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PREFACE

The pace of change in our personal and business lives
continues to accelerate at an ever increasing rate.
Accordingly, it is necessary to periodically update
information in a long-running reference such as Handbook
for Vegetable Growers. Our goal in this revision is to provide
up-to-date information on vegetable crops for growers,
students, extension personnel, crop consultants, and all
those concerned with commercial production and marketing
of vegetables.

Where possible, information in the Fourth Edition has
been updated or replaced with current information. New
technical information has been added on World Vegetable
Production, Best Management Practices, Organic Crop
Production, Food Safety, Pesticide Safety, Postharvest
Diseases, and Minimally Processed Vegetables. The Internet
has become a valuable source of information since 1997.
Hundreds of websites relating to vegetables are included in
this edition and are available online at www.wiley.com/
college/Knotts.

We are grateful to our colleagues who have provided
materials, reviewed portions of the manuscript, and
encouraged us in this revision. We especially acknowledge
the assistance of Brian Benson, California Asparagus Seed
and Transplants, Inc.; George Boyhan, University of Georgia;



Wallace Chasson, Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services; Steve Grattan, University of California;
Tim Hartz, University of California; Richard Hassell,
Clemson University; Larry Hollar, Hollar and Company;
Adel Kader, University of California; Tom Moore, Harris-
Moran Seed Co.; Stu Pettygrove, University of California;
Steven Sargent, University of Florida; Pieter Vandenberg,
Seminis Vegetable Seeds; and Jim Watkins, Nunhems USA.

We appreciate the outstanding assistance provided by
Wiley editor Jim Harper, Senior Production Editor Millie
Torres, and the attention to details and good humor in the
preparation of this manuscript by Gail Maynard.

We hope that Handbook for Vegetable Growers will
continue to be the timely and useful reference for those with
interest in vegetable crops envisioned by Dr. J. E. Knott
when it was first published in 1956. James E. Knott (1897—
1977) was a Massachusetts native. He earned a B.S. degree
at Rhode Island State College and an M.S. and Ph.D. at
Cornell University. After distinguished faculty and
administrative service at Pennsylvania State College and
Cornell University he moved to the University of California,
Davis, where he was administrator of the Vegetable Crops
Department from 1940 to 1964. The department grew in
numbers and stature to be one of the world’s best vegetable
centers. Dr. Knott was president of the American Society for
Horticultural Science in 1948 and was made a Fellow in
1965.

Oscar A. Lorenz (1914-1994), senior author of the Second
Edition (1980) and the Third Edition (1988) of Handbook for
Vegetable Growers, was a native of Colorado. He earned a
B.S. degree from Colorado State College and a Ph.D. from
Cornell University before joining the University of
California, Davis faculty in 1941. For the next 41 years he
was an esteemed scientist and administrator at both the
Riverside and Davis campuses. His research on vegetable

Xiv



crops nutrition was the first to establish the relationship
between soil fertility, leaf nutrient composition, and yield.
This concept has been used successfully by growers
throughout the world. Oscar was recognized as a Fellow of
the American Society for Horticultural Science and of the
American Society of Agronomy and Soil Science Society of
America, and received numerous industry awards. He was a
friend to all and a personal mentor to me. (DNM)

DONALD N. MAYNARD
GEORGE J. HOCHMUTH
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