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PREF ACE 
TOT H K. 

T' . HE following Sh,ets' l'D'ltt4in the 
. . Lift, lind VoElr;ne of Pythagorast 

. . by which the Read" wi!kIJe "lIkill 
judge if he' tltJerves, the Ch'llrtl£IIT he Eas 
hitherto maintdin'd. This Wo,k}s,owing 
to Mr. Dacier, who in the.follfJWj'fi$ 'Pre
fllce, to which this (trves as: ,an.Jnlrodu
{lion, ,u"(J/~ainli 'thtt World''li!.ith i!Je.NaiurI 
IInd'Dejign of hisUndertllking.: The Rea-. 

, der will not be'di}plells' d at' the CfJm1Mnd4.. . 
tim he gives his Mafler the Freiich'Ki1ii, . 
fou'e.it's no mor~than he deftrV8J'-N!' th,dt 
Account, !tir:his very Enemiesiltttfl:iJWn.'he· 
has bem a great Encou"iI~rof Lellrning'S 
(IS if ".1 this I'opulur .dEl he hope/lto·ficure 
10 hi1llftlf Ii . Rep"tatilJb: 'with PlJjitrit)', 
who, be mar .i1nllgine, flJilt·hm-d!, be i1'i~ 
4t1c'a to believe that " Printe, . who was 
[0 great il FlivoNrer of the Mttfrs, COIIld IJt 
{';/(1 ofthofe 1II1In) ViDlencet,:withWhiilJ 
. .'. A t hil 
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11 The Preface to the Reader. 
his Memory mufl too deftrvedlJ oe charget/. 
It was thought a Book of this Nature wo.ld 
be of flme uft ill this degenerate .Age i lor 
{tllCt our Modern Libertines rifufe to hear 
Mores and the Prophets, let 'em oehold 
6ne 'rift" from 'the V,lld to convince 't1'II; 

let 'em with Ctmfujion hear him rea/on J.efII. 

out 'oft'Deir ab/urd Maxims, iJnd jlJIlmt 'fm 
into oetter Principles. 

Bejides, it will appear that a Work of 
this I Nature' is very proper, to give tis a 
jllft· Nltio;, tif Pythagoras- himftif:' Man,! 
things were fath~r'd upon him, which bore 
no Relation to him, and lt1Jerlll .A6fttr"i~ 
ties laft" up. the World as Part of his 
mtJilri'St,. which could not but lefftn, his 
Charal1er anitmg Men of Judgmmt and 
Learning. So that he nn; appellrs r.lform'd' 
of thoft ",ImyE"ors, with which thl.! 
hllli difguis'tJ him, lind comes forth eloath'" 
;n his Primitive Simplicit}., , . 
, Uprm theft Ctmjiderations we thought an 
Englith 'Tranf/lztion would oe no imJroper 
UlIlJertllking; Ilnd we hope the Rtceptjo~ 
Pythagoras ffJUnd. in France will ~I 118' 

Reafon why he jh'Oul' not nrzeet WIth a 
WekfJfIJI here, fince" brave Mil'll' t?llghl t. , 
IIi well re(eiv'a every' wh~re He hili IJ, . 
,"Il1~rIlJ.Antipath.1 to 7)rIJ,1I1I.1, ~lna there/o" 
he ftems to, (/tUm Il Rifpetl from,1J, /rei 
fPeople; and [tire his Votlrinermght tf) 

j/tnITifo no,where better IhlJ,1J4mtJ111 gt'StrfJIIs 
Englifb Spirit'. - , 

• M.,])A-
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M. ''DACIER~s 

PR'EF ACE. 
11'. I • : 

I Have not fo~got: the Debt lowe the· World .up
on the publication of my firft Volumne of PI". 

,1,",h, and. two of PlAto. They met wi~h ,a Recep
~ion fo favourable, that I thought my felf obliged 
to proceed, 'till the Promife I ha~ made ,the Pub.: 
lick was perform·d. If<;lod g~n~s lI!e Life' and 
,Health, I 1hall apply both m.tireJY to ~his EDd, and 
hope 'i~ a ~ort till1e to prefeDt- ~he -World with all 
Pl/lt.ilrch's Live~, together with his,Morals, and the 
Dialogues of PlAto. ,'Tis neither a waDt of Refo
lution. n,?r an uneafi~efs . u~d~r t~e -Attempt has' 
interrupted me iri my Defign, but fome weighty 
Rcafons arifing.fro~ the Senfe of my Duty, which 
.muO: be .tways preferrd ~o Qltr p~iv~te Inclina-
tions., ' 

Among all thofe Princes that ,~a~ be~ renown'd 
for their I;ove to Letters, no one has honour'd 'em 
with a Protection fo eminent,. fo efficacious, I . fo 
glorious, as Lt'Jllis the Ore.t. AmidA: his moO: 
important Cares, which fill up 'each ,Hour of his 
,Life" and in .the Heat of the moft Bxpen6ve Wan. 
his Majellyhas ,{till perfifted in his Encouragement 
Qf Learning, and has appropriated fome Moments· 
to the CheriOting and Impr.ovement of It; for which 
~eafon it never appear'd in a more BouriOting Con,. 
ditio~ than under his .Reign. .Athens it felf,in its 

., A .~ greateft 
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IV!- M. Dacier's Preface. 
greatel1: Splendor could never 1hew an Afi"embly of 
.M.en fo celebrated'in aU Sciences,' dil1:inguifu'd by 
{uch a variety of Talents, as meet every Day at the 
Louvre, under his Majefty's Order and Protec9:ion. 
The Arts and Sciences _ have iD Honour to this Age 
recoveI"'d their 'ancient Luftre, and the nicety Of 
Tal1:e~ ftrength·of Judgmel')t and poIitenefs of Wit, 
break out af~e1h, atter an Ecrlipfe of feveral Ages; 
whtch is onc of the" moftdiftinguifhing:'Chara¢.tes:s 
of tbe mQft glprious Reigns: For;. as I have eIQ~ 
WlItere made appear,Arts and Sciences fympathi~ 
Vlith the Fortune of the Prince; for the Influen~e 
that Do good Soil, and friendly Climate, _ has upon 

10 Seed and Fruit, the fame has the Glory of Prince., 
their Grandure, Magni6cence,and Liberality 0.: 
ver the Ans and Sciences, which may be f~id to 
thrive DQt fo much under their Reign~ as thto'
~eir Means~ 'Twas this gave the . Ancients fo 
,uft and fublime' an Idea 6f an HercII.les con .. 
dud:ing the Mufe~, Here",/es MNfor.",~ Heri~ 
les UNfigetes ;, thereby to denote the -Eternal 
and inviolable Union- there is between' 'the Mufe 
and ~he Hero.' .' 

His Majefiy having Ordain'd a new: R.egulatiOn 
for the Academies o{ Medals, ,and being unwilling 
it filol.\Id be wholly employ'd in Medals and In .. 
fcriptions, bQ,t rather that it lhould, by a g~n~ral 
Application, extend it (elf to all the ~arts of Learn~ 
ing, to make this Eftablilhment frill more ufefuL 
b~ feem'd defirops" that befides thQfe Studies; 
which all the -Membe~ were 'to embrace in.co~. 
m.on, each of them {bould underta.ke fomethiqg in 
p'ar~icu)ar. Thus the Mufes, who according to the 
Faille, work together under Ap.Jl.'s Cafe and Di .. 
fc~pli.tie, arc not con~ent to _ .unate in a general ~. 
fp,rt,.. but ~oreQ~er. apply themfc;lves each t~ f~ 
p.articular EmpIQ~,nt. ' An ingenious Fidiqn,br 
'Which we ar~ t~ \.\loderO:and,: ~t _ in all le~ef.l ., " . .,,' , ,- -' .. , -.-- ._. Affem., 

Of!!' : .... 
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M.'Dacier's Preface. , v 
,,,,AfTembIies. and Academies founded, by Prio(er" ,it 
is not fufficient that " every Member, contributes ,"
'.Cording to his own Abilities, and c~mmunicatCs his 
Knowledge to th .. PerfeCtion of fomething undtr .. 
taken in common, -but that e~ch engages in fOIDe 
Delign peculiarly his one; .fa thAt none of their 
Talents may be loft to the Publidc, who will by 
that means receive the full Benefit of their fevera! 
Labour6. There can be nothing more effeCiual tq 
the AdvancementQf Learning; fo that we ,have 
great Rearon to hope the Succers will be anfwv
able to his Ma;eays ~xpeCiatio~, and that thofe 
benign Influences, which he is: pleas'd:to extenCt 
to t~s Acadauy~ ,will be at~ended by fuitable PrQ.
dUCtl0ns. Each Member ls-earne.ff to . undertll~ 
fomething agreeable to the Courfe. of his SlUd;et~ 
tad his own InclInations: For my:Part, that I may 
the better keep my firft Defigns-in View, and make 
my felf Hill more capable for thePerform~nce:or. 
them, I have attempted- two things of the fame 
Stamp and ~ality" and which I hope will concri. 
bute fomething to the Benefit of the Publick. '. 
- Thenr! is the Life of PJth4gor(ls, with an Ex
plication· of his Symbols, and .GoIden VClfcs, , and 

. a Tranllation of Hi"..,us his Commentaries, where
in the whole neXirine of this Phitofopher is fully 
explain'd~ ...' , , 

The fecond is a Tranfiation of $piatt. his Ma
nual, andSimplicil.ll his Grtek.. Commentaries, t6ge~ 
ther with a new Manual of the :fame E,if1tIUl~col
letted oot of .A~ia,,'s Dilfertations, and which com~ 
prehendfuch Noble, (och InftrtKli¥e Ma~jins, as 
well· deferve to be recover~dout ,of the Oblivion 
in. which they hav~ lain~ ..',. .' ,. . 
. I thould ha\'e efteem'd, it aJ~reat Affront if any 
other had been before hand with me on this 0,
cafaGn, where our Obedience' to .the King, ~tKt a 
~ubmifJioo to his 'Plufure is-~onc~lli·d~"M·t Jn~ 

. 4. ~. Flina.-
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VI .M~ D.aci~l"s Prifli&I. •. 
. dination, DutY, Gratitude,' anq the- Obligation 1 
lay ~er. of making fome A(;knowledgment for his 
Majefty·s Favours to me; all thefe Conuderanons 
amfpir'd together to make me difl:inguifu my {elf 
at loaft by my Diligence, flnce that was the only 
Advaritage to which I could prefume toafpire. 
My Ends are anfwer'd; the two things I undertook 
are finifii'd, and I here prefent tbe Reader with the 
brft, which contains the Birth of Philofophy; for 

. ~ho': the [rmick.. seCt was founded by" Th4le" before 
p"hAt0rM had eftabli(b'd his, yet finli:e that SeCt 
was of no long .continuance, .but ~aS edipsTd by 
the [t.Jk~, which gain'd ground in an Iilllant, ana 
{pread it felf into all Pans, PJthAJor41 ~ufl: be [e,

garded as the firll: of Philofopbers,.and the Father 
of Philofopby. , ' '. . . . 

For this Reafon I have publifu'd ,with all con-r. 
,venieot fp~ed the Life of this Great MaD, whore 
Wifdom is eq~al to his noble Extraction. If~".. 
genII !,."ertiNs, Ja",bIiC/fs, and Porph)r] had hand
Io .. ely acquitted tltemfelvcs, my only Bufinefs had 
been to tranfi,,!~. them; but they' have written the 
l,.ife of this fQilofop~er after fo irregular and inco
herent a manner, ~d whilt .is worfe, with fo little 
Judgment, that their Writings are no better than' • 
con(us'd, indi~eLled Memoirs; . confifting of feve- . 
ral frivolouS; childilh Matters, not only unworthy 
of P}th'AgtJ.r"" but often contrary to his real Sen- . 
timents; 'but this is not all. they whofollow'd 'em 
have more gro{ly Qlifreprefented·t!le Life and Dp
thine of this great Man, attribu.ing to hitD {e
veral Miracles, or rather .DelufioJJs, becoming a 
Magician Qr Q.uac~ be¢er than a philQfGpher. Such' 
are the Stories we have of his Magical Mirrpr,his 
fuperfl:itious Arithmetick, and his OllMlNUltic Whe,/. 
,I have therefore rejected all thofe idle Notions~ 
which the defire 9f fathering their Chimerical I~ 
SmatiRns upon tJae Authority Qf (0 great' a ?rho, 
. : ' h~s, 
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M.,Dacierfs Preftlce. Vil 

Ills made rome divulge~ which the Credulity and' ~ 
-Superfiition of others by degrees have {wa,llow'd, , 
and of. aU 'which the unprejudlc'd' Anti~ts ·were 
utterly ignorant. ' 
; If the fame Method was follow'd in writing the 
Lives of the reft of the Philofophers that fueteed
ttl PJlhilgorlll, ,we fhouJd plainly obferve the Pro
grels th~fe great Genii have made in their bifco-
veries of Truth, than whic~ nothing would be-· 
more ufeful or agreeable; for what greater Profit 
.or Pleafure can we have, than to fee the Steps' Hu
man,Underftanding has made in the fearch of,that 
.• hiCh 'is our fovereign Good, and to obferve by 
, what Guides it has been condu6ted, ,what it is that 

has fedued it •. and. hinder'd it from difcovering 
the Truth it was ·in {earch after, or from adhering 
to it when once it had difcover'd it. 

I cOnfefs we are not to have recoune to theWri
tings of the Heathens for O1:1r InflruB:ions, they are 
at fuch Variance atnoDg th~mfelves, fo oppofite in 
their Opinions upon the moft important Points, 
that as PlAto faith of Men. they have divided Fol-
ly amongft 'em, fo may it be faid of thefe Philo .. 
fophers, that each of theinhas put in for his Share 
of Ignorance; whiUl' on the other hand aU -the • 
.Doctors of-the Chrifl:ian Religion, from MOfls down 
to the laft of the Apoftles, appear fo uniform, con. 
CUI: fo exaB:1y in the fame Principles and· Dodrin~ 
that as P)th"f.wlII faid God was Harmony, (0 may 
it be more Jumy {aid of this Harmony, that it is 
God himrelf,- for nothing uhder God could· be l'!" 

ble to infpire it. I don'r therefore compare the moft 
inlighten'd 'of the' Philofophers to any of there 
DoCtors, but place them beneath .the moft ignorant 
ChriGiao# and refer the Reader to what I have raid 
00 this Point.in my Difcourfc upon PlAto; how
ncr this is no reafon why the Difcoveries of the 
tI~thcns 1houk! no~ be ~f great uCe and ef~eem 

, • ~moD' 
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M~, Dacier's Pre/lice. 
among US; for flowing' originally from the Jiwi fo Re .. 

. velation, delign'd by God to re-efiabli1h natural ReJi!" 
gion, which Paganifm l)ad aimon abolilb."d, and to 
prepare the World for the R~ception ofChrjftiabi~ 
1)1'" whi!=h was to be more perfed: than the JewiJh 
Revelation, and to fupply its DefeCb, we 6~ in their 
Wr.itings feveral exalted Principles, continuing .to 
the'World that trlJe Light, which by ~ inunitc 
Goodnefs of God'never ceas'd intirely ~o enlighten . 
Mankind, by which means th9fe Principles become 

jovindble Arguments of the Truth of our ReJi.", 
gion. . 

Befides, thefe firft PhiJo{opheJS being Men ·of . 
exceUent Parts, iIIunrated tJlofe known TruthS with . 
fuch cogent Demonftrations, as w~e fuffi.~ent to 
enlighten the U nderlbnding, to remove a multi~ . 
tude of Doubts, and refute an infinite NumBer of 

. Errors, from which feveral confiderable Advan-

J tageSarife. For it being highlyrequifitethatKDow .. 
ledge fuould pr~cede Defire, it is abfolutely.occef.. 
Cary that the Mmd fuould firft be purg'd of its Er
rors before it can be prepar'd for.a Reception oftbat 
Knowle~ge; and to this P},hllg(lrIu, S,crll',s and 
fIAt, have ei:c:eedingIy.CODti'ibuted, af approaching 

4 "earer to the Truth, and cloathing their Principles 
in fuch a forcibIe.ftrength ofReafon, and E vidence~ 
as is fufficient to difarm the molt refoIute Incredu,
lity, and convince the mon obftinate Libertine • 
. ~I fuaU here prefent the Reader in a few Wo.rds, 

and at one View~ with the moftexalted Principles 
pifcover"d and profefs'd by PphagorllS. The Reader 
will be furprj~'d to find: the Dawnings of Philofo~. 
phy fo-bright in an Age of (0 much DarJmefS, anci 
that now (0 many::Ages. after ruch' a' clear Manife~ 
nation oftht Trtttlt,·. w~n·notbingmore is to be 
deflf"'d, when all is' accomplifu-d, and tlie'Sun of 

. Righteoufnefs .. 1hines :io full Glory ·upOn us, 'We 
~oul4 now~ notwi*llandmg all this#· ~~tIcw.itl~ 

.o~~ 
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~,. Dacier'tJ' Prefact .. 
(orne pretendins Philofophers .. whofe whole Buli~ 
odS is to call in Q£etlion thofe Truths which have; 
been acknowledg',d, and reveren~'d by all Antiqui
tt, and to betray us again into fuch ah:omioable 
Errors. as were we guided by them, wquldbe th~ 
Reverle of what happen'd to' the EgyptiAns in the 
Days of .l/4JU1J, '. the People of .. God would be 
lhut up in horrible Darknefs, whilft· ~he P~gans 
walk~d in. the Light. 

17thAg.rA.C.acknowledg'd that God was,.one, and 
explain~d himfelf on this Poiot ~fter Io dctal' and .. 
greeable a llla~ner, as'fufliciently ridicules thePlu
iality of Cods ~ An Inftance of this we 6nd in 
thefe Verfes of PJthAgorlU, handed down. to us by 
St. J.jtiltl,., . , 

ff All] OM' ~ flJ 1_ G"J, hffohs the om) tr., ~ 
(i,a .. let him" cr'At,. A W~rld lik.! this, AIId fly thil is; 
'!IJ Wort; lJ~t h, o.ght not f#1!1J to flJ this is mJ Wor~~ 
bllt he "'*.II ",hAbit And jilt th, Worl4 h, hAS ""Atld, 
prJ; hIlS t~ trill God a61/1. bJ this. '. ~ 
, He )jkew~fe had a Notiop 'of God·s h:wiDg bf
gotte~ a Son like himfelf; this S()n the Heathens 
c;all'd Th' w.rJ.jtbe FMher,and confe1S·d~ t,hatthii 
W",d creatJd and. reg':1lated the U niverfe •. 

.'t 
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. M. Dacrer' s Prefact~ 
He exton'd the Truth of that Do8:rine, which 

teaches that God has enter"d into a Treaty with 
his Creature, which Treaty is' no other than na
tural Reti¢on.in Confequence .of which Man· is 
born to a ReligioUs End, and lteligion is die prin
'cipal Defign of his Being; fo that God being the 
Foundation of our Duty, true Virtue is relative. 

. and cofififi:s in' a fteadfaG Faithfulnefs to him; . he 
... likewife kne·w the Co.rrl,1ption of Naturl', and the 
, N eceAity of a Satisfaction to deliver the Soul froll) 

the Bondage of Sin. ' 

\ 

In ·.thort, he maintain'd, that Mdo being a fr.ee 
Agent, voluntarily pJun~'d himfelfinto all his ¥if
fortunes by an ill ufe of his LibertY, and an obfti

. Ilate Refolution not to fee the good things that }lye 
, juG before h~m" ,and ~hich 904 has put intp'llis 

Power. ije knew how _~ reconcIle this Fre~ W i1l 
in Man widl the Provideq,ce of Coo, without which 
RecpnCiliation St. 411ft;" affures . us we know ,not 
hoY' to believe. or live as we ought. . Out .9f all 
thefe Principles he has tais'd admirable Rules for 

, the Regulation of our Manners, 1hewing us the . 
indi{penfi~le Obligation we lye under <?f being De~ 
vour, Thal'lk(ul. CmritabJe, Difinterefs'd, Faitli. 
ful, f ufi ,ami T emperare. gov~rning our Appetites 
by the Dictates of Reafon; whi~ 4;lught always to 
hold the Reins.' " 

Thefe are the 6ri Rays, which difpell'd the. 
Clouds of Idolatry; fpringihg origin~lly out of the 
Jewijb, their :·Light grew i~orporated 'with. that 
of ~e:chrillian Religi~n i and -having 'effllB:uaUy 

- affifte~ the Fathers of the Church in baffling the 
f>ther Superftitions of Paganifm, they now ferve [0 

unravel the idle Cavils and frivolous Evafions of. 
the Atheift lind' Libertine • 

'Fhe.m Perfuafion the Heathen PbilofQPhers 
had .of.the Neceffity pf the Sc;>ul~s being rele~~~ 
from her CorJ'uption, before ihe could' become ca-

- pable 
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, M. Dacier' J Prtf4c~4 
pa~le of an Union with God, threw 'em upon a 
multitude of Expedients in order to dfea: that De
liverance;· from hence flow all thofe Puri6eations, 
Initiations, .and other fuperftitious' Rites in ufe a-
mong tbem; for the Ways of Truth are n~t more 
uniform, ~han ar.e t'he Windings of Error intricate 
a~d uncertai~~ For I n~ance,· . in the moft qlyfte.. , 
nous of thell" Ceremomes, wht.ch was .that of I,,
fita;0,.,'E""O?r7tH~,. the Pri.efts bury'd thofe they 
mitiated up to t~ Neck,,fo that nQthing;re1'llain'd 
lhove Ground but the Head. By which they 

, .. 
D 

. were to learn~ that in this Lif~ theY were to d~vcft 
themfelves of .their corruptibllBody, and. bury ~II 
their Paffiong with i~ rai6~g their Souls up to t~ 
intelligible Light, of which the fenfible. Light is 
a Symbol. For, as I obferv'd before in PlAto, the 
Heathen Ceremonies were nothing but Types, for 
FaJ1hoOfJ always fiudY",d tb mimick Truth. Bur 
all thefe Efforts ferv'd only.to lead 'em. farther out 
of the Waf; . they were Gill at a Lofs how this 
Deliverance 'WI1~ to he effed:e4_ No Being und" 
God made M~n was able to reveal ·it to 'em, or 
teach "em how it. was to be ac~ompliLh "d. God had 
himfelf foretoM by the Mouth of his Prophets, 
that the M effia'SJh-td be '" Lij,IIt 10 thl GINtiles, Eccepo6Jit 
and A &dv4tiiJn *"to the E1I.4 of th, .Earth. How tc in tcfta. 
",ould the Heathens be able to.dif£over this Salva- mcn~m •. 
. rion, whlch Jay conceal'd under fo many Types .. CSg.! 
when mon of the Jews themfehr~ .. to whom thefe tium, utbJ 
Prophecies ~ere, addrefs'd, ,ould not comprehend lis'in JaJa
thore 'grane! CharaCherifiicks of our Saviour, 'which ~m ufqae 
are now ~ecorne.fo familiar to us~ This God Man, ~u:~ .. 
",ho WAS 10' beAr 0111' Griifs, til. b~ wotmJeli for 0'" rz.IfIli-+'IJ 
TranfgrejJio"s, ad 10 IIZk! ON hi,. the It};qllitJ of liS 6. . . 
All, . "PO" who,. the ChAjlijil'llllll. of 'liT P,Me WAS Ita1. Co fJo 
to he IAiti, AN bJ whoft SlripN WI were to bl "'Aled, 'i~e:;h. 
was· to them an inexplicable' Enigma. J cfus s,pflllllirJI 
Chrill was to be the Saviour of the Nations, but TrMijIMi", . - .' --. -.... -. -... -. . he 
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xii M. Dacier's Preface: 
he was lirA: to be their Light, by which they were 
to difc9ver their Salvation. 'So that. the Means of 
their Redemption were to be conceal~d from oem 
'lHI the Redeemer was ready to appear. ' All their 
Sagacity~ air their Penetration was inelfe8:ual. This • 
Ignorance was foretold, but by whom ~ by him 
."ho enlightens or ob(cures the Mind ()( Man, as 
it feemeth beft to him. Wherefore this Ignorance 
was -invincible "till the Saviour came. whom alone 
Bod had empowez'd to'remove it, and who in ef-. 
feer has rerno\T"d it" according as it was foret9ld of 
him. ' For which Rearan this Ignonnte in the ' 
Heathens is fo. far 'from deferving our Contemptj 
diat it ought the raiherto be admir'd and' refpelt-
ed by us, as one of the moft evident lnftances of 
the ~ccotnplilhment ,or the Prophecies~ and as con. 
vincing a Proof of the 'Truth of the Chriftian Re
ligion, as all·their Kno.ledge and' UndcrGandingr 
For my pan I muft'confefSthtt this Ignorance; 
impos'd for. a certain {pace on a Nadon' the moft 
penettating in the Univerfe, and that under fuch 
pl,ain predi8:ions -as might have optn'd t~eir Eyes~ 
arid at lebgth remo\>'(f when the Fulnefs of Time 

, w~s come, appe~rs to me no lefs a Miracle' than the 
Sun {landing'Rill at t'he Command of jtlft"II, ot 

,the Waves of the 'Sea rearing thclIlfl'lves<up as into 
. a: Wall, on each Side; to open a Palfage for the If 

rllclites. " . 
, Fiom fo evide)Jt 'a' 'Principle may be dt'a"Am the 

"E~ljcation and Pro~ of fevera} important Truths, 
, but that is not my'Defign in this Plac~ It is fuf.; 

ficient'if ~ have filowri what ufewe are to make of 
the Writings of the'Philofophers. and' with what 
wholefome Infiruetions' we may be {upplfd, even 
fr?In t!teir Ignorance;' and ,this mar [erve as a J u
!hli~atlon of my DeGgn, In explaining and tranf ... 

, fating their Works. At lirft I engag'd in this fort 
, of 
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.M. nader's Prefact.· fiji 
of Study fC?l' my own pec:uli~ Advantage, and 
have puifu'd it for the Benefit of the PubJick. ' 

To the Life of PJthAgor.s I have added a Col
leCtion of his Symbols, which is, more-copious than 
any that has' been .yet publitb'd •.. 'Li!itlJ .GirAldllJ, 
a great Scholar, and learn,ed Cmlck, punted one' 
with £ome iAtilJ Notes, w·hich are very prolix. I 
have taken care to follow him where-ever he feerns 
to retain the Spirit of PythagorAs, but have left him 
where I find he has left the Author; It's ufualJy 
faid. and that with good Rdon, that aU found 
Senfe is couch'd in Proverbs; and yet a .Symbol 
has an Advantage over a Proverb, as being more' 
concife and figurative, and containing a Moral more 

. dtlicate ~d p~rfea. This the Reader may. eaftty 
obferve 10 die. S)'~bols ~f P,tb.g,r.s, which he 
will find, worthy hiS CUflOftty. 

Next to thefe Symbols follows the Life of Hit .. 
r«:,ks, or rather a Differtation upon that Author~ 
who has given us fo fine an Expljtation of PJtm.. 
gOTAls Vedes.. Since there Commentaries are fu
perior to any thing of 1helike Nature, as fitining 
with a GeniUs, peculiarly beautiful, a Strength of 
Reafon, a Sublimity of Thought, and a T~ut" 
and Solidity of' Precepts, adorn'(:I with an uncom .. 
mon Gravity. E.nergy, and Beauty of Style, be
fore I proCee~d 'to explain. 'em~ I was willing tD 
he inform'd who' was the Author of f" excellent a· 
Wor~ wh~cb, if two or three Errors were remo
ved, might deferve the Charafrer of a truly Chri~ 
aian Treatifc:For the Notion which has hitherto 
~evail.·d, that ihis .HiwQClu w~s .. the fame witIr 
him who. -wrote 'agam& the ChrdlJans, and 1>trft ... 
cilted 'em with m implacable a Malice~ as t~· d~ .. 
ferve the Favour: of his Printe for· his Cruelf,jes~ 
rai~'d an invincible Prejudice in me; for I imagin'd 
that thofe Heathens. who cou14 te~,h f() weU,· and 

+ . yec 
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M. Dacie~' J Prefllce. 
y~t praais'd fo very ill. were unwonhy to be olit 
InftruCtors. , 

, UpOn this Occalion there recurr'd to my Me~ 
mory a grave Scruple in the LMIIimH"iAnl, who' 
one day. fummoning their Council upon fome ex~ 
traordinary Danger that threaten'd the State, it 
happen'd that a very vicious Perfon propos'd to the 

. Senate an Expedient the moO: proper in· that Con
junCture. The LMea,m,lIiAIu, who were always 
extream nice in their Condua~ thought. it. dHho-' 
nourable in 'em to owe the Prefervation of their' 
Country. to a Man of fo diifolute a Charaa:er~and 
therefore they had the fame E~pedient propos'd by 
another~' that they might·· be able to embrace it' 
without any Blemifu upon their Reputation. I 
was willing tbefame Method 1hould have betn ob- . 
{ervd in regard of HieT"les~ had he prov'd the 
fame he has been hitheno thought; but, as good 
Luck will have it, there is no need of that, E.xpe
diellt: I have prov'd from invincible Arguments~ 
that the Author of there Commentaries is quite 

. ditf.erent from that Enem, and Perfecutor of the 
Chriftians. I muft confefs I was highly pleas'd at 
this Difcovery, and fell to work. with new 'Afru .. 
rance, and more Application; for if it be neceifa .. · 
ry that he who teaches Eloquence lhould be an ho
nell Man, how much more n~ceifary is it that he . 
1hould be fo who undenakes to teach Morality ~, 

Thefe Commentaries, as I have already faid~ are 
exceeding valuable j and I dare affirm that they are 
DOW tp be look'd upon in a manner: as new, for 
they appear in this prefent Tranflation' not only 
more corred: but more entire. Hitherto the Text 
has been very corrupt, fo that we are not to be fur .. 
priz'd if J.h", Co.,.,;".., Llt;liTranfiatioot pU9-
li1h'd towards the End of the fixteenth Century. 
is defedive. The Errors of the Text made hUn 

. commit 
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M. Dader's Priface~ xv 
c~mmit a great many Miftakes, but then h~ has 
added fome more of his own, which is owing 
to the fmall Skill ·he had in the Original, and 
an utter Ignorance of this Ancient Philofo-
phy. . . 

A confiderable time before CIINrrier's Tr~n{lation; 
another was publiili'd in LAtin by John A.riffa a 
G;c;/i"nl Apoftolick Secretary to Pope Nichol.u V. 
a very learned Man, a great Orator, and no lcfs a 
Poet~ There is a Volume of Letters. a. great ma
DY Epigrams, and other fine Verfes afcrib'd to him J 
befides which, he has the Character of having bee~ 
very converfant in the Grtf*.. Authors; fome of 
there he expounded to L"urcr.ti"s YII/I", whQ made 
him a publick Ackn9.wledginent for it, confd.li~g 
that in that ·Refpect he regarded him as bis Ma;;. 
fter and Father. . But the great Knowledge A.rifP" 
had in the Grctlc.. Tongue appears yet lIlore in his 
Tranfiation of ArchimtM/; and this of Hitr.clts, the 
JaG of whic~ he did 'when he was fourfcore Y cars 
9fAge. The King's LibrarYj therichell: in E"rfJjJtt 
'has fuppJy'd me with two Editions of this LAlill 

Tranfiation, publifh'd under the Pontificate of Six
'*' IV. the firll: ;,t PAd_.in 14-74" the other at 
Ro.e in the Year followiflg. No CharaCl:er more 
honourable can be given P,thflg.T", or Hi'TDCI'Sj 
than that which this venerable old Man has g!ven 
them in his Dedication to Nicholfl' V. He tells 
him, • That wpiljl· hI WIlS fit V eni,e~whither hI 

. a h.J 

ok Cum VeDetUs e1fem tuo juff'u. h'bros aliquot Grzc:os emf. 
inter quos repperi Hieroclem fuper verfibui Pythagon! aureis 
appelIa:tis. in quibus omnis Pythagoreorum Philofophis conti
netur. Tantaque in cis eft noCtrina. tanta legenti Utilitas. ut 
08:ogenarius jam nihil ego aut Grzce. aut Latine legerim. 
~~od ~agili mihi profuifi'e intelligam ; . p~rurn ~nirn. aut nihil. 
lib. mtracuJa no\] fuerunt. a tide Chriftian:t dlffi:rt hoc Opuf. 
cWum, Latinum feci. et IlOJDiDi S:meatali& tu~ dedicavl. . oro-

. ,!ue. 
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XVI. M. Dacier's Pref"~t. 
hAJ Imn filiI hJ him, h,· hAd b'M,ght [om' Greek B(J(J~, 
lImong which he /'Mnd Hierocles his CommentarJ MP
." th, G,/d'II Perfis of pythagoras; wher,;n h, di[
'e'fler'd [0 lilr,g, A flock 'f Lear,,;n,g And Profit, thAt 
old AS h, WIIS. he ntver rem,mber'd hI hllli re4d AII'f 
lhing. from which he rece;v'd /0 greAt All Advll1lug~. 
For this littl, Bool{, fitting Miracles "fide, differs';" _ 
little or nothing from th! Chriftiiln Religion; for which. 
r(tljon, contlO,;,es he, I hllv, trAnJlAted it int' La .. 
tin, And d,di,·""d it to ,'Mr Hot'Mfi, dejirihg ],. to 
give ;t ,n, R'Ading. And CAn aj[Mre ]'" thAt tho' ],MY 
K".D'JI)/edg' Anlt /Tirt., Admits of n, Addition. 1" 10" 
wilt b, pleAJ'd when ]'M.find flmething in it thAt mA) 
firv, t. confirm YOIl ;n JOllr S,ntimentJ. He calls It 
A fler) excellent Work.." ,.nfor{llAble to the ChriftiA" 
R,ligion; 0pu(clI)um pra:ftantiffimum, & Religi
oni Chriflianz confentaneum. 

I had no notice of AllrifPA'S Tranflation 'till my 
Work was 6nith'd, and-this Preface was in the 
Prefs: So that having no Opportunity of exam in .. 
ing it narrowly, I caD give no exaCt Account of it; 
and it would be a Prefumption in me to. give a 
Charaaer at Ragdom of the Writings of a Per
fon fo famous for his Learning, and fo venerable 
for his Age. Befides,· he being the firft that ven .. 
tur'd to recover thefeCommentaries. at a time when 
Learning 'juft be~an to revive under the Proteaion 
of Pope Nicolas V. we ought to judge favourably 
of the Work, and to pive it grains of allowance. I 
have run it over, and find Allrifpil wanted neither 
Learning. Judg:ncnt or Expreffion. but more cor
rect Manufcripts. It unhappily fell out, thatthofe 
he bought at Yen;ce were as faulty, and more jin~ 

+ P"kff 

qUIJ Ut {emcl legas; nam quam vis iti dotrus. ita omnium vir .. 
tutum gcnere przditus nt, ut n~ue d08:rinz. ncque Virtuti 
tuz. quidquam addi pollit, placeblt Dihilominus legere ca qUII 
fenttntiam tuam ronfirmabunt. 
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M. Dader's frefl1ce •. 
perfe& than {uch as weredifcover'd afterwards, and 
from which the Greek Text was pripted off. For 
I have obferv'(i the {arne Errors in -his Veifion, ilS 
we find in thofe that folIow'd him, befides fevcrd 
others which without doubt ar~ owing to the Im.
'perfeCtion of his Manufcript. Setting this atide, 
there are (evcral Pa.f[.lgfs more. ha~pir, (; xprefi, an~ 
more correli than what we find 10 John Courtier'S 
Verfion: This Jaft, how imperfect {oevcr it was, 
{eems to befomething more corrcct. It doth not ap
pear that the Autlior had any Intimation of the 
former, fince he makes no mention of ire But 
when all is dont, the firll ought to Ixt vaIu'd, and 
may fafely be confu]ted as a Manu{cript by any that 
have a mind to publilh a new Edition in Greek • ..: 
And ,A.,.ijp,. himfeJf is highly to be commended 
for. his Courage, who tho' fourfcore Years of Age, 
and depriv'd of all thofe Advantages we now enjoy, 
ventur'd on a Tranfl,ation of a Philofophical TrOict 
fo profound and intricate, as the Comment:u-y of 
Hi".tlCiel, and overcame fo many Obftacles to ob
lige the Age he.liv'd in with fo advantageous and 
profitable a Piece. This Opportunity of paying 
rum a Debt he fo juftly deferv'd, a,~d of recovering 
JUs Memory out of the Jaws of O~livionJ is a 
Pleafure I readily cmbrac·c .. ·. 

M".jc CiljAllb,n, the great ClljAllbor/s Son. in an, 
Addition of C'lR'tier's Traoflation, which he pub. 
Jith'd at Londo., added fome Notes, in which het 
has reftor'd fevera} Palfages, notwithft:lnding whic~ 
the Text Rill contin~ imperfeCt. . , 
. M. L'A"bl Rellll.dot, whore Learning is equal to 

his Virtue and J udgment~ fent me an Edition of 
OJMrti"., fumifu'd in the Margent with feveral ju
dicious Corrca:ion~, written by .an unknown but 
learned Hand. At 6rft I eouid not tell if they 
were all}' better than meer Conjecture; but at Jalt 
~ per~eiv'd they weruhe Refultoffcveral R.eadin~ 

a ) upon 
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M. Dader's Preface. 
'upon the moO: correa: Manufcripts. 'this learned . 
Abbe did not think it fufficient that he had (up- , 
pJy'd me with fuch a valuable Treafure., but mort-
. over obtain'd me the AffiO:ance of M. Antoni, MII
ria Silvani, Greek.. Profe{for in F/Qrence, Member.of 
the Academy della CrHfc"_ and of the Academy at 
Rome degJi,:ArcAdi. a Man of great Judgment, 

''WeU acquainted 'with the Grelt, an a general 
,Scholar; andwhltisto beadmir'd in one of-his Ac
compliaiments, a Perfon of ftn,gular Modefty, al
ways ready to fufpend his own Studies, when he 

: may be able to affiO: thofe of others in a generous 
Communicatioq of whatever is valuable at Florence, 
or may contribute to the Advancement of Learning. 
,M. SAI:vini took care to extraa: with his own Hands. 
and fend me all the different Ledions found in an 
excellent Manufcript of Hierocks in S't. LaHrlntills 

. his Libra'1, the beft fumilh'd with all forts of choice 
Mapufcripts; efpeciaJly ~n Greek.,., which Co[mo t~e 
Great, the, Father of his Country, LallrentiNs his 
Son, Pope Clement VII. and the great Duke c.[mo I. 
have collea:ed at a van Expence, and which the 
two Jaft have depofited'in a Cafe of admirable Ar
chitechlre, perform' d ~fter the Defi6n of Mich"el 
Angelo. ThisM~.gufCript jufiifying mon of the 
Co~reai0!ls ~,hich ~ found in the PAris Copy. fup
ply d me -wIth .fome others that were very necef-

'fary and important. and indeed often furnilh'd me 
with feveral Words, and intire Lines. which were 
apparently wanting; fo that I may be bold to fay, , 
Hierocles his Text is at prefcnt as intire as it pof-

,liMy can be; and the fame with tha,t the Author 
Jeft behind him. To this I have reJated the prjn
'cipal Corrections in my Notes, that is, {uch as dif
fer from the Senfe of the {>rinted Text. As for 
fuch as are properly meer Elegancies of Style, and 
no way relate to the Author's Senfe, I have omit-
ted 'em as too cumberfom, and of J.1Q ufe in a French 

. Tran-
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M. Dader's Pre!IIce. 
T raoGation: However, they wiU be of great ufe in II 

Greel{ Edition, which ought to fee the World in 
that Perfection to which this Manufcript has refior·" 
it. I lilve pafs'd by thore Niceties which feverd 
learned Men have difcoverd in Manufcripts, but 
have highly yalu'd whatever ferv'd to explain feve
ral obfcure Pafl"ages, without which they would 
have ,been unintelligible, and gave a beautiful 
Tum to {evera! Expreffions, which 'till th.n had 
none at all, and open'd a way to many happy Dif. 
coveries. Thefe are the Advantages we are to ga
ther from Manufcripts, with which that of F/o-
1'111&6 happily abounds, where every Page is enrich'd 
with fomethiog particularly vaI,hable •. 

Ihope my FrenchVerfion, being' fupparted with 
fuch material Affi frances, will have aU thofe Ad. 
vantages which are wanting in the twoLllt;n Tran~ 
flation~~ I have taken all imaginable care to render 
it intelligible, and to' give the'Reader a jufi Idea . 
of the Precept, and to convince him of the' ReafO-; 
nabJenefs of the Precept. On which account I have 
fometimes indeed made ufe of fuch Expreffions, as 
I would not have ventur'd in a Treatife of another 
Nature. Philofophical Sub;,e8:s admit of a Liberty 
not to be aIlow'd on other OccaGons, nay, fome
times we are forc'd upon it, as Cicero hu obferv~d 
and pradis'd in his Treatife of Philofophy.' ' 

HitTle/'S is II Genius of the firA: Rank; his Ideas 
are Noble and Sublime, and fometimes very hard 
to be underftood; fa that a bare TratJilation would 
be of no ufe, for there are feveral Paffages not to 
be ,unaerfiood, '~fpecially by fuch as are not ioti. 
Jllat~ly acquaioted ~ith the ancient Philofophers; 
for which Reafon it wac; neceffary to iIluflrate the 
Traoflation with fome Notes. 'Th(odo,..s M.ifi/i., 
has written fome upon PJfhagor.s his Verres, and 
Merit C"fAflbon, as I have before obferv'd, has be
llo!: d ~ f~w on (ome Paffages in Hitrocks, but they 

~ ~ we~ 
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xx M. Dacier's Preface. 
were de6gn'd rather to corred: the Text than 'ex
plain it. But no Perfon has hitherto undertakm an 
intire Explication of Hierocles, ~nd that is what.r 
have at prefent attempted. I have beelP fparing 
neither of my Time or Study, to explain all the 
difficult Paffages that occur in my Author, and 
there is not one, which I have not iIluftrated" or, at 
lea£l: have not endeavour·d to iIJuftrate, to render 
this Syftem as clear alld intelligible as it was in the 
pays of PJthagor-.s. . 

Since Hierocles did not £lourith 'till in the founh 
or fifth Century, we are not to doubt but Chrifti
tnity affif1:ed him to unfold fevera} of PJt~f!J'AI 
his Dogma's, whiclt had not been-rightly under
flood before. "Twas that alone was able to diil'olve 
the Darknefs, and remoy'C the Veil which was 
drawn over.the greate£l:Truths; however, thisAf
fer~ion is not to be pufu'd too far, nor are we to 
imagine HitTocles alter'd P,1hllgoTAI his Syftem to 
render it more beautiful, and make it conformable 
lO the Cht'iftia'n Difpenfation; he only recovec"d by 
the Light of our Holy Religion, the tzenuine Spi
rit of fl.'hllgorAI his Do&rine, and which he had 
borrow d from the Books and Traditions of the 
Jews; and that after this manner are we to under
Hand the Writings of the Heathens; for, as I have 
obferv'd before, in my Dilfertation upon PiAl" we 
are not to explain the Principles of oar Religion by 
the Notions of th~ Philo{ophers, but on tne con
trary we are to unfold thofe Notions by the Prin
ciples of our Religion. This is what we may ob
ferve in Hierotl,,; for 'tis certain. that the FouR";' ' 
dations of hi, Dcctrine are to. be fouAd in '1itlU1i4 
and Plat(J, IS I have obferv'd in my Remarks. 

For Ex,;mpJe, when Hierocks faith the Sons of 
God are the Image~ the incorruptible Ima~ of 

_ the Father, he undoubtedly bad regard l'O thore 
Dcr~riptiQnsour Religion h~givefJ of 9lB' Savio~r .. 

. w¥q 

Digitized by Google 



M. Dader's Preface. XXI 

'Who is the exprefs Image of his Father, and who 
never, knew Sin; and yet this Doctrine was cer-
tainly taught by P}th"gOTlls, fin~e Tim~*s aDd P"'t~ 
receiv'd it from hiJJJ. At the fame time we arc: to 
wonder how it was poffible for him to over-look. 
in fa deal;' a Light, the Abfurdity of a,Pluraliry of 
Gods, and that he did not embrace the truth of 
an only Son; a Truth known and promulgated by.the 
Poet him{elf, their OWl) Poet, whom they caU'q 
C?rP,"IIS, whofe Writings were held in fo gre.at .u
!hority among the Heathens; for he h.as told thtm 
m exprefS Terms, 

=>.E,~ ~ 71.6,/,011 ~&iOIl ,sA.{..f,cu; 'T~h~ ~e5O"l~p6Lf. 

Lifti1lg the EJIS Df th] Vnderftanding *p to the 'Dj~ 
ville Word, repDft thJ [elf on_ him. And the fame' 
Poet faith elfewbere, that Pillto, the Sun, and B"c. 
chlls are only diffcre!lt Names for aric" and the f"me 
God. Plalf1 likewi(e makes mention of the mol Tom. s. p. 
Di'lli.e lV,rd, which he calls the Caufe of Beings, 986. And 

and confeffes that our Well-being in this WorId, and'T:m. 3· p. 
Happinefs in the next, ~pend upo~ Qur Know- 3 3· 
ledge of this "/Pord,., which alone is able to open to 
us the Knowledgt: of. the moll: fublj~e Truths. 

'Hin'DCUS therefore may be reckon'd among thofe 
unhappy Perfons of whom PythAgoras fpeaks, who 
wilfully create their own Misfortunes, and who 
ntither perceive or underfiand the goo.d things with-
in their Reach, and which God has PUt into their 
Power; ·and what is frill more atlonifuing, He flept SymHl 
4t NiJ,.Day, if I may be allow'd to make ufe ofXXXIlI / 
P]th"gorlts his own Exprdlion; a fatal Sleep, whicrhp..IIO. 
was a jui ] udgatent upon him for havin~ fo tena-
~iaua'y adlier'd.tQ the grotS Elements ofPhdofophy~ 
-reef fo clear and perfect a Manifefration of the 
Trl-dl; ~nd who, ~hQ' born at ~ ti~e when Chri-

. • t . fiianiry 
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XXll M. Dader'l Preface. 
f1:ianity fo egrogrioufly triumph"-d over Ignorance 
and Error, yet obfti1'l3tely thut his Eyes againft 
that Divine Light. '. 

In his Explication upon the three 6rft Venes of 
/lythagmu. 'where he divides rational Beings into 
ImmortAl Gods, ,Heroes. and Terreftriltl Dem,ns. a
fcribing to the Angelick Nature the Name of Her4t. 
he may be thought to contradiCt the Dochine of. 
the old Philofophers, who did not term the An
gels Heroes, but call'dthofe Perfons Co,· who had 
}teen confecrated after th~ir Deceafe; witnefs there 

~ Infcriptions upon their Medals, Heros .Anti".,"; 
Heros E14rJp14/14s: Witnefs likewife thofe Temples 

. call'd HerDa, which were built to the Honour of 
fueh Men a~ after their Deaths were number'd a
~(),Ig their 90ds; fpr thefe are the three Degrees .. 
the Gods, the Demons. Ana Heroes. . But this Ob.
jection will 'prove to be of no Weight. wh~n we 
confider. that finee the Ancients divided into fe
veral Sorts the rational Beings~ which they plac'd 
in a middle Station between Gods and Men. and 
caU'd indifferently.Angels. Delll,ns. or Heroes; the 
.!uthor of-thefe, Verfes ~ight upon good Grounds 
call thofe of the 6rft Degrr:e Heroes, as Hierocul. 
afTuns us they ufually did. Others. faith he. a
flribe to this middJeSsrt only (Jne of theft thre~ , 
Names. CAlling 'em .Angels, Demons or Heroes. for 

. the Re4{ons we mention'lI hefore. 
A fmall RefleCtion upon the Neceffity of ReJi-

. ~ion, and the' Corruption of our Na!Ure, will' 
{erve to th~w us plainly how ready Men hav~ 
been to abure the Means God has afforded 'em to 
know him, and· to teach us, that Idolatry is DO 

other than the Sh~dow of Religion. 
God had manifefled his Glory iri the Heavens, 

and imprinted fuch PerfeCtions on all his Works. 
as are fuffieient to convince Mankind that there IS' 
~ ~uper~or ~eing infini~e ~n fower ~d Goodnef~ 
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by whom V(e were created"-.. and to whOftl a R"eli
gious Worihip is due.. But Man, by his natural 
Depravity, has been feduc'd to pay the Creajures . 
the Honour, which thofe very Creatures de1nan
ded of him to pay his Creator. This.is the B~ , 
ginniag of Pagamfm and I~Qlatry, which is no 
other than' a Corruption of Datural Religion, and 
a falfe Religion founded upon that. which is' true 
;nd .lawful; for, as I obferv'd before; Error al~ 
ways imitates T rut~. . 

This Diforder God defign'd to corred: by Re
velation; which teacbes Men that God is One, 
and gives 'elll an Idea of a. Saviour, whom God 
bas repleniih'd with his Spirit, and who is no o •. 
ther than the' Meffiah •. the ChriG, and Son of 
God. I~ difcovers to 'em rational Beings 1lJ0re 
perfed: than Man, which Beings .were created aDd 
ordain'd by God for his immediate Service. In. 
fuart, they are taught by Revelation taat. thofe 
Perfons, who whilG alive were the Sons of God, .. 
become more nearly uDited to him after their De
ccafe. The{e Truths have been corruf>ted by Er
for, which has intJ:Oduc'd feveral monfirous Ima
ginations into this U niry of the Godhead~ and in
Read of an only Son has produc'd an infinite Num
ber of Children; infiead of Angels, . thofe Mini
fiers of' the moil High, it has conceiv'd feveral 
pd and evil Spirits, which are to be atton'd by. 
Sacrifices: And inGead of wife Men, who dy'd in 
a virtuous Courfe, . and by that means became.the 
Sons of God, and Citizens of Heaven, and'who 
for that Re,fon might deferve a fubordinate fort of· 
Wor1hip. it has deify'd the moft vicious of Men, 
who grew. famous for their monftrous Crimes; to 
tl1efe were Temples rais'd, and by degrees they 
challeng'd the fame religious Honours, as wer&; 
p~idto t~e 90ti th~fe~v~~. . 

Digitized by Google 



XXIV . M. Dacier's Pref~ct. 
P1th~g(JrlIS, who had been fufliciently inn:ruaed 

in the Hebrew Theology, and could not be igno
nnt that the Judgments under wltich that N~ti. 
on foofcen groan'd~ were for the mon: part Puniflt. 
~ents their Idolatry had drawn down upon 'em, 
was offended at thefe abominable Exceffes. and 
endeavour'd to correCt 'em by recalling his Difd
pIes to Reafon, and by teaching • em to pay thofo 
Beings a Worfltip proportionate to their ~igoity" 
which he calls Ivvo~" fiC H", to PAl " rtAfoubte Wo,.. 
Jhip. conformAble to the LAW. But thefe Limita
tions were fo far from fuppreffing, that they efta..: 
hlifu'd Idolatry; which 1hows it a Work too great 
to be accompliflt'd by Man, who is unable to re. 
Cti6e the Propenfities of his Mind. His Precepts 
might probably have fome InBue!lce upon a Few, 
but the Generality of Mankind continu'd bury'd 
in the fame Superftition, and Idolatry tyrannjz'f1 
.ith as much Superftition as ever. Chriftianity 
ir [elf found it difficult to put an entire Stop to fo 
impetuous a Career, 'tilJ by degrees it. made a 
full Difcovery of the Truths, ot which the anci. 
ent Philofophers had entertain'd an imperfea Idea; 
then their Scholars were guided by it to examine
their Dogma's more thoroughly, and fet 'em in a 
better Light, than they had been plactd in before. 
This is what H;,roc/es has done in his E.xplication 
of PythAgoras's Verfes, which has made his Com
mentaries fo inllrucHve, and, if r may be allow'd 
the Expreffion, fo truly Chriftian. . 

'I fltall only inftance. here in his Notes upon the 
three 6rft Verfes, which are the moll. confidera
ble: Ies certain the Explication he'has given 'em 
iSl:onformable to PythAgorAs's Meaning; for Pt"to, 
a long time before Hi".oc/es, had obferv'd the fame 
Divifion and Subordination, 'requiring us' 6rll· to 
worfltip the Gods, ne~t the DeJllOm, :md Jaft1y 

.. the; 
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M. Dacier's Preface.. xxv 
the Heroes. lit.A· 'Wifi MAn haViwg firft flcrific·tJ 
ti the Gods, faith he, 'Wilt;n the next PLAc, P41 th, 
{Ame Wor foip to the Demons, ana taftl] to ,h, Hero,s. 
,This is PJthagoras his own Doctrine. with only 
this Difference, that Pythagoras calls thofe Her"/~ 
which Plato terms Demons, and calls thofe Terrt
ftriAI Demo"s, which Ptato calls Heroes; which 
makes -no Difference in the main. But it muft be 
allow'd that Hieroclei has drawn from the Chrifti
an Religion the Knowledge of thofe Limits fo juG 
and reafon~bJe, which he has affign'd to thefe dif
ferent Degrees of W orlliip, together with the 
chief Defcription he has given of Angels, and of 
Men receiv'd into the Celefrial Quire, that is of 
the Saints. The Heathens, before his Time, had 
fame Knowledge of the Angelick E{fence. Plat". 
faith in his tenth Book de Legib. ThAt i" all the 
ConfltF1s 'We a,:e to IIndergo in this World, 'WI are nfJ 
ilJnger able to vanqtlijh, thAn 'Whi/ft God, Ir his .An. 
g,ls, lIre prefl., II alfifflls. But no Heathen ever 
fpoke like HierocJes. At leall, I never met. with 
this ~a{fage of his any where ~lre, ThAt the Anglll 
Are lilt Om} beneAth Got4a"ahlgh~r than Man, ],ul 
~he] k.!zf1W "0 farther thAn God· thtnk! fit to enlig!" 
un them; thAI the] are made all gllriDus bJ thl 
Light 'Which refleas from Goa .p01l them; thAI the} 
feTVe al Channels to cOIIVe] this Divine Light to liS; 

that, ;nj}irta bJ their L,ve II God, the} ind.ftrio • .r
lJ 4ft liS ;n lilT p. affoge Ollt If ~n ,arthl] to An 

heav'nl] State; and 10 iliort, that the] are ordain'd 
to declAr, to *1 the Rilles of A gIla Lift, (Ina the 
Way tli £tertUl Hap/i",p. . 

But the Affiftance HierocJ,s receiv'd from the 
Writings of the Chrifiian~, appears yet more can-

. fpicuous 

* Mllrl G>E~ I'e ~ JI£. ~ '1'07, ",uP.OIl'I" t,,' ~"'~IIIV ~e· 
"uJ.7WT· ~: ; 1'4(4 nnri 1! P;$ ~,... If lJI-.s, Tom~ a~ 
t 1'1-· . 
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JXVI M. Dader' s Pref4~e: 

fpicuous in what he fait4 pf good Men, 'who afte~ 
liaving pafs'd this Life in the Practice of Virtue. 
ar~ receiv'd into the heav'nly Quir~s, that is, into 
a State of Beatitude. P)thllgoras had can'd 'em 
limply tertdb'iAl Demolls; t terreR:rial, becaufe' 
they are Men by N~ture, and Demons, becaufe 
being united to God in Heaven, they ~e reple
niflt'd with Liglit and Knowledge r and PlA~(I 
faith no more, than that the Souls, when feparated 
from ,their Bodies, retain notwithR:anding a Care 
of this World below; that in particular they protect 
thofe of their own Families as are left behind 'em, and 
that they deferveto be honour'd. But HierDCles. 
carries it yet farther. and defcribes the Saints in' 
fo clear ana precife a manner, as makes it plain he 
could nOt take thofe Defcriptions out of any but 
the Books of the ChrifHans. Where elfe could 
he learn, that the flnu Divine Grace that made the 
SailltS, has mAde 'em worth] of OMr ReJPeti ""d 
WorJhip; that fhl] oMght II,t ttl lie hOIltlMr'd 'till 
the) Are joill'd to tbe hea7." Ill, ~;re; "",d that th~, 
Worfoip ,,";;jlS prillcipall] ill all Imitatioll of 'e11l, 

, Alld All Olle4iellce to the Litws the) have lift MS, "lid 
ill walk.;IIg ill the wa]S thl) have with fo "'MCh 
Pllill alld lAhoMr preftrih'd to .s, h) deliverillg ;~ 
their Writillgs, for the GOtId of M""kind, the Prjll. 
ciples of YirtMe, And. the RlIlet of TrMth. I don't 
believe any thing like it is to be found among aU 
the Heathen Authors who writ before our Savi":" 
our. 
. Thefe are undeniable InR:ances of what I would 
efiablilb. that Hierocles hilS in no ~anner chang'd 
~he DoCl:rine of PJthilgorllS~ but only made ufe ~f. 

·the 

t 1 her, mai, lifo .f Hierocles' $ Explie.tiD7l, for 1 hilT" 
mIIIi, it .pp,.,m m, B.mMris, thAI .,,_. ill, Greeks t".". 
drr.t/A-0/lff u1ttX86v10/, figrIiJNs the Dead ~PlCS Dem~ 
thlll is~ . beatify' ~ .' '. . . 
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M . . bader's Preface. xxyii 
the Helps he receiv'd from Chriftianity; .to ex-
plain that DoCtrine; Gnce Chriftian Religion alone 
was able to 1how him the genuine Senfe of thofe 
Principles. which P,thAgDru had drawn. out of the 
Books and Traditions of the 11Ws. . 
· There is .an ArAbicl{. Tranflation of PythAg,rli!S 
Verfes: I am not able to make any Judgment of 
it, but the £At;" VerGoD, which 1(1)11. EI;ch"'A1I~ 
a Perfon very well skill'd in the Oriental Langua
ges; has given us of it, has con6rm'd me in the 
Opinion I always had of thofe EaRern Tranfla
tors, that they are more likely to obfcure the 

· Truth by their pwn Conceits and Fables, than to 
explain it by the Sincerity of their Verfions. PJ
,hAgorllS's Tranflator has fpoil'd moll: Qf his Pre
cepts, and underll:ood nothing of his Theology. 
S.lnIAfiNs has difcover'd feveral Errors in. this Ver
fion. but has not had the good Fortune· to mend 
'em.' It appears in many of the moO: important 
and difficuh: PafJ"ages, diat he neither underll:ood 

· PJthAgDrllS his Syfiem, nor the Explication Hiero
~les has given of it. Grot;Ns enter'd much farther 
into him, and had a more lively Senfe of J;.Us 
Strength and Beauty. He had almolt all Hier.
ellS by Heart, and no Man knew how to put him 
to a better Ufe. He has coUe8:ed feveral choice 
Flowers out of him, with which he has enrich'd 
his Writings, efpecially his Commentaries upon 
the Holy Scriptures. " 

T 2 conclude, JlJiertl&/es could not properly be 
explam'd, nor the Truths he had difcover'd be 
diftncumber'd from the Errors be wanted Force 
to correa, without having Recourfe fometimes in 
my Remarks to the hi~hell: Points of Theology: 
Since a thoufand Examples have convinc'd me of 
the Truth of this beautiful Maxim in Hiereclts, 
That Man naturally abounds in flrange and erro
neous Opinions, whenever he abar.docs himfelf to 

- .J. " his 
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xxviii M. Dader'.r Prifacl. 

, 

• 

his own Notions; I have upon that Confideration 
advjOC'd nothing of my own, but took Care con
ilantJy to follow the fureft Guides, without devi

lting from ·the common Notions of Mankind. 
I ·am yet to learn what Succefs this Underta

king will nieet with in the World:. It may be 
hoped that, if PJthll[.OTAS obtain'd (0 great a Re
putation in an Age wherein there were but feven 
wife Men, he will be able to preferve, or rather 
augment it now, when we have hardly feven thIt 
are not fo. Men of Merit are glad to efteem and 
honour thofe who deferve it, for. as Phltllrch obo; 
{erves, to praife others redounds to our own Re
putation, as flowing from an Over-abundance of 
Honour and Glory in our felves. They who are 
{paring in their Commendations of others, are ei
ther envious, or neceffitous, and unworthy of 
Praife themfelves, and therefore unwilling to give 
that which they were never able to receive. I 
muft beg Leave to obferve to Oem on this Occafi
on, that the Ancients always plac'd the GrACes near 
MertllTJ, with a Defign to 1how us how grateful 
we ought to be to thofe, who endeavour to in- . 
ilrua us. and impart to us the Fruit of their La
bours and Study. As Li~ht is an Advantage to 
mofe who behold it, fo the Inftruaions of the 
Wife are the Benefit of tho~ that hear 'em. pro
vided they will be dircCled by 'em •. 

CON~ 
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- .. 

CO N.T EN T S. 

T HE Life of Pythagoras. Pag~ I 

Thl SJmbols ,f Pythagoras~ with their Expli-
c,,"on~ - . p. 97 

The Life of Hierodes. p. I J S 
The Golden Yerfos of pythagoras, TrAlljlAtea frDI1I 

.the Greek b] Mr. Rowe. p. lSI 
The. CommtlltAri.es of HierocJes 011 the. GoUm Y".. 

fls of Pythagoras. - p. 16S .v erfe I. In the firft PlAce hono. th, ImmortAl 
GUs, lIS tbe] Ar, ejlAblifh'a _ ordAin'a bJ the 
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ligiMI. - p. 187 
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• e fHIt,f Goodne{s And of Light. p. I9J 
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thull. p. 101 
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Vufe v. Of Alt the rIft of M~nJ, ~Ak! him 
. ,hJ FrimJ~ who dijfillgHi JIm him/elf '" h;s Y.ir-
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Now, 

I 
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(JnS of the DaJ. , 
Wherein bawe I donI ? 
W~7at i 77mit777d o77i7ht to Z 
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p. I 
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Verfc:5:LXXji anI Lxxr~ """'fmi Fuh'n ufter 

difleft~d ti1' tlf th, mortlll B.dJ, thoN Ar~ 
riuft, ,n the }Ether, . 

jh,tlt he II ImmortV, . Incorrllptihlt, 
_d l),lIth fhall hFt1Je mOii OVi'¥' 

,hii, p. 38Z. . 
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PTTH'AGORAJ! 

W · HEN God took not Care himfelf tG 
inlhuCt . Mankind,. and to' teach them 
as a Mafl:er teaches his Difciples~their 

Reafon was . long in improving it felf to any ;De
gree of Perfection, and they attain'd' but very late , 
to the Knowledge of Wifdom. And forafinuch as 
this happy Prerogat.ive of having God himfelf for 
Mafl:er and .Tea.cher, if I ma,y be allow'd to ufe 
that Expreffion, was never granted but to one Peo-, 
ple, all the other Nations grovel'd long in the DiCk
nefs of Ignorance and Error: Nor was this Dark-
ne[s of theirs diffipatedl but proportionably ~s they ...-
bec:;ame acquainted 'with the Places inhabited by that 
chofen People, with whom the Oracles , of true, 
Wifdom had · been intrufl:ed; and to whom, for , 
that Rearon. liter-ally and indeed belongs the glo- • In th. 
rious Title, o( DifCi,ll ,f G.d~ which Jf. Homer 19th BIoi 
gives to Minos. but improperly and by Figure.. .1 1M O-

We need not then be aftonHh'dthat the Grle~, ,y1fes.~
notwit~~anding their sreat Capa'iti~s, 'arid n~tural :/~~: 

B ~ndow~ s-6,. ' ~ 
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:Endowments, wherein they certainly ex~ell'd aD 
the Nations of the World. remam'd Co many Ages. 

, without the leaG Tinaureof Philofophy, and with •. 
out any Knowledge of Nature. 'Twas not 'till the 
Days of S,/,,,, about' the XLVI. Ol)'mpiadf that 
is to fay, near fix hundred Years before Jefus 
ehriG, that Philofop~r began to he known among 
them: i ArI1 even then too, of, all the feven Sa
ges, wlio 'ouFi1h'd.in ,thofe Days. Thalls only, if 
we may ~tedit PWA,eh, carry'a on his Speculati
ons abOve the c;ommon, all the others having ae
quir'd the Reputation of Wifdom only for their 
~eat Skill and UnderGanding in 'th~ Science that 
trtat! of the Government of States: I And therefore 
»Jmoii'oF e~, b1a~'d all of 'em, in a Treatife 
he cblJipos'd ofPhilofophers • .baximllllS reproach'd 

• 'I" Dio- them fOr applying themfelves wholly to ~ Politicks: 
~ ~ ADd DiClAr&h.s faid very welL that they were nei
~fo."DftherVVife, nor Lovers?f Wifdom, but oal;,Men 
TLaIcs' of Parts, arid ~ Le81~rs. . 
.",ht" II, Thefe were, the dawnlDg Rays of Wlfdom that 
~4,'hus. begtIJ to inlighten the,Grllle!; for ThAleS had never . :~'.!fU . any Mafter of his own Country, as they them
Dr; "" felves confe~. No . Ma" g.iMli 'him, 110 MMi. 
"" !DlI/- flew'li him lhe WAl' fays Diqglllits LMrti.s, "Nt he 
7'KAlt. ;pmt i., Egypt, wllwi he co"",erl Ii • long ti"', 

'JIJith the Egyptian Prltfll. . . 
. ,I~ .fDPI then it was tba~ the G~"k..! were initia

ted In die 6,G E.lements of trlleW Ifdom. nut how 
~e the EgyptiAln by there fublime Sciences, that 
were llhknown to the Magi of Perf"" to the ChAl .. 

, MAin, to the GynnofophiRs, tel the CeltIs, 1'0 the 
Dr_til, and t() all the B."AriIIlIs' DoubtlefS from 
.Jbe <;OrrefpOndence thole Pe.ople had had with the 
People of <Sod, from the time they had been Ca~ 
'tives in Emt. .. '. . 

. . But' here ·perhaps an ObjeCtion .. y be ~ed~ 
~. w~llc/OJDe ~pp~e of llcafOlJ,. ~t_~ 
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be asl(d, why the G,.,,~ went.to l~arn Wifdom in 
EDpt, where there were only fome flight Foqr .. · 
fteps of it, and thofe too already e1fac"d by ,a tbou
Hnd Superftitions ~ Why went they apt rather iuto 
1tMu, where true ReJigiou was reigninJ in its 
full Splendor ~ A Country, where the Prophets,' in
fpir"d of God, made their Voices be heard every. 
])ay; where the meaneft hifan w()Uld in eiglili 
Days time have more fuJly iollru~ed t~Pl c9D'Ct:l'. 
ning the .. Creation of the WorW, the ConduCt an4 
Providence of GOd. aIId, the :0 .. " of Man_' than 
they could have been by all'·the ,Em""" Pridls, 
and by' all the Sages' of their Qwn Nations: Nq. , 
they would have taught them more than all then: 
own PhiJofophers Jeunt in the Space of ninety tw.o
Olympiads, or of threebuodred and fe¥eDty, Yean. 
which was.. the Time from TIitaJ" their 6rft Phito~ 
fopher, to E,"II1'.1 their laft: A Coun~, in filort, 
in ·~hich alone Truth had taken up 'its DwelJing, 
whereas all the other Nations of. the Earth Wfl"C 
the Abode of Error ,and Lies.. ' 

tTis not difficult to anfwOf'this ObjeaiOQ. .1, 
will no~ fay that the Gr"k.!, who w~re defcenQed 
from the Eg"tOOu,' might have more Inclination 
to the Country whence ::r deriv'd their ll.~ . 
traaion, and w hert they fo their Gods and their 
Religion. ' , ,'. . . " . 

Much letS will I fay with ". LAUAntiHI# that· Lib ..... de 
God would! not fuffer them'to ~o into JtM~'" left.y~ sapi .. 
they lhould come to the Know1e.dge of the Truth; entia, Co 6-
becaufe the \fimewas not yet come for the Gen .. 

, tiles to know the Religion of the true God~ This· . 
Opinion I take to be unwarrantable. 

I Neither do I believe there is'aay good Ground" 
to fuppof~, that 'becaufe t~e Jew, were exaaly ~. ," 
toated between the El1pttA1l1 and thePerjUuu, It 

'. could DOt well be, but that PJI.hiltl'l'As, a~ he went. ' 
tto ... BIJII ~ PItjI, mull: ba~, been in J~4 . 

. B 2. ' ~mong 
; 
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Among ~ the A:nclebb;\v~ find nor o~e ftngl~ Au~ 
thority;.- fo much as' to make us' fufpect th.at P}th"o.. ' 

'gm,Jevdi(ef:his Foot in that Country. If he had 
been there, they would not have forgot to menti
on it,. and his Ex~pJe wotild have been .follow'd 
by otlie:rs.' Nnt only ,P}thllgortls . was never there, 
but· I dare even' aff~rt, that the Gretl<i DeVer. had 
any Correfpondetlee ,withr the Jew;" I ground my. 
Opinicfnon the following ReafQn~ which perhaps. 
:tr.ill he thought fufJicientty convincing. 
I:·,:trhe Jni/t with Ileafon; Ioo~d upon thelprelves. 
as a J>tople, whOM God had fet apart: from aM 0..; 
thers. to (mailie and unite them to himfelf. And 

,theref6te. lhur up within their own Borders. 
they held no Commerce with Strangers. . Depend. 
ing'on .tlie Protection of God, and proud of die. 
BJCffin~he fltower"d down upon them, thO)' fe-' 
ganted all the other N arions Of' the' Earth' as the, 
Sport bf Satan. and as the Slaves of Idola~.: . 

. Thry ~. nB It.~ for' their Religi,Qn,i, they 
t~eate4 th~ with fo- much R.j~ur and Severity,I 
that -out of meet' A'Verfion to them, they broke 
even their own Laws and CuRoms: They requit'dt 
but one Witne6. and but one Judge. to condell1D' 
a Stranger. . .. 

There is therefore no Reafon to be aflQntlh'd,· 
that a People who held in A~horrence all the other· 
Nations, their Gods and their CeremOnies~ were 

, Iikewife themfelves the Objects of the.Hatred an~ 
Contempt of the reG of Mankind; and much lefs 
that :J People chofen of God was the Out-caG of 
Men. But tho' the Jews were look'd on as~ the 
vileR of all Nations. we may neverthele15 affirm; 
theY'were yet more· unknown than contemn'd. It 
co,tld not.be beJiev'd ~ow mUch theGr"ks~ a p~, 
pie greedy': to know every thi~, 'were, in !he Dark·, 
IS'fo the Jews, had we not~fuBicientEvldence tOl 
,l&ve, that, jlliUll ~as a Country th~: ~w ~ez 
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. littleof; not .onlY in' the, Time of nAli.r; (loX :fiUAI'" 
·dred¥eawhefore J efoS ·Chrift. ·l>ut~vona.hundretf 
·Years after his ~"ativity. ·We.n~:Do:inOre-\thm 
,hear what PI.tArch fays .0£ .-;b.e Ceremonies ana 

I .Feafls of the Jews,.. to ,conv~e. us they laicw . not 
.tbat.People but b1'conftis'd .Reports, upon which' 
:;they built the moft abfurd of Fables. . , 

(~) In the Month Ti%.r;, which anfwe.rs to our 
,.&p"",J,tr. the .1nDS had three Feafls; the firlt: 
,was celebrated/the firft of the Month: This was 
.the Feaa' of T ru,mpets. . '. ." , 

-(b) J"he.focOlJd.RIaSon 'he .ttnth,of;theMonth. '" 
This was the Feafto1\ Atonements, .or Expiations. 
, (c)' And, the. third was on t~ ,fifteenth of. the 

fame MOl)th: Tbis was the Fea1l of Tabernacles; 
it lifted feven nays, durin~ whi~h they remain'd 
:in Tents, cover'd with Green Boughs. in'remem-
. brance of their having incamp'd in the 'Defart, when 
,God had deliver'd them, out of Egllt• (Ii) .upOn 
the Day of this Feafi: they ~dter' d.Boughs of the . 
. Limon-Tree, the Palm. tile Mirtle:and the.WilIow, 
cand carry'dthClJl in their Hands, as had been cOBl- , 
,lDanded them. ",' . -

PIIltArC" COqklunds there <Feafts; :he ,.5 that of 
the Fa~ and, EXpiAtions' for that of Tabernacles, 
which he divides into tw~; and that of the Tru~ 
. pets , which .precedes .the two others;' he puts 
Jaft. ...' 

But· 

• t 

:(.) M~fWtimo, .primo die MeJ)fis crit yolNs Sabbatum 
mcmoria1e ctarareDtlbus Tubis. Lruitie. 13' '1+. . 

(6) Decimo die MenflS.hujus dies Expiatiooum erit celeber-
rimus, IJ.s7. . ' 

• ee) Et quiato d~ ~ feptimi eruat F. Tabema-
.cuIorum feptenl ciiebus Qo~('S1. 44· " 

(d) surrietifque vobisclie primo fructus Arboris puIc;benipJz 
SpatUlafque Palinarum. lit ramoS ~ deafarum li'rondium lit 
'A1ic:es de torRnte. & laItabiGlifti cOram -DominO beo ycftro. 
13-40-

" 
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But· what, is yet :more obfernble, ,he ~fI'ures'Us 

that thefe Feafb were ccl.obrate4 in HODOUr of B.~ .. 
,htls: He ~kes the Boughs they carry"4 in their 

. 'Hands to -be Th]rfos; he fays dae Trumpets weI.e 
defrgn'd to :inyoke. BlIl:chtls. as ,the ... giMn ~e 
woilt to. do in their Bacchanal~ He believes the 
uvites to be fo caIl'd rrom the Sumame of&c"hifs, 
rio:was' call'd LJps ~ EviBs. He Juppofes the 
Word S.bbAthto be deriv·d fram.$Abk." ·theName 
. by which: ~e PrieRs C?f ~cch,": .Wf!~ call'd~ ~ 
feafoP of the ~xclamatlon S.b~,;, whICh they UJ',d 
in' their. Bacchanals. He adds,- ta. Ithe D_ys of 
the Sabbath, werc:the Feafis of.that Cod of Wine, 
becaufe. fars.;he, u~ thofe; ~ays they exci~4!lDe 
another to drmk; ,and make thfmfeb,es amok. 
" What-he fart~r fays of the High .. Pried!s Vdl, 
fPeDts no lefs ~his IglioraDce~ He fays that 
~e.E,~'p! Breaft-Plate, was a S~'s Skio, im
broldet'd With Gold,.aDd that me little Bells, that 
~ung at t4e bot~oui of his 'Robe beneath the Eph.~ 
were to make a;N'Oife'like that 'Was wont· to be made 
.. the.NoBuroal Sacri6ces.·of BMthNs, and from 
whence the Nunes of that God were caIrd GMl .. 
. ~.Jr"lU~ whic~.6gnjlies, ~'At;ng .fBrllfl.· 
, He pret~Dds. they made no Oblation of Honey; 
"'"tift, fays he, H!~ fpoi/~ ~n'; '~wbich is as falfe 
.~~ the R.~fon he gives for.lt IS foohth. The Jl'Jllf, 
did no.t burn fioney upon the 4-1tar, bu~ they PJade 

.. qblatlons of Hoqey; for they offerd the firftFruits 
of it. In ilion, .lie is fo little vers'd in tlleir Cu
lloms, that he' knows oot' whether it was out of 

. ; Vener;atiOn or Abhorrence, ·tJ1at· they t.t BOt ,th~ 
Fleth 01 Swine; . <.' .. 

. ~ Thus'l have 1hewn you how"intirely .lgnorao~ 
~lae Greru ·wore in the Afairs of II1t1,U~ . and the 
:J.leafons that ~indel"dthem 'fto~ ;having any:(Jer .. 
'refpondence wit~ that. Country. . Now it not! be-
.~ ·m.· .. rJ»PiW~t8:~ JatisGe,th~ Curiofity 

, " ~g 
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PYT.HAGORAS. 1 
ialc)ng die 1l'1li1, they went· into EDpt, where that 
Peeple bad left behind them fome Sparks of Wi{. 
dOlDt 'and whither they were always carrying fome 
pew Improvements of Knowledge, by means of the' 
continual Commerce they held with ,that Country: 
f For the EtJ1IiAt'! were ,one of the People whom ~~ • .: 
God ,had excepted from the Abhorre~ce b~ had rls Id: 
p>aUnaDded the J.G11 to bave . for ~ Pan of the um, quia 
Gentiles. ..' . mter tuu. 
. Thot .they were almoa dyiQg Sparkles that the dt; ~.£. 
jl'llll left behind them in Eggt, yet ~ gatber'd ~ad:
together by little and little, and. no~rilh .. a by Men :'fuittii.o
of good Pans and natUfll.E.ndow~ts, tlV.faird terra ejur. 
pot 2t bgth to kiDdle.a.great Flaple. ~tel'OIIjo 

'I'hMl1 was dJe 6.rn who qrew f~.oft1aem fr~m ~. 7· . 
under the ASacs .that ,conceal'd d&eaJ. Before his :rime, either the Grlllr.E were oot permitted.t~,. 
Into_EDit, for 'tis pretended that ~ing PI.."",,; .. 
FfU firJl gave tbem leave, about the :xx~. Qb'm", 
piad, or elfe ~ went thi.er only for the fake of 
Traffick; arid if they brought from ~benc:e aoy ~01 
I)ifcoveries, they were only.Shado"s of Truth, or 
DeW SuperLUtions, that mail\tain'd aqcJ ill,Creas'd their 
llrrors. '. 

There ~s learpt the .E.x.iftenc:eoE one' only 
God; there he learnt ~hat this $ocl ~ aeate~ tile 
World; there he had his 6dl Idea of the Immorta
lityof the Soul; there he took fq~e TinCture of . 
Morality, which 'till then ~d qever been ~ulti~~ed$ 
~ loaaed with thefe T.rcafures he went to lay the 
Foundations. of. his Sea-. .w.hi,h w,as call'd tile IIJI: 
-~ 'bec:aufe he taUght,at Mi/pt"IP,a City Qi I-
..u..'.": " 
. Pp'~(JrM, who was much ~ungir than he, aDd 
yet ~is CQlJtem,poary, follo. ... ~ his A~le i and 
baYipg ~ :iDore' time in EDI', went to foun~ 

I his Sea,: which was c:alldthe11 .... ~ . qc,,,,,,"e. 
. ....,.. ;. - .. B. t· . -!lQ&hc 
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ta~ght it in that P:lrt·of /'till] whrch "YIS cllfd Grif-
t;' J!IIIj.r, Grellt Greece. " . " 

This foon arriv'd to be ~he only SeB: in the 
World, and ou~ of it capte all the Philofophers t·hat 
flourifu'd for the Space of three hundred and fe

. yenty Years; and ~ho ~ere divided iqto many dif:-
ferent Seas. " ,. . .' '. 

i. Nothing could he more uleful to the. ,Publick, 
nor more worthy ofthe Pen of a learned ~an~ than 
~o compofe the Live~ of aU there Philofoph;~s in. ~ 
better Order, an'd WIth fDot~ Care and DIligence 
than Di'gelles LAertillS has'done, ~ho certainly 'falls 
much iliort of what mighfhave been expefCed from 
fo great and noble a SubjeCt. There we might fee 
what Progrefs the Rearon .of a certain Number 'of 
excellent~eD ·made in the Knowledge of Truth, 
at a time wlien the whole Ellrth, excepting only on6 
finall Com~r of it, lay bury'd ip·DarknefS. ., ,: ., 
. There we {bould Jikewife fee 'What Ectipfes. that· 

Truth has fuWer'd\from timerto 'tim.e, . becaufe it 
was. p'ot yet firohg en6ugh' to triliniph over the 
deceitful IUuGon and Error, with which'the COD
tagion 'of the Body naturally infeCts, the Soill of 
~an. . 

For my own Part, after having given' the. publick 
the Life of PlAt., 'and an Idea' of his· DoCtrine, I 
was of. Opinidn, "I fud\1ld do a thing no lefs accep
table than uCeful, if while I gavt ~he Philo(op~y ~f 
PJthllg~rll', the moll con6derable Part of whIch IS 
contain'd'in the go~den Verfesof which~hi$ Difc:i
Pls LJ/is, the Mi£lerC?f.Epi~."JAJ? is thought ,to 
j:;{ the' Author'; " and In the learned'. CommentarIes 
of HieJ!.cks, I added to it. the Life of that phil.fo. 
pher. . It was written by fome:grciat Men in fOl'Qler 

. Ages~ is Xeilqph.", .Ari/l.xelllll and HmllipplU, 
. who Jiving l>ret'Y 'near'theTime'when P,tlHl,irirlU 
fIounfh~d,: mil!'ht be, faithfully inftrUaed IQ:a1l the 
VartibWars of'his Life; but all thefcWorks. are un-

- - - . , , fo&tu~ 
! .J. 
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fprmnately loG, and the Authors~ w.ho long a,frer, ~ 
dettOOk the fame Task; have fucceeded [0 in as to 
redeti oar Grief for that Lofs. . . 

.-Viog;"" LMrtillS writ a Life of PythAf.orAS in ~he 
fecboo Century; P"Ph}rills .mad~ one 10 the thIrd, 
and ~fter hilQ. hi~ Difciple J"",blicustry'd his Skill, 
on the fameSub)tCl:. Bul befides that .they have 
obferv'd n~ther·Rule nor Method, they have 'all 
faDen .into· the fame E.rrors~ . and which are moll: 
'capable of caGing a Blemifh o.n Works of this Na .. 
ture. I mean, too much Credulity, which has 
made them embrace meer Fictions for (onllant 
Truths; and· too little Attention (0 the Cir
cumGances of Time and Place; which, if 

, throughly div"d into and examin'd, are alone fuf
fi~ient' to give {ueb an Inftght into the ])oCl:rines 
of this Phi1ofOplulr~ that the leaR fuadow·of Obi 
{carity will'remain no longer, but the Truth that 

.. lyes hid under t'he Darknefs of Fiction and Lies, 
will eafil! be ~Hingag' d, and we 1ball difcover the 
Sourcei' from whence he drew moll of his Opi-:
nions. 

Plth.gwlIJ defce~ded from Allf411/, who came; 
originalJy from the. Iiland (.) etph.lt"i" ~ cal
led SMlUI,· and who ieign'd in the Ifiand (b) Me
""h}llII, whore Name he chang'd, and call'd . it 
S""'OS~ from the Name of his own Country. 

This .&.c.IIS was not the Son of N~Ptllll~, as 
, (ome have falfelythoughthim; for finf4flS, the Son 
of Nepllllll, ,having been in' the Expedition ()f the 
.Arg.""~IS~ that preceded ~he War of Tr;(j) abou~ 
forty Years~ how' could be, who was one of the 
Argolltllitll; be :in . the [on"k.. Migr,ation, ~hich ' 
Jaappen~d not "t ill forty Yea~s after 'thetakm" of 
, TrOJl. 

(a) .An IJ1M!1.II/""JoniaD.sM.. Ifh:p, :x.JwS" 

.. 
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t 'YO] 1 ,The IOand .M'lMtipbJltu,'was 'not peoP~ b) 

the IolUlUlJ, nor caU'd SMIMJ~ 'tdl afta _ .Mip!" 
tion •. H01lJW, wJto had heareJ 9ftheI_~Migfa. 
tion~ never Jmew the new Nuae of this lnaDd. 
which in his Days lUll retain'd i., antient Appel~ 
.larion.. . 

. .AM",", who reign'd in S-Us, was DO doubt 
defeended from that 4»&_s. who before had ~igo
cd in ClphAltlliA; and from whofe Family was de
{cended .M"nllllrchllS. who ~vin« marry'd one of 
his Relations, eaU'd PArtln"is, had by her 1']lh"l. •• 
rAS. 

I' know very well that fome Authors derive the 
Genealogy of this Philofopher from another Stedr, 
and that they make him to be defcendcd'from that 
Hippllfos, who at· the time when the H"..,liM, re-' 
turn'd to PtlDpo""efos, that is to fay, fourfeore 
Years after the taking' of Tr,], retir"d to s...l. 
H;pp"fos, fay they, was the Father of EI!Pw.", . 
wh()fe Son MIllmArcbtls was the Father of Pph.... J 

./....oras; if fo, PJthaf.4.rAS mull be the ~i!'" ~efccnt 
from 1Ii"Afos~ w~ich eannot be reeoned d wIth the 
true Chronology, that will not .allow p]thAgwlU to 
bave been fo antient. . 

MII,mAnh,", a few Days after his Man-iage, went 
with his Wife to DtlplHs, there to fell folPe Good, 
during the Fe.a; for he was a Graver 6, Trade: .. 
and dealt in . Rings and other T rinkers. 

During his fray tkere~ he reeeiv'd' an Oracle 
from Ap.IJo~ who told him. that if he imbark'd 
for SJriA, the Voyage, would be very' pleaflDt IIId 
fortunate to him, and that his Wife would thero 
bring 'forth a Son, who 1hould be reDIQws"d for 
Beauty and Wifdom, and ,whofe Life would be' 
wanl to all poaerity. ' 

After fo 'plain an Oracle, Mllt1lMrc"," faj}'d not 
to go into'SjriA: But fira he ehmg'd the Name 
of his Wife, and inftead o£ P~rllifnil, . call'd. her 

.. ' ..... ,. . PplMU, 
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, 1J!hMs, in. remembrance of this Ooele of ,4,.11#, 

who ,was f~'d thl P]thiMJ. And here ... e may 
take,·notice ,of the cuftom of the Oriental Nations 
in chaoging their Names wheo any extraor.dinary 
Adventure h.~pen'd to ,'em. as we fce in the Holy 
S~riptureand In Hfllll.I1'. . 

. At SitU", P.thtllis or PJthAis, was brought to 
Bed of a Son. who was call'd PJthllg,rAS, becau(e 
.he :hatl been foretold by this OncJe of Ap,JitJ; 
others .pretend this Name was given him. hecaufe 
whatever he' faid was as true·and certain as the o. 
odes of that God; but to ,make good this Opini. 
on, the Affertors of it Jhould .prove that this Name' 
was given him very Jate. and that he had another 

.. 

durmg his Infancy. . , 
PJ'hAt.orAS I came into the World towards the 

XJ. VII. Olympiad, 'four Defcents after N.",A. 
as DiWJfols of HA/ic,"""jf., has foJidly prov'd; 
that is to fay, about five hundred apd ninety Years 

• ~ore J erus Chrifl:; N.bllCb.for was then reigning 
. ~ Bllb}itJlll and. the Prophets E%;Achid ane,{ DAII;,1 
.,.-ophe(y'd at that time: This Remark will be ufe-

.. Cui to us hereafter. " 
.M_.ch.s being. come back to $"",,1, expen

ded the greatefl Part of the Mony lie had got in 
his Voyage, in buildillg a Temple to Ap,/l,. and 
took care to breed up his Son anfweobly to the 

f great. Hopes lie had concei\L'd of him. Tlie young 
P.yt~tWAS increas'd daily in Wifdom:-Lenity and 
MiJdDefs., Moderation and Temperance, Jufi:ice aad 
Piety (0 vifibly appear'd in all his Attions, that 
the Truth of the Oracle was no lqnger fu'Ped:ed, 
inbnuch that the Child was already regarded as a 
good Genius fent into t,heW orld for the Good of 
the &unUIIS. They (iJI'd .him th, Tomh with thl 
jiw HMd .f HAir, and where-ever he walk'd along 
Fhey loadccl'him ~it4 ~C$ ~ BCQ~di~ons. 

His 
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His lfirft Precep,tor was H"."utUars, one of the 
DefceJJdants of ;d~e. Famous CrllphJlils. who for 
baving hofpitabJy. taken BII"",. intCJ his HOufe, hts 
acquir.'d· himfelf a Name that "iUJaft for -eyer. . 

He (pent whole Days with the Priefts of Sol,s, 
tQ inllruCt hirnfelf in what. related to the. Gods and 
to ileligion~ ,And feeing-there was then no Philo
Copher in that Ifland, capable to fatisfie his ardent 
Defire of Knowledge. Ile refolv'd to go in Quell 
~Ifewhere of what was not to be found in his.own 
Country. Accordingly he left S,,_s when ;hewa~ . 
~ighteen Years of Age, about the Beginning of the 
~T~'nnny of PolJ.cr"m. , . 

The .Fame of Pher,C)Jes dr~\1' him firll, ~.18e 
Hland of SJros; whence he wenttoMJeiMr, where 
be convers'd 'with 'l1ut'Us.' arid with ~im".der 
.&he Phy~cian.', , 

From Mile/lis he went into Phallic;", and llay'd 
fame .time at Si,a. •• , the Place of his Birth. 'ris 
pretended Ite frequently ,convers'd here with t~ 
~ophets, who were defcended from one .{~ M.
ch.s, or Mofchsu, a great Phyfician. 'Tis very . 
likely this is ~ corrupted Word, and that this M,
chili is none elfe than M,fls. 

From SitUn, P1tbitgDrils went int? Eg1Pt, ~here 
'Th4/rs and. Solon bad been before hlm~ At hIS De
parture .from SIUIIOS,P'iJaAttJ gave bim Letters of 
Reconunendation to -tt",IIjis.. wJio was then King 
of ElJlt, \nclbetween whom there was a· firiB: 
iFriendfuip. Poi,crAl§s defir'd that Prince ,to give 
aU manner of ProteCtion to PJt~g'r"'. and chiefly 
to recommeni him to ,the PriA:fti of his iCOuntrY9 

." . lnd 

(a) Strabo';n'hUllitb a.H fAyI. thMilofJrfMl"",IJ,,;w. 
,. ~offidoaius. Ih;, Mofc;hus. wholWJ IJ'fo'i I~ w. "Troy. 
wm Ih, .A.tdhw '1 IhI Dollr;'" ./ .4J.IIII. "hidl !Jy ". ,.,.'IS 
"PilI .ilh Mores. . " 

" 

Digitized by Google 



and 'to oblige them "to initiate him in all their' 
Myfteries. Amajis receiv'd him very kind~y;· and 
after having kept-bini f9lllc ;tUne at hit COUft, . he . 
~vi:··hilit Letters·for the Priefts .of.Htli,polil., . 
.. The. EDI';""J were very jealous. -of tllcir Scieft
~; : dley:very rarely jm~rted theln. tct·S~nger5 ~ 
apd admiQ:ed not .e.ven dicit 9wn· {;ol1otrymea in~ 
c(uhofe St!Jc;lies,'tiU af1!er having. madetbempafs 
~' . futh . Auflerities and revere Probation~,~5 
1'(ete . capable . t<1 create in .thema Loathing of thofe 
$cjeO(CS k>r ever •. ! Th'e Priefts of Heliopolis fent· 
PJt~g.'M tQ thoteQf Memphis; and they·dire~ed 
liim to the Antients,of Dio/p./is,. who not daring: 
to difObey the King, hut refalving at .,h~ fame 
Wae QQt to "break in upon their OWB CUiO,mSi ro
ceiv?d PJt'hag.rIU into their .Nevici*~ -hoping' he, 
would be· dlfcour.ag·.a by ,he. rigorous Rules that 
were, as it' "ele, . the Key tQ. open the Door 
that Jet in to their Myfteries: But they were de
cu~'d in their Hopes~ for PythagorAS was inflam'cl' 
with {d viol~nt a Defire to I~arn~ tlul tho'thek 
Priefts· WQuld give bimno Quarttr, but injoin'd· 
~im very fevere nbferyanceS; , an$! {ueh 'as were di
rectly contrary' to the Way of W or1hip among tho· 
Gree,<!, he wen~ .thro· "all with wondrous Patiec£l',. 
fo far as even· to receive tbe Circumcifion, as· Di-' 
'DJiIHS 9f '.Aiexa~Jr~ preten;d~. . 

.. After· ,haviQg remain'd ~we~ty five Years in .E
Ylt, he wer.tt tp .Bab]/ollj where he (ontraCted a 
great Intimacy with the Maglls NaUTaIIlJ" or ZIt- . 
bra,.s; w~om fQ~epretcmd to be E~kie/, and 0 ... 

tbers :Zoro.jfer. But the Truth 0" Chronology 
" confut~s the'Opin~on of the l~tter; fQr .s.he Magus, 
, 2,r .. fte,. prece~ed' PJthAgorm feyeral Ages. ' .. " .. 

In his Retu.r~ from Babyl~ ~ wen~t~ ~rete~. 
aDd t.~r:rce to SI"'ml, . to. inftrt.ttl him~l( ip the 
Laws of Minos anQ Qf LJfllrglll; .wh.ofe SC:J,tes were: . 
reput_cd,thc bdl govtrn'd inthe··World. 'A~ Gn,F 

. : ' . fila 
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,ji/~ " Town Of er,te, he convers'd much with E';' 
pimmiMs. " 

After his long Abfence, he found &unos in a. 
Condition very different from tbat in which he hact . 
leftit. POlJ&rllttll who'had made himfelf abfolute Ma
fter of it, as we hinted before, pufPd up with 'hiS' 
Profperi~, exercis'd a Tyrannick Power over the 
opprefs'd SamiAm.' PJthll[.orlll hated Injuftice tao 

'much, and was too fOnd of Right and Equiry,to 
undergo the Yoke of a Tyrant. He preferr"d a 
voluntary Banithmen~ to the Slavery that threaten"d 
him, and went to find out a Place of Refuge, where 
he might preferve his Liberty, the moll: precibus 
of all Trea(ures, and for the Prefervation wltereof 
all Men, who have known its Worth, have ever fa
crific"d all their. other Goods, and even their Life. 

fie left Silmos about the LXII. Olympiad, and 
vifited the Countries of Grtec#. Going thro' P,1iJ. 
/"11111[111, he nopt at !,hlilll, where Lt. then re~n'd~ 
'In the long Converfations he had with this'Prince. 
he reveal'd to him (u,ch mighty things, and fpoke 
with fo much E~uence and Wifdom, that Lto, 
at once ravith'dand furpriz'd, ask'd him at length, 
Whllt Pro/eJ!ioll h, f'llow' d ,I PJthllgorlU anfwer"d, 
NOIII; II", Ihllt hI 'Will II Phi/oftpher. The Prince 
was furpriz'd at this new Appellation, which he 
had never heard before; for 'twas PlthilgorlU him
felf, who difpleas'd with the arrogaRt Title of S.
gil or Wife Men, which ~hofe of this ProfeOion be .. 
fore him had taken upon th~mfelves, ancllmowing 
there is ,none wife but God, chang'd that too 
haughty and alfuming a Name into one more meek 
and humble. calling himfelf a Philofopher, that is, 

! "Ll'lItr of Wifdo",. Leo isk'd him, WhM;1 'JII," 

" ", II Philo[opher, .nJ. the DifforlllCe, therl 'W," 

1 
b"",,,,, " Philofopher ..a other M,;,' PJlhAg~ 
rAI anfwer'd him, nil, this Life ",;zht 'WIU b, co",

, PAr' II to ,h, f"_1n 4jf",,6lj ,bM '111111 h,/J ftI"J 
: - to""" , 
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fomh:Tillr '. ~ ,?lympia, for the Sol,mll#} Df th, 
G41i1U "I,""".· iher,; Jor, ,liS ;11 thAt Aj{e1llD,lJ. 
there Are f""" ~hllico,.e it~ S,II"h of (11"J, lind Df 
Ihe CrrJlJlis th.t .lIre th, RI'JPArtlS 'f th,. na,rs; . I
thiTs ill $eAr,h of Glli",· '" iMJing Ir hir;1Ig lilt of 
.if4erchll1Mi.fos; lind .. third' &Itt. more 1I,ble thM th, 
I'IlJI ftJr.lJU1', cd;, thither ",ither for Profit nor AI
plAllft, !JII' Dill] to.ellil] the PUilfor, of ",holdillg thllt 
7l1(JlldeifIIl-$p'S",u~. - tl fie-""el ~I'W whlZt p-jJis 
itt il.::Si 'JlI' ,n liIl.! ",,,,,nlT', IJll.'f1i'fg"" C'lIlItr}; 
'»1hiDh Is He."" : '''11' intI this Worla'; ill illt, " 
P/M, If p"bli,k.. Meet;ng. Ther" /0",' tiil IIftl7' 
Glw.J,oiherif,r. Prljil, _{.IIII is th, NlI1bb,r If ,h.-. who d,;,_mlll lind . tNtIJpli"[. IIl1air F"t "II 
1IIAIbI1If If. J1""riCllliul rAlli", "'Ppl] thnnfll'll's t. 
t.StU, of Nitllr.;: Thefll4ft lire lheJ, added he, 
w,.", I )'CIIIJ 21n1,fop!?ers. . And "s ;11 lhe Sok",lIitJ 
IIf Ih, GAinJj there ;s lIothillg' ""re 1Iobl, th,," I' be" 
SpeQAIn. ,p'th'llt 1"'1 Illtereft· or fllfifo End, folilc!--. 
»lifo JII:lhis. Lifo,· tht (J'"t;m'~titJlI illig Xnl'Wl,JI' 
\., NIINR', .. lIreinjiJli"lJ .or, 'filii .. ,," thAII All 
.tW StllllUl bd Alilillllins.. To this purpofe be 

. was. wontto fay, Th",,MAII Will "ellted tl ~nlw _ 
t. ~1It'e,,;p/JI'e. , ',. 
. Froni P~loplnll'JiIS he pUs'd into /t"lJ, and felloi 

tied at (41tt.", of .which Place he made cboice for 
tbe Goodnefs of the Soil" and Temperatenefsof the . 
Climate.. ,Tche -Inhabitants had, by their laborious 
lndulby aad Courage; acquir-d to themfelves fo 
sreat ~ Reputatid~,: that 'twas raid of 'em ~Y way 
of common .. Proverb, th, !.Aft " Ihe Cr.otQmates i, 
the fi'1I.of.lh,·Or~b. But b~ving (uifertd a great 
Lots lD a Battelwlth the LOt:rlAns, they degenera-' 
rid. into Softnefs and Effeminacy. PJlhilgorM 
rb~ it • Task worthy himfelf to raile up 
their. dejeCted . CoUrage and to refrore tbem Ie)' 

their f4rmer Virtues, by obliging them to forfake 
the luiu(ious ari4 eti"eminare way of Living they 
" . , but 

Ij 
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had embrac'd. He preach'd to 'em ev~ Day tho 
Advantages of Temperance, and .. ith what Mif~ 
chiefs V, olllptuoufnefs and DeballChery are 'attended 
in the Rear; and he cited to them the Examples 
of Towns and States that had been intireJy ruin'd 
thereby. He compar'd the Care that is taken 0( 
the BOdy to the Acquifition of a faJfe Friend, who 
abandoQs us in N ecc:ffi~; and the Care we take 
of the S.uJ, to that of a trUe Friend, an honeH: 
a.nd ~ Man, who affilb us in all the Needs of 
Life, and who is ufefuJ, to us, even after our 
Death. 

,.. He Jabour'd with no leU Zeal to take the W~ 
men off from the Licentioufnei and DiiTolutenelS ' 
in which they liv'd, and to wean them ~m the 
horrible Luxury and Profllfenefs, into which the 
Complaifance, and too much Indulgence of their 
Husbands had.plung'dtbem: To ~is End he gave 
them InA:ruaions in the Temple of JIIM; and 
tho' perhaps nothing is more difficult than to 
rellaim tlut Sex, ana bring them back to Mo
deA:y and. Simplicity, when they have once got a 
Habit of. Debauchery, and of living in. Riot and 
Sple~dor, P]thilgorlU neverthelefs brQught it happi- .. 
Iy to pafs. The Women, .touch'd with his In-

. ftruCtions. and convinc'd that their true Orna-
, ments were Challity and Moddly, and not coA:ly 

Apparel, threw off their Robes of Gold, and aI} 
the Gauderies that Lu~ry and Pride had invented. 
and con{ecrated the~ to JII1IO i!l the Jime T~ple~ 
as fo many 'Trophies. thatWlfdom had rals'd of . 
the Overthrow and SpoiJsofProfufendS and· V.anity. . 

This Victory gain'd over the Women in what 
they held moll dear, and to "hich ther are moft 
ftllbbomly wedded, ought to make US Judge how 

, capable he was to work on the Hearts of the Youths. 
who were yet plianr, and had taken no Bent. He 
afi"embled them daily in the Temple of Apollo; and 

gave 
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kaYC t~ Inftruaiobs «hit wete DOt thrown away' 
upon them. , . 

Firft~ he taught, them "to £ear and hono~r t~~ 
Gods; and after die Gods to boiiour a,ott Jove ... 
hove aU their Fathers and their M<?thers, as the f~ 
toDd Authors of their Being~ail~ a~ their B~nefaao~ , ( 
Wb.tt ObligMitlll$, faid he to 'crn, ", .. lJ JO. ".t 
IMw to thoji, 'JIJIH -flit' Joiir DeMh, jbe,dd reJ.r. 
1" I. Life f Jllligr Jr.", thm&i 'WhAt ["g"IItilw 
it il ,,1It1. ~r I. JOin' PM-IIJIS wIni't is·fo jIIftlJ. 
,hOr DIIi. Thtrr is ""h;"g }iI grrlll, nothi"g fo 'VI

""'1I~". ~ th, JeAlitJ 'f Filther. Homer wilts fll/;' 
IJ c'/lfli1u;~d .f this Tr.th, :I~ded he;· for lifter h. 

, 'wing 'lilt· J J upitcr the King of th, Gods~ h, fi'.' 
, ,. thi,,':-- he. hili· infinitely ,lit .... ", tlMt "'il"htJ Titll. 

jy '"U'''g hi", the F.th" .f the Goas ",.d -I Men., ' 
, The Magi~rates; aLlonith'd at the, ItnpreffioD lie 

made on his AuditorsJ and fearing leLl perhaps he 
ihouJd make.an ill Ufe of the Authority he ~acl 
fp~fI'd over them, aDd .ufurp the Tyranny to him~ 
felf, feflt for him one nay tb come before 'ein, and 
give Account of his ConduCt. ~d of the MeanS . 
lie imploy'd thus to 'Win and make him(elf Mallei; 
of the Hearts of the People. He t· ke tq theill 
wi,h fo much Solidity and Strengt or ' Rea{o", 
thit fatisfy'd of his Integtity, they recoyer'd of the 
Fear witli which his great Parts bad {huc~ thein;, 
and pray'q him to in~ermeddle in the Affairs of 
the G~vernment; and to gi~e thein the Adv.ices he 
judg!d moLl conducive to the Good of the State. 

The firll he gave thtm was ttl 'Nild a n"'pl, i, 
thr Miift" thereby infinuating to them to culti
vate the Min~ and to live togetber in Concord 
Itnd good Unde~~anding under their chief Magi .. 
ftrate; like, the Mu{es; who are never at Variance 
~mongthemtelves, and who Jiving always in due 
SUbjection to ;Al,l/o, never interrupt the Harmony 
of their mutual Agreement~ He added. thilt thi 

C 'fofe/t_ 
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~rll/tjI RAmpArt AtA;nft... OpprelfHn - 7jrAIIIIJ ''W'" 
\ l,ht Vnion of the Citi:uns; . 

y The fecon,d Advice was, to pre[tr1Je 411 Eqllll~ 
1ft] Among themjil1l's; for Eqlllllit) "t'ller b~ets WAr; 
""d not to endeA1IO", to exceed their Neighbollr StAt'S ;11 
"II] thing.;xc'P' in Hfl1lrft] And JllftlCl: For~ faid he to 
'em,'Wllhollt'Ho.eft, ""II, ~'p;"g tlJ FII"h 'tis impoJ!ihl, 
~IIt All G01lernments 'WiiJ lit length b,'IIi,,'a: And 
'"ftic, ;s fo ne"Jr.,] thllt nothing CIIM l"bfifl long. 
'With,"t it, "lither in H'A1I"", n,r "pon EArth. 110' 
~II th, Shades b,Io'W. Thil iJ th' Re4joll 'Wh] The
mis, th, Go4defs of Jllfti", ;s flAtld 0" ,lICh Side 
flf th, Thro", of Jupiter; N emefis. or Yeng'Anc" 
th, Chi'f Minifter of Jllft;C', on 'Ilch Sia, of th, 
n"., of Pluto; _.,he LA,., ;n Cities ;s .11 th, 
Thro", of tp, Princes. And in th,SIMS of th, Mil. 
gijlrllteS: l"fomlloh thAt h, 'Who 1Ii,Lnes Jllft"" is 
gllill] lI"d comTtJits A" Offine, AgMn} th, G.d of 
He411'", IIglli"ft th, God of HIli. Anti. IIgllinft th, 
LIlW, 'Which iI th, ~t'n of the Ellrth, And t. 'Which 
nltn Princes IIM~ MAgiftrllt,s ollght to Iwe ;n SIIb. 
jeBio".' And concerning the Execution of J ufl:ice~ 
he told them, thllt th, J.dges 'Who wink.. A'- th, Of
fences of th, 'Wi'k.!d, .. r'mhr themft/1I's Accomplices 
(J.f their Crim,s, lind WOIIIJ hA1I' th, Good Iellrn t. 
become lik! th,m. 

. 'I The third Advice was, to b, fNu, per{Mllded thll' 
"4ther, clln b, .nolTellter Misfort"" thll1l Anarch]. 

'Tis impoffible for States to be happy witqout fome 
body to rule them; and when even the Laws of a 
City or a State fhould nQt be very good, "tis yet 
more advantageous t'o frick by them; than to change 
them for others; unJefs it be. by a general Confent, 
to fubmit themfelves to better. For adieu the WeI.' 
fare of a State .\1 hen the efrablifh~d Laws are neg
Jected, and everyone lives as he thinks fir, and be
comes his own Legiflator, Independancy being the 
Lou and Doilru.ction of Mell. .' . . 

:r~ 
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The fourthwas,lIot til "bNft the Ntt'!U of the Gods '. 
~J {weltr;ng, Itnd t~. behlt'lle . tJJemfll'lles /0 thAI no " 
Mltn might jllft'! refllfo tfJ. "elj~lIe them on thflT' IJllr~ " 
Words:' For, fald he, '#s ;mpOJlihle that It Cit] ·thtl' " 
htls thAI Replltlttill" fhollid not 6e alwais httpPljAnd ,', 
the Arb;trtlt,r of its Neighbollrs. '. 

He told them, that Ihe I!lIsbanrJ oilght to he ftljt~ 
fill I' the Wife, AnJ t~ Wife lojal to Ilje Hllsband; 
ad thAt there was .~thing more Hnillft~ nor mor~ 
Jilc!l, to "e Attended with grealer . M,s/ortllnis, Ih"a" 
t, &lIl1fO- FA1IJilies "J .AdNlter}, II) jiltroJllting .~ 
""ng ',m " forei,n Blood. • . , 

In general, he'recomniended T emper~nce td 'em; 
as the Virtue of eac~ Sex and of every Aqet and a~ 
the Qnly Preferver of the Endowments ot th~' Bo- I 

dy and of the Mind: And to extol this Virtue' he 
made them obferve from Hiftory the Horrors of 
the oppofire Vice' •. Into. what an AbJfs of Aiif'';' 
f;es, faid he to 'em, did the Intemperance of 011#, 
MtllI plllll!.e th, Greeks An. thi Trojans~. '.Tis hard. 
" flJ whICh of the two wert mojt wretched, thl 
YiCiors IIr the P4nquijh'd. j ..', . 

He exhorted them to bandh all Sloth and rdle.;, 
Ilefs, and to direff tJteir Aaions according to the 
Precepts of Virtue; and that too not fo. much for 
fear of the Law. as out of a Principle of Honour. : 

He explain'd to them what true Glory is, and 
gave 'em t~ know that the only way to acquire it, 
Was to be in reality ruch as they.defirtd to appear 
to be to others. .Advice, (aid he~ U A [.crea 
thEng, And }~u hA'lIe rell{on t, 'lIalue it:' But tti~ lI'oi 
f. [.cred ItS PrAift; for .Ad'llice relAtes only toMell~) 
MId PrAifo ;, the P,rtion of the a.ds, to whom alon; 
'!Ii peellliAriJ d"e. . if 1'" would iherefore ~6flr';;d 
"'~ft, JO. m.ft endea'llour to ri[em51e the Gods.. . 

He t:aught thelll that God alone is the Author' 
'fad Source of all Good. and that to fearch fQr it 

-tlfewhcrt thail in ~dd, was to fill into the Fony 1 . .• ., C a , : '\If 
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of thore PenQns, who in the Court of • great Prince. 
Otould neglelt the Maller to addrdS thellifelvcs 
only to his Officers. ' 

He repre(ented to 'em how they that make Inte
rell for-the chief Imployments in the Government, 
ought to imitate the Runners of Races in the pub
licI{ Games: And that as thefe lall reek not to do 
Mifchief to their Antagodifts. but only to ran 
better. and win the Prize; fo they that afpire at 
the highell offices, ought in no wife to hurt their 
ltivals, but endeavour to get the AdYaDtage o~er 
themt . by propofing and promoting fuch things as 
will moft conduce to the Advantage and Gooa of 
the People they would govern. . 

In Conclufion he thew'd them, t~t all the Diror
ders that reign'd in their City, wer~ to be imputed 
only to the ill Education they gave their Children. 
'There i.t ,,,thing,- laid he, more riai,"lols }Ina fl.Iifo 
tJJ.n whAt .p, FAthers a.: The] tAk! greAt CAr. -f -
,heir ChiltJr.II ill their InfAIIt]; bllt when thofi Chil
k", 'liter into the moft ;mpetllOlIs Ana boiling PAr' 
./ their Life, which u' the R",ae;:,v.IIs of the "".jI 
""gn:OIlS PAjJiOIlS, they MAlla.II 'em t.them[tlvet, 
An" IcAw them flu MA/lers of. their own C._El : 
Tet th,1I iJ the Time thl] ollght to rethllble thei,. 
UreJ, A" to A/'Point their ai/aren [IICh GfJ1Jernwl 
II1Ul MAfters, AS Ar, ,,,!able of ~'Ping them in Aw'. 
""a to hinder' them fr.m rlllming h,AtiI.ng '0 aA jb 
th,mfefv,s to pieces AgAi-nft the R.,1ci with which the] 
ATI [tm".lInti1d i. thiltl"'PeftllOlII OCtAn of Lif,. 

The Magiftrates were fo taken with his Dif. 
courre, ,that they not only gave him Leave, but 
even rotreated him to continue his InllrutHons in 
the Temples; to their Wives and their Chiltlren: 
They often went themfelves, . and all the· neighbou.· 
ring Towns fiockid likewife to hear him. . 

At lirft he met with great Obftades in the R.e
formation he intended to eftabliih. A whole Pee. 

piC; 

Digitized by Google 



-- P Y T HAG O,R A,S.- 2.1 

plc. cannot t~.rily ~e reclaipl'd at ODC~, and b~ht 
'over from LICeOtlOu(oefs to Regularity, and from 
Debaucheryaod Riot to Temperance and Frugali .. 
ty. But by his Perfeyerance and Patience he rur~ 
mounted all the DifficUltie!, which ferv'd ooly' to ' 
,mhance his Merit, and increafe the great Opini.o(l 
thc}' had conceiv'd of him. 
: Thus he cootinu'd his publick Inlmu~ioDs ~ 
JDOlefted, ~ndalways in the Teniple~~ t~fhe might 
,teach D~thlD8>out of the Eye of the DIvInity. aoel 
,to fbew. that 'God was the. Giver of Light and Un
.dcrllanding, the only Maller we opght to fOJJow. 
~ tbat from him alone we have aU thc LeffODi we 
undertake to teach. " , 
· Speaking to Children, he reprefeilted to' em, 7'h,u 
III/ling beillg the Age thllt WAS IIIIJft "I.r""II1e 10 GIIiI. 
"_ Which 1#;1 "eAl'J. to t"k! into hil more •• ,diMt 
,P1'oti'JiuII, ;, W~ II. re"[oIlA6Ie, Ih"..t thtl JI"-14.., 
.J'~1I1I1r tl prlfer'lle ;, 1I"atfit'd, """ to .AiJorll ;t ,.,~ , 
· A/J """'"". of Yirtllel. Th, GldS, raid he te '~J 
refllft Nothillg to 01R'. PrAlers, ' IIlId ill the times of gr~ / 

"Dr'lIrahls ud SC4T'it}~ the, grant td (JIlT Cri~,1M 
· RAi,,'. ud gre", Plelll]; em JO. ,hen "e fo illgr«e
f"~ 4S to refoft tbe Goas wh4t ,h,] re'l'l.ire ~f J(J.~ AId 
,w~,h tht] r,qMir~ not If JOII lIeitbir. ".e for JOIIT ." 
OWII GfIIiJ 1 . ". 

He il1fttuaed them oev~ to bogin Q..ilarrels,' 
and nev« to feek ltevenge. To thafe wik) 
· were ~e advanc'd in Age, he gave Precepts fait
able to their U ndedlanding: He tpld. them, far 
Example, that Hardfhips _ Dif!ic_u;eJ Clllltribllil 

. rIIR, " l'irtlfl; thltll EAfi lind PI'AfNTls; tbM the 
tl.rfW.Jinefs _ illflnjillililJ .f ,be Solll Me .141' .. ..,. 
,~ IHAth; tbM AU the PajJions of thl S,HI41'e ",.r, 
erllel 'hAIl 1jrlt.»ts, And the £II"';'S -t OIlT H"II!
fiefs j thM we ollj.ht to. . till ,.,. "ot!. A&1ions 'Wit_t 
".ocW";"g·the~ or 1'111. p',0m!illglhe", IIeffW'l-h4INI; 
IhM tbn, ;1 II,thmg • .,., dAnlero"s ,hAIl Vllft''-'fl : 

" ~3 ~ 
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-;:r~~per, "nd Fick!.en,ji i~ oNr W~] of Lifo ~ ,thill 
'gemper"n" is the Strength of the, :So1l4 it being the 
-Light of the Vnderftanding freed from the ro~e of tb. 
'P#Jions. ' " , 

To check and humble the Pride and Con6dence 
-that' exterior Advantages ~lmoO: always infpire, ~e 

. told ~hem, that BJcb~s are A 'lItJ) weai{;A»chor. (lila 

-~lorJ Jlt "wrAl~!n thAt Bea1lt} lind ~trlngth of B~ 
ay, Po/h, D~;tief' Allthorit] 'And ReplltMi,n :JlJm 

'Anchors too, 'IIlIt ",oft brittle And fAtthlefi. M'hich 
-t!~ ,hPl tbe',go~d ''A,mhors 1 Pietj,' Prlldence, M.g
'nAnimilJ IIna '~ttr"gl. Theft Are 'the AIIchors ,. 
'-Temptjt ca".looftn or IInmiJor: For filch is tile Lmv 
fll (jod, that, there jhollid be no trite Strength ;n',A1Ij 
~h~g b.t rirtlle, mid thAt All the rljf Jh~lIld be W~-
."ifi tlnd Mifery. . ;: ,': 
" The Inftruttions he gave. the Women we;e:n()t 
'ld's -Grave and 'W~ighty,rior lefs l\1'oving. ,To 
~ake t~em lay did.e' ~he ~gni~cence and Spl~dbr 
-they 0:1l1 obfe'rv'cl In thetr Sa~rIfices and OKerlngs, 
-where Vanity always 'Clairris a greater thare than 
Religion~ he' taught them to offer to the Gods no-, 
, thing bllt whAt they had ",aM with their O'»In HAlUis, 
~d cOlild Ia) ,on the AltArs witholl~ ihe AjfifltlllCe of 
tin] one: Fo,. Offerings ollght neither to lie lOch nor 
Noble, as if th'1 were the laft we '/Perl to offer. ' 

" He extended the like"Reformation to the Sacri .. 
fices the CrotoniAui perform'd for the Dead, with 

ti. Pr6fll~on fapat)!e' ~~ ruin t~e mqO: ~eal~hy :Fami~ 
les. .' ' -
, ' He recommended to Wives the Love of their. 
HusbandS, and to Husband$ the Love of their 
Wives, as ~ puty that included all the reft. He 
~eprefented to them, that this AffiOion WilS fo iNfo 
- fo ,"difPel/tlble, th~t their p"thers Aiid Motherl 
~n Ijj~ "",,[lIT; Jieltlea lip till their Rights, "lid c ... 
:(i.nted the] fhollid .b.o'; th"" ttlli'lle togethero He 
'p~~ to ~us~~s ~h~ Exa~plc -~f VIJJfts, ,,:~ 

. r!l~s lit 
. i 'J •.•• "'. 
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ufo" J IhI [",,,,,,,aIi? Calypfo Djfir'J hi"" on t'''' 
J;tim IN 'Wollid 11111. Penelope: ADd he fald. thAI n. 
P".f-, 'llm'1 fo [n"'1] 1"l!ijlla in H,/4 4S th, HII.f-
"MIlls thAt h4fi TIP' lW'a·'W,ll with th,ir ~ve.f, MIll 
the mws ,IbM h"d _I [if/a w,tt 'JPith Ih,ir Hllf-
"",,4S. . 

When 'ph.g,rAS had thus reform~d the Manners • 
of the Citizens, ·and recJaim'd them from the vile 
Dlforders in which they were phwg'd. he bethought . 
bimklf Of laying fome folid Foundatiq,ns of th~ 
\Vifdom he profelS'd,t and to efiablilh his Sea; to , 
die End the. Seeds of Virtue he had. already fow~ 
ill the Heans of his Hearers, beiDg maintain'd and 
cultivated by thofe that lhould fucceed him. mig~t. 
defcend from Age ,to Age, and always bear t4~. 
fame Fruits after his Deatb. 
. '.Tis DOt to be wODder'd at, that a Creud ofDifci~ 
pies o1fer'd themfelvcs to a Man. of whofe Wifdom 
they had .lreadyfeen ruch wondrous Elf«ts. They 
came to him from· Greecl and from Itlft,; but for 
fearof~uriDg the Treaf~ ofWiCaom into un
found and corruPt Vefi"els, he receiv'd not indi~ 
ferently all that prdtoted ihenifelves, but took time 
to try them; . for he had it often in his Mouth. 
Ih", tv", Sm of WtJod WIIS "" fit 10 IfIIIk! II Mer-
cury; that is, all Minds are Rot' alike Clpable 01; ,-
Knowledge.. . ,.' ./ I 

FirLl he conlider'd their Phyliognomy, . and fforn"'/ 
thence dr.ew probable Tokens of their Inclinations; 
he obferv'd their Difcourfe, their Laughter, their 
Gate; he inform· d himfelf of their Coaduct, of 
thar Trades and Occupations, and exam~n·d witl~ 
great Care to what they were moll addi8:ed. 
_ Tho' he found they had the requifite Di{poli~' 

tions, yet befOre he receiv·d them, he prov·d their' 
ConRancy by long Delays. If he had reafon to· 
be fatisfy'd with their Perfeverance, he adtqitted 
them into bY Noviceih~ which w" indeed very .. . ~ + fevere; 
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~vere; , (or he haq found ~~e Mefhed 'of ehe ED?
lilms Co wen groUnded and Co ~rtafonabtf; that he 

, refolv'd to' folloW' it, and impart his Doibi8e ,.0 
none but f!lclt ashe had try'd before by aU tlae~u
~Jrities he himfelf had gone through ~nd tad.nA. 
Thus '~e gave h!s Difciples the Rules of t~~ Eg11J 

• ';A. PrieRs. which feem to be the faQlt with thofe 
~ the J~/J Phil~"'~ho were cal'dEfo 
tltlllll. And there is no do. to be mad", hut the 
-'eligioul R.ec:lufes of the Primitin C~\lrcl. tooi: 
from thence all the dilftrcnt Probations the,- made 
ure of," to breed themfelves up in a Life fo perfteJ; 
~~ holy: Fbr ~he Chriftia~s .ad as much ~itle ... 
Ulutate the whoUOme Culloms of the Gentiles, .• ~. 
,the HJwn,;~ had to convert t& d~eir 0.0 afe ' the 

, Spoils. of ~he ElJltill"s. Nay, ,ve may eVen aBi~ 
fbat in fo doing the Chriflians did only re~e w~at 
Was their own: Por if we lOOk bad eo the 'firft 0. . 
rigine of thJ~ Rules. we filld t~~ the Gentiles Iiaci 
jaken them "o~ the N~'MlI~ and froin' the an": 
tient Patriarchs, that is fC> (ay, (rOB'J the yfry. Source 
~Truth. . .. ..: 
, Plth"t.wM at Brfl 'in~~~d hil pjfc:iples a &ve Ye~ 
Silence. during which chey were only to hear, 
without .daring to Raft the leaif: Q!!dHon. or pro
pore'the leaA Doubt. Thefe. five. Years of SiltDce 
were (ometiPles reduc'd to two, in behalf etf Hiott 
~e ibun" to have any exm.ordinary Quali6cation~. 
and excellent' natural Parts. ·While this Probation 

It 'AuIlS"I. Jafi:ed~' thefe Diftiples were caU'd ~ H,.rers; and 
-.6,. ' . 'IIh:n t~,. we~~ thought ~o I.e fuftici~lyi~iruB:~ , 

e~ In thls.fO dl'fficult a ~nce of l1ealIng and:be. 
ing Silent. they were per~tted,' and leave ..tas gi • 

. yen them ~o fpeak, to propofe their DouMs, a~ to 
~rite down what thoy heard; and then they were ' 

t Mete;,. caWd t InitiAt,d i" ,hI StU"CIS: But wht~ defcrves 
p."1,x.6,. ~r Obft.r~atiori,' fliom this' Silence they o~n pr~ 

f~~~ ~ ~FC~~' ffl!!e ~~ !~., t~3t; 
~:.-., ~ 

' .. 
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~ do from ScAook. . where the Dir~ 
OD~· Which. are always precipitated, preveDt KnOW'-
tedgt.. where 'tis pp-mittcd to cODlen aDd oppofe ' fI 

llafo~ and, where not ,to ykId to Truth is to . 
~1Iel" So true is it that SiJdte is, the ready ""1 
10 ~Dftruaion; aDd therefore S.Io",." fays iii . the . 
fJeacbcr, 'l11, W.,Js -J tl» HI ifi AT' ht." ;. Si~. verba Sa
LoD8 before llphAgor,s. KiDs N--. bowing the piCl!tium 
.idwntage of Silchc:e comnWaded the RonIMu 'par- !UdIUII~ , 

• .... . , , lD 6leotto. • 
.iaalarly to hGDour ODe of the Mufes. unclc:r tAe z,d. ,.1"-

. Name Of t~ 'I., M.p, [D_] thereby to re-' " 
commmend' Silence to *81, as tliC only merani to 
P- Doci~y JO the Sou)" and that can initiate it 
JD the Myieries otWifciom; and illdeecI, ,the 
Tongue ought to beODlf the IDftrDlftCDt of RedOn; 
tIfld our Reafon is form d only by the kicndS.- '., 
, Whoa P]t~",."s bad fet at Liberty the TonJllHl 
of his Difci~ lie gawe ,~ DOt leaye to fpeak 
without BoUnds and without' Meafure; .. _ he of. 

, ,~(aid 10 them, 1' .. -lit '~II IHlJ ,.,. PtMf, 
"", rill! ~/_~ 'JAIW!lbt_S~. C¥rAlJur 
,. ihrnJ " St •• , lit raJ.., tlJllll .. M/, Ir -ftJIfi 
Wira: AlI4f") tIOI_,"";. -J flW'Js; .,..., 
;" '!av.. . .'. '. . 

Others, as PorphyrilU, preeeod, aIld pclb.p. wit" 
more Reafoe, that tbef~ i1ro Sorts of Difciples were 
JJ.~ to we'the llxprdJion, ,two differat Claf£cs, 
~bere they covlcl rife from the lefs perfeCt JO that 
_c~ was mOfC perfett; b~1: that they were twO 
. fird Condi'rioas, accardin~ to the choice "thAg .. , 
~ mad~ of the' ~ffG'ent TiIaJu of his Difcipla; 
for auotbofewbom hetbo'ight.1»t ~' JO ~ 
JIIt~ ~tD tile Caufes and dte llearc.s of ~1Ie 
gave t~m only a pl"a and pa6., Pre.ept; TJIM 
lb-- this.. t~ .lhMt..t ti, ilHtI. 'And dule were _ 
Jhey w lto were caU· d f Harfr J. But iflle pe.-ceiv'd "!: AJr.ollrf. 
in,." • p~etra~ng Judgment, and a Genius capa- /t.OI~ , 

WI of .viag ao .~UU~a he let .. iato the ."'"::' .... ,,", ' .' ; . -- ". ,. '. ~. ~- Sc~ 

, ' 
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Secret of the RafOns, andexplain'd to them the 
Caufcs of whatever he taught them; andthcUwere 

It '* M46M- ali'd ¥. IlIitutld i" the Scime,s. He acknowkd!f4 
p&TllI.6,. thefe only for his trut Difdples. and capable to in

ftruet.odaerS. When he was ask'd the R.eafon of 
this Difference, he anfwer'd, he could not force N~ 
ture, and that in giving to the duller Sert the po
iitive Precept, and .to thofe of quider Apprehen .. 
fIonthe R.eafoa of the Precept, he did DO· Wrong 
to the arft: 'T'heJ 1ft, added he, i. ,hi fo"" c. •• 
Mi,,, 'With folt pwfltu, wb. Ji"J for. PhJfoi.",."J 
111 ... ' hI"fd ,f ,hei~ DifMfis, if 'hIJ-..p,w hi, 
:0,.." 'N' th, PhJftcMn i"l] pef&riIH, the g,."., 
,~ /tHIw IIIIJ,f. IPitho., 'xplAillu.g " his PAt"IIIS 
n" .Rufo.", of his Pre{&riptiMls. " 

"Fhe Dii:iples :having gone thlOugh the Probati;. 
on, 'were obJjg'd, . before .they were· admitted. to 
IN:ingalbhcir FortllDe.into the cornmon.Stock,wheio 
-ir:, was;fUt· into the Hands of Men choren on pur
,pDft. ad'all'd OEe,.."ujls, who manag'd it with 
fo'mudt 'Fidelity and C~ that when anyone 
~ame to retire from the Sooiety, he often carq:d .. 
WIJf\ wi,h:him more tbaa.he had brought in. 
. If anyone of the Difciple~, after bavinff led this 
·Lik for Tome time, .come to grow weary. of it, and 
·return'd· to his nrft Condition, all the others re~ 
prded him as a dead ferfon~ made his Obfequies, 
and rais·d. him a Tomb, to ibew, that if a Man. 
after· having enter'd into the Ways of Wifdom, 
turns afide and lOrfakes .them, ('tis, in vain for him 

. to believe himteJf living, he is d~d. And 'tis like. 
. ~ the Gr,e6kJ borro~'d this Notion from the,He. 
~""J, WIth wholli It was very. frequent. as we fee 
by. the Ezptefiioa of St. P."I, when {peaking of a 

t vivens Widow, who lives in. PJeafure, be fays. ' t • ~ 
,:mortua ' dMJ, tbt' jbI Ii". to ii, Me. . 
~~.Ir~d PJ'Dp·.uha~agreat.vaJue for¥~c:k; he.look'd 
, ~ It as fametbiaa hcav'nJy 4Dd div~, and Judg'd . .. . ic 
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P,Y'THAGORAS.' 
,it very neceffary to calm the Paffions of the:-50ut, 
'and t9 rooth and roften them. Hetherefbre made 
bis'Difcipl~ begin ,the'Day with MuU,k,~d ~ 
Difh it in like manner. . . ',L' ;-l 

Afier having \ thus fpent fome Minutes in the 
Meming, he led tbem abroad :to walk awhile in 
Come delightful Places, and that done, he went with 
th~m to the Temple; for he f\id, Ther'211I1S," ... 

t ,~billg mor, "tjM~l to the TrAllqllililJ of tl. &.4 
till. to go ellrl, i"the, Morllillg into CO"'P""j, A114 
1/Mllge tllles fllf ;111. the hll17'J '.f .Affllirs~ '" bJtb. 
"Hlp of MMfl'k..~ .f M,Jil4t~.","nd .f PrAJer,w. 
hII'lIe ,"I",' Ii ""d C.lflpos'd OM" M;"d~" IIIIIi mltf.ht· ia 

. • ... the StAte IllkiHAr1lJD"J~' thllt jj ",.ft --"l 
1I"_fl 2ll,f'thJ 'f Ma. .' .;' . : :. 
. When they came' from the Temple, they uS'd ~a 
'little Exercik for tlie fake of their Healtb,andthen 
'din'd on a tittle Bread and Honey.withoutWine; 
when Dinner was over, they'minded' the pu~lick. Or 
their private Affair's, '~vcry OQe .cc~rding to hjs I. 
ployment; and w.hen theyhad difpatch'd,their lJuli .. 
hers,' they took ,a',Walk as in. the Morni~. batlrd 

" themfel9'es, andfupp·4 before) Sun-fete TheirSu~ 
was generally fome Bread,roRle Herbs,a [mall Pittance I 
of the Vifrims of the Sacri6ce~ fehfom any Fith. 
and • little Wine. At the'cnd of the Meal, ·they 
made the Libation, ,which ·waf follow~d by rome 
good Lefrure, that the oldefr at the Table. asPre:.. 
ideot, made the- youngefrperform. The Letture, 
over, they made another Libation, and the Prefi
dent difmifs'd t~e.Affembly, giving them as a T as~ 
to meditate 00 fome Symbdl of their Mafrer. But. 
before we proceed any farthe;, ~twill be needful to 
~xplain what thefe Symbols of PJt'"gtlr.#,I arc. ' 

I have already told you, ,that the ElJpt;IIIIS were 
-v.ery referv' d in difcaver.ing the Secrets Of their Phi
lofophy ; they let .none into thofeMyfreries but 
~ei!~ie~~ ~l!d t~eir ~ing'; nay, ~en t~ofe King~ 

~ 
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.. mull beforc.hand have been admitted iaro tlJe . 
Order of PriefUl&od: Theybeliev·Q. this *a:ecJ 
lID be recolJUllj:Qdcd CO 'em by the EXaJOple 'of tbM 
Gods themfelves, who woUld neveJ;' be fe~ by 
Mortals,. _ thr~ the Obfcurity, of Shadows: For 
w. R.eafon there was at S~ ,a. Town of E~ a 
Statue of P.~ who was the '{arne as Ifo.,' with 
this' Inferiptioil.' I II1II ",hllllWr U, IMI /w", .r 
j/MIl. "'. atJ .. Mort.l hAS rwr ~,wlw." 'i' I. 
Yal "'* ftWI'JIIM$ to file .. -that the. Wifdoqa of 
God is iacomptehenGble,. and'alars f;<wu'd wRit 
a Neil To rc;commeDd this Secreq. t&e,EoI~ 
._ the Doon of their Tempw. plac'd'$ph;'"... 

" in Tokca that their Theol~ was, E.uiplatial, ... 
that to dive into it, 'twas.aecelf..-y to pi.erc.r:hro~ 
'th.e"Darbefs ad Shadows of TtmlS obfcur~-and 
lof ,F~es that'cooceafd it.' Tlws io the NCI£ff-,' 
(tty ~ Iq'undcr of. DOt divulging,their Myfte,p 
ties, ,t~ hid three &res of Styles, or Ways of 
c.pre~Dg their, Thoughts: The' Simple, .he H~ 
~lyPhiaJ, ,:aad the:' Symbolical.. In dae Sitlaple 
W; (po. plainly 'amj intelligibly, as iD ~lfton 
eo.erfation;. in. th~ Hieroglyphical the), con~,aJ'c1 
their "ThOllghts QOder cet~atn Images and Cbar~ 
c;rSj attd ift t~SymbQI~ they expJain'd thCJB by 
Aort Expreffions,. which under a Setlfe that W. 

I :pltiD aDd BDlple,' indu~ Ulodw,that "'8.bel-
b"gurativeo: "'. " ' , 

\. ~' HR •• ,., has fuUy e¥prei5~, the DifFercnc:e of 
~hefe! three Sorts of, Style;;. ,by thefc '~l!ee W 0J'd.s, 

Loquenr.'fi'''''--.J. lMl&'._:' aitd ft,-hilllo In the 6rB: :s fig-'they fpole witiaout any Cover 01 Difguife; i& the 
, . fecond tbeJ hid,their Meaning 'uftder Images aod 

Cha~aers.. .·'iu dla third they deGgn'd or fsg-
ni£'y'd; tltal! is' to fay, they gave Sip and Figures. 
0( what they inteaded to rea~; ~ this I¥\ ~ 
-'~er was the'Symbolical. . • 

,,' 
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PYTHAGORA'S~.. ", 
PJ,h"lWM borrow'd thefe three diiFereftt"wa}'l 

from the ElJptilUlS, in all the Infirua:ions he gave I 
For he fpoke limply and plainly, when ~ raid for 
Example, ,btl, '»Ib.t '»1M, [o'fltrAig.t] j.ft _ ra- . 
fl"lIbte ")lI1IS t. fACfific" And to'..".",: ' nA' tlu 'JIJi. 
fiJI of lilt iNlmAn things 'WAS P"Jfo~; ,Iu ftwft, 
H.",,"1; th, fIr",g,fi, go.d Snlje; the ~;fl, HAp
phlifs; thl ,,'"./1, ,ha, All. Men Ar, 'Wit:lt.!d.' 

He imitated the Hieroglyphick Style: For to cJ.. 
DOte and fignifie a God, the Creator of all Beings, 
he took fometimes th~ ~ttr,n • ., or Number of 
(our, fometinies the 1),nIl, or Number of one; and 
to denote Matter, or this vifible World, he took 
that of T'»I', !lS I 1hall explain hereafter. . 

Laftly. he imitated above aU the Symbolical 
Style, which having neither- the Obfcurity of Hi. 
croglyphicks, nor the ClearndS of ordinary· Die. 
courfe, he though1; very proper to inculcate the 
greatefi and mofi important Truths: For a Sym
&oJ, by its double Senfe, the proper and the figu
rative, teaches two things at once; and notliing 
pJeafes the Mind more than the double Image it 
reprefents to us at one View. Befides, as DI1III
"ills Ph,,/n-'IlS has obferv"d, a Symbol has much 
Gravity and Force, and in its Brevity is contain'd 
I Sting that tickles even while it pricks, and will 
DOt· ealily let us forget it. ' 
Thi~ was the Origine of Symbols, by Means . 

w~reof P,th"l.orlls taught his Doctrine without 
Ji'fl"'gillg it~ ana without hiJillg it~ that I may once Nee io;; 
more ure the Terms of Her«littU. 'lucus, nee 

:The main End an~ Defign of the Philofophy of fila~ 
PJth"l.fh"AS, was to dlfen~age and fet free the Mind gut 
from the Bands of the Body; I fay, the Mind, 
,without which 'tis impofiible to fee or learn any , 
thing; for, as he faid firft ,of any, "tis the Mind 
only that fees, and that hears, all, the refl being 
blind atld deaf. And becaafe he thought the Soul 

·ra 
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to be 1 C9iDpound :of two Parts that were created 

, together; of the Intelligent Par~ which he Call'(f 
, . M;"d. and of the C'.) Corporeal Part, which he 

1 caIl'dS.lIl. 1"",;"oMS Boa.]' ."d fobtil, Ch4riot of th, 
, So.t~ as I 111al1 exp~in hereafter, he taught to purge. 

1 alike there two Parts. The Wl of them by the 
~ Abftinences, Initiations~ Purifications and Sacrifices' 
he had been taught by the Eglpti411S and the ChAt-
tltllllS, and that Hn-lUtitllS caH'd M,dici",s; for he' 
believ'd this Part was thereby diflllgag'd from the 
Eands of Matter; and by its Purity render'd capa-, " 
ble of having fome Communication with the Gods: 

. And as to tne firH, that is, the Intelligent Part. he 
J>urg'd it by the KnollVledge of Truth. which coli .. 
flfl:S in knowing the things that are immaterial and 
eternal. To this purpofe he had Recourfe to Means 
that were Analogical to thofe he made ufe of, for 
the fobt;" ChAriot .f th, Si.l. There Means were , 
6rH the Mathematical Sciences, which anfwer'd to 
the Purifications, and to the Initiations; and next; 

.. Logick, which he re~arded as a thorough InfpeCti
on into the Object of thefe Sciences, that is to fay 
of Truth, and by confeqtience, as alone capable to 
perfeCt the Deliverance of the Soul. Thus he be .. 
gun by the Marhematical Sciences, becaufe they 
holding the middle Place between the Corporeal 
and Incorporeal Beings, alone can free the Mind. 
from' fenfible things, and incline it to the Study of 
the Beings that are Spiritual. And this was the 
Reafon why he had chiefly Recourfe, to NUJnbersJ 
for not being able to explain intelligibly enough by 
Argument and Reafon. what the firH Principles are, 
he gave clear Proofs of them by Numbers. Thus 

ta 

(a) ThIJ imflzi,.' tl t..his C,'1tW,.z P II" '/J 6, II Spirit""l sJ' .. 
)lIne" 1I"IiJ If II V"'J I""til, ,Mlltttr. ,compflr'll " th, UnJ'rfl",;
Jilll, tl,1n MiN, it,,/U B'tl]; ,.". ""'IM'1l fIJ ,. ',"ljiriIJ 
iIJ •• i; .",/IS Spirit. . 
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to ~ it be underftood what' he 'meant 'by,the 
Unity, the Identity, the Equality. the Stability 
of the firO: Principle Vi ruch is the Caufe of ,the 
Creation'. of the URion. of th~ Sympathy. and of 
the, Prefervation. of this Univerfe. he call'd this 
firft Principle One, or VnitJ. And to explain the 

, Diverfity, the Inequality. the Divifibility, and 
the continual Changes of ,what is never the fame, 
Ror in the fame Condition, that is to fay, of Mat
ter, he call'd this Matter Two: For fuch is the 

,Nature of that Number in particular things. that 
'it feparates and divides them. And 'tis very likely 
this was all the Myllery PJthAgorasbeliev'd,to be 
in Numbers; he imploy'd them as Types or Signs, 
and Dot in the leaft as Caufes or Principles: Bue 
after him. his Difciples introduc'd into }JisDoctrine 
a Myftery he never believ'd~ and this it was that 
drew upon them the Cenfure of ~riftotJe. who faJls 
foul on their Opinions, in the twelfth Book of his 
Metaphyficks. ' 

If PJthagorM had acknowled~dany' {uch great ' 
Virtue to l1ave been in Numbers, 'tis impoffiole to . 
believe but we thould fee fome Mark of it, either in . 
the Symbols or in the other Precepts he left behind 
him, and t~1.at are remaining among us to this D.y: 
Where all we find of this. Matter feeves onll to 
prove. that he~ook thefe Numbers only as ~lgn~" 
,by reafon of the Relation and Agreement they l1ave 
to one another, and pt the natural Properties he 01>
{erv'd in them. His firft Difcip!es follow'd his Do
thine without corrupting it with vain and, frivo
lous Imaginations. But .fee here my Conjectures 
on this Affair. ' 

They who had been in EgJpt before' P}thag.rlll,. 
li'11Jal,s, Solollt arydothers. did indeed .liring back 
into Greece fome Knowledge of the true God; but 
they always attribUted to their own Gods all they 
had learnt of this lirfr Being. PJthitgorM was the 
,. .' M.a., 
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Man~ who ~ing more fully iriftruB:ed thab tby 
before· him, fidf brought thitber the true Name· 
of God, with the Knowledge of all tbe Force. and 
Virhle 9f this holy Name, w~ch he communica..l 
ted to his Difciplesunder the Name of fJ....lllllmli .. 

. frXI'TfClt· Oil, or N.",bw of Foil¥': F~r the JI. fl.!!."tn',u.II of . .,.9-. PJth~.r:"s is only the inutte"rable Name, or the" ~ 
he""" of tbe Hebrews. TbiS'PhiJofopher, having 
leamtthis great Name, either in the...Books of M .. 
fis. or in converfing with the Jews, and feeing that 
in Hebrew it confiLled exaa:ly of four Letters~ 
tranilated it into his Language by the Number of
Foil¥': And in proof of this Truth~ we 6nd tha.t 
he gave the true Explication of this Word; IS 
he tiad been taught ir, and as LJfo, the particular 
Friend of tbis Philofopher. and his 6ril: Difciplt; 

,has tranfinitted it down to us in the golden Verfes i 
For this Author explains it very properly·in giving 
the Name of Fo;,r to the S,.,." _/ N"""e th", 
perpn""',! roDs "lolll: Which is no more than an 
Explication of the Word Y,hWAh, which lignifies 
properlYt th, SOllret of All thAt hili r"liit/J II B,illg. 
'Twas enough that PJthaglrAS gave a titde into the 
Myil:ery of Nllmbers, to furnifu a fair Occafion of 
advancing there- aLlonifuing chimzrais 1>f a Fo",,; 
that had produc'd all Things by a Power inherent· 
in that Number. But they were only the Succee. 
fors of thefe 6rll: Difciples, who fe,llnto thefe Vi.. . 
fions. Moll: of the things of this World,. the far
ther they are remov'd from their Origine~ the far~ 
cher likewife they depart from their 6rll: Simplici": 
cy, as ~Streams take t,he .Colour, and <l!talities of 
the Sods through which theyghde: ' . 

There are two other Reafons to conn,rm this Ool 
pinion. The 6rrt is, that' Ari.flotle, wh:n he ar
gues againll: this faJfe Notion of Numbers, ihlli -
tw, arl Jh, Pri1'lCiplt tlf things, always imputes it, 

\ - oot 
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hot to PJthllf'rtil, but to thelphllgore."l.~ (a) Tb,: 
Pythagoreans, fa),s]re, mtlk! ill tbillgs pr~CleJ fr"",· 
Nilmbirs." And after him Cicero: (b) The PythaA 

gorea~s hold thllt IlLl thillgs ,,,me frOM NNmber4 
/III'rJ fr.", the Elemellts"f Mllthematick.!. They fayi 
the PJtlNlg.reMs~ becaufe in truth this Opinion ow·t! 
its Birth 'only to the Difciples that fucceeded ~hofe 

. whom PJthllg.rlls had inftructed. Thus Ar';.ftotlt 
ill another Place, fPeaking of this Do.ctrine. rays, . 
.. 10m: PJth~g.rellllS. which pro\'es they wefe not ~l .IIII9tt.}~ 
of the fame Opinion. ,'. . 'f~GlI' TI-

The fecond Rearon iss becaufe Socrllft! and pu,. C~'l :bet' 
t._ whom. we ought to look on as the Difciples ot oe,O·3· , 
PJthllgorM. and who extpl fo .high the Science. of _ . 
Numbers, acknowledge not any generative. Virtue -: . 
in th~m,Qut o~ly i~afmuch ~s they are very proper -:. 
to rufe t4e Mtnd to the Knowledge of 'truth; by 
their natural Property_ and by the Affinity they hav~. 
to one another. the KJunuledge of the Jirft N.N.,ber, II! 
.the 'Ullil], fays Sqcram in die feventh Book ~f his Re:-
publick, ; S 0111 "f the things that raifl ,h, Mitul, IlIlJ 

thll' .bJ diJillgllgifJg itfr."m fmji/lle thUigl, ltds it t" thi 
, ConllmpI6ti"n, of thN whith· ttNIJii • . , And I make 

not the leaft DQ11bt, but this IS all the Myllery 
we need inquire 'after in. the Cerettloniest - and 'ira 
~he 1'1JellrgieS: or Divine Operatio~si. mentionjd by r 

ProclNs,and. wh~re.in Numbers w,ere made ufe of 
onll for having aloDe'the Power' of atting in ave:' 
ry fingular ~an~er. and for that by th.e help ~.t 
t~em; .'the. greaten and moft: ine1f~ble thmg~ were 
effected., . " . 
, rne Prereni: 'PJthllgtWM ,made. his t)i(ciples itt 
~ea~hiDg theni the 'Name of the true God. and'h~i.1 

D " t·c 

• ;; I ( ;.) '."" .,. w t . 1 .. , ... , . s· n •• • t? 1 t" ..." 
' ..... 1 .' • 

. , 

Digitized by Google . 



34 . 
-

"The' L I ·F E of .. 
theViNue, of that N'ame~ appeat'd ~9 wdnder£Ul a. 
thing". and was receiv'd,.by them W\m fuch Senti· 
mentS of Gratitude and Refpect, that they made 
~o Difficulty to (wear by him whQ had taught 
~hem fo great and fo important a Tr~th. 'I:he In
terpreter of this Auguf\: Name {eem'd to them'to 
deferve a Divine Honour; which is a certain Proof, 
~hat the Truths ~hich flow'd from the Knowkdge 
of this Name" were more luminous and enlight
ning chan all that had hitherto been brought lOte 
Grtect. , ' 

, .. I wi1J~ in the next Place, give a general Ideil of 
, the 'The~~ogy of P,thAgor4l, which is all grounded 

on the Knowledge of that. Name.. 
:Fb, Tht... H~ conceiv'd that God hayinG created all things, l' tlf P1- muff of neceIDty have been before alJ thi!lgs,. and 
t IJOfts. by confequence only and alone':. But feeing it was 

impofiible that God in' the Creation ihould, not 
·gi\l'e fome Image of himfelf, he taught, that he 
lirf! o( all created" the Immortal Gocls~ intirely like 
to himfelf, and as it were the immutable anct un·" 
corruptible Images' of the firf\: Caufe who had cre
ated them. In a Ranll next beneath there. he a£
knowledg'd Subnan~es lefs perrea, whom he ~all'd", 
D,,,,ons~ and. Her,es, full of Goodnefs and. of 
Light; that.is'to fay, the Angels~ and the other 

. bldfed Spirits: : He con~der'd them as Images par
taking in a middling Degree of this firf\: Bei~g, ~e 
plaed them iD different Spheres, and taught that 
they 1houIdbehonour'd according to the 9rder 
and Rank that the Law, which is nothing but th~ 
Will· of the nther, had given them:; That is to 
fay, he would have the Wodhip that was paid. 
'dl~inl .proporiion·d ·to their Dignity, by rendring 
the chief ~()nours to the Gods, and the {eoond to 
~e, AngelS', . withom ever confounding them: Arid . 
what is very obfervlblt',he taught, that the Ho
lOUr ~d Worlhip (hat was givCll'the Angels ,ouiht 
, ':. .' - 1& . : ." ~ . . - . 
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to redound to God alone. and end in him. who 
'Was ·their. Creator., ' 

Beneath thefe, HeroeS or Angels, he plac'd the 
SoWs of Men" which he caUod with reafon the laft 
01; loweft of rational Subftal~s, as he c:aU'd tho 
Angels the middle Subfiances; plac'd between the 
fmmortal Gods and the Souls of Men, to unite 
the Souls to the. Sons of God, and through them . ' 
to·God himfelf. . From· hence he drew two Con.. . 
fequences, which feem to deferve our moLl feriotl.t: '. .' 
CooGdetatiOn. .The. firft was, that ,when ·the Souls . :, ,;. 
ofMeD had in this WQrld divefted th~felves of ' ' 
aU .carnal 'AffeCtions, and had adorn'd and height.' , .. 
en'd their Nature by in Union with God. the,. 

• became worthy of the RefpeB: and Ho~e oE' 
other Men; for every Man who loves and hOuoUl'l 
God, ought likewife to love and honour all that 
refembles him. But in regulating this Worfbip, h~ 

" order'd and limited it, as' we fuall fee in the Com .. 
memtaries of HiITodts. ,~ 
. 'the' fecond Conrequence, which is no lefs re-o 
markable'than the former. is, that the Souls oE 
Men being the laO: of all rational Subftances,wero 
Iikewife tlie laftto.which Men might extend ~heir 
Worlhip; and that therefore we o1lght not ~' ho
nour any Nature inferior to tha~ of Man. A Prin .. 
ciplc, that deftroys at once all the Reli,zions of the' 
Heathens, efpecially thofe of EDpt, ·the Mother 
of Idolatry. and:,lbat had transferr'd to the Figures, 
of Birds, of fou,r-footed Bealls., and of Serpents,· 
the' Honour that is alone due to the Incorruptible ~ 
God. . . " . 
• , PJthAgorAS conceiv'd nothing tQ be immaterial' 

IDd incorporeal but the 6rftBeing, which he £d., , 
Iod a Spirit. that penetratedjnto ill the P~rts. o£ .• 
the Univerfe,. and that warm'd, animated and mov"d 
alLNatUre by its Prefence. All the other Spirits, ~j , 

as yell. the Inunortal. Gods. as the n,mons, he .. 
- . D ~ '.. - , held 
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held were doath'd with\a luminous Body. tsYen ' 
the Stars, whom he likewife ~l'd Gods. To .... 
flea: oowhai: he raid after die EfJptiAII' and the 

, ChMtUAIIS, that GIIi hAS the L;ght for BdIi,. ... ,_ 
Tr.ih [Ir Solli,. it may be believ'd. tholt he, Kave 
lilewife a Body to the firft Being; but thiS is ~ 
'figurative ExprelIion, and perhaps taken (rom theft:.,.-

A~b Words of DA'Uia; Lord, t~I. II,t cloAth'. Wlith .LigJn., 
~m;ce:: 41 'With. RAiment; ,and elfewhcrc, Sad·MI tbJ 
~ Pf. :Light ""a thI rr.th. '. \. , . ' ", 
I03"~' :' 'TIS certain, .p]th.gorAs taught, .t.t. this 6rft 
EmitteLu-Beiog was neither paffible, nor exp'os~d to the Sea. 
:Uv: fes, b~t in~ifible,~ incorrupti~le and inttQigible: 
'1Cm taam. t:le t~refdre' forbId to place In the TemplQS aT, 
fO, ;. };igure of God, either call or painted, bel.eying If .. 

110 lefs than a SaC:rileg~ to "reprefent by· toteftiW 
lnd perifltable things that whiCh is EteriJiI."and' Di. . 
me. -Tis eafie to fee that p]thAgWII' took this 
Inhibition from the Books of . the Ibbriws:' And 

\ 

.. 'tis furpri%ing ~n.o~gh to reflc&.. thlt 'even, in the. 
, Age 'of Idolatry, and when'. the Idols of the faIfe 
~ds were,.f~en ,everywhere in the !~m~les,.and 
In theCeremomcs of the PAg~" &eligi<?n~, a PA
ZAII Philofopber fltould openly condemn that Do-
etrine, and teach the Truth. ' 
, .He held that the Air was fLilI. of the Spirits he; 

·call'd Demons and Heroes, whom he 'regarded 1$ 

the Miriifters of the SupreamGod, 'and {aiH. It 
was ,thefe Spir,its or Genii" diat fbt to, Men,' na1 
even to Animals, their Dreams,; tFieir. Di(ea{esj.'iIia, 
their Health;' and that it was to ,thenf 'Jikewifc! that: ' . 
the Purifications, Expiations. Divinations and 0-' 
ther Ceremoniu were di('eaea, and that' they ; en· 

/ . ' dea in them. ,This Opinion' he had takm frOme 
• the Eg,ptillni and from the ~IJIII1II, who, 'belding, 
Jlothin~ to be 'immaterial and' irico..poreal hut _the 
'ra Being, ind afcribing Bodies to the other Gods .. 

. and-to the Angels, were fallen into the Err'or~ of ; 
believing .' 
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. believing thatthefe Corporeal Effences alone Ktect 
on Men and on Animals. and that the .Inctnfe and 
other Steams of the Sacrific~, toremer with the 
all ~ things, that were us'd in the Puri6cati. 
ODS ,and in the Initiations, could not approach the 
one God, the'Father and Creator. of all things, who 
_as- impaSible and i~utable: But. that by venue 
ef the Divine Operation, wruth they caU'd Tht'"~ 
they might aff'elt the Corporeal GOds. . Thus you 
fee tile FouodatioD of the publick and particolar 
Puri6catiODl and Expi_nops that PJlhllf.(JrlU ~ra-' 
ilis'd; the publidc,tGpuli&e the Towns, to chafe ' 
.. way,me Ills, 'mat :afBi&ed, and to pr.event thofe. 
.aat tbreatCb'd them;:- _ the partiCQ.Iar. to deli
yell me Soul, and'to purge it from the Pollutions .. 
and, Sains, it had CODtraded tlupu~ t~c: Contagi .. 
en. of the &.ely. 'Tis pretended'that by ther. 
pUbJick Puri&cations he dtlivcr'd L4~t_"" from 
the Plague, ~which that Town was very fubjclt •.. 

He Dew this great '!ruth. that G~ being 
the, very Effeoce of GOoc:fnejS. and thIS Goocf
netS being the, fole Casfe .of the Creation of all 
Beings, he created every thing .in . the Sute and 
Condition that was be-ft for each of them: From 
whence he drew there COfl(equenCes;that God· 
could .not be the 'Author of E vi4'and tnat he re
warded a.c Good, and puniilitd the Wicked. But' 
in regard to thefe Puniihmentshe . taught a faffe 

. Do&rine; . for he believ'd'the T onnents of the 0- ' 

f ther Lifc_ pot to he eteroal~ and. that they were on
ly . ., ~,m~r.ry Puniiliment or Corredion, to heal 
t.Ite 1 Souls, apd to render them worthy of retumiiJg 
.lite.'Place 'of:their Origine, after thc:y . had reco
yer"d; their lirA 'uFitr,. . ' , . . . 

. : !M. Th,o~h-ts Of the Crtarion: ~ere very fuJ,
I_~jl ancUusldea .th~rciof very worthy of the Ma
jdYy to), Cod :~ :F.or .ha,fildJ" bleicwas the: Tlaought 
~tj. .-,God lDd;his: Wjll .• &&t>W crCitcd,the U
'j) . ~ ~ " . 'aiva1cj 
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. ~rfe; which'is as milch as to faj; that f<?r ,God 
tJI we • .". is to 'hii'll{. And tq wili) : .'lInd that' all. that 
." been •. has been by ·the tOle: Determination of 
hb Will and ofMs Thought:· Whkh ~mirably: 
1lell ~xplains ~he Sublimity:of this Expreaion Of, 
NDfif: God.foid. Let there? he Light, AfIfi.. lhere . 
~AS Light; for 'God '{AU" :is nothirig elfe but: G,II 
t.ko"l.hr, God 'WfJ.1d hAve it 'fl. Every thing ha .. 
. {len:d ~o appear and obey his Will and his Thought,: 
V a' yivifymg .CQmmand, thai ~ that. which j~ 
DQt, as that 'II ruch is. . . i: . ' : 

~Pfi:erecy. " .jIt Cim~writcJ, that Pher'c1iel 'was the firll'w-bc> 
de~ Syr~s f~jd that the ~oul was immortal. '·htlmeans the Urfl:: r:ku:ni. of the Grllk... Philofopb~rs; {pr. this Opinion was 
mo,homi.eflablifu'd among .the q,p';AIIS.lon~ ,before, hiS' 
~um. e1fe Days. PJtbA""M~. after ne . had r.ecelV d tae . full 
femPlte~. TinB:ure of thi~ Belief in,tbe SchOol 'of hi~ Ma'!'; 

. ·~~~zft.l,ter Ph"...,s,. WCftt.ioto. EDPt, where he was ful4 
c. 196.:::> Iy coiifirm:'-d. in. it: .. But while he :embrac:~ the D~ 

arine., he, embraC?d likewife-the EtaOrs ~it~ which. 
the IliJP.f#4"'s had almoft wholly d~orm,d ·JtJ and 
whereat long,befote th.e nays ofp,,&rgmf.t:({onte· 
'ootftepr.might~be,feen in',rbe,.Yer(es of 8 •• ; , 
1'(·ho had been lifiting in th~ fill)e Waters. '. ' 
.:, This Opinion of PJth~gorAS: and of the E"p~ 
'IiMU, concerning ~e Nature [of.the Sou),. defetve~ 
to ~ explain'd at 'large; fQr 'tis gt:nerally taken. Y.C~ 
ry': ,vrong, ~nd it mly!~e.for the UnderftlDding. 
of tbe. Antlents, efpecIIUy of H,.,er tad Jl:irgiJ-. 
both of whom btld'the fame:DOClrine. . . . . i '." ;., • 
; They who haw' written .the . Life of Pyt.~: 
~nd rdated Ilis. Qpioion~,. have not given "',''Ii fuJI, 
Accoun~ o( them cODcetliiftg the ·Nature· -of ~ 
Soul. We'muG thertfore ha.ve.llecourC'e for hit.: 
Thoughts upon thatSulS'.rett:ro·mc Writings of his 
Difciples; . aDd'~no Man has tpOken of them more . 
~t large than 7'1 • .., of LD&riJ, whom PI"" ,.has 
~' ... Thcrt .. wc fee that he-.CDlIcciv'4:th. Soul-'.. '.'. : .".. .. of 
• I, • • "; 
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'Of Man to ,be of the fame Nature with that of the 
Univcrfe.l and' with that of the Demons or Heroes 
that is, to fay, of the Angels~ but fomething lefs 
perfcCl; and that he taught. that of the RemailJS 
bf this ·Univerfal Soul, which was a CompouRd of 

,the Spir~tual· Subilancf', that he call'd 'UJnJtr/llDld .. 
ing, tlnd MmJ, IQd of the !four E.lements. that i, . 
to fay, I Compo~nd df the !.",:, and of the .ther, 
God had form'dall the Souls that are ~xiftent. A.:. 
.,.iftot/~ -therefore fays' not without Reafon, that 
PutD ,in the Ti1llttllS inakes ,the Soul tb be of the foUl" 
£Iemerits, that is to :.fay, - of the Quinteffence 6f 
them, 'to which he has added ~he Mind; the fpiri
nul and intelligent PaTt. But thl'S Tenet of PJth~ 
gWIls, • was not a' new Tenet of his own finding out, 
but the antient ,D08:rine he had found fully efta.; 
blith'~ among the ElJptittns, , of wh?~ Ih.tr ~ci 
learnt It. PJth~gorAs only corretCed It In One POlOr: 
Let 'tis now fee what this ,antien~ Theoiagy w~s; ~ , 
, T.fte ElJPf;","' and, the antient Grl'k! imagirfd'/ 

~hetSouJ.to bea Compound of UOdCtRandi~aD 
of Soul, created together.' They gave the 'Name 
of So.1, -and of ihf ChAriot of the So.1 to tlut 'Ae 
and fOOtile Body.' w,ith which the Underftanding' 
'Was c1c5ath'd. They taught that this fubt.ile BOdy,! 
this Chariot .. 'Was furnHh'd by the'MooD, aQd tRc' 
Underfranding by ~he !Sun; which, Opinion PJth ... 
tn-AI afterwaras ~xprefs'd 'in thefe Terms. "ThAt ,1# 
51111 ~ t.ten fr0711 t~ Hot ""d Cold ,v.Ethtr. ~~. 
they imagin'd'that this Soul coming to animate :a, 

terreflrial Body, moulded it felf on the ~orm of 
that Body" ,as the melted Oar takes the ,FIgure 01 
the Mould in which it is caft, and that is liWd with 
it. ,. That after Death. or the Separation ot~hi,s~oul 
and this· terreftrial BQdy, the S.uT intire,' that :is to 
fay, the Underftaniing and its fu~ile Chariot, fl~w • 
away to. beneath the Moon; mat' the Soul which 
had livid ill, remain'd in the Gulph ,aU'd/ll".,,,, "net 

D 1- ' tbe 
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I~e Fiel4 'fProf~iae, ... here: it un~r,vent the ~s 
it had deterv"d for its Sins. and purg"d i~ {elf fro~ 
all ~he Impurities it had contraac.d ,by' its U DiolJ ' 
with the Body; and th~ Soul t~a~, ,hid liv~~ well, 
'wen~ to an Aboc,i~ above the Moon. That there 
at length,a:j{e~9nd Dead~ hfppen'd, t,hat is, to faYt 

• che Sq>~tion of ~he U ndqftanding, and of di~ 
Soul, Qf, {ubtile Chariot; , that the Underftanding 
reunited it {elf to dle Sun, and ,t!te Soul or fubtile 
. Chariot ~Q1aine4 above ~hc; Moqn, where were m.~ 
EIJ/iMI Fiel"" and there retain~d the Figure of th~ 
Body it had ..... iJpated~ inft?lDuc~ th,at' i~ was,~, 
trUe Imag~', Qf that Body;. for \\rhich reafon ~ 
qre,~ caU"d it 14P~ aDd ~he (.Atms, [,./lK'. H., 
~"" fpeaking of the . Sha~ that are ~n H~l, ab 
ways calls them without diftinaion ~lflf. """ Ia~IsJ 
~t is to fay.~ I,./lges. But this-grea~ Poet has DO 

wliere fo plainly explain"d thi~ Theol~y u'jnthe 
eleventh.Book, of the OdJffu, where VIyJfos, fpeak.-

, j'ng of what .lte. had feen inJ:I¢lJ, fays, (II) Aftp-Si. 
fyphus I pwtMbl ,b, ai."i. Hercules. : thAI is t.1~, '* /1IMgl,: for, AJfor hi"" h, is '1II.ith the I_or"" 
(i.Js, IUId llJ!ifts lit their Feft,'1I4Is.. For h.,tha~ 
is to fay, his 'tJ""'"flilmii"g,,~m.oft divine Parto£ 
hts Soul: and his la"~ that is to fay, ~he lumin~. 
Part of tpc Soul,the 6n~ .~d fubtil~. Bodywith 
which the Underftaridii1g WlJS c1oath'd. ' f'ir!il 
makri DUl", fpeak IFcording'~o this antient Th~ 
gi, which was alone receiy~d in'tbofe Days, ~cn' 
4Je fays; '.. . ,: 1 

~t ~ -l~ ~,;,fo~ f~"f ;1U11~~. 

( ¥) 
------~~--------------------(.) 'on;,,~ '~i~' .wU'"1r1t ~Hm ·He5t~w. 

~l.'"IIA.,~irJ1(Ti ,N 1''''' "'""t4&'f'i Wi" 
1'~'" i, e.cAt" 
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. -Ai} I"'~gt, thl iIItir, IlII4g, of this ,e"rthl, BmI], 
H going Utto Htll. We fee. ~hy file .caPs this 1-
.JIlage, ""«"~' gr,." ;lIt;re~ becaufe It W~$ of the 
be Si~e and; Make· with the Body. . 

'.' PJth.g,,.., follow'd this very ~oCl:rine,. e.xcept
ins the Tenet of the fecond Death,. which was 
~us' d by. the Se,Paration of the U nderfiand;ng and 
of tbe Soul •. or fubtile Chariot of the Soul: For ho 
held that thefe two P!lrts being bqrn together. 'w~e 
infeparable.; that ther.e.wasbut one only Death which 
feparated the" Soul and the:. mortal B~y, and tAli: 
the Under~a~di~g, adhering always to its. ~~iOc, 
fCtum'd to its Star.. . . , . . . 
. ' l'irgil ~as very well expre~'d this Retum.of the 
Souls into the Stars whence they were de{ccnded, 
1rhen he Ii}'s in the fourth .~ of his G',,-gi&It~ : 

. • . Ntc IIIort; tffi ~,c""" . 
Sed tU". 'Uot.r, " . ' 

. SitU,.iI ill Nil."''''''' 

ner, ;~ .. o,he,._D,,,,h; Inn .n thefl, B,i,«s re,.,." 
ft!1I of Lift t. th, St.",h",: ~ tlg,thir " ~".. 
Jerjil(H4,.III.",. Let us.t,a~ nqtice. by ~he way, 
that. thefe Words $iJeris ;11 """",. do IlQt 6gDi~ 
fie ;11 1110. /iJ,r... AI Stifrl ~ For that was in DO 

"fIire the. Opinic:>D of PJtbC"'1U i but in .jiJn: • ... 
fIIer,fo, lnto the Stars that '~e a. HarmoJlY; fOJ: 
f}thilgorAl {poke much 9f the; ~u6ck of the Stars 
.nd of the Heavens: Nay,:,he-ev.en'boaaed he ~<l 
~eard it. .. . " 

ThU$ you f~-the famops Di~iGoQ,thattb~E'; ! 
DIt.iIlll~J and after them the PJth,«ort~s, made. of • 
'Man- into three Parts, ! ~hat, IS ~o fay, Ih' V...... ! 

jlllllliillg, th. SOIIl, ad ,~ttrr~ftr;AlIUUlIPU"u~~~ 
"'risnot likely; that Men of{o'gQOd se»rc: ~ 
have· of th~feJv~s fo e~trav,~D:t an qpi~iQn; : QU.~ 
fhg ~u.~J\~C, ~~~ ,It. ~~:l~m~. ~~h. td~Y..' . . ., un cr-

\ '. 
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. undei'floOd amifs". and that gave occa6on to this 
Errett. "{ will tell y~u' my Thoughts of the Mat~ 
't'er. The'antie~ Theology of the ·H,~s fpoke 
of Man as compets'cl of there three Things, Mells; 

-A,,;~ t!J' Cor,tu; the Mill.,. 'the S,1Il And"he Bo." 
as we >fee in the holy' Scripture. Now 'there PIiFo 

·19fop.hers, not taking arigh.t the Senfe of this Divi!. 
-iiart, : invented upon this the three fdPowing Parts. 

, the Underftanding, as the-fpiritual ~ar:t of tile Soul;' 
the Soul, or the Chariot of me Soul, as the fine and 

,{ubtile Body, with ,which the Underftanding was 
..doath·d; . and the terreGrialBody, .as animatCdby 

, 'the Soul~ that is to fay, by the {libtile'Body_ ,'TIt 
tiH;refOre mGn likely, that from the fpiritUaJ S6ul. 
GntJ from tbe fen6tive or animal SouJ, , the), made 
diis'COInpofitiQn -of' U nderftanding' and' of Soul'; 
that they believ'd the U ndesftanding to be the Judge 
of fpiritual Thing!, 'and the Soul of ~nfibte "hings. 
The following GomparirQn will perhaps render this 
NotioA of PJthAgoTAsmo're intelligible.' D4dlllill 
had made a wOQa~n Im~e of 1111I1S, that _ walk'd, . 
d'\mov~d . about 'by' tile help of Mercury with 
... tHeft, b~ had lilr.d it. 'Let us fupP.b~e .the Wood
t~ .~ the terrellrlal and mortal Bodj;' -t1ie'Mercury 
tlnt,1otms and m~ulds its '{elf on the BOdy it 611s, 
alid·th~reby becomestfldmage'bf it~ to be. theSouJ~ _ 
Oi'the-'fimtile Chariot of the S6ul, whith by the 
iRiO:inte of die Spiritsgives Life arid. Modon to the 
whole Machine. I Let us but add to there two Pans 

. iIkL Uhderftanding or the Mind, the 'Piritual antt 
i~ten~ent .Soul, and we have tb~ M~ .intire~ (adt 
as ,,,hJlWAS Ind, the' ,EQpti.IIJ concelv·d him t~ 
~.:.:--~';n .. ,' '\ ~ . . 

-', ·T-fle tbbbins, \ \film hi themfetveS'ate JriIit(uI ~ 
1fOU~,jn eXtraordinary -Imaginations, have -appro-, 
;n~ted this to their owh {elves: For'they raid juft. 
ih1Iikt"manner, that the Soul was' ddatli'd with·( 
~ild'Body, whldithey' caIrd, not ,w·Ch.ri" (Ji 
-L .: ,b. 
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thI . SMI. with P,th",.,.III, 'but the reJil Df fhi 
s-i, .hidt. comes much to the fame purpofe. 

There was, another Error, which. had it \been 
fDch as it was liven out to ~vt been. woliJd hl¥e 
gone near 'to have deLlroy'd the Dodrinc of the 
Nature of.the SQuI: This ~as the MltI"'pjjchojil .. 
en' T ranfmigration of the So~ into feveral .8odi~ 
"hethea: of Men or of AnimaIs~ But we are going to, 
1bew" thafMen have been. no Ids miMen in' the i 

: Senfe of the PaffaRcs whence' they tOOk it, than in 
&lae Original. thejluve &iven it. '. . , 

. . If P}th"l.tW'1U had been the firft Author of it, we, 
aight believe that the Story of N.bll&h()dinDfor, 
who by rtafon of his Sins Iiv'd feven Years amol?g' 
Beans, biowzing ~e GrafS like Cattle, might, have 
-given h~m this ~~tion, that Vice·degra~es ~ Man; 
froD) hl$ ConditIOn, and transforms hIm Into a; 

Beall more or Jcrs,Savage, as he is more or lefsVi-
.cious. ,', . 
. ; But 'tis certain" this Opioioa,is antienrer than; 

'that Philofopher, and that it was.a' Dofuine of the, 
EO/tWlI, which, the G,."l:!, ycry unjufHy afcrib>d· , 

• 

. totbe~felvet,.as.Hv,J()tlll poftrively tclls,u~'in hisL 
fecond Book. Th. Egyptia:ns·uk,.nviji werl the firft;; 
,hili fl!J. thl Stlll'f MAlI ;s J",,,,.rt./, tb., ilfter ~ 
th, Dlilth of t.h, BDtiJ ;t p4jfe1 focceffovel] into th, B,
llin .f fJ,.js;: tb.t ,'fter hIVing piifl d.,hn' thl ,BOlt ~ 
Ji" Df tm-iJlriAI 4»i_Als. III' flint ~ If ,'thl WAin M i, t'. 

of thl Air, it CDm,s "l"'" t() 'An_ate th, BDtiJ '{If..'. • 
1II4fi, _ tW ;t ACCO",pIi jhls Iml ROIIII4 ill'h,e Sp4cf.' , 
".f.tlw.~1 t.WMIIi;r;"rJ.' &Dml,G~ hiIWgi'lJ •••. ~': , . :,'.; 
thisPoilri1ll; lII~if i' bAJ bllll their ()wII,r""'foD.r.'~ '., " .-
["""IAt,r, 11114: I ~ w.1i,! 'th«J..:A1:I,.' ,It~t 'lPill·t.,t!: ::, 
7IMIU them.. .', . . ". ,·d':' ,'".:'r"·jl?i .:;".,'.,.~ 

By tms:H,r,."., ~a~het· us,: .nOl only tha'~tht1 _ "'" 
~iAIu a~ the·fUn Authe.ts of bfOpi.;:.butr ." . ':, ) 
al1O·tNtP}Jh~.*,w~ riot thea Perfon"W.iao ad",·' ,' .• 
,VJD'-'d it,a$ bi~,jo .. n.:. FOL'8l1 part! l.cc.wfe6 ~ ,"~, 

, .. ' , know" . 
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bo~ not .~o the ot~ 'are, ·of.who. &"'l1li, 
(peak~ ... for at; this ,Day .the Dotmae ctf'the Tram. 
IDigratioD of ScnilS ,is ilDputed only ~ to ·PJtb.gor"s. 
'and Otis even fo~( di1ferent,tiomtiiat which' 
the. E.gntlAiis lirn:- advallC~d. .;" Bntthe.AlterariODS:. 
:eJl.~'" .made.in it, as well as thofe .that others 
liiv.t~e Unca, as the~harifees,.who tll1ght that DOIII) 

but:thc:Souls of good Melt pafs'd'into other Bodies~' 
the Souls of the .wickedbeing detain'd' in' PIacn, 
where they. were. puniJh'({; all ~bis, . I .'y, does 
JJotlting to the maiD' Point of the Doarine~. whida 
4»Minues ftiJl die fame.; Thus .owe know' the Otie 
wne, Jet. US.DOW fearc~ tile true:ExplicatioD of ttu.. 

. Opinion. . . . . " .' ';, .' 
. Thue is.no likelihOod, a·. I bav~ aJrCldy raid in; 

the; Life of P/Mo, that·Men,who tiways~xpJain'd: 
daemfel~es \tery myfterioufiy. eveD in the filings that: 
were mofl:: plaiD :aDdinceUigibl., .1bowd· fpeak witb.o. 
out the "ea~ Difgujfe o~ M >:O:~ry, . of fo p~igiO&1S'" 
anI AifalL' as the T.rlRlmignltlOn 'oHIle -SOul Into fe~ 
veial:Bodies afMeD, ,of Animals, or even ofPlanu.: 

. But. fee t~e. 'Wh~. Secret of this. fa \Vondro~·a. 
Jiiaioa. .of. which lOme .. by .t~ it ~ ftupidlyr 

• ,a~cGr.din8to· ~e·L~cr,. have' , ~ n~.lefs than a: 
Monftcr. t·' . . Ir. ~.. ,~. I .. ~ 

,. ~ is. ~.in,. .tba.t. as_Ma~ may by Vit:tue,.euder·, 
_ bimfeIf.like ,GOd;.{ttby· Vice he ma~'~ beCOlDO' 

• Homo like Beans :. . AQ'ti :thereforct .D_J.(a.'/I, ,Jhat .• M4I,I' , 
=i~ _~;IIH~., -that,iatofar_ ~riginal~ the Imlgc' 
JtOR intel. ~-G~. JiiI-." 1R'1i~r.fhuul #J' 'N,t"!.hM -. pIM¥,
le.xit,·com- , ••. 'k·:sR;;pJ( .• /- ... "fJr.:dNiI hMII.".:R"''',n.' 
paratus en """,,,~i/;nll ~ ~.~·there jS\A~hin~mOl'e.IJdU.I.' 
l:um~ . rahhan"" 1JiPle(~i..R2tht:NaIIlr .. Qftliat co wbich·he\. . 
~:tl6. .is moO: like. Thus the ancient Hmrw/.gIvt' Mea.; . 
.ws.&- tbi:NIGfes.:of .ho(~Bela;i·· whiti'dte'Vice they 
au. en n. ft~ utdic2-«l·:.rtO 'lrJade' rthem: the ' .. .,0: .rcftmtA.j} 
lit. PI +9. atid atVdnrl1nfi IilW4'rs;; Dt1g~~ .~;, S#j_/~ ac~; 
J J. "". ~.~ .hot o~fq~d.iD tbea • Vices of~ho~ 

"";>. "~D~ 
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PYTHAG O·RA·S: ~J 
Animals:' HeD~ the Ef1P.IiMls.:, :-.ho -nev.e, (poke 
but>~n Riddles, and ,who "Jdain'.d· thlek l'hopghts 

.. by Piguret,.rather:t!ui by W,ord$,. u$'d a'S#'ptllf 
to flgnifie a Qlalictous and daoa~s :MtD; :a HU 
for _ a debatu:h'd· Man. a SlAg for ~ tiillOrou$ Man;' 
and they .kid that a fdan was become a 'WDif, , rntah
-ing. _he ·was. an tlbjuil and' npacio'us P~r{Qn;: aoll 
that he was become • PfL~ to·fay he bad no· ... 
lIour,but ~as(pift.aIt·Sen1e 'of' SliaI1)e. . '. 
. I:lmow.that.:.when Fia-ions have,long pa{s'd for 
naled:and' ·literal, .Truths, anti have haa-:the Cont
rtnt of revcr~l\ A!ges,~·they very rarely {uffer tbf!m~ 
iCltes .to JSc 4ifcUfl'd ,and. purg'd. by Reafo"",'ahcl 
tbat ;th.ey,-.dtead even the },pprmcp of .that <;on~ 
~eJ which wQUld examine alld dive into their 
fabuloUs Part. :,Blit I knuw litewife on t4e other 
hand, 'that dier;: is nothing more unjuQ,· than .to 
{ufttr Fatthood to' plead PrefcriptiQQ againfi:. T J:uth. 
Let. there·hay~ icen ever follltfty Philofophers.wlao 
~v~ literaUy . raken this ,MetempfycQoG,,_ and ·who 
have athraJIy 'taught· that tbe Soul of a Man •. to 
expiate his Sins :after., his Death. pafs'd:. iQto the 
SOdy of 'an~het Man, or of ~ .. Ani.J •. , or of a . 
Plant; let eYer .Co.. many Poets have fprcad lcabroai 
in their Writings; ilay, allowiog taae 'even Jhe ll~ 
lloriam tberofe1ve5t ,who are tile W..rie,erS tbat,leall 
o~ aU -~ught t?Jufu- 'anyMixture ofFabl~, '~ve 
rtid ~.wltli the' Po¢U;" tlitt~;thAf.DT"', aflipn'ci of 
~imfelf, ~bat, he .. W.IS 'nra 'U£thAlid'(s, the Son '0£ . 

, Md6JR:Ji' .. tbflrt 'F..,h,r:It_/~ . Jter. ~h. /l1r~qti1'JiJn9. 
after Her'!IIlIintHs,a Fitherman 'of bt/o,. aod Jaft, of. 
all ~PJthAlorils : ". What can be infe~r'd f:Q,Qi .~ , 
but tbat.t\1,e Phdofo~h,rs t®k· DeliMt AD.' adVinI 
dog a fing.uJar O,;;inion •. that had 'in it ft}tne~hlr;f 
at:onc~mirll(;ulo.u:, and.terrible j ; this the Poet; ttAar~ 
ded as,~hei~Jirope!lRight, beeaure of the Fablt tbb· 
veil'd it: :[Forwho is· ignor~nt that Fi8:ion: is the -
Birth-right' ()(. Poetry J and til" ~ottl ir.habi' the'. 

'; . Coun-. 
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Country' of Fables and'Montlersrl And 'both of 
them feduc'd and led aRray the Hiftorians, who, 

. as s,,.,,b. teaches us~ were ottcn as fond of FabJ~,» 
as tae very Poets themrelves. ' ' 

, One certain Mark that PJlh"g,rtls nev~ believ'd 
the Tranlinigration of Souls iSj becaufe there is n.ot 
the leaR' Footftep of any fuch Tenet. neither in 
thore Symbols of his that are DOW .-emaining, nor 
in t~e Precepts his Difciple LJ}is has coJlea:ea. and 
left as a Summary of his DoCtrine: 'On the contrary, 
it appears, by thof~ Sentences, that he taught that 
the rational Effences, as well the 6rft, the Immor
tal Gods, and thofe of the middle Rank, the' An
cels, as the laft, the Men, continue always. 'in as • 
much as relates to their Being, what they were 
created, and that the Ian neither degrade nor no
bilitate themfelves but by their Vices or Virtues. 
And thus HW'oc/,s, the P}lhAgtlr''''' ' Philofopher ~ 
has explain"d it. Whower, fays he, ~xp,fJs 'hA' 
'lifter his DeAth h, JhAllb, ellAlh'. with the B,d, of 
'" BeAft. thAI he' Jhll/I b«ome lUI' .A1I;mAI with,IIt 
R'Afoll, becAllft of his Yices.- or " PI""t b"4l1fo of 
his HeAlIi",fs or St",iJiIJ. [lICh "MAlI, I fir]. b,~ 
iJt of " qllitl 'tlntrAr} Opinion to theirs who "'4".(
form the Ejfo1JC' of MA" i"ttl {onu ,,,, ,f th, SII}¥
r;or Bti"gs. ""d plll1lgi1lg it illto one ,f th, l1Ifer;,,. 
SlIbflances. it ;1Ipit'lJ Je&li'fJ' a ""a ""folMtel] iglJ,r"", 
tlf thl Ijfo;"ti,,1 Form of ollT SoMl, which ,All MUir 

'chlllige:: 'Tis Uu/,tJ JAid ttl "","!' Goa II] "ir,,,,, 
ad BI"jI bJ Pi,,,. tho' it ,. MUer b, either ,f ,-
Iy its N,,"re~ "lit onl] b1 its Lik.!1Iefs ttl thl 'lie OT-" 
Ihe tither. . 
. Thefe are the Words 'of a Philofopher, who was· 

highly fcandaIiz'd thal fo abfurd an Interpretation ' 
1I10uJd be given to t~e Opinion of his Mailer, and. 
who therefore gives it the Senfe it ought to' have. 

, I do nGt deny bur that the Philofophers who' 
fucceeded P}thllg.rll', inconfidcmely taught· this.. 

. . . DoCtrine 
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Doctrine. f~r a c:on~ant Truth;. but then they had 
a good Dcfign in doing it, aod thought by a pious. \ 
Lie to deter and hinder· Men from Gommitting 
thofe Crimes and Mifdeeds, which after Death 
would make theq11iable to {uch fevere Puni1ltments 
and Purgations.. Of this I will produce an Evi- . 
dence fo authentiCk, as Dot to permit us in the leaft 
to doubt that this was Dot tlieir Intention. 'Tis 
of a '~ifdple o~ PJ~hAgor~s,. and one 'that .was very 
well mftruCted In the Opmlons of.thatPhdofoplter; 
I mean. Tim~lIs of Locris himfelf, on whofe Wr" 
t~ngs Plat; has t*cn fome Pains. Now 1im~1#S iA 
nis T~eatifo'Qf the Soul of the Wor1d~ has thefe 
remarkable Words: As 'MIe flme#lIw ellre Jijlel'll-l 
p,r' J. B.dill h] T/iolellt Rnnediu"whm the Difl4, 
willllOt gwe WII] t'if"tle; w, till<! th, Jik.! c..fi 
ill the Cllre of SOIlIs: When the] refNft to fohmit t.· 
pl.i. T~Nths, we he.l 'R» "] Lies~ This lIeeej4ril]. 
red.llctl liS ·to threAten ',m with flrllllge Pllnijhments, 
lind to give. 'IIt, th.t SOIlIs pAft ;nto 1Ie')JJ BDJies J. 

F.r Ex."'pl" thAt the SONI of A C~ArJ pAJ{eS int. 
th, BoJ} of II W.",IIII, that it "'''.i he ,xpos'li _ t. AJI. 
1IIA1lner of Ig"'1IIi1l] IInti Contempt; tb.t.f II MilT- ~ 
Jerer !I1tO the B.d] of II wild B'AfI, th.t he '!"'} ,/Je, 
plln;fo'J lI"orJ;ng to his Deferts; 11114 thAt .f II tU- . 
"tiNCh' J Perfon intD the Bod] tlf "Swine. Proellls 
inun\l.ates the fame ~hin, in his-fifth nook on the 
Tim4NS. 

'Twill be objected; that foon after Ti1ll,411S, we 
fee SOcriltn {peaking of this Mllemp/]ehoJis~ as of 
a umple and pJain DotlriD~ without any Figure.' 
But if we examine .well the three Dialogues where
he fpeaks o( it, which are the, MellO", the',tenth 
Book of the Republkk, and ·the Pbeaon, we thaJl 
6nd that in the firft, S,mltes fpeaking to M'lIOn~ 
who was a PJihAgorellll, touch" but flightly on 
this Opinion, and mentions i~ only tD draw from 
thepce fome C()ncluuon in fav6~ of Reminifcency,. 

\ • . which 
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which he endeavours to provt; tIW he WIS'lIOt-ne.i 
verthe1efs fully coDvinc"d of it: That.in the teDth 

,Book of the Republici', he only re1ates an EZ"n.i 
.. Fable;. and certainly 'tis not in Fables that we 
ou~t to fearch for the Truth and-Simplieity of. 
Philofophical Tenet: Nod laftly we·fltall find, that' 
in the PlNdoll, where we have the lall: Words of 
s.crAl", this Philofopher exempts at firR from the 
M"""p!jchojis, 'the Souls that retire unfuUy'd, and· 
that during this Life have (et'Y"d God with Ju-

. :O:ice and with Truth; and he afl'ures wat,fuch 
Souls go direaly among the Gods, where they 
injoy an eternal Feb-city. And as for tilt Souls im .. 
pure aod defil'd~ or even- moCe'that have liv'd' in 

• the Ways of Jull:ice. rather through, Hibitudo 
and natural Temperament, than throUgh ,PhilofOo'
phy, he tea,ches that after Death they. 'paCs into C)'

thef Bodies; either of Animals or of Men •. Now 
what can we conclude hom hence, except that the 

. dying SOC)"AIIS left asa Legacy to good Men, the 
happy Expectation, that· when they le.,:e this Lite 
they thall go to injoy an 'eOOlefs Felicity; and that 
he took his Advanta~e of a receiv'd Opinion. to 
leave to the wicked the falutary Dread, that the 
tel'l'ibl~ Menace of the paffing of th~ Soul inte (c:-. 
veral Bodies infpires. 

But a fuller and more concluftve Proof of the 
Truth of what ,we 'have been faying, is ,that L1fo 
himfeI£ .the intimate Fri~d ot PJllJItgllrm. and th~ 
very Peifon who receiy'd from his own Mo~th dl(~ 
Tenets he teaches in his Golden'Verfes; fays in 
l~prers Terms, that when the Sou), -aft~. having' 
been purify'd from its Crimes, has Jeft th~ Bod}!'; 
and is return'd info Heav'n, 'tis no more fubjea to 
Death, but injoys an eternal Felicity. He fays ·n.at 
a Syllable of the Tranfmigration of the Soul into 
{everal Bodies, and yet tliat was the proper PJace 
where this Doctrine ought ~o have beeD' inferred •. 

. lnfomud2 
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P Y T HAG 0 R. A S. 
"Infomuch that altho' in Procet; -of Time lome 

igBorant and thoughtlefs Philofophers taught this 
D08:rine for a real Truth,. tho' we find that it 
pW'd into J.ull, where we fee the Jews, and e
ven Her,a himfelf imbu'd with this Supertlit'ion, 
and tho' at this Day 'tis literally taken in the 111- • 
Me, by an ignorant Generation of Men, thi~ c,",an
ges not at all the Nature of it: For aU Dodrines 
ought to be interpreted by the Senfe they had at 
their Birth, and in no wife by that which After
Ages have given them. 

N eith~r has the Opinion of P,thAg"',ts, concer .. 
Ding the Nature of the Soul of Beaffs, been more 
clearly _ explain'd. Ti",~"s of Loeris proves he was 
of Opinion, that the Soul of Beafts was a Part of 
the Soul of the World, a Part of the fubtile Mat
ter that God had taken from all the Sta'rs, that is 
to fay, that the Soul of Animals was of the fame 
Nature with the Animal Soul. or the fubtile Cha
riot of the Soul of Man; and therefore he fays, 
that God himfelf created the Souls of Men, and
that as to Animals aad all irrational Bein!r~ he left 
it to Nature to make theirs as the pJeas'a. They 
who believ'd that PythAgorAs allGw'd to Beafts a 
reafonable- Soul, which the Organs aJone hinder'd 
from performing its PuntHons, are millaken: A 
certain Sign that this was not his Dodrine is, that 
he makes Man to be the lall of the rational 'E{(eti
ees; 'tis therefore impoffible he thould have 'taught 
that Reafon was {ommon to Animals and tef Men. 
IMgl1lts LMr~;"s indeed writes,' that P]thilgorlls af:. -

, firm'd that Bealls were indu'd with "'" Mind IUIJ· No~; -!t 
')pith AlIger,; but -by ~be Word -f ltfi"d he 111eant ~ ,s.1J[.t~' 
fort of ~IDd v~ry ddferm~ f~om Reafon and Y ~- t A~ftotlc 
derftandllig', which he allo~'d to Man alone.. ThU5 z~':/';, 
you fee the. Reafori why l1e faid Man only was cae ,1:, fom, 
pable .,f Virtue and of Vice. -; In '1hott, as he be- N"m,: N ,
-~ev'd that .the Animir 5oul.-'or thl [-till ChAri" ON~ tp9"!r 
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. The L I F E of 
,j the So141~ gave Life to the terrefirial and mated· 
al Body of Man, fo he conceiv"d likewife that the
Sout of Beafts being of the fame Nature with thu 
filbtilt ChAriot, was fuBicient to animate the Bodies 
of Anim~ls, infomuch that Animals, according to 
P]thAgorAs, were truly like the Statue of Yen14s, 1 

• have fpoken of before, which being void of Rea~ 
fon and Underfl:anding, mov'd it felf by means of 
the Mercury, with. which its Organs were flU'd. 
Thus this 'Philofopher was not far from believing 
them meer Machines, unce their Life was only the 
Effetl: of the fubtile M;J,tter difpos'd in a certain 
Manner. He had therefore Reafon to fay that this . 
Soul of Animals was as antient as the World, and 

· that it would laft as long; for after the Death of 
. Animals, their Soul, as well as their Body, returns 
to its Principle and its Source. 

. After PJ,hA!.orM, . Emptucks being no doubt. de- __ 
lirous to explain the Opinion of his Maller, and 
to fltew that Knowledge is not :always diflind: from· 

* 1~ his the Senfes, eftabliflt'd this Principle, that Jf- the /i~ is 
Tr,Miji Df ItIlll'WII bJ its l;~: A Principle not only very faJfe, ':.ItSDHI• -' as Arijlotle has folidly prov'd, but alfo very con
Ch.,. I;. trary to the Do~rjne of P]I"hAgorAS, who taught. 

as 1 have already faid, that 'tis the U nderftanding 
alone that fees, that btars, firc. and that all the rell: 
is deaf and blind. How then, according to his 
Principle~, can Beafts, 'who are depriv'd of Reafoll 
and Underflanding, fee, feeJ7 and know? Matter 
has not of it felf thefe Properties, . andmeer Be-

· dies have neither Life. Senfe. nor Thought. PJ
thAgorM therefore muG have beJiev'd, either that 
the Soul of Bealls had oqly certain Mannen of Sen
lation, or that, tho' it was animal and material, it 
had re~eiv'd from God fome ~aliries that he hacl 

· not gives to the :rolt pr~tter: For, that the ~~ 
of Bealls, is in 00: wife diftintt from MaKer. is the 
necefiiry ConfequCQcc' ef. tlJo(e. ~riqciples C?f ~ 
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I have mention'd. The fhilofophers will never 
know any more of it.· ~Tis in vain for 'em to 
abandon themfelves .to .their Curiofity; they wiH 
indeed be abJe to a1fure us what the Soul of Bealls 
is not. but never will they difcover what it tru. 
Iy is. 

The Philofophy of PJfh"gmu aim'd chiefly at 
explaining and regulating the Worlbip of the Gods, 
upon which he gave excellent Precepts. For Jaxw 
ample, he would not have M~n go into the Tem .. 
pIes by chance, and as it lay in their way, there tct 
a~ore the Gods by Prayer, but would have them 
go from home on purpofe after they had well pre
par'd themfelves to pay-that £olemn Worlhip. I 
"ilI not inlarge upon this Particular, becaufe we 
1haII find it admirably well treated in Hier.cln. ' 

He would have Men always fpeak of the Gods . 
with all the Refpett due to tlieir Eifencr,' the 
Source of all Good: And he fo highJy condemn'd 
the Fables that Homer and HejiDa Ilad publilb'd of 
the Gods in their Poems, that he affur'd that the 
Souls of thofe Poets were fevere1y puniih'd in HeU, 
for having fpoken of the Gods in a manner fo' un
worthy tlleir great Majefty. 

There bti1'g nothing fo difficult as to pr~y welJ, 
he forbid filch as were not yet throughly ioRruc9:ed, 
to pray for themfelves, and arder'dthcm to apply 

. tbfmfclves to the PrieRs and to the Sacri6cers: 
And this is the fame Principle that SD&rIlW carrti 
on fo far as to prove, that Men cannot pray as 
they ought, 'till f091e God has taught them the. 
Prayers they ought to make. . 

When· his Difciples were fu£liciendy inftruCted. 
he order'd them to begin all theh' Actions by: 
Prayer; for tho' the Choice of Good be free,. and 
depend on us, let we hlve always need of the Af-
641nce of Go J that he may holp uS, co-operate 
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,with us~ and perfea: what w'e ask of him, and 
what we are doing. ' ' 

He taught, that the Gods ou£ht to be honour"~ 
at all Hours and in all Seafons; and ~he Heroes, 
the Demons or the Angels at Noon: Which came 
from an antient Superfl:ition he had learnt in EglPt; 
where the People were perfuaded. that Noon was 
the Hour when theIe Demons repos'd themfelves" 
and that then was the time to appeafe and render 
them propit~ous. It cannot be ,doubted but this 
Superfl:ition was ~tifnter than PJth.gorlfS, feeing 
we find fome Food1:eps of it among the Jews, even 
in the Days of King DAVia. 

Another Superfl:ition he had taken from the Ch.l· 
.'Am, was the Obfervation of Times, of Days, 
aDd of Moments, for the Sacrifices and other Acts 
of Religion. He believ' d there were fome Mo
ments proper for o1fering them, and others very 
uD£i~ and contrary to fuch Worth ips ; and therefore 
concerning this A!'air he made a Precept of Oppor
,.it]: And doubdefs this is the Source fI:oQi 
whence fprung the Divi60n of Days into happy 
and unhappy, which Heji04 has explain'd at the 
End of his Precepts of Agriculture~ A Superfl:i. 
tion which even to this Day reigns in the Minds 
of many Cbriftians. . 

No Philofopher has ever fpoken better than p]
thAgorAs of the Alinightinefs of God: Comparing 
the Extent of his Power with the ldea he had of 
his E1fence. he taught that nothing was ro great, 
nothing fo wonderful, but might be believ'd df 
God; notliing fo difficult, nothing fo fupernatu
raJ, but might be expetted of him. We o"lht, raid 
he, to hop, for All things ,/rl11} U04; for ther, ;s n0-

thing fo difJicNlt "'it it 1114] ,N ,h, Obj,a of Ollr 

Hop,.; a,d CAlI ,lIjilJ u whAteVer h, pleAf'S, Ml4 
n.thing ;s impoJlibk II hi1'll~ :r~c Knowledge P.1-

, , thag.rlll 
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PYTHAGORAS. 
,hAgO'AS had got in Egypt of the great Miracles God 
had wrought there, liad no doubt ftrengthen'd in 
him thefe great' Principles. ' , 

He believ'd there was an Eternal Law~ and that 
this Law was only the immutable Virtue of God, 
who had created all things. fn confequence of this 
Law. he imagin'd there was a divine Oath that pre
ferv'd all things in the State and Order in wroch 
they had been created, ana which by binding the 
Creator to his Creature, bound likewife the Crea
ture to his Creator; that is to fay, that God. by 
creating each thing in the Condition that was beR: 
for it, was pleas'd to fubject himfelf to preferve it 
in the faine Condition by an Oath, can'd, for that 
Reafon. Tht Gtu.rdi." of,Ettrnity, which is nothing 
rIfe than the very Immutability of God, and one 
ofthe EffeCts of his Julliee. And he conceiv'd 
that the Creature had taken this very Oath in him 
and by him: For the fame Law that creates, binds 
that which is created; and therefore the PJthAg,. 
reAIIs call'd this' Oath. InllAtt And EJfentiAl to IIltth, 
CreAlllre s. ' 

But how came PJthagorAs by this Idea, which is 
fo B!"eat, fo noble; ind fo becoming the Majelly of 
God~ No doubt he took it from the Holy Scrip
tures, where he faw that God, to mark the Infalli
bility of his Promifes. often fays. that he has [worn, 
and that hI hils [worn by himfolf. and afterwards 
with a wonderful Judgment he penetrated into the 
Rearons of this divine Oath, and explain'd it by 
the chief Attributes of God. which are his Good
nefs, his Immutability and ~is J ufl:ice: God in 
crearing all thirigs, bounded no~ his De6gns within 
the fiiort Limits of Tim~. but wrought for Eter,,: 
nity, which is his own [elf. 

This eternal Law.. and this divine Oath, is Fate 
Or. Providence, !hic:h brings every indi~.idual 
tiling to th~ EQd 11: ought to have, and th~t 1.S ape 
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54 The L I F E of 
point~d for ire 'Tis in vain for the Creatures to 
go aRray by Difobedience, and to violate the di
vine Oath oy departing from God, who makes even 
their Wanderings ferveto the Accomplilkment of his 
Decrees, and in whatever he does, every thing -
contributes to the making known his Goodnefs and . 
Jull:ice. . 
, This was the Theotogy of PJthag,ras; a Theo

logy which notwithfianding the vain Imaginations 
and Errors with which it abounded, contains never
thelefs fome great Drinciples which may to this D1I:y 
be of ufe to us. . 

Thdlwlfls Before the Age of PythAgoras, and while the 1-
.fPytha- taliclt and 10nick,.Secb flouri/h'd, Morality had ne .. 
sow· ver been treated very methodically. It was com-

priz'd under the general Name of PhJjickJ, which 
included all the feveral Parts of Philofophy; and it 
was centain'd in fome Precepts or Sentences, that 
order'd what ought to be done, but expJain'd nei- ' 
therthe Reafons nor Motives of doing them. So
crAtes was the firil: who fever'd this Part of philo
fqphy, to make a feparate Body of it; he unraveJ>d 
perfeCtly weU all the Principles, and gave Proofs of 
them. OTis to him the Pagan Morality owes all its 
Perfeaion; but)t muG likefljfe be own'd that So
crates receiv'd great advanta~e from the Lighrs he had, 

)
~ain'd of P}thAgfWlIS, who firil: difcover'd this great 
Principle. that Morality is the Daughter of Rdiii
t)ft. I will now give all his Difcoveries in this Af .. 
fair, which deferve to be fully laid open. 

We have already feen that he acknowledg'd two 
lOTts-of fuperior 8eings~ the 1",,,,.rtAI Goal, andt~ 
,Demons or HerON, tliat is to fay the An~els. To 
th~fe two Sorts of Beings he .dded thofe Men, who 
.after having render'd themfelYCs iIIuil:rious by their 
VirtUfS in this Life, were rcceiv'd into the celeil:i

,II Cboil1o. . . 
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P YT HAG 0 R A S. 
From our Union~ with thefe three }~ffences, he 

drew the Precepts of all our Duties towards our 
Famen and Mothers, towards our Relations and 
our Friends; For he taught, that in this mortal 
Life ouffathers and Mothers repl'efented God to 
us; that our Relations repr~fented to us the De
mons or Heroes, that is to Jay, the Angels; and 
that our Friends are the Image of the Saints; from 
wheace he concluded, that we a!"e bound to love 

lour Fathers and Mothers in the lid\: Place; next, 
our Relations, and after them our Frierub;. and 
that for us, we ought to regard our felves according 
to thefe three.R.efpects, as Sons of God, as RebtiQns. 
of the Angels, and as Friends of the Saints. {' 
~o Man knew better than P}thAgorAs the Nature j' 

of Friend fil ip ; he was the brLl: that faid, thAt Allf 
,IIIAS ;n co"""on between Fr:ietlds, And th.t liNT Friend '~ 
;s MIIIther Mr' fl/f.. And this lail: Exprtffion fur- l 
nilh'dAr'ijlotJI with this incomparable De6nition of , 
a Friend.; ThAt -\l it ;s 1111' SOIlJ thAt li",es i1l two. *Fi);;"@-. 
BDtiilS. . ' p..'i«. ..J.u-

He gave excellent Inflructions concerning the x.~ .No . . (J''''IA.«.rlv 
Choice efFriends; the Means to preferve them, aod £VOI~OU(J'4 
what Bounds we ought to fet to' the Compld.ifance 
this Band necelfarily requires, as we iliaU fee in . 
Hiw,cle,. 

He has been reproach'd' for eReemitig none hut 
Men of his own Sea, and for regarding all the ren 
as abjea Slaves" to whom the leaLl Refpetl: was not 
to be iliewD. 

In ElJft, he had feen the EglPtiA1ls regard all.~ 
.ther Nations with the utmoR: Contempt; and he 
. was not ignorant that the Hebr~s treated velY dif- . 
. ferendy the Strangers. and thofe of their own 
Tribes; yet P}tMgorAS imitated not thefe Culloms 
out of Pride; but having Pl!netnted into the OFi
tiDal and End,of Friendiliip, he drew from thence 
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~jt:. The L I F E of,' 
the Re.1rons of this Preference; end his profp~a 
and Defignwas as follows • 

. He eftablilh'd as a Maxim~ thet our Friends in 
this .Life are the Image of thofe who have left the 
W~rld, ~fter ~aving rais'd ';Ip hutnan Nature by 
theIr U mon with God, and tnftrutled us by thelf 
Examples aad Prectpts. From thence 'he drew this 
ne~drary. Confequence, that as among the ~ad-we 
honour only fuch as have liv'd accerding to th. 
Rules of Wifdom, 'We. who are their Dif,iples in 
this Life. ought to frequent only thofe that 'are 
like them, and that may affifl us in attaining to thf 
fame Pelicity: For the end of Ftiend1hip ought td 
be only the reciprocal Communication of Virtues, 
and our Union with the heavenly Beings. This' 
w~s the. Reafon why a P}th"l/Jrtll.· prefer'd tr.e 
Fnendflllp of a Pyth"gDTt"" before that of all the 
reft of Mankind; becaufe he regarded·him as moM 
perf ea:. And it.muft be alJow'd that thefe Philo;. 
fophers 'carry'd their Friendlhip' to thofe of their 
own Sea: to a Height that perhaps has never had 
.ny Example. To this purpore take the following 
Story, which ought never to be loft, . 

A P}th"gortlUl went from home on a long J OUf, . 

ney, and falling lick in an Inn, fpent all that he had. 
His Difeafe growing, more ftubbocn and dangerous, . 
his Landlord, who by good luck was charitably in.;. 
cIin'd~ continu'd to take the fame' Care ofbim.s 
when his Mony Jafted~ and furnifh'd all the Expence 
ont of his own P~ck~t. The lick.Man. grew worfe 
and wane, and bell'ig very forry not·to ·J1ave where., 
with to fatisfie his Ilenefati'or, he ask'd him Pen. 
Ink and Paper, writes his Story in a' few Wo'tds. 
pl1ts.at the Bottom:of it a Symbol 'of Pplutgt!"lIS,t? 
fhe'r he was a PJ'hllgDTt""~ and recommendS to his 
Hoft, to poft up that Paper in fome. publick Place 
~s foon IS h~ ,had bury'4 him.. ~c ~~s the :n~ , . p~ 
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PYTHAGORAS., 
pay •. and :when be was ~ in the 'GrOund, ,the 
Laadlord, who expeCted no ,great Matters·from tbc 
:Bill, poiled it up nnerthddS at the Cbateof a 
Temple. Some Months pafs'd away. and nothing 
came of it. Atl~ a 'Difciplo of P~b.g.rllJ 
pafling that'way, read the Paper, fees by t~Sym .. 
bol 'twas written by one of the Fraternity, goes 
immediatety to'the Landlord, reimburfes him an 
his Expences, and gives him i Rewan:i bendes for 
Ilis-Civility. The Gofpel indeed propofes to us 
Examples !Jf Charity that are more perfeCt; but 
perhaps it would bo difficult to find ChriftiaAs no~ 
i-days. who would do for anotheJ' Chriflian. aad 
fOr a Man of their Acquaintance. what this PJth~-
1.0r,,,,, did for one of his,. Fraternity, whom, he 
ltad Dever feen Dor 1nown. 

In resard to the Reproach is caO: on PJthAgwAI, 
of being exttemcly infennble as to other Men, I 
find no manner of Ground for it. ,On the contrary. 
I fee every where fiy what his Difciples have faid. 
of it, that regarding God as the common Band that 
unites' all Men, he taught, that to break this Union 
even with the greateR Stranger, was to tear God 
bimfelf to ,pieces; and that on the cOntrary, to pre
ferve it with the neceffary Subordination, was to 
,hind our felves faft to GOd. As to an our Obli .. 
gations to Men with whom we are' united, neither ' 
by Blood, 1I0r.by Friendfuip, he took them from the 
different B~nds of Country, of Neighbourhood. 
of Commerce arid of Society, or laiRy from the 
Ties. of Nature only, which will not allowthat ODe 
M~n fhould be a Stranger to another •. In a Word, 
he'w~~ld ~ave ,,!s1hew a general Friendfuip, which 
be call d'Humanlty, ,to .UMen, e¥eDtothewicked. 

.. ItIdnot to contr:da real Fri~ndlhip. that is to fay, 
one that is voluntary and .of choice, except :.with 
,~ w!f~ .~~!~~- ,~~~,.!~el;~e ~~ 

57, 

Digitized by Google 

• 



"~SO The L I F E .9/' 
himfeJ(, who hates no 'Man~ and yet co~unicates 
md unites himfe1f only to the Good. . . 

How could P}thagorAI be fa infenfibJe and hard .. 
hearted to other Men, who was often wont to fay. 
that th, '111], W"} MAlI h.d tl r,,,J,r hi1llfolf l~ 
God, '»IllS to do gud, lUI. I' !peAk.. rrJllh f He who 
IfI"erted there were common Duties to' be obferv'd, 
between Men and the very BeaRs ~ Who-' bought 
from Fowlers and Fifilermen the Birds and the 
Fith, to refrore them to their Liberty, and "'hCJc 
condem'd Hunting as a thing in it felfunjufH. 

• He preferv'd all his Life long fa much Refpec9:~ 
(0 much Friendfilip, fa much Gratitude for his MI •. 
fier l'hertC}Jes, that hearing he was fallen ill at 
Delos. he immediately left CrOll1l to go and affi~, 
him: He {laid with him 'till his Death, apd bu .. 
ry'd him. ' .. 

No Man ever had more Tendernefs than he for "
his Friends, he affified them in their SicJmeCs, com .. 
forted Oem in their AfHia:ions~ and reliev'd Oem ill 
their Wants. And in regard.to others with whom· 

, he had no Intimacy, he ,never let flip any Oppor
tunity of doing them good~ according to their Me
rit arid their Condition; being perfuaded that the 
chief Virtue of Men is to love one another. 
, He regarded. a human-or civil Oath, as~ the I
mage of the divine Ollth we ,bI,Jt now fpok6 of. 
For, in like manner as the divine Oath is the Guar
dian of the Law of God~ a human Oath is the 
Guardian of the faith of Men. The Obfervation 
of this laO:. aa"ociates us together with the Firmne[s 
and Stability even of Goo, and maintains Order 
and J ufHce. On this Accown it was that Pph .. 
[.flTM gave the Name of Oillh. to whatever is jua. 
.and that he {aid that Jllliter is caU'd "OfUG-, Pre.' 
jiamt ./ OMhs,· to filew that he is J uftice it !elf, 
and that he punifiles with Severity wIiatcycr is done 
contrary tQ the Law. - " . 

The 
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The PJthAgorCAnshave !iven admirable Precepts 
concerning a civil Oath~ and that agree fo well 
with the Doarine of the ChrifiiaD Religion, that 
it cannot be doubted but tlley were acquainted 

, with the Decalogue. ' . ". 
They were as religious Obfervers pf their bare 

Word~ as of an ,Oath taken in the moil fofemn' 
Manner. See a very lingular Example oftheir Fi
delity in their Promifes, even in things of the moll: 
trivial Confequence. LJfts, a Difciple of P}thllgo
rAJ, coming one Day OUt of the Temple of '111110# 

where he had bee.n praying; met EllrJphA~IIJ of 
SjrllclljiI going jn. EllrJphll1llllS pray'd him to wait 
for him: LJjis told him he would. and fate himfelf 
down on a Stone-Bench that was at the Gate of the 
Temple. Ellr"hll11lllS, after he had worihip'd the 
Gods. fell into fo profound a Meditttion, that he 
forgot his "Appointinent with LJjis. and went out 
at another Door. LJjis waited for him without 
flirring from thence, not only the reG of the Day, 
but all the Night, and part of the Day following; 
and would have expe8:cdhim longer, if a" certain 
Perfon in, the School of PJthAgoras. had not, in 
the Prefence of EllryphllnJlIS. inquir'd after LJfi~; 
whofe-Name being mention'd, put EIITyphllnJlIS in 
mind of what had happen'd the Day before: A
way he haRens to the Gate' of the Temple, and 
finds L)jis in as quiet and fcdate a Temper as he 
was when he left him. What would not fa fcrupulous 
aD Obferver of fo flight a Promife have done~ ta
ther than not keep his Oath ~ I know this A8:jon 
may be ueated as a piece of Sjlline{s and Simplic;j- ' 
ty; but I know likewife very welJ, as &1,11 faid of 
the Lies of the Poets, that if Remifsnefs and Neg
lea be once{uffer'd in things of little m,omelllt, they 
will fooR Oid~ into the meft importaBt and mott 
rerious. 

. . 
S' 
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fa The L I.19E of 
As Pl,hAg,ras requir'd that Men 1hould be trlie 

aDd faithful in their Words, . he requir'd likewife 
with equal Care that they 1hould be jua in all 
.their Adions. He faid, tliat SAlt W.AI 'he EmbJ"" 
-t J.jlice; for AI s.lt pre{tnlel AU thi"gs, •• d pre
flllltl Corr,.ti,,,, fo J.jI;ce pre{l7'fJes wh.tt'IJir it 
."inutes, ."d with,., it .11 ;1 cfJrr.ptlJ, He there
fore order'd that a Saltfeller lhould always be ferv'd 
on the Table. to put Men in mind of this Vinue. 
And doubtlefs this was the Reafon that the Hea
thens fanaify'd the Table by the Saltfeller, which 
Cuftom was perhaps taken from the Law that God 

1ft OIDm gave to his People; To. flAll fJ./fer Sillt i" Ail }fJ .... 
()bJariooe Offor;"gs. And who knows but the Superffition 
;L ~~ that was fo antient, and that reigns to this Day, 
a. 13. rI. concerning the fpilling of Salr, came from this (). 

pinion of the. PjthAgfJreAII'. who' regarded it as a 
Prefage of fome InjufHce. 

He ~ra of anr demonftrated. that. Pleafure. h~s 
. no Being, that IS to fay,. that It exIfb not by It 
{elf, and that 'tis only the Sequel and EKed: of 
{orne Ad:ion; which .naturally led him to acknow- • 
ledge two forts of Pleafures: A hrutal and fenfelers 
Pleafure, which holds of the Aaion that produces 
it, and charms for a Moment, but is attended with 
(atal ~onfequences; and an honourable and vinu .. 
ous. Pleafure, arHing from virtuous Atfions. and 
which is agreeable for the time, and never follow'd 
by Repentance. He compar'd the fira to the ling-. 
~ng of the Sirens, and the other to the Confon of 
the Mufes. 

In regard to the AbfHnence of P}thAgfJras, we 
find the Opinions much divided: Some pretend he 
pever eat any thing that had Life, that he forbid 

- the eapns of any fuch thing; and that tho' we 
find in hIS Symbols fome Precepts, forbidding us 
not to eat certain Parts of Animals, which neceffa
rily inclu~~~ the eating ~f ~~ !h~ ~~~ that ·are ned0t 

excep~ , 
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PYTHAGORAS~ 
excepted, yet we 'Ought to know that PJthllllT~ 
addreffes himfelf there only to thofe that are. not 
yet perfeCt. Others Qn the contrary affirm, that 
he eat the Flefil of ViB:ims, and of cmain Fifil; 
and betides that this is the moR antient Opinion. 
it ~eing that of ArijffJltelltn, it is aIfo' more likely 
to be the true. P}thlllfJrM was initiated:in the Cu
Roms, of the. ElJptilms, and they ~ after the Exam
ple of the Hebrews, divided Animals into ele"" and 
lIIIele"", and forbid the eating only of the laR. 

A certain Sign that all ~1ie(e AbRinences were 
taken from the Law of the Jews, is the Ordinance 
P}thlllfJrlls made concerning Funerals, and dead 
FIeth. He pretended that whoever approach'd a 
dead Perfon, or that eat th~ FJefil of dead BeaRs, 
was polluted. In this we find tJie exprds Words, 
of Le7J#ic"s, . and we fee P}thAgorllS haa penetrated 
into the Senfe of them. 

The fame R.earon ferves t6 decide the Difference 
there is among the Antients~ concerning the true 
Meaning of this Precept of P,thAgfJrlls, A~JI";,, 
[rfJ1II BeAnS, Some faid he abColute)y forbid the 
eating of this Legume; others pretend that far from 
forbid~ing it, he eat them himfelf, and that this 
Precept filould be taken in a figurative Senfe; in 
which thefe laft too are divided in tneir Opinions,' 
fome or. t~em affuring that lly Beaps PJth"l.orlll 
meant CIVil Imployments, and Offices in the Ma
~iO:racy, becaufe in E.leCl:ions and Judgments the 
Suffrages were given by t black or wliite Beans: 
~nd the other Pany' afferting, that by Beans the 
PhiJofopher meant only Inipurity.· . 

There is one Cure way to reconcile all there O
pinion,. In the lirfi:' place ~tis certain the EDpti-

"'" 

-
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• r",h"u- AIlS had an Abhorrence for Beans: Jf. HtrotiotHi ex": 
'lJ,nthBHk preOy tells us fOe The E.gyptians, . fays he, f,-w N~ 

J8ellns~ IIIIJ nrotr eAt 1"'1, tither rlfW or dre/I'd: 
The Prie./fs JAre IIIJt fo "'lICh III looi{. 011 them, IIt
'411ft the} ho/J this Sort of Pltlft to be tlllcl,an. c 

" The Uncleannefs of this Pulfe was not the on-
ly R.eafon' that inclin>d the EgJpti4ns to abfbia 
from them: They eat no Beans becaufe they knew 
the Nature of them to be fuch as Hippocrates tells 

ChilI. 1). us in the fecond Book of Diet ~ Be4ns~ fays he, 4re 
reftrillgellt, IUId breeJ WiIlJ. This was enough to 
run them down with a People fo careful of their 
Health as the EglPtulIs, who purg'd thrice a Month 
by.Vomits and Clyfiers, and wlio believ'd that all 
the Difeafes incident to Mankind,. proceeded only 
from the Food with which ,hey nouri1h' d tbemfelves. 

P}thAgorlll therefore took t~is from th~ EglPti
AilS. And feeing _all the Abfimences thefe PeopJe, 
as well as the Helirt'Ws, obferv'd, had together with 
the literal or proper Senfe, a Senfe that was figura
tive, 'tis very likely tha~ under this Comman({ to 
abfl:ain from Beans, there was a hidden Order not 
to meddle with Civil Affairs, and to renounce all 
Impurity. All the Symbols of PythAgorAS had a 
double Senfe, which tlie P}th4loteAIIS06ferv'd with 
the utmon Exatlitude. III ,th, SJ",boJicAll'rectpts, 
fays H~eroclts, >tu fit to obt} blth the littrAl IUIJ hid
Jen Senft: For 'til lI,t ;11 ~eillg obediellt to the [i~trAI 
S'llfi thAI 'We o~t} the "'}/I;CII[ Sellft, 'Which u the 

, principAL, IUIJ of greAte/l Import""". . 
,The literal Senfe of thefe Symbols, as of all the 

Legal Ceremonies, related to the Health of the Bo
dy, and the myftical Senfe to the Health of the 
Soul, Innocence and Purity. Thus you fee the 
Reafgns of the Averfion the P}thAg.r'A1IS had for 
'Beans> which was fo great that they would rather 
fubmit to be kill'd, dian walk over a Field where 
any· were {own. . ' 

~Tis 
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P Y T HAG 0 R A S. 
8Tis no doubt of-this hidden Senfe that we ought, 

to underHand the Story J""iblielU reports of one 
MIII/illl and his Wife r""'lcha, who could not be 
prCjvail'd on to teach l);I"7fi'!' the, Reafon of this
Averfion: Nay, TIt"'Jeha bit off' her Tongue with 
her Teeth, and fpitit in the Tyrant 5 Face, for fear 
that Torments might helve forc'd her to fatisfie his 
Curiofity, and thus to violate the fundamental St~
.tute of their Schoo), never to impart to the Pro
fane the Secrets of their notirine. Ant;! perhaps 
Jrom this Antiquity is deriv'd the Origine of the 
Proverb Rill in ure, NIt " tell _Tales ,., of Sch,;1. 
meaning, not to teach Strangers the things that 
none but the Fraternity ought to know. 

Pphttl.,r4s'had difcover'd this Truth, that ~en 
draw on themfelvcs their own Misfortunes volua
tar-ily and thro' their own Fault, on one hand by 
the Unrulinefs of their l'affions, and on the other 
by a fatal and wilful BlindneLS, which hinders them 
from feeing and laying hold on -the good things 
that God lays in their Way. and that are near at 
hand. A great Principle, jf this PhiIofopher had 
not pulh'd it on to the 6rR Life. which be pre. 
tended the Sou)s had led, and to the Choice they 
made before they defcended into this lower World, 
to animate mortal Bodies; from whence he -drew 
the Reafons. not only _of the different Ellates and 
Conditions of Men in this Life, but likewire of 
the Diftribution C?f Good and Evil, which -fome
times feem to be fo unjumy difpens~d. I know not 
whether P,lh.gor4s took this Error from the JnPs. 
or- the JnPs from him; but it appears to have been 
in J.au,~nd to have continu'd there to the ti~e 
of J efils ChriG. 

. He taught that Virtue, Peace, Health, all good 
-things, and even God himfelf were but Harmony, 
that aU exiftedby the Laws of Harmony, arid 

. that Friendlhip was only an harmonious Equality; 
. - . from 
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• 7he L I F E of 
from whence he concluded that the Legiilators and 
all ihat goveen geopk~ We~e eMig'd :aI~eys '%0 

Jabo~r to keep. uP, t~e Harmony ~ tha~, makes the 
Pehclty of prlva,~ nF'erfcees, ,ef hRllHe"S, end ef 
Stetes; end ,hat to ~his end they oUdht fp~e 
for nothing, but imp loy Fire and Sword to drive 
Dizdafe'5 the Yodd; fdnof%¥:ece the 
f1:anding; I ntemperaQce and ill Defires from the Heart; 
Diirenfi'5}ns eed Qeards YamiHes~ faiiii-

/ous and turbulent Minds from the Common-wealth. 

, tatien CQ~~~~s~a:;~!~;" :~:~~ee:ifpseek:s:} • 
Friend, and ne'lllr of a Friend an Ene",}. PoJJe[s 
*otJ;;ing es cuu:?n, eea;etAin ""ii oppeft 
Jnjl4{fict. 

"eand this ethet ChNft W?¥:h thet fte~'S 
"ejl; htrW rOllgh and diffieNlt flwer ii be~ CujffJ1ll 
will ren,fer It e"./I~ allFf ageelable. 

was wedded to the Dittetes %¥:f Reafi~,e, 
that no Toi]s, no Pains, nor even the greateR Dan
ges'S~ c?¥:nld llinder him f'em endes~ekieg ""fF"~ .. ,,,,,,· 
it requir'd of him, and that appear'd to be jun: 
T e know to to folle~ 
it at ang price~ was in him the Effea only of one 
and the fame RcdeGtien: Of ehis %¥:fe efFK
dell%' Prne"f, the folk"wifFg Pewicelar ?¥:f hi" Lifll, 

The chief Magiftrate of S}bAris, whore Namo 
WeS Te/Y'S, llevifF?¥: odlig'/Y hi;j; Cit?¥: to fiee 

· h~ndred of the ;ichefl: C,itizens, t~efe exil'd Syba. 
r,te'S renr'd ;j;n.Cneton" an?¥: RS:hitge et Fnnt 

· of the Altars, "Telp having notice whither they 
were Reii. gent ,llmdatrad"ers Ct'etoni?¥:tes 
de~anii ;j;nd "en ~heis ReffFfal to 
deliver them. to declare War againft 'em. The 
C},mcil of Yrote§ afiiemgled, and deliher};j;ed 
the Propofition of there Amhaffadors. The Senate 
aoh th} People not et %¥:fha;j; to . 
on; at length the Peohle, feeinh themfelve~ threat-



'P Y T H A 'G 0 R A S. 
en'd with a terrible War againfi: a formidable £n~ 
my, and who always prefer the profitable to the 
honourablt, were inclin~ng to -give up' the Exiles. ' 
Bllt PJthAgorils boggled not in the leall; he remon-' 
fhated to them how impious an action it would 
be to deliver up Men whom the Gods had receiv'd i 

jnto their ProteCtion. The C1'otonilltes all u once: 
chang'd their Opinion, and chofl!' ra,ther to (upport' 
a "'f aF againll the Sy""rim, ~han to ~3l' ~hemfelves' 
agaJDfi: the Gods, by fnat€hmg from their Altai'S I} 
Parcel of Wretches, who had there found a Place 
of Refuge. The SJbllrim aff¢mbled an Army of 
.. three hundred. thoufand Men. The Crotqn;IItei 
march'd agiin!tiem widi 'a hundred'~houfand Com
batants, under the Command of the WretlleF M,;.. 
I., who led them oh cloath~d in'a: Lion's·Skin, ana 
arittd with a Club like anothe\- Hlrc;'/es;having 
on:; his Head feveral Crowns he' had won itt 
1M, Oly.pick... ~am~s •. 'Tis pretended that '~his 
whllilfical EqUIpage. frighted th-e nnemy~ ,But be 
it as it wil" Valour got the better of Number,,; 
the S}""Tites were dlfeattd~ and' theW City ran~ 
fick'&and deftroy'd. Thus the bbld ,!and pious Ad
vice"of PJthAgoTilsi hI.hindi-ing the,c,.ol,nilltes from 
committing a Sacrilege, made thtm gain the moll 
fignal, Viliory tflat ever w.s heard of. 'Tis with. 
out'Example, that.in rhe Space of fe~'enty D,ay5. 
fo powerful a People"as the S,"Aritls lhould be ia~ 
tirely:dcftroy'd.. .' ~r . , ' : . 

. F . "C 
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He particularly recommended Chaftity and Mo- . 

d.eiy, he bJamta all Excefs in Joy and in Grief, 
and advis"d to bear an equal Temper in all the Vi .. 
ciBitudes of Life. 

Seeing the Dignity of Men is the Rate and Mea
fine of their Duties, he exhorted them aQove all 
things to know and refpeB: themfelves: And be
ClUre Prudence or wife Confultation is the Mother, 
the Nurfe, and the Guard of Virtues, as Teme
rity is the Mother of Vices. an.d· of all foolifh 
A~ions, he conunanded never to fpeak nor aCt any 
thing. 'till after a previous and mature Delibera
.wa. .. 
. He ·was of Opinion, that as the Phyfi~k tbltt 
CURS not the Diftempers of the Body., is· vain; . fa 
the Philofophy -that heals not .the Difcafes of tllt 
Soul, is ufelefs. And he ufull,Uy faid, tbat.totake 
I"ay Freedom of Speech, was taking away tho Bil:, 
terners from Wormwood, which is then go.od ~, 
nothing but to be thrown· oil the Dungbil. Thtfe 
Maxims had infpjr' d him with- a certain Severity I 
that made him apt to reprove Faults with IJUICA 
Shar.pne!S. A ~isfortune that happen'd. to hilD, 
cur'd hUD of thlS-·DefeCt: FOi bavms OD,Day re
primanded one of his Difciples in publick, in tPO 
{evere a manDer, the young .MaD till'd hilQfelf for 
Defpair. Upon this AccidelltP]tJw.rorAl made lome 
Refled:ions that were of ufe to him ~I the reA of I 

his Days, and he learnt that the Cure of Vice, as 
well as of filamefol Di(eafes, ought always to ·be 
perform'd in priva~e. From that Moment it neve~ 
happeD'd to him to rebuke any ~n in th,~ Prefence 
of'ano~er.but he was as mild and moderate in his 
CorreCtiooS,. as ~ehad beenrou~b a~d fe~cr(. ~aJ' 
this even gave him Occa6on to eiabiiA two Yo.. 
mu, that we ought nefti' to (peak or do any thing 
in Paffion, nor duriog the bOiling of (lur Rage; 
Ulcl tha~ we oug~t co ewe lIther to ~ 19(4 _ 

to 
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P Y T HAG 0 R' A S. .. 
to be fear'dj for Refpett follows Love, but Fear 
is attended by: Hatred. ' , 

I will not' here call to Mind all the excellent 
Precept~ of Morality PJthilg"ilJ has left us, be
caufe we fuall find them very well explain'd in 
the Commentaries of Hierotl,s.'· . 

I am of Opinion that DivinatiDn and all that ~ 
longs to it Du~ht to be cDmpril'd under MDrality, 

. becaufe they are a Part of the ReligiDnand .of, the 
P.oliticks .of Nations. ,which certainI~ relates t9, 
Manners. ' .. 

Of all the People of the World, the '.Eg1Pti_ 
were the moll: wedded tD Di,vinatiDn; they hacl 
invented an infinite Number .of PreCiges and AIl~ 
pies. P1thilgoTAS did not imitate them in all; and 
.of the many Ways of Divination that he founa 
ellablilh'd and practis'd among them, he retaiJid 
.only that which was taken from the Flight of Bir(fs, 
aod that which was form'd from o¥ f.ortuitous Words~ .""iehth; 

. Of all thofe that were made from Fire. he. pra&is'd Grcckse.U 
.only that which was taken frDm'the Smoke .of the KAlil", .. ,. 

L_ • MUth, La-Incenfe, that was burnt on tm; Altar. But It was tiasOmiDa 
not he 'that br()U8ht them into Gre;,,; for the. fira 
ind the laft of tlltm, I mean thefe that were taken 
from the Flight of Birds, and: from ,he ~oke .of 
Incenfe, were in ufe there IDng' befDre him, .as we 
fee in the Poems of H""tr,who. often fpeab ,.of 
the Flight .of Birds, and in the )aft BDok .of t~ 1-: , 

. ~ mentions- that fDrt .of 1 S.oothfayers WhD pre, tW'ht",'" 
dilled from the SmDke .of Incenfe. . , .. , l eMh .elol~ 

This PhilDfppher held that Divica,tiDn w.as a tT"OIolS. a., .of Light that GDd ca~s·d ~o fume in the ~ul 
QD OocdDn .of certain Objects.'.. ·-1· ; 

. The aDrieat Hiftoria", .of hisLi(~ ,preteo,d Ithat 
he was a· great Divine-r.; ~nd~o. pr~e it the~ till . 
II, t.lJet walking. ODe! . Day o~: tllC, J Sea-fuore . ;~4h 
(ever'" .0(. his' 'Friends and, Difciples~, aSK! feeiQg ._, 
VUfel coming f~ ~i1 ~oward~'~'he over~~rFl 

.. ' f.~ . !~~, 
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ne LIPE,of 
tome' of thofe . that were with him {ay~ they 
,fhould be very rich, if they had all the Merchan
'dife on board that VeIfel: To" wo"ld not be 10 rich' 
',~SJON imagine, faid PJthagorar, for JON 'WOltl.d hAW 
'only" dead BodJ~ Which prov'd true, for the Ver. 
,fe~ was bringing ba~k the Corps of a confidera?le 
~erfon, who dy'd m a Voyage, and was commg 
~o 'be interr"o in his own Country. 
. ;He likewife ptaffis"d the Divination that proceeds 
from Dreams, and'diftinguit1l"d Dreams into meer
Jy h~man and ~ivine, explaining the Caufes of the 
;TrUth of the 'one, and of the Falfhood of the 0-

. 'ther: For tho' the Interpretation of Dreams, as we)J2S 
that of Prefages.depends on divine Infpirations the 
~llptjAhS. neverthelefs gave Rules for it, anc! made 
it :30 S~ience, colfefring with Care, all the known 
Dreams and Pre{ages" and imagining that a~,-often 
as the fame things artiv"d, the Event likewife would 
be the fame.' But we may affirm, that Mankind 
is fo naturally inclin'd to this Superftition, that 
they have no need of Rules; for Fear and Hope. 
which never abandon us, make us interpret for or 

, tgainfi: oUr felves, whatever appears ex~raordinary 
and fupernatural. Accordingly we fee that in an 
times, Dreams and Prefages have been' explain'd not 
.Qn1y by PrieRs and Soothfayers by Profeffion, but 
L,y particular Perfons. The Hiftory of Antiquity 

'is' full of Examples of Men and even of Women; 
'who no fooner heard ,a Dream than they gave the 

Interpretation of it. In Homer, a Prodigy no fooner 
appears than the two, Armies explain ire ' 
I Idolatry was not contented to 'produce all forts 
oLDivination; it brought likewifeinto the World·. 
~~ -Illufion of Witchcraft., The fame Curiofity 
ana the fame Pride'that made Men de6rous tope
,J1etri~e and foretel the Decrees of. God, inclin'd 
th~ ~o ~ Defir-e df equalling his Almight~nefs. and 
df: IlDItitlng the Miracles he wrought by his Power. . 
• , , -- -- . --"':'" .. . .. -. Magick 

-' -.-

Digitized by Google 

, 



J.1 Y T H A (i. 0 R A S. ~, 
. Magick was originally of Perfot: 'Tis pretended 
that z,~rfJajJer compos'd a Treatife of it in twelve 
Volumes, in which he treated of 'the Nature anel 
Worfuip of the Gods, and of their Rites and Sa.:. 
crifices. But if Perf,. was the Mother of Magick~ 
Eg1pt was the Nurfe. 'Tis well known what the 
Magicians did in Emulation of Mofls by their In .. 
chantments and fecret Sorceries. The Heathens ot 
all times had fuch a value for this Sacrilegious Art, 
that moG of them have believ'd it would have 
been a' Blemifu to the Reputation of their PhilofoP 
phers, not to be Magicians; nay, 'tis likely tha~ 
they who have written the Lives of the antient Sages, 
thought thereby to equal them to thofe extraordi .. 
Dary Men, whom God rais'd up unde~ the Law! 
and under Grace, to make them the wonderful In~ 
firuments of his Power. and we JIlay fay that this 
pronenefs to Magick never reign'd more than in th~ 
lirO: Ages of ChriO:ianity. Mon of the Pagan Phi .. 
lofophers were addic9:ed to this deteO:able Art, that 
they might have pretended Miracles, to opp,ofe ~9 
the real Miracles of the Chrifiians. 

They being therefore Magici~ns tpe.mfeJves woul4 
have us b~lieve that the nrn Philofophers were fo too. 
to the end th~t in all Times the Vanity of the Hea:
~hen P4ilofophy mjght have wherewith to fupport 
its {elf againfl the Truth of Religion. APJd to t4il 
foolifu Envy we ought to impute all' that the an:
tienes, e{pecially Jllm~l;clIs and PorphJrills have re
l~ted of the Sorcery of P}thilgorll/, ,nd of the M~ 
racIes they afcribe to him. i . 

They fay that to make Men believe·he was the' 
!iJperb.oreil" .Apollo, he fu~w'd one of his Thighs 
all of Gold in a full Affembly ~t the OLJmpicl 
G.ames; that at the fame Games he had been often, 
feen t9 make an Eagle defcend to him, to· {peak to 
it a great while; and then fend it away.· That be 
made a Bear cOPle .to him, that did JJ1uch Mif': 

.. 'F 3 . chief 
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chief in -the Country of ApllliA, and that having 
~de much of him for fome time, and commanded' 
him never'more to hurt any living Animal, he let 
him loofc.; that t~e Bear retir'd into the Foreft~ 
never did the leaft' harm'to any Man, and (par'd e':' 
venthe Beans; that' he whifper1d but one Word 
,in the J:.ar of an Ox that was going into a Field of 
Eearis~ and that the Ox inftantly turn'd afide and 
took another Way. .' 
.. They report fe'leral other like Miracles of hi~, 

with as much ~uthoriry as the {ormer~' which gave 
occafion to fay, that Orphells had tranfmitted to him 
the Empire he had aver Bea'fb, with this difference, 
that what Orphells perform'd by the Virtue of his 
Harmony~' PJthAg.rAs did bthis Words~ . , 

To die fame Envy too we ought to impute what 
thofe very Hiftorians relate of ~he Javelin that the 
SCJthi"n. AbAr~s gave !,Jth~Dra~. 'AlIur'~ by ~he 
great. Reputation of our pllIlofopher, that SCJth,an 
,efc his Country to go fee' him. P}thAgorAs finding 
in him a franknefs of Mind. and a great difpoGtion 
~~ Philofophy, initiated him in all his Mynerie~, 
and .Abaris in token of his Gratitude f?ave him ;\ 
Javelin of a wondrous Virtue; 'for with it PJfhag •• 
rlls pafs'd in a Moment over 'the largeO: Rivers. and 
the moO: inacceffible Mountains~ "cabn'd theT em
pefts~ drove away the Plague, and appeas~d all the 
~courges of Heaven. 'Tis faid that by means of 
this Javelin he was feen on the fame Day at Met.· 
pont.m in Itlll" and at Tallrotllilljllm in SicilJ. ·tis 
not difficult to fee that the Rod of Mofos gave oc
ealin" 'to the FiB:icin of this Tavelin. But aU there 
JiiO:otian~, in telling their "fales, did not enough 
confider the C~raB:er of their Hero, who was na
illraJJy an Enemy to O{leination and ¥aiiI.ihew. 
and fo far from the lean: yanity, that in :til his 
~aions he avoided .that pompous Pageantry which 
,~ures the ED~y of Behol~ers, and even ~ade a 
r ,I". ~", ' '." Pre~ep~ 

• 
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Precept agaipA: Vain-glory, and left it to his Dif
ciples; nay, dtt Averlion he had for it, and wl1ich 
he would have~nfpir'd into others~ went fOJar~ 
that he once advis'd a WreA:ler to exercif.: himfeJf; 
but neyer to feek to overcome his Antagonift, look .. 
iog on Vr&ory as a Snare laid by Pride, . r at lea A: 
as a thing altogether ufelelS to Health, w rueh is the 
fole end we ought to propofe to our felves in all our 
Exercifes. Ti""" neverthelefs aecus'd him of Va
nity in thefe Verfet; Pythagoras th, M"gi&;"'~ who 
JfJ1J1I ""h;"l "", r."'g!.", - wh, IIjfifis II GrAvit} 
i" his Sp'''# I. illtie, M,n int' his Nets. • ' 

The Fable of PJthitg"'MS defeending into' Hell. 
comes likewife from die fame Source; and has no 
other Foundation, but that this Philofopher, afret' 
the E.xampl~ of Z.rujUr, Epi"".dlS and Minfll, 
who retir'd into Dens to avoid the Tumult of the 
World, and that they might meditate there in quiet, 
'fit ut himfelf up in a Place under GroUnd, that he 
might be the lefs 4iflurb'd in his Meditations, and 
in the Study of Philofophy. When he came out 
from this Recefs. he wd grown (0 thin and lean, 
that it was faid he came from Hell~ that is to ray 
from the Grave. In procefs of time, this Expref
faon was literally taken, And 'twas given out that 
he bad really defcended into Hell, as the Fables re
ported of H".,1IlI1 and VlyJfos. " 

I have already obferv'd that in the Days of P~ 
'k"l,r"l, Philofophy was Dot yet divide~ io!o. La.. 
gtdc, Phy6ck9, and Morals, and that thiS DlvIlion 
was Dot made 't ill the time of S""""s and PI", .. 
Before t~ all Philofophy was cempriz'd under 
the genetal Name ofPby6cks; however, toobferve 
fome Methoct hvill here treat feparately of all thefe 
Sciences, which at this Day make as it were (0 ma
ny dirtinc2 Parts ofPhilofophy, that I !DaY' difca.. . 
ver the Progtefs PJthrJ.,.", maele hi each of them~ 
We have already fCCIllD ~eneralwhat w~s his.T.he-

- - ," F 4- ology~ 
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ology, and what his Morals: Lee us now come to 
'his Phyficks. ' > , ' 

, 'Thf PhJ- Phyftcks or Natural PhiJofophy, prop~t]y ,fpeak-=Y- ing, was little cultivated before the feven Sage$; in 
• their time Men but bfgan to apply themfelves to 

it: Therefore PI"tarch aaures us, that· even then 
the Greek! were but raw and ignorant in that Science. 
Nor were the other Nations more exrert and ski).;. 
lui therein. Thus wecann~t expect to find in the 
D08:rine of PJ'hltgtlrlll, a very 1X>mpleat and regular 
Syftem o( Pilyficks; he valued not ~his Science e
nough to make it his particular Study; for he faid, 
,that Philofophy or Wifdom was the Knowledge of 
thofe things that may be truly {aid to exift; that 
the things that trufy exifl are the Incorporeal anci 
Eternal; and that all material and corporeal Things 
being bOm and (ubjeCt: to Corrupticn, are without 
Exift.ence. and by confeijuence- cannot fall with
in the compafs' of Knowledge. Neverthelefs, tho' 
what is am remaining of his Phyfj~ks, be perhaps 
but a fmall }lart of what he taught, we find in it 
very confiderable Difcotcries, 31ld Principles t}tat 
thew a profound Knowled,ge, and a 'great deal ()f 

.W;t. 
I He confider"d Matter as one lingle ,MatS, which 
by the different Con6gurations of the Patts produ~ 
coo the Elements. This he explain'd as fol
lows. 

of the five Figures of folid Bodies; which are 
.Iro caU'd Mathematical, all, hings were made: Of 
the C"l1e, which is a {quare Body with fix Faces, 
o~ Sides, ,,:,as. made the Earth; of the PJrAmia, the 
Fue; of the OaMarO", that is to (ay, of the Bo
dy with eight Sides, the Air; ,of the /co[Maroll, or 
Body with twenty Sides, the Water; of the DotU
eMaro., or Body with twelve Sides, the higheft 
Sphere of the Univerfez And in this P/Af. h"s fol-
Iovtd hjm. J 

, . 
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Tim.1Is of L.cris.has fully explain"d this DoClrine 
in the little Work, for which we are oblig"d to PLt-
'I.: And the Explication he has given of it agrees 
perfetl:ly with one that was given me by a famous . 
-¥ Math~matician, whom I confultedupon it, and· M. SaQ.;. 
who I am certain, had never read the T;m411s. veur• 
,This ingenious Mathematician explains it thus. . 

]ly the C,he pr EXAearon, Pythagoras intended to 
denote the Stability or Solidity ,ot the Earth; and 
by the Triangles that furround the Tetrludon, the 
oaAedr.n, and the Ic'ojAedron, the Fluidity of Fire, . 
of Ajr, and of Water. . 

The 7itr4,dron, by reafon of its Pyramidal Fi
gure, and its little Solidity, reprefents Fire, which 
is very tenuio~s, and very light and moveable. 

The OtiAedr.n, that' refembles two Pyramids 
join'd together by a fquare Balis, having more Soli
.dity, reprefents the Air~ which islefs light and 
Jefs fubtile th,lD Fire. This Figure by one of its 
Pyramids, approaches the .Ele~entary Fire, and by 
die other, the Earth, whIch It touches only by a 
fmall Point, that is to fay, from which 'tis loofe 
and disjoin'd. 
T~e lcofoedron, which is as it were two Pentagon 

pyramids, fupported on a Circle environ'd with 
Triangles, r~prefents the Water, which is more fo
lid and heavier than the Air, and that repofes Oll the 
.Earth that contains the three Triangular Ele
ments. 

LafHy. theDodecAldrfln, being form"d of twelve 
Pentagons, figures the highefr Sphere of the Un i
verfe ; becaufe befides that the Pentagon includes 
the other Figures, the twelve Sides include. the four 
<Elements, the feven Heavens, and the' Firmament. 
,!im~1IS, explains himfelf. almofr in the fame Terms~ 
~Dd what I have here fald may ferve as a Commen
taryon what that Author has written: But thisSy
nem is very different from that of Atoms, of 

. - -- -. 'whim 
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\IV hich UlICipptU and D,.mtIlS were the AIJ; 
thors. .., 

This Matter being thus divcrfify'd by the vari~ 
00$ Configuration of its Pam, {uffers continual 

• Changes, and furniJhes without cealing infinite Al
terations for the Produd:ionand Corruption of 
Things; and for this Reafon P}thAgor.s caU'd it 0-

t"er, and faid that from this otber,and from the 
. JAme. which is God, the World was made· a living 

and intelligent Animal~ by reafon of the Spirit that 
, moves and animates it. He taught that it was round, 

that the Fire took up the MidcUe Place; 'and,that 
the Earrh~ which was, round likewife, and one of 
the Stars, that is to fay, of ,the Planets, turning 
round this Centre, made Day and Night, and that 
it had Antipodes, which is a neceffaryCol'!fequence 
Q{ its being round.' , 

He was the firO: that diCcover'd the Obliquity of 
the Zodiack, and who acknewledg'd that the Moon 
receiv'd all he,.. Light from the Sun; ,thatthe Rain
bow was only tbe Re8exion of the Light, and that 
the Evening-Star, which is caU'd nllilS andPeJjer, 
was the fame with the Morning-Star, caU'd LIIeifer, 
and Phouhorlll, and he explain'd its Nature and its 
Courfe: But it does not appear that he ever knew 
that, like the MoOn, it borrow'd its Light from the 
Sun.. ' 

He firfl call'd the Univerfe K&a-[.'ol', MII.a.-, to 
mark the Beauty ~ tbeOrderand the R.egularity that 
reign mro' all its Parts. And this is the R.eafon 
wily in aU the Writjn~s that are more antient tban 
P,th"gorAS, we never find that Word imploy'd to 
lignifie the Univer(e. , 

He/aid, that Ti1/l:l 'WAS, th, Sph"., of thl IAI H, .. 
,f1en~ tbM COllt'"'" .11 things, to fhew that all things' 
,are wrapt up and included ih Time; and that the 
1dotion of the Univerfe is the Meafure of Timet 
'~hich begun wit~ this 'vilible World, and, as P/II-

t. 
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to fays, was created with the Heavens. to the end 
that being hom together, they might end together 
likewife, if they ever co~e to be dHl'olv'd. 

It appears that he was t4e 6rG. who tranfporting 
to the SurfaFC of the Earth the two Tropicks. ana 
the t"o PoJar ClIdes. divi4ed that Surface into five 
Zones. T~t which takes up the middl~ of the 
E.arth between the two Tropicks. he' caUtd thl 
"1Orr;d ZfI1Je; the two that are between theTropicks 
end the Polar Circles; he call'd the remperate; and 
the two laft, on the Sides of the Poles, he ,aU'd 
!he hi!.;d, or Froun Zflnes. And he beIiev'd that 
'onll diat of the Summer Tropick and that of the 
W mter Tropick were habitable, as holding the mi~
dIe Space be~w,een the extream Heat of the TOrrl~ 
Zone, and t~e exceffive Cold of the Frozen. 
. He call'ct the Sea is TeAr of ' Saturn: The two 
Polar Bears. th, HIIIIds, of Rliea: The PleiAdes, the 
LJre of th, Mllfls: The PJanets~ the Dogs of Pro
ferpine. And I' cOQfefs I am altogether ignorant of 
,the Rearons that gave, Occation to thefe Notions. 

Concerning the TeAr of Saturn, a learned Author Lucas ti 
~elieves this Ex'i>reffion was taken from the Fables 1lenius. " 
of 'the ]nus. who faid that each time that G~ 
call'd to mind the Calamities of his People, he fued 
'two Tears into the Ocean; but this feems to me: 
to be far ferch'd.' 'Tis ~ore likely that thefe are 
:Enigm~tical Expreffions, founded on fome antient 
fab!es, that we know nOthing of. 

I have already faid, that the Eg1PtiA1IS were the 
People of the World' the moG rueful of their 
Jlealtb; and this great Care th9 had of it produc'd 
a World of Phyficians, but {uch as having fcarce 
any Kriowledge of ~ature, founded Phytick only 
on Experiments, aDd regulated their PraCtice ac .. 
rr~ding to tlte p~bli~k C()neaiops had been' pre .. 
lefY • 
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, -n"les, Epi1l'Hnides and Pherecydes were the nrll 
w,ho beginning to Rudy l'olature, join'd Phyfick to 
Datural philofophy. They were philofophic;al Phy
ticians, who minded lefs the PraCtice than the The
ory, and who being beft pleas'd JO know the gene
ral Caufes of things. argu·d upon aU they difco
:ver'd. 

P}tiJAg.()rAJ foUow'd their -Example; he apply'd 
himfeJf to Phyfick, and we may fay his Difcove
ries have not been ufekfs to the PerfeCtion of that 
Art. He acknowledg'd the four Elements as the 
Caufes of the four firft Q!!aJities of Hot, Cold~ 
Moift, and Dry; which foon gave Occafion to the 
Difcovery of this great Principle, that 'tis not there 
firil: Qualities that caufe Difeares, but the fecond, 
the Sharp, the Bitter:. the Sweet, the Salt, and all 
the other Savours. This Principle may' be ~;ill'd 
the Foundation of Phyfick. ' -

He caU'd Drunkennefs, 'hI RII;n of H~lth. t'" 
Poifln of 'he Mind, IIIId thl Apprenticejhip of MAd-

. neft. He faid, that the Spring was the h~althieft 
Seafon, and Autumn the moft unhealthy. He con
demn'd all Excefs in Labour and in -Food, and 
would have an Equilibrium, and jufi Proportion 
obferv'd in either. 

In general he condcmn'd Love. A certain Per
fon asking. him when he might have to do with a 
Woman~ he anfwer'd, When tholl Art WIAr} of thJ 
Health. 

He held that Heat wa~ the Principle of. Life: He 
affirm'd that all Animals are born from Seed; and 
that 'cis impoffible that any Jiving Creature fitould 
be produc'd from an E.lement only, as is the Earth; 
whereby he deftroy'd the Syftem of ThAlls, who 
acknowledg'd only Water for the Principle of all 
things. - . 

- He taught that what forms a Man, is a Sub~ 
fiance that falls from the Brain, and. as he himfelf 

caU'd 
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~aIl'd it, "Drqp Df the BrAin, impregnated by 'a 
warm Vapour; that of the Subftancc are farm'd 
the Bones, the Nerves, the Flefh, and all the other 
'Parts; and that of the warm Vapour are form'd 
the Soul and the Senfe: For by this WArm Y"'DII.,. 
he meant only the Spirits; and to this purpofe he 
faid, that the Senfe in general, and the Sight in 
particular, were a very warm Vapour. 
. He faid that the Fretus is form'd in forty Days, 

,and that according to the Laws of Harmony, that 
is to fay, of the Mixture of the QgaJities, Otis born 
the feventh, the ninth, or the tenth Month; and 
that it has then in it the Principles and Caufes' 
of all that is to' happen to it during its Lift', 
which never falls to' anfwer the Harmony of which 
it is compos'd:· For, as his Difcipk: Tim4f1s'of Lo
tri J has {aid after him, Oflr DifiofoiDIIS ItS ttl Yir'~ 
'lie tlr " rice, (as to Health or to Sicknefs) CDm, 
rAther frDm 'fir PArents, 'Alld fro", th, Prillcipl~s Df 
whkh we Are com,,,s" d. thAII frDm Dllr fll-zm. 

Befides the firO: Divifion of the Soul; int9 Un4 
derftanding and into Soul, or fubtile Chariot of 
.,pc Soul, he! held 'another: For he taught that the ,~ 
Soul was compos"d of three Parts, of the Senfitivt"., 
of the Irafcibte, and of the Intelligen .. That the Sen ... , 
'rive and the Irafeible. which are 'common to ill !, 
Animals, 'have their- Seat in the Hearr, wh=re they" 
~the Principkt 'of rhePaffion~ 'clnd of rhe Sen- . 
fes;, aDd ~.h~t th.e Rational, which is peculiar to' , 
)1an, has its Seat in the Brain!) where it is the . 
Principle of 'the: UnderCl:anding. 'or the Under,,:'" 

, {booing it felf. 'That the twO firft are nourilh'4 ',' -
and.fupported by the· Blood; and that ReafollS' and ., 
Allguments are the Winds that keep alive the Fire .',' 
c)f the Intelligent Soul. . . _ .. '. 
. In Tim411S of LDcru, whom PlAt, has explain'd, 
we pJainly,fee, rhat Pyth"l",as underll:ood ~rfe~-. 
ly well the Caufes of the Health, aod of the Dlf-

" , cafes, 
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til / cares, botb of the Body and Qf the Soul. And 
indeed Hippo&rMII has faJlo~d moil: of his Princi-
ples, !lJ1Ci brought them to greater Perf~ion. . 

'Twas of PltiMgorAS that r,1IUII' learnt, that N~ 
ture has form d our Body as aD Inftrument, capa
ble to obey and' conform it felf to all thc'diiferent - . 
Kinds of Life; and that as this Ioftrumcnr. in order 
to its being in a ~ood Condition,oughtto be iDHealth, 
to have a Q!llcknefs of Apprehenfiont Strength. 
Eeauty, or a juft Proportion of all its. Parts; fo 
we ought likewife to adjuft and accommodate the 
Soul to the Virtues that anfwer analogically to the 
Q!!alities or Accomplilhments of the Body. Thus 
we ought to give it Temperance, which anfwers to 
Healdi; Prudence, which anfwers to QuicknelS of 
Apprehenfion; Courage, whichaDfwerstuStrength; 
and laftly Juftke, Which anfwers to tbe' Beauty 01' 
juft Proportion of the Parts. And that the Prio~ 
ciples of thefe Advantages of the Soul and of the 
Body come indeed from. Nature, but that the J.>ro
grei and- Perfettion of them come from Education 
and Care; thofe of the Body by the Means of 
Exercife and Phyfick, and thofe of the Soul by 
Means of Philofophy: For as PlAt" in the Begin
ning of his Commentary 00 this Treatife of r""... 
au, fays admirably well, • 'ThI Clllt"r, .f ,,,, we 
PATti of'lllhi&h 'III' lIri ,.".,'J (of the Body and 
of t.he Sool) i, ",;'11' to IMh ,hi FotJ ... M";'-
flU thAt Are ,roper fw it. . 

.... 1&- PJtNgorAS learnt Numbers and Arithmerick of 
t'~i. the Ph.nia"" Merchants, and found this Scierice 

fo wonderful, that he faid the Inventer of it was 
the wifeft of Men, and even above him who gave 

Names 

, 
Digitized by Google 



·p Y T HAG 0 R A. s. . 4. 711 
d Names to tbings. w1;aich nevertieleG he. regarclccl 
'" as art Effec9: of profound WifdolIle He made we 

of Numbers to e~1ain th~ Creation, and the Pri&-
i" ciples of aU Beings, as I have already obferv"d =. 

~or E~ample, he !aid tbat IhI So. a&14S " 1,1f-•• -
."i~ N"",IMr, MIll ,h,,' 1111 ,binl' r:eflmbt,d N"... 
~".s. :' . 

..A.r,;j .. ,I, .oppos'd this mft ~preOion, and. found.l~AiiD'u: 
,·thoufand Abfurdities in it, ooly becau(e he. took 'f:..'i 11M. 
,it literaUy,· as if PJt~go,."s' b~d meant, ~hat the: 
Soul was truly au UnIte,. a POint that mov"d, apcl 
~hang'd its Situalion: But this was in no wife th~ 
~enfe of our. Philofopher; who by that F~gurc 

I would onl}" ha" it undcrllood, th~t the Soul ~ 
'. ~O. lmp.-effion Qf the Divinity. and t~t beiDJ iI;n-

material, individual, an~ mc:wiog accordiog to its 

I ~Wn WiD. it rcfembled God himfelf; as when hi 
faid, that .u thingl r,ft_bltd N""",,,.s, be QleaftC 

nothing but this. th_ the Divillity was eafie to bo 
knOWD in all the Work s of N at ... r~ and thali God 
had as it wete ftamp'd his Image upon th~. 

P}thllg""/, or his Difciples. are likewife {tid to 
hav.e invented ·thofe numeral Notes or C~aChtrs 
which we call CJ,h'1'.I. the Invencion wher~f ., 
g~aetalJy afcrib'd to the Ar,,!JiAltI. YojJ,," has· {hewn 
them to ~ much older than they. wer, beli~y'd tq 

be, _dOMe HIIe', Bi{hop pf .A'll,."",htl, one of the 
ptQ{l, leal'ned Men of ou.r Age. has fuUy p~v'4 
that .thefe Cy~hers ar~ only the Grllk.. Lett~rs. (haJ 
ky. bttle and hal" have been chang'd and du6gur'd 
by ignorlnt Tran&:r~bers, or by ~ long Habitude 
of 'oftiting. which generally fpQiJ.s ones hand. "Tis 
heIie\!'d likewife that the PJthAgo",,,,,, knew the 
ten-fo~ PrORre:{lion. but my Opinion is~ "tis a 
Miftake.. 'Tis certain that the ten Fingers 6z"4 
heretofQfe the Calculition to ten,' and that they ro
peated it always- in filch a Manner. that by the Vl
~us Po6tioq o~ t~~ Fingers" and by the dFitfetenc 

. . IgW'~ 
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Plgtires in which they held them, they made them 
fignifie fometimes one, . fometimes a thoufand. This 
gave OccaGon to OrOlltlS, the S.on-in-Law of King 
Art4xerxlS, after he was fallen into Difgrace, to 
fay. That IGlIgs F4VONr:ittl lire lilte ONr Fillgers, 
which IIrl rmuJ, to be wDrth 0111 or Ie" Ihollj""a, 
iliff AS Wt "I,aft. But it can never b.e prov'd. 
that the Fingers ever arriv'd at this Progreffi
on, that feveral Cyphers being pJac'd together. 
the Iall: of'em is worth nQ more than it marks. the 
lall fave one as many tens as it marks, the laft fave 
two as many hundreds, and fo on to an Infinity, 
always augmenting the Value of the Cypher to the 
ten-fold of that which precedes it, according to 

. this Rule. VlIitl, Tms, HIIlIartds, Thollf-as, TeIlI 
,til Tholl/_ai. I fee not the leall: Foodtep of this 
Operation of Arith~etick in any of the· An~ients j 
ana as t beJieve the Prattice of it to· be modern, 
fo I believe the Reafon on which 'tis grounded to 
be unknown, and very difficult to be difcover>d. 

lI.hI",.. The Overflowings of the Nile confounded eve
tielts. G,. ry Year the Limits of Mens E,ftates. and leffen'd 
.tIII",. and laid wafte fome of the Lands: To the end 

therefore that each Mao might pay no more Tri
bute to the Prince than in proportion to the Land 
that was left him, 'twas needful to invent an Art. 
~hith by replacing every one in his Eftate, might 
al(o .precifely mark th~ Diminution' he had fUffer'd, 
:and this it was that produc>d Geometry, the In
vention whereof is afcrib'd to a King of Egllt~ 
that is to fay, to his Orders, and the· Perf ecHo. 
of it to P}thAgtJrlU. By this we fee that Survey
ing of Land was the firll: Element of Geometry, 
,and ·it ·mull: have been very antient in Eglpt. be
caufe we find it very well known and much pra
ctis'd in Grttel above three hundred Years before 
PJth4!'i'tAS. as we fee· in H,mer, who bas adom'd 
his l)ocms with Comparifons taken from that Art. 

. . We 
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. ,We know not how far PJthAgorasadvanc'4 the 
Mathematicks, there being nothing left us \Vhet~ 
hr to judge 'of the Progrefs that Art receiv'd by· 
his means. We kno\t only that -he apply"d him
felf hard to it, and that it was. he who found out 
and demonflrated, that the Square of the Hypo
thenufal Line of a reCfangular Triangle is equal to 
the two Squares of the two,Sides •. Nay, 'tis faid~ 
he was (0 far tranfported at t\1is Difcovery, that he 
'facrific'd a Hecatomb to the Mufes. 
. But how Jho:uld JI)thllgorAS faci'i~ce a hundred 
Oxen. who blam'd fo Ju.uch the excefIive Expen .. 
ces that...were us'd in Sacrifices.· and whofe Fortune 
-in all Appearance WII not in fo good a Condition 
as to enable him to do himfelf what he had forbid 
others to do ~ Cicero relating the.fame Story fays. he 
facrific"d bat one Ox; and llpdn this too there is 
one Difficulty· remaining. which i~, that P}thAto;
"rAI never -offer'dany' bloody SacrIfice; 'The lil" 

, . fiorians of his Life ohfe'rve. tbat at De/os he never 
pray'd but at ,the .Altar of .Ap~llo who prefide! ·o~ 
ver Births, becaufe that was. the only Altar that 
was not fprinkled with BI&>d; for t.hey wete'cau
tious' not to pollute by tli~ peath of Animals an 
Altar dediCated to Birth acd to Life. The SoIu-

. tion of this DifficuJty mull: be.taken from a. very 
antie~t LaW', \Vhi~h permitted td" offer. Vjdi~ 
made by Art, when they hld none that wet'e natu
ral, or that they were not .in: a "~ondition to ofter 

, : any fuch. .Thus Porpw,riill fays~ that P}thll!.orM 
effer'd an Ox in Sacribce, not a living Ox,. but 

'. one made of Pall:e; and Athen~HJ reports ill Jik~ 
;' manner, that,~mpeJocles, a Difciple of p}th.g~rM. 
. Jlaving b~eiJ crow~'d at the Olympicl{. Games,' di:.. 

Jl:ributed to thore who were prefeDt, an Ox .made 
. 'of Myrrh, of Incenfe, and of ,all fo~sof Aromatick, 

! . Drugs.' p}th~jOrAI had tak~n thiS Cufto~ ~roz.n 
l '~~?~t~. ~~~re; ~ ,~~~. y~ry GtIc:nt~ aqd ~ODUq~ du~ 
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we 'till the Days of HeroatitllJ, who 'writes that 
notwithftanding the Abhorrence the EglPt;Ans had 
for Swine, they immolated.. fome to BMchllS, and 
to the Mo"n, and' eat the Fleth of thofe VKiimf; 
and that fueh as were not in 'a Condition to get a 
Hog to faerifiee, made one o£ Pafte~ and after blvinl 
got it bak'd, they o1Fer'd it in Sacrifice, IS if it haa 
Deen a living Swine. ' 

This CuRom of the ElJpt;Ans may have been 
borro\y'd from the PhiliJIjlls~ who offer'd to God 
golden Rats. But 'tis very re~arkable, that it 
paCs'd out 'orEg1'! into the Indus, together with 
.leveral other Rites of the EiJptiAns and of the p)
t~ilgllreAnSj and is kept up diereeven, to this Day, 
is M. The71enot ob(erves 10 his Voyages of the 111-
Jies. ~aking of the Br4chmAns of Teleng., a Pro
vince of In~Oft4n" There is, fays he, lIi;other Dill of 
Rejoicing, IIpOIl which' tht) m4~ iI CAlf of Plljle" 
,j,hicIJ thq ft/I with Hone,]. MId the. Cllt its ThroAt, 
,lIIIa tellr it "'ttl pieces :1'he Hont} thlll rtmS (Jilt (Jf ;1 
rtJl!..tflnts the Blood of th~ Cilf" "d the; ,., thl' 
P"jle injlella of its Flefo. I c'IlIla lI;t ltllrn th, 0-

, rigill,lIl of this ·Ceremon) • . T,he Or.iginal of it is the 
fome thing I have been fpeaking of. That TraveJler 
Jikewife reJates, that in tpat Country there is a certain 
Dar in, the Yea. when the Brllchmllns eat the Fle1h 9f 
.5.w1Oe, but, in' private, for fear of Scandal. T~is 
too)s" a. Branch q( the superlHti~n' of Eg1Pt • .of 
~hlch Her"allfNS fpeaks~ . 

. M+It •. ~' P}thllg.rlls is "honour'd witll the ~vention 'of 
haniionical Meaftires;' arid 'tis related how. this hap
pen'd~, They wri~e~ that one Day. after he ha~ 
been; meditating ~ I~ng, while orr ih"e Means of. af
Jiffiipg. ~he Hearing;,¥ he had already found,oQ.t ways 
,tl>ald an~ afI'uredie ~jghl'. by the Rti1e~ theCompa(~7 
d,le'Afrrolabe. and. oilier Inftruments, aQd the Feelina 
~y.. the ~alance and; 'by Meafures~, 'be ch~cd to go, 
., a SmIth's Shop, an.a. heard ~yer¥ Ha~~,;rsof 

.. lu;erenl: 
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. . •• PYTHA·GORAS. • ; 8 J 
different Sizes, beating Iron upon the Anvil. He 
was mov'''' with the Jimnefs of the Harmony" and 
going into the Shop, he e~min'd. the Hammers and 
their Sound in regard to their Sizes; and being re
tum'd home, "" he made aD InRfllmeat-On the Wan 
of. his Chamb.er, with Sta~s that (c:rv'd for Pegs, 
and with Strings of an equal Length, at. the end of 
which he ty'd different Weights) and by arikinf!' 

, ' . -. G l. fevenl 

\ 

* S,.,."l 4111_1 .• ' rrliU,J this E;rpwimtlll ,f Pyt~ 
ras, III II "i:"tilin Trllth. Gauilcntius i" his HAr11»1Iiclll llllrO
JNlii,n, pllg. 13 IInJ 1+, . Nicomachus in his.HAl'11»niclIl Mil-, 
"..1, ltHIt I. Macrobius, Book 2.. Ch"p. J. Boetlus i" hiI 
fHDflll JIHi tlf JlII~It, ChAp. 10 • ..bJ Jamblichus ill ,. sl#b 
c •. PI ,ht Lifo ,f Pythagoras. TIM AI_til ." JiuiJtJ "I
.. ihU 41,,;,.: FAth,r Merfenne in his fo-rth ~HIt of H4""'1I1. 
"!Jl in his Pbtfie41 41IJ MAth,mAtic41 06/tr'IJlIl.ionJ; II1IIl F41hfl 

,P'abri In his PhJfielts, Tom, 2.. BoPlt 2.. tIIllint"m thllt Ihis E:tp, .. 
rillH1It·iI flllft, " 

KirchcJus 1Ijf""s III II, hliJ lif tI it -/ilf. .. J foIIIkI II,. 
IN 1P'./Ilrlll, Th'ft . ." his vII'} w,rtls; . Mufurg. univerfal. 
li6. 9- Mulicam tiythagoricam,. /1I1s hr,. ad MaUeos conftitu .. 
tam, divems in ms, coram diYerfis Principibus, tanto omn~ 
PJiufu, k.AdmitatioDeexhibaiJi{us, ut ejus repetitione vix uti
ari pofli:viderelltUr. W~ haFe made.Jn feveral Places, and be .. 
fore . f~~ Prino:s •.. the Experimaot of thePythlls"t"" Mu
fick with Hammers. with fo great Applaufe and with fo much 
SUcCe~. that, ft.tuclc with AlIllIiratiOll. they COttId farce bet 
~JifJ!d . With the llepetirion" of it. . ~ 
J~ &:otus m hfs .,.t,ollRlilJ,,/41144Sidt, PATts. 'HU~ 

/tnil m his llyir"licopnlumAtic4/ MlChllnicitJ, P"rt 1. IIpprD1J" 
.. h/lf. Kircht.rus /11]1. 4'111 bl4m,s thDft 7I1ho hllll' J/If" tI til lIeelifo 
,hi¥ E"~~ 'i1lJfhootJ.· . '. 

11 Ji,u nft, UiJng ftl til, til' JI4iJr tbis ~rml' I I ~ 11 
t.' Ibtfo. '(IIho 1ft, tlfr"',~" still J i" M~ i .nJ.",i/J &fml,,,, "" 
ft.lf1~ /i!,Y, I ~kAt it 6".s .'IIIry 4f'''. h'Wtn'tI" Il'dt lhings thAt 
1i40Uf f.'In.. thought folft ,,, I/J~ .Ant/lntS' h4'11' pr~ J tp I" v,ry 
1,., ". -AbJIIt thl 1-"" •• ~ . .,,;u DfIm, I ,,1M ;;'1 ""11' k. 

! lil'U'J th.t· !"tII this *q",., Ib", m,JJ h4'f/l rtfolt,J jI,,-
. ''!''~, .. ~Jielt IU /J1AI1J/ ,~irdJ4:rus_ 7his. bt~or. (mm III 

blf¥#. I)H~-Jo1lf .~Pyt!tagOJai him/tlf; '!Pho,. if. I mlftA/i, nol. Ii'" ru, i~ Ihiiftl*jlt1t 1,,1;[0" th, PlIlI[NrI,tllat jlllttll'l Ih~ 
"Ji;'~," --.",,'fo"~I~ NII'*Jj",. af ~,~, - ,III rtI.:tt- .f 
... ~ f"''''li''''~ 
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{everal of thefe . Strings at once, he form'd different 
Ton~ and th~reby learnt the Rearons Q[ this,dif • 
ferent,Harmony, and of the Intervals that caus'd 
it. And upon this he made the famous Canon of 
one lingle String,· which was caU'd. The CAIIiJ" 'f 
Pythagoras, on which.,be mark'd all the harm09i. 
cal Proportions. This was the Canon which IonS 
after, his Son Ari",,,tjlMs, having got .. it ingrav'd 
on a Plate of Brafs, .confecrated to the T tmple of 
J.", at SAm.s, and the fame that ope SiTI.I!,st9.Qk 
from ~hence, and gave !t back again afterwards u~-. 
der hIS own Name, as -If he bad been the lIIventor 
of it. 

PJthAf.orAs had a v.ery particular Opinion con
cerning Mufidu which neverthelefs the Mafters o~ 
that Science, after they have duly weigh'd it, will 
lind jon and reafonable. He condemn'd and re
jciCted all J ud-gment that was made of Mufick by 
the Ear: bccaufe, fays PI.tArch, in the Treatife of' 
Mufick~ he found tlie Senfe' of H~ring to be al .. 
ready fo weaken'd and decay'd, that it was np lo~ger 
able to judge aright: He would have Men there- ' 
fore judge of it by theOnderftanding, and by the , 
analogical and proportionable Harmony. This in 
my Opinion was to ihew that the Beauty ofMu- . 
:lick is independent of the Tune that firikes the Ear. 
and confifts only in the Reafon, in the ConforlJlity~ 
and in the Proportions of which the Underftanding 
is the only Judge~. " . • . . I. 

As to wliat he fald, that the Sen(eofHearmgwas 
become weak and impotent~ it agrees with tliis, 0-

ther Affertion of his. that the reafon why Men did 
_ Dot hear the Mufick ofthe Univ~r{e, was ~heweak .. 

oefs ,nd imbecility of their NatUre~ which'tpeyhac1 
corrupted and fuffer"d to degenerate. 

He Iook'd on Mufick asa great advantage to 
Health, and made ufe of it· in the Difeafes of the ' 

:Body as w~U as of t~ ~oul j f~ ~ ~~~ ~~ h~:' 
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him, perfett Mufi~k isa Compound of Voi ces and of 
iDllrumental Harmony. The Voice alone is more per
fea than Inftruments alone; but it wants one thing to 
compleat its Perfeaion~ and that one thing is Har
mony: And Inftruments alone without a Voic.e~ , 
yield only rambling and extravagant Sounds, which 
mq indeed move and affect the Soul. but cannot 
infirua nor fohn the Manners, which ought to be 
the chief end of Mufick. Ho,;,er feerns to have 

. taught P}thAgorAI this Truth: For he never reprefents 
Achillel play iag oBly on the Lyre .. but Gnging to his 
,Lyre the E.xploits of Heroes. Thus you fee why 

. ~of all Inftruments this Philofopher approv'd only of 
the Lyre. and us"d no other; above all he con
deQUl'dthe Flute, as having too violent 'a Sound, 
an<\ being more proper to fwell tl~e' Soul to Rage .. 
:thaO to calm or ,bate the PallioDs. that I may ufe 
the ,Words of Ariflotlt, ~ho, as well as PlAto. em
brac'~ the Opinion ~f Plt~Agor4s, and after having 
,told' the ReafoDs of It, which 3re aU, taken from Mo
rals, he a£rures, tha~ ,the Reafon why Mi1ltrV~ con
demn'd the Flutt', was not fo much becaufe It de-

• forms the Vifage of thofe that play on it, as be
,caufe it contributes not in the leaft to 'form the 
Mind and the Manners. 
, A,.i/l,xen", writes, that PJthAf.orAI was the firft 
who brousl!t Weights and MeaTures into Greec,: 
'Bat. the TeftimoQiesof Antiquity it felf wUl evince 
this FaUhood: The Poems of Homer are, enough 
to fatisfic us tha! Weights a~d Meafures were know9 
in. Grt'" feveral Ages before PJthAf,orAs. 

In the Time of this. Philofopher Logick w.as not lAgielt. 

,yet a Part of philofophy. N 0 Rul~s were yet made 
to reduce Reafoning into Art. for theybeliev'd it 
as natural to Man as Speech. The neceffity of this . 
Art' was neverthelefs foon difcover'd; for about 
th~t time the Sophifts began to appear, and make 
an ill ufe of Reafoning to Oppofe even Rearon it felf; 
- :~ " '. G 3 ther~ 
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therefore the Difciple of PythAgorAs, who madethe 
goldel) Yerfes, gives this Precepr. 'There Are Amonff.1I 
. .Men [everAl WAJS of ReAfon;ng, good And bAd. .Ad~ 
mire the. not on £ight Grounds~ Ana'reject them nit 

.. n,ithtr, If an} FIIlJities are adVllnc'd~ 6e cAlm, amI 
.rmthJ je/f with 'Plltience. Thefe were all the· 
Precepts of Logick we find itt tha~ Age, as like
wife among the Hehrews in the Days of S%;""';, 
who contents himfelf to fay i~ the (arne Senle. and 
with. the fame Defign, ThAt l7I!r] Sc;encewithoflt 
EXllmin4l;on and Proof [er71es Olll] to aeceive. No 
Method was yet· mark'd out, no Rules prcfcrib'd, 
hut only general Cautions given to diftruR the R.ea
{onings ofMen~and to inquire into their Solidity, that 
they might direern Truth from FaUhood. Thefe 
Cautions produt'd at length the Dialetticks, which 
is the true Logick. As the Sophiils increas'd in 
'Number, and gain'd Credit, Men apply"d them .. 
{elves the more to the Study of DialeCticks, that 
they might be able to oppofe their fallacious Argu
ments and hinder their Progrers. Thus you fee 
why SocrAteS cultivated that Science partIcularly, 
and why. Pillto brought it .to PerfefHon, and' even 
order'd the Stuay o( it. However they gave nei .. 
·ther Rules nor Precepts, but taugh~ only by Ex .. 
amples; and a.s . (A) Ariftotle fays. ,1"hq tA,,:"t not 
,he Art, bl4t {he EffiCl of the Art; diat is to fay, 
they taught the Practice without' the Rules. ,Ze,,~ 
.of EleA (lid indeed find out follie Syllogifms, like 
the Quirks of School-men ; but all this was not capa"! 
hIe of drawing the hrn Sketches of that 'Science. 
The honour of futting Rearon into Rules, if I may 
be allow'd to ufethat Expreffion, was referv'd for 
ottIrijiQtl" the Genius of the World .that was molt: 
fapable to reduce into Art the Prattice of thofe 

, .. ... .. that 

_ .. ! 

(II) "OU ,g TtXJIJI', b.A,. Tcl'~ -I- T~X.'''S ('11'~,1Is! ~; 
"fbi!, f."~' ;. J+' . . ..... 
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. that. had gone bofor. him, and ·to (onn R.ules. trom 
ElWllples. Thus the abufe that had been made of 
Ratiocination pwduc"d Logidc. an4that tQO at a 
time when there was moa: need of it tofup~rc , 
Truth and Iuftice againft t~e Efforts 'of Sophi
Jlers. who taught Men to oppofe and relill them. 
But it wouJd be the Subjec9: of a Jarge Work to 
defcribe the Rife, the ProgreJS, the Perfed:ion, and 
dle Jan: mod~lling of LoJick: I Le~ us therefore ~ 
turn to P}thAgartU. 

His Application to aD thefeScienccs hinder'd hi. 
1I0t from cultivating and improving Politicks, which 
was tlmoft the fole Occ:uPJtio~ of the firft Sages. 
He fupported it on its true foundations, which are 
Equality and J uruce. Thus among the Works that 
are cited 'of him, there arc DQt only Book. of Phy
licks. and of Precepts of Morality, like thofa con
~'d in the goldep Verfes, but whoJe Treatifes qf 
Politicks.. 411 thefe Works· are Joll; but the Ca. 
paci.ty ot his Mind . and his great Parts could never 
have 'been fo vilible in his poJitical Writings, as they 
are in fhe great dlings he~rfonn·d. We may bet .. 
,ter jud~e of the Wifdom of thofe who' give Laws 
to N.atlons, 'and who eftabIilh Rules for ,the ~ 

• vetnmeDt of States. by their Adions than by their 
Words.' The .Wife is not only happ)" himfeIf, 
but renders thofe happy too that hear' him. Hear 
then what P}*I.,rtU did; he deJivcr'd feveral Ci .. 
ties of It.1J and of S;cil, froll) the Yoke of Slavery. 
be: appeas'a Seditions in fevt:ral Others; he refior'd
Unio,-aod Quiet in an in6nite number of FamiJies 
that were torn to pieces by Difcord and Diifentions, 
and he foft~n'd the Manners, and brought to Tem
per the moll ravage and Wlruly' Humours of {eve
ral People, and of fevenl l'yrants. His Wifdom, 
his Mildile{s and his Jullice were like freJh and d~ 
'ligbtful Breezes, that cooJ·d. me Warmth of the 
ntoil pdlioDate. A TyraDt:,of Clnt.t.wip .. in ~;,#} it 

: , G.+ ' ,,' W.aI 
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• 
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7he L I p+E of 
. was (0 tOocb'd with'his Difcottrfcs, 'that he not'on:-

, ly Illid' down th.e Tyranny, but Llripp'd himfelf 
likcwife of ~U his'Riches. one Patt whereof he gave . 
to his Sifter, and the other to' the City, rcferving 
"for himfelf only Neceffaries" to Jive in the Condii.. 
'tion of a private Man. . . 

.. Ph,,/Aris of Crere, ,the Tyrant of S;,;[" and the 
moll cruel of 'alJ Tynnu, alone refilled the Re:
lrionllrances of Pyth"gtWlIs,' who went to his C,ourt 
in hopes to reclaim from his Vices, and to bring 
~ck to Piety aJiJd Rearon' this impious Man. who ' 
made his People groan under the moG infupport
ible of all Slaveries. He fpoketo him with much 
freedom and efficacy, concerning the Worthip or 
the Gods, the Providence from which the wicked 
-nn never efcap~ and the horrid Enormities ofTy. 
:ranny. PhAlllris., unable to ~ndure the Truths tliat 
~ruck him wi~h fo much Dread. tho' they wanted 
'Energy to make him amend his Manners, Bew into 
9 Rage againR: him, and againR: the StJthill1l .A""'" 
'ri s, who was with him, and I hreaten'd to have them 
put ~o death. p}thllgorAs was not in the leaR: dif .. 
may'd wi~h the ExpeCl:ation of dying, but continu"c! 
to talk with the fame Freedom to the Tyrant,who 
grew 'but the more obdurate. Yet tho' the Rea-. 
(ons of Philofophy were too foft to make any Im
preRion on the flinty Heart of that Montl:er, they 
nad ftrength enough to reanimate the Cretlllu, and 
to revive their Coura~e that had been lhlnn'd by 
. Tyranny. In thort. PhalAr;swaS' kill'd on the fame 
Day he had order'd for the Death of Allp;1 and 
,of PythagorAS. ' " 
" ' Befides, 'tWas a mighty Honour to this philo(o
'Pher, to have fo 'many ~reat Men come out of h~ 
School. as ArchitAS, L}jis, Empedocks, 1i1lUllS. B

'picharmtls an~ many others, among whom. is reck-
:on'd even his Slave ZlIIIHlxis, whOw~ Ii'ThrMiIIII; 
, and who iJllpto~!ci ,himfdf to that Degree uqder his 

" ,i ,: :. Mdler" 
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l\4.atm, that hewasclcfervedly chofcntog~veLaVis ... 
to his Country; . " : : . 

There wtre likewife two other wife- LegiOatos 
• bred in the fame School, CIMrDndAs, :who govem'd 
. the City of 7ih1R'l""" ana ZIIkIlCIU, who ga¥e 
Laws to that of LDt;ris.' The Reader will not per
hips be difpleaid to fee here fome Strokes of the 
Wifdom of thofe ·nro P1t~(Jr"'. ' 

CIMr.,1IIiAt put out from thC CQlIIlCiJ, all that had 
~iven MothetJoin .. Law to t11eir O,WI) Children, fup,. 
-poling, and perbaps with llealOn, dlat, feeing, they. 
had done'that Wrong to thofe that ought t~ be fo 
dear totheD!,. they would be vHy likely ~ do 
Wro~g to their Country DY ~iv.ing it iII Advi--

. ~es. \ . 
. . As. notlaing contributes moreta the Corruptioo 
of Manners' than the frequenting the Vicious, be 
made a Law agaiBa: ill Companies, :infQQlueh tbit 
a young Man who haunted any fueh, was compeU'd 
. to. wfwer for it before the Magiftrates, and pumth'~ 
as for an ill Aaion. . . 

H;e was'tlte fira: who app<?inted Mallers for 
·young Men, to be paid at the Expenee of the 
PublicL " 

. But his Law coneerning Guardianfilip is moa: 
of. all cry'd up. He ordain'd that the Efiates of 
Orphans 1hould be adminitl:er'd by the next Rela· 
tions on the Father's fide,· and that their Perfon and 
the Care of their Education fhould be trufied on
ly to the neareft Relations OD tLe Mothers fide": For 
. the Life of the Orphan would be more fecure' in 
the Hands of tbofe who c:ould. Dot pretend to h~ 
:E.{late; and his Eflate would be manag'd with 
'morei Fidelity and Care, by thofe who were to 
.fbcceed him in it, and were not Mailers of hi~ 
Penon.. . 

Z"kllCh"j. after he .had QhQrted his Citizens in 
~a;ae~ to Piety; t~~ Migill:rates to' Jufi:i!=~ and 

not 
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- .nat co be biafi~ Pt ~hcir Judpents either hyHi • 

tred at Friendfhip. and each private Perron tG bcp 
• . good Confcience, 'newr to do any harm to any 
Mao, aDd to have no lailing Quarrels. but to re
~ard an Knemy as a. Mao that ftlight become their 
Friend. in all which the DoCtrine of PJthAgorAs vi. 
fibly appears, apply'd himfelf chi¢By, as his Ma
fier had done before him, to refrain Luxury, . up
on which he made the following Law, which has 
been thought very remarkable and' lingular: Thllt 

. 110 frl~Wo711AII CArr} 'With hir IIb07l1 0111 S1a7l1. tm
lifs fb, bl drHIIJu thAt fbi 11171" go OHt of thl Cit) 
ill th, Night, Hnlifs;t bl t, commit. Adultery; thAt 
fbI 'Wlllr IIeither Gold IIor Embroider" Hnlefs foe 
milk! Pr0ftfJioll of beill!. A Wh,rl; thAt the Men 'WIll,. 
"0 Gold Rings. 1101' rich aollths. un/lfs rhe) 'Woulli be 
tAk!n for Debauchees. He prefum'd none would be 
impudent enough to make publick Profeffion ofTur
pitude. or to bear fa lhameful all Evidence again£!: 
themfelves in the Face of all the' Citizens. 

As nothing more fecures the publick Quiet, than 
the Maintenance of the Laws, to hi{lder his Citi .. 
zens from taking a difiike to thofe they had re
ceiv'd, and from changing them without a neceffi
ty prov'd by the moll plain and evident Reafons, 
he ordain'd that whoever werk about to annul an 
antient Law, and to propofe a new 'one, lhould be 
brought into the AffembJy of the People with ~ 
Rope about his N er}c, and there relate io particu
lar the Inconveniences he found in the Law he 
would have abrogateci, and the Advantages would 
tcfult from that he defir'd to ellablUh; that if he 
were in the right, he (houJd' be hOOour~d and re
warded as a Father of his Country, t~ love where
Of no Danger ought to {lackel; but if he . were 
judg'd to be in, the wrong, be fhould be iraogrd 
jmmediately IS • DiAurber of the pilbij~e. 

Wt: ,. 
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; 'We')avellready, feen bow great Refpea 'lthlf
prill ha4 for . Marraag~. ~e regarded that facr.ed 
lye nOfonJ'y as' • Union neccfTary to the C$overA
mmt, hitt Ulcewifc as an Aa .r Religion: For he 
fi~d that Men "'. ere. obtig'd to I .... s~ ~ 
hind thetn to hOllOur the ~d" . to t theIr 
worOtip' miJrht b~ continu'd from A Age. 
He marry'&' at Cr,II" , ThI""o" Daught of 
~''''till.S, one of the Chief of that City. He 
had by her, two Sonf, Ar;",,,ejltu and ·TtIAlll". 
This laft fucceeded his Father in his School; aad . 
was the Mat'l:er of EmpedtJcul. He had likewife 
one Daughter, whofe Name wu DAI1Io. Both the 
Mother and the Daughter dHlinguithtd th~mfe)vet 
by their great Learning. but more by their Vir. 
fues. In the-Ceremonies of Religion, they Were 
always chofcn, the Mother to lead up the ' Choir 
of tlie Women, the Daughter that of the Virgins. 
They report a Saying of the Mother thac defen-es 
to be recorded; the was ask'd, in how many Days 
rime a Woman would be 'pure after. baving had to 
do with a Man ~ She anfwer'd, If it, be with hw 
H"sbllllll, Jhe;s "Me ;mmeJiAte!J; if with- A""her 
MAlI, jhe ;s deftl II for kttr. 
, The Daughter writ an excellent Commentary on 
H,,,," ; but all her fine Compofitions are not fo 
h'lnourable to her. as tho. R.efpeCt {he had to the 
laft Orders of her Father. 'Tis faid that PytHAl'" 
rAS had given her fome of his Writings with ex'" 
prefs Commands not to impart them to any, bue 
thofer of his own Family. DA1IU was fo fcrupulou~ 
Iy obedient,. that . even when the was reduc'cl t~ 
extream Poverty~ the r'efus'd I great Sum of Mo-o 

• ny was offer'd her for them i cliuling rather to be 
poor and 9~ the WiD of hef Father, than to t.e 
rich hy Difobediente to his Commands. 

" What I nov fay concerning the Works of PJ. 
t~~or~s, is Fontrary to what fome /lntients havde 
, atrur' ~ - . 
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a9."llr'd, , that he never writ any thing~ P'lMtllrch 
himfelf is of this Op:inipp~ wh~n he (ays in the Life 
of Nil",., that the PyJ\lagoreaqs w'lIld ,""no ,'JU1'it" 
'htir: Precept/, "", c.nt.ea themjelfJel.l' f,,,,h the. 
~ W,ra 'f M •• th, I. tb.ji the] th'lI/.hl ')11mb] t, 
Iellr" th..9!! i l"liefJing it IIIither 6«""';"lllllr h.",IIT-: 
.],J" tilt MJ./Ierill fo fMr'. fi.lI/a ,/'e difJlIlg'J ", 
lie" CbArAa",. But this Opinion is contradia:ea 
~y A~thorities that are not to be defpis"d:, Nay •. 
'tis ' certain PlIItMch is miftaken. The P,thllg.re4IU 

• ""rit their Precepts; Were not ~heir Symbols made' 
pub!i~ ~ Indeed they did not explain them in ~heir 
~rlf1ngs, but only by Word of l40uth to their 
Dlfclples. Ph;bJlMn was the firft who galre the 
Explication of them in the three Volumes" that 

• JlIIII; ,.lJu" bought fo; a hundred '" M;ntl~ by the Ad
t::!.1I1Il vice of PlAt., who ~t by that means to refieve 

I.· Jb.~ e.xtieam Pove"y of Phil,lAlIS: And thus we 
ought to underftand'the Words, of Di'ge,"1 ~ 
~;~/: 'Till,hI DII}s U,Philolaus, it. Will n.t permit~ 
led ,. It...~ 4"1 D.fJri'!.e of Pythagoras; 'twAS he 
~h, jirft p*blijb'a the ,three 1""""1 rolll",,1 thllt 
~Jato cAIIs'a to ", "'''l.ht f.r A hll"area Mines. He ' 
means. it was not· perm~tted to Strangers. ' 

As to the Works pf Phyficks and of Politicks; 
that are citec;l of P,lhAg,rAs. 'cis very difficult, or 

- impoffihle to determine.whether they were his o. 
his Difciples! For thefe .Iaft may very likely have 
imitated a Cufto..- t~at was in Egll' : When any 
Man had compos"d a Wo.rk, he was oh~d tp fub
mitittPth~Cenfure of thePrieLlsappointed for that 
Examination; if the . Work was aperov'd of, "twas 
written UpOIl Columns without ~he Name of the 
Author; and a11 thefeWorks were afc;rib"d to Her- • 
lIltS and ALpc",.), the God who pre~des over 
Sciences. It may likewife be, that the brft Difci .. 
pIes of PJlhllg.rlll never fet tlleir Name to their ' • 
Writings, ana tbat they .af~ib:d them aU to their. 

.• . Maller, 
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Malle •. as. to him from wlaom they had receiv'd 
them. ,'Tis uni; this Cullom. which' ihow'd lfQ 
lOuch'Refped, Idled not long, kn€e we fee that 

. . ArthitllS, EmptJotlts, Si,..";,"/, and Ti",."s; put' 
·their Names to the Title oE.their Works. 

However it ,be, 'tis certain that whatever was 
written by the 6rll Difciples of P"hAg,"As, ought 
to be regarded as the Work of hlmfelf; . for tlier 
writ only his Opinions, and that too to religiout:. 
Iy, that they would not change the lean Syllable, 
refpeding the Words of .their Maller, as \he Ora .. 
des of a God, and alledgiog in Affirmatio~ Of the 
Truth of any Tener, only this famous Saying, H, 
flid fl. They were fo prepolfefs'd in his Favour, 
.that his Authcirity alonr, dio' 'dellitute of ~e~fOJl, 
pafs'dwith ·cm for Reafun it felf. . 
Noth~ could equal the Refped: they had for 

him. Tiley look'd 00 him as the moll perfea: I· 
mage of GOd among Men, and he preferv'd in the . 
Minds of his DiCcipJes all the Majelly of that, eli
'vine Image •. His Houfe was call'd the Temple of 
Clres, and his Coyrt-yard the Temple of the Mufes j 
and when he went into Towns, 'twas raid he went 
thither, 1101 t. tlACh Mm, b", to htAllhnn. Who 
would not believe that a Man fo much honour'd • 

. and fo- much refped:ed, and whofe fole, Bubnefs. it 
had always been to 40 good to others, would hav~ 

. enjoy'd a quiet old Age, and found a happy End ~ 
"But thefe. Bleffings the Heralds of Wifdom are not 
always to exped:. The Corlilptions and Injullice 
of Men promife them more Croifes than Tranqui-
lity. ., 

PJlh4f.1rI11 was perfecuted in the laO: Years. of 
his Life~ aDd dy'd a tragi cal Death. See here the 

. Beginning and Source of his Misfortunes. 
There was at Crot." Ii young MaR caU'd 9/,,,

whofe Birth, whofe Ricbes, ana the great ,Inte'reft 
of .his F~mily. had fo putr'd, ~UD up with, Pride, 

. . . ... : that 
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that he beliov'd lie filould ., ·111 Honour: to l'y. 
,hAgw,,,, in "'fferi~himfe1f to' be his DI{cipIo. 
P)'''IIf.#rIll, who juclg"d not of Men by thefe cn. 
riOr things, and who found in him. boccom only 
a deal of·Corruptioa IIId Wiictedaei; nfiu'd to r ... 
ceiVe him. CJt.". inrag"cl at this A'-ront, fought 
'!Iothing but Revenge.. Ht l'Iil'd at .this Pbilofo
pher in all Places, and endeavou~'~ ~ render him 
iurpeCted to the Pcopk •. by ~Dg' .hlf Affemblics ,1ft {or a Rendevous of mutinous and fcditious 

• Perfons, who fought oaly. to o~erthrow the State, 
to maJceahemfelt'es Matters of it. Thefe Calum
nies' fOund an ea6c Entrance into the Minds of the 
·People. 'who are always unj.uft and f11ll of lealou~ 
4ies. md ever ready to embrace the greateR lax..; 
tr~s againft the Wife, whomthey,J6dk (')I] as the 
"Pedagogues' that conRrain:and keep·-them.m Awe. • 
~P)tbAg"AI. their' Bcnefador, . is alr~ady. r~ar.ted 
as a publick Enemy. One Day w.hen. ill hiS Di
fcipJeS . were affemlilcd- with him • ·the Houfe of 
Mil, at ',Cro,.", C,l,,,c~me chilhel' accompany'd 
.. irh a Crowd of Pwftigates. ;and with a great . 
'Number of his Friends, ·Who were- devoted to his 
·ll~ntmeM. They. furrounded tndfet Fire to the 
<Houfe. There efcip·d from the Fl:am(tS only "_ 
ih"~f)rAI. L}JiJ. and .ilrcllipplll. - The.lalt: retir'd to . 
. his. own Counuy. _fJ"'A1'fIItImI; and L,fis 'Wnt into 
: PelO;'wfos, where ~e ;dmelt a c:onfrdtrable .time, 
ai'rd'·thttl. went to~~tl, :where ho -was.Pr.teptor 
. of EpAt1IinrmtiAI. I ' ." .' 

. ,P,rmzgrl1'll1' took the' Way of LHr;s; but _ the 
ZAeri",,! ~~ving not.ic.e he was coming thither, and 
'fear~r the Enmity .. of 9/,,, .. a~d" the fate ,of 
&ohm;' deJluted tMlr· .cbief -Maglitrltes.CQ meet 
an.d re.qaefl;him to retire 'elfewherc, aOld,eooft"er 
<ltiq.· whatever be might ~a¥e need of. in his Voy
"ai~·. ~He 'Went to. Tar,,,'.,, white . .a new Perff!" 
'CtttiOn!fbon obligtdf him to leave .tbac Place:. He 

retir'd 
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reti~d to MIlA,.,,""., but theSed.,n· of C;."" 
prOv'd as it were- ,~lte; Signal of a ge!ieral ·IMarreru. 
on' ag2inll the .1!l'."-g_reMlI.· That· Rame had 
aain·d all the Cfries of tho·C'liMNr 0.-",,; 'the 
Schools of PJlhA!.ortn were 4eAr.oy·d, ted he him- . 
feJf, ,at the Age of forarfcore or .C>f ninety Years. 
Was Itilra in the' TUlrtnit dfMit.,,,,,,,,,,, or 'II 
otben wDI have' it, . was Alrv'a to: Death in the 
Temple of rhc Mures, . whither lit' was Bed for 
Jl~uge. Wondrotis Fatality I He' who had Ip
pea~d fa Rr.Iny Win'S,. calm>-d ;w.lftany Seditioft .. 
~ txtinguith·d the 'Torch of Difcord in fo malft 
F,imilies, dl~C\Hn.a·~edirion ~at wu Birr'd up' a
giitrR him, and that pbrfti'd . him from City to Ci
ty, qnly to;ftr,e the unjufr Re~ of:. pri.ate 
Man.; and inoR: Of his DikiJ'1es were invoJ ... ·a in 
his 'Ruin.' SowAflIlm wei-I defcrib'd the Cha
racter of the ,Populace, whe~ he (aid, that they 
till without Reafoh, anc! if it were poffibJe, w~ula 
bring' fO Lif~ 'ag2i~) without Reafon ·Iikewife. The 
fa~ TOWh~,that 'ltad ',perfec~ed'~PJt~g,,!,1I1 with ' 
fa much VIolence, . ana 'Where hiS Dlf(lpies a,nd 
. hinifeIf fen the ViCtims of their Fury, wert thOle 
t~t moll ftriCfJy" ernbrac"d his Dottrine, that fol
I(>w'~ his Law! wit·h greatell ExaBimde, and that 
'chielly refpettcd hts Memory..-· . " •. :~ 

. Thefe are aU the ;noft certain PanicuJars I balve' 
~ able to caUeet of . the Life and Death of P,.. 
'h~AS! 'and (jf'!fhe'O'figine 6f -his <?pinion,~ 'His 
Dbarine conQi.d nOt· it (elf within· the too narrow 
Lim,irs' of- "the ~;-NIitr Gr.l; it :fpread. it ref( Oyer 
aU'G;m'I; and'in' :Aj/II. The ~ollMill open'd di~ir 
Ears to hi! lWoed: 'Preceptt-; -Ihd the AdmiratiOn 
they had for him was fo great, that long after hir· 
Death, ,Jw,i~g'recejv'd ~ ~n'~ ·that comman
ded them to" erect Statues in honour of the molt 
wife and of the' moll: valiant of the Gr;lk.!, they ' .. 
.-r~~e.d two brazen Statu~ one to.4ki~iIIMI, as 
: , ' . to 
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to. th, moll: valiant, .:d the., other . to PlthAgwlIJ; 
as to the moll wife. To CQneluae, if we ought to 
P.leafure the Glory of a Philofopher by the Dura
ti()l1 of his. Dottrint, and by the E.xtent of the 
PJa~s that embrtc'd it, nothing can equal that of 
flth«o"." filKe moll of his Opinions are 'at this 
;oay. Ti~erany follQw'd in the greatell Pan of the 
whole World: But this is not his higheft Honour, 
for what is infinitely more glorious fOr him is this, 
.that tlae two· moil excellent Men for Learqing and 
.P~s that G,~, ever produ,c'd, s.C1'At'S and PIII
t.tI~ ·folIow·d his 'Dottrine, and his Method of ex
plaining it; and that it was· only,.by marching in 
hi~ Footlleps, that they carry'd.tl1e Light of Truth 
fo far, ~d approach'd fo' near the true WifdolD, 
,that· we ihould believe they had found it, knew 
.we not that the Gentiles could no more than la-
bour in Seuch of it. . . 
. ",fhe Sea of PJthAgorllJ . {ubfifled 'till towards 
the: End ~f. the Reign of .Alex~~ .. lh, Gr'"t. A· 
.bout that time\th, .AcMl,ml·a'ld the Lyc".", com., 
pleated to obfcure and (wallow .up the Itillick.. Sea-,. 
~which 'till .. then had held up its Head with fo' 
.much Glory, that.1flcrAltS writes, W, ",w, AJm;" 
:M' this D"J " P>1hagorean wht,,· h, ;s jilt"t, thAII 
"hws, I'IJ'" th, ""ft '!sf/III"t,' wht" thl) ./PIAk.s 
.However in Af~Ages tliere were here ~d there 

• fome Difciplesof P,th"lWIIJ, but they were o~y 
. parti,cular perrons, who never "ade any Society, 
·JJor had the PJtIMgorlAlU any more a Publick SchooL 
.We find ftiU ~ Letter of PJthAg~rllJ ~o Hieri, Tr
,.raQ~ of S}T4(tlfo.; '~ut this Letter is Juppofititio~~ : 
.PJthAgorAl was d~~ before fl'1W' was born. 

The' EmJ of t~, I if' ,f Pythago~. 

:THE 
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vVith their ExplIcation. ' 

-r WI L t not here te'peat I 

'i !~d ~~~~ ~£.~~~Ago~;:~ib~~~cern~~r~~~~~~~ 
as wete Riddles, which unher the Co. 

ver of plain and natural EX~Ef(::ffions, 
l1nderfb:nding thlt tf~alngical we 

teach it. Thefe forts of Symbols were$ as I may 
Inffney MC:itals, for nnt hnning nned, 

any more than Proverbs; either of, Definition or 
aafoniag; and goi£,g to tho Pr~ 

cept, they were very proper to inQrua: Mankind. 
dpncially at timn whan Mmills nnt yet been 
methodically treated. Thus you fee why they 

" $[nre mudl.in n4)t mdy iz; EgYilt. bnt in 
JHd.ea, and in ArAbiA, as we fee by the'Prover6~ 
of S%,n;;;nll, tre by the fz.ilry 

the ~een of Sh,ba~ ~~o w~ntto proV'~. ~~e 
of that WltY thelil {ort~ of Kia .. 

. H.' ~les~ 

~ed b~ 

, 

oc e' 
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dIes; Ind by the Stpry of SAm],n: And they 
WiE:fe ffiQre ?Jroi2:iE:r i"i YfthAiffiA$, aher 
th~ EX~'llple of the EgiPtiAns, ' endeavour'd to teach 
his DOCtrine diiE:i2:Jgmg it iE:Dd witbi2:ut 
diiE:g 

I. 
~~JI p," r-r:7f~~AtJIW. 

Go iE:ot beyond the Ballance. JlIgllm ne trAnP. 
liAS. PllltArch and St. ':l"'(Jff; eX1JlaiiE: it: TriE:YY
gnft thf LAi2:JS of JII/liceo .Athm.eiE:t aiE:d Sto 0-
rit i Obey nol the Pitl4teS of .A'lI"'nf~: Which COqle$ 

tQ the iamiE: SenSi; Ji2:i bjufiiiE:e fi2:i2:m ho-
,vetoufnefs. ' 

... 
Xoill"" p~ 17f,,,d9l5'ou. 

Sit not down QA the Bufuel. In Ch~nice ., ft-
Thit ~YitOO~ has; beii Vidoufly C:i2:I,Jain'd, 

~hi~~e i~~~\ltura1 ~~~~~~iE: mli~pini~:z~iSt~~~~ 
l$riE:ad;. fOiE: he who wiU not worlC, ought not to 
e,t. The Bufu(iJ, Cl,ani~, was the Meafure Cmn 
d~it WiS; giiE:en 'eiiE:h Slive his; SyhJifhnce, 

u. 

Teai nOi thi Cmiin piiiE:es. ne 

~iE:ie~ftT;i~;ai~~~~;Y~:e i~b~~~'~n~~~:a~dn:: 
F~tft:, ThA~ tne iE:d{ht iE:ot n£?il th£? Jft, ~f Ci£?JJ
''''1 IJ VneAji~e/s And M~LA1ICbl)lJ; tor 'twas the 
Ci2:f1:0ffi at YeaEt" to wea,' Ci2:',wn£? of 
~Qn4tl'Ji Thill WI 'light ~'" IrMl.;lireji ,ht Ltlwl or 

. ;.hI 
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th~ Countr"!; for the Laws of Cities are their Crowns·; 
and tbi!i lS the Senfe St. HiW'om has follow'd: Ca-

. . d-! J./I. r.. ", . , . rtmllm ,mnt"", carpen .a"'ji :u¥ ~§, Lef.es ",rillS", 
~imfl""Y?!"n!J41. And tt.vdly .. 7""" 7IJtf- o-.gh'"fIt t. 
lpeA/till of Princes, And beJiA.tur their Rep~.tUlI: 
Which agrees with this s..ying of ~1I in the 
Etcleji.tJlls; I. CogitAtion' filii Rtt:; lit! dml4hAI",; , 

M~ 1~{Wi1 'TM ~f:'8'frO. 

Eat: not t:'le Heart. C.()i flfifl c(jm4dendilm. Mean
ing, nAil 'lVe O1lght lI,t to ajJtlFl ""iii 'WtllT' tnl!AJ !)H!J' 

Strenzth II] Grief; AbAndon;::.'!.. eMf' flhm tfi .:Y1e!an-
. ch!Jl] ,:;J1td Dt/piliir; as Betlf:7'lJphon, of ",hom Homtr 
fays, ~"filJutJ.6r 1ttl:tt.rlrlY, IpJi ft.", Cor ~dmi; Btl. 
ting his fJ'Wn I1iA:i"": And this Precepc: feems to 
h~ve been made uPon him. 

~ 

v. • 
n ". , 

u~ fIA4'X.til:J.eg!. P.1I ~cr.)\t;:.ll!!1Jl, 

Stir not up the Fire with ~ Sword.. IgmfN g~ . 
diq ~ flt#pt.U. That is to fay, Wi oNJ;ln 1191 t, ;~ 
foItlH ,"/"" thM IIrI IIlrf:a.-; ~ O£:lds. . 

1'1~ a?t't~'W_ i'1rr _.-&~ o~OtJ~ i~96nft,~. 

\Vh;::n YOll are afrly'd on the Frontiers, deCtre 
ftQt to rftant bad. N,ji£I ,€,"£;IlF't4Pn~; ~1Il1l " til''' 
~Ji F~lIllN.,"ril. To 6y, Whm ]0" lire ,,"i'U'1i 
M thl Bifid of ,,",,,'lAf"j ttln?!!t bMk..: be ~'t di;f. 
tfM]'dt Al1>f~~ ~ dlfir: 1tfiI. tf /,.,., 

Ha 

• 
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VII. 

~""iCil~~~OU P. ~ ~ tr, &:4V. 

Go not thn publink ~y. Per '¥:Jia", lill/,ti= 
citm n, vlldlls. Meaning, ThAt we (llIght not to JtI/-
/&&? tllY? Op???ions Y?{ thY? thY? P'lInlils 
th, Wife. This S'ymbol agrees with the Precept 

the GofI?P~ TYj? avoid the Pro"'" iii,,]. 
. . 

o ~'4JlO~fGJG~ :t~Il?I~ ,;~~ 

Suffer nr {walbws '¥:JouY? Houfr. D~me-
ftic~s Hirllndines ne habelo. coTo fay, fie,,'''', 1If1t 

T&lk!re into. F&mjlJ~ 

IX. 
'E ~ .,." \ , 

II 0 GtK.-r:;?\.ICiJ Gi"Ol'a. 0EGU pn '7f'V~t~GiJl. 

Wear not ~he Imalie of God upon, your Ring. 
A&?Jllio Gy?j ne «:irc?X&J{ertr, fali J 

That we ought not to proJllne the Name of G.d, bJ 
JJeakjY7g tlf fim T&7/?J, her?re tl?7/ 
World. 

Pc~Paps too P'vtha{!e?'As the 
, the Image of G~d upon a Ring, left among 

Adions, the t:EVil Lifecom= 
. . pos'd, there fuould be fome that would offend the 

P"{tlajelili of that Imaf"{t I p"{tifuad"{td th?"{t 
.this is the. true Senfe~ from what fome Emperors 

'4J ho " "{tqu"{tU'd d??mfel"{t"{ts t'¥:J God, 
We read in Seneca and in SlIetonills, that in the 
"{time TiP?'PY';us '"{twas 00 th"{tE? a C'PYfital brimo 
~o wear in any difuoneft PlaE:e the Imige thai 

A ~IT 
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Prince ingrav'd on a R.in~, or on a Piece of Mony~ 
Nay, PhilojfrAtllS ,reports. an'd M. SpAnhe;m firft 
obfcrv'd ir, that in a Town of PAmpbyUA, a Man 
was cQndemn'd as Guilty of High-Treafon againft 
the Gods, fQr having beaten a Sl.vc, who was 
found to have about him a Drachm of Silver, oq 
which the Head of Tiberills. was £lamp'd. CArACA" .. ' 
imitated Tiber;lIs in this dete£lable Pride; for Dion 
teaches us.· that he condemn'd to Death a:. young 
Man of the EfJlleftrian Order, for having been in 
a fcandalous Place, with a Piece of Mony iq his 
Pocket, whereon was engrav'd the Head of that , 
Prince. 

x. 

. 
Help Men to burthen. but not to unburthen 

tbemfelves. H,.hublU OllllS ji","l imponmdllm, ",,, 
4em,he"J"m • . To fay~ Thllt we ollght 1I0t to belJ 
Mell III live ill ~nefs 4nd LII;Cllr}, bllt ;nclln# 
them Iflpafs their D"JS;n Laboflr •. ""d;1I t~e Exe:r~ 
cifti of ITirtlll; Ana to impojt Oil 'em more toilfom 
And hArder r"ski, the fart~er thfJ. Advance in tm 
WAyS of PerftfJ;on. '. 

This is the Senfe St. J~r.,. in hjs Apology ha.,s 
given this Symbol. .Oneratis fllpponendllm OllIlS, 
Jepolltl'tiblls'llon co",mll";,,,"dIl11l, ;a eft. ted v;rtll· 
tem illceae"tiblls AII[.el'/df' pr4ceptA, tradenles fo orill 
"11;11'1*,_1. .' 

XI. 

Shak~ not Hands eafily with any Man. Ne '"~ 
~IIA"'.dl;;I"MtlfA~jlt porrigitfJ'.. To fay, v, 1I0t ea. . 

H l jil} 
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XII. 

XtJ'J'~~' ouf;tiir e, ft 'J'l~ege. 

Leave not: the leaR: Mark of the Pot upon the 
... ~tles. ou. ."efl'igiNm ;''S , .. we CIJA!-di"", To 

fay, AfttT J'N Ar, rec,ncil'd, rlt";. 110' th, lellft M.~ ,h, t'llft p"tjlep 'f ,'IR' il!!Arr,l 'T Refe"'m~nt. 

XIII . 
... _",J ' ~.CI. , .l< , 
"1'.1 __ ~ ~~'" W"-7 &61" ;) P'fJ. 

Sow M"'w~ but MY_ lilt them, Hen.. 
'.IblfIChnt r"'.'11 lie '.,.e. ",lI1IIiitl., ~ , 
Vfo Mila",fo ,. Mlitrs, 1IIId' 1W6W' t")1- fllf: F~ 
.. All lIIi"g~ ;" ",-1, !HIt .,~ .. J4III' folf, , 

XIV. 

Wipe not out the Pltee 0" die- TorCiIa. .... 
./iiJem' ."xlergit,~ To liy, Stiffw"" lilt tJ" Lig~ 
.f R'~fo. t, fi ,xti_gNijh'Ji. ,,", lind ~e:'. ~ 
'he PIli" '/ th, Torch thllt hilS i1llighull d J,N, tho 
it ""'J ;.ugh'm J'II IIg";", . 

xv.-

" 
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PYTHAGO! 

xv .. 

"-VI 4~ ~ 

r ~J~cJW;t~ }.J-~ 1'~~:pew. 

feed not the Animal, that have ,rooked Claws.' 
~ccim~I~1I ccccgll;#l",lI#ce n#l n.tiTit.. Ts~s fad" Scc,fir 
",1 i" J'~r FAm#} II1ZJ _faithf"JP,rjill, ~ ThiN,s • 

XVII. 

XVIII, 
:M~ )Euld.1~ #i>v:tv6t::rAJl1. 

:Eat not Filii whore T.ails are Bladr~ M,~, 
r#lt nt~ccflcCC#l2 fty, Fr.tff.ff.tnt n,' ffJ" cff.1IIPcecel 
9./ injll1Ju1N Men, 'Who hllll' 10ft their Rep"ltlti,n Iq 
UI .If.t!tJIII., , 

XIX, 

.' 

• 

ras. 



• 

• 

". 

7bt s r M B 0 L·$ of 

·XIX. 
'-.r-_,n~ , i'~' .~ ... vlJlCII lUI· cvlW. 

. ." 
, Never eat the Gurnet. Ne Er}tJii""", edit •• To 

fay,' Avoid all'ma"ner of }(evenl,e, f4nd "ever jbed 
~J Blood: For the Gurnet is tb.e l:.mblem of Blood. 

, XX. 

Eat not th,. ~trix of ~nimals. .AIIimAlis VlIl-
'"am r.e comedilO. To fay, DepArt from aU that is 

• mor;"l .,,,d cfJrrNptible; renounce whatever will in
· eline JON to Cimcllp'jceltCe, or thAt mAl "Wed JOIIT JlI-
• (,o'OIlS tOlhiJ 1iy,bk.m,rld.. ..," , 

XXI. 

0vM(1"A:'!.J.~1I «-7rix.f.J;fU,. 

'AbGain from' the FJe1b ,of Beafis that di~ of 
th~'m(e!v~s. A Morticinis AbjJineto. ~eaning, 
Share not ill the prophane Fle./h .of 4nim"Is., ,that "',e 
"" fit jor Sacrifices, and renoll",e alt deAd Work.!. 
, . 

......... 

XXIJ. 
~~CirJII a-rrix.,tJfXI.., 

# • , • 

. 'Ab~ain fro'm' eating' Animals: Ab a"imlll/blls 

.bft~"et.. . To' f~,; Hav4 no COWller[alion 'With "h~ 
rtaJonabte Men!. ,.,.' , ' , ,':' ., ',-

1'XIIr~ 
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XXIII. 

T~, 3.Nl. 41je~09-(U. 
. . 

~'-Always put Salt l1p~:m the Table. SA/em appD- *TIJ~Js,.:. 
"ito: That is to fay, Never loft fight of J"flt,e, 6~~"~J~. 
L n:t:' 1 ' l lJ1ln .. 
"lIt pr""~'.J e .t a waJs. I'fI()r~ AI 

. urg' in the 
.' , XXIV. Lif, oj P1-

. thagotas. 

J¥ .Ae1~v' #~ "a.1a.i;'u~,. 

N ever break the Bread. r ane", nt frangito. This 
Symbol has been explain'd:very differently; fome 
faid t h.~t p]thllgsrAs hereby advis'd not to tear onC$' 
Life to 'piece~, by imployingour {elves in feveral 
things that tend not to. the fame End: Othcrs~ 
that he exhorts to Unity and Concord; but in the 
Explication' of Symbols, the eroper and the ligula'" 
tive Senfe oughtt'o agree and hold together, and 
none will deny but Bread is made to be broken. 

1 am perfuadcd that by this Precept P)thagoJ'lls 
intended to reprove .the Avarice that is but ~oo 
'frequent in moft of the Charitics Men' give. An
tiently Br(:ad was made in fuch a manner that each 
Loaf was 'cJivided' intd four~ "by, Lines that wer~ 
drawn over it before they put it into the Oven: 
For this Rearon the Greek.! caU'd it T{ffd.")IA.II~or. and 

'. the Romans, qN14dra, When they gave it to the 
Poor, they. broke. the 'Bread; .~nd generally gave 
one of the 'Q1Iarters, or a fourth Part of the Loaf, 
",nd fometim~s half of it, as we 'fee in Horace; 

• 

Et mihi JiVitiN' jindtt"r tn"nert'i"Adra. %fifl· 17· 
. • ~', .. . '. . ~ . ", ;f:.,b. 1· 

Thus tacut dawn Avarice Root' and Branch. 'Pl
~b"g.r41. advis'dby this SYmboJ, not to, break the 
.~ .', 0" - . Bread, 

, .. 
~ 

, 
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. Bread, to giv, onJy: one half of it; but rather to 
give the. whole Loaf; and to this purpofe s.t,11PI,. . 

~ II. fays in the ECCIeji.jllS, Mitt, p""" t .. ", f.,er 
,.' tr""jill1lle, 1Itf""'. c.J tbJ Br,tIIi .,." ,th, rlllllliflg 

• WAter'; meaning, ThAt"" jh • .u giv, t. All thl 
• . P •• r 'MIilIH", ""J Dif/'Uta.i.". I bOw well t"t 
tINt· r8. IrMA/, fays, Fr."g,,.,,,, t.., ,foritllti: Br,Pci", 
1!, BreAd ttl the h,,"I.ry; which at flrtl: feems contrary 

, to the Prece~ of P]tlMg,r.,: But IfA;.h, when he 
. laid thJ Jr,", meant perhaps to fay, Tht B,.,Ml 

Of 1'" htW, '!4,J .f for J,.r ,~ S.,p.rt; and then . 
• ~tis pardonable to lbare it with PIe Poor. and qQ~ 

sive all !)f it ~way. 

xxv . 
• ~ ~~ :jJ.~r;:, p., 6,uJ~+'. 

SpiD not Oil upon the Sear.. . &d"" .le. II' A"jJir~ 
gito. 1 take the Word $,At in this Place to li,~ , 
nine the Thrones of Princes., and the Seats of 
Magitl:rates; and the, Word Oil the nffences aact .. 
Perfume., that are ICDeraJly taken for PraiCes ancl 
Platteriet. . 

PJt~IIg"''' therefore by this Symbol exhorts ~ 
not to praife the Princ~ and Great Men of the 
World, on accoliDt or their Power; and beeauk 
they polfefs the higheG Dignities. Virtue alone . 
ought to be praiid. PerLips too Plthllg.rll' ~ 
this Symbol afIudes to u.e Story of J.""'" whO 
when be award f~om ·the vifion of the MyAerious 
Ladder. k>ot rAe StOIJ'l that had {crv'd for his Pjl~ 
I,)w, ret, il up lor a P~r, and pour'd Oil upon it; 

Gca,.aS. g. ft ",xit i" Ii""*'" fonJnu 011.", -foper: And 
• thus this P~ilofoph~ mane, TIHu' 2111 •• A,ht ~, ttl 

rll1Jer to p,.;"", ,hi 1#mttIr, ,bM "" ,[i, to ",..' _OM.' 

\ . 
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XXVI. 

"2.I-r0l ~ J.p.~a. ~ ;'pk.,J,~,. 

Put not Meat iota a foul VefJ'eJ. Ne c •• ", i" Mil. 
"llMlJ i.jiullJ: Which means, nM "" ,"ghl • ., ttl 
t"!!. !.Mi Prurft'" " 'lJieHfU SOld; for fu(h a one 
will but make all ill We ofdleM, and ,orruptthem. 
-The Word "AIM/' Mllttllll, lignifies aChamber-pot. 
and by this Word P,th"goras denoted deprav'd ,and 
vicious Perfons, whofe DeR:ruaion is unavoidable; 
the Hebrews caIl'd them Yeffels of DiJhOIlDHr, as we 
fee.in St. ,AlII to the Rqmans,9. u. 

XXVII. 

'A~i"1pr:cr. -r~,. ~'iN, ~.si.;), P.~Wl ~ ~ 
ANrM xa.9Jeg" • 

Feed the Cork, but facri6ce -him oot; ,for he is 
facred to the Sun, and to the MOOII. GtIJUnM "-' 
mt~ lUG [IIi:riJicMo.: -L"". e.i", fir Soli [Mer ,II. 
The Cock has al~ays been the Emblem of-thole 
that are vigi1e.nt for our (Good, that exhort and a
waken us to perform our Duties. and difcharge . 
our ordinary OccapatatII duriDg ,he Courfe of diis --
~ortal Life. • 

, PJ"""gtll'¥fI tberc.e IDtaRt by this s.ymbGl, that 
:we &agile! to cheriat fuch ue,(ul Pemns. and not • 
{acrilice them to the Hat. ,lad kefcDQllCDi" which 
the-Pneem they'take '-ctimes iRfpires, thd they 
take iI only far GfU' G.ocL The 0-,tO";4" aDd. 
the pcteple of MIt"P"''''''' obe".d~ not ~ Symbol. 
lor *y immoJaard the Cd. tbey kill'd I7,iNlgwlII • 

. -.)f~r did the -.AthMi"",1DIIr.e daeir Ad\lan~e of it : 
~I. slley fUl1i&' d: SO(;'F~ who kept thaD Co well 
.'MIIIe, aiwis ~ kt wat~i>r tbeir Good. ._- -. .. . - -, ;Xxvur; 
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XXVIII. 
'O~' , .• 
_, (J CJl'Tctt; /J-'I1 "a:ra.)v.;ew.' . 

• • 

, Break not the Teeth. Dentes ne [rAng;tfl., The 
Greek/ us'd the Expreffion, to break.. the Teeth, in 
the fame Senfe the Llltins did~ IGenllinll'" frAngere, 
and lientem rodere, to rI'lIi/e'bitterlJ, ttl wuk.! Satires. 

• And this is what P]fha/.orlls forbids by this Sym
bol., 

XXIX. 

T~JI ,o~,~a.. a.7ro~eltf:fJl d7r~ f1«Vto". 
Keep the Vinegar Cruet (ar' fr~m YOt .Acetllr;

.", ,7IIIS Ahs Ie rlmtl'l/ettl. The Senfc of this Sym
bol is the fame with that of the foregoing; for by 
PinegAr has always been underfiood the Gall of Sa- _ 

$&t.7.ho.l. tire; therefore HorACe faid, Itll14 perfil/liS AClto. 
P]fhll!,tlrilS exhorts us by this Symbol'to avoid all 
M~ice~ and all the Bittemefs of ~eviJing E~pref. 
fions. ' . 

XXX: 

'A ' 1"'."'" , l' 1 7rO"a.~ ~'t'f.t)fI I...,(,fJII ~ ,tl.7fOflU'X.U.T JM'''tfllnl "a. ,a. 7r Uf. 

Spit upon the .parings of your Nails, and the 
Clippin~ of your Hair. Capillorllm & 'Ungllill", 
tllflrllm Pr4ftl.minll confiJliito. ' 

When a Hebrew had taken a Stranger Woman illl 
. the Wars, and had ,a mind to marry her, he was 

oblig'd to have her cut her Nails, and fltave her 
Hair, and to make her change her Drefs; afret-which 

Oeut.1I. the became as it were a new Creature: Rlldet Ce· 
},2., 13-' flriem, & circllmcideiVngllts, & deponet ~ftm'J.;~ 

'"" Cllptll eft. Hence the Parings of t~e NaiJs, and 
" . !he 
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the Clippings of. the Hair, were taken for the Pol.' 
lutions and dead W Qrks of the old Man. Thus 
l!JthAg.rAs by this Symbol exho~s us, to detefi our 
ill Defires, aDd to· hold' them In fueh Abhorrence 
as never tQ fall into 'em again. - -

XXXI. 

n~a~ HMO., Tt'r'~ltp.p.l~~ p.~ ou~. 

Make not Water againfi the, Sun. COlltrA S,;., 
Ie", '" 11UitO. 

Nature, in forming Man~ expos'd not to'Sight 
the Parts that Decency forbids to name, and by 
which the Body purges it felf; but, to nfe the 
Words of XClIflpholl. Ilas conceal'd and turn'd afide 
as much a& poffible thofe Paffages. that the Beauty 
of the Creature might not be polluted,"nor,reeeive 
any Bleinilh from them. Therefore in the ACti. 
ons that the Neceffities of the Body require, we 

. ought to imitate the Modell:y of that common Mo
ther, and never do in the Face of the Sun, that is 
to fay, in publick. the things that ought ne\-er to 
be done but in private, and that would break in 
on the' Refpea we owe to Modefiy~ were they' 
,done before the Eyes of the World. This, in my 
Opinion, is the on]y true Senfe of this Symbol, 
which Er"[lIIHs, contrary to all ReafoD, will have ' 
alludes to Magiek Rites: To prove he is in the 
wrong, 'this Symbol ,is taken from the Precept of 
HefotJ, that forbids Men to make Wa~r fianding, 
in the open Day: 

M'~' , "'I> I ' ! . .t7!:l • ...n'. , 110 . «JI'T rJ,,'O'O 'Ti"~«'P-p.,",1SlV o~vc~ op."'XW1.v. 

He would, have Men fquat down as the EgJptiilllS 
did, according to the Remark of HerflMIHs, whG 
fays that in E.gJPt the Women made Water fiand. 

" - . -' , , ing, 
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mg; and the Men (ming. Nay, this ftemr to 
IIwe' been the Cullom among the HewlflJs~ for 

• they us'd the Expreffion of ,~ ,hi Flit, 'wiI, 
Hl."", to (ay, ""fo ... & .1""", ,:mur.,. And 
from hence, in my Opinion. we may draw tbe Ex
plication of this Paffage of IflliAh, 36. 12.. VI 
eowudAnt S,",o,. flU, & ~.", Vri""", PeJM. 
fllllr"",; .nJ tbM' the] ""'J ari,,/c.. th, Vri"e of their 
FII'; that is to fay, the Urine they make when 
they cover their Feet. P}thllgoriJS was fo careful 
not to offendagainft: MOdeify in the Neceffities 
of Nature. that the Hillorians of his Life ob... 
ferve, that DO Man ever faw him in that Con. 
dit,ion, 'OuJli .",t."o," i,..,.:.&11 ~II'TI JlltI.'X.IIf;'; N,. 
mo """ 1IIIfJ""'" 'f/iJi, "Iv.. eXOIIwmltm. The 
LMine Interpreter has tum'd it, Nev" "'" )1,["" 
fllW hu. trllvellinl; which would have been very 
,furpri6ng indeed, that no Man' fuould hIVe feen 
him travel, who had been in l'Al]. in Si';I]. in E·, 
1.11t, in Pe7ft", and who had'fpent moll part of his 
Life in Peregrinations. 

XXXII. 

npO' 'fa, ~'OV -n'Tr;a.p.p.~ p.n ~e:;. 
Speak not in the Face of the Sun. .All ,3, • 

."".fIU .. llif*itor. Which is to fay, tIJM." "'[.M 
WI to IIUIIc! /t.1II1WII the ,-n,."ghts of .r Hun ;11 

1."lic~ ."a before "II tIN WorlJ. 

XXXIII. 

JJ(~ ~" 'u9&eJ~"," G, PefJMpt~t.. 

We,ought not to ~p at Noaa. III.MeriJil 
", Jor",;"... . 

~her~ , 

• 
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1"here is no Seate more wr.ttched, than BOt to 
ree the SQIl when he is in· his full Strength, '"Incl 
tDount~d in -the Zc"uth. Of this deplorable Con .. 
clition it is that -IrMAh (peaks, Whlll he rays I.".. 
Ii"'.s M"idi, fJlMji ill r"""";I. By this Symbol 
I}th"i"111 endeavours to prevent this Bliridnefs. . 
SaJing, that when the Light is in its N oon~ 'tis no 
longer permitted to fieep; that is to fay, to, COQti
Due in DarknefS. and to do the Works of Darknef~ 

XXXIV. \ 

:z."'POIpJ..,.,. a.11~J,~ CWl~r1.m ci:llez, .~ .;. 
. -rti?r0Jl CUfl$'Q~. 

, stir up the' Bed as foon as you are ri(en~· and 
leave in it no Print of your BOdy. SlR'gns eleEf" 
JIr"l../4In "nI •• M'~ 'tJijliti."'f'" Corporis conftm
JiI,. 

PI.,Arcb eJplains this Symbol as if it were'meant: 
of Modefty and Pudicity, which o1,lght to be the 

. infeparable CQmpanions of the Nuptial Bed. Thus 
in thl Clflllls of Arift'phA"es, JlljI~CI, to praire the' 
good Difciplinc that was obferv'd in Athens. in thofe 
antient Days, when ihe was hOQour-d and refpe8:. I 

edt fays, that the Youths were fo well brOught 
up, that not one of ~em' who went to School. 
du.rft commit the leaft Immodefly, °nor difcover 
in any manner what Modefty commands to hide: 
And that they were Co fci:upulous above all rbinp 
in what relates to ChaLlity, that when they 
rife up, they never omitted to fmooth and mal(c 
even the Place where they had been fittiog~ 
that there· might not remain in the Sand the I~ 
Mark of any Part of their Body. Others 'give it 
the literal Interpretation, as if PJthAgorlll had faid. 
Mit"" ~ B,d III rOD" III "" ., riflll, thA' ,M 
""'1 "'~ ~~ "11I/"tl" I)'WII ;n ~h~ J)A,: ~orDth~ 

11. 
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Day, i6 appointed for Labour, as the Night for 
R.eI. . 
. Perhaps too he meant to exhort Ul, 'that when 
W:e al,e :rifen, we lho~d not fuffer any thing to. 
put us in mind of what pafs'd in the Night: The 
l;olight is gone,· the Day is rifen; let us then nQ 
longer thiDk of Darknefs, but of Light • 

XXXV. 

'n~tU~ ~~~05"" 7;Nj~' Avga.l1. 

Never fing but to. the Harp. CltYmilli!JlIs lit • 
• flm lid Lyram. . .' . 

, '\ We have feen in the Life ,of PJlh4g0YtV, that 
this Philofopher rejected Flutes and the other In
firuments of Mufick, as b.eing prejudicial to Man
~er~, a~d that he retain'd only the.Harp; becaufc 
In playIng on the Harp, we may hng the Benefits 
of the Gods{and the Virtues of great Men. There· 
fore when he advifes. to fing only to the Harp, he 
endeayours to inculcate in~o his DifcipJes that they 
~ught not to entertain their Thoughts but with: 
great and ferio\.$ things; and'let the Subject of 

, their Talk, even in their Hours of Re.creatian~ be 
of the . Gods, and of the' PraiCes of the Heroes. 
Moreover, as nothing fooner difcovers the Defect 
of an untuneful Voice than an Inftrument well in 
tunc, nor the Defect of an Inftrument out of tune: 

'than a Voice that" fings true; PJthagoytU might. 
thereBy mean to. emort his Difciples to make or 
the feveral Parts. of their. Life a prudent Whole, 
all of a Piece, and whofe Harmony no Vice, no 
,~al1io~ might ,J::uHle or ·dif~ompofe. . 

. XXXVIi 
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XXXVI. 

T~ s?:Gi¥. 
Always keep your Things ready pack'd Uy2 

.gulA. com:'!C/NIA babe!c. Thet i;3 w (~y, Th."4"4 
we oNghlto lie prepar'd for whatever Providence hM 
c!td/ili:f/d flc us, 14nd 140 r14tttd whtit 
our laft Sand is running. 

XXXVII. 

'A"lu 'ZI'e.-o;,d"i/J-a,1~ 111 a.!.J1okei:rOe;t; ck. ,f. 
~e.9itej.t; 4:!ta. ;(:!CfE1,,· 

.. not YOUt Pofh oY yO!¥14 
<;ieneral. Injulu Imp"Ato;;s de Srat;one & prttji

. :fl;, JlJe :!¥ec'e!4c:t. 
: .. The Pagans h,ad no fooner begun to philofo~ 

r:hize:f! that if to {hy, uf14 !cf . R fafocJi 
than t/ey difcover'd the horrid Injufiice of Self .. 
Murth14r. We cnt CZZ14te Gnr fRnes~ hut 
was God who createY u's, and who plac'd us in 
this Lif~ in Poit We itught not then qui14 

bUt by :Order who plac'Y us there. Oh 
this great Truth Phi/claNs, Difciple !)f Pvhagt~ 
~~:!¥!, h!o;, gi:!¥14n a full Ilem!:Pi"xftretiongo;oof, 
the Summary whereof may be fceo in Plato's Trea-

Ahe /Gi!moP't.!lit} tht Roul. 

Cut £lot 
'''''#11. 

in 

I 
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This Symbol contains a moll: imponant Precept, 

which Men are very prone to tranfgrefs. "Tis this : 
Never to convert to our private;. ufe that which 
ferves for the good of the Public'k. You are go
ing in the High-way. cut not down tlaeTrees. nor 
pull off their Branches, that are to be of ufe and 
)"ield a Shade to them that come after you. You 
awell in a Houfe that is to be inhabiteC:f by thofe 
that fucceed you in your Imployment: Do it no 
manner of Damage. In a Word, content your felf 
with the Ufe only of what you are not the Right 
Owner. 
. This Symbol may likewife have another Senfe. 

of no lefs weight ana moment than theformer. The 
Hebrews thought it the greateft Mifery and meaneft 
Slavery to be rec:Juc'd to cut Wood and carry Wa· 
ter: To this Drudger.y they condemn"d the Pri
foners they had taken in War, as Joft •• did the
GlNlmites, againll: whom he denounced this terrible 

Jofh. ""3' MalediCtion: NOli deftciet de ftirp, t •• 'Iig"" eU'lIs, 
~ •• fq.e comportAlls. In this the Gre,~s took Ex
ample from the H,brews: And thus PJlhilgor~ fays~ 
that in the Courfe of this Life we ought.not to de
bafe our felves to Functions unworthy our Condi. 
tion, and do the Offices of the meanefi: Slaves. 
N ow whatever is not fuitable to the Noblenefs of 
our Effence. difgraces and renders us contemptible. 
'Tis c.ttill!. of WOod to have mean Thoughts and ab
je8: Souls, and to be Slaves to our Paffion~. 

I mull not ~orget that JillIIblielli relates this 
Symbol a little differently, c, o,J~ .~~ xi(£, ,k"v, 
IUIt, divide not ill th, w"." and that he explains it 
quite otherwife. He faith that Truth is one, and 
Lying [1'fJ1rI,1; and that in. the Courfe of this Life 
~e ought not to divid" that is to ray, that we 
ought not to feparate our felves from the Truth and 

• make a Schirm, which is always a Token ofFaUhood. 

XXXIX. 
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XXXIX. 

T~ ip9~ I-'~ 11rO?r1£,. 

Roaa not that which is boil'd. Q.!,J nix"", eft . 
lit lIifotl. 

As l was meditat~ OR the Senfe of this 5ym. 
bol, I have luckily hit on the Explication of it in 
AlhlllCIIS, whofe Words a~ theft. Wh", the Athe~ LiD. 1+.1. 
ftians J«riftce to tbe Seafons, tbey ",iI, nIt r'1l1 
the Me.,s th'1 ,lfer; there", imploring th,P G,dti,jfos 
to .wr, fllr frm' °t_ ,h, /*ltr] Huts, IIna th, tJP 

,.&e/fov, Dr""thlse ""tJ,. tUlWiJh. the Fr.its· of th, 
Ellrth "l moa".~; W""'ths. lind"" fAVONrllllll Rtlin, 
i1l dtu Sell[on: F,r {NCh II ",ild lind ",oift CoEli,,1I do" 
lin infinit, deAl of GOld: It not ,nI] tArri,s off th, 
Crllfiit}J ".t [oft'1IS th, HATdn,fl, lind rip,ns 1111 
TItIi"gs : 'BejitJ'h it prelMII lind 4reffn the Ali"""t, 
IUId ",III<!S ;t "'.,., [llI.l,t lind wholeflm : .And fro. 
Imt&, 'lime fh, Prover". Ihlll 'JPe 'light ",t to TO".!I 
whlll 's boil;a. . . 

Athe"clIl relates this SymboJ of 'lthll{..orcs as a 
Proverb that was in the Mouth of all the Warid J 
the meaning whereof was, that when they had what 
was fuOicient for t'heir Health, they ought not to 
reek after high-taftedDifhes to plcafe the Nicenefs 
ef their Palates. 

We may likewife give this SyntOOl a mor.e noble 
and exalted Ime!'Pl'etation. Whatever.is boird may 
be regarded as the Emblem of ,Senignity and 'Soft· 
nefs; and what is roaned as the Emb1em of Cho
fer,and DrynefS! And thus Pph#ll..rlls exhorts his 
Difciples never (0 take in iU' -I'art., what is done in 
Simplicity and Innocence, and never to exafperate 
the-,Minds . of Men againft them. 

I i XL~ 
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XL. 

:t~ , " N 

v~"(tI/ JA41t""eJP «'?roS"~~". 

Avoid the two-edg'd Sword. GIAd;II", Milt •• 

"verl;to. This was to fay, Thllt we ollght not t. 
hllVI "n] Converfotion with St..derers, for the two-

o edg'd Sword has always been the Emblem of fati
rical and flanderous Tongues; as we fee in the 
Ffalms of DIIVi.d, who fays, Ling .. ,or"", f""fi 
GlAdills "'"tIS, their Tongll' is lIS II follrp Sword; 
and elfewhere, Ex""",rllnt qHllJi GlAd;"", Lillg*'" 
l*"'s, Their TongN' is tile.! A two-edtd sword, aDd 
ThIJ hA'II1 whet their TonglUs likl A Sword. 

XLI. 

Tct "'{?r1ov1a. ci?r~ .f. ~a.?rl~~~ p.~ ctva.I{&itI7a.f. , 
Pick not tip whatis fallen from the Table. !Lilli 

''-,iderNnt I ",en[", ne tollito. 
This Symbol, as welJ as the XXIV. is to exhort 

Men to Charity: The Table was held as Sacred, 
and whatever dropt from it might not be plac'd up
on it again: For 'twas confecrated to the Heroes, 
that is to fay, to the Angels, and therefore was to 
be left for the Poor. What fell from the Table 
among the Grel~. was like the,Ears of Corn among 
the Hlimws, that had efcap'd the Hands of the 
Reapers, and which the Maller was not permitted 
to gather up: For God had forbidden him. CII. 
meJIHeris [eget"" teme tll4 nOli tonaebis N[fIIII "d fl-. 
III", foperfoie. terr"l "" "1IIA1II1ItIS /PicAS cotliglS. 

XLII • 
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XLI~. 

Abllain even from a Cyprefs Chell. .Ab .Arc" 
(;J'Ar~nA·~Jf;.et •• 

• By this Symbol PJthAg.r~s intended to exhort Men 
,not to be over expenfive 10 Funerals. The Rich 
made themfelves be bury'd in Cyprefs Coffins, be
c:aufe that Wood has the Virtue uf preferviDg Bo
dies. Before PJthAt.rAS, Sol.n labotir'd to mode
rate the Expence of Burials, and after him PlAt • .. 
endeavoured the fame thmg: For we fee that in the 
twelfth Book of the Laws he regulates this Expence 
to a very low Foot, fiDee he forbids even th~ richeR: 
,to expend above five MinIS. that is to fay, more 
than fifty Crowns on their FuneraTs : And this the 
Law of the twelve Tables had alfo regulated for the 
R.11IIIns: Regll", Aft;1I '" ,olit •• 

'Tis likely too PJthllgmlS intended to di!fuade his 
"Difciples from gomg to Funerals, and that this is 
the fame Precept" that God ~ave to the NA~reanl. I 

. Omn; t"",.re e,n/'&r"';onis fo~ foP" m.rtllll. n.,. 
ingrlm"lIr. 

XLIII. 

'Toi; p.~ ~e!I-"(1'~ 7i~ct ,s.uGW, Jt;1,a, ~ 'l"O~ 
~OJl,OJl~. 

Sacrifice an odd Number to the Celellial"Gods, 
and to the Infernal an even. CrzlljfibllS ;1I!paritl p., 
&rifle"t., ;,,[n:is ."".. ,AriA.'" " 

The odd Number is the moll ,perfect. and the 
Symbol of Concord, becaufe it cannot be divide~ 
whereas the even may. by reafon of the Equality 
of its Parts: And therefore it is the Symbol of Di
viGon. From hence it is that'God the Fatner and i 

I") Creator 
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/ Creator of aU things was reprefented in the Do

thine of PythAgflrllS by the-Nlimber Olll~ and Mat
ter by Two., From whence we may eafiIy conje
tture the hidden Senre of this SymboL I believe 
that PythAgorAI meant, that to the Infernal Gods, 
IS being more Corporeal and more Earthly, Ihould 
be ofFer'd material Sacrifices, that might he divided, 
and which for this reafon are reprefented by the even, 
Number; and that 'to the Celeftial Gods ought to 
be off'er'd nothing but what is indivifibJe ;, the SouL 
or the Mind. reprefented by the odd Number, as 
the Being whence it derives its Origine. 

XLIV. 

:M~ trtr"~oo, ~eo~ ~ ,J./UTflN.w ,j,1',Jrr"". 
,Offer not to,the Codsthe Wine of an unprun'd 

Vine. Ex ;"'PIltAtis lIitiblU ., Diis IilJAt(J. 
, The LAtin, Tranfiator of PI.tArch, IDd after him 
JI",;,t, believ'd, that by this Symbol P]'iNIt,r41 
defign'd to dilfuade Men from offering bloody Sa
trifices to the Gods, and imagin'd that this Philo
fopher had calfd Blood, 7'he Wine of the .np_1I 
f'in,: But this Opinion is grounded on a corrupt
ed Text, as I have prov'd in my Remarks on the 
Life of N~1IIi1.., This would be a very much forc'd 
and far-fetch'd Figure. Let us therefore 'keep to 
the Explication P~tArch has ~iven of ~~is SymboJ~ 
when he fays, that our Phdofopher Intended by: 
it to recommend Agriculture as a great Piece of 
Piety, by exhorting not to offer to the Gods any , 
thing Wild or Savage, and that grows in an Earth 
uTnillmanufd, or t~t h~ ~t bee~ ren4er'~ mildly b1 
, age. " 

XLV • . ' 
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XLV. 

~.AUg tlA~h'fAW #~ .s-Vro.. 
I 

Never Sacrifice without MeaJ. Ne fillt. FAr;"" 
fMrifoAto. 

The Greek!, before they flew the Victims, 
fprinkled on their Head Barley-MeaJ, or Barley, 
mixt with Salt; which they call'd~ ';~'XrJT~: H,-
1IItr, WMXVT~'IT~,J.M,,1o. Hence it has been be
liev'd that p}thAgorAS. advis'd by this Symbol never' 
to offer a Viaim without the coofeerated Barley; 
but J dare affirm, that this is not the Senfe of this < 

Precept: The Aim of PJthAg,rAS is to recommend 
4gr.u:uu'\lc, as in the foregoing S ymbo}, and at 
tJJ:e fame time he would diffuade Nten from bloody 
Sacriiices, atid ~r:h them to o.ffer to the Gods no .. 
thing bUI: Cakes; or~ if they would offer Vidims,. 
to fQ.bait~ in the place Of living Vidims, the 
figures only of them made of PaRe; as he haa 
don.e .. hen he jlDmO)ated a~ Ox made of Meal, ae
p)Jting to the Cullom he ~ learnt in EDIt, and 
of whj,h I bau fpoba in die Life of that Philo-

, fopher! 
. XLVI. 

·A"..nr~.1~"~ ~ .e;(1~V«. 

Adore the Gods. and Saeri6ce bare-foot. Nlltlis 
,edib.s AdorAlo AlflNe SAcrifjcAtD. . 

P}thAgorAS had perhaps learnt in EgJpt the Stpry 
_ of Mofis, to whom GOd {aid from the midR Qf 

the flaming Bulli, &/ve CalCta",elltHm de pedib.s 
fois; Locus elli", i" 'I'" JAS TerrA [AllaA ,ft. P"ll 
off th, Shots from JONT Ftet; for the P/ACe where 

.. ] •• jJ_ ;1 hql] (jrolllJd. But our Philofopher took 
not this Command in a literaJ Senfe; but gave it a 

I i fiGurative, 
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figurative, exhorting Men by this Symbol to Pray 
and to Sacrifice in Humility and Simplicity 9f 
Heart. 

XLVII. 
n ' . , 

U~~:J"Gi 'U?"V;'pi~O}.tiJlO'. 

Tum round when you Wor1hip. Cir,.",1IEl1U 
AdorA. ' ' . ... 

BJ this tlfrllillg ro,."a. fays PI.tArch. in the Life . 
of N.1IIa, 'tis belin/d Py~hagoras i"tenJed to imi
tat, th, .MDtioll of th, World: B.t I rAther b,li"", 
this Precept to be gro."d,d D. the Sit.AhOIl of ,hi 
Temples, which AlwAls UJD/td tOWArds the EA./f; i,,
[o1l'lll&h thAt thoft who WIlli in, t.,,' d their BACk t. 
th, S.II; A"d by ",,/if/."" wir, oblig' J, in tJrMr 
tD t.1I their Fltces tOWArds it. tD ",Ak! A hAlf t.1I t. 
th, Tight; alld to pIA" th'1IIfllim AfimllArds '" th, 
Prejenc, Df God, the] ",Ad, the whole T.II as'th'J 
lAid their PrAyers. Bm perhaps this chA"gillg th,ir 
PI';" "'AJ hAve [om' R,!Atioll to lh, Egyptian Whe,Is, 
Alld. WAS dejign'd 0111] to jhew, IhAt ther, is lIothillg 
ftx'd nor permanent illlhis World, ad that;1I 7I?ha, 
-ma""tr !o,ver God IlITnS Il"d wintls 0",. Lift, w, o.gh. 
to givt him Thllll~s ""d bt fll;sjld. . 

I have explain'd the meaning of thofe Em,;a" 
Wheels in my Remarks on the Life of N.""" and 
have fllewn that Pbllarch has not hit the true Rea
(on of this turning round that PJthAg'TAS order'd. 
His meanin~ was, that ~en ou~ht to adofe the lm~ 
menfity of God, who fills the U niverfe~ . 

XLVII~. 

XCl.9n~cu ~U~WJ!~~o,,7e. 

Sit dow~ when you Worlhip. AawAttn:1U f~ 
1/"0. '. . . 

Digitized by Google 



; 

PYTHAGORAS.' .~. 
I • 

PllII~rch reads this Symbol otherwire, ¥..:rli~ 
4Te}6It!»J't'TtU, Sit aB2/Jn After ]0. h""e ~or' J. And 
he fays they did fo in token of the 'happy P~ge 
that God had heard their Prayers •. But he gives. 
better Reafon for it afterwards, when he (ays~ that 
it' was to teach us never to addrefs our {elves to the 
Gods whep we are in a Hurry of Alfaits, and that 
we cannot pray but in hafte, and IS it were, by the 
by; but when we have fuBident time, and can 
.imploy all that time withQut Prec.ipitation. But I 
Ul of Qpinion that Plllt"rfh's LeC'tion i$ npt the 
true, and thai the Precept of PJthllgorlll ought to 
be read thus, x.tt.3-Ii~ "'ePx.rwIi~o;7~. When 10. "'"'" 
fit aO'1lJn, or fit' Mwn to "aOTe. that is to fay, pay 
'your Devotions in Tranquility of Mind, without 
any Impatience, and with al1 the Leifure fo holy 
aa A8:ion requires.' To this I will add a lbort Re,-

. mark whiCh is not ufeler,. In the times' of HOJMr 
and of PlthDgfT"s to pray kneeling had not been fo' 
much as heard of: They pray"d tither ftanding or 
fitting. 

XLIX. 
n \Q..,I ,. f'w. «-eJJL •• ;II,Ja~ p.1J OJlUA:''';~. 

Pare not your Nails during the ~crifice. .Ad 
84criftci" .ngllls ne prlleiaito. 

Hf/i,a fays to the fame purpofe. but morc E~jg
matlcallyand more Obfcqre,ly, 

'. M,,~' ri7fO 'tftJl1}~a,o ~E~l' l~} ~ctact~ctAw., 
A··1' " ... , "9 ~,. 
AU 0)1 ~7fO .l.:~~ 'Tctp.JI&t1' «10 fIW' 0'&0 ~#(i) •• 

D.rillg th, Feftiv"l ,f the Gllas. that is to fay. d. 
ring the SlI&rifice, c.t not off with Iron fro", the pArt 
t.h.A1. hAS five Bruches. thaI: is to fay. fro", ,he HAnd 
thAt hIlS five Fingers, the Dr] fro", the Wet. that is 
to fay, th, {Np,rjlllolls pAri of ,h,N"ils. Prttflg",in" 

ling";",,,, : 

Digitized' by Google 



12.1. 'Ihe S T M B 0 L S Df 
1J!'l";1Im: For what. we .cut from the Nai& is dry,' 
the reft is wet; t~t is quick.' But of a fuperlli. 
tioa. Precept PJthAg'TM made a Moral oar. The 
Senfe of this Symbol ii evident, fOl it means, that 
while we are in the Temple, we ought to think 
only of God, to behave our felves re(peltfully, 
lad to banifh aU m~ Tho1!ghts, and Cuelt 1$ are 
un worth! of the Sand:ity of me Place, and of Re
ligion. I_Iii., aevelthelefs gives this Symbol 
Inother Explication, wbjch appeln v~y reafonable, 

- He fays, tllat PJ,hAgoTIU meant to teach by it. thtr 
when they offer'd a Sacrifice, they 1hoUId illvire 
even their remoteR: ll.,latiODS, thofe with whofe . 
Abrence they could beft difpeact, IDd that were in 
the mean,ft and moG contemptible Condition: For 
this Ali: of R.eligion ought to bani1h aU Thoughts 
of Pride, and reconcile Families. 'Tis well knOwn 
that the Sacrifices were always foUow'd by ,an En, 
tertainlll.nt, to which the lltlaboas and Flit" 
were iav~d. " 

. L. 

'O'l'J, e~7r1., 1'"' .s-')"1I'. 
When it Thunders, touch the Ground. C .. 

t'''''' tnT"'" tAngi,o. - .. 
When Thunder grumbles over our Heads, it 

has always been· taken as a 6gn of the Wrat& of 
God. ,PJ'hAgorAl therefore fDeant by this Sym
. hoI. that when God givesui Tokens of his An
ger, we~ oug1lt to endeavoUr to appcafe him by 
Humility •. 

LI. 
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LI. 

~ AV~ ~ i?f07r'l~ou. 

R~ard not yot'lr felf in the Looking,-Glafs. ' by 
the Llglu of a Torch. Ali LII(".""'" fAeiml in 
[peellu III &DlltemplAtflf'. . 

A Looking-Glafs is generally deceitful • . and it 
deceives us moO: when we confult it by CandJc.. 
light; for that falfe Light favours its Lies, increa
fes and ferves to hide them. PJfhAgorAs therefore 
precautions us by this Symbol not to contribute 
to cheat our felves, by regarding our felves in thofe 
Objects that paint and difguile us; r.ao4 he com-
mands us to look on our [elves . e true Light, 

. which is alone that wherein we ee our felves 
fuch as we truly are. , '~ 

-}Ne may likewife make this t.'Vmbol allude to 
Philofophy, aftd Jamb/iells as done fo; but his 
Explication is moreobfcure tpan th Text. l hope 
that which follows will be b t t. erftood. The 
LoOking-Glafs is here mean . e bare Appear. 
ance of oat ural things: For oking-Glafs repre-
fents only the Superficies of the Objeas, and the 
Torch is the Opinion, the Imagination. If there .. 
fore we judge of natunl Truths by the firft Ap. 
pearances, and behold them only' by the Light of 
our Opinions, a Light which is always very falfo 
and unfaithful, we mull of necdlity be deceiv'd. 
We ought therefore to regard them in the true 
Light, which is God: For the Knowledge of Na. 
ture is a CODNquence of the .KnowJ~e of God, 
and depends on it; and tbis was the Doarine of 
PJtIMf!;r~s-. as we fee in tbe L. and LI. of the 
gOlden Verfes. and in the Commentaries of Hiw. •• 
ff'f; ~4 cof~is th9 ~inl· Symbol relates. 

LIr~ 
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LII. 

~EJI, ~. 

One, Two. VnMm, DlltI~ 

I 
i 

By t4e Unit P}thagtlras reprefented God, the 
Creator of aU things; and by the Number T7lI', 
Nature~ as I hive fllewn in the Li~ of this Philo
fopher. This Symbol figni6es the fame thing with 
the former; that we ought to know God abOve all 
Things, and in the next Place, Matter: For as we 
cannot know the Nature of Two. unlefs we 6rft 
know that of One, which ' created it; fo we cannot 
know this yifible World, unlefs we knqw Godf 

LIII. 

'n ' '.... 'cr.:. ' 't' egTIj.UL TO ;tn,ucz., 't1 p'1lJML 1& 'fe,tCeloOA.OJl, 

Hono,ur ;~Of Dignity, the ThrOne and 
the Ternary~ or., to imprimis habitMm, Trih/llf 

, 1liiI, & Triobol . . 
Jamb/icNs feems me to be far · wide of the 

true Senfe. of this SY"1bol, when he fays that P~ 
thagoras would infinuare that the ItAlick.. Sea ought 
to be preferrd to the I,nifk." becaufe the Doarinc 
of the Italic/f., is wholly incorp,rea/, whereas that 
of thelonick., is con6n'd tothe Body. ' 

Lilills GiraldMs, and others, were of Opinion, 
that by the Ternary in this Place, PJthAgoras meant 
to reprefent 'the Holy Trinity, the Myfiery where~ 
of they pretend was . not unknown to this philofo
pher, no more than to Plato, who feems to have 
{pOken of it in his fe(ond and in his fixth Letter, 
but r am perfuaded the:y are mifiikeD: . PJthagorAS 
never had the leafi' ~otlon of the TrInity, anCi he 
not only never had any Glimpfe of this ~yt1:ery, 

b\,lt 
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but even the SyGem of his DoCtrine f(ems intirely 
contrary to it, and from this SyGem it is that we 
ought to draw the Explication of this Ternary, in 
the manner I am about to give it. We have al-
ready feen that he has eGabli1h'd 'tnree Kinds of 
rational SubGances, the Immortal Gods, the He-
roes. that is to faYt the Angels, and the Men that 
are dead in th~ Practic~ of ·Virtue. and whom the 
Divine Grace has exalted to Glory, that is to fay., 
the Saints. Thus you fee. whet h.e here means by 
the Ternary, to which he ~ou1d have us confine 
all our Veneration and Wor1hip; forbidding us to 
honour any Nature inferior to thofe three, as may 
be feen -in Hieroc/,s: I hope this will be thought 
·the true Senfe of this Symbol, the reG is eafie. By 
the Throne. _ P}~hllgDras reprefents Kings and Prir. .. 
,ces, and by the Badges gf Di~nity all thofc ~o 
whom thefe Princes impart tbeu Authority: He 
.requires us ,therefore to honour Kings. and their 
MagiGrates. in a \Vord aU whom God has plac·d 
over us~ to be our Governors and Guides. . 

LIV." . 

'hlp.CtJJI 'ZI'Jlt6J11CtJJI 'Tt.W ~;t~ '2I"esa~ 
- ' 

.When the· Winds blow, adore Echo. Flllntiblls 
Pentis, Echo .dotll. 

I own I underfiand not the Expikation Ja~. 
hliells has given thisSymboJ, when he fay's, TbatwI . 
• lIght to honollY lind /0'V, th, R,jimhlance, th, [mAg' . 
fJ/lh, Divin, E./fonces lind Powers.' _ 

LiliHS GiYllldHS came nearer' the Truth, when he' 
{aid, that the Winds in this Place reprefent RwoilS, 
Seditions. Wllrs, 'and thlt Eeho is the Emblem of 
.defart .Places. and that p}th.gOTIlS by this Symbol 
meant to exhort his DifclPles to leave the Towns 
where they Caw Wars and 'Seditions, and retire iru:o 

Places 
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Places more quiet an4 peaceful~ into Forefts, and 
into Defarts, which are the Ilea-eat of EcNJ .s 
QuiJ tells us. 

I"., ,lAtel 'sJlvUt -1Wt- in M",,, viM""', 
O"",;~.s ,."dit .... 

Eat not in the Chariot. Ex "'"" ,. ,o,..dil': 
I« thus this Symbol has been tranflate<4 The 
Chariot reprd'eats Voyages aDd Battds,forthey made 
ure of it to travel, and in Fight. PJthAgorAl ther~ 
fore adverrifes us by this Symbol, that in time of 
Altion there is no while to cat; or that in tbis Life~ 
which is Dieed a Voyage, we muft not think we 

. are here only to eat .. <1 drini';" and to have no 
thoughts for any thiftg, bat whatCOllceras the Bo-

o dy: Tlais is the E.xplication bas been ginn to this 
Symbol, and which I am not ovcr-fatis6ed with; 
therefore 'till a better be found out, take my Con
jeCture of it. The Greek... Word AllflePt~ lignifies 
not only a Cbariot, but a Seat, a Chair, Sen.",. 
When therefore P]thAgorAs forbids us to eat in our 
'Seats, he forbids us to eat litting, that is to fay, 
without working. 

LVI. 

Put on your Right Shoe lirll; .nd "aib your 
Left Foot lirll. Dextr"111 pede", pri,."", cA/erA,., 
fimftr"", 'IIerl prim"", ia'llAto. The putting on of 
our Shoes reprefents the Functions of an aCtive Life, 

and 
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and the Bath the Delights of an idl~ and e6emi. 
nate Life. P]thAgorAs therefore exhorts his Dnci-
pIes by this SymbOl- to be more forward to embrace 
an attive Life than a Life of Bare and Pleafure. 

LVI. 

• 
Eat not the Brain. C".,/Jr.", 111 ,Jill. Which 

means~ 'Opprefl "" }"IT Mind 'With 100 mIlCh St.dJ 
And Wo.r. which WAjllS tuM /Mig_s it; bllc give 
it Come Refrefument: . 

- N,e .'erris "';1IfIrt'lll 
COlljiliis 1IIIi",1I", ''''tigll. 

LVII. 

~O~"'J- p,~ rpU1'looa. 

Plant nOt the Palm-treee. PlllmA'fll'" pItt»tAt,. 
1 have read this Symbol of P}thAgorJls, but have 
no where met with the Explication; fo that we have 
nothing to do but to guefs at it. Tht PaIm·Tree 
i"S very ufeful and of great Service in the Country 
where it naturally grows: ""twl'reh flys the BII"r 
~1IiA1ls reckC)n'd ap three hundred and lixty feyt-" 

• ral Advallttges they gain'd from this Tree; lrut 
-..hen it once COIJl'eS to be tranfplanted. 'tis no lon
ger good far any thing, and bears only a wild fOlt 
of Fruit, that cannot be eaten. Therefere when 
P]thAgorlls fays, ThAI 'W'¥1IIght lIot til plllllt the (JAIwI· 
tree, he means, that we ought to -do nothing 'but 
what is ~ood an4 ufefuJ. We may likewife give 
this Symbol another Inrerpretat'ion, which appears 
to be as good as th~ former. The Antients write. 
that the Bud which the Grllil.! call th, BrA;n ,f th, 
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p.u.Trlt; is very fweet to the TaRe, but that it 
caufes great Pains in the Head. Xtllophon in the 
{econd Book of the E~dition of CJrtu fays, that 
the Crt.S:! of CleArchllls 'Army fell lick with eating 
it. So ~ P}thAgorlU might by this Symbolmean 
to exhort U5, to avoid whatever is pleafant and de
Ji~htflll at firft, but in the End caufes Trouble and 
Vexation of Mi6d. 

LIX. 

~7fcw~d~ ,<»,o.aafl«£ 'to~ 0iO~ ~ 'TO ot~. 

Make the Libations to the Gods by the Ear. 
LibA,;,;nA Diis fAcitll I" .AllriclI/Am. 

PhilojfrAtllS mentions this Symbol in the Life of 
ApollonillS, and (ays that .Apoll(J1Iilll fpeaking one 
Day of the Libations in prefcnce of a young Mant 
and having faid, that there was a Liquor that ought 
to be facrific'd to the Ears, and the Libations of 
it • made in the Ear, the young Man burR out a 
laughing, becaufe 'tis impoffible to drink in the 
liar. But he took in a literal Senfe a Symbol he 
ought to have expJain'd figuratively. . 

PJth"l.or(ls, and after him his Difciple :ApllllolliIlS, 
ineant to fay the Libations ou~ht to be accompa
ny'd with Mulick, and the Gods honour'd by 
finging of Hymns and Songs of Praife, which are 
the moR acceptable Libations can be made them. 
P}thAgorlU had learnt in Eopt, that the Jews im
ploy'd their Voic;es and, InLtruments to ling the. 

'00. 10.,.. Praifes of God, Pfo.lt"illm jllcllndllm cllm CJthAril. 
Hllm" knew it to be truc, that Mu£i~k is. pleafing 
to God; for he feigns, that at the FeaRs of.the 
of the Gods, .Apollo plays on the Lyre, and the 
M;Jfes flng with Voi,es fo fweet as even to ril4 
villi the Hearers. 

It", 

Digitized by Google 



P Y T H A,G 0 R A s. 
Here follow flme other Symbols, which 'til pret",d .. 

eJ were c.olleaed bJ ~Iutarch: I h"ve Jillght 
the. in his Wor,<!, bllt U n. Impojl; hOWl'ller 
f think.. fit to Jllbjoin them to 'hI /o,..er, {,1I1 
withollt the Greek Text, whicp I colflti nwff', 
meet withi 

,Never eat the Cuttle-F1ih~ Sip;"", '" rJi'i1~ 
, PllltRCh teaches us a very Lingular Q..uality~ that 
is naturally inherent in the Cuttle-Fifu. He fay. 
that when 'tis taken in a Net, it cafts out a ,Li. 
quor it has under the N ec~ and that is black as 
Ink; and that by fo doing it dyes the Water all 
around it of a black Colour, and covers it felf as 
it were with a dark Cloud, by which means it 
makes its efcape from the Sight of him that ha, 
taken it. . 

PJth"gor"s therefore meant, VnJert"k! no dArit 
."d intricAte -Aff"irs, which Will come to •• thi.g evell 
when JOII think... ]ollr filf Mlljfer of the",. Or ra
ther lie intended to forewarn us, to have ho Con .. 
v,erfation with falfe and diffembling Perfons; fot 
they will abandon us in Neceility, and get awar 
fa:om us by confounding eveTY. thing with thell' 
black Villany and Falihood, to flip their own Ned .. 
out oEtbe NOofe, 

LXI. 

Stop notat the Threlhold. I" Ilmi", .," "nJi~ 
I-tim: Which means, Conti"fH",' thilbtflllA114 
""wIT;"g., 11tH chllfi 1",r Side. ; , . 

LXII. 
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LXII. 

Gi\'c way to a Flock that goes by. Pr~!.redien-

:.:r:l.!/,:iA ,M~It~~;;~h %11C:lnl. 1bAi: W6 
LXIII. 

'Avoid the Weezel. Mt4jfelam drlitA: That it 
iO flY, Aulid 'f "le~§elffs; for 15 PIH1'~fch 'tif 
pretll'\dfd w:hat i:he" \V ffZel hrifgs forth it~ younf 
by the Mouth, and that for this reafon'tis the Em .. 

~~::;rP~ r:::;;:, ~:e!e!~:~fe:f!~lmhl kn!;O~l;~ 
well it had been contelled; and that Ariftotk him .. 

hal prol'd, fhaf tbf VY:feZP prn"juffs iw:~.ynnng 
likf othfr ff£lio;-~ls, and w:hlf thi51 ffble flas ground .. 
ed only on the Weezels often carrying their young 

Plnc;e no go Mn5l%th, - ,-

LXIV. . 
RcfuCe nbe \V'eapon51 a Woman offefsyou~ Ar· 

.,," ",NI,ere /ilmminijlrAt" rej'''' Woman. by 
rea1Pn VI eafne(" of ber Sew:%jt is ihe 

'of Anglf" Rev£lngf:' Fw:%r thofe,Paffions proceed 
from W caknefs. 

p}tJ]w:%gOf'#S ther£llorf me£lw:%t, W£l IlIght r]= 

~~:~~1~fjeJi:~;::~~C~:V:h1: ::!~~~;r o~;h; 
to fake part with Woml2:n their ffefe£le:ml2:£ltsll no] 

~l2::ho~f!nJ~~~~~~a!;le;~w:%!~ t~::lc~~f; 
thit hffC from tilennc. ' 

C zed '-lJ' J~ 
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LXV. 

Kiil not the Serp~nt that chan~es to fall within-. 
your Walls. C(}tubrum intrA ~des collapfom ne 
perimito: Which m(:ans, Do n. hArm tOJoNr Ene
TIIJ' when he is become JOllr SHppliNlt, ana JOIIT 
GNejf. . 
. The Serpent always lignifies an Enemy, becaufc 

indeed it has been the Enemy of Man ever fince 
the Maledidion pronounc'd againfl: it, Gen. 3. 14' , . , . 

LXVI. 

'Tis a Crime to throw Stones into the FountaiD$~ 
Lapiaem in Fontem jAcere ScelNs. Which mea~ 
Thllt ?tis A greAt Crime to torment Ana perfecHte gooa 
Men, AlId ',hop that Arl Nfeflll to the PNblic~ 

He.Jf0a {aid before PJthAgorAs, M"j" em 1t.f"rl,., 
(ollfHJ', 'neqlU foper Fontes me;to. To fay, Corrupt 
not and rel)der not ufeIefs the Good that others 
do, and never make a Scoff' at your Be~efactors. 
Solomon has likewife compar'd good Men to Foun- , 
taim, when he 'fays, That a Juft Man who falls 
before the Wicked, is a Fountain whofe Waters 
are troubled with the Foot, and a'Spring corrupted 
ahd [poil"d. Fons tNrbatlls peae, & vena CWrNptll, Prov. 2.; •. 
jNfllls cAliens COTAm impio. . , 2.'. 

LXVII. 

-Faed DO~ your (elf 'with your Left Hand. Sin;'" 
flTA almm ne fomitfl. Live onlJllpon what JON get 
hollejfiJ Ana jNfllJ~ Ana fopport not I )OIlT felf bJ 
R4piM "" Robber], but by your LaboW': For die 

. Left Hand bas alw.ays been the Hand fufpeded for 
, ThieveI")'; lnd therefore CatNIIIIS writing to .Aftlli
'lIS, who had ftole his Handkerchief, fays, 

K l. 'MANTi.:. 
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A:fllldcineA/lni~ iIL:???u ft:nifha 
N::m be:Ie i?2 j?::;o ?2tque 7Iillo: 
T::;lIi? Lint::;4 ?2tgligmtiorllm: 

10XVIIl 

'Tis a horrible Crime to wipe off the Sweat 
with Iron. SlIdorem ferro abpergere tetrum nefAs. 
By which was meant, 'Tis II 7Ier) criminAl .AUion 
to ta'<! from an, one bJ Force and Yjounce tIle E. 
flate he" hils /l.ot" by his Labour, And the SWe:f.t ::;f 
his BrlWs: for Sweat is ge::;::;r::;Uy f?2r wh .. t 
we get by our Labo?2f; b::;c:mf::; of M::;ledifii-
on pronounc:d ::;ft::;r s:h::; Sin ::f th::; 6::fi: Man: In 
co.o.="" J :::"e 1/::Jt::s :11' 7I::rc:o::o;s TI::is "S-:m'""-o! oi' n, ~jj(iJW!!r" """",' 'f/'-' & 'ff"J ~ w om ,- .I "'""'.or:; "" £ • 

~:f;:;l:.!:, th::; f~~ ~~~~le::;::; s: h~;I1~~~~::;;:~:e;~ . 
q~Jffo q1M prog.:iTfJIlff:?: J""m. lIe 'iJlho ffoakes . 
K.iLtI4J the BrJ:cd t/::?2t is {1Ai?2'd b, the Swell:§. of 
B::;n&l, is lik! hi~ kllU hi:§. fileighb::;,,::" o? 

LXIX. 

Stick not Iron into the FootHep·! of a Man. Ho-o 
minis Yefl~g;A ferro ne conjig}tli. . Which .......... means; 
MA1'I.:g/e nil the Memor] of the Dead. For this 
Symbol has no relation to the Sorcery that is pra
Ctis'd at this Day, and whereby they pretend to 
flop a Man, a Hor(e; or the like, by fticking a 
Nail into one of his FootHeps: This Pie::s:e ?2f 
Witchcraft is a M9dern Chimer::;, was: uu
known to the Antients. 

LXX~V . 



PYTHAGOR 
PATents leave IISJ (lIIght n6t to {erve to m~e liS live 

;7"$ Idl;t:c:cefs Fllxv7"J. And I am perfuaded PJ
thafl6rvs tovk thi'S Sdmbvl thfl Pi't'S~Pt of IIe
ft,d~ that forbifs to down upon Tombs, , 

Mnd-' i?r' a#-vnlO,a-, "a.e{~G1V. 

Lay nOt the 
gr'!",' la.(C,cIIIIIWJ 
. LEY' #H'ift?'J, 

LXXI, 

on the Lire, 
ne m;ttit6. To fay, 

YQUU Efhte O£K;t • 

,Leap now: frOili Ua;t Ch;t;tiow: your Feew: elole 
• tOfethiCs. D;t Rh:c'd4 jvnEli§ pedilJlIs exilito. Whdh 
is as much as to fay, Do nothing inconjiderAuly2 
,cl?:ct?;ge vot pllr Ltndition ;t4JbIIJ v;td ,f JdL
.den. 

LXXIII, 

Threaten not the Stars, Iv Aftf'lIm ve Digitvtf':C 
intent/ito. 'teach us, i.Vot to b, tranj,orted with 
ALler Hllli?y'1: 01lf'SlIdf'7r;07n;?? an?1 whr tafrur 
lJ to ;nl'gh~Bn the Dllrk...nejs of our Vnderftandings. 

LXXIV, 

Place not the Candle ayainft the Wall. Candf'
,/An lid LArirtem ne applic";to.. That is, Perfijl n6t 
lJb{l:inau71, tr inliiChten ??r ;??f1:rIlH jluiCid dull ' 
"d;"/randlJ1gs; fo;' the] will' re.Jift JOII; Injfruf1i~ns, as 
,a VIall ;tepelt and 9riuiCs FiCek w:fe ?tf 

K LXXV. 
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LXXV. 

Write not in the Snow. In Ni'VI1I1 [cribit •• 
That i5, TTlljl lIDt J"'" Prectpts ttl PerfillS .• f " 
fift And ejfe1ll;Nlte NAt,"e; for the leaft Heat, that 
is to fay, the leaR PerfeCtion melts them, and your 

. Precepts wiJl vanilh away •. 
The Greek! faid in the fame Senfe, t. write .,.. 

the Wllter, meaning, to labour in vain .. to ,;ve In
ftrufrions to dull and fluggilh Natures .. who can-

I not !'ftain them, and where they are iromediatcly 
eff'ae'd. . -

The End of the S'TRbols if Pythagoras. ,- -

I 
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T HE R E. is nothing ,mQre natural, thin' 
when we read any Work, to defire to 
know the Author; and the finer and more 

ureful the Work is, the more we are dcfll'ous' to 
know to whom we are obli[d for the Pr()fit and for 

I the Pleafur~ we gain by r~admg it. This is what in
duc'd me to make diligent Search who wasthe Hi".,. 
~"" that was the Author of thefe excellent Commen
taries On the Verfes of PphilgorlU! For to know 
.only his Name, which he had in .. common wIth 
feveral others, is not knowing .who he was; and I 
fee that even the mon Le~n'd are not agreed as 
to that POiDt. 
. Antiquity furnHhes us with fev.era! elPinent Men; 
who bore the Name of HilTodel. The firft isH~ 

. ·.,."ks the Brother/of MI",ek" a Native of At.. 
~MUJA in CeriA. Thefe t!fo ·Brothe.rs were in great 
R.enown for their E.loquence. CkITo-, who. had 
~h feel! ~4 ~~ them, fpeaks of it in fcpev1 eral 
. ace$ 
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in his Orator 
them: Te'F-

III qllo f"er"nt Afiaticorum , 
RhetorHm principes, Hierocles & Menec!e5, mini~ 
me me'" fintenti. coine.nendi. EtJi ,nim III form.' 
veri/atu, d' ab Atdtorum Regllia abfont, tamen' 
hoc vi/illm 'compe"j""t, 1 vel facilitate vel cop;.. The 
third ;Son/is that;'" which'the t1PO Brothers, Hiero-

I¥ienedes" impJzrlri they were 
the Afiatick O?!'?!'rrrrr 'in mJ Opin;-
no wife to for th. the] 

tbl Chltraa?!'?!' And from the 
O?!'f/e, the) ",a~e ri., Defea, b] 

the'Fltu"CJ of their Compojition, a,d bJ their Copi~ 
(llIfnep' of LA1!JII"lc. ~he <;hara~er of ~tyle de
fcqb dID' t,hlS P~age IS enough to fuew that tbe 
Hieroc/es of Cicero was not h'im~ who commented 
on the Verfes of PythagorAs; for his way of "ri~ 
. rothing in it of manner,.. be-

where clofe Betides, he 
not a 

was the by Sttph". 
writ the the moft ex-
artd moO: he had feeh. 

'For ExampJe, he fpeaks of a Nation of Hyperbw ... 
,,"s call"d the Tarcy"eans, where Griffins guard 
'the Mines of Gold. He fays, that nothing is more 
worth feeing than the BrA,hmans, a People addiCted 
to Philofophy, and particula'rly devoted. to the Sun~ 

ro mann'er of live always a-
the open Air, til things ho-

cultivate wear only 
mtde of LiAnen the Rocks; 

he, they take Threads that 
grow upon the Rocks, {pin them, and make of them 
their Clo~th$, which will not hUrn in the Fire, and 
which they nev'r wafb; but when' they :Ire dirty, I : 

fhror tJ.e~ in the ~~ft of a burning Flame't=' 

::';oogle 
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they become white and tranfparent. He makes mention 
. of the· Linnen call'd AsbeflNS. which we 'at this 
Day find in the PJTlnlan Mountains, fuch as he 

~ defcribes it.· This Hitrocles liv'd (orne time after' 
the Age of SITllbo, that is to fay, after TiberiNs. 
. The third was a Sloi.c/t Philofopher, of whom 
menri0n is made in .ANINS GIlliNs, who fays. that I 

as often as the Philofopher TaHrNs heard {peak of 
£,;CNTNS, he had immediately in his Mouth thefe 
Words of Hilroeles. a· grave and holy Man: -'IC Thllt 
,learNT';s thl,~nd orMAn, is thl Tentl of II Har-. 
141: That Provid'ncl IS nothing. is IIIIOthlT T'n't of 

. II Harlol. By thefe SayiQgs this wife St,ict forti
fy'd himfelf as with an Antidote, againR: the'two 
Maxims that were the Foundation of the philofo
phy of EpiCNTNS, and which were very pernicious 

. in the Senfe the Libertine EpieNrlllns gave them. 
This Hieroeles was therefore more antient than 

raNrNS, ·and by confequence liv'd in tbe latter End' 
.of the Emperor .AdriAnNs. Neither the Traveller, 
nor the Philofopher, could poffibly be the Authors 
of thefe Commentaries on the ,Golden Verfes. So 
{erious and fublirne a Work is not of the Pen of a 
Traveller. arid the Hieroel'J we are look~ng ,after 
.was a 1!}lhllgorlllll. not a Sloj,~. Betides, 'tis cer
,lain thefe Commentaries were not written in thefe- -

.~ond Century. . 
'. We find another Hieroeles who was a Civilian, 
and of whom is cited a Treatife of Difeafes and of 
their Cures, which he dedicated to BIIJJMS a Philc
fopher of Corilllh. . 

There is a fifth H"""les. who was a Gramma
rian, and who has given us a Treatife of the Em
pire pf CfJlljlAnt;IIGpk. But neither the Gramma-
,rian, Dor the Civilian, is our Hi""c",. . 
, B~ 
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But fee without any manner of doubt where we 

muft look for him. Under the Empire of D,ocu,. 
fum there was an Hin'ocles of BJfh;";",, who .xecu
ted as NiCfl1lHaiA the Offi~e of Judge, and to 
whom the Emperor gave the Government of A-

'lex_ri", to recompence him for the Ills he had 
done the Chriftians. He was not fatisfy'd WIth 
perfecuting them with the utmoft. Fury, but he 
likewife writ againft them two Books, which he 
call'd PlUill,thes, Friends of Tr.th, where he en-

,deavour'd to prove the Fal1hood of tile HoJy 
Scripture by a thoufand pretended COIJtradittioBS 
which he believ'd he had found in it, and wherein 
he prefum'd to equal, or even to prefer .Ap.lleni., . 
TJ""rztlS before. J efus Chrifi:. 

A little after this we find an Hiwocus, who was 
born at Hillarillle, a Town in Car;a, who after ha
'ving follow'd for fome time the Trade of a Wre1l. 
ler, quitted ~he Gym""!lIIm to apply himfelf to 

'Philofophy, ~ ItBAnS"!AlV Crm ,11 .. 06'O,'fIJI tt.1C.9H~. who 
from the C ••• ts ,f the Gymnafium, or wrejlling 
PI"et, ,,/I of" ffkid,n t",.,,'d Philof'lher, fays Stt-, 
ph"""s.. • 

, To this Day tl,tefe two Hieroclef have becn,c:on'; 
,founded. YoffilU -pretends that. the Governor of. 
AJex""dri" is th'e fame with the WreftJer, and I' 
fee that. J.h" P'lIrfon, one of' the moft learned 

- Men that E"gl""d ever . produed, does not vary 
'from this Opinion, provided he may be permitted 
to give another Interpreration to the Paffage of 
Steph"""s I but now cited. He will have the Greek.. 
Word tt.9A"S-I!I~iI which we explain'd the C.mbMs of 
·theGymnafium, to lignilie.the Combats the Chri
ftians had to fupport againfi: the Heathens, and the 
Perfecutions they had fuffer'd; an..d to prove this, 
be quotes a Paffagc from E"fobilU. wh. (peaks of 
the Combats of the glorious Martyn, .9tO'1l'ft'7l';' 
M1I.f711flll' .. Si"S"flr. But this learned :e,,,glifhrIIMI was 

. - not 
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DOt aware· that t£.3-A"'Hr" might well be us'd in that 
Senfe in relation to the Sufferers" and in no wife in 
relation to thofe that inflict the Sufferings. For 
Example, we may fay, This MArlJr, At the End of 
hisgloriolU COmbAts, wAscrow,,'d, for 'tis the Mar-
tyr that combats: aw: we cannot fay orthe Judge /. 
who pre6des at ~he1e Impious Executions, ~4t At 
the E"d of his Co",bAts he went II repo[e hi",folf; for ' 
the Judge combats not at all. . 

Therefore PeAr/oKs Suffrage for the Opinion of 
YoI!Hn, being founded only on fo groundlefs an Ex

_ plication, ought not to be of any Weight or Autho
. rity. But fee here fome other Reafons thatoj>pofe 

thIs Opinion of Piffi.s, and prove that he has not 
duly examined neither into the different Charaaers 
of .thefe two Hierociel, nor into the T iDles they 
liv'd in. . , . 

The Occupation of a Wrefiler, and that of a 
Judge, are not more different than thefe two Hie
rocies, . both as to the~r Handly and U nderRand-

. ing, . . 

. In the Judge the Antients found only Cruelty, 
Animoftty and Injuftice.· . 
_ In \the Philofopher we difcover nothing but E

quity, Uprightnefs and Humanity. 
, In the Judge they found.a Man of ordinary U n
derftaDding, a J ud~ment little found, and lefs ex-

I perienc'd" a dull Cmick, and an inexhauftible Stock 
of Impudence and Fallhood. We, ne¢only read 
what E"pbi.s has recorded of him to move our 
Scorn and Indignation, .A MAlI, fays he, of n, 
R~".fo,., 71IJ J"dgmmt, ,., mt. 

And in the philofopher we obferve a very dear 
and deep Underfianding, a found Rcafon, an ex
quifite Judgment, much Penetration aDd Wifdom. 
and a paffionate Love for T ru~h. . 
. It 'fecms impoffible 'that the Writings of Hilrfl
tiel againfi: the: Chrift~ I.teligion~ and thefe Co~ 

I . mentarles -.... - .~ . 
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mentaries on the Golden Verfes of P,lhllgor4S, fhould 
be tlie Work of the fame Author. In the firft, all 
was frivolous, ~ot~ing new, ~othing fingubr; nay, 

. moll of the ObJectIons were often Holen Word for 
Word from C,lftu and from 'porphJrills, had already 
heen refuted a hundred times, or contemn'd; and 
what is very obfervable, were contrary to th~ Max
ims of Philofophy. On the contrary. in the laft, 
if we except fome Opinions in which this philofo
pher had too blindly follow'd his. Maller, all is 

. nrcmg and folid. No 'where are ther~ to he feen 

. greater and .more fublime Ideas concerning the Na
ture of GOd, and the Duties of Man, and no where 
Principles more found and more conformable to the 
Truth. of the Chrilliaa Religion. This Work may 
,y/ell be compar"d to who.tever the greatell philofo
phets o.f ~ntiquity have written. 'Tis EVident he 
Itad read the Holy Scriptures. but far from caftin,g . 
in Stones to dillurb the Waters of this Divine f'0W!

tain, we may plainly fee he had been drawing ,out 
of it. and that he had been making good .ufe of 
this Sourc:e of Light, to clear up many Articles of 
the PlIg" Theology; nay even to enrich and di~ 
ingage it from many gro(s Errors that the Light of 
Nature alone was not able to difpeJ. \ 

It will perhaps be alledg'd that thefe Conjed:ures 
2re not of fufficient Force to oblig~ us to make twe 
Authors of one; and that 'tis very poflible andv~ 
ry likely too. that a Man who. lias given ~ident 
Proof of a great Strength of Judgment, and of an 
uncommon Share of Wit in the Treatifes he has com
pos'd of Philofaphy, . fhould Rag and gi"e himfelf 
the Lie, when he undertakes to oppofe Truth. and 

, to make FaHhood tr~umph over it. PorphJr;IIs him~ 
(elf, who has written fo well that even to this Day 
his Works are read with Pleafure, is Bot always the 
fame, and fhews· not· the {arne Judgment an4 the 
fame 'So:Iidity in the Books he compos'd agail)fi the 

_. Chrillian 
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Chrifiian Religion. as in his other Writings. What 
can be expected from thegreatefr Genius,' if he : 
undertakes to combat againfr God ~ But PorphJTiMS is 
Dot fo different from himfelf in thefe Jail Works 
as the Author of thefe Commentaries would be', if' 
he bad made the Books againll the Chrifiians. . 

But fee another Reafon; which I take to be of 
weight. 'Tis well known that Apollonills of 1j1UlA, 
that famous Impollor whom the Hier,ClfS that was 
thcYAuthor of the Books againfl the Chrifl;ians had 
tile Folly to cquaJ,inay. even before prefer to Je
Jus Chrill. dep'riv'd Man of Free Will, and held 
that all was govern'd by the Laws of DelHny. that 
nothing could avoid or change.' Ellfl~illl imploys 
a whole Chapter to refute this falfe Doctrine in the 
Treatife -he has .compos'd againll H;erocJes. Now 
I affirm, that if this impious Hierocles had been the 
fame Perfon who made thefe exceUent Commenta
ries, Eufl"ills would not have fail'd to have taken 
Arms from thefe COmmentaries to have overthroWn 
this fal(e DoCtrine of Apollollills upqn Liberty. and 
to reproach his Panegyrifi, that he -txtol'd above 
our Saviour a Man imbu'd with a capital Error con
cerning a moll important Truth; laying which afide . 
there is no longer either Virtue or Vice. or Wif
dam or FoUy. or Order or Jufrice; and a Man to 
whom he was directly of a contrary Opinion, tince 
never any Philofopher has with more Strength of 
Argument or greater sondity afferted the Doctrine 
of Free Will than himfelf. Ellfl'IJills would farther, 
have drawn from thefe Commentari~s, and from the 
other Works of HitrICles, wherewith to confute ~d 
dellroy all the Itables and all the Chimera's with 

. which PhiloftTlltlls endeavours to imbelliili the Life 
of ApolloniNs., feeing there is nothing (0 oppofite roo 
this falfe PhiJofopliy as . the DoCtrine of J/iertltiel. 
From whence I believe we may probably enough 
Conclude that ~he Author of thefe Commentaries 

IS 

( 

I~J 
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is not the Impious ",erocln againR: whom ENfiIJilllo 
has written~ 

But fee herefome other Reafons °that I have ta
ken from Chronology. and which perhaps will be 
allow)d to have the Fgrce of Proofs. 

Hierocles. Governor of .Aiex""ariA, and the Au
thor of the two Books againft the Chriftians, was 
dead before the Year 340 of Jefus Chrift. 

D4mAftiNl. who liv-d under the Emperor Jllfti
II;an, had feen TheojebiNs, the Difciple of the Phi
Iofopher Hierocles, as he himfelf tells us in a Pafflle 
I will cite anon. . 

It feems very difficult that a Man who was cer
tainly alive in Sl8. iliould have feen and known the 
Difciple of a Man who was dead before 11-0. And 
by confequence there is little likelihood that Hie- . 
roeles the Philofopher and Author of the Commen
taries on (he Golden Verfes. 1hould be the fame 
Hierflcles who was Governor of -AlexAndrill, and 
an Enemy of the Chriflians. 

Were there any Particulars remaining of the Life 
of the philo(opher. they would perhaps ftrengthen . 
the Reafons I have advanc"d: But we know but ve
ry little of him. and that is what D4mtljcills writ, 
alld which Photills, and after him SlIidAs have tranf
mitred to us. ° 

See then what this Author fays. who livid early 
in the fixth Century. The Philofopher Hierocles, he 
~IH bJ his S.bumit) of style, Alia b) his EIDq.II", 
.hAS rellanl d fo lAmoNI Ihe School of Alexandria, joill" d 
to Cfllljf411C} ""J GreAtlUji of SOIl/, 4 Be4111] .f Wit 
4"a FIIIe"c) of Exprej]ion IJlJfllIJ Alilmilgill4tioll. He 
fP.I(e ')Uith fo mIlCh EAfi. lind ')UAS fo hllPl] i" the 
Cwke of go.aWortis, thAt he chAr"''' All his HeArers, 
AIId Al1IJA]S fiem'd to enter the Lifts IIgll;njf Plato, ttl 
e,ntlllli ')Uith hi", for the GIM] flf the Belllltj ,f Di
aioll, Ana Depth flf 'ThINght. He htUt II Diftiple I 

uIIJ Theofebius, who .f All the M", I IfJ" Itnew, \: 
. . /wJ! 
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IJi,d the m.ft denetrAtin!. Judg",ent~And1llAs the ""ft' I 

exp¢;rt reAding .. je~¥'¢;t Th¢;ught;: of tPe 
Ti;is Th¢;ofehi~&s {IIiP. that AS hlierodes WA~ ,ne D4J 
eXh/aini"'l Plato, he fAid, thAt the 'f StKra-
te;s wor;: Jik! Dice, thAt ,;:;lwap uprIght, wl;pich 
wal {oever thel fall, A MisfortHne that befel ;shis 
Pl,~lofo;sl;p¢;r, Jltv',1 ;so ,PH,lay his C¢;urag¢; anotJ hi" 
M.gn~1Jimit} in their full Sple,!d,r. Belnd gone to 

'11"'.1~''''11' h¢; dre;:;, upo;:; himpif Ham·d the 
Gtlverllors.. was Cilft into Prifln, br,ught before the 

111'1"".11 .f :];:;ft'~'¢;1 cOtNlemn',i, deli';:;~r',J liver 
to fix Li8:ors, who cutA'!d gAjJ/d him 'till he was 
All ¢;ver llloo,i, . B;:;t he.' noth.1Jg ,dlmal I¢;.,l" 
handful of the Blood th~t flrMln'd from his Wo~ds, , 
A1Jll th¢;t'1J' it th,' Fac¢; 'f tP¢; Judde, to 
him this Pir[e .f Homer; ,-

KV"A~, in, 70 O{"Oll i7f~ ~dl'e; d"~f! .. h~,c(/" ,,~la. 

H,ere, Cyclop~" dri~k this Wi~~,. after thou haft 
gHEtted thy K¢;If wTItn rieHH w.1J%: ba
nifh'd, And heillg returll' to Alexandria, he tA"gb, 
Philofohhl as h¢; hAIi been 1J,ont do, £0 thAt ¢;1Jme 
I¢; IJearllim. His great "nd lIJ.mirahle P ilrts Areve
rh 1IijiJ,le in his Commentaries (In th¢; lioltier Petjls of 
IJYl:hagu¢;as, in Trtsttifes ¢;f Pr¢;';:;idence. A1I1i ill 
[everAl .ther Work!~' where he IA)S down the w;flft 
, of it-foi'rls, d'jeover;p a w¢;rdrorJ De/h.? tlf J:.:.ntnV', 
ledge. . 

ThiJ EluE."'U arE.¢;es wie:h Hi1J%:'¢;c/t¢;, the 
Emmyof the Chriftians. It would never have 

fui~p of Alt.rrndri'4, hr 
had render'd a School flouriflljng. That Hinoel,s, 

from beRuH to wiJl Plri¢; fo¢; Sublimity 
of Style and, ProfoundnelS of Thoughts, was, as I 

{lid a!¢;¢;;ldy, M1J%:1i of darts, Be-
fides~ what Probability is there that the Governor 

4i,&i&in.(It$&i {huuld hi trcitE.d at thh 
mannci,:: . 



". 

I E of 
O1:!nner Dam4jC;IIi fpeaks of; whereas all this may 

ag:!ee %J1;i,h a W ret1l;r ~ 

The Philofophical Works that DlimlljeiNs had feen 
Hi:!:!:!oct:!:£, w:£r:! a of and 

Fate, and of the Agreement of our Liberty with the 
ffvidrd int%J1 leve%J1 BooI~;. t1l7:!tiH:! 

has tranfmitted to us fom~ Fragments of the three 

A T reatife of OEconomicks in Imitation of .Ken, ... ' 
on; %J1f M;%J1ims th:! ]"hiluf<rph:!:£§, of 

which the Heads of the Chapters run thus. 
Huu7 II M"n OHVht to ,l"ve:!u himj:!lf. Wow~e= 

hAve himfelf toW~r"s the Gods., "w41"ds his C'Nnlr]; 
his hI' the:! M:!;JYer, h~ ~ro= 

ihers, ,~is ~1e~ his Children. his NeighboNrs. , W,e 
ItJ:!wu:! 10m; Fr;gmen'Z,;s of him m 

, :~064N:~", wh~ch b:tray a "gre~~~,d~ of, ddit, =~ un
,,",-,mmv££ M.ldneb of T"mp"'7 a"d 10 W,s,d. 

~l:;!~~:i:~re:;; ~~~~~~ t~nt~h~ ~r~~~d ~1g~~: 
ternal [;Sy"7 Tb.zt I' well 1'] "he fffrtJ, 
2IJe o,,"fht to dllt our filves ;n the place 'f IMh pArticN
r,:!, a.%J1f ;m,2,line "d7YI h4: we, 7Ynd 7Y71 ar:! JJim, 

Thllt there~ ;s n.thing mor~ worth] of Man, ana 
d4:',tve$ :!%J1or:! ~r"iff7 by LiJfiU7Y1s IIn4:i 

lie BehAvioNr to reclaim II palJionate, wild and brNlifo 
h;$jon, 7Ynd muk.! him bec:!um ",iif, trullablL und Ci;$il. 

In the Treatife of Marriage, after havingfaid rna": (, 
Uf thi;JJs the N;ce1dW'}' od that he fJJds" 
ThAt """"P All domej/ic/t Broils proceed from the ill 

m717'2] fh7Yes 077if for tdeir 
or for their BeltHt}; Witbollt trtlllbling ONr fllvls AbONt 

LliJ7Ynn:!7'$ and iJnc/j,%J171tion:! HW'7Yce it ;s th7Y2 'JIIe 
Dflen mA"} for ollr 1ItisfortNnl, Anti IhAI we AdoI'" 
7Y,,~h G7dtlantl2 the :!f '117' I. i7Ylrod.~e" 
7jrAnI. nol" Wife. 
. He li i7f? ref%if/; 10 m71rry, 7Y'" I@ hllv~ 
Children, ACCNft their F lither s of mllrrJing 'JIIilhullt he,,~ 

A7YJ ,oIlJy;mn thtmfll'71es. In 



H I 'E F. 0 C L "E 'S. 
, In the Treatife ho~ we ought 'to live with our 
Father and Mother, he fays~ that Children oNght tf} 
t:olljider,themfolves,;11 tb.e HONfi (Jf their Filth" 4114 

. MlJther; as;1I a Temple 'Where Nllt'"' .has pillc'd 
t#em, and (Jf which jhe hAl ma.e them the P~;eJh 
AIIJ the MiniJfers, that the] might C(J1ltillNAl1J impl91 
Ihemfolves in the Worfhip of thofo Deities ihllt'gll1Ji 
them a Being.. . .: 

Hc' fays farther, ,that Children oNghl to INrnljb 
Iheir P arenlS with aU thillgs lIeceffar, r lind that for 
fear they /h()Nld forget lin, om of lhem, the] ./boMM 
Ir""ellt thei, Dejires, and often 17ell divine wha~ 
th~l ~aimtJt expLAin themfiives; for thq have, oft", , 
Ji'Uin'd for 1IS, 'When we were nol .ble to tell tl',,1-
Wllnts, all] .therwifo than b, nit Cries, o~ 1n[~1. 
Sta",meriilgs, and our C01ll}Jlaints. ' ) 

He likewife made Commentaries on the Gorg;itj 
of.PlRto, concerning which we have one Partictil~t 
pleafant ,enopgh: DamaftiNs relates it in PhlJt,1In 
He fays, that as 1ij~rocles w~s explaining 'one Day 

, to his Difciples the Gorgias of Platfl, Throf'JHin~ 
'IlVho was prefent. took down, ~e I!.xplicatjon in 
Writing. Some time after this, Hiero,l" ha'\ling 
again taken the Gorgias to explain it, the fame 'Th~ . 

, ofohi1ls writ down that Explication likewife, Word 
for Word ~s'it came from the MButh of his Ma
fier; and comparing afterwards the laft with the 
firG, he found they fcaree agreed in any thing i 
however. which o~e would fcarce believe, they 
were both very conformable to th~ Dod:rine of 
Plato; which proves, adds that Autlior, (A) Wh.tt , 
"" Ocea., 'JI)hat "Dipth (Jf Slnfo th"., 'WAS ;n thll 
grealMIIn. ' . 

TheofobillJ '1hew'd this Difference to Hierocief,' 
who upon. that OctaGon pronounc'd the Saying I 

L' have 

(.) I &aye retain'd the Gr,d PWe. which I take to beidl: 
9¥2'0 pJ,) is,, em,JltlMII' .;v' ti.YJlds ""'''01/ LW j,ey. ri N 
"evi, .. v.-"e-! . . 

• 
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141$' 7be L I FE·"f 
have alr~y' related. that the Argumcots of s •• 
tes are like Dicl"j which ate always uprisht, whicb 
way foever they lye. . 

, Tis, great pity that all ,hefe WorkS of H!".otlu . 
~~ loft: But I regret yet more than any the Lq& of 
, T reatife he made of J ufiioe, which would have fup
pltd the Lofs of alf the reft. DoubtlelS this was 
a Work of great Depth anc:\ Solidity, as we may 
judge by thefe Commentaries on the golden Verfes 
of PJthAgpr.s; where we fee that tbis Philofopher 
,.d. penetrated ioto the very EifeDce of J ufHce. . 
. We have befides a fmall TrcatifeJ intitu)'d. 
J11Ol!.\t@- ""~O~OU d.~;'. the plealant Jc:ftsof 
the Pbilofopher Biertlcks. This is a Iittle~ned:i
on of trilling Sayings, that dropt from tfle Mouth. 
of People newly come from. the School, who in aU 
times have pafs'dformore bllyand foolith than Men 
tbat had lived in tile, worid: Some of them are as 
foUaw. . 
. A Scholar, the fira time he went to bath~, fuDl: . 
under Water, and was like to have been drown''d. 
.Scarod at the Danger he had cfcap'd, he {wore he 
would never IDOre go into the Water ~till he had 
fira leam'd to twim. . 
, Another defiring to accullom his Harfe to li~e 
.without eating, ~ave him neither Hay nor 'Oats : 
And his Horfe being fiarvod to dea~h, he cry'doUf, 
JVhM All _fort.lUlle FelltI'W Alii I! I hAve loft "'1 
Hflrfi jlifl when he ~"J le..,-nt to eM liD more. 

Another. who bad a mind to fee.ifhelook'd well 
.. when h~ was afieep, 1hut his Eyes to look upon' 
himfelf in the Looking.,OlalS.· I 

Another, who was defirous to fell his Houfe, 
took a Stone of it out of the·W all, and carry'd it 
to the Market (or a Sample. '. 

Another, who had a Jar or excellent Wine. 
real'd it up. His Servant made .a Hole in the Bot .. 
tom ~f ~he J ~r, ~4 ~r~~ t~ W~~~~ !h~ ~a~er 

!CClog 

• 
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teeing the Wine go away, thoi the Seal was whole, 
-.tas furprit'd, nor touJd imagine the R.eafon-of-it. 
Sdnicqooy bid- him look if it was not drawn cut-If 
Bottom: liN gr,at fool. faid the Mafter, 'Tis 1101 

1.0111 ., th, BOlto., IJNt lit Ihl r,p. -
_ All the reft are much of the fame Nature, and 
I wonder that any Man could afcribe to m,roc!1i 
the Pbilof~her, a Work fo frivolous; 'and fo1"l'r 
becoming a rerious ,Man. The ~tyJc ~lone pro",,* 
if to be of a much later Date; -fo-r we- nnd Exp-ref'.. 
fions in it, that were unknown to the fourth and 
fifth Century, and that belie the Praifes the Ago:= 

, ti~ts ~ave given to the Beauty of the DiaioD' ~ 
thIS Phalofopher. " --

In the. King's Library there is a great Quantitf 
of Letters from the Sophifl: LiIJa";Ns; that have ne- -
ver been printed. Among them there are rqany 
where mention is made olbne Hi",ocks, aod even 
rome that are direCted to him. - By them he -at>peirS" . 
to have been a Rltetol'ician, wh~ had acqllir'd muc:h 
Reputatioh by his Eloquence, and that he was al" 
ways ,Poor becaufe he had' alWays be~n all honeft 
Man. This Charafter agrees exaCtly with the -Au .. 
thor of tbere Commentaries, and is very- cor-.8{arr, 
to that of the Governor of Al,xllllllriw., who was 
pwn ricb by Crucity and InjulHce: -Nay~'thc' 
very Time fuitS well er)(),ugh'with that when '6~r 
Philofopher ftouri Ih ~d: For the Hi~QCleJ of li"~' 
niN; may have'liv'd to the begibning of.~he~.~R~ 
Century.· But I leave this Inquiry to· thofe \Vh~. • 
have leifure. and would give ihe'lDfelves;.a;be TJ:(l"~ 
ble fQ colleCl; alldlefe Letters, that ar~ ve'Pf V{~r~hy 
to fee the Light, to put them into Order, and 10 ' 
examine whether aU the Author there fays of that 
m"",le{'and of his FamilY:t can, "be brought to a
gtee with what Dam4flills has written of this, and 
whether ~y Conjetiures will be thereby fitengthen'el 
otoverthrowni . -, 1, ro, 
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[ 15 1 ] , 

THE · 

G.olden. Verfes 

'P r r HAG 0 ,R /I S. 
• 

Tr~nflated £lom the Greek, by Mr. Rorwe. 

FIra to tbe'lG09$ thy humble Homage pay; I 

The greateft this, and lirft of Laws obey: 
• I 

P~for11.1 thy Vows, o~f~ye ~hy' pljghte(j. 
" (Trotb,~ 

And let Religion bind thee to thy Oat~. . . 

The Heroes next demand thy juft regard, 2 
lle.n~wri'd on '.Earth, .and to .tpe, Stars p~eferr'd, S 
TQU:ghtand c;ndlefsLifetheirV irtu~ fl,lte .Reward . 

• •. 1 L +pue 
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. . ·17&:~rfi'J fythagoras~ 

Due Rites perform and Honours to the De~ld, 

to ev'ry pioss Shade. 

\Vidl ls:,"3wly Duty to thy Parents bow, of. 

And Grace and Favour to thy Kindrediliow: 

Foa wh~t ~:ooeerris she reft of,Human .. kind~ f-= 

Chufe oul the ~:lan so Vittue bell indiu'd; . ~I 
Him to thy Arms receive, him to thy Bolam bind. :l 

Pofi"eft of fucb. a Friend:? prefeivuhim ftill 

Pliant to aU his Admonitions prove, 

And yield to all 'his Offices of Love . 

Him, from thy Heurt, fo trua$ juftly duar, 7 

no ralh \Vord Hi'"}r lighs Offeuces tear . 

. .Qear all thou canft, Hill with his Failings {hive'll 8 
ILJ ~ 

.And to the utmoft ftill" and Hill f-r"'r~nT~ 
#If '" 

fou Ll:'ong N exploss:s, • 

Th~ feeret Vigour of our latent PowJrs, 
• , •• , # 

Roufaa 
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. 71ie GolJen 'Perfil of Pythagoras.! 

Roufes un H~urt5f 

Force, to its felf uuknuwn befoft, t' 

.. By u(e thy ftronger Agpetites all"wage, 
• 

Thy Gluttony, thy Sloath, thy Luft, thy Rage: 10 

From eachditlwneftAa ofShameforbeari iJJI~ 

Of others, and thy felt alike beware, 

I~et Rev"rence of thy felf thy Thoughts controul,. 

guaig ~h~ facred ".I 'c11lple 01 thy S?uI. 

Let thy W urd pregde, I) 

&hheaD.Uft guide: 

apguintud D&~.&r 

Acuuunt will ~""",.~~ 

'Vhl'l'l'l' ftiiCl:liri be 11 

~a(!~~ord, eachDeedbei~~he5fB~lla¥~e bid, ( 

And all the Good and all the III moft juftJy be rcpaidS 

F9r Wealth the pcriJhil1g, . uncertain Good, 16 

~bbing and ftowing like the fi(:kle Flood~ 

That 

• 
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· 7f,e Go/den Perfis of Pythagoras: IS 1. 
That knows no Cure, no fix'd abiding Place,-

But wandring loves from Hand to HariU fo patS; 

Revolv~ the Getter'sJoy and Loofer's Pain, 

And think if it be worth thy while to gain. • 

Of all thofe Sorrows that attend Mankind. 
~ 

>Vith Patience bear the Lot to thee afiign'd; 

Nor think it Chance, nor murmur ;it the Load;. 

For know what Man calls Fortune is from God. 

In what t~ou mayfl: from Wifdom feek Relief, I~. 

And let her healing Hand alfwage the Grief; 
- . 

Yet frill whate'er the Righteous Doom ordains, 2~ 

What Caufe {oever multiplies thy Pains 

Let not thofe Pains as Ills be underftood 

For God delights not to afflict: the Good. 

The .ieas'ning Art to various Ends apply'd, 21 

Is oft a fure, but oft an erring. Gllide.' 

Thy 
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ih,. Golden Yerflf of Pythagoras~ 
r. _ .. ;~ 

IJ'. 

~ . T.hy J udgmenttherefore found and cool preferve, %'l 

Nor lightly from thy Refolution fwerve; 

The dazling Pomp of Words does oft deceive,· '.' 

And fweer Perfuafion wins the eafie to belleve. 

f '. Whe~ Fools and Liars labout to perluade, 23 

• 
r 
s 

'i 

: Be dumb, and let the Bablers vainly plead. , 

Thi~aboveal1, thisPreceptchieBy learn, %+,31';26 

This nearly dqes, and firft thy felf concer.Qj 

Let no Example, let DO foothing Tonguej . . 

Prevail upon thee with a Syrm's Song, . 

To do thy Soul's Immortal Eifence wrong. 

Of good and III by Words or Deeds expreft, 

Chufe fot thy felf, and always chufe the befl. 

. Let wary thought each Enterprize fore~un, . % 7 

And ponder on thy Task before begun, 

* Left. 
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ne-, thlJetl 'Pe"rftJ of ·Pythagt>ras. I '6 I 

Left iolly alould the wretched Work deface, 

~d mock thy fruitlel; LaboU~ with, DifSr:fcc.: 

1"o01s huddle 'M and ·~wats..are iri hatte, 

Aa without Thought, and thoughtlefs Words they 

But thou ~ all thou doR:, ~ith early Cares 2 9 (wafte .. 

Strive to' prevent' at firft a Fate like' theirs j. 

That Sorrow on the End may n~er wait, 

Nor fllarp Repentance .tnake thee Wife too late.. . 
.' 

Beware thy medling Hand in oUght to.try,· 30 

That does beyond thy reach of Knowledge lye l 

#Ut{ccktobo'ft.~~~{,!Jooi~~·, ,f. 
To feareb the profitable Knowledge out. 

~o Joys on Joys for ever filall encreafe, 

. ;Wifd~JhaU£I1)WR dI,1..aDoaD,. an.d fbalU?lefs· .... 

'J'hy Life with Plcafurc ,and thy End wjth 
. (Peace. 

\ '. Nor 
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.. Hi Ooldeil.Y.'nfes .of Pythagoras. 1.~.3-.. ' . . 

-:' :.Nor let t~ »~J w.:mt i~_~~~t; but {hare- ~1'33. 

A juft Proportion of thy tender Care:' 

I\or 1:Jealth~:~c;l&rc: ~~~e~dr l'~~v~e! " .. __ " 

And let its lawful Wants be all fupplyid. 

Let fober Draughts 'tefrelb,' and wholfome Fare ~ 

;Decaying Nature's wafted Force tepair', 

And fprightly Exercife the dull~r Spiri~s chear. 

In all Thing~ run w~ch to this Care belong, 3+ 

pb~~e .. ~his .~~tt~ ,guaJ;4"t~~ ~oul fio~ Wr~. 
. . ~ \.. 

• 
Byvirtuous U tc thy Lire and Manners frame, 3 f 

)4anl~ (~d ~p.}J R1!~~~ \~ fr.e.~!.fOn.t :n~~.\:, ~ " 

'~ ~_1',~' !:' ':. ':~ '.}' •.. ,'1, : .. 
Provoke not Envy's.deadly Rage, but fly 36. • 

,'the i1ancing Curfc of her malicious Eyc. 
J • 

It 2 Seek 

• 
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... 
'1be Go/Jetl Petfis of Pythagoras .. 

Seek not in need~Luxury to waft'e 37[Hafte; • 

Thy Wealth and Subftance,. with a Spendthrift's' 

_ ~ et fiying tbefe, ~ watchfu~ left thy Mind, 3 8~ 
. Ptone to EnreamB,an equal Danger find,. . 

_. . 

And be to fordid Avarice inclin'd. . . 
Diftant aUke nOm each,' to. neither lean, 

, , 

But ever keep the happy GOLDEN MEA)l. • 

. Be careful Hill to guard thy Soul from Wrong, 39 

,And let thy Thought prevent thy Hand and To~gue. 
- , 

. 
Let: not the fl:~almg God of Slc=ep furprize 40, +1 

" Nor creep in Slumbers on thy weary Eyes,: 

E'er ev'ry ActiQll of the: rorllltt.Day' 

Strictly thou doft and righteoufly furvey. 

With Rev'rence at thy own Tribunal Hand, 

And anf wer juftIy tc) thy own Demand. 

It'~ Where 

.. 
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111, ~. ~GoI;u" Perfo~ of ~ras. 

Where hue I been? I~ what have I tranfgr~.rs·d? ..f.3 . . /' 

,What Good or III has this Day's Life exprefs'd~ . 

Where have' I fail'd in w~at I ought to ao? 

In what to G~, to Man, or to my felf I owe ~ 

Inquire fevere whate'er from b(fi: to laft, . +3 

Fro~Moming$Dawn "tilt Ev"ning"s Gloom h~s patte 

U Evil were tbJ Deeds, repenting mourn, ++ 
And let thy'Soul with thong Remorfe be torn. 

o If Good, the Good wi~h Peace of Mind repay, ~. 

And to thy fecret Self with Pleafure fay,. . 

R.ejoice, my Htart, for all went well to Day. t 

. . 
. ' .' [move,.for 

Thefe, Thoughts and chiefly thefethy Minc:l'lhould 

. Employ thy Study, and engage thy Love. 

There are the Rules which will to Virtue lead, +6 • 
~d te,ch thy Feet her heav'nly Paths to tread. 

It + This 
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" , In an ~hou doft ~r.ft let thy Prayers ~fc,cen, "d, +9~., 
And to the.Godi thy L.boun·firJ.t commcltd, • 

. From .them .l1'iiploreS\lcceflJ,: ~ hope aprorp~toL!8 ~ 
, ,',' ~. ~ I End. 

lhallthy abler Mind t=a.taughFto:loar, 10¥.. . 

And Wifi:j~m a~1N fealN(t e:gp!ore , 
I • 

INhrnugh at=;:>ve and 

GodIN ant muttal to kutOW0 

lh=@t Pow~:.&.Jo00:'·alf ~~on="0=0u' ~[ "",%.lL 2:L ~ ~u B,'iiL" lL;g,~E'" ~ 

Y/h~~f bouudstlteP:arrt, und uthatunitciSthu Whn~e 
. I 

And rightly judge~ ip all thjt wondrnus F nmu,* 11 

Hqw univenal Nature iI the falbc. 

, So lhalt thou ne'er thy vain Affecnons place 13 

On .Hopes of what fhall never co~e to pars. 

. 
. " 
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-.pofeJt f6eP' '~e,.,~.,; XfJAI~(9IC f' 
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• I' .... 

. , " f .. , ., .. " 

~p.,ut~, ~ ~ ~£ "'e.9'Itt,.,'GlzoJTftt ~ ~r.. '9. 
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."/l1e GDllm rerfil. of Pythagoras.. \'II. 
. ~',' , 

Who bears within himfelf the inborn Caufe of Woe.. . , 

Unhappy Race! that 'neYer yet eou~d teU . 1J 
\ . 

How near their Gpod and Happinefs they dwell. 

J?ppri.v'PQf Senfe, t~y neither·bear norfeeJ 16~. ", 
Fetter'd in Vice,. they reek Dot to be free, 17 

But ftupid t~ t4eir own fad Fat~~. ,... " ) 

lAke ~'rM Rolliog-ftOJa~ ~d W:'l' 
The~eight .that loads'~mmakc:s'(m~on on ftill,., 

Bereft. of Choice, and Freedom' of .. the W~. .J. 
For native Strife in ev'ry Bofom reigna, l' 

And feeret)y an impious W ar ~ntains: . . 

\ Provoke not THIS, but let ;the :CQlt1bat eeafe, 60 

Anti ev'ry Jie1d~g Pa1lion (qc for PQ,tc~ 
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'riii IfeAr'O'PctT . XPY=r~ ·a.IIl't 
, . 

\ 

Zttl 'WJcTi~,ft .orl.h~" ji #~e:%4'1v:t~~~ ,,,..~~ 61 

fig 7~(f£~ ~W:~GU~ ~i» ifGf t-J..tJ41k "'iT;"""". 6,f.. 
., ; I w" I'\,,~ v";" 

• 

iTO,~ i~ ""~~ls-a. ~£ft~ ~~JWJa~ l4tct~Qle 6 ... 
f . 

, . 

-'..!'t"" ~~i£ft ~~c.:%4'. :%4' "~bi~iJ' "-n x~ll«fP~1:, 
VEl '1l A~UGZ J,u'Y~~ xe)I'~'" ~ ,~tlJ iX4;"~ r.. ' 

fHffii(0l'0V"j""";,tlM ~~ xa.9U ... te9u &~. 
~ - f" ~ 

, . 



". 
The GOIJd, Perfil of Pytbagara 

'. , , 

. [kind, 61,62 ., 
'WouW~thOU; gIOtt .71'f)t, taw Fida~~}tlQl~' . 

Reveal di~ 'D_o" f9t tbat~.ask a1lign'4, " "\ '. 
The wretched Race an End of Woes would find. 

And yet be holel, .0 Man, Div~ thou art, 6~ 

And of the Gods Celeftiat Elfcnce Part. 

No~facred Nature is from th~ conccalJd, 6+ 
But to thy Race her myftick Rules reveal'd. .~ 

~The(e if to kno.w thou happily attain, 6f . 

S~n {halt thou perfeCt J:>e in all tha~ I ordain. 
. . 

Thy wounded Soul to Health thou {halt reftore, 66 

,,4nd free fro11;l ev'ry Pain {he felt before. 

[68, 69' 
AbO:ain, I warn, from Meats unclean and foul, 67, 

-, I ,-

So keep thy Body pure, fo free thy Soul j 

• rightly. judiJet tay.· .R.eaf9s, , fe,Ataiat-aiB,- '~ 

Rea~on which Heav'ndid for thy Guide ordain, ." 

Let thtt beft Reafon evet hold tlte Rein. . , .. ' ~ 

Then .. 
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. , 
. Then if this mortal Body thou ,filtrake, 70, 7x' 

. And thy glad Flight ~o .thcpure ~ther t~ke, 

Among"the Gods exalted lhalt thou lhine, . 

Immortal, Incorruptible, Divine: 
, . , . 

The Trrant Death fecurely lhalt thou brave, 

And {corn the dark Do.tp.inion of the Grave. 

" 
/ 

THE, 
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T·H E 

COMMENTARIES 
OF 

HIEROCLEJ; 
ON THE. 

GOLDEN VERSES 
OF 

PT1HAGORAS. 

P· Hilofophy is the Purification a?d P~ectiod HfJ. Phj~ 
of Human Nature: Irs Pun6£atloO; be-foP»:Jur,

caufe It delivers it from the Temerity and 1:~J hf::
&om the Folly th:1t proceed from Matter, and bf<ol man Njf
caufe it dilingages its Affections from this l\1ort~l tllr,. , 

Body; and its Perfection, becaufe it makes it. 
recover its original Felicity, by rdloring it to 
Ihe Likenefs of God. (A) Now Virtue and Truth 
." 1\1' "alon~ 

. '. 

(jf) Bectufe VirtUe: aione caD purine. and Truth aione in
l~btep.·add by ~fl~ pel,'fca and rc:ftore in us the Di .. 
~lDC lma,c. 
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I 

66 7Ju COTfmunts1ries Of Hierocies,on 
~~o~:;a!o.n: c~ operat~ ljtthefetwo t~ings; V!!t'ue, (b) by 
J1!"f#:l1i~n" drIVIng ~war the Excoefs of the Pallions; Mid. 
sf "hll:?'?1lllii Truths by (lifpelJing the Darknets of Error, and 
Nlllllr,. ( c) by returning the Divine Form to futh as are 

difpos'd to receive it. 
!!rtllh' Anhtl F£iir this Science therefore. which ou~ht to ten-
:J.rllt t, d"'! n .0 0._.1 fr.a.. ~ d o' onlycliiifos .r us P~!I~ .. !N ptr.~"!. m goo to ave. ~t 
¢if rh, F'T and certain Ruks, to be as [I) many AphonltbS rL 
licity the An; that bv their Means. we may arrive me-
Mllli, thodinillv ¢ind in due Order to HapDinefs. which 

ii Ollr only End. • 
(.:/) A~c>nn Ruks rhft nontain Summa-'f • .. ~a ry 1!P,iilk,ffyphy, (¢i) Ve,fc¢i d Pytl:?41.&:2:ras. 

~ C'!lll'd 

(IJ) Ue does niit £; ",;,..,mg ¢i"¢i1, ~ ,ltfo'oyisyg th, PaI-
fo?JS. blii hy ,lrhiing II1!JAy thYJ .Exriifj of ,6, Pllfons; becaule 
thf? PythAgOl't4ns held, th:tt the Paffions are uieM, and that t4c 
&reels of them is only vicious: A ·I'ruth. that the l'/ai,~Y' 
and P"74uliclr I'hilofOphcrs like wife ickuov .. ledg'i:t 

(c) 'rhere lV-ai; here c~"llffderlbk F.cuft ili th?? Text, l.'J~yy
;:s ~Xl!.r~ which lilade liO Se"life f?t alL at lenft that I could 
ulidedr..ndo Thf? ex(e1knt MycnufcriPt in the Flor,ne, Library. 
confi!lted by ~r. S4wi/lti, who was 'pie35~d to fend me aU the 
dIfferent Ledtons, which he had extH&ed with gTtiit Car??, 

~~r'~/~~~~~~~~~,;!, ;:e;:~:L~e ;:t!ll~};.!j;d t~~; 
tli 111' to thli[e whorn the Habit lif. Virtues h:~ll render'd ca
p~bly; to rea:i??i this di??Ule Form .. and to take up the I.ikmac'i 
of Godo ~ 

(d) It appears by this Mge, tlratin the Days ~itT~<i5J 
there w.:re 1"e • .:r41 Wor'",s sf this Nature, dlf? D.::fi§n s7bf?~ 
was to teadll'hHo[liphy a feqy" Woyds. alid hy':o\phorifml!_ 
We knos., zWli that ??re excellf?nt; rie lif EpiElttlls; the other 
of theyo Rmperlit MArCIIS Anloninus; the firft of which is more 
methodical than the other. 

( ,) 'I'heie Verfes wen: IIOt made by ptihrglriU l'Jrr.sfe1f. 
fiii<.~ the Author ia thf? futty fui:th Vc:r[f? (We3es by 1'1tl.'4gt .. 
rp.f?, They w??re written &:2:?le lif bis Difciples. ar~ the A'r!!
tkut:; afcribf? them tli I:JJis~ Thf?y go l:nder-the Name of P:/", 
th!!grrlU. nlit ol;11y beou!fe his DoCtrine is ~n~in'd in them. 
but .likewil<: becaufe the firl1 Dj{~ples of 1'1#)4gol'/I$ nerc~ p~t 
theIr Name to theIr Works, which ihey ;ill lmpUtttJ rO she:;? 
lY'.aftcr. as well tr dr him Ho~oil', ill ia Toir=a ofth.* Grz§~ . 
ti~udZ? 0 - 0 _ . . . . .. - - _0 . . 



• . -
th" Golden rerfos of 'Pythagoras.' 

call'd th; G8ldill:Pirfos. juflly hold-the 6rftRant; 
fOl day contain the general Precepts of an Philo
fophy, as well for w nat regards the Aaive" as the 
,Contemp]ativ~ Life. ' By their me... every one' 
may acquire T~h and Virtbe, (/) render him .. 
felf pure, happily attain to. the Divine ,l.ekmbJanc~ 

· (g) and as is faid ill the r;"",,1Is of ]11M.,. whom 
we ought to regard IS a. very exaCl Maftat of the 
Dottrine of PJl""g.N~ (h) afreli having regain'd 

M 2. hit 

, . (IJ One hngle Letter that is millaken corrupts the 'tat or 
this Paft3~ in fuch a manner, that 'tis nat Utte1ligible: Fot 
-what is the Meaning of '!1 ftWTOV 1ttt.9rte~, ~AftJfJI' The 
Verb ~"IItUt'lV is never us'd thus. The Manufaipt of FW
.. mCl J'C2ds very wen '!1 ftWTOJl X tt.6tte}v 'Mio"J.COI. Zt Jiip
.p- pw"". , .. eit;." _ 111M h, _, ",111" -ftlf /111''.. that 
he may recover his firll Purity. , 

(I) That is to fay, the DiaJoebe that Fb#fJ compete'd, aDi , 
c:an'd '1'imMII, l:ecaufe he makes TimMI/ explain the Doltrinf: 

· of PJ'.""gorllS, jufJ: as it is fet fortla in the Xi",."s of ueris. 
· which is a Treatife of the Soul of the World. and of NlItuAtj 
made by TiI'lUlU himfelf, a Difciple of PythlllfJl'AS, and which' 
PiAtfJ ha.tranfmitted to us, and explain'd in his Dialogue that' 
hears that Name. Hi".,el,s has 'Run to ackoowlCdge itt 
.this Place. that dlis Dialogue of PUlfJ is a moft C!Jc:lCl: Exp)ica~ 
tion of the TillUllS of ue,is, who of all the Difciples of P,
,rh.,-M, was he who beft expounded the DotUinc of that 
Phi1elbpher. This Ximl.lU was of LfJeris, the heft gc»vorn'4 
of all the Citits of ItMy. SocrAt,s extols his Birth. hiJ Riches. 
tlte great Ex50itS he had done in his Coi1Jltry, aud live. hinl 
this mightf . ~ that he had attaiD'd ta the highcfJ: Perfea:i .. 
on of all Phil ophy. that is to fay, as well of the Praaicalt 
as of the Speculative. 

(h) We fhould in vain turn oYer the 7JtIUIIs of PlIII. ia 
rearm of thew Words, as they are here quoted. Of two Pa{.. 
~ of r"".,.,. Hi".orZ,f'.makes but one; the firll is in the 
10ny fecond PalC, where PilltfJ fays, .Ami h, .ill ",t pHI JIll !" tfJ his Chilnlll, tmtI tl his LMJoII'S, 'till .pplying himfelf t, 
foh the P".,'J of the fame, IInJ of the like. -.hieh;1 .itm. 
h;", for his GlliJ, •• TIII 'till hll'Uinl /lIrmoiRII,J ~, B.ellfo. the Ilt." of St. tmtI PollMtifJns h, hilJ eolll,"i1,J IIj the C"".g;
'" if thl Demons. thAI is tfJ /II) fJt th, Boily. hi 6, "jI,,'J " 
bil wi,ilMl SIMI, kc. 'Els"',f "'f.Tns '!1 tlem.s tl,1It.o,1, _. ~tf'~ 
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'I68 The Comtnentdties of Hierodes, on 

his Health, and recovet'd his Integrity and his 
Perfectipn (i) he may fee himftlf again in his pri
mitive State of Innocence and of Light." 

}"', p".. Plth"!..r., begins by the Precepts of active Vit-'I.J.CIII". F bet:. U h' h d'ffi ' d ."ght t. tue ~, or lore a t lOgs we oug t to 1 pate an 
pr,c," drive away, the Folly and the Latinefs that are in 
c,nt.,m- us, and then apply our (elves to the Knowledge of 
JIM.... Divine Tbings: For as an Eye that is difeas'd, 

. , 

and not yet heard of its Fluxion, cannot behold 
• dazling and refplendent Light; in .like manner a 
Soul thit is flill dellitute of Virtue, e t) cannot 
6x it:$ View on the Beauty and Splendor of Truth; 
nor is it lawful for Impurity to touch the Things 
that are purt. el} Prat'ti-

;t,f>@- I~illlr. Am' the other is in Page 44> B"t if thl NOlI
. ri/hm,nt of gool EJuc4ti,m eomts tl his Blli,f. th,,, 'fo"ping th, 
. tIi4JI-gmllS of .u Dift4"s, h, hecomlS [illntlll7ltl."fiolt. '0-
').~ItA"r§- J,.-h,r Ti '7Z'ItV1il>..~r • .,tm p.e,),k"v ~rpVJI~v VPa"DV. 
jI''JfJ'!1~. I know not whetb« Himel,s defign'd to join thefC 

. two P:U1ilges. or whethe.r citing them by Memory and with
out Book, he was not mdbken • 

(i) The Gmi of Pllllo fays. TD r,twn to· th, Eo"'''f ;;s 
primiti'IJ, IInti moft ,xc,llent HMit"" : Which is nothi~ eIre· 
than its firft State of Innocence and of Light. in which It ori. 
ginally w:as br its :Union with~. InnoceDce is ~covet'd by 
the Praaice of Vutues, and LIght or Underftatldtbg by Con-
templation. " 

(i) Here a Word is-wanting in the Text. unlefs we under
Hand the wordvX ol~l1:. which is in the firft Member of the 
Comparifon; but this looks not like Hi,rlJeles's Style. I found 
this Word fupply'd in the Margin of an Hi,rDd6s that was lent 
me by the Abbot '&tn"lUiDt. and where an unknown. but lear
~d Hand. had written <tp.»X<t~"'; I doubt not bui: the Mar
gInal Netes of that HilrDe/rs were taken from good M:mu
fcripts. for I found there fome very excellent Leaions: This 
t. meD:tion'd. is confirm'd by the Manufcript ~f: FlDrenee. which 
llkewife p~fents us with another Leilion tMt is very temar
kable. I will give the intire PafTage as it is in'that Manufttipt. 
, .1 '" \ ' 'I'.' ", \ '4>.""" "}"j>,, TItI "tll~" P.1l It?,/J.J) l!',,!.,~II.E"11 7ll T 'Jt;i;., HO~ ,et." t",!:> KIt'.-

M~- d.pn"~' 01':. So th, SDm th"t is not J,t pofJ,fs'J of Virtu,_ 
'11111101 fot ,ts $'1111 Dn tl" BellUly IIt,,1 on the SplWfJf 0/ th, 
D,ity. Which I take to be preferable to the Lc~ion of the 
priDtfd Text. .. 
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" the Go/dm Perfe.t ofPYthagoras. ,-16$" 
. (I) Pradical Phjlofophy is the Mother of Vir- ~. " .. 
tue, ,and contemplative VirtUe is the Mother of 
T rutlb as we are t.ught by thefe very Verfes of p]- ..;' 
thilgorlll, where pradiCal Philofophy is caU'd HII",1111 
.Pirtlle, and where the contemplat~ve is celebrates! !I"""''' 
under the Name of Diville Yirtlle: Fer after having ~,!,/.'.Yi 
finilh'd the frecepts of civil Virtue by there Words; I:''''~ Ir

T"~ 'lire to prllaifl II11 theft U,illgl, meditllte im thmJ 
'Well; tholl oughteft to love thmJ 'With 1111 thJ Hellrf. 
He continues; 'til the] will put thtl ill th, 'IVA, of 
Jivi"e Yirtlle,· lind 11111~ thee 'Wlllk.. ill th, Fooiflepl 
·f~id. 

(m) Wemufhherefore6rll be Men1and afterwards M,., Ihlll 
become God. The civil Virtues make the Man, is I. fllJ· 
and the Sciences lead to divine Virtue which makes goodMen. 
the God. Now according to the Rules of Or- Th. ~oi. ' 
der. little things mull precede the gre. ater, if we~: 'S~ , 
would make any Pr6grefs: And this- is the reafonrZ'~.n. 
why in thefe Verfes of P,thllgorlll the Precepts of 
Virtue are the hrft, to teach uS1 (II) that the Pra- Or~ 06_ 
dice of Virtues, which is'fo nece{fary in this Lif~. ~~ 

M 3 ISrumhil 

-----------------------------------------------------
'Prltll!s. j 

(I) It was not difficult to corred: this Pa1Ji~e. The' Ledion 
I have fonow'd "~"~64f ~ ~ .:}e'f"111,~, is con6rm'd by die 
Copy compar'd with the ~nuferipts. The Manufcript ofF"- . 
,,,,,, {cems not to be right in this Place; but the heft is, that 
intlead of kl' he reads tTl, "'.fli,s. Aft'll thus we oUght not 
to divide this Period from that which precedes it, but ti-anflatc 
without breaking ott· B'.f""s th, prllBielll Phi13fothy. lite. 

, (m) 'Tis thus we ought to read the Text. as it is printed. '7f,;'· 
'"v ;rv lv6ft»7rOV JI'; ')f!v • .a-c, and not 4).'d.96r'l gHtJ MAn; For 
in the LaDguage of the p)'t6I1gorllll'lS. II ", Mlln, is to be a ~ 
Man: The Manufeript of F/w.iJt' reads in like maQocr' '-v
,s,eAlll'Off. and Dot "/,1t9_ov. . 
" (n) ~re was here a confiderajle Fault in the Text, "'tIl
"'It/''''Y~' Ii p.;'r ~ ,f ~ ;;. Slov p.!')!ls-tlr XfHITt.,r, &e, 
The Word p.i,.ktlr cannot in this l'lace have any reafOllable 
Sente. The Manufcript of FlomIe, feads r£fi7'ii;, 6J the SA-
6illlth " ,he VirIIHS, 'I ,hil Lifo, lite, which is aD excelleDt 
~. 
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·:'.7~· .7be Coltl,;,-:ntariei ~f Hicrocles,! f)fl • '.,., 

." '. is:the Way. whereby we ought t6. advanfe aa~J;i[e 
even to the Divine ~~~. And the Order and 
ne6~n propos'd in ohefe Virtues~ is to give to thofc: 
that ~d them t~e true CharaCter .of fhilofophy. 
~~fore abey are initiated jn tbe other Sciences. 

'W'I!f*fo ' . They are caU'd galtJe. Perfis,' to 6gai~ to.~ 
Ywr-~ that ,th~y are the mail excellent and moil: .diville d!.I of any in this lind: For in like manber we cal( 
-she goU,,, tbl gJJtJe. -Alt, ,the Age that produc'd t~e greaeefl ii".' . ~eo; .and deferibe the Difference of the MaImer, 

. of the feverd Ages by the ~cal Qualities.ol 
Metals; For Gold being the pureO: of':dl Me ... , 
tals, aDd free f~ all die clroffie Mixtures lilac 
are found in the othcrMetals that are,infer.ior to 

~ thi it. as Silver, Iron, and Bra($, is therefore themoft 
~ M~'f eXcellent, as being the ~ly Metal that never bree4s 
~)t,;;. any .Ruft, whereas th~ OtIters ~w ~y jn pro-
, ': portIon t. the QuantIty of diOffie Mixture .ibey 

hav,e in them! RuG thefefOle being the Figure an4 
Emblem of Viet, 'twas but reafonable that the Age 
in which Sanfrity and Puri~y reign'd, and that was 

, exempt from all Corruption of Manners, ibould be 
~all'd The. Age of Gold; and thus there Verfes. be- • 
ing every fty foveraignly Goed, haYe jufHyee:. 
ferv'd the Appellation of YerflsGoldtn and Divine: 

%~t'~' for we find not in them, a5 in all other Poems, one 
,fthlflYw- good Verfe and another that is not fo; but they are 
~ 7::: aU perfeaJy good, they all equally reprefent the 
7~.Purit~ of Manners, lead ,0 the L!kenefs with God~ 

and dlfcover the IXlOft perrea: AIm of the PlthALttr 
run Philofophy~ . IS will evidently appear by the 
Explication· we are going to give of eachVerle i .. 
particular: Let us then begin with the !irft. 

VERSE. 
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" 1he GI)/Jen Perfis of Pythagoas. 

V E R S E I. 

1. thl fitft P/It" (a) honour the Immortal, 
. Glis, as tht.J lire tjlaIJliflld Ilnd ordair/a 

,II.! the Law. 

17 1 

SEing the Piety that relates to I'the Divine Caufe, Pi"~, ;s ,h, ~ 
is the Chief and the Guide of all the Virtues~ GII;(Jrof_U 

'the Pr~ept concerning tbat Piety is with good rea- r~::ts" 
.'fon plac'd at the Head of all the L~ws prefcrib'd by foy,todod, 
.there Ven(S, (b) That we ought to honourtbe Gods _is,. , 

M + of ell"fufllll 

. (II) Here at firft faght !arts up a <l!!,ellion, Wh,. in thefe 
iVersa P"hc.IJ'~s f~~ only of tne Worlhip we ou~ht to pay 
to the SonsQf GoCI, and makes not the leaft ll)entIon of that 
we owe to God hhl)felf, who created them. 'rhe ReafoD, in 
my ¥Dion, is tbis,; becaufe 'J,hllz,rlU took Example by the 
~Z7,""",s, who Ilever mention'd the 6rft Principle, whom they' 
Cr>nfider'd ~ fU1'J'01Joded with DarkDefs that hId him from all 
J!:yes:' nf~T"" J.fxnr~ ays lJllmllfoiUl, 1TK.6T®-, Vi) lfiTilTlL/I 

POnlTl", lTX.bT®- lp."", •• v. tht Jrft Prine;pk, that is to fay, God, 
the "ather and Creator 'Of all that is, ii rll;lJ Mtw. th, Rlllt:h 
,f.Thlught: H'i! /III IIIIirnrItm MIll ;ml""trA6lt Obfo.,;ty. And 
otis pretended. the EIY,t;.", follow'd in this Point the Autho
rity of O'~IIS. who laid, I lu mit th, FirJI :a,mg. for Ite is 
.f~dea with a ~d wt Conceals him from my Eyes:, 

'1w16,,:S liX ~eJ."'~ "*' -)/> viq>@- GlTfe,cx.1tl.l. 

Not kaowiag therefore this Firft Being, they could not,accor. 
«ling to their Principles, affi~ him anr W.orfhip. nut taey 
ta.ught that the Worfhip whIch was paJd to the Gods an4 to 
the A~ls. redounded to the HoDOUt' of the God who had 
created them, and ended ill him. 

(6) B1 thelC Gods, Himcles means tbofe the P_Zllns -caJl'd 
the twelve ~tGods. whom they regard as the Children, aQd 
as the fira.6om of God, the Creator bf aU things j and to 
~hom they .paid an Ado~tion fuperlor to that they paid the 
A~ ;mel other Spirits. And thiS Error of the Heathens tooJc 
Birth froD;l a Truth of which they had fome flight a,nd con-

- '. , . . fus'd 

.,in6' •. 

Digitized by Google 

. ,. 



• 

, 

• .. 
.. 

. , . 
J 72. the Commentaries oj Hierodes, on 

• ,~ of this Un~vtrr~ according to the' Order in which 
. . they are eftablilh' d, (t) and which the "Eter-

. ·or,which nal Law. that produc;'d them, diftributed to them 
t:e !'ord with their Effcnces. (II) placing fome of them 
~r~u~d in the firO: Sphere of Heaven, others in the fe-

. them. cond, others in the third, and fo on, 'till all the 
Thil 01:;- Celefiial Globes were 6U'd up. For to acknow
b;l/" . ledge and honour them according to the .order and , OII,i::: StatiOl~ in which t~ey wer~ plac'd by theitCre.or 
GDds int, and Fath~r. is to obey tho divine L~w; an~ to rend~r 
ji-u"'" • them truly all the Honour due to them: (" pOr 
~:'"." ought we to extol their. Dj~ni!y. a~ve Mcafurt, 
II1JIi Fill. any more than to entertain dlmlOdlung Thoughts 
fl- of them; but to take them for what they are, 

(f) to give them the Rank they have receiv'a, and . 
to 

ms'd Ideas, but div'd not into the l)epthof the Myftety. '!'bq. '. 
Jwf only a glimmering of Light that hclp'd them to difcover. 
that arove the Angels and all the blefi"ed Spirits, there were 
Gods who proceeded from the Father • 

(c) The Eternll Law is here taken for Providence, ~ ni
vine Will. or God himfelf who createc;l all thmgs.. But I mutt 
not here forget a very remarkable Lcaion. which the ~'~"ti,' 
l\1anu[cript gives.'us; inftead of J'nf"1f)'1K.~' Jl6~®-. Th, LlI~ 
Ih.u "Mt,d them, it reads, .I'n/Mllf'JIld, A£~@-' Tin W~J 
'hili cr'lIt,d th,m; which agrees very well with the;fe Words 
of PlAt, in his EpillDmis: The moll: divine Word has difpos'd 
this Univerfe into Order. and render'd it vifible .. 
. (II) For the Pyth"grw,,,,,, taught that God, after he had ere
atca the inferior Gods, and the Souls of Men, affign'd to the 
~ne and the other of them. the dHlCrent 8fhercs (if du: act
Yens. See more of this in the Ti~. 

(,) 'Ihis Paffilga Wasvcry' obfcure in the Text; a little 
'\Vord added in the Margin of the Copy, that had beeJl com
pard with the Manufcripts. made it plain. Infi:cad of '!1 fA.;,
T§ ~«.lf""JI Tim rlFru. it ought to be read. '!:1 ~ f';'Ti.~. 
This fecand ~ anfwers to the lirll: n,g. I was plcas'd ~hqJ 
1 found afterwards t1Iat this Addition of the Article " was 
~nfir'm'd by the Manufcript of FIwI"", " .. 

(/) nehpld here tWo great Truths that were lcnovm to the 
Ibmens. . The /irfi:, that the difter~J1t Spirits which God ~ 
F~tcd, and that are ~ ~ and Ma.no ought to be h~ . ~., 
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th~ GolJm Yerfosof Pythagoras:;-, j 
~o· refer all the Honour we render them to God 
~one who created them~ <and who may properly be 
aJI'd the God ofGods~ the moll high and moil 
good God. For ~he only way we have to difco-
ver and comprehend the Majet?- of t~is excelle~t 

. Being who created the World, :15' to be tully co~ < 
vinc·a that h~ is the Caufe of the Gods, and the SflllSDfGDI. 
Creator of the rational and immutable Subftanc~: SuhjJlI"m 

"Thefe ~te the Subftances, thefe the. Gods we here ~~ 
call I.m,rt"l G,ds, becaufe they have always the 'Ir,,!Jltll,ii 
fame Opinion and the fame Thoughts of God who ine'"l4pti~ • 
created them; becaufe they are always intent UPO" :; iln1;~ 
this fupream<God, ~nd addia:~ t? him, (g) and ~e •• ':";' ~ 
caufe they have rec~lv'dfrom hIm Immutably and I~ < 
divilibJ1the Being; and the Well-being too,inarmuch 
as they are the unchangeable and incorntptible I. 
'~ages of the Caufe that creattd them: (h) For ~tis 
worthy of God to have produC:--d {ueh Images of 
bimfelf, (i) as were not capable of Change, or of 

< corrupting 

<nour'4 <tn f':!ch. a ~ner, thilt ~ither an indifcreet ani igno. 
rant z.~ carry us to extol them above what they are, nor Ig
~o/&Rce or Impiety incline us to fink th~ ~w. their jut 
"l}ignity. And the fecqnd, that an the Honour we pay them 
is feferr'd to God, as to !pm to whom. like us, they owe _ 
neing. . " 
< (g) I had a&fded thefe laft: Words. 1In4 tin W,U-I'in( til; but 
afterwards found them. in the ~n of the Hi",eul tJie 
Abbot II""""," lent me, and confirm'd likewife by the Manu
fcrirt of Flortllt" whicla inftead of _fLeeltrlrlr, has eml 
ti.jJ.~fL1!Jr.lr, that is to !11y • • Dr ean thr; ,,,,,pWn 'f. ". nWj 
,,,,,, Cr,lItor. < < 

• < (h) See here. a great Principle acla1owJedg'd by t~e ,cry 
Heathens. t&at'tlSWorthy ofGcid to haYeprocfuc'dfuchIQIaSC' 
o.f himfelf. like bi~ and incapable Of Chang: or Comi,.. 

< bon. . 
01· The. Pagansimagin'd there 1""""'111 6.,th, the Sons of 

tbe fupream Cod, to be Subfbnces, Which >by virtue of ~ 
< ~~ptiJIc: Purity of their OrigiDe. could DOt dlaage nor 

.. ~rul't 
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~7~ 7k ~t.ntHJj Hierocks, on 
~mpting t~~~I~el by their Il\Cli~ons to ru, ~ 
~JJ: the Souls.of MCJ1, w ho ar~ tl,.i: laD: of aD intel.
Jigent Subftancet.. • thofe tbat are Qlrd l-ortA! 
G.as arc the firft... )' 
, . (t) &d 'tis. tol dillinguifu tbcfD from the Souls 
of Men. that we ~ere caD them I.,."t.l ~.Js~ l». 
. ~ufe they ne,vcr die as to the .ine Life, aad De~ 
ver forget one ~ Moment, .gei~r their on 

. ,Eifen« nor the <fjciodnefs of the Faber who ~ea
'A!foturif' tid them: For ~(jdcr .tb.e paSioos and Alterari-

• ,. 8,,,1 ,f ons to which the ~i of Man is Nbjed; fomet.i.mQ., 
MAn. it .remembers its ~, ~ the Dignity. in which 
. . . it was created; al1d anon it intirely w~m both t~ 
8,1IlJ " . ooe and the othe,.. (I) AGel for this reafoD t~ 
11M",' ~ of ~en ~J ju(lJy be call'd MDrtlll a.ilI, '$ = dying fometi~s J:q the Divine U.fe by their goiDg 
. .~ray from~. a.nd fometiales rea>vering it again 

'Py their R "urn to .him t living thus in this laft Senk 
aU~ Divin(; .00 .... ~e other, dying as m~ch as 'qs 
fOmble, that an immortal Effence fhowd partici
. pate 

.corrupt thcmfdves by any Indio'ltion to IUJ and t:Jaat tlIe, 
were 1JlOo this account far fupcrior to the Angels and to the 
other ble1fed Spirits-who were created .1e to cerrupt ~ 
{e1v<;s. Ie this we Cae a Glimpfe of Truth: FOr' indeed God 
die!. ~ a Son, who knew nO' Sin: But this Glimpfe of 
TmtJ7. : was t.Jbfear',d .,.. oyerwhelm·d dn Gouds of Dark • 
.ndS •• thrOUJh which the Eyes of thefc: Philofophers could QC.. 

vcr PlCl'Ce. ' 
,lE) This Pa1fage is =.io the Editions. but the ~ 
lIPfaip't of F"'u has Ctly well reftoijf it. by co~ 
."e;, ;2 tl~1,JI'dsO"rm. e.e. inftead of'!1 [A.;'T! ."el, tlt1,JI,,,,, 
S"wI,. which fays·CJ~ thecootrary.' . 
. (I) Behold herC all Idea that appear. great and noble: ,.. 
s-J&. of Men may be call'd m#l'tM GDth. GtlJs. becaufe they 
.may UDite themfelve. to God; and MtwtAl, beCaufe they may 
forlike aod eftrapge thcmielYCS from him. The Wne may 
lihwilC be Aid' M. .& ft"e1s, for they too rna, ahwldf!G 
~. ~ , . 
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. tb~ (hi .. Peifel of pytbagorai '7 $ • 
pate of Death; (m) not by ceating to be, but by WhM,hI 
~ng c1e.priv'd of Well"being: For the Death of a n:,~hll,'f.. 
reafonable Effence is (II) Ignorance and IJDpi~ty, t , IS. 
whic.h.drag aft~r .them the Diforders and Revolt of 
• PafiioaSe For the Ignorance-of Good necefTa- . 
.. iI, plunges us into the Slavery of Ill; a Slavery Sllw", .-m whence 'tis impoffible to be redeem'd, but by thM /,,11-
~ning to Knowledge and to God, (/1) which is e"is fr·m 
~e by Rccollctti~n and)y the Faculty of Remi- ll""MIeI~ 
.J¥fc.ency. . . .: 
, NGW between"thefe immOJ'bl and monal Gods, as ..• 
. 1 ha",e eaU'd 'e~ (p) there is ~ N ecellity there.fhould Nm/PIJ If 
._, Effence fuperior to Mant and inferio'r to God~ ,,~itJJk 
1:0 be .as it were a Medium and a Link (ql to chain :;~!;:Oj 

.' the ."tI MIf7I~ 
(m) This is certaiDly the De:4th of intelligent created Beings; 

but then this hiQders not but that they may be of a Nature 
capable of dying abfOlute1y, and of being. annihilated: Forthey 
owe their Immortality only to the Will of9od. 

(n) Infl:ead of '-V(JIIt, Fol/J. I have corrected it,tiy,,~ltl., 11-
,-l1li&,; ~ what IOllows prcwes the neceffit}' of this Amend
ment, e., -jJ 'I'n ti"V&,It,e;;.i. The 19no",nn DfGootl." . 

(o) FJIOm the DoCbine of the Creation of Souls before B0-
dies. the ~::::f:e .. "s, and after them the Pbltonielts, drew • 
Jlaat of Re ." ~. which is a necefi"ary Confequence of it : 
1or, if the Soul exJlled before the Body, it mull have bad all . 
maDDer of Knowledge. and confequently what we :leant i. 
Life, is 0t& RecoIledion of wJaat we have forgot. But of 
this 1 have ken fufficiently in the Life of Plillo. 

(,) The gels therefore Ire above Man. according toHie-
.f"kl. and in this he is in the right. This Opinion of his is 
mqre conformable to found Dolttine than that of Twtldli .. ", 
wh. belie,' d Man to be fuperior to the Angels, becaufe he was 
.created after the Image of God; but fo were the Angels BO 

leli than Mal. 'Tis fo true that Man is inferior to the Angels. 
that JdW Chrift himfelf. while he was Man, is ilid in the 
~pturc to be intCrior' to them: 1?2..,ui moJieo 'l""m bgt!i 
__ Mill '.fl. St. PIIIII, Heb.l. 7, 9. As Man. he was infe
lior to the ADpls;' aDd lUI God. he was ferv'd by Angels them,. 
{dyes: ZI4nle/i -;ArM- ,i, Matt •. +- II., Marc. I. 13. 
l. (9) 't.be Tat is '1";.' #fie;, ;b . .1I.II?.tI. 11'11/"/"71,,,,. The ~1 
pf~ Abbot,.",.., ad41 in ~ ~ the ~ord ~ 
. ~ . . ' 
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" .1 76 ... '1he Ctllllmmtaries oj Hictod~s,·. on i 

the two Extreams to one another, 'Cr) to the End 
the whole intelligent EfTence might be bound and 
united together. ' 

Tht Anl,It' This middle Efi"enct", the Angels, is never alto
IInJ th, i- gether ignorant of God; yet has not al",ays neither 
t"t!~'.If,tl an equally immutable and permanent Knowledge of 
S]irUI. him (s) but fometimes a greater~ fometimes a lef,. 
JI"",Ji7l,g By this Gate of Knowledge, which never abfolute
".1 GoJ i~-ly (eafes, it is fuperior. to the Nature of Man, and :ttt", by this frate, of Knowledge~ which is net always 

ItII. tne fame, but lefi'ens or increafes, 'tis 1nferior to 

the N'ture of God. (I) It has DOf rais'd it feU'ilp 
above 

h' h ' n:..... ',,, ,,, , rI ow IC IS..,ery nece .... " 'TC cK1!!t '1Ie~f cMIIAct II'II'C'1l',,,,,.; 
and fo too the PlII7'MU Manufcript reads. 

(r) In the Manufcript of PlII7'me,. inftead of A~IIt."f ~ Ii
.. ilt(. there is ~ M")fllt.nf 1'nu.llf')'ict •• Olth"'"foizMl, Cr'lI
';1111, 'I th, rtllfo",,~1# ProINlI;'Tl, that is to fay. of the -rJ"Q
duaion of E1IeDces indow'd with Reafon and with Under· 

. Handing. 
(s) Tho' Angels are more perfea Elfences than Men, .and 

llave more TJnc:ferftanding. yet they are not their Light to 
themfelves. for they fee more or lers according as it pleafesGod 
to inlighten them. But in my Opinion we cannot infer from 
thcncC; that the Knowledge they have of God is not immuta. 
ille iUld permanent. that is to fay. that 'tis not always the fame. 
and that it increafes and diminilhes; for God has fix'd this 
Knowledge in them in fuch 'a manner. that it may well in
creafe. but Clonot diminifh, There. are two things in ICnow- . 
Jedge; there is the Knowledge it felf. and the Eleetton or 
Choice; the firft depends on the Underl1:anding. which in An
gels is alWlYS the fame; and the other depends on the Will. 
which is not always the fame in Angels no more than in Men; 
lor llavipg been created free. they may Change. as is evident 
from tJtc F!1II of the Rebel Angels. who 1011: the Grace by their 
Pridj:. B~t the ~el1:ion. Whether Knowledge in Angels ~ 
dimiailh as well 1$ their Innocence. muft be left te The9lo-. 
lians to decide. . .. 

(t) He means that this middle Being. the Angels •. was DOt 
created neither in the Condit{on of Man. and hll4 rajs'd it {elf 
jibove it by the ImpJ'Qve~!=nt of its ~nowledgci. . nor in the 
Conditions of the Gods. and is fallen from thence by F~ . fulDcU 

I , 
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~ rbe' ()oIJe;; P'e"!es 't!f'Pythagora~ 177-
Ahove the Coiidition of Man by its Proficiency ibd 
Improvement in Knowledge; and it is Dot beCome 
inftribr to dod, nor has it be~n plac'd in thi. mid-
dle Rank; by reafon of the Diminution of the fame 
Knowledge; but 'tis by its Naturea Mean. a Mid-
dle Bt!ing; for God. who created all things, efta
blifh'd tllefe three Beings~ firft. Second and Third. 
different from one another by their Nature, nor 
can they ever difplace themfelves, or confound 
themfelves one with another, (N) either by Vice 
or by Virtue; but being etemal by their Nature, 
they diffel; . .by the Rank has been given them. and' 
they were plac'd in this Order in regard to the 
Callfes that produc'd them: For, as (x) there, 'tis 
Order that contains the three Degrees of perrett 
Wifdom. the 6rft, the fecond and the third; for 
Wifdom is Wifdom, only becaufe it produces its , 
Works in Order and PerfeCtion; infomuch that WtjiI,m;' 
Wifdom, Order, and PerfetHon, are always found Or"", ".111 
together, and never feparate frdm one another. '!.'1'R"u 
<J) In like manner, in this Univ¢rfe the Bein~s 'nJ'!~'" .: 

. d ~d op""", /IJ . . pro u the PythB.-___ --" _______________ goreans 

ruIners and by the J?i~inutbn. of its Knowle~ge; but that it ':1:~h~ 
was created fuch as It IS. tlIat II to fay. fuperlor to Man. and th, c,"'~ . 
inferior to God. • tiDnm;x'tl 

(M) 'Tis moft true that Angels cannot raue themfclves up to 'IIIith T,uth 
the DiYine Nature by the Eminence of their VirnlCj but 'tis liN E"". 
hot true that their very Efl"encc gives them the Privilege of not 
being able ever to nll •. and notto become even Inferior to Men hy 
Vicco Hill'/lcUI had forgot the F3Il of the firft Rebel Angel; 
and '/1(, knew better the An~ical Nature. when he raid, Em 
'1'" ftruitmt ,i """ flmt ftil6ir", & in .Ang,li, foil ;,p"il prll-
'Vitllt,m. . , . 
: (x) rbll'l,. that is ~ fay, in !h, cfufil thllt p"/JlC'tl tb, 
1I,illgl, that IS to fay. In God. In the'Rea{ans hi: had to cre-
~te, &c.. . . . 

(1) The ~eathens woul~ not only penetr:itc into the Ord~r 
of the Creation. but alfo loto the C311fe lind Reafon of that 
Order; concerning which, the Opinion Of the p,thllgt".,dni m* 
this: The WifdolU of God being infeparable from order and 

Per .. 
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J 7' 8 The CtmmtetJt"";tJ of Hierodes, ... 
~c'd by the fsfl: Thought ofGod'; ought fa 
be the firfl: in tbe World; thole that are produc"d 
by the f.cond, the fecoDd or middle; ( .. ) and 
tl10fethat refemble the 'end of the ThoughtS, the 
JaQ of aU rational Beings: (.) For ·this whole re~ 
fonabJe Order with an ~orruptib1e Body, (i) is 

the 

Per£eelion, they cooceiv>d that God created befOre all. things tIl~ 
ieafonable Beings; that his. firlI: Th~ created firfr bf all the 
hUzhe8: and m&ft excellent of all Sub It that is to fay. hia 
tiliIdren. Th, ImtilDrtlll Go's I that his feccmd Th.t crea. 
ted the middle Subflancelt that is to fay, The Hen,s, [theAn
~eIs] and that his third Thought created the third and Jaft Sub
"eeL that is to liy, Tht 3. "Mm. In this Opinion. 
fee\tbe Sem:iment of mod: of the Grlli and lJJtirl Fath.qa; 
who held that the Angels and the other blefi"ed Spirits Were 
created firft, and before the Creation o(the World. whidi 
made St. GrtlUIJ of NIIUIItWmJ far. n~/I" Ii.' ir,o.:; "tiI 
i-yreAllt.4r ,J>1I,i£~HI '!1 V'!.tI.'1IfLf. '!1 ~ ~O"I" lfr., lr. ~ 
~ht firft the Angelical and Celeftial Powers. aDd tbi. 
Thought was their ProdutOoq. Which !xprea-lOn a~ ex
;laIy with that of Hi",oc/ts in this Place; all the reft is nothing 
but Error: Forfo f.w is- it from Truth that the Souls of Men 
were created before the Heavens and the Earth. that the Soul of 
the firl!: Man was the laft of the Works of God. as we·Jaam 
from the Hillory of the Creation, Gm. I.~. The Orde. at 
God is not always the Order that Men know.· The Churcb it 
felf has DOt yet decided concerning the Time wheD die .Angels 
were created. 

(~) Not that the PJIh.zUUlTIS thereby COIlC.'Civ'd 8Rf want 
of Power. any weaknds in thelafl:ThO~htS'OfGod;e for 
were not ignorant thatGodaCls always with the Umc 

" and with tne fame Perfefrion. but tbey thought that God. 
iog himtClfbut Order, could no otherWife than obJCrve Order 
in his Thoughts. in his Works. In the r ..... we fCc lib. 
wife that the Creation of Man was the ]aft Thought ctfGcld. 

(II) That is to fay. that this Creation ofintem~t Ieiiagc. 
c:loath'd with an incorruptible Body. being periOrm d With tWa 
Order. is the I~ of the intire Divinityl as the followiDa 
Remark wilt e:xplaiD. 

(6) Tile Gr"i runs thus: Is *1.." 6fth. iIIIiHG,J tW 
nlM,tl it. Hiwocles means rut God has reprefcnted himfcIf 
intire in the efearloa of there SubBanca. The firft. tliatwen! 

. P~'d by his firft Theught.are the wla&c of ~v:j_ 
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the intire liild 'p~rfe8: Imagef>f God, who c;rearicl 
it. T~ Beings thai hokl the firft ,Rank in thE 
WoJ'ld are'the'pure ImaBe of·what II' moG eXcrio 
lent in God': Tho~ that hold the middle R'" 
~e the middle Image of what: there is,of midcUing'. . 
!.r:t God: ArKt thofe that Iaokl1ibe thUd, and, Jail·' -
Ibnk among the rational Beings, are the 1all;I~ 
of what is lall,jn the Divinity.!. And the fira,. 
thefe Ordft'5 is here taU'd-•• Dr," (jJ,u, '. the- f~ 
cORd; Her,tJ iIIMw'd with s._p_ wit»Lig.f14 
uftd the third, NtrrJriM D_.· as we Blalr fa 
hereafter. ' ".: '. ' ~ f ; .. 

: Let ustlo.·rt6lrn towl1at _.wer~fayillg~:Wbat 
IS the La .. ? What the Order that IS a>Dfounabie 
to it~ And laftty~ what is the li4ft)ur render'd-. 
regard to this Order and to Ihis,Law t The u.:q"""', 1/4 
the Intelligencte that has created all thiilgsj 'tis the LMI U', -

. divine Intelligence by which all has been produc'd, 
, from ~Il ~ternity~' and which h'kewife prelCrves it 

eternaUy.· .... .... -. . 
The Order crinformable to tbisLaw, is the.Rant ,., th, 

which God, the Father and Creator of ill tbirigs~ gave artJ" ;1. 
the IiDmortaI Gods. wheR "e~reated. them, ·:(r) ,and 

that 
", ..... 

moftca:elldt ill IWa ;' fior the SrMts-ei. eel qhi: ~~~i 
nent Degree to pofli:fs the Perfc:(lioDS of the Father. Thefe
ClDIDd; who are tIac -~1fea of the iel1mi Tao.gat.< au 'the mid
dle Im3§ (fj what is middliDg in hu.: FOT; GIld ~ impam4 
til die fCa:md Sutnl:aaces. o.aly aodifV'4 ~rfcaiens, if I -may 
uIA: that EJprdi-. and has JWt. made them.equal to Ai&. .Chil
cken. LatHy. the thir4 and lail: Subftaal;es. whic~ are th., 
Work of the tlUrd Thought. are the I~gc ef what hc,lds u.. 
]sft Rank in tlae Deity; fur he made·ltlM _~ than dr. Augel,. 
Tus wefiDd, if I may dare to fay f4t.. God intire ~ tliefe 
three different EStnces, he having diAributed to tlaeROl witt, 
Grder and :witJa Meafw-e aU malUlCr of~.. to all-aCo 
... ding to their Nature. . : .,' 
- (e) 'l'Iais Error the PyUN.F'MIS took-ffem die C~. 

wlao acknewlcdg'.d fcv.cnl 0rcIera'.~'.; .a.i tfr{,Jt1.4J:"o;~~~1 
. u 
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'that appoints fome of them to be mG; others 
fecond (d): For, tho', is being the lirft in all this 
intelligent Order, ,they hive receiv'd whateve.t is 

, moll e~cellenr, they are different nevertbelefs among 
This is • ,themfelves, (,) and fome are more.. £ome leIS di· 
Z"'Ji .mI'_ vine than the others: And a Mark of the Supcrio-
. my,. iand of the Inferiority of fome of them in re

'gard to the others. is the Rank and Order of the 
eeltllial SJ>heres, 'which were diflribured among 
~hem according to their Eifence, and to their Power 
or Virtue: Infomuc:hthat the Law zelates only to 
their EfI'ence. and the Order is only the Rank that' 
"as 'given them 'fuitableto their Dignity: For nei .. 
ther were they 'created fortuitoufly, nor feparated 
and plac"d by chance, but they were c:reated and 

"', plact" with Order, (I)' as different Pans and dif .. 
" .l.. ' .... " ferenr 

0; f.t,,~a/. 0; ~~£~f.tO/. 0; e,lt.&~f.t0/. and tCveraJ ~heri. ali 
. ""hicla they honour'd according to' their Order and Rank. as 
'"m6l;~1IS tay' in his Treatife of MyO:eries. Sia.,.. CH I. "",ull 
:;) 'Tf.tl!'TtOI' It.<<.9' 1J£ bet~@- ,1M"X.£ 'Tel;f.,. .. 

(tI) 1 haVe added to the Test the Wdrd ""('''TO'. which I 
took to be wanting. ,; ,~ '!1 wr' ""(,W'TOV e, ""tI.~7 ~ .,,; "0')'1..
.l'ttl.lt.b(J'~o: Without it the Pa1Jige is unintelligible. at lel11:to 
me. We hare already fcell that by tbi. r:ltional Order. Hit
,.,~lu meaQi the ProduCtion of Beings indu'd with Under
flindq'and Rcafou. and made with Order, .. has been ex- \ 
p]~ift'd. ' 

(,) This,... • ptError of the Pagans. This ,.", 
and this f,ji cleftrOJs the Diyjnity. 'Tis tin' EnIr Pf ,ill 
GI1IIi',s, fays St. .,. Chryflfhm. t. .-. th, e,iAl",., .. 
MJ;" fJIIIIt, thtir Goth gr'.'"'' 11ft. If. Son " ,hi HelJ 
GhljI." l,ji m "",lIIml, ,h" II" not G,J. This cannot be ima
gin'd, except of the Angels, and of the othet ble1rcd Spirits. of 
whQID there Ire feverRI Degt:ees; and Who being all of the 
fame Nature. are nevertheldS fuperior tei one another. aDd 
fome of tflem have more Power than the Others. 
, (f) As the PJt""","1U' pratended that the Univerfe, which 
they!terj:: call Heaven was a living and animated Animal. fe 
theY conteif'"d that all its "arts, tho' feparared, prcferv'd their 
CGllnexion. and ceDfpi(d-teferm this Whole. w.bofc Divifioa' 
" ' and 
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'he Golden fetJes of PythagotJg. Itft : 
{«ent Members -. of . one. Lingle' ~tijgol;" ,which is * Of one. 

Heaven! and as .pr~ferying t~eir Conne?,ion in the~r~~jl~ ;:- ~ 
Se.paratlon and, in theIr U mon . acco~dmg to t.helr they /J,/i,'1J ... 
Nmd, fo that no Change~ no-dlf;}lacuif! 'can be lOU- M the • 
gin'd in their Situation withOlrtthe intire Ruin of ~/o~lJto 6, 
the World, (g): which can never happen Ii.> long as lrr;~ng • 1I~4 
h fi fr . h d 'd h . antffJA.I1 ... t e r Caufe ,t at -pro uc t cm~ -contInues 1m .. , 

n,utahle and firm in -his Decrees,' and has a Power 
equal to his Being: As long as he thall poff(;f~ a For IIrq";" 
Goodoefs notacquir'd, but inherent and effeatialto ,ed (Jo~J- ' 

-him, and as long as for the Love of himklf, he ~ft h ~if. 
1balJ promote - the G00d and Ha~pjfltfS of all ~:nt fro;' 
thin~s. For no other reafonab1e Caufe -of the IJllntilll 
Creation of ~h~ngs can be alledg'd, tl)a~ the ef.·Go,dn'Ji. 

{ential Go04nefs of. God! 'Tis God who is all Th. EfJ''''' 
Good by his Nature, and what'is Good is never ',ialGooJ
fofceptible of any the Jell-R: 'Envy. All the other ntfi ofGol 
Caufes that are affign'd of the Creation of the u- ~e fll' 
niverfe; except the fole- Goodnefs -of God. favour ,t,ugr,t 
more of the N eaffi&ies' and '. of the Wants of tion: 4 

N· ' Men,Irellt 
1:rHlh. 

and want of Harmony would have deftroy:d the Uaion. ; Ac.
cording to them therefore 'twas the fame with the Uni'lerfe 
as With the Body of Man; which 1scompos'd -of diffeTeiit 
M;e"bers, that are join'd and united to~ether with' [uch' p~ . 
pcttion abd Agrecablebtllt of the [et'erlll Parts, that in'ljIight' 
of their Separation they preferve the nereifary Connexiol\ t~;'~ 
ret'eiNe the Spirit of l:ife; , All that Hitroelei here fays' is 8X ... 
ptain'd at large in the T""AUI of plato. . - .. ~ 

-(,) See here upOn ~t Foundations the' pithagorllln; 
grounded. the eteraal Dur:ItJ~ln of the' World.'lis not tb.,· 
FII" of "Illing IIMt is .It GDlJd, to b-, i"rlin' J to JsjlrO'l his Wwft 
tbM ;s rMjI P,r[elhmJ moft B'lIlIIifol. And PiR/O, explaining, 
tacfe W.ords in his Tim.cus, 'fays, What';';er hlU' '1mn ~'J tDg,.:._ 

• t~" is of /I NIIIIW':l'UIt to I" JiJj,;n'J: But'tis noitk,'J>art 'f. 
"C"',/ltor infinit'ly Good. to tilflro] th, Work of his HIlIi:ls, roh", -
'his Work h/ls nfthifig of 1l/. in it. The[cH~athensd;d,not coIi-'· 
cave that the,End alld'Diffolurion of the World is one of tIre 
moll evident Marks of the Goodneis of God: Nur that 'tis ' 
this-End ~onc that. 1br,iD!s.aU .Tl1ings to thct~ {Ilpre:uri welfare' ' 
~~applOe[s~ 
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, 1 S J. 71Je CotJIfnmtdJr;eS of Wierocles, 011 
Men; than of tbe lndepet'ldonc;y of an Abriighl1 
God. _ -' . 

Now _ God beiag all Good by Nature, pl'Qduc'd 
firft the Beings that moll: refcmble himfelf; fe· 

-- condly, thore of a middle Likencfs 10 him. thirdly, 
tho{e who of aU the Being. that fefeqsble hi.m, PaJ
ticipate the Jeaft of his divine lmagt. 

This Order was regulated according to the E{· 
(enc;t of aU dtefe created BeillgS, infomuch tlMt 
what is more Perfett i~ pref(lr'd to the Jeft Per .. ' 
fea (II), _ DQt only in all the Kinds, bue. likewifc 
ill th¢ different Spetias of each Kind: For -'tw ... 
aoidler by Chancer, nor by Change- of Choice aad 
of Will. that aU things receiv'd tlidr Placer and thtir 
Rank, (;) but ba vjng been crtated different -by the. 
Law that produc'd the~ they have the Raok that -
beft agrees with the DignIty of their Naturt: 
Therefore this Prec.ept~ NO",IIT the". 4f til] ""
IIM'a •. tIiJi,,'a It] tlal LIm, ought to be Wlder .. _ 
ftqQd not onl, of the immortal Gods, but aU. 
f)fthe Heroes. thl Atfgtls, and of the Souls of 
Men: Ct) For under each Genus there is an in-

. _ finite -

(") TJais aDDOt ~ unap'd .cqt of the two W: KiNfs. 
thM is to fay. of the.\Bpls and of Mea. .. this is a Com"", 
~ of the Errol- I haft tlreacIy fpekce ofa dsat fn up ctiio 

0nIcn qf Gods. 
( i) This is • mattfr of Debate amq * Tbealogiaas. 

Moft of'em oppofe the Opiaion o~ lliMwIiI. aDd ,retc1:Id t8at 
all tho Aagels were csoeated of the .me NatlUC, of the WIle 
iWtcI : But that the Law that ercated them of tke r..c Na
ture, bas not siven to aD of them the fame DigaitJ i whic:b. 
therefme procCcds not from their NI!mre. as H._I., fa,s ill -

- this place. but from the Gift of God. See tho Remarks 011 
.Ptge a,.. This OpiDion of Hi".., is true oaJy in r~-. • 
to Angels aod to Men oompar'''' to ODe .... tile ~ 
arc the more perfi:a of the two. 

(i) ~ great is the BliDdnefi to ..ceive uaeler the6rft Genu •• 
tlaat is to l1&y, in thedivine Order, aa infinite Number of Spe
cies, that'iI to fay ID iIdiDite N~ of ~ ~his is DOt 

- UUb-
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the GQ/Jm Yerfis-qj pytbiagoras: 
~J)ftt Number of Sp~(ic$, placid 'and difpoS'd ae .. 
cordiQg to tbeir greattr or IcC, Dignity: Aud thu. 
)'QU fee what iSlh~ Nlt"r~, and what the Order 
Qf Rank of iDrtlJigent Beings. ' 

Wftat is tben 'me L~w, and wlot the HOJlolU' 
_ that it the CQD(eq "tAte of it~' Let u, rep~ it 
.QQCe again t The Law is the imQUlCable Po¥fer of , 
-God, .ccorciWg to which he 're.t~ the Divine 71HolW. 
U~e5,' u:draPk'd,,~nd p""d them rrODJ all Eter .. li"n. ' 
J)jcy (I) in aQ.Order they can n~ver changt. And 
the Horiour conformable co this ~aw is the Kno .. ·.r • ..,'. 
~of the NatU1e of tlutfe Beillp which we b()lo llMuIw .. 
flOW, and (".),th~ LilcOllefJ;, WhKh as mll,h as poffi .. ~I~~
'ble, 'VI Jabow to ~¥C with them: (II) Jior whatever ::'/".,1, 
we low, we imiwe as Ill"," '5 Wel can 2 ,4nd the Ho- • 

, MtU we render to him who 1m DO IMcd of anl thing. 
,'c:0D611s in r"eiviag the good Things he oi"ers U$: 
Fw thou doft not hono.ur God by siviDc hiJn all, Wh., it • 
dUng. but by: renderinf( «hy {elf WQrthy to rectivc ~,rlW , 
rrMl 1Wn. in4 as the 11tM,.,.""" r.,-, n,,, »lilt • 
""".,. GO.I"f,fJl" if tb.,. lit .. thy foil r.. ,.'" 

lola IhJ 
, 
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the· C01IIment4t';ei of Hierocles,. 'On 

lhy SON! m"l mome his-[-.ge.· E.verY Man who h~ 
Not t~'nours God by Gift5~ as a Bemg 1bat has need of 
M"zn~f them, falls unrltinkingly into the :Error of believing 
~~:, ~ut .himfelf g.reater and m~re powerful th~ G~. E.ven 
;h, Mimi the Magmficenceof Gifts andofOifermgs JSnoHq
~hllt ~lflrSi1orir to God, unIefs a Heart truly penitent Qfftt 
~m IS ,/171 them: For the Gifts and the ViB:ims of Fools are 
O,ZII'~' only' Fewel for the Flames, and their Offerings but 

a Bait for the Sacrilegious: But a Mind truly pe- ' 
nittnt, and fufficiently ftrengthen'd and (.) CO"" _ 

. - .firm'd in Love, unites it Cdtto God; and'tis of 
_ Neceffity that the like ihould have a Tendency tc) 

·th, 1IIifois its like: For this R.eafon'tis faid; that the Wife is 
th~:.7IlJ~"- the only Sacrificer, that be alone is the Friend of 
"!J-e". God, and knows only how to Pray: For he< alone 
:!' :,r,' knows how to Honour~ who never confounds tilt 
,-:~~: Dignity of 'thofe ~e Honqus, who o~ers himfelf 
CIJI. litft as a pure Sacrifice. who· r.enders hiS. Soul the 
xhi }.{ilftl Image of Gnd, and who prepares his Mind as;·a '!!-;;s Tethplewortliyto reteive tile DivineLight •. What 
~:mll' 'f canft thou offer to God of all the earthlY and RJate-
the Light rial Things here below, that can be his true Image ~ 
.f Gill. What Gift wilt thou make him~ that can b~_ i.llti-

mat ely united to him, as it mull:. nece1farily hap
pen to. an intelligent Being, that is purg'd and pu
rify'd ~ And indeed~ as the fame Philofophers fay. 
God has not .p." EArth A Puce mort fit for him '(I . 

. d'1J.,'ell ;n, thtln II INre SOllt. Which agrees pelfectly' 
with this Oracle of th~ PJthiAnApollo, I dwelt-with. 
IIfs Plellfore- in. the reJPlelldmt Hellv,l1IS, thl41l i" the 
SONIs of piONS Men.' '.' 

Whlll th, . Now the piolls Man is he, who having the Know-, 
'~i'lII MIIIJ ledge of God, offers his own PerfeCtion, as the 
IS. greateR Honour he can render to the Caufesofall 

+ 'gOCKl , . 

. • (.) For without Love· all is . imperfeCt: and melds: There
fol'l! PilltlJ faid after PJthRgIJrlll, That Love is the fureA: anct 
moft efficacious Means ~t Mau ~~v~ to attain Felicity. 
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. the Go/am 1Teife~ Of .Pythagoras. ' 1·8 j 
good Things:' Who through an ardent Defire'ro. 

. acquire them~ . addreffes himfdf without ceating' to 
thofe who can befi:owthem, and who. by rend'ring 
himfelf always worthy to receive them, perfettI; 
honours'thofe who are cpntinuaUy'giving them, 
Every Man who thinks ~o honour GOd in 'any o
ther manner~ and not by himfelf, and by the Thoughts 
of his Heart, makes this Honour con6fi: in a nfelefs • . 
Profufion of exterior Goods, and endeavours·to ac~ 
quit himfelf of this Duty towards God, not by of. 
fering him Holiner, and Virtue,. but by giving ,him 
temporal and perifitabJe Geods: And yet thefe are 
Gifts that even a good Man, could not receive with . 

~ Pleafure, feeingthcyare nouttended with the reqni
fite Difj>ofitions in the Giver. ToHhis purpofe take 
another Anfwer of the fame Apollo furnam'd thePJthj~ 
All, whicb deferves to be related. A Man h~vjng im- ' 
molated a "" Hecatombwithout any Sentiments of Pie- • A Sacri
ty, enquir'd of the God how he accepted his Sacri. :ce of .a. 
fice, the God anfwer'd him thus: (p) The B4rleJ-CAk.! C:X~:red 
Awne that the famqllS Hermioneus oJfor'd, WAS ",ore • 
ACcept.ble t, ",e: Thereby giving us to know, that 
he preferr'd before that magnificent, even the mean- Nothing il 
efi: Offering, b'ecaufe its Worth was eflhan~'d by "m~";l' 
th~ Sentiments of true Piety; And with Piety :itho:' 

N 3 .! every Pill)-

(,) This is admir:lhly ~ll exprefs'd by P",{,,*s in there 
Vcrfes. 

Compofitum jus fafque animo. fanClofque rece1fus 
Mentis. lit incothtm generofo peClus Honef1:o. 
Hzc cedo! admovcam Templi.. &: farre litabo. Slit.,.: 
.• t SoN1;' fJ1h", LA.I. huh HUWlII1I ""J Di'rlinl, 

- In Prllai" mor, th.n SplcHhtitm foin' : 
.A. glntlin, Virtu, of. 'rIigoroUl Kiml. 
Pur, in th, 111ft Rtctffis of fh, MinJ: . 
Wh,n 7IIith fuch OJfrints If th, fiolis I tom, 5 
.4 elli" thus gi'rl"" is 7POrth If 8",110106. . 1)1161. 
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every thiag is ag'reeable Eo God, without it nC?thing 
ean pleafe him. 

,We hive faid eftGagh of Piety for the prefent : 
But forafmuch IS a <anflant and exatl Obferv~nce 
preferves the L.w of the Qrder of this Univerfe; 
(,) and W'hereas it was the Cullom ')f the Antietlts t~ 

GoJ· etUf J call the Guard ar Keeper of thisObfervanceOAth,from ", ,h, a myflerious and unutterable Name; 'tis but Ilea ... 
~: :!J fon that .f~rthe Precepts relating to the Godt, 
~.' lhould follow that .concerning the Oath, which is 
'. a neceffary Dependency thereon. 

(f) t hare here fOUow'd the Correal ... of the learn'd '*', . 
FI.fa. which I take to bnery right. He reads O~XOI" Ollth, 
inftcad of Qf~It'. ..ifh Ollths; H;m,ks does not fiy. as the 
~in In.terpreter believ'd. Thill ,h, A.nc;tnts 7IIIm'J ,h, Kt~ 
". of 'his 06/mJlInt, .. ith lmIIu,,""li Qath,: For' that was 
quite eontrary to their Maxims, arid- to the Dbarine taught in 
ihis Place: But he fays, they call'd this Keeper the Oath. 
from a Name altogether myll:erious and unutterable, J'i It7rOf

(,llTtO'P' And the true Explication of this Place in HieroeI'l 
ought to lie taken from' a Pa{l3ge in DilJgtMs LII,rtiJlI, who 
writes that P,th",,,,P faid, nit' "" Oath is _at.V'" ;s 1aft • 
• nJ tIM, ftll' this e.,II'f'" Jupiter ... s caIU~, th,Nlfm, DfOMh. 
~('lUOII 7! m ~ J'oxcuop '!1 J',J. .niTO· Ale OfH.1O!' 1-.f.~~. 
?"pit" was call'd by the myfterious Name of Oath. becaufe 
being moR: Jull: and molt Faithful in llis PlOmues, he prefenes 
fOr all Eternity, the Order and Difpofition be haa eflablifh'd 
by the Law. This is a great and noble Idea, which the fol. 
"wiag ~emark will cxpla4l, 

VERSE 
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V E R SEll. 

Honour th, 04th with all 1IJa1intr of 
Religion. 

W E have ihe.n . that the Lltw is the P~wer of 
, God; by whu:h he operates and brmgs aU 

dungs to pafs immutably and from 411 E.ternity: ' 
And helre, in Confequence of this Law we fay, Whitt the 
.(_) that the Oath is the Caufe that prefervet aU ~th is. 
T L: • h r.. S h b' d 6 Hlcrocles , lungs 1ft t e lame tate, t. ey emg m, e rm /fI""s h", 

N 1- and OJ ,h, Ji.-

. C.) Meld here a fublime Truth. which gives us a great 
Idea of the Majeay of God. and of the tmRlutability of the 
Order hi has eftabll!h'd ,in Nature. (jod treated all tlings in 
the Condition was beft fOr eam df them: Thut you fee the 

,e&tOlciGus Law that ~c'd all Things, and plac'd eacb 
of 'em in the Rauk it c:fUght to have: But this wa. not enough; 
'twas likewite neceffary that every 1'hiug fhould cOntinue and 
perfe\rel'e III the fame Condition: And 'What was there Clpa
bIe of tDaUstaintng them therein' The lIiylue Oath, which is 
an~ GonleqaeDce of the Law. Thul ~ was p\eas'd 
to make. Covenam with his Creature. and, if I ma, ufe the 
Exprefficm. to fubjed: himfelf by this Oath to keep Inviolably 
on his Part this C<lVen:lnt, and the drder that is the Con(~ 
quence thereof: And aU the Intelligent Beings have in him 
and '-y him taken the fame Oath, and contraa:cd an Obligtl
tion, to be always obedient to the Divine Law, without ever 
,(wen-illl from it. God. when he creates. fwears by himfelf, 
as the Scripture {peaks, Goti hilS ('1l1fIm by himfilj. and the 

,CfeatUfe takts the arne Oatil, In hfm aid by him: For' the 
.me Law that crea~. binds that which is ctated. Thus 
JOU fee. -why thl$ Oath is cill'd by and by, iImM •• nJ '1f""i~l 
,. /Ill tin ".}nIIiI; c".",'s. beC:rufe it is born with' em, and 
;is a Part of their Eaence. They having fworn in him, keep 
their Oath no longer than they are united to him. This is 
IkIble i~: Am it wou1d fill a VohUne to examine and dive 
Into aU the 'truths which this fubfune Principle Contains. and 

. illtO all the Theologica1 Maxims it Wduld difcover and unfold. 
, We ..... ,ping to {~ thatGod alone is Faithful to hi. Oath, 

,and that the C!9a~ Iro prchle to bnM it. 

",int Ollth. ' 
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"I "8 8 '1~e C(J7IImt1Jtaries. of Hietodes; 1m 

and !lable by the Faith of the Oath, and preferving 
thereby the Order eftablilh'd by the Law, Co that 
the lin changeable Difpofirion of all the created Be", 
ings, (b) is on]y the" Eff'etl: of the t:aw thatp.ro
due'd them, and of the Oath that maintains and 
feeures them. For that all created Beings continue 

. ~s they ~ere difpo~'d and fet in Order by the I:aw, 
"IS the chief Work, and the lirft EffeCt of the ru- \ 
vine Oath, which is above aU, and always obferV'd 

. by thofe whofe Thoughts are continually bent on . 
GrJd; but is often violated by Cu'ch as think nftt 
always on him, and who fometimes forgot him. 
Ahd indeed, they violate the Oath proportionably 
as they withdraw Ilnd go afrray from God, and 

. kec!, 1t proportion~b]y a~ they ret,um again to him: • 
;::g:j,~_"~F~r hy the O~th In ~h.rs Place 15 me,an~ on,l1. the 

• VAnel Df O~fervan~e of the DIVIne Laws. and the Band by . 
,h, Divinl which aU created Beings are link'd to God the Cre~-, 
1-4.1. tor,. to the end they may know him: AD.1ong 

, which Creatures, ruch as are always united to him, 
HONour alwaJs the 04th~ and they that fometimes 
aplifl:al:z;;; fr:om him, thereby render themfelves im
pi~us Violaters of this Oath, (c) not onJy by tranf
grcffing the Order of the Divine Law, but a][o by 

04th. in- bre<lkir.g the Faith of the Divine Oath ': And (uch 
nate lind i~ the Oath that we'lDay can innAte and ejfo1Jt.iat tp 
~~(:u;;al:o intelligent Beings, to keep themfelvqs always only 
~';iz~f: ' . . . . . , united 

, C'J" 
~ '. ,~." 

(&) 'have added there Ian Words, A". of,he O_b, 8cc. 
whkh fte'il'd Yery requifite: For the Point in hand is not 011-
Jy of the Law, bu~ of the Oath Iikewife: The Law creates. ' 

. aila the Oath fecure. and maintains. What fOllows. fnfficl
'cn~ly pro.vcr~ it. I read the Text thus, ~ hp.llrJi"~ ,,6p.ts ~ 
~.fY~ Jt:·1!t ~f.e.,u~H/~)~, Sec. 

(c) I have h('r(' follow'd the marginal Note that I fouRa Va 
the '"opy of the' A',bor RenAud,;, . where· there is If (A.b' OJ' '7i 
a.. I I' ,,.. .; \ \ ."V ft.'''' , ~,. " ~ 

'lTt'!-" 'ot·' Td.-'. a.'A", '!j'78 ':-fC/~'(;~,~t! '111"""'" 1Z'l:!~'~."?"r~·. 
the SenC~ is fulkt. than to TnakeTc:£;" fc{" t~ ~ .qt~ 
~ f~"l tp t4c Oatb~ t~ the ~ . : . :._~ - , 
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,",t.he f GoIJe,i, Ptrfo~· of Pythagoras: ~ I a 9 
"united to G~d their Father. and Creator, ~d ne)(cr 
to tranfgrefs the Laws that he ·has efiablifh'd. . 
. (d) But the Oath to which Men havereCburfe n, 1lfi;' 
in the Affairs of the Civil Life, is the Shadow, (lliln Olltb~ 

. and 'as· it weie the Copy of this· original Oath~, ~ 
(e) and it leads directly to Truth thofe that make· 
ufe of i( at they ought: FQr diffipating lhe A.mbi~ 
guity and U'ncfJu.inty of the De6gns of Men, it WhAt ;sth, 

• render. them plain and certain; it fixes and f~rces ·NAtl4r11.ml 

them to conttnU~ (uch as they are declar'd to Ix; DeJign of 
~ither in Wor4s or in ACtiops, by di{covering Of) ~:'zm-
,one Hand the Truth of what is already done. al)d • 
by euding and fecuring on the other .what is :yet 
fO do. -r:hus you fee the great reafon ·why Oaths 
ought above all things to be religiou(ly obferv'd. Drum. 
The firft. which precedes by its Eifcnce, claims ~;:;. the 
'Our Refpe8: afld Obfervance, as the Pledge of Etel"- E:'!:u," 
oity; and the Human Oath, which is a certain Hl4mA11 •• 

Help to us il the Affairs of Life, ought to be re. Ollth,Ae"'; 

~pe4~d ~s the l~~g~ ~f the firft. and as that, whjch ~:i~h~1f. 
. nexf faiTS of t~ 

(ivil Lif~ 
. - . lind the 

. (J) A~ by the Divine Oath~, fecures and preferves in his fo fift D~~ 
Worbthe Order that his Law,which is Eternal and Immum.jilAI)'l. of 
ble on his Part, has efiablifh' d 3mong them; fo Men, by means Trt41Q. . 
of the Human Oath. which proceeas from the tirft. and is the 
true Image of it. fecure and preterve Orcin amongthemfelves 
in their Civil Affairs. Infomuch that as the Divine Oath is 
the Pledge and Keeper of Eternity, fo the Human Oath is thl; 
Depofitary of Truth, and the Guarantee of all the Deftgns. 
and of aU the Enterprizes of Men, and the Means that unites 
end affociates them to 0IlC another with thcStabiJiry and Truth 
of Qed. ~here is nothing more great and noble than this IdeL • 
, (,) The De6~ition HilToeUs here gives ofa Human Oath is 
exeell.:nt. This Heathen was far from approving or tolerating 
in Oaths any Equi,ocations or mental Refervations, whitll 
tim, calls. PtTjHTii Ult,lJrllS. feeing they ddlroy me very }l{a
ture" of an Oath, and becaufe by their means an Oath. jnflead 
~f rerld'ring plain and cerrain the Defi£ns of him that Swears. 
makes them on JM contrary more ol)fCluc and hidd"n. and 
furpri7.Ci Honefiy by Fal/hood. wlUch it c:loaths witla iI1l tJre 
~tyrod Appearancei of T11,IP1, . 
. " .' .r'·" ",' '-. 
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S 90 '11u ~tllf'ils of Hieroc;lts, OIl 

o.u MI- ntxt tG the diYine Oath ir the (mil Depllimly 91 
r:: .,. Certainty (f) and of TrUth, and that adoms Inc:l 
~~ eDridtes with very exttYtnt Morals all that have 
"" SlJp,S learnt to refped it. 
for-OAth N~ the a.elPec! due to an- Oath is the moll 

faithful and moil inviolable Obfervance that poBi. 
bly can bt, of what we ha"e fworn: rg) And thil 
Obl'ervance is the Virtue that affOtiates· and unites 
with the firm Stlbllit)' and Truth of the Divine 
.Habitude (h) thofe that refpeCt and keep their 
Oaths, OUt of a Nctttfity wholly free and wholly 
veluntary. ' 

The unfpMlble Sanaity of the 6rfl: Oath may 
be J'tCC)ver'd by a fineere Coftverfiol) to God. 

(i) wh~ . 

, (n It may be .jetted agaittR: Rime/,I, that Morality or 
aooa ~ pte«de the Ooflftance of. hutftall Oath: But 
let us DOt miftake J HitrtJeks is in the right I for he takes the 
Obfervance of a human Oath to be.the Confeqnenee and Ef~ 
rea of the Obfervance of the divine Oath., We ought to be 
faithful toGod beforewe are faithful to Men; and the keeping 
of the laft Oath proceeds from the keeping of the lirfr: Thus 'tis 
itJl]101liWe that an Oath fltoulc1 be refpeded by us as it ought 
to be. if our Morals are not holy and innocent. What tileD 
an we judge of their Morals, who c;pntemn and value not 
their Oaths. .ho make ufe of them as a Bait to trick and 
Curprizc othera, aad who have dar'd to fa,. h J tfl jlUj .. 
• ,."".",., I!~"'" .,;s .I;"'i. W'IHII U .,. OM'" .4 PlAi-
Jhr ,. Mill D,Ms. . 

(I) I ha\'e here foIIew'd the Mlnufcrlpt or Flwmet. that 
put. a ~int after tiArd.e~7I""'(f@-. and that ~s 0(I7{,f"~/' 
!f A.~~T'" 'lVe~' -ri 11-6,:'1"01'. lite. ~t;Vftf/L~ II"tL J'U'tI.""f~ 
TJds is 'nr/ trut, the t»jmlMUI e[ ,he OMh Is ,iIt Ywt .. ,.", 
";",. lite, that is to fay. the ena Obfcrvance of tbe Oath 
makes the fAithful Obferver the tnJe Image of God; for GocI 
YoIuDtariIy ,&/,""s tho divine Oath: The Man therefOre who 
-firws ,tilt human Oath, imitates ~ Stability of God. aDd 
lUsTrum. 

(h> For'this is a NecoB"Ity thalidelboy. not Ftee-WiD. but· 
. bn the conttal1 ceo6tma it. I IJUIbt to-Idpc:a an Oat~ but 
~ of a Will that isal,",s free. 
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. I~e G~lJm Y~fet of Pythagoras. • . I 91 ~ 
. (;) whenby tke ~ri(ying Virtues we heGI the Breach , 
of this Divine Oath l But the Sacmlnefs and Fio- Witholll 
delity of a human f Oath n pd"erv'd by politick v::_. 
VinUes; . for they alone wholoifefs thofe Virtues ~i~:li; ': 
can be faithful ill tile Oaths 0 the civil Life; and. 0liIi. ~ 
Vice; the Fuber of Infidelity aoo of Perjury, 1'Itt; ,6, ( 
tramples oaths under Foot tluough t&.e Inllability .,., 'I 
and Incoofbncy of Manners. . The COVetOlt$ MaiJ, lwjitJ,lit]. 
can he he faithfuL when he is to ·n:eeive· or pay :.':..w::;. 
M.ony~ The Intemperate and the Cotlard, can MI olllh. . 
they religioufiy obf.rve their Oaths~ WiD DOt."ti. . 
ther of them, whenever they believe it will be for 
their Advantage, call: off all Refpt8: for .what 
they have r .. orb to perform, ud renoubce eternal 
Happinefs for the Enjoyment of frail and temporal 
GoOCh~ But they who never deviate from the 
PadE of Virtue, are alone caflable to prefenrc: the 
Ref~ that' the Majefty of an Oath requires. 
NoW' the moil: certain watt inviolably to preferve H."1"'
this RefpeCt, i. not to make ufe of Oaths frequent~forw ,. 
Iy nor rafuly, nor by chance, nor for thinas.of li~R'~:: 
tie Concern, nor II an Omarncnt of Difcourfe, nor"MJ 
the more toafcertain what you fay; but to referve 
it for things neceffary and honourable, and for· . 
thofe Occafions only where there-apJ>e¥S to no 0- sol, Oelll

ther way of Safety for you in your Affairs than-:;U ~': 
·by the Truth of an Oath. And the only way to J/nII6/1. • 

convince all that hear us of the Truth of what we ' 
affirm, is fo to behave OUf feJve$ that our Manners 
JDay agree with our Oaths, and not to give our 

I. Neighbour any <Aufe to fufpel% that we are capa
ble of preferring any temporal Advantage whatfoe ... 
ver before Truth, whether we have, Or have no~ 
oblig'd our felves by an Oath. 

This 
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I!) J. ·7be Cont1unt",ies of Hierocles, . "" 
This Precept, ReJPeI1 thJ OAth. commands US 

Dot only to be tru,e aDd faithful ib our Oaths, but 
Jikewife to abRain frpm fwearing; for DOt to Cwear 
too frequently, is the fureR way to Cwear always 

p...;,." truf'. A Habit of fwearing edilJ plunges us into 
l'¥e,Js Perjuryt (~) but he that fwears Teldom, generally 
-rmfiHlf.keeps his Oath; for either he (wears DOt at aU, or 
,;/ !PM- if he fwears, be is true.and faithful: His Tougue 
.' never runs. as we fay, before his Wit, and never 

prevents Re8ectjou by an unlucky Habit of Swear
ing, and his Mind faKers not it {elf to be (educ'd 
and corrupted by die violent Tranfports of the Par
ftonr. (I) The Mind is guided aDd govern'd by 
the HOllcfty of the Manners, anel the T oogue is • 

. , fccpt in awe byabflaining from fwearing. Now the 
faithful Obfervanee of an Oath agrees perfeltly 
with the Honour the 6rfl Verfe commands us to 

F,t'thfol pay the Gods; for it is the infeparable Companion 
o~:ruMltl of Pifty. Thus an Oath is the Guard and Se .. 
-t." oll,h eurity of the J?ivine Law for the Order and Di
.,he info,1f. fpofition of the Univerfe. . 
;:':';.~- Honour then this Law by being obedient to 
li'l). what it commands, and refpeCt an oath (~) by not 

. . making 

, 
(Ir) This it was that made St. JI"guflin lay~ Tmu: th, rTWI" • 

}411n ./lwids S.""II,ing. th, farther h, ;, /rfJm l','''J'''7. Nllm 
l11nt. I#"giul a p,rjuri" 'fUII"t, ling' .. juranti,. 

(l) Here is a Fault in the Text;' for what means ~ p.Gv .;, 
~ '1If~7(j}- Qf9~11'1i!. %f';T~~( ~v? Hane enim (ment",,) prim., 
r'llt, 1""'UI ,;ciJUnI: Inftead of "'f;'t~, firjl. it tbould be 
:read 7f!Y7'@'-' MIIWWI. GtJOJ Mllnners r,d,.1ji MIll em.,R the 
Mind, II~J tbl HII6it ~ n~t /.""Minl "fi'"ins th, :fling", MIll 
It"ps it in A."". The Certainty of this Amendment needs no 
Proof, 'Tis confirm'd by the Manufcripts. That of 'Ft,r",e, 
J'eackvery well. 0 Te.nr@'- IG'pc1,l(J'f', GtJOti Mll7lnm Ire,p the 

_ MinJ in JI"". IInti 61C1I1II, MlljI,rs fJf it. 
. (m) To this purpofe the Author ofl:h'(: 'EteltftllJlieus fays. 
1,,'M;,/I; 1IfJn II/JlUfe.t Os 1tn,tm, 6- Npwlini#qDl,i DIn fit Il'/p-

• "JHII in q,i tiff. S;,~ ipim ~'ru,,' '%f,I'{fei'!t~ ,;t~ J;. II ~ 
. :.. . " 
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JlJe Cmnmentarit1 'oj Hierodes, 011 . I!) 5 
ftlaki~ afe of it at enry tum, ,that thou may'R: 
~~cufi:oD;l thy felf to fwear true,.bf avoiding ~ fla-
bit of fwearlng; for the Truth of an O~th 15 no 
fmall Part of Piety. But we have faid enough con-

.' cerning the firO: Being~; concerning the Divine Law 
which is the Author of Order, and concerning the 
Oath- which is 'the Confequcnce of that Law. Now . 
becaufe next· to the,Immortal··Gods, we ought to . Ang.utill 
honour the Btinos we call Angelical, the Author J.u:.~s L_ 

:-, ,ug_i"_ 

of thefe Verfcs goes on. . hoM"; J. 

r, "." . _inuitMl', fie ,nmis jHrlfns '" ';'min.~s Nomm :ponti"; 
II P'teiltO non pHrg""itur. Let not thy Ton~u, AceujJom it filf 
" foesr, lind I,t nit tht Nam, of GOJI, b, continually i~ tliJ 
M..,". Fir "I "sl .. vt ..,b,' is jellHrg' J ."ith R.,ds lin th, Dlly. 
"",ft 1Nrp, [.mt Mllrlu " th, Striprs; Ii hUh'" I_/lrs 1ft ru,,.,. 
tUTn, .• 714 ~s th, Nil"?' 'f th,. L~rJ. CIlnMl /" /ref fro~ SfT!" 

VEl{ S E III. \ . 

1" the next Place HOfJIJurth, Heroes, ·wh. 
. iJre full of Goodnljs aRiof Light.. . 

T" ,H B S E~~e tJte middle Sort' of the Intelligent 
. - 'Effences, and holding t~e next Place after 
the Immortal Gods, they pr~cede human Nature. 
and join the Ian Beings to the fidl.. (A). Since 

. there'" 

" (,,) God ;W2S plcas'd that the Angels fhould be his Miniftcrs ; 
he makes ufe of 'em in the Government of thc Univcrfc, he 
has committed to"cm the Guardianfhip of Men, and h:ls. gi'" . 
\'en them the ProteCtion of Cities, at Provinces, 2nd of King
doms. 'Tis -they who l'refent to God our Prayers and out' 
"tears. 'Tis therefore lawful to honour them, and to addrefs 
our felves to them by·Prayer. The Heathens, who were al. 
rilCft always· fuperftitious, ftretch'd this Worfhip too far; 
therefore St. Pllul, writing to the Colof!ilJm, tells them; Chllp. ". 
'II. IS. t" ", MIfn 'Wtlijh fr,m "" ,he R.rtI1"rtl of J''''' Cour". . ~ ~ 
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J, 4 lhe C __ .t4ril1 of Hiet~les. IIJI' 

dactrcfere they hold tAct f~ pia", W, ~t ~ 
render ,'em t~ fe~ond,~ by 1uldI:dlioding 
likewiLC in regard to them there W 9fds ef the urft 
Pre,ept~ a ..... t. '" ,", .rl,/MId _ JiJj.l4 

T,-" ., thl u.>v: Par all the VIrtue IPd Foret. of t~s 
.right ."" Honour coofiJb in truly bQw~ the Eff~e of = ,Z tlwfe we noDOUt; this Kstowledgc: ilPllaOdi.tely di. 
.... ./fcovtrq to us, lVitIIout ~t.!nrouWt~ all that we _lit _ mull fay .ad do to honour as we ollght; £Qr 
....... how can we addrefs our fIlves in due ~annet to 

them we know not, and h~w iliaD we offer Pre
fents to them of whofe Dignity we are jgnorant~ 
The lira tlierefore and only trUe Honour, in.re- . 
gard evell' o( thefe Heroes full of Goodnefs and 'of 
l.ight, (') is t. IVlowledge of their EiCrJce, and. 
of their R.~k; and a precife and uue DikemmeJ'lt 
<c) of lheir ImpIoymenn, and of the Perfeaion 

they 

in -ffUling t, -11'. hMtllMe '" II foP"'Jlit;,1U .."./bippi"l ,f 
~"l,h. This is that qver.(h1io'd Warlbip wkitlt the Aqgds 
rejca. as we fee in Holy Writ; for they remember, thlll Ih,:! 
_WI. "MI " SII"IJIIIItI II1IIl Mi7lijlrl, -g. fl", III ,;eweifo 
Ih,if' MiniJIrJ ill fll'!ltlR' ,f th"" ,htII." III H ,h, Heirs 'f SAl'PI_. RUne., mdC!aVCIW"S ia this Pface to ~latc tms' 
-Worlbi~ by ~n.w., to t*JPOftiOD. to tile ~ty qd " 
to tbe Eaence of tWe to Whom we pay it, and to refer it 
to God. This is very furprl1ing in a Pagan. 

(') TIle G"d aDd the l.IIti" Fathers, as alfo all the TheDA I 
.... are not agreed as to this Point. The Opinion that 
feems molt like Truth, is that tho EflCnce of thC$S i. 
the fune, and that their Imployments and tlleir' are 
difli:ftm~ by~ therefO. theyfay. th8.t we to 
pnlportion tlw: Worlbip and the Honour we rc:oder, them to the 
Glory W:y have xceiv'd. But all tItefc Diffiaalties conccmiJag 
the EhCc. the Order. _ the Imployments of Angela arc 

J well treated in tQ t.hfa: &oks Of PIIIfIiMI, M Millis. 
,) The Imploymenr. of the Angels a~ to be the ServautJ 

, the J4i0ifters of~, to go every where &0 execute his 
Orden,. to .carry " God the Prayers of Men, .ad to Men the 
SI,J~ aQd Affiftaoc;e of Geld; to be watddW few the We~ 
fa.re and f~ Qf pvticWar P$OIIS. of F~ of 0" 
~. of Prov~cel.' aad of Kingdoms. ' 
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the G(Jl~,p PlrJe$ ~f PythagOras., 
they contribute on dacu ppt to ~his U Div., iii. 
C»Q(cqUCI.ce of the Rank dwyhQld: Fpr WI ~ht 
iD all thiQgl to proportion Ihl! Hopoqr we pe.y em 
to their £.tf~e; anti dUf ProptlI1ion can proc.eed 
frOID nothing but from the KQ~wJed&e we have o£ 
the Divinity of them = For wiWJ ... once know tbe 
N'ture aod the Rank of ,a~h BClinB, then, and 
then o.oly, we Dlall be .Ie ~o rew:ler ,bem ~b4 

.' 

Honour they. defervca. and da.t the Law c:~nd. 
us, to render tht'lll. (d) Alldwc are to .h9noW'BI NAt"", 
no Nature inf~rior to hl\81aJl Nl'oture; bQr WI! life t"'itw " 
caieRy to ,honour the B~jng, time arc fu~eriqr 1:1> ,:::-:
us by. the,r . Etfellc;e, trld th,*. ,hat having ~e~n 1'""1 I,,,, 
our Equals, have diQiogtJi.a,'d and rais'd up thcQl4 h",,,,,,/ •. 

• ~lves ~bove us by tlu: Plle~miQen~e of their Vir .. p~ ,"":t. ' 
rme'r-' 

'UIS. . ' "Th," .r, 
I I Of.u rite Beings fuperior to UB by their Jt.(" ,'" 6.;"'1. 
, I .fencc, the 6ra and mon excellent is God, .wbQ 

,t 
,S 

'C 
I) 

e 
It 
c 

,. 

created .U things, and 'ti!!' he too who oug~ to 
be &onour'd above aU without MY Comparifon Qt.: 
Conspctitian. And they whoar1: Q¢~t ~o h.i~, ao4 
by him the 6rn in the World, whore Thoughts 
are continually bent on him, (,) who exprefs and 

'rern-
'. J J4. , ' 
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r fJ6 the Golam, Verfes oj Py.thagora~. 
reprefent faithf"try in 'themfelves all the Good, ;~ 
which the Caufe that created them has made them' 
~articipantt and which the 6rfi: V me caUs I_",w:" 
tA/ (Soth, becaafe they never die, and never quit 
the Likenefs they have to God, (f) but perfevere 
therein confiantly and in the fame Manner, thefe, 
l' (aYi ought to' receive the 6rfi: Honours after 
God., The fecond and middle Honours are due to 
the middle 'Effences, that is to fay, to thofe who 

. hold 'the fecond Rank, and that are here calM H,-
, 'rots f,,/I of GoodntJi "lIti Df Light. who think with-

Whme, out ceafing on their Creator, and who are aU re-
1f:e~1sbt fplendent witli the Light that reSeels (g) from the 
~i~h !ieh Felicity they'enjoy jn him. tho' not always in the' 
.A.nilis';~ fame Manner and without any Change: For being • 
rlHth'ti., ' united t~ God as middle Effences, ~nd havin~ re" 

ceiv'd the Grace of being a)wayfturn'd towards him, 
'fii'diout its being in their Power ever to depart or. 
~ tAray fro~ him, t~ey contin~ always in the 
Prefence of thIS £irrt Being; but WIth Efforts that 
are 'not always equal: (b) And by the full and in.: 
,,' tire 

{ 

""!'" ~' ; 

Son in one only God. Thus we fee in 1ulius 7irmieus there 
"ery remarkable Words taken from the Theology of the B
lJptillns: Tu tiDi PMer & Filius. L",.ti,thou It" thy Filth", 
iuil tho:. IIH thy S,n. 
, '(!) BUt perfrvert.thertin tDnjllt"t/y IINJ in th, /is"" "'nnt'~ 

illne- :idded there Words to the Ten, becaufe tfieyare in the 
Margin of the Copy compar'd with the Manufcripts, and in 
the: Manufcript tl F/".;Me. 'AM' d'M'0 ';/J"f!ij7~;r C, ri~7;; 
J'h7:lI.~/J"'v.' ,'. , ' 
.. (g) Or '" him, accoromg to the Manttfcript Of 7lorenei, 
which inllead of Tn '1iI"f'~~ i'no!', reads Tn 'l'i'"d;~ ';'!.I~. 
~' (h) I b~lievC"there is -not in- all the BOOks bf the ancient phi
IOfophers. a more difficult PaWage than this. I was a great 
",hile before r underll00d it, and what is more extraoFdinary, 
fully catmD'C'd that I did not underftand it, J n vain I fought for 
Help ftbm the Interpretci,.'s. They are prolix in their ,Explica:-

..I ~on of'what is plain and 'ea6e to underftand, and never, or 
1iteri' me1y j fay ODe Word upbn what if .!JfClll't or difficlllt. 
, " . FO.t' 
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the GolJe" PerJe~ of Pythagoras. I' !)., 
tire Knowledge they have ofthemfelves, they'cU .. ' , 
vide and re-unite the unchangeable Intimatenefs' " 
that the firft Beings have with God~ by making' -. ' 
of the Intimatenefs of thefe Beings the Beginning I 

o of' -, 
~ 

'., ,) . ' 

For my own part, whohaveinjoin'd myfelfasa1'ask to attack' 
the greateR: Difficulties, and to folve them toO; or at leaR: to con.. . 
felS that they are above my fmall Capacity and weak Under.; 
fianding, I meditated long on this Pafiage. aud at feyeral times. 

, but always to little purpofe. At length in a more lucky Hour.' 
.' a Beam of Light (cem'd to difpel tllis Darknefs. Himel,s. to 

fhew the Di/remlce between the firtl: Beings. the Sons of the 
fupream God. who are cal!'d 1"""#1 G'tls. aad the middle,' 
~gs. who are the Heroes full of boodnelS and of Light. 
that is to iiy, the Angels. makes uu:of a Comparifon &01'
row'd from the Ceremonies of the Initiations into the My1h!-' 
ries.· There were two Sorts of 171ilW" or Novices; the fira: 
a,nd the moll adv/lDC'd were they that were call'd Cnn",7ru." 
that is to fay. thofe that were admitted into the InfpcC}ion of 
the moll hidden and fecret ~fteries ()f Religion; and th.t (j;., 

ther were they that were caU'd barely f.tu~. that is to" fay. 
they that were only admitted to the Profemrn. and who. if 
I may ufe the Expre/fJOll; began n~ their Knowledge. 'till the 
FuinelS of the Knowledge of the firR: ended. Jli"ocl,s there
fore with a great dc:al of Wit and much lteafon compares to 
the firtb to thefe l/11tilllM,s. the firtl: Beings, the Immortal • 
Gods. or the Sons of God. beaufe they are intimately united 
to him. always participate of his Light. and becaufe nothiDg. 

Js hid from them.. And he compares the middle Beings, the 
Heroes, that is to fay, the Angels, to the meer Novices, who 
rome immediately after the other~ aodwho are:always intent 

~ on their Profeffion; but ·with EffOrts and Improvements.fome.-
times greater. fomerimes IdS. and who begin not to bow.' 
'eill the FuInefs of the Knowledge of the firft.is compleated. 
As thefe mecr Novices are in the middle Rank between the 
J)C1fetl: and ·the other'Men. fo the AogeI.are in the middle 
between the firt1: Beings. the Immortal Gods, and the !alt. thac 
is to iiy. the Souls of Men. And Him~lIs fays very well, that 
there middle ~ di.,ide and re.unite the Intimatenefs, wlrich. 
the firt1: have with Gocll they divide it. becaufe they are be .. 
tween the fir1l: Beiags and the 1aR:. who are Men\; and they 
re-untte it. becaufe they ftrYe as a CaIIal to cpnvcy the divine 
~ht, that comes by them to inlighten .Men. tho' more weatt:;. , . 
ly. &tid. with a fuitable aDd. requifite ModifiCation. I take this 

. ::e~~ m:r~ th/~itin. ~~~.!ra.bI1 "'~U ~e .. N~ture an4 
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19.8. 7b, C(lfll",tfltar;~s Of Hie,t~les, OIJ 

of ,their Initi~tion. ,And therefore they are Tiith: 
7bis Ezell- lleafon call'c,l exc,lInt Heroes, (i) the Epithet tha~ 
~' :'''' - liBDifies ,,",Il,,,,, intjmating to us by its Root,' that 
G"'ft. they are full of GOGdnefs and of U ~er.ftaJ!(ling. 
_ rJ,;J". (<<.> and the Word HerNI, coming from a Word 
J~... tllat. ftlni6es L.fI'I!'1 to filew us that full of Love 

for GOd, their whole Endeavours are to aOift us 
in out Paffage thro~h this terrdbial Life to a 
Life'divine, Ind to help us to become-Citizens of 

.. J?ai- Heaven~ (I) They are likewifc call'd go,d Demons, 
G:k:r- as being joftrua~ and kno~ing in the divine,Laws: 
naemo.:,.' (l1li) And (oIilet~ we give them the Nalile of 
lnwJp;"g. .14ngels, becaufe tlley declare and announce to us the, 
*"'''JlII". ItuleS that will affi! us t6 live well hete~ and lead 

- ~. us ,to Happlncfs hereafter. SOD)etimes tOO ac:cor
diri~ to thefe three Senfes, we divide intO three 
Claffes all thofe -middle Spirits. Tho(e that' ap
proach the neare! to the ce!eilial and divine Ef-

~ fenc:-es, 
'> 

• 
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th'('GolJen 'Yc'lfe,t of,Pythagoras~. ' 19' 
fenceS,' we call ,Angels. Thofe that' aile united to 
the'terrefrrial Effenc:es, we call, Heroes: Andthofe' 
that' hold the middle Place, equtlly diftall'C· front 
the two Extreams, we caU Demfms; as PlAtd ,fr.e .. 
quently divides them. Othets give to this- middle t 

Kind but one of thefe three N allies; caUing them 
either A.."lns, or De'mons, Ol' Heroes; for ~Jie R~a
f6ns we have already given~, And thus the Author· 
of there Venes has done, calling them Hlt'otJ ftJl; 
of GIO_ji and~f Light:, (II) fo~ they, are in re2at4 H"" Hie'; 
to the fita Kmd. 'as' the LIght m refpetr of·rodes 'x ... 
Fire, and as the Father. in regard to the Son; there. ~~;~he 
fore they are cel~tiated~ an<i with J uftice too~ as, 4"1,li&IIl 
the Children :of God; for they are not ,born of NMII1'f. 

mortal Race,·but are produc'd by their uQiform, 
and' only Caufe, as Light comes from the :Elfen4e 

~ , f. 0'2, " of; 

.\.' (,,) lli".i&I,1 de1iro~s to inftrua'Men in tbe true 'E1fence of 
An&els, that they might.proportion theirWorfhip to theirpig
nity. ~ up their Nature too high in thiS Pa1J3ge. by fi}!UJg 
that 'tis as the Light in regard to the Fire: For if this were 
true, tlaey. wOuld be·u ~ as'thcVCaufej aa&! ~ are. far 
fbort of that PCJfeaiim. But perhaps this' Pa.Qirge·Ought·~ 
be expJain'd more'faYotinbJy. and who bows bUt Hi"'. 
m~~. that the AngeJs"lI:fC all refplenGledr,l and: gliftar· w.idt 
the Light that reReCb from God upon them j that they bM'd 
by Partidpariola only!1le ~ht'ofwhic:h God' is. ~'P.!u.c;ipJe 
and the Source. .And m thts SeDfe it is that St. Gt'g",;of NIfo/I 
~ fays. ~"", ~t Alt.F""'eY"r"1,, Cl'i~riel#j.' AIf'" 
?lIr')'~' .r 'lrr.7'II' AtI./A'lre.ht;J@-. Thtu .... , crltlt,J; 'h',~ 
eMtl SplmMWl, ,ht ]Airlift'" ., thl ftrft j for Jefus Chrifi: a1o~ 
is truly the Briahtnefi, of theGJory of his ;Father; nor are tM 
Angels any _Jfere calfd in tlescripture. 80111 ,f Gill. More-: 
over, 'tis eafie, to fee tbatHiWll&k, in tllU: PlaCe makes, the. 
4ngels to be~. he gives 'em a. t,h:inaod fubtilt ~ 
to that c:ompar'4 to' Gcd they IU'C' BodIes. and comfllU"d\to 
Mc!u they ate Spirits .. T~ was the-ll1Gfi: gencirlily rea:iv'&. 0 ... 
pinion in his Days: Moft of the Fathers and of the Tliealow 

.. ~ tlt1ie'f'd'the colltftry, anchaujh~ that the Aagels were 
J~, IIftcf puaIJ Spirits. A~ all: the SChGol-rilen foI'i 
lo~ ~ Opinion.' . ' , 

• 
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. Z,Ot> 'IheCommentar;u of Hierodes7 I1fI # 

of a 'IUinirioo:s: Body: (0) I mean a pure and clear' 
I.:ight, af~er wllich 'tis eafie to imagine a Light fnll 
of Shades and blended with Darbefs. ADd to 
this obfeure and dim light analog1tally anfwers the 
third Kind of Beings, I mean Mankind, by reamn 
of the Pronenefs they have to Vice and to Oblivi" 
on, which makes them incapable always to con
template on God. (p) They are inferior to the 

, Beings tmt always think on him, becau(e they cear, 
fometimes to have him in their Thoughts; alild· 
.this is their Darknefs: But they are fUperior to the 
'Beings void of Reafo~, becaufe tliey return' fome-' 
times to think on God;, ('1) and are ,now and tben 
. reftor'dtd the divine Knowledge'; when they joiil; 
themfelves to the ceJeftial Choirs by 1ll1ing, afide: 
all carnal AffeCtions, and difingaging theptfeltes. 
from ,the Corruption of the BotIy; and this is tbrir 

~ thl Light. (r) lie who is favour'd with this' divin~ 
SItIII:: tl I. Grace, becomes worthy of ,our Homage and Re
i:".,~1. ' (peB: , 

(,) Tbis is a nobIs 'i'hought. 'tJic Angels being more en
lildltea'd of God th:nf Meno ee in iqard to them, as a Light 
tti'at is bright ~nd clear, ~. ecnnpatifon of one that is gl~y 
anci'blebdCa With Obfcunty: For the BOdy fills dle SoW wIth 
Darknefs. . , , 

(p) Tbis Pa1Jage is very intriClte :lDd confas'd in the Editi
ons. The Manufcript of Flw,ne, has clear'd the Perplexities, 
by fupplying fume Words. that were wanting in the Text. 
TaIce-tne intire Paflage as it is there written. T~, ~ i.'; 
;0If.~1lrJ' ""W1f6~ ,,~ '1101£ P." '0';'. ".v. :) cb.6rQ)v rl.
~t'#x.'''~ ",011 '0';' ~ ",I/s ""eJ, )f eM"" Cimr-I~Iw: 
uu.ct.\"~; !!tc. In the Tranftation I added thefe Wordr, 
Aid . this ;s tbtir DIWlullji, AnrJ this, is th,ir Litht. that the 
ThoUght of Hi,ml" misht be the better underfioocl. . 
, . (q) For Man mull be Join'd to,the Celeftial Choirs. that ~s 

tc! lay, muf!: be Wlaify'd,thiit:be may be trWy reftor'd to,Di
Vine Knowledge. . . ,I .; " , 

, (,) Here Hi,reel" 'P~1 teaches, that. 'What makes Mea 
Saints, is the fame thing that rend~s ~em wortlay of Wl', 
Homage. _." , , " ' 

, ,.f!'" 
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. , the .Golj~fi pjr.fo.r of Pythag~r~s.· ':0 I 

fpea; . (s) as having adorn'd aQ~ rais'd up~he Equa
lityof OlU Nat(i.re, by .~he .~rticipation he has 
gain'd with what is JJloft:··~iI1ent. Now: everY.'PIJty,th#, 
~an. that loves God, ought Jikewife to love every ~,GpJ. . 
Being that any ways refembles him, (Il whether it l.iJ7Jt"~~6-. 
bas poffefs'd this Likenefs fromaH Eternity, or ha$';i:sb;~II1J:-: 
acquir'tl it .. in time; as all Men ·have. who have di- I .,~ • 

llingliifh'd themfelves by the Pr~eminence of their" , 
yirtu~,coQcerning whom the following Ver.fe: 
gives tl~ ;this Precept. .: 

I . . .' 
.. {t) For the Sa.ints were Men like our {elves; ·but they. have • 
uaItedand adorn'd' this- Equality and Likenefs of NatUre; by. 
the Grace that God has been pleas'd to impart to the~., The 
Manufcript of Florene, has very wen correfred this Paffilge hy , " 
J:eading it thus. ,;, ~ .f qilillwr '0'0' 'Tn 'lV 1f.ftJTJ Dr@- ~':.1~-

• IT'/IC K.DUP.HUfM. 'i'IJ, EqllllliIJ of.,., Nllt.". that i. to fay. what 
Nature had given him in f;ommon with us. 

(n From all Etc:tDity tNt, a.nd litetalIr, as the Son of· 
God; Or from all Eternity, that is to fay- before aU Time, like 

, the Angels. who being created by God bdQre aU Time, Dr with, . 
Time. are r~desl as-.EtemaL " , . 

. \7 E R S E IV.' 

HfJnfJllr likewife Ih, :t'Terrfjlrial q)emfJnsltOr.,lfth".; 
6.1 rmllr;;,g them ~he WfJrjhip lawfull.! dlle t-; :;: 
to the.. 'the Earth, 

, .and are DO 'T HE. Author of thefe Verfe5'1 fpeiking of~~e ::~r . 
Souls of Men. who are adorn'd with Truth. .' 

aixl with Virtue .. (~) calls ~he~ &~",s, as being . 
full of Knowledge and of Light; and aftet
.ward's to difiinguifit them from the Demons that 

\ ~te f~ch.by Nature,. and that hold the middle Ranle, 
, .O~ as 

. (~ After they h~;; di~efled this mortal and corruptible.Do-: 
d1~ Foil"tis then only tUNheY"~.fuIl of KAowledse and of, 
Lipt. II we fhall feC hereafter: '. . . 
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2.02-

Csthah"'~ 
ras ",_d, 

.Ibe Commentaries of I liewclcs, 

as has heen aIready~ (b) Ehithc:r 
Ttrreftrilf,/, to ihew (c) that they ~an c-onverfe with 
Mdn, inh",rm ,uK! MOiiil Bnhiies, and hwen 

tIM IIJ fig. -UP9ri 
e[l' tSe/~ 
thtfl II" 
Ii,d. ' 

ha!!~e~;i:i:.det~~"::;~i~r£;;:k:;,,,,,,t!!~,~":~~u~e ",ou~ 
laid, that by this ElCpreillon, /U.1.i. X"%PlIf~ .1'«4 f-'OJ'tt~, he mean. 

dead, thof, that deaS after Saaing 1,;#:5 a Life oS Cietl 
and Purity. Be ca,lIs them ~ctiuovtt~, D,mons, becau[e of tho 

, Licht with which thes are enIichten'd, and to diftinguilh them 
IT",,, th, LC"mo"" that ,re [ad, by d,tur" ,Sat is t" fay, ZdORl 
thd.ngeIs I he adds' Itttltt,)':3"OYI~' SIllJt#Jl?lllllmu. th,!,~ _rt Im-

tbI L"rth, ,Sat faa, wha ,re ""ae d<¥s,n m,a the' 
qrave; fur this properly" ~igniScatj;,"'Of WorS Itd,-
1"'X.3-bvl@-, and I do not remember I ever met with it, to 
fan"gfie, ;ss3JO li,,&s,s #pq# the E,'wth. tlHt Seaft Ihey 

~:~~h~~~:!~~~~~!itF!;~~Yi~!~:&ii 
Ilppearance HimeUs du.rll: not eJq1lainitthus.ror tear of c1afb. 

~:Sth:i~;:~'~~~: :~d7r':~;~b~'':t~~:~!~:;~~'':: 
the ~n, and t~eir fub~i1~!JOdY into ~he Moon;, but this ,Fear 

III gmunda" Thw UplDl"a of P~t:t'~gO,"3 oug"t not t,t ilave 
hinder'd h!m from rnakingufc QfaWord authoriz'd byCuflom 
aztd UfaSe, to ugniiie oaly the; Dead, 'Virgil had not this awe 

him, wh"" he thi, Verfw i"totg" Moutb c,fDie,', 

't\lo' fbe [peaks conformably to the Dofuine of·p;thtti,rlU.- l 
dttt affi:rm that dlis i, ,Se tmt Scnib "f th" Grttk Gtrue. 'Ghat~ 
ever elfe H;,,~eltJ here (ays,is aGl~'ra~le. '. ' .. ~ ••. 

) If $he of Hi33ocle,. i:r this Place be, t,hat t6e 
oftSe DewS ma:r return to anim:ite otherlka'lies, 33foMe 

l!2l'ned MenpPetcnd'it is,:: he certainly'j mfflakes the Senre of ; 
m$ Autls,.,r, wSo Uiy, rxprwfls in tbett.o,,1alI: G,f,[eS'i ..(rki 
7Pfr~n Af!er iJ;I'fIing diutjleJ thy fll{ Df fPJ mortM ~07'( #On ",1iI!.' 
NT/VI tn/~! PIIfII.lEtb,r: thoujf!4U be an.1mmDl'u~, Info~l. 

Gol, 'g -wh"" Dlat!, foU? f'A:ve ",Oa, D,mitJ#,n. m"fJ:-
- e[,J therefore fpeaks in tliisPIace of the Souls of Men. that 

de[~tod-hither.t" t!limte,,;mt)I t~l BotIiw,: ThM~, that 
faS' thM "" III Na£;ss"t'I, .. gg . .olt,.md ,be bizLCelb 

~J'~~s ,it at~, .t/w 11'_ fu/Jje~ tf,.J,/~ And to '."". ,."". 
",f"DIl tf,p; Ear;t3" . _ 

, .' 



. the Golden Yirfos of Py~hagoraS'. 
upon the Earth. By call,ing them Demons~ he di
fiinguifhes them from wicked and impious Men, 
whp are very Ignorant, and confequently far from 
aeing Demons; and by adding the Epithet Terre
flri~/, he difiinguilhes them from thole that are al
ways full of Light ~nd of Knowledge, and w.,ho, 
~re not of ,a Nature to live upon the Earth. nor to 
anima,te Mortal Bodies: For this Name of Terre .. 
ftrial D,mon is applicable only 'to him, who being 
M:uibyNature, (d) is. become D emon by Habitude, 
by his Union, (.I) and by his Knowledge in the things 
relating to God. The third Sort is calI'd purely 
;lOd properly Terreftrilll Demons, as being the loil: 
of the reafonable Subflances, and intirely addiB:ed 
to a TerrefiriaI Life: For the fiefi Sort is Celeflj~l, 

\10; 

, and the fecood or middle Sort i's j£thereal. Tl.\us 
therefore. all Men being Terreftrial, that is to fay. 
holding the third a.nd lafl Rank am,ong the intelli-

, gent Subfiance~. and not being all of 'em Demo"J; 
that is to fay~ indow'd with Knowledge and Un
derflanding. the Author of thefe Verfes wasjn the \ 

,right to join there two Names, 7irreftrial Demons~ 
,~o ,£ignifie wife and virtuous Men; for all Men are 
,not Wife, and all th,~ Wife are not Men; the He
.roes and the Immortal Gods, who by their Nature 
are much fuperior to Meo, being lik~wife i!Jdow'~ 

, y.'ith Wifdom and with Virtue. 

04 

" (4) ~ H!lbitNJt; that is to fay, by the ccmftant prat'lice1p,f 
Virtues:BJ huU"im; that is, by his bnion with tile fupe~' 

" 

5, 'apd by them wi~ ~, ,£rom wllom 'it ,derives all its 
, t; and thus you fee wh.at makt;l the Saints. , ' 

, ,y I have' herefoUow'(J the ManUfcript of EMmct, whic~ 
~thele 'WOl;da sdo:" ,:) ~~o 1';#Y;07J. whkh lbut DOW 
explain'd, adds; '!1 J'«{,p.ov, :n, 0e~~ emQ-nf-oio. wWch i'rl1~ 
lffiY~.~~C~~f· ' : ; !, .. ~ " 1 ,''' '' : , ' 

. t' •. ~ 
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2. 04 The Commentaries of Hierodes, on 
. This Verfe therefore commands us to refPea and 

•• • mploJ.. revere th~ Men (f) that have been admitted in
;t~ ft!:JPf- to the Celeftial prdfrs; who may be conlider~d ~s 
:~IID.' . equal to the De~ons, t? the .Angels, ~n~ to the H~-
14m, who rdes; for we are not to Imagme that we are here ad
_/"rth6ir vis'd to refPea and hono'.1r any viJ~ and contemp
D,lIIh b~ tibleo fort or Demons, as the cominan Acceptation 
::m:':~n_ of the Word Terrtjlr;al Drm". might be apt' to per
I'u, : fua~e, us.: (g) -For in a Word, all-th: Being~ that 

.. are Inferior' to Huqtan Nature ought In n9 wlfe'tp 
be honeur'd by thofe who are touclt"d with the 
Love of God, (h) and who have a {enfe of their 
Noblenefs and Dignity; nor are we to honour MaD 
hi~feIt next to the fuperior 13eing~, unlefs he have 

. render"d himfelf like tliem, (i) and be feceiv'd '.into 
;'tbe Divine Choir. What is then the Honour ~nd 
.Refpett we' owe them ~ To rma,rthrm; fays ,this' 

In "'~II' h V erre~ . th,-W",../hip Unuff!./l] ~'!' to tht'm; And this 
W!ifI~t:'.-V~orCIIJ~ conftfis on,ly 1n o~fJng the Pr~cepts ~hey 
6UgttoPllj have lclt us~ a~4 In 'reg~r4ing thpfe Precept~ as 
theSllintJ. : Laws t~.lt JIlull not Qe VIolated; t9 take ExaJTIplt: 

(by their way of Living, and tp' .aJk' in ~he 'Paths 
thr;y walk!d. in~ which Envy Eould never Jiinder 
,the~ (rom teaching us, and which they have ~ran(. 
'mitred to their SuccefTors with ten thoufand Toils 
. and Laboors,as the Immortal 'Inheritance of their 
Fathers, by configning to us in theIr 'Vritings, th~ 
Elements of Vinue, and the Maxims of Truth. 
,. , :" To 

(f) Hi,rD&UI will not have thisWorfhippaid theSai~ts" 'tt11 
after theh: Death~ fOr 'tis not "till after their, Peat~ dlat they are admitted ~ntO the Divine Orders. . ... " ' .•.. 
• (g) No Man ought to be honou,'d with the Worfhq, ~ 
fiMpokea of, 'till after he has by his y.irtue ~'d himfClf above 

an. -
(h) For next to Angels. Man~isthe ~lI: noble of a1l,~ 

Creatures. - ." - .. ' ,.' ,1 

\ (i) This was perfu.rm"d iq thofe Days by the publick ~ 
~s of Cities. tn' b, the ~ of the PCOfIe! ,. 
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the GolJen .Perfis. of Pythagoras: ~O)' 
• ; To obey their Precepts and to conform our Life to 

theirs, is honouring them more truly and moreer
feClually" than if we made 00 their Tombs the 

· moll: exquifite Libations, and offer'd to them the 
-'mOil: magnj6c~nt Sacrifices. Thus you fee whit 
is the Honour we owe to the (uperior Beings, an 

· Hooour, . ",~ch beginning with the Creator, and 
· paRing fromlllilti·to the middle Beings" which are 
the l:Ethereal and HeavenlYt -ends and terminates in 

· the Men who have been Good and Virtuous: But 
· becaufe the 'ne!.t Duty incumbent on us in the 
.Courfeof our civil Life~ is the I-Jonour we owe our 
Parents and ReJations, who, tho': they be not ab
folutelyinthis Degref! of PerfeClion·and ofVirtut, 
(k.) . nevertlielefs merit and' ~Iaim OUI. Refpetts~ 

· in' regard to the Dignity of our Affinity to them', 
the Author adds the following Precept. ' 

• 
. (k) There Was here a confiderable faultiiitJie Text,'Ti i~j P' 
-1- X~,ti-~~ '-.the 1);1-;" ,ft'" CII.fI#tn, which is into1lerable. 

•. Hiffllcks could Deyer. fay that our Parents and our ~tiollS 
merit our RefpeC1:s only on account of the Cullom., of the 
Profit we reap from 'em, and of the Need we hav~ of them. 
The Copy~'d with tlie Manufcripts, has tlte true read
ing in tfte Margin. :?;XWi*l~ • .41/;";'", inftead of )',~i;-~)" U
fog'· Th.e lr-fanufqipt pf ~~, :~IIl$·jt'J a~ • Seguel 
of fhe Dif.~Ffe necefTarily fuppofes'an4 pwves it; for fome 
Lines afterwards the Autho~ fays. ~. £u.:rtw ~ ,f ~tlTWf ,;l. 
".rlCon,. IIJ "lifo- ,f ,h, NICtJ/itJ of Knu/r.J. ' 

. .i - ' ( 

VE'R S E.' v.' 
#onour·,ik.;Wjft thy Flliher'/J_ th}M/lfht1'., 
_ ' ' '1I'IlII thy tltllrtjJ.Re/lllifns. ' 

, . 'TH E. Author having in '.he foregoing Pt:ec:cpt 
I comrnaitdec:l us to honour _ah~ revere goOd and 

Xi~l~o~~ ~:e'1 as .Di~~~ Beings y,~q 'enjoy ~~~nal 
. " , . : "'~'f " . Fe~.ty, 
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2. 0 6 7he, CO,"",ttpf4r;u pf liietodes; .,. 
·Felic#y', cqme.s in the next pJac:e to . exhort ustct 
honour our Father aud· our Mother, and thofe tha~ 
are Illy ways rdated. ~ us. ·upon the fame Necefli

p.. p~ ty of Kindred. '( IC) For, as of ~he fuperior Beings, 
:'t:ti:',. . she Cdeftial ftand us. in ftead of Parents. and the 
.... '/mt m Heroes of R...elations~ .by, IPCIIlS. of the Band and V~ 
"I4rJI.tU.nion.has.been and is between them and 11$ from.all 
~.rult~ :ijternity; fOO\JtI1a.'thersandour.Mothers, andtbeir 
~J.4»I' ~ ~eJiltiOPs next ot.Blqod, and who for that realbJi 

. ough.t to receive from u.s the lirft HODOurs after our 
Parents, are the fame thing to us in thi~ m.ortal Life. 
:tIow then thall we hl¥lour them l Shan we behave 
our felves in aU things as they would ·have us, ro.s 
Deither to' 'thjnk nor do. any thing but what will 
pI~e them? (b) By this means our Zeal for Virtue 
will d~enerate into- Zeal for Vice, if our ,Paren" 
and Relations happ~n, to be wicked and vkious~ 
But on the o~her hand, {hall we neglect and fO~';' 
telJlD them be~llufe IWet knpwr ~em·to beviciQus~ 
How then are we. obedient 1:0 this Law~, Can we 
by nBtho'nouripg our Parents, who ar~ the lmage ~ 
, of th~ Gods,nor;ow: Relations. who reprcfent .to 

tn,,41f- 'Us the ~ Heroe~, :.~aDwe, I f~y, be other than inJ .. 
,~. pious to thofeGods.nd, Heroes, <c) whom we a~e 

tllatoor Parents ahd Relations'refemble~ And win 
riot this Virtue' .\Vhlc,b We t~ we pracHc~ by ~j{~ 

. . ' ..', bCdlence 
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.the (101J,,, Ytrfes of PythagOras. ,'to; 
~ence to our 'Parents, by reafon of'their Vices. 
produce .a greater 111, Impi~ry ~ And if on the con<
tnry we obey them in every thing, how can we 
do otherwife than depart from the p"aite of Vir-

, , , 

,. tue and Piety, if it fuould happen that through the 
Corruption of their Manners, . they inftruB:ed Us 
not to direB: our Sons in the Paths of Virwe aad 
of Truth~ For. if:whateverour Parents command
,ed us wer.e,true .lnd,sood. the Honour werenden'd 
-them would perfea~y agr.eewith the Honour and 
Obedience we owe the Gods. ,But if the Will of 
.GUr 'Parertts:be not always conformable to ,the Laws 
of God, :what have Ihey tei do "Who 6.nd themfelves 
·in this fort. of Conti ariety between the two Laws, 
but what i. daily practis"d in other Duties, ,thltt in 
fome OccaGons happen to be ineompatible,andcon- ' 
~radiCtory'to one another, aIM where ODe mua ne- H", t. ~ 
~riJy be vi~ated that the other may be obferv'd? hr' :
(d) For of two good Actions that offer thetnfelYfs to {h:';,,,,,: 
lIS,' the one whereof is b3rely Good, the .othe,r bet- Ju, t •• u~ 
ter ..... e ought indifpenfibly to' prefer the .better,PIt'''''' 
"ben we ,cannot acquit our felves of both.'Tis a JOIS ruJ!hIJ-
~ A.a.· be bed· God' d'· d grit .. ,, ~uuu. 'ulOft to: e Imtto ; an tl~ goo Pi':,. 
-likey(lfe too~ey, our Parents. If what GOd and Oft'IHgH4 
~intr Pareots: require of us agtee,; fo that in obeying thingl,..: 6 

both we tepd,tothe fame End, 'tis a great flappi-' ought A/. 
,nefs'~ us, aLthis .double Du~ is indifp~nfable. ::!fo':~ 
. But thhaLaw of God mmmands. us one. thing, aQd ieft. ' 
;our Parents amother, . 'we ought, in this Contrattiai-
.on .. ~ annot ,be !recODcird, , to .obey .God by . 
~fobeJing our Parents, in the things only. wherein 

they 

:' (II) Thi~ DecffiC;n'i~ very re~aricable in a ~:·,of.rwo 
Jood Aaions that are injoln'd uS,~ th~ one ~,the other bet· 
ter. if we call11flt reconcile and perform them both. we maT 
not ~mit t~e better to perform tbe &ClOd; for 'this i~'.\.'OQ~ 
to PI~ ~d to the, Law ,of GQd. tha~ cpmmand~ us to aun 
at Perreaion. tn thcli Occafiobs the Good ce:Ues to be Good 
when an)' thing ~ Q~ i~ (elf. . '," ,- ,.;',.. " , 
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~ 0 ~ The CollJmentar~es Of HiciOdes, .on 
they themfelves aredifobec:lieftt to the Divine Laws;r 
for 'tis not poffilile that a Man who would exadly 
.obferge the R1:lles of VirtUe, fhould ~ver agree' 

:chtllDntilr with ehofe that violate .them. In· all other things 
tIM, t~ PII- we Qpght 10 honour our Parents to the utmoll of 
=~:, .ourPower, ilJdwitboutanyLi~itation; by rerving 
..,tmJs in -them our feJves, and by fupplylng them abundantly 
.'1'1),,;1 and with aU our Heart, ,wid. the things they have 
IItJI ~ntrIWJ need of; for 'tis moll reafoDable they fuould make '-{,G:r-s we ~f them to whdm they gave a' Being and Edu,. 
• . cation. But in regard to what we receiv'd.notof· . 
Thllt is t. 'em; the Law declares it free, and exempts it frona 

iI-""~S#tIl. their Power, ceinmanding us to feek the true Fa... 
60" ~s ~he ther of it, to unite our felves to him~ aad to J~ 
;;;:".;',I. h9ur particuJarly to render our' (elves cohformable 

td his Image; and thus wefhall be ,able ,to preferve 
. both the Divine and ,Human Goods:' ~nd as we 

.ought not to negled: our Parents umler a vainPr~ 
text of Virtue. fo neither Ought w.e to faU. by a 
-hlind and renfelers Obedience into the worl of .aU 
Evil!, Impiety. ", ' 

But if they threaten to put us to Death for our 
DifobedieQce,. (t) or to difinherit us, we ought not 

7IMI is" to be difmay"d' at their Menaces, (f) but think i .. 
'" tM Btl- mediarely on what ther wiU fall; they threaten th.1 }s u only wlut they made: But:as to that Part Of us 
f"f.~~SDt4., tha~ is ~afe from their Paffion, that cannot fulfer by 
~I&b 'hlJ their IDJufhce~ and that Gomes not from them, we 
Jid:t J ought to preferve- it free and fubjelt to the Will 
;:,~,,: of God. Tile true Honour tlut Virtu~commands 
Jr. GNI. < • 115 

, .(.,) Inftead of ~I~ b.Ao1el.,~,v, which·is in t~ Text, aDd 
which has no :Meaqmg, or at leaft a ftl'J ob(cure oae, the 
J,fanufcript of ~"""CI reads n' xJ..nfll tlM.o1dM-". wlpch is 
Yery natUral and in~I1i2ibI.e • 

. (/) 'This il an eicelient lxplication of the, E'van£Clkat Pre
cept. not to fear th()fO that can kill the 8ody-on1i~ l)ut to fear 
lWri atOM .who can kiD both ~ and Body. 
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the Go/Jen' Perfis of ' Pythagoras. 2.0". 
us to lernier td our, Parents. (g) is'tO fpare for no- W, '"I~ d 
thing to fenuhem, either Body or Goods, but to hte ne~ 

. be' intlir.ely fubjea to them in what cpncerns either ~i:= E: 
of the two; for 'tis becoming" and reafenable never JIlt4,s jtw 
to, refufe, them the Sct;vicc of onr Hands; (h) Qn the Servir. 
tRe contrary, the more', this Scryiee is toiUolRe, O/oIW P .. 

mean. and ltrvile., the more we ojJ~ Co' delight inr.;:,s""u", 
it. and think 'our felves ~r'dby .. i,toe. : M!J~\lle(s,I1I~1J II;,J' , 
ought we to refufe to ..,ly ,leir Wants, and fe""'i~. ,_ 
grudge to leffen their Expence through a Motive of~,e,.w;-, : ' 
A vance, but we ought rather fal,be lavifh in furniflt .. ~..,.::t!': 
iog them with aU they have o(Aa~~ for. and to the mm' 
do it with achearfu} Mi'od, thinking our {elves J,lizhtfid. 
happy in fet.ving thein with~lIr p~rroilsan~F.(lat~s; ~:!:k ' 
for to prat11ce thefe two thtngs Joy(~U.Y'aQ4: With :ughl._ 
a free Will, (i) is to fulfil the Law of~irtue, an~: ,hin"it •• 

\ 
to'. 

.' 
( 

(g) The, Text of this Paflage is Dot fouild in the EiiitiollS. " 
but the, Ma~ufcript" of Fr,,'n~' has i.t ri~~~~ Mh. f11111Y.'!::~1' ' 
ipli'lJ'o/~tSr 1I[LfL> (fIiTi XflJ~tl.TIIII". fl.A.A fI"Dv1ttr tJJi'TOlf '\,IZiit- , 

Tf;1riX8d.1 ilr 'lB"d.J'/tt .,& n1l.tlZTtI.. ", 
(h) The Manufcript of .ilJt,'reids this Paflage veryr,ht. ~ 

t;7~i,,~ -yt) ~{,n :f .1'. tiu7tSf2"'II.f 9'e!l-7~tt/f t7rEi)'Q~e!w ~ •• 
T,rl~, rll'~/ytJp.ol';:' 't ~ttMo' ,lInn. ~IT'" i, p.iAAo, CmI
"o~ )'~I'IJ~ ~ J'tSAo"fEi1f~, ~ ~h! tl1"tt~ I'fIl1r«V&J~"r 
tpf!olJ''''1..H~ ')M~., And this very . Bin-Del" in his Trmtii"e, 
HOltl ltI, ought to 6,hll'U, '''''I,I'U,,~to "',:1' FAth" 1Int1 Mothn-. 
tells us wherein confifts this Plean and fervile Service, that w6 
olIght to rander to our. Parents: For. Example, he fays, ,~ , 
ought to "'"jb their F"t, to milk, Ih,;,. B,d. IIIJIl to 6, .lw1l1Js ilf, ; 
thl, ."", to f'"" them. Btc. '!1""JJ'fL> '\.~I';-l-d.l. '!1 "A"'" n~'-
ITtt.l. '!1 J'Itt.J(.O'tS~IS~. ' 

(i) Under the lAw of Virtue is inclUded that ofPitty. Here 
Hierocks explains wonderfully well the Precept of P,thllgDl'/IS. 
Nor did,PlAl41 fi?rget fo nece1Jati and fo indifpenfible a DufY. . 
J4ear what he "iays, of it in the eleventh Book of the Laws, 
TiM ~" 41f qoJ ;s th, F4Iunthmn-0f th, Dilly .,,; ',,,,; ,lit' f 11-_ .... 
r,nt!., ND1I1 if.thl Gods llIIt, J~light.i'n the l107JDIW IH gi'll' their. I, 

1"",g,l, ltIhieh /1.'1 tmly J," R,p,.,jinlAti4/nS 41f the. Diity.·' tIJ,"h' , 
"",., ."ill thiy I" pl'As'd ltIitH thl Hl11IolW ., /11] til ,IW Pllmd/, . 
.. MI,he l;ping I_lis' of Gol. '~,Q/j". tblJ "". tht ""'f, ',~: 

< Jr"" , 
-I 
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2.1 !be of 

, 

i';;ltlpll 
~...ctrniI'?C 

to faddle the Rights of Nature. Thus you fee 
the to Pd!Rd!Rents Thte we 

~we to their Relations; and wh~ch"!s only ~he fe~ 
~:>ttKBd :& bKB propKBrtlOKB">t aCKBordm>t to 
th.e Degree of Confanguinity; fo that next to"our 
;Pd!Rtentsjl we ought m'orKB ur 1& to Ponood!R onKB Rt" 
la~i?l'Is, o'C kJ accord~ng ~o the Rank of Affinity in 
~oTIch fO atuto has plaC'tt daemo 

Fore, tmJ Effic,", th,ft tiving Imag's of tbl Pc!ty, 7llho art lilr. 
pd!Rrc:ioUl' J€!1IItls &:frZ thr .f"ami1f, ~'f)r to C:frZllo tiD.", d!Rll P:frZt.:& ,f 
Bltffmgs on th'ir Childrm, 1IJ1iI JulJ rtfpta arui 'Wtr, tllll11, ant{ 
thr -jiJrtllJfol M"I,JiSi4m onth, H,JId of [ueh liS 114" Jifo",
ilitttd!R to J'Jthagr:frZd!Rs anJelllto, e:frZving eecn Id!Rtth of them. 
in EgyPt, 'tis very I:bab1e they had gbt fome Knowledge of 

:~ ':t;";r~~~r~~~"t tiFP;i~J¥ l~~ g'r:frZrp\FP~~':~;~Z r~t 
htnours 1UI1 his Fllthtr lind his Mother. 

(el AhFPg· tilci( Wo,J" the EVK:frZnufuevt o( >t/orellr:frZ adds, ,(tii_ 
AOv ~ ~)l ~ Cnri 'TS'T"'V tf ri~e'TJi~ ife7rlw7,ov p.llv~rr»~. 'Tis 
evident that eV:frZn above a.ll thef~ things, Vi.tue remains free 
ad!Rd indep:frZpdem, But l :Un Opid!RdFPd!Rt thvt this a >tnm
ment that crept at le~ into the Text. My Reafon is. be
ariSe thv :Vndv~vrZ%dcncl of >tZrtu. not here tdr Maovr in 
1Jeeate. . " 

R E VL 

Of Illh Jhe oeD ofMtZ%§kituiL,. him (h, 
. :' Friend, who oF diftinguifoes hi"'f~!f by hil 

':~!t!, A· Fter the La't1( that prefcribes. . .. fira HOl"JOur 
Z%§t<::tt;';" I"!!.~ . is tiJ; our .lit firft Affioity, ~nd after 
t¥w, ",iii", that which regulates the RefpeCi: we owe our Ira':; 

. ::: :: reOit aod thrir ~vlJ;tionJ;i aod which. is a Cont~ 
• -1l."" ~ quen~e the firft,· follows jilunePiotely n:he 

S=inli. ., , con. 



tbe Go/Jm .Perfil ofPythag()ras'~~ .' 2. I t 
• concerning .the CO{ItraCtiog of FHcl)dOtip, whiOb is 
to chute for, our Friend, (II) among·thofe .who arc 
hot of o~.hnUly, hini w~ is. the moft ~irt~~ 
and tobl~d·our {elves to bllll by the Co~uill,a:' 
Ition ofVutues, mthe end we may make the. good 
Man our Friend for a. g.ood Reafon, and not reek 
his Friendfhip on any other, account; infomuch 
that this Precept is intirely conformable to the Ad-
vice that was'given us oobterning ttte good Men .. 
who are departed. this Life:. (b) Forasin that, we pri""M 
were told, that we ought to honour and revere oRly.~':; J 
thofe who are full of Knowledge and of Lighf; fo fo, ;;":,, 
~ikewifeVie aretoJd in thjs~ that we ought to contraa: /1IIt,,-foi 
friend1hjp witli none but Men bf Probity and Vif,6 lntwljl • 

. , tue.. ts to thefe. we are allow'd the Li~y of y",., till 
ChoIce; and as;t our Parehts and RelatIons, we IU to 'fIIR' . 

are coo6n'd to obey the Dldates of Nature; for Pri""_ 
a Father or a Brother naturally claims our Refp~a: ~~";',,:,:, 

- But as for die others. I mean our Friends, 'tis Vir- DW p,.. 
tue onl'y that makes them valuabl~ in like manDer as ",nts. 
it gives Merit to the Dead. . 

As' 

(.IJ ) For as to thofe that are of our Family, Nature alone 
tufliccs to make us love and,rcfped: them. , 
. ( ") All this Iteafoning of H;tr~lis fcerns to DIe to be. very 
fine and demonftrative. Asam9ng theDead. we ought toh~ 
DOur only fuch as had difi:inguifb'd themfelves by theit vircue; 
and whom the Divine Grace has exalted to Glory J fo lik~e 
among the living, after our Relations, we ouglit to love aDd 
tefptft none but the Good an4 t:he ViituoUl. . There is in re
gard to us, fo near a Relatien and fo perfeB: an ,Analogy' be
tween the fuperior and the inferior Beings. ~t our Duty to 

. the firft is the R.ule and the Meafure of what we owe the !aft:.. 
Our Puents ani the Irnageof God J. bUr Relations repref'ent the 

/' A~ and our Friends are the Image of the Saint.. We 
ollifnot then be miftaken in thefe Dil~ of the ciril L~, fee.; 
jag they are tht:~ue~s 'of-the Duties df Retlgionf 'ad' 
~thmon. 'Tis the ~ftiil'Life that ought to regulate 
tliC Terreflrial. . 
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2.1%. the CdtImlmtaritJ . of Hierocles, tI'Il 
• 

" As to" the Beings (poken oflxfore there. 'tis Na~ , 
ture it felf that makes them honourable, and com· 
mands us to revere them. In Heaven tllay are the 
Gods and the Heroes, (that is the An~') and here 
upon Earth, they are our Parents and our;ReJati
ons, who under a mortal Nature e~tinually repre
fent to us the Image of the IiIUDOrtalAffinity, that 
binds us to thofe Gods and to thofe Heroes. 

Thus you fee where· we ought to feareh, and 
where to ehufe a Friend; you (ball in the next 
place be inGruCled what Means you are to nfe to 
preferve a. Friend fo long as he contributes to yout 
true Good'· or to Itban(fon him, jf he forfakes the 
PathsofVit\ue; and ceafes to obey the Precepts and . 
Advices that tend to his Perfea:~on. • 

V E it S,E S . VII, VIII, and IX. 

(a) AlwlIJs give Ear to his mild Exhortd .. 
tions, and take Example from his virtllollS 
and Ufe/llt. AC1ions. 

And lI'lJoid as milch lIS pf!.fIible to haft thy 
Friend for a .flight F,ault. 

NfJ'W, PflWer is II nellr Neighbollr to Ne ... 
ceJlit.J • 

• B_ 'IN WE are now going to (bew how we ought to ;::hI" h- behave our {elves towards our Friends. FirR, 
l~::: we muG yield to and obey them. when they exhort' ...,41.. . . us 
,~.' 

(It) This Verfc of P"hIIg"lII may likewife be aplain~d in 
this manner, GW.7IM, t. thJ FrirnJ /Jy fptilltinz t. hi", "";th MiU
rIIfl, 1t.,rnJw hitn .Il "",,,,,,, .f goH Offim. But the Expli
c:atiGD. Hi",dls gives of it is more profound; nor can it be 
doubted, J"ut that was tIae Scufc wllich all the'1'."'" 
save it. . 
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tbe Golden Perfis of Pythag~ras. ' 2.13 

us to Virtue, 'and when they do any thing for our' 
/ Advantage; for 'tis for our mutual good that the 

Law of Friendth ip binds us together~ to the end our 
Friends may affifr us in the Increafe of Vjrtue~ and 
that we may reciprocaUy affifr them in their 1m
provemennherein: For as Fellow-travellers in the Frimth •• 
way that leads to a better Life~ we: ought for our Fe~,:;' 
common Advantage to impart to them the gOO(r;;gZs,: ... : 
things we may difcover, perhaps better than theY.1r,eRJ!J t; 
We-ought mildly to fubmit to the 'good Advices IIffifi ,,,, .. 
of our Friends, and to ,let them' thare with us in ",tb",. 
whatever we have that is good and profitable. As 
for Riches, SIOfY, and all other frail and perithable 
Goods, we ought never to have the leaa Diffe-
rence with our Friends concerning them;, (b) for 
that· would be to hate· for a flight Offence, thofe 
who, are our Friends in matters of the 'higheR Mo-
ment. . Lett us then bear with our Friends in all 
things, as being bound to them with the ftriltefl! 
f;)faU Bands, the facred, Tie of Friendfhip. There 
~s but one thing which we are not to bear with ih , 
Friend; and tliat is, when he faUs intoaCorruprion 
of Manners: And w'C are in no wife-to follow his Ex-
ample when he quits the Ways of Wifdom,and 
takes up another coarfe' of Life; for tllen we,1houid 
fuffer our felve~ to be feducjiJ and led' aRray from 
VirtUe with him;· hut we ought to ufe OUr utmoft 
.E.ndeavoJU'Sto reclaim our Friend, and to bring him: 
, '; ';. P' • back 

.,' (6) P,;hllg,,~ thCrefure treats as. flight oft"" whatever In
jury our Friend or our Neighbour does us, !md thataffecbl 
not the Soul. but regards only our Ellates, our Honour, aDd all 
the other worldly Interefts, which are always mean and con
temptible. ThiS is a' very ,perrea Rale to be given by a Hea-

, then. and in an Aplike that i when they who were heft id- , 
fuU~d koew no other Law, than to love him that lo,e~ to 
. hate him that hates, to live to him that give,- arid to refufe 
<to hin:I; that gives. not I, For thi,_ WllS the ~~c HI{_ taught 
lon, bef~ ~ pays ()f PJt"",orlfS! . . ' 

\ 

," 
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2.14 'lbi C07III1lentllr;es of 6ierocies, tID 

back intO the good Way. If we cannot prevail with 
him to return; we muLt reft fatisfy'c.L and DOt re-

\ . gard him ,IS our Enemy, becaufe of our former 
:r.w M,. Friendfitip, nor as our Friend, beeaufe of his De. 

. ; ~J ''''. privation:' Infomuch that for this Reafon only we 'MI,,,: ought to renounce and forfake him, he being become 
~ 4 incapable on hi~ Part to aGiG or forward us in the "'i_. Purfuit and Improvement ofVinue, for which aufe . 
. alone we fought his Friendlhip. . But let us take 

great care that this Separation degenerate not into 
. Enmity; for tho' he ruG unlinll'd the Chain, we 

"IIIin tl- are oblig'd to leave no Means untry'd to reclaim him 
\ ",,!,islllll' to his Duty, without any rejoicing at the Fall of 
:;-;,... oUr Friend .. and withoudnfulting over him on ac .. 
1jIIiI-'';;J count of this Error; but rather compaGionate hit 
'aths 'f Misfortune with Tears and with Sorrow, pnyint 
Yin".. for him, and forgetting nothing that inay bring 

him to Repentance, and procure his Welfare. Now 
the things that may reclaim him, are (e) to have 
no Difpute' with him" concerning Riches or Glory, 

. Dot to debar him of our Company with Difdain, 
and not to triulliph o\'er him on account of his 
Misfortunes.. And feeing what molt contributes 
to the prefelving our Friends. or to the forfakiDg 
thein with Reafon and J uGice. or ·.Iaaly to the 
putting us in a Condition to reclaim them to their 
Duty. and to make them repent ~f their ApoGacy, 
is to bear with them when· they are in the Wrong,. 
not to enter with them into too aria a Difcuffiob 
of our lnterefts, to be indulgent to thein; and not 
to take things in the utmofi l\igour; in a Word .. 

. . to 
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~o have as much Patience, and to bear ·with them p""",-

as· much as poffibly we ca~ the Author of tbere ("'IM "., 
Verfes adds, AS mIlCh AS th,,, c,,,,]I. And, then~ til 6, ",,11-

~o the ~nd .,e might DQt meafure the Power by -:-'J~ th,. 
th~. Will, but by the Strength of Nature •. as far th:!:::% 
as the prefent N eceOity can {upply us therewith, he· ,,·NAiHl'I. ". 
gives us to underHand, ThAt Power ;S A near N,;gb- p...", 

"o"'r. " Ni(1}jIty ~ (d) For daily Experience con- J.",Usn'M 
v~nces us~ that ·Neccffity fupplies us· with more N",I'''1' 
Strength than we imagine we have. Let us then 
be fully perfuadeJ, that WJ! ought to. bear with ,?ur 

. t:riendS;af .much as N eceflity Otews -tis· poffi~le for. 
us to "do: A.nd that on Account of the RelatIon ot 
~riend~ipweought to endure what feem'd to us in
fup'portabl~. For we are not to imagine that Courage 
tnd Fortitude are Dever to be imploy-d but ~hen 
we are to refi~·the E.fforts of Strength and ViOio 
'ence: Whltever tends to the prefer+ing, or to the 
regaining of our Friends,requirtS and deftrves mote '
'atienee, as being the Injunctions of a Div~ne Ne ... t.' . 

. 'ceflity'e N<?w the Nece~ty of Rearon is ~ronger r:;,!:,t 
. P i and fMl is JIr"'. 

,trthJmMl 
; . t ; t - P" 'nItr_ 

. (.I) To·~ the Weaknefs and 'sToth that· a Comipted ~' •• 
Wijj' infpiies, eyen in 0111' moft: important nuties, nothing can . . . 
*'e Qf greater Efti~ than this Advice: hiler J.,lls 111M If,· , 
.,.: Let Us ezpLiiU .it b, ali UampJe ·that ~Il ret it off~. . 
the. Left: Advantage. I~ daily hapPe-. that we retuf~to do cer. "" ram ~ t~t woUld be of Advailta~ to us. ~d~g .,fot 
~, tliat we cannot do them. But if an indifpemable Ni:- . 
eeaity ()f doiD~ Things Yet more difficu!t happen next Diy; 
we make a jbjft to c:ompaji thtm. "Tis DOt therefore the 
!oWei- dJat iI waaint· ia ~ bu. tJacWiU. , W'rth~vi~ 
Ear',thIs to tI&i8 wak. or ~ Will. .,let ·111 . fur 
~ and Strength in tM, neiJ.hbourJaood of Neceffitt: ~ .' . 
is ~ tar. fet UI do what·. ~Id do.J;a the iMft. tJ!gcDt Nno 
~~ A ,Man·, wh~ is dli&cd with the G9ut. and. keeps hi: .\ 
lied. perfu&da .himfdl he cailnOt Walk; fct: but Fire to hia . 
Claam~t; he Will rife atid ruG away. Te:maft are of aHCIIIJ' 
~h.· ~ m~· JOok for it wJu:rc it i.iodt'd •. thac i •• 
f., •... N~tl. ~ is .pcrfe4ly '" &ncr IICW~ . , 
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:utd more prevalent with the Wife than all exterior 
Force. Whether therefore thou regard the ~e,
ceffity that arifes from the feveral ConjunB:ures and 
Circumftances of Affairs; or whether thou conn'!' 
der the Neceffity of the Will; thou wilt find this 
Iaft, (t) this free and in<lependent Neceffi~y, this 
¥oluntary refult of Reafon, which is conrain'd 
w.ithin the Bou~ds of Knowledge, and is an Ema
nation from the Divine La.""s. (f)' to be the Mea? 
fure of the J>ower that is in thee, ,and which tb~ 
-Verfe would have thee imploy for thy Friends, by 
command~g: thee n~ to breek eafily with the~, 
'~Dd not to'ha,~ theIB for a £light ()ffenc;e. t:o~ this' 
.Verfe makes but little Account ,of whatever ,dfe~s 
.not the Soul': It forbids us to ,make an :E.nemy.of 
,a Friend for the.fake ofSelf-interetl: and merctn,ary: 
.Ends; and.it ~ommands us to endeavour by; an ,if..
~ire Indi1fer~ce for all ~xterif)r Things. to regaia 
our Friend. and fo to behave our~ felves that the 
'whole War.Jd m!lY bearWitnefSof'us, that as muc4 

. as in us by, we have prefe~v'd our Friends: ,T.hat 
: we 'have redaim'd and fet in the right Way, 'thore 

who had fuffer'd themfelves to beJeduc'd byVicc, 
... that·'we haw -not given them any . .caufe to.. ,brak 

• ,NrrfI» to' with us, nor: retaliated like for like~ when they,firft 
;.etA~1f4Is difqaim'd ou~:F.rieDdihip: F'oi'this the facred Law 
::'~;h" of FriendfuipftqUires of us!. a L~w.that !Day be faid 
11ft III ill. t6 ~-the ~ml'Excellent of all Vlrttle!, and, t() (?~ 

!bOle all the ref' in Perfeffion:. (g) For tlie ~P.t! 
::; , ., , . , ,~ 'of 

-~' .~--------------~~~--------~~ . ...---.----' . "', .',.. , .' 

.~ 

~ (,J He fays 'tis amtaio'd within the~ of ~~ 
6ccaUfe- we CJ1lftCit learn its full Extent.· DOt iaIbu& GIll' fe.ea 
uull it requires 'of us;. '. . .,.,;.: • f 

• (/) The,aapy mmpar'd withtbo,MaDufcripts rdd'J£1TOM 
iaftcad of.l"w~"" a:ndthis is c:aalfirm'd: by the MaAufcript of 
'6ltIr'll&t •. <t';"f -f. .• : .... , " • I'" ,-... :.~ 

: (g) This'DeGionis drawn fNm: tilt mofl: fublime J'hiJo.. 
.,111. j Fricildthip is tie End ~hll the. Virtues, bcca.fc thq 

~'l ....... ~ •. ~ ." 1.:: ~ .:. ,"-- ...... ~ 

• 
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, . tile Goltlen· Ycrfos of PythagOras: 2. I 7 
of all. Virtues i~ .. Friendihip~ . and ·th~iJ"'.Prjr.~ipIe, i;'FrittlJjhii 
Pi~ty: The Rules efPiety are to u6 the Seeds 'of"}', Bnd of 

aUti'ue Good,~ and the Habit of Fi-iendihipis the'~;:';tihn.t1 
moil perfea Fruit of Yirtue$. As ther~fore we,:P~in'llI:'''' 
ought always to deal JufiIy, not only with thofe. .,. 
who are J ull to us; but likewife with thafe who 
endeavour to injure us; and this ,too, for fear l~ft . 
byrend·ring them Evil for Evil we ihould fait into Fri,nrljhip 
the fame Vicco: So we ought likewife to have Friend.fjJ HUmAn;_ 
thip~ that is to fay, Humanityrand good Will for'" thjJt 

aJ.I that,are of the fame ·Nature witlJl~s. Now the.::~h:J~6f/ 
due Meafure and Regulation of Friendihip- confl'1h all :V,~,t~ 
in loving in the fuft Place the Good and Virtuous;6uf. itS.' 
as ·weM· for the f;ike of Nature; as fcit- the love ·orr'~tly. -
!b.eir rndinari.ons~ it'b'einfi .theyalc:Jne who P,referve:t.:Z 
In themfelves the terfealOn ,of Humaq. Nature;)o~forth. • 
(:h) and in .I0v!ng in the ~e~t Place, the W~cke~:/itk~9{.NIJ_. 
whore InclInations and PrInCIples have nothtn~ lO~'~n~of 
." p 3 . the thiirr"" . . '. ._. .. PJ tUI. , 

, 
, •• j." 

, . 
tflftd OII1y to raife .us up.' and uni~, us to th~ Beings tlt.lt ~ ) 
make us happy; and ptety is its ·PrincipJe, ·liot, orily becaufe 
God is the Author! of Frieridfhip, as ,i!lto ~ys;raad. as we 
know yet more certain~' from the Holy. ScriPn!re; butIikc-;, . 
wife becaufe to defire tbis UJlion. in which ourJlal'pinefs con.. 
rub, is one of the EffeCts oflliety: Th!sPieff is the ~ .'()f , 
Virtues. and virtues bear tlrl. moltpe.~,and 'moflddirable: 

l'ruit, Fri~fhip. • ., ' .., . ·1"'''·'.' (h). Vice delttoys not tile Relations of N4twe: Be a Man erl 
fo w~ked. Nature will:J¥)t fu/rer him to be abfolutely a St u,.'. 
ger to other Men. We ought therefore to ~rm all at
this B~il and Tie of Nature: requ.i;es of.& Behold ther a . , 
great Principle! But whence COuld P"hAIDrIll. take it. in:an fI 
~e,of Darknefs, in P~. wbcn even the People, t!lat was 

, the moa fully inflru8:ed, after having receiv'd .fro~ God this : 
, ~ecept. Thou JMlt z.w u"N,ilh!JDu, AI .. th, flJ/t-had in a 

1lllirmer deftroy'd and llrqug~t it· to nothing by'the narl;OW EA;, -
qpt d"ey gave ~9 the fen(&; of. tile w:.ord Nfi.g/vbfur, which G.od 
~t. fhould be un~erftood of aU MankindJ~ Ile took 'it even, 
frm, the Breaa of t~ Deity. '(be ~owledge of God' ren- ' . 
ders manifeR: the Ban~.~ Affinity 1\11 ~en.have to 0Jl,C >1PO:-. 
'th~r. an~ ~he Dutici incu~~ent on that Relation • 

• 
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~ 1 S 71Je ,Com",mtaries of Hierocles; ~ 

Au tht them that can induce us to court their Friendlhip ; !:'% ~in loving them. I fay. fdr the fake of ~ aMe omy; NM",: which is in Comm~)O to them And us: And there..! 
.nl,. fore Otis a true Saying, 'nAt ,~, Wife hAf's ~, M~~ 
7 .. Wiji _ ""'S .IIIJ,he YW'"D"S: (I) For, mafmuch a 
:'''''' he loves Mao. he ha~es not eVen the Wicked; and 

... infomuch 'as he courts the V irruous to commuaicate . 
and impart himfdf to him, he feleCts :above ail 
the mo~ Perfe&,' for the Obje~ of his Affeaions~ 

• ,(~) And thus in the Rules and Meafures of his 
Frien4lhip he imitates God, who hates nC? Man. 

I b.1;1E loves good Men preferably to ot~ and who, =-'h~ exteocliDg his Love to all Mankind, takes carc to 
Uut t. Ml diflribu'ie to tach Man in particular, the filare he 
MIItIItW • . defetv~s of it, by calling ~ uniting ~ Men to · ::: G: himfelf, (I) IOd 'by the Laws of his luO:ice bring
~. inS' b~ to their Duty ~e Deferrers from Virt~ 
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'the Go/tim Yerfes of. Pythagoras. .~2.I!) 
Por this is a Difpenfation fuirable and ufeful to the 
one and the other, And thus we in like manner Bltqllnlt 
ougbt to have a Frie~d{hip for all Men, yet not for ',;:/'1,'. 
~l Men tlike, bu~ difrribuQng to each the Share of ~ =:; 
II: he deferves: (m) For we ,ibould obferve and li"'; . 
. praa:ifc ~oderation and Juftice with all Men, and 
pot only with the Juft and the Moderate; normay 
we be Good with the Good. and Wicked ~ith the 
Wi,ked: For then .each Accident would have 
power to change us: And we ihould not havtUny 
Good we could call our own. to extend and difpenfe 
it to all Mankind. But if we have acquir'd aHa'!' 
bit of Virtue', it depends not on him who C04DeJ 

lid!: in our w.ay, to make us 10fF it: And being 
once rafely efrabli{h'd on ,Foundations hot to bere-
mov'd or {haken; vie will hOt change that happy 

• State, that firm andfoJid'Difpo6tion, and alteroUf' 
Opinions with' every Man we meet. What w~ 
pratbfe in all other Virtues. ought likewife to be 
o~ferv"d in Friendfhip, which IS· we have liid a1~ 
ready, is the greateft of 'all Virtues: ForFriend~ 
filipis only tIie Humanitr, w~ich we extend in 
geaew to all Mankind, and chiefly to good Men. : 

p 4 . (II) There-

(m)o Tlais is aD excellent Proof of the N~ of loviag all 
. M~: PCII' the Charatter of all th~ Virtues ;. to be alway. 
, ,vhat they are, and to etttend upoa all Men theGexMi they pro
dace. A juft and temperate Man i. always Tuft and Tem~' 
rate; DOI'IS it in the Power of the Unjaft aDa oFthe Intemperate 
to make him otliirwife. ~. the fame of FrieocUbip: Hewho 
if eUow'd with this Virtue, loves DOt QIIly good Men, but . 
~ends his Hllmatlity even to the Vicious : For otherwife that 

. Virtue would ceale to' be in him. nil feems to be an admi-: 
, ra~le Nodexl. When D!WiJ fay. to God. c"", .w.. ,I,..,' 

Iris. Co ".'tIl "",,,./11 1(J't11rlms: n.. Jh.1I ~. ,. with.lIM 
,.., '111III.illlttl ..nth ,ht .id:,J, he wOuld make it oaIy be 
iiaderftoocf. that our CorruptiOIl biaders God from ~viug. us 
the fame Marks of his Goodnef .. and obliges him to tDteITUpt 
the Cov,i1e Of his Gractsto mt.kcu. reNtn to him. 
• • ! ' 

, .. '., 
.' 
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• h ""H" 1 7 e CO'ffffmefffearzee oj leeOC ee' 
(iT) thT N amc of HHmccitl, chat" to 
fay, of the Love Men, particu0arly agrees with 

,ji', This is, fuffic?ent ;Tn this Point, let l,lS now 
proceeh to others. 

(n) I correaed this paffage. by reading ConTftTf( it\1kad of 
;;z'fl eh;;, and ;;t~enNmds f~',;uut , th,; l¥1anufTript Fto~ 
f~(e agreed wItb the OTrrc:Cbon I had 

V R E 

1:11,f~OW thfffe all Thiffgs riTe 1 
" told thee: But Ilccuflom ,hy filf to lur-
" mobb~t ac~d Vric~quifh thife ifT 4/ibOS. ',' 
,Fhft'bGluliony; Sloth, Luxury and Angtr .. • 
, .. 

'Ii I I H ESE are the Pcffiom we ought to reftrain 
~ J.. k;;p dHeom~ 
pote and obftruct· our Reafon. To preventthisy 

Ic~ us MaHcryall bur z:;;ild bTz:;;:iili 
Defiresby good Infl:iuctions; Lince their different 
P:i%'tS rTdprocally {upply onc anmher with 
'(a) to make us commit· Sins fucceffively, and as it, 
~'lele bhdcr;rees. hor Oxaz:;;ple. ccee; m 
provokes'milch Sleep, and 'bot~ together oc;caLion 
a ;;agomtis mhkh exeii'es to LuH; anh 
voking the concupifcible Part of the Soul. eggs it 
oe to letemherancc, lrcfdble IYan 

" 

.. 
.'. ( of) Nothing is mo~c; t~e tlWt this Gradation.' Our Pam..: 
oeEf recip;;:;callp ;,ffiR: eTch OtP;T to mTkc: coy·,mit SYts: fuc
~vely. Good Chear is the Metherof La~incfs. [SJoep.] and 

~~~bJe p~~~YTT ~i::~;;~ft::::R:~~:fsPY;M!!~:ir: 
whets the Paffion of Anger. arid braves the' grcatcft nangers 
ty; ffftiatT its km5Yal I:;;fi"es. 



.. 

. th~ GolJen Perfil ofoPythagoras. 2. 2.1 

C&ming to join the Concupifcible, dreads no Dan-
ger, is Rartled at no Oppofition, but dares un
daunted the worn c~n happen, to glut its deprav'd 
Appetite. ' fometimes, for luxuriou$ E~ting, [olOe-
times for carnal Pleafures, and fometimes for other 
Delights. Accllftom thJ ftlf therefore to cllr" t~efl 

• 'PAjJions~ beginning by Gluttony, that the irratio
nal Parts of the Soul may accuftom themfelves to 
.1>: ,obedient ,to. ~eafon, 0 that thou maY'fi: be a':lin-
vlo]able Obfervet of pJety to the Gods, of ke:" I 
{pea: to thy Parents, ~nd of ,all the other Precepts 
I have already giveri thee: for the Obfervance of 
thofe nrft Precep.ts depends on the keeping of there, 
and thou wilt infallibly tranfgrefs the firR, if the 
PaffioDs be not kept in SubjeCtion, and Obedience 
to Rearon: For on one Hand, either 4nger will 
provoke us againR our Parents, or Concupifcence 
'will excite us to fet at naught their good Advic~s; 
and pn the other hand. either ADger w:ilI precipi-
tate us into BJafphemy, or the Defire of Rich~. 
will plunge us into Perjury: In a Word, all ill 
things are caus'd by there Paffions, when Reafon 
is too weak to keep 'em within the~r Bounds. Thus • 
you fee whil=h are the Sources of all Impieties, of 
aJl the Broils that fet Families at Variance, of the 
Treacheries of Friends, and of aU the Crimes that ar~ 
committed in Breach of the Laws: So that fome 
of the wicked are forc'd to'cry out with Mede4 in 
'the Tragedy, . . 
: I ~(fJI) theft Crimes will ~l'"k!n m] loft SOlll; 

lI~t 'R4g1 m, we4k,.er RI4fon Jo.es controNI. ' 

, Otbers, 
,', 

Or 

\ 
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9" ., thJ gP,,!J AA"I;CI ~ thr~ ~~J; , 
Ml cApti'" &11/. , , 
!S '~IInd 'JIIi.th .fbi"'(Iiflll CJJ.Uf~~ 1M CM, lID' 'JIIiI!"': • 

, ~"IJ~ - • 

for whoever i~ s:apabJe of Reafon, being in a good 
J.)ifp<ifttion. and fitly prepar'd to difcero wliat is 
BODell: and Honourable, is always watchful, al
ways ready to obey the Precepts of ReafoD, when 
the unruly In~inations of his Paffions, like (0 ma
.oy Lumps .of Lead, drag ilim not down into t~e 
.t+byfS of Vice. , ' __ 

We ought therefore to !mow our Duties, anel 
'accu{lom, as JIluch as ~e CaD, our brutal-Ind fenfual 
Faculties to be obedient to the ReafOD that is in 
us: For the Pamons being thus kept in Subieaion~ 

-• Reaf~n will be in a Condition to obfetve inviola .. 
bly the lirLl Precepts, cODcerning which we are 

• told in trus Place; IVww tb.t t.,ji thillgs ., fl~ 
And concerning the folldwing Precepts; Bllt, ACell. 

''''f~ ;1 flo", tbJ filf -tD f!AlKJlI,ijh, Bee., to, make us under~ 
,,,itl,. ~ {land, that the Intelligent Part isgovern'd by In-, !t;"!"" {lrudion ~d Knowledge; and that the fehfualor 
;P"JjiDns/WI brutal Part is .guided by Habitude or by F(J~i,: 
/rIP' unJ.n: (JIIS, if I may ure that Term, which are in fome _ t:"",· Meafure corporeal: ADd t~usM~ tame and ffain 
~ Th; .Atl. up BeaGs. by means of Habitud~ only. The AI": 
"""at. gil . petite t}ierefore being habituated to content it felf 
~ T"»'pI~ with a -fufficient and reafonable ~antity, renders 
{.tn"_ :,. the other Pallions of the Body more moderate, antj 
:;:"~flJi' Anger lefs viole,Dt and boiling: Io{oll,luch, that we. 
;; not being rudely agitated arid hurry'dalong. by 

t~e l>~on~ inay ~edit~te ~ Tr~~u.il~itf o~ whit 
- " 
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fh~ GoltlfJI yerfe~ ~ ,Pythag~ra~ 
, ,,~ are oblig'd 'to do; (b) .And fro~ thence we 

learn to know our felves, ~o know what we ~rull 
, .re, and to r:~fpea our felve~ when '~e have attain'(t 
to 'tbat Knowledge:, From which, an~ from ~hat 
llefpefr.w,hidi i~ a neve~~failj~g ~onrequence of 
it, we learn to avoid th~eful :Afrions. that is to 
f~y, aU ~e Evils 't~t ire ~an·d ihameful,b~cauf~ 
they are'indecent, Ind u~wort~y to be committed 
1,1 a rational Subftan~e: ~~ of th.is w~ ~e ~o~, 

, ~oingto f~ '\ ' , 

, " :; .. 
(6) See here a Road weD mark"d ~ to arrive at Pafcl.tioL 
~m ~~ p~ the Calm and. ~ of the ~ 
oas j frOm the Calm of the Paffions. MedltatloD; from Medj.; 
tation. the ltn'oWl~~ of oar felyes; from the ~wlod~ • 
our fe1ves. tile R.er~ we owe oar {elves f and from dais Re-

, C!uDDing ofVicet, alld 'of whatever is Glamml u4 
, . . ~. 1J1 diis k. c:ridcatly mac. " : 

p . ~,. 

V~RSES Xl,andXf!. 

'Nron: tf)~"'it 4n.J fI-M/1I1 4nifJtU~ nti. 
. th" with f)thtrs~ , , ' 

NfJr 'in P,if)4t, wiih th.J /elf: ,And 4lwue 
, .~ 411 thin~i ,tJPt~ thJ I~!f. ' 

I, T frequently' happens, eith~r that we ~ommit SI/i!tIP 
': tbam~fw. A8:ioDS ~ p'rivate by. o~r (elves. be- ",,4 S~;:::J 

caufe we believe them Indifferent, whicb we ihould ~ til. =:. 
Dever have co~ittetl ~D PrCfen~e of others. for the IIZ~o ;';ei 
lbame of bavlng a Wl~efS; or, o,n the contrary, , 
that with others, we commit thole Crimes that we ihould ne{,er have c:O~tted; ~Jone, . or in pri-
~ate, dra~n in by Company. and the Number of 

. ~e Accomplices led"ening the Shame of the A8:i~ , 
~. !~s ~ ~ ~~o~ ~h, th~ Poet i,npthisJ • , . . a~ 

Digitized by Google 



• 

1.2.4 ' 7'fje CtItII1f!,ntaries of Hierocles, (J'II 

Place flops up there two Ways, that may lead us 
, ""., ;s f.o Sh~e and Wickednefs; for if all that is Burne='!!r ful ougllt to be avoided, no Circumfla'nce what
I, ehlf7lg'J.foever c~n .make it worthy our Search~ and ~ere
Iy Cir&IItIJ- fore he 10In'd thefe two togeth~r .. Neither WIth (1-

~. ''tbirs,~ nor ;11 priVAte bi thJ fllfi' to' the end that 
'neither Solitude might inauce thee to a8: any In
,decency, nor Company, or the Number of Accom~ 
pJices, feem to thee to jufti6e the Crime : After 
whic:h he adds the Caufe .that alone' prevents from 
~8IBmitting WickediJefs, .Abo", 1111, rejjnU thJ PI[; 

!1JtRet ll ,ror-if moo get'fi: a Habit of refpecting thy feJ~, 
-'::f:,;u: thou wilt always have at hand a faithful Guardian 
~ u;"g ~om rhOD wilt refpett, who wi~l ne~er .depart far 
ill. . fr~m thee, but .aIway~ keep thee In hIS Sight: For 

it his often h~ppen'd, that many .. after their Fric:nds 
and DomeH:icks had: left them. -have taken the Li~ 

, berty to a8: fuch things as they would have been 
aflram1cJ..to· have done in ·their Prefence:- Was there, 
thea no Witnefs -of it ~ I fpeak not here of God, 
for God is f~l' fl"QJD the noughts of the Wicked: 
But had they not their Souls, that is to fay them
(elv.es, for ~tne(fes?' Had the, not the Telli.no
ny of their own Confcience~? Do1.JJ>tlefs they had; 
but. being fubjea:e4 to their Paffions, and: enfiav"d 
. by them, they knew not that fuch Witnelfes were 
prefent; and all who are in this Condition contemn 
their own Rearon, and treat it worfe than the vi", 
left Slave. 1!fi:ablifh : thy felf then for 'thy own 
6uard~ and thy- own Infpe8:or; and ~e~p'ing the 

: E,yes of thy Underftaflding always nrd on this 
, ' faithful Guardian, begin to h,ave an Abhorrence of • 
, Y"~;s Vice.' The Refpc!~ thou iliali:! have for thy felf, 
'i1-;J:! 'will of-neceH"ity. create in thee an AbhorrenFf of 
:..., _I -:-all Vice,' and incline thee to Ibun and avoid w~at
Yiu. ~ver is: Ihameful; and unworthy to be committed 

'J>1 a re~~on,able·.B~in!~: . '~'ld ~~ 'w~o !hAin!~ ill 
., \. ."" , ~1.10nS 
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The fom1llen1aries of ~ierocles, .. 
AtHons "unworthy of him. infellfibly. famjJiuizes 
him(clf with Virtue; the P~et therefore ~oes. on. :. 

V E R S E S. XIII, XIV, XV, a.~~. ~V~~.~ . 
. . .). 

In the next Pillet, of/foro/! Jujlice hI' thj . 
. .AElionsand in thy Worai.· . '. : .. · 
4nd acclljiom .not th.1 .(elf.. tObtha'!il 'tfJ.J. . 

. ftlf in a~l thing withfJlIl Rutl, anllW,ith .. 
. out Reapn. . . . :' . '.' .;, . 
Bllt alwiJ.1s make tloil'RejlefiifJ1I, that ~tiS' 

ordain'd b.1 q)PjlinJfor all Mtn 10 4;; .. ;: 
And t·hat the Goods of Fortune are untlr-·· 
" t ain; 41JIi that as the) .. fIIIJ" be. a''l#ir't4 .. 
. ·thl!.! ma.1 1~~.l!Wife .I1t loft. , 

~ :~. ':..' , .... - . ' 
" . 

. W·. J-tolOevDt~t ier~as ·irid· revues himfeJf, .. ~:; .. 

. ... ') 

. " 

. ·l 

, com'es"liis own Guard; to prevent himfe1f' 
from falling'ih~~'any ~anner or-Vice. Now there E~ .FA
are f~veral Sorts of '.'ices.: The Vice?f the ra~~n.al,~:!lt:: I 

Part 19 Folly; of the ua{able, Cowardrc~ ~ the VICes' Vim. 
of the ('cmF"pifci~Je are Inte!l'petance and Avarice; :1:1". 
apd the Vlce .. chat extends It felf through all the . "111 

. Faculties if.Iojullice. To.~oi4 therefore.,aJl there-~~~~. 
Vices, we have '~eed o~ four Virtues; of Pru- fllflllr'''lh .. 
dence, for-:the ratIonal Faculty foE Courage, for '.fl 1M FII

tbe. irafcii>le.;, pf::remperatlce,. f~r. the co~cupifc~ elllti,s 'f 
lile; anq. foi.~U there.Faculties together, 'we bave,i,SINL. 
need of Jaflice,(a) which is, the moll perfedof' 
. .~'. . . ':".. .' . aU 

----~~--~~----~-------------~ 
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2.2.6 ,,~ Colfmitliztari'ti oj H1e~ocIe~J 0-z-e: iI ~ t1ie V~es, and being the chief of a~, includ~i 
t '-ft .., the relt as Its proper Parts~ . And therefor~ thne 
~~" Verfes ~a1l1e Juftice f1rft, next Prudence, and.af
.,... ter Prudenc~ mey mention the moll ej:l:ell~nt .Ef
..... reas that f~ring frori,t ~hat Vircue~ and that con. 
... tribute to die Perfeaion~ and to the Inrirenefs or 

~otaIity of jwace: ,l:'or"eve~y. Man .who reafols 
light, and who mak~ we ~f. his Prude~,:e. is af
'Red by Courage In aU gOOd and p'ralfe-worthy 
AtHons; . by T emperince, in t~e thin~ that pleafe 

,., ".' the ,Senfes~ and in the one and ~he other by Ju~ 
~~? ftice: Thus Prudence is the Principle 0.£ all Vi~';', 
ft f":J" tnes, and juftice their End, (~) and in. the Iiliddlc 
f''''':'', ' arc COurage aDd T cmperance: For the Faculty 

r:;t:::. , '..' '" ".' ".', ..... ' ':.,.,' , that 
, " , ',I/"~' 

te.med MaO. who has feDt: me all the different Readings Of 
ODe ot die' moO: ~c:ellent ~cripts . in z"",.. pJ#'ers th& 
t.caioD ~f the pnatecl 'rext.J lAnd UpOP ,it Jaas Imparted to me 
• moft ~s ';r~t. He preteiids. tat /:,,}, ""4((-' hi 
this PlaCo is the Tenn'Dillptlfo". which the Mu1icians we to 
expms the Tone that includes the revest Intervals of the voice, 
and that we can ORIW', A~d he l¥lieies tha~ Sf"tler.1 iD this 
l'lace com~ J~ftice to. this. oaa.,.e; bcc:I.ufe JUtHce is th~ 
mplt ~ of vutues. aDd includes tlaem all; . astll;C O6lavc; 
'is the chief and mOO: perfea of ContOOancea, iiid contains all 
~he Notes. AU, the Vutu~ are cOmprir.' d in 1U1bce'. as 'all ~ 
Notes are iil the oaa.,e: Then:fOre n.;pl Bfs, 

"H ~. ,pi"tUwd,. rvA1..t"hr .".;., ~n 'm~ 

Hitl iI ;11 t-M d ,. r';';"~ b' this Opinioii he nght~
it fhould bave beeD ~ted thus; 'lihleb iI thi -ft ptTfell 
.., .u Y".tlHs, _ ,bM. lilt' ,111 rJRII'fJI ill Mlljielt ..hi,b "". 
111;;'1 IIIl the N't'I, imiMlkl lilt,.",iji /Ill ,he "her Yirtilll. . 

(~} Tqe fame, M; SIIl1liMi is here likewifc fOr the rcadi!li 
of the Text .1',& (-(.tuo .. ; which lie prefers to that or the Ma
Dufcript of FIorm&" f!i ",ia-AI i ht: changes only One Letter. 
and reads it .1'1& J,tf46/V" belie'l'iDg that HUrDClts peHills in the 
fame Metaphor, &orrow'd from M"fick~ and that as I&e ca1l'd 
Jufti¢Cthci?r«a-ov, he here caIl.s tou~ and Temperance .1'1-: 
';'fA."~OI" meaning that in the Confort of Virtue; Courage aild 
-Te~peraacc hold the middle kant. _ " '. _ 

, 
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tbe GolJen Perles of Pythagoras. 12.7. 
that weighs -tOG confiders all tbinlP. by right :kea~ 
foning, (c) and thatfeeks 'out that. which is right 
in every ACtion.» to the end that all things may 
be done with Rearon and in due Order. is the 
Habit of Prudence. that is to fay; die mofl: excel. 
lent Difpofirion of our rational Being, by which 
all the other Faculties are kept in good Order; fo 
that,Anger is brav~, Cupidity te~perate: (d) ,and 
J u{bce by correi:bng Ind amendmg all our VICes; 
and by' animating all our ·Virtues.. adorns our mot • 

. tal Man with tlie-excefiive Abundance of the Vir-
tue of the immortal Man: For 'tis orjginally from 'TiJ 1_,
the Divine Spirit that the Virtues'radiate and difM t~ ~m= 
Cufe thentfelves in the reafonable Sout. 'ti~' they ~,,:,: rll
that confl:itute its Form, its PerfeCtion and all itS JiM';;' IhJ. 
Felicity. (e) And from the Soul, there' Virtues Soul tf 
fiaine with a reflected Rayon rhis fenreleG Being; MMI~ 
1 mean the mortal Body, by a, feeret and hidden 

.,. " Commu~ 

. (, J The ManUfc:rlpt of 1lwtn&l reacfs in this J'lace '!1 ~ i ... 
~';'n "'e9tT~ti~v e, TtUf ",1':J.;ftTIV, which is prCfetabJe to the 
iteadjDg of the mnted Text. Prudence feeks after what is 
IOOd aDd becoDlIbg of Clch Man in every ACtion: For·the 
Ume'Aaions are not alike good in every Man, but v:lQ' accor'; . 
ding to the Condition and Q..uaIity of Rim ~hat aa.. One ii 
the Bravery of a General, another that' of a private Soldier» 

·and in like manner of other thin£s. . 
. (II) In this P~fJage t have ratlier follo~d the Senfe- ~~ 

.the Words, which I take to be corrul't~ In the Gmlt; for I· 
do not ullderftand '!1 ;y. hUAO"I'"1' ~ ""'')I'd., "~txe9cUi 
which is not fo mucli as G,."lu I believe it ought to be men .. 
cIed thus, '!1 if JlIK.tU,tTv"nv TrU ti.~oi'tU d.'M.'~. -Word for _ 

. 'Word. ."j IIMt 111/1it. eMt'ilS 41111i, mw Vim, 'this is whae 
.t"A~ 6gni~s, lis H'J;ehiIlSJw obferv'd, "I't"i~, fays he. 
eeeA~ •. The Manufcript of Flwene,.has a R.eading in thU 

-PlaoetbatddCryCl to be examiri'd and known, forthcrThought 
is fine, ~ if JI,itAlotTvvn/l..f tl~~~'YId.~ EX~' ."J t/nit.,.. 
/I;" "..,.,.,;"" it folf to i!lCh SIIbj,a, Sec, fOr Jufticem DGt 
Juftice, but when it obfcrves Me:Uure aad: Proportion. . " 

(~) Itere we fee how this mottalBOd1 of oors is. adoIa'~ 
. and embellilh'd by.the Virtues, which are the PerfcCticms· VI 
the Soul i Pleir Beauty reSeas UpoD it.. . 
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2. 2. the GolJen Perfie of Pythagoeas." 
C~!hmtinicatioil, to the end that all that isjoin'd! 
to Effettrttre &i£2&Y fill'd wiw:h BeiKlty, 

"~ruMne~ with Decency:? and with Order~ Now'Prudence, 
f;:5:?lf!f!;!i:5i:5~ th2& firil, and If!S it ""er" w:he of divine 
~:::in/I"Goods; being efl:a~lith'd and firInly rooted in the 
"iffJ,Js. relf!!hnabl" Sottrl, ad"ifes arad us w:rke 
~~f,as Df the right Courfe in all Occalions, enables us to bear 
i~iHlknffJ¥:" D""th Conft"riY, tli" Lofl of Gzx:?ds 

of Fortune with Patience and Mildnefs: For &ul. 
'wl?:llunffJ is dettce ?:lIn witlly Ietrepidity {op'" 
:::'tD:; ~rt the Viciffitudes of this mortal Nat1;lre: (/) ~n~ 
l?:lZFttM ,,"'i- ot diC'hinds lEpon m'iC'eed:? 'tiS 
tI'rI.' Prudence that knows by the Help of ReafoD the 

N,'&ture thiogs~ td,,%: 'tis of N r2&e[~ 
(tty, (g) that what IS compos"d, of Eanh and of 
\Veter, refolte th" fame Elex2&nts 
compofe it. Prudence never quarrels, with Deliii. 
ne not bec2&ufe this mortal Bf"dy dies; ooncl'wldeS 
fioul thence, that there is no fuch shing as Provi-

: 'For the .koowsthat 'tis. o~d~i?'d QY ~ate 
for all dle, thas: shere IS . .i Im.i preho'd. 
for 'the Duration of this mortal Body; and th~t 
whs:n OU.i laU: Mox"nt oUhht nz"t to 
repin~, but fubmit voluntarily to it auo the Law 

. oh Go.d for Lrw prof"rIy xhaz: is mvrnt 
by the Word Defti,,]: It lignifies that God him
feChas fy his Dexc:es, hefiiz,\1 preilrib'h nc.
ceffaty Limits to this mortal Life, ber0nd whic~, 

no 

-, :(1) F?rt:ortune in~ely d~ends~,on.,this ~ortal t-tature; 
"Rr(;;~ ;~~g ;;tJ,e;~C:A!(if~~l: 3ui't!~ueffJ "mffJm!~,?:l:;Y 
.Were iln})lo"~for thcFo~ation of Man. and we""flDd in-!!.Il
...,z-,'the zO£'zglDe ,If thz~ Oplnzezl: un"l¥: th¥:i,;: twe .rZC
'lDlents they comprehended the two others'i felr ullderthe Earth 
wa.~ comerehcnded Fire, and under the Water, Air.l have 

:Jh.h,,"'lI, 'the Litiz of O",kJ,"g?:lef, that thishizilofo"hlr OFt'is;d 
->1;heir,_Opinion,whoaUow'd but of one Element for the 'For· 

D1ffJtiZfll oiC' iC'dngs, . 



. rlo Man can pafs; and 'cis the Na~ure of Prudence Defoe m.t• 
to follow the Decrees of God, nor 'by defiring not ;" tl J/~: 
tb die. but by endeavouring to di~ Welt . More- .,":a. t. ti, . 

ovet', . Prudence is not ighorantof the Nature of . 
the Goods of Fortune; 1he knows tllat they come 
to Day, and are gone to Morrow, accbrding to 
certain. Caufes that are predefrin'd and prefcrib'd, 
to refifi which is vain and dilhonourable; for we 
ire not the Mafiers to ke.ep what .is not in our 

. Power. (h) Now mofi certainly, neither our Bo';" 
dIes, nor the Goods of Fortuner, in a Word, no
thing that is divided front our rational Being, is 
iii our Powed And as it deI'ends not on us to get 
them. when we pleafc; fo it depends not on us nei'; 

. ther to keep them as long as we pJeafe~ But to 
receive iheinwhen they come, and to pari: witli , 
them when they go, and always to recei,:,e and, 
part with them with inu~h ConRancy and Virtue; .. 
is what depends on us, and is the Nature of out 
rational Being, unlefs it, accuftom it felf to a Coin~' 
portment without Rule and -without Reafon in aI, 
the Accidents of Life; but rather has got a Habit'of 
~onforiil~,n~ it felf to th: prd~rs o.f God; who Ms 
pr~rdain d and dettrmm'd -all thtt relates to us: 
The main Stref! and Extent therefore of what de- . Th' 
pends on us; and is in dur Power. appears chiefly $jrtngth tlf 
i.n this; (i) that we can judge arigl'it o~ the thlng~;!: ::-.. 
that depend not on us; and that we need no~ fuf- ,xte1lM ,. 
fer our felvesto be depi-iv'd of the Power· of our ,ph., tie- , 

. Q' Free..: pentll"""" 
. us .... _! ~\ 

. (h) Thi. i. anundoobted Truth, and evidently p~d in E .. 
l.ilIetus •. whO ~pon, this Principle groullded all the admirable 
itules he has gtven'us. .'. . .,.,' '.. 

(i) In the C2PY compar'd WIth the M~nufcrlpts, there 11 10 

1bC Margin If.e!VIZh in~ of ,dliveu. and. in the Manu[cript, 
of '¥IortTltl . x.dvewt which is ali. one, and this Scn[e is ver'! 

_ ~d; fur ~, Mlmtlerg or Cutroms proceed fr0111 round l'rin..:. 
~Ies I and bY' confeqlierd wbat depeltdt on ull '.xteridsi~ 
rower oyer what depcn4s ~ 011 ~ . 

Digitized by Google 



2. 3 o. 'lbe COJmIientaries of Hierocles, till .... 

. Free-Will by an inordinate AffeCtion to fra,il and 
, 'perilhabJe things. . . 

W..",htlO What is it that wife Ind found Judgment di
:t-"~ (tates to us~ It bids us make a. gooa Ufe of oui 
zjh:,J' Body and of ~~r Riches while we have them, and 
for'u' lIS III- make them rerve as InO:ruments and Means to ac-

. Jru~J quire Virtue; and when we are on the Point of 
" Y~rt'". lofing tltem. it bids us rell fatisfy'd of the Necer

lity of it, and add to aU our other Virtues, that 
of Tranquility and Indi1ference: For tbe ooly way 
to preferve Piety towards the Gods, and the ,due 
Proportion of 1 ufl:ice, is to habituate our R.eafon 
to make a goOa U[e of au' the various Accidents 
that arrive to us,. and to oppofe the Precepts of 
Prudence to all the Contingencies that feem fonu-

Ytrtll"IIIJ- itous, and to happen without Order: :For we can 
;:,f;:,i;. never preferve Virtue, unlefs our Judgment be 
, ,., .. fo- found. and our Opinions ·wholfome. N ever will 1"'''''''''' the Man wbo has a.ccuO:om'd himfelf to live with
'rhIIt is " out Rule and without Rearon, imitate the Beings; 
p" iht that are better than us, as better than us; . but he 
atls. 'will regard them as Tyrants, that force' and CQn-

ftnin liim; (~never will he have the leall Re
gard for thofe among whom he lives, and never 
wilrhe m~e a good Ufe either of his Body or E
flate. Confider thoee who fear to die, and whC) . 

t111j..,.,/i are wedded to their Riches: See into what Inju.' 
~ .1!1tt-.&O:ice~ into what Blafphemies they necetTarily pJunge .1Jl:;:J' themfelves. by fetting up the Standard of Impiety 
'feM to iii" againft God, by den.ying his Providence when they 
_... fee themfelves fallen into the things they foolilhly 
Iftj,Bjeh'J. thought to ~oid; and by"doing aU forts of Inju-. 

ries to their Neighbour, without making any Scru
ple of ravithing from him his Ellate, that they 

mat 
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:the, Gtiden Peifuof Pythagoras. 13 I 

may CQnvert to their own Vfe all they can unju{l: 
ly fcrape together. Thus 'tis manife{l how thefe 
Reprobates are mifs-led by falfe Opiniobs, froni 
whence proceed the greatefi of all Evils, Injufiice 
to thelr Equals, and Impiety to thofe abo\Tc them; 
Evil~, from which he is exempted, who obeying '\ 
this Precept is undaunted at the Approach of Death, 
whofe Judgment is re'fin'd and purg'd by Rearon; 
~nd who does not ·believe the Lofs of temporal 

, Goods to' be infupportabJe. Fr0m then'te fpring :til 
the Ihducernenrs and Motives that incline h1fn to 
Virtue; for from thence he learns, that he ought .. : 
to abfiain ftom what is anothers, to do no Wrong 
to any Man, ,and never to reek his own Profit to 
the Detriment and Lois of his Neighbour: (I) Now 'they thai 
thj~ tan never be bferv'd by tbe Man who be- htlievt th~ 
lieves his Soul to lL mortal, and who having got Soul tlo be 

H b' f 1" . hId . I morta are .. a a It b IVIng WIt out Ru e an WIt lout Rea- incapable 
Q i fon,;o pram) 

Jufti". 

(l) Hierocltf in this Place exprdly fays. that they who bel 
lieve the Soul to be mortal, cannot praQife Julhq:. .But cab 
it not be that a Man, wh9 is perfuadcd that the Soul periilie 
with the Body, iliould believe neverthe1efs that there is in this 
Life a fort of Perfection for the Soul, which PerfcCl:ion con
fids in j ufi:ice, and in ~he I'raCl:ice of Virtues; and that all h is 
Happinefs :).nd all his Rcpofe depend on this Perfection! · Doubt; \ 
1efs this might be; anti Simplicius affirms it mly in hi~ Preface 
to Epiaetul. But even, fays he, if WI did JilppOfe tht S~I~1 t~ 
he mortal, and th4t it ptrifhes with the BOdy, he 1l1ho lives fl,C

tOrtlin$ td thop Mllxims, recdvi~ by means thertnf all thi 
PCrfetlion of. which he is capable, and enjQJing the G~od that is 
proptr for h,m, will of nectfJity bl very happJ. Btlt It mbO: be 
allow'd that the Examples would be. very rare; 'I)d for one 
Man wHo belicy'd he fuould perilh Whole, anti yet /llOuld wlll~ 
ill the Paths of tullice, there would b~ :i Million who would 
go all:ray from them. How /llould this be otherwife. fince 
hot'withfhhdlng the Certainty of the Immortality of the Soul; 
and of the Puniililnents I'repar'd for the Wicked, tve ee:tf~ 
~ot to be unjuft aud wiek-ed ; 

.. 
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.j. rt. 'Th, Commentaries of Hierocles; ." 
fon, (",) diGinguiihes not between what is mortal 
i.n us and has need of Riches, and what is fufcep
tible of· Virtue, and affifted and firengthen'd by 
Virtue: For this due DiCcernment only can indine 
us to the PraCtice of Virtue, and flir us up to the 
Purfuit of what is good and honourable; in which 

. Purfuit we are further'd and help~d forwards by a 
, divine Motive, which fprings from there two Pre
cepts, htI'W thJ iiI[, .arid RefieU IhJ fllf. (II) For 
our own Worth and Dignity ought to be the 
Standard by which we ibould meafure all our Du
ties both in our Words and in our ACtions; and 

111j1iet ill- the Obfervance of our Duties is only'the eua: and 
tW;;'~ iAviolable Obfervance ofJufiice. Thus you fee 
.", lIS. why J un ice is here plac' at the Head of aU the· 
\ other, Virtues, that it may be the McafDle and 

·r R.ule of our Duties. Ob!,"" J_jfice, fays he, 
~o,h i~ IhJ Wort/s, .". in IhJ Aailllli. Let no Bla
fphemy then proceed from thy Mouth, neither for 
the Lofs of temporal Goods, nor in the {harpeR: 
P4ngs of a Difeafe, that thou mayfi not oi'eni 
Tuffice. in thy Words; and never defraud thy 
~eighbour of his Goods, nor contrive Mifchief 
or Lofs to any Man, that thou mayft pot offend 
J uR:ice in thy Attions: For fa long as J uflice keeps 
as it were Garrifon in our Soul, to protect and de

. fend it, we fhall perform aU our Duties towards 
the Gods. towards Men, and towards our felves.-

~ Now 

(m) To this p~ the Manufcript of. FWrmcI adds. thefc' 
two Words. ~"JlitiJ."" AoJi(6p9y;~. which were wanttng Ul 
the Text. and are very necefiilry for the ~nfe. Take the 
'tV,hole Pafti?e. T! Ii ~n ~ tI/7roB~i1rrll./I'. ;,~> fl-eJ'tt.pM, MJi. 
{a,Wp~~:'!i 7lI T "Xfflfl-tl.TfdV JI£6p.V;,·,. &c. • . 

.. (-) This is a great Precept. which alDne. were It well ob
ferv'd. would hinder Men from falling into the bare and un· 
worthy Ad-ions that they d.aiIy commit, and. that d~~e 
tbcm from. ¥1eir DisDity. both fOl tllis LifC ~~d. for ~ tir~ '0 com!:.' . . , ~ -. ' .-... . . , 
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the Golden YerJes of Pythagoras~ 
NoW Prudence is the beft Rule, and the beflMea- P,uJ,nt. 

" fure of J ult:ice; (0) therefore after the Precept,t~ 'it 
OJ,for'll11.fti", he ~dd5, IUId gelt 1I0t A 'HaJ,it tlffo,,,,;'':;. 
~lb4'f1illg. thJ ftlf ill 4111 thill/'. withollt Rlafo~. a fee- jlit,. . 
Ing J ufbce cannot fublift Wlfhout. Prudence. And . 1-jlit, , 
indeed, there is nothing truly jult; but what Pt:r- &4n~ (ulI
fe~ P~udence. bas order'~: "T is P~dence that be-'f,lIj':,,7:" 
hives Itfelf 10 every thlDg not without R.eafol\, " 
'b~t that examines and wei~hs with Care what this 
JJ;lortal Body is, what it has n~ed of, ~nd what is. 
rrecdfaryfor, its Accommodation: 'TlS Prudence 
t~t takes every thing to be vile and contemptible 
in, comparifon of 1 utlice,; and that makes all its. 
Good to con6tl in the betl Difpo6tion of the Soul~ 
which' gives to all other things all the Ornament 
and Value they are cap~ble to receive. Thus Y0lt·, , 
fee the Defign of there Verfes, is to produce in 
the Soul of thofe that read them. thefe four Pra-
akal Virtues,' with an baa and watchful Obfer-
vant,e of them both in Word and Deed': For one' 
of there Virtues infpires P.rudence, another Cou-' 
rage. a third TemperilOce" and ~hat which precedes' 
the three, exholts to the keeping of J unice, which 
diffufes it felf through all the other Virtues; :j.nd 
this Verfe. ThAt .thl Goods,f Fortl"" Ar, IIIItIT-' 

lAilli And thAt AS thl] "11'] III'acqllir' 4, they "'''1 h. loft 
liltwi{t, (p) is here added to make us underfiand that 7""'1,:, 
the H.bit of Temperance is generally accompany"d ~.nt' /6:. 
with Liberality; a Virtue that regulates the Re- r:D;. ' -
,;eipt and Expence of the Goods of Fortun~,; for 

CLJ t to 

(0) Thera was a Fault ~ the Text, which the Manufcript 
of'.,mt, has correeted; ;9£, ~ 1'tN.IUIJ(IW;tm ti~N.HII .7.,f«
rSo- 8tc. The Manufcript felda very well. 09sy '7 •• This Fault. 
tho'very fmall andeafie to correa. has neve.rthelefs lead the 
lAI;" Illtetpreter into_ap En~. 

(~) Liberality is the Otild of TemllCl'l~; far it .lw:ty. 
_ferves a due Meafure. and banUhes alike the too much. an<l 
the, too little. ' , . , 
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to retcnve ~nd expend them wh,~ Reafon rcqulrMr 
it. alone d~ftroys Nig~ardlloc;fs and prodigrlity,wd· 
,U there Vjrtl\e.s ifo~eed origipally frolD chis Prir.. ... 
ciple of refpecti.tlll ones fdf~. and this P.r~cept~ R-e~" 
[pea tbJ felf~ is ID.cluded in this., J(n07P thJ iiI{. 
'which ought to preced~·.u o1.J.r good .AttiQns;alld 
aU other Knowledge. 10 efreer, h0w can -we ,0 .. 

t.herwifc come to know that w~ ought to. mo.d~ 
rate our Paffions, and to uodcrfta~d tbe N ~ure of 
things ~ (q) for "tis ver)' much queftio~'d. fi[~a .. 
1rhether it be poffibJe for Man to. do fo". at!4 ·f11; 

"" GIJDII the next place. whether it be ufeful; . on t~ C911~. 
;r;,ftt. trary, good M~n feem to be m,ucb more lJDhappy. 
;:;;,::, in this Life than the wic~ea, bequfe !;hey t".~; 
." th,;r unjullIy from any Man w~~, they ougln J¥tt ,'9. 
f-ift ,hM take. and becaufe they pay every Man what ~ lUs 
,h'."fifk,I, due; moreover .. ~towha~rtgard~the,aod}",thf;~d 

Man is mOre eXpos'd. to ill Ufage~ becaufe he fe4J, 
n~t ~ter Rule and Dominion, and makes Rf>t fer
vilely his COUlt to thofc that govern. I jnlODl~ch 
that if there is not in us. an l=,fI'ence, whole fole D~. 
light ~nd Advantage is derj,v'd (rom Virtu~~ :tis in 
vain for us to defpife Rk~es ,1tmi Honours. , Thu.l 

, y~a fee ·..,hy th~y, who being of o.pinion that the 
~oul is !portal, toacll that we ~~ght~t. to ~.Ja,rJ'!O. 

~OJl 

. ~ : " 

, I (q) Th(l'e are the unhappy Doubts. that Men ave {lart~ 
aU Al{es; and ;;eing naturally inc!in'd to Injulliec. they c:ndca .. 
vour'd to llrl:r.gthen that Iqclina,tiol1 by Reafon; and forgetting 
what they are,' they laboUr'J to ,convince themfelves and 0-

thers, that the Praeuce C)f YimJ~5 was iII!po.1Iible to Man, Qf 
at lea1l ufelefs. 'Tis in our {elves therefore that we ousht to 
feek for Anfwer. to thofe- nIle Argument., by kuowing our 
fclve$o that u to fay. "y knowing our Liberty, by c1iftiDguif:l~ 

. illg hetwecn our Mortal and Imn:ortal Part, Our Soul is Im
inort:11 and Free; ·'tis free, therefore the praeuee of Virtu" 
~ no~ imJlOfulffille~ it's l~mq~!. tltef~~r~. ~p~e of V!: 
t\iCf 15 ulCfi to It. .. ... ,." ." .. .... . . ~ 

Digitized by Google 



the Golden' Perfil of' Pythagoras. '. 2. J S .. 
Clo~ Virtue, '(r) ~re rath~r idleT~kers than t~e ~:' ~h ~ 
'PhalofC!phers; for lf there fubfiiled' n~t fo~ethmg '''~;;O''::!. 
, of us after: our neath, and if that, fomethmg ~ IiI) oJ th, 

I .ware not of a Nature capable 1:0 be tdorn'dwlth SInd !t7s ' 
* Viltue and with Truth, fueh as we b~Iieve the reA- in "t ~.,. 
*fonable Soul to be, our Defires woWd never be 6xt ::'v;;::;~ 
-on good and hanen A8:iens, be~a\1re the bare Sa- ' 
fpicion of the Souls being Mond ftifleS and deadens 
(in as .1I'our Zeal for Virtue, (s)and excites us to 
. the ;E.njoymtnt of C-orporeal PI~afures, whatever 
they be, and whencefoever they come. (i) And 
indeed, how 'can thefe'Men pretend that a prudent-

- " Man. who Imkes ufe of his Reafon; ';ought not it. 
,every thing to indlll~e hi, Booy, fbr"which alone. ' 
according to them. : the Soul it felffub6ft.s. fince it', 
exifts not by it (elf,: but is an 'Aceidtnt of this ltr ' ' 
thllt Cohformation ef Body ~ ,How :can it be thar ' 
we'1hould abandon the BOdy for: the fake of Vi....... ' 
tut, 'when we veril, btlicve thatw~Jhan IOfe the .\,. ' 
Soul with the ROOy., infemuc:h that 'tlii$ Vittue, for 
·which tie lhaD hive fulfer'd'Dcittb~ is'Do where tQ 

nA. '.,' be 
""<......T ~. 

" . i', 1 .: , f • 

, .' . , 

"(1') Wh~t B;"',fk, bere~ysis true, ai.! a proof of its Trud& 
. is that it perfettIy agrees With the Doatine of St. PIIIII, Jew. 
\ C'bap"r .. Ver. 19.)0 IDd 31 • .Alioqum qHill fMitnt qui b"p'i[
lInI"r pro morluil. i' 'mni", mort,.i non rtJI4I'Z""'1 &c. 

~).Forthelwhohave ~his Sufpici~ uy.to tqcmfelves.M.". 
1l4&tmlll e. 6l~lImll"'rIfJ enim morilmur. Let III till IfnJ'rinlt. 
for ,. "..,.,.", ., JiI; St. P"IIl arms us againfl: there tedudng 
Arguments. by givin,~ u u~s this Caution. NouU ftJ~i. 'orr"m
". ., ,.,,11 Ctlll6lpli.",.u,. 11, "It UtlftJ'tl, ~l COIII-

... "i,III;1IIII """fI K'" 14"""'''10 . . 
( ,) . He is DOW goimg to prove the Truth of what '1!.e ~s 

adftl'lC'd. th4t they who" a1fert that the Soul is Mon.l. and 
teach neverthelefs that we ought to praCl:ife Virtue. are mee, 
llahblttr$: Forte what purpofcd. it topratlffif a' thing that is 
)lftju~icia1 to the Soul during tllil. Life. fctem! it deprives it or 
.. pleafures. and that can be' of DO tenia! to it after its Death. 
feeing the Soul it felf is then DO more. Thus you kF * Q- ' 
c:eiir, ConfCfi,UCACC .r this taW: Priacillic. ' 

/ 
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2;;-6' 71Je Comvzt'fltaries of Hierocles, _ 
be found, and has no ExiLlenc~~ (.) B.utthismar
ter' has ~een lreated at large by fome 'Divine Per

". f()lls, who have invincibly PfOV~ that the Soul i~ 
, ' ,Immortal, and· tbat Virtue alone is all its OrDameDt~ . 
. .. flaving theref.OJle con6fm'4the Truth of this Opi~ 

nioQ- by fuch ~ut\tentick-refi:iDlonies, lot us pro-
'. ceed to what follows. and, add~ ~o wh~t we have· ... -
~eady afferted, that' as the IgDQrance of what we are~ 
,ne~efTarily throws us into all ',manner of V;ces; to 
the ~nowledge of OUf felves, .an~ the Contempt of 
'~ll;~h~t is unworthy of a reafonable Nato.re, prOOuce. 
m us and throughout us, the fure· and reafonable 

, .pbfervanceof,01,lf Duties; ,and therein con6Qs the 
'ihtC~nJi- ~act M,eafure of all Vircu'Cs in particular: For fo 
ilII'lIt,O?' /lflo~g as we rMtBrd .and confider eq.r Nature as mil" 
.. "Blmgs " , " " • 
/r:,tlllelS ·9n1y Rule, we 1llalHind what ~s Qut Dut)( 10 every 
tM Jiem" .. thing, and ac;complifh it ac~ording .to right ReafOn, !1::"t '/ an~ cO,nfon;naply to our EfI"ence. Whatever ~eDds to 
'. IN" DN- the PerfectIon of the Seul. (211) and tltit leadSlt.~(uhe ' 
~~;"y;,.. ;Felifity fui~~bJe to its Nature" is truly. Virtue,:. and i., IrN; is., th~ Law of Phil~fQphy; and aU thlngs that tend on
• I., ' ~y to a certain Human Decency. are only Shadows 

of Virtue t~t haunt after popular Applaufe, and 
Artifices of ·a·dilTembJing,SI .. ve. who·fm all hiS 
Wits to work that he m~y aI>pear virt,upus. rather 
~hari be fo' in4ee~ ~ut we'h~ve (aid eneugl\ o~ 
~liis Articl~.,· ' . ~ .. ' '. '.' . from 

',' \. 

, (u) He fpeaks of S,erAW anll PlAt.. This Opinion thatthe 
, Soul is only a Harmony and an Accident ofthiso~ that Con

formation Of Body,and. by confe<Juen~ that it dies with the. 
Body. is admirably well confuted in PJ.t/l'~ Treatife of the Im
mortality Qf the Soul. where 'tis foliefly prov'd that the Soul 
is Immortal. and that Virtue is the fole Cawe of its Happ~ 
neJS.' ' .•. 
, (.,) I have added this whole Line. it being abfo1utely ne.:. 
~ffary. and beeaute I found it in the Margin of the Copy that 
had been oCompar'd with the Manufcripts. and aftcrwams in 
fh~ ~~ufC[i~t ~f,!IIr~'. '!1-ire}s:; ~tJ,.( "'tin~~ c..vC.'~ 
~, ~LlTJ/V CU'(I/.,.t ~TO.of1.f'~~ . . ; . " ' 
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From the ufe we make 'of our right ReafOn, it 

necelfarily follows, that we behave not our felves 
~afhJy and foolifhly in a~y of the Accidents of this 
Life, that (eem to us to' happen without Order; 
(x) but that we juLlUie them generoufly, in difco. 
ycrioft exacUy the Caufes ofthe~, and fupportthem 
with Confianey, never complaining of the Beings 
who have the Care of us~ and who difiributing to 
each Man according to his Merit what is due to liim, :'1;:: 
(J)' have not' befiow'-d the fame Rank and th~ f.~, ~ 
.', DignIty gll'U' of the 

. , 1"''1.l1li /;" , 

" , . , :' , ,ftb, c~ 
, ., , Jit;/RU .[ 

, (~) I take this Thought to beperfelHy fine: When we look i4",. 
iflto. the Caufes of ~ tne Accidents that· happen to us ,1ft this 
Life, :we ,own thadl. to be jut. fincfUIg they arriye not to us 
." ,Chance. nor' are the E6Clb of the Olpricioufnefs or Inj~ 
~::: the fupcrio~ &iDS" , but the' Fruits of our Sins an,d Of. 

. (j J The printed Text:hl& itthu$; : lI'i '¥: "'" 11M"" IUU 
~h, ,jiI",. Pr'fJ"{s in Vin"" ~ /A-~ o/A-ml, ""'e.,c""IL~'T4r. 
This .scnfe indeed feems a8 firft rJ3ht to be fine. ncvertkeleu 
'tis .certain, that .. t,bc Pa1Ja2cis corrupted,-and-~M'i ~" 
perceiv'!l it to be fo; die Seme, and what fOllows, 'Ttl c.", 
'iV~' !O'T,k lt~,' ~ .. !lis. I[ iIn Jirp Lifo; , kdbim to the true, 
JlCadmg. 'MT ~ './A-~Ullf ""'eJCt'HlIL~'Titl, 'thtfo thllt W,," 
1;'1'1/ ~ •• thiir jrft Lift. . And thus I f9'Und it in the Copy' 
cOniplr'd WIth the .~ufcn~u, and in tfte ~nufa:iPt ofFI#
*"1 .. " ~'Jlh.tgw'I!~~O ~9'e. a Reafoil for the ~nous States 
and COnditions bf ~n:m' this Life. and oran the lIla they fuf-
f$' in' it. had ftCoul'fe ~ the lirft Life, which they believ'd th. 
Soulshad led ill ,their:: Spheres. before they defcended upon 
the Earth to animate Bodies, and to the Choice they had made f 
and this was avery' natural ConfCCJuence of their Do4lrine: 
Nay; we muft:oW'n ,that by this Opmion they fhorten'd many' , 
~putes and D~ffitult~. 'T~ld have heen ridiculous toha9'C 
a'ltoog'd for a Rea{on the 'Progrefs that the 'Souls make in Vir
tue during this Life. ,for the lilci:Juaiityef the Gonditio~ of 

. Men, and oftell the very Ills themfelves precede that Profici. 
CDC)'. ThU'1M1JMiell/, tOC%C\tfe the Gods from the Reproach ' 
of lnjuflice in Dilbibution of Good and Evil, fays. that the 
Gods being infinitely abOve us. knew the whole Life of the 
~, and all. it had do~ in its 6rft Lite; and \~at if they in
~ ~y Puq,Uhment Oil It. the)'do not thcmn fwerve froin 
. : ~" " ]uRn. 
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Digbity on thofe who gave notProo(s of tile fame 
Virtue during their urft Life: For feeing there is 
• Providence. and that the .Soul of Man is incorrup
tible by Nature, aDd inclining either to Virtlleor 
to Vice voluntarilyaadofits own free Choice, bow' 
An they who are the very Guardiaas and Keepers 
of the Law, that requires every Man: to be treated 
according to his Deferts. treat alike thofe that are 

. jn no wife alike~ (%0) And how can thry do other .. 
'Wife than. di·fuibl,lte.to each Maa the Fortune: which 

· .. is liid. each Man at his coming into the World 
· . chufes for himfelf according to the Lot that hal 

faUen to hi~ Share ~ If therefore it be not a Fable, 
that there is a Providence that diLlributes to eai:h 

. Naawhat is his duti and that oUf r Soul, ImlllOrlalt 
'is ~vident that .jnfte,d of Iccufing (A) him that 
go'~mS' us of our. Misfortunes, . we ought only t~ 
blame our felves; and that is the way to acql.1i]c a 
Po ... and Scrng!h fllfficieu to heal and amend all 

our .. 
I •. . •. 

~ but have·.,ge'" tQ the.Sin.t. that_Souls ofthofe they 
"'Q~,had COPS .. itt~d in their firilImeBookIV.Cbap. IV. At 

. t.;Mi l)ly we ~ave &Q t1():d to have Rccourfc tf;I RcafOllS that are. 
~ "~iJe thaQ folld: We, 1 fay. who kaow t1tat the 1"0-
quality of the Conditiens aAd Ranks of Mco is .• Good. DOt .. 
Evil; that the I-la.ppinc{il:or Uohappiad"a of Mea is not D1CIrr 
.. '4 by traalitor)!.3Jl9 pJrr.ilhable thiag..and tlaat all Mea be-
iag ~figi.nally Sia~r8, ~l-.~he Eyils it pI.c eafes God to rcod them.' 
~1l0: be otherwlrc than JuIl:.· .. 

(It) lor the ri~~ underfran:iing of this Pa~. we ac,ed ~ 
~J relate tlu: OpUll(,Jll 9.f the ,,'.gIII,., .. Ii It.e~·cl ua: 
the tenth .Rook of Pltltl/s RCpublkk, . Wftre 'tis laid, that @I 
Prophet after haviag taken. out Of the Bo.f9ID of the firft Defli.. . 
.II! all the Lots. mcwnted 00 !l Throne, jloli addreffiag himfclf 
to all tqe Souls> ilid tQ' tllem tllefe W~.;. Chl{l P"" f.w. 
~ 01I!IJ Dmuu, (yQUf qwn Angel) ·L" 1M SotIl i/l1II1Ms ,II. 
foP LIt eb.fo it ['If thl INnJ of Lift it will II/lJ ", tlu lMN of 
~'.IIiI1, .• in lU, ."n" t~ 1Ibm,!teo The Fault is in t.bo 
Spul that chufcs, and God iI io DO wife 1.0 be blam'd. 

(.) I~ the Ma.nufaipt ofElorine" inftead of J'IJJ"¥/f.1@-~ 'a" 
· ~ J'l1lK,wv1®-; ~ tbat.a the true readine.· 

• • 
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the Gold,n Yerfes.of PythagOras.. . 2. 3 " 
oui-Misf~rtunes, . as the faUB-wing Verfes will teach . 
'QS. For when we once 'come to find the Caufe~ of 
this fq great Inequality to be in our felves, we lQalI 
in the IirIl: ~lace, by ~he Soundnefs of our. J udg .. 
ments, alleVIate the Bltternefs of all the :AccIdents 
that happen to us in this Life; and in .the next 
place,' (b) by holy Methods IRd by good Reflecl:i. 
ons' {lemming 'the Tide. ~f ABlitiions, ·we ~aU 
raife up our Souls to what is moO: excelJent~' and in. 
rirely d~liver 01U' [elves from die mofi: grievous Ill. 
we fuffer. Por to {uffer without knowing the, Caufe l''''~''Jt., . 
of our Sufferingt, and without conjeCl:u.rint at leall "f'II"lr lI"'h 

h · . h ht" tl """t. ~ ~t mar probably ave broug us I.nto t at Con- C_"/"/,,, 
dJt1on, IS the Part of. a Man who IS accuO:om'd Ills. . 
to behave himfelf in all things without Rcafonanci 
without RefleCl:ion •• which this Precept exprdly 
f~id.s; fot· 'tis illlpoffible. that he whQ i~r«s .nat ~ .. 
jn~o the true ~~fe of his flIs, 1hould Qot ~cu[e~:1:;h."" 
~ne G?ds of beIng the Authors of the ... ~ ,hr.: ~iTert. C_"/I .f 
109, euher that tliere are. none, or that they take not ,hlir 111t~ 
the Care of Us. that the¥. Qught: And there il:llPiPQSfiUl !"'" 
Opinions O'ot ~nll incrtaf~. the .Ills th~t come, to lU Imp,,'1. 
~ from the BrO: Li!e~ ,but Hkewlfe excIte the S,991 to * TheLif 
commie aU 'manner of:C;rimes, (c) and deprive it oftha~ the 
its .freed.bm of WiD, (tf) by keeping it in aPOl:get-:aero:e~;, . 

, ... " . lulnefs came to a-
.. '. . " 

. IIUnate 80. 
,.., ....... ' ... , .... , ..... ,""',,...;, ...... ---... ,-~ .+l .... , .... '---.'''1'''1 -4,..., . ..." :~i..... die.. ,' . 

. - (~) I hawew fo1lcWd tlIetopy_t bad· been coDKai witla 
th~ JIt1;utJlfcr.ipts, . ip. t~ ~. Q~ wJaicla CqpJ' l ~d Ttf;, 
;ft:t4, p..iHJlQJf/J l£1 T ~t:9~t'¥9n-~tI'U'ljI; an~ aftcd kDe\1l 
that the pi", .. "" Minufcript con6t/Il'd this r.eading •• :: . 
. (t:) For'e'f'eryMan who'permades hirnfelfthathidlJs p~ 
_. fWm a 'Foreign Caufe. upon which he has DO Power. ~ 
gets his Freedom of Will, and no longer makes any ufe of it. 

(.JJ 'fJHe.~ ef.thisPa88ge •. The ~'I'ee"'" 
"T_ 'll'P.9f.'I~t¥4' .• ,,~~~ql!9'~1' Td.t. 4I.7J"",8!:c,' of whida 'tis 

I 4ifJicult to make gOC)d Setlfc. The Manufcript of 711,11'1&' hat 
-correlled it verywell,T;.;' l&T~o",..9-iJlcu AU..9-rJ.V'tlf/'tt., tUTW,8tC. 
~ .-kinl bim '~f'r bil S""'~1. ", CII"!'" th~ II'" ~;4fr"" 
~I .' , 
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~ .. 

fuInefs of the Caufes of what it fuffers here beloW'; 
but to know how we . ought to Philofophize and 
Rearon on thefe things, let us hear ~e following 
Verfes. .. ,. . 

. : 

rVERSES XVII, XVIII, XIX and XX. 
r ' ••• 

Cdncmzing "u the C"/",,,itiel th'll Mm I-I-
fir ".7 Vivine Forttlne, .-

Support with P4timce thy Lot," IJe it whllt 
it wilJ, Ilntl never r~ine Ilt it, 

Bul mJ'IlVOU" what thou C411ft to. reme" 
it.. ,.' , 

'4nJ c6fljitler thllt Fate tiotS not Jmd the 
grlllttfl Portion of thtft Misfortunll tp 
,good Mm~ '. 

B. Efore we enter any farther on the :Explication 
of th.efe Verfes, 'tis requilite to take Notice, 

that what the Poet here calls Calamities. are all the 
Pains an~ AfIlid:ions t~at render this Lif~ maR: dif~ 
~cult, laborious and unealie, 'as Difeafes,' Poverty, 
the ~ofs of the Friends and Acquaintances that are 

. maR:- dear to uS'; to 'be contemn'd in our Coun-
try and the like: For all fucb things arc troubJe~ 

. fome ~nd hard' to bear; they are not however real 
JUs, 'and they hUrt not the Soul~ (II) unlefS it fuf
fer i~ felf to b~ precipitat~ by tltem into Vice, 

. . which 

4 

(4) I have here follow'd the.Readtng that the Margin oftJa~ 
Copy that had beea compar'd with the Manufcripts prefented 
me, whrl'e I found ,-3-,,," for b..OIl, which Jaft was Nonfenfe. 
and me Word tt",I1.-3-... adds after JIo":Kv7A11" which Was . v!f~li, 
~tiug. and th~s too the MaDufcrlpt of ~lw'~" reads It 
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,the Go/tle.n Perfil 0/ Pythagoras. 2.41~. 
which would no Iefs happen from the 'Enjoyment 
Of good things~ if we refurc to make a good tIfe of 
them, as of Health, of Riches, of Dignities; for TIn z"tIs ,I 
we may bedeprav'd by thefe~ as we may. be fan- this Life 
aify'd by their Contraries. Now the real Ills are :,;,eor
the ~ins we co~i~.volu~tarily an~ of o~r ow~ free thllii::::/ 
ChOIce, and whICh are mcompatlble wIth V lrtiJ.e~_fonaiji, III. 
as InjuUic:e, IDtemperance, ana'all tbe other things s:it,he 
that can in no wife be united, match'd or recon- r, l s. 
cird with what is good, weU, fine, or decent; 
(b) for 'tis not poffible on account of any of thefe Alltkingl 
Vices to cry out, This i, 'Wen, or the like; for Ex- ,/_h,eh.",. 
ample, no Man will ever fay, 'Tis "Well ot' good to ~hl~~t!:fI; 
IN fo HlljHj; .'tis well aOlle to be fo IlItemp"Atl: as ;IIISi,,"; 
we daily fay of exterior Evils; 'Tis well aOlll to ~ee.lllle"fI 
b,Ar Sick..,lIefl ill foch A mAIIII": 'Tis well aOlle to ~'''' ,. 
IIl1dergo Povert] tik.! [NCh A ;11'; when any Man fup- w, •. 
ports thefe Accidents with Confiancy, .and accor .. 
aing to the DiClates of right Reafon. But thefe 
Exclamations can never be congruoufly apply"d to 
the Vices of the Soul, (,,>. becaufe they are Devia-
tions from right Reafon, and ContradiClions to it j' 
which, tho' it be naturally imprinted in the Souls 
.of all M~n, is neverthelefs imperceptible to~ Man' 
blinded by his Paffion. . 

Now a certain Proof that right Rearon is natu- EJC~,11dd '. 
rally in Man, is, that even an unjufl: Man, when .hiSP!,H/ thAI 

lncereft is not. concern"d, .judges with )uftice, and ~ish~ R~~ 
I M 'hT' d' JDnlsn ... ,... -ao ntemperat~ an, Wit emperance; ~n In a ,,,oy t1/In 

Word, that the WIcked have good Motlops and inrh,mojl 
Indination.s in all the Affairs that c:;onc:ern them thprllTJ'rJ DI 

, . 11 t M",. ' 
. 0 '. 

(b) Thls i9 an excellent Rule to dillingaifh virtue from Vice, 
and the real Ills from thofe that are only cali'd fo. 'Tjs impof-
ible to be deceiy'd in it, . . . . . 
, (ef This Idea i~ tl'ue and fhie. Himel" here fuppofes right 

keaiOn u a But for Men to fhOGt at: But the Blind. who feet' . 
it,ROt. is ,always w~e of tbe Mark.. 
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2.42.· '1£t CO'IIl"!entariu of Hierodes, on 
not, and wherein their Paaians do·not oveN'tile them; • 

Whi,h ,b., And this is ~he Rearon that all .icious Men may a
eHdJMtu mend their Lives, and become virtuous, if they 
IutJt~ ,condemn and forfake their former Vices; and yet :.;! ' Otis not of neceflity thlt there fhoul.d ~e a prete?d-
. ed extravagant Rearon to be the PrIncIple of VJC~t 

as right Reafon is the Principle of Virtue; for right 
Realon is fufficient for all, as the Laws of a Colin· 
try fuffice to determine what is done according to 
diem or againll: them, 'and to approVe the.one and 
condemn the other; and there is no I11llll1er of need 
to fet up a Principle of Ill, whether we make it to 
ptoceed from within or from without us ~ We need 
oDly the Principle.of Good, which by its J;,ffel'lce 
is feparated from rational Stibfiances; :lnd this Pri~· 
ciple· is God; but it is likewife within thofe Sub· 
ftances, and governs them by its Power, and this is 
right R.earon. Let us now obferve the l>iff'erencc 
the Poet.makes between Evils. (d) Speaking of v~ 
luntary Evils, he does not fay that they are difiri
buted by th, Di1lin, Fortli",; ·but he fays it of the 
Ills that are Exterior and Conditional, which in 

. . .this Life depend not on us, and that are the Eff'eas ' 
~ Th".' III. of the Sins that we .. formerly committed: Thefe Z !.;j"h, IUs are indeed painful and calamitous, as we have 
. . ' faid already; (,) but they may receive a Lullre ana 
,YIr:;" Ornament from the ttands of Virtue. For a regu-

~':: ;::-Iar and temperate Life gives Luflrc to Poverty; Pru. 
LlljIn t. dence N obilitates a mean E xtraltion; the Lors of 

. th~ I1~ Df Children is alleviated by a due SubmHlion, that· 
"',,"Lifo· makes the F.ather fay, Ml S,n u deAd; "",d thlU , 

I IMvI/,t.rn'd b",1{. whAt w.s Itnt m,: Or, l/t.nt'JlJ 
h' 

, • " r' 

( II) For voluntary Ills are Sins, and come from us, and id 
no wife fro1l1 God. . 

(,) For of all the Ills Of this Life; ·there is DOt: one butwhaf 
'Virtue may convert iDte GoOd. 

-
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tbe GolJm Perfos of Pythagoras~ 14J 
" 'MIAS co", • .,/d' u. Mort.litJ. -In like manner all Ills illlgfr'; 
the other Ills, when illuRrated by the Prefence of'''' ~V"".. 

, Virtue, become refplendeot, and even worthy of:~;'" 
Envy. Let us now inquire what if meant in thefe EmIJ. 
Vetfes byTh, Divilll F,rtlllll, by which Men fall 
into 'outwardE viIs: For if God gives before-hand 
and of himfelf, to one Riches. tQ another Poverty; , 
this 1bouJd Be callod Divinl Will, not FDrt""' 1 Whlll is 
(I) And if nothing gov«ns or pre6des over 'there ~~ Iy 
Difpenlitions, but if it be true, that thefo' Ills are Fo::un:e ill 
fortuitous, and arrive by Chance, 'and thus one th'fe v".~ 
Man "omes to be happy. as we-call it, and anothtr fes. 
unhappy, this ought to be caH'd FDrtllll' only, and ' . 

p jlot Divi1l1 F,rt"",. 
But if God who takes care of us dilbibutes to 

each Man according to his Merits, and if he be not 
. the Caufe of our being wicked, but only the Ma .. 

fier to render to- each according to his Works, by 
following the facred Laws of J unice, 'tis with Rea-
fon that the Poet gives the Name of Divilll FDrt""1 Di • 
to the Manifefiation of, his Judgments.. (g) In .. Fo::e " 
'.,. .. afmuch on; tin 

M""ifrJti,,, of ,,,, 

, (f) Th~ Text in this Pla('e was very much corrupt~d by Judg-"," 
the changlllg of oDefingle Letter; For what can be here,f Gill. . 
meant by .,; :1 f-l1lJ'tv Crm~rtj.;;, T i~I¥T~V h~~e"'/I, fin ,,;,.. 
tim "ihil h.ju!n,di nomini~.1 imp,rM, as the lAt. Interpre-
ter has render'd it, that is to fay, if I'IDthing gfJ'fJ'rns lIMp. 
Nllm,s. NIIm's are not the matter in ~ellion: IDftc:ad of 
A'~S"'" NllmlS, I correa:ed it hI~;tAJl', Lots. 8""r'l. Heli-
~hillS. hM:illo)~ """e..9VOf-lI,", f-lWlff-l'ii: Hi,r,el,s often makes 
ufe of it: But long after I had made this Remark. I found my 
Opinion confirm'd by . the Manufcript of 'EW,n", but with 
this difference, that he has put' it in the Dative, .; ~'(A.IIJ"V 
Crm.e!.7; TtLj, T TOIIITIil/I h;'~!tUf' ~ut if ",thinllfJ'fJ"'ru ;hoP 
UIS. or ,h, DifPenfoti", ,f IIll thofi Thing',. 

(g) This Text was fo corrupted that 'twas impoffible rot 
ene to draw from it a good or intelliJible Seruo: The Manu
fcript of FIor,n" put me out of my pain. by prefenting m~ 
with this Pa1Iage as Himcus had written it,1'a (;.' e.;;o, ~ 
'. 5S'I'7I w"OI'. Ite. 9'H;$ O;"-Hlil "'eJlUft64 "'"0'11:9 u ,... 
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1.4 Thl!: C1Jm~ienl!:£j,jCJ -of Hiei'c'CleS;tt on 
afinuch as he that judges is a .Divine ·Being, and 

of UDddlanding, gygfpi£"d 
God that difpences thefe Judgments; has PUt the 
El!:ithet Di1Ji3f$§ili and inalUuch thu(e Whnni 

- G-od judges, have depriv'd themfeJves voluntarily. 
and thru!Jgh their nwn anh theu,by 
have juffiy deferv'd his .Punifltments, he adds to 
frnu RpiUet ST.1:bftantive (1)) beu§ili"fe 
it never happtns to God to Puniflt or Reward Men 
bdiu(e-h,,1d, dut treut them acw£-dinii to mhat_ 
they are, after they are become fuch or. fueh, and 
a£§ili ihen-detvut the Dauft#£ thetnnf. Mint~£re 
ther,efore,_ and this Allol of our 'Vtl~ ~n4 of hi~ 
J nngmnnn, whit prOnnces . K3#hlCu he uull~ 
FDrtllne, (i) fo that the whole toget-der, Di1Jine For
tll?$£~ is mdy .. _ ~nife~u,io~ zuf thu J udg:nent'2 of 
Con agamft nmners. find Uaus mgemous and 
aruificial COZ"fiuxiou of thefe tK3#Q Words (It) joins 

§ilind 
h 

'!-e!!-,bt4;ov, &c • . On ~IH qn, h~nJ~_ iTu/m,"h liS 'tis a.,d. t~.; 
JK3#$S-S:s, &:(. .4aa,n ta'" tJthK3#,. '''II{fanch h, IS ,.'nt
,J. Sec. This is very plain; And take all thai Hiwi£d" 
here fays to explain this Divin. FfJrttm" to be very great and 
nnbI",. 

(h) For thefe Words', Ptmi/bm,1it and R;"'II,.J, tuppofe ne-:. 
:~:~~h~t:r~~::~li£ ';!CliZ. :;.~~, H~~~~c~.ih::i~;::t;: 
and _preven~s us by ~is Graces, . feeing .. he .. llcknowledges, • that 
all tue g<Ki£' we IS uanc aaty by makmy we ttl i"he .. of 
God : Befides, he fays in the Yollowing Page. thi£t God giaes 
tis l!:ood Things before. hand, and without any previous Merit 
on liar p3fir~. 

(i) There is fomethinJ of Divine iit. it. ~ecaufe there Judg-: 

:~z:~~!;~~~~:! Yliwn~~~"" ~u~~~t;d~~~~~ ~a~~:n=~f~ 
was in our Power to avoid them. "Tis Fortune that makeS 
th", Judgmznt £-zJI upo» us, was uot gi1tzn ab",i;zll: U1. 

(Ir) This is in the Text; Th, Lib"" IInil. ImmfJ1'1lilit1 »( thl 
SfJlIl thllt ,l,lis. But who does not perceive, that there is no
tlaiIth to herli mith tbe ImK3#ortaHtb of the 5zml, but linly 
With its Liberty? There: mull: therefure be a millake inth~ 

WCiJrd 



, , 

the Go/den Peifer rf Pftliagoras: t .... f ' 
a... . ~Ilks together the Care of God w,ho preGdftJ 
anri the Liberty and free Mbtion of the ~oul thit 
elects, (I) and Jets us fee that thefe IUs arrive, nei-
ther abfolutely ~y t~e Decrees of Deftioy, and by' 
the Orders of Providence~ nor fortuitoufiy and by 
Chance; (m) and that 'tis not our Will alone that. 
cli.fpofes of and dete.rmi.nes ail the ~~ions of our 
LIfe; but that .all the S~ns we cOD?mlt 10 what de-
pends on us~ :lre.imputed to ou.r Will; and all the 
Puniflunenu that follow ~hefe Sins according to the 
Laws of Juftice, are afcrib'd to DefHny: (,,5 And GIll ~ 
that the ,-~. Things t~at, God ,heftows before- t·~",tw 
hand, ancfwithout our previous .Merit,are attri~ ~hi1It:~ 
buted to Providence: For nothi~g of all that exifts";' Ji
is referr'd to Chan~e. This Wprd Chtllne, can ne-Imlll .,.; 
ver agree nor fuit with the firtl: Caufes in aDy of 
~he Things that happen, unlefs they happen forrui~ 
~ufiy ana by the Meeting and Un~on of Provi. 
~Idence or Fate, and of the Will that preceded the 
~cl:ion: For Example, a Jud~e would puniflt a 
Murderer; but would not P1,1D1flt fuch a ~an by 

, R· NamtJ 

.> 

\\rord ti.9J.,rt7ov, ~d i'mab: no queftfon but lIi",el" writ 
1.W76/.lrt'/ov, th, ",.". Motion • . Neverthelefi the Wne Fault i. 
in the Manufcript of Fiwac.., . ' 
, (I) They do DOt happen altogether by the Orders of ,Provi

. ~ence. for our Will has a fhare therein; neither do they' haP-; 
pen tOrtuitouGy, becaufe they arrive in Confcquence .of the 
Orders of Go... . _. , ' 

(m) For if our Will were the ~ of the~ we ~lcl 
commit the Eril and not be pulillh'd tOr it. We difpofe Ui
deed of the Ill, but DOt of tAe PuDifhments it draws upon us: 
The III comes from us, and the Punilhment .from GOd~ Thii 
~s the Mixture and Compofttion that conftitutes Drum. Fw
'11111, and that l'CCODciles the ACcidents Of Fortune wid the 
Orders and Decrees of God. 

(n) H;,,,,ek~ here acknow1edge. that Gad pl'CYents Men by 
IUs Grace, and he afcribes thefe antecedent Graces to the '\\TiD 
flf God, to ProVidence. This is obferyablc in a Heathen; but 
'twas Dot from the Pagan PhilofOphy that he tookthia~, ' 
dple.' " 
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2.46'rhe Commmtar;u of Hierocles, 0fI 

Name; neverthelefs he punHhes the Man whom he 
would' not punilh, becaufe he has voluntarily put 
himfelf in the Rank of Murderers: Now the Sen
t~nce prenounc'd by the Judge againft the Mur· 
derer is antecedent and previous in the Will of the 
Judge~ and the Sentence PfQnounc'd againft this 
M an is accidental, becaufe he voluntarily enter'd 
himfelf in the Lift of Murderers. And on the 
c~nuary~ this wicked Man had the Will to commit 
this Murder,. but not to be punilh'd for it. This 
murderous Indination is antecedent in him as de· 
p.ending on his Will, Rod :tis by Accident that he 
undergoes ,the Tortures and Punilhments that this 
Murder deferves: And ihe Reafon of aU thefe 

, Things is the Law that gave the Judge the Will 
to puoilh the Wicked, and that mal(es this Sentence 
of Death be inflicted on him who did the Murder. 
(0) Think the fame Thing of the Divine :E.lfence. 
The Will of a Man is to commit a Sin, and the 

* Of ~iJ. Will • 'Of the Judges, the Maintaioers of the l.aw, 
- is by, all means to punilh and refirain him': Th~ 

Meeting or Concourfe of thefe two Wills produces 
. the Dif/m, Fortll"'. by which whoever is guilty of 
{uch or fuch Crimes, is worthy-of fuch or fuch 
PunilhmeDts. The choice of tile Crime 9ught to 
be imputed only to the Will of him who is ;udg'd, 
and tlie Puniihment that follows the Quality of the 
Crime~ (I) is only the Effelt of the Knowl~dge 
of the Judges, wlio are watchful for the Mainte
nal1(e of the lAw and of Juftice : And that which 

, . , conciliates 

(0). In the Copy c:ompar'c;J with the Manuiaipts. idead of 
tlae Word KfTl4f. EJI,nel. I fbund ita the Margin. 07n~c&fTr~. 
niM ''''film, #hitt" Ihe DWinI Gtl'lJW1Im,"', that is to fa,., 
• Providence: But ,t£c Maoufcript of Flwme, retains KrJ~. 

(p) There was hen: a great Fault in the Text, 'El, :f :; 
1I.t#O~ "fI.O~"II.1U,Wi c""nlfDI": infImdof::; UJlo~",,,. 
.f ,hoft .. IIr, j .. 'tI. it ibould be read as in the Manufcript 
of'''''''f'' T x.ec,o,,;Jf. ,fth'.fo IbM J""" ,ftht 1111111~ , 

, , 
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the Gulden Perfil (if,Pytbagoras. .2..47 
conc--iliates and manages the Concourfe Of both thef~, 
is the Law that wills all Things to be as good as " 
poffible, and that there fitould be no rnch Thing" , 
as Evil. NQw this Law, pre-exiA:ing in the infi .. n,1»vi", 
nite Goodnefs of God, ruffers not the Wicked to 1.,,» pr;
go unpunifh'd, left Illfhould be fo inveteratel as ~xifl~i1l1he 
to throw Men into an intire Infenfibility for Goodl '!:~ , 
and a total Forgetfulnefs of it: The Memory w here- of Goli. 
ofis refrefh'd, and, kept alive in us by:~lie JnRice Thl1Nj1ite 
only bf thofe- who are watchful fo~ the Su~p?r.tof t::~:';;. 
the Laws. The Law th~refore UOltes and Jomsta-: III Ih, Rr
gether, as weJl thofe that are' to judg~: as' thofe m'~""'. 
that are to be ju~'d, that it may draw' from each of YIr''''. 
of them the (5ood that is proper to him! (q) For 
jf it be more advantageous and profitable to be pu"; 
nifh'd, than not, (t) ~nd ifthewhol~Scope of]u~ 
ihce be only to reRram the InundatIOn of Vices, 
"tis evident, that to aOin and be a.ffifted is the Defign 
of the Law in joining thefe two Sorts of Men ~e-
ther, by giving the Pre-eminence to him that judges, 
as to the Supporter of the Law, and bygelivering 
over, to him as a Tranfg~e{for ~f theLaw,i, him that 
commits Offenc'es, an(l who ought ,to' be judg'd 
th~t he may be treated acc~rding to h~s Demerits, ,'. 
to the End, that by Penalties an(l Pundhments -he 
may be brought-to refped: the Law, and 'to recal 
to his Remembrance what it injoins. (s) For, 

R ~ him 

(q) SO,,-IIII1 in PLIt. giv~s an admirable DemOhftration of 
this Truth.' -

(,.) The-Text runs thus, ti JI;~" ~"t!-.,,-7~ : which may be 
underftood;n this manner, 111111 if,lIjlier p-fb's 0111, to ,.: 
~"'im, &c. But I hue chofen to follow the Manufcrlpt thaI! 
reads Ii JI;/C," ~"t?r~, if J"jlie, o,,~ "glmis, only "ims III. 
_ (s) Thi. is a great Truth, that plainly Ihews us the Inju
ftice arid Corruption of lYlen. They wilh there were no God 
when they do In, that they may not be punilh'd, and that 
there were, when theyfuffer lU, that they may be freed from 
it ~d tcYen(d. _ ' - _ _ 

.. 
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1-+·8- The Commentaries of Hier~GlesJ' '!": 
.A gr'III hil11 whom Men curfe and de~y in the III they do", 
fo::::~~' tbey confers ~nd invoke.in the' 1.11 t~ey fu.ffer. FO,r 
I"".m",' E.xample, whofo ,~inml~S' an InJulhce wdl have It' . 
Ji'1"""n ,t~lt there is ~o. God" th~t he may not fee his Pu.. . 
"" tI., 11/ •• mlhment,. '(t) lIke the Rock of Tll-ntll-iNS, always 
""hle.~~fs imp~ding,oyer him: And he who fuffers this In
'hllP;"'S Ii- hdlice will hav,e it that there is a God •• th~t he may' 
liS. have the ~ffary Relief in ,the Ills that are done 

,him .. · A,.ui"this is tile ReafoA whJ the Unjufi ... 
who ftlake others ruffer, ought likewlfe to be made 
to fuffer in their Turn: To the end that what
.iliey did ~ot fee when they conimitt~ the Illju
fiice, (/I) by reafon of their being ~nf.atuaied ,with 
the love of Riches. they Riay" if tlleymake,a ri~h 
ufe of their ,Punithment. botb fee and }earn ,by their 
o~vn Sufferings,. when they~ome to be inAruCt,d 

, i?y the Ami~ions that always attend Lofers. But 
if through th~ Obftinacy of their Will they pel fift 
in ,their evil Courfes,and are more arid more harden'd 
~n their Wickednefs, it may well be that the Pu
nifbment will be ufelefs to them, but they will be
come an I;xample of great InftruCtionto the Wife .. 
and to ruch as are capable of perceiving and know;. 

Ijg~I RIll- ing the Caufes of aU thefeEvils. The chiefCaufes 
.JDr;.:S4t:", of this Jud~ment are the Goodnefs of God, and :n;:;·j the Law he has imprinted in our Hearts, that is to 
*ithinlls. fay, f01~Dd Reafon, which is as a Gcd:inhabiting i,n us" 

, and 

, (I) The R.ock of'Sijplnu-is much ortner talk'd of than the 
Rock of T4n1i1l1is. Fables celebrate the Hunger and the Thirft 
of TlinlllllIS. in the midft of Waters and of Fruits; IUId this 
HDm. mentions in the eleventh 8c¥»k of the O",J/is. Hi".o
el,s however is not D)illaken. and the Fable'muft have been 
variouay reported; fOJ' ~IAtD in the Cr4IJUu fpeaks of the 
Rock of Tllnl4lMs. and derives the EtylIiologyof his Name from 
the Rock tlaat hangs oyer his Head. " 

(u) He takes notice but of ODe. and that tOO the moft c;qm.
mo~. and ordinary Caufe of the Injuftice of Men., whit;h, is 
~vance.; and undert,hat he comprehend. aU tho gther CaUfes. 
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-the Golden Yer{es of Pythagoras. 
rand who is daily injur'd and offended by our 
;Crimes,: ,~nd the E'nd of thefe Judgments are, -as 
,this Poet' 6ys, all the -Calamities that rencier our' 

2.4? . '. 

·Life moll painful and unea6e~ whether by corporeal 
Pains or ef(terior A!iiaions. There are the p,u- Wi. mil? . 
nithments which thefe Verfes command us to fup- llU7T 10 ON" 

port in Patience, bf refleding on the Caufes of:: !/i:~i 
them, by endeavourmg to prevent them, aJ}a to this Lifl. 
turn to our own Advantage what is moll hurtful -
in them. Above aU they exhort us to render our . . 
felves worthy of :Divine ,Goods by an exaa Ob· 
fervance of the f~blim~ll Vi.rt~es: But if any lbould 
be found incapable even C?f forming,this D~fil'e ; Jet. 
them at ileaO: by a pr~alce of the lower Virtues,-
af}>ire to • politick Goods: For this is the reaton * Thill is 
why we are here commanded to fupport-Calamities l',jtiy, t • 

.in Patience, and to endeavour ·to rem edt them. : ,~t:lhGDO~S 'I 
"h h Rd' h h 'J' cw/ . ,'Now w at ot er, eme y IS,t .ere·t an t ePre- Lifo. 

fcriptioqs we have;already ~i'lel?~ ,and that thew the . 
reafonable Grief that ourtPalDS and A'fBidions ought Th, ".fon.. 
to give us, and th~ Method we muft take to lieal'"~~ ;'1-
tl}em ~ The chief. ~r there Prefcriptions i~,that jul:;IJ: -
God, as' Legit\ator and as J udg~, commands the 'Nght t. 

Good, and forbids the 'Evil; and therefore he is CIIN/e, 'p
in no' wifetheCaufe of IJls; J>ut they, who out oIpos'J"to.o-
a ~otion ~holly free and wholly voluntary, ,have ~ ~rt._ 
embrac'd Vice, and caft in Forgetfulnefs the foul)d hAir. 
,Rearon that was in them~ he punifhes them as wick-
.cd, according to the Law, that condemns and for-
bids the Evil, (w) and he punifhes them as Men, 

,R~ :~ 

(II') For '~s byChance alone that the~,whiehwas made 
againll: the wieked in generil!, nIls on fueh a particUlar Mati. 
who has render'd himfelfwieked by his own Wi1landChoi~. 
The Law indeed defigns to punilt the Sinner. but not fueh a par
ticular Sinner: Thus that the Law meets wirli" the deprav'd. 
Will of him who ~. committed the CriiJlC, :ts pttrely fortui-

,tolls and accidental. " . . :' ',': 
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l..s 0 'J1Je Ctntt7tInItaries of Hierocles, 011 

by reafOO of the fortuitous me~ and cJathing 
of the Law . with their depray'd Will; and thiS 

Meeting we call FflTllIIU, as we have already ex-
TheDt{~ plain'd: For the Law punifucs not Man as Man, !:h l:'-' but as wicked; and that he is become fucb, his 
,hi f:,:' OW'll Will is the principal Caufe. When therefore 
,ilM .,- he is become a Sinner, which proceeds foldy from 
thJ ., GDt/, himfelf, and DOt from God~ he receives the Challife.., 
-'M: 1I/if1d ment due to his Crimes, which comes from the 
u Il11o divine Law~ and not from himfelf: For the fole De .. 
7t11' 'tis for fign of the ·Law. which is wonhy of God, and 
:;::~ profitable for us, is to defiroy Vice, to purge it 
IN jho:U by all the Punithments of J whee, and by that 
h rtfMI'. Means to oblige the Soul, tllat has plung'd it fdf tJ z,,- in EvjJ~ to returD to the DiClates of found Reafon. 
""ll,:' This is then the Nature of the Law, which fpeaks 
tM"ijIIJ always in the fame manner: But feeing the Works _m h, of each Man are different. they receive not always 
t/HI i8. the fame Retribution; for tbat would be neither 

equir:able in it felf, nor profitable for us. The Dif .. 
ference of Judgments proceeds from the different 
Condition of the Criminal; (x) for how fuall we 
treat after the fame manner a Man who is not the 
fame ~ Let us therefore fuppoci in Patience Th, 
di'lli", F",t."" and not repine to be purg'd (,) as 
much as the divine Judgment thinks fit, by Pains 

and 

c .. ) As God rewards the Sinner who converts himfdf, fC) 
lie pwaifhes the Convert, who falls ~n into Sin. 'Tis only 
the Perfeverance in Virtue -or in Vice that is. rewarded or pu. 
!lifh'd. The Copy compar'd with the Manufcripts, and the 
Manufcript of ,Iwme" add one Word to the'l'oxt of this 
Place, JlI",~"tI.,,1t1.. which I much approve of: Tap .y3 .f'-~ 
'T0Ili70l' ",,,,~,,tI."1t1. 'IT;~. &c:. FtII' 110'111 foaU 'II' t""t lip" 
,hi r""" M.""" II Mil" _ hIlS TlDt co"timn th, "/l1l7I, 1 

( ,) He fpeaks in this manner to let us fee. that the divi~ 
Judpeo.t leaves fomething fur the Will of Man to perform. 
God will C01'I'ef.t the Sin~er by his Chatllii:meQts. but the Si" • 
.. coatiaue$ fometimea hardCJl'd. . 
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ind AfHiCtions, which feem to embitter the SweetS 
and to difturb the Tranquility oflhis Life. Thi$' 
ReBeCtion,.this Perfuafion will heal us of the Sins 
already committed, and procure our Return to tho 
found Reafon that is in us: For will not he who i. 
Convinc'd that E viIs are the Fruit of Sin, avoid 
the Caufe that plunges him therein ~ And if we 
ought to repine and be angry in our AB1iCtions~ 
'tis with our felves, rather than with God. who 
endeavours .only to retrench our Vices with all the 
Infiruments of T ufiice, (;c,) that can make us com
prehend and reffed: how inefiimable a Good it is 
not to deviate from the divine Laws, and not to • 

- .corrupt and dellroy our (elves voluntarily and of . 
our own free Choice. For AfHid:ions are not difiribu- .A)jJiS., 
ted to Men by Chance, if there be a God over "h''''' ~) 
us, and fix'd, Laws to govern us, and to difpenfe C tIIU,. , 
to every Man the' Lot that is his due. Thus you 
fee that 'tis very reafonabfe, as is faid in this Place, 
thlll DI/li"l jholdd not fi1ld the gre4tejl Portio" of 
,heft MisfortlllUl to good Men: (A) For 6rll of all, 
good Men fupport thefe Evils in Patience, through 
an intire Acquiefcence in t~e Judgment of God, 
."d in Profpe8: of the Virtue which they acquire 
by fo doing, and that alleviates aU the Calamities 
IJf this Life. Betides, they have firong Hopes. ' 

R 4 that 

(~) In the Text there is OIlly, _ tl nuIr, tIS ,,~ ,_ 

tlhiin, lA"l: But I have follow'd the Amendment that I found 
·in the Margin of the Copy, that was oompar'd with the Ma. 
nufcripts. where there is '!1 ri.'''fA.fA.'''g'K.t~ :J. ~, l~ ,;,rd~, 
p.~ qk~ T 01:1;;' ,6/U1'. Which is cOnfirm'd by the ~ 
nufcript of ElM-"",. , '. 

(II) What PJ,hlltprllJ fays in this Verfe. that moft of thde 
AfBiaions happen DOt to good Men. feems contradiaed by 
Experience, fince we daily fee that the bet of Men are ezpos'cI 
to the greatefl: Calamities. But Hi""lll explains at Ic~th the 
Do&itiC of his Matter, and confirms the Truth of ie, b, 
fhewiug. tlaat in reprd to the Ciood tIleA Evils chaDF tIlejJ 
Na~ ',- -
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2. J 2. The C~;,Jtflt~rieJ of Hier6cles, 0tJ 

that IUs of this nature will never difcompofe thci 
Q!.liet of their Days, (b) feeing it is certain, that 
divine Goods are ref~rv'd for. the Perfect; who 
have atta.iri'd to the fublimefi: Pitch of Virtue, and 
that human Goods are the Portion of fuch as have 
acquird a midling Habitude. that is to fay, a Me~ 
diocrity of Virtue. . '. 

Moreover, they will eafe thefe AfHid:ion~. as 
much. as poffibly they can, by fupporting them 

. in Patience, and by learning from that Patience 
=r~ u,,1 th, the fure Method to lieal them. ('") For how can 
PrtI'fJiik~' it be, that a Man lhould fend up to Heaven de
~!t::: voUt Supplications, and 'offer holy Sacrifices in a 
i,ftrIJ Ml ldanner ~orthy of God,. whilfi: he is perfuaded, 
.. iiI;";·' that neither Providence nor Juflice watch over the 
B,;,hoitfl- Affairs of Men, (d) and fo long as he dares deny • 
1111's not the Soul to be Immortal. and tliat the receives for 
:SLO:;:':J, her Lot thefe exterior E.vils, accordin~ as Ihe has 
;s :tholll deferv'd them by the Motions of her Will: How 
CII7I!oLuiolJ. wiJlthe Man, who refers not to thefe Caufes the 
Tk' I/J~ of Accidents of this prefent Life, be enabled to fup;. 
thIs:;,:, port them in Patience, and where will he learQ 
Z:,,,. thlln the' Art to amend and heal them? 'Tis hard to re
fh, Gootis. folve this Queflion; tor n'ever . will he refign him'! 

, " ,-- 0 felf 

(6) P/thllgorllS therefore believ'd thatthereweregoodthings 
propornon'd as Rewards to each Degree of Virtue; that i. to 
fay;.that the Mediocrity of Virtue procur'd only human or 
worldly- Goods, which attend thePraCl:ice .f civil Virtues; 
and -that the Sublimity of Virtue, uniting to God, procur'ct 
the divK1e Goods, that is to fay, ~the ~~ of y.r~ch 904 
is himfclf the SollfCe. _ • -'. . -

,(e) 'Tis impoffible;, for from the Mom~nt that a l\1an ac,:,' 
knowledges in God neither Providence nor juftice, he atrJib 
at the-Ceremonies of Raligien mereJy through Diffimulatioa 
and out of Cullom'; .whicli is very unworthy of God. 

(ti) I have correCl:cd this Pa1Jige by repeating the Neg:ltiv~ 
po., which was vifibly wan~ tho' it be neither in the Co-
~t,=:"d with the Manufcripts, nor ~ tlw. ~ufcript ~ 
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lelf to thefe Evils, as to indifferent things~ and 
pftm even better than their Cont .. aries~ fince being 
c:alamitous and painful, they will always appear in 
themfelves worthy of bis utmofi: .Averfion: For 
,our Nature embraces not thefe forts of Things as 
eligible and defirablc' in themfelves, except that by 
(upporting them with Refignation file expects to 
be rewarded with Good. What then happens to 
• Man in that Condition ~ He repines at his' Lot, 
~e revolts againfi: it, he Qugments his Ills by the 
Ignorance of his own Nature, and yet his Punifil-
ment is not le{fen'd thereby. And the Excefs of 
Vice proceeds from this Opinion, that the World 
is not gov:ern'd by' Providence~ or leaR that 'tis iII 
govern'~ by it; which is as much as to fay, either 
that there is no God, or if there be a God~ that 
he takes not Care of this World, or if he does 
take Care of it, that he is unjuft and wicked. 
(I) An Opinion that includes all manner of Impi-
eties, and that precipitat~s into all forts' of Crimes 

, them that are poffef)!J with it: For as Piety is the Pitty,hI 
Mother of all Virtues, Impiety is the Mother of !irkt,. ,f 
all ViceS'~ Therefore he alone will find the Re- ",1;:";::, 

, ~~dy to ~Jl his IUs, w~o has learnt to ~upport them ty ,f !u 
with Patience and Mildnefs: And thIS can come Vices. 
«)nly from Philofophy,that teaches exactly what is the 
Nature of Things, and w hat are the Operations con-. 
formable to that Nature. Operations, whofeConnexi,,:, 
on,and the Relationthey have toone another,co~pofC? 
the G!>v.erQ,went of this Univerfe; by which Ad
minill:ration the dilline Forti"" is difl:ributed to each 
Man: And the Lot 'that fills to each, according 
,to his Merit~ is what is here call'd FAte or Deft;. 
f!J, which depen~s on the ~~yide!lce of God, on 

, ' .. ". , the 

,,) In the Manufcript of ilwmee. inJlead' of I/J'lI.v7QJ'tt7rn~ 
#11(.''''', .u f!rt '1 lPjlljliu, ~ere is I/J'ttI'1~1'd.7rns ,la-,''';"", 
lill fort DI ~IIIPI"'. " 
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2. 5 ~ rhe Commentaries of Hierocles, . on 
n.~Jl .fthe Difpofition aqd Order of this Univerfe, and 
14_ btu on the Will of Man: For if there were no Provi
:nIt:; dence, there would be no Order in the World; 
7".,,;- and this Order may be aU'd Demny: And if 
Ja&,; -there were neither Providence nor Order, there 
'In.s ht;s would be neither Judgment nor J uR:ice; nor ef'en 
'''''~.'' fo much as ~ewards and Hono~rs for ~ood Men •. 
'"" But there bemg a fixt and certalD ProvIdence and . 

Order, all Men who are horn into the World mull . 
necefTarily have a like Share .of all the famt Goods, 
u~lefs they contribute on their Part· to what cau
fes the Inequality. Now 'tis manifellJy evident 
that all good things. are equally diGributed, and 
by Confequence 'tis vibbJe, that the Inequality 
and Unlikepefs of their Wills, which is fubmitted 
to the Judgment of Providence6 fuffers them not 
to have all the fame Share, the fame Lot6 bnce this 
Lot muG of Neceffity be proportion'd to their 
Merit. 

Hierocles (e) And let us not be troubled to fee that the 
~,., ~o~:r. fame Inequality rei~ns as well in brute BeaGs, in 
.J"tll 'mlJ' J d· II 'i'. Th· . M .,. mAftI P ants, an rn a lOammate lOgS, as In an ; 
"ruf'll'hlll for we ought not, becaufe we fee that Chance rules 
"WInS tit over all thefe thin~s that are fo inferior to Man', 
-::;:~:. to conclude from thence, that Providence watches 
;.n, Prvr;i- not· ,.". . ------------------

( ,) This is an Objeaion that the Libertines made againft. 
Providence. They faid. fincewe ~ that brute Beai1:s. andeven the 
inanimate Beings are as differently treated as Men, it mufl: of 
Neceffity be, either that Pro"idence prefidcs no more over 

. Men than over other Animals; or if it does prefide alike over the 
one and over the other. we ought from thence to draw thi. 
Confequence,that even brute Bcafl:s are likewife the Caufe of 
the Inequality that is fo frequent among them; and COJIfe
quently that there are· in all AnimalsVirtues and Vices. as well 
'?os in Men; froee Virtues and Vices only are the Caufes of there 
different Lots. The PJthIlIWII"U. anfwer'd this Objeaion "eiy 
well. as we fhalI fee in the following R.emark. Providence 
extend. it kif over Bca1b. and Over Men. but in a dUfi:rcat Manner. -' . - _. - . - - -
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the Golden Perfis of Pythagoras. 2.5 S 
not over us: (f) Nor ought we neither, becaufe 

what. 

(f) This Paaage, which is impenetrably obfcure in the Text. 
becomes plain and intelligible by the Change of one Hngle 
Letter, and by a right Puntluation. Inftead of ill'. it ougnt 
to be read ~J'., and the whole Pafiige fhould be pointed tlius. 

'J/ 1\ ' ~." 1\' \ , . \ /I'" \ , , 
OU,,'i £7r C6t .... VAW "''''" ~ Wt1U, ":i tLf""~' I!:J 1I.t:U.ltL, £lI.Ao,. 

, fit1~~/, €.".~ .,,;, IC.tL8' n~a;, ~.,~, nll.e1C"". As ~ance that 
prefides 0'1cr Beafts concludes nothing againft us, fo Provi
dence that watches over us, and that orders our Lot according 
to our Defert, concludes nothing tor the ElI:ablifhment of Vir
tue or of Vice in Beall:s. Himeles acknowledges that the Pro
vidence of God extertds it felf OVer all things; but that each 
thing has Share therein, according to what it is, and to what 
God has made it. Hear what he fays of this AffiUr in his Trea
tife of Providence. 'Tis not jNft thAt th, IrrAtillnAl B,ings fhoultl 
hAve '"' eqUAl Shllrt in P'lI'IJidenc, 7IIith Men; 'tis fujficitnt for, 
th, firft thllt th,i, Kinds 6, p,'[eI"V'd: This ;s th, Deg,,, 6fP',1. 
vid,nce thllt is fuit~lI til th,m, thllt th,ir Kinds DI immortlll. 
IUItl fubflJ for ,ve,. But "s for us, if P'lI'IJidente txtends nllt 
its CII't ~" tAth individUAl P"fon, infomuth thllt w,,, thing 
thllt h"lpens til us 6, nIt order' J ~ P'lI'IJidtnte, 711' hAV' not 'u, 
Ju, ShIfT, If this Providtnt' of God; for Gild hilS creAt,J " 
Jix'tI ""J tenll;n Numb" If Men: H, hili' not cr,lIlId"" 1m.. 
gI, SIIUl. If 7IIhich 7111 hA'IJt ""'!.. PII,t, lind tl 7IIhieh 7IIt lire to 

.... ,.eturn to mingl, ou, [tlvu 7IIilh it "gllin; 6u, ht crtllt,J ,,,,h 
Slul "pArt IInJ /tpAr"" frllm th, IIthers; 7IIh",,,s h, d,17II "U ,h, i""tion,,1 Animills from mt find Ih, fo"" Mllfi; fo thAt " 
1',:e,,,1 Prll'lJiJenee is fojfiei,nt!, thll: MII[s t. p'l'IJent it p'lm 
1,r;foing, lind thM 7IIhieh reg"" s ,,,ch individUAl PII,t of it, thtit 
;s to fo,. tllch Anim"l, mlll'l/e" _1I6t abllndlln'J to Chane,; 
But III for us. 't",SlS fit thllt P'O'IJiJen" fhould e,d" lind ,egu
lAtt 7IIh"t "lll,tes to ,,,,h s,1I1 in p",titulA,; for 'tis not of N,
,tIlly thll' the Dtllth If PlAnts "nd If B,"fls fooulJ De regula
ttd L1r, th, Dt",h of Mm, ",cDrding t. th,i, M,rit; for Beafls 
,."tiv, not th, fAm' Lift 7II;th 114. Thefe Words of Hi""I,s 
may ferve as a Comment to' all he fays on this SubjeCt; but 
while he endeavours to refute the Error of the Libertines' in 
this Point. he is faIleR himfelf into another Error. which he 
might have correCted, had he confulted the true Light. which 
teaches'us. (hilt ni,,, SP"",711 falls on th, G,ounJ 7IIithout ,h, Mat.lo.2.9~ 
Will If GoJ; and thll' not one Jingl, NplI"1I7II ;s forgotten 6,for' Luke 12"Ck 
Gild j and by confequeace that Providence extends it felf not 
only over the w~ole brute Creation, hut likewife to each Ani-
nW of it. And this is what 1~ before PJdllllIITIIS, ,flomer 

. " hUn~ 

/ 
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whatever relates to us is abfoJutely determin'd and: 
• brought to pafs. to conclude from thence. that the 

Junice and Judgment which God extends over all -
~efe inferior Beings, is Iikewife in them a Token 
and E.ffect of their Vittue or of thoirVice. ,(g) For 
firft) the T,fUngs that aro: meerJy inanimate ferYe as 
common Matter to Plants and to Anima~; and 
QlOreover the Plants fervefor N oariihment to Men 
.and to BeaRs, fome of which Jail are del1:in'd to 
nouritb their Fellow-Bealls and Men: 'Tis there
fore evident that thefe tIIings 'are not thus order'd. 
.apd done, ,Ch) with Regard to the Merits of any 

of 

flimfelf kn, as'may be feen by a Pafiage in the twenty firfI 
&ok of his llUu. Ii Providence extend, it felf o,er 'the leaR: 
<Of AJIimals, how much more odght we to believe that it ex
tends it felf over each Man. 

(:) This Pa1Ji~ was very much confUs'd in the Editionsj 
but the Manufcrlpt of FJ.rmu has clear'd the Difficult] by 
fupplying what is wan~ in the Text. rrf~'TQ';;;' Til. l..J,U
XII. WTIII' ~fK.ti' ., If,,,,;' dAII ,!J1o" !t '{Alo/'; 1.".,;-,111. Ttl 
~1J7i (. .:.0" ~ ev9r':.".Dlf If.DI'" 7'eJ';' l1reJlf.f:ij, ~ ~Plil. :> (. r./
"' .. , (. ':O/f Til ~ civ9fWDlf: Thus yeu fee how H;erocl" ex
plains the'diSeTent Degrees of Providence, which God extend, 
over an created Beings. ,p~lv to their Worth and 
~ty. having for fame as It were only a fuperficial Regard, ' 
:ana hono~ the ot~s with his particular Proteaion: Info
much that the Providence.whlch extends it felf over the ina.
Dimate Beings, over &alb and over Plants. is only a Confe
CIpence of the PJOrideDce which he extends ov« Mae. and :ill 
in favour ,of Man. What happens contrary to this Care of 
'God for Man"as when any Man is c:!cyour'd by BeaA:s, dellroy. 
not in the leaft: this Law of Proyidence, but happens for. par
ticular Rcafons that confirm it. All this Pa1I&ge of Hi"",ks 
would have been excellent indeed, had he not circumfcrib'd 
and limited too much the Providence of God ~ver the Beings 
that are iDferior to MaD. 

(h) When one Beaft is dCYOUl"d by another, or (erves as. 
'Food for MaD. we are DOt to belieye that this arriYes becaufe 
-the Beall that is devour'd had done any thing to deferve P.~ 
ni1hment; or becaufe of any Merit in the !cart that devour:s 
~ Fellow. The 0111)' CaufC$ of their diJfereDt Fate, . as Bimi. 

- - ' .. -, - - - - -',. ,., - ~' '- .d,s 
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tbe Golden Perfis of Pythagoras. 
of thofe Animals, but proceed from their E,ndea..; 
vour. and from a Defire they have tofatisfie their! 
Hunger, to heal their Difeafes. or in a Word, to re
lieve their feveral Wants and N eceffities in the heft 
manner they can; infomuch that the Infelicity: ~f 
BeaRs is occafion'd by our N ecefftties, which they 
are deftin·d to relieve: And 'on the contrary, tile 
Caufe 6f what we call tlie~ Happinefs, is the Af-' 
feaion with which we (ometimes fuffer our felves 
to be poffcfs'd for them.' , 

(i) But if in carrying thefe Arguments further~ 
it fuowd be' objeCted to u~ that there are above 

us 

ii,s himfelf tells us in his Book of ProYiden,CC'. /w, Ollr ilifr
."nt Choices, ,h, N,e'JlililS th., ly, Im"er of IAting on. IInDthlr 
to /r"p th",,/twlI Ill;";" 'IIntl II ih'"forul'rJl'""" IInJ [m.itOIU' 
.4.tciJ,nts. thllt eonflrllm tlHm t. iii, withollt BIll. "'" "ithtnll 
M'II!"". b.for' ,he Time thllt NIIt." hlltl mII,/r'J.", for ,h,m;, 
S. thllt ,h" II" nol ,.nijh'" for the 'l'lIIIlts tf II ftrfl Lif, th" 
nlhJl r,,,. n'" 'lIf;' th'f to ix/'S,o~, jNlli J for ..,hllt th& 'o~ 
" 'libllt thtJ Iliff'" From all which 'tis manifeff. that Hi",
el" afferts. that Providence takes Care of Beafts and' of PJanta 
only in general. and that it leaves it to Chance to govern them 
in particular: An Error which I have already confuted. 

(i) H;If.eks here gives us another ArgumFnt that the Li-
• bcrtines made ule of to deftroy \he Providence of God. TJ.y 

uid that the Gods ma4e ufe of Men, as Men make we of Beafts. 
tftat is'to {iy, thai: tlley nourj"1h tbeinfelyes wiiIi 'human Flelb. 
and confeqnently, that Chance likewife has the Dominion over 
Men. and that the' Gods cannot be faid to take any particulat 
Care of them. feeiug they fuffi:r them to be immolated OD 
their Alt:1rs. 'and nourilb themfelves With them. HitrDeks an
fwers this Objeaion very well. foll<n'ring the Dott:rine of P,
thllgorllS. and proving that if the Gods neurifWd themfelvcs. 
with the Flelll' of Men, they wtJUltt Dbt be GodS', but muft of 
Neceffity be m8l'ta1; for. as Him;' 'frimfelf aclaiowledges. 
whatever nourifhes it felf with terteftrial Food. is undoubted
ly mortal: Now there is no mortal Effi:nce fu~ to Man. 
there is only this Body with which Men are cfoath'd here be
low that Dluft of Neceffity die. Thus there is DO God that 
nourifhes himfelf with human Flelb; aDd by CoDfequence theG: 
human Viaims prove nothing apR Proyidence. By this 
Principle Himrks overthrows the' barhrou$ Sacrificea of the 
Heathmi. ." . . 
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2. 5 8 The Commentarie! of Hierode~.. on 
~1It Ibn, us fome Beings, that make ufe of us· to aff wa8e 
; ~ "rI'their Hunger; as we make ufe of Bealls to fatlf.. 
~"'!:; I fie ours, it mull: at the fame time be allow'd that 
thllt tnIIIt,s fuch Beings would be mortal, and it mull be prov'd 
-f,,/uI.M too that the Bo~s of Men were deftin'd to be .. m;" Food for them: 'BUt if there be not any monal 
tlflll IIifu. Effence fuperior to Man, as 'tis certain there is 

not, (feeing Man himfelf is the 1aft of all rational 
Beings, and thereby Immortal, tho' by the N ecer. 
fity of the Decrees of Fate he comes into a Mor
tal Body, (~) and taking an Inftrument of the 
fame Nature with Beafts, lie lives upon the Earth,) 
there can be no Beings more excellent than Man, 
that make ufe of our miferable Body to fatisfie 
their Hunger, nor that abufe it contrary to the efta
bli1h'd Order through a De6re of fatiating their 

Thl f"J"i- Luxury with it. (l) The Extent of the Power 
Z. B'm~s and Authority that Juftice and Order have given 
th:';J". to {uperior Beings over us, is to do for us whate
til U us ver can dimini1h our Vices in this Life, and to call 
,lJ()tI. t us back to themfelves: (m) For they take Care of 

us, as of their Relations. when we ~appen to faU. 
'\. And 

(k) Man. in rCWlI'<f" to his Body,-is of thc famc Nature with 
lkaO:s; and to this purpofe Sol4_rI faid, Unus irlteritus' 1ft htJ
rn~TI"'" & juml7llDf'um, & I.IJ.IIII Hlriufqu, etm'itill. EcclefiaO:. 

3· (~ This is a great 'P;inciple.. The luftice of God and his -
Providence have given to the fupcrior Beings only a DeflI'C and 
a Power to do us Good. But it will be ask'd whether the 
PJ,h"gDf"/4rIS and the Pll4lllrli,k~ did riot Rold that the Air WQ 
fUll of bad Angels. whp endeavour only to do us hurt? They 
dia: We need but fee what is taid in the Life of PWo, to 
convince us of it. But thefe evil An~els degraded themfelyes 
by their Fall. and are no longer fuperlor to Man. They tur~ 
-pUS us in Penetration and Cunning. but we turpats them in 
lteafon. Befides, thefe evil Spirits have not Power to do us 
the Hurt they would. 

(1$) Thus pill" fays. that in the Combat, which we bve 
to fuftain againJl' thefe Powers, Ih, Golis """ gHJ .bl'U ~lIm. 
tl /Hlp us. Book 10. of the Laws. 
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And hence it is that we fay with Reafon, that the 
Diftrace, the Puni1hment, and the Shame that de
ter from Evil, deter and reclaim o~lly Men; fot 
the Intelligent is the only Animal that has a Senfe 
of J uftice. Seeing then there is fo great a Diffe
rence between us and the Animals without Reafon, 
there ought to be no lefs a Difference between 
their way of livi~g and ours: For the Law of Pro
vidence is proportion'a to the Nature of all things, 
and each Being has the Honour to participate of 
it in proportion to what it is, and to what God 
has made- it. Concerning the Souls of Men, 'tis 
evident that God himfelf created them; (n) and 
as to the Beings void of Reafon, he left it to N a
ture only to form them; and this is the Opinion 
of Plllt, a,nd of 7i.m4Hs the PJthllg,relln, who held 
that no mortal' BelDg was worthy to be the Work-
manlhip of the Hands 'of God himfelf, (,) and~grofiEr
that the Souls of Men were all taken out of the ",: 

. fame 

. (,,) For they imagin'd that if God ,had created them him
{elf, they would have been immortal; feeing whatever comeS 
from God ought to &e immortal by Nature. Vain Subtlety ofL 
thore PhiJofophers! Did not God create the Heavens? The 
Heavens will pafs away. God created the Body of Man of the 
Matter he had before created, and he impos'd on his Works 
the Laws he thought fit. 

(D) This is explain'd in tbe Ti"wls of PIIIIII,' where 'tis WcJ. 
. that God, after having given Orden to the Demons and infe

rior Jntelli~ces to c'"9te the ~odies of Men, referving to hi~ 
{elf the Right ofcreauug theu- Souls, h, "turn'J 10 the Jirft 
Tun Dr vtJil, em ;;. 'fIf..h£f.jv K.eg.7Iiest, 7I1h", hi bAli minlW 
,h, SIIuJ, ,flh, UDi'IJI'/I. And IhM h, miJC'J thl S,1Il '1 M"" 
7I1ith 7I1hll' "mA;,,'J Df it; II1IJ thAt h, mlflll ;t ;" th, fo",. 
mA"1I4', "It ind"J to p,rft8, IIIIIII/Ih, JicmJ ANI third ~. 
Behold into what Darkncfs and Error the vain Curiofity, and 
the Story of the Creation mifreprefentcd and ill underftood. 

• threw thefe too crafty Philofophers. In the Life of '"IMgtJ
,AJ I have endeavour'd to explain the Opinion of that Philofc
pber concerning the Nature Of the SouJ. and to difcovcr the 
Source of it. . 

Digitized by Goog I e 



2.60 The. Comitufltaries oj luerodes, till ... 

fame TII1I, or Vedel,as were the Gods of the World; 
the DemonS; and the Heroes: And therefore Pr0-
vidence extends it felf over all Men~ and oyer eadi 
Man in particular. Their Abfence from their true 
Country~ their Inclination to the Things here be
Jow~ dieir Life that was form'd·aad order'd in this 
Land of Exile, and ,their Return to the Place of 
their Origine, all this is regulated byProvidencf_ 
which ought not to have the fime Regards for 
what has only an animal Life, (p) for whatever is 
only animal, defcended not hither becaufe it could 
hot follow God; 'tis even incapable ~o o!>ferve ~ 
Polity upon Earth, ('I) as not being a heav'nly 
Plant, (r) and is not of a Nature to' be brought 
back to any P1anet~ that is conformable to it. But 
we have {aid enough for the prefent again~ {uch as 
inceffantly repine and complain of die Accidents 
that happen in this Life, and'that deny Providenc, 

with 

(P) See here the Very Words of PIAl, on this Matter, as ~ 
find them in his pin,"", where he faySo'thlll fo ""1 III ,1M 
Soul eA1A foUr. ,Gild j/1I is IIl.IIJI btl",: .111 __ j/1I elllJ .. 
lIngw flf1n, him (h, lIIfos Sigh. 61 hi .. ,hill b';"1 mif",IIH:J 
ji/l'tI .",ith Vie, IIIJIf .",ith FtII'l,tfiJUfi, jbt ,fmIs JIIlIIIIItI hllrIJ7' 
MIll b,ing grnm JIIllIIIJd hltwy, f'" JrlHlps hw Wmls, - IMIs 
int, this EArth, .",hw, fo, lI,ellm,s /1IiIj,a I. IhlLIr/iJ " N,"i
fity, &c:. HiWDcllS makes ufe of this Opinion to give the Rea,:, 
fon of his AfiCrtion. that Providence Cxtends it felf over all 
things in proportion to what they are; and that f9l' this llca
fon it takes more Care of the Soul of Man, than of Beafts 2 
For the Soul is dcfcended from Heaven, and may ~ thi-, 
ther; 'tis clPable likewife of leading Jtre a wcll-order'd civil 
Life, which Bealls can never do. 'Tis therefOre certain that 
God has more Care of Man than of Bcalis. fince Man comes 
from Heaven, and is the Work of God; whereas Beafts are' 
only tile Work of Nature. and their Soul and their Body no-
thing but a Mixture of Elements., . 

('1) He calls the Soul a heayen)y Plant. becaufe it comes ori-' 
ginally from HeaveD, whereas the 8cafts are a terreftrial Plant. 

(I') For they held that the moll divine Part of the Soul re-' 
tumid to the Sun, and the fubtile Bod)' to tile Moon; where-r 
aa Bealls return to the Earth. whence they were tatea. 

Di9itize~ by Google 



the Golt/.en Perfis of Py~~ag6ras. 2.6, 
, _ith ~ll their Might: But 'tis fit they fltould far': 

thef be told. that to fupport .Ills in Patience; is The F!"it. • 
not C?nly perfeCtly confonant to ~e~fon, but aUeyi_: Il!PlftwU'l'. 

ates the Ills for the prcfenr, and mtlrely heals them ' 
for the future, And you, 0 ye wre~ched; who, 
grow'angry, and fly into Rage, what db you gain • 
by your Paaion •. but to add to your Afflictions the 
,greateR of all Evil!, Impiety; ahd to aggravate 
them by thinking you have not 'deferv'd them ~ 
For the Sick, who vexes at his Condition, 'does, 
but inCi'eafe his Difeafe: Let us not therefore be 
angry at the Difpenfation.of Providence, under 
Pretekt of itl being unjuft~ left by this bJafphe- , 
mous Crime we render oUr Condition worfe thari 
it is'. ' . '. . 

Hut Jet us talee this Alf'air another way; and fup;; 
pofe that a Man, whore Lot is Poverty, bears it iii 
Patience; this P.atience will not only exempt him 
from Grief and Melancholy~ but he wiJ) find by 
it fome Eafe and fome Conrolation'; (J) 'for on the 
one hapd, his U ndedlanding and good Senfe not ' 
being diforder'd and perplex'd by his AtRietionj 
he will find out Means to gain his Bread honeftIy; 
and -on the other, his Neighbours, Qruck with 
Admir:ation at his Patience; fo full of Reafon and 
Prudente, will contribute ,w.Mt theY' can to tom.;; 
fort him: Brit lie who; like the ,weakeR of Wo;;. 
men, repines and flies into a Paillon, adds avo .. 
)untary and wilful Grief and Melancholy to his 
Misfortune; and by keeping his Mind continually' 
ben~ oil his Mifery, and by deploring it without 
ceafi,ng; gro'ws incapable of procuring to himfd; 
the leill Relief by his Labour, and puts himfelf' 
out of a ConditiotJ of receiYidg Comfort froIp his 
, , S ~Neigh .. 
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.t 62. tbe C(11DItfltlJries Of Hierocles, ,. 
Neighbours, UDlefs fome one out of meer Compat: 
{jon throw him fomcthing as an Alms. (I) But 

. then too the very Difpofition of him who gives 
the Relief, looks like an Upbraiding of his Pover
ty, and feeves only to incrcafe the Grief and Me--

• lancholy of the Wretch who finds himfelf redued 
to fuch extream Neceffity. 

The Rdult of all we have faidf js, that we 
ought to bear in Patience the Accidents of this 
Life: ~ endeavour as m~h as our Strength will 
give us leave, to remedy what is'amifs, by impu-

~ c.- ting the Caufe of ,our )1isfortUftes to the Depra"'11-" vation of oQ,r Thoughts. and bt firmly believing, 
.",. Hlllrt h r." h "1 "r. ..... 1.; .... ,h. CMlfo t at leemg t ere certain y IS IUC a J."""'6 as Pro-
" IIll .", vidence, 'tis not poffible that a good Man ihould 
llll. be negle~ed, tho' he wear on his Body the Marks . 

of his former Sins. that have drawn upon hUn 
the divine Wcath; for from the very Mom.ent thar 
he becomes vimwus, his Gritf"and Melancholy 
will vania. away, and he will find in Virtue a R.e
~edy for ~ his Calamities, (_) by taking from 
9ut of himfclf a R.elief againfi; Grief and ABliaj~ 
on of Mind, and from Providence, the Cure of 
.n his Ills. ~nd indeed, feeing our Sins, and the 
Divine ]ulli~ that punHhes them, draw upon us 
all thefe Scaurges, 'tis likewife reafonabJe that our 
Virtue and the Law of Pro,vidence.. which delivers 
from all Cal~Qlities the Man that applies himfelf to 
good, ihol,1ld free and exempt us from them. 

. ,J.', . TI1US 

Ct) tor there is no Man. if he ~ve not loft aU Senre of Ho
nour, but muft re griev'd and afttiCl:ed to fee himfelf Qblig"d 
to the Charity of Men, for a Relief which by his Virtue and 
Conftpncy he ought. to find in himfclf.· Alms ate difgrac:dul 
to the Receivers, hilt the Relief we gain by the AdmiratioD 
and E/leem of Men is honourable. . 

• (#) For 'tis from himfelf that he takeS this Thoughl. that 
all his Calamities h:lppen to him becaufe he hu deLC:rl"d them 
by his Crimes; and that if he alqCild bi&.Lifo, lais G~i.tiCKf 
will mead li~, o-'~ . . 
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the. Golden Perfis of Pythagoras.-
.'- Thus you fee that from thefe Virtues may be' 

, ~rawn many Infirtu9:ions, that contribute to form 
in us the Elements. of Virtue: For they; difcover 
the true Rearons of Providencf'. of Facet and of 
Our Free-:.WiJI; R.eafons" by which we have en" 

. deavour'd to mitigate, in rllis Difcourfe~ the Grief 
that the feeming Inequality. which we obferve in 
the thipgsof this Life generally caufes, amd to 
prove 'that God is not the Author of Evils. 
, Now the Refult of all we have been faying on 

this Subjea~ (w) is a great Confirmation of ,the 
,Eternity and of the Imfuort;llity of the Soul: For 
to obferve J ullice, to be undaunted at the Ap. 
proach of Death, to be/ree from all felfith Ends. 

,2.6 3 

and in no wife dazled with th~ Splendor. of Ri-. 
ches, 'cis requifne we flloqld believe that the Soul 
die~ riot with tne Body~ : (x) And' to fupport in ~isill" .. 
PatIence th~ Strokes of Di'Uilll F,rt""" and to en-;fo ."::f 
able us to heal them, it appears to be of Neceffi- t",:!:,fort u 
ty, th~t the Soul be' not,. bart! ~ith the .Body. II MgllfIt,. 
And from thefe two thlDgs, the E.ternIty Of· . 
the Soul and its Immortality, we, draw this De
inonfiratiol), t'liat the Soul is never born, and never 
dies~ that :tis more excellent than the Body. and 

, S 2. • of 

. .. (.;.,) Here we matiifeilly fee thattlte Pjih_giwtll.s held the SOul 
~o be eternal.though they {uppos'd it to lie created: Therefure thi.' 
Eternity cannot. fu my Opinion. be underftood. except of I: 
Creation before Time. or befure· the Body; or eIfe they cill'd 
it Eternal in regard to its Principle and Source. which is Ged, 
, (x) For hepretended-to prove that the Judgrnentof God a

gainft.Sinners. is" the E~ of the Sins committed in the othi:f 
Life, and coi\li:quently that the Soul exifted befOre the Body. 
,This- was the Confufion into .hich the. Ignorante of Origihal 
Sin threw thefe Philofophers. Befides. ~tis in no wife necdra· 
ry that the Soul fhould ,be ~emal, to rup~h the Calamities 
... hich it reCeives from the Hands of GOO. and to mal them 
by its Conver1ion. But be it ~ted after the Conception, or 
t! the fAme: time; it hils alwa)'s the fame Power, whi~h it di:~ 
nves from Its Createi'. 
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~I tA7l7l(J1 "1 of 'another Nature: (]) For "tis in no wife poBibl~; 
'! fllf. but that what is born in Time lhould exifl ~ 
~h' 7,~ ~w:rys, nor that'what never had a Beginning, 1bould 
GM. have an E.nd: By Confrquence, 'tis moll: evident. 

that fince the Soul continues to eiiR: after the 
Death of the Body, Bnte it is judg'd, and receives 
·the Puni1bment or Reward of the Life it had led.; 
and feeing befides that "tis impc1ffible that what be. 
gins in Time lhould fl1bfift always, 'tis I (ay moft 
eY'ideDt~ that the Soul is from all Eternity before 

1'- !.ii,. the Body; and this fhews us that the Soul is one 
:'~ 1 ~ of the eternal Works 0{ God, who created it; and 
~,,~ .. , hence comes its Likenefs and Re(emblance to its 
.".. dIE-' Creator. But ha\ring fufliciently fpoken, cJf this, 
~. lIIt'tis now time to confider what fbllows.· . I'.'" the . 
Or Mil d 
.~~ . I 

wi. (J) 'Tis true that it cannOt: exift alw2ys of it {elf. by ifs I 
. own Nature; but it may exit abvays by the Will of Jaim who- i 

created it: And this is the Condition of An~ III 1RII as of ' 
the Soul. PIIII, himfelf aeknowledg'd it to Ii'e.true. that the , , 
Immortaliry of the Angels is not an Effect .f their Nature, 
but a PriyiIcge of pure Grace. Seo what is Uid of this in hia 
Lifc.. • . 

. , 
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V E R S ~ S XXI, .XXIl,. and XXIII. 

rhere lire 4mong Men (ever41 SfJrts .of R.ea-
flnings, tflf!d an4 ~ad: . 

Ad1/!ire them not t(JO tajil.J, and rtjell them 
. not neither .. 
But if an, Fa!fo,.ds are -, advanc'd, gi1Je 

WIl, with Mildntft~ anti II'I'm thJ /tlf 
with c.pa#tn,et. -

, . • 

THE Will of Man not perlilHng always in WhfIJe, 
... Vinue. nOr being always bent upon Vice,'p,..mJ thl 

produces the two fons of Reafoning or Difcourfe,~'rill. . 
that (a~our . of thofe two Conditions. and' that bear ,it':." 
the Martes of thofe two contrary Difpofitions, in 
which it fucceffively is: Hence it comes to pars' 
that of thofe Reafonings fome' are true, others (alfe, 
fome good, others bad: An~ this, Difference re-
quires on our Part a juR: Difcretion of Judgment, 
wh~ch is the Effect of .Knowledge, thit we may 
eJiufe ~h~ goo4, anq reJect the bad:. C.) As like:-
, ~ 3 .. wife 

i. 

, .. (~) llik,eZ,1 in this Place follows the 'Ilhougltt of S'&rllt'l~ 
who in the Ph"", of Plt#, deplores the hard Fate of Men. 
who by 4int of l;learin~ the I~nt difp\lte and. ClOn~di~ 
every thirig, imagme With themte'lves that there IS DO fuch. 
. thUlg as clCar, folid and fenfible Reafons; and perfulde them
fc:lves.tkat~very thin~ is unce,rtain. As they who a~e often 
cheated hyMen, fall Into a Mlfanthropy; fo thefe haYlDg been- , 
fi'equeDtly, dcceiv'd by Mfe Arguments. fall int~ a Hatred of 
all1l.eafons in gcJ)CJIl, an"'a will not give Ear to apy: Many are 
'CJf this Difp04tioll. How maDy~ fOr Example •• re there "!'Vhp 
cry down an Philofophy. the Mpment they fee a talfe ~hilofo
pher; 'and Theology, when they hear the Err~r~ ~f an III Th~ 
QIogian? This Extream is very pernicious; and the other tl~@!: 
i, o~pos'd to it, and that confills in allowing c;very thing t~~ 
is {aId, is no lefs fatal. The due. Mean eught to be ObKry~~f 
fxamine all t£ings~ and ~~tai~ only tl&e· G9Od.· , 
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, . wife that we may not faIl into a Hatred of all Ra: 
tiocinations, becaufe there are fome bad Argu
ments that we condemn~ nor admit them all nei
ther without Diftinliion, under Pretext that there 
are fome good ones that we receive. For by the 
Hatred of all Reafonings in genera), we deprive 
our felves of thofe that are good; and by admit- . 
ting all without Difiinliion, we expofe our {elves 
to be unawares mifs-Jed by the bad. Let us there .. 
fere learn to love Reafonings, but with a juft Di. 
{cernmenr, to the end that the Love we have for 

• them may make us. hear all, and ollr Difcretion 
make us rejea thofe that are bad. In doing t~,. 
we filaH obferve the Precept pf P}th4gfJr:(4S, we {ball 
not admire the Reafonings that are ralfe~ DOr ad",: 
mit them without Examination. under Pretext 
that they are Reafonings; nor deprive our {erves 
neither of thofe that are good, under Pretext like
wife that_ they are as. much R.eafoniogs as the 
bad., , ' 

(II) For in the Grft place~ thefe laG ought no~ 
to be allow'd meerly as Reafonings. but as being 
true; nor. ought the nrG to be rejected neither as 
Reafonings, but as being falfe.· In the {econd 

TrIll lUA- Place, w~ may boldly afferr, that the Reafonings 
c.";,,gs If. only that are true, ar~ j~deed Reafoni~gs; for {ueh 
,::Xlf'Walone pre{erve the DignIty of the rational Effenef', 

mI. and are the Produ&ions of a Soul inclin'd to what 
is befi, aDd that has recovcr'd all, its Brightoefs, an ,. '~i 

, (6) How noble and how true is .5 Diftinaion! AD falfe 
Reafonings are not Reafonings; for they are Dot the Produai.' 
ODS of Reafon. f\lbmitted to God, and nourifh'd with hit 
Truth. ~ow mortifying is this to thofe 'infatuated Philow.. 
phers, who dare argue again1\: the moftcertain and moll un
conteftahle Principles. All their falfe Reafonings. as HitrOekl 
here fays, are only tile noi1ie Nonfenfe of a Soul depriv'd of 
llea.LOD, and who has 110 longer Truth for her Guide. 

. '." - . ,'. 
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'" 'the GolJ~ Perfis of Pythagoras. 2.'7 
its Luftre : Whereas falfe R.eafonings are not in ef-
fed Ref'onings; for fince they..lead into Vice, in· 
to Falfhood and into Error. they have renounc'd 
their Dignity, and degenerated from it, and are FIlip .RI.. • • 
properly ,only the ExcJamatioBs of a Soul depriv'd fining;, M; 
pf Reafc;m, and blinded and deprav'd by its Paffi. :~.,t ;,,,-
ons. Receive thell! not all then, fays ~he Poet, {Info of " 
left you fhould receive r,he bad; and reject them S,MI J,pri
not-all neither •. left you fhould rejeft the good: 'U'.O/lUII-
For 'tis abfurd llnd unworthy of Man, either to fl .. 
hate and'rejett good Reafonings, becaufe fome are 
bad, or to love and receive the bad, becaufe fome 
are good.' We ought then to praife the good, and 
having receiv'd them, to meditate on them, and 
ex:amine how far they carry' the Truth w hicb they 
dernonftrate: And as to the bad. we ought ,to op. 
pofe them with all the Strength of Logick, that 
we may difcem Truth from Failltood. And when 

,we are, in a Condition to overthrow Falfhood 
and Error, (G) we ought not to do it with Vehe- MoJwA'. 
menee, nor infultingly, and with an Air of Con- Anti T,m., 
tempt; but we ought to lay open the Truth, and ptr h'hilt~~ 
with Anfwers full of Mildnefs to refute Falfhood. :~j~; i: 
And as the Words o~ the Verfe. f:ry, If .An] FAl- Di,hUIII. 

jhOfJlJI Are Ad1J""c'd, g'1Je Wit) qlltetlJ, not 10 grant-
jog what is falfe. but in heariog it calndy without 
Pallion., For this Exprellion. g;vI waJ with MilJ.. 
tJifs, does not mean th:tt we thoulc{ grant what is . 
falfe, and give our Confent to it: But it exhorts 
us to hear it with Patience, and without being fur:-
pri~'d that there ar~fome Men. who miferably de-
part from Truth. (d) For Man' is naturally fruit, 

.>t S + 'ful 

, M TJac Rules that Hi1J'le1'1 here prefcribes for DifputatioQ 
.re fine. and even !i,vour or Chriflianity. " , 

(J) This is a great ,Truth. and' ought to keep Men in a 
• ~t I;>iftnift of themjt}yes. when tlley abandon themfe1ve~ 

, t~ 
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*' 68 The Commentaries of Hierocles, on' 
,M,n ruatll- fUf in ftra~ge and erroneous ~pinioD5~ 'J'~en he ":! P"- follows not th; ~ommon NotIons ~ccord1Dg to 
jlrllng",,!J ro~~d Reafon. TIs not then, fays this Verfe,,'Jur,. 
prim,()us' prJ~tng and wondrous that a Man who never leamt 
OpiniDn~. Trudl from others, nor found it of himfe-If, 'thould 
Fo~ there fa'll into Pride and FolJy, and advance Opinions 

fir, "utt.. fi h h 'ld b Wilys of oppo Ite to Trut. Ont e contrary, twou e 
, 'KMr»1,tlg,;,very aftonifhing indeed, ~f a Man who would De .. 
;; 1,4m ver learn, nor ever endeavour it, thould fiumble 
fro':j/:;~: upon Truth by chance, as if fome G.od h~d ap
::rojilv,:' pear'd to him all of a rudden, as in the Tragedies. 
4r1llth,.'; Let us therefore hear with fame fort' of Coml>affi
ttl fin; ~t Is on and Indulgence the Men who advancefalfe o. :r::1t :ith pin!ons, and learn ~y 'that Experience, from what 
Pity 41IIl EvIls we have dehvetd our fel!es, (,) who t~o' 
!ntltdg,,,,, we ar~ of the fame' Nature WIth thofe deluqed 't Mm Wret(:he"s, and cODfequendy fubjed: to the fame 

. =1111&:~~ )laffions and to the fame W,eakneffes. have Deverthe-
1IS'lefs taken Knowledge as an Antidote, which has. 

,heal'd this Infirmity. (f) And what moft of a~l 
con-

, . 

to their own Underftandings, and follow not the recciv'd No
tions according to right Reafon, ther fall into Error. ' But 
:what are thefe cpmtnon Notions? They arc they that have. 
6een recciv'd in all Times, and that are confirm'd by knoWn 
Authority. Thefe only may be obferv'd in following right 
Rnfon. , 

(,) This Opinion is very moderate and veryjull Being but 
Men, and corifequently infirm, we may fall into the fame Er
rors. With how much Mildnefs and Compaffioll will the Joy 
then pf feeing our felves deliver'd, infpire us for thofe who 
ftill remain in their Errprs. 

(j) This Principle is very certain. An ignorant Man. who, 
<;.an not anfwer the Objell:ions are made him. grows peeviflJ. 
ad flies into Faffion; whereas the Man' who is truly learn'd. 
fiIlding nothing that puts himtoa Stand. and having when he in
ftruaed himfelf a tliOl.lfind times ov.erthrown all that could ' 
be faid againR: Truth" is always mild. modeft, and ea1ie: Such . 
was SO"'4tlS in his Difputations; he never laid the leaft iIIjuri_ 
qus Word to the Difpl1tants who were moR: violent, and mOJl: 
in the '\Vfong. whence proceeded th,is Calmncfs of 'l'.cmper~, 
From his profound Knowledge and, ~g. ' . ' • 
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,c:ontributes to Kife us this Calmnefs of TemPlf, Au ~ l 

which is. fo necelfary in Difputes. is the Confidence ~D7IfllJ:;::t 
that Knowledge infpir~: For a Mjnd, that comes ':::'M '. 
well provided tc? eng~~ in the Defence of Truth. ,a".rlJ 

, ,..ill' calmly and witllout any Coricern fiand thefr.m Di.J. 

Shock of falfe Opinions, having premeditated all~"!.::; 
that can bet alledg'd ~ainfi Trut~ by infirucHn,B I ,. 

himfelf .in the Truth it 'felf. ,What then cap dJ.'BJill~ 
fturb a Man fo well infirutted ~ What can feem to in, "". 
him to be jnextri~able. what urianfwer~ble~ (g) Ail~"inlhf 
the' Difficulties that can be objet\ed agaiftR" him, 1111'" t::,.: 
will. if he be truly firong. rerve on tlie contrary "/1_11',,, 
only to fupply him with Id~as that have already,"''';1 e,!", 
Qften tl'iumph'd over whatever is falfe. "Tis not IrMJ I. "
tqen from moral Virtlles alone that the Man of, 
XQQ.,ledge will draw hisTranquiJityand ConfiaDcy, 
bpt frpQl th~Confidence he has in his own Strength 
for thefe forts of Combats. This is what we'had 
to fay concerning the true Difcernment of lteafa,. 
ning, which is the Off.fpring of Knowledge: 
(b) As to the Habitude the learned Man ought tQ 
acquire~ never fO {uffer himfelf tp qe <leceiv'd in 
any thing whatCoever, t"e Pqe~ ~ediatdy adds 
what follows. , ' 

• (g) I have here follow'd the !>rinted Text. ~caure the Sen1e 
of it feems to me to be very fine, and to agree enaly with 
what Himel" faid before. t.Ilat a Man truly learn'd lIasre
fjeCled before-hand aD all that can be alIedg'd aeainft Truth. 
However I think my felf oblig'd to take Notice illat the & 
nufcript of FlIrme, reads thi§ Paflige q~ite otherwife. Take 
it ifttire as we there find it: T~ WP T".ptt~.., -1HTO' It ,t"JI ... 
ill'; TIP@- ~ clXllfW '';'lq~I'" Tit.ei!H. -1H70JlJ ~r .1t. .. 1"~ 
"";VI~tU' 'If'i,, {.vel'@-: Whlll ell. ",u.k hi"" III IItint "., t. 
11, flhltl ~ Jflrlll",." DijietJtin ellfl /" jlllrt'1. I, tNt him t. ~ $,.... -. btu 1IIr,1IIiy "..",,w ruw iIIl,hllt II filiI' 1 ' 

(h) There is here'a c:onfidCrable Fault iuhe Te:rt. ~ !t ", 
';""'';',7r.1" J.".E"''If'".T;'TII 5EtAlt. It ought to be read .. ill- the 
Manufc:ript of 1I4rl1l&'. ~ ~ ,-I I'I~ .".il/." !iv1~"''lr'''T;'71( 
V:tAlf' ' .,!, " , " " 

~'~: VE It~ , 
tt-.... :.:;.. 
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,h~ COmmentaries of liieroclo8" QII 

VE RS ES XIV, XVf and XVlr 

Obftrvi 'wIlt, in t'JJ'r.! Oc~".fim; what J 4111 
going to tIll thtl. . _ ' 

LIt no 4fa~,tithtr by his /l7fJrds, or bJ hil' 
. .dflions, Ivet fldllce thee. . 

!yor i.n~i!' thee i~:fay or tl do 'lJ!hat is 1IIJt 
. Jrofiltl1!ll for thte.· " 

T· HIS is a Precept of g~eral EUeDt, an~ much 
i . ,.the fame with that already given in the eleventh 
and twelfth Venes: Nn,r commit All, jIJrIlHIfol Jla,~. 
fI'" ",ither with otber s,' nor i" Ir;"'." hi thy ftlf, .,.. 
"b0111 Ail thi"gs r'.ffi~ tb, ftlf; for the Man who 
has Je~mt to refpeCl h~~lf. ~nd who neither alone 
nor in Company, wiU dare to commit the leaft'1bam~ 
rul Allion, but out" of Refped to' the R earon he has· 
lvithin hi~, aad to whofe Government and COD
dua: he has re6gn'd himfelf, baniihes far from him 
the very Thoughts of fuch -AtHons, he alone, I 
(ay, is in a Condition to obey this Precept, Let,,(1 

Jl!~ b~ MAlI ,wg r~ thu~either '" ~s.Words N. II] h~' 
ZfVlfo/f JtlJions·: For he alone i$incQpable of being cheated . 
w",,:7s in- andmia:.led, who having a due (enfe.of his NobJe- • 
~~lt 'f /.nefs and Dignity, fuffers nQt himfelf to be cajol'« 
.';"1 fu ... by Flatteries, nor intimidated by Threats~ what, 
f~tI. ever EndeavQurs are us'd to that Purpofe, either by 

,his Fr.iends or by his Enemies: \ Fer the Word q 

MAli includes all Men whoever they be, a Father~ 
a Tyrant a Friend, aD Enemy. And the diiferent 
Ways of deceiving proceed eithel from Words or 
ftoR:l Actions; from the Words of.thofe that Ratter. 
or threaten, and from the ~a:ions of thofe that of.. . 
fer Bribes~ or that fet before us Pains' arid Puni1h ... 
~ents, :A.~inft all thefe things therefQre let us keep' 

o\u: 
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tlit Goltlt'n rer/eJo! Pythagoras. 2. 7 ~ 
Qur Soul well firengt4en'd'imd fortify'd by found 

, Reafon, to the end it may Ilfither be wheedled nor 
inflav'd' by any Accidents that can happen from a,::, 
broad, whether- delightful or painful:, For found 
Reafon having ,~fi:ablifu'(r Temperance and Forti- T""~ 
tude in the Soul. as two Guards that are always r;::,;::: 
lVatchfuJ, aDd c;anQot be corrupted, will preferve th, '" ' 
us from. being ever feduc'd, either by the Charm. GIIII,.Js'f 
t>f Delights, or by the Dread of things that are th,Sotd. ' 
ferribIe;' and this it is that pro~uces the exalt J u- Whllt;s thf. 
ftice, whi~b the Foet haf:a]r~~~y com~anded us ~::C1 ... 
to obferve In our Words. and u1 our Altions. :By J1in. ,. 
t~is mt"clns no Man, whoever he be, will ever pr~ 
'Vail with us to commit the leaR ABion, or to let 
drop the leall Expreffion, that is not confonant 

_ to, righ~ Reafo~; for if we rerpelt Our felves above 
aU things. 'ti~ evidennhat nO,Ma~will appear to us 
to be more worthy to be re(pea:~d or fear'd than 
our felves, that he ~ould'induce us to do or fay 
Iny thing cOntrary to om,' Duty, both which are 
hurtful to the Soul; and whateyer is hurtful to it 
is hurtful to us, for the Soul is our felves. There-

, Jore thou oughtefl throughly ,to. underfiand this 
Saying. Whit' # not profitAhl, for ,hee, and refer 
this Pronoun, the,. to what thou truly art; for if 
thou underHand this Precept aright, Let no M""~ 
either IIJ his Hirds or IIJ his .Amons, ,.",r fldtH, thee; 
'nor ;ncline thee 10 d, Dr to fl] 'What ;s n.' profitAble 
for the" and if thou. properly fpeaking, art th~ rea-' 

. fonable Soul, thou wilt never fuffer, if thou art .All thi, 
Wife~ any thing that can, be prejudicial to thee, DoBrin, 'I" 
thee, I fay. who art. a rational Bei~g; for thou a~ ~t;;~ 
r.roperly the Soul. The Body 15 Qot thee. 'ds cibfades 1/ 
~hine; ( A) and all exterior things are neither PJato,. 
~ ; , , thee"" '' _ _ tim;"."; 

_II,;r •. 

(II) Nothing is moretrue,OflJote folidtban this Di~in~ion.P-·" 
..9fr Sow is 0\ll' fclvcaJ ou(8ody IS ours. and all the re1bulClther . 

,.. , ".'" , ~ 

, I 
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. ~'7 2. tbe C01IJf1Ientari,s· oj 1-iierD~les, 1m, 

thee nQr thine, but they belong, tG fomething ~t 
is thine, that is to fay, to thy Bodr- . . 

If thou diftinguith and divide in this manner aU' 
thefe things, thou wik never confound them; tholl 
wilt difcover what the ElTence of Man truly is; 
and by taking not for it, either the Body, pr the 
things Exterior to the Body, thou wilt not trouble 
thy felf for this Body, nor fpr.what belongs to it, 
as thou wilt do for thy Celf; to the end that fuch a 
miftakcn Care and Concern may not inveagle thee 
mto a love of the Bpdy' and of Riches; for while 
we are abfolutely "i'gnQrant what we are our felves, 
we ihan be ignorant likewife of the Care we ought 
to take of thing~, and thaU rather take care of any 
thing than of oW" (elves, which pcverthelefs ouglit 
to be our chief Concern. 

And indeed, if the Soul be what makes ufe of the 
Or.""h, Body, ff the Bod}' ferve as ian IDllrUlIleDt to the 
c"':' ,.. Soul, aDd jf alt oth.er things were invellted in fa,;. Z::::"III0 your of this Inftrument, . and for the Cupport of its "lIghl:: Naturt', which daily decays and perithes, 'tis ma~ 
I"'p'fo II nifeft that our chi~f and firft Care ought to be fol;' 
~ ~~'IJ'S that which is chief and firft, and our next Care for 
:.:: :;~", that which holds the fecond Ragle. . The Wife 
H"lIlh. Man therefore wilJ never negleCt hi~ Health; not 
"If'hlll.,,, that he giveS the firft Rank V> the Body, or takes ,"'1." it for his pr.incipal Part, . but tbat he mat preferve 
f;'':':' it in a. Condition to fupply all tbe Wants of the SouJ~ 
fllws ;. and to obey all its Orders without any hinderance: 
c-1! ,f "'- And 'Iamy bis third Care wiJI be for what' is third 
't:t. in Order, and he will govern with Prudence and 
:'ii!;,. o Economy all exterior thiDg~~ that ferve to the 
«." ,,;,hI Prefervation of the Inftrument, which is his Body. 
" hlnJ' ,~ -Thus his chie~ Qr to f-.y qetter. his only Care fP411 
~;1."'he beJor his Soul, feeing the Care we have of ~the~ 

thlDgs~ 

------------------------------us nor ours. but belongs to what is ours. This is ~Y ~e~nftra • 
. ted by PlAt .. is the fint Aleill~1 j and upon this Ennaplc ~~ 
f.V'dllS grounded all~P~ilofoph!. 
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" the GolJen Perfel 0/ Pythagoras.. 2.; j 
thing!; next to the Soul, is only for'the fake of the 
Soul, and tends alene to its Pretervation and Profi,t. 
Now whatever is foreign to-Virtu(>, is what this ,J 

Verfe here expreffcs by there Words; what""er u 
1Iot prtlftt.ble for thte. If Vltue is profitable (or , 
thee; whatev:er is not Virtue will be ufelefs, . nay 
pernicious to thee. We are therefore advis'd td' 
throw u~' as it were a Rampart arpund us for the 
Prefervation and Defence of Virtues, by rhim who 
tells us that we ought never to obey them that ufo 
their utmoft Endeavours to make us fwerve from, 
VinufO, (b) ~ith what ACtions and Words foever 
they accompany their Perfuafions, and Jnllances. 
'For Example, rtever let a Tyrant, whether he make 
large Promifesf or in reality perform them, whether 
he endeavour to·fuake Qur Confiancy with Threat~; 
or to force us by Punithments; , never let a Perfon 
who preteads to be a Friend, tho' he hide his ill 
Defigns under the ,outward thew snd appearancet 
.of die moll: tender Friendthip, never, I fay, let 
any of thefe prevail with lis to deviate from what 
is ufeful ~o the Soul. Now the only things profi- Th, lin!! 
table to it are Virtue and Truth. Thou wilt there- thin IS llji~ 
fo~e b~ ou~ of,the reach of all Frauds and ?f ~ll De-!::::::: 
celts, 'If knowmg thy own Effence, what It lS, and Virltle IInJ 
to whom it refembles, thou always· take all poffibJe Truth. 
Care to preferve that Likenefs, and if thou regard Th, gr'lIf. 

every thing that can efface 01' change it as the guat- ~ LOfs II 

eft Misfortune can happen to thee, andasthegreatefr hJl::~:':o , 
Lofs thou canll t:lOdergo. And there is nothi,?g bur Iojih;sL;I"~ 
what is not profitable for thee', that can make thee 7I,ft_ilh 
lofe this Divine Liken'eis. Seeing theretor~, what- GIIII. 

f:ver 

(6) I have added .Ith 7I1hllt Wtn'ils, accOrding to the Copy 
c.'ompar'd with the Manufcripts. ,The ManufcriJ't of Flor,."" fup
plies likewife the· filme Words, atid reads the whole Patl3ge thus, 
~N ~JAlV il~ le2'liIv Ii ".,6'Y'!v .f '1iTeJt Tt 'X..HeJ~ '9M-7re'lf'dg"" ""':'.' 
bw~ '1iTf}g'tt"iJ.jtll 'Ttul "Ill"". 
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17 4- ~t Commentaries oj Hierocies, ,m 
ever keeps up this Likenefs in us, mull be for ou~ 

BDthinl ill Advantage, I would fain know what Offer can be 
~his WDrlJ made us of V ~lue and Moment enough to make us 
::::::::: renounce fo divine a Good .. Are the Riches that 
"(;IIne, th, may be promis'd lis. ~r thore we may be threaten'd 
#Uilll lhall be taken from 11$ of equil Contern ~ We ate 
l.ihllrfi· taught by the' DiCl:ates of fOWld Reafon how we 

ought to receive Ri~hes, and how to part with 
them. Befides, we know the Inconnancyand the 
Uncertainty of \iUthefe tran6tory Goods; for 
though I thould not lofe them in this br that man • 
ner, (c) but defend them br~vely againfi: Tyranny 
and Uftirpation, may they not be taken from· me 
by a Thien ·(d) May I Dot tofe them by Ship
wreck ~ An« thould I keep them fafe from Rob
bers, aDd f~orn the Perils of the Sea, how many 0-

:fb, 'wlMn- ther ways are there for lofing them~ (,) Let us :; ~t i-:nagine ~ne that is v~ry reafonable. I mean, fo.r the 
;s ""i'lIII- fake ofVlrtUel that IS, to exchange ~ our Rlcbel 
fIi. . for a voluntary Poverty. attended with Hon~y, 

. by divefHng oUr felves of all for very good R.eafons~ 
(f) and by purchafing Virt\le at a much higher 

Price; 

(e) TheTextfays, B"'fofof1im,Jthri"l.Dj;';;th~. But 
~ my Opinio\l tne Matter J1ere in queftion was not to bear the 
Lofs of our E/lates, rather when it happens one way than when ~ 
happens another. Itdl:ead of _!k-'v,," ~ read ~lt.~H,,·, whicn 
i. a great improvement tg the Senfe. . The Manufcripts are of 
ho help, to us in this Place. . . 

(d) ~addedthefeWords which I took from the Manufcript 
. bf FlorIne" which reads, J.~tUe"Q""; /14/1":)1/011 i,UTd. Ii '1I"d.';' 

estl('tlQ"t.,. . . . (.> SincethcGoods of this World are fo ttanfitory-. and ther.e 
are to many ways of loling them in fpight of us, let us fIlel. 
ter Our felves from there LaKes, by imaginit\!t ODe Lors to. be 
more IKible than all the otlw-s; a LoiS for which Virtue will 
make usamends; tint is to fay. a voluntary LoiS in Exchange . 
for. good Works. This Idea is extreme1y fine. 
• (f) This too is a uoble Thought: He who gives his AU in 

. .' achance 
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the GoiJen Perfis of Pythagoras~ 
Price, than what we are ~ffer'.d to oblige us to l'Co; 
nounce it. .. ' 

But they will fet before·our Eyes Tormeqts and 
Death; :tis ealie to anfwe~ to thefe Menaces, (g) 

o that if we can but preferve our {elves, thefe Pu" 
niflupents will not fall on us, and can affect only, 
our Bodies. Now when the Body dies~ it fuf
fers nothins that- is con~rar, to N ature~ for 'tis na
turally fUfJett to Death; It may be burnr, cut to 
pieces, and is-expos'd to a thoufand Racks, a· thou .. 
fand T&rtures, that aDifeafe may make it luKer i. 
a more violent degree than a Tyra~t; Why then do 
we fly from what it is not in our Power to avoid~ • 
And why do we not'rather preferve what it is in 
our Power to keep ~ As t.o. our mortal Part, do 
what we can~ (h) we iliall never preferve it from 
Death, tQ which Nature has condemn'd it;aJ1d as 
to our immortal Par~, that is to fay, our Soul and 
our felves, we may adorn and imbelIi1h it by Vir
tuet. exc(!p.t we futFer our (elves to be terrify'~,~.nd 
unlefs we ~re dejected at the Thoughts of the Death 
with which we are threattn'd. (i) But if we fuf-

o •• ' ler 

~xchange for Virtue, is not in danger of renouncill/t it on the 
'femptatiOll of any Rccompence, or of any Ofters that can be 
made him; tor he gives more to have it than others can of-. 
fer him to induce him to renounce it. He whoforfakeshisAlL; 
forfakes more than can be offer'd him. Ifhe had what is of. 
fer'd him. he would give that Iikewife. . 

(g) Or according to the Utter: If.", elln Imp fofoly thlll 
_hieh is tIS. The Manufcript of Flor"," inftead of -n Ii
P-"'" reads very well ~ ';fA-;:f. this ,",~hat is to fay, our 
Soul. 

( h) The Word of the Text, e~w/TtU, is corrupted; and 
yet 'tis in the Manufcriptso I believe the Correilion of Dr. 
$Mvi",i to bo undoubtedly right j he has correCted it c..t-
"W/TaA, ~~ It"p, ,~ /II'lJI. . . 

. (i) Himel,s here acknowledges that a Ifood Callfe is 
·alone the Merit. of a &ood Death. and he gives the Rea'" 

{on 
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2. 7 6 1 he Ctmmletzt4ries of Hietodes, on 
..T& ,wi-. fer Death for a good Caure~ we 1haJl then adort. 
"""['f,'" and illullrate the Neeeffity of Nature by our COD* -:;!J ~tDCy, a.nd by the Uprighmefs of our W~ll and ~f 
cMJi. our ChOice. Thefe are the greateR thlDgs that 

one Man can offer to another to feduce and terri
fic him. But what is within U5 is fi'e~~ and fub
jea to no Man~ unlets we pleafe otfr felves, and un
Jefs through an inordinate Jove of the Body and of 
exterior things, we betray and enfiaveeOur Fr~e
dom, by felling the Goods of the SOul for. the vile 
Prite of a momentary Lift', and of Riches that will 
certainly perifh. This Precept therefore exhorts 
us to do in all Oceaflons the things that can alone 
{eeure Virtue in us, and rivet it to tis in fuch a 
manner, that it may not be ravilh'd from us neither 
by Violence, nor by Fraud; let us now go on with 
the following Precepts that have an evident Con .. 
Dexion with this. _ 

.. 1'. 

. . 
(08 of ~t: Nothing can ennoble aDd render renown'd the 
Nccefiity of Nature, for thus he calls Death but Contlancy. 
tad the uprishtac6 of the Will aDd of Choice, 

• • 

VER.SBS 

Digitized by Google 



the, Golden Perfil of' Pythagoras. 

V £' R' S E S XXVII, XXVIII, and 
xxix .... " , 

.eg»/alt and 'DeJiher~;e "efortthou Ail,. 
that thou ma})/' not (,'01ll1llit fpolijh, . 
Al1i.,ns. 

, For. 'tis the PArt flf a ~iftr,,"/e Ma. If) 
. ./peak and If) as without Rtjlefli()n. 

. But 'do that which will not a.!flifl thet: 
afitTWards, ~(}r' ohlige thee tf) RepeTJ-: 
tance. . 

W ISE. 'attd PrudendJeJiberation isthe MothetiPiji N ; 
ofVirruesiand perfeds and prefervesrhem,l,lIJnJt 

infomuch that 'tis their Mother, their Nurfe, arid ;;{"~:J. 
their Guard;, for'when we confult quietly within M~h": 
our felves what Courfe of Life we ollght to fO~low,.·N"'fo~ 
we chufe Virtue for the fake of its Reaw:y_ After:Gtur,J of 

• this Choice, the Soul. lbengthen'd by t.bi$ Conftd.;Yi,,·,s. 
tatioD, encounters and·fupports all Tbils and Con-
Bids on acc01;lnt of Virtue. and beingalreadyac-. 
cullom'd to the Poifeffion of honelt,and excellent 
thi~! •. it preferves. its J udg~ent fo~nd and.intire· 
amidft the Troubles of the moll grievous Calami-
ties;' nor can any thing that comes from without-
to difcompofe and difmay it, ever oblige ina ch~nge. 
j,ts Opinion, fo far as to believe that there can be' 
any other happy. Courfe of Lile, but that which of 
its own free· Motion .it chofe and embrac'd, after· 
having jl1dg"d it to be the bell and moll excellent. 
Hence it comes, that there are three (en6b'e Ef- ih", E/
feas df wife Deliberation. Firft, theChoite of Itlls of.tfr 
the beR: tife; fecondly, tbe Pta8:ici: of the Life we 't:'j.,,":' 

. have chofen; and thirdly, a conllan~ and aaa. Ob- til,.. 
(ervance .of what we had weiland wifely refolv don. 

. 1r. 1rhe 
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~7 8:. 'ne Comt(ientaries of Hierocles, on 
The 6rft of thefc three Effects is the Reafon that 
precedes the Execution of what -we defire to do, 
and that lays, as I ma.y fay ~ the Principles of the 
AtHons. The -fecond is· the Reafon that acco~pa· 
nies the Executioo, and that accommodates and lld-

, 

jafts before hand each particular Action to the Pri~ 
.. riples that prcCiede it. 'And the third is the Rea

fon that foHows the Execution, and examining each 
4a:iQn we blve done, ju. whether it was well 
done~ and as it ought; for in aU things whatevcr~ 
the :ihining B~~ of Wife and Prudent Delibera
tion i~ ~minentl}' confpicuous. Sometimes it pro
duces Virtues; fometimeS it nouriihes and per
feCtsthem, and lailly ~tiswatdlful topreferve them; 
( /I) fo that 'tis it felf the Beginning, the MjddJe~ 

. ..·~:the End oEaD good. Things. In wifc>De1ibe
ration we 6nd a Deliverance from all our Ills; 'and 
'by it, and it alone, we a~ enabled to briDg the 
Virtues to PerfeCtion.. For ours being an iDtelli~: 
gcot NAture, and confeqacndl capable to cOnfult 
and deliberate .. and inclining Ofits own free.Will 
and Choice~- to'takeagood or a bad Adviee.; if it 
chufes weD, the ~ Life it embraces, .pnferv.~ its· 
E(fence. untainted; whereas j£ it makes: a Choice 
",ithout lleafon, tbat' Choi(.'e COlTUpts it IS much, 
as .iQ it Iyes.. Now ~ Corruption .of whit is im- . 
JQOrtaI is Vice,· the Mother, whereof is· r""".ii] , 
which this Verfe, commands tis: to avoid,.. . ,11M; wi· 
_,_ f";",,,;t [ .. lifo ,.d£Iiolu; . and dic·fooJilh: 
AtiiOns are the wicked and ill AlDous; for t' 1i'Jt.. 
""J " .a without lltafbn and, wiibout .R.dleCtior$ . 
is. ,. PIIYt ~ llmif"..b14 M-, thatis to fay~ istlie' 

. . Nature'· 

. . (.) I have f,Uow'd m ~P~ ther' ~icript of· 
7liw11l&I, that ~ ui~ than 'the prJuted Text. for itrCads. 
it as follows, ",~ ifx~' 7& ~ 1-<"l1'li1/ '!1 7fJ\tln~' Z,tU ,;fI 
9&" ~Jc., 7'£111'; X~ 71W &reM-d.,.;"'.;v ""XAJV 
~ ./I,,, 7,-&"ns ~6"" i{IJ.' ~i'~" .!f :.,.w·W .tlf'W.: 
'T.~"~ , .. 
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. the Golde,,! Perfes of Pythagoras.' . 2. 7 '. 
Nature of a wicked Man. But if thou don. deli-

- .berate before thou act, thou wilt never commit any 
of thefe foolilh Actions; which can only ferve· to 
aHli~afterwardsthem who have ad:ed nthly; and 
without Confultation; for Repentance evidently . 
demonfuates the badnefs of the Choice~ of which . 
Experience has Ihewn tbee the difadYQDtag.. (iJ) As 
on the- contrary the Effe6Cs of good Confultation 
:Ire an Evidence of the goodnefs and of the f~fety .. 
of the Choice, by proving even by the very: AdiODS . 
themfelves the Advantages that refult.from tkem. I 
18y the Adv~ntage.s, not in relation to the Body, 01' 

to any extenor things; but to our felvest the Ad
vantag~ that accrues to us, who are here co~n.,": 
ded to '.lIfolt bifo7'e 'Wfllct, and to do .,,1] tblAS;", . 
• 111 thAt wilt 'lot Afflict NS IIftenvilrds; that is to fay, 

, thAt 'Wilt ",t Afft;F1 ONr SONIs, For what Advantage . 
is.it to a Man to heap up vaG Riches :by Perjurie'j 
Murthers, and by aU forts of other ill Action$! What 
wiN he gain by exterior Riches, if he leave his Soul. 
in Poverty, and in the extreamefi: Indigence of the' 
only Goods that can be ufeful to it ~ To be 1Je.' 

, fides reduc'd to the wretched flatc of In(enlibility, 
'Nhich increafes his Mifery; or, if the Ch~cb of
his Confcience awaken in him a Senfe·ofhisCriri1a. 
to fuffer unfpeakable TortQres in his Soul which re
fult fro~ that Remorfe; to be Night and Dar in 
continual dread of the Pun.ilhmcnts of HelJ, ana to' 
find no other Remedy to his Ills than to have re- , 
courfe to the Hopes of Annihilation ~ For futh .is . 
the miferable Condition to which he is red#c''',. 
that he endeavours to heal one. Evil by another, and -

T a think 

. '(1) Intiead--of ti.C1I"rlt.r I had.~4e~'of tIlC.,,£«,.-. 'be- . 
came the Series of ~ Difcourfe-Tifihlf fequir'd it; but after
wards I found it in the Margin of t& Copy that had _ 
c:Ompar'd wit:h tkC Mnufcripts, and in the Min'ilfcript ~f ~~. 
'''"'. . 
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~ 8 0 De C01lltilmtat'ies of Hi~roCles, on 
Tht W¥i- thinking by the Death of his Soul to be freed from 
,J h""r .. the Punifhments due to his Crimes, he condemns 
:;:~::'h himklf to be nothing after Death, (c) that he may 
tI/,htSItll. avoid the Torments which the Thoughts ofthe !aft 
"1ft riJ.! Judgment fet before his Eyes .. Fcr the Wicked :ht Dr'~ would not have his Soul Jmmortal, leO: it Jhoukl 
1Ij',:~:.live in tbe other Life only to fuJfer tbere. And in 
nij/nMnls this Thought he anticipates the Sentence of his 
J~" thlir Judge, and condemns himfeJf to eternal Death, as 
~~ Iru .f it were not juft that a wicke<! Soul fbould have 
_e::' ally Exiftence. And this Wretch who by his 
_1IItIS his Rafhnds and Folly has precipitated himfelf into Vice., 
$,111. I. Ji, (J) palJ'es a Sentence againft himfelf, cenformable 
;;.~;.,,", to his Wickedne~ and Crimes: But 'tis not the 
IIflll}lk,. tame thing with the Judges of Hell, for they give 
'P"thtPy- SenteDce according to the Rules ofTEuth, and pro-
~~r;: nounce not that the Soul pught to be no more, but 
.;.~s that it ought to be no longer Vicious; and they 
II/H,/lt.", endeavour to amend and to heal it, by ordering, 
."",,,,,,.. Punithmenu for the Cure of Nature, as Phyliciaos 
r-'1. by Cauflicks anti Incifions cure the moO: malig-

nant Ulcers. . Thefe Judges puoifh Crimes in or
der to drive away Vice by Repentance; nor do 
they annihilate the EfJ'ence of the Sou), (,) and.re
dIKe it to be no morer on the contrary,. they rc-

ftore 

----------------------~~----------
( t) The' Manufalpt of pJ.,.",el has tery wel1 ieflor>d thiS' 

PI4lIige. for inftead of ,u-yrw. which can have nothing. to do 
here!. it J'cads ,u),li. t. lWIiJ. ttl fly f,,,,,. , 

(J) For he condemns his Soul to be no more. The Manu
fcript ofFllrmer. inltead of .J,,6TAlr tl~i1eJ ft.". reads ~,,6TIUC 
JA.'l1e1.,. lite. P"f[u • S""1IIe1l prDpwliDnMU t. his C,im,s; 
which comes to the lime Scare. 

(,) I have hcre foUow'd the Leittcm that IfowidintheCopy 
. th;&t has beea comF'd .with the Manufcripts. and which I· 
th~ well wortli the retaining: For jnftCad of ~iMO' I';' 
"""'''-Y01l7.r. ,I there found tlu' ';r -nl .:t,1IA ,uMO, t1J'Ud.-. 
jlo,1tr. and I am plc:as'd to fcc this Addition cop6rm'd by the 
Mamtfcript of 'Pt.;IWII. ' 
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.' the Golden Perfes of Pythagoras. 
ltore it to its true Being. by purging it from all 
the Paffions that corrupt it. For the very Elfence 
of the Soul is in danger of being annihilated and 
dellroy'd, when fwerving from its good, it pIuiJ.! 
ges it,felf (f) into what is contrary to its Nature. 
And when it returns 'to what is confona~ to its 
Nature, it finds again its Being, ~lOd reco\'ers its 
primitive Purity, which it had deprav'd and cor-
n~pted by the Mixture and Drofs eSf the Paffions. 

2. 81 

We ought therefore above all things to endeavour 
, not 'to lfin at all; but when we have linn'd. we lnnncence 

ought to embrace the Puniiliment, as the fole Re- 'oft by S/~. 
medy for our Sins, and as what will correa: our Raili. an: ~eg(u
nefs and our Folly by the falutary Succour of Pru- ;:ntllnc:e• 
d~nce and, of Reafon. For the Innocence we loft by lind by II 

SIO, we recover by Repentance, and by the good lood uJe. of 
Ufe we' make of the Puniiliments with which God the Punijh-
h l1 ' {i , fl.' , ments Df 

C am es us to reJDnate us 10 our Integrity. God, 
Repentance is the heginning of Philofophy, the Repentance 

avoiding of all (ooliili Words and Actions, and is, t~e be
the firfi ,Step of a Life that will no more be fub. g'~~ng of 
ject to Repentance: For he who prudently delibe- Wi;.om. 
rates before he acts, never falls into involuntary 
and unforefeen Troubles ~nd Misfortune~ , nor ever 
..commits unwittingly any Actions whofe Gonfe .. 
quences and Events he has Reafon to apprehend: 
But he difpofes of the prefen t time, and prepares 
himfelf to receive whatever can , happen contrary 
to his Expectation: T 'herefore neither th,e Hope 
of what we' call Goods makes 11im renounce his 
re~Goo~, nor does tl;te Fear,of Evils incline him to 
commit ,real Ills: (g) But -having his Mind conti. 

, ' T 3 nually 

(j) In -the Text. in!l:ead of d'lc£ i ~~ ~ ~n ~tj. ~J(m ~-
7lj7r'ii~ , it ou~ht to be J',c£ i .,;~ ~ ~I' xJ1 oJ'T'V CM-7lj7r'ii~ : 
Or if ~ be retain'd, the Negative mull: be blotted out. This 
Fault is in the Manu[cripts. . • 

/g) In the Manufcript of Florence, in!l:ead of 'Ud~ 1lN 0~
.¥~ x,ctVOVct~, to th. Di'r;in. Rules, there is 'Ue~~ T 0sal', to God. 

I, 
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,;82. to The· Commentaries (Jf Hierocles, . ~ 
I1U4l1y bent on the Rules that God' has prefcribtd', 
he (quares his whole Life accordipg to them. . 

But that thou may'll: know mofl: affuredly that 
rtis the. pan: of a miferabJe Perfon indeed to· fpeak 
and to aCl: without Reafon, behold M,d,. dep)o~ 
ring her Miferies on our Theatres.. The Fury of 
a fenfelefs Amour fpurr'd her onto betray her Pa
,ents~· and to run away with a Foreigner; at length 
finding her felf contemn'd and forf'aken by him, 
Ibe thought her Misforttines infupportable, and in 
.that Thought {he breaks out into' this Impi"e~ation, 

\ ' 

(h) Let Hell'V'ns dire ThNnder on mJ Hu4 IJ,hNrl'a! 

'After which 1he falls to cop,mitting the moll: hei .. 
nous of Crimes. In the Brll: place, 'tis unreafona~ 
ble and foo~i1h in her to pray that wilat is done 
~ight be und~ne; and then like a fenfelefs diftraa:. 
ed Perfon indeed, flIe thinks to heal her Ills· by 0-

~her IIls; . hoping to eJface the Beginning of her 
.Miferies by a yet ~ore miferable End? -(y ~r· 

IDe. 

(h) :nus verfe it in the J4,'~. of Bur!piJ(s. The intire p~ 
uge runs'thus: . . . 

AT J. I',¢ fl.'; K,£~dJ..~~ 1p~5~ ¥eq.vl'et 
BtUtr • .,.~ :1 fl.'; (liv ~S"I K,ffl'@- j . 

41eu, ~eii. ~d.VrJ:TOJ 1f,.:J~IJ"cifJ.«"" • 
BII] rlv q'1J Hes4' 'liTI!:IN7r';ITd.. 

(I) This). not in the printed Text j but I fOund it in the: • 
Margin of the Copy that had been cotDpar'd with the MamJ-' 
fcripts. 'Tis manifeft Hi",cZ.s writ it; beftdes 'tis very ncccf
fary for compleating the Scnfe: Tlu) rf' d'II~'d.~ J.f~n, df,d.
.A~lpfjl'. ;!., .,.t,AtiI ~ele;", ,'7rtU,I'0lto,fd. iTMe,j"1rE;;"a --J..CIlh,t' 
"1ftUI'O'1f'OITd.1' tLfVIIIJ.il'tr: Which IS a Thought·~1 fiDe., 

. apd Word for Word in lAt;,,: Prineipitnp T,mlritlitiS .. ~ , 
,1II1It jiM prj"i. jINIt"", }iImwtts. tmi',IIIi";"'" in,{tiu ~) 
,,,,,,,, ,.",.II1'II. ThIS is the way Of MeD; whea they. 

. : bare 
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. ' . 
. the Golden 'Yerfes of Pytba~o~as .. !z.8j. 

1he madly endeavours by the Munher of. her 
Children. to attone for. her Marriage, . to which .. ' 
file haq confented ralhly and withoUt Reflection.. . 

And if you have a mind to' fe~ how Homer's 
Aga;n,mllo" behayes himfeJf,you 'will find that 
Prince, when he is punilh'd for not having bridled 
~is Rage, crying out with Tears in his E,yes, 

, . 
~I'" loft! ""Jo"et 4"d 4IJ "'1 Strl1lgth forfok..es mt. ~~isJl''''fo 

, . ' . • IS lit th, 

A· d' h ill St f h' Affi' h ch . t'nth. Bo,1t . n JD t e.. ate 0 IS aus, e quen cs If fh, llias. 
with'a Flood of Tears that Fire of hisEy~ which 
Jlage had kindled' in his·Profperity. '. . . 

'. This is the Life of, every f09liOl and inconli. 
derate Man. Hi'is driven and tofs'd to an'd fro by 
contrary Paaions: .Infupportable' in, Pro[perity.d.e .. 
Jetted inAdverfity~ . Imperious and!llaughtywhen 
he hopes, cowardly and crouching when he Jears~ 
In a Word, not hiving the geqe~ous 'Contlancy 
that prudent Deliberation infpires, he veer~ abou~ 
with every Blaft of Fqrtune. . 
. That we therefore may not fumilh the Publick 
with thefe Sorts df ScCllCS, let us take found lteafon 
for our Guide in' all our Actions, imitating Socra-
tel, who fomewhere fays~ roN klto?u that I a", "ot' '. 
1I0?U"'." b'g~1I to ac~"jfom mj ftlf (kr "ot to of,,] any 
of m'lne, ,xcep' the R,afo" 'Which after d"e Exam; .. 
IIIIt;o" appears to b, 1110./1 i"1l and lI,right. By this 
Expteffion. a,,] of m;lIe, he means .·all his Senres. 

, " T4 And 

ha~e once aaed without ~efleaion, .thq.~deavour to covel 
their .FauTts by other Faults. t~t. are o~ .greate:. The. Mar 
~ufcnpt ofFlMme, q>nfirms tlle Addit}on of this Pa1l3.ge. , 

(') This P411ige is in the 'C,il" of PlAt,l. 'Twasrequifite to 
tranfiate. it litelilln,. becal,lfe 9f ·the Expli~tiOD' of Hi~Dr.leS. 
which woUld otherwife have b~~. obfcure •.. And I am of ().,. 
pinion that ~ny ~ Thoughts· of there ''phi~orQphers Il~ 
loft. w~ the~ T~~tor~ keep JlOtcI~f~ ~Of!&h to tP.e~. 
tel. . . . 
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2.14 'Ih, Commentaries of Hicrod~, Qn, 

, . 
Th, P./i: And indeed all the Tliings tbat are given us (I) tQ 
0111.","',: be fUQfervient .to Reafon, as Anger, Lovf', Strife. j::;:::'': and: even the Body. it felf, w~ich is to ferv,e as' an ''I B,I.fo~. lnilrument to aU· thefe Faculpes; al. thef~ things, 

. I fay, are ,.rs, but not .s; ~nd we qught to o~ 
tJ~y none of them, e'fcept, as Socrf."~ fays. , found 
ReafoD alone, that is to fay, the ra'tiopal p.jlrt of 
us, which is difpos'd accoraing to its Nature. Fo~ 
'tis tha~ alone can fee and ~ow what oug~t to be 
done and faid. Now to obey, found Reafon, and 
to obey God, are the fame thing; for our intelli .. 
gent fart beipg inlighten'd by the Irradiation that 
is natural and prQper to it, wills nothing but what 
ttle Law of GOd. requir~; and a Soul well difpo
fed acco"ding to God, is always of the fame Mind 

• wi~h God; ,aad 'whatever it. does, it ~eeps the 
Divinity, and the fplendid Brightnefs that furrpund 

Hieroclel it, always in its Sight. Whereas the Soul difpos'd 
• ~tmS 't in a tontrary manner, ,nd that is intent on wh,at is 
r:~ I:~ out of God, and full of Darknefs, is carry'd here 
from .",h", and there as it were at a Venture, and wander, 
5ocra~es without keeping any cenainRoad,. being delli
~ ;'iJ: ~ute of V nderllant!in~, and fallen from God; which 
ades. ~re the only .true Rule. of all. that is great and 
(iN"" g~od~ . , ., . 

Rtll.!tm ~~ There ar.e the great and infinite Advantages that 
:;'z,t" ~I ~rifefrom.prude~t ~n.d wife Deliber~tioD~ (~) 'and 

th~ 
" , 

(I) I have in this Place likewife follow'd the Amendment. 
with which the Copycompar'd with the Manufai=~ 
·me, and that·I aftaWards found t.'OIIfirm'd by the ' 
of PiM'me.. Inftead of 'lreh C:'7IJfitrlttv TtiJ} AOUltW), they 
bqth of them read .. &~ ti'lrlltEtrlttJI Tii Aojilt'ii .trllt. t. flrw 
'h, r:,,,!~lt lIJ/i'"" Bi"«I,, fays very ~ ~ the Paffi
ODS are given as Helps to Reafon f but then ~ muft be her 
SCnants. not her Maftcrs. . 

(m) This likewife is added to the Text in the Copy compa
red with the Manufaipts. and in the Manufciipt of FI4rI.,r~ 
where we. read ~ ,f i,ttmttr J'ltt9inlil~ .;& It,,": ~ ~ "" t. ~- )0. ,IR f#IIIMrJ Difl'fit;",. 
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~ the Golden Yerfos of Pythagora,~ :. 8 f . . 
J:he great Mifchiefs. that neceffarily follow T eme-
rity and want of RefleCtion.. But befides all thefe 
great Advantages of which we have fpoken~ " con-
folt before we Aei produces one mo~e of vall Im
portanc~~(,,) which is> that it chec;ks ~U the Mo,,:, F,,,4,,,, 
Jions of Opi~i90, brings us 'to the true K;Q9wledgc c._jldtllt;. 
of things, . and makes us Jead a 'Life that cannot fail ~ ~x~/.ul 
JO be moll pleafant, finee it mull be moll jull and 1I~::k:ltQ . 
good; .as will appear by what followSoKnndtJg •• 

. (n) Opinion grounding it felf only on A ppear:inces of Truth. 
that have been little examin'd into, is·like a ~ckfand; bat 
Knowled~e repofing it {elf on Certainty and on Truth. has a . 
{olid and fix'd Foundation. SOC1'IItIS and PlA,. have. hy a very 
jull:Comparifon, made lI'anifell: the Diflerence there is betweeq 
Knowledge and Opinion. D,JIfIzu made two forts of walk-

. ing Statues; one fort of them had a great Spring, which fropt 
them when one would, and the other had not, fo that when 
they were: once fet a going, they went to the End of their 
Cord, and could not De lI:opt before. Now they compar'd O
pinion to thofe Statues that never ~opt, for Opinion never 
fiops, and has nothing to fix it: But when 'tis boUnd and fix'd 
I>y Reafons taken from the Caufes that the Light of God di. 

. fcovers to us, this Opinion then becomes Knowledge. and is 
. fix'd and frable, as were the Statue6 abov~mention'd, to which 

that chief Sprin~ ""'as a~ded. . . 

V E R S E S . XXX, and XXXI~ 
Never do any thing which thotltlofl npt 

un,tlerfland; . 
Bllt learn all thou ought'fl to know, and ~1 

that means thou wilt leaa a very. plea-
font Life. . 

J 

N O T to undertake the Things we do not uno: ' 
derlland, will hinder us· only from comqlit

ting' of Errors; but to learn that which leads to a 
gi>Od Life, not ·only prevents us from (Daking 

Faults~ 
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'2. 86 . '1£,. CotmIIentaries OJ Hjei~cles,. tinr liliiii 
Faults, but direds oqr 'Actions, ~d"gives us Suc': 
~efs in all our Undertakings: The Knowledge of 
our own Ignorance curbs ·the Temerity that Opi-
nion excites, and the Acqui6tion 'of- Knowledge. . 
{ecures. the Succefs bf all our E.nterprizes. Now 
there are two excellent things, To k....1IOW thAt we • 
• , t1lOW, and To),.", whAt we .r, igll,rlUlt ,f; 
and they are foUow'd by the heft and moG delici-
ous Life. But this deJicious Life is on]y for him 
who is free frem Opinion, and replenilh'd with 
Knowledge; (.) who·is not puff'd u.p with Vani-
ty on account of any thing that he knows~ and 

. who is deftrous to .Iearn wllatever deferves to be 
'.,tf~::t.~. ]nrnr. '(II) Now nothing defeI'Ves to be learnt 
~·'f II h but that which brings us to the divine Likeilefs; 
~":c~t: I but that which indines us to delibwte before we WI.'" Ii. aa,. that we mar not be guilty of any foolilh Actio. 
.",,,. ons ; but that wh~ch puts us in a Condition not to 

be deceiv'd and mifs-Ied by any Man, either by 
his Words~ or.by his Actions; but that which ca .. 
pacitates us to difcern the Difference of the Rea
fans and Arguments which we hear; but that which· 
makes us bear in Patience the divine Fortune, and 
thatfueplies us withM~anstomend it; (c) but that 
)Vhich teaches us not·to dread Death Dar Poverty, 

. and 

(.) This'is the Stumbling-hlock of the Learned; fuioKoow;. 
ledge i. apt lip puff Men up wit" Pride: But whoever reftc:as 
aever fo little. will think it mean to value himfelf on a thing 
that is fo confin'd and bounded, even in tbe moll: learned. 

(6) Who after.thii.will. boaft of th.e Sciences ofw~ch.Men 
are to fond. and that ·lnfpue therfi W1th fo l\luch Vantty? See 
here a Heathen, who acknowledges as well as Soerlltll. that. 
lIOI:hing deferves to be 1earpt, bttt what renders us the Image 
of God, and that forms God in us. 

(c.) Here wanted .. Word in the Text, which by good-For
tune'I fouOd fupply'd in: the Margin. of the Copy compar'd 

, with the Manufcripts, :md in the MaDUfaipt oflilrlTlN. ~ :r G""J.'n ~ ,""eu .9oC,,,,, 1'1"ti4~. ' . . 
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the. GolJen Yerfis of' Py.thagoras. ' 21 8'7' . 
and-to praliife Juftice; but that which makes U$' 

ftlllpcrate in all things that are caU'd Pleafures; but 
,that which. inllrucb us. in the Laws of Friendlhip,. 
~nd afthe Refpett due to mofe that gave us Lif;; 
andlaLHy, but that which file..,s us the Honour 
.andthe Wonhip we.ought to render to th~ fupe~ 
rior Beings. , ) . . L' - . .' 

Thefe are the. Things which this·Verfe tells urf 
that· we ought to learn~ 'and that they. are attended 
by a moll pleafant Life: For he who djftinguiilieslPlI."t.r,s 
himfelf by his Virtue~ ·enjoys Pleafures that are ne- O!v.,,,,UIU, 

foll 'd b R' ' nd h .. h permallllll . ver ow y,' epentance,a t at Inutate t e IUYirt", i,. 
Solidity and .Permanency of the Virtues that pro- it ftlf. 
PIre them. . For all Pleafure is naturally the Con- PI'4i-fur, ;s' 
fequeDee ()f fome Aaion, whatever it be: (J) Plea- Always ,h, 
fure,fubfiR:s not by it felf~ but arrives, when we do 1c:~ltI!a7J 
fuc,h or fuch an Attion., Hence it, is that Plea(ure 'l'l~~r' 
always follows the N atute of the ACtIOn t hat prod uees ,,1-'''')1 fll
it: TbeworlhAaionsproducetheworflPleafures,and lows ,h, 

the beR: ACt ions prodpce likewife.the beft Pleafures; .~atl;ll.of 
~o that r'he Virtuous furpalfes the ~icious bot only Ih=t pro: 
~n regard tp the Beauty of the ACtron, (e) but has 'w il. 

the 

(Ii) This is an-Article' of the DoCmne of Pyth/lgorlls, who . 
prov'd firll: of any that Pleafure has no. Exiftence, that is to 
fay, that it .exifts not by it felf. and that 'tis only the Sequel , 
and Effi:£l: of a11' Aaion~ . ;This M:stter is admirably treated in 
tht Phil,6tu of Pillto, where, $ocrattl fPeaks of the Pythllgo
rllms, . when he fays, ;t-r>:t ttif) nhvlk H~ rl.K:tly.bll.~ .:, d~ , ~ r." .\,-- t ,~, C n. N I \ ~ c;! . 
,-'Vilt'f ,,"'''', l$iTl II. 5' Hit .>1 '7tI lQIe!loTa.V II .. 'OVII', I(,OP.""~I i<' 
-I\.! I 9' ...... '" If.;' H , tl • tC r'" 
tl7',TI'" cr.1I·TIf1'IIV 'T il,gJ.9V Cl1fIX/:1fH1'1 p"rllHV 1IfJ.1I. 01' ....... 
Xcr.ec' ~:x.H'. HIWf "" not h,.rd it flid of Fleafur" Iha~ 'tis 
-'.1' II Gtnwllti"" 'MId th.t ther,' is i7J no "'ifo IIny Ex~'1'nt' 
.,. Plr"for,;' for lhis is' .. hilt- fom' polite /Inti i1JgeniolU Me" In • •. 
11Nf1M11' to JimonjIrlltl to t4S, IIl1d "', ollght tfl thMlk th,m for 
&.. '. 

",(,) How well this ddCribes the Blindnefs of Men' TheVi
daus gives hinrli:lf up to Vice, for the Love of P)ea{ure.; and ' 
the Pliafure he ~"isin6uiteIy inferior to that he would CD- : 

joy, if he app.ly'd hnnfeIf to Virtue: This he is going; to pi'OYe' . 
~ a vert folid MaDQel'. 
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2,·88 • The 'Commentarj~s.lJj. Hierodes, .;· ... l 
the Advantage of him too in' the Kind of tht J 
Pleafure, for the fake of which alone the vicious ! 

fcems to have plung'd hi~felf into Vice. '. 1 
And indeed. as much as one Difpofition is bet

ter than another Difpofition, (0 much too is one 
Pleafure preferable to another.Pleafure: Therefore, 
fftei~g a virtuous Life, in which vifibly appears 
the Likenefs Qf God, is truly divine; and feeing a . 
vicious Life is brutal and without God ; (f) 'tis I 

n. ph. evident that the Pleafure of the Virtuous imitates 
Ji.!" ·f th, and approaches· the divine. Pleafure, in foUowing 
lIirltlll,.~ the Dictates of the U nderfiaDding, and even God 
:C;;:"in, himfelf; and that th"ePleafure of the Vicious (for 
1;""",,",. I am content to call them both by the-fame Name) 

(g) imit~tes only ,the brutal Gratifications of a (en
iual Appetite, the Delight of Beafis. (h) For 
Pleafures and Sorrows change us, and alter our 
Conditions. (i) Pleafures are plac'd within our 
Reach, and he that enjoys them when. where, and 
as much as he ought. is happy. and he that knows· 
not thefe juft Bounds is unhappy. Thus th~refore 
the ~ife void of Op.inion is exempt only frona 
,Sin; and the Life that is full of Knowledge is al. 

. ways 

(f) This Argument is invincible. Siace Pleafure always foI.5 the Nature of the ACtion that produces it, the Pleature 
t~t fprings from Virtue mull of neccfiity infinitely; furpafa all 
the Pleafures that Vice can Pl"OCl\rc us, and approach the, Di,. 
.ine pleafure. Thus by the Confeffion even of a Heathen they 
that follow God, have a thoufand t!imes greater Pleafurcs thalt 
they that follow the Delights of the World: . 

(:) FQr it can imitate nothing but that which cames it. 
(b) He means, that they raife us up CVCD to make us refem'!" 

ble ,~, or that the), de~ade and deba(e us even to the Like
acfs of Bealls; and this 15 undoubtedly true. 

(i) Thefe threc,Reli:riCtions arc nccelliry in order to 14p
pindS; for eVen the bd1: A~ons become bad. when they ant 
(fone without Meafure, and where, and when they ouglit_ 
.0 ~ dOp'e, as Hi",tl,s iI going. to lhew. ' ., 
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tbe Golden Perfii of Pythagoras. 2.8'9 ' 

w~ys happy ' andpeE:feCt, and by confequence the 
,beft. and at the faJ:Ile time the moft delightful. . . 

Let us then never do what we know not how to 
do~ and as to what we underftand, let usdo it when we 
()ught. Ignorance produces Faults, ('k) and Know
Jedge feeks the OpportHnit); for many things that 
are very good in themf~lves, becoIT\t bad when 
they are done out of Searon. Let us then obey 
this P.fecept in Order; inafmuch as it com,mands 
us to check and keep back our Actions, it endea
vours to render us free from Faults'; and inafmuch 
as it commands us to learn, not every thing, but ' 
what deferves to be learnt, it excites us to honeft 
and virtuous Actions; (l) for a good Life confills To 6e frn 
not in being exempt from · Faults, but in d'R'ng aufromF4ulth s 
h h b d F ' h fi 11 • rr:.' 's not 1P lit 

t at oug t to e one. or tern, 'tlS UmCI- mllkes " 
ent to purge the Opinion; but the lail: can be {lO- good Lift. 
<thing but the Effect of Knowledge. 

(m) Now 

(It) 'Pythagoras made a Precept of opportunit1' and taught 
'that there are certain times, which all tnat addrefs themfelves 
te God, ought abovt" all things to obferve. Jf by this Precept 
he meant only to fay thAt there were certain fuvourable and 
propitious Times for us to addrefs our felves to God. he knew 
a grea~ Truth; for the Holy Scripture teaches us that there is 
TtmpHs acceptabilt. in which God will hear us. Thus too D4- Ifa. 49, 8. 
vid. calls God, Adjutor in opp.ortunitatibw, a HJper in times of 1 Cor. 6.2.. 
Opportunity. And perhaps it was from this undoubted Truth Pta!' 9. +
that the PythRgoreRnJ caJ1'~ the firl!: Caufe. or the firl!: Princi-
ple. that is to fay. God, opportunity. But there is moro like- I 
Ii hood Pyth4gorJIs kept not himfelf within thefe 'prudent Li-
mits 1 and that he extended this Affair of Opportunity even to 
a fuperf!:itious Obfervance of Times • . of Days and of Moments 
proper for Sacrifices and for the other Works of Religion. and 
that he borrow'd this Superl!:ition from the ehRldeans. 

(I) This Principle is mof!: true: A good Life confil!:, not in 
doing neither Good nor Evil, but in doing 000d; and by Con
fcquence, a Man who paffi:s all his Days without doing any JI), 
$ not exemp~ ·from Crime. becaufe he has not done the Good 
he is oblig'd to do; :lDd bccau[e not to do Good. ii a very gre:lt 
Evil. 
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(m) Now from the one and the- other, that is 
to f~y, from living exempt from Faults, and from 
living a good .Life, behold the Advantage will ac
erue·to thee. 'Tholl.fhlllt uad -4 _jf,pl,"[1IIIt Lif', 
What is thisttlelightful Life f (n) The Life 'that 
enjoys all the Pleafure that 'arifC$ from· Virtue." and 
in which the Good 'and the Delightful ·meet· each 
other: If therefore.we defire what is good, aDd at 
tht fame time what is pleafant, what will/ueh a 

.:Mixture be~ but what this Verfet tetb us. a moil 
'delicious Life ~ For he that' ~hufes the pleafant' 
with. the iliamefu), tho' for a little time he enjoy 

ZXClllrnt I the Charms of the Pleafure, yet wh~t there is of 
PrllDjilh4liliameful in the Enjoyment,. wiiI foon'.~hrow him :.: :t .. intO the Bitternefs ·of . Repentance: Whereas he 
_': Tn';' that chufes the Good with the Painful, tho' at 6rit 
~. is pr;.: the Task fit heavy on - him; the <Soad will· foon 
.firMl, ID alleviate and leffen his Toils; and in the End he fi; foil:;' wil~ -enjoy with Virtue, all the Fruits of pure and 
.J lI:i1h unmix'd Delight. To conclude, if we do any 
PllllfoTl. 1hameful Thing with Pleafure, the Plea[ure paffes, 

• 

but the Shame remains:· (0) But if we do any 
good: thing with'a thoutind· Toils, a thoufand 

. Diffi-

(m) Ihave follow'd the Copy com~r'd with the Manu': 
fcril'ts. which inftead of,J :J ~ d.fA.t£f7aJVHV. which is not 
Senfe, reads Cv :t T~ fA.n d.fA.t£~7~VHV' And this Reading is 
confirm'd hy the Manufcript of Plor,ne" 
.. (n) I have herelikewifc follow'd the Readi~ of the Copy 

comPl!l"d with the Manuicripts. 'T'" ~ 1'T®-; II {.L~,,~ 0 ~ 
-i tlf£7'tiS', Whieh;' th, o'lfr Lifo. lite. The Manufcript of PI.
,"", reads 'Tk ~ :fT@- tI fA.n fA.6v~. /!tc. which is the &me 
thing.' . . ) . . 

(D) After I had added thefe two Lines tc1the T.ext, becaufe 
they were viflbly wanting •. and. in my Opinion. yery nece118.
l]; I was p1eas'd to' find them added in the M~lD of the 
Copy compar'dwith the Manu(cripts, e; ~ q;-ertd1bn& 7i II-(J~ 
.".6vov 1LtU..6v. 0 1J.' .".6J1~ r;rtt.f'ti,,8£. ~ :) lLd.J..a, ~Iff. ami 
that they werc"likewife in the'Manufcript of .pt,,,n&l. . No.
thing is finer or more true than this Principle ¢ Himel". . 
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. the Golden Pe.-IeJ of pythagoras~ ~!) I 
Difficulties,' the Toils an,d Difficulties will aU va-
nilh away and be forgotten~ and the Good alone 
~iIl femain with "s. From, whence it neceifariJy 
follows, : that an 'II Life is -very forrowful and trou
blefome, . and that on the. contrary a good Life is 
mofr delightful and plcafanr. . 

Let this fullice fOf the under~ahding of thefe TheC~reof 
Verfes: But feeing the Care of the Body condu- th, BOdy 

, ce~ to the Perfection of the Soul, let us fee what tChOnaupces.;'IJ 
e erje-

the Poet next adds. .,' liion ofth, 

. . 
VERSES XXXII, XXXIII, and XXXIV. 

In no w ife neglea the Health of thJ Bod} $ 

B ft t give if 'Drink and Meat in. dtte Mca-
fure, and alfo the Exercife of which it 
has need. 

Now by Me~rure :r mean-what will not in-
commode thee. . 

SON/. 

T HIS Mortal Body h,aving been given us as What is th, 
an Infrrument for the Life we are to lead Cllre we 

here below, we ought neither to pamper it by too ought':°h 
' d 1 T . - h db' - 1 take oJ t , JD U gent a reatment, nor to pIne an Clng It ow B a1' 
by too auO:~re and fp\lring a Diet; for the one and the 0 

other produce the fame Impediments, and hinder 
the Ufe we ought to make of it. Therefore we 
are here exh"rred to take a moderate Care of it~ 
and not to neglect it, neither when 'tis grown re-
bellious by too high a Feeding, nor when 'tis mor-
tify'd and brought down by Sickn,efs; to the end, 
that being ,kept in the Temper io which it natural-
ly ought to be, it may perform all the Functions 
that the Soul which guides .it lhall require o( ire _ 
For the Soul makes nfe of the Body" and the Bo-- , d 

Y 
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7he Commtntarits Df Hierodes, iJn 
dy ferveS tlfe Soul: The'Workmanthe~ is oblig'd' 
to take Care of the IDftrument he imploys; for 
'tis not enough to defire only to make ufe of it. but 
aU the reafonable and necefi"ary Cate muG likewife 
be taken, to keep ,it always in a Condition to exeJ: 
cut~, our Orders. And b~caufe 'ti~ naturally in a' 
continual State of. Generation, and of Corruption. 
and feeing Repletion and Evacuation entertain and 
nourHh it. fometimes Aliment making good and 

". repairing what. is wafted, and .fometimes Eterciie 
evacuating and carrying off what abounds. \'lib 

TN Jill ought to 6x a due Meafure. as well of th~ Nou-
14",/':.1' rHhment that caufes the Repletion, as of the Ex
.:wC'ifi ercife that caufes the Evac;uation. . And this, due 
IIlIgh, I,ll, Meafure is the Reafon. that adapts the HabItude 
rlg.,J of the Body to the IoreHeaual Operations-cf the 
~.!':t· Sou), and which by this bleans takes fuch a Care; 
~""ing ,. • of the Health of the Body, as fuits and becomes . 
7hillJfophw~ a Philofopher. This Reafon therefore will make 

Choice of fuch Food and Exercife, as will not 
make the Body too. fat, nor hinder it from follow-' 
ing the intelleltual Motions oE the Mind: For'tis 1i0t 
meedya Body of wnich it takef Car~; but a Bo
dy that is fubfervient to the Thoughts' of the Soul.' 

, ~t therefore rejeas the Athtetick Regimen or 
~ourre of Life, becaufe that takes Care only of 
the Body, without having any Regard to the Soul: 
and it avoids all fuperfluous Care of the Body, as 
being jntirely contrary to the intel1igent Light of 
the Soul., But the Regimen of Life, which by 
the good Habit it procures to the Body, can 
moG of all contribute to the requifite' Difpofi .. 
tions for learning the Sciences, and to the Perfor
mance of til good and honourable Aaions, is that 
w.hich ought to be chofen by tile Man who is''de
ftrous to embrace the Life of Reafon, for to him 

, thefe Words are addrefs'd, NI'W I CIIU M'IIfo" 
,hll, UJhich will 1I0t ;IICO",,,,(lfJ, the,. ' , 

Let 
• 

"""\, 
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the Golde'll Perfis ofPythago~as.. 2., 3 
Let oot then the Mcarure of the Care thou ta- An 0fI".. 

left of thy Body incommode thee in the leaft~ thou, ell'; of 't' 
who art a reafonable !"out; th.ou; who being an ;~.., ~1I~j. 
Obferver of all the Precepts already given thee,." lilt ils 
art obli(d to make Choice of ruch Drinle, 'Meat ;,,"~in~ 
and Exercifes, as will render the Body obedient to 17lt!"U11,ms 
the Commands of Virtue. and as will not provoke 
the fenfual and brutal Part to. be refraaory and. 
take head againft Rearon that guides it: But 'this 
Mearure of the Care that ought to be had of the 
)Jody, muft be proportion'd with .much Attention 
and Prudence, (4) it being the £irft Caufe of an 
its inordinate Defires: (b) For the Horfe .grows vi .. 
cious, and takes head, only when he is fed too 
high, and not well manag'd by'his R.ider. 

The Poet, (peaking of the Meafure that ought 
to be obferv'd for the Body, has put Drink before 
Meat. (c) becaufe 'tis more difficult to forbear it, 
becaufe ~en are more fubject to make an m'Ufe of 
it, and becaufe Drink difprders maG the good Ha-
bit of the Body: For unlefs a Man be ,Very care:" 'Tit m.ch 
ful, he will much fooner exce~d the juG Mearure '.[#1'. to 

in drinking, than in eatiri~; ,and he puts Exerdfc C.EtJ~:" • 
U .' 31e'/l 'II 

. In Jri1llti1ll 
'th"" ill 

--------------------------------- 'Almg. 
(.) AD OVer..care 'Of the Body is the firft Ciure of all its ' 

Ioordinatendi. To this purpore 'tis raid, Ana thl Ptopl, lilt' Exod;31.'. 
J,."" to 'lit ,.JIIl If J,.i"lr. IInti "'1t u, to piA,: BI /rJiI Pop"" 
m..JMc.,., 0- bi6"." & IU""'¥II'ullt tutler,.. . 

(6) We might be miftaken in this Place, if we were not 
acquainted with a Pafihge of PlIIto that lIitrlclts only copie$, 
ana where Pltuo by this Horre means the Body. The whole 
Pa~e, as we find it iD his PhCIWIU. is as follows, BeJ.9d.,8 • 
..! '" If:>.. I ,. f"'" .. \ n ' " 
.,. 1C.II.IC.ltU 17r7l"~ fA.iTiX"'~' cnri "('I!JI ~"7rI»" Ti ~ ?"-~"'''All', "" 
".~ 1C.d.1I., H Ti9&fA.~~ rJ7r~, T r,;/SX.4W; to,. this viC/oUl 
Hor/r l"ffIIS tmrulj II"J 1"""e's, his Weight J,..,,;"g /;;", ,,,,.,.11 
Ih, Ii,.,.lh, tmlrfs lhe· G,."", llIIr, e.,., ,,'t to fitd hi", '0. high. 

(e) This DO doubt waa the RearoD why the Author of Ec. 
tltfllfjli&m laid of Drink oolf, Silnitlll tfl .Ani",1. & Co,.po,.is 
p6,.iulIS P,tlll: T,mpw"n" ill /i)rinlring is the He-,1ito oJ tN 
S,IIl.,,/. .f the .0iJ. . . 

-..... . 
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In the t4ird Place, becaufe it correCts the Repleti
on caus1d ,by Nouriflu*nt" and prepares the Bo
dy to convert. the Food to a more healthy Nou-

·rithment: For there two things run in a. Circle, 
and natur'ally fucceed each other: Nou~fltment 

, and Exercife; Exercife and Nourifltment. Good 
Nourilhmp.nt gives Occali~n for good Exercife; 
and ~()od Exercik. for good Nourifltmenr. Now 
the Mca(ure _of each of them is not the fame for 
·every Miinj each Man taking Care of his Body 
according to his particular Ends, and according to 
the Service he would have of it; for all Men en
deavour to accommodate their Bodies to the Pro
feffion they have embrac'd~ The WrelHer pre
pares his for ~h~ Motions of the Ring; the Pea
fant, for the Toils of Husbandry; and .anothcr 
forms and trains up his for another Service. But 
what muO: the Philofopher do ~ What is Ihis Pro
(pect, wh~t his Delign in taking Care of his· Bo
dy. and of what MyO:ery will he make it an In-

.. Grument ~ Certainly of Philofophy and all its La-
w. 'l4ght qpurs~ He will thetefore fo nouriflt and exercife 

,.mtIk,,1W his Body, that it may as much as poffible beC'ome 
j,J':::ian Infirument of Prudence and of WifJom. al
;'':171&, ways taking Care chifBy and firO: of all for the 
IIIIJWI/Jom Soul. and for the fake of that only, for the Body. I 

• I For he will never prefer the Pa~t that ferves, to . 
the Part that is ferv'd; nor will he neither abfo- I 

lutely negletl: the firO: for the fake of the other. I 

I but he will take Care of the Body in the Rank: 
and Place that i~ proper and fitting, (d) whofe I 
Health and good Condition he values no farther, 

than 

. (J). This is a very prudent Rule. to Mve rio other Deftgn 
in the Care we take of the Body. than to render the Soul in 
fome manner more perfea. l,t ~uttin~ the Tnllrument ot 
which it makes ufe in a Condition to obey its Orders, anel to 
perform what Virtue requires. - -
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, \han as they help to perfect the Virtue of the Sow, 
that makes ufe of the Body., Thu$ you fee why I 
hewiU not riourifu it with all Sorts of Food, but 
with thofe alone t~at are' proper N ourilhment .for. 
ir.· (e) For there are fome that we ought ,not to 
(,>ffer it, becaufe t~y make; the Body heavy,'and ' 
fiuggith, and drag the Soul into aU forts of earth., 
1y and carnal AffeCtions; and of ~hefe it 1s the. 
Poet fpeaks towards the End of theie Verfes, when: 
he b~~ Bllt "bjlM" from att thlAlimenls w~ h"v.1 Vems &t. ' 
."",t;o,,' d; treat;,,!. of the Exp;iII;o"s .1Id of the De", and'S. 
li-herAllfe, of the So"t; lInd hereinm.k! lIft of thJ 
J"dgllUllt. ' , ' . " 

, Let him then intirely rejeCt all thefe forts of 
Food; and as to thofe that· he may eat, iet }:lim r~ 
gulate the Qu~ntity and the Time of ~ating; and 
-as HippoC'l"lltes faysj let ];lim rtBefr on the Sea(on; 
the Place. the Age~ and the like Circumftanceu 
Neither ought he'to alJow himfelf all manJ;]er of 
Food with which he ·may nouriij him(elf" with .. 
'out ReBelHon and. Examination;', nor 1hall he ap .. 
point'the fame Diet itldiifeJ;ently to the young ani 
,the old, to the fick and the healt: y; to him' who is 
but newly enter'd in the Study of Philofophy, aDd . 
·to him who has already made a great Prohciencf 
in it, or who is arriv'd to the Perfedion of it. The . 
P}thagoye. Meafute i~cludes all ,thefe things in Tht Pyt~' 
,the ,Words that the Poet adds. 'Which 'Will IIot in- gorean 
'£'ommode thee:' For in thofe fewWord$ he refers Mi"fo," 
. ..0 the Care of the Body all that tends or contri-
,butes to Philofophical Happinefs, .and afy:er what 
~e had faid concerning the Welfare of the SouJ, 
ha- a4ds that the Healt~ of the Body ought in 'no 

, U " .wifo 

: (i) Here w~ have the t Reafua of the Choice that, I'ytbllg •• 
"lIS Plade of the different So~ts of Nou~lhments; the Itealth 
,~f tl;1e, J39dy. a,nd dle ~UFity ~£the Soul, ai we have explain'Gl " 
it in his Lit.. ' .. " , ,.,,' 
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wife to be' neBltaed: So thac die!e he ·taehes _ 
~herein confifts the Perfecli0n of the Send-. 
makes ufe of the Body, .nd ·here .. hat ProoUl'IS 
tht Health and :Pfefervation~f ·the Body., •• 
fc!rvesas an Inftrument to the Soul. Join then 
.efe two tbiags together, IRd thw 'Wilt &IHI:II 
whoever thou· art to whom thefe Precepts :m 4l&I
drefstd; ·that thou'oughttftt0 take for·the.aloftdue 
Meafuse of the C.rethat ought to he:had oftb'e 
lSody, 'hilt 'Wlneh ",ill."" i""",..Ji tM; that is 

'to ral,' that ·whiCh will Dothindcr -your ,PhiIe(o. 
phic31 Puipofe, aDd t1}at will help IDd . further the 
Progrefs of the Soul in.the Ways of Virtue. 

He calls it ·the Meafure of DriDkmg.and or 
£ating, aeGaufe 'he equally forbids the two &.. 
trWDS, 'Ind allows only the 'Middle beeweeo :thcm, 
dlat is,' the :Modemte: ·And' by this M~OIl:a
~one w~,.come to'got·the upper hand of G1~, 
moth, Ldxuryana,AnCer. For the Moafmemre 
ffC?km\of, ·conlemns :.aU Bxeefs·in thefe tons of 
~ and scludeswhatever is hunEul, ,an4 .. 
dltbafes and-drags dfIWn the Soul, (f) ,which :afpift. 
towards the [;",ll;gfllGI, that 'is, towards Gad; Jor 
~s r.equifite that the Soul which Gfpires _ row .. 
the intelligent MiRd. ·fuoukl enjoy:.an :entire 'T-rm
~uility, Clnd not be difcomp0s'd 'by the Violcmue' 
of the Paffions j2nd that'all ,~s belewbefub
jta to ,her, that ihe may attend' quietly' to the 
.ContemplAtion 'of the' Things· above. 71Jis;s. 
-Me.for, t".t 'Will 1HJtinCfl1ItPIJOdt' the, ; . this. is tlaat· 
lWhich will enable thee to {ubdue thy PaSioas. 
.that will preferve the Health :0£ thy Body, that 
",ill·difcover 1'0 thee the Vinue of ,the SoUI,'.and 

+ . that 
.~. ~rma 
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tht rJ4lJm Perfil ~f Pytbagor~s. ~ ~ 7 
~ willllOt If,oili DOl" dearoy' the gpod'Habit of 
tim lnftrument af which· the Sou~ l'inkes Uk; · for Th,Pr,ji,. , 
'is a part of VirtUe to know how to prefe.rve the 'IJ,",on)o[, 
Body" atT!i how to render i~ fit for all tbe ~i.es th; b::, u 
that Phil9fepb.y~ma,. require Qf it.,' ~ir~. ot 

BUt ooce tlict Care of abe Body c()nG~. ~e.0ll- '.' 
Iy in Drinking; inliating.and:in Exercife, and ia:r4'o . 
gard it !m need of many other things. as Cloat;h~. 
~hoes, Houiliold .. Stuff, and Places.to l~dge in, and 
boce in aU thefe things we ought -to obfer-ve a due 
Meafure, tha~ baniilies alike aH,I.uxury andSor4jd.~ 
nefs, the Poet fubjoins with Reafon, , 

-v E R S E S XXXV, XXXVI, XXXVI~, 
andXXXVU. 

Accuflom thy fllf to tA way of '/i'l!ing that 
is neat and "eant withol/it Lux,ur,y. . 

Avoid all things that will ocC'afton En,vy. 
4ntl he not expenjive out of Stafon, like 

one who knows not what is ¢ecent. an,d . 
honourable. 

, put h, not neithe, covetous. 'IJ()1' niggard" : 
A Jtt~ Meafitre is ,xc~llent in theft 
things. 

~TIS not only in drinking and in eating that 'tis 
good to obferve a Meafure1fays the Author of 

thefe Verfes, Qut alfo in all 9ther things; for Mea
fure is equally dillant from W9rlittkand too much. 
~(A) 'becallfe i? ev~ry fhililg 'We ffla1 dOijbly ~~cee~ 

V 3 ' thIS 
. s ,. . 

. . (II) The' printed Text fays..~ M"J mftnit.lly eJlmi. rl:.t.111cltt. 
'fDl;1'-~, ~t Jh~v!= f9llovt'c t4e ~¢'cript of f/Qr,1/". w:.~ 

I _ L ,. 

• 
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1.9 8 The CommeiJtaritl of Hier6cles, :;, :-

this due Mealilre, either by being too lllaJ!nmceiJt 
or too niggardly; both wbich' areblameablt', un.. 
worthy the Manners of a Philofopher, and far from 
the Mediocrity we ou"ht to obferve in every thing 

rill II1II&' that reJate~ to t.he Body; for too much N eatn~ f::t drives into Luxury and E.ffeminacy, and too much 
Lux.ry, SimpJicity, or Plainnets degenerates into NiggardIi
."J t~ llefs and Slovenlinefs.' . , 
;;:/ 'To avoid, therefore 'falling into the firft De
,I,g'::'1 fett, through -too much N eatnefs~ or into the 
;"NigMJ. 1econd ,through' too much Sl~plicity, Jet us keep 
I'"tji. the Mean bet~n them, declining the neigh~ur .. 

• 

ing Vices of thefe two Virtues, and in mak
ing both of them ferve, for a corrective Rlmedy 
to ~ach other., ,Let us 'embrace a plain way of 
tLift~· fo as not to be {lovenly, and a neat way ef 
Life, (0 as not to be nice and luxurious: Thus we 
1hal1 obferv:e the due Meafure in all that relates to 
'the Body~ our Apparel wi)! be neat and clean, ,but 
not cofHy and magnificent; (b) our Houfe and 
Table will be neat,' but not fplendid and !uxuriou$J 
'and let us behav~ our felves jn like malJDer as to our 

• :furniture an~ ,every thing elfe: For feeing the rea .. 
(onable Soul commands ONer the Body, 'tis juft'and 
,decent that whatever relates'to tbe Body, iheuld 
be order'd by Rearon, which being perfuaded every 
'thir.g oUf!ht to be anfwenble to its Dignity, ,will 
fuffer neither Luxury nor Sordidnefs. (,) To fhun 

,there-

." . .read. cif»l7eltl. I','!",n. WI tIM, '(J~lJl""p-fs, that is to fay,n. 
two manners, either on the fide of Magnificence. or on·tlif: 

• ,fide of Niggardliaefs.as HilJWlIs very well expIaius JiiqriCIf. 
" (6) Thefe Wor~ wml ~ng i.- tAepppted Text; ,but 
the: Mapufaipt of ,lor,,", "ha.s {ul!l!)yd them, by adding after 
ie-ti/op OH.AE~~Ml1o, K.tl.9t1,f;",J', tl..:}frnr7ov. thefe 'four Words. 

... lio, o~~'.r 1t.tt8~o,. -l.&fll'll1op· - . . '. 
. ( .) The Text was ~ted. in. this Place. the Copy com-

~~ ~ dIcMaaltfcripts ~ ~~ bl ~,;:~ 
I , 
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"tpe ,G()/Je~ Perfis ~f Pythagoras. 2.99 
therefore Magnificence it has re'courfe to Simplici-
ty; and td avoid what is flovenly and,unfeemIy, it 
chufe~ N eatnefs. For Example; R eafon would not 
have (d) ourCleaths be offineStuffs, butofneat; 
it requires not that we thoulq eat out of Gold 'or 
Silver, but out ofJomt:thing'cheap and !=leanly; it 
defires not a Houfe fitted up and adoril'd with Mar ... , 
'ble and' other cofHy Stones~ nor of a fuperfluous 
Size a~d BeaiJty,but proportion'd tQ the Ufe we are 
to make of it. In a Word, Neatnefs throughout 
the whole courfe of Life excludes Luxury, and ad-
mits Simplicity as alon~ fufIicient to fupply all our 
N eceffities; and indeed, Cloath~, Houfe, Hou .. 
1hold-Stu1f, 'and the like. are then chiefly fit for our ' 
ufe, when they are n,eat and becoming our Co.ndi-
.tions. For what need of a great Dith for a fmall 
piece 'Of Meat ~ And why too a fluttith Di~ to 
fpoil that Pittance, and make us loath it? What 
need of a great Houfe for a Man who takes up but 
one Corner ofit? And why too a nafl:y Houfe that 
~annot be dwelt in~ In like manner of aU things ber-

,'fides, thou wilt find th~t all is ufeJefs and of I)Q • 

Service, except where Simplicity and N e:t.tnefs meet 
/ U t tqg~ther 

P'!fiJlion, Acqlli/itim, inflead of XTfI1'/P, 'which fignifies no-' 
thmg in'tJlis place: The ~qfaipt, of Flo,me, nads it yet: bet-
ter,' '7Ie!f lI.7ii1'IV. Sec. • 

( ti) cI/Aod.TQP M'7I'1~1'. fi~ni6es not in this place ;n CJ.llths, 
as the Llltin Interpreter bellev'd, who has tran{Jated it thus: 
Yl}imlnllI qMid,,,, n''fllllpm'um vilill; But it figDifies C10athsef 
a very fine Stuff, and corifequently maprlfic:ent an~ coltly. Thus 

. HIm". in the, firfi: Book of the Oti,jfos, fpeaking of Clltnfo, 
*'ys. '- ". 

" '.AtTII Jo' J.~"b~eollql~t p.i,,~ 1"'1110 NJP.f" 
, A£7r1a, ~ x.Cee1ev. " " 

Digitized by Google 

-



'300 7bt, Commentaries of Hierodes, tm . 
. Whm II together; (e) ,Forwhtn thou haft onc:e4J'a~(greQ'd 
MAn h~:"tl the Meafure . of Need, thou thl'ow"n thy felf ihto 
:' l:::.. the Immenfity'6£ Defire. ' 
{Mr,thllt Let all things ther~fore, neeeffary for Life. be 
N'~tI rI- temper'd with fo juft a Mean, as equally to de., 
1:";" 1f. cline the two contrary Extreams s ,A&tI4/om thJ !elf. 
fin,.~'" fays the Poet. to A "tAt ,"'U"'" of titling; Dut· per~ 

ceiving afterwards that this Neatnefs mightthioVl 
us into Luxury, he adds, uti w;th"" Lllxtw]; he 
would only have raid. accullom thy {elf t, II WII' 
of /itli"g '1lIitho., LIIXl4ry, but tJtat he fotcfaw that 
{ueh a Simplicity might be apt to make us fall-intd 
Sordidhefs; therefore he join'd thefe two together, 
"'AI AM '1lIithollt Lllx'"l; to prevent our faUing into 
the Excefs of either. by tfte Counterpoife of One 
againll the other, to the end that' from both of 
them might proceed a maf"culine fort of Li[~ rucb 
as becomes a rational Creature. ( 

By ordering our Life in this manner, we lhall 
gain another great Advantage. in avoiding the En~ 
vy that always attends all E.xtreams, ([) unlefs by 

• running headlong into Excefs in all things /we pro. 
yoke oUf N eighoours, fonietimes to hate us for our 

I Luxury, fometimes to complain of our SJovenlinefs2 

now to accufe us of Prodigality, and then to re.; 
~yy fw proach us for StinginelS and Meanner. of SOull foa: 
Blame. all there Exceffes make us alike incur the Blame of 

mofe among wh9Dl we live. <l) And this is whit: 
" the: 

« 'n 

e,} I haYe here follow'd the Matluferip~ or FIw." whkh 
inftead of u',-"(',c:'" and'll'eoiiAO.,. reads in the fecond Perf~' 
';'lI"efic:',,~ and 'lI'e9"AOe~. , which is in6nitdy better • 
• (j) 'Tis evident that the Text eught to be mended. by ad
d~ to it the Negative Mn. in thii Manner. 7;; ,aI'" i',.M 

, p.~ "o/wllts. This Fault IIeverthcldi is in the Manufcript of ."",. .,,' , 

'(I) This Word is often us'd in this Senfc in the Gr"It" aad 
~Ctimes ~ tllc;r..t~Au~s; ~ ~ ~ u..~ = 

• 
Di9iti~ed by Google 



the Golden Verfos of Pyth~go.as. .. 
~e y/oJl"ElWJin this place prop~Jy 6gni6ts: Pot 
In blddtng us 1111,;4 t. do ')lib., 'WIll proc .. , lis Ell.",. 
he means; what juftly will e'JpoCe us to the Blame 
of-Men. Now Reafon and the general VoiCe of 
the World bJame Luxury and Sordidnefs in the ma~ 
Ifet of living, and Profufenefs and NiggardJincfs it\ 
OEcpnomy: Decency therefore and Mediocrity in 
all exterior things (hew the go9d Difpofitioft of our 
Soul~ andlet us fee that -a-due Mcafure is beftin 
.very thing: Fqr thc Man who loves his Repofe· 
ought as much as po{lible to fhVn all Oct.fiori, of 
~nvy, and to be as much afraid of provoking it, 
as of rouz~g a fleeping Lion, to the e~d that with~-
out any difturbance he may advance In the aooy 
,,1 Virtue. 

,Of 

I 

We 1baiI live exempt (rom Etlvy if we embrace ~iII tlld . 
* mean but decent way o( Life, and decline the ::!:f;:..'" 
pompous Pageallt'!'Y of thofe who ~e igh~t in '","1 'I 
what D«ency an~ true Hoftdlir cobfift \. fro~-w"hich '!'iMI u I,;.. 
Ignor~nce of thars t't/o great 1!;vils atlfe, dn urife'a-~_~ 
fonable ProfuGon or too much Thriftinefs, the lid! -,.--.h/f. 
of which i~ bJam'd as' Ptide,the lafhs Mea~ndS ofSpi .. 
rt: "thofe two :Extreims ate avoided" by Liberality, 1" JPh., 
Virtue' which conlifts in giving and in receiving: LiltrluilJ 
which in the Income as well as the llxpence always 'Dnftfl.s. 
EoUows what is decent aftd honourable, and which 
orders aU exterior things accordil1g to found R.ea- " ' 
fon. " 
. There are the profound Rdteaions that this Phi. 

Jofopher gives us in there Verfes concerning the Uf~ 
we ought to make of our nady and af all exterior 

" " thjn~ 

j , . , 

kni~s adt thing except the Pildfdit tlMt tfle Good ~f; othe!~ 
~CJalt1 W~Cd we think them happiel' than they defervc, flirt 
up in us. lIlever'thelefs 'tWaS neccfJUy to irt1plc1t it' here i1l th~ 
fillt SeDfe, that we might underlland this vw of 'ph.,., .. 
!¥,d ~ ~l~~~ic)D n.it~~~'1 give ie: . 
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.3 0 z. 71Je Commentaries of Hieroclcs, on 
tilings, 'to the end· that by their Means the B~uty 
of Virtue may be yifible ill all our Gondutl~ . 

Now the foUow,ing Precept is onlyaS~of 
"hat he has been faying.· • . 

• V E R S E . XXXIX. 

'1J() only the thingl that caTmlJt. hurt. ihee~ 
lind deJi/;erat~ beflr.e thoN 30ft thelll. 

T· His is a Precept which he has already often.gi. 
Verfe l,. . yen us ; nrft In there Words, Bllt do ~ which~ 
\1'erfc 3+' whlll d.ne, will not "fjlift thee; and again, N.w I 

,"11 Me"r.,.e ,thllt which will not incommode the,; 
Verles 2$, and in a third place, Let no MAn e'lJer fia.ce thle, 
~d 2.6. either "J his Words or "j. his AfJiolls; nor let him ill. 

cline ,he, to d, ,r to flJ whM ;s not ·profitllble for 
thee. And here by this 1hort Recapitul .. tion, he 
fets again before our Eyes all thefe Precepts, by 
adviung us to abfrain from every thing that may 

. hurt us, and to do aU that may be of ule to us. 
Now 'tis ealie to diftinguith between thefe two 

forts .of Actions, if we deliberate ~efore we aCt, and 
nBec1: what oUfht to be done, and what 0~g4t not 
to be done; and the time for De1iberationand 

. Confultation is whale Matters are yet intire,' and 
before we have fet our Hands tathe Work: (II) And· 
as to what he fays in this Place, the th;~ls which 

'''1IIItI1 

(if) The Text in this Place wanted a whole Line, which I 
Illcloly met V{i~ ip the Margin of the Copy compar'd with the 
Manufcripts, and in the Manufcript at F~~nf'. See here the 
~ntir~ !a~e; '!1 ;tW~~ fi. '7Td.J\'V ~ "A~E MR' BJ\.'A'YH. 
1J7")~ t..ltlltTo,u!9t.t."'~ '!:11J'lj 'Al;.E. &c. ThIS wasabrolutel1nc:~ 
ceffilry for the Seufc.·· . . . 

Digitized by Google 



the GiJlden Perfos of Pythagoras. 3 0 ; 

C4ntHIt hllrt thtt, we' will explain it as we have al
ready explain'd the Prec~pt he ~avey.\'before, wheQ, 
he (aid, 'What 'Ulill not "ffMi thtt, and fay, that by 
this ThI, he means that which is indeed Man, the 

, rational Being ; that is to fay, the Man who ~asem,:" 
, brac'd Wifdom, and who ufes all his Endeavo\lr, , 

to, re~der himfelf lIke God: (~), For this, in~ar~ ;:;:;:; 
Man IS wounded by whatever IS contrary to rJgh~ tht Imparl 

• Reafon. by wha~veris co~trary to the Divine Law, Mlln. IhAI 
'and by whatever hinders the Refemblance with,i til /11,. 
God, and that :deftroys his Image in us. 'And' all thtd s;::; 
thefe things generally proceed from the ~onve·rfa. :Ztr ,r,'::f' 
~ion ofthofewith whom we live, from the Care we md, 
have of tHe Body, ,to whic~ we :lre ~nited." a~d FDr ':Z . 
from the ufe we make of Riches. which were 10- art/" / 
vented only to.be a Help to the' Body. and which lftr;~tltotl. 
for that reafon are caU'd bya Name. that implies, fupply N~ 
that they ought to be made ufe of for tile N eceffi. Q:ffiuel. 
t~es ohhe ,Body. . . , " ,.' '", 

He therefore, ,f~ys the Poet, who is infiam'd .. 
with the Lov~ of Divine Goods, ought to take " 
great Care never to be prevaird with to do what 
iSl10t ufeful for him, never to al~w his Body what:· 
w'illbe hurtful for himfelf, never to receive or ad. '. 
mit any thingl:hat ,can take bim oifJrom the Study -
'of Wifdom, and of which he will have Caufe foon, 
to ,epenf..We pught to prevent all thefe things 
by deliberating before we aa, to'the End that when 
we come to examil'1e into all our pall A8:ions, we 
may remember -them with Pleafure and Delight I 
and .this is ~il Defigq in ~ht; fqllowiqg Verfts. ., 

" ... ) ~ VER .. 

- .' \. 

(IJ), There was here agreat Fault in the Text, mo,"?, ~AV 
"'HV. for Ihllt Mim ftti, &c. It ought to be corret\:ed thus.tJi., 
'TO" :J .sA«:11Hv, for Ihis rmPArJ MAn ;1 'JIID""J,J. A~d fo I, 
found it in the' ~in of the Copy that had been COm~ 
with the Ma~s. The Mas1l.IlCnpt of Fl.,,,,,, iCld~ 7ii~ 
I_V.,.~ ~"~717t, . 
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VER.SES XL, XLI, :nn. xun. 3ud 
. XLIV.·. 

(*) Nt.'lJtr fuffer SkI} to eltJfo 1b.J E.1~-/iJs • 
• fter th,J go. to Betl, 

(t J 'Till th. I¥~ ,1t .. tI ~ tit.! RI.p. 
.11 thJ AlIitml of the 'D.,. - . 

Whtrti" hlWt 1 time IItIIifs 1 "IfTbtIt 1Nrv~ 1 
Ime l' What hlWe 1 (J1fIittetJ tiM 1 tnClrt 
to hlUe JfJ1It 1 

~ q i" Ihil BIIIMlliu/i., th .. jitJil thlll 
Ip", h.fl "filii .,.ifs, "1'-- thJ ftlf 
fl'Utrt/J f" it: .A1IIl ,if 1M ¥ ." 
.".1 GfJfJtJ, 'tjlk~ • 

.. "", • "[JEre thau ihouldft recoUee!- ia thy M~ 
N~ ';It~ n. aD the Precepts already givm thee, to the 
~:, End that regarding them as Divine Law" thou-
", ""hi t.·. may"ft: 
r,e,UIB IIll 
'"D~_ ----------------~-------------
'Lnt, .. , r') Why does the Poet wait for the eM af'the Day tonua 
"",.ji,,,, .. eumin wllat we haye "-1 iIod wby cIocs" DOt ratW 
Z:tllmiu- exhort u. to reBca in the MOl'Diog on wlaat we are to do ita 
,i",.iU "'the Day, One would thiU -this Kdvice had been bettet. If 
~u, I'W-. we ma, beJieye PWphJrilll coacernmg this Matter, tkere it 
11ji· fOm~ ~ ill the Text; for be writes that PJlbII",. 
. ~viI·4. drlefty to tab Cue of two HOQ1'S of tho Day. of tJaat 

when we rite, aDd of that when we 10 to Bed; of the firfl. 
to reW on what we are to do during the Day; and of the 
1Ithcr to Jive our 'fC}YCS aD ACCOIWt or "lIJt we h4vc ~; 
~ that he Wei of tile firft. 

TIf"'. ,JP." d.".,olo ~r'V,e- 1E.1n.,1t.~4 "'E" fJ.tb... 171'Olnw,,; os' Ov 1ffJ..7,lrr. TiAiaJ," 

.", -. Slut u. ",.,.,,;,.g 7'hD11.ghls giws -.,. 
fhiN ,.,,~. "'-'" -',lIpfllirf J?lfo. _ 

, " , 

I~ 
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, . 
ihe-GolJen' 'Perfis of Py~oras~, 

.y'ft make a juft E~ation in the inward Tri • 
. bunal of thy Soul, {)f all thou haft done well at 
done amifs: For how can the Inquiry into our pall; 
Attions enable us to-diftinguHh when 'to reprimand. 
aad \V hen to,praifeour (elves, if the Deliberation tha, 

, precedes them had not plac'd before usc;ertain Laws 
lad R.u1es, according. to which ,we oUiht to regu
kte our Life~ and which C)ught to be in regard to 
us (of) asa divine Mark, accwrding to which ~we 
are to direCt aU. the R.ec;efi'es .of our Confcience. 
Ppwl.,rilS .requires us to make this Examination 

. . dill~ 

t am of-Opinion therefore. that thcfe two Vcrfes ou~ht to be 
added to the 'text. immediately after the fortieth. Veife I 

MM'" d,""ll-tliAtIJt.O'ia-•• Icc. , 
:mwr /4"Slnp.t, tlDfi tIry :r".liJt, lItc. "tis yery likely that 

.. the Empef01' MMellS .brlIi," took from this Precept Of P,
,hlllorlU the excellent Refleaion he makes in the ~nc of 
his tccond &ok. W. MghI. mys he, I'fJ",Mmhng..h", .. , 
rift. I, f"1 " IIIr /tlws. T, D"'J 1 (/HIll h."" " • with l1li 1m,,,.,m,,,, FtIJn. .. ith." 1Inl""'",,1 P".,fon, 'kc. 

Ct) In moftof the Copies this Verfe of PJ,h..,WM runsthus: 

nel, W "1l-&elV;;' Ifr." 'Tel, c""J.m lnA.3-;". 

70'". tim" ''''''YI ellllJ I, mWthy'.4,!fjllns ,f th.D"J~ , 
, 

But 'B(nwkl reads it otherwffe J 

nel, ~ nll-eeA,;, I~r"" AO)'t/T~ b4/TO'; 

Illflrl ',,., ,,~ Iltlltni,,'. &J ,hy RI",fon, &c. And be [peak; 
'Dot in uy Place of his Commentary of thefe three Times, 
'WIaich he Would not have forgot, had it been the true Reading. 
In a Word, the Commentary of Hi"."I", -is a fufficient Proof 
that it ouiht to be read as lie read it. The'11~1Ins never 

, .obJig'd to reiterate this E.xaminatiOD thrice. .ODCC well done is . h. . . 
.enoug Th . d'" fa I • \ . , (.) e prDlte , .. 'ext LJs OnlY. lIS "MIIJ'It, "" '1Tfy' 'TIVtl. 
·.'X"&", but the Manufmpt of 'Plor",,, [uppli~s the Word, 
tIaat i,'waDU&o ~f "'e1f 'T,I'4 ,IJ-';., rx.-::r6r. ' 

... , 
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• , 
.. ~\ C 6 . the Commentariu of Hierodes) in 

daily, that by frequent and affiduous RecoUetlj& 
on our Memory may be the more certain and' 
the I mnre infallible. (b) And he will 'have us do 
it every E veLling before we go to £leepj to the end 
that each N,ghr. after all the ,flcHons of the DaYi 
we may give our felves an exact Account of them 

ThH!x/I- before the Trihunal of Confcience; and that this 
, mimrt!ouf (evere Examination of o\.tr Difpofttiotis may be as 
t''!''D.if~fi- a Hyrnn of Praife for us to {ing to God,. at our go-

10111 IS.. • • ' 
Hymn Df Ing to Bed: Wher~" have I dONe a*ifs! WhAt hlllW 
Prlli{l lung I done! What hAlIe I omitted that'/. o"ght t, hllW 
tl GD~ lit .one? By this means the whole ten our of our Life 
;':l"lIg tD will be order'd according to the Precepts that have 

• . been rrefcrib'd us, and we iliall conform our Rea-
fon thar judges. to the Divine Intelligence thai 
made the Law. . -

T, fov,th, For what fays the Legiflator ~ That we ought 
IU~r.t;' to honour the Superior Beings according' to the .. .:~ki~: Order and Rank of their Effence; that we ou~ht 
B'G/lpi,. to have much Vencration and Refpett for dur Pa
IIItion,! IIll rents, and Relations; to love. and embrace' good. 
th~foLII"'s, Men' to keep in Sub. J'rerion OOr Paffions and. 
Hterodes ' ft . h 
mlllt,s it Worldly De tres; to refpecc qur felves'every were 
htmftlf. . and in all things; to practife J ulHce; to confider 

the Shortnefs of Life, and the Inftability of Riches; 
to receive with Submiffion the Lot which rhe Di. 
vine Jud~ment fend~ us; to take delight only in 
the Thoughts that are worthy of God; to keep 
our Mind continually bent on what is moG: excel .. 
1ent; to Jove and embrace only the Rcak>ns that 
truly deferve that Name; to put our felves out of 
a Condition of being furpriz'd or enfiav'd that we 

may 
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the Golden. Yerfes of Pythagoras . 
• 

~ay' preferve the precious Depofitum of Vir-
tue; to conrult before we act, that Repenrance may 
not be I the Fruit of-all we do; , to free our [elves 
from all. Opinion and ObfriQacy; to feek afrer the 
Life of Knowledge, and to apply and adapt our 
Body and all exterior things (,) to the Functions 
of Virtue. ' -', 

Thefe are the Laws that the. Divine Intelligence 
impofes on the Soul; and no fooner has Reafon re
ceiv'd them, but fhe becomes a very watchful 
Guard for and over her(elf~ (d) What have I done " .. 
mifs! . WhAt have I done! fays fhe every Day, -
(e) regularly calling to Mind all her Aa:ions~ good 
and bad. And jf at the End of this Ettamination 
the find'that fhe has pafs'd the Day without viola
ting any of thefe La;.vs, the makes her felf a Gar
lana of the Fruits of Divine Joy; and if the catr,hes 
her felf in any Crime, the then p~nithes her {elf 
by the (evere Correction of Repentance, as by a-' 

... • firingent -

. (e) I haye follow'd the printed Text. whofe Sen1e I take to 
be very ~ '7I'f'~f Trw '" ttf,TI1r c.,~~'}'&j~'. I think my fclf 
nevertheTefs ohlig'd to ac~uaint the Reader. that the Manu
fcript of F/orme, reads '7I'b9 TWi .;. tleknf ,,,,fif gWJtf'}'f1~'. 
I, Ih, .4aiDTIS ,'th, htjl Lift. • . 

(d) Thefe Jall: Words. fiJs fo, WII'"} Day, were not in the 
printed Text. and I found them in the Manufcript of Flo. 
r~7Je,. where we read, ~~fA-i At'}''''' '7I'e)f £CWT~V.· '71'11 '71'~. 
fi'"',Stc. . 

(I) The printed Tbxt fays Word for word. II1IIl ,.,ellllilrg in 
artl" th, Rtmnnll1'lme, for tht folt, II/VirtuI, ~ cr' 7ri.F.~ TlId 
/l-Y{,fA-II' ttVtt.A~P.C d,,,,, df£Tfi, ';svSltd.. Did Hi",e!;s then 
m~n to fay. that this Examination is made to the end that 
Virtue may increafe and ~row in us? No deubt he did. BUll 

" the DefJg11 of it likewife IS to check and curb Vice. I· have 
therefore. in thi~ Place, folIow'd the Amcndmentof the Learn
ed cllfoub07J, who inftead of lfSTI1f ,;,~lttt.. has corre&edit 
thus. ttf'!T'jj~ ~ It:1..)(,l~S'. rtellil the B,nnemIJrtl7Je, 'f her Virtlm 
tl7JtI 0/ h" Vim; . that is to fay. of her good and bad A&ions. 
The :Sequel of the Difcourfe. nece1Tarily re'luires it, . and Hi"g;. 
ifill .us often join'" thcfc two Terms. . 
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'lhe C011I1fJmtiwle1 ii' Hierocles, on 
• 

flriagcnt R.eriKdies. Thus you fee, fays the Poe~ 
why you ought to banilh Sleep_ (f) to ,give time 
to R.eafon to make this Examination. TheBody 
will eaGly difpenCe with being thus kept awake, not 
having contraCted a Neceffity of Sleeping, by rea
jOn of its prudent and temperate Diet, by which 
means even our moll natural Paffioos are fubjedcd 
to the Empire of Reafon. ' 

Newr thue/ore fofflT Sktp ,. doft th] E,e-/it!s.p 
tIT thJ gO;lIg til Bed, ~t;tt ,h~1I hAft firfl eXAm;II'.·;l 
thJ RIAjo», Ai/, thJ ,AEli.lIs II/ thl DA1: And what 
is this Examination ~ III whlf' hA'lII I tUM lUIIifs ! 
JiPhAt hA'lII I dOlle lWhAt b.'lI,,1 om#t,d tb.t IlIlIghl 
to hA,.'lIe dolle I For we fin in two Manners; either 

. /'1 aoing whAt WI ought ".t to do, which is etprefs"d 
Shu .fO- iD. thefe Queftions: In whAt hA"" I done Mnifi I 
rm.1P~ IIU WbAt . h"'lJe I tUMl or (g) in oot doing what we 
:::t§iOJ ought to do, which is exprefs'd Word for Word iB 

'If} ·,this Vcrfc; Wh4t hA'III lomitt,d ./whAt J ,"ght t. 
bA'III d .. e! For '~is one thing .to omit the Good, 
and another to c~mmit Evil; one is a Crime of 0-

'miffion, the Other of Commiffion: For Example l 
Wi "'tht .lwAJs til pr"J, ad IU'ZIn' tl IJ14hh"",: ' 
W; (J1IgbtT. ".,.;.fh 0." FAther And ollr Mothlr; "4 # 

WI' .lIght nl'lllT to 11ft thi. i/l. (h) He who keeps 
• not 
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the Go1de1J Perfis of Pythagoras.' 
!It>t the two firLl P~ints of there ~\Vo Precept~, does '. 
not do what he ought; and he who tranfgre1festhe 
two laft, does what he ought not, (i) tho' it may In .hAt 
be faid. that both there Precepts are in forne man~ Si~s mllJ. II, 
ner alike. feeing they throw us into the T ranfgreffion P;~: to be 
of the fame Law: III e. 

Thus the Poet exhQrts us to make an Examen 
into all the Actions of tIie Day, from the hrll: to 
the Jaft, in Order; without forgetting the Actions 

. of the Middle; which is cxprefs'd in thefe Words, 
Continue t~ go Oft in this Manner ; {or it often happens llyreafonof 
that the Tranfpofition deceives the 1 udgment, and the Cir

makes it favour [oine Actions, which had the Me- cuhmflh"ncel 
d h Od d h b ~ IC IIg-mory recollecte t e.m 10 Or er, woul ave eeo grll'llatethe 

inexcufable. Moreover, this Recapitulation of ther;Sins. 
Life we have led in the Day, refreihes in us the The Ex"~ , 
Remembrance of all our pall: Actions, and awakens ,mce~/f our 

0 ' onJclence 

. . 

us to the Thoughts of ImmoitalIty. .' a"lMkem in 
And 'tis worth our taking notice, th~t . the," the Re- ' 

Poet, when he commands us to exah1ine each ACli- ~:rbran~~
on, adds not to thi~ Method of Recollect ion, Where- i rrmo't': 
in hAve I done well .? What have I don~ thaI I. ough~ a !!J: 
to have done.? But that all at once he carries our ,
Memory. to wh<\~ Will moll: huml:>le our Pride, by 
advifing us to make, an Inquiry into our bffenc;es r 
Wher.ein h~1Je I qone amifs? Whitt have I dOl1c? ~c. 
'And he has apP9inred us a mofi;jufi and nat~faJ. 
Judge; our own Confcience, and found Rearon, by 
appointing our fel \Te!l to be J udge~ of our felves. 
our [elves. ,I.fay~ ~hom, we ~av~ b~n taug4t par-
ticularly to revere: For who ca~ .reprehend ana .. , 

X ' I ther ' 

. J .J. 

of Sins of Omiffion' 'andl Commiffion; ana\the~fore he ad~s. 
Th,,; th'fe ~, Sins 0,,,, i~ '{ome mllnner "lik,; &:e. This is ~V'i
dent. and fo the M:mufel:ipt of P/Qrence ·read's it. -

(i) Here we fee in what the Sins of Omiffion, and the Sins of 
COlllmil)ion may be faid to be alike, beeaufe they both tranf.; 
grefs the Law of God that forbids them, and beeaufe they 
!he~b1 ~1!kc dc[c~!c ~~c ~i~m~~~ ~~c to Tranfgrelfors. 

'" .. 
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II 0 7beComm~nttlt~itl ~f AieroCles, fin 
ther' as he can 'reprehend himfeJ{ ~ He' that js free; " 
making ufe of his Liberty, rejeCts the· Admonitions 

.. of others, when he has no mind to obey them;' 
but our Confcience. that acts ~ithin us, is of ne-' 

0", moll" ceffiry forc'd to harken to it felf. This is the 
jll}lll7l4 Governor that God has given us; . this is our Pre- . 
:1.;'':- cepror and Schoolinafter; . this is the Judge whom. 
;, • .,. c:' Reafon has given us to determine of a.1I our AtHons' 
fli,."" of the nay.. "Tis of this and this alone,' that it' r:::: '" receives the Accufations and the Sentence, to the' 
p;, ., .. end that giving Judgment it felf in irs own Caufe,' 

. .it ~ay condemn or acquit it felf by its own Suf
frage, accordingly as it deferves' to be condemn'd 
,Of acquitted: 'For after having read in its Memory. 
as in a Regider, all that it has done, (~ then,re-' 

, '~arding the Law as the :Exemplar that it ought" ttY 
follow, it PiOnounces Judgment and declares itfe)f. 

" ,. ,w~rthy ~f Praife or of Blame; and this dai~y I.'ra,,; 
" like, (1)' makes of him who ohferveS'it, ,the true 

B", •• 6,. Image of God, by adding or retrenching every 
elm, ,h, . Day (omething, '~ill he arrive at his Perfection, and' 
,;:;r;:ge 'till t~e who~e'~eauty of. V~tue .be,fefple~~lt 

tonfplCUouS 1ft him. .Thls IS what ,compleat'S and 
pcrfetts the Good Man as much ~ poffible •. And
here ends the firn: Part of this (mall Treatire, the: 
poei: now haR:~ing 'forward·, to ~he '·precepts ~hat' 
tend to make a'Man become God~ 

, . 
,~--------~--~--~~---------. ( 

-' (rr) I have here follow"d the CoU' co~d :with the Aa;: 
nufaipts, and theManufcrlpt of FIIJ,,"" •. where this 'Pa1Jagc: 
is more correa than in tAe printed Text. They both read it thus. 
mt' xe1'4 .. e;, ~.J"p.ri. mCA'''''''' .J- "IU', -!1"""tp~' ,-TW.8tc:. . . ' . . . . 
, (t). InftetIA of' N·«.f"1A:;;;"', u. ~(iI.'. th~ ,.~ .. .,... 

D1lI.ft ,ab~W!elr, z:ead~etp.t'o,t',~ ~~~f d.Mr,~ 
compar:d WIth. the , aJ~ .. du .... '. fj' , •. :,,' ~. .,' 

: .(' : ·i.·~·.~·:!l'~:.f .. ~l·'I1~,;l;,' 

. I; • ,~". , 

: < '. :"r.: '): ,:. '''Ii' j;o"1). , 
.;', h .. };a .,I.(Y' ~,~ 

I;:'" 0: '-_I") ;:'. ":;; I "}r~r ~v·~~;'L.L "~.i·a; '{d~l:":; 
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the ,Go/dm 1(erfi.r of Pythagoras. 

,v E R S E S XLV, XLVI, XLVII, and 
XLVIII. 

Prafljft through" all theft thing.r; medifatt, . 
- on them w~lt; thou oughl'ft to love them 

with' all thy Heart. 
~Tu th~y that will put t~ee in the Way of 

'Divine Virtue. 
I Jwear it bj him who has t,.anfmitte.d into 

our Soul the flered fi2!!aternion, 
The Source of Nature, whoJe Courft is E

ternal. 

T HIS is what 'I have already faid in the Preface;' 
, that Practical Philofophy (It) makes a Man 

Good, by the Acquifition of Virtues; that Con
templative PhiIofophy makes him like God, ljt by -rhAtu t4 . 

the Irradiation of Underfianding, and of Truth; loJay hythe 

and that at leafi in what relates to us, {mall things :::/;t tn,h 
ought necelfariIy to preced.e the greater: For 'tis 7I1~ich lh. 
eafier to conform Human LIfe to the Rules of Rea- DrrJine Un

fon, than it is to incline it to what is mofi Divine Je1"ndi1 

and moll: High; which cannot be done but by gi- ':tigJ:e:;: 
ving our feIves wholly up to Contemplation. , the Mini" 

Befides, 'tis impoffibIe we lhouId enjoy Truth 
undifiurb'd, if our fenfibIe Faculties are not in. in- ~l 
tire Subjection to the M~ral Virtues, according to 
the Law of the Underfianding; for the rational 

X :z. Soul " 

(A) There is in the printed Text, IJ the Nllture o/Virtues. 
JlIJ. rf ,;w d.~ET~V ~J~!"Jf' which cannot be good Senfe; and . 
I prefer the Reading that I found in the Margin of the Copy. 
that had been compar'd with the Manufcripts, and in the Ma-· 
nufcript of E/qr'n~'. l''Tia-!CiI'' .AclJ,uijitilJn, inftead of ~Va-!41'. 
lW"",t - ., 

•• 

, ./ 
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3 I 2. 71Je Commentaries of Hierodes, on 
Soul' holding the Middle Rank between the Un
derftanding, and what is d'epriv'd of&eafon, can
not infeparably adhere to this U nderfianding which 
is above it, 'till being purify'd and freed from aU 
Affettion for ~he things that are below it, it makes 
ure of them with Purity: And it will be pure when 
it (uffers not it (elf to be feduc·d and led a ftray by 
what is void of Rearon, nor by tltis mortal Body; 

Pythago, and if it takes no farther Care of it than of things 
=:~:::' that are-Foreign to it,. and than as is permitted by 
"""If' u.~- the Law of God,. which forbids us in any manner 
fol II) kill to throw off the- Chain, but commands us to wait 
,.,S/ll[. 'till God himfelf comes to deliver us from that Cap-

tivity. ' . . 'f::l IhI • Such a Soul therefore has need of both Sorts.of 
~:'J !; Virtues; of Civil or PraCtical Virtues~' &0 regu.. , ' 
P,MlieM late and modera~the Rage ofDefire, that in dines
.ntI C;I). it towards the thin~ here below; and of Con ... 
,,~p,,"i'rI' templative Virtues that indine 'and raire it up- to-' 
v"",. waras the things above, aad that unite it to the 

.' Superior Beings. Between there two Virtues, the 
Poet 'has put two Verfes, to be, as it were, the 
Boundaries to divide them~ The, 6rft, PrABiJi 
',"'lIghl] "U theft Things~ ""dil"t' "' t~ 'Well; 
tlNJ" ollf.ht'ft to lfl1Je th"" ",ith "II tby H'M'/~, is a 
_very proper End and ConcLufiOn of Civil Virtue; 

. and the Jaft, "Tn th'J thAt 'Will ptlt thee ill tb( ,WAY 
~~", of D;'II;'" Yirtlll, is the Beginning of Speculative 
:1-,:: I; K~wledge, ,-and as. it ~ere a n~e Entry thatleads 
thtB!;".' to It; for this BegInning promifes to him who. has 
-I,ht hI- laid afide the fenfual Life, who has d.eliver'd him
etpt':!;t:. (elf as much aspoffi.ble &oiD the Excefs 0,£ p,affions, 
~:;'ifi' and who thereby, from Beaft that he was before~ 

'is become Man~ it promifes hi~ I fay, that from 
Man'that he is; he thall cOJDmenc:e tSOct, as'much 
as. 'tis,P?ffible forHuman,NatUreto,~ipate of 
die Dj"'8e EJf~c,; ';,'.,. I',"" 

:1 : 

(b)~, 
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the Golden Yerj'es.of Pfthagoras. 3 I 3 
(b) Now that this deifies us, and that' this is 

.the End of Contemplative Truth, is evident by 
;thefe Verfes, which he puts at the End of this 
Treatife, as a nODle Conclufion that leaves us no 
Room to willi for more: And 'When afier haVing 
dif1tft~d tbJ mfR1.1 Bfld), tho" tlTt receiv' d into tI# 
IlITe t.£ther, tho,,' jhAlt ", An immortAl Gfld, itlcfIT-
. T*ptible, And tnJer 2lJhfl~ DeAtb jhAll hA~e no more 
DO"';;'Hn: For 'tis of N eceffity that we fuall ob,. 
tain this happy Rt>eftabli1hment to our primitive 
State, that is to fay, this gl.Jrious Apotheofis, by 
:the conRant Praaice of Virtues, and by the Know- . 
ledge of Truth. And thisl is what dlis facred Book rnhi,C,. 
;evidently demonRrates to us, as we'1hall fee anon.",mt_ryOD 

Let us now return to the V erfes at prereQt be- !:'.r.ltijI 
r h' '''i' ,.-ore us. and confider whet er thcfe Words, to To' pra-
,.Clift., . to medit.tl, and .to.love, fpeaking of the lOre. to 
'Precepts already given, 6gni6e any thing elfe than meditate. . • 
. to apply our whole S~ul to the Pradice of Vir- to love. 

· ~ues: For our Soul beIng .a reafonable S.ubRance, . 
~ necea-ariIy three Faculties.; the fira is that by Thr~' FA..' 

· which we learn, and this is the Faculty which is e't~/,,;r 
,cQlllmanded t,o ""ditAte·: The fecond is that where- t, 0 • 

by we retain what we learn, arid put it in Practice; 
and this is the Faculty which is re-quir'd to pr"Clifl 
/PId ttl exerDiJi: And the third isth~t by which 
we IQve what we have learnt, and what we praCtife; 
al'!d this is the Faculty which fs exhorted to W1/e 
.~~~~~. . ~.~ 

To the end therefore that al1 the Faculties of etJtill of ' 
our rational Soul may aJ>pJy them(elves to thof~,';" SOli' 

PJ;ecepts of Virtue, and be' wholly intent on ~lIght to H 
'K , them ,st,nt '~ 

• , IhlPrAS", 
'f thlfi 

~--------------------------~--- ~q". 
· • (~) I haye here foJIow'd the Mraou~c:riPt of F/iw,se" whiclt 
~s this ~ yeti well. br ~ it thus. ;T' ;) aur. 
'llI'TO ". oSwril'lUtS cWt8ac&t n "'~eN' , 
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71" eom*entar;es of Hieroclcs, on 9 
them, ·(c) of the intelligent Faculty he requires 
'Meditation; of the aCtive, PraCtice and E.xercife; 
and of the ~acQ.lty that .lov~s, ~e deman~s Love; 
that by their t4earis we may acqwre the things that 

, are truly good, that we may preferve them by 
Th~ ~ E.xerci(e~ and always have for them an ipnate L"ove 

~fYIrt'".. in our Hearts. (d) Such a Difpofttion as this ne
'7pl4I. ,n r. ') b' , d d b D" H hi h 
'liT Ht4rts. ver Jal s to e atr~n e y IVlDe, ope; w c 

Lrut pT,..'m.s'..~he Splendor of Truth be as eminently con.:. 
due,s Hop" fpicuous in our Souls, as he himfelf promifes us, 
"":dt4Ht when he fays, They will fet thee in the Way ~f 
~;th~ I Divine Virtue, that is to fay, they will mak~ thee 

like God (e) .by the certain Knowledge of aU Be
ings: F.or 'the Knowledge of the Caures of Beings-, 
I fay of the Caufes, which are originally in the 
Iptelligence of God their' Creator, lIS eternAl E~
emplArs, leads us to the fublimefl Pitch of the 
Knowledge of God, which is follow'd by a per
feet RefembhlOce with hilJ,}: And this is that Re
fem')lance which is here caU'd Divine Yirtlie. as 
being Pluch fuperior to human Virtu~ that precedes, 
it, and is as it were the Foundation of it. 

The firfi part of thefe Verfes concludes with 
the Love of PhiJofophy, and of whate\per is great 
~nd excellent: This Love going tirft~ is foUow'd 

. ' by' 

( t) Here a confiderable F:mlt has Oipt into the printed Text. 
if Cnnp.u\~tl.J" which ough~ to be amenCIed and read" ILI"t
"''',/), as , find it in the Margin of the Copy c:ompar'd with the 
Mantifcripts. and in the Manufcript of Fl#rme,. All that Hi
""e/'I tay, in this Place, concerning the three Faculties of tl\c 
Soul. is excellent. 

(d) Behold here an excellent Gradation: The Meditation. 
the Pr.ttHce. and the Love of Virtues produce in our Hearts 
the Divine Hope; and this Hope makes the Truth thine iQ 
them: ForourHopeinGod is always accompany'd withf1~ 
Therefore St. PAul, who was better mftruaed than' all 
Philofophers, taid of this Hope, 'hilt it "",ill '" "., ".fhMtI'J. 
. e'l Inftead of ,;JJ' u>..." which is in the p~ted Text, it 
QUght to be read as ia the ManuCcript of Ft.,,,,,, W t".". 
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. the Go/den Yerfes of Pytha.gora~. " J I 5 

by.the Knowledge of Truth; and,this Tru& leads 
us to a per(ec9: Refemblance with: the Divine Vir-
tue, as,we .ihaJJ fee in rhe enfuing: Difcouife • .The 
Neceffity of the Union, and of the Connexion of 
aU thefe things, ~ here confirm'd by Oaths; (/) 
For' the Poet fw'ears with much Fervency, ·t,bat 
the perfea: Acqui{ition of h)1man Virtije leaqs',us 
t8 tlie.l.ikenefs with God. And as to fhe Precept Th, POtt 

he gave us at the Beginning of the Verfes. R~/p~ajflJlifj't.lf" 
th,OAth, he commands tis thereby to forbearfwtar,;,hMlmz . .c. 
ing in cafual,things, whofe Event is uncertain; for!~r..;1fo: 
fuch things 'are ·of fmall Moment, and fubjea to 6iil ['llltAr
change, therefore Otis neither juft nor fafe' to fwear ing. 
cpncerning them:' But concerning the things here 
!poken of, whofe Connexion isfi~d by. N eceOity, 
and whofe .Confeq~ence is veFY grea~, we may 
fwear rafely> .and wlrJtaUmanner of Bccency an~ 
J uftice: For neither their lnftability will decei ve 
us, {ince beinglink'd' by the Law of Neceffity. 
they cannot ,but arrive; nor' their'Meannefs and 
Obfcurity render them unworthy to be confirm'd 
by the Teftimony and Intervention of the Divioi--
ty. And if Virtue and Truth are found in Mell, 
Cnuc:h:more are they vi(lble in. the Gods." '. 

Moreovel~ this Oath is in this P~ce.:a 'Precept, ,Thi/ II ",. 
.that we ought to honour bim,who inRrud:s us in Brrwfi W. 
the Truth, fo 'far as even to fweU' by him, if it""{ht~: 
be neceffary for the Confirmation of his DoCtrine; 1, 'f 

,and not to fay barely of him.'pe [Aid.it; but to Truth, 61ff 
afi'ert w~th Con6denc~~ Ih~ Thi"t.s "r:' Ih!lS~ ~ fw'ur not 6y':::, 

, ;1 ~ hi",folf. Now. by fwearang concer~Jng the !!:une,s 
'x :t- . . necef- IInfJt,,,ehu 

it. 

(fJ I have heretikewife.foIlow'd the Manufcript of Flor~ni', 
where inftead of Jlitl.1E1 tI.,},fA.'f'~r '6fA.V~'ITIV' h, 1.'Ars .ith 0;,
J".. which has ~. Meaning in this place, we read '!'td,;rL=1<t-

, ptf'OIC '6fA.VUITIJI, ;mpmfo jllrllt. h, [.tArs' ."ith warmth. . He 
means, that the Poet, convinc'd of the Truth and Ccrtiinty • 

: of the Dotbine which he teaches. {wears, &e.' ' , '. / 
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J' ~ 6 • 'Ibe C01llmentar;tS (Jf Hierocles, . (JfJ 

neceffary Connexion and Union of there moil: ·per;. 
fea: Hab~tudes, he enters into the' very Found:iri. 
on of Theology, and manifeftly demonftntes (g) tbat 
. , th, 

(g) We have {hewn in the Life of Pythllg;"',u. that t~is Phi ... 
lofopher haying learnt in Egyp' the Name of the true God. 
the myfterious and iDeffable Name:. Jllwullh. and finding that 
in the original Tongue it was compos'd of four Letters, tram:. 
lated it into his Mother Tongue by the Word T~tr.lIJs •• th. 
~""im. and gave the true Explication of it. raying that it 
properly fignify'. d. th, S(HWtI If NIIIIIr, thM t"p".uJll! niJs 
.,~ for f., the origi~ Word fipific:s'. HIS fifft Difciple5 
preferv'd this Tradition in all its Purity; but they who fuccee
eJed'them. having in all Appc'ara~ 10ft the Idea of the true 
and original N~~. t~t P"hllgorllS had tranflatcd and ~]ai. 
ned. and ConcelvtDg no longer how the T"r"a,s. the .1J...U/et
f'im, Jh~d fignifiC fo great things, fell into ap' Imaginari9n 
. .t!lat the Virtue of this ~aternarl Number w~ught all thefe 
Miracles, and transferring thus to.the tranflated Name all th~ 
Power that the original Name attributed to him to whom 
'twas given, they concciv'd this Number to be the true P~ 
ciple and the Creator of Beings. Tw().things confirm'd th= 
in this Belief; firlt, the Virtue they pretended to difcover in 
this Fo"" that contains all the Powers .of the Decad, and 
thereby all the Numbers; and the feoon"', the very Name of 
God, which in moll: Languages happens to be compos'd. ¢ . 
four Letters. ' This being alIQw'd, we ought not to be atlo
Jlifh'd at thc-€onfequences of this mighty Difcoveri. 'Twas 
·foon believ'd that an N_ture was only the Etrca of the Powers 
of Numbers; and this Doarine got fucll Footin~ that St • .4.
tujlin himfelf thought it not unworthy of him in fome ~ 
rure to embrace it. and to belicye, not that Numbers were the 
Principles of Things. but that they contain'd infinite Myfieries i 
and indeed there are great Myfteries in the three. the four, the 
(tx, the feven, the fourteen. &e. To convince us of this we 
Jieed only fee what is faid on this SubjetUn a Book intitled 
p,tr; Bung; N,"""wum M,tI,ri/f, where that ~rned Author 
pretends to Jhow the perfeti Agreement he find. between t~ 
Numbers of the Holy&ripture and the.p,thl4gor,MJ Arithme:' 
tick:. This is not the PRce to enter into this Difc:ufiiollJ I 
wtll ~ODteDt my felf ~]y with faying, that Numbers taken ~ 
Prinap1es are mc:er ChimllUl's; fOr..,as .4rijlflll' fays very weD. 
Numbers can never be the Principles of AttioDS aDd of Cha~ 
ges: They may indeed be fignificative and d~certaiD eaq.. 
tes, but they can nev.er be tliofe Clufcs th.emfelVCl. . . ' 
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th~ Golden' Yerfes of Pythagoras.' , I 7 
. the Q....uatemion~ or Number of Four, which is the 

, Source of the Eternal Order of the World, is no
thing elfe than God himfelf, who has created aU 
things. But how (omes God to be 'the Quater
pion ~ (h) This thou may'ft learn in the holy Book 
that is afcrib'd to P,thAg_rlU, (i) and in which. Thi, Bioi 
God is celebrated 'as the Number ,of Numbers. II ¥. 

. For it all things exiR b~ his eternal Decrees, 'tis Por GIl u 
evident ,that in eac:h SpeCIes of things the Number th, Unit, 

- depends on the Caufe that produc'q them.. T~e~:::: '!:X: 
we find the firft Number, and from thence It IS ell ~, the 
f:ome to us. Now the finite Interval of Number N,.",6".,. 
is ten, for he who would reckon more, after ten Por th. 
comes back to one, two~ three, 'till by adding the ?ree~s II/
{econd Decad he makes twenty, by adding the third e~m' 7Mi 
Decad in like manner he ~akeuhirty, and (o goes IIIn,. Th. 
on by tens 'till he comes to a hundred. After a LatinesJi" 

, hundred he coroes back again to one, two, t~re.e, ~~j!r;t 
and thus the Interval of Ten alw~s repeated wdl6ultenllu 
amc:>unt to an Infinity. Now the Power of ten is one. Th~ 
. four; J4oJ"" 

LllngNIIg'f 
. ree/ro • .A 

, li/r,..iji. 
Ch) This Book was a Treatife of the Gods, and this Trea

tife was caIl'd 'I£&r }..5",~~ 'Tis pretended that PythllgorlU 
explain'd in it the Opinion of Orph,us, who wd, that th, B} 
fine' of' N,.","tr -./IS th, Priruipl, of Things, IInti th, RDDI of 
,h, GIIIJ ,;ntlOf th, D,mons. lfirrOeks fays 'twas afcrib'd to 
P,thllglWllt, hecau(e indeed this Opinion was cq,ntefted; fome 
attributed it to PythllgorAs, and others to his Son T,lIIug's • .gee 
1~mhlieus, Chap. XXvIII. For my part, I am of Opinion 
that this Book, as well as what ~'NS writ, were Works of 
a later Date that. the Days of FytbllgorlU • 

• (,) God is One; and as all the Numbers proceed from the ; . 
Unit, foevery thing. that has i. Being proceeds from God: So 
f.uo is certain; but 'tis Dot arguing aright to fay, that becauU: 
God is One, therefore the N~mber One has prOduc'd all thing~ 
by a virtue inhercntin ~hat Number. I will not lofe myTime 
ia refutiag all the vain ~maginations of Hirroeks on thls Sub. 
jeCt:. AIr that he fays in tliefe two or three Pagq. concerning 
Numbers, is at~ bell but c:urioua, ~.lea4s nQt to the ~ 
1edce of any folid 'f,nlth. '.' , 

, 



I 

3 
+ 

The CO.mlllentaries of HieiOcles, 'tJn 

feur; for before we come to a compleat and per': 
fea Decad, we difcover all the Virtue and all the 
Perfedion of the ten in the four. For Example; 
inalfembling all the N umbers from one to four 
incIufively the whole Compofition makes, ten; 
fince one, two, three" a,nd four are ten; 'and four 
is an arithmetical Middle 'between one and "feven ; 

;1-0 for it exceeds the Number' one as much a~.j.t is ex-
, <:ee4ed hy l'heNumher feven; aad this Number is 
shree; fQur being as many more than one as feven 
ts more than four. Now the Powers and Proper

, ties of the Unit, and of the Septenary, are very 
great and excellent: .. For the Unit, as the Princi
ple of all the Numbers, contains in itfelfth'e PQW-

. ers of them all; (~) and the feven heing a Virgin, 
and without any Mother, holds in the fel=on&i 
Place the Virtue and the Perfedion of ,the l1nit~ 
becaufe .ods not ingender'd hf any Number within 
the Interval of;ten, as folir is produc'd by'twice 
two, G" by twice three •. and eight hy ,twice foW"~ 
nine by three times three, and ten by twice five: 
Nor does it prqduce neither any Number within 
that Interval, as the Number two produces four~ 
the three nine~ and' the five'ten. ' And the four 
holding the .niid~e ,Place, 'between the~ncreated. 
Unit and the motherlefs feven~ has alone receiv'd 
the Virtues 'and Powers of the Numbers produ
cing and produc'd, which are contain'd in the De
~a~; beingpradqc'd hY,a certaiDNumber,and produ-

, cing 

(i) 'The Septenary produces no Number within the Interval 
of ten. nor is it felf produc'd by any of the Numbers contai
ned in that Interval. For this Reafon the Pythlllfll'lMlS com
par"d it to Mi",",,,, and even gave it this Name becaufC Mi
'IIf"fJ" was a Virgia lind had no Mother. Behold one of the 
noble and excellent QJJaIities of the Number feven. that is to 
fay, the extravagant Notiolls which the PphIlZ"'fIIIS belic:v'4 
,as, profound MyD:~! . 
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the Golden 'Yerfos" of Pytbagoras. J I , 

dng likcwiCe ano~her; for two being doubled be-
gets four, and four being doubled begets eight. 

Add to this, that 'the firO: folid BOdy is, found 
in the Quaterni.on; for· a Point, anfwers to a Unit, 
and a Line to a Binary;, becaufe indeed from one 
Point we go to anotlJcr Point, and this makes, the 
,Lil)e: And the Superficies anfwers to the Terni", 
ry; for a Triangle is the moO: plain of all ream .. 
neal Figures: But' Solidity is the' Nature of the 
~atemion; for 'tis .in the four t~at we difcover 
the firG Pyramid, whofe tri~Qgular Bafts is. com
fO$'d by the three, and its 'Point 'Or TOp is made 
by the Unit.·· , 
, (I) Moreover, taere arefour Faculties that judge 
of things; UnderGancling, Knowledge. Opinion, 

, and ,Senfe; for all things fall under the Judgment 
of one of thefe fou,r Faculties. em) I~ a Word. 

o the 

(I) 'Tis'impoffible to conceive anyotherFacultybefidc5 t~ 
{Pur, ~r to imagine any thing that will not fall within the 
Compafs and Extent ot one of them: For, as Arijotl, acknow. 
ledges in the firft Book of the Soul. Chap. 2.,' AU thi1)IS /w' 
j",g'J. 10-", th, uiu/'rflllnJing, othm ~'1'Kn_/eJge, ,thm 

. S10/iniDn, .7itI others", Smfe: Ke.1oe' ~ 'Ttl.' '7Z~fp.tt.71t. Ttl 
'<,1 N , •• ., , •• ",,. '4· ... ' Th r.' p. ,,111. 71t. ~ S7rlTrtp.n, Tit. :J d'Ol;It., Tit. 'J tUG;TnlTfrl. e lame 

.Arifl,tl, teaches likewife, that th, Underfl"nJing ."!,.,,, to the . 
Ntlm6tr 011'. Kns,.Z,Jg' to trn, O/inion to tbl'". Dr. ."hich is . 
~h, JAm, thi"g, tD th, Sf4p,rjici,s, ""d S,nfe tD th, ~at"";oll. 
Ir to th, folid Figlfr,. His Words arlt remarkl!bI~': "NoOJf 'ji:.1 
~ ~v. Cnn~i!l-lm ~ TO No. lite. :r 0 .ni Cnn1iJ'1I iet9p.a" J'o~. 

. it" aiJ7{,ITIV ~ T ciH ~Ef~;;'. pllllAreh fays the faille thing in 
the f«ond Book of the Opinions of Philofophers, Chap, III, 
and expJains~ the Reafons of it: But in this Kuthor the Senfe 
1m no Number that anf'!VCl's to iti therefore Th'DJorlls MM
eili"" had Reafon to believe. that there is a Gap in the Text • 
.00 that oflC or two Lines arc:' wanting, where Pltlt.rch had 
cipJam'd in what Man~er the Scnfe anfwers to the Number 
four, and had (hewn that as the fOur contains the three. fo in 
like manner the Senfe contains the three other Faculties, the 
Vnderftanding, Knowledg.. and Opinion. . 

em) The Q!!aternion includes the four Elements. beca\lfe 
m~ ue Ww' ~f th~m1 ~d ~ NlUDbcrl• bea,uG: theya:u • 
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5 &0 'De c.mmtllf'ies of Hierocies, .. 
t the Quaternion contains and binds together all Be,. 

jngs wharfoever, the E.lements, Numbers, Seafom. 
Ages, ;Societies or .Communities; and 'tis impoOi
ble to name anyone lingle thing, that depends Dot 
on ~hat Number, IS on its Root and Principle: 

. . For" as we raid before, the. Q!!atemion is the c~ 
'~7" III- ator, and the Caufe of all things. -The IntelligiJ ~ ble God is the Caufe of the Heavenly and SenfibJe 
p.i. bt' God. (IJ.) Tlie Knowledge of this 600 was tranf.. I-·ru I~ mitted to the ']thAg.reAIII by 'lth#g.,.., I himfeJf, 
::,;~! (,) by whom the Author of thefe (\Terfes (wears 
tt.Jiwr.fo~- in this Place, that the Perfeaion of Vinue wiH j 
, lead us to the Light of Truth; fo that we may 

(afely fay, that this Precept, Rt/i"Ei the 04lh. is 
partl,CuJarly ob,fe~v~d in regard to the EtemalGods, 
, who 

all contain'd in dle Powers of four, that compolCs the perfea 
Number ted; as has been before explain'd. It includes ~ 
wife the four Seafons of the !Year. and the four Ages of Mm, 
1Jecaufe there are four Seafons. and tour Ages. But how ca,a 
it be Wd to Q)ntain likewife the Societies? This we are ·taught 
by,l11H. the PlAlonielt Philofopher. ~n his Book i, lMis Mil
Ih"".tie;$ hi Tim. Plat. cap. 'IftU 'T'7et!.Jt.1&~ !1 /'t",u@-, 
where he fays, 'EtB£I''' :t 'T£7eI1JL1tJ" ,; ,;y "OIVO"III" cl(oX,) 
ii'!1 ; .t,Bf~. J'u~ :t oT,,(T, 'Tel~ ~ "J.,.,.", 'Ti1etl~ ~ 
tJI'£~lf' ~,s IB,@- C«. 'T~T"V VIli'JtfoI,. n, /l'fJI1IIh ~ ... 
'''''';D7I is 1_ II' SIe;,Ii'$: Th, .,DimJM;"" IItIIIIIS it 'IHf' fM, 
Unit .f t/ii$ ~mUon. il 14.,,; til. ''''' ,II. lH*fo; ,he thn.l' 
,h, ViIlIlZ'; ,Iii fl"" ,lit Cit,; for .f Ih.fo IMh PupJ.;s t: __ 
1M'i. He means. that in die NlIm6er four we find whatever 
~mpofes the difJi:rent Nations; fOr they are only a Com}lOU1l4 
~f Men, of Houfes, of V~s, and of Cities. 

(71) I have in this Place foUOw'd the Manufcr.ipt of JI~. 
:where inf}ead of ';'T~'T"'V ",.vlr; we read ,; nn "'~fS"fi 
Ih, ~1,JZ' 'f Ihi$ irIt.llJgi&l, GDl. that is to fay, 'f thU 
~l4IItmli"', What fonows proves tbc Nea:Rity of t1iis A,,;' 
meDdment. 

(D) The Copy co~par'd with the Manufc:ripts, and the M.
JlUtcript of ~" have reftor'd this 1'a1JiRe, wJUch is very 
<OlTUpt in the printed Text. where we reaa &, ~ ,~, itJl'£",.
,,~. which is not Senfe; it ought to be mended OP ~ !lu, t.
~~u,. fIJ""" ht j'rnMI. for that is the Ma~ in ~ 

;" 
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who are always the fame, (p> and that in this Place . 
the Poet fwears by him who taught us the Quater- GrIM 
~ Numb'er, (9) who indeed was not one of lr·ife,f " 
thefe' Gods, .flor of the Heroes who :ft'e fueh by PythagOrai 
Nature, but onl)' a Man adorn'd with the Like-
nefsof God. and who prefetv'd in. the Minds 'of 
his Difciples alI the Majefty of that Divine Image. 
(7") For this ,Reafonfhc Poet,. in Affairs of fo 

great 

(I') He means. that the Author of there VertCs has enat,. 
GbieiVd the Precept, lUJp,S the OMII, in regard to the Gods; 
for he fwears not by them, but by a Man who was not God. 

(q) I know nothtng more great and noble than the Encomi
um that Hi,r,&l,s here givesp,thllgllf'IU, in faying that he was 
~ot one of the Gods; but a Man like to God, and who ppe. 
ferv'd in the Minds of his DlfcipJes all the Majefty of thad-

. mar,)' HilrOekl always returns to the Oath ~hichhe pretends 
the Author of thefe Verfes fwore by P)thag/will himfeIf, as by 
the Man who fira taught the Knowlcidge of the flcred Oai
ternion. I cannot .but wonder that after an ExpHcation--rc, 
plain, fo well authoriz'd, and fo conformable to tlie Venerati-' 
on- which the pphllg,ml1ls had fer tfteir Maftert· ~he-leuMcl 
S,Um, ift his Treatife a' Diu S,.-U, has labour'dafter fo dit'
ferentanlil f? far-(etch'd an Explication: In the fira. Place !CIt 
bow he recites the' Pa1Iage: 

'Ou p.a. '" Jp.i7te!t 4ux" ~&1'7d, TJ9$u.7~fo'· l'~ 
IIci'''1' ;'~Y4ts ~tiCTe~, ~Alp.cTr.iXJt. ..... . 

And he expl~ins it thus. N" I !";,iir b th, ~1IM';"i~.1# 
hlf' trAn!mitt,J intQ.,ur S,u/s th, S,ure, that &lTIIllms thl BHts 
1/ ,tm'If' NIIt~r'. that is to lay. Ilw,ar '" th. Cr"'w," 
th, Unfu,,{t. He makes T{J~1t1u, of the Mafculine (;encfer. 
and ~~ains. th,ft Rlltl eltAlp.ctlt£. th,. four El"'"~; ~ll 
lxphartlOD ts unwarrantabJ.. and contrary to' the Opiaioz>. or 
al! Aotiqui!]_ .• We need onfy fee w~t7:~elU ~t.s,. ill'~c 
Life of thiS Pbilofopher, Cliap. al.Such ,.. ollth II. ,~.d 
t, th, Pytbagorcans.IH,aup ;"""J th,) Jurj. ""t . ,~. ~.~ 
fI.,1I m,,,t;,n th, Nllm, Df PythagOJ:as, III ihiJ .""., '''1''Y &l1li,-

tlllU ,f &1111;"4 th, G"'l ~ iheir NMfJ'S, 6ut til" meW,l hilll 
HIIII". the NAme ,f th, InTl,,,t,r 'f the ~Ir"_' t own' 
however t~t they fwore fometimes by the Q!!atcrnion, but 
tlUi is nOt a fufficient Reafon to change the Scare of this
Verfe. 

I 
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3 2. 2. De Commentaries of Hieicicles, on • 
great Moment. f wean by him, thereby tacitly tD 
mfinuate the great Veneration his Difciples had £or 
him, and the valt Refpea and Efteem which this 
PhiJofopher had acquir'd, OD account of the Do-

. arine he taught. 
T-he chief of his Precepts was the Knowledge 

. of the Quatemion that ueated aU things: But fee
ing the firft Part of this Verfe has been briefly 
explain'd, and the latter Part of it confifHng of a 
firm and folemn P~omife, (s) that the faued Name 
of the Quaternion is knowlJ by a Hope that can
not deceive us; (I) and feeing befides that this 

. :Qivine Quaternion has been explain'd, as fully as 
the Bounds which we prefcrib'd to our (elves 
would allow, let us proceed to the other things to 
which thefe Verfes fommon us; but let us in the 6dl 
place thew with what Ardour~ and with what 
Preparation we ough': to apply our felves thereto, 
and what need we have to be therein afliO:ed and 
fuccour'd by the Superior Beings. 

(s) This PaAi2e is v~ faulty in the Text, or at leaft I con.: 
fcfS I do not underlland.lt. 'lt~q~J.'1'~ is not Senfe, and IEeI
,&~7"f' as the Manufcripts read it, is no better; for what can 
mean ,he fomJ Int".""t", of ,he ~l4IItern;,,, ;s ao./J fly .. 
Hope thM u's not J,e.,;.u" Once more, I do not underftaDd it. 
I believe Hi"","s writ ;t~ ~&T/f' inftead ef ;'(d·fJ&Tlf •. ;1-
tJ. ~J,T/f' th, 1M'" NIIf"'· He rcguds even the Word .§lu
lern;", as aholyWordbecaufe of God whom it denotes, and of 
the inferiqt" virtues which this Number contains; and he &" 
that thiJ NMM ;1 Imo7Im '" " Hop' ,hilt ,MIIIIt tlm;.u,; becaufe 
,it was PJthlllorllS himfelf who taught it to his Difciple, and 
~ was a Man incapable to deceive them. • 

(t) For he endeavour'd to fhew by the Powers of this Num
ber, how it was the Source of Nature. and the Caufe of the 
Creation: . But P,thlllorllS aplain'd it with greater SOlidity, by 
dem~ting it to be the Explication of the unutterable NlJllc 
of ~hicla we have ~ . {peaking. ' 

v E·K-
." . ~ 
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V E R S E S XLVIII, and . XLIX. 

But never begin to fit thj Hand to the 
'York, . ' 

'Till thou haft jirfl praJtJ the Gods 16 
. '4~co11'1pliJh what thof4 art ,going to ' bt"-, 

gm. . 
T HE Author ·of there Verfes defcribes in a few Th, t __ 

Words the two things that abfolutely mufi things nl-
. concur to make us obtain the true Goods: Thefe eeffolrry t~L 

• • I ma 'UJD_ 
two thmgs are the voluntary MotIon of our Soul, tain th, 
and the Affifiance of Heaven; for tho' the Choice t~ueGgo's • • 
of Go'od be free, and depend on us, (a) feeing ne- God is th,. 

verthelefs that we hold t his Liberty and this Pow- ;!:t~~re~~ 
er from God, we have continual Need of the A(-IlT/d ~'IITI
fifiance of God, to co-operate with us; (b) and to[equtTIet ... 

. accom- have n"J 
of his SIW: 
tour. 

(a) Behold here a Pagan who confeffes that tho'wearefree; 
yet feeing 'tis from God that we hold this Freedom, we have 
continual rieed of his Affillance, to make ufe of it in Order to 
do what is good; for of Ollr felves we ca'o only make an ill 
l1fe of it, and it would ferve for nothing but to dellroy us • 
. (b) There is here a great Fault in the printed Text; for 

what means ~ 7~Mi,J,IT~"J~ T al 9 ,, ~J, of the Ferfo8ion, or of 
the AccDmplifhment of fiT/Jib!e things, or as the Latin Interpre
ter has turn'd it, rerum perfeEiione quI. Jenfies movent 1 'Tis im
pollible that th~ fllould make any Senfe whatever. Inllead 
of .:Uen~, of ftnflble things, we read in the Margin of the 
Copy compar'd with the Manufcripts, v~iB~7~W' ,fthe t"in%s 
'JPhich .we hlWe chofen, or undertaken, The Manlolfcript of Fl,
rtnce reads it thus likewile. But I am perfuaded that Hiero
el,s writ ahll9h7cvl/, of the things that we ask. He fays that 
wenave need that God lhould perfect an accomplilh what' 
we as,k of him in o~r ~~ayers,. tha~ is , tq fay, all ou~ , g<>?d 
WbIKs, and 'all the GOOd that we do. And 'as a cetfain l' ioof 
that, this is ~he true R~ading. we finq that in the very ~eit~ 
Page Hi;ro,!er Writes likewife, (.l.lIcN v lireJ~ T x.7nITIV T di7~ ' 
6~v7(dv q;rOlTo~eg .,7t:t.~, without imploJin: ~n )tsr p"rl the." /'''JP 
Endt4vour to ,btlJin what we ask~ . 
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ilccomplilh what we ask of him: For our own 
deavours are properly like an open Hand, ftretch'd 
out to receive goOd things; and what he contributes 
on his part is like the Magazine or Source of the 
.Gifts which he bellows upon us. Our Part is to 
feek after that which is ~ a.d 'tis the Part of 
(bod to fuow it to them wh~ feek after it as they 
ought: And Prayer is a Medium between our reek
ing, and the @ift of .God; 'tis addrelS'd to the 
Caufe that has produc'd Us, and which as it gave 
us our Being, gives. us our Well-being likewife. 

, Now how can Man receive any GooC:l unlefsGod 
~IIJ"';I;. bellows itt And how 1hall God, who. can alone 
irJAi7I ;'ilh- give it, give it to him. who beiDg the Maller of 
: :::; his own Defires, difdains eYen to ask for it~ To 
;. 'INJi8 the end th~efor~ that on the one hand we may not 
--pray in Words only; but confirm our Prayers by 
1',,,,,,. IIi- our A~ion~ and .that on th~ other h~d we may :-.;!, tD not entirely t~fl: In our Acbons; but l~plore the 
I..,.. Aqiftance of God on, them; and thus join our 
rlll,tl. IIJ Prayers and Actions together, as Form to Matter; 
!;j";,;, the Poet, to incline us to pray for what we do, 
"",IrS IJy and to do what we pray for, J~IDS thefe two to-
1II11i11u.· gether, and fays, B"'. ni'rJer I bel'" ti ,fit thJ H_ 

to the Wor~ 'ti/illfter tho. hllft prill J. the GoJs It}: 

, 4&compu Jh 'WhAt th,. IIrt ""Otlt to !Jegi". , 
, • Til .a ',' And indeed, we neither ought to undertake good. 

;"IJIIMt. Actions, as if the Succefs depended on us; wit~ 
hj;::U ., out the Affiftance of God, (c) nor content our, 
Y",., * felves with the bare Words of Prayer, without u· 
.,.", Gog on our Part the leaO: End.eavOUJ"' to obtain 
«1~. ~4t. 
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the Go/deN Ptrfer 'of' Pythagoras. l~1 
",bat we est: For: ill fa doinS, (4) e.ithcr w.e lbdl 
cmbrKe 0.:'11.- Virtue ~hat __ piOU., 2nd with-
oU.t God, If rt t,e permuted to· life, that EkPrefii;,. 

_ .on, or we fhlll utter Prayers tf,tt willbt: ,void of 
W~>rb: Now the r.ty' o~ die" 6rft: will intirefy 
"rain the very Elfence of VIrtue; (~) and the I.,.. 
action of thelaA: will abfolute)y deiroy the ESi .. 
ucy of our P/aytrs. For how can that be good which 'rIwr, it 
-is not dont accOFdi~ to the Law of God ~ " AId 00.,. ""07i 
·.an th~t which is dOne according to that La .. ,. not~, 't. 
fi-and 111 .nted of the Affiftanct of tbe frme God, '@,utor
to mike it exifi: -tnd 'to bring it to PellfdCion. For tling I. th • 
. Virtue H the Image ef God in fh~ rear~able SouL r....JG.1 
"Cf) Now every Iil1a~e has need of the Original . 
"that it may fub6lh (gl but 'tis in vain for us to 
., y' poffefs ' 

(Ii) There is DOtbibg .more true. 'to ad: withou.t' l'~ying ~ 
!mpioul, and tOJ'ra] ,,"thout atnog is in vain; tor GOd -wIlt 
kve us 'WOrk Wtm him. This Principle alone puts to "Flight 
ami deftntys.a World .f 11.., • .amI Uhdioas. _ '"" ~, •. 
pily ...... d in our Day .. ". . 

(,) Notlsing is truei-or betteratgu'd; and I cantKIt fcewhy 
C.fotilJon coti'eaed this pYfige, and read ""IIXfif for. e1JX"" 

, -fl -1""1 ,hi Yip",. of Ih, S,.J. Nothing call be m~ 
WIde of the Scme of Hitrtei.s. " m It not being the Bulinefs of an OritfnallO a~ in fbrin;'· 
ing..-IIc-Copf. but ~ '!tis {uflia.t tg'Mve it lye before tbf 
WOIIbnu; _ mWt '-1-, that God being once &aGWn, MUJ . 
b:y his i'WIl _agtll .-may draw in bin~lf the Image .qf 
Jiim: lilt 'tis not iWida Ged .. with otJaer Or~ aar wi. 
·Virtue as with other CoJiies. virtue caDDotform it fclf ja 
the SaW. but h1 the 'OcJ.optratiall of ita Origiual. 'liae bNg t~ 
80urcie of all Good Qd·of Light. The (;~ oompar'd Wit.b 
tit. ~fcript .. aDcfIlbe MaaUfcript.flf~, nad ~.,TII'; 
-l'roJIIIi;,., Birth, iDaead of ~ctlT". ~,,;./HIt«. 

CI) Not approY~f tlae -Rending ill the printed Text, " 
.H"iI ~ 1f.T.~O~' _/J6WMIj";"i is llfokfi, I-bad aa 
the Margin of the Capy C8NpU'd wida the Manuf •• ~ _ 
,;,~.,. 1f.TIIJ,Gtw. __ .. -'_"",.·iJ is 11# fof/k;I. j , ~ 
afterwards I uw that the Manufcript. er P'WIII" rcad~ "!1 .... 
• :: n AT."" 'Which J taR to be the tr~ Rcadi~. be. 
<Bore tl. ScaIfe i& VfII7 fine. _ ~beliJl1ow'd,jtJ 'Tis;" 
rHm for. fCltt bIw, Mpir'fI '-IfINV~J -Ji .. ,t'1#;711111111 

, "l""iI. 
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J 2.~ 71.Je Comn,mtaries of Hierocles~ :_ 
.poKefs this'IlDI8e, if we keep not our Eyes co. 
,tioually 6xt on this (>rigiJJaJ,. whofe Likene6 aIoae 
is tbe Caule of aU that is good and exceUent. _ 
, If therefore we woukl acquire aCtive Virtue, 
1re mull pray, but then our Prayers mul\ be ~ 
cmnpanytd wirh·AB:ioDs; and this is that which 
makes us always look up to the Divinity, ana to 
the Ligt.t that furrounds it; and that excites us to 
the Study of PhilofOphy, (h) by being always im.. 
pIoy'd in the AChof Viitue, and b)' addrefiiJa20ur 
Prayers without -ceding to the fUll Caufe ot aD 
~oOd. For the $"".,,,., NAt"" ",.p C.",.fo is 
Eterllal. the holy ~aterniOD. is the irft, Caut'", 
1I0t only of the Being of aU· things, but of their 
Well-being like.wife, having fown and diffus'd thl'()' 
aU the Univcrfe the Good that is innate and natu
ral to it, as an incorruptible and intelligent Light. 
The Soul that adheres to this Cauft, (i) and that 
,has purify'd her felf like an Eye, to make her 

~ Ap1"'" Sight die more dear and lIlore piercing, is Rirr'd 
;:::"w::ks up to Prayer .by her Application to good ~ork$, 
.I;"s III lip and by t6e Plenitude of GoOd' that refults from 
'I- F,,,,,,. "" . Prayer, 

're 

tIl",J, &c. 'Tis tot -trith our Soot and with Gbd, aI witIl 
otber Ori~s ami other Copies. The c::ov of lUI Oriainal ' 
cmce ma&, prefert"es always its Litenefs mdepeudmt nona 
the Original it T'1'rcfeJltll: But'tis in t"am for the sOul of Mall 
to be the Image Of God, unleU We keep the ~ continu
ally before our Eyes; for withCllit it the Image will foon be 
wlp'd out and deftro)'·d, becaufe 'ria th~C:: alway, 
perfeas jtl Copy, aIId preferYes the Lilt them • 

(h) Here fomething was waJltUlg in the Text. Th.e 9»P1 
compar'd with the Manufcripts bacfin the MaRin ~{]tl iiJ tv 
;X~ ~ I1Irftt"" «iT~tU; which comes near the true Reading 
.~ the ManUfaipt of "IIor",t, gives it us, tdltl 91i lu%~ 
'fI'ejl '" '7iI'~rtTlW ahfd.v; for tlle Matter in hand is Prayer &eo 
compaay'd with WorltL ._ 

e'l I Have follOW-d the teaioD of the Copy com~'d with 
the Manufcript" which i. IOOfirm'4 by the MaDufCl'lpt of 711-
NlHt. imr1tN I'IUjI.{,f,C~'" ioICad Of t(wTIiII"rt4'pJ,~,"" 

, ' I .. 
, . 
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thtGolJtn, Perfis of Pythagoras~ - 317 
Prayer. fhe increafes her Fervenc:y~ joining. good. 
Actions to pious' Words, and. confirming and" 
firengthning . thofe good Actions by this Divine. 
Intercourfe. Thus panly difcovering of her felt· 
and partly inlighten'd from above, the does what 
1beprays for, and prays tor what (he does. And 
this is the fo neceifary Union of Prayer and of 
Workst But what are the Advantages we gain by 
thefe two Means join'd together, is the SubjeCt: of 
~hat follows. . 

V ER S E S XLIX,-~ and LI .... 

When th_ htijJ 1II4Iit this HaIJittuJe !411Jili .. 
• T to thee, '.' . .' rh,. 'lIIi!t kn()'lJ) the C;mftitutifm'oj' the Jm." 
11I()T~41 Godsilna of Men,' . 

Even htJiuJ far th~ different Beings e#(tem/, 
~ what tonl4i1ls and "inii themtoge" j 

ther.· ' 

T H E firn: thing the Author promifes to fuch .Ah,iltlt4.. 

as praClife the toregoing Precepts, (41) is the'1:;:~"" 
Knowledge of the God~ the Science of Theola-. th, jo;'!, 
gy, and t? be able to difljngu~fh aright betwee~' of .ASiom 
all the Bemgs that flow from this facrett Q!taternt-'tli p,..,m. 
on, with their Difference according to their Kinds, . 
and their Union in order to the Confi:itution of 

Y l thiS' 

(II> Ht!I'e we ~ ill what the Science of Theology confi/t~ 
ed, . according to P"fIIIg"III; that is to fay. in the Kaowledge 
of God, and of the rational Beings which he has created; and. 
ib pratti~ whatever this Knowledge neceffiui1y requirrs of 
\fl. How nappy would Mea bet if tbC)' contain'd themfelv~ 
within. thefe Boupds I. .. '. '. 
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3 18 'D, CtmbIilfItllNtS Of Hieroc~~ 
this UDiYri; fOr their Order aad their Raa __ 
'in this place aprelS'd by this Word c..~ 
(~) H", f. thIJ exrewJ '-fllws, cxprdfes their 

, fpeci6ck DiffcreDce. and ~ ",*;111 .. __ 

.. t.gnber, marks their gtDerical CommUDi~ • 
.,,.,, ,"'All- For tbe feveral Kinds of rational Subfl:aaces, tOO" .zt:kDts:; they are dividtd by their Nanuc, ro-unite them-. 
. j,..:, [elves b7 the faille interVal chat divides them: An&I 
,.",,,, Gu fome 0 them being 6r&, others in the Middlr.; 
- MIIII, and others Jaft, is what at the fame time fepuau:. ;::u .... and unites them; for _by this means, neither can 
~N ~. the firG be middle or Ita, (e) nor the middle lira. 
__ ., or laft, nor the laft middle or' firft; but they re-
'h.. WIiiJJ. main eternally difiinguiJh'd aad c1ividecl according 
,,;:. r. to their Genus, by the Bounds which thtir era
rill :,- tor has prefcrib"d them: And thus we underfbIMI 
"",.,.."". thefe Words. Iww f. the tliff",.", BriIILI e"" 
~ t-fo-; and that we -7 uaderftaaQ libw~ 
'~I·the Words that follow, ... »IbM UIJIIUIIS_ 

.. ' 

IMtis the", t'gnlter. let usnamine them as fonows. 
, This Univerfe would notbe perfea if it con.; 

t'ain"d no-. in it (elf the fir!. the middle, IDd the 
~' aft 

, , 

(I) By ratieaaJ sublWlces is meant tM CODUDoft Genus tIiIt 
indOcb aD the Species. God .. Aap and Men. This is nat 
PJ!.III caDs »i"UIFI that mutaiJu the o.dcr aDd IlaaIt. . 
wlaida they peaeif. : 7'1 bu-Il .M~'X." .. a..",.. MdI .j ,h.., 1Jd"u: For die Species are ~; the Gods coofoUaa 
DOt themfelves with the Angels. DOl'the Angels with theGodI 
er witk Men: Each of thdeJkinp hat its IJoaDds mark"d ~ 
, 7'1 X.e!II';'" whuh ,,,,, ... iliff _4,hewt. that is to Ii,. 
that .re-unites them. and that makes of thefe diflereDt Spec:iea 
one and the fame Genus, and one onl1 Whole. fo that the !aft: 
Species remounts to the firft by its Middle. I have takeo ~ 
~ter Care in explaining this PaBage of P".,WIII, ad ia 
ClOafiru,iag tne Exp1icatiOft which iJI ... , bal pea it. bit
caufe SIIiIn4fIlll has explain'd it very ill ia his PrefAce to * 
.JiItIMidt vcrfion of the Pi6btre of e_. 

(t) I ha't'eaddcd theA WorciJ which ~ viUbJ~WUlti" 
ill tlieTett, but are f!.IPPly'd in the Maq,iltof tile y com,. 
par'd with tho ManWCrlpts, w,'Ti 'TcC.I'W4'..,".' fil-. 
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the Go/den Perfis of Pythagoras. 
I JaIl Parts of it, as the BegiDDin~ the Micl4Jt, and 

the End of aU tbis S>:ftem, of all this Co~fiti
on: Nor would tlle nrG Parts of it be the .fira. 
if they were not attend~ by the middle and by 
the Wi; nor would the middle Part be the middle, 
if · they h.ad not on either hand of them the two 
EXtreams; nor laftJy, would the 1aft,Parts be wha!t 
dwy are, if they: were not pr.ceded by the fid~ 
and by thellliddle. , 

All thefe ddferent Beings ferve together to the 
Pe,kaionof the whole Fabridr, and tbis is what 
i. here munt by thefe Words, lind 2IIhilt tQlltAi. t"'" "". "_ t. to '''' III1.lhlr. Inafmuch as 
they differ in their Kinds, they are feparate froDi 
One anothor; but inafmuch as they are Members 
01 one and tho fame Whole. they rejoin and re
unite thtmfelfes: (4) ADd by this Separation ani 
this Union tcgctber, they compleat and perfed the 
whole • Conflitution and Order of this Divine 

• 

Work; a Conftitution which thou wilt perfedI), 
know, if thou get'G a Habitude of the'" Good *nAt;lt, 
Things of which he has already [poken. We can./aJ' Prl4Jer 

n~t ~entio~ the two E~reams, but ~he middle ~;iD!~II~y 
wiJl lmmedlately prefent It [elf to the'MlIld; theTf- tlJ,PraBlce 

fore he thought it enough tQ fay, the C,njfit*tiDn IIf Virtu" • 
• f the ImmortAL Gods and of Mill. For the firft WhJ h, 
llejn~s are link'd to the Jaft by the middJe Beings; :~t;o;: 
~nd the laft re-a(cend to the firfl: by the Mediati- mid"t. B,. 
on and Interpofition of the Heroes, full of Good- ingr, »JhII 
Dcfs and of Light. For this is the Number and 1"'~thtH~~ 
, Y h ~u ~ 

3 teGD rfi 
IIna Df 

- ------------------ Light, th141 
is to foy, 

(J) For by their Separ:1t1on they compleat and perfud: this th, .doni'/;. 
J)WIDe Work. inafmuclt as thereby the Unjycrfe is fiIl'd and :t
darrd with intelligmt Creatures. whd,are jts Perfcdion; and 
""their Union. they compleat aDd pertta: it likewife, ina(. 
.1IIUdt as thereby the Whole rc>:afceods to God. whq fills t~ = :: who ~q the )V~, alld ~h~ rerfettf tll~ 
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3 3 0 The CtJmi"mtariel of HierOcles,' 0-
the Order of -IntelligentBeings, as we Wd in the 
Beginning of this W Mk j wliere we fitew"d that 
the fira in'this Vniverfe are the IIJlDltHtal Gods, 
afte,r them the benefice'nt Heroes, and Iaft of aD 
the terreftrial De~ons, whom he here calls ~""M 
)1,(,11, Now hpw to know each' of thefe Ki4Jds has 
"been already fhewn in the Beginning of this Di
fcourfe; to wit, by having a fcienti6cal :Know
ledge of all thefe B~ings, (e) which Tradition has ' 

Phi/fJji- taught us to honour: (/) And this fdenti6cal I 
P'j't';ly Knowledge is formed only in fuch as have adontd 
hMl, ;::1 Pra~ical Virtue with Cont!mplative VirtUe, or I 
,7I,ijiCM whom the Goodnef! of theu Nature has elWttd I 
ICJI.,,].,,~,. from human to divine Virtues: For thus to know 

the Beings as they were eft,bJifh'd and conftituted 
by God himfelf, is to' raife our felves up to the 
Divine ,Likenefs. But forafrouch as Dext to' this 
DKpofitioD and Order (g) of thefe'incorporealOr 
immaterial Beings fuccee(fs the Corporeal NatuJ;t, 
whi~h fills this,vifible World, and is fubmitted'to . ~e 
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·tht .Go/tim Perfl! of Pythagoras. 3'3 I 

the ConduS: of thole rational Edenie!; the Poet ~"Z' 
filews in the next p~ce that the Advantage of N~··t::;.'"" 
tum M Phyfical Philofophy ~nd Knowledge, will '1"'." '/ 
be the EffeCl of having lamt all thefe things with 'th, KnI'l1-

Order ~ in .the Mediad bcfore..mention'.d. ·.J"Jz, of 
, , I ' ", ,GOJi. 

I. ' ... ;" . ~; . 

V E R S E S ~II, and LIII. 

T1JfJII fhlllt Iiltt'lJliji k~, IICcor'ing I, JfI'!" 
, .I!~e, th"t t.he Nlltflre Df this Univerp 
- is in all things at~lte.. .' 

8(J Ihllt thou ./halt not hope flJ)hat tho, 
. - fJ!Iiht'ft 1Jf)t 10 hope _ 411.4 IJDthing in this' . ]VfI'''' fo411 /;e hi' jr,1II t.};ee. 

(4) NAture in ,forming this Univerfe after the NMIW' ;" 
, Diviae Nea~ure and Proportion, nude it '!hU PiA" 

in aU thin~s .coaformable and Jike to it (elf,' Qnalo- U .: tJt~r 
~ically in different Manners~· and of alhhe different t G •• 
Speoi~ dia:'us·d throughout the wholt, it made as . 
k wote'an Image of-the Divine Beauty, impart~ 
varioutly to thC Copy the Perfections of the On- . 

. Y' + . ginal; 

, . 
. (II' Himdls _'ling but Il8W mark'd out to us the true 

Bounds of~. he here mara out tbe Linaits of Natural 
Philofophy. infinuating tlaat we ought to cootent .our felvCl .u 'peDCtratillK tlG farther int9 thiS ScicsK:e thaD is needful to 
Jet US know. tUt. God created this Uaiyerfe. and ftamp'd u,.· 
00 it fevenl Charaaers of his OWD Per£eaions j that all If. 
P.arts are fubordioate to ODe another. by vir:tue of the fame 
Law that eftablifh'd them; and that Man holding the Middle 
Ranlc betweea the Superior aDd Inferior Beings. may tJuouih 
the MGtion of his own will. unite himfelf to the one or t~ 
other of tbem. aod participate of the Nature of Bealls, or of 
die N.um: of~. Thus P,th_Z",/II inducbi Morality itJ 
'~!fic:k~;·and ~ Mcth~ §~trM~1 obfery'd~. ' 
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ginal; for to rite Heavens it g~ ft~ ·Motiaft~· 
. Ind·. to the :Earth 'Stabilily. ,Now th~k two.Q..ua~ 
lities are fo many Strokes or Touches of the Divine 
Rcfemblance.He appointed theCelc!Rial Body q, fur-. 
round the Uniyer~ and the T tmftriaI Body toftrvo. 
for Centre to the CelefiiaL Now in a Sphere the Ceo, 
tre and the CiF~erence may be regarded in dif
fen'nt RefpeCts •. as its Beginning and as its Princi
ple. (~) Hence it is •. thit the Circl\ftlference ii 
diver6fy'd with an Infinity of Stars and of InteBi"tnt ,BeingsJ .and that tb.liartb is adOrD'd 6h 
Plants and wuhAnimals. who arcNndu'd only with 
Senfe: Between thefe two Sorts of Beings fo difFe
rent from eaeh other. Man bold. the Miadle Spaef', 
,5 ~ amphibious Animal, being the. Iaft of the Su
perior Being!, and the fufi: of the Inferior; (c) this 
is the ReafOn ':why he fometimes unites himfelfto 
tl1e Immortal Beings, and by his RetUrn (If) tQ 

. Ubd"ftandiog and to Virtue, recovers hisDamrii 
Stace; and fometimts he rep1uo~s himfelf among 
tbe Mortal, and· by tnnfweOing the Divine lAws. 
forfeits and. f.Us off frolll his Ditni~. Anci indeed 

rhl Gree} being the laft of Rational Beings, lie cannot think 
".,~~ :0",' and InoW alw .... alib· (,) ·for if he couJ, he' 
fip~s~ ~-, 
ufetheUn- 'wonJd 
deJlt.and
~. . I • 

Digitizea by Google 



-thl Golden .Yef'/ts of Pythagora5.~ ~ J J 
~ tJQt be. MaD, but Qod by Natpre; nor. con., 
template al""",,, for that would place him in the 
llank of Angels: Whereas he is ooly Mao, who by lfrII JI .. I 

Il.efemblanc:e and Likenefs. may raife himfelf up to if;"Jiriw. 
what is moil: goo4 and excellent;·. and who by N a- :: ~::= 
turc is inferior to the lmmol1al Gods, and to the ,,11 • .,,11 
fieroes full ofGoodnefs and of Light, that iuofay, IJtnp "'".. 

tp the ·two Kiods that hold the 6rft and, f~ohd ~;" ';:j 
B.ank: As he is inferior to thefe Beings~ inafmuc:h ~ 
IS he does not always know and contemplate, but • 
is fometimcs in a total Ignoranc:e and Forgetfulnefs . 
of his 0 .... Jag-ence, and Of &he Light that· defcends 
from God ufJOa him; (0 likewife on the other hand, M"" u ~ 
by not beiag· always in this Forgetfulnefs and 1Pl"' Irw'::,," 
raDCe, . he is fuperior to all the Animals without =~ 
lleaRm, and to PI~ts. and he furpaffcs b1 his 1i.f- NIIt~. ' 
fcoc:eall the terreGrial aad mortal Nature, lnafmuc:h· . , 
as he is himCelf naturally capable to return towards 
!aU .. God, to efface his ForptfuJnefS by llcmini;' 
feeney, to recover ~ IDDruaioo what lie has loG, 
and to .repaIr his FligJit from things above. by-. quite 
~ Tendency. that-is to fay, by beingWhol-
I)' intent upon them. , . . ..' 
. (f) This being therefore the Nature of Mail. it 

becomes him. to bow the. Conllitution of.the Im~ 
'Amrta! Gods, and ofmortal)4en, that is tofay. the 
Order ud thel.aok of Ral:ioaal.Beings; to know 
that the Nature of this Univerfe is in all Re(pt(ls 
alikt, that is to (ar- that the whole corporeal SJlb. 
Ilanc:e, from the hlghell to the lowell. is honour'd IfI'IHIt u 
with an lIJaI~iCal Likene& of God; and ~ftly,':."" ~ 
to bow all thefe things ,"t:ordiJIg to Jllftitl. that is ;h:;!Z. 

tOW"Iu,1 
. G~ ,.hI 

~~~-.~. ~~~--~--~----~----:UH~ 

(/) I •• e here Ibllow'd the R.eadiDg which I fouDd in the accordJ .. 4! iug . 
. ~·of the Copy ~d with tile Mapafaipts. whereto YlUce. 
tid' two Ward~ .,.",£II'1"II In •. wiaich 'Iftl'e WlDtiog in the 
Ten, tretiapplid. -=~" ,"".w~m. an .... I1...,.,. 
I", i qd ~ua t9 the . c;ript ef SIIr., zacJl it. . '. ~ ~ .. ,.... """'; ).. -', / 
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to 6y, .. they are eftablio.'d fly dae-Law, asGod· 
aeated-daem, and In wbar mar.r, the Incorpore:o 
aI as well as the Corporeal, are tIifpos"d and plC-d 
by his Laws: For titis PRcepubat commands us 
t. Ic!ztnll tbelll .a.,.ttu.g t. JwjIiu, ought to be ~ 
dedtoodof tlae one and theothuof thefenro Worb 
ofGcxl. 

Nor OIay we tluwgb I blind aad indifcreet ~eII 
p.ref1lDle, as we pleaft, to attribote the Digaitf due 
to one Being to anorhcr; bat obferving the Limils 
of "troth, we ought,. '<.-w __ IIIlIccording to 

J oGiee.. and as tile Law of their Creation has fiX-d 
and diftinsaiJh·d them. And from this nrofoId 

~44:- Kuowledge, I meaa the·Knowledge'of the IDCOI'~ 
"f'~iIJ~ jIornI Work of God, and the Knowledge of me i:!%' Corportal and Vi6blt, we gain this uafpeabbJe ad
~II vantage, NIIt'. b.pe'MINt ;1 ., , •• '-It/ .. "* I.· 
.jtb. W"b h ••• tbillg ill tliis W.,./tl hiJJa fr .. -.s. W For 
II/GlJ.tiI", the· ReafOn w~ 'Wt·. ",hIIt is .., ,.11 w,riJ, and 
ft:~ Ifill- projetl Impoffibiliries.. is becaufe we are ipnnt 
,~Z'! l1li1 of the Nature of Things. As if a Man fhould hope 
Ph;ji&Iu. to become one of the Immortal Gods, or of.the 

He~; full of Goodne& aodof Light, he mWl 
be whOlly ifllJOraDt of .the Bounds of Nature, ad -
makes no difference between the W, fccond and . 

'III. 86,.! llfl·Be~ogs. But again, jf through a fhamefoHg.· 
e-.mItII I" norllfce of "the ImlllOltality anaex'd.to our Soul, a ::.,hll Man fhould perfuade himfelfthat bisSouJdieswith 
. his Body, he ezpetls wbat be ought not to expett, 

-~d whac,can never happen; in like manner he whO 
expe& that after IUs Death be fhaU pat on the Bo-

'. . . . dy 

(f) Here Hitr«l,s maDifeftly Oppofes their-Error. who ab
fordly taking the Doa:rine of PyiJi.jWlIS. fJandd ~elns 
that Man might become God. or beJierd he might ~ a· 
&aft. ".hich the Law of the Creation wiD ia lID wife fuffer. 
But of this we have fufficieatly lpoba ia die Life of PpUt .... 
pill aDd in tIu: Life. of .11-.. . .. .'. - . 
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!Jhe .6Q1Jm Jl'eife.l of PytbagQras.:' , 3 f, 
dy of a Beall-, and become an Animal without Rea,: 

• fo~ beeaufe of .his ViceS,. or. a flant becaufe of, his' 
Dulnefs and . Stupidity; ru.ch a Man, I fay, acting 
qu.ite ,ontnry to tbofe who transform ,t,e EfI"enee 
of Man into one of tbe Superior Beibgs, and preci~ 
pitating it into one of the inferior Subl\ances. is ill::-
nnitely deceiv'd, and abfolutely ignorant of the 
EtI'ential Form of our Soul, which can never 
change, (h) for being and'contiouingalwaysMm, Th, s,IIl 
'tis only raid tq become God' or Beaft by ,VirtilCi e:. """w 
or. Yi<:e, though qy its Nature it ,~annot be either ~J~h. 
the one or the other, but C?Dly,by its Re(embJince.Metemp
to the one: or the, other: In a Word,' he tbat ~nows fychofu 1/ 
not the Dignity of each Being, bu~ ~eeeds it or Pyt~ i 
~mes ~ort of it, makes of his Igporan~. a Foul'l- ras •. 
dation of Yain, HQpes and Opini085;. or of caufckfsl , 
Fears, whereas ,every Man who diL1:inguiJhea ~bc' 
Being'~ ~q:ordin~.~o the Limits w~ith their Cre~-' 
tor has prefer!!) d them.· :whQ knQWs t~~ ,iq'the 
Manner In which they were created, (i) who mea-

(urcs 

(II) It c:aanot be more plainly faid,that theUn""16thojilof 
1'!,h.,II'1II was only a Figure to make it be underftOod, _ 
Man becomes like Bealls by Vice, and like God by Virtue f and 
that he can neither be the ODe nor the other by Ids Nature. 

(i) This is the literal Explicatioa of the printed Tat, 1!1 
~~,8f.' :;. ei~' Tt; i~ "',.!fI'~; wlaich may be inter. 
preted in a Senfe good enough: For to meafure God by the 
KDowledge of our ii:lvcs. is oy confidering 0111' {elves as the 
!aft of all Interu~ent Beings, to behold.God at {o immenfe • 
Diftance above us, as manifeftly to know that 'tis net poffiblc 
that either the Creature fhouId raife ic {elf up to God, or that 
God fhould debafe himfelf to the Creature. The ~nds of aD 
thefe Beings are mark'd out, and cailnot be confouQded. This 
is all I can fay in Jultification of the Text; but teeing 'ria 
rather by the KnoWIedg~ God that we ought to come te, 
the Knowledge of our eel , I belieye that the Manufcript of Fl.,,,,,, giyes us the true eadiog of this Pa1Iige, '!1 ~~! .. 
Tf., T~ ei~ Ttm ~ "':.'.11"" A.u.ho """/.,.s th. XII ... 
I,Jg, 'f himftlf '" ,h, zen",r,Jg, 'I all. rbe only way to be 

, . (' . ; ~ 
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flll'CS~. ill may be .Uow'd to ufe'the ExpreC .. 
lion, by the Knowled~ of himfelf, (uch a Mao.; I. 
(ay, exaaly obf"enres the ·Precept that injoins 10 
{oRow God. bows the moil excellent Meave. 
(tU and puts himfeJ( in a Conditiqa IltYtr to be 
decei.'d or (urpriz'd. 

-". 

c· .. " 

" 

V B R~ 
: 
. I,; 

.. ' 

" : 

c: . .... 
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,'he GolJ~ Perfil of Pythagoras~ 

VERSES LIV, LV, LVI; LVII, LVIII, 
LIX and ~X.· . 

Thou wilt lijewift bmw, that Men draw 
. upon the'!lfil1Jes their fIW1I. Misflrtune~ 
'lJoluntarilj, .N of their O'llJ1l free~ 
Choil"l. . 

Wretches IU tbtJ Ilt'e' !The! ",jtm See, 
no, UntkrjJ."d, th.t their GwJ is ntlit' 
h · , 

t em. "" 
Therl lire 'Ver} fir'" 'of them who /mow how 

to' 'eliver tbemftlves fJtlt()/ their Mi!-
fortunes. . 

Such is the F.le th.t II/intis M.nlUnJ,a1111 
. tllius IIWII, their Smfts. Lilu htlge C,,-. 
linders, 

The.! roll to lind fro, IIlwa!s opprtfl°' with 
ids withlJllt NlII1lller; . . 

For /1It1lt ContentifJtJ, Ih. is. i""lI1t in, 
them, tin' thllt purJues them every where, 
toffts thtm up II11II tioWlI, IJDr '0 the.! 
perceive it. '. 

Injl,,,,, of !r.'IIMing ._ flirring it ul, Ihl;}. 
fIIIght bJ .!ie/dmg til tI't/Oiti it. 

T H B Order of the CorpOreal 'and Incorporeal 
E.ffences being well uDClerflood, we mull ne .. 

ceCfarily comprehend the EftCnce of Maa, aodkaow 
whit it is. to what PaBions it is fabjett, and that 
it holds the Middle Rank between the Beings that 
never fall into Vice, and the Bejngs tlaat can nev~ 
raife themfeJves up·to VirtU~. Hence it ~ that ic 
has the two Tmden'ies which tb:fc two Affillities 

. - .. , . naturallY 

337.-
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: ~ 3 1 'the Ct?11I;,zentmes' of Hietoc~esJ MI 

T.liw" naturally infpire; and Jives fometimes an InteDeau~ 
!"~t al Life, and fometimes.embraces AffeCtions that are 
~:~. ~ 'wholly Senfual; '(A) which made HtrMlitlll Eay 
w"u " t. with great Reafon, that (jur Life is Death, and our 
tw· Deatli ~ife: For Man falls and procipitates himfeJ£ 
Duth tf from the ManGon~ of t)ie Bien, as E"'I,JKliJ die 
JIAII. IJthllgw,,,,, &yl, 

----B-fb'a th, /'nfsfol Brw.'tl, 
FM'1tmI hl7IJdllers, '''' eIir,' Difttl'l'a top J; 
AIuJ in ;,.",tllJlII St",.",s !If rAging Strift ;s t.jI • 

...,,_11- But, he re-afcends and recovers his primitive Habj.; 
'ion .f ,tude, if he (corn the things here below, and deteft: 
14"". this difmalAbode, where, as the fame Poet fays, there: 
This D.- Inhabit 
feripti,. of ' " 
:::;~. M;,tJe, AJul R"I.' ..a t~"ft1114 $wllr,,"',! WillI. 

'::.,-:,~ And in which they who faD. 
John!.". 
ibat all the 
worLfis 
plung'd in 
Evil 

WAII4Iw "rwilJtr' J, mlplefs of R,lJlj; 
, /n tIN dArlt'lAini of Inj"" - Grief. ' 

) ) 

He 

(If) I dura DOt venture the Sa~ of HWAclilll4. as Him
,lis relates it; forhe makes him fay literaTIy. 'thAI lIN li'fII their 
blMb. llrut fh til, 'hiir Lifol that is to ra,. that in regard tD 
the Souls of Meu. what we call dying is their Life. and what 
we call living is their Death; that our Life is their Death, . and 
our Death their Life; which is a necefi3ry Confequcnce of the 
Dod:rillC of the Pre-exiftencc of Souls: For. for a Soul that 
were in HeaVeD to defcend and, live here upon the Earth would, 
be to die; and to die would be to live. But laying .fide this 
Dotbine. the ,Saying of H"Allitll4 ceafes not to be true: For 
whc;n we come into, the World. and there take up camaI Af-

, feaio~s. 'tis the time wlien we properly ceafe to live. :lnd 
when we mAy he raid to'die; whereas when we diveft out 
felves of tbofe Aft1:mons. and die to the World. we begin a. 
gam. to live. becaufe we live in God, who is the only I.if.e. 
, (~) In this V",rfe of Em"Joclfs. Injury is taken for the God
lIeU .AI,. the Oemon of DiicOrd ancfMaledil!tion j the Godden 

I 8£ 

'.1' ~" ~J';,', 
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. tbe t;oIJ~ Yerfu of Pythag.oras; ~ 3 9 . 
He who fuuns thefe difmal Plains of In;ury, is Jed M,Id", '/ 
by that good Defire (c) into the Meadow of Truth. rr",b. ;I 

and if he fgrfakcs it, his Wings Bag and fail him. 
and down he drops headlong into.an earthly Body, 

s " Hlhd'I;. IArg, DrDlIghn,. 
'HI rpujfs th' Obu'll;'" of hi' Hllppintji. 

And herewith agrees the Opinion of PlatD, whO lnth.Plut! 
{peaking of this Fall .of the Soul. fays, BIIt 'Wh,. drua. w 

~g _ '-ger A Strl.gth fofficitnt t. f'/Io'W GDa. 
Jhl btlfIIJI lilt t"is Filld .f Trllth; . A1Iti being b, fl
Misfort"", ji/J'J 'With Pice ."a'W;th F.rl'tfIlJf!lfs~ 
Jhl gr''W1 Jlllt AlIa hlll"'1; Ana being thlll ftllPiffJ, 
.fbl "mls t, loft her WlIIgS, ad t. fiUl afl»m """ the. 
EArth, . then the LA", fonds h6!' I, lIII,mAt' II mwtlll 
B.al. And· concerning the Return of tmSoul to 
the Place from whencefue defceDded. the fame 
'PlAt" fays, Thl Mlln, 'Wh. bl his Reafln has.1/IT-

. ~Dme the Tllm"l, Ana 'Wila Diflraer that are flCCAjIlJll' t!
i. hi", bl thl Mixt.rl ,f E.,.th, WAter, Air and 
F;rt, rltAk/s his primiti'lll F.r"" And rlC''IIers his (J

riginal 

or lnjvry, whom Hom" 8efcribes as a moG hideous and loath
fome Fury, iu the ointccuth Book of the llilli. where he fay~ 
tIlat 1-tit" threw her headlong from Heaven upon the Jrarth. 
where her fole Imployment is to hurt and do Mifchief. 

(I) 'Tis from tIN M,iIJtnJI of Truth, that the moll: noble Pa~ 
of the Soul. according to PI4to in his Phurlll, draws all it' 
NouriJhmcnt. There fhe finds her Wings begin to grow a
gain. and to enahle her to roar as fOrmerly. I know notwhe
!her it was PJt.IJgorlU or Soer .. t,s who firG imagin'd thil 
M,,,"- of Trlllh; however. it is well apply'd in Oppofition 
to tht flllins of Inj"rJi In the firll. all is Charity' and Ligh~; , 
in the JaG, all is Darknefs, Ma)ediaiod and Horror. 

" (J) This Vcrfeof EmprJoclts iltrecited wrOng in theText; 
inGead of alZv®- tl(A-EM.!J-Eir, it ought to havebeeD ttl;v@' 
ciu~f-3-~~, J,pr;.u'J IIf the Lifo of BItf{,Jn,rs, and 'tis ".ritteB' 
fo i. the Margin 0.£ ~h. CoPf compar'd ~jth the Manu ... 
tcripu. • 
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";1.; .. 1 H~, lHu.fo IN ret",111 Ii-MIl",w1t 

. II 'M SUr,btu IuJ IN,. 4jfig.'J Inm. He returns 
found, becaufe be is freed from the Paffionr, which 
are u fo many DileaCes; aud this Cure clllliot be 
perfonn·d in him, except by the Means of praai-

. cal Virt!le; and he returns whole, (e) beeaafe he 
, /' recovers \J nderftandin~ and Knowledge, as "effeotial 

and proper Parts of him, which cannot 'happen to 
him but by the MeaDs of Contemplative VirtU~. 

Moreover, the fame PIIII. exprefSlJ teaches. that 
by our Aver60n for the ~ below, we can alone 
heal and corred: the Apofbc:y that makes us go a~ 
firay fron1 God; and be aIferts this avoidtng of E .... 
rils ~re below to be only·PhilofophYt thereby in~ 
unUltI!Jg that Men only are obnoxious to tbd'e ~ 
of PaSions; (I) and -rllar 'tis not poJIible that E yifs 
fiJouJd be banifla~ from the E.arth, or that they 
can approach the Deity; but that ,they hover always 

, aboUt 

Digitized by Google 



"th~ GfJldenPiJfes of Pythagoras: 
'. "_ ..... \ 

341, 
.about the Earth we· dwell in~ and adhere~o mor
~al ~atUl'e; a,s being the Effects of unavoidable 
Neceffity. For the Beings that are fubject to GC*7'hIP';lIt~ 
ileration and to Corruption may be affected' and Pl?!.:!!:
!tave Oefires' contrary to Nature;' and this is the h~'V: I":li~ 
Principle of all Evils: And to teach us how we filii;,," 
~u~ht to avoid tbe~, Plato ~~ds, nerefor'l we o"ght ,,,,,,,,,., ,.' 
t.~ jtJ [rQm hence 'JJI,th all D,I!gence; . now to ftJ froD ~1fI'1. 
hence IS to enae47JOUr to .refem"ble God as much AS MAn, " 
i.s '''P"61e, of [uch II Lik$m[s; lind to, refomble God 
(gJ .is " 6eco~e' J~ft, and HoI] with Prudence r Fat 
pc: ,who. would. ayoid th~ft:: E vils~ oughuo begin n.,; 

. by divelling. him(e1f Of ihis mortal N:atllfe. it be- ~:ts:u, . 
ing impoffible that th~y who are ~ngag'd in it; the&d of 
1hould bot be pI~ng,'d '10 all t~e Evds that Necer. Sin.' 
lity produce therein. ': . . . . ',' , \ 

In like mannet: therefore, as our (wer\ring and, , 
~brence from God, and the Lofs of the Wings that ~.' .. ,,' '." . 
rais'd us up towards the things that are abOve~ have. .':'. 
precipitated us into this Region of Dc~di~ the Abode ~his ."""!'(~ 
of all Evils; fo the divdling enr relv~s of alI world- "': Rtg!" 
t Aff n. 0 d' h 'R . , f V' 10k' (11"11)1111". Iy el.'uons, an t e enovatlon 0 ,:Irtues, 1 e '., •. :. ,( 
the new growth of our Wirigs to .gui(le J,isto tile. 
ManGons of Life, . where true Goods' are to be 
found without the leaft Allay ~f ~ vil~"wilI bring 
~s back to divine.. Happinefs: For.i:pe Effen~e of HII""'" ;$ 
Man :holding the Middle Place between. the, Bei(lgs 1M .4."". 
that always contemplate qod, and thofe that ate .f Lift· 
Incapable of conteinplating him, Jhay' raife UP' it \ 
felt towards the onet or debafe and fink it felf down 
'towards the other, .mving-:9Y -reafoa. of..its ,.amphi-
bious' Nature an equal PropenGty ,t~ take· thcdivine 
or brutal, Refemblance, accordingly as- it, receiv~s o. 
reje~ the Unde~ri~in!gf ·or.tbe:·gOoct=Spirit~ . -ThIll;1 Id 

" ' '. .. ." -: , I !IIJ.,htSpi-
. ..,. Z , . ,,',.-.' . He 'iHfGtl~ 

~ • <{'-
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71Je Commentaries of H~eroc1es; 
He therefore that knows this Liberty and this dou-

ble Power in hu.mane Nature. knows likewife how 
B, eJls Men 'voluntarily draw on themfelves their own E
B~rth ~"J viis.. and Iww they become wretched and mifera. 
;'W!:HIA- ble by their own 'Election; for tho' they couJdhave 
'II'" " 1IIJi .. temain'd in their true Country, they fuffer them
rnlf~'... felves ~o be dragg'd to Birth by the inordinatene9 :;rtM B,· of their Delires; and when they might readily free 

themfelves from this miferable BodY:J (h) they' vo
luntarily immerfe themfelves into aU the Confufions, 
:lnd into all the Diforders of the Paffions. And this 
is what the Poet would have us underffa'nd, when 
h~ fays, thq n;ithtr fi' nor ."Jerjlllna th.t _th,ir 
GlfJa is n,"" th,,,,. . 

7h, Gill" . This Good is 1;'irlll' and Tr.tb; and not t. f" 
'hAt M' th", Iht} IIr, "~.r thm., is Dot to be inClin'd of tl1C~m .. 
':::-:::: felves to fearcb after them; and not l.h'llrfJr""der
.~. jlMJd th"t thl} ar, ne.,. th,m,is' not to harken to the Ad-

monitions,. and not to obey the Precepts that others 
tw..." give them; for there are twO Ways of receiving 
~1'Wr Knowledge; one by InRruaion .. as.by the Heannr,. 

tI", the other by' Search, as by the SIght. Meri are 
therefore (aid to draw E.vils upon. themfelves or 
their own Accor~, when they will neither. leam 
from others, nor 6nd our of themfelves, remain
ing deftitute of the Senfe of all Good, and,oofe';' , 
quently thereby intireJy ufetefs and unprofitable; 

.. (i) for every Man who fees not or himfetf, and 
". .. ; bar .. ' . \ 

-, , 
I (h) ftc printed Ttxt·rems 'tlti!el~rEtUr ~ I7J"tI.oS-.;, that 
eumot _"fie artf th~ proper t(j t.fda Place. The Copy cOm... 

". ,. pr'd witA.tbc Manufcnpet aad tbe Man8f~tof *'''" hue 
. ,;,. tay !CIJ reftor'd this Pa1Jige by reading. J} J./A-iTdtu, N 

~.v .. 
. (i) B;~III here recites the very Werda: of two Verfes 01 
"'fill. wIdcb ate . '. . . -

"dr'~ It, ~nT" tluTa"ain,. ~T~ lMIl ,b..~;",;.~. 
tiE; ev~·/UMtI:; •. 000' ;'IIT~ "X&l(j- ""f'" . 
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the GO/Jetl Ptr/es of Pythagoras~ 3 4- J 
harkens not to the Inllrud:ions of others, is intire-
" ufelefs, and in a defperate Condition; but thC.1 
who endeavour to find of themfe1ves~ or to learn 
from others the things that are truly good. are ' 
thofe of whom the Poet fays, thAt they /tnuill hI'IP . 
to deli'ller th,,,,jilvlS fr.", their Evili; and w hO,by :v,., /W, 

avoiding the Troubles and Labours of this W odd, ~::. 
tratlfport themfelves into the pure and ·freeY-EtiHr.. c",."tm
,The Number of thefe is very fmaD; for far. the '1""-"'. 
greateft Part of Men are wickea SlaVes to their" 
fion, and in I manner run mad through the ViO-' ~ . 
lence of their PropeDflty to the things of this World; . 
and this Eviltheyhfing tipoD thelllfelves. by having 
. wilfully departed from GOd, and depriv'd themfelves 
of his ~refe~ce, and, ,if I ~ay 'dare. to fa.r. ~o, eJ 
the FamiliarIty with hun whl£h they had the Hap-
piners to enjoy, _ while they inhabited the. ManfioQs 
oC pure and unclouded Light. (k.) Now the Fatp 
.that blinds Mankind, and takes away· their Stnfes, 
is a Mark of their Departure from <SOGI. 

, AQd indeed, 'ris equally impoffible. that a M~ I 

who is witltout God 1bould not be m~ds as it is 
that 'a Madman 1how..: not. be wimoWi God: (I) For 02 

Z 2. 'tis . 
• 
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3i44 . The. C01fJmen.ta,ies of Piierodes, on 
~ :FHl is 'tis of Necelity that a· Fool is without God, 

':to';:' tl and that he who is without God js a Fool: 
)4_ :,:. And. both the one and' the other of them~ not 
ONtGoJisit'being inclin'd to love the things· that are truly 
EHl. -good, are opprefld ')I)ith Evils withoue Number, 

, (",) hurry'd from one Misfortune into another, 
, .., like huge Rolling-flones. by the Weight of their 
,7!J'.1!Hl !s.impious "ACtions; not knowing what to do, nor ::tI'i!: In wh:at'will become of them~ becaufe they J'(overn 
Ch:"! orh-emfelves wi~h?u~ ReafoD and without ~eflea:i~ 
711111"" 'm IlU· ,the Vlcdlitudes· of Fortune; mfolent In 

;l.{iches. treacherous in Poverty, R.obbers jf 
ftrong of Body, and Blafphemers. if fickly ani 

wed; 
f·? ' ,>:; , 

· (m) Here I ,was ohIig'd to correa both. tho Text and the 
· Comment; otberwife tbere would have b~ no poffibility of 
making any thing of eitTrer. Inftead ~hcrefore 9f 6.1', X.1I11.h-
.!'eJ1f, )'!U mull read in the Text ~, 5 X.,JAI1.1'eJ/; and in H;
.,«111. oT.,_ "UNl.l'e1I: For 'tis the/wicked he compares ,to 
Rolling-ftones. not their Acnons. Let us lay open the Compa
rifon to render this Corre~ion more yifibll!: The ·S''1i&lrs, to 
· mak~ Liberty and Fate agree together, {aid that Nature, by 
· thd ~Oli of Caafes, aB:ed upon Man, ami' inclill'd him 
to futh or fuch Deftres; but t~t ~fterward$ he himfdf, by hil 
own free Will and Detemli~tion, follow'd or chang'd this 
MotiOl1 that had Seen imprinted on him; and they made ufe of the 
COIllFif~ thatCic", relates in his Fragment upon Deftiny,as he 
had tilken it from the Books of Chry/ipJllli: Utig;llII',inql#it, '1."; 
~ c"lmJrutll, lI""t I; prm&ip;.m nmionis, 'Vlllubili,.,,,. 
.Nt"" n. .11.1;1; fie 'Vifom .hj,lI.", imp;"'" iJlUJ t¥'.iJ"". 
6 'lup ftpMil in ",umo fum Deti,m, ftJ .fomJio nlJlrit 0-

: rit in pottjlM,: E"'l"" q.,mM~ in C,li7lllrfl Jia"tD. './I, 
extrlnft&", plll[1I, 'lIfOJ ",ii".", 'ftlupt. Vi 0- N.,."4 ",... 
'IJ,IJiI",,;.See JlIII", G,Ui"" Book ,. Chap. J I. ChryJiP~ no 
eoubt took this CompArifon from thcfc V mes of Pyth.gwlII i 
but in my Opinion he did not well coaccive·the Spirit of it. 
l'Jthiltw" does DOt. CGmpare all.Men in geaeral to Rolling-. 
ftones; for the wife Man, who governs his lncliaations, and keeps 
them in SubjeCtion to.the Law, cannot be oompu'd to a Jf.o1-
ling.fto"c:. which as foon.as it is fet in MptiOIl, rolls OD· ~tb
out flopping of it felf. But he CQIIlparc5 it to the wicked. 
who, when once they: are the Slues olSiP, are drag'd bJtheD 
own Weight dowutbe p~ ice. - - , . - - - ,.-
- . - ." "--,-". - - p - " 
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• 
weak; they lament and repine if they ·have no 

.Childrel'l, and lif they have, they t:akefrom thence 
Pretences of Wars, of Suits in ·Law, and of un
juft ,and difiloneft Gains. To fay alI.in a .Word, 
there is nothing (in this Life, (on) that does not T, the;",: 

incline imprudent Men to .Evil, who are 'prefs'dpr~amull 
and ftraiten'd. on all Hands. by the Vices which thl;~s tllm 
they ha'{e v~luntarily embrac'd, and by their R,.e- ;~;,,':St/J 
:tUfal-to fee the Divine Light, . and to give Ear to. GHat",,,. 
what they are told concerning the Things that are "IlIifo· . 
truly g()Od; and being fwallow'd up in the Abyfs ' 
of carnal Defires, they fuff'erthemfe1ves to be tof. 

- fed up and down in this Life, as' by . a violent \ 
Tempefr. ..... \ 

Now the. only W4y to be aeHver'.d :frollull t~ere T~ "'1#1' 
Evils is to return to God ; and this Return they t. God tb. 

only enjoy, who have the ~.yes .:ind J!.ars of their ~~,i'2;4 
Soul :tI~ays open and attentl~e to the Recovery of from B'Ui/ •. 
-the thmgs that are truly good; . and who by the 
Faculty wh!ch. they have of railing themfelves up 
:.to GQd, have h~al'd the Evil. that is inherent in 
our Nature. .co) Now this ,Evil inherent in our 
N aturc, arid which at the fame time is an acquir'd 
-Evil, is the Abufe we make of 'our free 'WilI; for 
. under Pre'text of :ufing . this Freedom, we endea-
-vour always to ~gue' .againft the Decrees of God, 
and madly to run counter to his Laws, not regar- . 

\ :ding' '4e .great;£ viIs -we· bring upoQ our felves, 
Z ) 'c,) by, 

) 

(n) Inftead of 0 fJ.~ "'e~'f Ita~. which fIgnifies nothing, 
.... ead with the Manufcript Of.FlJJ~CI, Ii !i~ "'eff J.~o~fI.~" It~ 
·xi. To the imprudent.eyer, thing is t,he.Occafwn of Ill. 

(,) This Abufe is a JJatural Evil_becaufe its·Root is in this 
mortal Body; and it is at the fame tilDe an acquir·d Evil. b~ • 

.cautC it ~ in .our rower to ~ate and p~l~ it O!tt. we 
feed and JulICr It .to srow. This; JD my Opll1lon, IS .',ery Imte.· . - . - - -. ." .... . . . .. 
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~.M'n. IH. (p) by this vain and impious Opinion of believing 
?41'1J'F.#:!~m- <#:!ur fdv#:!#:! able; to ?4pp?4le; G<e;d, but be;ine;: abl#:! on~ 
~~s #:!': ly dimly and ollfcur~ly tOH~fcover that we caD 
I4rth,," £hafe off the Yof#:! ot w<he dlVliie taws; e;nd 
gh411. .< in Vfill b1ayw< the; Lib#:!lti?4e;, #:!e;d #:!bufe;w< its 
':ZU&4~ ,: Freedom in da~ring to de.part f~o~ ~od, and to eo", 
~hZ4 qff ,er mto faii& C?4ntentlon WlW4?4 him, u~ .... ~,,~~ .. a~~ 
~h' J;uilll difputing againft him, and refufmg to yield to. 
£A<4p * bim? If he ftys iO iE,~? n<#:!11 If41t no, lh1i~ Wd 
rl[1JI GIJ. do it to chufe; and if he~ fays," D. this, that'; the 

thing we wil! ~i: ~?; Th?4S w#:! ~t~P th#:! Me?4-: 
of ¢;);ur Intq?4Ene~4~ ~#:!d P,#:!Clpit#:!te ?4ur felves 

'TIHlAfII~! 0n either hand into infinite Miferics by this tw<ry 
Gu #"M.lJ~ Trillfgre;nio?4 of Le;w (sf end. in n?4( d{4F= 
':l?:i~':' i~g ,,'What it commands" and in doing \\'har~ it for-

bid;? 
~::Lc;,: l' '¥eohat R~edb thh:~ ~all w;. ~nd ~ainft thif 
;';;k··~s. .. :ratal ntentlOl\ w lcd I( laid i, I<~ Oil#:! Com'4, 
"rUth' E{, p"nie;". b~ forn mith ~S; 1'1) tn thi$ Oe;nten-
1,11 'f Sin tion which proceeds fr9m our ill.lnCl~n~t~onS', that 

are #:!Iw#:!ys tn NEilnre #JDd mh,#:!h th#:!e; 
Reafon, ~like a B'or0m.~ Evil, wounds. a~d. deftroys 
us ne;aW#:!5'fS, 5'#:!h#:!$ ib#:!u we; <$PF=nfe ap:5'105&: It~ Hom 
check and put a Stop to its RQge~ Certainly there 
is no other :Mou#:!h tn fene;e; 0?4$ thi#:! FaEEultd? thh5' 
pr#:!#:!ipit#:!5'es 5'#:!d {j#:!ks thili than to praCtire~ 
to medjtate and to love all the Precepts, 'JlJhld~ will 
'lit ns i.n5', th#:! Wbl¥ of a;,h-itt, ?ittll$t; A:t~#:! 
the Remediel 'Jl/hich, -tho' k..n~n bll, tf} "few, 'Will 

ot/{/iv,,, 

H#:! ,Toes not i$y? '" 4'~gg GN? bur, iJ thi« ~ill. 
014' ~ "fill, J'oJl.iip. ,,'or God v.rill alivays 1444 ftro~ 
ger than Wl"; and when we refufe to do the .Will of God. 
(jo.j #:!ccompliftt't ant brin,,~ to gg:W us O9m Wilt 

(IJ) Here Himel,s defai~s admirably well the En that re; 
fide, in thit Lam of ti", .14 whi-:t St,?411111. ]pcst:t4 ~ 
t~ ~ ~bers of our Body, ~ that ~s againft. ~ 
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- .Mlivtr'lII Jr.m. All 011.1' Evil/~ a,nd mak! JlI fl, 4111/. 

,l.Indtrjf"nd th, G(J(JeiJ that Ar, nedr lIS: oTis they 
that deliver us from the Misfortunes thft we draw 
voluntarily on our felves.. an.d fr~ the; Multitude 
of Trou.bles and paffions that opprjtft·us; and by 
confequenc:e they are the ~nly Wjy to ayoid this' 
impious Life~ 'Tis they-'tb.a!'are.die Health of the 
Soul,the Purgation of this raging ~ontention.and our 
R..e~um to GOd: For the only way to cure the Indi.· 
nation that links us dow)l'1>y the Faculty that rai";' 
fes us 'up, is .not to augment that Indination, nor 

.. ad~ Evils to Evils, but to become obedient and 
(ubjea our felves to found Reafon, (r) and avoid 
t~s.pernicio~s Contention, by ef!1bracing ~ Co~ 
. t~ntlon that 1$ wholly good, that It to .fay, 10 ~fl. 
VlOg no longer to dlfobey God, but In labourmg . WhAt . 
. to obey him with all our Strength. And this gooCl ,light t, ~ 
Strife ought not to be call'd COlltent;on. but a Re-fo;S::~f 
lignation to the Will of God, a returning to his ' . 
divine Law, and a voluntary and perfea Submif.. 
£on, that cuts off all Pretence to foolilh Difobe-
dience and IncreduIi.ty; for I believe that all thefe 
things are meant by thefe Verfes.. ... 

Now to lhew that Men embrace Vice of their 
own Accord, the Poet fays, Tho" }halt ~(J')JJ that 
M,n tuolNlltAril] drlfW Oil th,mjilvlI their OWII E
gJils; they may therefore be reafonably calrd 'Wick: 
id ~nd miflTAb~ feeing they precipitate thlmfelv(s 
inte) Vice tbroug4 the Choic:e of their own WiJJ. 

. ~ 4 )'0. 

(r) Biwoelfs here f"eems: to allude t9 the famous· ~ or 
BtjiN. who in the J3eFlning of his Poem faTs, ThMin ,I», 
"-,,u tIM. ",. ,. ClnI"";,,,si 'JII, .meh ,IJ, Wifo 1111"/111,. 
_ th. ether whieh is 'U"1 ~u, _ Jelight$ en1y ;" Strife 11711 
.. ~". The Explic:atlon which this Pbilofopher,in purf~
anc;e of the Do&iue of P~gwM, gives thereblto this Pat: . 
.. ' perfealy ~ witli that Poet, who in his ~od 
~ has 1I--- . 1ca~. tf l4oralitY.-
f' ... - ... ~ '- .• 

-
Digitized by Google 

,;-



'-, 
.. Oil 

"3 48 ~e Comme7ztaries of Hierocles, ~ 
'fa 1hew. that they are obfiinateJy" deaf to th~ 
good Precepts that are given the,m, h'e fays~ tha~ 
,ht} neither foe nor hear the Gooas that are, IIelfT. 
them. And to thew that 'tis poffible to deliver 
themfelves from thofe ~viJs,' into which they wi~ 
fully tbrow themfelves, he adds this Re~ed:ion, 

. There are very few who k.,now htIW to ~el~'lItr them.relves 
f!om their Misj,rtHnes; thereby glvmg us to un:
derfiand~ that {inee this Deliverance from Evil is the 

7h'/~~· Effed: of our WiIJ, the Slavery of Sin is eonfequend)f 
ZJ.:~~IS the Effect of it likewife. After this he adds the 
" . (:aufe of the Blindnefs and . the Deafnefs of the 

Souls, who voluntarily precipi~ate themfelves into 
Vice; SlIch;s the FAte, fays be. thaf blinds Man; 
kiml, AIUl tll~s aw.y their Vnderflpiding: for our 
fwerving and Departure from God ne!=efiariIy thro~ 

, lIS into Folly, and into a Ralhnefs of Choice with. 
, out Reflection. And this Apofiacy is what h~ 

~~,II/ls it here means by th~ Word, Fate, that banilhes u~ 
Fat~ ~~- from 'the Choir ot divine Spirits, by giving us a 

\ I:IIUj' tIS P fi ' h' . I d al A' I . '1h, Soul it ropen tty to t 15 pamcu ar an mort , nlma. 
ftif ,hM He thews us betides the Confequenees of this ralq 
eh_jiJ it,.1 and inconfsderate' ChoiCe; and teaches us how our 
fl~!:; 'Sil1s ~re a~ the fame time voluntary and involunta
,:~j"'il iy; by cOIJlparirig the Life of an imprudeQt Man 
1II,,~tlJ. to a Rolling-frane, which moves at the fame time 

,. in a ,round and direCt Motion; (s) in a round~ of 
: ,. . it 

/ 

• (J) As a Cylinder begins not te move of it fd£ but'conQ. 
Bues lying ftill, unlefs it be pufh',1 forwards; our Soul in bl:e 

. Manner never is loft. but when 'tis ftirr'd up by.dJe Objea 
that inclines and d~ines it. Thu. you tee whereiD it~ 
~ is =!,t firft: invol.ntary, like the Motion of a Cylinller: 
But as a Cylinder. when'tis once mo.-a forward. moves rciuDd 
!>f vertue of its proper Figure; fo likewife our Soul. wIica 
otiS once mov'd or affeded by an ObjeCt. tums of it CoIf iD 
filch Ql' fucb a manner, DOr does any foreign' CauJe contribute 
~ that Motipn; which ~ iI voluntary. This. 1 tab it. 

. .' -' , .' iI 
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it felf, and "in a \ direCl: ~y its falling do.wDwards; 

,(t) For as a Cylinder is not capable of circular' 
Motion around its Axis, if it be crooked~ 'and no 
Tonger in a ftrait Line; (0 the Soul, DO longer p~ 
ferves the things that are truly good, when it once 
deviat~ from fOund Reafon, (II) and departs 'from 
its Unioh with God: But it wanders in Search of 
teeming Goods, (w) deviate,s'from what is right, 
beingtofs'd to and fro by catnal Affedions; which 
he explains by thefe Words, They r.oll h~Te Ana' 
there, IIIWII1,'o!p,ep'd with.IUs withollt Nllmf,er • 
. And ferafmuch as the Caure of this FAte that 
takes from Men their UnderRanding, and of their~ 
Apoftacy from 60d~ is t~e Abufe they make of 
. " ., . , ili~ 

~ the Senfe in which Bi",el,s took this Thou'ght of P}thlll'· 
rM; .ut the Comparifon is not good; fur when a Cylinder ~ 
p~Ol'd forward, 'tis not in its Power not to roll; but-,let the 
Soul. be moy'~ a!1d mov~d again, 'Ole is ~lwaJs Miftrefs of her 
Motions. 'ThIS IS true m regard only to more who ,are the ' 
SlaveS of Vir.c • 
. ', (t) If 1 rightly u;derftand this Pa1Jagc of Hi",cks, he com· 
pares the Soul that obeys the DiCtates of found Reafon, to a 
Cylintler that is very ftrait, and which by confequence may 
always move round, and keep the circular Motion by reafon 
of its Figure, which is fuch as it ought to \e: Whereas t~e 
Soul that (wCl'Yes from found Reafon, is like a crooked Cylin. 
der. which is no longer capable of a circular Motion. beCaufa 
it is not ftrait, nor has the Figure it ought to ha.ve. But 
I doubt Hi"oel" was miftaken in the Scnfe of this Compari
(on of 7,thllgorlll, who. as I rud before, did not compare aU 
Men in general to a Cylinder, the good to a ftrait Cylinder, 
and the wicked to a crooked one, which is indeed no Cylin-:
dq; bjJt he compar'd all the wicked to a Cylinder, which be
jDl onCe put in Motion. is dragg'd and rollS along by its own 
Weight. ' ' 

(II) Inftead of ~':"''''f. I believe we ought tp read with the 
Copy compar'd with the Manufcripts, (J'1J>tI.rrE"~. 
, (JII) In the C~y compar'd witn the Manufcripts 'tis react 
thus, '!1 c..~'e'J t'JI" W3-';/t, 6lJ3-;ITIu1~ Te9C121'49el"" &c. 
But iattead of £'8" W3-~",. I believe it Olould be "".' '1J.3-':/t~. 
lwhich ufwers tv.ji 'rBi A6[. ~i~~, ' 

• 1<. :~ < 
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their Freedom, he teaches in the two following 
VerCes how to ref()rDl this Abufe, and how' to 
make ufe of the .fame Free40m to retUrn to God: 
for to infinuate to us. that we draw on our {elves 

. ,oW' own Evils only,beCaufe we wiD.have it fo, he 
fays, The fi'tM CtJ1II,II!IH" '.. iI ;""4Ie ill '~t' 
,hA' piWfolS ,hi,. whwwtr thl} lire, lind tiffiJ tbn. 
-,~ '''''''' f rtJ, ''''IWCIitt! 4 I1J ,hi",. And immediate ... 
If ~fter. to (bew that. the Remedy is in our own 
Hands, he adds~ ["Jlellli.f prHltJi(i"g ""a ft;rr;.g 
!, !'!.. ,~h" tJ*gh, ", }ie/di"g t. IfUtJid it, But per-. 
c:elvlng' at die fame time that we have before aU 
things neC<j of the Affillance of God, to enable 

, w to' depart fr~JJl Ji viI, and to embr.ce Good, ,het 
add$ forthwith a fon of Prayer. And makes an E~ 
jaculation to God, (x)' the f~le Means to pr~urc 
~is Affif1:ance~ .. . '. , ' ''' 

(z) I have here foIJoWd the printed Text. J!1 ~oIf9,jtU ",;~ 
. 'T'l:tv. IInJ ,h, 10k C-fr If his A.ff~'; which Senfe is verj 

fine. I am, ReVerthelefs obIig'd to give notice that the Manu. 
Ccript of *111&. read. '!1 ~1f9Jtt.r ~""'" " M~ ~ AI.f!-. 
'!'Ifl. ' '.. ' 

) 
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V E R S E S LXI, LXII, LXIII, LXIV, 
- -LXV, and LXVI. 

Grtllt Jupiter, Filther of Men, jou would 
deliver thtm /rfJf1J (III the Evils thllt op-
prefs them, -, 

IlyfJt4 would fo~c!J them whllt is the De ... 
mon of whom the.! mllie ufo. 

/Jut-Illie Courllge J. the Raci of Miln is di., . - -
- VI'llt. 

Sacred Nature rt'Oellls to them the moft hitl~ 
den M,,Peries. 

If foe impart to thee her Secrets, thou wilt 
eaji" perform 1111 the Things which 1 
h4ve or.dai,la the,. 

And helliing ·thJ Soul,ehou wilt deliver it 
.from 1111 theft Evils, Ir"" all tbeft AI-
jliElions. • -

'TW A S the Cullom of the P}thagDr,ans to 
call God, the Father and Creator of the U-

Iliverlt~ by the Name of J.piter, -which in the *Fw,he 
original T ODgue is taken from a Word that 6gni- W".4 zJJ~. 
ties JI. Lifo. For he who gave Life aad Being to IhM Ji~ 
aU things,. ought to be call'd by a Name deriv'd {::. Ji~P;~.: 
fram his Power. (a) And the truly p(oper Name It .. frlm . 
flr God, is -thllt which is moll fuitable to his AI- th! Wor~ 
mightiDefs, and that moll evidently denotes his ~'II':I:-.h"~ 

W k iJlnI.J"S to _ or Selive. -

,(;a) Au that,Himlcles here fay. of the Name of 'Jwpi",., or 
of zJir. -is taken &om tlu: C,.",,_ of Pill, •• where 8'&1'11111 
6,Y8. that DO other God but 'lI,im ha.-ing been the Callfe of 
the Life of Men aDd of all tho Animals, 'twas with ~ Rca. 
~n th!lt-he was-qll·d.zJJ~. ~1J~C~~rrof8Mr Q/lop.~~~ i
nf. 'T~ eds ~ 1'1 'I' {Ii, tle.' '7r';'~1 'Tois {lim V'7rCfX(' -

Digitized by Google 



· • _ ~.6 ] 

j., J !. 7ht CQ'irl1lltmariu of Bierce'''" 
Works. (b) At this Day among.us .we.may muc4

1 .rather fay, that Hazard and the common A~ 
ment of Mankind have pro<iuc'd the Names tlut I 
{cem to us moR: proper, than that the Propriety' 
4)f ,their N.ture gave Occalion to-their .Iovenr;ion.; 
for this is evident .from a world of -Names that are I 

given to things, contrary to the very Nature of 
them, and with whic:~ they agree no more (c) than 
if we 1hould caU a wicked Man Go8d, or an im- I 
pious Man Pious. For thefe ·Sorts of Names have 
not dle .conformity and Suitablenefs that Names I 
ought to have, inafmuch as ,they denote not, ei
dler the Being or the Qualities of the Thing ro 
which they are impos'd. But t~is Agreemeot and I 
#Us .P!opriet), of.N ames ou,ght ~oL1: of all to bt~ 

-1Oug 

.(b) '·Tis a famous Difpute among the ~hilofophers. .whe
ther N~me5 .arc itnpos'd by Nat\lre, ~tJtT4. ormeerly bJ the 
Agreement of Men, and this is the Subj«l: of ,PWD'S 0-.,,

:hiS. HilrDeks in this Place follows the moll: found Opioioo, 
which is, that the fid!: Name-givers being iolighteo'd Dy God 
bimftl~ ,:wd tllrO!Jghly jnfiru~ed ·in the Nature of BeiDgs, 
gave every thing its true Name; whcr~s they who fuccceGcd 
them, falling Ihort of that degree of KOOWJNge, gave oDly 
falfe or improp4l' Names, whiCh either Chance threw in their 
way, or which they agreed among themfebres to give them. 

(e) The Copy compar'd with the Manufcripts' {Cads 'A,,;.. 
8111V infiead of 'A"ct.9~r, and 'EIIQ"" .. r ioll:ead of 'EIIITt";;'. 
Aod then it ought to be tranflatetl thuI, Ih .. if ihly elllU" 'llieltd 
14 .. Agathoo, "rul .. impitJus M .. EUfebius •. And this liai
on is confirm'd by the Maoufcript of F/4r,ne,. 'Tis certaio 
that .AglUhon and Ellft6ius are Names Qf Meo: But what .h~
den me from lJavj~g aoy Oefereoce in· this "Place for the Au
thority of the Manufcripts, is that Hi,,.e/,s is oot here fpeak
iJ!g of Names that were: generally given. On the contrary, hi: 
would prove the FaUity oT the Names by a Comparifon taken 
from tlwfe that might have been given. and ReverthelelS were 
not given; for neitlier 4IU- nor EII/tbius are proper Names:; 
tbey are Adjeaivea., And what confirms me in this OpioiQn 
is, that this Pafiige feems to be taken from ODe in the C'MJ
lIu of PWD; where we finc1Al'Mhiu and 'tllft6,1, and DOt~ .Z"'. and ZIl/l6iIlS.· . . " .• 
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. tbl! GoIJsn .Perfil .. of Pythagopl~.. 3 , J 
:rought after in tire !hings t~~t :are Eternal; ~i)d 11111 'til ., 

a,,!o,~g t~e: Eternal,.10 the Dlv~rle.;: and ~ongthe ~t'! N::'~ . 
DIVIDe, 10 the moO: Excellent... .' . ,"""" ,~_ 

Thus you fee why the Name :of.'" J"MpitlT car,. pr,fi ,,,
rie$. even in tbe'very Sound",'.a:Sym~ol and,a.h·I- E:,,'~ar .. 
mage of the EfI"ence· t~at crcated:all tiungs. (d) For ZJ)f~. 
~he firft Impofersof Names, (e)-like exceUent St,-
t:uaries, by their fublime Kno.wledge and Wifdbm, 
cxprefs'd by the Names themfelves,.. as by animated'· 
Images, die Virtues and Qualities or thole to who*" ". 
they ga.ve them: . (f) For they'iovepted Names,· ' 

.·whofe 

.. (J) This is a mighty Colnmendation.of the fi'ra: Giversdf 
Names. They mull: have been endow'd with a fublime Know
red~ and Wifdom to exprefs by the Names the Nature of the 
Tbmgs they nam'4. But this ElOlY does but partly affect the' 
Greeks; 'tis intirely due to the He6rnls, who by the Impotiti
ODS of Names, ha~~ttc;r difcov.er'd the Nature of Things 
th:ut aU the other Nations of, the World. Thus the Holy . 
Scripture fa.ys of .A~m, thllt h, 'IIIi'd th, 'wing Cr'lItMrts ~ 
,heir "In NAm', becaufe he. gave. thetll ;N'allilcs . that ~k'iJ 
their Properties' and theirNat~re. Ano this so;p..#;i·w~ 
knew. . . ~ 

. (I) That is to fay. that as the moll .sIcilful Statu:aries endea~ 
'.:vour'd by the Excellence and by the Majel1:y of their Fi~res 
to e~prds the Virtues and natural P[~ies of their Originals, 
fo the lirft Impofers' of. Names ftro"e In lile maDDer to rendc;r 
the Names the ~ 1~ges of the Tliings to which they gav~ 
tilicm.. . ". . 

(/) This p~ has. hitberto been .unintelligible; but t~ 
Copy rompar'd with: the Manufcripts, and the Manufcript of 
'RIOt",,,, have wade it pwn and e:ifie .by ~ading it as fono~ 
Ttt ~ eN Tn ~fdvn ~',~~J}tt.~J~OAd,.T c.. 7/i ~IJX~ ;O~~£!IIV 
,;,,,,,~,,.i( olIo, '1'J.~ !) VO»~Ei~ tJlrrtt~ ,')tI'!#IX,d" Ji£6,d,f' T vo;,:' 
8f.v'Iai,. 'rI'ecff-';'Tfdf £lIol¥v7o. T~is c;ICf'i~s tvOaderfuDy wen 
w~ they ~'" 'YM.~v:e to ~hings theIr '!Ut. Names .. 1'h~ 
were fo intent \JP.01I, .,aod. knew fo ~1J du: ~uhjeeh th~t w~ 
the Objects of. their'fho,ughu,- tb.at tQeir 'Fhou~hts lic;pa1}le 
,the l;J'Ue ~d. moil; l'C~bling. Images of thofe ObJects:. Injl'.'"" 
aw, ImAZ's, that is to fay, It,llag'e~ that Yic,re. capable _ of. t;na:' 
.king,them.bc;known; ~~ t~ th~y aft~wards expla!nrd'.~Da 
l'Cndar'd thefe Thoug.lus by N.mcs .that. perfeetIy reprefentcd 
.t~. -. . . ... "'" ...... "' .. 
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~ '3' 4 '7L eo...tarits of ,Hierocles;' tm ~l 
whoCe very Sound was the Symbol of their I 

Thoughts; and their Thoughts were inoa refem- \ 
hling and moil inftruClive Images of ,the Subjeas 
-on which they thought. . ' 

(/) And indeed thefe great Souls, by their co~ I 
tinual Application' to intelligible things; being. 
it were fwallow'd up in Contemp~on; and grown, . 

, 11_ ,. as I may fay; pr~ with this Commerce~ when 
':i"r~~'s they: were taken with ,the Pangs 'of bringing fonh .,., 7:: their Thoughts; cryd out in Expreffions, and 
,"""Ii. gave fucb Names to things~ (h) as by their very 

SoUnd, and by the Letters imploy'd in fonning 
. them, perfettlyexprefs'd the J(inds of the thirt~ 

nam'd~ (i) and led to the Knowledge of theIr 
Nature, all that compr~Mndcd them aright; (~) to 

" that 

(g) 8;""ks in d1is p~ce yU;bly demonftrates, that the hi 
thuftafm. or requifite Infpiration to give to"Thiugs' their tJue 
Names. can come from God alnlle. and from tliC Meditation 
of divine' things. Thi.is undoubtedly true, and intirely COD· 

fonant to the Holy Scripture. This Whole 'Pa1Ja&e is peIfealy 
fine. ,.' 

(h) He pretends that the Names which there diviae Men. 
thefe fitft Name-givers~. wereperfealmages of the th~ 
ttam'd. not only by theit Significa'ion and:tlieir Energy, but 
likewife by their Sound and by their Figure. This agrees with 

, , what the H,tw",s have written of their own Tongue, that the 
, Figures and Shapes of their l..ettefs were not made by ACc.i-
.- dent; but were form'd in fueh and fucb a Manner, for certain 

ttcamus that were fuitable to each Chara6ter. In the CrIll!JIIu 
of PlAt,. S"'IIIII endeavours to prove the' tame thing or the 
Omit ~ters, in the Formation of Words~, , 
- (i) This mdePhir. the lew tay. thaftlievulgar rort of 
Men i~'d Names yery ltffi:rent ,from the Thiags nam'lIi; 
fa that the Thing Dam'd was one thing. ancIthe Name givea it 
-another: But int,he Boola of M'[rl,the Names are the moft 
lively and moll: fen1ibleExpre'ftons of th~ Tbiags nam'd, in
l'Omuch that even the Tbing it felf is inclUded ill the Name. 
'nor is there the leaR: Diffi:rCnce. J' ~, 

tit) This ~s vert weU'obferv°d; and may!'e awly'c1, in ge. 
ueraJ to.n _Ilaye ftudy'd Nature. MGiality. c;.,. and w. .. , , haN 
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,tbe GtJIJen 'Ptrfo~~'of Pythagoras. '-- .'3 S 5' , 
, l~t 'the End of 'theif' Coattmplation has been in 

regard to US the Beginning 'Of Knowledge. (1) Thus 
·th. e Ct-eator of-all ThiDgS was caU'd by thefe Men 
of deep,l.{nGwJedge and. Wifdom, fometiD;lts by 

·the ,Name'of FI""" and fOmetimes-Ly t,he Name of 
'J"piter; for, the Reafons which we have already 
mention'd.' , ',C" • • 

, Now 'what" we' .ask of him in this Prayer, is 
what ~e befiows on all Men by reafon of his j~fi.. 
nite Goodnefs; but it depends on us to receIve 
what he is continually giving. 'Twas faid before, 
Begin nflt f!J' p"t ,'hJ HA~d ,ttl the Wori:.J 'till AftW yerfe ~ 
',h(lM h4fl MJdr'fi a thJ [elf t. th, G.a, in PYA)er j 
to. teach us that the Gods are always ready to- give ' 
us the Things that are good, but that we receive 
them only when we ask for them, and when we 
firetch out our Hands to this Divine Difiribution: 
For what is free, receiv~s not ,what is truly good, 

, unlefsit will; and the .true Goodi are Truth and 7rllth al 
Virtut'7 (m) which flowing without ceafing from y",,.. J
:the Effence of the Creator, are viGble at all Times, t:~he 
and in cbl fame Manner to the Eyes of all Men • .Elf"'" t{ 
And whent~efe Verfes pray that we may be deli- CWo 
ver'd~rom al1 ~UI" Evils, they ask, as a thiog ab-
folutely ~eceffary, that we may know our own Ef-

.tence; for this'is what is meant by this Expreffi .. 
, '-" on. 

have imparted to us the F:uits, of their Labottrs.,' The End of 
-their' C8memplation wal tJie ~fng of our Knowledge; 
'but thi.t:is-yet !!!cfttrUe of the fatted Writers. The End of 
. t~ir'Co~mplatiori '~as the Beginning ,of OIlr InftruCtion; fat 
after theY'werdalIy Inftruard themfel"es, they bep to Ill-
·fttu8: .. , ; , 

(I) WbafHimtlrS here fays is mott tnJe. aUowiag what ill 
this Plate Iu! dills the ~ to hie'the wwtterable Tltr(ll"Mf!-
wMt ... or the 1'1mJ1IIh of the H,lm..". " I have explain'd It. r 
, (.) The Miloahipt of 7ltwnI&" iDftead of Kg',,"_ of'''' 
EI"'''','~~~ of ",,(;A,,1t ,hill ",M,l' Ml t~. 
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3} b .I.oe ~O'I'IJ11Ilnranes Of MICSOCJe5, un' 
Wi muft on, (It) 'What is the Demon of who", iheJ m"k! -fl; 
~ 'III' that is to fay, 'What is their 80111. For from this 
.i,~g:,,:: Return to our felves, from this KnowleS'g~ of our 
J,lkJ". 'III' felves~ (0) will neceffarily refult the Deliverance 
ftl-rm fr!m from our Evils, and the Manifeftation of the Goods 
,,.,. Z'IIiJl. that God offers, us to make us happy. This Verfe 

< , therefore fuppofes, that if all Men knew what they 
are~ and 'What is" the Demon flf 2I1h,,,; th'l mAk$ 
lifo. they 'would all be deliver'd from their Bvijs: 

Thids im. (p) But. this is impoffible; for it cannot be that P'.u:;"1 they fhould all apply themfelves to Phitofophy, or 
::d",~p. th~t they, thoul~ receive all alike; ,all the g~ 
li''''/14"" thlOgS that God IDceffantly off'ers for the ,Perfetb-

on of Happinefs. . - , 
'~hat 
'\ 

. ~ 
(n) Seeing the P,thllg'rIIlnS taught that each Man had a Dc!-.... 

mon. an Angel fur their Guardian whom theychofethemfelves., 
it may be thought that thefe Words. ",/nit is tho D,mon '/ ~ 
.hom I~ rJIII/t, "ft. mean what is the Demon whom they haye 
chofea fOr their Guide and fur their Conduaor. But Hi",&II, 
is far from this Opinion. lmd that too with good Reafon. vie 
inigltt know this Guide without beiug therefore deliver"d from 
our Evils. whereas ~ caanot know our Soul. without attajn-
ing to this Deliverance: For to know ourSoul is to knowthat 
<iod created it free. that he has rlac'd all good Things before 
it:. and t~t ,it depends on the Sou to em~race them. by £01-
Iowiag the Infpirations of God. 

,(0) In/lead of _7tt."tw,,· which is in the Text. I had put 
"UtTIV by way of Amendment. But the Copy compar'd with 
the Manufcripts. and'the Manufcript of Fllwncr • . liave given 
me the true Reading. ~~II."W;. ~hich is the ame as. to the 
Scnfe. and comes nearer the Word m the Text; 

. (P) What Wonder then tbat according to the Dolbine of 
thm Philofophers. fo few:(s the Number of thoLe who deliver 
themfelyes from their Evils. flnce this DeliveraDCe is the Work 
of PhiIofophy •. How poor is this! If Hi".,cT., had himfelf but 
open'd his Eyes. he would have difcover'd a much more eafle 
anel more certain War;' he would haye kDoWll that Salyation 
is in no Wife the Fnut of Study and of Knowledge. and that 
the mol ignoraat lIlay be Iilv'd as well as the moll Jeam'd,' 
We have n~ to do but to believe. and to live att.ordiDg tg 
the Faith. :r~e~ ~ ~ ~ ~f ~ny ~~ ~Jai!ofopJa1~ , . 
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the Golden Perfis of Pythagorls. 3 5 7 
. What then reihains but for them only to t:ike 
CQurage~ why apply theJPfelves to the Knowledge 
that 4l0ne difcovers our "true Good~ the Good that 
is proper for ·us J for they only will be deliver'd 
from the Evils that ar~ inherent in this mortal Na. 
ture, becaufe 'tis they alofte who addi8: themfelves 
to the Contemplation of the things that are truly 
good: And therefore they deferve to be plac'd a- ~AtriJjf... • 
mong the Number of the divine Beings~ becaufe tur, is Phi

they are in~ru8:ed by facred Nature, that, i~ to ~~!;t A~-
fay,. by Phtlofophy, and becaufe they prachfe all Wi/J,m ' 
tile Precepts whicll their Duty obliges them to ob- Aru/U",,,. 
(erve.· jltmJing 
. Now if we have any Convetfation wfth thefe ~:,sfrlrn 

~, divine Men~ we {ball make it be feen, br apply.. 1;' , 
ing our felves wholly to good Works, and to the gru,';,.:; 

a ~ lntellea:u~ Sciences. by whi~h alone the Soql is 'Ith, ~DTJ" 
11tIrcs. heal'd of Its PaBions, and .dehver'd from all the E.~ 'U""jilt"n 
",.1/ viIs here below, being tranflated into an Order, ~ hh:.u~ 

hare .) d' C d" h 11 d' , ",t .,,,,m, , Ilks.9 an mto a on mon w 0 y IVlne. . Mm. 
" We In iliort, this is the Senfe of thefe VerfeS. They 
from who lmow themfelves are freed from aU Mortal Af-
_ fe8:ions. But ~hy are not all Men then free from 
,tIIat them, feeing they have within them an innate Pow-
~ er of knowing what their own E.ffenee is~ Beaule 

the gteateft part of them. as has been already faid, 
p,at voluntarily draw upon themfelves their Q\Vn Mit: 
11th . fortunes; by refufing to tee or heal) that Good is 
ren near them. But fmaD is the Number of'thofe. 
tIr who know how to deliver themfelves from their 
rJ :E viIs, becaufe they know 'Wh"t DnniJlI thlj "fl. 
rtf And there are they who by the help of Philof()oo 
ri phy have freed themfelves from all bi'DtiJh Paffi. 

A a on,. 
'.' '( 

(IJ) The c;",tr fays, MIJ into • FM' -.u, Drvin'j 'Att, ill 
the Grl,1e Authors. as well aa among tlac H.r"""~ oftta '" 
nines Lilt, p"";,,,, $!?A,." 
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3 5 8 The Commentariu of Hierocles, on 
'ons, and who are retir'd from thefe earthly Abodes, 
as from a narrow ConfineJllentl where they had been 
Slaves to their PaffioDs.· 

Why then d!)es the Poet fay to JIII;,er, FAther 
of M~n, )011 wOllld deu'lIer fhem All from the Evils 
th.t opprifs them, if Jotrwollld jhew the. wh.t is 
the De",on of whom they milk! IIfl? Would he have 

• us belie~'e. that it depends on God to bring all 
Men back to Trut~, even in fpight of themfelves, 
and that he refufes to do it, either through N eg
lea: or cfeGgnedly. that they may continue in eter
nal Slavery ~ (r), This canr~ot be fo much as heard 
without Impiety. ihe Poet rather intends there
by to teach us, that whofo would attain to Happi
nef~, ought to have Recourfe to· God, as to his 

, Father: For God is the Creator of all Beings, and 
the Father of the Good. He therefore who knows 

'wherein conGfis the Deliverance from Evils, who 
has actually deliver'd himfelf from fuch as Men of 
their own Accord draw upon th(mfelves. and who 
by a voluntary Flight avoids fatal Contention, he, 
IIay, imploring the Divine Affifiance, cries out .. 
o Jupiter, F.ther of Men! He h~s already perfor
med the part of a Son in calling God Father, and 
he makes this Rd1e8:ion, that if what he does of 
himfelf, all Men did like him, 'they would like 
him too be deliver'd from all, their Evils: But 
finding afterwards that this does happen, not duo" 
any Fault of God, if I may be ,allow"d to fay fo, 

but 

(r) The ~rinted Text fays iI T,wTtI. ii' U' ~tr'o" b","f)';" ~ 
This CAnnqt I" fo milch lIS thDIIght .. ithDllr Imp;'ty. And this 
feem'd to me to be abfurd; for ~ Impiety is an Impietywbe
ther it he pronounc'd or not; 'tis enough that it enters into 
the Thoughts. The Manufcript of plorl7le, rcatls, in my 0-

.. pinion, much better, £'7a.1fl1" II h,IIr; for this exprc1fes a 
great Truth; that there are fome tbmp that rcQdcr impiQ;.\S 
thofe who on~y hear th~~ - - - - ~ 



the Golden Peife.r of Pythagoras: 
but through' the Fault of Men. who voluntarily 
draw on diemfelves their own Misfortunes, he fays 
to himfelf, Bllt t4k! CONr4ge, thou who hall: found 
out the true Way to deliver thy (elf from thy 
Miferies: And this Way is the Return which ho-

35.?· 

, ly Philofophy infpires us to make to the good 
Things that God never ceafes. to offer us. and 
which the greatell: Part of Men do not fee; be-
caufe they make an ill Uee of the common Noti- C'mm,,. 
ons. that God has as it w.ere imprinted on all ra- Notions 114-

tionaJ Beings, to the end that they may know tur~1 to 1111 
h riltlolUll 

t emfelves. . B~ings. 
N: ow to fltew anything to a Man~ 'tis ne.cef ... 

rary that the Actions of· two Perfons fhould. 
concur: For ·how can you fltew any ~thing to 
a blind Man, tho' you thould FreCent to him a 
thoufand times what you have a Mind to 1hew 
him~ Or how can you thew a thing to a Man 
who ha~ his Eye-fight, unlefs you offer him what 

. you would have him .fee ~ Thefe two things -theie
fore are nece1fary: On the part of him that thews 
there mull: be fomething preferiteg; and on the Fw the 
Part of him to whom any thing is 11tewn, there WwJ. !O, 
mull: be Eyes capable of feeing, to the end that ~~w. 'i
on th.e one hand the Object, and on the ot~er fo:~ n:z:j. 
the SIght, may concur together. and that nothlrlghPo things. 
~ay be wanting to make up a perfect Manifell:a-: 
tlon. 

This being premis'd, let us make this lIJpothtjis. 
that all Men would be deliver'd from their Evils. 
if God, who created them. did thew and teach G,I pr,_ 
them to know themfelvts. and to know 'Wh4t;s thefints gootl 
Demon the] life; but we fee neverthelefs. that all ~hi"zl ~1JII1I. 
Men are -nOt free4 from their Evils.. God there-;:.S I:,,,, 

. fore does not .fltew to all Men alike, but to them not to 110. 
only who concur on their Part to. this· Deliverance, h"IIuji all 

. and who are deftrous to open their Eyes, that they th~,~' Enot 
fc I d .. h G d . T.I IT .,'1 

~ay _~e, co!!!~mp ~!e an recel\~~"!. ~t 10 ,IdS 'P'" " ft' . !a- a 2. p e~ ,b,m. . 

Digitized by Google 

/ 



----1 '0 'J1Je Commentaries of Hierocles, on-
pleas'd to {hew them: And by Confequence God is 
not the Caufe that he does not ihew to all Men, 
(s) but they are theU)felves the Caufe Qf it, ,who 
neither fee nor hear that good things are neaiihem, 
and thus you fee why we fay they draw -on them
felves their own Evils of their own accord. The 
fault js in him that chufes~ and God is in no wife
to ~Iame, feeing he continually expofes the things 
that are good to the Eyes of all Men as much as in 
him is; but thews them not always to aU" becaufe 
in the greaten part of them, the Eyes of the Soul. 
which are alone capable of feeing the Good that is 
coqtinuaIly off"er'd it, are c1os'd or 6x'd down
wards on -the Earth, through an ill Habitude which 
they have contracted of adhering always to w~at 
V Evil. This Explication of thefe Verfes is con
formable to Truth, and 'ODfirms the Senre of the 
foregoing Verfes. 

(t) And indeed. if it depend on God to dng all 
Men to Truth, whether they will or 110, why do 

we 

(I) This agrees with what Terus Chrift aid to his DifcipJes. 
W'JI YI"IIl .. "" iu'rl' E1" .",{ _ -", j .rul EUI "" not h,A' ~ 
St. Mult 8. 18. But 'tis God muft open fur us thefe gyes and ' 
thefe Ears. 
- (t) Hitrleul denies not that it depc:nds on God to draw Men 
to himfelf; bl1t he denies that he can do it whether 1:hey will 
or-no; and this isamformable to found Doarine: GoJ fore., no 
M.". fays St.John Chryfoftom,_ hi ~;, (1J1$"o~l$r Ii ~I~'.'l) ~ 
ed" tb..Arl ~1$"DPMVl!f ~"lt~, thol' thAt .. iU; that is to ray, 
them that voluntarily obey-his Infpirations. Thus wheoJcfus 
Chrifi: fays, in St.JDhn. NtmD JIDI'P 'rImi" l1li mI, "iji PilI", 
'1"i mifo m" trllx,r;t ,um: No M." e.n CDmI to mI, lin/Iii 
my Flit"", .. ho hilI font ml, Jr ... him; he {peaks not of' a: for
cible Violence. as fome, who would deftror our rree-Wilt, have 
ill believ'd, but he fpeaks of an Afiiftance given to the Will: 
Nay. 'tis impoffible and contradiaory. that a Man fhould be 
drawn to the Truth in fpight ofhimfelf. becaufe'tis imP.,01!i
ble that he fhould be drawn to it without loving; and If lie 
!eve it, he muft neceffilFily be inclin'd to it. but then daat N~ 

- . ccffity 
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the Golden Yer/u of Pythagoras. J 6 ~, 
we accufe them of drawing on themfelves their own 
Misfortunes yoluntariJy, and through their own 
Fault ~ Why do we advife them not to provoke 

I Contention, but to avoid it by yieldjng~ Why do; 
we command them to bear in Patience the Accidents 
that happen'to them. and to ufe their Elforts to' 
amend and heal them ~ For all the Ways to Virtue xIM, &/IfJ 

by InflruClions are intirely 'ihut up; if Liberty of ",~ Vir •• 
Will be once taken away. ( II) We need neither :;;~'t'''
pncHfe' nor meditate, (2V) nor love Good, if it were ".:. .;"-
the Part of God only to deJiver Us from Vice, and • 
to repJeni1h us with V.irtue, without our con-· 
tributing thereto. , 

But if this were fo, God would be the Caufe of 
the Sins-of Men: Now'ifGodbe in no wife the OurDII.'
Author of Evil, as we have already demonllnted, '""lD", 
'cis evident that our Apofiacy- flom Good comes G"J,!:;
wholly from our felves. -who neither fee nor hear ;:", (JH~ 
that it is near us, and in us, according to the, NO-fowl'. 

A a ~ tions 

ceffity is free and iadependant ~ This Hi"ork, knew very weD, 
and call'd it the Neceffity ,of the Mind, which is a thouWKl 
times ftron~er than all exterior Violence, that haS no Empire 
over the will. 'Tis fo true that 'the Soul of Man inclines no 
lets voluntarily thaninfillibly to that which charms it. that the 
greateft Violence is not able to hinder it. 

( .. ) H;"ocllS ftrctches too f.uo the Co-operation of Man in 
the Work of his RegeneratiOll: For 'tis certainly God alone 
who ~ves us Virtue. and who deliven us from Vice. 'Tis 
true. that we contribute on our Part. but what we contribute 
comes from him. thus 'tis God who works the whole in us. 
a8d whea we lend our Will to what he does, 'tis he that a
cites that Will in us. by making us love the ~ he would 
have us do. Our Actions are our own, becaufe it is our Will. 
our Free-Will that produces them, and the, are litewife the 
ACtions of God. becaufe his Grace ftir'd up ID us the Free-Wil 
that produc'd them. _ 

( ,,) There is here a Fault in the Printed Text, which the 
Manufcript of 7111"",, corrects. ~ 'fAl71 'T'8~ ~ &WV; 
jt C)ught to be ~ 'fAl7~ 'de~ nr. .. &Ac. 
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~3 & 2. the COffImentarieS of Hierocles, on 
" cions that Nature imparted to us at our Cre:ltion; 

and the fole Caufe of this Blindnefs, and of this 
Deafnefs, is this pernicious Contention, this Evil 
that we voluntarily embtace; . but inftead of increa
ling and fuffering it to grow, we ought to avoid it 
by yielding. to learn to deliver our felves from our 
Evils, and to find out ~he way to return to God: 

7'h.Liz!:ut For by this means the Light of(~od, an~ourSight 
z..G~gbt . concurring together, compleat and perfett this man. 
",1Ift &,,,.. ner of iliewing, that effedua~es the Liberty of the 
&IIT tDI'· SouJ, its Deliverance from all the Miferies here 
th"... . below, a lively Talle of divine Good;- and the 

recalling it from Banithment into its true Coun-
try. . 

The Poet therefore having thus treated of Truth 
and of Virtue. and having c1os'd up the Precepts 
~f Virtue in the nightly Examen of our Confdence~, 
which he advifes us to make, and having be6des 
carry.'d ()n the Hopes of Truth as far as the Liberty 
of the SouJ, and its Deliverance out of aU its E-

B.ls gD~nl viIs, he proceeds in the next Place to fpeak of Pu. 
:::!!:~~ . rity, which gives W!ngs ,to the lu~inous Body, 
lNminDlls and thus he adds a thud kmd of Phdofophy to the 
BoiJiI. two former. 

V E R-· 
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the GfJldm Pdfi.r of pythagoras: 

VERSES LXVII, LXVIII, and 
LXIX. 

But a6ftain thou from the Meats whith we 
have for6itltll1l in the Purifications, . 

Anti in the Veliverance of the Soul J . make 
a jujl Viflintlirm of them, and examin., 
a// things welt. . 

Leaving thy ftlf always to 6e guided and 
tlirefltd /;.1 the U'nderjlanding that comes 
from a/;071e, anti that ought to hold the 
Reins. 

T HE rational Effence having receiv'd from .4noth". 
God i!s Creator a Body conformable to its ;:'111'./ 

Nature, defcended hither upon Earth~ (b) fo that 0' Pytha
'tis neither a Body, nor without a Body; but be- ~h.e~~~, 
jng incorporeal it has neverthelefs its Form deter .. the Soul. 
min'd and bounded by the Body; (f) Even as in/piritHill 

A a .. the BD',. 

(/I) This is another Error of the Pythllgfll'.IITJI, who, tho', 
they belie,'d the Soul to be a Spirit. gave it neverthelefs a fub
tile and luminous Body, becaufe they could not conceive how 
a thing bounded and finite coull:i be without a Body. The Ad. 
~antage which we may at this Day draw from this Error (for 
the Errors of tRe Heathens feI"Yc to lead us to Truth, of whicA 
they are the Bllblrd-Children) is that even by the Confent .of 

. thefe Philofophers. the s.ui lIlay be c1oath'd with a fpiritual B0-
dy; and this is the Hope of us Chriftians after the RefurreCl:ioll; 
for as there is an animal Body. there is alfo a fpirituaI Body •. 
St. PAUl. I CfII'. Ir. ++-

(II)'Tis not a Body becaufe 'tis Spiritual, nor is it without a 
Body. becaufe ·tis c1oath'd with a thin and fubtile ~py, that 
bounds and dctcrmins it. This is the Senfe of this Vifion of 
the Pythtlt·".,MU. 

(e) For thefe philofOphers bciiey'd that the Heav'ns and the.. 
Stars wer.Ani.... Tlie rife oftGit irrer may bc,fcen in ~i1 
~!C. ~~ ~~/'... ---:- -_ .. _ ... "-- --- -_.. . . 
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J 6+ the Ctmnn~fltaries. of Hierodes, 1m ~ 
.he Stars. whore fuperior Part is an Incorporeal ~b. 
Aance, and ,heir inferior a Corport'al, the Sun. it 
fdfbeing a Compound of (omewh~t Corporeal and 
of {QmethiDg Incorporeal; not that it is compos'cl 
ftf two Parrs, which having been (~parate, have u
nited'themfelves together; for if fo, they might 
f~parate themfelves again; but of two. Pans cre
ated together, (d) and bom together with Subor~ 
dination, fo that the one dire8:s and.the otherobeys. 
'Tis the fame with all rational Effences, as well with 
,he Heroes as with Men; (I) for a Hero isa rational 
Soul with a luminous Body; and Man is li~ewite 
~ rational Soul (I) with an i~mortal Body created 
with it. Thus you fee the Dofrrine of P),h4gor4s, 
whichpl.to in hisPJwJrllS exp]ain'd long after him, 
f,s) co~parin$ ~~ ~vine ~oul ~nd the htqnan So~J . 
, . to 

~--~~--~----------------------

(tf) :rile Manu{cript of PIDr"",. inftead of ~ 'I',J,~~ ~ufL""
,,)/(,6'1'IiV, reads ~ iE~ lTu!I-'1I'tOilx.6.,.",,,. But I rather approve 
the reading of ~ printed Text. We fiDeI likewife in the £OJ.. 
lowing Page 7fu) 7t1b,. ' 
. (,) Tlui P!!.lMg"."., held that the Gada and the Angels had 
Bodies IjkeWiie. ' 

(f) It cannot be doubted but PplMg".., was ofO:pinion that 
this fubtile and' thin Body of the Soul was hom WIth it; for 
this appearf trom feveral PatJages of the T;"'I.IIS; and therefore 
plMD fays In his Phw#lS. ti.,s,;"tl/o, 7'1 {;o,. lxo, ~. ..J.u
Xn, ~xov '11T;:~rt. :f- tt1~ ~ xe~'" 7tJJJ7t1. ITIJ!I-,",ult.hd.. • 
.A" ;mmDl'tM .4";,,,.1 IbM IMI II Soul. 6/11 bill Ii-iii /I B_Jy, 
ImilNth of thim ""it,tI. IInti III it .."., ""It,ll IDg,,1m frtml 
Ih, Btg;"";"g. And yet t~re (cerns to have been lOme Pfl~ 
g".,1I1'lS aftciwards'who held' that the Soul, having been crea
ted wholly fpiritual, infinuated it felf in the corporeal Soul; 
that is to fay, that it c1oath'cfit felfwith athiD ana fubtile 80-', 
dy, which they conceiv'd to be taken out of thcCe1eftial Orbs. 
Whoever'would fee'inore i;f this: let him confult 1MnlNelll 
'VIiI.. VI. for I fear I fhall be tlwugltt to have dwelt too Joug 
already upon thefe ViflODS. ' ',' , 

'I) ,See ~ th~ Paffage of PiMo. ,as we find it in his Ph... 
MriI. To give an Idea of the Ditine Soul and of the Haman 
'~ he fays. oIEo/M.r~.,.ij ~II~'';'T~ J'1I,d,flt ri-:rMIJieJu' 
, T' " " , ~.")t¥S; 
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the Golden PerJes of Pythagoras; JtI 5: 
to _ wing"d Claariot,· ,hat bas two Horfes and =
Coachman to gqi4e it. 

For tpe PerfeClion therefore of the Soul, we have, 
need' of Trutlt and of Virtue; and for the Purga
tion of pur luminous Body, we frand in need to 
be c1eans'd of all the Pollutions of Matter, to have 
rec:ourfe to holy. Purifications; and to make ufe of 
all the Strength that God .has given us to air us up 
to fly from there inferior Abodes; and this is what;. 
the preceding Verfes teach us. They infirua: 
us to' remove the Pollutions of Matter by this Pre
cept, A!Jfl4in fr.", All thl MI~fS tlJA! 'WI hll'lll [9r.
b;JJt". They enjoin us to add to this AbfHnence, 
holy Purification~ and the Strength. with which, 
we arc divin~Jy infpir'd j (h) which Command . i~ 

''" . 

1t--L \., e'" ~I"''' , •• I 
." ")'lft Te '!1 '/IIIOX" ... " fA' "" '71'71'01 '!t ""'OX~I 'Ir«.". 
Tit. tJiJTOI .'1" "),d..S-61 ~ dE. ';''VI&.3-~v. 'nI !) <iW b.A.t», 

, TI \ .. <.1..... 'I.. I 1I.t:l... • 
P.tUINV· '!1 4rfAlTOV lAo filUM" 0 tl.fX"" fll1JJ"e.(,,'~ fI IJ..IO-

N fV~P tI c <" .".. , \' ~ Q..\ \, 
")1",. Ir>Tct.".,. '7r'1r"''' 0 P. tlJJ'TfM "ct.A.o~ Ti '!1 ct.)'.....,.G~. '" 
..,~ , c • ." \., I \ ~ 
e4c. T&lIlT",'. D ~ dE. CNd..JI1,,,,,, '!1 CNIU'T,9-. Xct.A.£4rIl:t~, 
.l'UITIt.~~O~ tJf, ti?rl~II.I/' ,; .ftl n;U;, ,j"6XIIIT,,. It r,/i_I'$ 
,. .. ;":'11 Ch"";It ,hilt hili , ... H"ftr A"tIJ II e,M"""'" born to-. 
z,thlr. The H.rft' Anti th, COM." If the GIJs "", /Ill pi. 
1It&II"Ji IhIy &fW/II fr"" ~; IINl th, H"ft, IINl CIMbmtn 'I 
.ther, Ar, m.ingl,J. Firft. he thl#grumu fIIgMs the Ch""i", 
~, " hilllDrfos ;s gHtl ..,. trlll!Mle, IInti &1"", fr.m HDrfts IbM 
"" fl; IInti th, DIm &ominz /rtntI Ifllit, &lmtr." H"fts. ;, If"it, 
&"",~ liIt, .. ifo. tbllt ;s tl {II,. reJI;,;, IINl Jifob,Jimt. Thiel 
,,. fie 'tIIhJ I",. Chllrjl' ;, 'I nlt'J/'1IJ fo JiffinJt " g,,;tIe. ~ 
&Plication of this I~ naturally preknts it felf. The Coach. 
~ is the Underftandmg. the fpiritual Part of the Soul; the 
Chariot i, the fubtilc Body that tbi: Soul governs i the two Borfcs 
are the ilafcibli: and the concupifclblc: Faculties. Thefe two 
Hom. of the ~iot, of the Gods are· intirely good. bc:caufe 
spther Exccfs nor Vice llpproach the Divinitr. But the Cha· . 
r~ot of the Human Soul his one Horic good and tractable. which 
ii the irafrible F~tl that fCl'Yes ana obc:y~ Rc:afon i and the' 
qtber vicious and .~~ which is the (:ODcupifcible Fa-Cpl. .., . 

(7y This faiJige Is indeed a little obfcure. but I take tho 
~~ e.f!~ ~ ~ ~ .' t~~ ~ V!rtuc are the ~.tio~::! 
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indeed a little obfcurely inculcated by thefe Words .. 
;11 the PMrijicAtiollS II1Id ill the Deli'llwace of ,he 
SoMi, &c. and IaflIy, they endeavour to render ~he 
Form of the Human EfI"ence intire and perfett, by 
adding, Lening thy ftlf to be gMided And dirtClid.11J 
tht"Vlld,rjfll1ldillg thAt comes Jr"'" """w, lind thAt 
ollf.bt to hold the Reins. For the Poet thereby {en 
before· our Eyes the whole Human Effence, and 
diflinguifhes the Order and the Rank of the Pam 
that compofe it.. That which guides is as the 
Coachman, and that which follows and obeys, is 
as the Chariot. Th"fe Vcrfes therefore teach aU 
that are defirous to underftand the Symbols of P.J-

~ ,hAgorAs, and to o)er them, (i) that by the Exer
~t/;/;~,,- eife of Virtue, and by embracing Truth and Puri
ri.t ofthl ty; we ought to take care of our Soul, and of our 
&#11/. luminous Body, (~ which the Oracles call the 

[Mbt;k· 

the Intelle6l:ual Sou'; Abftinence from certain Meats deanfes 
the Pollutions of Matter, and hinders the fubtile Body of the 
Soul from mingling and confounding it felfwith this terrelbiaJ 
and mortal Body; the Purificat;ons compleat. to carry off and 
to purge away the Stains which this fubtile Body has contrall. 
e'tf, and the Strength with which we are divinely infpir'd, that 
is to fay, the Power that God has given us, and which he· 
ftrengthens by his Alftllance, to wean us from thefe earthl1 
Abodes, and to make us By from th~m, perfells this Delive. 
rance' of the Soul, which IS the Defign and End of Philofophy , 

(i) . This is the Senfe of this Paffage of Bier"l,s, for he told 
us but now, that in order to the Perfection of the Soul, that is 
to fay, ·ofthe fpiritual Part of the Soul, we have need of Truth 
and of Virtue; and that in order to the Purgation of the cor
poreal Part. that is to 'fay. of the luminous BOOy. we han 
need of Purity. 

(k) By thefe Omcles he means fomeVcrfes that wereimpu': 
ted to Orphllll; or eIfe he gives this Appellation to the Tenets 
of Fyth"glYllS. As to what remains, 'tis difficult to afcertaill 
what Opinion thofe philofophers had of thefe Chariots, for they 
{poke very obfcurely of tliem. They tallght tbat they were 
<ii/ferent, according to the Dignity of the Souls. See the The. 
ological Inll:ruCl:ion of PrDciUl, Art, 10+. 1"~lic",,~
in~r of the Chariots of the ~mo~s, ,.. 11~ {aya !b:l~ the~ ~ 
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the Golden VerJes . of Pythagoras; / 3 67. 
foJtUe ChAriot of the So.l. (I) Now the Purity 
here (poken of, ~xtcnds to Meat and Drink, and to 
the whole Management and Ufage of our mortal 
Body, in which is lodg'd our luminous Body, 
which infpires Life into the inanimate Body, and 
contains anq preferves all its Harmony. (",) For the . 
immaterial Body is the Life,and produces the Life of 
tlie material Body; (n) by which Life our mortal Bo- .4"imlll 
dy becomes perfea ~ being comPos'd of t he irillnaterial Lifo pr •• 
Life, and of the materialBody; (0) and being the l'~~.'M 
Image of the whole MAn, who properly fpeaking isa ;o~; oj;", 

com- S,ul. . 

taken, neither from the Matter nor from the Elements. nor 
from. any other Body that is known to us. And when he 
{peaks ~f the Chariots of Souls, it appears, bi what he fays. 
that they conceiv'd them to be as it were an Extraa: and~in
te1fence of the Celeftial Orbs. Prlelus fays, that the ChaHot 
of every particular Soul is Immaterial, Tndivifible and Impaf.. 
4ble. I believe I have difcover'd the Origiaal of this OpiniPi1 
in the Life of Pyth,,:.orlll. . 

(1) I have follow'd the MAnufcript of Florine" where infiead 
of riv?" ,; JL~ri.~qlr.; we find ,tv?" Ii JLtt.8«eh,,~. 

(m) See here the Seofe of this idle Notion of Pyth4gorlll, 
which feems at firft very difficult and veryobfcure. We have 
already feen. that he taught, how the Soul. before it came to 
animate this mort~l Body, had a fpiritual and luminous Body; 
and feeing this mortal Body has a fort of Life. he conceiv'd 
that this Sort of Life was tbe Eflea: of the luminous Body that 
fill'd it; and therefore that this mortal Body, being compos'd 
of Life and of Matter, was the true Image of the E1lence of 
Man. that is to fay, of the- Soul. and of the ffiritual Body. 

(n) The Manufcript of FI.rme, gives us thIS PafJage as Hil
rocks writ it; for inftead of ~ ~V"7W ;,~, q~fA.tt.. as the prin-' 
ted Text reads ito, we find in that Manufcript, ~ ..'1,,".nV. ,;~, 
,tio,,; and inllead of CMA tI.),.6')11$ ~."', we read, C«. tf It),.),." ,.nr; for he cODceiv'd the Life or the animal Body to be •. 
Life in fome t:neafure Immaterial. becaufe it was the EffeCt of· 
tho luminous Body of the ~l. 

(D) This mortal Body being compos'd of the· material Body 
and of the immaterial Life. that is to fay, of the Life that com· 
municated to it the fubtile Body,it was regarded by the P"hllgfr" 
MJSasthe Image of the Eaence of Man, that is to fay, oftlie Under. 

, ftanding aadof thelmmaterialBody;aJl<iw theotJFhand.thq 
. .. - . .. - - ... -. - .- - ... 

~~ 
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3 6 8'1f,e Commfflta,ies of Hierocles, till 

a Compound of the rational Eifence, and' of the 
immaterial Body. . 

'I'hu ;s tl See~ng therefore that we are Men, (p). and. that 
["i, th, "/1- Man 15 cOinpps'd of thefe two Parts, 'tIS eVIdent 
ti_S,lll that he ought to be purify'd and perfected in both 
eu,"f/'tl . of them;' and to this purpofe he mufl: follow the 
::~~;Waysthatare propertoea~hof.his two Natures; for 

. . each Part requires a different p.~rgaripn. For Ek
Whllt;s thl ample,' the reafonable -Soul, in regard to its Facul
PlI'f8l1tiim ty of Reafoning and of Judging, muft be purg'd 
-Ith' Sall/. by Truth, which produces Knowledge~ and in re
~"g~ gard to its Faculty of deliberating, it muG be 
f~h't_purg'd by Confultation; for being made to con
;'ny'!IH' template th~ Things that are DivinE', and tQ reg~
bNU' ""J late the Things below; fQr the lirft we h.ave n~ed 
.fVirlH, ofTJUth, and for ~e laft we have need of Vir
MId t tue, that we may wholly apply our (elves to the 
Trill • Contemplation of the things tbat are eternal, (q) and 

to the PratHee of. all our Duties; and in both we 
ihall avoid the Storms that Folly raife~, if we obey 
exaaly the Divine Laws th~t have been given us : 

Thllt 's II for this Folly is the thin~, of which we ought to 
foy. th..t;1 purge our rational E1I'ence; (r) becaufe it was that 
eMil, W, very 
hlnl II • . 
eZ,lIth it 
ftlf with /I 
t»OrlM tmJ regarded likewirethis immateria1 apd rubtile Body, as the Image 
eorrllpti6" of the mortal Body. it beipg moulded on the Figure of this 
llat!Y.· Body. Imllgt is a RecipiocafTerm that may rerve as well to 

the Original as to the Copy. 
(P) Inftead of tlv8ffn"6' :> I',,l TtWTd., we ought to read,. 

o ~ tlv9flrl7r~: TtWTtL, as in the Manufcript of Flor,ne,. Thefe 
tWo Patts of Man, that is to fay. of the Soul, are the rational 
Mence, the Underftanding; and the immaterial and luminous 
Body; as he but ~w explain'd it~ 

(q) T~l' ':i CN9.·X.O~IIIV 'lI"O/JlT'lt.~/ •• which ought, tq ~e re:1d 
as in the Manufcript of EZ,rI7l&I. ~ :) CH'r.XItI~ItIV 'lI"olfl7J-
dh . 

\" ~"o:-" 10 £7res -41 T<UlTllr 'lr:e1fJ'J1AOeV ef TJI 1)""111"/, ~ l?cIII.-d f' \\' Nfl· .. , 

fbou d read as in the~f comw'd wirh the Map.\lfp·ipt~pq ~ 
~~ ManuiCript ofEla"'l&~ i.".,J ~ ~tt..&'{n 'lI"sqni.9. 'Tn ~~ Jr',e,., .. 
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the GolJd" Perfil of Pyth~oras. 3 6 ~ 
very FoUhy which gave it a: Tendency and A1f'eai- \ , 
on for t e things here below. But becaufe a mor-
tal Body has aonex'd it felfto our luminous Body, 
we 9ught likewife to purge it of this corruptible . 
Body, and to deliver it from the Sympathies it 
has contraae'd with it, '(s) there remains therefore prwj"tl
onl! the Purgation of the (piritual Body, which 'f'h,jp{rj~ 
muG be done according ~o the facred Oracles, (I) and tURl BH.1-
t,o the holy Method which the Art teaches, (II) but ' 
. , this 

Fetr" JI.JJtr~. Word for Word. Blell"fo this jilme Ff)~ mAtI, ;1 
plei/illll' it fllf mtf) 1'" lnelinlltio" tf) /" 1JDm; that is to fay, !". 
tll"li tim Folly ineli"J it If) ellmf her, /"In If) nlhm. tmJ I. 
IIni""'t, II mort'" II1Ul eorrlllli6k Bf)J,. 

(s) Himel,s here imploys ..J,UX'JtOIl tr6f.tc,in a contrary Senfc 
to that which St. Pllllt gives in tile firll Epiftle to the ClWinthiMU. 
For this Philofopber ufes it for the fpiritual Body, for the lu· 
minous Body of the SouL which he oppofes to the millerilll or 

, terrdbial Body ; whereas. St. PAllt utes it for the mortal and 
terrellrial Qody. oppos'd to the fpiritual Bod):. which he calls 
I1J'IItLfA.tt.'IIJta'f and which is nothing eIfe than this mortal and 
terrdbial Body glorify'd. As forwnat remains, HitrOeks fays 
notlling of the Purgation of the material Body, becaufe it is 
comprehended in the Purgation of the fpiritual Body; and' be
fides this P~tion is n. made for the material 'Body. but for 
the other whtCh gives it Life. 

(I) .This is the Reading of the printed Text. '!1 f!. it~" 
'T\X/lcU~- In the Manufcript of FIo"ntt, we read '!1 ¥ JW' 
i.f~v 'T''t-,t.C". which ought perhaps to be thus corred:ed, '!t 
'i; N i'fUll' 'T'x.'cU~. IInti tfJ th, M,lbfJJ of the Art of the Sa .. 
crificers. -

(,,) pf)rphyr;us has handled this Subje6l: in his Treatife. «1' 
';",6,11" .f -+vX Ii~, De r,grljfu Anim •• Of Iht R'llIrn fJf th, Solll" 
tf,J' pille, of its Origi".,. And St •• A:"glljlin refutes admirably well 
this Method of purging the fp1l"1tuaJ Part of the Soul by Iht 
Thrrwgielt .tfrt, as a very implOUs PraCl:ice. To explain it the 
better, I will fet down the whole Pafiage. Hllne,Art,,,,, fays he 
in Chap.$'. Book I o. of the City of God. lIIil,m dieit tjJi mil"· 
Jllnd. p.rti IIni1p.. non quiJ,m int,lhElllllli, ~"" rer"m intelli. 
gjb,Uill", pereipitur 'lJlritIlS, "HllIIs hllb,ntiu", Jimilil""in,s eorpD-, 
rll"" fltl hiritllli • . qu eorplWlllism rerllm ellpill"'rw Imllgi",s • 

. 14l1ne 'nim t1ieit per q".pllm Cf)7J/terlllif)n,s Ih,,,rgiellJ, IJIIIIJ te-
lctas 'IJ~&lInt iJon,.m fi"i IIlfl'" IIpl.m futeplloni Spirit""", 6-

Ang.lml,. 
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~ 70 The Commentaries of Hierocles, on' -, 
~, . e~Us ;1 this Purgation is in fome ma~lDer more corporeal, 
IIYIf'rfing, and th~refore imploys all fortS of Ways inti rely to 
I::;~:_ heal this vivifying Body, and to oblige it by -this 
t,nJ,ath", Operation to feparate it felf from Matter~ and to 
lhisfpiritu- take its flight to thofe blifsful Regions~ where its 
III ~lItfi original Happinefs had plac'd it:- (w) And whatever 
~:;h''':''_ is '(fone for the Purgation of this Body, if it be 
IiJI- BI~. done in a manner worthy of'God, without any De-

ceit or Impofture~ will be found confonant to the 
Rules 

Ang,llll'um III 'ViMntlum DIDs. Ex qui,," IlIm,n th,u"gicis'lI_ 
Ietis fAt'tu" i""Ilea.llli IInim. nihil p."gAlionis Mtla"." '1".,J 
,"m f"eillt iJon'lIm lIa 'ViJ",tI.m ,D,um f •• "" & p,,.,[piei""'" 'If ifU. 'V,,,, funt. This Paflige cannot be better aplain'd than 
by this Place of Hi".lI&lts; fur we fee that what St. Augllftin. af
rer PwphyrillS calls th, fpi"itUIII p"", of th, s,ul,Spi"itllltm aim. 
,""um, is what Hi".lI&les after the P!.,hII:"",m and pu./onielts 
calls '7I'1'J-~rLTIK.al' ~ M?r7av~ {u)::", !?r.,,~1t> and-ri au"OH
.Nr ~ ..f,.u)::nr (f;~rL, and ","uX'K.a, (f",~d.. Ih, ,[pi"itUIIlllntl 
[uhtil' ch."iot ofth, SlIul, tM lUminous Botl, of Ih, Soul, IIntl 
th, II.lIi",1I1 BoJ,. Moreover, Porphyrius, when he command
~ to purge this fpiritual Part, or this fubtile IIodr of the Soul, 
by thefe Initiations and by thefe Ezpiations, injolD'd likewife. 
as Hi".lI&l" here does, to' purge the Intelletiual Part by the 
lCnowledge of Truth. PJ,hllg'''lIs took from the. Ch"lJ,lIns 
this twofold Pllr~tion; and the' chllltl'lIns 110 doub. took the 

, Hint from the Sacrifices of the 1l'1li1, which they but ill un
derftood. and wht"re they fOund fome Ceremonies whichrela
ted to the Purification of the Body. Be it as it will, 'tis cer
tain that this Superftition was in great Vogue amoog all the 
Ancients; for 'twas this that made the Heathens go into aU 
the Comers of the World. to get themfelves initiated in the 
Myfl:eries of their fiUfe .Gods. -

(711) For among the Plfg"ns there were Vagabonds and Im
pallors, who counterfeited the Ceremonies of their Religion, 
by making ufe of Sorceries and Ch~ts to caft a Mifl: before the 
Eyes of Men. See 1"",6lieus 10. ~. where he fays very well, 
that all the Arts are fruitful in falfe Arts that counterfeit the 
true; but that thefe falfe Arts are more oppofite to the true, 
than to any thing die; fur there can be nothing more contrary 
to what is good in its Kind. than what is bad in the tame Kind. 
Himel,s and Po"phyrilll furbid to make Application to thofe 
forts of Men. and would have Men addrefs tbemfdves to thofc 
who had the true Rites, that is. to the true Sacrifict'rs. - -- - --. _ .... - -.. -.- .- -~. -. 

Digitized by Google 



the Goldm Verfes of PythagoraS;'" 
Rules of Truth and of Virtue. For the Purgati- ImP'll"'" 
ons of the reafonable, Sou]. and of the luminous .,. :"'~ I 
Chariot, are perform·d to this purpofe,. tbat this ~'!ifh!; 
Chariot may by that means-come to have Wings;[romEzpi
and immediately foar aloft towards. the Celeftial MiMs,"!" , 
Habitations. ~':!'!.~ .... 

n. 'b h' ~,,- IS t. Now, what, mOn ~on~fl utes to ~ e growth of fi .ofthe 
thefe Wmgs, Is~edltatlon, by which we learn·by'J;ritlNll . 
little and little to wean our Affections from earthly B09, 
things. and to get a Habit of contemplating the ~h'fi";.m:. 
things that are Immaterial and Intelligible. and ~o~ ~/" 
to alike of the Pollutions it has contraded by its /JJji ",ill 
Union with this terrefl:rial and mortal Body. And TmJ,neJ 
jnde,ed, by theft three Advantages it revives in fome t'~"t" 
m~nner, it rouzes up ~t [e~f, 'tis fiU'd w~th d!vine ::ng~ 
Vigour (x) and reumtes It [elf to the mtelhgent ThM is Ie 

PerfectioD of the Soul. [",. Gol. 
(J) But it will be ask'd, wherein and how the -

Abllaining from certain Meats can contribute to 
things of fuch Excellence 1 Certainly it cannot be 
doubted but in regard to thofe who are accufiom'd 
to avoid all worldly Joys, to 'abftain befides intire
ly from eating Meats. efpecially from fuch as ener
vate tIie Mind, and incline the Body to lufl:ful De-'· 
fIres, it--cannot· I fay be doubted, but this will be 
a great Help to them, and a conuderable Advance 
towards their Purification. This is the Rearon why 
in the. Symbolical PreceptS we are injoin'd there Ab. 
ftinences; which Precepts. under the myRical Senfe, 

. . con-. 

{.Ir} This intelligent Perf~on of ~e Soul is nothill! elfe than 
the Divine Underftanding, that is to fay, God. 
. (,) This Paffilge was defective in the printed Text. The ' 
Manufcript of Florme, has reftor' d it~ by adding the WoN J.-

\ and ,. h h I p"n;._ h \ 9' ." "'"oX". ~Ivmg us t e W oe ---& ... t us, T, .. , " CNIIIIV 
~f"fJ.J.TIII" ~x.n "'e~ TtWTfI. fTufJ.'flJl.6no 1.,,: TJais isanOb
je4ion Hiw"l,s makes to himft¥£, and he anfwers it after
wards by fhewing, that this Precept has two ScJUCs. a IitteraJ 
!nci ~ ~~c ~~ Myft!caJ,- . ---~ -- '-. . .. -
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CODceal one that is general and of large extent; tho' 
at the' fame time, Jitterally taken, they have the 
Senfe which they prefent, and pofitively forbid 

- _ what is aprdly nam'd in the Precept. For' Ex-
r" .. ·"'!t- ample, the Symbol that forbids- T. eM theMMTix :,:7; .• f .., Alli1llA1. litteraUy taken, forbids the eating 
__ tl: of a certain Part of it, and that a very ff!1all one t~ ; 
lilurill. but if we dive to the Bottom of the hidden Senfe 

of this PJthAgore" Myftery, we thaD difcover that 
( .. , by this palpable aDd fen6ble Image, (A) we are 
taught intirely to renouote to whatever relates to 
Birth :lnd Generation. ( ") And as we are com" 

·lIWkJed to abftain a&uaUy, and accordin~ to the 
Letter from -eating that Part of any Animal, fo are 
we to praCtife and obferve with ~ual Care, the 
lDotl: myfterious and hidde~ InjunCtions of this 
Precept, in order to the Purgation of the lwninous 
Body. 0- • 

In like manner, in this Precept, n,. flA/t ".t 
'At the HeATt, the chief Senfe is that we thould a
void Anger; but the litteral and fubordinate Senfe 

~ is 

. , 
.(1~) ,:1; i,a, Tlv@- ttibw,-w Jo,I'd.-x.S'n. 'Tis evidentthete 

is a Word wanting in the Ten; I bad tupply'd ""f'" IJt this 
,lIlpMli imtl ft"f-It PMt. But th~ Copy compar'd with the 
"MInwcripts. and the Manufcripr of FIDrIDn. have given me 
the true Reading. ~ci"lLtlI~. Iy this pMpMIt imJ ftnJi-
II. 1"",1.'" . _ 

(II) That i$ to lay, to aU the things of this Life; for this 
was the Scnfe in which the PJ1h"lflnllllS us'd- the Word ')f'. 
"e~", Birth. G,,,,,IIti,,,. The LMin Interpret~r has often 
mifiaken in explaining it for lAIII. If he had but read fome 
Chapters of 111m111ielll, who often fpeales of jfi,,!~,~, and of 
"'''~''''l<~)'a, ",0;f!1.. he would IiOt liaye made this Blunder. 

(~) There was a great Fault in this Pt~e, which, as ell
,.,." taw very well. ought to be read and pointed thUS;)!' 

c ') ,... N I .", N'V III, ep '~f"sfA:ItIT' IJ'I$'TO " '/1. ~0,~0",!9d.. IIT8, ep TO', '711 • 
• -i'0HI'b, x.1t.6d.t~IO'f. !!tc. The. Comparifon ~TAlf was waftf

, lng. which caus'd fo great an O!>fcurity.· that 'tis bot to ~ 
wonder'd that the !.Mi" Interpreter made a TranfJatiell of it 
as lame as the !Jriginal. -. 
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the GoIde;1 P'erfos oj Pythagbras.' '3 7 J 
is that we lhould abftain from ~ating that forbidden 
Part. ' 

So too the Deftgn of the Precept that commands 
us tf! "blllin frDm i/Qe Fltjh of 'SeIl./lS that Ju of 
,h'!"flhm, is not only: to' w~h us in ~enc~al frpm 
thlf mortal Nature., but to hlDder us IIke.lfe from 
~artaking of any profane Flefu; and of fueh as is not . . 
fit for Sacrifices; for in Srmbotical Precepts (t') 'ris ,. .. ~ 
juG to obey as wen the bteraI as tbe hidden Senfe. NIl,,,,,,,,. 
And. the Pra8:ice cjf the literal Senfe is the only e.",.. . 
way to attain to the Obfervance of 'the myfticaJ, ~Iittr'l 
which is the moll illlPorranr. .' II'111lSpD-

Thus tao we ought to underlland this Verfe, 'Hlielil 
which in two or three Words gives us the Seeds $mJi. 
and Principles of the beR Works; i1bftllu, from tWw 
MeAts, . which is the fame thing as if it had faid~ ,hi -~ 
:4"''';'' from mortill iIIId corr*ptib/, ,ltditl. But ~~:; 
becaufe 'tis impoffible to abftain fro.~ he adds, ::.,,!,,. 
thllt WI h~ve for~;Jden~ and he points out the· pIa- ;s I'IJWIIIl 
ces of which he fpeaks, i" the P.riftc"ti'olls, ""a i" if~tI.e""'l
the Deu'lJerll1lct of the So.,; to the end that by ab- Nili. 
ftaining from prohibited Meats, we may increafe 
the splendor of the Corporeal Chariot, .and take 'I'hMu t • 

. fueh a Care of it as becomes a SouJ that is purify\{ fo!, .f "" 
and deliver'd from aU the pollutions of Matter. And s,irihMI 
he leaves the trUe Diftin8:ion of allthefe things to :1.". 
theUnderftanding,which being the only Faculty that • 
judges, is likewife alone capabJeof takingfuch care of 
the luminous Body,as the Purity of the Soul requires. 
Thus YQu fee why he calls this Underllanding, the 
CDMhmAII~ the Co_air, who holds the Reins, it be-

B b iog. 
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37+ tbe CO'I1Immfar;es of Hierodes;·OfI 
. ing created to guide the Chariot. 'Tis caJI"d VII

aeTji"ndillg, becaufe 'tis the intelligent Faculty. and 
CO_aliT orCIIlICh~becaufe it governs and guides 

Unltfithl the Body. (d) Now the Ey~ ~f Love ~ wlla~ di. 
E" If reas the Coachman; for tho It be an Intelligent 
LIITJ, guU'.S6uJ, 'tis only by the Affillanceof this Eye of Love. 
'III' YtU/er:':.that it difcovers the Field of Trutl4 and by the 
~: ~::j:t .Faculty that rerves it inLlead of Hands it curbs 
lU.jl4t1l4and reLlrains the Body that is annex'd to it, and 
AnJ _ill . . ~uiding it with Wifdom, becomes the Miflrefs of 
:;f';':;·lr.· and turns it.towards its own felf; tothe er.d that 
x:Z. the whole Compofition may be intirely taken up 

with contemplating the Divinity, and conform it felf 
wholly to his Image.. ~ 

This is in general an Idea of the Abll:inence here 
fpoken of, and of all the ~reat Goods to \\I hich it 
endeavours to lead us. ( e) All rhefe things are 
particular~eliver'd in the holy Precepts· that have 
beengiven~ under Shadows and underVeils: And 
tho" each of them ordain a particular AbLlincnce, ~s 

.All fhtp fIOm Beans among the Legumes, am~ng BeaLls i 

.AIJflinm- from the Flelli of fueh as die of themfelves, tho' 

.,s 'm,i:' the very kinds ~ ex~refs'd, as. ThON fhll~ IIl1t till r:!! from tht Gf4rnet, far the Fdh, nor fueh an Ammal for 
tin c",.ntil the BeaUs of the Eanh, DOr fueh a Bird for the 

. -IIl/iOIu. Fowls ~£the Air; and tha' lallly thdy defcend even 
to particularize certain Parts, as, ThON fhllit ".t tilt 
tht Head, thoN j/;all "ot ellt th, Htllrt; neverthelefs 
in each of there Precepts the Author includes all the 

Per-

(~) This i~ indeed a noble Thought. The Under1?nding 
that IS not· guIded by the Eye of Love, can be fill'd W1th n0-

thing but Darknefs; for 'tis Love alone that leads us toTrut~ 
· And as SOcrlltln uys, Love always tends to. IminQrtality; 

Dl)d is the great~ Affillanc~ that God has . giVc:Jl to Men. to 
· help them to attain to the LIfe of Bleffc:dnelS. • 
· ( ,) ,He fpeaks o~ the Symbols of Pjth1l1W4/, of ,whicla I 

have gIVen a CollectIon. . ." .. .. . 

, 
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the Gorden Perfil of Pythagoras: '3 t( 
Perfefrion of Purification; for tho' .he 'literaJJy for
bids flch or fuch a thin~. as to bodily Ahfbntnce. 
by rearon of certain Phyfical PropertiesandVirtues; 

I (f) yet in ~ach Precept he infinuates our Purgation . 
from a'l carnal Aff'cfrions, and teaches Man to rt turn 
home to hjm{eJ~ that he Jtlay bid fQrewel torhit 
Abode of Generation and Corruption. and take his 
Flight to the Elyji." Fields. and. to the moll pure 
""£thtr. 

Now the orderly Progrefs w~ich the Pythagortans 
obferv'd in their Abfl:inence. is t he reafon that we 
bnd in their Writin'gs [orne Symbols which at firll: 
fight [eem to contradict one another: For this Pre
cept, Abftllin from eating the Heart. feems contrary 
to this other Precept, Abftain from e~ting Animal" 
unlefs we fay that the ~rft, Abftain from eating the 
Heart, was addrefs'd to young Beginners; ~nd ,hat 
th ~ lail, Abftain from eating Animals, , \vas injoin'd 
only to the Perfea; for the ~bfiinence from a"y 
particular Part of an Animal is fupedl uous and u[e
lefs. when the whole Animal is forbid. 

We fhould therefore diligently attend to ' the dr
der and Gradation which the Author obferves: Au. 
jain, fays he, frDm MeAts; ' and then, as if fome 
body had ask'd him, from what Meats 1 he an-

. (wers, Which I have forbidden. And after thi he 
an(wers again as it were to this fecond ~efl:ion ~ 
W here have the PythalDreans fpoken of .there M eatS, 
and in what TreatJ(es h lve they injoin'd this Abfti
nenc(' ~ • Tis, fays he, in the Purifications. and in tpc 
Dtli1llrance of the SOl4l; thereby artfully infinuating. 

B b .:z. (g) tha~ 

. , 
: (fJ Thus each Symbol in particular tends to the fame end 
.as all the Symbols in general. All the legal Ceremonie5 "f the 
Jews d!d ~hc_ like~ ... _. _. ,_ 

.' 

. - ... .... ~) .~" ...... ;, .:,... . .~'--:: 
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~ ,,6 . 1IH. C~/flttJIt;eS of l-lie.S; __ 
I T~ p",.. (g) ~t the PurgatiOPs ,recede. a,od' c~at _ Ue-
M",: IIH liverallte of the ~O\U foJlows~ 
~~:u,- N9.w tile Pqr~.tiOllS of ,he reaklaabJe. Saul ~ th.e 
r _"fllH Ma.ta\ltiw "i~ces; (h) .9'1 i~s ~l'~ .. ~~e S," *h,dl carries it u~\Yards, ~ th~ ~lea:i(l~s. (;) 

~hidl ~wCtCe is the intiJUt~ {rfp.e~ion of ~~. 
This is the R.oaCoa why the Authw fa)'$ io che SiD-

I gular 

. 
. (I) ~ the Soul, ~ ~er W i,ts.Deq,-Cl'&I)CC. ough.t to 
1IC Pure. that Deliverance mull of Neceffity he preccdedby the 
Purptions. ~ by the Purifications. An this Notion of the 
""IMtWMtU ii borrow'd &om what the true Ile1igiaa bas aI
~ •. ~ht aoct pra6tia'd; Qo .. St. DM/Iil i.e his TIn.cDC ef 
~ ha;s VClJI well explain'&! it, there is ,., PlP'gIVi,,,. 
1I.t£Tllrrw. ,hllu.m.i"..,.,. ~1t1.u.~f. andt/le P,rflllitm. T"..A~.'f. the P",.,lIIitm is the firft Elements of Religion. and tie 
aiRsmdCetemoaies Itywllichit purses the Saul ofthePGDuti
DDS, aad of the ~ of Cl.l'thli =; "" l~_ . 
.,hen the Sop} is a,d~~ to the ~npw of the mplt im
))OJ!a~t ~ moll lilbl'ime Trudas;' and IhI Pirjilf;I". whcli the 
'Soul. bc:iDs already ,urg'd _ iDli&hten'd. IS admifted· to t1Je 
Infpeaion BDd.eo tlui earticipltiaa of Ue mol holy ~~ 
$bls the!OV,," ~~.1Nt explain'4oit ~ ~ thC.ole 
~ the ~~S ~ til ~ ~cku. W~ m:ly u.deed i.
Hg~~n, ~he Sou] to a ~iD Degree. but can neither~rfeanor 
~& , 

(h) Foraitor,the Soul bas.pargd it iIIf £root. aU Errors by dtt , 
~ ff£ the mathcanatical~ wbich .ha,v:e brqJ&h~ it to I 

Ii Ha~ltude ~f mqu~o~ intO'w~~ is !DO,tlfolid and moll true'l 
the Di:tleaicks •. whic.&, are the moll v:llua~]e part of Philofophy, 
ud wlaich ~ teach to ~1Iinguijh Truth fi'om FalfOOod. fix I 
« • add ~e It embmce tts true Gqod. ThI: Reader may 1i:e I 
~, I !!ave 4id ~ :¢ la!:ge of the ~cb ~ t~LifC of I 
' (;) Ili".,eil,. in this place makes ufe of an Expred'totlwfUch . 
Ieiiri~ to be explain'd; for befldes that 'tis penea1y fine. it 
fel. his Opinion of this matter in a true Light. He caDs Dia. 
Jctticks. ~?r17r1~~1' Nor',!;!. Ih, 1,,/peS;'" If B,ings, making 
ufe of a WOld borrow'd from the Myfteries. to let us fee thit 

, Jhe Mat.he~tical Science, are in regarc;I to Dlalelti~ likethe 
flJiriations; and that t~e Pialeaicks are as itwerc the intimate 
ItUpcaion of thme Sciences. Now ill tIte Myfleries, the m. 
fpcaion into Aaed things was DOt allow'd ., Nwi .. 'tilac 

bit 

/ . 
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the Golde~ Perfis of Pythlgot:as. 377 
gular Number, ;" 'tbe ViliwlDltY 'tJ/ the So1l/" ( U 
btcaufi: the Deli", eranc~ relates to one .Scien'ce 9~ly; 
ahd wh1 too he fays In the Plural, ." the Ptlriftc ... 
lioltJ, l>ecauft the Math~matickS contain feveral 
Sciences. 

No* to aU thtfe thing! that have been raid in 
particular collctrhing the Sou~, in regard to its })u
rifidtioh, and to its Deli~rance» we ought to join 
things Of the like Nature with thefe, and that ana
logically Ilhd proportionably ahfwer to them, for the 
Purgation of the luminous Boay. (I) And hence 
it rleceffariJyfollO'tn, that the Purgations which are 
made by die means of the Mathematical Sciences, 
fltould be accompany'd with the myllical Purgati
ons of the Initiations; and that the Deliverance, 
which is perform'd by the Dimd-icks, fitould be 
attended by the IntroduCtion to what is moll fub. 
lime and mon excellent. For thefe are properlY,the 

, B b 3' thmgs 
'\ 

leaR: a Year after their Initiation into the lelfer My/leries, which 
were only a Preparative fur the laR: and greater. This Thought 
i$ very fine, and ~ves Dialeencks. the praife which that ScieDce 
juR:ly deferves. ThIS too is the reafon why he caIl'd it Th, n,lfu,.. 
,./IIK, of th, Soul, of which the Mathematical Sciences are 001)' 
the Purgation. 

(k) Thefe Words Were wanting in the Ten; they give 
che Reafon why the Poet fays in the fingular, th, DIlkJtrIJ1I(I , 
.JIM s,,4I; and they are fupply'd in the Margin of the Copy' 
compar'd with the Manufcripts, and authoriz'd by the Manu. 
fcript of Flor,ne., hI oif fA.1a.V £1T1C1"Il[.<IJV iUTn Tfhg, 'fur" 
IIJ ImIfm ftil1llillm P".,;1IIt; but this is not enough neither, 
we muA: add betides, 11114 h, fA,s in th, Plurlll, '!:1 'if"hn6ov71. 
,wr, &c. ' 

( I) Here he explains what he faid taft, tbat we ought to 
imploy fuch Means fur the Purgation of the Spiritual Body of 
the Soul, IS analogically attiWer to the Means we made ufe of 
for the Soul it felf. The Sciences are made ufe of to purge the 
Soul; and the Dialed:icks to raifl: it to its true HappindS. To purge 
the Spiritual Body we mull have recuurfe to the lnitiatio1l$, 
that anfwc: Analogicall, to the Scie.ntts j and to raire it up 
~ make It take its Flight towards Its ttne Country, we nmft 

apply 
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~ 78 tht Comme.tari~J of Hietocles, 011 

, .Thr em... thiogs that purifie, and renqer perfea: the fpiritual 
r:'.t"tht Chari~t of the reafonable Soul, that difingage it 
,:.~,.:", froln the Pollutions an,J from the Diforder of Mat
,h,lnilill- ' ter, an!i that render it fit to converfc with pure Spj
lions, tmll rits. For what is impure can have no Fellow1hip 
1'1 ~' In: with what is pure. An~ as we mull: of Neceffity 

,'l:~;j:-'" adorn th~ Soul with Knowledge arid wi~h Virtue, 
rils. that it may be a' )le to converfe with the Spirit~~ t~at 

~re always ifld~'d with tbofe Q'alitiu; (m) fo w~ 
Qught to re~der pure the luminous Body, and to 
dilin.tangle it from Matter, tlut it may maintain a 
CommuOication with luminous Bodies: For Lik'encfs 
u1)ites all things, wherea~ Diffimilitude' difunites an4 
feparates the things th~t are the moll united in re
gard ro their Place and Situation. 

This is the due· and analogical ~eafure \V hich, the 
. PJth4gore411s hav~ given us of the moll perfea: Philofc>.o 

Thjfl., t, p.hy, for the Perfection of the whole Man; for who(Q 
, ~::.t!:J:f ak'!s C~e. of the Soul and negiea:s the Body~ purges 
~h, S,i,i- notthelntlre Man; and on the other hand, he who be
"",I B,'.!. li~ves it fufficient to take Care of th~ ~ody. without 

" thinking 

Jamb!·r· 
,12. 

, i I. 

apply our felves to the IntroduClion to what is moG Sacred, 
tb.e moll: inward Infpe4ion into the Myfierics, which anfwers 
to the Dialeaicks. This is the true Scnfe of this Pafiilge which 
was very 0', fcure. ' 

(m) They pr~tended that this was done hy Purgations, un
~er whkh they comprehended Watchings. Fafiing, the Luftra
hon. and above all the Sacrifices that were made by Fire. 
therefure ]Hm6/ieH$ writes. That 0", mlltlrilll E,rt, initiMtin{ 
th, V"tll' of th, e,I':/li,Il Ell", climes lI'IlIa, All thAt is ,"nhly ill ' 
,h, SlItripm. purl's .u ,thlll U off" J, Jiji1l11l111 iI from tht 
Blinds 0/ MAIl"., I/nJ 6) th, P",il) of th, ~"""" unit" it .i;b 
th, GodJ; lind 6y this .,al'll it frill HS from ,h, ~ hllim .f Birt" 
And of Gmtr"tion. "t.dm lIS I,k, th, G~tiJ. /lnd jt to 6, bono""" 
"ith ,h,i, Fritn.ifhip. MJd rAifis to ImtnAl,r..Wiry 0,., mAI".;1I1 
NAt'"" This Pa1Tage may [erve as a Comment on this place 
qf Hi".,cw: Befides, ~is well worth taking notice ~f. becaufe 
i~ affordJ'l1s a glimmering Light to help us t.0 ~cover itt w~~ 

, mann~ 
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the Golden 'Perfis of Pytqagoras. 3 7 ~ 
thinking of the Soul,or that the Care of die Sody will ... 
(erve likewife for the Soul. without purging it apart. " 
commits the like Fault. (n) But he who 'takes care of 
both, perKch his whole felf; (0) and by this means 
.J>hilofophyis join'd to the myftick Art, whore bufi" 
nefs is to purge the lucid Body. And if this Art be . 

/ deftitute of a Philo{ophical Mind. (p) you wi1l6nd it 
has no longer the fame Virtue; for of all the things 
that compleat our Perfettion, fome were inyentec:J 

\by a PhilofQphicalMind, and others were introdued 
by a Myfii~a1 Opeittion t~at conform'd it {elf to 
that Mind. 

Now by Myflical Operation, I mean the Purga- Th, M,pi. 
tive Faculty of rhe luminous Body; to the. end that ~'!'0P"II~ 
of all Philofophy the Theory may precede as the ',;n ought 

Mind, and the Prattick foIIow as die Act or Faculty. ;,':::;:_ 
Now the Prattick .isof two (arts, Politick or Ch'iJ, m~l' to 
and MyfHcal. The lirft purges us of Folly by the Rtllfon. 

B b A- means The ho; 
T ~tmo-

_________ ---------- nits ..,erl. I 
;n.fVJJuc'4 

manner thefe Philofophers believ'd that Fire purg'd the lbbtle t~ Pfrgu 
Chariot of the Sou\; they imagin'd it to he by ~ympathys; and liS 0 ht 
that it not only aacd on the things offer'!!. but on that like- e;;t ~ -
wife which thOfe things reprefented.. "Ollg fI~ 

(n) Here fomething is wanting in the printed Text. but I have 
fnI1ow'd the Reading of the Copy compar'~ with the Manu
fcript. whieh I find confirm'd oy the Manufcript of Floren,,_ 
1fA@" 'T~At:I';.'9. • 

( 0) Here Himel,s very plainly infinuates, that the mylbcal -
Ceremonies of Religion were introduc'd only for the Body. If 
the Soul were alone by it felf. it would have need only of t'lri
lofophy, that is to my, of the Knowledge of Truth: But feeing 
it has a Body that ought to be luminous and fpiritual, it has 
need likCwife of the <.:eremomes that purifie it, ana that agrl:C 
with the Purifications of the Soul. of which theyare an Image 
and Reprefentation. 'Tis needlefs to refute this fu vifihle an 
Error. If the Soul were alone, yet having Sin. it would have 
deed, of being purg'd and purify'd; but by a Purgation, of 
which Bim~l,s was uRfurtuoately ignorant. 

(I) For not being punded on Reafon and. OIl Truth. 'tis· . 
only a vain J?hantom, which being made up of lilufions and 
CI1~ts. prQd\&Ce1 emly IPl~ _ irrof! ,~ -- .-- _ ... :. -:, .. 
--- -- --.-- - - --- - -
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J I Q 7JJ, C,.,.,,,,,,,-its Qf Hierodes, .. 
.... of Virtue, and the fecond cuts off aU earddy 
Tbougbts by the means of the facred CeremooieL 

(1)_ The publick Laws are a good Pattern of CiyjJ 
Philolophy, and the Saai6ces of Cities, of tbe 
MJfUg). Now the fllblimeA: Pitch of all PhiJofo. 
plly is the CootempJacive Mind: (r) the Politick 
Mind holds the middle Place. and in the lall is the 
MyGical. (I). The firA:, in rcg~ to the two 0- I 

thers, holds the place of the:E )'C; e t) and the cwo 
Jafl~ in regard to the lirll, hold the place of the 
Hand, and of the Fo~r, bllt they are all three fQ 
welllink'd together, eN) that either of the three is 
imperfca, ana aImofi: ufelelS. without meCo-ope-

~~ . ration of the other two. And therefore we ouglte 
~":" .,,41 always to joia together the Knowledge that has foUnd 
p":;'" ~ut the Truth, the Faculty that produces Virtue, 
,ughi III- and that w~c;b brings fonh Purity, to the end that 
'/I.IIJI to . the 
tIIIII'&h to-"t •. 

(i) For Cities, Kingdoms, and in a word. all Societies have 
Deed of the £arne Remedies with the Soul. TIley haYe: IIC'ed 
to pratlik Virtues, and to acquire Purity. The LaWI &ciJj. 
tate ~he Praaice of Virtue., by ordam~ what OU$ht to be 
done, and what ought to be avoided: And the Satt1~ leU 
to Purity, by purging lway all tetreftrial Thought.; aod ~ , 
fuming by that divine Fire all carllal Afltt.tions. as the VitDaa " 
is c:onfum'd by the Fire. 

( ,.) For the politick: Mind tends'to perfca the Soul by tfte 
"..aice of Virtues; and the myftical Mind. according to Hie~ 
,.tlts, tends only to purifie the luminous and {pirituallady. 
The lall will End. but the other will oem' End. 

( I) For 'tis the conternp.tiyc Mind, that hariag difconr"d 
the Ncceffity of virtue and of Purity, on!aia'd the Mcus diu 
procure both the one and the other. \ 

(,) The politick or dyil Mind ir ... it wac the HascL IIId 
,he Myllical, as it were the Foot. , 

(II) This i. DO lefs fine than true: Corm:mpJadon is ia nUt. 
and fruitlcti Without Purity, and without thC Pra6tia: of Vir
tues. The Praaice of, virtues is fo likewifc withaut 0aIatcm
pladon and without Purity J aa.d ItAly Purity is ita nin, ualtA 
~mplatioD animate and direa: it. aQ(IuDldi the PAaic:.af 
fJrtue lieu, it compID1 aDIl {apport ~t. 
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-1:he Civil A,~t:ions may be render'd conformable to 
the Mini that pre6des, ('III) and that tbe holy AB:i- ThAt ;s tlf 
ODS may be afifwerabJe to the one and to the other.lIlJ.'h~c~;. 

. fc L - d f th h" r,mo"IIs 0,,, Thus you ee tIR: En 0 e PJthAg.r,." P 1- il,ligi~n. . 
lofophy is, ,that we may become an over Wings to ,.. '. 
foar aloft to the Divine Good, to 'the end tmt at 
t'he Hour of Death, (x) leaving upon Earth this 
mortal Bedy; and diYeflinl us of its corruptible 
Nature, we Inly be ready fhr the eel.IHal Voyage. 
like Champions in the facred Combats of Pbiloib .. 
. phy; for then we {han retum to our ancient Coun-
try, aAcI be deify'd, as far as 'tis poffible fdr Men 
to become Cods. -And this we are promis'd in the 
two foUowing Verfcs. ' 

(WI) This Pa1Jige is very obfcun: and very diffiOllt. Tko 
Copy compar'd with the Manufcripts, by reading T~" 1£0" 
If""", has alone helpt me to underfUruJ It, and the Senfe of 
it. ifI cOireheud it aright, is tJai •• '!'he P~ juR: hew told us. 
that woou t to join ~ther in Meditatitm, the Pta6tite of vir. 
tues, and t e Ce~monles of Religion. And here he gives the 
Reafon of it j to the end. fays he, that the Actions which re
fult from the Practice of Virtues, may anfwer to the Mind 
that producta them; and that the Ceremonies which puri~ us. 
may anfwer to thiS' lime Mind and to the Praaite of Viit1ies i 
that is to fay, to the end that Politicks and ~ being CGO

formable to the divine Intelligence. may concur alike torender 
us agretAble to God; whith neither of the thtte can do alone. 
,for Meditation ~ dotlothing Without works. bot Works with
out Relig!oo, ai Eii,Ntlls full, ihcWlo 'To, 1.~, If"" is like.. 
wife in the Manufcrlpl of F/Ornt,. ' 

. (~) 'this is Ii confiaetable Errol' oft:he PphA,,,,MU concern
ing this mortal Body. ,!h~l_ did DOt conceive that this Ttr
reftrial Body could ~ gIorityd, and become a Spiritual Body; 
bur inftad of that BOOy. they gave the Soul another fort of 
Body, a fubrile and 1uminous Body. But that which was only 
aD Error taken in the Senfe of the PythlllfW'MU. becomes a 
Truth, when taken iii the fenfeof the Chriftians. After Death. 
theSouJ fhall be rcceiY'cI _aHaT_ with_llKOmlptibleaa4 
Spiritual Do4Iy. 

Y;E R~ 
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" 82. 71J, Commmtarie.r of Hierodes, ;", 

V E R S E S LXX, and LXXI. 

'And when Ilfter htWillg divepetl th.J filf 
Of th.J mortal Boti.J, thou arriv'.fl in .the 
mofl pure ..tEther, . 

Thou foalt be a God, Immort.~ Int:orrNpti. 
. Ilk, Imd Vellth foa/I havt .", mNe VII
minion over thee. 

BEhold the moll glorious End of all our La. 
. bours l (a) Behold, as Pillto fays, the glori

ous Combar, and the great Hope that is propos'd 
to usl Behold the moll p:rfeB: Fruit of philo(o-

.S.'IIM;", ph}d This is the greatell Work, the moll exce1~ ;.'tuWlWk lent Atchie~ment of the Art of Love i that my-
'. ~rious Art of raifing up to Divine Goods. and 

of eftabhlhing in the· Poffeffion of them, of deli. 
vering [rom the AfBidions here below, as from the 
obfture Dungeon of mortal Life, of exalting to 
the CelefH~l Splendors, and gf placing in the 1-
{lands of the Blefs'd, all who lhall have walk'd in 
the Ways which the foregoing Rules had taught 
them. Fol' them and them alene is referv'd the in
eflimable Reward of Deification; .it not being per
mitted to any to be adopted into the Rank of the 
Gods, but to him alone who has acquir'd for his 
Soul Virtue and Truth, and for his fpirit),lal ~hi"!' 
riot, Purity_ . 

Suc~ 

(.) This is a PaHige of tile Phd,. Tom. 2, p. 1'+. But iq 
the Editions of PiMo 'tis read KttAav ,£ ~ I""MV. ~ nih""l, . 
JI-!i'a.;..,,,; FIW ,he P,iJ:., is IIl,iIJIIS, .~ ,h, H", V,.t. liim. 
duo WlFad of ;~1I.oP. Prize. read tAi'~Y' C~mbat! . A . .. 
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the Golden. Verfis of .Pythagoras.- 3,S'J:' 
Such a Man b~ing thereby become found atld ' 

whole, is rdlor'd to his primitive State, (b) after 
he has re~over'd himfelf by his Union with found 
Rearon, .after he has difcover'd t:le All-divine Or
I)ament.of this VniverCe, (c) and thus found Qut 
the Aqtl}or and C1'eator of all things, as much as 
'tis poffible for Man to find him. (d) And being 
~hus arriv'd after ~is Purification to that fublime 
Degree of BJi15, which the Stings whofe NatLre Thlli is,,. 
is incapabl~ of:defcenaing to Generation always er.-I"'. -I. 
JOY, (,) he unites hirilfelf by h,is Knowledge to this ~:. ,,"'t. 
Whol" and. raifes himfdf IJP even to God himfelf~ tl) :i~. 

But forafJDuch as h~ has a BQdy th~t was cr~a- mDrtlll.' 
ted witb him" he {lands in need of a Place where- "';J;Nftibl. 
in he may be feated, as it were in the Rank of the B 's., 
Stars; (/) and the moll fuitable ,Place for a BodY,:"r>;u:. 

, . of gorcaas. 

( - , . F" . 

(II) I have foUow'd the M3Ilufcript pf P(omuI, which baa 
~ftor'd this Pafiige, aoel ioflead of 1'1'£ ~ T o~e:, "~f.'/I evA. ... 

I fT"'.'~. Ikc. reads I'lfi. ~ ~e;~ ~ o~e~v ,,;ro/l £vdt"-''''~ '/mrJ114.t:./I 
iw7}:; which is excenent. I have ventur'd this Expreffion. 
~ft" be hIlS 'ttO'lJtl" J himfilf, that 1 might give the fuU 
Strength of the a,,,1t Text. 

(t) This PaHage in the Editions runs thus, '!1 )}- I'n/.l.IKf}t
Jr.~" 'TISI'~ T'ii ?1'tLVT~~ i~J-~.JP. But fee how the Manufcript of 
plo,mt" whidl I have fol1ow'd in my Trapilation. has re
ftor'd it; '!:1 ;r h/UllfJ't"a, ~ ?1'fIJIT~~ "47'£ .zG I'vva.ldv fIJI-
6f~?1'''' el:tl-fr:,. . . '. 

(J) The M:toufcript of FII"ntl reftores this Pa!GP too 
rery wen. for iDftc:ad of ~TO I'i, y'~li1,~@-. ,;.~ ~ 7£ (A.£~ 
Ti ~ "d.9,lftTIV. it reads '~TO ~ :ylI'6~~ II'"P (A.tTi :t x,';'" 
elletT1I'. 

(!) ~he printed Text read, ~ ;;: :YVrJtT!tTIV e, "riJ ?1'a.JlTl. 
which IS no manner of Senfe. The Copy com~r'd with the 
~2ufCrip'ts clear:d my pifficulties. bl readin~ ~ 'tl :y .. ::tTEtTl. 
CNI • ') -n.\' 7r':J/lT" which makes an excellent Senfe. I after.,. 
wards found the lime Reading in the Manufcript of tlomu,. 

(/) We fee by this PafTage that Himel,s correch·d the VUlo,! 
qn of the ancient Theologians of El!pr. who, as I have lhewD 
ip. the Life of p}th(lgor".JJ ~d th!tt ~er the firft De;t 

IIJ 
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3 B4 7&t C_.tams,,/ l-ti~tOcksJ 1M 
cA filth I Nltute, is th~ Place that i* itDthatiateJy 
btbeath tilt ~, (1) is befttg above dI aM ... 
aria! ~tttl C'ottUptibJe addies, ~a beneAth all th~ 
cetentat: .And this l'ta'Ct the P;t~~4IU 'call flit 
':i'tTilE £1'HER.: V£tbtr. becauii! ~ itDiDa~ 
and etttnal; and Piltt, b~clttre 'tis e~etft~t from 
earthly 'aRiMs. 
. What tball he be thtn who B arriv'd there ~ He 
rttall ~ what thefe Verfes promife him. (h) "" 
I .. ,n.l Gbtl, he fhall bt rehder-a I~ tbeIm
tnonat Gods of ~holn .e have fPohn in ~t!e Be
gihh~g of thi~ Tteatife: At! Immortal Gdd, I 
fay. but nbt b1 NatUre; for ho. can it be that 
,he ..vho ftnce a cettain time ohly has made atiy 

I'ro-

.that is to fay. after the Separation of the Soul and .r tile tel'
~ Iftd mortal Body. the SettIt tllat is to &r. the UIlIfer
~~ or Mind. and its fpiritual Chariot. took: its ~bt to 
: tli the Moon; thai: the ~ who had If~d ill mnain"d ill 
.the Gurr can'd 8""", or the Yield of hOM"; and t!ia 
the Soul that had IIv'd well went to a Place above the Moon, 
;where there hap~~ a fecund Dt:ath. that i~ to fir. the Sc
.paration of the Underftandittg or ~d. and of the rubti1e ella
.riet; that the Mitad re-unitetl it felf to the Sun. and that tile 
~btile Chariot remain'd beneath the Moon. Ntitller lJjfo nor 
Bi"oel,1 make the leafl.Mep'tfon of this !aft separation; they 
held only tilt fir&. and {iy.that after Death. the Souls, beiDg 
ibfeparable itotn' their fubdle Chariots, " iD1media~y to a 
.place beneath the Moon, tut is tQ fay. IBto a pure 1!:Uth, of 
which '1M •. ipl!aks i,n the 'WI, aniI whidk ~ plac'd tW'er 
OUr Earth. m- Pletvc.o, or ~ lEtI,rr; aDd juft ~ the 'Jduon. . ' " . , , . 

(I) He pretends that tIUs Plac:e was Pl'OF. for thele SaW. 
became of thrir bilk;, for befng ~ tLtir Kature itlfericIr to 
~ God. and to tht A!Jgtts, and ~ tv an the • 
C!Uthly Beiftgs, t~ ought 11) inhabit a Place abo1e the !IrtlI • 
• ltd below tie Stars. AD.ru ~ tile lit& &Jlidity of this Ret .. 
nm. 1'he ~ints inhabit the 6me ttJiudiotIIlIt the ~ dd 
.. God himfelI. ' 
. Ch> ~t i~ to fi),. a ~ ~er Mom DeaifI hU ha~ d& 
JftOrt Dotn •• aDd thetebylikeOod: s,.~em:tPJtH
~ held not the f«oDd Death, that is to fay. die ~ 
Of the Mind, aad of the fubtile Chariot of die Soul. 
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the q9/1/en Ynfos f pythagorase 3 8 S 
Ptogr~s i~ V in~ ,an4l, whcie. Deifi(:atioo hal hW 
~. Beg~flt8, Q\q.Wd ixwlPC e.t;l\\al to the G~ 
whQ h~ve PCC:R Qod.s frQfQ aU t:."r~ty ~ Tbis is 
j~PQUibJ.e.; aqd ~ltqefqre to mak, this Exc~ptiQl\ 
~ to JW.rtk.\hi~ piffc:4"en,e.. t~ ~~t. aftet he hAd. 
f~\d ~ ./bttdI/" _ l7MMJ:tfl, G~t4 .dd.s I",..,..,. 
(ij,le, .,.t/. IH .,..re J_jtl1 to l}e4tJ,; thereby iQti .. 
JiIi1At~. ~ ~ is. ~ lle.ificatiQ{l which pro~eecb 
ooly frQIIl q~ ~.ng diveA~ pf w ~~ is WoQI.'~aJ. 
'l&\~ is _ a ~rhrilfge . ,,~'4 .0 ou.r Natu# and 
~Q ~Uf lj..Kenc.e;. Q~ ~ which w.e arr~ve by lit~1c 
IN3d li~de. ,n.l ~iY c:\egr~; (0. that ~t Q}akQ$ a third 
{on of ~s.; . 'who ~e I .. mortal wh~ they are, 
~k~~ intp H~ve~ ~ ~qt MOlt~ whe.n they de-
~~D.q ~n the ~~h; ~.in tb,is alW'olys inferio.r 
~t\> tiu; Her~ •• , .o'd wi~h Goodnefs'""d with n. u ,. 
~ight. T~fe IaQ resnem1per God always; (i) but/.,. :: 
the; iirl\ f~times. {qrg~t him: (k) POl" Otis not..c. ~ 

. poffible\ 
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. rlit Commentaries ~f HietOcles, '1m 

poOible that the third Kind, tho' render'd perfe&, 
fbould ever be fuperior to the {~cond; or equal. to 
tht: . firll: ; but cOf.ltinuing always' the third, they 
become hke the firR-, tho' they are' ftibOrdinate to 
the recond~ For rhe Refemblancei' which by rea
(o~ of their U:n~on or Familiarity, jff may fo fa~, 
'WIth the Celdhal G'Jds,' Men have to them, IS 

rrit?relerfeCi: and more natural in the Beings of the 
D..4ng,Z,·fecon Rank, that is to fay, in the Heroes. . 
. Rlfom- Thus there is but one and the fame Perfeaioft 
::-jc';z;th common to aU, intelligent Being~, which i~ their 
;P:rfoRio1l Refemblanceof Goa who creatEd them: But 
-f IIIl ,"Ii. fee what makes the Difference; this Perfection is 
.uIB,inf ·alwa'ys, and· always the fame in the -- edefiial; at ... 
;;:-7m.' ways too, but not alway~ the fame i~.the' t.1Ethe
rnwt,d reaf, (I) who are fix'd and permanent In theIr State 
GoJs: . and Condition; and neither alwayi, nor ~lways the 

tIn Ih, fame in the ••• ~thereal, who are fubje8: to de ... 
~~'::: Ih, fcend and to come and inhabit the Earth. If any 
81tJs of . Man thould affert (m) that the Grft and moll: perII"", fea: 

. (~ 1'hat is to fay, who alWllYS p~ferve ~eir Angelical Na. 
ture, and defcend not upon the Earth. there to animate Ter· 
·reftrial and Mortal Bbdies. ,. , 

(m) The Text in this Place muft not be ebarig'd in the leaft. 
Bierocks could not more plainly exprefs the Difli:rence he 
. makes between all thefe Refemblances, than by faying that 
the ~cond, that is to fay, the Difference of the Angels,· or of 
the Likenefs the Angels have with God, and the thirCI, the Dif
ference of'the Likenefs Men have with GOd. are only OJpies 
of the firft, -that is to fay, of the Likenefs which the Immor
tal Gods have with the Supreme G9.ds; and that the third is 

. only the Copy of the fecond, that " to Ay. the~y of the 
Copy, ~nd by Confequence fanber from the Truth, and the 
true Strokes of the OriiPnal, as &eing only in the third·Rant. 
and as PlAto fays, nlT1t J..".' tl",,9~Cf. Bllt this Theology of . I 

Hi'I'oel,s is not altogether found. but mingled wi~ Truth and 
Error. The Error confifts in his coaceiving Man to be the J~ 
·mage of the Angels; for MaD WllS not made ·after the Image. 
ef any created Being, but after the Image ef God: And the 

. .. ..... . - .. -.. T~t" 
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, tbe Go/Jen YerJes of PythagoraS~' 
.fca Likenefs of God is the C'p] And the OrigilMl 
II! the fWD others, Or. that. the ~econd is of the ~hird, 
his Affection would be very Jull. Our Aim IS not 
only to refemble God, but. to refe~bJe him bY,ap
_proaching the ne~cft we can to thIs all-perfect p .. 
riginal, or to arrIve to the fecond Refemblance: 
<n) But if 'not being able to attain to this moll: 
perfect Refemblance, we acquire that of which 180 

• arc 

Truth confills in his teaehblg. that· the moll ~feB: Refem .. 
blance is the Refemblance of the Sons of God; for the Son of 

'God. the Word, is the moll perfe8: Likenefs of the Father, 
_ and Man is the Image of the Word; being, as St • .Alh"ntl!",. 

-fays. the Image of the Image. iii",,}, Hx.6,,&-. and thereby the 
.Image of God. ~ut .the lefs perfed: Image of him. As to what 
remains. all that Himel,s and the ~,th"g,,,,,ns believ'd COJloo
ccming thefe different Degrees of Likenefs which Angels and 

, Men have to God. is true only during the Life of the laft; for 
· after their ~ath they become equal to the Angels, according 
to the Promifc of our Saviour, who himfelf fays. N"l'" tni", NIt,,, m"i P"mmt; "'lUIII,s tllim bgtlis Jtmt. eJl", Jin, Filii 
Bt/Hrr,lIilnis. FI' thl] tll1l Jie nD mlrl. '1"'''"Ji tm, /w, I!IUJI 
II' th, .Ang'ls. /J,ing tlit ChiIJ,,,, 'f th, BI/Hrr,lIim. 

· (n} This Pa1Ii2e is excellent. but it WllS defe8:ive in the 
Text. where we f1Dd only ~ ; _1t.H7r6~OI TWTAJ" TlirXctllfl~ 
~ TO Ti"HOV tf d.f£Tnr c, TIITAJ. ate. The Copy compar'd 
With the Manufcripts has very luckily rellor'd it, by fupplying 
what was wanting; and I found it afterwards con6rm'd by 

,the MaD~cript of Fm,ntt, where 'tis read thus. ~ ; ~"fI-
'lr'~CU T~TAlOTIIK"'?OI~ oi~. (the Copy reads Ol"'f) I'lJvrl.. 

· 1A-£6", TIJX;V • .:W~ ~TO ~ .,JI ~1J'1'IV ~:x.o~·. ~ ~ T'1t.flov tfo 
~~iTlir e, T.lT"', &:c. ~DIl fi perfom,n,s il!ils jitnilituJ;nll 

- IIjfo,U; mi~ 11111,,,,,,,". ,,,m!u, ipf~m IIJip;{e"mur. elljlU ell-
- 1""S !U1IJIIS, illuJ ipfom ,uoJ jieunJum nlltur"m 716ft""", tJI. 

h,,/J,mllS - 6- ID i ipJi l"follum lIi,ll4I;s fouRllm eMliriilu. 
~uoJ. ate. HitrDeks here comforts the Soul that is dcfi
rous to refelDble Ged, and fhews it, that tho' it cannot 
attain to the moll- perfe6l: Likenefs. that the Superior Beings 

" have to him. that is to fay, thc Immortal Gods, tac Sons Of 
this Supream Being. and the Angels. if it have :all the Re
fCmbIaace of which 'tis capable. nothing will be wanting to 
compleat its Ha}lpinefs. bc:c;lufe it will have. as well as the 
moll perfea: iemg. all that is proper and ~le to itl Na-ture. . -. . - - - -- ,-
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ne o..6.tItaties of Hiefoclt~. __ . I 
are capable, , we-have. IS weD ,~ the 8loft pierl'ed 
Beings, all that our Nature requifes; and •• e-.= 
joy the perfta Fruits of Virtue nCD in this; ti~ 
we know the Meafure and IixttDt of·our Effeoc~ 
'00 that we 11'1 not diffatisfy~ at it: Par the Pel'
feCtion of'Virtue is to keep our ftl,..s within die 
Limits of tho Crealion, by whick' all things are 
diftiaguith\:l aad rank"d acoordi~ to thei .. KilKlsj 
aacl to fubmit our felves to the Laws of Provi
dence, which has diO:ributed to each Individual 
the Good that is proper for it.. in regard co its 
Fuulties aBd toilS VirtllCt. 

This is the CQAlmentary we have thought 6t to 
make on there Golden Vetfes; aQQ I;haa' may be 
c:all'd a Suamary, neither 100 prt>1ix. DOl' tao __ 
cina~ of the :DoCtrillO of P1th"(:'rtIJ. 'T"u not 
fitti~ either tbat QlU' Expl.icatlQo. thould imitate 
the llrevity Q{ the. Text, fQf then w. 1l\oWd 1tave 
left mMly t~ohfcu1't\ and Ol~}d ad: have been 
.We to difcov-er -and tbcW' the Iteafons and de 
Beauties of all 'the Precevts; Of that it Olould CQI

tam all this PhiloiOplly" for that would have heco 
tIQO, large and teo tedious a Work for a CommeJ)ta-
1'1: But we thought it proper to proportion this 
W.,rl', as ItlQ(has we ,ould, to the. Scof. of thde 
Ve,ffes., reciting 1M) JnWG of the leneral Precepts 
of ".h"l."tU. tLaa what was coofOlilftt and mipc 
ferve to the Explication of thefe Golden Verla, 
l'Ihic;h ate prop~ly ooly a moO: perfett: CharaCler 
of ."is PhilQiOphy, an Abridgment of his priDeipd 
T eem~ and dw: Jilemeots of PerfHtioa, whieh 
., (8} who have walk~d in the Ways of God, 

. aod 
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the Golden nrJes of Pythagoras. \ 3 S!) 
and whofe "\Tirtues have rais'd them up to Heaven, 
to the Supreme Felicity, have left to inR:rua: their 
Defcendants; Elem.ents which may juftly be caIl·d 
the greateR: and moa excellent Mark of the No-
blenefs of MaIh and which are not the private O. 
pinon of any particular Perfon~ but the Dochine 
of the wh?le facred Body of th~ PJth"g8r,""!, 7ht·Op,W~ 
(p) and as It were the- common VOIce of all their ,,, of II 

A{fembli~s~ For this Reafon (q) there w~s a Law i/'" B'~ 
which enJom'd each of them, ~very' Morning when ~il::' , 
he rofe~ and every NIght at hIS gomg to Bed, to JI"'htw~ 
make thefe Verfes be read to him as the Oracles thAII"hto-

, of the Pph"g""1iII} Doctrine, to the end that by p~;." ,f II 
the continual Meditation of thefe Precepts. the = 
Spirit and Energy of them might lhine forth in 
his Life. And this is what we likewife ought"to 
do, that we may make Trial, and find what great 
Advantages we 1hould in time· gain by fo doin,. 

. (p) Or 'I till th,ir SehtJ,ls. or of Ml thtit 4MtIitfll'iws; for 
the School of P)tm.gfll'lU was call'd ofA.tt.I(,6~ov. and his Difciples 
" •• J • o,-..N.'O,. . 

(~) We Lee in Cie",. in BfII'MI,4n S;nle., and ig otherr. 
that many perfons obferv'd this Law. au in his 'i'reatife 
of Knowledge. and of the Cure of the Difeafes of the SouL 
afi"ures us that he read every Day; Morning and Evening, the 
Verfes of Pphllgfll'lU; and that after he haa read them. "he re
pc:atc;d theM by Iteart; and 'tis in Imitation of this Law that 
St. "'fJ", fiJs. DUDr"", T,,,,1fII""" tIM"i"" hAH ... ", CIWAm, 
"".", & 'UIJP";' i4 '.ft. ~ !'" .a",.i /1ItIIIIS.. Co """" !'" 
s,/fwimlll. . 

C C INDEX. 
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_ A. . ,,' An.ul'! b~ the 8JJpqior aDd . ABIINS. a Stylhill1l. ahd aDif~ tlie Inferior Beings. 11 1 , 

cipleof PJ,hlfj"Jis, his J.3~ Auarchy. the greatdt Mis~rtuneo£ , ,elm. 70 . S!atcsl8 ,.' 
.itlJJjli",,,e.s of P1!lMg"M. 60. . Ta- A"~J~"'I, his Reproach pf the 

kenfromthel11Ps,6i. Hadtwo philOfopberS. to '. '. 
~s. a properand a figurative, A7Ir"s, one oftheA.A~of P:J- ' 
6t. . ilMjorlll. 9 ," , ' 

Jif!Jjlirmle, from certain Meats, to .4nehors,whichai'etlie bcftAnchor4 
what ufeful;J71.Tends tOpu- n 
ri6e the Soul. 37f. Ob{Crv'Ol-e:- A"g'ls~ their Natl11'l; ;t7~. Why 
tzularly, ~7+ fo ean'd. 198~ : Whether they 

:4i1itms.· Of two good /.aioDs we are all pf the Game Na~. 181. 
ought always to ,chua: die bell. 'TheirDi~ty 1st'heGi~ Off.Jod. 
207. an4 Why, IMII. To Aa. ,!Jill. Beingci'e4t¢ in a Stare of 
without RedOft. -arut without Re- .' Freedom tlfej IJIarchaage. "76 
fleaion, is the part oft Foo10117' TheirMiDiftry.ad<f theWotfhipdue 
&e. . ' ) .' to tbc!m. ~93: Angels compar"d 

Jiftlwt tlJl G,tls IJllrl-f""tI. II, ,tol\fovices, 1~7; a,rpo~ ae-
AJ.uiel; aJacred thidg, '9 COtai~ to'Pjthilgw-llS. i99' 
JJMlt"." the Source of the greateft ~';iP'.ilh, known bYl'1lhllp'ti. 7+ 

Mifchiefs. 19 ApL,itifoJ.s orPhil~";' thtirUfe,., 
iBllnr. the Opinion of the l)thag,- ' -·f\dneiS. icJ6, . PhilotopfJr ~ 

,.,1I1lI concerning it, 38+' ' ta98~~ by Apliorifn,ls. iii"; ( 
.AfJljlJitml come not by chalice,. I.f., .:4J1'1liiUrII 1,1tnI.11I dcny'd the II'reeio 
.Agllm"""",. his c;:h~cr, 183 ! will of Man, 1+1 " 
i4gri&NlI",.,. a c:bmmebdatioa CIt it, Apoth'ifu. hoW06ta'in'd~"3t3 

118 ,- Arijlotl, firft put Rca!on into' Rules, 
?AG1.,"~~ (aid ,of the Martyrs. but 'S6' :, , " .' " 

bot of the Judga who taift at Aljijllll. a fort CIf tinnen fo caU'd; 
t,heir Martyrdom, I.e" '3ft 137' , , ~ 7 , j' , 

iIf,tIH given out·.gf meer Compafli- 4!I, qodaefs cif'InjuTY, liS 
on are a fbamt to hi11l thit rt- Xthmll"u.TheModcflyofthe1dun~ 
ceives them, 1't. : ., .Aih,nia",. I Ii' 

iillttlr o( .Apolll at Dilts, ncverfprin- si.J(;'g"flln' explain' d. ~'9. ,Findi 
'.k:led with Blood, 8. many Mylleries iDNUmbers~316 

Cc 1 B. 
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B. 
»1I'ky and Salt fprinkled on the 

Heads of the viaims, 1 19 
Bath, the Emblem of a luxurious 

Life, 117 
B'IIm, Abftinence from them, 61. 

Why the 'EgJptialis held them in 
Abhorrence, 67. 

B,,,,s, Polar Bears, call'd the tIanck 
of Rh,a, 1 j 

B,_jll, meer Machines, fO 
B,d, Sti'"1 YOM B,d,&c:. III 

. ~iJIf~ ~wiDgb.is Own Heart, 
99 . 

. ~...;., the .ate of it, 'to what com
par'd, 78., It ought not to be 
Jtegletkd.· 2.!) I.: Is alway. ia a 
State of Generation 3.Dd of Cor-

t naptioD, sj.z.· It ought to.' be 
mHe an Inllrumcmt of Wifdom, 
2.9+. The prefervation of it a 
Part of Virtue. 7.97. Meafu,eto 
he obferv.'.t in all thanelates to it, 
IINl: &c. Error of the PylhagD
rums concerning it. 383.Re

. garded as the Image of the Soul, 
and how. 367 .' 

lJ6tIill luminous of the Gods and of 
the Heroes, 3r, 36• Of the Souls 
of Men. 3" The Purgation of 
the laft, 36j. Call'dfubtileCha
riot of the Soul, 366. Iofpires 
Life into- the mortal Body, 36,. 
How the Image of it, 368 

BI."p. When a MaR once exceeds 
tIJe Meafure that Need requires. 
he knows 'DO farther ,Bounds. 
3°0 

BrMImwu. their Life, 136 
~tllill of the Palm-tree, 12.1 

·11"... Nru"lwtM thl B"IIi.roj'. 
How Bread was made ia 0,.,., 
and at BMn" Ibid. 

, C. 
£1IIIIlk. Set DOt the Candk. Ooe. 

133....M __ r.' th _I ' CIIII/t, a I!) ....... Cawe IS e owy Me-
rit of a gopd Death, 17' 

C",mIlTJi,s faaed, why introduc·cf.· 
379. The myftical relate only 
to tIte Body. according to tlie 
Heathens, ~77 

ChilltoJryft.c, Name'ofthe Nunes of 
BaeehUJ,6 

CIMlJ,IITJS, their Superfiition c6n
cerning lucky or unlucky Days. 
2.89 

Cbllne" what it is, 2.4-;' It go
verns brute Beafts, 1j"+ 

f:hMiot,fubti!e ChariotoftheSoul. 
30' 39' Purg'd by the Initiations 
and by the IofpeaiOIl inte My. 
.fitries. 376 ."'-

Chllront/4s, his moll remarKable 
La.ws.89 • 

eJ,UIIS and Impotlors in .the Pagan 
.~knh 370 ' 

chiltlrmr Their Duty towards their 
Parents, I+j. 106,&e. .. 

Chriji11UJ.a PIJ.1l8ge of him. cited by 
Cie"o.34+ 

Citi,s and Souls have need of. the 
fame Rernodiesr 380' 

C.t~ of what the S )1Il~I. J 01 
confo;,nt, is- a 810(} juft and natu

tural JIlllge..~ci9. It informs Rea
fon. 310 •. ~ow we ought tocx
am,in our Coofdence, 3040 &e. 
The Examen of our Confcicnce 
awakens in us the Thoughts of 
Immortality .. 309 

COTJjlit",ion ot tac Gods and of Men. 
333 

CDTJt,mplatio. ought always to be 
accompanied ~h Virtue and PIl
rity, 380 

C,»t,lIIio., fatal and ian ate in us. 
the Fruit of thc Body of Sin,3+6. 
The way to Iveid'it.· 3+1. Cott
tention whelly good. what it is. 
16i". 

Co-oP"lItiott of Man in the work·of 
h(s RegeneratiOn. 360 . 

CO'IIJ of Pafte. offer'd in Sacrifice by 
the Bradunan.. 6:i 
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INDEX. 
(;,.t~. Order oUt according to Caure, 17($. ThH)eathoOf Man 

, thePyth.gIl1'lllnl, 177, &e. No what it is, 338. We ought not to 
created Being can exi1l: always by endeavour not to die, but to die 

. its Naturc, 2.6+. For God to create, well, 2.1; 
, is til think, and til 1IIi/l. 38 Deli/malion, wif.: Deliberation is the 

, C""hyllu prais'd for receiving.HD- MothcrofVirtues. 177. Itsthree 
mer into his Houfe, 12. Elfea:s. ioid. ·&c. It delivers us 

Crim" '-'pital under Tioeri"s and from all our Ills. apd is the Per.-
• underC.r«AlIII. 100. IOf, fcaion of Virtues. 178. Dclibe-

erotlniat", their ancient Virtue, I;. ration before Amon. the 'Effi:lts 
The ftgnal ViCl:ory they gain'd of it, 18 .. 18+ _ 

;over the S,oarittl. 6; DtmIIlIl, Earthly Demons. the SaUm. 
Cllftom remarkableoftheE,",imu. 101, &e. The Word D,mon al-

aDd its Origine, 81. Carry'd into ways taken in an iJl Senfe in the 
the Indi,s, where it remains to Chriftian Religion. 198 
this day; 82. D,mon. fur the Soul. 3;6 

--Of the fame People concerning Dtjliny. its proper S~ficatioD. 2.18 
tbeir Writings. 92. Dilli,Clielts. the DeIIV~nce of the 

--Of the Htw,.", and of the Soul. p6. l"he moll: noble part of 
• Gmlu relating toPrifoners taken Philoiophy. ioid. The InfpeClion 
. inWar. 114 ' ofallBcings and how. .ioid. 

---<>fthe HtDrt1lll. concerning the Difti,,, II/Gild; what People defen' d 
Women they wok Prifo~s,iD the that Title. I 

Wars. 108. The fir1l: Difciples of Pythllgllrala-
Cllttl,-Fijh. forbid to be eate.,. t2.9 .fcrib'd tlu:ir W9~ks to their MI-
OylinJ". its double motion. *8 , 1l:er. 92-
Cylon, Author of the Perfecutions Dif~1I thould be manag'd with 

againO: P,Yth"loras. 93 Moderation and Temper, ,167 
CY.thm, call'd.4rMi.n. are only the DiJpoJitions t9 Virtue :or .to Vice. 

'Gntlt Letters. 79 whence they procec:<t. 77 
cy,rt/s Che1l:, whlt it means, 117 Dhlinat».n a part of MQl'als, 67. 

. D. The tW9 ~ts 4>f it that PJlh.go-
lJ."",[IIU, an Author in the fmh ,., made ufe of, and the Antiqui-

Century, 141. 17'1 ty of them. ;oitl. What Divinati-
D.mll. ~ughterofPJthRg/lr.', her ..on is, 68. DivinationbyDreams. 

Commentaries on Homer. 91. Her ioiJ. By the fmoke of lncente, 
Re[ped: ~~ the laO: Qrd,l:rs of her 67 

. Father. ibid. , Druin, FDI'11I1II, what i~ is, 2.41. &e. 
Damon of Ojrt1ll, 2. D"ams. Art of explaining them. put 
:9",,",1; hiS Statue oW"..,. 42.. fO.. ·into Rules by the Egy,'i4ns. 68. 

His diffi:rent ~tatues. 18; . Dreams Human and Divin\:, ioid. 
»lIJs luckyand unlucky. a very ~-, i>r;,,~. 'tis much eauc;r to canimit 
~nt Super1l:ition. ;Q, Excefs in Drinking than in Eat-

DIMh. fecond Death .according to, ing. 2.93 . 
, the ED,ti.",. 400' unknown to ~rllnlttnnl/s .. the Apprenticefhip,of 
~JthllgDl'IIS, fl. TheiearofDeath Madnefs,76 . . 
throws men into,manyinjufl!ccs. DIIt(II of Men differ according to 
a30. Death fuffet'd tw: a flood ' thcirJ;>j~nitics. 66,2.3", HO?lt9 

. C c 3 behaYc: 
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behavo our Celves in Duties that 
are innmtpatibIe. 1°7. The Du
ties of the civil Life are the Con
fequences of the Duties of Reli. 
gion, and dcpcod thawn, 1 I I 

E. 
Ell'. Libations by the Ear. u8 
Ellrlh the Centre of the UaivcrfC. 

B1 , 
Ben.. the Symbol of Defart Places. 
, uS' 
~JMlIetfMJ. them EducatioD of Chil

dren, the Caufe of all difordcrs, 
10 

~I7Plilllll. How they came by their 
great Knowledge,.1. Excepted 
from the Abhorrence which the 
Jews had fur other Foreign Na-

. tions, 7. The Auftcrities they 
enjoin'd before they iJliriated any 
into their Myfteries, .3' If· Why 
they plac'd Sphinxes at the Doors 
of their Temples, :&8. Theirthrce 
forrs of Sty Ie. iiitJ. Their Opini
aD touching the NatUre of 'the 
Soul, 39. Were the fila: AuthOrs 
9f the Opinion of the Metempfy
choflS. +,. Whf they abhorr'd 
Beans. 6., theypurg'dthemfelyes 
twice a Month, i!Jjd. wd'Cmuch 
given to Divination. '7. They 
never fpoke of the lirA: PrillcipJeS, 
and why. 17 I. Theirold Theolo
gy concerning a fecondDeath. 313 

~ltm'nt. one Element alone can pro-
duce nothing, 1'90' , 

~lyfo'" Fields, w~ere plac'd +0 

~1J'/J'. taken for Blame. 300 

~fJuAlilJ never begets 'War~ 1'8 
zpicurllJ, the laft l>hilofo'pher that 

inftituted a Sea. 3' The Time 
between him and rbm" the filft 
Philofopher.i6Ul. 

~j{t,;CIS rational. their Qrder and 
Rank. 177. &e. Efi"cuce afMan, 
what.:&71t'J.7:&. EfiCncesCeleAial, 
Ethereal, and TC'rreftria,l. 179 

Z!fonlfflIJ. l,..ijll PhilofophefS.,:&+ 

Evil hAs DO exilIeDce of it felf. 33+ 
Evil adherent to our Nature. is at 

the fame time natural ami ae
quir'd'3+r.Rrilcomcsfromus,and 
the PuniJbmenr of it &om God. 
Iff. Our true Evils are 4JUl'Sins. 
1+10 Evils illuft:rated by tile pre
fence of virtue. 2.+3. Voluntary 
and ~ Evils. ,,1. The E!
vils of this Life may be turn'd ie •• 
to Good. :&+9 

Eufobiul oppOfes the falfe Doa:riue 
of DeftiDy. 1+1 

Et/tc,jI in every thing ought to be 
avoided asafadlt. 19<i 

Ezwcij" the Advantage of it. anci 
what Exercife to chUfe. :&9:& -

F. ' 
'Mils of IlJnn" and of Bt{IH. coa~ 

dcmo'd by PJtlMltll'lIl. 11 ' 
,:rMlliti'J 9ftheSoul. 31J. :FourF:l. 

culties tha~ judge of tIlings. 319 ' 
EllljIMJ. ~ who advancCan)l 

ought to be heard with CompaJli
on and 'CaJmnC:a of Temper. '168 

FM"". the Rcfpea due to tbae 
Name, 17. S,,'arents. 

FIIWII,itll of Princes, why compu' 4 
to the Fingen of 0DeI Hand. 80 ' F,,,. T. 'WIJ' ,h, f,II.· what it 
meaDS. 110 

Filii,., the Birthright of Poets, +r 
Fit/,Ii'! of the Pph","''''1IJ in their 

Promifes, ,., 
Eir, of the Sacrifices. how itparg'd 

the Soul according to the Hea-
tbens, 378 . r 

Fijh. Eat not Fifh whofO Tails arc 
black. 103 -

zt.clt of Catile. taken for the· Malr 
titude. 1 i 0, • 

EWU,.' COIfdemn'dby p"btlzwllSan4 
, by Min"."lI. and wh,.- 14 ' 
F"d. Choice to be made of it,S91", 
f"Nn,. 'only aD' E«ea .of'Mortal 

Nature. 'and a dqlcDdu,t,,, it. 
u8· ' 
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IND. E X. 
.~D."tlliru. To throw Stobes into 

Fountains, 131 . 
,,,,,.. Arithmetical middle, be

tween one and feven; 3 18. In
cludes the firft folid BOdy, 3 '9, 
The 'firft Pyramid, i6;tI. Its Ex. 
tent, 3ao. how it inclu.desSoc.ie
ties, iiil/. 

""'''-'III;!l. The fatal EMs of the 
abufe of it, Hi. 3+7. Without 
it there can lie neither Virtue nor 
Vice. 1+10 361.. Ufe we make 
of it. 3+6. It comes from God 
and haS need of his Affiibnce, 3 a 3' 

"''''lUlnt,";tm of the vicious furbid
den, 89 

.,ri.J, definition of a Friend. If. 
Precepts ofP,thlllllrllS concerning 
the choice of Friends, and the 
Means to prefene them, 16, a J o. 
The End or Deftgn of Friendfhip, 
16. Examl'le or true Friendfhip. 
ilJil. A Friend is the neareft Re
lation. 2.11. Friendfhip the End 
pf Virtues. ,nd Piety their Prin
ciple, a17. Friends are Fellow,
Travellers. who ought recipro
cally to alTt11: each Other. at 3' 
Friendfhip ought to be enended 
to the Wicked, as well as to the 
Good. but dUferently. 2.17 

. G. 
~lIlm read the Golden Verfes of PJ

thlll"IIS, and recited them by 
heart every Morning and Evening, 
389 

(1""illS, they imitated the CuLloms 
of the NIlU""ns. 1+ 

GIflflHI'1' inVj:Ilted in EgJpt. and 
how. 800 hnprov'd by PJth"ltJ
rllS, i6itl. . 

G;6",,;III. how treated by lqjhllll, 
114-

~It.'Y,true Glory,. wherein it COil' 
nfts, 19 . 

~lutiDn" its fatal Effc~ . Uot,.o-e. 
(2oJ, the Source of all ~'_1',. His 
. Wifdom is incom.prehenfible" 2.8. . . . . . .. 

Call'dFDNr.-ndOIJl, 19, 3a. OnI, o' 

a'ild ~n', 4+ His AlmighriJlds. . 
17., The common Band t~t unites 
all Men. 17. God hates ~o Man. 
18• CaU'd t~foml. 7+. Call'd by . 
the Name of OMh. and why. 18cS. 
How God loves the wicked, 2. J 9 •. 
God. the Npmber ef Numbers, . 
317. God is not the Ca\1te ofE· 
viIs. 360. God. Father and Son, 
one only God. 196. The Nam~ 
of God i. compos'd of fOur Let. 
t~sinmoftLanguages, 316. Im
mortal Gods, the Sons of God, 

. unchangeable and incorruptible 
Subftances, 17). Howtheyought 
to be honour'a, ;6itl. 6or. . 

qoIJ. the. o~y Metal that will not 
l'¥ft, 170 . l 

GII~ of this, Life may corrupt us. 
and the Evila fanaifie us. 2.+1. 

Politick Goods, what 'theyare, 2.40 
GDlltls that are ncar us. and in our 

Power, 3+" 
GDoJ Lift. in what it confifts, 2.89 
GDDJnlJi acquir'd, aJld Goodnefs ef.. 

'[entiaJ. their· di~rence. 18J. , 
Goodnefs of God is his E1J'ence. 
;#itl. And the CQIe CauCe of the . 
CreatioiI of all thiJIgs. iliJ. . 

Gootl Men. how they {upport the 
AfiliB:ions <If this Lifr. 2.1 I. VIe 
. ought to lov.e goodMen. and.fcek 
their Acquaintanct'. 36. 

Gr,,/rs. when they began to tum 
. Philofophers. 2.. Wq they we~ 

into Egyp' to learn WifdolXlt 3' 
They never had ~ ~mmerQII 

. ivitli the Jews •. ;"~J, and'. . 
Griffins thatguardtheGQlden M: ..... o 

13'" ~~ 
GNr",t. EIII "" ,In GIIt7I" • . 19+.\ 

H. 
'ElJIrmDny. the Extent .of .this Word 

. ac~~ding to p'!"/~O!;'~; 6~.~. 
i A }vIJXtQl'e of.!..l.!!IliueSl.17 'i 
, ~~, 1¥ever Ji~ bitt to t~~ ~.II , . 
Hilt' accomp:IDJes Fear. 67 .. , . 

C c +' ..• He~"", 
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.1 N D 'R X. ' 1-
BIJth, IlOI: tp ~ neite~ed. 29~' H~lItj1J. the Necel1ity of it, I~ 

Health bcooming a Philofopher, H/ln", Oblation made of it, 6 
, ~9:r. ' H01l/l1l'. What is meant by honou-
B~f'I'illg. why it ought not to juqge ring Qf God, ISJ' The Wife a-

of Mufick, 8+ lone 'kllOV{ how to honour hirv. 
Billrt. for Anger. ~72. . 18+" 
B'II.,"", the Abode of, Life, ;+ I HIltn4l1;ty ought to. extend to all 
H,w,.",s call'd vicious Men Bqat!:s. Mep, 2.17 

'++ The only good Imrofers of , I. 
,Names. In. ~r+ lA,u,lin of p~thili/l'IIS. 70 . 

Hmd,. a Gulf where remain'd the Ithl. ,What It lignifies in the Lan-
Souls thathad'Uy'd ill'.39' g~ of !lDm" and pfPJlhllgll-

1l"m;I1II'JIS, his Barley Ca~e. 18r ru. 40 . 
~"'flDJilmlU, fira Preceptor of PJ- l'.s held no Commerce with Str.in.; 

thllZllrllJ, 1:r.· gers, and their Scvcritl towards 
HtrHs, Name given to t~ Angels, them, 4. They were taInted with 
. J+ Their Rank, and how they the Supertl:ition of the Metemp-

Ought to. be honour'd, 19+ Why fychofis, +9 
aU'd Bm,s, and what they do Ignorlllltl of the Caufe of our Evils 
for us, ),a. Why call'd good D'~ 'throws us into Impiety, 2.39' Ig-
,,,,1111, and .4ng,ls, ibid. A ratio- norance is all unexhauftible Store 
ilal Soul with 'a luminous Body, of vain Hopes and Opinions. and 
36+ The OriginaI of that Expref. of caufelefs Fears. Hf 

. flOn, '$18 Imllges of God, forbid by the Py-
Himel,s,' Several Authors of that ,tbilgOrt""s, 36. 'Why forbid up-
" .Name, 13f. lIilror!,j the Sto- on Rings. loo.H~w we become 

ick, 137 . ", the Image of God, Jlo . 
Hi,rll&les of BJthinill. I ~8 Imag', What it means in the'r.n-
Bi,,/lcl,1 of HilJarim,. a ·Wreftler. 'guage of Fylhagorlis. +0. &:c. 

turns Philofopher. and IS the 't~e ImmDrf"lit, ofthe Soul, beJiev'd by 
~uthor of thi:fe Commentaries, the Egyp'illns, 38 
ibid. Proofs' of, his being di~- Impiety the Mother of all Vices, 2.q 
rent from'the Hterod,s of BJtht. lnlqiullity of the Conditions of Men, 
mil, I 39 " whe~ce it proceeded according to 

Ilitrod,s of Ah611nJll. )1' PythllgllrflS. 237. The Caufe of 
Hi"oglyphiclrs of the EZ,Jp'i",s, 'A7, the Inequality that reigns amoQ& 
'. &:c. ' - Beafts, and even ill Plant~ 14f 
-1I;PP"fo' cou1d not be the Great- In/IUUJ,' the Agt: mot!: agreeable to 

Grandfather of'·PythllgllrllS. 10 God, u ' , 
'Bippgerllt's follow'd the' Principles Injll'!. PIainsof Injury, n9 

of Pylhllg"lIs, 61 ,.' InjflJliet includes all Vices. and ex-
lIiJl#rill7U. The fira Hiftorians were . tends it fClf to all the Faculties 
, as fond of Fables ~ the P~s of the Soul, Uf 

themfelves. 46 l"..et1l&' loft by' Sin. is recover'cl 
1I0mu follow'd the Theology of the again by ~tance, 18t: And 

ZDPlillns. 39. '-~ha.t 1Je meant .by' bI the Praffice of V~es, 16' 
l.fs, 40. Di,~attons of whick St. ,oIm, a Pa1I2ge of hiS Golpel 

, •• .\~ snakes ~0Jl. '.7 • exp~'d, 360 
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I N D E X. 
1,.". 'Til /I horri61, Crim, t. wip, 

DJ! Ih, S.'lIt wilh Iron, '32. Stick 
not Iron in the Footfteps of a 
Man, ibitJ. 

IjI"nJs of the Blefs'd, 382. 
7ugm,nl of God agninft Sinners 

compofe~ the Divine Fortune, and 
how. 14~; 1+4-

'Jt4jJire. Nothing can fubfia: with-
, out it, 18. The ,plofl: perfea: of 

aU the Virtues, and illcludes 'em 
aU. 2.2.7. Their End, ilia. It 
'Contains all our Duties. 13-" It 
ought to be obferv'd in our A. 
aions and in our Words, ibiJ. It 
cannot fubfift without Prudence, 
ibid. What produces eAaer )u. 
Jlice. 2.71 

Juftice compar'd to the Octave of 
, Myfick. 2.2.;, o-e. 

Juftice is only a due Proportion, 
- u6 , ' 

K. 
Kd.7ax%VI0I ,fo:UfA-'ve~. 12. ' 
lEnll'lPi,ag, of our felves, its Effe8s. 
, 2.36. Knowledge of ourIgnorance. 

its Effeers. 186. Knowledge of 
the Caufcs of Beings leads to the 
Knowledge of Goa, J ,+. Sci
enti6caI Knowledge •. "01117 and in 
whom ·tis form'Q. ~~o. Know
ledge of Nature, an Effea of the 
Knowledge of God. HI., Ad
vantages that refult from the 
Knowledgeohhe Works of God, 
33+' Knowledge of God produ
ces the Knowledge of our felves, 
336. Dow Ihy fllf. and R'h,R 
IIiy fllf, 2.32., 13+ To know 
according to Juftice. what it 
means. 33+' We ought.to learn 
Knowledge of others, or find it 
Of our felves. 1C58. Two Means 
of obtainmgit. 3+2.. Tile Fruit 
of ,Truth, 3458. The Source of 
Mildnefs in UiiPutes. 2.68. Dif
~ from Opinion, ,,8,.. 186 

K~Q",.t@-. a Name /iiven by PJlh ... 
gDr/ls to We Univerfe, and why. 
7+ 

L. 
LAR"",illS, an Opinion of his refu-

ted. 3 ' 
lAw, the Will of God, 34. Etet"~ 

nal Law, what it is, 13' 180, 
A very ancient Law concerning Vi

ctims, 8 I. A remarkable Law 
for the Ma.intenance of eftablifh'd 
Laws, 9(). Particular Law con
cerning Guardianfhip, 89. Laws 
the Crowns of Cities, 99. The 
Law requires that every Man be 
trc:ated according to liis Defens. 
~J8 

LII. 11;'11;"', pre-exifting in the infi
nite Goodn~fs of God, 2.+7. The 
De1ign of thlt Law. 2.fCS 

l.IJws that the Divine Underftand. 
ing impofes on the Soul, 306 . 

lA. of the Underftanding, 3 II 
lAw that creates, binds what is cre-

ared. 187,188 ' 
PllblMe 1._1 a Pattern of Philofo. 
• phy, 380 ' 
Left HIIIItl fufpe6ted for Thievery, 

13 1 
L,on, King ot" phliu!, 14-
Lib"",iu, Letters of his in Manu. 

fcript that deferve to be publifh'd, 
1+1 

1.;11""lil], wherein it confifts, 1 H', 
3°1. Daughter of Temperance. 
ibid. ' , 

Liltmefi with God" acquir'4 or ef,. , 
{enrial arid eternal, 2.0 I. one 
Perfection of alI rational Beings. 
386. Its different Degrees, iIIil. 
and ,387 

Lilt'flft unites all things, 378 
Th, Lilt, is /mown by its Lilt,. The 

Falfity of this Principle of Bmp .. 
dorllS, fO • 

Lift. this Life compar'd to the,~ 
. femblies at the O~mpirlt Games. 

'1+ 1 f. "irft Life pf the Sou! 
aCOOl"-
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I N' D E X. 
) ACfJI)I'dj~totheP"h.I"'AIII. 6Jo After their Death remaining • 

t3' OpInion receiy'd in 1""", ways inferior to the AngelS; ac-
63. A good Life, whercill it con- cordmg to thePytbAgOl'l"'" J 8 3' 
rtf&, 2.19' Delicious Lifr. 2.,0. One Man caDDOt be abfolutely a 
That we ought to regulate "ur Stranger to another. 2.17 
Uves according to the Laws of M..",,-s~'d by MetaIs.170 
God. "s .. ,,82. MIII'riAl' l'e2al'ded by PJtlMgII"1II .. 

10Dgiri w.as DOt antiently a Part of an Ml otReligion. 91 
-Philotophy. 8f. What produc'd MIltMmIII;d" djfi~ the Mind 
it, 86 from fenfible Thmgs. 30' The 

l.ogi&1r of PylhMg""s, taught by Ex- Purgation of the Soul. 37' They 
amples alad DOt by Rules, 8f arc like Initiations in rtgard tq 

JAft. The greateR: Lofs that Man Dialea:icks. ilHJ. A DifcOvc:ry in 
canfuffi:r,2.73' LofsoftheGoods Mathematicks made by Pphllg .. 
of this World to be dcfir'd for the rill, 8. 
fake of Virtue, 2.7+ MIIIri;t of Animallwhyforojd •• ~ 

l.(nJ~. The Love of true Good in. 37" 
Date in us, 31+. Produces Hope, Mlltt". &Ds not withintheCompaG 
Ilnd Hope produces Truth, i6iJ, of Knowlcd~, 72.. What Mat4 
Without Love every thing is im- ter is accordmg to the PJ,hllgw.-
perfca:. IS. I I AlII, i6iJ. Why caU'd Dthtr. 7+ ' 

lUXUry ought to be avoided IS well' 14,l1li"" of Truth. '33' . 
. as Slovcu1indii, 2.97' &C. .61,"'. Never Iaai6Cci without Meal. 

M. , 119 
M.,ielr. Pup. the Mother of Ma- M,"'" 2.82. 

gick, and Em' the Nurfe. 6, Mire.,.,. Every Wood is DOl; 'pro-
J.-Jlln created to contemplate. It per to make a Mlre~, 2.3 

DiviflOn of Man into three Patts. M"'mpjehtJjis. an Opinion more an. 
whence taken, +1. Explaiu'd by cieut than PJ,h"IITIll. +3. Re-
a Comparifou, +2.. cciv'd by the Ph",ifl's, 4+. Sc,:, 

1011111 mifcrable. thro' his own Fault, ~ of this F¥tion. .+,.. Taught 
6~.J. The VI~OUS reprefented ,by pu.n:lyas a PIous Lie. +8. Re-
Veucls of DifhoJlour, 107 CCIV d by the 1,."s'+9. what ~ 

lJ"", wherein inferior to the Au- was, HI 
. gels, 2.00. Man become Demon. Milo of CrDID" • .JUs whimficalEtjui-
. and how, 2.01. Men who arc I page, 6,. . 
receiv'd into.the divine Choirs, 'I MUJ. 'Tis theMind only that (ce't 
ilo+ Wherein confills the HOo hears. eoe. 2.9 
DOUr due to them. ibiJ. Manua- Misfin't,." the areatcll can happen 
hlrally fubjea to erroneous and' to Mao. "73" . 
ftrange Opinions, 2.64. The in- MlUmMeh!'l' Father of PJ'h",or"~ 
Ward Man how wounded, 303" II. His Profeffipn, 10 .' 
Man an amphibious Animal, .and , MIT." .of PJ,bJlgITIII, . fifo. . Mora. , 
how, 33 t. ~+,. The !aft of the included Jlnoo- the. ge~ Name 
Superior. and the firft of the In- of P~iicks. ;b;tJ. Coo,tllil\'!i U. 
ferior &:ings, ibid. Men embrace fhort Precepts. and brought to. 
Vice of tlicir own accord. 3+7. Perfedion by-SierllllS. i6iJ. 
Howtheymaybccom~God.s'382.. _ .Mlthlf's-in.tA .. foraid •. S" . 

MllJis. 
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, ' 

~ufol. To bund a 'l'l:mple to the 
, Mufes. what it means, 17. Dumb 
Mufe ador'd by Ntltllllt2.r 

;MuJieIt true and perfeCi, 8+0 &e. 
Good for the Iicalth, 81" The' 
Deftgn of Mufick, ;~J. , 

MllJicIt agreeable ,to God, 118 
MyII",ies. the ldl"er Myfteries were 

a Preparation for the greater, 376. 

Etemity. iIiJ. N~ CoDA
quenec of the Law. ;11;4 

OMh. whatever is jui. f8 
H."",,, O.th, the Image of the D~ 

vine Oath. ;lJiJ. and 189. 'nie 
Obfc:riance of it maintains Order. 
and Juffice.ilJitJ; The Nature 
and DCfign of it, I ~The De
pofitaryof Certlin~, and 'I'r1Itb. • 
lIJiJ.Oct:a1ions wherein an Oathl , 377 

'N. is tlIowa"le. 191 
:tllliis not to be par'd during the OIJ,Ji'1Je" blind 'and lCnfelefs, .pre-

Sacrifice. 12.1 ,cipit'ateS 115 into Impletyy s08 ' 
~'I chasg' ~ on' the account of Ojf".ingl of Feola are FueH"or tI!c 

extra()rdinary Events, 10 ' Sacrifices. 18+ 
~,.,s come rather by chance. and Ol",ingl ought not to he too mag" 

by the Agreement of Men, than nifia:nt, u ' 
byNature, 3f2.. v.a: lCnowledge oil twn for praife aDd ~ 
of thOfe who firft gave Names to 106 , I 

Things. 31'3' Compar'd to Sta- 0lmi,,,. oppos·dtoK.nowfed~. 2.8~ 
tuarics, ;~J. Hctw they gave The llIs that arife from fa1fe ~ 
thefe Names. ilJiJ. pinions, 131 

~ur, ruffers not one MilD to be a Opp'I'nmit7.Tenetof 1jthllgDMSc:oa-: 
Stranger to another, 17. Mode- cerniDg it. ft.. We ought to,lay 
ft:y of Nature ought to be imita- hold of it in all things. 2.89. God 
ted. 109. The KDowlc~ of call'd Opportunity. ibiJ. 
Nature a Confequence or, the OI'MIIs of Jfpolh. 18+ 18" 
K.nowledge of GOd. 12.4' To OI'J".. what it i& '7,. .&e. 
FY the Rights of Nature. wlaat OI'phrus, his Theology. '171. His 
It means, &10" I Opinion concerning Numbers. 

].\IMurr, for God. 33 t 317 
'filcr,J NIIIUl", for Philofophy, 3"7 ' Ox made of Pafte. St. Of Myrrh. 
NIe,JlitJ of -the Mind. its Strength., Incenfe. and all other Aromatickst 
1 2.1'1'. 360 _ij. ' " , 
N"tlfllJ free and independant. 2.11'. P. 
, Confirms our Free-Will. 190 PAlm-lr". the many virtues of i~ 
~tnliers were of twO Sorts, 197 the, Buds of it. ·calfd"h, BI'lIin ... 
~IImMrs. how imp1oy?d by the PJ- caufes great Pains in the Head. 

,hllgor, •• s, 31. God the NUQl- when eaten. 1'2.,., 12.8, " 
her of NumbeJ's, 317. Numbers FlWl1its. the Honour due,to them. 
may be Signs. but BCVerpnna., 2.ar~ W~rein_ it con$ifts. .eS~ 
pIes. iiiJ.. Our Parents and RelatioDSttepre... 
. O. ' , cent, to as God -and the. Angeb.. 

OAth. The Divine-Oatlt. Guudiall.. '106. ~e fo~ Occafiim, whne-
, of Eternity, how it bidds the : iii We' mat ,c:lifobe" 0111" Patatts. 

Creature, 1'3' 6&: When~c FJ. • 1-7. Folly ofPar.ents in 'the £., 
,h.gDl'M tOolpha~·Idea ofir.iIJlJ., ~QQ of their CIliJClIlI:D> .:lO' '\ 

W~ ~iI, ~~7;;¢"'", • Pled~ ~~ , 
. , P"r .. 
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J' NnE X. 
'4r'IImIis, Mether of P!tUg".." '0 P/.;MI th~ Lyres of the Mures. 
l'II.1'1Im1 of the Soul more cruel thaD biJ. 

Tyrants. 1.. The Parts and as PUlt""lt. his ridiculous Stories 
'it were the McmbersofFolly.no. the 1-,. l' 
The Source of all maDDer of in· Politielts. the ftudy of the fira 
juftices. 111. The ExceLS only ages, 1> 87 

I Fault, ,66. They lend one alll). pfl'lJlrlJ. Velunwy Poverty. s7' 
ther Arms. uo. Gi~ 16lfflps P,ai/- the portioll of the-God~. " 
to Reafon. 48+ P'''p', the NClCtftity and Difficulty 

'Alinle •• t&eEffi:lib of it. d.. of it, rJ. The·Medium between 
. Perjll'J proceeds &om a Habit of our feeking anti the Gift of God.' 

· sweiriag. '1,1 .' 31+. It ought to be acc:ompaiU. 
'lrf~M'" in 'Vice or in Virhle. ed with Works. i(,irJ. and 316 

.only.punilh'd or rewarded. .. ro P"Nt. that PJthag"'lII enjoin· ... 
,hAlMis, Tyrant of Sic;lj, his em- his DifcipIes. 14 
· ,elty, 88 . P'Dft'1;"'" The Field of P"ftrpitu.·· 

,hi/oft/hi,. The Difference between 40 / 
· .a Pbilofopher and another Man. PrD'IJiJ,ne, is compos'd of the Eter· 

14' Philofophers will never per- nal Law. aad elf the DirineOath. 
fealy know the Nature of the 93. It diftriblltes' tAil flyery ene 

· Soul of .Beafts. rl. FirftPhilo- what is his duc. 138. To deDI 
jOphers pretended to be Magid- the Providence and j uftic:e of God, 
~ns. 68. 69. Phylicians. 71' is to dellroy all Religion, 11'1. It 

• .j1il*o/ compris'd under the ge- extends it (elf over all things ac-
· Geral Name of Phyficks. 71. Is cording to their Dignity, 1f1'. 

the Knowledge of the Truth of Over aU Animals in general. 2.r+ 
the Things that are. 71. The Ote. . 
Purgation and Pcrfefrion of hu. Prudenu the Mother of Virtues. ~ 
man Nature, ,6r. PratHcal Phi- 116. Its EffeGls. 118. The Rule 

• Jofophy the Mother of Virtue. and Meafure ef Jul1:ice. 1f'. 
· and contemplative the Mother of Without it there can bC neither 

'Truth. 169.' Their EffeCts, 16r. Jullice nor Holinefs. 3+1 
. ~Il. 313 Po.Ir ought not to be meafur'd by 

,hilojlr",us his FiClions and Vifioas the Will. but by the Strength of 
concerning the Life of .Apollo"i- Nature, 11 y. it dwells near Nc-

, .lIS., tft . ceffity. i/Jitl. . 
l'.i1yfielt, tile wUt'ft of all hUman Pllnifommtl of the other Life be-

Things, -9 . liev'd by P,th"Z'rI" to be tem-
l'o/jitlt"Jittlc known before the le- poral. 37. ·Vo}untall)' Punilhmeuts 

~CD Sages. 71. Phyficks 0( P,- the Cure .f fins. 181 
.'''gw"s. 71, &e. Bouads Df '"nijhmmts with which God Cft
Phyficks. H r fiifes us. and tlle Ufe we ought ,.i,t,. Nothing is agreeable to Gocit,o,make of them. 181 
without Piety, 18,.. &e. The P_glilti_ ought to p~e Con-
lirft. the Guide. and the Mother templation. ,68. ADd the Deli-

· :or all Virtues. 17 h' 11'1 • vcrance of the Soul. 376 . 
,-., caIl'c1 the Dogs ,of ProJir- Purglilti,,,, taken from the chMIk. 

1m., 7f ., ancf Frollulae HIhr,.,s. J69' 
., . . PlII'l'" 

.. 
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I·NDEX. 
P m'liltitm, Illuniination and Perfed:i- ries in Phylicks, 72,60&. Ho Ii.. , 

on. the th~ee Degrees. ~,~ crific'd a Hecatomb to the Mufcs.. 
PyrllmiJ. The lirft Pyramid In the 81. He neveroifer'd any bloody 

Poll!', 3 19 ' " Sacrifice, Ibid. Canon of PJthli-
Py,hlllD'1IS was 'never inl"Ju, Jo gfJl'lII. 8+ His Opinion coo-

.... His Extraaion an CoJllttry, cerDing Mulick, IlIi4. His Trca-
9. The time when heliv'd, II. tiles ·of Politick" I'hyficks and 
He chang'd the NameofSilg, iD- Morality,87' Great MenbrougIit 
to- tha, of Philofopher, J+, He \lp in his school, 28. Hia Wii: 
always taught ill the Templcs.and and Children, 91. Whether hee-
why, u. HisProbatioDofthofe ver writ any tliing or DOt. 9:t. 
that offer'd thcmfelves to be his His Sa,ings pafs'd tor ,Oraclas. 
Difciplcs, 2.3" He injoin'd them 93' The great Refped was 
a Silence of five Years, irhichhe hWD him.lbiJ. The Perfc:cu-
reduc'd fometitnes to two, 2.+. tions he fufFer'd. Ibid, and 9.(-
His Difciples divided into two HisDc3th atMtlilpontllm. 91'. A 
Claars, 2.$. He had a great Va- Statue crcaed'to him at RIrM. 
lue fo, Muiick. 2.6. He imitated Ibid, and 96. How long hisSchooi 
the Egy~tiMu in their three forts Jafted. Ibid. His Lctterto Hi_"-
of Style, 2.9- His purgations of Spppofitirious, Ibid. HisSymbols. 
the Soul, 30. The Myfiery of his 97,6-e.HisGolden:Verfes,lrl,~. 
Numbers, IlIiJ. and JI. His O~ ThePraifeofthem.167,&c. 
pinion concerning the Creation, PJthllgD"ilns, their Eftates in com-
~,. Con~raing the Souls of mon. :t6. Werereg:u:dedasdead 
lkafts, +9. His Thcology'34Ce. when they quitted tb.eir P"rofct. 
His Supcrftition concerniog the . fion. Illia. Their way of living. 
time of Ptayer and divine Cere- 2.7. Their £rrors.' H. Con-
monies, 1'2.. Juftify'd from the cerning their fulfe Gods, 17:t, 180. 

R.eproach of Hard-hcartednefs Concerning the Punilhmel1ts dE 
to other Men, f7. His Gratitude tile other Life. 2.80. They fU-
andFriendlhip for his MafterPh.. bid Self-Murder. 3-1:t 
rlllJ,s,1'8• His Abainences, 60. " <l::.: 
His EmIr concerning the lirft Life ltUillilits the fecood Qualities arc 
of the Soul, 63' He alway, 0- the Difeafesp 76 
!iey'd the Dia:atcs of RcalOn 6+. ~1I/""';1I1I': the Name of God. 
His great Scvc:rity, 66. He pre- what it lignifies. 3'. 6-c. Source 
tcaded.to Divinatien,6,. :What of the Orcfer of the World'317.&c. 
we ought to beli~c concerning The true ligniflcation ofthisWord. 
hisWitchcraftaodMitaclcs,6p.&e. 316. Whence. PJ,hlllo,1IS took 
I:lis golden Thigh. his Eagle. his this Mea. 3 16 
Bear, Ibid. Of the Comtnandhc ll. 
had over Beafts, "}O. Of Ais Ja- llAb!Jins, an Idea they took from PJ-
velin, I!JiJ. He was averfe to thilIDrllS,.+:t 
O~entation a.ud Vain-lhew. 1~;J. R'ilfon gayeras it felfby Infi:ruaion. ' 
HIS Defcent Into Hell, whereon an4 Panion by Habitude.:tSi , 

'grou.nded, 71. His .Syftcm con-I Rlilfon is the LaW' of Nature, in. 
CC!rD1ngMatter very differeDt from grav'd within us, , 148. Is IIlP 

that of ~tomSt 73' His diKOVC:- ' • turally 
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i N ·0 'E X. 
tti~ly iii Mant1+ to Is GOd. aGci voluntary Or involuntary. ~.fIi 
how. 2.8+ ' Sin"] that pr~s froID Igm. 

It,g,,,,,III;o,, of Man. H8 ranct'o .". , Slavery of SUa is VOo 

_minif',,",_ a Copfeq~ of tIte lunta~. 348 . 
· Oea1liop of Souls before Bodies. Soerlll,s,;J. divine MaD. 2. 3 Cf. ,His (). 
· ,.6+ .' . . pinion concr:iuing the Mctemp. 
AlP""""" is the Beginufpg 4Wif- fychofis. +8 . 
. -dom. 2.8. . , " Solitud,. how itl~ds to Via,uJ 
!tit. the \1anity of them. 2.79· Solil • . The PphllglW'MIS imagia'd 

T1ley are only a Relief for the· it to becompoundedoftwol'art~ 
• . BodY,30J . , 30; 39' HoW ~en from the 

· ltinS. Wr .. u". flr";l Ring • • oJ fOur R1ements accordiag to Tmu-
· .td of TlPltlllHs. 2.+8 114. Ibid. Moulded on the Form 
-.OAJI JI(J' th.t whith is BlilJ. i.f of the BodY' I/'Hl. Divifion of 
bfl. the Emblem of Vices. 170 it into Underftanding" and SoW, 

whence tak~ +2.. It can never 
cha'l!~ its Nature, +6. EJmiI'thc 
Soul is a ~f-moving Number.19. 
God delights to dwell in a pun: 

S. 

I.triJiw of the PIIJllnJ ofler'd only 
to the Corporeal Gods. 37, 

SAtI'iJic'S offer'd to theSeafollSo II; 
~.tI'iJe's ought to reconcile Fami

lies. 12.1. Are Patterns of myfti.. 
call'hilofophy. 379; &t. 

S.ints. the Idea which the PythllStI,,.,,s ha.d ofthem.1oh &e. The 
:. Worfhip. they would have us pay 

them. IlIIJ. 
~"lt. the Symbol of J u(ijce. 60. 'the 

.. ~Itfeller fanCMfy'd the Table. 16. 
Tile Supertntion of throwing it 
dowD very antient. IbiJ. 

t.l'IJ"tion. tlie glorious End of all 
oUr Labours, 383' The greateft 
Atchievemenfofthe Art ofLovC'. 

, f !Jill. Is in no wifc! the Fruit of 
, Study and Knowledge, 31'6 
$;rpmt. the Emblem of an Ener;ny. 

~~!~ why caU'd Virgin. and witli-
out Mother, ~.18. MinerrJlI. 1-
hid. 

;i/",,, of five Years ordaiitd by Pf
'hllt0'1IS.1+. Reduc'd fomC'titnes 

· to two. Ibil/. Gives Docility to 
the Soul, IhiJ.Theonly way to 
InftruClion,l1' 

tins of Omiffion and Commifiion, 
308• , In what alike; rhiiI. How 

Soull 18+ the &ouls of Men 
when they are united to GocIJ 
ought tQ be honour'd; 3r. PaC
flons of the Soul of Man. 174-
The Souls of Men may be all'd 
MDI'tM G,Js. aDd how. IbiJ. 
Death of tho Soul •• ".' The 
Soul ought to be fubj«t to God 
alone, 2.08. They who believe 
tRe Soul to be Mortal. arc iJla.; 
pablo'of praaifing Junice. "3" 
The bare futpidon of the Mor. 
tality of the Souli RiSes in us all 
our' Inclinations to Virtue. "31' 
and mcJudes all forts of InjuftiCt" 
11'2.. Whatever burts not the 
Soul is not a ~I ~viJ. 140. 0-
pinion of Ti",,,," concerning the 
Soul. ~1'fi ~6cJ. Whenc,e pro':: 
ceeds the Jikenets of the Soul 
to God, 2.64' Eteriiity of the 
Sou), ?-63' It ClUlnot dye with 
the Body; j3+' Its FaIL 338. 
The Soul co~'4 to a wiDg'd 
Chariot that has two HorfeS and 
a Coachman. 36+. Purgation of 
theSoul. 363. Ooath'd with a 
fpiritual Body according to the 
F.1'/m:'rlllns ;6.... -It ought to 

Iii 
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t N jj E ·X. 
hi! adOtn'd with KftOWred~ and and Sa.' 19. The goOd it pre).: 
With virtue. ~Bo. Soul of Man. duces, 2.2,7.. Matherof Liberality,; 
the laO: of the Works of God. ~33 
176, &e. Firft Life of the Soul T.ml"II1Ie' and Fertirudeo two v~ 
aCcorcIiag to the "th"prI"7IS. gDaat Guards. 171 , 

" ~37. The Soul a heavenly Plant. T"" thefinitelnter.al ofNumbem 
'~60. The Soul of &afts. +9. in '. ~.~ 1.. The Power ()f ten is fourl 

nothing diJfereru: from Matter.· '. an4"BD.w. ~;J. and 31B 
ro , ThfcUTu, of 'yth/lpt:(II; 316 

5Iir;'l. call'd warm Vapors. '17 ThIIks a)oDt'; of all the ~s. apo . 
8phniws. fecond fp)endors., what ply'dhimfelf to PhilofopliiCalMe-

it means. 19~ ditations. ~. He. had DO Maller of 
5-.i"",. how they agreed Fate and his own Nation, i6;J. Hisknow-

Frec.Wi\l, 360. &e. . INKC> 7· Etlablifhes the 1"';" 
.", of a PJ,hiIg""", .. 16 Sea. i6i4. . 

.:.-..orMlIlliIIsandT".hll.63 rh,,,.,. Wife of Pylhllgorllh agood 
--or the S,611ri111 and C,ot,. Saying of hers. 91 . • 
aiM". 6+ 7'hIt/#tielll TranCe of "'''''g"lII; 

. 6"""1i111 of Laud the firft Elements call'll the holy Book. 317 
, of Geometry. Bo. Very anrient. ~ of 'rug"lIl. 3+- Ia 

16ill. what that:Science conlifti. 5~7 
11/IIIIIft" aSymbol of greatTalkers. rhlmJlr,. of what a Sign. 1 u-

10es T",,.,, kept In awe 01 ahJl:aining 
Swri. two-redg'd, an Emblem of . from Swearing. 191. 

. flanderous Tongues. 116 TrHitiPn. howitcatnetotIleGr".s, ,,6Mi,". their Power and Riches. 330" : 
, 61' TrMlfg"f!- of the Law Of God in 
8)_L its double ienfe, 19. Its two Manners. 346 -
~. 6~. TheCradle ofMo-, n-i~1IIM1 of the SoU!. 30.f.0 &~. 
rals. 97' U.·ct i~ Bg,," 1*"' Trilli". TheHolyTrinity.unkqoWJt 
and .MalliA., Ibid. We ought to to P,thllg,r/lS; 11+ .. 
obey their doublefenfe. 371. Ho- Trllth 8nd Virtue.tlteir~ r6r' 
1, Precepts given under Shadow. . theyalwaysftowfrO!fttheE1&ai 
and Veifs. 373" Their [coming of the Creator. 3)1'. Wht m:cef.: 
CAJnrradiaioa. how reconcil'cf... . fi.ry. 368 . 
l6ill. r.... why it figni6t:. the yifible" 

~~p.tI. .J.v",.a,. how as'd by Hit- World. ~g. 31 rus. 3'6$1 . . " V,. . 
. T. y,fos of'1'''''gwlII. ·whycaH'dGDI. 

"1'1I6t" the Table was W:red. n6. ." 1',0. The Klement. of Per-
, ·twAi.forbi~ to take up whit fell fc:ttion, 388, Oracles althe P,_ 

from it, ;6iJo th"lorlan nolUine. i6iJ. Their 
'1'"",_, Iaia RocL ~. . true Author. ,&S. Two Verfes l'.,.,.,. .... wbatPeople theywcre. thatarewanting-;. thoTen. 3'04-

89 ., Pitt. tbe.Fadwrof lnidelity. "r. 
T,m"ity. the Mother .f Vices. 66. The Vices of each Faculty of t" 

~'7' ~7B Soul. U1' 
'l:1m1"lIntl. t¥ VirtueOfevery Ace 

Yilli_ 
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INDEX • 
Yis;.u. :mi6cial offcr'd ioftead ot 

Dat1l1'lll.81 . 
YiII,. Off" not to th, Gotls ,hi Wi. 
· .j tmprmUV;II's. liS 
ymtgllT. for the Gall of Satire. 108 
Yin,". There is no true ftteugth 

but in Virtu". 2.2.. The ~fVir. 
tue of Men is to' Jove _ aQO-

ther. 1'0. Divine and Human Vir. 
tue. .69. What Bivine Virtue is. 
~ 1+ Virtue ties us to our Friends. 
and Nature to our Relations. 2 I I 

The Wings of the SouL 3+ I. Vir
tue would be ufelefs if the Soul 
were mortaL "3" What it truly 
js, 136. ShadowsofVirtue, 237-
Virtue given Luilre to the 11Is of 
this Lik. "+1). Virtue only ufcful 
to the Sou), "73' It makes it felf 
be chofen fol' the fake of its Beau
ty. 177. The I mage of God in 
the Soul. 32,.. The Perfeaion of 
Virtue. 388. Nothing can make 
it change. 1 J 9. 'Tis f3lfe that 
thcPraaice of Virtues is impoffi
ble. "3+ Virtue is form'd in us 
by the Co-opcration of its Origi. 

· ml, 3"1'. . 
VlJJfoI. Why he refus'd the Immor-

tality that CAutio offcr'd him. 11 

Un;o" of Citizens. a Rampant a
· gainll Tyranny. ,8 
U"."jllHItI;ng is feated in the Brain. 

77 
U,,;t. the Principle of all Num~rs. 

includes the Power of all Mum.. 
. bers. 318 

'Ilnhler/t. how an Image of the Di· 
yine Beauty. 331. Form'd after 
the DiYine Mnfure and PrOporti
on. illiJ. 

W. 
WHfll. an Emblem of Tale-bearers. 
· and why. 130 . 
Weigh" and Meafures known in 

. ' Gt"t, before l'flhA§'II'Iu.-. 8f 
Wid,JrMea. how they. ought to ~ 

, lov'd, 2.17' ~. When puoilh' 
they becomeaninllruaive Exam 
pie to the Wife. i+8r Punifb'd a 
Men. and as ill Men. and how 
2+9. Seek comfort from theil 
Crimes in the Death of the Sou! 
180. Their Juftice in condemn. 
ing themfelves to Death. 2.8 I 

WmJS. ~gnilic Seditions. ReYOlts. 
Wan. U$ 

WifJom. Order and Perfeaicm. in. 
feparable. J 77 

Wtji. The Wife are the only Sacrifi.. 
cers. J 8+. Hate no Man, 2. 18. 

WWUR. tl~eir true Ornaments. 16. 
'Tis difficult to reclaim them· 
when they baVIt once got a Habit 
of Luxury. illiJoatfoJi th. Well
pons" w,,,,.,, offers ,.11. 130. 

Woo". CNt.t Wootl i. th, .. ..,. 1 r J 
Worlts ought to be animated by 

Prayer~ and Prayer by Wor~ 3,.. 
W4rlts Without Prayer an lIDpiou. 

Virtue. ilIlJ. . 
Worfoip. Sit Jnm Mn JOII Worjbil' 

o no. It ought tobeproportioo'cl 
to tlleDignity of the Beings whom 
we Worfhir. 3+ 'Always be re· 
ferr'd to 'GOd. 31'- and never be 
given to any Nature inferior to 
Man. illiJ. . 

Z. . 
ZtditlellS. hismoll remarbble Laws. 

89> &e . 
ZIIm.ais. a flave of pphtlgorlll. be

comes a great Legillator; 88 
Z,no of ElM. invented fome SyDo

gifms. 86 
Zot/illelt • . Its Obliquity demon/bated 

by Pphllgorlll. 7+ 
Zon,s IDvented by PJthtlgorlll. 71' . . 
ZWfJlljI". more Ancient than l'J'hII, ... 

rill. 13' His Books ofMagick. 67 
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