ConduCl and CharaCler is not, by 

their Means, an Objea, to every one, of CenCure 
or Approbation .. On the contrary thoCe other Paf
fions, commonly denominated felfiih, both produc:e' 

different Sentiments in each Individual, according to 
his particular Situation l and alfo contemplate the 
greateft Part of Mankind with the utmoft IndifFe
rence and Unconcern. Whoever has a high Regard 
and Efteem for me flatters my Vanity; whoever 

expretres Contempt mortifies and difpleafes me: But 
as my Name is known but to a fmall Part of Man~ 
kind. there are few, that come within the Sphere oE 
this Paffion, or excite, on ~ts AccouRt, either my 
Affeaion or DiCguft. But if you reprefent a tyran-·. 
nical, infolent, or barbarous Behaviour, in any 
Co"untry or in any Age of the W orId; I Coon carry 
my Eye to the pernicious Tendency of fuch a Con
duel, and feel the Sentiments of Repugnance and 
Difpleafure towards it. No CharaCler can be fo re

mote as to be, in this Light, altogether indifferent 
to me. What is beneficial to Society or to the 
Perfon himfelf muft ftilI be prefer'd. And every 
<l!!ality or Allion, of every human Being, muft~ 
by this Means, be rank'd under. fome Clafs or 
Denomination. expreffive of general Cenfure or 
Applaufe. 

16 WHAT 
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WHAT more, therefore, can we alk. to diftinguHh 
the Sentiments, 'dependant on'Humanity, from thofe., 

c:onn.!C1ed with any other Pallion, or to fatisfy us 

why the for~er is the Origin of Morals, and not the 
latter 1 Whatever ConduCl gains my Approbation, 

by touching my Humanity, procures alfo the Ap
plaufe of all Mankind, by affeCting the fame Prin
ciple in them: But what ferves my Avarice or Am

bition pleafes only thefe Paffions in me, and afFefu 

not the Avarice or Ambition of the reft of Mankind. 

No ConduCl, in any Man, which has a beneficial 
Tendency, but is agreeable to my Humanity, how

ever remote'! the Perf on : But every Man, fo far re

mov'd as neither to crofs nor ferYe my Avarice and 

Ambition, is altogether indifferent to thofe Pafiioni. 

The DiftinClion, therefore. betwixt thefe difFerent 

Species of Sentiment being fo thong I\nd evident, 

Language mull foon be moulded upon it, and muft 

invent a peculiar Set of Terms to exprefs thofe uBi
ver(al Sentiments of Cenfure or Approbation, which 
arife from Humanity or from Views of general Ufe
fulnefs and its contrary. V I R T U E and V ICE 

become then known: Morals are recogniz'd: Cer

tain general Ideas are fram'd of human ConduCl and 
Behaviour: Such Meafures are expeCled frQ1l1 Men. 

in fuch Situations: This AClion is determin'd COD-

formable 
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formable to our abfuaa Rule; that other, contrary. 
And by fuch univerfal Principles are the particular 
Sentiments of Self-love frequently controul'd and 

limited * . 

. FROM Inftances of popular Tumults, ~editions. 

Factions, Panics, and all Paffions, which are lhar'd 
with a Multitude; we may learn the Influence of 

Society, in exciting and fupporting any Emotion; 

• It (eems certaio, both from Reafon lOci ExperiCDCe, that a 
rude, uotaught Savage relulates cmefly his Love and Hatred ~y tbe 
Ideas of private Ufility and Injur" and hal but f.iot ConceptiODI 
of a leoeral Rule or Syftem of Bebaviour. 'tbe Man, wbo /bod. 
oppofite to bim in Battle, be hates heartily, not ooly for the prl
feoLMoment, wbich is almcft unavoidable, bllt for ever after; nor 

is be fatufy'd without the molt extreme PuoiBunent and Veoleaoce. 
But _, accuRom'd to Society and to mQre eolarg'd Refltaions, 
,onlitler, tbat this Mao is ferviog his Dwa CouDtr, and Community; 

that aDy MaD, in tbe fame Situatioo, would do tbe ume; that we 
our{d,es, in like Circumlhnces, obferve a like Condua ; tb.t in 
geDeral human Society is beft fupported 00 fueb Maxim,: And b, 

. thefe SuppofitiOllS and Views, we correa, in fome Meafore, our 
ruder Ind narrower Plllioos. Anel tho' .much of our Friendlhip 
and Eomity be 1Ii11 regulated by private Confitlerations of Benefit aDd 

Harm, we pay, at leaR, this Homaae to genenl Rules, whkh we 

are ac:cutlom'd to .efpea, tblt wecolDDJODly pervert ODt Ad,erla.,', 
Condua, by imputing Malice or Injuftke to bim, in order to givc 
Vent to thofe P.ffIPDI, whicb arife (rom Self-loy, and pri,ate In
terdl. Wben tbe Heart is full of Rage, it Dever w.mif'Pretextt 
of this Noture; tho' Cometimes al frivolous, as t~ofe, from whick 

Hqratt, being almoR cralb'd by the Fall of a Tree. alfctb to at

~ of Parlidlle the BrA Plaatcr of ie. 

while 

Digitized by Google 



tSz SEC T ION IX. 

while the ~oft ungovernable Diforders are rais'd, 

we find, by that Means, from thl( flighteft and moft 
frivolous Occafions. 801m was no very cruel, tho', 
perha,l>s, an unjuft Legiflator, who puni/h'd Neuters 
in civil Wars; and few, I· believe, would, 'in fuch 

Cafes, incur the Penalty, were their AffeCtion and 
Difcourfe allow'd fufficient to abfolve them. No 
Selfilhnefs, and fcarce any Philofophy, has there 

Force fufficient to fupport a total Coolnefs and Indif

ference; and he muft be more or lefs than M~ 
who kindles not in the common Blaze. What Won

der, then, that moral Sentiments are found of futh 

Influence in Life; tho' fpringing from Principles, 

which may appear, at firft Sight, fomewhat emaIl 

and delicate? But thefe Principles, we muft remark~ 

are focial and univerfal: They form, in a Manner, 

'he Party of Human-kind againft Vice or Diforder, 
its common Enemy: And as the benevolent Concern 

for others is diffus'd, in a greater or lefs Degree~ 

over all1.W'en, and is the fame in all, it occurs more 
frequently in Difcourfe, is fofter'd by Society and 
Converfation, and the Blame and Approbation, -

confequent on it, are thereby rouz'd ~m that Le

thargy, into which they are probably lull'd, in fo

litary and uncultivated Nature. Other pamons, tho' 

, perhaps originally ftronger, yet being felfifh and 
private, are often over-power'd by its Force, and

yield 
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yield the Dominion of our Breait to thofe focial and 

public Principles. 

ANOTHER Spring of' o~ Conftitution, that brings 
great Addition of Force to moral Sentiment, is, the 
Love of Fame; which Mes, with fuch uncontrol'd 

Authority, in all generous Minds7 and is often the 
grand Objell: of all their Defigns and Undertakings. 
By our continual and earneft Punuit of a Charaaerr 

aN ame, a Reputation in the World, ,we bring our 
Own Deportment and Condua frequently in Review,. 

and confider how they appear in the Eyes of thore" 
who approach and regard us. This conftant Habit 
ef furveying aurrelf, as it were, in Reflexion, keep. 
alive all the Sentiments of Right aftd Wrong, and. ' 

begets, in noble Natures, a certain Reverence for
chemfelves as well as others '; which is the fureit 
Guardian of every Virtue. The animal Conve. 

Jliencies and Pleafures fink gradually in their Value ~ , 
while every inward Beauty and moral Grace is ftudi. 

Quflyacquir'd, and the Mind is accomplilh'd in each. 

PerfeaioD, ~at can adam or embelli1h a rational 

Creature. 

HEllB is the moft perfea Morality we are ac

~uainted with: Here is difplay'd the Force of many 

Sympathies. Our moral Sentiment is itfelf!l Feelin, . 

chiefly of that Nature: And our Regard to a Cha-
. rafter 

Digitized by Google 



rS4 SEC T ION IX. 
ratter with others feems to arife only from a Care of 

preferving a Character with ourfelves, in order t~ 
which we find it ncceffary to prop our tottering 
Judgment on the correfpondent Approbation of 
Mankind. 

BVT in order to accommodate Matters. and re, 
move, if pollible, every Difficulty, let us allow all 
thefe Reafonings to be falfe. Let us allow, that 
when we refolve the Pleafure, that arifes from Views 

of Utility, into the Sentiments .of Humanity and 
Sympathy, we have embrac'd a wrong Hypothefis. 

Let us confefs it neceffary to find fome other Expli

cation of that Applaufe, which is paid to all Ob
jects, whether inanimate, animate or rational, if 
they have a Tendency to promote the Welfare and 
Advantage of others. However difficult it be to 
conceive, that an Object is approv'd of, on Account 

of its Tendency to a certain End, while the End 
itielf is totally indifferent; let us fwallow this Ab
furdity, and confider what are the Confequences. 

The preceding Delineation or Definition of VIRTUE 
muft mIl retain.its Evidence and Authority: It mull 
full be allow'd, that every Qgality of the Mind. 
which is uft(u/ or agreeahle to the Perfon himft!f or to 
flther.<, communicates a Pleafore to the Spectator. 
engages his Eileem, and is admitted under the ho
Ilourable Denomination of Virtue or Merit. Arc 

not 
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notJuIlice, Fidelity, Honour. Veracity, Allegiance. 
Chall:ity efteem'd folelyon Account of their Ten
dency to promote the Good of Society? Is not that 

Tendency infeperable from Humanity, Benevolence, 
Lenity, Generofity, Gratitude, Moderation, Ten-' , 
dernefs,Friendfhfp, and all the other focial Vir

tues? Can it pollibly be doubted, that Induftry, 
Difcretion, Frugality, Secrecy, Order, Perfeverance, 

Forethought, Judgment, and that whole Clafs of 
Virtues, of which many Pages would not contain 
the Catalogue j can it be be doubted, I fay, that 
the Tendency of thefe Virtues to promote the In

tereft and Happinefs of their Pofi"efi"or is the 'fole 
- Foundation of their Merit 1 Who can difpute that 

a Mind, which fupports a perpetual Serenity· and 

Cheerfulnefs; a noble Diguity and undaunted Spirit, 
a tender Affeetion and Good-will to all around j a. 
it has more Enjoyment within itfelf, _ is alfo a 
more animating and rejoicing Speetacle, than if de
jetted With Melancholy, tormented with Anxiety, 
irritated with Rage, or funk into the moll: abjeet 
Bafenefs and Degeneracy 1 And as to the ~alities, 

_ immediat~ly agrttahle to othm, they fpeak fufliciently 

for themfelves ; and he muft be unhappy, indeed, 

either in his own Temper, or in his Situation and 
Circumftances, who has never perceiv'd the Charms 

of a facetious Wit or flowing Affability, of a delicate 
Modefty 
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Modelly or decent Genteelnefs of Add.efs and Man-

ner. 

• I AM fenfible, that nothing can he more unphilo
fDy.~1 than to be pofitive or dogmatical on :my 
Subjetl; and that, even if exujJi""e Scepticifm could 
be maintain'd, it would not ~e more deftruaive to 
all juft Reafoning and Enquiry. I am convinc'd, 
that, where Men are the mull: fure and arrogant, they 

are commonly the moft miftaken, and have there 
given Reins to Paffion, without that proper Delibera. 
tion and Sufpence, which can alone fecure them from 

the gro1feil: Ahfurdities. Yet I muil: confefs, that 

this Enumeration puts the Matter in fo ftrong a 
Light, that I cannot, at prrfint, be more aff'ur'd· of 
any Truth, which I learn from Reafoning and Ar. 
gument, than that Virtue c:onfifts altogether in the 

Ufefulnefs or AgreeableRefs of ~alities to the 
Perfon himfelf, polfeil: of them, or to others, who 

have any Intercourfe with him. But when I reSe8, 

that, tho' the Bulk and Figure of the Earth have 

been meafur'd and delineated, tho' the Motions of the 

Tides have been accounted for, the. Order and j 
<Economy of the heavenly Bodies fUbjetled to their 
proper Laws, and INFINITE itfelf red.uc'd to. 

Calculation; yet Men il:i1l difpute concerning the 

foundation of thc:ir moral Duties: When I reReEl 
Oil this, {fay. I fall ba,ck into Diffidence and Scep. 

. tiaCma 
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ticifm. and fufpeCt, that an Hypothefis, fo obvious. 
had it been a true one, would, long 'ere now, have 
been receiv'd, by the unanimous Suffrage and Con. 
Cent of Mankind.. 

PA R T II. 

T ,H ERE remains nothing, but to confider 

brie~y our Ohligation to Virtue, and to en. 

quire, whether every Man, who has any Regard to 

his own Happillefs and Welfare, will .not heft find 

his Account in the PraCtice of every,moral Duty. If 
this can be clearly akertain'd from the foregoing 
Theory, w;} fhall have the Satisfaetion to reflea. 

that we have advanc'd Principles, which not only. 

'tis hop'd, will ftand the Teft of Reafoning and 
Enquiry, but may contribute to the Amendment of 
Men's Lives, and their Improvement in Morality 
and focial Virtue. And tho' the philofophical Truth 
of any Propofition by no Means· depends on its 

Tendency to promote the Intereft of Society; yet a 
Man has- but a bad Grace, who delivers a Theory, 

. however true, which, he muft confefs, leads to a 
Praetice, dangerous and pernicious. Why rake into 

thofe Corner$ of Nature, which fpread a Nuifance 

all around ?Why dig up the. Peftilence from the 

Pit, in which it; i& bury'd? The Ingenuity of your 

Refearche. 
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Refearches may be admir'd; but your Sytlems will 
be detetled : And Mankind will agree, if they can
not refute them, to fink them, at lead; in eternal 
Silence and Oblivion : Truths, which are pernicious 

to Society, if any fuch there be, will yield to Erron, 

which are falutary and ad'VantageollS. 

BliT what philofophical Truths can 'be more ad
vantageous to Society, than thofe here deliver'd, 

which re,prefent Virtue in aU her genuine and motl 
engaging ('harms, and make us approach· her with 
Eafe, Familiadty aml'AffeCtion 1 The difmal Drefs 
falls off', with which many Divines, and fome Philo
fophers had covei'd 'her; and nothing appears but 
Gentlenefs, Humanity, Beneficence, Affability; nay 

even, at proper Intervals, Play, Frolic, and Gaiety. 

She talks not of ufelefs Aufterities and Rigors, Suf

ferance and Self-denial. She declares, that her fole 
Purpofe is, to make her Votaries and all Mankind, 
during every Inftant of their E;.if1:ence, if poffible, 
cheerful and happy; nor c.oes /he ever willingly part 

with any Pleafure but ill Hopes of ample Compen-· ~ 
fation in fome other Period of their Lives. The fole 

Trouble /he demands is that of jun Calculation, and 

a freddy Prcfl!rence of the greater Happinefs .. And 
if any auftere Pretenders approach her. Enemies to 

Joy and Pleafure, ~le either rejeCts them as Hypo

crites and Deceivers, or if file' admits them in her 
Tram. • 
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Train, they are rank'd, however, among the leaft 
favour'd of her Votaries. 

AlID indeed, to drop all figurative Expreffion, 

what Hopes can we ever have of engaging Mankind 
to a Praaice, which we confefs full of Aufte~ty and 

Rigour ? Or what Morality can ever ferve any ufe
fulPurpofe, unlefs it can fhow, by a particular Detail, 
that all the Duties it recommends, are alfo the tine 

Interefl: of each Individual? And the peculiar Ad
vantage of the foregoing Theory, {eerns to be, that 
it furnilhe.s proper Mediums for that Purpofe. 

THAT _the Virtues, which are immediately ufefJ 
or agreeable to the Penon, pofi'efl: of them, are de
firable in a View to Self-intereil, 'it would furely be 

fuper~uous to prove. Moralifts, indeed, may fpare 
themfelves all the Pains they often take in recom
mendingthefe Duties. To what Purpofe collea 
Arguments to evince, that Temperance is advanta

geous, and the Excefi'es of Pleafure hurtful? When 
it appears, that thefe Excefi'es are only denominated 

ruch, becaufe they are hurtful; and that, if the un

limited Ufe of fuong Liquors, f9r Inftance, no 

more impair'd Health or the Faculties of the Mind 

and Body than the Ufe of Air or Water, itwould 

not be a whit more vicious or blameable. 

IT 
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IT feems equally fuperfluous to prove, that tlie 

Virtues of Good-manners and Wit, 

D,;:c:ency and Gnntnelnef; are more def!l'able than 

%;hc' contrary Q;;:alitics. V;milY Illone, with/;;nt nth«:r 
Confideratinns, i; a (,fficiem MotivIl t/; ;flak.e ,;s 

wil"h the Poffeilion of there Iic;;;nmpli£hments. No 
Man was ever willingly deficient in tliis ParticuliU'. 

All O~!l' Failures here proceed from bad Education, 

WIlnt fIf C;;pacit'!, nr a perverfe and unpliable Dif. 
pOiltiIftn. \Vould yon h/;ve y;;u; CGInpany eOfIeted, 

admir'd, follow''!; r;;mer th;m de£pis'd, 

avoided? Can anyone ferioufly deliberate in the 
C/ee? As no Enjoyment is nncere, without forne 

R;;fer,;;n;;;; tIft Cesn;pa;/y and Society; fo no Society 

esan b;;' 0;; eaen tolerable, wl-£ra a Man 
feels hi; Prei"i;nre unwdc;;mu, find .difcovers all 

around him Symptoms nf Aa;;dioll and Dugurt. 

BUT why, in the greater Society or Confederacy 

of Mankind, Ihould not the Cafe be the fame as in 
particular Clubs and Companies 1 Why is it more 
donbtful, that th;; unlarg'd Virtu;;s e;f Hutnanity, 

G/.rnerofty, B;;neficuncu are dafrrt,bl;; with a Vihv 

to Happinefs and than the limited En. 
dowments uf Ingennity ;;nd Pnlitr;nafs Are we 

apprehenlive, . that thnfe fotial AH"ecaesns haae a 

greater and more immediate Intuference, than any 
2 ot)1cr 
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od,er pig"ate a1,1 cannot 

gratify'd without rome impoitant Sacrifices of Hll~ 

nour and Advantage? If [0, we are but ill inJtruEted 
in the Natnin of Imman 1nd a" mllin 

influenc'd by verbal DiftinEtions than by real Dif. 

f"nncl'l. 

WHATEVE.R ContradiEtion, may vulgarly be [up-
hntwixt the /bciah nnd /dfifo Sl,ntimentl nr Dif~ 

pofitions, they are really no more oppofite than 
{iHiill "nd fdfifH nnd revengeful, feHiHI 

thiie an Plli~ 

penfity of rome Kind, in order to be a Bafis to Self-

line, gining Rdiill the of iis Pni-

{nit ;" ilid nnne wnre fOi this thllll Beni-

licence or Humanity The Goods of Fortune are 
oni Nratificatinn onlther" Thi Mifm, wfo 

accumulates his annual Income, and lends it out nt 
Intereft, has really fpent it in the Gratification of 

Anmice" AIlh'twnild diffnult 
• Man is more a .Lofer by a generous AEtion, than 

any othni Method Expencn j fince the utmoft 
en" attllin, thIl mofr elah;;ratn Selfif"llefs, is 

the Indulgence of fome Affettion. 

N ow if Life, without Paffion, muft be altogether 

infipid and tire[ome ; let a Man fuppofe he has full 
of modeHing his "?Vn vnd lllt 

him 
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him deliberate what Appetite or Defire he would. 
cho<>fc for the Fmmdazion of his allh 

Enjoyment. Every Affeaion, he would obferve. 

when gnatify'h by SUCCe2S, give, pr"~ 

s,ortiGn'd to its Force and Violence; but befides this 

Advantage, common to u11, imrn,',diate Feeling 
nf Beuevoleuce nnd F,iendiliip, Humanith and 
!Gndnefs, is fweet, fmooth, tenBer, end agrneable, 

d aH Fonene and Accisunts. Thnfn 

Virtues are befides attended with a pleafing Con
fnioufnefs and Remembmnce, nnd u, in Hn~ 

mour with ourfelves as weJI as others; while we re- . 

trin Refbdion haning dm~e Onn 

Part towards Mankind and Society. And tho' ail 

Men £1tow Jea!onfy of nur fuocefs the £1nrfUlt" 
of Avarice or Ambition; yet are we almoft fure of 

nheir GoodmHl lonh ns 
f,erfennre in the Paths of Virtue, and emplod our-
felves ill the Execution gene,ous j'hns 

f,ofes, Wh"t othnt Paffion is thnre, mhere 
Pur- . 
flunll 

find fa many Advantages united; an agreeable Sen ... 

timent, a a 
tion? But of thefe Truths, we may obferve, Mell 

"re, themfdves, pretEd much ,ronvi,K'd; g,or 

they deficient in their Duty to Society, becaure they 

nt!OUlh not wiili be h"neron" fri"nhly, Kid hn, 
mane j but becaufe they do not feel themfeIves fuch.-

Tp,,,,',Tnrn 

D" ~Ie 



''T'RV, THiC Vice with the greatel1: CandQcr, and 

making it al1 poffible Cunceffiolls, we mUll acknow

ledge, that there is not, in any r Ihitance, tlll: fmaHeR. 

Pretext for giving it the Preference above Virtne, 

with:\ View to Sdfintctdl ,except, p-crhaps, in 

the Cafe of Jllflice, where a Man, taking Things 

in a certain Light, may often fcem to be l Lofer by 

his Integrity. And tho' 'tis acknowledg'd, th:tt, 

without ;;l Regard tu Property; no Socioty could 

!ubfifr.; yet :\cccrding to the ililperfea Way, in whicll 

human Affairs are condu&d, a f!'nfible Knav.e, in 

particular Incidents, may think, "that an Aft of Ini~ 

ot Infidelity will make a confiderable Addition 

to his Fortunr:J without z.;aufing aqy confiderable 

Breach in the fDcial Uf',lon and Confr:dcracy'. That 

HCilejly ii the /Jefl Po/icy, may bea good genr:ra 

Rule; hut is liable to man, Exceptiuns: And he. 
it may, perhaps, he jndg'd, t!'ndu& himfelf with 

mol\; Wifdom, who obferves the genera! Rule, .and 

take~ ll..dvantage of all t.'Ie Exceptions. 

I MU~T confef!', that if a M:m thinks, that this 

Reafoning much requires an Anfwer, 'twill be a 

little difficult to find any, that will to him appear 
fatisfallor'/ ant! convincing, If hi~ Heart does not 

rebel againft fuch pernicious Maxims, if he fed~ no 

ReluCtance 

~It lO ,\ .( C !I : 



'9+ SEC T ION IX. 
Reluctance to the Thoughts of Villainy or Bafenefs, 

he has indeed loft a confiderable Motive to Virtue j 

and we may expect, that his Practice will be an

fwerable t() his Speculation. But in all ingenuOllS 

Natures, the Antipathy to Treachery -and Roguery 
is too ftrong to be counter-ballanc'd by any Views of 

Proht or pecuniary Adyantage. Inward Peace of 

Mind, Confcioufnefs of Integrity, a fatisfactory Re

"iew of our own Conduct; thefe are Circumftances 

very requifite to Happinefs, and will be cherifh'd and 
cultivated by every honeft Man, who feels the Im
portance of them. 

SUCH a one has, befides,- the freque~t Satisf."lClion 

of feeing Knaves, with all their pretended Cunning 

and Ability, betray'd by their own Maxims; and 

while they purpofe to cheat only with Moderation 
and Secrecy, a tempting Incident occurs, Nature is 
frail, and they give into the Snare; whence they cm 

never extrica.te themfelves, without a to~ Lofs of 
Reputation, and the Forfeiture of all future Tral 
and Confidence with Mankind. 

BUT were they ever fo {eaet and fuccefsful, the 

honeft Man, if he has any Tincture of Philofophy, 

or even common Ob{ervation and ReBellion, will 
difcover, that they- themfelves are, in the End, the 

&I'eateft Dupes, and have facrific'd the invaluable 

% Enjoyment 
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"CONCLl1Sl0N of tin Whok. I"9J 
;Enjoyment&( a Charatl:er, with themfelves atleaft. 
for the Acquifition ofworthlefs Tgys and Gewgaws. 

How: little is requifite to fupply the N~c.tjJities of .Na
ture? And in the View of Plea/un, whatCo~pa. 

rifon betwixt .'the unbought Satisfaaions of .Conver. 

,fation, Society, Stu4y, even.Health and the common 

Beauties .of Nature, but efpecialJy the. peacefUl Re
,Hemon on· one's own Condutl: : W)lat Comparifon, 
I fay, betwixt thefe, and the feverifu, empty Amufe

'.ments of Luxury and Expence? Thefe natural Plea • 
. fures, indeed, are really without Price; both becaufe 

·they are below all Price in :their Attainment, and 

.above it in their. En,i?yment. 

Xz APPENDIX 
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A P PEN D I X I. 

COllcerlling mora! SEN TIM E NT •. 

I F the foregoing Hypothefis be receiv'd; 'twilr 

now be eafy for us to determine th~ Qgeftion firft 
flared-, concerning the general Princlplesof Morals i 
and tho' we poflpon'd the Deeifion of that <l!!eftion, 

lell: it fhould then involve us in intricate Speculation~. 
which are totally unfit formoraI.Difcourfes, we may 
refume it at prc{cnt, and examine ho~ far either 

Reafin or Sentiment enters into all moral Determi

Dations. 

THI! chief Foundation of moral Pf.lifc being [up-

• pos'd to lie in the Ufefulnefs of any ~ality or 

ACtion; 'tis evident, that Rea/OIl muft enter for a 

confiderable Share in all Determinations of this 

Kind; fmee nothing but that Faculty can inftruct llS 

jn the Tendency of <l!!alities and Actions, and point 

• Sea. I. 
K3 out 
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I!9S; A' P P E'N D IX L 
out their·' beneficial' Confequences to Society and to 
their Pofi"effors. In many Cafes, this is an Affair 
liable to great.Controverfr: Doubts mayarite.,; op
po4ite Interefts occur; and a Preference muft be 
given to one Side, from very nice Vi~ws and a fmall 
Overballance of Utility. This is. par.ticularly re

markable ill ~eftions with regard to Juftice; as is, 

indeet\, natural to ftSppofe ftom that ~cies o[ Uti
lity; which attends this Virtue·. Were every fmgle 
Inftance of J uftice, like that of Benevolence, bene
ficial and ufeful to Society; this would be. a mor.e 

f~ple State of the Cafe, and fddom Uable to great 

Controverfy.. But as. fi'ngl~ Inftimces of luftic;e ate 

often perniCious, in their firft and immediate Tell
dency, arid 'as the Advantage to Society refults only 
from the Obfervance of the general Ru,le, and from 
the Concurrence and' Combination of fever;U Penons 

in the' fame' equitable Condutf; the Cafe here ~

eomes more intricate and involv'd. T1le various Cit. 
c:umftances of SoCiety ; the various Confequencc& of 

any PraRice; t!le various IntereI1:s, which may·be 
propos'd': Thefe on- manl Occafions ate douW'ul, 

and fubjeR to great Difcuffion and Enqu.h1· 
The Objea of municipal Laws is to fix all 
~efHons with regard to Juftice: The Debates of 
Civilians; the· RefleCtions of Politicians; the Pr~-

.. See Appendil II •. 
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Conrtrnfng moral SENTI Ml!NT. 19'9 

cedents of Hiftories and public Records, are aU 
direB:ed to the fame Purpofe. And a very accura'e 

Reafln or Judgment is ofceR requifite, to give the true 

"Determination, amidft fl.lCh intricate Doubts arifing 

from obfcure or oppofite Utilities. 

BUT tho' Reafon, when fully afi!iled and improv'd, 

be fufficient to inftruB: us in the pernicious or ufeful 

Tendellcies of ~alities and AcHons; it is not alone 

fufficient to produce any moral Blame or Approba

tion. Utility is only a Tendency to a certain End; 

and were the End totally indifferent to us, we fuould 

feel the fame" Indifference towards the Means. 'Tis 

reqaifite aStlltimtllt fuoulJ here difplay i~felf, m order 

to give a Preference to the ufeful above the perni

cious Tendencies. This Sentiment can be-no other" 
than a FeeImg for the Happinefs of Mankind, and 
a Refentment of their Mifery; fince thef~ are the 

different Ends, which Virtue and Vice have a Ten

dency to promote. ~ere therefore, Reafon inftruB:s 

us in the feveral Tendencies of Aaions, and Huma
mty makes a Diftinaion in favour of thofe, which 

.' are ufeful and bene£cial. " 

THIS Partition betwixt the Faculties of Uncfer

fl:anding and Sentiment, in all moral DecffioDS, 

fecms clear from. the preceding Hypothefis. But I 
Dian wppofe that Hypothefis falfe: 'Twill then be: 

k ~ ~equiUte. 
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200 APr E: N D I X r. 
requifite to look out for rome other Theory, that 

may be fatisfaaory ; and I dare venture to affirm, 
that none fuch will ever be found, as long as we 

{uppofe Reafon to be the fole Source of Morals. To 
prove this, it will be proper to weigh the five follow. 

ing Confiderations. 

I. 'TIS eafy for a {alfe HYPQthefis to maintain 

fome Appearance of Truth, while it keeps altoge

ther in Generals,. makes ufe·of undefin'd Terms, and. 

employs Comparifons, infread of Infrances. This. 

is particularly remarkable in that Philofophy, which 

afcribes the Difcernment of all moral Diftinaions to

Reafon alone without the Concurrence of Sentiment. 

'Tis irnpoffible, in any particular Infrance, that thiS' 
Hypothc1is can fo much as be render'd intelligible; 

whatever {pedous Figure it may' make in general 
Declamations and Difcourfes. Examine the Crime 

of, Ingrtzlitude, for Inftance ;', which has Place. 

wherever we obferve Good-will, exprefr and known. 

along with Good-offices perform'd, on the one Side. 

and a Return of ID-wiU or Indifference, with iiI. 
offices or N egle~, on the other: Anatomize all 

th~fe Cir~umfrances, and examine~ by your Reafon. 

alone, wherein conilll:s the Demerit or Blame: You 
never will come to any I1l'ue or Conc1ufian. 

REASON 
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dJncerning mora/SEIfTIMENT. 201 

REASON judges·,either of Matter of FaD or of Re

latiolU. Enquire then, fir:ft, where is that Matter of 

FaCt, which we here call Crime; point it out; de

termine the Time of its Exiftence ; defcribe its 
Elfence or Nature; explain the Senfe or Faculty, to 

which it difcovers itfel£' It refides in the Mind of 

the Pelion, who is ungrateful. He muft, therefore, 
feel it and be confciou5 of it. But nothing is there, 

txeept the ramon of Ill-will or abfolute Indifference .. 

Yoa cannot fay, that thefe, of themfelves, always" 
and in all Circumftances, are Crimes. No: They 
are only Crimes, when direCted towards Perfons,. 
who have before expreft and difplay'd Good-will . 
towards us. ConfequentlY1 we may infer, that the. 
Crime of Ingratitude is not any particular individual; 
Fan; but arifes from a Complication of Circum
ftances, which, being, prefented to the Spectator,. 
excites the Sentimmt of Blame, by the particular: 
StruCture and Fabric of his Mind. 

, 'rH1S Reprefentation, you fay, is falfe. Crime, ., 

,bJdeed, confifts not in a particular Fall, of whofe 

Reality we are afl"ur'd by Reafon: But i~ confifts in 
certain m01"z/ Relations, difcoverable by ReafoD, in 
the fame Manner as we difcover, by ltea[on, the 

Truth! of Geometry or Algebra. But what are 
the RelatioJls, I alk, of which you here talk? Tn 

K S the 
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%oz.. A P N D X f" .. 
theCafa {bled aboae, fee fril: Goaf-will 

offce:s, in 0I1a Parfon; tfen HI-will dmd Hl-dlic:s:ss 

in the e?th4't: : thefr:, ther:s:s is- tha Relaticin 

()f CorrtraaitlJ,? Does the Crime contiil: iil that Re
lation? But fuppofe a Perfon bore meIll-will ar 
did me Ill-offices; and I j in retlim, were incli.ifereut 

towardr hitn, or did him : Here is the 
fante Re1atilmsd- Contaarit,ty. and y~t 

js higdlr.laudahle. 'fwi£fan,f tum this :M.atter, ~ 

mnch rrS dt;LUwill, d~n carL never rei the Morality . 

. ~mRelation; but muil: have Recourfeto the Deci.

fions of Sentiment. 

Wdi.N 'cis L4ffirm'd; th;fk twn and three are equal 

to the naIf of ten; . this Relation of Equality. I 

und'erffand perfeaIy. I' conceive. that if ten be di
vided into two Parts, of which one has as many. 

Vnii:es as the otder; and if any. of thef;·, P;irtS be 

CL4mp;;r'd to; two ;l<hhrd it wiU aantiUn ii£8 

ilL4nd Unites thlt Nnmbaa~ Butwhl'4l1 

'flU draw tnelae Comparifln tn moral Relotioo?E!,. 

I nwn? I nm altogeth;;r ot a. lafs tel 'Ilnderftand ~",,'l. 
A moral ACtion, a Crime, fuch as Ingratitude, is a 

complicated ObjeCt. Does the Morality conflft in 
the Relation of its l'arts to each vthet. How 1 

Chef what Manner the Relotton: Be 

l??nre pa?·tkular r.nd axplicito in hOUt Pm})()fittOTrl;; 

.lad ytu will fet thtiI FIlIhnnd. 
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No. fay you, the Morality confifrs in the Relation. 

of AaiORs to the Rule of Right; and they are de-· 
Dominated good or ill, according. as they agree. or: 
difagree with it. What then is this Rule of Right ~ 

Wherein does it confUl? How is it'determin'd? 
BY'Reafon. you'll fay, which en'mines the moral 

Relations of A8ions. So that moral Relations are' 

determin'd by the Comparifon of Allions tGl a Rule. 

And that Rale is determin'd by confidering thcr 
moral Relations of Objefu. Is not this nne Rea~ 

foning? 

Au. this is Metaphyfics,. you cry. That is' 
enough: There needs nothing more to give a ftrong' 

Prefumption of Falfuood. Yes. reply I : Here are 
Metaphyfics furely: But they are all on your Side, 
who advance an abftrufe Hypothefis. which can' 
never be made intelligible, nor quadrate to- any par-
1icular Infrance or Illuftration.. The Hypothefis we 

embrace is plain~ It· maintains. that Morality is de~' 

termin'd by Sentiment. It defines Virtue to be,· 

whlltt'Ver mental AoUm Dr ~lUlljty gives tl} a SpOator 

'he pleafing Sentiment of ApprobQtiDn; and Vice the 
contrary . We then proceed to examine a plail): 

Matter of Faa •. viz. what Aaions have this Influ-· 

ence : We confider all the Circumftances,. in which. 

thefe Aaions agree: And from thence endeavour t! 
K. 6 extrafr. 
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204 A. P PEN D I X I. 
extraCt fome general Obfervations with regard r.o 
thefe Sentiments. If you call-this Metaphyfics, and 
lind any thilig abftrufe here, you need only conclude, 
that your Turn of Mind is not Wited to the moral 
Sciences. 

II. WHit! a Man, at any Time, deliberates COB

c;erning his own ConduCt, (as, wh~ther he had 
better, in a particular Emergence, afiift a Brother or 

a Bent:faCtor) he muft confider thefe feparate Rela
tions, with the whole Circumftances and Situation 
of the Perfons, ·in order to determine his fuperior 
Duty and Obligation: .And in order to determine 

the Proportion of Lines in any Triangle, 'tis ne
ccfi'ary to examine the Nature of that Figure, and 
the Relations, which its feveral Parts bear to each 
other. But notwithftanding this apparent Similarity 
in the two Cafes, there is, at the bottom, an ex
treme Diff~rence betwixt them. A fpecul:l.tive 
Reafoner concerning Triangles or Circles confidcrt 
the feveral known and given Relations of the PartIl 

of thefe Figures; and from thence infers fome .
,known Relation, which is dependent on the former. 

But in moral Deliberations, we muft be acquainted, 
before-hand, with all the ObjeCts, and all their Re

lations to£ach other; and from a Comparifon of 
ihe whOle·, fix ollr Choice or Approbation . No new 

,Salt to be afceJ'tain'd: No new Relation to' be 
.~. , 

difcovu'd. 

: i 
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Dillc/rlling moral SENTIM_ENT. ~o-; 

c!ifcover'd. _The whole Circumftances of the Cafe 

are fuppos'd to be laid before us, 'ere we can fix any 

Sentence of Blame or Approbation. If any material. 

Circumftance be yet unknown or doubtful, we muft 

firll employ our Enquiry or intelleflual Faculties to 
affure us of it; and fufpend for a Time all moral 

Deemon or Sentiment. While we are ignorant. 
whether a Man was Aggrelfor or not, how can we 
determine, whether the Perf on, who kill'd him, be 

criminal or innocent? But after every Circumftance, 

every Relation is known, the Underftanding has no 
farther R.oom to operate, nor any Objefl, on whIch 

it could employ itfelf. The' Approbation or Blame, 

which then enfues, cannot be the Work of the Judg- _ 

ment, but of the Heart, and is not a fpeculative Pro

pofition or Affirmation, but an active Feeling or Sen

timent. 1ft the Difquifitions of the Underftanding, 

from known Circumftances and Relations, we infer 

rome new and unknown. In moral Decifions, the 

-whole Circumll:ances and Relations mull: be ante

cedently known; and the Mind, from the Conte~ 
plation of the Whole, feels fome new lmprefiion of 

Affe8ion or Difguft, Efteem or Contempt, Appro

bation or Blame. 

HENCE the treat Difference betwixt a Miftake of 

Fall and one of Righ ; and hence the ReafoD, why 

the one is commonly criminal and not the other. 
When 
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206 A P P R N D I X I. 
When OEdipus kill'd LaiuJ, he was ignorant of tIle' 
Relation, and f·om CiFeum§Yane,·s, innooent and. in

f,m,'d ('rroe,Q;,,; Opiniuns 

the AHioit he committed. Bot when Ncrc ki1l'd 
Ag,ipp;oa, all the Relations betwixt himfe1f and.the 
Penon, and all the Circumftances of the F att were 

antecedently known to him: But the Motiv~ of Re:. 

venge, or Fear or Interell, in his ravage Heart, pre

vail'd over the SentIments uf anti Homanity. 

lind wtien we D,telletion agninfthim, tei; 

whi,h himddf, in little b,tam(' infen··. 
3:iblt ;' 'tis not, that we dee ,r.y of which 
lie mas ignoran4 but that, from the Rettitude of 

our Difpofitio~, we feel Sentiments, againll which 
ne was harden'd, from Flattery and a long.PerEeVe~ 
rance in tho me,ll onOrntOUE CrimefT. th,:;fe don~ 

nnt DHcovnry nf Oebtio,;t of 

nny Kbd, do all mt>tal Detem;inatinl1S codift'. 
BefnIe we c,n pretend to form any Decifion. of this 

Kind, every Thing mull be known and afcertain'd 
en the Side of the Objett or Attion. Oothing re~ 

mains hut to feel, nn nnr force hIntimellt of 
hlawe Ahprohatinn, whence WI prnnOl1k1Ce the. 

eriminall1r l1izrU110S. 

III. THIS DoCtrinewiU become more evident. 

if we compare morch Beauty rcith nImral, te; whOh, 
j" mttny l'artiCulr.rs, it heart to e~' Refe:liflru-,,:e. 

'Tis 
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COjUertitng moralS'iNTH4El.fT. 20r 

un Pmportinn, RelaTion, nnd Pufitiorr of 

Partr~ that allllrturrlBelluzy ; but'twnnld' 

be abfurd thence to infer, that the Perception of 
likr thnr of ~l ~rurk in llrrrrmerrrc:al 

canfifts altogether in the Percektion of Rdati15ns-, 
and was perform'd entirely. by the~ Underftanding ct 

inteHuctuuJ FOunltirrrr~ Irr aU the- lc::ienoes, lrUr 

- Mind, ~ from the known Relations, inveftigates the 

rrnk15nwn; But in all DecHions of ~fafte or external 

tOrr w]roje R.Datinkirr arrr hard obkiious 

to the Eye, ahd we thence prdteedto feel a Senti~ 

of Cornphrcenrry Or Difgnft, acc::orHing to the 

. Nakinrre· of [he ad Diff0{ition· our Or.:. 

gans.. 

E U eLI D has fnl(y nxpbiil'd all the Q!!rrIities' 

of the CitcIe; buthas not, in'any Propofition, faid' 

Dlord its 'nre Rrofon eviiCnt. 'rhe 

Beauty is not a <i!!a1ity of the Citcle. It lies nat iIi 

any Part of tire Line, whofe h~ are all equally 

diftn15t frrrm a rr15rnm150 Cn15ler, Kt is only the 

which that' Figure operates upon the Mirtd, whofa 

pe<diar Fobrk or Smrctmr:: renrCrs of 

fuch Sentinrenrrr. 115 vai15, wrdd looh for it in 

the Circle, or feek it; either by your Senfes or by 

maFiematicaf Deafo15ingrr, in nil of 

that Figtu'n, 
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ATTEND to Pallatlio and Perrault, while they ex

plain all the Parts and Preportions of a Pillar : They 
talk of the Cornice and Freeze and Bafe and Enta
blature and Shaft and Architrave; and give the De

fcription and Po1ition of each of thefe Members. 
But 1hould you, afit the Defcription and Pofirion of 
its Beauty, they would readily reply, that the Beauty 

ii not any of the- Parts 01' Members of a Pillar, but 

refults from the Whole, when that complicated Fi

gure is prefented to an intelligent Mind, fufceptiblc 

of thofe finer Senfations. Till fuch a Speaator ap
pear, there is nothing but a Figure of fuch particular

Dimenfions and Proportions : From his Sentiments 

alone arifes its Elegance and Beauty. 

AGAIN; attend to CicerIJ, while he paints the 

Crimes of a Yerres or a Catiline; you nluil acknow

Jedge, that the moral Turpitude refults, in the fame 

Manner, from the Contemplation of the 'Whol,,_ 
when prefented to a Being, whofe Organs have fucll 

a particular Strufiure and Formation. The Orator 
may paint Rage, Infolence, Barbarity on the one 
Side: Meeknefs~ Suft"erance, Sorrow, Innocence on 

the other: But if you feel no Indignation or Com

paffion arife in you from this Complication of Cir
cllmftances, you would in vain afk him, wherein 
tonfifts the Crime or Villainy, which he fo vehe-

mently 
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Conurllillg morarSENTJMEN,.; 209-

mentTy exc:1aims againft: At what Time, or on what 

SubjeCl it firft began to exift: And what has a few 

Months afterwards become. ef it, when every Dif~ 
pofition and Thought of all the AClors is totally 
alter'd or anniltilated.. No fatisfaClory Anfwer can 

lle given to any of thefe ~et1:io~s, upon the abftraa 

Hypotheis of Morals; and we mullaflaft.acknow-· 
ledge, that the Crime or. Immorality is no particular:

Faa or Relation, which can be the Objea of the: 
Underftanding-: But aofes altogether from the Sen ... 
timent of Difapprobation, which, by the Struaure' 

of human Nature, we unavoidably feel on the Ap
prehenfion of Barbarity or Treachery. 

IV. lNAKlMATB Objeas may bear to'eadi oilier 

all the fame Relations, which we obferve in moral' 

Agents j tho' the former can never be the Objell: of 

Love or Hatred, nor are 6:onfequently fufceptible or.

Merit. or Iniquity. A yOWlg Tree" that over-tops. 
or deftr~ys its Parent, from whofe Seed it fprong .. 
ftands in all the fame Relations with &rD, when he 
murder'd AgrippiJza ;. aDd if Morality c.onfiflecl in ally~ 

abftrall: Relations, would, no doubt, he eqaally 

criminal. 

V. IT appcats evident, that the ultimate Ends of' 

hwmm Aaions can never, in any Cafe, be accounted. 

ror by Reqfon, but recommend thenlfelves entirely to, 
the 
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the Sentiments and Aft"eaions of Mankind, with~t 
any Dependance on the intelleCtual Faculties. A1k 
a .. Man, 'Why he ufos Exercift; he will anfwer, hecatife 

he dejires to leep his Health. If you then enquire, 'Wi] 

he dejires Health, he will readily reply, hecaufe Sic1mifs 

i.< painful. If you pulh your Enquiries farther, and 

def1J'e a Reafon, 'Why he hales Pain, 'tis impoffible he 

can e\'er give any. This is an ultimate End, and is 

never refer'd to any other Ohjea. 

PERHAPS, to your fecond Q!!effion, 'Why he tbJirrt 
lIealth, h~ may alfo reply, that 'lis rerJldjite for thl 

Extrcift of his Calling • . If yoo a1k, 'Why he is tJ1Ixious 
on that head, he will anfwer, iJecllJlfo he 'eftrls to get 
Monty. If you demand, Why! It is the Inftrwr.tIIt 
0/ P/eafore, fays he. And beyond this, 'tis an Ab. 
furdity to a1k for' a Reafon. 'Tis impoffible there 
can be a Progrefs in infinitum; and that one Thing 

ca~ always be the Reafon, why ~other i5 def1l"d. 
Something mull be def1J'able on its own Account, and 
becaufe of its iDunediate Accord or Agreement-with 
human Sentiment and Aft"eaion. 

Now as Virtue is an End, ana is defirabIe en i. 
own Account, without Fee or Reward. merely for 
the immediate Satisfaaion it conv.:ys; 'tis requi£tc 
there lhould be fome Sentiment, w'hich it touches; 
rome internal Tafte 9r Feeling, or whatever you 

_ pleafc 
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,kefe to which diftinhdhes ttltttal Gtttth and 
Eyil, and tleheich emhtcces the one and rejefis·t1l.e 
ether. 

THUS the diftinct Boundaries and Offices of Reafon 

and 'Tlllfle artt E;rlily ;C(certaln 'ell Thc former cOllvey" 

the of Truth and Fallhood: The latter 

gives the Sentimen~' of Beauty and Deformitye 

Vicc ;rnd Victue. The oo;r dikoOCTt at 

they really frand in Nature, without Additio,n or 
Diminutioll The other hilts 

and guilding or fraining all natural Objects with the 
Colours, bnmllw'd h'om imemal raife;? 

in a new Creatiott. Reufon, being cool 

and difengag'd, is no Motive to Action, and direCts 
onlh the JmTnlfe, rte'l,;lv'd Appetite or fttdina~ 
tion, by lhowing us the Means. of obtaining Happi. 
nefc avoidir'tg as gives dle,;afuro 

Qr Pain, and thereby conftitutes Happinefs orMifery • 
. beclemes a Motive Action; and the ncft Spring 

, or Impulfe Defillll and TllHtion. From t:il'cum~ 

frances and Relations, known or fuppos'd, the for

mer heads t~e of thee concllel'd and 
unknown : After an Circ~ftances and Relations 
arE laid bef:xl'l us, lattoll makEl feel from the 
Whole a new Sentiment of Blame or Approbation. 
The Standard of the one, being founded on the Na

t\lll. rf it eternal lod ll,en bh 

the 
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the Will of the Supreme Being: The Standlttd'o( tInt 
t>ther, arifing from ,the internal Frame and Conftitu

tioil of Animals, is ultimately deriv'd from that Su

preme Will, who beftow'd on each being its peculiar: 

Nature, and arrang'd the feveral Cla1fes and Orders: ' 
« 'Exiftence. 

-

A P p,~ N D rx 
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APPENDIX II. 

~Dme fartber Co'!foJeraJions witb regard I. 

JUSTICE.. 

T. If E Intention of this Appendix is to give 
fome more particular Explication of the Ori

gin and NatQJ'e of Jullii:e, and mark rome Diife

rences betwixt.it:and the other Vil'tlles. 

THE facial Virtues of Humanity and Benevolence 
exert their Influence immediately, by a direCl Ten
dency or In~; whicll kt4:ps chie6y in Vjew the 

fimple ObjeCl, that moves the Aff'eilions, I.!1d.com
prehends not any Scheme or Sjrftem. nor the Confe

quences refolting from the Concurrence, Imitation, 
or Example, of others. A Parent flies to the Relief 

of his Child; tran(po1te.d ~y that· natural Sympathy, 

which aetuate,9 him, and wbiElh afFOrds no Leifure 

to refte6·.on the Sentiments· or ConduCl of the reft 

of ManlGind in like .. Circllmftances. A generous 
Man 
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Man embraces cheerfully an Opportunity of ferving 
his Friend; becaufe he then feels himfelf under the 
Domi!lion -of the beneficent Afi"effions, nor _is, he 
concern'd whether any. other Penon in the Univerfe 
was ever before afhtated by fuch noble Motives, or 
will ever afterwards pr~ve their Influence. In ,all 
thefe cafes, thefocial Pallions havJ: in View-a fingle 

individual Objea, and purfue alone the Safety or 
Happinefl of the Penon, lov'a and efteem"'d. . With ", 
this, they are fatisfy'd: In this. they acquicfce. 

And as the Good refulting from their benign Influ
ence, is in itfelf compleat and entire, it alfo excites 

the moral Sentiment of Approbation, without any 
Re6effio.n on fartherConfequences, or more enlarg'd 

Views of the Concurrence or Imitation of the other. 

Members of Society. On the contrary, were the 
generous Friend or difinterefted Patriot to. ftand alone 

in the Praffice of Beneficence; this would rather in.
hauce his Value in our E}'eS, and 30ln the Praife of 
Rarity and N.ovelty to his other more exalted 
Merits. 

TH" Cafe is not:the frun.e with the focial Virtues 

of Jufi;ice and Fid~lity. They are highly ufeful, or 
" iudeed abfolutely necelfary to the Well-being of 

Mankind: But the B~efit, refulting from them, is 

nat the Confequence of every individual fmgle All; 
h\1t arifes frpm \he whole Sthe.m.e or Sy~, .~O~ 

. ,eur'c! 
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cnr'd in by the whole, or the greateft Part of the So. ' 
ciety. General Peace and Order is the Attendant 
of J uftice or a &eneral Abftinence from the Pofi'ef. 

lions of others: But a particular Regard to the p~. 
ticular Right of one individual Citizen may fre. 
'lBently, confider'd in itfelf, be attended with per. 
nicious Confequences. The Rcfult of the feveral 
Aas is here often direaIy oppofite to that of the 

whole Syftem of AtHons ; and the former may be 

extremely hurtful, while the latter is, to the higheft 
Degree,. advantageous. Riches, inherited from a 
Parent, are, in a bad Man's Hand, the Inftruments 

of Mifchief. The Right of Succeffion may, in one 
Infrance, be hurtful. Its Benefit arifes only fr.om 

the Obfervance of the general Rule; and 'tis fuf. 

ficient, if Compenfation be thereby made for all the 
ills and Inconveniencies, which Bow from particular 
Cl\araders and Situations. 

, 
erR US, young and unexperienc'd, confider'd 

only the individual Cafe before him, and refleflt::d 

on its limited Fitnefs and Convenience, when he 

affign'd the long Coat to the tall Boy, and the lhort 

Coat to the other of fmaller Size. His Goyerno,r 
inftrufled him better; while he pointed out more 

enlarg'd Views and Confequences, and inform'd his 

Pupil of the general, inflexible Rules, requifite to 

{u,Pport general Peace an~ Order in Society. 
THE 
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THE Happinefs and Profperity of Mankind, 
arillng from the focial Virtue of Benevolence and its 

Sllhdivifions, may be compar'd to a Wall, built by 

many Hands ; which ftill .rifes by each Stone, that 
.is heap'd upon it, and receives proportional Encreafe 

to the Diligence and Care of each· W Ol·kman. The 
fame H~ppinefs, rais'd by the focial Virtue ofJuftice 

and its Subdivifioru, may be.compar'4- to the build. 
ing of a Vault, where each individual Stone woull1, • 

.of itfelf, fall to the Ground ; nor does the whole 

:FabricfllPport itfelf, but by the mutual Affiltance and 
;Combination of its correfjlcmdent Parts. 

ALL the Laws of Nature, whkh regulate Pro
:perty; as well as all civil Laws, are .general, and 
regard alone fome efiential Circumftances of the 
,Cafe, without takiJlg into ConfJ.deration the Cha-

, .rillers, Situations and Connexions of the Perfons 

.concern'd, or any particular Confequ~nces, that may 
refult from the Determination of thefe Laws, in 

.every particular Cafe, that oft"ers. They deprive, 
without S~ple, a beneficent Ma.n of all his Poffef. 

',fions, if acquir'd by Mifl:ake, without a good Title; 
in order to befl:ow them on a felfifu Mifer, who has 

.already heap'd up immenfe Stores of- fuperfluotlS 
.Riches. P'ublie Utilitr requires, ·that Property fuould· 
.be regulated by general infLexible Rules; and tho' 

ruch 
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fu~h Rules are adopted as beft ferve the fame End of 

public Utility, 'tis impoffible for them to prevent 
all plr1'ticular Hardlhips, or make b.neficial Confe

quences refult from e\'ery individual Cafe. 'Tis 

fufticient, if the whole Plan or Scheme be necelfary 

to the Support of civil Society, and if the Ballance 
of Good, in the main, does thereby prependerate 

much above that of Evil. Even the general Laws 

of the Univerfe, tAo' plann'd by infinite Wifdom, 

cannot exclude all Evil or Inconvellience, -in every 

particular Operation. 

IT has been afi'erted by fome. thm: all Juflice arifes 

from HUMAN CONVENTIONS, and pro
ceeds from the voluntary Choice, Confent, or Com

bination of Mankind. If by Con'lJmtio71 be here 

meant a Promifi (w.hich is the moR: JIfual Senfe Df 
the Word) nothing can be more abfurd, than this 

Polition. The Obfervancc of Promifcs is itfelf ORe • 

of the moR: confiderable Parts of J uR:ice jaM w,e 

are not fuely bound to keep our Word, .becaufe we 

have given our Word to keep it. Rut if ~y Con

vention be meant a Senfe of common Intereft; 

which Senfe each Man feels in his own Breaft, wh1ch 

he obfen'es 'in his Fellows, and which ~arries him, 

.in concurrence with others, into a general Plan or 

Syftem of Actions, that tend to public Utility; it 

mua: be own'd, that, in this Senfe, Juftice arifcs 

L from' 
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from 'human Conventions. For if it be allow'd 
(what is, indeed, evident) that the particular Con_ 

fequence:; 'Of a particular Afl of JuJiice may be 

hurtful to the Public as well as to Individuals; it 

foll'Ows, thai: evert Man, in embracing that Virtue0 

mmlltav€5 an Eye to the whole Plan or SyfteID0 and 
muft expeB: Lh.e Concurrence of his Fellows in the 

{lU"ne Conduct and Behaviour. Were ali hh Views 
to terminate in the particular Confequences iJf ead!. 

pl'.rticular All of his own, his Benevolcnce and Hu
,manitY0 as well as Selflove, might often prdcribe 

to him IVIcafures of Cmidua veJ"l;diiferent from 

thoCe, which are agre~able to the 1lriCt Rules of 

Right and JIll'liCC. 

THUS t\vo Men puB the Oats of a Roal, by com

mon Convention, for common IIltereft, without;;my I 

Promife or ContraB' Thus Gold and. Silveir at'e 

mcde the Mea{ures of Exchange; thus Speech and 

\Vords ;!.nd Language arc 1iJ,1:, by hum~m Convention I 

and Agreement. Whatever is advantageous to tow-o 

or more Perfons, if all perform their Part but what 

lo[es all Advantage, if only one perform, can arife 

from no other Principle. There wonld othenvife hl: 
no Motive for anyone of them ~o enter into t."'at 

Scheme ~f ConduB: " • 

• This Theory cnncemilJ@; the Ongin of Property, iQ<! .onfc~ 

,!!!cnuy of ]ullicc: is, ill die mlilil, the [i131e with thlt hinted a! 
Mil 



,-Sol1ll/arthet'O"!er<TJat;ons with regard to Jlljll(l. :ug 

THE Word, natural, is commonly taken in (o 
many Senfes, and is of fuch loofe Signification, that 
it feems to little Purpofe to. difpute, whether Jufticc 
be natural or not. If Self.love, if Benevolence be 
~atural to Man; .if Reafon and Forethought be alfo 

natural; then may the fame Epithet be apply'd to 

Juftice, Order, Fidelity, Property, Society. Men's 
Inclinati~n, their Neceffities lead them to combine; 
their Underftanding and Experience tell them, that 

this Combination is impoffible, ~here each governs 
himfelf by no Rule, and pays no Regard to the 
Polfeffions of others: And from thefe Paffiona 

and Refleaions conjoin'd, as foon as we obfervc 

and adopted by G'«;II'. Hine difcirlllU, '1"111 !lIwit cau/II, .!J IJII48 
'II t,illllll'f1l1 e.."",."i.", "ru", p,i",. ",o/Jilill"" t/,ilfde fJI i""".!Ji. 
Ii_ diftejJu", -eft: >Ii"';,,,,,, 'J1IDtI e"", "." CO"ltlfl; homi",. "',/ei 
Iff"I' "al;,,_ anl,a habita", ,.,.,.,. alii 1IIIM ager" allteort;eiblll 
Il,b.'I1", f.ra'II",.,,' p,/libu. "'eftito, 'VIIIII g."lI, 'Il'l"ijitill' tkl.giJ
/"'" inJuflrill opus fuil, '1"a", fitrguli ,.hu. jir/gIlD. adbilHr,,,t t 
~o ",i1lll$ alii"" fru8u. ill "",,,,"ne e.nft"'IIIIII', pl'i_/If ohjlili' 

'1«01'11"', in '1"111 ho",i"" JjftejJ',unt, JijlIl"lill, dei". jujlit;lIIf!!1 
a",.,i. !liftSII', per '1"emji.hQt, lit nee in lab.r., "IC in eo"fumt;.ne 
/,1I8I1t11f1'1"111 tkhehat, lII'1Ul1litll' /""'l1r.tlll'. 8i,,111 difei1lllll, '1"0• 
",od. res ill p,"prietat.", ;ver;nt ; non an;",i a8u ,[010, ''''1"' .ni", 
!eire alii poltrant. '1"id Illii /uu;" e.JJi'll.II.nt) III •• aijl;"er,nt, fJI 
ide .. ""II. plum poterllnt ;ftd PQ80 '1t1Oda/lf {lilt .xp,ejJo, 111 1'1' w. 
,/i._, aul tacit., 111 per cecllpati.n.",. D, jll'" kIIi (JfJ pileiI'. 

Li&. z. ea,. a. § 2. Art. 4&1' ~. 

La like 
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likePaffions and Refleaions in others, the Sentiment 

of Juftice, thro' ail Ages, has infallibly and certainly 
had place, to fome Degree or other, in every Indi

vidual of human Species. In fo fagacious an Ani. 
mal, what necetfarily arifes from the Exertion of his 
intelletlual Faculties, may juftly be efreem'd na.

tural *. 

AMO~GST all civiliz'd Nations, it has been the 

conftant Endeavour to remove every 'Thing arbitrary 

and partial from the Decifion of Property, and to 

fix the Sentence of Judges by fuch general Views 

a:i"d Confiderations, as may be. equal to every 
Member of the Society. For befides, that nothing • 
could be more .dangerQus than to accuftom the 
Bench, e'-en in ·the .fmalleft lnfrance, to regard pri
vate Fl"iendrhip or Enmity; 'tis ·certain, that Men, 

• NatunJ may be opl'os'd, either to what is ''''DfuIlI, IIIi,., ••• 
or Q,tiji.ial. In th'e two former Senfes, JlJlli~e.nd Pnperty an 
"-de,,bted!y natural. But as they {uppore .Reafon, Forethoapt, 

Vdign, and a' foeial Union and Confedenry among!l 114m, pc,. 
rb,! Epithl't <'lin not ArieHy, iD the lall: Senfe, be apply'd to tbeiD. 
H.d Men'liy'd "j:hout'Suciery, Prpperty ·had Dne&' been kaowDp 
~r.d "eithrr Juflicenor "njullice had ev~r rxifled. But SocieIJ 
aMong'" bomon Crl'atures, had betn impoffible, without Rea(oa 
end F"retho,,@nt. lnfeoiar Animals, that unite, are ~dtd b, 
Intlinet, which fuppli~~ the P.lace of KcafWlo But all thefe J)j(

lU'" .rr merely verbal. 

whtre 

I .. 
·jf 
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"'here they imagine, . that there was no other Reafcin 

for the Preference of. their' Atlverfaiy but p~rfonal 

Favour, are apt to entertain the ftrongeft Jealou11 
and lll-will ag~nft the Magiftrates and J~dges. 

When natural Reaf~>n, therefore, points out no fixt 
'liew of public: U~ity, by' which a Contl'overfyof 

Property Can be decided, pofirive Laws are oftt:n. 

fram'd to fupply)ts. Place, and direct the Procedure 

of all Courts of. Judicature. Where, thefe. too fail,. 

as often happens, Precedents. are, cnll'd for-; and a. 
former Decifion. tho' givenjtfelf without aDY fuftici-. 

c:.nt Reafon, juftlr. becomes a fufficient Reafonfor a 
ftCW Deciiion. If diI:ea Laws and PrecedentS 1 e : 

wanting, imperrefr and inwlefr ones are brought in 

Aid. j and the. controverted Cards rang'~ under ther.J, 
by ana.logical Reafonings, and Comparifons, and 

Siuillitudes,.. ;uul Corrcfponckncies, that are often 

more fanciful than real. In general, it may fafely 
be afi'erted, that Juri(prudence is, in this refpett, 

different from all the Sciences j and in mnny of its 

aicel' Q,sefiions, there "cannot properly be (aid to Le 
Truth or PaHhood on either Side. If one Pleader 

brings the Ca.fe under any former Law or Pl"ecedeI.t, 
by a refin'd Analogy or Comparifon; the orFofi:e 

Pleauel' is not"t aLofs to find an oppofite Analogy or 
Comparifon: Ar.d the Preference given by t..'le Judt;e 

is often founded more on Tafte and Imaginaticn 

L 3 than 
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than on any folid Argument. Public Utility is the 
general-View of all Courts of Judicature; and this 

Util~ty too requires a ftable Rule in ~U Controverfies: 
But where feveral Rules, nearly equal' and indif
ferent, prefent them{e1ves, 'tis a very flight Turn ot 
Thought, which fixes the Dc:cifion i,Ii fav.our of either. 

Partr· 

'4 J) I A~ 
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MY Friend; Patamedes, who is as great a Ram-
. . . bIer in his Principles as in his Perfon, and 

who has run over, by Study and Travel, almofl: 
cwe~ Regjon of the intelleltual and material World, 
Curpriz'd me lately with an Account of a Nation, 

with whom, he told me, he had pafs'd a con1iderable 
Part of his Life, and whom he found, in the main, 
II!D exts;cme civiliz:d, intelligent People. 

'l'JlIIlE is a State, Cay'd he, in the World, caU'd 

FfIII¥/i, no matter for its Longitude or Latitude, 
whoCe Ways of thinking in many Things, particu
larly in Mor~s, ar~ diametrically oppofite to ours. 

When I came amongR: them, .I found I mull: Cubmit 
to double Pains; firfl: to learn the Meaning of the 
Terms in their Language, and then to know the Im
port of thofe Terms, and the PraiCe or Blame at
tach'd to them. After a Word had been explain'd 
to me, and the Charaaer, which it expreft, had 

L ... been 
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been defcrib'd, I concluded, that {ueb an Epithet 

~ mull, neceifarily be the greateft .Reproach in the 

World; and was extremely {urpriz'd to' find one" in 
a public Company, apply it to a Penon, with whom 
he liv'd in the ftriaeft Intimacy and Friendfhip. 
rcu jancy, faid I, one Day, to an Acquaintance, 

that Changuis ;s :JOur lIlortal Enemy ~ I IfRIe to IJI. 

tingllijb ~ar,.els; and I lIluft, therifore, tel/you. thm 

I heard hil/lltd~ of you in'the lIloft atkantageoUl Manner. 
Rat to my great Aftonilhment. when I repeated' 

Changuis'sWords, tho'I had both remember'd and un. 

derftood them perfeaIy, I foond. that they were 

taken for the moft mortal Alfront, and that I had 

very innocently, render'd the Breach betwixt thefe 

Penons altogether irreparable. 

As it was my Fortune to come amongft this People 
on a very advantageous Footing, I was immediately 
introduc'd to the beft Company; and being defa'd 
to live with .Aicheit, I readily accepted JW Invitation. 
as I found him univer{ally efteem'd for his per£onal 

Merit; and indeed regarded by every one in ForB. 
as a perfea Charall:er. 

ONE Evening he invited me, as an Amufement, 
to bear him Company in a Serenade, which he in. 
tended to give Gulli, with whom. he told me, he 
\Vas extremely enamour'd; and I fOOD found his 

Tafte 
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Tafl:e was not fingular: For we met many of his' 
Rivals, who had corne on the fame Errand. I vertf 
'nawrally concluded, that this Flame of his mufl:'b: 
one of the fineft Women in Town; and I already 
felt a fecret Inclination to fee her, and be acquainted 
with her. But as the Moon began to rife, I was 
much furpriz'd to find, that we were in the Midft of 
the Univedity, where GuW iludy'd: And I was 
fomewhat afham'd for having. attended' lIly Friend; , 

on fuch an Errand. 

r WAS, told.' afterwards, that Akheic's Choiceaf 
Gullti was very much' approv'd: of. by all the good . 
Company in Town; and that 'tWas expet\ed; whil~ 

he gratiffd his. own Paffion •. he would perform to '. 

that y~ung ,Man theJamc.good Office, which he had.:~ 
himfelf ow'd to Elcouj'. 1,. feew Alehnc had been" 
very. handfome in his Youth, .and been cour~ed by 
D)an~ Lovers; but had befl:ow'd his Favours chiefly 
on Ute fa&e 81"0/; to whom. he was fuppos'd to owe,. , 
in a v.eat Meafure, the aftonifhing Progrefs he had.£ 
made in Philofophy and Virtue •. 

IT gave me. foine SUrp~ize, that AIeIJ';"s Wife _ 
(who by:the-by~ haPl>en'd alfo to be his Sifter) was. 
nQ. way fcandaliz'd at this Species of Infidelity. 
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MUCH about the fame Time I difcover'd (for it 
was not attempted to be kept a Secret from me or 

any Body) that A/cheic was a Murderer and a Parri. 

cide, and had put to Death an innocent Perf on, the 

,moil: nearly conneCled with him, and whom he was 

,oblig'd to proteCl and defend by all the Ties of Na· 

,ture and Humanity. When I a1k'd, with all the 
Caution and Defe,rence imaginable,. what was his 
Motive for this Allion; he reply'd coolly, that he 

was not tl}en 'fo much at his Eafe as he is at prefent, 

and that he had aCled, in that Particular, by the Ad· . "'" 

,vice of 'all his Friends. .. 
. . . . 

HAVING heard A/cheie's Virtue fo extreme~y cele

brated, I pr!!tended to join in the general Voice of 

Acclam&ti,?Q,and only a1k.'d, by way of Curiofity~ 

as a Stranger,' which of all his noble ,AClions was 

JIloil:highly applauded; and I foon found, that all 
S~nti~ents were united in giving the Preference to, 

, the Alfaffination of U;!:ck. This Ushek had been to 

the Iall: Moment Alcbeic's intimate Friend, had lay'd. 

many high Obligations upon him, had even fav'd 

his Life on a certain Occafion, and had, by his Will, 

whieh ~as f!>'1!l~ ,after the Murder, made 'him his 
~feir to a con.fiderable Part-~f'his Fortune .. Alcbeic, 

.it feems, confpir'd with about twenty or thirty more, 

moIl: ,of them alfo Ushek's Friends; and falling all 
5 together 
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.together on that unhappy Man, when he was not 
~warit, they had titre hizn with hunYn:d Witunds 
and _yiven him that Reward for all his paft Favours 
and U:heR, raid grzsrra'l V rice 

rYe Prrple: had many yreat and good «l!alities : 
,His v~ry Vic,es were Orining, magnHYrnt, rnd gr_ 

nitrous But tYis AYtion :::f Ale/nit fet:: him frr 'sbonn 

UsheR in the Eyes of all ~udges of Merit; and is 
mne of '[he- Iwhleft: that Irrr tfe Srr fhorr 

upon. 

ANOTHER Hart Alcl:t£::'s Czs.:::duCl:, whirh I aliA 
fnund highlf appl:mded, was his Behaviour towards 

Calijh, with whom he was join'd in a ProjeCl: or 

::f bring 

paffionate Man, gave AI,heic, one Day, a found 

; wh.ich he vs.:th pati:::::tly: ttaittd 

the Return of CaliJh's good Humour, kept frill a fair 
,vuu":.:,,',, bb that r::lean:s 

brought the Affair, in which they were join'd, to a 
l:apPY I1fue: nnd himf::!f im::z:nrt~ 

by his remarkable Temper and Moderation. 

I HAVE lately receiv~d a Letter from a Correfpon_ 
tlent bn which learn: thrt tlnce D:::~ 

parture, Akheic, falling into a bad State of H<:alth, 
has h:mg'd himfelf anh has 

-regreted and applauded by every one in that Country. 
ho virtuous' ::nd :,r:bIe Lift:: fays tach 

L 6 could 
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could not be better crown'd than by fo noble aft 

End; and he has prov'd by this, as well as by aU 
his other Aaions, what was his co~t Principle 

during his Life, and what he boafted of near his laft 
Moments, that a wife Man is {caree inferior to the 
greatGod,l'il%li. This is the Name of the Supreme 

Deity amongft the FOllrlill1tl. 

THE Nations of this People, continll'd PalanuUI. 
are as extraordinary with regard to Good-mannen 

and Sociablenefs, as with regard to Morals. My 

Friend AI,ht;, form'd once a Party {or my Entertain

ment, compos'd of all the prime Wits and Phil~fo

phers of Fourl;; and each of us brought his Mers 

zIong with him to the Place, where we afi"embled. 

I obferv'd one of them to be wone provided than 
che reft, and offer'd him a Share of mine, which hap

pen'd to be a roafted Pullet: And I could not bllt 

remark, that he, and alI the reft of the Company 

flar'd at my Simplicity. 1 was told, that Alchtic had 
otlCc·. fo' much Intereft' with his Cfub as to prevail 

with them to eat in common, and tlla,.t lie had made 
.ufe of an Artifice to that Purpofe. . He perfuaded 

. ~}J.ofe, whom he obferv'd. to: be. wotji pr.ov.ided, to 

QfFer their Mefs to the. Company; after which; the 

.others, who had brought more delicate Fare, were 

afuam'd not to make the fame qffi:r. This is regardtid 
as fo extraordinary a Event, that it has ace, as. I 

1earQ, 
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learn, been recorded ill tht Hiftory of :.Dehne's Life; 

compos'd llT one of the greateft· Geniafes of Fllltrlii. 

PRAY, fays I, Pa/a""J", when you was at Four/", 
did YOIl alfo learn the Art of turning your Friendi' 
into Ridicule, by tolling them ftrange Stories. anel 
then laughing at them. jf they believ'd you. I aEllR 
you. reply'd he. that had I been difpos'd to learn' 
fIlCh a Le1fon. there was no Place in the.W (l1"ld more 
proper. My Friend, fo ofteR mention~c1 •. did no. 
thing. from Morning to Night. but fneer, and 
banter; andrailly; and you could fcarce ever diftin
guifh, whether he was in Jeft or Earaeft.: But YOll 

think, then, that my Story is improbable; and that 
I have us'd. or rather abUS'Q the Privilege of a 

Traveller. To be fure. fays I. you was but in left. 
Such ba.-barous and favage Manners are.not.on1r. in.
compatible with a. civiliz'd •. intel1i~ntPeople, fuch 
as you faid thefe were; but: are. fcarce comp.atible 
with. human Nature. They exceed all we ever read 

of, amongft the Mingrt/iR71s and 'Jo/.inam/'Oul,. 

HAVE a car.e, cryTd he, have a care! YGU are 

not aware you are fpeaking. BlafRhemy~ and ate 

alolufmg your Fuourites. dl.e GrIlls. efpecially the 
.Atbenians. whom I have couch:d all alQng. under 
thefe bizarre Names I employ'd. If you.confider 
aright. there is not wc Stroke of tho foregoing 

Charadel", 
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Chara&r. which might not be found in the Man ei 
higheft Merit.atAihm.r, withoUt diminilhing. in the 
leall. from the BrightneCsofhis Chara8:er. TheGreel 

Love. their Mart" .... addle a.xpofiag of their 
Children e3iinGt but ftrike YOll imm.!diately. . 'f'he 

Death dfUlhi.l is 1lft· exact Cebnler-palttO-that df 

&ef-· -

ALL to a: Trifle. -ray1c1 !I~ intemlpting him ; 'you 
did not mention. that U16e~as an Ufurper. 

I DID not; replY'd" he; left you fuouid difcover the 
Paraliel I aim'li at'. ~ut-evena:dding this CircUlR

nance. we fhonld make no Scruple. according to our· 

Sentiments of Morals. to denomitateBrutus. and 

CaJlius. nngrateful Trait6rs and AKa1fins : Tho' YOll 

know, that they are. perhaps, 'the highell Chara8:ers 

'of all Antiquity; and-the Athehians erected Statue's 

to them; which they placid near'thofe of Harmodills 

und AriJ1ogiton, 'their own Deliverers. And if you. 

think this Circnmftance, you mention, fo material 
to abrolv~ thefe Patriots, I fhall compenfate it by 

another, ndt inention'd, which .will t:qually aggra

. 'tate their Crime. A few Days -~fore the Execution 

• 'The LaW! of Albe". allow'd a MaD to marry his Sifter by 
afle Father. $.', Laws forbid l'zeleraftJ to IlueI,-I' bciD&:of 
too areat DipilJ for Cuch melD Per •• 
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or th~ir fatal Purpofe, they all fworeFtalty to' 

Cte./ar ; and protefting to hold his Perfon ever facred., 
they touch'd the Altar with thofe Hands, whiOh they. 
had already arm'd for his Defuu&ion •• , 

I NEED not put you in mind of the ramous ancl 
'applauded Story of Themiftocles, 'and of his Patience 

towards Euryhiades, the SpartlUl, his commanding., 
Officer, who, heated by a Debate, lifted his Cane 

to him in a Council 'of War (the fame Thing as if he 
had cudgel'd him) Strike! cries the .Athenian, Strik;! 

lut hear "". 

You are too goOd a Scholar not 'to di(coverSocrate$ 

~d his .AthenilUl Club in my laft Story; and yOll' 
would certainly obferve, 'that it is exatlly copy'd 
from Xenopholl, with a Variation only of the'Namest. 

'And I ~nk I have fairly made appear, that an 
Athenian Man of Merit might be fuch a one as with 

us would pafs for Inceftuous, a Parricide, an A {faffin, 
an ungrateful, perjur'd Traitor, and fomething elfe 
too abomInable to be nam'd; not 'to mention his 

, Rufticity a~d Ill.manners. And haviiSg 'iiv'd in this 
Manner, his Death may 'be entirely fu~alile : He 

• Appian. Bell. Ciy. Lib. 3. Suetomus ill ,ita CaeCarffA 

t Mem. Soc. Lib. lo (lib fiDe. 

may 
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may conclude the· Scene by a defperate Aa fir Sel£.
murder, and dye with the moil abfurd Blafphemies 
in his Mouth. And notwithllanding all this, he 
fhall have Statuos, if not· Altars, ereaed to his 

Memory; Poems and Orations /hall De compos'd in 
his Praife·; groat seas fhalL be proud of calling 
themfekres by his Name; and the moll diftant Poile

rity fhall blindly continue their Admiratien: Tho' 
were fucb a one to arife amongll themfelves, they 

.would. i¢HY regard him w~th Horror and Execra.,. 

tion.. 

r MIGH;:; ~ve been- aware, reply·d· I; of- your 
Artifice •. i~·feem to take Pleafure in this TOp'ic. 

ani are inde~ the. only Man I ever· knew, who w.as, 
well acquainted. with the Ahtients. and -did- not ex- . 

tre.mely admire them. Bilt inllead of attacking their 
Philofop~y':, their ElOquence, or. Poetry, the ufual 

Subjeas of Controverfy betwiXt w, you now feem . 
to impeach their Morals, and accufe them of 19no

rance in a Science, which is the only one, in my 

Op~Dion, wherein they" are not furp~fs:dbythe Mo
dems.. Geomc;tr)!,. Phyfics, Afuonomy, Anatomy, 

. Botany, Geovaphy. Navigation; in thefe we juftly 

.laim the Superiority: But what have we to oppoft: . 

to their Moralifts? Your ~ep~efentation of Things; 
is fallacious. You have no Indulgt;nce for the Man

Rers and Cuftoms of difFerent Ages. Would yoa try. 
&. 
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a Gree!, or Ro_ by the Common-law of England' 

Hear him defend hiuifelf by his own Maxims ; and 
then pronounce. 

THERE 'are no Manners Co innocent or reafonabfe, 

which may not be render'd Qdious or ridiculous, if 
meafur'd by a Standard, unknowa to the Perfons ; 
efpecialJy, if you employ a little Art or Eloquence, 
in aggravating fome Circumftances, and extenuating 
others, as beft ferves the Purpofe of your DifcourCe. 
All thefe Artifices may eanly be retorted. on you. 
Could I inform the Athenians, for Inftance, there was 
a Nation, wherein Adultery, both aaive and pafiive, 
fo to fpeak, was in the higheft Vogue and Eiteem : 
Wherein every Man of, Education chofe for his 
Miftrefs a marry'd Woman, the Wife, perhaps, of 
his Friend and Companion; and v!llu'd himfelf upon 
thefe infamous Conquefts, as much as if he had been 
feveral Times a Conqueror in Boxing or WI'eilling 
at the Olympic Games. Wherein every, Man, alro, 
took a Pride in his Tamenefs and Facility with re
gard to his own Wife, and was glad to make Friends 

or gain Intereft by allowing her to proftitute her 
Charms; and even, without any fuch Motive, gave 
her full Liberty and Indulgence. I afit, what Sen

timeats the Athmilllfs would entertain of fuch a Peo

pie; they who never mention'd the Crime of Adul

tery but in ConjunCtion with Robbery and Poiron-
ing? 
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ing? Which would they admire mott, die Villainy 
ot the Meannefs of fuch aConducU 

SHOULD I add, that the fame People were as proud. 

of their Slavery and Dependance as the ~then;anl 
were of their Liberty; and tho' a Man among them 

Were opprefr, difgrac'd, impoverilh'd~ 'inflllted, or 

~prifon'd by the Tyrant, he would frill regard it as. 
the highefl Merit to love, ferve, and obey him;. 
and even to die for his fmallefrGloryor Satisfaaion: 
Thefe noble Greeks would probably aflt me, whether' 

I fpoke of a human Society. or of fome inferior,.' 

fervile Species. 

'Tw AS then I might inform my Athenian Audience, 
that thefe People, however, wanted· not S-pirit and.: 
Bravery. If a Man, fays r, tho' their intimate 
Friend, lhould throw out, in' a'private:Comp~y, a:. 
Raillery againft them, nearly" app'ro:achi~g any of 

thofe, with which your. Generals and Demagogues 

every Day regale each other, in the Face of the 

whole City, they' never can forgi~e hini.; but'in 
Order to'revenge themfelves, they oblige him imme
diately to run them thro' the Body, or be hitnfiM 

murder'd. And if a Man, who' is ali abfolute 

Stranger to them, 1hould defile them, a1 the Peril 

of their own Life, to cut the Throat of their Bofortl

companion, they immediately obey, and think them-
{elves 
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§:lves highly oblig'd and honour'd by the Commiffion. 
Thefe . are their Maxims of Honour: This is their . 
favourite Morality. 

BUT tho' fo ready to· draw their Sword againft· 

then: Friends arid Countrymen'; no Difgrace, no In
famy, no Pain, no Poverty will ever engage thefe: 
People to turn the Point of it againft their own' 

Breaft. A Man of Rank would row in the Gallies.

would beg his Bread, would languifh in Prifon, 

would fufFer any Tortures; and run preferve his: 
Wretched Life. Rather than efcape his Enemies by 
a generous Contempt of Death, he would infamoufiy' 

receive the fame Death from his Enemies, aggra-
-tated by their triumphant Infults, and by the ~oft ' 
exqumte SWferings. 

'TIS very ufual too, colitinu'd r. amongll'trui. 
People to 1hut up feveral of their Children in a per-

-" 

petual Prifon (where every Art of plaguing, and 

tormenting them is carefully ftudy'd and praais'd) 
in order, that another Child, whom they own to 

have no greater or rathel' lefs Merit than the rell, 

may enjoy their whole Fortune, and wallow in every 
Kind of Voluptuoufnefs and Pleafure. Nothing fo, 

virtuous in their Opinion as. this barbarous Partia .. -

lity. 

BUTr 
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Dt1T what is more particular in ~his whimlicaf -
Nation, fay I to the Athenia71s, is, that a Frolic of 
yours during the S4hl~QJ;a ., when the Slaves 

are ferv'd by their Mafters, is ferioufly con
tinu'd by them thro' the whole Year, and thro' thQ 
whole Courfe of their Lives; and accompany'd too. 
with fome Circumftanccs, which filll farther augment. 
the Abfurdity a~ Ridicule. YourSp<lrt only e1evatC3 

for a fe~ Days thofe whom Fortune- has thrown.. 
. down, and whom file too, in Sport, may really el.e-. 
vate for ever above you: But this Nation gravely: 
exalt thofe, whom Nature has fubjefied to them" 
and whore Illf.:riority and Infirmities are abfolutely 
incurable. The Women, tho' without .Virtue, arec 
their MaffeI'S and Sovereigns: Thefe they reverence.. 

- praife, and magnify : To thefe. they pay the highef\ , 
Deference and Refpett: And in all Places and .at..all 
Times, the Superiority of the Females is. r~~1-
acknowledg'd and fubmitted to by every CUle .. , wh~ 
has the leaft Pretenllons to Education &\}d Politenefs. 
Scarce any Crime would be fa uniye~fally detefted. 
as an InfraCtion of this Rule. 

• The G"rb kept the F~!l of .Satar. or CiJrIlllllI, ,II well_ 
tJat ~"'1tIt/" See L!l~illlo IpiLl; Saturn, 
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You need go no farther, rtply'd Palamtul, I <:an 

-caflly conjedure the People you aim at. The Strokes, 
·with which them, are preETh 
-and yet Yy:'p;e ;eehIl»wledge, that fc»r»» 
People arr dther in ancient or 
Times, wh»Kh ChETaaer is, upon the 
lefs liable But I give yoa Thr»h~ 
helping me out with my Argument. I had no In
tention of exalting the Moderns at the Expence of 

the Antie!lts. I only meant to reprefent the Uncer
tainty of all thefe Judgments concerning Charatlersj 
and to .cOevy»,:,; Falhion, Vogue, ' .. ,m"". 

and Law Foundation of 
Determin'JiG!1G. ,hlhenians furely, W!1,r 

if ever there 

Merit might, in 

be held in Horror and Execration. The Frmch are 
alfa, without doubt, a very civiliz'd, intelligent 
Peqple; and .yet their Man of Merit might, with 

the Athenians, be an Ohjea of the higheft Contempt 

and Ridicule, and even Hatred. And what renders 

the Matte, : Thefe LW'''.''.'.'''' 
Character, 

Cimes; and while 

flatter they refemble the 

their Neighbours on the Continent draw th;e 
b.:twixt themfclves and ~fe polite Gr.telu. What 

wide' 
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'wide Difference, therefore, in the Sentimelits or 
Mo~als; muft be fou'nd betwixt civiliz'd Nations and 
'Barbarians, or betwixt Nations whofe CharaCters 
have little in common? How fhall we pretend t. ' 

fix a StandardforJudgments of this,Nature? 

. By traCing.Matters, reply'd I,alitt1e ~g'her, and 
,examining thefirftPrinciples, w)rlch each Natioll 
.eftablifhes, of Blame or Cenfure. The Rhine flows 

North, the Rhone South; yet both fpring from the 
fame MoUntain, and are alfo aCtullted, in their-op

pofite DireCtions, by the fame Principle of Gravity: 
The different Inclinations of the Ground. on which 

they run, caufe all the DHFerence of their Courfes. 

IN how many Circmnftances would an Athelli_ 
and Frelll:h Man. of Merit certainly conclH"? Good
'fenfe, Knowledge, Wit, Eloquence, "Humanity, 

Fidelity, Truth, Juftice, Courage, Temperanc~, 

Conftancy, Digruty of Mind .. Thefeyou have all 

omitted; in order to infl.ft only on the Points, in 

which they may, by 4ccident, differ. Very well: 
I am willing to comply with you; and /hall endea
vour to account for thefe Di~erences from the molt 
llniverfal, eftabli/h'd Principles of Morals . 

. THE Greek Loves, I care not to examine more par
ticularly. I/hall only obferve, that, however blame

able. 
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,able, they'. ~ofe .:from a very ,js.npc,nt,C4Ufe, the 
Frequency ,of the Gymnaftic Exercifes amongft that -
People; ,and .were recOJDJnended, tho' abfurdly, as 

. the Source ofFriendiliip, Sympathy"mutwll,~ttach • 
.mel)t, and Fidelity • ; Q9alitiesefteem'd in aU Na-: 

. tiona and.: all ~s.. 

TIlE Marriage of' Half-brothers and Sifters feenis 
nQ great Difficulty. Love betwixt the rtearer Reta. 
,tions is contrary to Reafon and public Utility; but 
the precife Point, where we are to ftop, tan fcarcely 

be, determin'd by natural.Reafon~ and is therefore a 
very proper SJlbjea of municipal l.aw or Cuftom. 
I( the .4thenimu went a little too far on the one Side~ 
the Canon Law has Curely pulh'd Matters a great ' 
way into the other Extremity t. 

H..,n yQll aIk!d Ii Parent at4Ihw,.why. ho bereav" ' 
his Child of that Life, .which he had fo lately given. 
it. 'Tis becaufe I love it, he.wollld reply; and re
gard the Poverty it muft inheritJi-om me, as a greater 
Evil than a Death, which it is not capable of dreild. 

ipg, feeling, or relenting t· 
How is public Liberty, the moft valuable of all 

Bleffings, to be rl:cover'd' from the Hands of an 

• Plat. S7mp. P. tb. Ex Edit. Sen. t See Eoqu!r1. 
Se.ct. JV. l: Pllllartll, cle amore prolis, Cllb fine. 

UCurper 
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Ufurper or Tyrant, if his Power fhields him from 

public Rebellion, and our Scruples fro1!l private 
Vengeance? That his Crime is capital by Law, YOIl 

acknowledge: And mull the higheft Aggravation of 

his Crime, the -putting himfelf above Law, form his 

full Security? You can reply nothing, but by fhow
ing the great Inconveniencies of Afi'affination; 

which, could anyone have prov'd clearly to the 

Antients, he bad reform'd their Sentiments in this 

Particular. 

AGAIN, to caft your Eye on the Picture ~ have 

drawn of modem Manners; there is almoft as great 
Difficulty, I acknowledge, to' juftify Frmcb as Greel 

Gallantry; except only, that the former is much 
more natural and agreeable than the latter. But our 

. Neighbours, it teems, have re!Ow'.d to facrifice Come 

of the domeftic to the fociable Pkafves; and to 

prefer Eafe, Freedom, and an open Commerce to a 

ftria Fidelity andConftancy. Thefe Ends are both 

good, and are wmewhat difficult to reooncile j nor 

need we be furpriz'd, if the Cuftoms of Nations en. 
cline too much, Jometimes to the one Side, fometimes 

to the.other. 

THE moft inviolable Attachment to the Laws of 
our Country -is every-where aCknowledg'd a.capital 

Virtue; and whe~ the People are not fo happy, As 

10 
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tit haVe any other Legiflature but a fingle Perion, the. 
nri,:l:e:;ft Loyalty is, in the:;t; Ce:;fe, the:; tr ... eft:l:a-

4:Uotifm, 

NOTHING furely can be l1'!:<lre abfurd aI's<! b¥it¥OlIS 

than the PraCtice of Duelling; but thofe, who 

juftifY it, fay, that it begets Civility and Good-man
e:;er3. linl a Du~.ift, yO%4 may abfer"e, always 

v.alilas :l:£msllfapon hi$ Cailraga, his le:nfe: of Ho
OOIli:, ¥s Imcl ; z~ltie$, which 
are here: ie:;deed v';ry asddIl di;e:cbi, h;:tve heeil 

efteem'd univerfallYfr fince the Foundation of th;:t 

World. 

HA n th;:t hhods fo!hid Sellmu der n 3t1;~, 
"jilil that it: ouSht be: forabom. H7lfr tha 

Deity permitted it? A Fr,tnchman frillow:;, thai 
Death is preferable to Pain and Infamy. 

Yoy fea thin, c'Ontinu'S I, that the Principles, 
upan ¥hkh Men reaSan in Morphs always tha 
faEfre j tho' the:; C03frclufions draw ilre aftenaerl 

different. That they all reafoa arif;htmith tegaTd 

this Subje£l:, more than with regard to any other, 

is not incumbent on any Moralill: to thow. 'Tis 
flllcieat, that the origin;ft Principles.of Cenfure.or 
B3m;:t ara utliform, tud errt)nea, Cs:snc1u£ioJ,ls. 

c@ \).) co¥efiah by foe:lde:T R'aafoaingB anh a 
l\,1' 
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.:Experience. As many Ages as haw .elapi'd finCe 
ue Fall of Grilli and R.I, aad fUch Changes as 

JIave arriv'd in Religion, Lanpge, Laws, aDcl 
Cuftoms j none of thefc Revolutions has ever pro-
4uc'd any c:onfiderable Innovation in the pritDary 
Sentiments. Morals, more than in thofe of external 
Beauty. Some min... DiEerences, perhaps, ~q 
.be obferv'd ill both. HfII'IIC1· celebrates a low Fore
l1ead, and .A.nwII join'd Eye-brows t: But the 
ApollD and.the Ynnu of Antiquity are ftill our Models 
~oc Male and Female Beaut¥; in like MIUlIlCI' as tile 

Charatler of Scipill continues our Standard for the 
Glory of Heroes, anclthat of CmIIIi. for the Ho
;J1our of Matrons. 

IT appears, ~at there never was JUly Qgality, Ie

·commended by anyone, as a Virtue ·or moral Ex
<ellence; but on acceunt of its being '!Ief.!, or 
.gmallle, to a Man hi";;!!' or to others. Forwllat 

.other' Reafon.£an.there ever be for Praife.or Appro

,bation? Or where would be the Senfe of extolling 

gooJ Charaaer or Aaion, which,.at the fame Time, 
:is allow'd to be good for "othing' All the Ditre
-xences, therefore, in Morals may be .recluc'.d .to .this 

• :J:pilt. LIb. I. Epift. 7. All'o till. I. Ode a. 
:t OtIc ... PctrGaiIll cea,. 16.) Joildotla eWe CirCUiiI""'ctI 

• BClllcia,. 

Oue 
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one general Foundation, and may be accounted for 

by the dift'erent Views, which People take of there 
CUcwnftaaces. 

SO .. ITI.... Mea difFer ill their Judgment about 
the UlCfulnefs ef any Habit fir Aaion: Sometimes 
aUo the peculiar C1J'cumftanoes of Things render one 
.moral Q2ality mote ufe£ui than.others, and. give it a 
peculiar PrefereJlU. 

~IS not furprHing! that, during a Pericxl of War 
abel Diforder, tlle military Virtues lhould be more 
celebrated than the pacific, and attraa more the Ad

miration and Attention of Mankind. "How uf\lal 
"is it," fays 7"ully·, " to find Cim"rimu, .Celti"'4 
ft rians, and other 'Barbarians, who .bear, with in4 
.. flexible Conftancy, all the Fatigues and Danger. 
~, of the Field; but are immediately difpirited 

.. onder the Saffiance and Hazard of a languilhing 

" Diftemper: Whtle, on the other hand, the Greell 
., patiently endure the flow Approaches of Death, 
41 when arm'd with SickndS and Difeafe ; but ti-
4' moroufiy fly his Prefence,- when he attacks them 
CI' violently with Swords and Falchions ,n So oppo"
fite is even the fame Virtue of Courage amongfl 

warlike or peaceful Nations' And indeed, we may 

• Tafe. Q!d.Lib. :a. 
Mz obferve, 
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. obferve, that as the Difference betwixt War and , 
Peace is the greate!, . that .arlfes ~n$ N woos and 
j>iiblic Societies, it prOduces alfo the greateft. Vari~ J 

tions in moral Sentiment, and diverfUies the moft. our 
I~a Df Virtue and perfonal Merit • 

• SOMETIMES toO, Magnanimitr, Greatnefs of 
Mind, Difdain of Slavery~ lnftexible '~gour ana 
Integrity-may fuit better the Circuniftances of one Age 
than thofe of another, and have a more kindly In- -
fluence, both on public Affairs, and OIU Man's own 

- S'aIety and Advancement. Our Idea of Merit. 

therefore, will alfo vary a little with theG: Variations. 
~nd LM'!, perhaps, be ceRfur'd for the fame Q!!a
lifies, which procur'd Cat. the higheft. Approbation. ' 

A DEGI.EE of Luxury mllf be JUiDous and perni
cious in a 'Native of Sw;tur'-!', which only foil!lrs 
the Arts, and encourages Induftry in a Frll!lhlmm or 
l!llglijhman. We are not, therefore, to e~ 

. .' 
either the fame Sentiment, or the fame La,ws inBmu> 
dlat ,p~ail in Lonion or P mise 

·DIFP.EI.EN,T Cufto.ms have alfo fome Influence •. 
as well as different Utilities j and by giving an early 

!iafs to the Mind, ~y produce a f~perior Proj>CD

!tty, either to the ufeful or the agreeable Qsalities • to 

dlofe, 
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, mofe, which regard Self, or thofe, which extend ~o 
Society. Thefe four Sources, of moral Sentiment 
rull fuhfnt; but partic:ular Ac:cidents may, at one, 

Time, make one of them flow with greater ~bull
dhnc:e than at another. 

THE Cuftoms offome Nations fliutup the Women, 

from all focial Commerce: Thofc:: of others make 

"tRem fo effential a' Part of Society and Converfation, 

that, except where Bufinefs is canvafs'd, theMale-fex 

afone are' fuppos'd abfohttely incapable of mutual 

, Difcowi'e anef Entertainment. As this Dif'erence is..
'die moll' material, that can' happen in private Lifel 

it muff aIfo, produce the greateft' Varia"tion in ou~ 

moraf Sentiments. 

O. all Nations in the World, where Polygamy' 
'was not allow'd, th~ Grer/cs feem to have been the 

moll referv'd in their Commerce with the Fair-rex. 

and to have impos'd on them the ftrifieft Laws of 
~ ... , 

Modofty and ~cency. We have a ftrong IntiallC:C 

of this in an Oration of LyfiaJ·. A Widow injur'~, 
ruin~d, undone, calls aMeeting of a. few of her nearcil: .. 
Friends and Relations; and tho' never before ac:.-
cuftom'd, fays the Orator, to fpeak in the Prefencc 

of Men, the Diftrefs ofher Circ:wn1fances c:onftrain 'a 

• Orat. '30 " 
"', 
h. 
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ber to lay the Cafe before them. !:Ier very Openinz. 
her Mouth in {lid. Company rcqu'd, it teems, aD 

Apology. 

W H EN D~",ojIhl"'s profecu~ed his Tutors, tom¥c
them refund his Patrimony, it became nec:eB'ary for 

him, in the Courfe of the Law· f\lit. to prove that 

the Marriage of AphohlU'S Sifter with 01lltlr was en

tirely fraudulent. and that,. notwithllanding her 
.Sham-marriage. 1he had liv'd with her :Brother at 
.Alhtnl for two Years taft pall, ever nnce her Divorce 

from her former Hutband. And 'Us remarkilbIe ... 
that tho' thefe were People of the firt1: Fortune ~ 
Dittiatlion in th~ City, the Orator could prove ~ 
Faa no Way, but by calling for her female Slavos 

to be put to the Q!eflion. and by the Evidence of 

one Phyfician. who had feen her in her Brother' .. 

H01lfe during her Illnefs •. So referY'd were Gnd
Manners. 

WI may be certain, that an extreme Purity waa 
the Confcquence of this Referve. Accorc!ing!y. we 
find, that, except the fabulous Stories of an H,Ietr. 
and a C/ytnllll'.flrll, there fcarce is an Inftance of any . 

Event in the Grttl Hiftory, ~at proceeded from the 

Intrigues of Women. On the other hand, in modem 

• Is OIIctcrelll. 

Digitized by Google 



A D r A LOG U ~ "41' 
runes,. particularly in a neighbouriag Nation. the:: 

iemales enter into all:Tranfaaiolls and -all Manage-' 

ment of Church and State; and no Man can fue-·· 
cced, who takes not cue to obtain their good Gracesr 

H""Y the thUd; by incurring the Difp~eafure of..ths-= 
Fair, endanger'd his Crown; and fall his Life, •• 

milch as by his Indulgence to Herefr.. 

'TIS needIefs to difi"emble: The Confequence of a.: 
Yery free Commerce betwixt· the s.exes, and of their~' 

living milch together, will often terminate in In-
trigues and Gallantry. We mull facrific:e fomewhaf . 
• : the tift/J, if we be very anxious ~ obtain all the . 

..-.uuQJ!alitiea; and cannot preteml to reach alike" 
nery Kind of Advantage. Inftanc:es of Licence. 
tbiJy multiplying, will weaken the Scandal with tho' 

.sac Sex, and teach the other. by Degrees, to adopt 

.... &in0lU Maxim of la, F,IIII1i"6t with regard to. 

female Infidelity, that if 0711 ImfJIWl it. ;t;1 /'111 ,,/1111111 
M.tt".; if"" hiD-WI it nDt. it is tlDthing •• 

SOMB P.eop,le are inc1in'd to thi!'lk, that the beft 
Way of adjulling all Differences, and of keeping. 
the proper Medium betwb.:t the agrmlhl, and ujejllf, 

Q..ualities of the Sex is to live with them after the-

.' QlIana OII·le 'sait c'eft pea .e chore s' 
Qauad CIa III It {sait .... ce lI'eft rici. 

M+ Manner 
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Manner of the RtJ"""'s and the E"glifo (for the 
Cdoms of thefe two NatioBS (cern fimilar in this 

Refpefl .) that is, witheut Gallantry t and withont 
Jealoufy. By a Parity of Reafon, the Cuftoms of 

the SltlIIiartls and of the Italill1ls of an Age ago (for 

the prerent are very clliFerent) muft be the wont of 
any; beeaure they favour both Gallantry and Jea

loufy. 

NOll will thefe difiCrent Cuftoms of Nations afFea 
only the one Sex: The Idea of perfonal Merit in 
the Males mull alfo be frimcwhat dift"erent, with re

gard, at leaft, to Convertation, Addrefs, and Hu
,mour. The one Nation, where the Men li1l'c:.much 
apart, will naturally more eftecm Prudence. the 
other, Gaiety: With the one, Simplicity of Man
ners will be in the highell Refpefl ; with the o~er, 

Politenefs. The one will diilinguHh themfelves by 

• Durillg the Time flf tbe ElIlperoll, the R_ .. (eem to havc 
belli more giYeD to Intriguet and GIllaotr1 tbaD the EngliJh arc at 
prtWllt: And the Women of ConditioD, in order to retaiD tbeir 
LoYtn, endeavoor'd to liz a Name of lteprOicb on thore, who 
were addiaed to Wenching and lew Amours. TbcJ '"" alI'd 
.dnci//Jrio/i. See Seneca de Bcoe6ciis. Lib. I. Cap. 9. See alfo 
Martial, Lib. Ia. IpiS. SS. 

t Tbe GallaD1f7 bere meant is tbat of Amoan .nd Attach
ments, not that I f Co,nplaifanre, which is u mach .. 1'11 to die 
fair Sex io E"lla.tll:' io 1A1 odICl CODOIf7. 

Good-
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GOGel.feme and Judgment; the other. by Tafte and 

Delicacy: The Eloquence of the former will aune 

lIlot in ~ Senate; that of the other. on the The.
atre. 

THIU. I fay, are the 1I1l1",1l1 !Seas of fuch 

CuJloms. For it muft beconfeft, that Chance has a 
great Influence on nationalManners; and many Events 

happen in Society, ~hich are nqt to be accounted 

for by general Rules. Who could imagine, for 
Inflance, that the Romlllls, who liv'd freely with their 
Women, lhould be very indifferent about Mufic, 

and efteem Dancing infamous : While the Greth, 
who.·never almoft raw· a Woman but in their OWJl 

Houfes, wtrc continually piping,·unzing, and danc. 

ingl 

. THI Dim:rences of moral Sentiment, which na

turally arife from a republican or monarchical Go
vernment. are aH'o very obvious; as well as thore. 

which proceed from general Riches or Poverty. 
Union or Faaion, Ignorance or Learning. I lhall 
conclude this long Difcourfe with obferving, that 
different Cuftoms and Situations vary the original 

Ideas of Merit (however they may, fome Confe •. 

quences) in no very efi"ential Point; and prevail 

chiefly with ~d to young Men, who can afpire 
to 
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to the agrecable~ties, _ may attempt to pl~; 

The MANNER, the ORNAMENTS, the' 
GRAC~S, that {1ICCeed in this Shape, are more 
arbitrary and cafual: But the Merit of riper Yean is· 
almoft every-where the {ame; and COJIfifts chiefly in 
Ilategrity, Humanity, Ability, Knowledge and the; 
ether more folid and ufefal Q...lIalicia of the hlJlllllA, 
MiDd. 

WUT you infJft.~ reply"a P~tIit, may liaveo 
fome Foundation, when you ruck to the Maxims of 
common Life and ordinaJ')C Coodaa Experience. 
and the Praaice. of the. WerlcllCadill· corret\.anr.'" 

&reat Extravapnce on either Side. Bat what Cay. 
you to artificial Lives and MaDDel'Il How do yaa 
reconc:ile the Maxims, on which thcfe are foudecll 

WHAT ... 1" udcrftaad by..,;jid4i Liva uL 
Manners, faid I? I explain mJfelf, repIy'd he. 
You ~ow, that :Religion had, in antient Time.P 
very little Influence on COmDlOll Life, and that, 
after Men had perform'd their Duty inSac:tiJices and 

Prayers at the Temple, they thou.pt, that the God& 
left the reft of their Condlla to themfe1ves, and went. 

little pleas'd, or oftCnded with thole Virtues and 

Vices, that only affeaed the Peace and HappiDd's at. 
human Society. In thofe Aaes, 'twas the Bufinefs· 

of Philofophy alone to replate Men's ordinary Be-
hav!OUf 
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laaviour and Deportment; and accOrdingly, we may 
obferve, that this being the fole Principle, by which 

a Man ~aJd elevaae llimf'elf above IUs Fellows, it 

acquir'? a mighty Afcendlmt over many, aad pro

duc'd great Singularities of Maxims and of Con
.duft. At prefent, that Philofophy has loft the Al
lurement of Novelty, it has no. wch extennve Idu,;, 
ence; but feerns to confine itfell momy to Specala.
dons in the Clofet; in the fame Manner, as the an
rient Religion w.as limited to Sacrifices in. the Tem
ple. Its Place is D()W fupply'd by the modern ReU
gion, which infpeas Gur whole Condua, and pre.. 
fcribes an univerfal Rule- to oar AaiODS. to 01U' 

Words., to oar very Thoughts and Inclinations ; .. 
'R~e fo much the more auftore. that it is guarded by _ 
infinite. tho' diftant, Rewarda and PuniJJuncnts; 
and nQ hfrafUoll of it. QD evv be ~'d. or cijf
pl'd. 

D lOG E N Z 8 is tle ~ ceIelnf!ed Model QI 
emavagut. Philofophy. Let us fak a Parallel CD 
him ill ~ Times. We JhaIl. DOt clifgrace., 
philoCophic Name by a ComparifOR with the D".;
,,;es er lAyoItu. or any caJlOniz'd Monk. or Friar. 
Let u.s cmnpare Aim to PafitJ, a Man of Parts and 

Gl=Jlius as well ~ DiD,"''.1 himfelf i and: perha!S too. 

• • 
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a Man of Virttte. had,he ~w'd his virtuous Incli.
nations to have exerted and difplay'd themfelvcs. -

THE Foundation of Diognrds ConduCl. was to 
render himfelf an independent Being as much_ as 

poaible •. and to confine all his Wants and DefU'es and 
Pleafures within hlmfelf and his own Mind: Tlie 
Aim of Pllfilll was to keep a perpetual Senre-of his 
f)Clllendance before his Eyes, and never to forget his 

numberlefs W'ants and N"ece1Jities. The Antient 
fuppotted himfelf- by Magnanimity. Oftentation~ 

Pride. and the Idea of lUs own Superiority above 
his Fellow-creatures. The Modern made conftant 

ProfeBion of Humility and Abafement. of the COJ)

. tempt ud Hatred of himfelf; and- encteavour'd to 
attain thefe fuppos'd Virtues. as_ far as diey are at. 
lainable. The Aafterlties of the G,."I-were in orcTer 
to inure himtetf b) HatdJhips. aild prevent his ever 
Cui'erl,ng: Thofc of the FrtllchIIUIlI were -embractd 
merely for their own Sake. aud in order to fuft"er as 
II1sch as poaible. ThePfillOroph~-induJg'tl himCelf in 
'the moft bC!atUy PJeafures. even.in public ~ -'the- Sailtt 
fdi!I'd himfelf the- moR iDllOCent. even in private: 
-The fonner thought it his Duty to love his Friends. 
and to' rail' at tlrem. and reprove them~ anet feold 
them: The latter endcaT01lr'dto be abfolutely in

-cliEerent towards. his n~ll Relations, and to-IOTe 
-and {peak well of his Enemies. The great Objefl 

of 
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or Di.,,,,,s's Wit was every Kind of SuperfHtiODj' 
dlat is, evqy Kind of Religion known in his Time. 
The Mortality of the Sow was his Standard Prin· 
ciple; aad even his Sentiments of a Divine Provl. 
dence Ceem to have been very licentious. The moil 
ridic:ulous Superftitions direfled Papal's Faith, and.' 

Praaice ;aDd'u extreme Contempt ofthis J,ife, m 
Compar~on.of .d1e future, was th~ chicfF.oundatioa 
of his Condutl. , 

IN Cuch a remarkable Contrail do thefe two Men 
'ftand : Yet both of them have' met with univerCat 
A~tion in their difFerent Ages, and have been 
propos'd as Models of Imitation. Where then is 
.the univerfal Standard, 'of Morals, which you talk 
rOf? AIId what Rule lhall we eflablilh for the many 
dift"erent,'Day OOIltrary Sentiments of Mankind? 

, ,,All Exptriment, {aid I, ,that fncceeds in the Air, 

Win not 'always Cucceed in a Vacuum. WhenMen 
depart from the Maxims of cemmon ReaCo.n, and 
~ there artificial,Lives, as you call them, no-one 
can anCwer for what wilJ.-pleaCe or -di~eaCe them. 
They arc" -in a dift"erent Element from thc re1l of 
Mankind; and the natural Principles of their Mind 
play !lOt with the Came Replarity. as if left to them
[elves, free from the mufions of religious Superftition 

or .philoCopAical EnthWiaCm. 
P l .. N I S. 
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E S SAY S MOUL aodPOLlTICAL. CcataiDmg. 
I. The Delicacy ot'Tatlc and PaSion. 11. Of 

the Liberty of the Ptefs. III. Of Impudence and 
Modefty. IV. TAat Politics may be rduced to a 
Science. V. Of the firft Principles of GOVCl'IUIleIlt. ' 
VI. Of Love and Marriage. VIt Of the Sudy: of 
Hiftory. VIII. Of the lnd~ndency of Parlia
ment.. IX. W1lethertlle Briti,6GovCl'DlllCDt inclines 
more to abfolutc Monarclly. or to a R~b~c. X •. 
Of Parties in general. XI. Of the Parties of Gnat 
Britai". XII: Of Superftition and Enthuflllfm. 
XIII. Of Avarice. xIv. Of the ~ignity of hu
man Nature. XV. Of Liberty: and De(potifm. XVI. 
Of Eloque~ce. ,XVII. Of the Rife. and Progrefs of 
Arts and Sciences. XVIII. The EpIcurean. XIX. 
The Stoic. ~. The Platoaift. . XXI. The Sceptic:. 
XXII. Of Polygamy and Divorces. XXIII. Of 
Simplicity and Refinement in Writing. XXIV. Of 
national Chara&rs. XXV. Of original Contraa. 
XXVI. Of Paflive Obedienc:e. 

PHILOSOPHICAL ESSAYS concerning 
HUMAN UNDERSTA.DING. Containing, It Of 

the different Species of Philo(ophy. II. Of the 
Origin Q( Ideas. III. Of the Connexion of Ideas. 
IV. Sceptical Doubts conceming the o,perations of 

'the Underftanding. V. Sceptical Sollltlon of thefe 
Doubts. VI. Of Probability. VII. Of the Idea of 
Power or nece1fary Connexion. VIU. Of Liberty 
and Neceffity. IX. Of the Reafon of Animals. X. Of 
Miracles. XI. Of a particular Providence &lid of a 
future State. XII. Of the Sceptical or Academical 
Philofopby. . 
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BQchanan '. H,d. oItIW-Illlli"fl Catharine-Street ,;, 
.the Strand. London.' . 

F" L 10. 

JAC.AUGUSTI THUAKI HI:SToa.u. SUI Tl!MPOuS. 
Edita PI=!' S. /J",11!1' In 7 voIs. 

This i. &c:knowledged .by all the Leunedto be the 
moB: iJlllldifo/. "",!I. and complete Editi"" of that 
i"CPfII/.1l6k Hiftorian; and hitherto wId for NlNB 
-Gaincu ill She"l. is now to be had at the .moderate 
Price of SEVIN Guineas a Sett. bound. 

z. A New and Complete Colleaion of the Works 
-of the Hon. ROUI.T BOYLI. Efq; printed from the 
&eft Editions. with confiderable Jmprovements and 
Additions from his own.Manufcripts: As alfo a Ianto 
Number of Letters upon various Subjefis written oy 
Himfelf, and his Friends to him; with £ome other 
Tratla never before publifhed. To the Whole is pre
.fixed, A NI'W .ACCfJU1It if hil Lift. confifting partly of 
Memoirs drawn up by himfelf. In S vols. 

3. The Works of FUNCIS BACON. Baron of Ye
,.",.",. Vifcount St • .AI6a11, Lord High Chancellor ilf 
England. With feveral o4tltlilifJ1I1l1 Pilels, never be
fore printed in any Edition of his 'Works. To which 
is prefixed, A New Life of the Author. By Mr. 
MAlId. fa 4 \lOIs. 

N. B. The Atlt/ihfJ1IIl1 Pittll and Lifo. m~y be 'had 
.alone. to comJ?lete the former Edition. 

4. A Com,pJ.ete Colleaion of the H!JImcai. PoD
tical, and Mijctlla1llfJus W;rls of JOHN MILTON: 
CorreaIy printed from the Origi,,1l Edit;fJ1Is. Con
taining feverat Origi"aI Papers.of His, never before 
publiJhed. With an Hiftorical and Critical Account 
of the Life and Writings,of the Author. ~y 'T. 
Birch, M. A. and F. R. S. 

Towhich is added, A Large Alphabetical Index, 
'and a curious Head o(the Author, engrowen by Mr. 
Y'rtlll, from a Drawing by Mr. Richartifo1l. In 2 voIs. 
The Second Edition. 

s. The OCEANA and Oth". WfJrls of JAMES HAll
... lNGTOH, Efq; Coi1~ed. Methodized. and .Re-

.. viewed} 
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"iewed; with all exalt Account of his Life prefixed_ ' , 
by]ohnlf'Jcni. To which is added, AnApPENDIX. 
Containing all *e Political Trafu wrote by thia 
Author, ",,;ttttlin Mt.lf'IJItnuI'-s Edition.' The Thircl 
Edition, to which is now ~ded an Index. . ,j 
, N. B. The Apptntlix may be had alone, to com. 1 

plete. thofe Gentlemen's Books, who have bought, 
Mr. If'lJlll1IIi's Edition. ' 
, 6.'An Hiftorical and Political Difcoune, of the 
Laws and Gov~ of England, from the Firj/ 
'TillliS to the End of the Reign of QIleen EliudJttD. I 
With a Vindication of the Ancient Way of Parlia- ·l 
ments in Englaad. Colletled from fome Manufcript . 
Notes of JOHN SELDEN, Efq;' by Nat""t/ Bac;,,; , 
of Grais.lllll, Efq; The Fourth Edition. Correlted 
and improved by a Gentleman of the Mitltl/e.lf'tmpl,. I 

, 7. The Works of EDMUND LUDLOW, Ef'J; Lieu
tenant·General of the Horfe, Commander m Chief 
ofthe Forcesinlrtlarul, On~ of the Council of State. 
and a Member. of the Parliament, which began No. 
vember 3, 1640' ContaIning his MEMOIRS and 
(jther TRACTS, now collelted into One Vol. To 
which is prefixed the Life of the Author. by the 
Editor. ' 

8. Difcourfes concerning Government, by At..: 
CEIlNONSIDN'EY. To which is added, Some Letters 
of Mr. Sitlll~'s, never, before publithed,' and a Life 
of the Autho~, bylf'holllflS Birch, A. M. andF. R. S. 
With a copious Index. 

N. B. There are a few of the above eight Books 
printed on a fuper-fine Writing.paper. 

9. All the WorKs of JOHN LOCKE, Efq; With· 
Alphabetical TableS'. The Fifth Edition. In 3 vols: 
, 10. The Works of Mr. THOMSON. In 3 vols; 
Ofiavo, with Cuts. , 

1 I. Ditto Four Volumes Twelves. To both which 
are added, Some POEMS never before printed. ' 

I %. His Stafolls. In & Pocket Edition, and moll 
of hi:; Pieces feparate. ' 
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