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PROLOGUE
THE EVOLUTION OF CULTURE

SINCE the days of the illustrious Darwin, Evolution
has been a word to conjure with, There is scarcely
~ any kind of progress to which the word is not applic-
able, and from the cell to the universe all things
are said to evolve,

Our forefathers held a very opposite opinion. They
thought that all things sprang into being spon-
taneously, as it were, like Minerva from the head of
Jupiter.

The creation of the world took exactly six working
days, and God rested for twenty-four hours on
the seventh day. Mountains, and hills and seas, and
all the varieties of the landscape took exactly one day
to produce.

Plant life, trees and vegetation sprang into exist-
ence one day, animal life the next, and last of all, to
“shope” a man from dust was the work of a few
moments. He was the father of all the human race.
Every variety of colour and physical conformation
sprang out of his loins. According to this view,
man started about 6000 years ago, fully equipped as
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regards language and general intelligence. But about
4000 years ago, a great flood spread over the whole
earth everywhere, which engulfed the highest mountains
and left alive only eight persons—Noah, his three
sons and their wives. This, in brief, was the belief
of very many, less than a century ago. But from the
middle of the nineteenth century tremendous upheavals
have been taking place, and men’s minds, like the
pendulum, have swung to the opposite extreme. Now
they assert, mothing takes place per saltum ; nothing
leaps into being suddenly. But is this quite true?
Are there not some exceptions, which no known law
of nature will explain?

In other words, is the idea of a merely mechanical
evolution in accord with the facts of nature? We
think not, for it would be impossible to explain, on
this hypothesis, why the oldest-known peoples should
be also the lowest and least-advanced in culture,
while the latest-comers are the highest and greatest,
the most advanced, and the most numerous,

If, on the other hand, there is a Great Architect
of the Universe who is working out all things accord-
ing to design, then it is clear why the lower races
are dying out, and why the higher races alone are
advancing to the highest degree of culture and
refinement.

On this hypothesis the White Race would be not only
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the most advanced, but also the most numerous. This
is actually the case. The Yellow Race is second in
regard to population, while the Black Race is equal in
number to about one-third of either of the two domi-
nant races, and the intermediate coloured races have
dwindled to about one-tenth of the white population,
and show a tendency to die out altogether. The Negro
Race, being a primary race, is more persistent than the
intermediate varieties; but both it and the Yellow
Race will probably become absorbed and disappear
to make room for one dominant and superior race—
represented now by the most advanced peoples of the
Caucasian Race. |

And so to-day we see them making the most
rapid strides in culture of every kind, while the
peoples of other races, with the single exception of
the Japanese, who have adopted European culture,
are falling far behind in everything,












CHAPTER I

EARTH’S EARLY AGES

IT would scarcely be possible to propose to thoughtful
and intelligent people a more entrancing subject than
the origin of the earth and man. It is surrounded
with mystery because, from the very nature of the
problem, its solution must carry us back far beyond
the time when thought could be transmitted as now
to future generations,. But taking this into considera-
tion, it is astonishing what tremendous strides have
been taken during the last half century in reading,
from rock and fossil, bone and stone, the history of
the earth and man,

Some think that the whole matter is settled by the
Bible, and perhaps in the widest sense this is so;
but it is not only interesting, but also extremely use-
ful to be able to fill in the outline of creation there
given to us, from what is found written in the earth
itself. And going back far beyond Adam, who, accord-
ing to Geological reckoning, is quite modern, we find
that Quaternary man has bequeathed, not only his
bones and teeth, but human portraits—the work of his
hands—giving the rough outlines of his stature. Even
when both skeleton remains and portraits are absent

— 7—
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from his former dwelling-places, there exist the traces
of an activity in the form of weapons and tools of
stone, bone, and horn, .besides the tubular bones of
the animals he slew in hunting, and hearths where
he cooked the flesh.*

But Professor Boyd Dawkins takes us still farther
back in his book on “Early Man in Britain and His
Place in the Tertiary Period.” The first part of this
period is the Eocene, or New Dawn Age, at which
time Britain was connected with North America by
a centinuous tract of land, forming part of a great
continent extending north and west to America, by
way of Iceland and Greenland, and to the north-east
it was continuous with Norway and Spitzbergen, and
joined on the south-west to the western parts of
France. This great North-western Continent, or
Northern Atlantis, existed through the Eocene and
Miocene Ages, and was finally broken up by sub-
mergence at the beginning of the Pleiocene Age.

The River Thames came into being, as Professor
Sir William Ramsay points out, after the close of the
Miocene Age. At the mouth of the Thames, in the
London clay, says Professor Owen, “More true turtles
have left their remains than are now known to exist
in the whole world. One of these (Chkelone gigas) is
of enormous size, with a head upwards of a yard

* «“ The Human Species,” by Ludgwig Hopf, page 39.
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across. The estuaries were the feeding places of soft
turtles (77ionyx); while basking on the shores were
to be seen crocodiles, alligators, and the long-snouted
gavial, now living only in the rivers of India.” ¥

The earliest Eocene mammals found in Britain
consist of marsupials, that is, of pouched animals, of
which the kangaroo is now the best known example.
And it is a remarkable fact that, although the mar-
supials passed away in Europe during the Eocene Age
at the present time all the animals of Australia except
the dingo are marsupials, and that the trees and
vegetation are also characteristic of the Eocene for-
mation, showing that the Australian continent must
have survived from that period, and that no catas-
trophe has taken place there, such as was formerly
supposed, -of a universal deluge.

Australia indeed has been looked upon by many
anthropologists as one of the earliest homes of man,
for, as Dr. Schotensach affirms: “No part of the
world could have been more favourable to man’s
development than Australia, for' the struggle for
existence must have been milder here than elsewhere,
the hunting of the marsupial fauna offering no parti-
cular danger.” He nevertheless assumes North-eastern
Asia to have been the first home of man, the pithe-
canthropus having been found in Java. From this

* “ Owen’s Paleontology,” page 281.
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point the descendants of the pithecanthropus spread
to Australia by way of the Celebes and New Guinea,
which in the Pleiocene period were still connected
with the mainland.

The Australians of the present day may be described
as the remnant of a very ancient race both in physical
and cultural aspects. At the time of their discovery
they were ignorant of the art of pottery and the use
of bow and arrow; their only instruments being the
boomerang and the throwstick, both of which have
been found among palaeolithic remains in other parts
of the world. Dr. Schotensach further assumes that
when early man migrated from Australia back to
Asia, he took these weapons with him and thus
spread their use, The arts of pottery and stone-
grinding and the use of the bow and arrow he learned
later on, in other lands.

Those who remained in Australia could have no
share in these inventions, for the Pleiocene isthmus

became later submerged. The Australian had dis-
covered the art of making fire and subsequently that

of cooking; the frequent thunderbolts and prairie fires
having taught him the meaning of fire and its effect on
the flesh of animals. Thus man may have originated
in Asia, and at an extremely remote period parts of
the human race migrated to Australia and were even-
tually cut off from their fellow-beings.



The latest discoveries in regard to man also favour
the idea that the Australian aborigines represent one
of the oldest, if not the very oldest, of the living
races of mankind. For from Neanderthal in Switzer-
land, as well as from several other Continental
localities, such as Spy and Krapina, have been ob-
tained skulls and fragments of skulls indicating a low
type of the human race, which in brain-capacity are
near akin to the Australian Natives of the present
day. The Neanderthal Race, says Professor Sollas,
the most remote from us in time, of which we have
any knowledge, and the Australian, the most remote
from us in space, probably represent divergent
branches of the same original stock. In the most
important of all characteristics, cranial capacity, the
two races are almost identical.

These facts give the death-blow to a mechanical
theory of evolution, which strives to account for every-
thing on purely natural grounds, and which would do
away with the necessity for a Divine Creator and
Disposer of events, For when the anthropologist is
asked to point out the oldest race of mankind, he
indicates not the highest but some of the lowest, such
as the Hairy Ainus, the Toalas, the Veddas of
Ceylon, and the Australian Natives who are said to
be the living representatives of the Neanderthal, the
oldest race of which we have any knowledge.
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And surely if natural causes, such as sexual selec-
tion and the struggle for life, were alone sufficient to
account for the mental and moral growth of mankind,

then the oldest races should be the highest. But, on
the contrary, we find that the race whose existence

extends over only about six millenniums, the latest
arrival, is the highest, and, generally speaking, the
oldest is also the lowest, and has a tendency to dis-
appear altogether, as the Tasmanians have done in
our day—a race which we have reason to believe was
older even than the Australians.

But if we admit the fact of a spiritual evolution,
which is going on side by side with the physical
evolution, and that the souls that are born into the
later races are of an infinitely higher order, we can
see why the older races are dying out, and being
replaced by the later and superior orders of mankind.
For in this way the whole race is proceeding upward,
the unfit are being eliminated, and a New Race,
sometimes called the Sixth Race, is coming into being,
who shall be fitted as Sons of God—bearing His
perfect likeness—to act as His vicegerents in the New
Earth and the New Heavens and to reign with Him
to the ages of the ages.



CHAPTER II
THREE GREAT RACES

How the various races of man originated on the earth
has long been a great problem for the anthropologist.
But it is not impossible now to look back into the
remote past and to form some idea of the order
of their succession. Beginning at the Ilatest and
highest, the Caucasian Race, the great Ethnological
chapter ¥ of Genesis furnishes us with an idea of the
origin of the great nations of antiquity and serves to
divide the Caucasian Race into three great families—
viz., of the Japhetic, Semitic and Hamitic nations.
And the British Museum authorities still find it con-
venient, and in accordance with the facts of Ethno-
logy, to divide the White Race into three groups
which correspond almost exactly to the Biblical divi-
sion after the Deluge. These are the Aryan, Semitic
and Hamitic groups. All these peoples, however
swarthy they may have become through climatic or
other conditions, are of the Caucasian Race.

This fact seems to demonstrate that the Bible is con-
cerned with the Caucasian Race only, and that Adam
is the progenitor of that race only, and that therefore

* Genesis x.
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the Mongol or Yellow Race and the Negro or Black
Race are descendants of Pre-Adamic Man. It was
formerly considered necessary to distinguish Five
Great Races, according to colour, as Black, Brown,
Red, Yellow and White, but this classification is seen
to be misleading, when we know, that among the
Whites (so-called) there are entire populations whose
skin is as black as that of the blackest Negro, as the
Bishareen and the Black Moors of Senegal, while on
the other hand there are Yellow Negroes, as the
Bosjesmans.

It is now considered that the Brown and Red
Races (so-called) are merely variations of three great
divisions of mankind—the Caucasian, Mongolian and
Negro Races. Around these three types, or some-
where between them, may be ranged all exi.sting
individuals and species; the Malay (Brown) being
intermediate between the Caucasian and the Negro,
and the Red Indian between the Caucasian and the
Mongol.

And just as there are Three Great Races, so it is
believed there have been three successive great world-
continents, upon which they have arisen, two of
which have gradually become almost submerged, and
now form, with some exceptions, the bed of the
ocean,

For this belief there is a good deal of geological
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and other evidence. The Great Continent of Atlantis
extended over a large part of what is now the
Atlantic Ocean and was the birthplace of the Yellow
or Mongolian Race, and, previous to this, there
existed the Great Continent of Lemuria, which
extended across the Pacific Ocean from India to
Australia, stretching Westwards as far as Madagascar
and Africa. This was the birthplace of the Negro or
Black Race, while the Caucasian or White Race
originated on the present continent. The fact of the
submergence of some parts of the earth, while others
are gradually rising, which is especially noticeable on
the Eastern and Western Coasts of Great Britain,
together with the presence of marine deposits on the
tops of the highest mountains, makes it clear that such
a process has been going on throughout the ages,
and would certainly be the means of completely
changing, in immense periods of time, the relative
positions of land and water on the surface of the
globe.

But it will be seen that so gradual a submergence
would not necessarily destroy the ancient races,
except in cases where any portion of the land was
suddenly overwhelmed, and so we find in different
parts of the earth rifts and remnants of all the
peoples who have existed on it.

Now the islands of Australia and Tasmania are
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believed to be remaining portions of the Continent of
Lemuria, for the flora and fauna of Australia belong
to the Eocene period.

It seems probable, therefore, that the Tasmanians
who were a very low type of Negro, with woolly
hair and much blacker complexions than the Austra-
lians, were the real aboriginal inhabitants of Australia,
and directly descended from the Lemurians. As we
have shown in a previous chapter, the Australians were
not indigenous, but migrated from Asia in the Pleio-
cene period. The Australians differ from the Tasma-
nians in several aspects. They are black, as dark
indeed as the Negro, but with nothing of the Negro
character of face, The forehead does not recede like
that of the Negro, and though the nose is wide, the
mouth large and the lips thick, there is none of the
projection of jaw, which renders the pure Negro so
repulsive. The eye is small, dark, and deeply sunken,
The hair is by no means close and woolly like that
of the Negro, but is plentiful, rather long, and inclined
to curl, mostly undulating, and sometimes even taking
the form of ringlets. In texture it is very coarse
and hard, but cannot be described as wool.*

The Tasmanians, on the other hand, were far more
Negro-like in appearance. The nose was short and
prominent, the nostrils large and open, and the

*Vide *“Natural History of Man,” by Rev. J. G. Wood.
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projection of the lower jaw very marked. Their
language was of a ruder, less-developed structure than
that of Australia, and so imperfect that they observed
no settled order of words in the construction of their
sentences, but supplied by gestures the absence of
mood, tense and number.

So low were they in culture that they are said to
have lived like beasts of the forest, in roving parties,
without arts of any kind. They never cultivated the
ground, and had no domestic animals, not even dogs.
Their weapons were only two, both made of wood—a
long spear, and the waddy, which could be used
either as a club or a missile. They possessed no bows
or arrows, shields, boomerangs or throwing-sticks.
Their culture was thus far below even that of the
Old Stone Age (Palaeolithic).

Many anthropologists believe that the Tasmanians
were the real aboriginal inhabitants of Australia and
were driven out of their continent by the Australians,
who were in many ways superior to them, and who
migrated in the Pleiocene period from North-Eastern
Asia by way of Celebes and New Guinea. If so, we
have seen in them perhaps the very oldest aboriginal
race, older even than Drift or Cave man, who were of
Mongolian type, and had advanced beyond them in
culture, even in Palaeolithic times.

We infer that the evolution of colour has been by
c
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successive gradations, from black to white, and that
the earliest known man was black. Tﬁough this is
not the case, according to the belief of some leading
anthropologists, yet it seems to be in agreement with
the facts of archzology. We are certain that the
White Race (Adamic) is the most recent, and that
they were zmmediately preceded by the Mongolian
Race, and that, therefore, we must look further back
for the origin of the Black Race.

In agreement with this view, Professor Keith, in one
of his Hunterian Lectures before the Royal College
of Surgeons (1910), adduced evidence to show that
between 50,000 and 80,000 years ago Europe was
occupied (at least in the southern part) by a negroid
race. For some skeletons of human beings found 28
feet below the floor of a cave at Mentone, were, accord-
ing to the eminent French anthropologist, Dr. Verneau,
of Negro type. Professor Keith concluded, from the
evidence before him, that primitive man was of a
dark colour, and that the evolution of the lighter-
skinned European was, geologically speaking, a rela-
tively recent event, and Dr, Keith, as Conservator of
the Royal College of Surgeons, is no mean authority
on anatomy.

The most competent authorities state that the
aboriginal inhabitants of Egypt were black, and that
they were superseded by a race akin to the Libyans,

PR S —
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CHAPTER III
THE CULTURE OF THE STONE AGE

NEARLY all archzologists and geologists are agreed
as to the existence of Man, contemporary with the
reindeer and mammoth in Europe, and in the fact of
two or even three races being existent during that
period. At that time they dwelt in caves and rock-
niches. Apparently they had no domestic animals or
pottery, for not a trace of these remain, but the floors
of their caves consist almost entirely of the broken
bones of animals killed in the chase, with numberless
flints and chips. Awls, hammers, lanceheads, bone-
needles, arrowheads and harpoons, evidence their
attainment in culture. The animals which served them
for food, as shown by the remains of their broken
bones, horns and antlers, were the reindeer, bison,
horse, ibex, musk-ox and antelope.

The most surprising discoveries, however, are the
real objects of art which have been found in the caves
inhabited by Drift men. Some of these, as may be
seen in our museums, are really lifelike representa-
tions of the horse, bison, reindeer, mammoth, and of
man himself. There are not only drawings scratched
on stones, and the bones of the reindeer, mammoth
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and other animals, but also carvings of considerable
skill. They were succeeded by Neolithic man or the
men of the New Stone Age, who were immeasurably
above these Cave men in culture, but far below them
in the arts of design. It was among the Neolithic
peoples that domestic animals and agriculture origi-
nated. They migrated from Central Asia to Europe,
and their descendants remain among the Basques,
Finns and Lapps. The Iberians, Silures, Ligures and
Etruscans are the historical representatives of Neo-
lithic man. They are of the Turanian race, and
before the advent of the Aryan they were spread over
the whole of Europe. It appears, therefore, that the
Yellow or Mongol Race immediately preceded the
White Race, and that from the Black Race evolved
the intermediate forms which are now fast dying out.
The latter fact is illustrated by the comparison of the
population of the world. The White or Caucasian
Race now numbers 640 millions, the Yellow or Mon-
golian 600, and the Black 200, This is a total of
1440 millions out of 1500 millions, leaving only
60 millions for the Brown and Red varieties of
mankind.

It is possible to judge what the Palaeolithic Cave
man was like, and of what his culture consisted,
from a comparison with his present-day representa-
tives, the Esquimaux, for their art and their imple-






CHAPTER IV
THE BIBLICAL NATIONS

IN the previous chapters we have chiefly studied Man
from the Geological aspect. During the Geological
periods of his existence he could leave only uncon-
scious records of his existence, such as that of tools
and weapons, and the remains of animals which he
hunted and fed upon. The nearest approach to a
written record are his etchings upon bones, of himself,
the mammoth, the horse, the reindeer, and the aurochs.

Between Neolithic man, 7.e., the men of the Later
Stone Age, and the earliest written record, there is of
necessity a great gulf fixed, for when Man began to
write intelligibly he must already have reached a high
stage of civilization. Probably the oldest nation of
which we have any written records is the Accadian,
which occupied Accad or Upper Mesopotamia, where
the land rises from the alluvial plain up to the
mountains of Kurdistan and Armenia. In the plain
of Lower Mesopotamia dwelt the Shumirians (Stme-
rians). Judging from the ancient statues, these
people were Turanians, of Tartar or Mongolian
features—rz.e.,, short, thickset, with yellow skins and
coarse black hair. This Turanian people was

— 26 —-—
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apparently displaced by the Semites (descendants of
the Biblical Shem). In Chaldea (7., Shumir or the
plain of Shinar), Semitic influences prevailed from a
very early period, and particularly in “Ur of the
Chaldees or Kasdim ”—from which place we are told
Abram migrated. When we reach the historical
periods of the great Babylonian and Assyrian Empires,
the kings, priests and nobles are Semites, and the
Accadian had become a dead language, which could
only be read as we now read Latin, Greek and
Hebrew—by the aid of translations, grammars and
dictionaries. Specimens of these are to be seen in
the Assyrian Department of the British Museum.
There are also several inscribed bricks bearing the
names and titles of Dungi and other kings of “ Ur of
the Kasdim,” which connects them with the Biblical
history of Abram. There are also inscriptions on
bricks of Hammurabi, whom Doctor Pinches identifies
with the Amraphel, King of Shinar (Shumir), men-
tioned in the 14th chapter of Genesis, and of
Eri-aku, King of Larsa, called there Arioch, King of
Ellasar ; Kudur-Lagamur, King of Elam, has been
identified with Chedorlaomer, and Tidal with Tudghul,
King of the Umman-Manda.* Kudur-Lagamur, King
of Elam, is shown there as a great conqueror of the
gigantic Horites, Rephaim, Zuzim and Emim. These

*Genesis xiv. 1-8.
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were descended from the Nephilim of Genesis vi.,
and were therefore of Pre-Adamic origin,

Elam was the great rival of the Assyro-Babylonian
Empire. The Elamites conquered Chaldea in 2280
B.C,, but in 645 B.C. Asshur-bani-pal, the grandson of
Senvacherib, conquered and destroyed Susa, the
capital (the Shushan of Daniel viii, 2).

Much further light has been thrown upon the
culture of the rival countries, by the discoveries of M.
de Morgan at this ancient capital of Elam, the ruins
of which form a number of immense tels, which cover
an area of from four to six square miles on both banks
of the River Kherkha.*

Among other interesting discoveries is that of a
bone cylinder, inscribed with what is believed to be
the earliest stage of cuneiform writing, of which the
signs are almost cuneiform.

Over a thousand inscriptions in the Elamite language
were brought to the Louvre. Some are on slabs of
stone, others on door-sockets, and bricks. They give
the names of the kings by whose commands the build-
ings were erected, of which they form part. After the
mythical period the earliest historical texts introduce
us to the kings of Elam as vassals of their Mesopo-
tamian suzerains, Of these the first is called © Ur-iti-
Adad,” vassal successively of the two Kings of Agade,

* ¢ Manual of Oriental Antiquities,” by Ernest Babelon.
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Sargani-sar-ale, and Naram-Sin, about B.C. 3750. One
of his successors, Karibu-Sa-Susinak, patesi of Susa,
boasts of having built the temple of the god Suga,
“The Ancient,” and of having constructed the Canal
of Sirdar: he is the vassal of the well-known Dungi,
King of Ur, and of Gudea, patesi of Sirpula. To the
rule of the patesis at Elam succeeded that of the
Tukkal-mah and the suzerainty, from being Chaldean
became Elamite. Long after this the well-known
Hammurabi delivered Chaldea from the dominion of
Elam, and one of his successors entered Susa as a
conqueror, but later on the Suseans took Babylon and
carried away the statue of Bel.

A King of Susa, Shutruk Nakhunta, boasts of having
devastated Chaldea, captured several kings, hundreds
of towns, and of having built a large number of
temples at Susa which were afterwards restored by his
grandson, Shilkhah-en-Shusinak, The names of about
twenty other Susan kings belonging to two or three
different dynasties are known and there are traces of
conflicting races in Susa itself. This fact is further
shown by the diversity of languages, which are found
written in cuneiform character. '

Under Sargon, King of Assyria (B.C. 722-705), and
his successors, there began a mighty struggle which
ended in the ruin of Susa, by Assurbanipal, in B.C,
647. This conquest Assurbanipal records thus: *I,
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Assurbanipal, the prince who adores the great gods I
conquered the land of Elam ... The statue of the
great goddess Nana had been in adversity for 1635
years, she had been carried into captivity in Elam, a
country which was not consecrated to her ... I seized
the hands of the statue of the great goddess, and in
order to rejoice her heart I caused her to take the
direct road to the temple E-anna. The first day of
the month Kislev, I caused her to enter into the city
Uruk, and I reinstated her in the tabernacle of E-anna,
the temple of her choice.”

At the time of the destruction of Assurbanipal,
Elamite Susa contained not only the objects of art,
but all the valuables which had been brought by the
various kings of Elam from their expeditions into
Chaldea as trophies of victory. Assurbanipal recovered
the greater part of these objects and replaced them in
the towns from which they had been taken. All that
could not be carried away was destroyed, thus effect-
ing the complete ruin of Susa. The city, however,
was afterwards rebuilt, for a cylinder of Nebuchadrezzar
II. informs us that he built many temples there,

Many interesting examples of Chaldean art were
found at Susa. The most interesting is the triumphal
stela of Naram Sin, a primary inscription on which
relates that Naram Sin, King of Agade, in Lower
Chaldea, 4000 B.C, caused the stela to be erected, in
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order that there should be engraved on it the account
of his warlike deeds, against the people of Lulubi.
There is also a second inscription thereon, added long
after the time of Naram Sin, which bears the name of
Shutruk-Nakhunta, King of Elam, and is in the
Anzanite language. Thus this same stela, which was
originally a trophy of the Chaldean king, Naram Sin,
was afterwards used to celebrate the victories of
Shutruk-Nakhunta, the Elamite king, over the
Chaldeans,

Among other marvellous discoveries are the statues
in bronze which they succeeded in casting to life-size
or more at a single casting, There is one such of
Queen Napir-Asu, wife of Untash-Gal (B.C. 1500), now
in the Louvre. It is life-size, and remarkable for its
splendid execution. On her wrists are quadruple
bracelets, on the left hand a ring. The costume con-
sists of a long fringed robe which falls to the feet.
The bodice is tight fitting, and shows the outline of
the figure; on the shoulder there is a jewelled bula, and
down the lengths of the sleeves there are elegant clasps.
It is indeed marvellous that such details could be
accurately rendered in a statue of solid bronze
weighing many tons.

Beside the gigantic statues in bronze, there are many
statuettes in gold and silver and numerous objects in
ivory which date back to the primitive period of
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Elamite history. There are also cylinders, some in
glazed pottery, others in ivory, hematite, chalcedony
and jasper, which were employed to seal their contracts;
alabaster vases of various shapes; an immense quantity
of small gold, silver and bronze rings, and also flat
dishes in these metals, which may have been used
for money ; magnificent gold bracelets, and others of
silver and bronze ; domestic utensils, axes, knives and
various weapons,

No better proofs could be given of the high state
of culture existent at this period both in Elam and in
Chaldea.,



CHAPTER V
EGYPTIAN CULTURE

THE country whose advancement in culture vies with
Chaldean, Elamite, and even perhaps with Accadian,
in antiquity, is that of Egypt. For some of the
oldest antiquities in the British Museum are those of
Predynastic Egyptians, dating from the latter part of
the Neolithic Age, a period, according to Dr. Budge,
anterior to B.C. 4500.

These predynastic antiquities are those of the
primitive, and probably indigenous, inhabitants of the
Nile Valley, and throw a flood of light upon thei
advancement in culture even at that early period.

We learn from these that the most primitive
people of Egypt dwelt in huts made of wattles and
mud, weéring the skins of animals and living by
hunting and fishing, The fish were pursued in flat-
bottomed reed boats and caught with hooks and
harpocns made of bone and flint. Gazelles and
other wild creatures of the desert were shot with
flint-tipped arrows and cut up with flint knives,
which latter were also used for mummifying until the
time of the twelfth dynasty. It is interesting to note

that these knives of flint or chert, called “Ethiopian
A D



Stone,” were used by the Egyptians in common with
many of their Semitic neighbours in many religious
ceremonies, including the rite of circumcision long
after the introduction of metal. Hence the reason of
their use by Joshua (chap. v. 2). The chief arts of
the Predynastic Egyptians were flint-knapping, which
attained there a perfection elsewhere unknown, and
the manufacture of extremely elegant pottery without
the aid of the wheel. . The Neolithic Egyptians, who
were akin to the Libyans or Berbers, buried their
dead lying on the side, with the knees bent up to
the chin, as we may see from the specimen now in
the British Museum, which is the oldest human body
in the world, The bodies were not mummified in the
style common to later days, but dried in the sun
and wrapped in reed mats, or gazelle skins, remains
of many of which have been found in the graves,
together with flint instruments for the chase, vases
filled with food, which prove that these early
Egyptians, even in Neolithic times, believed that the
deceased would enjoy a future life similar to that
which he had led on earth. The Neolithic Egyptian
had no knowledge of the art of writing, but this was
brought to them by immigrant tribes from Asia, who
were of Semitic race, like the people of ancient
Babylonia. These were called “Mesniu” or Metal-
workers, and their chiefs were known as Shemsu-



Heru or followers of Horus. Their advent was
followed by a rapid political development. The new-
comers formed many principalities which eventually
became united into the two kingdoms of Northern
or Southern, or Upper and Lower Egypt. The first
kiﬁg of a united Egypt was called Mena or Menes,
who founded the city of Memphis or Men-nefer, “ The
Fair Abode.” From this came the Hebrew “ Noph,”
the Assyrian “Mimpi,” and the Memphis of the Greeks
and Romans. = The chief characteristic of the age
which followed this unification was the rapid develop-
ment of Egyptian civilization, which in a period of 300
years passed from a state of barbarism to that of a
highly civilised and cultured people.

At the end of the first dynasty, founded by
Menes, a second dynasty was founded by Besh
(Betchau), or Kha-sekhem, which means “manifestation
of power,” who was called Boethus by Manetho. The
most important king of the “ Third” Dynasty was
Tcheser, for whom two tombs were built—vzz, the
~step pyramid at Sakkara and a large brick mastaba
found in the deserf, about nine miles from the
modern town of Girgeh. The founder of the Fourth
Dynasty was -Seneferu, who conquered the Peninsula
of Sinai, where lay the valuable mines of copper and
turquoise. His son, Khufu, is said to have been the
builder of the Great Pyramid (B.C. 3733-3700). The
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second pyramid was the work of King Kha-f-Ra, and
the third was built by his son, Men-kau-Ra (B.C.
3633-3600). |

The Fifth Dynasty appears to have been an
energetic race, but falling short of the preceding
dynasties in the magnificence of its monuments. Its
last king, Unas, and two of the first kings, Teta and
Pepi, of the Sixth Dynasty, were the builders of
famous pyramid tombs. Pepi also brought Nubia into
subjection, and regained possession of the mines of
Sinai, which his predecessor had lost. (Now follows
a period of great interest to the Biblical student, not
for its history but for its want of it. From the
Seventh to the Eleventh Dynasties there.is a complete
cessation of history, and scarcely any monuments
mark this period. Mariette says, “* When Egypt awoke
from its long sleep with the eleventh dynasties, the
ancient traditions were forgotten. The proper names
of the kings and ancient nobility, the style of the
hieroglyphic writing, and even the religion, all seemed
new. The monuments are rude, primitive, and some-
times even barbarous, and to see them one would be
inclined to think that Egypt, under the Eleventh
Dynasty, was beginning again the period of infancy
which it had already passed through 1500 years
earlier under the Third Dynasty.”)  There is only
one hypothesis which could adequately explain this



mystery. Some great catastrophe must have put a
sudden end to the Sixth Dynasty and swept away
all the people, and Egypt must have been re-peopled
by immigrants at a much lower stage of civilization,
Now, according to the British Museum authorities, the
Sixth Dynasty came to an end about 3130-3100 B.C.,
almost exactly coinciding with the date of the
Noachian Deluge, as given by Hales and Josephus
(3155 B.C.). So here we have a remarkable con-
firmation of Biblical history. For it was after the
deluge that Egypt was re-peopled by Mitsraim, the
son of Ham, who gave his name to the whole
country. The Arabs still call Egypt “ Mesr,” and
the name was formerly applied to Memphis, and is
now to Cairo by the Egyptian nativess. = We may
note also in the Abrahamic history that no mention
is ever made of the need of an interpreter in any of
the countries visited by him, which agrees with the
Biblical statement that these countries were now
inhabited by the sons of Noah. The whole narrative
tends to show that all the countries where Abraham
sojourned were sparsely populated and in a low state
of civilization. For in regard to Sodom, Gomorrah,
Admah, Zeboim and Zoar, each city had its own
king, showing clearly that they had not become
consolidated into one state, and the same must be
true of the four kings against whom they fought, if
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Abraham was able to defeat them with only 318
trained servants, So small indeed were the so-called
kingdoms, that Abraham was regarded as a “mighty
prince,” and his alliance and friendship most earnestly
desired by Abimelech, King of Gerah (Gen., xxi.
22-32). So it would appear that the old civilization
and learning had been swept away by some wide-
spread catastrophe, and the earth’s inhabitants were
beginning life “de novo;” and thus for 600 years,
until the Twelfth Dynasty, Egypt did not regain
possession of her lost civilization. At this time great
temples and monuments rose or were restored at
Thebes, Heliopolos, Memphis, Tanis and Abydos. But
the most famous work of this period was the con-
struction of Lake Moeris (Eg. “Mau-ua,” or Great
Water), to receive the surplus waters of the Nile and
to control its inundations. It was completed in the
reign of Amenemhat III., B.C. 2300-2266.

Much of the history of the daily life of the ancient
Egyptians can be gleaned from the monuments and
other objects in the British Museum. They are like
stepping-stones, by the help of which we may walk
with some degree of assurance, taking here and there
a flying leap on the stream of time and see the
gradual welding together of the various nomes into
a united Egypt under Mena or Menes. Well it is
for us that the Egyptians had such a deep-rooted



desire to be known to posterity, so that no expense
was spared to accomplish their purpose. The cost
of mummifying alone must have represented in those
days a vast fortune, when it cost £250 (a talent of
silver); and even the £60 (20 mina), which it cost in
lesser cases, would be equal to a life-long competence.
In this connection it is interesting that Jacob was
embalmed in Egypt, and that his embalming occupied
forty days, and the period of mourning seventy days.
The most expensive method is said to have taken
seventy days. The brains and viscere were removed
and the cavities filled with myrrh and cassia, and
other fragrant and astringent substances. The body
was then soaked in a solution of salt and soda for
seventy days. Mummifying, in some form, was
practised long before the time of the First Dynasty,
as proved by the body exhibited in the First
Egyptian Room, which, before burial, appears to have
been eviscerated and treated with oil of bitumen. The
grave was found covered by two large boulders,
which secured the preservation of the body in a
complete state. Beside the body were found flint
knives and other implements, and black, red and
buff-coloured pottery, partly filled with the dust of
funeral offerings. The style of the flint implements is
that of the later Neolithic period of Egypt, which
proves, incidentally, that the Egyptians of that period
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believed in a future life. Indeed, the greater portion
of their monuments, being of a sepulchral character,
point with certainty to such belief, and not only to
belief in the survival of the soul, but also in the
resurrection of the body.

The sums spent on the erection and upkeep of
such monuments is beyond all calculation. For as
early as the Second Dynasty there were priests of the
Ka or Double of Kings. One of the oldest inscrip-
tions is that of Shera, a superintendent and priest
of the Ka of Sent, a king of the Second Dynasty.
His duty was to perform commemorative services for
the king at regular intervals,

But the apex of luxury was reached probably in
the period of the pyramids, the most celebrated of
which is the Great Pyramid, which Dr. Budge ascribes
to Khufu or Cheops. The area of this stupendous
monument is twelve and one-half acres, and its height,
four hundred and fifty feet. It was twenty years in
building, employing three hundred thousand men in
gangs of ten thousand, in three monthly shifts, The
Second Pyramid was built by Khafra or Chephren.
Its height is four hundred and fifty feet, and it
contains sixty million cubic feet of masonry, and
weighs nearly five million tons. The Third Pyramid,
built by Men-kau-Ra, is two hundred and fifteen feet
high. The celebrated Sphinx is one hundred and
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fifty feet long and seventy feet high. The head alone
is thirty feet long and the face fourteen feet wide.
On a like colossal scale was the statue of Ramasses
II., the Pharaoh of the Oppression. The length of
the face is no less than nine feet eight inches, and
the width eight feet nine inches. There is also a
fist, from a statue of the same king, which measures
four feet three inches and weighs about one ton six
hundred weights,

From a Biblical standpoint, perhaps the most
interesting display in the whole department is the
series of unbaked bricks which are stamped with the
names of kings of the Eighteenth and Nineteenth
Dynasties, thus comprehending the period during
which Israel was in Egypt engaged in the making of
such bricks. The names inscribed on them include
those of Amen-Hetep IIl, Thothmes I, Thothmes
III. and Rameses II,

Most interesting to ladies are the wig and wig-
boxes, wooden combs with two rows of teeth, tweezers
for removing superfluous hair, and bronze mirrors.

Light is thrown on their domestic life by the
mortars, kneading troughs, corn grinders, and on their
daily food and sacrifices, by the dried fish, crushed
wheat, bread, cakes and pastry. One of the cakes is
in the form of a crocodile and another in that of a
leaf. There is also the wooden model of a house,
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with the figure of a woman making dough. The
common drink of the country was beer made from
barley. A sweet beer was also made from honey.
Wine made from grapes was drunk by the upper
classes and the lower classes drank date wine.*

In the Fourth Egyptién Room we can see the
toys beloved of Egyptian children. Among these is
an elephant with its rider, each with movable limbs,
an ape drawing a chariot, a cat-headed dwarf, a
hippopotamus and a lion killing its prey. There are
also balls made of pa;ﬁyrus, porcelain and leather
stuffed with chopped straw. The daily allowance of
food for a boy at school was three cakes of bread
and two jugs of beer, which were brought by his
mother every day. Lessons began early in the morning
and lasted till noon, when, as a papyrus says, “the
pupils left the school with cries of joy "-—showing
that human nature is the same in all ages.

A very pretty domestic touch and insight into the
heart of a king is given in the words of Amenophis
IV, who married Dadughipa, the daughter of
Tushratta, King of Mitani. In one inscription he
says: “Sweet love fills my heart for the Queen and
her young children. God grant a great age to the
Queen Nefer-titi ; for long years may she hold fast

* Dr. Wallis Budge.






CHAPTER VI
THE EVOLUTION OF CHINESE CULTURE

THE history of Chinese culture is carried back by
some to a mythical period of fabulous antiquity: their
first man, Can Ku, emerging from chaos as the embryo
of an all-productive Cosmic egg. He is followed by a
mythical series of celestial and human rulers, some of
the latter of which were called “Yu Chao” (the nest-
having), because they lived in trees in those days; and
others, “ Sui-Jen” (the fire-producers), as the discoverers
of the primitive friction hand-drill of wood. The
legendary, as distinct from the purely mythical period
begins with Fu-Hsi, the reputed founder of the Chinese
polity. An inscription on a bas-relief of the Han
Dynasty reads:

“Fu-Hsi, styled Ts'ang, was the first to rule as a
king: he traced the trigrams and knotted cords as a
means of governing all within the seas.”

The pa-kua or eight trigams referred to are the well-
known symbols of ancient divination and mystic
philosophy, which are said to have been revealed to Fu-
Hsi by a supernatural being called the dragon-horse,
rising from the waters of the yellow river, with a scroll
upon its back inscribed with the mystic diagram. The

figure of the dragon-horse is often represented in jade,



porcelain or bronze, The “knotted cords” remind
us of the guippus, the cord records of the ancient
Peruvians.

Chu Yung was the next sovereign. He is chiefly
celebrated as the conqueror of Kung Kung, the first
rebel, and the leader of a titanic insurrection in times of
old, when he well-nigh overwhelmed the earth with a
watery deluge. A quaint inscription regarding him
reads: “Chu Yung had nothing to do, there were no
desires, nor evil passions, and neither punishments nor
fines were inflicted,” Truly an ideal state,

The third king of the Han Dynasty was Shen Nung,
the Divine Husbandman, who first fashioned timber into
ploughs, and taught his people the art of husbandry.
He discovered the curative power of herbs and founded
the first markets for the exchange of commodities, His
inscription reads:

“Shen Nung, seeing the virtue of agriculture, taught
how to till the ground and sow grain, and stirred up the
myriads of the people.”

The Wu Ti, or Five Rulers, who succeeded the above
are thus described in the inscriptions :

(1) “Huang Ti made changes: he fabricated weapons,
dug wells in the fields, lengthened the official
robes, built palaces and dwelling houses.”

(2) “The Emperor Chuan Hsii is the same as Kao
Yang, the grandson of Huang Ti.”
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(3) “The Emperor K'u is no other than Kao Hsen.
He was great grandson of Huang Ti.”

(4) “The Emperor Yao was named Fang Hsiin, His
benevolence was celestial, his knowledge that of a
god : near at hand he was like the sun, afar off
like a cloud.”

(5) “The Emperor Shun was named Chung Hua. He
tilled the ground on the mountain: for three
years he laboured far from his home.”

Huang Ti, the first of the Wu T1i, was a most prominent
personage at the dawn of Chinese history. His capital
was near the modern Hsian Fu, in the Province of Shensi.
Many of the industrial arts are traced back to his time,
and his principal consort, Hsi-ling Shih, who first taught
the people to rear silk-worms, is still worshipped as a
deity on that account. The Taoists have transformed
Huang Ti, the “Yellow Emperor,” into a miraculous
being who invented alchemy and succeeded in gaining
immortality.

The Emperors Yao and Shun, the last two of the Wu
Ti, are placed by Confucius at the head of the Shu King,
the classical annals compiled by him, and idealised as
perfect models of disinterested rule for all time. Their
capital was Ping-Yang-Fu in Shansi. Their memorial
temple still stands outside the walls of this city, with
gigantic images of the two heroes thirty feet high. Shun,
the last of the Wu Ti, was succeeded by the great Yu



who founded the Hsia Dynasty of which there were 13
rulers (B.C. 2205-1767), then followed the Shang Dynasty
of 28 rulers (B.C. 1766-1122), and the Chou Dynasty of
35 rulers (B.C. 1122-255).

The most cherished relics of the Chou Dynasty are
ten stone drums now installed in the two side halls of the
principal gateway of the Confucian temple at Peking.
They are really mountain boulders, roughly chiselled into
the shape of drums about three feet high. The inscrip-
tions thereon celebrate an imperial hunting and fishing
expedition, and relate how the roads had been levelled
for a grand battle carried out by the troops of warriors.
A facsimile of the first inscription is translated somewhat

as follows:

“ Our chariots were solid and strong,
Our teams of well-matched steeds ;
Our chariots were shining and bright,
Our horses all lusty and sleek.

The nobles gathered round for the hunt,
And hunted as they closed in the ring,

- The hinds and the stags bounded on,
With the nobles in close pursuit.

Drawing our polished bows of horn,
And fitting arrows to the strings,

We drove them over the hills;

The hoofs of the chase resounded,
And they herded in close-packed mass,
As the drivers checked their horses.

The hinds and stags pressed swiftly on,

Till they reached the great hunting park,

He drove on through the forest,

And as we found them one by one,

We shot with our arrows the wild boar and elk "—



which gives some idea of the literary attainment of
that period.

In ARCHITECTURE the Chinese have never made
any great progress, for “the first impression given
by the view of a Chinese city from the parapet of
the city wall—whether it be the Tientsin, with the
150,000 houses, of its population of shopmen and
artisans, or Peking, with its temples, its imperial and
princely palaces and its public buildings—is that of a
certain monotony, resulting from the predominance of
a single type of architecture. China, in fact, in every
epoch of its history and for all its edifices, public or
private, has kept to a single architectural model.
Again, it is a cardinal rule in Chinese geomancy that
every important building must face the south, and the
uniform orientation resulting from this, adds .to the
general impression of monotony. Ruins in China are
rare, and we must turn to books to get some idea
of ancient architecture. The first large buildings
described in the oldest canonical books are the lofty
towers called #Za7, which were usually square and
built of stone, rising to the height sometimes of 300
feet, so that they are stigmatized as ruinous follies of
the ancient kings. These towers were of three kinds,
storehouses for treasures, watchtowers, and astro-
nomical observatories. Among the later representatives
are the towers of the great wall, which were built of
stone with arched doors and windows,”



From the earliest antiquity the Chinese are recorded
in their annals and traditions to have been acquainted
with the art of moulding and chiselling &romze, and
the examples which have survived to the present day
reveal something of their archaic history and primitive
superstition. During the third millennium B.C. the
technical methods were gradually improved till we
come to the reign of the great Yu, the founder of the
Hsia Dynasty, who is recorded to have cast the metal,
sent up as tribute from the nine provinces of his
empire, into nine tripod caldrons of bronze, Copper
was highly valued during the ancient dynasties, and
it is often referred to in the older books under the
name of Clin, or “metal” being the metal, par
excellence, of the period. It was used with an alloy
of tin in the fabrication of bells, gongs, sacrificial
utensils, axes, hatchets and halbert heads, and trident
spears, swords, spades, hoes, arrowheads and concave
mirrors. The five colossal bells at Peking, cast in the
reign of Yung Lo (AD. 1403-1424), weigh about
120,000 pounds each, are fourteen feet high, and thirty-
four feet in circumference. They are covered inside
and out with Buddhist Scriptures in Chinese script,
interspersed with Sanskrit formule. An ancient
bronze bell of the Chou Dynasty has the following

interesting inscription, which is anterior to the 7th

century B.C,:
E
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“I, Kuo Shu Lii, say: Grandly distinguished was
my illustrious father, Hui Shu, with profound reverence
he maintained a surpassingly bright virtue., He
excelled alike in the rule of his own domain and the
liberal treatment of strangers from afar, When I, Lij,
presumed to assume the leadership of the people and
to take as a model, the dignified demeanour of my
illustrious father, a memorial of the event was pre-
sented at the Court of the Son of Heaven, who
graciously honoured me with abundant gifts. I, Li,
humbly acknowledge the timely gifts of the Son of
Heaven, and proclaim their use in the fabrication for
my illustrious father, Hui Shu, of this great sacrificial
bell. Oh, illustrious father, seated in majesty above,
protect with sheltering wings us who are left here
below. Peaceful and glorious extend to me, L4,
abundant happiness! I, Lii, and my sons and grand-
sons for ten thousand years to come, will everlastingly
prize this bell and use it in our ritual worship.”

During the #th century the power of the Empire
was swayed by confederacies of feudal princes, and the
period (B.C. 685-591) is known in history as that
of Wu PaA, or “Five Leaders,” who figured in
succession as maintainers of the Government of the
Son of Heaven. After this, for two centuries, the
country was devastated by civil war between the
contending States, till King Nan, in B.C. 256, sur-
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rendered to the Prince of Ch'in, and brought the Chou
Dynasty to an end.

King Cheng succeeded to the throne of Ch'in in
B.C. 246, and in B.C. 221, after he had conquered and
annexed all the other States, founded a new and
homogeneous empire on the ruins of the feudal
system. He extended his empire widely toward the
South, drove back the Huing-nu Turks on the North
and built the great wall as a rampart of defence
against these nomads. In the fifth and fourth centuries
B.C. the Chin State (Shensi Province) extended its
boundaries toward the South and West, and from its
name was doubtless derived that of China, by which
the country generally became known to the Hindus,
Persian Armenians, Arabs and ancient Romans,

Cochin China was annexed in B.C. 110, and named
“Jih Nan ”"—South of the Sun.

BUDDHISM was officially introduced in A.D. 67.
Roman merchants came by sea to Cochin China in
A.D. 166, appearing in the annals as envoys from the
Emperor An-tum (Marcus Aurelius Antoninus).

The empire attained its widest limits under the
Great Fang Dynasty (618-906). A Chinese General,
with an army of Tibetan and Napalese auxiliaries,
took Magadla, the capital of Central India, in 648,
and a fleet of Chinese junks sailed to the Persian
Gulf, while the last of the Sasanedes fled to China



— 52 —

for refuge, Arabs came by ship to Canton, settled in
some of the coast cities, as well as in the province of
Yunnan, and the Crescent has prevailed in these parts
ever since, the number of Chinese Mohammedans,
to-day, being estimated to exceed 25,000,000.*

The Chinese may be looked upon as an example
of arrested civilization and culture. Let us hope that
the change which is now taking place may lead to
the introduction of Christianity and of European
civilization and culture, They might then make more
progress in one decade, than hitherto in a millennium.

* % Chinese Art,” by Stephen Bushell 'C.M.G.









CHAPTER VII

THE CAUSES OF ADVANCEMENT IN
CULTURE

IN seeking to determine the prime factors in the
evolution of culture we are confronted by the fact
that time alone, however extended, is insufficient to
procure any great degree of advancement,

For while, on the one hand, we see nations con-
tinuing at the same dead-level for thousands of years,
there are others who rise almost suddenly to a
comparatively high degree of culture.

This was the case in regard to the Fiji islanders as
recorded in the chapter on “The Crowning Reve-
lation,”

It is said that these people of late years abandoned
all their old barbarous practices, and the state of
things offers a marvellous contrast to what it was a
century ago. And this is only a sample of the
effects of Christian revelation in various parts of the
world. During the last century the whole character
of the population of the South Sea Islands has been
changed by the conversion of 150,000 to Christianity.

Thus, in the comparatively short space of a century,
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Revelation has effected more than all other influences
combined to effect in previous millenniums.

Religion, natural and revealed, has had more effect
upon the evolution of culture than all other forces
combined. The history of Brahmanism, Buddhism,
Mahommedanism, the religion of Zoroaster, of Lao-
tse and of Confucius, demonstrate the tremendous
effect which religion has upon culture.

But religion itself, as well as all the arts and
sciences which constitute culture, are dependent for
their transmission and growth mainly to the art of
writing, We therefore conclude that the art of
writing is the second prime factor in the evolution
of culture,

But the crown and topstone of the art of writing
is the evolution of the alphabet. The importance of
this latter it is not easy to exaggerate. For it is clear,
in regard to the Chinese, that there are causes
which combine to keep back their civilisation and
culture, and one of these, if not the chief, is the
lack of an alphabet. The Japanese have seen this,
and have invented an alphabet of Chinese characters,
just. as the Persians did of the cuneiform which
they inherited from the Assyrians. In the subsequent
chapters, therefore, we have traced the art of writing
from its faint beginnings in the drawings of men of
the Old Stone Age to its fruition in an alphabet.

N~ T



CHAPTER VIII

THE EVOLUTION OF THE ART OF
» WRITING

By the term -writing we understand every system
employed by man to fix the expression of their
thoughts by material signs, by which they are able to
communicate one with another other than by word
of mouth, and to impart duration to their ideas.

This end has been attained mainly by the applica-
tion of two principles—uviz.

(1) The zdeographic, or representation of ideas.

(2) The phonetic or representation of sounds.

Ideographs are used either for the expression of
direct concrete ideas, by pictures of the objects
themselves, or for abstract ideas, by using the
object depicted as a symbol of the abstract idea.

Phonetics present equally two degrees—vzz, the
syllabic, in which the word was considered as indi-
visible and represented by a single sign both consonant
and vowel ; and the alplabetic, which decomposed the
syllable and represented consonant and vowel by
distinct signs.

Fortunately the various stepsv in the acquisition of
the art of writing have left their traces behind at
every stage. We might begin, for instance, with the
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relics of the Quaternary period: the imitations pure
and simple of the figures of animals by which the
men of that period were surrounded, such as the
mammoth, the cave-bear, reindeer, horse and aurochs,
A kind of imitative instinct seems to have prompted
the very infancy of humanity, even while in a state of
savagery, and some primitive races attained to a true
sentiment of beauty in their representations of objects;
and in some localities pictures have been found which
denote a further step in the way of progress, in the
endeavour to represent the exploits of the chase,
which are an approach to the system of mnemonics
found among the North American Indians, who traced
on the skins which formed their tents, and embroidered
on their garments, pictures which recorded, in a
manner partly figurative and  partly mnemonic, their
personal exploits or those of their race. But these
representations which mark the birth of hieroglyphics
did not depict any sound; but, representing exclusively
and directly the idea, were absolutely independent of
words, and had an existence and a signification apart
from all pronunciation, and the spoken language was
thus quite distinct from the written, so that anyone
could understand the one without knowing the other,
and wvice versd.

But though, at the beginning, the primitive ideo-
graphs represented only ideas and not words, those



who read them would naturally connect the sign with
the corresponding word in the spoken idiom, and thus
would be born the first conception of phonetic writing,
and would in course of time give to each sign a fixed
and habitual pronunciation.

A further step in phonetic writing is that exhibited
among the Nahuas of Mexico—viz,, the rebus, ie., the
use of characters to form words independent of their
original ideographic meaning,

Thus the name of the fourth king of Mexico,
Itzcohuatl, “ the serpent of obsidian,” is represented by
a serpent (cohuatl) garnished with arrows of obsidian
(itzli), and which, therefore, in the spoken language
must be pronounced “Itz-cohuatl.” After the conquest
of Mexico and the subsequent conversion of some of
the natives to Christianity, this method of representa-
tion by #»edus received a new impetus in the
endeavour to memorise prayers and other religious
works. This was done by a mixture of ideographic
and phonetic characters, by means of zedus. To
express the words, “I confess,” they depicted an
Indian kneeling at the feet of a monk ; for Almighty
God they depicted three crowned heads, representing
the Trinity; for the Virgin Mary, a bust of a woman
holding a child; for St. Peter and St. Paul, two
crowned heads, with keys and a sword. The pater-
noster also was represented by the homophones
nearest to the Latin words in their own language,
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The primitive Chinese, the Egyptian, and the
Assyrian cuneiform all exhibit this method of transi-
tion from the ideographic to the phonographic stage
by means of zebus.

In the cuneiform, the vestiges of rebus are
numerous and play a considerable 7dze.

For example, the sign for hand (imid) used tropi-
cally, by a natural transition for the notion of taking,
was used also for the word “ country” (mada) and the
verb “to go” (mida) by reason of the similarity of sound.

So also, for the same reason, in Egyptian the
alabastrum (hen) served to represent ideas as widely
different as holiness, majesty and slave. The complex
symbol composed of the sign for heaven with three
vases, signifying “cloud,” corresponds to the word
“tahen,” and is therefore used to mean “brass,” which
is an exact homophone in the same language.

In the Chinese language the state of #edus is
the state at which the development of the language
was arrested; for, from the fact that the language
is monosyllabic, the syllabic stage is identical with
that of »ebus., The number of syllables in the Chinese
language is 450, which by variations of accents can be
made to express 1203 sounds only,

It must necessarily follow, therefore, that there are a
great number of homophones or words of the same
sound, which has led to the formation of 215 keys or
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determinatives which take the place of the gestures used
in the spoken language, The phonetic part, therefore,
of the Chinese language is produced by means of
rebus, since it is composed of characters which were
originally purely ideographic.*

But the Accadian and Egyptian languages being
polysyllabic, an intermediate step was necessary
between rebus and the syllable. This was a system
of acrology, by which a sign representing a word,
was used also for the first syllable, as from “annap”
(star), the same sign served to represent the syllable
“an.” The sign representing the ear, pronounced
“p1l,” was used for the syllable “pz” that representing
a fish (“ckal”) for the syllable “cka,” etc,, and the
same process is observable in numberless instances in
the Eg)?ptian; but while the Assyrians never passed
beyond the syllabic stage, the Egyptians took the
further step of separating consonant and vowel, by
giving the sound of the first letter only, in the name
of the object to the sign which represented it,
thus forming a true alphabet, Not alone by the
invention of an alphabet did the Egyptians facilitate
writing ; but also by the modification of the hiero-
glyphic into the hieratic and demotic forms, they
arrived at a conventional system of writing similar to
those in use at the present day.

* ¢ Essai sur la Propagation de PAlphabet Phénicien,” par
F. Lenormant.



CHAPTER IX
EGYPTIAN WRITING

WE have never had, in any preceding age, such a
splendid opportunity as we have to-day of tracing the
history of culture back to its very beginnings, for true
it is, that we now have such light on the very dawn
of religion and civilization as could not have been
dreamed of as possible a century ago. For the study
of archazology was then in its extreme infancy. It
was just over a century ago that the key to the
decipherment of the Egyptian Hieroglyphics came
into possession of the British. It was found in 1798
by a French Officer of Artillery, named Boussard,
among the ruins of Fort St. Julien at the Rosetta
mouth of the Nile. In 1801 it passed into the posses-
sion of the British, and it was sent to England in
February, 1802, and finally deposited in the British
Museum. The stone was set up as the result of a
Decree passed in the General Council of Egyptian
priests assembled at Memphis, to celebrate the first
commemoration of the Coronation of Ptolemy V,,
Epiphanes, King of all Egypt (B.C. 196).

The decree was engraved in the writing of the
priests (hieroglyphic), in the writing of the people

—_— b2 -
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(demotic), and also in Greek uncials, and was placed
in every temple of the first, second, and third class
by the side of the image of the king.

The Greek text of the Rosetta Stone was first
translated by Du Theil and Weston in 1802. Akerblad
succeeded in making out the meaning of several lines
of the demotic text, and Young and Champollion
(1819-22) succeeded in educing an alphabet of Egyp-
tian hieroglyphics, which enables, with the aid of
Coptic, the inscriptions to be deciphered and trans-
lated with remarkable accuracy. '

The hieroglyphics were, however, not only engraved
on stone, but were also written on papyrus. The
writing materials consisted of reed-pens, palette, ink
and inkpot. Papyrus was made from the stem of the
“ Cyperus Papyrus,” which grew in the marshes and
pools near the Nile, It is not now cultivated in
E gypt, but is still found in the Stidan, growing to a
héight of as much as twenty-five feet,

A sheet of papyrus was made by cutting a stem
of the plant into thin strips, which were laid side by
side perpendicularly, and upon these another set of
strips was laid horizontally, a thin solution of gum
or paste was run in between them, after which the
sheet was pressed and dried.

These were often of great length. The longest in
the British Museum is one hundred and thirty-five
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feet long by one foot five inches wide, and the cele-
brated Papyrus of Ani, enlarged facsimiles of which
adorn the walls of the British Museum, measures
seventy-eight by one and a quarter feet.

The palette was of wood, from eight to sixteen inches
long, with a groove in which the writing reeds were
placed and hollows to hold cakes of ink or paint,
generally black and red. Besides papyrus, scribes
frequently used slices of white limestone, or boards
plastered with lime,

After the Twenty-sixth Dynasty the pen used was
an ordinary reed, cut like a quill-pen, In the Ptolemaic
Period, pieces of broken earthenware vessels, or pot-
sherds, commonly known as ostraka, were much used
for writing receipts, school exercises, prayers, extracts
from the Scriptures, letférs, lists and business docu-
ments in general,



CHAPTER X

EGYPTIAN HIEROGLYPHICS AND
ALPHABETIC ORIGINS

IN the present state of our knowledge of the subject
of alphabetical origins it is impossible to hold any
longer to M. De Rougé’s theory of the derivation of
the Pheenician from the Egyptian Alphabet. Each fresh
discovery has conspired to overthrow it. It has arrayed
.against it such weighty names as those of Dr, Evans and
Professor Flinders Petrie, besides a host of minor
witnesses. For, as Dr. Evans remarks, “the great
principle of acrophony, by which, instead of a sign being
taken as a word or syllable, it stood for the initial letter,
is made the sole basis of the Pheenician Alphabet. This
great step in the evolution of writing was already partly
anticipated in the Egyptian hieroglyphic series, where
some alphabetical signs occur. Hence De Rougé’s

attempt to derive the Phoeenician letters from the
Egyptian proto-types. By an eclectic process he sought
these in certain hieratic forms of a much earlier period,
making the Pheenicians re-name their letters according to
a fancy system.” “The old simple theory of Gesenius
and his followers, that the Pheenician letters were derived

from the pictorial objects suggested by their names,
~ 65 =— F
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seems on the face of it more natural than the artificial
theory of De Rougé” and the Phcenician letters
do not agree with the Egyptian in a single instance,
and the oldest monuments of the Phcenician Alphabet
were found, not in Egypt, but in Palestine and Assyria,
such as the Stele of Mesha and the Nimroud Lion
Weights.

But the discoveries of Professor Petrie at Abydos
have thrown still further light on this difficult but enter-
taining problem. He affirms that symbols, closely
resembling the alphabetical characters, are found to have
co-existed in Egypt even before the First Dynasty of
Egyptian Kings known to history, and that the usage
of such forms from B.C. 6000 to B.C. 1200, or later, shows
that we have to deal with a definite system, and it is
impossible to separate those used in Egypt from the
similar forms used in other lands connected with Egypt
from 800 B.C. down to later times. We may find many
of these also in the Cretan inscriptions long before 800
B.C.,, and the Mycenean script, which in many of its
forms corresponds to the marks on Egyptian pottery,
antedating even the First Dynasty, is as old as the
hieroglyphic writing, if not older. The symbols of the
alphabet, therefore, were in existence thousands of
years before the date of the Moabite stone and the
bowl of Baal-Lebanon.

Professor Petrie’s view of the non-hieroglyphic origin



— 67 —

of the Phcenician Alphabet is now shared by many
others. He concludes that out of a large body of
symbols in use from pre-historic times around the
. shores of the Mediterranean, the Pheenicians specialised
as alphabetic signs those which they had utilised as
numerals, and this specialisation was the starting-point
of the alphabet as we know it. The use of numerals
would soon render these signs as invariable as our
own numbers, and force the use of them on all
countries with which the Phcenicians traded. Hence
before long these signs drove out of use all others,
except in the less changed civilizations of Asia Minor
and Spain.

But this theory does not account in any way for
the names of the letters, which names certainly have
reference to a hieroglyphic origin.

But we have no proof whatever that these names
were 9f Pheenician origin, and they were probably
adopted from some other Semitic alphabet, and as the
meaning of nearly all the names of the letters can
readily be traced in Hebrew, it seems most likely that
the names were adopted from the square alphabet,
which was used side by side with the Phceenician for
centuries, the former for sacred purposes, the latter
- for ordinary secular purposes.

If we adopt Professor Petrie’s view of the origin of
the Pheenician Alphabet, we can look with the same






CHAPTER XI
THE PROTO-ALPHABET

THE following table will illustrate how the Alphabet
may have had a numerical origin as suggested by
Professor Petrie. A comparison of the Greek (800

B.C.) with that of Baal Lebanon (goo B.C.) will
demonstrate the derivation of the Greek alphabetical
signs from the Phcenician, and it is from this also
that our modern alphabet, which we call “Roman,”
is derived. And so we are to-day in the enjoyment
of the use of the most perfect instrument for the
preservation of thought and its conveyance to future
generations that can be conceived.

And as with the alphabet, so with every advance
which the Ancients made in culture, we see that
they bequeathed it to the leading nations of the
Middle Ages, who have, in turn, handed it down to
us, who are thus the privileged Heirs of all the
Ages,
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CHAPTER XII

THE HEBREW  ALPHABETS
INTRODUCTION

THE primary instrument in the civilization of the
nations of Europe has been the Bible. The language
in which the earliest portions of our Bible has been
handed down to us is the Hebrew language and script.

The Hebrew Bible, as we now know it, is written
in what is called the Square Character.

The Higher Criticism has endeavoured to show
that this character is comparatively modern, and that
it was not known in the time of Moses, or even
before the Babylonian captivity, and that therefore
the Scriptures could not have been written in this
script, but that the Phcenician Alphabet was used
for this purpose. The object of our study of the
Hebrew Alphabet in the following chapters is to
demonstrate the antiquity, as well as the sacred
character of the Hebrew Alphabet, and the proba-
" bility of its derivation from an original pictorial script,
and not from the Phceenician as it was generally
supposed to be. This has a direct bearing upon
the authenticity of the Grand Old Book which is
so dear to the Christian heart,
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CHAPTER XIII

THE HISTORY OF THE HEBREW
ALPHABETS

THE theory of M. de Rougé of the derivation of the
Pheenician ' from the Egyptian alphabet,* though
accepted by some archaologists, does not appear to
rest on any certain foundation.

There are two weighty objections against it which
only the strongest evidence of resemblance could
possibly overthrow : (1) the Egyptian letters represent
objects, the names of which begin with these letters ;
similarly the Phcenician had names indicating an
origin from a hieroglyphic system on the same
principle of acrophony. If the Pheenician letters were
derived from the Egyptian these names would describe
the original signs, This, however, is not the case in
a single instance. A/lep/ signifies an ox; Beth, a house,
and so on to the end; (2) the oldest monuments of
the Phcenician alphabet were found, not in Egypt,
but in Palestine and Assyria, such as the stele of
Mesha and the Nimroud Lion weights.t

* Vide Deecke, Der Ursprung der kyprischen Sylbenschift.
T The Royal Tombs of the First Dynasty, Vol. 1., 1900,



The discoveries of Professor Petrie at Abydos have
furnished us with a still more perfect refutation of
the De Rougé theory.

Symbols closely resembling the alphabetical
characters are found to have co-existed in Egypt
even before the First Dynasty of Egyptian kings known
to history, and the usage of such forms from 6000 B.C.
to 1200 B.C. or later, shows that we have to deal with
a definite system, and it seems impossible to separate
those used in Egypt from the similar forms found in
other lands connected with Egypt from 800 B.C. down
to later times. We may find many of these also in
the Cretan inscriptions before 800 B.C. Professor
Petrie concludes that the Phcenicians specialized as
alphabetic signs those which had been wused as
numerals, out of a large body of symbols which had
been in use from prehistoric times around the shores
of the Mediterranean, and this specialization, he
thinks, was the starting-point of the alphabet as we
now know it.

But this theory of a numerical origin of the
Pheenician alphabet does not in any way explain the
names of the Hebrew letters. These names, the
meanings of nearly all of which can be found in any
Hebrew lexicon, certainly indicate a hieroglyphic
origin with which the forms of the Hebrew square
alphabet are much more closely allied than are the
Phcenician.



For example, the Hebrew BetZ is much more like
a house than the corresponding Phceenician letter, and
while the Gimel of the Siloam inscription bears no
resemblance to a camel, the hieroglyphic camel can
easily be traced by closing up the letters of the
Hebrew word 919) Gémel. Nun final also bears more
resemblance to a fish than the »xz of Baal Lebanon,
and Pe is more like a mouth than the Siloam letter,
and the Hebrew S#kiz represents teeth better than
the Pheenician letter.

Professor Petrie’s evidence is just as much against
an Assyrian as an Egyptian derivation for the
Phcenician alphabet,* for he remarks that: “There
is no evidence whatever that the Phcenician alphabet
was of Assyrian origin, and such evidence, if dis-
covered, must carry back the Phcenician alphabet
thousands of years earlier than any date which can
at present be established for its existence.” T

The Hebrew square character, which is said to be
of Chaldean origin, differs very considerably from the
Samaritan (Proc. Soc. Bib. Awch., May, 1897, Plate
II.); so much so that it seems clear that they are
two distinct alphabets, and that the one is not, as
some  might suppose, a development of the other.
On the other hand it seems just as certain that all

* Proc. Soc. Bib. Arch., Vol. XX., p. 216.
t The Royal Tombs of the First Dynasty, Vol. l., 1900.



the rest of the alphabets given with Mr. Pilcher’s
excellent monograph on “The Date of the Siloam
Inscription” (Proc. Secc. Bib. Awch., May, 1897) are
developments of the Phcenician alphabet. So that
we must separate, in our minds, the Phcenician
alphabet from the Hebrew square character, The
latter has been said (without any sort of proof) to be
a comparatively modern alphabet. But at the present
moment we have no reason to believe that it is of
later origin than the Phcenician. It is certain that
it approaches more nearly than the Phcenician to
those hieroglyphic forms which are suggested by the
names of the letters, which might be taken as an
argument for greater age. It has been asserted that
the greater part of the Jewish Scriptures must have
been written in the alphabet seen on the Moabite
stone and in the Siloam tunnel. But of this we have
no proof; on the contrary, the Nash Papyrus, which
is said to be “the oldest known fragment of any
biblical text” (Proc. Soc. Bib. Awch., January, 1903),
is still in the Hebrew square character, I would
suggest, therefore, that this character was always used
for the sacred writings, while the Phcenician was used
for inscriptions on stone, seals, and coins. Thus the
Hebrews would have at the same time a sacred script
(correspondihg to the Hieratic), and a secular (corre-

sponding to the Demotic).
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(1) In our consideration of the hieroglyphic

meaning of each separate symbol we find that the
first letter of a word is often used as a determinative
"' prefix, So we obtain the meaning of the letters
Aleph-Beth — “ father,” as man of the house. It is
interesting to compare Alepi with the Demotic sign
for “man,” and with the cuneiform, and also with the
Egyptian hieroglyphic.

We may further note that all the Hebrew words for
“man” begin with Alepk, as Adam, Enosh, and Ish.*

The use of this symbol is further illustrated in such
words as Abad = “lost,” which is signified by the
pictures of a man (Alp’) outside the house (Betk),
with closed door (Dalet). So likewise Bad = a house
(Betk) with closed door (Dalett) 51gn1ﬁes . solltary,

. Q L"
alone

- —GIMEL er Eleodd) il
(2) The figure of the camel is most interesting,

being formed of the word itself, wviz, Gimel— or }’
Gamal—written 1), in which it is easy to dlscern VL ]
the hieroglyph Camel |
(3) The G is the symbol of the camel itself, from the
height of which-ahimal is derived the idea of loftiness,

* Aleph is writfen in Enosh and Ish although not pro-
nounced, and also in Eloah and Elohim = God. It denotes
awe, majesty, and ownership, as in Adon = master, from which is
derived, Adonai=Lord.
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