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PUBLISHERS ADVERTISEMENT.

; " . Taz Lives of the Ancient Philosophers, by the
oelebrated Archbxshop of Cambray, although among
3’ lpe most delightful of his writings, especially for
_'_' _the young, are, it is believed, but little known to
s ﬂie "American reader ; and still there are few sub-
% .gects more worthy of being studied than the char.
-, a.cters,v t‘naxlms, and opinions of these wise men of
- Gg-am The various systems of morals which
o they mught, as well as their physxcal, political, and
« - social. pnnclples, have exercised an important in-

" fluénce -on the speculations of mankind in every
i ﬁucceedmg age ; nor is there anything which more
' ""atr.ikingly exhibits at once the strength and the
.- aveakness of human reason. If at times we are
\ 'delighted with the truth and nobleness of their sen- +
gf, timents, at other times we are no less sh&cked by
*. their immorality or absurdity ; plainly showing, in
g. ..regard to his religious and moral responsibilities,
. that man needs some surer light -than-that of his
Qw:n. understanding ; or, in other words, proving
'g the nécessity of a Divine Revelation. -
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rendef tﬁe work in_some good degree worthy of

' -_.»the beaufxftﬂ ongmal and the publishers conﬁdem-, .

It has been the aim of the American éd'itt.n“.is Ry

ly a.ntlclpate that it will be found no less entertam- . :

R mg théin: instructtve to the intelligent reader. .%, | .
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PREFACE.

Sucn a work as the present has certainly been
hitherto a desideratum in English literature ; and,
while the press is daily issuing volumes by thou.
sands on subjects in regard to which it is long
since that nothing new could b_e said, and on others,
again, about which it was never worth while to
say anything, the lives, opinions, and maxims of
the Ancient Philosophers, though constantly a mat-
ter of conversation, and not unfrequently of dis-
pute, have never been laid before the public in a -
form or in a language that has made them acces-
sible to general readers.* The elegant work of
Enfield neither supersedes the present, nor is it
contradictory of what has been just said.

The business of the translator is to transfuse
into another language the thoughts of his author,
with as much of the spirit of the original as possi-
ble. This the translator of the following work has

* That the illustrious Dr. Johnson thought such a work as
this needed, and meant himself to supply the defect, appears
from a paper which he left, specifying among other literary la-
bours to be executed, “ Lives of the Philosophers, written with
a polite air, in such a manner as may divert as well as instruct.”
= Boswell's Life of Johnsom, vol. ii., p. 557, 4to,
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vi PREFACE.

attempted to do; though he scarcely dares flatter
himself that, in the approbation of several learned
and judicious friends who have encouraged his un-
dertaking, he has been so fortunate as to a.nuclpate
the decision of the public.

As a biographer and annotator, he has endeav.
oured steadily to keep in view the formation of the
youthful mind ; and he is confident that he speaks
the truth when he affirms that no applause would
be so dear to his heart as the conviction that he
has in any one instance eradicated a hurtful preju-
dice, or inspired a just or noble sentiment.

In composing the Life of Fenelon he has had
access to several scarce and valuable works, among
which the Life by the Chevalier Ramsay may be
particularly mentioned. Nothing has been advan.
ced without authority.

- The notes are chiefly intended to supply, to some
extent, the place of those remarks which the good
archbishop himself may be supposed to have made
to his pupil viva voce.

The order in which the illustrious names of an.
tiquity are here presented is that of time ; and from
Thales to Zeno, no distinguished name is omitted.
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LIFE OF FENELON. .

TaE splendid actions which rivet the attention
of the many on the biography of the hero, and the
surprising incidents by which the mind is hurried
along in the story of the adventurer, seldom occur
in the history of an author. It is to the thinking
and contemplative ; to those who have been de-
lighted, instructed, and improved by their writings,
that the lives of the learned chiefly afford pleasure.
Our favourite author we consider as our friend ;
and the pleasure we derive from an account of his
life results from the gratification of a curiosity
which is grafted on affection, esteem, or gratitude.
In the reflections which otcur in his works we
mark, or think we can mark, the character of that
mind from which they proceeded. By this, how-
ever, our curiosity is excited rather than gratified :
we are anxious to discover how far the author and
the man coincide.

In the works of no writer are the principles
from which they flowed more justly unfolded than
in those of Frangois Saliguac de la Motte Fenelon.
He was the son of Pons de Salignac, Marquis de
Fenelon, and Louise de la Cropte, sister of the
Marquis de St. Arbre; and was born on the 6th

* day of August, 1651, in the castle of Fenelon, in
Perigord.*

* The ancestry of our author has long been distinguished for



10 LIFE OF FENELON.

Remote from those sources of corruptica from
which, too frequently, the tender mind contracts an
incurable bias to vice, he spent the first twelve
years of his life at his father’s seat in the country.
Here was formed that heart which to be loved
needs only to be known ; and here that genius was
fostered whose praise will ever be associated with
his name.

Of the early part of Fenelon’s life little is known.
At twelve years of age he was sent to the Univer-
sity of Cahors to commence his studies, and af-
terward from thence to Paris, to finish his educa-
tion under the care of his uncle, Antoine, marquis
de Fenelon, lieutenant in the king’s army. This
nobleman possessed a strong understanding, exem-
plary piety, and signal bravery.* Under such a
guide, in whom the father still lived, the talents of
the young Fenelon expanded and were matured ;
and with such an example of every virtue daily
exhibited before him, his heart was enamoured of
goodness.

In the nineteenth year of his age the Abbé de
Fenelon preached at Paris with general applause.
The feelings of the worthy marquis on this occasion
the fond and virtuous parent may conceive, but

wealth and honour ; and his own name is said to be * the ninth
that has reflected literary renown on the house of Salignac.”
The family of Salignac or Salagnac was in the thirteenth
century possessed of all the lands of that name, comprehend-
ing eighteen parishes in Perigord. Raymond de Salignac was
lord of Salignac, and seems to have been the first who added to
these lands those of la Mothe, or Motte Fenelon. Fram this
Raymond, who was living in 1444, besides two other branches
long since extinct, is descended that branch to which the subject
of these memoirs belonlged.
* Ramsay’s Life of Fenelon, p. 9.
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even he could not describe them. The afféction
of this good man was, however, tempered with
prudence, and his piety with discernment. To se-
cure his youthful charge against the dangerous ef-
fects of applause on inexperience, he induced him
to observe for several years that silence in public
which might be accompanied with improvement
in private. Under M. Tronson, superior of the
seminary of St. Sulpicius, he applied with redoub-
led.ardour to the cultivation and improvement of
his intellectual and moral powers. At the age of
twenty-four he entered into holy orders. ¢ He as-
sisted,” says his friend and biographer,* “in the
most laborious parochial duties, and thought no-
thing below him in a ministry where the lowest
office is a dignity too great for man.” ’
At the age of twenty-seven he was chosen by M.
de Harlay, archbishop of Paris, to be superior of
a community of women who had lately been gained
over from the Protestant to the Catholic faith.
The manner in which he conducted himself in this
situation procured him a recommendation to the
king, by: whom he was nominated to conduct a
mission to the coast of Saintonge, and particularly
to the country of Aunis, for the conversion (as the
Roman Catholics termed it) of the Protestants.
Banishing that philanthropy which, as brethren,
every man owes to another, the Church of Rome
has not unfrequently sent forth her missionaries,
armed with the terrors of the sword, under the
pretence of disseminating the gospel of peace ; and
such was the barbarous nature of the mission, or,

+ Ramsay’s Life of Fenelon, p. 11.
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rather, military expedition, which Louis XIV. ins
tended Fenelon to conduct.

In youth the ardour of enterprise is not often
tempered by wisdom, and that which is generally
styled wisdom, when attained, is seldom anything
more than a well-regulated self-love ; and where
the favour of the great, the chief road to promotion
in life, is to be acquired, how often do we see the
decisions of judgment influenced by the dictates
of selfishness. Rejecting with horror the king’s
offer under the circumstances proposed, the Abbé
de Fenelon declared, that if the mission was to be
accompanied by troops, he abandoned it forever ;
but if allowed to conduct it in his own way, he
would cheerfully undertake it. After some hesita-
tion, this reasonable request was at length granted,
and the gentle measures adopted in the territory to
which Fenelon’s mission extended formed a stri-
king contrast with the barbarity practised in other
quarters.

On the expiration of his mission the abbé re.
turned to Paris and waited on the king; after
which, for the space of two years, he did. not ap-
pear at court. His modesty and diffidence were
equalled only by his learning and virtue; but, un.
happily for the world, when the last are combined
with the first, they are generally as much neglect-
ed as they ought to be valued. Such was the case
with Fenelon ; for, though named to the bishopric
of Poictiers, as he neglected to practise the arts
which most men think they justify by calling them
necessary on such occasions, the nomination was
cancelled before it was made public.

About this time he became acquainted with the
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Celebrated Bossuet, bishop of Meaux, whose friend.
ship he highly valued, and to whose instruction and
advice he listened with that docility and reverence
which the inexperience of youth owes to the wis.
dom of age. The Abbé de Fenelon was introdu.
ced to the Duke of Beauvilliers, and others in fa.
vour at court, by the marquis his uncle. At the
request of this nobleman he wrote his treatise on
% The Education of a Daughter :” a book o very
considerable merit, but which has never yet ap-
%:ared in a suitable English dress. The Duke of

auvilliers, who was governor to the young prince,
unlike those mercenary and simoniacal dispensers
of favour by whom Fenelon’s promotion had hith-
erto been retarded, unsolicited, recommended him
to the king in such terms that he was immediately
nominated preceptor to the Duke of Burgundy.
He entered upon this new employment in Septem-
ber, 1689.

In the conduct and issue of this new and impor.
tant charge, his rare endowments, his high acquire-
ments, and the depth and solidity of his judgment,
attracted general attention and obtained universal
applause. The character of the Duke of Burgun-
dy, the change wrought in it by his preceptor; and
the means by which it was effected, deserve our
attention and merit imitation.

The talents of this prince were brilliant and sub-
stantial ; but in early youth they were shaded by
many imperfections. Indulging a sense of that
dignity which fortune confers on the great, though
they can plead no title to it from merit, and court-
ed by that fawning obsequiousness which is ever
ready to stoop and cring% at the bare possibility of
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future favour, he soon discovered a temper ¢hol.
eric, imperious, violent, haughty, and intolerant.
But in his riper years he was meek, gentle, com-
passionate, ready to confess a fault, prompt to for-
give, easily moved by the tear of the wretched,
and eager to relieve the distresses of the unfortu-
nate. To effect such a change, it is evident that
uncommon skill and prudence must have been ex-
erted.

Together with the Abbé de Fenelon, there were
employed in this important charge several others,
all men of virtue and probity, whose object was not
self-aggrandizement or family promotion, but to
store with useful knowledge and fortify with vir-
tuous principles the head and heart of a youth
whose birth destined him to be the blessing or the
scourge of millions. The most distinguished of
these, after Fenelon, were the Abbé de Fleury, the
Abbé de Langeron, and Father le Valois.

Their plan was formed in concert and pursued
with steadiness. They determined never to flatter
their pupil ; and, when they had reason to be dis-
satisfied with his conduct, never to screen his faults
or palliate his errors. Acting on this principle,
the stylein which they addressed him was uniform.
ly the same, and in one path they steadily directed
him: they taught him that it was only by obe.
dience and the performance of his duty that he
could hope to enjoy their favour ; but that by these
he might expect more than their favour—their
friendship.

In the conduct of Fenelon as a tutor, however,
there was nothing harsh or forbidding ; his firm.
ness was inflexible, but the only purpose to which
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it was applied was to give effect to his gentleness.
The punishments commenly inflicted in the educa-
tion of youth, and which they have often too good
reason to regard as the effects of revenge rather
than proofs of affection, were never applied by this
amiable preceptor. The principles, indeed, upon
which he proceeded, rendered corporeal punishment
wholly unnecessary. The Duke of Burgundy stud-
ied, not in consequence of imperious command,
but in obedience to a desire of knowledge, which
his masters had always sufficient skill to excite.
By a conversation upon which they had purpose-
ly entered, though to him apparently without design,
he was prompted to read a history, to examine a
map, or reason on such subjects as were suited to
his years and his progress in science. A story, a
dialogue, or a fable, in which some celebrated char.
acter of ancient or modern times was introduced,
and in which was conspicuous the amiableness of
virtue or the turpitude of vice, was chosen, accord.
ing to circumstances, to inform his understanding
and to improve his heart. With these objects in
view were composed “ The Adventures of Telem-
achus,” « Lives of the Ancient Philosophers,” and
% Dialogues of the Dead.”* '
The means employed for correcting the violent
temper of the young prince do no less honour to
his preceptor than the ingenious methods used to
lead him to the improvement of his mental powers.

* The first genuine edition of * Telemachus” was published
at Paris in 1717. The discourse on epic poetry prefixed to it
is the production of the Chevalier Ramsay. The * Dialogues
of the Dead” appeared first in 1718. The first edition of the
¢ Lives of the Ancient Philosophers” was published at Paris in
1726, and was next year followed by another at Amsterdam.
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‘When guilty of a fault which it would have been’
improper to pass unnoticed, his picture was drawn
in a fable, or his error was corrected by delicate
raillery ; when swayed by humour or controlled by
passion, he was viewed by his instructors with mark-

_ed pity and concern, and, by their command, was
approached by his attendants in melancholy silence ;
till, perceiving himself abandoned by all, and left to
vent his humour without sympathy or commisera-
tion, he acknowledged his error and asked pardon
for his fault; for the most ample and humble ac-
knowledgments were made the only condition of
forgiveness.

T'o accustom their pupil to this open ingenuous.
ness of mind, his instructers used frankly to confes
their own imperfections, and blame themselves for
anything they might chance to do amiss in his pres.
ence, thus rendering their very defects subservient
to his improvement ; and, to accustom him to the
duty of a friend, in observing, in matters intrusted
to him, a judicious silence, they made him their con.
fidant in affairs of real importance.

Such was the plan of education which Fenelon
so successfully carried into practice : the radical
principles of which were sketched and well illustra.
ted by Liocke* about the same time, and have been
farther developed in the recent and excellent trea.
tise on “Practical Education” by Edgeworth. It

* In his “Familiar Letters on Education.” What is here
said of Locke and Edgeworth is not to be understood as imply- -
ing unqualified approbation of the work of either. The first
abounds in defects, though much that is valuable may be gath-
ered from it ; and the last attempts to raise a beautiful superstruc-
ture without a foundation, for we hear nothin of the nature ar
necessity of religion. .
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is evident that only in private tuition can the plan
be adopted, but in this it is recommended by the
most powerful arguments; and here it becomes
truly a C
“ Delightfu: task to rear the tender thought,

To teach the young idea how to shoot ;

To pour the fresh instruction o’er the mind,

To breathe the enlivening spirit, and to fix

The generous purpose in the glowing breast.”

In the character of Fenelon, disinterestedness
formed a striking feature. Of this, as well as of
the inattention of mankind to modest merit, no-
thing can afford a more striking proof than that, du.
ring the six years he remained at court, in distin-
guished favour, the only benefice he enjoyed was a
small priory resigned to him by his uncle, the Bishop
of Sarlat. Louis XIV. at length, in 1694, bestow-
ed on him the abbey of St. Valery, apologizing at the
same time for the smallness as well as lateness of
the favour. Such, at least, is the account given by
the Chevalier Ramsay, who lived in the strictest in-
timacy with Fenelon during the last five years of
his life. :

From an anecdote, however, related by D’Alem.
bert in his “ Eloge de Fenelon,” it would appear
that he was then also almoner to the king. This
is worthy of being preserved. ¢ Father Seraphin,
a Capuchin,” says D’Alembert, ¢ a missionary more
zealous than eloquent, was preaching before Louis
XIV. The abbé, then almoner to the king, was
at sermon, and fell asleep. Father Seraphin per-
ceiving it, suddenly interrupted his discourse, call.
ing out, ¢ Wake that sleeping abbé, whose only
apparent motive for coming here is to pay court ta
the king.” Fenelon,” co]l;tinues D’Alembert, ¢ likeg

- B2



18 LIFE OF FENELON.

to relate this anecdote, and with real satisfaction
praised the preacher, who had shown so much
apostolical liberty ; and the king, by whose silence
it was approved.” :

Fenelon had been admitted member of the Acad-
emie Frangoise in 1693, and it was about’ this
time that his ¢ Dialogues on Eloquence” and his
¢ Letter to the French Academy” were composed.
He there lays down the true principles of eloquence ;
shows that the sublime must be sought in simplicity ;
and endeavours in this, as in all his works, to ren.
der pleasure subservient to virtue, and to recall the

oys
1y ¢¢Of ancient uncorrupted tiri;es.
When free to follow nature was the mode”’

To the preacher these dialogues are more im-
mediately addressed ; and they show in the happi-
est manner how simplicity may be united with ele.
gance, and plainness with the sublime doctrines of
the Gospel. Here are exposed that tissue of words,
which by the ignorant is deemed eloquence, and
that quaint antithetical jargon, which with the super-
ficial passes for ingenuity.

In a few months after the abbey of .St. Valery,
the archbishopric of Cambray fell vacant, and to
this rich benefice Louis nominated Fenelon. But,
ever nicely scrupulous in what he considered his
duty, he at first declined the offer, alleging the in-
compatibility of the duties of his diocese with the
education of the prince. The king, however, ob.
served to him that, as the education of the duke
was nearly finished, he might perform alternately
the functions of the prelate and the duties of the
preceptor, leaving in both what could not be ac.
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complished by himself to be performed by those
who were appointed under him. He accordingly
consented, on condition that he should spend nine
months of the year in his diocese, and the other
three with the prince. Though urged by the king
to retain it, he resigned the abbey of St. Valery,
together with the priory given up to him by his
uncle the Bishop olP Sarlat.

This conduct in the newly-created archbishop of
Cambray was universally applauded by the un.
biased, and as generally blamed by the interested.
“ You are going to ruin us,” said the Archbishop of
Rheims to him, upon hearing of this practical con.
demnation of holding pluralities.* :

Thus, in 1695, that merit was at length rewarded
which had so long courted concealment. Hitherto
Fenelon had been happy because contented, and
contented because his enjoyments flowed from an-
other source than earthly greatness, and were
wholly unaffeoted by the caprice of fortune. Now,
high in favour at court, and possessing revenues
which rendered him independent, or (what was
ntore congenial to his soul) which enabled him to .
extend his liberality, and, with it, the principles
from which it sprang, his care was conscientiously
to perform his duties, and (to use more awful lan-
guage) “ to walk with God.”

But how mysterious are the ways of Providence ¢
When fortune has profusely scattered her glitter.
ing toys, and mortals have grasped them as some-
thing real—when fancy has decked the landscape
with gaudy colours, and promised that its attrac.
tions shall be as durable as they are dazzling—in

+ Eloge de Fenelop, par M. D’Alembert.
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a moment the lowering sky may belie our hopes,
and the pointed lightning blast our joys. In the
fate of Fenelon these reflections were strikingly
realized : he was soon disgraced ; and the ostensi-
- ble reason of it was his defence of Madame Guion’s
principles. .

- 'This lady maintained opinions which had been
alternately approved and condemned. Her reli-
gious tenets were published in a small volume, en-
titled ¢« The Short Method,” and those deemed pe-
culiar to herself were comprehended under the
term Quietism.

- This was not a new name. A fanatical sect in
the Greek Church, in the fourteenth century, had
been styled Quietists. Michael de Molinos, a Span-
ish priest, had revived their principles in a treatise
which he published in 1875, under the title of “ The
Spiritual Guide.”* In defence of Madame Guion,
who had embraced many of the principles of Moli-
nos, Fenelon wrote his ¢ Maxims of the Saints.”
All that the archbishop deemed essential to his
view of the scheme, he states to be contained in
the following extract from one of his letters.
% There are,” says he, “but two things I insist
upon, which make up my whole doctrine. The
first is, that charity is a love of God for himself, in-
dependent of that happiness which is to be found in
the enjoyment of Him: the second, that in the
spiritual life of the most perfect souls, it is charity

* Gregory's  History of the Christian Church,” cent. 14, ch. 3,
and cent. 17, ch. 3; Mosh., Eccles. Hist., vol. iii, cent. 14, part
2,ch.5; and for a view of the controversy in which Fenelon
‘was involved, see vol. v., cent. 17, sect. 2, part 1, ch. 1, and
#oy’s Life of him, . .
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which goes before, and leads and animates all the
virtues, and directs their several acts.”*

Such was the declaration of his sentiments the
day before he finally left Paris. The attainment
of the love here inculcated is indeed impossible,
and therefore not required. The grand incentives
to virtue and holiness laid down in Scripture are
gratitude and hope : we are required to “ love Him
who first loved us ;” and, in prospect of the same
reward, to « be followers of them who through faith
and patience are now inheriting the promises.”
‘While that refined Christian love, then, which is
recommended by Fenelon, like the virtue inculcated
by the Stoics, is above the reach of humanity, we
must confess that whatever leads to an approxima-
tion to it has an excellent tendency to ennoble and
elevate the soul ; but to teach men that it is essen-
tial is to damp their joys, and, at the same time, to
demand what is wholly incompatible with human
frailty.

Such, however, was the ostensible cause of the
Archbishop of Cambray’s overthrow. After many
attackst made on him, and defences on his part, in
all of which he eminently displayed how much that
love for which he contended regulated his own
conduct. his cause was referred to the Roman see,



sense of a word or the meaning of a sentence.
After the cause had been depending for eighteen
months, it was finally proposed to dismiss it, and, at
the same time, to issue “ An apostolical decree, es-
tablishing certain canons relative to internal and
spiritual religion.” But the Cardinal Casa Nata
observing that such a decision might create a mis-
understanding with France, justice and interest
were now opposed, and, unfortunately, the latter

revailed. By a brief dated March 12th, 1699,

ope Innocent XII. condemped the « Maxims of
the Saints.”*

But how was it that a monarch who had raised
& man, virtuous and loyal, to the greatest eminence,
should now exert all his power to effect his ruin,
and use his ’}‘nﬂuence with the ﬁoulxlnn s:;l f;or that

rpose? This is a query which naturally sug-

g:.u itself to the mi:?d, and to which the nfzfe
statement of the fact affords no satisfactory an.
swer.
There are few who bave not heard of Madame
de Maintenon, in every sense the mistress of Louis
XIV. Possessed of unbounded influence over the
French monarch, she flattered herself with the hope
of being one day raised from an infamous and
criminal intercourse to the summit of her wishes,
the throne of France. Provided she gained the

+ That the pope was convinced of the injustice of this sen-
tence, is evident from two circumstances : 1. Though urged by
the enemies of Fenelon to condemn all that he had written in
defence of his * Maxims of the Saints,” he peremptorily re-
fused, notwithstanding these tracts conmneJ the same doc-
trines more fully and clearly explained. 2. Of the five exam-
iners who refused to vote against Fenelon, three were after-
ward made cardinals, viz., Rodoloric, archbishop of Chetti, Ga-
brielli, and Sperelli.—Life of Fenelon, p, 128- :
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consent of Louis, she gave herself hitle concern
about that of the Church, which, though necessary,
she deemed secure. Her discernment, however,
pointed out Fenelon as one exception. She en-
deavoured to gain upon him by indirect methods ;
and it was while this project was on foot that he
was created Archbishop of Cambray. She had suc-
ceeded in gaining the conditional censent of Louis ;
and Father la Chaise, the king’s confessor, would
be glad, she thought, of such an opportunity of in.
gratiating himself with her. ,

He told the king, however, that it was too nice a
point for him to decide, and referred him to Fen-
elon as a more able casuist, promising at the same
time to observe the most profound silence. La
Chaise disclosed the affair to the archbishop:
“ What have I done, gather,” replied he, *that
you should ruin me? But no matter: let us go to
the king.” No sooner had Fenelon entered the
king’s presence than he threw himself at his feet,
imploring his majesty not to sacrifice him: the
king promised that he would not. Suffice it to say,
Fenelon acted with probity : the hopes of Madame
de Maintenon were blasted, and the ruin of the
prelate was cdnsequently meditated. The methods
by which it was effected we have already seen.*

In 1697 he was banished,} and his friends in
office dismissed. :

Here we behold this truly great man made the
sacrifice of virtue. But Fenelon was one of the

* For a more particular account of Madame de Maintenon
and of this whole affair, see Guardian, vol. i., nos. 46, 47, 48.

+ To banish a bishop means to confine him to his diocese.~
See Eloge ds Fenelon, par M. D’ Alembert.
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fow who have reached that sublimity of character
which proves that to be virtuous is’ to be happy,
and that integrity is a good, for the loss of which
the whole universe cannot furnish an equivalen
The man, in conscious virtue bold,
Who dares his secret purpose hold,
Unshaken hears the crowd’s tumultuous cries,
And the impetuous tyrant's ang? brow defies.
Let Jove’s dread arm with thunders rend the spheres,
Beneath the crush of worlds, undaunted he appears.
Francis's Hor., lib. iii., ode 3.
Fenelon bore his persecution with the most com-
posed submission : “I renounce,” said he, “my
own judgment, to conform to that of our holy fa-
ther the pope.”* On hearing such a sentiment
from Fenelon, we cannot but regret that so much
weakness should haye been blended with so much
greatness ; but we must still admire the integrity
of the philosopher and t® patience of the Chris-
tian.
We now proceed to follow this venerable man
_along the remainder of his destined journey through
life, and delightful indeed is the scene presented to
our view. We behold the good man living quietly in
his diocese, the friend of humanity and the patron
" of virtue. At a distance from the chicane of courts
and the storms of faction, he made the pang of
sorrow his own; and the only limits to his munifi-
cence were the wants of indigence. Maintaining
that dignity upon which the respectability, and
therefore usefulness, of his character depended, he
exhibited am;ng the peopled 0{1 his diocese the most
winning condescension and the most engaging hu.
mility. Soothing their cares, consoling thei.rgsor.

# Life of Fenelon, p. 133.
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rows, relieving their wants, he acquired their es.
teem and secured their affection. ¢« He used fre.
quently to go alone and on foot,” says D’Alembert,
“in his diocesan visits in the environs of Cambray :
he entered the houses of the peasants, seated him.
self near them, solaced and comforted them. Old
men who are yet alive and have had the happiness
to see him, still speak of him with the most tender
veneration. ¢ There !’ say they, ¢ there is the wood-
en chair on which our good archbishop used to
seat himself among us: we shall never see him
more !’ and they burst into tears.”

“ I had profited little by my books,” said a great
literary character on seeing his house in flames,
¢ had I not learned to lose them !” The saying is
deservedly admired ; but Fenelon on a similar oc-
casion said, “I am much better pleased that my
books should be burned than the cottage of a poor
family.”

During the war in 1701 he courteously received
the Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene, and,
in return, enjoyed that veneration and esteem which
he so justly deserved. The French courtiers who
served in the army of Flanders avoided seeing him -
the base paid court to their superiors by pourinlg(
contempt upon his character, while virtue hersel
dared do no more than not 4o blme him. The
Duke of Burgundy, his pupil, was perhaps the only
inhabitant of Versailles in whose memory he was
cherished ; that virtue and affection which Fenelon
had inspired seemed willing still to wander around
the source whence they were derived.

. uring the campaign in 1708, in which4this
pg’nce commanded, he imglored the king his grand-
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father to permit him to visit the person to whoms,
of all men, he considered himself the most indebted,
and for whom he had the warmest friendship. Louis
refused ; and what aggravated this barbarity was,
that the prince had few opportunities of epistolary
correspondence. In the first letter which this amia-
ble youth was permitted to send his master, he
writes as follows: 1 have suffered many afflic-
tions since our separation, but one of the greatest
has been that of not being able to give you any
proof of my affection. All this while* I have had
a secret indignation at the ill usage you have met
with ; but we must submit to the Divine will, and
o I e to pass for our good.”
died in 1712, when Fenelon
that terrestrial vicissitude
e vented the feelings of na-
ielf to the will of Heaven.
e,” says he, “ than to move
ack to life contrary to the
| not do it.”
duke, many of Fenelon's
8 cabinet, and in them ap.
poaicu wo aunauie preceptor a.nd the tender ﬁ'ielld-
To give a specimen of their style and manner, I
shall extract a few sentences from the only one
which is extant » “Let it be seen,” says he, “ that
you have thoughts and sentiments becoming a
prince. You must make yourself beloved by the
good, feared by the bad, and esteemed by all. There
is nothing weak, melancholy, or constrained in true
piety. It enlarges the heart; it«is simple and
* Four years. The letter is dated Versailles, 24th Decentber,
1701.—Ram., Life of Fenslon, p. 320. R
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fovely; it becomes all things to all men, that it

 may gain all. The kingdom of God does not con-
sist in a scrupulous observation of punctilios, but

- in the exercise of the virtues proper to each man’s
state and vocation. Be the heir of the virtues of

* 8t. Liouis before you receive his crown. Remem-
ber that his blood flows in your veins, and that the
same spirit of faith by which he was sanctified
ought to be the life of your heart.”

The letter from which these extracts have been
made is the only one of Fenelon’s in this corre-
spondence, as I before observed, which now re-
mains. The rést, we are informed by Ramsay,
Louis did himself the diabolical pleasure of burning
with his own hand! For the one still preserved
.we are indebted to Mddame de Maintenon, who
sent it, enclosed with an account of the fate of the _
others, to the Duke of Beauvilliers.

The severity of the winter of 1709 completed
the desolation of Fenelon’s native country, which
had been ravaged by war during the eight prece-
ding years. This was a field for the display of his
virtues. I love my family”—this was his maxim,
and these his words—*I love my family better than
myself ; I love my country better than my family ;
but I love mankind better than my country.”
These are, indeed, nominally the sentiments of
modern philosophers, but they were the basis of
Fenelon's -conduct. There was at this time in his
granaries corn to the value of a hundred thousand
francs. Refusing any compensation, he distributed
the whole to the soldiers. ¢ The king,” said he,
“owes me nothing; and in the misfortunes by
which the people are oppressed, I ought, as a
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Frenchman and a bishop, to restore to the stats
what I have received from it.” It was thus that
Fenelon revenged his disgrace ! »

His munificence, however, was not confined to
his countrymen. Englishmen likewise shared of
his bounty ; and to their honour be it recorded,
they were not ungrateful. In return for that phil-
anthropy which the circumstance of being an enemy
could not extinguish, a safe-conduct was granted
to the good archbishop whenever the voice of hu-
manity pronounced it expedient; and it was then
only that it was valued. Of the use which he made
of it, we shall have a better idea by noticing a par-
ticular instance. . '

It is but just to say, that on this occasion, the
wretched, without distinction, found in Fenelon a.
father, and in his palace a home. Nay, in cases
where he had not sufficient accommodations at his
own disposal, he hired houses forthe reception of
the destitute. He became literally ¢ the servant of
all.” At the board which he spread for the home-
less and the needy, he himself served.

He one day observed a peasant dejected and
melancholy, whose grief would not permit him,
though hungry, to repair decaying nature. “Why,”
said Fenelan, “ do you'not eat?” ¢ Ah! sir,” re.
plied the peasant, “ I had a cow, the support of my
family, which, when flying from my cottage, I had
not time to take along with me. By this time she
is in the hands of the enemy, and I shall never find
her equal more.” Under the protection of his safe-
conduct, the venerable archbishop immediately set
off, accompanied by a single domestic, found the
cow, and restored her to the peasant. « Unhappy
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those,” says D’Alembert in his Eloge, “to whom
this affecting anecdote seems unworthy of being
told before this respectable assembly !” He means
the French Academy, before whom his eulogy was
delivered. o
In 10 was introduced to Fenelon Andrew
Michael Ramsay, a Scotchman, commonly known
by the name of the Chevalier Ramsay, to whom I
have been chiefly indebted in drawing up these me-
moirs.* The accomplished author of the “ Trav-
els of Cyrus,” born in a country where liberty of
conscience is not restrained by the laws of the
land, and where, consequently, the human mind
develops itself freely in every form, had not the
happiness to turn to advantage this best of privile-
ges. In'Scotland, where the earlier part of his
life was spent, he embraced in succession the ten-
ets of almost every sect of Protestants, and, turning
from them all, became at length a deist. “I could
* Mr. Ramsay, descended from an ancient family, was born
at Ayr, June 9, 1686. After tbedarepamtory branches of educa-
tion, he studied first at the University of Edinburgh, from
which, in order to attend a son of the Earl of Wemyss, he re-
moved to St. Andrew’s. Travelling afterward to Holland, he
became acquainted at en with Poiret, a celebrated mystie
divine, in consequence of which he became desirous of the ac-
quaintance of Fenelon. Ramsay having been appointed first
governor to the Duc de Chateau-Thiery and the Prince de Tu-
renne, was soon after made knight of the order of St. Lazarus,
It was in consequence of this title of knighthood, in French
Chevalier, that he has been generally styled the Chevalier Ram-
say. Some time after he visited England, was kindly received
by the Duke of Argyle, and in 1730 was presented by Dr. King
with a degree of Doctor of Laws from the University of Oxford :
dnnnﬁlul period he composed several of his ingenious works.
After his return to France he continued to live at the seat of the
Prince de Turenne, Duc de Bouillon, in the capacity of intend.
ant, till his death, which happened at St. Germain-en-Laie,
May 6, 1743. Csa

\



80 LIFE OF FENELON.

not, however,” says he, “shake off my respect for
the Christian religion, the morality of which is so
sublime.”* Such was the state of his mind when
he was introduced to the Archbishop of Cambray,
“who,” he says, “received him with that fatherly
affection which immediately gains the_heart.”
For the space of six months religion was S the sube
ject of minute investigation and of careful discus-
sion between them. It is no small honour to Fen-
elon’s talents, as well as engaging manners and
lndefatlgable patience, to add, that he succeeded
in persuading Ramsay to embrace the Christian
faith. ‘From this period till the archbishop’s death
they lived in the closest friendship; and in his
% Life of Fenelon,” Ramsay has left on record a
noble testimony of gratitude to him whd was the
instrument of eﬁ'ecung what he terms “ the happiest
occurrence in his life.”

The archbishop had now survived his much-be-
loved pupil, the Duke of Burgundy, three years,
and had seen himself bereaved of his most intimate
friends and confidants, the Dukes of Beauvilliers
and Chevreuse. - His meekness, submission, and
inviolable attachment both to Church and state
made at length such an impression on the mind
of Louis, that, breaking away from his former

rejudices and hatred, he resolved to recall him;

ut of the treasure of which his former conduct
had rendered him unworthy, Heaven now denied
him the possession.
+  In the beginning of the year 1715, Fenelon was
seized with an inflammation on his lungs, accom-
panied by a continued fever. Equally removed
* Life of Fenelon, p. 191,
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from levity and stoical insensibility, he maintained
the magnanimity of a Christian: his illness lasted
between six and seven days, and his last words,
uttered amid the pangs of dissolving nature, were,
« Not my will, but thine be done.” On the 8th of
January, 1715, and in the 64th year of his age, the
venerable Fenelon breathed his last.

In memory of this virtuous prelate there is, we
are informed by D’Alembert, in the Cathedral of
Cambray, a long but insipid epitaph, which he does
not deem worth preserving. ¢ Let us dare,” says
he, ¢ to propose a shorter one : ¢ Under this stone
rests Fenelon. Stranger, efface not by thy tears
this epitaph, that others may have an opportunity
of reading it, and, like thee, of weeping.”” We
are told by Professor Bygge,* that in the hall
where the National Institute holds its meetings,
there are still a few statues which have survived
the reign of terror, of some of the most illustrious
men whom France has produced, and that among
these few is one of Fenelon.

We shall close these memoirs by a few reflec-
tions on the life and character of this truly great
man.

" Of his active benevolence we have few parallels.
He was anxious to do good, and no less so to con-
ceal it. Of Barthelemy, the Nestor of French lit-
erature, it is said by his friend Dussaulx, that he
used frequently thus to express his philanthropy :
% Why is it not permitted to a mortal to bequeath
happiness to his fellow-creatures?”” But, could
such a wish be realized, the brightest displays of
virtue would be impossible. The language of Fen-
* Travels in France, p. 316
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elon’s heart appeared in his conduct ; it was this =’
“ Let us anticipate the future by doing the most
good we can in the present.” It is all summed up
in a single line of Lucan:

Nil actum reputans, si quid superesset agendum.

While aught remained, esteeming nothing done.

His mind was seldom warped by religious prej-
udices, and his heart was never debased by bigot-
ed or wrong principles. He beheld a brother in
every country, and Christians in every church.

“ He held everything,” says Ramsay, ¢ in com-
mon with his friends, and was but one in heart and
mind withthem. ¢Oh! what a beautiful gpectacle
would it be,” he frequently said, ¢ to see all sorts of
goods in common, nobody looking upon his own
knowledge and virtues, his joys and his riches, as
his peculiar property! It is thus the saints in
heaven possess everything in God, without having
anything of their own.’ ”* )

Warm in his piety, pure in his morals, in his in.
tercourse with men generous, benevolent, and sym-

, pathetic, inflexibly steady in what he deemed the
cause of truth and virtue, and in suffering pos.
sessed of an equanimity and fortitude which de-
traction could not disturb nor malice shake, he en-
forced the doctrines and precepts which he taught
by the most powerful of all incentives—living ex-
ample. .

As a writer, he is certainly one of “ those whose
works shall last for ages,” and will cease to be
read only when elegant simplicity ceases to be ad-
mired. By his productions the philosopher will

* Life of Fenelon, p. 30.
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be taught to blend the agreeable with the useful,
and to strew with flowers the paths of science and
virtue. The poet, too, should keep Fenelon in
view as he labours up the steep of Parnassus ; and,
like him, endeavour to instruct by pleasing.

% The Telemachus of the celebrated Archbishop
of Cambray,” says the accomplished Hawkes-
worth, “ is a work of such reputation that it would
be scarce less absurd to recommend it than to rec-
ommend the writings of Homer and Virgil.” His
theological writings savour, of course, somewhat of
the church to which he belonged. His “ Demon-
stration of the Being of a God” will be generally read
with pleasure and advantage ; but, in determining
the standard of Biblical ‘interpretation, Protestants
may not be inclined to coincide with the sentiments
expressed in his “ Letters on Religion and Meta-

physics.” His rituelles” are addressed
to a particular ! ticular church : on the
mind of Fenelo a good effect, but with

others the same seuumenws might be dangerous.
His ¢ Dialogues on-Eloquence” and his “ Dia-
logues of the Dead” are as much admired as they
are generally read ; and to speak of them by way
either of censure or commendation, where the pub-
lic have already so fully decided, would be equally

ient Philosophers” are
he reason doubtless is,
peared in an English
ilese memoirs the merit
rreat, that, for his own
ipleted an English ver.
his philosophical stud-
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ies ; & stage in the progress of education when it
will be found greatly to facilitate the acquisition of
knowledge, and to afford more entertainment than
is anywhere else combined with so much wisdom.
And if his success has been at all proportioned to
his intentions, he fondly hopes, as it now appears
in a language in which it may be generally read,
that it will be as generally admired ; and that from
the closet of the student it will pass into the hands
of many a reader who will find instruction where
perhaps amusement anly was sought.
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THALES.

THALES, the Milesian, was by his family a Phce-
nician, and was descended from Cadmus the son
of Agenor. The indigaation which his parents
had conceived against the tyrants by whom the
opulent were continually oppressed, induced them
to quit their natiye country; in consequence of
which they fized their residence at Miletus, a town
of Ionia, where, in the firgt year of the 85th Olym.
piad,* Thales was born. It was he who first ac-
quired the noble title of Sage ; and he was the. au.
thor of that philosophy which, from the name of
the country which gave him birth, has been styled
the Ionian.

Thales was for some time in the magistracy ;
and, after passing with applause through its several
gradations to the highest offices of the state, he
was impelled by his ardour to investigate the se.
crets of nature, tq extricate himself from the em-

barrassment of public affairs. Accordingly, he set -
i *The space of time denoted by an Olympiad is four years,

and the first Olympiad began 776 years before the Christian era ;

hence, by a very simple arithmetical process, we find that Thales
was born 639 years before Christ.
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off for Egypt, where the sciences then flourished.
There he devoted several years to intercourse and
conversation with the priests, at that time the de-
positaries of the knowledge of their country. Thus
he became acquainted with the mysteries of their
religion, while it was to mathematics and astron.
omy that his attention wr~ ~hi~f- A=nme-d AT
never attached himself tc

cepting his intercourse w

during his travels in that

iment and research alon

mental application, that

stock of knowledge with

losophy.

Possessed of a noble elevation of soul, Thales
spoke little and thought much. ‘Of his own inter-
est he was negligent, but that of the state roused
his keenest efforts.

Speaking of those who deem the gratification
of revenge more desirable than life itself, Juvenal
says that this sentiment is very different from that
of Chrysippus or of the gentle Thales :

Chogoipp rom dicet s ot mite Thaletio
Ingenium—

Oh, sweet revenge ! than life itself more dear:

T” obtain the bliss, who death itself would fear?
Not so mild Thales nor Chrysipgus thought,

Nor that good man who drank the poison’d draught,

Upon his return to Miletus Thales lived very
retired, and the contemplatiof of the celestial
phenomena engrossed his whole attention.

His love of wisdom induced him to prefer the
quiet of celibacy to the cares of matrimony. When
he was twenty-three years of age, an advanta.
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. geous match presenting itself, his mother Cleobu.
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Some young men of Miletus intending one day
to ridicule Thales, told him that his science must
be very barren, since it had left him in indigence :
the philosopher endeavoured to show, that if wise
men did not amass great riches, it was purely
through contempt of them ; and that it was easy for
them to acquire things on which they set no value.

By his astronomical observations he foresaw, it
is said, that the year would be very productive. He
bought up, therefore, befre their season, all the
olive-fruits in the neighbourhood of Miletus. The
crop proved abundant, and Thales made very con-
siderable profits ; but, being quite disinterested, hie
assembled the merchants of Miletus, and distributed
among them all his clear gain.

Thales used to thank the gods for three things :
that he was born a rational creature rather than a
brute ; a man rather than a woman ; and a Greek

-rather than a barbarian.

i Thales believed that the world had been original-

* ly disposed in the manner in which we at present
see it, by an intelligent Being ; who, as he had no
beginning, so he could have no end. He was the
first Greek who taught the immortality of the soul.

There came to him one day a man, asking him
whether we could conceal aur actions from the
gods. “To them,” replied the philosopher, “even
our most secret thoughts can never be unknown.”

y  “The greatest thing,” he used to say, “is space,

" because in it all beings are contained ; the strong-
est thing, necessity, because it accomplishes every

- purpose; the quickest is mind, for in an instant it
runs over the universe; and the wisest thing is
time, since there is nothing, however secret, which
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it does not discover; but of all things, the most
agreeable is to gratify inclination.”

He frequently repeated the maxim, that to talk
much is no mark of superior understanding. * Of
our friends,” he said, “we ought to be equally

* mindful, whether present or absent.; that we.should
assist our parents, that we may deserve the assist-
ance of our children; that there is nothing so base
as to see a tyrant allowed to Jrow old; that in
misfortune it may be some consolation to learn that

! our tormentors are as unhappy as ourselves ;* that

" a man ought never to do that himself which he
would blame in others; that true happiness con.
sists in enjoying perfect health and a moderate for-
tune, and in spending life free from effeminacy and
ignorance.” .

To Thales nothing appeared so difficult as self-
knowledge. This consideration led him to form
that excellent precept, which was dfterward en-

, graved on a plate of gold; and consecrated in the
i temple of Apollo : Know TuyseLr.t '
e maintained that there was no difference be-
tween life and depth. Being asked why, then, he
'did not kill himself, he replied, that since to live or
die was the same thing, there was no metive to in-
duce him to choose the one in preference to the
other, ‘ S
Thales sometimes amused himself with poetry,
. * We may excuse Thales, but must not forget the sublime
precept of Him who said, *“ Love your enemies, bless them that
{ curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them that
1 despitefully use you and persecute you.”

t It is from this circumstance, perhaps, that the precept was
afterward attributed o the god himeelt. E calo descondis,

otavrov (From heaven itself descended the injunction, km’mwt:y-
self )—Juvenal,
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and he is said to have been the inventor of the
hexameter measure.*

A man justly accused of adultery came to him
one day, and asked him whether he might clear
himself by oath. Thales, in raillery, answered his
question by proposing another : ¢ Is perjury,” said
he, “a less crime than adultery 7’

Mandretus of Priene, who had been a scholar of
his, having come to Miletus to pay him a visit, said
to_him, ¢ What reward; Thales, would you have me
bestow upon you, in testimony of the gratitude
which I feel for all the excellent precepts for which
I am indebted to you?” ¢ When you have an op-
portunity of instructing others,” replied ~Thales,
¢ Jet them know that I am the author of the doc-
trines you teach. In you this will discover a laud.
able modesty, and to'me it will be a very valuable
reward.”

Thales was the first among the Greeks who ap.
plied to the study of physics and astronomy. He
supposed that water was the first principle of all

- things ; that earth was condensed water, and air
rarefied water; that all things were contidually
undergoing a change into one another, but that, at
last, all would be resolved igto water ; that the uni-
verse was animated, and full of invisible beings
continually hovering around ; that the earth was in

* This, however, cannot be true: for Homer, who, according
to the Arundelian marbles, flourished 907 years before Christ,
and even Hesiod, whom Cicero places soméwhat later (vid. Cie.,
de Senectute), wrote in this measure. But Diogenes Laertius
mentions five of the name of Thales, of whom two are said to
have lived before Homer ; and Fenelon seems to have attributed
to the Thales whose life is now before us an invention which
might possibly belong to one'of the same name who had lived
many centuries before.
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the midst of the universe, and revolved round its
own centre, which was that of the universe also ;
and that the waters of the sea, upon which it was
placed, agitated it in such a manner as to produce
its motion. -
The wonderful properties of the loadstone and o
amber, and the apparent  sympathy between things
of the same nature, Jed him to conclude that there
was no object in the universe which was not ani.
mated. : '
The inundation of the Nile he attributed to the
Etesian or annual winds, which blow from north to.
south ; for these, said he, must retgrd the progress.
of the river, which consequently, flowing from
south to north, must overflow its banks, and lay
under water the adjacent champaign country.*
Thales was the first who, predicted eclipses of.
the sun and moon, and made observations on their
different motions. He supposed the sun to be &
luminous body, one hundred and twenty times larger,
than the moon. . The moon he considered an opaque
body, of which one side only was capable of reflect. .
ing the light of the sun; and on this hypothesis he
solved the phenomena of her different phases.
Thales first investigated the origin of winds, the

+ « Whatever were the conjectures of the dreamers of an-
tiquity, modern travellers and phildsophers, describing without
system or prejudice what their eyes saw, have found that the
inundation of Egypt has been effected by natural means, per-
fectly consonant with the ordinary rules of Providence, and the
laws given for the government of the rest of the universe. They
. have found that the plentiful fall of the tropical rains, produced
. every year at the same time by the action of a violent sun, has
been uniformly, without a miracle, the cause of Egypt being
:ﬁlaﬂy overflowed.”—Bruce’s Travels, vol. v., p. 331, secon

on.

D2
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matter of which thunderbglts consist, and-the cause
of lightning and of thunder.

Before him, no one had discovered the method of
measuring the heights of towers and pyramids by
their shadows at noon, during the equinoxes.

He fixed the year at three hundred and sixty.five

! days ; stated the order of the seasons ; limited the

month to thirty days; and to every twelfth-month

_ added five days more, to complete the solar. year.

This method he had learned from the Egyptians.
Thales was the first who made any discoveries
concerning the Ursa Minor, or Lesser Bear, of
which the Pheenicians availed themselves in navi.
tion. - .
When on one occasion he went out to contem.
plate the stars, through inadvertency he fell into a
ditch. An old female .domestic immediately ran
up to him, and, having disengaged him, said to him
in jest, “ What! Thales, do you suppose yourself
capable of discovering what is going on in heaven,
when you cannot even see what is at your feet 1”
. Thales maintained a very high degree of re.
spectability during his whole life. He’ was con.
sulted on the fnost important affairs. Croesus,
having engaged in a war against the Persians, ad.
vanced at the head of a numerous army to the
banks of the river Halys, and found himself much
embarrassed how to pass it. He had neither
bridges nor boats, and to ford it was impossible.
Thales, who_happened ta be at that time in his
camp, assured him that he could enable his army
to cross the river without either a bridge or boats.
He immediately engaged the men in digging a larga
trench in the form of a crescent, beginning at one



THALES. 43

extremity of the camp and terminating at the other.
Thus was the river divided into branches, both of
which were fordable, and the army passed without
difficulty. -

Thales would never allow the Milesians to form
an alliance with Croesus, who earnestly desired it ;
and his prudence saved his country; for Cyrus,
having conquered the Liydians, sacked all the towns
which had joined the confederacy, but spared Mile.
tus, which had taken no active part against him.

When feeble ,with age, Thales one day caused
himself to be carried up to a terrace or heap of
earth, to see the combats of the amphitheatre. The
excessive heat had so violent an effect upon him,
that he suddenly died on the very spot from which
he was viewing the games. This happeved in
the fifty.eighth Olympiad, and in the ninety-second
year of his age. Hissfuneral was celebrated with
the greatest pomp by the Milesians.
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SOLON.

SoLox, whose parents were Athenians, wis bora
at Salamis, in the 35th Olympiad. Excestides, his
father, was descended from Codrus, the last king
of Athens, and his mother was cousin-german
the mother of Pisistratus. He spent part of his
youth in travelling into Egypt, at that time the
chief seat of learning in the world. Having made
himself acquainted with the form of government,
and everything relating to the laws and customs of
that country, he returned to Athens, where his
distinguished merit and noble birth procured for
him the highest offices in the state.

Solon possessed great wisdom, united with much
vigour, firmness, and sincerity : he was an excel-
lent orator, poet, and legislator, and a brave soldier.
During his whole life he discovered an ardent zeal
for the liberty of his country, inveterate hatred to
tyrants, and little desire of aggrandizing his own
family. Like Thales, he never attached himself
to any master. He neglected the investigation of
physical causes, that he might devote his whole at-
tention to the study of man, considered in a moral
and political point of view. He was the author of
that excellent maxim, “ Moderation should be ob-
served in all things.”

The great reputation of Thales induced Solon to
undertake a journey to Milet One day, after
conversing for some time withut?at philosopher, he
said to him, “I am astonished, Thales, that you
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never chose to marry ; you might have had children
in whose education you would now take pleasure.”
Thales made no immediate reply ; but, some days
after, he prevailed upon a person to enter into his .
views, feigning to be a stranger come to pay them
a visit, and just arrived from Athens. « Well,”
said Solon, ¢ and what news1” ¢ Nothing, so far.
as I know,” replied the pretended stranger, ¢ ex.
cept the burial of a young Athenian, whose funeral
was accompanied by the whole city ; for he was a
youth of distinguished rank, and the son of a per-
son in high estimation with the people ; and this
person,” added he, “ has been absent from Athens
for some time. His friends hawe resolved to con-
ceal from him the afflicting intelligence, lest the
grief it might occasion should prove fatal to him.”
«Oh! unhappy father,” exclainied Solon; “and
what was his name 1’ ¢ I certainly have heard it,”
returned the stranger, ¢ but I do not at present rec.
ollect it : this, however, I*know, that he was uni.
versally allowed to be a man of great wisdom.”
Solon, whose anxiety was every moment increas-
ing, now appeared quite distressed ; and he could
not forbear® asking “ whether it might not be
Solon.” « The very name!” replied the stranger,
with an air of confidence. Solon was affected with
such violent and poignant sorrow that he began to
rénd his clothes, to tear his hair, and beat his head;
and, in fine, he failed in nothing which is usually
said or doge by those who are transported with -
grief. « What,” said Thales, “ avails weeping so
much, and vexing one’s self for a loss which can-
not be rapdired by all the tears in the world1”
« Alas !’ answered Solon, ¢ that is the very cause
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of my tears : I lament an evil for which there is no
remedy.” :

Thales began at last to laugh at the various pos-
tures into which Solon was putting himself. “Oh!
my friend Solon,” said he to him, “ you now expe-
rience what makes me afraid of marriage : 1 dread
the yoke of matrimony ; and I learn by the grief
of the wisest of men, that the afflictions arising
from love and parental affection cannot be borne
by the firmest heart. Do not, however, vex your-
self any more: what you have now been told is
merely a fiction, invented for amusement.”

. A destructive war had been carried on fot a long
time between the Athenians and Megareans, occa-
sioned by a dispute concerning the island of Sal.
amis. At length, after considerable loss on both
sides, the Athenians, who had the disadvantage,
being weary with shedding blood, ordered that the
first person who should propose to renew the war
in order to recover Salamis, of which the Mega.
reans were in possession, should be put to death.
Solon was afraid to speak, lest he should affect his
own personal safety, and afraid to hold his peace,
lest his silence should be hurtful to Ris country :
he counterfeited insanity, therefore, that under this
pretext he might say or do with impunity whatever
he pleased. He found means to spread a report
through the city that he had been deprived of hiy
reason. Having composed a few elegiac verses
and committed them to memory, he proceeded ftom
his own house dressed in mean clothes, all in rags, °
with a cord about his neck and a coarse cap upon
his head : the people flocked around him; and
- Solon, mounting the stone from which it was usual
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to pronounce proclamations, there, contrary to his
custom, recited his verses: “ Would to God,” he
exclaimed, “that Athens had never been my na-
tive country! Oh! that I had been born in Pho-
legandros,* or in Sicinus, or in some place still
more dreadful and barbarous! I should not then,
at least, have the mortification to see myself point.
ed at with the finger, and thus addressed: ¢Be-
hold an Athenian who has basely survived the fate
of Salamis!” Let us speedily avenge the affront
which we have received, and regain possession of
a delightful country, which our enemies so unjustly
retain,” )

So great an impression did this poetical address
make upon the minds of the Athenians, that they
immediately Tevoked the edict which had been is-
sued, and again took’up arms against the Mega-
reans. Solon was chosen commander ; and, em-
barking his troops in several fishing-boats, which
were followed by a galley of thirty-six oars, he an-
chored close to Salamis. The Megareans who in«
habited the town took the alarm, and, running to
arms with precipitation and in disorder, they de-
tached one of their vessels to ascertain what they
had to fear. This vessel, approaching too near,
was captured by Solon, who immediately put in
chains all the Megareans by whom it was manned,
and in their pldce embarked the bravest of the
Athenians. mmanding these to sail with the
greatest possible secrecy for Salamis, he took the

* One of the Sporades,. in the Zgean Sea.

1 An uninhabited islarid, about 12 miles in circumference,
lying between Milo and Amorga, in the Archipelago. Its name
.at this day is Sicino,
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rest of his forces and landed in another place, and,
while he was there attacking the Megareans who
had fled to the country, those who had been sent
with the vessel arrived and made themselves mas-
ters of the town.” ' ¢

Having thus defeated the Megareans, Solon, with-
out exacting any ransom, set at liberty all the pris-
oners that were taken in the combat ; and, on the
very spot where he had gaimed the victory, he
erected a temple to Mars, the god of war.

Some time after the Megareans made several
ineffectual struggles to recover Salamis; - and it
was at last agreed on both sides to refer the decis.
ion of the matter to the arbitration of the Lacede.
monians. Solon proved before the Spartan depu-
ties that Phyleus and Eurifaces, children of Ajax
king of Salamis, had settled at Athens, and had
given to the Athenians the island in dispute, on
condition that its inhabitants should receive in re-
turn the freedom of Athens. In farther confirma-
tion of what he advanced, he caused several tombs
to be opened, and made it appear that the people
of Salamis turned the faces of their dead to the
same quarter as the Athenians, whereas the Me.
gareans deposited them in the opposite direction ;*
and that, in fine, they caused the name of the fam-
ily to which the dead belonged to be engraved on
the coffin, a practice peculiar to the Athenians.

It was not long, however, before the people of
Megara made reprisals ; for the feuds which had
long subsisted between the descendants of Cylon
and those of Megacles had now risen to such a

* At Megars, the faces of thé dead were directed to the east;
at Athens to the west.—Stanley’s Hist. of Philos., Solon, ch, ii,
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height that the total destruction of the city seemed
inevitable. At a former period, Cylon had formed
a deep-laid scheme to seize on the sovereignty of
Athens ; but his plot was discovered, and himself,
with several of his accomplices, put to death, while
those who could effect their escape saved them.
selves by fleeing to the temple of Minerva.

Megacles, who was then chief magistrate,* suc-
ceeded so well by his insinuating address, that he
persuaded the fugitives' to present themselves be.
fore the judges ; and that they might not lose their
freedom, to take hold of a thread which at the oth-
er end should he attached to the statue of the god.
dess. As they were descending from the temple,
the thread broke. This fncident Megacles con- .
strued into an incontrovertible proof that the god.
dess had refused them her protection. He accord.
ingly seized several of them, who were immediate-
ly stoned by the people ; and even those who had
Fegained the altars were, without any respect for
She-sanctity of the place, almost all put to death ;
a few individuals only, in whose favour the wives
of the magistrates had interposed, were spared
and restored to liberty.-

An action so infamous rendered the magistrates
and their descendants exceedingly odious; and
from that time they were regarded with the great.
est hatred by the people. Several years after, the
descendanté of Cylon became very powerful, and
the animosity between the two parties was daily
increasing. «Solon, who was at that time magis-
trate, was afraid that their divisions might involve
the ruin of the city ; and he gained the assent of

* Called uchon}l‘];y the Athenjans. .
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both parties to the choice of arbitrators for the de~
cision of their disputes. The judges decided im
favour of the descendants of Cylon. All the pos-
terity of Megacles were banished, the bones of their
dead lifted from their graves and carried beyond
the Athenian territory. The Megareans, however,
profited by this favourable incident; and when
these divisions were at the greatest height, they
took up arms and recovered Salamis.

Scarcely was this sedition appeased when there
arose another, which threatened no less dangerous
consequences. The poor were so much involved
in debt that they were daily treated as slaves by
their creditors, who, as they thought proper, either
compelled them to work or exposed them for sale.
A great number of the poorer citizens therefore
assembled together, resolved to choose a leader,
and in future to provide some security against
their being disposed of as slaves for not paying
their debts at the day appointed, and likewise to

- oblige the magistrates to divide the wealth of the
state equally, as Lycurgus had formerly done at
Sparta.

So violent were these commotions, and so heated
by interested zeal were the seditious, that no remedy
could be devised to appease them. To bring all
differences to an amicable termination, Solon was
by common consent chosen arbitrator. He discov-
ered much hesitation about engaging in so difficult
a tagky and it was only the desire of serving his
country thgt made him at length resolve to comply.
Every one had formerly heard him say that
% equality - prevented all disputes.” This senti-
ment each iterpreted in his own favour : the poor

| -
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supposed that he would put all the citizens on an
while the rich, on the other hand,
e would proportion all things to the
y of the individuals.
nt of Solon, together with the man.
. was intérpreted by either party,
) agreeable to both, that they urged
f the sovereign power. Even those
ersonally concerned in these broils,
tter cure for healing the divisions
slace, willingly consented to receive
one who was deemed the best as
sest of men. From this proposal,
was very averse, and loudly declared
ever obtain his consent. His best
t forbear blaming him : “You are
they to him. “ What! under pre-
um attached to the empty name of
refuse @ sovereignty which in the
fully acquired? Was not Tymon-
1g of Eubcea ? and does not Pittacus
.at Mytilene?” -
:se arguments Solon remained in-
7ful rule and sovereignty,” replied
fine offices and splendid situations ;
pies them is on every side surround-
s; and when a man has once en-
» there is no possibility of escaping.”
e prevailed upon to accept of this
:r; and all his friends treated him
madman.
:ime Solon seriously applied himself
3 for terminating those dissensions
s was embroiled. He began by a
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decree that all debts contracted previous to that
time should be cancelled; and that for such
no demand should be made upon debtors.” To
give an example to others, he himself remitted
seven talents which he was entitled' to receive as
"his father’s heir; and, in order to prevent, for the
fature, the inconvenience which had occasioned all
their troubles, he declared that all debts thereafter
contracted on bodily security should be void.*

Both parties were at first discontented : the rich,
because they had lost their property ; and the poor,
because they had not been placed on a footing of
equality with the rich. Such general satisfaction,
however, did the manifest utility of Solon’s regula.
tions produce in the end, that they chose him anew
to appease discontents produced by three different
factions which then divided Athens; vested him
with full powers to amend the laws according to
his mind, and to establish such a form of govern.
ment as he thought proper.

Those living in the mountainous parts of the
country wished for a form of government purely
republican, in which the people alone have the man-
agement of public affairs ; those who inhabited the
level parts were of opinion'that an oligarchy, in
which the affairs of the state are committed to the
direction of a few of the most considerable citizens,
was to be Jareferred ; while those who occupied the
seacoasts desired a mixed form of government, in
which the rulers are chosen from both classes of
citizens. Solon, who was now chosen arbitrator,

* By bodily security is here meant a right in the creditor to

treat his debtor as a slave in case of failure to fulfil his stipula
tions,

i | B
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with absolute power, began by annulling, as too
severe, all the laws of Draco, his predecessor.

Such was the sanguinary spirit of Draco’s laws,
that the slightest offences, as well as the most enor.
mous crimes, were punished with death. Thus, to
be convicted of laziness, of stealing fruits or herbs,
was no less dangerous than to commit sacrilege,
murder, or whatevet else may be deemed the most

sinfamous crime; -and it was this indiscriminate

* severity which caused it to be said of these laws

" that “ they were written with blood.” Draco was
one day asked why he had appointed death for
every crime without distinction. ¢ Because,” he
replied, “ the least deserves that punishment, and I
am acquainted with nothing more severe for the
most enormous.”

Solon divided the citizens into three classes, ar.
ranging them according to the wealth of which each
individual was at the time possessed. To the direc-
tion of public affairs he admitted all the people, ex.
cept artisans who lived by their labour ; and these
he excluded from public offices, and from the en
joyment of the same privileges as other citizens.
The chief magistrate he decreed should be always
chosen from amgng the citizens of the first class.

He decided that if, in a sedition, any person es-
poused the interests of neither party, he should be
noted as infamous ;* that women should bring to

+ The infamy to which such persons were subjected was
called by the Greeks aryua; and as in the twelve tables among
the Romans the denunciation against those who had been guilty
of certain crimes was sacer esto, let him be accursed, so amoﬂ.i
the Greeks, and particularly in the laws of Solon here allud
0, it was arcuos esw.  This word denotes, as its etymology im-
ports, the deprivation of ceruIi::l gonoun and privileges. The
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their husbands as a dowry only three robes or
gowns, with some household furniture of small
value ; and that an adulterer, taken in the act,
might be put to death with impunity.

He circumscribed the expenses of females, and
abolished several ceremonies which they had been
accustomed to observe.

-~ He prohibited speaking ill of the dead.

He permitted persons who had no children to
adopt any they pleased as heirs, provided they
possessed the use of their reason when their testa-
ments were framed.

Any one who had dissipated his fortune was
doomed to receive a mark of infamy, and to be de-
prived of all his privileges, in the same manner as
one who did not maintain his parents in their old
age. But the son was not bound to maintain his
father, unless he had caused him to be taught a
trade in his youth.

No stranger, unless banished forever from his
native country, or unless he came to Athens with
his whole family, to prosecute some profession,
could be made a citizen.

He greatly diminished the rewards usually be-
stowed on the athlete, or wrestlerg.

who was arpog, in some cases retained his possessions,
ut was denied the privilege of delivering an oration to the peo-
ple, or of sailing to lonia, or to some garticular country. Il"he
erios who became so from being indebted to the public ex-
chequer, was for a time deprived of the privileges of a free citi-
zen, and had his goods confiscated. The ariuos who had been
convicted of theft, perjury, or any other notorious criine, was
forever deprived of all the privileges of a free citizen, both civil
'a:dm_ncreﬂ. and th‘e; gn;ls:ment .islzlﬂictod on himself descended
posterity.— Vi ., vit. Sol. Diog. Laer., vit, Sol., and
Potter's Antiq., book i., chap. 25.
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i He decreed that the public should educate the

! children of those who had fallen fighting for their
. country:

That a tutor should not live in the same house
with the mother of his pupils, and that the nearest
heir should never be chosen tutor :

That robbery should be punished with death:

' and that he who had put out one of the eyes of*an.
other, should be condemned to lose both his own.

All Solon’s laws were engraved on tables. The
counsellors assembled together, bound themselves
by an oath strictly to observe them, and to cause
others to do the same. Those, also, to whom their
execution was committed, solemnly swore that, if
any one of them failed in his duty, he would hold
himself obliged to present to the temple of Apollo
& golden statue as heavy as himself. There were
judges appointed to interpret the laws whenever
any dispute in regard to their meaning might arise
among the people.

As Solon was one day composing his laws, An-
acharsis made himself merry with his undertaking :
« What !”” said he, “ do you expect by a few wri-
tings to repress the injustice and passions of men?
Such decrees,” added he, “aptly resemble spiders’
webs, which entrap flies only.” ¢ Men take good
care of those things,” replied Solon, “ concerning
which they themselves are agreed : such shall be
the nature and spirit of my laws, that the citizens
shall perceive their interest to lie more in the ob-
servance than in the vielation of them.”

He was asked why he had made no law against
parricide. % Because,” he answered, “I cannot
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persuade myself that there ever should be any one
80 depraved as to kill his father or his mother.”

To his friends he used to say, that a man of
sixty years of %age ought neither to fear death nor
to complain of the evils of life :

That courtiers resembled certain modes of cal.
culation used in casting up accounts ; for that they
represented more or less, according to the mind of
the prince :

hat those who approached princes ought not to
advise them to what was most agreeable, but to
what was most advantageous to them :

That we have no guide by which to regulate our
conduct better than reason; and that, before we
say or do anything, this guide ought always to be
consulted : ‘

That we ought to rely more on 2 man’s honesty
than upon his oath :

That a man should never choose his friends
from slight or casual incidents ; but that to tear
asunder the bonds of friendship when once united
was extremely dangerous :*

That the most certain and prompt way of repell-
ing injury was to forget it :

That a man ought not to intrude himself into
" command till he has learned to obey :

That lying should be treated with universal ab-
horrence :

Lastly, That the gods should be honoured, pa-
reptl: Severenced, and no intercourse held with the
wicked. s

+ If this precept were observed, we should hear less of the
unfaithfulness of friends, and less of their scarcity. It would
e among the good alone that friendships would be formed, and
by the good they would never be violated.

EJ
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Solon perceived that Pisistratus was forming a
large party at Athens, and pursuing measures for
possessing himself of sovereign power. He ac-
cordingly used his utmost efforts to frustrate his
designs. He assembled the people in the market-
place, where he himself appeared completely arm-
ed, and discovered to them the enterprise of Pisis-
tratus. ¢ Oh, Athenians,” said he, “I am wiser
than those who are ignorant of the base designs of
Pisistratus, and braver than those who, knowing
them, are deterred by pusillanimity and cowardice
from opposing them. I am willing to put myself
at your head, and generously to expose my life in
the defence of liberty.” o
¥ The people, however, inclined to favour Pisis.
tratus, and treated Solon as frantic. Some days
after Pisistratus wounded himself, and in this con.
dition, all hleeding, caused himself to be conveyed
in a chariot into the middle of the market-place ;
giving out that his enemies had treacherously laid
hands on him, and reduced him to the pitiable
plight in which they saw him.

By this expedient he engaged on his side the
passions of the unthinking populace, who were now
ready to take up arms in his favour. “Oh son of -
Hippocrasus,” said Solon to him, “ you act the part
of Ulysses veryill. Ulysses wounded himself to
deceive his enemies, but you have wounded your-
self to deceive your countrymen.”

The people assembled ; Pisistratus requested.a

ard of fifty men ; Solon remonstrated against it
with the greatest earnestness, demonstrating to his
countrymen the dangerous consequences of such
an innovation ;- but his arguments had no effect on
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the blind and heated populace, who granted Pisis-
tratus, instead of fifty, a guard of four hundred men,
with permission to levy troops for the purpose of
making himself master of the citadel. The chief
citizens were struck with consternation ; but every
one, to whichever of the parties he was attached,
now thouglit only of retiring.

Solon remained firm, reproaching his country-
men for their baseness and pusillanimity. ¢ For-
merly,” said he, “ it was easier for you to have pre-
vented this tyrauny before it had acquired strength ;
but, now that it is established, it will be more glo-
rious for you totally to abolish and extirpate it.”

When he saw that all his arguments could not
recover his fellow-citizens from their stupefaction,
he went home, took his arms, repaired to the door
of the senate, and, leaning them against it, he ex-
claimed, « Oh, my dear country ! I have aided thee
with all the assistance which my words and actions
could afford! I take the gods to witness that I
have neglected nothing in the defence of the laws

of my country ! Oh, my dear country!
the only man who declares himself the
‘he tyrant, and since all others are dis-
eceive him as their master, I leave thee,
thee forever !”
1 could never form the resolution to obey
and, besides, as he was afraid that the
might oblige him to alter his own laws,
srvance of which they had bound them.
‘selves by oath, he preferred a voluntary exile, with
the pleasure of travelling and enlarging his knowl.
edge of the world, to living at Athens in a situation
8o disagreeable. He accordingly went into Egypt,
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-where he lived some time at the court of Amasis.
Pisistratus, who had the highest veneration for So-
lon, was much affected at his retreat ; and, to in-
duce him to return, he wrote to him the following
courteous letter :

“I am not the only Greek who has procurea 1or
himself the sovereignty of his country : nor do I,
in my present situation, act in any respect contrary
lo the laws or to the gods. I am descended from
Codrus ; and the: Athenians bound themselves by
oath to preserve the government for his posterity.
Besides, I take greater care that your laws are
rigidly observed, than could be the case if the state
were governed by the populace. With the taxes
which I found estaBlished.I am contented ; and,
with the exception of those, honours which are due
o my station, there is nothing by which I am dis
tinguished from the meanest citizen. I harbour no
resentment against you for the discovery which

of my designs. I am persuaded that
on this occasion proceeded from love
rather than from hatred to me;
cause you did not know how I was to
,had you known it, you would not, per-
disapproved of my undertaking. Re-
with confidence ; and since I have nev-
any inclination to gratify resentment,
case of those who have always been
lieve me when I say that Solon has
from Pisistratus. I will consider
friend, and you shall enjoy every

u near myself ; for I know you to be
any breach of faith. If you have rea
will prevent your return to Athens. vou
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may take up your residence in any place you please.’
Provided I am not the cause of your exile, I am
content.” ' i
To this letter Solon made the following reply :

¢ I believe you intend me no harm; for, previous-
ly to your becoming tyrant, I was among your
friends, and ought not now to be more odious to
you than any other who hates tyranny. I leave
any man to judge for himself whether it be better
for the Athenians to be governed by an absolute
master or by several magistrates. I confess that
you are the best of tyrants, but I do not think it my
duty to return to Athens; for, having there estabe
lished a free government, and refused the chief ad-
ministration of it, were I to return I might be justly
lamed, and be supposed to approve your conduct.”
Solon wrote another letter to Epimenides in the

- following terms :
* % As my laws were not destined to produce much
good, so, having been infringed, little advantage
has resulted from them. The goed intentions of
legislators, or even of the gods, can advantage
states only in proportion to the good intentions of
those by whose sovereign direction the people are
governed. My laws have been of little advantage ;
but those who have violated them by suffering Pisis-
tratus to usurp despotic power, have overturned
the republic. I foretold the consequences, but was
not believed. Pisistratus, who flattered the Athe.
nians, appeared to them more faithful than I, who
told them the truth. I offered to put myself at the
head of the citizens, to prevent those evils which
have now befallen them; but, while guards wera
granted to Pisistratus, who by them reduced the
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whole city to slavery, I was treated as a fool ; so
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« My guest,” said Creesus to him, % fame has made
me acquainted with your wisdom : I know that you
have travelled much; but have you ever seen any
one dressed so splendidly as I am 1’ ¢ Yes,” re-
plied Solon; ¢ pheasants, dunghill-cocks, and pea-
cotks, are possessed of something more magnifi-
cent, since all their brilliancy is the gift of nature,
and therefore the acquidition of it is free from care.”
At an answer .so unexpected Crcesus was greatly
surptised : he ordered his servants, therefore, to
open all his treasures, and to display before Solon
whatever was most precious in his palace.
which he invited him a second time into zhi
ence. *“ Have you ever seen,” said he t§
man happier than I{? “Yes,” returned
“one Tellus, an Athenian citizen, who, in an afflu.
ent state, has lived an honest man. He has left
with a comfortable provision two children who
are very mugh esteemed. and he himself died un-

der arms when gaining ¢ is country.
The Athenians have ere ent to him
in the very place where aave distin-

guished his name with gtca. nonum.s. ;

At this answer Crasus was no less astonished
than at the former. He now thought Solon a fool.
“ Well, then,” resumed he, % who is the happiest
man after’ Tellus?’ ¢« There were in former
times,” answered the philosopher, “two brothers,
one of whom was named Cleobis, the other Bito.
They were possessed of such bodily strength that
they were always victorious in all kinds of combat,
and ‘they were perfectly united in affection. On a

certain festival day, their mother, whom they ten-
dei'v doved, sl who was priestess OF Juno, was



SOLON. 63

obliged to sacrifice at thestemple, Perceiving that
too much time had been spengt in bringing the oxen
by which she was to have been drawn thither,
Cleobis and Bito yoked themselves to the car,.and
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Cyrus had detained as a prisoner Astyages, his
grandfather by the mother’s side, and had deprived
him of all his dominions. Creesus was offended
at this co
Astyages, 1
was posses:
at the head
on earth, h

“him. Defe
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fourteen
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with chain
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of fourteen
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When fi . ..
pitiable situation, recollected the saying of Solon ;
and, sighing, he exclaimgd, “ O Solon! Solon !”
This excited the euriosity of Cyrus, who sent to
ask whether this were some god whom in his mis.
fortunes he invokéd. ‘Creesus made no reply ;
but at last, when constrained to speak, he mourn.
fully exclaimed, “ Alas! I have just named a man
whom kings should have always, neat them, and
whose conversation they ought to value more than
all their treasures and magniﬁcence.” He was
urged to proceed. ¢ He is,” continued he, “a wise
man of (greece, for whom I sent for the express
purpose that he might admire my prosperity. He
coldly said to me, as if he wished to show me that
it was nothing but a foolish vanity, that I must
wait to the end of my life ; that a man should not
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presume on a state of happiness which was subject
to an infinity of calamities ; and now I acknowl.
ed%(; the truth of all he then told me.”

hile Cragsus was speaking fire had been put
to the bottom of the pile, and it was now rising to
the top. Cyrus was very mych affected with the

; words of Craesus. The now wretched condition

of a prince once so powerful made him descend
into his own mind. ‘The consideration that a like
disaster might befal]l himself at some future period
of his. life excited fearful apprehensions ; he com.
mangd e. fire, therefore,.ta be immediately ex.
tinguigied, and the clfains of Creesus to be taken
off, and‘afterward conferred upon him all possi.
ble honours, and matle use of his advice in the most
important affairs¢ .

Solon, on leaving Creesus, retired into Cilicia,
where he built a city called after his own name,
Solos. Beiflg informed that Pisistratus still main.
tained himself in the tyranny at Athens, and that
the Athenians.now repented of their not having
opposed his usurpation, Solon wrote to them as
follows : : : :

« Yeou are very much-in the wrong to blame the
gods for your present misery. If you suffer now,
you ought to attribute it to your own levity and
folly in not listening to- those who were well af-
fected to their country, and in allowing your-
selves to be entrapped by the fair words and the
cunning of a man whose only object was to deceive~
you. You gave him permission to levy guards,
who during the rest of your lives will serve to
keep you in slavery.”

Periander, tyrant of C;‘rinth, acquainted him with

) 2
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the state of his affairs and begged his adviee,

when Solon wrote to him the following letter :
“You write to me that many have entered into

a c¢onspiracy against you. Though you deliver
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ga began to act tragedies composed by himself.
y their novelty the people were astonished aad
delighted. At one of these, Solon, who was fond
of entertainment, happened one day to be present ;
and, when all was over, he desired to speak with
Thespis. * Are you not ashamed,” said he to him,
“to lie before so many peeple I’ « Thereis no.
thing ill in it,” replied Thespis, “for the intention
of it is merely to excite a laugh.” ¢ Yes,” return.
ed Solon, striking the ground with a stick which
was in his hand, “but if such lies be approved by
laughing, we shall soon find lying introduced into
public transactions -and the most serious busi.
ness.”* It was jn allugion to these representations
that Solon cried out, when Pisistratus was carried
bleeding to the forum, ¢ Behold the unhappy source
of all theseMrauds!” ,

*The establishment of the Areopagus is by some
attributed to Solon. This was a council composed
of those who had borne all the public offices at

" Athens, Solon was one day asked what state was

— -

the most civilized. ¢ That,” replied he, ¢ in which
the citizens, having themselves received no provo.
ocation, pursue with as much warmth the repara-
tion of an injury done to arother as if they had
personally received it.”

Towards the end of his life he began a poem,
the groundwork of which was an account he had
teceived in Egypt concerning a certain island

)

* This is a remark which cannot be too warmly recommend-
ed to the attention of the young. The agpmch of vice i8
dual ; and she frequently endeavoyrs, but too successful-

, to allure the unwary under the name of innocence, if not of

virtge.
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called Atlantis,* said to be situated beyond the
known ocean ; but before the completion of this
work he was removed by death. This happened
in Cyprus, in the 65th Olympiad, and in about the
seventy-eighth year of his age.} He left orders
that his body should be carried to Salamis, that it
should be burned, and that the ashes should be
scattered over the country by the winds. After
his death the Athenians erected to his memory a
statue of bronze, by which he was represented with
his code of laws in his hand, and dressed as a
prince of the people. The inhabitants of Salamis
erected another, which exhibited him as an orator,
speaking in public, with is hands concealed in
the folds.of his robe. - N

* For a particular account of this supposed islg:d, see article
Atlantis, Anthon’s Classical Dictionary.—Am. Ed.

t By Diogenes Laertius we are informed that* Solon was
very old about the 52d Olympiad, when Asop, the author of
the Fables (Aoyorows) flourished. According to Hermippus,”
continues our author, “he died at Pise immediately after em-
bracing his son, who had been crowned victor at the Olympic
games. His death was occasionednly the violent effegt of im-
moderate joy on a constitution already shattered” and much de-
bilitated by the infirmities of age.” This account of his death
accords well with the anecdote told of him on his first visit to
Thales.—See p, 45. . Lo

Y
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PITTACUS.

Prrracus, son of Hirradiis the Thracian, was
born at Mytilene, a small town in the island of Les-
bos, about the 20th Olympiad. During his youth
he was distinguished by eaterprise, being a brave
soldier, an active and skilful officer, and always a
good citizen : Ite held the maxim that one should
suit himself to the times, and avail himself of op-
portunities.* .

His first enterprise Was to enter into a league
with the brother of Alceeus against the tyrant
Melanchros, who had usugped the sovereignty of
the island of Lesbds, whom he defeated. By this
action he acquiretd great military fame. '

A dispute concerning the territory of Achillea
had given rise to a long and destructive war be-
tween the Mytilenians and Athenians. The Myt.
ilenians chose Pittacus for their commander.
When the two armies were in sight of each other
and ready to engage, Pittacus proposed to decide
the contest by single comlfat, and challenged as his
antagonist Phrynon, the Athenian general, who
had come off victorious in every kind of combat,
and been frequently crowned in the Olympic games.
Phrynon accepted the challenge; and it was de-
cided that the victor should be considered the con-
queror of the territory in dispute.

* This ig a good maxim only when directed by right principle.
The instances in which it actuated Pittacus are seldom such
s excite our approbation.
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The two generals, without any attendants, ad.
vanced to the open space between the two armies,
Pittacus had concealed a net under his shield ; and
of this he so artfully availed himself, that when
Phrynon seemed to have nothing to fear, he entan-
.gled him in it, exclaiming, “1 have not caught a
man, but a fish.”* Pittacus. killed his antagonist
in sight of both armies, and remained, consequent-
ly, master of the territory.

From this originated the custom of exhibiting
persons fighting with nets in the’theatre for the
diversion of the people.

When the adventurous spirit of Pittacus had he-
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portion of the estate, equal to the square of the space
over which his javelin had passed.* The magiss
trates, surprised at his moderation, begged to know
his reasons for it ; when he answered; without far
ther explanation, “ A part is more advantageous
than the whole.” ’

Creesus, wrote to him, entreating him to come
and behold his riches ; to which Pittacus answered ;

“You wish to bring me ‘into Lydia to see your
treasures : without seeing them, I do not doubt but
the son of Halyattes is the most powerful of kings ;
but though I had all you possess, I should be no
richer than'I am at present.® I have no need of
wealth : with the little that -is necesgary for the
subsistence of myself and'a few friends, I am cons
tented. - "To gratify you; however, I shall pay you

a vjsit.”

ﬁaving subjugated the Asiatic Greeks, Crosus
resolved. to fit out a fleet in order to render himself
master of the islands ; and ‘it was at this time that
Pittacus came to.Sardis. Creesus asked him if
there was anything new in Greece s “ Prince,” said
Pittacus to him, « the islanders have purchased ten
thousand horses, and they have resolved to make
war against you, and to attack Sardis itself.”

Creesus underitood the phildsopher to be sincere
“ May the-gods,” said he, “inspire the islanders
with the thought of attacking the Lydians with
cavalry !”  “1I suppose,” returned Pittacus,  that
you wish to see the islanders on horseback upon
land : you are inf the right ; but do you not think

* According to some, a hundred jugera, each of which contains
& space of 240 feet in length, and 120 in breadth.—Corn. Nepy
Thrasyb., 4.
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that they will laugh heartily when they understarrd
that you intend to bring a naval force against them ?
They will be charmed with meeting you and your
Liydians on sea, that they may avenge the hard for.
tune of the Greeks whom you have reduced to
slavery.” - Craesus supposed that Pittacus was ac-
quainted with his design ; he therefore abandoned
it, and made an alliancé with the islanders..

The person of Pittacus was very deformed : he
had glways sore eyes; was very corpulent; was
negligent in his dress ; and from weakness or dis-
tortion in his feet, his gait was very ungraceful.
He had married the daughter of the legislator Draco,
who was a woman of a flery temper and of insup-
portable insolence : she valued herself on her birth;
and entertained the most:sovereign contempt for
her husband, because he was not handsome.

Pittacus had one day invited several of .his phil
esophical friends to dine with him. When every-
Aliing was ready and dinner on the table, his wife,
who was continually in ill humour, overturned the
whole : Pittacus apologized to his guests by say.
Hg, without the’slightest emotijon, « This is a silly

-voman ; we must excuse her weakness,”

The misunderstanding which had always sub-
sisted between him dnd his wife gave him a great
aversion to ill.matched marriages. There came a
Taan to him one day to ask his advice in a case of
this kind. *He had in his choice two women, the

" one nearly on a level with himself, the other of a

rank considerably higher both by birth and fortune;

- and the question was, which of them he ought to

select. ¢ Go,” said’Pittacus to him (raising the
staff on which he was leaning, and pointing with
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it), “go to the children that you see met together
at play there, and follow theireadvice.” The chil-
dren, highly delighted with the incident, said to him,
¢ Choose your equal.” This determined him to
think no Jonger of the one whose station was above
his own, and to marry her who was on a level with
himself.

So temperate was Pittacus, that, although Myti.
lene abounded with the most delicious wines, he
seldom dragk anything but spring.water. He se-
cretly advised Periander to abstain from wine, if
he wished to succeed in the design he had formed of
becoming master of Corinth and of retaining the
tyranny.* He ordained that a man who commit-
ted a fault when drunk should be doubly punished.

He used to say that necessity was a thing so
strong that even the gods were subject to its laws
that it was in the government of the state that a
aman could best discover the extent of his genius:
that wise men ought to anticipate the misfortunes
which may befall them, that they may have it in
their power to prevent them ; and that, when they
have taken place, men of spirit should support them

* There are many things in the life of this philosopher that
have certainly no just claim on our admiration. His conduct to
Phryngn was cowardly and cunning, and his speech on the oc-
casion unmanly and foolish, In his conversation with Craesus,
he does not hesitate to tell a falsehood, and here he advises Peri-
ander to avoid a vice whose effects terminated in himself, that
he might be the better able to carry on a train of crimes and bar-
barity, the mischief of which would extend to thousands. On
many similar sunges no remarks have been made, since ‘the
moral turpitude is so apparent that it cannot fail of being de-
tected and detested by the youngest of my readers. In these

hilosophers we meet with much to admire and much to avoid ;
bat if our conduct be not detter than theirs, we ourselves are
worse, inasmuch as our adva.nt%u are infinitely greater.
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with magnanimity : that it is very difficult to be
a good man: thamthere is nothing better for a
man than to execute well whatever he may be at
the present engaged in:* that, in order to suc-
ceed, a man must form his plans with caution, and
execute them with promptitude: that those vic.
tories are the most valuable which are gained with.
out the effusion of blood; and that an empire be
properly governed, the king and all in authority
must be as obedient to the laws as ghe meanest
subject.

When you are about to attempt anything (he
used to say to his followers), never boast of it ; for
if you should chance to fail in your undertaking
you will be ridiculed. Never reproach any one
with his bad fortune, lest you yourself should be
afterward reduced to the like situation. Speak ill
of no one, not even of your enemies. Be atten-
tive to your friends, and take care not to lose them ;
but live among them with as much circumspection
as though they were one day to be your greatest
enemies.} Love chastity, frugality, and truth.
Reverence the gods. Restore with fidelity what-
ever is committed to your care ; and never reveal
a secret.

A large sum of money was sent to him in his re.
tirement by Craesus. Pittacus, however, did not
think proper to accept it, and returned this answer:
“] am already the one half richer than I would

) * Similar to this is the maxim of Lord Chesterfield : * There
is nothing worth doing at all, but is worth doing well.”

t This 1s to treat our friends as enemies; but were we to
form a maxim on this subject in accordance with the -girit of
Christisnity, we should say, ¢ Treat your enemies as friends,
and they will soon become such.”
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© wrish to be; for my brother has died without chil.
dren, and I succeed to his fortune.”

The repartees of Pittacus were always prompt
and striking : whatever question was proposed ‘to
him, he was never embarrassed for a reply. He
was one day asked, “ What is the most changes
able thing ™ « The course of waters,” he replied,
«and the humour of women.” ¢ What is it that
ought to be put off as long as possible?”” ¢ To
borrow money of a friend.” ¢ What is it that
. should be done in every place and at all times ?”
. ¢¢ To profit by the good and the evil which happen.”

¢ What is most agreeable?”’ ¢ Opportunity.”
¢¢'The most secret?’ ¢ Futurity.” % The most
' faithful 7 «Land.” “The most unfaithful 7”
" ¢ Sea.”
Phocaicus told him one day that he had a de-
" sign to ask a gentleman for something which he
bhad in his mind. “You may save yourself the
trouble,” answered Pittacus ; “you will never find
it.” .

Tyrreeus, the son of Pittacus, happened to be on
day at Cume in a barber’s shop, where the young
people usually met to discourse about the occur-
rences of the time. A tradesman unguardedly
threw a hatchet, which struck the head of Tyrree.
us, and split it open. The inhabitants of Cumee
laid hold of him as a murderer, and brought him
before the father of* the deceased. Pittacus, hav.
ing obtained accurate information of all the cir-
cumstances, found that no blame could be attached
to the tradesman : he dismissed him fully acquit-
ted : “ because,” said he, * a fault committed with.
* out intention merits pardon ; and he who avenges
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it by punishing the innocent unjustly, becomes
himself culpable.”

Pittacus sometimes amused himself with poetry,
and wrote his laws and several other works in
verse. His most usual exercise was turning a
stone to grind corn.

He was the master of Pherecydes, whom some
have reckoned among the wise men of Greece, and
whose end was very extraordinary. It is said that,
one day, when the war between the Ephesians and
the Magnesians had risen to its greatest height,
Pherecydes, who had warmly espoused the interests
of the former, met a man on his way, whom he
asked to what country he belonged. When he
learned that he was an Ephesian, « Take me by
the legs,” said he to him, “drag me into the coun-
try of the Magnesians, and instantly go and inform
the Ephesians how Pherecydes wished you to treat

» bury me

1e Magne-
nmedaginte-
Ephesus.
most san-
iies battle
2 victory.
here they
him dead
him with

theisiand



BIAS. . k4

_BIAS.

Bias of Priene, a small town of Caria, was in
reat repute during the reigns of Halyattes and
Creesus, kings of Lydia, from the 40th Olympiad
till his death. He was an excellent citizen, and
remarkably disinterested ; an acute politician, and
an accomplished gentleman.

Though born to great riches, he lived without
splendour, and expended his fortune in relieving the
needy. He was esteemed the most eloquent orator
of his time, and desired to reap no other advan.
tage from this talent than that of glory to his
country. He employed his skill in that art in de.”
fending the poor and the distressed, though he
never undertook any cause which he did not believe
to be just; and hence it became proverbial all over
the country, when one would signify that a. cause
was good, to say, it was “one which Bias would
have undertaken ;” and when they would give the
highest praise to an orator, that ¢ he was more suc-
cessful than even Bias himself.”

It happened at one time that pirates landed in
the Peloponnesus near Messene, and carried off
several young women whom they came to sell at
Priene. Bias purchased them, brought them home
to his house, maintained them as his own children,
gave presents to them all, and sent them back to
their friends. Such was the reputation he acquired
by this generous action, that he was by many
styled  The Prince of t(ge wise men.”

2
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Some time after, certain fishermen belonging to
Messene found in the belly of a large fish a golden
vase, on which were engraved these words: “ To
the wisest.” The senate of Messene assembled to
determine to whom it should be given, when the
Koung women whom Bias had treated with such

umanity presented themselves, together with their
friends, before the assembly, and with one voice ex-
claimed that “there was none wiser than Bias.”
The senate therefore sent him the vase. Bias at-
tentively surveyed it ; and, having read the inscrip-
tion, refused to accept it, saying that this title be-
longed exclusively to Apollo.

Some suppose this vase to have been no other
than the tripod mentioned in the life of Thales;

,and that the only foundation for this story was, that
the tripod was sent to Bias, while others say it

sydia, having destroyed sev-

Gregce, laid siege to Priene.

gistrate of the city, and made

; but Halyattes seeming de.

s enterprise to the last, and

reduced to extreme misery

, Bias caused two beautiful

nd to be driven towards the

- . .. they had escaped from the
town. Halyattes, seeing these animals in so good
nlicht faarad ha chauld not he ahle ta take the nlaca
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Bias took
posed above 2000 verses, in which were precepts
teaching men in every situation-how to live happi.
ly, and showing how a republic might be best
governed both in peace and war.

He used to say, % Endeavour to please every one;
and if you succeed, you will experience a thousand

. advantages in the course of life; but pride and

. supercilious contempt are never productive of good.”
- % Love your friends with discretion, and consider

it possible that they may one day become your enes
mies.”™ ¢ Be temperate in the hatred you. bear
your enemies, for they may yet become your
friends; and be cautious in the choice of friends,
bearing the same affection for them all, but distin.
guishing their merit.” “Imitate those friends the
choice of whom does you honour, and be per-
suaded that their virtues will contribute not a little

* That is, be suspicious of those who have given proofs that
they love you. Few of the precepts of Bias, however, mei!
censure. .

{3

sk



80

ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS.



BIAS.

aside from the path of virtue.

81



82

ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS.



PERIANDER. 83

PERIANDER.

It is very astonishing that the Greeks should
have conferred the title of Wise on such a fool
as Periander. They allowed themselves to be
imposed upon by the brilliancy of his maxims, .
without any regard to the reprobate life which he
led ; for, though he continually lived like a madman,
he always spoke like a sage.

He one day made a vow, that if he carried off
the prize at the Olympic games, he would erect a
golden statue in honour of Jupiter. At the games
which were next celebrated he was victorious ;
but, not having money enough to answer his pur-
pose, he caused all the ladies (who were on that
occasion elegantly dressed, in order to assist at a
festival) to be divested of their ornaments, and
thus he acquired the means of fulfilling his vow.

Periander was the son of Cypselus, of the family
of the Heraclidee ; and he exercised the tyranny at

Corinth, his native city, when Halyattes was king
of Lydia. He married Lysis, the daughter of Pro-
-cleus, prince of Epidaurus. He appeared to be
passionately fond of her, and changed her name
from Liysis to-Melissa.* By this marriage he had
two gons. Cypselus, the elder, was dull, and seem-
ed almost invincibly stupid; but Lycophroon, the
*younger, was possessed of an elevated mind, and
was well calculated to govern a state.

Some of Periander’s' concubines sought to excite

+ Signifying a bee.
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his disgust against his wife Melissa, and gave him
such ag::unat‘;a:)f her as kindled in his br&t a fu-
rious -jealousy. He met her immediately after as
she was ascending the stairs, and gave her such a
blow with his foot as sent her from the top to the
bottom, killing her on the spot. He immediately
repented of what he had done, and, as he loved her
to distraction, threw himself in a paroxysm of pas-
sion and despair upon the dead body. He then
wreaked his vengeance on the women who had ex-
cited his suspicions, ordering them to be seized
and burned.

When Procleus was informed of the horrible
treatment his beloved daughter had received, he
sent a message requesting a visit faom his two
grandsons, whom he tenderly loved. These he de-
tained some time with him, as a consolation in his
distress ; and when he sent them back, taking a,
parting embrace, he said to them, “ My children,
you know the murderer of your mother.” To the
- import of this expression the elder was quite in-
sensible ; but so deeply did it aflfect the younger,
that after his return to Corinth he would never
speak to his father : even when asked a question
by him, he weuld not answer. Incensed at thig
conduct of his son, Periander banished him from
his palace. .

He put severtil questions to Cypselus, his elder
son, that he might learn what had been said tq them
by Procleus ;-but Cypselus had forgotten all, and
_simply told him of the kind treatment they had re-
ceived. Not satisfied, howeuer, with this, and
strongly suspecting that there must have been
something more, %eriander pressed his son so
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much that he at length recollected the parting
words of Procleus, and told them to his father.
Periander immediately comprehended their full
import. :

e accordingly exerted himself to reduce his
youngest son to the necessity of having recourse
to him, commanding those with whom he lodged
to keep him no longer in their houses.

Lycophroon, driven from his asylum, endeavour.
ed to gain admittance into other houses ; but the
‘terror of his father’s menaces everywhere occasion-
ed him a repulse. He at length, however, found
some friends who wefe touched with compassion
for him, and who, at the risk of suffering for their
disobedience to the king, afforded him a shelter.
Periander published a decree, declaring that who-
ever received him, or even spoke with him, should
be capitally punished.

The denunciation of a punishment so rigorous
terrified all the Corinthians, and none had the
courage to have any intercourse with him. Ly-
cophrogn passed his nights in the vestibules of
houses, for all avoided him as they would a wild
beast. Four days after the publication of this de-
cree, Periander, seeing him almost dead with hun.
ger and wretchedness, was touched with compas.
sion; and, going up to him, he said, “ O Lyco-
phroon ! whether is it more desirable to live as you
now do, in misery, or, yielding submission to my
authority, to be sole master of all my treasures?
You are my son, ard prince of the flourishing city
of Corinth. If any accident befall you, I feel it as
keenly as if I myself were the cause of it ; but you
have brought upon yoursel.llf all your present wretch-

¢
.
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edness by irritating him v
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Periander was greatly i
whom he believed to be the'author of all the mis.
understanding between him and his son. Levyin,
troops, therefore, and putting himself at their head,
he made war against him. His enterprise succeed-
ed ; and, having made himself master of Epidaurus,
and taken Procleus prisoner, he kept him in con.
finement, but did not take his life.

Some time after, Perignder, who was now ad-
vanced in years, sent to Corcyra for Lycophroon,
intending to divest himself of);he severeign power
in his favour, to the exclusion of the older brother,
who was but ill fitted for public affairs. To the
messenger sent by Periander with this intelligence,
Lycophroon would not deign to answer a single
word. Periander, however, who tenderly loved his
son, did not yet give up all hopes of succeeding.
Thinking that his daughter would have more influ-
ence on her brother’s mind than all the means
which had been hitherto used to regain him, he
gave her orders to proceed to Corcyra.

Upon her arrival, this young princess appealed
to her brother by every consideration which she
thought calculated to overcome his obstinacy.
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% Would you,” she said to him, “have the kingdom
fall into the hands of a stranger rather than into
your own? Power is a fickle mistress, and has
many wooers ; our father is now old, and his death
cannot be far distant ; unless you speedily return,
then, our family is undone. Think not, therefore,
of abandoning to others that elevation and those
" honours which await you, and which are legitimate-
1y yours.” Lycophroon assured her that, so long
as her father was there, he never would visit Corinth.

‘When the princess returned and acquainted the
king her father with Lycophroon’s resolution,
Periander sent to Corcyra to-inform his son that
he had resolved to end his days at that place ; and
that, therefore, he might come as soon as he pleased,
and take possession of the kingdom of Corinth.
Lycophroon now consented ; and thus they agreed
to exchange countries with each other. But the
Corcyreans, having received information of it, were
struck with such terror at the prospect of Perian-
der’s coming to live among them, that, to prevent
it, they killed Liycophroon.

By the death of his son Periander was driven to
despair. He immediately gave orders that three
hundred children of the best families of Corcyra
should be seized, and sent to Halyattes to be made
sunuchs. But the vessel on board of which they
were embarked having been forced to stop at

Jar the inhabitants, learning "the object for
ahich these unfortunate youths were on their way
to Sardis, took compassion on them. They accord-
ingly advised them secretly to take sanctuary in
the temple of Diana; and when they had found
ameans to comply with this advice, the people would
not allow the Corinthians to remove them, affirm-
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ing that they were under the protection of the god.
dess. They found means to keep them alive there
without declaring openly against Periander. This
was by sending every evening the young men and
young women of Samos to dance around the tem.
ple, giving them cakes made up with honey, which
they threw into the interior of the temple while
thus engaged. The children, picking up these
cakes, lived upon them ; and the Corinthians, seeing
the dances renewed every day, lost all patience
and returngd home.

So chagrined was Periander at not having it in
his power to avenge the death of his son as.he
wished, that he resolved to live no longer ; but, as
he was anxious that no one should know where his
body was, he devised the following scheme to con-
ceal it. Ordering two young men to be brought to
him, he pointed out to them a by-path, and com.
manded them to walk there the following night,
kill the first person they met, and instantly to bury
him. Dismissing these, he caused four otherd to be
brought into his presence, and directed them to walk
in the same path, and to kill without fail, and im.-
mediately bury, two young men whom they would
meet together. Dismissing these also, he sent for
a still larger number, and commanded them, in like
manner, to kill the last, and bury them in the place
where they committed the act. Having thus ar-
ranged matters to his mind, he did not fail to be at
the appointed place in proper time ; and there he
was assassinated by the first two, as they had been
directed.

The Corinthians, not finding his body, erected an
empty monument to his memory, and engraved on
it an epitaph in honour of him.
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Periander was the first who had guards to at.
tend him, and who changed the title of magistrate
to that of tyrant.* He did not allow all, indiscrim.
inately, to live in cities. Thrasybulus, by whose
counsels he was very much swayed, wrote to him
on a certain occasion the following letter :

% From the man that you sent me I have con.
cealed nothing : I led him into a cornfield, and all
the ears which were higher than common I beat
down in his presence as.I went along. If you
wish to preserve your power, follow my example,
Put to death, whether friends or enemies, all the
chief men of the city ; for even those who seem
the most faithful ought to be distrusted by a
usurper.”t . :

Periander used to say, That there was nothing
which might-not be accomplished by dint of men-
tal application and corporeal labour, since means

* It is evident that no man in his senses would ever assume
a title implying all the odious qualities comprised in the word
tyrant, according to the modern use of that epithet. There has
been a change, however, in the meaning of the word, and it is
thus accounted for: rupawvos in Greek, and tyrannus in Latin,
originally signified neitlier more nor less than monarch ; but at
that time every monarch was absolute, and the abuse of unlim-
ited power soon attached to the term denoting it the same odi-
um as is now attached to the word despot. e meet with the
following definition of a king in Sallust (Bell. Jug., cap. 31):
Impune que libet facere,id est esse regem : To be a king is for a
man to do with impunity whatever he pleases. .

+ Under a despotic government there is no true liberty, and
only nominally any gradation of rank : all are in effect slaves.
1 have somewhere read that, at the court of Paul of Russia, two
lords came in, one of whom began to converse very familiarly
with a shoeblack whom he saw employed in his office ; the oth~
er afterward asked him how be came to talk in that manner
with such a fellow. * Such a fellow !” rejoined the first;
s nay, there is policy in it ; for who knows but to-morrow I may
be obliged to black his shoeﬁ"

2
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had been found to tear an isthmus from the con-
tinent : that a man ought never to propose silver
or gold as the reward of his actions : that the great
could have no guard on which they might more
confidently rely than the affection of their sub.
jects : that ing is more precious than repose :
J:hi?a popul::“i‘:)gnfenble fo an absolute govern-
ment. Being asked why, then, he continued to
maintain himself in the tyranny of Corinth, which
be had usurped, he answered, “ Because, when a
man is once invested with it, it #s as difficult to ab-
dicate it voluntarily as to seize it in the first in-
stance by force.” He was of opinion, not only
that those who had committed bad actions ought

to be punished, but those also who had evidently

intended to commit them.

" “Pleasures are fleeting,” said he, “but glory is

eternal.” *“ A man ought to be temperate in pros-

perity, and prudent in adversity.” ¢ Never dis-

close a secret with which you are intrusted.”

“ We ought not to be influenced either by the

prosperity or adversity of our friends: in both

situations we should show them the same atten.

tions.”

Periander was a friend to the learned. He
wrote to the other wise men of Greece, inviting
them to spend some time_ at Corinth, as they had
done at Sardis. He received them kindly, and
did all in his Iower to render them happy.

He reigned forty years, and died about the 42d
Olympiad.

Some sugpose that there were. two Perianders,
to one of whom the words and actions of both have

been attributed.

i
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CHILO.

CaiLo flourished at Lacedeemon: about the 52d
Olympiad. He was firm, determined, and tran-
quil, maintaining in adversity no less equanimity
than in prosperity. - Unambitious, and thinking
time most unprofitably spent that was employed in
long travel, he always remained at home. His
life was a perfect model of virtue ;* for the pre-
cepts which he delivered he faithfully practised.
His silence and great moderation gained him the
admiration of the world ; and his kife he regulated
by the following maxim, of which he is the author :
¢ That in all cases a man should run moderately.”

About the 55th Olympiad he was made epho.
ms. This was a dignity at’ Lacedeemon which
counterbalanced the authority of the kings. His
brother, who was a candidate for the same office,
became so jealous of him that he could not help
discovering his resentment; when Chilo coolly
said to him, “ ] have been chosen because I was
thought fitter than you to suffer the injury done me
in drawing me from my retirement, to be immersed
in business and rendered a slave.”

He was of opinion that the art of divination
should not be entirely rejected, and that different
future events might be discovered by the human
mind in this way.

* My readers will probably be disposed, with me, to question

the perfection of any man’s virtue, in a state acknowledged to be,
at best, but imperfect.
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Hippocrates, on a particular otcasion, had sacri.
ficed during the Olympic games : the flesh of the
victims having been put into caldrons filled with
cold water, the water all at once became hot and
began to boil so as to run over, though there was
no fire under them at the time. Chilo, who was
present, attentively considered this prodigy. He
advised Hippocrates never to marry; or if, un.
fortunately, he were already married, to lose no
time in putting away his wife, and destroying the
children she had brought him. Hippocrates made
merry with this advice, which did not in the least
restrain him from marrying; and he had by his
wife the tyrant Pisistratus, who usurped the sov-
ereign power of Athens, his native country.*

On another occasion, after having attentively
considered the quality of the soil and the situation
of the island of Cythera, Chilo exclaimed before all
present, “ Ah! would to Heaven this island had
never been, or that, as soon as it appeared, it had
been ingulfed by the ocean! for I foresee that it
will be the ruin of the Lacedeemonians.” In this
conjecture Chilo was not deceived ; for that island
was taken some time after by -the Athenians, who
made it subservient to laying waste the country.

He used to say that there were three things ex-
ceedingly difficult: to keep a secret, to bear in.
juries, and to make a good use of time.

In all that.he expressed Chilo was very brief and
elliptical, so that his manner of speaking became

* The conduct of Hippocrates is certainly better entitled to
our approbation than the advice of Chilo. “To use_divination

was a fault, but to regulate life by it a still greater. We should
have charity, however, considering the times in which these

men lived.
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. proverbial. He used to say that a man should
never threaten, for this was a feminine weakness :
that the greatest mark of wisdom was to restrain
the tongue, especially at a feast: that one should

_mever speak ill of any person, since otherwise he
would be perpetually exposed to the danger of rais-
ing up enemies, and of hearing things by no means

. agreeable to himself : that a man ought to visit his
friends when in disgrace sooner than when they
are in favour : that it was better to lose than to ac-
quire ill-gotten gain : that we should never flatter
a man-in his adversity : that a man of courage
should always be mild, and eéndeavour to procure

1 respect rather than fear. He held that the best
policy in a state is to teach the citizens how to
manage their own families with propriety : that a
man ought to marry a plain, unaffected woman,
and not ruin himself by the celebration of his nup.

I tials : that gold and silver were tried by a touch.

,8tone, but that it was by means of gold and silver

“that the hearts of men were tried< that we should
use all things with moderstion, lest we might be
too sensibly affected with their loss. “Love and
hatred,” said he, “ do not last forever : love_as if
you were one day to hate, and never hate but as if
you were one day to love.””*

In the temple of Apollo at Delphi, he caused to
be engraved in letters of gold, “ That we should
never wish for things too much above us ; and that
}w w’l’lo became surety for another never failed to
ose.

Periander did all he could to allure him to
Corinth, that he might avail himself of his advice

* See note on the Life of Pittacus, p. 74.
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how to maintain himself in the tyranny which he
had usurped. Chilo made him this answer: “ You
wish to embroil me in the troubles of war; and, as
if it were to give you security, would have me live
like an exile at a distance from my native country.
Know that there is nothing upon which one cam
reckon with less confidence than regal greatness ;
and that, of all tyrants, he is the happiest who has
the fortune to die in his bed.”

Chilo, perceiving his end approaching, looked
around on his friends who were assembled about
him: « My friends,” said he to them, ¢ you know
that during the long time I have been in the world,
I have said and done many things : upon mature
reflection, I find nothing of which I have cause to
repent, excepting, perhaps, a case which I now
submit to your decision, that I may know whether
I have acted properly or not. On a certain occa-
sion, I happened to be one of three who sat in judg.
ment on one of my good friends, who, according to
the laws, should have been punished with death, I
was greatly embarrassed ; one of two things was
Jinevitable, to violate the law' or condemn my
friend ; and, after careful reflection,"I devised the
following expedient. I delivered with such address
all the most plausible arguments in behalf of the
accused, that my two colleagues found no difficulty
in acquitting him, and yet I myself condemned him.
to death, without assigning any reason for my con-
duct. Thus I discharged two duties, those of
friend and judge; yet I feel in my conscience
something which makes me doubt whether my con-
duct was not criminal.”*

+# It is not easy to see any object that Chilo could have had in
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At a very advanced age, Chilo died at Pisa
through excess of joy, when embracing his son, who
had returned from the Olympic games crowned as
victor.

The Lacedsmonians erected a statue to his
memory.
these plausible ments, except it were the gratification of his
own vanity ; of which, when he affirmed that this was the only

fault of which he had been guilty, and considered this one doubt-
ful, we must allow that he had no inconsiderable share,
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CLEOBULUS.

Amone the seven wise men of Greece; Cleobu.
lus, though one of the least remarkable, was one
of the most happy. He was the son of Evagoras,
a descendant of Hercules, and was born at Lindus,
a maritime town of the island of Rhodes, where he
flourished under the reign of Crecesus, king of
Lydia.* :

He discovered great wisdom from his earliest
years. His countenance was engaging, his stat-
ure advantageous, and his strength surprising.
His youth he spent according to the custom of the
times, in travelling to Egypt to acquire philosophy.

On his return he married a very virtuous lady,
and lived with his family in the greatest tranquil-
lity. A fruit of this marriage was the celebrated
Cleobulina, who, by her own application and the
excellent instructions of her father, became so
learned that she puzzled the greatest philosophers
of her time, especially by enigmatical questions.
She was, besides, so affectionate and kind, that she
herself performed the office of washing the feet of
her father’s guests on any festival occasion.

Cleobulus was chosen to govern the little state
of Lindus. In this situation he acquitted himself
with as much ease as if only a single family had
been committed to his care. Whatever might en-
gage his country in war he was careful to remove,

* That is, between the 35th and 55th Olympiads.
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and he always kept on good terms both with the
citizens and with strangers. To propose and ex- '
plain enigmatical questions of all sorts with the
utmost subtilty constituted his chief merit as a lit-
erary character. It was he who rendered famous
in Greece that use of enigmas which he had learn-
ed from the Egyptians: he is, for example, the au-
thor of the following :

“I am a father who has twelve sons, each of
whom has thirty daughters, but.the degrees of their
beauty are very different: the countenances of
some are white, of others very black ; they are all
immortal, and yet they die every day.”

This implies the year.

The epigram, also, which has been found on the
tomb of Midas, and in which gregt praises are be-
stowed on that king, is a production of Cleobulus.
It has, indeed, by some been attributed to Homer,
but improperly, for he lived at a period much ear-
lier than Midas. .

According to Cleobulus; virtue consists chiefly
in avoiding injustice and other vices ; and such is
the sentiment of Horace, where he says,

Virtus est vitium fugere, et sapientia prima,
Stultitia - caruisse. : :
If free from folly, and of vice the foe,
Wisdom will bless, and virtue shield from wo.

He used to say that in everything we ought to
observe order, time, and measure : that, to banish
the folly which reigned- in all states, it was neces-
sary to make every citizen live -according to his
rank and condition.: that there was nothing so
common in the werld as ignorance and loquacity.

\- *Endeavour,” said he, “ always to have noble
' I
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sentiments, and to be neither ungrateful nor un-
faithful : do good both to your friends and to your
enemies ; for you will thus retain the first and gain
the last: before you go from home, think what
you are to do; and after you have returned, ex-
amine yourself, and revolve in your mind all that
you have done: say little, hear much, and speak
ill of no one: always advise to that which you
think most rational : do not abandon yourself to
pleasure : if you have enemies, make up your dif-
ferences with them : do nothing by violence: pay
attention to the education of your children : sport
not with the misery of the wretched : if fortune
smile on you, be not proud, neither be disconcerted
if she turn her back on you: choose a wife ac.
cording to your jank ; for, if you marry a woman
of higher birth than yourself, you subject yourself
to as many masters as she has relatives.”

Hé used to say that particular attention should
be paid to girls: that they ought never to marry
except when virgins in age, but matrons in beha-
viour and in mental accomplishments ; that before
strangers a man should never either caress or
blame his wife ; for in the one he discovers weak-
ness, and in the other folly.

When Cleobulus learned that Solon had entirely
abandoned his country, he did all in his power to
induce him to come and live with him. On this.
occasion he wrote to him the following letter : -

“You have many friends, all of whom have
houses ready for your reception: I think, how.
ever, you can nowhere be happier than at Lindus.
Tt is a maritime city, and enjoys perfect freedom s
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here you will have nothing to fear from Pisistratus,
and your friends may visit you in safety.”
Cleobulus could make the most of an ordinary
condition, and a life free from the embarrassments
of the world. He was happy as a father, happy
as a husband, happy as a citizen, happy as a phi-
losopher, and died at the advanced age of more
than seventy years, during all which time he had
been highly honoured. The inhabitants of Lindus
testified their sincere regret at his loss, and erect.
ed to him a magnificent monument, on which was
engraved an epitaph in honour of his memory.

QLG0T
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EPIMENIDES.

EriMENIDES, of the city of Gnossus, in Crete,
flourished in that island when Solon was in great
reputation at Athens. He was a man venerable
for religious observances, and was supposed to have
been the son of the nymph Balte.

It was the general persuasion in Greece that he
was inspired by-some heavenly genius, and that he
was frequently favoured with Divine revelations.
He devoted himself wholly to poetry, and to things
connected with religious worship. He was the
first who introduced the consecration of temples,
ang the purification of countries, cities, and private
houses.  He had little esteem for the people of his
own country ; and Saint Paul, in his epistle to Ti-
tus, speaking of the Cretans, cites one of his verses,
where he says, “ They were great liars, indolent,
yet malignant brutes.”*

His father one day sent him to the country in
quest of a ewe. When returning, Epimenides
went a little off the highway and entered a cave, to
enjoy a little repose till the intense heat should
abate. He remained asleep there, it is said, for
fifty.seven years; and when he awoke, not suppo.
sing that he had slept long, he looked about him
for his ewe ; but his search was in vain. Coming
out of the cave, he was very much surprised to

+ This interpretation of the learned Fenelon rescues the pas-
?agel(Tit"t’. i, 12) from that obscurity in which our translation
involves il
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find the face of the country totally altered. He
ran in astonishment to the place where he had
caught the ewe ; but here, discovering that the house
had changed its occupant, and that no one knew
what he meant, he fled in horror to Gnossus, where,
still meeting with strange faces, his amazement
every moment increased. As he was entering his
father’s house, he was asked who he was and what
he wanted. * At last, with much difficulty, he made
himself known to his younger brother, who, when
he left home, was a child, but at his return was fur-
rowed with age. :

An adventure so strange made a great deal of
noise all over the country, and every one immedi-
ately regarded Epimenides as a favourite of the

ods. ’ .
g Those who cannot ‘reconcile themselves to the
belief of Epimenides’ having slept so long, suppose
that he spent these fifty-seven years in travelling
in foreign countries unknown, that he might the
better acquaint himself with their real character,
undisguised by anything adventitious..

Megacles having cruelly massacred, at the very
altars, those who belonged to the faction of Solon,
the Athenians were seized with the greatest terror,
Besides, the plague was then desolating the coun-
try, and there prevailed a belief that the city was
infested with spirits. The augurs were according-
ly consulted, and they pretended to have discov-
ered by their sacrifices that some abomination had
been committed, with the pollution of which the
whole city was infected. Nicias was thereupon
immediately despatched into Crete, being furnished

I2

’
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with a vessel in which to bring Epimenides, whose
reputation had now spread over all Greece.

When Epimenides arrived at Athens, he took
several sheep, some black and some white, and
brought them to the Areopagus, where he left them
at liberty to stray where they pleased. He ap-
pointed persons to follow them, and commanded
those whom he had chosen for this purpose to sac-
rifice in honour of some god each one of them in
the particular spot where any of the sheep should
lie down. Hence it was that in the time of Laer-
tius there were seen about Athens several altars
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of Munychia,* he said to those about him, ¢ Men
are enveloped. in darkness with respect to the fu-
ture. Ah! did the Athenians know what disaster
this harbour will bring upon their country, they
would instantly eat it up, with as much appetite as
they would a morsel to save their lives !”

After remaining some time at Athens, Epimeni-
des prepared for his return. The Athenians equip-
ped a vessel for him, and presented him with a tal-
ent} for his trouble. Epimenides thanked them
for their generosity, but refused their money : he
contented himself with requesting their friendship,
and that they would consent -
of a firm alliance ‘with his cot
itants of Gnossus. Before his .

Acthens a beautiful temple in he

Epimenides endeavoured to
that he was ABacus, and that
the earth. He was never ob:
was said to have been fed by
have kept in a neat’s hoof the
brought him. It is said, also,,
converted into ,the substance
the usual process of digestion.]

* At Athens there were three harbours, of which Munychia
was one ; it lay a little to the east of Athens, forming a kind of
insula.— Strab., ix., 395. The Pirmus, the chief of these har-
m.rt, was enclosed with the city by a wall seven miles and a
half in length and sixty feet in height ; the most ancient, and
the nearest to the city, though the least commodious, was the
Portus Phalerus.— Thucyd., 1., 93. Corn. Nep., Themist., vi.
See Dr. Adam's Ancient Geog., p. 292. . .
+ An Athenian talent was equal to sixty min®, and a mina
to three pounds sterling ; hence the value of a talent would be

£180. _
1 Notwithstanding the obscurity in which the history of this
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He predicted to the Lacedeemonians the hard
servitude to which they would be subjected by the
Arcadians.

When engaged in building a temple which he
had resolved to consecrate to the nymphs, a voice
from heaven is said to have been one day heard,
exclaiming, “ O Epimenides ! dedicate this temple,
not to the nymphs, but to Jupiter himself!”

Hearing that Solon had left Athens, he wrote the
following letter to comfort him, and, if possible, to
induce him to come to the island of Crete.

¢« Courage, my good friend. Had Pisistratus re-
duced under the yoke & people accustomed to ser-
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not improbable), you would not mect with very
Kind treatment.” N
Epimenides spent every part of his life in exerci.
ses connected with religion. Being a great admi.
rer of poetry, he composed several works in verse :
among others, a poem on the origin of the Curetes,*
one concerning the Corybantes,% and another con-
cerning the expedittion to Colchid.t He likewise
composed in prose a treatise on sacrifices, one
concerning the republic of Crete, and anather work,
of which the subject was Minos and Radamanthus.
He died, aged, according tq some, 157 years, ac.
cording to others, 299.§ .
As thelife of Epimenides is wholly veiled in mys.

+ The ancient inhabitants of Crete.

+ The priests of Cybele, mother of the gods; sa called from
Corybantus, one of her first followers.

1 A country of Asia, near Pontus. It includes the present
Mingrelia Georgia. The expedition allydedrto is that of
Jason in quest of the golden fleece. On this subject there is a
beautiful poem in four books, composed by Apollonius Rhodius,
entitled, “ Apollonius’s Argonautic Expedition.” The golden
fleece was fabled to have been guarded by a dragon that never

:\fe?t,l and bulls that breathed fire. On the death of ZEson, king -
ol

cos and father of Jason, Pelias, Jason’s yncle, usurped the

ernment. When Jason arrived at the years of manhood, he

manded his kingdom ; and, deterred by sbmething ominous in

his appearance, elias, as the best evasion he could devise,

romised to resign provided he would bring the golden fleece

?rom Colchis. Jason accordingly fitted out the ship Argo, after

which the adventurers on board of her were called Argonauts,

and sailed for Colchis.’ By the assistance of Medea (a sorcer-

* ess and the king’s daughter), who fell in loxe with him, he
was successful.— Vid. Eurip., Med.

§ Diogenes Laertius mentions as his authority for the first ac- °

count of his age, Phasgo, Ilept MakpoBiwy, concerning persons re-
markable for longevity ; for the second, a tradition of the Cretans.
The first was, no doubt, inclined to relate wonders; and we
have seen that Epimenides himself invalidates the authority of
the last, for he tells us that ** they were great liars.”
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tery, it is said by some that he kept awake as
many days as he had slept years. The Cretans
sacrificed to him as to a god, and usually gave him
no other name than Curetes. The Laced@moni-
ans, in consequence of an ancient oracular admoni.
tion, preserved his relics among them as an inval-
uable treasure.
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AN%CHARSIS.
ANACHARSIS, a native of Scythia, held a consid.
erable rank among thé sages of his time. He was
brother to Caduidas, king of Scythia, and the son of
Gnurus ; but his mother was a Greek.

By these means he had an opportunity of becom-
ing well acquainted With the two languages. He
was eloquent, and possessed of much vivacity ; in-
trepid, and in every undertaking inflexibly firm.
He was always dressed in a coarse double cloak,
and lived on milk and cheese. The style of his
harangues was concise and energetic; and, in
whatever cause he erhbarked, as he never yielded,
he always succeeded. His masculine and eloquent
manner of speaking became proverbial ; so that,
when any one imitated him, he was said to adopt
the Scythian phrase. :

Anacharsis left Scythia in order to settle at
Athens.* On arriving in that city, he went and
knocked at Solon’s door, desiring the person who
opened it to tell Solon that he was there, and that
he had come purposgly to visit him, and to stay with

him for some time. = Solon sent as a reply, that a.

man ought to form friendships in his own country
only, or where, at least, he is in some way con-
nected ; upon this, Anacharsis entered. ¢« Well,”
said he to Solon, “ since you are at present in your
own country and in your own house, it is your prov-

* He cameto Athens in the 47th Olympiad.

-
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ince to be friendly: commence friendship with
me.” Solon, struck with the vivacity of his an-
- swer, consented with pleasure to become the host
of Anacharsis, and at once entered into a friendship
with him, which continued qg long as they lived.
Anacharsis was a great admirer of poetry, aft
wrote the « Sc)thlan Laws” in verse, as also a
“ Treatise on War.” Hewused to say that the vine
bore three sorts of grapes, pleasure, intoxication,
I .and repentance.

He was very much surprised that, in all the pub-
lic assemblies held at Athens, wise men were con-
tented with opening and explaining the business,
while fools were allowed to decide it ; nor could he
comprehend why those who defamed others were
punished, while wrestlers and boxers, who rudely
beat one another, received great rewards. He was
no less surprised that, at the beginning of their ban-
quets, the Greeks should use small cups, and that
towards the close, when they began to be surfened
they introduced large ones.

The liberties which every one took at their feasts
were to him insufferable. On being one day asked
what were the best means of restraining people
from ever drinking wine any more, he rephed «“The
best method is to place before their eyes a drunken.

" . man, that they may leisurely contemplate him.”’,
- Having been asked whether there were musical
. mstruments m Scythia, he said, ¢ Thefe were not
"#even vines.” The oil with which the athlets:
" anointed themselves before they engaged he cdred
the specific for making madinen.

Considering attenﬁvel,y one day the thickness of

the planks of a'ship, * Alas!” he cried, “those
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who sail are only four inches from death!” Being
asked what vessel is the safest,  That,” he re.
plied, ¢ which is in port.” He used frequently to
say that a man should bend his whole attention to
the acquiring a mastery over his tongue and his
appetite.

When asleep he always kept his right hand upon
his mouth, signifying that there is nothing to which
we should give so much heed as to the government
of the tongue. An Athenian one day reproached
him with his being a Scythian: “ My country,” he
replied, ¢ dishanours me, but you are a dishonour to
your country.” Being asked what was the best
and what the worst thing which men possess, * The
tongue,” he replied. '

“ It is much better,” he said, “ to have one true
friend than many who are always ready to change
with fortune.” Having been asked whether the
dead or the living were most numerous, “ To which
class,” he replied, “ would you consider those who
are at sea to belong?”’ ¢« Markets,” he said,
“ were places which men had established to deceive
one another.”

Being insulted one day in the street by a petu-
lant young fellow, Anacharsis, surveying him at.
tentively, coolly said to him, « Young man, if you
are not able to carry wine in youth, in eld age
you will not be able to carry water.”*

He used to compare laws to spiders’ webs, and
made merry with Solon’s attempt to restrain the
passions of men by a few writings.

* The force of this reproof will be better Prceived if, with
.some, we suppose itto have taken place at a feast : Stanley 80
represents it.

K
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It was he who invented the method of making
earthen vessels by a wheel.*

Anacharsis on a certain occasion went to the
priestess of Apollo to inquire whether there were
any one wiser than himself. ¢ Yes,” replied the
oracle, % one Myson of Chenes.” Anacharsis was
very much surprised that he had never heard of
him beforc. He went to a village to which he had
retired to inquire for him ; and finding him mend-
ing his plough, « Myson,” he said, “it is not yet
the time for turning up the ground.” ¢ True,”

" replied Myson ; but it is time to mend the plough

whenever there is anything about it broken.”
Plato has given Myson a place among the wise
mep. He retired into solitude, where he spent
the whole of his life without having any intercourse
with his species, because he had a natural aversion
to all men. Myson was one day observed laugh.

-ing heartily in a corner where he thought himself

unobserved ; upon'which one came up to him, and
asked him why he was laughing so when there was
nobody with him., « '!‘!\at,t.he replied, “is the

itatien
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7 the country : I need neither
if I return to Scythia a better
an than when I left it, I shall,
however, visit you ; for I put
our acquaintance and friend-

1Greece, Anacharsis prepared
for his return.* Touching at Cyzicus on his way
home, he found the inhabitants celebrating with
great solemnity the festival of Cyhele, the mother
of the gods.t Anacharsis made a vow that, if he
returned in safety to his native country, he would
there sacrifice to her, and institute the same fes-
tival in her honour. When he arrived in Scythia
he endeavoured to change the ancient institutions
of the country, and in their room to substitute the
laws of Greece ; but this gave much offence to the
Scythians.

Anacharsis one day entered secretly into a thick
forest of the country of Hylea, in order to fulfil,
without being perceived, the vow which he had
made to Cybele. Holding in his hand a cymbal
before a figure of the goddess, in the Grecian
fashion, he performed the whole ceremony. He
was, however, discovered by a Scythian, who in.
formed the king of it ; and he, coming immediately
into the forest, surprised his brother Anacharsis in

* According to Laertius, he came to Greece in the first year of
the 47th Olympiad, and continued there till the death of Solon;
that is, till the first year of the 55th Olympiad ; so that he re-
mained in Greece thirty-two years. .

t Cyzicus or Cyzicum is an island in the Propontis, joined to
the mainland by two bridges. Near it is the river Granicus,
famous for the first victory of Alexander over the Persians.—
Adam’s Geog. } :

a
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the very act, and wounded him mortally with an
arrow. Anacharsis immediately expired, exclaim-
ing, “In Greece, where I travelled to learn the
Jiterature and manners of the country, I was allow.
ed to remain in safety ; but in my, native soil, envy
has been the cause of my death.” Several statues
were erected in honour of him by the Greeks.

.
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PYTHAGORAS.

‘TRHERE is a celebrated division of philosophy into
Xonic and Italic. Thales of Miletus was the founder
of the Ionic sect, Pythagoras of the Italic.

Aristippus the Cirengan relates that this philos-
opher was named Pythagoras because he pro-
nounced oracles as true as those of Apollo.*

He was the first who modestly refused the title
of wise man, and was satisfied with that of philos.
opher, or lover of wisdom.

The opinion most generally received is, that
Pythagoras came originally from Samos, and was
the son of Mnesarchus, a sculptor ; although others
assert that he was a Tuscan, and that he was born
in one of the small islands lying along the Tyrrhene
Sea, of which the Athenians made themselves mas.
ters. '

Pythagoras learned his father’s profession, and
made with his own hands three silvgr cups, which
he presented to three Egyptian priests. He was

. at first a scholar of Pherecydes,t to whom he was
particularly attached, and by whom he was no less
beloved. Pherecydes being on one occasion dan.
gerously ill, Pythagoras wished to be admitted into

* Pythagoras, from Mvbwy, a name of Apollo, and ayopa,
the forum, or ayop , to ¢ or pr orations.

+ Diogenes Laertius ranks Pﬁerecytfes among the wise men
of Greece. He has preserved a letter of his to Thales, in which
he seems to claim this' honour for himself. It was written when
he was afflicted with the loathsome distemper which Fenelon

mentions ; and*he desires that it should be shown to the other
wise pmen. . K 2 .
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his apartment to see him ; but Pherecydes, fearing
that his disease might be infectious, instantly shat
the door on him, and, placing his fingers across a
chink, “Look,” said he, ¢ and judge of the state of
my health by my fingers, which you see are quite
emaciated.”

" After the death of Pherecydes, Pythagoras studied .
some time at Samos under Hermodamas ; but, hav-
ing a great desire of adding to his knowledge, and
especially of learning the manners and customs of
foreign nations, he at length left his native country
and all that he possessed, and set out on his travels.
He remained a considerable time in Egypt, devoting
his hours to conversation with the priests, and to
investigating the mysteries of their religion ; and,
that he might be treated with distinction, and that
proper opportunities might-be afforded him, Polyc-
rates wrote for him a letter of commendation to
Amasis, king of Egypt.

From Egyﬁt Pythagoras passed into Chaldea, to
acquire the knowledge of which the Magi were
gossessed; and then, after satisfying his curiosity

travelling into several other countries of the

ast, he visited Crete, where he entered into a
strict friendship with the sage Epimenides: from
thence he returned to Samos. So great was his
‘vexation at seeing his country oppressed by the
tyrant Polycrates, that he determined to become &
voluntary exile; he accordingly went into Italy,
and settled at Crotona, in the house of Milo, where
he taught philosophy ; and from this circumstance
it is that the sect of which he was the founder has
been styled Italic. o

It was not long till the reputation of Pythagoras
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was spread over all Italy; more than three hun.
dred pupils attended his instructions, and formed
a well-regulated little republic. Some say that
Numa was of this number, and that, when chosen
king of Rome, he was actually living with Pythagae
ras at Crotona. It is the opinion of chronologists,
however, that this story has no other foundation
than a similarity between the sentiments of Py.
g:agom and those of Numa, who lived long before
m. ]
Pythagoras said that among friends all things
should be common ; and that equality was the re.
sult of friendship. His disciples appropriated no.
thing to themselves as an exclusive possession, but
ut their effects into a common stoek, and carried
. gut one purse. The first five years of their novi.
. tiate were splnt in listening to the precepts of their -
master, without opening their mouths. to utter a
single word. After this long and rigorous trial
they were permitted to speak, to visit Pythagoras,
and to converse with him. : !
The deportment of Pythagoras was dignified,
and his stature calculated to set off to advantalgo
his handsome figure and fine countenance. He
dressed in a beautiful robe of white cleth, which
'was always made to fit well : he was under the
control of no passion, and was distinguished for his
serious air. l
He was never observed to laugh, and never heard
to utter a witticism. When angry he would nev.
er chastise nor strike even a slave. By his disej»-
ples he?was regarded with the same veneration as’.
Apollo.* The pleasure of hearing Pythagoras,
* Hence the scholars of this philosopher, when Wishing to
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and of viewing him in the midst of his scholass,
drew crowds from all quarters. * Every evening
more than six hundred persons of different coun-
tries came to Crotona, and for any of them to
bave the happiness of conversing with Pythagoras
for a single moment was deemed a great distinc-
tion.

' Pythagoras framed codes of laws for several na-
tions at their request ; and so much was he admired
by all, that his words and the oracles of Apollo
were held in equal veneration. He expressly for-
bade swearing, and all appeals to the gods : « every
man,” said he, “ ought to accustom himself to act

. 80 much on principles of honour and integrity that

none might hdve reason to hesitate in believing

him on his word.” .

Pythagoras taught that the world %as animated
and intelligent, and that the soul of this gross ma.
chine was the ether, from which emanated every
individual soul, both of men and of beasts. The
immortality of the soul was not unknown to him.

He supposed that sduls wandered up and down in

the air, and entered indiscriminately into any ani-

mated body that came in their way : that, for ex-
ample, a soul, on quitting a human body, entered
into the body of a horse, a wolf, an ass, a mouse,

a partridge, a fish, or, in short, of any animal with.

out distinction, as readily as into that of a man.

In the same way he believed that a soul, on leaving

* the body of any animal whatever, entered indis-

criminately into the body of a man or of a beast;

.
pro:cel mything,ttb:ught they put it bedy‘::’d a ?ubt :hen they
could support it by an avros i ixit, or he said it.—Ci
Tac. Dibguto lib L e per ik ~0%
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aand for this reason it was that Pythagoras express-
1y prohibited the use of animal food, deeming it &
crime no less heinous to kill a worm, a fly, or any
other insect than to kill a man, since in every-.
thing agimated there were souls of the same nature.
To gain universal belief to his doctrine of Me-
tempsychosis, Pythagoras pretended te have former-
ly passed for the son of Mercury, under the name
of Kthalides ;* and that then Mercury gave him -
liberty to ask what he pleased, with the exception
of immortality, and his wishes should be satisfied.
He requested the blessing,of remembering equally
well all that took place in the world during his life
and after his death, and since that time he knew
very accurately everything that had happened.
He said that some time after he had been Athal.
ides he became Euphorbus, and that, being at the
siege of Troy, he was dangerously wounded by
Menelaus ¢ that his soul next passed into Hermot-
imus, and that then (to convince every one of the
gift bestowed on him by Mercury) he passed into
the country of the Branchides. He went into the
temple of Apollo and pointed out his shield, all
mroed, which Menelaus, on his return from Troy,
consecrated to that god in testimony of his
victory. '
When he had ceased to be Hermotimus he be.
came Pyrrhus the fisherman, and afterward the
philosopher Pythagoras, without reckoning his hav-
* In reading the history of illustrious men, we ought care-
fully to discriminate between their virtues and their To
denominate pride in maintaining a system by the epithet vice
is perhaps unusual ; but when a series of lies and imposture

18 employed for that purpose, I can conceive no name too; L
toveapplied toit, L T Rt L

s
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ing been formerly the cock of Mycele, and the peas
cock of—I know not whom. ,
- He affirmed that in his journeys to the infernal
regions he had remarked the soul of Hesiod chain-
ed to a brazen pillar, where he was dreadfully tor-
mented : as to that of Homer, he had seen it sus-
pended from a tree, where it was surrounded with
serpents, as a punishment for the many falsehoods he
: hacreinvemed and attributed to the gods: dnd that
in these abodes the souls of those husbands who
had been harsh to their wives were horribly tor.
tured.

On another occasion Pythagoras caused a deep
cavern to be dug in his house. It is said that he
begged his mother to write during his absence an
account of everything exactly as it occurred. He
then shut himself up in his cavern, and after stay-
ing a whole year there, left it, and, returning pale
and emaciated, exhibited a hideous spectacle. He
shortly after assembled the people, and told them
that he was returned from the infernal regions ;
and, to gain credit to the story he wished to prop-
agate, he began by recounting all that had happen-
ed during his absence. He succeeded in astonish-
ing the multitude: it was immediately supposed
that there was something divine in him; every
one began to weep and cry, and the men besought
him to instruct their wives, whence the women of

" Crotona were styled Pythagoree.

Pythagoras was one day at certain public games :
without letting any one know it, he had tamed an
eagle, and trained it so that it came to him upon
uttering a particular cry ; the people were all ex-
ceedingly amazed ; and, to render the thing the
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‘more specious, he showed to the whole assembly
a leg made of gold attached to that of the bird.
The only sacrifices which Pythagoras at any

time offered were loaves, cakes, and the like : at
the sight of bleeding victims he said the gods were
struck with horror, and that to pretend to honour
them by such sacrifices as these was calculated
to draw the Divine vengeance on the offerers.”*

It is very probable that in these maxims the ob.

t of Pythagoras was to divert men from liviag
uxuriously, and to accustom them to a plain diet;
since simple fare is better for the health and more
favourable to the operations of the mind. To give
an example to others, he seldom drank anything
but water, and always lived on bread, honey, fruits,
-and pulse, excepting beans, for his respect to which
plant no good reason can be assigned.

« Life,” said Pythagoras, “ is like a fair ;_for as
in a fair some come to exercise themselves in the
different kinds of combat, others to traffic, and
others merely to look on, so in life, some are born
the slaves of glory and others of ambition, while the
object of a third class is simply the investigation of
truth.” {

He held that no one ought ever to ask anything
for himself; “ because,” said he, “ every one is ig-
norant of what is good for hinmself.”

He divided the age of man into four equal por.
tions: “a man is a child,” he said, “till the age of
twenty ; a youth till he arrives at forty ; a man at
" This s certainly what the light of nature would teach ; and
the t::i‘fin of bloody sacrifices among the heathen can be-ac-
counted for in no other way than on the b:;:&posmon. of a Divine
:;:‘uunpn,tbemuwnofwmchgzve to their sacrificial
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sixty ; and an old man at eighty.” He reckomed
none beyond this age among the number of the
living.

Mithematics and astronomy were his favourite
studies. It was he who first discovered that the
morning and evening star was the same : he was
the first also to demonstrate that in every right.
angled triangle, the square of the hypothenuse is
equal to the squares of the other two sides. It is
said that Pythagoras was so transported with the
discovery of this famous theorem, that, supposing
himself indebted for it to the inspiration of the
gods, he displayed his gratitude by offering to them
a hecatomb ; that is, a sacrifice of a hundred oxen.
We meet with this story in several authors, though
it is certainly very cootrary to the doctrine of
Pythagoras : it is possible, however, that these
might have been oxen made of flour and honey,
such as it was usual for the Pythagoreans to offer.*
Some say that he died of joy on account of it ; but,
by what Laertius has written, this story appears to
be entirely without foundation.

Pythagoras was very careful to maintain friend.
ship and a good understanding among his dis
When instructing them, he used frequently to ad-
dress them allegorically : he would say, for instangs,
that a man shouM never leap-out under the balaace;

® The following passage, from the institutes of the B
lawgiver Menu, whose doctrine of the soul resembled
Pythagoras, may serve to confirm this opinion : * Shot
have an earnest desire to eat flesh-meat, he may gratify' T )

by forming the image of some heast with clarified baRg¥ el
may form it with dough ; but never let him form a wigihed

auy snimal in vain.”— Priestley's Comparison of the Tl
&u’ oo with thov of the Llindus, 4. Soe Lile of K

b
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signifying by this that he should never flinch from
justice : that one ought not to sit down on the pro-
vision of the day ; intimating that we should never
be so intent on the present as to be careless of the
future.

He admonished them to spend a part of each
day in secret, putting to themselves such questions
as these: In what have I spent the day? Where
have I been? What haye I done to good purpose ?
What improperly ? :

He recommended to them modesty and gravity
in their exterior deportment : never to allow them-
selves to be transported with emotions either of joy
or sorrow : to treat their relations with tenderness :
to respect the aged: to take exercise, that they
might avoid corpulence ; and not to spend their
lives in travelling. He said that it was necessary
to be very punctual in honouring the gods, and in
rendering them that worship which was their due.

Zamolxis the Scythian, a slave of Pythagoras,
availed himself so faithfully of the precepts of his
master, that upon his return to his native country
the Scythians sacrificed to him, and ranked him
among their gods. :

" Pythagoras supposed the first principle of all
things to be unity : that from thence proceeded
numbers and points ; from points, lines ; from lines,
superficies; from superficies, solids ; and from solids -
the four elements, fire, air, water, and earth, of
which the whole world was composed ; and that
these elements were perpetually changing into each -
other, but that nothing in the universe ever totally
perished, everything that happened being only a
change. L
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The earth, he said, was spherical, and placéd in
the centre of the universe :* it was everywhere in-
* habited, and, consequently, there were antipodes
who walked with their feet opposite to ours: the
air by which the world was surrounded was so
dense that it was almost impossible to displace it ;
and this he assigned as the reason why all the ani.
mals which inhabit the earth are mortal, and sub-
ject to corruption. On the other hand, the air
above the sky was subtile, and in perpetual agita.
tion ;1 and this, he said, was the reason why all
the beings it contained were immortal, and there-
fore divine. Thus the sun, the moon, and the stars
were gods, because placed in the midst of that sub.
tile air and active heat which is the principle of
life.t

» As the doctrines of Pythagoras are often veiled in allegory,
this circumstance has occasioned considerable discrepance in
the interpretation of them. Pythagoras affirmed that in the cen-
tre of the universe there was fire, or the fiery globe of unity. By
this, Simplicius (Ad Arist. de Calo) understands the earth,
which oEmion is adopted by Fenelon; but some have, with
more probability perhaps, understood the sun ; and it is generally
allowed that the modern Copernican system is only a revival of
that of Pythagoras. o

t The air here intended is the ether, which commences at
the termination of our atmosphere ; that is, at the distance of
from forty-three to forty-six miles beyond the earth. It is so
rarefied that animal life cannot be supported in it. '

1 We are ready to pardon Pythagoras for entertaining such an
absurd notion ; but even in modern and more enlightened times
it has been warmly asserted by Kepler, that, unless the sun and
stars were intelligent as well as sentient beings, they could not
observe such regularity in their motions. But the immortal
Newton, by the discovery of the laws of gravitation, has forever
ban!sheé ese puerile absurdities. He has led us along the
chain of harmonizing nature, and, as he passed on, explained it
to us link by Ik, till he reached the throne of the Eternal,
there leaving us to wonder and to adore, to feel our insignificance,
and, at the same time, our importance.
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In regard to the death of this philosopher various
opinions have obtained. Some say that certain
persons who wished to become scholars of his,
having been refused, were so enraged at their re.

ulse that they set fire to the house of Milo while

'ythagoras was withid. Others affirm that it was
done by the Crotonians, because they were appre-
hensive that Pythagoras intended to make himself
sovereign of their country. °

Be that as it may, when Pythagoras saw the
house all on fire, he quickly made his escape with
forty of his scholars. It is said by some that he
saved himself in the temple of the Muses at Meta.
pontum, where he let himself die of hunger. Others
assert that, when making his escape, his progress
was interrupted by a field of beans which he had to
cross; a thing which Pythagoras could not resolve
to do: “ It is better,” said he, ¢ to perish here than
to kill all these poor beans.” He calmly waited,
therefore, till the Crotonians came up and mas-
sacred him and most of his disciples. Lastly,
others affirm that he was not put to death by the
Crotonians, but that a war lraving been declared
between the inhabitants of Agrigentum and those
of Syracuse, Pythagoras went to the assistance of
the Agrigentines, his allies; that the Agrigentines
were routed ; and that it was there that Pythdgoras,
in attempting his escape, was interrupted by a field
of beans, through which he would not pass; choos.

* Pythagoras cunctis animalibus, abstinuit qui
anquam homine, et ventri indulsit non omne legumen.
Juv., Sat. xv., 1, ult.
# Who bade from all that once had breathed abstain,
Nor e’en for blood of plants held scruples vain.”"
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ing rather to offer his throat to the Syracusans,
who ran him through in several places.

Most of his schalars who accompanied him
were also put to death; very few only wetre saved,
and among them Archytas of Tarentum, the most
celebrated mathematician of his time.
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HERACLITUS.

Hzracritus of Ephesus, son of Blyson, flourished
about the 69th Olympiad. He was usually s:yled
the Dark Philosopher, because he always spoke
enigmatically. Laertius relates that he was full
of himself, and despised almost the whole world
beside : Homer and Archilochus, he used to say,
ought to have been kicked out of society.

e could never forgive the Ephesians for bane
ishing his friend Hermodorus, and publicly decla-
red that all the men of that city deserved death,
and all the children banishment, as an expiation of
their crime in shamefully banishing their best citi.
zen and the greatest man of their state.

Heraclitus never had a master, and the emi-
nence to which he arrived was purely the result of

his own application. He entertained the greatest .

contempt for the actions of all men, and greatly
deplored their blindness, so that it made him weep
continually ; whence Juvenal opposes this pnilos.
opher to Democritus, who was perpetually laugh-
ing. He says any one may easily censure by a
loud laugh the follies and vices of the age. but.
that he is astonished what source it was that
could furnish the eyes of Heraclitus with continual
mrs. ’ .

The sentiments of Heraclitus were not always
the same : when he was young he used to say that
he knew nothing, and when more advanced in age
he affirmed that he kll:ew all things. He was dis..

2

~
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y "])leased with all mankind, and avoided their com-

s

pany ; and used to play at bones and other inno-
cent games, before the temple of Diana, with the
little children of the city. The Ephesians one day
assembled around him to contemplate him while

_ thus engaged : “ Unhappy creatures !” said Hera.

clitus to them, “ why are you surprised at seeing
me play with these little children? Is it not much
better to do this than to co-operate with you in °
your maladministration of public affairs 7"’

He was at one time entreated by the Ephesians
to frame for them a code of laws; but Heraclitus
declined it, observing that the people were already
too corrupt, and he knew of no method by which
Lhey could be induced to change their manner of

ife. '

- He said that men ought to fight with as much
ardour for the preservation of their laws as in de.
fence of their walls: that we should be more
prompt to appease resentment than to extinguish a
conflagration, inasmuch as the consequences of
the one were infinitely more dangerous than those
of the other ; since the worst that could happen
from fire was the burning of a few houses, while
resentment, on the other hand, might be productive
of cruel wars, from which proceeded the ruin, and
sometimes the total destruction, of nations.

A sedition having arisen in the city of Ephesus,
several persons entreated Heraclitus to point out
before the people the best means of preventing
such commotions. He stepped up on a lofty plat-
form and called for a cup, which he filled with cold
water ; he then put a small quantity of wild pulse
into it, and, swallowing the contents, retired with--
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out uttering a word. By this he meant to show
them that, in order to prevent seditions, it was ne-
cessary to banish luxury and delicacies from the
republic, and to accustom the citizens to be con-
tented with little.

He composed a book “ On Nature,” which he
deposited in the temple of Diana. The style in
which it was written was purposely obscure, that
it might be read only by the learned, he being
afraid, if it' were to afford entertainment to the
people generally, that it would soon become so
common as to procure him only contempt. This
book, says Lucretius, gained extraordinary reputa.
tion, because nobody understood it. Darius, king
of Persia, having heard of it, wrote to the author
to induce him to come and explain it to him, offer-.
ing him, at the same time, a handsome reward and
a lodging in his own palace ; but Heraclitus refu-
sed to go. o

- This philosopher scarcely ever spoke on any oc-
casion; and when asked by any one the reason of
his silence, he would answer in a peevish humour,
“ It is to make you speak.” He contemned the
Athenians, though they had a high respect for him,
and chose to live at Ephesus, where he was despi.
sed by everybody.

He could never look at amy one without weeping
for human weakness, and out of vexation that no.
thing was ever to his mind. His hatred of man.
kind made him at last resolve totally to abandon
society : accordingly, he retired to desert mount.
ains, where he saw no one of his own species, and,
subsisting on herbs and pulse, spent his time in
lamentation. }
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According to Heraclitus, fire is the first principle
of all things. He held that this, being condensed,
became air ; that condensed air became water ; and,
lastly, that in the same way water became earth ;
while in reverse of this, earth by rarefaction was
changed into water, water into air, and air into
fire. He held, also, that the universe is bounded ;
that there is only one world ; that it is composed
of fire, and that by fire it shall finally perish : that
the world is full of spirits and genii ; that the gods
exercise no providential care over it; and that
everything which takes place is to be referred to
Fate. '

" He supposed the sun to be no larger than it ap.
pears to the eye : that in the air there are kinds
of boats, the concave sides of which are turned
to us; that into these the exhalations of the earth
ascend ; and that what we call stars are no-
thing but these little boats filled with inflammable
vapour, producing the lights which we see: that
when the convex sides of these little boats are turn«
ed towards the earth, there happen what are called
eclipses of the sun and moon ; and that the cause
of the different phases of the moon is the gradual
turning of the bark in which she moves.* )

+ The astronomical theory of this dark and morose philosopher

. miiht probabl{ have been matched by the infantile conceptions
of his playfellows before the temple of Diana. (See p. 126.)
‘We may, indeed, fairly attribute any fame that Heraclitus ob-
tained to his good opinion of himself, and to the propensity in
mankind to admire absurdity and venerate extravagance.

The maxim which next follows, however, though it indicates
neither great penetration wor deep research, being one of the
most obvious of all truths, is of incalculable importance in the

rosecution of pneumatological investigations. aEpy would it

)

ave been for mankind had the maxim universally obtained, that
the nature of the human soul is beyond the reach of its own dis-
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To amuse one’s self by investigating the nature
of the soul was, he said, absolutely throwing away
time, since it was so inscrutable as to be entirely
beyond the reach of our powers.

The austere life which Heraclitus led brought

]



180 ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS,

ANAXAGORAS,

ANaxacoras, son of Hegesibulus, had a much
more extensive knowledge of natural philosophy
than any of his predecessors; he belonged to
Clazomens, a town of Ionia, and was descended
from a family distinguished no less for its rank
than riches. He was born in the 70th, and flour.
ished about the 76th Olympiad.

He was a scholar of Anaximenes, a disciple of
Anaximander, who had been instructed by Thales,
whom the Greeks considered as the first of their
wise men. Such pleasure did the study of philos.
ophy afford Anaxagoras, that, to devote himself ex-.
clusively to it, he abandoned all business, both
public and private ; and, lest attention to his pecu-
niary interests should divert his mind from study,
he relinquished all his property. His friends rep.
resented to him that he was, by his negligence, ruin.
ing his patrimony, but their remonstrances made
no,impression upon him. Constituting the inves.
tigation of truth his only pursuit, he withdrew from
his native land ; and being reproached by one with
indifference for his country, “ On the contrary,” he
replied, pointing to the sky, “I place an infinite
value upon it.”

He came to reside at Athens, and transferred
thither the Ionic school, which, from the time of
Thales, the founder of the sect, had been establish.
ed at Miletus. At the age of twenty he began to
teach philosophy in that city, and continued his in-
structions for thirty years.
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There was brought to the house of Pericles one
day a sheep which had but one horn, and that in
the middle of its forehead. The augur Lampon
immediately gave out that this foreboded that the
two factions into which Athens was then divided
should unite and form but one body. Anaxagoras
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mained, till an Intelligence separated and disposed
all things as we now see them.” This sentiment is
beautifully expressed by Ovid in the beginning of
his Metamorphoses.

Besides this Intelligence by whom the world was
framed, Anaxagoras acknowledged no other divin-
ity. Such contempt did he discover for the false
gods worshipped by all profane antiquity, that Lu-
cian has represented Jupiter destroying him with
a thunderbolt on account of his want of reverence
for him and the other divinities.

 He held that there was no vacuum or void in na-

ture, but that all was full, and that every body,
however small, was divisible ad infinitum ; so that,
were there an agent subtile enough to separate it
into a sufficient number of parts, the foot of a glow-
worm might be spread over a hundred thousand
million heavens, while the parts to be yet divided
would be inexhaustible, seeing that infinity of di-
visibility still remained.

He considered every body to be composed of
minute homogeneous particles ; that blood, for ex-
ample, was made up of minute particles of blood ;
the lymph of small particles of water; and so of
other things. This similitude of parts he called
Hoioiomeria.*

It is thus that Laertius explains the system of
Anaxagoras.

It was objected to this system that bodies must
necessarily be composed of heterogeneous particles,
since the bones of animals grow, without their ever
eating bones; that their nerves grow, though they
qm:, l?kr:’e]:n»;c:d Vo:h.lc:n::)mpletely expresses the idea, from
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never eat nerves; and that the quantity of their
blood increases, though they never drink blood.
To this objection Anaxagoras answered, that, in
truth, there was no body in the world made up of
perfectly homogeneous particles; that in herbs,
for example, there were flesh, blood, lymph, and
nerves, since we see that animals are nourished
by them; but that every body takes its name from
that ingredient of which the greatest quantity en-
ters into its composition. Thus, for instance, in
order that certain bodies might be denominated
trees, or herbs, it was enough that there should
enter into their composition a considerably greater
quantity of particles of wood or of herb than of*
any other thing, and that these particles of wood
j or herb should be arranged copiously on the sur-
faces of such bodies.

He believed the sun to be nothing more than a
mass of hot iron somewhat larger than the whole
of Peloponnesus ; that the moon was an opaque
body, habitable, and diversified by mountains and
valleys like the earth ; that comet$ were a collec.
tion of wandering stars, meeting by chance, and

. separating after a certain time; that the heat of
the sun, rarefying the air, was the cause of wind ;
that thunder was occasioned by the collision of"
clouds, and lightning by their simply rubbing against
one another ; that earthquakes were produced by
air confined in subterraneous caverns; and that
there was no other cause for the overflowing of the
Nile than the snows of Ethiopia, which, meltin
periodically, formed streams which discharge
themselves into the sources of that river.* ,

* Amid such & farrago of rl{gicnlouo conjeetures, it is gratify-
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Anaxagoras considered the air as the cause.of
the motions of the stars ; and to the objection that
was made of the retreat and return of the stars
between the tropics, he answered, “ that it was oc-
casioned by the pressure of the air, which, acting
like a spring, propelled and repelled them as they
arrived at a certain point. A

He held that the earth was a plane ; and that,
being the heaviest of all the elements, it occupied
the lowest part of the world; that the waters
which flow an its surface, being rarefied by the
heat of the sun, pass into vapour, which rises into
the middle regions of the air, and from thence falls:

“in rain.

In a clear night there appears in the sky a cer.
tain whiteness, disposed in the form of a circle,
which we call the milky way. Some of the an-
cients supposed it to be the road which served the
inferior deities to pass to the council of the great
Jupiter ; others, that it was the place to which the
souls of heroes winged their way after the dissolu.
tion of their bodies. ‘The hypothesis of Anaxago-
ras, as well as those of all the other ancient philos-
ophers, was ill-founded ; he supposed it to be mere=
ly the reflection of the sun, presenting such an ap-
pearance to us on account of there being between
the milky way and the earth no lucid body which
could eclipse this reflected light.*

ing to remark the coincidence of this last with the accounts of
modern travellers, it being now ascertained that the inundations
of the Nile are occasioned by the rains which fall in Ethiopia.—
* Vid. Rollin’s Ancient Hist., vol. i. Descript. of Egypt.
g'n't., art. 14Vl|'lc; and Bruce's Travels, or the extract in the life of
‘hales, p. 41. .
* The modern hypothesis concerning the milky way is, that
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> He held that the first animals were generated
¥y heat and moisture.

* A stone having fallen from the sky, Anaxagoras
immediately cqncluded that the sky was composed
df stones, which were kept in their places by the
welocity of the celestial vault ; but that, if this rapid
motion were for a moment retarded, the whole ma-
¢chine of the world would sink into ruins.

' He gave out one day that a stone was to fall
from the sun : it happened as he had-foretold; a
stone fell near the river ZFgos!

.~ Anaxagoras supposed that what was then solid
land would at some future time become sea, and
what was sea would become solid land.*

- *Being one day asked whether the sea would ever
ebver the mountains of Lampsacus, “ Yes,” he re-
plied, « provided time does not fail.”

. He placed the supreme good in contemplating

secrets of nature. For this reason, being once

asked the end of his coming into the world, he re-
plied, « To contemplate the sun, the moon, and the
other wonders of the universe.”

Being one day asked who was the happiest man
in the world, 4 None of those,” he replied, ¢ whom
you suppose to be happy men; nor will he ever be
found except in that rank which, in your estima
tion, consists only of the wretched.”

it consists of other suns illuminating other systems; but (to
speak in the language of natural philosophy) at an infinite dis-
tance, 80 as to elude all telescopical discoveries. .

* See the hypothesis of Anaxagoras, supported by laborious
induction, and decorated with all the charms of eloquence, in
the Count de Buffon’s Theory of the Earth, and La P ‘am;lv;::'d;
P Historie, par I Abbe Bazin, c.1. See likewise Hutton's
¢f the Earth, and Playfair's Illustrations of it.
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Hearing a man deplore that he must’ die in a
strange country,  What matters it " said Anaxag-
orasto him ; “ there is no place whence a road may
not be found to the other world.”

Information having been brought to him one day
of his son’s death, he received it with the greatest
composure. “I well knew,” said he, “that he
whom I had begotten was only a mortal ;” and
upon this he immediately went and buried him.

The reputation of Amaxagoras at Athens was
only temporary: he was impeached by the Athe.
nians, and publicly accused before the magistrates.
The grounds of his accusation are variously re-
lated ; but the most generally received opinion is,
that he was charged with impiety, for having dared
to maintain that the sun, which was adored as a
divinity, was nothing more thari a mass of hot iron,
Others say that, besides the imputation of impiety,
he was accused of treason. When intelligence was
brought to him that the Athenians had condemned
him to death, he replied, without the least emotion,
«It is long since nature has pronounced a like sen«
tence against themselves.” _

Pericles, who had been a scholar of his, and
who, on this occasion, warmly espoused his interest,
obtained a mitigation of this sentence, changing it
to banishment and a fine of five talents. Anax.
agoras supported his disgrace with magnanimity
and firmness, spending the time of his exile in
travelling into Egypt and other countries, that he
might converse with the learned, and become ac-
quainted with the manners of strangers. Having
satisfied his curiosity, he returned to Clazomens,
the place of his birth, where, seeing his estate in



ANAXAGORAS. 187

disorder and his interests ruined, he said, % Had
not my fortune been ruined, I should have been ru.
ined myself.” .

Anaxagoras had paid particular attention to the

education of Pericles, and greatly assisted him in
the administration of affairs. Pericles, however,
did not discover for his master all the gratitude
that he should, and was accused of having at last
somewhat neglected him.
.. Anaxagoras, seeing himself old, indigent, and
deserted, muffled himself up in his cloak, and re«
solved to die of hunger. Pericles being told of it,
seemed greatly afflicted : he instantly went in quest
of Anaxagoras, and earnestly entreated him to
change his resolution. He deplored the misfortune
of the state, which was about to lose so great a
man ; and his own, in being deprived of so faithful
a counsellor, Anaxagoras, in the agonies of death,
uncovered his face and said, “ O Pericles! those
who need a lamp take care to feed it with oil.”

Laertius relates that Anaxagoras died at Lamp.
sacus ; and that, as he was expiring, he was asked
by the chief men of the place whether he had any
orders to leave them. He requested them to give
the children a holyday every year, to keep up the
anniversary of his death. The custom was ob.
served for a long time. Anaxagoras died in the
eighty-eighth Olympiad, aged upward of seventys
two years. M2
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* DEMOCRITUS.

Trover some affirm that Democritus belonged
to Miletus, and that he was styled an Abderan only
in consequence of his having retired to Abdera,
yet it is the general opinion that this philosopher
was a native of that city, and that he was born
there in the third year of the 77th Olympiad.

He at first studied under some Magi and Chal-
deans, who had been left at his father’s house by
Xerxes, king of Persia, who had landed there when
on his way to make war against the Greeks ; and
from them he learned theology and astronomy. He
next put himself under the tuition of Leusippus,
Wwho taught him physics. So great was his passion
for study, that he used to spend whole days shut up
alone in a little cottage in the middle of a garden.
His father one day brought an ox for him to sacri-
fice, and bound it in a corner of his cottage ; bat
80 profound was the application of Democritus, that
he did not hear what was said to him, nor perceive
the ox fastened near him, till his father returned a
second time and roused him from his deep meditas
tion, pointing out to him the ox for sacrifice that
was at his side.

Having attended for a considerable time to the
instructions of Leusippus, Democritus, in order to
enjoy intercourse with the learned, and to store his
mind with every kind of elegant knowledge, re.
solved to travel into foreign countries. . Me divided
+ with his brothers the inheritance left Him by his
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father, and took for his own share all the ready
money, which, though the smallest portion, was
most convenient for the purposes of travelling and

" of making philosophical experiments.

Hauving thus settled his affairs, he went to Egypt,
where he learned geometry. From thence he
travelled into Ethiopia, Persia, and Chaldea, and
was at last induced to penetrate into India, to ac.
quire the knowledge possessed by the gymnosoph.
ists.

He was very desirous of being acquainted with
the learned, but did not wish to be himself known
to any of them. He is said to have been several
days at Athens, where he saw Socrates, without
ever introducing himself to him. It was, in short,
his aim to live in concealment; and that none
might discover where he was, he at times lodged
in caverns, and even in tombs. .

He appeared, however, at the court of King
Darius. As that prince was one day deploring
the death of the most beloved among his wives,
Democritus, to console him, promised to bring her
to life again, provided Darius would find in the
whole extent of his dominions three persons to
whom nothing disagreeable had ever happened, so

that he might engrave their names on the tomb of
the deceased queen. Throughout Asia, not one in-
dividual answering this description could be found.
From this, the philosopher took occasion to show
Darius that he was much in the wrong to abandon
himself to grief, since there was not in the whole
world a man wholly exempt from misfortune.

When Democritus returned to Abdera, he lived
very retived and in great poverty, having expended
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all his money in experiments and in travelling, se
that Damascus, his brother, was obliged to afford
him the means of subsistence.

There was a law by which those who had dissi-
pated their fortune were denied burial in the tombs
of their fathers. Democritus, being in this situa-
tion, and not wishing to afford his enemies any pre- .
tence for reproaching him, recited before all the

ple one of his works, entitled “ Diacosmos.”
his piece was so well received that he was not
only exempted from the penalty of the law, but
presented with five hundred talents, while statues
were erected in honour of him in the public places.

Democritus was always laughing. This con.
stant merriment arose from his meditations on hu.
man weakness and vanity, which gave rise to a
thousand chimerical designs in a world where, as
he believed, everything depended on chance and
a fortuitous concourse of atoms. Juvenal, alluding
to the city of Abdera, where the air was very thick
and the inhabitants very stupid, says, that the wis.
dom of this philosopher shows that it is possible for
great characters to arise even in those places where
the people are the dullest. The same poet states
that Democritus laughed equally at the sorrows
and the joys of mankind ; and he represents him as
possessed of a soul which nothing could move, and
one who kept fortune chained under his feet.

- The inhabitants of Abdera, seeing him always
laughing, considered him mad, and they according-
ly entreated Hippocrates to come and try to cure
him. He at first offered him-milk, which Democ.
ritus viewing attentively, said,  This is the milk
of a black goat which never yeaned but once.”
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It was actually so ; and Hippocrates was astonish«
ed how he could know it. He remained for some
time with him, and, seeing his great wisdom and
uncommon knowledge, he said it was the inhabi-
tants of Abdera who stood in need of hellebore, and
not the philosopher to whom they wished it to be
administered. Hippocrates returned from his visit
greatly surprised.

After his master Leusippus, Democritus believed
the first principles of all things to be atoms and a
vacuum ; that from nothing. nothing can be pro-
duced, and that there was not anything which could
ever be reduced to nothing ; that atoms were sub.
ject neither to corruption nor to change of any kind,
since their invincible hardness secured them from
every alteration. From these atoms, he said, an
infinite number of worlds were formed, each one
of which perished at the end of a certain time, but
that from its ruins another arose. ‘

He supposed the human soul to be the same as
the principle of life ; and that it, as well as the sun,
the moon, and the other planets, was formed of a
concourse of atoms ; that these atoms had a gyral
motion, which was the power that generated all
beings ; and, as this gyral motion was always uni-
form, he adopted the doctrine of fate, and believed
all things to be the effect of necessity.

Epicurus, who built on the same foundation as
Democritus, but would not admit necessity, was
obliged to invent the doctrine of inclination, of
which mention is magde in his life.

Democritus taught that the soul was diffused
through every part of the body, and that the reason
why we have sensation in all these parts is, that
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every atom of the soul has its corresponding atom
in the body.* '

Concerning the heavenly bodies, Democritus.
held that they move in free space, and not in con-
sequence of being attached to solid spheres; that
they have only one simple motion, which is towards
the west ; that they are all borne along by a rapid
vortex of fluid matter, of which the earth is the cen.
tre ; and that the velocity of these bodies is dimin.
ished in proportion to their nearness to the earth,
the violence of motion at the circumference de.
creasing in proportion as it approaches the centre.
Thus, said he, those which move most slowly to.
wards the west seem to move towards the east;
and, accordingly, while the fixed stars, moving
with greater velocity than the other stars, finish
their revolution in twenty-four hours, the sun, which
moves somewhat slower, takes up tweaty-four hours.
and some minutes; and the moon, which moves
with the least velocity of all, does not finish her
revolution in less than twenty-five hours; so that
she does not move, said he, towards the more east-
erly stars by her own proper motion, but is left be.
hind by the more westerly stars, which overtake
her again in thirty days.}

* It appears from this, as well as from many remains of anti-
quity, that, of whatever modern materialists may boast, they
have no claim to invention or discovery ; and, as Cicero says,
it was only Quisque pessimus qui hec credebat—only the basest
(whose interest it was that the soul should not survive the body,
to which tenet materialism naturally and evidently leads) that
maintained this doctrine.

t In these opinions we discover many glimmerings of true
science and much just thinking, notwithstanding the ignorance -
of the times on these topics. 1f Democritus advanced somewhat
b&ond his predecessors, he did much, and merits our admira-
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So great, it is said, was Democritus’s passion for
knowledge, that, in order to have it in his power to
devote himself wholly to study, he rendered him.
self blind that he might be unfit for any other em.
ployment. The method he used to effect this ob.
Ject was to expose to the sun.a plate of brass,
which, reflecting its rays upon his eyes, at last de-
prived him of sight.

Loaded with years, and now on the point of
death, Democritus perceived that his sister was
very sad, being afraid he should die before the fes-
tival of Ceres, and that her mourning-habit would
prevent her from assisting at the celebration of the
mysteries of that goddess., Democritus therefore
caused warm bread to be brought to him, the va-
pour of which kept up his natural warmth: when
the three days of the festival were finished, he re-
moved the bread and immediately expired. He
was then, according to the general opinion, a hun.
dred and nine years old.
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EMPEDOCLES.

ExrepocLes, who flourished abo:; the 84th
O iad, is generally supposed to have been a
dlz:lzll)e onytlg;goru. He was born at Agrigen
tum in Sicily, and his family was one of the most
considerable in the whole country.

He made extraordinary acquirements in medi.
cine, was a good orator, and applied himself to
everything connected with religion and the worship
of the gods. The Agrigentines paid him uncom-
mon veneration, and considered him as a man far
exalted above the rest of the human race. Lu-
cretius, after giving an account of the wonders he
bad seen in Sicily, says, that “ the inhabitants of
that country considered, that of all the circum.
stances which reflected glory on their island, the
most honourable was, that it had given birth to so
great a man as Empedocles, whose poems they re-
garded as oracles.”

Nor was this veneratxon without reason : several
incidents in his life have contributed to procure him
universal admiration. Some have suspected him
of using magic. Satirus relates that Gorgias of

the most distinguished of that
les, frequently said that he had
aided him in the practice of that
that Empedocles himself wished

: that he had some knowledge
: says to Gorgias that he would
secrets necessary to be under.
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stood in order to cure diseases of every kind, to
give youth to the aged, to raise wind, to calm tem-
pests, to produce rain, to cause heat, and, in fine,
to restore the dead to life, and bring back the souls
of the departed from the other world.

- The annual winds were one day blowing with
such violence, that the fruits of the earth were on
the eve of being irretrievably lost. Empedocles
caused several asses to be flayed, made bottles of
their skins, and placed them on the summits of the
mountains and hills: the winds, it is said, im-
. mediately fell, and all was tranquil,

- ‘He was strongly biased in favour of the doctrine
-of his master Pythagoras ; and, as the Pythagoreans
abhorred bloody victims, he, wishing one day to
sacrifice, made up an ox of honey and flour, and
offered it to the gods.

In the time of Empedocies Agrigentum was a
very large city, its inhabitants being computed at
800,000 ; and, by way of eminence, it was styled
the Great City. Luxury and refinement had risen
to the highest point ; so that, speaking of the Agri-
gentines, Empedocles used to say, “ That they en-
joyed themselves as if doomed to die to-morrow,
and built superb palaces as if destined to live for-
ever.” , ) )

He was far from seeking public station. The
sovereignty of Agrigeitum was several times offer-
ed to him, but he would never accept of it, always
preferring the repose of a private situation to the
splendour of public life and the embarrassments of
business. He was very zealous for liberty and a
popular form of government.

Ehnpedocles was onerdNay at a feast to which be
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had been invited ; when the time had arrived for
placing themselves at table, seeing no soup brought
in, and no one complaining of it, he was offended,
and requested that it might be served up immediate-
ly. His host begged him to have patience for a
little, as, said he, I am waiting for the chief minis-
ter of the senate, who is to be at the feast. When
this magistrate at length arrived, the host and all
the guests moved, to give him the most honourable
place; and he was immediately chosen king of the
feast. .

This personage could not refrain from showing
his imperious and tyrannicat disposition. He com-
manded all the guests to drink their wine pure, and
ordered that a full glass should be thrown in the
face of every one who refused to drink it in this
way. Empedocles said nothing at the time; but
the next day he assembled the people, and accused
both the host and the officer who had behaved so
despotically at the feast ; showing before them all
that such conduct was the beginning of tyranny,
being a violation of the laws and an attack upon
the general liberty. Both were immediately con-
demned and put to death.

Such was his credit in the state, that he succeed-
ed in dissolving the council of a thousand ; and, as
he favoured the people, he decreed that for the fu-
ture the magistrates should be changed at the end
of every three years, so that every man, in his
turn, might have a chance of bearing civil offices.

The senate was petitioned by Acro the physician
for a place to erect a monument in honour of his
father, who had been eminent in his profession, and
esteemed the ablest physician of his time. - Emped-
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ocles arose in the midst of the assembly and dis-
suaded the people from acceding to the request;
considering it inconsistent with that equality which
he wished to see rigidly maintained, so that no man
might rise superior to the rest ; for this equality he
believed to be the foundation of public liberty.*
The city of Selinus was "at a certain time deso-
lated by a plague, and the inhabitants reduced to a
miserable condition. Empedocles discovered that
the malady was occasioned by the corrupt state of
the river which supplied the city with water. He
turned the course of two small streams into this
river at his own expense, which corrected the
water, and the plague immediately ceased. The
peoplethereupon made a great feast,and Empedocles
appeared at Selinus on this occasion. The assem.
bled inhabitants even sacrificed to him, and paid
him divine honours, at which he was highly grati.

Empedocles admitted as first principles the four
elements of earth, water, air, and fire.

He held that between these elements there is a
principle of affinity which unites them, and a prin.
ciple of discord which separates them; that they
are in perpetual vicissitude, but that nothing ever
perishes ; that the present order of things had ex.

* To encourage the liberal arts is certainly not to invade the
mhe liberty, but is, on the contrary, the way to render that
rty valuable. The orators of Greece and Rome, accordingly,
when they wished to rouse the minds of their countrymen to
patriotic deeds and heroic valour, tovirtuous conduct or generous
emulation, called their attention to the images and statues of
their ancestors, as to marks of alpprobation stamged on superior
worth. The next paragraph will show that Empedocles sought
for himself what he refused to others,
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isted from eternity, and that it would forever re-
main.* -

He held that the sun was a great mass of fire ;
that the moon was a plate of the figure of a quoit ;
and that the sky was made of a kind of matter re-
sembling crystal. With respect to the soul, he
believed that it passed indifferently into bodies of
every sort ; and affirmed that be distinctly remem-
bered to have been a little girl, then a fish, afier-
ward a bird, and even a plant.t

Very different are the accounts given of the death
of this philosopher. The most common opinion is,
that, as he had a great desire to be considered a
god, and many were disposed to believe it, he re-
solved to sustain this high character to the last.
Accordingly, when he began to feel the pressure
of age, he sought te finish his days in a way that
should seem miraculous.

Having cured an old woman of Agrigentum na-
med Pantea, who had been given up by all the phy-
sicians and was seemingly on the point of death,
he prepared a'solemn sacrifice, to which he invited

+ This false conclusion is derived from the unwarranted as-
sumption, ez nikilo nikil fit,  from nothing nothing can be pro-
duced.” But, while we carefully mark the errors of the ancients,
let us not despise their attempts to acquire knowledge. Revela-
tion discovers to us more worthy notions of the Deity ; but this
is occasion for gratitude, not for pride.

t The doctrine of Metempsychosis, or the transmigration of
the soul, was held by Pythagoras, the master of Empedocles :
P{thagoru, it would seem from Cicero, had learned the immor-
tality of the soul from Pherecydes. (7usc. Disput., lib. i., 16.)
‘The admissiop of the additional doctrine of transmigration seems
to have had a wonderful effect on the memory ; but every one
who has not received this doctrine will doubtless a with
Cicero, that he can remember nothing of his existence before he
was born.—Vid. Cic., Tusc. Disput.,i., 7.
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above eighty persons; and, to make all suppose
that he had vanished, when the festival was finished,
and every one had retired to repose under the
trees, or wherever convenience pointed out a re-
treat, Empedocles, without giving any hint of his
design, ascended to. the top of Mount AEtna and
threw himself into the midst of the flames. = Hence
Horace, speaking of his death, says:
Deus immortalis haberi
Dum cupit Empedocles, ardentem frigidus Ainam

| Insiuite

Empedocles was always very grave, and wore
his hair long, with a crown of laurel on his head.
He never walked in the streets without having a
great number of persons to attend him ; all whom
_ he met he impressed with reverence, and every one
deemed himself fortunate to meet him. He con-
stantly wore brazen sandals on his feet, and when
he threw himself into the flames of tna the vio-
lence of the fire threw back one of his sandals,
which was afterward found; and thus discovered
the cheat; so that Empedocles, instead of passing
for a god, was exposed to the world as an arrant
impostor. ‘

Among other estimable qualities which he pos.
sessed, he was a good citizen, and very disinterest-
ed. After the death of his father Meto, attempts
were made by some one to usurp the tyranny at
Agrigentum. Empedocles quickly assembled the
people, quelled the sedition, and kept the matter

* Mr. Brydone saw on the top of Mount Ztna the ruins of a
structure still known by the name of Il torre del Filosofo, * the
philosopher’s tower.”—. i 's Tour, vol. i., let. x.

2
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from proceeding any farther; and, as a proof of
his love of equality, shared all his effects with those
who had less than himself.

The Agrigentines erected a statue in honour of
him, and retained great veneration for his memory.
This philosopher flourished about the 84th Olym-
piad. He died old, but precisely at what age is
not known. )
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SOCRATES.

SocraTEs, who, by the consent of all antiquity,
has been considered as the most,virtuous and en-
lightened of pagan philosophers, was a citizen of
Acthens,* and belonged to the town of Alopece.

He was born in the fourth year of the 77th
Olympiad ; his father, Sophroniscus, was a sculp.
tor, and his mother, Phanarete, a midwife.

He, first studied philosophy under Anaxagoras,
and next under Archelaus;t but, finding that all
these vain speculations concerning natural objects}
served no useful purpose, and had no influence in
rendering the philosopher a better man, he devoted
himself to the study of ethics, and, as Cicero, in the
third book of his Tusculan Questions, observes, he
may be said to be the founder of moral philosophy
among the Greeks. In the first book, speaking of
him still more particularly and more at large, he
thus expresses himself: “It is my opinion (and it

* Athens here implies the state of Athens; that is, the city
with the adjacent country.

+ Of this Archelaus little is known. We are told by Dioge-
nes Laertius that he first introduced natural philosophy from
Ionia into Atheps, that he was the disciple of Anaxagoras and
the master of Socrates, and that he was called the natural phi.
losopher (¢voixos), because with him physics ceased to be an ex-
clusive study, in eonsequence of Socrates having introduced the
study of ethics. .

1 The state of physics at that time seemed to justify the con-
duct of Socrates. But the useful and sublime discoveries since
made in mechanical philosophy, astrénomy, navigation, &c., af-
ford the strongest encouragement to the human mind to perse
wvere in scientific research,
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is an opinion in which all are agreed) that Socra-
tes was the first who, calling -off the attention of
philosophy from the investigation of secrets which
nature has concealed. (but to which alone all pre-
ceding philosophers had devoted themselves), en-
gaged her in those things which concern the duties
of common life. His object was to ascertain the
nature of virtue and vice, and to point out the char-
acteristics of good and evil, asserting that the in-
vestigation of the celestial phenomena was a sub-
ject far above the reach of our powers, and that,
even were it more within the compass of our fac-
ulties, it could have no influence in regulating our
conduct.”

That part of philosophy, then, whose province
is the cultivation of morals, and which embraces
every-period and condition of life, he made his ex.
clusive study. This new mode of philosophizing
was the better received, as he who was its founder,
fulfilling with the most scrupulous care all the
duties of a good citizen, whether in peace or in
war,henforoed by example the precepts which he
taught,

Of all the philosophers that have acquired celeb-
rity, he (as I‘:ucian in his dialogue of the Parasite
remarks) was the only one who ever subjected
himself to the hardships of war. He served two
campaigns, in both of which, though unsuccessful,
he exhibited a manly courage. In the one he sa-
ved the life of Xenophon, who, in retreating, had
fallen from his horse, and would have been killed
by the enemy had not Socrates, taking him on his
shoulders, removed him out of danger, carrying
him several furlongs, till at length his horse, which

bt
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had run away, was brought back to him. -This
circumstance is related by Strabo.

In his other campaign, the Athenians having
been entirely defeated and put to flight, Socrates
was the last to retreat, and showed so stern an
aspect, that the pursuers, seeing him every moment
readyto turn upon them,had not courage to attack
him. This account is given by Athenwus.

After these two expeditions Socrates never set
foot out of Athens. In this his conduct was very
different from that of the other philosophers, who
all devoted a portion of their life to travelling, that
by intercourse with the learned of other countries
they might increase their stock of knowledge. But
as the philosophy to which Socrates confined him.
self lec{] him to use every effort to’ know himself
rather than burden his mind with facts which have
no influence on moral conduct, he considered it his
duty to dispense with travelling, in which nothing
valuable was to be learned which he might not ac-
quire at Athens among his own countrymen, for
whose reformation, besides, he thought he was

bound to labour or that of strangers.
And as moral 1 a science which is
better taught b; m precept, he laid it

down as a rule suicty to rollow and practise all
that right reason and the most rigid virtue could
demand of him.

In compliance with this maxim, having been
elected one of the senators of the city, and taken
an oath to give his opinion “ according to the laws,”
he peremptorily refused to subscribe to a sentence
by; which thépeople, in opposition to the laws, had
candemned nine officers to death ; and, though they
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took offence at it, and some of the most powesful
even threw out severe menaces against him, he
firmly adbered to his resolution, considering it in-
consistent with the principles of virtve or honour
that be should act contrary to his oath merely to
please the multitude. Except on this single occa-
sion, we have no information that he ever acted in
a civil capacity ; but, insulated as the case was, he
acquired such reputation by it for probity and the
other virtues, that he was more respected by the
Athenians than the magistrates themselves.

He was very careful of his person, and blamed
those who paid no attention to their appearance, or
who affected exterior neglifeuce; being himself
always neat, dressed in a decent, becoming man-
per, and observing a just medium between what
might seem coarse and rustic, and what savoured
of pride and effeminacy. )

hough furnished with few of the blessings of
fortune, he always maintained perfect disinterest.
edness, by refusing to receive any remuneration
from those who attended on his instructions ; and
by so doing he condemned the practice of the other
philosophers, whose custom it was to sell their les-
sons, and to tax their scholars higher or lower, ac-
cording to the degree of reputation they had them-
selves acquired. : .

Thus Socrates, as Xenophon relates, used to say
that he could not conceive how a man whose ob-
ject it was to teach virtue should think of turni
it to gain; as if to form a virtuous character, ;ng
to make of his pupil an affectionate friend, were
not the richest advantages and the most solid profit

with which his cares could be rewarded. .
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It was in consequence of this disinterestedness
that a sophist named Antiphon, wishing to depre-
ciate the morality which he had no inclination to
practise, said to Socrates one day, “ You are in
the right net to receive any emolument from those
to whom you address your instructions ; for by this
you show yourself to be really an honest man.
But,” added the sophist, “ were you to sell your
house, your clothes, or any of your furniture, so far
from giving them for nothing or for little, you would
endeavour to get their highest value, nor would
you part with them a farthing under it; but, con-
vinced as you are that you know nothing,* and,
consequently, that you-are not in a condition to
instruct othexs, you are inclined to act conscien.
tiously in not exacting payment for what you can.
not impart : in this you rather deserve the praise .
of honesty than of disinterestedness.”

But Socrates found it easy to confound him by
showing that there are things which may be done
handsomely or unhandsomely ; and that to make a
present of some of the fruits of his garden to a
friend and to sell them to him were two very differ-
ent things.

It must be remarked farther that Socrates kept
no class, as did the other philosophers, who had a
fixed place where their scholars assembled, and
where lectures were delivered to them at stated
hours. Socrates’s manner of philosophizing con-
sisted simply in conversing with those who chanced

* Alluding, probably, to the modest saying of Socrates, who,
upon being told that he had been pronounced by the oracle of
Apollo the wisest of men, answered, “ That it must have been
because he was sensible that he knew nothing.” -
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to be where he was, without any regard to time or
lace. :

P One of the principal charges brought against him
by Melitus was that, instead of acknowledging for
gods those that were esteemed such at Athens, he
had introduced into that city new deities. Never
was accusation more calumnious and ill founded.
The rule which Socrates prescribed to himself on
this head, and which he recommended to others
who asked his advice, was to act agreeably to the -
oraele of Apollo at Delphi ; which, when consulted
on the manner in which it was proper to honour
the gods, replied, that every one should in this par-
ticular conform to the customs and ceremonies ob-
served in his country. ,

This was what Soorates did. He presented ob-
lations and offered sacrifices of the little he hadj
and, though these were not costly, he thought his
religious observances as favourably rega.rdged by
the gods as those of the rich who made more pre-
cious offerings, since his own were proportioned to
his ability ; and he could not persuade himself that
the gods looked with more complacency upon cost.
ly than upon less expensive sacrifices. On the
contrary, his opinion was, that there was nothing
so agreeable to the gods as veneration from the

Nothing can be more simple, and, at the same
time, nothing more pious, than the prayer which he
was accustomed to prefer to the gods. He suppli-
cated them for nothing in particular, but besought
them to confer on him such things as they them-
selves deemed most for his advantage and real
good : “For,” said he, “to ask for riches and hon.
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ours is as much as to pray for an opportunity of

giving battle to an enemy or of playing at dice, -
without knowing the issue either of the battle or of

the game.” o

So far was he from dissuading those who were re.
ligiously inclined from the worship of the gods, that
he made ita duty to urge the irreligious toit. Xeno-
phon relates the method he employed to inspire with
piety one Aristodemus, who not only paid no respect
to the gods himself, but even mocked those who sac-
rificed to them.* When we read in Xenophon all
that Socrates said on this occasion concerning the
providence of the gods over man, we are surprised
that one whose whole life was spent in the midst of
paganism-should have had such sound and just no-
‘tions of the Divinity. :

He was always poor ; but so contented in his pov.
erty, that though to be rich was at any moment with.
in his reach, by receiving the presents his friends
and scholars urged him to accept, he always refused
them, to the great displeasure of his wife, who had
no relish for carrying philosophy to such a height.
In regard . to food and clothing, so simple was his
manner of life, that Antiphon the sophist, of whom
we have already spoken, sometimes reproached
him, by saying that he had not a slave so miserable
as would be contented with it: “For,” said he,

* This conversation, which is certainly one of the most ex-
quisite remains of antiquity, is contained in Xenophon’s Memo-
rabilia of Socrates, lib. i., cap. 4. And it is remarkable that he

of the Divinity, for the most part, in the singular namber,
as I'voun, Intelligence, O Ocos, God, &c. ; for Socrates believ
in one Supreme Being, to whom all the other gods were subject,
and that the latter deserved our regard only as the instruments
employed by the Deity in confearing his favours upon us.
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« your food is disgustingly mean ; besides, not only
are you always very poorly dressed, but, winter or
summer, you have the same robe, and never any-
thing above it; and with this, you on all occasions
go barefoot.”

Socrates, however, proved to him that he was
greatly mistaken if he thought that happiness de-
pended on- wealth or finery ; and that, poor as he
might seem to him, he was, in fact, happier than he.
«] consider,” said he, “ that as to want nothing is
the exclusive prerogative of the gods, so the fewer
wants a man has the nearer he approaches to the
condition of the gods.”

It was impossible that virtue so pure as that of
Socrates should excite no admiration, especially in
such a city as Athens, where that example must
have appeared very extraordinary ; for even-those
persons who do not follow virtue themselves can-
not refrain from doing justice to those who -do.
Thus Socrates soon gained the universal esteem of
his fellow-citizens, and attracted to him scholars of
every age, by whom the advantages of listening to
his instruction, and of conversing with him, were
preferred to the most agreeable amusements or the
most fascinating pleasures.

What rendered the manner of Socrates peculiar.
ly engaging was, that though, in regard to himself,
he practised the most rigid severity, yet to others
he was in the highest degree gentle and complaisant.
'The first principle with which he wished to inspire
his youthful auditors was piety, or reverence for the
gods ; he then sought to allure them as much as
possible to observe temperance and to avoid volup.
tuousness, representing to them how the latter de.
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prives a man of liberty, the richest treasure he can
possess.

His manner of treating the subject of morals
was the more insinuating, as he always conducted
it in the way of conversation, and withotit any ap-
parent method. He proposed no particular point
for discussion, but took up that which chance at
any time presented. Like one who himself wished
for information, he first put a question, and then,
profiting by the concessions of his respondent,
brought him to an admission subversive of what in
the beginning of the debate he had considered as a
first principle.

He spent a part of every day in conversations of
this kind on morals. These conversations were
free to-all, and, according to Xenophon, none de-
parted from them without being made a better man.*

Though Socrates has left us nothing in writing,
§at by what we find in the works of Plato and

enophon it is easy to judge both of the principles
of his ethical system and of the mode in which
he taught them. The uniformity observable in the
accounts transmitted by these two scholars of Soc-
rates (especially in regard to his manner of dispu-
ting) is a certain proof of the method which he
pursued. ‘

In regard to his principles, we are unable to de-
cide with the same precision, particularly so far as

_* Doubtless Fenelon nere uses too great a 1atituae of expres-
sion. Xenophon informs us that Socrates’s death was occasioned
by hisown pupils ; and had he effected all thatis here attributed
to him, the character of the Athenians must have been improved

tly beyond what fact compels us to believe it ever was.
ut we know that from a greater than Socrates many went away ;
and because he condémned their vices walked no more with Afm.
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Plato is concerned, for he sometimes blends his
own doctrines with those of his master, as Socrates
one day, on reading his dialogue of Lysis, tald him.
But Xenophon, we have reason to believe, was
more faititful ; forin what he relates of certain por-
tions of a conversation between Socrates and an=
other speaker, he declares that he performs the
duty of an historian, who states only what he has
heard.

It is difficult to conceive how a person who ex-
horted all.men to honour the gods, and who faught
the young to avoid and abandon every vice, should
himself be condemned to death for impiety against
the gods acknowledged at Athens, and as a corrupt.
or of its youth, Such, however, was: the case.
This infamously unjust proceeding took place in a
time of disorder, and under the seditjous govern-
ment of the thirty tyrants. The occasion of it was
as follows : .

Critias, the most powerful of these tyrants,: had,
as well as Alcibiades, been formerly a disciple of
Socrates; but, becoming weary of a philosophy
the maxims of which would not yield to their am.
bition and intemperance, they both at length totally
abandoned it, and Critias became the most invet.
erate enemy of his master. This we are to as.
cribe to the firmness with which Socrates re.-
proached him for a certain shameful vice, and to
the means by which he endeavoured to prevent
him from indulging it. Hence it was that Critias,
after becoming one of the thirty tyrants, had no-
thing more strongly at heart than the destruction
of Socrates, who, besides, nqt being able to brook
their oppression, was wont to speak against them
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with the greatest freedom. Thus, seeing them
putting to death the most distinguished citizens,
he could not refrain from observing, in a company
where he was, that if he to whom the care of cattle
had been committed exhibited them every day lean.
er and fewer in number, it would be strange if he
should not himself confess that he was a bad herds-
man.

Critias and Charicles, two of the most powerful
of these tyrants, feeling the weight of the allusion
fall upon themselves, thereupon enacted that no one
should teach the art of reasoning at Athens. Al-
though Socrates had never professed that art, it
was eagy to perceive that he was the person aimed
at, and that in this way it was intended to deprive
him of the liberty of conversing on moral subjects,
as he had been accustomed to do, with those who
resorted to him. ,

That he might have a certain knowledge of the
design of this law, he went to the authors of it ; but
as he embarrassed them by the subtilty of his ques.
tions, they plainly told him that they forbade him
from entering into conversation with young people,
Upon being asked how far he should consider the
age of young people as extending, they declared
that under the epithet young they meant to com.
prehend all under thirty years old. «But,” said
Socrates, “ shall I not answer if one chance to ask -
me, Where is Charicles, or Where is Critias {”
«You may,” replied Charicles. ¢ But,” added Cri.
tias, “ you are in particular forbidden to address
yourself to knots of artisans, whose ears you weary
with your discourses.” ¢ Suppose, however,” re.
plied Socrates,  that a.l(:)y ;ttending me should ask,
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What is piety? What is justice?” “ Doubtless,”
exclaimeg Charicles, “ and instruct herdsmen, also,
urging them to take particular care not to dimin.
ish the number of their cattle.” This hint was
sufficient to inform Socrates what he had to fear
from these men; and that the comparison of the
herdsman had in the highest degree offended them.

But as Socrates’s reputation was so great that to
attack him openly and bring direct accusation
against him would draw upon them universal odi-
um, it was thought expedient to begin by discredit-
ing him in the public estimation. This was at-
tempted to be accomplished by.a comedy of Aris-
tophanes entitled  The Clouds,” in which the phi-
losopher was represented as teaching the art of
making that which is just to appear unjust.

This comedy having unfortunately had its intend-
ed effect by the ridicule it cast upon Socrates, Me-
litus now brought forward a capital charge against
him. In this it 'was alleged, in the first place, that
he did not honour the gods acknowledged as such
at Athens, and was attempting to introduce new
ones ; and, secondly, that he corrupted the youth,
teaching them mot to respect their parents or the
magistrates. The accuser required that for these
two crimes he should be condemned to death.

Incensed as the tyrants were against Socrates
(and especially Critias and Charicles), it is never-
theless certain that they would have been reluctant
to condemn him had he availed himself in the least
of the favourable circumstances in his case. But
the intrepidity with which he listened to the aceun.
sation, his refusal even to pay a fine, as that would
have been to acknowledge himself in some degree
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culpable, and especially the firmness with which he
addressed the judges, when called upon by them to
state what punishment he thought he deserved,
greatly increased their rage against him ; for, con.
fident of his integrity, he replied “that he thought
he deserved to be maintained at the, public expense
during the remainder of his life.” This whetted
anew the resentment of the tyrants, who caused
him forthwith to be condemned to death.

Lysias, a very eloquent philosopher, had com.
posed an apologetical address for Socrates to de-
liver before the judges when summoned to appear
before them. Having heard it, Socrates admitted
that it was very good, but returned it, saying it did
not suit him: ¢But why,” exclaimed Lysias,
¢ does it not suit you, if you think it'good 7’ «O,
my friend !”” replied Socrates, “ may there not be
shoes and different articles of dress very good in
themselves, and yet not at all suitable for me 1”

The fact is, though the discourse was very fine
and pewerfully written, yet the manner in which
it was conducted did not suit the uprightness and
candour of Socrates.

After his condemnation to death Socrates was
committed to prison, where, some days after, he
was made to drink the fatal hemlock, this being
the ordinary instrument of death then employed by
the Athenians for persons convicted of capital
crimes.

According to Diogenes Laertius, Socrates was
twice married ; but we know nothing except of
one of these wives, the famous Xantippe, by whom
he had a son named Tamprocles. ﬁeanti pe has
made herself famous by her ill-humour, n.mf by the



164 ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS.

exercise she afforded to the patience of Socrates :
he married her, he said, from a persuasion that if
he were able to bear with her bad temper, there
could be nothing which he might not support.

Socrates pretended that he had a guardian ge-
nius, by whose secret inspiration he was on certain
occasions directed. This is mentioned by Plato,
Xenophon, and other ancient authors; and Plu-
tarch, Apuleeus, and Maximus Tyrius have each
written a book professedly on the genius or deemon
of Socrates.

He died in the first year of the 95th Olympiad,
aged 70 years.
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PLATO.

PrATo, the sublimity of whose doctrines has pro-
cured for him the appellation of The Divine, was
born in the first year of the 88th Olympiad. He
was of one of the most illustrious families in Ath.
ens, being by his father, whose name was Aristo,
descended from Codrus, and by his m®ther, Peric-
tione, from Solon. . . C

His name at first was Aristocles ; but, being tall
and robust, and especially as he had a large fore-
head and broad shoulders, he was subsequently
surnamed Plato,* by which he was ever after dis-
tinguished.

1t is said that, when an infant in the cradle, bees
distilled honey on his lips, which was considered
a presage of that wonderful eloquence by which
Ite afterward distinguished himself above all the
Greeks.

‘During his youth poetry was his favourite study,
and he then composed two tragedies and several
elegies, all of which, after he had resolved to de.
vote himself to philosophy, he threw into the fire.

When his father presented him to Socrates to
form his mind, he was twenty years of age. The

night prior to this, Socrates, it is said, had a dream,
in which he seemed to have in his bosom a young
swan, which, as soon as the feathers came upon it,
displayed its wings, and, singing with inexpressible

* Itharwy, broad, being derived from sAarvs.
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sweetness, with intrepid flight raised itself to the
highest regions of the air. That philosopher did
not doubt that it referred to Plato, to whom he ac-
cordingly applied it, considering it as a prognostic
of the boundless fame his pupil was destined one
day to enjoy.’

He adhered inviolably to Socrates so long as the
latter lived, but after his death he attached himself
to Cratylus, who followed the opinions of Heracli-
tus, and to Hermogenes, who entertained those of
Parmenides.® .

At the age of twenty-eight, with the other fol-
lowers of Socrates, he went to Megara to .study
under Euclid ;T afterward he spent some time at
Cyrene, where he studied mathematics under The-
odorus ; and from that place he passed into Italy,
to hear the lectures of Philolaus, Archytas of Ta.
rentum, and Euritus, the three famous Pythagore-
ans of that period. Not contented with all he
could learn from these great masters, he travelled
into Egypt to receive the instructions of the doce
tors and priests of that country, and he had even
formed the design of visiting India, but was pre-
vented by the wars by which Asia was convulsed
at that time.

Upon his return to Athens} after his travels, he

* Parmenides flourished about the 99th Olympiad. Plato
testified his regard for him by inscribing his dialogue concerning
Ideas with his name.—Vide Diog. Laert.

+ This was a step dictated by prudence ; for, if vengeance had
burst on the head of the venerable Socrates, how much more
might it on his followers?— Vid. Rollin, Anc. Hist., vol iii.,
book ix., c. 4, § 7.

1 Things had now taken a turn at Athens: “ Melitus was
condemned to die, and the rest of Socrates’ enemies banished ;
Plutarch observes that all those who had any share in this black
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sottled in a quarter called the Academy, an un.
wholesome spot, which he purposely chose on ac-
count of a corpulent habit of body which he wished
to correct. The remedy had the desired effect,
for he was there attacked by a quartan ague, which
he did not get rid of for a year and a half; but by
temperance and proper regimen he managed at
length to overcome the disease, which left him
with confirmed health and an invigorated consti

casions he served as a sol-
secondly at Corinth, and
his party was victorious.
es in’Sicily. In the first
to visit that island out of
t examine the volcano of
hen forty years of age, and
on this occasion he appeared at the court of Dio-
nysius the elder, then tyrant of Sicily, who had
expressed a desire to see him, :
- The freedom with which Plato .spoke against
tyranny would have cost him his life, had it not
been for the good offices of Dion and Aristomenes.
Dionysius nevertheless put him into the hands of
Polides, the Lacedemonian ambassador, directing
him to sell him for aslave ; and he was accordingly
sent to Agina and there sold. There was at Agi-
na a law by which all Athenians were prohibited,

calumny (against Socrates) were held in such abomination
among the citizens that no one would give them fire, answer
them any question, or go into the same bath with them ; and
that they had the places cleansed where they had bathed, lest
they should be polluted by touching it, which drove them to
such despair that many of them killed themselves.” — Rollin,
as above .
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on pain of death, from coming into that island
Under pretence, therefore, of enforcing this law,
one Charmander demanded that its penalty should
be inflicted on Plato ; but some one alleging that
the law was made against men and not against
philosophers, it was thought expedient to profit by
the distinction, and, instead of putting him to death,
to sell him. Happily for him, Anniceris of Cy-
rene, who was then at Zgina, bought him for twen-
ty mine,* sent him back to Athens, and thus re-
stored him to his friends. ;

Polides the Lacedemonian, who had first sold
Plato, was defeated by Chabrias, and afterward
perished at sea, as a punishment for his treatment
of the philosopher ; and this, it was said, a demon
distinctly declared to him.-

Dionysius being informed that Plato had returned



PLATO. 169

ished Dion, and continued to exercise the same
despotism that his father had, after a stay of four
months he returned to Athens, notwithstanding
that Dionysius paid him every attention, and ex.
erted himself to the utmost to detain him,

But he visited Syracuse a third time, and again
urged Dionysius to permit the return of Dion, and
to divest-himself of the despotic power ; which the
tyrant, after granting his request, failing to carry
into effect, he reproached him with breaking his
word, and irritated him to 'such a degree as to en.
danger his own life, which he might &ven have lost
had not Archytas of Tarentum sent an ambassador
with a ship, for the express purpose of demanding
that he should be permitted to depart, when Dionys-
ius not only gave his consent, but furnished the
vessel with all necessary provisions for the voyage.

Plato now set off for Athens, with the determina-
tion never again 1o leave it. Qn his‘arrival there
he was received with uncommon marks of distinc-
tion, and strongly urged to take a share in the gov.

»nsidering it impossible
by holding office amid
anners which then pre.

onger proof of the high
is held by the Gree
ympic games. He was
scended from heaven;
of Greece, though ever
es, and drawn together
from every quarter by their magnificence on this
occasion, left the chariot.races and the combats of
the Athlets, to pay theli’t undivided attention to
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l‘lﬂo,ndtoexpm- the pleasure which they folt

at seeing a man of whom they bad heard so many
wonderfal

He spent his life in celibacy, observed the strict-

est decorum, and never transgressed the laws of

continence. Such was his self-command, that even

in his youth he was never observed to langh im-

moderately ; and so completely had he the mastery

overhis ions, that he was never seen to be

with this last is the account

venmofa onngmnwbohdbeenbrougb wp

Ely him : this yomh baving been afierward taken

home by his parents, was one day surprised at

seeing his father in a rage, when he could not re-

frain from remarking “ that he had never seen any-

thing like this in the house of Plato.” On one oc-

casion, however, he was slightly irritated against a
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rates of Chalcedon, and the celebrated Aristotle.
It is alleged that Theophrastus also was among
the number of his auditors, and that Demosthenes
always considered him as his master. This last,
indeed, having taken sanctuary to save himself
from Antipater, when Archias, whom Antipater
had sent to seize him, promised him his life to in-
duce him to leave his asylum, replied, « Forbid it,
Heaven ! that after hearing Xenocrates and Plato
on the immortality of the soul, I should prefer a
shameful life to an honourable death.” ‘

Two women, likewise, have been reckoned
among the number of his disciples: the one was
Lasthenia of Mantinea, and the other Axiothea of
Phlysia, both of whom were accustomed to dress
like men, as being more suited to the dignity of
philosophy, which they professed.

So highly did he value geometry, and so essential
did he seem it to philosophy, that he caused this
inscription to be written over the entrance to the
Academy, “ Let no one enter here who is not ac-
quainted with geomegy.” :

All the works of Plato, except his letters, of
which twelve only are now extant, are in the form
of dialogues. These dialogues may be divided into
three kinds : those in which he refutes the sophists ;
those designed for the instruction of youth; and,
lastly, those adapted to persons of mature age.
There is still another distinction to be made in re-
gard to these dialogues. All that Plato says in his
own character, either in his Letters, his Books of
Laws, or in his Epinomis, he delivers as his own
real and proper sentiments ; but what he advances
underborgowed names, as that of Socrates, Timeeus,
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Parmenides, or Zeno, he gives as probable only,
without positively affirming its truth.

What is said in the character of Socrates, how-

ever, in these dialogues, though quite in the style
and manner adopted by Socrates in disputation, we
are not always to consider as being actually the
sentiments of that philosopher ; since Socrates him-
self,. on reading the dialogue entitled Lysis on
Friendship, which Plato had written while his mas-
ter was alive, could not help charging him with
misrepresentation, by exclaiming, “ Immortal gods !
how many things this young man has made me
say of which I never so much as thought !”
" The style of Plato, in the opinion of Aristotle his
scholar, kept a mean distance, so to speak, between
the elevation of poetry and the simplicity of prose.
So admirable was it in the estimption of Cicero,
that he does not hesitate to say that, were Jupiter
to converse in the language of men, he would ex-
press himself precisely in Plato’s phrase. Panze.
tius used to style him the Homer of philosophers,
which coincides very muchy with the judgment
afterward passed on him by Quintilian, who calls
him divine and Homeric. .

He formed a system of doctrines composed of
the opinions of three philosophers. In relation to
physics, or the sciences which have regard to sen-
sible objects, he adopted the sentiments of Heracli-
tus. In metaphysics, or what belongs exclusively
to the intellect, he took: Pythagoras for his guide.

In politics and morals he considered Socrates to be
superior to all others, and followed him implicitly
as his model. Cy

.Plato (as Plutarch relates in chap. iii., book-i.,
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On the Opinions of Philosophers) admitted three
first principles, God, matter, and ideas : God, as
the universal intelligence ; matter, as the substratum
or first requisite in generation and corruption;
ideas, as incorporeal substances, resident in the
Divine mind.

He indeed acknowledged the world to be the
creation of God, bat did not by that understend
creation in its strict and proper sense ; for he sup-
posed . that God ‘had only formed or built it, so to
speak, out of matter which had eternally pre-exist-
ed ; so that this God is a creator in so fur only as
he has destroyed chaos, and given form to brute,
inactive rgatter, as architects and masons, by cutting
and fashioning stones, and arranging them in a
certain order, may be called the makers or builders
of a house.*

It has always been supposed that Plato had some
knowledge of the true God, obtained either from
his own reasoning or from the writings of the
Hebrews, to which he might have had access;t

* None of the ancient heathen Fhilosophers entertained any
sublimer notions of the Deity, or of creation. That from notllinﬁ
nothing can be produced, was received as an axiom which it woul
have been madness to dispute ; and estimating the power of the
Divinity by their own, they were in a great measure ignorant of
both. Revelation, on the other hand, represents the Deity as
calling existence out of nothing, and creating, in its proper sense,
the heaven and the earth by the word of his power. This is an
idea which greatly transcends all that heathen poets ever sung,
or heathen philosophers evet taught. Longinus, who had seen
the Scriptures, declares that the most subliine expression ever
uttered was that of the Jewish lawgiver: * God said let there
be light, and there was light.”

+ Some parts of the Septuagint version of the Old Testament
in Greek might have been seen by Plato while in Egypt, thou
it was not completed till at least seventy years after his death,
for it is most probable that tll:’ia version was the production of

2
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but it must at the same time be admitted, that Plato
is one, of those philosophers of whom Paul s,

when he says, “ Knowing God, they .glorified him
not as God, but indulged the vanitv of their own
imaginations.”™ .

In fact, he acknowledges in his Epinomis three
distinct orders of gods: superior, inferior, and in-
termediate. The superior-gods, according to him,
inhabit the heavens ; and by the excellence of their
nature, and by the place in which they reside, they
are so far exalted above us, that, except. through
the intervention of the intermediate divinities in.
habitinF the air, whom he styles deemons, mankind
can hold no intercourse with them. o

These deemons the superior gods commission as
their ministers to the human race. They carry
the commands of the gods to men; and to the
gods, the offerings and vows that are paid them by
men. Each one has his own department in the
government of the world : they preside over oracles
and divinations, and are the authors of all the
miracles which are performed, and of all the prodi-
gies which happen.

There is reason to believe that Plato’s notions
of the second order of gods were founded on what
is said of angels in Scripture, of which it would ap.
pear he had some knowledge. But, besides these,
different and considerablﬁ distant periods, and that it was finish-
ed and collected under the patronage of Ptolemy Philadeiphus,
about A.M. 3727, or 276 years before Christ. (See Stackhouse,
Hist. of Bible, vol.i.; Apparat., p. 87; Rollin, Anc. Hist., and
Bos. edit. of LXX. proleg.) At the same time, the advocates of
Divine revelation have very little temptation to claim the doc-
trines of Plato as being peculiar to the Scriptures. See Shuck-

Jord's Connections, vol. 1, pref.
* Rom., i., 21. ‘We give Fenelon’s translation of this passage.
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be has a third order of gods, inferior to the second ;
and these he places in rivers. He contents him-
self with giving to them the title of demi-gods, and
assigns to them the power of sending dreams and
of performing wonders, like the intermediate gods.
He says, also, that the elements and all parts of
the universe are full of these divinities, who, he
asserts, sometimes appear to us, and then suddenly
vanish from our view. We' have here, probably,
the origin of sylphs, salamanders, the elves (on-
dains), and the gnomes of the Cabala.*

Plato taught also the doctrine of Metempsychg-
sis, which he had borrowed from Pythagoras and
adapted to his own system, as may be seen in his
gig.logues entitled Pheedon, Pheedrus, and Timeeus,

Though Plato has composed an excellent dia.
logue on the immortality of the soul, yet he has
fallen into grogs errors on this subject, not only in
relation to the substance of the soul, which he rep.
resents as being composed of two parts, the one
spiritual, the other corporeal, but in regard to its
origin also, considering souls as pre-existing, and
derived from heaven to animate different earthly
bodies in succession ; and that, after having been
purified, they at length return to heaven, from
whence, at the end of a certain number of years,
they are again sent to occupy successive bodies ;
so that, according to his hypothesis, there is to
souls a continual round of defilement and purifica-
tion, of returns to heaven and dismissions to earth.
. Believing that these souls do not entirely forget

* Vid. le Compte de Gabalis, and Pope's Rape of the Lock.
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what they have experienced in the different bodies
which they animate, he pretends that the knowl.-
edge which they possess is the reminiscence rather
of what they have formerly acquired than any new
knowledge ;. and on this gratuitously assumed rem-
iniscence he founded his dogma of the pre-existence
of souls.* -

* The reasoning here stated, upon which Plato founded the
doctrine of the immortality of the soyl, comesunder that species
of sophism styled by logicians reasoning in @ circle. Thus the
very light of tlyle heathens was darkness, and the foundation of
their confidence nothing more stable than doubt.—(Vid. Tusc.
Quest., lib. i.) It was reserved for Jesus Christ “to bring life
and immortality to light by the Gospel.”

Plato supposed the human soul to be an emanation of the
Divinity : ¢ Divine particulam awre;” and that, after purifica-
tion by various transmigratiohs, it was again reabsorl intg
the Divine essence. But this hypothesis, instead of proving,
would disprove the immortality of the soul. The particular
emanation of the Divinity, for instance, which constituted the
soul of Plato, was a distinct being so long as it animated his
body, or any other body into which it might enter ; its enjoy-
ments and sufferings were referable to the individual called nz‘,
by an unavoidable impulse or consciousness of its nature ; or,
to speak more philosophically, by a continuity of consciousness,
linked together by memory, and producing an invincible convic-
tion of personal identity. But when reabsorbed into the Di-
vine essence, its personal identity and appropriating conscious-
ness must cease with its separate existence : and, to the individ-
ual, this would be, in effect, annihilation.

Again, on the supposition that the soul was created (the only
rational or tenable doctrine), Plato and his disciples affirmed
that it must perish : * Enim (Panatius scil.) quod nemo n;z::,
quicquid natum sit, interire” (for it is by no one denied that
ever is born (created) must perish).— Tusc. Disput., lib. i.,32. The
natural tendency, then, of Plato’s doctrine, is to prove the soul
mortal, and the Deity mutable and perishable, by a constant
succession of emanations. It is only by considering the acqui-
sitions of the ancients that we can properly estimate our own
superior advantages ; and in the instance before us we see how
true it is that even the wisest among them * by wisdom knew
not God;” and that their most laboured arguments to prove the
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Bat, without dilating any farther on the opinions
of this philosopher, which he has involved in no
little mysticism, suffice it to say that many of his
doctrines appeared so novel and sublimre, that du.
ring his life they procured for him the epithet of
divine, and afer his death caused him to be regard-
ed alimost as a god.

He died on his birthday, in the first year of the
108th Olympiad, aged eighty-one years.

undying nature of the soul, went no farther than “a fond desire
and longing after immomhtg." L. i

For a specimen of admirable confusion in explaining Plato’s
doctrine of the immertality of the soul, see C1cER0’S Sommnium
Scipionis ; and for a proof of its want of power to convince his
own mind, see his Tusculan Questions, lib. i., sub. init,
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ANTISTHENES.

- AFTER the death of their master the scholars of

Socrates separated into three different sects, distin-
ished by the names of Cynic, Academic, and
renaic.

Antisthenes was the founder of the first of these
sects. Different reasons have been assigned why
these philosophers were styled Cynics : some say
it was because they lived like dogs; and others, '
because the place where Antisthenes taught was
near one of the harbours of Athens, called Cyno-
sarges.*

Antisthenes was son of an Athenian of the same
name: his mother was a slave. When he was
reproached with being the son of a Phrygian,
¢ What of that?” said he; ¢“did not the same
count?ry give birth to Cybele, the mother of the

s 1

He was at first a scholar of the orator Gorgias,
but he afterward formed a school for himself, to
which his distinguished eloquence attracted pupils
from all quarters.

The great reputation of Socrates induced Antis.
thenes to go and hear him. He was so charmed
with him that he brought all his scholars to him,
and, resolving to be no longer a teacher himself,

* Or rather the gymnasium, or school in which he taught,
was named C?nosarges, and was near the harbour called Pirsus,
—Vid. Adam’s Summary of Geog. and Hist., &c., p. 295, and
Diog. Laert., Vit. Antist., where this derivation is stated.
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entreated them to become his companions in the
school of Socrates. He lived at the Pireeus, and
every day walked forty stadia* to see and hear
Socrates. - v

In his manner of living Antisthenes was rigid
and austere. He prayed the gods to send him
madness rather than a propensity to sensual indul.
gence : his scholars he treated with much severity,
and when asked the reason of it, “ Do not physi-
cians,” he answered, “do the same thing to their
patients 7’

He was the first who limited his wardrobe to a
large cloak, and his other necessaries to a bag and
a staff. Such were the articles which .afterward
constituted the movables of the Cynics, and the
‘only riches which they thought necessary in order
to dispute happiness -with Jupiter himself.

He never shaved, and was always very negligent
in his dress. .

Morality was the study to ahich he exclusively
applied : all the other sciences, he said, were entire-
ly useless. . The supreme good, according to him,
consists in following virtue and in contemning pride.

The Cynics lived very abstemiously : their ordi.
nary food consisted of fruits and pulse ; water was
their only drink, and the ground their bed. It is
the peculiar property of the gods, they said, to be
in need of nothing, and therefore those who have
the fewest wants approach nearest the Divinity.

They boasted of their contempt of nobility, of
riches, and of all the other advantages of nature or

#* A stadium was the eighth part of a Roman mile; and the

English word mile is derived from the Latin mille, a thousand,
88 the Romaw mile consisted of a thousand paces.
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of fortune : as to the rest, possessed of the greatest
effrontery, they were ashamed of nothing, however
infamous. They were totally devoid of everything
like a sense of deceney, and their disregard for
the presence of others was universal and undis.
criminating. ,

Antisthenes was a man of quick parts, and so
engaging in company that he could turn every one
as he pleased. ’

- His courage in the battle of Tanagra gained him

great reputation as a soldier. This afforded Socd
rates nb small satisfaction ; and when, some time
after, he was told by one, as a matter of reproach,
that the mother of Antisthenes was a Phrygian, he
replied : “ How ! did you suppose so great a man
could proceed from a marriage in which'both par.
ties were Athenians 7’ ' Socrates, hbwever, could
not refrain from reproaching him afterward for his
pride. He one day observed him turn his cloak,
that every one might see a hole which was in'it.
« O Antisthenes !’ exclaimed Socrates, 1 discover
your vanity through the holes of your cloak.”

When Antisthenes heard the Athenians boasting
that they originally sprang from the soil of the
country in which they then lived, “ This happiness,”
said he to them, in raillery, * you possess in com-
mon with tortoises and periwinkles, which always
drag out their lives where they began them.” An.
tisthenes used to say that the most useful science
was to unlearn evil. '

There one day came a man to introduce his son
to him as a pupil, and asked him of what he stood
in need. “A new book,” replied Antisthenes, “a
new pen, and new tablets :” hinting to him, by this,
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that it was necessary that the mind of his son
should become as fresh wax, which.had never re-
ceived an impression.

He was on one occasion asked what was the
most desirable thing in the world. “A happy
death,” he replied.

He was greatly displeased with the envious, who
are perpetually preyed upon by their ill nature, as
iron is corroded by the rust which itself produces.
Were one obliged to choose, it would be more de-
sirable, he thought, to become a raven than an en.
vious person ; for ravens mangle the dead ouly, but
the envious the living. ‘

-War, it was once observed to him, carries off
many wretched persons : “ True,” he replied, “ but
it makes many more than it carries off.”

When requested to give some idea of the Divin.
ity, he said ¢ there was no being which resembled
God, and therefore to attempt any sénsible repre-
sentation of him must be folly.”

It was a maxim with him that we should respect
our enemies, because they first perceive and pub-
lish our faults; and, by thus furnishing us with a
hint to correct them, are in reality more service-
able to us than our friends.

A discreet friend, he said, should be valued much
higher than a relation, since the ties of virtue are
stronger than those of blood. He observed that it
was much better to form one of a few wise men
against a multitude of fools, than to be leagued with
a multitude of fools against a few wise men. Hear-
ing, one day, that he had been praised by certain
bad men, % Gods!” exclaimed he, “ what crime
have I committed 1”
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The wise man, he considered, was obliged to con-
form to the laws, not of the state, but of virtue;
and that nothing ought ever to be unexpected or
disagreeable to him, as he should foresee things
long before they can happen, and be prepared for
every event. Nobility and wisdom, he said, are
thie same ; and, consequently, none but the wise are
noble.* ’

Prudence he compared to a fortress which can
neither be stormed nor surprised : the surest way
to be immortalized, he said, was to live piously ;
and to be content in the world, the strength of
Socrates was all that was necessary.

He advised his scholars to provide against the
possibility of suffering shipwreck : when he had an
enemy, he wished him every blessing but wisdom ;
and if any one spoke to him of a nappy life, % Gods !”’
he would exclaim, “how unfit is such a question
except for the children of our enemies 1"

He told the Athenians on one occasion that they
ought to yoke to the -plough horses and asses in-
discriminately : * that will not do,” said one, “ for
the ass is in no respect adapted to the labours of
the husbandman.” ¢ What of that " replied Antis-
thenes ; “ when you elect magistrates, do you ever
pay attention to their capacity or incapacity to
govern? No; all you think of is to elect them.”

- He was one day told that Plato had spoken ill of
him. “It is common to me with kings,” he re-

* " Nobilitas asla est, atque unica Virtus.—JUVENAL.
*Tis virtue only lifts us to the sky :
*Tis virtue, sole and true nobility.
t lntimatmthaq the attainment of it is impossible, and that
therefore to of it is only to remind us of our miseries.
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plied, “to receive injuries in return for benefits.”
« It is very ridiculous,” said he, “to take so much
care to separate tares from wheat, and in levying
armies to reject those who are unfit for the service,
while no care is taken to banish from the state
those who are tainted with envy.” - When reproach-
ed with visiting infamous characters, “ What of
that 7” he answered; *physicians daily visit the
sick without catching their disease. ’

A ntisthenes was very patient ; and he exhorted
his scholars to suffer without emotion every possi-
ble injury. .

He blamed Plato greatly, because he-thought he
discovered in him an inclination for stateliness and
splendour ; and for this he made him continually
the subject of his raillery.

¢ What advantage,” said one to him, “ have you
derived from your philosophy 1’ ¢The advantage,”

+ he replied,  of being able to converse with- myself,

and of doing voluntarily what others do by con-
straint.”

Antisthenes was always deeply sensible of the
gratitude he owed to his master Socrates: it is
probable, also, that it was he who avenged his
death ; for, when several persons had come from
the most distant borders of the Euxine Sea to hear

’ """ mto Anytes:
a man much
:cuser.”
sction of Soc.
sent, that they
the city, and
Socrates, and

.

. A
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‘Antisthenes fell ill of a consumption: he pre-
ferred, it appears, a languishing life to a speedy
death, for his scholar Diogenes* entering his apart-
ment one day with a poniard under his cloak, An-
tisthenes said to him, * Ah! what will deliver me
from the pains with which I am racked "’ ¢ This,”
said Diogenes, -presenting him with the dagger.
“I am desirous,” returned Antisthenes, “ to get rid
of pain, not of life.”

Antisthenes, it appears, boasted that Hercules
was the founder of the Cynics ; the following lines
being put into his mouth by the poet Ausonius, in
his epigrams:

y prior,
Alcide quondam fueram doctore secundus ;
Nunc ego sum Cynices primus, et ille Deus.
Alcides, son of Jove, in ancient da; ’
' My doctrine taught, and won a Cynic’s bays :
In Cynic glory I had second trod—
But now the first—Alcides is a god.

* Diogenes the Cynic, whose life will be found in the sequel.
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ARISTIPPUS.

ARisTIPPUS, who was a contemporary with Plato,
was a native of Cyrene, in Libya. Induced by the
great reputation of Socrates, he left his native coums
try and settled at Athens, in order that he might
enjoy the pleasure and advantage of that philos.
opher’s -instructions. He was one of the most
celebrated of his disciples ; but the principles which
regulated his conduct were very opposite to the
excellent precepts of his master. ‘

Aristippus was founder of the sect called Cyre-
naic, which was so denominated from Cyrene, his
native city. .

The talents of Aristippus were brilliant, and his
wit keen and lively'; his conversation was agree.
able, and on the most trifling occasion he had al.
ways something humorous to say. His object in
all that he did was to flatter kings and nobles, and
their wishes-he constituted the rule of his actions:
by making them laugh he obtained whatever he-
pleased, and their insults and reproaches he turn.
ed into raillery ; so that, much as they might wish-
it, he prevented them in this way from falling out
with him. '

He was so acute and insinuating that he always
accomplished whatever he undertook ; and such
was the peculiar felicity of his genius, that, with-
out thinking of its propriety or necessity, he main-
tained a uniform equanimity in every situation in
which he was placed ; lgnce Plato sometimes said

2
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to him, ¢ Aristippus, there+is not a man in the
world but yourself who can maintain the same
chee{fu,l’ air under old rags as under the richest
urple. L

d orace, speaking of this philosopher, says that
he could act every character; and that, even
though ambitious to better his circumstances, he
was not the less contented with what he possessed.*
By these qualities he became very agreeable to the
tyrant Dionysius, and was more highly valued by
him than all the other courtiers together. The
luxuries of Dionysius’s table frequently allured him
to Syracuse ; and, when tired of uniformity, he re-
moved the scene of his pleasures to the palaces of
[ : hence Diogenes, who was his con.
-, AR ‘never gave him any other name than
* that of the royal dog. . ‘

. Dionysius one day spit in his face ; and to some
of the company this occasioned serious uneasiness,
but Aristippus laughed at it: “ A fine subject of
complaint,” said he. ¢ Fishermen, in order to
catch a small animal; suffer themselves to be wet
to the skin, while to catch a whale I have only to
allow a little saliva to be spirted in m§ face !”

. Dionysius was dissatisfied with him-on another
ocoasion ; and when they were about to sit down
to table, he pointed out the lowest place for Aris-
tippus: without being in the least disturbed, he

¢ Owmis Aristippum, decuit oolor, et stutus, et ves,
Tentantem majora, fere pvcwn’a'bm oqu;m.—&.,lib.i.

Yet Aristippus every dress became,

In every varied change of life the same ;

And though he aimed at things of higher kind,

Yet to the present held an equal mind. — Frencis’s Trens
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said, “ What an honour you seem inclined to con-
fer on this seat!” -
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upon heaved a deep sigh, as if the bag had uhin.
tentionally dropped from his hand ; “ but,” said he,
in a low voice that no one could hear, it is better
for Aristippus to lose his money, than by reason of
his money to lose himself.”

On another occasion, perceiving that the slave
by whom he was sttended could not walk fast
enough on account of the money he was carrying,
“ Throw away,” said he, “all that you have too
much, and carry what you can.”* Horace, there-
fore, speaking of those who value themselves om
their riches alone, opposes to them the example of

. Aristippus. o

Aristippus was very fond of good living, and,

" where that was concerned, spared no expense. He
one day paid fifty drachmas for a partridge, when

. an acquaintance of his could not refrain from bla.

ming him for such extravagance : “ Were this par-
tridge to be sold for an obolus,” said the philosophery
*_%would not you purchase it yourself?”’ ¢ Assured.
ly,” replied the other. ¢ Well, then,” returned
Aristippus, “I value fifty drachmas still less than
you do an obolus,”} R

On another occasion, having purchased some
dainties at a very high price, a person who was
present thought proper to find fault with him:

rmoes Avitmas o (224 il it

@cus Aristippus ? servos projicere aurum
In media jussit Libyzm zz'a ius irent

Propter onus segnes.—Hor., Sat., lib. ii., sat. 6.
Who now, because his slave less nimbly trod,
‘Would throw away his gold—the modern god

t A Greek drachma, or drachm, was equal to fourtcen cents ;
ﬁd"'”"" was the sixth part of a drachma, that is, two cents
one third.
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several ladies richly dressed; and, becoming im-
mediately enraged, he began to declaim against
such luxury. Aristippus very politely asked him
whether he would sit down at table with them.
% With all my heart,” replied Polyxenus. ¢ How !”
exclaimed Aristippus; “ why theri do you make
such a noise ? It cannot be the entertainment nor
the company at which you feel uneasy ; it must be
the expense.”

At another time Aristippus had somie difference
with /Eschines; and it produced such a coolness
between them that they did not visit one another
for some time. At length Aristippus went to the
house of Aschines. ¢ Well,” said he to him, « are
we never to make up matters? Are you going to
wait till everybody laughs at us, and the parasites
make their entertainers merry at our expense1”
“Your conduct,” replies Aschines, “affords me
great pleasure, and I heartily consent to a recon-
ciliation.” ¢ Recollect, then,” continued Aristippus,
“that it is I who have anticipated you, although
your senior.” '

Dionysius had one day a splendid entertainment,
at the close of which he desired every one to dress
himself in a leng purple robe, and to dance in the
* saloon. Plato refused to do either: he was, he
said, a man, and a dress so effeminate did' not be.
come him. Aristippus, however, made no hesita-
tion ; and, beginning’to dance in his robe, with an
air of pleasantry said, % In the festivals of Bacchus
we do many other things ; and yet nobody is cor-
rupted there, if he be not so before.” .

On another occasion he entreated Dionysius in
behalf of one of his best friends. Dionysius, not
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willing to grant him his suit, pushed him from him.
Aristippus then threw himself at his feet. This
appeared to the tyrant a good opportunity to re-
proach him with meanness. ¢ The fault is not
mine,” said Aristippus; ¢ it is that of Dionysius,

~ whose ears are in his feet.”

When at Syracuse, Simus, a Phrygian, treasurer
to Dionysiys, showed Aristippus the superb palace
of his master ; anhd as he walked along with him,
called his attention-to the beauty and polish of the
floors in particular. Aristippus set himself a cough-
ing ; and, after two or three efforts, having collected
a quantity of saliva in his mouth, he spirted it in the
face of Simus, at which Simus became greatly ens
raged. “My good friend,” said Aristippus to him,
« ] saw no place so dirty to spit upon.” This ad.

been at.
oubtless,

1. Aris.
ray ; the
Are you

replied
of pour-
.0 hear,”
Corinth,
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and why
ockingly
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same; and there is a great difference between
what we have to lose.”

He was asked the distinction between a learned
and an ignorant man. “To make the discovery
at once,” said he, “strip them both naked, and
send them among strangers.”*

He thought it much better to be poor than to be
ignorant. “The poor man wants money only,
the ignorant man a disciplined and cultivated
mind : the one resembles a horse which has not
been broken, the other, one that has been accus-
tomed to the reins.”

Dionysius one day gave Aristippus some money,
and Plato a book : to one who attempted to turn
this distinction to the disadvantage of Aristippus,
he replied, “ I have need of money, Plato of books.”
At another time, Aristippus requested Dionysius to

- give him a talent. “ How !” exclaimed the tyrant;
“you once assured me that wise men never stood
in need of money!” ¢ Begin by giving me this,”
returned Aristippus, “ and then we will discuss that
point.” Dionysius gave him the talent: “ Now,”
said Aristippus, “ I have no need of money.”

As he came frequently to Syracuse, Dionysius
once took it into his head to ask him what he
wanted. “I have come,” he replied,  to give you
what I have, and, in return, to receive what you
have.”

When reproached for leaving Socrates™ to go to
Dionysius, he said, “ When I had need of wisdom

* The question might be thus generalized. What constitutes
the essential distinction between man and the other animals?

It must be intelligence ; for in mere activity and strength they

often surpass him. It is intellectual power, then, that exalts
man above the brutes, and that raises one man above another.

{
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I went to Socrates ; now that I have need of money
I go to Dionysius.”

Seeing a young man valuing himself very much
upon his expertness in swimming, “ Are you not
ashamed,” said he to him, “to boast of such a
:.iriﬂ’?? the dolphins swim much better than you

o. : :

When asked what advantage he had gained by
his philosophy, “ That,” he replied, “ of being able
to speak freely to men of every rank.” & What
superiority,” said one to him on another occasion,
¢ have you philosophers over others?” ¢ This,”
returned he, “ that though there were no laws, we
should always Jive in the same manner.”

The Cyrenaics applied themselves almost entire-
ly-to the study of morals, and very little to logic.
Physics they neglected altogether, believing the
attainment of knowledge in that department im-
possible.  They considered pleasure as the end of
all human action; and that this congisted not in
the privation of pain, but in something positive, and
of an active nature.

They admitted two kinds of motion in the soul :
the one calm, producing pleasure ; the other violent,
g:oducing pain. That pleasure is the end of our

ing is evident, said they, from this, that every
man has a natural propensity jo it, and an aversion
from its opposite.* A state of inaction they com.

pared to sleep, and ranked it neither among pleas-
ures nor pains,

# The same reasoning might be applied to justify the greatest
crimes, b they p d from a strong propensity to com-
mit them ; and is this to be dignified with the name of philos-
ophy !—Am. Ed. R
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They esteemed virtue in so far only as it could
be rendered subservient to the pleasures of animal
life, and as a medicine which is valued merely as
it contributes to health.

The end of a particular action differs from haf-
piness, they said, in this, that it has in view only
an individual pleasure, whereas happiness is an as-
semblage of all the pleasures. They considered
the pleasures of the body as being much more sen-
sible than those of the mind, and for this reason
the Cyrenaics paid far greater attention to the
body than to the mind. .

.With them it was a maxim that we ought to at.
tend to our friends only in proportion as we need
their assistance, in the same way that we value
the members of the body in proportion to their
utility.* .

They said there was nothing in itself either ju
or unjust, virtuous or vicious, but quly as it was
agreeable or not to the laws and customs of a coun-
try ; that, on account of the accidents which might
result from it, a wise man should do nothing amiss ;
and that he should always conform himself to the
laws of the country where he lives, and maintain
his respectability.

* He who does not instinctively revolt at the bare mention of
such a sentiment, may, without {anher evidence, enrol himself
amop% the base and selfislt; among those who are as little sus-
ceptible of the sublime, and, though rare, yet sometimes realized,

felicities of true friendship, as is the oyster, that, devoid of loco-
motion, never quits its shell, and never opens it—but to receive.

The dull, phlegmatic, cold, and selfish heart,

Which on{;' to receive will good impart ;

‘Which Friendship rates as low and common things ;

Her price which fixes just at what she brings;

No more her heavenly worth can feel, than

Can paint who ne’er saw nature’s scenery.
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They likewise held that there was nothing in it-
self which was either agreeable or disagreeable,
and that objects became so entirely in consequence
of their novelty, their abundance, or other circum.
stances from which these qualities resulted : that
it was impossible to be perfectly happy in this
world, because, being subject to a thousand infirm.
ities and passions, we are either altogether with.
held from pleasures or disturbed in their enjoyment :
that pleasure is affected neither by liberty nor
slavery, by riches nor poverty, by noble birth nor
mean extraction, since a man may be equally happy
in every situation: that.a wise man should hate
none, but instruct all; that in all his actions he
should have regard to himself, since there is none
more worthy than himself of possessing every ad-
vantage, and since he is to be preferred to every-.
thing else in the world. Such were the sentiments,
and such the principles, of Aristippus and the Cy-
renaics.

Aristippus had a daughter named Areta, whom
he took care to instruct in the principles of his
philosophy, in which she became an adept: she
also taught her son Aristippus, surnamed Metrodi.
dactus,* who was the master of Theodorus the Im-
pious.t The latter, besides the principles of the
Cyrenaics, publicly taught that there was no God,
and that friendship was a mere chimera, since it
could not exist among fools; and the wise man,

* Muarpodidakros, i e., taught by his mother.

t He was known by the epithets afcos, the atheist, which
‘'was just, and S¢os, the god, which, when applied to him by Stilpo,
be received with great gravity, not perceiving that it was only in
sidicule.— Diog. .y vit. Chrysip,
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being independent and enjoying every resource
within himself, stood in no need of its aid : that the
wise man ought not to expose himself to danger
for the sake of his native country ; that his country
was the world, and that it would be unjust to hazard
his own safety for a multitude of fools: that he
might commit theft, robbery, sacrilege, adultery,
whenever a favourable opportunity presented itself,
since these things were crimes only in the opinion
of the ignorant and the rabble : that, in fact, there
was no such thing as evil; and that he might do
publicly those things which were considered as
most infamous by the people.*

- He expected on one occasion to be brought be-
fore the Areopagus, but Demetrius Phalereus saved
him. He remained for some time at Cyrene, where
he lived in great reputation with Mariug; but the
Cyreneans at length banished him ; and, when de-
parting, he said to them, “ You are not aware of
what you are doing in sending me an exile into
Greece.”

Ptolemy Lagus, to whose court he had retired,
sent him once in quality of ambassador to Lysima-
chus, when such was the effroentery with which he
spoke, that the minister of Lysimachus said to him,
“} suppose, Theodorus, yqu think there are no
kings as well as no gods.”™ :

Amphicrates relates that this philosopher was at

* On these principles of Theodorus, and many others no less
detestable in their character, which occur in his life, Fenelon
has made no remarks ; and I trust the good sense of the young-
est of my readers will render remarks wholly unnecessary.
:\}ch doctrines are either too impious or too absurd to merit

futation. .
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length condemned to death, and compelled to drink
poison.*

* Of the death of Aristippus we have no account. By a letter
to his daughter, however, who had urged him to return from the
court of Dionysius on account of the oppression or severity she
experienceéfl at the hands of the magistrates, it is rendered proba-
ble that he died when endeavouring to comply with her wishes.

In this letter, which is published by Leo Allatius, he mentions
his having fallen sick and being detained at Lipara, an Zolian
island, * where,” says he, “ the friends of Lonicus provide for
me with tenderness and humanity everything that is needful for
one who is near death.” R

2
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ARISTOTLE.

Or all the philosophers of antiquity, ndne were
more celebrated than Aristotle ; and in every seat
of learning, even at this day, his name is held in
esteem. .

He was the son of Nicomachus, a physician and
friend of Amintas, king of Macedonia, and was
descended from Macaon, grandson of Asculapius.
He was born at Stagira, a city of Macedonia, in
the first year of the 99th Olympiad, lost his father
and mother in his infancy, and was very- much neg-
lected by those who had the care of his-education.

In his early years he dissipated nearly all his
Eatrimony in libertinism and debauchery. At first

e became a soldier ; but the profession of arms
not suiting his turn of mind, he went to Delphi to
consult the oracle and fix his determination. The
response that was given directed him to go to
Athens, and pursue the study of philosophy. He
was then in his eighteenth year. For twenty years
he studied in the Academy under Plato; and as
he had spent all his inheritance, to procure a
subsistence he was obliged to vend medicines at

Athens. )

Aristotle ate little and slept less. So strong was
his passion for study, that, in order to waste as
little time as possible in sleep, he kept at his bed-
side a brazen basin, over which he held one of his
hands, with an iron ball in it, when in bed, that, as
soon as he completely lost himself, the noise of the
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ﬁ dropping into the basin might instantly awake

According to Laertius, his voice was shrill and
squeaking, his eyes small, his legs slender, and he
had a great passion for dress.

Aristotle was a man of acute parts, and easily
comprehended the most difficult questions. He
soon made himself master of the doctrines of Plato,
and distinguished himself among the academicians.
No question was decided in this celebrated school
without his being consulted, though his conclusions
were often subversive of those of Plato ; but by all
his fellow.studerfts he was considered a prodigy of
genius, and his opinions were not unfrequently
adopted in opposition to those of his master.
Aristotle at length left the Academy ; and this ex-
cited the resentment of Plato, who could not refrain
from treating him as & rebel, comparing him to the
chick which pecks its dam.

The Athenians appointed him ambassador to
Philip, king of Macedon, father of Alexander the
Great. After spending some time in Macedonia in
settling the affairs of the.Athenians, he found upon
his return that Xenocrates had been chosen master
of the Academy ; and, seeing that place thus filled,
he remarked, “ It will be shameful for me to be
silent when Xenocrates speaks.”*

He accordingly established a new sect, and taught
doctrines different from those of his master Plato.

- The celebrity of Aristotle, who now surpassed
all his contemporaries in every department of

* Plato, allfling to the different capacities of the two, used
to say, that for Aristotle he needed reins, and spurs for Xenoc<
Tates. Lo
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science, and especialiy in philosepby and politics,
induced Phiip, king of Macedon, to offer him the
areofhnsm.\lenlﬂer,thanﬁnneenymof

tinued preceplor of the young prince for eight
years ; and, according to the testimony of Plutarch,
taught him certain secret doctrines which he com-
mubicated to po one else.

The study of philosophy did not render the man-
nenofAnstodeansten . be applied himself to

Out of respect to this philosopber, Philip rebuilt
Stagira, his native city, which had been destroyed
during the wars, and restored their possessions to
all the inhabitants, some of whom had fled, and
others had been reduced to slavery.

When Alexander’s education was finished, Aris-
totle returned to Athens, where he was well re-
ceived on account of the mildness with which, for
his sake, that city had been treated by Philip. He
fixed upon a place in the Lyceeum, beautifully or-
namented with avenues of trees, where he estab-
lished his school. It was his custom to walk about
while teaching, and from this circumstance his sect
was called Peripatetic* The Lyceeum was soon
thronged with a concourse of students, drawn to-
gether by Aristotle’s reputatxon from every quarter
of Greece.

Alexander recommended to him to attend par.
ticularly to experiments in physical science; and;
to facilitate his observations, he sent him, besldes
800 talents to defray his expenses, a great number

* From wepixaray, to walk about.

4.
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of huntsmen and fishermen, to supply him with
subjects for examination from all parts.*

It was at this time that Aristotle published his
book of physics and metaphysics, of which Alex.
ander, who was then in Asia, received information.
That ambitious prince, wishing to be-the first man
in the world in everything, was dissatisfied that
the learning of his master should thus be made
common. :

He expressed his displeasure in the following
letter :

Alexander to Aristotle.

“You have not done well in publishing your
books on speculative science. If what you taught
me be taught to men of all ranks, I shall then have
nothing but in common with others; and I would
have you consider, that I would rather be superior
to other men in abstract and secret knowledge,
than to surpass them in power.” -

To appease this prince Aristotle sent him for
answer, “ That he had published his books, but in
such a way that, in fact, they were not published.”
By this he appears to have meant that his doctrines
were laid down in a manner so embarrassed, that
it was impossible for any one ever to understand
them.

Aristotle did not remain always in the good
graces of Alexander: he fell out with him in con.
sequence of having too warmly espoused the cause
of the philosopher Calisthenes. .Calisthenes was

* None of the ancients dissected human subjects; and even
their comparative anatomy was conducted with but little skill

and discnmination. Democritus, however, was an honourable
exception to the latter part of. this remark.
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Aristotle’s grand.nephew, the son of his niece, and
had been brought up by Aristotle, who took a par.
ticular interest in his education. When leaving
Alexander, he recommended this nephew, who was
intended to accompany him in his expedition, to
his special attention ; but, possessing little deference
for the king, Calisthenes addressed him with great
freedom ; and it was he who restrained the Mace-
donians from adoring him as a god, after the man.
ner of the Persians.
_ Alexander hated him for his inflexible temper,
and sought an opportunity of revenge. For this
purpose he involved him in the conspiracy which
was soon after got up by Hermolaus, the scholar
of Calisthenes ; and, not allowing him to make any
defence, he exposed him- to lions, or, as some say,
he was hanged ; and, according to others, he ex.
pired by torture.

From that time Aristotle harboured resentment
against Alexander, who, in return, employed every
means in his power to annoy him. That prince
contributed greatly to the elevation of Xenocrates,
and sent him considerable presents, which increased
Aristotle’s ill-will. By some he is accused of hav-
ing been concerned in Antipater’s conspiracy, and
even of having made known to him the invention
of the poison by which it is supposed that Alex-
ander perished.

Aristotle, although for the most part steadily
virtuous, had many foibles. Some time after leav.
ing the Academy he retired to the court of Her-
mias, tyrant of Artarnea, whose relative he is said
to have been ; but by others his attachment to this
- prince is attributed to a very different cause, and
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be has been accused of the most debasing libertin.
ism. .

Aristotle married the sister, some say the con.
cubine, of this prince; and to such extravagant
lengths did he allow himself to be carried by his
violent passion for this woman, that he sacrificed
to her, as did the Athenians to the Eleusinian
Ceres ; and in gratitude to Hermias for having per-
mitted him to marry her, he composed verses in
his honour.

Aristotle divided his philosophy into theoretical
and practical : that which discovers to us truths
purely speculative, as physics and metaphysics, and
that which teaches how to regulate the operations
of mind, as logic ; or which furnishes us with max-
ims for the regulation of our conduct in social and
civil life, as morals and politics.

According to this philosopher, the principles of
natural bodies are three: privation, matter, and
form. To prove that privation should be considered
as a principle, he observed that the matter of which
anything is made must have the privation of the
form of that thing; that thus, for example, the
matter of which a table is made must have the
privation of the form of a table ; or, in other words,
before the table is made, it is necessary that the
matter of which it is to be made should not be a
table.*

He did not consider privation as a principle in
the composition of bodies, but as an external prop.
erty of their production, depending on the changes

* Or, in plain Ea';;ﬂi’h’ A piece of wood that is not a table, has
not the form of a table; and a piece of wood is not a table till it be
made into ons!  And this is Aristotelian philosophy.
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by which matter passes from one state or mode of
existence to another ; .as, for instance, wood, which
passes from the state of not being a table to that of
being a table. :

Aristotle gives two definitions of matter, the one
relative, the other positive. ¢ First, matter,” says
he, «is that which is neither substance, nor exten-
sion, nor quality, nor any other species of exist-
ence ;” thus, for instance, the matter of wood is
neither its extension, nor its figure, nor its colour,
nor its solidity, nor its- weight, nor its hardness,
nor its humidity, nor its dryness, nor its smell;
" nor, in fine, any of the accidents of wood.

The affirmative definition affords quite as little
satisfaction. “ Matter,” he says, *is that substance
of which bodies are composed, and into which they
are finally dissolved ;” but we are still left as ig.
norant as ever of what the substance actually is
of wélich the works of nature are primarily com-

osed.

Besides the first matter, this philosopher taught
that to complete a body, another principle called form
was necessary. Some suppose that all he intends
by this is a certain disposition of parts, while others
- maintain that he means a substantial entity, quite
distinct from matter. That, for example, when
we grind corn, there is a new substantial form
superinduced by which the corn becomes flour;
and that when, again, this flour is mixed with water
and the whole kneaded together, there is another
substantial form superinduced which constitutes it
dough ; and, lastly, that this form, by the application
of heat, gives place to another, which we call bread.

The Peripatetics assign a place to these substan-
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tial forms in all other natural bodies. Thus, in a
horse, for example, in addition to the bones, the
flesh, the nerves, the brain, and the blood, which by
circulating through the veins and arteries supplies
all the parts ; and besides the animal spirits, which
constitute the principle of motion, they supposed a
substantial form, which, they said, was the soul of
the horse. .

This pretended form they maintained.to be de-
rived, not from matter, but from the power of mat.
ter ; and that it was something quite distinct from
matter, of which it was neither a part nor a modi.
fication.

Aristotle held that there are four elements from
which all terrestrial bedies are formed, viz., earth,
water, air, and fire: that earth and water, being
heavy, tend to the centre of the globe; air and fire,
being light, incline to fly off from the centre.

Besides these four elements he supposed a fifth,
endowed with a circylar motion, and of which the
celestial bodies were composed ; also, that above
the atmosphere, beneath the concavity of the moon,
there was a sphere of fire,.to which fire or flame
ascended, as rivulets and rivers flow into the sea,
and that there it remained.

Aristotle maintained the infinite divisibility of -
matter. He asserted that space is full, and that
there is no void in nature ; that the world is eter-
pal; that the sun has always revolved as it now
does, and that it will always continue to do so;
and that one generation of men has successively
produced another, without ever having had a be-

ning.

If, said he,ﬂzerehadtéeenaﬁrstman,he must
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.Aristotle was of the opinion that that portion of
2 earth’s surface which is now sea was once land,
-rand that what is now land was once sea.

The reason he assigned for this opinion was,
that rivers and torrents are constantly carrying
along with them gravel and earths, which make the

* shores gradually ‘advance and the sea insensibly
retire ; while these alternate changes of land into
sea, and of sea into land, require innumerable ages
for their completion.  In confirmation of this theory,
he stated that, at considerable distances from the
shore, and in situations greatly elevated, the sea,
when retreating, had left shells, and that in some
places even anchors and parts of wrecks had been
dug up. Ovid attributes the same opinion to An.
axagoras.* .

Conformably to this doctrine, Aristotle alleged
that these changes of sea into land and of land into
sea, which are accomplished in the course of ages,
were partly the cause why all history of former
times had been lost: he added that various other
accidents likewise take place, by which the arts
themselves are lost, such as plagues, wars, famine,
earthquakes, and conflagrations ; or, lastly, such
desolations as destroy the whole population of a
country, except, perhaps, a few who may escape
into deserts, where they live in a savage state:
that there, however, they give birth to other men,
who in the progress of time apply themselves to
agriculture, and invent or discover the various arts ;
and that thus the same opinions continue to be re-
newed, and have been renewed times without num-

" # See the note, p. 135.
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ber.* It was thus that he supported his doctrine,
that, notwithstanding continual revolutions, the
machine of the world always remains essentially
the same, and indestructible.

Aristotle carefully investigated the question, a
principal object of moral philosophy, how men
might be rendered happy in the present world. In
the first place, he refutes the opinion of the voluptu-
ous, who make happiness to consist in sensual
pleasures ;' for not only, said he, are these pleasures
fleeting, but they are also succeeded by disgust;
anddwhile they enfeeble the body, they debase the
mind.

He next rejects the opinion of the ambitious, who

" place happiness in honours, and, with these in view,

* + Let the admirers of Buffon recognise particularly in this
paragraph the unacknowledged source of the most ingenious
part of his Theory of the Earth. How seldom does anything
even novel occur in infidel writings! Peter's coat, in the Tale
of a Tub, although it came to have shoulder-knots and lace,
was still the same coat, and none the better for wear, altheugh
disguised by its ornaments. It is wonderful how frequently we
are called upon to admire as ingenious what has long ago been
condemned as'absurd. Aristotle was surrounded with darkness
almost impenetrable, and was obliged to gr:ge; and | am afraid
it is scarcely uncharitable to add, that on veiled his eyes
from the bright rays that blazed on them from heaven—that Ae

might not see.

Some drill and bore
The solid earth, and from the strata there
Extract a register by which we learn
That He who made it, and reveal’d its date
To Moses, was mistaken in its age.
Some, more acute and more industrieus still,
Contrive creation.

. ~And thus they spend
The little wick of life’s poor shaliow lamp
In playing tricks with nature, giving laws
To distant worlds, and—ttifling in their own.
Cowper's Task, book iii,
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pay no regard to the mexims of equity or the re.
straints of law.

“ Honour,” he says, “exists in him who hon-
ours; and,” he adds, “ the ambitious desire to be
honoured for some virtue of which they may be
supposed possessed : that, consequently, happiness
consists in virtue rather than in honours, especially
as these are external, and do not depend upon our.
‘selves.”

Lastly, he repudiates the system of the avari-
-cious, who make riches the supreme good. ¢ Rich-
es,” he said, “are not desirable on their own ac.
count, and they render their possessors unhappy
by being afraid to use them : that to be of any real
value, they must be used and distributed ; and that
to seek happiness in the mere possession of what
in itself is contemptible and not worth having, is
the greatest folly.”

Aristotle’s opinion of happiness is, that it consists
in the most perfect exercise of the understanding,
and the practice of virtue. ‘

The most noble employment of the understand.
ing he considered to be in the investigation of phys-
ical objects ; of the heavens, the stars, nature, and
chiefly the First Being. Still he believed that,
without a competency of the good things of fortune
suited to a man’s situation in life, it was impossible
to be perfectly happy, since without this we could
neither have time to investigate truth, nor oppor.
tunity to practise the virtues; thus, for example,
it would be out of our power to gratify our friends,
while to do good to those whom we love is always
one of the highest enjoyients of life.

« Happiness depends,stherefore,” he said, “on

2
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three things: the goods of mind, as wisdom and
prudence ; the goods of the body, as beauty, health,
and strength ; and the goods of forture, as riches
and nobility.” Virtue alone, he maintained, is not
sufficient to render men happy : the goods of the
body and of fortupe are also necessary ; and a wise
man would be unhappy either wholly to want rich.
es, or to have an insufficient share of them.*

He affirmed, on the other hand, that “vice of
itself is insufficient to render men unhappy ; though
in the greatest affluence, and in the enjoyment of
every other advantage, it is impossible for a man
to-be happy so long as he is the slave to vice ; that
though the wise man is not wholly exempt from the
ills of life, his share of them is comparatively small.
The virtues and vices,” he said, “ are not incom.
patible; for the same man, though intemperate,
may be just and prudent.}

e mentions three kinds of friendship : that of
relationship, that of inclination, and that of hospital-
ity. ’ L

Eleﬁant literature, he thinks, contributes greatly
to produce a love of virtue ; and the cultivation of
letters he affirms to be the chief consolation of age.

Like Plato, he admitted the existence of ang-
preme Being, to whom he attributed Providence.

* That is, riches are valuable for the use we can make of
them ; the gratification of the benevolent feelings is essential to
bappiness, and without riches we have not the power of secu-
ring this enjoyment. But is there no other way of showing be-
nevolence? or is the ordinary effect of riches a mo: Iiberlll? and
warm-hearted philanthrophy 7—Am. Ed. :

+ But is not the nature of all vice essentially the same? and
does not the indulgence of any one single vice, by sapping the
foundations of virtue, lead to every other? Do we not know that

intemperance, the example here adduced, is the fruitful parent
of every species of moral turpitude 1— Am. Ed.
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. He held that &ll our ideas are originally derived
from sensation; and that a man born blind can
never have any conception of colours, nor one bora
deaf of sound. . . )

_In politics he maintained that the monarchical
form of government is the most perfect, because in
other forms there are.more rulers than one: thus
anygrmy under the conduct of a single able com.
‘vjzier succeeds better than if it were conducted
‘DY 8several leaders; and while deputies, or chief
men, are getting together and deliberating, a mon.
arch has already finished an expedition and com.
pleted his designs.

The rulers of a republic, he said, do not care
though they ruin the state, provided they enrich
themselves : jealousies, too, are engendered, divis.
ions arise, and the commonwealth is in danger of
being finplly destroyed and overthrown ; whereas,
in a monarchy, the interests of the prince are those
of the state, and the state, of course, must floyrigh.*

Aristotle was one day asked, “ What does a man
gain by telling a lie?” “Not to be believed,” said
he, “ when he tells-the truth.” .

Having been once blamed for giving alms to a
bad man, he said, * It is not because he is bad, but
because he is a:man, that I have compassion on
him.”{ . ,

* Aristatle’s reasoning in favonr of monarchy is too much
contradicted by facts to be of any value; but what he says of
the dangers to which republics are exposed, may well engage
our serious attention. Are there not many indications m?
ouz:lv% that should make us watchful against these dangers

+ The point is better preserved by Laertius: Ov rw avipwre
sduxe, Nsmn avbpumve : It was a gift to humanity, not o the man.
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To his friends and scholars he used to say, < That
knowledge is to the soul what light is to the eyes ;
and that the deliciousness of the fruit makes up for
the bitterness of the root.” When irritated against
the Athenians, he reproached them that they neg-
lected their laws while using their corn, though
possessed of .the former as well as the latter.

He was one day asked, “ What is it that is soon-
- est effaced?” ¢« Gratitude,” he replied. “ What

is hope ?”” « A waking man’s dream.”

Diogenes presented Aristotle with a fig: Aris-
totle very well knew, that were he to refuse it, Dio-
genes would level his sarcasm against him ; he

* therefore took the fig, and with a smile said, “ Dio-
genes has at once lost his fig and the use he intend.
ed to make of it.”

He said there were three things very necessary
to children : genius, exercise, and instruction ; and
when asked the difference between the learned and
the ignorant, he replied, “ The same as between
the living and the dead.” ¢ Knowledge,” he said,
“is an ornament in prosperity, and in adversity a
refuge : those who give children a good education
are much more their fathers than those who have
begotten them ; for the latter have merely com-
municated life to them, whereas the former put it
into their power to spend it comfortably.”*

He was one day asked what pupils should do to
turn their instructions to the greatest advantage.

* This is a truly noble sentiment, and strikingly expressed.
Life is a blessing only as it mu{ be virtuously and happily spent;
and he who contributes most largely to this end is our greatest
benefactor. Instructers of youth may hence learn how endear-
ing and responsible is their relation towards those intrusted to
their care.—Am. £d.
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. They should,” said he, « always keep in view the
advantages before them, and never loek back to

; those behind them.”

A certain person was one day boasting of his
being the citizen of an illustrious state : % Do not
walue yourself upon that,” said Aristotle ; “ rather
ask yourself whether you-deserve to be so.”

+ Reflecting on human life, he sometimes said,

: ¢ There are those who amass riches with as much

" avidity ad if they were to live forever, while others

‘are as careless about their possession as if they

were to die to-morrow.”’

' t is a friend, he replied, ¢ One
bodies.” ¢« How,” said one to
act to our friends?” ¢ As we
act towards us,”* replied Aris-
:quently to exclaim, “ Ah! my
2 friend in the world I’} -

- asked, “ how it was that we
vomen to those who were home.
blind man’s question.” replied

7 maae wnat aavaniage ne had
ophy, “ To do voluntarily,” he

+ This is an approach to that sublime Christian sentiment,
that we should do unto others as we would have them do unto
us; but it wants the comprehensiveness of the Gospel grecept.
Aristotle restricts this perfect rule of action to friends; the great
‘Teacher, who spake as never man spake, extends it to all.
« Love your enemies,” he says, ‘ bless them that curse 3::' do
z)od to them that hate you, and pray for them which despite-

lly use you and persecute you.”—Am. Ed.

+ From a passage of Aristotle, Casanbon makes out the sense
thus : “ There is no real friendship in the world ; it is all a mere
form, and even that form owes its existence to self-interest.”—
Causab. ad Diog. Laert., Vit. Arist. Many of my readers, I hope,
have good reasons for considering the satire as altogether unjust.

y
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answered, “ what others do through fear of the
laws.”

It is said that during his stay at Athens he was
intimate with a learned Jew, by whom he was ac-
curately instructed in the science and religion of
the Egyptians, for the acquisition of which every
one at that time went to-Egypt itself.

Having taught in the Lyc#um fqr thirteen years
with great reputation, Aristotle was accused of im-
piety by Earimedon, the priest of Ceres. *

He was so overwhelmed with the recollection of
what Socrates had suffered under a similar accusa.
tion, that he hastily left Athens and retired to Chal-
cis, in the island of Eubcea. . It is said by some
that he there died of vexation because he could
not discover the cause of the flux and reflux of the
Euripus; and others add that he threw himself
into that strait, and that, when falling, he said, ¢ Let
the Euripus receive me, since I cannot comprehend
it.” There are those, again, who affirm that he died
of a cholic, in the sixty-third year of his age, two
years after the death of his pupil Alexander the
Great. : . .

His disciples, the Stagyrites, erected altars to
him as to a god. :

Aristotle made a will, of which Antipater was
appointed the executor. He left a son named Ni.
comachus, and a daughter who was married to a
grandson of Demaratus, king of Lacedeemonia.
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S XENOCRATES.

XENOCRATES succeeded Speusippus* in the man-
agement of the Academy, in the.second year of the
110th Olympiad, and directed it for twenty-five -

years. .
- By his probity, his prudence, and his chastity,
he was one of the most distinguished philosophers
of this celebrated school. He belonged to the city
of Chalcedon, and was the son of Agathenor.

From his early youth he was much attached to
his master Plato, and even attended him into Sicily
when he visited the court of Dionysius. He had
naturally good parts; and, though somewhat dull,
was indefatigable, Comparing him with Aristotle,
Plato used to say,.that the one needed reins, the
other spurs; and at other times, *“ With what a
horse it is that I am matching this ass!”

Xenocrates was, besides, a man of a very grave
and stern aspect ; so that Plato nsed sometimes to
say to him in-jest,  Go, I entreat you, Xenocrates,
and sacrifice to the Graces.”

* Speusippus was the son of Eurymedon, an Athenian, and
of Potone, g to’s sister. Contrary to the practice of his uncle,
he received money for his instructions : the two female pupils
of Plato, Ldsthenia and Axiothea, continued with his nephew.
Speusippus was a man of irregular habits and strong passions,
which he freely indulged, and which he seems to have never
thought it necessary to resist. He had taught in the Academy
but eight years, when the exhaustion of a frame naturally feeble,
and the fruits of dissipation and intemperance, after debilitatin,
and almost destroying both mind and body, at length terminat
a life that never did much honour either to philosophy or to hu-
man nature.—Vide Diog. Laert., vit. Speusip.
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Xenocrates lived almost constantly pent up in the
Academy; and, whenever he went out into the
streets of Athens (which rarely happened), all the
young debauchees of the city used to crowd around
him, in order to vex and torment him.

Xenocrates was singularly. disinterested ; and
when Alexander presented hiny with a large ‘sum
of money, he sent it all back to him except three
Attic min®: “ Alexander,” said he to those who
brought this present; « has more people to maintain
than I have, and must therefore have more need of
money.” Antipater wished to make him a similar
donation, but Xenocrates, thanking him, refused
to receive it. I

While in Sicily he gained as a prize at a drink-
ing match a golden crown: he would, however, not
turn it to his own advantage, but when he came
back to Athens he placed it on the pedestal of Mer.
ocury’s statue, consecrating it to.the god to whom-it
was his custom to offer crowns of flowers.

* Xenocrates on one occasion was sent, with sev-
eral other ambassadors, 4o King Philip : Philip treat.
ed them with splendid entertainments, and gave
them magnificent presents ; and by tlis means, and
granting them frequent audiences, he gained such
an influence over them that they were ready to do
whatever he wished.* Xenocrates alone would
have nothing to do with his gifts, and never would
%3 with the rest to any of his feasts or conferences.
.When they returned to Athens, they said_ that it

* Diffidis urbium,
Portas vir Macedo, ot subruit emulos
Rages muneribus.— Hor,, lib. iii., od. xvi., 16.
Philip with gold through cities broke,
And rival monarchs feit the yoke.
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was useless to send Xenocrates with them, since he
had been of no advantage to them ; and this excited
so much discontent among the people, that they
were ready to impose a fine upon him. Xenocrates
discovered how matters were going, and warned
the Athenians to'be more watchful than ever for
the interests of the state : that Philip by his large.
presents had so corrupted the ambassadors, that
their only object was to accomplish his will; but
that, as for himself, the Macedonian ‘'monarch had
never prevailed upon him to accept the most trifling
gift. From contempt, therefore, Xenocrates rose
at once into esteem; and the affair spreading,
Philip confessed that, of all the ambassadors who
had ever been sent to him, Xenocrates was the only
one who had steadily rejected and spurned his
presents. ‘

During the war of Lamia, Antipater made sey.
eral Athenians prisoners, and Xenocrates was de-
puted by the state to-negotiate their deliverance.
Before entering upon business ‘Antipater invited
him to dine with him; but Xenocrates told him
that the entertainment must be deferred till he
had completed his mission and rescued his country-
men. Antipater, admiring the attachment which
Xenocrates discovered for his country, immediately
entered upon the affair. He was no less struck
with his ability ; so that the affair was soon settled,
and the prisoners set at liberty. ‘

Dionysius once said to Plato, in Sicily, % Some
one will strike off your head for you.” Xenocrates,
who was present, reglied, « Whoever does so must
-strike off mine first.

On another occasion, A’Ix}tipater, being at Athens,

‘
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. came to pay his respects to Xenocrates. Xenoe-
rates, being then engaged inpronouncing an oration,
and not choosing to interrupt it, did not receive the
compliments of Antipater till he had finished all
that he had to say.

When the philosopher Speusippus, nephew of
Plato, and his successor in the Academy, began
seriously to feel the infirmities of age and saw that
his end was approaching, he sent for Xenocrates,
and asked him to take his place at the head of that
school. Xenocrates consented, and began at once
‘to give public instructions.

ne ignorant of music, of astronomy, and geom-
etry, happening to come one day into his school,
he said to him, “ Friend, you will please to retire;
yo: are yet ignorant of the first principles of philos.
ophy.

_ Xenocrates showed great contempt for pride and
boasting : he delighted in retirement, and spent a
part of every day by himself.

The Athenians had an exalted idea of his probity.
Being called before the magistrates to give evidence
in a certain affair, as he was approaching the altar,
according to the custom of his country, to awear
to the truth of what he had said, the judges all rose,
and would not allow him to proceed, saying that
his oath was unnecessary, as they could fully believe
him on his simple affirmation. .

Polemo, son of Philostratus of Athens, was a
very dissipated young man; and, in accordance
with a premeditated plan, he one day entered the
school of Xenocrates while he was discoursing u
temperance, and presented himself before the phiro(:
.opher in a state of intoxication, with & crown on
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his head. Far from interrupting his discourse,
Xenocrates continued with greater warmth and
energy than before. Such was the effect of his
eloquence upon Polemo, that from that moment
he renounced his libertinism and debauchery, and
firmly resolved for the future to lead a virtuous.life ;
and so well did he execute his purpose, that in a
short time he himself. became a distinguished philos.
opher, and even succeeded his master Xenocrates.

Xenocrates composed several works, both in
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DIOGENES,

Drocenes the Cynic, son of Isecius, a banker,
was born about the 91st Olympiad, in Sinope, a city
of Paphlagonia. He was accused of having forged
money in concert with hie father ;* and Isecius
was arrested, and*died in prison.

Alarmed at the fate of his father, Diogenes fled
to Athens. On arriving in that city, he inquired
for Antisthenés; but the latter, having resolved
never to receive a scholar, repulsed him and beat
him off with his stick. Diogenes was by no means
discouraged at this.treatment : “Strike, fear not,”
said he to him, bowing his head ; “you shall never
find a stick hard enough to make me run off so
long as you continue to speak:” Overcome at
length by his imp6rtunity, Antisthenes yielded, and
permitted him to become his scholar.

Banished from his native country, and without
any resource, Diogenes was reduced to great indi-

. You could to distant Libya join,
And both the Carthages were thine.

The same sentiment is conveyed in the following striking
aphorism : ¢ Better is he that ruleth his spirit than he who taketh
a cit;."—-Pronerbc, xvi., 32, .

* Vdrious laws were at different times enacted, both in Greece
and Rome, regulating barfking and usury, which were ill under-
stood and often confounded. The interest of money varied con-
siderably at different times in Greecq: at Rome, the interest
permitted by the Twelve Tables was only one per cent. * They
who counterfeited, debased, or diminished the current coin for-
feited their lives” (Demosth. in Leptin. Timocrat,).—See Adams'
Rom. Antiq., and Harwood’s Grecian Antiquities.
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genoe. Perceiving a mouse one day running briskly
up and down, without any fear of being surprised
by the approach of night, without any anxiety about
a lodging-place, and even without thinking of food,
this reconciled him to his misery. He thereupon
resolved to live at his ease and without constraint,
and to dispense with everything which was not abe
solutely necessary for the preservation of life: he
accordingly doubled his cloak, that, by rolling him.
self up in it, it might serve the twofold purpose of a
bed and a coverlet. o

His movables consisted of a bag, a jug, and a
staff ; and, wherever he went, he always carried his
furniture along with him. His stick, however, he
used only when he went to the country, or on some
emergency : persons really lame, he said, were
neither the deaf nor the blind, but those who had
no bag. ‘ .

He always went barefoot, nor did he wear san-
dals even when the ground was covered with snow :
he endeavoured also to accustom himself 10 eat raw
flesh, but this was a point of perfection to which he
could never arrive.

- He entreated a rerson of his acquaintance to
afford him some little hole in his lodging, to which
he might occasionally retire ;* but, as he was dila.
tory in giving him a positive answer, he took pos-
session of an earthen tub, which he always carried
about with him, and which was the only house he
ever had.

In the heat of summer, when the fields were

* The name of this person was Apollexis. The letter of Dio-
genes to him is still extant.—-Vid. Not, Casaub. ad Diog. Laert.,
vit. Diog. . . .

T2‘ oy
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scorched by the sun, he used to lie dewn upon the
burning sands ; and in winter, to embrace statues
eovered with snow, that he might accustom himself
to endure withqut pain the extremes of heat and
cold. : . ’

He treated every one with utter contempt : he
accused Plato and his scholars of dissipation, and;
of the crime of loving good cheer; and all the
orators he styled “the slaves of the people.”

Crowns, he said, were marks of glary as frail as
bubbles of water, which burst in the formation ;
and theatrical representations were the wonder only
of fools : nothing, in short, escaped his satire.

He ate, and slept, and spoke without the slight
est regard to circumstances, wherever chance
placed him. Pointing one time to Jupiter’s por.
ticos, he exclaimed, “ What an excellent dining-
room have the Athenians there built for me1”

He sometimes made this remark : “ When I con.
sider the rulers, the physicians, and the philosophers
that the' world contains, I am tempted to think man
considerably elevated by his wisdom abeve the
brutes; but when, on the other hand, I behold
augurs, interpreters of dreams, and people who can
be inflated with pride on account of their riches or
honours, [ cannot help looking upon him as the
most foolish of all animals.” :

In taking a walk one day, he noticed a child
drinking from the hollow of his hand, and became
quite angry with himself at the sight. ¢« What!”
he exclaimed, ¢ do children know better than I do
with what things a man should be contented?”
Upon which he took his jug from his bag, and in-
stantly broke it in pieces as a superfluous article,
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. He bestowed great commendations on those
who, though on the eve of marriage, had broken it
off'; on those likewise who, after making prepara-
tion for a.voyage and being ready to embark, sud.
denly changed their mind and determined to re-
main on land: his esteem was no less for those
who had been chosen to govern the state, and re-
fused to accept the trust; and such as had been
ready to sit down at the tables of kings or grandees,
and denied themselves the gratification and return-
ed immediately home, received his warmest praise,

The branch of philosophy to which Diogenes
particularly devoted himself was that of morals;
he did not, however, entirely negleet other studies :
he possessed lively parts, and easily anticipated ob-
jections. .

He considered there was no harm in a man’s
" taking whatever he needed; and he would never
have people-vex themselves about anything, since
% jt is much better,” he said, ¢ for a man to comfort
than to hang himself.”

Diogenes was one day discoursing on a very
serious and important subject, when every one
passed by without giving himself the least concern
about what he was saying : upon this he began to
sing, and the people then crowding about him, he
at once seized the opportunity to give them a severe.
reprimand, that they should flock around him and
attend with eagerness to a mere trifle, while they
would not for a moment listen to things of the
greatest consequence.

He expressed his astonishment at the folly .of
critics, in tormenting themselves so much to dis.
cover all the woes which Ulysses had suffered,
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while for their own miseries they had not the slight.
est concern.

He blamed musicians for taking so much pains
to adjust and tune their instruments, while they
never once thought of regulating their own minds,
with which they should have begun.

He censured mathematiciaps for amusing them.
sun, moon, and stars,
me ignorant of things
rely inveighed against
atfention to speaking
y little concern about

e misers who make
dpess, and even praise
le their only object is

so ridiculous as that

pray to the gods for

incur the hazard of

bursting, from the enormous feasts they prepared,

and the excesses in which they indulged. In short,

he said that he saw many rivalling one another in

folly and knavery, but could discover-none emulous
of taking the lead in the path of virtue,

One day, at a splendid entertainment, Diogenes
observed that Plato ate only olives. ¢ What!”
said he to him, “ you who act the sage to such a
degree, will you not eat freely of those dishes here
which had sufficient charms to allure you to Sicily 1”
« In Sicily,” replied Plato, « I generally ate nothin
except capers, olives, and such other things as
eat in this country.” ¢How; then,” asked Dio-
genes, “ did you need go to Sicily for these? Was
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it that Athens could not furnish you with capers
and olives at the same time ?”

Plato was one day entertaining some friends of
Dionysius the tyrant. Diogenes entering, fell upon
his knees on a beautiful carpet with which the floor
was covered: “I kneel,” said he, “ to the pride of
Plato,” ¢Yes,” replied the latter, ¢ you do, Dio.
genes, but it is from another species of pride.”

A sophist, wishing to display to Diogenes the
subtilty -of his parts, thus addressed him: “You
are not what Iam; I am a man; and, consequent-
ly, you are not a man.” ¢ This reasoning would
have been perfectly just,” replied Diogenes, “ had
you begun with saying that you are not what I
am; for then you must have concluded that you
are yourself no man. ”

He was asked in what part of Greece he had
seen -wise men. “In Lacedemonia,” said he, « I
have seen children, but never could discover any
men.” :

- Walking out one. day at noon, with a lighted
torch in his hand, he was asked what he was ia
search of : ¢ I am seeking,” said he, “ for a man ;”
and on another occasion, he called out in the mid-
dle of the street, “ Ho ! men, men.” A great many
people assembling round him, Diogenes beat them
~ away with his stick, saying, “1 was callipg for
men.”

Demosthenes, as he was dining one day in a
tavern, observed Diogenes passing, upon which he
endeavoured to conceal himself; but Diogenes per-
ceiving him, said, “ Do not try to conceal yourself ;

. for the more you secrete yourself in a tavern, the
farther you penetrate into it.” On another occasion
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he saw some strangers who had come on purpoes
to see Demosthenes. *There!” said Dll:)gene-,

ing straight up to them, and with a sneer point-
'gonghim out, “{’here he is! -observe—mark him
well : this is the great orator of Athens.”

He one day entered, half shaven, into a company
of young people who were enjoying themselves.
After receiving a sound beating he thought it pru-
dent to retire ; but, to revenge himself, he wrote on
a small piece of paper the names of those who had
beaten him, and, attaching it to one ef his shoulders,
went out into the streets to expose them, and bring
them into contempt.

A very bad man one day reproached him for his
poverty : “ I never saw any one punished,” said be,
% for being poor, but I have seen many hanged for
being villains.” '

He used to remark that things of the greatest
value were ofien least esteemed ; that while a statue,
for example, cost 3000 crowns, a bushel of flour
might be had for twenty pence. When ready to go
into a bath one day, he found the water very dirty :
% Where,” said he, “are we to wash after bathing
here 1” ,

Diogenes was once taken prisoner by the Mace.
donians, near Cheronea, and being - brought to
Philip,he asked him what he was : “I am,” he re.
ﬁlied, “the spy of your insatiable avidity.” The

ing was so pleased with this answer that he gave

him his liberty, and allowed him to return.

Diogenes considered that the wise could never
be in want of anything, and that the whole world
was at their disposal. “ Everything,” said he, % be.
longs to the gods ; the wise are the friends of the
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gods ; but among friends all things are common;
consequently, all things belong to the wise.” When-
ever, therefore, he stood in need of anything, he
used to say that he demanded it for a friend of the
ods. R
8 Alexander, passing through Corinth, had a curi-
osity to see Diogenes, who happened to be there at
the time : he found him basking in the sun in the
grove of Craneum, where he was mending his tub.
%] am,” said he to him, “ the great king Alexander.”
« And I,” replied the philosopher, “am the dog
Diogenes.” * Are you not afraid of me ?”’ con-
tinued Alexander. “ Are you good or bad 7’ asked
Diogenes. ¢ Good,” rejoined Alexander. ¢ And
who need be afraid of one that is good 7 answered
Diogenes. .

Alexander admired the penetration and freedom
of Diogenes ; and after some conversation, he said
to him, “I see, Diogenes; that you are in want of
many things, and I shall be happy to serve you;
ask of me what you will.” ¢ Retire, then, a little
to one side,” replied Diogenes; “you are depri-
ving me of the sun.”-

It is no wonder that Alexander stood astonished
at seeing a man so completely above every human
concern. “ ‘Which of the two is richest,” continued
Diogenes: “he who is content with his cloak and
his bag, or he for whom a whole kingdom does not
suffice, and who is daily exposing himself to a
thousand dangers in order to extend it?” The
courtiers-of the king were’indignant that so great
" a monarch should thus honour such a dog as Dio-
genes, who did not even rise from his place. Alex.
ander perceived it, and, turning about to them, said,
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« Were I not Alexander, I should wish to be Die-

nes.”’ .

As Diogenes was one day going to Egina, he
was taken by pirates, who brought him to Crete
and exposed him to sale. He did not appear to be
in the least disconcerted, nor to feel the slightest
uneasiness on account of his misfortune ; but see.
ing one Xeniades, a corpulent and well-dressed
man, %I must be sold to that person,” he exclaimed,
¢ for I perceive he needs a master: come, child,”
said he te Xeniades, as he was advancing to ex-
amine him,  come, child, buy a man.”

Being asked what he could do, he said he had
the talent of commanding men. “Crier,” said he,
¢ call out in the market, If any one needs a master,
let him come here and purchase gne.” The person
selling him desired him not to sit. “ Why, what
matters it 7’ said Diogenes ; “ people buy fishes in
any posture ; and it is very surprising that, though
one will not buy even a pot without ringing it to
know whether it be good metal, he will buy a man
upon simply seeing him.” When the price had
been fixed, he said to Xaniades,-“ Though I am
now your slave, you must prepare to obey my will ;
for whether I serve you as physician or steward,
as a slave or freeman, it matters not, my will must
be done.” ; '

Xeniades confided to him the instruction of his
children, a trust which Diogenes discharged with
great fidelity. He made them commit to memory
the finest passages of the poets, and also an abridg-
ment of his own philosophy, which he drew up on

purpose for them : he saw that they exercised them-
selves in running, wrestling, hunting, and horse-
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manship, and in the use of the bow and the sling ;
accustomed. them to very plain fare, and in their
ordinary meals to drick nothing but water ; had
their heads closely shaven, and brought them with
him into the streets carelessly dressed, and fre-
quently without sandals or tunics. These children
had a great affection for their teacher, and took par-
ticular care to recommend him to their parents.

While Diogengs was.in slavery, some of his
friends used their interest to procure him his liberty.
¢ Fools!” said he, “you are jesting : do you not
know that the lion is not the slave of those who
feed him ? they who feed him are his slaves.”*

.Diogenes,one day heard a herald proclaim that
Dioxippus -had conquered men at the Olympic
games : ¢ Say slaves and wretches,” said he to him:
%it is I who have conquered men.”

When it was said to him, “ You are old; you
must take your ease,” he exclaimed, “ What!
must I slacken my pace at the end bf my course?
Would it not be fitter that I should redouble my
efforts 1t

Walking in the street, he observed a man let fall
some bread which he was ashamed to pick up;
when, in order to show him that one should never
blush to save anything, Diogenes collected the frag-

* Eubulus, in his book entitled Acwoyeves, zpacts, or the Sale of
Diogenes (as quoted by Laertius), says that he continued till his
old age in the family of Xeniades, whose children buried him
when he died.

1 This is a noble sentiment, and worthé of one more truly
virtuous and great than was Diogenes. Compearing life to a
race, with death for its goal, and a crown of endless happiness
for its reward, if virtuously spent, shall we be less eager to se-
cure 80 glorious a prize at the moment when we are about to
win or lose it forever ?—Am. Ed. .

.
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ments of a broken bottle and carried them through
the town: “I am like a goed musician,” said he,
“ who gives the true sound that others may catch
iL”

To one who came to him to be his disciple, he
gave a gammon of bacon to carry, and desired him
to follow him : ashamed to be seen with it in the
streets, the young man threw it down and made off’;
when Diogenes, meeting him a few days after, said
to him, “ What! has a leg of bacon broken our
friendship 1"

After reflecting on his life, Diogenes, smiling,
said, “ That all the imprecations usually uttered in
tragedies had fallen upon him ; that he had meither
house, nor city, nor country ; and that he lived
in a state of the utmost indigence from day to
day : but that to fortune he opposed firmness ; to
cus;om, nature ; and reason to the disorders of the .
soul.” .

There one day came a man to him to ask him
at what hour he ought to eat. « At any time you
please if you are rich,” said he, “but when you
can if you are poor.”

The Athenians urged him to be initiated into
their mysteries, assuring him that such as were in-

. structed in them would hold the first rank in the
other world. “ Ridiculous enough !’ replied Dio-
genes, “that Epaminondas and Agesilaus should
be doomed to remain among mud and clay, while
the wretched novitiates in your mysteries are per-
mitted to inhabit the fortunate islands.”

He had a custom of perfuming his feet; and
when asked his reason for it, he answered, ¢ The
odour of the perfumes that are put upon the head
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is immediately exhaled into the air, whereas, when
the feet are perfumed, the odour ascends to the
nostrils.”

A eunuch of infamous character had caused the
following inscription to be writfen over his door:
¢« Let nothing bad enter here.” ¢ Where, then,”
said Diogenes, “ shall the master of the house en-
ter 17 .

Some philosophers were attempting to prove that
there was no such thing as motion, when Diogenes
rose and began to walk. % What do you mean 1”
said one of them. “I am,” returned Diogenes,
“ refuting your arguments.”

One beginning to talk to him of astrology, he
said, ¢ Is it long, pray, since you arrived from the
skies 1”

Plato had defined man to be an animal having
two feet and no feathets. Diogenes, therefore, one
day plucked a-dunghill.cock, and, concealing it un-
der his cloak, went into the Academy, where, draw-
ing it forth, he threw it into the middle of the floor.
« There,” said he, “is Plato’s man.” Plato, in de-
fence of his definition, was obliged to observe that
this last animal had,long nails.

Passing through Megara, Diogenes noticed some
children quite naked, while the sheep were well
covered with wool :  Here,” said he, * it is better
to be a sheep than a child.” -

As he was one day eating, he observed some
mice busied in collecting the crumbs of bread which
he had let fall: % Ay,” said he, ““and does Diogenes
too feed parasites ?”

In coming out of the bath, he was asked if there
had been many men bathing. “No,” he replied :

y
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if, then, there had not been a great crowd of things
possessed of animal life. “ Very great,” said he.

Being one day invited to an entertainment, he
refused to attend, assigning as his reason that he
had been there the preceding day, and had not
been thanked for his company. .

A man carrying a large beam upon his shoulder,
. after running against Diogenes, said to him, « Take
~care.,” “How!” said Diogenes, “do you intend
to hit me again 1’ Some time after, meeting with
a like adventure, he struck in turn with his stick
the man who came against him, saying, “ Take
care of yourself.”

He was one day so drenched with rain that the
water was dripping from every part of his cloak;
and the wretched plight in which he appeared ex.
cited the pity of all who saw him; but Plato, hap.
pening to be present, said to them, ¢ If you would
make him really miserable, go away and do not
look at him.”

A man one day struck him on the face: «I did
not know,” said he, “ that it was necessary to walk
the streets with the head armed.” "On another oc-.
casion, one asked him what he, should give him to
let him strike him on the head. “A helmet,” he
replied. '

Midias one day beat him severely with his fist,
saying, “ Prosecute me, you shall have three hun-
dred pounds damages.” The next day, Diogenes,
taking an iron gauntlet, gave Midias a heavy blow
with it on the head, exclaiming, “ Prosecute ‘me,
you shall obtain like damages.”

Lysias, the apothecary, asked him whether he
believed there were any gods. “How should I
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not believe it,” said he, since I know that the only
enemies they have are such as you "%

Diogenes saw a man washing himself in hopes
of being purified : « Poor creature !” said he to
him, “you surely know that, though you should
wasbh till to-morrow, it would not secure you frorg
committing a grammatical blunder, and no more
will it purify you from crimes.”

At another time he saw a child in an indeceht
posture, upon which he ran up to his preceptor,
and, striking him with his stick, said to him, “ Why
do you pay so little attention to the instruction of
your pupil 7

‘A man came up to-him one day to show him a
horoscopet which he had arranged: « A fine thing
this!” said Diogenes ; “surely the purpose of it is
to keep pesple from dying of hunger.”

He found great fault with those who complained
of fortune. “ Men always ask for,” said he, “ what
they think good, not what really is so.”

Diogenes was convinced that many approved of
his manner of life ; but, as they did not follow his ex-

+ There is good sense, as well as wit, in this saying of Dio-
genes. If we examine the characters of those who are hostile to
religion and morals, we shall find the result favourable to both.
Infidelity is most often the result of immorality : * Men love
darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil.” )

+ Horo. (from wpa and oxowos, i. e., 8 considering of the
time or hour) is used fo designate the twelve signs of the zodiac,
in which is marked the disposition of the heavens for any given
time ; and hence the phrase, to draw or construct a horoscope, by
which ap 's nativity may be calculated, or his life and fortune
ascertained, as practised by astrologers. Such a scheme or
figure of the heavens is composed of twelve triangles, called
houses, in which are marked the stars, signs, and planets ; and
to each of these houses particular virtues are . For
more, see Encyc. Brit., art. H?J“g,‘ and House.
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ample, he used to say “that, though he was a dog
very much esteemed, none of those who praised
him had courage enough to go with him to the
chase.”

He reproached those who were terrified by their
dreams, but paid no regard to what passed in their
minds when awake, while they scrutinized with
superstitious nicety the illusions of their imagina-
tions during sleep. -

Perceiving a woman in a litter, he said, “ Surely
that is not a cage fit for so refractory an animal!”

Diogenes was greatly beloved and highly esteem-
ed by the Athenians, who publicly scourged one
that had broken his tub, and gave him another.

Every one talked of the happiness of Calisthenes,
who constantly sat at the table of Alexander: 1,
for my part,” said Diogenes, “ think him most un.
happy, for the very reason that he dines and sups
every day with Alexander.”*

Crateres used every method to allure him to his
court ; but Diogenes replied to him that he had
rather be obliged to live on bread only at Athens,
than in the greatest splendour in his palace.

Perdiccas one day threatened to kill him if he
did not pay him a visit. “You will have very
little merit in that,” said Diogenes; “it is no more
than the most insignificant venomous animal can
do ;. but be assured that, in order to live happily,
Diogenes has no need either of Perdiccas or of his

* Diogenes viewed it as an abridgment of his liberty, for
which there can be no equivalent. 7This s implied in the say-
ing as related by Laertius : * He must be unhappy, for he can
dina and sup only when Alexander pleases.” Diogenes justly
considered liberty as the greatest of terrestrial blesaings.
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grandeur.” ¢ Thanks to the gods!” he exclaimed,
“ who are 8o libéral in bestowing life upon men ;
but, alas! all its enjoyments are made up of feasts

and perfumes !” :

He one day saw a man getting his sandaly put
on by a slave : “ You will have him next blowing
your nose,” he exclaimed ; “what is the use of
your hands 7’

On another occasion, seeing the judges conduct-
ing to punishment a man who had robbed the pub-
lic treasury of a trifle, « There,” said he, “you see
great robbers taking a little one to prison.”

An ignorant rich man he compared to a sheep
with a golden fleece.

As he was once entering a bath, he observed a
young man performing many feats that were very
adroit, but somewhat indecent: “ The better you
do,” said he, % the more you are to be blamed.”*

On another occasion, when walking the street,
he noticed over the door of a spendthrift a notifi-
cation that the house was for sale: I knew,” said
he, “that  drunkenness would oblige your master
to vomit.”

A man once repreached him with his being an
exile: “Poor wretch!” replied Diogenes, “it is
the very thing with which I am most pleased,
since it is owing to this that I am a philosopher.”
At another titne one said to him, “ The Synopeans
have condemned you to perpetual banishment.”
« And I have condemned them,” he answered, “to
remain forever in their miserable couatry, on the
shore of the Pontus Euxinus.”

* Dow Bedrioy, Tocurw yeipow. By how much the better, by s0
much the worse.~Diog. Laert,
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‘He sometimes entreated statues to grant him
favours : being asked his reason for it, he replied,
«To accustom myself to meet with refusals.”
When compelled to beg, he was accustomed to say
to the first one he met, “If you have already
given alms to any one, show me the same favour ;
if you have not, begin with me.”

He was one day asked how Dionysius the tyrant
treated his friends. “ As men treat-bottles,” said
he: “when full, they hang them carefully up;
when empty, they throw them away.”

Observing in a tavern a great spendthrift eating
nothing but olives, “If you had always dined thus,”
said he, “ you would not have supped so ill now.”*

He observed that irregular desires were the
source of all misfortunes; but men of virtue are
portraitures of the gods; that a discourse finely
polished is honeycomb ; and that love is the occu-

ation of ‘the lazy.

Being asked what constitutes the greatest mis-
fortune, he replied, “ Poverty and age ;” what the
greatest terrestrial good, “ Liberty;”” what beast
, was most liable to death, “ Among wild animals,
: the backbiter ; and among tame, the flatterer.”

" - Taking a walk one day, he observed some wom-
en suspended by olive-branches : « Would to Heav-
en,” he cried, “ that every tree bore such fruit!”

Having been asked when it was prbper to marry,

¢ Among the ancients supper was the chief meal ; and now
that fashion has changed the temperate repast which our fore-
fathers enjoyed to recruit nature at twelve or one o'clock, ta.a
feast at six, seven, or eight, lasting through the rest of the
svening or night, it would be but proper to change the name
with the thing, and instead of dinner to call it supper. '
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«In youth,” he replied, ¢ it is too early ; in old age,
too late.” '

« Why,” inquired one of him, “is gold of a pale
colour?”’ ¢ Because,” he answered, ¢ there is in it
no little of the ingredient envy.”

He was one day urged to pursue his slave Manes,
who had run off: “It would be very ridiculous in-
deed,” said he, «if Manes could dispense with Di-
ogenes, and not Diogenes with Manes.”

A tyrant asked him one day of what brass he
had better make his statue. “Of the kind,” he
replied, « of which those of Harmodius and Aristo-
giton, those great enemies of tyrants, are made.”

Plato one day, in explaining his ideas, spoke of
the form of a table and of that.of a cup: “I can
see"a table,” said Diogenes, “and I can see a cup;
but I know as little of the form of a table as I do
of that of a cup.”™*

“True,” said Plato; “for to see a table and tp

* The word form is here to be understood in the same sense
with idea, tSsa.  In 80 far as obecurity constitutes sublimity, Pla- *
to’s doctrine of ideas is the perfection of the sublime ; for even
the acute and learned Dr. Reid is not sure that he understands
it. ¢ Plato,” he says, “believed that there are three eternal
first principles, from which all things have their origin : matter,
ideas, and an efficient cause. Matter is that of which all things
are made, which by all the ancient philosophers was conceived
to be eternal. Ideas are forms without matter, of every kind
of things which can exist ; which forms were also conceived by
Plato to be eternal and immutable, and to be the models or
patterns by which the efficient cause, that is, the Deity, formed
every part of this universe. These ideas were conceived to be

_the sole o}?ects of science, and, indeed, of all true knowledge.”

—Reid’s Essays on the Intellectual Powers of Man,vol. i., p. 179,

180, 8vo edit.” These ideas were abstract, and independent of

every individual thing in the universe ; they were to be discern-

ed in the Divine mind, previously to which, however, a certain
purification of the soul and abstraction from sensible objects

‘were requisite.
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see a cup you need only to have eyes; but to see
the form of a table and that of a cup, you must
pave understanding.” '

« What think you of Socrates?” said one to Di-
ogenes. “That he was a fool,” he replied.

Observing a young man blush, “Courage! my
_child,” said he, “that is the colour of virtue.”

Being chosen umpire between two lawyers, he
condemned them both: the one, because he had
actually deprived the other of his right ; the other,
because he complained of a wrong which he would
‘have done himself. :

Having been asked why people gave alms to
such as are lame or blind of an eye rather than
to philosophers, he replied, “ Because men expect
sooner to become lame or blind of an eye than to

become philosophers.”

One inquiring of him if he had no servant, either
man or woman, “Neither,” he replied. “And
who will bury you?”’ resumed the querist. “He
that stands in need of my house,” answered the
philosopher.

He was reproached by one for having once coin-
.ed base money : “It is true,” said Diogenes, “ that
.the time was when I was what you now are; but

the time will never come that you will be what I
at present am.” :

Aristippus fell in with him one day when he was
washing his herbs: “Diogenes,” said he to him,
“if you knew how to make yourself agreeable to
kings, you would not give yourself the trouble to
wash herbs.” ¢ And,” replied Diogenes, “if you
knew the pleasure there is in washing herbs, you
would not give yourself the trouble to please kings.”

-
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On anothet occasion he went into the school of.
a master who had very few scholars, but a great
many figures of the muses and other divinities:
¢ Counting the gods,” said Dlogenes to him, “you
have a goodly number of scholars.”

“ To what country do you belong?” mquu'ed
one of him. “Iam,” replied he, “a citizen of the
world ;”. hinting by this that a wise man should
have no predilection for any particular country.

Seeing a spendthrift passing, he asked him-for
a mina. “Why,” said the other, “do you ask a
mina of me, when you are content with @n obolus
from another ?” ¢ Because,” said he, “they will
give me something again; but it is very doubtful
whether you will have it a second time in your
power.”

He was asked whether death were an evil.-
“Impossible !” he said,.« seeing we do not feel it
even when present.”

Seeing an awkward fellow drawing his bow, he
immediately ran in before him: the person demand-
ing of him why e did it,  For fear you should hit
me,” he replied.

Antisthenes being dangerously ill, Diogenes went
to see him. “ Do you need a friend "’ said he to
him; signifying by this that it is especially in
affliction that true friends are wanted, for Dio-.
genes knew that Antisthenes bore his distress with
impatience.

e went to him at another time with a poniard
under his cloak. “ Ah!” said Antisthenes to him
on this occasion, “ah! what will deliver me from
these excruciating pains?” ¢ This,” exclaimed
Diogenes, holding out the weapon. «I wish to be
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delivered from my malady,” éaid Antidthenes, ¢ not

to be deprived of life.”

Diogenes was told that a great many people
made him the object of their ridicule. « What
matters it 7’ he replied § “suppose they do; and so
asses, when they show their teeth and grin, and
seem to laugh, probably intend to ridicule them.”
« But,” it was rejoined, “ they give themselves no
trouble about the asses.” ¢ Neither do I,” he said,
« give myself any trouble about them.”

He was one day asked why every one called him
a dog. ¢ Because,” said he, “I flatter those who
give me something, bark at those who give me no-
thing, and bite the wicked.” Lo

. Being asked at another time ‘to what species of
the dog he belonged, “ When hungry,” said he,

«I partake of the nature of the greyhound, and

caress everybody; but when my belly is full I be.

long to the mastiff kind, and bite every one I meet.”

Diogenes observing the rhetorician Anaximenes
passing by, who was very fat and portly, “ Give

. .me,” said he to him, “a little of .your redundant
flesh ; it will greatly oblige me, and ease you of a
most uncomfortable burden.” When reproached
for eating in the streets and market.places, he re-
plied, “ I am seized with hunger there as well as in
other places.” -

- Returning from Lacedemon to Athens, he was
asked from whence he came. %I have come,”
said he, “ from among men, and I am going among
women.” » :

There was a man one day adrhiring the number
of presents which he saw in a temple of Samo-
tiracia, “ There had been a great many more,”
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He was one day reproached for lodging in im-

proper places. ¢ The sun,” said he, ¢ enters into
still worse places and is not corrupted.”
. « How come you who know nothing,” said one
to him, to have’the impudence to rank yourself'
among philosophers?” Granting I had no other
merit,” he replied, “ than that of counterfeiting the
philosopher, that would be sufficient to make me
one.”

A young man being one day brought to him to
be his scholar, and his friends saying all the fine
things imaginable of him: that he was wise, that
his morals were good and his learning considera-
ble, Diogenes listened attentively till their pane-
gyric was concluded. “Since, then, he is so accom-

lished,” he at length replied,  why do you bring
gim tome? Ican be of no use to him.”

Coming onee inito a theatre at the time every
other person was going out, he was asked his rea~
son for it. * This,” said he, «is what I always do.”

Having been expelled from his kingdom of Syr
acuse, the tyrant Dionysius retired to Corinth,
where he was obliged by poverty to set up for a
schoolmaster. Hearing the children crying as he
was one day passing by his school, Diogenes went
in; and Dionysius, concluding the philosopher had
come to console him in his distress, said to him,
et o i e et o daigd et being
wdaltal to the order o gods; or, according to the Roman classi-
fieation, Bacchus belonged to the Dii Minorum Gentéum (the in-
forior gods), and Serapis to the Dii Majorum Gentium (the su
rior gods). 'To whatever high rank, therefore, Alexander in
pride and folly might in this way be supposed to aspire, Dio=

genes throws ridicule upon it by laying claim to still higher hon-
ours for ' L e
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Dioggnes was buried by the side of the gate ly-
ing towaxds the isthmus, and.there was placed on
his tomb a dog of Parian marble.*

The death of this philosopher happened in the

* The following epitaph is preserved by Diogenes Laertius
(Vit. Diog.); and as it must be interesting to see what has been
said of such a character, [ here present the reader with the origi:
nal, followed by an English translation. It has the usual char-
- acteristics of an epitaph : what is said is well said, except that
it is not true. -

T'7paoket xaikoc vmo xpovs aAdacovers
Kndog o wag awwy, Awoyeves, kabeAet.
Msvoc ems Buwrac avrapkea dofav edetfes
Ovnroig, xalwne ooy eAapporarov.

Nor breatmb[ass time spares, nor Parian stone;

Not 80 shall die, Diogenes, thy name ;
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first )"ear of the 114th Olympiad, and on the same
day that Alexander died at Babylon.*

Diogenes was honoured with several statues, ac-
companied by suitable inscriptions.

Bliss near and independent tho{ hast shown,
And earn’d the loftiest philosophic fame.

* According to Zlian, this happened on the 22d day of Febru-
ary, on which day of the same month Alexander likewise was
born.—ZLliani Var. Hist., ii., %{5

2



246 ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS.

CRATES.

CraTes, the Cynic, flourished about the 130th
Olympiad, and was one of the most distinguished
disciples of the famous Diogenes.

His father was Ascondus, a Theban, and his
family was highly respectable and possessed of
great wealth.

Being present at the representation of a tragedy
one day, in which one of the characters, Telephus,
was seen abandoning all his riches that he might
become a Cynic, he was so struck with the inci.
dent that he immediately resolved to do the same.*
He forthwith disposed of his whole estate for a sum
somewhat exceeding 200 talents: the entire amount
he placed in the hands of a banker, directing him
to restore it to his children provided they should
be possessed of feeble minds; but if they should
have sufficient elevation 6f soul to become philoso-
phers, it was then to be distributed among the citi-
zens of Thebes, as, in his view, philosophers have
no need of money. His friends entreating him to
change his resolution, he drove them with a stick
out of his doors. )

* If the representation of such a wretched charactey ss-thet
of a Cynic could procure imitation, what are we to expect
where passions far more dangetous and alluring than tie mere
love of sirgularity are exhibited ? - Surely-&o-great of
parental endearment is required to induce parents

their children from being present at theatrical rep
The public, instead of blaming the licentiousness of

should blame themselves for countenaneing it : the*avil
the public taste which eucourages and supports these es
) |

ments.
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During the. ssmmer Crates wore a-very: heavy
eloak, but in the most inclement weather in the
winter he was always very lightly clad, that he
might accustom himself to endure the extnemes of
both heat and cold. Without being in the lenst
abashed, he entered:houses of every description. tq
reprove: whatever displeased him.

He lived very austerely, and, like. the other Cyn,
ics, drank nothing but water.
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tirely free from faults; but there might he very
fine pomegranates, he added, though slightly spot-
ted with decay.

The magistrates of Athens accused him of wear-

ing linen in defiance of their prohibitien. ¢ Theo-
phrastus also wears it,” said Crates to them, “ as I
can instantly show you, if you wish.” The magis-
trates, not believing it, followed Crates to a bar-
ber’s shop, where, pointing to Theophrastus with
& linen towel under his chin, “ Look !’ said he;
#are you not now convinced that Theophrastus
wears linen as well as 17” and he emjoyed his
laugh at their expense. :
- Crates wished his scholars to be entirely detached
from the concerns of the world. ¢ All my posses-
sions,” said he, “consist in what I have learned ;
the rest I have abandoned to the lovers of pomp.”
He therefore exhorted them to avoid pleasure, since
nothing is more essential to philosophy than liberty,
and luxury is the most tyrannical of all masters.

Speaking of the corrupt manaers of his time, he

inveighed against the folly of those who spared no
expense, and stuck at nothing, however shameful,
where the gratification of passion was concerned,
but, whenever anything laudable and really useful
was to be done, grudged the smallest trifle.
- He was the author of that scale so famous since
his time : ¢ To-a cook,ten mine; to a physician,
a drachma; to a flatterer, five talents ; to a good
counsellor, wind ; to an infamous woman, a talent ;
and to a philosopher, an obolus.”

When asked what was the use of his philosophy,
he replied, “ To learn to be contented with pulse,
and to live without care or anxiety.”
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Demetrius Phalereus one day sent to him a few
loaves ogzre‘z:d al.:)d a bottle of wine. Crates, eﬁ
dignant that he s uldsupposea hilosopher n
ed wine, sent it back, saying, ould to heaven
we bad fountains algonof Abnead Lisd
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A

who wrote an apology for the Cynic philosophy, nor by Lucian
or Athenwus, who were so industrious in accumulating calum-

.nies against philosophers, they muet unquestionably be set
down among the malicidus fictions of later writers, who were
desirous to bring the Cynic and Stoic sects int6 discredit,—En-
Jicld's Hist. of Phil., vol. i, p. 311. )
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latter struck him a blow with his fist which raised
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. PYRRHO.

Preruo, the founder of the sect called Pyrrho-
nists or Skeptics, and who flourished about the 120th
Olympiad, was the son of Plistarchus, of the city
of Elea, in the Peloponnesus. He applied himeelf
at first to painting ; he next became the scholar of
Dryso, and lastly of the philosopher Anaxarchus,
to whom he was so much attached that he accom-
panied him into India. ‘

During the long time he spent in travelling, Pyr.
_rho cultivated with care the conversation of the
Magi, of the Gymnosophists, and of all the various
sects of Eastern philosophers; but, after making
himself thoroughly acquainted with their opiniens,
he was satisfied with none of them. ¢ Pruth,” he

* said, “ was hid in the bottom of a well ;” and con-

sidering everything as incomprehensible, he con.
cluded that the most rational part & man could act
v;;as to doubt everything and to decide upon no-
thing. :

“ill men,” he remarked, “regulate their con.
duct by received apinions; everything is done
through habit,-and examined with reference to the
laws and customs of a particular country; but
‘whether these laws be good or bad, it is impossible
to determine.” )

His first years he passed in indigence and obscu-
rity, practising, as has been already mentioned, the
art of painting ; and several of his pieces, in which
he succeeded well, were long preserved at Elea.
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¥e courted retirement, and seldom appeared in
public: he frequently travelled, but never informed
any one to what country he intended to go. Every
species of suffering he endured with apparent in.
sensibility, and gave so little credit to the intima
tions of sense, that he never turned aside to avoid
a rock or a precipice, and would sooner have suf-
fered himself to be crushed to pieces than stir a
foot to get out of the way of a chariot; but some
of his friends always accompanied him, and saved
him from the consequences to which his principles
exposed him.

He possessed an equable temper of mind, and
always dressed in the same way. If, when dis.
eoursing, the person whom he was addressing for
any reason retired and left him alone, Pyrrho cone
tinued to speak as if” he were still present, till he
had finished what he had to say: he treated every
person with the same indifference. ,

Apaxarchus one day unfortunately falling into &
ditch, and calling for assistance, his scholar Pyr-
rho, who happened to be just at hand, passed on
without paying the slightest attention to it. Pyr.
rho was blamed by many for his ingratitude to his
master ; but Anaxarchus commended him highly
for having attained to perfect apathy and disregard
of everything.

Pyrrho’s reputation soon - spread throughout
Greece, and many adopted his opinions. Such
veneration had the inhabitants of Elea for him, that
they created him sovereign pontiff over their reli-
gious ritesyand the Athenians presented him with
the freedof’qf their city. Epicurus was pleased
with his conversation, and never failed to express

Y .
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his admiration of his manner of life. He was
considered by every one as being in the true sense
of the word exempt from vanity and superstition,
and we are assured by the philosopher Timon that
he was reverenced as if he were a little god upon
earth. He lived in great harmony with his sister
Philista, who was a professed sage. So perfectly
indiflerent was he as to what he did, that he used
to sweep his own house, wash a sow, and bring
chickens and pigs to market.*

A dog flying upon him one day and attempting
to bite him, Pyrrho drove him away ; and when one
remarked to him that this was contrary to his
principles, “ Ah!'” he replied, “ how difficult it is
for a man entirely to divest himself of his preju-
dices! How hard to rise superior to humanity !
Let us, however, exert ourselVes to the utmost, and
to gain this end employ all the strength of our rea-
son.”’t

* Goldsmith was of the opinion, that if a man could only walk
with his head where his feet should be, and turn the laugh
against nature by exalting his feet to the place appointed to be
occupied by his head, he would be sure to make a fortune in
England ; while if he were to exert his head ever 80 much in
its proper place, he might be left to starve.  Dancing,” says
be (Citizen of the World, let. 21, vol. i.), “ Dancing is a very
respectable and genteel employment here: men have a greater
chance for encouragement from the merit of their heels than
their heads : one who jumps up and flourishes his toes three
times before he comes to the ground, may have three hundred
a year; he who flourishes them four fimes gets four hundred ;
but he who arrives at five times is inestimable, and may have
what salary he thinks proper!” This remark might be general-
ized ; if one act the madman upon system, he will be admired as
a superior being ; but, if reason should discover itself at inter-
valsof his phrensy, he may expect a strait-jacket.
t This is not a solitary instance of Pyrrho’s skepticism yield-
ing to the feelings and Kia.w'ono of humanity. From the man-
ner, probably, in Which his dinner was preparing, he one day got
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On another occasion, when sailing in a small
bark, the winds rose very high, and the vessel was
in great danger. Though the rest of the passen-
gers were in the deepest consternation, Pyrrho,
amid the fury of the tempest, remained perfectly
tranquil : pointing out to his companions a little
pig that was eating beside them with the same
composure as if the vessel were in port, he told
them that the confidence of that little animal de-
served the imitation of the wise, who should main.
tain the most. undisturbed equanimity in every sit.
uation. ;

Pyrrho had an ulcer; and the person who dis.
covered it was obliged to resort to a severe opera-
tion to cure it, pinching and cutting his flesh: Pyr-
rho, however, did not discover the least sensibility
to pain, nor so much as move a muscle of his face.

The highest degree of perfection to which, in
the opinion of this philosopher, a man can arrive,
is never to pass a judgment upon anything. His
disciples were all agreed in one point—that they
knew nothing. Some of them, however, sought
for truth in the hope of finding it, but others en.
tirely despaired of ever discovering it: some af-

into so violent a passion with his cook, that, seizing the spit
with the meat on it, he pursued him all the way to the market ;
and on another occasion he was so nonplused by the arguments
of the learned at Elis, that he fairly ran off, stripped himself,
and swam the river Alpheus. He probably found reason to re-
gard some things as certain before he did all this,

¢ Naturam expellas furca, tamen usque rccurret.”

With fire and fagot you may nature chase;
Yet, still resistless, she regains her Qlace.

Vid. Diog. Laert., Vit. Pyrrh. ; also Reid's Inquiry, . i.

.
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firmed that they knew nothing for certain ; while
others considered it unsafe to assert even this.

Pyrrho’s opinions prevailed to some extent prior
to his time ; but as no one before him had profess.
ed absolutely to doubt everything, he has always
been considered as the author and founder of the
sect of the Skeptics.

The reason assigned by this philosopher why we
should suspend our judgment is, that all our knowl.
edge of things is relative, and that we are totally
ignorant of their essential nature. Willow leaves,
for example, are sweet to goats and bitter to men ;
by the juice of hemlock quails are fattened and men
are killed ; Demophon, the attendant of Alexander,
was scorched in the shade and frozen by the sun;
and Andron of Argos traversed the sands of Libya
without needing drink.* What is considered just
in one country is considered unjust in another ; and
that which in one nation passes for virtue, in an-
other is condemned as vice. Thus among the
Persians it is lawful for a man to marry his own
daughter, while among the Greeks it is an abomi-
nable crime : the Cilicians reward, and the Greeks
punish, robbery.}

*+ We may very well spare to the Skeptics all who are capa-
ble of belicving these last two anecdotes. They are very unfit
persons to decide, it is true; but then they make up for this by
their wonderful facility in believing. I canpot help remarking,
however, that we have whole pages of similar affirmations, from
which Pyrrho does not hesitate to draw the like conclusions,

18, other affirmations.
t The different lights in which a question of morals may be

regarded by different individuale or nations, furnishes no argu-
ment to disprove either the reality or the singleness of virtue.

It affords, however, a striking proof of the blindness and perver-
sion of the human intellect, and of the rfecessity there was of a
Divine revelation to settle and define both the grounds and rules

of moral action.—Am. Ed.
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Aristippus has one notion of pleasure, Antisthe-
nes another, and Epicurus-a third, differing from
both : the doctrine of a Providence is received by
some and rejected by others: by the Egyptians the
dead are interred, the Indians burn them, and the -
Pzeonians throw them into ponds : what seems one
colour in the light of the sun, appears another col-
our by the light of the moon, and in candlelight
assumes an appearance resembling neither; the
neck of a pigeon has different colours, according
to its relative position: wine used in moderation
strengthens, but used to excess it debilitates the
mind and deranges the whole system: what is on
the right hand of one man is on the left of another,
and Greece, which is east in regard of Italy, is
west in regard of Persia: what would be consid.
‘ered a miracle in one country is no more than a
common event in another.

The same man is a father in relation to some
persons and a brother in relation to others: in
short, contrariety meeting them everywhere, de-
termined Pyrrho and his disciples never to define
anything, as there was nothing in the world with
the essential nature of which they were perfectly
acquainted, and as they could speak merely of the
relation of one object to another. Since they knew
nothing which they could call truth, they banished
all demonstrations ; for, said they, every demonstra-
tion must be founded on some truth, so clear and
evident as to stand in no need of proof ;* now there
is nothing of this nature in the world ;1 for, though

* Of this nature unquestionably is the evidence of sense, and
of memory, except when diseased.

.t This 1s what logicians caYll a petitio principii, or taking for
2
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to a particular person a thing may appear evident,
to others he is obliged to give a reason why it so
appears.

After Homer, Pyrrho used to compare men to
leaves, which in perpetual succession germinate
and fall.

From the time of his first attracting public no-
tice, Pyrrho was always regarded with esteem, and
died at upward of ninety years of age.

granted the thing to be proved ; and the conclusion of the syllo-
gism in the text contradicts the first proposition, it contains an
affirmation. .



BION. , 269

BION.

Bion flourished about the 114th Olympiad. He
studied for a cousiderable time in the Academy,
but afterward conceived a dislike for that school,
s0 that, turning its principles into ridicule, he at last
abandoned it altogether, and, assuming the cloak,
the staff, and the bag, became a Cynic. The dog-
mas of this sect, however, did not tally altogether
with his humour, and he accommodated them to his
views by tempering them with seme of the precepts
of Theodorus, the scholar and successor of Aristip-
pus in the Cyrenaic school : last of all, he studied
under Theophrastus, the successor of Aristotle.

Possessed of acute parts, Bion was an excellent
logician: he was also a proficient in poetry and
music, and had a particular turn for mathematics.

He was fond of high living, and led a very de-
bauched life. He never continued long in the same
place, moving about from one city to another, and
always contriving to be present wherever there was
a fine entertainment; for to such his sprightly .
humour never failed to gain him a ready admittance,
being a very agreeable companion, and every one
considering him an indispensable part of the feast.

Bion was informed that some of his friends bad
related certain anecdotes to Antigonus, exposing
his mean birth: he did not, however, discover the
least resentment on the occasion, nor even let it be
known that he bad made the discovery. Some time

after Antigonus sent for Bion, expecting greatly to

-
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embarrass him. “ Inform me,” said the king to him,
“ what is your name, your country, and your origin ;
and of what profession and in what circumstances
your parents were.”

Without being in the least disconcerted, Bion
replied : « My father was a freedman, whose em-

loyment was to sell salt butter and hog’s lard.

e had been so dreadfully mangled by his master,
that it was impossible to say what sort of a face be
paturally had. He was a Scythian, born on the
banks of the Borysthenes, and first became ac-
quainted with my mother in a house of bad reputa-
tion, where their hopeful marriage was celebrated.
My father afterward committed some crime, with
the precise nature of which I was never acquainted,
for which he, his wife and his children, were ex.
posed to sale. I was then a sprightly boy, and was
purchased by an orator, who on his death bequeath-
ed to me all his effects ; but I instantly tore up the
instrument by which I could have claimed his es-
tate, threw it into the fire, and went to Athens,
where I applied to the study of philosophy. You
now know my name, my country, and my extrac-
tion, as far as | have any knowledge of them myself ;
and what I tell you is the truth; but Perseus and
Philonides have been merely amusing you with
fables.” :

Being asked what it was that constituted the most
unhappy character, Bion replied, “ To be passion.
ate and inconsiderate, and at the same time to be
iii?si:',ous of being happy and of leading a tranquil

e‘

% Old age,” he said, “is the haven of evils, for to
this point misfortunes resort in crowds; that it is
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according to the glory which a man has acquired
in the world that he ought to number his years;
that beauty is foreign to us, inasmuch as it does
not depend on our choice ; and that riches are the
basis of all great enterprises, since without them
ability itself is weakness.”

He once met a man who had até up all his prop-
erty. “ The earth,” said he to him, «swallowed
up Amphiaraus, but you have swallowed up the
earth.”

A loquacious fellow, who was also very importu-
nate, came up to him one day, and observed that he
had a favour to ask of him. «If you will send me
a message,” replied Bion, “ informing me what you
wish, and not come yourself, I will cheerfully do
for you anything you please.”

Sailing once with persons of infamous character,
the vessel was taken by pirates. “Ah!”’ said his
fellow-passengers to each other, “if we come to
be known we are undone.” ¢ And I,” said Bion,
¢if I remain unknown.”

An envious person coming up'to him one da;
with a dejected air, “ Has some misfortune befallen
you,” said Bion, “or has some good happened to
another 1”

Seeing a miser passing by, « It is not you,” said
he, “ who possess your riches, but your riches
which possess you.” ¢ Misers,” he remarked,
“ were as careful of their money as if it were really
their own, but as much afraid to touch it as though
it belonged to others.”

To be incapable of suffering he considered as
one of the greatest of evils.

He said that no one should ridicule age, since to
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that all wish to arrive ; that it is better to give
away one’s property than to desire that of other’s,
since a man may be happy with but little, but must
be unhappy while he has desires; that temerity is
unbecomiug even in a young man, but that prudence
alone should be consulted by the aged ; and that,
after entering inte friendships, we ought steadily
to maintain them, lest we should appear to have
associated with the bad, or broken off with the
ood.

He told his friends that they might look upon
themselves as having made some proficiency in
philosophy, when they experienced the same emo-
tions whether complimented or reproached.

Prudence he considered to be as much superior
to the other virtues as is sight to the other senses.

“Impiety,” he remarked, “is a bad companion
for conscience, since it is very difficult for & man
to moralize well while his conscience reproaches
.him, and while he feels that he has justly offended
the Deity.”* -

_When at Rhodes, Bion observed that eloquence
and the art of declamation engaged the whole at-
tention of the Athenians of that isldnd; and be-
ginning himselfto teach philosophy, he was blamed
by one for not concurring with the rest.” I have
imported wheat,” replied Bion, ¢ and do you wish
me to sell barley ?”

He was one day asked why he had been unable

* This is a very just reflection, and it is founded in human
nature. Bad morals almost necessarily produce bad principles;
and immoral men argue against religion because it is their inter-

- est that it should be false. Bion, however, is an instance, to
show that good principles, or, rather, fine sayings, do not neces-
sarily involve good morals.
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.
to induce any youth to remain with him. ¢Be.
cause,” said he, “you cannot draw a soft cheese
after you by a hook.”

When one was speaking of the punishment of
the Danaides,* who were doomed perpetually to
draw water in tubs full of holes, he said, I should
consider them much more to be pitied were they
condemned to draw water in vessels without any
hole.”

During his stay at Rhodes he corrupted many of
the youth, in order to support his influence by them
in that country ; and, after leading an infamous life,
he fell ill at Chaicis, where for aﬁong time he lan-
guished under disease. As he was poor, and had
nothing wherewith to hire proper persons for ta-
king care of him, Antigonus sent him two slaves,
with a chariot, to attend him wherever he chose.

It is said that during his illness Bion repented of
his contempt for the gods, and entreated them to
deliver him from his pitiable state, confessing bis
crimes over victims which he adorned with flowers.
He even had the weakness to implore the aid of an
old sorceress, to whose guidance he gave himself
up, and held out his neck and arms to her, that she
might practise her spells.. He fell, indeed, into the
most surprising superstitions, ornamenting his door
with laurel, and doing everything that flattered him
with the slightest hope of preserving his life ; but
every remedy proving unavailing, the hapless Bion
at length sunk under the maladies which he had
brought on himself by libertinism and debauchery.

* The fifty daughters of Danaus, king of Argos, who _we.re
condemned to this punishment in the lower regions for killing
their hu:EagnMs.—See Anthon’s Classical Dictionary, art. Danaxs.

-
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EPICURUS.

Ericurus, of the family of the Philaides, was
born at Athens about the 109th Olympiad. At the
sge of fourteen he applied to the study of philoso-
phy, under the direction of Pamphilus the Platonist,
at Samos; but, not relishing his doctrines, he left
his school without attaching himself to any other
master. Itis said that at this time he taught gram-
mar, with which he also soon became disgusted.
He took great pleasure in reading the writings of
Democritus, of which he afterward availed himself
in forming his system.

He taught philosophy first at Mytilene, then at
Lampsacus, and five years after he went to Athens,
where he established a new sect. Here he bought
a beautiful garden, which he cultivated with his own
hands, set up his school in it, and lived a retired
and happy life among his scholars. He instructed
them while walking and travelling about, and made
them repeat from memory the precepts which he

bad delivered. People flocked from every part of
Greece to enjoy the pleasure of hearing him, and
to contemplate him in his retirement.

Epicurus was a man of great integrity and can.
dour, and to every one he was mild and affable.
Such was his tenderness for his relations and
friends, that he sought by every means to promote
their happiness, and surrendered to their disposal
all that he possessed.. He earnestly recommended
to his scholars humanity and kindness to their
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slaves; and, to enforce precept by example, he
treated his own with the utmost generosity, per-
mitting them to study, and instructing them as
though they had been his pupils. )

His ordinary food consisted of bread and water,
and of such fruits and pulse as his own garden .
proauoed. Sometimes, however, he called for a
little milk and cheese, * that,” said he, “I may oc.
casionally have good cheer.” ¢Behold!” says
Laertius, “his manner of living, who has been
mmade to pass for the greatest voluptuary.” “Ah!”
says Cicero, in his Tusculan Questions, « with how
little Epicurus was contented !”

The scholars of Epicurus imitated the frugality
and other virtues of their master: like him, they
lived on pulse and milk, and, though a few of them
drank a little wine, their general beverage was
water. Epicurus did not wish his pupils, like those
of Eythagoras, to have a common purse; “be.
cause,” said he, “it is a mark rather of mutual mis.
trust than of perfect union.”

The study of philosophy he considered as the
noblest employment of the human mind : the young,
he said, couid not begin it too early, and the aged
ought never to relinquish it, since the end pror
posed by it is to live happy ; an object which should
guide and animate every one’s pursuits.*

* Hec studia adolescentiam alunt, bl ; d
Yes ornant, adversis perfugivm et solatium prabent ; delectant domi,
non i iunt foris; pernoctant nobiscum, peregrinantur, rustican-
tur.”—Clic. pro Archias.—These studies give strength in youth,
and joy in oid age; adorn prosperity, and are the _suprort and
consolation of adversity; at home they are delightful, and
abroad they are easy ; at night they are company to us; when

we travel they attend us, and in our rural rétirements they do
not forsake us, °*
Z
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The felicity of which philosophers speak is a
natural felicity ; that is to say, a degree of happi-
ness which it is possible for us to attain even in the
present life by the powers with which mature has
endowed us. According to Epicurus, this happi-

. ness consists in pleasure; not in sehsual i:%dul.
gence, but in health of body and tranquillity of
mind: his idea of the summum bonum, or supreme
good, was the highest enjoyment of these two
blessings at the same time.*

He taught that virtue is the most powerful means
of rendering life happy, inasmuch as there is no.
thing more pleasant than to live wigely and accord-
ing to the rules of probity; to have nothing with
which to reproach one’s self; to be stained with
no crime; to injure no person; to do as much
good as is in our power ; in a word, never to fail
in any of the duties of life; and hence he infers
that the good alone can be happy, and that yjrtue
is inseparable from pleasure.

He was never weary in praising sobriety and
continence, which have a wonderful tendency to
preserve the mind in settled tranquillity, and the
body in health; or, even when the latter has re-
ceived a shock, to restore it. *It is necessary,”
said he, “to accustom one’s self to live on little,
for the power of doing so constitutes the most val.
uable possession which it is possible to acquire.
Not only do the most common sorts of food afford
the hungry man as much pleasure as the most deli.
cious, but they have far greater advantages. By
their use the head is never disordered, and the

* Mens sana in corpore sano.—Juv., Sat. x.
With healthfal body grant a vigotous mind!
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mind is -kept free, always enjoying a capability of
engaging in the investigation of truth, and of weigh-
ing the motives which should influence our con.
duct, and make us prefer one action to another: in
short, by such a mode of living occasional festivals
are enjoyed with a higher ralish, and when accus-
tomed to live on the little which nature requires,
we can bear the reverses of fortune with greater
equanimity than if we were habituated to luxury
and magnificence. It is impossible,” he adds, too
carefully to avoid those indulgences which destroy
the health of the body and debase the soul; and -
though pleasure be in itself desirable, we should
resolutely stand aloof when the pains which flow
from it surpass the enjoyment which it yields; and
for the same reason that it is eligible to suffer an
evil which we are sure will produce a greater good.”
Contrary to the Cyrenaics, he was of the opinion
that indolence is a perpetual pleasure, and that
the pleasures of the mind are much more sensible
than those of the body : ¢ For,” says he, ¢ the body
feels present pain only; while the mind, besides
the present, feels also the past and the future.*

+ Such is the ethical philosophy of Epicurus. It is very dif-
ferent, we see, from what is generally condemned as such ; but
that the account given of jt by Fenelon is not more favourable
than the truth demands, is clearly evinced by Cicero’s first and
esecond De Finibus, and Cicero was no friend to the sect.
Pleasure is l_geﬂenl term ; and Epicurue used ndovn, the Greek
word signifying it, in a general sense : in his philosophy it im-
plied a rational pursuit of happi Thus “ A man cannot live

F"—-l.hnt is, hnpfl'ly—“ unless he live wisely, honourably,
and justly ; nor can he live wisely, honourably, and justly wi
out "i:f pleasantly. A state be happy”—observe that
the wo h’ﬂ is used for pleasant in the former sentence—* a
state cannot be happy when embroiled by sedition, nor a famil
while the heads of 1t are at variance ; much less can.the so
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Epicurus held that the soul is corporeal, because,
in the first place, it acts upon the body ;* secondly,
because it shares in all its joys and sprrows ; third-
ly, because when asleep it instantaneously awakes
it; and, lastly, because the countenance assumes
various colours, accogding to the different emotions
of the soul. The false doctrine on which this prin-
ciple rests, and which he constantly maintains, is,
that the mind could in no case act upon the hody
unless it were itself corporeal.

Tangere enim et tangi, nisi corpus, nulla potest res.
For matter only can be touched, or touch.

He considered the soul merely a spbtle sub-
stratum of matter spread over the whale body, of
when discordant and dissatisfied with itself, in the least degtree
enjoy free, unalloyed pl e” (voluptatis).—Cic., Ile Fin., i., 18.
“To live hapﬁily," says he, accordin%i to Cicero in adother

Y.

lace,  is neither more nor less than to live in pleasure.”— Cic.,
)

Fin., i., 12. But in the philosophy.of Epicurus, p e,
wisdom, and virtus are eynonymous terms: ‘“ In order to ejo
this pl e (ndovn, voluptas, Cic.), we must,” says he, *take
Wisdom for our guide, who, having dispelled our terrors, eradi-
cated our desires, and torn off the veil of false opinions, offers
berself as our unerring guide to e, It is Wisdom alone
which can dispel the gloom of the soul, forbid us to fear, and
by her grecepts enable us to spend life in tranquillity, and ex-
tinguish the ardour of every desire ; for the desires are insatia-
ble; they destroy individuals; are the: ruin of families, and
sometimes the destruction of states.”—De Fin., i., 13, ubi
The morals of Epicurus, then, wheg properly explained, do not
appesr inferior to those of any philosopher of the heathen world ;
while his manners were in the highest degree amiable, and his
chief delight wus to philosophize in his angusth domus, sed plena
amicorum—his small house, but full of friends. Of his physical
g:ll:)calgles. however, and his theological tenets, no defence can

red ; and I sincerely wish it could be said that no such
system has disgraced more enlightened times.
* The conclusion is wholly illogical, unless it can be proved
that body alone can act upon body ; that matter possesses i
pnnclpmol motion, and that it can be affected or acted upon by
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which it constitutes a part, in the same way as does
the foot, the hand, the head, and hence he con-
cludes that it perishes at death ; that, like a vapour,
it is dissipated as soon as the body is deprived of
‘sensation : whence he again infers, inasmuch as
good and evil consist in sensation, and death is the
privation of all sensation, that death is no evil.
According to this philosopher, then, death is a thing
in which we are no way concerned, since we have .
nothing in common with it :» when we exist, it does
not; and when it exists, we do not.

On this is founded his doctrine of making the
" most of the present. ¢ Indeed,” said he, “ when a
man is in the wqrld, it is very natural that he
should wish to stayin it as long as he finds en-
tertainment ; but he ought to feel no more reluc.
tance in leaving it than in rising from a table at
which he has enjoyed an agreeable repast.”

« Very few,” he said, “ make a proper use of life ;
despising the present, most men defer living happy
till the future; and thus they are surprised by
‘death before their designs are executed.” To this
procrastination Epicurus attributed the misery of
human life: he was, accordingly, of the opinion
that we ought to enjoy the present without reckon-
ing on the future; that we should value life, not by
the number of years we remain on earth, but solely
by the amount of pleasure that it yields. “A
pleasant life, though short,” said he, “is much more
to be desired than one which is long, but, at the
same time, irksome and disagreeable : it is delicac
that is required at a fine entertainment, and not a
great quantity of ill.prepared viands. If we believe
that afier death we shallzbg forever deprived of all
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the advantages of life, we must also suppose that
we shall then have no more desire of possessi
them than we had before we began to exist.”

Fear, arising from what was said of the infernal
regions, he considered as a great mark of weak-
ness. *The punishments,” said he, “ of Tantalus,
of Sisyphus, of Tityus, and of the Danaides, are
nothing more than the fictions of poets, in which
are represented the troubles and passions with
which men in the present world are tormented;
and men should divest themse]ves of all fears which
disturb the repose and tranquillity of Yife.”

Rejecting the doctrine of Fate, he makes liberty
to congist in total indifference. The art of divi-
nation he considered a laughaple imposition, since
it is impossible to know anything of the future,
everything depending on the caprice of men, and
having no necessary or predeterminate cause.

Epicurus always spoke in sublime strains of the
Deity, and wished to impress the minds of men
with elevated sentiments in regard to Him. He
reprobated the impiety of attributing to Him any-
thing unworthy of immortality and unmingled bliss,
The impious man,” he said, “is not he who re.
jects the gods whom the vulgar adore, but he who
believes them capable of the follies which the vul.
gar ascribe to them.” .

He conceived that the Deity had a right to our
worship from the excellence of his own nature ;
and that in this view alone, and not from any fear
of punishment or hope of reward, we ought to
present to him our tribute of praise and adoration.*

+ This was the sentiment of Fenelon himself, as has been
mentioned in bis Life; 8ad, alihough not natural, it crtaily
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He inveighed against those superstitions which im.
_ upon the least instructed portion of mankind,
and which often serve as a cloak for the greatest
crimes.

The religion of the country in which Epicurus
'was born represented the gods as exempt from none
of the frailties or passions of men: he considered
them as happy beings, dwelling amid delightful
scenes, inaccessible to wind, rain, or snow, where
all was calm and serene, and Where, in light brill-
iant beyond conception, they were ‘perpetually oc.
cuged in the contemplation of their own feliity.

rom his notions of the gods he excluded eve

thing connected with humanity, considering thejr
happiness to be wholly indegendent of us, and in.
.capable of being affected either by our good or bad
actions. He believed them also to be quite nncon.
cerped about the affairs of men, and majntained
that if they were to interfere in the government of
.the world, their repose would necessarily be dis-
turbed.* Hence he concluded that invecations,
prayers, and sacrifices were superfluous, and that
there was no propriety in having recourse to the
gods, or in prostrating ourselves before their altars,
under all the acoidents and difficulties of life ; but
that in perfect tranquillity, and without any emo-
tion, we should regard all the changing eircumstan.
ces that may befall us. ~

He added that it was not from reason that men
derived their ideas of the gods, but that the fear-

* The proper and only worthy notion of the Deity is, that he

. can perform all this, and be everywhere present, controlling and

directing the affairs of the univefe without any diminution of
infinite felicity.

. -
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ful apprehensions they entertain of them have
their origin in the hideous phantoms of their own
imaginations during sleep. These spectres seem
to menace us in an imperious and haughty tone,
suited to their majestic -mien, and to perform at

leasure things the most surprising and unaccount.-
able. As there is no place in which these phan-
toms do not appear, and as there are many won-
derful things of whigh they seem to be the cause, the
ignorant, contemplating the sun, the moon, and the
stdrs, and their revolutions, so astonishingly*regus
lar, immediately conclude these nocturnal spdiiy
to be beings eternal and ommipotent; and ‘fi
midst of the firmament, whence they see the thifig
der, lightning, rain, hail, and snow proceed, thdy’
assign as the place of their abode. They consider
them as presiding over this wonderful machine of
the world, and attribute to them all effects of
which they cannot themselves discover the causes:
hence, according to Epicurus, the origin of altars;
and to these false and groundless fears he points as
the source of religious homage.

In regard to the delightful mansions in which
the gods dwell, Lucretius, agreeably to the doc-
trine of Eplcurus, says, we are not to suppose that
there is the slightest resemblance bétween them
‘and the palaces we see on earth; for that the gods,
being composed of 8 kind of matter so refined as.

‘to elude the cognizance of our senses, and to be *

“scarcely perceptible, even to the eyes of the mind,
‘the places which they inhabit must of necessity
‘be adapted to the subtilty of their nature.
Philosophers are agreed that, according to the
ordinary course of nature, from nothing nothing can
)
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be produced ; and that nothing which exists can be
reduced to nothing ; thus experience teaches us that
from the ruins of one body other bodies are inva-
riably produced ; and this being so, all bodies must
have one common substratum or original matter,
Various opinions have been entertained concern-
ing this-original matter : Epicurus supposed it to
consist of atoms ; that is, small indivisible corpus.
cles, of which he says al] things are composed.

;. Besides atoms, he admitted another principle,
sgeuum or void. This he did not consider as a
constituent principle entering into the compositionof

. bodies, but as that which was necessary to allow of
motion ; “For,” said he, “were there not small
empty spaces throughout nature, nothing could ever
move ; the whole mass of matter would perpetually
remain in s state of cohesion, firm and immaovable
as a rock ; and, consequently, there could be no re-
production.” .

He held that these atoms have existed from eters
nity ; that, though finite, their figure is varied tq
an inconceivable degree, and that under every fig.
ure there is, so to.speak, an infinite pumber of ats
oms ; that their own weight was the cause of their
motion, and that,coming in callision, they frequently
united ; that the different manner in which they ar+
ranged themselves has produced the various objecig
which we see in nature; and, consequently, that
these abjects should be considered as owing theis
existence altogether to chance, which caused the
coming together of a*certain quantity of*atoms of
this qr that configuration.,

These atoms he compared to the letters of the
alphabet, which, according to their different ar-
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rangement, form different words; thus, for exam-
ple, being and begin are quite different, though com-
posed of the same letters ;* so also atoms, which
compose a certain body when arranged in one way,
compose one entirely different when arranged in
another way.

He asserts, however, that all kinds of atoms can-
not indifferently enter into the composition of bod-
ies of every description : thus, for instance, it is
very probable that those which form a fleece of
wool cannot enter into the composition of a dia-
mond, as we see many words which have not one
letter in common.

These minute bodies he supposed to be in per-
petual motion, and that hence natural objects are
perpetually changing their state.

hus one set of objects is continually augmenting
by the diminution of another set ; one body decays,
while another is daily acquiring fresh vigour ; and
hence the duration of everything is limited : in pro.
portion as one body wastes, the atoms Which de.
tach themselves from it unite with other atoms,
and form a body quite different from that to which
they had formerly belonged, so that, though every-
thing is temporary, nothing ever perishes; and
though things constantly disappear, nothing is ever

annihilated.

Epicurus supposed that there was a time when
all these primordial atoms were in a state of sep-
aration from each other; that by fortuitous con.
course they successively formed an infinite num-
ber of worlds, each of which, at the end of a cer-

* Fenelon exemplifies ‘this by the French words estre and reste,
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tain period, perishes, either by fire, as the sun,
were he to approach too near the' earth, would
burn it up, or by some great and terrible convul.
sion, which may in a moment overwhelm and de-
stroy it; that, in fine, there are various ways in
which each world may perish; but, however this
may be effected, there will arise from the ruins of
the one, another which will immediately begin to
produce new animals; that it is probable, indeed,
that the world which we inhabit is nothing mare
than the ruins of some mighty destruction, as
would appear from those dreadful gulfs of the sea,
those long chains of mountains of prodigious
height, those immense beds of rocks, of which
some lie horizontally, others perpendicularly, while
others, again, are thrown together in the most fan.
tastical manner imaginable ; also from the great
irregularities observable in the bowels of the earth
—subterranean rivers, lakes, caverns ; and, indeed,
from similar irregularities on the surface of the
earth, which is intersected by seas, lakes, straits,
islands, and mountains. _ _
According to this philogopher, the universe is
idfinite : the grand whole has neither centre nor
limits; and, set out from any point you can imagine,
still you will have an infinite space to traverse,
without the possibility of ever coming to an end.
He considered that person a fool who could be
so vain. as to imagine that the gods had made this
world out of regard to man: “There is,” said he,
% no probability that, after having remained so long
in a state of tranquillity, the gods should have
thought of changing- their first manner of life to
adopt a different; and, besides, it is easy to per-
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teive, by the defects which we discover in the
world, that it cannot be their work.”™

He 'supposed that men and all animals were at
first produced from the ground, in the same man-
ner as are still produced rats, moles, worms, and
insects of every sort. The primitive earth he be-
Yieved to have been fat and nitrous, and that the sun,
gradually warming it, soon covered it with herbage
#nd shrubs ; that after this there started up on the
surface of the ground a great number of small tu.
mours like mushrooms, which arriving in a certain
time to maturity, the skin burst, and there came
forth little animals, which, gradually retiring from
fhe place where they were produced, began at
length to respire; and that from these protuber.
andes theie proceeded, on the birth of the animal,
streams ‘of milk for its nourishment.

Among the different kinds of animals thus pro-
duced there were a great many monsters ; some
without feet, others without heads; some wanted
the mouth, and in others there was nothing but the
trunk ; and hence, from inability to receive nutri.
fnent and to propagate their species, many of the
otiginal animals became extinct, so that there re-
mhain now those only to which chance was propi.
tious.

In the beginning of the world cold and heat

* Itis remarkable that, the more the present physical condition
of ‘things is examined, the more are the regulurity and ‘harmony
of its parts discovered. What to the observer app
disorder, is ascertained by the patient inquirer to be ive
o the perfection and utility of the whole, and demonstrates that
the comrnon Parent ‘of all is  from seeming evil still educing
g00d."—See Derham’s Physico- Theology, Ray on the Wisdom of

God'in the Creation, Paley's N
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were not destructive of life, nor were the winds as
violent as now : everything was then in an infan.
tile state. The first men, thus proceeding from
the earth, were more robust than their descend.
ants, and incapable of being injured by any kind of
nutriment; they were covered with a shaggy hair
like bears, which protected them from the inclem.
ency of the seasons; when overtaken by night,
they lay down to sleep wherever théy might chance
to be, and screened themselves from the rain by
the shelter of a tree.

Men did not at first live in a state of society, but
each one consulted his own individual convenience s
the earth in the mean time had produced forests,
the trees of which were constantly growing ; and
thus men soon began to live upon acorns, the fruit
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to different objects, until at length they formed a
sort of language by which they could communicate
their thoughts.

The sun revealed to them the use of fire without
their having any trouble in making the discovery,
and by its rays the viands which they had procured
in the chase were broiled ; one day, however, a
flash of lightning fell upon some combustible sub-
stance, instantly setting it on fire; and men, al-
ready acquainted with the use of this element, in-
stead of extinguishing, were at great pains to pre-
serve it, every one carrying off a portion of it to
his dwelling, and employing it in dressing his food.
After this cities began to be built, and Jands were
divided, though unequally, the best portions falling
to the lot of those who were possessed of the great.
est strength or address ; and these gradually made
themselves kings, and reduced the rest to subjec-
tion, compelling them to build citadels for them, to
protect them against their neighbours.*

The arms then in use were the fists, the nails,
the teeth, stones, and sticks, and such were the
weapons with which they decided their disputes.

In burning the forests, they discovered veins of
metal running along small apertures in the ground:

* From this and other }mugee, unfolding the ideas of Epicu-
rus concerning the first formation of seciety, it appears highly
probable that his system afforded Rousseau the hint for his
Origine de P Inegalité des Hommes.

It may aleo be remarked, in which, however, [ have been fpl’ob-
ably anticipated by my readers, that of all these lives, that of Epi-
curus is the best written. Over itis diffused a greater portion of
the glow of Fenelon’s elegant imagination: it seems to have
been written more con amore ; and we are more frettlentl re-
minded of the beautiful descriptions with which we have

in his Telemachus.

~
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its brilliancy excited their admiration; and from
what they saw they imagined that by means of fire
they could make of it what they pleased. The
making of arms was the first use to which they
thought of applying it; and, finding that copper
was susceptible of a better edge than gold, the
Jatter was less valued than the former : they soon
came to employ it in the manufacture of bits, of
ploughshares, and, in short, of everything to which
it could be applied of which they stood in need.

Before the invention of iron, clothes were made
by knitting various materials together ; but, having
Jearned the value of that metal, and the purposes
to which it could be applied, by means of it they
contrived to spin and weave, and by these pro.
cesses to convert wool and flax into convenient ar-.
ticles of dress. .

The art of sowing nature herself taught; for
from the beginning of the world men had observed
that acorns, falling from oaks, produced other trees
exactly resembling them ; and, accordingly, when
they wished to have oaks in any particular spot,
they planted acorns. Noticing also that the same
thing happened in regard of all other plants, each
one began to sow that particular grain of which he
stood most inpeed ; and soon perceiving that the in-
crease depended in a great measure on the degree
of culture which the soil had received, agriculture
became an objéet of general attention.

Till now strength and address had always pre-
vailed ; but'when .gold began to attract attention,
and men allowed themselves to be captivated by
its brilliancy, they became eager to hoard it up :
some, accordingly, acquired great wealth ; and tﬂe
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people, abandoning their kings, whose only superi-

ority consisted in cunning or force, attached them-

selves to the rich; the result of which was, that the

kings were assassinated, governments became pop-

ular, laws were formed, and magistrates were

elected to enforce obedience to them, and to man-
the affairs of the commonwealth.

As the ferocity of these primitive men subsided,
social intercourse was extended ; men began to en.
tertain each other; after regaling themselves with
the repast, they listened to the singing of birds, and
in attempting to imitate them, they soon compased
songs adapted to the airs of the feathered tribes;
the whistling of the winds also among the reeds led
to the invention of the flute, and admiration of the
celestial bodies allured to the study of astronomy.
Avarice now gave the tone to ¢heir feelings and
directed all their actions ; to dispossess each other
of their riches, they engaged in fierce and sangui-
nary wars; and the illustrious actions which sprang
from these produced poets to charm the ear, and
painters to delight the eye ; but leisure. and peace-
ful repose at length succeeded, when they brought
to perfection the arts to which necessity had given
birth, and for the convenience and embellishment
of life invented others.

To the natural objection that the earth does not
now produce men, lions, and dogs, Epicurus re-

lied, that the fecundity of the earth is now ex-
austed, as in the human species old age is bar.
ren; thus, also, a piece of land never before culti.
vated is much more productive during the few first
years than it is afterward ; and when a forest is
once cut down, the second growth of trees is never
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equal to the first, those which succeed being uniform.
1y dwarfish and degenerate ; still, he says, we are by
no means certain that there may not be at pres.
ent. rabbits, hares, foxes, bears, and other animals
produced by the earth in a perfect state. The rea-
son why we hesitate to admit it is because it is nev-
er seen, and for the reason that it happens in re-
tired places, entirely out of view ; and thus, for ex-
ample, never seeing any rats but such as have been
produced by other rats, we conclude that the earth
never produced any.

With regard to the criterion by which we are
to distinguish truth, philosophers are divided ; the
opinion of Epicurus was, that the source of the

reatest certainty to which it is possible to arrive
is sensation ; that it is by means of the senses only
that we can decide with entire confidence, or infal.
libly distinguish truth from falsehood.
- As to the understanding, he maintains that at
-first it has not a single idea; that it is like a tabu-
la rasa, or sheet of white paper.* When, says he,
the organs of the body are formed, we gradually
acquire knowledge through the medium of the sen-
ses : we also think on things absent ; but in dwell-
ing on that which is absent, or on that which does
not exist at all as present, we are easily deceiv.
ed, whereas by the senses we perceive those ob.
jects only which are actually present, and, conse.
quently, can never be deceived as to the reality of

* It is curious to observe that this is the foundation of Locke’s
neumatology ; but still more strangeis it thatan author of an;
rning, at the end of the eighteenth century (1799), shoul
consider it as an established system after its having been 8o in-
controvertibly refuted by the celebrated Dr, Reid.—Vid. Al-
wood’s Literary Antiguitics offrm,ubb&.
A2 .
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their existence. Not to require the concurrence
of sensation with argument is therefore, he says,
10 be a fool.

Various attempts were made by the ancient phi-
losophers to explain vision: Epicurus sup
that there were perpetually flying off from all bod-
jes thin aerial forms, exactly similar to the objects
from which they emanate, and that it is by means
of these that the exterior of things is perceived.

Smell, heat, sound, light, and the other sensible
qualities of bodies he did not allow to be simple
g:rceptions of the mind: all these he supposed to

actually external, as they seem; and that a
quantity of matter, agitated in a certain manner,
really constitutes heat, light, sound, smell, &c., in+
dependent of any sentient being.
hus, for example, small particles perpetually

detaching themselves from a parterre fill the sur.
rounding air with an agreeable odour, similar to
what a man would perceive were he to walk there
at the time; when a bell rings the air is full of
sharp sounds, such as we hear ; when the sun rises
there is in the atmosphere something brilliant, like
the light which we then perceive ; and when the
same object appears possessed of different qualities
to two different animals, this is occasioned by the
different configuration of their organs. If, for ine
stance, a willow.leaf appears bitter to men and
sweet to goats, it is on account of diversity in the
internal structure of men and of goats: for the
same reason, also, hemlock, on which quails are
fattened, poisons men.*

* By the mannerin which these remarks and illustrations are
presented, it woyld appear that Fenelon was of the sems opine
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The Stoics, whose prozession 01 viriae was very

_ -austere, but whose vanity was, at the same time.

ion with Addison in regard to what the latter cals a great mod
em di y: Epicurus, of , could not have been ac-
quainted with this discovery, for the reason that it is g modern
one; but, whatever may have been the case with philosophers,
‘we may safely affirm that ignorance of it never was the cause
of serious error toanyeghm, unlettered man of common sense
« 1 have here supposed,” says Addison (Spectator, vol. vi., No.
413), “ that my reader is acquainted with that great modern dis-
covery, which is at present universally acknowledged by all the
inquirers into natural philosophy, namely, that light and colours,
by the imagination, are only ideas in the mind, and
any existence in matte
be tempted to expect, srum e pompous
wWauueT 10 wiicn uuns great discovery is announced, that it was
to bestow some new sense upon us, or, at least, that it was not a
discovery merely in words, and such a one, too, as tends only to
dazzle and confound. Common men say that the fire is Aot, and
that the rose smells sweet; but the great modern discovery would
seem to accuse them of supposing that the fire is capable of feel
heat, and the rose of being delighted with its owwn
2 plain man who does think, and is capable of ex
thoughts clearly, would say that the fire is pos-
or of those properties which excite in hi
is commonly called heat; and that, with
body exciting the sensation, the sensa
e perception of fire are also_removed. The
ly give the name of” keat both to the
and to the body that excitesit; and
1is modern discovery, must do
wwod ; while, at the same time,
:onfounds them in his own mind.
an udea n the mind or imagination, it would
wherever he went; and to philoso-
1ainted with the great modern discov
for if heat be an idea in the mind
them—unless, indeed, they
or beside themselves. .
ine elegant and philosophical pages ot
I have here written, 1 would remind him
suas wre vuiecs uf my remarks is not to depreciate an author
olace iri the temple of Fame can be little affected
sure, and whom none admires more
wad even Addison with discernment,
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extreme, were exceedingly jealous of Epicurus, on
account of the numerous friends and disciples who
had attached themselves to him, his doctrines being
very different from those taught by them. They
employed, therefore, all possible means to discredit
him, even in their books disseminating gross calum-
nies against him; and hence it is that posterity,
and those who have viewed him only through
the false medium of the representations of the
Stoics, have been greatly deceived and imposed
upon : they have considered as a debauchee a man
exemplary for his continence and uniformly cor-
rect in his manners.

St. Gregory bears honourable testimony to the
purity of this philosopher: “ Epicurus,” says that
father of the Church, % represents pleasure as the
object which évery man should pursue ; but, that it
might never be supposed that sensual pleasure was
intended by him, he always lived in unimpeachable
chastity and the strictest temperance, confirming
his doctrine by his conduct.”*

+ It is always gratifying to have an opportunity to do justice
to an aopenex character ; to what Fem':l%?t hastsynid, tbeJrefore,
in defence of Epicurus as a philosopher and a man, I will add
one other passage from Cicero, De ;mlm ibus ; and to those who
would see a fair representation of his doctrines and their tenden-
cy, [ would recommend a careful perusal of the whole of the
first book on that subject. * Conceming friendship Epicurus
thus speaks : ¢Of all that philosophy has ever done to render
life happy, there is nothing greater than friendship, nothing more
pregnant with enjoyment, nothing more pleasant.” Nor was
this merely a fine sentiment : it shone in his life, in his actions,
and in his manners. In one house, and that of small dimen-
sions, what crowds of friends, and those how united in senti-
ment, did Epicurus entertain!” But, whatever may be said in
defence of Epicurus, or of parts of his system, gn attentive pe-

rusal of what Fenelon himself has related is sufficient to con-
vince us that its tendency is to debase, and that to the lowest
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Epicurus would never have any concern with
the government of the state : he preferred a life of
repose and tranquillity to the embarrassment of
public affairs.

The statues erected in honour of this philosopher
by the Athenians testify the high esteem in which
he was held. Metrodorus was the only one of his
scholars that ever changed him for another master,
and even with him the change was but temporary :
after studying six months in the Academy under
Carneades, he returned to Epicurus, and remained
with him till his own death, which happened only a
“short time before that of his master. The school
of this philosopher always continued in equal repu.
tation, and at times when all the others were near.
ly abandoned, his knew no diminution.

At the age of seventy.two Epicurus fell ill at
Athens, where he had not as yet discontinued his
teaching : his malady was a urinary suppression,
which was productive of the most exquisite pain ;
he suffered, however, with great equanimity ; and,
petceiving his end approaching, he gave liberty to
some of his slaves, disposed of his effects, and or-
dered his birth and that of his parents to be solem.
nized on the tenth day of the month Gameleon.*
To Hermachus of Mytilene he gave his garden and
degree, the human mind ; for one of its radical principles is to
place us-on a level with the brutes, and to deprive us of the
sweetest consolation which indulgent Heaven has bestowed—
the hope of immortality. As to the followers of Epicurus, a bad
man even would scarcely dare say anything in their defence ; in
Lucretius there are Kamges which the most infamous could not
read without a biush.

* January: called Gameleon, from yapew, to marry, because
the Greeks supposed it the most propg; :?)mh for matrimonial
wpion. )
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his books, ordering that they should be successive-
ly transferred to those who from time to time be-
came the masters of his school.

He wrote to Idomeneus as follows : «“ Behold me
—thanks to the gods !—arrived at the happiest day
of my life—the last. So violent is my malady,
and so dreadfully am I racked with pain in the
bladder and intestines, that nothing can be conceiv-
ed more excruciating ; amid my tortures, however,
I feel much consolation in reflecting on the great
deal of excellent reasoning with which I have en-
riched philosophy. I entreat you, by the attach-
ment which you have always shown to me and my
doctrines, to take care.of the children of Metro-
dorus.”

On the fourteenth day from the commencement of
his disease, Epicurus went into a warm bath which
had been prepared for the purpose; as soon as he
had got into it, he asked for a glass of pure wine ; he
drank it off, and almost instantly expired, while ex-
horting his friends and scholars who were present
to remember him and the precepts which he had
taught them.

is death hap&ned in the first year of the 127th
Olympiad, and the Athenians were deeply affect.
ed at his loss.

.
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ZENO.

ZEgNo, the founder of the sect of the Stoics, was
born at Cittium, in the island of Cyprus.

Before fixing on the mode of'life which he should
follow, he went to Delphi to inquire of the oracle
what he must do to be happy, when the answer was
that he must become of the same colour with the
dead. Zeno supposed the meaning of the god to
be, that he must engage in studying the books of
the ancients; and, assuring himself that this was
the sense in which the response was to be taken,
he used every effort to comply with the advice.

One day, as he was returning from Pheenicia
with purple which he had bought, he suffered ship.
. wreck in the Pireus. He was greatly affected at
his loss ; and, returning to Athens, he went to a
bookseller, and for his consolation began to read
the second book of Xenophon’s Commentaries. It
afforded him so high a degree of pleasure that he
soon forgot his misfortune, and asked the booksell-
er where he could find such men as Xenophon
there describes. Crates the Cynic happened to be
then passing by: “Look,” said the bookseller,
pointing to Crates, “ follow that man.” Zeno went
up to him, and immediately became his scholar.

Zeno was then thirty years of age. Modest and
reserved, he could never accustom himself to the
effrontery of the Cynics; Crates, perceiving his
uneasiness, sought to cure him of what he consid-
ered a weakness. He accordingly one day gave
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him a pot of lentils, directing him to carry it
through the division of Athens called Ceramicus :
Zeno blushed, and, that no one might see him with
such a burden, concealed himself; but Crates, com-
ing up to him, struck his pot with his stick, broke
it in pieces, and the lentils ran down on his thighs
and legs. “ Why, sirrah,” said Crates to him,
« why do you run off since you have done no ill ™

Zeno was delighted with philosophy, and he
used to thank Fortune for having ruined his affairs.
« Ah!” said he, “how favourable to me were
those winds by which I suffered shipwreck !”

He studied for more than ten years under Cra.
tes, but was never able to assume the effrontery of
the Cynics. At length, wishing to change his
master and attach himself to Stilpo of Megara,
Crates laid hold of him by the cloak and held him
fact & Clrates” said Zeno to him, “you can de.
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Such confidence did the Athenians repose in
him, that they committed to his care the keys of
their city, erecting also 4 statue in honour of him,
and presenting him with a golden crown.

Antigonus was a great admirer of this philoso-

her, and, whenever he visited Athens, he went to

ear his lectures. He sometimes dined with him,
and at other times brought him to sup with him
* at the house of his musician Aristocles; but Zeno,
afraid of rendering himself too familiar, afterward
avoided appearing at entertainments and assem-
blies. Antigonus did all that he could to induce
him to accompany him to his court ; but Zeno ex-
cused himself, and in his place sent Perseus and
Philonides.

He feit a very sensible pleasure, he observed to
the king, in seeing him discover so strong a de-
sire for knowledge, assuring him that nothing was
better caleulated to draw off his mind from sensual
desires, and to induce him to embrace virtue, than
the love of philosophy. “In a word,” added he,
«wer