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Introduction 

The inception of the voyage of the Beagle, 1831-1836 

In February 1830, Captain Robert fitzRoy RN, newly appointed to 
command HMS Beagle, was engaged on a survey of the western pari of 
Tierra del Fuego in the neighbourhood of the Gilbert Islands. One of the 
principal obstacles that he encountered in carrying oul his allotted task 
was the incorrigible tendency of the local inhabitants to steal anything on 
which they could lay their hands. including most exasperatingly the 
ship's whale-boat. In an attempt to curb their thieving. he captured 
several of them as hostages. but this move failed to achieve its purpose. 
because the Fuegians preferred the retention of their booty to the release 
of their comrades. Thus it was that FitzRoy took on board the Beagle the 
Fuegians who were named Fuegia Basket. Boat Memory and York Min­
ster. add ing later the boy ]emmy Button, pu rchased for the price of a 
mother-of-pea rl button in the Murray Narrow. further to the east. Becom­
ing deeply interested in their welfare. FitzRoy then conceived the notion 
of taking them back to England to be educated for a while, and later 
returning them to Tierra del Fuego to pass on the benefits of civilization to 
their people. 

In October 1830 the Beagle and Advetlture arrived back in England. and 
FitzRoy set out to put his ideas into effect. Boat Memory died soon 
afterwards of smallpox. but with the aid of the Vicar of Walthamstow the 
other three began their schooling in English. In the summer of 1831, 
FitzRoy was summoned to present his Fuegians to the King and Queen, 
who expressed their gracious approval of his plans for them. However. 
the Lords of the Admiralty were, perhaps predictably, less than sym­
pathetic with the proposal that the navy should undertake the responsi­
bility of repatriating the three Fuegians, and FitzRoy was obliged to ask 
for twelve months' leave of absence so that he could charter a boat at his 
own expense in order to return them to their native land . This leave was 
duly granted, but in the end did not have to be taken, because fitzRoy's 
influential relatives were able to prevail on the Admiralty to reappoint 
him to the command of the 8ti2gIe, thus enabling him to combine his 
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somewha t eccentric scheme with the more readily acceptable objective of 
completing the survey of the coast of South America. 

In writing his daily journal for 24 January 1&30, and concerned at 
finding substantial compass variations in the neighbourhood of the Fury 
and Magill Islands in the western part of Tierra del Fuego, FitzRoy had 
recorded : 

There may be metal in many of the Fuegian mountains, and I 
much regret that no person in the vessel was skilled in mineral­
ogy, or at all acquainted with geology. It is a pity that so good an 
opportunity of ascertaining the nature of the rocks and earths of 
these regions should have been almost lost. I could not avoid 
often thinking of the talent and experience required for such 
scientific resea rches, of which we were wholly destitute; and 
inwardly resolving that if ever I left England again on a simila r 
expedition, I wou ld endeavour to ca rry out a person qua lified to 
examine the land; while the officers, and myself would attend to 
hydrography.l 

When the Beagle was recommissioned in 1831, FitzRoy followed up this 
resolution by proposing to the Hydrographer of the Navy, Captain 
Francis Beaufort, 'that some well-educated and scientific person shou ld 
be sought for who wou ld willingly sha re such accommodation as I had to 
offer, in order to profit by the opportunity of visiting distant countries yet 
little known'. 2 

Captain Beaufort proceeded to consult a friend, George Peacock of 
Trinity College, Cambridge, for the name of an appropriate candidate, 
and the post was first offered by Peacock to the Rev. Leonard Jenyns, 
Vica r of Swaffham Bulbeck. However, Jenyns felt unable to desert his 
parish, and Peacock therefore turned for further advice to Professor John 
Stevens Henslow, Professor of Botany and previously of Mineralogy in 
the University, a leading light in its scientific life who kept open house 
where undergr.lduates and senior members could mix. One such under­
graduate was Charles Da rwin, who through his passionate interest in 
beetle-collecting had become a dose friend of Henslow's, and was known 
in university circles as 'the man who walks with Henslow' .) Dan-vin had 
recently been persuaded by Henslow to remedy at the hands of Professor 
Adam Sedgwick the distaste for geology which he had acqui red th rough 
the dullness of the lectures in the subject that he had previously attended 
at Edinburgh University, and was at the time accompanying Sedgwick on 
a brief geological field trip to North Wales. 
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So it came about through this somewhat haphazard chain of events that 
CD found awaiting him at home on 29 August 1831 the fateful letters from 
Peacock and Henslow suggesting that he should accompany FitzRoy as 
the Beagle's naturalist and geologist. His immediate reaction was to accept 
the offer, but his father felt that it would be 'a useless undertaking' most 
unsuitable to his chosen profession as a clergyman. However, Robert 
Darwin qualified his opposition by adding, as CD recorded in his 
Autobiography, 'If you can find any man of common sense, who advises 
you to go, I will give my consent'. The following day, CD rode over to visit 
his Wedgwoodcousins at Maer, and found a strong supporter in his uncle 
and future father-in-law Josiah Wedgwood II, who at once provided a 
detailed list of arguments setting Robert's misgivings at rest. Paternal 
opposition was gracefully withdrawn, and on 1 September 1831 CD wrote 
to Captain Beaufort 'with my acceptance of the offer of going with Capt. 
FitzRoy'.4 

The Beagle Diary 

Once installed on board the Beagle, CD embarked on the manuscript 
recording his daily activities throughout the voyage of which this volume 
is a transcript. He generally referred to it as his 'Journal', but it will be 
entitled here The Beagle DMry, in order to avoid confusion with the 
publications for which it eventually provided the principal source of 
material. The text has previously been transcribed and edited by Nora 
Barlow, and appeared as Charles Darwin's Diary of the Voyage of H.M.S. 
'Beaglt',S the first of her many notable contributions to Darwin scholar­
ship. This new version corrects a small number of unimportant errors in 
the earlier edition, and endeavours to conform with the standards of 
preserving the original punctuation and spelling that have been set by the 
editors of Tile Correspondence of Charles Darwin.bln order to prepare it, I 
have mainly used the excellent facsimile of the manuscript that was 
produced by Genesis Publications in 1979,7 with reference to the original 
al Down House in order to check up on certain points of detaiL 

The manuscript was written throughout in ink on gatherings of paper 
making pages 20 by 25 cm in size,8 faintly lined and with a red marginal 
line. An impressive feature is the manner in which the lay-out adopted by 
CD for the first entry dated 24 October 1831 was retained almost 
unchanged through 751 written pages to the final one of 7 November 
1836. Each entry opens with the day of the month, and for the first fresh 
entry on a new page the month itself is given as well. The year and place 
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appear at the top of the page as running headings. A similar lay-out has 
been retained in the transcript, except that the month isshownonly when 
it changes, and appears instead in the running heading. For the first few 
months, Mondays are often indicated, and later some but not all Sundays. 
The pages are numbered top left, and this original pagination is indicated. 
throughout the transcript between vertical lines. Between pp. 15 and 109 
of the manuscript, CD has written only on the odd-numbered pages, 
while on what should be p. 554 he has mistakenly put 534 and continued 
without correcting his mistake. As a result, the total number of pages of 
writing is 751 rather than the figure of 779 shown on the final page. His 
handwriting is almost invariably dear and legible, and despite his com­
plaints (see p. xvii) about the difficulty of composing such a narrative, 
there are astonishingly few revisions to the sentences tha t would appear 
to have been made at the actual time of writing, and thus with no cha nge 
in ink or pen. The majority of the corrections to the manuscript were 
evidently made at a later stage, when sections of it were being prepared 
for publication. 

The diary was normally written up only during periods spent on board 
the Beagle, or in a house on shore, and did not accompany CD on most of 
his excursions inland. Hence although the text always reads as though it 
was written within a short while of the events described, there are several 
instances on the occasions of his long journeys on horseback in Patagonia 
and Chile where many weeks elapsed before the diary could be brought 
up to dale. This is proved by references at several points to occurrences 
that actually took place long after the dale of the entry. Thus in the entry 
for 40 September 1833 he refers to the finding of a horse's tooth at St Fe 
Bajada, which he did not in fact visit until 10 October, five weeks later. 
Between the entries for 30 December 1835 and 12 January 1&36 there is a 
note dated. February in brackets, suggesting that once again he was 
catching up with his writing after a gap of a month or more. And there is 
an even longer gap of some three and a half months between the occasion 
on 26 March 1835 where he describes being bitten by the Benchuca bug at 
a village near Mendoza and then mentions 'one which I caught at Iquiqui', 
and the Beagle's actual arrival at Iquique on 13 July 1835. 

While CD was travelling on shore, he kept brief pencil notes in a series 
of pocket books of which eighteen concerned mainly with details of his 
travels together with general field notes on geology and natural his tory 
are preserved at Down House, except for one that has been lost but was 
microfilmed in the 1970s.' Extracts from some of them were published. by 
Nora Barlow in CluJrles Darwin and the Voyageoftll£ Beagle.1oForsomeofhis 
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early excursions, the pocket book entries are full of detail. and as in the 
example quoted in footnote 2 for 8 April 1832, did not require much 
elaboration when written up for the diary. During the following two 
months when he lived at Botafogo, he wrote very little in his pocket book, 
and presumably recorded his activities immediately in the diary. Later 
pocket book entries vary in the fullness with which place names and other 
minutiae were recorded, and particularly for the last and longest of his 
South American expeditions from Valparaiso to Copiap6 between 27 
April and 4 July 1835, CD appears to have relied on his memory to a 
considerable extent when producing the account for each successive day 
in the diary. 

The writing of the diary did not at first come easily. On 2 April 1832 CD 
wrote to Caroline Danvin: 

I am looking fonvard with great interest for letters, but with very 
little pleasure to answering them. - It is very odd, what a 
difficult job I find this same writing letters to be. - r suppose it is 
partly owing to my writing everything in my journal: but chiefly 
to the number of subjects; which is so bewildering that r am 
generally at a loss either how to begin or end a sentence. And this 
all hands must allow to be an objection._ll 

Three weeks later, he told her: 
r send in a packet, my commonplaceJournai. - I have taken a fit 
of disgust with it & want to get it out of my Sight, any of you that 
like may read it. -a great deal is absolutely childish : Remember 
however this, that it is written solely to make me remember this 
voyage, & that it is not a record of facts but of my thoughts.-& 
in excuse recollect how tired I generally am when writing it.­
... Be sure you mention the receiving of my journal, as anyhow 
to me it will [be] of considerable future interest as it [is] an exact 
record of all my first impressions, & such a set of vivid ones they 
have been, must make this period of my life always one of 
interest to myself.- If you speak quite sincerely,- I should be 
glad to have your criticisms. Only recollect the above mentioned 
apologies. _12 

The first response came from Catherine Danvin on 2S July 1832, when 
she wrote encouragingly: 

I cannot tell you how interesting and entertaining we find your 
letters and Journal, and what great joy it gives all the house 
when we have such happy accounts of you in every way. If 
you wish to have my Criticisms, I must say I think your descrip-
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tions most excellent, and gave me most lively pleasure in reading 
them . . Susan read the Journal aloud to Papa, who was 
interested, and liked it very much. They want to see it at Maer, 
but we do not know whether you wou ld choose that, and must 
wait till we hear from you, whether we mayor not. It shall be 
kept most carefully for you. _ J) 

On 5 July 1832 CD wrote to Catherine Darwin: 'My journal is going on 
better, but I find it inconvenient having sent the first first part home on 
account of dates_ d4 On 3 November 1832 he reported to Caroline 
Darwin: 

Although my letters do not tell much of my proceedings I 
continue steadily writing the journal; in proof of which the 
number on the page now is 250. - ... I am glad the journal 
arrived safe; as for showing it, I leave that entirely in your 
hands. - I suspect the first part is abominaly childish, if so do 
not send it to Maer. - Also, do not send it by the Coach, (it may 
appear ridiculous to you) but I would as soon loose a piece of my 
memory as it.- I feel it is of such consequence to my preserving 
a just recollection of the d ifferent places we visit. - When I get 
another opportunity I will send some more. _15 

Writing again to Catherine from Maldonado on 14 July 1833, CD 
notified her that he had sent home another instalment (apparently the 
second) of his diary, but added: 'The journal latterly has not been 
flourishing, for there is nothing to write about in these well-known­
uninteresting countries. _,J(, Caroline Darwin responded on 28 October 
1833 with the criticism for which he had asked, when she wrote: 

I am very doubtful whether it is not pert in me to criticize, using 
merely my own judgement, for no one else of the fam ily have yet 
read this last part -but lwill say just what I think-I mean as to 
your style. I thought in the first part (of this last journal) that you 
had, probably from reading so much of Humboldt, got his 
phraseology &: occasionly made use of the kind of flowery french 
expressions which he uses, instead of your own simple straight 
forward &: far more agreeable style. I have no doubt you have 
without perceiving it got to embody your ideas in his poetical 
language & from his being a foreigner it does not sound 
unnatu ral in him- Remember, this criticism only applies to 
parts of your journal. the greatest part I liked exceedingly & 
could find no fault, &: all of it I had the greatest pleasure in 
reading.- 17 
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The other comments from his sisters were uniformly complimentary, 
except that Susan found fault with his spelling. 18 

Writing to Catherine Darwin in July 1834, CD replied: 
I am much pleased to hear my Father likes my Journal: as is easy 
to be seen I have taken too little pains with it.- My geological 
notes &: descriptions of animals I treat with far more attention: 
from knowing SO little of Natural History, when I left England, I 
am constantly in doubt whether these will have any value. - . 
Thank Granny for her purse &: tell her I plead guilty to some of 
her [spelling corrections), but the others are certainly only 
accidental errors. - Moreover I am much obliged for Carolines 
criticisms (see how good I am becoming!) they are perfectly just, 
1 even felt awa re of the faults she points out, when writing my 
joumal.- 19 

Setting aside his misgivings, however, CD continued to keep his diary 
up to date with meticulous care and attention to detail. There were few 
significant references to it in his correspondence with his sisters until on 
29 April 1836, when the number on the page had reached 725, he wrote to 
Caroline Darwin from Mauritius: 

Whilst we are at sea, &: the weather is fine, my time passes 
smoothly, because I am very busy . My occupation consists in 
rearranging old geological notes: the rearrangement generally 
consists in totally rewriting them. I am just now beginning to 
discover the difficulty of expressing one's ideas on paper. As 
long as it consists solely of description it is pretty easy; but where 
reasoning comes into play, to make a proper connection, a 
dearness &: a moderate fluency, is to me, as I have said, a 
difficulty of which I had no idea. - 1 am in high spirits about my 
geology.-&: even aspire' to the hope that my observations will 
be considered of some utility by real geologists ... The Captain 
is daily becoming a happier man, he now looks forward with 
cheerfulness to the work which is before him. He, like myself. is 
busy all day in writing, but instead of geology, it is the account 
of the Voyage. I sometimes fear his 'Book' win be rather diffuse, 
but in most other respects it certainly will be good: his style is 
very simple &: excellent. He has proposed to me, to join him in 
publishing the account, that is, for him to have the disposal &: 
arranging of my journal &: to mingle it with his own. Of course I 
have said I am perfectly willing, if he wants materials; or thinks 
the chit-chat details of my journal are any ways worth publish-
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ing. He has read over the part Ihaveonboard,&likesit.-1 shall 
be anxious to hear your opinions, for it is a most dangerous task, 
in these days, to publish accounts of pa rts of the world which 
have so frequently been visited. It is a rare piece of good fortune 
for me, that of the many errant (in ships) Naturalists, there have 
been few or rather no geologists. J shall enter the field unop­
posed. - I assure you I look forward with no little anxiety to the 
time when Henslow, putting on a grave face, shall decide on the 
merits of my notes. If he shakes his head in a disapproving 
manner: 1 shall then know that I had better at once give up 
science, for science will have given up me. - For I have worked 
with every grain of energy I possess . _ 20 

The publication of the Journal of Researches 

Once back in England, CD's immediate concern was to place his collec­
tions of specimens in expert hands for classification, but this done he 
turned to the question of the publication of his diary. On 7 December 1836 
he wrote to Caroline Darwin from London: 

My plans have, since being here, become more perplexed, with 
respect to the Journal part. I am becoming rather inclined to the 
plan of mixing up long passages with Capt FitzRoy. IY Holland 
looked over a few pages, and evidently thought that it would not 
be worth while to publish it alone, as it would be partly going 
over the same ground with theCaptain . The little D' talked much 
good sense, and, what was far more s urprising much sincerity. I 
shall go on with the geology and let the journal take care of 
itself.21 

However, members of CD's fami ly were unhappy both with Dr Holland's 
judgement and with FitzRoy's suggestion of joint authorship. On 17 
December 1836 Emma Wedgwood. CD's future wife, w rote to Fanny 
Wedgwood, her sister-in-law: 

Catherine tells me they are very anxious to have your and 
Hensleigh's real opinion of Charles's journal. I am convinced Dr 
Holland is mistaken if he thinks it not worth publishing. I don't 
believe he is any judge as to what is amusing or interesting. 
Cath. does not approve of its being mixed up with Capt. 
FitzRoy's, and wants it to be put altogether by itself in an 
Appendix.22 
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This view was reinforced when Hensleigh Wedgwood wrote to CD three 
days later: 

In short there is more variety and a greater number of interesti ng 
portions than in 99.100,1 .. of the travels that are published. I 
should not have the least doubt of it's success & I think the less it 
is mixed up with the Captains the better. IfD' Holland read your 
journey from the Rio Negro & thought it would not do for 
publication it only affects my opin ion of his taste & not the least 
in the world the merits of the thing itself. I liked your account of 
Keeling island, but your theory of the lagoon islands seemed to 
us not quite clearly enough explained.23 

The matter was quickly settled when FitzRoy himself wrote to CD on 30 
December 1836: 'While in London a few days since I consu lted M~ 
Broderip about Capt King's10umal. He recommended a joint publication 
such as is sketched in the accompanying paper. One volume might be for 
King-another for you-and a third forme. The profits ifony, to be divided 
into three equal portions. - What think you of such a plan?_,24 

CD at once set to work on the preparation of his volume. In August 1837 
he was able to send the first proofs to Henslow for criticism, and on 4 
November he wrote to his mentor: 

If I live till I am eighty yea rs old I shall not cease to marvel a t 
finding myself an author: in the summer, before I started, if 
anyone had told me I should have been an angel by this time, I 
should have thought it an equal improbability. This marvellous 
transformation is all owing to you . - ... I sat the other evening 
gazing in silent admiration at the first page of my own volume, 
when I received it from the printers!25 

In November 1837 difficulties arose when FitzRoy took sudden and quite 
unjustified offence at what he regarded as CD's failure to make proper 
acknowledgement of the help of his shipmates,2t> but this was soon 
resolved, and by the end of February 1838 both CD's and King's volumes 
had been printed, while FitzRoy proceeded more slowly with his own. 21 

On 1 April 1838 CD was able to report to Susan Darwin: 
The Ca ptain is going on very well, - that is for a man who has the 
most consummate skill in looking at everything and every body 
in a perverted manner. - He is 'working very hard at his book, 
which I suppose will really be out in June. I looked over a few 
pages of Captain King's Journal: I was absolutely forced against 
a ll love of truth to tell the Captain that I supposed it was very 
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good, but in honest reality no pudding for little school-boys ever 
was so heavy. - It abounds with Natural H.istory of a very trashy 
nature. - 1 trust the Captain's own volume will be better._28 

August 1839 finally saw the publication under the imprint of Henry 
Colburn of the Narrative of the Surveying Voyages of His Miljesty's Ships 
Adventure and Beagle betWf!erl tire Years 1826 and 1836, describing their 
Examination of the southern S/Iores of Soutlt America, and tlte Beagle's Circum­
navigation of the Globe. Volume I was by Captain King, and Volume II and 
an Appendix by Captain FitzRoy, while Volume III was sub-titled 'Joumal 
and Remarks. 1832-1836. By Charles Darwin, Esq., M.A: In order to 
provide illustrations for Vols. I and II, FitzRoy obtained from Augustus 
Earle and Conrad Martens a series of watercolours of various places 
visited by the Beagle, several of which have been reproduced in Tire Beagle 
Record. These were then engraved by T. Landseer, S. Bull and others, and 
some are reproduced here. Vol ume UI was not illustrated. The demand 
for CD's volume immediately exceeded that for the other two, and before 
the end of the year Colburn brought out a sepa rate second impression 
with the title changed to foumal of Researclles into tlte Geology arrd Natural 
History of tire Countries visited during tlte Voyage of H.M.S. Beagle roulld tlJe 
World, ullder tlJe Command of Capt. FitzRoy, R.N. A third issue appeared in 
1840. In 1845 CD made extensive revisions to the text, and the order of the 
wording of the title was changed to become Journal of Researches into tire 
Natural History and Geology . .. The copyright was sold for £150 to John 
Murray, and it appeared with a dozen illustrations as Vol. XII of his 
Colonial and Home Library. This is the familia r edition of the Joumal of 
Researcltes, which has since been reprinted many times withou t furthe r 
alteration, and has been translated into many languages. Of it, CD wrote: 
'The success of this my first literary child always tickles my vanity more 
than that of any of my other works:29 

In order to arrive at a text su itable fo r publication, CD chose to adhere 
to a geographical rather than a strictly chronological unity, and confined 
to Single chapters his accounts of places such as Tierra del Fuego and the 
Falkland Islands that were visited by the Beagle twice at an interval of a 
year or more. Although many of the entries in the original diary appea red 
in print as they stood, about one third were omitted altogether from the 
published version, and others were somewhat abridged. A considerable 
amount of scientific material was then added, drawn by CD from the 
extensive notes on geology, zoology, ornithology and botany, again 
based on jottings in the little pocket books, that he had entered up 
separately. In the end, only about half of the 182,000 words in the 

«;) CRmbndqe University Press P'~prodlJced With oermission bv Darwin Online 



Introduction 

manuscript diary were incorporated in the /ountal of Researches, the final 
length of which was 223,000 words. The picture given in the present 
volume of CD's share in the voyage of the Beagle hence preserves the 
continuity that he sacrificed to some extent in his better known work, and 
constitutes an account of his daily activities that is matchless in its 
immediacy and vivid descriptiveness. 

Darwin an d Fitz Roy 

In conclusion, something needs to be said here about FitzRoy's motiva­
tion for taking a scientist with him to South America, and about his 
relations during the voyage with the scientist whom he chose as his 
companion, since on both questions unfortunate misconceptions have 
tended sometimes to arise. 

It would surely have been one of the major ironies of scientific history 
had it really been the case, as was claimed by de 8eer,JO Moorehead,l] 
Mellersh32 and others, that FitzRoy'S basic purpose in including a 
naturalist in the complement of the Beagle was to establish the literal truth 
of the account of the Creation given in the first book of Genesis, for the 
ultimate outcome was precisely the reverse. However, as has already 
been seen (see p. xii), FitzRoy'soriginal objective was the strictly practical 
one of having a trained geologist with him, and despite CD's somewhat 
limited experience in this field beforehand, he must have filled this role 
to FitzRoy's satisfaction. Moreover, although there is no doubt that 
FitzRoy was deeply distressed when, long afterwards, his geologist was 
revealed as the champion of evolutionary biology, he was on his own 
showing far from being a confirmed believer in the Bible at the actual 
time of the voyage. In the final chapter of Volume II of the NarratiVf!, he 
wrote: 

While led away by sceptical ideas, and hlowing extremely little of 
the Bible tmy italics I, one of my remarks to a friend, on crossing 
vast plains composed of rolled stones bedded in diluvial detritus 
some hundred feet in depth, was 'this could never have been 
effected bya forty days' flood,' -an expression plainly indicative 
of the tum of mind, and ignorance of Scripture. I was quite 
willing to disbelieve what r thought to be the Mosaic account, 
upon the evidence of a hasty glance, though knowing next to 
nothing of the record I doubted:-and I mention this particu­
larly, because I have conversed with persons fond of geology, 
yet knowing no more of the Bible than I knew at that time.13 
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xxii Introduction 

The friend in question was evidently CD, and the occasion was their 
expedition up the Rio Santa Cruz. 

Elsewhere in the chapter, FitzRoy nevertheless attempted vigorously 
and at inordinate length to reconcile the biblical account of the Flood with 
the geological evidence. To some extent, he did try to face up to the facts, 
as for example when he wrote: 

In crossing the Cordillera of the Andes Mr Darwin found pet+ 
rified trees, embedded in sandstone, six or seven thousand feel 
above the level of the sea: and at twelve or thirteen thousand feel 
above sea+level he found fossil sea-shells, limestone, sandstone, 
and a conglomerate in which were pebbles of 'the rock with 
shells.' Above the sandstone in which the petrified trees were 
found, is 'a great bed, apparently about one thousand feetlhick, 
of black augitic lava; and over this there are at least five grand 
alternations of such rocks, and aqueous sedimentary deposits, 
amounting in thickness to several thousand feet.'34 These won­
derful alternations of the consequences of fire and flood, are, to 
me, indubitable proofs of that tremendous catastrophe which 
alone could have caused them;- of that awful combination of 
waler and volcanic agency which is shadowed forth to our minds 
by the expression 'the fountains of the great deep were broken 
up, and the windows of heaven were opened.,)5 

But many of his other arguments were palpably absurd. These passages 
were, however, written early in 1839, by which time, following his 
marriage soon after the return of the Beagle to England, FitzRoy had 
undergone a religious conversion, and had become a convinced fun­
damentalist. There can be no doubt whatever that he did not hold such 
extreme views when in 1831 he invited CD to sail with him. It was CD 
rather than FitzRoy who afterwards recalled that: 'Whilst on board the 
Beagle I was quite orthodox, and I remember being heartily laughed at by 
several of the officers (though themselves orthodox) for quoting the Bible 
as an unanswerable authority on some point ofm:orality.'36 

Having disposed of the myth that the voyage was punctuated by 
quarrels on this particular issue between CD and his Captain, what of 
their true relations with one another? They can never have been entirely 
smooth, for it is abundantly clear not only that FitzRoy had a somewhat 
violent temper, but also that he had manic-depressive tendencies which 
in the end led to his suicide; and for the two men to have shared extremely 
cramped quarters on board ship for nearly five yea rs in all weathers must 
have imposed exceptional strains. Concluding a dispassionate account of 
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FitzRoy's personal qualities, CD wrote many years later: 'His character 
was in several respects one of the most noble which I have ever known, 
though tarnished by grave blemishes.'3' It wou ld be quite wrong, how­
ever, to paint too black a picture of FitzRoy's faults. There is no indication 
at all of the occurrence of sustained disagreements with him in any of 
CD's letters home nor in this diary, and one cannot read the letters 
exchanged between them during the voyage,J8 without receiving the 
impression that for the bulk of the time they remained on the most cordial 
tenns, with real quarrels that were remarkably few and far between. The 
final word shou ld remain with CD, when on 20 February 1840 he wrote to 
FitzRoy: 

However others may look back to the Beagles voyage, now that 
the small disagreeable parts are well nigh fo rgotten, I think it far 
the most fortunate circumstallC€ in my life that the chance afforded 
by your offer of taking a naturalist fell on me. - I often have the 
most vivid and delightful pictures of what I saw on board pass 
before my eyes. - These recollections & what I learnt in Natural 
History I would not exchange for twice ten thousand a year.39 

I See Narraliw 1: 385. 
2 See Narraliw 2: 18. 

Endnotes to Introduction 

3 See AUIDhiogrophy p.64. 
4 SeeCon-t"Spo"d("u l : 135-6. 
5 Chilr/rs 0lrwr",, '5 Diary of IN Voya~ of H .M .S. '&aglt' . Edited by Nora Barlow. 

CJ.mbridge University Press, 1933. 
6 TM CarrfSPOmlmu of Chl/rlts [l3rwi" , Volume I, 1811- 1836, Cambridge University 

Press,I985. 
7 TM JournIIl of Q VO!fG~ ill H .M .S. Bftfg/t by Chilrlts OIirwi". Genesis Publications, 

Cuildford,I979. 
8 There are 51 gatherings altogether, of which 44consistof8Ieaves(16pa ges),whilethe 

5I'ven othersronsistof I leaf (pp. 1-2), 14 (pp. 3-30), 6(pp. 141-52), 7(pp. J93-4(6), J 
(pp.407-12),16{pp. 584-615)and4(pp.m--84)leaves. 

9 For a complete list of CD's Bftfgu- rerords 51"1' Appendix" in Com-sporul(l1u 1: Sot5-8. 
10 Chilrlts OIirwi"Q"d tht VOyoIgt" of lht Bftfglt. Edited by Nora Barlow. Pilot PrHs, London. 

1945. 
II SeeCorn'Spondmu l : 219. 
12 See Com-spomk"a I: 226-7. 
13 See COTTtSpondtna I: 253 
14 See GJrrtSPII"d, ,,u l : 246-7. 
15 See Cormporultna 1: 276-9. 
16 SeeCom-sp,mdrna l : JI4. 
17 See Cotnspondrnal: 345, 
18 Susan wrote: 'tnere is one part of your JourTlal as your Granny lCD's name for ner] ] 
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xxiv IIttraduction 

sh.Ill tak~ in hoal\d namely IJeV1.>nol bttle ~nvrs in orthography of which I ,hoall tomd you 
. listthoatyoulNlyprofitbymy\«hJrntho· lheworldi5betwHnu,.-~~gors.-

Jcx.e.~n5C .. pt".higt5t 
profd.Clnnabal 
pt"K!ble.qw.rre!! 

See Corrrspc:mJmu 1: 366. 

nght~ingtoMTI!W 

low. l.imUcapr. highesl 
profil~.( .. nnibaJ. peaceable 
qu .. rrel.- I daresaythese~rrors 

areth~effectofhas te, bulu 
your Granny il is my du ty to 
pointthemout.-' 

19 The pa55.1ge from ' tell her ... 'has bt!en deleted in the manu!Kripl with black ink. ~ 
Cormpondrncr 1: 392. 

2OSeeCOfT~pomlm« 1 : 495-(j. 

21~C0fTt'5pomltn« 1:524. 
22 SeeConnpomlm« l :S26. 
23 SHCorr~pomlnlct- l:S30. 

24 SHComspo.ukncr 1:S35. 
25SeeCorr~pomlm« 2:53-4. 

26 SH Corr~pomltnct 2; 57--9. 
27 See COlffSpondm« 2: 75-6. 
28 SeeCOfT~pondmu 2;80- I . 

29 SeeA~tobiogmphyp.116. 
30 Seepp. 22..J in: G.1vin de 8t'er. ChIlrlnOrlru,n. £roiutionbyNaluruISrltftlO1!.Nelson, 

London, I963. 
31 See p. 37in: Alan Moorehead. OrIru'I"lIndlhl-BIrIglr. Hami5h Hllmilton, London, 1969. 
32 See pp. 7J-4 and 175-83 in: H. E. L. Mellersh. Fil:Royo{lhl-BIrIglr. Hart-Oni" London, , .... 
3J SHNllrrAhrr2: 658-9. 
301 Quoted from p. 28 of UITll(I5 from Lrllrrs IIddrtSS(d 10 pro(tsscr HtnSlow by C. Dr"..,,,, 

Esq .• TtfIdIlIIlMml"go{thl-Socirtyanlhl-161ho{NI1l'rmbtT"J8.l5. Printedfordistriburion 
llmong the Members of the Cambridge Philosophic.ll Society, IlJecember 18J5. 

15 See Nllrrutnor 2: 667-8. 
J6 See AulobtOgnrphy p.85. 
37~Aulobtogruphypp.72-6 . 
.J8SeeCorrrsporulrlt(r l;J26,~.406-7. 

39 See Corrrspondmcr 2: 254-6. 
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Note on editorial policy 

As far as possible, my aim has been to adopt the practices laid down and 
explained in full by the editors of The Correspondence of Charles Darwin, 
though I am very conscious that I have nol always achieved the same high 
standards. Thus CD's own spelling, idiosyncratic though it may be for 
certain words -broard, tllroughily, untill, neigl!/xwrhrad, yatch, mOllotomous, 
are some of them - has been retained throughout, even where the mistake 
is a clear slip of the pen. Where there is doubt. and the re is no difficulty in 
deciding what CD's exact intention should have been, for example in the 
case of adding the finals to the plural of a noun, I have generally given him 
the benefit of it. Similarly. where it is hard 10 decide whether a word sta rts 
with a lower case or capilalletter, I have used a capital in the cases of 
proper names and places. His abbreviations appear as nearly as possible 
as they are written, with '&' almost invariably used in place of 'and' 
during the first years of the voyage, but less so in its last few months . In 
other instances where, as Sulloway has shown (see Journal o/tlle History 0/ 
Biology 16: 361-90, 1983), useful information for dating purposes may be 
derived from a systematic study of CD's spelling habits, it should be 
noted that some of his mistakes were evidently put right only after the end 
of the voyage. In such cases I have shown the final corrected spelling, and 
reference has to be made to the original manuscript or the facsimile to see 
what was actually written. 

CD's somewhat erratic punctuation has in the main been respected, 
and I have restored the numerous dashes that were cut out in Nora 
Barlow's edition. However, an awkward problem is raised in this respect 
by the many dots that might e ither be regarded merely as 'pen rests', or 
taken as commas or full stops. I have tried to deal with the frequen t 
uncertainties that thus arise either by omitting these dots, or by showing 
them as appropriate punctuation marks, in accordance with modem 
usage and the sense of the passage concerned. In doing this, my decisions 
have often been rather arbitrary, although in general erring on the side of 
helping the reader. The extracts quoted from the field notes preserved at 
Down House have been treated in the same fas hion. 
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Note on editoriIJl policy xxvii 

In order to avoid confusion with editorial footnotes, some of the 
marginal notes added by CD himself have been incorporated in brackets 
in the text, and identified as Note in marghL Marginal notes in another 
hand, any of CD's notes that seem to require an explanation, and those 
which do not fit in a t an obvious point, have been dealt with in footnotes , 
as have all revisions to the text that materially affect its meaning. It is 
important in this connexion to appreciate that the manuscript Diary is not 
the exact document that was forwarded byCDto his family in instalments 
from South America, or brought back with him in 1836. It provided CD 
with the backbone of the account of the voyage that he gave in his Journal 
of Researches, and the majority of the revisions to the text and the marginal 
notes were probably made in 1837 while he was editing it for publication . 
Although in theory it might be possible to discriminate between correc­
tions made at the time of writing without a change in ink or pen, and those 
made later, it would not be at all easy. The transcript presented here 
represents the final text embodying all CD's corrections, whenever they 
were made. In the many places where the order of the wording was 
revised within a sentence with no significant alteration in the information 
conveyed, the final version appears without comment. Wherever whole 
sentences or parts of them were deleted, this is recorded in a footnote. All 
the changes have been listed in 'Alteration Notes' similar to those 
appearing in The Correspondence of Charles Darwin, which have been 
deposited in the Cambridge University Library for use by anyone wishing 
to consult them, but in view of the public availability of the facsimile for 
detailed study. are not included here. 

The basic layout of the manuscript diary has been slightly modified in 
that for the daily entries, the month is given as well as the day of the 
month only when it changes, but is shown with the year as a running 
heading at the top of the page along with the place. CD's original 
paragraphing has been respected throughout, except that wherever a 
date in the margin or body of the text indicates the start of a different day, 
a fresh entry is begun . The pagination of the manuscript is shown by the 
numbers between vertical lines, thus I()(M)I. 

Words underlined once by CD are shown in italics, and those under­
lined twice in bold type. His own round brackets are retained, while 
editorial interpolations of obviously missing words or letters are shown 
within square brackets. The rather few words that are illegible are so 
marked. 
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Charles Darwin's Beagle Diary 

1831-1836 
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I had been wandering about North Wales on a geological tour with 
Professor Sedgwick] when I arrived home on Monday 29th August. My 
sisters first infonned me of the letters from Prof. Henslow2 & M' Peacock) 
offering to me the place in the Beagle which I now fill. - I immediately 
said I would go; but the next morning finding my Father so much averse 
to the whole plan, I wrote to M' Peacock to refuse his offer. - On the last 
day of August I went to Maer,4 where everything soon bore a different 
appearance. - I found every member of the family SO strongly on my side 
that I determined to make another effort. - In the evening I drew up a list 
of my Fathers objections, to which Unde los wrote his opinion & answer. 5 

This we sent off to Shrewsbury early the next morning & I went out 
shooting. - About 10 odock Uncle los sent me a messuage, to say he 
intended going to Shrewsbury & offering to take me with him. - When 
we arrived there, all things were settled, & my Father most kindly gave 
his consent.-

I shall never forget what very anxious & uncomfortable days these two 
were.- My heart appeared to sink within me, independently of the 
doubts raised by my Fathers dislike to the scheme. I could scarcely make 
up my mind to leave England even for the time which I then thought the 
voyage would last. Lucky indeed it was for me that the first picture of the 
expedition was such an highly coloured one. - 121 

In the evening I wrote to M' Peacock & Capt Beauforf & went to bed 
very much exhausted. On the 2nd I got up at 3 oclock & went by the 
Wonder coach as far as Brickhill, I then proceeded by postchaises to 
Cambridge. I there staid two days consu lting with Prof. Henslow. At this 
point I had nearly given upall hopes, owing toa letter from Cap. FitzRoy 
to M' Wood/ which threw Dn every thing a very discouraging appear­
ance. On Monday 5th I went to London & that same day saw Caps. 
Beaufort & FitzRoy. The latter soon smoothed away all difficulties & from 
that time to the present has taken the kindest interest in all my affairs.­
On Sunday 11th sailed by Steamer to Plymouth in order to see the Beagle. 
I returned to London on 18th. 8 On Monday the 19th by mail to Cambridge, 
where after taking leave of Henslow on Wednesday night I got to St 
Albans & so by the Wonder to Shrewsbury on Thursday 22nd._ I left 
home on October 2nd for London, where I remained after many & 
unexpected delays till the 24th on which day I arrived at Devonport & this 
journal begins. - 131 

(16th December) 
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DEVON PO RT OCTOBER 183 1 

I AllT\OJt CD'sentire field expenence .1S a geologisl before the '"01.ge ronsislfd in. tou r 
of North W.1es "ith Achorn SedgwICk from 5 to 20 August 1831 (_ AllloInofnIpily pp. 
6&-71 •• nd letter from Sedgwick of 4 September 1831. Connpondmcr 1. 137-9). After 
st.ying with friends OIL BalTl'lO\llh he retumed loShreW$bury on 29 August. 
15H Cormpondmcr 1. 128-9. 
' 5H Carmpomlmu I: 129-30. 
'Home of h,s ul"ICle Josi.h Wedgwood II 
' See Carrrsporuirnu 1: 132-5. 
OSee Cormpondrnct 1. 135-6. 
7 Alexander Charles Wood. Robert FitzRoy's cousin 
IThis date should be the 17th (see letters to SUMn Darwin and Henslow. COf'Trsp.:mdmcr 
1 155-7). 

MOl/day. Cktobt.'r 24,h Arrived here in the evening after a pleasa nt drive 
from London. 

25'" Went on board the Beagle, fou nd her moored. to the Active hulk & 
in a sta te of bustle & confusion. - The men were chiefly employed. in 
painting the fore part & fi tting up the Cabins.- The last time I saw her 
on the 12th of Sept' she was in the Dock yard & without her masts or 
bulkheads & looked more like a wreck than a vessel commissioned to 
go round the world . 

26'· Wet cold day, went on boa rd, found the Carpenters busy fi tting up 
the d rawers in the Poop Cabin. L My own private com er looks so small 
that I cannot help fearing tha t many of my things must be left behind.­
' SHplanon p. 6J and sketch Lllbellfd inCD's hand (CUL DAR,"). &3gft RtCtm' p. 103. 

21· Went on board. 

28'h A fine day. - M' Earll arrived fro m London after having had a most 
stonny passage. - It blew a SW gale for the whole week. & the Steam 
Packet during this whole time was pitching about. I think if I had gone 
by it, this journal book would have been as useless to me as so much 
wastepaper. 
I Augustus Lull' "·as the &3gll'·' first offK"lilI anlst . !ll'rving in thiS cap.iOty untt! ill he,lIth 
fo!'«"d hiSl"rSlgnat'on at the end of 1832. 

2gM A bea utiful day, dined at 5 oclock with Gun· room offi cers. - They 
amused themselves with giving most terrific accounts of what Neptune 
would do with me on crossing the Equator. - Mr Ea rl mentioned , that 
some years ago when aft er having crossed the Line. they fell in with a 
ship, all her sails set. - Not a man eQuid they see on deck. but on 
boa rding her & going below, they found every body, even the Captain 
& his wife, so very drunkl41 that they could not move. - They had been 
making merry after Neptune's revels.-
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1831 OCTOBER DEVON PORT 

30'~ Dined at one oclock with the Mids-after that had a sail, & landed 
at Millbrook. - Stokes, Musters & myself then took a long scrambling 
walk.-

Monday 31# Went with M' Stokes to Plymouth & staid with him whilst 
he prepared the astronomical house belonging to the Beagle for obser­
vations on the dipping needle. The gardens belonging to the 
Ath~neum were fixed upon as being a place weU known & easily 
described. I 

ITh~ Plymouth Athenaeum had been founded as the local Lih.'T~ry and Philosophk~l 
Society in 1812, ~nd CQnSlruction of ils Athenaeum building had been begun in 1818. For 
an attQI.Int of its history see M. A. Wilson H A hundred and fifty years of the Plymouth 
AtMnaeum-, Procmlmg$ uf 1M PIYlfWuth AIMmmlm 1: 17- 30, 1967. 

November 1# A very wet day, staid in the house in consequence. Captain 
King & his son! arrived in the evening & dined with us. - The latter is 
going out in Beagle as Midshipman. 
lCaptain Philip Parker King, RN, FRS. had been Commander of the Adt'l'1lturf' and Bnlglr 
on the first surveying expedition to South America 1826--30. He was the author of Vol. 1 
of the Narmtit't. He sellled in Australia, where CD met him on 26 January 1&36 (see P 
405). His elde!lt 50n Philip Gidley King. then aged 14, was a midshipman on the Bt<Iglt 
from 1831 to 1&36, after which he too lived in AuSlnlliol . 

2"" Went on boa rd. 

3~ Walked to Plymouth with Cap' King & FitzRoy. 

41~ Ca p FitzRoy took me in the Commissioners boat to the breakwater, 
where we staid for more than an hou r. Cap. FitzRoy was employed in 
taking angles, so as to connect a particular stone, from which Cap King 
commenced for the lasl voyage his longitudes, to the quay a t Clarence 
Baths, where the true time is now taken. - Sir J. Rennie, the architect, 
was on the Breakwater, & gave some interesting accounts of the effects 
of various severe gales. - In 1826 severa l blocks of slone weighing 10 
tuns each, were considerably displaced. - It now offers a much better 
resistance 10 a heavy sea than it fonnerly did. - It is now constructed of 
the shape of a roof of a house placed on Ihe ground; before this 
alteration, it was that of a roof on a low wall, so that the sea acted on a 
perpendicularlSI surface. - Every.body agrees in the Breakwater being 
as useful as it is a most stupendous work of art. - In the evening dined 
with M' Harris, (the author of several papers on Electricity) and mel 
there several very pleasant people. - Colonel Hamilton Smith, who is 
writing on fishes with Cuvier. -Cap' King & Lockier. The fonner 
mentioned an anecdote showing how completely civilization & dram-
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drinking were synonymous things in New S. Wales. - A native asked 
him one day for some rum; which being refused &: wine offered, he 
seemed discontented. Upon Cap King remonstrating with &: asking 
him what he did before the English came there; he answered Ohl we 
were not civilized then.-

5111 Wretched, miserable day, remained reading in the house. 

6'~ Went with Musters to the Chapel in the Dock-yard. - It rained 
torrents all the evening. - It does not require a rain gauge to show how 
much more rain falls in the Western than in the Central &: Eastward 
parts of England.-

Monday r~ Staid at home. 

8'· In the morning, marked the time whilst Stokes took the altitude of 
the sun. - Went on board the Beagle; she now begins for the first time 
to look clean &: well arranged. - Was introduced to Cap FitzRoys two 
brothers, who have come down from London to wish him farewell. -

~~ Walked to Plymouth with Cap' Fitz &: Videl &: called on Mr Harris. 

10'~ Assisted Cap. fitzRoy at the Ath<eneum in reading the various 
angles of the dipping needle, after that 161 heard the Russian hom band. 
And in the evening dined at the Admirals, Sir Manley Dixon: every 
body there except myself was a naval officer &: of course the conversa­
tion was almost exclusively nautical. - This made the evening very 
pleasant to me, but I could not help thinking how very different it 
would have been under different circumstances. 

ll'~ Breakfasted with M' Harris &: went again to the Ath<eneum &: spent 
the whole day at the dipping needle. - The end, which it is attempted 
to obtain, is a knowledge of the exact point in the globe to which the 
needle points. The means of obtaining it is to take, under all different 
circumstances, a great number of observations, &: from them to find out 
the mean point. - The operation is a very long &: delicate one.-

]2'" Breakfasted with Col. Hamilton Smith &: spent some pleasant hours 
in talking on various branches of Natural history. Took a walk to some 
very large Limestone quarries, returned home &: then went on board 
the Beagle.- The men had just finished painting her &: of course the 
decks were clear &: things stowed away. - For the first time I felt a fine 
naval fervour; nobody could look at her without admiration; &: as for the 
Poop Cabin it would [be) superfluous to wish for anything more 
spacious &: comfortable. - The day has been an excellent one for the 
paint drying, so calm &: so truly Autumnal that it gives one hopes that 
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the Westerly gales have tired themselves with blowing. - It is a l71 great 
consolation to know, that even if we had sailed at the beginning of 
October, it is probable we should have scarcely reached Madeira.-

13th Walked to Saltram & rode with Lord Borrington to Exmoor tosee the 
Granite formation, the road passed through very extensive oak woods 
situated on the side of hills at the bottom lof] which were running very 
clear & broard brooks. - Exmoor geographically is the same as 
Dartmoor & extends to Exeter. It hasa desolate appearance, the tops of 
the hills only showing the mossy forms of the Granite. - In the evening 
the Fuegians1 arrived by Steam Packet together with their school master 
M' Jenkins. Their names are York Minster, Jemmy Button & Fuegia.­
Matthews the missionary arrived also at the same time.-
'Four natives from Tierra del Fuego named York Minster, Boat Memory, James Button 
and Fuegia Basket, had been brought baci<:by Robert FitzRoyon the &siglf in October 1830 
(see NllfrtltiVf 1: 391--444 and 2: 1-16; and &sigle RLcord pp. 4-5). Boat Memory died of 
smallpox, but one of the objectives of the &sigl~s serond voyage 10 South America was to 
repatriatetheolherlh~. 

Monday 14th Cap. FitzRoy removed the Chronometers on board & 
placed the books in the Poop Cabin. - Went on board, the paint is not 
yet fixed, so that nothing can be done. - In the evening the Instructions 
from the Admiralty arrived. - They are in every respect most perfectly 
satisfactory, indeed exactly what Cap Fitz himself wished.- The 
orders merely contain a rough outline. - There could not be a greater 
compliment paid to Cap FitzRoy than in so entirely leaving the plans to 
his own discretion. - 181 

15th Went with Cap FitzRoy to Plymouth & were unpleasantly employed 
in finding out the inaccuracies of Gambeys new dipping needle. 

16 th Went on Board & spent the whole day in idly but very agreeably 
wandering up & down the streets with Cap FitzRoy. 

1 r h A very quiet day. 

18th Cap FitzRoy has been busy for these last two days with the Lords of 
the Admiralty.-

l!J1h I have now a regular employment every morning taking & com­
paring the differences in the Barometers. In the evening drank tea 
with Cap' Vidal. He has seen a great deal of the same sort of service 
that we are going to be employed on; he was eight years surveying the 
African coast. -during this time he buried 30 young officers; a boat 
never was sent up a river, without its causing the death of some of the 
party.-
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2(J1t Went to Church &: heard a very stupid sermon, &: afterwards took a 
long walk in a very picturque country, between Mount Edgecombe &: 
Mill Brook. 

Monday 21" Carried all my books &: instruments on board the Beagle.­
In the evening went to the Athreneum &: heard a popular lecture from 
M' Harris on his lightning conductors. By means of making an Electric 
machine, a thunder cloud-a tub of water the sea, &: a toy for a line of 
battle ship he showed the whole process of it being struck by lightning 
&: most satisfactorily proved how completely his planl91 protects the 
vessel from any bad consequences. This plan consists in having plates 
of Copper folding over each other, let in in the masts &: yards &: so 
connected to the water beneath.- The principle, from which these 
advantages are derived, owes its utility, to the fact that the Electric fluid 
is weakened by being transmitted over a large surface to such an extent 
that no effects are perceived, even when the mast is struck by the 
lightning. - The Beagle is fitted with conductors on this plan; it is very 
probable, we shall be the means of trying &: I hope proving the utility of 
itseffects.-

About six oclock, a Marine, being drunk &: whilst crossing from the 
Hulk to another vessel slipped overboard &: was not seen again. His 
body has not been found.-

22.... Went on board &: returned in a panic on the old subject want of 
room. returned to the vessel with Cap FitzRoy, who is such an effectual 
&: goodnatured contriver that the very drawers enlarge on his appear­
ance &: all difficulties smooth away. - In the evening dined &: spent a 
very pleasant afternoon with Cap' Vidal.-

23rd This has been a very important day in the annals of the Beagle; a t 
one oclock she was loosed from the moorings &: sailed about a mile to 
Barnett pool. Here she will remain till the dayltOI of sailing arrives. This 
little sail was to me very interesting, everything so new &: different to 
what one has ever seen, the Coxswains piping, the manning the ya rds, 
the men working at the hawsers to the sound of a fife, but nothing is so 
striking as the rapidity &: decision of the orders &: the alertness with 
which they are obeyed. - There remains very little to be done to make 
all ready for sailing. All the stores are completed &: yesterday between 
5 &: 6 thousands canisters of preserved meat were stowed away. - Not 
one inch of room is lost, the hold would contain sca rcely another bag of 
bread. My notions of the inside of a ship were about as indefinite as 
those of some men on the inside of a man, viz a large cavity containing 
air, water &: food. mingled in hopeless confusion.-
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24t~ A very fine day & an excellent one for obtaining sights.- Every 
body hailed the sun with joy, foruntill the time is well taken, wecannot 
leave harbour. - I went on board several times in the course of the day; 
but did not succeed in doing any good, as they were changing the place 
of anchorage & that is not the time for a Landsman to give trouble about 
his own lumber.-

25th Very busily employed on board in stowing away my clothes & after 
that in arranging the books, did not leave the vessel till it was dark. - 111 1 

26th Again employed all day long in arranging the books; we (Stokes & 
myself) succeded in leaving the Poop Cabin in very neat order. After 
having finished this & bringing on board some things of my own, King 
& I walked on the sea shore & returned home through a part of Lord 
Mount Edgcombe's park. - The day has been a very fine one & the view 
of Plymouth was exceedingly striking. The country is so indented with 
arms of the sea that there is a very new & different scene from every 
point of view.-

V ik An idle day, had a pleasant sail in Captain FitzRoy boat & then 
called on several people. 

Monday 28t~ Cap. FitzRoy gave a very magnificent luncheon to about 
forty persons: it was a sort of ships warming; & every thing went off 
very well, in the evening a Waltz was raised which lasted till every body 
wentaway.-

291k To day the Captain has had another large party, but not being very 
well, I have not gone to it. - In the evening dined with Sir Manley 
Dixon. 

JOI" Cap King was here the whole morning & I had with him some very 
interesting conversation on Meteorology, he paid great attention to this 
subject during the last voyage. - Afterwards I took a very pleasant 
walk to Corsan, all my thoughts are now centered in the future & it is 
with great difficulty that I can talk or think on any other sUbject;1121 
When I first had the offer of the voyage I was in the same state & a very 
uncomfortable one it is; but this present time has the great & decided 
advantage of everything being fixed & settled.-

December 1st Breakfasted with Cap King. - The Commissioner took 
Lord Graves party to see the Caledonia & offered me a place in the 
Yatch. - The Caledonia is generally considered one of the finest vessels 
in the world, she carries 120 32 pounders. - So large a vessel is an 
astonishing sight. one wonders by what contrivance everything is 
governed with such regularity & how amongst such numbers such 
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order prevails. On coming near her the hum is like that of (al town 
heard at some distance in the evening.-

2101 Worked all day long in arranging &: packing my goods in the 
d rawers. - Erasmus! arrived in the afternoon &: I spent with him a very 
pleasant evening.-

' ETasmus Alvey D.1r.vi", CD'seldeTbrother. 

3'01 Incessantly busy in ordering, paying for, packing a ll my numberless 
things; how liang for Monday even sea-sickness must be better than 
this state of wearisome anxiety. - Erasmus being here is a great 
pleasure, but I do not see much of him. 

4'~ I am writing this for the first time on board, it is now about one oclock 
&: I intend sleeping in my hammock. - I did so last night &: experienced 
a most ludicrous difficulty in getting into it; my great fault l131 of 
jockeyship was in trying to put my legs in first. The hammock being 
suspended, I thus only succeded in pushing (i t] away without making 
any progress in inserting my own body.-the correct method is to sit 
accurately in centre of bed, then give yourself a dexterous twist &: your 
head &: feet come into their respective places. - After a little time I 
da resay I shall, like others, find it very comfortable. - I have spent the 
day partly on board &: partly with my brother: in the evening, Cap King 
&: son, Stokes, my brother &: myself dined with Cap FitzRoy. -

In the morning the ship rolled a good deal, but I did not feel 
uncomfortable; this gives me great hopes of escaping sea sickness. - I 
find others trust in the same weak support.- May we not be con­
founded. - It is very pleasant talking with officer on Watch at night­
every thing is so quiet &: still, nothing interrupts the silence but the half 
hour bells. - I will now go and wish Stuart (officer on duty) good night 
&: then for practising my skill in vaulting into my hammock.-

Mo"day 5,h It was a tolerably clear morning & sights were obtained, so 
now we are ready for our long delayed moment of starting.- it has 
however blown a heavy gale from the South ever since midday, &: 
perhaps we shalll141 not be able to leave the Harbour. The vessel had a 
good deal of motion &: I was as nearly as possible made sick. I returned 
home very disconsola te, but mean to treat myself with sleeping, for the 
last time, on a firm flat steady bed. - In the evening dined with 
Erasmus. I shall not often have such quiet snug d inners. - I take the 
opportunity of mentioning a very curious circumstance which the 
watermen here have observed .- When building the walls of the 
Victualling office in 6 fathom water, the men made signals by tapping 
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on the inside [of] the diving belL - This the Watennen used every 
where to hear, even at Torpoint, a distance of two miles. - it sounded 
like a person hitting the boat with a small hammer, & for a long time it 
quite puzzled the men, so much so that they hauled the boat up, 
thinking it was a crab or some animal.-

6th Again sailing has been deferred. In the morning the wind was SW, 
but light; afterwards it increased into a gale from the South. Stokes & 
myself arranged the Poop Cabin, after which I was forced to beat a hasty 
retreat on shore. I could not even for a short time have stood the 
motion, had I not been hard at work. Dined in the evening with 
Erasmus. _11151 

I From here up to p . 110 of the manuscript CD writes only on alternate pages. 

7'h It is daily becoming more wearisome remaining so long in harbour; 
at least r have nothing more to do. Every thing is on board & we only 
wait for the present wind to cease & we shall then sail. - This morning 
it blew a very heavy gale from that unlucky pOint SW.- The Beagle 
struck her Top Gallant masts & veered her yards to the wind. -

8th I am writing this & the two last days journal in my own comer. - The 
cabin begins now to look comfortable, but yet very much crowded. - It 
is a miserable wet day & no hopes of the wind changing; my first 
question every morning how is the wind? Oh for the lucky day, when 
the answer is NE.-

~h Finally arranged the Poop Cabin. - Erasmus & myself then took a 
long & very pleasant walk on Mount Edgcombe. the view from it is of a 
most striking & uncommon kind, a birds eye view of three large towns, 
Devonport Stonehouse & Plymouth, situated on anns of the sea, seen 
from a most beautiful & picturesque hill. In the evening, dined for the 
last time with my brother.-

l(1h Early in the morning torrents of rain; the sky then became very 
dear, with a light wind from SW. We all thought we should have settled 
weather.- The Captain said last night, that iflt71 it was possible he 
would sail to daYi accordingly at 9 odock we weighed our anchors, & a 
little after 10 sailed. - Erasmus was on board & we had a pleasant sail 
till we doubled the Breakwater; where he left us & where my misery 
began. I was soon made rather sick, & remained in that state till 
evenins- when, after having received notice from the Barometer, a 
heavy gale came on from SW. The sea run very high & the vessel 
pitched bows under. - I suffered most dreadfully; such a night I never 
passed, on every side nothing but miseryi such a whistling of the wind 
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& roar of the sea, the hoarse screams of the officers & shouts of the men, 
made a concert that I shall not soon forget.-

1J1lt It lasted till the Sunday morning, when it was detennined to put 
back to Plymouth & there remain for a more fo rtunate wind. - We got 
to our anchorage at Barnett Pool at 12 oclock, & are now lying quiet & 
snug. - Some short time afterward, Musters, a fellow companion in 
misery, & myself took a good walk, which considerably revived us-but 
even yet my head is giddy & uncomfortable. - I was surprised to find, 
that leaving England as I then thought for four years, made little or no 
impression on my feelings. - I did expe<:t, to have felt some of the same 
heart-sinking sensations which I experienced when I fi rst had the offer 
of the voyage. I left harbour as placidlyj19j as if I was merely going a trip 
to France: I suppose I have so often & so throughily considered the 
subje<:t, that no new & fresh ideas connected with it can arise in my 
mind; & it is their newness which gives intensity to ones feelings. After 
having had so much time to make up my mind, I am decided I did right 
to accept the offer; but I yet think it is doubtful how far it will add to the 
happiness of ones life. - If I keep my health & return, & then have 
strength of mind quietly to settle down in life, my present & future 
share of vexation & want of comfort will be amply repaid.- I find it 
ne<:essary to forget the many little comforts which one enjoys on shore 
almost without perceiving them. Nothingcan be done without so much 
extra trouble, even a book cannot be taken from the shelves or a piece 
of soap from the washing stand, without making it doubtful whether in 
the one case it is worth while to wash ones hands, or in the other to read 
any passage.-

MOl/day 12,A Boisterous weather, the ship rolled a good dea l; & I actually 
felt rather uncomfortable: I look forward to sea-sickness with utter 
dismay, not so much as regards the misery of a fortnight or three weeks, 
as the being incapacitated for a much longer time from any active 
employment.- In middle of day walked to Corsan bay &121 1 there 
enjoyed the sight of the sea lashing itself & foaming on the rocks.­
There is no pleasure equal to that which fine scenery & exercise creates, 
it is to this I look forward to with more enthusiasm than any other part 
of our voyage. - Dined with Sir Manley Dixon, a pleasant quiet party, 
or rather to speak more truly, I suspect very dull to every body but 
myself, for the Beagle was the chief subject of conversation, & it is now 
the only one that at all interests me.- It is no easy matter at any time, 
but now a most painful one to make conversation at a regular party.-
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We have had a long & rough pull to the vessel, but I am now seated in 
my own comer, snug & quiet & am listening to the wind roaring 
through the rigging with same sort of feeling that I often have when 
sitting round a Christmas fire. - Eight bells have struck, or it is 12 
oclock, so I will tum into my hammock.-

13th An idle day; dined for the first time in Captains cabin & felt quite at 
home. - Of all the luxuries the Captain has given me, none will be so 
essential as that of having my meals with him. - I am often afraid I shall 
be quite overwhelmed with the numbers of subjects which I ought to 
takel231 into hand. His difficult tomark out any plan & without method 
on ship-board I am sure little will be done. - The principal objects are 
1", collecting observing & reading in all branches of Natural history that 
I poSSibly can manage. Observations in Meteorology.- French &: 
Spanish, Mathematics, & a little Classics, perhaps not more than Greek 
Testament on Sundays. I hope generally to have some one English book 
in hand for my amusement, exclusive of the above mentioned 
branches.- If I have not energy enough to make myself steadily 
industrious during the voyage, how great &: uncommon an opportunity 
of improving myself shall I throwaway. - May this never for one 
moment escape my mind, & then perhaps I may have the same 
opportunity of drilling my mind that I threw away whilst at Cam­
bridge . -

14th A beautiful day giving great hopes of a fair wind. Took my usual &: 
delightful walk in the beautiful country around Mount Edgcombe.­
Everything connected with dreSSing & sleeping have hitherto been my 
greatest drawbacks to comfort. - But even these difficulties are wearing 
away. My hammock after endless alterations has been made flat &: I 
have trained myself to a regular method in dressing &: undressing.-

Orders are issued for sailing tomorrow morning. - 1251 
15th The wind continues in the old point SW, which independently of 

detaining us appears invariably to bring bad [weather] with it. - The 
ship is full of grumblers &: growlers, & I with sea-sickness staring me in 
the face am as bad as the worsl . - The time however passes away very 
pleasantly, but instead of working, the whole day is lost between 
arranging all my nick-nackiries &: reading a little of Basil Halls frag­
ments.-

16th This day is come to its close much in same way as yesterday. I am 
now sitting in myown corner feeling most comfortably at home. - This 
is the first time that I have not left the vessel during the whole day.-

dwth r v rw in nli 
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The wind with torrents of rain is sweeping down upon us in heavy 
gusts. 

1~ Walked with Sullivan & King to the coast near the Ramhead & there 
saw a wild stormy sea breaking on the rocks. We passed through a 
village of the name of Corsan, lone of the most curiously built places I 
ever saw. - None of the streets are for thirty yards in the same straight 
line, & all so narrow that a cart certainly could not pass up them. - It is 
situated in a very pretty little bay, which shelters numerous fi shing & 
smugling boats from the sea. - Our old enemy the SWCale is whistling 
throug the rigging: today it drove back a Brig which left Plymouth three 
weeks ago, so that we ought to be insteadl271 of discontented, most 
thankful for remaining in our present snug anchorage.- The novelty 
of finding myself at home on board a ship is not as yet worn away, nor 
have I ceased to wonder at my extraordinary good fortune in obtaining 
what in the wildest Castles in the air I never had even imagined. If it is 
desirable to see the world, what a rare & excellent opportunity this is.­
It is necessary to have gone through the preparations for sea to be 
throughily aware wha t an arduous undertaking it is. It has fully 
explained to me the reasons so few people leave the beaten path of 
travellers.-
'Correctly spelt Cawsand 

18111 Dined at 12 oclock with the Midshipmen, & then with Bynoe & 
Stokes walked to Whitson bay: the sea here presented a most glorious 
& sublime appearance. - For nearly quarter of a mile it was a confused 
mass of breakers & from the white covering of foam looked like so much 
snow. Each wave as it dashed against the rocks threw its spray high on 
the hill & wetted our faces. - To perfect the scene a single man was 
watched from a rock to spy out any chance wreck.-

Monday 19l1l A fine calm day with a gentle breeze from the North.­
There is every probability of sailing tomorrow morning. - The weigh­
ing of our anchor will be hailed with universal joy.1291 

2(j1l The rain fell in torrents & the South W wind blew all the mOrning; 
but now the moon is shining bright on the sea, which looks socalm, that 
one would think it never would again be troubled by a storm.­
Nothing can be more beautiful than the view from our present anchor­
age, on such a dear night as this is; the Sound looks like a lake.­
May these not tum out false signs, that our disappointment to be the 
more bitter. - The sailors declare there is somebody on shore keeping 
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a black cat under a tub, which it stands to reason must keep us in 
harbour.-

21- The morning was very ca lm &: the sun shone red through the mist: 
every thing gave us hopes of a steady NE wind,-&: a prosperous 
voyage. - But here we are yet to remain alternately praying to &: 
abusing the SW gales. - From weighing to again letting down our 
anchor everything was unfortunate.- We started at 11 odock with a 
light breeze from NW &: whilst tacking round Drakes Island, our ill luck 
first commenced. It was spring tide &: at the time lowest ebb; this was 
forgotten, &: we steered right upon a rock that lies off the corner.­
There was very little wind or swell on the sea so that, although the 
vessel stuck fast for about half an hour, she was not injured. Every 
moEneuvre was tried to get her off; the one that succeeded best was 
making every person on board runl311 to different parts of the deck, by 
this means giving to the vessel a swinging motion. - At last we got clear 
&: sailed out of harbour not a jot the worse from our little accident. 
When we were on the open sea I soon became sick: at 4 oclock I went 
down to the Captains cabin &: there slept till 8 oclock, after that I 
retreated to my hammock &: enjoyed a most comfortable sleep till 
morning. - As soon as it was light Stokes &: myself looked at a pocket 
compass, which we agreed was bewitched, for it pointed to NE instead 
of 10 where we were sailing W by S-Our doubts were cleared up by 
Wickham putting his head in &: telling us we should be in Plymouth 
Sound in the course of an hour.- Ouring the middle watch the wind 
began to change its direction &: at 4 oclock, when we were only 11 miles 
from the Lizard, it blew a gale from SW. - Upon this the Captain wa red 
the ship & we returned to our old home al the rate of eleven knots an 
hour.-

22..J I have not felt at all comfortable all this day; took a long walk with 
Siokes & Bynoe, during the whole time torrents of rain were pouring 
down. - By some mischance in dropping the anchor it got twisted with 
the chain: they were hard at work for eight hours in getting all clear.­
In the evening doublel331 allowance was served out to the men.­
Several vessels which sailed with us have all been likewise forced to put 
back.-

23'" In the morning Sullivan Bynoes & myself shot matches with Ihe rifle 
for sundry bottles of wine to be paid for &: drunk at the Madeira 
islands. -in the evening went with Stokes to a bad concert. - Although 
I am continually lamenting in the bitterness of my heart against all the 
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long delays & vexations that we have endured, I really believe they 
have been much to my advantage.-for I have thus become broken in 
to sea habits withou t having at the same time to combat with the 
miseries of sickness.-

14th A blank & idle day. 

25th Christmas day, in morning went to Church & found preaching 
there an old Cambridge friend Hoare. - Dined at 4 oclock with Gun­
room officers, it does me good occasionally dining there, for it makes 
me properly grateful for my good luck in living .. • .. ith theCaptain . - The 
officers are all good friends yet there is a want of intimacy, owing 1 
suppose to gradation of rank, which much destroys all pleasure in their 
society. - The probability of quarrelling & the misery on ship board 
consequent on it produces an effect contrary to what one wou ld 
suppose.-instead of each one endeavouring to encourage habits of 
friendship, it seems a generally received maximl351that the best friends 
soon turn ou t the greatest enemies. - It is a wonder to me that this 
independence one from another, which is so essential a part of a sailors 
character, does not produce extreme selfishness.- I do not think it has 
this effect, & very likely answers their end in lessening the number of 
quarrels which always must necessarily arise in men so closely 
united. - Let the cause be what it may, it is quite surprising that the 
conversa tion of active intelligent men who have seen so much & whose 
characters are so early & decidedly brought out should be so entirely 
devoid of interest.-

Christmas day is one of great importance to the men: the whole of it 
has been given up to revelry, at present there is not a sober man in the 
ship: King is obliged to perform duty of sentry, the last sentinel came 
staggering below declaring he would no longer stand on d uty, where­
upon he is now in irons getting sober as fast as he can. - Wherever they 
may be, they claim Christmas day for themselves, & this they exclu­
sively give up to drunkedness-that sole & never failing pleasure to 
which a sailor always looks forwa rd to.-

Monday 26th A beautiful day, & an excellent one for sailing, - the oppor­
tunity has been lost owi ng to the drunkedness & absence of nearly the 
whole crew. -the ship has been all day!37! in sta te of anarchy. One 
days holiday has caused all this mischief; such a scene proves how 
absolutely necessary strict discipline is amongst such thoughtless 
beings as Sailors. - Several have paid the penalty for insolence, by 
sitting for eight or nine hours in heavy chains. - Whilst in this sta te, 
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their conduct was like children, abusing every body &: thing but 
themselves, &: the next moment nearly crying. - It is an unfortunate 
beginning, being obliged so ea rly to punish so many of our best men 
there was however no choice left as to the necessity of doing it. Dined 
in gun-room &: had a pleasant evening. 

21" I am now on the 51h of JanY writing the memoranda of my misery for 
the last week. A beautiful day, accompanied by the long wished for E 
wind.- Weighed anchor at 11 odock &: with difficu lty lacked out.­
The Commissioner Capl Ross sailed with us in his Yatch. - The Capl 
Sullivan &: myself took a farewell luncheon on mutton chops &: cham­
pagne, which may I hope excuse the total absence of sentiment which I 
experienced on leaving England . - We jOined the Beagle about 2 odock 
outside the Breakwater, -& immediately with every sail filled by a light 
breeze we scudded away at the rate of 7 or 8 knots an hour. - I was not 
sick that evening but went to bed early. - 11391 

ICD wrote many years laler: 1"hese two monlh, at Plymouth were the most miserable 
which lever spent, though I exerted myself in various ways. I was oul of spirits at the 
thought of leaving aU my family and friends for so long a time, and the weather seemed 
to mt' inexpressibly gloomy. I w;tS also troubled with palpitations and pain about the 
heart, and like many a young ignorant man, n p«ia.lly one with 1/ sl'IUIttering of medical 
knowleodge, WasoonVUlCt'd tNt I h;t.d heart-diseue. i dJd nolOOll5uit any doctor, as I fully 
expected to hear the \'e rdict that I was not fit for the voyage, and I was resolved to go at 
aU hazards: See Autobiogrllphy pp. 79-80. 

28'~ Waked in the morning with an eight knot per hour wind, & soon 
became sick &: remained so during the whole day. - My thoughts most 
unpleasantly occupied with the flogging of several men for offences 
brought on by the indulgence granted them on Christmas day. - I am 
doubtful whether this makes their crime lof] drunkedness &: con­
sequent insolence more or less excusable, 

2!r~ At noon we were 380 miles from Plymouth the remaining distance 
to Madeira being 800 miles. - We are in the Bay of Biscay &: there is a 
good deal of swell on the sea. - I have felt a good deal [of] nausea 
several times in the day.- There is one great difference between my 
fanner sea sickness &: the present; absence of giddiness: using my eyes 
is not unpleasant: indeed it is rather amusing whilst lying in my 
hammock to watch the moon orstars performing their small revolutions 
in their new apparent orbits. - I will now give all the dear bought 
experience I have gained about sea-sickness.- In first place the misery 
is excessive &: far exceeds what a person would su ppose who had never 
been a t sea more than a few days. - I found the only re lief to be in a 
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horizontal position: but that it must never be forgotten the more you 
combat with the enemy the sooner will he yield. I found in the[41 [ only 
thing my stomach would bear was biscuit &: raisins: but of this as I 
became more exhausted I soon grew tired &: then the sovereign remedy 
is Sago. with wine &: spice &: made very hot. - Bu t the only sure thing 
is lying down, &: if in a hammock so much the better.-

The evenings already are perceptibly longer &: weather much milder. 

.30" At noon Lat. 43. South of Cape Finisterre &: across the famous Bay 
of Biscay: wretched ly out of spirits &: very sick. - I often said before 
starting. that I had no doubt I should freque ntly repen t of the whole 
underta king. little did I think with what fervour I shou ld do so. - I ca n 
scarcely conceive any more miserable state, than when such dark &: 
gloomy thoughts are haunting the mind as have to day pursued me.-

I staggered for a few minutes on deck &: was much struck by the 
appea rance of the sea. - The deep waler differs as much from thai near 
shore. as an inland lake does from a little pool. - It is not only the 
da rkness of the blue. but the brilliancy of its tint when contrasted with 
the white curling tip that gives such a novel beauty to the scene.- I 
have seen paintings that give a faithful idea of it. - [431 

311/ In the morning very uncomfortable; got up about noon &: enjoyed 
some few moments of comparative ease. - A shoal of porpoises 
dashing round the vessel &: a stormy petrel skimming over the waves 
were the first objects of interest I have seen. - I spent a very pleasa nt 
afternoon lying on the sofa, e ither talking to the Capta in or reading 
Humboldts glowing'accounts of tropical scenery. - Nothing could be 
better adapted for cheering the heart of a sea-sick man . 

January 1" The new year to my jaundiced senses bore a most gloomy 
appea rance. - In the morning almost a ca lm, but a long swell on the 
sea. - in the evening it blew a stiff breeze against us. - This &: three 
following days were ones of great &: unceasing suffering.-

Monday 2P1d Heavy weather. - I very nea rly fainted fro m exhaustion. 

3..1 We looked fo r the eight stones &: passed over the spot where they are 
laid down in the charts. - Perhaps their origin might have been 
Volcanic &: have since disappeared. 

41~ We heaved to during the night &:al daybreak saw Porto Santo, in few 
hours we passed Madeira, leaving it on our West. - As the anchorage 
there is bad &: the landing difficult, it was not thought worth while to 
beat dead to Windward in order 10 reach it.- 145Iaccordingly we 
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steered for Teneriffe. - I was so sick that I could not get up even to see 
Madeira when within 12 miles-in the evening a little better but much 
exhausted.-

5th Passed this morning within a few miles of the Piton rock: the most 
Southern of the Salvages: it is a wild abrupt rock & uninhabited. - At 
noon we were 100 miles from Teneriffe. - The day has been beautiful & 
I am so much better that I am able to enjoy it; the air is very mild & wann: 
something like a spring day in England, but here the sky is much 
brighter & ahnosphere far more clear. - There was a very long gradual 
swell on the sea, like what is seen on the Pacific: The ocean lost its flat 
appearance & looked more like an undulating plain.-

6th After heaving to during the night we came in sightofTeneriffe at day 
break, bearing SW about 12 miles off. - We are now a few miles tacking 
with a light wind to Santa Cruz. - Which at this distance looks a small 
town, built of white houses & lying very flat. - Point Naga, which we 
are doubling, is a rugged uninhabited Mass of lofty rocki471 with a most 
remarkably bold & varied outline. - In drawing it you could not make 
a line straight. - Every thing has a beautiful appearance: the colours are 
so rich & soft. - The peak or sugar loaf has just shown itself above the 
clouds. - It towers in the sky twice as high as I should have dreamed of 
looking for it. - A dense bank of douds entirely separates the snowy 
top from its rugged base. - It is now about 11 oclock and I must have 
another gaze at this long wished for object of my ambition. - Oh 
misery, misery-we were just preparing to drop our anchor within i a 
mile of Santa Cruz when a boat came alongside bringing with it our 
death-warrant. - The consul declared we must perform a rigorous 
quarantine of twelve days. - Those who have never experienced it can 
scarcely conceive what a gloom it cast on every one: Matters were soon 
decided by the Captain ordering all sail to be set & make a course for the 
Cape Verd Islands.- 1 And we have left perhaps one of the most 
interesting places in the world, just at the moment when we were near 
enough for every object to create, without satisfying, our utmost 
curiosity. - The abrupt vallies which dividedl491 in parallel rows the 
brown & desolate hills were spotted with patches of a light green 
vegetation & gave the scenery to me a very novel appearance. - I 
suppose however that Volcanic islands under the same zone have 
much the same character. - On deck to day the view was compared as 
very like to other places, especially to Trinidad in West Indies. - Santa 
Cruz is generally accused of being ugly & uninteresting, it struck me as 
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much the contrary. The gaudy coloured houses of white yellow & red; 
the oriental.looking Churches & the low dark batteries, with the bright 
Spanish flag waving over them were all most picturesque. - The small 
trading vessels with their raking masts & the magnificent back ground 
of Volcanic rock would together have made a most beautiful picture.­
But it is past & tomorro.w morning we shall probably only see the grey 
outline of the su rrounding hills. - We are however as yet only a few 
miles from the town.-it is now abou t to oclock & we have been 
becalmed for several hours.- The night does its best to smooth our 
sorrow- the air is still & deliciously warm-the only sounds are the 
waves rippling on the stern & the sails idly flapping round the masts.-
1511Already can I understand Humboldts enthusiasm about the tropical 
nights, the sky is so clea r & lofty, & sta rs innumerable shine so bright 
that like little moons they cast their glitter on the waves. 
I FitzRoy wrote; 'This w~s /I gre .. t dis<>ppomtment to Mr O .. rwm. who had cherished II 
hope of visihng the Peak. To 5t't' it-to anchor and be on the point of landing, yet be 
obliged to turn away without the slightest prospect of beholding Teneriffe again-was 
indl't'd tohima real calamity.' See NilrTIllll't' 2: 49. 

7'~ We were beating about d uring the night with a light baffling wind & 
in the morning a most glorious view broke upon us. - The sun was 
rising behind the grand Canary & defined with the clearest outline its 
rugged form. - Teneriffe, grey as yet from the morning mist, lay to the 
West: some clouds having floated past, the snowy peak was soon in all 
its grandeur. As the sun rose it illumined this massive pyramid, parts 
of which either stood relieved against the blue sky or were veiled by the 
white fleecy clouds: all rendered the scene most beautiful & va ried.­
Such moments can & do repay the tedious suffering of sickness. - We 
stood on a tack in direction of Santa Cruz; but were soon becalmed 
before reaching it. - Theday has been one of great interest to me: every 
body in the ship was in activity, some shooting, others fishing, all 
amused.- No one could withstand such delightful weather, IS31 
nothing reminded one that there are such extremes as hot or cold.­
During the day we frequently saw the Cone, but the rest of the 
mountain even to the wa ters edge was hidden.-it is then that its 
extreme height most strikes one.- Some old paintings, where you see 
Jupiter & other gods quietly conversing on a rock amongst the clouds 
do not give a very exaggerated idea of the Peak of Teneriffe. -

A fine breeze is now blowing us from its coast: one has read so many 
accounts of this island, that it is like parting from a friend; a different 
feeling from what I shall experience when viewing the Andes.-
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I 

CD's sketch of his plankton net (MS diary, opposite p. 55). 

~~ & Monday 9th These two days have passed quietly reading. - there 
was nothing to remind you that you were not sailing in the English 
Channel.-

JO'~ We crossed the Tropic this morning, if our route did not extend 
further, Neptune would here celebrate the aweful ceremonies of the 
Equator. - The weather is beautiful, & very little hotter than the middle 
of our summer: we have all put on our light clothes; what a contrast one 
fortnight has brought about as compared to the miserable wet weather 
of Plymouth.- 1551 There was a glorious sunset this evening & is now 
followed by an equally fine moonlight night. - I do not think I ever 
before saw the sun set in a clear horizon. I certainly never remarked the 
marvellous rapidity with which the disk after having touched the ocean 
dips behind it. - I proved to day the utility of a contrivance which will 
afford me many hours of amusement & work. -it is a bag four feet 
deep, made of bunting, & attached to [a] semicircular bow this by lines 
is kept upright, & dragged behind the vessel. -this evening it brought 
up a mass of small animals, & tomorrow I look forward to a greater 
harvest.- 1 

' Thisappea15 to be only the SI.'«Ind recorded useofa plankton net. the first be ing that of 
J. V. Thompson a few years earlier. of which CD may have learnt from ProfessorGrant in 
Edinburgh. It is evidently based on the oyster·trawl recommended to him in a letter from 
John Coldstream dated 13September 1831 (see Cormpondrnct 1: 151-3). which. howe\'er. 
was designed with a bar 10 scrape along the bottom rather than oolle<:ting at the surfaC<i! 
inopenwate-r. 
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11"" I am qu ite tired having worked all day at the produce of my net.­
The number of animals that the net collects is very great &: fully explains 
the manner so many animals of a large size live so far from land.­
Many of these creatures so low in the scale of nature are most exquisite 
in their forms &: rich colours. - It creates a feeling of wonder that so 
much beauty should be apparently created for such little purpose.­
The weather is beautiful &: the blueness of the sky when contrasted with 
white clouds is certainly striking.- 1571 Again did I admire the rapid 
course of the setting sun. - It did not at first occur to me that it was 
owing to the change of Latitude: I forgot that the same vertical motion 
of the sun which causes the short twilight at the Equator, must 
necessarily hasten its disappearance beneath the horizon. - The mean 
Temp from 12 observations for the 10th was 73t. - I 

'In CO's zoologkal nOfes (CUL DAR 30.1), a dncription of a MtdU511 caughtthi5day is 
followed by: 'Caught a Portugeew Man of War, Phy5.1lia. - Getting some of the slime 
on my finger from the filaments it gave considerable pain, &: by accident pulling my 
finger into my mouth I experienced the sensalion that biting the rQOt of the Arum 
produces.-' 

12lh, 131~ These have been two quiet uninteresting days: my time since 
the making of the net has been fully occupied with collecting &: 
observing the numerous small animals in the sea.- I find sea-life so fa r 
from unpleasant, that I am become quite indifferent whether we arrive 
a week sooner or later at any port. - I cannot help much regretting we 
were unable to stay at Teneriffe: 5t Jago is so miserable a place that my 
first landing ina Tropical country will not make that lasting impression 
of beauty which so many have described.-

14th, 151h These like the last two days have rapidly glided past with 
nothing to mark their transit.- The weather has been light &: to sailors 
very annoying: all the 15th we were tacking about the NW end of 5t 
Jago. - making so little way from the effects of a strong current, that 
after some hours we scarcely got on a mile. - Some few birds have been 
hovering about the vessel1591 &: a la rge gay coloured cricket found an 
insecure resting place within the reach of my fly-nippers. - He must at 
the least have flown 370 miles from the coast of Africa. 

Monday 16m At about II oclock we neared the Western coast ofSt Jago l 

&: by about three we anchored in the bay of Porto Praya.- 5t Jago 
viewed from the sea is even much more desolate than the land about 
Santa Cruz. - The Volcanic fire of past ages & the scorching heat of a 
tropical sun have in most places rendered the soil sterile &: unfit for 
vegetation. - The coun try rises in successive steps of table land, 
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interspersed by some truncate conical hills, & the horizon is bounded 
by an irregular chain of more lofty & bolder hills. - The scene when 
viewed through the peculiar atmosphere of the tropics was one of great 
interest: if indeed a person fresh from sea & walking for the first time in 
a grove of Cocoa-nut trees, can be a judge of anything but his own 
happiness. - At three oclock I went with a party to announce our 
arrival to the "Governador". - After having found out the house, 
which certainly is not suited to the grandeur of his title we were ushered 
into a room where the great man most courteously received us. - After 
having made out our story in a very l61 1 1udicrous mixture of Por­
tugeese, English & French, we retreated under a shower of bows. - We 
then called on the American Consul who likewise acts for the English.­
The Portugeese might with great advantage have instilled a little of his 
well-bred politesse into this quarter. - I was surprised at the houses: 
the rooms are large & airy, but with uncommonly little furniture, & that 
little in vile taste . - We then strolled about the town, & feasted upon 
oranges: which I believe are now selling a hundred per shilling. I 
likewise tasted a Banana: but did not like it, being maukish & sweet 
with little flavor . - The town is a miserable place, consisting of a square 
& some broard streets, if indeed they deserve so respectable a name.­
In the middle of these "Ruas" are lying together goats, pigs & black & 
brown children: some of whom boast of a shirt, but quite as many not: 
these latter look less like human being than I could have fancied any 
degradation could have produced. - There are a good many black 
soldiers, it would be difficult I should think to pick out a less efficient 
body of men. - Many of them only possess for anns a wooden staff.­
Before returning to our boat, we walked across the town & came to a 
deep valley.- Here 1 first saw the glory of tropicall631 vegetation 
Tamarinds, Bananas & Palms were flourishing at my feet. - I expected 
a good deal, for I had read Humboldts descriptions2 & r was afraid of 
disappointments: how utterly vain such fear is, none can tell but those 
who have experienced wha t r to day have. - It is not only the graceful­
ness of their fonns or the novel richness of their colours, it is the 
numberless & confusing associations that rush together on the mind, & 
produce the effect. - I returned to the shore, treading on Volcanic 
rocks, hearing the notes of unknown birds, & seeing new insects 
fluttering about still newer flowers. - It has been for me a glorious day, 
like giving to a blind man eyes. -he is overwhelmed with what he sees 
& cannot justly comprehend it. - Such are my feelings, & such may 
they remain.-
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lThe jO"rnIli of RLsmrcM pp. 1-7 opens with an accountofStJago~on the entries lor 
16Januaryto6Febroary. 
lIn his Au/obU>gl"llphy pp. 67-8. CD wrote: 'During my last year at Cambridge I read with 
care and profound inte"'st Humboldt', Pusolllli Namlti~. Thi, work and Sir J. Herschel's 
Inlroduction to IIw StwJy of Nal"",i PlulO5Cphy stirred up in me a burning ze~llo a.dd even 
the most humble contribution 10 the noble stroctu", of Nal1,Jr~1 Science. No one or ~ dozen 
olher books influenced me nearly so much as these two.' CD had with him on the &Pglt 
a copy of the 1822 English translation ofVols. I and 20f the Pt rsolllli NllrTlllillt, Jrd edition, 
combined in one volume, inscribed 'J, S. Henslow to his friend C. Darwin on his 
departu", from EngJ.'II\d upon a ,'oyage around the World 21 Sept'" 1831' . 

Jr~ Immediately after breakfast I went with the Captain to Quail 
Island. - This is a miserable desolate spot, less than a mile in circumfer­
ence. It is intended to fix here the observatory & tents; & will of course 
be a sort of head quarters to us. - Uninviting as its fi rst appearance was, 
I do not think the impression this day has made will ever leave me.­
The first examining of Volcanic rocks must to a Geologist be a memora­
ble epoch, & little less so to the naturalist is the first burst of admiration 
at seeing Corals growing on theirl6S1 native rock. - Often whilst at 
Edinburgh, have I gazed at the little pools of water left by the tide: & 
from the minute corals of our own shore pictured to myself those of 
la rger growth: little did I think how exquisite their beauty is & still less 
did I expect my hopes of seeing them would ever be realized. - And in 
what a manner has it come to pass, never in the wildest castles in the air 
did I imagine so good a plan; it was beyond the bounds of the little 
reason that such day-dreams require. - After having selected a series 
of geolog specimens« collected numerous animals from the sea, -I sat 
myself down to a luncheon of ripe tamarinds& biscuit; the day was hot, 
but not much more so than the summers of England & the sun tried to 
make cheerful the dark rocks of 5t Jago, - The atmosphere was a 
curious mixture of haziness & clearness. -distant objects were blended 
together: but every angle & streak of colour was brightly visible on the 
nearer rocks. I 

Let those who have seen the Andes be discontented with the scenery 
of 5t lago. I think its unusually sterile character gives it a grandeur 
which more vegetation might have spoiled. - I suppose the view is 
truly African, especially to our left, where some round sandy hills were 
only brokenl671 by a few stunted Palms. - I returned to the ship heavily 
laden with my rich harvest, & have all evening been busily employed in 
examining its produce.-

l in his A. .. robwgraplry p. 81, CD wrote: 'The geology ofSt Jago is very striking yel simple: 
a stream of lava formerly flowed over the bed of the sea, fonned of trituraled recent shells 
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and cor~ls, which it has baked into a hard white rock. Since then the whole island has 
bel>n upheaved. But the line of white rock revealed to me a new and import~nt fact 
namely lhal Ihere had been afterwards subsidence around Ihe cr<lters. which had since 
been in aclion, and had poured forth lava. It Ihen firsl dawned on me that I mighl ~hap$ 
write a book on the geology of the various countries visited. and this made me thrill wilh 
delight. This was a memorable hour to me, and how distinctly I c<ln call 10 mind the low 
diff of lava beneath which I rested, with Ihe sun glaring hot, a few strange desert plants 
growing near, and wilh living cor~ls in the tidal pools at my feet. Later in the voyage 
Fitz·Roy asked to read some of my Journal, and declared it would be worth publishing; 
50 here was a second book in prospect!' 

The absence of a reference in the Diary to the line of white rock may be because at this 
stageeD had far from satisfied himself as to its geological origin. In one of the first entries 
in his notebooks for 1832 (Down House Notebook 1.4; and see CD alld the Voyage pp. 
155-7). the while layer is described as 'White sand made up of shells upon which rests 
carious rock. then prismatic feldspar. Between these &: former ones. hard while rock with 
yellow spots. Heapo! white balls beneath white sand. - ... Same process now goingon 
shore: living Iron found in it. I should think this coaSI one of short duration.- Sand 
while from decomposition of Feldspar{?). In places every rock is covered with pisiform 
concretions. In places impossible to tell whether it is Brecda of modem or olderdays.­
Going few hundred yards more South. lower bedsof white sand become filled with large 
boulders of lower rocks: benealh this comes a line of another stratum: more soily &: 
contains large aod more oumerous shells. A rt'gular bed of oysters remains attached to 
the rocks on which they grew. . The lower carious part of Feldspar perhaps owing to 
the expaosive power of steam. - Although in parts this old sea coast is 300r 40 feet above 
presentlevelofocean,yelinothersthepresentbrecciaagaiocoversit,o"~ngtoitshaving 
sunk again most likely. as it agrees with that which has been raised.- What confusion for 
geologists. -' A few days later he rem;"ds himself to perform an experimenl 0" 'Shells 
action under Blowpipe??', as a test of the suggested actio" of Ihe burning lava on the 
subaqueous layers of shells. 

The watercolour of St Jago paiMed by Conrad Martens on 9 June 1833 (eM No. 30, 
BNg/t Rtrord) shows dearly the line of white rock. 

18'" I have been excessively busy all day &: have hardly time to write my 
days log: the little time I was out of my cabin, I spent geologising on 
Quail Island. - The day has been very hot: &: I have feasted on 
Tamarinds &: a profusion of oranges. -for dinner I had Barrow Cooter 
for fish &: sweet potatoes for vegetables: quite tropical and correct.-

19,h I took a walk with Musters. I went to the West along the coast, &: 
then returned by a more inland path. - My imagination never pictured 
so utterly barren a place as this is. -it is not the absence of vegetation 
solely that produces this effect: every thing adds to the idea of solitude: 
nothing meets the eye but plains strewed over with black &: burnt rocks 
rising one above the other: And yet there was a grandeur in such 
scenery & to me the unspeakable pleasure of walking under a tropical 
sun on a wild & desert island. - It is quite glorious the way my 
collections are increasing. I am even already troubled with the vain fear 
that there will be nobody in England who will have the courage to 
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examine some of the less known branches. - I have beenl691 so 
incessantly engaged with objects full of new & vivid interest: that the 
three days appear of an indefinite length. - I look back to the 16th as a 
period long gone by.-

2(P I took a long walk with Macconnick into the interior. - Although in 
such a country the objects of interest are few, yet perhaps from this very 
reason, each individual one strikes the imagination the more. - We 
followed one of the broard water courses, which serves as a road for the 
country people, by the greatest good luck it lead us to the celebrated 
Baobob trees.- I had forgotten its existence, but the sight immediately 
recalled a description of it which I had formerly read. - This enonnous 
tree measured 36!.2 inches at the height of2 .. 8 from ground. Its altitude 
in no way corresponds with its great thickness. - I should not suppose 
it was 30 feet high. - This tree is supposed to be one of longest lived that 
exists. - Adanson supposed that some reached to the age of 6000 
years. - This one bears on its bark the signs of its notoriety-it is as 
completely covered with initials & dates as anyone in Kensington 
Gardens. - We passed on with nothing except the novelty of the scene 
that could give us any enjoyment: the glowing sun above our heads was 
the only thing that reminded us we were in the tropics. - Natu re is 
herel71 1 sterile, nothing breaks the absolute stillness, nothing is seen to 
move: we may indeed except a gay colou red kingfisher & its prey, the 
less gaudy grasshopper. At midday, we seated ourselves under the 
shade of a Tamarind & measured out our small portion of water. - The 
bluish green tint of its colour & the extreme lightness of its pinnate 
foliage gives to this Acacia a most pleasing appearance. - We then left 
the valley & crossed over to Red hill, which is 1300 (ft.] high & 

composed of more recent Volcanic rocks.- On (the) road, two black 
men brought us some goats milk, to pay them we pu t some copper 
money on our open hands: they took a farthing, & when we gave them 
a penny, we hardly cou ld prevent them pouring down a quart of milk 
into our very throats. - These merry simple hearted men left us in roars 
of laughter. - I never saw anything more intelligent than the Negros, 
especially the Negro or Mulatto child ren.-they all immedintely per­
ceived & are astonished at the percussion guns. -they examine every 
thing with the liveliest attention, & if you let them the children 
chattering away, will pull everything out of your pockets to examine 
it. - My silver pencil case was pulled out & much speculated upon.­
When catching a stinging ichneumon, the children pinched themsel­
ves173\ in order to show that the insect would pain me. - We scaled the 
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top of the Red hill & from it had a good view of the most desolate 
countrys in the world. - Our rood home, near to Praya, lay through a 
more fertile valley & few will imagine how refreshing is the sight of the 
dark green of the Palm.- We returned to the vessel very thirsty & 
covered with dust, but not much fatigued, neither did I suffer much 
from the heat of the sun.-

21>1 All day I have been working at yesterdays produce.- Geology is at 
present my chief pursuit! & this island gives full scope for its enjoy­
ment. - There is something in the comparative nearness of time, which 
is very satisfactory whilst viewing Volcanic rocks. -

There have been two bright meteors passing from East to West. 
! In his AUlooWgrllphy p. 77, CD wrote: The investigation of the geology of aU the places 
visited was far more important [than its natural historyl, as reasoning here comes into 
play. On first examining a new district nothing can appear more hopeless than the chaos 
of rocks; but by recording the stratification and nature of the rocks and fossils at many 
points, always reasoning and predicting what will ~ found elsewhere, light soon ~gins 

to dawn on the district, and the structure of the whole becomes more or less intelligible. 
I had brought with me the first volume of LyeU's Prindp/ts of Geology, which I studied 
attentively; and this book was of the highest service to me in many ways. The very first 
plaCi' which I examined, namely St. Jago in the Cape Verde islands, showed me dearly 
the wonderful superiority of Lyell's manner of treating geology, compared with that of 
any other author, whose works I had with me or ever afterwards read.' Some pages later 
(AulOOiography p. 101) he says: The science of Geology is enormously indebted to Lyell ­
more so, as I ~lieve, than to any other man who ever lived. When I was starting on the 
Vl)yageof the Bttlgle, the sagacious Henslow, who, like all other geologists ~lievedat that 
time in 5ucressive cataclysms, advised me 10 get and study the first volume of the 
Principlts, which had then just been published, but on no a("COunt to acrept the views 
therein advocated. How differently would anyone now speak of the Principlts!' 

WritingtoW. D. Fox in August 1835 he said: '1 amgladtohearyouhavesomethoughts 
of ~ginning geology. - I hope you will, there is so much larger a field for thought, than 
in the other branches of Nat: History. - lam become a zealousdisdpleof M' Lyells views, 
as known in his admirable book. - Geologizing in S. America, I am tempted to carry parts 
to a greater extent, even than he does. Geology is a capital science to ~gin, as it requires 
nothing but a lillIe reading, thinking &: hammering.-' See OJruspondena 1: 460. 

The volumes of Lyell's Principlts thai CD had on the Bttlgle were inscribed as follows: 
Vol. 1 (published 1830) 'Given me by Capt. FR C. Darwin'; Vol. 2(1832) 'Charles Darwin 
M: Video. Novem' 1832'; Vol. 3 (1833) 'CO Darwin'. The third volume had reached him 
some time ~fore he wroleto Henslow from Valparaiso on 24July 1834. SeeCorm>pondenct 
1:397-403. 

22" This day has passed (& it is a subject for wonder) very much like any 
other Sunday out of the Magic line of the Tropics. - In the evening I 
strolled about Quail Island & caught myself thinking of England & its 
politicks. -it is my belief that the word reform has not passed the lips 
of any man on board since we saw Madeira. - So absorbing is the 
interest of a new country. -1751 
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Monday 2J'" Walked with Maccormick to Flag Staff Hill. - We passed 
over an extended plain of lable land. - There was scarcely one green 
leaf on the whole tract, yet la rge flocks of goats, together with some 
cattle, contrive to Iive.- It rains but very seldom in this country «when 
it does a mass of vegetation springs up; this soon drys up« withers: « 
upon such miserable sort of hay the animals exist: at present it has not 
rained for a year, & I suppose will not till the proper time next year, viz. 
November & October. - At these periods the island is very unhealthy: 
one ship some years past lost six of its junior officers.- A little to the 
North of the hill, we found a very curious ravine, not much above 30 
yards across.-about 200 feet high. We with some difficu lty found one 
single path at the very end, where wedescended. - In this wild dell we 
fou nd the building places of many birds. - Hawks & Ravens & the 
beautiful Tropic bird were soaring about us: a large wild cal bounded 
across & reached its den before Maccormick could shoot it. - The place 
seemed formed for wild animals: large blocks of rocks, entwined with 
succulent creepers & the ground strewed over with bleached bones of 
Go..1.ts would have been a fine habitation for a Tiger. 1771 

24'h After our one oclock dinner, Wickham, the Captain & myself 
walked to the famous Baobob tree & measured it more accurately.-l 
Cap FitzRoy fi rst took an angle by a pocket sextant & afterward climbed 
the tree & let down a string, both ways gave the same result, viz 45 feet 
in height. - Its circumference measured 2 feet from the grounds (there 
being no projecting roots) gave 35. - Its form is oval, & its greatest 
visible diameter was 13 fee t. - So that in an accurate d rawing its height 
would be 3·4 of its breadth. Cap FitzRoy made a sketch which gave a 
good idea of its proportion, yet in this the height was only about 2·4 of 
[its] breadth. Proving, what one so often observes, that a faithful 
delineation of Nature does not give an accurate idea of it.- We 
re turned home, after our merry & pleasant walk, just as it was dark.-

A very pretty schooner came in this moming: it is strongly suspected 
thai she is a slaver in disguise, she says she is a general trader to the 
coast of Africa. - The Captain mea ns to overhaul her in the morning & 
make out what she is. - I suppose every thing is well concealed, else 
she would not have come into a harbour where a pennant was fly­
;ng.I791 
1 FitzRoy wrote: ·Jna valley near the lownisa \"ery remark.1ble tret> of the Baobab kind, 
supposed to bE, more than a thousand years old; but I am not aware of the groundS upon 
which this assertion is made.' See Nllmlln .. 2: 54. 
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FitzRoy's sketch of the baobob tree (MS diary, opposite p. 69). 

25!~ Collected some marine animals al Quail Island & spent mosl part of 
the day in examining them.-

26!~ Rowlett, Bynoe & myself started early in the morning on a riding 
expedition to Ribera Grande. - We went to Praya to get our horses & 
there had our breakfast: The greatest shopkeeper in the place was our 
host: He is an American & has married a Spanish woman & seems one 
of the most influential people in the place. - After we had finished our 
Coffee in his large & airy rooms, we mounted our ponys. - The road to 
Ribera for the first six miles is totally uninteresting & till we arrived at 
the valley of SI Martin the country presented its usual dull brown 
appearance: here our eyes were refreshed by the varied & beautiful 
forms of the tropical trees. The valley owes its fertility to a small stream 
& following its course Papaw trees, Bananas & Sugar cane flourished.­
I here got a rich harvest of flowers, & still richer one of fresh water 
shells. - After having watered our active & sure footed little horses, we 
again commenced climbing. - In the course of an hour, we arrived at 
Ribera & were astonished at the sight of a large ruined fort & a 
Cathedral:- Ribera Grande liesl8119 miles to the West of Praya & was 
till within later years the principal place in the island. - The filling up 
of its harbour has been the cause of the overthrow of its grandeur. - It 

dwi v rwn nli 



30 ST JACO JANUARY 1832 

now presents a melancholy, but very picturesque appearance. The 
town is situated at the foot of a high black precipice, through which a 
narrow & abrupt valley has cut its way . - The vegetation in this little 
comer was most beautiful; it is impossible sufficiently to admire the 
exquisite fonn of the Cocoa-nut tree, & when, as in this case, they are 
seen waving their lofty heads above the dark green of an Orange Grove, 
one feels convinced that all the praise bestowed on tropical scenery is 
just.- Having procured a black padre for a guide, & a Spaniard who 
had served in the Peninsular war for our interpreter, we visited a 
collection of buildings of which an antient Church forms the principal 
part. - It is here the Governors & Captain Generals of the Islands are 
buried,-some of the tombstones recorded dates of the fourteenth 
century; the heraldic ornaments were the only things in this retired 
place that reminded one of Europe. - This Church or Chapel, formed 
one of the sides of a Quadrangle, in which Bananas werel831 growing.­
On two of the others were the buildings in which the people connected 
with the institution lived. - On the fourth was a hospital, containing 
about a dozen of miserable looking inmates.- In one of the rooms, to 
our surprise, we were shown a collection of tolerable paintings.-the 
colouring & drawing of the drapery was excellent. - We then, accom­
panied as before, returned to the "Venda" & eat ou r dinner. -to see 
which operation a concourse of black men, women & children had 
collected. We luckily had brought some cold meat, as the only things 
the men helped us to were wine & crumbs made from lndian com.­
Certainly the whole scene was most amUSing, our companions the 
blacks were extremely merry, every thing we said or did was followed 
by their hearty laughter. Our Spanish interpreter now left us, before 
mounting his donkey, he loaded a formidable pistol with slugs.­
quietly remarking "this very good for black man" . - Before leaving 
Ribera, we visi ted the Cathedral. - It is a building of some size, but 
does not appear from the absence of plate to be so richlSSI as the smaller 
Church. - It boasts however of a small organ, which sent forth most 
singularly inharmonious notes. - We presented our friend the black 
priest (which the Spaniard with much candour said he thought made 
no difference) with a few shillings & wishing him good morning 
returned as fast as the Ponys would carry us to Porto Praya. 

21h Employed in working at yesterdays produce. 

28'A Collected a great number of curious & beautiful animals from the 
little pools left by the tide. The colours of the sponges & corallines are 
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extremely vivid & it is curious hawaII animated nature becomes more 
gaudy as it approaches the hotter countrys. - Birds, fishes, plants, 
shells are familiar to every one. -but the colours in these marine 
animals will rival in brilliancy those of the higher classes. l 

l in JourtUl/ of ~rches pp. 6-7, CD wrole: 'I was much interested, on several occasions, 
by watching the habits of an Octopus or NtUe-fish. Although common in the pools of 
water left by the retiring tide, these animals were not easily caught. By means of theirlong 
arms and suckers, they could drag their bodies into very n.lrrow crevices; and when thus 
fixed, it required great force toremove them. At other times they darted tail first, with the 
rapidity of an arrow, from one side of the pool to the other, at the same timediscolouring 
the water with a dark chestnut-brown ink. These animals alSQ escape detection by a very 
extraordinary, chameleon-like, power of changing their colour. They appear 10 vary the 
tints, acwrding to the nature of the ground over which they pass: when in deep water. 
their general shade was brownish purple, but when placed on the land, or in shallow 
water, this dark tint changed into one of a yellowish green. The colour, examined more 
carefully, was a French gray, with numerous minute spots of bright yellow: the fonnerof 
these varied in intensily; the latter entirely disappeared and appeared again by tu ms. 
These changes were effected in such a manner, that douds, varying in tint between a 
hyarinth red and a chestnut brown, were continually passing over the body.' 

2~ Divine service was perfonned on Board. -it is the first time I have 
seen it: it is a striking scene & the extreme attention of the men renders 
it much more imposing than I had expected. Every thing on board on 
Sunday is most delightfully dean-the lower decks would put to shame 
many gentlemens houses. - 1871 

3(jh Walked to the coast West of Quail Island with King, & collected 
numerous marine animals,-all of extreme interest.- I am frequently 
in the position of the ass between two bundles of hay.-so many 
beautiful animals do I generally bring home with me. - In the morning 
a few drops of rain fell. 

31$1 This morning the view was very fine. -the air being singularly 
dear. -& the mountains were projected against dark blue or black 
douds. - Judging from their appearances I should have thought the air 
was saturated with moisture. - The Hygrometer proved the contrary, 
the diff: between Temp & Dew point being 29·6: this is nearly double 
what it has been any other morning: on the20lh & 21 51 it was 15'5.- The 
dew formed at 42·2 & atmosphere was 71·8. - On the previous morning 
the diff was only 8·8: & dew point 64'4.- This uncommon dryness of 
the air was accompanied by continued flashes of lightning-con­
sequent I suppose on the great change from unusual dam pness to such 
extreme dryness.-

The whole of this day I have been working very hard with microscope 
at yesterdays produce. 
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Ftbruary 111 Busy with my usual employment, viz marine animals. I891 

2II1II We (Note opposite: Rowlett, Bynoe & myself) started by day-break on 
a riding excursion to 5t Domingo. - For the first 5 miles the road passed 
over one of the numerous plains of table-land: The country here has not 
quite so sterile an appearance owing to the stunted Acacia trees which 
are sparing(lyJ scattered over its faces. - These trees are curiously bent 
by the prevailing wind & I should think formed an excellent average 
wind vane for the Island. ~heir direction is exactly NE & 5W (Magnetic), 
& by its force their tops are often bent into an exact right angle. - At the 
foot of a pyramidal hill of SCOriC2 I tied up my pony to examine the 
rocks. - The road makes so little impression on the barren soil, that we 
here missed our track & took that to Fuentes. - This we did not find out 
till we arrived there, & we were afterwards very glad of our mistake.­
Fuentes is a pretty village with a small stream & everything appears to 
prosper well. - Excepting indeed that which ought to do so most-its 
inhabitants. - The black children, perfectly naked &- looking very 
wretched, were carrying bundles of fire wood half as big as their own 
bodies. - The men &- women badly clothed looked much over­
worked· 191 1 

We gladly left Fuentes &- passed along a wild narrow road to 5t. 
Domingo, which lay about a league to the East. - Before we arrived at 
Fuentes, we saw a large flock of the wild Guinea fowl: they were 
extremely wary &- would not allow us to approach near.- Their 
manner of avoiding us was like that of Partridges on a rainy day in 
September, no sooner do they alight than with their heads cocked up 
they run away &- then if approached fly again. - On approaching 5t 
Domingo a turn in the road fi rst showed us the background of wild 
peaked rocks. -their forms are most fantastic; one part looks like a 
castle wall, others like towers &- pyramids. - Every thing betrays marks 
of extreme violence: &- which is better shown by the rocks being in 
horizontal beds. - As the road approaches the sides of the hill or 
precipice, the town & valley of 51 Domingo are seen. - I can imagine no 
contrast more striking than that of its bright vegetation against the black 
precipices that surround it. - A clear brook gives a luxuriance to the 
spot that no other part of the Island would lead you to expect.­
Nothing has surprised me so much as the very dark green of the 
orangcs;1931 some tropical forms can easily be imagined either from 
hot-house specimens or from drawings, -such as Bananas. -but I do 
not think any adequate idea of the beauty of Oranges or Cocoa Nut trees 
can be formed without actually seeing them on their own proper soil-. 
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We had an introduction toa most hospitable Portugeese, who treated 
us most kindly & feasted us with a most substantial dinner of meat 
cooked with various sorts of herbs & spices, & Orange Tart. - This man 
is a principal owner of the plantation & apparently lives in great 
comfort: his house is simple, but he has perhaps the Utopian felicity of 
growing every thing he wants on his own ground. - We were told there 
was a lake about 2 miles from St. Domingo: after dinner we started to 
see, & followed a path by the side of a brook. - On each side were 
flourishing Bananas, Sugar Cane, Coffee, Guavas, Cocoa Nuts, & 
numberless wild flowers. - None can conceive such delight but those 
who fond of Natural history have seen such scenes. - Weat last arrived 
at the lake: one certainly on the smallest scale, for it was not 20 feet 
across. -by such great names in this dry counlry do theyl951 designate 
a small puddle of fresh water. - After again & again admiring this 
beautiful & retired valley, we returned to our ponys, & wishing our 
most hospitable entertainer buenas dias, we took the direct road for 
Praya. - The day was a grand feast day & the village very full of 
people-a li tt le distance out of it we overlook about 20 young black 
girls. -dressed in most excellent taste. - their black skins & snow white 
linen were adorned with a gay coloured turbans & large shawls.­
When we approached them they suddenly all turned round & covered 
the path with their shawls. -they sung with great energy a wild song: 
beating time with their hands upon the legs. - We threw them some 
Vintem, which were received with screams of laughter, & we left them 
redoubling the noise of their song. - We arrived after it was dark al 
Praya & wi th our tired ponys had some difficulty in picking out our 
way.-

3'" A blowing day: I observe it feels quite cool when thermometer is 
under 75 if at the time there is a fresh breeze. - Walked along Eastern 
coast & found some beautiful corals. - 1971 

4,h Walked with Musters to a high hill N by E of Praya. - On the road 
saw a large flock of guinea fowl, & their usual companion & destroyer 
the wild cat. - These animals appear to be very common in the island, 
so many have been seen since we were here.-

5'" This day or rather the 6"' was originally fixed for sailing but the 
Captain is so much engaged with experiments on Magnetism, that the 
time is put off till tomorrow. - I was engaged with my usual occupation 
of collecting marine anima ls in the middle of the day & examining them 
in the evening. - Daily do I feel myself very hardly used, when on 
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returning to the ship I find it growing dark soon after six oclock. - The 
days are exactly the same as in a dry hot summer in England, but it is 
very surprising the sun choosing to set before its accustomed time 
about 8 oclock. ~ 

6r~ Went in a boat dredging for Corals; but did not succeed in obtaining 
any. Tomorrow we certainly sail. And I am glad of it, for I am becoming 
rather impatient to see tropical Vegetation in greater luxuriance than it 
can be seen here. - Upon the whole the time has been for me of a proper 
length & has flown away very pleasantly.- It isl991 now three weeks, 
& what may appear very absurd it seems to me of less duration than one 
of its parts. - During the first week every object was new & full of 
uncommon interest & as Humboldt remarks the vividness of an impre­
ssion gives it the effect of duration. -in consequence of this, those few 
days appeared tomea much longer interval than the whole three weeks 
does now.-

8rh The dates for the few last days are wrong, for we certainly sailed on 
the 8th after noon. - Again I admired the varied outline of the hills 
round Praya; the memory of which will never be effaced from my mind. 

9'~ Beautiful & calm day, but I could not enjoy it, as to my great 
indignation I felt squeamish & uncomfortable. 

l(jh In the morning a vessel wasin sight. l We chased her all day & have 
just come up to her this evening. - She is a Packet bound for Rio & in 
the morning I intend sending a letler to England2 via Rio de Janeiro, as 
possibly it may sooner arrive there by this than any other conveyance. 
I have felt a little sea-sickness to day: which is too bad, as objects of 
interest are continually occurring. - There were plenty of flying fis h 
round the vessel but no large ones. Everybody is much pleased wit h the 
Beagles sa iling, it certainly is somethingl1011 extraord inary so very 
easily to beat a packet, which is built as a man of war & without her 
guns. - It is rather unaccountable Ihe extreme interest that is univer-
5<llly felt at speaking a ship in "blue water".- We expected no news & 
we received none yet I believe a great disappointment to every person 
in the ship if we had not boarded her. - To our shame be it spoken, we 
entirely fo rgot the Cholera Morbus, & although ourselves having 
smarted from the quarantine at Teneriffe, yet we made no enquiries 
about ou r friends in England.-
r FitzRoy wrott': 'On the 10th we spoke the Lyra packet, going from England 10 Rio dt' 
Janoi!iro, and re<:ei"eda box from ht'rcontaining six of Massey's 5Ounding-leads,those 
ncr-lIenl contrivances which we frequt'nlly found $(I useful.' See N~mI'"'t' 2: 55 

RI CRmbndoe University Press Rp.produced WltM permission bv Derwin Online 



1832 FEBRUARY TO F. NORONHA 35 

leo wrole lohis father this day: "have a long letter, all ready wrillen, but the conveyance 
by which 1 send this is ~ uncertain. - Ihat I will not hazard it. but rather wait for the 
chance of meeting a homeward bound vessel. - Indeed I only take this opportunity as 
perhaps you might be anxious, not having SOOner heard from me. . Natural History 
goeson exceUently& J am incessantly occupied by new& most interesting animals. - . 
'Ihink, if 1 can so soon judge.- 1 shall be able to do ~me original work in Natural 
History. - J find there is ~ little known about many of Ihe Tropical animals.' The longer 
letler was eventually posted on 5 March 1832 from Bahia. See Corrl'spoudroa 1: 201-5 

l1 rh We are rapidly gaining on our voyage to the Equator. 

12 rh There has been a little swell on the sea to day, & I have been very 
uncomfortable: this has tried & quite overcome the small stock of 
patience that the early parts of the voyage left me. - Here I have spent 
three days in painful indolence, whilst animals are staring me in the 
face, without labels & scientific epitaphs.-

13 fh This has been the first day that the heat has annoyed us, & in 
proportion all have enjoyed the delicious coolness of the moonlight 
evenings: but when in bed, it is I am sure just like what one would feel 
if stewed in very warm melted butter. - This morning a glorious fresh 
trade wind is driving us along; I call it glorious because othersl1031 do; 
it is however bitter cruelty to call anything glorious that gives my 
stomach so much uneasiness. - Oh a ship is a true pandemonium, & 
the cawkers who are hammering away above my head veritable 
devils.-

14'· To day at noon we were 150 miles from the Equator, & have 
experienced the weather which is so frequent in these regions. - The 
wind has been light & variable accompanied by small squalls & much 
rain. - The thermometer is night & day between 75 & SO. -air is very 
damp & oppressive. - The appearance of the sky is in these parts 
generally striking: the scene' after sunset was particularly so. Every 
class & form of clouds was present, & by their shadows gave to the sea 
a dead black colour. The sails were flapping against the mast & a long 
swell quietly rolled the ship. The place where the sun had set was 
marked by a long red streak on the horizon & higher above it by a clear 
yellow space, which cast a glare on that part of the ocean. - It is in such 
moments that one fully recollects the many miles that separates our 
ship from any land.-

Every body is alive with the anticipation about Neptunesappearance, 
& I hear of nothing but razors sharpened with a file & a lather made of 
paint & tar, to be used by the gentlest valet de chambre.11051 

15'", 16,h 5aw the rocks of 5t Pauls right ahead: heaved to during the 
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night, & this morning we were a few miles distant from them. - When 
within 3 miles, two boats were lowered, one with M' Stokes for 
surveying the island, the other with M' Wickham & myself for geologiz­
ing & shooting. - St Pauls may be considered as the top of a submarine 
mountain. - It is not above 40 feet above the sea, & about! a mile in 
circumference. - Bottom could not be found within a mile of the Island, 
& if the depth of the Atlantic is as great as it is usually supposed, what 
an enormous pyramid this must be.-

We had some difficulty in landing as the long swell of the open sea 
broke with violence on the rocky coast. - We had seen from a distance 
large flocks of sea-birds soaring about, & when we were on the Island a 
most extraordinary scene was presented. - We were surrounded on 
every side by birds, t so unaccustomed to men that they would not 
move. - We knocked down with stones & my hammer the active and 
swift tern. - Shooting was out of the question, so we got two of the 
boats crew & the work of slaughter commenced. They soon collected a 
pile of birds, & hats full of eggs. 11071 

Whilst we were so active on shore, the men in the boat were not less 
so. - They caught a great number of fine large fish & would have 
succeeded much better had not the sharks broken so many of their 
hooks & lines: they contrived to land three of these latter fish, & during 
our absence 2 large ones were caught from the ship. - We returned in 
great triumph with our prey, but were a good deal fatigued.- The 
island is only 50 miles from the Equator, & the rocks being white from 
the birds dung, reflected a glaring heat. - The birds were only of two 
sorts, Booby and Noddys, & these with a few insects were the only 
organized beings that inhabited this desolate SpOl.2 In the evening the 
ceremonies for crossing the line commenced: The officer on watch 
reported a boat ahead. - The Captain turned "hands up, shorten sail", 
and we heaved to in order to converse with M' Neptune. The Captain 
held a conversation with him through a speaking trumpet, the result of 
which was that he would in the morning pay us a visit.-
' FitzRoy wrote: 'When om party had effccted a landing Ihrough the surf, and had a 
moml'nfs Il'isure to look about them. they were astonished at the muititudl's of birds 
which CQ"ered the rocks, and absolutely darkened the sky. Mr Darwin afterwards said, 
that till then he had ne\'erbelieved the storil'S of men knocking down bi rdswithsticks; 
buI there they might be kicked. before they would move out of Ihe way. The firsl impulse 
of our invaders of this bird-covered rod. was to lay about them likl' schoolboys; eVl'n the 
geological hammer at last became a missile. "Lend me the hammer?" asked one. "No, 
no," replied the ownl'r. "you'll break the handle;" but hardly had he said so. when, 
overcome by the novelty of the scene. and the example of Ihose around him, away wenl 
Ihe hammer, wilh all the force of his own right-arm.' See Narralit ... 2: 56 
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leo wrote: 'Not a single p"'nt. not even a lichen, grows on this island; yet it 15 inhabIted 
by se"er~llnse<:ts and spiden. The following list completes. I belie'·e. the terre!ltrial 
fauNt: a species of Feronia and an acarus. which must have rome here as parasites on the 
birds; iI small brown moth. belonging to a genus that feeds on feathers; a staphylinus 
(Qutd,US) and a woodlouse from beneath the dung; and lastly, numerous spiders, which 
J suppose prey on these small attendants on, and scavengers of the waterfowl. The 
olten-repeated description of the first colonists of the coral islets in the SouthSea,isnot, 
pmbably,quilecorrect:I fearitdestmysthepoetryolthestorytofind,that these little vile 
msec'lsshould thus take possession before the cocoa-nut tree and other noble pia ntshave 
.ppeared.·SeeJourl1lllof~rcM;p.IO. 

lr~ We have crossed the Equator, & I have undergone the disagreeable 
operation of being shaved. Abeu l 9 oclock this morning we poor 
H griffins",II091 two & thirty in number, were put allogether on the 
lower deck. - The hatchways were battened down, so we were in the 
dark & very hot. - Presently four of Neptunes constables came to us, & 
one by one led us up on deck. - I was the first & escaped eaSily: I 
nevertheless found this watery ordeal sufficiently disagreeable.­
Before comi ng up, the constable blindfolded me & thus lead along, 
buckets of water were thundered all around; I was then placed on a 
plank. which could be easily tilted up into a large bath of wa ter. - They 
then lathered my face & mouth with pitch and paint, & scraped some of 
it off with a piece of roughened iron hoop. -a signal being given I was 
tilted head over heels into the water, where two men re<:eived me & 
ducked me. -at last, glad enough, I escaped. - most of the others were 
treated much worse, dirty mixtures being put in their mouths & rubbed 
on their faces. - The whole ship was a shower bath: & water was flying 
about in every direction: of course not one person, even the Captain, 
got clear of being wet through. 111lOl 
I FitzRoy wrote: The disagreeable practice alluded 10 has been permitted in mOSI ships, 
because sanctioned by time; and though many condemn it as an absurd and dangerous 
PM'(1l' 01 lolly, It has also many advocates. Perhaps il isoneof those amu!Il'menlS, of which 
the omissiOfl might be regretted. Its effE"Cts on the minds 01 those engaged in prepanng 
for 11, mummeries, who enjoy it allhe time, and talk of illong afterwards, cannol easily 
beJudged ol, .... ;thout bei.ng an eye-.. ,tness.' 

IS'" At last I certainly am in the Southern hemisphere, & whilst enjoying 
the cool air of the evening, I can gaze at the Southern Cross, Magellans 
cloud & the great crown of the Sou th . - In August quietly wandering 
about Wales, in February in a different hemisphere; nothing ever in this 
life ought to surprise me. - I find I had formed a very exaggerated idea 
of the heat in these zones during their cooler months. - I have often 
grumbled at a hot summers day in England in much more earnest than 
Idoatpresent.-
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19'" This morning a vessel was in sight, but would not show her 
colours.- An hour before sunset Fernando was clearly visible-it 
appears an extraordinary place. -there is one lofty mountain that at a 
distance looks as if it was overhanging. - We are at present lying off &: 
on, &: as soon as the moon gets up we sha ll anchor in the harbor. - Just 
before it was dark Sullivan harpooned a large porpoise. The instrument 
was hurled with such force that it passed through the entire body. - In 
a few minutes a fine animal about five feet long was lyinglll! 1 on the 
deck &: in a still less time a dozen knives were skinning him for 
supper. - The view of the group of Islands was very grand by the clear 
moonlight, &: I felt rather disappointed when I found at day-break 

2e1' that the hills are by no means lofty. - I have wrillen one account of 
the Island in my geology and it is much too hard work to copy anything 
when the sun is only a few degrees from the Zenith. - I spent a most 
delightful day in wandering about the woods. - The whole island is 
one forest, &: this is so thickly intertwined that it requires great exertion 
to crawl along.- The scenery was very beautifuL &: large Magnolias & 
Laurels &: trees covered with delicate flowers ought to have satisfied 
me. - But I am sure all the grandeur of the Tropics has not yet been seen 
by me.- We had no gaudy birds, No humming birds. No large 
flowers-I am glad that I have seen these islands, I shall enjoy the 
greater wonders all the more from having a guess what to look for.­
All the trees either bearing some fruit or large flowers is perhaps one of 
the most striking things that meet one whilst wandering in al1121 wood 
in these glorious regions. - I joined the Captain in the evening & was 
informed that we shou ld sail thai very evening. - What decided his 
plans is the great difficulty in landing in the surf.-

21" We sailed at night, but have not made much way this morning. -lat­
terly it has been a dead calm, the ships head standing the wrong way.­
As long as one was motionl(?Ss the extreme heat is rather enjoyable- but 
after any bodily or mental exertion a most helpless degree of languor 
comes over every faculty. During the night it is like sleeping in a warm 
bath. I am forced to get out & lie on the table, the hardness of which is 
delightful after the round soft hammock.-

22<111 The wind has continued so variable that this morning we were yet 
in sight of Fernando Noronha. - The day has been uncomfortably hot 
&: the evening deliciously cool. - The most serious discomfort which 
affects me, is the difficulty of sleeping: before going to bed it is next to 
impossible to keep the head from falling on the book, but the instant 
one is in the hammock all sleep deserts you. - 11131 
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2yd, 24'~ & 25'~ These three days have passed by quietly & without 
note. - On the 23rd we had scarcely got out of the "variables" which are 
so common in the Equatorial regions, but for the two last days we have 
been driving with a steady Trade wind for the continent ofS America.-

Since leaving Teneriffe the sea has been so calm that it is hard to 
believe it the same element which tossed us about in the Bay of Biscay. 
This stillness is of great moment to the quantity of comfort which is 
attainable on ship-board, hitherto I have been surprised how enjoyable 
life is in this floating prison. - But the greatest & most constant 
drawback to this is the very long period which separates us from our 
return. - Excepting when in the midst of tropical scenery, my greatest 
share of pleasure is in anticipating a future time when I shall be able to 
look back on past events; & the consciousness that this prospect is so 
distant never fails to be painful. - To enjoy the soft & delicious 
evenings of the Tropic; to gaze at the bright band of Stars which 
stretches from Orion to the Southern Cross, & to enjoy such pleasures 
in quiet solitude, leaves an impression which a few years will not 
destroy·- 11141 

26tb For the first time in my life I saw the sun at noon to the North: 
yesterday it was very near over our heads & therefore of course we are 
a little to the South of it. - I am constantly surprised at not finding the 
heat more intense than it is; when at sea & with a gentle breeze blowing 
one does not even wish for colder weather. - I am sure I have 
frequently been more oppressed by a hot summers day in England. 

2~ Quietly sailing. tomorrow we shall reach Bahia . 

28'h About 9 oclock we were near to the coast of Brazil; we saw a 
considerable extent of it, the whole line is rather low & irregular, & from 
the profusion of wood & verdure of a bright green colour. - About 11 
oclock we entered the bay of All Saints, on the Northern Side of which 
is situated the town of Bahia or S' Salvador. It would be difficult ItoJ 
imagine, before seeing the view, anything so magnificent. - It requires, 
however, the reality of nature to make it so. -if faithfully represented 
in a picture, a feeling of distrust would be raised in the mind, as I think 
is the case in some of Martins] views. - The town is fairly embosomed 
in a luxuriant wood & situated on a steep bank overlooks the calm 
waters of the great bay of All Saints. lllSI The houses are white & lofty 
& from the windows being narrow & long have a very light & elegant 
appearance. Convents, Porticos & public buildings vary the uniformity 
of the houses: the bay is scattered over with large ships; in short the 

Rl Cambrid e Universi t Press. Re roduced w ith permission bv Darw in Online 



42 BAHIA FEBRUARY 1832 

view is one of the finest in the Braz.ils. - But their beauties are as 
nothing compared to the Vegetation; I believe from what I have seen 
Humboldts glorious descriptions are &. will fo r ever be unparalleled: 
but even he with his dark blue skies &. the rare union of poetry with 
science which he so strongly displays when writing on tropical scenery, 
with allihis falls far short of the truth. The delight one experiences in 
such times bewilders the mind. -if the eye attempts to follow the flight 
of a gaudy butter-fly, it is arrested by some strange tree or fruit; if 
watching an insect one forgets it in the stranger flower it is crawling 
over. -if turning to admire the splendour of the scenery, the individual 
character of the foreground fixes Ihe attention. The mind is a chaos of 
delight, out of which a world of future &. more quiet pleasure will 
arise.- I am at present fit only to read Humboldt; he like another Sun 
illumines everything I behold.-

I I'resum"bly John Martin. historic,,1 and landscape painter 

29rh The day has passed delightfully: delight is however a weak term for 
such transports of pleasure: [ have hcen wandering byl1161 myself in a 
Brazilian forest: amongst the multitude it is hard to say what set of 
objects is most striking; the genera l luxuriance of the vegetation bears 
the victory, Ihe elegance of the grasses, the novelty of the parasitical 
plants, the beauty of the flowers . -the glossy green of the foliage, all 
tend to this end.- A most paradoxical mixture of sound &. silence 
pervades the shady parts of the wood. -the noise from the insects is so 
loud that in the evening it can be heard even in a vessel anchored 
several hundred yards from the shore. - Yet within the recesses of the 
fores t when in the midst of it a universal stillness appea rs to reign. - To 
a person fond of Natural history such a day as this brings with it 
pleasure more acute than he ever may again experience. - After 
wandering about for some hours, I returned to Ihe landing place.­
Before reaChing it [ was overtaken by a Tropical storm. - I tried to find 
shelter under a tree SO thick Ihat il would never have been penetrated 
by common English rain, yet here in a couple of minutes, a little torrent 
flowed down the trunk. It is to this violence we must attribute the 
verdure in the bottom of the wood. -if the showers were like those of a 
colder clime, the moisture would be absorbed or evaporated before 
rcaching the ground.11171 

Marcil l !r I can only add raptures to the former raptu res. I walked with 
the two Mids a few miles into the interior. The country is composed of 
small hills &. each new valley is more beautiful than the last. - [ 
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collected a greal number of brilliantly colou red flowers, enough to 
make a florist go wild. - Brazilian scenery is nothing more nor less than 
a view in the Arabian Nigh ts, with the advantage of reali ty. - Theair is 
deliciously cool & soft; full of enjoyment one fervently desires to live in 
retirement in this new & grander world.-

1- & 3'" I am quHe ashamed at the very little I have done during these 
two days; a few insects & plants make up the sum total. - My only 
excuse is the torrents of rain, but I am afraid idleness is the true 
reason. - Yesterday Cap Paget dined with us & made himself very 
amusing by detailing some of the absurdities of naval etiquette. - To 
day Rowlett & myself went to the city &: he performed the part of 
Cicerone to me.-in the lower part near to the wharfs, the streets are 
very narrow & the houses even more lofty than in the old town of 
Edinburgh. the smell is very strong & disagreeable, which is not to be 
wondered at, since I observe they have the same need of crying "gardez 
l'eau" as inl1181 Auld Reekie. - All the labor is done by the black men, 
who stand collected in great numbers round the merchants 
warehouses. - The discussions which arise about the amount of hire 
are very animated; the negroes at all times use much gesticulation & 
clamor &: when staggering under their heavy burthens, beat time & 
cheer themselves by a rude song. - I only saw one wheel carriage; but 
the horses are by no means scarce; they are generally small & well 
shaped & are chiefly used for the merchants to ride. - We paid a visit to 
one of the principal churches, we here found for a guide, a little Irish 
boy about 13 years old. - His father was buried there two months ago, 
&: was one of the unfortunate people whom Don Pedro enticed into the 
country under the pretence of settling them. - This little fellow cont­
rives to support his mother & sister by the few Vintems which in the 
course of the day he earns by messages. - Mr Gond, one of the 
principal merchants in the place, offered to lend us horses, if we would 
walk to his country house. - We gladly accepted his offer & enjoyed a 
most delightful ride; one beautiful view after another opening upon us 
in endless succession.11191 

4111 This day is the first of the Carnival, but Wickham, Sullivan &: myself 
nothing undaunted were determined 10 face its dangers.- These 
dangers consist in being unmercifully pelted by wax balls full of waler 
&: being wet Ihrough by large tin squirts. - We found it very difficult to 
maintain our dignity whilst walking through the streets. - Cha rles the 
V has said that he was a brave man who could snuff a cand le with his 
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fingers without flinching; I say it is he who can walk at a steady pace, 
when buckets of water on each side are ready to be dashed over him. 
After an hours walking the gauntlet, we at length reached the country 
& there we were well determined to remain till it W,lS dark. - We did 
so, & had some difficulty in finding the road back again, as we took care 
to coast along the outside of the town. - To complete our ludicrous 
miseries a heavy shower wet us to the skins, & at last gladly we reached 
the Bcagle. - It was the first time Wickham had been on shore, & he 
vowed ifhe was here for six months it should be [the] onlyone.-

5'" King & myself started at 9 oclock for a long naturalizing walk.­
Some of the valleys were even more beautiful than any I have yet 
seen. - There is a wild luxuriance in these spots that isl1201 quite 
enchanting. - One of the great superiorities that Tropical scenery has 
over European is the wildness even of the cultivated ground. Cocoa 
Nuts, Bananas, Plantain, Oranges, Papaws are mingled as if by Na ture, 
& between them are patches of the herbaceous plants such as Indian 
corn, Yams & Cassada: & in this class of views, the knowledge that all 
conduces to the subsistence of Mankind, adds much to the pleasure of 
beholding them. We returned to the ship about l after Soclock & during 
these eight hours we scarcely rested one. - The sky was cloudless & the 
day very hot, yet we did not suffer much: It appears to me that the heat 
merely brings on indolence, & if there is any motive sufficient to 
overcome this it is very easy to undergo a good deal of fatigue. - During 
the walk I was chiefly employed in collecting numberless small beetles 
& in geologising. - King shot some pretty birds & I a most beautiful 
large lizard. - It is a new & pleasant thing for me to be conscious that 
naturalizing is doing my duty, & that if I neglected that duty I should at 
same time neglect what has for some years given me so much plea­
sure·- 11211 

6'" [pricked my knee some days since, & it is now so much swolen that 
I am unable to walk. - The greater part of the day has been spent in idly 
lying on deck. - I am not surprised thai people are so indolent in a hot 
country; neither mind or body require any exercise; watching the sky is 
sufficient occupation for the former & the latter seems well contented 
with lying still.-

1th Since the 6th I have been for the greater part of the time in my 
hammock; my knee continued to swell & was exceedingly painful. - To 
day is the first I have been able to sit up for many hours together. - It 
has been mortifying to see the clear blue sky above my head & not be 
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able to enjoy it. - I have heard of interesting geological facts & am 
disabled from examining them; but instead of grumbling I must think 
myself lucky in having at all seen the glorious city of Bahia. - We have 
had some festivities on board; the day before yesterday there was a 
grand dinner on the quarter deck. - Cap Paget has paid us numberless 
visits & is always very amusing: he has mentioned in the presence of 
those who would if they cou ld have contradicted him, facts about 
slavery so revolting, thatlI221 if I had read them in England, I should 
have placed them to the credulous zeal of well-meaning people: The 
extent to which the trade is carried on; the ferocity with which it is 
defended; the respectable (!) people who are concerned in it are fa r from 
being exaggerated at home. - I have no doubt the actual state of by far 
the greater part of the slave population is far happier than one would be 
previously inclined to believe. Interest & any good feelings the prop­
rietor may possess would tend to this. - But it is utterly false (as Cap 
Paget satisfactorily proved) that any, even the very best treated, do not 
wish to return to their countries. - "If I could but see my father & my 
two sisters once again, I should be happy. I never can forget them." 
Such was the expression of one of these people, who are ranked by the 
polished savages in England as hardly their brethren, even in Gods 
eyes. - From instances I have seen of people so blindly & obstinately 
prejudiced, who in other points I would credit, on this one I shall never 
again scruple utterly to disbelieve: As far as my testimony goes, every 
individual l1231 who has the glory of having exerted himself on the 
subject of slavery, may rely on it his labours are exerted against miseries 
perhaps even greater than he imagines.-

13th Unable as yet to leave the ship. 

14th Hired a boat & went some miles up the harbour.- I found some 
interesting geological appearances & spent some pleasant hours in 
wandering on the beach. 

15th The Beagle weighed anchor this morning & proceeded to sound the 
bank, which runs out at the head of the bay. - As it was intended to 
come in again I was landed on shore & was very glad to have one other 
opportunity of admiring the beautiful country round Bahia. I procured 
an Irish boy as an interpreter & again started to revisit the same place as 
I did yesterday .- After walking for some time in the heat of the sun, 
we entered a Venda & drank some most excellent Sangaro. - As is 
generally the case we were soon surrounded by black men, women & 
children. I do not know whether they afforded me or I them the most 
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amusement; their astonishment was great at the Fly net, small pistol & 
compass: as one thing came out after another from my most capacious 
pockets, they cried "full, full of sins". - Doubtlessl1241 thinking all my 
instruments were related "al Diabolo". - Every body is delighted with 
the excellent manners of the Negros. - I gave my friends at the Venda 
some wine & when I parted with them it is my firm belief, no Dutchess 
with three tails could have given such courtlike & dignified bows as the 
black women saluted me with. - In the evening I went to the Hotel d 
Universe, where by the help of the three words "comer" to eat, "cama" 
a bed & "pagar" my host & myself contrived to agree very well. 

16
th The next morning I took a long walk & collected a great number of 
plants & insects; it was a fine glowing day; but it is quite delightful to 
find, so contrary to what I had expected, that the heat by no means 
incapacitates one for exercise. - In the middle of the day went on board 
the Samarang & dined there. The difference between a surveying vessel 
& one in real fighting order is very striking. In the Samarang atany time 
under five minutes they could fire an effective broadside. I spent most 
part of the evening with the Mids; & such a set of young unhangedl1251 
rogues the young gentlemen" are, is sufficient to astonish a shore-going 
fellow. - About 9 oclock the Beagle came in & anchored & instead of 
sleeping on board the Samarang I went to my own hammock. - It was 
a piece of high good luck that I remained on shore during the two days: 
the ship rolled & pitched so much, that the greater part of the junior 
officers were sick. - People in general are not at all aware what a lasting 
misery sea-sickness is. Continually one meets men who having been at 
sea during their whole life yet are uncomfortable in every breeze. 

17th Took a farewell stroll with King: the evening was bright & exceed­
ingly clear; nol a breath of air moved the leaves; every thing was quiet; 
nothing could be better adapted for fixing in the mind the last & 
glorious remembrances of Bahia. - If to what Nature has granted the 
Brazils, man added his just & proper efforts, of what a country might 
the inhabitants boast. Bul where the greater pa rts are in a state of 
slavery, & where this system is maintained by an entire stop to 
education, the mainspring of human actions, what can be expected; but 
that the whole would be polluted by its part.- 11261 

18th We got under weigh early in morning & cruized about the harbor 
untill the charts were finished. - Against a strong tide we slowly stood 
out of the bay of All Saints & took a lasting farewell of Bahia: if I have 
already seen enough of the Tropics to be allowed to judge, my report 
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would be most favourable; nothing can be more delightful than the 
climate, & in beauty the sky & landscape are unparalleled in a colder 
zone.-

19th The next morning from the light winds & strong current we were yet 
in sight of the coast of Brazil: 

10th & this morning to the astonishment of every body the opening into 
Bahia was distinctly visible. - In the forenoon a water-spout took place 
at a few miles distance & was to me a very interesting phenomenon.­
From a stratus or black bank of clouds, a small dark cylinder (shaped 
like a cows tail) depended & joined it self to a funnel shaped mass which 
rested on the sea. - It lasted some moments & then the whole appear­
ance vanished into an exceedingly heavy rain storm. - When they 
approach near to a vessel, it is usual to fire a big gun in order to break 
them. 

A large shark followed the ship, & was first struck by a harpoon; after 
this he was hooked by a bait & again being struck broke the hook & 
escaped. - Such an adventure creates great interest all over the whole 
ship.- lll71 

11$1 The greatest event of the day has been catching a fine young shark 
with my own hooks: It certainly does not require much skill to catch 
them, yet this no way diminishes the interest. - In this case the hook 
was bigger than the palm of the hand & the bait only a bit of salted pork 
just sufficient to cover the point. Sharks when they seize their prey turn 
on their backs; no sooner was the hook astern, than we saw the silvery 
belly of the fish & in a few moments we hauled him on de<k.-

21M & 13m The wind yet continues very light & contrary; there is 
however to my cost a little swell, enough to make me all day long rather 
uncomfortable: Occupation is the best cure, & I always have, when 
leaving a port, the pleasant one of arranging the collections.-

14th, 15th & Monday 16th These three days, like the weather, have passed 
away with quietness & enjoyment. - We are nearly 4 degrees from the 
coast of Brazil & about 2 from the Albrolhos, from wh ich islands a long 
shoal extends itself. - The Lead has been regularly cast at every two 
hours.-to day after finding no bottom at 230 fathoms we suddenly 
came on the bank with between 30 and 40. We are now steering for the 
islands.-

112811 find living on board a most excellent time for all sorts of study; 
& 1 cannot imagine why anybody who is not sick should make objec-
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tions on that score. - There is lillie to interrupt one, for instance since 
leaving Bahia the only living things that we have seen were a few sharks 
& Mother Carys chickens. - At night in these fine regions of the Tropics 
there is one certain & never failing source of enjoyment, it is admiring 
the constellations in the heaven. - Many of those who have seen both 
hemispheres give the victory to the stars of the North. - It is however 
to me an inexpressible pleasure to behold those constellations, the first 
sight of which Humboldt describes with such enthusiasm.- I experi­
ence a kindred feeling when I look at the Cross of the South, the 
phosphorescent clouds of Magellan & the great Southern Crown.-

27k, 28,k During these two days the labours of the expedition have 
commenced. - We have laid down the soundings on parts of the 
Abrolhos, which were left undone by Baron Roussin. - The depth 
varied to an unusual extent: at one cast of the lead there would be 20 
fathoms & in a few minutes only 5. - The scene being quite new to me 
was very interesting. - Everything in such a state of preparation; Sails 
all shortened & snug: anchor ready to let 11291fall: no voice or noise to 
be heard, excepting the alternate cry of the leadsmen in the chains.­
We anchored for the night 

29'· & next morning we altered our place to within 2 miles of the groupe 
of Islands. - The Abrolhos consisted of 5 small rocky islands, which 
although uninhabited are not unfrequently visited by fishermen.­
Two parties landed directly after breakfast. l I commenced an attack on 
the rocks & insects & plants. -the rest began a more bloody one on the 
birds. - Of these an enormous number were slaughtered by sticks, 
stones & guns; indeed there were more killed than the boats could 
hold. - We all returned for dinner & after that a boat was given to the 
midshipmen in order that they might see the islands. - I took the 
opportunity & had another ramble on this solitary spot. - Whilst 
pulling back to the ship we saw a turtle; it immediately went down, 
nothing certainly could be imagined worse for surprising an animal 
than a boat full of midshipmen. 
' Fil>;Roy wrote: 'We.nchoredneartheislelS,atdusk,onthe28th, afterbein ginfrequent 
anxiety, owing to sudden changes in the depth of water; and next morning, moved to a 
better berth at the west side, very near them. They are rather low, but covered with grass, 
and there is a little scattered brushwood. The highest point rises to about a hundred feet 
above the sea. Theirgeological fonnation, Mr Darwin told me, isof gneiss and sandstone, 
in horizontal strata. When our boats landed, immt'nse flights of birds rose simultane­
ously, and darkened tht' air. It was the breeding and moulting season; nests full of eggs, 
or young unnedged birds, absolult'lyrovered the ground. and inil very short time our 
boats "'ere laden with their rontents. 5H Nan1lrn~ 2: 64-5. 
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30'~ All to day we have been cruizing in sight of the Islands & have been 
employed inl1301 sounding & taking angles. - I have been most 
pleasantly employed in working at yesterdays produce. - We are now 
(at night) sailing with a fine breeze abaft the beam for Rio.-

31.<1 A fine rattling breeze. 

Aprill ol All hands employed in making April fools. -at midnight nearly 
all the watch below was called up in their shirts; Carpenters for a leak: 
quarter masters that a mast was sprung. -midshipmen to reef top-sails; 
All turned in to their hammocks again, some growling some laugh­
ing. - The hook was much too easily baited for me not to be caught: 
Sullivan cried out, "Darwin, did you ever see a Grampus: Bear a hand 
then". I accordingly rushed out in a transport of Enthusiasm, & was 
received by a roar of laughter from the whole watch.-

2M A rainy, squally morning, very unusual at this time of year in these 
Latitudes; being now about 130 miles East of Rio. A large flock of 
Mother Carys chicken are hovering about the stem in same manner as 
swallows do on a calm summer evening over a lake. - A flying fish fell 
on the deck this morning; it struck the mast high up near the main yard: 
sticking to the fish was a crab, the pain of which caused perhaps this 
unusual degree of action. - 1131 1 

3,J This morning Cape Frio was in sight: it is a memorable spot to many 
in the Beagle, as being the scene of the disgraceful wreck of the Thetis. l 

All day we ran along the coast & in the evening drew near to the harbour 
of Rio. - The whole line is irregularly mountainous, & interspersed 
with hills of singular forms. - The opening of the port is recognised by 
one of these, the well known Sugar-Ioaf.- As it would be impossible to 
get a good anchorage or enjoy the view so late in the evening, the 
Captain has put the ships head to the wind & we shall, to my great joy, 
cruize about for the night. - We have seen great quantities of shipping; 
& what is quite as interesting, Porpoises, Sharks & Turtles; altogether, 
it has be€n the most idle day I have spent since I left England.­
Everybody is full of anxiety about letters & news papers, tomorrow 
morning our fates will be decided. 
I A full account of the loss of the frigate HMS Thrtis with 2Sofhercrew in a squall off Cape 
Frio on 5 Decemi:>E'r 1830 is given by FitzRoy in Narrlltitlt 2: 67-n. He concludes: "Those 
who never run any risk: who sail only when the wind is fair; who heave to when 
approaching land, though perhaps a day's sail distant; and who even delay the perfor­
mance of urgent duties until they can i:>E'doneeasily and quite safely; are, doubtless, 
extremely prudent persons- but rather unlike those officers whose names will never be 
forgolten while England has a navy , 
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4111 The winds being very light we did not pass under the Sugar loaf till 
after dinner: our slow cruize was enlivened by the changing prospect of 
the mountains; sometimes enveloped by white clouds, sometimes 
brightened by the sun, the wild & stonyl1321 peaks presented new 
scenes. - When within the harbor the light was not good, but like to a 
good picture this evenings view prepared the mind for the morrows 
enjoyment. - In most glorious style did the little Beagle enter the port 
& lower her sails alongside the Flag ship. We were hailed that from 
some trifling disturbances we must anchor in a particular spot. Whilst 
the Captain was away with the commanding officer, we tacked about 
the harbor & gained great credit from the manner in which the Beagle 
was manned & directed. - Then came the ectacies of opening letters, 
la rgely exciting the best & pleasantest feelings of the mind; I wanted not 
the floating remembrance of ambition now gratified, I wanted not the 
real magnificence of the view to cause my heart to revel with intense 
joy; but united with these, few could imagine & still fewe r forget the 
lasting & impressive effect.-

5111 In the morning I landed with Earl at the Palace steps; we then 
wandered through the streets, admiring their gay & crowded appear­
ance.- The plan of the town is very regular, the lines, like those in 
Edinburgh, running parallel, & others crossing them at right angles.­
The principal streets leading from the squares are straightl1331 & 
broard; from the gay colours of the houses, ornamented by balconys, 
from the numerous Churches & Convents & from the numbers hurry­
ing along the streets, the city has an appearance which bespeaks the 
commercial capital of Southern America. - The morn ing has been for 
me very fertile in plans: most probably I shall make an expedition of 
some miles into the interior,-& at Botofogo Earl & myself found a most 
delightful house which will afford us most excellent lodgings.- 1 

I look forward with the greatest pleasure to spending a few weeks in 
this most quiet & most beautiful spot. - What can be imagined more 
delightful than to watch Nature in its grandest form in the regionsoithe 
Tropics?- We returned to Rio in great spirits & dined at a Table d Hote, 
where we met several English officers serving under the Brazilian 
colours. - Earl ma kes an excellent guide, as he formerly lived some 
yea rs in the neighbourhead: it is calamitous how short & uncertain life 
is in these countries: to Earls enquiries about the number of young men 
whom he left in health & prosperity, the most frequent answer is he is 
dead & gone. - The deaths are generally to be attributed to drin king: 
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few seem able to resist the temptation, whenll341 exhausted by busi­
ness in this hot climate, of strongly exciting themselves by drinking 
spirits.-
'See dr~wing and w~terrolour by Conrad Martens, CM Nos. 42 and 43, &agl .. Record 
p. 52. 'IJotofogo'ismorerorrecllyspelt 'Botafogo' 

6'· The day has been frittered away in obtaining the passports for my 
expedition into the interior. - It is never very pleasant to submit to the 
insolence of men in office; but to the Brazilians who are as contemptible 
in their minds as their persons are miserable it is nearly intolerable.­
But the prospect of wild fo rests tenanted by beautiful birds, Monkeys & 
Sloths, & Lakes by Cavies & Alligators, will make any naturalist lick the 
dust even from the foot of a Brazilian.-

7'" I finally made the few but necessary arrangements for my riding 
excursion to Rio Macae:] & in the evening moved some of my goods & 
chatels to Botofogo. Earl & King likewise prepared themselves for 
residing there. 

'The accent sometimes inserted by CD is wrong. A modern map shows the name of the 
town and til'eras Macao' . 

8''1 At 9 oclock I joined my party at Praia Grande,l a village on the 
opposite side of the Bay. - We were six in number & consisted of M' 
Patrick Lennon, a regular Irishman, who when the Brazils were fi rst 
opened to the English made a large fortune by selling spectacles, 
Thermometers &c &c. - About 8 eight years since he purchased a tract 
of forest country on the Macae & put an English agent over it.­
Communication is so diHicultl1351 that from that time to the present he 
has been unable to obtain any remittances. - After many delays M' 
Patrick resolved in person to visit his estate.- It was easily arranged 
that I should be a companion & certainly in many respects it has been 
an excellent opportunity for seeing the country & its inhabitant. _ M' 
Lennon has resided in Rio 20 years & was in consequence well qualified 
to obtain information - in his disposition very shrewd & intelligent. He 
was accompanied by his nephew a sharp youngster following the steps 
of his Uncle & making money.- Thirdly came M' Lawrie, a well 
informed clever Scotchman, selfish lillprillcipled man, by trade partly 
Slave-Merchant partly Swindler. He brought a friend a M' Gosling an 
apprentice to a Druggist. M' Lawries brother married a handsome 
Brazilian lady, daughter of a large landed proprietor, also on the Macae, 
& this person M' Lawrie was going [to] visit.- A black boy as guide & 
myself completed the party.- And the wilds of Brazils have seldom 
seen a more extraordinary & quixotic set of adventurers. -
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Ou r first stage was very interesting, 2 the day was powerfully hot &as 
we passed through the woods, every thing was still, excepting the large 
& brilliantl1361 butterflies, which lazily fluttered aboul.- The view 
seen when crossing the hills behind Praia Grande is most sublime & 
picturesque.- The colours were intense & the prevailing tint a dark 
blue, the sky & calm waters of the hay vied with each other in 
splendor. - After passing through some cultivated country we entered 
a Forest, which in the grandeur of all its parts could not be exceeded.­
As the gleams of sunshine penetrate the entangled mass, I was forcibly 
reminded of the two French engravings after the drawings of Maurice 
Rugendas & Le Compte de Clavae. - In these is well represented the 
infinite numbers of lianas & parasitical plants & the contrast of the 
flourishing trees with the dead & rotten trunks. I was at an utter loss 
how sufficiently to admire this scene. - We arrived by mid-day at 
Ithacaia; this small vi llage is situated on a plain & round the central 
houses are the hut s of the negroes. - These fro m their regular form & 
position reminded me of the drawings of the Hottentot habitations in 
Southern Africa.3 As the moon would rise early, we determined to start 
that evening for ou r sleeping place at the ugoa Marica.11371 

As it grew dark we passed under one of the massive bare & steep hills 
of granite which are so common in this country. - This spot is notorious 
as having been fo r a long time the residence of some run-away slaves, 
who by cultivating a little grou nd near the top contrived to eke ou t a 
subsistence.4 We continued riding for some hours; for the few last miles 
the road was intricate, it passed through a desert waste of ma rshes & 
lagoons. - The scene by the dimmed light of the moon was most 
desolate; a few fi re-flies flitted by us & the solitary snipe as it rose 
uttered its plaintive cry. - the distant & sullen roar of the sea scarcely 
broke the stillness of the night. _ 5 We arrived a t last at the Venda, & 
were very glad to lie down on the straw mats.- ll381 
!Nowpart of Niteroi . 
: The entry for this Sunday in CO's serond fl('td notebook (Do .... n House Notebook 1.10) 
runs as follows: 'H!lls generally rounded. often bilre;-f1at alluviill valley bet .... een them. 
Villageofltho-<aia 12 miles from Rio.- Temp. in white sand l04°inshade. _ View at first 
lea\"ing Rio sublime, picturesque, intense colours, blue prevailing tint - large plantations 
o{sugarrustling&coffee- Mimosanatural\,eil - Forestlikebutmoreglorious thanthose 
in the engra\'ing; gleams of sunshine; parasitical plants; bananas; large lea\'es; sun 
sultry. - All still, but large & brilliant butterflies; Much .... ater; surprised to see Guinea 
fowls; our calvacade very Qui)<otic; the banks most tet'ming with wood & beautiful 
flowers; village of Ith regular like the Hottentots; the poor blacks thus perhaps try to 
persuade theO\Sol'lves that they are in the land of their Fathers. - The rock from which the 
old woman threw herself. - Temp. of room 80'"- Our dinner; eggs and rice; our host 
saying we could ha\· ... anythmg. - About" oclock, & arri\"oo at our sleepIng place about 
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9. - Sand &: swampy plains&: thkketsaltematmg-passed through bya dim moonlight­
Ihecriesofsnipes;firefl,es&:afewnoisyfrogs&:goatsuckers' 
)The next SoI'nlenCe has been deleted. It runs: "Thus perhaps do these poor people in the 
midst of their sL,wery ( .. lito theIr minds the home of their f .. thers .-' 
'Follo"'ed by ,lOother deleted passage: 'At length some soldIers were sent &. secured 
them all, (>xc(>pting on(> old woman, who soon(>r than bt> agam lak(>n, dasht>d herwlf to 
pieces from th(> very summit. - I suppose in a Roman matron this would bt> c .. U(>d noble 
patriotism, in a n(>gress il iscall(>d brutal obstinacy!-
sThe words ·sc .. rcely. . night' are substituted for 'kept concert with our fa-lings'. 

9'h We left our miserable sleeping place before sunrise. - The road 
passed through a narrow sandy plain, lying between the sea &: the 
interior salt lagoons. - The number of beautiful fishing birds such as 
Egrets, Cranes &c & the succulent plants assuming such fantastical 
fonns gave to the scene an interest which it would not otherwise have 
possessed. - The few stunted trees were loaded by parasitical plants, 
amongst which the beauty & delicious fragrance of some of the 
Orchide<e were most to be admired. - As the sun rose, the day became 
very hot, & the reflection of the light &: heat from the white sand was 
very distressing. The thermometer in my pocket stood at %0. - Dined 
at Mandetiba: thermo in shade 84°. - The beautiful view quite refreshed 
us; the distant wooded hills were seen over & reflected in the perfectly 
calm water of an extensive lagoon. - As the Venda here was a very 
good one, & I have the pleasant but rare remembrance of an excellent 
dinner, I will be grateful & describe it as the type of its Class. These 
hou ses are often large, & are built of thick upright posts, with boughs 
interwoven, which are afterwards plastered, & they seldom have 
floors , & never glazed windows, I1391 but are generally pretty well 
roofed. - Universally the front part is open, forming a kind of veran­
dah; in which are placed tables & benches. On each side are the bed 
rooms where the passenger may sleep, as comfortably as he is able, on 
wooden platforms, covered by a thin straw mat.' 

The Venda stands in a court, where the horses are fed. - On first 
arrival we unsaddle our horses & give them their Indian corn. - Then 
with a low bow ask the Signor to do us the favor to give us something 
10 eat.- "Anything you choose Si r" is his answer.- For the few first 
times vainly 1 thanked providence for guiding us to so good a man.­
The conversation procceeding, the case usually became deplorable: 
"Any fi sh can you do us the favor of giving?".- "Oh no Sir." "Any 
soup." No Sir." Any bread." "Oh no Sir." - Any dried meat. "Oh no 
Sir.- If we were lucky, by waiting 2 hours we obtained fowls rice &: 
farinha. - It not un frequently happens that the guest is obliged to kill 
with stones the poultry, for his own dinner. 11401 
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When really exhausted with fatigue & hunger, we timorously hinted 
we should be glad of our meal. - The pompous, &, though tme, most 
unsatisfactory answer was given, "it will be ready when it is ready".­
If we had dared to remonstrate any furthe r, we should have been told 
to proceed on our journey as being too impertinent. - Their charges 
are, however, exceedingly moderate, but they wilL if they are able, 
cheat. - The hosts are most ungracious & disagreeable in their man­
ners.-their houses & their persons are often filthily dirty.-the want 
of the common accomodation of fo rks, knives, spoons is even common. 
I am quite sure no cottage, no hut in England could be found in a state 
so utterly destitute of what we considered comforts. - At Campos 
Novos, we fared sumptuously, having rice & fowls, biscuit & wine & 
spirits for dinner, coffee in the evening. & with it for breakfast fish.­
good food forthe horses, & this only cost 2" 6d per head. - Yet this same 
man, being asked if he knew anything of a whip which one of the party 
lost, gruffly answered, "How should I know? Why did you not take care 
ofit.- I suppose the dogs have eat iI". 11411 

Leaving Mandetiba, we continued to pass through an intricate 
wilderness of lakes, in some of which were fresh, in others salt water 
shells. 

We at last entered the forest; the trees were very lofty, & what was 
always to be remarked in them was the whiteness of the boles, this at a 
distance adds much to their effect, - I see by my note book, "wonder­
ful, beautiful flowering parasites" invariably this strikes me as the most 
novel object in a Tropical forest. - On the road we passed through 
tracks of pasturage, much injured by the enormous conical ants nests, 
which in height were about 12 feet. -they give to the plain exactly the 
appearance of the Mud Volcanoes at Jorullo, figured by Humboldl.­
We arrived after it was dark at Ingetado: having been 10 hou rs on 
horseback. I never ceased to wonder, from the beginning to the end of 
the journey, at the amount of labor which these horses are capable of 
enduring: I presume it is from being in a country more congenial to their 
original natme.-and from the same cause they seem far better than 
English horses to recover [from I injuries & wounds. - 11421 
lThe words 'where the pilssenger may sleE'p . . thin straw mat' are substituted for'with 
either Lathes Or platforms: each person has a mat &: with the knapsack for a pillow makes 
as good a bed asheisable'. 

10'h We all started before it was light in high spirits; but 15 miles of heavy 
sand before we got our breakfast at Addea de St Pedro! nearly destroyed 
the whole chivalrous party. - After another long ride we arrived at OUf 
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sleeping place, Campos Novos. - It was a very pleasant cool evening. 
Thermom. on the turf 74°: I went out collecting & found some fresh 
water shells.-
INow~oredroD'1I1de.a . 

11th Passed through several leagues of a thick wood.- I felt unwell, 
with a little shivering & sickness: crossed the Barra deSt Ja6a in a canoe, 
swimming alongside our horses: could eat nothing at one oclock, which 
was the first time I was able to procure anything. - Travelled on till it 
was dark, felt miserably faint & exhausted; I often thought I should 
have fallen off my horse. - Slept at the Venda da Matto, 2 miles S of the 
entrance of the Rio Macae into the sea. - All night felt very unwell; it 
did not require much imagination to paint the horrors of illness in a 
foreign country, without being able to speak one word or obtain any 
medical aid.-

12th The next morning, I nearly cured myself by eating cinnamon & 
drinking port wine; gladly in the eveningl1431 did I arrive at 5ocego, the 
house of Signor Figuireda , the elder M' Lawrie's father in law.-

13t~ Felt much better & able throughily to enjoy our days rest here. - In 
this case the Fazenda consists of a piece of cleared ground cut out of the 
almost boundless forest. - On this are cultivated the various products 
of the country: Coffee is the most profitable: the brother of our host has 
100,000 trees, producing on an average 2 Ib per tree, many however 
singly will bear 8 lb. or even more. Mandeika (or Cassada) is likewise 
cu ltivated in great quantity: every part is usefuL-the leaves & stalks 
are eat by the horses; the roots, ground into pulp, pressed dry, & then 
baken makes the Farinha; by far the most import(ant] article of subsis­
tence in the Brazils. From this is prepared the Tapioka of commerce.­
It may be mentioned as a curious though well known fact that the 
expressed juice is a most deadly poison; a few yea rs ago at this Fazenda 
a Cow died from drinking some of it. - Feijoa or beans are much 
cultivated & form a most excellent vegetable; one bag bringing some­
times SO. - Sugar Cane is also grown. And rice in the swampy parts. 
Signor Fig. planted three bags & they produced 320. 11441 

The house was simple & uncomfortable, & formed like an English 
barn: it was well floored, & thatched with reeds. - The windows 
merely had shutters. Interiorly it was divided into rooms by partitions 
which did not reach the roof. At one end was a sitting room of the whole 
breadth.-the gilded chairs & sofas were oddly contrasted by the white 
washed walls. - Beyond this was a longitudinal division, one side of 
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which was the dining room, on the other, 4 bedrooms belonging to the 
famil y. Separated from this building only by a few inches was another 
long shed, the adjoining end formed the kitchen: the ot her, large 
storehouses & grana ries. - These fonned one line on the other side of 
a clea red space where coffee was drying, were the bedrooms for guests, 
stables & working shops for the blacks, who had been taught different 
trades. Surrounding these were the huts of about 110 negroes, whom 
Signor & one white man as a manager contrive to keep in perfect 
order. - The house, built on a hill at the foot of which a brook runs, 
overlooked the cultivated l1451 ground , & was bounded by an horizon 
of green luxuriant forest. - The pasturage abounded in cattle, goats, 
sheep & horses; near the house, oranges, Bananas nourished almost 
spon taneously. - The woods are SO full of game, that they had hunted 
& killed a deer on each of the three days previous to ou r arrival.- This 
profusion of food shows itself at the dinners, when if the tables do not 
groan, the guests surely do. - Each person is expected to ea t of every 
dish; one day having, as I thought, nicely calculated so that nothing 
should go away untasted, to my utter dismay a roast turkey &: a pig 
appeared in all their substantial reality.- During the meals, it was the 
employment of a man to drive out sundry old hounds &: dozens of black 
children which together a t every opportunity crawled in . - As long as 
the idea of slavery could be banished , there was something exceedingly 
fascinating in this simple & patriarchal style of living.-It was a such 
perfect retirement &: independence of the rest of the world. - As soon 
as any stranger is seen arriving, a large bell is set tolling &: generally 
some small cannon are fired; thus it is announcedl1461 to the rocks &: 
woods &: to no one else. - One morning I walked out before daylight to 
admire the solemn stillness, when it was broken by the morning hymn 
raised on high by the whole body of the blacks; in this manner do they 
generally begin theirdayly work. - In such Fazendasas these I have no 
doubt the slaves pass contented &: happy lives. - Signor Manoel 
Joaquem da Figuireda is a man of an in telligent &: enterprising cha rac­
ter. - Some of the roads through his estate were cut in a European 
fas hion; in a yea rs time he believes he shall (be) able so to shorten the 
road to Campos (a large city) that instead of two days ride it will be only 
one: He has likewise fixed a saw-mill , which answers admirably in 
sawing the rose-wood. - This cut into thick planks is noated down to 
Macae. - If many were to imitate the exam ple of this man, what a 
difference a few years would produce in the Brazils.-
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14'k Started at midday for M' Lennons estate; the road passed through a 
vast extent of forests; on the ro.ld we saw many beautiful birds, Toucans 
&- Bee-eaters. We slept at a Fazenda a league from our journeys end; the 
agent received us hospitably & was the only Brazilianl1471 I have seen 
with a good expression: the slaves here appeared miserably over­
worked & badly clothed. - Long after it was da rk they were employed. 
The common method of maintaining the slave, as at Signor Figuireda, 
is to give them two days, Saturday & Sunday, the produce of which is 
sufficient to support them & their families for the ensuing five.-

1S'k We were obliged to have a black man to clear the way with a sword; 
the woods in this neighbourhead contain several fo rms of vegetation 
which I had not before seen. -some species of most elegant tree 
ferns. -a grass like the Papyrus; & the Bamboo, the circumference 
of the stems were 12 inches. _IOn arriving at the estate, there was a 
most violent & disagreeable quarrell between Mt Lennon & his agent, 
which quite prevented us from wishing to rema in there. - This Fazenda 
is the most interior piece of cleared ground, untill you pass the 
mountains. -i ts length is 2 & i miles, Mr Lennon is not sure how many 
broard.-i t may be guessed whatl1481 a state the country must be in 
when J believe every furlong of this might be cultivated. - In the 
evening it rained very hard, I suffered from the cold, although the 
thermometer was 75°. - During M' Lennonsquarrell wi th his agent, he 
threa tened to sell at the public auction an illegitima te mu latto child to 
whom M' Cowper was much attached: also he nearly put into execution 
taking a ll the women & children from their husbands &- selli ng them 
separa tely at the market at Rio.- Can two more horrible &- flagrant 
instances be imagined?-&- yet I will pledge myself that in huma nity &­
good feeling M' Lennon is above the common run of men. - How 
strange & inexplicable is the effect of habit &- interest!. - Against such 
facts how weak are the arguments of those who maintain that slavery is 
a tolerable evil! 
I Followed by a delete-d sentence: 'I was rather disappoin ted in them &: can hardly believe 
they were good speOmens. -' 

16,k Sta rted earty in the morning to Signor Manuel at Socego, whom it 
was agreed upon shou ld bearbitrator: Again I enjoyed the never fa iling 
deligh t of riding th rough the forests . 

J1h & 18,h These two days were spent at Socego, & was the most 
enjoyable part of the whole expedition; the greater part of them was 
spent in the woods, &- I succeded in collecting many insects &­
reptiles.- 11491The woods are so th ick &- matted that [found it quite 
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impossible to leave the path. -the greater number of trees, although so 
lofty, are not more than from 3 to 4 feet in circumference. These are 
interspersed with others of a much greater size. - Signor Manuel was 
making a canoe 70 feet long, & on the ground was left 40 feet, so that 
there were 110 feet of straight solid trunk. - The contrast of the Palms 
amongst other trees never fails to give the scene a most truly tropical 
appearance: the forests here are ornamented by one of the most 
elegant, the Cabbage-Palm; with a stem so narrow, that with the two 
hands it may be clasped, it waves its most elegant head from 30 to 50 
feet above the ground. - The soft part, from which the leaves spring, 
affords a most excellent vegetable. - The woody creepers, themselves 
covered by creepers, are of great thickness, varying from 1 to nearly 2 
feet in circumference. - Many of the older trees present a most curious 
spectacle, being covered with tresses of a liana, which much resembles 
bundles of hay.- If the eye is turned from the world of foliage above, 
to the ground, it isl1501 attracted by the extreme elegance of the leaves 
of numberless species of Ferns & Mimosas. _I Thus it is easy to specify 
individual objects of admiration; but it is nearly impossible to give an 
adequate idea of the higher feelings which are excited; wonder, 
astonishment & sublime devotion fill & elevate the mind.-

I The words 'Mimosas' and 'Ferns' ~re marked to bereversed in order. and CDhas written 
in the margin 'Efft'Ct of walking on Mimosa'. 

19th Left 5ocego, crossed the Rio Macae & slept at the Venda de Matto: in 
the evening walked on the beach & enjoyed the sight of a high & violent 
surf. 

20th Returned by the old route to Campos Novos; the ride was very 
tiresome, passing over a heavy & scorching sand. 1 Whilst swimming 
our horses over the st Joao, we had some danger & difficulty.-the 
animals became exhausted & we had two drunken Mulattos in the 
boat.-

ICD has written in the margin 'Chirping sand'. presumably be<;:ause sand of this type 
sometimes emils a metallic creaking sound when one walks over it. 

21 sl Started at day-break & proceeded for some leagues on the former 
road; we then turned off, being determined to reach the city by the 
interior line. - Our party was reduced to M' Lennon, his nephew & 
myself. - We arrived in the evening, almost without having rested our 
horses, at the Rio Combrata: this country was much more cultivated. 
The Venda was beyond anything miserable, we were obliged to sleep 
on the Indian corn.- IIS11 

CJ m lin 



60 RIO DE JANEIRO APRIL 1832 

22nJ As usual started sometime before daylight & proceeded to Madre 
de Dios· where we breakfasted, had it not been for the torrents of rain 
this would have been a very interesting ride; the country is richly 
cultivated, the Sugar Cane being the chief produce. - The woods 
contained numbers of beautiful birds; the hedges were decor.lted by 
several species of passion flowers. - Madre de Dios, like all the villages 
is extremely foreign looking & picturesque. - The houses are low & 
painted with gay colours; the tops of the windows & doors being arched 
takes away the still effect so universal in an English town. - Oneor two 
handsome Churches in the centre of the village completes the picture. 

It continued to r.lin & we started for our sleeping place, Fregueria de 
Tabarai. _2 This interior road is the best I have seen, but it is much 
inferior to the worst turnpike rood. - I do not thinka gig could travel on 
it. - Yet this is one of the principal passes in the Brazils. - We met a 
good many people on horseback. - The only vehicle isa most rude cart 
with almost solid wheels, it is drawn by eigh t oxen yoked together: as it 
moves it makes a most extraordinary creeking noise.- We did not pass 
over one stone bridge. Where any exist. they arc made of logs of 
wood;1152 they were sometimes in so bad a state that we were obliged 
to leave the rood to avoid them. - The distances are inaccur.ltely 
known, no two people at all agreeing in their accounts. - Instead of 
milestones, the roadside is often marked by crosses, to signify where 
human blood has been spilled. - The evening was so cold that [ fairly 
trembled with it yet the thermometer was 621. 

' Now Rio Bon'to 
lNowltabora,. 

23r.! The number of pretty & gay houses showed our approach to the 
city. - During the day we passed through a wood of Acacias, the finely 
pinnate foliage makes for the sky a most delicate veil. - And casts on 
the ground a pleasing kind of shade; from the softness of the leaves, no 
rustling is heard when a breeze moves them. We arrived in the evening 
at Praia Grande, where owing to having lost our pass ports, we were 
plagued to prove that our horses werc not stolen.-

24 ,h To my joy I at last gained the Beagle. I found a days rest sodelightful 
that I determined idly toremainon board. - During my absence several 
political changes have taken place in our little world. - M' Maccormick 
has been invalided, & goes to England by the Tyne. M' Derbyshire by 
his own request was d ischarged the service. - In his place M' Johnstone 
will be moved into the Beagle from the Warspite. -11153, 
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1 Robert McCormick was Surgeon in the &aglt frQrn 1831 to 1832, and Alexander Derbishire 
was Mate. In a letter to his sister Caroline, CD wrote: 'I had sealed up the first leiter, all 
ready to be sent off during my absence: but no good opportunity occurred soit &. this will 
go together.- 1 take the opportunity of Maccormick retuming to England, being 
invalided, i.e. being disagre;>able to the Captain &. Wickham.- He is no loss.­
Derbyshire is also discharged the service, from his own desire not choosing his conduct 
which has been bad about money matters to be investigated.-' In his own memoirs 
published in 1884, McCormick wrote: 'Having found myself in a false position on board 
a small and very uncomfortable vessel, and very much disappointed in my expectations 
of carrying out my natural history pursuits, every obstacle having been placed in the way 
of my getting on shore and making collections, I got permission from the admiral in 
command of the station here to be superseded and aUowed a passage home in H,M.S 
Ty"(.' Se... C"rrf'sp,mdence 1: 225-7 

25,h Moved all my things from the Beagle to Botofogo, Whilst landing on 
the beach I suffered on a small scale, sufficient however to paint some 
of the horrors of shipwreck. - Two or three heavy seas swamped the 
boat, & before my affrighted eyes were floating books, instruments & 
gun cases & everything which was most useful to me. - Nothing was 
lost & nothing completely spoiled, but most of them injured. - t 

' In a letter of this date to his sister Droline, CD wrotl:': 'I send in a packet, my 
commonplace JoumaL- 1 have takl:'n a fit of disgust with it &. want to gl:'t it out of my 
sight, any of you that like may read it. -a great deal is absolutely childish: Remember 
however this, that it is wrillen solely to makl:' ml:' remember this voyage, &. that it is not a 
record of facts but of my thoughts. -& in excuse recoUI.'ct how tired I gl:'neraUy am when 
writing it. -' Latl:'f in the same letter he said: 'BI:' sure you mention the fi"Ceiving of my 
joumal. as anyhow to me it will [bel of considerable future interest as it [isl an e:cact record 
of all my first impressions, &. such a set of vivid ones they have beton, must make this 
period of my life always one of interest to myself.- [fyou will speakqui te sincerely,-I 
should be glad to have your criticisms. Only recollect the above mentioned apologies.-' 
5ee Corre5p!'ndeuce 1: 225-7. 

26'~ Employed all day in restoring the effects of yesterdays disaster. 

27,h In the morning arranged my collections from the Interior, & after 
dinner went with the Captain to M' Aston, the English minister. - The 
evening passed away very pleasantly, & from the absence of all fonn 
almost resembled a Cambridge party, - The Captain has informed me 
of the important fact that the Beagle will return to Bahia for a few 
days. - There has been a long dispute about the longitude of Rio, & 
everybody thought that when that was settled the whole coast of 5 
America would likewise be so.- To the Captains astonishment he 
finds there is a difference between Bahia & Rio; that is, one side is right 
at the forme r place, 1154lthe other at the latter. - It is in order to verify 
this, that the second trip is undertaken.- I have made up my mind 
quietly to remain here & be picked up on the Beagles return. 
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2aM Breakfasted on boa rd, &- in the evening went to a pleasant dinner at 
the Admirals, Sir Thomas Baker. 

2~~ Delightfully quiet day, employed in writing up my journal during 
the Macae excursion. 

3O'h Dined with M' Aston. 

May 1'1 Worked at a host of fresh water animals with which every ditch 
abounds. 

2M Walked to Rio: the whole day has been disagreeably frittered away 
in shopping.-

3'" Went on board the Warspite, a 74 line of battle ship, to see her 
inspected by the Admiral. - It was one of the grandest sigh ts I ever 
witnessed.- When the Admiral arrived the yards were manned by 
abou t 400 seamen; from the regu larity of their movements &- from their 
whi te d resses, the men really looked more like a flock of wild-fowl than 
anything else. - When a ship is inspected, everything is done precisely 
the sa me as if she was engaged with an enemy; & although on paper it 
may sound like childs play, in the rea lity it was most animating. - One 
almost wished for an enemy, when theawefulllSSI words were shouted 
to the great batteries below-"Clear for Action". - After having moen­
euvered the enormous guns &- proved how well &- eaSily it was done.­
"Fire in the Cock-pit rung through the decks. -in perfect order, the 
guns yet working, the pumps were rigged, the fire engines brought into 
play, &- all the firemen with their buckets.- The action became hot­
ter.-(nobody knew what was coming). The Admira l sung ou t "a 
Raking shot hascut our fore-shrouds". "Captain Talbot wared ship: cut 
away the mizen mast. -in an instant men with their axes sprung to 
their places: & then it was truly wonderful how soon the stofe rooms 
were opened & vast ropes brought to support the tottering fore mast.­
The admiral was determined to puzzle them: during all this bustle he 
ordered a broardside, &- shou ted the main shrouds &- fore stay are 
gone.- In short in a few minutes all our principal ropes were cut 
through &- joined.-

Perhaps however the most glorious thing was when the Bugle gave 
the signal for the Boarders; the very ship trembled at so dense all561 
body rushing a long with their drawn cutlasses. - The appalling shout, 
with which the English seamen executes the most dangerous service he 
is ever called upon to perform, was the only thing that was absent.-

In the evening dined with the Admiral & afterwards enjoyed the 
calmer pleasure of reading letters from Shropshire. 
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The Beagle's quarter deck, drawn from memory by Philip Gidley King for Mr 
Hallam Murray in 1890 (from the archives of John Murray Ltd) 
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4'• Worked away at my usual employments, &: filled up the cracks in the 
time by building castles in the air about the "pomp &: circumstance of 
war".-

S'h & 6'~ These days have quietly glided away; there have been torrents 
of rain, &: the fields are quite soaked with water; if I had wished to walk 
it would have been very disagreeable, but as it is, I find one hours 
collecting keeps me in full employment for the rest of the day.- The 
naturalist in England enjoys in his walks a great advantage over others 
in frequently meeting with something worthy of attention; here he 
suffers a pleasant nuisance in not being able to walk a hundred yards 
without being fairly tied to the spot by some new &: wondrous crea­
ture. -

rh Went on board &: spent the day there, in the evening brought with 
me a few things which I wanted before the departure of the Beagle.­

S'h Torrents of rain. - I am at present chiefly conecting spiders. In the 
cou rse of a few hours ·26 rain fen.- IIS71 

~h Went out collecting &: took the direction of the Botanic Garden; I soon 
came to one of the salt water lakes or bays by which the surrounding 
country is often penetrated. - Many of the views were exceedingly 
beautiful; yet in tropical scenery, the entire newness, &: therefore 
absence of all associations, which in my own case(&: I believe in others) 
are unconsciously much more frequent than I ever thought, requires 
the mind to be wrought to a high pitch, &: Ihenassuredly nodelight can 
be greater; otherwise your reason tells you it is beautiful but the feelings 
do not correspond. - I often ask myself why can I not calmly enjoy this; 
I might answer myself by also asking, what is there that can bring the 
delightful ideas of rural quiet &: retirement, what that can ca ll back the 
rccollection of childhood & times past, where all that was unpleasant is 
forgotten; until! ideas, in their effects similar to them, are raised, in vain 
may we look amidst the glOries of this almost new world for quiet 
contemplation. -

The Captain called in the evening &: says the Beagle sails tomorrow.­
We also today heard the bad news that three of the party, who went up 
in the Cutler to Macucu for snipe shooting, are taken seriously ill with 
Fevers. - There is reason 10 fear that others were to day beginning to 
fcelthe bad effects of their excursion.- The first case occurred 4 days 
after the arrivalll581 of the party on board on the 2nd.- I very nearly 
succeeded in joining it; my good slar presided over me when I failed.­
Four of us belonging to the Beagle are now living here.- Earl, who is 
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unwell & suffers agonies from the Rheumatism. - The serjeant of 
Marines, who is recovering from a long illness, & Miss Fuegia Basket, 
who daily increases in every direction except height.-

10'" The Beagle sailed for Bahia this evening. 

Illh, 12lh & SUI/day 131h These four days I have been almost laid up by an 
inflammation in my arm. - Any small prick is very apt to become in this 
country a painful boil. - Earl continues very ill & is in bed. - This is the 
winter season; a great deal of rain falls, but chiefly by night; in other 
respects the weather is most delightful & cool. - The temperature in a 
room generally varies from 70"-75°.-

141h My arm is nearly well. I took the opportunity of paying several calls; 
that most empty yet burdensome form of civility.-

1Slh Went out collecting & had a most delightful walk:-It is now full 
moon. I do not know whether the clear outline of the view seen by night 
is most admirable, or when lighted up by the gorgeous colours of a 
Tropicalsun·- 11591 

161h Examined the rich produce of yesterdays collecting. - Earl is con­
siderably better.-

171h Heavy rain; in the course of the day 1·6 inches fell. -as the storm 
passed over the Caucovado the sound produced by the drops pattering 
on the countless number of leaves was very singular. - It might be 
heard for ! of a mile. - I jumped up to see what it was; for it sounded 
like the rushing of a large body of water.-

181h & 19111 These days have glided away very pleasantly, but with 
nothing particular to mark their passage. - What will not habit do? I 
find my eye wanders idly from the Orange to the Banana & from it to 
the Cocoa Nut; whilst I take no morc notice than if they were laurel or 
apple trees. It is very amusing to hear people complaining of the 
extreme cold.-the depth of winter, however, brings not with it its 
usual & solitary silence.!n the evening various species of frogs make an 
almost musical concert; this, as the night advances, is taken up in a 
higher key by a multitude of Cicadas & Crickets.-

Su,rday 20'" M' Derbyshire, who after leaving the Beagle has remained in 
the city, paid usa visit.- In the evening Earl (who is nearlywell)&we 
two walked round the Botofogo bay. 

21 '1 Took a long scramble through the woods; the bottom is so thickly 
strewed over with dry sticks & leaves, that in walking one makes as 
much noise as a large quadruped would.ll601 This is very disagreeable, 
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as it puts all bi rds & animals to night, &. likewise destroys that quietness 
which is the principal cha rm of these forests. -This morning has been 
the four th attempt to reach the sea by crossing a mere band of wood, 
each time ' followed a track made by the woodmen, but as soon as that 
ended J was utterly disabled by the thickets from proceeding even five 
yards further. To night there has been a good dea l oflightning, &. the air 
very sultry . Therm. 75". _ As far as I am able to judge, it would seem 
that in hot countries, the effect produced on the body increases in a 
greater ratio than the temperature; that is to say, if at present the 
thermometer was to rise to 85" the debilitating effects wou ld be morc 

than double, than if it was at 80".-

22".J This has been my alternate day of rest, whilsl working at the 
yesterdays collecting. - I give up Ihe evenings to reading & writing; in 
the latter, the number of friends to whom I am in debt keeps me in full 
employment. I have just finished Ansons voyage, I my pleasure in 
reading such works is at least trebled by expecting 10 see some of Ihe 
described places &. in knowing a liltle aboul the sea.-
'Georgl' Anson.1I V~gf' rollnd I~WI!rld. in l~ytars MOCCXL. I, II, III, IVIly&or~ IInson 
Bq (()mplInI from P!I"'T'S of . Umtllnson IIyRkiulrdJ.'olllln . London, 1748. 

23'" Collected numerous animals on the sandy plain, which ski rts the 
sea allhe back of Ihe Sugar loaf. - The ground\161 \ here being clea red 
of Cacluses & bushes is for many acres planted with Pineapples. They 
arc cultivated in slraighl rows, &. at a considerable distance apart. ­
Thus does this fruit nursed with so much ca rc in England here 
occupy land, which for all other purposes is entirely sterile &. unpro+ 
ductive.- The number of oranges which the trees in the orchards here 
bear, is quite astonishing. I saw one to day where I am su re there 
were lying on the ground sufficient to load several ca rts, besides which 
the boughs were almost cracking wilh the burthen of the remaining 
fruit.-

24'h Remained at home. 

25'~ Walked to Ihe city to procure some things which I wanted, then 
joined Earl & Derbyshire &. we proceeded together 10 ascend the 
Caucovado. - The path for the few first miles is the Aqueduct; Ihe 
water rises at the base of Ihe hill & is conducted along a sloping ridge to 
the city.- At every corner alternate &. most beautifu l views were 
presented to us. - At lcngth we commenced ascending the steep sides, 
which are univers.llly to Ihe very summit clothed by a thick fores t.­
The water-courses were ornamented by that most elegant of all vegeta­
ble forms, the Iree fern.-Ihey were not of a la rge size, but in the 
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vividness of the green lightness of the foliage, & in the beautiful curve 
of head, they were most classically admirable.-11621 We soon gained 
the peak & beheld that view, which perhaps excepting those in Europe, 
is the most celebrated in the world. - If we rank scenery according to 
the astonishment it produces, this most assuredly occupies the highest 
place, but if, as is more true, according to the picturesque effect, it falls 
far short of many in the neighbourhead.- Everybody has remarked 
that a landscape seen from an eminence loses much of its beauty, & 
although here the two elements are largely present, which perhaps are 
least injurious from this cause, viz. an extent of forest land & of open 
sea, yet the observation holds good.- The Caucovado is about 2000 
feet high, one side of it for nearly 1000 is so precipitous, that it might be 
plumbed with a lead. -at the foot thereisa large wood; nothing pleased 
me so much as the beautiful appearance this presented when seen so 
nearly vertically.- It would lead one to suppose that the view from a 
Balloon would be exceedingly striking. - Some years agoa poor insane 
young woman threw herself from this summit; in few places could a 
more horrible lovers leap be found. - Our present host, M' Bolga, was 
one of the first who found the corps dashed into pieces amongst the 
trees & rocks.- 1631 

26110 During to day & yesterday there has been a strong breeze from the 
SW; the amount of evaporation which a current of air produces in these 
countries is very great & in consequence the comparative state of 
dryness of the road has been today very remarkable. After dinner I 
walked to the Bay & had a good view of the Organ mountains; I was 
much struck by the justness of one of Humboldts observations, that 
hills in a Tropical country seen from a distance are of a uniform blue tint, 
but that contrary to what generally is the case the outline is defined with 
the dearest edge. - Few things give me so much pleasure as reading 
the Personal Narrative; I know not the reason why a thought which has 
passed through the mind, when we see it embodied in words, 
immediately assumes a more substantial & true air.- In the same 
manner as when we meet in dramatick writings a character which we 
have known in life, it never fails to give pleasure.-

2r~ Walked to the Botanic Garden, I this name must be given more out 
of courtesy than anything else; fo r it really is solely a place of amuse­
ment. - The chief & great interest it possesses, is the cultivation of 
many plants which are notorious from their utility.- There are 
somell641 acres covered with the Tea tree. - I felt quite disappointed at 
seeing an insignificant little bush with white flowers & planted in 
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straight rows. - Some leaves being put into boiling water, the infusion 
scarcely possessed the proper tea flavour. - There were trees of Cam­
phor, Sago, Cinnamon, Cloves & Pepper, the leaves of all, especially 
the Cloves & Cinnamon, had a delightful aroma tick taste & smell.­
The Bread-fruit was growing in great luxuriance; the leaves from their 
great size & deep divisions were uncommonly handsome. Oh for the 
time, when I shall see it in its native Pacific isles. - The Mango & 
Jack-fruit were likewise here; I did not before know their names. - The 
landscape about Bahia takes its character from these two most beautiful 
trees; as for the Mango I had no idea any tree could cast so black a 
shadow.- They both bear to the evergreen vegetation of the Tropics 
the same ratio which laurels do to our English trees. - In this zone these 
three latter, together with the Banana, Orange, Cabbage palm & 
Cocoa-nut tree, stand before all others (with the exception perhaps of 
the tree fern & some firs) in the beauty of their appearance; At the same 
time how remarkably they contribute to the subsistence of mankind: & 
in this double respect how far do they surpass those of Europe. - The 
Tropics appear the natural birthplace of the human race; but the mind, 
like many of its fruits 11651seems in a foreign clime to reach its greatest 
perfection. 
' This piece of land had been bought by the Brazilian Government in the previous century 
for use as a gunpowder factory, and for the acclimatization of imported plants. It was 
com'erted into the Royal Botanic Garden by the Regent Dom Pedro 1 in 1819 

2811
, Visited the shore behind the Sugar Loaf & again obtained vast 

numbers of insects. - The situation being much the same as that of 
Barmouth1 many of the insects were closely allied; as I watched the 
elegant Cicindelre running on this sand, Barmouth with all its charms 
rose vividly before my mind.-

' CD had been a member o f a reading party at Bannouth in North Wales during July and 
August 1828. and had collected many beetl{'$ and other insects . He visited Bannouth 
again briefly in July 1829, and also esoorted his sis ters there the folio wing month . See 
C()rrespondeuce l: 57-62, 88. 91 

29'h Cloudy greyish day; something like an Autumnal one in England; 
without however its soothing quietness. - I wanted to send a note this 
morning into the city & had the greatest difficulty in procuringanybody 
to take it. - All white men are above it, & every black about here is a 
slave. - This, amongst other things, is one great inconvenience of a 
slavecountry.-

3(jh Again ascended with Derbyshire theCaucovado & took with methe 
Mountain Barometer.- I make it to be 2,225 above level of the sea.-
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(Note iu margiu: Real height 2330) During the time we were on the 
summit we were either in a cloud or rain. - Whilst passing through the 
woods, I observed the same fact, which I have mentioned about the 
interior forests, viz the smallness of the trunks of the trees. - Very few 
reached (I believe not more than 3 or4) reached seven feet in circumfer­
ence: & only one cj17'n<h._ The Caucovado is notorious for Maroon 
or run-away slaves; the last time we ascended, we met three most 
villanousll66l looking ruffians, armed up to the teeth.-they were 
Maticans or slave-hunters, & receive so much for every man dead or 
alive whom they may take. - In the former case they only bring down 
the ears. - A slave, who has since voluntarily delivered himself up, run 
away from M' Lennons estate on the Macae & lived in a cave for two 
years & a half. - So easy is it in these countries for a man to support 
himself.- Amongst other things which the anti-abolitionists say, it is 
asserted that the freed slave would not work. I repeatedly hear of 
run-away ones having the boldness of working for wages in the 
neighbourhead of their masters. If they will thus work when there is 
danger, surely they likewise would when that was removed. - Again 
the blacks, who have been seized by British men of war, a re hired out 
to different tradesmen for seven years, by which time it is supposed 
they could support themselves. - I have heard many instances from 
the masters, that they claim their freedom before the expiration of the 
time: & set up for themselves. - What will not interest or blind 
prejudice assert, when defending its unjust power or opinion?-

31<t Staid at home; the evenings now soon dose in; whilst I am lamenting 
the northern progress of the sun, everybody in England is rejoiced 
al l1671 it: as yet I am no ways accustomed to this reversed order of 
things. It sounds very good to hear of fruits only ripening at Christ-

JUlie 1" Took a long ride, in order to geologize some of the surrounding 
hills. - After passing for some time through lanes shaded by hedges of 
Mimosas, I turned off into a track into the forest. - The woods even at 
this shorl distance from the city are as quiet & unfrequented as if a 
civilized man had never entered them. - The path wound up the hill: 
at the height of 5 or 6000 feet I enjoyed one of those splendid views, 
which may be met with on every side of Rio. - At this elevation the 
landscape has attained its most brilliant tint. - I do not know what 
epithet such scenery deserves: beautiful is much too tame; every form, 
every colour is such a complete exaggeration of what one has ever 
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beheld before. - If it may be so compared, it is like one of the gayest 
scenes in the Opera House or Theatre.-

2..J Collected in the neighbourhead of the house: I trust there isa change 
in the weather: the Hygrometer showed the air to be twice as dry in the 
middle of the day as in the morning. - There was a good example of 
what Humboldt says of "the thin vapour, which without changingll681 
the transparency of the air, renders its tints more harmonious, softens 
the effects" &c &c. In one of these days when there is such a profusion 
of light, the consequent dark shadows are well opposed to the general 
brightness of the view.-

Sunday 3rd Staid quietly at home, & in the evening walked to the Lagoa. 
Called on a M' Roberts, one of the endless nondescript characters of 
which the Brazils are full.-broken down agents to speculation com­
panies; officers who have served under more flags than one: &c &c to 
all of whom I am charitable enough to attribute some little peccadillo or 
another.-

4,h Got up at 4 oclock to go out hunting: the person who keeps the 
hounds is a priest & dean.-the pack only consists of five dogs, their 
names, Trumpeta, Mimosa, Clariena, Dorena & Champaigna; the 
huntsman is a black man & performed the other offices of body servant 
& Clerk. The padre is a very rich man & a great favourite of the last 
queens; we got to his country house at 5 oclock & found with him 
another brother priest. - It was very curious to see the miserable 
manner such men could live in; one sort of shed where dogs, black men 
& themselves appeared to live together; & the whole place dirty & out 
of order. - At about seven we arrived at our hunting ground, & put up 
the horses at a small farm house situated in the middle of the woods.­
The hunting consists in all l1691the dogs being turned into the forest & 
each separately pursues its own game. - The hunters with guns station 
themselves in the places most likely for the animals, such as small deer 
& pachas (like guinea pigs) to pass by. - And in the intervals they shoot 
parrots & Toucans &c .. - I soon found this very stupid & began to hunt 
my own peculiar game. - The wood contained by far the largest trees I 
have yet seen. -the average I should think was double of what I have 
before seen, being about 6 feet in circumference, of course as before 
there are many larger & smaller trees. - Perhaps in consequence of the 
greater size this one was much less impenetrable than the generality & 
might easily be traversed in all directions. - The eldest son of the 
farmer accompanied us & was a good specimen of the country Brazilian 
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youths. - His dress consisted of a tattered shirt, pair of trowsers, &: 
wooden slippers (in keeping on which he showed most singular 
dexterity) &: no hat &: long hair. - Hecarried with him an old fashioned 
gun &: an enormous knife. - They use the latter for killing animals &: as 
they walk along incessantly continue cutting the branches so as to 
improve old & make new paths. - This practice is universal, &: in 
consequence of the habitl1701 of carrying the knife, many murders take 
place. - It is nota t all necessary forthem to approach the person as they 
can throw the knife to a great distance with force &: precision. - The day 
before this young man had shot 2 large bearded monkeys &: had left 
another dead in the tree: these monkeys have prehensile tails, which 
when dead by the very tip will support the whole weight of the 
animal. - He took with him a mulatto with an axe &: to my surprise 
proceeded in order to get the monkey, to cut down an enormous tree; 
they soon affected this & as it fell with an awful crash it tore up the earth 
&: broke other trees & itself.- We joined our party, whom we found 
shooting beautiful little green parrots; the young Brazilian soon sig­
nalized himself by his hawks eye &: steady hand.- We then eat Ollr 
dinner &: drank wine in the true Don Quixote fashion out of a bag of 
goats skin . - After a score of profound bows &: with our hands to our 
hearts repeating "Monte, Monte, obligado", we took leave of the two 
hospitable &: intelligent padres proceeded home.- I found on my table 
a letter from Shrewsbury dated March 12th._111711 

I also found King, who had arrived late the evening before in the 
Beagle. - He brought the calamitous news of the death of three of our 
ship-mates. - They were the three of the Macacu party who were ill 
with fever when the Beagle sailed from Rio. - pi Morgan, an extra­
ordinary powerful man & excellent seaman; he wasa very brave man &: 
had performed some curious feats, he put a whole party of Portugeese 
to flight, who had molested the party; he pitched an armed sentinel into 
the sea at st lago; & formerly he was one of the boarders in that most 
gallant action against the Slaver the Black Joke.- 2nd Boy Jones one of 
the most promising boys in the ship &: had been promised but the day 
before his illness, promotion. - These were the only two of the sailors 
who were with the Cutter, &: picked for theirexcellence.- And lastly, 
poor little Musters; who three days before his illness heard of his 
Mothers death. Morgan was taken ill 4 days after arriving on boa rd &: 
died near the Abrolhos, where he was lowered into the sea after 
divisions on Sunday-for several days he was violently delirious &: 
talked about the party. - Boy Jones died two daysll721 after arriving at 
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Bahia, & Musters two days after that. - They were both for a long time 
insensible or nearly so. - They were both buried in the English burial 
ground at Bahia; where in the lonely spot are also two other midship­
men. The other five of the party were all slightly attacked; none of them 
for more than a day or two. - Macacu has been latterly especially 
notorious for fevers: how mysterious & how terrible is their power. 2 It 
is remarkable that in almost every case, the fever appears to come on 
several days after returning into the pure atmosphere. - I could quote 
numbers of such cases: is it the sudden change of life, the better & more 
stimulating food, which determines the period?- Humboldt & Bonp­
land, 3 after living for months in the forests, as soon as they returned to 
the coast, both were seized by violent fevers.-

The Beagle made a very good passage up; being only 5 days, she 
passed a few miles inside of the Abrolhos. - A French corvette sailed 8 
days before & promised our Captain to have dinner ready for him on his 
arrival at Bahia; as it turned out the case was reversed; such is the 
advantage of a good knowledge of the windsl1731 & coast. - She staid 
a week at Bahia. - And 12 days back to Rio; she would have been some 
days shorter on the passage, had she not been becalmed at Cape Frio.­

' This was a letter from Caroline Darwin . See Correspondence 1: 215--18. 
2 According to the account given by FitzRoy (see Narrative 2: 76--7), the Macacu was 
notorious for malaria; but the mode of infection through the mosquito as a vector was, of 
course, still unknown. 
3 Aime Bonplan was the botanist who accompanied Alexander von Humboldt on his 
travels in South America. 

5th Worked at the produce of yesterdays hunt; in the evening went out 
geologizing. - Earl has returned (he has been staying for a week with 
some friends in the city) & brought a good deal of news from the 
Beagle.-

6th Went on board & breakfasted with the Captain, spent the day 
between the city & the Beagle. - Going on board gives in a small degree 
the comfortable feeling which is always experienced on returning 
home. - Having lived so long on shore, I have almost forgotten how to 
stow myself in my own corner.-

7th Rode with Mr Bolger to the chapel of Nossa Senhora de Penha; this 
being one of the sights of the country. - Our road lay through the 
North & back part of the city, which covers a much greater space than I 
had imagined. The suburbs are very filthy & are surrounded by 
marshes covered with the Mangrove; the tide occasionally flows into 
them, & is sufficient to cause a continual putrefaction of vegetable & 
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animal matter, which is rendered very perceptible to the nose. - The 
land surrounding the Bay is generally thus situated for instance Macucu 
& in consequence unhealthY. 11741 As we proceeded in this direction 
nothing could be more uninteresting than the country.- Nossa 
Senhora is a gay little chapel built on one of the naked rounded hills of 
gneiss so frequent in this country. - Some hundreds of steps lead to the 
summit & there is an extensive view of the harbor & its islands. - On 
our return we rode to the palace ofSt Christophe; at a distance, from its 
large & regular dimensions & from the bright colours of the walls, it has 
a grand appearance. - I was much struck by the beauty of the right 
hand side building; I did not expect to see any thing so elegant in the 
Brazils. - The gate, which the Duke of Northumberland sent as a copy 
of the one at Sion house, I stands on the edge of a hill where there is no 
path; even under such circumstances it is highly ornamental. 

lThe gate presented to Dom Pedro I by the Duke of Northumberland in 1815 now forms 
the entrance to the Jardim Zoologico. 

8th Collected some Corallines on the rocks, which surround part of 
Botofogo Bay. -

9th Started at ! after six with Derbyshire for a very long walk to the 
Cavia. - This mountain stands near the sea, & is recognised at a great 
distance by its most singular form. - Like the generality of the hills, it 
is a precipitous rounded cone, but on the summit is a flat angular mass, 
whence it takes the name of "table" or topsail mountain.- 11751 The 
narrow path wound round its Southern base; the morning was delight­
ful; & the air most fragrant & cool. - I have no where seen liliaceous 
plants & those with large leaves in such luxuriant plenty; growing on 
the border of the clear shaded rivulets & as yet glittering with drops of 
dew, they invited the traveller to rest. - The ocean, blue from the 
reflected sky, was seen in glimpses through the forest.- Islands 
crowned with palms varied our horizon. - As we passed along, we 
were amused by watching the humming birds. - I counted four 
species-the smallest at but a short distance precisely resembles in its 
habits & appearance a Sphi11X. - The wings moved so rapidly, that they 
were scarcely visible, & so remaining stationary the little bird darted its 
beak into the wild flowers. -making an extraordinary buzzing noise at 
the same time, with its wings. - Those that I have met with, frequent 
shaded & retired forests & may there be seen chasing away the rival 
butterfly. In vain we attempted to find any path to ascend the Cavia; 
this steep hill subtends to the coast at an angle of 42°._ We returned 
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home; at our furthest point we had a good vicwl1761 of the coast for 
many miles. - II was skirted by a band of thick brushwood: behind 
which was a wide plane of marshes & I .. kcs; which in places were so 
green, that they looked like meadows.-

SlInday 10th Like a schoolboy in his holidays, I tremble as [ perceive 
another week completed.-

11th Rode to the place where I was the other day hunting with the Padre; 
having put up my horse, I started for the woods. - A mulatto & a little 
Bra ... il ian boy accompanied me;-the latter was quite it child, but 
dressed in the SJm(' manneras I described the eldest son. - J never saw 
anything at all equal to his power of perception. - Many of the rarest 
animals in the most obscure trails were caught by him. - I should have 
as soon expected a beetle to have turned traitor & been my coadjutor, as 
to have found so able a one in this lillie fellow. - It really was like what 
one reads of the talent of observation which the Indians possess, my 
eyes with years of practice were not at all on a par with this childs. - I 
wish the Brazilians, as they advance in age, could keep the pleasant & 
engaging manners which they possess in youth. - My companions left 
me & I proceeded on my scramble into the interiorofll77l the forest. A 
profound gloom reigns everywhere; it would be impossible to tell the 
sun was shining, if it was not for an oCC<lsional gleam of light shooting, 
as it were through a shutter, on the ground beneath; & that the tops of 
the more lofty trees are brightly illuminated.- The air is motionless & 
has a peculiar chilling dampness. - Whilst seated on the trunk of a 
decaying tree amidst such scenes, one feels an inexpressihledelight.­
The rippling of some little brook, the tapof a Woodpecker, or screamof 
some more distant bird, by the distinctness with which it is heard, 
brings the conviction how still the rest of Nature is.-

I returned to the house; where I found several people collected after 
dinner; this being one of their numerous fcast -days. - The many 
contrivances for catching animals which my large pockets (not the least 
subject for surprise) contained, afforded ample grounds for curiosity & 
wonder. In both of which, with a great deal of good-nature they most 
free ly indu lged. - They assuredly thought me a greater curiosity than 
anything their woods contained.-

Ith Worked in the morning at yesterdays produce, a forest is a gold 
mine to a NaluTillist & yesterdays a very rich one. - At one 11781oclock 
I went to the Admirals for a grilnd boat race. - The fi rst arriving of the 
launches, yawls, cutters & other large boats, was an imposing sight.-
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It immediately made one understand how powerful a Ooulla of such 
boats would be in war. - The radng was rather too long; espedally as 
the Beagle did nol come off quite so triumphantly as might have been 
wished for . - The evening passed away pleasantly, & by moonlight on 
the beach several foot races were got up between the officers & the 
crews of Captains gigs. 

J3'· Dined with M' Cairnes; who is the only merchant whom I have met 
with in society. - The generality are little above shopkeepers. I spent 
an agreeable evening. - M' Price, a merchant from round the Horn &:: a 
passenger with Cap! Waldegrave, gave a great deal of amusing &:: 
interesting infonnation about the plains or what we better designate 
these the horse &:: cattle breeding countries. - M' Price married a 
Spanish lady who is since dead &:: has with him his two little daughters, 
Carlotta &:: Theresa; the Signorilas can speak nothing but Spanish; very 
pretty, &:: their motions most exceeding graceful; Theresa, the least 
about 8 years old, could not help dancing when she heard music, &:: 

with a rose in each hand as her partner, danced most exquisitely . -11791 

14110 Dined with MT Aston; a very merry pleasant party; in the evening 
went with M' Scott (the Attache) to hear a celebrated pianoforte 
player. - He said Mozarts overtures were too easy. I suppose in the 
same proportion as the music which he played was too hard for me to 
enjoy.-

15'~ Collected some beautiful Corallines on the rocks at Botofogo bay.­
M' Earl does not return to his lodgings here, bul remains in town till the 
Beagle sails.-

16110 Started early in the morning for Tijeuka to see the waterfalls. ­
Neither the height or the body of water is anything very imposing; but 
they are rendered beautiful, by the dampness so increasing Ihe vegeta. 
tion, that the water appears to Oow out of one forest &:: to be received &:: 
hidden in another below. - On the road the scenery was very beautiful; 
especially the distant view of Rio. - As a Sultan in a SeragliO I am 
becoming quite hardened to beauty. - It is wearisome to be in a fresh 
rapture at every tum of the road. And as I have before said, you must 
be that or nothing. -

1'" Took my usual evening stroll to the bay; there to lie down on the 
coast &:: watch the setting sun gild the bare sides of Ihe Sugar Loa£. ­
Wickham &:: Chaffers paid me a visit. -11801 

18110 King came &:: spent the day with me; we both on horseback slarted 
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forthe old forest. - He shot some birds & as is generally the case I found 
many interesting animals of the lowerdasses. - We found a little Palm 
tree, only a few inches in circumference, which I believe to be 305 years 
old.- I judge of this from its number of rings, each of which I imagine 
marks a year. - On the road home I overtook myoid friend the Padre, 
returning with his dogs from the Gavia.- He presented to me a 
magnificent specimen of the lillIe once, which after five hours hunting, 
he had succeeded in shooting. 

1~ Spent the day between the city & being on board. - They are very 
busy in stowing provisions for sea.- The ship looks in same inextrica­
ble confusion which she was in in Plymoulh.- The Warspite is making 
sweeps & boarding netting for us. - Our complement of men is 
increased. - M' Forsyth is removed from the Flag ship into the Beagle 
& fills the place of poor little Musters.-

2Uh, 21" & 22 00d During these days have been bUSily employed with 
various animals; chiefly however corallines: & my walks in conse­
quence have not been extended far from the house.-

23,J Again I went to the forest, which so often has been proved so 
fruitful in all kinds of animals. - It is in all probability the last time I shall 
ever wander in a l1811 Brazilian forest.- I find the pleasure derived 
from such scenes increases, instead of as might have been expected, 
diminishing. To day instead of the rude tracks, I followed a brook, 
which in a narrow ravine flowed amongst the huge granitic blocks.­
No art could depict so stupendous a scene. -the decaying trunks of 
enormous trees scattered about, formed in many places natural bridges; 
beneath & around them the damp shade favou red the growth of the 
Fern & Palm trees. -& looking upwards the trees in themselves lofty, 
thus seen, appeared of an almost incredible height. - I soon found 
even by creeping, [could not penetrate the entangled mass of the living 
& dead vegetation. - On coming out of the forest, the effect without 
any exaggeration is that of the full light of the sun breaking on a person 
who has just left a darkened room. - These woods belong to the 
government; & the house where I put up the horse is called Chacera 0 
Mac.lco. - My host the owners mHnt~ is Antuniu da Rocha, & to his 
hospitality I <1m indebted for so many delightful walks. - Before going 
he showed me his garden - where to an Europe<ln cye there was a 
Singular union of plants. - 11821 On one side a fine set of cabbages were 
growing & joining to these the long stubble of a rice field. - This latter 
is scarcely to be distinguished from bOlrley; but the ears are different, the 
seeds being further apart & therefore not having so compact a head.-
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After returning home in the evening the quiet neighbourhead of 
Botofogo was in unusual agitation in celebra ting the eve of 5t Juan.­
Round the numerous bonfires there is a continual firing of rockets, 
guns, crackers, accompanied by shouts of "Viva 5t 1uan".- This is 
continued during the grea ter part of the night. - I presume, not having 
had the luck to have had a gun-powder pial, the Brazilians thus 
celebrate an innocenl saint.-

24/11 Dined v.rith M' Cairns; &: as far as society goes the pleasantest 
evening since I left England. - The Captain was there &: has announced 
that the Beagle will sail this day week. - In the evening my little friend 
5ignorita Theresa, whom t find is only 6 years old, gained universal 
admiration by her dancing & acting.-

25,h In the evening took a farewell stroll to the Lagoa, & saw for the last 
time its waters stained purple by the last rays of twilight. - 11831 

26 t1t Rode to the city &: went on board in order to make final arrange­
menls for living in the ship after my long absence. - r dread this p rocess 
nearly as much as I did al Devonporl. - There have been several 
alterations in the ship. - amongst others we have 210ng nine-pounders; 
this will make us much more independent: several cases occurred 
during the last war where very small vessels lerribly injured la rge ones, 
from having one great gun & keeping out of range of the other. - I am 
sorry to see so many new faces on the deck. -in the whale boat which 
took me ashore there was not one old-hand.-

21h This is my last day on shore, so I was determined it should not bean 
idle one.- In the bay I found some fine Corallines; the examination of 
which occupied me during the whole day. - Upon the whole I am 
tolerably contented with what I have done at Rio in Natural Hist: 
several important branches have been cut off: Geology is here unin­
teresting, Botany & Ornithology too well known. - And the sea totally 
unproductive excepting in one place in Botofogo Bay. - so that I have 
been reduced to the lowerll 841 classes, which inhabit the dry land or 
fresh water. - The number of species of Spiders which I have taken is 
something enormous. - The time during these eleven weeks has 
passed so delightfully, that my feelings on leaving Botofogo are full of 
regret & gratitude-

28th Removed all my things from shore & am now once again in the 
intricacy of my own corner, writing this journal. - It is something quite 
cheering to me to hear the old noises. -the men foreward singing; the 
centinel pacing above my head & the little creeking of the furniture in 
the Cabin &:c. 
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29dt We go 10 sea on next Tuesday, so that [ have a nice shorl time for 
finishing the colle<:tions I made at 6010fogo. 

The very interesting & important news of the minority of Earl Grey 
on the reform was brought late last night by the Packet. - ' The latest 
information is 20·h of May. - The dis tance of time & space from the 
events takes from me the keen interest for Politicks & Newspapers.­
' The [>rime Minister' s Reform Sill hold been de/Nted 10 the Houseof Lordson 7 May 1832. 

30'~ Went to the city to p urchase several things.- Nothing can be more 
wearisome than shopping here. - From the length of lime the Brazi­
lians detain you & the unreasonable price they at first ask, it is clear that 
they think both these precious things aTe equally valueless to an 
Englishman. -11851 

Sunday, July J" Attended d ivine service on board the Warspite: the 
ceremony was imposing; especially the preliminary parts such as the 
"God save the King", when 650 men took off their hats.- Seeing, when 
a mongst foreigne rs, the strength & power of ones own Nation, gives a 
feeling of exultation which is not felt at home. - This ship would be in 
exactly the same sta te, if she was going to fight another battle of 
Trafalgar.- It is in the whole & its parts a most splendid piece of 
mechanism. - Can one wonder at pride in the Captain, when he knows 
that aLi & everything bends to his will? When standing on the Quarter 
deck. in the midst of such a crew, can there be imagined a more lofty 
situation?- After divisions (the men being all arranged along deck in 
the two wa tches), the head officers go the rounds of the whole ship.­
I accompanied them, & thus well saw atlthe store-rooms &c. - Those 
who have never seen them will form no just idea of their cleanliness & 

extreme neatness. - After Chu rch I was introduced to two officers who 
were fond of Nat: History: I was surprised to find in one of their cabins 
an aviary of Cape-birds & plants in frames. - I dined in the Ward-room 
& had a very agreeable party . - Coming from a ten-gun Brig into such 
comforts & luxuries, makes one a little envious. - So many comers 
unoccupied, appeared to my eyes as great a wastel1861 as throwing 
good food overboard. - After the Kings health & "God save the King" 
the band played some beautiful music. - It was no common pleasure to 
hear the Overture to Figaro, Semiramide, II Barbiere. After so long a 
fa st, the appetite for Music becomes very keen.-

Before I returned to the Beagle I sawall the hammocks carried down 
out of the nettings.-it is said that this rush of the men surprised 
Napoleon more than anything else on an English ship. 

c Cambridqe Universi t v Press. Reproduced with ermission bv Darw in Online 



1832 JULY RIO DE JANEIRO " 
~ Walked to Botofogo & called on the Admiral, MT Aston & M' Price.­

The latter I hope we shall again see at Valparaiso: He is afraid 17 years 
in Chili has quite unfitted h im for any other country, & now on his road, 
heis sorry heeverattemptcd thechange.- It will make Valparaiso very 
pleas..1nt if we are lucky enough to find him there.-

3''' Went to the city. On landing, found the Palace Square crowded with 
people round the house of two money changers who were murdered 
yesterday evening in a more atrocious manner than usual. - It is quite 
fearful to hear what enormous crimes are daily committed & go 
unpunished. - If a slave murders his master, after being confined for 
some-time he then becomes a government one. - However great the 
chargel187 may beagainst a rich man, he is certain in a short time to be 
fn..'C.- Everybody can here be bribed. - A man may become a sailor or 
a physiciim or any profession, if he can afford to pay sufficiently. - II 
has been gravely asserted by Brazilians that the only fault they found 
with the English laws was thai they could not perceive rich respectable 
people had any advantage over the miserable & the poor. 

The Brazilians, as far as I am able to judge, possess but a small share 
of those qualities which give dignity to mankind. Ignorant, cowardly, 
& indolent in the extreme; hospitable & good natured as long as it gives 
them no trouble; temperate, revengeful. but not quarrelsome; con­
tenlL'" with themselves & their customs, Ihey answer all remarks by 
asking "why cannot we do as our grandfathers before us did". - Their 
very appearance bespeaks their little elevation of character. - figures 
short, Ihey soon become corpulent; and their faces possessing little 
expression, appear sunk belween the shoulders. - The Monks differ 
for the worse in this latter respect; it requires little physiognomy to see 
plainly stamped persevering cunning, sensuality & pride. - One old 
man I always stC'p to look ai, the only thing I ever saw like it, is 5cocns l 

Judas Iscariot. - All that I hilVe said about thecountenancesll881 of the 
priests, may be transferred 10 the voices of the older women. - Being 
surrounded by slaves, they become habituated to the harsh tones of 
command & Ihe sneer of reproach. - Their manners are seldom sof­
tened by terms of endeannent: Ihey are born women, bUl die more like 
fiends. - It will be more readily believed, when I slate that M' Earl has 
seen the stump of the jOint, which was wrenched off in the thumb­
screw which is not unfrequently kept in the house.-

The slate of the enormous slave population must interest everyone 
who enlers the Brazils.- Passing along the streets it is curious to 
observe the numbers of tribes which may be known by the different 
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ornaments cut in the skin & the various expressions.- From this 
(esu Its the sa fety of Ihe ccun try. The slaves must (ommu nica Ie amongst 
themselves in Portugeese & are not in consequence unlted.- I cannot 
help believing they will ultimately be the rulers. I judge of it from their 
numbers, from their fine athletic figures, (especially contrasted with 
the Brazilians) proving they are in a congenial climate, & from clearly 
seeing their Intellects have been much underrated. -they are the 
efficient workmen in all the necessary trades. - If Ihe free blacks 
increase in numbers (as they must) & become discontented at not being 
equal to white men, the epoch of the general liberation would not be far 
distant. , 1891 I believe Ihe slaves are happier than what they themselves 
expected to be or than people in England think they are. - I am afraid 
however there are many terrible eXC1!ptions.- The leading feature in 
their character appears to be wonderful spirits &- cheerfulness, good 
nature & a Nstout heart" mingled with a good deal of obstinacy.- I 
hope the day will come when they will assert their own rights &- forget 
to avenge their wrongs.-
' Ev,dently rtfemng to an engraVIng by Martin Schoen Or Schongauer (e 1430-91) 
showing the takingofChnSI. A fainl pencil nOle ''tVho' IS wnUen in themargm, ~bly 
in Hensleigh Wed~Wood·1 hand. 

4'~ In the evening unmoored ship; now therefore il is certain we leave 
Rio in the morning. - I am very glad, as nothing can be more dull than 
lying in the harbor. - And I always find the interval between sailing &­
the firsl day announced hangs heavily on hand.-

5'~ A little after 9 oclock we tripped our anchor, &- with a gentle breeze 
stood oul of the bay. - Capt'Talbol &- Harding accompanied us beyond 
Santa Cruz. - As we sailed past the Warspite &- Samarang (our old 
Bahia friend) they manned the rigging &- gave us a true sailor·like 
farewell, with three cheers. - The band at the same time striking up "To 
glory you steer". - The Captain had intended touching at Cape Frio, 
but as the ligh tmng did so. -we made a direct course for the South.­
Near to Ihe Isle de Rua the wind lulled, &- we are now becalmed &- shall 
probably remain so dunng the night: 190, The moon is now shirung 
brightly on the glassy water. -e,rery one is in high spirilS al again being 
at sea &- a little more \" .. ind is all that is wanted.- The still &- quiet 
regulanty of Ihe shtp is delightful; at no time is Nthe busy hum of men" 
so strongly perceived as when leaving it for the open ocean.-

6r~ Scarcely any wind. The Sugar Loaf is still in view &- points out the 
entrance into Rio. 

7'~, SUlldllyB,h &!7~ The weather has been most provoking; light variable 
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breezes, a long swell, & I very sick & miserable.- This second attack of 
sea-sickness has not brought quite so much wretchedness as the former 
one. But yet what it wants in degree is made up by the indignation 
which is felt at finding all ones efforts to do anything paralysed.-

IIJ1' In the afternoon the calm was broken by a stiff breeze, almost a gale: 
(i.e. a very heavy one in a Landsmans eyes). - We first lowered the 
Top-gallant yards, & then struck the masts. - This was the first time 
that I have been able to look about, when there has been anything of a 
sea up. - It was a beautiful spectacle to see how gracefully the Beagle 
glided over the waves, appearing as if by her own choice she avoided 
the heavy shocks. - As the night came on, the sky looked very dirty, & 
the waves with their white crests dashed angrily against thel1911 ships 
sides. - In the middle wMch however the wind fell & was succeeded by 
a calm: this is always the worst part of a gale, for the ship not being 
steadied by the wind pressing on the sails rolls in a most uncomfortable 
manner between the troughs of the sea.-

J Ith The day has passed in listless discomfort. - if I had been well several 
things would have interested me during these latter days. - The vessel 
has been followed by many sorts of Petrels. -a very elegant one, the 
Cape-pidgeon, we met as is generally the case on passing the Tropic. ­
Several Whales have been seen.- I just had a peep at one, but to my 
jaundiced eyes, it even possessed little interest.-

12th The wind yet continues foul, but light: we are only about ISO miles 
from Rio, & 700 from Cape 51 Mary'S. 

13
th A beautiful day; th~ bright sky & smooth water reminded me of the 
delightful cruises on the Tropical seas. - But as now we are pressing all 
sail to the stormy regions of the South, the sooner such s<:enes are 
forgotten, the more tolerable will the present be. - Everybody is full of 
expectation & interest about the undescribed coast of Patagonia.- 1 

Endless plans are forming for catching Ostriches, Guanaco, Foxes 
&c.11921 Already in our day-dreams have we returned heavily loaded 
with Cavies, Partridges, Snipes &c. - I believe the unexplored course 
of the Rio Negro will be investigated. - What can be imagined more 
exciting than following a great river through a totally unknown coun­
try?- Every thing shows we are steering for barbarous regions, all the 
officers have stowed away their razors, & intend allowing their beards 
to grow in a truly patriarchal fashion.-
IThe inhabit~nts of Patagonia were n~mcd by Magdt~n when he first encountCrM thcm 
in 1520 the ratagollf"S. 'big feet of bears', bKause of the enormous boots of fur that they 
wore. 
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14110 Fine day & a prosperous breeze. 

Sur/day 15/11 From noon of yesterday to the same time to day we had run 
160 knots & all congratulated ourselves on soon doubling Cape 5' 
Mary's.- On the contrary however we experienced the true uncer· 
tainty of a sailors life. - By the evening it blew a gale right in our 
teeth . - Top-gallant masts were sent on deck. -& with close reefed 
main lop-sail, trysails & fore sails, we beat up against a heavy sea.-

We are aboulSO miles from the MOlTo de 51 Martha. -It is a curious 
fact . that often as the different officers have passed this point they have 
always met a gale.- The Beagle. on her return 10 England from the last 
expedition, expenenced the heaviest she had had during the whole 
lime.- In the morning I was much interested byl193

1 
watching a large 

herd of Grampuses, which followed the ship for some time. - They 
were about 15 feet in length, & gener<1l1y W1>t! together, cutting & 
splashing the water with great violence. - In the distance some whales 
were seen blowing. - All these have been the black whale. - The 
Spennaceli is the sort which the Southern Whalers pursue.-

16'~ There was a good deal of sea up & I in consequence, with my spirits 
a good deal down.-

/pIt My eyes were rejoiced with the sight of studding sails, alow & 
aloft. - that is wind abaft the beam & favourable. 

18'~ Weare driving along at the rate8&9kno!s per hour. - A wonderful 
sh0.11 of Porpoist:!latleast many hundreds in number, crossed the bows 
of our vessel. - Th~ whole sea in places was furrowed by them; they 
proceeded by jumps, in which the whole body was exposed; & as 
hundreds thus cui the waler 11 presented a most extraordinary spec­
tacle. - When the ship was runmng 9 knots these animals could with 
the greatest ease cross & recross our bows & then dash away right 
ahead.- Thus showing off to us their great strength & activity.­
Several fIYlOg-fish were skimmlOg over the water; considcnng time of 
year & Lahtude 31 ° 37' 5: Long 49" 22' W, I was surprised to see 
them.i l94 

19'k A calm day . 

2(/· There isa fine bTl'Cze but we can hardly keep our course. - At noon 
we were 160 miles from Cape St Mary. - We ha\'e experienced to day a 
most complete change of climate. - From Ihe jOint cause of 5h0..11 water 
& probably a current from the South, the lemperatureofthesea at noon 
was61"i, it being in the morning68"!. - The wind felt quitechilhng; the 
thermometer standing at 59".- By the time we arrive in harbor, we 

IV r'S1 Pre ,Re roduced with Dermlssion bv Darwin Online 



1832 JULY RIO TO M. VIDEO 83 

shall have made a very bad passage &: I am sure to me a very tedious 
one. - The only thing I have been able to do is reading Voyages &: 
Travels.- these are now to me much more interesting than even 
novels. -

21" The weather to day felt just like an Autumnal day in England. - In 
the evening the wind freshened &: a thick fog came on. - These are very 
frequent in the neighbourhead of the Plata, &: we are only now about 50 
miles from the Mouth . - The night was dirty &: S<Jually: we were 
surrounded by Penguins & Seals which made such odd noises that in 
the middle walch M' Chaffers went below to report to M'Wickham that 
he heard cattle lowing on shore.-

SUllday 22 001 We have had this morning a true specimen of the Plata 
weather. - The lightning was most vivid, accompanied by heavy rain 
&: gusts of wind. - The day has been exceedinglyl1951 cold &: raw . - We 
passed through large flocks of different sea-birds. -&: some insects &: a 
bird very like a yellow hammer flew on bo.lrd. - Weare about 50 miles 
from Cape St Marys. - I have just been on deck. - the night presents a 
most extraordinary spectacle. -the darkness of the sky is mttrru,lted by 
the most vivid lightning. - The tops of our masts &: higher yards ends 
shone with the Elcctricfluid playing about them. - the form of the vane 
might almost be traced as if it had been rubbed with phosphorus. ­
(Note;1I margi ll : 51 Elmo's fire.) To complete these natural fireworks . ­
the sea was so highly luminous that the Penguins might be tr.lckt.'CI by 
the stream of light in their wake. - As the night looked dirty &: there 
were heavy squalls of rain &: wind, we have dropped our anchor.-

23'" All day ..... e have been beating up the river, &: now at night we are 
come to an anchor. - We were generally at the distance of four or five 
miles from the Northern shore. - Thus seen, it presents a most unifonn 
appearance.-a long straight line of sandy beach was surmounted by a 
sloping bank of green turf. - On this viewed through a glass were large 
herds of cattle feeding. - Not a tree brok~ the continuity of outline; &: I 
only observed one hut, near to which waf! the Corral or enclosure of 
stakes, so frequently mentioned by all travellers in the Pampas. - I am 
afraid we shall not even tomorrow reach M. Video. - 11%1 

24d1 The wind yet continues dead on end against us, & as there is a 
strong current setting out we make scarcely any progress. - The same 
line of low & green coast is to be seen as yesterday, only not quite so 
near. - It is quite curious, how much [have suffered from the cold . ­
The thcnnometer stands above 50", &: [ am loaded with clothes; yet 
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Judging from my feelings I should have thought it a very cold English 
winter day.- Others in the vessel have not experienced this so 
strongly, so that 1 presume my constitution in a shorler time becomes 
habituated to a warm climate.-& thcrcforcon leaving it more strongly 
fecls the contrary extreme. -

I procured this evenmg a Watch-bill & as most likely our crew will for 
rest of the voyage remain the same. - I will copy it . - Bo.ltswains 
mates, J. Smith & W. Williams:- Quarter.Masters, J. Peterson, White, 
Bennett, Henderson :- Forecastle Men, J. Davis; Heard: Bosworthick 
(J(opcmakcr); T,lnner; Harpcr(sailmaker); Wills (armourer); - Foretop­
men, Evans; Rcnsfrey; Door; Wright; Robson; MacCurdy; Hare; 
Clar~e; - Main top-men Phipps; J. Blight; Moore; Hughes; Johns B.; 
Sloane; Chadwick; johns; Williams: Blight, B. ; Childs;- Carpenters 
crew, Rogers; Rowe; j . May; james; Idlers, Stebbing (instrument men­
der); Ash gunroom steward; Fuller, Captains do; R Davis, boy do; 
Matthews. missionary; E Davis. Officers cook; G Phillips, ships cook; 
Lester, cooper; Covington, fiddler & boy to Poop-cabin; Billet. gunroom 
boy; Royal Marines. -Beazeley, serge,lnt; Williams, Jones, Burgess, 
Bute, Doyle, Martin, Middleton, Prior (midshipmens steward);­
Boatswain, M' Sorrell; Carpenter, M' May;1197 Midshipmen, M"" 
Stewart, Usborne, johnson, Stokes, Mcllersh, King, Forsyth . - Hell­
yar, Captains clerk. -M' Bino, acting surgcon-M' Rowlett , purser.­
M' Chaffers, Master.-M' Sulivan, zd Lieutenant; M' Wickham, It! 
Lieutenant; R. FitzRoy, Commander. - There arc (including Earl, the 
Fuegians & myself) 76 souls on board the Beagle.-

1 hear the cable rattling through the Hawse-hole so we have come to 
anchor for the night. 

25'~ A fine breeze has carriL-d us to an anchor within six or seven miles 
of Montc Video. - At about noon we passed between Maldonado & the 
little island of Lobos covered with seals. - At some future time we shall 
lay in the harbor al Maldonado. -the country in the neighbourhead is 
more uneven than in tht, other parts of the coast, but from the sandy 
hillocks has a dreary uninteresting appearance. - To day the water 
from its calmness & reddish muddy colour looked like thai of a river: of 
course however, the Southern bank is far beyond the reach ofvision.­
The fresher discoloured water from its less specific gravity floats on the 
surface of the salt. - this was curiously shown by the wake of the vessel, 
where a line of blue might be seen mingling in litt le eddies with the 
adjoining fluid. - in this case instead of stirring up the mud, it was the 
revcrse & stirred up the clear water. - 1981 
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26'" We entered the bay about 9 oclock: just as we were coming to an 
anchor, signals were made from the Druid, a frigate lying here; which 
(to our utter astonishment & amusement) ordered us to "Clear for 
action" & Shortly afterward "Prepare to cover our boats". We set sail 
again & the latter part of order was shortly explained by the arriving of 
6 boats heavily armed with Carronades & containing about 40 marines, 
all ready for fighting, & more than 100 blue-jackets. - Captain Hamilton 
came on board & informed us that the present government isa military 
usurpation. -& that the head of the party had seized upon 400 horses, 
the property of a British subject; & that in short the flotilla of boats went 
to give weight to his arguments.- The revolutions in these countries 
are quite laughable; some few years ago in Buenos Ayres, they had 14 
revolutions in 12 months. - things go as quietly as possible; both parties 
dislike the sight of blood; & so that the one which appears the strongest 
gains the day. - The disturbances do not much affect the inhabitants of 
the town, for both parties find it best to protect private property. - The 
present governor has about 260 Gaucho cavalry & about same number 
of Negro infantry. -the opposite party is now collecting a force & the 
moment he enters the town the others will scamper out. - Mt Parry (a 
leading merchant here) says he is quite certain a ISO men from thell991 
Frigate could any night take M: Video. The dispute has terminated by a 
promise of restitution of the horses; but which I do not think is very 
clear will be kept.- I am afraid, it is not impossible that the conse­
quences will be very unpleasant to us: The Druids officers have not for 
some weeks been allowed to go on shore, & perhaps we shall be obliged 
to act in the same manner. - How annoying will be the sight of green 
turf plains, whilst we are performing a sort of quamntine on board.-

27'" I had no opportunity of taking a long walk. -so that I went with the 
Captain to Rat island. - Whilst he took sights I found some animals & 
amongst them there was one very curious. -at first sight every one 
would pronounce it to be a snake: but twosmall hind legs or rather fins 
marks the passage by which Nature joins the Lizards to the Snakes.- 1 

'llUs was a skink or legle~ li£ard. 

28th Landed early in the morning on the Mount, This little hill is about 
4SO feet high & being by far the most elevated land in the country gives 
the name Monte Video. - The view from the summit is one of the most 
uninteresting I ever beheld. - Not a tree or a house or trace of 
cultivation give cheerfulness to the scene. - An undulating green plain 
& large herds of cattle has not even the charm of novelty. - Whoever 
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has seen Cambridgeshire,12001 if in his mind he changes arable inlo 
p.1slure ground & roots ou t every tree, may say he has ~'Cn Monte 
Video. - Although this is true, yet there is a chium in the unconfined 
feeling of walking over the boundless turf plain: Moreover if your view 
is limited to a small space, many objects possess great beauty. - Some 
of the smallest birds art! most brilliantly coloured ; much more so than 
those in Brazil.- The bright green turf being browsed short by the 
cattle, is ornamented by dwarf flowers ; amongst which to my eyes the 
DaiSY claimed thc place of an old fricnd.- The only other plants of 
larger size are tall rushes&a thistlerescmblingmuch the Acanthus; this 
latter with its silvery foliage covers large spaces of ground. - 1 went on 
board with a party of midshipmen; who had been shooting &. had killed 
several brace of Partridges &. wild Ducks, &. had caught a large Guano 
about 3 feet long. - These lizards at certain times of the year are 
reckoned excellent food. - The evening was calm & bright, but in the 
middle of night it blew a sudden gale.- All hands were piped up to 
send Top-gallant masts on deck &. to get in the Cutter: In such scenes of 
confusion, I am doubtful whether the war of the elements or shouts of 
the officers be most discordant.-

Sunday 29'· This morning we are pitching heavily, &. occasionally a sea 
breaks over us. - The weather is yet boisterous &. the rain very 
(0Id·-120l1 

3f11' I was busily employed with the collections of 5.1turday.- The 
Captain this morning procured information of some old Spanish charts 
of Patagonia, which are now at Buenos Ayres.- He immediately 
determined to run up there to $e{;! them.-

31# At one oclock we stood ou t of the Bay with a light fair wind. - As we 
passed the Druid, we picked up M' Hammond, a midshipman belong­
ing to her who has now joined the Beagle. - M' Hammond is a 
connection of poor little Musters.- Before sailing, I wenl ashore to the 
Town with the Ca ptain; the appearance of the place does not speak 
much in its favor; it is of no great size; possesses no architectural 
beauties, &. the streets are irregular &. filthily dirty.- [t is scarcely 
credible that any deg~ of indolence would permit the roads to be in 
such a bad state as they are.- The bed of a torrent with blocks of stone 
lying in mud is an exact resemblance. - It was distressing to see the 
efforts of the Bullocks, as harnessed by their horns to the clumsy carts 
they managed to stumble on amongst the stones. - As far as regards 
the inhabitants, they are a much finer set than at Rio de Janeiro. - Many 
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of the men have handsome expressive faces & athletic figures; either of 
which it is very rare to meet with amongst the Portugeese. - 1 believe 
in about a weeks time wel2021 shall relum 10 M. Video & complele ou r 
l'qu ipment. -

Augustl" We have had a famous breeze & are now at anchor about 12 
mites from Buenos Ayres. - At one time to day it was just possible to 
see both the Northern & Southern shores of the river at the same 
time. - A river of such great size & dimensions possesses no interest or 
grandeur.-

2"" We certainly are a most unquiet ship; peace flies before our steps. On 
entering the outer roadstead, we passed a Buenos Ayres guard·ship.­
When abrea!>1 of her she fired an empty gun; we not understanding this 
sailed on, & in a few minutes another discharge was accompanied by 
the whistling of a shot over our rigging. Before she could gel another 
gun ready we had passed her range. - When we arrived at our 
anchorilge, which is more than three miles dis tant from the landing 
place; two boats were towered, & a large party started in order to stay 
some days in the city.- Wickham went with us, & intended 
immediiltcly going to M' Fox, the English minister, to inform h im of the 
insu lt offered to the British flag. - When close to the shore, we were 
met by a Quar~iltine boat which said we must all return on bo.1rd, to 
have our bill of health inspected, from fears of the Cholera.- Nothing 
which wecould l2031 S<ly about being a man of war, having left England 
7 months & lying in an open roadstead, had any effect. -They said we 
ought 10 have wailed fora bo.11 from Iheguard·ship& thai we must pull 
the whole distance back to the vessel, with the wind dead on end 
aga inst us & a strong tide running in. - During our absence, a boat had 
come with an officer whom the Captain soon despatched with a 
message 10 his Commander to So.ly "He was sorry he was not i1ware he 
was entering an uncivilized port, or he would have had his broardside 
ready for answering hisshot". - When our boats & the health one came 
alongside. -the Captain immediately gave orders to get under weigh & 
return to M Video.- At same time sending to the Governor, through 
the Spanish officer, the same messuages which he had sent 10 the 
Guard·ship, adding that the case should be Ihroughily investigated in 
other quarters.- We then loaded & pointed all the guns on one 
broardside, & ran down close along the guard·ship. Hailed her, & said 
that when we again entered the port, we would be prepart.'<I as at 
present & if she dared to fire a shot we would send our whole 
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broardside inlo her rollcn 204 hulk. - We are now sailing quietly 
down the river.- From M Video IheCaptain inlends wriling 10 M' Fox 
&: to the Admiral; so thai they may lake effective sleps 10 prevcnl our 
Flag being again insulted in so unprovoked a manner.- From what I 
could see of the city of Buenos Ayres it appears 10 be a very large place 
&: with many public buildings. - Its site is wry low &: the adjoining 
coast is elevated but a few feet above the level of the water. -

J'" In the morning watch, before it was daylight, the Beagle stood too 
close in-shore &: stuck her stem fast about a foot in the mud. - With a 
little patience &: mameuvering they got her off, &: two whale boats being 
lowered to sound the bank ahead, we soon gained the channel.-

The navigation of the Plata is difficult, owing to there being no 
landmarks, the water generally shoal &: runRlng in currents &: the 
number of banks in the whole course. - We saw several old wrecks 
which now serve as buoys to guide other ships. - Hit isan ill wind which 
blows nobody any good". - We arrived at M Video after sunset, &: the 
Captain immedia tely wcnt on boa rd the Druid. - He has returned &: 
brings the news, Ihal Ihe Druid will tomorrowl2051 morning sail for 
Buenos Ayres, &: demand an apology for their conduct to us.- Oh I 
hope the Guard·ship will fire a gun althe Frigate; if she does, il will be 
her last day above water. 

41~ We altered our anchorage, &: stood much closer in. -we found an 
excellent berth amongst the merchant ships.- After dinner went with 
Wickham to Rat island &: collected some animals. - In the evenings the 
greater length of twilight is very pleasant: itisquitea new phenomenon 
to watch the purple clouds of the Western sky gradually to fade into the 
leaden hue of night . - This is a beauty of which the equinoctial regions 
can seldom boast . - And toan Europeans eyes it is a great loss. -

sill This has been an eventful day in the history of the Beagle. - At 10 
oclock in the morning the Minister for the present milit .. ry government 
came on board &: begged for assistance againsl a serious insurrection of 
some black troops. - Cap Filz.Roy immedia tely went ashore toaKertain 
whelher it was a party affair, or that the inhabitants were really in 
danger of having their houses ransacked. - The head of the Police 
(Damas) has continued in pov.'er through both govemments, &: is 
considered as entirely neutral; being applied to, he gave it as his 
opinion that it would be doing a service to the state to land our 
force. - 12061 Whilsll his was going on ashore, the Americans landed 
their boats &: occupied the Cuslom house. - Immediately the Captain 
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arrived at the mote, he made us the signal to hoist out & man our boats. 
In a very few minutes, the Yawl, Cutter, Whaleboat & Gig were ready 
with 52 men heavily armed with Muskets, Cutlasses & Pistols. After 
waiting some time on the pier Signor Dumas arrived & we marched to 
a central fort, the seat of government. During this time the insurgents 
had planted artillery to command some of the streets, but otherwise 
remained quiet. They had previously broken open the Prison & armed 
the prisoners. - The chief cause of apprehension was owing to their 
being in possession of the citadel which contains all the ammunition.­
It is suspected that all this disturbance is owing 10 the mameuvering of 
the fonner constitutional government. - But the politicks of the place 
are quite unintelligible: it has always been said that the interests of the 
soldiers &- the present government are identical. -&- now it would seem 
to be the reverse. - Capt. fitzRoy would have nothing to do with all 
this: he would only remain to see that private property was not 
atlacked. - If the National band were not rank cowards, they might at 
once seize the citadel &- finish the business; instead ofl207l this, they 
prefer protecting themselves in the fortress of SI. Lucia. - Whilst the 
different parties were trying to negociate matters, we remained at our 
station &- amused ourselves by cooking beefsteaks in the Courtyard.­
At sun-set the boats were sent on board &- one returned with warm 
clothing for the men to bivouac during the night. - As I had a bad 
headache, I also came &- remained on board. - The few left in the Ship 
under the command of M' Chaffers have been the most busily engaged 
of the whole crew. - They have triced up the Boarding netting, loaded 
&- pointed the guns.-&- cleared for action. - We are now at night in a 
high sta te of preparation so as to make the best defence possible, if the 
Beagle should be atlacked.- To obtain ammunition cou ld be the only 
possible motive.- I 

'Fit~Roy wrote: 'Scarcely had the Druid diS<lppearal beneath the horizon, when Ihechie! 
of the Monte Video policc and thecaptain oflhe pori came on board the Btoagle to request 
aSSIstance in pNs<>rving order in the town, and in preventing the aggressions of SOme 
mutinous negro soldiers. [was alsorequl'Stlod by the Consui-generalto afford Ihe British 
resid.'nts any prot""tion in my power; and understanding thai their lives, as well u 
property, were endangered by the turbulent mutineers, who were mOTe than a match for 
the few well-di,posed soldiers left in the town, I landed with fifty well-armed men, and 
remained on shore, garrisoning the prindpal fort. and thus holding the mutineers in 
check. until more troops were brought in from the neighbouring country, by whom they 
were SUTT(lunded and reduccd to subordination. The Beaglt's crew wtre not on short 
more than twenty-four hours, and WeT\' not called upon to act in any way: but I was told 
by the principill persons whose hVl.'s and properties Wt~ threatentd. that the presence 
of these seamen ccrtainly pT\'vent<!d bloodshed.' See Nllmllil't' 2: 95. 

c Cambridqe Universitv Press. Reproduced with permission bv Darwin Online 



1832 AUGUST MONTF VIDEO 91 

6111 The boats have returned. - Affairs in the city now more decidedly 
show a party spirit, & as the black troops are enclosed in the citadel by 
double the number of armed citizens, Capt FitzRoy deemed it advisable 
to withdraw his force. - It is probable in a very short time the two 
adverse sides will come to an encounter: under such circumstances, 
Capt fitzRoy being in possession of the central fort, would havel2081 
found it very difficult to have preserved his character of neutrality.­
There certainly is a great deal of pleasure in the excitement of this sort 
of work. -quite sufficient to explain the reckless gayety with which 
sailors undertake even the most hazardous attacks. - Yet as time flies, 
it is an evil to waste so much in empty parade.-

7'~ To my great grief it is not deemed prudent towalk in the country. - so 
J was obliged to go ashore to the dirty town of M: Video. - Afterdinner 
went out collecting to Rat Island.-

81~ There has been a good deal of wind & rain.- In the evening the 
barometer fell, so the Captain determined immediately to strike Top­
masts & let go another anchor. At sunset it blew a full gale of wind, but 
with our three anchors & no hamper aloft, we snugly rode whilst the 
breeze heavily whistled through the rigging.-

gill A merchant ship has drifted some way from her anchorage. - The 
Captain in middle of day went to her & found that at first she had only 
veered out 30 fathoms of cable.-(whilst we were riding with 70). A 
length of cable is a great security, as it takes away any sudden stress & 

by its friction does not strain so much on the anchor. - 1t12091 is quite 
curious how negligent all merchant vessels are.-yesterday very few 
struck Top-gallant masts. - Some years ago 14 vessels at Buenos Ayres 
went on shore & were lost, out of which only three had taken any & 

none sufficient precautions. 
The Captain managed togo to the town to day, & brought back news 

that the disturbances increase in violence. - There has been some 
skinnishing with the black-troops, & a fresh party seems to have risen 
for the head of government. In the paltry state of Monte Video, there 
are actually about 5 contending parries for supremacy. - It makes one 
ask oneself whether Despotism is not better than such uncontrolled 
anarchy. - The weather yet continues wet & boisterous: it is a consola­
tion, although a poor one, that the two distinct causes which prevent us 
from going ashore should come together. 

lam During the whole of the night there have been several vollies of 
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musketry fired in the city, & wean thought there must have been some 
heavy fighting. 

1J'~ But this morning we hcar not even one has been woundcd.-in fact 
both parties are afraid of coming within reach of musket range of each 
other. Yesterday Lavalleja, the ntilitary governor, entered the town & 
was well received bycverybodyI2101 excepting his former black troops. 
These he threatened to expel from the citadel & planted some guns 10 
comma nd Ihe gate. - To revenge this the Blacks last night madea sally, 
& hence arose Ihe firing. - This morning the news comes thai Lavelleja, 
who was unanimously but yesterday received, has been obliged to fly 
the city, & that it is now certain that Signor Frutez & the constitutional 
government will gain Ihe day. - One is snocked aline bloody revolu­
tions in Europe, but after seeing to what an extent such imbecile 
changes can proceed, it is hard todeiennine which of the two is most to 
be dreaded. The weather for these last days has been wet & uncomfort­
able in the extreme. 

Smrda.II12lh The utter consternation of the civic guard during the other 
nights skirmish has given general amusement. - Large bodies 
immediately threw away their white cross belts that they might not be 
recognised in tne dark: & the impetuosity with which they rushed 
down the streets, if it could have been directed to a charge, would ha\'e 
been most imposing. - In evening dined with M' Parry. 

13'h At last the unsettled politicks & weather have pennitted us to walk 
in the country: Wickham, Sulivan, Hammond & myself went Oul 
shooting & if our sport was not very good the exercise was most 
delightful. -12111 Hammond & myself walked in a direct line for several 
miles to some plains covered with thistles, where we hoped to find a 
flock of Ostriches. - We saw one in the distance; if I had been by 
myself, I should have said it was a very large deer running like a 
race-horse. -as the distance increased it looked more like a large hawk 
skimming over the ground. -the rapidity of its movements were 
astonishing. - As the breeze was rather too stiff for boats, it had been 
detennined to walk from the Mount round the baytothe town. - When 
far distant from it, Wickham & Sullivan found themselves so tired, that 
they declared they could move no further. - By good luck a horseman 
came up, whom we hired to carry them by turns til! another horse was 
found; & thus we arrived just before the city gates were closed for the 
night. -

p , rWln n I 



1832 AUGUST MONTE VIDEO " 
14" Signor Frutezentered the Town in full parade &. was saluted by the 

forts. - He was accompanied by 1800 wild Gaucho cavalry; many of 
them were Indians. - I believe it was a magnificent spectacle; the 
beauty of the horses, &. the wildness of their dresses &. arms were very 
curious. - 12121 

15111 As the boat was landing me at the Mount, we surprised a large 
Cabra or Capincha on the rocks. After a long & animated chace in a little 
bay I succeeded in shooting it through the head with a ball. - These 
animals abound in the Orinoco &. are nOI uncommon here, but from 
their shyness &. powers of swimming &. diving are difficult to be 
obtained. - It is like in its structure a large guinea-pig; in its habits a 
water rat. -it weighed 98 pounds. - Havingsent my game on board in 
triumph, I collech_od great numbers of different animals: some beautiful 
snakes & lizards &. beetles. Under stones were several scorpions about 
2 inches long; when pressed by a stick to the ground, they struck it with 
their stings with such force as very distinctly to be heard.-

The Druid has returned from Buenos Ayres & brought from its 
government a long apology for the insult offered to us. - The Captain 
of the Guard-ship was immediately arrested &. it was left to the British 
consuls choice whether he should any longer retain his commission. -

16111 Spent the day in examining the rich produce of yesterdays labor.­
The Beagle goes to sea the day after tomorrow for her first cruize. -12131 

1?"i' All day &. night it has blown a stiff breeze from the South. There 
have been several haiJ-storms, which forms our first introduction to 
frozen water. - A sea soon gets up in the river & from its little depth the 
waves become so muddy that they look like mountains of mud.- This 
riding with our head to wind shakes the very foundation of my 
stomach.-

18'* Several officers are on shore &. cannot yet come off.- The Captain 
however ventured to sail to Rat Island to obtain sights. It was beautiful 
to see how the whale-boat hops over the sea . - In returning he carried 
away the yard of his sai\. -

Sunday 19'· In the morning there was a fresh breeze from the NW-A 
wind in this direction soon emptys the river; at night we had 18 feet 
under our stem, in the morning only 13. From this cause, indepen­
dently of intending to sail in the course of the day, it was advisable to 
move our anchorage. - The instant we had tripped our anchor the 
wind drifted us within a few yards of the buoy which marks the old 
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wreck. Then is the time to walch sailors working: one foul rope &. we 
shou ld have been on shore. - The sailors in the city were saying. Adios 
a1TCa Inglese, ADios. - A merchant ship certainly wou ld have had no 
chance of escaping: but with our body of men it is the work of a 
second l2141 to set sail & get way on the ship. This has been for me Ihe 
first specimen of working off a lee-shore with a stiff breeze blowing.­
Ouring Ihe morning we tacked about, waiting for the weather to 
moderate&. at last again anchored. - In the afternoon we sent on board 
Ihe Packet some parcels &c &. my box of specimens, & the boats 
returning from thc shore, we made sail.- A fine breeze carried us 40 
miles from the Mount, where we anchored for the night.- In such 
shoal water as in the Plaia the sea is very short; I have never seen so 
much spray break over the Beagle & I have not often fell a more 
disagreeable sensation in my stomach.-

2fi1' In Ihe afternoon we anchored 8 miles off Point Piedras on the 
Sou thern shore of the river. - At this distance there were only 18 feet 
water. - The Captain intends at present verifying the leading points in 
the coast. - The Spaniards on shore having already filled up the 
details. - Any minute knowledge of an almost uninhabited coast 
where shipping cannot approach, will never be of any great value.-

21" In middle of day anchored near Point Piedras, & sent our boats 10 
sound. - Shortly after getting under way, the water suddenly shoaled 
& we grazed the bottom rather too sensibly. - 12151 In calm weather this 
is of little consequence, but when there is any sea, it does not tilke long 
to knock a hole in the bottom. - The coast was very low, & covered with 
thickets.-the extreme similarity of different parts of the banks is the 
chief cause of the difficulty of navigating this river. - The weather has 
been beautifully clear during these last two days. - I do not believe 
there has been one single cloud in the heavens. - Severalland·birds 
took refuge in the rigging, such as larks, f1y-catchers, dows & butcher· 
birds & all appeared quite exhausted. - To night we hilve anchored 
North of Cape St Antonio. -as soon as we double this we shall be in the 
open ocean. - Already the water has lost its ugly muddy colour. -

22,.1 All day we have been sailing within two or three miles off the 
coast.- For 40 miles it has been one single line of sandy hillocks, 
without any break or change. I The country within is uninhabited, & 
ships never frequent this track, so that il is the most desolate place I 
hnve ever visited. - At sunset, before anchoring, we came rather 
suddenly on a bank, & were obliged instantly to put the ship up to the 
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wind . - This fine weather is of the greatest importance to the surveymg 
" IS long as it lasts, sailing slowly along the coast is suffident for III 
purposes. - 12161 
'A«urdt1tJl 10 fitzRoy 'Wlhrr msho ... An" IhK~b . ffordlt1l1\ ~lt~r 10 numbrn of 
~ .. ' SM .... , .. 'tr'I' 1: W 

u'" The weatMr continues most beautiful: a bank of clouds In the 5W 
fnghtened us In the morrung but now at night weareat an anchorWlth 
a calm.- No peo~ have such cause anxIously to watch the state of 
wealMf as Surveyors, - Their very duty leads them mto the pI~ 
whICh illI other ships avoid &: their safety depends on beIng prepared 
fOf the worst - Every night we reef our top-sails so as to I~ no tune If 
I breeze should force us to mD\'e. - Yesterday momlnggettlng up the 
anchor &. 5«"Unng It &: sethng all sail only tool us five minutes. - We 
hne not m.lde much progrHSduring tMday; for we have t.Kked all the 
bme parallel to thecoast.-

24" We have made" good run; at last North of Cape of Comcntes the 
coast In a small degree has altered its appea rance: instead of the 
undulating chain of sand-hillocks the horizon is bounded by low table 
land This being divided by broard gaps or vallies, presents so mlmy 
squaI'C masses. - We have seen during the day the smoke from several 
large fires within the country: il is not easy to guess how they arlse.- It 
is too far North for the Indians &: the country is uninhabited by the 
Spaniards. - The sun set in a cloudless sky; &: there is every prospect of 
the Northerly wind lasting; if so tomorrow we shall double Corrientes 
&: if we can, land in the boats on the promontory.12171 

zs- We have made an excellent run of 70 mIles to day.- Indeed the 
breeze to my laste w.s much too good, as It prevented us from 
IIltemptln8 to IiInd It upe Corrientes, which we doubled.t Noon.­
We wiled "ery dose to the shore. &: it was very Intereshng vtewing Ih~ 
dIfferent countnes 115 we rapidly passed on. - North of Corrienl~ , a 
dead IevelllOe of cliff takes the place of the sand hIllocks. - The cliff 1.5 
pnpencilculilr &: about JO feet high, & Wlth II Ie,,' eJo:cephons IS con ­
bnued all the " '.y South of the Cape. - From the TNlst-head a gtNt 
extent of Rat Pampas was seen without any breaJ,. 01'" e~atM)n , - To 
e\'ery ones utorushment there was near the promontory of Comentes 
.In Est.mcia - Cattle were ery abundant near the house, &: the plac. 
looked prosperous. - (Notr //I margin: We have heard they have SIXXX) 

head .) Two or three men on horseback were watching us with great 
interest: so we hoisted our pennant &. colours, &. doubtless for the first 

!fJ Cembridoe Univers ltv Press Reoroduc:ed With oermission bv DarWin Dnl'ne 



.. FIRST CRUIZE AUCUST 1832 

time they had ever been seen in this sea. - This farm must be aboul 200 
miles from any town, & the greater part of the interval consists in desert 
salt plains.- There cannot eaSily be imagined a more desolate habita­
tion for civilized man. -

SUI/day 26,h Torrents of rain & the atmosphere was so thick tha t it was 
impossible 10 continue the survey. - We remained therefore at 
anchor. - The bottom was rocky & in consequence plenty of fish: 
almost every man in Ihel2181 ship had a line overboard & in a short time 
a surprising number of fine fish were caught.- I also got some 
Corallines which were preeminently cu rious in their structure.- We 
had to day a beautiful illustration how useful lhe Barometer is at sea.­
During the last three or four fine days it has been slowly falling.-the 
Captain felt so sure that shortly after it began to rise we should have the 
wind from the opposite quarter, the South, that when he went to bed 
he left orders to be called when the Barometer turned. 

2rh Accord ingly at one oclock it began to rise, & the Captain 
immediately ordered all hands to be piped up to weigh anchor. - In the 
course of an hour from being a calm it blew a gale right on shore, so that 
we were glad enough to beal off. - By the morning we were well out at 
sea; so with snug sail ca red little for the breeze or the heavy swell. - If 
we had not a Barometer, we probably should have remained two hours 
longer al anchor, & then if the gale had been a little harder we should 
have been in a most dangerous situation, - As it was, the sea was very 
heavy & irregular. - it fairly pitched our Howitzer out of the slide into 
the sea.- This was not our only misfortune, as in weighing ship we 
tore our anchor into pieces & quitel2191 disabled il fo r use. - During the 
night the weather moderated & 

281h this morning we stood in again for Ihe shore. - By the time we got 
within a few miles of the land itwas almost calm, bu t the swell from the 
ocean was extraordinarily great. - This is what might be expected from 
the gradual shoaling of the water. - The surf on the beach was 
proportionally violent: for 1 of a mile the sea was white with foam & a 
cloud of spray traced for many miles the line of coast. As it was 
impossible to take observations, we are this evening again standing out 
to sea, patiently to wait till the elements are quiet.-

29'h The morning was thick \\.'"ith rain: but in the afternoon in spite of the 
remaining swell, some miles of the coasl were traced . -at night the 
weather looked dirty & we have stood out to sea. -

wi h 
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This day last ye<lr I arrived home from N. Wales & first heard of Ihis 

Voyage.- During the week it has often struck me how different was 
my situation & views then 10 what they are at present: it is amu~ing to 
imagine my surprise, if anybody on the mountains of Wales had 
whispered to me, this day next year you will be beating off the coast of 
Patagonia: - And yet how common & natural an occurrence 220. it now 
appears to me. - Nothing has m<lde so vivid an impression on my mind 
as those days of painful uncertainty: theclearnesswilh which I recollect 
Ihe most minute particulars, gives to the period of an year the appear­
ance of filr shorler dura tion. - But if I pau~c & in my mind pass from 
month 10 month, the time fully grows proportional to the many th ings 
which have happened in it. -

Jf1" Very wet day: about noon it fell calm, & we could hear the surf 
roaring although about six mi l~dista n t from the beach . - The weather 
looked exceedingly threatening; but after all it did not blow more than 
a sHffbreeze during thc night.-

]J" By the middle of the day we got within su rveying distance of the 
coast. - We letgo the anchor: bu t theskycle<lring we soon h<ld a regular 
dry SW wind. - The anchor would not hold in the sand and we were 
forced again to stand out. - To night it has lulled, & we have 
anchored . - Tomorrow J trust we shall be enabled to continue thc 
survey, which has been interrupted for a week. - At last I find myself 
decidedly much less afraid of sea-sickness, although during two of the 
days I was on my "beam ends".12211 

Septl.'mber 1" The breeze freshened during the night & in the morning 
there was a good deal of sea. In heaving up the anchor, a sudden pilch 
in the vessel broke it off Just above the flues . - II has been a cloudless 
day; but with a sirong breeze right in our teeth. - To night we have 
anchored & to our universal joy thl! wind has chopped round to the 
North . -

Sunday Z<UI This day wi ll il lways be tomea memorabJeanniversary; in as 
much as it was the first in which the prospect of my joining the voyage 
worea prosperous appearance. - Again in heaving up the anchor (one 
of the best & largest) it broke off like the fomler ones:-it b ~u pposed 
that the bottom consists of a day so stiff as nearly to resemble rock, & 
that du ring the night the flue of anchor works into it, so thai no power 
is able to wrench it ou t. - So early in the voyage it is a great loss. The 
wind blew a gale; bu t under close reefed topsilils we ran along about 70 
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miles of coast. - Out of aU this Tilngc scarcely two parts could be 
distinguished from each other; nothing interrupts the line of sand 
hillocks. - Tomorrow we shall be near to Baia Blanca;' where I hope we 
shall remain some time. - This last week, alt hough lost for surveying, 
has produced several animals; the examination of which has much 
interested me. - 12221 

' Th" modern "pettin"" later al"" used by CD, is B..hia Blanc .. , 

]'J The weather has been tolerably fair for us; but in the evening the 
brecLc was fresh & a good deal of sea. - At this time, the situation of 
the vessel was for a few minutes very dangerous. - We came suddenly 
on a bank where the water was very shoal. - It wasa startling cry, when 
the man in the chains sang out, "& a half, two". OUT bottom was then 
only two feet from the ground. - if we had struck, it is possible we 
should have gone to the bottom; & the long swell of the open ocean 
would soon dash the strongest timber into pieces. -(Note in margin: We 
have since had reason to believe it was a mistake of the Leadsman.) It is 
beautiful to see the quiet calm alertness of the sailors on such occa­
sions.- We soon deepened our water when we altered our course.­
At present we are riding in a wild anchorage, waiting for the morn­
ing.-

4111 We have remained all day at our anchorage: the weather has been 
doudy fo r some days past & it is almost necessary 10 obtain observa­
tions of the sun to ascertain our situation. - 1 am throughily tired of this 
work, or rather no work; this rolling & pitching about with no end 
gained . - Oh for Baia Blanca; it will be a white day for me, when we 
gainit. -i22Ji 

51h We ran along 40 miles of coast & then anchored near to the mouth of 
the Bay: During the day 1 look several curious marine animals.-

61h In the morning we stood into the bay; but soon got entangled in the 
midst of shoals & banks; we came again to an anchor. - At th is time a 
small Schooner passed near to us. -an officer was sent on ooard to 
procure information aoout the bay &c: The Schooner was a Sealer, 
bound from the settlement at Baia Blanca to the Rio Negro; south of 
wh ich she intended fishing for the $cals. - MT Harris, a half partner & 
Captain, volunteered piloting us into the bay on condition of being 
carried up in a boat to the Settlement; where there was another 
Schooner bound for the same port, & in which he in tended taking a 
passage. - By M' Harris's assistance we arrived in the evening at a fine 
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bay; where sheltered from all bad weather, we moored ship. - M' 
Harris gave us a great deal of useful information about the country. ­
Bilia Blanca has only been settled within the last six years: previous to 
which even the existence of the bay was not known. - It is designed as 
a frontier fort against the Indians & thus to connect Buenos Ayres to Rio 
Negro. - In the time of the old Spaniards, before the independence, the 
latter was purchased from the native chief of the place. - The settlers at 
Baia Blanca did not follow this j224 just example, & in consequence ever 
since a barbarous & cruel warfare has been carried on:- But I shall 
mention more about this presently.-

r~ In the morning the Captain, Rowlett the pilot & myself started with 
a pleasant breeze for the Settlement: it is distant about twenty mites.­
Instead of keeping the middle channel, we steered near to the Northern 
shore: from this cause & from the number of similar islands, the pilot 
soon lost his reckoning. - We took by chance the first creek we could 
find: but following this for some miles, it gradually became so narrow 
that the oars touched on each side & we were obliged to stop. - These 
Islands rather deserve the name of banks; they consist of mud which is 
so soft that it is impossible to walk even the shortest distance; in many 
the tops are covered by rushes; & at high water the sumrnitsof these are 
only visible. - From our boat nothing within the horizon was to be seen 
but these flat beds of mud; from custom an horizontal expanse of water 
has nothing strange in it; but this had a most unnatural appearance, 
partaking in the character of land & water without the advantages of 
either. - The day was not very clear & there was much refraction, or as 
the sailors expressed it, "things loomed high", the only thing within 
our view which j225, was not level was the horizon; rushes looked like 
bushes supported in the air by nothing, & water like mud banks & 
mud-banks like water.- With difficulty the boat was turned in the little 
creek; & having wait(.>d for the tide to rise, we sailed straight over the 
mud banks in the midd le of the rushes. By heeling the boat over, so that 
the edge wason a level with the water, it did nol draw more than a foot 
of water. - Even with this we had much trouble in getting her along, as 
we stuck several times on the bottom. 

In the evening we arrived at the creek which is about four miles 
distant from the Settlement. - Here was a small schooner lying & a 
mud-hut on the bank. - There were several oflhe wild Gaucho cavalry 
waiting to see us land; they formed by far the most savage picturesque 
group I ever beheld. - I should have fancied myself in the middle of 
Turkey by their dresses. - Round their waists they had brighl coloured 
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shawls forming a petticoat, beneath which were fnnsed drawers, Their 
bool8 were very singular, they are made from the "l1de of the hock joint 
of horleS hind Il'85, so that It is a tube "'tith a bend In It; this they put on 
fresh, &c thus drving on their legs is never again remo\"t!d. - The spurs 
ue 226 enormous, the rowels being from one to two Inches lonS'­
llw)' ~II wore thE' Poncho, wluch is laJlarge slw",1 "'Ith. hole In the 
mtddle for the heold. - Thus eqUipped "'ith wbres & short muslt'!o; 
the, '" ere mounted on PO""erfu] horses. - The men therruel\'et ",'ere 
I~r n'IOn! rt~ruble tholn thetr dresses; the greater numbet' were lwtf 
5p.11nldrd Ie Indyn -c;ome of each pure b&ood & IOOW blac: .. - 11w 
InduM. wtul~1 gN""lIlg bones of beef, lool.ed. ~s Ihe)'~",.lwJ(rec .. lled 
'" lid be"'sb - No paInter t'\'e-r unagmed so wtld .. set of e~pret.llons. 
As the e\lmmg wa~ dOSing in, it was determmed not 10 n>tum 10 the 
\'hM:1 b)' Ihe rught. -so weal! mounted behind the Gauchos&: ,100rted 
at.l hand golliop for the Fort,-

Our Tl'Ct>p!Ion here was not vel'} cordial. The Comm.mdante WolS 
Inch ned 10 be CIVIl; but the Major. although second In ran", appeal1llo 
be the most efficient, He is an old Spaniard. with Ihe old fC<!hngs of 
IC.llou~y. - He could not contain his surprise & anxiety at a Mun of War 
h.lVing .. rnved fur the firsl lime in the ha rbor. 1111 asked cndk'5' 
questions about our force &c .• & when the Captain, pra1!llng the b.'y, 
assurt'd him he could bring up even a line of battle ship, the old 
gt'ntit'man W;l~ appalled & in his minds eye saw the British Marlnl" 
tOIling hiS fOrt - These ridiculous suspicions made It 2271 very dl .. • 
.r;;ret'olble to us. ,so that the uptain detenruned to Slart early in 1M 
morning back to the Beagle. -' 

The ~ltltment lS seated on a dead le\'el turf plaIR, It contains abuol 
4l'IO Inhabitanl.§; of whKh the greater numbet' are soldlCf'S The plaa at 

t\.~fM.>d. &: good ocastOn th ... y han!' for it: The pL.ce has been .ttackd 
k'Hul timet b:t. large bodies of Indians.- 'The \\'u lS Gamed on IR OW 
mo.t barbarous m.lnner. The Indians torture.lU thelf pn~ners &; the 
C:;pan'-1rds shoot thnrs. - Exactly a week ago the Spam.udJ. heann, 
Ilwlthe malO body of theu unues were gone to Northwolrd. madc.n 
~CU"lon &: seued 01 great herd of horses &; some pnsoners Among.'-' 
these was the head chief, lhe old Tonano who has go\'emcd a g~al 
dl~t"'t for m.ln)' years. - When a pnsoner, two lesser chlcf\ Of 

CaCIques came one after the other in hopes of .. rranSlng .I In>at)' of 
hbtoraUon II was all the same to the Spaniards, these three &: 8 mor. 
were lead out &. shot, - On the other hand, the Commandante'. IOn 
was taken some lime smce; & being bound, the childrt'n (a refinement 
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In ~'rul'lty I "liver hc,ud of) prepared 10 kill him with nail' '" ~m.dl 
~nl ... " .- A C.dqoe then wid thoat the nexl day mo,., ~w wwld tw 
.. "",,'nt .'22S INoN would be more 5port, .a 1M .'KUh.'" w., 
d.-h-"'ftt .In Ihr niAhl tw e!CiIIped. 

A J»nDh frwnd 01 Mr HMns f1!ai,,-ed us hI»pt~. - .... hou. 
~ lit OIW ". room, but It _de.meI'4I monocomfor1..tt* than ""*' In IraaI - AI """t I WAS 1IWdl e:dYuMfd ... d •• 12 houri 
-. I hod _.., """11-
....." ... "...... ........ _ID--. ...... I~ ..... ..... __ ........ ...-.w..I. .. 0... ....................... ....... 
................ ..., ____ .... ,... .... Il10 lit "" 0.-•• 
~ .................... ~ .. _u , .~"'_ ...... .... 
..-..... I ........... _allbr.~ ......... ,.. ... ..... 
........ __ ....,. i _* Wi. i ....,'-" o.-. ...... ~ 
~ ..... j .. i_ 
... 4 _ . __ ......... ..... utha. ___ 1 I • ..., ....... ... 

.... I~ ......... .-J~todwbolot.lr6Ic __ ... .. 

.... - ....... -' ............ ~bJ' .... I_ ..... (~ 
~ "~ttt. "", w.~lIOdoKlioldlty ...................... , ..... 
• .c. to~, .. , ... 1<1 N11''',oo'lCId,) to. I rkrlN &nordoer for~. _ulV' It-. .... "..,.J 
'""~k., .. h.c ~ ........ hu ~I'II h.1m.u -u of .... tNi'll' abo\Il u' II ..... ~. '" _I aft 
...... 1 ..... Ih III. AI1d" troop of pudlo Mlldier5 .. ·rre lhall'ft)' mominll J1'l .. IN U,ltlf'! tlw 
" .. nK 11"1111111. n,· •• tli 'fI,h, (k!""I". lu t.I!t'P II wI leh on ou. moY1'111C1I11 

W, .fltfWAhl. hUHt. IhAI thll old m.jo(ssllspicio". lI.d I1ftIl v"f ""Ill'! hlul'~WlI by 
II~"I.·. "'I'I~I\""'nl"'Mr I'-rwln"()('(\Jpal,OIl , -Ull n.alll ... II'I~- ...... ,1I'un untw~lItl'( 
.." 1I11~ ~'" \til'" ... 1t1r1Mfl11lnd !wI"g unlucloly upl4l,," by II.nn ... InNnln,'A 
...... 1\ tlul ~"' ..... .wt'V Ih~ Aftf furthtr ItIftnpt 10 quwt All • ...., "' .. W...... '" 
"..,...,.. 1111"'" 

,. W. Mdt' tL) dv ttor.l INrly Ln t.he 0Ii0Il\JnI. • with. ff'fth brftl« 

ant\wJ.t Itw thlp by t.henudcn.olt:hr~y.- It Wh thorn ~ to 
Ihr l ·.rt<lln t!'WIt lwo awn on ~ Nod bftn 'wC'aru'w."'I~ tlW 
Ihip. nw c.rwn .. d ~"1n8 that SO smIIII • JMIf\. 01 ~; 
wouIrJ not ,"",tury to b.r. ~ they ~ ........ - ,.. wY 

kdt ndt..J to wood ........ nNt to tNt spot It WM.a.oIutrIy rw('c...-ry 
b lIS to bCft1.Gn .... twchft ~ ~ -r CMItp dwft.-~ 
II!aw boats WWft 1IWII'DW'd. armed; bftono .fIICboa& thr.hoft . .. Utii' 

... _ ........... "..""'" _ ...... nwc. __ -'"a .... 
wN lal tfw othft two boab .... ~ not to tnp.wn lheaI bul .., bftd 
out who (hn· WftI' . - \\'htn ... -e ~ daR. tM IM'ft dJsmouto"~" 

-rrn»o- hord ft. br-.il, ... -e unmediately thm lAW II ....... rem , .. 
caval".IRWI'I e. .. 8&&nca. - Aht!'rbnding&:con\'n.n~ "'llh thotIn.ltwy 
I~ 0' Iht-y h.td t.wn Iotnt dIDI."T1 to look dter 1M Ind .. nli; Ihl. IU • 

\"C'tt.lln d('Art't W •• lrut, for wt found marM 0( /I m (11'1:; but I~'r 
rt~'IM'''1 I'urpow t"vidcntly WIIS to watch us; this islhe mort! prub.,blu.t 
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the officer of the party steadily kept out of sight, the Captain having 
taxed them with being so suspicious; which they denied. - The 
Gauchos were very civil & took uslo thconly spot where there was any 
chance of water. - It was interesting seeing these hardy people fully 
equipped for an expedition. - They sleep on the bare ground at all 
times & as they travel get their food; already they had killed a Puma or 
Lion; the tongue of which was the only part they kept; also an Ostrich, 
these they catch by t ..... o hcavy balls, fa stened to the ends of a long 
thong. - They showed us the manner of throwing it; holding one ball 
in their hands, by degrees they whirl the other round & round, & then 
with great force send them both revolving in the air towards any 
object.- Of course the instant it strikes an animals legs il fairly ties 
them together. - They gave us an Ostrich egg & before we left them, 
they found another nest or rather depositary in which were 24 of the 
greal eggs. - It is an undoubted fact that many female Ostriches lay in 
the same spot. thus forming one of their colleclions. 12301 Having given 
our friends some dollars, they left us in high good humor & assu red us 
they wou ld somedaybringa live Lion. - Wethen returned on board.­
During the last two days the Captain has formed a plan which will 
materially affect the rest of our voyage. - M' Harris is connected with 
two small schooners employed in sealing & now at Rio Negro. He & the 
other Captain is well ackquainted with the adjoining coast. The Captain 
thought this so fint! an opportunity that he has hired them both by the 
Month & intends sending officers in each who will survey this intricate 
coast whilst the Beagle (after returning to M Video) will proceed to the 
South. - By this means the time spent on the Eastern coast will be much 
shorter & this is hailed with joy by everybody.- Mr Harris will 
immediately go to Rio Negro to bring the vessels & soon after thai we 
shall relum to Ihe Rio Plata. l 

I In ordl'T to be able to SUl'Vl')' the shallow roastal wate~ and inlets betw~n Baia Bill...: .. 
and the RIo Negro as thoroughly as possible. Fit~Koy took a deciSIOn that later prm'ed 
5adLy eXp"nsi"t.> to hIm. Ht.> wrote: 'At LaSI, after much anxious deliber .. tion. I decided to 
hire two smAll schoone~-or rather decked boat!>. school\l'r-riggt'd-fmm Mr. Hams. 
and employ them in.SSlShng the Beagleand herboalS. Mr. Harri5 W;toS tobe in the b~. 
lOS pOOt to Lieutenant Wickham - and h.s mend Mr Robert" also 5"1I1ro .01 Del CaI'11'l\'l\. 
on the nn.· Negro, ...... , to ~ Mr Stok('S·s pIlot in thumallcr\'l~sscl. 1'hese ilNLU enft, of 
/ift\'('n .nd nine Ions rt.>Speo:t."r-Iy, gUIded by Il\eirowners, who had forye.rs frequent~ 
this complication of banks. harbour.;, and tides. set'med 10 me capablt.> of fuHiU"'g tIv 
d.nir~ objn:l-und~r command of ..,ch ~teady and pble heads 3, the offi~rs men· 
tioned-with tM gr~al advantagr-; thai, whLle the Beagle might be procuring supplles .. t 
Monte Video. guing with lh~ Fucgians on he. first trip to the southward, and visiting tM 
Falldond IsLands, the survey of all those intncadn between Blanco Bay and !HIn BL., 
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might be ('amed on st .. "d,ly durinX the fil1<'5t t,~ of )'l'ar. One kriou§ d,ffinalty, that of 
my not bej"lt ~uthonl('d to hire or purchase ~ssjstat\CC on acmu" t of th .. eo'·""T"OR\Il'nt,I 
did not t!wn dwe!l upon, for 1 was .ln~;ous ""d e"gl'!", and, it ha5 proved, too ",,,suin .. . I 
made an agrwment with Mr. IIams, on my own 'ndividual responsibility, for such 
p.iyment a5 ~med to be b,rcompE"nsahon for Ius stipulatll'd M'rvioctos, and 1 did OOpIl'that 
if thO' results of Ihe§(' arnngements should tum out wen. I should siand .. ~rused for 
h.lving pr1'Sumed to aCI so fn... ly, and should be ..... 'mbursed for the sum laid out, whICh 
I could 50 ill span-. Howe" ...... I !oreSolw and WJS willing 10 run Ih~ ri sk , and now console 
m)'!IClf for this, and uther subsequent mortifica tions. by Ihe n-flection thai the ~ 
,ntrusted to R\Il' did. nut suffft.' 5ft Namlll(or 2: 110. 

In pE"nOn.l1 kUen to Captain Beaufurt althO' Admiralty, ddlll'd 10 May, 7 June, 16 July. 
26 Oct~r, 16 N()'o· .. mbe, and 5 OI.'C"t'mber 1833. FitzRoy .. xpr~ his anxiety as to 
whether his aClion would be suppor100 offidalt y, and hIS e"entu,,1 fru strallon when it 
was not (see &as'" R<'("()rd pp. 131-3. 142-5, 162-3 amd 170-1). HIs total ll'XpE"nditu ..... 
• mountll'd in l!wend 10£1680 (set' ,""ilfflJllI'f 2, AppendJlo. pp. 97-8). 

SlmdQY 9'. In the morning divine service was read on the lower deck.­
After dinner a large party of officers went on shore to see the country.­
For the first two miles from the beach, it is a succession of sand hillocks 
thickly covered with coarse herbage; then comes the Pampas, which 
extend for many miles & in the distance is the Sierra de Ventana, a chain 
of mounta ins which we imagine to be lofty. - The ground was in every 
direction tracked by the Ostriches 231 & deer. - One large one of the 
latter bounded up close to me. - Excepting these, death appeared to 
reign over all other animals. - I never saw any place before so entirely 
destitute of living creatures. 

ut AU hands have been busily employed today; some surveying: some 
digging a well for water & others cutting up an old wreck for fire 
wood. - I took a long walk with a rifle, but did not succeed in shooting 
anything. I saw some deer & Ostriches, the latter made an odd deep 
noise; t also found a warren of the Agouti, or hare of the Pampas; it is 
about the size of two English ones, but in its habits resembles a rabbit . 

In the evening the merchant Schooner arrived from the Settlement; 
bringing with it M' Harris, bound for Rio Negro; & our Spanish host 
who was invited to pay us a visil.- M' Harris tells us that the Majors 
fears are not yet qu ieted, & that no one in the place, excepting our host, 
would venture to pay us a visi t. -

When the schooner sailed, M' Rowlett accompanied her, in order at 
Rio Negro 10 try to procure fresh provisions for the ship.-

I'" Having proved to our Spanish friends that we were not Pirates, the 
Captain with two boats started for the Seltlement.- Nearly all the men 
were employed onl2321 shore; so that the ship was left in as unusual as 
delightful a sta te of quietness. 
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12''' Went out shooting with M' Wickham with our rifles:-to my great 
delight I succeeded in shooting a fine buck & doe. - The Captains 
servant shot three more. - We were obliged to send a boats crew to 
carry them to the shore. - One of mine however was previously 
disposed of. - I left it on the ground a substantial beast, but in the 
evening the Vultures & hawks had picked even the bones cJean.- In 
our walk I found also an Ostriches nest; it con tained only one egg.-

13'" The ships anchorage was removed a few miles up the harbor; in 
order to be nearer a newly discovered watering place. - Here we shan 
remain some weeks; if the present clear dry weather lasts, the time will 
pass very pleasantly.-

14'" I am spending September in Patagonia, much in the same manner 
as I should in England, viz in shooting; in this case however there is the 
ex tra satisfaction of knowing that one gives fresh provisions to the 
ships company. - To day I shot another deer & an Agouti or Cavy.­
The latter weighs more than 20 pounds; & affords the very best meat I 
ever ta sted.- Whilst shooting I walked several miles within the 
interior; the general features of the country remain the same, an 
undulating sa ndy p lain covered with coarse herbage &12331 which asit 
extends, gradually becomes more level.- The bottoms of some of the 
vallies are green with clover: it is by cautiously crawling so as to pet!p 
into these that the game is shot. -

If a deer has not seen you stand upright; generallyit is possessed with 
an insatiable curiosity to find out what you are; & to such an extent that 
I have fired several times without frightening it away.-

15,11 The Spaniards, whom we some time since thought were Indians, 
have been employed hunting for us & have generally bivouacced near 
the coast.- They offered to lend me a horse to accompany them in one 
of their excursions; of this I gladly accepted. - The party consisted of9 
men & one woman; the greater number of the former were pure 
Indians, the others most ambiguous; but all alike were most wild in 
their appea rance & attire.- As for the woman, she was a perfect non 
de!Kript; she dressed & rode like a man, & ti ll dinner I did not guess she 
was otherwise. - The hunters ca tch everything with the two or three 
bans fastened to the thongs of leather; the manner of proceeding is to 
form themselves into a sort of crescent, each man less than a quarter of 
a mile apart; one goes some way ahead & endeavours to drive the 
animals towards the others &: thus in a mannerencirding them.- Isaw 
one most beautiful chace; i234 a fine Ostrich tried to escape; the 
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Gauchos pursued it at a rcc:kless pace, each man whirling the balls 
round his head; the foremost at loilst threw them, in an instant the 
Ostrich rolled over &: over, its legs being fairly lashed together by the 
thong. - Its dying struggles were most violent. - The men then formed 
a ring &. drove to the centre several cavies; they only k.illed one; but their 
riding was most excellent, especially in the quickness &: precision with 
which they turn.- The horses are soon fatigued from such violent 
e>:ercise &: it is necessary often to change them &: pick out fresh ones 
from the herd which always accompanies a party. - At this lime of 
year, the eggs of the ostrich is their chief prize. - In this one day they 
found 64, out of which 44 were in two nests; the rest scattered about by 
ones or twos. - They alsocalch great numbers of Armadilloes. - In the 
middle of the day they lighted a fire &. soon roasted some eggs &: some 
Annadilloes in their hard cases:- They had neither water, salt or 
bread; of the two latter for weeks together they never taste; so that it 
makes little difference to them where they live. -

Like to snails, all their property is on their backs &. their fOCK! around 
them.- It is very interesting to watch, whilstseatcd l2351 round the fire , 
the swarthy but expressive countenances of my half-savage hosts. The 
creature of a woman flirted &: actually was affected; she pretended to be 
frightened of my gun &. screamed out "noeslcargado"?We returned to 
the beach in the evening, where the 5.1me scene of eggs &. Armadil10es 
occurred again and 1 went on board. - My feet were a good deal tired, 
the stirrups being so small that even without shoes I had difficulty in 
getting in the two first toes. - The Gauchos always have these unco­
\'ered & separate from the other three. -

Sunday 16M The party who went out to shoot fresh provisions brought 
home 2 deer, 3 Cavies &: an ostrich. - With the net also a most 
wonderful number of fish were caught; in onc drag more than a tun 
weight were hauled up;-including len distinct species.-

17", lB1~ Have been employed during these two days with various 
marine animals which 1 procured from the beach &. by dredging.­
What we had for dinner to day would sound very odd in England.­
Ostrich dumpling &: Armadilloes; the fonner would never be recog­
nlsed asa bird but rather as beef. - The AnnadiUoes when unlike tothe 
Gauchos' fashion , cooked without their cases, taste & look like a 
duck. - Both of them are very good. - 12361 

J9" Walked to the plains beyond the sand hillock &. shot some small 
birds for specimens. - It is a complete puzzle to all of us, how the 
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Ostrkhes, Deer, Cavies, &c which are so very numerous, contrive to 
get water. Nol one of us has seen the smallest puddle (excepting the 
well which is 8 feet deep) & it is scarcely credible they can exisl without 
drinking. I should think this sandy country in the summer time must be 
a complete desert; even now in spring &: all the flowers in bud the sun 
is very powerful, there being no sheller &: the heat being reflected from 
the sand hillocks. 

2(J1" Staid on board:-

21" In the morning there was a good deal of wind; so that I did not leave 
the ship.-

22"; Had a very pleasant cruize about the Bay with the Captain &: 
Sulivan. - We staid sometime on Punta Alta about 10 miles from the 
ship; here I found some rocks. - These arc the first [ have seen, & are 
very interesting from containing numerous shells & the bones of large 
animals,l The day was perfectly calm; the smooth water& the sky were 
indistinctly separated by the ribbon of mud-banks:-the whole formed 
a most unpicturesque picture. - It is a pity such bright dear weather 
should be wasted on a country, where half its charms do not appear.­
We got on board just in time to escape a heavy squall & rain. - 12371 

Lin FH1.Roy·s words (~e Na,,,,lit'f" 2: 106-7), 'My friend 's attention w~s soon attracted to 
some low cliffs n;>ar Pomt Alta, where he found some of those huge fossil bones, 
d..,.rnocd m his work; ~nd notwithstandmg our smiles at thecargOl'sof apparent rubbish 
whICh he frequently broughton board, heand his ser\'~nt used theIr pick-axes inearne-st, 
.md brought away what h~vt>sincepro~oo tobe mo~t mterestlng and ~aluablen'mainsof 
extinct animals' nils was truly a red_letter day for biolo!\)" marking the initial discovery 
of the first of the lmes of evidence that eventually 1...:1 CD to question and ultnnate1y to 
rcp;t the doctrine of the fIXity of specit'"S. In his pn\ate diary for 1837 he wrote: 'In July 
opened first note book on "Transmutation of SJ""Oe~" -had been greatly struck from 
aboul month of previous March On character of S. American fossils, and speOt'"S on 
Galapa)!o, Archipelago. These bctsorigm (l"SpeciaUy laller) of all my \'iews.' Here in the 
diff~ at l'unt.l Alta he unearthed for the fin;t time the fOSSilized remains of enormous 
allimal> that he recognised at once as being similar in all «'Spects but SiLl' to living 
count ... rp.uts. althou)!h the full implications of this momentous finding probably did not 
strike hIm until hIs specimens had beene~amml.'d by Richard Owen soon after the retum 
of the IWglr to England m October 1S36. 

! \e was Imml.'diately concerned to establish the ex<K1 origm of the strata in which the 
fos~ils o<xurr...:l. nlt' entry in h,S notebook runs as follows: 'Sep. 22 , Entrance of cre.>k, 
dark blue sandy cI~y much str,lhfil.'d dipping to NNW or N by W at about 6", On the beach 
~ succession of thm strata dipping at IS· to W by S-conglomerate qu.ltt"Z and lasf'l'T 
pebbles- wIth shells - vide specimens. On the coast about [2 feet high, and in the 
conglom t .... th and thigh bone. Proceeding to 1\'\ .... there i. a horizontal bed of tIlrt" 
rontainmg much fewer shells-but armadlllo - thil; i. horizontal but widens gradually. 
hence I think conglomerate with broken shells was deposited by the action of tid""-Nrth 
quietly. Is thiS above the clay which is ".,.,n a short tim .. previously? Cov .. r...:l by dilu\'ium 
and sand hillocks a5 earthy bank - thickened &. cropped out in di,....,tion Nt\"''I, it 
prubablyo\'erliesthec1ay.· See Down House Notebook 1.10, and CDQlu1lhr V¥gt'p. 166. 
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Sunday 23'11 A large party was sent 10 fish in a creek about 8 miles distant; 
great numbers of fish were caught . - I walked on to Punta alta to look 
after fossils; & to my great joy I found the head of some large animal, 
imbedded in a soft rock. - It took n1e nearly 3 hours to gel it out: As far 
as I am able to judge, it is allied to the Rhinoceros.- I did not get it on 
board till some hours after it was dark.-

24'~ Employed in carefully packing up the prizes of yesterday.- In the 
morning one of the Schooners arrived & the other is shortly expected. 
They have had a very bad passage of 6 days. - M' Rowlett brings b.lck 
an excellent account of Riu Negro.- Nothing could exceed the civility 
of the Govemor & the inhabitants. - It was rendered the more striking 
from the contrast of our reception at the fort of Baia Blanca.-

~ The Schooner has been taken to the Creek. - M' Wickham & a party 
of men have erected tents on shore & are Jiving there during the refit of 
the vessel. - I accompanied the little settlement & whilst they were 
rigging the tents I walked to Punta alta & again obtained several 
fossils. - I c.lmequite close toan Ostrich on her nest; but did not see her 
tillshe rose up & with her long legs stretched across the country. - 12381 

26'" Theweatherismoslbeautiful. - Passing from the splendor of Brazil 
to the tame sterility of Patagonia has shown 10 me how very much the 
pleasure of exercise depends on the surrounding scenery.-

2ti That no time may be lost during the altering of the Schooner, we 
have changed our anchorage & stood further out, so as to survey some 
of the outer banks.-

2SU<, 29'~ & SUllday 3(!~ We have been for these three days cruizing about 
the mouth of the harbor. - The two latter were boisterous, & there was 
a considerable swell on the sea. - I, as usual very sick & miserable; my 
only comfort is, thai two or three of the offiCt'TS are but very little better 
&: that like to myself they always fee l the motion when first going out of 
harbor. -

Odebtr J" The morning threatened us with heavy weather; but it blew 
over in a hail storm. We have anchored near to a cliff, upon which the 
Captain intends to erect some land mark as a guide on entering the 
harbor. -

Z- Early in the morning the Captain with a large party landed in the four 
whale-boats.- Dinner for all hands was taken, as it was intended to 
work at the land-mark all day & return in the evening. - King & I went 
in one direction to geologize & M' Bynoe in another to shoot. - During 
our walk I observed the wind had freshened & altered its point; but I 
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paid no further attention to it. - When we returned l2391 to the beach, 
we found two of the boats hauled up high & dry & the others gone on 
board. - The Captain two hours previously had had some difficulty in 
getting off & now the line of while breakers dearly showed the 
impossibility. - It was an unpleasant prospect, to pass the night with 
thin clothes on the bilre ground; but it was unavoidable, so we made the 
best of il. - M' Stokes & Johnson were left in command & made what 
arrangements they could. - At night no supper was served out; as we 
were 18 on shore & very little food left. - We made a sort of tenl or 
screen with Ihe boats sails & prepared to pass Ihe night. - It was very 
cold, but by all huddling in a heap, we managed pretty well till the rain 
began, & then we were sufficiently miserable. -

3'· At day-break things worl' ,1 very bad appearance. - The sky looked 
dirty & it blew a gale of wind; a heavy surf was roaring on the beach; & 
what was the worst of all the men thought this weather would last.­
The Beagle was pitching very deeply & we thought it not impossible she 
would be forced to slip cable & run out to sea. - We afterwards heard 
she rode il Oul well, but that some of the seas went right over her, 
although having 120 fathoms of cable out.- It was now time to look 
after our provisions: we breakfasted on somel2401 small birds & two 
gulls, & a large hawk which was found dead on the beach. - Our 
dinner was not much better, as it consisted in a fish left by the tide & the 
bones of the meat, which we were determined 10 keep for the next 
day.- In the evening however to our greal joy & surprise the wind 
lulled & the Captain in his boat was able to come within some hundred 
yards of the coast; he then threw over a cask with provisions which 
some of the men swam out to & secured. - This was all very well; but 
against the cold at night there was no remedy. - Nothing would break 
the wind, which was so cold that there was snow in the morning on the 
Sierra de Ventana. - J never knew how painful cold could be. I was 
unable to sleep even for a minule from my body shivering so much. The 
men also who swam for the provisions suffered extremely, from not 
being able to gcl warm again.-

4'~ By the middle oflhe next day we were all on board the Beagle & most 
throughily after our little adventure did we enjoy its luxuries.- In the 
evening we moved our anchorage and stood in towards our old place.­

S'h Some of the men felt rather unwell. but none of us are made at all ill 
by it.- The wind has been very light all day, & we have made little 
progress. 1241 1 

6'~ We beat up the channel against a strong breeze & anchored at night 
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in the old place opposite the well . The sand-hillock here is christened 
"Anchor-stock hill".-

Sunday r~ I walked to the creek where the tents are pitched for preparing 
the Schooners, & slept there during the night. Wickham has established 
quite a comfortable little town:- An encampment in the open air 
always has something charming about it. Even a Gypsies hut in 
England makes me rather envious; but here, in the wide plain, the little 
establishment made quite a picture.- This creek has been very useful 
for the vessels; the larger one is nea rly ready for sea, & the other will be 
so in a few days.-

it" The Captain had bough t from the Gaucho soldiers a large Puma or 
Sou th American1ion, & this morning it was killed for its skin. - These 
animals are common in the Pampas, I have frequently seen Ihdr 
footsteps in my walks: it is said they will not attack a man; though they 
evidently are quite strong enough. - The Gauchos secured this one; by 
first throwing the balls & en tangling its front legs, they then lassoed or 
noosed him, when, by riding round a bush & throwing other lassos, he 
was soon lashed firm and secure. - 12421 

After breakfast I walked to Punta Alta, the same place where I have 
before found fossi ls. - I obtained a jaw bone which contained a tooth: 
by this I found oul that it belongs to the great ante-diluvial animal the 
Megatherium. 1 This is particularly interesting as the only specimens in 
Europe are in the Kings collection at Madrid, where for all purposes of 
science they are nearly as much hidden as if in their primiEval rock. - I 
also caught a large snake, which at the time I knew to be venemous; but 
now I find it equals in its poisonous qualities the Rattle snake. In its 
structure it is very curious, & marks the passage between the common 
venemous & the rattle snakes. Its tail is terminated by a hard oval point, 
& which, I observe, it vibrates as those possessed with a more perfect 
organ are known to do.-

I In Down Houst' NOlebook 1.10, CO wrole, 'Megalh .. num hke Anruodillocase. tecth, -'; 
.nd 'n lellel'!' .... nl..xln afterwards 10 his SISI .. r Carolin.., and 10 H~n!llow (He CO'"'I",n­
dnlu 1: 276--8.2). he wrongly identifies IS belonging 10 Altg<1rlrmwm the fosslts he had 
found wilh a 'tllnousosseous coal' like lhat of a hu~ armadillo, this being. pardofldbl .. 
mur origiIwllllg from Cuvier's DlIsle",dmg account of the speomen it! ~dnd. The 
mlsuke was rectified "' due courw when Richard o..-en d.55ified the &Pglt mat...-ial. 
.nd showed thllt the osseous coal actually belonged 10 a glyptodont Hupluphort<J, ",nd thai 
CO had broughl bKk not only Mtg~'Wlwm, 001 also Olht'r new edenlall'$ such as 
TQ.lodQ,I, My/odol! and GIOSSCl/rcrmm. 

The diffs at Punta Alla Me now ;rret~vably submerged beneath the ..... val hase of 
rutrlO Belgrano. but furlher along lhe roaSI In Ihe virinity of Monle Hennoso il i5 shll 
possible to find pteCft of gtyplodonl armour and OIher fossds. 
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9'h Staid on board.-

10'h In the morning there was a fresh bree£e, & I did nut 15u un shure.-

11th Took a long walk in a straight line into the interior; uninteresting as 
the country is, we certainly see it in by far the best time. It is now the 
height of Spring; the birds are all laying their eggs & the flowers in fult 
blossom. - In places the ground is covered with the pink flowers of a 
Wood Sorrell & a wild pea, & dwarf Geranium. - Even with this&1243; 
a bright clear sky, the plain has a dreary monotomous aspect. -

121h To day I walked much further within the country; but all 10 no use; 
every feature in the landscape remains the same. - 1 found an Ostriches 
nest which con tained 27 eggs.- Each egg equals in weight 11 of a 
common hens; so that the quantity of food in this nest was actually the 
same as 297 hens eggs. - We had some difficulty in getting on board; as 
there was a very fresh breeze right in our teelh.-

13'", Sunday 14'", ]51h On Sunday the Schooners came down from Ihe 
creek & anchored alongside. - Their appearance is much improved by 
their refit; but they look very small.- "La Paz" is the largest, carrying 
17luns; La Lievre only 11 & J.- Between the two they have 155Ouls.­
M' Stokes & Mellersh are in La Paz; M' Wickham & King in theother.­
They sail on Wednesday; I look forward to our separation with much 
regret; our society on board can ill afford to lose such very essential 
members. - I am afraid the whole party will undergo many privations; 
the cabin in the smaller one is at present only 2 & i feet high! Their 
immediate business will be to survey South of B. Blanca: & at the end of 
next month we meet them at Rio Negro, in Ihe bay ofS! Bias. - 12441 

161h Again I walked to Punta alta to look for fossil bones: on the road I 
crossed the track of a large herd of the Guanaco or American Camel.­
the marks were as large as a cow, but more cloven. We laid in a good 
stock of fresh provisions for sea; as 6 deer were shot & great numbers of 
fishcaught.-

1;t" The Beagle & the two Schooners, forming a Httle fleet sailed 
together & anchored at night in the entrance of the Bay.-

l~h We continued to sound. - AI noon the Schooners made sail to the 
South; we gave them three hearty & true cheers for a farewell.-

19th The Captain landed for half an hour at Monte Hermoso, (or Stllrva­
ticm point as we call it) to take observations. - I went with him & had 
the good. luck to obtain some well preserved fossil bones of two or three 
sorts of Gnawing animals. - One of them must have much resembled 
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the Agouti but it is smaller. - We are now at night pressing on for the 
Rio Plata. -

2f!' The wind is very light.-

Sunday 21 " & ZZ-..4 During these Iwo days it has been a thick fog, wilh 
light breezes: We are all getting anxious for the moment of receiving 
letters to arrive. - Moreover, there is another substan tial reason; our 
bread fails us on next Sunday, at present all hands arc on a Zl3 
allowance. The detainemenl from Ihe Schooners is the cause of the 
miscalculation in the stores. - 12451 

2JnI The fog cleared away, only to dis.'ppoint us with an unfavourable 
breeze: -

24~ The night was pitch dark, with a fresh breeze. - The sea from its 
extreme luminousness presented a wonderful & mOSI beautiful appear­
ance; every part of the water, which by day isseen as foam, glowed with 
a pale light. The vessel drove before her bows two billows of liquid 
phosphorus, & in her wake was a milky train . - As far as the eye 
reached, the cresl of every wave was bright; & from the renected light, 
the sky just above the horizon was not so utterly dark as the rest of the 
Heavens.- It was impossible to behold this plain of matter, as it were 
melted & consuming by heal, without being reminded of Miltons 
description of the regions of Chaos & Anarchy._l 
leo "TOte, 'MIlton's l'iJnldl5t Lost I\;Id been my ch~f favounte,.and m my pxcunlOns 
during the voyag.;- on the BNlglt, when I could take only a !W1gle small volume, I alway. 
chose Millon' (see Autobiography p. 85). In describing 10 Hen,low (~CC/rrNpondC'lct I, 
250, ~nd also lo~mal of Rt"MarrNs pp. 114-IS) a possibly new s~ of toad coloured black 
and verm.hon, he,...Y' 'Mdlon mus! allude 10 ttu5\Cf)' indivkiual ..... hen hetalksof ~squ.Jt 

hke ;t toad"' (parAdiJt l.o$l, Book 4, hne IJX)) . In an entry in Down House Notebook 1.7, 
wntten al Coquimbo in May 1835 beforescttingout forCopiapO, CD reminds himself 001 
toleav~ Ih~ VQlume of Millon behind 

25" A fair breeze, right aft; we have not for the lasl 24 hours gone less 
than 6 knots an hour.- It may sound strange, but it is necessary for a 
person to be some time in a ship, before he understands how to enjoy a 
favourable wind; it is something like the pleasure of riding fast. 
although with no particular end in view; & this pleasure must be solely 
derived from habit. - In the same manner, during a fair breeze nothing 
can be more delightful than the general cheerfulness which pervades 
the whole ship, - 12461 

26'" The day has been very cloudy: but what are clouds & gloom to thoS(! 
who have just heard from their friends at home, My letters from 
Shrewsbury are dated May 12~" & June 2811>._1 Receiving letters unfits 
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one for any occupation; so that I have done nothing but read the 
Newspapers; it is rather a laborious undertaking & to make it tolerable 
it requires the high interest of the present politicks of England.­
'These w .. re letters from Susan and Caroline Darwin. Se .. 0lrrrspondmct 1: 234-6 and 
2~1-J. 

2-,H> Went to the city to purchase some things. 

SUI/day 28'" Rode with MT Hammond to dine with a friend of his who has 
an Estancia in the country.- The town is built on a promontory & for 
tv.'o or three miles behind it an irregular suburb extends.- It is in this 
neighbourhead alone, that the ground is enclosed. - On each side of us 
the hedges were composed of enormous Agaves & in the vacant places 
were large Cacti. - I have seldom seen anything more strange to an 
Europa.-an eye than the appea rance which, from this cause, the fields 
presented. - The house of the gentleman (MT Grenville) with whom we 
were going to dine, was situated in the open camp; but from the large 
orchards surrounding it, the place had an unusually cheerful air.- In 
the garden Peaches, Quinces, Apples, Vines, Figs, Lemons & Oranges 
flourished with great luxuriance: the two latter fo rmed most delight­
fully shady walks. Numerous Olive trees were in flower, thesel2471 
very much resemble the lIex, their leaves are however narrower & 
longer. - After a very pleasant dinner we returned to the ship. - M' 
Grenville is one of the few EngLishmen who has served under the 
Brazilian flag & who is a gentleman. - He is of a poor but good family 
& was, asa very youngman (amongst many others) enticed out by Lord 
Cochrane when he served the Chilians. Subsequently to this, M' 
Grenville had the command of a large Brazilian frigate, & in it fought 
some gallant actions. - He is now married to a very pLeasant, & what is 
very rare, domestic Spanish lady.- With her he got the Estancia, 
where he is now living.-

29'h Walked round the fortifications; & entered the country through the 
gate by which the English took M: Video. - The degree to which the 
ground near to the city is strewed with the bones of cattle & horses is 
truly astonishing & quite corresponds to the annual vast export of 
hides.- In the evening dined with Mr Parry & met there Cap. Paget of 
the Samarang. - Our old friend the Samarang came here a few weeks 
after we sailed to the South.-the Druid having gone to England.-

30'" We got under weigh early in the morning for Buenos Ayres, but a 
fresh breeze right in our teeth Lasted the whole day; so that when we 
anchored at night, we had not made much progress. -12481 
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31" A beautiful day: but the wind has been steadily against us. - In the 
evening all the ropes were coated &: fringed with Gossamer web. - I 
caught some of the Aeronaut spiders which must have come at least 60 
miles. How inexplicable is thecause which induces these small insects, 
as it now appears in bolh hemispheres, to undertake their aerial 
excursions. -

November 1" A calm delightful day.- I know not the reason why such 
days always lead the mind to think of England and home. - It would 
seem as if the serenity of the air allowed the thoughts with greaterease 
to pass &: repass the long interval.-

2- Passing the Guard-ship (who this time treated us with gre<ller 
respect) we anchored at noon in the outer roads. - The boats were 
lowered & a large party of officers went on shore; the landing is very 
awkward; from the shoalness of the water a cart is obliged to come a 
long way Ouilo meet the boat. - We immediately went out riding: there 
is no way of enjoying the shore so throughily as on horseback: after 
being for some months in a ship, the mer(' prospect of living on dry land 
is very pleasant, & we were all accordingly in high spirits. - It is from 
this cause, I suppose, that most Foreigners betieve that English sailors 
are all more or less mad. - 12491 

3'" The dty of Buenos Ayres is large, &: I should think one of the most 
regul<lr in the world. - Every slreet is at right angles to the one it 
crosses; so that all the houses are collected into solid squares called 
Hquadras"._ On the other hand the houses themselves are like our 
squares, all the rooms opening into a neat little court. - They are 
general1y only one story high, with flat roofs; which are fitted with seats 
&: are much frequented by the inhabitants in Summer. In centre of the 
lown is the Plaza, where all the public offices, Fortress, Cathedral &:c 
are. - II was here that the old Viceroys lived, before the revolution.­
The general assemblage of buildings possesses considerable architec­
tural beauty, although none individually do so. 

In the evening went out riding with Hammond &: in vain tried to 
reach the ('amp; in England anyone would pronounce the roads quite 
Impassible; but the bullock waggons do contrive to crawl slowly on, a 
man however generally goes ahead to survey which is the best pari to 
be attempted.- I do not suppose they travel one mile per hour, &: yet 
with this the bullocks are much jaded: it is a great mistake to imagine 
with the improved roadSi'lnd increased velocity of travelling that in the 
same proportion the cruelty towards the animals becomes greater.-
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12501 For some miles round the town the country is enclosed by ditches 
& hedges of Agave or Aloes with FenneJ.- One ride is sufficient to 
account for the horror which the few English gentlemen who reside 
here express for Buenos Ayres. - In our ride we passed the public place 
for slaughtering the cattle: the beasts were all lassoed in the Corral; so 
that there was no skill shown, the only thing which surprised me is the 
wonderful strength of horses compared to bullocks. After being caught 
round the horns, one horse dragged them to any distance; the poor 
beast after vainly in its efforts ploughing up Ihe ground to resist the 
force, would dash at full speed to one side; the horse immediately turns 
to receive the shock, & stands so firmly as almost to throw the bullock 
down when he comes to the end of the Lasso. - When brought to the 
spot for killing, the matador with great caution cuts the hamstrings & 
then being disabled sticks them; it is a horrible sight: the ground is made 
of bones, & the men, horses & mud are stained by blood.-

Sill/day 4'h Walked into several of the Churches & admired the brilliancy 
of thedecorations for which the city is celebrated. - It is impossible not 
to respect the fervor which appears to reign during the Catholic service 
as compared with the Protestant.- The effect isheightenedl2511 by the 
equality of all ranks.- The Spanish lady with her brilliant shawl kneels 
by the side of her black servant in the open aisle.-

I visited the Museum, which is attached to thc only remaining 
convent; although esteemed as second to none by the inhabitants it is 
very poor. In the evening went out riding with Hamond; we saw the 
first starting of a troop of waggons for Mendoza. - Changing the 
bullocks, they travel day & night, but even wilh this it takes 50 days. 
These waggons are very naITOW & long, they are thatched with reeds & 
stand on wheels the diameter of which is 10 fcet. - They are drawn by 
6 bullocks, which are urged on by a goodat least twenty feet lang.-it is 
suspended within the roof, so that it can be eaSily used. -the point is 
sharp & for the intermediate bullocks a small point projects downwards 
thus 

For the wheel bullocks a short good is kept in the waggon.- All this 
apparatus at first looks like implements of war.-

5'11 Rode about 6 leagues into the camp to an English Estancia. - The 
country is very level & in places from Willows & Poplars being planted 
by the ditches much resembled Cambridgcshire. - Generally it is open 
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& consists either of bright green turf or large tracts of a very tall 
Sow-thistle (8 or 9 feet high). - 12521 Even the very roads were burrowed 
by the Viscache. - This animal is nocturnal in its habits; in structure il 
is allied to the Cavies, having gnawing teeth & only three toes 10 its hind 
legs; it differs in having a tail. - The holes made by this animal yearly 
cause the death of many of the Gauchos.- As Head mentions, every 
burrow is tenanted by a small owl, who, as you ride past, most gravely 
sta res at you.-

6'" Spent the day in shopping & in gaining information relative to the 
geology of the country . - I trust when the Beagle returns for the winter 
to the Rio Plata I shall be able to make some long excursions in this 
unpicturesque but curious country.- Buenos Ayres is an excellent 
place for making purchases; there are many shops kept by Englishmen 
& full of English goods.- Indeed the whole town has more of an 
Europrean look than any I have seen in S. America. One is called back 
to the true locality, both by the Gauchos riding through the streets with 
their gay coloured Ponchos & by the dress of the Spanish ladies.- This 
latter, although not differing much from an English one, is most elegant 
& simple. - In the hair (which is beautifully arranged) they wear an 
enOrmous comb; from this a large silk shawl folds round the upper part 
of the body. Their walk is most graceful, & althoughl2531 often disap­
pointed, one never saw one of their charming backs without crying out, 
"how beautiful she musl be"._1 
1111 a letter to Caroline Darwin. CD ,,"rote: 'We [himself and Hamondl were generally 
comp.1nions on shore: our chief amusement ""U riding aoout &; ~dmiring the Spanish 
Ladies. - After w.llch,ng one of thl'SC Jngels gliding down the 5t ...... 15; involunt~rily we 
groaned out. "how foolish English women are. th"')' can neither walk nor d ress" .- And 
then ho,," ugly "fus sounds after Signorita; [am sorry for you an; it would do th .. whole 
tribe of you a great deal of good 10 COme 10 Buenos Ayres. - ' Later in Ihe same I .. Uer he 
!oa)'5: ' [ am glad the journal a,.,..h'ed safe; as for showing it, [ leave thilt entirely in your 
hands. - [suspect the font pari is aoominaly childish, if sodonot send it toMaer. _ Also. 
do not send it by Ihe Coach. (it may appear ridlculous to you) but I would as soon loose 
a piece of my memory as it. - t feel it is of such consequence to my preserving a just 
r«Olle<:tioll of the different pla~ we Vi5il.- When I get another good opportunity I will 
send some more. - ' See Corrrr;pondrnu 1: 276-9. 

r.... We expected to have gone on board to day, but from bad weather & 
other causes the sailing of the Beagle has been deferred for a few 
days. - In the evening Capt. FitzRoy & myself dined at M' Gores, the 
English Charge d'affaires. We had a very pleasant evening: we met 
there Colonel Harcourt Vernon, one of the most rare instances of a 
tourist leaving the beaten tracks of Europe. - He has already travelled 
in Agypt & having a strong wish to see Tropical scenery came to Riode 
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Janeiro. And as he says, one walk amidst the glories of Brazil well 
repays the trouble of crossing the Atlantic. - Colonel Vernon is now 
going to undertake a most laborious journey, namely to cross the 
Pampas to Lima, from whence to Mexico & so home.-

8'~ In the evening went to the Theatre; I did not understand one word; 
yet, & which I should think was different from other languages, it 
sounded most distinct & energetic.- We saw here thc universal 
custom amongst the Spaniards of separating the women from the 
men. - In the boxes they are together, but the pit is full of men & the 
gallery of women. The price for the boxes is about 14 pence ortwopaptr 
dollars; for the rest of the house it is only one, or seven pence: of English 
money. - 2541 

9'~ Called with Capt. FitzRoy on Donna Clara or MO Clarke.- The 
history of this woman is most strange. - She was origi nally a handsome 
young woman, transported for some atrocious crime. - On board the 
convict ship on its pasS<lge outwards, she lived with the Captain: some 
time before coming to the Latitude of Buenos Ayres she planned with 
the rest of the convict women to murder all on board excepting a few 
sailors.- She with hcr own hands killed the Captain, & by the help of 
a few sailors brought the ::ohip into Buenos Ayres. - After this she 
married a man of considerable property & now inherits il. - Everybody 
seems to hiwe fo rgotten her crimes, from the extraordinary labours she 
underwent in nursing our soldiers after the disastrous attempt (our 
flags are now in the Cathed ral) 10 take this city. - M"Clarke is now an 
old decrepid woman: with a masculine face, & evidently even yet a 
most ferocious mind. - Her commonest expressions are " I would hang 
Ihem all Sir", "I would kill him Sir," for smaller offences, "I wou ld cut 
their fingers off" . - The worthy old lady looks as if she would rather do 
it, than s.'y so.-

10'" Breakfasted with M' Gore & at noon went on board: in the evening 
made !>.lil for Monte Video; bu t as the night was dirty ca me to an 
anchor. - 12551 

Sm/day J1 '~ The wind is unfavourable & we do not make much pro­
grcss.- Every day is now of consequence, as it is one out of the 
sum mer. -

1Z'h & 13'h The wind continues dead in our teeth & although carrying on 
night & day wc get on very slowly. - In the evening it blew hard & we 
dropped the anchor.-
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141
• This morning we entered the harbor at noon; after having fairly 

conquered as foul a wind as ever blew. - I received letters dated July 25, 
August 15th & 18th._ 1 

lThese were leUers from Catherine, Susan and Erasmus D.U'win. See UJrrtSpIllilitl!('r \, 

253-9. 

lSIll Spent the whole day in thecity. 

16111 The dilatory method of doing business in this place again detained 
me all morning; in the evening enjoyed with Hamond a delightful 
gallop over the grassy plains. - We called on our way back on a Spanish 
family. Here I firs t saw the well known & universal custom of the young 
ladies giving to any gentlemen present a rose; the Signoritas make their 
little present with much grace & elegance. - The Signora at the same 
time, tells you with due formality, to consider the house as yourown.-

11~ Boisterous weather; glad should I be if the day for taking an 
everlasting farewell of the Rio Plata was near at hand.-

Sunday 1tt~ After divine service on board I took a quiet ride over the 
open plains which border the river. - 12561 

l~ Employed in packing up specimens of Nat: History for England.-

2rf' Went out collecting on the Mount. - In the course of my walk [came 
quite dose to two of the great lizards of this country.- From the nose 
to end of tail the length must have been at least 3 feet.-

21" All day long provisions & stores are hoisting in; never, without 
excepting Plymouth, have 1 seen the ship, even the quarter deck 
crowded with all sorts of things. - 1 am glad of it, for I am impatient to 
be again at sea. - I suspect however before our return there will oftener 
be occasion for patience than for Ihe contrary extreme.-

21..J Rode with M' Hamond to the RioSt Lucia. -the distance is about 12 
miles & Ihe path lies over an undulating plain of turf. - On our return 
we were obliged to go some miles round to avoid onc of the great beds 
of thistles. These are quite impassible, as they are armed with long 
prickles, & grow dose together to the height of six feet. - Riding is the 
only source of enjoyment in this country.-

23'" At night there was a grand ball given in order 10 celebrate the 
reestablishment of the President. - It was a much gayer scene than I 
should have thought this place could have produced.-the desire 
which Ihe inhabitants have on such occasions of appearing splendidly 
dressed is excessive: & to gratify itl2571 the ladil;'S will sparl;' no sac· 
rifices. The music was in very slow time & the danang, although most 
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formal. possessed much gracefulness. - The ball was given in the 
Theatre; nothing surprised me so much as the arrangements of the 
house; every part not actually Ottupied by the dancers was entirely 
open to the lowest classes of 5ociety.-so that all the passages to the 
boxes, back parts of the pitt, were filled by any people who liked toloak 
on. - And nobody ever seemed even to imagine the possibility of 
disorderly conduct on their parts. How different are the habits of 
Englishmen, on such]ubilee nights! 

24t~ Went to the Theatre &: heard the opera of Cenerentola. 1 

' Crn<'ml'oi/> by ROUln. h"d been pt"rformcd ~I em'en, C.nden in 18JO. 

Sunday 25'" Rode with M' Parry to Las Pietras; a pretty village so called 
from some rocks of a Singular shape. - One calls a village pretty in this 
cou ntry. if it possesses a dozen fig trees &: is situated a hundT(>d feet 
above the general level. -

2611r The ship got under weigh at noon, but we anchored at night 
without leavingM: Video. - The occasion of this delay caused a painful 
scene on board. - During the morning the heat on shore was excessive, 
&: far more intolerable than that of the Tropics. I fully felt the truth of 
what M' Danielll2581 has ascertained to be the fact; namely that the 
difference between the heat of the suns rays &: temperature of the 
atmosphere increases as the latitude becomes higher &: in a grea ter ratio 
than the Temp. decreases. Hence it happens that the thermometer 
would actually rise higher when exposed to the su n in London than 
under the Equator; also it proves how completely all the effects of 
climate depend on mean temperature.- The day had been beautiful, 
but the barometer foretold a change, so that in a cnlm we anchored &: 
struck ou r top gallant masts. - It was not in vain, a little after 10 oclock 
the squall struck us &: it blew heaVily all night. 

27'" The morning was dirty, but the afternoon was fair&: we ran up the 
river about 30 miles in order to pump in fresh water. - Anchored off the 
cliffs called San ta Maria.-

28th A beautiful day; but fair wind of yesterday is now fou l. - We sail 
direct for the bay St. BIas, where we appointed to meet the Schooners 
by the 20th of this month. - After meeting them we push directly 
onwards to Terra del Fuego. so that we may not loose any more of these 
precious long days. - Ithank our good fortune that the Mount is at last 
out of sight; & I sincerely trust we may not see its outline for several 
months to come.-1259 
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2~, J(J~ Beautiful days, calm sea, & a fine breeze; what can the heart of 
man desire more? 

December]'1 In the evening the weilther looked threatening; & during 
the first watch there was a strong breeze. - it died away in a baffling 
calm; which the sailors call the "Doldrums". -

SUr/day 2nd A cloudy day with a strong breeze. 

J'd We anchored at night not far from the entrance ofS! BIas. - Within a 
few miles the two Schooners were at anchor. - M' Wickham came on 
board & reports all well in the vessels. - They had a fine passage from 
Bahia Blanca; but during the month they have been surveying these 
coasts, there has been much dirty weather; & a little wind soon raises a 
great sea. - The report of the Bay of 5.'ln BIas is so bad, that I suppose 
we shall not enter it.-

4'" We ran down alongside the Schooners; & all the necessary business 
between them & the Beagle was carried on with the greatest activity:­
The morning passed away most merrily in hearing & relating every­
thing which has happened since we parted. - The coast, however, on 
which the Schooners have been employed seems to be even more 
uninteresting than that of Bahia Blanca. - The instructions for the next 
three months are as follows:- M' Wickham, after cauking La Lievre at 
R. Negro, runs up B. Blanca; returns immediately & joins M' Stokes, 
who will be employed in this neighbourhead. - They thenl2601 in 
company sail for Port Desire;! & from that point, these little vessels will 
survey the coast up to Rio Negro. - The Beagle will meet them there in 
March; which month being very boisterous, our whole fleet intend 
lying snug in the river. - All the Officers dined together in the 
Gun-room; soon after wruch the Beagle made sail. - We are now with 
a rattling breeze & a bright moon scudding for Nassau Bay, behind 
Cape Horn.-
'~IO Deseadoona modem map. 

5t~ & 6t1r During these two delightful days we have been gliding 
onwards; but at a very slow pace. - I have been employed in examining 
some small Crustacea; most of which are not only of new genera, but 
very extraordinary ones.-

JII' & 8'~ Fine, light weather. 

Sllnday 9'~ From the high irregular swell, there must have been bad 
weather to the South, so thilt we are lucky in escaping it. -
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lcJ1' A strong breeze; At noon we were a little to the South of Port 
Desire.-

11111 The Barometer had given good wamingof a change of weather: itis 
the anniversary of our first attempt to get out of the English channel, &: 
as on that day we were met by a heavy breeze from the SW. - With me 
the association was perfect though not very satisfactory, between the 
two days: my stomach plainly declared it was of terrestrial origin & did 
not like the sea.- 12611 

It~ It continued to blow fresh & in the middle of the day suddenly 
freshened into the heaviest squall I have ever seen. Luckily it gave us 
good notice, so that every thing was furled &: the ship put before the 
wind; it is always interesting to watch the progress ofa squall; the black 
cloud with its rising arch which gives passage to the wind; then the line 
of white breakers, which steadily approaches till the ship heels over &: 
the squall is heard whistling through the rigging. - The climate during 
the few last days has undergone a complete change. - The Temp. 
varies from 450 to 50", & the air has the bradngfeel of an English winter 
day: But the most curious thing is to see the hammocks piped down at 
! after seven & the sun some way above the horizon. -it is a spectacle 
we have not beheld for the last 15 months. 

13'~ In the evening the wind veered round & became fair: we are 
however some leagues further North than we were two days ago-so 
much for those unlucky South Westers.-

14'~ Light variable wind, generally against us.-

15,h Very foggy. -every trungconspires to make our passage long. This 
evening the low land South of the St' of Magellan was just visible from 
the deck. - 12621 

Sunday J6'~ We made the coast of Tierra del Fuego l a little to the South 
of Cape 5t Sebastian & then altering our COUT$C ran along a few miles 
from the shore.- The Beagle had never visited this part before; so that 
it was new to every body. - Our ignorance whether any natives lived 
here, was soon cleared up by the usual signal ofa smoke. -& shortly by 
the aid of glasses we could see a group & some scattered Indians 
evidently watching the ship with interest. - They must have lighted 
the fires immediately upon observing the vessel. but whether for the 
purpose of communicating the news or attracting our attention, we do 
not know.- The breeze was fresh & we ran down about SO miles of 
coast & anchored for the night.- The country is not high, but formed 
of horizontal strata of some modern rock, which in most places forms 
abrupt cliffs facing the sea.- It is also intersected by many sloping 
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vallics, these are covered with turf « scattered over with thickets « 
trees, so as to present a cheerful appearance. The sky was gloomy & the 
atmosphere not clear, otherwise the views would in some places have 
been pretty. - At a great distance to the South was a chain of lofty 
mountains, the summits of which glittered with snow.- We arc at 
anchor to the South ofSt Pauls head. - 1263, 
IWhftl '" 1520 M~g('ILan w"" malmg hIS w"'Y in t~ 1'.",.1, through the Stflll ts that he 
hid discovered. he is SOlid 10 h~\"e Sl"!'Tl many fi~ hi by the ""Ii,·,,!! in the hill, to Ihe 
5OUth, and named therounrry Tie"~ del Fu"8o, 'land of Fire' . 

17"' The Ship rolled so much during the night from the exposed anchor­
age, that there was no comfort to be obtained . - At daylight which is 
about 3 oclock we got under weigh & with a fair breeze stood down the 
roast. At Port st Policarpo, the fea tures of the country are changed . ­
high hills clothed in brownish woods take the place of the horizontal 
formations.- A littlc after noon we doubled C. St. Diego & entered the 
famousstrails Le Maire. - We had a strong wind with the tide;buteven 
thus favoured it was eilsy to perceive how great a sca would rise were 
the two powers opposed to each o ther. - The motion from such a sea is 
"ery disagreeable; it is called "pot·boiling", & as water boiling brea ks 
irregularly over Ihe sh ips sides.- We kept close to the Fuegian shore; 
the outline of the rugged inhospitable Staten Land was visible amidst 
the clouds. - In the afternoon we anchored in the bay of Good Success, 
here we intend staying some days. - In doubling the Northern en­
trance, a party of Fuegiilns were watching us, they were perched on a 
wild peak overhanging the sea &surrounded by wood. - Aswe passed 
by they all sprilng up & waving their cloaks of skins sent forth a loud 
sonorous shout. - this they continued for a long time. - These people 
followed the ship up the ha rbor & just before dark wel2641 again heard 
theircry & soon saw their fire at the entrance of the Wigwam which they 
built for the night. - After dinner the Captain went on shore to look for 
a willering place; the little I thenSo1w showed how different this country 
is from the corresponding zone in the Northern Hemisphere. - To me 
it is delightful being at anchor in so wild a country as Tierra del F.; the 
very name of the harbor we are now in, r('Calls the idea of a voyage of 
discovery; more especially as it is memorable from being the first place 
Capt. Cook ilnchored in on this COdst; & from the accidents which 
happened to M' Banks & D' Solander. _1 The harbor of Good Success is 
a fine pie<e of water & surrounded on all sides by low mountains of 
slate. - These art! of the usual roundt;.>d or saddle· backed shilpe, such as 
occur in the less wild pilTts of N: Wales. - They differ remarkably from 
the latter in being cloth~ by a very thick wood of ever greens almost to 
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the summit. The last time Cap. FitzRoy was here it was in winter; he 
says the landscape was of the same brownish green tint & but little more 
snow on the hills. - The Barometer had been very low & this evening it 
suddenly rose 1lI of an inch, & now at night it is blowing a gale of wind 
& rain & heavy squalls sweep down upon us fTOm the mountains:1265 
Those who know the com fortable feeling of hearing the rain & wind 
beating against the windows whils t seated round a fire, will understand 
our feel ings: it would have been a very bad night out at sea, & we as well 
as others may can this Good Success Bay. -

, Joseph Bdnks and O~niet Carl Solander had saMd with Captain Cook in the £lldoo'C/j , 
from 1768 to 1771. While climbing at llay of Good Success on 16-17 January 1769, they 
were Col ught in a snowstorm and two members of their group pt"rI5hed. See /ournnl CJfIItt 
rii/hl hon. Sir 105Cph IIIH1Ks durinX Ozplnin Cook's firsl !'O')IQgt' In H.M.S. !;ndf"l/!'OU' in 1768-71 
10 Tu,a drl Fu~. Olahilt, Nrw ZtIlland, 1\I<51,0Iia, Ihr Dulch EnSI IIldlf<, ric Edlt~ by Sir 
Joseph O. Hooker. london, 1896. 

18'~ The Captain sent a boat with a large party of officers to communicate 
with the Fuegians. _ 1 As soon as the bo.11 came wi thin hail, one of the 
four men who advanced to receive us began to shout most vehemently, 
& at the same time pointed out a good landing place. - The women & 
child ren had all disappeared. - When we landed the party looked 
rather alarmed, but con tinued talking & making gestures with great 
rapidity.- It was without exception the most curious & interesting 
spectacle I ever beheld . - 1 would not have believed how entire the 
difference between savage & civilized man is. - It is greater than 
between a wild & domesticated animal , in as much as in man there is 
greater power of improvement. - The chief spokesman was old & 

appeared to be head of the family; the three others were young 
powerful men & about 6 feet high. - From their dress &c &c they 
resembled the representations of Devils on the Stage, for instance in 
Ocr Freischutz. - The old man had a white fea ther cap; from underl266 
which, black long hair hu ng round his face, - The skin is dirty copper 
colour. Reaching from ear to ear & including the upper lip, there was a 
broard red coloured band of paint. -& parallel & above this, there was 
a whi te one; so thilt the eyebrows & eyelids were even thus coloured; 
the only garment was a large guanaco sldn, with the hair outside. ­
This was merely thrown over their shoulders, one arm & leg being bare; 
for any exercise they must be absolutely naked . - Their very a ttitudes 
were abject, & the expression distru stful, su rprised & startled:- Hav­
ing given them some red cloth, which they immed iately placed round 
their necks, we became good friends. - This was shown by the old man 
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A Fuegian lit Portrait Cove, by T. Landseer after C. Martens (NllrraliVt' 2: 
frontispiece). 
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patting our breasts & making somelhing like the same noise which 
people do when f~ding chickens. - I walked with the old man & this 
demonstration was repeated between us several times: at last he gave 
me three hard slaps on the breast & back at the same time, & making 
most curious noises. - He then bared his bosom for me to return the 
compliment, which being done, he seemed highly pleased; - Their 
language does not deserve to be called articulate: Capt. Cook says it is 
tile a man clearing his throat; to which maybe added another 2671 very 
hoorse man trying to shout & a third encouraging a horse with that 
peculiar noise which is made inane side of the mouth. - Imagine these 
sounds & a few guttera]s mingled with them, & there will be as near an 
approximation to their language as any European may expect toobtain_ 
Their chief anxiety was obtain knives; this they showed by pretending 
to have blubber in their mouths, & CUlling in.stead of tearing it from the 
body. -they called them in a continued plaintive toneCochilla, -prob­
ably a corruption from a Spanish word.- They are excellent mimics, if 
you cough or yawn or make any odd motion they immediately imitate 
you.- Some of the officers began to squint & make monkey like 
faces;- but one of the young men, whose face was painted black with 
white band over his eyes was most successful in making still more 
hidl'Ous grimaces. - When a song was struck up, I thought they .... 'ould 
have f"l1en down with astonishment; & with equal delight they viewed 
our dancing and immediately began themselves to waltz with one of 
the officcrs.- They knew what guns were & much dreaded them, & 
nothing ..... ould tempt them to take one in their hands. - Jemmy Button 
came in the boat with us; it was interesting 10 walch their conduct 268 
to him. - They immediately perceived Ihe difference & held much 
CQm'ersation between themselves on the subject. - The old man then 
began a long harangue to Jemmy; who said it was inviting him to slay 
with them:-but the language is rather different & Jemmy could not 
talk 10 them.- If their dress & appearance is miserable, their mannefof 
living is still more so. - Their food chiefly consists in limpets & muscles, 
together with seals & it few birds; they must also catch occasionally a 
Guanaco. They seem to have no propert)' excepting bows &: arrows &: 

spears: Ihelr present residence is under a few bushes by a ledge of rock: 
it is no ways sufficient to keep ou t rain or wind.-&: now in the middle 
of summer it daily rallls &: as yel each day there has been some sleet.­
The almost impenetrable wood reaches down to high water mark.-so 
that the habitable land is literally reduced to the large stones on the 
beach.-& here allow water, whether it may be night or day, these 
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wretched looking beings pick up a livelihood. ~ I believe if Ihe world 
was searched, no lower grade of man could be found. - The 50u thsea 
Islandersarech'iJized compared tolhem, & the Esquimaux, in subterra­
nean huts may enjoy some of the comforts of life. ~ 

After dinner the Captain paid the Fucgiansl2691 another visit. - They 
received us with less distrust & brought with them their timid chil­
dren. ~ They noticed York Minster (who accompanied us) in Ihe same 
manner as Jemmy, & told him he ought to shave, & yet he has nol20 
hairs on his face, whilst we all wear our untrimmed beards.~ They 
examined the color of his skin; & having done so, they looked at ours. ~ 
An arm being bared, they expressed the liveliest surprise & admira­
tion. ~ Their whole conduct was such an odd mixture of astonishment 
& imitation, that nothing could be more laughable & interesting. ~ The 
tallest man was pleased with being examined & compared with a tall 
sea-man, in doing this he tried his best to get on rather higher ground 
& to stand on tip-toes: He opened his mouth to show his teeth & turned 
his facc en proW; for the rest of his days doubtless he will be the beau 
ideal of his tribe. - Two or three of the officers, who are both fairer & 
shorter than the others (although possessed of large beards) were, we 
think, taken for Ladies.~ I wish they would follow our supposed 
example & produce their "squaws". - In the evening we parted very 
good friends; which I think was fo rtunate, for the dancing & "sky-lark­
ing" had occassionally bordered on a trial of strength. ~ 12701 
, For FitzRoy', account of this first meeting with the Fuegians see Nllrmliuc 2: I2G-Z. 

19'" I determined to attempt to penetrate some way into the country.­
There is no level ground & aU the hills are so thickly clothed with wood 
as to be quite impassable.~ The trees are so dose together & send off 
theiT branches so low down, that 1 found extreme difficulty in pushing 
my way even for gun-shot distance. ~ I followed therefore the course 
of a mountain torrent; at first from the cascades & dead trees, I hardly 
managed to crawl along; but shortly the open course became wider, the 
floods keeping clear the borders. ~ For an hour I continued to follow 
the stream, & was well repaid by the grandeur of the scene.~ The 
gloomy depth of the ravine well accorded with the universal signs of 
violence. ~in every direction were irregular masses of rock & uptorn 
trees, others decayed & others ready to fall. ~ To have made the scene 
perfect, there ought to have been a group of Banditti. ~ in place of it, a 
seaman (who accompanied me) & myself, being armed & roughly 
dressed, were in tolerable unison with the surrounding savage Magnifi-
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cence. We continued ascending till we came to what I suppose must 
have been the course of a water-spout, & by its course reached a 
considerable elevation. - The view was imposing but not very pictures­
que: the whole wood is composed of the antarctic Beech (the Winters 
bark & the Birch are comparatively 1271 1 rare). This tree is an evergreen, 
but the tint of the foliage is brownish yellow: Hence the whole la nscape 
has a monotomous sombre appearance; neither is it often enlivened by 
the rays of the sun. - At this highest point the wood is not quite so 
thick, -but the trees, though not high are of considerable thickness.­
Their curved & bent trunks are coated with lichens, as their roots are 
with moss; in fact the whole bottom is a swamp where nothing grows 
except rushes & various sorts of moss.-the number of decaying &: 
fallen trees reminded me of the Tropical forest. - But in this still 
solitude, dea th instead of life is the predominant spirit. - The delight 
which I experienced, whilst thus looking around, was increased by the 
knowledge that this part of the forest had never before been traversed 
by man. -

20'~ I was very anxious to ascend some of the mountains in order to 
collect the Alpine plants & insccts.- The one which I partly ascended 
yesterday was the nearest, & Capt. FitzRoy thinks it is certainly the one 
which M' Banks ascended, although it cost him the lives of two of his 
men & very nearly that of D' Solander.- I detennined to follow a 
branch of the watercourse, as by this means all danger of losing yourself 
even in the case of a 2721 snow storm is removed.- The difficulty of 
climbing was very great: as the dead & living trunks were so close, that 
in many places it was necessary to push them down to make a path.­
I then gained a clearer place & continued following the rivulet. - This 
at last dwindled away, but having climbed a tree I took the bearing of 
the summit of the hill with a compass & so steered a straight course.­
I had imagined the higher I got, the more easy the ascent would be, the 
case however was revefS(.>d. From the effects of the wind, the trees were 
not above 8 or to fee t high, but with thick & very crooked stems; I was 
obliged often to crawl on my knees. At length I reached what limagined 
to be green turi; but was again disappointed by finding a compact mass 
of little beech trees about 4 or 5 feet high. - These were as thick as Box 
in the border of a flower garden . - For many yards together my feet 
never touched the ground. I hailed with joy the rocks covered with 
Lichens & soon was at the very summit.- The view was very fi ne, 
expecially of Staten und & the neighbou ring hills; Good Success Bay 
with the little Beagle were dose beneath me. In ascending the bare 
summit, I came close to two Guanaco & in the course of my walk saw 

ti'I C"'mbndoe Un' 'er<:'tv Press Reoroduood w,th permIssion bv DarwIn Onhne 



1132. DECHMUBR TIERRA DI'.L FUecO 127 

tevenl mOT!,! ThclM! beautiful 273 animals ar!'! truly alpine In Ihelr 
hAbit. , Ie In Ihrirwildneu well become the surrounding Llndsc"pt, - I 
I:lInnollnwglne anylhlng more graceful than their action, thl')' ,Iut on 
II tllntrr It when pHsing Ihrough rough ground Ihey duh al it lI}.r a 
thurough brN hunter - The noise they 1Nl..e l5 wry prculwr It 
k'CIWWhIIl rewmbln tM nrlghlngofa roll. I A ndg~conn«tt'd tJus hill 
with OM 1in~1 mdes dugnl It much mort' k>fty, ~"ft\ 10 IhIIl InOW 

... IYUlR on It a~ the <U" ~u not ron ach-mced I ddtrmlnC'd tn ~'lIn;. 

tIwft &: roUect on the rOiId - Some time.dterl 'dt ttus lull CB.nU HdI, 
upt flaR) II JMrty of 6 from the slup reached II. but b)' a m('fY dilflcult 
pith., bulln de.ttndlns tN)' found an e.mer. - Aher 2 hours &: a hilI( 

."""'" ~'u on the lop of the dtstant pok. -II ~'iIS 1M lughat In ttw 
iInnwd .. t~ nrI~bouthod It the ", .. ten on ~ACh lICk! ","",,'t'd Into 
daHfttont Mas, - T1w YWW WH supeb, II: wdJ wu I ~ad 101" 1M 
lahlUf, - I could 1ft the whole neck of &.nd ~'hlCh forms lhe fA I rI 
Slllit IA' MIIlTe , - From upe 51 Diego as far.u the eyerould re.tch up 
the NW a:wst, &: what Inleresled me most, was the whole Interior 
rountry between the two seas.- The Southern was mountalnou, Ie 
Ihkkly wooded , the Northeml274 appeared to ben Oat SW.lmp Ie allhe 
e'(treme NW pari Ihere was an expanse of WOller, but Ihls will be 
hereafter Cltamlned. It looked dirly in the SW Ie I was afMid 10 'I,IY JonK 
k\ enloy thl" view over 50 wild Ie so unfrequenled a country. When 
Sar J, Blnks aJCended one of these mountains II was tne mkldlt of 
JAnu.lry wnlen C'OfTt"sponds 10 our August Ie is certainly as nola. Ihis 
muntn ... even wltn Ihe occurrence of a snow-slonn tne mbfortune. 
ttw-y met W\lh are lnexplicab'e. The snow wu IYUlg on the ESt 'Ide (If 
ttw hills. It the ","'Ind ",',u }.ftT! . -but on the ft SIde the &I.f "' .•• dry II. 
~nl ~~eoe-n the Mony ndges&:- the woods theft ... bind of pul 
tIop &: owr tho IIw pNteT put of my tnd. Lly.-bul rwarty IIlIltw 
cWhculty "'.lI,avotdt'd by foOcnnng.1l noguluFYth ",·tuch theCu.an.a» 
~~t, by feoRowu1s thIS J ~ in much s.honft tune the furat &: 
bfs,tn ttw rrtOIil Lllbonous dncmt through Its entang&ed Ink.lfts. - I 
~ WVt"nIalptne Oowen. some of wtuch ~ the molt durunu­
ItW I ewr .. w. II: aJ~most throuighIy t'nJO)'N the .... 1 .. 

. ,...., _____ att...cs."-INtt.~_~_..........,...--
_ dw "'" 01 a.N.t .... Tlwr .. .a.td"'iy _ hNWy .• IOCI ~ tHt Itu,.. *-" • 
... hoi. ... T"_I'-_-.tdaubWlNlofltw~.tooull'or1o.- ~b 

Dw..-ul .nd • pilrt)' M't dllO ~ 1M he!sh1S. In:aoutI 10 8eI • Jho4 .. IN KWNOOf't 
.rod obta.n.n ":k'ndofd ricw. ~ INldn& obsf,rv;abON Thq rNdwd IN IlUmmJI 
~ "w _111.1'1' .nunai., .. how kJn8 woolly COIlS 100 WI. added to Ihrir ,..1 bull,,_ 
-t A'I~.lhmI.n _ppt'.r.nc.qultlr dl$t.r'I(t from WI olin. P'Ulgonioln .nllMl. buillwry 
alUk! no!.u«ftd illlhQOlins on •. ' SH I'Wmrtln' 2: 122. 
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21" The Beagle got under weigh at 4 AM. - & doubtless to the grief of 
the Fuegians: The same evening we were with them they departed ina 
body, but yesterday they returned with a reinforcement of nativesl275 
who most likely came to beg for "Cochillas". - We doubled Cape Good 
Success, then the wind fell light & it became misty. - So calm a sea & 
atmosphere would have surprised those who think that this is the 
region where winds & waters never cease fighting. -

22M In the morning watch it freshened intoa fine Easterly wind. -which 
is about as lucky & rare an event as getting a prize ticket in a lottery. We 
soon closed in with the Barnevelts; & running past Cape Deceit with its 
stony peaks, about 3 oclock doubled the old-weather·beaten Cape 
Hom. - The evening was calm & bright & we enjoyed a fine view of the 
surrounding isles.- The height of the hills varies fTom 7 or 800 to 1700, 
&. together they form a grand irregular chain. - Cape Horn however 
demanded his tribute & by night sent us a gale right in our teeth.-

23 101 With close-reefed sail the Beagle made good weather of it; & much 
to her credit fell nothing to leeward.-

24'~ In the morning of the 24'h Cape Horn was on our weather bow.­
We now saw this notorious point in its proper form, veiled in a mist & 
its dim outline surrounded by a storm of wind &. water:12761 Great black 
clouds were rolling across the sky &. squalls of rain & hail swept by us 
with very great violence: so that the Captain determined to run into 
Wigwam cove. - This harbor is a quiet little basin behind Cape Spencer 
& not far from Cape Horn. - And here we are in quite smooth water; &. 
the only thing which reminds us of the gale which is blowing outside.­
is the heavy puffs or Whyllywaws, which every 5 minutes come over 
the mountains, as if they would blow us out of the water. -

25'~ This being Christmas day, all duty is suspended, the seamen look 
forward to it as a great gala day; &. from this reason we remained at 
anchor. - Wigwam Cove is in Hermit Island; its situation is pointedout 
by Katers Peak, a steep conical mountain 1700 feet high which arises by 
the side of, &. overlooks the bay:- Sulivan Hamond &. myself started 
after breakfast to ascend it: -the sides were very steep so [as] to make 
the climbing very fatiguing, &. parts were thick with the Antarctic 
Beech. From the summit a good geographical idea might be obtained of 
the surrounding isles &. distant main land. - These islands would 
appear to be the termination of the chain of the Andes; the mountain 
tops only being raised above the crean. - Whilst looking round on this 
inhospitable region l2771 we could scarcely credit that man existed in 
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il.- On our return on board, we were told we had been seen from the 
ship: this we knew to be impossible, as the Beagle is anchored at the 
mouth of the harbor &: close under a lofty peak, behind which is Katers. 
As it was certain men had been seen crawling over the rock on this hill , 
they must have been Fuegians.- From their position, all our parties 
were in view. -&: what must have been their feelings of astonishment­
the whole of wigwam cove resounded with guns fired in the Caverns at 
the Wild fowl; we three also screaming to find out echos, Sulivan 
amusing himself by rolling down the precipes huge stones, &: I impetu­
ously hammering with my geological tools the rocks. They must have 
thought us the powers of darkness; or whatever else, fear has kept them 
concealed. - Wigwam Cove has frequently been visi ted: it was namcd 
by M' Weddell. The Chanticleer, with Capt. Forster remained here 
some months; the remains of the tent where he swung the Pendulum 
exist yet.-

The sky looked ominous at sunset &: in the middle of the night the 
hands were turned up to let go another anchor, for it blew a tremendous 
gale. 

26- The weather continues unsettled &: mostl2781 exceedingly unpleas­
ant; on the hills snow falls , &: in the vallies continued rain &: wind .­
The temperature in day-time is about 45° &: at night it falls to 38° o r 40°; 
from the continued cloudy state of the atmosphere, the suns rays 
~Idom have much power. - Considering this is the middle of the 
summer &: that the Latitude is nearly the same as Edinburgh, the 
climate is singularly uncongenial. Even on the fine days, there is a 
continual succession of rain or hail storms; SO that on shore there is not 
a dry spot.-

2:'*, 2stl' & 29'* To our great loss, the weather during these three days 
has been very bad, with much rain &: violent squalls from the SW.­
Yesterday the Captain went to reconnoitre the bays formed by the 
many islands at the back of Hermits. - I accompanied him, but the 
weather is so bleak &: raw as to render boating rather disagreeable.­
We ascended some of the hills, which as usual showed us the naked­
ness of the land.-

In most of the coves there were wigwams; some of them had been 
recently inhabited. The wigwam or Fuegian house is in shape like a cock 
of hay, abou l 4 feel high &: circular; it can only be the work of an hour, 
being merely formed of a few branches &: imperfectly thatched with 
grass, rushes &c. As shell fish, the chief source of subsistence, are soon 
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exhausted in anyone place •. 2791 there is a constant necessity for 
migrating; & hence it comes that these dwellings are so very miserable. 
It is however evident that the same spot at intervals. is frequented fora 
succession of years.- the wigwam is generillly built on a hillock of 
shells & bones, a large mass weighing many tuns. - Wild celery. 
Scurvy grass, &- other plants invariably grow on this heap of manure. 50 
that by the brighter green of the vegetatlol. the site of a wigwam is 

pointed out even at a great distance. -
The sea is here tenanted by many curious birds. amongst which the 

Steamer is remarkable; this (is) a large sort of goose, which is quite 
unable to fly bul uses its wings 10 flapper along the water; from thus 
beating thewaterit takes its name. Herealsoare many Penguins, which 
in thclr habits are Ii~e fish , SO much of their time do they spend under 
water, & when on the surface they show httle of their bodIes exceptmg 
the head . -their WIllSS are merely covered with short feathers . So that 
there arc three sorts of birds which use their wings for more purposes 
than flying; the Steamer as paddles, Ihe penguin as fins , & the OSlrich 
spreads its plumes like sails to Ihe bree£e. -1280, 

JfP Remained at anchor. 

31" The sun having at last shown itself at the proper time, observations 
were obtained &asthewealherdid notlookquitesobad weputtosea 

flll1Ullry 1" For thiS & Ihe following day we had a moderate wind from 
the old quarter SW; we alilhought that after so much bad weather we 

should at least have a few finc days; thc wind lulted & we hailed with 
joy a light air from the East; but in a couple of hours it VC1:!red to Ihe 
North &- then blew a strong gale from the SW.-

2", 3·... This is always accompanied by constant rain &- a heavy sea; 6: 
now after fourdays beilting we have scarcely gained a league. Can Ihet'! 
be Imagined a more disagreeable wayof passing time? - Whi lst weath· 
ering the Diego Ramirez rocks, the Beagle gave an unusua l instance of 
good sailing; with closed rC1:!fed topsails & courses & a great sea 
runnmg, clost! hauled to the wind she made 7 &- I knots. 

4 t'_9t~ During all these prt.'Cious days we have been beating day &: night 
agamst the Westerly winds. The cause of our slow progress is a current 
which is always sellmg round the roast & which counterbalances the 
lillie which can be gained by beating up against strong winds &: a heavy 
sca.- After passing the II Defonsos rocks, it blew strong &: in 24 hours 
wel28l l were rather to lC1:!ward of them.- After this the wind ..... as 
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steady from the NW with much rain, &- we drifted down to the Latitude 
of 5'" 23'. - On the atl> it blew what Sailors term a strong sale (it is the 
first we have had) the Beagle is however so good a sea-boat, that it 
makes no great difference. 

!/" Today the weather has been a little better, but now at night the wind 
is again drawing 10 the old quarter.- We doubled Cape Hom on the 
21", since which we have either been waiting for good or beating 
against bad weather & now we actually are about the same distance, 
viz. a hundred miles, from our destination. - There is however the 
essential difference of being to the South instead of the East. - Besides 
the serious &- utter loss of time &- the necessary dIscomforts of the ship 
heavily pitching &- the miseries of constant wei &- cold, I have scarcely 
for an hour been quite free from sea-sickness; How long the bad 
weather may last, I know not; but my spirits, temper, &- stomach, I am 
\\'ell assured, will not hold out much longer. -

10'" A gale from the SW. 

II" A very strong breeze, with heavy squalls; by carrying a press of sail, 
we fetched within a mile of Christmas Sound. - Thisl2821 rough 
precipitous coast is known by a mountain which from its castellated 
form was called by Capt . Cook York Minster. We saw it only 10 be 
disappointed, a violent squall forced us to shorten sail &- stand out to 
sea. - To give an idea of the fury of the unbroken ocean, clouds of spray 
were carried over a precipice which must have been 200 feet high. -

12" A gale wilh much rain, at night it freshened inlo a regular storm.­
The Captain was afraid it would have carried away the close reefed 
main topsail.- We then continued with merely the Irysails &- storm 
stay sail. 

Sunday 13"" The gale does not abate: if the Beagle was not an exceUenl 
sea-boal & our tackle in good condition, we should be in distress. A less 
gale has dismasted &- foundered many a good ship. The worst part of 
the business is our nol exactly knowing our position: it has an awkward 
sound to hear the officers repeatedly telling the look out man 10 look 
well 10 leeward. - Our horizon was limited tu a small compass by Ihe 
spray carried by Ihe wind;-the sea looked ominous, there was so 
much foam that it resembled a dreary plain covered by patches of 
drifted snow.- Whilstl2831 we were heavily labouring.. it was curious 
10 see how the Albatross with its widely expand(.>d wings, glided right 
up the wind. -
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Noo" At noon the slorm was at its height; &: we began to suffer; a greal 
sea struck us &: came on board; the after tackle of the quarter boa I gave 
woly at .In axe being obtained they were Instantly obliged to cut awol}' 
one of the ~autlful \','hille-boats. -the wme sea filled our deds so 
deep. thai If another had followed It is not difficult to guess the result.­
It 15 not easy to imagme what a state of confusion thedecks were In from 
the great body of water, - At last Ihe porls wen! knocked open &: she 
agiun rose buoyanllo the sea. - In Ihe evemng It moderated &: we made 
oul Cape Spencer (near Wigwam Cove), &: running in, anchored 
behind f(ll se Cllpe Horn.- As it W(lS dark there was difficulty in finding 
a place; but as the men &:officers from constant wet are much tired, the 
anchor was Klet go" In the unusual depth of 47 fathoms. - The lu>.:ury 
of qUK't \'I.'oller after being mvoln'd in such a warring of the elements is 
Indeed gn!al. - It could have been 284 no ordinary one sinO! Capt 
FItzRoy considers II the worst sale he w~ ever m. _I It l5 a dLShearten· 
109 reflection; that II IS now 24 days Since doubhng Cape Hom, since 
WhKh there has been constant bad weather, &: we are now not mud! 
above 20 miles from it. 

' FitzRoy notrdll wu ""f'IIlh~1 ~Il OUr Nlchw.y. "'~ lhoruughly II«\Irrd, ,nd llwil 
noth;"g h.e~Y)' roukl b",a~ .-dl1ft. But little wale. found it, '" ay 10 Itwo lower d~k, though 
Mr, DMW;"', eoIlC<lio"~' in Ihe poop ~"d fort.'C .. ~!le (~bi"s on dKk, were much l"tuA"d 

'Thor roIle. whkh hove us.lmollil on our beolm ends, ... as Ih .. highe.t .nd mo5t hullvw 
tNt I han' ~n. t'\cephn!';one In tlw Blyol BiK.Y, ."d 001' on IheSoulhem AIIanIK; \'fl 
100 easy "U our bilk. \KHI thai noIhmg ",'., "'lured betod .. INo t.o.l, INo Mltuo« 
t"'·.w.ed .",'av) .• nd a- ctuooometn . 5ft ,"l.",..tlflt'1: 126 

J4' The wmds certamh' are most remarkable; after such a storm at 

\"cslerdays. II blew a heavy gale from the S'o\. - As w\' are m !Omooth 
water II does not so much slgmn'. - We stood to Iht> North to 6nd An 

harbor; but after a wearytng.search ina Jargeoo)' did not succeed, I find 
I have suffered an Irreparable loss from yesterdays dWSlcr. m m~ 
drying paper &: planls ~tng welled with s..11t-water, - Nothing rCSLsB 
the force of an heavy sea; it forces open doors &: sky lights, &: spreads 
univerSe1l damage. - None but those who have tried it, know the 
mlsencs of a rcally heavy gale of wind - May Providence keep tM 
Beagle out of them.-

15'~ Standmg to the East, we found a most e>.:cellenl anchorage inGorft 
Sound &: moored ship, secured from wind &: .sea: We shall proba~ 
remam here some wt>eks as tht> FUegiaM &: Matthews an! 10 be.settWd 
here 285: &; there Will be some boat expedlhOns. The obJect of our 
disastrous attempt to get to Ihe Weslwud was to go 10 Ihe Fueglan Yad. 
Minsters, counlry.- Where we now arc is Jemmy Buttons &: most 
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ludWy Yorl.. Minster from hl5 free chOl~ Intends to Iwe hen! Wllh 
Matthews & Jemmy. - GorH Sound 15 situaled by Lennox Island" 
near to the Eastern entrance of Beagle channell.-

16rk The Captain took two bo.,ts to search for a good place for the 
settlement. - We landed & walked some miles ~ the country. - It 
is the only piece of flat land the Captam has ever met with In Tierra del 
F &: he consequently hoped II would be better fitted for agriculture. ­
Instead of this it turned out to be a dreary morass only tenanted by wild 
~ " a few GualUlco. - The section on the coast showed the turf or 
peat to be about 6 feet thICk & therefore qUite unfit for our purposes. We 
then searched in different places both In & out of the woods, but 
nowhere were able to penetrate to the soil; Ihe whole country is a 
swamp. The Captain has in cunsequence delemuned to take the 
FUegY.ns further up the counlry. - This pl.ce seems 10 be bul sparingly 
mhabtted - In one place we found recent traces; even so lhallhe fire 
where limpets had ocoen TOOsledl2861 was yet warm. - Yorl.. Minster 
said it had only been one man; Hvery bad manH" that probJbly he had 
ltoIen something- We found the place where he had slept. -It 
positwely afforded no more protechon than the form of Ii hare.- How 
very little are the habits of such II being superior to those of an animal.­
By day prowling along the coast &: catching without art his prey, &: by 
rught sleeping on the bare ground -

J:- & IS" Spent In preparing for a long e~OJrslon In the boats.- In 
consequence, the Captain determined to take the whole party to J. 
Buttons country in Pon§Onby Sound 

,.- In Ihe morrung. three whale·boats &: the Yawl started with a f'lIf 
"'ind - We were 28 In number &: the yawl camed the outfit given to 
Matthews by the Missionary society. - The choice of articles showed 
the most culpable folly &: negligence. Wine glasses, buller·bolls, lea· 
lriIys, soup lurins, m.hDgdny dresslRg case, fine white linen, beavor 
hats&: an endless vanety of Similar things shows how little was thought 
aboul the country wht're they were going to. J"he means absolutely 
wasted on such things would have purchased an immense stock of 
I'Nlly useful articles. - Our course Lay towards the Easlern en· 
IriInce'287 of the Beagle channel &: we entered II in the .. ftetnoon .­
The scenery was mO$t curious &: Intereshng.the land is indented with 
numberless coves &. Inlets, &: as the water is always calm, the trees 
.JctuaUy stretch their boughs over the salt water In our little fleet w~ 
pided along. till we found in 1M everung Ii comer snugly con«aled by 
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small islands. - Here we pitched our tents & lighted our fires. -nothing 
could look more romantic than this scene. -the glassy water of the cove 
& the boats at anchor; the tents supported by the oars & the smoke 
cuTting up the wooded valley fonned a picture of quiet & retirement.-

2dh We began to enter to day the parts of the country which is thickly 
inhabited. - As the channel is not generally more than three or4 miles 
broard, the constant succession of fresh objects quite takes away the 
fatigue of sitting so many hours in one position. - The Beagle channel 
was first discovered by Cap FitzRoy during the last voyage, I so that it is 
probable the greater part of the Fuegians had never seen Europ~ans.­
Nothing could exceed their astonishment at the apparition of our four 
boats: fires were lighted on every point to attract our attention & spread 
the news. - 12881 Many of the men ran for some miles along the shore.-
1 shall never forget how savage & wild one group was. - Four or five 
men suddenly appeared on a diff near to us.-they were absolutely 
naked & with long streaming hair; springing from the ground & waving 
their arms around their heads, they sent forth most hideous yells. Their 
appearance was SO strange, that it was scarcely like that of earthly 
inhabitants. -

We landed at dinner time; the Fuegians were not at first inclined to be 

friendly, for till one boat pulled in before the others, they kept their 
slings in readiness: - We soon delighted them by trifling presents such 
as tying red tape round the forehead; it is very easy to please but as 
difficult to make them content; the last & first word is sure to be 
"Yammerschooner" which means "give me". _2 At night we in vain 
endeavoured to find an uninhabited cove; the natives being few in 
number were quiet & inoffensive: 
'The Beagle Channel .... as discovered by M. Murray, Master of the /kdglt, in AprilISXI. 
Sa> Narrat" .. l: 429. 
1 According to Thomas a"dgl'S on p. 639 of Y~""""'-E",~lish: ~ d'ctio"~ry of Iir<' sperrh '" 
TiRr", del Fuego, edited by F. Hesto>nnann and M. Cus;nd" and privately printed at 
MlIdl"'g, Austna, ,n !933, the phr.lse 'yam.l~k·iina· does indeed mean '00 be liberal to 
m"'. 

21'1 In the morning however, a fresh party having arrived, they became 
troublesome, some of the men picked up slones & the women & 
children retreated; I was very much afraid we should have had a 
skinnish; it would have been shocking to have fired on such naked l289 
miserable crealures . - Yet their stones & slings are so destructive that 
it would have been absolutely necessary. - In treating with savages, 
Europreans labor under a great disadvantage, untillihe cruel lesson is 
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pught how deadly firearms are.- Several times when the men have 
been tired & it was growing dark, all the things have been packed up to 
remove our quarters; &: this solely from our entire inability to frighten 
the natives. One night the Captain fired double barrelled pistols close 
to their faces, but they only rubbed their heads & when he nourished 
his cutla.5s they were amused &. laughed. They are such thIeves &. SO 
bold Cannabals that one naturaUy prefers sepa rate quarters. -

The country on each side of the channel conti nues much the same, 
slate hills thickly clothed by the beech woods run nearly pamllel to the 
w4lter; the low point of view from 4l boat &. the looking along one valley 
&: thus loosing the beau liful succession of ridges. is nearly destructive 
to picturesque effect. -

l~ After an unmolested night in what would appear to be neutral 
ground. between the people we saw yesterday &. Jemmys.-we 
enjoyed a delightful pull through the calm water. - The Northern 
mountains have become more lofty &. jagged. - their summits are 
partial1yl290j covered with snow &. their sides with dark woods: it was 
\'ery curious to see as fa r as the eye ranged, how tXlIcf &. truly horizontill 
the line was at whkh the trees ceased to grow. -it predsely resembled 
on a beach the high-water mark of drift sea-weed.-

At nigh t we arrived at the junction with PonsonbySound; we took up 
our quarters with a family belonging to Jemmys or the Ttunikll l 

people. - They were quiet &. inoffensive &: soon joined the seamen 
round a blazing fire; although naked they streamed with perspira tion at 
sItting so near to a fire which we found only comfortable.- They 
attempted to join Chorus with the songs; but the way in which they 
were always behind hand was qUIte laughable.- A canoe had to be 
despatched to spread the news & In the morning a large gang ar­
rived ._1 

'lM NITW 'V.poIl Te~nlc,' u!led by Fit;(Moy .nd othe~ to decribe th~ inlwobitants of 
ItIIf pMt of~ del Fueso ~ms 10 Jv,\·e.1115m from the dJfficulty of (Od\IIIunoting 
.. ,th thnn. AccordIn8 10 E L Bndges (Ullmoat ".n II{ tItt." ,. Hod .... Stoughton. 
London. 1948). ,,-1>0 10'.' !!om and bn)ught up .. ,Ih the ~M II the Mission 
~t.lblished by his "'Ihl'!'. 'J'h,om,., 8ridgn . .11 U.huaiill on the Ik~glf;' Channel. the word 
iilpoOO' mflnJ lin ottl'!'. while '!eke uoeu· me~M '1 do not undeBI~nd you' fitzRoy' . 

OI1pl\;'ll informanl m~t tMnoro.. h.ny been ro.wqtlng IlKl of undertClnding ~ther 
than the n;ome of the ~ _ ~ ('a~11Iins I\;'Ibva of the 8NgIe Channel aoJled 
thtm5eI,'ft 'YIII'IAM' (,People'). "iuIe the partirulM group ... 1>0 h,Yd on the.~ of the 
MUrTlY N.nuw "'fOR' the ·Y.hgil§h.II~lull1Ofllil· or 'PeopIe from Mount.in V.lle), OIln­
ne!'. which ThotNI' Bridge •• hortened to Ylhg;an,. 
I ... ~ in the tNlrgin in ink.nd In very Srn.lU wntm8 runs 'Not li//ttl boIot Ik:Ngainvdle 
~PIe Imop MIdI I:!Isbnu noriet doth. I Rlil. Unen·. 
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2J. Many of them had run so fa st that their noses were bleeding. &: they 
talked with such rapidity that their mouths frothed, &: as they were all 
painled white red &: black they looked like so many demoniacs who had 
been fighting . - We started, accompanied by 12 canoes, each holding4 
or 5 people, &: turning down Ponsonby, soon left them far behind.­
Jemmy Button now perfectly knew the way &: he guided usl2911 to a 
quiet cove where his family used formerly to reside. We were sorry to 
find that Jemmy had quite forgotten his language, that is as far as 
talkmg. he could however understand a little of what was said. It was 
pitiable, but laughable, 10 hear him talk to his brother in English &: ask 
him in Spanish whether he understood it. I I do not suppose, any 
person exists with such a small stock of language as poor Jemmy, his 
own language forgotten, &: his English ornamented with a few Spanish 
words, almost unintelligible.- Jemmy heard that his father was dead; 
but as he had had a "dream in his head" to tha t effect, he seemed to 
expect it &: not much care about il.- H~ comforted himself with the 
natural reflection "me no help it". - Jemmy could never find ou l any 
particu lars about his father, as it is their constant habit, never to 
mention the dead. - We believe they are buried high up in the 
woods.-anyhow Jemmy will not eat land-birds, because they live on 
dead men. - This is one out of many instances where his prejudices are 
recollected, although language forgotten. 

\-Vhen we arrived at Woolliah1 Qemmys cove) we found it far better 
suited for our purposes, than any place we had hitherto seen.- There 
was a considerable space of cleared &: rich ground, &: doubtless Euro­
pa!an vegetables would flourish welL -12921 We found a strange family 
bving there, &: having made them friends, they, in the evening, sent a 
canoe to Jemmys relations.- We remained in this place till the 27'h, 
during which the labors of our little colony commenced. - On the 24th 
the Fuegians began to pour in; Jemmys mother, brother, &: uncle came; 
the meeting was not so interesting as that of two horses ina field. - The 
most curious part was the astonishing distance at which Jemmy recog­
nized his brothers voice.' To be sure, their voices are wonderfully 
powerful . - I really believe they could make themselves heard at treble 
th~ distance of an Englishmen. - All the organ!> of sense are highly 
perfected; sailors are well known for their good eyesight, &: yet the 
Fuegians Were as superior as another almost would be with a glass.­
When Jemmy quarrelled with any of the officers, he would say "me.see 
ship, me no tell".- Both he & York have invariably been in the right; 
even when objects have been examined with a glass. 
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E\'l'rything went on wry peacibly fOt' lOme days_ - 3 hou~ wer. 
~1I1t, &: twogard~nsdug& planted. -&: what was of most mnseque~ 
thc Fuegians were very qUIet &: peacible; at one time there were about 
1200f them. - thc men sat all day long watching our proceedings &: the 
poor women worl.mg like sL1n~s for their subsistence_ The men did I\Qt 

rmnlfcst much surprise at anything &: never even appeared to look 293 
at the boots. - Slnpplng for washing &: our white skms seemed most 10 

excite their atteniion. - They asked for every thing they saw &: stole 
what they could - Dancing" singing absolutely delighted them­
Things thus rem.-uned 50 qUiet, that others &: myself tool. long wall.) tn 

the !>urroundlng hills &: woods_ - On the 2rt' however suddenly net)· 

woman &: child &: nearly "II the men removed themselves &: we wert 
watched from a neighbounng hill. - We were all very uneasy at this, .. 
nelthcr Jemmy or York understood what It meant; &: It d.d not pfOnUlf 
peace for the establishment. - We were qUill' at a loss to account (or II.' 
Some though t that they had been frightened by ourdcani ng &: finngoff 
our fire-arms the evening before. -perhaps it had some connection 
with a quarrel! between an old man &: one o( our sentries. -the old m.tn 

being told not to come 50 dose, spat In the 5e".1mans fa« & then 
rctn.'''hng behind the tTcnch, made motions, which II was said, could 
mc"n nOlhing but skinning &: cutting up a man . He acted it o\,er .. 
Fuegaan, who was iIIsleoep, &: eyed at the Nme time our man, illS much It 
to say, lhis 15 the way I should hke loseI'Ve you: - Wh.,tever might h.Wf 
hl~n the cause of Ihe relreal of the Fuegians, the Captain thought II 
advi!table not to sleep another nigh I there. All thel2941 goocb wert 
therefore moved 10 the houses, & Matthews & his compamon!! prt­
p.ilred to pass nthe!" an iIIweful night - Matthews behaved With tu. 
usual quiet resolution: he iso( an ecxenlnc character & does not iIIppMl' 
(which is strange) to possess much ene rgy &: Ilhlnl. It very doubtful 
huw f.u he is qualified for so arduous an undertaking. - In the e\'eru~ 
we remm'ed to a rove a few miles distant &: in the morning returned I\l 
the settlement. 

I NOIt! m mk. U\ m.r.rlliin 'Man \'IoIt!nll), Cf)'lI18lkH1lttid .. '. 
15ftt!TI~r." ngofWooUyl (nuw IIfI"'II WuL1~)byT l.andsHr.fll'f It. FltzRoyln ,....~ ... 
1; '-,po 206 
'1lwft In" nuIft m prnaI In 1M nwpn IVIr ~ ~I tIw F~ IhII I ~ -,... 
• NOlI' .n penol .n mI~m; R .. _ upon rifl'Ctl of Jhootm~' 

28'· We found everything quiet; the canoes were employed in spearing 
fish &: most of the people had returned. - We were ... ery glad o( thl~' 
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now hoped everything would go on smoothly. - The Captain sent the 
Y&wl &. one Whale boat back to the ship; &: we in the other two 
~nlered the Beagle channel in order to examine the islands around ils 
Western entrance. To everyone.. surprise the day was overpowringly 
hot, SO much 50 thai our skin was burnl; this i.5qwtea novelty in Herra 
del F - The 8eaglechannel is here \'ery strilong. the view both ways IS 
not Inte~pted, &: to the West extends to the Pacific. - So narrow &: 
stBlght a channell &: In length nearly 120 miles, must be a roill"e 
pht-nomenon. - We were reminded, that It was an ann of the sea, by 
the number of Whales, which were spouting 10 different due-dions; the 
~·&ter is so deep that one morning ""ro monstrous whales were swim­
nung withlO stone 1295lthrow of the shore. - In the evening having 
pitched our tenlS, unfortunately a party of FUegian5 appeared. - If 
thne bubanans were ill htUe ~ barbarous, it would hne been euy, 
as "'C were superior 10 numbers, to have pushed them away &:- obhged 
them to keep beyond a certain hne. -but their courage is like that of a 
wild beast. they would not think of their inferiorily in number. buteach 
individual would endeavour to dash your brains oul with a stone, as ill 
tiger would be certain under similar circumstances to lear you . - We 
.. iJeci on till it was dark&: then found a quiet nook; Ihegreat object Is 10 

find a beach wilh pebbles. for they are both dry &: yield to the body, &­
~oiIlly In our blanket bags we passed very comfortable nighta. - II was 
my walch till oneodock; there is something very solemn in such scenes; 
the consciousness rushes on the mind in how remote a corner of the 
globe you nre then in; all tends to this end. the quiet of the night is only 
interrupted by the heavy breathing of the men &: the cry of the night 
buds -the ocnsaonal distant bark of a dog reminds one that the 
~ns may be prowling. dose 10 the tenlS. ready for a fatal rush . -

l!I" In the morning We arrived at the point where the channel '296 
dnides &: we entered the Northern arm. The scenery becomes very 
gand, the mountauu on the nght are very lofty & covered with a white 
Nntle of perpetual snow: from the melting of this numbers of ca5Gldes 
poured their waters through the woods into the channel. - In many 
pUc'tS magmficent glKiers 6tended from the mountains to the waten 
edge. - I alnnot imagtne anything more beauhful than the beryl blue of 
these glaciers. especially when contrasted by Ihe snow: the occurrence 
of gladen reaching to the waters edge &; in summer, in Lal: 56- lsa most 
curious phenomenon: the same thing does nol occur in Norway under 
Lat 7Cf. - From the number of small ice-bergs the channel represented 
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in miniature the Arctic ocean.- One of Ihese glaciers placed us for I 
minute in most imminenl peril; whilsl dining in a lillie bay about l a mile 
from one & admiring the beautiful colour of its vertical & overhanging 
face, a large mass fell roaring into the water; our boats were on lhe 
beach; we saw a great wave rushing onwards & instantly it was evident 
how great was the chance of their being dashed into pieces, - One of 
the seamen just got hold of the boat as the curling breaker reached it: tw 
was knocked over & over but not hurt & most fortunately our boat 
received no damage, - If theyl2971 had been washed away; how 
dangerous would our lot have been, surrounded on all sides by hostile 
Savages & deprived of all provisions,-I 

I FitzRoy's account of this episode &,,,es spo!(i~t credit to CO for hil part in saving tM 
boats, 11 runs: 'Our boats were hauled upout of Ihe .. ', tl" upon Ihe sandy point, ,nd .. ~ 
we~ sItting round, fi~ about two hund~ yards f!'Om lhem, when a thundl'nngcr.uh 
shool u, - down came lhe whole front of the icy cilff -and the 5ea surged up in a,·. 
heap of foam. Rt'\'erberating e<:hoes sounded ;n e"ery direction, from Ihe lofty moonUUII 
which hemmed u, in; bu t our whole altention was immediately called to greal rollIns 
WI"" which came so .apidly that there was scarct"ty lime for the most active of oor ~ 
to run and st'U:e the boats before they were lossed along Ihe beach like t'mply c...t..bls/w!. 
By the e~ertions of those who grappled them or sel/:ed theIr ropes, Ihey were hauled Uf 
a!!-lm oul of Il'ach of a se<:ond and third rallt'.; and inda'd we had good reason 10 rejoa 
that Ihey were just saved in time; for had not Mr. Oa",-in, and two or three of Ih~ nwII, 

run to them insMnlly, Ihey ... ould have been SW .. pl ;,...'ay from us Irrecoverably. WInd 
and I,d .. wou ld soon ha" .... dnilt'd them beyond thedistan«' a miln coutd swim; and thrn 
... hat pnzes they ... ould haw been for I ...... Fut'gl.lns, ""en if ....... had l'$('ap<>d by pos$I"W"f: 

ourselves of OI~. At Ih ....... tre1lUty oIlhe sandy point on "'hICh ..... stood, Ihere "-eft 

many large blocks of Slone, ... hich 5('('mOO 10 have been transported. from th .. adJ~ 
mountains, eIther upon masses of i«-, or by th" foTC\' of wa,-('S such as th<>SO.' whICh ""f 
wiln~sed. Had our boots struCllkt'sfo blocks, ,"sll'ad uf sofl sand. OUr dilemma ,,"WId 
not have bet>n much lesslhan ifth .... y had been .It onCE'£wept a ... ay The follo ... ingdn 
(lOth) w .... passed mto a large expanH of "'aler, ... hich I named Oa""in Sound-.IfterlDY 
ml'ssm.ale, who w .. illint;1y enrounle~ Ihe di!lCOmforL and risk of a long cruiH '" I 
smJllloaded boat. ' A mount,,;n overlooldns Ihe Sound ... hose height ... as eslimlled .. 
6,800 fl, roughly the same as Ihal ofS./lnnienlo, was also named afll'r CO(see N4rrJIll!'Z: 
216-17). [n a 1 .... t1er 10 Calhenne [).)""II\, CD later descrillt.'d S.um,ento as 'Ih~ higlwlt 
mountain in thcSoulh, e.repllng M.!~o..rwinll' (5eeC",~""ndm(r 1: 381), but.l modmI 
atlas shows Sarm ... nto as 2.300 Ill. while Da",'Ul is only 2.135 m 

3(1h The scenery was very grand, we were sailing parallel, as it were to 
the backbone of Tierra del; the central granitic ridge which has deter­
mined the form of aU the lesser ones: It was a great com fort finding aD 
the natives absent; the outer coast during the summer is on account of 
the seals, their chief resort. - At night we had miserable quarters, ,,'r 
slept on boulders, the intervals being filled up with putrefying se ... 
weed; & the water flowed to the very edge of the lenl.-
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31" The channel now ran between islands; &: this part was entirely 
unknown; it rained continually &. the weilther well became its bad 
character. -

Ftbruary 1'/ & 2001 The countryside was most desolate, b.lrrcn, &. 
unfrequented: we landed on the East end of Stuart island, which was 
our furthest point to the West being about 150 miles from the ship: 

3-1 Miserable weather: we p roceeded by the outside coast to the Sou th­
ern entrance or arm of the Beagle Ch. &. thus commenced our return . 

4'" &5111 Nothing happened till the evening before reentering Ponsonby 
Sound. - We met a large body o f Fuegians, &. had a regular auction to 
purchase fish ; by the means of oldlm l buttons, &. bits of red doth we 
purchased an excellent supper of fish. 

6*" Anived allhe Seltlement. - Matthews gave so bad an account of the 
conduct of the Fuegians that the Captain advised him to return to the 
ship.-I From the moment of our leaving, a regular system of plunder 
commenced, in which not only Matthews, but York &. Jemmysuffered. 
Matthews had nearly 1051 all his things; &: the constant watching was 
most harassing &. entirely prevented him from doing anything toobtain 
food &.c. Night &. day large parties of the natives surrounded his 
house.- (Note i,r marghr: They tr)'ed to tire him ou t by making incess 
noises.) One day, having rt.'quested an old man to leave the place, he 
returned with a large stone in his hand: Another day, a whole party 
idvanced with stones &. s takes, &: some of the younger men &Jemmys 
brother were crying.- Matthews thought it was only to rob him &. he 
met them with presents. - I cannot help thinking that more was 
meant.- They showed by signs they would strip him &: pluck all the 
hairs out of his face &. body. - I think we returned just in time to save 
hisliEe. - The perfect equality of aU the inhabitants will for many years 
prevent their civilization: even a shirt or other article of clothing is 
immediately torn into pieces. - Until some chief rises, who by his 
power might be able 10 keep to himself such presents as animals &.c &'c, 
there must be an end to all hopes of bettering theirlm l condition. - It 
would not have been so bad if all the plunder had remained in one 
family or trihc.- But there was a constant succession of fresh canoes, 
ok each one returned with something. - Jemmy's own relations were 
absolutely so foolish &: vain, as to show to strangers what they had 
stolen &: the method of doing it.-

It was quite melancholy leaving our Fuegians amongst their barbar­
ous countrymen: there was one comfort; they appeared to have no 
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Fitl.Roy's Fuegians, by T. Landseer (Narrall!~ 2: 324). 
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per80nll l (ears. - Bu l, in contradiction of what has oftcn ~n stil led, 3 
yeill'S haw been suffidenl 10 change savages, into, al far as habits go, 
complete &: voluntary Europ<eans. - York, who was a full grown m&n 
• with. strong vl<Hent mind, willi am certam in every rHpKt hve •• 
wr at hit tneiln, go,ltke an Englishman. - Poor Jemmy, Iook.ed nthfl" 
dlKOnJOl,ale, &: ~tn.ly ~·ould have liked to Nve returnt"d With us; he 
Wild ~ Ihey were all \ 'ery ~d men, no 'sable' nothmg" -Jemmy. own 
brothtT hMJ Mn stNbng from him as Jemmy Aid, "what fut\k)n do 
)00 alII lhat" - I am afTD:I whale\-er other ends tMu- ncu.naon 10 

[nswnd producn. II will notbtconduci\°etothmhappuwH,_!My 
ha\. far 100 much wnw not to see the VHf supmonty of Q"lu.ed O\ft 

!,lnCl\'lhzedNblb, &:p~tlamafmdtothela"ertheymu tmum. - YO 
We lool Matthews. some of thedothes. which he had buried In the 

lINl " nvM WII The Dlptam to sa,"e time detennined 10 go 10 lhe 
~tUlh &: outside of Na .. ann [sland. inslead of our returnIng by Ihe 
8f.aglec::hannel We slept 011 mght in theS. entrana! ofPonsonby Sound. 
6: In the morning 514rtOO for Ihe ship. 

'M4III!ww. waf .lIbwqut .. llly ul.en In 1M Bmgk 10 N_ z.uLtnd, wtwr. tIC' joIlWd hi' 
t..'oIht'. and ronllnlll'(110 work u a misSIonary. 

There was a fre'ih breeze &: a good deal of sea, rather more th!ln I" 
pl('a"1111 1 forn boIlt. So Iho l on reaching in the evening Ihe B(!lIglc, Ihere 
W.l! the plca,ure of smoolh water joined to that of relurning "fter 20 
d£ys "bhcnce - The distilnce we have run in the boo,ts has ~n about 
.... n miles" as it WAS in a East &: West direction it afforded an excellent 
~'-'t"~c::al sedlon 01 the country. -

,..~". The ship rern.llnN In Coree Sound.-

s.~ JO" RemU\'ed 10 a lMy North of Orange o..y. -

I.r-~J" 1lw c.ptam. In )us boat. paid the F~ a VISIt. ,.. ha. 
bnJusht b.kk. .. \ety f'R"'Sperous KCOUnt of tMm - Vft')' few oIlhe 
thirt bdtlfll9R8 10 Jemmy, York or FUegN h.d ~ ~Io&t-n " the 
«Jnductt1#1M NtI\l"Io,,·uqulte peacibleo-lfthegvden5U<Xftd ° th» 
ink Mott~nl nul be let the means of produan8 8"'01' JOOd " 
oIbmn~ thehabluoffM truly sa\-.geinh.abttanb - On the! 13''', . !"Iffy 
ex ri~ht undfT tht> romrnand of M'Chaffersaossed Hudy pnuruoula 10 
" 10 f\."kh &: l'un·cy the West coast, 1he disQna! w.s not 8"'.1, but 
from Ihe)OJ ~ft sw.mpy ground was fabgurng, - ThIS peninsula • 
• lthtlUKh relllly part or .In Island, may be considered .IS the mosl 
~Iulhl'm ~"'tremlty of America: il is terminaled by Fal!e Cape 110m -
Tht' day was bcllutiful. even sufficiently so as to communicilte r>lrt of Its 
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charms to the surrounding desolate scenery. - This &: a view of the 
Pacific was all that repaid us for ou r trouble.-

16111 The same party started again &: for the same object, bul our course 
was ralher different: Having ascended a more lofty hill, we enjoyed I 
mosl commanding view of Ihe two oceans &: their islands. - The 
weather was beautiful; indeed ever since being in harbour Tierra del 
has been doing its best to make up for the three miserable weeks at 
sea.-

Sunday J]'1I Divine service &: a quiet day.-

J8" & Jgt/' The Ship moved to Woollaston Island &: during these days, 
the Northern part has been surveyed. 

2{1" It blew very hard, &: in consequence the Captain has run across the 
bay to our old quiet place in Goree Road. - The thennometer was only 
38" with much rain &: hail . -

21" The weather prevented our returning to Woollaston island &: from 
touching at Acquirre bay, so we madea dean run for good Success Bay. 

n"" To night it is blowing furiously: the water is fairly tom up, &: thick 
bodies of spray are whirled across the Bay. -13021 

2yd Last nights gale wasan unusually heavy one.- We were obliged to 
let go three anchors.- The Boats were unable to bring off the wooding 
party, so they were obliged to make it out as well as they could during 
the nighl.-

SUllday 24'~ & 25'· After waiting for fine weather, on Monday I ascended 
Banks Hill to measure its height &: found it 1472 fee\.- The wind was 
so strong &: cold; Ihal we were glad 10 beat a relreat . - If we had been 
an hour later, the boats could not have reached the shore for us.- ThIS 
was onc of the hills I went up during our last visit, I was surprised that 
mne weeks had not effaced our footsteps so that we could recognize to 
whom theybelonged.-

26111 Put to sea &: steered for the Falkland islands: at night it blew heavil)' 
with a great sea: the history of thisdimate is a history of its gales.-

2]'11 & 2sa Strong breezes.-

MDrch 1" We arrived early in the momingat Port Louis, the most Eastern 
point of the Falkland Islands.! The first news we received was to our 
astonishment, Ihal England had taken possession of the Falklands 
Islands &: that the Flag was now flying. - These Islands have been for 
some time uninhabited, untill the Buenos Ayres Government, a few 
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\t'U' "Inu dlllmf'd Iht'm II: sent lOme 00100151.- Our luvt'rnnwnl 
1Yn't,".lrlllt~ ")1 "PllUllhis. II: bon month tM ClIo amvN No" with 
enirr. III LI~ p'''' .... '''"'" ollhe pUce. - A ~ _VrNn ITWn cof ""if 

... twf't<.1 ttw hnw. "nth tome freh co6onaU.- Ik.>th thry • thco 

..... m~ k) Iht RIO r\lu - The p-ewnt ..,hAbll"nl" ~ 01 

.. '" who ..... ....wdheRbsoaw), ..... hMnowuw 
dwp'" ," ...... f'-I. 20 ~"thrft....nt. two'" wllMn 
.. ..,.... ...... - tlw Wand. MJund.antlys&:od...ed triIh .... - dWN 

..... • wid CIIlft\, MIllY horws. 6: pp. - \\iId towt. rabtlib. • 

..... u..p" ...... pImI)' - Ew..., I ;egdIWet ..... - And .. 
thtfto .. _~111 ....... 6:pod-dw: .... ;.b ____ pi ..... 

Ihat 61 has not """ ... q;o- • maL in order lD.n..d pivo", b _ ........... -..-Al_ ... ""'r~~ 
,,'hdtn .......... h.1wft now.-

W. """"'..t &IIlhit itlh,-UtceUU froau Frenc:h bc»t. ~1"llt"la 
Vt'Nln" .hll(h .. ~_ t)"lnI.I wr«:kon thebHdl kt_t"",,h.-1l • 
I JIll ,'If '.nu.,.". ttw \'t'ry tunt' .'Mn we sufferN from the ... Ift,." ( 'IIrt' 
It,,,n. thi. !trw ,.h1r p.uttd from three anchort " dT'O\t' ,.n .hllft' 
ltwy de" nbtl Ihl'l I,lle ., II perfect hurricane, - They wert! "I.HI h.1 It'(! 

u. , •• !Iw)' wcru al II 101. what 10 do, -all the 810rel nrtl ,,,vf'd &c (II 
murllt! plUIlI)' n( fuod -i:\().li Capt: FitzRoy has offered to Inktllht'lIl 12 
In numbi." In ",,' l1t-a~le II: 10 purchase on acrounl o( Ih. ownt' ... , I ny 
... ",,' whk.h wt' nwy w.nl The rei must be lil(rtfk'rd 
'-4 hII • 101."....· ' . ............ 01 dw FAIU.nd w..dIo .......... I .. ....". '" 
.... u... .. 14~1 ..... --.01 ........ ' ..... ., ............ .. 
~ .... ."N!I!r .... _l~lm.r-~,...., .. ~1.Z» ... 

r- '. DNw\. UW Enctah f'W'IIdmt. c.;amr OIl bcNnI - \\ twl .... 

.... "'Y Dlo ... _""' ..... "'_ ..... - ~--• to......, cvnwr ...... ...,. Icionotsuf ..... ~ .... ~ 
• cmbNd r&-cw wiMwdwv ~ .. iObe~ -

,. T • btI-- ; ..... 0I1hr Island awn -..y tar &md b'" • 1II'IIh..., ,...,. 6: .... ~ If:" _",ady ...... tI 
..,. """"" win' .... "hIdt puws on the pat - In tbb tu(l. "" 
.... ....- ... IounJ .. __ .....,.. .. .-.. 0CM<dy ...,. 
.... - nw __ "* landsapr from the ~. of ttw """'" 
cdor, h.u .. ., of f'\.bftIW dnoUbDft. -

A .,wwua kl. ...... 1 h.lpptned thrs iIfternoon U'I tht' dHth ~ M 
Hrll"ff _ e>n. (>f 1M rftiJenls brought tht' IW'\'I lholl tw h.W j.-~nJ 
klfMck.lhnla:. "un on t~ IE. COtit. - We INd. all h.I,lela Ih. pl.ct! 
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"In I ahorl time dlKovcred the bcM:Iy, not many yllrda (rOOl IIU' ahort', 
but 10 rnl&ngkod '" the Kelp, that it was wIth difnculty It wa. dl",·n· 
gAged - It w&aquite evident he had shot a bird &: whilst ,wlmmm", Ill' 
It. the .trong 1t&1 ... of the sea weed had caught his Ieg',~ • thut 
OluNd his MAth. -

~ \of' Hril)'t"f",u burled on II JoneI) &:dreary he~Ltnd - ~ r"f'OC& 
uon wu a ~r one-: in &ont a Umon )lid. hAlf RVlN tu~ ' .... at 

camt'd, " "' .... the coffin the British ensign ,,'U thrown, the furwrA 
from It, sunpboty ,,'U the ~ soImm, • SUIted .D tht- dr­
CUm.Untft, -

6--" ~I sNpt hA\~MT1''1!d; "-eare r'tO'¥<' 6,-ewiJ m lhe hArbtw' Nt 
En~~ khoonel' has agreed to carry the FrencfuNn • aD Nt ........ 
(wluch we couLd not hnedorw) to Monte VKi«> .10 rettI"e 20 pncmll 
at lhe aUC1tOn - Ounng these days I hi!"e been wa.wmng about OW 
country, ~a"'ng rocu. shootmg snipes, &: pd.an", up lhe few I"inc 
productlona whkh Ihls Island has to boast of. - It is qUlle J.JmenLlbW to 
sec 10 many cas'" &: piecH of wreck in every cove &c corner we ",,,,W 
of four IMgtllhlps In this one harbor. One of these wa, the L'Uranw a 
French discovery ship who had been round the world.- The weather 
gencrnlly hils !>cen cold &: very boisterous,-

SllIfllnv 1(j~ l"lhe evening it blew a tremendous gnlt' of wind , - l ahould 
never have imagined It possible for such a sea to gel up In 10 ft'W 
minulH The Barometer had gi\'en mOSI ckcellent warnln", thai 
IOmethtng uncommon wa, coming: in the 1306 middle of Iht' d.n • 
kloled hl.e .. dear; but at dmner theCaptain uK! the glu ... ,. """ tv .. 
not hid tMwonl .. bout an hour aftenoo-.ards II reached us In .1111, fury: 
The French Bng let go four ~; the EnglISh khooner dl"O\-~ , a 
bltJe more ",'otdd ha,~.&:Ied another ,,'Tt"cl..- AI RIghi our hwl ... 
• ",'.amprd at lwrmoon.ngs; shechd not Slf\l-, bul " -jill ~f'd on~' 

tmpt~ -torrwollwrgear &sailsarebt_-

Jfi" to S ........ ,:", nus l§ one 0( the qwetesI pUcrs we ha"," ('\'ft bNe 
10. - ~Nrty ~ the Slurs are gone; &: no one e'\~1 hils ha~ 
dUnnfj IMw~wH"" Theboatsareemplo}·edtntun~'tn~-

I w.ll.N one dilly to the town. whKh consasts In hillf .. dOlen houtc'I 
pllched al r.a.wom Indlfferml pIaces_- In the bmeof 1M oid Spaniatdt 
when It W.lS a Bot.any Bay for Buenos A)'n"5, II w .. in a MlKh ""* 
ftourishlngcondltlOn. - Thewholeaspectofthe Fal"Llnd 1~land" W,", 

however changed 10 my eyes from that wal"; for I found II RO 

wi h 
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abound ing with shells; & these of the most interesting geological 
.Era,-' 

, Although CD ~ntion~ hereonly 1M g.-ology of the F.\lklaod Is~nds, illol'l'msdNr from 
.. mldill ,,"rift of cntrin in his notebook made at thIS time that he wa •• Irudy deeply 
~ wilh the q""tlOlU w.d by dlff~ Ul 1M geographic.lJ d''ltnbutJQn of 
pUnts .nd lru"",b; IS br1ween i50Yled t5I.1nds and. t,", ~In"'nd Jnlen~ Wllh 
Ot,rnptXXIS 011,", geoloKy, he wrorec 

"""" TowNolarurNlt1hd tlwdungbfttlnUlS_ AmftlGI beIorts -I,not IhecloMTmnn«'hOn 
Ilf IftIoKts And ~nts at -,,~ IS thlt f., pornl OUI doHT C'OI\l'IKtoQr'o ~ ~1W'lbOn 

Sc-Motyof AptudIilM' 
\.g AnNindet Scw~ for RIo 1'\01<>. 
nw pHI not funnIng II presenl" b\J.t!.t1tle of tlw ~ I"Ynrs oIT ........ del F, 1'10_, 
pnNpII d«1)'U\5 \.~ lNy !Jo"..Jy mo:rea5e ,t. -bed, rang"'g froInlO IOCJnC' foot .... 
GlNI Klmty in Toemt Gel ofCorllhnes, supplanted by Fua. Oytnl prP\·AJhng:~us 
I'rontre TI~I of Upllnd ~ 
Tl>ftd.ly 12"'-
wm"" BlLlnu, In fifth ,",'.Ierbcrwilh high "'iter rru.ri<. 
I-forMot fond of clldting Clllie-olberratoon of instinct 
Sn,pt. 'Ilher IlIltsl_ 
wmine pi', for relt Spectmen of do- Ha,'c there beion any bon .. J evcr found &tc or 
Tunbtr 
Are thcreony ~ptilcs1 or lim .. !;tone? ". 
SawaOOl'll1orlnt c~ t ch I fi~h &t let it g08tim"ssucreSSi\"cly like ~cat doc,. mOUIleOrOlll'r 
.. fIt.h;" e~llVm" w,]dnu. of ,hag,. 
Rud 8uug;dnvlL1t 
In 1784, from returnJofCov. figuel'lN, buildmgs amounted 1034, populihon Including 
28ronvicb, 82 pt~I, &t uttLe of all lund, 7,774. 
". 
U~ olbAtut, pt.ll IMl' 111H'1 thock fl'§tmg on d.Jy, &t now t.lten by 1M Ie • . _ Lower 
f\lfH Vft)' cump«t, but noc to good 10 bum IS higher up; ""NU bones .... found 'n II lIMo 
~ts-.trgumtnt for 0fWN1 Inholb.tilnl5; from bog bones must be fonNng It Jlft'I"lI. bul 
""'Y tkJwIy r-u '" SMIf': oppo5Ite poInll of dIp· 6: nusliloo of stratdiclhon Wto.l has 
btamt of Ianw 1 
.. WIll hl' In'-hllA 10 obscne dlffl'Tmces of SJ-ln 6: P''''f'l*tiolWlte l'urnbn-. -.-hoIl 
Iho,~ dWIt.,~ of dUferenl h.abotilDOrU. 
~ of Gftw In F,IUtnd. lsl.lndS'5 connectPd -. .. th Rio Neyo1 
\Lan:hr-
&IIbmt.. in RocU 
SnId -.'.atd\ lObe mtndtd 
Enqwn.o period of 0000:IIn5 of R. Neyo and PLooti. 
I, tht dNVI8* of lot Video (In urolT'Oubied ('()Untry) '-l'I)' ~neraUy ,t'rtD1. 01' .. -hoIl i$ ,,", 
dapl_' 

s.r Down Houw Notebook 1 14,.nd CD.nII 1M \iO)"lgo" pp. 178-9 

S,ou/ay 24111 We have never before stayed so long al a place & with so 
little for lhe Journal. - For the sake of the foss il shells, I paid a visit of 
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thrt.>c days to the town. In a long ride I found the country no ways 
different from what it is in the neighbourhead l3071 of the Ship. - The 
same entire absence of trees & the same universal covering of brown 
wiry grass growing on a peat soil. - The inhabitants are a curious mixed 
race; their habitations arc in a miserable condition & deficient in almost 
every accomodation. The place bespeaks what it has been, viza bone of 
contention between different nations.-

On Friday a sealing vessel arrived commanded by Capt. Lowe; a 
notorious & singular man who has frequented these seas for many 
years & been the terror to all small vessels. - It is commonly said, that 
a Sealer, Slaver &: Pirate arc all of a trade; they all certainly require bold 
energetic men; & amongst Sealers there are frequently engagements for 
the best "rookerys". &: in these affrays Capt Lowe has gained his 
celebrity. - In their manners habits &c I should think these men 
strikingly resembled the old Buccaneers. Capt Lowe brought with him 
the people belonging to a vessel wh ich was wrecked on the SW coast of 
Tierra del by the great gale of the 13'h of Jan. - Thus we already know 
of the loss of two vessels &: a th ird which was got off shore. - Capt Lowe 
considers th is Summer to have been the most boisterous he has ever 
seen. it is satisfactory to have felt the very worst weather, in one of the 
most notorious places in the world . & that inl3081 a class of vessel, 
which is generally thought unfit to double the Horn. - Few vessels 
would have weathered it beller than our little "diving duck".-

261~ A short time after our arrival here, a small American Sealing vessel 
came in; Capt. FitzRoyentered into terms for buying it, on condi tion of 
its return by the 25'h. _ As the vessel did not keep her appointmen t, we 
supposed she had failed to find her consort, & the Captain therefore 
purchased Low's Schooner. - She is a fine vessel of 170 tuns, drawing 
10 fec i of wilter, and an excel1ent sea-boa t. If the Admiralty sanction the 
provisioning & payment of men, this day will be an important one in 
the history of the Beagle. - Perhaps it may shorten oUTcru ize, anyhow 
it will double the work done; & when at sea, it is always pleasan t to be 
sailing ;n company; the consort affords an object of attention to break 
the monotomous horizon of the ocean.l 
L F, t~Roy·s pun:h~S(' of Lowe·s schooner at h,s own e'p£nse, nl;'("t"S!;arily made hke the 
chMtering of I..n Paz and LA L,i'I'" without prior ~ppro\'al from London, gave rise l~ter, 
notwith5t~nd'ng tts Important contribution to the 5U<XeSS of thc 5l""'·CYS that he was 
required to undert~ke, to serious troublcs with the ufficialsat the Admiralty. He wrote: 'I 
had often anxiously longed for a consort , adaptcd for carrying ca'"KOI'~, rigged. so as to hi.> 
eastly workcd with fcw hands, and able to keep company with thc Ikt>glr; bul wh .. n I !laW 
th .. Unicorn. and hcard how well shc had bot:haved a~a sea-bodl, my wish It) pun;haS(> her 
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\ ... n unconqlWl"ablp. A flll l'l" \cssel I could hudly h.we met ..... ith, unp hundred and 
!Ie\"mty lon5 bunhen, 0.:01.. buill, and copper faslened throughout, "ery roomy. a good 
sailn-, e~tremely handy, and a first·mle sea·boat; hpr only deficiencies we.e such as I 
could supply, namely, a fe ..... shept~ of coppe., and an outfit uf can\"as and rope. A I"" 
day. elilpscd, in which she ....... , ,u'''eyed '"pry Ih"mughly by Mr. M,\y, and my mind fully 
made up, before I decided to buy her, and I then agreed 10 g;"e six thou5.lnd dollars 
(Mady (1,)00) forillUlll'dJale possession. ~;ng p;ortuwne', and authon.-.ed by I""'other 
owners lodoas he thought best wllh the\'essel incaseol failure, Mr Lowsold h"r 10 me, 
pa)'lT>tnl 10 be made inlo IU5 partMrs' hands al Monle Video. Some of hIS CIl!w be'ng 
·upon Ihe lily: thai is. ha\'Ulg agtffd 10 be p.1id for Iheir work by a small proportion of 
the cargo obIamed. prefeml"d rerrullnlng at the Falld~nds 10 aeek for employment,n other 
"essels, others procured a p.1ssage in the Rap,d, dnd a few we'p engaged by me to $O,'n'l' 
'" Iheiro ..... n ,,"sSi'1 which, 10 k«p up old associations, J named ·MlYnlurl". Mr. Chaffers 
and others immediately "oluntrered 10 go in her t~mporanJy (10' t intended to place Mr. 
Wickham in he. ifhe should be ..... illing to undertake the 'OI5ponsibility), and no tome wu 
lost in cleanrng Iw"rout thoroughly, Ioording ru-r wllh stores purchased by me from M Ie 
Dolly MId from Mr Br.w (lately master of the TnI",,,.,..,), and ~pollch,"g her to 
Maldoradu, 10 bo: prepared (Of her future employment.' See NIl,.",t;"" 2: 17 ..... 5. 

fitzRoy wrote 10 the Adrruralty announcing hIS a"ion as follows: " belie>~ that thelr 
Lordships wtll appro\'e of what I 1\;0,,1' done. but If I ~m wrong. no mC"Olweruence "111 
ruuit 10 the publtc seT"""', 5Lncf' I aloneam responsLblelortheagreement with thl'owne. 
of the vessels, and am able and willing to pay the Slipulated sum.' However, their 
Lordship" Mmule across the rorner ran: '00 nOI approve 01 hinng VO'"Si!<'ls for this ilCl"\'ice, 
and therefore dl'5irp Ihal they m.ay be dl!oCharged u soon as possible: See AJnrinllty 
Ricords, Reco.d OffKt>, ADWIIIBt9. 

29'i' The English Schooner will not conveniently carry all the Frenchmen 
of the wreck; The Captain offered to carry some, & to day three of her 
officers came on board.-

April4'h Our Schooner sailed for Rio Negro, in order if possible to catch 
M' Wickham before he & M' Stokes set out in Iheir little vessels on a 
surveying cruize.- M' Chaffers has at present Ihe command.- M' 
Wickham will have il eventually. - The chief cause of Ihe Beaglesl3091 
present delay is the Captain having purchased whal remained of the 
Frenchmans wreck for refitting the schooner. During this time I have 
been very busy with thc Zoology of thc Sea; the treasures of Ihe deep to 
a naturalist are in.deed inexhaustible.- I 

L A ~nnJ nnte here seems 10 beronterned Wllh the produtti"ilyof the waters in this pol'l 
oftht CWSI, but It IS only partly legible. 

6'" Aftercruizing about the mouth of the Sound to complete the survey, 
we stood out 10 sea on our way to the Rio Negro. 

SUNday r~ Our usual luck followed us in Ihe shape of a gale of wind; 
being in Ihe right direction we scudded before it; by this means we run 
a long distance, but it was miserable work; every place dark wet & the 
very picture of discomfort.-
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9'} The weather to day is beautiful; il is Ihe first time for Ihrcc monlhs 
Ihal siudding sails have been set. - We illlribu le all this sun-shine &: 
blue sky to the change in latitude; small although il bt.-. - We are al 
present 380 miles from thc Rio Negro.-

12'" We expect to arrive at our destination tomorrow morning. -the 
weather latterly has been tolerably good but there was too much sea to 
allow me to be comfortable. -

I31} In the morning we were off the mouth of the Rio Negro. Nothing 
was to be seen of the Schooner. In vain we cnde,woured, by firing a gun 
&: hoisting a pilot signal to procure intelligence from the shore. - We 
suppoSt! the sea on the bar prevenled the 3101 pLlot from coming oul.­
Thus during the whole day we continued to cruize backwards &: 
fOrh'ards. - It was exceedingly annoying; as every one was most 
anxious to hear that Wickham & his party were all well.- The coast is 
like, whal we saw so much of, about Bahia Blanca, either sandy dumes 
or a horizontal line of low cliffs.-

SImday 141h In the middle of Iheday, a Sail W,lS seen a long way offin the 
SW. - We immediately made chace &: soon found 10 our joy it was the 
Schooner . - M' Chaffers came on board & reported that the Schooner 
had made good weather of it; but that the gales had been very heavy. ­
The Captain altered his plans & ordered M' Chaffers to proceed directly 
on to Maldonado in the Rio Plaia, & there wail our arrival. -

1 5'~ Whilst we were beating up to our station at the mouth of the Rio 
Negro; a small Schooner was seen beating down to us.- Every one 
immediately declared, they knew by the cut of her sails, thai she was 
Wickham's. It turned oul differently; she was a trading vessel to Rio 
Negro &: brought news of our little Schooners. They were all well a 
week since & were then ready to sail to the South to Ihe Bay ofSt Joseph. 
They had suffered one loss in Williams, the marine, who fell overboard 
in the river & was drowned. As the distance at present is under 100 
miles, Ihe Captain detennined to run down &: pay Ihe Schooners a i3ll: 
viSit. M' Wickham will go in the Beagle 10 Maldonado & M' Siokes will 
remain in command . - This arrangement has materially affected meas 
the Captain has offered that one of the little Schooners, should take me 
up to the Rio Negro, afler slaying a few days in the Bay of SIJoseph.­
For the sake of the geology this is of the highest interest 10 me; 
otherwise the passage in so small a vessel will be su fficiently uncomfort· 
able.-
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161~ We have been slanding, duri ng the day, across the great Bay of SI 
Matthias; as Ihe place is unsurveyed we heave 10 at nighl:- The 
weather has been beautiful bul too light; the mild warm climate & blue 
sky is most through ily enjoyed by all of us after our boisterous cruize in 
Ihe Soulh. What we saw of the coast consisted entirely in horizontal 
cliffs; in these, the divisions of the strata run fo r miles logetherexaclly 
parallel 10 Ihe surface of the sea. - It looks an EI Dorado to a Geologist; 
such modem formations must contain so many organic remains.-

Ji* We reached 5tJosephs Bay, this is a grand circularexpanseofwaler, 
opening by a narrow mouth inlo 51 Matthias. the crook of land which 
forms it is a remarkable feature in a chart of the coast of Patagonia. - It 
was expected that Mr Wickham would have been here, butl3l21to our 
sorrow, & more eSpecially to the French passengers, who are very 
anxious to arrive at M. Video, the little Schooners were not to be seen. 
The wind being very light & a strong tide setting into the bay, we were 
obliged to let go a stream anchor. This gave me a most delightful 
opportunity of taking a glimpse at the cliffs.- They abounded with 
fossil shells & were in many respects very curious & interesting. My 
visit was SO short that there was only time to see how much was mi .. sed. 
At night. as soon as the tide tu rned, the anchor was weighed & we 
proceeded in pursuit of M' Wickham. -

I~ The climate here isquite celestial; cloudless bluc skys, light breezes 
& smooth water.- We hear that this has been a very fine season; how 
strange it is, that the shorl distance as compared to the whole surface of 
the globe of this country from T. del Fuego, should make so much 
difference. -so thai those rapid currents in the atmosphere, which 
have attained a velocity of from 60 to 100 miles per hour, should not 
even here be fclt.- As the wind is 100 light, every one is grumbling at 
this fine weather; we have been slowly working up the bay of St 
Matthias to Port St Antonio, where we yet hope to find Ihe 
Schooners. -1313 

19'" All our plans have undergone a complete revolution. During the 
night the soundings were very irregular & in the same proportion 
dangerous, so that we were obliged to heave 10 and in consequence of 
this a current sct us far to the South. In the morning a fresh NW breeze 
sprung up; from these various disadvantages the Captain gave up the 
attempt to find M' Wickham or of landing me at Rio Negro, & made sail 
for Maldonado. - If the wind, that omnipotent & overbearing master, 
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permits it, the Beilgle will touch at Maldonado & proceed on to M. 
Video & Buenos Ayres.- I intend slopping at the former place, as it 
possesses the two great advantages of retirement & novelty.-

2Cf1' It blew half a gale of wind; but it was filir & we scudded beforeit.­
Our decks fully deserved their nickname of a "half tide rock"; so 
constantly did the water flow over them.-

Sunday 21 $1 At noon 300 miles from Maldonado, with a foul wind. 

22..t & 23rd Our usual alternation of a gale of wind & a fine day. 

24'h We are off the mouth of the Plata. At night there was a great deal of 
lightning; if a hurricane had been coming, the sky could not have 
looked much more angry. - Probably we shall hear there has beenat M. 
Video a tremendous Pampero. Our Royal mast head shone with 51 
Elmos fire & therefore according to all good sailors no ill luck fol­
lowed. - It is curious how the R. Plata seems to form a nucleus for 
thunder storms; phenomena which both 10 the South & North of it are 
comparatively rare.- 13141 

25th & 26th At daybreak we found a current had set us several miles to 
leeward of Maldonado; as the breeze was both strong & fair the Captain 
determined to run on to M: Video. - We arrived there a little after noon. 
I went on shore & saw M' Earl; he remained at this place, during our 
whole cruize, in hopes of recovering his health, in which respect, 
however, I am afraid he has had little success. - In Ihe evening received 
letters from home dated Sept. 12'h, Octob 14'h, Novem. 12th, & Dec' 
lS'h._l 

During our absence, things have been going on pretty qUietly, with 
the exception of a few revolulions.-
llbese ""ere leiters fr(lm C~r(lHne, Catherine and Susan Darv .. in (S4'i' COrn>$polldtnct I: 
26&-71, 273-Sand 28J.-S). that for 15 De(:embcr having apparen,ly been 1051. 

27th Having landed our French passengers & having received all parcels 
& letters; after dinner weighed anchor & made sail, with a fresh breeze 
for Maldonado.-

Suuday 28th By noon we arrived at the anchorage of Maldonado & found 
there, our schooner, all safe & snug.-

29th I took up my residence on shore, & procured lodgings at a well­
know[nJ old lady, by name Donna Francisca. - The day was spent in 
vain efforts to make any sort of comfortable arrangements.- The 
rooms are very high & large; they have but very small windows & are 
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almost destitute of furniture. - They are all on the ground floor & open 
into each other. - The very existence of what an Englishman caUs 
comfort never passed through the builders mind . -

JOI~ [rode n few miles round the town; the country isex~dingly similnr 
to tha t ofl3lS, M: Video, but rather more hil1y.- We here have the same 
fine grass plain, with its beautiful flowers & birds, the same hedges of 
Cactus & the same entire absence of all trees. After pacing for 50me 
weeks the planck decks, one ought to be grateful for the pleasure of 
treading on the green elastic turf, although the surrounding view in 
both cases is equally uninteresting. 

May I" The day has hl;>en miserably spent in attempts to transact 
business by the aid of vilely bad Spanish. - The Beagle sails tomorrow 
for M. Video & will return in about a fortnight. -

2- &3'" The torrents of rain almost entirely prevent me doing anything. 
It is impossible to go any distance into the country; as all the rivers are 
unusually full, & a bridge is an invention scarcely known in these 
parts. -

The city of Maldonado is in reality only a small village; as is univer­
sally the case in [a[ Spanish town, all the streets run in parallel lines 
cutting each other at right angles.-& in the centre is the Pla7 ... 1 with its 
Church. - I nt!vt!r saw so qu iet, so deserted a looking place; it has 
scarcely any trade, & none by water untill these few last years; it 
appears only to hi;> a collection of land-owners & a few of the necessary 
tradesmen, such as blacksmiths« joiners, who do all the business for a 
circuit of 50 miles round. Nea rly the only produce of the country is cattle 
& ho~s. - Thest! are both in wonderful13161 numbers. - Every per­
son, even it is said to the beggars, rides; it is thought quite out of the 
question to walk ever so short a distance. - AI; a proof, how very 
common horses are, the poceof a saddle will buy three good ones. - It 
is a most beautiful exhibition to see the boys riding on bare-backed colts 
& chasing each other over hill & dale, & twisting about in a manner 
which no one till he has seen it would believe a horse capable of. - Their 
method of riding is certainly the most perfect & graceful, fo r showing 
the fult power of a horse in all its actions.-

4" [rode about four leagues into the Camp to the head of a large fresh 
water lake called Lagu na del Potrero. The object of my ride was to see a 
white marble, from which lime is manufactu red.- The day was 
beautiful & it was a pleasant ride over hill & dale of turf & surrounded 
by end less flocks of cattle, sheep & horses.-
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S,mday 5t~-8t~ During the greater number of these days, there has been 
torrents of rain & heavy thunder storms. - The whole country is in a 
state of inundation, even so Ihal many lives have been losl.-theoldest 
inhabitants have never seen such weather before. - It has necessarily 
prevented me from making a trip into the country which I had inlended 
to have almost finished by this time. In consequt!ncc of these delays & 
the bad weather I have scarcely been able to sel aboul anything. It 
anyhow has afforded me some good lessonsi3 171 in being patient & in 
speaking Spanish.-

9" The weather being fine I persuaded my two guides & companions to 
start on our ride.- Don Francisco Gonzales, & Morante, a sort of 
servant of his, were both well armed, & having plenty of friends & 
relations in the country were jusllhe people for my purpose. We drove 
before us a troop of fresh horses; a very luxurious way of travelling as 
there is then no danger of having a ti red or lame one. - I agreed to pay 
2 dollars a day (about 8" .. 6d) &- all expences on the road.- Such is the 
hospi tality in Ihis country, that the lalter for 12 days only cost meaboul 
16dollars. - As the rivers were very full we only went a short d istance; 
a little beyond Ihe head of the Laguna del Potrero. I was inclined to 
thi nk my guides took too much precaution with their pistols &: sabres; 
bu t lhe first bit of news we heard on the road was, that the day before a 
traveller to M: Video had been found, with his thr0.11 cut, lying dead on 
Ihe road. - it happened close toa cross, a record of a forme r mu rder.-

We dined at a Pu lperia, where there were present many Gauchos 
(Ihis name only means "countrymen" &: those who dress in this manner 
& lead their life). - I here found out I possessed two or three Ihings 
which crea ted unbounded astonishment. - Principally a small pocket 
compass. -in every house, 113181 entered I was asked 10 show its 
powers, &- by its aid told the direction of various places. - This excited 
the liveliest admiration, that I a perfect stranger should know the road 
(for direction & road is synonimous in this open country) to places 
where I had never been. - At one house, a young woman, who was ill 
sent to entreat me to come to her room &- show herlhecompass. If their 
surprise was greal, mine was much grealer to find such ignorance; & 
this amongst people, who possess their thousands of cattle &; "estan· 
cia'sH of greal extent. - It can only be accounted for by the circumstance 
Ihat this re tired part of the country has seldom been visited by foreig­
ners. I was i\Sked whether the earth or sun moved; whether It 
was hotter or colder to Ihe Norlh; where Spain was &- many more such 
questions. - Most of the inhabitants have an indistinct idea, thai 
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Engl.,nd, London, N. AmeriC4l are all Ihe SM1C pll\ctl, Ihe beller 
Informed well know Inal England &: N: AmenC4l are separate counlries 
dOle togelner; bUI that England is a large lown in London.- I Nd In 
my pock~ IOI"ne promethLlns, which I igruled by babng them betwern 
my I~th; to 1ft this Ike w~e f;llmily w.s collected; ;lind I W;II. once 
olfemt;ll dollolr forll 5.ingJeone.- My "-"iJslung my f<lCe In tke mom,", 
ClIUlotd III I...u MuUI, much ,peculation; ;II supeT10f tradesm.an cLo6ely 
m.-questioned 1M .. boul 50 ilnguJar <II ~; ok hkewt5e why on 
bul.rd ~'e wore our be<llrds, for he-~ heMd from my gwdes thai 319 
~ dJd to. He e)wI me Wlth much ~ pem.p5 he hold tw.rd 
oIl1b1uhOnl in the M<llhomtdm rdlgion; knDWlng me to be .. Hermc; 
prot»bly heClirne lothe conclusion tN.1 all Hereticsllre Turb. - It IS lhe 
uniVffUI custom 10 as}. for .. rughts kldging III tke first co .. w~n.ient 
hoI.ne. - The ~;IIll11Slorushment al the compass and othe:r Ihlngs 
""·111.10111 crru," degn!'e ad'ilntolgeous, as with that ok tke Ion,.tonet my 
~ides told of my bre .. lang 'lOnes, knowing \'enemou. from IuInnlHs 
.nlIIkes, collecting Insect. okc I piud them for the., hospllauly. - Being 
.ble 10 talk very Utlltl Spanish. I was looked al Wlth much pUy, wonder 
";II great deal of kindness.- Some few however. I think, gave me the 
credU of having a good deal of the Dousterswivel about me. -' I am 
..... rtllngasU I had h...'i!11 amongstlhe inhabilant50fccntral Africa . Bnnda 
Oriental would nOI be Oallered by the comparison, but such was my 
feeling when amongst them. - We slepl at a friend ofGonules;" In the 
morning p~ed on 10 the town of Las Minas.-
no. wnWftC'e and IN ~ __ "Pity ~ out in pmdI. nw"""paon of 

IN chatKwr of ~wn't"I in W&lm Scott's ~ II ·A tal. IMtt.-blOWM 
.w\ .... rd..flud1 tNIl. ... ho mfIIftd upon KlImbficsubfeds, _ •• ppnred .., .. , ~ 
........ "'lth_~~th.an~.· 

If? Dun", thl. ~Y. ride, there WOlS not much mteresl, ucrpilns from 
the r\O\'t'lty 01 tluI INII\J'1ef" 01 tn\·elling. - The country d much tM 
"me; D\OI"e U~'ft\ ~ hilly; ~ sort 01 mini.ature ~pllwl320 datnct, the 
whIM surfol«, ~.e\.e-r Wlth the ~ of the lMre roc"''' CO\'n-ed 
""·Ith. short grftn turf. - And th15 indeed is the piCtUre of ,II ",·hKh I 
NW illOOnd. "'(>I)' debghtful ndmg O\oer so much turf; but P'*u .. -ely 
I.t I.nl beaune 60 tired of the endless green hills tNt 1 thought With 
pleuure of iron-.hod horses ok dusty roads. - It lJ \'ery rOlre 10 met1 , 

IInglelndividlUl, Iond we did nol till c:IcJse 10 l.asMlI\u. - Thlsnlghl we 
1I0pped II .. Pulpena or dnnklng shop. which also sells. few olher 
things. - The evening was very tiresome as we were obliged 10 remain 
the whole time IImongst a set oC drinking stranger before the counter" 
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with scarcely a place to sit do\\'n . - This was however the only night, in 
which we did not sleep at private houses. - During the evening a great 
number of young Gauchos came in to drink spirits & smoke agars.­
They are a singularly striking looking set of men. - generally talL very 
handsome, but with a most proud, dissolute expression. - They wear 
their moustachios & long black hair curling down their necks.- With 
their bright coloured robes; great spurs clanking on their heels & a 
knife, stuck (& often used) as a dagger at their waist, they look a very 
d ifferent race of men from ourl32 11 working countrymen. - Their 
politeness is excessive, they never drink their spirits, withou t expecting 
you to taste it; bu t as they make their exceed ingly good bow, they seem 
quite ready, if occasion offered, to cut your throat at the same time.-

The town of Las Minas is considerably smaller than Maldonado, & of 
the usual symetrical figure. -it is seated in the plain of the Rio SI. 
Francisco, & is surrounded on all sides by the low rocky mountains. ­
It has rather a pretty appearance, wi th its church in the middle.- the 
outskirting hou ses all arise out of the plain, like isolated beings, 
without the usual (to our eyes) accompaniment of a garden or court.­
This is the case with alt the houses in the country, & gives to them an 
unsociable appea rance.-

11lh In the morning we pursued rather a rambling course; as I was 
examining several beds of marble. - We crossed some fine plains 
abounding with cattle, here also were very many Ostriches. - I saw 
several flocks of between 20 & 30. - When seen on the brow of a hill 
against the clear sky they form a fine spectacle. - Some of them are very 
tame; if, after approaching close, you suddenly gallop in pursuit.-it i~ 
beautiful to see them, as a sailor would express it, "up with their helm ff 

& make all sail, by expanding their wings right down the wind. - At 
night we came to the house of Don Juan Fuentes, a very richl3221 man, 
but a stranger to both my companions. - Upon arriving we entered the 
room where the Signora and Signoritas were sitting, & after talking on 
indifferent subjects (which I observe is always the formula) for a few 
minutes; permission was asked 10 pass the night there. - Asa malterof 
course this is granted to all strangers; & a room allotted to us. - We then 
unsaddle OUT horses & bring the recon'sl &c into the room.-this latter 
was not sogood as cowshed, bu t itcontained beds, & for bed-clothes the 
cloths belonging to the recon are used.- Shortly after our arrival one 
of the great herds of cattle was driven in. The cattle having so much 
space to wander over are very wild & it is necessary several times in the 
week to drive the herd into a Corral or enclosure of stakes, for the 
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night.-& thus accustom them to one centrill place. - About a dozen 
Gauchos on horseback drove them in &; near to the house separated a 
few for the purpose of killing them. - This afforded a very animated 
chace, for the cattle run nearly as fast as a horse, & the poor beasts know 
full weli the fatal Lasso.- After seeing such a herd & such a number of 
horses the miserable house of Don Juan was curious.- The floor is 
hardened mud; there are no glass windows, a few of the roughest chairs 
&: stools & two small tables was all the furniturel3DI in theroom.- For 
supper there was a huge pile of roasted meat &; another boiled with 
some pumpkin.-in the centre was a mug of cold water.-there were 
scarcely forks, plates or spoons sufficient, & every thing. table-doth &c 
filthily dirty.-there was no bread, salt, or vegetables, or anything 
more than water to drink. -& this the house of a large landed prop­
rietor.- The evemng was spent in smoking & with a little impromptu 
singing accompanied by the Guitar.- All the women remained hud­
dled up in one corner &: did not sup with the men. - And such are the 
luxuries which wealth here purchases!-
I The word ·rerun' ~nu to be used nan aherrtdt"·e to 're<:ado', the type of saddle used 
by 1M GauchO!> 

I~ We crossed the Rio Marmaraga &: proceeded to the Tapes: where a 
widow woman, a friend of Gonzales gave us a most hospitable recep­
tion.- The above rivers, ultimately flow into the R. Grande &: thus 
belong to a different system from the others which we crossed. - On 
the road Morante practised with success a method of Ciltching par­
tridges which I had often heard of but never seen.-it requires a long 
stick, at the end of which there is a running noose, made of the stem of 
an Ostriches fcathe r. - as soon as a partridge is seen, &: they arc 
wonderfully numerous, the man with the stick rides in a circle or spire 
round &: round the bird, gradually coming nearer &: nearer; 13241the 
partridge not knowing which way to run at last squats to conceal itself; 
the noose is then quietly put over its head & the bird secured by a 
Jerk. - in this manner a boy sometimes catches lOOT 40 in one day. -

13P~ In the evening arrived at a Pulperia North of the Rio Polanco. -it 
was my furthest point: its distance in a straight line from Maldonado is 
not much more than 70 miles; but this distance was much lengthened 
by our route. - I here saw what I wanted in the geology &: in the 
morning returned to near our former sleeping place; 

J4p~ the country continues very much the same; it was about the Polanco 
more level &: the hills less steep & there were a few trees about the 
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rivers, chiefly of the willow kind. - In the evening I saw rather a curious 
scene; an old Paraguay man, who had been our guide in the morning, 
got very drunk, & being offended at a man present was drawing his 
knife under his poncho; a Gaucho who sat by him knew what he was 
about & stopped him, & took his knife from him. - After this, to 
frighten the old gentleman, the others in jest pretended to stab him.­
the method with which they dashed across the room, struck him upon 
the heart & then sprang out of the door, showed it to be the result of 
practice, at least in them. - The only manner of fighting amongst the 
Gauchos is thus stabbing each other; & this tittle scene showed me very 
plainly the way in which itl3251 takes place. I wear a large clasp-knife, 
in the manner of sailors fastened by a string round my neck; I had often 
noticed that the Gauchos seemed to think this practice of confining the 
knife very strange.-

15'11 Bad weather; all the other days have been fine so that I have no 
cause to complain: we remained all day in the house & it was to me 
sufficiently tedious, as I had nothing to do but watch the rain the 
Gauchos smoking their cigius. 

16"' Returned by a route rather different, & slept at a house, 4 leagues 
from Las Minas. - Yesterdays rain had so filled the rivers, that they 
were difficult to be crossed.-this is a great disadvantage in a semi­
civilized cou ntry that travelling is quite dependant on the weather.-

17"' We again passed through Las Minas, & then proceeded across some 
low wild mountains to a very hospitable house. - The fomlalion is all 
Slate & a few years ago a gold mine was discovered & here worked; but 
very small quantities having been procured, the works have ceased.­
I believe this & its neighbourhead is the only place where gold has been 
found in thc Banda Orienta\. -

18'h In the morning we rode to the house of Sebastian de Pimiento; a 
relation of Gonzales & a fine old Cavilllero. - His house was better 
furnished than any I had seen-this proh<lbly was owingl3261 to the 
presence of some pretty Signoritas, his daughters. - These same young 
ladies are universally quite out of character with thc rest of the house.­
They are dressed exceedingly well; & their whole appearance & manner 
is very lady-like. - Yet with all this, as in Pimiento's house, they 
superintend all the cooking & perform some of the lowest menial 
officcs. - One of the greatest inconveniences in the manners of these 
people, is the quantity you are obliged to eat. -time after time they pile 
heaps of meat on your plate; having eat a great deal too much & having 
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skilfu lly arranged what is left so as to make as li ttle show as possible, a 
charmingSignorita will perhaps present you wilhchoice piece from her 
own plate with her own fork; this you muSI eal, lei the consequence be 
what It may, for it IS a high compliment. - Oh the difficulty of smiling 
sweet thanks, With the horrid & vast mouthful in view!-

SlIlTday 19'" I got up early to ascend the Sierra de las Animas. - This & 
P .. n de Azucar are well known land-marks in navigating the Plaia; I 
~hould guess Iheir height to be about 8 or 900 feet. - The scenery, by 
the aid of the n5mg sun almost looked pretty.- From the lOp therewa! 
I. "ery e:xtenSlVe view.-to the West over a very flat country 10 Ihe 
\tOl.1nl at M Video, & to the East over the mamillated plainS of 
M.lldonado. - ,327 On the summit there were several small heaps of 
!.tones; which evidently had been there for many years. -my compan­
ion, an inhabitant of the place, declared it was work of the Indians in the 
old hmes. - They were like. although on a smaller scale, the heaps so 
common in the Welsh Mountains: How universa l is Ihe deslTt! of Man 
to show he has ascended the highest points in every coun try . - In the 
evening I "gain partook & suffered from the overpowering hospitality 
In the house of Don Fran Pimiento: & the ne:xl morning started for 
Maldonado. 

][/1 We arrived there in the afternoon. I am well sa tisfied with this little 
"'''urslon, which besides an outline of the geology, has given mea vel)' 
good opportunity of St.oeing both thecountry& its wild Gaucho inhabi t­
anI5.- The Beagle on the 18th brought a party of working hands for Ihe 
Schoonl'r. but did not stay more than hour. - She left leiters for 
me. -one from home. dated Jan. 13"'-

11"-23'" Em(p(loyed In arranging the fruits of my e:xcursion, & In 

roIlecling in Ihe nelghbourhead of the Town. 

~.I' The Beagle retumed from M. Video. - M' Hammond is discharged 
Into the Pylades &: ulhmatdy Intends leaving the service. -

:." & 26'" Too~ a long walk to the laguna del Potrero; my principal 
oo,ect at present is birds, of which there are a great number of very 
beolutlful oncs.- The weather is most delightful. Temp. in room about 
60"- 1328 

:.8'" & 2g'l' Captiun FitzRoy hin'd a small Schooner to go to the Rio Negro 
to bring M' Wk:kham in ordL'r that he migh t take command of our 
Schooner. She arrived yesterday, & to dol)' M' King, who came with M' 
Wickham paid me a visit. - They are heartily tired of their li ttle vessels 
&:areagain as glad to see the Beagle as every one in her is to see them.-
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The weather has generally been very fine; but the gale of the 12thofJan~ 
reached them. - It appears however to have been miserable work & 
more than sufficiently dangerous: from the smallness of the vessels, it 
was scarcely possible to keep anything dry. -to possess a dry shirt or 
bed was an unusual luxury. - In addition to these discomforts, M' 
Wickham & some of the others constantly suffered from sea-sickness. 
M' Stokes & M' Usborne (who has taken M' Wickhams place) will 
continue to work in the neighbourhead of the Rio Negro. -

JIYk & 31" Usua l quiet occupations; one days collecting & the next 
arranging. -

June 1 "-7'~ The weather generally has been boisterous, so that very little 
work has been done with the Schooner as it is impossible to heavedown 
to get to her bottom without quite calm weather. The delay is to me 
agreeable, although not serviceable, as there is not much more to be 
collected:- Birds insects & reptiles have been my chief game.-

8'~ Letters from home dated Feb 13th & March 3nl1 

'That of) March was from his sister Susan. See U,rrespondt"Cl 1: 299--3IXI_ 

51mday 9'h, 10'" A heavy gale of wind; I think I may make my mind up for 
a fortnight more at this place. -13291 

11'"_1~h My time passes precisely in the same manner as the last 3 
weeks. - My collection of the birds & quadrupeds of this place is 
becoming very perfect. - A few Reales has enlisted all the boys in the 
town in my service; & few days pass, in which they do not bring me 
some curious creature. - The progress with the Schooner has hitherto 
been very slow; but if the present fine weather lasts, another week will 
complete the coppering.- To day I returned from paying a visit to the 
vessel in order to see M' Wickham after his return from the South.­
The Beagle is in such a sta te of bustle, that I am sure I am for the present 
in the best quarters. -

2(Jh_28'~ My only object is completing the collection of birds & animals; 
the regular routine is one day, shooting & picking up my mouse traps, 
the next preserving the animals which I take . - On Saturday I rode 
some leagues into the Camp & had some excellent rifle shooting at deer; 
[killed three bucks out of one herd. - My occupations are so very quiet. 
it gives me nothing more to say, than if I was living in an English village. 

29'~ Arrived safely on board with all my Menagerie; am become such a 
complete landsman. -that I knock my head against the decks & feel the 
motion although in harbor.-
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30'~, July'" & 2..J Have been employed in arranging & writing notes 
about all my treasures from Maldonado. - The Captain informs me that 
he hopes next summer to double the Horn. - My heart exults whenever 
I think of all the glorious prospects of the future.iJ30i 

3"C]", All hands of the Beagle continue 10 be employed in workingat the 
Schooner (for the future the Unicorn). My occupations likewise are the 
same & I do not stir out o f the Ship. 

S' It was discovered to day that one of the Mates, belonging to the 
Unicorn, had formerly been in the President, a vessel supposed to be 
piriltical & which brought the English miln of war, the BlilCk Joke, to 
action.! It hilS, since the Triill, been suspected that this same ship took 
& murdered every soul on board the Packet Redpole. - Captain 
FitzRoy has determined to take the man a prisoner, to the Consul at M. 
Video. I have just been astonished to hear the order, "to reeve the 
running rigging, & bend sails". And we now a little before 12 at night 
have weight.>d anchor & are under sail.-

I HMS BIQd./okr "·as sent ou t by thi' Admiralty in 1829 to inti'r"Cotpt slavi'rs in West Afric.l . 

~~ A fine breeze carried us into the harbor of M: Video by seven 
oclock.- The same wind brought a packet; with a letter for me dated 
May.-I After breakfast went on shore, to purchase numberless little 
&c" &c". - M: Video has an air of great wealth & business, after the 
forlorn deserted streets of Maldonado.-
'Probably from his 5isterCarohnl'. SffCII'rT(SpoMdl'l1ff I: 309-10. 

IO'~ So much wind & rain, could not go on shore . - The climate here is 
detestable; onc feels it the more from the exposed anchorage where, we 
are pitching amongst the hillocks of muddy wateT. - I must say I like 
e>otremes in cJimille. For the lasti331i year the summer ufTierra del F & 
the winter of Ihe Rio Plata, the weather to us have been much the same. 
Constant gloomy sky, with much wind & rain, & the temperature raw 
& cold, but never sufficiently so to dry Ihe atmosphere. My heart has 
revelled with delight to hear the orders for getting 12 months provisions 
ready for our ne>ot visit.-

11111 & 12'~ Spent the greater part of these two days in the city, transacting 
business. -

lJ" After dinner sa iled for Maldonado; arrived there at 11 at night. 
making a good passage.-

Suuday 14,h Enjoyed the rarily of clear, cloudless sky; the weather is 
cold; in the morning on shore there was some hoar frost.-
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15'~, 16'h & Irk The Schooners name has been changed into that of 
"Adventure", in commemoration of the Corvette employed in the 
former voyage with the Beagle, & likewise as being the name of oneof 
Captain Cooks ships & therefore classical to all Surveying vessels._ 1 

All hands have been employed in getting her masts in & bringing on 
board her iron ballast. - There is a curious little history attached to this 
ballast.-the old Adventure having too much buried 30 tuns in the 
Island of Guritti. The Brazilians when they were in possession, had 
heard of it & made great efforts to find the spoL- The sepukre was 
close to the well; so public a place having been chosen quite baffled the 
Brazilians; So that the ballast remained to be very serviceable to the 
youngl3321 Adventure. 
'Thl' ships eng"gl'<i in surveying the southemmost p~rt of the c()')sto/ South Americ"m 
1S26-30 Wl· .... HMS Ad''I'nluu under the command of Capt P. P. King. and HMS IktIgk. 
imhaUy oomm.and<."d by Dpt Pringle Stokes (who was not relat<."d to John Lori Stokn. 
Mate and Assistant Surveyor on the &aglr. 1 SJl~), and "fll'r Capt Stok .... ·s suicide at Pori 
Famme in August 1828 by Capt FitzRoy. A tender. the Adtblldr. was also twn on in 
Monte V,doo after Dpt King, acting in a more circumspect manner thJ n FitzRoy did later. 
had first SffUrl'd the Admiralty·sapproval. 

l8' h At night the Packet fired guns to tell us she was on her way to Rio: 
This caused a scene of animation & bustle; for immediately orders were 
given "hands unmoor ship". The Captain.-having letters of impor­
tance, determined to stand out after her. - We were soon under weigh, 
& joining the Packet hailed her that we would keep company fora few 
days. -

19'h A calm & heavy fog, we were obliged occaSionally to Signalize by 
guns.-

20'h At noon a boat was lowered with the letters &c & my collections &: 
taken on board the Packet; we then parted company; & are now sailing 
back for Maldonado.-

21" ,2201 Gained the harbor of Maldonado.-the weather being very 
light & hazy detained us. - We had a strong instance of the dangerous 
navigation of the Plata; having good Latitude observations & having 
only left port for two days we were nearly 40 miles Ollt of Ollr reckoning. 
This was entirely owing to a strong current. - of which there was no 
means of previously ascertaining the existence. 

23"J, 24'10 In the evening of the 24'~, after il was dark, we gol under weigh 
& started on our cru ize 10 the Rio Negro. The whole sky was brilliant 
with lightning; it was a wild looking night to go to sea, but time is too 
precious to lose even a bad portion of it.-

i I ~i \i Pr . P rm, ~, n lin 
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~ 19" Oor resuliu fortu~ followed us in Ihe form of •• harp 8ale of 
w.od It lOOn luillod but for two or three days. nasly hl'ild . well 
rcnulned. whkh wdly hindered our progress - The obj«t of Ihit 
au.l.lr I, 10 .urv~ JOfM ll3 of lhe outer banls ne.r tM R Nql'tl. 
a.tu. Bwnc •• h~1W to ptek up M" Sto1eJ &; N5 party. whoNVC' bftn 
10 ~y mlpio)'N .... ·Ith the 6ttJe 5ch00nen.-

~~AapM r Ught conlnlry .... -.nds. interruptrd by. ~' brftLft: t.tw 
..... .,.~. \'f'f'Y ~~b G'W'; the sIup bnn& on. wmd I"IHrty .ID 
dw brnt' -

,. Amw«! Nf tJw mouth 01 the RIo N~ • • fter fiMl wwnl .q;na.l 
pN. tlw blt!.- Schoorwr La ~~ a..mr out. In. Ihort b.me I .... tonl on 
bolrd twT. " .. r thtft rflUmed W1thsn the mouth of the n\"ft' Tlw BHR't 
tIOOd aul to IIftIIO IUrwy tome oI lthrl outer ~ wtuch ftrI~'nwont 

wi! OC'C'UrY twr • Wft'l - \\ r }OlMd the othft Schooner" I 'Pf"'U \ 'tTY 
pleu.ant eH"rur\8 In hNnn& .n their ad\"entures E\'ft)' ont 10 them 
nwy INn" prov;denct' lhat he has returned In safety , To .urvrr .In 
unl.nown (''''''lolln. "etsel of J I tuns. & Wllh one lOch plank to live oul 
In Ilpen k'il the same gale in which we lost our whale-bo..ll, waf no 
Pnlmuy frlCrvlce . - It seems wonderful thallhey could 11151 one hour In 
• ht'iWy Kil le, bu t It appearllhe very insignificance of lunllJl ve.~1.15 

thl'lr protection, for Ihc sea Instead of striking them sends them btofore 
It I never could understand the success of the small craft of the ""rly 
1W\'lgillol'1 ,l334 

Wt Ihcn anchored near the PIlot' s house &: I went ttw~ to .la-p 

t" Cntot&ed Ihe n\er and look a long w~ to 6.1mllW 1M South 
Iur..-.c • . ttow country ~ • ~' eI pWn. wNch on 1M ('(W'tt I,,",,, a 
F""J!'l'I'dlCUlar ddf about 120 fm high. NV\nI ..... ..n..d ~ """" 
.... t~ CObC , I .... ,th difficul ty found a pus 10 uc:md to tJw pIaan 
~.- TlUa pWn N • \'ft)' sterile a~ It . ('O\.erN ",th 
thorny bu~ •• dry aooung gnss. &; .... '"ilI for ~w f'l'IN.In nurtv 
...tn. to manlund It . U\ !lUI g~ fonNbon tNt 1M SlhN. W 
NtuDi MlI ' pAN 0«\1,-; n~"8 urunt"<biIteIy aftft' hNvy ran no trnh 
....... can be found 1M undstone so .abouNb .... -.th wh o lhiIt &11 
IIf"11'IP aN I.fW\'lubly \'rfY bncbsh. - Thr ~bOn from t.tw wnw 
cauw .uu.mn a ~ .ppNranct'; fume ~ many tortt 01 buahet 
toul .. 11 NI\ e fonntdabk' thorns ..... hich wouk! ~ to IdJ the Ilranfi" Rl>t 
10. miN IMw inhoip!la .. pbll\J. -

S" RI)(i(! with M' Stole. to the town of Patagones situated about 18 mill" 
ur th" owr, It WillS a pleasant ride, the road generally lying at the fOOl 
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of Ihe t loping cliff which fonns Northern bank of the greil t VIII ley of Ihe 
R Negro. I We passed the ruins of some fine Estancias, which II few 
ye,,.. 'Ince were destroyed by the Indians. They withstood levcr,1 
.UokU; . man prHenllt one gave me a \'('ry Iwely descnptK)n 335 of 
whAt I~ pLt«, - 1ne Spaniards had sufficient notice to dn\'e ,,11 1M 
alt~" hcorsH inlo the Corral which surrounded the house, " h~t'¥I· .. 
10 mounllOmf' sowU annon.- 1he indians "ere AnuanlAnJ from 
tM South 01 Club. 5e\-eril hundred in numbeT & h.lg.h!y dl§Ophrwd -
TM)' firsl.ppeirN In hIo"O bocties on a neighbounng hllls, Nlnn, Iht-~ 
dbomountl'd " tal.en off thear fur mantles, they ad\".llnced ",Led: to ttw 
ch.I~ , - Theoniy W$ponof~ lndWt isi \·~long tMmbooorChu .. 
(JrNmt'nltd Wllh Qt.lnch feathers ind pomled b)'. slwrp spe .. r twlkl 
M) uUonner~ to rnnember,,;th the greatest horror, thequlVft­
lngollhese ChuSolS ,IS they ipproached near. \Yhmclose, thcC.aq~ 
P'lncheri, h.1i1ed the besieged to give up thetr arms or he "ould cul .. U 
Ihelr thro.lls. As IhlS would probably have been tnc rHul1 of lhelr 
cntrance under anycircumstan~, the answer wasgl\len by a volley of 
mU'Ikclry . The Indians with great steadiness came 10 Ihc very ft!nce of 
Ihe Corrill. to Ihelrsurprise they found the posts fas tened logetht!rb)' 
iron nnlli in sle .. d of leathern thongs, & of course in vOlin nttempted to 
cut them wllh their knives. TIlis saved the lives of the Chrlstln ns: many 
of the Indian!! w~rc I:tlrricd away by their companions, &. I'It ln8t one of 
the under uciques being y,:ounded the bugle sounded It retreat rhey 
retired 10 their horses &: seemed to hold 3361. counCil oC war. - Thlt 
wu an awful pause for the Spaniards, as allthcltammunltion with IIv 
~phon of. few c.rtndges was expended. - In an Instilnt lhe Indlllru 
mounted lhelt horses & ~oped out of SIght. 

Anothrr atto\cl. ..... ·aJ shU shorter; ,I cool Frenchman maNged tM 8un, 
he ,topped Ilil the IndJans had approached \.try dow " then ra~fd 
tMlr Inw with srape ,hot. He thus I.lid Itwty rune of IMIn on thf 
pound Of c:ourw luch .. b&ow immedialely routed tM ..... -hc;.~ poIrt) _ 

'O"C" ... dw~nrtnn~ClYS ___ lfIttw ...... ..,....,.... 
'" ~ Oil~ ipftIft On du5 d.y hi' __ Rod.r. ltv ~ ,.-.. 
nJr •. t.AI.t 01 _. YftJ ""f."IdU~ muntrr 1ndiMr; ~ • "-" ... ....,. 
4IlHftnl aNy .... ~, ftOI:lO'~~_~ ~,......,... doilnMll 
partndp ... bird. canmon. Raw ~ F"~ wtth w.c:~ ~ 0.. cLIVI 
........ lNny_bInts 5ftDown~~lt4_.atldCD_ ~'~"r .. , 
'A~-ouInu4or'n 1M INIrgtft NM. -... th~ofr..:um.tJ,.m round ....... 

6"" & r" The town is built on the cliff which faces the river; many of Ihe 
house. are actually excavated in the Sandstone. The river 18 hereabout 
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four times as wide as the Severn at Shrewsbury & the stream rapid.­
the many islands, with their willow trees & the headlands one seen 
behind the other, forming the Northern boundary of the nat valley. 
fonn by the help of the rising sun a view almost picturesque.- The 
number of inhabitants is not great, there are many Indians & Spaniards 
of pure blood & a far less mixture of Ihe two races than is common in 
these countries. - The tribe of the Cacique Leucance constantly have 
their Toldos outside the town. - Government supports them by giving 
them all the old horses to eat. -they also work in making Horse-rugs, 
boots of the horses legs &c. What their character may have gained by 
lessening Iheir,3371 ferocity. is lost by their entire immorality. Some of 
the younger men are however improving; they are willing to labour, & 
the other day a party agreed to go on a sealing voyage & behiwed very 
wel1.- They were now enjoying the fruits of their Labour, by being 
dressed in very gay, clean clothes & being very idle. - The taste they 
show in their dress is admirable; if you could turn one of these young 
Indians intoa statue of bronze, the drapery would be perfectly graceful. 

,. Rode to the great Salina, which is worked for the exportation of its 
salt, it is situated about 15 miles up& 3 from the river. -allhis time it is 
nothing more than a large shallow lake of brine; but in sum mer it dries 
up& there is left a large fie ld of snow whitesalt.- Both on the banks of 
the river & on the edge of the Jake there were heaps of many hundred 
tuns ready for exportation . - The working time isas it were the harvest 
for Patagones, the whole population enca mps on Ihe bank of the river 
& every morning with the bullock waggons the men go to the lake to 
draw out Ihe sa il & fonn the Montes. There are other Salinas which are 
more distant & these are many leagues in circumference & the salt 
several feet thick, a quantity sufficienl to supply the world. Yet at M: 
Video they use English salt to make salted 3381 butter. (Nol~ in margin: 
On account of the salt petre.) So little do the inhabitants profit by the 
natural advantages of thei r country. I In a like manner wheat in the 
province of B: Ayres produces an immense percentage yet a great deal 
of nou r is im ported from North America. (Notl'in margin: On account of 
the Pohrillo or red blight.) Killing an animal & naying it does not give 
much trouble, & hides in consequence arc nearly the only produce 
which these indolent people care about.-

Many of the geological facts connected with this Sa lina are curious & 
I returned highly satisfied with my ride. _ 2 

'In Ihe 2nd (1845) edition of Ih" l<lUr.w af ~rchn pp.~. CD .... ~, Ins lu.rd on Ike 
inh~bll .. nts, ~nd e~pl.>,ncd lhe ,nf"nDnty of the loc.lwlt for the PUrpoM' 01 p~M"fV,"g 
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mnl u Ktu .. lly arisill8 frum iI~ ('~('C!;>"'e purity. He wn)I<', Thi, ",lllw fT")'SI~ll iLed III 
gre~1 cubft, Illd i, n,mMlably pu .... MT T...::nham Rreks hu kindly an.llyud IOItW for 
111", lod he find. In if only O.lbof gypsum and 0,22 of earlhy mall". II I, I 5lngulu f&<;1. 
Ih~I II don nut 1IO.'I'\'e MI "'eU for ptf"5CI"'';ng mc~I ;os "'I-... It fmm the c.pt' de V~ 
IWmb; Ind I merchalll II 8m:-nm Arm told 1M Ih~1 he ron§ldell'd II a, fifty per{Yflt 
lew ulluble. Tlw runty of the ral~gan ... n !;oo1lt, or .. bwnc" frum il of Iho5e otht'1 .. hnt 
bodin Nun.lin .. n", .. ·.., .. ,", ill' rheonly "§SI&,,,"bleCllu~ forlh,s ",{enonty .('OndUMln 
..-hkh 1"11) onf. Ith.mk. ... uulJ 1\I,'e susp«1N. but "hoch IS MlrPOtlt"d by tM f«t l.ll~ 
.ucnt.ained. thlt lhose ~IS aru"'n""best for prewn""!I;~~" hoch ronu.", tnfJoW oitlw 
ciebqUft(ffl1 d\1on<ies 
'CO ""TQI,,0n the road.n rue\. ~ndSlOM"'tum 111 ~ ronU.IMCakAn"OV' btd 4 Of 

51nl"tW!11hd Vide Ipmmm-1'&ht. poI'OU§: pt"TNps mlXh of 1M c.wa.mJUl fonNllOI'I 
.. bo~ TOKI bed; mk-nor (ew mortMjown its ong.n to 1M. bul I do not concn\~ Itwrt. 
suf/inmt for Ih" PU!"'pOW -
'"'lXh of tM !I;f .. ,?I ... h'Ie-.... ~ .as .. 1 r Pny ... It srru.:l me Ihil tM OII'SII' oi 1"-" 
ClIIc-~rrouJ matl" .. .as O>\-,nS to ~ rock being stretched ~I 1M bHto oi 1M AnJ". 
rumla~cnnglomef"Ie. 
The gruel hl"""",,, ,n pl.acn ('OfIu.,ns rona-etion'I ..... ymS from loW' 01 rltl to the "".ad (not 
rotted of ruu~l 01 1m.11l cryst .. lli5ed Gypsl'm tV Speamm); II I!I worW for burnlnllo 
whitl' .. ~,h the ..... U,. -
The ,f.,,,,1 bed mu~t "'"'e bHn formed II bottom of ~a (Ihe IlItenor .!>ell,,;.how Ih*-) ... 
"IRql'iU, wllh MIme Chemical action; thett h.llf ron(n:'huna'Y m.1"", of Morll ... 
nodule. of GYp$um .hll'" this,-' 
!.eeOown IlouKNIII"booll 14. ~ndCDllmf 1M V"!I'II,\'" P 1117. 

9'~ Somt:! months ago the government of B: Ayres St:!nt out an army, 
under the command of General Ro!'.as to extermina te the Indians.­
They nre now encamped on the Rio Colorado, in consequence the 
country is now very tolerably !'.afe from lndians.-the only donger is 
ml'Cting with a few stragglers; but a week since a man lost his whole 
troop of mares hut it was on the Southern shore of the river. - As the 
tkagle intended to touch at Bahia Blanca, I determined to passover land 
to that place.-

I made arrangements with a guide for a troop of horses, & M' Harris 
(of the httle Schooner) who was going to take a passage to BuenosAyret 
in the Beagle, agreed to accompany me.-

10'" The weather was bad, so would not stan: our party was Increased 
by five more Gauchos who were going on bUSiness to the Encamp­
ment. -every body seemed glad of companions in this desolate paS!­
age,- ,, 339: 

11111 We started early in the morning. bu t owing to some horses being 
stolen we were obliged to travel slow & accompany the Cargeroes or 
loaded horses. - The distance between Patagones & the p..1SS of the 
Colorado is 85 miles, & in all this distance there are only twospnngs of 
fresh waler.- They are calkod fresh, but even at this season were very 
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br,lcklsn; In summer this must be a very disagreeable p.1SMge; from the 
heavy rain of yesterday we were well off, for there were several .m;lH 
puddles In the waggon ruts. We passed several small5.llina. &t In the 
d"tlncethen~ wa. one which wasat least3or4leaguesin lensth ,The 
cuuntry tus one unhlersal appearance, brown W1th~ grau &- ~piny 
buahft; the~ a~ somedepress.om &: valleys.-

Shortly .ftfT ptiSlng the first spring we arne In 'Ight 01 the famous 
trft'. which lhe Inchans ~'enmc.-e as a God Itwlf. Of as the .alt4lr 01 
\".I!e«hu - It IS IhUltd on a high part 0( the pI.un ok hena II 41 

IAndrNTk VI !ble at a great dlStance.- As soon IS a tnbe ollndynt 
<1lII'Ot In ~gt1t Ihq' olfer then .Adorations by loud shouts. - 1M trt"C' 
Imtlf.s low 6: ml.k:h bnnched& thorny, justabcn'e the root il appAm'lt 
dloll.rMtrr I. J feet It .liIndt by Itself ""thout any IVIghbour. 6: "' •• 
md~ the first tree we met Wlth; aftetWilrds there werr other-. 01 the 
MrMlOf1, bul not common.- i340, Being winter the tree had noleaVft, 
but In their pt.ce were countless threads by which vanou.o{fc>nng' had 
been IUJlopended Cigars. bread, meat, p~ of doth &c &tc.-poor 
~ple only pulled a Ihread oul of their ponchos.- The Indians both 
pour spirit" malice inlO a hole & likewise smoke upwiUds, thinking 
thu. to Afford All possible gratification to Wallecchu, - Tu complete the 
Kenc the tr{.'C wall surrounded by the bleachl..'CI bones of horse» 
~I.1L18h l cfl.'(\ 1\5 IUIcrlfkes, All Indians of every age &: !Ie). make their 
llfferlngs. they then think that Iheir horses will not fire &: thai they shnll 
be protpt'rous . - In the limeof peace the Gauchos who told me this had 
tk'\'n witn('<i~ of the scene; Ihey used to wail till the Indian. p.lSsed on 
.tMn Ileal from Walll.'e(:hu their offerings. The CM;ucnoelhinLlhat the 
Irw~n consWer the tree Itself ~ a God; but II seems far more protNbk 
thai It h'.n .. liar The only cause which I om imagme for this c~, 

it 13 bt.,ng a I.1ndmark In a dangerous passage. - "The Stern de 1.1 
\"entana If vwbkat an lrnmt>rtSedislano!' &: a Gaucho told mf, lhlil he 
wa. ~ ncllng "'111'1 an lnd..,. a few mile to lhe North ollhe R. 
C"kvado wMn lhe I.1l1er began making the same notSe wruch lJ usual 
.1 the firlt ilght 01 the lree. &: putnng his hand totus head '" tMn In lhe 
dJ.n.o<1lOfl ollhe Sterra Upon being asked the reason ollhllihe lndJ.tn 
wid l41 In broLm Spanish "first ~ the< Siena" - Th~ IILewlw would 
Rondrr II probible ttut the unllty of a dtstant Iandm,uL as the firsl cause 
v( Itf adoration.-

About Iwo leOlgucs beyond this very curious treel we halted for the 
night . 1'1 thl ll Instanl an unfortunate cow WOlS spied by the Iym; eyed 
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Gauchos. Of( we set in chase,: &: in a few minutes she was dragged In 
by the Lazo &: slaughtered . - We here had Ihe four necessaries for b~ 
"ton el campo",-pasture for thto horSt"S,-waler (only a muddy pud­
dle) - meat - &: fire wood. The Gauchos were in high Spirits at findi"A 
all these luxunes, &: we soon set to wori..al the poorcow.- Thisw •• ~ 
firsl night whIch 1 passed under the open sky with the gear of ttw 
Recado for I bed .) There is high enjoyment in the independence of 1M 

Gaucho hfe, (1/1 "wrgin) to be able al any moment to pull up your honf 
and uy here we will pass the night. Thedeath· hke sttllness of the pWn. 
the dogs keeping watch, the gipsy.-group of Gauchos making tht"trbedt 
around the fire , has left m my mind a strongly marked ptCture of ttu. 
first nighl, which will not soon be forgotten . -

1 ~ by ttw ~ WIlr<h" II from dw IOWn ' 

'SpeUmJcorndItd from CO'l uwaI "m.a,' .. , th I dUterml Pft' 
'Tlw word . .. hoch 1oIIow .. ~~ from thor 1I\I.rp.I\ . • nd tlv~tmsM'l'l~-n... 
IS lush J»H IIv n1ght" ~ I ~~ one 

12'· The country continued Ihe same. - it is inhabited by very few livlns 
beings; the mOSI common is the hare or Agouti, there arc likewise IJOCM 

Ostriches &. Cuanaco. - We passed the second 342 well, the water of 
which is braci..ish , but I thini..chiefly with saltpetre. - We found a good 
place for sleeping, the water was however so scanty that we could not 

t.lke M.ntee before starting the next morning. - The Gauchos wtwn 
travelling only eat twice m the day, at nIght &: before daylight in ~ 
morning; by thiS means one fire serves for 24 hours; an obtect of sr­
consideration In many parts of this country. 

IJ III Ourdlstance was not more than 31easues from the R. Colorado; we 
soon left the desert sandslone plam &: came 10 one of turf, ""th ... 
flowers dover &: IIUl~ owls, the usual characteristic features 01 ttw 
Pampas. We passed a muddy swamp of considerable extent, whkh it 
OCCdslOnally overflowed by the Colorado. - It IS a Sahtrl1 INt III 
summer 15 encrusted with saltpetre &: hence is covered With the Mmf 

speoes of plants whKh grow on the sea beach.-
We then amved at Ihe Colorado. The pass IS about 9 leagues In a 

dll'ect hne from the mouth, but by water it is said to be not much '"' 
than 25. - Its wldth here is about 60 yards generally II must beOl'lCf' 
twlf af! wide as the Severn at Shrewsbury. The tortuou.s course of the 
nver is mari..ed by numerous willow tree-s &: beds of reeds. - We wen 
delayed crossing Itl the canoe by some immense troops of mares, wNdl 
were swimming the river in order to follow the march of a division gf 
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troops into the interior. Mares flesh i~ the only food of the soldiersl3431 
when thusemplo)'ed . This glVe5thcm it vcry great (acillty in movement; 
for lhe distance &: lenglh of time horst."5 C.ln be dnven over Ihese plains 
IS qwle surpnsmg. - I hoIn! been .lHUred an unl<»ded horse wtli tra\'e1 
100 miles for MIl"" days successl\-ely -

The encampment of General Rosa~ is close to Ihe nver; " IS square of 
3 or 400 )'ards, fonned by waggons. itrllikry. Siraw hut!; &:c:. - The 
soIdters are nearly all Cavalry. I belie\'e such Vl!lainous Bandllh-like 
Army was never before collected logether the greater number of men 
neo( a mixed raet>, between Negro. lndl.ln &: Sp<lniard: I know nollhe 
ruson. but men of such ongin 5Cldom have good expressions. - I 
Qlled on the Secretary to show my ptlssport; he began 10 crossquestion 
me ltI a most dignified &: mysterious manner. - By good luck I had a 
Witer of recofT'U1'lend.ltion from the Government of B. Ayres to the 
Commandante of Patagones. (Notl In IM'l,n - I am bound to express in 
the strongcsllenns my obhg.Jbon to the gO\'ernmenl of Buenos Ayres 
!('If the most obhgmg manner m ",tllch passports to all ptlrts of the 
rountry was gIVen me as Naluralist of the Beagle.) This was laken 10 

General Rosas, who sent me a very obliging message &: the St.'C:tetary 
returned all smiles &. graciousness.- We took up our residence in the 
Rancho or hovel of a cu rious old Spaniard. who had served with 
~"poIeon in the cxpedition against Russia -

14 The weather was mIserable &: I had nothIng 10 do: lhe surrounding 
country is .l swamp &: in (lA!amber) ~ummer O\'erflowed by the 
(,b.ldo. wlUch roIlects the snow w~teron the Cord~ras. - My chief 
.amusement was w.ltchmg the Indloln f.rrulJes as Ih~ ame to buy httle 
.uUcIes at the Rancho ~'hcre I stoud - It is ~~nd that General Rosas has 
Wout six hundred Indian .lIlies. - Theyet>rtamly were very numerous. 
The men arc.l tall c..;ceedtngly fine ra~; )'el II IS easy to see the same 
rountenance, rendered hideous by the cold. W.lnt of food &: less 
cwilaation. in the Fueg1iln savage - Some authors tn defintng the 
pnmary races of man hne sepu.ltcd these two classes oflnd1ilns. -but 
I Colnnot thm" thiS 15 COrrect - Amongst the young women. or ChiNS. 
ane deser\'ed to be Gliled even beautiful. their rum IS coarse but 
t'\C'l'eChngly bright &: black. they we.lr It In two plait!; hanging down to 
1M waiSl.- l1\ey h~ve a lugh colour &: eyes whICh glIsten with 
bnlbancy.- Their legs. feet &: .ann~ are s~1I &: el~nt1y formed.­
Round the wnst &: ande they wen broard bracelets of blue beads. 
\'othtng could be more mtef\.'Sting than some of the family groups.-
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Two or three Chinas (women) ride on one horse; a mother with her two 
daughters would thus often come to buy sugar &: Verba. _I They mount 
their horses with much delicacy; the horses have a bromd band round 
their necks. whKh reaches just below the chest; this they use as .II 

stirrup. but stand. when using it . even more in front of the horse than 
a man does. When on, they ride like a man, but with their knees tucked 
up much higher. - When travelling. the Chinas always ride the loaded 
horses, hence perhaps this habit. - Their duty is likewise to pack &: 
unpack the horses &: make the tents for the nighl;I345I they are in short. 
like the wives of all Savages useful slaves.- The men fighl. hunt, tau 
care of the horses &: make the riding gear: One of their chief in dOOR 
occupation is the continual knocking of two stones together, till they 
are both round . - The bolas or balls are very important weapons with 
the Indian; hecatches his game, &: his wild horses with them; in fighting 
his first attempt is to throw his adversaries horse, &: when entangled by 
the (;lit to kill him with the Chusa or long spear. - If the balls only catch 
thc neck or body of an animal, they are often carried away &: 1051. - A! 
the mere making of the stones round is the labour of two days, the 
manufacture of the bOills is the most usual employment of the Indians.­
Several o f the men &: women had their faces painted red , but I never 
saw the horizonta l b.1nds so common amongst the Fuegians. Once I 
saw a man with a little blue circle &: straight line leading from it beneath 
each eye: Their chief pride is having all their things made of silver. I 
have seen a Cadque with silver stirrups, spurs, head-gei"lr of sih'er 
chain, hi"lndle of knife &:c. &:c. -&: occassionally some silverornamenb 
in the hair.-

From presents of General Rosas, their clothing was generally doth. 
with some lillie fur.- They all had recado's, iron bits, &: stirrups. 
'nw .. "Of"d 'Y",.ba ~ 'h1C!rN' ill uHd In Spanish ferro·")' .... nd of herb 

ls* General Rosas' sent a message, that he shou ld be glad to see me, 
before J sliUted, by this means I lost a day, but subsequently his 
acquaintance was of the greatest utility.13461 General Rosas isa manol 
an extraordinary character; he has at present a most predominant 
influence in this coun try &: probably may end by beingils ruler.- He is 
said to be owner of 74 square leagues of country &: has about thm 
hundred thousand (3l1le.- His Estancias are admirably managed. 6: 
are far more produchve of com than any others in the country. Hefint 
gained his celebrity by his laws for his own Estancia &: by disciplininl 
several hundred workmen or Peons, so as to resist all theattacksofthe 
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Indians.- He is moreover a perfect Gaucho:-his feats of horseman­
ship are very notorious; he will fan from a doorway upon an unbroken 
colt as it rushes out of the Corral, & will defy the worst efforts of the 
.lnimal. He wears the Gaucho dress & is said to have called upon Lord 
Ponsonbf in it; saying at the same time he thought the costume of the 
country, the proper & therefore most respectful dress.- By these 
means he has obtained an unbounded popularity in the Camp, and In 

consequence despotic powers.- A man a short time since murdered 
another; being arrested [&1 questioned, he answered, "the man spoke 
disn.'Spectfully of General Rosas &: I killed him"; in one weeks time the 
murderer was at liberty. - In conversation he is enthusiastic, sensible 
&: very grave. - His gravity is carried to a high pitch. I heard one of his 
mad buffoons (for he keeps two hke the Barons of old) relate the 
following anecdote. I wanted very much to hear al347. piece of music, 
50 I went to the General two or three times to ask him, he said to me, 
"go about your business for 1 am engaged".- " I went again"; "he said, 
If you come again I will punish you". - A fifth time 1 asked him &: he 
laughed. - ! rushed out of the tent, but it was too late; he ordered two 
soldiers to catch &: stake me. I begged by all the Saints in Heaven he 
would let me off; but it would not do.- When the General laughs he 
never spares mad man or sound man." - The poor flighty gentleman 
looked quile dolorous at the very recollection of the Slaking. - This is a 
\'ery severe punishment; four posts are driven into the ground, &: the 
man is extended by his aImS &: legs horizontally, &: there left to stretch 
for several hours.-the idea is evidently taken from the usual method 
of drying hides. My interview passed away without a smIle &: I obtained 
what! wanted, a passport and order for the government post horses, & 
this hc gave me in the most obliging and ready manner.- When 
Gener .. l Rosas, somc months since, left B Ayres with his army, he 
struck in a direct line across the unknown country, &: in his march left 
at wide intervals a posta of 5 men with a small troop of horses, so as to 
be able to send expresses to the c..pital.- By these! travelled to Bahia 
Blanca &: ultimately to Buenos Ayres.- I was altogether pleased with 
my interview with the terrible General. He is worth seeing. as being 
decidedly the most prominent character in S. America. - 13481 
'Grnn-at J\lIOn M.1On.m dor Ros;a$ wu .. Clttle l1Inc:hn who KO-ed u Gco.·nnorci ~ 
""" in 1829-32.nd 1&»-.52. From 111JJ 10 1835 ht comrnanodN.II "i~am~i8n 01 
ftlftTn;nalion .. ~insll ..... tndo.ons in oroer IOpn ~ lemlory.ln 1852 ht""'.IIsdq>OSed 
!rom poo..ft' .. 0ida10f' of Argmllna, and rcti~ 10 S""'.1Oythhng in H.1Ompsturr 
:lord rOfltonby .. ., BntiSh MlI\ISler In ~I'IO$ ~ from 182610 1828 
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1611t Started early in the morning. M' Harris did not accompany me as he 
was not quite weU, &. I was anxious to arrh'c at Bahia Blanca, not 
knowing when the ship would be there. We passed the Toldos of the 
Indians, which are without the regular encampmcnt. - They are little 
round ovens covt'red with hidt's, with the tapering Chusa stuck in the 
ground by its entrance. - They were divided into separate groups. 
which belonged to the differen t Cadque's tribes, &. each grou p of huts 
were divided into smaller ones, apparently according to the relation­
ship of the owners. - The first Posta lay along the course of the 
Colorado.-the diluvial plains on the side appeared fertile &. it is.sald 
are well adapted for the growth of com; the advantage of having 
willows trees will be very great for the Estandas which General Rosas 
in tends making here. - This warof extermination, although carried on 
with the most shocking barbarity, will certainly produce great benefits; 
it will at once throw open four or 500 miles in length of fine country for 
the produce of cattle.-

From the 2nd to 3'" Posta began the grand geological formation , which 
I believe continues thc same to St Fe. a distance of at Icas t 600 miles.­
The country had a differcnt appearance from that South of the Col· 
orildo: there were ma ny different plants &. grasst.'S &. not nearly so man)' 
spiny bushes, &. these gradually became less frequent; untilt a little to 
the North there is not a bush . - The plain is level &. of a uniform 
brownish appearance; it is intt'rrupted l3491 by nothing, till about 25 
miles North of the river, with a belt of red dunes stretching as far as the 
eye reaches to the East &. West.- These are invaluable in the countf?-, 
for resting on the day thelyl cause small lakes In the hollows &. thu~ 
supply that most rarc article, fresh water. The extreme value of depres­
sions &. elevations in the land is not often reflected on.-the two 
miserable springs in the long passage bt!tween the Rios Nigro , 
Colorado are fonnt.-'d by two trifling inequalities in the plain. without 
which there absolutely would be none &. of course boring would bt­
quite unsuccessful. - The belt of sand hills is about eight miles wide, on 
the Northern edge the fourth Posta is si tuated; as it was evening &: the 
fresh horses ..... ere dista nt we determint.-'d to pass the night here.-

The house is [It the base of a ridge between one &: two hundred feet 
high, a most remarkable phenomenon in this country-from this ridgf 
there was an excellent view of the Sierra Ventana , stretching across tht 
country &. not appearing as at Bahia Blanca as a solitary mountain.­
This posta was commanded by a Negro Ueutenant born in Africa &: to 

his credit be it said there was not a Rancho bet ..... een the Colorado&: 8. 
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R"utrt of CD'. eight prindpallnland expeditions, as drawn for Nor. B.lrlow'l 
1933edltion of~ 'Btaglt' !)wry 
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Ayres in nearly such neat order. He had a little room for strangers &: a 
small Corral for the horses. all made of shc\r.s &: reeds . He had dug ill 
ditch round the house. as a defence in case of being allacledi it would 
however be poor on~ if the Indians were to come. - HIs only comfort 
appeared to be that he would sell his hfe dear. ,3501 Somcshort time ago. 
a body of Indians had travellt.>d past his house in the OIght .IUthey had 
been aware o( the Posta our black friend &: his four soldiers would 
assuredly hne been .. laughtered. - I did not anywhere meet a more­
obhglng man than thIS Negro; It was therefore the more palnfullo~ 
that he would not Sit down and cat with us.-
I FoIlo" 'ed by 1M df"lrtt'd words · ... h>eh t5 thetr UStW hnw 

,rt In the morning he scnt for the horses very early &: we started for 
another exhilarating g.lllop. - We passed the Cabeza del 8uey. an old 
name given to the head of a large marsh which extends from Bahi.l 
Blanca . Here we changed hor.;cs &: passed through some leagues 0( 

swamps &: saltpetre marshes; Changing horses for the last lime. ¥It' 

again began wading through the mud . - My animal (ell &: I was well 
souzed in black mire, a very disagr~able accident, whcn one does not 
possess a change of clothes.- Some miles from the Fort we met a man 
who told us that a sreat gun had been fired, which is a signal that 
Indians are near. - We immediately left the road &: followed the edge 
of a marsh, which when chaced, offers the best mode of escape; wr 
were glad to am\·c within the walls, when we found all this alann "a~ 
about nothing, for the Indians tumed out to be fnendly ones, who 
wished 10 join General Rosas.-

SUllday 1~ The Beagle had not arrived. - I had nothing to do, nodeiiln 
clothes, no boou, nobody 10 talk with .- I envied the very kittens 
playing on the floor . - I was howe\'erluckyina hospllabierecePtJon~· 
Don Pablo, a fnend of Harris. - 351 

J9'" J wasaOXlOUS to see If the Beagle was In thc mouthofthc Bay.-lbt 
Commandante lenl mt>a soldier as guide & two horscs; on Ihe road WI.' 
picled up two more; yet they wt>re all such miscrablI.' horses. that orw 
was left bchmd &: the thrceothers could hardly reach AnchorSlock hill. 
a dIStance of about 25 miles. where the Ship waters . My gUide two 
months ago had a wonderful escape. he was out hunting With ho·o 
companions, only a few leagues from the fori -when a party of 
Indlilns appeared, they balled the other two men &: lulled thcm. - ~. 
then balled hiS horsc, he Jumped off &: with his lmfe liberated tM 
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horses legs. Whilst doing this he was obliged to dodge behind his horse 
& thus received two bad Chusa wounds. - Scizing an opportunity, he 
sprung on his horse, & could just manage to keep ahead of the ChUS<1S 
till within sight of the Fort, when Ihe Indians gaw up the chace. - From 
that time, there was an order against any individual leaving the fort.­
I did not know all this till near the coast, & had been surprised to see 
how ea rnestly my guide watched a deer which appeared to have been 
frighte ned from some other quarter. -

After two hours resl, & not seeing the Beagle, we made an attempt to 
return; bu t only could manage Iwo or three leagues & even then left a 
horse behind. - In the morning we had caught an Armadillo, which 
was bu t a poor breakfast & dinner for two men. - Where we slept at 
night the whole ground was th icklyi352i encrusted with saltpetre & of 
course no wa ler.-

lrl' The next morning with nothing to eat or drink we started; the horses 
could hardly walk; at las t that of the Gaucho was quite tired, & as a 
GJucho cannot walk, I gave up my horse & took to my feet . - The sun 
was very hot & about noon the dogs killed a kid which we roasted & I 
eat some, wh ich made me intolerably thirsty. The road was full of lit lie 
puddles from some recenl rain, yet every drop quite undrinkable. - AI 
last I cou ld walk no more, & was obliged to moun! my horse, which was 
dreadful inhumanity as his back was quite raw . - I had scarcely been 20 
hours without wa ter & only part of thc time wilh a hot sun; yet my thirst 
rendered me very weak. - How travellers manage to live in Africa I do 
not understand.- Although I must confess my guide d id not suffer at 
all & was astonished that one days deprivation should be so trouble­
some to me. - I do nol know whether the poor horse or myself were 
most glad to arrive al thc Fort. -

21 '" Bought a fine powerful young horse fo r 4£ .. 10' & rode about the 
neighbouring plains .-

ll..l So tired of doing nothing, I hired the same guide & started fo r Punta 
Alta, which is not so distant & commands a good view of the harbor.­
I went this time better provided with bread &: meat &: horns with waler 
&: made up my mind to sleep there so as not to fatigue the horses. When 
not very far from our destination , the Gaucho spied 3 people on 
horse-back hunting. He immediatclyi353i dismoun ted & watched them 
intently. - He said they doni ride like Christians &: nobody can leave 
the Fort . The three hunters joined company, & dismounted also from 

Rl m I 1\ r~ \1 p , lin 



176 PATAGONES TO B. AYRES AUGUST 1833 

their horses, at last one mounted again & rode over the hill out of 
sight. - The Gaucho said, "We must no ..... gel on our horses, load your 
pistol" & he looked to his sword. - I asked are they lndians. - Quien 
Sabe? (who knows?), if they are no more than three it does not 
signify. - It then struck me that the one man had gone over the hill to 
fetch the rest of his tribe; I suggested this; but all the answer I could 
extort was, Quien sabe? - His head & eye never for a minute ceased 
scanning slowly the whole horizon. - I thought his uncommon cool­
ness rather too good a joke; & asked him why he did not return home. 
I was startled when he answered: "We are returning, only near to a 
swamp, into which we can gallop the horses as far as they can go & then 
trust toourown legs. - So that there is nodanger". - I did not feel quite 
so confident of this & wanted to increase our pace.- He said, no, not 
until they do.- When any little inequality concealed us, we galloped, 
but when in sight, continued walking. - At last we reached a valley, & 
turning to the left galloped quickly to the foot of a hill, he gave me his 
horse to hold, made the dogs lie down, & crawled on his hands & knees 
to reconnoitre.- He remained in thisl3541 position for some time & at 
last, bursting Ou l in laughter, exclaimed: "Mugeres" (women). He 
knew them to be the wife & sister in law of the Majors son, hunting for 
Ostriches eggs. - I have described the mans conduct because he acted 
under the full impression they were Indians. As soon however as the 
absurd mistake ..... as found out, he gave me a hundred reasons why they 
could not have been Indians; but all these were forgotten at the time.­
After this we proceeded on to Punta Alta and ate our dinner in peace & 
quietness.- Punta alta is the place where I found so many bones last 
year. - 1 employed the evening in seeking for more & marking the 
places.- There was a beau tiful sunset & everything was deliciously 
quiet & still. - But the appearances were false; an hour after being in 
bed, very heavy rain began, but I slept through it & was very little 
wet.- t 

I A long and dQ54.'ly argued pod'etbook entry for thIs day oondudl'5 as follow5: 'My 
"ltl'fition in vle"'ofCrologicil natuNof P. Alta I$owmg to more extended knowledgeof 
country; .1 IS pnnClp.<lly Instruct"'e In showing that the bones nccess3rily were not 
C"Ol'Xi.tent WIth pre5<'nt sh .. ll., though old shells: theyenst at M: Herm05oO, pebbles from 
thO' b..ds of which OCCUr in the graveL The,...fore such bon0'5, if same as th~ at M. 
Hcnn~ must be anterior 10 pr~t shells: How much so, Qu;en Saber See Down 
Hou5<' Notebook 1. 14, and (Da"d 1M V"y"8'" p. 19-1. 

This WiS not CD" 5 fmal ronclusion on the goology of Patagonia and the fOSSils at l'untl 
Alta, which was summarized in the 10000rnaJ of R~rcMs pp. 201-12. and had changed 
again in thl:> 1845 edItion (pp. 81-9) whe~ he " 'rote that 'gigantic qu~dn.tpeds, more 
different from those of the pre5ent day than thl:> oldest of the ll'Ttiary quadrupeds of 
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Eun.!pl'. hved " 'h,111 Ihe 50'01 wu propli'd wilh mUljI (If liS prne"lll\habil .. "Is; .nd we 
Iw\~ confimted l/wl n'm.;orLlbk "' ... Ml (It"1~'TI iflSllled OTI by Mr lyell. Nmely, Ih.llihe 
«loog~'lIy (If Ih .. species "' Ihe m.1mmilba 's upon lhe ... I"l0l,,, inferIOr Iu lho' of Ihe 
I"'S~~ .·' 

23'~ In the morning the rain did not cease, so weslarted on ourrelurn.­
In our path we saw a fresh track of a Lion & commenced an unsuccessful 
chace: the dogs seemed to know what we were about & were not eager 
to find the beast.-

In these plains a very curious animal, the Zorilla or Skunk, is 
sufficiently common. - Its habits resemble those of fitchet, but it is 
larger & the body much thicker in proportion.- Conscious of its 
power. it roams about the open camp by day & fears neither dogs or 
men.-if a dug is encouraged to attack one.-the fetid oil, which is 
ejected makes him instantly very l3551 sick & run at the nose.- Clothes 
once touched are fur ever useless. - Every other animal makes room for 
the Zorilla.-

On my return found my fellow traveller Harris arrived from the R. 
Colorado. A few days previously news had come that the Indians had 
murdered every soul in one of the Postas. - It was suspected that 
Semantio's tribe, the same which the other day stopped here on the 
road to join Gener.ll Rosas weretheperpetralors. - Harrisin fonned us, 
Ihal1l few miles from the Colorado he met these Ind ians, & Ihal at the 
same instant an officer arrived bearing the following summary meso 
sage, ~ Ihal if Bemantio fai led to bring the heads of the murderers, it 
should be his bitterest day for not one of his tribe should be left in the 
Pampas" .-

14'" The Ship was seen; ils figure curiously altered by the refraction over 
the widely extend(.,(! mud banks. 

SUllday 25'" Rode down 10 the creek: but there was too much wind for il 
boat to leave Iheship. - In theeveningCommandante Miranda arrived 
with 300 men; with orders to accompany Semantios tribe & examin~ 
the "rastro" or Irack of the murderers.- If the latter was guilty. the 
whole tribe was to be massacnod. if nol to follow Ihe rastro even if it led 
them to Chili. - Many of Mirandas troops were Indians; nothing could 
be more wild or s.1Vag~ than th~ scene of their bh·ouaccing. - Some of 
them drank the wann, steaming blood of the beasts which were 
slaughtered for supper.- 1356IWe subsequently heard Ihat the rastra 
proved Bemantio to be guil tless. The Indians had escaped directly into 
the great plains or Pampas. & for some reason could nol be pursued.­
One glance at Ih~ Rastro lells toone of these people a whole history.-
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Supposing they examine the track of about a thousand horses, they will 
at once know, by the canter, how many men were with them. -by the 
depth of the impression , how many loaded horses; by the regularity of 
the footstep how far tired; by the manner in which the food is cooked 
whether the Indians were travelling very fast; by the general appear­
ance of the rastro how old it is. - They consider one of 10 days or a 
fortnight old quite recent enough to be hunted out. - We also heard 
that Miranda started from the West end of the Sierra Ventana ina direct 
line to the Island of Churichoel; situated 70 leagues up the Rio Negro.­
This is a distance of 2 or 300 miles & through a country entirely 
unknown. What other troops in the world are so independent? With 
the sun for their guide, mares-flesh for food, & the Recado's for beds, 
as long as there is water, these men would penetrate to the worlds 
end. -

26111 A boat with M' Chaffers arrived from the ship, we waited till the 
evening for a cow to be killed, to take fresh meat on board. We did not 
start till late, but the night was beautiful & calm.- The ship had moved 
her berth, & we had a long hunt after her, at last arrived on board at I 
after one oclock . - 13571 

27111 Whole day consumed in telling my travellers tales. 

28111 Actively employed in arranging things, in order to start to Buenos 
Ayres by land. - the feeling of excitement quite delightful after the 
indolence of the week spent at the fori of Bahia Blanca.-

29'iI After dinner the Yawl started on a surveying cruize. 1 went in her. 
We slept at Punta Alta & J commenced a successful bone hunt; Leaving 
my servant & another man to continue their labours.-

301
1! We the next morning set oul for Fort; but did not arrive Ihere till 9 

oclock at night. 

31" My guide or Vacciano not having come, I rode to Punta Alta, in 
order to superintend the excavation of the bones. - It is a quiet retired 
spot & the weather beautiful; the very quietness is allllost sublime, even 
in the midst of mud banks & gulls, sand hillocks & solitary Vultures. 

September 1<1 Returned in the evening. During the last week the weather 
has been very hot & dry; in consequence of this all the pools & shallow 
lakes, which before contained saline water, now presented a level plain 
of salt-petre, as white as snow. - This resemblance was the more 
complete from the edges of the pools appearing like drift heaps.-

2>/J Nothing to be done. 
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r Harris & M' Rowlett went to the Creek. from thence in the Yawl on 
board. - in the road they would pick up my servant & the bones. -11358. 
'Sm. COVU\&ton, OI'ipn.&Uy 1'idd~.and boy to tlv I'oop c.bt.n' • tud bftn appGm~ by 
fitzRoy asCO'IKfV;IImOfl22 Moly 18JJ ,_~ 1:311-15), lhough .... _tht 
~ CD appr<lB aln!oldy 10 h; ... ~ aMUmrd ICJIM rnpoNIbd,ty foe- dothi,,! tum, I.'tdt 
not. '1Iladr. duck - CCMngton Troullft1l' in Down Houw Nolebooio. 1 14 (11ft CD.nd lilt 
~'¥.fI' p- 169}. 11~ M'IVJKl CD IS I KrN'fill.manurns" until18Jlil, when he rmignlled 10 
AU51 .. 1i • • Of him CO wrot~ toCall1t'rine o"rwin 'My "'lVanl isan odd sort of p!:'r1On; I 
60 not ~ much hle him; ootlw il, pnh.ops from hi5 ~ oddlly, very wrll...u~ed 1<;> 
.til my purposH.' Ste C~ 1: J9Z. 

f"-7'" These four days were lost in miserable ennui. A man. whom I had 
engaged to be my Vacciano, disappointed me & ultimately at some risk 
&c much trouble I hired another, - My only amusement was reading a 
Spanish edition published at Barcelona of the trial of Queen Caroline!­
Mnreover I heard many curious anecdotes respecting the Indians.­
The whole place was under great excitement, there were continual 
reports of victories &c, - A prisoner Cacique had given information of 
some Indians at the small Salinas. - On the 5111 a partyof a hundred men 
weresentagainsllhem. - These Salinas only lie a few leagues out of the 
road between the Colorado & Bahia Blanca. The Chasca (or express) 
who brought this intelligence, was a very intelligent man & gave mean 
account of the last b.1ulc, al which he was present. - Some Indillns, 
t.lken previously, gave information of a lribe North of the Colorado. 
Two hundred soldiers were sent.- They Arst discovered the Indians. 
by the dust of their horses, in a wild mountainous CQuntry, - My 
mformer thoughlthey were half as hIgh as the Sierra Ventlna, therefore 
between 1 & 2000 feet hlgh . - The Andes were dearly in sight, so that 
it must have been very far in the interior. - The Indians wereaboutl12, 
women & childer & men, in numbcr.- They were nearly all taken or 
lolled, very few escaped. (Naif hI margin: Only one Christian was 
wounded .) 

The Indians are now so terrified that they offer no resistance in body; 
but each escapes as well as hel359 can, neglecting even his wife & 
children. - The soldiers pursue &r: sabre every man. - like wild animals 
however they fight to the last instant.- One Indian nearly cut offwilh 
his teeth the thumb of a soldier, allowing his own eye to be nearly 
pushed out of the socket. - Another who was wounded, pretended 
dealh with a knife under his deal, ready 10 strike the first who 
ilpproached. My informer said, that when he was pursuing an lndian. 
the man cried out ~Companb-o (friend) do not kill me, ~ at the same hme 
wilScovertly loosening the balls from round his body, meaning tawhirl 
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them round h15 head & so stnke hi~ adversary. "I however struck hIm 
with my sabre toground , thengotoffmy hOr5C&cut hl~throat." - nus 
is a dark picture: but how much more shockmg 15 the unquesttonable 
fuct, that all the women who appear above twenty years old, a~ 
ma.c;sacred in cold blood. - I \'entured lohinl, that thIs appeared rilther 
inhuman. He answered me, "Why whalcan be dune, theybrced so,"­
Every one here IS fully convinced that Ihls IS the Justest war, because It 
is against Barbarians. Who would believe in thiS age in a Christian. 
civilin'CI country that such atrocities were commiuedl- The children 
of the Indians are ~ • .wed, to be sold or given away as a "ind of slavc, for 
as long a ttmcl360, as the owner can deceive them. - But I beheve in thiS 
respect there is tittle to complain of.- In the battle four men ran awa~' 
together, they were pursued , one WilS killed , the other three were 
caught . - They turned out to be Chascas (messengers or embass..ldors) 
of the Indians.- The Indians were on the point of holding a grand 
council, the feast of mares flesh WilS ready & the dance prepared. In the 
morning the Chaseas were to return to the Corditteras, where there is. 
grcat union of the Indians & from whence they wcreseot. - They were 
remar\....lbly fine young tnen. very fiJiT. & above 6 feet high, all of them 
under 30 yeMs old. - The three surviving ones of course possessed 
very villuilble information , to exturt thi .; they were placed in a line.­
The two fi rst bei ng questioned; answered, "No StY', (I do not know), &: 
were one after the other shot.- The third a lso sa id "No~" adding, 
"fire, I am a mall & can die". - What noble patriots, nota syl lable would 
they breathe to injure the united cause of their country! The conduct of 
the Cacique has been very different; his life will perhaps be spa red, &: 
he has confessed nil. the plans; & betrayed thl,.· point of union in tht 
Ande:.. It I:' sa id there arealready six or scwn hundr ... -d together&. that 
there will be in Summer time twice that number. - Emb.1s5.1dors were 
to have been sent from this tribe to the Indians at the small S.,linas near 
Bahia Blanca, whom I mentiorn.'CI that this same 3611 Cacique had 
betrayed, The communication therefore e).tends from the Cordillera to 
the East coast. - General Rosas's plan is to "!II all stragglers &. Ihus 
dnve the rcslloa common pomt.- In the summer, with the assistance 
of the Chlliilns, they are to be attackl'CI in a body, and this operiltlon 15 
to be repeated for thn."C successive years. - J imagine the summer 15 
chosen as the lime for the main atl.lck, because the plams are then 
without ""ater, «the Indians can only triwel In particulardlrecllons,­
The escape of thc Indians to the South of the Rio Negro, where In such 
a vasl unknown country they would be safe, is prevented by a lrea" 

il ~i\lPr ,P r rml ~I n l 



1833 SEPTEMBER I'ATACONE5 TO II . AYRES t81 

with the Tehuelches to this effect. -that Rosas pays them 50 much to 
slaughter every Indian who passes to the South of the nver. -but if they 
fail in doing this. lhey themselves shall be e'l(temunated. - The war is 
chiefly again5tthe Indians ncar the Cordillera; for many of the tribes on 
thiS Eastern side arc fighting with Rosas. The general however, like 
Lord Chesterfield. thinking that hiS friends may in a future day become 
his enemies. always places them in the front ranks, so that their 
numbers may be Ihinned . - !flhis warfare is successful. that is if all the 
Indians are butchered. a grand e>..tent of country will be gained for the 
production of cattle: &- the vallies of the R. Negro. Colorado, Sauce will 
be most productive in corn . I The country j362j will be in the hands of 
white Gaucho savages instead of copper-colourcd Indians. The fonner 
being a litt le superior in civilization. as they are inferior in every moral 
\irtue. -

By the above victory. a good many horses were I'\.'COvel'\.'CI . which had 
been stolen from B. Blanca .2 Amongst the captive gtrls. were two very 
pretty Spanish ones. who had been taken by the Indians very young &­
now could only speak the Indian language. From their account. they 
must have come from Salta. a distance in a straight line of nearly one 
thousand miles. This gives one a grand idea of the immense terri tory 
over which Ihe Indians can roam. - Great as il is. in a nother half 
century I think there will not be a wild Indian in the Pampas North of 
the Rio Negro. - The warfare is too bloody to last; The Christians killing 
every Indian, &- the Indians doing the same by the Christians.) 

I also heard some account of an engagement which took place, a few 
weeks previously 10 the one mentioned, at Chunchoel . - This is an 
island 70 leagues up the R. Negro &- very important as being a pass for 
horses. - A division of Ihe army has at pl'\.'SCnt its head quarters thert'; 
when they first arrived , they found a tribe of Indians &- killed between 
twenty &- thirty men. The Cadque escaped in a manner which 
.stonished every one. - The chief Indians always have one or two 
picked horses, which they keep ready for any urgent occasion. On one 
of these, an old white horse, Ihe Cacique sprung I .. king with him his 
Il ltie son; the horc;e.1631 had neither saddle or bridle; 10 avoid Ihe shots, 
Ihe Indian rode In the peculiar method of his nation namely an arm 
round the horSt.'S neck&-one leg only on the back; thus hangmgon one 
side, he was seen paltmg the horses head & talking to him. - The 
pursuers urged every effort in the chase; the Commandanle three times 
changed his horse. - But all would not do. - The old Indian father with 
his son escaped &: wer~ free . - What a fine picture can one form in ones 
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mmd;,- the naked bronze like figure of the old Indian WIth his hltle 
boy. riding lil.e a Mazeppa on the white horse, thus leaving farbehmd 
the host of his pursuers.-

I saw one day a soldier striking flr~ WIth a pic«> of flint ; which I 
immediately recognized as having been a part of the head of an 
arrow.- He told me it was found near the island ofChurichoet, &: that 
they were frequently picked up there. - It was between two &: three 
inchl'S long, &: therefore twice as largeas those used in Tierra del Fuego; 
It was made of opake cream-coloured flint, but the point &: barbs had 
been mtentionally broken off. It is well known that no Pampas Indians 
now use bows & arrow:;; I believe a small tribe in Banda Orient.l! must 
be excepted, but they arc widely separated from the P.lmp.ls Indians& 
borderc1ose to those tnbes which inhabIt the forest &: live on foot.- It 
appears therefore to me that these heads of arrows are anHquaridn 
relics of the Indiansl364 before the great changes in habit consequent 
on the introduction of horses into South America. This &: the im'enhon 
of catching animals with the balls would certainly render the use of 
arrows in an open country quite superfluous, - In N: America bones of 
horses have been found in close proximity to those of the Mastodon; 
and I at 5t Fe Bajada found a horses tooth in the same b..lnk with parts 
of a Mcgathcrium;· if it had not been a 11Orsf"S tooth, 1 ncvershou!d ha\"t' 
for an instant doubted its being coeval with the Megathcrium. - Yet the 
change of habIts, proved by the frequency of the aITOW heads, con, 
vinces me that the horse was not an original inhabitant.-
I ThIll !M'nl~nc~ has bt-cn m.rl('d In ~nclilo ~ dfl",11.'d 
lTh~1"\' ~I"\' m.rks in the ""'.-gm suggHhng 11\.11 In in)t'rt Slucl In ~llhil po!nl h.is l>Hn 

"" ' in I~ lownNll of Rts.-P,don P 121. CDoldds ~t thIS poon' ·s.nn·IoI'~\'lI\gSoulh Amenc .. ~ 
n..,.~ ~ .. rd INI thl~ .... r of e>.1~",,,natlOn romplf"1~I\' f.dl'd 
'So~ tN> t-ooow·.lnoth ... ~~ found bY CO II 51 h &.~ onl\, on 10 Octobcr<_ o.:,..-n 
liouw Notebook I 14. ind CD.tId,lot \''''''S''"P 210). thIS p.lsug~ mu~ Nnbtom"'ntlm 
~t1e~~1 ("I' ".I'I'l.~ ~ftl'r I~ ~'~nlsdncribrd 

StmdayS'· Havinga! last obtainoo a Vacciano& passport forgovemment 
horses from General Rosas, I started for Buenos Ayres. - The distance 
is about 400 miles.- The weather was favourable , but remarkabl~' 
hazy; I thought it the forerunner of a gale, but the Gauchos tell me it ~ 
the smoke from the camp at some great dIstance being on fire.- Totlw 
first Posta 4 leagues, the plain without any busht."'S but varied by 
vallics.- The 2nd Posta is on the R Sauce, a deep, rapid hltle river, not 
above 25 feet wide. It is quite impassable here & the whole dIstance to 
the sea, & fomlS by lhis means a useful barrier against the Indian~. 
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Where Ihe ro .. ,d cro!'l!'lec; ii, aboul a league furlherup, Ihe walerdoes not 
reach to the horses belly. The Jesuit Falkner, whose information, drawn 
from Ihe Indians, is generally so very correct 3651 in his map, makes ita 
greal river arising in the Andes.- I think he is right. - for the soldiers 
say. Ihat in Ihe middle of summer, there are floods, at the same time 
wilh Ihe Colorado; if so il is dear Ihere must be a channel for Ihe snow 
water, although it is probably dry during the greater part of the year.­
The valley of Ihe Sauce, appears very fertile, it is about a mile wide, 
there are large tracts of a wild Turnip much resembling the Europa!an, 
they are good to eat but rather acrid.-

I arrived here in the afternoon, & getting fresh horses &- a guide 
started for the Sierra de Ia Ventana. - The distance was about 61eagues, 
&- the ride interesting. as the mountain began 10 show its true form. - I 
do not think Nature ever made a more solitary desolate looking 
mountain; it well deserves the name of Hurtado or separated.-its 
height, calcula ted by angular measurement from the ship, is between 3 
&- 4000 feet.-it is very steep, rough &- broken.- It is so completely 
destitute of ailirecs, that we were unable to find even a stick to stretch 
oul the meat for roasting, our fire being made of dry thistle sta lks. - The 
strangene!'ls of its appearance chiefly is caused by its abrupt rise from 
the sea-like plnin, which not only comes up to the foot of the mountain, 
but scp:lrnles the parallel ridges or chains. - The uniformityl3661 of the 
colouring gives extreme quietness to the view. - The whitish-grey of 
the quarlL rock &- the light brown colour o f the withered grass of the 
plain is unbroken by Ihe brighter tints of a single bush. - When we 
arrived at Ihe fool of the main chain, we had much difficulty in finding 
water; &: were afraid we shou ld pass the night without any; it seems 
that all the streamlets, after flowing a few hundred yards in Ihe plain 
bury themselves; at last we found some, it was then growing dark &- we 
btVouacced for the nighl.-

The nighl was very dear &- cold, the dew, which in the early part 
wetted the yergas l of the Recado, was in the morning icc. - The waler 
in the kettle wasalsoa solid block.- The place where we slept could not 
I think have been more than 700 feet above level of the sea, so that I 
suppose Ihe neighbourhead of the mountain caused this unusual 
degree of cold. - The highest part of the Sierra is composed of four 
peaks in a gradually lowering o rder.- The two highest of these can 
alone be seen from Bahia Blanca. - To this part a ridge or saddle back 
appears 10 join. - our halting place was at the foot of this.-

l'he )'erl\.l~ l~ Ih" 1.>1.",k,,1 "f f"h "r COil,."... dOlh placed under the g.'Iucho·, $addle. 
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9'" In the morning the guide told me to ascend the ridge & that I coukl 
walk along Its edge to the \'ery summit . - The cllmbmg up such \~. 
rough rocks was fatiguing; the sKIes are so indented that what IS gained 
In one five mlnutt'S IS often lost in the ne:\.t . At last when I reached 1M 

sumuut of the ridge, my 367 disappointment was great 10 find • 
precipiiOUS valley, as deep as the plaIR, separating me from the fow 
peaks. - This valley is very narrow & the Sides steep; It forms a fine 
horse pass, as the bottom is flat wilh turf, & connects the plains on each 
Side of the mountain. - Whilst crossing it, I saw two horses graZing. I 
Immediately hid myself in the long grass & began wIth my telescope to 
reconnoitre them, as I could see no sign of Indians, I proceeded 
cautiously on my second ascenl. It was late in Iheday, & this part oftke 
mountain, like the other was steep & very rugged . _ I was on the topof 
the second peak by two oclock, but gol there with extreme difficult}·; 
every twenty yards I had the cramp in the upper parts of both thighs, 
so that I was afraid, I should not have been able to have descended; It 
was also necessary to find out a new road to the horses, as it was out of 
the question to return over the saddle-back. - I was thus obliged to give 
up the two higher peaks; their altitude was but little greater &: every 
purpose of geology was answered; it was not therefore worth the 
haz..lrd of any further exertion.- I presume the cause of the cramp was 
the great change in kind of muscular action from that of hard riding to 
still harder climbing. - It is a lesson worth remembering, as in some 
cases it might cause much difficu[ty.-

The ice which in many places coated the rocks was very refreshing &: 
rendered superfluous the water, which I actually carried to the sum­
mit l3681 in the comer of a cape of the Indian-rubbercloth.- Altogether 
I was much disappointed in this mountain; we had heard of caves, of 
forests , of beds of coa[, of silver & gold &:c &c, lRstead of all Ihis, we 
have a desert mountain of pure quartz rock. - I had hoped the \~. 
would al least have been imposing; it was nothing; Ihe plain was like 
the OC('an wilhout ItS beautiful colouror defined horizon. - The sceM 
however was novel , &: a little danger, like salt to meat. gave it a relish_­
That the danger was very little was dear, by my two companions 
making a good fIre , a thing never done when it is suspected Indians iill'f 
near.- I returned by so easy a road, that i£ I had found It out in tM 
morning I could have with ease reached the highest peak. - I reached 
the horses at sun-set, &: dnnkmg much maltee &: smoking several htU. 
agantos, made up my bed forthenight . - It blew furiously, but I Re\"U 

passed a more comfortable night. -
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'"!"he rema;ndl'T of thi~ p.IIT'jV"ph Is ront~'nl.'d .. ·!th!n lIqu • • e twKket" whkh l' ... !dently 
in<!ic.tn th.t 'till to be printed In lou,""" II{ ~T(ItN, a;nce on pp I2&-7 it .ppt.,., Just 
'liI~hcre . 

1t1'" In the morning we fairly scudded before the gale. &: arrived by the 
middle of the dily at the Sauce Posta.- On the road we saw very great 
numbers of deer&: near the mountain II Cuanaco.- 1 should think this 
laller animal was not to be found any further North on this side of S. 
America.- The plain which abuts against the Sierra is traversed by 
curious ravines. they are not above 20 feet wide &: at leaslJOdeep; there 
are very few places where they are passable. - I staid the evening at the 
Posta, the conversation. I3691 as IS universally the case, being about the 
Indians. The Sierra de la Ventana, was formerly , a great place of resort 
for the Indians; three or four years ago there was much fighting there; 
my guide was present when many men were killed; the women 
escaped 10 Ihe saddle bad. &: fought most dlosperalely with big stones; 
man)' of them thus saved themselves. -

11'" Proceeded on to Ihe 3'" Posta, In comp.my With the Leutenant who 
commands il. - The d istance is called fiftL'Cn l~agues; but it is only 
gucss-work &: generally too much.- TIle rood was uninteresting over 
a dry grassy plain, &: on our left hand at a greater or less dis tance were 
low hills, a chai n of which we crossed close to the Posta.- Before our 
arrival we mel a large herd of cattle &: horses, guarded by fiftee n 
soldiers, but we ..... ere told tha t many had been lost.- It is very difficult 
to drive anima ls across these plains; if a lion or even a fox approaches 
the horses in the night, nothing can prewnt their dispersing in every 
direction; and a stonn will have the same effuct. - A short time since, 
an officer left Buenos AyROS With 500 horses; when he arrived at the 
army he had under twenty. 

Shortly afterwards we perceIVed by the cloud of dust that a party of 
horsemen were approaching; my companions perceived at a greal 
distance, by the streaming hair, Ihat Ihey were Indians.- The Indians 
often have a narrow fillet round their heads, but neveranycovering;the 
long black hairj370 blOWing across their faces heightens to an uncom­
mon degree the wildm .. oss of their appearancc.- They turned out to be 
a part of Bernantio's tribe going to a Salina for salt. The Indians eat 
much salt, the children sucking It hke sugar; it is a curious contrast \\tith 
the Gauchos, who living the same hfe, eal scan:ely any. - My compan­
ions seemed 10 think there was not the slightest danger in meeting 
these gentlemen, & they know best. - but I heard the CommandantI.' of 
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Bahia Blanca tell one of our officers, that he though t it unsafe for two or 
three to visit them, al though they an! professedly the most friendly 
Indians. -

12'* When at Bahia Blanca, General Rosas sent me a message to say that 
an officer with a party of men would in a day or two arrive there, &that 
they had orde rs to accompany me. As the Lieutenant of this Posta was 
a very hospitilble person I determined to wait a couple of days for the 
soldiers. - In the morning I rode to examine the neighbouring hills; we 
were d iSilppointed in not being able from the haziness to sec the 
Ventana.- In coming to this Posta the day before, my guide showed 
what appeared tome a strong instance of the accuracy with which the)' 
know the bearings of different points. - When under a hill, & many 
leagues distant, I asked him where the Posta was. - After considering 
for some time, fo r he had nothing in front to guide him, he pointed out 
the dire<:tion; I marked it with a Katers Compass. Somel371I lime 
afterwards we wereonan eminence, from whence he knew the country 
certainly, again showing me the dire<:tion it was the same within 3 
degrees that is the m'~ part of the horizon. - After dinner the soldiers 
divided themselves into two parties for a trial of skill with the balls-two 
spears were stuck in the grou nd 35 yards apa rt, they were struck & 
entangled :lbout once in four or five throws. The balls can be thrown 
between 50 & 60 yards. - but over 25 there is not much certa inty.-

Our party had been increased by two men who brough t a parcel from 
the next Posta to be forwilrded to the General. -there were now besides 
myself & guide the Lieutenant & his four soldiers.- These latter were 
strange beings - the fi rst a fine young Negro; the second ha ir Indian & 
Negro; & the two others quite non descripts, one an old Chilian miner 
of the color of mahoga ny, & the other partly a mulatto; but two such 
mongrels, with such detestable expressions I never Silw before. - At 
nigh t, when they were sitting round the fire & playing at cards, I retired 
to view such a Salva tor ROS.1 scene. - They were seated under a low 
cliff, so that I cou ld look down upon them; around the pa rty were lying 
dogs, arms, remnants of [ker & Ostriches, & their long spears were 
struck in the ground; further, in the dilTk b.1ckground, were horses tied 
up, ready for any sudden danger. - If the :.oti llne:.:.uf the desolate plain 
was broken by one of the dogs barking, a soldier,13n l leaving the fire, 
would place his head close to the grou nd & thus slowly scan the 
horizon. Even if the noiSY Teru -teru uttered its scream, there would be 
a pauSt! in the conversation, & every head, for a momen t, a little 
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inclined.- I What a life of misery these men appear to us to lead.­
They are at least ten leagues from the Sauce Posta, &: since the murder 
committed by the Indians, twenty from another. The Indians are 
supposed to have made their attack in the middle of the night; for very 
early in the morning, after the murder, they were luckily seen 
approaching this Posta.-lllC whole party howt"vt'r t!scaped with the 
troop of horses, each one taking a line for himself, &: driving with him 
as many horses as he was able. - The little hovel, built of thistle stalks, 
in which they slept neither keeps out the wind or rain, indeed in the 
latter case, the only eff~ the roof had was to condense it into larger 
drops. They have Ilothing to eat excepting what they can catch, such as 
Ostriches, Deer, Annadilloes &:c &: their only fuel is the dry stalks of a 
small plant somewhat resembling an Aloe._ 2 The sole luxury, which 
these men enjoyed was smoking the little paper cigars & sucking 
Mattee.- I used 10 think that the Carrion Vulture, the constant 
attendant on thesel3731 dreary plains, whilst seated on some little 
eminence, seemed by his very patience to 5.1Y, .. Ah when the Indians 
rome, we shall have a feast". 

'The ne~t !lenience hasbren deleled. It run,: The/"(' WH too mu(:happearal>C('of danger, 
If. little feA, is Ioke 11;111, this Assuredly was salted meat.-' 
IFoIlowcd by deleted words: 'which grows;n gr('al abundan(~ III all parts' 

/J'" We all sallied forth to hunt; we had no success.-there were 
however some animated chaces & good attempts to ball various ani· 
mals. The plain here abounds with three sorts of partridges; two, very 
large, like hen-pheasants. - Their destroyer, a small pretty Fox, is also 
Singularly numerous; we could not in the course of the day have seen 
leSS [than[ 40 or 50 of these animals. - They were generally near their 
holes; but the dogs killed one. - Two of our party hi\d separated 
themselves from us; on our retum we found they had been rather more 
successful, having killed a Lion & found an Ostriches nest with 16 
eggs.- These latter afforded us an excellent supper.-

14" As the men belonging to the next Posta meant to return, we should 
together make a party of five & all armed, I determined to start & not 
wait for the officer.- After galloping some leagues, we came to a low 
swampy country which extends for nearly 80 miles to the SielTa 
Tapalken. - in some parts there are fine damp STass plains; others black 
&: rather peaty & very $Oft.-many extensive fresh water but shallow 
lakes, & large beds of reeds; it resembles the better part of the Cam­
bridgeshire Fens.- This Posta, being a very long one, each of us 
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had 3741 two horses; Havi ng passed many swamps, we found a d~' 
spot &-Ihere passed the night.-

Suudny 15M Rose very early in the morning; p.1Ssed in the road the 411' 
Posta, where the men were murdered. - The Lieutenant, when found. 
had 18Chusa ..... ounds in his body.- Arrived in middleofthedayallhe 
5th Posta.- Here are 21 men, as it is the centra l &- most exposed part of 
the line of Postas. - The Rancho is built on the edge of a large lake. 
teeming with wild fowl. -amongst which the black necked swan wa' 
conspicuous. There was some difficulty about horses so I determined to 
sleep here. - In the evemng the soldiers returned from huntmg. 
bringing with them $even decr, 3 ostriches &- 40 of their eggs. -man~­
partridges &: Armadilloes. - It is the constant habit of the soIdlen 
wherever they go to fire the plain; we made several fires , which at night 
were seen burning with great brilliancy. - they do this to impro\le the 
pasture &: perhaps also to puzzle any straggling Indians.- Slept in the 
open air, as the Rancho consisted only of an enclosure of reeds. without 
any roof. -

16"' To the 611> Posta; soil black &: very soft, generally covered with long 
coorse herbage; - laborious travening. Rancho here \'Cry neat; the post~ 
&: raflers were made by a dozen dry stillks bound together with thongs of 
hidc.-by Ihe aid of these Ionic looking columnsl3751 the sides &- roof 
were thatched with reeds. To Ihe7'h Posla, country improving, like Cot· 
lenham fen in Cambridgeshire. -a great abundance of beautiful wild 
fowl. - This posta is close to theSouthem b.1SC ofSierr" Tapalken; which 
Sierra isa low broken ridge of Quartz; rock 201'300 feet high . -extending 
to the E.1st 10 Cape Corrientes, but no great distanre within Ihl.' 
Interior. - I was here told a fael , which, if I had not partly ocular proof. I 
could nol credit That in the previous night there had been a hailstorm (I 
saw lightning to the North) &: that the pieces or ice were a:; Idfge as smillI 
apples &: very hard. - They fell with such force as to kill almost all the 
small anunals. - These men had .llre<ldy found twenty decrs &- I sa ..... 
their fresh hides; one of the party a few minulesaftermy arriyal , brought 
In seven of them; now I well know lhal one man without dogs would 
hardly kill 7 in a week; They thought they had seen about 15 dead 
ostriches; pMt of one I eat, likewise sawa large partridge with great blMk 
m.1rk on liS back, where it had been struck. - Many ducks&: hawks Wen! 

killed &:ostriches were then running about, evidently blind In onee),e,­
My informer received a severe cut upon the head . - ThiS eJ(traordinal)' 
storm extended but for a short distance.-
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To the 8'h Posta; galloped very fast over anl3761 extremely fine grass 
plain.- Arrived at the Posta on the R. Tapalguen after it was dark. At 
supper I was suddenly struck with horror that I was eating one of the 
very favourile dIshes of the country, viz a half fonned calf long before 
lis time of birth. - Illumed out to be the Uon or Puma; the nesh is very 
white & remarkably Iil.e Veal in its taste.- D'Shaw was laughed at for 
stating that "the nesh of the won (of Africa) is in great esteem, having 
no small affinity With veal, both in colour. taste & navou!" . - Yet the 
Puma & lion are not, I believe. closer allied than any other two of the 
Cat genus. - The Couchos differ much whether the Jaguar is good 
eating; but all agree that the Cat is excellent.-

,7'" To the 9110 Posta, followed the course of the R. Tapalguen. very 
fertile country.- Tapalguen itself or the townofTap.1lguen is a curious 
place. - 11 is a perfectly nat plain. studded as far as the eye reaches with 
the Toldos or oven like huts of Indians. - The greater part of the 
families of the men with Rosas live here. - There are Immense herds of 
horses & some sheep. - We met & passed many young Indian women. 
riding by two's & three'son the same horse. These &manyoftheyoung 
men were strikingly handsome; their fine ruddy colour is the very 
picture of health.- Besides the Toldos there are three Ranchos, one 
with a Commandante, & two others Pulperia's or shops.- 1377j We 
here bought some biscuit. - I had now been several days without 
lasting anything except meat & drinking maltee.- I found this new 
regimen agreed very well with me, but I at the same time felt hard 
e>.ercise was necessary to make it do so. - I have no doubt that the 
Gauchos living so much on meat.-is the cause that they like other 
carnivorous animals can go a long time without food & can withstand 
much exposure. - I was told that some troops from Tandeel were in 
pursuit of some IndJans. & that for three days they neither tasted water 
or food. - What other troops would not have killed their horses? -

To the l(1h Posta; plain, partly swamp & partly good to the East of the 
R. Tapalguen.-

IS'" To the 11th & 12110 Posta, a long ride, through acountrysimilar to the 
last stage: We passed a small tribe of I.ndians going from Tapalguen to 
the Guardia del Monte for commerce.- The women rode the horses 
With goods. -these a~ of hides & articles woven by hand of wool. such 
.sdoths or yergas & garters. - The patterns are very pretty & brilliantly 
roIoured.- Tht! workmanship is so good that an EnglISh merchant in 
Buenos Ayres declared that the ones, which I had. were of English 

Rl m id iv r tv p , n v r I lin 



190 PATACONES TO 8 AYRES SEPTEMBER 1831 

manufacture ,- He was not convinct'd 10 Ihe contr.uy, unhll h. 
observed Ihal th~ tassels ..... ere hed up wllh spill slnew-

12110 10 13'" to 14'" I'osla we had 10 ride for a long dlSlantt in wall'" 
above Ihe horses l.nen , By crossing the shrrups & rkhng Arab h'" 
wlth l378 the legs cocked up, ..... e managed 10 keep p~lty dry . As It 
was groWIng dilrl. v.'t! CT05St.'CIlhe Salado; .II ttus tune II ..... as .bout40 
yards wide, bul \ ery dl.'l.!'p; In the summer I' becomes nea rty dry, Iht 
hllle '""oller being as wit." lhe sea . - I ought 10 ha'·e mentKlne<i tholt ttw 
12'" Postl, about 7 Ie,lgues 10 the South of the Salado, WolS the fin.c 
Eiilill'lCl.1 whc~ ,",e IIdW c.Ule & a wrute woman , - HavlnR crossed IhI" 
Sal.ldo, we slept at the Posta, wtuch was one of the great Est.na.J .. of 
General ROSolS. It was fortified &of such c"tent that amvinS In thed,u" 
Ithoughll! waSil Town & fortrns. 1here we~ Immense ht.'f(bofcatUt. 
as wellthelY might be, the GcOCTaI here ha\'1ng 74 sqUil~ Icagu" of 
bnd - He uSt.'CIto hilvc thn.--e or four hundred Peora working he~' 
defied all the efforts of the Indians. - I was trealed very hospltahly, ' 
[lnJ the morning started for Guardia del Monte. 

1 9'~ This is a nice sc,\ttered httle lown, wilh many gardens full (,f 

peaches and ' Iuinces. - The camp here looked like Ihat around B, 
A),res. -the lurf shorl & green (from the grazing & manuring b)' cattlel ) 

With much dover, beds of thistles & Biscatcha holcs.- I fn .. st notiu>d 
here two plants, which Botanisls Sol)' have been Introduct.'CI b)' tM 
Sp,lIliards. - Fennel ",hk h grows in the g reatesl abundance in all tM 
ht.'CIge rows . & a IhlSlle looking plant whIch especial I)' in !Janca 
Orienta l fo rms imml,;nse beds leagues In cxtent, & qUite Impenetrablt 
by man or beast, 11 occurs in Ihe mOSI unfrequented piac" ,379 lW .. r 
Maldon.KIo. In the vall it.'! ncar Rozario, m Entn.> Rios, &.C Irc. Tht 
whole rounlr)' belween the Uruguay & M VIdeo ,-,choked up Wllh It, 
)'Cl 8o~mSI5 sa)' II IS the common arUchol.e. run wild - An IntclhSl'TIt 
farmer on the R Uruguay told me that In a deserted garden hch.tdM.om 
Ihe planted Artichokes degeneratmg IOtO Ihls plant - Of roUrR tim 
man had ne\er heard of the theont.'! of Botarusts. - I (t'r1iunly newr 
saw II Soulh of R. Silado. - 1he true thlStle. (vanegated green &. ",hili' 
hl.e Ihe lOr! ailed IOw.thlStles,) & whKh ch.tefly abounds In Iht 
P .. mp.JS ofBu~nosAyres, 1 noticed In !he\· .. lIey oftheR. Siuce. Tlwft 
IS • \'e-ry large fresh water Lake near the town, on the COiIst I found a 
perfect piece of the case of the Megathenum. - Whlbl the po'>lma~tt'f 

sent for horses several people questioned me concerning Ihe Arm)' - I 
never saw an), thl ng lil..e the enlhuSlasm for Rosas &: for the succestof 
this ~most Just ufnll wars, because against S.'trbMians" - It is howewT 

I Cambndqe Um 'er$li;V Press. ReDroduced With DermlSSlon bv Darwin Onhrn 



1833 SEPTEMBER BUENOS AYRES 191 

natural enough, for even here neither man, woman, horse or cow was 
safe from the attacks of the Indians. The enthusiasm for Rosas was 
universal, & when some events which subsequently will be mentioned, 
happened, I was not at all surprised.-

To the 16,h, 17''' & 18'" Posta. Country of one uniform appea rance: 
rich green plain, abundance of cattle horses & sheep; here & there the 
solitary Estancia, with its Ombu tree. - In the evening torrents of rain, 
arrived after dark at the Postil; was told that if I traveUed by thc Postl3&l1 
I might sleep there; if not I must pass on, for there were so many robbers 
about, he could trust nobody. - Upon reading my passport, & finding 
that J was a Naturalista, his respect & civility were as strong as his 
suspicions had been before. - What a Naturalista is, neither he or his 
countrymen had any idea; but I am nOI sure that my tit le loses any of its 
value from this cause.-

lrJi In two more Postas reached the city; was much delayed on the road 
from the rain of the day before. - Buenos Ayres looked quite pretty; 
with its Agave hedges, its groves of Olives, peaches & Willows, all just 
throwing out their fresh green leaves. - I rode to the house of M' Lumb, 
an English merchant, who gave me a most hospitable reception; & I 
soon enjoyed all the comforts of an English house. - I 

'EdwMd Lumb W.lS mosl hdpfulto CD in procuring supplies and arranging for lhe 
shipment of some ofhis {<:>5sil spt'CimeM. See COIWSp"nd~"(r 1: 35~, 37&-9, 386-8. 

11"_16M These few days of rest were very pleasant; I had plenty of 
business to transact; & was employed in obtaining letters of introduc· 
tion, passport &c for St Fe. - My servant having arrived from M. Video, 
I despatched him to an English Estancia to shoot & skin birds.-

lfl' At one oclock I managed to make a start. We rode for an hour in the 
dark & slept three leagues this side of the town of Luxan.-

2~ We passed it; the town is smal l & pretty looking, but all theSpanish 
towns arc built on exactly the same model. - There is a fine wooden 
bridge over the R. Luxan, a most unusual luxury in thiscountry.- We 
passed Arceo, another small town: The country appears level, but 
iti3811 is not so in fact; for in various places the horizon is extensive.­
The Estancias are wide apart; for there is li ll Ie good pasture, the plains 
being covered by thistles &: an acrid dover. - The former was two thirds 
grown, reaching up to the horses back at this period; it grows in dumps 
&: isof a brilliant green, resembling in miniaturea fineforest.- In many 
parts where Ihe ground was dry, the thistles had not even sprung from 
Ihe surface, butall was bare & dusty like a turnpike road. - In summer, 
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travelling is sufficiently dangerous for the thistl;.'S furnish an excellent 
retreat &: home for numerous robbers, where they can live, rob &: cut 
throols with perfect impunity . - There is little inlerest in passing m'er 
thiS country, few ammals except the Blscatche, &: fewer birds inhabit 
these great thistle beds. -

In the evening crossed the Arn"Cife, on a raft made of empty bamls 
lashed together. - We slept at the Posl house on the further side.-I 
paid this day for 31 leagues, &: wllh a burning sun, was but little 
fatigued . - When the days are longer, &: riding a little faster, 50 leagues. 
as mentioned by Head, might be managed with no very great diffi­
culty.- But then II must eSpecially be remembered that a man, who 
pays for 50 leagues by the post, by no means rides 150 Engl.Jsh 
miles.- the distance is so universally exaggerated. - My 31 leagues 
was only 76 Enghsh miles in it straight hne; allO\"ing 4 miles for 382 
curvatures in the road will giVe 80 miles; Heads days Joumey reduad 
by the same proporllon gives 129 miles; a much more credible diStaOCf 
than ISO geographical ones. -

Sunday 29" Arrived in the evening at the town of 5t Nicholas; it is 
si tuated on one of the branches of the Parana . I here first saw this noble 
river. - There were some large vessels anchor;.>d at the foot of the cliff 
on which the town is built . -

JO'a Crossed the ArTO.tO del Medio &: enten>d the Province of 5t Fe.- I 
had been forewarned that nearly all the good people in this provincea~ 
most dexterous thieves; they soon proved it, by stealing my pistol.­
The road gl'nera lly ran ncar the Parana, &: we had some fine glimpses 
of it . - We crossed several streams; the water of the Pabon in a good 
body formed a cascade 20 feet high - This must be a most unusUil 
phenomenon in this country.- At the Saladillo I saw the curious 
occurrence of a rapidly running brook With water too salt to drink.­
Entered Rourio. a large &: striking looking town, built on a dead level 
plain which fo rms a cliff about 60 feet high over the Parana . - The river 
here is very broard with many islands which are low &:: wooded, as is 
also the COolst of the opposite shore . - The view would resemble that of 
a great lake, if It wcre not for the linear shaped islands, which alone. 
give the idea of running wa ter. The cliffs arc the most picturesque part, 
sometimes absolutely perpendicular &: of a red colour, at other times m 
large broken masses covered with Cacti &:: Mimosa trees. The re.1 
grandeur however of an immense river like this, 383 i is derived from 
reOecting how important a means of communication &:: commerce it 
forms between one nation &:: another - to what a distance it travels-
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from how vast a territory it drains the great body o f fre sh water which 
flows before you r f~t . - At Rozario, I had a leiter of in troduction to a 
most hospitable Spaniard, who was lind enough to lend me a Pistol.­
Having obt .. ined this most indispensable article; I galloped on as fa r as 
the Colegio de St Carlos. - A town known by the size of its church &: it 
is said, the hospitality &: virtue o f the friars . - For ma ny leagues to the 
North &: South of St Nicho las &: Rourio the country is really level; it 
deserves nearly all which travellers have written abou t these plains. ­
Yet I have never seen a spot where by slowly turning round, objects 
could not be seen al a grealer dlslance In some points than in others; 
and this manifestly proves an inequality in the plain.- As at sea, the 
horizon is of course very limited; Ihis entirely destroys a degree of 
grandeur which one would be apt to Imagine a vast level plain would 
possess. - On the sea, your eye being 6 fee l above the water, the 
horizon is distant 21 miles.-

Octobn- Jot Started by moonlight &: amved at the R. CarcavAna by sun 
rise.- This river isa lso called the Saladillo, &: it deserves the name for 
the wateris brackish. - I staid here the greater part of the day, searching 
for bones in the cliff. Old Falknerl mentions having seen great bones in 
this river;I3841 I found a curious &: large cu tting tooth . Hearing also of 
some "giants" bones on the Parana, I hired a canoe; there were two 
groups of bones sticking out of a cliff which ca me perpendicular into the 
water. The bones were very large, I believe belonging to the Masto­
don.- they were so completely decayed &: soft, thai I was unable to 
C).tract even a small bone. -In the evening rode on another stage on the 
road, crossing the Monge, another brackish stream.-

'See Tl>omH hJ~, 1\ ~p"OI' II( P.'.SO"" .• "" rltt *,p'"'ng parl$ II( Soooill I\...ma.. 
~rriord, In4 

Z- Unwell &: feverish, from having eAerted myself too much in the 
sun. - The change iR latitude between St Fe &: BUen05 Ayres is about 3 
degrees; the change iR climate IS much greater.-everything shows 
it. -the dress &: comple,,;ion of the inhabitants, the increased size of the 
Ombus, many new cacti, the grealer beauty of the birds &: flowers; all 
proves the greater influence of the sun. We passed Corunda, from the 
luxuriance o f its gardens it is Ihe prettiest vi llage I have seen. - From 
this place to 51 Fe, the road is nol very safe; it runs through one large 
wood of low prickly trees, apparently all Mimosa. - As there are no 
habita tions to the West of this part of the Parana, the Indians sometime 
come down &: kill passengers. - On the road there were some houses 
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now deserted from having been plundered; there was also a spectacle, 
which my guide looked at with great satisfaction, viz the skeleton with 
the dried skin hanging to the bones, of an Indian suspended to a tree, 
The wood had a pretty appearance opening into glades like a lawn. I385, 
We changL>d our horses at a Posta where there are twenty soldiers: & by 
sun set arriVL>d at St Fe. There was much delay on the road, on account 
of having to cross an arm of the Parana, St Fe being situated in a large 
island. - I was much exhausted & was very glad to procure an 
unfurnished room.-

3'~ & 4t1o Unwell in bed.- SI Fe is nice, straggling town, with many 
ga rdens. -it is kept dean & in good order. - The governor of the 
province, Lopez, is a tyrant; which perhaps is the best form of govern­
ment for the inhabitants. - He was a common soldier at the great 
revolution & has now bt.'Cn 17 years in power. - Hischief occupation is 
killing Indians, a short time since he slaughtered 48 of them. - The 
children arc sold for between 3 & 4 pound sterling. 

5'h Crossed the Parana to St Fe Bajada, or as it is now called Parana, the 
capita l of Entre Rios.- The passage took up four hours; windingabout 
the different branches. -which are all deep & rapid; we crossed the 
main arm & arrived at the Port. - The town is rnore than a rnilcfrom the 
river; it was placed there fM1TIcriy so as not to be exposed so much to the 
at\<lcks of the Paraguay Indians. - I had a leiter of introduction toan old 
Catalonian, who treated me with the most uncommon hospitality.­
My original intention had been to cross the province of Entre Rios (( 
return by the Banda Oriental to B. Ayres. Not being quite well and 
thinking that the Beagle would sail long before she eventually did, I 
go1\'e up this plan, & determined to return immediately 386 to B. Ayres, 
I was unable to hire a boat so took a passage in a Balandra. 

6r-_1 J'~ By th ... indol ... nce of the m.lster & from bad weather I was delayed 
five days. - The time passed pleas.1ntly & was enabled to 5ei:! the 
geology o f the surrounding district. - And this possessed no common 
interest. - The Bajada itsel f is quiet town; about as large as St Fe or SI 
Nicholas; it conta ined in 1825, 6OOOinhabitants_- The whole province 
only contains 30,000. - Yet here there aTe representativcs. ministers, 
standing army. governors &c &c. Few, as they are, none hil\'e suffered 
mol'(' from desperate & bloody revolutions. - In some future day 
however this will be one of the finest provinces. - As its name 
expresses, it is surrou nded on every side by the magnificent rivers, the 
Parana & Uruguay.- the land is most fertile. - Here there is no fear of 
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the Indians; an immense advantage over their neighbours; to the North 
of 5t Fe, there is not a single Estancia on the West of the Parana; &: we 
have seen that the road is not safe between the Capi tal &: Cornnda.-

My usual walk during these days was to the cliffs on the Parana to 
admire the view of the river &: pick up fossil shells. - Amongst Ihe 
fallen masses of rock, vegetation was very luxuriant; there were many 
beautiful fl owers, around which humming birds were hovering. - I 
could almost fancy that I was transported to that earthly paradise, 
Brazil. - 13871 

12" Embitrked on board the Balandra; a one masted vessel of a hundred 
tuns; we made sail down the cu rrent . - The weather continu ing bitd, 
we only went a few leagues &: fastened the vessel to the trees on one of 
the islands.- The Parana is full of islands; they are all of one character, 
composed of muddy sand, at present about four fee l above the level of 
the water; in the floods they are covered. - An abundance of willows &: 
two or three other sorts of trees grow on them, &: the whole is rendered 
a complete jungle by the variety &: profusion of creeping plants.­
These thickets afford a safe harbour for many capinchas &: tigers. - The 
fear of Ihese lalteranimals quite destroyed all pleasure in scrambling in 
Ihe islands. - On this day I had not proceeded a hundred ya rds, before 
finding Ihe most indubitable &: recenl sign o f the tiger. I was obliged to 
retreat; on every islands there are tracks; as in a former excursion the 
~raslro" of the Indians had been the constant subject of observation, so 
in this was the "rastro del tigre". 

The jaguar is a much more dangerous animal than is generally 
supposed: they have killed several wood-culters; occassionally they 
enter vessels. There is a man now in the Bajada, who coming up from 
below at night time was seized by a tiger, but he escaped with the loss 
of the use of one arm.- When the floods drive Ihe tigers ou t of the 
islands; they are most dangerous.-a few years since a very large one 
entered a church at 51 Fe. Two padres entering one after the other were 
killed, a third!388! coming to see what was the cause of Iheir delay, 
escaped with difficulty. - The beast was killed by unroofing o ne corner 
of the room &: firing at it.- The tigers annually kill a considerable 
number of young oxen &: horses. - These islands undergo a constant 
round of decay &: renovalion.-in the memory of the master several 
large ones had disappeared, others again had been formed &: protected 
by vegetation.-

!Jill & 14'· A constant gale & rain from the 5E, remained at our moor­
mgs. - the greater part of the time I passed in bed, as the cabin was too 
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low to si t up in . - there was also good sport in fishing, the river abound s 
in large & extraordinary looking fish , which are excellent food . -

JS" We got under weigh; passed Punta Gorda , where there is colony of 
tame Indians from the province of Missiones. - We sailed rapidly 
down the current; before su nset from a silly fearofbad weather brought 
toina narrow ann or"Riacho". - J took Ihe boa t & rowed some distance 
up the creek; it was very narrow, winding & deep; on each side there 
was a wall 30 or 40 feel high fonned by the trees entwined with 
creepers, this gave to the canal a singu larly gloomy appearance.- I 
here saw a very extraordinary bird, the scissor-beak. -the lower mandi­
ble is as flat & clastic asan ivory paper<ulter, it isan inch & a halflonger 
than the upper. - With its moulh wide open, & the lower mandible 
immersed some depth in the water, it flies rapidly up & down the 
stream. Thus ploughing Ihe surface, it occassionally sei.zes a small 
fish . -13891 

The evenings are qui te tropical; the thennomeler 79" -an abundance 
of fire flies, & the mosquitoes very lroublesome.- I exposed my hand 
for five minu les, it was black wi th them: I donot think tnerecou ld have 
been less than 50, alt busy with sucking. - At night, I slept on deck, the 
grea ter cool ness attowing the head & face 10 be covered up with 
comfort. -

16'~ Some leagues above RoUtrio we came !o eliffs, which are absolutely 
perpendicular. - these form the West bank to below 51 Nicholas; & the 
whole coast more resembles that of a sea Ihan a fresh-water river.- It 
is a great draw back to Ihe scenery of the Parana , that from the soft 
nature of the banks, all the water is very muddy. - The Uruguay is 
much dearer, & I am told where the two waters flow in one channel, 
they may clearly be distinguished by their black & red colours. In Ihe 
evening, the wind not being quite fair, the master was much too 
indolent to think of procet.oding. - Moored 5 leagues above 5t 
Nicholas.-

I?'" Gale. -remained sta tionary. 

JsM& Itj~ Sailed quietly on with gentle winds, & anchored in the middle 
of the night near the mouth of the Parana , called Las Palmas.-

2(/' I was very anxious 10 reach B. Ayres, so that I determined to leave 
the vessel at Las Conchas & ride into town a d istance about 20 miles. ­
After changing my vessel three limes in order to pass the bar, 1 obtained 
a canoe, & we paddled quickly along to the Punta de 5t Fernando.­
The chan nel\3901 is narrow & several miles long. - On each side the 
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islands were covered with peaches &. Oranges. These have been 
planted by nature, &. nourish so well, that the market of8. Ayres in the 
fruit season is supplied by them . - On one of the islands I saw a bevy 
of fine gallinareous birds of a black colour &. nearly the size of a 
Turkey. - Upon leaving the canoe, I found to my uller astonishment I 
was a sort of prisoner. - About a week before, a violent revolution had 
broken out; all the ports were under an embargo. - I could not return 
to my vessel, &. as for going by land to the city it was out of the 
question.- After a long conversation with the Commandante I 
obtained penn.ission to go the next day to General Rolor, who com­
manded a division of the rebels on this side of theCapital.-

11" Arrived early in the morning at Rolors encampment, the general, 
officers, &. soldiers all appeared, &. I believe really were, great viUains.­
The General told me, that the city was in a state of dose blockade; that 
he could only give me a passport to the General in chief (of the rebels) 
at Quilmes. - I had therefore to take a great sweep round the city; &. it 
was with very much difficulty that 1 procured horses. - When I arrived 
at the encampment, they were civil, but told me I could not be allowed 
to enter. This was General Rosases party; &. his brother was there.- I 
soon began to talk about the Generalscivility to me at the R. Colorado.­
Magie could nOI have altered circumstances quicker than thisl391 1 
conversation did. At last they offered me the choice to enter the city on 
foot without my Peon horses &.c &1= &. without a passport; I was too glad 
toacrept it, &. an officer was sent to give directions not to stop me at the 
bridge. The road, about a league in length, was quite deserted; I met 
one party of soldiers; bull satisfied them with an old passport. - I was 
exceedingly glad when I found myself safeon the stonesofB. Ayres. -

This revolution is nothing more or less than a downright rebellion.­
A party of men who are attached to General Rosas, were disgusted with 
the Governor; they left the city to the number of 70, &: with the cry of 
Rosas, the whole country took arms. - The city was then closely 
blockaded ; no provisions, cattle, or horses are allowed to enter; except­
ing this, there is only a little skirmishing, a few men daily killed.- The 
outside party well know that by stopping the supply of meat they will 
certainly be victorious.-

General Rosas could not have known of this rising; but I think it is 
quite consonant with his schemes. - A year ago he was elected 
Gov~mor; he refused it, without the SaJa would also give him extraordi­
nary powers. - This they refused, &- now Rosas means to show them 
thai no other Governor can keep his place. - The warfare on both sides 
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WAS avowedly protracted till It was possible to hear from Rosa!. - A 
note arrh'ed, a few days after my leaving 8 . Ayres, whkh stated that 
the 3921 General disapproved of peace being broken. but that he 
thought the outside party had justice on thcu side. - Instantly. on the 
reception of this, the Governor &: mmisters resigned, &: they with the 
military to the amount of some hundreds new from the Clty. - The 
rebels entered, elected a new Governor, & were paid for their services 
to the number of 5500 men. - It isclear 10 me that Rosas ultimately must 
be absolute Dictator, (they ob}ect to the term kmg) of this country. -

UoJ_NOVfflIbn' Jot These disturbances caused me much inconvenience; 
my servant was outside, I was obliged to bribe a man to smuggle him in 
throogh the belligerents. His clothese, my ndlng gear, collections from 
St Fe, were outside with no possibility of obtaining them . - I was, 
however, lucky m having them all sent to me at M: Video. - The 
residence in the lown was diSagreealHe, It wudlfficult to transact any 
business, the shops being closed; &: there were constant apprehensions 
of the town being ransacked. - The real danger lay with the lawless 
soldiery within; they robbed many people In the day time, &: at night 
the very sentinels stopped people to demand money from them.-I 
' in. IeUn to uroline o..rwln. CO W~ 'Such • ~ of ITII5ronu,," I hoIve Nd th .. 
II'IQI\lh, ne~t'T before h.app..1Wd to poor mor .... t My ",n·.ant (Covington by !\lime" ""* 
inuJuabie I find tum) "ill "'"t to the Es .... nciII of the Mt'fdlilnts whose hauM I.m IUI)'U'lI 
m - he the 0011_ ct.y roe.tty \oit hilltre In. qulC .... nd .. my suncomplcldy _ l1wrr 
.. u .... Dy II only orw (Antimv.n in Buenot Ayrn, the En#ah Mml$ift.- He IY ... nitftI 
to order the 8eollgle up. - 8111 we NIl undft Mid! pirtJalloll. InstRK'tXXW I Mow not 
wtwthn' theupmn WlII..:ornt lflw dott.U WlII be f18ht.bout CovmSIOfl . - 0Itwn._ 
1.tw.1I be obiqIj.d 10 tend _ IIINIII \·ftIofI or boiItlQ 5ITIu(Sle hun off the rout. -' Sft 
C~1;342-J. 

20J With sufficient trouble got on bodrd the Packet; found it crowded 
with men, women & children, glad to escape from so miserable a town 

J'" & 4Uo After a long passage, arrived at M: Video; I went on board the 
Beagle: Was astonished to hear we were not to sail till the beginmng 
of 3931 December: the cause of this great delay was the necesslt)' of 
finishing all charts, the materials for whIch had been collected by the 
Schooners. -

5111 The poop-cabin being full of workers, I took up my residence on 
shore, so as to make the most of Itusaddlhonal month.-

6· Had a long gallop to the East end of the Barrancas de St Gregono: "'<IS 

dl.sappomted In the Geology. but had a pleasant gallop along the roast 
of the P1ata .- It was necessary tOCl'OS5theSt Lucia near Its mouth; WI! 

passed in a boat, the horses were obliged 10 swim at least 600 yards; I 

Cambndqe Universl Press. ReDroduced WIth DermlSSlon bv DarwIn Onhne 



1833 NOVEMBER M . VI DEO TO THE URUGUAY 199 

was surprised to see with what ease they performed it - We dId not 
return till so late. thai I slepl at a Rancho. 

:'* &r returned home early in the morning.-

8"'-J~ I prepared for a nde to see the R. Uruguay &c its tnbutary the R. 
Negro_ - These days were lost by true Spanish delay in gsYing me my 
passport. It>lIers hc Itc. -

J4J1io Started In the afternoon &: slept in the house of my Vaqueano In 

Caneloncs. 

I.S" In Ihe morning we roseearly In the hopes of being able toride a good 
dIstance; it was a vain altempt. for ail the rivers were flooded; we 
passed R. Canclones. 51 Luda, SanJ~in boats. &: Ihus losl much time; 
at night we slepl althe Post house ofCuf~. - In the course or the day, 
I w.as amused by seeing the dexterity with which some Peons 0'0A5ed 

O\'er Ihe n\'erI.- As soon as the horse is out or its depth. the man sbps 
bKkwards &I seizing the tail 15 towed across; on the other side. he 
pullsl3941 himself on again. - A naked man on a naked horse is I very 
fine spectacle; I h;ld no idea how well the twolRlmals suited each other. 
as the Poons were galloping about they reminded me of the Elgin 
marbles.-

16'· Not being quite well. siayed the whole day at this house. In the 
evening the Post-man or letter cilrrier arrived; he was a day after his 
I1me. owing to the R. R07.ario being flooded; it could not however be of 
much consequence. for although he passes through some of the 
pnncipal towns in 8. Oriental, hiS luggage consisted of two letters.­
The VteW from Ihe house was pleasing. an undulahng green surface 
WIth distant glimpses of the Plata.- I find I kx>k at thiS province WIth 
very dIfferent eyes from what I did upon firsl arrlval.- I recolled I then 
thought it singularly level; but now after galloping over the Pampas. 
my only surprise is whal could have induced me ever to have called It 
lewl; the country is a sencs of undulations; in themselves perhaps nol 
absolutely great. but as compared to the plalRS of St Fe. real moun­
tains. - From these Inequalltlcs there is an abundilnce of small nvulets. 
&- the turf is green &: luxuriant.-

,- We crossed the Rouno which was deep &r rapid. &- passmg the 
\'lliage of Colli!. am\'ed at mid-<by lit Cobu.. del Sacnmtento. - 'The 
d'Stilince is twenty leagues. through a fine grass country. but which IS 
wry poorly stocked With callie or inhabitants. I was inVIted to sk-ep at 
Colonia &I to accompany on the foUowing day a gentleman to his 
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EstancU, where there were some rocks of recent limestone. - The town 
is built on II stony promontory 50mdhmg in the same rnannet" liS M 
Video: .t 15 strongly fortified . bul bolh fortifiations " town suffered 
much from the Brazilian war. - IllS very ancjeont, " from the In-egulant)' 
of the streets &: the surrounding groves of otd Orange trees:395j " 
peaches had a pretty appearance. - The church is a curious ruin; it was 
used as a powder magazine" was struck by lightning in oneof the ten 
thousand storms of the Rio Plata . - Two thirds of the building WAS 

blown away to the very foundation , &: the rest stands a shattered &: 
curious monumenl of the united powers of lightning and gunpowder. 
In the evening I wandered about the half demolished walls of the 
lown. - It was the chief seat of the Brazilian war; a war most injurious 
to this country, not SO much in its Immediate effects, as in being the 
origin of a multitude of Generals, &: all olher gudes of officers. More 
genefills lire numbered but not paid In the united provinces of La Plat" 
than in Great Britain.- These gentlemen have learned tolil.:e power &: 
do nol object 10 a little skirmishing. Hence arises a constant temptahOn 
to fresh revolutions, which in proportion as they are easily effected, so 
are they easily overtumed. - But I noticed here &: in other places a very 
general interest in Ihe ensuing election for the President; &: thisappears 
a good sign for the stability of thisliltle country . - The inhabitants do 
not reqUite much education in thelT representatives; I heard some men 
diSCUSSing the merits of those fcwCoiorua; .. that although they were not 
men of bUSIness. they could all Sign therr rames" . With thiS every 
re.asonable man was satisfied 

18'" Rode with my host to his Estancia at the Arroyo deSt Juan. - In the 
evening we took a circuit round the estate; it contained two squire 
leagues &: a half and was situated in what is caUed a rincon; that is ont 
side Is fronted by the Plata, &: the two others are guarded by impassable 
brooks. There is an exceUent port fOf little vessels, &: an abundanct 01 
small wood, which is valuable as supplying fuel to Buenos Ayres. - I 
w.as curious to know the value of so complete an Estandi.;-at present 
there are 3000 cattle &: 3961 it would well support three or four times the 
number. -there are 800 mares, ISO broken horses. 600 sheep; plenty 01 
water &: limestone; a rough house, excellent corrals, &: a peM:b 
orchard. - For aU this he has been offered 2(0)( only wants 500( 

addihOnal, and probably would sell it for less. llw! chief trouble With an 
Est-moa is driving all the cattle twice a week to a central spot, in order 
to make them tame &: to count them . This latter would be thought I 
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diffICUlt operation, when there are ten or fifteen thousand head 
together; it is managed on the principle that the cattle invariably divide 
themselves into little troops from forty to an hundred.- Each troop is 
recognised by a few peculiarly marked animals, &: its number is known: 
thus one ~ng lost out of ten thousand Is perceived by its absence from 
one of the tropillas. Ouring a stormy rught the cattJe all mingle together; 
but the next morning all the tropillas separa te as befoce.-

19'" Passed the town of la, Volcas; It i.5 a straggling village, built on an 
arm of the Uruguay, &: has a good de.! of trade up the river.- Slept at 
a North Americans, who works a Ilme kiln on the Arroyo de las 
Vivoras.-

ZU" In the morning went out riding to Punta Gorda; on the road tried to 
Snd a Jaguar; saw very fresh tracks &: the trees against which they are 
said 10 sharpen their claws: the bark was cut up &: grooved by scralches 
a yard long:-we did not succeed in disturbing one. - The low, thick 
woods on Ihe coasl of the Uruguay afford an excellent harbour for such 
animals. - At Punta Gorda, the R Uruguay presented a noble body of 
water; ils appearance is supenor to thai of the Pa rana from the dearness 
of the water &: rapidity of the stream: on Ihe op posite coastl397l there 
arc several branches, which enter from Ihe Parana, when the sun 
shines, Ihe two colours of Ihe wil ter may be seen qui te distinct.- The 
house &: lime-kiln were for this country unusually old. being built lOS 
)'ears since.- I wa!l told a curious circumstance respecting the Ume­
kiln.- AI the Instant of the revolution it was full of fresh burnt lime; 
from the Slate of (the) country It was left 18 years untouched: on the 
surface young trees were growlnSt whilst in the middle the lime was 
quid. - When they dug down to the place where the half-bumt wood 
i!i left, in a few mmutes itkindlt..'CI &: burst out into flames . - This caused 
uncommon superstitious fears amongst the workmen; bul the owner 
tells me this is always the case Ina lime-kiln opened after a few months 
interval.-

At this Estancia many mares. maresare never ridden in this country. 
are killed weekly for their skms, which are worth 5 paper dollars each 
or aboutl a cmwn. - I heard of some feats in the lassoing line. - One 
individual will st.lnd 12 yards from the gate of the Corral. &: will bet that 
he win catch every horse by the legs as it rushes by him . - Another will 
enter on foot a Corral, catch a mare, fasten its front legs, drive it out, 
throw it down, ki ll , skin &: slake the hide. (a tedious Job) &: this whole 
operation he will perform on 22 mares in one day; or he will skin SO in 
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the same time. - This is prodigious; for It is generally consk1ered (al 
good days work, solely to skin &: stake tSor 16animals. -

In the evening started on the road to MercMesl3981 or Capcllil Neuva 
on the R. Negro. - We passed through much Acacia wood, like that 
near Coronda &. which Invariably grows in the low bouoms near 
streams &: rivers. - At night we asked pemussion to sleep at an Estancia 
at which we happened to arrive.' It was a very large estate, being ten 
leagues square, &: the owner at Buenos Ayn?S is one of the grea test 
landowners in the country.- His nephew has charge of it &: with him 
there was a Captain of Ihe army, who the other day ran away from 
Buenos Ayres. - Considering their station their conversation was 
rather amUSing. They expressed, as was usual, unbounded astonish­
ment at the globe being round, &: could scarcely credit that a hole would 
if deep enough come out on the other side. They had however heard of 
a country where there were six months light &: six of da rkness, &. they 
said the inhabitants were very tall &: thin , They were curious about the 
price &: condition of horses &: cattle; upon finding out we did not in 
England catch ou r animals with the Lazo, they added H Ah then, you 
use nothing but the bolasw

: The idea of an enclosed country was quite 
novel to them.- The Captain at last said, he had one question to ask 
me, &: he should be very much obliged if I would answer him with an 
truth - J tTembled to think how deeply scientific it wouJd be.--it was 
whether the ladles of Buenos Ayres were not the handsomest in the 
world-. 1 replied, HCharmingly SOH._ He added, I have one other 
question-"Do ladies in any other part of the world wcar such large 
combs" . J solemnly assured him they did not. - They were absolutely 
delighted. - The Captain@xclaimed, - Look there, a man, who has seen 
half the world, says it is thel3991 case; we always thought so, but now 
we know it" . My excellent judgment in beauty procured me a most 
hospil.ilble reception; the Captain forced me to take his bed, &: he would 
sleep on his Rec.1do.-
I FoIJ"..-ed by ;1l dek-Ied wnte~ : ·t IWJW Ir;n·rik.-d wJth Iurtfd hunn. ;1Is~", it IWJ raM 
r<»ti .' 

21" Started at sunrise, &. rode slowly during the whole day. - 1be 
geological nature of the country is here different from the rest of the 
province, &: closely resembles thai of the Pampas. - From this cause","@' 
here have immense beds of the thistle, as well as the cardoon:- the 
whole country indeed may be called one great bed. The two sorts gro ..... 
separate, each plant in compa ny with its own kind. - The cardoon i5 as 

© Cambndoe Unlv rsl Press. ReDroduced With DermlSSlon bv Darwin Onhne 



1833 NOVEMBER MERCEDES ON THE RIO NEGRO 203 

high as a horses back. but the Pampas thistle often higher than the 
crown o f the head of the rider.- To leave the road for a yard is out of 
the question, &. the road itself is partly, &- in some cases entirely, closed; 
pasture of course there is none; if cattle or horses once enter the bed 
they are for the time. completely lost. - For this reason, it ~ very 
hazardous to attempt todrivecattleat thi5 season of the year, for when 
Jaded e nough to face the prickles, they rush amongst the thistles &. are 
seen no more. - From the same cause there are but few Estancias, &. 
these near damp vallies where the thistle will nol grow.- As night 
came on before we could arrive at the house of an Englishman for whom 
1 had a letter of introduction we slept at a Rancho.-

22- Arrived at the Estancia of the Berquelo, near Mercedes, &. found the 
Owner not at home. - he returned in the evening &. 1 spent the day in 
geologising the neighbou ring country. - ~I 

2JtI Rode to the Capella Nueva; a straggling village: &. saw the R. Negro; 
it is a fine river blue water &. running stream; it is nearly as large as its 
namesake to the South. -

24* Went with my host to the Sierra del Pedro Flaco about 20 miles up 
the R. Negro: the greater pa rt of the ride was through long grass up to 
the horses belly. - There are few Esta ncias &. leagues of camp without 
a head of cattle. The country left to nature as it now is would tQsily 
produce 50r6times the numberofcattle. - Yet the annual exportation 
of hides from M. Video is 300 thousand; &. the home consumption is 
something considerable. The view of the R. Negro from the Sierra is 
decidedly the most picturesque one I have seen in this country. The 
river is rapid &. tortuous; it is about twice as large as the Severn (when 
banks full) at Shrewsbury; the diffs are precipitous and rocky; &. there 
is a belt of wood following the course of the river; beyond which an 
horizon of grass plain fills up the view. - The Peons horse was quite 
tired; so we rode to a Rancho; the master was not at home, but as a 
matter of course lweI entered the house. made a fire to cook some beef, 
& were quite al home in a strangers house.- We rode on but did not 
reach home till early in the night . -

15* We heard of some giants bones, which as usual turned out to be 
those of the Megatherium. - With much trouble extracted a few broken 
fragments . - In the evening a domidor or horse-breaker came to the 
house &. I saw the operation of mounting a perfectly wild horse. - They 
were too fat to fight much: and there was little to see in the operation; 
the l4011 horse is thrown down &. the bridle is tied to the under 
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)o1w:-tying the hind legs together he is allowed to rise &: i. then 
saddled. - During these operations the horse throws himself down so 
repeatedly &: is so beaten, that when hiS legs are loosed and the man 
mounts him, he is so terrified as hardly to be able to breathe, &: is 
tnc:klmg down with sweat . - Generally however a horse fights for a 
few minutes desperately, then starts away al ill gallop, which IS con· 
hnued till the ammal is qUIte exhausted . - ThIs IS a very severe but 
short way of breaking in a colt. -

26* Began my retum in a direct line to M. Video; went by an Estilncia 
where there was a part . very perfect. of the head of a Megathenum. I 
purchased it for a few shillings. - We had long gallop through a more 
rocky &: hilly country than the coast road, to the R. Perdido, where we 
slept . - One olthe Post·houses was kept by a man, apparently 01 pure 
Indloin blood; he was half Intoxicated. - My peon declares that he In m)' 
presence ~d I was ill Gallego; an expresSJOn synommous with sa)'lng 
he is worth murdering. - Hisrompanlons laughed oddly:-&: I believe 
what my Peon said was true; when I remonstrated with him on the 
absurdity. he only said , "you do not (know) the people of this coun· 
try" - The motive must have been to sound my Peon. who perhaps 
luclJly for me was a trust worthy man . - Your entire safety In ttus 
country depends upon your companion.-I4021 At night there were 
torrents of rain; as the Rancho made but httle pretensions to keep out 
water or wind, we were soon wet through . -

2r" In the morning had a long gallop: arrived at San J~, from which 
point the road is the same by which I started. San J~. CaneJones. 5t 
Lucia are all rillher nice lllIle rectangular towns, &: all just alike . - Slept 
one post beyond San J~. 

2lf" &: In the middle of the next day we arrived at Monte Video. The 
distance, paid by the Post , being about 70 leagues from Mercedes to the 
Capitai.-

29'*- Dtmnbrr 4"" During these few days I resided on shore; the cause of 
the ships delay being the charts not being completoo. -

During the last six months I have had some opportunity of seeing a 
httle of the character of the inhabitants of these provinc.'eS. - 1M 
gauchos or country men are very superior to those who reside In the 
towns. - The gaucho is invariably most obliging, polite &: hospitable. I 
hAve not met one instance of rudeness or inhospitality. He is modest 
both respecting himself &: country. at the same time being a spirited 
bold fellow . - On the other hand there is much blood shed, &: many 
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robberies committed. - The constant presence of the knife is the chief 
cause of the former; it is lamentable to hear how many lives are lost in 
trifling quarrels: in fighting each party tries to mark the face of his 
adversary by slashing his nose or eye; deep & horrid looking scars often 
attest that one has been successful. - Robberies are a natural con­
sequencel4031 of unIVersal gambling. much drinking & extreme indo­
lence. - At Mercedes I asked two men why they did not work;-one 
said that the days were too long; the other that he was too poor. The 
number of horses & profusion of food is the destruction of all indus­
try.- Moreover there are so many feast days; then again nothing can 
succeed without it is begun when the moon ison the increase; and from 
these two causes half the month must be lost. - Police & justice are 
quite inefficient, if a man commits a murder & should be taken, perhaps 
he may be imprisoned o reven shot; but if he is rich & has friends he may 
rely on it nothing will happen. - It is curious that the most respectable 
people in the country will invariably assist a murderer to escape.­
They seem to think that the individual sins against the government & 
not against the SUIte. - A lTaveller has no othe r protection Ihan his own 
arms; & the constant habit of carrying them chieOy prevents a more 
common occurrence of robberies. - The character of the higher & more 
educated classes who reside in the towns, is stained by many other 
crimes. -partaking in a lesser degree in the good parts of the Gaucho 
character; he is a proOigate sensualist who laughs at all religion; he is 
open to the grossest corruption; his want of principle is entire.- An 
opportunity occurring not to cheat his friend would be an act of 
weakness; to tell the truth where a lie might be more serviceable, would 
be theJ404 simplicity of a child. The term honor is no t understood; 
neither ii, nor any generous feeling. the remains of chivatry, have 
survived the long passage of the Atlantic. - If 1 had read these opinions 
a year ago, I should have accused myself of much illiberality; now I do 
not. - Every one, who has good opportunities of judging. thinks the 
same. In the Sala ofB. Ayres Idonotbelieve therearesix men 10 whose 
honesty or principles you could trust . Every publico{fiar is 10 be bribed; 
the head of the post office sells forged government francs:-theGover­
nor and prime minister openly plunder the state. - Justice, where gold 
is in the case, is hardly expected. - I know a man (he had good cause) 
who went to the chief Justice & said "here are 200 dollars (sixpences) if 
you will arrest such a person ilI~lIy; my lawyer recommended me to 
take this step" . The Chief Justice smiled acquisitionl & thanked him; 
before night the man was in prison.- With this uller want of principle 
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In the leading men; with the country full of ill-paid, turbulent officers; 
they yet hope that a Democratic form of government will last. In my 
opinion before many years, they will be trembling under the iron hand 
of some Dictator.- J wish the cou ntry well enough to hope the period 
is not far distant.-

On first seeing the common society of the people, twoor three thmgs 
strike one as remarkable: Ihe excellent taste of all the women In dress: 
the general good manners in all grades of hfe:-but chiefly the remark­
able equality of all ranks.I4051 At the Colorado, men who keep the 
lowest little shops used 10 dine with General Rosas.- A son of a Major 
at B. Blanca gains a livelihood by making paper cigars; he wished to 
come as Vaqueanu with me to B. Ayres; but his father was afraid .­
Many in the army can neither read or write; yet all meet on perfect terms 
of equality. - In Entre Rios the Sala ronlalOs6 members. - Oneof these 
was a sort of shopman in a slore, &; evidently by no means degraded by 
such an employment.- This is all wha t might be expected in a new 
country; nevertheless the abscence of Gentlemen par exceUence strikes 
o",~asa novelty.-

My time at M. Video was spent in gelling ready fo r ourlongcru lzein 
Tierra del Fuego. - 11 was a pleasant employment preparing to leave for 
ever the uninteresting plains of the R. de La Plata.-

The Beagle & Adventure are both ready for sea, with a fine stock of 
provisions & excellent crews. - The other day, there was an instance of 
the unaccountable manner in which seamen sometimes run away from 
a ship. - Two men, petty officers in good favour & with 2 or 3 years pay 
owing them, ran away & the design must have been made sometime 
previously. - These men were allowed repeatedly 10 go on shore & 
held the first stations on board. - There IS a degree of infa tuation & 
childish want of sleadiness in seamen, which to a landsman Is quite 
IOcomprehensible & hardly to be credited.- 14061 

I called one day on M' Hood, the Consul General, in order to ~ 
his house which had been a sho rt time previously struck by Iightning.­
The effects were curious: the bell wires were melted & the red hot 
globules dropping on the furniture drilled small holes in a line beneath 
them-when falling on glass vessels, they melted & adhered to them. ­
Yet the room was at least 15 feet high & the wire dose to the ceIlIng_­
In one of the walls the electric fluid exploded hke gunpowder, & shol 
fragments of bricks with such force as to dent the wall on the opposite 
side. Where the bell wire ran, the paper was blackened by the oxide of 
the metal for nearly a fOOl on each Side; in a like manner the frame of a 
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looking glass was blackened; the gilding must have been volatilized, for 
a smelling bottle which stood near was finnly coated with some of it.­
The windows were all broken &: everything hanging up fe ll down by the 
la r. - It happened very early in the morning. When I was at B: Ayres a 
short time previous to this, the church was much shattered &: a vessel 
lost her main-mast.-

I ought not to conclude my few remarks on the Inhabitants of the 
Provinces of the R. de La Plata, without adding that a most perfect &: 
spirited outline of their manners &: customs will be found in "Heads 
rough notes". - I do not think that his pictureisat all more exaggerated , 
than every good one must be-that is by taking strong examples &: 
neglecting those uf less interest . - I cannot however agree with him "in 
the ten thousand beauties of the Pampas". - But I grant that the rapid 
galloping &: the feeding on "beef &: wate'" is exhilarating to the highest 
pitch .- 1 ·4071 
'Corrected in pmol in the mMgln to '~u;~' 
'~ FRlI\CIS Bond lie<ld . Rot.gk ItOItJ /,knI dllrl"l_",..,t P"'-Parrou /lor I'IImP'U"wt 
'mIlfIg/lorAndtf.1..ondon, 1826 

:I' Took a farewell of the shore &: went on boa rd. 

6'" The Beagle got under weigh IIt4 oclock in the morning &: ran up the 
river to take in fresh watcr. - We are now becalmed within sight of the 
Mount.- The Adventure isat anchor close to us. May kind fortune for 
once favor us with fine weather &: prosperous breezes.-

,.. With a fair wind stood out of the river &: by the evening were in clear 
water; never I trust again to enler the muddy water of the PLata . - The 
Adventure kept ahead of us, which rejoiced us all, as there were strong 
fears about her sailing. -it is a great amusement having a companion to 
gaze at. - The following changes have taken place amongst the offic­
ers.- M ' Wickham commands the Adventure; he has with him M" 
Johnstone &: Forsyth &: M ' Usbome as under-surveyor. - M' Kent from 
the Pylades has joined us as surgeon. - M' Martens is on board the 
Beagle filling the place which M' Earle is obliged 10 vacate from ill 
health.- I 

'Conntel MMtenswn-ed <IS the lIttT'.officWllllrml louhe MXt IS monlht. Fitr.Roy 6"" 
~ rum loCO,n tlwfcJtlowtrls~; 1fMtP ""''''Tritlm u Iw,ntmded you ha\~ 
M<lrd of Mr Mutf'M- ww',~, - A IIOIW poIIltdll.gl11lS1-who od&uns 1"'\" 
fItq1 -lIl/nk of .... ,"'ndlng upon II pinNoCk: of the "nd"-or Iktdung A FU"Pn 
Gbcier"" 8y my f<llth in Bumpoiog', I.m 1<11"1' you will It"" 1Wn. Ind hkf'!tim mlKlI-he 
i&-or 11m "'ofuUy miSlilin -A · r.lltlllIlls In NVibu •. - uric qUf' SimilLima o.rwin-.­
Don't be jf'.1ou5 now for I only put in the Last btt to ma~f' IIw lmf' I("lIn- you know Vtfy 
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-")'OW HSJft ..... Iite/tN. and that p ' Itnr ruN thus- EM.viI in rwovibut C.1b 
~mII Oano". . _ bul you ...... 1hiN.I.m (n(~ 10 wrYlun he •• pnllnnlnli~. wei 
Infornvd man - 1m LandKilpd.re ..,.oy pod IC'OI'IIptl"fd .... tto l.Mdon nwn) lhough 
ptrtwops in figM1t'I he noN1(lC eqUAl E.rIe- He i. "'"Y indUltrioul - .nd ~dm .. nbb m 
hit Iwhtlll.- (not I _II rt«Jn\~tlon) ' 5t'I! ~ I , lJ!\ . Tht firM picture 
otC\I~ by ~ on board lhe "-P' wu .lbibIe-ptp piMWlIINI in ink.nd M"pw 
~ Labdlld 'MonInMSeo from 1M anct-a. of H M S BNp Dro 4 183Y (eM No, 
n. .. ,P R«M pp 168-9) 

8"'- 23'" Arrh'ed.t Port Desl~ . - Our p,I.!I5.Jge has been a very long one 
of seventeen days; the winds generaUy betng light & foul.-Wlth the 
exc:epbOn of a fresh gale or two. -

The Adventu~ delayed us. she is found not to sail weU on a wlnd; & 
at tlus place her Sills Will be allered - The harbor of Port Desue, is. 
creek which runs up the country In the (onn of a nver: the entrance is 
very narrow; but With .. fine breeze, th(" 'Beagle ("ntered in good 
style. I ~ 

's- wllt1'COkJur by Conrad M.uwnt ~ 'RllIM. /'I;orth ... 01 ttw HArbour of Port 
OHare Dro 13 II3J" Ind UutWltd RF . .... Ih 1M ,"","""'M'" II anchor In the fuftground 
ICMNo. 76, "glllflfvnlp IU) 

24- Took a long w .. lk on the North side after a~ndtng some rocks 
there is a great In ... 1 plaIn, which e,..tends in every direction but is 
divided by vallies. - I thought I had seen some desart looking country 
near B. Blanca; but the und in this neighbourhead !IO far exceeds it in 
sterility, that thIS alone deserves the name of • d(>Slrl . - The plain is 
composed of gravt':1 With very httle vegetation & not .. drop of wat("r. In 
the vallies there is some lillie, but It Is very brackish. - It is remarkable 
that on the surface of thiS pUln the~ are shells of the same sort which 
now exist .-& the muscles t':ven With the" usuill blue coIour. - It is 
therefore aortam, that Within no gre.t number of centuries all ttus 
country has b@en beneath the se ... _ I Wretched Ioolmg as the country 
15, It supports \'ery m.1ny GI.I.I!VCOeS. - By grratgood luck I shot one; it 
w~ WlthoulltJi enmils &c 170 pounds: 10 that we shall have fresh 
meat fcwaU Mnds on Chnstmu day. -
' Tha w.as a moM IInportAnl roncluMon. die .In~_ 01 IMCOtit II Port Dau-e by 1'10 "­

than 3JO 1ft( bmI& thlll nUtbtlihed 10 I'll ... w.m pt.tt in m..hvely I'K'ft\t tmws 

Onstmas zs- After dirung tn the Gun-room. the officers &. almost rvery 
fNn in the ship went on shorr. - The Capt"ln distributed prizes to the 
best runnen, leapers, wrestlers. - These Olympic games we~ very 
amustng; it was quite delightful to see With what school-boy eagerness 
the seamen e.njoyed them: old men With long beards" young men 
Without ilny were playing hke so milny children. -certainly a much 
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better way of pOlssing Christmas day than the usual one, of every 
seaman gelting as drunk as he possibly can. -114091 
'~ wal.,rooIou. byCOf\r.ld Mart~ns !.abellN 'Sli"8lng lhr monkey, Port Ortire, 0ecr25 
1833. Not~ Mainmasl of Beaglr. hUIi! f.rth~, a(l, Ml.J: MUlto I1IIKe more' and inirilUftl 
RF (CM No. 80, EWglt knJnI p. 173). Alto wal~,dnotiopmml (CM No, 7'9, IkrIglt 
R«vnIp. In)of. dnowingofrort Dr$ire mAd~ IMWnwday..,lh lhe 8tlrglti"MiM .... t~rt! 
II Inchor. ThIJ WaJ ~ngl'l\~ by 5 8uD II 'Al'I(hor.V, and S~ni5h Ruins I'ort DnIff; 
(Nlln1Itltot' 1: fa.c.ng p 3 16). 

26'" The Beagle is anchored opposite to it fort erected by the old 
Spaniards.- It was formerly attempted to make a settlement here; but 
it quite fai led from the wan t of water in the summer, &- the Indians in 
the winter.- The buildings were begun in very good style, &- remain a 
proof of the strong hand of old Spain. - Some of the enclosures &: some 
cherry trees may yet be seen . - The fate of all the Spanish establish­
ments on the co.1St of Patagonia, with the exception of the R. Negro, has 
been miserable. - Port Famine, as it Is well known, expresses the 
sufferings of the setllers.- At St Josephs every man, excepting two, 
was massacred by the Indians on II Sunday when in chu rch. - The two 
were prisoners some years with the Indians; one of them, now In 

extreme old age, I conversed with at R. Negro. 
I wa lked this day to some fine cliffs, five miles to the South: here the 

usual geologica l story, of the same great oyster bed being upheaved in 
modern days was very evident. - In the evening weather very cold,­
&- a Tierra del Fuego gale of wi nd.-

28M The Yawl, under the command of M' Cha ffers with three days 
provisions, was sent to su rvey the head of the creek. - In the morning 
we sea rched fo r some watering places mentioned in an old Chart of the 
Spaniards. - We found one creek, al the head of which there was a 
small ri ll of brackish water. - Here the tide compelled us to stay some 
hours.- J, in the interval, walked severa l miles into the interior.14101 
The plain, as is universally the case, is formed of sandy chalk, &: gravel; 
from the softness of these materials it is worn &: cu t up by very many 
vallies. - There is not a tree, &:, excepting the GuanaCQ, who stands on 
some hill top a wa tch ful sentinel over his herd, scarcely an animal or a 
bird . - All is stillness &: desolation. One reflects how many centuries it 
has th us been&: how many more it will thus remain.- Yet in thisscence 
without one brigh t object, there is a high pleasure, which I can neither 
explain or comprehend . - In the evening, we sailed a few miles fu rther 
&- then pitched the tents for the night.-

19'" By the middle of theday the Yawl could not get any higher, from the 
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shoaln,"" of the water &: the number of mud-banks. - One of the party 
happerung to taste the water found It only brackish. - M' Chaffers, 
directly after dinner started In the dingy, &: after proceeding two or 
three miles found himself in a small fresh water river. - Small as it is, it 
appears 10 me probable, thai It nows from Ihe Cordilleras, the water is 
muddy as if nooded, &: this is the time of year for the snow freshes of 
the Colorado, Sauce &cc. -M' Chaffers saw in a little valley a lame horse, 
with his back marked by the saddle; so that the Indians must have left 
him thereor were then in the neighbourhead . The views here were very 
fine &: rude; the red porphyry rock nses from the waterin perpendicular 
diffs, or forms spires ok pinacles in l4111 its very course. - Excepting in 
this respect the country is the same. - At night we were all well pleased 
at our discovery of the little river; whkh, however, was no discovery as 
a Sealer had said some years ago that he had been up it . - I 

ISH w.mooIourby Conr~ Martfllt "~\led 'TM Bivouack. 0ea29' (eM No. ttl, at.,1t 
R«od P 176), which w.lfengn~ byS. BuD .. 'BIvooycatt!w M" oIrort Dnir't inlet' 
(MImrrrn'l: f«I", P 316) 

JU' We got under weigh at four oclock ok reached Cuanaco Island by 
midday. -as the weather was cold ok wet, I determined to walk to the 
ship. - It turned out to be It very long one, from the number of inlets ok 
creeks: The geology well repaid me for my trouble, &: I found likewise a 
small pool of quite fresh water. -

JIInuQry 1"' Walked toa distant hill; we found at the top an Indian grave. 
The Indians always bury their dead on the highest hill , or on lOme 
headland projecting into the 5('a . - I unagine it is for this reason they 
come here; that they do pay occasional visits is evident, from the 
remains of several small fires &: horses bones near them.-

2001 A party of officers accompanied me to rans,1ck the Indian grave in 
hopes of finding lOme antiquarian remains. - The grave consisted of a 
heap of large stones placed with lOme care, it was on the summit of the 
hili, &: at the foot of a ledge of rock about 6 feet high. - In front of this ok 
about 3 yards from it they had placed two immen5(' fragments, each 
weighing at least two tuns, &: reshng on each other. - These in all 
probability were originally in nearly the lame positionl4121 &: only just 
moved by the Indians to answer their purpose. - At the bottom of the 
grave on the hard rock, there wasa layer of earth about a foot deep; this 
must have been brought from the plain below; the vegetable fibres, 
from the lodgement of water, were converted. into a sort of Peat.­
Above thls a pavement of flat stones, &: then a large heap of rude stones, 
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piled up so as to fill up the interval bctwL-cn the ledge &. the two large 
stones. - To complete the grave, the Indians had con trived to detach 
from the ledge an immense block (probably there was a crack) &. throw 
it over the pile so as to rest on the two other great fragments. We 
undermined the grave on both sides under the last block; but there were 
no bonl'S. _I I can only account for it, by giving grea t antiquity to the 
grave &. supposing water&. changes in climate had utterly decomposed 
every fragment . - We found on the neighbouring heights 3 other &. 
much smaller heaps of stones, -they had all been displaced; perhaps 
by sealers orolher Voyagers. - It is said, that when! an Indian dies, he 
is buried; but that subscqu.:-ntly his bones are t.lken up &. carried to such 
situations as have been mentioned,- I think this custom can eaSily be 
accoun ted for by recollecting, thai before the importation of horses, 
these Indians must have led nearly the same life as the Fuegi;ms. &. 
therefore in the neighbourhead of the sea,- The commonl4131 pre­
judice of lying where your ancestors have lain, wou ld mak.:- the now 
ro..lming Indians bring the less perishable part of their dead to the 
andent burial grounds.-
I A ~kel ch in Ihe m"rK;n appcdr~ In ittuM"'le the aTTdnl'lemt'nt uf th(· Slnne\. 

301 During the:.e days I have had some very long &. pleasa nt wa lks.­
The Geology is interesting, I hav.:- obtained some new bi rds &. ani­
ma ls. _I I also measured bnrometrically the height of the plain which 
must so lately have been benea th the sea; it has an al titude of 247 feel.­

Yesterday I shot a large Guanaco, which must. when alive, have 
weighed more Ihan 200 pounds,- Two males were fighting furiously 
&. galloping like race horses with their ears down & necks low; they did 
not see me &. passed within .30 yards; &. then I seltk>d the contest by 
shooting the PerSt.'CUtor.-
I Ont' of the .......... bmb obwlnro on tlus OC'C.5ion "as the oslnch 1 .. l>d by CD to IIIl' loo ... ·n 
by the Gauchos n the . A \'ntTU2; Pt'tise'. lhough he SftmsJ.!.g.hlly 10 !wIH' misundCDlood 
the I\dITll' In u.lklng lal~ aboul the 'Pelt,"'. b«-.U5e.llhough 'a\'flITU.I;' Cl:'rtdlnly me.>ns 
.n O'>tnm In Sponl~h, the ,,'oro ' pellSQ' ..... , uSO'd merety u a dlnunull\·~. Tl"I(' bIrd,,~ 

Luer named RJw dlfnl.,nu by John Gould. CO ,,·rote 'When.1 Port [)n, ..... In P.tilgoniol 
lUI 4R"), Mr ~I;loTlen~ ~hot an ostrich. t looked at iI, .nd from mosl unfortul\oll~y 
fOlKelhnK.1 IIw moment, th~ whotfo su~1 of the Peh_, thought II " 'as a 1"'''''lhll'lf 
gro .... n one or lho.- common 101"1. Tlw blTd " . ." sllnnro and cooked berore my memory 
,elomed. 8ullhe head, ned., legs, .... lngs, m.lny<>fthe largt'r fe.uheno. and • large polrtol 
the skin, Iud ~n p ..... w ... n-.;I From lheo\e a \"~ry neMly J'l"rfoo SjX'C"IlTIl'n Ius ~n pul 
togellwr, and If 1lU" c~hlboled In Ih~ muwum of the ZooIogIC.IJ Soofiy.' See ZooI"KY Z. 
I'art 111 1ll-5 • • nd &W<~k Rm!rd pp I~. {:U and Gould .... d a p;lpcr 10 the ZooIop;ICllI 
Socl~ty on Iluuubt«1 on 14 M.lTch 1837. See Cor'npo'~',."rr 2: 11 
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Entr .. n« to Port 5t Julian, by J, W. Cook ,1Ifter C. ~i.JrteM (Namrli l't 2: 248, 
where it is labelled Incorrectly as 'Entrance 10 Berkeley Sound'), 

4· The Ad\'enture not being ready for sea, the Captain detemuned to 
run down to Port St Julian l about 110 miles to the South &: to survey 
some of the Intermediate coast.- We floated Wlth a strong tide out of 
harbor; it is called backing &: filling from a particular manner of sailing 
the vessel &: is a ticklish operation. - Having passed the narrows, made 
sail: In II few minutes we struck rather heavily on a rock;-the tide was 
ebbing, but with good fortune she struck only twice more &: then went 
over. - The Beagle, in her last voyage, struck in 414 the night &: as is 
now supposed, on the same rock. -the summil is so small thallhe next 
day It could not be found by any efforts. - On both occasions the Beagle 
has received no essenlial damage; for the whkh all in her ought 10 be 
grateful. - At nlghl we anchored off theroasl.- 2 

' PuenoSanJlllUn 
JFitrlWy WfOtf' 'In war""'! 0111 of Porl Dnirt, the BHp llnoe" M.- forto.fooI hH_"IIy 
.. inM.rod. toO at to sNl.t hft fort.and.aft.; bul on W wenl ""th thor tIdt . • nd ... 
madt rao ......... I did not thaNo; It wunto "'hi)r mununs ",10 port I ... InItltItly 
mnVlnt'ed ttYl "'f Iwd tut thor \~ rod< on .. iIich 1M BNgIt MnICL 11\ 11129. 11\ tht 
Nfhl-. ~ ...... ~ apin muld find by liIy~ till thIa lily . .. hm J w .... ",1M 
~tJy, JOIfIIout .. ,th tht ... ~.ofbb AI!ow·...,. ..... ttwrtuebul.t '"" 011 
~ rod. whKtI., not f .. froIn mld-duinM. prn .. "tthotit the entrJlnce,' See NlfrTtltlr'f' 2: 
317-18. 

5""·gt During Ihese days we surveyed the roast &: al night either 
anchored or stood out 10 sea. There are many rocks &: breakers lying 
some way from the land &: a ship ought not to come near them . The 
t.lble lilOd of Port ~~ire, is continued to St Julian, but in many places 
interrupted by great vallies; &: large patches have been entirely 

il ~i\IPr ,P r rml ~I n I lin 



214 PORT ST JULIAN J ANUARY 1834 

removed, so that the outline resembles fortifica tions. The Beagle 
anchored off the mouth of the ha rbor & the Captain went in to sou nd 
the bar.l He landed me & I fou nd some most interesting geological 
facts. _2 At sunset we went on board, & the Captain took the ship into 
the ha rbor.-

'~ w.lleroolour by Conr~d M~rtens IJbelled. 'Enlranct' 10 Port St jolMn. IJny 9 l~ " 
inlhalled. RF (CM No, 92, &axlt Rmlrd p. 181). This .... JS engrJ\"ed. byS. Bull und{"f the' 
erTOne<)US htle 'Entrance to ~Tkell'Y Sound', in NQrnlru .. 2: faang p 248. It .... as n<'~rhc«, 
lhat in 15l(l Luis de M .. ndo,,iI .lnd CaSp;ir Ques.ula It'd an unsu«~ful T<" '011 J&o"Mt 
Fcrdlnand M.1og .. U~n. C.lptam Ct'OI'TJI of thc 5p.1rush fll't't . and that th",r dl~membert'd 
bodoes .... ere Imp;ilcd on stakes on Ih .. shore. ~fo ..... IOIIling on 10 the south in search of;l 
way to tho< PacofK, M .. gd13n erected a cross .u the summit of Montl' Cnsto, "' milt<; 
north·wl'St of the In(hor~ge. whICh may be:;et'n In the backgmu nd on the nghl hand Sldr 

of M,lrtens', pletU ..... 
Fiftv-elght yc~", lal"T, Francis Orale bc>headed anotm-r mulln ....... Thoma~ Doughty. 

beside the Sp;imsh gibbo!!, (drying his name in Lalln on a .,xl 'that II ml,l;ht be better 
undeNtood by ",n that ~hould rome after us. ' 
I II "a~ at Pori St Juhan thdt CD found Ihe remains of 1Hl .. of the m",,1 mtcreshng of hl5 
fossil m.lmm.tls.later named. by Richard OWt"n ,\ioJC1Q",Io""bI ,,,raclro,,,,,,, a hug .. hpuptl'f1\ 
th .. SIU of. camd with :;om .. of the fcaloT($ of a IlamJ. s.... ZruI":'i'jl t , PaTt I. 35-56. 

1(yh Went up to the head of the Harbor. -the bu.lt being aground on a 
mud-bank. we were all obliged to lounch fo r a half mile through mud & 
wa ter & did not reach the vessel till tate ilt n ight & very cold we all 
were. - In the dark we were puzzled by seeing another ship. - illurned 
ou t 10 bea French whaler, wh ich in thc morningcilmeovcr the b.1T ned. 
or nothing. The French Governmen t gives a grea t bounty to illl Whalers, 
I suppose to encourage a brt.'Cd of good seamen; but from whal we have 
seen of Ihem, it1415. will be a difficult task. -all the officeT~ are brought 
up in the English trade & it is curious to hear every word of command 
in Iheir boats given in English. 

11111 Again I started with the Captain to the head of the hil rbor.-it 
suddenly came on to blow hard. -so the Captain ran the boat on shore 
& we & four of Ihe boats crew all arml-d proceeded on fOOl. - It turnl-d 
out to [bel a very tong walk; in thc evening Iwo of the parly cou ld not 
walk any fu rther & we wefe all excessively tired. - It was caused by a 
most painful degft.'C of thirst; & as we were only II hours without 
water, I am convinced it must be from the extreme d ryness of the 
atmosphere. E..1Tlier in the day we experienced a great mortification; a 
fine lake was seen from a hill; I & one of the men volunteered to walk 
there, & not till quite dose d id we discover that it was a field solid of 
snow-white salt. - The whole party left their arms wilh the two who 
were knocked up & returned 10 the boat. Fresh men were then sent off 
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with some water, & we made a signal fire, so that by 11 odock we were 
all COl1l'Cted & returned to IheShip.-' 

' fitzRoy wrut~ 'OM d"y Mr OiIrwin and I undertook .. n ~1'31oo In _rch 01 
freV!.w .. m, 10 the he..d ohhe inlet, .. nd 1O\O.· .. rds .. ~ mMbd in an old SP;U'I.iIh pLan, 
"pcw>t ck asua duk.-;" b\Jt .. ftt'!" .. v"}' f .. bgumg .... Ik 1>01 a drop of ...... tt'Tcould hi found 
I L.y down on the top of .. tull, 100 tored and thiI'3ty 10 mL"J\'" fart~, lifting two Llkft of 
.... tl"t", U ~ thought , abooltwo mileoff, but un;abko to .... ad\ them. Mr Ovwu\. '""" 
~ lhan lhe ",,"", or myaelf. to long excunaons on short, thought he rou1d pi 
10 lhe Ld.", and ... ..." 10 try. W ........ tch.-d him .. ruOOusIy &om ,he lop ohM hill NLmed 
in the pLan "Thlr$ty Hill",!WIW Ium ~oop dooo ..... 1 the lake, butllNMdiitely INv .. it .. nd 
SO on 10 'noIhft, tlvt..Do he qu,lt~ without ddly, a.nd ~ kIww by lu .. low ~ 
P"" tlvl lhe .~,....,tl.U" ......... ·whnH". W .. m..n ~ no lIl~ti"' bullO tflum, U 
.... could, 1O~lOmeethimat c:JIVsod .. oftheto..;ght,~.u tul'l'lol"dftSlwud .. nd 
trudl'd .IonS hNvity ,""""gh. Th.- d..y hid bftn 50 hot IMt our bide slock ol .. ·,ter wu 
""'" nhlLu~~ .... Id "' ..... _ &U marc or Ie.!; IM$.-n WIth iMttvrnmb, .. mmurution, 01' 

wupoos. About duik I muld I"l'10\''' no furthft, Ivvmg loobshIy arried a hNvy 
dou~ gun aU d..y besides instnlln...,ts, 50, choo5Ing .. ~ which muld be 
found "S'in., I ~nta PIIrtyon and Lly down IO~; on.- mAn, the 1TIOitt 1If"fd IW):llOrtW, 
51,ying WIth 1M. A gI.uI oi Wolter would Ivv .. 1Nde me quite fruh .. buill ...... noI10 be 
h.d Aft ... _ hourt, ,,",'0 oi my boot's crew ~ wIth w.le-r, and .. -e ~ toOn 

rrvl\·OO. T o"'ilr<b morning we .. 1l got on bcNord, and no one suff .. red il/tc",·.rds from lhe 
O\·tr.f,.igue, e~~pl Mr OiI .... in, who had had no rest during the whole of Ilvl lhinty 
day-now. matte-r of amu$('m("nl, but al lh ... time ~ "ery serlou' .. ff,ir.' s..e N"'r#'n.~ 2: 
319-20. 

12P~ & JJ'~ I was not much tired although J reached the boat in the first 
division; but the two next days was very feverish in bcd.-14161 

14/10 Went out walking. & found some fine fossil shells. - The country 
pn.'Cisely resembles that of Port Desire.-it is a little more uneven, & 
from the absence even of brackish water, there are fewer animals. The 
Guanilcoc who drinks salt water is of course to be seen.- Two things 
have been found here for which we cannot account: on a tow point there 
is a large Spanish oven buill of bricks, & on the top of a hill a small 
wooden cross was found. - I Of what old navigators these are the relics 
II IS hard to say.- Magellan was here & executed some mubneers; as 
also did Drake &: Col lied the Island M true justice·.-

' II mWlt ('(lfI('I!'I\~y h,II\'" bHn MlLgdbn's~, if the .. 'COd ~ IUn,\'ed, bO\..., JOO 

""~ 
15'" A heavy galeofwmd from the SW;sc\'erai breezes from that quarter 

have reminded us of the neighbourhead of Tierra del Fuego.-

16"'-lsU Bad weather pre\'enting the completion of the survey has 
detained us these days. 

19"" Made sail very early in the morning, &- with a fair brCCT-e ran up to 
Port Desire; next day anchored off the mouth & with the you ng flood 
entered the harbor.-
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2(j~ I landed directly the ship came to an anchor, & had some collect· 
ing. - On an headland projecting into the sea, I found a heap of stones 
similar to the ones already described. There was a tooth & head of thigh 
bone, all crumbling intoearth.-in a few years no traces would be left: 
This explains the apparent absence of bones in the grave, made with so 
muchl4171labor, on the top of the hill . 

The Adventure is ready for sea &- with her new square top-sail will 
doubtless sail well. 

22- The Adventure &- Beagle stood out to sea.- At sunset the Adven· 
ture steered for West Falkland Island &- we came to an anchor under 
Watchman Cape.-

2J~ After Latitude observations at noon we made sail for the Straits of 
Magellan.-

261:11 With a fair wind, we passed the white cliffs of Cape Virgins &­
entered those famous Straits. 

29" Came to an anchor in St Gregory Bay; these days we have beaten 
against strong Westerly gales. - the tide here rises between 40 &-50 feet 
&- runs at the rate of between 5 &- 6 miles per hour. Who can wonder at 
the dread of the early navigators of these Straits? On shore there were 
the Toldos of a large tribe of Patagonian Indians. - Went on shore with 
the Captain &- met wi th a very kind reception. l These Indians have such 
constant communication with the Sea lers, that they are halfcivilized.­
they talk a good deal of Spanish &- some English. Their appearance is 
however rather wild.- they are all clothed in large mantles of the 
Guanaco, &- their long hair streams about their faces. - They resemble 
in their countenance the Indians with Rosas, but are much more 
painted; many with their whole faces red, &- brought to a point on the 
chin, others black.- One man was ringed &- dotted with white like a 
Fuegia n. - The average height appeared to be more than six feet; the 
horses who carried thesel4181large men were small &- ill fitted for their 
work. When we returned to the boat, a great number of lndians got in; 
it was a very tedious &- difficult operation to dear the boat; The Captain 
promised to take three on board, &- every one seemed determined to be 
one of them. - At last we reached the ship with our three guests. - At 
tea they behaved quite like gentlemen, used a knife &- fork & helped 
themselves with a spoon.- Nothing was so much relished as Sugar. 
They felt the motion &- were therefore landed. -

ISee w.lerco!ouTof Patagonian, lit Cregory 8.ay by Conr~ MMt"rI$ (CM No. 96, Ek-glf 
RmmI p. 197), engraved by T. Land5eeT In Namth!)t 2: fiidng p. 136. 
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3O'k A largl' party wenl on shore to barter for mantles &c. The whole 
popu lation of the Toldos were arranged on a bank, having brought with 
them Guanaco skins, ostrich feathers &c &c. The first demand was for 
fire-arms & of course not giving them these, tobacco was the ne);"t; 
indeed knives, axes &c were of no esteem in comparison to tobacco.­
It was an amUSing scene & it was impossible not to like these mis-nilmcd 
giants, they were so throughily good-humoured & unsuspecting. - An 
old woman, well known by the name of Santa Maria, recognized M' 
Rowlett as belonging fomlerly to the Adventure & as having seen him 
a yea r &a hal f agoatthe R. Negro, to which place a part of this tribe had 
then gone to harter their goods. Our semi-civilized friends expressed 
great anxiety for the ship to return & one old man wanted to accompany 
us. - Got under weigh & beat up to Eli7.abeth island & therel4191 came 
to an anchor. Some Patagonians ncar Peckets harbor made thrl'C large 
fires, as did also the Fuegians on the more distant Southern shore.­
Which signs of their proximity we are sony to see.-

31" The Ship came to an anchor in Shoal Harbor; but it was found 
inconvenient; she then doubled Cape Negro & again anchored in 
Lando Bay.- The boats were lowered & a party went on shore. -no 
good water could be fou nd. 

Februllry 1" So in the morning got under weigh to run to Port Famine; 
The wind fell light; so the Captain sent the ship back to her anchorage 
& proceeded in a boat to the head of Shoal Ha rbor. During the last 
voyage the Captain discovered a large inland seil (Skyring water),5/) 
miles long; From the end of Shoal harbor we wal ked 5 mill'S across the 
country in hopes of being able to see it; the distance turned out to be 
gre.lter than was expected & we were disappointed, if it had been 
nearer, the Captain had intended to have put a whale-bo..lton wheels & 
dragged it across, which would have saved much time in the surveyof 
this Water. As soon as we came on board, the anchor was weighed & 
with a light air stood down for Port Famine. 

The country, in this neighbourhead, may be ca!1ed an intermixture of 
Patagonia & Tierra del Fuego; here we have many plilnts of the two 
countries; the nature of the climate being intermediate: a few miles to 
thel4201 South the rounded Slate hills & forests of evergreen beeches 
commence. - The country is however throughily unintcresting.-

Feprrmry 2001 We got into Port Famine in the middle of the night, after a 
calm delightful day. M. 5.lrmiento a mountain 6800 fect high, was 
visible although 90 miles d istant.-
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J,J, 4'., Slit We are now within a wet circle, in consequence every 
morning there has been torrents of rain; in the evening I managed to 
have some walks along the beach; whkh is the only place where it is 
possible to proceed in any way but scrambling. 1 

ISft dou~pise pil"lOfillNl by Connd Mi.lUn. (01 No. 99, BlfIgk R«vrd pp. 21~17), 
libelled 'Port F.mine Feb)'. 18:).&', indicating ~bove on left 't.om.. RIInge the hi&hest 
2963' and em right 'Mount Tarn 2700' , Ben"lh the! picture M.rten. has written. 'Port 
F.mlN. So ClUed by C.vendish 159(, who diKoYtT'ed only 3 survivors 0I1he! INIny 
hundred. 01 Colonisu who embld.ed under I'hihp U c/. $p.I1n to found. Cokmy 
theT'f-about 1.5I!O up' Stokni, Semnd in a;JI'I\ll\UId 01 the BniHh &..pediOOn. commit· 
ted ~ tw..1S26in ~01 Nlvmgcontft1ded for. ~tht.~ 5IOmI6; 
ammt!l In the StrAiI1i 01 Mi.geI~n endH.-vunns to rnAb putoIp Ihroush·' For anothft 
wa~r 1abtI'ed 'Port F.unint.nd Mount Tvn. ~ 5.' (CM NQ 101) _ Btw,v 
ktonIp. ISS.1nemodemnameofPon FanuneisPUfttoHAmbft 

Martent'. not" require to .... Slight ron-ertion . Port Famine was founded by I)Qn 

I'fitro de S;ormiento in 1584 u the Ciud4d del Rry Felipe. a fottTe-ss intended by rhilip II 
to bIod< lhe Strailf of Magellan IgoaiNt the lNIl<lud'ng Brihsh .... ilol'l. But few of the! 
leitlers that he bnded then! .urvwe<! INm Ihe fir51 winlH, and in 1587, wes!w.rd bound 
in I'Iit (1r(U1TINvig.ation of the- globe, llMxnas Cavend!sh found the cn.dad daemd 
SarmimIO h!nuftf ...... capiUM by the British. ~Iwd ... In .:t 01 gxt' by QuHn 
Bw.beth. .00 I'ft'aptured by the Frmch. In ("(lIlUMU'IOn1ion of ru. pIlant , .. ilUff, tid 
Nme ...... gh-.en 10 the- highHt mountllin in rlHTl del Fuego. See aboN.mltltlr 1: 29-34. 

~ I left the ship at four ocIock in the morning to ascend Mount Tam; this 
is the highest land in this neighbourhead being 2600 feet above the sea. 
For the two first hours I never expected to reach the summit.- It is 
necessary always to have recourse to the compass: it is barely possible 
to see the sky &: every other landmark which might serve as a guide is 
totally shut Oul. - In the deep ravines the death-like scene of desolation 
exceeds all description. It was blowing a gale of wind, but not a breath 
stirred the leaves of the highest trees; everything was dripping with 
wa ter; even the very Fungi could not nourish.- In the bottom of the 
valleys it is impossible to travel. they are barricaded &: crossed in every 
direction by great mouldering trunks: when using one of these as a 
bridge. your course will often be arrested by sinking fairly up to the 
knee in the rotten wood; in the same manner it isstartling to rest against 
a thick tree &: find a mass of decayed mallerl4211 is ready to fall with the 
slightest blow. - I at lasl found myself amongst the stunted trees &: 
soon reached the bare ridge which conducted me to the sumntil.­
Here was a true Tierra del Fuego view; irregula r chains of hills, mottled 
with patches of snow; deep yellowish-green valleys, &: arms of the sea 
running in all directions; the atmosphere was not however clear, &: 
indeed the strong wind was so piercingly cold, thai it would prevent 
much enjoyment under any circumstances. - J had the good luck to 
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find some shells In the rocks near the summit. - Our return was much 
easier as the weight of the bod)' will fo~ a passage through the 
underv.·ood; &: all the slips &: falls are In the right direction.-

r- The day has been splendidly clear; Sarmiento. appearing lil..e It solid 
mass of snow, came quite close taus. I If Tierra del could boast one such 
da)' a wee .... she would not be so throughily detested . as she 15 b)' all 
who know her. - I m.lde the most of il &: enjoyed a pleasant stroll Wlth 
M' Rowlett &: Martens, - There is little fear of Indians. -we found 
however a wigwam which was not very ald.-&: the marks of a horse; 
There can be lillie inducement for the Patagonians locome here. as they 
cannot leave the beach; it is one of the few spots where the Fuegian &: 
Patagonian can meet. - Many of the trt.'es are of a large Sill.' . I saw 
several near the Sedger river. I) feel In circumference &: there is one 
18·9 inches. - I saw. Winters bar'" 4' .6- ln circumference. - 422 

ISft .. ,leroo6ow by Conr~ \tutPN ~ ' );lnt SirmlftllO b8OO. Lom.n R.orlK". rIw 
1'I1gM$1 296.)' . .. ;t1'l 1M Bt.~k" , nchor (CM No. 107, 8tr!~/r RrttJrd p , 112), rtOCI I nottin 
m.rgin runs 'd~pllon of 51\OW mount,;n' 

let' As soon as observations were obl.lined, we made sail in order 10 

leave the Strails &: survey the East ro.1St of Tierra del Fuego. 

, I " The next day we were almost becalmeci. - It isa most extraordmary 
contrast with the last season. - A ~ahng Schooner in the course of lhe 
da)' sent a boat on board; which brought lamentable news from the 
Falkland Islands. - the Gauchos had men &: murdered poor Brisbane&: 
DIXon &: the head Gaucho Simon, &: it is fear('(i several others. - Some 
English sailors managed to escape &: are now in the West Island.­
Since this the Challenger has been there &: left theGovemorwtth si). (!) 
mannes. - A Go\'t!mor with no sub)KIS e.\ cept some desperate 
gauchos who are living In Ihe middle of the island . - Of course the\' 
have taken all the half Wild cattle &: hofS(.'S: in my opinion the Falkland 
islands arc ruined. - tillS second desperate murder will give the place 
so bad a name that no Spanish G.luchos will come there, &: without 
them tocalch the wild caule, the island is worth nothing. -

This Sealer has been thiS summer at anchor for six weeks under the 
DIego Rdmiroz islands; & without a gale of wmd!- The very time 
dunng whKh last year we had a gale uf a month . - He was 1.1St year a! 
these same islands.-dunng the gale of the I)th hIS dec'" was fatrt~ 
swept, he lost all his boaIS&:C&c.- At this time two of his men were on 
one of the Diego roc"s, where they were left miserably to perish. as 423 

he was obliged to run for the Falkland I"'. 
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12" With very baffling winds we anchored late in the evening in 
Gregory Bay. where: our friends the Indians anxiously seemed to desire 
our presence. During the day we passed dose to Elizabeth Island , on 
North end of which there was a party of Fuegi.ans with their canoe 
h .- They were tlill men & clothed in mantles; & belong probably to 
the East C();Ist; the same set of men we saw in Good SuCC'e:5S Bay; they 
clearly are different from the Fuegians. & ought to be ailed foot 
Patagonlans. -Jemmy Bulton had a great honor of these men, under 
the na~ of "Ohens men".- "When the leaf is red, he u.sed to Ny, 
Ohens men come over the hill & fight very much." -

13" Early in the momtng we paid the Indians a visit in hopes of being 
able to obtain 50ffie Guanaco meat. - They were as usual very Civil: 
there Is now marned & living amongst them a native of M: Video (by 
buth I should think 213 of Northern Indian blood) who has been four 
years with them. - He tells us that they will remain here all the winter 
& then proceed up the Cordilleras; hunting for ostrich eggs; but that 
Guanaco meat never rails them in these parts. - The Captain is thinking 
of exploring the R. Santa Cruz, & this man gave us some good news, viz 
that there are very few Indians in that part & that the river is so deep. 
thnt horses can no where ford it.- In the R. Chu p"t . much fu rther 
North, there are very many Indians; enemies to thisj424 j tribe. - But 
that all Ihe Southern Indians 900 in number afe friends. - AI this 
present time there were two boat Indians paying the Patagonians a visit 
(thc men whom I have called foot Patagonians); they do not speak the 
same Innguage; bul one of this tribe has learnt their dialect . - These 
Indians appear to have a facility in learning languages: most of them 
speOik a httle Sp;lrush & English. which will greatly contribute to their 
ovdlZ.ltlDn or demonlization: as these two steps seem to go hand In 
hand. -

At mid-cby we p;tssed out of the first Narrows. & beg.tn to survey 1M 
roast . - There are milny & dOlRgerous banks. on one of which we nn. 
,.ft')' good chance of sticking; to escape it was necessary to get lR thlft 
Fathom water.-

14"-2J" During this week .. complete survey has been made of the East 
roaslofTterradel Fuego. We landed oruy OTKe. which wOlsat the mouth 
of what was fonnerly supposed to be SI Sebastians Channel. It now 
turns out only to be a large wild bay. - The country here is pari of 
Patagonia. open & without trees; further to the South. we have the 
same sort of transition of the two countries which is to be observed in 
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the Straits of Magellan. The scenery has in consequence a pretty, 
broken & park-like appcaranct.'.- In St Sebastian bay, Ihere was A 

cuneus spectacle of very many Spermaceti Whales, some of which were 
jumping straight up out of the water; every part of the body was visible 
exceptmg the fin of the tail. As they fell sideways inlo thcl42S1 water, 
the noio;e was a .. loud as a distant great gun . - By the middle of the day 
we were, after very fortunate weather, at anchor in Thetis Bay, between 
CSt Vincent & Diego. 

Upon gOing on shore, we found a party of Fuegians; or Ihe foot 
Patagonians, fine tall men with Guanaco mantle. - The wigwam was 
also covered with the skin of the same animal. - It isa complete puale 
to every-one, how these men with nothing more than their slight 
arrows, manage to kill such strong wary ammals. -

lZ~ As soon as the Ship doubled C. St Diego she got intoa very great & 
dangerous tide rip. The Ship pitched very heavily; in a weal vessel It 
would almost have been sufficient to have jerled out her Masts. We 
soon gol out of these uncomfortable straits; where a strong tide, great 
swell, & a bottom so uneven as to vary from 16 to 60 fathoms & then to 
5, almost always cause a great bubbling sea. - In Ihe evening, it fell a 
complete calm, & the long Southerly swell set us far 100 close to Ihe 
West end of Staten land. 

Z3~ What a great useless animal a ship is, without wind; here the swell 
was &Ct hng us right on shore & in the morning we found ourselves II 
the East end of the island about 30 miles further from our destination, 
than on the day before. - Staten land is one of the most desolate places; 
it is the mere backbone of a mountain 426. forming a ridge in theoccan. 
Its ou thne is peaked, castellated & most rugged . -

Z4 fl1 Came to an anchor in the evening under Woollaston I .... 

2Sfll I walked or rather crawled to the lOps of some of the hills; the nxl 
IS not slate, & \0 consequence there are but few trees; the hills o1rt' vcry 
much broken & of fantastic shapes. -

Whilst going on shore, we pulled o1longsKlea canoe with 6 Fueglilns. 
I ne\'C1" saw more miserable creatures; stunled in their growth , Ihetr 
hideous faces bedaubed with white paint & qUite naked . - One full 
aged woman absolutely so, the rain & spray were dripping from her 
body; their red skins filthy & greasy, their hair entangled, their vokes 
di!lCOrdant, their gesticulation violcnt & without any dignity. (NOli' HI 
IIIIITSill : Woman wilh child.) Viewing such men, one can hardly make 
onCS4.!lfbclievc that they arc fellow creatures placed in the s.lmc world_ 
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I can scarcely imagine that there is any spectacle more interesting &: 
worthy of renection, thalnl one of these unbroken savages. - It is a 
common subject of conjecture; what pleasure in life some of the less 
gifted animals can enjoy? How much more reasonably it may be asked 
with respec:c to these men. - To look. at the Wigwam; any little depres­
sion in the soil is chosen, over this a few rotten trunks of trees are placed 
« to windward some tufts of grass. Here 5 or 6 humanl4271 beings, 
naked &: uncovered from the wind, rain « snow in this tempestuous 
dimate sleep on the wet ground, coiled up like animals. - In the 
morning they rise 10 pkksheU fish at low water; &: the women winter&: 
summer dive to collect sea eggs; such miserable food is eked out by 
tasteless benys &: Fungi . - (Notr in mDrgin: Jerk out tillie fish out of the 
Beds of Kelp.) They are surrounded by hostile tribes speaking dirrerent 
dialects; &: the cause of their warfare would appear to be the means of 
subsistence. _I Their country is a broken mass of wild rocks, lofty hills 
&: useless forests, &: these are viewed through mists &: endless slenns. 
In search of food they move from spot to spot, &: so steep is the coast, 
thIS must be done in wretched canoes. - They cannot knowl the feeling 
of having a home - &: sti ll less that of domestic affection; without, 
indeed, that of a master to an abject laborious slave can be called so.­
How little can the higher powers of the mind come into play: what is 
there for imagination to paint, fo r reason to compare, for judgement to 
decide upon. - to knock a limpet from the rock does not even require 
cunning, that lowest power of the mind. Their skill, like the instinct of 
animals is not improved by experience; the canoe, their most ingenious 
work., poor as it may be, we know has remained the same for the 
13st14281 300 years. Although essentially the same creature, how li ttle 
must the mind of one of these beings resemble that of a n educated man. 
What a scale of improvement is comprehended between the faculties of 
3 Fuegian savage &: a Sir Isaac Newton - Whence have these people 
come? Have they remained in the same state since the creation of the 
world? What could have tempted a tribe of men leaving the fine regions 
of the North to travel down the Cordilleras the backbone of America, to 
mvent &. build canoes, &: then to enter upon one of the most inhospita­
ble countries in the world . - Such &: many other renections, must 
occupy the mind of every one who views one of these poor Savages.­
At the same time, howeve r, he may be aware that some o f them are 
erroneous. - Therecan be no reason for supposing the raceof Fuegians 
are decreasing, we may therefore be sure that he enjoys a sufficient 
share of happiness (whatever its kind may be) to render Jife worth 
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having. Nature, by making habit omnipotent, has fitted the Fuegian to 
the climate & productions of his country.-
' II wu no! u .. ttl28Sq>tm1ber 1838{_ .A."I...",.,Ifty p . 120) th.lrol CD 'hiopproed 10 rHd 
for .. mus.-m .... ' ~blthus on P\JpNI#tNl1l, .. nd be1ns ""d1 p~1Yd 10 'pp~'e 1M sirup 
for <eXiste .. ce whKh eWf)'''''here gonon from Jons-co .. tinued ob$en·"hDn of 1M hibtlS 01 
a .. imals and pl.-nIS, ;1 al on« stn>ek me INt under thne circumst,n«S favourable 
variations would t~nd 10 be pTi!SI'rved, and unfavour"ble ones to be destroyed. The !"Hult 
of this ... ·ould be Ihe formation 01 ne"" speciet.' This senle .. cecomu doSOl' loantici~tmg 
thit ... "ding. 

II mOIl' be noted tNl nowl\f"re in the Dury don CD ment'on tM prKI'ce of anmbihsm 
.. mong lhe Fueoguons, .. pos.s'-hiy f.lJ(Ie K"(U5,Ition for wNch he W.l' I.-ttrcnhciud In_ 
qUolrtftS. Tht story th.lrot u~("Ond,tions 01 K\'~ £amme the oIdHt ",-ome .. 01 thot tr"it.. 
",·eft ~unH utm ",'.1' fint told by FiI2RDy m MI ... t'I'" 2: 183, ,nd r-epe.ted by CD 
only in lhot IS.Sed,honoi/"", ... loflWxofrdtnp. 214. AccotdmgloE. L BridgH(UU"",,,," 
f1"Irl of'MnI,th, Hoddtr&' Stough lOn, London, 1948, pp. 3J....4) It wubis.'d 0 .. mi5leadmg 
in t"" i ...... ' with th~ uru~li.1ble Jemmy BUllon .nd a boyque-stiDned by the trader Willi.om 
Low. 
I Above 'They cannol know", Ihe words 1'he hibitable land cannot support' .re wriUtn 
on penct! . 

26111 In the night it blew very hard & another anchor was let go. - The 
leaden sky, the water white ""'ith foam, brings one bad:: to reason after 
all the fine weather. - Dear Tierra del has recoUected her old winning 
ways.- The ship is now starting & surging with her gentle breath.­
Oh the charming country.14291 

2r~ The weather was very bad: we left Wollaston Island & ran through 
Goree roads & anchored at the NE end of Navarin Island . 

2B'· This nol being found a good place. the ship was moved towithin the 
East end of the Beagle Channel & was moored by a beautiful little co\'e, 
with her stern not 100 yards from the mountains side. We passed thiS 
way last year in the boats.-

Mnrcil 1" All hands employed in getting in a stock of wood & water. 
There were three canoes full of Fuegians in this bay, who were very 
quiet & civil & more amusing than any Monkeys.- l Their constant 
employment was begging for everything they saw; by the eternal 
word-yammer-scooner.- They understood that guns could kill 
Guanaco & pointed out in which direction to go. - They had a fair idea 
of ba rter & honesty, - I gave one man a large nail (a very valuable 
present) & without making signs for any return , he picked out two fish 
& handed them up on the point of his spear. - If any present was 
designed for one ca noe & It fell near another, invariably it was restored 
to the right owner. - When they yammer-scooner for any article \'ery 
eagerly; they by a simple artifice point to their young women or little 
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children; as much as to say, "if you will not give it me, surely you will 
lo them".-
Fm.Roy WI'\JCe' 'TN 1~ of Much ~ In I'I"J'IrndNnl OUr wood.oo .. ·.In.l. ro\~, 
~ .. ~ had an opporturuty of I'I'ALns ..:quam~ .."h _ V.poe T~ 
NlIJ\'e$, who~ not to h,n~ mrt .. hit. mm briOA" (:':',",IWI'1:323). 5ft W;lt~ 
by Conr.ad Mlttmtof;l F~n;lnd "is ao.rwe(CM No. 131 . hgk knJrd p. 97), "~\'ed 
byT Land5ft1"11 'F~n (VlpooT.,J..t.tnW:;I)I' POftrl" eo.~' ;n N.rmn'f' 2: frontis~ 
Othe-r wlltrrolours Ind drlwlnpoilM Futp.n,~ thnl"eanon (eM Nos. 121 . 12<1, 
125, 126 and llO) • ..., rq>rodUC'lrd in Bt.l(lt R«wd p 187 ~t. 5H _l5o nott 2 for 22J.mUlry 
tW, p. 135. 

Z- The Caplain determined to make the bold attemptofbeatingagainst 
the Westerly winds &: proceeding up the Beagle channel to Ponsonby 
Sound or Jemmy Buttons counlry. - The day was beautiful, but a 
calm. - 14301 

4" Came toan anchor in the Northern part ofPonsonby sound. We here 
enjoyed three very interesting days: the weather has been fine &: the 
VIews magnificent . The mountauu, which we passed today, on the 
Northern shore of the Channel are about JOOO feel high . -they termi­
nate in very broken &: sharp peaks; &. many of them rise in one abrupt 
rise from the waters edge to the above elevation. The lower 14 or 1500 
feet is covered with a dense foreSI. - A mountain, which the Captain 
has done me the honour to ca ll by my name, has been determined by 
angular measurement to be the highest in Tierra del Fuego, above 7000 
feet &: therefure higher than M. Sanmento.-' It presented a very 
grand, appearance; there is such splendou r In one of these snow-dad 
mountains, when illununated by the rosy light of the sun; &: then the 
outilne is 50 disttnct, yet from the distance 50 hght &: aerial, that one 
such view merely vaned by the paSSing clouds affords a feast to the 
mind. - TIll near Ponsonby Sound we saw very few Fuegians; yester­
day we met with very many; they were the men Jemmy Button was 50 
much afraid of last year, &: said they were enemies to his tribe; the 
inlerverung &: thinly inhabited space o( ground, I suppose, is neutral 
bern'een the belltgerents. - We had alone lime 10 or 12 canoes 
iliongslde; a rapid barter was established Fish &: Crabs being exchanged 
for bits of cloth &: rags. - It was very amUSing to see with whal 
unfeigned satisfaction one young &: handsome woman with her face 
painted black,14311lied with rushes, several bils of gay rags round her 
head. - Her husband, who enjoyed the very unusual priviledge in this 
country of possessing two WIVes, eVIdently beame jealous of all the 
attention paid to his young wife, &: after a consultation wilh his two 
naked beauties, was paddled away by them.- As soon as a breeze 
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sprung up, the Fuegians were much puzzled by our tacking; they had 
no idea that it was to go to windward & in consequence all their 
altempts to meet the Ship were quite fruitless . - It was quite worth 
being becalmed, to have so good an opportunity of looking & laughing 
at these curious creatures; I find it makes a great difference being in a 
ship instead of a bOiIt. - Last year J got 10 detest the very sound of their 
voices; so much trouble did it generally bring 10 us. - (Nott in margin: 
Yammer-schooner last & first word.) But now we are Ihe stronger 
party, the more Fuegians the merrier & very merry work it is. - Both 
parties laughing. wondering & gaping at each other: we pitying them 
for giving us good fish for rags &c; they grasping at Ihe chance of 
finding people who would exchange such valuable articles for a good 
supper. -
I Bul ~ nOIf' I for 29 Jlnul'Y 1833. p . 140. 

5'~ In the morning, after anchoring in Ponsonby Sound l we stood down 
to Wullia or Jemmy Bullons cou nlry. This being a populous paTI of the 
country, we were followed by seven canoes. - When we arrived at the 
old spot; we could see no signs of our friends, & we weTe the more 
alarmed. as the Fuegians made signs ofl4321 fighting with their bows 
and arrows.- Shortly afterwards a canoe was SI.."Cn comi ng with a flag 
hanging up: untill shewasclosealongside, we could not recognise poor 
Jemmy. II was quite painful to behold him; thin, pale, & without a 
remnant of clolhes, excepting a bit of blanket round his waist: his hair, 
hanging over his shoulders; & so ashamed of himself, he turned his 
back to the Ship as the canoe approached. When he left us he t-yas very 
fat, & so particular about his c1othese, that he was always afraid of even 
dirtying his shoes; scarcely ever without gloves & his hair neatly cuL­
I never saw so complete & grievous a change. - When however he was 
clothed & the first flurry over, things wore a very good appearance.­
He had plenty (or as he expressed himself too much) to eat. - was not 
cold; his friends were very good people; could talk a little of his own 
language! & lastly we found out in Ihe evening (by her arrival) that he 
had got a young & very nice looking squaw. This he would not at first 
own to: & we were rather surprised to find he had not the least wish to 
return to England. Poor Jemmy with his usual good feeling brought two 
beautiful oller skins for two of his old friends &: some spear heads &: 
arrows of his own making for the Captain. - He had also built a 
canoe. -& is clearly now well established. The various things now 
given to him he will doubtless be able 10 keep.- The strangestj43J 
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thing is Jemmys difficulty in regaining his own languagc.- He seems 
10 have taught all his friends some English.- When his wife came, an 
old man announced her, "as Jemmy Buttons wife~!- Vorl Minster 
returned to tus own country se"eral month ago, & took fareweU by an 
act of consummate villainy: He persuaded jemmy & his mother to come 
to his country. when he robbed them of every thing & left them. - He 
appears to have treated Fuegia very 111.-

I A w"'termiour mowing the EkIIgI, al l'on5()flby Sound in lhe I\e"'Kie CNnnelwas 50Id by 
Conrad ~t.m!n5 to CO for) guirn'u in Sydovy on 17 J.anuary 1836 (eM No. 150, Btwgk 
Rtrord p. 116). II ... 'as den'loped from a pencil dr<lWlng (CM No. 148) d""cd 5 March m 
.... hich Ikbll.' Isl.:lnd is bbcl1t1d. U -.. Oil lhe Idt of the pICture, and the north side of lhe 
l\elg~ C,,",nnel behind lhe ship in the ~nt tt'_ Tlw ~1lW.' _rw ... .IS enllfnoo by T 
Land-. IS -Mulny N,lrIvw-l\e .. gIeChan .... l· in ~r.-."I'I' 2: fKlng p _)26 

(Ii jemmy went to sleep on shore bul came in the morning for break­
fast.- The Captain had some long conversations with him & cxtractcd 
much curious Information: thcy had left the old wigwams & crossed the 
water in order 10 be out of the reach of the Ohen .. men who came o\'er 
the mountains to steal. I They dearly are the tall men, the foot Patago­
nians of the East coast. - Jemmy staid on board till the shtp got under 
weigh, which frightened his wife so that she did not ceasccrying till he 
was safe out of the ship with all his valuable prescnts.- Every soul on 
board was as sorry to shake hands wi th poor jemmy fo r the last time, as 
we were glad to have seen him.- I hope & have litt le doubt he will be 
as happy as ifhe had never left his country; which is much more than I 
formerly thought . - He lighted a farewell signal fire as the ship stood 
out of Ponsonby Sound, on her course to East Falkland [Sland . _ 11434 
'Thno.> FuegwM. spell ·()na.men· by FllzR(Iy . .... ~ kf'o.,.'nu ON~ by the YI~. 

'In", fuotnott' on pp. 228-9oflhe 184Seocbbon of ""',IIIIlI1(~~. CO ... ·mce' 'c.pWln 
Subnn, .... ho. 51~ Ius \'O)'~g'" In the Bt>.IoKie, has ~ <"frlploytd on the IoUn't')' of the 
F.tIkI.lnd 15Iand~. lIe<lrd froma walef'on (1842?). thal .... hen.n IhI> .... Htem pllitolt ..... Strall 
of t.UgeU.,n, he ... ,u ~slonishcd by a ""11\'(' ... ·oman l'OmInI: on oo.rd, .... ho could 14111< 
JOR'\t' EnglISh W,lhout doubt tM was Futgl.1l 8asl<l't. She h\'1"Ci (I k-oI. tlw tt:nn pnJbably 
bean a double ",Ierrrelilhon)!iOIlle cby~ on board, ' 

What IS kno .... n about tlit' sub*quenl hislOf)' of the lIiI'«' FU~I.1n5 l'Cp.1tn;oted by 
Flt1Roy IS «'Iatl'd by £, L. Bridges m lIUtr~ par' 0(,1w ..... t~ . I todd", ... Stoughton, 
london, 1948. pp 41-8.nd 83-1 In NO\'l'mber 1859the r<lL1guniltn MI"lONrySociety'1 
tohip IoJIm c;.rd,Tttr <I"t'mptf'd lOestllboldh a miSSlOl\ ~I Wu ....... but on Sund.1y 6 Noo.'Cmber 
IIw mlS5io"""",, and <Ill the eftW e.\O!pt for 1m- ship'S rook .... tTl! maM.Kf'ed by the 
Yahgoall$, led app.1rl'l\tly by the troIo!IOIOO' Jemrny 6uttOll and hl~ brottwt' "lallJbw<J~nt 
enqulrv. }emmy trird 10 Lo y tlw bLome on the ONs. but "U not be!oe\'l"Ci lnoma) Bndges 
fir1t ,,",I Jemmy In 1863, ~nd notl"Ci I .... ' he h.>d Ihlft iOnS; bul the d.k! of Ius death is not 

1'«'Drded. T"n Y"al'li 1.al"". puty of Y.hpns from lhe OOJWT rout of TK'mI del Fuego 
\"IIoI11"Ci the Mw.Ion at Ushu.l.1I. and tui'Md out 10 include Futog.ut 8.a~I<~ , Aft.:or he. 
rN~ 10 Yorl< Minster in 1833.1 Wuw., W hiKt h.otd ,wochildrm by him. but he h.otd 
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Port Louis and Berkeley Sound, 
by J. W. Cook after C. Martens (Narmtit't 2: 248). 

ilUbsf'quently bf>.en lilled in ",tal"'hon 'or the murder of a man; In 1873 she "·I~ 
KrofI1panil'<! bya 5«Ond hUMland much yo .. .m~erthan hftself. In February 1883, Bndges 
10)'" her '01'" the !..1st hme among her o .. ·n peupk>. the A!..IcaJoofs. ~t London Jsland in tM 
e~lrt'me west of Tienil del Ful'go. She w~s IMn 62 years of age. in wNk oondlt1on and 
ntanng her end. 

l(j~ Arrived in the middle of the day at Berkeley Sound, having madea 
short passage by scudding before a gale of wind. - M' Smith, who is 
acting as Governor, came on board, & has relatoo such complicated 
scenes of cold-blooded murder, robbery, plunder, suffering, such 
infamous conduct in almost cvery person who has breathed this 
atmosphere, as would take two or three sheets to describe. - With poor 
Brishane, four others were butchered; the principal murderer, Antum, 
has given himself up.-he says he knows he shall be hanged but he 
wishes some of the Englishmen, who were implicated. to suffer with 
him; pure thirst for blood seems to have incited him to this latter act.­
Surrounded as M' Smith [is[ with such a sel of villains, heappears to be 
getting on with all his schemes admirably well . -(?) 

11 '~_H'k The ship was moved to near the Town.- 1 The Adventure 
arrived, after an exceedingly prosperous voyage. They killed so many 
wild bulls, geese &c &c & caughl so many fish, that they havc not tasted 
salt meat; this with fine weather is the beau ideal of a sailors cruize. I 
went on shore, intending 10 start on a riding excursion round the 
island, but the weather ..... as so bad I deferred it. 

'SH "~Il'rroIour by Conrad. Martens N!ol'd on • drawmg L1~LIed 'Port Lou .. , u.t 
F.luIUlnd~. March 14 1834' (eM No. 164, BnlSk Rrrord p. 117). The !ant "'M .Isa 
engr.'·l'<! by J w. CooJ.. a~ ·5e1lIen1l'nl al PUTt Louis' in Nllmll"" 2: f.lC1ng p. 248. 
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16'" Early in the morning I set out with 6 horses &:: two Gauchos. These 
were the only two 5paniards who were not directly concemed with the 
murder; but I am afraid myl4JSI friends had a very good idea of what 
was going to take place.- However they had no temptation to murder 
me &- turned out to be most excellent Gauchos. that is they were 
dl!Xterous hands in all the requisites of making the camp-life comforta­
ble.- The weather was very boisterous &::cold. with heavy hail storms. 
We got on however pretty well; excepting some little geology nothing 
could be less interesting. - The country is uniformly the same. an 
undulating moorland; the surface covered with light brown withered 
grass, &- some few very low shrubs all growing out of an elastic peaty 
soil. - There is one main range of quartz rock hiUs, whose broken 
barren crests gave us some trouble to cross. Few sorts of birds inhabit 
this miserable looking country: there are many small nocks of geese 
feeding in the valleys. &:: solitary snipes are common in all parts.- On 
the South side of the range of hills we came into the best country for the 
wild cattle; we did not however see very many. because the Murderers 
had by hunting them so much. driven them amongst the mountains. 
These men only lcilled the cows, &:: then took out the tongue &:: piece of 
meat from the breast, when this was finished they killed another. By 
their own account they must have killed more than200head. - Wesaw 
plenty of the hal~4361 decayed caT('ases. - In the evening we came 
across a nice little herd. 5t Jago soon separated a fat cow. he threw his 
balls. they hit her legs. but did not entangle her: he dropped his hat to 
mark the place where the balls fell. uncoiled his lazo &:: again we 
commenced the chace; at last he caught her round the horns. - The 
other Gaucho had gone on with the horses. so that 51 Jago had some 
difficulty in killing the furious beast. The horses generally soon learn 
for their own safety to keep the law tight when their rider dismounts, 
when this is the case the man ca n easily hamstring &:: thus secure the 
beast. Here the horse would not stand still, &:: it was admirable to see 
with what dexterity 5t Jago dogged about the cow till he contrived to 
give the fatal touch to the main tendon of the hind leg. After which. 
driving his knife into the head of the spinal marrow the animal dropped 
as if struck by lightning. - 5t Jago cut off enough flesh with the skin, &:: 
without any bones, to last for ou r expedition. We then rode on to our 
sleeping place. Meat roasted with its skin (came con cuero) is known 
over all these parts of S. America for its excellence.-it bears the same 
relation to common beef. wruch venison does to mutton. - I am sure if 
any worthy alderman was once to taste it; camel4J71 con cuero would 
soon becelebrated in London.-
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J"" During Ihe night it rained, &: the next day was very stormy with 
much hilil &: snow. From the number o( cows which have been killed 
there isa much la rger proportionofbul1s. - These wander about by two 
&: threes or by themselves &: are very savage.- I never saw such 
magnificent beasts; they truly resemble the ancient sculptures, in 
which the vast neck &: head is but seldom seen amongst tame animals. 
The young bulls run away for a short distance, bullheold ones will not 
stir a step excepting to rush al man &: horse; -& many horses have thus 
been ki lled.- One old bul l crossed a boggy stream &: took up his stand 
o n the side opposite to us. We in vain tried to drive him away &: failing 
were obliged to make a large drcuit. - The Gauchos in revenge were 
determined to render him fo r the future innocuous; it was very interest­
ing to see how art completely mastered huge force. One lazo was 
thrown over his horns as he rushed at the horse, &: another round his 
hind legs;- in a minute the monster was stretched harmless on the 
ground.-

Ouring the whole time we only saw one troop of wild horses &: this 
was to the North of the hills- it is (al curious thing that these horses 
although very numerous always remain in the East end oflhe island.­
The Gauchos Cilnnot account (or il.- 14381 We slept in a valley in the 
neck of land which joins the rincon deltoro, the great peninsula to the 
SW point of the island.1 The valley was pretty .... 'ell sheltered from the 
cold wind; but there was very little brushwood for making a fire; the 
Gauchos soon found what to my surprise made nearly as hOI a fire as 
c0.11s, it was the bones of a bullock, lately killed but all the flesh picked 
off by the Vultures. They told me that in winter time they have often 
killed an animal, cleaned the flesh from the bones with their knives, &: 
then with these very bones roasted the meat for their dinner. What 
curious resources will necessity put men to discover!-

I rOft I).ano.;n. Lat~r n.lmed .flffCO. is cleM to the poInt " 'here lheycnm.rd lhe islhmus 
on thiSOfX,J.sion. 

JgJ. It rained during nearly Ihe whole day; SO that al night it began to be 
very miserable work. We managed however with our Recado's 10 keep 
pretty warm &: dry; bul the ground on which we slept was every night 
more or less a bog &: there was not a dry spot to sit on after our days 
work.- The best wood in the island for buming is about the size of 
large heath it has however the good property of buming when green.­
It was very surprising to see Ihe Gauchos in the midst of rain, &: 
everything soaking wet , with nothing more Ihan a tinder box &: piece of 
rag imml'diately make a fire. - They seek beneath the bushes for some 
dry twigs or grass &: this they rub into fibres &: then (somewhat like a 
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birds nest) surround 439 it with coarser tWigs; they put the rag with its 
spar~ of fire in thc centre &: then covcnng it up with the fibrous matter, 
hold 11 up to the wmd . When by dcg~ It smokes more &: more &: at 
last burst o ut Into flames . - I am sure noothermethod would have any 
chance of sUCfi·t'(hng with such damp materials. -

19" The weatherconhnued so bad I was determined to make a push &: 
try to reach the Ship before dark, which I succeeded in doing. From the 
great quantity of rain this boggy country was in a very bad state. - I 
suppose my horse fell at least a dozen hmes& somehmes the whole s~ 
were floundenng In the mud together. All the little streams have then 
sides soft, so that II is a great e)!crtien for thc horses to Jump over them, 
&: from the Silrne cause they repeatedly fall . - To finish our misery, we 
crossed an arm of the sea , which was up 10 the lopol the horses backs, 
&: the little waves from the violent winds broke over us. - So that even 
IheGauchos were not sorry to reach the houses. -

1fI'- J(!' The Adventure sailed to continue her survey. - We are 
detalO(.'d owing to some prisoners who are In irons on board : we are 
\\'aiting till a Cullcr returns which will be chartered to take them to 
RIo. - My time pillo5eS very evenly. -one day hammenng Ihe rocks; 
ilnother pulling up the roots of the Kelp for Ihe curious lillie Corallines 
which arc attached to them.i440' 

AI' ril 1'· Finally weigh .. -d our anchor on our passage 10 the roast of 
Patagonia . Several causcs have delayed us. - The Culler has not 
retum .. -d &: in conSL"quencc to our great sorrow we are obliged to keep 
the two prisoners &: the "Kings cvidencc". -the weather has been very 
bad: &: lastly a French Whaler came In with her rudder injured, a bad 
leak, &: mutinous crew. The latter WIShed to desert Ihe vessel &: hve on 
shore; in the pTl.'Sent state of affairs this of course could not be allowed, 
& \\'e were oblig .. -d to bully them, &: finally to sec the vessel on her way 
to IUo de ]aneiro.- Ha\1.ng thu5 remo\ted two of the worst prisoners, 
there are httle fears for M'" Smith's safety. - Two Gauchos yet remam 
free, &: they are to be trusted: With their asslstancesufflnent wild cattle 
can be caught for the subsistence of the Colony.- Perhap5thls may be 
the first start in that prospenty which these islands must ultimately 
obtain . -

JJ' Dropped our anchor withm the moulh of the nver of Santa Cruz: 
our pasSilge has been a fortunate one; only Sl). days, & this against the 
constant Westerly breezes. - It blew very strong in the morning. &: we 
could only lust manage to fetch In . - I have ne\'er seen HIS Majesty' s 
vessel under a grcater pn..-ss of sali or much closer to it lce-shore. -
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Tomorrow a place will be sought out to lay her aground to look at her 
bottom. Her top-maslsl4411 &- everything excepting main masts will be 
on deck &- her guns, anchors &-c on shore.-

14'· & 75'· Took two very long walks. The country is, as al Port Desire, 
an elevated but perfectly level plain: it is dry &- sterile in theextreme.­
lis natural productions, plants, birds &-animals, arethesameas in other 
parts of the Coast. The air is dry &- sky clear; &- this at least makes 
exercise very pleasant.-

16th The Ship was laid on shore;' it was found that several feet of her 
false keel were knocked off, but this is no essential damage; one tide 
was sufficient to repair her &- after noon she floated off &- was again 
moored in safety. Nothing could be more favourable than both the 
weather &- place for this rather ticklish operation.-
, ~ engr;l\~ng (reprOOuced on title page) byT. land~r aftl'r Conrad MarteRSmlitlN 
'Beagle Iilid ilshore. River Santa Cn,,' in N~Tf'QIII't' 2: facing p 336. This was the only 
ocraSlon on which Martens m.Wt' iI drawmg of the Bngk at dose quartef'J. 

18'· In Ihe morning three whale-boats started under the command of the 
Captain to explore as fa r as time would allow the Santa Cruz river: 
During the last voyage, Capt. Stokes procceeded 30 miles, but his 
provisions failing, he was obliged to return. - Excepting, what was 
then found, even the existence of this large river was hardly known: We 
carried three weeks provisions &- ou r party consisted of 25 sou ls; we 
were all well anned &- could defy a host of Indians. With a strong flood 
tide &- a fine day we made a good run, soon drank some of the fresh 
water, &- at night were nearly above the tidal influence. The river here 
assumed a size &- appearance, which, even al l442 the highest point we 
ultimately reached, was scarcely diminished. It is generally from three 
to four hundred yards broard, &- in Ihe centre about seventeen feet 
deep; &- perhaps its most remarkable feature is the constant rapidity of 
the cu rrent, which in its whole course runs at the rate of from four to six 
knots an hour. The water isof a finc blue color with a sligh t milky tinge, 
but is not so transparent as would be expeded; it flows over a bed of 
pebbles, such as fonns the beach & surrounding plain. _I The valley is 
in a very direct line to the westward, in which the river has (a] winding 
course, but it varies from five to to miles in width, being bounded by 
perfectly horizontal plains of 3 to 500 feet elevation.-
1 FoIlo .... rd by ItHo d .. M .. d .... ords, ·e~~~tlng .... here then- are diffsola sandy day'. 

19'~ In so strong a current it wasof coursequile impossible either to pull 
or sail so that the Ihree oo.lts were fastened astern of each other, two 
hands left in each, &- the rest all on shore to track, (we brought with us 
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colla rs all ready filled to a ..... hale hne) . _1 As thc general arrangt.'ments 
were \cry good for facilitating the work, I will describe them; the party 
wtHch induded t't~ry O~, was divided into two spells. (at first mto 
three) & edch of these pulled alternately for an hour & a half - The 
officers of each boat lived with. eat the samc food, & slept m the same 
lent with their crew; so that each boat WdS quite independcnt of the 
others; After sunset, the first level place where there wcre any bushes 
was chosen fo r our mghts lodging. The boats- 443 crew took It in turns 
10 be rook; immediately Ihe boat was hauled up, the cook made his fire, 
two olhcrs o f the men pilched the tent, the coxswain handl,.-d the thmgs 
out of the boat, & the rest, carried them up to the tents & collected fire 
wood. - By this ml'ans in half an hour, e"ery thing ..... as ready for the 
night . A watch of two men & an officer was al ..... ays kl'pl. whose duty it 
wa'i to look after the boots, keep up the fires & lookout for Indians;each 
m the part) had his one houre\"('ry night.-

Dunng thiS day .... ·e traded but a short distance, for there arc in this 
part man)' islands, WhKh are covered with thorn)' bushes, & the 
channels between them are shallow, thl'SC two causes hinden.>d us 
much, 

t~ wtlrd~ In br.lclfl. howe bt. ... n m..1rled furdelct",m In pendl. 

20'~ We passed the islands & set to ..... ork; our regu lar days ..... ork, 
although it was hard enough, carried us, on an average, on ly ten miles, 
m a straight line, & perhaps 150r 20 as ..... e were obliged togo. - A large 
smoke was seen at some distance. & a s"'elt.'lon & o ther signs of horses; 
b\' which ..... e knew that Indians were in the country. Beyond the place, 
where we slept was completely terTa mcognita. for there Capt Stokes 
turned bad .. - in tht.' course of the day an old boat-hook was picked up 
(wllh the Kings mark). One of Ihe boals crew, who had been up the 
n\'er on the former voyage. remembered that it was then lost So that 
the boat-hook after I)'ing 6 or 7 years in Patagonia , retumed to ItS 4441 
proper home. the Beagle. - Both this & the last night ..... i\Sa severe frost 
&: some of the P.lrty fe lt thecold.- I 

flt:tRoy .. ·rotl' \tr Darw,n tntel toCOLt(h ~ ",·,th ~ C<I~3 net. but .. ,thout W«ft~. to 
'tTUl\~~ Itn'~m bring mlKh ~g.tlM' MK'CHIfuI fWung It "fT)' wrp ~ '&"'" thi» rught 
The MI ~nd otMlhmp. ""hid\ ~ OCC\I~ but !lttlt room III thl' buoot . .. ·tn' frourL so 
~,~ 10 boPconv unD\Al\olLge~bW ~nd \f'rVdUlorult Wsto ...... SH NiI".I".1: ~ 

21" In the moming.tracksofa parlyofhorses&thelongspearorChusa 
..... hich trails on the ground . .... ·ere found; they were so fresh that II was 
generally thought they must ha\'e reconnoitred us dunng the rughl ­
Shortly afterwards we came to a place ..... here there ..... ere fresh footsteps 
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of men. dogs. chIldren &:- hor.es at the edge of the n\"er& bene.lth the 
\'Ioaler; on the uther sIde of Ihe m 'er there were also n.'Ct'ntlracks & Ihe 
remains of 11 f1fe it IS very dear that this is the place where Ii'll' Indian.; 
cron. It musl ~ both a dlfflcult &:- dangerous P'lsS<lge The Sp.1Rl,ud 
who h"H with the Cregor) Bay tndians told methatlhe~' ~ In the 
m.lnner whw:h tM Gauchos call -. pllw"; thatlS the comef5 of. hide 
are tied up & thus. sortofc.\noe IS made whICh generally ... puill-d O\'er 
by c.tchlng hold of the horst"'> tail. - After a mile or two beyond Ihl4 
Ihere were for INnydays no signs of men or horses. - "e 501" howe\·" 
fn."!>h ~moleof tM P'tty \'Io·hom we left betund, from WhKh Ilhtnl.lhe, 
ne\'er 'YIW us. bul Ih.ll we ~entally p's'ied Wllhtn • d.y or t\'loU" 
march of eacholher.- TheSpanlard told me he belle\'oo there \'10 ere nu, 
or ' ·c'l fcw Indl.1ns al S. Cruz; perhaps Ihey are Ihe wnw smalltnb.,· 
\'Io-ttic:h ocassaoNlly frequenl Pon Desire. & whose wme horse w,) 
seen up Ihe m 'er , - 445, A Cuanaco was found dead undl.'r water. but 
tn a shallow pLlCe; the meat was qUite fresh: upon sktnnlll8 liS head. /'I 

brUI"" was found . we imagine thatlhe Indians must h.l'·t'Sirucl.ll wllh 
their 1>.1115 &:-Ihal gOIng 10 the water todrink, II died . - Whatever II., end 
mighl have been, after n few doubtful looks It was vOled by the gfe.lter 
number better than ! .. l l! medt, &:- was soon cut up &:- in the evening eilt.-

22- The country remains the S<lme, &:- terribly uninteresting the great 
slmil.lrity in productions is a very striking feature in all rat.l8onia. the 
level plains of nnd 'hlngle support the same stuntl.'1:i I.e dwarf pLmts; 11\ 

the valleys Ihe $.lme thorn-bearing bushes grow, I.e everywhere we bl.~ 
the $olme bmis & insects. Chtriches are nOI uncommon, but wild in the 
e"\treme. The Cuanaco. howe\er, IS in his proper distrK:t. the rountn.­
sYo'arms ",Ih them; there were man)' herds of 50 to 100, & I saw one. 
\'Iollh. I should IhlOk 500.- The Puma or lion I.e Ihe Condor follow I.e 
prey upon these anmyls; The footsteps of Ihe former might .lmO!lt 
e\·H)' ·\'Io·here be.seen on the haw of the n\'er The remain! at sen~ral 
Cu.lnaC'O Yo,th their necLs diskx:.1ted & bones brulen & gn.ah~ 
sho\'lo l.od how they met their deaths_ hen the wry hanu of Ihe n\er &:­
of the clear little strcamlets '""hkh enter II. arc scarcely enhened by a 
bnghler linl of green The curse of sterility i.s on the wnd - The "-'ry 
"'·aters. runnlngo\er the bed 446 of pebbles • • ~ stocked wllh no f~h 
Ht>nce there are no water-fowl, \'Io"llh the exception of 50me few ge-cst' &: 
ducks.-

23'" Rt.">too hll noon, to clean arms, mend clothes I.e shOl"l, Ihe Intter't 
iIIlready beg.ln to sho\'lo symplomsof hard work.-
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uti>: Like the old navigators approaching an unknown land, we 
examined &. watched for the most trivial signs of a change: the drifted 
trunk of a tree. a boulder of primitive rock were hailed with joy. as if we 
had seen a forest growing on the stony ridges of the Andes. - But the 
most promlsmg. &. which eventually turned out true Sign. was the tops 
of a heavy bank of clouds which constantly remained in nearly the same 
place. - These at first were taken for mountains themselves. instead of 
the clouds condensed by their icy summits. A Guanaco was shot, which 
much rejoiced those who could not compel their stomachs to relish 
Carrion. -

25111 6' 26t1>: This day I found. for the first time. some interesting work; the 
plains are here capped by a field of Lava, which at some remote period 
when these plains fonned the bottom of an ocean, was poured forth 
from the Andes. 1 Th~ field of Lava is on a grand scale; further up the 
river it is more than 300 feet thick, &. the distance from its source is 
great. - The most Southern Volcanic rocks In the Andes hitherto 
known are many hundred miles to the North, not far l4471 from the 
island of Chiloe.- The Lava caused many smatl springs.2 the valleys 
here were greener &. I recognised many plants of Tierra del Fuego.­
The Guanaco was in his element amongst the rugged low prrecipices.1t 
is curious how in ma ny cases the scenery is totally dependent on the 
geology; some of the valleys so precisely resembled those at 51 Jago, 
that if I could have added the wannth of a Tropical day I should have 
looked about me to recognize old-frequented spots. - J 

, I"OI~ in INrgin . Action 01 curnnt. Ori&m 01 V.fIty' 
lNOl~ m INrgin ·C.uwol spring'" 
J~ ptOOI dr.wmg by Conr~ MilrttnJ I.Ibtlltd. 'Vltlfy w,th I slNli strtam Olnning lnlQ 
s.nta CruL Kwn, Ih~ hlils crowMd wilh Vok.ni( Rock, lhe 1l'ICIl1 IIOUIIwm )'~t dJXOo 
\'~1Yd Apnl 26' (CM No. 173, &Wglt Rtrord P 200), and w~lerrolour d~\'~loped from it 
(CM I"Q. 174, &wgk Rtrord p. 2(5). FilzRoy wrote 01 it "The &len .bo,,!! menOooed IS ~ 
wild Iook'"8 rlllint', bounded by black I.I\.~ diff,. A $Ire.m uf nccl~nt waleT ,,·tndl 
through ,I .mongJllh~ Ionll grist, and. kind 01 iunlVe .1 the bottom t,.;on, Or rather 
pulNl sMltn in II , as 1M r«flIlly lorn 1'ftn.I'I\S of gul~ Ioho,,-ro us. Condon 
Inhabit the basaltic d,'IS. N~.r the ri\'~r IOfIW impcrlm columN 01 b.,.lt gi\'e 10 • 
rem.lrubl~ rocky Mlshl. 1M 5om'IbLI~ ol.n ()Id e,utko AltllgflMr it it I ~M 01 " .. Id 
~hneH quil~ fit 10 be tM breedin~ pIKe 01 lions: See N .... 'iI ... 2:)48. \\'hm the IoC'ftIt 

WI~ ~nS •• \ed by T. UrwUH-r., '81,.11 Cl~n-Ri\"l·.,.S;t.n .. COle In Nil .... "".., 2: IKlng p. 
348, lhe lions "I.'fe duly .ddtd. 

27'* The bed of the river is rather narrower hence the stream more rapid; 
it generally runs nearly 6 knots an hour. -in the channel there are great 
blocks of Lava-whkh together make the tracking both laborious & 
very dangerous. - Yesterday two holes were knocked through the 
sides of one of the boats, but she was got on shore &. repaired, without 
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any further damage.- I I shot a condor, It measured from tip to lip of 
wing 8 & j fcct;-from beal.. to tal14 feet They are magruficent birds; 
when seatlod on a pmnacle over some steep preoplce, 5ultan-h"'e tht.')' 
VleW the pl.1lnS beneath them , , believe these birds are ne'·er found 
excepting where there are perpendicular cliffs; Further up the nver 
where tht: 1.1\"01 IS 8&900 feet a\x)Ye the bed of the m·er, I found a regular 
bn."Cdmg pla<:e; It was a tim' Mght to see ben-.'een 448 len & t""enty of 
the-5e Condo~ start heanl~ from their reslmg spot & then wheel away 
in ma,eshccirdes_-~ 

'. ~ ... 'm~ t>v T L.lndJft"f ,111m C. M .. nm\ mlllkdRqN.I~ IINI. In ....... ,_ L 
""--,nA P 116 
'5« .. ~lf'fCOIout bY Cunrold /l.Lulrn\ lirJ"Ktlnx ~ ~nk on • dNd gu.olloll'O (Ot 
'0- 1Y7. hgk kntrd r liWl). In ""' .... II( "'-,.,..,.. Pf' 219-2. CO pnxHdl W 
\UmmMUr 1uJ~· .. tlM3 011 thor IwIht1 of lhor rondoor 

18' Found a tnpod of wood, fllstened together b)' hide; II had A(»led 
dO""lllhe m 'er; the first sign of the rcappeo1ranceof man_-

19" From the high land, we ho1lled With joy Ihe snowy summits of Ihe 
Con/iUtras, as they wert' sa'n occa!osionally pt.'t'pmg through their 
du~k)' envelope of Oouds.-

J(tI' 1:1 MO.1f 1" We continued to set on but slowly. The Captains servant 
shot two Gmlnaco: t Before the men could arrivc to carry them to the 
boa ts the Condor!o & some small carrion Vultures had picked even the 
bones of one clean & while, & this in about four hours. - The Guanaco 
probably weighed 170 or 180 pound ... - When the men arrived, only 
IWO Condors were there & some sm.,11 Vulillres withm the nbs were 
pKklng the bones,-

Fll~ ... TOIr 1lw ord(-r of OUr moIrdI ...... II ..... ItV _ or twt) ~ III oId, .. I'I«, OM 

"VUIS-"r DAno,", oInd ~v Mr'*"'n, (If 'If Byroc», llpon lhor~b-"putv 
.. ,Illn~ .100" thor br.I"l.5 ........ r thor IINb, n:-oIdv In ""-or 01' _ '" 1TlId.i~ .nd 1M 
~Khl UI' 1m mm "'hn "!FIr d.~(WtIA Itw IIure' buoItJ .. IonX"l lhor IOIle of .bout ho.'o III&In 
.. n hour 0'\," 1M ground, lhou~ fun .,,,hllnot. thrw~ thor ... .I~ • 5ft ""lIfflIl_1: 347. 
~nd ... , ... trn'''''''BbvCunnd \LutrM,CM ~ ,"'1 .. nd ,Q(l. ~.It~Pf' 2'2-11~ 

2 '1:1 J'" The mer was here 'en. tortuou .. , & In man)' parts there were 
great blocls of Slate & Gramle, whICh In former periods of commotIon 
h'1\·c come from the Andes:' Both Iht.'Secau!oCS sadly inlerfered WIth OUt 
prugfl'SS, - We had ho"t."\'er Ihe wllsfaction of 5eC'ing In full new the 
long \!orth & South range of the Cordilieras_ -! Th~' fonn ill 10ftv & 
Im~mg h.lrner to thiS fLIt countr}'; many of the mountains were steep 
& pc»ntedconc5, & these weredothed with snow. - We 100J..OO at them 
With r,,'Sret. for it was e,·ident we had not time to reach them; We were 
obhged to un.1gme 449, the" nature & grandeur, instead of standing as 

p , rwin nli 



lJ8 RIO SANTA CRUZ MAY 1834 

we had hoped, on one of their pinnael" & looking down on the plains 
below. Dunng these two days we saw signs of horses & severallitUe 
articles belonging to the Indians, such as a bunch of Ostrich feathers, 
part of a mantle, a pointed stick. From a thong of cows hide being 
found; II IS «,-rUin lhat these Indlans must come from the North.­
They probably have no connechOn WIth those whose smoke we saw 
nearer to the Coast; bUI that dunng the Summer they travel along the 
foot Andes, In order 10 hunt in fresh country.- The Guannco being so 
excessively iilbundanl I was at first much surprised that Indtans did not 
constantly reside on the banks of this river; the cause of their not 
frequenhng these plains must be ther stony nature (the whole country 
Is a shingle bed) which no unshod hOf1l(! could withstand. - Yet in two 
places, in this very central part, I found small piles of SlOnes whkh I 
think could not have been accidenully grouped tagethe!-, - They were 
pL1ced on pt'OteCting pOints, over the lughesl W.Viil cliffs; &: resembled 
those at Port Desire, but were on a smaller scale; They would not have 
been suffidentto ha\'ecovered more than the bones of a man . -

1 r .. ncil not .. In m.&rpn; 'OYrKtw of Upp'" pj.in .. hl'ftd' 

' 5ft .. -.. mroIour by Conad M'rtms lOki 10 CD II!! 'RI\"ff 5.lnloJ CNZ' few' SU~ m 
Sydney on 21 j.lnWlry 1836 (CM No, 193. 8tIr,~1t kcwd P 201), .. -tu.;:h showt IN line of 
ItW'n ~uh", Ihl' booJI,. and lhe Cordll~~ of the And" in lhedLI"'~ 

4"" The Captain detenmned to take the boats no further; the mountain 
were between 20 &: 30 miles distant & the river very serpentlne. - Its 
apparent dimensions & ~.50; depth nearly the same; it.o; current equally 
strong. - The country &: Its productiOns remained equally unmterest· 
ing, - In iilddltion to all this our provisions were runmng short; ..... e had 
been for some da)-s on half allowance of bsSCUlI. - This same half 
iilllowance, all hough really sufficient, was \'ety unpleasant after our 
hard work; & those who have not tned it will alone exclaun about the 
comfort of a light stomach & an eas), digestion. It was very ridiculous 
how invariably the conversation in the evening turned upon all sorts, 
qual.Jhes & ktnds of food .-

The Captain & a large part)' set off to ..... alk a few miles to the 
Weslward .- We crossed II desert plain which forms the hc"d of the 
valley olS. Cruz. but could not set! the base of the mountams , - On the: 
North side. there is a great brea!.. In the e\e\'ated lava pt.m. iil5 If of the 
\'alley of a river. - It is thought probable that the main briilnch of the S 
Cruz bends up in that directIOn & perhaps drains many miles of the 
Eastern slope of the chain. - We took a farewell look althe Cordilleras 
whKh probably in this part had never been Viewed by other Euro~an 
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eyes, &: then returned to the tents, - At the furthest point we were 
abuut 140 mile.; from the Atlilntic, &: 60 from the nearest inlet of the 
PaCific. 1 

I At thCll lurthc. ' "'tIl. Ih", P"rt~ "' •. '" prohobty wilhln" lew mlltJ 01 laKo Argcnnno. 
",tu.:h runn«b ... , Ih 1..180 V.ro~ .. nd L...go San 'Urtln. ,nd ",'hlCh ...... s fin;t d~t-i 

by J It Gud",,'!" in 1867. flt/Ruv read a P"IX"' ilbout the "'llo"Ibhon h,) the Royal 
C~r"l'hical 5oc1o.·tv on II 'I~l' 18.)7 (/"" .... 1 u( /"" Royal ~"'''''1fI1 Sootty u( '-""'111<1 7: 
11"-26), 

5,I! Before sun-rise, we begall our desccnl. 1451 We shot down the 
~tream wilh gre,11 rilpidity; generall ), at the rate of 10 miles an hour; 
what.l contra!>t to the laborious trilcking.- We effected in thiS day. 
what had cost u~ fh·edays&: a half; fTom passingoversomuch country, 
we as it were conden~ed all the birds &: ilnimab together &: thcy 
appcMed much more numerous. -

6'~ We agam L'quatled fh'e &: half days tracling: thc climate is «'flJinly 
vcr)' different near to the mountain~; it is there much colder, more 
windy & cloudy.-

rt Slept at the place where thc WOlter nearly ceases to be fresh. - A lent 
&: P.lrly was left to try to shoot some Guanaco.-

Almost everyone is disconten ted with this expedition; much hard 
work, &: much time lost &: scarcely any thing seen or gained. - We have 
hoWe,'eT to thank our good fortune , in enjoying constant fine dry 
,,'eathl!T & blue skys. To me the crui7C hd~ oc'Cn most satisfactory, 
from "ffording ~o excel lcnt a section of the greal modern formation of 
Pat.lgonia. -

9"'-J I" I took some long wallo;; collecting for the last time on thc sterile 
plainS of thiS Eastern side of S. America. - The Sportsman have 
il ltogether been ver)' lucky; Ten guan,1(,'O have been killed & eaten; 
several CondON &: a large wild Cat ha\'e been killed, & M'Stuart ~hot a 
very large Puma - 452 ' 

12' We put to sea; &: steen..-d in St!ilrch of an alleged rock (thc L'aigle) 
betw ....... n the Fillklands & mouth of Straih of Magellan; after all un~uc­
cessful hunt, we allchor~ on the 161h o ff C. Virgins.-

16'" The weather has been b.ld, cold, &: boisterous (&: I proportionally 
sick &: miser.lble). - It ne\cr ceases to be in my eyes most marvellous 
that on the CO.1St of Patagoni,l there is constant dry wcather & a clear 
sky, &: at 120 miles to the South, there should beas constant clouds rain, 
hail, snow &: wind.-
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2J" During these days we have been beating about the entrance of the 
StraIts, obtaining soundings &: searching for some bilnks (a dangerous 
one was found); at night we came toan anchor; 

22"" &: before daylight the Adventure was seen on her passage from the 
Falklands. ShortJy afler we left Berkeley Sound, a man of Wilr ClIme in; 
she has taken away all the prisoners. &: now the island 1.5 quite quiet.­
We received our letters; mine were dated October &: November. _I We 
shall now in a few days make the best of our way to Port Famine; the 
days are of course very short for surveying; the weather however. 
gradas a dios, is pretty fine for these Southern latitudes. - It Is a very 
curious fad; that il now being only one month from the shortest day &: 
in such a latitude, that the temperature is scarcely perceptibly colder. 
than during the summer; we 453 all wear the same clothes as during 
last years visIt -
'llwsot ~ from Ius 5OS1flf 1M IM'"ft'ilI fntNtl (_ ~ I: lJ6.-.42. 3&5-8. 
J50-tlfldJ»-8) 

2~ We anchored In Gregory Say &: took in six days water; our old 
fnends the Indlans were not there. - The weather has lately been very 
bad, &: is now very cold. - The Thennometer has been all day below the 
freezing point &: much snow has fallen: This is 'ilther miserable work in 
a ship, where you have no roaring fire; &: where the upper deck, 
covered with thawing snow is as it were, the hall in your house. -

Jun~ J" Arrived at Port Famine. I never saw a more cheer-less prospect; 
the dusky woods, pie-bald with snow, were only indistinctly 10 be seen 
through an atmosphere composed of two thirds rain &: one of fog; the 
rest. asan Inshman would say, was very cold unpleasant alt.-

Yesterday, when passing to theS. ofC. Negro. two men hailed us &: 
ran after the ship; a boat was lowered &: picked them up. - They turned 
out to be two seamen who had run away from a Sealer &: had joined the 
Patagonians. They had been treated by these Indians with their usual 
disinterested noble hospitality. - They parted company from them by 
accident &: were walking down the roast to this place to look out for 
some \'essel. I dare say Ihey were worthless vagabonds. but I never 
saw more miserable ones; they had for some da)'s been living on 
Muscles &:c & berrys &: had been exposed rught &: day to all the late 
constant rain & snow. - What .... ·m not man endure!- 454 

2""-8'" The Adventure rejoined us, after having examined the EaSI Side 
of this part of the StraltS.-
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The weather has during the greater part of the time been very foggy 
" cold; but we were in high luck in having two clear days for observa­
tions. On one of these thc view of Sarmiento was most imposing: I have 
not ceased to wonder, in the scenery of Tierra del Fuego, at the 
apparentlittie elevation of mountains really very high . - I believe it is 
owing to a cause which one would be last to suspect, it is the sea 
washing their base &: the whole mountain being in view. I recollect in 
Ponsonby Sound, after having seen a mountain down the Beagle 
Channel, I had another view of it across many ridges, one behind the 
olher. - This immediately made one aware of its distance, " With its 
distance it was curious how its apparent height rose. 

The Fuegians twice came &: plagued us. - As there were many 
instruments, clothese &:c &: men on shore, the Captain thought it 
necessary to frighten them away.- The one time, we fired a great gun, 
when they were a long way off; it was very amusing to see through a 
glass their bold defiance, for as the shot splashed up the water, they 
picked up stones in return &: threw them towards the ship which was 
then about a mile &: a half of£. - This not being suffident, a boat was 
sent with orders to fire musket balls wide of them. - The Fuegians hid 
themselves behind the trees, but for every discharge of a musket they 
fired an arrow. lm l These fell short of the boa t; &: the officer pointing to 
them &: laughing made the Fuegians frantic with rage (as they well 
might be at so unprovoked an attack); they shook their very mantles 
with passion. - At last seeing the baUs strike &: cui the trees, they ran 
away; their final decampemenl was effected by the boat pretending to 
go in chase of their canoes &: women. Another party having entered the 
bay was easily driven to a little creek to the north of it: the next day two 
boats were sent to drive them still further;1 it was admirable to see the 
determination with which four or five men came forward to defend 
themselves against three times that number. - As soon as they saw Ihe 
boats they advanced a 100 yards towards us, prepared a barricade of 
rotten trees &: busily picked up piles of stones for their slings. - Every 
time a musket was pointed towards them, they in return pointed an 
arrow. - I feel sure they would not have moved till more than one had 
been wounded. This being the case we retreated. 

We filled up our wood &: water; the latter is here excellent. The water 
we have lately been drinking contained SO much salt thai brackish is 
almost too mild a term to call it. - Amongst trifling discomforlsthere is 
none ~ bad as water with salts in it; when you drink a glass of water, 
like Physic, &: then it14561 does not satisfy the thirst . Mere impure, 
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stinking water is of liule conS(.'quence: especially as boiling it &: making 
tea generally renders it scarcely perreptibJe.-
'Not<> ,n margin 'Rock!~, notW, de.od ","-..-.a. 

S- We weighed very early in the morning: The Captam intended to 
leave the St! of Magellan by the Magdalen channel, which has only 
lately been discovered &: wry seldom travelled by Ships. The wind was 
fair, but the atmosphere very thick, so that we missed much very 
curious scenery. The dark ragged clouds were rapIdly driven over the 
mountains, ncarly 10 their base; the glimpses which we had caught 
through the dusky mass were highly interesting; jagged points, cones 
of snow, btue glaciers, strong outlines marked on a lurid sky, were seen 
at different distances &: heights.- In the midst of such scenery, we 
anchor(.'Ci at C. Turn, close to Mount Sarmiento, which was then hidden 
in the clouds. At the base of the lofty &: almost perpendicular sides of 
our little cove there was one deserted wigwam, and it alone reminded 
us that man sometimes wandered amongst these desolate regions; 
imagination could scarcely paint a scene where he S(.'Cmed to have less 
claims or less au lhority; the inanimate works of nature here alone reign 
with overpowering force.-

!1~ We were delighted in the morning by seeing the veil ofmist grad ually 
rise from &: display 5.1rmien to. - I cannot dcscri~ the pleasure of 
viewing these enormous, still, &14571 hence sublime masses of snow 
which never melt &: seem doomed to last as long as this world holds 
together. l -

The field of snow extended from the very summIt to within llh of the 
total height, to the. base, this part was dusky wood . - Every outline of 
snow was most admirably clear &: defined; or rather I suppose the truth 
is, that from the abscence of shadow, no outlines, but those against the 
sky, are perceptible & henre such stand out so slrongly marked.­
Several glaciers descended in a winding course from the pile of snow to 
the sea, they may be Iiken(.'Ci to great frozen Niagaras, &. perhaps Ihese 
cataracts of ice are as fully beautiful as the moving ones of water. - By 
night we reached the Western parts of the Channel; in vain we tried to 
find anchoring ground, Ihese islands are SO truly only the summits of 
steep submarine mountains.- We had in consequence to stand off &: 
on during a long. pitch--dark night of 14 hours, &: thIS in a narrow 
channel. - Once we gol \'ery near the rocks; The nighl was sufficiently 
anxious to the Captain &: offirers.-

'See .. ·.I,·rcoIour by Conrad MoIO'''!1U (eM No. 208. IkfIglt RNOf1J p 113) b.I!Cd on. 
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drawing (eM No 207) Inlhalled RF ~nd 1~h<>lIed as follow", 'The gr~nd ~I.cifr, Mount 
Sarmlfmto. Th~ mountain nS0e'5 toabout 3 hme, the height h~e~n, butaltisherehidden 
by d.:Ir~ misty douds-a f~mt sunny gleam lights tlw up~r part of the glacier, giYmg itJ 
snowy SUrlA« ~ tInge .... hich appean;al~t of a ...-(OIour by bel,,!! rontr..,tt'd wIth thc 
blue olils K)'CTags-a faint f~lnbow was Iik"",H YlSiblf' lothe nght of theglltcit't. but tN 
... l\oIe ... ..,othcrwlS4' .... ry gil')" 6: gloomy. Ju .... 1l18J.t' See 8taJllt RmInI p.)98, .nd .Iso 
CM N05 210and 213, BftIglt R«ord pp. 220-1. 

1(1lt In the moming. in company ..... ith the Adventure . ..... e made the best 
of our ..... ay into the open ocean. _ I The Western coast generally consists 
of 10 ..... . rounded. quite barren 458 hills of Gramte. Sir J. Narborough 
called one part of it South Desolation . -"because it issodesolatea land 
to bchold ~ . ..... ell indeed might he say so. - Outside Ihe main islands, 
there arc numberless rocks & brea kers on ..... htch the long s ..... el1 of the 
open Pacific incessantly rages. - We passed out bet ..... l'Cn the "East & 
West Furies~; a little further 10 the North, theCaptain from the number 
of breakers called the sea the "Milky way", - The sight of such a coast 
is enough to make a landsman d ream for a wl'"Ck about death, peri l, & 
shipwreck. 

'See ... aterrolouf by Conrad Martens based on dra .... mg labfllt'd 'Lowe Coclbum 
Channet-5til l nmrnlng - the ,"essel ..... orklng out 01 Warp Co,"" Irom when('(' Ihe sketch 
WJ~ ta~.m . The ship's track .. 'as from behind thIS ne""~st polnt. which is the lermin~tion 
of MJgdJlcn Channel. June 10 1834' (eM Nfl 210. RMSI. RHprd p. 221) 

28'~ Early in Ihe nighl ..... e came to a n anchor in the port of S. Carlost in 
the island ofChiioe. It had been IheCaptainsorigi nal intention to have 
gone direct to Coquimbo. - bu t a constan t succession of Northerly gales 
compelled him first to think of Concepcion & ultimately to come In 

here. - Never has thc Beagle had such ill luck; nighl after night, furious 
gales from the North pu t us under OUt close-reefed mai n top-sail. fore 
try-Solil & stay-sail; when the ..... ind ceased, the greill sea prevented us 
making any way. - Such ..... eather utterly destroys for every good end 
the precious time during which it la5ts.- On leaving Tierra del Fuego. 
we congratulated ourselves too soon, in having escaped the usual 
course of its storms.-

On the 2]11' the purser of the Beagle, M' Rowlett expired;14591 he had 
been for some time gradually sinking under a complication of diseases; 
the fa tal termination of which were only a lit tle hastent.'d by the bad 
weather of the Southern countries. M' Rowlett was in his 38th year; the 
oldest officer on board; he had been on the former voyage in the 
Adventure; & was in consequence an old frie nd to many in this ship; by 
whom &- everyone else he ..... as warmly respected. - On the follo ..... ing 
day the fune ral service ..... as read on the qua rter-deck. & his body 
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lowered in to the 'iea; il is an aweful & solemn sound, thai splash of the 
waters over Ihe body of an old ship-mate. -
'NowAnrud 

l~ In the morning, many of the poor people who had houses on the 
point. rowed off to us in their little boats; it was quite pleasing to see the 
unaffected joy with which they welcomed the Ship & those who were 
formerly in her. They told us that the money they gained from culling 
wood &c &c had enabled them to buy sheep& that they had ever since 
been much better off. They all appea r to have a greal mixture of Indian 
blood & widely differ fTOm almost every olher set of Spaniards in not 
being Gauchos. The country is so thickly wooded thai neil her horses or 
cattle seem to increase much. Potatoes & pigs & fish are the main 
articles of food; the obtaining thesel4601 re<juires labor, & has con­
sequently induced a different set of manners from what is found in 
other parts of S. America. - In the middle of the day I took a short walk, 
following up one of the winding creeks: Seen from a considerable 
distance the country bears a very close resemblance to T. del Fuego; the 
country is hilly & entirely clothed in thick wood . excepting a few 
scattered green patches which have been cleared nea r to the Cot­
tages. - The woods are incomparably more beautiful than those ofT. 
del Fuego. instead of the dusky unifonnity of that country we have the 
variety of Tropical scenery; excepting in Brazil l have never seen such 
an abundance of elegant fonns.- Chiloe. situated on the West coast, 
enjoys a very unifonn temperature. & an atmosphere saturated with 
moisture; the soil resulting from Volcanic ashes appears very fertile ; 
hence arises the teeming luxu riance of the forests.- The high thatched 
roofs of the cottages with the little railed paddocks of grass surrounded 
by lofty evergreens, reminded me of some drawings of the houses in 
the S. Sea Islands. - This resemblance to Tropical scenery is chiefly to 
be attributed to a sort of arborescent grass or Bamboo, which twines 
amongst the trees to the height of 30 or 40 feet & renders the woods 
quite impervious.-to this may be added some large ferns. the trees 
also arc all evergreens, & the stems are variously coloured while, & red 
&c.- This walk called to my mind all the delights o f the sublime 
scenery of Brazil . - 14611 

JdI'-luly st~ I staid in the town oiS. Carlos three days. during the greater 
part of this time the weather was very fine; the inhabitants themselves 
wondering at such an event.- I do not suppose any part of the world 
is so rainy as the Island of Chiloe.- The Cordiller.lIS are very rarely in 
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San Carlos de Chiloe, by S. Bull after C Martens (Nurratiw 1: 275). 
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sight; onc morning before sun-rise we had a very fi ne view of the 
Volca no of Osorno; it stood out in dark relief; it was curious to see as the 
su n rose, the ou tl ine gradually lost in the glare of the Eastern sky.-I 
During the fine weather I enjoyed some very pleasa nt walks about the 
town &: examined the structure of the rocks. - This island like the plains 
of Patagonia is only an appendage to the Andes; it is fonned of the 
debris of its rocks &: of streams of Lava. - These submarine beds have 
been elevated into dry land only in a very recent period. - The soil 
resulting from the decomposition of these rocks is very fertile; but 
agriculture is as yet in its rudest fonns; to this the structure of the mills 
&: bo.1tS &: their method of spi nning quite correspond. - The inhabit­
ants, judging from their complexions &: low statu re, have ~' of Fuegian 
or Boat India n blood in their veins; they art! all dressl>d in coarse strong 
woollen garments, which each fam ily makes for themsdves &: dyes 
with Indigo of a dark blue co[or.-

Although with plenty to cat, they arc e)(cessivd yl4621 poor; there is 
little dem.lIld for labor, & from the scarcity of money nearly all pay­
ments arc made with goods. - Men carry on their backs from long 
distances, bags of charcoal, (the only fuel used in the town) toobtain the 
most trifling lu)(uries: the joy which the sight of a few Reals gave to 
these poor men was quite surprising; after making them a present, they 
always insisted on having you r hand to shake it as a sign of their 
grati tude. - One day I walked a few miles on the road to Castro. This 
place was the former Capital &: is now the second town in the island. 
The road is the only one which goes directly through the interior of the 
country. Abou t two miles from S. Carlos it enters the forest, which 
covers the whole country &: has only been rendered passable by the aid 
of the axe.~ For its whole length there are nol more than two or three 
houses; the road itself was made in the time of the old Spaniards & is 
entirely fo rmed of trunks of trees squared &: placed side by side. From 
the gloomy damp nature of the climate, the ..... ood had a dreary aspect; 
in the TropiCS such a scene is delightful from thecontrasl it affords with 
the brilliancy & glare of every open spot. The country generally is only 
inhabited round the shores of the creeks & Bays, & ill this respect it 
resembles T. del Fuego; 4631 the road by the coast is in some places so 
bad that many houses have scarcely any commu nication wilh others 
e)(cepting by bo.1ts.-

The capital itself is worthy of the island, il is a small straggling d irty 
village; the houses are Singu lar from being entirely built sides, roofs, 
partitions &c of plank. lThe Alerce or cedar from which these planks are 
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made grows on the sides of the Andes; they possess the curious 
property of splitting so evenly that by planing the planks are nearly as 
well·formed as if sawed. - These planks are the staple export of the 
Islands. to which may be added potatoes & hams.-

15ft pmciIdlllwins byConllld M.lrtensi.lbelled 'Vobnoof05omo, from Chllot BIiShI 
mom.ns P.)' - sun just ntUII' (0.1 ","0. 226, 8ft", Rmwd p. lSI ). 
IS- jWnaJ dn .. -.ngs by COfV~ Martms of. ~ la"IW;n Chib{CM ","OIl 134.nd 135. 
EWglt RMJrd pp.1-l5 a.rw:11-49j , 
l5ft " 'Itf,-roloun by ConrMI M.rtms sOOwm,"""OOdm housn In S.n CariOI (01 N .. 
128.nd DO, 8ftIglt R.twrd pp l1 .... S) _ 

1J'~ Got under weigh, we only managed to reach an outer harbor when 
the wind failing, obliged us to anchor for the night: on the following day 
we with difficulty got an offing by beating against the swell of anything 
but "Pacific" Ocean. - We were aU glad to leave Chiloe; at this time of 
year nothing but an amphibious animal could tolerate the climate. Even 
the inhabitants have not a word to say in its favor; very commonly I was 
asked what I thought of the Island; ino es muy mala? is It not a 
miserable place? I could not muster civility enough to contradict 
them. - In summer, when we return, I dare say Chiloe will wear a14641 
more cheerful look. I hear of swarms of insects at that season; this 
plainly tells me there must be a wide difference between this country & 
Tierra del Fuego (although at present appearing nearly the same). In 
the latter place in the midst of summer, the air can boast of few 
inhabitants; the insect world requires a more genial climate. Besides the 
Climate, it is disagreeable to see so much poverty & discontent. Poverty 
is a rare sight in S. America; even here it is not the poverty of Europe; 
there is an abundance of plain food, coarse clothes, & fire· wood; but the 
poverty lies in the diffICUlty of gaining sufficient to buy even the 
smallest luxuries. The greater part of the inhabitants are strongly 
inclined to the old Spanish cause (i t is well known with what difficulty 
they were conquered by the Patriot forces), this feeling Is kept up by 
their having reaped no advantages by the revolution. The grand 
advantage in other parts is the cheapness of Euro~an articles of 
luxury, of these the inhabitants of Chiloe can afford to enjoy but very 
few. - Many of the old men whom I talked with, had good cause to 
regret former times; they had been veterans in the SpaniSh armlet, " 
with the faU of the Spanish flag of course they have lost the half-pay to 
which during their Whole lives they had been looking forward to.­
Seventeen of the inhabitants werej4651 executed, when the first Gover­
nor arrived from the Patriots, for having faithfully served their kings: 
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these things must rankle long in the minds of men who live the uniform 
&: retired life such as the inhabitants of Chiloe.-

2r' We were becalmed off Valparaiso; we made but an indifferent 
passage; we enjoyed however the very unusual novelty to us of seeing 
several vessels &: speaking two of them; It is alway, interesting to see 
ships. like great animalsof the sea . come up &: reconnoitre each other. -

2311_31"' Late in the night the Beagle" Adventurecame toan anchor.­
When morning came everything appeared delightful; afle r Chiloe & T. 
del Fuego we felt the climate quite delicious; the sky so clear" blue, the 
air so dry &: the sun so bright, that all nature seemed sparkling with 
life. - The view from the Anchorage is very pretty; the town is built on 
the very foot of (al range of hills, which are 1600 feet high. "tolerably 
steep; the surface is worn into numberless Little ravines, which exposes 
a singularly bright red soil between patches of light green grass & low 
shrubs. - It is perhaps for this reason &,; the low white-washed houses 
with nle roofs. that the vi~w reminded mf' of Tenenffe &: others of 
Madeira . - The harbor is not large &,; the shipping is crowded together. I 
In a NE ctirection there are some fine glimpses of the Andes. - These 
however appear much gra nder when viewed from the neigh­
bou ringl4661 hills; we then better perceive how far distant they are 
situated . The Volcano of Aconcagua is eSpecially beau tiful. - The 
Cordilleras. however, viewed from this point owe the greater pari of 
their charms to the atmosphere through whkh they are seen; when the 
sun sets in the Pacific it is admirable to walch how dearly the rugged 
outline of their peaks can be seen, yet how varied &,; how delkate is the 
tint of their cok>urs. - When in T. del Fuego, I began to think the 
superiori ty of Welsh mountain scenery onlyeJdsted in my imagination . 
Now thai I have again seen In the Andes a grand edition of such 
beauties, , feel sure of thelr exlstence. -

J have taken several long walks, but I have not ceased to be surprised 
to find one day after another a5 fine as the foregoing. -what a difference 
does climate make in the enjoyment of life. - How opposite are the 
sensations, when viewing black mountains half enveloped in clouds, &,; 

seeing another range through the light blue haze of a fine day: the one 
for a time may be very sublime, the other is all gayety '" happy Ii/e.-

The town of Valparaiso is from its local situation a long straggling 
place; wherever a little valley comes down to the beach the houses are 
piled up on each other, otherwise it consists of one street running 
parallel to the coast. We all, on board, have been much struck by the 
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great superiority in the English residents over other towns in S. 
America .I4671 Already I have met with several people who have read 
works on geology &: other branches of science, &: actually take interest 
in subjects no way connected with bales of goods &: pounds shillings &: 
pence. - It was as surprising as pleasant to beaskcd, what I thought of 
Lyells Geology.- Moreover every one seems inclined to be very 
friendly to us, &: all hands expect to spend the two ensuing months very 
pleasantly . -
I ~ drawing by Conrad M.uI~M C'1f shipping and buildlng5 ilU Ih~ quaysid~ in Valp;:lr.mo 
(CM No. 2.56, &aSk RmmI p. Z2J). 

August Z" Took up my residence with M' Corfield, who has taken the 
most obliging pains to render me all assistance in my pursuits.- His 
houS(' is situated in the Almendral, which is an extensive suburb built 
on [al small sand-plain, which very recently has been a sea-beach.­
The house is a very pleasant one; one story high, with all the rooms 
opening into a quadrangle, there is a small garden attached to it, which 
receives a small stream of water 6 hours in the week. - Another 
gen tleman lives with M" Corfield; the expences of the house, table, 
wine, 2 men servants, 3 or 4 horses, is abou t 400 pounds sterling 
pcr-annum. - I shou ld think this S<1me establishment in England 
would at least cost double this sum.-

51~ I have laken several long wa lks in the country. The vegetation here 
has a peculiar aspect; this is owing to the number &- variety of bushes 
which seem to supply the placeof plants; many of them bear very pretty 
flowers &: very commonly the whole shrub has a strong resinousl4681 or 
aromatic smell. In climbing amongst Ihe hills ones hands &: even 
clothes he<:ome slrongly scented.- With this sort of vegetation I am 
surprised to find that insects are far from common; indeed this scarcity 
holds good to some of the higher orders of animals; there are very few 
quadrupeds, &- birds are not very plentiful. I have already found beds 
of recent shells, yet retaining their colors at an elevation of 1300 feel; &­
benea th this level the country is strewed with them. It seems nota very 
improbable conjecture that the want of animals may be owing to none 
having been crealed since this country was raised from the sea._ 1 

' In both Ihe Ito'} and 1845 l!ditioN of the lou,,,,,1 of f(nmfC/vs lhe e"id~1'Ia' for lhe 
re]"th'f'ly recent ~I~"ition C'1f IIw' ctYst is ,.mUliriy dncribed, but this fiN.! ~nte~ IS 
omrlll!d 

J4" I managed to sel out on a geological excu rsion to the base of Ihe 
Andes. Our first day's ride was a long the Northern shore; we passed 
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over a pleasant undulating country & after dark arrived al the Hacienda 
of Quintero; the estate wruch fonneriy belonged to Lord Cochrane. My 
object in coming here wal' 10 see the great beds of recent shell~ which 
are dug out of the ground to make lime. 

IS- On the next day I returned to wards the valley of QuiUota . The 
country was exceedingly pleasant, just what I fancy Poets melln by 
Pastoral, green open lawns separated by small valleys &: rivulets; the 
cottages of the sheepherds being scattered on the hill sides. At the base 
of the Sierra de Chilkauquen, which we were obliged to pass.l469 
there were many fine e\'ergreen £orest trees. whICh however only 
flourish in the raVlneswhere there is running wateT. A person who had 
only seen the country near Valparaiso would never dream there were 
such picturesque spots in Chili . 

As lOOn as we reached the brow of the Sierra. the VAlley of QulliotOl 
WIIS immediately undeT our feel . The prospect was one of remarkable 
artificial luxuriancc. The valley is very bro.1rd &: quite flat. &: is thus 
easily Irrigated in all parts; the lillie square gardens are crowded with 
orange & olive trees &:- every sort of vegetable. On each side huge bare 
mountains arise &: thIS contrast renders the patch-work valley the marc 
plcasing.- Whoever called Valpara iso the "valley of Paradise" nluSI 
have been thinking of Quillol'" - We crossed over to the Hacienda de 
San Isidro, situated at the very foot of the Bell mountain. -

Chili as may be seen in the maps is a narrow stnp between the 
Cordilleras &: the Pacific; Ie this strip is itself traversed by several lines 
of high hills parallel to the great range. - At the foot of the Andes there 
is a succession of level basins, generally connected together & extend­
ing chiefly to the South; in these the pnnopal towns are situated. S. 
Fehpe, st lago. S, Fernando &:c. - These baSinS or plains. together with 
the flat valleys which connect them with the coast, arc the bolloms of 
andentlnlets &r: great bays such as the present'470: intersect every part 
ofTIena del Fuego &r: the West coast of rlllOllgonia &c. Chili, at one bme, 
musl!ul,·e in the configurabon of its land &r: water ~dClly resemlHed 
these laller countries. This resemblance was OCColsionally secn with 
greal force when a fog bank extended over the whole of Ihe lower parts; 
the white vapor curling into all the ravines, beautifully represented the 
little coves & bays. Here & there a solitary hillock peeplOg up through 
the mist showed that it fonnerly had stood as an islel. - The scenery 
from theabovecauscs must be I should think nearly unique; anyhow to 
me it was quite new & very mteresting. From the natural slope to 
5eOlward of these plainS they are, as I have saKi, very easily Irrigated & 
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sUlgularly fertile; wIthout thIS proct!Ss, the ground will producescaraiy 
anything, as the sky dunng the whole summer is c1oudless. - The 
mountains &: hills are dotted over WIth bushes &: low tr\.'Cs, with the 
exception of this the vegetation IS very Kanty. Nevertheless many half 
wild cattle find sufficient pasture. The owners of lands in the plams 
possess each so much hili country where then cattle feed , &: on« a year 
there is a grand "Rodeo" when the otUe are all dnven down, marked 
&: counted &: a certain number separated for fattening In the artificial 
fields in the valleys.-

Wheat is extensively cultIVated &: a good deal of Indian com; a sort of 
bean is however the main article of food for the Common Labourers.­
The orchards produce an enormous abundance of Peaches, Figs &: 
Grapes. With all these advantages 471 the inhabitants of the country 
ought to be much more prosperous than the)" are. 

J66 The Major Domo o f the Haoenda was good enough to gwe me a 
gUide &: fresh horses; in the mommg we set out to ascend the Campana 
or Bell, a mountam whIch is 6400 fCt!t high . I The paths were very bad, 
but both the geologv &. scenery amply r.lpaid the trouble. We reached, 
by the evening, a spnngcalled the Aguil del Guanaco, which IS situated 
at a great height. This musl he an old name, for it IS very many years 
since a guanaco has drunk liS waters. During the ascenl I noticed Ihal 
on the Norlhem slope nothmgbut bushes grew, whilst on thcSouthem 
a sort of bamboo about fifteen feet high . In a few places Ihere were 
palms, & I was surprised to see one at an elevation of at least 4500 feet. 
This palm is for ils family an ugly tree: ItS stem is very l.uge &: of a 
curious form, hemg thicker In the mkldle than at the base or top. llIe). 
are excessn'ely numerous m ~ parts of Chili &: valuable on aa:o\1nt 
of a sort of honey made from the sap. - On one estate near retorca they 
counted man)" hundred thousand trees; each year m August or Sep­
tember many are cut down, when I)'ing on Ihe ground (& it is nec.essaT)·, 
I am told, thallhe trees should fall up the hill) the crown of It'aves is cui 
off, & the sap begins to now this continues for many months, but it is 
necessary every mormng that a thin slice should be cut off, 50 as 10 
e"pose a fresh surface. A good tree will gIVe 90 gallons of Sap, whkh 
must all hne been contained In the 4n l apparently dT)· trunk.; It IS said 
to flow much more qUickly on those days when the sun IS powerful.­
The sap is concentrated by bOllmg, &: IS called honey, whICh In liS tasl~ 
it resembles. - We unsaddled our horses near the spring&: prepared to 
pass Ihc night. - The setting of the sun was glorious, the valleys being 
black whilst the snowy peaks of the Andes yet relamed a ruby tint.-
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Whe n it was d~rk. we made a fire beneath" httle arbor of bamboos. 
fned our CharqUI (Of" dned stnps 0( beef), tool our matte &- were qUite 
romlorutm! . There i5 an Jnapressitm! ch.lrm In thus living In the open 
AIr - The n 'enlng was so aim &: shll; the shrill noise of the mount.lm 
bazcKN; &: the f"lnt cry of the gOlilSucker were onJy OC'CIISK>nally to be 
heard Besides these, fe"" buds or e"en Insects frequent these dry 
parched up mountains. -
1 A plMjUfI' on t!w t unuml now ('Oft'U1Wmor.ll" 'hll .~t 

1 ~ Wecllmbed up 10 the highest ridge of the rough mass of greenstone. 
The rock as Is so generally the case was much sha ttered &: broken into 
angular fragments . I observed. however. here one remarkable differ· 
enee, that the surfaces of many enormous fragments presented every 
degn.-e of freshness. from whal iIIppeared qUite fresh, to thestlte when 
Uchens Cln adhere. I felt 50 fOrcibly tNttM was Owing to the constant 
eOlrthqWlkes that I was inchned to hurry from bene~th t!"ery plie of the 
loose masses . -

We spent the whole dayon the summit. &- J never enjoyed one more 
th roughlly. Chlh &. its boundaries the Andes &: the Paoficl were seen 
as In a Map. The pleasure from the scenery.14731 in itselfbeauliful was 
heightened by the many reflections which MOse from the mere view of 
the grand Mnge. its lesser pilrallel ones and of the broard valley of 
Qulllota which directly Ctl tstht.'Se in two. \'VhoCln aVOId admmng the 
wondmul force which has uphea"ed these mountaiM. &: e\'en more: so 
the countleg ages whICh II must have required to have broken through, 
removed &: levelled whole muses of them? 

The "ppearance of the Andes was dIfferent from what I expected. tht' 
lower hne of the snow was of course honzontal, &: to this bne the even 
summits oflhe range appeared qUlle parallel. AI long intervals. a mass 
of points or a single cone showed where a Volcano had or does now 
e>elsl. It hence looled more like a wall. than a range of separa te 
mountains. & made a most complete barrier to the country.' 

Almost every part of this mountain has been drilled by attempts 10 
open Gold minH. I was surpnst>d 10 see on the actual summit, a small 
pit wht'-re SOIM )'t'11ow crystals Nid IndUCC'd some ~pLe thus to throw 
~w .. y their labor; &- this on a pomt wtuch can on1y be reKhed by 
cllmbtng. The rage for mming has left scarcely a spot in Chill 
unex.ammed, c,'en to the ~lOM of eternal snow. -

I spent the evening. as before, tal kmg round our fire With my two 
companlons, - The GuasSO!! of Chili. which correspond to the 4'4 
Gauchos oC the Pampas. are however II very different set ofbemgs. Chll! 
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is the more civilized of the two countries; &. the inhabitants in conse­
quence have lost much individual character. Gradations in rank are 
much more strongly marked; Ihe HUa5!lO does not by any means 
consider every man hHequal; I was quile surprised 10 6nd mycomp.1n­
ions did not like to eat at the same time WIth myself. nus IS a nece5SJlty 
consequence of the existence 01 an anstocracy of wealth; It is said that 
some few of the greater land owners possess from 6ve 10 ten thousand 
pounds sterling per annum. - This is an inequality of riches which I 
believe is not mel with in ilny of the cattle-breeding countries to the 
eastwa rd of the Andes. - A traveller by no means here meets thai 
unbounded hospitality which refuses all payment, but yet is so kindly 
offered, that no scruples can be raised in accepting it. Almost every 
house In Chili will recetveyou for the night, but then a tnne is expected 
to be given in the morning: even a rich man will accept of two or three 
stullings. - The Gaucho. although he may be a cut-throat. is a gent~ 
man; the Huasso is in few respects belter, but at the same time is a 
vulgar. ordinary fellow. - The two men although employed much in 
the same manner are different in their habits &. clothes; and the 
peculiarities of each are universal in their respective countries. The 
Gaucho seems part of his horse &. scorns to exert himself excepting 
when on its back.1475\ The Huassocan be hired to work as a labourer!n 
the fietds.- The former lives entirely on animal food, the latter nearly 
as much on vegetable. - We do not here see the white boots. the broollf(l 
drawers &. scarlet Chilipa. the pictuTf'Sque costume of the Pampas; here 
common trow.sers are protected by blad. &: green worsted leggings:­
the poncho however is common to both.- The chief pride of the 
Huassohes in hisspurs. theseareabsurdlylarge;- I measured one that 
was six inches in the dillmrl" of the rowel, &: the rowel itself contained 
upwards of thirty points: the stirrups are on the same scale. each one 
consisting of a squarecarved blockol wood, hollowed out. yet weighmg 
three or four pounds. - The huasso is perhaps more expert with the 
lazo than the gaucho, but from the nature of the country. does not know 
the use of the bolas. -

I A Ion! pencil noI~ In I~ margJ" hrre is noc rwadllyd«!~ 

J8* Descended the mountain by rather iI better lTack &: passed !JoOCM 

beautiful little spots. With nvule-IS &: fme trees; &: arrh'ed early at the 
same Haoenda. -

19'* 1ft 2(1' Passed the town ofQuiUotii. which is more like a collectionof 
nursery gardens thana town, &: followed up the valley. - The orchards 
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were beautiful, presenting ant! mass of peach-blOS5Oms. I saw in one 
or two places the Date-Palm; it is a most sta tely tree. I should think a 
group of them in their native deserts must be superb.- We also 
passed j4761 S. Felipe, a la rge pretty straggling town like Quillota.­
The valley has here expanded into one of the basins or plains already 
mentioned as 50 curious a part of the scenery of Chili.- We crossed 
it & proceeded to the mines of JaJuel. sLtuated in a ravine in the very 
Andes. 

11" These copper mines are superintended by a shrewd but ignorant 
Cornish miner; he has married a Spanish woman & dC)('<; not mean to 
return, yet his admira tion for Cornwall was unbou nded; he never 
ceased to desca nt upon the wonders of the mines. Amongst other 
questions, he asked me, now that George Rex was dead, how many of 
the family of Rex's were yet ahve. This Rex certainly is a relation of Finis 
who wrote all the books.-

The copper ore is shipped to Swa nsea to be smelted , hence the mines 
ha ve a singularly quiet aspt.'Ct to those in England, he re there is no 
smoke o r furnaces or great steam-engines to disturb the quiet of the 
surrounding mountains. - The government encourages the searching 
for mines by every method, the discoverer may work a mine in any 
ground by paying 5 shillings, & before paying this he may try for 20 
days, although it might be in the very ga rden ofanolher man. It is now 
..... ell known that the Chilian method is the cheapest of working the 
mines; my host here says that only two great improvements have been 
introduced by the foreigners; Ihel4nl one is reducing, by previous 
roasting. the white copper orcs, (Notr i" m"rgill: Copper Pyrites.) whkh 
being some of the lx'St in Cornwall, the miners were here astonished to 
find thrown away; the other is sta mping the scoria! which comes from 
the furnaces, by which process small particles of copper are recoverl,.'<i 
in abundance. Improvements likewise have been introduced into some 
of the simple machmery; but even to this day, in some mines the water 
is removed by men carrying it up the shaft m skins on their backs! -The 
labouring men work very hard; they have lillie time allowed for their 
meals, & during summer & winter they begin when it is light & leaveoff 
at dark. - They are paid one pound sterling a month & their food given 
them: consists for breal..fast of sixteen Figs & t\O,'o small loaves of bread; 
for dmner boLied beans, for supper broken roasted wheat grains. They 
scarcely ever tas te meat; as wit h the twelve pound per annum they have 
to clothe themselves & support their families . - The miners who work 
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in the mine itself have twenty-five shillings per month, &: are allowed a 
little Charqui. - But these men only come down from their bleak 
habitation once every fortnight or three weeks. 

I staid here S days &: throughily enjoyed scrambling in all parts of 
these huge mountains; the geology was, as might be expected, very 
interesting; the shattered &: baked rocks traversed by dykes of fonnerly 
melted greenstone showed what commotion has taken place 
duringl478 the formation of these mountains. - The appearance of the 
mountains is the same as has been described; dry, barren mountains 
dotted over with bushes. - The Cacti were very numerous; I measured 
one of a depressed globular figure; including the dense spines, it was 6 
feet 4 inches in circumference, height 1'\.9 ins. The height of the 
ordinary cylindrical branching kind is from 1210 15 feel , circumference 
of a limb (with spines) 3"; 7 inches.-

Two days before I left Ihere wasa heavy fall of snow in the mountains, 
which prevenled me from taking some interesting excursions. - I 
attempted 10 reach a lake, which the inhabitants for some unaccount· 
able reason believe to be an ann of the sea . - During a very dry season, 
it was proposed to attempt culting a channel for the sake of the water, 
but the Padre after consultation declared it was too dangerous as all 
Chili would be inundated, if as genera lly supposed, the lake reaUy was 
connected with the Pacific. - We ascended to a great height, but 
becoming involved in the snow drifts, failed in reaching this wonderful 
lake &: had some difficulty in returning. I thought we should have lost 
the horses; for Ihere was no means of guessing how deep the drifts were 
&: Ihe animals when led could only move by jumping. - The black sky 
showed that a fresh snow stonn was gathering, &: we therefore were 
not a liule glad when we escaped. - By the time we reached the base, 
the storm commenced; &: it was lucky for us that this did not happen 
three hours earlier in the day. 

26110 We left Jajuel &: again crossed the basin of 5. Felipe. 1479IThe day 
was truly Chilian , glaringly bright &: the atmosphere quite clear. The 
thick &: uniform covering of newly fallen snow rendered the view of the 
Volcano of Aconcagua &: the main chain quite glorious. - We were now 
on the road to 5t Jago, the capital of Chili.- We crossed the Cerro del 
Talguen, &: slept at a little Rancho. The host, talking about the state of 
Chili as compared to other countries, was very humble; "Some see with 
two eyes & some with one, but for hiS part he did not think that Chili 
saw With any".-
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2"r~ After crossing many low hills we descended into the small land­
locked plain of Cuitron. In these basins which are eleva ted from 1000 to 
2fXX) feet above the sea. two species of Acacia, which are stunted in their 
forms. and stand wide apart from each other, grow in great numbers. I 
do nut know the cause, but they never.seem to live near the sea, &: this 
gives another charactensbc marl to the scenery of these basins. _I We 
crossed a low ridge which separates CuHron from the plam on which 51 
Jago stands; the view was here preeminently striking. the dead level 
surface, covered in parts by woods of Acacia, &: with the city in the 
distance. abutted horizontally against the base of the Andes, their 
snowy peaks bright with the evening sun. - This was one of those 
views, where immediate inspection convinced me that a plain now 
represents the extent of a former inland sea. There was equally hltie 
doubt, how much more beautiful a foreground a plain makes. where 
4801 distances can be measured. than an opanse of water.- We 
pushed our horses into a gallop &: reached theaty before It was dark.-

1 A Cf'OII~~1 note in Ihe INIrp" n,"~ '11wy IVO"" In !he Caw Blanca bI"n 8-11 It only 
.bo\·e tIw tea' 

2S'" I staid a week in St Jago &: enjoyed myself very much; in the 
mornings I rode to various places in the plain. &: in the evenings dined 
with different mcrchants.- A never failing source of delight was to 
mount the little pap of rock (Fori of St Lucia) which stands in the middle 
of the city; the scenery cerlainly is very striking. &: as I have said, very 
peculiar.- I am Wormed that this SAml! character is rommon to some 
of the Mexican dties. - Of the town itself there is nothing to be said; 
generally it is not so fine or 50 Iargeas B. Ayres, but built on same model . 

Sqtnnbrr S" I had arr1\ted here by a circuit to the North, &: I determined 
to return to ValparaiSO by a longer circuli to the South. By the middle of 
the day we crossed one of the famous suspension bridges of Hide.­
They are miserable affairs &: much outoforder.-the road is nollevel as 
at the Menal. but foI.lows the curvature oilke suspending ropes. -Ihe 
road part is made of bundles oi slicks &: full of holes; the bridge 
oscillates rather fearfully with the weight of a man leading a horse. - In 
the evening we reached a very ni« Hacienda; where there were several 
very pretty 5ignoritas; they tumed up thear channing ~ in pious 
horror at my having entered a Church to lookaboul me; they asked 481 
me, why I did not become a Christian. " for our religion is certain"; I 
assured them J was a sort of Christian; Ihey would not hear of it, 
appealing 10 my own words, " 00 not your padres. your very bishops, 
marry'" - The absurdity of a BIshop having a wife particularly struck 
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them, they scarcely knew whether to be most amused or horrified at 
such an atrocity.-

Sq.trmbt!r 6" Rode on to Rancagua. never lea\'lng the level plain . - the 
country here is divided by mud walls &. hedges. Ii}..e Engl.lnd &. of 
course well irrigated . 

rt Left the great road to the South, turned up Ihe valley of the R. 
Cachapol to the hot-baths of Cauquenes, long celebrated for medicinal 
properties. We were obliged to cross Ihe above river; it is "ery disagree­
able crossing these torrents; the bed is composed of very large stones, 
they are shaUow &: broard , bul foaming with the rapidity wilh which 
they run. When in the middle It is almost difficult to tell whelher your 
horse is moving or standing stit!; the water rushes by so quick that it 
qui Ie confu~s Ihe head. - In summer these torrents are of course quite 
impassable. the scene of violence which their beds show at this lime of 
year may gh'e one some idea of their strength &: fury . Generally the 
Suspension bridges which are necessary for the Summer, are taken 
down during the winter &: this was the case In the present instance. -

The buildings attached to these Hot Springs consist of a square of 
hovels, each with al4821 table &. stool. The situa tion is in a narrow dC1.'p 
valley not far from Ihe Andes. there are only one or two houses higher 
up. - II is a solitary quiet spot with a good deal ofbeauty. - I staid here 
five days, being detained a prisoner during Ihc last two by heavy rain; 
&:: this has been the last rain which has fallen thiS summer m Chili. 

1 rode one day to the last house in the valley; shortly above, the 
Cachapual divides into 2 deep tremendous ravines which penetrate 
right mto the great ' .lnge. I scrilmbled up one very high peaked 
mountain, the height of which cou ld not be much less than 6000 feet; 
(Noll' /11 margin: Probably more.) here, as indeed everywhere else scenes 
presented themselves of the highest interest.- It was by one of these 
ravines (valle del Yeso) that Pinchero entered &. ravaged Chili. - This is 
the same man whose attack on an Estancia at R. Negro 1 have 
described. - He was a Renegade Spaniard . who collt.'Cted a great body 
of Indians together, &: established himself by a stream in the Pampas, 
which none of the forces senl after him could ever find . - (Nolr III 

nlllrgm: A prisoner of his told me all this.) From this point he sallied 
forth , &:: crossing the Cordilleras by unknown passes. ravaged Culi &­
dro\'e the flocks of cattle to his own recrel rendezvous. - This man was 
a capital horseman. &:: he made all round him equally good, for he 
invariably shot any person who even hesitated to fo llow him. It was 
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aga1l\Jt this man At other wandering tribes 01 tnle Indians, that Rosas 
waged the war of exlerminations.- I have since heilrd !48JI from 8. 
Ayres, thatthil WillS not 10 completely eff«ted a51t wa5supposed . The 
Indians had decamped 8 or 10 hundred miles &: were hovering In great 
numbers about the borden of Cordova. 

Ounng my stay at this pIaa, I had observed th.at there were very few 
Condors to be leen; yet one morning there were at least twenty 
wheeling al a great height over a particular spot: I asked a Guasso what 
wa5 the cause, he uid that probably a Uon hAd lulled a cow or that one 
wa5 dying; if the Condors alight &: then suddenly all ny up; the cry is 
Ihen "a Uon" &:.111 hurrylothechace. - Capt Head ltales thataGaucho 
exclaimed "a Uon" upon merely seeing one wheeling in Ihe air. - I do 
not.see how tlus i5 possible. The Lion after killing an arumal &: eating of 
ii, covers the Ci!lrase up WIth large bushes &: lies down at a few yard5 
dIStance 10 watch It . lftheCondon;~ght, hespnngsout &cdrives them 
aW1lY, &c by thll means commonly discovers himself There b 11 rew1lrd 
of Colts &: Cows. - I am as.sured that if a Lion ha5 once been hunted, he 
never again watches the cartase. but eating his fill , wanders filr away. 
They describe the Lion in thest hunts as very crafty; he will run In 11 

stl1light line &: then luddenly retum close to hi5 former track At thu5 
allow the dogs to pass by &: completely puzzle them, The Guasso's 
p<l6sess\484\ a particular breed of small dogs. wtuch by instinct (like 
potnters set) know how to spring at the Lions thf'Olt &c wdl very 
commonly loll him single-handed. The man 1It the bath5 had one. I 
never.saw 11 more misera~e creature to attempt fighting with 10 ~rge 
an .nimal .15 lhe Puma. - From the uneven natureof the country nearly 
all these arumals must be lulled with dogs. - It II r1lther Singular that the 
Uons on this Side (of the] Cordilleras. appear to be much more 
d.ngerous thiln on the other, AI Jajuell heud of a man being lulled &: 
here of a woman &: child; now this never happens in the Pamp;u. There 
being no deer or ostnches In Chili obliges them to kill 11 rar greater 
number of Cattle; by this means perhaps they learn to attack a man. ­
It would also appear that the Uon is here more nOl5Y, roaring when 
hungry &: when breeding. -

,3" We escaped from our foodless prison. &: rejoining the nwn road 
slept at the village of RIo Claro. 

I." From this place we rode on to the town of S. Femando, - Before 
arrivtng there. the .nland basin expand5 into a great plain. whKh to the 
South is 10 extensive that the snowy summits of the distant Andes were 
seen as over the horizon of the sea. - S. Fernando was my furthest 
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polniiO IheSoulh, II is 40 leagues from 51 Jago. From Ihis polnlI lumed 
al righl anglt.>§ 10 scaward.- We slept at Ihe gold mines of Yaquil near 
RanCilgulI, In thc possession of M' Nixon. an Amencan gentle man.-
1485, [ staid at this place four days, during twoor which I was unwell.­
Where M' N;,on Il\'es thc Trapiche or gnndlng mill is erected, the mine 
Itself isat Ihe distance of some leagues & nearly at lhe summit of tal high 
hili On the road .... e passed through some large woods of Ihe Roble or 
Chilian oak; thiS tree from its ruggednt.'!>!> & shape of leaf & mAnner of 
growth descn .. cs Its name. (,\'ot~ in margin The Roble ofChlii I' different 
from the Roble of Chlloe.) This is its furthest bmlt to the North I was 
glad to sec anything which so strongly reminded mc of England - To 
Ihe South Ihcre was a fine view of the Andes including the Dcscabct.ado 
dCKTlbed b\' Mohna. - To the North I WiW pari of the Lake 
of Taguatagua. wllh Its floating islands: these I§lands (de5Crtbed by 
M Gay)1 are composed of various dead plants; With hVlng vegetabOn 
un Ihe surfa~, they float about 4 feet above the surface; as the wind 
blows they pass over Ihe lake, carrying wllh them cattle & horses.-

When we arrived at the mine, I was struck by the pale appeara nce of 
manyof thc men, & enquired from Mr N~on respecting thClTstate. The 
nllne is altogelher 450 fee t deep, each man bnngs up on his b.lck a 
qUintal or 104lbs2 weisht o f stone. With this lo.ld Ihey havc to climb up 
the alternatc notches cut in a trun~ of trees placed obliquely in the 
Shdft Even beardless young men of 18 & 20 years WIth lillie muscular 
developmenl of their bodics (Ihey are quite naked exccpl1 ng drawers) 
carry this great load from nearly the same depth - A slrong man, who 
IS not accustomed tOI486 this sort of exercise perspires most profuseh' 
.... Ith merely carrying thelTown bodJes up - With thiS very 5C\'ere Labor 
they are allo .... ed only beans &: bread, thc)' .... ould prefer 1"'lng entlTclv 
upon the latler; but with this they cannot .... orl.. so hard, SO that Ihe'IT 
maslers, treal1ng them like horses, mal..e them eat the beans, Thnr 
paVIS 25 or JO" per month . - They only lea\'e the mine once III thret 
weeks, .... hen they remam ..... ith thClr famlhes tWI;) days. - ThiS treat­
ment, bad as it sounds, IS gladly accepted; the state of the labounng 
Agnculturist IS much .... orse, many of them eat nothmg but beaM &: 
haw stili k>ss mone\' - nus must be chlefl)' o ..... mg to the mlse .. a~ 
feudal ·hl..e system by ..... hlCh the land IS tilled. The land-owner 81\(>5 10 
much land toa man, which he maycul!lVate & bUild on, & in rei urn has 
hiS services (or a pro-.;y) for every day for his life gra tis. Till a father has 
a grown up son 10 pay hIS rent by his labor, of course there is no one to 
ta"-e care of the patch of ground. Hence povcrty is very common wilh 
all the labounng classes. -
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One of Ihe rules of Ihis mine sounds very harsh , but answers prelly 
well. -Ihe melhod of sleahng gold is to .secrete p~ of the metal &: 
take lhem out .1S ()('C1Ision may offer Whenever the MaJOr-domo finds 
a lump of ore Ihus hidden, liS full value IS SlOpped out of the wages of 
all Ihe men, who thus are obliged to J..eep watch on each other. - The 
ore is sent down to the mills on mules_ 487 I was curious to enqulTe 
about the load which each mule carnes: on a lrotl rood the regular cargo 
weighs 416 pounds. l ln a troop there is it mulctt.'Cr to every six mules. ­
Vet to carry this enormous weight. what delicate slim limbs they have; 
the bulk of muscle seems 10 bear no proportion to Its power. The mule 
always stril..es me as a most surprismg ammal: that a Hybrid should 
possess far morc reason. memory. obstmacy. powers of digestion &: 
muscular endurance. than either of Its p.nenls. -One fancys art has 
here oul-maSleroo Nature. -

\Vhen Ihe ()t'"e IS brought to the Mill It IS ground 1010 an Impalpable 
powder; the process of washmg taJ..es away the lighter particles &: 
amalgamation at last secun.'S all the gold dust . The washing when 
described sounds a very simple process: but it is at Ihe same lime 
beautilullo sec how the exact adaptahon of Ihe current of Woller to the 
Specific Gravity of the gold so easily separates It from Its matrix. It is 
curious how Ihe minute pilrticlesof gold oc'"COmescilttered about. &: not 
corroding. .11 last accumulate e,'en in the least likely spots. Some men 
asked pennlSSlon 10 s .... ·eep Ihe ground round the house &: mill; Ihey 
..... ashed the earth &: obtained JOdoilars worth of gold . -

In MT Ni:o.ons house a German cotlector Renous was staying. I was 
amused by a conversation which ensued between Renous 488,(who is 
taMn for a Chllian) &: an old Spanish lawyer Renous a"ked him what 
he thought of the King of England scnding out me 10 their country to 
collect Lizards &: beetles &: to break rocks. The old Gentleman thought 
for some time &: said, ~ il is not well. hay un gato encerrado aqui" "there 
is a cal shut up hcre~ ; no man is so rich as to send persons to pick up 
such rubbish; I do not ilke It; If onc of us was to go &: do such things In 
England . the IGng would very soon send us out of the country'" And 
this old gentleman. from his profession is of course one of Ihe more 
intelligent classes! - Renous himself. two or three years ago. left some 
Caterpillars in a house in S. Fernando under charge of a girl 10 turn 1010 
Butterflieo; This was talked about in the town. at lasl th~ Padres & Ihe 
Governor consulted together &: agreed It must ~ some Heresy. &: 
acrordingly Rcnous when he relurned was arresled. 
'SH C\.IuJe Gay, A pn'tU Mlr let I'KMKiws d· hn'oll~ ruturvl\lr r.,t" d.n, I' Amb>q~ 
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du SoHI. e'I pru1C'Ip","""" c.", ~ Ouli. ~, In II\I'IHs 1830 e'I 1!IJ1 AIf""'" M 
~ ~t"mlft 2:8 J69-9~ . I!IJ) 
' rw.al_.dcit'd ,n ~ "n" 'I ~~ rtu.1I1~. Itw ,,~, b 1fN1n". and 
1M 11Ju~" ~ 10) '1bou1200pounm w...p.lel.ro-· it! /OIomM"~ P UJ . 
.... It, I r.Joutot~ '" Irtothrr mil'lf . If W1IlI ,,""I," be mrnbOned, I pK'bd oullliIMd by 
tw.uJ'd. Ind .. ~ ,I ~I"," 197 poundJ ' 
' A rtot~ 11'1 1M m.lrpn ruM . "" MIItB" still" ttyl In 1M IYWW'IA I' ~ mounumous) 
d,tlnn uch mu~ Clnw.ll2£b II It foIloo.~ by I C,Ik\lLatJon dom,"! 14 uno 416by 
Ions dovileoo 10 ywId 29 

J!1' We look leave of Yaqull & fol)O ..... ed the flal valley, formed like 
Qulliota, in which Ihe R TInderidlCa flows. - The climate even this 
little way South ofSt Jago 15 much damper: in consequence there were 
fine tracls of pasture ground whICh were nOllmgated. 

2(/" We followed IhlS vally 1111 It e'ICP"'nded Into a great plam which 
reaches from the sea to the mountall\S West of Ranagua. We shortly 
Io5t all trees & even 489 bushes; the inhabitants are nearly as Ndlyoff 
for fire-~'ood as In the Pampas. Never haVing heard of these plantS, J 
was qulle astonIShed 10 meet With such a country In Chili. - These 
plainS are traversed by numerous great valleys. & there Is more than 
one set of plains. all of which plainly bespealo..s the residence & retreat 
of the ocean. In the 5h.'Cp sides of Ihese valleys. there are some large 
caves; one of which Is celebrall.od as having been consecrated: Formerly 
the Indians must have buried their dead in II, as various remains have 
been found. - I felt during the day "ery un ..... eU. & from thi5 bme to the 
end of October did not recover. 

2'" Rode but a short dIStance & obhged to rest -

22- Continued crossing green plaln~ Without a tree. which almost 
resembled the I'ilmpoa~. till we arrived at the village of Navedad, South 
of the mouth of the R. Rapel - We passed during the day Immense 
flocks of sheep. which appear to thnve better than the cattle.- We 
found a nch Haaendero, who receIVed u~ In his house close to the ... -

2.)'" I staid here the whole ensuing day, & al though very un ..... ell 
managed 10 collect many manne remains from beds of Ihe ternary 
formation of which these plainS conSist. _ I 

' The prnmn' ~ at bed. 01 fIIrly TfttIoIry roc'" ere ftt1 !hid. con~ foMil .. 
thII (aUld unly h.ave In-.d I" wlloo.- "',11ft ~ llIftul pmnf lor CU. theory tlwtl • 
..mp&.ceI~IIlU"'h.aveMft,lJlow .. ~elIM-.boctomInI~_ 

24" Our course now lay directly to Valpoaraiso. shU passing over lhe 
same plmns. - At night I was e.llceedingly exhausted; but had the 

Cambnd e Unlversltv Press. Reoroduced With permission bv Darw,n Onhne 



183<4 Sc l'TfM8ER-OCTOBFR CHILI 263 

uncommon luck of obtaining some clean straw for my bed .14901 I was 
amused afterwards by refh."Cting how truly comparative all comfort is. 
If I had been In England & very unweU, clean straw & slinking horse 
cloths would have been thought a very miserable bed . -

~ NecesSity made me push on & I conlnved to reach Casa Blanca . - il 
was wrelched worl. -to be ill mol bed is almost a pleasure compared to 
It. -

26" I senl to Valparaiso for a carriage & so reached Ihe nCJ<1 day M' 
Comclds house 

21'" Here I remained In bed 1111 the end of October . I It was a SJic'.·ous loss 
of time, as I had hoped to ha\'e coIk'CIed many ammals. - Capl Fil2.Roy 
vel)' kindly del.1yed Ihe sailing of Ihe Ship till the t()lh of November, by 
which time I was quite well again . - During my ah!;cnce, some great 
change:. took. place in the affairs of Ihe expedition .1 The Adventure was 
sold; inconsequence M'Wickham has returned as , .. Lieutenant: Every 
one f~ls Ihe want of room occilssiom.>d by this change; il is indeed in 
every point of view a greal bul unavoidable evil.- Only one good has 
resulted, thilt necessari ly Ihe perfecting of the fonner survey in Tierra 
del Fuego is given up & Ihe Voyage has become more definite in ils 
lenglh .-M' Ml1rlens, Ihe ilrtiSI has been obliged from want of room to 
leave the Beag le.-

' In a ~II"" tu CuoliM o,nwin CO wrote 1 h..o,~ been un"'cll .. in ~ for Itw ~Sl 
furtnlghl, .. am now only "bW to.,1 up for a short I,me. As I .. anl o«up.1I1Of1 1"'iII lry &: 
fitlilm ,"Ier. - ~uminJI from my e\C"UrtIOn inlO lhe oounlry I 'Iolid I few d.oY. .. 1 Jof\1e 

Culdminn" ... hll~ll~ I dr"nk _ Chichi I "ery ... eak, toW nc"'1Nd(> .. ,nc, thIS 
Nlf ~ rne, I ~I~ I,ll 1 thoughll .. u "'ell, bul mv fiB! "-"ys ride. wluch "'","Ions 
one Ig.iln d~ my stUOiNoCh, .. "fk'n>'"rds 1 oould ~ VI well I quite ao., m)' 
.ppetll\' .. bec .. me '"Cf)' we"l.. I had .Ion~ dl~lI~ 10 1Ta,'eI &: .u/ffl;'d '"Cf)' m\lCh, al ~5t 
I ,,"wed h<rre qUII ... ~h.lu~ted llul 8y...,.. "llh" good dNl oiC&Jo.nwI &: resl h.n """rly 
pul me righl "g.lln" 11m ......... onl), I bulc~. _' 5H C""'"'~ I: <410 

Allhoup> ,t wu nof unhl 51.. monlhs 1.>1" (K'C miry fat- 25 M .. rdI l835) INI CO 
I"1!aJIded act .... ll), N'ln« bHn bolkn by the 8M.;:hUGI bu« (r .. ,-,~ ... ) ... iwI'! ill 
IN~"edoI' for tJvpI_. Owp'1 d~ .. endemic '" Chlle .. nd 0( ...... pNU of 
South AIrwnt;.I. &nd ,I .. poMINt INI INJ O(iwno-.se unnpl.luwd ,R_ from 20 
Se"fMembltr 10 the mod oi October IYfUlted from h15ln,lw mffftJOO ",Ih T~_ Oltu. 
FordlK\l5S>Onioi ttw pros "nd rom of 1M Ihrory lhool CO .. '''', ,1c1unoict..g.os· ,dISCoilW, 
WUrI.desbyS. W AdiH(o. ... ,n·.IIIrwH. N,,' .. rr. u...bt ISf 1102-3.1959)'00 A W 
Woodruff (01 ... ·"'·. Ht>l.Ilh ,n ReI.>IIOI'I 10 hIS VOY"S'I' to South ArftI.'"ria, 8n/nit ,uNnl 
j/ItIntIIl I: ;45-.50. 1\165) Tlw symptom, of the d1tN~ I .. ~ al .. 11 ...... defined, "nd II 
........... poBibW 1 .... 111 rn.lght twV1.' M"O'ed ... tnsser fat- the pt.ymo.o..w.ncCJDNJlIlOfI 
ducu~ by Colp t_ R. CoIp, Toil .... " II_lid 1/ttIlI_afCMrltfDlnoro". Uru"er51tyof 
0uc3g0 r..", 1977), from whICh CD!W'm\s undoobtt·,Uy 10 .... , ... fUff....-.d in !.alotr Me 
lin .. letter 10 C.lherme DIuw," d.oled II No.oembon-. CO .. TOte· 'urt FitzRoy has forltw 
list two mantia, beotn ..-orl.ong ,nl_l)' h..ord "II ",me tunt roMtlnlly """""'ed by 
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Intl"lTUpilOns from offi«>rs of other shlps_ the selhng the Scnooner" lit ronwquen<'l't 
"'ere \'ery vno.bou.s the cold INnnerlhe Adml,~lty(toIeIy I belle\e bee.u,. he is. Tory) 
ha\'e tff!.atO!'d hIm. &.a thouSind ottwTa.c a.c has !NICk hIm \.ety thin" un"'en ThiJ "-IS 

-xomponwd by. morbid deprnsoon of spmb, & a ~ of all d«tJOOn & rnohIhon 1lw 
C.apUln W,II .fr.aid that hIS nund "'U ~ dtT".n~ (~ .... ff! of Ius Iwredet.Iry 
prt!dlspos'tlOfll_ all tNt Bynoe could ... y. Wt II .. ·M ITIC'n'ly the effl!d of blxhlv heallh & 
exh.ausOOn .fttT" such applotion. would notdo, he Inullded & Wickham .. '.asappotnted 
to the command, By the instructions Wid.ham coult.l only finish the survl')' of tM 
Southern port .. would then have been obliged toreturndlr«1 to EngLand, - Thegriefon 
oo..rd the Sup about the C.apUIOS ~ "IS unwfl'W!l& deeply It It _ One gre.t 
toum! of his .n""YfMnt. ",-as the fftimg it irnpost.ible to fulfil the w"'* IntlNCbOnf., 
from Ius ..... teof nund. It nt\~occul'Trd to tum, tNllM \"ftV lNtnKtIonsorde-rtumlOdo 
IS much ofWHt cout. as"''''"W 101-& then p!"OCH'dacr05l1tw pA(l.h( W,d.ham(very 
dlJlnlernte<ily. 8JY1ng up Ius own promobon) urged thIS II'1I»I strongly. 5 .... hng tNt 
whl'n tw took the C'OfNNInd. nothIng should ,"d~ hun 10 go 10 T del Fuego .ag.tin;" 
then asked the Cap .... ln, wtuot would be g;",ned by Ius ..,-sIgn. loon, Why not do tM more 
uwlul port & ""turn ucommanded by the Pacific:. Th<- Up\.l;n , .1 LlII. 10 every DnC.'I joy 
consrnttd .. the resignation w., w,tMIlI"'n, _. SHCurTl'S".-mdn.a I, 418, 

fitzRoy .. 'rote, 'AI this time I was made 10 f~l.nd endurf!' biltl!l"dlSippoinlmenl, 1M 
mortl~tl<)n il c.uM'd ~ deeply,.nd the n-gret tSlllll ..,.-id J found IMt il ""QUid be 
impoolsible 101- me 10 ""'''' .... 'n the Ad\'mtuff! much longer my o¥.n me.a", Md ~ 
.... .>.ed. t\"ftl to invoh"'lll8 my $til '" dtf6culon, lind as the Lords Comm,'I8OOIVrS ottht 
Admir;alty did notltunk It proper 10 gl\e mr any assos .... .-, I IIW thoot ~n my clw~hed 
horn of e~.l!ninms m;lny groups ot!$IJnds in Ih~ P~flC, w.sldes INkmg. romrlete 
su"ey of IIw ChJhan and Peru";"n shores, mUSI utterly f"il J h.d .sktd 10 be allowed 10 
be.r twenly addltion.1 ,..men on Ihf Beagle'S boob, whO!ie p.'y and provl~ionJ would 
thtn be provided by Go\"t-rnmcnt. being wilting to dt-fray e\'ery olhl',e~pl'n~ myHIf; but 
t\"4'n thl5 .. ·.5 ff!lused As JOOn ail my mJnd wllllllldc up .• fln. mo.l p.tin lulstrugglt, I 
d!!iCh;o'"Rtd tM Ad\enture'sCIYw. tooltM oflkYrs b.od: to the ~agle . .and sold 1M \"ft$t'I 

Though ~,.,Ie was \"l'I)' 111· ..... NI~td. portly 0¥0"tnS 10 mybemll displnltdand ,al'(',-, 
W broughI7,5CIOdoiLars. nNrly (1 ,om, and .. no .. (1838) triidmgon IMI nwSI. !nJoOUnd 
CONi!iJon,' SH" ...... IH't' 1: 361- 2 

Not'tmbrr 1(1i The Beagle made sail fo r Chiloe. 

21" Arrived in the harbor of S. Carlos. Considenng the time of year, 
with almost constant Southerly winds. 491 1 our passage was 3 pretty 
good one. - The island wore quite a pleasing aspect, with the sun 
shining brightly on the patches of cleared ground & dusky green 
woods. At night however we were convinced that It was Chiloe, tn· 
torrents of rain & a gale of wind , -

24tjo The Yawl & whale·boat under the command of M' Sulhvan pro­
ceeded to examine the correctness of the cha rts of the East Co.1st of 
Chiloe. & to meet the Beagle 3tthe Southern extremity at the ISd of S. 
Pedro. - I accompanied the expedition; instead of going in the boats, 
the first day I hired horses to take me toChacao. The road followed the 
coast, c\'ery now & then crOSSing promontories covered with fine 
forests. - I.n these shaded paths, it is absolutely neceSs.1ry to ma~e the 
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whole road of logs of trees. such as dHCnbed on the main road 10 
Culro. - otherwi5e the ground IS so damp from the suns r.ys never 
penetTanng thcn·ergnoen fohage . that ne1lher man nor horse would be 
able to .,.55 along_ - I am\'ed at the Village ofCh.acao shortly after Ihe 
tents belonging to the boots had been pltched . - The land tn this 
nelghbourhead is eXlensl\'ely cleared & Ihere are many qUIet & most 
picturesque noo1.s 11\ the forest Chacao formerly was the pnncipal 
port. but many vessels have been lost owing 10 the d.ngerous currents 
"rocks in the Stralt.s; Ihe Spanish gon>rnment burntlheChurch" thus 
arbltnnly compelled the pateT num"'r of Inhabttants to nug ... te to S. 
Cutos.-

In a short time the bare-footed Gow-rnor's son arne down to 
reconnOllre us; se<'lng the English nag hoisted to the yawls mast 
head 492 he asked with the utmost indifference whether It was always 
to fly at Chacao. In sever.1 placH. the Inhabitants were much 
astorushed at the appearance of Men of wars boats. "hoped" belte'\'ed 
It wa.s the forerunners of a Spanish neet commg to reco\'er the l.sland 
from the patriot Government ofChlli - Allihe men In power however 
had been Informed of our Intended visit" were exceedmgly civil. ­
Whilst eatmg our supper. the Govemor P.11d US" viSit; he had been a 
Lieut . Colonel in the Spanish St'rvice, but was now miserably poor.­
He gave us two sheep" acceptl..><1 m return h\.'O COIlon handkerchiefs, 
some brass trinkets" II httle tobacoo. -

2S' Torrents of Ram: we RUlnaged hOWe\'cr 10 run down the COolst as far 
as Huapllenou. The whole of this Eastern Side ofCtuJoe has one aspect; 
It 15 a plaIn broken by \ allies or diVided mto httle islands, the whole of 
which are thickly covered wllh an impervious blackish-green forest. On 
the margms there arc some cleared spaces surrounding high-roofed 
cottages . The plain In Ihls put is only 100 10 200 fl high. further 
Southwa.rd IllS double ofth" 

2ei" The d.ly rose splendidly clear. The Vokllno of05orno wa.s spouhng 
out \'olumes of smokes; thiS most be.luhful mount01In, formed Wr.e a 
perfect cone" while wIth snow. stand.s oul in front of the Cordillera 
Another great Volcano. with a s..1ddle shaped summit, also emitted 
from Its immense Cf<1tcr lillie leIS of steam or white smoke_ Sub­
sequently we saw the lofty peaked Corcobado, well deserVing the n.lme 
of "el f01moso 493 Corrovado". Thus we saw III one pornt of view three 
great O1ctlVe Voka.noes, ea.ch of which had an elevation of aboul 5e\'en 
lhousand feet . - ' In addition to this, far to the South, there were other 
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very lofty cones of snow, which although not known to be active must 
be in thClr ongln volcanic. - The Ime of thc Andes IS nol , however, in 
Ihis neighbourhc,ld neari)' soele\'aled aSlnChih, neltherdoesilappear 
10 form so perfect a b.lmer between Ihe I'l'glons of the earlh , - This 
~re"l r .. ngc though running In a North" South b~, from illn oa.-u1l.r 
deception alw .. ys appeared more or k-ss scn'Uo.rrular; beCiluse 1M 
t'xlreme ~.ak.s being seen standing above lhe Nmt' honzon "",11'1 1M 

ne .. rer ones, Ihen much greater distance was not 50 e"'lly recog­
nILed .-

When landing on a point 10 take observations, we saw • family of 
pure Indian extraction; lhe father was singularly hkc to York Mlnloler; 
some of Ihe younger boys, with therr ruddy complexions. mighl be 
mlSl.I\.en for P.unpOlS Indians. Everythmg I ha\'e 5efl1 con\'lnces me of 
the close connection of the different tribn. who yet SpH'" qUlhe dlShnct 
lan~gH_ - thIS ~rty could muster but hItIeSp1rush" I.IU .. ed toe.:h 
ocher In thetr own dialect. - It is a pleas.ant thing In .any case fo see the 
abongmal inhabitants , advanced to the same deg~ of civlllzahon. 
however low that may be, which their white conquerors have 
attained - More tothcSouth we s..lW many pure Indians, indcl'tl some 
of the Islands as 14941Chauques &c &c have no other inhabitants but 
those retaining thc Indian surname. - In th(' census of 18)2 thl're were 
m Chlloe & its dependencies 42 thousand 5Ouls, the greatl'f numberof 
Ih('S@appeartobeblllecopper-rolored men of mixed blood - Eleven 
thousand actually retam their Indian surnamt', but probably not nt' .. rl)" 
all their pure blood & they are all Christlilns; dress & manners of hVlng 
h\.e the rest of the poor Inhabitants; cultlv<lhng potatoes" piclong up. 
b\.e their brethren In T del Fuego. shellfish <It low ~<lter _ - The)' 
howe\'er to thIS day hold superstitious communiallon In G1IH." ~'Ith 

Iht' devil. the ~rticulars of the ceremon) are not known; beau§(' 
formerlye\'l'1) one convicted of this offence ..... as sent 10 the InqUI'iltJOn 
at Lima. - Many of the people who arc not Included In the eleven 
Ihousand cannot be told by their appearance from Indians, Gomez,the 
go\'emor of Lemuy, is descended from noblemen of Sp1in on bolh 
Sides, but by conSl.lnt Intermarriages ""ith natives, the present tMn l\ 
an Indl<lln. - On the other hand, the Governor of QilinchMJ hoi)h 

much of hIS pure ~nlsh blood. - The Indians bek>ng to lhe tnbes 01 
the Ch.Iwes (or Ch.Ihues) .and Ragunos, who both speak dialects of the 
Ikllche language , - They are nol however believed to be the origllul 
inh.lbilants of Chiloe; but rather the Bybemes. who speak qUite i 

distinct language This nation, when they found .so 1Th1ny intrude", 
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migrated, no one knows exactly where; M' Lowe on a sealing voyage 
met a large party of Indiansl49S1 in the channels South of C. TTl'S 

Montes; they had canoes built of plank like the Periaguas &: pulled by 
oars; &: in the head of each canoe there was a cross. - Were not these 
men descended from the ancient inhabitants ofChiloe?The Chawes &: 
Ragunos are believed to be descended from Indians sent from the 
North to the first Spanish seltlel'5 "cn nomiendas commcndoN

, that is 
10 be taught the Christian religion &: in return to work,l in short be 
slaves to their Christian teachers; &: likewise from a large tribe, who 
remained faith ful at the surprisal of Osorno &: other Spanish towns: 
they were givcn at first the tcrritory of Cabluco, from whence they have 
spread over o ther Islands. - Of the original Bybenies only a few 
families remain, chiefly in Caylen, &: thcse have lost their own dialect. 
The Indians yet retain their Caciques, but they scarcely have any 
power;l when the land-surveyor orother government officer visits their 
\1l1age the Cacique appears with a silver-headed cane. - (all the above 
particulars I heard from M' Douglas who is employed in the boats as a 
pilot, &: has been long resident in the island).-

We reached ilt night a beautiful little cove North of the Isd of 
Caucahue; the people here were all related one to the other &: com­
plained of the want of land . - This is partly owing to their own 
negligence in not clearing the woods &: partly to restrictions of the 
Government, which makes it necessary before buying ever so small 
a piece to pay two shillings to the Surveyor for measuring each 
quadra 496' (ISO yards square) &: whatever price he fixes for the value 
of the land,- After his valuation, the land must be put up three times 
to auction &: if noone bids more, the purchaser can have it at that rate. ­
All these enactions must be a serious check to clearing the ground , 
when! the inhabitants arc so extremely poor. - In most countries, 
forests are removed without much difficulty by the aid of fire, in Chiloe 
however from the damp nature of the climate &: sort of trees, it is 
necessary first to cut them down : this is a heavy injury to the prosperity 
of Chiloe. - In the time of the Spaniards the Indians could not hold 
land; but a family after having cleared a piece of ground might be driven 
away &: the property seized by Government . - The Chilian authorities 
are now performing an act of justice by making retribution to these poor 
Indians, by giving to each Cacique twelve quadrasof land, to his widow 
six, toany man who has served in the militia the same number, &: to the 
aged four. - The value of uncleared land is very little. Government 
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gave M' Douglas, the present surveyor, who was kind enough to give 
me the above information, eight &: a half square miles o f forest near S. 
Carlos in lieu of a debt. this he sold for 350 dollars or about seven ty 
pounds sterhng. 

'These t...1 wnros ill'C' 5ubs;hhln-d. (1)1" 1 5houId 5UppoH.I le;ost ilfete..led .sthe re..kol 
Tenenffe'. and ..... 0· In them .. lI'genM$beo>noos.wdOUI. 
' ..... otewdi'd In nv.~n byCO. ·V. Humboldt New Sf'lln P 136 Vol!'. Tffers to .... Ieunder 
\'On Humbo!dl.l'l1i11nlt55ol¥O'I tlwboegdomofNnI.!Spfm, tnnsLated by John Black. 2 ... o/s 
:-':ew Yon, 1811 
'/1,;01 .. en"""r'IPl' by CO, -r-.;o' 

27'\ 2~ We had the good luck to have these two days fine. &: reached 
by night the IscI of Quinch.1o. This neighbourhead is the centre of 
cultivation; many of the islands are nearly cleared &: a broard strip of 
cleared ground follows the roast of the main Island . I was curious to 
know the wealth of the Chilotans. - Mr Douglas tells me that no one 
can be considered!497! to possess a regular income. Each person raises 
enough for the consumption of his own family &: a little more such as 
hams &: potatoes, which are sent in the rude country boats to S. Carlos, 
where they are exchanged for such articles of dothing as they can not 
themselves manufacture, &: a few other luxuries. - O ne of the richest 
landowners, in a long industrious life, might possibly accumulate as 
much as a thOU5.1nd pounds sterling; should this happen it would be 
stowed away in some secret place, for each famity generally possesses 
a hidden jaror chest buried in the ground . -

291* & 30" We reached on the Sunday mo rning Castro, the andent 
capital of Chiloe.- I never saw before so truly a deserted d ty. - The 
usual quadrangular arrangement of Spanish towns was to be Iraced, 
but the streets & Plaza were coated with fine green lurf on which Sheep 
were browzing.- A church, built by that all-powerful order of the 
JesUitS shortly before their expulsion. is highly picturesque; (Notr In 

tnIIrg'". It is no t the JesUits Church but the Parochial one.) it is entirely 
built o f plank, even 10 the roof: it seems wonderful that wood should 
"'Sl for haIfa century in so welaclimate.- The arrival of our boats was 
a rare event in this quiet retired comer of the world, nearly all the 
inhabitants came to the beach to see us pitch our tents. They were very 
civil &: offered us a house; &: one man even sent us a cas\. o f cydcr as a 
presenl. - In the afternoon we paid our respects to the Governor; a 
quiet old man, who in his appearance & manner of life was scarcely 
superior to an English collager.- \498\1 afterwards went ou l riding. to 
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e).aminc Ihe geology of the neighbourhead.- The country rises to 
some height behmd Ihe lown , II is poully cultivallod &. pleasanl look· 
mg. - AI night rain commenced, which was hardly sufficient 10 drive 
away from Ihe tents the large circle of lookers on. - An Indian family , 
who had came 10 trade In a canoe from Caylen, bi\'ouad..ed near us: &. 
the), had no shelter during the heavy rain: in the morning I asked a 
young Indian. who wa~ wei to the skin. how he passed the nighl;-he 
seemed perfectly contcilt &. answered "Muy bien Signor".-

IXrrm/lt'r I" We steered for the IscI of Lemuy.- I was anxious to 
eXilmine ,1 T('ported co.llmine, which turned out to be Lignite of lillie 
value in the tertiary 5.1ndstones of which these Islands arecom~od.­
During the day we passed many Chapels; the number of these all over 
Chiloe is remarkable; evel)' cal1t'Clion even of a fey, houses has 
Its Capella. When we reached Lcmuy we had great difficulty in finding 
a placc for the tents, owing 10 it being Spring tides &. the land hemg 
ul\I\'cn.ally wooded to thc high wilter Iinc.-

We were soon surroundlod by a large group of the nearly pure Indian 
inhabitanh. They weTe much surprised at our arrival &. Solid one to the 
other, this is the reason we h.we seen so many Parrots lately; the 
Cheucau (an odd red·breasted lit tic bird, which inhabits the thick forest 
&. utters very peculiar noi.!> .. ··~) hds not cried "beware" for nothing.- I 

The)' were 499 soon eager for barter, Money is scarcely worth any· 
thing, but their esteem &. anxiety for tobacco was something quite 
ext raordinary: after tOb.1CCO, indigo ca me ne:\t in value. then ca psicum, 
old clothes &. gunpowder; the latter articlc was required for a very 
mnocent purpose; each parish has a public musket, &. the gunpowder 
was wanted to male a nOIse on thClr Samt or Fcast days.-

The peoplc here lil'e chiefly on shell-fish &. potatoes; at certam 
'iCasonsthcy catch also, In "Corrales" or hedges underwater, many fish 
whICh arc left as the tide falls dry on the mud·banks. - They OC1:asion­
ally possess fowls, 'Ihcep &. go..lts, pigs, horses &. callie, the order in 
which Ihey arc ml,.'ntioned E':\pressing their frequcncy.- I never saw 
anything morc obligmg&. humble than the manners of these pl'Ople.­
They generally bt.'gin wllh stating Ihat they are poor natives of the place 
&. not Spaniards &. are in Sold want of tobacco and other comforts. At 
Cal len, Ihe most Soulhern island, we bought with a shcl of tobacco, of 
the value of three half-pennies, two fowls (one of which the Indian 
st.l led had skin between Its toes &. lurned out to bea fine duck): &. with 
some cotton handkerchiefs worth three shillings. we procurt.-'d three 
sheep &. a largl..' bunch of ontuns. - All these purchases were tr.1nsacted 
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undl!T the denonunatl(m of money; the stick of lobacco was valued al 
one shilling &: the proportion of a shllhng 10 the half-penrues e"prt'SSe5 
the profit of the traders with these Islanders. - 1ISOO, 

The Yawl at thiS place was anchored !lOme wolY from the shore &: we 
had fears for her safety dunng the night. Our pliot, M' Douglas, 
accordingly lold the constable of the district that we always placed 
sentinels with loaded arms, &: not understanding Spanish, if we saw 
any person In the darl.., we should assuredly shoot him. The constable, 
With much humility. agreed to the propriety of thiS consequence &: 
promised us that no one should stir out of hiS house dunng the nighl 
' in tu5 JXl(k ... bool. ([)oY.n HOUH f\;0I1"booIo. I 8 .• nd _ CD • .,J IIv VCI)IIgr' P 229) CD 
noted this d.I)' ·ChuetQ. , d"III"lt"t ~ I know. - 'Il'ttf In ""'""" II( ~ pp 
351-2 1lI .. ~ 'In.U poilU u( Ch,loe.nd Chonu., 1"'0 vny llfiln~ blrd, 0«\1', whICh 
1"I.I'llnoIn), poInt,of,1fllmty "'Ith 1M Turcu.nd T.~ Oneltallro bylheinh..bot.nl. 
"Chl:'uClU·· (Pr"",,,ocilol 'IIMUAr) II frequentt 1M mot( poom),.nd mlm .poI' Wltl'tm 
lhe d.lmp forftn Sornf1UT"II!!i. Ilthough It. en lNy bt- tw.rd doH.t twnd, kt. prnon 
",.tch '"'"~ to 'U~tl'~' .... woll not _ Iht fhruau •• 1 othn hmes, let h,m M.lnd 
mooonlHl •• nd 1M ItiI-MHIId lillie bird .. 'III.rrn-iI Wltl'tm. few feet. In Iht motl 
!..mlll.u InoInneT It then bu~1y hurt aboul 1M enlln~ IN .. or rothnlll CI"," II"Id 
bnrw:hft, "'llh lIS little ",U rocked up .. ·.rd,_ 1 opened ttw flUurd u( tome IjWCIlnC'ns. it 
... , \·try mUJ('ULlI ••• nd cont.ined !\ard M'i!d" bud, u( pl.IO I', .nd \~bW fibrft, 
mbl!<! With small ,to....., The cMuc.U t. held 'n .up"rshhoul ~I' by tM ChiWns, on 
ICC'OUnl of ilt ~Ir.ngl'.nd vlrM.'d CTift. Thl'''' are th ...... "ft)' dlsril"lCf .... nds, -(1M I, ClUed 
·ch..Juro .•• nd Is In omen "/IlVtXi, .notm. "hulllY\l," which I. olrc-mely un,.vw •• bIf; .nd. trurd, .. hieh l!\a\"" 'orgott~. Thfte .. -ord •• re KI\'~ in imilltlOf'l of ii' crWt,.nd 
the ~h'".<Ire In MlCM Ihlnp .btoIulely SO'.~ by tlwm_ ~ ChiIouonl aMUmly 
No\'" chotom. mot! nxNCIl t.ltWCl'NlUre for Ilwtl prophf'I' See p.."", f/...,...rrlItJ pp 
)51-2_ 
lFolIo .. ·td by I deleted M'nlfrl(f 'hNlU'nSf.' 1M pmfil Is, oul.m".ll ..... I .. ·.)'. ,"",If<j 
.. I rwm of high Kood fortUM. -' 

JM The day was calm & we only reached the South extreme of Lemuy.1 
' In Down HOUH l'..:otdJooll8(lnd IoftCD""',1v ~'~ pp. 229-30), CO .... ro!f·1 1"I.I\l' 
rMntoonl!d !\a"ong (wnd .1 Leomuy 01\ belCh very much Abcified wood-004' pofft 
pmtnled by T~_ L>~ I found ~)' fr.gmm~ on roue .t-", V.I 1'1- AI'" I 
fou.nd '" 'Iv ydiow ~ • IP"I trunk (,I"""u"" boolutlfully dNr) Ihn;w.,nA 01' 
branc:hn lN'n Rl!'rn mudl I~ thin my bod)' .. IUndlng OUI from wuthMng 2 
~ _ Cfnlr.1 pi'" ~N'fIny btKk .. \'DC\ILlI,." ftru<.1ure not visibIe.- nu. tree 
('(W'I.<IMOU. (Mar In pwltion) ,,"h 1M .lwIltof.t-·" it it cunous chentio;;Ill(1lOf'1. weh 
• ,.nd,1OM In HI hokti"g JUCh tIIn ,n ~tJon \'~ tr.n$poItI'Ol qUIrt;!; nlll 

~'lIon most unport.lnl, II proof u( ~N ... I flCtf of pf1nfied wood. For ~ 1M 
,l\Nbotlnl' ftnnly be~ 1M J"OC"fo tt now SOUIAon -

CD M~I found pttn6l!'d l/ft't II VIlLa VICnlOO ~. M~ on I Apni uns See 
lootnoIf 1 IorINoI dI)' (pp )1:' -18) Ind "",nMlcr(""'f'CItrf P 406 

3.-1 Ouring our last viSit, I fanoed Chiloe never enjoyed such a day as 
thiS; I cannot imagine a more beauhful scene, than the snowy cones of 
the Cordtlleras seen over an mland c;ea of glass. only here &: there 
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rippled by a Porpoise or logger-headed Duck. And [admired thl8 vicw 
from a cliff adorned with sweet-smelling evergreens, where the bright 
colored , smooth trunks, the parasitical plants, the ferns, the arbores' 
cent grUse5, .. n reminded me of the Tropics, neither did the temper .. · 
turt' r!."C .. 1I me to the reallty. -

4" The we .. ther w .. s squally, but we reached P ChoIgu .. : the genef'lll 
ft'''lures of the country remain precisely the ume: it IS much ~ thdJy 
Intwblted the whole of the large isbnd of r .. nqul h.as 5aln::ely ont> 
cleltr-.d s~ the tree5 on ("\'eI)' side extend thear br .. mhes O\er the 
se .. - .SOI 

S" I nohCed to day growing on the cliffs of soft s.ands-tone some \."t'f)' fIne 
pbnts of the P .. np. which somewh.lt resem~et the Rhubub on .. 
P&inIiC K .. Ie. - The inhabitants eat the stalls, which .. re sulHad, ac 
with the root t.ln leather &:: prepare a black d)·e. (Nott In marg'" The 
stalM are called Naka, so indeed is the plant sometimes.) The leaf is 
much Indented in liS margin &:: is nearly circular; the diameter of one 
was nearly 8 fLoet (giving a circumference of 24 feet!) . The 5lall>. r<llher 
more thnn a yard high: each plant throws out from four to six of these 
enornlOUS lcaves &:: a group of them hence has a very fine appearance.-

6th I~eached Caylen, called "el fin del Chri sti"nitad" . It Is ralher belter 
in hnbl ted . 

.". In Ihe mOnllng we stopped for a few minulL'S al n house al the 
t!Xlreme North point of ISd of Laylec. This was the 1"51 house; the 
extreme pomt of S. American Christendom; &:: .. miserable hovel It 
was. - The I.1l1tude IS ahoul4JD 10', whkh is considerably to tht' South 
of the R. Negro on the Atlantic coast 0( Ameri(;l. The people W~~ 
mlSffilbly poor &:: as usual begged for .. llule loNeco. - I forgot 10 
menbon .. n an«dote which forcibly shows th~ poverty of Ihese Indi.Jns; 
tome dol)'. SII"IC-' , we met a man .... Tho had m\;elled 3 &:: I dol)'. on fOot . on 
bid n»ds, & had the same distance to retum to reco\'er the value of an 
.. ~e " a few fish! How difficult it muSI be to buy lhe smalft>st artICle, 
w~ such trouble i$ taken to recover SO small a debt -

We hold a foul wmd &: a good deal of s ..... ell 502 10 flTUggle with, but 
we ~ached the Island of S. Pedro, the SE extmnity of Chiloe. in the 
evening. When doubling the point of the harbor, M" Stuart &:: Usbome 
landed to take a round of angles. - A fox (of Chiloe. a rare animal).IIt 
on the poinl " was SO absorbed in watching their m~n(l'vres. that he 
allowed me to walk behind him &:: actually kill him with my geological 
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hammer.' We found the Beagle at anchor, she had arrived the day 
bt:!fore & from bad weather had not been able to survey the outer co.. 1st 
of Chiloe.- The most Singular result of the observations is that Chiloe 
is made 30 miles too long. hence It will be necf.'SSclry to sho rten the 
island I of its receIVed size.-

' In jouTfllllc(~""" p. 3.11 , CD ~dl'd. Th,s fw., mof'l' C\lno,u or more Klmt. f1<". but 
Ir:.~ WlSI'. than the gt'N'rlOhty of h,s ~hren. ,s now mounll'd in t ..... mUH'Um of lhe 
ZooIogicIOI Socwty .. 

If" A party with Capt FitzRoy tried to reach thesumml! of San Pedro, the 
highesl part of Ihe island:..- The woods here have a different aspect 
from those in Ihe North, Ihere isa much larger proportio n of trees wilh 
deciduous leaves. - the rock also being primitive Micaceous slate, Ihere 
is no beach, bul the steep sides of the hills dip directly down into the 
sea; Ihe whole appearance is in consequence much more Ihal ofT. del 
Fuego Ihan of Chiloe. - In vain we tried 10 gain the summit; Ihe wood 
is so intricate Ihat a person who has never seen It will not be able 10 
imagine such a confused mass of dead &: dying lrunks. - I am sure 
oftentimes for quarterl503, of an hour our feci never touched the 
ground, being generally from 10 10 20 feel above il; at other limes, like 
foxes. one after the olher we crept on our hands &: knees under the 
rotten trunks. In the lower parts of the hills, noble trees of Winters bilrk, 
&: the Laurus sassafras (?) with fragrilnt leaves, & others the names of 
which I do not know, were malted together by Bamboos or Canes.­
Here our party were more like fish struggling in a net Ihiln any o ther 
animal. - On the higher parts brushwood took the place o f larger trees, 
with here &: there a red Cypress or an Alerce. - I was also much 
interested by finding our old friend the T. del F. Beech, Fagus 
antarcticus; the)' were poor stunted little trees, &: at an elevation of little 
less than a thousand feet . - This must be, I should apprehend from 
their appearance, nearly their Northem limit . - We ulhmatc1y gave up 
the ascent in despair. -

1~ The Yawl &: Whale-boat, \1.'lth Mr Sulivan, st.1rted to continue their 
surve)': & the next day (11 11,) we left S. Pedro in the Beagle. -

13dt On the I3llo we ran into an opening in the Southern pari of the 
Guyatecas or Chonos Archipelago & soon found a good harbor.-

14J1i It is fortunate we reached this shelter. For now a real stono ofT. del 
Fuego is raging with its wonled fury . White massive douds were piled 
up against a dark blue sky &: across them black ragged sheels of vapor 
were rapidly dri,ren. The successive ranges of mountains appeared i504 
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like dim shadows; it was a most ominous, sublime scene. - The setting 
sun cast on the woodland a yellow gleam. much like the flame of spirits 
of wine on a man's countenance. The water was whIte with the flying 
spray; & the wind lulled &: roared again through the rigging: the gale in 
all its features was complete. It was curious to notice thc effect which 
the spray had on a bright rain-bow; instead of approaching to a 
semicircle, the ring was nearly complete, for the prismatic colors were 
carried on the surface of the water on both sides to the Ships stern; &: 
hence formed a circle. - I 

'nw pntry f()r th,s ddy has mostly been written in !tit' p~nt 'PMO'. and ~ft,,",·.rdl 
IItPn'"<l into thO' past. as It appears in /mmwlo( RNwr(hN. p. J.l2. 

15'·- 1?· The weather continued bad; 10 me il did nol much signify, 
because the land in aU these islands is next thing to impassable; the 
coast is rugged &: so very uneven that it is one never ceasing climb to 
attempt 10 pass that way; as for the woods, I have said enough about 
them; I shall never fo rget or fo rgive them; my face . hands, shin-bones 
all bear witness what maltreatment I have received in simply trying to 
penetrate into their forbidden recesses.-

18'· Stood out to sea. - M' Stokes, the day before, was despatched in a 
Whale-boa t with three weeks provisions to survey the Northern part of 
the Archipelago &: there meet us. - We have now three boats away; 
which is something for a ten gun-brig to say. - The Jonas is Ou l of the 
Ship (whoever he may be); 

2(fh thc Beagle had a fair wind to the extreme Southern point where it 
was necessary to proceed; &: when at Noonl5051 on the 20'h, we bid 
farewell to the South &: put the Ships head 10 the North. the wind 
continued fair.- From C. Tres Montes we ran pleasantly along this 
lofty weather-beaten coast. It is remarkable by the bold ou tline of the 
hills &: the thick covering, even on the almost precipitous sides of It he] 
forest. -

Sunday 21" Found an harbor. which on this unknown &: dangerous 
coast might be of great uti lit)' to a distressed vessel. It can be casily 
recognized by the most perfectly conical hill I ever saw; it quitc bea ts thc 
famous Sugar-loa f at the entrance of Rio de Janeiro harbor. 

22~ On the Monday I succeeded in reaching the summit (l600fl. high); 
it was a laborious undertaking; the ascent being so steep as to make it 
necessary 10 use the trees like a ladder. (Nofe in margi,,; Great thickets of 
Fushza.) In these wild countries it gives much delight to reach the 
summit of any high hill; there is an indefinite expectation of meeting 
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something very str.mge, which however often it is baulked, never with 
me failed to n.'Cur. - E\'ery one must know the feeling of triumph or 
pride which a great &: extensive view from a height communicates to the 
mind.- In thIs case there is joined toit a little vanity of distinction, that 
you perhaps arc the first man who ever stood on this pinnacle, or 
admired this view. - There is always a strong desire to ascertain 
whether ilny body has previously visited the place where one may 
happen to be.- A bit of wood with a nail in it is picked up &: studied as 
if it was coven.>d with hieroglyphics. Owing to this feeling, I was much 
interested by finding on a wild pit.-ce of the coast, a tx.>d made of grass, 
beneath 5061 a ledge of rock; close by It there had been a fire, &: theman 
had used an axe. - The fire, bed &: situation were chosen with the 
dexterit), of an Indian, but it could scarcely be an Indian. - We 
subsequently found traces of a sealing vessel having been in here; yet I 
cannot help having some misgivings that the solitary man who had 
made his 1x>d on this wild spot, was some poor shlpwreck(.>d So1ilor, 
trying to travel up the coast. If so, prob.lbly before this, he has laid 
himself down &: dil>d . -

23~ Stood out to sea, but bad weather coming on from the Northwa rd, 
we ran back agam &: anchored in anothercovc. 

241~ [was here much interested by finding quantities of Lava &: other 
Volcanic products. -

2~ At last the weather barely pcnnitted us to run out; our time has 
hung heavy on our hands, as it always docs when we arc detained from 
day to d.1Y by successive gales of wind. - Our Christmas da), was not 
such a meny one as we had last ),ea r at Port Desire. - Between 30 &: 40 
miles of co.. 1st was surveyed &: in the afternoon we found an excellent 
harbor.- Oiredly after anchoring we SolW a man wavinga shirt. A bo.lt 
was sent & brought two men off.- They turned out to be N. Americiln 
seamen, who from bad treatment had run "way from their vessel when 
70 miles from the land. The party consisted of five men &: the officer of 
the watch; who together in the middle watch had lowered a boat &: 
taken a weeks provisions with them, thinking to go along the coast to 
Valdivia; The boat on their first landing had been 5071 dashed into 
pieces. - This happened 15 months ago; since which time the poor 
wretches have been wandering up &: down the coast, without knowing 
which way to go or where they were (they knew nothing of Chiloe). 
What a singular piece of good fortune our happening to discover this 
harbor at the very time they were in il. fuo.cepting by this chance they 

il ~ivPr ,P r rml ~I n l lin 



276 C. TRES MONTES DECEMBER 1834 

might have wandered till they had been old men & probably would not 
have been picked up. - This e"plains the bed in thc last harbor; the 
party had separated when this was used.- They were now all together 
& the boat subsequently brought off three more.-one man had fallen 
from a cliff & pcrished.- I never saw such anxiety as was pictured in 
the mens faces to get into the boal. -before she landed, they were 
nearly lumping into the water. They were in good condition, having 
plenty of seals-flesh which together with shell-fish had entirely sup­
ported Ihem.- In the evening we paid a visi t to their little hut made of 
reeds; a few days since, they had killed nine seals; they cut the flesh into 
pieces & secured it on sticks which they place cross-wise over Ihe fire & 
thus preserve il. - They had some few dothese, a book (wel1lhumbed), 
2 hatchels & knives; with these they had hollowed ou l two trees to 
make canoes, but neilher answered. - The difficulties they encoun­
tered in trying to travel up the coast were dreadful; it was in passing a 
head·land the man was losl; some of Ihe Bays gave them Sdays walking 
to reach the head , Latterly Ihey appear to have given up in despair their 
attempt at reaching Valdivia! I5081 And well thcy might. - They had 
one comfort in having always plenty of firewood; they managed 10 

make a fire by placing a bit of tinder with a spark from a steet & flint 
between two pieces of charcoa l. & by blowi ng this was sufficient to 
ignite it. - There are no Indians. - Thei r treatment on board the 
Whaler does not appear 10 ha\'e been so very bad; but their remedy, 
probably from ignorance of Ihe dangers, has been a mosl desperately 
perilous one. I am very glad Ihe Beagle has been the means of saving 
their lives. - Considering " 'hal they have undergone, I think Iheyhave 
kept a \'ery good lally of the time; they making this day to be the 24'" 
instead of the 2Stt.._ 

29'~ Ran along theCo.lst till wecame toan anchor at Yuche Island, a little 
to the North of the Peninsula ofTres Montes. 

J(J'h In the morning went on shore; to our g reat surprise we found the 
Island well stO(.'kl.>d wi th fine wild Goats. The sportsmen soon killed 
eight, which have given us two days fresh meal. I should think these 
Goats must originally have been turned out by some of the old SpaniSh 
Missionary expeditions. Others besidl.'S us have visi ted Ihis plare; I 
found ma rks of trees longagocut down, an old fire, & remains of a sort 
of Shed , - I presume it has been one of the prowling tribe of Sealers.­
In the evening changed our anchorage 10 a snug covea t the foot of some 
high hills. 
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JJ't After breakfast the next morning, a party ascended one of the 
hight'St vi". 2400 ft. ele\'ahon.- The scenery was very remarkable; the 
chief part o f thc ,509, range Is composlod of grand solid abrupt masses of 
gramte, which 100" as if they had been coeval with the very begmmng 
of the world . - The granite is capped with slaty gneiss, & this m the 
lapse of ages of lime has been worn into strange finger-shaped points. 
These two formations, thus differing in their outlines, agree in being 
almost dt'Stitute of vegetation; and Ihis barrenness had 10 our eyes a 
more slrange appearance, from being accuslomed 10 the Sight of an 
almost universal forest of dark green trees. I took much delight in 
examming the structure of these mountains. - The complicated & lofty 
rangt'S bore a noble aspect of durability-equally pro6tlcss however to 
man & toall other animals. Granite to the Geologist is a classic grou nd : 
from its wide-spread limits. its beautiful & compact texture, few rocks 
ha"e b...~n more anciently recognised . Granite has given rise perhaps to 
more discussion concerrung liS origillthan any other fonnalion . - We 
see It generally the fundamental rock, & however formed. we know It 
to be the deepest layer in the crust of thiS Slobe to which man l!o able to 
penet rate. - The limit of mans knowkodge in every subject possesses a 
hip,h interest, which is perhaps increaloed by its close neighbourhood to 
the realms of imagination . 

lal/uary I", J835. The new year is ushert.od in with the Ceremonies 
proper to it in these regions:-she lays out no fillse hopes; a heavy NW 
sale With steady rain bespcaM the rismg year. Thank God we shall not 
here see the end of it; but rather in the racific, where ,510 a blue sky 
docs tell one there is a heaven, a somelhing beyond the Clouds, above 
our heads.-

4'" The NW winds conlinued to prevail & we only managed to cross a 
sort of great h.ly & anchored In an excellent harbor. - This is the place 
where the Anna Pink, one of Lord Ansons squadron, found refuge 
during the disasters which beset him . _ I A boat with the Captain went 
up to the head of the bay . The number of the Seals was qUite astoOlsh-
109; every bit of Aat rock or beach was covered with them. They appear 
to be of A loving disposition & lie huddled together fast asleep like pigs: 
but even pigs would be ashamed of the dirt & foul smell which 
surrounded them . Often times in Ihe midst of the herd, a Aockof gulls 
were peaceably standing: & Ihey were watched by the pallent but 
Inauspicious eyes of the Turkey Buzzard. - This dtSguslmg bird, With 
ItS bald scarlet head formed to wallow in putridity, is very common on 
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this West Coast. Their attendance on the Seals shows on the morta lity 
of what animal they depend.-

We found the water (probably only that of the surface) nea rly fresh; 
this is caused by the number of the mountain torrents which in the form 
of cascades come tumbling over the bold Gramte rocks into the very 
sea. - The fresh-water attracts the fish &: this brings many terns, gulls 
&: two kinds of cormorant. - We saw also a p.1lr of the beautiful 
blacl-nccked swans; &: se\'eral small sea-otters, Ihe fur of which is held 
m.511 such high estimation. In returning we were again amused by the 
impetuous manll('r in which the heap of seals, old &: )'oung. tumbled 
11110 the waler as the boat passed by. They would nOI remam long 
under, but rising. followed us ",tjthoutstreched nccks, expressmggreat 
wonder &: curiosity.-

The entire absence of aU Indians amongsl these islands is a complete 
puule. That they formerly lived here is certain, &: some even within a 
hundred years; I do not think they could migrate anywhere; & indeed, 
what could Ihelr temptation be? For we here see the great abu ndance of 
the Indians highest luxury, seals nesh; I should suppose the tribe has 
become extinct; one step to the final extermina tion of Ihe Indian ri'lce in 
S. America. -
lThe ~mall ml'rch~ntman or pink Anna acmmpanlcd Anson', fll .... t on the voyage In 
which ant'r Cilpturing the Sp.",ish S"1!oons laden with treaSUI"1I from ManUa, he rom· 
plet..-d the "';rcumnavlgation of the globe. Earlier In the \'O)'"g(', Ifter fOl.mdinR Capt! Horn 
in Apnll?I, Ihe shIps we .... ~lIered in 1 M"'l'f\' stonn, Ind the badly damilled "'"III 
"18 n'p.>;rI!d here at ron Refugebrion> p.-oceE"dlngto lhe rendN\'OIU with Antonlll.."n 
"l'r~nM~ IJIand. A ropy of RicNrd W.,lter'1 accounl of AMOn', \'oyage, published in 
I..oncl(, ... in 1748, ... ~ in the hgk libr,",}" .. nd CO had reoorded thaI he had flnishC'd 
.... ~Ing il ()I"I 22 May 1832. 

5' The Barometer says we shall have fine weather; &: although we have 
at present a foul wind & plenty of rain, we stand out to sea.-

(/> The Captams fulth is rewarded by a beaUllful day &: Southerly 
wind. - After noon, the ship was hove 10, &: the Captain ran in his ~t 
to reconnOItre some harbors. We passed a dead whale; II was not ver")' 
putnd; the barnacles & great parasitical crabs bemgalwe; the skin of thIs 
great mass of flesh & blubber was quile pink; I suppose OWtng 10 partJ.ll 
dl..'COmposition. (l\'otl' in marxin:Outer Ihin sl.m ttavingbeen removed.) 
In one of the harbors in P. Trcs Monies, we found another cast up on 
the bei'lch & of the same color.- A Sight of a Whale always puts me in 
mmd of the great fossil anima ls; he ap~ars altogether too big for the 
present 5121 pigmy raceofinhabili'lnts. Heoughl to havccocxisted with 
his eql1als, the great reptiles of the Lias epoch.-

d IV ivPr .R rd rml I n v lin 



1835 JANUARY C H ONOS ARC H IPELAGO 279 

Ouring our absence, a French Whaler bore down on Ihe Beagle &­
here we found her Captilin on board. - He had liItely been .11 anchor 
when two other greal ships; one of which was commanded by our old 
friend Le Dilly, who WilS wrecked in Ihe Fallclands. - So Ihili lhe French 
governmenl are nol tired of Ihcir expensive school to make Sailors. -

]lk We ran on during the night . The French ship most pertinaciously 
followed us; she supposed we were making for some Harbor; &- a 
harbor on this lee-shore is a prize which a Whaler dare not herself look 
for. We found M' Stokes had arrived a week before at this (Lowes 
Harbor) our rendevous. - The islands here are chiefly of the same 
Tertiary fonnation as at Chiloe, &- are beautifully luxuriant: The woods 
come down to the beach in precisely [the) same manner as an evergreen 
shrubbery over a gravel walk. We found here a Periagua from Caylen; 
the Chilotans had most adventurously crossed in their miserable boa t 
the open space of the sea which separates Chonos from Chiloe. - I 
think this place will soon be inhabited; there isa great abundance of fine 
muscles &- oysters; wild potatoes grow in plenty, one which I measured 
was oval, &: its longest diameter two inches. - Mr Sto~es &- his party 
cooked &: ate them &- found them watery but good.- The Chilotans 
expected to catch fish, &: the very great numbers ofl5131 sea-olters 
shows to be the case. 

We enjoyed from the anchorage a splendid view of four of the great 
snowy cones of the Cordilleras; the most Northern is the flat-topped 
Volcano, &- next to this comes "el famoso CorcO\'ado". - The range 
it.self is almost hidden beneath the horizon. 

~-J4'* Our week in this port pasSt.>d rather heavily; the climate is so 
very bad &- the cou ntry so very uniform in its char.l cler. -

ISrit & 16'· On the 151h we sailed &- steered fo r IheSW point ofChiloe; the 
next day it was attempted to survey the coast, but the weather again 
becoming bad, we bore up &- run toan anchorage under Huafo. We had 
the misfortune to lose our best Bower anchor, which parted in bringing 
up theship. - 1 went onshore in Iheevening, &- extracted from the rock 
a good many fossil shells. - There are here some large caverns; one 
which I cou ld by no means see the length of, had been inhabited some 
long time ago. - During the nigh t it rained as if rain was a novelty; the 
rain in this country never seems 10 grow tired of pouring down.-

J7'" We ran along during the next day the Southern pari of [the) outer 
coast of Chiloe; The country is similar to that on the inside coast viz a 
thickly wooded plain &: white cliffs facing the sea: further to the North 
the coast becomes bolder.- We made d uring the night a good run &-
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18th by noon on the Sunday reilchcd S. Carlos. - We found Mr Sulivan 
with the Yawl & Whaleboat, who had made a prosperous cruize.15141 

191k Ea rly in the morning the ship ran out to sound on the English bank. 
A boat put me on shore on P. Tenuy, where I found some very 
interesting geology. In the evening we returned to our old anchorage at 
P. Arena.- Ouring this night the Volcano of Osorno was in great 
activity; at 12 oclock the Sentry observed something like a large star, 
from which state it gradually increased in size tilllhree oclock when 
most of the officers were on deck watching it.- It was a very magnifi­
cent sight; by the aid of a glass, in the midst of the great red glare of 
light. dark objects in a constant succession might be seen to be thrown 
up & fall down.- The light was sufficient to cast on the water a long 
bright shadow. - By the morning the Volcano seemed 10 have regained 
itscomposure.-

22..J Capt FitzRoy being anxious that some bearings should be taken on 
the outer coast of Chiloe, an excu rsion was planned that M' King & 
myself should ride to Castro & from thence across the Island to the 
Capella de Cucao, situated close to the West coasl. - Having hired 
horses & a guide, we set out on the morning of the 22nd. We hnd not 
proceeded far, before we were joined by a woman & two boys, who 
were bent on the same journey. Every one on this road acts on a "Hail 
fellow wetl met" fashion: and one may here enjoy the priviledge, so rare 
in S America, of travelling without fire arms. - In the firs t part the road 
lies across a succession of hills & valleys; nearerSIS to Castro it crosses 
a plain. - The road is a very singular affair as I have formerly said, is 
almost entirely composed of logs of wood. - These are either broard 
slabs laid longitudinally or smaller ones transversely to the direction of 
the road.- Being summer time & fme weather the road is not so very 
bad; but in winter, when the wood is slippery with rain, by all accounts 
the travelling becomes quite dangerous. It is remarkable how active 
custom has made the Chilotan horses; in crossing bad parts of the road 
where the logs are displaced, the horse skips from one to the other with 
quickness & certainty of a dog.- In winter the road on each side of the 
line of logs is a perfect swamp & is in many places overflowed; so that 
the logs are fastened down by transverse poles, which are pegged into 
the earth on each side. - These same pegs render a fall from a horse 
more dangerous as the cha nce of alighting on one is not small. - On 
either hand of the road we have the forest of lofty trees, their bases 
matted together by the Canes. - When occasionally a long reach of this 
avenue could be seen, it presented a curious scene of uniformity; the 
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whi te line of logs, narrowing in perspt.'Ctive, be<:ame hidden by the one 
colored forest, or il termin.1 led In a zig zag line which ascended some 
steep hill.- The first opening of this road must have cost considerable 
labor. - I was told that many people had lost their lives in attempting 
to cross the forest , &: that the firsl who succeeded was an Indian who 
cui his way through Ihe canes In 8 days &: reached S. Carlos. - He was 
rewarded by the Spanish government by a large grant of land. - The 
distance in a straight line is only 12 sea-leagues, yet from the nature of 
the forest the labor mllst have been excessive. - During the summer 
time many of the Indians wander about the woods, chiefly in the hisher 
parts where it is not quite so thick, in search of half wild cattle, which 
live in the forest on the leaves of the Cane &: various trees. It wasoneof 
these Indians who by chance found a few years since an Enghsh ship 
which had been wred.ed on the West coast, the crew of which was 
beginning to fail in pro\o\sions; it is not probable Ithat] \\o\thout the aid 
of this man, they would have been able to extricate themselves. -as it 
was, one of the men died of fatigue on their march . - The Indians in 
these excursions steer by the Sun &: are very expert in finding their way; 
if however they have a continuance of cloudy weather, they cannot 
travel; This reminds ont! of the st.l te which navigation must have been 
in before the invention of the compass.-

The road to Castro will before very long become inhabited; we now 
meet 3 or 4 cleared spots, each with its house, in the interval between 
the two inhabited ends.- It is at this time of yea r much frequented; 
chiefly however by foot men, who carry on their backs heavy loads of 
com &c &c &: buy al S. Carlos clothese, Capsicum &:c to sell in the 
country. These men perform the journey in less than Iwodays. 

The day was beautiful; Ihe number of trees which weretS171 in full 
flower perfumed the air; yet even thIS could scarcely dissipate the 
gloomy dampness of the forest . The number of dead trunks, which 
stand like great white skeletons, never fai ls to give these primeval 
woods a character of solemnity which Is wanting in those of countries 
long civilized, such as England.-

I noticed in some particular Iram Ihal nearly all the large lrees were 
dead.- I cannot give any reason for thlS. - My guide cut the ma tter 
short by saying that a - bad wind " had killed them! Shortly after sunset, 
we bivouaced fo r the night. Our fema le companion was rather good 
looking; she belonged to onc of the most respectable families in 
Castro.- She rode, however, without shoes or <;tockinss & cross-leg­
ged. - I was su rprised at the wa nt of pride shown by both her & hcr 
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brother; they brought food with them, but at all our meals sat watching 
M' King & myself eating, till out of shame they compdled us to feed the 
whole party. - The night was cloudless; we enjoyed, & it is an high 
entoyment, whilst lying in our beds th~ sight of the multitude of stars 
which brightened the darkness of the forest . -

2JI'II We started early in the morning & reached the pretty quiet town of 
Castroat2 oclock . The governor who was here on the former occasion 
was dead, &- in his place was a Chileno. - We had a letter of introduc­
tion 10 him; he had formerly been in much better circumstances, but 
was now very poor, &- his Governorship only confers honor but no 
pay. - We found Don Pedro most exceedingly hospitable & kind; & a 
degree 0~518 1 disinterestedness which I believe to be as common in the 
Spanish character, as assuredly it is most rare in the present Creole race 
(i .e. in Chili).-

24111 Don Pedro procured us fresh horses &- offered himself toaccompany 
us. We proceeded to the South, generally following the coast. We 
passed through several hamlets, each with its large barn-like chapel 
built of wood.- Near Castro we saw a rema rkably pretty waterfall: it 
was very sma ll ; but the water fell in a Single sheet into a large circular 
basin; around which stately trees from 100 to 120 feet high cast a dark 
shadow. - (No/t'ill margi,,: Trees were measured here of this height & 
some appeared higher.) At Vil~pilli Don Pedro asked the Comman­
dante to give us a guide to Cucao: The old gentleman offered to come 
himself; but for a long time he could nol believe that anything could 
induce two Englishmen to go to such an ou t of the way place asCucao. 
He repeatedly asked "but where are you rtfJlly going?" & when Don 
Pedro answered toCucao-He replied "a los infiemos, hombre;-what 
is the good of deceiving me?" - We thus were accompanied by the two 
greatest aristocrats in the country; as was plainly to be seen in the 
manner of all the poorer Indians. - But yet, it must not fora moment be 
imagined that either of these men had at aU Iheairof a gentleman. -

At Chonchi we struck off across Ihe island and followed intricate 
winding paths, sometimes passing through magnificent forest &­
Ihenl5191 opening into pretty cleared spots, abounding with corn & 
potaloe crops. I.n this undulating woody country. parlially cultivated, 
there was something which brought to mind the wilder parts of 
England , & hence to my eye wore a most fascinating aspect. - On the 
road we met a small herd of cattle which had just bt.'Cn colk'Cted al a 
"Rodeo" in the Pampas or Chili, where many hundredsarccollected by 
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a few men: here there wen' more men than cattld - The cattle are 
hunted by dogs, which likeourbull-dogs seize&: hold them by the ears 
&: nose. 1111 men with lazos can come up &. secure them. - At Vihn((), 
which is situated on the borders of the great lake of Cucao, only a few 
fieldsarede~red out of the forest , &: theinhabtt~ntsappe~rIlU Indian .­
This lake IS twelve miles long &. runs in an East &. Wtst dlteChon from 
I00I1 on:umsl.J~. the sea bree7-C blows ~ reguLarly dunng the day 
&: dunng the OIght It falls calm.- This has given ri.se 10 slnmge 
eugger.abons; for the phenomenon as descnbed 10 us al S. Carlos was 
qUite a prochgy_ 

The road to Cuao was 50 \'ery bad, lhal we detenmned loemb.1fl In 

_ periagua _ The Command_nte in Ihe most authonl.Jtlve manner 
ordered SIX Indians 10 gel ready 10 paddle us o\'er &. Without drigmng 
10 lell lhem whelher they would be pakl. The periagua is _ 'Ir.ange 
rough boal, but Ihe crew were still str~nger. I do not think.1X uglierhille 
mt'n ever were in II boat togelher. - They pulled however very well &: 
ch~rfully; the stroke oar gabbled Indian &. uttered lS201 strange cry'. 
much after the fashion a pig-driver drives pigs.- We started with a 
light breeze against us. bul yet reached after night fall the Capella de 
Cucao; having pulled at the rate of three miles an hou r. - Thecountry 
on each side of the Jake is one unbroken forest. In the sa me Pcrlngun 
with us. n cow was embarked; it would seem a puzzle how to get a cow 
Intoa small boat. but the Indians managed it Ina minute, They brought 
the cow along.ide Ihe boat. & heeling the gunwale towards her, placed 
two oan under her belly &: resting on Ihe gunwale; wllh these levers 
they fairly tumbled the poor animal heels over he~d into the bottom of 
the boat - AI Cucao we found an uninhabited hovel (which 15 the 
miden«: oflhe Padre when he pays ttusCapeUa a visit)wherelighhng 
_ hre. we cooked our supper &. were very comfortable. -

The distnct of Cucao IS lhe only inhabited p.1.rt on the wheMe West 
coost of Chiloe_ It cont;lIns about thIrty or forty IndWln5, who are 
ICaUe.red along four or fh'e miles of the shore. and Without _ single 
~nlsh resident . - They ~re very much secluded from the rest of 
Chlloe & have scarcely any sort of commerce, excephng SOme!lInes a 
bule oil which they get from seal blubber. They are pretty wen drtSted 
10 clolhesof thrir own manufacture. &. they have plenty toeal - They 
seemed howCW'r discontented. yet humble 10 a degree whw:h it was 
qUite painful to behold . The former feeling is I think chiefly 10 be 
aunbutf.'Ci to the harsh &- authontative manner in which they are treated 
by their rulers. Our companions. although so very dvil tOl521 1 us, 
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behaved to the poor Indillns as if the)" were sines rather than free men 
They ordered provisions, " the use of their horses, withoul e1,'t"T 

rondc§Cendlng 10 wy how much, or Indeed If the owners should iIIt all 
bep.lld 

l5" In the morning being lefl alone wllh the Indians. we soon 
Ingrahaled ourselves by presents of Cigars & matte: a lump of white 
su~r was dlVlded between all present " tasted with the greate!il 
CUl105lty. - The Indlillns ended all their complaints by "')'1ng "IE It 15 

only because we are poor Indians" J..now nothing. but II wa, nol 50 

when we had a King" -I really thll»;.a boallcrew wllh IheSpamo;h nag 
mJghl take the Island ofChiloe. 

The next day after brt'ai..faSI we rode to P Huantamb. a httle way to 
the Northward; the TlHId lay along a very broard beach, on which even 
after so many fine days a terrible surf was breakIRg. I am assured that 
after a gale Ihe roar can be heard at nighl even at Castro. a distan~ of 
no Icss than Iwt'nt)' one sea miles across a hilly and wooded country, 
We had some difficulty In reaching Ihe poinl owing 10 the intolerably 
bad paths; for every where in the shade. the ground in Chlloe 500n 
becomes a perfect quagmire. The point Itself is a bold rocky hill; It is 
covered by a plant allied I believe to Ihe bromcl;alo, wilh Utile recurved 
hooks on Ihe lcavcs, and which the inhabitanls call Cheponcs. In 
scrambling Ihrough the beds, our hands were very much scratched; I 
was amused by seeing Ihe precautIOn our Indian gUide look. In turnm.~ 
up his trowsers Ihlnking them more delicate Ihan hiS hard skIR, - Thl) 

planl bears a fruit , in shape hJ..e an ArtichoJ,;,e; in it a number of 
seed-vessels are packed together 522 : which contain a pleasant iWft't 
pulp & are here much esteemed. 1 saw al Lowes Harbor the Chilotans 
maJ..ing Chichi or cyder with this fruit ; so true is it. that everywhere INn 
finds some means to INke intoxicahngdrink ,-

The co.lst to the Northwolrd of P. Huantambisexceedingly rugged &: 
broken &: is fronted by many breolkers on which the H"01 is etemall)· 
roaring -M' King &: myself were an,UoUS to return, If it had bftn 
possible, on foot oIlong this coast, but even the Indi.ans Soly It 15 qUite 
Impracllcable . We ..... ere told that men have crossed by stnJ..mg mto 
the Woods from CucaotoS. Carlos, but never by theCOolst .- On tllest 
expe<hhons the Indlillns only carry with them lo.asted com; &: of Ihi'\ 
they eolt spanngly but tWIC1! .I day. 

I made some enqUlrie5 concerning the history of the Indi.ans of 
Chlloe , - They all spea.k the same language whICh l5 the Blrhche ('If 
WiJliche. is different from that of the AraUc.lnians; yetlheir method of 
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address is nearly the same; the word being NMa ri-Mari", whichsignifys 
"good morning". They recognize amongst themselves certainly some 
divisions: do not believe that the Ragunias or ChahuC$ come (as M' 
Douglass states) from the North, &: only recognized the fonner name. 
They say the Bybenies fonnerly spoke quite a distinct language; the 
Commandan te believes they came from the South . The Indian word, to 
theS. ofe. Tres Montes, for the Potatoe is Aquina, here they have quite 
a distinct name. - These Indians of Cucao are said to have originally 
belonged to Isd lofl Huafo, &: to have been brought over by the 
tI.'hssionanes. - In a \S23;smular manner the Missionaries finding the 
passage to the Chonos Islands difficult &: dangerous tempted by 
presents the Inhabitants to rome &: live in Caylen. This agrees with 
what the Chilolans said in Lowes Harbor&: it perfectly accoun ts forlhe 
deserted state of that Archipelago.- I before heard that the few 
remaining Bybenieschiefly lived in Caylen . 15 it not probable that these 
are the onginal inhabItants of Chonos?-

I understand since the time of the Patm, the Caciques have been 
entirely done away with . -

If!i We again embarked in the Peragua &: crossed the lake; &: then took 
to our horses. - The whole of ChilOt: took advantage of this week of 
unusually fine weather to clear the ground by burning: in every 
direction volumes of smoke were curl ing upwards: .although the 
inhabitants were so .assiduous in setting fire to every part of the wood, 
I did not see a single one which they had succeeded in making 
e:xtensive. - We dined WIth our friend the Commandante &: did not 
reach Castro till after dark. - I cannot give a better idea of the poverty 
of Castro, than the fact that we had grea t difficulty to buy a pound of 
sugar; &: a I..nife which we wanted was quite out of the question. - (NOll' 

ItI nlD'gm; No Wa tch or Clock, strike the Bell by guess!) Don Pedro gave 
as a reason for this; that there being no money, goods could only be 
laken in exchange, so that a trader must at the same time be a merchant. 
A man wanting to buy a bottle of wine, carrys on hIS bad: an A1erce 
board!-

lrt' We left Castro ea rly in the morning; after having e ntered for some 
lime the forest, we had from a steep brow o f a hill, (&: it isa rare thing in 
this road)IS24\ an e).lensive view of the grea t forest; over the horizon of 
trees the Volcanoes of Corrovado &: lagartigas stood oul In proud 
preemmence; Scarcely another peak of the Cordilleras showed their 
snowy tops. I hope it will be long before I forget this farewell view o f the 
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magmficent Cordilleras of Chiloe. - At rught we again bivouaccd with 
adoudlesssky, 

Zan' & rising before day-break reached S. Carlos in the morning. We 
arrived on the right day, for in the evening heavy rain commenced. - I 
have now weU seen Chiloe, having both gone round it &. crossed it in 
two directions.-

Fdn-wQry 4111 Wr sailed from P. Arena; but from dirty weather wt're 
oblJged toretum &. anchor in English harbor. - In this last week I made 
some short excursions; one was to see a bed of oysters, out of which 
large forest trees were growing at an elevahon of 350 feet . - Another 
was to P. Huechucucuy. I had with me a good Vaqueano, who 
pertinaciously told me the Indian name for every little pomt. rivulet &. 
creek . In the same manner as in T. del Fuego, the Indian language 
appears singularly well adapted for attaching names to the most minute 
divisions ofland.-

I believe every one is glad to say farewell to Chiloe. Yet if we forget 
the gloom & ceaseless rain of winter, Chiloe might pass for a charming 
island . - There is also something very attractive in the simplicity &: 
humble politeness of all the cottagers; when we look however to their 
morality, there is, as in the weather, a dark as well as bright point of 
view·15251 

,stIo We steered along the coast, but owmg to thick weather did not reach 
Valdivia till the night of the 8th . 

B" The forest is no where cleared away; the geological structure being 
eVidently the same with that of the central parts of Chiloe, the external 
features are the same. We have everywhere on the coast bold rocky 
points, which more mland are covered up byTertiary plams of different 
ailltudes. 

gtI' The morrung after our arrival in the Port, two boat<; were sent to the 
town of Baldivia .1 This is seated on the banks of a nver 9 or 10 miles 
distant from the anchorage. - At the latter place there are only a few 
cottages &: some strong forlJl!Sses . - I ought rather to say which Wttl! 

formerly strong; for now most of the guns have been carried to 
ValparalSO. - nus port is well known from Lord Cochranes gallant 
attack when m the servICe of La Patriil . _1 We followed the course oflhe 
nver; occasslOnally passmg a few hovels &. cleared patches of ground. 
&. sometimes meetmg a canoe with an Indian family . The scenery 
otherwise is one unbroken forest . The town of Valdivia is seated on the 
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low banksof the nver: it is completely hidden In a ..... ood of Apple trees; 
the streets an! merely paths lJ\ an orchard.-) I never saw thl5 fruJlln 
such abundance.- There an! but few houses; even I think less than in 
S. Carlos; they are en ti rely built of Aleree planks. The manners &: habits 
of the upper classes are evidently superior to what we meet 5261 with at 
poorChiloe. There as perhaps also more pure Spanish blood .- Beyond 
Uus, there is little to show that Baldivia is one of the most anocn! 
colOnies on thiS West coast of Amenca.-

Ou r first 1m pression on seeing this quiet little to ..... n certainly has been 
a pleasing one.- There are several Englishmen residing here (as 
mdeed m every comer of S. America); their number has lately been 
Increased by an addition of seven run-away convicts from Van 
Diemen', land. They stole (or made) a vessel & ran straight for this 
coast; when some dist.1nce from the land they sunk her &: took to their 
boals.- They all took wives in about a wt."I!ks time; &: the fact of their 
being such notorious rogues appears to have weighed nothing in the 
Govemor5 opinion, in comparison with the advantage of having some 
good workmen.- In all these Spanish colonies, it appears to me that 
the committal of enonnous crimes lessens but very little the public 
estimation of any individual; that is, as long as they remain 
unpunished. The Chilians in St Jago think it very hard that the 
Englishmen cease to hold communication with any of their countrymen 
who may have actt.'CI dishonorably. - nus must partly be the conse­
quence of their absolvin&t forgiving religion.- I am afraid however, 
this Christian charity, both of the public &; the Church, is chiefly 
extendt.'CIto the rich. -
I Pe-not note ,n matpl'. Rod OU"1" Ale fr< . 
lWhile in command of the Ch.lelln rwvy In DKember 1819. Lord C«hnnor IIInded III 
Vilkbv ... wllh JOO men .00 O'I"i!rC",me 1M . trongly forhfitd Spilrush .",. With ''ftJ lew 
eutWl~ of hit own 
' PmQI noIe In ma1Kl" 'Apple MOry" . 

U" I set out on a short ride, in which however I managed to see 
singularly little either of the geology of the country or of the inhabit­
ants. - There is not much deared land near Valdivia; aft er crossing a 
river at the distan(W! of a few miles, we entered the forest , &: then only 
passed one miSerable hovel before reaching our sleeping place lOf" the 
night. - The short dIfference in latitude of 150 miles has gh'en to the 
forest , as compared to that of ..... hiloe. another aspect . This is owing to a 
slightly different proportion in the kinds of tl"ffS; the evergreens do not 
appear to beqUlte so numerous; &: the forest in consequence is coloured 
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by a brighler &: more lively green. - As in Chiloe, Ihe lower parts are 
mailed together by Canes; here also another kind, about twenty feet 
hIgh and whIch Sirictly resembles in form the bamboos of Brazil, grows 
10 dusters: Ihe banks of some of the streams are Ihus ornamented lOll 

very pretty manner. - It is with this plant that the Indlillns male their 
Chusas, or long tapering spears. - Our reslmg house was so dirty I 
preferred sleepmg outside; the first OIght is generally an uncomfortable 
one, because ones body is not accustomed tothe ticlhng&: bitingoflhe 
fleas; 1 am sure in the morning there was nOI the space of a shilling on 
rn)' legs whIch had nol ils li ttle red mark where the flea had feasted . -

J1'" We continued to ride through Ihe uncleared forest ; &: only OCCoill5"" 
sionally met an Indian on horseback, or a troop of fine mules bringing 
Alerce planks or corn from Ihe Southern plams. In Ihe afternoon one of 
the horses tlred; we were then on the,528. brow of a hill which 
commanded a fine view of the Uanos. The view of these open plaiOS 
was \'ery refreshing. after being hemmed in &: buried amongst the 
wilderness of trees. The unifonnity of a forest soon b«omes very 
weansome; this West coost makes me remember WIth pleasure the fref!, 
unbounded plains of Patagonia; yel with the true spiri t of contradiction, 
I can not forget how sublime is the silence of the for()st. The Llanos are 
the most fe rtile &: thickly peopled parts of the country: they possess the 
immense advantage of being nearly free from tn.'Cs; before leaving the 
forest we crossed some flat little lawns, around which single trees were 
encroaching In Ihe manner of an English pari ... - It is curious how 
generally a plam seems hostile to the growth oflrees: Humboldt found 
much difficulty In endeavouring to account for their presence or 
absence In certain parts of S. America; it appears to me Ihat the 
levelness of the surface very frequen tly determines this point; but the 
cause why II should do so I cannol guess. - In tke case of Tierra del 
Fuego the deficiency is probably owing to the accu mutation of 100 much 
mOIsture; but In Banda Oriental, to the North of Maldonado, where we 
have a fine undulatlng country, WIth streams of water (which are 
themselves fnnged with wood) is to me, as I have before stated, the 
most ,nexplica bl€.' case. -

On accounl of the tired horse I determined to stop close by al the 
MiSSion ofCudico; to the Friarofwhich I had a leuerof tnlroduchon.­
Cud lco IS an intermrolate district betw('('n the forest &: the Llanos; there 
are iI good many cottages with patches of com &: potatoes nearly aU 529 
belongIng to Indians. The Plank-built Chapel Is smaU &: in sad deay; 
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the Governmen t is building a school for the Indian children. - The 
Padre tells me they are very easily taught any subject, & that the school 
will be the meilns of doing a grea t deal of good. - All the Ind ians 
belonging to Valdivia are "reducidos & Christianos"; they are divided 
inlo tribes, & have their Caciques: their quarrels & crimes are superin­
tended by Spanish authorities, & I do not quite understand what power 
the Cacique has, excepting that of oppressing his subjects. The Indians 
to the North, about Imperial & Arauco, are yet very wild & not 
converted; they all ha,'e however much intercourse with the 
Spaniards.- There are 26 tribes more or less dependant on Valdivia; 
each of these have Spanish residents, called "Capitanes dc10s amigos", 
whose office is to interpret & plead for their respective tribes with the 
Governor of Va ldivia . The Caciques of three or four of the tribes, who 
have remained very faithful & have been of service during the wars, 
receive a pension of 30 dollars a yea r (6 pounds sterling); a sort of bribe 
with which they are well satisfied to remain quiet. - Some of the tribes 
are la rge, one is supposed to ha"e 3-4()(X) Indians. - The Padre says 
that the Indians do not much like coming to mass, but otherwise show 
much respect to religion; the greatest difficulty is in making them 
observe the ceremonies of marriage. - The wild Ind ians take as many 
wives as they can support; & a Cacique will sometimes have more than 
ten:-on entering his hou se, the numberl5301 can be told by that of the 
separate fires . This last plan must be a good one to prevent quarrelling. 
The wives live each a week in turns with the Cacique; but all are 
employed in weaving Ponchos &c for his advantage: to be the wife of a 
Cacique is an honor much sought after by the Indian women. - The 
besetting sin with all is that of drunkedness; it seems wonderful that 
they are able to drink enough of our sour weak cyder to make them­
selves drunk.- But it is certain that they remain in this state for whole 
days together & are then very dangerous & fierce. - The Indian 
temperament, all over the Americas, seeks with singular eagerness the 
excitation produced by Spirituous liquors. -

The common Indian dress to the Soulh of Valdivia is a dark woollen 
Poncho, ben!;!ath which they wear nothing. & short light trousers & 
leggings. To the North, they wear a garment folded round their bodies 
in the manner of the Chilipa of the Gauchos. This alone will 
immediately point out from which side any Indian comes. - They all 
wear their long hair bound by a red band, & without covering to their 
heads. Both of which tastes are constantly seen in the Indians on the 
other side of the Cordilleras. Some of the women wear curiously 
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shaped &: very large plates of silver in their ears; &: I saw one man with 
a Similar necklace; which at a distance looked like a white ruff. - It 
appears to me that these Indians havea sughlly different phySiognomy 
from any wruch I have seen; they an! more swarthy, their hair is nol SO 
straight &: in greater profusion,IS31 then cheek bones are very promi­
nent: they are good sized men . - The expl"l'Ssion of their faces is 
generally grave &: even austere; &: possesses much character; this may 
either pass for goodnatured bluntness or for fierce determination. - On 
the road a traveller meets with none of that humble pohtencss so 
universal in Chiloe; some however gave their "Mari-Man" (good 
morning) With promptness. - The resemblance very likely 15 Imagi­
nary, but the long hair, the grave &: much Imed features , &: dark 
complexion, called to my mind old portraits of Charles the First . - The 
independence of manners of these Indians is probably a conS(.'qucnce 
of the long &: victorious wars which they have fought with the 
Spaniards. - At present all the Southern Indians seem in a fair way of 
continuing subjects of Chili. - They are said to be very good ho rsemen; 
they do not much use the lazo, or the Bolas, &: this latter only to the 
North . - The Chus.1 is the proper Weapon of the coun try. - It is odd 
what difficulty is found in ascertaining even the most si mple question 
from the Spaniard s. I was assu red by wh<lt would appear exccllent 
authority, that the Indian language ofChiioc is quite distinct from that 
of these Araucanians: yet I now am convinccd they are the same. _ The 
greater part of the latter talk some Spa nish . 

J spent the evening very pleasantly, tal king wi th the Padre. - Hewas 
exceedingly kind &: hospitable; &: coming from St Jago had contrived to 
su rround himself with some few comforts.I5J21 Being a man of some 
lit tle education, he bitterly complained of the total want of socicty;­
with no particular zeal for re ligion. no business or pursuit, how 
completely mustlhis mans life be wasted. -

13l1li J found nothmg worth staying for or for procl.·t.>ding. so ag'lln 
retumed through the forest . - We met seven very wild Indians, 
amongst whom were some Caciques who had just received their yearly 
stipend . They were fine upright men, but rode one after the other, With 
gloomy looks. An old Cacique who headed them, I suppose had been 
more excesSively drunk than any of the rest, for he seemed both 
extremely grave &: crabbed. - Shortly before this two Indians joined us, 
who were tTaveliing from a distant Mission to Valdivia concerning 
50me law suit.- One was a good humored old man , but from his 
wrinkled beardless facc looked more like an old Woman. I frequently 
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presented both with agars; though ready to receive them & I darewy 
gratcl'ul. they would hardly condescend to thank me:- A CMotan 
Indian would ha .. e taken off his hat & given his MDios Ie pageM (may 
God repay you). - My guide talked the Indian language fluently; so 
that t heard plenty of their conversation. It is entirely free from gullural 
5Oumb; none of the words proceeding from the throat . - We reached 
before night-fall a sort of warehouse for the reception of muleteers; the 
other of the two houses in the whole line of road . - The travelling was 
very tedious, from heavy rain of the preceding night; another great,ill; 
dlfhculty 15 the number of large trees which haU! fallen across the 
road . - If they are so big that the horse cannot leap them, it IS often 
necessary to go flrty yards on one or the other side. -

J4111 We rcachl.'<i Valdivia by noon & had the good fortune to find boats 
from the Beagle, so that I got on board the same e,"enmg. - t forgot to 
menhon asa proof how congenial this climate is to the Apple tree, that 
10 several plaCt!sln the forest t found trees which must have been sown 
by chance . An old man illustrated his motto that "NI.'Ce5sidad es la 
Madre del invention" by giving an account of how many things he 
manufactured from apples: After extracting the cyder from the refuse, 
he by some process procu red a whi te & most excellently flavoured spiri t 
(which many of the officers tasted); he also could make wine. - by a 
dishncl process he produced a very sweet & weU tasted treade or as he 
called It honey. - None of these processes requU"t' much attention . 

lffi I crossed over to the Fortcalled Niebla, which ison theopposl teside 
of the bay to the Corral where we are at anchor. - The Fort is in a most 
rumous state; the carriages of guns are so rollen that M' Wdham 
remarked to the commanding officer, that with one diSCharge they 
would all fall . The poor man trying to put a good face on it, gravely 
replied , NNo I am sure Sir they would st.lnd two!" The Spaniards mus t 
have Intended to have made this place impregnable. There is now lying 
In the middle of the court-yard a httle mountain of mortar, which nvals 
in hardness Ihe rock on which It hes. - It was brought from Chih ,5J41 & 
cost seven thousand dollars. The revolution breaking out prevented its 
being applied to any purpose: hut now it remains a monument to the 
fallengreatocssofSpaln. - I wanted togotoa house about a mile & half 
distant; my guide said it was qUite Impossible to penetrate the wood in 
a straight line; but heoffen.>d to lead me by the shortest way, following 
obscure c.attlc tracks: after all , the walk toolo. no less than three hours! 
nus man IS employed in hunting strayed cattle; yet well il!o he must 
~ow the woods, he was not long since lost for tv.'o Whole days &: had 

il ~i\lPr .R r rml ~I n 



292 VALD IVIA FEBRUARY 1835 

nothing to cat . These f~ct5 convey il good Idea of the impracticability of 
the forest of these countnl'S. - A qut!Sllon often occurred to me. how 
long doesany \'e5t'gcofa fallen tree remaln?This man showed me one 
which a party of fugitIVe Royahsts had cut down fourtcen years ago.­
Judging from the state in which It .... 015 I 5hould think a bo.Iea foot and a 
hillhn dlilmeterm thirty )'ears ..... ould present a mere ndgeof mould -

l r:Jl' This day has Moen remarkable m the .nnals of Valdivia for the most 
se\'ere earthquake .... hich the oldt!St inhabitants remember, - Some 
who wcreat Valpa ra,soduring thc dreadful oneof 1822. say this was as 
powerful.- I can hardly credit this. &; must think that in Earthquakes 
as in gales of wind . the last is always the worst. I was on shore &: lying 
do ..... n m the wood to rt!St myself It ca me on suddenly &: lasled two 
mmutes (but appeared much longer) . The rocking 535 was most 
sensible; the undulation ,lIppeared both 10 me &; my servant to travel 
from due East. There .... ·as no dIfficulty in sianding upnght; but the 
motion made me giddy . - I can('omp3re II toskaflngon very thin ice or 
to the motion of a ship in a little cross ripple. 

An earthquake hkc thIS I'll once dl'SlroyS the oldest associations; Ihe 
world . the very emblem of all that is solid . moves beneath our fcct hke 
a cruSI ovcr a nuid; one second of time conveys to the mind a slMngt' 
idea of insecunly. which hours of reOectlon wou ld never crea te . In the 
forest. a breeze moved the trees, I felt the earth tremble. bu l saw no 
consequence from it . - At the town where nearly all the officers were. 
the scene was more awful; all the houses being built of wood . nonc 
actually fell &. but few were injured Every one expected to see the 
Church a heap of rums. The houses were shaken violenlly &; creaked 
much, the nails being parhally drawn.- I feel sure it istheseac-compan­
lments & the horror ptctured m the filCH of all the inhabitants . ..... hich 
commumcates the dread that every one feels who has thld st't'PI as ..... ell 
as felt an earthquake. In the forest II WitS a highly interesting but by no 
means awe-exciting phenomenon.- The effect on the tides was very 
curious; the great shock look plAce at the lime of low-waler; an old 
..... oman ..... ho ..... as on the beac.h told me that the ..... ater flowed qUickly but 
not In big ..... a\'es to the hlgh-w,llter mark, & ilS quickly returned to Its 
proper level; thiS was also evldenl by the wei sand. She S36 saId It 
flowed like an ordlOary IIde. only a good deal qUicker. ThIS very kind of 
Irregulanty in the tide happened two or three years since during an 
Earthquake at Chlloe &. caused a great deal of groundless alann . - In 
the course of the evemng Ihere were other weaker shoc.lo.s; all of which 
seemed to produce the mosl complicated currents, &. some of great 

© Cambndqe Univer<>li;v Press Reproduc:ed With permission bv Darwin Online 



1835 FEBRUARY VALDIVIA 293 

strength in the Bay. The generally active Volcano of Villa·Rica, which is 
the only part of the Cordilleras in sight, appeared quite tTanquil.- I am 
afraid we shall hear of damage done at Concepcion. I forgot to mention 
that on board the motion was very perceptible; some below cried out 
that the ship must have tailed on the shore &: was touchmg the 
bottom.-

It'' We moved our anchorage toone nearer the mouth of the harbor.­
during the last week there has been an unusual degree of gaiety on 
board.- The Intendenle paid us a visit one day &: brought a whole 
boat full of ladies: bad weather compelled them to stay all nighl, a sore 
plague both to us &: them.- They in return gave a ball, which was 
attended by nearly all on board. Those who went returned exceedingly 
well pleased with the people of Valdivia. - The Signoritas arc pro­
nounced very charming; &: what is still more surprising, they have not 
forgotten how to blush, an art which is at present quite unknown in 
Chiloe. - 1537[ 

11"" We finally sailed from Valdivia &: continued the survey up the 
roast. About thirty miles to the Northward Ihecountry becomes lower 
&: more level, neither is it quite so concealed in forest. - We saw much 
cattle; &: several groups of Indians on horseback appeared to watch 
with interesl our movements. Seeing us so close to the land, they 
perhaps hoped we should be wrecked; a fale which happened not long 
since to a French Whaler, the crew of which were robbed of e,rery single 
thing in a very short time. - II is said that the country of these 
Araucanians is the mOSI fertile in Chili; my friend the Padre at Cudico 
bitterly regretted Ihal it should be so wasted &: wished with Christill/! 
humanity, that all the provinces would unite &: make a complete end of 
the Indian race.-

This is a dangerous coast; 51'1001 water extends to some distance in the 
offing, &: a heavy swell is constantly setting right on shore. A ship in a 
calm in such a si tuation is most awkwardly placed.- The swell lost us 
an anchor &: 16 fathoms of cable; We only anchored for an hour, &: in 
heaving up, the jerks were so violent that the cable snapped in two.­
This is the sixth anchor since leaving England! 

13· We have not been very lucl..y with the survey; during part of each 
day there has been a fog: I suppose this fog is heavy rain in Chiloe; we 
now are in a land of blue skys.-

14$ In the evening came to an anchor under the lee of the island of 
Mocha : we had an unusual l5381 spectacle in seeing five ships under sail 
al once. They are Whalerscruizlng for fish.-
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25'" This island of Mocha has been an island of trouble to us. This day 
we 5<1i1ed round il making a plan; in the evening the swell prevented Uii 
aochonng, - A gale from Ihe North followed, &: Ihe Wind, inSlead of 
changing to the South, cunlrnued in this unlucky point-

27"" The C.ptain OIl last effected a landing through a heavy surf. dunng 
hIS obsnvations the tide fell. &: it was found impoMlbte to launch the 
bc»I.gain, 

28'" On the next d.y. by noon, there was less surf &: she wa.) brought 
off.- urly In the last rught a strong jerl. was felt.l our ,1Iochor. more 
cablt' being ,'cered ihc Jftn,)lned all fast; but thiS morning wt' found tht' 
anch()f" snapped nght In Iwo. - This is most unfortunate; wt' h.wt' now 
only one anchor; &: Instead of be;ng able to sUl'\'cy the ro.lst, It wl1l bt' 
necessary .fter toucrung .1 Concepcion to run up to Valpuaiso 10 
purch.se. fr~h stock. 

MlJrch r" & 2* To crown our III fate, we now have a light foul wind 
Nobody. but IhOSt' on board a Ship can know how vexahoos Ihese petty 
misfortuncsarc. -

J~ We felt. on board . a very smart shock of an earthquake: some 
compared the motion 10 Ihal ora cabJerun ning out, &: others to the ship 
touching on (I Mud ban k,- Capt, Fir.:Roy heard when on Moehi! that 
the Sealers had experienced a succession of shocks during thc last 
forlnight 

fllo As soon as the Ship entered the harbor of Concepcion, I landed 5391 
on the island of Quinquina, &: there spent the day, whll t the ship was 
beating up to the anchorage, The Major domo of the eslate rode down 
to tell us the t~blt' news of the great Earthqu.ke of the 2fi": - "'Th.it 
not a house In Co~poon or T.kuhano (the port) was standing. th.lt 
seventy VIllages were destroyed, &- that a great wne had almost 
washed away the ruins of Talcuh.lno".- Of this latter fact IlO()n 5aW 
abundanl proof; the whole roast was strewed O\"er With Ilmbet' &r: 
furniture as If. thousand great ships had been wred:ed 8esldeschairs. 
ubles. boobhelves &c &c in great numbft's. there were 5C\'enl roofs of 
rotuges almo&l t'nbre, Store houses had been bursl ~n, &: In "II parts 
great bags of COlton, VerN. &: other valuable merchandise wert' Kat­
lered about Dunng my walk round the island I obsen'ed that numer­
ous fragmt'nts of rock. whlch fonn the marine produCllOns adhenng 10 
Ihem must rect"ntly have been lying in decp water, had oc-en cast hlSh 
upon the beach: one of these was a slab six feel by thn.'1! square & about 
IwO thick.-
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The Island itself showed the effects of the Earthquake. as plainly as 
the beach did that of the consequent great wave. Many great cracks 
which had a North &: South direction, I5401 traversed the ground; some 
of these near the cliffs on the coast were a yard wide; &: many enonnous 
masses in every part had fallen down; in the winter when the rain 
comeS, the water will cause greater slips. The effect on the underlying 
hard slate was still more curious; the surface being shattered into small 
fragments. - If this effect is not confined. as I suppose it is, tothe upper 
parts, it appears wonderful that any solid rock can remain in Chili.­
For the future when I see a geological section traversed by any number 
of fissures, I shall well understand the reason. I believe this earthquake 
has done more in degrading or lessening the size of the island. than 100 
years of ordinary wear &: tear. 

5,h I went on shore to Talcuana, &: afterwards rode with the Captain to 
Concepcion. - The two towns presented the most awful yet interesting 
spectacle I ever beheld . - To any person who had fonnerly known 
them it must be still more so; for the ruins are so confused &: mingled &: 
the scene has so little the air of an habitable place that it is difficult to 
understand how great the damage has been. - Many compared the 
ruins to those of Ephesus or the drawings of Palmyra &: other Eastern 
towns; certainly there is the $amI! impossibility of imagining their 
fonner appearance &: condition. In Concepcion each house or row of 
houses stood by itself a heap or line of ruins: in Talcuhano, owing to the 
great wave little more was left than om' layer of bricks. tiles &: timber, 
with here &: there part of 4115411 wall yet standing up. From this 
circumstance Concepcion, although not so completely desolated, was 
the more terrible, &:ifl maysocall it, picturesque sight. The Earthquake 
took place, as we have seen at Valdivia, at half past eleven. It is 
generally thought if it had happened in the night . at least f" of the 
inhabitants would have perished . It is probable that not more than 100 
have mel their deaths; yet many must stiU lie buried in the ruins. The 
earthquake came on with tremendous violence &: gave no notice; the 
amstatlt habit of these people of running out of their houses ;,/sfatltly on 
perceiving the first trembling only saved them. The inhabita nts scarcel}' 
passed their thresholds before the houses fell in . This is thought to be 
the worse Earthquake ever known in Chili; it is however hard to tell. for 
the worst sorts happen only after long intervals from 60 to 100 years. 
Indeed several degrees worse would not signify, for the desolation is 
now complt!tt! . After viewing the ruins of Concepcion, I cannot under­
stand how the grcilh.·r part escaped unhurt; the houses in many 
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places have fallen outwards on each side into the stn.-et, so that It is 
frequently necessary to pus over little hillocks 5e\'eral feet high . In 
other plaCH the houses fell 10; In • large boudlngKhool. the beds .... "W! 

buried 8 feet beneath bric\.s. yet.lI the young ladleS esaped.- How 
dre.dful would the slaughter hne been, If as I said It had happened.t 
mght . M' Rous. the English Consul, told us he was 5421 at breakfast; at 
the first motion he ran out. but only reached the middle of his utUe 
rourt-yard when one side of h1.5 house came Ihundenng down; he 
retamed presence of mmd to remember tholt if he once got on thetop of 
that part which h.d already fallen. he should be safe; not bemg .Iblf'. 
from the mohon of the ground, to at;~nd on his ~gs he cr.wied up on 
his hands &: knees; no sooner had hf'aSCt"ndcd thiS httleemtnence. than 
the other Side of the house ff'1I 10; the great beams sweeping close In 
front of tllS head.- The sky became dar)., from the dense cloud of dust; 
..... 'Ih his e)'es blinded &: moulh choJ..ed he .It I.1sl reached the street 
Shock succeeded Shock at the Inlen·al of. few nunutes; no one dared 
.pproach the shattered ruins; no one knew whethe-r his dearest fnends 
or relahons were penshing from the want of help. The thatched roofs 
fell over the fires . &: flames burst forth in nil parts; hundreds kne ..... 
themselves ru ined &: few had the menns of procuring food for the 
day. - Can a more miserable & (t"'i1rfu l scene be Imagined7-

I shall never again I;lugh when I see JX'Ople running out of their 
houses at a lriflingshock; nor "1II.nyon board who now has seen wh.lt 
an Earthquake is. The earthqua).,e ~lone is sufficient to destroy the 
prospenty of a country; If bene.th England a \·oIcaruc focus should 
reassume Its power; how completely the whole country would be 
altered. What would become of the lofty houses. thickly packed alles, 
the great manufactones, the beautifull543 prlvatt"' &: public butldtngs? 
If such a VoJcanic focuo; should announet> liS presence ~' a great 
earthquake, what a horrible destructIOn there would be 01 human 
hfe.- England would become lMn).,rupt. all papers • .ccou.nts, records. 
althet"e would be I~t &:GO\'emmentrould nOi coIleClthetn:es - Who 
can say how soon such wul Nppen?- Talcuana IS buill on a low Aatblt 
of ground at the foot of some hills; a great wave. so common an 
occurrenet> with Earthquakes. enllrely flowed o\'cr the whole town; 
.fter the hou~ had been sha).,en down. the deslruct10n caused by the 
..... ater can be .... ·ellimagined Few of the inhabitants were drowned; for 
the unbro).,en swell was seen trn·elhng on .... ·ards al 1M dlstanct' of 5 or 
6 miles. The people ran for th __ high land; - as soon as the s\·:ell came 
close on short"' It brol...e &: is believed to have risen 23 II higher than the 
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Spring tides; it was followed by two other lesser oncs; In the retrNt of 
the water min)' things which could no.t were carried out to !lea; hence 
the wreck 00 QtJlriqWN. 1he force of the wave must have beoen \"l'1)' 

g~at. for In the fortagun&:camage, whichsomeoftheoffKefSthought 
weighed about 4 tuns, was remmred 15 ft upwards - 200 )"ard~ from 
lhe be.ch &: w(>U within the town there i~ now lying a fine Schooner, a 
mOil ilrange W11ne55 of the helghl of the wne Hefore lheswell rcKhed 
lhe town II WAS seen teanng up all the cottages WhKh Wft"e .taIllerfti 
around Ihto 8ay; someboat~ pulledoutlol1\(>fl it , lhemton k.nowlng w(>U 
lhallhey would be ,544 safe if they reached the wave before II brole In 
the ronfuston a httle Engbsh boy 4 or 5 yeOiri old &: an old woman got 
mto .. bNt, but W1th nobody to pull them to 5eOlwOIrd, the '>Uri In 
COfI$t"C:JUft\Ct"carned the lxMl W1th Im~ fon:elnto the town . wheR' 
~lnl.Jng ag.wut an anchor It "'-as CUI mto ",,'0; the old woman WH 
drowned but the lillie boy clinging to the brol.en oo.t wa, omed OUI to 
!lea, " was p.cked up some hours afterwards qUJelly Hated on tM 
thwarl Ttw Ships at anchor were whirled aboul, Iwo whkh we~ near 
toilch other had their two cables wilh three turns; although anchored In 
J6 It water, they were for some minutes aground . - In another part of 
the harbor a vessel was pilched high &: dry on shore, WilS c;trried off, 
was again driven on shore &: again carried offl- The wave 1'1 Mid to 
have rome from the South and in its road sadlydevasliltl..'<1 the Is" olSc 
Mary; It III cenaln that il enlered IhIs harbor by the tonl",n(\' nearest to 
IMSoulh Thept>rma.nenllt"n·loflheLmd &: walerlS, I belie,'e. alterN. 
bul thIS Capl FitzRoy will investigate when we relum _ I 

AI thlS present hme there are pools oC sea water In 1M streets o( the 
town; &: the chlld~ mikmg boats W1lh old Iilbin &- chan", appt>ilf as 
hAppy as lhelr JMfents are ml5erable, - I must however Ny It III 
admlrilble to see how cheerful & iKb\'e e\'ery-body 15_ M' Rout 
rem,u"ed that It makes a w'onderful dlfferenc@ the misfortune bema 
unlvt'rNl a man IS not humbled, he has no reason 10 suspect 54'; hl" 
fnends wul look down on tum &: thiS perhilps IS the wont JMrI In lOll l,f 
we.lth M' Rous has a few Apple trees In Nsgilrden . He" a Large ".rt~ 
hed there fOf" 1M 6rst week &: Wen.' as 1TIt'rT)" u if II had beoen a p"0nl( 

Sonwe heav), ram after that pt>nod added much 10 thetr rN5eT}'; rNny. 
M' Rous (('K one, betng absolutcly W1lhoot any shelter AlmoIl n'en" 
one has now made a hut with planls. 1he hm'cls budt of shcks" itril,." 
WhKh belonged to the ~t dassol people. were not shaken down. 
&: Ihcyarenow hired ala rugh pnc:eby Ihe nehcSl people" We S.1W many 
prelly I"dl~ sl.andmg al the doors of such R.mch05, Those who han' 
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estates have gone there: The town is II\8uch complete ruins that it is nol 
yel decided whether if will nOI be beller 10 change the situation, 
although allhe loss of the close ncighbourhead of the materials. -

Heavy misfortunes are well known to make Ihe bold worse; &: here 
Ihere were many robbers; there was a mixture of religion in their 
depredations which we should nol see In England; at each httle 
tr-em~ing of the ground , with one hand tht.')' beal their breasts &: cried 
out ~Misert"COrdia", &: wl lh tkeotherronl1nued 10 fLlch from the ruinS. 
The nt.'Ce5Sity of every man watching ~'hal herontri"ed to save, added 
much to Ihe trouble of the more respt."Ctable inhabitants. -

Wilh resJX-"Ct 10 the extent of Iheearthquake, we know il was severely 
fcll at Valdivia; at Valpar.llso Ihcy had 5461 a sharp shock but It did no 
damage. - All the lowns, Talca, Chillan, &c &:cbetween Concepcion&: 
51 lago ha,'e been dcstroyed , 1111 we reach 5. Fernando, which has only 
been partially destroyed . We may Imagine the shoek at this place &: al 
Valdivia 10 have had the same degree of force, &: looking at Ihe map, 
they will be found to be nearly equally dislanl; hence Concepcion may 
be supposed to be about the centre of the disturbance; The length of 
coast which has been much affected is rather less than 400 miles. M' 
Rous Ihinks the vibration came from Ihe F..as t, &: this would appear 
probable from the g rea ter numbt:r And &: longest cracks having aN&: 5 
direction, which fine wou ld correspond to the tops o f the undula­
tions. - The Volcano of Antuco, which is a lillIe to Ihe North of 
Concepcion IS said 10 be in grea t activi ty. The people in Talcuana say 
that Ihe Earthquake isowing to some old Indian Woman two years ago 
being offended, that Ihey by Witchcraft SIOpptd IN VoIcgno, &: now 
COI1'ln Ihe Earthquake. Tlus Silly behef ls curious because it shows that 
experience has taught them the conslant relatIOn between the suppres­
sed activity of volcanoes &: tremblings of the ground. It is necessary to 
apply the Witchcraft to the point whe~ their knowledge SlOps, &: this is 
the closing of Ihe VolcaniC Vent. 

The lown of Concepcion Is built, as IS usual, with all its streets at rt 
angles; one set runs (5W by W &: NE by E) &. Ihe other (NW by N &. 5E 
by 5). The walls which have the former l547 direction certainly have 
slood better than those OIl right angle5 to them; If, as would seem 
probable Anturo may be considered as the cenlre illying rather to the 
Northward of Conc:epcion,l the concenlric lines of undulation would 
not be far from coincident with NW by N &: 5Eby5 walls: this being the 
case the whole line would be thrown ou t of its centre of gravity at the 
same time & would be more likely to fall , tha n those which presented 
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their ends to the shock . The different resistance offered by the two sets 
of wa lls is well seen in the great Church. This fine building stood on one 
side of the Pla7...a; it was of considerable size &: Ihe walls very thick, 4 to 
6 ft &: built entirely of brick; the front which faced Ihe NE fonns the 
grandcsi pile o f ruins I ever saw; great masses of brick-work being 
rolled into the square as fragments of rock are seen at the base of 
mountains. - Neither of the side walls arc enllrely down, but exceed­
ingly fractured; Ihey are supported by Imm('nse buttresses, the inullhty 
of which is exemplified by Iheir having been CUI off smooth from the 
wall, as if done by a chisel, whilslthe walls Ihemselves remain standing. 
There musl have been a rotatory molion in the earth for square 
ornaments placed on Ihe coping of Ihis wall are now seated cdge­
ways. - Generally in all paris of the lown arched doorways &: windows 
stood pretty well; an old man however, who was lame, had always been 
in the cuslom of runrung toa certain doorway; this bme however It feU 
&: he was crushed 10 piec-es. - 1548 

Wilh my idea of a vibration having come from Anluco, Ihe North· 
ward of E, I cannol understand Ihe wave travelling from the South . The 
cau~ howeverofan ea rthquake causing on(',lwo, or thrt.'('great waves 
d()('s not 10 me appear very dear. -

The effeci of so violent a shock on Ihe springs was of course 
considerable; some poured oul much more waler than usua l, some 
W('fC dosed; in one place black hot water flowed from a crack &: it is said 
bubbles of gas &: discoloured water were seen rising In the Bay. Many 
geological reasons have been advanced for supposing that the earth is 
a mere crust over a fluid melted mass of rock &: lhat Volcanoes are 
merely apertures Ihrough this crust. When a Volcano has been closed 
for some lime, the increased force (whatever its nature may be) whICh 
bursts open the orifice might well cause an undulation in Ihe fluid mass 
beneath the earth; at each successive ejection of Lava a similar vibration 
would be fclt over the surrounding country; Ihese are known gradually 
to become less & less frequent, &: with them probably the ea rthquakes, 
till allast Ihe expansiV(' force is counterbalanced by the pressure in the 
funnel of Ihe Volcano. - Where Earthquakes take place without any 
volcanic action, we may either imagine Ihat melted rock IS injected in 
Ihe inferior strata, or that an abortive attempl at an eruption has taken 
place beneath the Volcano. - On lhe supposition of an inferior nUld 
mass Ihere IS no difficultyS49! in understanding Ihal gases, the resulls 
of Ihe Chemical action of Ihe greal heat. should penetrate upwards 
through Ihe cracks; or waler that had percolated deep near to the 
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regions of fire shou ld by the motion of the earth be forced upwards. ­
Most certainly an earthquake feels very like the motion of a partially 
elastic body over a fluid in motion. The motion of this Earthquake must 
have been exceedingly violent; the man at Quiriquina told me the first 
notice he had of the shock, was finding both his horse & self rolling on 
the ground. He rose, hardly knowing wha t it was, & again was thrown 
down, but not the horse a second time; some of the cattle likewise fell , 
& some nea r the edges of the cliffs were rolled into the sea. On one 
island at the head of the Bay the wave d rowned 70. The cattle were 
exceedingly terrified, run ning about as if mad, with their tails in the air. 
It is said that light articles lying on the ground, were fairly pitched to & 
fro.- The French Vice Consul mentioned a fact which if authentic is 
very curious, that the Dogs generally during an Earthquake howl, as 
when hearing military music, but that this time they all quietly left the 
town some minutes before the shock & were standing on the surround­
ing hills.- I believe other such fa cts are on record. - It is also univer­
sa lly stated that on the same morning at 9 oclock, wonderfully large 
fl ocks of gulls & other sea birds were noticed with su rprisel5501 
directing their course inland. I feel doubtfu l how much credit to give to 
this statement: I have not forgotten that the inhabitants of Lemuy, 
when we in the boats arrived there, exclaimed, "this is the reason we 
have St.'Cn so many parrots lately". -

J h.we not attempted to give any detailed description of the appear­
ance of Concepcion, fo r I feel it is quite impossible to convey thc 
mingled feelings with which one beholds this spcctacle.- Several of 
the officers visited it before me; but their strongest language failed to 
communicate a just idea of the desolation.- It is a bitter & humiliating 
thing to see works which have cost men so much lime & labour 
overthrown in one minute; yet compassion for the inhabitants is almost 
instantly forgotten by the interest excited in finding that state of things 
produced at a moment of time which one is accustomed to attribute to 
a succession of ages. - To my mind si nce leaving England we have 
scarcely beheld anyone other sight so deeply interesting. The Earth­
quake & Volcano are parts of one of the greatest phenomena to which 
this world is subject. 
' FitzRoy wTote 'Scsides suff!.'rin" from the effects of the earthquakl.' and threoe mvMimg 
wa~!.'s, which. commg from the west round both pomtsof the isl~nd, united tOO\'l.'rflow 
the low ground n",aT thl.' "iIlaKc, 5.:In ta Maria wasuphea"ed nme 11'1'1. ttappeared th~t the 
sou thern ext~me of the isli>nd w~s raised eight fft't. the m,ddle nIN. and Ihe northern 
end upwards often IN't. The Beagle '~sill.'dlh,s,sland twi<;e- .. t the end of Man::h and In 

the beglnn'ng of Apo!' at her fll'St VIsit it .. as conciudl.'d, from tho;> ",s,ble ('v,d .. """ of deld 
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'MLI_fish, w.l~r_marlJ, .nd SO\JO(ilngll, .nd from th~ v~rb;!1 he5limooyullh~ lnhabil"nb, 
lhal 1M \.and h.ad bftn raiKd about I':ight k>@I, Hm<,'I':"""', on "'!unung to C~, 
doubts ... ~ R$1d; and 10 WltlI': tht ..... lter beyond dlspuie, one 0( 1M OWMft ollhe 
tsl.and, Don S r.alm.J , Kromp.anwd us the $«Ond hnw An lnl~nl H.t~'ffUIn, 

.. 'how ocru""tion upon llus isbnd ... ·u solons. and who had li."I':d hom Y'"n I""""".nd 
~ ;bi ~ thoroughly, ... ·.s .150 p.u~nger In the Bea~ ' 

'When w~ IiInd~, the HallO\·l':n.In. "'hose nil.",.. w.s Anthony Vogelborg. .howftl mea 
.pot from whl(h hI': used furmcrly to gilth\"l' ~ChOTW~ , a large !.ind of mUIICI~, by d .... in~ for 
them " I low tid .... At de .. d low water, ~Iilnd;ng upon the bed ol Mchorol" , .nd hoIdmg hi. 
hand, up.oo..·e Ius M.ad, n. could not ... .iCh Iht' surlKt' of ttw water: h~ ~t it to. fNt 
On thatspol . .... her! 1 .... "heft. 1M ~c:h0r05~ ,,·erebAmyClO\t'ftd.ot high ipnns-tiM . 

Rodlng round tn. iIJ.ond .fterwuds, ..... th Don S.h·iIdor and Vogt'lbofg. llool ..... ny 
~ in ~ ... 'heft no ~((lU1d ~~, On IMp 5terp-~ roclJ. wIwo-f 
I'eftlCiIl 1I\I9!M11ft could ~ rorrectty talt'n. bed, of ckad m~ Wfi't' found 1m ft't"l 
.00..'(' tM rl'C'ent hiWl· ... 'ater 1Nrl<. A ft'w 1I1dwsonly .00..'1' .. hat ... ·.5 ~ tn. I pnng-bdl': 
hlKh-woiOlcr m.ltl,. .. ~ purnd 5MII-fish . nd SN ..... ~. which e-vIdI':ntly hid nOI bftn 
.... etted SInce the uphtilll,,1 of the "md. One foot Io .. ·~. than tM hl!':h..."t bed of musc:ln, a 
Itl ... limpct1\ and chiton~ wt'.e adhenng 10 the rock where Iht'y h .. d grown. Two feet lowe. 
,twon 1M Umt.' muilCk-s, chiton, and hmpet ...... ~.buod;ont. ' St'e N-... hror2: 413-14 
' Note .nd dlolgr .. m on ..... rgtn ' .,_ Antuco 15 In J,lme 1..11' the (lIl5I': 15 not wdt'.r' , (SH 
p, 3(1) 

6'" I crossed the Bay to Linguen to see the best coal·mine of Concepci6n: 
as all the rest which I have seen, it is rather Lignite than Coal & occurs 
in a very modern formation. - The mine is not worked, for the coal 
when placed in a heap has the Singular properly of spon ta neously 
igniting, it is certa in that severa l vessels have been set on fire.- I found 
Capt. Walford, a Shropshire man,ISS11 residing in a nicequiel valley. ­
wnguen is a short distance from Penco; the former port of Concepcion, 
which was destroyed by an Earthquake &: consequenl wave in the year 
1751 . - From what I could seeal the distance, the overthrow could not 
have been so complete as now al Talcuana. How strange it is with this 
exam ple before their eyes, people shou ld build houses & massive 
churches with bricks. -

I am much disappointed with the scenery of Concepcion; the outline 
of the land is very tame & no part of the Cordilleras or intermediate high 
mountaIns are in view: In the general aspect of the vegetation there is a 
greater similarity to Valparaiso than the damp forests of the South; yet 
here In the valleys there is plenty of wood.- I could see none of the 
Park-like scenery mentioned by Cap!. Basil Hall l on the road loConcep­
cion: it might perhaps wear that aspect to a person who had just 
returned from the stenle sands of Peru,-

In the course of the day I felt two smart Earthquakes & there was a 
third which I did not notice; the first was sufficient to make a heap of 
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tiles rattle.- Yet J believe this day has been freer from shocks than 
almost anyone since the great &: first Earthquake. They expect to feel 
small tremblings for some weeks to come.- These shocks render the 
searching for property amongst the ruins very dangerous; for there 
must always bea great probability of the shattered walls falling in .I5521 
'5ft II;aS4J Hill, U/rat:fS from. fl"'r...u _"'Tn on ,~ C'I.WS'5 of 0,,11, PrJ'".nd M,,· ... I('II (or lilt 
ym", 1810. 1821.1822 2\"OIs &hnburgh, 18U 

7'A After the last three active days we made sail for Valparaiso.- M' 
Stokes &: Usbomeare left on shore with tents to work at the Charts. It is 
a grea t convenience to many of the inhabitants our proceeding &: 
returning directly from Valparaiso. - there is a great derth of money, &: 
we shall be able to bring a supply. - The Captain took on board a Padre, 
whom we found houseless. - We had known him at Chiloe. - The 
wind being Northerly, we only reached the mouth of the harbor after it 
was dark; a heavy fog coming on &: being very near the land we 
dropped the anchor. Presently a large American Whaler appeared dose 
a long side of us: we heard the Yankee swearingat his men to keep quiet 
whilst he listened where the breakers were: The Captain hailed him in 
a loud dear voice to anchor where he then was. The poor man must 
have thought the voice came from the shore, such a Babel of cries at 
once issued from the ship; everyone hollowing ou t, "Let go the anchor, 
veer cable, shorten sail"; it was the most laughable thing I ever heard; if 
the ship had been full of Captains &: no men to work, there could not 
have been such an uproar of orders. We afterward found the Mate 
stuttered: I suppose all hands were assisting him in giving his orders.-

ll l1t After a succession of calms we reached Valparaiso in the evening. ­
On the next day I moved into Mr Corfields house in the Almendral. l553, 

J4 '~ Set out for St Jago in one of the covered gigs or Birloches which 
travel between the two places; sleeping at the Post house at the foot of 
the Rado, reached the ci ty early in the day. 

1 5'~ M' Caldcleugh most kind ly assisted me in making all the little 
prepara tions for crossing the Cord illeras & on the 18th started by the 
Portillo Pass fo r Mendoza . 

lS'· I took with me my former companion, Mariano Gonzales, &: an 
Arriero with ten mules & the Madrina . The Madrina is a mare with a 
little bell round her neck; she is a sort of step-mother to the whole 
troop.- It is quite curious to see how steadily the mules follow the 
sound of the Bell,-if four large troops are grazing together during the 
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night, the Muleteers in the morning have only to draw a little apart each 
Madrina & tinkle Ihe Bell, &; immediately the mules although 2-300 
together, will all go 10 their proper troop. - The affection of the mules 
for the Madrina sues an infinity of trouble; if one isdetalned for several 
hours &; then let loose, she Wlillike a dog track out the Troop or rather 
the Madrina, for w seems the duef attraction. - 5ix of the mules were 
for riding & four for Cargoes; each taking tum about.- We curied a 
gCMXt deal of fCMXt , in case of being snowed up, as the season was rather 
late for passing by the Portillo. - Leaving 5t Jago in the morning we 
rode over the great buml up plain tilt we arrived al the mouth of the 
valley of the Maypo. This is one of the prindpal rivers in Chili; thevalley 
is bounded by the high mountains of the first Cordilleras; it is not 
broard, but very fertile . The numerous cottages are surrounded with 
Grapes, Apples, Nectarines &15341' Peaches; the boughs of the latter 
were bending &: breaking with the weight of the beautiful ripe fruit . In 
the evening we passed the Custom house, where our boxes were 
examined . The frontier of Chili is ~lIer guarded by the Cordilleras than 
by so much sea; the mountains on each side of the few narrow valleys 
where there are Cuslom·houses, are far too steep &: high for any beast 
of burden 10 pass over.- The officers were very dvil, partly owing to 
my carrying a strong passport fro m the President of Chil i. But I must 
express my admiration of the politeness of every Chileno. In this 
instance the contrast is strong with the same class of officers in 
England . - I may mention an anecdote which at the time struck me; we 
met in Mendou a very little, fat , poor Negress, with SO enormous a 
goitre, that ones eyes almost involuntarily were fixed with surprise; but 
I noticed my two companions after looking for a short time took on their 
hats as an apology. Where would one of the lower dasses in Europe 
show such feeling politeness to a poor & miserable object of a degraded 
race?- We slept al a cottage; our manner of travelling is delightfully 
Independent; in the inhabited parts, we hire pasture for the animals, 
buy a little ArewCMXt, &: bivouac in the comer oC the field; carrying our 
cooking apparatus, we eal our supper under the cloudless sky &: know 
no troubles. -
1 TMrt i5;on ftTOI' In 1M PlsiMtion 01 the m.lnono:ript ;01 this point, since CD Iw writml 
534 instftd 01 5054 • • nd COOilnuft with 5J5on the MIlt PI'., to tN.t!hue arc two Rtlol 
pill" num~ 5J4-553. 

19'" We rode during this day to the last or highest house in the valley. ­
The number o£inhabitanl$ became .scanty, but wherevffwaterc:ould be 
brought on the land it was very fertile . The valley is very narrow &15J5I 
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consists of a plain of shingle, generally elevatt.>d some hundred fL"Ct 
at)(we the over. The Maypo IS rather a great mountain torrentlhan a 
river: the fall is very great, &. the waler the color of mud; the roar IS very 
like that of Sea, as II rushes amongst the great rounded fragments.­
Amidst the dm, the nOlsc of the stonl-'S rattlmg one over the other is 

most dishnctly audible. - The hills on each side are I suppose 3-5000 ft 
high; their faces are very steep &. bare. the color generally purple &. 
stratificatIOn of the rocks is .. ery stnking; but the forms are not wild.­
If the scenery IS not "'ery beaUllful, 1115 remarkable &. grand.- \Ve met 
during the day se .. 'eraitroops of Cattle which had been do\'en down 
from the higher valleys; this sign of the approachmg ..... inter hunit.>d our 
steps more than was con .. 'enlent for geology. Our sleeping place was 
about a league belo ........ here thl." Maypo divides mto R. del Valle del 
Yeso &: R. del Vole .. n; the valley leavmg here Its Southerly course enters 
moredlredly the mamCordlllerOlS. - The house also is al the fool of the 
mountain, in the top of whICh are Ihe mmesofs. Pedro de Nolasko: the 
ascent to which IS so splTltt.odly described by Capt. Head. - I We saw the 
mules creeping up the Z.igl.<lg track. - Even at thiS advanced season of 
the year, there were some small patches of Snow on the summit;- the 
height must at least be 10,000 ft. -Capt Head wonders how mines in 
such extraordinary Sllualionsare discovered. In the first place, metallic 
veins are here generally harder thanl536, the surrounding strata, hence 
during the gradual degradation of the hills, they projed above the 
surface of the ground. - Secondly almost every labourer, l'Specia lly in 
the Northern POlrtS ofChm, understilnds somethmg about the appear­
ances of ores. - In the great minlOg provinces of Coqulmbo &: Copiapo, 
firewood is very scarce &: men are employed in searching for it over 
every hill &. dale; by thiS means nearly all the richest nunes ha\'e been 
dISCOvered - Chanunollo. from wluch silver 10 the value of many 
hundred thousand pounds has been raised In the rourse of a few years, 
was thus discovered by a man ptcklOg up a stone to throw at his loaded 
donkey, which afterwards It strueJ.. him was very heavy, &: again 
picking It up, he found It was nearly pureSJ!",er. - The vem occurred at 
no great dislan«standlng up hkea .... edge of S,lver.- The miners also, 
on Sundays, tilking a crowbar often Sdlly oul on such dlSCO\'eries. - In 
the South part of Chili, the men who dnve cattle mto the Cordillera &: 
who hunt out every ravine where there is a little pasture, are the usual 
agents.-

'5ft Fnncis Bond Hc.td. RDtlSIl...".., /#l:t"durl"8 _ ",pili JIl'I"nty!I-r11l!6111t P"mP'l,.1III 
_glllt A""'" London. 1826 
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Z(j~ As we ascended the valley the vegetation became exceedingly 
scanty; there were however a few very pretty Alpine plants. - Scarcely 
a bird o r insect was to be scen. - The lofty mountains, their summits 
markt.'tI with a few patches of snow. stood weU separated one from the 
other; Thc valleys are filled up with an enonnous thickness of 
Alluvium . In the scenery of the Andes, the parts which strike me as 
contrasted With the few other mountain chains which I have seen. 
are;-thc flatness of the valleys, the narrow plain being composed of 
shmgle, through which the nvcrlS371 cuts a channel. Geological reasons 
induce me to believc that this gravel &:c was deposited by the ocean 
when it occupied these ravines, &: thilt the agency of the rivers is solely 
to remove such rubbish. If such be the case the elevation of the Andes, 
being posterior to most other mountains. accounts for these fringes' 
still remaining attached to the sidt!S of the valleys. Again, the bright 
colors. chiefly red &: purple, of the uttcrlybare &:steep hills;-the great 
&: conhnuous wall-like dykes;- the manifest strahficatic)fl, which 
where nearl)' vertical causes the wildest &: most picturesque groups of 
peaks, where little inclined we have massive unbroken mountains; 
these latter occu py the outskirts of the Cord illeras, as the others do the 
more central &: lofty parts. And lastly the vast piles of fine &: generally 
bright colored detritus. These dt.'Cline from the sides of the mountains 
tit a high angle into the bottom of the valley. These smooth &: unbroken 
conical piles must oft en have an elevation of 2000 ft. 

I have often noticed that where snow lies long on the ground, the 
stones seem very apt to crumble, and m the Cordilleras, Rsin never 
falls. Hence the quantity of degraded rock. _ l it ottassionally happens 
that in the Spring. a quantity of such rubbish falls over the drift snow at 
the base of the hills; &: so forms lor many )'earsa natural Ice-house: We 
rode over one of these: the eleva tion is far beneath the line of perpetual 
snow. - Ouring the day, in a very desert & exposed part of the valley, 
we p.1ssed the remains of some Indilln houses; I shall have occasion to 
mention this subject again.-

As the evening was drawing on, we reached thel5.381 Valle del Yeso. 
This is a very singular basin which must once have been a large lake. ­
The bamer is formed by what deserves the name of a mountain of 
Alluvium, on one side of which the river has cut a gorge. The plain is 
covered by some dry pasture, & we had the agreeable prospect of herds 
of cattle. The valleyiscalled Yesofrom a great bed, I should thmk nearly 
2000 ft thick. of white &: in many parts quite pure Gypsum . - We slept 
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wIth a party of men who were employed In loading mules wIth this 
substance & who had come up for the Cattle . -

NoI~ in rn.ugJn .... tu., 1""St'1' 
I NoI~LlIm.arg.n ~Sp'ld"'rg"" · 

21" We began our march early in the day; we followed the course of the 
nwr, which by this lime was small, till we arrived Oil the foot of the ridge 
which separates the walers whK'h now mto the Paafick & Atlantic 
Oceans. Untill now our road had been good & the ascent steady but 
very gradual; now commenced the st~p zigzag track. - The Cordil­
leras in Ihis pass ronSlsl of Iwo pnndp.ll ndges, each of whIch must be 
nbout 12000 ft high; the first caUed Puquenes forms the division of Ihe 
waters & hence of the Republics of Chili & Mendoza; 10 the East of thIS 
we meet an undulating track WIth a gentle faU & then the second hneof 
the rorhl.1o; through this, !lOme way 10 Ihe Soulh the inlermediate 
waters ha,'e a passage __ 

We began the tedious ascen t, & first expemmced some little dIfficulty 
m the respiration . The mules would halt every fifty yards & the n the 
poor willing a nimals wou ld after a few seconds of their own accord start 
agam. - The short breathing from the rarified air is called by the 
Chilenos, Puna . They have mostl5J9 ridiculous ideas respecting its 
nature; some say ~a llihe waters here have runa" others that "where 
there is snow there IS rulUl" & whIch nodoubt is true. - It is considered 
a sort of disease, & I was shown the crosses of several graves where 
people had dIed "PurlQdo" I cannot believe Ihis. without perhaps a 
person suffenng from orgamc d lscase of the Chest or Heart: or very 
likely anyone dying from whatever cause wou ld have unusual diffi­
culty m breathing_ The only scns.JIhon I e);perlenced was a shght 
hghtlWSs over the head & chest , a feeling which may be lnown by 
leaving a wann room &- Nnlllng violently on a frosty day. - There was 
a good deal o f fancy even in this, for upon fi ndmg fossil shells on the 
highest ridge, III my delight I entirely forgot the Puna . Certainly the 
labor of walUng is e);cessivc, & in breathing derp & difficult; & it is 
nearly incomprehensible to me how Humboldt (&- others subsequently) 
have reached 19000 ft No doubt a resIdence of some monlhs In QuIto, 
1IXOJ it high would prepare the constitution for such an e).ertion. Yel 
III rotesi, strangers, I am loId, suffer for about a year. -

When about halfway up, we mel a large party of seventy loaded 
mules & passengers; It was a pretty SIght to see the long Siring 
descending, & hear the wild (ties of the Muleteers; they looked 50 
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diminutive; no bushes, nothing but the bleak mountains with which to 
compare them.- Near the summit the wind, as is almost alwa),s the 
case, was violent & very cold; on each side of the ridge we had to pass 
over broard bands of Snow, which is perpetually there & now would 
soon be covered by a fresh layer.- I there first observed the substance 
described by the l5401 Arctic navigators as Red Snow. 1 Subsequently I 
found under the microscope it consists of groups of minute red balls, 
the diameter o f which is ~th of an inch, & having several envelopes.­
The snow was only tinged where crushed by the mules hoofs & where 
the thaw had been rapid.-

When we reached the crest & looked backwards, a glorious view was 
presented. The atmosphere so resplendently clear, the sky an intense 
blue, the profound valleys, the wild broken forms, the heaps of ruins 
piled up during the lapse of ages, the bright colored rocks, contrasted 
with the quiet mountains of Snow, together produced a scene I never 
could have imagined. Neither plant or bird, excepting a few condors 
wheeling around the higher pinnacles, distracted the attention from 
the inanimate mass.- I felt glad I was by myself, it was like watching a 
thunderstorm, or hearing in the full Orchestra a Chorus of the Mes· 
s\ah.2 

We descended into the intermediate district & took up our quarters 
for the n ight: the elevation cannot be much short of 10,000 ft, in 
consequence the vegetation is very scanty & there are no bushes; the 
roots of a certain plant which are thick, serve for bad fuel. - It was 
piercingly cold, & 1 having a headache wenl to bed. - Ouring the night 
the sky suddenly became clouded; I awakened the Amero to know if 
there was any danger, but he told me, without thunder & lightning 
there is no risk of a bad Snow storm. The peril is imminent, & Ihe 
difficulty of subsequent escape great, to a person caught in al541 1 heavy 
storm between the two Cordilleras. There is only one place of shelter, a 
cave, where M' Caldcleugh, who crossed on the very same day of the 
month, took refuge for some time. From this cause the Portillo pass in 
the Autumn is so much more dangerous than the other one, where 
there are Casuchas built.-

Under the diminished pressure, of course water boils at a lower 
temperature; in consequence of this the potatoes after boiling for some 
hours were as hard as ever; the pot was left on the fire all night, but yet 
the potatoes were not softened. I found out this, by overhearing in the 
morning my companions discussing the cause; they came to the simple 
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conclusion that "the cuf'St'd pot (which was a new one) did not choose 
10 boll potatoes".-
' in Down HouH Noteboo'. , 13. CD't obwr .... tionll 01'1 ,two ~ snow .I'" I'KOfdfod In 
lV"'Irt'doetIil He wl"Qte Rtd _ s..,n on both oIlhe hiW- ridges - .bove lim't 01 
Pf'rpetUAl6llOW - 1m • • p!lft'f I'.thft ~ In.n t~ theU"dwlmd~ 'p.lr1 - .IIj¥.IIm:1lile 
bib 01 brown dlft !IOtt~ O\'tI' IN)W- putty opt~1 df(..pt>On wm Ihl'OUgh lhe gklbule 
01 itt' ,~,~ oI,n &Izn. 10 about 1111 ul ind'I - Whm r icbd up'J'P'Nl' to dlWppHr 
Eum,ned ,n Irns,,,, (I1OUP" oIlO-«)bnleomlw.r wll ... Ihl'OUgh both Ims Ipptlr hle 
~ 01 amaU moIIu~ IfUINlIi - Crv.twd , . t.,n fingtl'S" pip", I\ooc.d by hoob 01 
mules .. whfl'to In.wN thoulht II dUit 0I1Ifftc .. 1'orpft. Although "'"'""btTlng M~ 
Colour whfl'to mules n.ve 1Y'Od. ~ullful row ",.,Ih *"'IIJl' IoIKt! 01 bnd red WITUIlir 
PlP" ' SHeD.,." r .... v¥S" p 213 Ue wnMel month w.lIrt'to Henslowl send wllh tlut 
Iet~ my Qbw.rv.alioN" I pw<'I' 01 "'P'" on which I tned todry _ .~. If lhe 
~ is new . .. you tlun"'1 wortn whiJor. ellher)'O'WW'lf "",mine them 01" tend Ihtm 10 
whorl.Irt' ha5 detcnbed the.~ from 1M North ... publISh I noI>Ct' on any 01 the 
ptnadlQb -' SHCCIr~ I,4J3 InJot.""'of~rp, ~. ltwlYd snow 
W .. !.Uft' idft'IlIf!ed "Irislng from the planl Proioc«tl't .. nwI .. 
l FoIlowed by I drifted I4!ntence 11ut orw vww .und. di"hrw;t In my memory from aU 

"""" 
22- After eating our potatoe-Iess breakfast. we travelled across the 

intermediate tract to the fool of the Portillo range. In the very middle of 
summercatlle are brought up here to graze. bUllh~ had now all been 
removed. even the greater number of the guanaco had d(.'Camped.they 
knowing well that if overtaken by a snow storm they would be caught 
in a trap. 
W~ had a fine view of a mass of Mount,lins called Tupungato. the 

whole clothed With unbrol..en snow; from one peak my Arriero said he 
had once seen smoke proceeding; I though t I could distinguish the fonn 
of a large crater. - In the 1NtP! Tupungato flourishes as a single 
mountain; thi! Chileno method of gIVing one name to a tract of 
mountainS is a fruitful source of error. - In thiS regJon of snow there 
was a blue patch; no doubt a glader_ - A phenomenon which is not 
thought to occur In these mountainS, - ,542 Again we had a heavy" 
long climb smular to that up the Puquenes range. On each hand were 
boldconkal hills of red Granite, We had to pass over shll broader pieces 
of perpetual snow; this by the action of the thaw had assumed the fonn 
of numberl~ pinnacles. which as they were dose together &: high 
rendered It difficult for the Cargo Mules to pass. (Not~ In tnJJrgrn: Mem. 
Icebergs Arctic Regions.) A frozen horse was exposed. sticking to one 
of these points as to a pedestal. with its hind legs straight up in the air; 
the animal must have fallen into a hole head downmost &- thus ha"e 
dled . - When nearly on the ridge we were enveloped In a cloud which 
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was continually falling in the shape of minute frozen spicul~. This was 
very unfortunate as it continued the whole day & quite intercepted the 
view. This pass of the Andes takes the name of the Portillo from a 
nalTow deft in the crest of this range, through which the rood passes. ­
From this point on a dear day the great plains are to be seen.-

We descended to the fi rst vegetation, & found good quarters under 
the shelter of some large fragments of rock. - We have found some 
passengers, who made anxious enquiries abou t the state of the 
Roads. - Shortly after it was dark, the clouds suddenly deared away; 
the effect was quite magical, the great mountains, bright with the 
full-moon, lK.'Cmed impendmg over us from all sides,-as if we had 
been at the bottom of some deep crevice. - I saw the same striking 
effect one moming very early.- Now that the douds were d ispersed it 
froze severely: bu t as there was no wind we were very comfortable. The 
increased brilliancyl5431 of the moon & stars at this elevation is very 
striking & is dearly owing to the great transparency of the Air. - All 
travellers have remarked on the difficulty of jodging of heights & 
distances in mountainous districts & generally attribute it to the want of 
objects of comparison.- It appears to me that it is full as much owing 
to the extreme transpa rency, confounding d iffe rent distances; & p<,rtly 
likewise to the novel degree of f'ltigue from a li ttle exertion opposing 
habit to thl' evidence of the senses. I am sure this transparency gives a 
p«'uliar aSpeclto the landscape; to a certain extent all the objects are 
brought in one plane as in a drawing. The cause of this state of the 
atmosphere is, I presume, owing to the equal dryness. The skin & some 
of the flesh of the Carcases of dead animals are preserved-articles of 
food, such as b read & sugar, become very ha rd-woodwork sh rinks, as 
I found with my Geological hammer. All of which shows the extreme 
dryness. Anot her curious effect is the faci lity with which Electricity is 
excited. My flannel waistcoat appeared in the dark when rubbed as if 
washed with Phosphorus-every hair on a dogs back. crackled, the 
sheets & leather gear of the saddle in handling all sent out sparks.-

2Jod The descent is much shorter & therefore steeper than that on the 
other side. -that is, the Cordilleras rise more abruptly from the plains 
Ihan from the Alpine country of Chili. AI some depth beneath our feet 
there was extended a level & brilliantly white sea of douds which shut 
out from our view the equally level Pampas. We soon entered the band 
of cloudsl544 &did not again emerge from them . At oneoclock finding 
pasture & bushes for 6rewood at a spot called Los Arenales, we stopped 
there fo r the night . This is nearly the uppennost limit of bushl'S. I 
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should apprehend the elevation 10 be ahout 7000 ft. _I I was su rprised 
al the general difference of the vegetation in the valleys on this side & 
those of the other; & s till more so with the dose identity in the greater 
part of aU the living p roductions with Patagonia. I recognised here 
many of the thorny bushes &: plants which are common on those sterile 
plains, &: with them we have the same birds &: peculiar insects. It has 
always been a subject of regret to me that we were unavoidably 
compelled to give up the ascent of the S. Cruz river before reach ing the 
mountains. I always had a latent hope of meeting with some great 
changein the features of the coun try; I now feel Sllreit would only have 
been pursuing the plains of Patagonia up an ascent.~ 

'The text for 23 Mnl:h in T<!urnaJ of Resmrc/ws pp. 399-400 follows the DiQry closely up to 
this point, but CD then inserts a significant comment on the question of geographic~l 
distrib\ltion of spKies that has been a recurrent theme in his notebooks. Ill' wnteS:'J was 
very much struck with the marked differen~ betwl'i!n th", vegetation of these eastern 
valley& and that of the opposite ~ide: yet the dtmate. as well as the kind of soil. is nearly 
identical. and the difference of longitude very trifling. The same remark holds good ,,~th 
the qoadrupeds, and in a lesserdegrec with Ih" birds and insects . We must c~ccptc~'lUln 
speCIes which habltuaJly or occasionaJly frequent cl,,\"all'd mountains; and in the CoIS!.' of 
the bIrds. certain kmds. which have a range as far r.outh as Ihe SlraitofMagellan. This fact 
is in p<'rfect accordance with the geological history of the Andes; lor these mountains 
ha"e e~isted as a great barrier, since a pcriod SO remote that the whole races of animals 
must subsequently han' J't'rished from the facc of the earth. Therefore. unless we 
suppose the same species to have been created in two dllferent countries. we oughl not 
to expecl any closer similarity betw~n the organic beings on opposIte sides of the Andes, 
than on shores separated by a broad strait of th", sea. In both cases we must leave out of 
the question thos-e kinds which tu.ve been able to cross the harrier, whether of salt water 
or solid rock. 
Footllol!: ThtS is merely an iIIuslTation of the admirable laws first laId down by Mr LyeU of 
the geographical distribution of animals as influenced by geologiColI chang,'S. The whol~ 
reasoning, of course, is founded on the assumption 01 the immut ... bility of species. 
Otherwise Ihe change. might be considered as superinduced by diffe .... nt circumstanu:s 
in the two regions during a length of time: 

'A gredt number of the pl:tnts ~nd ... nim.ls we .... absolutely the same, ()f mo~t closely 
allied with those 01 Patagonia. We here havc the agouti, bizcacha, three species 01 
armadillo, the ostrich, certain kindso! partridges, and other birds, noneofwhkhareever 
secn in Chile. but are the characteristic animals of th ... d"sert plainsolPatagonla. We hOI'·" 
likewise many of Ihe sam ... (to the eres of a person who is nol a bol ... nisl) thorny stunted 
bushes. Withered grass, and dwarf plants. Even the black slowly-crawling beetles are 
dos-ely similar ~and some. I belie,·e. on rigorous examtnatton. absolutely idenhcal. 11 had 
always been a subject of regret to me. that we were unavoidably compelled togwe up the 
ascent of the St Cruz River before reaching the mountams. I always had a latent hope of 
meellng WIth some great changein the features 01 the country; bull now 1l't.'1 sure, that it 
would only have bc(,n following the plains of Patagonia up an ascent.' 

The interpolated passage 'founded on the assumption of the immutability of spcoes' 
was written after CD h.1d already opened his firsl notebook On the Transmutation of 
Species in July 1837. but hltle hin t of his imJ't'nding change 01 vicw is given to the readn 
even in the lSoiS edition of the lourn~1 of Resmrchts 
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24'" Early in the morning climbed up one side of the vaHey: &: hold a most 
extenS1ve view of the Pampas. This was a spectacle to which I h.ad 
always looked forward to with interest, but I was dISappointed; 11 was 
no ways superior 10 that from crest of the SielTa Ventana. - Allhe first 
glance there was a strong resemblance to the ocean; bu t to the North 
many 1rregularities were distinguishable. The rivers were the most 
striking part of the scene, thl'Se facing the rising sun glittered like silver 
threads till last in the immense distance. - We descended unlll reach­
ing a hovel, where an O{fKer 545 &: three soldiers were posted to 
examme passports. One of these men WolS a thorough bred Pampas 
Indi.an . - He was kept much for the same purpose asa blood-hound, 10 
track oul any person who might pass by secretly either on fool or 
horseback . Some years ago, a passenger had endeavoured to escape 
detection by making a long circuit over a neighbouring mountain; the 
Indian happening to cross his track followed it for the whole day o,'er 
dry &: very stony parts, till at last he discovered his prey hidden In a 
gully. - We heard that the Silvery clouds which we had admired from 
the bright region above had poured down torren ts of rain. - The ,-alley 
from this point gradua lly opened, &: the hills Ix>camc mere wa ter-worn 
hlllocks as compared 10 the giants behind; it soon expanded into a 
gently sloping plain of Shingle, covered with low trees and bushes. ­
This talus, although it looks of no breadth, must lx> nearly ten miles 
wide lx>fore it blends into the apparently dead level Pampas. - We had 
already passed the only house in this neighbourhead, the Estancia of 
Chaquaio, &: at sunset we pulled up in the first snug corner &: there 
bivouacked . 

25" I was reminded of the Pampas of Buenos Ayres by seeing the diSC of 
the rising sun intersecled by an horizon level as that of the ocean.­
Ouring the night a heolvydew had fallen , a thing wedid not experience 
within the Cordilleras. The road proceeded for some distance due EaSI 
across it low swamp, then meeting with thedry plain It turned up North 
to Mendoza. - The distance is two very long days' journey. Our firsl 
day was called fourteen leagues to Estacado, &: §t'(Ond seventeen to 
Lu).an, neM Mendoza. The whole is a level, sterile plain, with only l546 
two or three houses:-we sca rcely me t a single person . - The sun was 
exceedingly powerful &: the ride devoid of all inten.>st. There is very 
htlle water in this Traversia; in the whole of Ihe se-rond day there was 
omy one little pooI .- The small streams which flow from the moun­
tains are dried up, or rather absorbed before Ihl'Y reach thIS dIStance, 
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although we generally were only from !().-15 miles from the first 
range. - The ground is in many parts encruswd by a So1line e(Oores­
cenCt'!, hence wc see the same salt-loving plants which arc so common 
near H. Blanca . A$ I have already remarked respecting the Eastern 
valleys. there is in this Traversia also a great resemblance to the plains 
of Patagonia . - There is one character of landscape from the Sts of 
Magellan to some distance North ofB. Blanca; it would appear that this 
kind of country extends in a sweeping line to about S. LUlsde la Punta, 
&: that to the East of this is the basin of the damp &: green planu of B. 
Ayres. The dry &: sterile Traversia of Mendoza &: Patagoma is a 
formation of pebbles, worn smooth &: deposited by a former sea; whilst 
the Cienegas, or plains of grass. is a deposItion of fine mud from a 
former a!Stuary of the P\ata, which was then bounded by a coast the line 
of which is pointed out by the two sorts of country. The Zoology of 
these plains is also similar to those near the Atlantic; we have here the 
Ostrich, Guanaco, Agouti or Hare, Bizcatcha, same Foxes, Lions, the 
four species of Armadillo; the same sorts of Partridges, Carrion hawks, 
Butcher-birds hc hc.-

26111 After our tedious days ride, it was refreshing tol5471 St!C in the 
d istance the rows of Poplars & willow trees &: green gardens around the 
villAge of LUXAn. - Shortly before arriving at this place, we saw to the 
South a large ragged cloud of a dark reddish brown color. - For some 
time we were convinced that it was heavy smoke from a large fire in the 
Pampas; it afterward turned out to be a Pest of Locusts. They were 
travelling due North with a light breeze &: overtook us, I should think, 
at the rate of 10-15 miles an hour.- The main body reached from 2010 
perhaps 2(XX) toJOOO ft above the ground. The noise of their approach 
was that of a strong breeze passing through the rigging of a Ship. The 
sky seen through the advanced guard appeared like a Mezzohnto 
engraving. but the main body was impervious to sight; they were not 

however so Ihick bul what they could escape from the waving back­
wards & forwards of a stick.- When they alighted they were more 
numerous than the leaves in a field and changed the green into a 
reddish rolour.-the swarm having once alighted the individuals flew 
from side to side lnany direction. This is not an uncommon pest in this 
country; already during the season several smaller swarms had rome 
up from the sterile plains of the South &: many trees had been entirely 
stripped of their leaves.- Of course this swarm cannot even be 
compa red Ito] those of the Eastern world, yet it was sufficie nt to make 
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the well known descriptions of their ravages more intelligible. I have 
omitted perhilps the most striking part of Ithel scene, namely the vain 
attempts of the poor cottagers to tum the stream aside; many lighted 
fires, &: with the smoke, shouts, &: waving 5481 of branches, 
endeavoured to avert the attack. 

We crossed the rivl'r of Luxan; this is a considerable body of water, its 
course howe\'er loward the sea coasts is but very imperfectly known: 
They either arc dried up in the plains or form the R. Sauce &: R. 
Colorado. - We slept in the vi11age, it is a smal1 place, 5 leagues South 
of Mendoza, &: is the S. limit of the fertile territory of that Province. At 
night I experieno ... d an attack, &: it deserves no less a name, of the 
Benchuca, the grea t black bug of the Pampas. I It is most disgusting to 
feel soft wingless inSt.>cts, about an inch long, cawling over ones body; 
before sucking they are qui te thin, bu t afterwards round & blooted with 
blood, &: in this state they arc easily squashed. They arc also found in 
the Northern part of Chili &: in Peru: one which I aught at Jquiqui2 was 
very empty; b.!ing placed on the table &: though surrounded by people, 
if a finger was presented, its sucker was withdrawn, &: the bold insect 
began to draw blood. It was curious to watch the cha nge in the size of 
the insects body in less Ihan ten minutes. Thcre was no pain felt.- This 
one meal keptlhe insect fat fo r fou r months; In a fortnight, however, it 
was ready, if allowed, to suck more blood. 

'Ttwl'I1try In Oo ... n Ilou!iol! NOffboolr:: 1 I)""nsils folI0"'5: 'AI nighl, good to expl'ne~ 
n'erythmg UI"In'.- Ouoclws, the IP"nt bup 01 the- Pilmp"'S; horribly dlsguShng. 10 f",1 
nu~ CTI'')lu"" ONrly An inch IonS " bIiock " soft ern"hng In all p"'ns 01 your 
prrson-gorgro ""th you, bIood.-' In CD."" IIr V,¥8" p. 236, the word 'OUnche5', 
... hlCh ;s the Spanish term In ~ u~ for bro bugs. hAS b!tn inoom:'dly tr;ans<:nbed AS 
'Chlndass'. CO ""AS shshtly In .. rror when he wrote '6ench u(".1' he~, for tho> Insect 

TrilflOmll "'~laIlS is kIlo"'n tod..>y as Ihe 'VinchlKlO' bug. 11 is lho! lector for Tryp"1WWmO 
(nj~i, tt... causat""t IOSenl of Cha~as' s d''M'a5e. I<,'hich tt...n AS now w~s endemoe in th,s lind 
ncishbourin~ p"'nsnfSouth AmericA.llol<,'leVer, if . compontnlolilwo illn"" from wtuch 
COsuffert'd from l8.)9onwJ,ds"'lIs'nd~ trypanosomiil sis, itSf't'msunlokcly t .... ti! WA5 

on trusOCCJsion thAt he picktd ,( up. 5'0«' Ihli'll"s nomentlOll in the fotlowingd.l~oflhe 
period 01 fever thai d'llOlCt .. risticaUy .xromp"'nie tilt ,nlll.1l inf~,on It remall\5 
possoble. n",· .. rtheless, tNt he ""d illll'adyb!tn infl!(li'd six monthlurlitr, .sd.so;u»ed 
under footnote I for 27 xplembe, 18)01 (p. 263). 
lSo~ the 8ttr~/td,d nOi rnch Iquique untd 121uly 1835, thIS poi<SOlge must actuaUy ha'"e 
toten wnti<-n ,)bout thrtt and a ""If months Afler the n·entsdescri~. 

27'~ We rode on to Mendoza; the country was beautifully cultivated &: 
resembled Chili, - From the number of houses it was almost one 
straggling village; the whole is celebrated for its fruit , &: certainly 
nothing could appear more flourishing than the orchards of Figs, 
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peaches, vines & olives. We bought water melons nearly twice as large 
as a mans head, most deliciously cool & well flavoured for a halfpenny 
a piece; & for a Medio (Y), half a wheel-harrow full of Peaches.- 15491 

The cultivated & endosed part of the province of Mendoza is very 
small: being chiefly what lies between Luxan & the colpil.11. Beyond this 
we have a plain such as we have seen more or less sterile; where there 
is Water there is pasture for cattle. - The cultivaled land, as in Chili, 
owes its ferti lity to artificial irrigation; & il really is wonderful, when one 
reflects how abundantly productive .1n utterly barren Traversia can be 
made by this simple process. - The inhabitants have the reckless 
lounging manners of the Pampas, as also the same dress, riding-gear 
&c &c. They appea r however a dirty drunken race, of mixed Indian & 
Negro blood.-

28'" We reached Mendoz,l early & staid the ensuing day there. The 
prosperity of Mendoza has much declined of late years; the inhabitants 
say "it is a good place to live in, but a poor one to grow rich in". To me 
it had a forlorn & stupid air; to those however coming from B. Ayres, 
after h'lVing crossed the monotomous Savannahs of grass, the gardens 
& Orcha rds around the town arc very pleasing. - Capt. Head talking 
about the inhabitants, says, "They eat their dinner, & it is so very hot 
they go to sleep-& what could they do belter?" I quite agree with Capt 
Head, the happy doom of the Mendozinos is to eat, sleep & be idle. 
Neither the bo..lsted Alameda or the scenery is ilt illl comp.uable with 
thatofStJago.-

2~h We had to cross this day a long & most sterile Traversia of 15 
leagues. - There is no water, & of course beyond the outskirts of 
Mendoza, not a single house.15501 On this plain although elevated from 
2 to 3000 ft abo\·e the sea, the sun is excessively powerful; this together 
wi th the douds of fine dust renders the travelling very irksome. - We 
continued riding illl day nearly parallel to, or rather gradually approach­
ing to the chain of moulltains; at last we entered onc oflhe wide valleys 
or bays which open on thc plains; this soon narrowed into a ravine, a 
little way up which is the house of Villa Vicencio. - As we had ridden 
all day without any water, we wcrevery tilirsty, & looked out anxiously 
fur the stream which flows down the v.1lley. - It was curious how 
gradually the wdter made its appearance; on the edge of the grand plain 
of shingle the course was quite dry, by degrees it became damper, till 
there were puddles of WOller; these soon were connected, & at Villa 
Vicencio there was a small running brook.-
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JfJ" The solitary hovel which bears the imposing name of Villa Vicencio 
has been mentioned by every traveller. I staid half a day to examine the 
geology. In the evening rode a few leagues on to Hornillos, where I 
stopped the ensuing day. 

April 1"131"1 There are here a few miserable houses &: there is a 
Tracpiche for Gold orcs.' 
' For the neJet few Wo)'1, IS noted by CD em 5 April, h,s dates are ",rong by on" day. lhe 
corrt(t dates are sho",n ,n 5quare brOlClets. 

2- (1"'} On the 2"" we crossed the Uspallata range of mountains; these 
correspond in their position &: probably in their age to the Portillo 
range, but are of very inferior height. they are sepa rated from the main 
range by a level plain of the same appearance &: nature as those basins 
described in Chili . On this barren plain which has an altitude of nearly 
6000 ft 15511arc the houses of the Estancia ofUspallata . We slept here at 
night; it is the custom house &: the last inhabited place on this side of the 
Cordillereas. The Uspall.ata mountains are deficient in water &: quite 
barren; on the road shortly before reaChing the plain there is a very 
extraordinary view; there are quite while, red, purple &: green sedimen­
tary rocks &: black Lavas; these strata are broken up by hills of Porphyry 
of every shade of Brown &: bright Lilacs. All together they were the first 
mountains which I had seen which literally resembled a coloured 
Geological section.-' 
' In the courw of his ride hom Homitlos ~~ the Usp;all.1l1<1 r.nse, CD made.n imponant 
geological di"""ftY The long entry in Oo",n Houw Nottbool I \J ronl<lins the 
following p;oss.se· 'Looking for Silicified wood found in broUn I'KoIrpement of green 
IMIdstone (58) [th" figure refers ro • specimen now in the Sedgwd MU!ll'Um in 
Cambnc:lgeJII s.bafN:d II,," &..50 0.60 ro!umn., (Lots WIfe) ofSulph. of s.ryle; drusy 
avilies; form completely kept I'Ithi'r entire 51Iv:: or B.aryle.: nearly IU .... me d~meter, httle 
mo", or less 181nmes: in sihcified cent", of tree evident &. all the rin8': impt"l'$Slon of bork 
in $.indslon#: In Barytes only lnalogy m.o.kes me know ",hat they.",. the II I'" within 60 
yants of ellCh OIhoeT; &. the mo5llYT1lote not above 120. No wlttrttllt did 1_ a trl1ce: The 
,h";ot.l incline 2I1'....3J1' WSW: All the 'ren incline about 7('/' to ENE- I e ..... -qn 2 .ilicifled pieces 
a, thick as my arm &. slIlOIMh, ",hich .'" embedded: horizonla\; _ trtt5 only. yard 
lpart, many two or Ihl"\'C' appear "emul: &ry'es one tl"l1Ced _n feet .lIicified 41 II. 
Slndstone consIsts of many lIyers in colour'" Il!l<iure which emb.~ tl"t'eS:' 

This finding of the g:nn'e of fOSSIlized trftS WI5 also described in similar Iern\$ II> CD's 
letter to Henslowof 18 Apri l 1835 (_CorrNpcmd('1tff 1: 44O-5) . lnJo~r/IQl of Rnnrrc1w-5 pp. 
405-7. CD concluded; '[I required lillie geologiGJ.l practice to Inlerpret the marvellous 
story, which this scene .t once unfolded; lhough [ confess I Will ilt first SO much 
utorushed Ih.l t I could 5arffiy belie"e the pl.1inest evide~ 01 it. I .... w lhe l pot where a 
dusler of fine _ had o~ ",aved their branche$ on ttw ~ 01 ttw .... tLlntk, when 
iNt ocean (00'" driYfll bKk rotlrrules) appmiched the IMseollhe .... ndes. l .. w that they 
had sprung from • voIanic k)11 which Iud bte-n railed .bov# the ~-eI 01 the.n, and t ..... t 
this dry 10.00, "11h ltl upnght trft5, had .wbsequently ~ let down to the depths of ltv 
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ocun. There it W;lS CO'o·ered by wchmenlilry rNttcr, and trus"g.&In by enonnous Strc,lIn5 
of subm;anne I ..... - om- such mus alone IU<1IJUI\g the tlUckM$.s 01 .. thous.and fHt; <1nd 
thrH deluges 01 melted slone and <1qU«IUS d~115 had I1ftn fn'e timft spre .. d out 
.ltI;'rNW!ly. The ocun wtuch rece'1\'t'd such ~ must 1\I,'e been drq>, but .. gaan tIw 
!lUbterranean faKa exerted lhell power, . nd I now bcltcld the bed 01 tl\ll sea forming a 
dum of mount.1,," Ir'IOn' lhan Sor>'l'n IhouSolnd fret in lIItitudl' .' Yet lhe f1'1 of plall' 
lectonlCS \<o' I S 51ill U\ lhe chsWll future' 

The 51tl' of the gto"e beside the 1T\111I\ road from Mendoza to Silnhago IS now lMn.ed by 
.. IT\,ubll' pLMjue en.'Ctoo in 1959. The s,hClfled trumof the trees hoI,·1' been relT1O\'ed by 
!.Iter " 'S,lon. but somt' of II\('CI"I;es 1I\ lhe s.andstOJl(> DI'(' shllio bot _no 

April J '" [2 .... J We left the houses at noon & CTOs~ th~ plain, which isS(} 
extensive that to the North nothing can be seen over its level horizon.­
Our rood lay along the side of the mountain to rrent which we had 
crossed by the village of Luxan, it was here a furious & quite impassable 
stream, & similarly to the caseof V. Vicencio appeared larger than in the 
plain. - We followed Ihe valley which trends very Southerly, & sleptat 
a place called the Pulvadera.-

41~ (J'dl In the moming when we arose, we had much difficul ty in 
s..lddling the mules owing to a gale of wind, this brought such clouds of 
dust thai we soon were convinced the name was properly applied . - In 
thc evcning we reached the R, de las Vacas, which is about the worst 
stream in thc Cordilleras; it was deemed prudent to take up our nights 
lodging on the side. As all the water in the rivers proceeds fro m the 
melted snow, & the course being short & rapid , the hour of day makes 
a1552\ considerable d iffe rence in the difficulty of crossing, in the even­
ing the stream is muddy & full, about an hou r after day-break it is both 
both clearer & much less impetuous. And this we found to be the case 
on the ensuing moming.- The scenery during the whole of the ascent 
is very uninteresting as compared to the pass of the Portillo, little ca n be 
seen beyond the grand valley with its broard base which thc road 
follows up to the very crest of the chain . - It is moreover very sterile; 
during this & the previous night Ihe poor mules had eaten nothing. 
Besides a few low resinous bushes, there are very few plants. During 
Ihe last d ay we have crossed some of the worsl passes in the Cordilleras. 
I have been quite surprised at Ihe degree of exaggeration concerning 
the danger & difficulty. These are not only Travellers tates, for J was told 
in Chili that if I attempted to pass on foot my head would tum giddy, 
Ihat there was no room to dismount &c &c. Now I did nol see a place 
which I would not walk backwards over & get off on either side of my 
mule. One of the bad passes, called Las Animas (the Souls), I had 
crossed, & did not find oul till a day afterwards that it was one of Ihe 
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awful dangers. - No doubt in very many places if the Mule should fall 
you would be hurled down an enormous precipice; in II like mannerifa 
SaIlor falls from iIIIloft , it IS probable he wiU break rus neck; (&: by the 
latter way many more 1R proportion have losl their lives). - I daresay in 
the: Spnng hnw, the Laderas or roads wtuch each year are formed anew 
across the ,553, plies of fallen detritus. are much worse; bul from what I 
ha\'e seen I believe the real danger is nothing. &: the iIIIppilrenl very lIltle. 
With Cargo mules the case is rather different, the loads project so far 
beyond Ihe anunals sides thai they OC'CilSSionally run against another 
mule or overhangmg pomt, &: losing their balance are losl. - With 
respect to the nvers, J can well believe the difficulty amounts to every 
degK't! 1111 It 15 unpossible to cross them. In the Autumn. at this season. 
there is no trouble. but in the summer they must be very bad IcanqUite 
unagme what Capt Head describes, the different expression of count~ 
nance of these who Iwn.or ~ssed &: those who (II? pasSlOg these tom;onts. 
I never heard of any man bemgdrowned, but of plenty of Cargo mules. 
The Amero tells you to show your mule the best Ime &: then illlllow her 
to take her own manner in crossing. The Cargo mule tal<.l'fa bad line &: 
then with its great load 151051.-

s"' (4!~1 From Ihe Rio de las Vacas to the Puen te del Inc". half a d"ys 
Journey; here was a lillIe pastu re for the mu les; &: some Interesting 
8"oology for me. so we bivouaced fo r the night. When onc hears of a 
Natural bridge. one pictures to oneself some deep &: narrow ravine 
across which a bold mass of roc::k has fallen. or a great archway 
~eavaled . Instead of all this the Incas bridge is a miserable ob}t!d . The 
bottom of the valley is nearly even &: composed of a mass of Alluvium; 
on one side are several hot mineral springs, &: these have dep05lted 
(Wer the pebbles :554 a considerable thickness 0( hard stratified Tufa; 
The nver runrung 10 a narrow channel. scooped out an archway 
beneath the hard Tufa; soil & stones falling down from the opposite side 
allast met the over hanging part &: fonned the bridge. The oblique (0) 
junction of the stratified (A) roc::k &: a confused mass is very di5tinct &: 
this latter is different from the general character of the plain (8), -This 
Inca's bndge i5lruly a Sight not worth seeing. -

, ___ "-= c-,. » _ ~ __ .-
.. .. - -. ,II!. A ...... ~ . ~: ... , .~ '. ~ '.,. \ .. ~ 
, '" __ '.,: • ....; "\ Co ,:. :: 
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Near to this place are some ruins of Indian buildings; they consist 
now merely of the vestiges of walls; I saw such in several other stations; 
the most perfect were the Ruinas del Tambillos. - I The rooms were 
small &c square &c many huddled together in diShnct groups; some of lhe 
doorways yet stood, these were formed of a cross slab of stone &c very 
low, not more than J ft high. - The whole were capable of contammg. 
good many people. Tradition sal's they were the halting places for the 
Incas when they crossed Ihe Cordilleras, &: these Monarchs would 
probably travel with a large Retinue. The situation of Tambillos IS 
utterly desert &: that of the Puente only a shade better. Traces of Indian 
bUIldings are common all over the Cordilleras; those mentioned in the 
Portillo pass probably were nOI only used as lodging houses in the 
passage; because if so, there would have been others, &: the situation IS 
by no means central.- Yet the Valley is now quite useless &: destitute 
of ' ·egetalion. - Ln the ravine of JaJuel near Aconcagua I frequently 
heard of numerous remains situated at a great elevation. &: of course 
both cold &: sterile;-there is no pass in that part . - l555j I at this tllne 
imagined these might have been places of refuge on the first arrival of 
the Spaniards. Subsequently what I have seen has led me almost to 
suspcctlhere has been a change of Climate in these L.1titudes. J In very 
many places, indeed in all ihe ravines, in the Cordilleras of Coplapo 
remains of Indian houses are found; in these they find bits of woollen 
articles, instruments of precious metals, Indian corn, &: I had in my 
possession the head of an arrow made of Agale, of precisely the same 
figure as those in T. del Fuego. - II is the opinion of the people of Ihe 
country Ihat the Indians resided in these houses; Now I am assured by 
men who have passed their lives in travelling the Andes, that Ihese 
nllns are found al the greatest elevahons. almost on the limit of 
perpelual snow, in places where there are no passes, where the ground 
produces nothing, &: what is more extraordinary where there is no 
water. In the uDespoblado" (ininhablled) valley nearCopiap6at a spot 
called Punta Corda, I saw the remains of seven or eight square little 
rooms; they were of a similar form with those at the Tambill05 but 
chiefly bUilt of mud tnStead of stone, &. which mud the people of the 
country cannot mutate in hardness: there was no water nearer thin lor 
four leagues &: this only in smaU quanllty &c bad. - The valley is utterly 
desert. - These houses are placed in the most conspicuous spot in a 
broad nat valley &c in a defenceless position; they could not therefore 
have been places of refuge. - Even with the advantagel5561 of beasts of 
burden, a mine cou ld only be worked here at great expense; yet former 

p , rwin nli 



1835 APRIL MENDOZA -ST lA CO 321 

Indians chose it out as a place of residence. A person who has never 
seen such countries will not readily understand how entirely unfit they 
are for human habitations. If however a few showers were 10 fall 
annually. in the place of one in several years. so as to make a small rill 
of water, by irrigation such spots would be highly fertile.- All these 
facts strongly incline me to suspect that some change fo r the worse has 
taken place si nce the period when the ruins were inhabited. - (Note in 
margin: The Indians in the Quebrada of (i/legibEel had built an extensive 
Azequi or Conduit with the hDrd mud .) 

I have certain proof that the S. part of continent of S. America has 
been elevated from 4 to 500 feet within the epoch of the existence of 
such shells as are now found on the coasts. It may possibly have been 
much more on the sea-coast & probably more in the Cordilleras. If the 
Andes were lowered till they formed (perhaps 3-4000 ft) a mere 
peninsula with outlying Islands, would not the climate probably be 
more like that of the S. Sea Islands, than its present parched nature­
At a remote Geological ~ra, I can show that this grand chain consisted 
of Volcanic Islands. covered with luxuriant forests, some of the trees 
one of which. 15 fee t in circumference. I have seen silicified & imbedded 
in marine stra ta. - If the mountains rose slowly. the cha nge of climate 
would also deteriorate slowly; I know of no reason for denying that a 
large part of this may have taken place sinceS. America was peopled.­
We need not be surprisedl5571 at the remains of stone & hardened mud 
walls lasting for so many ages as I imagine; it will be well to caU to mind 
how many centuries the Druidical mounds have withstood even the 
climate of England. - I may also remark that the above conjecture 
explains the present elevation of the ruins; I am aware that the Peruvian 
Indians chose stations so lofty that a stranger isaffected with Puna. but 
I am assured there are "muchissimas" houses where during the whole 
long winter snow lies. Surely no people would found a village under 
such circumstances.- When at LimaJ I was converSing with a civil 
engineer. M' Gill, about the number of Indian ruins & quantity of 
ground thrown outof cultivation in that province. & he told me that the 
conjecture about a change of climate had sometimes crossed his mind; 
but generally he thought that the present sterility where there was 
formerly cultivation was chieOy owing to neglect or subterranean 
movements injuring the Conduits or subterranean passages, which the 
Indians had formed on so wonderful a scale to bring water for the 
purposes of irrigation. - As an illustration he told me one very curious 
fact. that lTavelling from Casma to Huaraz he found a plain covered 
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with ruins &-c &-c &- now qUIte bare; near to It was the dry course of a 
considerable nyer; In its bed there were pebbles &: sand, &: in one spot 
sohd rock to the depth of 8 feet &: about 40 yards wKie had been cut 
through. (Netr m nlQrgm ~ The fall In perpendicular ft . about 40-50.) 
From ils appearance he could not tell that the nver had not followed 
thls j558 line within a few years; but upon following lip the course fora 
short distance. 10 his astonishment he afterwards found It gomgdown 
hili; that is the bed of the river was arched. thl' could, of course, only 
happen after some subterranean movement which would throw the 
water back on Itself untlll some new laleral line of drainage was 
opened .· The inhabited plain from that year would necessarily be 
dCS('rted -
' T"hr huge ami nllfiI by lhe- in(.JI, ru(Nod ,It IIOUlhrrn Iumlal Tlmbllk», !"IN" which 
~"" of 1M p-.. td W .. poIlft no" $till be Iftn . .. "J ... 1Mft It. buUdmgs of !tuft 11'0 
~ poNS N\~ I"Kffitly bnn POoultd 
leo ..... pmbIbly "T0n8 in ~ WI Uw d,nwle hold ~ 10 """ .J'Fft'CWbIor 
pltnl ~ 1M tunor oI l1w W.u Tlwtr J"O!'" _ .. 1 .... )'1 1001«1 cIoIe to. ~ 01 
""If'I . lhough lhey rrup-.t hi, r to be rN)\'td 11. JIrr .. m dMd up, .. nd " 'm! not M'tftNrity 
ottupiCd during the " " "Itr 
JCDdod not ani,f' itI L,nw unt,119luly, " 'hich confirmJ Ilwt Ihiss«hOn 01 lhe Do.ary Will 
.. 'nurn .. ' If'alllhrw . nd;l h.1f months liter the ('\~ntl dHC'nMd 
• A prnol nott! in tht m,uSIn, p~bly in Ht'r\lIt'i~ Wtdgwood' . lund, "'Y' 111,. 
l(('OOnl 'I not \ ' ('1)' dr.or ' Although JONII ahul. in IIw le\tll of the f'~bolOlte '1.ltm.of 
Img.ation (.nab ronslruded by .he- inelS thll m'8ht be CoIuw-d by r.rthq\l.lescould oflm 
be f'('p.llimt . ~rse orwt or rN)\'C'ownls of "' er bro, dunnlll iloodl .nd euthqtllln could 
not , .nd hI\"f' bnnd.l,nwd 1C)~n. ,n _aMI forthr.b.ndonrnml of wttltmtntl 
1 ...... 1 OM tune .. 't'rf' .grirulltlflU1 prodlK'l"~ 

6'* (5"1 A long days march across the central ridge down to the Ojos del 
Agua ThIs was near to the lowesl Casucha on the Western slope.­
These Casuchas are round little towers, with the floor eleo.tated above 
the ground &: steps outside to reach It. - There are eight in number; 
formerly in the lime of the King of Spain. stores were kept in them, &: 
the Couriers took With them in the Winler master keys, Now they only 
answer the purpose of caves &: are miserable dungeons; seated on some 
little emmence In the wild valleys. they are not ill suited to the 
surrounding desolation. The zigzag ascent of the Cumbre or partlhon 
of the waters is very steep & tedK>us: the road docs not pass over any 
perpetual snow, but there are patches on either hand . - The wind on 
the sumnut was very plerong; but It willSlmp05slble not to adrru.re _SIIln 
&: again the Intense color of the Heavens &- the bnlltant tnnspa.rencyof 
the Air, - The scenery moreover Wa5 grand. to the West there was A 

fine Chaos of huge mountains divided by profound ravines, - By thIS 
time of the year there have generally fallen a few snow storms, &-,559 
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not infrequently the Co«hlleras are shut up; but we were favoured wilh 
the brighlest fortune, &: everything happened well: the sky was doud­
less, excepting sometimes a few round httle masses of Vapour floated 
around Ihe highest peaks; such little isla nds in the sky are secn from a 
d1stance. when Ihe Cordilleras are beneath the horizon to mark their 
posItion. - We met during the day scvera l parties &: Cargo troops; the 
road is well frequented, I suppose dunng the whole par-sage we met al 
least len different parties.- (NB The six foregoing days have wrong 
dales owing to there being31 days &. I only counted 30 for March) -

6'" In Ihe mommg we found some thief had stolen one of our mules &. 
Ihe bell from the Madrina; we only rode a short distance to the remains 
of the old Guard House.-

7'" I staid here the ensuing day In hopt's of finding the mule, which the 
Amero thought had been hIdden in the mountains. - The valley here 
had assumed the air or a Chlll3n landscape; certainly Ihe lower parts of 
the hills doth!d over wilh the pale evergreen Quillay tree &: the great 
candlestick-like Cactus are much prettier than the bare E.lstern valleys. 
Yel I Col" hardly understand the admiralion expressed by some travel­
lers at this view; Ihe extrenll! delight is. I suspect, chiefly owing 10 

escaping from the cold regions &: the prospect of a good fire. I am sure 
[ p.lrticipated 111 such feelings.-

EfI' We left the valley of Ihe river of Aconcagua by which we had 
dcscendt.'<i, &. reached in the evening a COllage nea r the Villa de st 
Ros.1.15601 The fe rtility of this plain was extremely delightful; the 
Autumn being well advanced the leavcsof many of the fru it trees were 
falling. &. Ihe labourers were all busy in drying on the roofs of their 
cottages, figs &. peaches; ..... hl le o thers ..... ere galhenng the grapes from 
the Vineyards. 11 was a pretty Scene; but there was absent that pensive 
stillness l which 1Th1kes the autumn in England indeed the evening of 
the )'ear. 
'FoIkJ"..-d by the dek-tO'd "-0,,:11 .. the JOngof 1M RobIn lit du~ 

9" We were now on the high road to 5t Jago, &. crossing Ihe Cuesta of 
Chacabuco reacht.>d at night the viUage of Colina . From this day till I 
reached Valpariuso, I was not very well &. saw nothmg &. adnured 
nothang. 

Jff' We reached s tJilgO by the middle of Ihe day, havi ng bcenabsent 24 
days, &- being well re paid for my trouble. 

JS" Started for Valparatso. .....as two days &. a half on the road 
endeavouring 10 geologize.-
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J~ AIValpa~1 hn.-d wilhmygood friendM'Corfield -Onthe23tt1 

Ihe Beagle ailed off the port - I .... oml on bo.Jrd _I The 5U~ of the 
rout to lhe South was concluded, &: In the n'enlng lhe Beagle ron­
hnued her progrns to Coquimbo. 
' F.uJoy~- 'AI_. 011 wDrd _~"'\'~Mdwntbwb ___ 
Mr o.ww. camr 011 too.d Md ......... J*'C"f 01 JOCId --. IWd _ 01 ., 
...- (atbd.a.toout lot, Sd.ft lind LiNI Vodlwo ... . ~ 1M ~ bill not"'''' hid bftn hNId 01 ttww ~ ""~lIII obt..UMd any .. ~ nobIle.at 
hHd""""rtftr" which mud! dUNn~ IIw Pllfialtion I rni8ht othnw_ ~ retl on 
my (IoWn .c:roun'· 5H N.mtl" .... :t: 425, Fit£Roy "-d htld lhoe Ill"!.. of Comnwndft.Inc:. 
1828, lind NlW bfame. full C.pl.ln in r.nl n w~1I "' 1.1101 

2~ I !leI out on a journey to Coqu.mbo, from thence through Guasco lo 
Copiapo, where Capt FItzRoy offered to all for me, - Thedlstal'Kf: in 
a t~lght line is onl) 420 rNntuM lnIln, but.u I tTa\-"eUed I found the 
,ounwy a vel)' ktn3 one. - I took With me the w.me man, ~1a",.no 
Canules, four hones " ""'0 mult'S - We tn\-d1ed In the usual 
Independent manMr, cooling our own meals &: leepinS In the open 
alf. -,561 As we rode towards the Vii\odeJ Mar, I took a farewell view 
of ValparaISO &: admired 115 picturesque appea~nce, 1 For geologKal 
purposes I made a detour from the high-road to Ihe foot of Ihe Bell 
Mou nl;un ~ we passed through a highly auriferous dislrict 10 the neigh. 
bourhead of Llmachl', where we slept . The country Is covered with 
much Alluvium &'Ihls by the side of each hltle rivu~t has been washed 
for gold, This employment supports Ihe inhabitants of numerous 
Katlered hovels, who hl.e all those who ~In by CNnce, are unlhnCty in 
their hoibtts-
Fe. • '-"'~ __ 01 tfw 11.1, 01 \-.11.-_ kIoLnc _Inh VIM" Mow 
~"Ccavad~tCM-';o 2&l . but~piUltedbrJ M ~._ 

,.,.,. , ~ P 2211 

28'" P"ssed llmache &. Umlri, vLlt.gcsln one of Ihe brond, level &. fertile 
valleys &: lodgt.od al II cottage at the Sout h foot of the Bell Moun tain, It 
has been dLscovert."<I on board Ihe Beagle by angu lar measu remen ts that 
the hill IS 6200 ft high; as there are others of Ihe same &: many of little 
~ height, It ..... l11 be evident how truly an Alptne country Chili Is. 1M 
Vok,lOO of Aconc:aguao, the lNg.ruficmt ap~,,~na of wtuch I hne so 
often olIdrrured In lhas fOUm.aI, KtWIII)' .,unm the enormous haghl 01 
2J(Q) ft_ t., 1M Inh.tbtt.nts of the rottlge ~'ere ITftholden, wtuch 1:t 

not "erycommon In Chll!, they support themse-!,'non the produceofa 
~rden &: !Jule field , bul are \'ery porn- - So defiaent 1.5 upttal. thoit 
Iht")' are obhged tO!le1l their green com when 5tilndlng in the field, IJ\ 

order to buy necnMri..,; wheat I~ In consequence dearer here in the 

Cam ndqe niv I"Sltv Press, Reoroduo.:d With oermlssion bv Darwin Onhne 



IB35 APR IL VALPARA ISO-COQUIMBO 325 

very district where it is produced, than in the town of Valparaiso where 
the Contractors live.- Having failed m my geological pursuit, I 
took\5621 the road for Quillota, which we reached by the middle of the 
day.-

1~ During the night a very bght shower of rain fell; this is the first since 
the heavy ram of Septemb. lilt> &- 12110 whkh detained me a prisoner at 
Cauquenes. The interval is 7 months &- a half; but the rain this year in 
Chili is rather late.-

~ We passed the Cerro of Chilicauquen at the same place as in my trip 
last year. At a pretty little village called Piarilla, we joined the Coquimbo 
road . - The surround ing cou ntry is barren &- uninleresting.- I think. 
the view from Chilicauquen of the valley of QuiJIota with the distant 
Cordilleras now thickly covered with new snow, is one of the most 
beautiful in Chili. With this may be ranked the view from the hills 
behind Valparaiso, the basin ofS. Filipe or Aconcagua, &- the plains of 
51 Jago &: Rancagua. Thus none of the finest scenery in Chili is very 
distant from the Capital city & its port. -

Mlly I" CatapiJco to valley of Longotomo-a few small inhabited val­
leys-trees are becoming scarcer &: are replaced by a large plant which 
hi\s lei\ves like a Pineapple &- long flowering stem like a Yucca. 

Z- Longotomo to Quilimar. - As yesterday, the road generally runs at 
no great distance from the sea coast . The country on a small scale 
singularly brok.en &- irregular: abrupt little peaks rise out of small plains 
or basins: the boltom of the neighbouring sea, studded with breakers, 
&: the indented coast would if converted into dry land, present similar 
fonns. - ;563. 

J'" Quilimar to Conchalee. - The Country becomes more &- more har­
ren; Ihe valleys have so little waler thai there is scarcely any irrigation; 
of course the intermediate country is quite useless &: will not even 
support goats. - In the Spring after the winter rains there is a rapid 
growth of thin pasture &: caUle are then brought down from the 
Cordilleras to graze. It is ra ther curious the manner in which the 
Vegetation bloU's how much rain to expect;1 one shower at Copiapo 
producesan equal effect with a couple at Guasco& 30r4 at Coqulmbo, 
whilst at Valparaiso torrents of rain faIt. Travelling North from the latter 
place, the quantity does not decrease in a regular proportion to the 
d istances. AI Conchalee which is not half-way between Valparaiso &: 
Coquimbo (being only 67 mIles to the North of the former) they do not 
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expect rain hU end of May, whereas at Valparal50 generally early In 

Apnl; the quanbty likewise which fans is propornonally sl'nilll to the 
Later hme It comes. 

I heard or the Beagle surveylRg .til these ports; all the IRhahlblntl 
~'ere COI\vtnced she WH II Smuggler, they complamed of the enhre 

~~nt of confid~ the upblm showed m not coming to any tenns; 
each min thought his neighbour was in thesettet-I had e\'endlCficully 
in undeceIVing them. - By the way, thiS anecdote about the smuggling 
shows how little even the upper classes In these countries underst.lnd 
the wide distinction of manners. A person who could possibly mist-ake 
Capt. fitzRoy forl5641 a smuggler. would never perceive any diffl'rence 
between a Lord Chesterfield &r: his valet.-
' In ,...,.., ,, ~ p. 417. uu. 1ft\1~ b«oonft 'II .. curious lOobsftw ho;aow Ihf 
... 01 u. pte '"'" to "-. _ ... by an K'qU1ftd ambn(t, WNI qu..armly of nom 110 
.-xp«t In tt.. 111'5 .c.t--. II .. . Itrftd ..,n 10 ' It .. (W'ouu. 110 obIefve how thr ~ 01 
the F- iUId CJtIwr plantl iJftm IOKCooI,nood.iotlr ~ AS if by an.:-qulftd habil, 
to the CfUo1nhly 01 rAIn .. hich f .... on dlfkrfttl plrtII 0( lluuOHt • 

4!tJ Conchalee-Iliapei. The country near the coast possessed httle 
Geological interest. &: otherwise the rocky barTen hills were very 
monotomous; so I determined to strike in the country to the mining 
town of IlInpel.- II was a long days journey &: we had to cross a Cuesta 
I should think al least 2000 fl high. - The valley of ilia pel is like all the 
others. dead level, broad, bordered by gravel cliffs or mountain Sides, 
&: very fertile . - Above the s'",ISM line or the upper irrigahng ditch. all 
Is as brown as a turnpike road. all beneilth is Allam. (a lind of Oover) 
green as Verdigris- the contrast 15 singular. - lIIapel is a very regular &: 
~tty little town, its Oounshmg condition depends on the numerous 
nunes, chtefly Copper, in the vkinlty. -

S'" On attOlInt of my animals I staid the day here. 

6* &r: then travelled on to Los Homos. which isa wMineral" or particular 
district abounding with mines; the prindpal hill was SO drilled with 
excava tions that it was a magnlfi t.'<i edition of a large An thill. The 
Minl'rs in Chili are a peculiar race of men; in their habits they somewhat 
resemble men-of-war sailors; living for weeks together In the most 
desolate spots. when they desamd on the feast days to the villages. 
there LS no b;CH$ 01' extrava~ mto whICh they do not run . They 
sometimes gam. conSIderable,SM, sum &r: then like 5.i1ors With pn.u 
money. they try how soon they can posSIbly squander it. They drink 
6cesS1vely, buy quantities of dothes &: In a few days return penniless 
to chelf miserable abodes there to work harder than beasts of burden, -
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Their dress is jX'CUliar &: rather picluresque; they wt'ar a very long shirt 
of some dark coloured baize &: leathern apron; around the waist there is 
also a bmud &; gayly coloured Senador (hl.e 1m,. red silk woven band of 
officers); Ihell trowsers are very broard &: theIr heads are covered by 
little scarlet caps. - We met a party of these MlRers on horseback in full 
costu me, carrying for burial the body of one of their companions.­
They marched at a very quick trOI; four men on foot carried the corpse; 
each set running as hard as they could for about 200 yards, were 
relie\'ed by four others who had previously dashed on ahead on 
horseback &: so on. - They encouraged each other by wild 0)'5: 
altogether It formed a most stTange funeral. 

'Jf" & 8" Staid here a day on accounl of Geology &: then rode on to 
Comba rbala, a very pretty li ttle town at the foot of the main Cordilleras. 
Country very mountainous &: desolale. -

rJ* & lei' There are so very few IRNblted spots &: the roads so obscure 
we had some difflculty in findmg our way-during these last days there 
was nothing of interest, &. the travelling suffldently wearisome. - We 
passed the MlReral of Punitague. from whIch much Copper &: Gold has 
beenl5661 ex tracted; there a r~ also QuickSIlver mi nes which are not 
worked.- We reached Ova lle, a small town on the R. Limar! , late in the 
evening. - Before arriving there we had to cross some extensive sterile 
plaIRs or Traversias. wruch extend from the roast many leagues in the 
interior. -

II '" Next day crossing the nVl'r, passed over plains to some hills where 
the copper mines of Panuncillo are seated . They belong to ~f 
Caldcleugh ofSt Jago.-

12" I staid here a day in order to see the mines. The mine is not a very 
rich one, the ore being thl' common yellow Copper pyrites; its value , , 
may be from J(XXX) to 4txXXJ dollars, (Nou In margm: 6(MX).-8(XKI.) )oft 

when the English first came Into the country, M' ulddeugh bought it 
for theassooatlon for oneounce(3' .. S·). The mine had been abandonl'd 
when full of this l.ind of ore. the inhabitants not behevingit possible to 
red uce iI. Likewise from ignorance piles of scoria! abou nding with 
particles of copper &. fused pyritl'S were sold at about the same scale of 
profit - Yet WIth all the-se posSIbIlities the mtnlRg associations con­
trived to lose great sums. Thl' folly of the commissK>ners &: the share­
holders amounted to madness: such l'nonnous ulanC$, hbraries of wril 
bound geological books, 1000' per annum to l'ntertalR the Authorit~. 
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bringing out miners for particular metals before such ..... ere kno ..... n to 
e"(ist; their contracts with the workmen to find them with so much milk 
&:c&:ceveryday; their machinery . ..... here such rould nol: be used; 1567 &: 
a hundred similar things bear ..... Itness to their absurdity &: afford 
amusement to the natives. - Yet therecan be nodoobt the same Capital 
employed in ..... orklng mines in the country method would have given 
an immense return. A confidential man ofbU!:;ness &: a practical miner 
&: assayer would have been qUite sumaent. - The English &: Chilian 
mmers were tned agamst each other at this place. &: I bebeve the latter 
fairly laughed at ourcounlrymen, being so entirely victorious. -

Capt. Head has descnbed the wondenulload which the - Apires", 
truly beasts of burden , carry up from deep mines. - I confess I thought 
the account exaggerated; so that I was glad to take the opportunity of 
weighing one of the loads, which I picked out by chance. When 
standing straighl over ii , I could just lift it from the ground, the weight 
was 197 pounds (equalltoJ a 14 stone man). - The Ap're had carried 
this up SO perpendicular yards. by a very steep road , &: by dimbing up 
a zigzag nearly vertical notched pole. - He is not allowed to halt to 
breathe, excepting Ihe mine is more than 600 ft deep. - The average 
weight is rather more than 200 £. (Nearly equal 22 &: Istone.)- I have 
been assured that 300 £ have been carried for a lrial from the deepest 
mines. 

In this mine they bring up the above load on their b.1cks 12 limes in 
the day. that is 2400 (from SO yards deep to the surface. These men 
work nearly naked; their bodies are nol \'ery muscular; but exceptmg 
from accidents,i S68 they are healthy and they appear cheerful . They 
rarely eat meat once a weel &: newr oftener &: then only the hard dry 
Charqui . - Knowing that the labor is voluntary, it is yet quite revolting 
to see the state 10 which they reach the mouth of the mine. -their 
bodies benl forwilrd . leanmg with their anns on the steps; their legs 
bowed , the muscles qUlvenng. the perspiration streaming from their 
f.Kt'S over Ihe:lrbreasts, the nostrils distended. the comers of the mouth 
fombly drawn back, &: the expulSion of their breath most laborious: 
each time from habit they oller an articulate cry of ay-ay. which ends in 
iI sound rising from deep in the chl'St, but shrill like the note of a fife . ­
After staggering to the pile of ore, they e:mpty the "Carpacho" - in two 
or three seconds rt"CO\'enng their breath. they wipe the sweat from their 
brows &- apparently qUite fresh descend the mme again at a qwdc 
p.1ce. - This appears to mea wonderful instanceoftheamounl of labor 
which habit. for It can be nothing else, will teach a man toendure. -
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The Mayor-domo of these mines, Don Joaquin Edwards, is a young 
man &: the son of an Englishman, but till some years old did notleam 
English. - Talking with him about the number of foreigners in all parts 
of the country. he told me he recollected being at school in Coquimbo. 
whena holiday was gwen to all the boys to see the Captain of an English 
Ship, who came on some business from the Port to the dty. He belie\'es 
thai nOlhing would have induced any body in the school, including 
himself, 1569lto have gone close to the Englishman; SO fully had they 
been impressed with all the heresy. contamination &: evil to be derived 
from contact with such a person. To this day Ihey hand down the 
atrodous actions of the Buccaniers; one of them took the Virgin Mary 
out \ofJ the Church &: returned the ensuing year for St. Joseph, saying 
it was a pity the Lady should not havea husband . I heard M' Caldcleugh 
say that sitting by an old lady at a dinner In Coquimbo. she remarked: 
how wonderfully strange il was that she should live to dine in the same 
room with an Englishman. - Twiceasa girl. at thecryof HLos Ingleses" 
every soul carrying what valuables they could had taken to Ihe moun­
tains. -

13111 From Panuncillo to Tambillos, where there are some old Copper 
Mines. They are now in possession of some Englishmen, who came out 
as Mcchanicks. but have accumulaled by their industry some thOUSo.lnd 
pounds &: have bought this mine, which they hope \tol empty of Its 
water. Slept at a spot called the Punta; it is the point of\al range of hills 
which abuts on an extensive plain. precisely in the same manner as a 
headland in the sea . 

14111 Over the plain &: Traversia \',:e had to cross to the port of 
Coquimbo. - We found the Beagle in thc little harbor of Herradura a 
league to the South. - All hands were living on shore under tenls; the 
ship undergoing a thorough refil before thc long paSs.lge of the Pacifick. 

15"" I staid one day on board &: on the 16'h hired 570. with Capt. FitzRoy 
lodgings in the city of Coquimbo. which is distant 11 miles from the 
Beagles anchorage. Coquimbo is said to contain 6000 to 8000 inhabll­
ants, it is remar\..able for nothing but the c);lreme quietness which 
reigns inall parts; like the other towns in the NorthofChih. ildepends. 
bul in a less degree. for its support on the mines. 

17'" In the morning it rained lightly for about five hours; the first time 
Ihis season; with this the farmers would break the ground, with a 
second plant their com; &: if a third shower fell . would in the spring reap 
a good harvest. It was curious to witness the effect of this triflmg 
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amount of moistu re; Ihc ground apparently Wol" sc;lrcely damp 12 
hours afterwards. yeton theVU'an intervillof IOdays, alllhehiliswere 
tingt.'<I gn.'('n in patches. the grass being spotringly !ICilttcred In hair·h"e 
fibres A full inch tong.- Before this n't'nj part was AS deshtute of 
Vegetation as A turnpike road. In the evening J dmed with Mt Edwards. 
during dinner thcre was a smart shod of an EMthqua .. e. I heard tM 
forecoming rum~. bul from the screams oflhe LKiteS, the runrung of 
liervanls &: the rush of sev\.'f"al of the gentlemen to the doorway I could 
not distinguish thl! motion. Some of lhe women afterwards were Cfytng 
wllh /ntr &: one pl!f'$OIl So'lId he should not be able to 5lt.oep all naghl Of' if 
he did, it would only be 10 dream of falling house:.. - The father of thiS 
genilemAn had lost all hlS property al Talcuhuana, &: he hunself only 
lusll!5Caped from A failing roof al Valparaiso In 1m a curious coin· 
cidence,571 happened; he with a party were pl"')'Ing al cards when. 
Gennan remarked he nl!wr would sit in a room in thesecountriHwith 
the door shut, as he had with difficulty e5G1ped In the COpiapb 
I!arthquakl!, accordingly II was opened. No sooner was this dOll(! than 
the famous shock commenced, & the whole party effected Iheir escape 
by tllis coincidence. The danger in an Earthquake is not the tllne lost in 
opening a door, but the chance of its being jammed by the movemcnt 
of thl.: wn lls.- Il ls Impossible to be much su rprised a t the fenr which 
Natives &: old Residents eXP'!rience.- I thinlo. the execss of panic may 
be partly owing loa want of habit ingoveming fear; the usual restraint, 
shame. being here absent.- Indeed the natives do nol like 10 ~ a 
person mdiHcrenl I heard of two Englishmen who, sleeplOg in the 
open air near to some houses duringa smart shod .. , knowtng there WOilS 
nodangcrdid not nse- the natives cned out indignantly "Look allhose 
herebcks. they Will not even get out of their beds". -J'" I ,,-, .. Iked a httle way up the valley &- SiIIw those step-liL! plainS of 
shmgle descnbed by Capt B HaU, the origin of which has bern 
discussed by M' Lyell . I TMsame phenomenon is found in the vAney of 
Guasco In" moreevidenl manner; in places there (arelas many as seven 
perfectly level &: unequally broad plains, Ascending by steps on one or 
both sim the Villley. - Therecan be nodoubt that during the risem the 
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land each line of cliff was for a perKx1the beach of a large bay. - At 
Coqutmbo mannc shells were embedded In strata ncar the surface; 
independent of this ,sn proof, the e...-planatlon of tnt> successive breal.· 
ing down of the bamer of a lake adduced by Capt. Hall 15 qUite 
inapphcable. - The appearance of these steps, eSpecially In Guasco, is 
sufficiently remarkable to call the attention of anyone who is not at all 
interested concerning the causes of the pn.-sent forms of the land . The 
number of parallel &: honzontal hnes, of which many have exactly 
corresponding ones on the OPPOSite sKie of the valley, is rendered more 
conspkucus by the irregular cutl! nc of the netghbounng mountains. -

' 5ft CNrin L~ ~ tJfGroloJnt. btuot- "'~ torqkm Utt ~dI!ox,... If. 
tffrllr'J"'rf-«,.,~ toCWII'" _,,,..,,..,..,_ Vol. III, P III )oh.n Murny, \..ofIdIor\. 
08" 

21 " I sct ou t on a short excursion with Don Jo~ Maria Edwards, a 
pleasant young Anglo-Chilian, to the famous silver Mineral of 
Arqueros &: from thence up the valley of Elque or Coquimbo; passing 
through a fine alpine country we reached hIS Fathers mine after II WilS 
dark . I enjoyed my nights rest here from a cause the force of which will 
nol be understood in England-there were no neas! The rooms In 

Coquimbo swarm wilh them; .11 an elevation of abou t 3000 flthey will 
not live, & if brought there, as fo r instance to these mines, they will dye. 
II can scarcely be Ihe tri(Jjng diminution in temperature, 22~, but some 
other cause which is destructive to these troublesome insects. 

22"'" I spent half of the ensuing day In examining the rrunes. - 1he 
Mineral extends o\'er a few miles of hilly country, &: abounds ..... Ith 
Silver mines, the ore of which always occurs With white Sulp of 
Barytes. - The Mineral was only discovered a few years since by • 
wood--cu tter, although the veins project beyond the sudan> & are very 
abundant .IS73 The mincsare now in a bad state; they fonnerlyyielded 
about 2<XX) pounds weight of Silver a year. 11 has been saKi "a person 
with a Copper nune wul gain. with Sil\'er he may gam, but "tith GokIIS 
sure to lose-. Thts is not troe. all the large Chl.iJan fortunes ha"e betm 
made by mines of the ncher metals. - The other day IY Seward 
returned to England from Coplapb laking with him the profits of a share 
of a Silver mine & this amounted to 120000 dollars. 1_ No doubt a 
Copper mine with care is a sure game, whereas the other is gambling. 
or rather lal.InS a hcket in illottery. The owners lose great quantities of 
rich ores, nocarecan pre"ent robbery. I heilrd ofa man laying a bet Mth 
another that one of hiS men should rob him before his face . The Oft 

when brought out of the mme i5 broken 1010 pieces by men who SIt 
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down &; separate the pieces of useless slone, which are rolled over the 
side of the mountain. Two of the men as if by accident pitched two 
pieces of stone away at the same moment &; then cried out for a joke, let 
us see which rolls furthest . - The owner who was standing by bet a 
cigar with his friend on the race. The Miner by this means watched the 
very point amongst the rubbish, where the stone lay; in the evening he 
picked it up &; carried it to his master, showing a rich mass of Silver ore 
& saying "This was the stone you won a cigar by its rolling so far" . ­
Some of the1574! Mine owners say to their men, "We know you manage 
to steal, but why not sell us the ore, that we may receive the usual large 
profits?", and this contract has sometimes been made. _Z In the after­
noon, we left Arqueros & descended into the valley (the region of fleas) 
and slept at the first Rancho we came 10.-

, 
lNolelnlNrgm '2.j,OO()' , 

IFoIIowed by a delt'led ten lenc:e which runs; 'Ne.r CopiapO I mel Ihree mules ,,,n'('lIil'lg 
by I'Ilghlloaded wilh ri(h a.,,; the robb\>n; bribee\'el)' 0n( whom they Ihmk would betray 
them; they \ '''1)' qu ie tly &II"''' a finf spedmen la. guide whom I had with m". · 

23" We followed up the fertile valley, geologising by the way till we 
reached an Hacienda, the owner of which wasa relation of Don Jo~. 

24 '~ We staid here the ensuing day. The Signora was a very pretty girl 
not 17 years old , yet the mother of two children &; would soon add 
another to the family of Salzera . It is strange what little attention the 
Hadenderos, who correspond to our country gentlemen, pay to com· 
fort. - This house furniture &c was in no ways superior to a second rate 
English fann house; although the lady was dressed most elegantly &; 

the gentleman with the usual respectability. - The scenery here was 
exceedingly beautiful, -truly Chilian in its character. -it reminded me 
of some of the views in the Annuals of Alpine Scenery. -

25'~ Leaving Oon Jose behind J travelled a days ride further up where the 
R. Claro joins the Elque. - I had heard of petrified shells & beans, the 
former turned out true, the laller small white quartz pebbles.15751 We 
passed through several small villages; the valley was beautifully culti­
vated &; the whole scenery very grand. We were here ncar the main 
Cordillera, the surrounding hills being very lofty. In all parts of 
Northern Chili, the fruit trees produce much more abundantly at a 
considerable elevation near the Andes. The figs & grapes of Elque are 
famous for their superiority &: are cultivated to a great extent. This 
valley is perhaps the most productive one to the North of Quillota: I 
believe it contains. including Coquimbo, 25 thousand inhabitants. -
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2£11' Having seen what I wanted-retum('d to the Haoenda &; 

27'" the foUowmg day. Don J~ &; 1 reached Coqulmbo late In tM 
afternoon . -

lu~ 2~ Set out for the val~ of Guasco. t.d .. mg with me a guide for the 
road. - The Beagle w.u to 5.111 for Valpual50 II few diys afterwards, 
from thence to Cop.aJX> to pick me up &. then to Peru . Capt FitzRoy 
hired a small \'essel " left a party under the command of M' Sulivan to 
survey the Northern coast of Chili "to rendezvous at Um.J.- We rode 
this day to a solitary house, called Verba buena, where pasture for the 
animals can be bough t. - On thc whole road we passed only one other 
house or inhabited spot.- There are two rOiIds from CoqUlmbo to 
Gua5a), one near the sea coast, the other m the interior; in this lalli."f 
there IS nothmg for the ammals to eat dunng the whole hme. I therefor. 
followed the former bne.- The shower alluded loa fortrught ago hAd 
reached about half way to Guasco. we had therefcw In thts first part a 
slight ttnge 516 ol grt."en, Just suffioenl 10 remmd me of the freshne. 
ollne turf" budding flowers m the Spnng of England. - TTilvelhng In 
these countries, like toOl prisonershut up In gloomy courts, products. 
constant longmg for such scenes.-

3'" Verba-buena to Carilal.- During first part of day crossed a moun­
tainous rocky desert. like nearConchalet>, then a long deep sandy plain 
covered wllh broken manne shells. - There 15 very liltle wOller" tNI 
Iiule saline; the few streamlets are bordered on each sKie by Wlulo: 
encrustations, amongst wtuch the succulent, salt-loving plants IVO'" 
The whole country from the coast to the Cordillen is a desert " 
unmhablted - I Qwonly tracesofonell\'mganlmal mabund.ince; thn 
was a Buhmus, the shells of wrueh were rollect .. >d together In extraordl 
nary numbers In the dnest parts. In the Spnng. &. 011 the dawn of cU\ 
when Ihe ground IS damp With the dew these .. mmals are cra .... bn~ 
about In all paris. As they are never seen ellccpting in the early 
morning. the Guassos think they are born from the dcw.- I ha\'t 
noticed In other places that the driest" very sterile distrlcts are mO!>t 
favourable to an extraordinary Increase of land·shells. - At Canul 
there are a few coltages. some braclr..!.sh ..... ater " II Iraa of culbntlOn; 
With dlfficulty .... e purchased a little com" stTilW for the Horses. 

~ Canzal tos.uce . - Continued to nde o\"er a desert plain tenanted by 
some wrge herds of Guan.KO. - ThlS plain lS crossed by lhe \'aUn' of 

Chatleral, the most fertlleonc between Guasco 5n I &; Coqulmbo_ -It It 
however very narrow" .. !though grt."en produces very htlle. - P.~tu~ 
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for animals at this time of year could not be procured. - At Sauce we 
found a civil old gentleman superintending a Copper-smelting fur­
nace.-asan espccial f.worheallowed me to purchase at a high price an 
annfull of dirty straw, whkh was all the poor horses had for supper 
after their long days work . - There are v~ry few $lMlbng furnaces still 
~ployed in Ch.ili; It 15 found more profir.b~ to ship the ore to England, 
owing to the extreme scarcity of fire-wood Ie th~ loss of metal from the 
clumsy Chil~n method of reduchon . - The poor ChiJenos think that 
England is qUite dependant for her Copper to Chili; they will sc:arct'ly 
believe that aU lhe quantity whkh Is imported there must again be 
exported to other rountnes. 

s*' l1us Sauce is a little wayout of the direct I'OIId -from it to Freyrina we 
h.d tocross some mountains, -every days march to the Northward the 
vegetation becomes more scanty; here. fftw nny bushes were coaled by 
A filamentous green lJc:hftO Ie the large Candlestick-like Cactus was 
succeeded by a mum smaller spectes. Dunng the winter months both 
in Chili & Peru a thin but unifonn stratum of douds hangs at no great 
height over the Pacifick. - From the above hill we had a striking view 
of this great while & bnllian t field; from it anns t'ntered all the valleys, 
leaving Islands & promontories prt'CiS(!ly in thc same manner as Ihe sea 
intersects the land in the Chonos Archlpelago. - We reached 
FreyrinalS781 early in the day to the great joy of ourselves & poor 
horses. - In the valley of CuallCO, bt.'ginning at the mouth we have Ihe 
little village al the port-a spol entirely d6ert &: withoul water 
immediately at hand . - Sleagues up is Ihe village of Freyrina. consist­
mg of one long straggling slre.!t; the housn white washed &: generaUy 
dece:nl.- 10 leagues furtht'Tup 15 the pnnapallo~>n-&llenM. - And 
aput near the Cordilleras there is Cuuco alto. an agricultural or rather 
Horticullural village. famous for its dried frUlt . - &!Uenar &c Freynna 
depend chiefly on the InInn. -

Ii'" 6- r I sWd hen> on KCOUnt of my anmUlIs 1",,"0 days, &: I"'ed WIth M' 
Hardy, itn owner of Copper mJnes. - One of the days I rode down 10 

the Port. - On it clear day the view up the valley IS very fine; the 
openlllg being nearl)' straight is tenrunaled ala great dmancr by the 
dIStinct outlme of the snowy Co"hU~tJI , on e.ach SIde an mfiruty of 
crossing hnes blend togetheT In .. beautiful hue. The foreground is 
singular from the number of paraJlel &: extensive terraces; &: the 
mcluded strip o( green vallI.'}' abounding with ils willow bushes is 
contrasled on each hand by the naJ.ed hllls.- From Capl. B. Halls 
description I had expected a valley luxunanl as those at C. de Verds, but 
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il appears 10 me thai all Capt. HaUs beautiful descriptions require a little 
washing with a Neulral linll- il may partly destroy their charm bull am 
afraid will add to their reality. - But it may be wel1:579l lmagined how 
bare the hills must have been, since a shower had not fallen for 13 
months. The inhabitants heard with the greatest envy of the rain in 
Coquimbo: From the looks of the weather they had strong expectations 
of equally good fortune and a fortnight afterwards this was verified. I 
was at Copiapo at the time, ok there the people with equal envy talked 
of the abunchnt rain at Cuasco. After !Wo or three ,'ery dry years, tNt 
is perhaps With not more than one shower dunng the whole bme, a 
flIlny year generally follows, ok this does more harm than even the 
drought. - The river sweUs & covers with gravel & sand the narrow 
slnp of ground which alone is fit for cultivation; the flood also Injures 
Ihe irrigating ditches: great devastation had thus been caused three 
years ago. I called in the everung at the house of the "Covemador"; the 
Signora was a umerian & affected blue-stockinglsm ok supenonty m'er 
her neighbours. Yet this learned lady never could have seen a Map. M'" 
Hardy told me that one day a coloured Atlas was lying on a Pianoforte 
ok this lady seeing it exclaimed, NEsta es contradanca" . This is a country 
dance! "~uc boni ta" how prelty!- On the other hand, the good people 
lit Valdivia hearing so much about ou r making Charts though t every­
thing a map. As they mistook a $extant & artificial horizon, doubtless a 
piece of Music would have gone under the same name. (NaIf In nutrsm. 
NB I have exaggerated this story.) 

' 1'ffIOI notlr ,ro INrgm. protMbIy INdIr by ~gh w~l!wood, RIM. ... "HY Nf'f'Y 
ftP'"Ji,oro' 

~- Rode up to Ballenar; as the rocky mountains on each side we~ 
concealed by clouds, the terrace-like plains caused the valley to hne. 
very smtil.r appearance to that of 5 . Cruz in Patagonia . The qu.ntlt)' of 
cultivated ground IS small. - SBO. 

9'" I staid the day here. - Ballenar is a considerable town, nearly as IaIge 

as Coqulmbo & well built; it is only sprung up In late years & OWH Ib 
prospenty entirely to the Silver mines. The produce of the valley IS ROC 
sufficient to support the inhabitants. Ballenar takes its name from 
BaUenagh in Ireland, the birthplace of the family of 0 Higgins, who 
were preSidents &: generals in Chili. Fre)'rina likewISe takes Its N!TIe 

from a General Freyre. - I Ballenar is rather a rnce ok pretty town; the 
valley & Indeed all the valleys in Chili are well worth vislting. ­

' R.lmoro Fmrlr ~rnl>O " '15 Dlr«1OO"~ .. 1 of au~ . .. nd comlNroded 1M f"1(Pfd'bOft 
!NI in 1826 frHd ChilOir from 1M ~rooanb 
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JO'" Instead of going from this place direct to the town of Copiapb, I 
determined 10 take a guide &: fall into the valley higher up. - We rode 
.. II d.ly over an unlntereslmg country. - I am bred of repeahng the 
epithets barren &: sterile. - These words, however. as commonly used, 
are comparahve. I havl!' always applied. them to the plains of PatOigonia , 
yet the vegetation possesses spiny bushes & some dry prickly grasses, 
which is luxuriant to anything to be seen here. - There are not mAny 

SpolS where In 200 ~ square, some little bush, plant, Cactus or Lichen 
can not be discovered , &: in the ground seeds lie buried ready to spring 
up dunng the first rainy winter. - In Peru absolute deserts are to be met 
With over a large extent of country. 

In the evenmg we came to a httle valley in which the bed of a little 
streamlet was damp-following this up for II mile we came 10 water &: 
thai nOI very bad. During the night the Slream flows a league lower 
down than in day, before it is evaporaled &: absorbed.ISSI I There was 
plenty sticks for firewood , so Ihat for us II was a good place of bivouac; 
but the poor animals had not a mouthful to eal. Even here Ihere were 
Iwo collages of Indians with a lroop of donktys, employed in carrying 
firewood &c &c to Ihe mmes; Ihlose donkeys aTe without any inaccuracy 
supportro on the stllmlJS of the dry twigs of the Bushes. There is nut II 

plnnt of any sort for them to cat. I believe every now &. then they arc 
taken to fero for a short lime in the va lleys of the Cordilleras. but 
generally, what I have stated is their sole support.- The fact of the 
gnawed stumps proved the truth &. quite astonished me. -

JI" Rode for 12 hours without Slopping. till we reached a spot where 
there was water &. fireWood. Formerly there had been a smelting 
furnace here. - Ou r horses again had not anything to ea t, being shut 
up in anold Corra ll . - The whole line of road was hiUy;any view of the 
dlstanl landscape was interesting from Ihe various colors of Ihe bare 
mountains & splendid weather. - It is a pity to see the sun soconstantly 
bnghl over so useless a country; such shining days ought only to 
bnghten a prospect of fie lds, collages &. gardens. -

J2'" By noon we arrived al the Hacienda of Potrero Seroin the Valley of 
Copiapb. I was heartily glad of il; it is most disagreeable to hear whilst 
you are eating a good supper, your horse gnawing the post 10 whkh he 
IS tied &. to know thai you cannot relieve his hunger.-the whole 
,aumey is a SOUtee of anxiety to see how fast you can cross the 
r"wersUi. To all Q~1lfncr ,582 ; however the horses were quite fTesh &. 
noonecould have told they had not eaten for the last 55 hours. -
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This Hacienda belonged tooneof the British associations; their affairs 
when bankrupt were purchased by some English merchants; one of 
these, M' Bingley, came out as managing agent.- I had a letter of 
introduction to him & by good luck he came from the town this day to 
the Estate.- To his credit, there is no land in the whole valley which 
looks in such good order. - At one time the whole was rented a t 500 
dolla rs l now one mere part islet 18(X}, & another 400. - He reserving 
the best part for himself. This is a specimen of the managemen t of those 
mad a~sociations. - This estate is called 14 leagues (perhaps 25 English 
miles) long: it is of course very narrow, seldom a mile & often of no 
breadth, that is the valley in some parts cannot be irrigated. - Generally 
it has a width of two fields. The whole is cultivated with the Clover of 
the country for the Pasturage of Mu les. M' Bingleys business is the 
shi pment of Copper ores, but everything depends on the carriage of the 
ores to the Port. - There IS so little land in the whole valley, that mules 
sufficient for the mines ca nnot be pastured. It would sound odd in 
England, the whole value of a mining business depending on the 
quantity of pasturage to be obtained by any individual. - The scarcity 
of cultivated land does not depend so much on the inequality or 
unfitness for irrigation, as onl5831 the little water. The river this yea r is 
remarkably fun; at this Hacienda it reaches up to a horses belly, is ahout 
15 ya rds wide & rapid; of course it grows gradually decreasing till it 
reaches the sea. This however happens rarely; for a period of 30 yea rs 
not a drop ever entered the Padfick. The inhabitants watch a storm in 
the Cordilleras with grea t interest; one good fall of snow secures water 
for the ensuing year. - This is of infinitely more consequence than rain 
in the lower country. With the latter, which often docs not fall for two 
& even three years together, they are enabled to pil"ture the mules & 
callie for some time in the mountains; but without Snow in the Andes 
desolation extends over the whole valley.- It is on record that three 
times nearly all the inhabitants have been obliged to emigra te to the 
Sou th . The valley is said to con tain 12000 souls, but its produce is 
sufficient only for three months in the year; the rest being drawn from 
Valparaiso & the Sou th. _2 Before the discovery of the famous Silver 
Mineral of Chan un cillo, CopiapO was in a rapid state of decay; now it is 
in a very thriving condition. The town which was completely over­
thrown by an Earthquake has been rebuilt.-

The valley of CopiapO runs in a very Sou therly diTt.'Ction, so tha t it is 
of considerable length to its source in the Cordillera; it fo rms a mere 
green ribbon in a desert . Both thel5841 valleys of Guasco& Copiapbmay 
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be considered as islands to the Northward of Chili. separated by deserts 
m the place of Salt water. Beyond these, there is one other very 
miserable valley calkod raposo, which contams about 200 people. Then 
we come tothe real desert of Atacama. a far worse barrieTthan the most 
turbulent sea. At the present time there is plenty of water&: every man 
imgates hIS land as much as he hkes; when It is scarce guards arc sent 
10 the slUices of alilhe Azeqws 10 see they do not take more than theIr 
allotted number of hours in the week. - In consequence of thl! abun· 
d"ncc &: the rich nature of soil, which is much less gravelly than 10 the 
other valleys. the stripe of Vegetation IS vcry luxuriant. But when the 
lalltude 27" is considered , &: that it is nearly in the same parallel wIth St 
Cathennes on the coast of Braz.iI, it is surprising that there is no trace of 
a Tropical character in the Vegetarion. -

I NoI~ If! m.tf"5U'- '100" 
'Follooo"f'd bv dek>tN 5m1mt"f' "Il lS I~ INn,fftt how mnmy this pYa~. 
onlhemi~' 

13- £:I ,,,,, Staid here two days. employed in geologizing the huge 
surrounding mountains. -

lSn. Proceeded up the valley towards the Cordilleras; its course was 
however very oblique, running about SSE instead of East. - I dined at 
a hospitable old Spaniard, Don Eugenio Matta, 011 whose house General 
Aldo nati was staying. he was governor o f Chiloe during the rime of 
Capt . Kings Voyage &: well known to the officers. - I found him the 
pleasantest gentleman I have met in Chili .1 The valley continued much 
as I have described it; &: always pleasant to behold . - 15851 At night fall 
we reached the Hacienda of las Amolanas to the owner of which Don 
BeRIIO Cruz I had a letter of introduction. 

'CokMvI Aid"""." "'-015 1M flfSl GO'l'l~mo.· of OuQ IIfl~ 'It hbtr~ iJOI'I fn:wn ttw Sp.aruir<b 
in 1826 5ft /I.' . ... " J'O' I: 298-9 

16" I staId there the ensuing day &: found him most hospitable &: \Jnd; 
indeed I defy a traveller to do justice to the good nature with which 
strangers arc received in this country.-

1-" I hired mules &: a gUIde to penetrate a little way in the Co rdIlleras. 
A few leagues beyond the Hadenda, the valley of CopiapO is di\'ided 
lnto three bunches; the Southern one, Mamnas. has .a long course 
sllrtlng the Cordilleras &: LS inhabited dunng much of its length;-the 
other t ..... o arms e:a(h only have one or two houses. - I entered the one 
called JoIquera, It was very barren &: uninhabited, slept where the:re 
was a httle pasture. 
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IS'" Pursued our course, the valley becoming more fertile; we passed 
only one house. - At midday seeing the va lley ran in a very Northerly 
direction for a long distance, I did not think it worth while to proceed; 
so we turned back & again chose a snug spot to bivouac. - This ravine 
is one of the passes of the Cordilleras. - At night it appea red like an 
approaching rain stonn. We experienced a trifling shock of an Earth­
quake. - We were at a considerable elevation although the ascent from 
the sea is only just perceptible. With a dear sky it froze sharply every 
night. -

19,h Returned down the ravine to las Amolanas. 

20U' Staid there the following day. I found an abundance of petrified 
sheils & wood . It is amusing to find the same subject discussed here as 
formerly amongst the learned of Europe concerning the origin of these 
sheils, i586i whether they really were shells or were thus "born by 
Nature". I At night a stranger came in & asked pennission tosleep there: 
it turned out he had been lost & wandering about for the last 17 days. 
he started from Guasco alto, with baggage mules & servants, expecting 
to find (without a guide) his way in two days to the valley of Co pia po. 
Missing his track he became involved in a labyrinth of mountains & 
co\,ld not escape. Someofhis mules fell over the precipes & if it had not 
been for the good fortune of meeting a herd of c.1ttle he would have 
been obliged to have killed his mules to eat. - They could not fairly 
leave the mountains, on account of not knowing in the more level 
country the few spots where water is found .- 1 mention this as a proof 
of the impracticable nature of the country; It is a constant subject of 
surprise to me, whenever I reflect abou t it, how the Spanish soldiers, 
who at the time of the Conquest marched , & many on foot , from Peru 
to Chili, did ever survive the dangers of these deserts.2 That man)' 
perished is well known, but enough escaped to continue a war with 
numerous tribes of the na tive Indians.-
, Null' in marlPn; 'My g~ncT .. l m~lhod of e:>'l'l .. nallon God mad~ Ih .. m· 
l Nolc in m~rg1n ; ·Ah.· .. ys toollnd,an guides perlon:e' . 

21" RelUrned to the Hadenda of Pvlr~ro 5e<:o, & from there a long days 
ride 10 the town of CopiapO. 

2l>til The lower part of Ihevalley is broarder& near to the town it is a fine 
plain resembling that of Aconcagua or Quillota . - I staid three days 
here with M' Bingley . - CopiapOcovers a considerable spaceof ground, 
each house possessing more or less Garden .ISS71 
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23"'-25" It is however it miserable looking place; I never saw so few 
houses furnished with any comforts. - Every soul appears to be 
endeavouring to make money &: see how soon (&: in thi!lhey are quile 
right) they can leave It. - Every person is more or les! directly con­
cerned with mines-&: mines &: ores are the sole subjects of conversa­
tion. Necessaries of all sorts are very dear. The town being 18 leagues 
from the sea port &: the land carriage so expensive alone would nearly 
cause this. - A Fowl costs from 5 to 6 shillings; the fire wood or rather 
sticks are brought on donkeys from two &: three day! journey in the 
Cordilleras. Meat is nearly as dear as in England &: pasturage for 
Animals a shilling per day; this for South America is wonderfully 
exorbitant . -

26rto 1 hired a Vaqueano &: 8 mules to take me into the Cordilleras by a 
more direct line than last time. As th\! country in this direction was 
utterly desert I took with mea cargo &: halfof Barley &: Straw. Aboullwo 
leagues above the lown, a broad valley called the "Despoblado" or 
uninhabited, branches off from the one by which I descended . This at 
first runs very Northerly. but then proceeds well Easterly &: ends in a 
good pass to the other side. This valley is a , 'ery large one, both of great 
bread th &: depth; it is however quite dry, perhaps with Iheexception of 
a few days during some very rainy winler. The sides of Ihe crumbling 
mountains are but lit lie furrowed with ravines&: the bottom of the main 
vaney level. - No considerable river ever could have poured its waters 
over the bed of shingle, without leaving a channel similar to whatj588 
is found in other valleys. - I feel no doubt as we now see II, so it was left 
by the graduany retiring sea; The dry valleys, me.ntioned by Travellers 
in Peru probably in the greater number of instances owe their present 
form to the same origin.-

We rode till an hour after sunset till we reached a side ravine with a 
small well caned .. Agua-amarga". - The water deserves its name. lor 
besides being saline, it is most offensively putrid &: bitter; I suppose the 
distance is about 25-30 (English) miles from the river of Co pia po; in this 
distance there is not a drop of water &: the country almost dec;erves the 
nameolan absolute desert . Yet it is about half where the Indian houses 
al Punta Gorda are situated. I also noticed in front of some of the small 
side valleys which enter into the main one. two piles of stones a little 
way apart &: in a direction to point up the valley. My companions knew 
nothing about them &: only answered my queries by their ~Quien 
sabe".-
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2'J'1' Set out ea rly in the morning, by midday reached Ihe ravine of 
Paypote, where there is a tiny ri ll of water, a little vegelation on its 
borders & some Algarroba (a Mimosa) trees. On Ihis latter account 
formerly there was a smelting furnace here; we found a solitary man in 
charge of ii, his sole occupation was hunting Guanacoes wilh a pack of 
large dogs.- At night it froze sharply, but we had plenty of firewood 
to make a good fire. 

2aM We continued gradually ascending as we followed the valley; this 
became more contracted & is called near to the Cordilleras Maricongo. 
We sawl5891 during the day some Guanacoes & the track of the Vicuna; 
also a grea t many Fo>.:es; I presume these latter animals prey on the 
small gnawing animals which manage to find sustenanCe, & abou nd in 
the most sterile & dry spots. - The scenery on all sides showed 
desolation brightened & made palpable by a dear, undouded sky. 
Custom excludes the fee ling of sublimity & this being absent, such 
scenery is rather the reverse of interesting. - We bivouacked at the fool 
of the "primera linea" or the first line of the partition of Ihe waters; the 
streams however on the other side d o not fl ow to the Atlantic, but into 
an eleva ted undulating district, in the middle of which there is a large 
Salina Of sa lt-lake. Besides this ridge, there are two others to pass before 
arriving at the descent on the Eastern slope. - The outline of the 
Cordilleras in this part is very tame.- 1 climbed upon foot to very near 
the crest; from the Putul l experienced, t cannot suppose the elevation is 
less than 8000 to 1(01)) ft; There was a good deal of snow, which 
however only remains here in the winter months. The winds in these 
districts obey very regular laws; every day a fresh breeze blows up the 
valley & at night, an hour or two after sunset, the air from the cold 
regions above descends as through a funnel.- This night it blew a gale 
of wind, & the temperature must have been considerably below the 
freezing point, for water in a short time became a block of ice. No 
dothes seemed to oppose any obstacle to '5901 the air; I suffered much 
from Ihe cold , so that I could not sleep, & in the morning rose with my 
body quite dull & benumbed. 

In the Cordillera further Southward people lose their lives from 
snow-storms, here it sometimes happens from another cause. My 
guide, when a boy of fourteen years old, was passing with some others 
the Cordille ra in Ihe month of May, & while in the central parlsa furious 
gale o f wind arose, so that the men could hardly slick on their mules, &: 
stones were flying along the ground; the day was qui te cloudless & not 

c Cambridqe Universitv Press, Reproduced with ermission bv Darwin Online 



1835 JUNE COPIAI'D 343 

a spe<:k of Snow fell, but the temperature was low.- It is probable that 
the thermometer would not have stood very many degrees below the 
freezing point, but the effect on their bodies, ill-protected by clothing.. 
wou ld be in proportion to the rapidity of the current of cold air.- The 
gale lasted for more than a day; the men began to lose all their strength 
& the mules would not move onwards. - My guide's brother tried to 
return but he perishl.'CI & his body was found two years afterwards, 
lying by the side of his mule near the road, with the bridle still in his 
hand. Two other men in the party lost their fingers & toes, & out of two 
hundred mules & thirty cows only fourteen of the former escaped alive. 
Many years ago a large party all perished from a similar cause; but their 
bodies to this day have never been discovered: the union of a cloudless 
sky, low temperature, & a furious gale of wind, I should think must be 
in all pariS of the world an unusual occurrence. 

fune 29'- & 30'. We gladly trilvelled down the valley toour former nights 
lodging; from the thence to near the M Agua amarga", where there is a 
bitter little well. -1591 1 

July I" Reached the valley of Copiap<); the smell of the fresh dover 
was qui te delightful after the scentless air of the dry sterile Despoh­
lado.-

July 21Wi & 3n1 Staid in the town at M' Bingleys house.-

4111 Set out for the Pori, which is called 18 leagues distant. - I slept at a 
cottage beyond the halfway. There is very little cultivation below the 
town; the valley expands & is covered with a wretched coarse kind of 
grass, which scarcely any animal will touch. The soil appears both rich & 
damp; its poorness in productive powers must be owing to the abun­
dance of saline matter; in some spots there are layers several inches 
thick of white & pure Salts, which consist chidly of the Carbonate & 
Sulphate of Soda . The whole line of road is only inhabited in a few 
places.-

5" We reached the port al Noon. - It is a rruserable httle assemblage of 
a few houses, situated at the foot of some sterile plains & hills.- At 
present, from the river reaching the sea they enjoy the advantage of 
fresh water within a mile & a half. - On the beach there were large piles 
of merchandize & the little place had an air of bustle &- activity.- I 
found the Beagle had arrived on the 3'd. _ Capt. Fitz.Roy was not on 
board: at Valparaiso he jOined the Blonde to assist as Pilot in taking off 
the coast of Chili, South of Concepcion, the crew of H.M.5. ChaUenger, 
which had there been wrecked. _ I I felt very glad to be again on board 
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the Beaglt!.- In the evening I gave my "adios" with a hearty goodwill 
to my companion, MarianoGonz.ales, with whom I had ridden so many 
leagues in Chili. -15921 
I In ~ leuer to u10Line D.lrwm, CD wrote: 'When I "achM the port ofCopl<1po. I found 
tl\(' &~gle then', but with Wickham as temporary uptaIn. Shortly aftl'r the Beagle got 
mto Valparaiso. news arri\,('d Ihat H.M.5. Challenger waS lost at Afiluco. &: Ihat Capt 
Seymour a great friend of FItzRoy &: crt'w ,,'1'''' badly off amongst the Indi.lns.- n leold 
Com modo"" In the Blonde was "erysliKl< in his motions. in short afraid of geltingon that 
Iee-shore in wmter; 5OlhalC~pl fitzRoy had to buOy lurn &: it last offered 10801.5 Pilot.­
We heu tNt they N .. e 5Ua:m('d In Sitving nearly all hands. bul Ihat lhe CapUm &: 
Commodore twve Iwd a tremendousqu;orrel; Ihe ronner having hinted some llungabout 
a COUr1·Martlil to the old Commodore for hisslowness. - W ... ,uspect, tNlt sucha taught 
Nlnd. as the uptam .. , has opened the eyn of "" ''''ry one fore &: aft in the 810nde loa mOSI 
surpri'lng degree. WIl eJ<pt"CI the Blonde wiu arn"~ here ma "ery few dayt &: aU are "~ry 
.:unous to hear the news; no cNlnge in state poIitic~ ever cau5t'd in it, tiKle ITlOTf 

conv~fSilllon, that this wondo.>rful quarrel between the Caplain &: the Commodorll ha, 
with U5,-' See Corn5ptmdrnu 1: 458. A dlltailed attOunt of the loss of the QaIl",Sff and 
of hi, 10111 in rt'5oCUing heTCilptain and crew is Slvlln by FitzRoy in N~r",hvt 2: 42&-73. 

6'~ In the middle of the day the Beagle made sail: on the 10th we crossed 
the Tropic of Capricorn: on the 12th in the evening came to an anchor at 
the port of lquique. 

12'~ TIle coast was here formed by a great steep wall of rock about 2000 
feet high; the town containing about a thousand inhabitants, stands on 
a little plain of loose sand at the foot of this barrier. The whole is utterly 
desert; the fine white sand is piled up against the mountains to more 
than a thousand feet high, & neither it nor the rocks produce one single 
plant, In thiscJimatea light shower only falls once in many yea rs; hence 
the ravines are filled up with loose detritus & the whole mountains 
appear crumbling. At this season of the year, a heavy bank of clouds 
parallel to the ocean seldom rises above the wall of coast rocks. - The 
aspect of the place was most gloomy; the little port with its few vessels 
& the small group of wretched houses, seemed overwhelmed & out of 
all proportion with the rest of the scene. - The inhabitants live like 
those on boord a ship, everything comes from a distance. The water is 
brought from Pisagua, about 40 miles off, in boots, & is sold at 9 Ria les l 

an eighteen gallon cask. -a wine-bottle full cost 34. - In a like manner 
firewood & of cou rse every article of food is imported. The latter Chiefly 
from Arica where there is a stream & fertile valley. - Of course very few 
animals can l5931 be maintained in such a p lace; I with difficulty hired for 
the morning two mules & a guide to go to the Saltpetre works. ~ These 
are the present support of Iquique; during one year the value of 100 
thousa nd pounds sterling was exported to France & England. It is 
however of much less value than true Saltpetre, this being the Ni trate 
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of Soda, mixed with some common 5.11t. Formerly there were two 
exceedingly rich silver mining districts; at the present day they produce 
little.-

Our arrival in the offing caused some liule apprehension; Peru is al 
present in a complete stale of Anarchy; &: each party having demanded 
a contribution, the poor town of Iquique was in tribulation, thinking 
that the evil hour was come. - They also have their domestic troubles; 
three French carpenters during one night broke open &: robbed two 
Churches; subsequently from intimidation one confessed &: Ihe plate 
was recovered . The two convicts were sent to Arequipa (200 leagues 
distant) for punishment, but the chief man there thought it a pity to 
shoot such useful workmen who could make aU sorts of furniture , &: 
they were pardoned. - Things being in this state, the Churches were 
again broken open &: the plate stolen; but this second time no traces can 
bediscovered (some suspect the Cura!); the inhabitants were dreadfully 
enraged &: dcclnring none but hereticks would Heat God AlmightyH, 
proceeded to torture some Englishmen, with the intention of after­
wards shooting them. At last Ihel5941 authorities interfered &: peace 
was established . 
1 Note in margin; 4'.6". 
INote in margin '['aid 4£SterlinR. Mention this amount' . 

13!~ In the morning f started for the Saltpetre works, a distance of 14 
leagues. - Our ascent by a zig-zag sandy track up the steep coost line of 
mountain (1900 ft . Barom:) was very tedious. - We soon came in view 
of the Minerales of Guantajaya &: S. Rosa: These two small villages are 
placed at thc very mouths of the mines; if Iquique had a desolate 
appearance, these perched up on a hill had a still more unnatural air.­
We did not reach Ihe Saltpetre works till after sunset; Ihe road crossed 
an undul.1ting country; a complete &: utter desert . The rood was 
strewed over with the bones and skins of dead Mules &: Jackasses: what 
ITavellers have rather strongly written about the numbers in the Cordill­
era passes, is here actually verifyed. - Excepting the Vultur aura, 
which feeds on the Carcases, 1 saw neither bird, quadruped, reptile, or 
insect. On theco.lst mountains at about 2000 fl elevation, the bare sand 
was in places strewed over with an unattached greenish Uchen, in form 
like those which grow on old stumps: this in a few spots was suffidently 
abundant to tinge the sand when secn from a lillie dis tance, of a 
yellowish color. I also saw another minute species of Lichen on the old 
bones. And where the first kind was lying, there were in the clefts of the 
rocks a frw Cacti . These are supported by the dense clouds which 
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generally rest on the land at this height. Excepting these. I saw no 
onel5951 plant. - This is the first true desart I have ever seen; the effect 
on me was not impressive, J believe owing to having been weaned l to 
such a country whilst travelling from Coquimbo to Copiapb. - In 
common language. the Traversia between Guasco& the latter place isa 
frightful desart; however in truth few spots 200 yt' square could be 
found without any vestige of vegetation. - Thiscountry is very remark· 
able by being in the greater part covered by a thick crust of Salt & 
saliferous Sandstone. The 5."111 is white. very hard, &compact, it OCClJ rs 
in water worn nodules. which project out of the soft sandstone. - The 
appearance of the mountains & valleys is that of the /llst remains of 
snow before all is thawed away: Many of the Strata contain Salt, this I 
suppose to have been washed out, & subsequently infiltering amongst 
the superficial sand is rehardened. The quantity is immense & it offen 
an incon testible proof of the dryness of the climate. At night I slept at 
the house of anl owner of one of the Saltpdre works.-
l~ word 'weaned' is undertinN in Jl""I'Io:1I. and I note in 1M margin , prob.bly In 

Hensleigh Wtodgwood'sh.:lnd, runs; 'We~nfronr not /o-a f.dse met~ph.or' 
I Above the word 'an', '/Mr 11 penCilled , 

14'~ The country is here equally unproductive. They have a well (36 
yards deep) from which some bi tler 5.1ltish water is p rocured, & 
firewood at twelve miles distance, Nearer to the main Cordillera there 
are some few little villages, such as Tarapaca, where haVing more water 
the inhabitants are enabled to irrigate a little land, & produce hay on 
which the mules & Jackasses employed in carrying the Saltpetre fero,­
The ownerl5961 complained much of the heavy expences. The Nitrate 
of Soda, purified by solution in boiling water, is sold at the Ships side ilt 
14 shillings the 100 pounds.- The mine consists of a thick (2-3 ft) hard 
layer of tolerably pure Salt, which is almost on the surface of the Land. 
The stratum follows the margin of a grand basin or plain which 
manifestly has once been either a lake or inland sea.- The present 
elevation is 3300 ft. - In my return I made a round by the famous 
Mineral of Guantajaya; the village entirely consists of the fami lies of the 
miners; the place is utterly destitute, water is brought by animals from 
about 30 miles. - At present the mines produce scarcely anything; they 
have formerly been worked to a great extent; one having a depth of 400 
yards. Masses, very many pounds weights, of Silver have been 
extracted, so pure as to require no process but running them down Into 
OOn. - We reached Iquique after su nset & I went on board, when the 
Beagle weighed her anchor for lima. - I am very glad we have seen this 

(?) Cambndoe Unlver"ltv Pre"" Reproduced WIth permission bv DarwIn Online 



t835 JULY LIMA 347 

place, I understand it a complete Iype of the greater part of the coast of 
Peru.-

I~ In the night anchon.>d In the outer part of the harbor ofCallao.- Our 
passage was a short one o ..... ing to the steady trade ..... ind; Rolling 
steadily on ..... ards with our studding sails on each side, J was reminded 
of the Atlantic. - But there is a great difference in the interest of the two 
pas5.1ges.I5971 In the Jailer there is an ever varying & beautiful sky; the 
brilliant day is relievt.'CI by a cool refreshing evening & the cloudless sky 
is glorious.- The ocean teems ..... ith life, no one can watch the Flying­
fish , Dolphin & IJorpoises without p leasure. At night in the clea r 
Heavens, the Europ.~an traveller views the new Constellations which 
fore tell the new countries to which the good ship is onward driving. ­
Here in the I)acifick, although the water is never agi tated by storms, it 
never is quiet, but feels through the unbroken continuity the violence 
which reigns In the South. Now, in the winter, a ileavy dull bank of 
douds intercepts during sucxessive days even a glimpse of the sun. ­
The temperature is by no means wann; in approaching these low 
latitudes I did not ellperience that delidous mildness, which is known 
for a few days in the Spring of England, or in firs t entering the Tropics 
in the Atlantic. 

2(1· During our whole stay the dima te was ra r from pleasant; the 
ceaseless gloom which hangs over the coontry woo ld render any 
landscape uninteresting. During 16 days I have only had one view of 
the Cordillera .. Ix-hind lima, ..... hich seen in stages through the openings 
of the clouds, bore a very grand aspecl.- It is prrn.wbiDf that rain never 
ralls in this P.lTt of Peru; yelthis is not correct, during nearly every day 
there is a thick driule or Scotch mist which is sufficient to make Ihe 
streets muddy & ones clolhese very damp. People are generally pleased 
to call this Peruvian dew. That much water does not fall is very 
manifest; the houses are covered with fla t roofs, composed of hardened 
mud;I5981 on the mole ship-loads of wheat are piled up &: thus kept for 
months without any cover. Lastly, the country is qui te sterile, ellcepting 
where irrigated . The valley of the Rimac, however, wears as green a 
clothing as those in central Chili. - I cannot say thai I like what I have 
seen of Peru; in summer it is said that Ihe Climate is much pleasantcr; 
at all seasons of the year both inhabitants & foreigners suffer much from 
atlacksof Aguc.- I 

No slate in S. America, since the declaration of Ihe Independence, 
has suffered more from Anarchy than Peru : at present there are four 
chiefs in arms for supreme government. If one should sucxeed in 
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becoming very powerful, the others for a time coalesce against him, bu t 
afterwards are again disunited. The other day at the Anniversary of the 
Independence, high mass was performed, the President partaking of 
the Sacrament; during the "T~ ['kurt! lDudDmus" instead of each regiment 
displaying the Peruvian flag. a black one with death's head was 
unfurled . Imagine what a government, when such a scene cou ld be 
ordered on such an occasion to be typical of their determination of 
fighting to death!- This state of affairs has happened very unfortu­
nately for me, as I am p recluded from making any excursions beyond 
the limits of the Towns.- The barren lsd of S. Lorenzo1 which forms 
the harbor is nearly the only secu re walk.- I climbed one day to the 
highest pa rt , nearly 1200 ft high. This is within the limit of the region of 
Clouds at this season.i599i I there met with half a dozen different kinds 
of plants & an abundance of Cryptogamic vegetation; on the hills near 
Lima, at a little greater elevation, the ground is carpeted with moss & 
there are some beautiful yellow lilies called Amancaes. This shows a 
much greater humidity than in a corresponding situation at Iquique. 
Gradually travelling Northward, the climate becomes damper, & at 
Guyaquil there are luxuriant forests.- l 

Callao is a most miserable filthy , ill built, small sea-port; the inhabit­
ants both here & at Lima prescnt ('very imaginable shade of mixture 
between Europrean, Negro & Indian blood. They appear a depraved, 
drunken set. The very atmosphere was loaded with foul smells; & that 
peculiar kind which can be perceived in nearly all towns within the 
Tropics was very strong. The Fortress which withstood L Cochranes 
long siege, appears very imposing; the president is to-morrow going to 
dismantle it; he has not an officer to whom he could trust so important 
a charge. He himself obtained his prescnt rank by being Governor & 
mutinying against the former president. - Callao being such as it is & 
Lima 7 mites distant, this is a disagreeable /place] to lie in a Ship; at 
present there are no means to take exercise. A short time since, M' 
Wilson the Consul general. - Lord E. Clinton & a Frenchman were 
riding & were attacked by a party of Soldier-robbers, who plundered 
them so completely, that they returned nakt!d, excepting their drilw­
ers. - The robbers were actuated by warm Patriolism;i600, They waved 
the Peruvian banner & intermingled Cl'ys of "Viva 101 Patria"; "give me 
your jacket". "Libertad libertad" with "Off with yuur trowsers". -

1 ~ot" In m.lrgtn 'Common 10 CWSI of p.Klrld. - ~I myslt'l1OU$ - S. ).igo. ~1a~SOI 
""'ailhy-Nol qu.nllly of ,·t'getation -Stagnant moostu!'t" 
'II ... ·II~ of Ihl~ Island 11\;)1 CO wrott'; ·t .... IIS much int~N'Slrd by finding t'mbt'dded. 
togelht'r .... uh r't'«'S of se~·wl!'ed In the "",not shells, In tht'flghty·fh-e foot bt'd, '" bit of 
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((If/OII-/n ... , plaited ruJh, .. nd 1M IW'~ of .. $Wk ollndi&n rom Thll (.ACt, coupIM wnh 
anothfl, ~' hich wUI b. IMfltionN, prove IthlT\k thumwntof ~ty.fiV1l' {fft ~.bOn 
eirw:e m.o.n mn.biled thl. put of Pft'U ' See /01<""" 11{ ~J'dw pp 451-2 Not only ~u 
thg W orlin! recorded hndanS of ~ 01 m.w: .. al lUdIa .. r.i_ 0u0:I:I0 BonaVlol In 
IMGmk""'. Corponcion FlnUOOII'ra dOl' OesanoIIoS. A CofiM, l.iIN. 1982. pp. J8.S-II), 
but lhOI' fan Ilwl COdon root nwnbon the ~oI<.'11'n1lNQ ... gHU Ilwl lhOI' .. r. wu 
.. ~_. and I~tlwllts""""-atton to8Sfeet .. boV1I'_ 1II'V1I'I1wtu.km~ 
WIthin .. pmod oItM onIII'r ol2S00 yn.,. 
'Nott in m.o.rsUt 'Ch.1n8t' IUddtn' 

29"- Augllst 3M' I too).. a place in a coach which runs twice every day to 
uma &; spent five very pleasant days there. There is so much hospitabty 
in these counlnes &: the conversation of intelligent people In a new &: 
foreign piKe cannot fail to be interesting. Moreover a residence of some 
years in contact with the polite &: formal Spaniards certamly improves 
the manneT5 of the Enghsh merchants. - I found the Consul General. 
M' Wilson, most exceedingly obliging: having been Aid de Camp to 
Bolivar he has travelled OVE'r much of S. America &; knows its inhabit­
ants right well,-

Uma stands on a small platn fonned during the gradual retreat of the 
seai out of II rise barren steep hills like Islands. -I II is irrigah.>d by two 
streams, the valleys of which rapidly contract &: are hidden between the 
headlands of Ihe fi rst Cordilleras. The plain is divid ed into large green 
fie lds divided by straight mudwaliSi there are very few trees e)(cepting 
some willows &: fruit trees. By the presence of a.n occasional cluster of 
Banana plants &; Orange trees only does the landscape partake of a 
Tropical character, The city ofUma is now in a wretch~ state of decay; 
the streets are nearly unpaved &: in all directions heaps of filth are piled 
up. - Amongst these the Gallinazoes. tame as Poultry, iOOt are picking 
up bits of Camon. There IS little air of business; there are few Carriages, 
carts or even Cargo-Mules in the streets.- The houses have generally 
an Irregular upper story, built on account of the Earthquakes of 
plastered wood-work; some or the old-houses now used by several 
umilies are Immensely large &: would rival in the suites of Apartments 
the most magruficent in London_ Uma must indCfl:! formerly have been 
a splendid. but small city; the extraorclinary number of churches give to 
it, eSpecially when seen from a short distance, a character quite distinct 
from the generality of towns. 

There are two things in Uma, which aU Travellers havedlSCUssed; the 
ladles -tlpadas". or concealed in the saya y Manti, & milt aUed 
Chtlimoya.1 To my mind the fonner is as beautiful as the latter is 
delicious. The close elastic gown fits the figure closely & obliges the 
ladies to walk with small steps which they do very elegantly &: display 
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very white silk stockings & very pretty feet. - They wear a black sill 
veil, which is fl).ed round the waist behind. is brought over the head. & 
held by the hands before the face . allowing only one eye to remain 
uncovered . - But then that one eye is 50 blacl & brilliant & has such 
powers of motion & expression. that its effect is very powerful.­
Altogether the ladies are so metamorphiscd; that I at first felt as much 
surprised , as if J had been introduced amongst a number of nicel6021 
round mermaids, or any other such beautiful animal. And certainly 
they are better worth looking at than all the chu rches & buildings in 
Lima. - Secondly for the Chlhmoya, whKh is a very dehcious fruit, but 
the navour is about as diffKult to describe. as it would be toa Blind man 
some particular shade of colour; it is neither a nutritive fruit like the 
Banana, or a crude fruit like the Apple, or refreshing fruit like Ihe 
Orange or Peach, bul il is a vcry good & large fruil & Ihat is alii ha\'e 10 

say about It . -

I Note In ""''"R'n 'Whal lillt-g15CO lefl IdkJl' 
l~ ""itrrrolour by Syms Covington t.bclJed 'Wal"on8 Drfts of tM Frmalt'S of LIIN', 

reproduCfllln Btwgk R.M7rrI p. 2)9, " 'hoch l'IlrTnporods f'Udl y with CD', descnption of 
the iAdln COI"ICHllllji] an but one eyr bf'nrath their "",nhlLa "J"he chilimoya is " ...... 
dim"., the Pe-ruV'Uln custard apple 

!1~-Srplelll""r . H.M.5. Blonde arrived with Capt. FitzRoy on bo..1rd; he 
subsequently during the Beagle stay resided in Lima . - The country 
has continued in the same state of mis--rule; even the road between 
Luna & Callao has been infested with gangs of mounled robbers.-ln 
consequence I have staid qUietly on board . My occupation has been 
wriling up Geological notes about Chili. - if the time had not been 
robbed either from England or the Pacifick it would have been pleasant; 
the consciousness of this, gave a longing 10 procecd.- I paid Lima two 
short visits; one day I went out with some Merchants, who have a few 
dogs to hunt deer with.- Our sport was very poor; but I had an 
opportunity of seeing the remains of one of the very numerous old 
Indian villages, with its hill· like mound in the centre. - The ruins in this 
plain of houses, enclosures, imgatmg streams 60J & burial mounds, 
give one a high idea of the ancienl population. - When the Earthem 
ware is considered; the woollen clothes, the utensils, of elegant forms 
cut out of the hardest rocks, the tools of Copper & ornaments of the 
precious metals, it is clear they were considerably advan~ in civiliza· 
tion.- The burial mounds (called "Huacas") are really stupendous 
works; In some places. however. a natural hill appears only to be 
artificially encased & modelJed . - Another & very different class of 
ruins possesses some interest, namely those of old Callao, which was 
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destroyed by the great Earthqua ke of 1747. - The state of ruin is much 
more complete than tha t of Concepcion; quantities of shingle almost 
conceal the foundatio ns of the walls. It is believed the Land at the time 
subsided: I fou nd some curious geological facts, wh ich areon[y explica­
ble by a simi lar movement but at a very remole period, when the 
country stood at a less elevation by 100 ft &- yet was inhabited by 
Indians.-l I do not thi nk there is any place which the Beagle has 
visited, of which I have seen so litt[e; so [ will wri te no more.-
' In Juurnal of Rt5nI.rlr~ p. 452, CD wrole: 'Ilm bed with fossil carthfnwdre ocrurrin8 at 
about thf w.nw altitude ",111 the ter'l'a<:O:' at San Lorenzo, COTIfirms the supposed amount 
of elev~rion within the human period.' 

Seplember 6'~ The little schooner "Constitution" in which Mr Sulivan 
surveyed North coast of Chili has been bought of the Capt. for Govern­
ment. _1 MA Usborne &- Forsyth are left in her to survey the coast of 
Peru &- afterwards return in a merchant vessel to England. 
'FitzKoy wrolc: 'UeUlenant Suii"an brouJ9lllus little ves,...,1 saftoiy to an anchor ......,ar the 
Be~gJe on the 30th [Julyl. ha\'ing ~ccomplj~h .. -,d hi5 survey in a very ~Iisfaetory manner. 
So well dId he speak of th~ COll5tilucion, as a handy craft and good sea boat, and i\O 

culTl'Ctly did his own work in her apped! 10 have been e~t'CUted, that afler some day~' 
oonsideration I decided to buy her, and at once set on foot an examiNoon of the roast of 
Peru. simdartothat which MrSuli\an had completed of thecoost of Chile. DonFr.Jncisro 
Va!ICUl'ian had au thorized the sale of his ,,<'Ssel at C~lIao: she w~s purchased by me for 
(400, and imml'diiltely fi"l'd out afresh.' See Na,TIlltV<t 2: 482-3. BUI once ~gain Ihis 
generous and dislntemted outlay of Ius own fund, in furtheran~ of his mISsion was 
undertaken Wltnoul obt.:l1ning pnor pemussion from Ihe Adnur.Jlty. and once agaIn he 
"'M ~ .... arded only Wllh ~n offic:ial reprimand. The Minuln wntten across his letter 10 
their L.ordshi~ informing them of tus action refer 10 'former pa~ forbidding him to 
hire a lender', and sta le: 'Inform C.p!. Fib;Roy that Lords high ly disapprove of this 
pl'OCl!'t.'ding. especially aft .. r the ordE'T1l which he previously received on Ihe 5Ubjeet.' 
Neverthl'ltoH the Hydrogr .. pher. Sir F. Beaufort, acknowledges that the subsidiary cr~ft 
.... iII m.ltenally aSSIst the sun·ey. See Nlm".lly RLrords. Rl'Cord Office, ADMlII384B. 

7'~ The Beagle sailed for the Galapagos: 

75111 on the 15'h she was employed in surveying the ou ter coast of 
Chatham Isd l the S. Eastern one of the Archipelago.!604! 
'The S~nish n~meufCh.IIlham Isl.ond no .... used is Isla San Crislob.tl. 

16'~ The next day we ran near Hoods Isdl & there left a Whale boat. _ In 
the evening the Yawl was aJso sent away on a surveyingcruize of some 
length.- The weather, now &- during the passage, has continued ason 
the coast of Peru , a steady, gentle breeze of wind &- gloomy sky. - We 
landed foran hour on the NW end of Cha tham ISd._ These islands at a 
distance have a sloping uniform outline, excepting where broken by 
sundry paps & hillocks.- The whole is black Lava, complrtelycovered 
by small leafless brushwood & low trees. - The fragments of Lava 
where most porous are reddish &- like cinders; the stunted trees show 
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Chart of the Galapagos Islands (from part of a map in Narratillf' 1). 

little signs of life.- The black rocks heated by the rays of the Vertical 
sun like a stove, give to the air a close & sul try feeling. The plants also 
smell unpleasantly. The country was compared to what we might 
imagine the cultivated parts of the Infernal regions to be. _ 2 

This day, we now being only 40 miles from the Equator, has been the 
first warm one; up to this time all on board have worn doth dothese; & 
although no one would complain of cold, still less would they of too 
much wannth. - The case would be very different if we were cruizing 
on the Atlantic side of the Continent. 
, Now islJ Espafiola. 
lin a letter 10 Carohne Darwin from Lima, CD had written' 'I am very anxious for lhe 
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Galap"~ lslands,-I think both Ihe GMlogy" Zoology cann<)l fa,l to be "ery interl'!tt· 
ing -' And .11'10 from lim ... he wrote It> W 0 Fo~ , '11001< fooo.'ard 10 Ihc Catlpag05, w,Ih 
more 'ntcr~"han any other p<>TI of the 1l000.Ige - They abound w,lh ac:m'e Voleanocs" 
I should hope contam Terri.ory st rala _' 5ft C~fIOIIdt'n<' .. I, 458 and 460. In 1M E','E'nt , 
he saw few .... mph.>, of curn'flll)' Kll'~ 1l0kal\Ol'!t in IhE' Galap<lg05, and ,I ,",'as the 
zoology 01 !he 'sYoos tho! pl'O\'~ to be of ge.IHt intell.'St 

J". The Beagle was moved into St Stephens harbor, We found there an 
American Whaler &. we previously had seen two at Hoods Island.-
605 The Bay swannl,.'-d with animals; Fish, Shark &. Turtles were 
popping their heads up in all parts, Fishing lines were soon put 
overboard &. great numbers of fine fish 2 &. e\'en 3 ft long were caught, 
This sport makes all hands very merry; loud laughter &. the heavy 
flapping of the fish arc heard on every side. - After dinner a party went 
on shore to Iry to catch Tortoises, bul were unsuccessful, - These 
islandsappcar paradises for the whole family of Reptiles, Besides thrc-c 
kinds of Turtles, Ihe Tortoise is so abundan t; thai lal si ngle Ship's 
company here caughl from 5{X)-8()() In a short time. - The black Lava 
rocks on the beach are frequented by large (2-3 ft) most disgusting, 
clumsy Lizards. They are as black as the porous rocks over which Ihey 
crawl &. seck their prey from the Sea. - Somebody calls them "imps of 
darkness", - They assuredly well become the land they inhabit,­
When on shore I proceeded to botilnize &. obtained IOdifferenl Oowers; 
but such inSignificant, ugly lillie flowers , as would better become an 
Arctic, than a Tropical counlry.- The birds are Strangers to Man &. 

think him as innocent as their countrymen the huge Tortoises. l Little 
birds within 3 &. four ft..>ct, qUietly hopped ahoutthe Bushes &. were not 
frightened by stones being thrown at them, M' King 1606!killed one 
wilh his hat &. I pushed off a branch with the end of my gun a large 
Hawk.-

'In Down House Notebook 1 17, CD wrote ~ aftE" a,m,ng ~t the Gilap.op' 'The 
TlIf'nca I't'!)' toIme " CUnQUJ tn tlwH bl.Jnd~ I certa1l'lly recogmSE' S. ArMnc.it in 
Om,thol~y. Would ~ botolnist? 314 01 plants ,n flowE'r.· 5«- CDgllli IN Voyo'gt' P 247. 

JB'h Again we moved our Anchorage & again after dinner took a long 
walk, - We ascended Ihe broken remains of a low but broard crater, 
The Volcano had been sub-manne-the strata which dipped away on 
all sides were composed of hard Sandstones composed of Volcanic 
dust. A few league'! to the North a broken country was studded with 
small black cones; the ancient chimneys for Ihe subterranean melted 
fluids , - The hunting party brought back 15 Tortoises: most of them 
very heavy &. large. One weighed Ibs._ 1 

'The ~p.ocE' lefl for mllng in thE' weight of !hl' tor!OJ~ ",.Nllns blonk. 
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79111 & 2~ During these two days surveyed the seaward coast of the Isd 
&: returned to an anchor where we had found the Whaler. - At one 
point there were little rills of water, &: one smallcascade.- The valleys 
in the neighbourhead were coloured a somewhat brighter grl't.'n.­
Upon first arriving 1 described the land as covered with leafless 
brushwood; &: such certainly is the ol'1N!arallct.'. I believe however "Imost 
every plant or tree is now both in flower &: its leaf.- But the most 
pTevalent kinds aTe ornamented with bu t very few & these of a brown 
color. 

21 " My servant & self were landed a few miles to the NE in order that I 
might examine the district mentioned above as resembling607j chim­
ney. The comparison would have been more exact if I had said the Iron 
furnaces ncar Wol\,erhampton. - From onc point of view I counted 60 
of these truncated hillocks, which are only from 50 to 100 ft above the 
plain of La\'a.- The age of the various streams is distinctly marked by 
the presence & absence of Vegetation; in the latter & more modern 
nothing can be imagined more rough &: horrid. - Such a surface has 
been aptly compared toa sea petrified in its most boisterous moments. 
No sea however presents such Lrregular undulations,-nor such deep 
&: long chasms. The craters are all entirely inert; consisting indeed of 
nothing more than a ring of Onders. - There are largedrcular pits, from 
30 to 80 ft deep; which might be mistaken for Craters, but are in reality 
formed by the subsidence of the roofs of great caverns, which probably 
w(Ore produced by a volume of gaz at the time when the lava was 
liquid . - The scene was to me novel & full of interest; it is always 
delightful to behold anything which has been long familiar, but only by 
description. - In my walk I met two very largeTortolses{drcumference 
of shell about 7 ft). One was eating a Cactus &: then quietly walked 
away. - The other gave a deep & loud hiss & then drew back his 
head. - They were so heavy, I could scarcely lift l608 j them off the 
ground. - Surrou nded by the black lava, the lea ness sh rubs & large 
Cacti, they apJX'ared most old-fashioned antediluvian animals; or 
rather inhabitants of some other planet.-

ZZ~ We slept on the sand-beach, &: in the morning after having collected 
many new plants, birds, shells &: lO§('CtS, we returned in the evening on 
boord.- This day was glowing hot, &: was the first when ourdoscness 
to the Equator was very sensible.-

23'd & 24'~ Crossed over&: came toan anchor at Charles Island . _L Here 
there isa settlement of only five t06yearsstanding. An Englishman Mr 
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Lawson l is now actIng as Governor. - By chance he came down \0 visit 
a Whaling Vessel &. in the morning accompanied us to Ihe Settlement.-
1 Now 15W nore .... 
l Mr Nl(hoLo~ 0 t... ... 5<)n .. ;o~;on t:ngh~h""'n ~''''g tlw l<epublic of th~ &ju.tor. or 
Ecuoldor 

25'" This is siluated nearly in the ct!ntre of Ihe Island , aboul4 & i miles 
inland, &. elevated perhaps 1000 ft above the sea. - The first part of the 
rood pa5S(.'<i through a thicket of nearly leafless underwood as in 
Chatham Isd._ The dry Volcamc soil affording a congenial habitation 
only to the Lizard tribe. - The wood gradually becomes greener during 
the ascent. - PaSSing round the side of the highest hill; the body is 
cooled by the fine Southerly trade wind & tht! eye refreshed by a plam 
green as England in the Spring lime. - Out of Ihe ..... ood extensive 
patchesl6091 ha ve been cleared, in which sweet Potatoes (convolvulus 
Batata) &. PlanlalllS grow with luxuriance.- Ihe houses art! scattered 
over the cultivated ground &. fonn Whill in Chili ..... ould be called a 
" Pueblo".- Since leaVing Brazil we have nOI ~n so Tropical a 
L.mdscapc, bul there is a great deficiency in the absence of the lofty, 
various &. all·beautiful trees of that cuuntry.- It will not eaSily be 
imagined , ho ..... pleasant Ihe change was from Peru &- Northern Chili, in 
walking in Ihe pathways 10 find black mlill &- on the Irees tosee mosses, 
ferns &. Lichens &. Parasitical plants adha!ring. - O ..... ing to an unusual 
quantity o f r,l in atlhis time of year, [suspecl ..... e havcseen the Island at 
its full advantage . - I suspecl this the more frum meeting with singu­
larl), few insects of any of the urders.- If such luxuriance is constant 
(his scarcity of its universal concomitants is very remarkable . - The 
inhabitants arc in number 200-3(X): nearly all are people of color &­
banished for Political CTlmes from Ihe siale uf the Equator (QUIlO &­
Guyaquil &.c) to which this Archipelago belongs. - It appears the 
people are far from contented ; they complain, here as in Chiloc, of the 
defidenc), of moncy: I presume there is !>Orne more essential want than 
thai of mere Currency, namely want of sale of thetr produce.- This of 
course wilt gradually be amelioratcd.-alrcad) on an a\'crage,16101 in 
the year ~70 Whahng vessels call for provisions &. refreshment . - The 
main evil under which these islands suffer is the scamtyof water. - In 
"er)' few pian'S streams reach the beach so as to afford fadlitics for Ihe 
watering of Shipping. Every where the porous nature of the Volcanic 
rod.s has a tendency lu absorb without again throwing up the little 
water which fall s III thecourseofthe)'ear. - At theScttlement Iherean! 
sever.1l springs &- small pools, three or four of ..... hich art! said nt!'.'er to 

c Cambridqe Universitv Press. Reproduced with permission bv Darwin Online 



356 GALAPAGOS [5DS SEPTEMBER 11135 

fail. - Generally the islands in the Pacifick are subjI.'Ct to years of 
drought &; subsequent scarcity; I should be afraid this group will not 
afford an exception.- The inhabitants here lead a sort of Robinson 
Crusoe life; the houses are very simple, built of poles &; thatched with 
grass. - Part of their time is employed in hunting the wild pigs &: goats 
with which the woods abound; from the climate, agriculture rL"quires 
but a small portion.- The main article however of animal food is the 
Terrapin or Tnrtni<>e: such numbers yet remain that it is calculated two 
days hunting will find food for the other fi\·e in the ..... eek.- Of course 
the numbers have been much reduced; not many years since Ihe Ship·s 
company of a Frigate brought do ..... n to the Beach in one day more than 
2OO.-where6111 the settlement now is, around the Springs. they 
formerly swa rmed. - M' Lawson thinks there is yet left sufficient fo r 20 
years: he has however sent a party to Jame'sl Island to salt (there isa Salt 
mine there) the meat. - Some of the animals arc there sovery large, that 
upwards of200£b' of meat have been procun..od from one. -M' Lawson 
rcccollect having seen a Terrapin which 6 men could scarcely lift &: two 
could not turn over on its back. These imme nse creatures must be \'ery 
old, in the year 1830 one was caught (which required 6 men to lift it into 
the boat) which had various daws c.lrved on its shells; one was 1786. ­
The only reason ..... hy it was not al that time carried away must have 
oc-en, that it was too big for two men to manage. - The Whalers always 
send away their men in pa irs to hunt.-

I J,)me<; IS ltw 00Imt" ~htt In UH'. 1M 5p.11T>1,h .. l1rm.lh\l~ beIng 5.anl!.lguor SoIn 5.lh·..kw. 

26'" & lr· [industriously collected all the animals, plants. insects &: 
reptiles from this Island.- It will be very interesting to find from future 
comparison to what district or "centre of creation·' the organized bemgs 
of this archipelago must be attached._ l 

J ascended the highest hill on the lSd, 2<XXI ft.- it was covered in its 
upper part ..... ith coarse grass &: Shrubs.- The remains of an old Crater 
were very evident; small as Ihe whole island is, I counted 39 conical 
hills, 10 the summit of all of which there was a more or less perfect 
circu lar depression.1612. It is long since thc Lava streams which fo rm 
the lower parts of the Island flowed from any o f these Craters: Hence 
we have a smoother surface, a more abundant soil, &: more fertile 
vegetation.- It is probable thai much of the Lava is o f subaqueous 
ongm -

In .. 1f"1t("f to Hms\o .. from Sydney wnllrn fou. month t.ol". CD sold ·1 List .. "tOtf 10 
vuu from l.tnuI. slna wNch IHn~ I h.rr\~ done d.sgracpfuttv hllte In NOli HIstory; orral,," 
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I JhoWd ... y ~ 1M Gtbpilp Isbnd~, .. hrre I workN turd. _ Amortpt othtr ltunp. 
I C'OIJ«Mod e\'t'I')' pl.Inl, ",.1\Ich lrould _ in Bo",," .• .ull wu thr ~n8Kuon I hope 
my ~ ..... y ~of iIOIne Inlt'~t to you.- I wl1 tit' wry cunou.IO know wlwtlwr 
the Flora belong, 10Anwnc •. oris pPCUhu, I pilid ... bomuch .tt ... ntion tOlhe 8mb, which 
I "-'Jp«Ia ... ,'~curiou" -' SeeCorrNpOn4nIu 1: -&85. 

uter. ""hm CO wafrompletln8lUt(lft\lt~ nota!lOlnt' hlllt'brtWft'n nud·June 
and August 1836, M "'~ 'Jhmno (Munu. 'IhmI:a) ~ buds ~ do5dy anled In 

appt.ran~ to the ~OC"a oi OIile. They a ... hl .... ly, InqU!Slt'I·t' • .ellIe, non foist. f~ut'nt 
~ to J"Cl tht' rnt'at of tht' tor1oi!lt' ",lIkh IS hunf! up,-5tnll t~nobly weH,-arc! MId 
10 buUd a simplt' opt'n nest. -~1'1! 1'1''1 tam .... a ch.1racter in common wUh OIher birds, I 

im.agine-d. oown .... r. lIS I1OCI! or cry ""oIf r.lhO'r d,fftrc!nt from the TheI'lC. of 0I11e-1 An 
"n)' abu.ndaru 0'0.t'. the ",.hoIt' IW.nd. anduri1y _ptld up inlOIM hI"". damp.,..m 
byttwhou~.~ pound.' 

'I h.wl! ~ from four of tM ""8<"1' IslaNb; 1M sptamn\l from ChaIh.1m " 
Albemarle I~. appear to be th ... ",me, but Ihe OtM' two art' d,lferc!nl In l'iK;h Isd. each 
kind I, t"el usivl'ly found, hllbilsof all.re indishnguW..ble: 

'When I reroUect 1M IXI. that from the form oflfwo body, sh.1pt'of"alts& gerwral SIlt', 
ttw S.,..n1olnH can II once pronounce from wluch I~ lIny torIOIM' m.ay hlI"e tifton 
brought. - ",hen I WI' Ihne Isbnd. In """1 of Neh ottw-r and ~ of bula scanty 
stock of .",mal" teNntrd by thew bmh but 5J.l".,lly d,lfenng in 51n>ct\J"," filltnK th ... 
!lame pl,)cto in Natu",. I muSI susp«Ilht'y iI'" only .... miles. The only lAC! 011 sImilar kind 
01 ... hkh 111m awol", If 1M (OIUlolnt aHl'~ d,f,",,~ bet"'·t'I!fI ttw .... oIf·IIke FO'l of Easl 
6: Wnt F ... Uand I~I. - If there ilIltw slIghtest IouncUloon for U-mNrk$, lhe Zoology 
01 Arch,pelagoes "'011 ~ .. ell "'"OI1h eunumfl8.. fur auch facts ","OUid undnmJrw the 
S1~bohty 01 species 5ft Nora Rlrlow. ·O'U"'.,n'. Om,thulog>al r-.:OI"'. B"IIr1," q( ,''' 
Bnlld! ,\1,,>1',,'" (N~I" .. 111r5Iary). HJ<lonrtl/ Sm'f, 2: 201-18, 1963; and F. J. SUllo ..... y. 
'Darwin's Conv~lon The EWglt Voyaflt' and It, Aftc-nnatll'. I/J~mlll of lilt HrMary q( 
B'"'-'n, tS:325-96.I982 

The flfSlltunny 04 doubt about the immufabd,ty of sp«iH h.ad nmntly 5-lr\ICk. tum 
by-' 

28" Steered towilrds the Southern end of Albermale lsd,t which was 
surveyed. 

'TheC<WTed spt'lltn5 is Albrmarit'. and 1M tsland" now lno",,, as Iwbc-l.1t 

29'" Anchored at Noon in a sma ll cove beneath the highest &. boldest 
land which we have yet seen.- The Volcanic origin of all is but too 
plainly evident: Passed a point studded. over with little truncated cones 
or Spiracles as some Author calls Ihem; the Craters were very perfect &. 
generally red-coloured .... <ithin. - The whole had even a more work-shop 
appearance than that described at Chatham ISd. - A calm prevented. us 
anchoring for the night.-

JUI' The next day, a lighl breeze earned us over Ihe calm sea, which lies 
between Narborough' &. Albermale ISd. In the latter, high up, we saw a 
small lei o f steam issuing from a Crater. - Nilrborough Isld presents a 
more rouSh &. horrid aspect than any other; the Lavas are generally 
naked. as when first poured forth. - When H.M.S. Blonde was here 
there was an active Volcano in Ihallsland.- After sun·set, came loan 
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Alb(>marle and Charle-: l<;lands, byS. Bull aft ... r P. G. King (Ntlrrtllll't" 2: 498). 

anchor in &Inks cove in Albermale ISd & which cove subsequently 
turm .. >d out to 613 be the Crater of an old Volcano. 
1 !'>;I1>\' ]SL. F<.>m~nd1f\~. 

Ckloba I" Albcrm31(' I' is as it were the mainland of the Archipelago, it 
is about 75 miles long & several broard. -is composed of 6 or 7 great 
Volcanic Mounds from 2 to 3000 ft high, joined by low land formed of 
Llva & other Volcanic substances. - Since leaving the last Island, 
owing to the small quantity of ..... ater on board, only half allowance of 
..... ater has been served out (ie 1 a Gallon for cooking & all purposes). ­
This under the line with a Vertical sun is a sad drawback to the fe ..... 
comforts ..... hich a Ship possesses. - From different accounts, ..... e had 
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hoped 10 have found walerhere.- Toourdisappointment the IiUleplts 
in the Sandstone contained scarcely a Gallon & that no t good.-it was 
however sufficient todraw together allthe httle birds in the rountry.­
Doves & Finches· swarmt.'<i round its margin . - I was reminded of the 
manner in which I saw at Charles lsd a boy procuring dinne r for his 
family. Sitting by the side of the Well with a long stick in his hand, as 
the doves came to drink he killed as many as he wanted & in half an 
hour collected them together &- carried them to the housc.-

To the South of the Cove I found a most beautiful Crater, elliptic in 
form, less than a mile in its longer axis &-about 500 ft deep.- Tts bottom 
was occupied by a lake, out of which a tiny Cra ter fomled an Isla nd.­
The dayl6141 was overpowringly hot; &- the lake looked blue &- clear. ­
J hurried down the cindery side, choked with dust, to my disgust on 
tasting the water found it Salt as brine. - This crater &- some other 
neighbouring ones have only poured forth mud or Sandstone contain­
ing fragmen ts of Volcanic rocks; bu t from the mountain behind, great 
bare streams have nowed, sometimes from the summit, or from small 
Craters on the side, expanding in their descent have at the base formed 
plains of lava. - The little of the country J have yet seen in this vicinity 
is more arid &- sterile than in the other Islands.- We here have another 
large I~eptile in greal numbcrs.- il is a great Lizard , from to-I S Ib in 
weight &- 2-4 ft in length, is in structure closely allied 10 those imps of 
darkness which frequent the sea-shore. - This o ne inhabits bUITOws to 
which it hurrys when frightened with quick & clumsy gait. - They have 
a ridge &- spines along the back; are colored an orang!! yeJtow, with the 
hinder pilrt of back brick red . - They are hideous animals; but are 
considel"l'<i good food: This day forty were collected.-

'Thi' ,IPPC,l~ 10 II.! I~ only IIW'ntion m.Jode by LD, eilher in I~ o."ry or In hIs 
pocl\'lbooks. oflhe family of finchn Inal c~me to beM hIS name ~nd 10 be mOSI c]o.;o, ly 
usoci~lc.J "'llh th .. d~velopmenlofhit Kleas .. bQut Sp«iallOf\ Howe'~r. therelati ..... l.w:k 
of ont .. rnl In , .... GNfpaoda .. dI$pLay...:! by CD whm h .. "'ol5 ~alty coIlectmg b"ds In 

1M Get.p.llg05 15 con"" .. nl .. ,th the rondusaon of ~11o .. · .. y (,D.lr¥I'm .. nd has F,nche!. 
nw ["oIullon of .. l..-gend', Jm<maI 11(1"" Ho.slorya( 81010gy 15: I-53. 1982) t""lll ,,'.u not 
unhl the &Aglt's Sp«u1lens w .. re clal>/ilfted by John Gould early In 1837 thai 1M 1m .. 
signi ficAnce of Ih~ir vlriAbllity betw~n th .. individu.,1 islands fiTl>1 lJe.cam .. app.:m.-nt 10 
rum 

By th .. time ttw Jo~""" 0{ ~tchn WIIS published In 1839, CD no long .... be .... ,·td III lhe 
IWty of ~, bul the most radlC',tl of hIS ide,lS ... ~~ still lept !tonly 10 hl~lf, I w did 
not 81"" "grIP .. 1 de .. I ...... y w .... n "'" wrot ... , 'II "'" ~ mentioned, that the inh;ob'l.>nl' 
can dishngu;sh Ihe tortOI~, acrordm~ 10 tht' isl.mds whence Ih .. y are brought I w.llabo 
.nfunned tMI many of Ih .. isl~nd, POS~5 Iren and pLmts which do 001 occur on the 
oIh .. D, F« Instance the bO'ny-be .. nng tret'. called Cuyavl~, wtudL if; common oro "''''" 
1~1>d. cert.olnly i:5 not foond on Ch;orln Wolnd, though "ppNnnA~"'Uy .. ·en filIN Iur 
II UnlcortuMleIy. I .. • .. 5 not ...... n' oIlhIIsIP !;a.cts till my ootlernon ".0 I\e .. rty completed 
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II never occured 10 ml". lhallnl" producllon~ of islands only a few mliH apa.l, and pIacN 
under Inl" !IOIme physICal condItions, .... ould be d'SSlmliu. Ilherefore did nol JUl'mpt 10 
make. serinol specimens from tnest'lMrate Isl.>nds. It IS the fateofe\'l"ryvoyager, w"l"n 
he has lust dls<:overed what objl'<'t in any place is mOTe p.>.lIcularly worthy of his 
attention, to be humed from II In thl" cast' of the mockmg-bird, I a«'('rtallled (and have 
brought home the speOmens) thaI one 5pK1n (Orp/tt'us /"fllscUllu5, Gould) is e~dusi\'rly 
found III Charli'S IsLlnd; a st'COnd (0. ,.,."",I"s) on Albern.lTie bland; and a third (0. 
l1'ItIDnotws) common loJarnesand Chatham IsLlnds. The last twospeOesarecloselyalbo.>d. 
but the first would be CQn~idcrcd by e\'ery naturalist as quite distind. il"xammed many 
specim ... n, in the differ~nt islands. and in " .. eh the res~tive kind Wa! alVll( present 
These b,rds agtl"!' in general plumag .. , structure, and habits; so tNt the different >peOl'S 
replaCt:' each olht'r in Ihe ~nomy of the dtffen'nt i~lands. Thl'st' ~p«iH .lrl" no! 

charactt'rn:ed by th(o "",.lungs on the plumagl" alone. but hkewist' by the SIll' and form of 
Ihl" bill, and olher differences. I have st .. tPd. Ihat in the tru.tl"!'n species of ground-firw.:hH, 
a nea.ly peTfed gradaliOl' maybe rracPd, from a beak t'xtraord,narily thock, toonesofine, 
that it may be COmlMred to IMI of a warble •. J "ery much suspect, Ihat certam members 
of the ~i'S are confinPd to dIfferent Islands; Ih,,",fore, ,f Ih .. rollection had ~n made 
on any cm~ ,sLllld. il would not ha,'!' prest'nled so pt'rfect a gra-dallon II is clear, thallI 
st'\erallslands havee;lCh the,rpeo:uJi;lr sp«1Hof thesame genera, ",h .. n thc§cJTe pJact.'d 
togelher, they ",;11 have a ""d .. range 01 ch.racter. But there,s not spitce III Ihl!i work, to 
.. nt .. r on this CU.iOU5 ,,,bjl'd.· See /ournttl (of R"",,,rc!~ 1'1' 474 ·5. 

FII'LRoy'5 Ideas had ~I~ changed bet",('Cn the return of Ihl' BNglt and I'ubltc.llion of 
tl1l' Narrs,tlt'f', Sloe\' loI]o"'lIIg his mamage he had beorome') (,nn belie ..... ,n th .. absulute 
truth of the BIble. HIS "1l'W of the slgmficanc .. of the beaM of the finchH difli'r1'd 
som .. ",hat from CD's, lor h" ",rotl'; • All Ihe small b'nl! that It"" on the5E' Lwa-co"l'Ted 
,slands have short beak~, \l'ry thick .11 Ih" base. like lhal of a bull·finch. This appeal'S 10 
be one of those admirable provisions of lnfinile Wisdom by ",hich each C1'l'Jted thing i5 
adaplPd 10 the place for ",hlCh II was intendPd.' See Nar,.,h!'f' 2: 503. 

In the 1S4S ed,tIOn oflh .. /(t""UI/of~rchN;, the thcmeof th" gradatlOnol the bo.-ak$of 
tnt' ground fmchl"5 "'as further t'lIlMnded, and CD unwrapped his Idea) just a lillie 
further: '~ing this gradahon and dh'eTS(ty of Siructure 11\ one small, ,nl,m,IIely related 
group of b"d5. une mIght really fancy thai from an oris'nal paucity of buds in thIS 
aKhlpelago, one specil"5 had bei!n laken and mQdified for different ends.' ~ /uurm/ of 
Rnf<IT(~. 2nd edn, p. 380. 

October 2..t Sa iled from this Crater Harbor: but were ix.>ea\med during 
the greater part of Ihe day in the Straits which separates the two Islands: 

3n:l We then stood round the North end of Albermale Island. - The 
whole of this has the same sterile dry appearance; is studded with the 
small Craters which are appendages to thl;! greal Volcanic mounds,-& 
from which in very many places the black Lava has flowed, the 
configur,ltion of the streams being like that of SO much mud. - I should 
think it wou ld be difficult to find in the intertropical latitudes a piece of 
land 75 miles long, so entirely useless to man or the larger animals.­
From the even ing of this day to Ihe 8th was mosl unplCiHH1nt passed in 
struggling to get about 50 miles to Windward against a strong current. 

tt~ At last we reached lame's Island, the rendezvous of M' Su livan.­
Myself, M' Bynoe & three men were landed with provisions, there to 
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wait till the ship returned frum watering at Chatham ISd. - We found 
on the Isld a party of men sent by M' Lawson from Charleslsd 10 salt Ssh 
&: Tortoise meat (&: procure oil from the latter).- Near to our B.vouac­
ing place, there wasa miserable little Spring of Waler.- We employed 
these men to bnng us sufficient for our daily consumplJon. - We 
pilched our lenls 10 a small valley a lillIe way from Ihe Beach . - The 
little Bay was formed by two old Craters: in this island asinall the others 
the mouths from which the Lavas have nowed are thickJy studded over 
the country. I 
, Note In ~rgmF~ ... ~t.....- CO\e of In... f\u(ant('n' 

tJ* Taking with us a guide we proceeded 6161 into the Interior &: higher 
parts of tht! Island, wht!re there was a small parly employed in hunting 
the Tortoise, - Our walk was a long one. - Alolbout six miles distance 
&: an elevation of perhaps 2000 ft the countl'}' begins to show a green 
color.- Here there are a couple of hovels where the men reside.­
Lower down, the land is like that of Chatham 15", -very dl'}' &: the trees 
nearl), leaness. I noticed ho ..... ever that those of the same species 
attained a much greater size here than in any olher part.- The 
Vegetation here deserved the title of a Wood: the trees ",'ere however 
far from tall &: their branches low &: crooked.· About 2 miles from the 
Hovels &: prob.lbly at an additional 1000 ft elevation, Ihe Springs are 
situated They olre very trinmg ones, but the water good &: dehciously 
cold. - They afford the onl)' watering places as yet discovered in the 
intcrior. - Dunng the greater part of each day clouds hang over the 
highest land: Ihe vapor condensed by the trees dnps down hke rain. 
Hence ..... e have a bnghtly green &: damp Vegetatton &: muddy soil . ­
The contrast to the sight &: sensation of Ihe body is very doubtful after 
the glaring dry country bent!ath. - The case is exactly similar to that 
described In Charles IS".- So greal a change with 617. sosmalia one of 
elevation cannot fol.lto be striking. - On the 12m I paid a second visit to 
the houses, bringing with mea blanket bag toslet!p in - I thus enjoyed 
two dilYs collecting in the fertile region. - Here were many plants, 
especially Ferns; the tre.! Fern howcver is not present.1 The tropical 
character of the Vt'getalion is stampt.>d by the commonest 1m being 
covered with compound nowers of the order of syngynes13. - The 
tortoise when It can procure It, drinl-s great quanhhes of ..... ater: Hence 
these animals swarm in the neighbourhead of the springs. - The 
o1\'erage size of the full-gro\<,n ones is nearly a yard long In its backshell. 
they are so strong as easily to carTY me. & too heavy 10 lift from the 
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ground.- In the pathway many are tra\'elhng to the water &- others 
returning. havmg drunk their fill. - The effect is very comical in seeing 
these huge creatures with outslrecht.'<i neck 500 dehberatdy pacing 
onward.'l.- I think they march at the rate 360 yards in an hour; perhaps 
four miles m the 24. - When they arrive al the Spnng. they bury their 
heads abot't' the eyes in the muddy water &- greedaly suck In great 
mouthfulls. quJt~ rtgardl~ of lookers on.-

Wheren!r there is water, broard &- well beaten roads lead from aU 
Sides to It,,6181 these extend for distances of miles. - It IS by thiS meanS 
that these watering places have beendiscoveroo by the fishermen - In 
the low dry region there are but few Tortoises: they are replaced by 
infinite numbers of the large yellow herbivorous lizard mentioned at 
Albermale ISd - The burrows of this animal are so H"l numerous; th.t 
we had difficulty in finding a spot to pitch the tents. - The5C hZ.lrdS ltve 
entirely on vegetable productions; berr)'s, leaves, for which latter they 
frequently crawl up the trees, especially a Mimosa; never drinking 
water, they like much the succulent Cactus, &- for a piece of it they will. 
like dogs. struggle Ito] seize it from another, Their congeners the "imps 
of diHkness" in like manner li\"e entirely on sea weed - I suspect such 
habits are neiHly unique in the Saurian race, 

In all these lsldt the dry pa rts reminded me of Fernando Noronha; 
perhaps the affinity is only in the simll.1T circumstance of an arid 
Volcanic soil, a flowering leafless Vegetation in an Intertropical region, 
but without the beauty which generally accompanies such a posihon.­

Ouring ollr residence of two days at the Hovels, \o"e Ii,ed on the meal 
of the Tortoise fried in the transparent Oil which is procured from the 
fat. - 619 The Breast·plat~ with the meat attached to it is roasted as the 
Gauchos do the ~Came con cuero'", It is then \'en' good.- Young 
TortOises male capital soup-otherWise the meat IS but, to my taste, 
indifferent food._ l 

'r-.:I>I(' In INIrwn 'c;.. ... 1OfTll' ~,1ng cunrmieffl'l(,..uf8 II &. 5ol'\ ~I \>1 *' it 
"otI!'LnlNll'J'" SoI.1nvPoIlm' 
'Acrordtng to FuzlWo. W'I"ft.l1 tortotse "'f« .... ·mlWlU' brou~1 LIb, ... to t::n~nd til!' 
r«unJo.-d lhoIl • h",nllng putv brought ISon bo.ard from QullwJl bLand (11\ 18 5I!'~" 
and ,I futllvr lO on 12 October. 'l'lw I&rJ!nt ..... killI!'d .. ·.s IhtN fftt In Ii!'llAlh from _ 
o:nd of the I-hcll to the otlM-r. bul lhi!' I.Iorgc "",",In not ~ good to 1!'011 .II Ihwi!' of IIbouI hi!\' 
f'OUNh .. ~ghl- .. hl\Ch ~R' 1I"a1lent. ~nd "",trymcl ..... ~ food ~ ,,. .... ,,"" 1; ... 

1J" The May6r-domo look us in his boat to the Salina which is sltuatl'<i 
about 6 miles down the coaSI.- We crossed a bare &. .1pparently recent 
stream of Lava which had flowed round an anat'nt but \lery perfect 
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Crater, - At the bottom uf Ihis Crater IS.l lal.e, which I!I only 3 or" 
mc~ deep" hnOll layers of pun" beaullfulh' Crystallized s.1t. The 
La!..e IS qulIe on:uLu" fnnged ~'Ith bnght ~n suoculcnt pbnb; the 
Slde-.of Cr.JI .... r ue Sh."t'p" ~oodN; M1that Ihe wholc h.J.!I r.Jlher.J preU\' 
appearance . - A few years <;:mce In Ihlsqulct spotthccrew of a Sealing 
n~sscl murdered IhelrCaplaln. We.saw the 5l.uUIYlng In the bushes. -

In rocl.y par1S Ihere were great numbe~ of it )X'CUliar Cactus whose 
large oval leaves connected together formed branches rising from a 
cylmdric.al lrunl.. _ I In places also a Mimosa was common; the shade 
from ItS foholf,e was very refreshmg, afler being e:..poscd m the open 
wood 10lheburningSun 

l~inIM~n 

12"'- 16" We all wen buSily employed dunng these d.Jys mrollectlng.J1I 
sorts of Speomens, '620: The little well from whJCh our w.Jter was 
procured was very dose lothe 8e.JCh. a longSweU from the Northward 
haVing set in, the surf broke over &- spoiled Ihe fresh water, - We 
should have ht.'Cn distressed if nn American Whaler had not very kindly 
given us three casks of Wil ler (&- made us II present of II bucket of 
Omons). Several times dunng the Voyage Americans have showed 
Ihemseln-'S at least a .. obliging. if not more so, than nny of our 
Countrymen would have been. Their hberallt) morean-'r h.JS always 
been offered in the most hearty m.Jnner If theIr preludKeS agaInst the 
English are as ~trong a~ our's agamst the Americans, they forget &­
smother Ihem m an admirable manner.-

16010 The weathcrdurmg ncarly all the time has been doudless &: the sun 
vcry powerful; if by chance the trade wind fails for an hour the hcat is 
"cry oppressi\'e . Dunng the two lolst days, the Thermometer withlO the 
Tenls has ~Iood for some hvurs at 93-, - In the open air, 10 the wind &­
'iun, only 85 ' - The s.lnd was intensely hot, the Thermometer placed 
In a brou'PI kind Immt.·chalely rose to 137, " how much higher It would 
ha,c done I do nOI know: for It wa'l not graduated abovl': Ihl.):- The 
"'ad, Sand fclt far hotter, 50 that In Ilud. boots It was very dlsagn..-eable 
to pass over II - 621 

17" In theaftemoon the Beagle M'nt in hcrlxwts to ta1:.t us on boord -

J8' Flrushed the surw)' of AlbellNlc Isd , lhl~ East II;lde of the Io;land b 
nearly blacl. WIth recent UncQ,ered La,'a,. - The ou,lO hills muo;l hue 
Immense Cauldron hl.e Cralen.,- thelf h(,:lght IS conslderablt', ab",'e 
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4000ft: yet from the outline being one uniform curve, the breadth of the 
mountain great, they do not appear 10fty.-

19'~ During the night proceeded to Abingdon [Sd, I picked up M' Chaffers 
in the Yawl in the morning & then steered for two small isd• which lie 
100 miles to the North of the res t of the Group._l 
'Now lsl .. rinla 
~curp"pper and W .. nman I sr~nds 

2lf' After having surveyed these the Ships head was put towards 
Otaheite & we commenced our long passage of 3200 miles.-

NOI'I?I1IA'r 1" We are now tr,wdling st .. adily onwards alth .. rate of lSOor 
160 miles a day.- The trade wind night & day incessa ntly blows.­
With studding sails set on each side we plcilsantly cross the blue 
ocean. - Having now left the gloomy region which extends far from the 
coast ofS. America, daily the su n shines'brightly in thec10udless sky.-

9''' This day we saw the first Island which can be truly said 10 belong to 
Polynesia.- I It is called Dog or Doubtful Isd.- The latter name 
expressing all which was kno ..... n about it. - As may he seen in the 
Charts, it is an outlicr on the East side of the large groupof the Low Isds. 
This in its structure however is not truly 0llCl6221 of the Low Islands.­
Its surface is raised considerably more than the average height from 
three to four ft. -otherwise in its level green surface, its apparently 
circular ou tline, in the detached rocks, or rather those which from the 
lowness of the s..lnd beaches sC('?m detached, there is a pl.'Culiar charac­
ter, which may be understood bya drawinginCapt. Bc€cheyswork._l 

The insignificant patch of land bears no proportion & secms an intruder 
on the domain of Ihe wide all-powerful ocean. - The proximity of this 
land WdS shown by the greal & increased numbers of sea-birds, 
especially two species of Terns-To OllT great grief, the rainy season 
appears to have commenced; during the last four days, the sky has been 
very gloomy, with thunder, lightning, squalls of wind & heavy rain. 
From the e:\.treme humidity of the Atmosphl'TC the heat is rather 
oppressive.- The Thermometer in the Poop cabin remains constantly 
from 80"-83 degrees. - The air being thick & misty & the night dark, for 
the first time it has not been thought prudent to run on. So that we are 
no\" hove to, wasting the precious time till daylight comes & shows us 
the dangers of our course. 

' According to FittRo\, '",1' SoIW Iionden Isl.1nd, one of the tow coral formations, onty ~ 
lew It'ct above WJtl'r. yet IhlCkly (lJ"e,,-d ",th cocoa·nut tret"s. Our observations 
rorroborJted the position as~'gncd to it by Admirat Krus.-nstcrn. in hi51')'Ci'1l ... nt (h~rI 
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and m<'mQir, theunly documl'nts of any UH 10 us while Ira\'l'fStng Ihl' atch,peLagoofthe 
Low IsLlnds: 5l'l' NIIlTlllw~ 2: 506 
'See F W Be«hcy, NaITllI"yl.l{1I '''¥'gt" 10''''' I'I>cificll'''/ IItYrmg's 51 .... 11. 10 C(H)pmll~ u,lh 
'M Polar rX(Wd/Ol15 prrfvrmni 1>1 HisAlIIft""Iy'l Ship Blossom '" 1M YNf"S 1825, 26.17. 28 
2 parts London, 1831 

]Jill By the evening of this day we succeeded In passing through the 
whole of the Archipelago, sometimes calk-d the Dangerous or that of 
the low Islands. At daylight &- Noon we partially ascertained the figure 
&- position of two Islands which are 623, not placed in the charts.­
These &- others have a very uninteresting appearance; a long brillianlly 
while beach is capped by a low bright line of green vegetation. This 
stripe on both hands rapidly appears to narrow in Ihe distance &- sinks 
beneath the horizon. - The width of dry land is very lrining: from the 
Mast-head it was possible to sce at Noon Island across the smooth 
lagoon to the opposite side. - This great lake of water .... 'as about 10 
miles wide. 

SU1Iday15'h At daylight, Tahili, an island which must forever remain as 
classical to the Voyager in the South Sea, was in view. - At this distance 
the appearance was not very inviting; the luxuriant vegetation of the 
lower paris was not discernible &- the centre as the clouds rolled past 
showed the wildest &- most precipitous peaks which can be well 
imagined. - As soon as we got to an anchor in Matavai bay, we wen:! 
surrounded by canoes. - This was our Sunday but Iheir Monday; if Ihe 
case had been reversed we should not have received a Single visit, for 
the Injunction not to launch a canoe on the Sabbath is rigidly obeyed. 
Afler dinner we landed to enjoy all the delights of the first impressions 
produced by a new country &- that country the charming Tahiti.­
Crowds of men, women &- children were collected on the memorable 
point Venus1 ready to receive us with laughing merry faces. - They 
marshalled us towards the house 624 of M' Wilson the missionary of 
the district, who met us on the road and gave us a very friendly 
reception. ~ AIter sitting a short time in the house we separated to walk 
about, but returned in the evening at lea-lime. 

The omy ground cultivated or mhablted in this pari of the Island is a 
stripe or points of low flat Alluvial soil accumulated at the base of the 
mountains &- protectt.-d by the reef of coral, which encircles at tal 
distance the entire land . The whole of this land is covered by a most 
beautiful orchard of Tropical plants. In the midst of bananas, orange, 
cocoa-nut &- Bread fruit trees, spots are cleared where Yams, sweet 
potatoes, sugar cane &- pineapples are cultivated. Even the brushwood 
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is a fruit tree, nOlmcly Ihe Guava, ..... hich from its abundance is no,dous 
as a weed-In Brazill havc often admlrt.>d the contrilst of vaned beauly 
In the belnana, pdlm &: orange tn.."(os; here we h,we in addition the 
Bread-fruit , conspicuous by its large, glossy & deeply digitated leaf. II 
IS admlr,lble 10 behold groves of a tree sending forth its branches with 
the fo rce of 3n old oak in England, loaded with large nutrit ious fruit 
1625, HowC\'cr little gcner,ll!y the utility explains the delight reech'ed 
from any fine prospect, in such ca~s as this it cannot fa illargcly to enter 
as iln elemcnt in the feclings.- The httle winding paths, cool from the 
surrounding shade. lead to thc scattered houses. These have been too 
often dcscribed, for me to say anything about them: Ihcy are pleas.'"t, 
aLry abod~, but not quite so clean as I had been led 10 expect. 

In nothing have I been so much pleased as with the inhabitants. ­
Th('re is a mildness in the expression of their faces, ..... hich ,11 once 
banishes the idea of a Silvage,-& an intelligence which shows Ihey are 
advancing in civilization. - Nodoubtthcirdress is incongruous. as yet 
no settled costume having taken Ihe place of the ancient one. - But 
even in its present state it is far from being so ridiculous as described by 
tra vellers of a few yeitrs stand ing. - Those who can afford it . weilr it 
..... hite shirt & sometimes a jacket, with a .... 'rdpper of coloured ..:ottOIl 
round theLr middles. thus making a short petticoat like Ihe Chilipa of 
the Gaucho. - This appears so general wilh Ihe chiefs, that prob.1bl) 
it l626 willlxxome the settled fashion . They do not. even to Ihe Qucen, 
we.lr shOl'S or stockings, & only the chle/<; a straw hat on their heads. ­
The common people when working. have Ihe Whole of the upper part 
of their bodies uncovered; & it is then thai a Tahi tian is seen to 
advantage. - In my opinion . Ihey arc the finest men I have ever 
bchcld;-very tall, broad-shouldered, athletic, with their limbs well 
proportioned. It has been remOlrked that but lit tle habit makes a darker 
tint of the skin more pleasing & natural to Iheeyc of an Europ~an than 
his own color.- To see a white man bathing along side a Tahi tian, ..... as 
like comparing a plant bleached by the gardeners art, to thc same 
growing in the open fields. - Most of the men are tattooed, the 
ornaments so gracefully foUow the cUI"\'ature of the body that they 
really have a \"eT)' elegant & pleasmg effect.} One common figure 
varying only in its detail branches somewhat like palm leaves (the 
similarity is not closer than between the capllal of a Corin thian (."Olumn 
& a tuft of Acanthus) from the line of the back bone & embraces cach 
side. - The simile is it fa nciful one, but I thought the bodyofa man was 
thus ornamented lilc:e the trunk of a noble tTl..'C by a delicate creeper.-
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Many of the older people have their feet 627' co\'ered with smaU 
figures. placed in o rder so as to resemble a sock. - nus fashion is 
however partly gone by & has been succeeded by others. Here, 
although ",ach man must for ever abide by the whim which reigned in 
his early days. yet fashion is far from immutable. An old man has his 
age forever stamped on his body & he ca nnot assume the air of a you ng 
dandy. - The women are also tattooed much in thesamemanneras the 
men & \'ery commonly on their fingers.- An unbecoming fashion In 

another respect is now almost universal; it is cutting the hair, or rather 
shaving it from the upper part of the head in a circular manner soason ly 
to leave an outer ring o f hair. - The Missionaries have tried to persuade 
the people to change this habit, but it is the fashion & that is answer 
enough at Tahiti as well as Paris.- I was much disappointed In the 
personal appearance of the women; they arc far inferior in every respect 
to the men. The custom of wearing a flower in the back of the head or 
through a small hole in each ear is pretty . The flower is generally either 
white or scarlet & like the Camelia }aponica, - The women also wear a 
sort of crown of woven cocoa nut leaves. as a shade to their eyes.­
They arc in greater want of some becoming costume even than the 
men· 16281 

Hospitality is here univcrsa1.- I entered many of their houses & 
everywhere received a merry pleasant welcome. - All the men under­
stand a little English, that is they kno w the names of common things; 
with the aid of this & signs a lame sort of conversation could be carried 
on.- After thus wandering about each his own way we returnl.>d to M' 
Wilson's. In going afterwards to the boat we were interruptl.-'d by a 
very pretty scene. numbers of children were playing on the beach, &: 
had lighted bonfires which illuminated the placid sea & surrounding 
trees; others in circles were singing Tahitian verses. -we sca ted our­
selves o n the s..1nd & joined the circle. Thl' songs were impromptu & I 
believe relating to our arrival; one little girl sang a line which the rest 
took up in parts, forming a vel')' pretty rnOTUs.-the air was Singular&: 
their voices melodious. The whole scene made us unequivocally aware 
that we werc seated on the shores of an Island in the South Sea.-

I Site for tIM' obwn lhan oIt .... IT~nsll ol VmUJ on ) JUM l7tD byCooI< and B.nb In II.\tS 
C~ .... r 
l FoI],gwNl. by moo delered wnlencn;/':eltMr the penon or 1Nnnt'f'S ol M' W,boI\ It'oo 
to g1l'e any idt' .. ol .. high or dc\'oted dloMillder, but r.lltwr ol a goodn.Ilun>d qultt ~ 
I futty bt'bt'\'t' hcM't"'t'r from III which 1 hunt &. uw, Itwl thIS 61ft'101' hJ.Jt':s .. grNt deIJ 
0I1DOf,I unprflenci,ng nMtent moml, • 
JRough slfld! 11\ INtgln, 
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TU~Qy Jr' 11us day is reckoned in the log book as Tuesday l~"mstead 
of Monday 1611>, O\"'lng to our, so far successful , chase of the sun , ­
Before breakfast the ship was hemmed in by a flotilla of canoes, &: when 
the natives were allowed tocomeon board, I suppose thenumbcrcould 
not have '629 : been less than 200 on our decks, It was the opinion of 
every one, that it would have been difficult to ha\'e picked outan equal 
numbel- fromany other nallon who would have gIVen SOhltle trouble.­
E,'ery body brought somethmg for sale; shells were the mam article of 
trade.- The Tahitians now fully understand the value of money &: 
prefer It to old clothes or other articles. - The various coins of English 
&: Spanish denomination puzzle the inhabitants &: they never seem to 
think the small Silver qUite secure until changed into dollars. - Some of 
the chlqs ha"e accumulolted considerable sums of money; one not long 
since offered 800 S for a small vessel &: frequently they purchase horses 
&: whale-boots at from 50-100 S. 

After breakfast I went on shore &: ascended the slope of the nea rest 
pari of the mountainS to an elevation between two and three thousand 
feet - The form of the land is rather Singular &: may be understood by 
explaining Its hypothetlc.ll origin . I believe a group of the interior 
mountollnS stood as a sm.dler island In the sea, &: around their steep 
flanks streams of Lavas &. beds of sediment were accumula ted in a 
conical mass under wate r, This after haVing been raised was cut by 
numerous profound ravines, which all diverge from the common 
centre; the intervening ridges thus belonging to one slope &: being 
flat -toppcd . - Havmg crossed the '630! narrow girt ofinhabited land, I 
followed the line of one of these ridges; haVing on each hand very steep 
&. smooth sided valleys , - The vegetation issmgular. consislingalmost 
exclu'i"'ely of small dwarf fern. mingled higher up with coarse grass. ­
The appearance WolS nOI \·ery dissimilar from that of some of the hills 11\ 

North Wales; and this so close above Ihe orchard of Tropical plants on 
the co.1St was very surprismg. At the highest point which [ reached 
trees again appeared. The wood here was very pretty. -tree ferns 
havmg replaced Ihe Cocoa Nut. - II must not however be supposed 
that these woods at all equalled the fo~lsof8razil.- In an ISland , that 
vast number of productions which characterize a conhnent cannot be 
expected to occur. -

From this point, there wasa good view of the distant island of Eimeo. 
dependant on the same Sovereign with Tahiti. - On the lofty &. broken 
pinnacles white massi\'e clouds were piled. which formed an island In 

the blue s~y. as Eimeo I .... elf in the blul' ocean. The island is completely 
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encircled by a reef, with the exception of one small gateway; al this 
distance a naTTOW but well defined line of brilliant white where the 
waves first encountered the wall of coral, wasalon.:! visible; Within this 
line was included the smooth glassy water of the l6311lagoon, out of 
which the mountains rose abruptly. - The effect was very pleasing & 
might be aptly compared to a framed engraving. where the frame 
represents the breakers, the marginal paper the lagoon, & Ihe drawing 
the Island Itself. - When I descended In the evening from the moun­
tain, a man whom I had pleased witha trifling gift met me bnnging wilh 
him hot roilSted Bananas, a pineapple & Cocoa Nu ts. - I do not know 
anything more delicious than the milk of a young Cocoa Nut, after 
walking under a burning sun. - The pineapples here are also of such 
excellence as to be better than those reared in England & thiS I believe 
to be the last & highest compliment which can be paid to a fruit or 
indeed anything else. - Before going on bo.lrd I went to M' Wilson, 
who interpreted to my friend who had paid me so adroit an attention, 
that I wanted him & some one other man to accompany me on a short 
excursion into the mountains. -

ISd! In the morning I came on shore early bringing with me some 
provisions in a bag & two blankets for myself & scrvant. - These were 
lashed to each end of a pole & thus carried by my Tahitian companions. 
From custom a man will walk a whole day with fifty pounds 632 at each 
end of such a stick. - I had before told my guides to provide themselves 
with food & clothing; for the latter however they said their skins were 
sufficient & for the former that there was plenty of food in the 
mountains. The line of march was the valley of ria-aUTO, in which the 
river that enters the sea by point Venus flows. This is one of the 
principal streams in the Island & its source lies at the base of the loftiest 
mountains which allain the elevation of abou t 7000 fl.- The whole 
Island may be considered as one group of mountains, so that the only 
way to penetr.lte the interior is to follow up the valleys. Our road at first 
lay through the wood which bordered each side of the river; the 
glimpses of the lofty central peaks, seen up the avenue of the valley 
with here & there a waving Cocoa Nut tree on one side, were extremely 
picturesque. - The valley soon began to narrow & the sides to grow 
higher & more precipitous. - After having walked for three or four 
hours, the width of the ravine sca rcely exceeded that of the bed of the 
stream; on each hand the ..... alls were nearly vertical. yet from the soft 
nature of the volcanic strata trees & a mnk vegetation sprung from 
every projecting ledge. These prt.>Cipices must have been some 
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thousand ft high; the 6331 whole fomlcd a mountain gorge far more 
magnificent than olnything I had ever behcld.- Till the midday sun 
stood vertically over the ravine, the air had felt cool & damp, but now it 
became very sultry.- Shaded by a ledge or rock beneath a fa~ade of 
columnar Lava weateourdinncr. - My guide before this had procured 
a dish of small fish & fresh-water prawns. - They carried with them a 
small net stretched on a hoop; where the water was deep in eddies, they 
dived & like otters by their eyesight fo llowed the fish into holes & 
corners & thus secured them. The Tahitians have the dexterity of 
Amphibious animals in the water; an anecdote mentioned by Ellis 
shows how much at home they feel in that element.- When a horse 
was landing for Pomarre in 1817, the slings broke, & it fell into the 
water; immediately the natives jumped overboard & by their crys & 
vain efforts at assistance, almost drowned the animal. As soon as it 
reached the shore, the whole population took to flight & tril-d to hide 
themselves from the man-carryingpig, as they christened thchorse.-

A littler higher up, the river divided itself into three little streams; the 
two Northern ones were impracticable from a succession of waterfalls 
which ·6J4 descended from the jagged summit of the highest mountain; 
the other to all appearance was equally inaccessible, but we managed to 
ascend in that direction by the most extraordinary Wild which I ever 
beheld. - The sides of the valley were here quite precipitous, but as 
generally happens small ledges projected which were thickly covered 
by wild bananas, liliaceous plants & other luxuriant productions of the 
Tropics. - The Tahitians by climbing amongst these ledges hunting for 
fruit had discovered a track by which the whole precipice could be 
scaled. - The first leaving the bottom of the valley was very dangerous; 
a face of naked rock had to be passed by the aid of ropes which we 
brought with us. - How any person discovered that this fonnidable 
spot was the only point where the side of the mountain could be 
attempted, I cannot imagine.- We then cautiously followed one of ttl( 
ledges, till we ca me to the stream already alluded to. - This ledge 
fonned a flat spot, above which a beautiful cascade of some hundred ft 
poured down its waters, & beneath it another high one em ptied them 
into the main stream.- From this cool shady recess we made a circuit 
to avoid the overhanging cascade. As before we followed little project­
ing ledges, the apparent dangeri6351 being partly hidden by the thick· 
ness of the vegetation. In passing from one ledge to another there was 
a vertical wall of rock.:-one of the Tahitians, a fine active man, p laced 
the trunk. of a tre-e against this, swarmed up it & then by the aid of 

Rl Cambrid e Universit Press. Re roduced with permission bv Darwin Online 



1635 NOVEMBFR TAHITI 

crevices tl'ached th .... summit. - He fixed th .... ropes toa projecting point 
& lo ......... n.>d them for us & then hau led up the dog & luggage. - Beneath 
th .... ledge on which the dead tn.·e was rear .. >d the precipice must have 
been five or sb. hu ndred fect deep; if the abyss had not b ........ n partly 
concealed by the overhanging ferns & lilies, my head ..... ould have 
turned giddy & nothlllg shou ld have induced me to have attempted 
it. - \Ve continued to ascend sometimes by ledges & sometimes by 
knife edge ridges, having on each hand profou nd ravi nes. - In the 
Cordilleras I have seen mountains on a far greater scale, bu t for 
abruptness no part was at all comparable to this. In the evening ..... e 
reached a flat lillIe spot on thc banks of the saml' stream ..... hich I havc 
mentioned .1S descending by a cha in of beautiful waterfalls. Here we 
bivouacked for the n igh t. - On each side of the ravine there wer .... great 
bed~ of the Fcye or mounlclin Banancl, covered with ripe fruit. - Many 
of these plants grew to a height from twcnty to twen ty fivc fcct 
highl636 & froln three to four in circumference. By the aid of strips of 
bark for twine, the s tems of the b.lmboos & the la rge leaf of the b.lnana, 
the Tahitians in ,1 few minutes built an excellent house; & with the 
withered leaves made a soft bed.-

They then proceeded to make a firt;! & cook our evening 111eal. A light 
was procu red by rubbIng a blunt pointed stick in a groove, as if with the 
intenti(11l of deepening it, until by friction the dust became ignited.- A 
peculiarly white & very light ..... ood is alone used for this purpose;' it is 
thl' same which serv .. 'S for poles to carry any burthen & fo r the flo.1ting 
out·rigger to steady the canoe. - The fiTe was produced in a few 
st."Conds; to a person however, who docs not understand the art, it 
rtoquires the grea test exertion, as I found before I at last to my great 
pride succeeded in igniting thl' dust. The Gaucho in the Pampas uses a 
d ifferen t method; taking an cI.1Stic stick of about eigh teen inches long, 
he presses one end on his breast & the other pointed one in a hole in a 
pit"Ce of wood, & then rapIdly turns the curved part, like a carpentl'f 
docs a Centre-biL- The Tahitians, having made a small fire of sticks, 
placed a score of stones about the size of a cricket ball on the burning 
wood. In about ten minu tes time, the s ticks ..... ere consumed & the 
stones hot. They had previou!>ly folded up in small parcels made of 
leaves, pit..'Cesofbed, fis h, ripc& unripe Bananas, & thetopsofthewild 
Arum. - These green pa rcels ..... ere laid in a layer between twol6371 of 
the hot stones & th ........ hole then covered up by earth so that no smoke 
or steam escaped. - In about a qUilrter of an hour the ..... hole ..... as most 
deliciously cook .. '<i; the choice green parcels were laid on a doth of 
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B.lnana leaves; with a COCo.l nut shell we drank the cool water of the 
running stream & thus enjoyed our rustic meal.-

J could not look on the surrounding plants ..... ithou t wonder. On 
every side were forests of B..lnana, & the fruit which served for f<X.>CI in 
many ways, lay in heaps decaying on the ground. - In front of us there 
was an extensive brake of wild Sugar Cane. - The banks of the stream 
were shaded by the dark green knotted stem of the Ava, so famous in 
fomler days for its powerful intoxica ting effects; I chewed a piece & 
found that it had an acrid & unpleasant taste which would induce any 
one at once to pronounce it poisonous. - Thanks be to the Missionaries 
this plant now thrives in these deep ravinl.'s innocuous to every one.­
In the close neighbourhood I saw the wild Arum, the roots of which 
when well b.1ked are good to eat & the young leaves better than 
spinach:-there was the wild Yam & a Jitiaceous plant called TI, which 
grow!> in abundance, & has a soft brown root in shape & size like a huge 
log of wood. This served us for dessert. for it is as sweet as treacle & with 
a pleasant taste. 638 There were moreover several other wild fruits & 
useful vegetables. The little stream, besides its cool water, produces 
also ('(>ls & cray-fish. - 'did indeed admire this scene, when I compared 
it with an uncultivated one in the temperate zonc. - I felt the force of 
the observation that man, al least savage man, with his reasoning 
powers only pa rtly developed, is the child of the Tropics._ 1 

As the evening drew to a close, I strolled alongside the stream 
beneath the gloomy shade of the Ban.lnas. - My walk was soon 
brought to a close by coming 10 a Waterfall of two or three hundred fl.'(>t 
high;-and above this was another.- [mention all these wa terfalls in 
this one brook, to give an idea of the general incl ination of the land.­
In Ihe little recess where the water fell, it did not appear that a breath of 
wind ever entered. - The leaves of the Bananas, damp with spray, 
showed one unbroken edge, instead of as commonly happens, being 
split Inlo a thousand shreds. - Suspended, as it were, o n the side of the 
mount,lin, there ..... ere glimpses into the depth of the neighbouring 
v<Jlleys; & the highest pinnacles of the central mountains towering up 
within sixty degrees of the Zenith, hid half the 6391 evening sky. Thus 
seated it ..... as a sublime spectacle to watch the shades of night gradually 
obscuring the highest points. 

Ikfore we laid ourselvcs down to sleep, the cider Tahitian fell on his 
kl1L'<'s & with closed eyes rl.'peated a long prayer in his native tongue. 
He p rayed as a Christian should do, wilh fitting reverence, & without 
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fear of ridicule or ostentation of piety. - In a like manner, neither of the 
men would taste food wilhout saying before hand a short grace.­
Those Travellers who hint that a Tahitian prays only when the eyes of 
the missionary arc fixed on him, should have slept with us that night on 
the mountain side.- Rigidly to scrutinize how far a man, born under 
idolatry, understands the full motive & effect of prayer, does not 
appear to me a very charitable employment. During the night it rained 
heavily, but the good thatch of Banana leaves kept us dry.-
'In lou .. ",lof~I("" p. 488 thb i) id .. ntlfll'd as Hlbl'ICU, WU.UUJ. 
'FoIl"w~ by deleted 5I.'I\tl.'nc",' 'OM (.Onnot how""'",r Soly that on ... is more Jloltural than 
the oth",; if an ammall.'xerts its instinct to procu .... food. the law of nature dl.'arly romts 
out that man should exert his reason &: cultivate the groul\d: 

EPh At Daylight. after their morning prayer, my friends prepared an 
excellent breakfast in the same manner as in the evening. - They 
themselves cerlainly partook of it largely; indeed I never saw any men 
eat anything nearly so much in quantity. They did not, however, over 
eat themselves. that is their activity was anything but impaired. - I 
should suppose such capacious stomachs must be the resu lt of a large 
part of their diet consisting of fruits & vcgctableslMOI which do not 
contain in a given bulk very much nutriment.- Unwittingly I was the 
means of my companions breaking one of their own laws & resoIu· 
tions.- I took with me a flask of spirits, which they could not resolve to 
refuse, but as o ften as they drank a little, they put their fingers before 
their mouths &- uttered the word "MissionaryH. - About two years ago, 
although the use of the Ava was prevented, drunkedness from the 
introduction of spirits became very prevalent. The Missionaries pre­
vailed on a few good men, who saw their country rapidly going 10 ruin, 
to join wilh them in a Temperance Society. - From good sense & shame 
all the chiefs & Queen were thus at last united.- Immediately a law 
was passed that no spirits should be allowed to be introduced into the 
isla nd & that he who sold & he who bought the forbidden artide should 
be punished by a fine. - With remarkable justice a certain pcriod was 
allowed for stock in hand to be sold before the law came in effect. - On 
that day a general search was made in which even the houses of the 
Missionaries were not exempted, & all the Ava (as the natives call all 
ardent spirits) was poured 01,11 on the ground.- When one refleclS on 
the effect of intemperance on the aboriginals of the two Americas, I 
think it will be acknowledged that every 6411 well wisher of Tahiti owes 
no common debt of gratitude to the Missionaries.-
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After breakfast we proceeded on our journey: as my object was 
merely to see a little of the interior scenery, we returned by another 
track, which descended into the main valley lower down. For some 
dist<1llCe we wound along the side of the mountain which formed the 
valley; the track was extraordinarily intricate; in the less precipitous 
p<1rts it passed through very extensive groves of the wild B.1nana. - The 
Tahitians with their naked tattooed bodies, their heads ornamen ted 
with nowers, & seen in the dark shade of the woods, would have 
formed a fine picture of Man inhabiting some primcvill forest. - In our 
descent we follo ..... ed the line of ridgl>5; thl'S(' were c:l.cel>dingly narrow, 
& for considerable lengths steep as the inclination of a ladder, but all 
clothed by Vegetation. The extreme care necessary in poising each step, 
rendered the ..... alking fatiguing.- I am not weary of expressing my 
astonishment at these ravines & precipices.- The mountains may be 
almost described as merely rent by so many crevices. - When vie ..... ing 
the surrounding country from the knife edged ridges, the point of 
support was so small that the effect ..... as neilrly the s.1me as would, I 
imagine, be observed from a balloon. I6421. [n this descent ..... e only had 
need of using the ropes once, at the point where we entered the main 
valley.- Proceeding do ..... nwards we slept under the same ledge of 
rocks where we had before dined. - The night was fine, but from the 
depth and narrowne"s of the gorge profoundly dark. - Before actually 
seeing this cou ntry, I had difficulty in understanding two facts men· 
tioned by Ellis. Namely, Ihal after the murderous battles, the survivors 
on Ihe conquered side retired into the mountains, where a handful of 
men cou ld resist a multitude. - Certainly half a dOGen men at the spot 
where the Indians reared the old Ire<' could eaSily have repelled 
thous..1nds. - s...'Condly that after the introduction of Christianity, there 
were ..... ild men who livl-d in the mountains, &: whose retreats were 
unknown to the morc civilized inhilbitants.-

20'h In the morning we "tarted by time .. &: reilchl'<i Matavai at Nu()n.­
On the road ..... e met a large party of noble athletic men going for the wild 
Bananas. I found the Ship, on account of difficulty in ..... atering, had 
moved four miles to the harbor of Papawa, to which place I immediately 
walked.- This is a very pretty spot; the cove is so surrou nded by reefs 
that the waler is smoolh as in a lake. - The cultivated ground, with all 
its beautiful productions &: the cottages, reach closedown to the ..... ater's 
edge. 16431 
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21" The Beagle returned to her old quarters at Matavai. -in the evening 
I took a pleasant ramble on shore.-

Suuday 22 <04 The harbor of Papiete, which may be considered as the 
capital of the Island, is about seven miles distant from Matavai, to 
which the Beagle had returned. - The Queen resides there, it is the seat 
of Government & chief resort of shipping. - Capt. FitzRoy took a party 
there in the morning to hear divine service in the Tahitian language & 
aftern.'ards in our own.-M' Pritchard the leading Missionary in the 
Island performed service. _I M' Pritchard was regularly educated in 
the mission college; he appears a sensible agreeable gentleman & good 
rnan.- I have already mentioned with respect M' Wilson. The third 
Missionary whom we have seen is M' NOll, who has resided 40 years on 
the Island. - His occupations are chiefly literary, & has now finished 
his great task of translating the whole bible.- He bears universally it 

high & respectable character. - The characters of this class of men have 
been so frequently attacked, that I have mentioned my opimon on the 
three who reside in this ,'icinity. We met at Mr Pritchards house three 
young ladies, daughters of Missionaries, who were here on a visit. 
Their appearance & manners sho ..... ed that they had been properly 
educated. 2 Jt was curious to see those who cou ld not be distinguished 
in appearance from our countrywomen, speaking the 644 Tahitian 
language with even greater fluency than English. - Even thecharacters 
of these quiet young women have not escaped the bitter attacks of the 
enemies of the Missionaries. - Before reaching these islands, from the 
varying accounts I had read I felt great interest to form from my own 
eyes a judgment o f their moral sta le, although such Judgment would 
necessarily be imperfl'Ct. - The first impression on any subject very 
much depends on ones previously acquired ideas. - Mine were drawn 
from Ellis' Polynesian Researches,} an admirable & most interesting 
work, but naturally looking at every thing under a favourable point of 
view; from Beechey,~ neutral; & Kotzebue/ strongly adverse.- He 
who compares these three accounts will I think form a tolerably 
,1ccu rate conception of the present state of Tahiti . -

One of my impressions, which I took from the two last authorities, 
was decidedly incorrect: viz that the Tahitians had become a gloomy 
race & lived in fear of the Missionaries. Of the latter feeling I saw no 
trace, withoutindced fear & respect are confounded under one name.­
Instead of discontent being a common feeling, it would be difficult in 
Europe in a crowd to pick out half so many merry, happy faces.- The 
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prohibition of the Flute & dancing is inveighed against as wrong & 
foolish. - thc more than Presbyterian manner of keeping the Sabbath is 
looked on in a slmilllr view. I will not pretend to offer any opinion on 
this subj('ct against men who have resided 645 as many years as I have 
days in the Island. On the whole it is my opmion that the slate of 
morality & religion is highly creditable.- There are many who attack 
even more aCrimoniously than Kotzebue, bolh thE. Missionaries, their 
syslem & the effect produced.- Such reasoners never compare Ihe 
present to the forme r stilte only t ..... enty yea rs before; nor even to th.lt of 
Europe in this day, bul 10 the high slilndard of Gospel perfection.­
They expt..'Ct the Missionaries 10 effeci what the very Apostles failed to 
do. - By as much as things fall short of this high scale, blame is attached 
to the Missionaries, instead of credit fo r what has been effected. They 
forget or will not remember that human sacrifices & the pow('r of an 
idolatrous pnesthood, -3 system of proflig<'lcy unpar.llleled in the 
world, & consl.·quent Infanticide as part of that system, -bloody wars 
where the conqu('Tors spared neither women or children have been 
abolished; that dishonesty, intemperance & licentiousness have been 
greatly reduced by the introduction of Christianily. - It is oose 
ingratitude ina Voyager to forget these things; at the poin t ofShipwrcck 
on some unknown co.lst he will most devoutly pray that the lesson of 
the Missionary may have extended thus far. 

In their mor.llity, the virtue of the women is said to be most open to 
exception; but beforel6461 they are blamed too severely, it will be well 
distinctly tocall to mind the scenes described by Capt. Cook & M'Banks 
m which the grandmothers & mothers of the prescnt race played a part. 
Those who arc most severe should consider how much of the morality 
in Europe is owing to the system early impressed by mothers on their 
daughters & how much in each individual case to the precepts of 
religion.- Hut it is useless to argue against such men; I believe that 
diS<.lppointed at no t fi nding the field of licentiousness quite so open as 
formerly , they will not give credit tOil morillity which they do not wish 
to practice, or to a religion which they undervalue, if not desp ise.-~ 

The Tahitian service was a very interesting spectade.- The Chapel 
is a large airy framework of wood; it was filled to excess by tidy clean 
people of all.lges & seXl'S. - I was ratherdis.lppointed in the apparent 
degree of attention; but I believe my e).pt..'Clations were raised too 
high. - Anyhow the appearance was quite l'qual to that in a country 
Church in England. - The singing of the hymns was decidedly very 
pretty; Ihe language however from the pulpit, although fluently 
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delivered had not much euphony: a constant repetition of sounds like 
~ lata , la , mata ilia;", rendered it monotomous. - After English service, a 
party returned on foot to Matavai; - it was a pleasant walkl647j either 
along the sea-beach or under the shad~ of the many beautiful trees. 
uThc ,nt~r,""nil\~ piI~S.lgc;~ m~rled in penc,t fordclt'tion. 
's.-e W,lIlolm llhs, Po/"IIi'S"'" nVllrrlJt'S. dllTmS" ri"<lItrnCl'o{ "I'IlTI" S,l yro ... /l" thr Silllt" 5t>:I 
Iskrnds 2 \"01< London, 1829. 
'Sec note 2 for 9 ~o\·cmbt'T. p. 365. 
s~ OUo \"on KoIzbehoe," t'Pyll.,\,"of disror. ... ",. ",to ,'''' 5(llllh 5ni ~I!d &m"s's Slmll, 
Tr~MLat~ byH. E. Lloyd. 3 \015. London. 1821 . 
• A p~pt'r .. n titl~ 'A leiter ront~'ning I"t'nlark5 on the mordlstatt' of rahill. ~e,,· Zealand 
&c' WJ5 pubhshl'd by FitzRoy dnd CD in Si)l<'" A.frlC~1! Chri;/Ilm Rmmfrr 2: 211-38. The 
first part. wr,tten in thl' Orst pt'fl><In except for thr~ introductorY p.<T~gr.lphs. and signed 
by Fit~.Roy alone. contdlnro eXn'TJ'ts from CD's joum')l SI/"(> ThtCoIlrcl<'ti PaP""o{CIwl~ 
Dorm.", edul'd by r. H. BarN1t. Ch,cago, 1977. Vol. 1. pp. 19-38 

23"j I hired a canoe &- men to take me on the reef.- These canoes are 
from their extreme narrowness comical little boats. - They wou ld 
immediately be upset if it was not for a floating log of very light wood 
joined to the canoe by two long transverse poles. - We paddled for 
some time about the reef admiring the pretty branching Cora ls. - It is 
my opinion, that besides the avowed ignorance concern ing the tiny 
architects of each individual species, little is yet known, in spite of the 
much which has been written, of the structure &- origin of the Coral 
Islands &. reefs. _ 1 

'Although from his rvadmg. and from h,~ thmkmg about the C'<ln<;cqut'nc~ of the 
I'le\'~tlOn of the South Amcnc-"n contment. CD's theory dbout the formaTIon of cor .. 1 reefs 
h.>d proOObly alreadyoome to hIm by thiS tim ... th,swds the ONI r~ftho1t heiKru"Uy !1<1'" 

See Appt'ndi~ V in Corr""I'0"dma 1: 5f>7-71, 

24th About Iwo years ago a small vessel under English colors was 
plundered by the inhabitants of the Low Islands, which were then 
under the dominion of the Queen of Tahiti . - It is believed they were 
instigated 10 this act by some indiscreet laws issul..>d by Her Majesty.­
The Brilish Government demanded com pensation; this was acceeded 
to &- a sum nearly equal to 3000 dollar~ was agreed 10 be pllid on the first 
of last September. - Thl:! Commodore at Lima O'rdered Capt. FitlRoy to 
enquire concerning this debt &- to demand S<ltisfaction if not paid.­
Capt. FitzRoy asked for an interview with the Queen:- For this 
purpose a Parliament was held where all the principal chiefs of the 
Island &. thl:! Queen were assembled.I64Sll will not attempt lodeS("ribe 
what took place, as so interesting an account has been given by Capt. 
FitzRoy. t The money had not been paid: - perhaps thealledged reasons 
were rather equivoca ting; o therwise I cannot sufficiently express our 
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general surprise at the extreme good sense; reasoning powers, modera­
tion, candor & prompt resolution which were displayed on all sides. ­
I believe every one in our party left the meeting with a very different 
opinion of the Tah itians from what he entertained when entering. ­
The chiefs & people resolved to subscribe & com plete the sum which 
W.1S wanting. - Capt. FitLRoy urged that it was hard that their private 
property should be sacrificed fo r the crimes of distant Islanders. They 
replied that they were grateful for his consideration, but that Pomarre 
was their queen, & they were determined to help her in this her 
difficulty, - This resolution & its prompt execution, for a book was 
opened early the next morning, is an uncommon instance of loyalty , 
After the main discussion was ended, several of the chiefs took the 
opportunity of .1sking C .. pt. FitzRoy many intell igent questions con­
cerning internationa l customs & laws. These rel.1ted to the treatment of 
ships & foreigners. On some pOints, as soon as- their decision was 
m.1dc, the l .. w was issued verbally on the spot. - This Tahitian parlia­
ment lasted for severall6491 hours and when it was over Capt. FitzRoy 
invited the Queen to pay the Beagle a visit. - We all dined with M' 
Pritchilrd, & after it W.1S dark pulled back to the ship.-

' CD uriginally wrute 'as it will probdbly be published ', and evide"liy revised this 
sentencc ~fte, ",,,d ing Fitl.Ruy', account uf the ParliamenC 

25'" Capt. FitzRoy & myself breilkfilsted with M' Wilson & i1fterwMds 
the Be.1g1e got under weigh: from light airs we did not get into P.1piete 
till the evening. Four boats were sent on shore for Her Majesty. The 
Ship was dressed with flags & the yards manned on her coming on 
board. - With her came most of the chiefs: the behaviour of all was very 
proper; they begged for nothing & appeared much gratified by the 
presents which were given them. - The Queen is an awkquard large 
woman, without any beauty, gracefulness or dignity of manners. - She 
appears to have only one royal attribute, viz a perfect immoveability of 
expression (& that generally rather a sulky one) under all cir­
cumstances, - Sky rockets & the 5eamens songs appeared to give most 
amusement. - The Queen remarked that one song, a very noisy comic 
one, certainly cou ld not be "Hymeni".- The Royal party did not leave 
us till past midnight: they all appeared well contented with their visit. -

26th Capt. Fit7Roy & myself went on shore. The object was to wait for a 
deed signed by the Qm.'Cn & two principal chiefs stating how much of 
the n.'quin:d sum was paid & thcirl6501 determination immediately to 
coliect the rcmainder.-l In the course of the day we paid two visits to 
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the Queen in her house, which I must need say isa most paltry place.­
In the evemng dined with M' Pritchard, whom I regret I had not lime to 
become beller ilckquainted wi th, & aftcrwMds we went on board the 
Ship, which was under weigh waiting for us in the offing.l In the 
evening with a gentle land breeze a cou rse was steered for New 
Zealand, & as the Sun set we took a farewell look at the mountains of 
Tahiti, -the island to which every traveller has offered up his tribute of 
admiration. -
" Inlen·emn!! fMSSolflt marked '" p"nc;llo ~ dcltoted. 

Dccl.'mbrr 3,d After sever,ll days of light winds. we passed ncar to the 
island Whytootacke; We here saw a union of the two prevailing kinds 
of structure united A hilly irregular mass was surrounded by a well 
defined circle of reefs, which in greal part have been con\'t~rled inlo low 
narrow strips of land, which as Cook calls them ilre half drowned, 
consisting merely of sand & Corall rocks· heaped upon the dead pMt of 
il former reef. - The inhilbitilnts made a smoke to attract our allen­
tion . -

19'~ In the evening we saw in the distance New Zealand. - \Ve may now 
consideroursel\'esas nearlywilhout the hmitsof the Pacific Ocean . It is 
nect!S5ary to sail over this great sca to understand its immenSity. 651 
Moving quickly onwards for wee!..s together. we meet wilh nothing but 
the same bloc profoundly deep ocean . Even within the Archipelag0C5 
the Islands are mere spec\..s & far distant one from the other. Accus­
tomed to look at Maps drawn on a small scale, where dots, sh,lding, & 
names itre crowded together. we do not judge rightly how infinitely 
small the proportion of dry land is to the water of this great sea.- The 
Meridian of the Antipodes is likewise passed; every league, thanks to 
our good fortune , which we now travel onwards, is one league nearer 
to England These Antipodes call to mind old recollections of childish 
doubt & wonder. Even but the other day, I looked forward to this airy 
barrier as a definite point in our voyage homewards; now I find it & all 
such resting places for the imagination Me like shadows which a man 
mo\'ing onwards cannot catch. - A gale of wind, which lasted for some 
days, has Ju~t laldy given us time & inchnation to measure the future 
stages In our long voyage of half the world, & wish most earnestly for 
its termination.-

20'~ During the night the Ship stood off & on under easy s..lil; in the 
morning it was found Ihat a current had carried her20 miles to Leeward 
of the B..ly of Islands. - The country is irregular in form & hilly but not 
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high; the whole is scattered over with wood. - The coast in parts is 6521 
formed by high reddish cliffs more or less broken down . - We may 
compare this coast to that of East T. del Fuego, Chiloe, or the Indian 
territory South of Concepcion, or I do not doubt to a score of other 
places, where no very marked feature occurs. -

21" Early in the morning we entered the Bay of Islands, being becalmed 
near the mouth for some hours; we did not reach the anchorage till the 
middle of the day. - The country is hilly but with a smooth outline; & it 
is deeply intersected by numerous arms extending from the Bay. The 
surface appears from a distance as if clothed with coarse pasture, but 
th is in truth is nothing but fern. On the more distant hills, as well as in 
patches in some of the valleys, there is a good deal of Woodland. The 
ge"eral tint however of the landscape is not a very bright green, but 
resembles the country a short distance to the Southward of Concepcion 
in Chili. - In several parts of the Bay, close down to the waters edge, 
little villages of square tidy looking houses were scattered. Three 
Whaling Ships were lying at anchor; but with the exception of these & 
of a few canoes now & then crossing from one shore to the olher an air 
of extreme quietness reigned over the whole district. - Only one single 
canoe came alongside; this & the whole scene afforded a remarkable & 

not very pleasing contrast to our joyful boisterous welcome at Tahiti.-
1653 

In the afternoon we went on shore to one of the larger groups of 
houses, which yet hardly deS(!rves the title of a village. It's name is 
Pahia; it is the residence of the Missionaries, & with the exception of 
their servants & labourers there are no native residents. - In the 
vidnityof Ihe Bay of Islands, the number of Englishmen including their 
families amounts to between two & three hundred; all the cottages, 
many of which are whitewashed, & look as I havesaid very neal, are the 
property of Englishmen. The hovels of the natives are so diminutive & 
paltry that they can scarcely be perceived from any distance. - At Pahia 
it was quite pleasing to behold in the platforms before the houses so 
many English flowers; there were roses of several kinds, honeysuckle, 
jessamine, stocks & whole hedges of sweet briar. 

22wJ In the morning I went oul walking: 1 soon found that the country is 
very impracticable; the hills are all thickly covered by tall fern, together 
with a low bush which grows like a cypress; & very little ground in this 
neighbourhood has been cleared or cultivated. I then tried the sea 
beach, bu t proceeding towards either ha"d, my walk was soon stopped 
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short by creeks & deep streams of fresh water. - The communication 
between the inhabitants of different parts of the B.1Y, is as in Chiloe 
almost entirely kept up by boa ts. I65411 was surprised to find that almost 
every hill which I ascended had been at some former time more or less 
fo rti fied. The summits were cut into steps or successive terraces and 
they had frequently been protected by deep trenches. I aftenvards 
observed that the principal hills inland, in a like manner showed an 
artifidal outl ine. These are the Pas, so frequently mentioned by Capt 
Cook under the name of "hippah"; the difference being owing to the 
prefixed article. - That the Pas had formerly been used was evident 
from the piles of shells & the pits, in which, as I was informed, sweet 
potatoes were kept buried as reserved provisions. As there was no 
water on these hills, the defenders could never have antidpa ted a long 
siege, but onlya hurried attack for plunder, underwhichcircumstances 
the successive terraces would afford good protection. - The general 
introduction of fire-arms has changed the whole system of wa rfare; an 
exposed situation on the summit of a hill would now be worse than 
useless.- The Pas in consequence isat the present day always built on 
a level piece of ground. -it consists of a double stockade of thick & tall 
posts, placed in a zigzag line so that every part can be flanked. Within 
the stockade a mound of earth is thrown up, behind which the 
defenders can rest in l6551 safety, or use their fire-arms over thl' top . On 
the level of the ground, little archways sometimes pass through this 
breastwork, by means of which the defenders ca n crawl out to the 
stockade to Tt.'Connoitre their enemies.- The Rev~ W. Williams, who 
gave me this accou nt, added that in one Pas he had noticed on the 
inside of the mound of earth projecting spurs or buttresses: on asking 
the chief the use of these, he replied, that if two or three men should be 
shot, their neighbours would not see their bod ies & so be discour­
aged. - These Pas are considered by the New Zealanders as a very 
perfect means of defence. The attacking force is never so well discip­
lined as to rush in a body to the stockade, cut it down & effect their 
entry. - When a tribe goes to war, the chief cannot order one party to 
go here & another there, but every man fights in the manner which best 
pleases himself, & to indi vid uals to approach a stockade defended by 
firearms must appear certain dea th. I should think in no part of the 
world a more war-like race of inhabitants could be found than the New 
Zealanders. Their conduct in first seeing a Ship, as described by Capt. 
Cook, strongly illustrates this. The act of throwing volleys of stones at 
so great & novel an object as a ship & their defiance of "come on shore 
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&: we will kill &: eat ),ou alt H shows uncommon boldness. - This wa rlike 
spirit IS evidenl in many 656 of their customs &: smallest actions. If a 
New Zealander IS struck, although but in joke, the blow must be 
returned; of Ihis I saw an instance with one of our officers. 

At the present day. from the progressive ctvih7.atlon, there is much 
less warfare. When Eutopa!ans first traded here, muskets &: ammunl­
hon far e:.:CH'dcd In value any other article; now they are In little requ~t 
&: are mdeed often offered for sale. - Amongst some of the Southern 
tnbes there 15, howe'er, yet much hostlhty; I heard a char4lcterishc 
anecdote of what took plolce there some hme ago. - A Mlsslonal} 
found a chief &: rus tnbe in full preparabon for war; their musKets clean 
&: bnght & their ammunillon ready.- Hereasoncd long on the Inullht)" 
of the Wolr &: the httle cau!W whlch had been Slven; the chief was much 
sholKen an hiS resoIuhon &: seemed in doubt. - But at length It occurred 
10 him that a barrel of his gunpowder was an a bad slate &: would not 
keep much longer; thiS was brought forward as an unanswerable 
argument for the necl'Ssity of Immediately declaring w"r,- the idea of 
allowing so much gunpowder to spoil was not tolerable &: it settled the 
poin t,I 

I was told by thel657 Missionaries that in Ihe life ofShongi, the chief 
who vl!olled England, the love of Wa r was Ihe one &: last1l1g spnng of 
every action . The tribe In which he wasa principal chief had alone time 
been much oppressed by another from the Thames river. A solemn 
resolution waS agrm on, that when their boys should grow up inlo 
men & they should be powerful enough, they would never forget or 
fOTSI,'e these '"Junes. To fu lfil this appears to have been Shongi's chief 
motive for gOIng to England; when there II was hiS sole obJect; presents 
were only valued which could be convl"l"ted Intoanns; of the ,Iris, those 
ollone were Interestmg WhKh were concerned with the-lNInufactory of 
lInns - When at Sydney Shongi by a strange colnOdence met lit the 
house of M' Marsden the hostile chief of the Thames:-thelr conduct 
wa' OVIlto each otht'r. But Shangi told him that when again In New 
Zealand he ..... ould never «,a!lie to carry war Into hiS cou.ntry , - The 
challenge WliS accepted; &: Shongi on his return fulfilled the threolt to Iht' 
utmost letter; the tnbe on the Thames river was utterly (»·erthrown. &: 
the chif:{ to whom the challenge had been SI'·en was himself killed -
ShonSI, although ronceahngsuch deep feehngsof hatred &: revengt', IS 
dCllCribed to have been a goodnatured sort of person. -

In the evening of Ihls day I went with Capt. FitzRoy &: M' 8.1ker, one 
of the Missionaries, to pay a visitl658' 10 Kororarika . Thls Is the large'l 
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village & wil! one day no doubt increase into the chief town. Besides a 
considerable native population there are many English residents. ­
These latter are of the most worthless char.lcter; & amongst them are 
many run away convicts from New South Wales. There are many spirit 
shops, & the whole population is addicted to drunkenness & all kinds 
of vice. As this is the capital, a person would be inclined to fo rm his 
opinion of the New Zealanders from what he here saw; but in this case 
his estimate of their character would be too low. - This little village is 
the very strong-hold of vice; although many tribes, in other parts, have 
embraced Christianity, here the greater part are yet remain in Heath­
enism. In such places the Missionaries are held in little esteem; bUI they 
complain far more of the conduct of their countrymen than of the 
natives. II is strange, but ( here heard these worthy men say that the 
only protection which they need & on which they rely is from the native 
Chiefs against Englishmen! 

We wandered about the vi!lage& saw & conversed with many of the 
people, both men, women & children. Looking at the New Zealander, 
one naturally compares him with the Tahitian; both belonging to the 
same family of mankind. The comparison however tells heavily against 
the New Zealander. Hemay perhaps be superior in energy, butinevery 
other respect his character is of a much lower order. One glance at 
theirl6591 respective expressions, brings conviction to the mind that 
one is a s.wage, the other a civilized man. It would be in vain to seek in 
the whole of New Zealand a person with the face & mien of the old 
Tahitian chief Utamme. No doubt the extraordinary manner in which 
tattooing is here practised gives a disagreeable expression to their 
countenances. The complicated but symmetrical figures covering the 
whole face, puzzle & mislead an unaccustomed eye; it is moreover 
probable that the deep incisions, by destroying the play of the superfi­
cial muscles, would give an air of rigid inflexibility.- But besides all 
this, there is a twinkling in the eye which cannot indicate anything but 
cunning & ferocity. - Their figures are tall & bulky, but in eleganceare 
not comparable with those of the working classes in Tahiti; this I believe 
was the opinion of all on board, though we had expected otherwise 
from having read Mr Earles! work.- Both their persons & houses are 
filthily dirty & offensive; the idea of washing either their persons or 
clothes neversecms to have entered their heads. I saw a chief, who was 
wearing [a] shirt black & matted with filth; when asked how it came to 
be so dirty, he replied with surprise "Do not you see it isanold one?"­
Some of the men have shirts, but the common dress is one or two 
large 660 blankets generally black with dirt, which are thrown over 
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their shoulders in a very inconvenient and awkward fashion. A few of 
the principal chiefs have dl"Cent suits of English clothes, but these are 
only worn on great occasions. 

Considering the numbcr of foreigners residing in New Zealand &- the 
amount of commerce carried on there, the slate of government of the 
country is most remarkable. It is however incorrect to use the term 
government, where absolutely no such thing exists. The land is divided 
by weJ1 determined boundilries between the various tribes, which are 
lotally independent of each olher. The individuals in each tribe consist 
of free men, &- slaves laken in war; the land is common 10 all the 
freeborn, Ihal is each may occupy &- till any part Ihal is vacant; in a Solie 
therefore of land, every such person must receive paTt payment.­
Amongst the free men, there will always be some one who from riches, 
from talents, or from descenl from some noted character, will take the 
lead, &- in this respect he may be considered as the chie£.- But if the 
united tribe should be asked who was Iheir chief, no one would be 
acknowledged . Wilhout doubt in many cases the individuals thus 
obtain great influence, but as faras 16611 understand their power is not 
legitimate. Even the authority of a masierover his slave, or parenl over 
his children, appears to be regulated by no kind of ordinary custom. 
Proper laws arc of course quite unknown; certain lines of action are 
generally considert.>d right &- others wrong. -if such customs are 
infringed upon, the injured person or !"us tribe if they have power, seek 
retnbulion; if not they treasure up the recollection of it, tilllhe day of 
revenge arrives. - If the state in which the Fuegians Ih'e should be fi:.:ed 
on as zero in the scale of governments, I am afraid the New Zealand 
would rank but a few degTe('s higher, while Tahiti, even as when first 
di<;c(wered, would occupy a respectable position,3 
1 Foilow!"d 11)' ~ d~I~IKI ~nl~nc~J should ima~me thaI formerly IhE' dIfferent tribto, rould 
hardly hnE' E'\'er Ix~n al pea.:\' Wllh each otll .. r; bul only Ih~llhflc "e~ C"",110M of 
hOSllhlK"l_ -' 
'Set- AuguSlus barle, A "Im,,'''''- at 1m .... mo"th_ ..... Idrnu'n Nrw Zrtrlll"d In 18!7 
london, 1832. In ~ kiter 10 C..rohnE' 0.1"\\ In wrinen 00 27 Oe<:embtor, CD ~Id 'We ~re 
quot ... ind'/VI.lnl wilh Earle's book, besideE''"t~me inju$IJCC ,tsllo"'$ Ingratitude _ Those 
very m"sion':lne$, who ar~ accused of «>Idness. llmow wlthoul doubllNtthey always 
trealed h'm "",h br mo~ cml"y, INn h,s open It<<nhou5ne51!1 could N\'e gJ\'en ~a500 
tue>.pect . - ' Stoe C"""""f\I"dnra 1: 4n_ 
'FoIlo"'rd by ~ (J.o,ielrd ~~ge 'C""hnumgour fambieaboullhevIlLl8E'. M' B.:Ilertook 
uS 10 _ • ch.opet .. -luch was buildmg. [prl'5ume It.. M,sslOOMM'"S ha\'e r"' .... on this 'pol, 
whe~ the~ art' 50 fe" ChmtLms, in Qf'der loallacl v,«, m ht'r very Cltadt't, «'1UinJ)' al 
pn'lol'nl Ihe old adage I~ true, "till' nrirt'r till' Church, Iht' further from HeJ\'m" 
Altogv«her thE' \'IILlge of Koror~nI<a;, J dl~ustmg ~nr; &. I am glad IllS not ~ 
10 lale Ih,~ asa spedml'O of New 7 .... aLlnd . 

23,4 AI a place called Waimate, about fifteen miles from the Bay of 
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Islands &. midway between the Eastern &: Western C0.1stS, the Mis· 
sionaries:662 havc purchased some land fo r agricultural purposes. I 
had ocoen introduced to thc Rev~ \'II Williams, who, upon my expressing 
a wish, invitlod me to pay him a visit there. - M' Busby the British 
Resident offered to take me In his boot up a creek, where I should see a 
pretty waterfall &: which would also shorten my " 'alk. - He likewise 
procured for me a gUide: upon asking a neighbouring chief to recom· 
mend a man, the chief himself offered to go; but his ignorance for the 
value of money was so complete, tha t heat firs t asked how many IlOrmds 
, would give him, but afterwards was well contented with two dollars. 
When [showed the chief a very small bundle which I wan ted carried, it 
became absolutely necesS<lry to take a slave for tha t purpose; - such 
feelings are beginning 10 wear away, but fonnerly a leading man would 
have died sooner than undergone the Indignity of carrying the smallest 
burthen. - My companion was a light active man, dressed If1 a dirty 
blanket, &: with his face completely tattooed; he had fonnerly been a 
greal warnor. He appeared to be on very cordial tenns with M' Busby; 
but at various limes they had quarrelled violently. M' Busby remarked 
that a little quiet irony would frequently silence one ofthesc natives in 
his most blustering moments. This chief has come &. harangued M' 
Bushy in a hectoringi6631 manner, saying, "A great chief, a great man, 
a friend of mine. has come to pay me a visit, you must give him 
something toeat, some fine presents &.c." M' Busby has allowed him to 
finish his diSCOUrse &: then has quietly rephed by some such answer as 
"Wha t else shall your slave do for you?" The man would then instantly 
with a very com ical expression cease his braggadocio.-

Some time ago M' Busby suffered a far more serious attack; a chief &: a 
party of men tried to break into his housein the middle of the night, &: not 
finding this so easy, commenced a brisk firing with their muskets. M' 
Busby was slightly wounded, bu t the party was at length driven away. 
Shortly afterwards it was discovered who was the aggressor, &: a gener,,1 
meeting of the chiefs was convened to consider the case. - It was con· 
sidered by the New Zealanders as very atrocious, in as much asi! wasa 
night attack, &t thai Mrs Busby was lying illm the house after her confine· 
menl: this circumstance, much to their honour, being considered in all 
casesas a protection. The chiefs agreed to confiscate the land to the King 
of England:- The wholeproceedmg, however, in thustrying&punish­
ing a chief was entirely without precedent. The aggressor moreover 
I05t1664 caste in the estimation of his equals; & this was considered by 
the Bntish as of more consequence than the confiscation.-
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As the boat was shoving off, a St.'COnd chief stepped in her, who only 
wanted the amusement of the passage up &: down the crt.'Ck. I never 
saw a more horrid &: ferocious expression than this man had: it 
immediately struck me I had seen his likeness; it will be found in 
Retzch's outlines of Schiller's ballad, I where two men arc pushing 
Robert mto the burning iron furnace; It is the man who has his arm on 
Robert's breast. Physiognomy here spoke the truth; this chief had been 
a notorious murderer &: was to boot an Mrant coward. - At the point 
where the boat landed, M' Busbyacrompanied mea few hundred ya rds 
on the ro.ld; I cou ld not help admiring the cool impudence of the ho.lry 
old villain, whom we left lying in the boat, when he shouted to M' 
Bw>by, "Do not you sl"y long, I shall be tired of waiting here".-

We now commenced our walk; the road lay along a well beaten path, 
bordered. on each side by the tall fern which coveTS the whole country. 
After travelling some mill'S, we came 10 a little country village wheN! a 
few ho\'ds were collected together &: some pa lchesof ground cu ltivated 
for potato crops. The introd uction of the potato had ocoen j665 of the 
most esscnbaJ benefit to the island; it is now much more used than any 
natIve vegetable. New Zealand is favourable by one great natural 
advantage, namely that the inhabitants can never perish from famine. 
The whole count ry abounds with fern, &: the roots of this, if not very 
palatable, yet contain much nutriment:- A native can always subsist 
on them &: on the shell fish, which is very abundant on all parts of the 
sea shore. The villages are chIefly conspicuous by the platforms which 
arc raised on four posts, ten or twelve feet above the ground &: on which 
the produce of the fields is kept secure from all accidents. - On coming 
ncar to one of the huts, I was much amused by seeing in due fonn the 
ceremony of rubbing, or as It would be more property called, pressmg 
noses. The women on our first approach began utteringsomelhing III a 
most dolorous plaintive voice, they then squatted themselves down &: 
held up their faces; my companions standing over them placed the 
bndges of their own noses at right angles to theirs, &: commenced 
pressing; this lasted rather longer than a cordial shake of the hand 
would with us; as we vary the force of the grasp of the hand in shaking, 
so do they in pressing. Ounng the process they utter comfortable htt le 
grunts, very much in the same 666 manner as two pigs do when 
rubbins against each other. I noticl-d that the slave would press 1l000S 
with anyone he met, indifferently ei ther before or after his master, the 
Chief. -: Although amongst savages the chief has absolute power of 
life &: dea th over his slave, yet there is generally an entire absence of 
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ceremony belween them. MT Bu rchellJ has remarked the same thing in 
Southern Africa with the rude BachiJpins. Where civilization has 
arrived at a certain point. as among the Tahitians, complex fo rmali ties 
are soon instituted between Ihe differen t grades of life. For instance in 
the above island every one was formerly obliged to uncover themselves 
as low as the waist in presence of the king. 

The ceremony of pressing noses having been completed with aU 
present, we seated ourselves in a circle in front of one of the houses & 
rested there half an hour. - AU the native hovels which I have seen, 
have nearly the same form & dimensions & aU agree in being filthily 
dirty. They resemble 11 cow shed with one end open; but having a 
partition a little way wilhin, with a square hole in it, which cuts off a pari 
& makes a small gloomy chamber. When the weather is cold the 
inhabitants sleep there & likewise keep all their property. They eat, 
however, & pass their time in the open part in front. 

My guides having finished their pipes, we continued our walk. The 
path led through the same undu lating coun try, the whole unifonnly 
clothed as before with fern. On our righ t hand we had a serpentine 
river, the banks of which were fringed with trees & here & there on the 
hill sides there were clumps of wood. - The whole scene, in spite of its 
green color, bore ra ther a desolate aspect; the sight of so much fern 
impresses the mind with an idea of useless sterility; Ihis, however, is 
not the case, for wherever the fern grows thick & breast h igh, the 
l"ndl6671 by tillage becomes productive. I have heard it asserted, & I 
think with much probability, tha t all this extensive open country was 
once covered by forests, & that it had been cleared ages past by the aid 
of fire. - It is said that frequent ly by digging in the barest spots, lumps 
of Ihat kind of rosin which flows from the Kauri pine, ilre found. - The 
natives had an evident motive in thus clearing the country, for in such 
parts the fern, formerly so staple an article of food, best flourishes. The 
"Imosl entire absence of associated grasses which fonns so remarkable 
a feature in the vegetation of this Island, may perhaps be accounted for 
by the open parts being the work of man, while Nature hiJd designed 
the country for forest land. _t The soil is volcanic; in several paris we 
passed over slaggy and vesicular lavas & the form of a crater wasc1early 
to be distinguished in several of Ihe neighbouring hills. - Although the 
scenery is nowhere beautiful & only occasionally pretty [ enjoyed my 
walk; I should have enjoyed it more ifmy companion, thechicf, had not 
possessed extraordinary conversational powers. I only knew three 
words, good-bad-& yes: with these I answered all his rema rks, 
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withoul of course having understood one word he said. This was quite 
sufficient. I was a good listener,-iln agreeable person,-&- he never 
ceased talking to O1e. l668 

At length we reached Waimate; after having passed over so many 
miles of an uninhabited useless country, the sudden appearance of an 
English fann house &- its well dressed fields, placed there as if by an 
enchanter's wand, was exceedingly pleasing. _MT Williams nol being 
al home, I received in MrDavies' house a cordial &- pleas.1nl welcome.­
After drinking lea with his family party, we look a stroll aboul the 
farm. - At Waimale thert~ are three large houses, wherclheMissionary 
genllemen M" Williams, Davies &- Clarke reside; near to these arc the 
hu ts of the native labourers. - On an adjoini ng slope fine crops of 
barley & wheat in full ear, &- others of potatoes & of clover were 
standing; but I cannot attempt to describe all I saw; Ihere were large 
gardens, wilh every fruit & vegetable which England produces & many 
belonging to a warmer dime.- I may instance asparagus, kidney 
beans, cucumbers, rhubarb, apples & pears, figs. peaches, apricots, 
grapes, olives, gooseberries, curran ts, hops, gorse for fences, & English 
oaks! & many different kinds of flowers. Around the fa rm yard were 
stables, a threshing barn with its winnowing machine, a blacksmiths 
forge & on the ground ploughshares & other tools; in the middle was 
that happy mixture of pigs & poultry which may be seen socomfortably 
I)'ing together in every English fa rm yard. I669· AI the distance of a few 
hundred yards, where the waterof a little rill has been dammed upinto 
a pool, a large &- substantial wa ter-mill had been erected . All this is very 
surprising when it is considered that five years ago nothing but the fern 
here flourished . Moreover native workmanship taught by the Mis­
sionaries has effected this change:-the lesson of the Missionary is the 
enchanter's wand. The house has been built, the windows framed, the 
fields ploughed, even the trees grafted by the New Zealander. At the 
mill a New Zealander may be seen powdered white with flour, like his 
brother miller in England. - When I looked at this whole scene I 
thought it admirable. - It was not that England was vividly brought 
before my mind; yet as the evening drew 10 a close, the domestic 
sou nds, the fields of com, the distant country with its trees now 
appearing like pasture land, all might well be mistaken fo r such.- Nor 
was it the tri umphant feeling at seeing what Englishmen could effect: 
but a thing of far more consequence;-the object for which this labor 
had been bestowed, -the moral effect on the naliw inhabitant of New 
Zealand.- si670; 
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The whole Mission.lry system ap~ars to me vt'ry different from that 
of Tahiti; much morealtention IS there paid to religious instruction & to 
the direct im provement of the mind; here mOTe to the arts of civilization. 
I do not doubt in bolh C.lSCS the s.lme object is in view:- judging from 
the success alone I shou ld rather lean to the Tahiti side; probably 
however each system is best adapted to the country where it is 
followed. The mind of a Tahitian is certainly o ne of a higher order, & on 
the other hand the New Zealander, not bcingable to pluck from the tree 
that shades his house the bread fru it & banana, would naturally turn his 
atten tion with morc TC<ldiness to the Arts.- When (ompMing the state 
of New Zealand to Tahiti it must always be remembered that from the 
respective fonns of government, the Missionaries have here to labor at 
a task many times more difficult. - The Reviewer of M' Earle's travels 
in the Quarterly Journal, by pointi ng out a more advantageous tine of 
conduct for the Missionaries, evidently considers that too much atten­
tion has been pa id to r~ligious instruction in proportion to other 
subjects. This opinion being so very d ifferen t from the one at which I 
arrived, any third person hearing the two sides would probilbly con­
dude that thel671 1 Missionaries had been the best judges &: had chosen 
the right path. 

Sevcrill young men were employed about the farm, who had oc'Cn 
brought up by the Missionaries, having been redeemed by them from 
slavery. They were dressed in a shirt &: jacket & had a rcspt.'Ctable 
appearil nce. Judging from one trifling anecdote I should think they 
must be honest; w hen walking in the fi elds, a young labourer came up 
to M' Davit'S &: gave him a knife &: gimlet, saying he had found them on 
the rood &: did not know to whom they belonged!- These you ng men 
&: boys appeared very merry & good-h umoured ; in the evening I saw a 
party of them playing cricket; when' thought of the Austerity of which 
the Missionaries have lx-en accused, [was amused at S<.'Cing one of their 
sons taking an active part in the game. - A more decided &: pleasing 
Change was manifest in the young women who acted as servants within 
the houses; their dean tidy &: healthy appearance, like that of dairy 
maids in England, fo rmed a wonderful contrast with the women of the 
filthy hovels in Kororarika.- The wives of the Missionaries tried to 
persuade them not to be tattooc-d ; but a famous operator having arrived 
from the South they said, "We really must just have a few tines on our 
lips; else when we grow old our lips w ill sh rivel &: we shall be so very 
ugly".- Tattooing is not genera lly nearly j672 so much practised as 
formerly; bu t as it is a badge of d isti nction between the Chief & the 
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srdV~, it will not probably very soon be disuSt.'<i. So soon does any train 
of ideas become habitual, that the Missionaries told me that even in 
their eyes a plain face looks mean & not like that of a New Zealand 
gent leman. 

Latc in the evening r went to Mr Williams' house where I passed the 
night . - I found there a very large party of children, collected together 
for Christmas day, & who were sitting round a table at tea . I never saw 
a nicer or more merry group:-& to think that this was in Ihe centre of 
the land of cannibalism, murder & all atrocious crimes! The cordiality & 
the happiness so plainly pictured in the faces of the little cirde is, I 
believe from what I cou ld see, equally felt by the older persons of the 
Mission. 

ISctuUer's &JJ/Id of r'~1rI 
' The piSJolge from he .... lu 1M end uf the pi~gBph i5 wntten (>n a st'p.ifille J'ilge, fTI.Irled 
lu be inkned 
's.-.- W. j . Burchell. T'/Il orl~,n II., JII /"';""I"I(So,,'hmI Afrn London. Im-l. 
' Thi$ paSSilg .. was almost unalil'~ in the fi~t ed.tlOn of IOtmllll l"l(~r(hn p 506, but 
in the ]845 ed.tlOn, p 424, the .... ord¥ 'by the open pol.ts being tilt' work of IN.n, whil .. 
Nature had designed the country for forest boo' ..... ere changed to 'by the Llnd ha"lng 
~n aboriginally cu'.emi .. ·ith forest·t~.' 

' F..u.o...."Cd by .. deletl!"<i ... nt~: 'Much cuuld not be exp«tcd in SO , hon a tlfJM' ; but the 
neighbouring people apf'l'"""!"d to nw ralh<;-r c"'a ne." c",rta;nly with bellere~'preH<Oru "f 
cuuntenJllO', tNt th...,. at the Bly ollslands: 

24" In the morning prayers were read in the native tongue to the whole 
family: after breakfast I rambled about the gardens & farm. - This was 
market day when the natives of the surrounding hamlets bring their 
stock of potatoes, Indian corn or pigs, to exchange for blankets, tobacco 
&: sometimes (from the persuasions of the MiSSionaries) for soap. M' 
Davies' eldest son, who manages a fann of his own, is the man of 
business in thel6731 market . The children of the Missionaries, who 
came whilst young to the Island, understood the language better than 
their parents, &: can get anyt hing more easily done by the natives. M' 
Williams & Davies walked with me to part of a neighbouri ng fo rest to 
show me the famous Kauri pine. J measured one of these noble trees &: 
found it to be thirty one fC'Ct in circumference; there was another dose 
by which I did not see, thirty-three, & I have heard of one no less than 
forty feel. - The trunks are also very remarkable by their smoothness, 
cylindrical figure , absence of branches, & having nearly the same girth 
for a length from Sixty even to ninety feet. The crown of this tree, " 'here 
it is irregularly branched is small &oul of proportion to the trun\..; & the 
foliage is again diminutive as compared to the branches. The forest in 
this part was almost composed of the Kauri; amongst which the great 
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ones from the parallelism of their sides stood up like gigantic columns 
of wood . - The timber of this tree is the most \'aluable product of the 
island; besides this, quantities of a reSin oozes from the bark, which is 
collected & sold at a penny a pound to the North Americans, but its use 
is kept secret .-

On the outskirts of the wood I saw plenty of the New Zealand hemp 
plant growing in the swamps; this is the second most valuable export. ­
This plant resembles (but nol botanically) the common iris; the 
undcrl6741 surface of the leaf is lined by a layer of strong silky fibres; the 
upper green vegetable matter being scraped off with a broken shel l, the 
hemp remains in the hand of the workwoman. In the forest besides the 
Kauri there are some fine timber tTees: I saw numbers of beautiful 
Tree-Ferns & heard of Palms. Some of the New Zealand forests mustbe 
impenetrable to a very extraordinary degree; M' Matthews gave me an 
account of one which although only thirty four miles wide & separating 
two inhabited districts, like the central forest of Chiloe, had never been 
passed. He & another Missionary each with a party of about fifty men, 
undertook to open a road; but it cost them more than a fortnight' s 
labor! - In the woods I saw very few birds; with respect to animals it is 
most remarkable that so large an island, extending over nearly a 
thousand miles in latitude, & in many parts one hundred & fifty broad, 
with varied st,1tions, a fine climate & land o(all heights from 14,000 ft.'t't 
downwards, should not possess one indigenous animal with the 
exception of a small rat . - It is moreO\'er said that the introduction of 
the common Norway kind has enhreiy annihilated the New Zealand 
specie:. In the short space of two years, from the Northern extremity of 
the island. In many places I noticed several sorts of weeds, which like 
the rats I was forced toown as countrymen. A leek, however, which has 
overrun whole districts & will be very troublesome, was imported lately 
as a (avour by a French v('ssel.- The common dock is widely dissemi­
na ted & will 675 I am afraid for ever remain a proof of the rascality of 
an Englishman who sold the seeds fo r those of the tobacco plant. 

On returning from our pleasant walk to the houses, I dined with M' 
Wilhams; & then a horse being lent me, 1 returned to the Bay of 
Islands. - I took leave of the Missionaries, with thankfulness for their 
kind welcome & upright characters. I think it would be difficult to rmd 
a body of men better adapted for the high office which they fulfil.-

Christmas day . - In a few more days the fourth rear of our absence from 
England will be completed. Our first Christmas day was spent at 
Plymouth; the second at 5t Martins Cove near Cape Horn; the third at 
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Pori IA'Sire in Patagonia; the fourth at anchor in the peninsula ofTres 
Montes; this fifth here, & the next I trust in Providence again in 
England.-

We attended Divine Service in the Chapel of Pahia; part of the Service 
was read in English & pMt in thc New Zealand language. 116761 

As fa r as I was able to understand, the greatest proportion of the 
population in this northern part of the island profess Christianity. It is 
curious that even the religion of those who do not, is altered & is now 
partly Christian, partly Heathen. - Motl'O\'er, so excellent is the Chris­
tian faith, that the outward conduct of thc believers is said most 
decidedly to have ~n improved by its doctrines, which aretoa certain 
extent generally known.- It is however beyond doubt that much 
immora lity still exists; that there are very many who would not hesitate 
10 commit the heavy crime of killing a slave for a trifling offence; 
polygamy is stili common, indeed I belieye general. - We did not hear 
of any recent act of cannibalism; but M' Stokes found on a small Island 
burnt human bones strewed round an old fire-p lace; these remnants, 
however, of some quiet banquet might have ~n lying there for several 
years. - Notwithstanding the above facts it is probable that the moral 
state of the people will rapidly improve. - M' Busby mentioned one 
pleasing anecdote, as a proof of the sincerity of some at least of those 
who profess ChnslIal1lty; one of his young men left him, who had been 
accustomed to read prayers to the rest of the serva nts. Some weeks 
afterwards, happening to pass late in the evening by an outhouse, he 
saw & heard one of his men reading with difficulty by the light of the 
fire, the Uible to the l6nl rest; after this the party knelt & prayed; in their 
prayers they mentioned M' Busby & his family & the Missionaries, each 
separately in his respective district. - M' Busby then went in & told 
them how glad he was to see how they were employed: -they replied 
they had done so ever since the first young man had gone, & so should 
con tinue. -
I Followed by iii dt'lcli'd p.ts~~e_ 'This 'PPl'ill'S iii clumsy "",thod, lor the one ~If could 
noI l .. II to ~ .ed lOUl IQ('\'ery Ind,vidu.JI The numbf'ro' Nt' .. uiili<1nders, .. hoattended, 
.. ~s noI largt'; 1M Slngmg, at.hough ,ide-d by a smiilll organ WiS inlf'nOT to thill 01 
Tah,h ,-' 

26" M' Busby offered to take M' Sulivan &. myself in his boat some miles 
up the river Cowa-Cowa, & then to walk on to the village of Waiomio, 
where there are some curious rocks. - Following one of the arms of the 
Bay, we enjoyed a pleasant row, passing through pretty scenery till we 
came to a Village beyond which the boat could not proceed. - Thechief 

Rl Cambridqe Uni\ler2iN Press, Reproduced with permis2ion b\l Darwin Online 



394 NEW ZEALAND DECEMBER HI35 

& a party of men volunteered to walk on with us to Waiomio, a distance 
only of four miles. This chief is at present rather notorious, from having 
hung one of his wives & a slave for adultery. When remonstrated with 
by one of the Missionaries he said he thought he was following the 
English method. Old Shongi who happened to be in England at the 
time of the Queen's trial, expressed great disapprobation at the whole 
proceed ings; he said he had five wives, & he would sooner cut off all 
their heads than suffer so much trouble about one. - Leaving this 
village we crossed over to another one seated on a l6781 hill side at a little 
dist.lnce. The daughter of the chief of this place, who yet followed 
heathen customs, had died five days before; the hovel in which she had 
expired was burnt to the ground; her body being enclosed between two 
small canoes, was placed upright in the ground & prott."Cted by an 
enclosure bearing wooden images of their gods, & the whole was 
painted bright red, so as to be conspicuous from afar. Her gown was 
fastened to the coffin, & her hair being cut off was cast at its foot. The 
relatives of the family had torn the flesh of their arms, bodies & faces, 
so as to be covered with clotted blood; & the old women looked most 
filthy, disgusting objects: On the following day some of the officers 
visited this place, & again found the women howling & cutting them­
selves. 

We continued our walk & soon reached Waiomio; here there are 
some singular masses of limestone resembling in their forms ruined 
castles.- These rocks have long served for burial places, & hence are 
sacred. One of the young men cried out "Let us be brave", & run on 
ahead; but when within a hundred yards, the whole party stopped 
short; they allowed us however with perfect indifference to examine 
the whole place. - At this vi llage we found sever.l1 old men; we rested 
here some hours, during which time there was a long discussion 
with l6791 M' Busby, concerning the right of sale of certain lands. An old 
man who appeared a perfect genealOgist, illustrated the successive 
possessors by bits of stick driven in the ground. - Before leaving, a little 
basket full of roasted sweet potatoes was given to each of our party, & 
we all, according to the custom, carried them away to eat on the road. I 
noticed that amongst the women employed in cooking there was one 
Slave; it must be humiliating to a man thus to be employed in what is 
only considered as woman's work: in a like manner, slaves do not go to 
war; but this perhaps can hardly be considered as a hardship. - I heard 
of one poor wretch, who during hostilities ran away to the opposite 
party; being met by two men he was immediately seized; but they not 
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agreeing to whom he should belong, each stood over him with a stone 
hatchet &: seemed determined at least thai the other should not take 
him alive.- the poor mall, almost dead with frig ht, was only saved by 
the addrl"Ss of a Chief's wife. - We then enjoyed a pleasant walk back 
to the bo..ll, but did not reach the ship till late in the evening. 

27'~-29'~ Chiefly employed in writing letters, &: in collecting some 
specimens. 

30'~ In the afternoon we stood out of the Bay of Islands on our course to 
Sydney. I believe ..... e ..... cre all glad to leave New Zealand; it l6801 is not a 
pleas-l ilt place; among:.t the nativcs there is absent that charming 
simplicity which is found at Tahiti; &: of the English the greater pa rt are 
the very refuse of Society. Neither is the country itself attractive.- I 
look back bu t 10 one bright Spol &: thilt is Wa imale wilh its Christian 
inhabitants. -

NB (February) I must con fess, Ihat after having visited Sydney, my 
adm irat ion of the Missionary eSlablishment isconsiderablydiminished; 
I looked at New Zealand in it~ poSition as near the Antipodes of 
England , & not as being within a few hundred miles of a grea t & highly 
civilized Colony. It makes much difference to the Beholder, whether he 
comes from the West or the East._ 1 

' Th,~ nOIC. daled Fo:bnwry in br.tCll'ls .. nd pl"\'Udmg lhe J.lnual)' I'nttWs. sugg''Sls INI 
on« dg"lI1 CD has b.. ... n c,)tch"'K up w,lh his wnl,ng :;ornc Wl'l'k.!i .. ft ..... the \" ·l'nIS 
d .. scnlx-d. 

lallHary 12111 Early in the morning. a light air ca rried us towards the 
entrance of Port Jackson: instead of beholding a verdant country 
sca ttered over with fine houses, a straight line of yellowish diffbrought 
to our mind the co. 1st of Patagonia. A sol itary lighthouse, built of while 
stone, alone told us we were nea r to a great & populous city. - Having 
en tered the harbor, it appeared fine & spacious; bUllhe level country, 
showing on the diff-formed shores bare & horizontal strata of 
s.lndstone, wa~ covered by woods of thin scrubby trees that bespoke 
useless sterility. - Proceed ing fu rther inland, parts of the country 
improved; bealillful Villas &: nice Cottages werel6811 hcre & Ihere 
scattered along the beach; and in the distance large stone houses, two 
or three stories high, & Wind mills standing on the edge of a bank, 
pointed oul to us the neighbourhead of the Capital of Australian 
civili.wtion. 

At last we anchored within Sydney Cove; we found the little basin, 
cont.lin ing many large ships & surrounded by Warehouses. - In the 
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evening I walked through the town & returned full of admiration at the 
whole scene. - It is a most magnificent testimony to the power of the 
British nation: here, in a less promising country, scores of years have 
effected many times more than cen turies in South America. - My first 
feeling was to congratulate myself thai I was born an Englishman: ­
Upon seeing more of the town on other days, perhaps it fell a lillie in 
my estimation; but yet it is a good town; the streets are regular, broad, 
clea n & kept in excellent order; the houses are of a good size & the Shops 
well furnished . - It may be faithfully compared to the large suburbs 
which stretch ou t from London & a few other greal towns: - but not 
even near London or Birmingham is there an aspect of such rapid 
growth; the number of large houses just finished & others building is 
truly surprising; nevertheless every one complains of the high rents & 
difficulty in procuring a ho use. - In the streetsl6821 gigs, phaetons & 
carriages with livery servants are driving about; of the latter 
many are extremely well equipped. Com ing from S. America, where in 
the towns every man of property is known, no one thing surprised me 
more, than not readily being able to asccrt(lin 10 whom this or that 
carriage belonged. - Manyoflhe older residents say that formerly they 
knew every face in the Colony, but now that in a morning's ride, it is a 
chance if they know one. - Sydney has a popu la tion of twenty-three 
thousand, & is as I have said rapidly increasing; it must contain much 
wealth; it appears a man of business can hardly fail to make a large 
fortune; I saw on all sides fine houses, one built by the profits from 
steam-vessels, another from building, & so on. An auctioneer who was 
a convict, it is said intend s to return home & will take with him 100,(0} 
pounds. - Another who is always driving about in his carriage, has an 
income so large that scarcely anybody ventures to guess at it, the least 
assigned being fifteen thousand a year. - Bul the two crowning fa cts 
are, first that the public revenue has increased 6O,OOO[ during this last 
year, & secondly that less than an acre of land within the town of 
Sydney sold for 8000 pounds sierling. _116831 

[hired a man & two horses to take me to Bathurst, a village aboul one 
hundred & twenty miles in the interior, & the centre of a great pastoral 
district; by this means J hoped to get a general idea of the appearance of 
the country.-
' Followed by a deleled 5t"ntence: 'There is ont' advantage which the town ~njoys in the 
numbt'rof pleaSilnt walt<s in th<' Botam,G.1rden &; Gowmment donMm: there arenofine 
tr<;><!~, bu t th<, walks wind about the Shrubbcnes&: arl.'" to me infiTl!t<'ly more pleasing than 
thl.'" formal Alamcd~s of5. Aml'nea.· 
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16" In the morning of the 161
" I set out on my e;"l(cursion; the first stage 

took us through Para malta, a small country town, butse<:ond toSydney 
in importance.- The roads were e>ccellent &- made on the Macadam 
principle, whinstone being brought from the distance of several miles 
for this purpose; nor had turnpikes been forgotten.- The road 
appeared much frequented by all sorts of carriages.- I met two Stage 
Coaches. - In all these respects there was a most close resemblance to 
England; perhaps the number of Ale-houses was here in e;"l(cess. The 
Iron gangs, or parties of convicts, who have commi tted some trifling 
offence in this country, appeared the least like England: they were 
dressed in yellow &- grey clothes, &- were working in irons under the 
charge of sentrys with loaded arms.- I believe one chief cause of the 
early prosperity in these Colonies is government thus being able by 
means of forced labour to open at once good roads throughout the 
country.-

I slept at night at a very comfortable Inn at Emu ferry , which is 
thirty-five miles from Sydney.684 &- near the ascent of the Blue 
Mountains.- This line of road is the most frequented &- has longest 
been inhabited of any in the Colony. - The whole land is enclosed with 
high railings, for the farmers have not been able to rear hedges. - There 
are many substantial houses &- good cottages scattered about; but 
although considerable pieces of the land are under cultivation, the 
greater part yet remains as when fir .. t discovered. - Making allowances 
for the cleared parts, the country here resembles all that I saw during 
Ihe len succeeding days.- The extreme unifonnity in the character of 
the Vegetation, is the most remarkable feature in the landscape of the 
greater part of New S. Wales. - Everywhere we have an open wood­
land, the ground being partially covered with a most thin pasture. The 
trees nearly all belong to one family;l &- have the su rface of their leaves 
placed in a vertical instead of as in Europe a nearly horizontal position; 
This fact &- their scantiness makes the woods light &- shadowless; 
al though under the scorching sun of Ihe summer this is a loss of 
comfort, it is of importance to the farmer, as it allows grass to grow 
where it otherwise could not.- The greater number of the trees, with 
the exception of some o f the Bluel6S5. Gums, d o not attain a large size; 
but they grow tall &- tolerably straight &: stand well apart . It is singular 
that the bark of some kinds annually falls, or hangs dead in long shreds, 
which swing about with the \",'ind; &- hence the woods appear desolate 
&: untidy . - Nowhere is there an app.!arance of verdure or fertility, but 
rather that of arid sterility: - I cannot imagine a more complete contrast 
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in every respect, than the forest of Valdivia or Chiloe, with the woods 
o f Australia.-

Although this country flourishes so remilrkilbly, the ilppeilrilnCe of 
infertility is to a certain degree real; the soil without doubt is good, but 
there is so great a deficiency in rain & running water, that it cannot 
produce much. - The Agricultural crops & indeed often those in 
gardens, are estimilted to fail once in three yeil rs; & it has even thus 
happened on successive years: -hencc the Colony cannot supply itself 
wilh the bread & vegetables which its inhabitants consume. - It is 
essentially pastoral, & chiefly so for sheep & not the larger quadrupeds: 
the alluvial land near Emu ferry is some of the best cultivated which I 
have seen; & certainly the scenery on the banks of the Nepean, 
bounded to the West by the Blue Mountains, was pleasing even to the 
eye of il person thinking of England.-

At Sunset by good fortune a party of a score of the Aboriginal Blacks 
passed by, each carrying in their accustomed manner a bundle of spears 
& otherl6861 weapons. - By giving a leading young man a shilling they 
were e.lsi ly detained & they threw their spears for my amusement.­
They were all partly clothed & several could speak a little English; their 
countenances were good-humoured & pleasant & they appeared far 
from such utterly degraded beings as usually represented.- In their 
own arts they are admirable; a cap being fixed at thirty yards distance, 
they transfixed it with the spear delivered by the throwing stick, with 
the rapidity of an arrow from the bow of a practised Archer; in tracking 
animals & men they show most wonderful sagacity & I heard many of 
their remarks, which manifested considerable acuteness. - They will 
not however cultivilte the ground , or even take the trouble of keeping 
flocks of sheep which have been offered them; or build houses & remain 
stationary.- Never the less, they appear to me to stand some few 
degrecs higher in civilization, or more correctly a few lower in bar­
barism, than the Fuegians.-

II is very curious thus to see in the midst of a civi li7.t'd people, a set of 
harmless savages wandering about without knowing where they will 
sleep, & gaining their livelihood by hunting in the woods. - Their 
numbers have rapidly decreased; during my whole ride with the 
exception of some boys brought up in the houses, I saw only one other 
party. - These were rather more numerous & not so well clothed. - I 
should have mentionedl6871 that in addition to their state of indepen­
dence of the Whites, the different tribes go to war. In an engagement 
which took place lately the parties, vcry singu larly chose the centre of 
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the village of Bathurst as the place of engagement; the conquered party 
took refuge In the Barracks.- The decrease in numbers must be owing 
to the drinking of Spirits, the Europ .... an diseases, even the milder ones 
of which such as the Measles are very destructive, & the gradual 
extinction of the wild animals. It is said that from the wandering life of 
these people, great numbers of their children die in very early infancy. 
When the difficulty in procuring food is increased, of course the 
population must be repressed in a manner almost instantaneous as 
compared to what takes p lace in civilized life, where the father may add 
to his labor without destroying his offspring. 

' F.lllu WM by deleted word~ ' the fol Iage is sc~nty &: 01 ~ rither p«Uliarlight gl'ffn Unl; il 
b not periodally shed ' 

1 7'~ Early in the mornIOg we passed the Nepean in a fe rry boot. The 
river, although at this spot both broad & deep, hasa very small body of 
running water. Having crossed a low piece of land on theopposileside 
we reached the slopeof the Blue Mountains, The ascent is nol steep, the 
road having been cut with much care on the side of the 5..1ndstone cliffs; 
at no great elevation we come to a tolerably level plain, which almost 
imperceptibly flSeS 10 the Westward, till at last its height exceeds three 
thousand feet. By the term Blue Mountains, & hearingoflheirabsolute 
eleva tion, I had expected 10 see a bold 688 chain crOSSing the country; 
instead of this a sloping plain presents merely an inconSiderable front 
to the low country,- From this first slope, the view of the extensive 
woodland towards the coast was interesting, & the trees grew bold & 
lofty; but when once on the sandstone platform, the scenery became 
excl.>t!dingly monotomous. On each side the road was bordered by a 
scrubby wood o f small trees of the never-failing Eucalyptus family ; with 
the e).ception of two or three small Inns there were no houses or 
cultIvated land . The rood was likewise solitary, the most fn.-quent 
objl.>('t being a bullock-waggo n pik>d up with bales of Wool. -

In the middle of the day we baited our hor!>esat a little In n, called the 
Weather-board . The country here is c1evatl!d 2800 fl!et above the sea. 
About a mile & a half from this place there is a view exceedingly well 
worth visiting; following down a lillie valley & its tiny rill of water, an 
immense gulf is suddenly & withou t any prep.ualion seen through the 
trees which border the path .... 'ay at the depth of perhaps 1500 ft . 
Walking a few yards farther, one stands on the brink of a vast pn.'Cipice. 
& below is the srand bay or gulf, for I know not what other nil",e to give 
ii, thickly covered with forest. The point of view is situated as it were at 
the head of the b.1Y, fo r the line of cliff diverges away on each SIde, 
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showing headland behind headland, as on a 689 bold Sea roast. These 
cliffs are composed of horizontal strata of whitish Sandstone; &. so 
absolutely vertical are they, that in many places a person standing on 
the edge &. throwing a stone can see it strike the trees in the abyss below: 
so unbroken is the line, that it is said to be necessary to go round a 
distance of sixteen mites in order to reach the foot of the waterfall made 
by this little stream. - In front &. about five miles distant another line of 
cliff extends, thus having the appearance of completely encircling the 
valley; hence the name of Bay is justified as applied to this grand 
amphilheatrical depression.- If we imagine that 11 winding harbor 
with its deep water su rrounded by bold cliff shores was laid dry, &. that 
a forest sprung up on the sandy bottom, we should then have the 
appearance &. structure which is here exhibited. The class of view was 
to me quite novel &. extremely magnificent. In the evening we reached 
the Blackheath; the Sandstone plateau has here attained the elevation 
of 3411 ft, &. b covered as before, with one monotomous wood. - On 
the road, there were occasional glimpses of a profound valley, of the 
same character as the one described; but from the steepness &. depth of 
its sides, the bottom was scarcely ever to be seen. - The Blackheath is a 
very comfortable inn, kept by an old Soldier; it reminded me of the 
small in ns in North Wales. I was su rprised tol6901 fi nd that here, althe 
distance of more than seventy miles from Sydney, fifteen beds could be 
made up for travellers.-

JSIll Very early in the morning I walked about three miles to St.'CGovell's 
Leap; 11 view of a similar, bu t even perhaps more stupendous character 
than that of the Weatherboard. So early in the day the gulf was filled 
with a thm blue haze, which, although destroying the general effect, 
added to the apparent depth of the forest below, from the country on 
which we stood. M' Martens who was formerly in the Beagte &. now 
resides in Sydney, has made striking &. beautiful pictures from these 
two views.-

A short time after leaving the Btackheath, we descended from the 
sandstone platform by the pass of Mount Victoria . To effect this pass, 
an enormous quantity of stone has been cut through; the design &. its 
manner of execution would have been worthy of a line of road in 
England, even that of Holyhead.- We now entered upon a country 
less elevated by nearly a thousand feet ok consisting of granite: with the 
change of rock the vegetation improved; the trees were bolh finer &. 
stood further apart, &. the pasture between them was a little greener &. 
more plentiful.-
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At Hassan's walls I left the high road &: made a short detour tool farm 
called Walerawang; to the superintendent of which I had a letter of 
introduction from the owner 691 1 in Sydney. M' Browne had the 
kindness to ask me to stay the ensuing day, which I had much pleasure 
in doing. This place offers an example of one of the large farming or 
rather sheep grazing establishments of the Colony; cattle &: horses are 
however in this case rather more numerous than usual, owing to some 
of the valleys being swampy &: producing a coarser pasture. The sheep 
were 15,000 in number, of which the greater part were feeding under 
the care of different shepherds on unoccupied ground, at the distance 
of more than a hundred miles beyond the limits of the Colony . M' 
Browne had just finished this day the last of the shearing of seven 
thousand sheep; the rest being shea red inanother place. - I believe the 
value of the average produce of wool from 15,OOOshecp would be more 
than 5000£ sterling. Two or three flat pieces of ground ncar the hou se 
were cleared &: cultivated WIth corn, which the harvest men were now 
reaping. No more wheat is sown than sufficient for the annual support 
of the labourers; the general number of assigned convict §('n'ants being 
here about forty; but at present there were rather more. Although the 
farm is well stocked with every requisite, there was an apparent 
absence of comfort; & not even one woman resided here.- The Sunset 
of a fine day will generally cast an air of happy contentment 692 onany 
scene; but here at this retired fa rmhouse the brightest tints on the 
surrou nding woods could not make me forget that forly hardened 
profligate men ..... ere ccasing from their daily labours, like the Slaves 
from Africa, yet without their just claim for compassion. 

J9'~ Early on the next morning M' Archt'r, the joint superintenden t, had 
the kindness to take me ou t Kangaroo hunting. We continut'd ridIng 
the greater pari o f the dOl)'; bu t had very bad sport , not seeing a 
Kangaroo or even a wild dog.- The Grey-hounds pursued a Kanga roo 
Rat in to a hollow tree out of which we dragged it: it is an animal as big 
as a rabbit, bu t with the figure of a Kangaroo. A few years since this 
country abounded with wild animals; now the Emu is banished to a 
long distance &: the K<Jngaroo is become scarce; to both the English 
Greyhound is utterly dt!:.tructh·e; it may be long before these ammals 
arc altogether extenninated, but their doom is fi~cd. The Natives are 
always anxious to borrow the dogs from the farmhouses; their use, offal 
when an animal is killed, &: milk from the cows, are the peace offerings 
of the Settlers, who push further & further inland. - The thoughtless 
Aboriginal, blinded by the§(' trifling advantages, is delighted at the 
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approach of the White Man, who seems predestined to inherit the 
country of his children. 

Although having bad sport, we enjoyed a pleasant ride;16931 The 
woodl,lnd is generally so open that ,1 person on horseback can gallop 
through it; it is tT1lverscd by a few flat bottomed valleys, which are green 
& free from trees; in such spots the scenery was like that of a Park & 
pretty. - In the whole country I scarcely S,lW a place without the marks 
of fire; whether these had been moreOT less recent, whether the stumps 
were more or less black, was the greatest change which varied the 
monotony so wearisome to the travellers eye. In these woods there are 
not many birds; I saw, however, some large flocks of the white 
Cockatoo feeding in a Corn field; & a few most beautiful parrots; crows, 
like our jackdaws, were not uncommon & another bird something like 
the magpie. The English have not been very particular in giving names 
to the productions of Australia; trees of one family (Casuarina) are 
called Oaks, for no one reason that I can discover without it is that there 
is no one point of resemblance; animals are ca lled tigers & hyenas, 
simply because they arc Carnivorous, & so on in many other cases. In 
the dusk of the evening I took a stroll along a chain of ponds, which in 
this dry country represent the course of a river, & had the good fo rt une 
to see several of the famous Platypus or Ornilhorhyncus paradoxicus. 
They were diving & playing about the surface of the Willer; but showed 
very little of their bodies,16941 so that they might ('ilsi1y have been 
mistaken for many water rats. M' Browne shot one; certa inly it isa most 
extraordinary animal; the stuffed specimens do not give at all a good 
idea of the recent appearance of the head & beak; the lilller becoming 
hard & contracted.-

A little time before this, I had been lying on a sunny b,lnk & was 
reflecting on the strange chilrilcter of the Animil ls of this country ,1S 

compared to the rest of the World. An unbelievCT in everything beyond 
his own reason, might exclaim "Surely two distinct Creators must have 
been [at I work; their object however has been 'he same & certainly the 
end in each case is complete". - Whilst thus thinking, I observed the 
conical pitfall of a Lion-Ant:- A fly feU in & immed iately disappeared; 
then came a large but unwary Ant; his struggles to escape being very 
violent, the little jets of sand described by Kirby (Vol. I. p. 425)' were 
promptly directed against him. - (No/(' ill margin: NB The pitfall was not 
above half the size of the one described by Kirby.) His fate however was 
better than that of the poor fly's:- Without a doubt this predacious 
Larva belongs to the same genus, but to a different species from the 
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Europa:-an one. - Now what wou ld the Disbeliever say to this? Would 
any two workmen ever hi t on so beauti ful, so simple & yet so art ificial a 
contriv.lnce? It cannot be thought so. - The one hand has surely 
worked throughout the universe. 2 A Geologist perhaps would suggest, 
that the periods of Creation have 6951 been distinct & remote the one 
from the other; that the Creator rested in his labor.- 3 

's..t- W,lh,lm Kirby and Willi~m Spence, "'" Illlro.:/u,tI"" I" (/JI(,nwI~; lit , rlrmml$ '" Ih~ 
,l/IlurQI ""'oryof III;S«/J 4 mls. London, 18 15-26. 
1 Altcrl'<l in pencil from " Glnn.ot thInk <;(I. - Th~ one h.:Ind has worl<<:'d O\"~r the whol~ 
world. -' 
'Ill/Ullrllnilof RNl"(m ;:it ... rr 526-7, th(, lioll-Jnt episode lIpped'S much as it does here. 
<"Ci!l't that ' 'lI:<'l'hC' IS sub~t'l\Jt~ for 'o..bdi",\'~(, and the final sentence begJnning 'A 
GooIOS'~t perh.'I"; would, : ,~ utnIU~d , In tht' 1845 «"uon (po 442) thl> ~I'i)()(!e ,~ 
rt'lej:\aIN t" a fool note, and the 1.,~t f"t' SO:'nlenCl"< d"-' orrutted 

20'~ A long days ride to liathurst; before joining the high rood we 
followed a mere path Ihrough the forest; the country with the exception 
of a few squatters huts was very solitary. A "squatter" is a freed or 
" ticket of leave" man, who builds a hu t with bark in unoccupied 
ground, buy~ or steal~ .1 few animills, sells spirits without a license, 
n,'ceh'es stolen goods & so at last becomes rich & turns farmer: he is the 
horror of all h is honest neighbours. - A "crawler" is an assigned 
cOllvict, who runs away & lives how he can by labor or petty theft.­
The "Bush Ranger" isan opcn vill<lin, who subsists by highway robbery 
& plunder; generally he is desperate & will sooner be killed than taken 
alive. - In the coun try it is nect..'Ssary to understand these three nallles, 
for they are in perpetual use_-
Thi~ day we h.ld an instance of the sirocco-like wind of Australia; 

which comes from the parcht'd deserts of the mterior. Whlle riding, I 
was not fully aware, as always happens, how exceedingly high the 
tempcr.lture W<1$,- Clouds of dust werc travelling in cvcry part, & the 
wind felt like tha i which has p.1sSl'd over a fire. - I afterwilTds heard the 
thermometer Ollt of doors slood at 119" & in a room in a dosed house 
% 0, _ In the afternoon we came in 6961 view of the downs of Bilthurst. 
These undulating but ncarly level plains are very remarkable in this 
country by being absolutely destitute of a single tree: they are only 
covered by a vcry Ihin, brown pasture. \Ve rode sOllle miles across this 
kind of country, & then reached the lownship of Bathurst, sealed in 
Ithcl middle of what rna}' be described asa very broad valley, ornarrow 
pl.,in, J had <lletter of introduction to the commandant of the troops, & 
with him [st.lid thc ensuing day.-

21 " B.lthursl has a singular & not "el'}' inviting appearancc; groups of 
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small houses, & a few large ones, are scattered rather thickly over two 
or three miles of a bare country which is divided into numerous fields 
by lines of rails. A good many gentlemen live in the neighbourhood & 
some possess very com fortable houses. A hideous li ttle red brick 
Church stands by itself on a hill & there are barracks & government 
buildings. - I was told not to fonn too bad an opinion of thecountryby 
judging of it on the road side, nor too good a one from Bathurst; in this 
latter respect I did not feci myself in the least danger of being pre­
judiced. It must be confessed Ihal the season had been one of great 
drought. & that the country did nol wear a favourable aspect; although 
I understa nd twoor IhrL>C months ago it wasl6971 incompar.lbly worse. 
The secret of the rapidly growing prosperity of Bathurst is that the 
pasture, which appears to the stranger's eye wretched, is for sheep 
grazing excellent. The town stands on the banks of the Macquarie: this 
is one of the rivers whose walers now into the vast unknown interior. 
The North & South line of wa tershed which divides the inland streams 
from those of the coast has an elevation of about 3000 fl., (Bathurst is 
2200) & runs at a dislimce of about eighty or a hundred miles from the 
seaside. - The Macquarie figures in the maps as a respectable river, & 
is the largest of those draining this pa ri of the inland slope:-yet to my 
surprise I found il a mere chain of ponds, separated from each olherby 
spaces almost dry; generally a lillie water does flow, & sometimes there 
arc high & impetuous noods. Very scanty as the supply of water is in all 
this dis trict, it becomes, further in the interior, still scarcer. -

The Officers all seemed very wea ry of Ihis place & I am nol surprised 
al it: it mu:.t be to them a place of exile: Last year there had been plenty 
of Quail to shoot, but this year they have not appeared; Ihis resource 
exhausted, Ihe las.1 tie which bound them to existence, seemed on the 
poin t of being d issolved. - Capt. Chetwode had attempted gardening; 
but to see the poorl6981 parched herbs was quite heart-breaking. 
Yesterday'S hot wind had alone cut off many scores of young apples, 
peaches & grapes.-

22...J I commenced my return, taking a new ro.ld called Lockyersline, in 
which the country is rather more hilly & picturesque. At noon we bailed 
at a farm house; the owner had only come out two years before, but he 
appeared to be going on very well; he had two pretty daughters, who, 
I suspect, would not remain long on his hands. - This wasa long day's 
ride & the house where I wished to sleep was some way off the road & 
not easy to find. - I melon this, & indeed on all other occasions, a very 
general & ready civility amongst the lower orders; when one considers 
what they drc & what they have bt.'Cn, this is rather su rprising.- The 
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farm where I passed the night, was owned by two young Englishmen, 
who had only lately come out & were beginning a settlers life; the total 
want of almost every comfort was not very attractive; but future 
prosperity was certain & not far distant. 

23n1 The next day we Pds~d through large Ir.lets of country in flames; 
volumes of smoke sweeping across the road. - Before noon we jOined 
our former track and ascended Mount Victoria: I slept at the Weather­
board, & before dark took another walk to the grand Amphitheatre. 

24th In the morning I did not feel well, & I thought it morc prudent l6991 
not to set oul.- The ensuing day was one of steady drizzling rain; all 
was sti ll , excepting the dropping from the eaves; the horizon of the 
undulating Woodland was lost in thin mist; the air wasco[d & comfort­
less-it was a day for tedious reflection.-

26M Escaped from my prison; Having crossed the wearisome Sandstone 
plain, descended to Emu ferry. A few miles furtheron I met Capt. King 
who took me to his house at Dunheved. [ spent a very pleasant 
afternoon walking about the farm & talking over the Natural History of 
T. del Fuego. 

27'h Accompanied by Capt. King rode to Paramalla. Close to the town, 
his brother in law M' Mac Arthur livesl & we went there to lunch. The 
house would be considered a very superior one, even in England.­
There was a large party, I think about 18 in the Dining room.- [t 
sounded strange in my ears to hear very nice looking young ladies 
exclaim, "Oh weare Australian, & know nothing about England". - [n 
the afternoon I left this most English-like house & rode by myself into 
Sydney.-
' Hann,b;tl Hawk,,"IS Mxarthur had lust buIlt, Greek ItC",val Tna<"lSion c,Ued VianaroOl1 
his prop..-rty al Vincynd. 

28Jh & 29'h Before we came to the Colony, the things about which I fe lt 
most interest were the state of Society amongst the higher & Convict 
classes, & the degree of attraction to emigrate. Of course after so very 
short a visit, one's opinion is worth little more than a conjecture; but it 
is as difficul t not to form some opinion, as it is to form a correct 
judgment.-7001 On the whole, from what I heard more than from 
what I saw, I was disappointed in the state of Society.- The whole 
community is rancorously divided into parties on almost every subject. 
Amongst those who from their station of life, ought to rank with the 
best, many live in such open profligacy, that respectable people cannot 
associate with them. There is much jealousy between the children of 
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tile rich emancipist & the free settlers; the former being pleased to 
consider honest men as interlopers. The whole population poor & rich 
are bent on acquiring wealth; the subject of wool & sheep grazing 
amongst the higher orders is of preponderant interest. The very low 
ebb of literature is strongly marked by the emptiness of the booksellers 
shops; these are inferior to the shops of tile smaller country towns of 
England. - There arc some very serious drawbacks to the comforts of 
families, the chief of these is perhaps being surrounded by convict 
servants. How disgusting to be wait<.>d on by a man, who the day before 
was by your representation flogged for some trifling misdemeanour? 
The female servants are of course much worse; hence children acquire 
the usc of the vilest expressions, & fortunately if not equally vile ideas. ' 
On the ather hand, thecapital of a person will without trouble produce 
him treble interest as compared to England: & with care he is surel701 1 
to grow rich. The luxuries of life arc in abundance, & \'Cry little dea rer, 
as most articles of food are cheaper, than in England. The climate is 
splendid & most he,l1thy, but to my mind its charms are lost by the 
uninviting aspect of the country. Settlers possess one great advantage 
in making use of their sons, when very young men from sixteen to 
twenty year.; of age, in taking chilrge of remote farming stations; this 
however must happen at the expenceof their boys aSsociating entirely 
wilh convict servants.- I am not aware that the tone of Society has yet 
assumed any pecu liar character; but with such habits & without intellec­
tual pu rsuits, it can hardly fai l to deteriorate. _2 The balance of my 
opinion is such, that nothing but ra ther severe necessity should compel 
me to emigrate . -

The rapid prosperity of this colony is to me, not understanding such 
subjects,} vcr)' puzzling. - The two main e-.:ports arc Wool & Whale 
Oil, to both of which productions there is II limit. The country is totally 
unfit for Canab; therefore there is a not vcry distant line beyond which 
the land carriage of wool will not repay thc expence of shearing &; 

tending sheep: The pasture everywhere is so thin that already settlers 
have pushed far into the interior; moreover very far l7021 inland the 
country appears to become extremely poor. - I have before said 
agriculture can never succet.>d on a very extended scale. So that, as far 
as I can see, Australia must u ltimately depend upon being the centre of 
commerce for the Southern Hemisphere; & perhaps on her future 
Manufactories: from the habitable country extending along the coast, & 
from her English extraction she is sure to be a maritime nation: 
possessing coal, shealwayshas the moving power at hand . - I formerly 
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imagined that Australia would rise into as grand &: powerful a country 
as N. America, now it appears to me, as far as I can understand such 
subjt..'Cts, that such future power &: grandeur is very problematical.-

With respect to the state of the convicts, I had still fewer opportunities 
of judging than on the other points. The first question is whether their 
state is at all one of punishment; no one will maintain that it is a very 
severe one. But this, I suppose, is of lillie consequence as long as it 
continues to be an object of dread to Criminals at home. The corporeal 
wants of the convicts are tolerably well supplied; their prospect of 
fu ture liberty &: comfort is not distant &: on good conduct certain . A 
"ticket of leave", which makes a man, as long as he keeps dear of 
suspicion as well as crime, free within a certain district, is given upon 
good conduct after years proportiona l to the length of the senlence:­
for life, eighl years is the time of probation; for seven years, four, &c.­
Yet, wilh all this, &overlooldng the previous imprisonment &: wretched 
passage out. J believe the years of assignment are passed with discon· 
tent &: unhappiness: as an intelligent man remarked to me, theyl7031 
know no pleasure beyond sensuali ty, and in Ihis they are nol gratified . 
The enormous bribe which government possesses in o ffering free 
pardons, &- the deep hOTTOr of the secluded penal settlemen ts, destroy 
con fidence b"~ween the convicts & so prevents crime. - As to a sense 
of shame, such a feeling does not appear to be known; of this I 
witnessed some singular proofs.- It is a curious fact, but I was 
universally told that the character of the convict population is that of 
arrant oowardice,-although not unfrequently some become desperate 
&: quite indifferent of their lives, yet that a plan requiring cool or 
continued courage was seldom put inlo execution. - The worse feature 
in the whole case is, Ihat although there exists what may be called a 
legal reform, or Ihal very lillie which the law can touch is committed, 
yet that any moral reform should take place appears to be quite out of 
the question. - [ was assured by well informed people that a man who 
shou ld try to improve could not. while living with the other aSSigned 
servants;-his hie would be one of intolerable misery &: persecution.­
Nor must the contamination of the Convict ships & prisons both here &: 
in England be forgotten . - On the whole, as a place of punishment, its 
object is scarcely gained; as it real system of refonn, it has failed as 
perhaps would every other plan.-
' Folio",'..:! by dl'let~ ,..nt"~ ' t heard of one innl~ .... he ... lhe di'.Ir htl~ innon'nl 
must h,,' -e pt"rfectty astourKif1:l 'IS M",ITIoII.-' 
' Follow..:! by dl.'~~ WONS:'& becAme like tNt of the pt"Op~ of the Urutt<t SUtK' . 
'-PoI'tiol Economy' d .. tettd . 
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30'~ The Beagle made sail for Hobart Town: Capt. King & some other 
people accompanied us a littl~ way out of Harbour. - Philip King 
remains behind & leaves the Service. - 7041 

February 5f~ After a six days passage, of which the first part was fine & 
the latter very cold & squally, we entered the mouth of Storm Bay: the 
weather justified this awfu l name. - This Bay should rather be called a 
deep Estuary, which receives at its head the waters of the Derwent.­
Near its mouth there are extensive basaltic platforms, the sides of which 
show fine far;ades of columns; higher up the land becomes mountain­
ous, & is all covered by a light wood.- The bases of these mountains, 
following the edges of the bay, are cleared & cultivated; the bright 
yellow fields of corn & dark green ones of potato crops appea r very 
luxuriant. Late in the evening we came to an anchor in the snug cove on 
the shores of which stands the capital of Tasmania, as Van Diemen's 
land is now called. - The first aspect of the place was very inferior to 
that of Sydney; the latter might be called a city, this only a town . -

In the morning I walked on shore. - The streets are fine & broad; but 
the houses rather scattered: the shops appeared good: The town stands 
at the base of M. Wellington, a mountain 3100 ft high, but of very little 
picturesque beauty: from this sou rce however it receives a good supply 
of water, a thing much wanted in Sydney. - Round the cove there are 
some fine warehouses; & on one side a small Fort. - CUlOing from the 
Spanish Settlements, where such magnificenl17051 care has generally 
been pa id to the fortifications, the means of defence in these colonies 
appeared very contemptible. - Comparing this town to Sydney, I was 
chiefly struck with the comparative fewness of the large houses, either 
built or building.- I should think this must indicate that fewer people 
are gaining large fortunes. The growth however of small houses has 
been most abundant; & the vast number of little red brick dwellings, 
scattered on the hill behind the town, sadly destroys its picturesque 
appearance. - [n London [ saw a Panorama of a Hobart town; the 
scenery was very magnificent, but unfortunately there is no 
resemblance to it in nature.- The inhabitants for this year are 13,826; 
in the whole of Tasmania 36,505. - The Aboriginal blacks are all 
removed & kept (in reality as prisoners) in a Promontory, the neck of 
which is guarded. I believe it was not possible to avoid this cruel step; 
although without doubt the misconduct of the Whites first led to the 
NeceSSity. -

7'~-1 0'~ During these days I took some long pleasant wa lks examining 
the geology of the country.- The climate here is damper than in New 
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S. Wales &: hence the land is more fe rt ile. Agriculture here nourishes; 
the cultivated fields looked very well &: the ga rdens abounded with the 
most luxuriant vegetables &: fruit trees. Some of Ihe farm houses, 
situated in retired spots, had a very tempting appearance. The general 
aspect of the Vegetation is similar to that of Australia; perhaps it is a 
little morel7061 green &: cheerful & the pasture between the trees rather 
more abundant. - One long walk which I took wason the opposite side 
of the Bay; I crossed in a Steam boat, two of which are constantly plying 
backwards &: forwards.- The machinery of one (of) these vessels was 
entirely ma nufactured in this Colony, which from its very fou ndation 
only numbers three &: thirty years! 

11'" I ascended Mount Wellington. I made the attempt the day before, 
but from the thickness of the wood failed . - I took with me this time a 
guide, but he wasa stupid fellow &: led me up by the South or wet side. 
Here the vegetation was very luxuriant &: from the numberof dead trees 
&: branches, the labor of ascent was almost as greal as in T. del Fuego or 
Chiloe. - It cost us five &: a half hou rs of hard climbing before we 
reached the summ it. - In many pa rts the gum trees grew loa great size 
&: the whole composed a most noble fores t. - In some of the dampest 
ravines, tree·ferns flou rished in an extraordinary man ner;- I saw one 
which must have been about twen ty five feet high to the base of the 
fronds, &: was in girth exactly six feet:-the foliage of these trees 
formi ng so many most elegant parasols created a shade gloomy like that 
of the first hour of night. - The summit of the mountain is broard &: flat 
&: is composed of huge angular masses of naked greenstone; its 
elevation is3100 ft above the level of theSe a.- The day was splendidly 
clear & we enjoyed a most extensive view.- To Ihe Northward Ihe 
country appeared a mass of wooded mountainsl7071 of about the same 
elevation & tame outline as the one on which we stood. To the South 
the intricate outl ine of the broken land &: wa ter forming many bays was 
mapped with clearness before us. - After staying some hours on the 
summit we found a better way to descend, but did not reach the Beagle 
till eigh t oclock, after a severe day's work. 

12'*-J5'" I had been introduced Itol M'Frankla nd, the Surveyor General, 
& during these days I was much in his Sociely. - He took me two very 
pleasanl rides & I passed at his house the most agreeable evening since 
leaving England . There appears to be a good deal of Society here: I 
heard of a Fancy Ba ll , al which 113 wefe present in costumes! I suspect 
also the Society is much pleasanler than that ofSydney.- They enjoy 
an advan tage in there being no wea lthy Convicts. - If I was obliged to 
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emigrate I certainly should prefer this place: the climate &: aspect of the 
country almost alone would detennine me.- The Colony moreover is 
well governed; in this convict population, there certainly is not mort, if 
not less ,crimes, than in England. 

16d1 The weather has been cloudy, which has prolonged our stay 
beyond what was expected. - I went this day in a Stage Coach to New 
Norfolk. This nourishing village contains 1822 inhabitants. It is distant 
22 miles from Hobart town; the line of road follows the Derwent. - We 
passed very many nice fanns &- much Com land. - Returned in the 
evening by the same Coach. 

1;Y' The Beagle stood out with a fair wind on her passage to K. George's 
Sou nd . The Gun-room officersl7081 gave a passage to England 10 M' 
Duff of Ihe 2111t Reg: 

MDrch 6'" In the evening came to an anchor in Ihe moulh of the inner 
harbor of King Georges Sound. Our paSs.1ge has been a tolerable one; 
&: what is surprising, we had not a single encounter with a gale of 
wind. - Yet to me, from the long Westerly swell, the time has passed 
with no little misery. We staid there eight days &: I do not remember 
since leaving England having passed a more dull, uninteresting time. 
The country viewed from an eminence, appears a woody plain, with 
here &: there rounded &: partly bare hills of granite. - One day I went 
out with a party in hopes of seeing a Kangaroo hunt, &. so walked over 
a good many miles of country.- Every where we found the soil sandy 
&. very poor; it either supported a coarse vegetation of thin low 
brushwood &: wiry grass, or a forest of stunted trees. - The scenery 
resembled the elevated sandstone plalfonn of the Blue Mountains: the 
Casuarina (a tree which somewhat resembles a Scotch fir) is however in 
greater proportion as the eucalyptus is rather less. In the open parts 
there are great numbers of the grass-tree, a plant which in appearance 
has some affinity with the palm, but instead of the crown of noble 
leaves, it C'in boast merely of a tuft of coarse grass. The general bright 
green color of the brushwood &. other plants viewed from a distance 
seems to bespeak fertility; a single walk will however quite dispel such 
an illusion; &: ifhe thinks like me, he willl709 never wish 10 waU,again 
in so uninviting a country. 

The settlement consistjof] from 30-40 small white washed coltages, 
which are scattered on the side of a bank &: along a while sea beach.­
There are a very few small gardens; with these exceptions all the land 
remains in the state of Nature &. hence the town has an uncomfortable 
appearance. - At the distance of a mile over the hill, Sir R. Spencer has 
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a small &: nice fann, &: which is the only cultivated ground in the 
district. The inhabitants live on salted meat &: of course have no fresh 
meat or vegetables to sell; they do not even take the trouble to catch the 
fish with which the bay abounds: indeed I can not make out what they 
art! or intend doing. - I understand &: believe it is true, that thirty miles 
inland there is excellent land for all purposes; this is already granted 
into allotments &: will soon be under cultivation. The settlement of King 
George's Sound will ultimately be the Sea port of this inland district.­
Certainly I have formed a very low opinion of the place; it must 
however be remembered that only from two to three yea rs have elapsed 
since its effectual colonization, &: for this great allowances must be 
made. Whether, however, it will ever be able to compete with the 
Colonies which possess the cheap labor of convicts, time alone will 
show.- They possess here some advantages, the climate is very 
pleasant, &: more rain falls than in the Eastern colonies. I judge of this 
from the fact that all17101 the broad flat bottomed va lleys which are 
covered over with the rush-like grasses &: brushwood, are in winter so 
swampy as scarcely to be passable.- The second grand advantage is 
the good d isposition of the aboriginal blacks; it is not easy to imagine a 
more truly good natured &: good humoured expression than their faces 
show: Moreover they are quite willing to work &: to make themselves 
very useful; in this respect they arc very different from those in the 
other Australian colonies.- In their habits, manners, instruments &: 
general appearance they resemble the natives of New S. Wales.- Like 
them, they arc very remarkable by the extreme slightness of their limbs, 
espedally their legs; yet without, as it would appea r, muscleS to move 
their legs, they will carry a burthen for a longer time than most white 
men. - Their fa ces are very ugly, the beard is curly &: not at all deficient, 
the skin of the whole body is very hairy & their persons most abomin­
ably filthy. Although true Savagl's, it is impossible not to feci an 
inclination to like such quiet good-natured men.-

During the two fi rst days after our arrival, there happened to be a 
large tribe called the White COCCiltoo men, who come from a distance 
paying the town a visi t. - Both these men &: the K. George'sSound men 
were asked to hold a "Corrobery" or dancing p<lrty near one of the 
Residents houses. ~ They were tempted with the offer of some tubs of 
boiled l711 1 rice or suga r. As soon asit grew dark they lighted small fires 
&: commenced their toilet, which consisted in painting themselves in 
spots &: lines with a white colour. - As soon as all was ready, large fues 
were kept blazing, round which the women &: child ren were collected 
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as spectators. - The Cockatoo and King George's men fonned two 
distinct parties & danced generally in answer to each other. The 
dancing consisted in the whole set running either sideways or in Indian 
file into an open space & stamping the ground as they marched all 
together & with great force. - Their heavy footsteps were accompanied 
by a kind of grunt, & by beating their clubs & weapons, & various other 
gesticulations, such as extending theiranns& wriggling their bodies. II 
was a most rude barbarous scene, & to our ideas without any sort of 
meaning; but we observed that the women & children watched the 
whole proceeding with the greatest pleasure.- Perhaps these dances 
originally represented some scenes such as wars & victories; there was 
one called the Emu dance in which each man extended his ann in a bent 
manner, so as to imitate the movement of the neck of one of those birds. 
In another dance, one man took off all the motions of a Kangaroo 
grazing in the woods, whilst a second crawled up& pretended to spear 
him.- When both tribes mingled in one dance, the ground trembled 
with the heaviness of their steps & the air resounded with their wild 
crys.- Every one appeared in highl7121 spirits; & the group of nearly 
naked figures viewed by the light of the blazing fires, all moving in 
hideous harmony, formed a perfect representation of a festival amongst 
the lowest barbarians. _ I In T. del Fuego we ho1Ve beheld many curious 
scenes in savage life, but I think never one where the natives were in 
such high spirits & so perfectly at their ease. - After the dancing was 
over, the whole party fonned a grea t circle on the ground & the boiled 
rice & sugar was distribu ted to the delight of all. 2 

I Followed by a deleted sentence: '1 im~gine from wh~t I hal"e re~d that Similar scenes may 
be seen amongst the same coloured people. who inhabit the Southern extremity of 
Africa.' 
'Fit~Roy wrote: 'Mr Darwin ensured the compliance of all the savages by proViding an 
Immense mess of boiled nee, With sugar. for their entertamment.' Sec N~rralil'" 2, 626. 

8'h One day I accompanied Capt. FitzRoy to Bald head; this is the spot 
mentioned by so many navigators, where some have imagined they 
have seen Coral & other trees petrified in the position in which they 
grew.- According [toJ our view of the case, the rocks have been 
formed by the wind heaping upCa1carl!ous sand, which by thepercola­
tion of rain water has been consolidated & during this process endosed 
trees, rools & land shells. - In time the wood would decay & as this 
took place, lime was washed intothl!cylindrical cavities & became hard 
like stalactites. - The weather is now again in parts wearing away these 
soft rocks & hence the harder casts of roots & branches stand Ou l in 
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exact imitation of a dead shrubbery. - The day was to me very 
interesting, as I had never before heard of such a case. - 17131 

14'~ Our departure was delayed by strong winds & cloudy weather until 
this day. Since Ica\<ing England I do not think we have visited anyone 
place so very dull &: uninteresting as K. George's Sound. Farewell 
Australia, you are a rising infant &: doubtless some day will reign a great 
p rincess in the South; but you are too great &: ambitious for affection, 
yet not great enough for respect; I leave your shores without sorrow or 
regret. 

April 1" We arrived in view of the Southern Keeling or Cocos ISd. Our 
passage would have been a very good one, if during the last five days 
whcn close to our journey's end, the weather had not bc<:ome thick & 

tempestuous. Much rain fell, &: the heat &: damp together were very 
oppressive: in the Poop cabin the thermometer however on ly stood at 
81 D or 82". Keeling Isd is one of the low circular Coral reefs, on the greater 
part of which matter has accumulated &: formed strips of dry land. 
Within the chain of Isd• there isan extensive shallow lake or lagoon. The 
reef is broken on the Northern side &: there lies the entrance to the 
anchorage. The general appearance of the land at a distance is precisely 
similar to what I have mentioned at the Low Isd• of the Padfick. On 
entering the Lagoon the scene is very curious &: rather pretty, its beauty 
is however solely derived from the bril!iancy of the surrounding colors. 
The shoal, clear &: still water of the lagoon, resting in itsl7141 greater part 
on white sand, is when illumi nated by a vertical sun of a most vivid 
green. This brilliant expanse, which is several miles wide, is on all sides 
divided either from the dark heaving water of the ocean by a line of 
breakers, or from the blue vault of Heaven by the strip of land, 
crowned at an equal height by the tops of the Cocoa nut trees. As in 
the sky here & there a wrute cloud affords a pleasing contrast, so in 
the lagoon dark bands of living Coral are seen through the emerald 
green waler. - Looking at anyone &: eSpecially a smaller Islet, it is 
impossible not to admire the grea t elegant manner in which the young 
&: full grown Cocoa-nut trees, without destroying each others sym­
metry, mingle together into one wood: thl;! beach of glittering white 
Calcareous sand, forms the border to these fairy spots. 

When the ship was in the channel at the entrance, M' Liesk, an 
English resident, came off in his boat. The history of the inhabitants of 
this place, is, in as few words as possible, as follows. About nine years 
ago a M' Hare, a very worthless character, brought from the E. Indian 
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Archipelago a number of Malay slaves which now including children 
amount to more than a hundred. Shortly afterwards Capt. Ross, who 
had before visited these Isds in his merchant ship, arrived from 
England bringing with him his family & goods for5ettlement. - Along 
with him came M' Liesk, who had been a Mate in the samel7151 ship. 
The Malay slaves soon ran away from the lsd on which M' Hare was 
settled & joined Capt. Ross's party: Mr Hare upon this was ultimately 
obliged to leave these Islands.) The Malaysare now nominally in a state 
of freedom, & certainly so as far as respects their personal treatment; 
but in most other points they are considered as slaves. From the 
discontented slateoflhe people, Ihe repeated removals& perhaps from 
a litHe mismanagement, things are not very prosperous. The Island has 
no quadruped excepting pigs, & no vegetables in any quantity except­
ing Cocoa nuts. On this tree depends the prosperity of the Isld. - The 
only export is Cocoa nut oil. At this present time Capt. Ross has taken, 
in a small schooner which was built here, a cargo of this oil & th.1tof the 
nuts to Singapore. He will bring back rice & goods for the Malays. - On 
the Cocoa nuts, the Pigs, which are loaded with fat. almost entirely 
subsist, as likewise do the poultry & ducks. Even a huge land-crab is 
furnished by nature with a curious instinct & form of legs toopen & feed 
on the same fruit . There is no want of animal food at these Islands, for 
turtle & fish abound in the lagoon. - The situation of this isld & its 
facilities for shipping must one day make it of some consequence, & 
then its natura1l7161 advantages will be more fully developed. The sh ip 
came to an anchor in the evening, but on Ihe following morning was 
warped nearer to Direction or Rat ISd._ 

'FoUowed by a deleted st'nlencl" 'Capt. Ross Ih .. n occupil'd a more convenient placl' 
(which is now called Water ls~) where all the inhabitants are collected. ' 

2..J I went on shore. The strip of dry land is only a few hundred yards 
wide; on the lagoon side we have the white beach, the radiation fTOm 
which in such a climate is very oppressive; & on the ou ter coast a solid 
broad flat of coral rock, which serves to break the violence of thc open 
ocean. Excepting ncar the lagoon where there is some sand, the land is 
en tirely composed o f rounded fragments of coral. In such a loose, dry, 
stony soil, nothing but the climate of the intertropical regions could 
produce a vigorous vegetation. Besides the Cocoa nut which is so 
numerous as at first to appear the only tree, there are five or six other 
kinds. One called the Cabbage tree, grows to a great bulk in proportion 
to its height, & hasan irregular figure; its wood being very soft. Besides 
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these trees the numberof native plants is exceedingly limited; I suppose 
it does not exceed a dozen. Yet the woods, from the dead branches of 
the trees, & the arms of the Cocoa nuts is a thick jungle.- There are no 
true land birds; a snipe & land-rail are the only two Nwaders", the rest 
arc all birds of the sea. Insects are very few in number; I must except 
some spiders & a small ant, which swarms in countless numbers in 
every spot & place. These strips o~717 1 1and arc raised only to the hClght 
to which during gales of wind the surf can throw loose fragments; their 
protection is due to the outward & lateral increase of the reef, which 
must break off the sea. The aspect & constitution of these Islets at once 
calls up the idea that the land & the ocean are here struggling fo r the 
mastery: although terra firma has obtained a footing, the denizens of 
the other element think their claim at least equal. In every part one 
meets Hennit-Crabs of more than one species,! The large claw or 
pincers of some of these crabs are most beautifully adapted , when 
drawn back to form an operculum to the shell, which is nearly as perfect 
as the proper one which the living moliuscous animal forme rly posses­
sed. I wasassurcd, and as faras my observation went, it wasconfirmed, 
that there are certain kinds of these hermits which always use cerlain 
kinds of old shells. -carrying on their backs the houses they have 
stolen from the neighbouring beach. Overhead, the trees are occupied 
by numbers of gannets, frigate birds & tems; from the many nests & 
smell of the air, this might be called a sea rookery; but how great the 
contrast with a rookery in the fres h budding woods of England! The 
gannets, sitting on their rude nests look at an intruder with a stupid yet 
angry air. The noddies, as their name expresses, are silly littlecreatures. 
But there is one charming bird, it is a small and snow white tem, which 
smoothly hovers at the distance of an arm's length from ones head, its 
large black eye scanning with quiet curiosity your expression . Uttle 
imagination is required to fancy that so light & delicate a body must be 
tenanted by some wandering fairy spirit. l71B) 
' ~p.issage from ~ llr~e d.,w &. P"\(\'1'5 .. .' II>'. . l,rl(l$of old shells' ,swnucnun 
.. se~r.l!e unnum be1'1!d pa~lInd nurUd to M in5l'1'ted here 

Sunday J~ After service I accompanied Capt . FitzRoy to the Settlement. 
We found on a point thickly scalten.'« over with tall Cocoa nut tret!s, the 
town. Capt Ross & M ' Lies~ live in a large barn-like house open at both 
ends & hned with mats mao" of the woven bark: the houses of the 
Malays are arranged along the shore of the lagoon. The whole place 
bore rather a desolate air, because there were no gardens to show the 
signs of care & cultivation. The natives come from different islands of 
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the East Indian Archipelago, but all speak the same language; we saw 
inhabi tants of Borneo, Celebes, Java & Sumatra. In color of the skin they 
resemble the Tahitians, nor widely differ from them in fonn of features: 
some of the women, however, showed a good deal of the Chinese 
character. I liked both their general expression & the sound of their 
voices. They appeared poor & their houses were destitute of furniture; 
but it was evident from the plumpness of the little children, that cocoa 
nuts & turtle afford no bad sustenance. On this island the wells occur 
from which ships obtain water; at first sight it appears not a little 
remarkable that the fresh water regularly ebbs & flows with the usual 
tide. We must believe that the compressed sand & porous Coral rock act 
uke a sponge, & thatl7191 the rain water which falls on the ground, 
being specifically lighter than the salt, merely floats on its surface & is 
subject to the same movements. There can be no actual attraction 
between salt & fresh water, & the spongy texture must tend to prevent 
all mixture from slight movements; on the other hand, where the land 
solely consists of loose fragments, a well being dug, salt or brackish 
water enters, of which fact we saw an instance. 

After dinner we staid to see a half superstitious scene, acled by the 
Malay women. They d ress a large wooden spoon in garments-carry it 
to the grave of a dead man-& then at the full of the moon they pretend 
it becomes inspired & will dance & jump about. After the proper 
preparations the spoon held by two women became convulsed & 
danced in good time to the song of the surrounding children & women. 
It was a most foolish spectacle, but M' Liesk maintained that many of 
the Malays believed in its spiritual movements. The dance did not 
commence till the moon had risen & it was well worth remaining to 
behold her bright globe so quietly shining through the long arms of the 
Cocoa nuts, as they waved in the evening breeze. These scenes of the 
Tropics are in themselves so delicious, that they a lmost equill those 
dearer ones to which we are bound by each best feeling of the mind.-
17201 

41
• I was employed all the day in examining the very interesting yet 
simple structure & origin of these islands. The water being unusually 
smooth, I waded in as far as the living mounds of coral on which the 
swell of the open sea brea ks. In some of the gullies & hollows, there 
were beautiful green & other colored fishes, & the forms & tints of many 
of the Zoophites were admirable. It is excusable to grow enthusiastic 
over the infinite numbers of organic beings with which the sea of the 
tropics, so prodigal of life, teems; yet I must confess J think those 

p , rwin nli 



1836 APRIL KEELING 1SoS 41 7 

Naturalists who have described in well known words the submarine 
grottoes, dt.'ded with a thous'lnd beauties, have indulged in rather 
exuberant language.-

6th [accompanied Capt. FitzRoy to an island near the head of the 
Lagoon; the chan nel wasexcecdingly intricate, winding through fields 
of delicately branched Corals. We saw several turtle & two boats were 
then employed in catching them. - The method is rather curious; the 
water is so clear & shallow that although at first the turtle dives away 
with much rapidity, yet a canoe or a boat under sail will after no very 
long chase overtake it; a man standing ready in the bows at this moment 
dashes through thel7211 water upon ils back. Then clinging with both 
hands by the shell of the neck, he is carried away till the turtle becomes 
exhausted & is secured. It was quite an interesting chase to see the two 
boats doubling about, & the men dashing into the water till at last their 
prey was seized. 

When we arrived at the head of the lagoon we croSS<'d the island, & 
found a great su rf breaking on the windward coast. I Ul n hardly explain 
the cause, but there is to my mind a considerable degree of grandeur in 
the view of the outer shores of these Lagoon Islands. There is a 
simplicity in the barrier-like beach. the margin of green bushes & tall 
Cocoa nuts, the solid flat of Coral rock, strewed with occasional great 
fragments, & the line of furious breakers all rounding away towards 
either hand. The ocea n throwing its waters over the broard reef appears 
an invincible all-powerful enemy, yet we see it resisted & even con­
quered by means which would have been judged most weak & ineffi­
cient. The little sketch of Whit sunday Isd in Capt. Beechey's voyage, 
gives as accurate an idea of the scene as can be well imagined. We did 
not return on board till late in the evening, as we staid sometime in the 
lagoon, looking at the Coral fields & collecting specimens of the giant 
Chama·- 17221 

7'~_l1 t~ During these days nearly every one was employed in parts of 
the examina tion of the Island; but the winds being very strong rendered 
the most important part, the deep sea sounding, scarcely practicable. I 
visited Horsburgh & West Is". - In the latter the vegetation is perhaps 
more luxuriant than in any other part. Generally the Cocoa nut trees 
grow separate, but here the young ones flourish beneath their tall 
parents & formed with their long & curved fronds the most shady 
arbors. Those alone who have tried it, ca n leU how delicious it is to be 
seated in such shade & there drink the cool pleasant fluid of Ihe Cocoa 
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nut which dose by hangs in great bunches. In this ISd there is a large 
bay, or little lagoon, composed of the finest white sand; it is quite level 
& is only covered by the tide at high water. From this large bay smaller 
creeks penetrate the surrounding woods; thus to see a field of glittering 
sand representing water, & around the border of which the Cocoa nut 
trees extend their tall waving trunks, fo rmed a singular & very pretty 
view. 

12'~ In the morning we stood out of the Lagoon. I am glad we have 
visited these Islands; such formations surely rank high amongst the 
wonderful objects of this world. Itlml is not a wonder which at first 
strikes the eye of the body, but rather after reflection, the eye of reason. 
We feel surprised when travellers relate accounts of the vast piles & 
extent of some ancient ruins; but how insignific3nt are the greatest of 
them, when compared to the matter here accumulated by various 
small animals. Throughout the whole group of Islands, every single 
atom, even from the most minute particle to large fragments of rocks, 
bear the stamp of once having been subjected to the power of organic 
arrangement. Capt. fitzRoy at the distance of but little more than 
a mile from the shore sounded with a line 7200 feet long, & found no 
bottom.' 

Hence we must consider this Isld as the summit of a lofty mountain; 
10 how great a depth or thickness the work of the Coral animal extends 
is quite uncertain. If the opinion that the rock-making Polypi continue 
to build upwards, as the foundation of the Isld from volcanic agency, 
after intervals gradual1y subsides, is granted to be true; then probably 
the Coral limestone must be of great thickness. We see certain ISd. in the 
Pacifick, such as Tahiti & Eimeo, mentioned in this journal, which are 
encircled by a Coral reef separated from the shore by channels& basins 
of still water. Various causes tend to check the growth of the most 
efficient kinds of Corals in these situations. Hence if we imagine such 
an Island, after long successive intervalsl7241 to subside a few feet, in a 
manner similar, but with a movement opposite to the continent of S. 
America; the coral would be continued upwards, rising from the 
foundation of the encircling reef. In time the central land would sink 
beneath the level of the sea & disappear, but the coral would have 
completed its circular wall. Should we not then have a Lagoon Island?­
Under this view, we must lookata Lagoon Isd asa monument raised by 
myriads of tiny architects, to mark the spot where a former land lies 
buried in the depths of the ocean._ 2 
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The Beagle stood over to the Northern lSd, distant about 12 miles. 
This likewise is a smaU Lagoon lSd, but its centre is nearly filled up: the 
entrance is not deep enough even for a boat to enter. - The plan being 
com pleted; in the evening a course was taken for the Isle of France. ­

' In /01< ... 1 of RnaJrdIt'S pp ~, • dt'WlN K'COUnl follows of CO's theofy of 1M 
fonnanon of cor .. 1 reefs. H" Ideas on this sub)«! appear 10 have ~n fil'lii l thou,;ht out 
whilt he ..... J on lhe west COiIst of South America., and although he Iud -.. roral ~f. in 
Tahiti . tM Cocos (Kfthng) Iwncb Wen! 1M fiBt l5OI.ted coni islands thilt he vi!ll ted. 
Wnt'n~ 10 C.roIine Dilrwin two ... ·ftU l.ttT he wid: 'We then proceeded to the Keeling 
15· :- ~5C art' low laKoon I'~~ about 500 miles from the roast of Su"",tr • . - [am very 
glad wenolled Ihert'. as il has ~n our only opportunity of Sfttngoneof thosewonderful 
productl()n~ of the Cor"l polyp! . - The subject of Coral formalion has for the lut half 
y.w. beo-n a point of p;1rtkular intl'rt"St 10 mt. 1 hopt 10 bI.- able to pu t somtofthe facts in 
a ~ SImple &. ronMde<i point of vioew. It",n lhal in ... ·hldl lhl!'y haVt lulherto been 
ronsldtred. The Ide. of a laKOQn IsI.1nd, JO mllni In dJarMltI" beIng b.ued on II lubrnanne 
crater of equal dlml'TlSionS. has alway appeared 10 me a monstrous hypolhesis ' See 
Connportdntcr 1: 567-71 . 
, A footnot ... probobly ,n H .. nsk:-Igh Wedgwood '$ hand (5« Corn'Spondno« 1: 530), N Y.; 
'Good. butlhe bl pi not qU'ledcu.' 

29''' In the morning we passed round the northern extremity of the Isle 
of France or Mauritius. From this point of view the aspect of the island 
equalled the eXfXoctations raised by the many well known descriptions 
of it s beautiful scenery. The sloping plain of the Pamplemousses, 
scattered over with houses &. coloured bright green from the large fields 
of suga r cane, composed the foreground. The brilliancy of the 
green l7251 was the more re markable because it is a colour which 
genera lly is only conspicuous from a very short dista nce. Towards the 
centre of the island groups of wooded mountains arose out of the highly 
cultivated plain , their. summits, as so commonly happens with andent 
volcanic rocks, being jagged by the sharpest points. Masses of while 
clouds were collected around these pinnacles, as if merely for the sake 
of pleasing the stranger's eye. The whole island , with its sloping border 
&. central mountains, was adorned with an air of perfect c1egance;- the 
scenery, If I may use such an expression, appeared to the senses 
harmonious. -

Shortly after midday we came to an anchor at Port Louis. -

J(f' I spent the greater part of the next day in walking about the town &. 
visiting different pt.'Ople. The town is of considerable size, &. is said to 
contain 20,000 inhabitants; the streets are very clean &. regular. 
Although the island has been so many years under the English govern­
ment, the general character of the place is quite French. Englishmen 
speak to their servants in French, & the shops are all French; indeed I 
shou ld think that Calais or Boulogne was much more Anglefied. There 
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is a very pretty little theatre, in which operas are excellently performed, 
& are much preferred by the l7261 inhabitants l to common plays. We 
were also surprised at seeing large booksellers shops with well s tored 
shelves:-music & reading bespeak our approach to the old world of 
civilization, for in truth both Australia & America may be considered as 
New Worlds. - One of the most interesting spectacles in Port Louis is 
the number of men of various races which may be met with in the 
streets. Convicts from India are banished here for life; of them at 
present there are about 800 whoareemployed in various public works. 
Before seeing these people I had no idea that the inhabitants of India 
were such noble looking men; their skin is extremely dark,2 and many 
of the older men had large moustachios & beards of a snow white 
colour; this, together with the fire of their expressions, gave to them an 
aspect quite imposing. The greater number have been banished for 
murder & the WOTSt crimes; others for causes which can scarcely be 
considered as moral faults, such as for not obeying, from superstitious 
motives, the English Government & laws. I saw one man of high cast, 
who had been banished because he would not bear witness against his 
neighbour who had committedl7271 some offence; this poor man was 
also remarkable as being a confirmed opium eater, of which fact his 
emaciated body & strange drowsy expression bore witness. These 
convicts are generally quiet & well conducted; from their outward 
conduct, their cleanliness, & faithful observance of their strange 
religious enactments, it was impossible to look at these men with the 
same eyes as at our wretched convicts in New S. Wales. - Besides 
such prisoners, large numbers of free people aTe yearly imported from 
India ; for the planters feared that the negroes, when emancipated, 
would not work: from these causes the Indian population is very 
considerable. With respect tothe negroes, they appeared a very inferior 
·race of men to those of Brazil, & as I believe, of the W. Indies: 
they come from Madagascar & the Zanzibar coast. The great act of 
emancipation caused no excitement amongst these people; it seems a 
general opinion that at first when free, nothing will tempt them to 
undergo much labor. I was however surprised to find how litt[e the few 
people with whom I conversed seemed to care about the subject. 
Feeling confident in a resource in the countless population of India, the 
result of the emancipation was here much less regarded than in the 
West Indies. - 17281 
I Followed by the deleted words in brackets 'prai"... be to their tastes'. 
lFollowcd by the deleted word~; 'certainly deeper than an intermediate ihade between 
an American & d Nf1.\ro·. 
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SllIIdny Mnyllt I took a quict walk along the sea coast to the north of the 
town; the plain is there quite uncultivated, consisting of a fie ld of black 
lava smoothed o\'er with coarse grass & bushes, the greater part of 
which are mimosas. Capt. Fit7Roy before arriving here said he expected 
the island would have a character intermediate between the Galapagos 
& Tahiti . This is a vcry exact comparison, but it will convey a definite 
idea to a very few excepting those on board the Beagle. 11 is a very 
pleasant country, but it has not the charms of Tahiti or the grandeur of 
a Br.nilian landscape. 

The next day I ascended L, POlice, a mountain so called from a thu mb 
like projection, which rises close beh ind the town to a heigh t of 2600 
feet . M. lesson in the voyage of the Coquille has stated that the central 
plain of the Island appeared like the basin of a grand crater, & that L., 
Pouce & the other mountains once formed parts of a connected wall; 
thus it likewise appeared to me. 1 From our elevated position, we 
enjoyed an excellent view over this gn~at mass of volcanic mailer: the 
country on this side of the island appears pretty well cultivated, the 
whole being divided into fields & studded wi th farmhouses. I am, 
however, assured that of thc whole land not more than a half is yet in a 
productive state; if suchl7291 is the case & conSidering the presen t great 
export of sugar, at some period th is island when thickly peopk>d, will 
be of very great value. Since England took possession, which is only 
twenty five years ago, the export of sugar is said to have increased in the 
proportion of seventy five toone. - One grea t cause of this prosperity 
is due to the excellent roads & means of communication throughout the 
island. At the present day in the neighbouring island of Bourbon under 
the French Government, the roads are in the same miserable order as 
they were only a few years past in this p lace. The Macadamizing art has 
perhaps been of greater advantage to the colonies, even than to the 
parent country. Although the French residen ts must have largely 
profih:.'CI by the increased prosperity of thei r island, yet the English 
government is far from popular. It seems unfortunate that among the 
higher order of French &: English there appears to exist sc.1rcely any 
intercourse. 

ISM I..oui5 Is~ Duprnq, V¥gr . .. 100j, d .. ",.,.w ~r '" rort'l"l~ t. eo.,I"'l.-
1622~ ~ ~r MM. I..nson eI Gamot. I'~nt, 18l6-JO. 

J T4 In the evening Capt. Lloyd, the surveyor general sowell known from 
his survey across the Isthmus of Panama, invited M' Stokes & myself to 
his cou ntry house, which is situa ted on the edge of Wilheim plains &: 
about six miles from the port. We staid at this delightful place two days; 
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being elevated nearly 800 ft above the sea, the air is p leasan tly cool 
&. fresh; &. on every side therel7301 3re delightful walks. Close by 
a grand ravine extends which is abou t 500 £t deep, &. worn through 
the slightly inclined strcilms of lava that have flowed from the central 
platform. 

~ Capt. Lloyd took us to the Riviere Noire which is several miles to the 
southward , in order that I might examine some rocks of elevated coral. 
We passed through pleasant gardens &. fine fields of sugar cane 
growing amidst huge blocks of lava. The roads were bordt.'red by 
hedges of mimosa, &. ncar many of the houses there were avenues of 
the Mango. Some of the views, where the peaked hills &. the cultivated 
fums were seen together, were exceedingly picturesque, &. we were 
constantly tempted to exclaim, "how pleasant it would be to pass one's 
life in such quiet abodes". - Capt. Lloyd possessed an elephant; he 
sent it half way on thc road. that we might enjoy a ride in true Indian 
fashion. I should think, as is commonly said to be the case, that the 
motion must be fati guing for a long jou rney. The circumstance which 
surprised me most was thc perfectly noiseless step: the whole ride on 
so wonderful an animal was extremely interesting. This elephant is the 
only one at present on the island; but it is said that others will be sent 
for.-

9'- In the evening we sailed from Port Louis on our way to thee. of Good 
Hope; sincel731 1ieaving England I have not spent so idle &. dissipated 
a time. I dined out almost every d ay in the week: all would have been 
very delightful, if it had been possible to have banished the remembr­
ance of England . Pleasant as the society appeared to us, it was manifest 
even during our short visit that no sma ll portion of jealousy, envy &. 
hatred was common here, as in most other small societies. - Alas, there 
does not exist a terrestrial paradise where such feelings have not found 
an entr.lnce! 

)1 .1 In the evening came to an anchor in Simon's Bay . - In the ea rly pari 
of the passage we passed in sight of the south end of Madagascar; we 
subsequently made the coast of Afri ca at Natal, &. from that part coasted 
along a considerable length of the southern shores. We lost a week near 
Cape Lagullas by contrary winds & a severe gale. - The litt le town of 
Simon's Bay offers but a cheerless aspect to the stranger. About a couple 
of hundred square whitewashed houses, with very few gardens & 

scarcely a single tree, are scattered along the beach at the foot of a lofty, 
steep, bare wall of hOrizontally stTatificd s.lndstone. -
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}UI1(, J" There being nothing worth seeing here, I procured a gig & set 
ou t for the Cape town, which is 22 miles distant. Both of these towns are 
situated within the heads, but at opposite extremities of a range of 
mountains, whichl7321 is joined to the mainland by a low sandy nat. 
The road skirted the base of these mountains: for the first 14 miles the 
countJy is very desert; & with the exception of the pleasure which the 
sight of an entirely new vegetation never fai ls to communicate, there 
was very little of interest. Thc view however of the mountains on the 
opposite side of the flat , brightened by the declining sun, was fine . 
Within seven miles of Cape town, in the neighbourhood ofWynberg. a 
gTeat improvement was visible. In this vicinity are situatL"" all the 
country houses of the more wealthy residents of the Capital. The 
numerous woods of young Scotch firs & stunted oak trees form the 
chief attraction of this locality; there is indeed a great mann in shade & 
retirement after the unconcealed bleakness of a country like this. - I 
The houses & plantations are backed by a grand wall of mountains 
which gives to the scene a degree of uncommon beauty. I arrived late in 
the evening in Cape Town, & had a good dea l of difficulty in finding 
quarters: in thel7JJI morning several ships from India had arrived at 
this great inn on the great highway of nations, & they had disgorged on 
shore a host of passengers, all longing to enjoy the delights of a 
temperate climate. There is only one good hotel, so that all strangers 
live in boa rding houses-a vcry uncomfortable fashion to which I was 
obliged to conform, although I was fortunate in my quarters.-
I Followed by a delel~ Mnten~ 'Poor In dinwmsiont II Ih. trffs ~aJly w ..... ok 
planted In straight ~I'IH ok dipped acrord..ng to the old Dutch u.shion, ~t the appearana.> 
oIa turnpoke I'Nd strewf'd ...... Ih deaying oak ..... ,..-J ok Imclbng like a wood in 1M autumn 
of England. wu quIll' delightful. ' 

]...1 In the morning I walked toa neighbouring hill to look at the town. It 
is laid out with the rectangu lar precision of a Spanish city; the streets are 
in good order & macadamized, & some of them have rows of trees on 
each side; the houses are all white-washed & look clean. In several 
trifling particulars the town has a foreign air; bu t daily it is becoming 
more English. There is scarcely a resident in the town, excepting among 
the lowest order, who does not speak some English; in this fad lity in 
becoming Anglefied, there appears to exist a wide difference between 
this colony & that o f Mauritius. This however does not arise from the 
popu larity of the English , for the Du tch, as the French at Mauritius, 
al though having profited to an immense degree by the English govern­
ment, yet thoroughly dislike our wholc nation. In the country univer­
sally there is one price for a Dutchman, & another & much higher one, 
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fo r an Englishman; nevertheless some few of the Dutchmen have lately 
sent their sonsl7341 to England to learn a proper system of agriculture. ( 

All the fragments of the civilized world, which we have visi ted in the 
southern hemisphere, an appear to be flourishing; little embryo Eng­
lands are hatching in an parts. The Cape Colony, although possessing 
but a moderately fertile country, appears in a very prosperous condi­
tion. In one respect it suffers like New South Wales, namely in the 
absence of water communication, and in the interior being separated 
from the coast by a high chain of mountains. This coun try does not 
possess coal, &: timber, excepting at a considerable distance, is quite 
deficient. Hides, tallow & wine, are the chief export, & latterly a 
considerable quantity of com. The farmers are beginning also to pay 
attention to sheep grazing,17351 a hint taken from Australia . It is no 
small triumph to Van Dicmcns Llnd, that live sheep have been 
exported from a colony of thirty three yea rs standing to this one, 
founded in 1651. -

In Cape town it is said the present number of inhabitants is about 
15,000, and in the whole colony, including coloured people, 200,000. 
Many d ifferent nations are here mingled together; the Europreans 
consist of Dutch, French &: English, &: scattered people from other 
parts. The Malays, descendants of slaves brought from the East Indian 
archipelago, form a large body; they appear a fine set of men; they can 
always be distinguished by conical hats, like Ihe roof of a circu lar 
thatched cottage, or by a red handkerchief on their heads. - The 
number of negrocs is not very great, &: the Hottentots, the ill treated 
aboriginals of the country, are, I should think, in a still smaller propor· 
tion. The fi rst object in Cape town which strikes the eye of a stranger, is 
the number of bullock waggons; several times I saw eighteen &: heard 
of twenty four oxen being all yoked together in one team;2 Besides 
these, in all paris waggons with four, six, & eight horses in hand, go 
trotting abou t the streets. - I have as yet not mentioned the well known 
Table mountain; this great mass of horizontally stratified sandstone 
rises qu ite close behind the town to a height of1736135OCl feet ; the upper 
part forms an absolute wall, often reaching into the region of the clouds. 
I should think so high a mountain, not forming part of a platform & yet 
being composed of horizontal strata, must be a rare phenomenon; it 
certainly gives the landscape a very peculiar, &: from some points of 
view, a grand character.-

' Followed by a delete<! passage: 'One yoong man. who had just returned from Norfolk, 
proposed to his father to drain a large shallow lake; the F~ lhotr with diffiOllty consented 
10 so strange an idea, as to CQnvert a l~ke mto~CQrnfie ld. The plan, JS mighl bce,pectoo, 
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~uct'll'l'd~ well. but afler Ih .. Ih""" r",,1 y~~ .... Ih .. gruund W3,soo\, .. m.on wilh "'eecis, Ihal 
Ih .. old gentll.'m~n perceived with joy. Ih.ttlhl.' ne'" f3shion seemed h]u,ly to fail. The son 
howe"e, soon dosed Ihe drain, CIood~ Iheland, 4r so killed Ih .. weNs; th .. old gentleman 
was ~mal.ed at theM' unhl.'3.d of .. xpedients. but Ih .. n .. xt year reaped a finl.'CT'Opof rom.' 
'Follow~ by d .. leted words; ·th .. lin .. looks as long as if all th .. rows in a field had been 
caught 4r Ii~ together for sport.' 

4'~ I sct out on a short excursion to ~ the neighbouring country. but I 
saw so very little worth seeing, that [ have scarcely anything to say. I 
hired a couple of horses & a young Hollentot groom to accompany me 
ilsa gu ide. he spoke English very well, & was most tidily drest; he wore 
a long coat. beaver hat, & white gloves! The Hottentots, or Hodmadods 
as old Dampier calls them, to my eye look like partially bleached 
negroes; they areof small stature, &have most singularly formed heads 
& faces. The temple & cheek bones project so much, that the whole face 
is hidden from a person standing in the same side position, in which he 
would be enabled to see part of the features of a Europrean. Their hair 
is very short & curly. 

Our first days ride was to the village of thc Paarl, situated between 
thirty & forty miles to the NE of the Cape town. After leaving the 
neighbourhood of the town, where white houses stand as if picked out 
of a street & then by chance dropped down in the open country, we had 
to cross a wide level sandy flat totally unfit for cultivation. In the hopes 
of finding some hard materials, thel737 sands have been bored along 
the whole line of road to the depth of forty feet. Leaving the flat, we 
crossed a low undulating country thinly clothed with a slight, green 
vegetation. This is not the flowering season, but even at the present 
time, there wcre some very pretty oxalis's & mesembryanthemums, & 
on the sandy spots, fine tufts of heaths. Even at this short distance from 
thc coast, there were severa l very pretty little birds. - If a person could 
not find amusement in observing Ihe animals & plants, there was very 
little else during the whole day to interest him: only hcre & there we 
passed a solitary white farm house. 

Dirt.'Ctly after arriving at the Paarl, I ascended a singular group of 
rounded granite hills close behind the village. r enjoyed a fine view 
from the summit; directly in front extended Ihe line of mountains which 
I had to cross on the following morning. Their colors were grey, or 
partly rusty red, their outlines irregular but fa r from picturesque. The 
general tint of the lower country was a pale brownish green & the whole 
entirely destitute of wood-land. In the naked state of the mountains, 
seen also through a very clear atmosphere, I was reminded of Northern 
Chili, but the rocks there possess at least a brilliant colouring. 
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Immediately beneath the hill on which J was standing the long village 
of thel7381 Paarl extended, all the houses were very tidy & comfortable 
& white-washed; there was not a single hovel. Each house had its 
garden & a few trees planted in straight rows, & there were many 
considerable vineyards being at this time of year destitute of leaves. The 
whole village possessed an air of quiet & respectable comfort.-

5th After riding about three hours, we came near to the French Hoeck 
pass. This is so called from a number of emigrant protestant Frenchmen 
having originally settled in a flat valley at the foot of the mountain: it is 
one of the prettiest places I saw in the colony. - The pass is a 
considerable work, an inclined road having been cut along the steep 
side of the mountain: it forms one of the principal roads from the low 
land of the coast to the mountains & great plains of the interior. We 
reached the foot of the mountains on the opposite or SE side of the pass 
a little after noon; hereat the Toll-bar we found comfortable lodgings for 
the night. The surrounding mountains were destitute of trees & even of 
brushwood, but they supported a scattered vegetation of rather a 
brighter green than usual, the quantity however of white siliceous 
sandstone which every where protruded itself uncovered, gave to the 
country a bleak & desolate aspect. -17391 

6th My intention was to return by Sir Lowry Cole's pass, over the same 
chain of mountains but a little further to the South. Following 
unfrequented paths we crossed over an irregular hilly coun try to the 
other line of road. During the whole long day I met scarcely a single 
person, & saw but few inhabited spots or any number of cattle. A few 
Raebucks were grazing on the sides of the hills, & some large dirty 
white Vultures like the Condor of America slowly wheeled over the 
place where probably some dead animal was lying. - There was not 
even a tree to break the monotomous uniformity of the sandstone hills. 
I never saw a much less interesting country.- At nigh t we slept at the 
house of an English farmer.-

rh At an early hour the next day we descended by Sir Lowry's pass, 
which like the last has been cut at much expence along the side of a 
steep mountain. From the summit there was a noble view of the whole 
of False Bay & of the Table mountain; & immediately below, of the 
cultivated country of Hottentot Holland . - The flat, covered with sand 
dunes, did not appear from the height of the tedious length, which we 
found it to be before reaching in the evening Cape town. -

8t~_15t~ During these days I became acquainted with several very pleas-
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ant people:17401 With D' A. Smith, who has lately returned from his 
most interesting expedition to beyond the Tropic, I took some long 
geological rambles. - J dined out several days,-with M' Maclear (the 
astronomer), with Colonel Bell, and with Sir J. Herschel; this la st was 
the most memorable event which, for 11 long period, 1 have had the good 
fortune to enjoy._1 

J In hisAu'ob~ntl~'.\I p. 107. CD wrote: 'I f .. 11 a high rt'Vl'Tl!'nre for Sit J. Herschel, and was 
deliKhted lod.ne wilh h,m al h,schamllnghouseal thee. ofGoud Hop!' and afterwards 
at his London houSl". ! S01W him, also, on a few other occasions. He never talked much. 
but every woro ""hieh he uttered was worth 1i~I('ning 10. He was very shy and he often 
had a distn.>!lsed l'Xpn:"Jsion. udy Caroline Bdl, at whose house I dlTl<'d at thee. ofCood 
Hope. adJTUted Henchel milch. but .a,d Ihat he alwdy~ Came ,nto a room a5 if h .. knew 
that his hands were dirty, dnd thaI h .. knew that his wife kn(>w that they wcre di rty: See 
also CD' 51 .. tl~'T to H(>nsiow of 9 July, Qwrr,pondma 1; 500. 

16111 Returned to Simon's bay; the bad wea ther having set in caused our 
stay to be rather longer he re than usual.-

17'~ Took a long walk with Mr Sulivill1 to examine several interesting 
features in the geology of the su rrounding mountains.-

18,h In the afternoon put to sea; our usual ill fortune followed us; first 
with a gale o f wind, & then with scarcely any wind at all. 

29'h The Beagle crossed the Tropic of Capricorn for the sixth & last 
time. - We were surprised & grieved by finding light northerly breezes, 
within limits generally occupied by a strong trade wind.-

lilly 8'h In the morning arrived offSt Helena. This island, the forbidding 
aspecl of which has been so often described, rises Iikea huge castle from 
the ocean. A great wall, built of succesl>ive streams of black lava, forms 
around its whole circuit, a bold coast. - Near to the town, as if in aid of 
the natural defence, small forts &. guns arc everywhere built up & 
mingled with the rugged rocks. The town extends upa f1at17411 & very 
na rrow valley; the houses look respectable & from among them a few 
green tr~'Cs arisc. When approaching the anchorage, there is one 
striking vicw; an irregular castle perched on the summit of a lofty hill & 
surrounded by a few sc<l llered fir trees, boldly projects against the 
sky.- It is ca lled High Knoll hil1. -

9'h_131h I obtained lodgings in a cottage within stone's throw of Napo­
leon's tomb. 1 I confess this J<lller fact possessed with me but little 
inducement . The one step between the sublime &. the ridiculous has on 
this subject been too often passed. Besides, a tomb si tuated close by 
collages & a frequented road does not create feelings in unison with the 
imagined resting place of so great a spirit . - With respect to the house 
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in which Napoleon died, its s tate is scandalous, to see the filthy &: 
deserted rooms, scored with the names of visitors, to my mind was like 
beholding some ancient ruin wantonly disfigured. - During the four 
days I staid in this central position, from morning to night I wandered 
over the Is.! &: examined its geological history. The house was situated 
at an elevation of about 2000 ft; here the weather was cold &: very 
boisterous, with consta nt showers of rain;-every now &: then the 
whole scene was veiled by thick clouds. 

Ncar to the coast the rough lava is entirely destitute of vegetation; in 
the central &: higher partsa different series of rocks have, from extreme 
decomposition, produced a dayey soil which is stained in broad 2 

bands!7421 of many colours, such as purple, red, white &: yellow.- At 
this season, the land moistened by constant showers produces a 
singularly bright green pasture; this lower &: lower down gradually 
fades away & at last disappears.- In latitude 160 &: at the trifling 
elevation of 1500 ft, it is su rprising to behold a vegetation possessing a 
decided English character. But such is the case; the hills are crowned 
with irregular plantations of scotch firs; the sloping banks are thickly 
scattered over with thickets of gorze, covered with its bright yellow 
flowe rs; along the course of the rivulets weeping willows are common, 
&: the hedges are formed of the blackberry. producing its well known 
fruit. When we consider the proportional numbers of indigenous 
plants bei ng 52, to 424 imported species, of which latter so many come 
from England, we see the cause of this resemblance in character.1These 
numerous species, which have been so recently introduced, can hardly 
have failed to have destroyed some of the native kinds. I believe there 
is not any account extant of the vegetation at the period when the island 
was covered with trees; such would have formed a most curious 
comparison with its present sterile condition and limited Flora . It is not 
improbable that even at the present day similar changes may be in 
progress.- Many English plants appear to flourish here better than in 
their native country; some also from the opposi te quarter of Australia 
succeed remarkably wel1, & it is only on the highest & steep mountain 
crests where the native Flora is predominant. The English, or rather the 
Welsh character of the scenery, is kept up by the numerous cottages &: 
smal1 white houses, some buried at the bottom of the deepest val1t'ys &: 
others stuck up on the lofty ridges. - Certainly some of the views are 
very striking; I may instance that of Si r W. Doverton's house, where the 
bold peak called Lott is seen over a dark wood of firs, the whole being 
backed by the red , waterworn moun tains of thel743 Southern shore.-
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But a glowing tropical style of landscape would have afforded a finer 
contrast than the homely English scenery, with the wile arid rocks of 
the coast. 

On viewing the Isd from an eminence, the first remark which occurs 
is on the infinite number of roads &: likewise of forts. The public 
expenses, if one forgets its character as a prison, seems out of all 
proportion to the extent or value of the Island. So little level or useful 
land is there, that it seems surprising how so many people (about 5000) 
can subsist. The lower orders, or the emandpa ted slaves, are I believe 
extremely poor; they complain of want of work; a fact which is also 
shewn by the cheap labour.- From the reduction in number of public 
servants owing to the island being given up by the East Indian Com­
pany & consequent emigration of many of the richer people, the 
poverty probably will increase. - The chief food of the working class is 
rice with a little So11t meat; as these articles must be purchased the low 
wages tell heavily: -the fine times, as myoid guide called them, when 
"BonyH was here, can never again return. - Now that the people are 
blessed with freedom, a right which I believe they fully value, it seems 
probable their numbers will quickly increase: if so, what is to bccomeof 
the little state of 51 Helena?-

My guide was an elderly man, who had been a goatherd whena boy, 
& knew every step amongst thej744j rocks. He was of a race many times 
mixed, & although with a dusky skin, he had not the disagreeable 
expression of a Mulatto: he was a very civil, quiet old man, &: this 
appears the character of the greater part of the lower class. - It was 
strange to my ears to hear a man nearly while, &: respectably dressed, 
talking with indifference of the times when he was a slave.- With my 
companion, who carried our dinners & a horn of water, which latter is 
quite necessary, as all in the lower valleys is saline, I every day took long 
walks. Beyond the limits o f the elevated &: central green circle, the wild 
valleys are quite desolate &: untenanted. Here to the geologist, there are 
scenes of interest, wmch shew the successive changes &: complicated 
violence, which have in past times happened. According to my views, 
St Helena has existed as an ISd from a very remote period, but thilt 
originally like most Volcanic Isds it has been raised in mass from 
beneath the waters. 4 St Helena, situated so remote from any continent, 
in the midst of a great ocean &: possessing an unique Flora, this little 
world, within itself excites our CUriosity. - Birds &: insects, as might be 
expected, are very few in number, indeed I believe all the birds have 
been introduced within late yea rs. - Partridges & pheasant are toler-
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ably abundant; the Isd is far too English not to be subject to strict game 
laws. I was told of a more unjust sacrifice tol7451 such ordinances, than 
I ever heard of even in England: the poor people formerly used to burn 
a plant which grows on the coast rocks, & export soda;-a peremptory 
order came out to prohibit this practice, giving as a reason, that the 
Partridges would have no where to build!-

In my walks, I passed more than once over the grassy plai n bounded 
by deep valleys, on which stands Longwood. - Viewed from a short 
distance, it appears like a respectable gentleman'S country seat. In front 
there are a few cultivated fie lds, & beyond them at some distance the 
hill of coloured rocks called the Flagstaff, & the square black mass of the 
Barn. The view is rather bleak & uninteresting.-

It is quite extraordinary, the scrupulous degree to which the coast 
must formerly have been guarded. There are alarm houses, alarm guns 
& alarm stations on every peak. - I was much struck with the number 
of fo rts & picket houses on the line leading down to Prosperous Bay; 
one wou ld suppose this at least must be an easy descent. I found it, 
however, a mere goat path, & in one spot the use of ropes which are 
fixed into rings in thediff, were almost indispensable. - At the present 
day two artillery men are kept there, for what use it is not easy to 
conjecture. Prosperous Bay, although with so fl ourishing a name, has 
nothing more attractive than a wild sea beach & black utterly barren 
rocks. In17461 some othcr situations, which were fonnerly no doubt 
important, a couple of invalids were sta tioned; really the places arc 
sufficient to kill the poor men with ennui & melancholy. - The only 
inconvenience I suffered in my walks was from the impetuous winds. 
One day I noticed a curious fact; stand ing on the edge of a plain 
terminated by a great diff of about a thousand feet elevation, I saw at 
the distance of a few yards, right to windward , some Tern struggling 
against a very strong breeze, whilst where I stood the air was quite 
calm. Approaching dose to the brink I stretched ou t my arm, which 
immediately felt the fu ll force of the wind. An invisible barrier of two 
yards wide, sepa rated a strongly agitated from a perfectly calm air.­
The current meeting the bold face of the cliff must have been reflected 
upwards at a certain angle, beyond which there would bean eddy, or a 
calm.-

'For Syms Covington'S account of Napole<m's tomb, !;I'e an ex,ra,t from his diary and a 
drawing that he made of the tomb, in ikIIglt Record pp. 359-62. 
~ As pointed out by Sulloway (19f\3), thIS is the first ocasion in the Diary On which CD 
definitely abandoned the spelling 'broard'. 
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'The pusage from"J'hew numerouupecin .. .' to' ... maybe in progrftS' w.u written 
on I Mplr.14! unnumbered p.Jge, Ind marked to be inserted htot' . 
• A note in the margin runs; 'Covington. Two p.Jg~ InMked XX(I) Inc! XX(b): '""­
pages hoi,'" beI'n lost, but in "",r...J 0{ T<nt-tdIn pp. 581-3 I p.Jsug" is int~ted 
de.UrIS wi th the c!\lrlSes in the fauna I nd Ron 01 the island ~ the introduction of 
goa" Ind hogs in 1502..nc! the p~ol.lpeciesolilnd shl'!l, Bul_Wl, in the higher "' .... 

14'" I so much enjoyed my rambles amongst the rocks & mountains, that 
I almost felt sorry on the morning of the 14th, to descend to the town.­
Before noon I was on board, & the Beagle made sail for Ascension. -

19'· Reached the anchorage in the afternoon, & received some letters. 
This alone with such a surrounding scene, was capable of producing 
pleasant sensations. Those who have beheld a volcanic Island, situated 
within an arid ciimate,17471 will be able at once to picture to themselves 
the aspect of Ascension. They will imagine smooth conical hills of a 
bright red colou r, with their summits generally truncated, rising dis­
tinct out o f a level surface of black horrid Java.- A principal mound in 
the centre of the Island seems the father of the lesser cones. It is called 
Green Hill, its name is taken from the faintest tinge of that colour, 
which at this time was barely perceptible from the anchorage. To 
complete this desolate scene, the black rocks on the coast are lashed by 
a wild turbulent sea. The settlement is near the beach, it consists of 
several houses & barracks, placed irregularly but well built of white 
freestone. The only inhabitants are Marines & some negroes liberated 
from slave ships, who are paid & victualled by government: there is not 
a private person on the island. MOlny of the Marines appeared well 
contented with their situation: they think it better to serve their one & 
twenty years on shore, let il be what it may, than in a Ship.- With 
which choice, if I wasa Marine, I should most heartily agree. 

2(Jl The next morning I ascended Green Hill, 2840 ft high, & walked 
from thence across the ISd to the windward point. - A good cart road 
leads from the coast settlement to the houses, gardens & fields placed 
nt!ar the summit of the central mountain. On the road side are mile­
stones & cisterns, where each l7481 thirsty passer by can drink some 
good water. Similar care is displayed in each part of the establishment, 
« especially in the management of the Springs, so that a single drop of 
water shall not be lost. Indeed the whole Isld may be compared to lal 
huge Ship kept in first rate order. I cou ld not help, when admiring the 
active industry which has created such effects out of such means, at the 
same time regretting that it was wasted on so poor« trifling an end.­
M. Lesson has remarked with justice that the English nation alone 
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would ever have thought of making the Isd of Ascension a productive 
spot; any other people would have hctd it, without any further views, 
as a mere fortress in the ocean. 

Near the coast, nothing grows, a little inland, an occasional green 
Castor oil plant & a few grasshoppers, true friends of the desert, may be 
met with. On the central elevated parts, some grass is scattered over the 
surface, much resembling the worse parts of the Welsh mountains. But 
scanty as it appears, about six hundred sheep, many goats, a few cows 
& horses, all thrive well. Of native animals, rats, mice, land-crabs are 
abu ndant :-of Birds the guinea-fowl imported from the C. Verd's, 
swa rm in great numbers. - The Isd is entirely destitute of trees, in 
which & in every other respect it isl7491 very far inferior to st Helena. 
M' Dring tells me that the witty people of the latter place say "We know 
we live on a rock, but the poor people at Ascension live on a cinder": the 
distinction is in truth very just. 

2J II & 22"" On the two succeeding days I took long walks & examined 
some rather curious points in the mineralogical composition of some of 
the Volcanic rocks, to which I was guided by the kindness of Lieut. 
Evans. One day I walked to the SW extremity of the Isld

: the day was 
clear & hot, & I saw the Island not smiling with beauty, but staring with 
naked hideousness. - The lava streams are covered with hummocks, & 
are rugged to a degree which geologically speaking is not of easy 
explanation . The intervening spaces are concealed with layers of 
pumice, ashes, & volcanic sandstone. In some parts, rounded volcanic 
bombs, which must have assumed this form when projected red hot 
from the crater, lie strewed on the surface. When passing this end of the 
Isld at sea, I could not imagine the cause of the white patches, with 
which the whole plain was mottled: I now found out it was owing to the 
number of seafow), which sleep in such full confidence, as even in 
midday to allow a man to walk up to & seize hold of them. These birds 
werc the only living creatures [ this day saw. On the beach a great sea, 
although the breeze was ligh t, was tumbling over thel7501 broken lava 
rocks. - The ocea n is a raging monster, insult him a thousand miles 
distant, & his great carcase is stirred with anger through half an 
hemisphere. -

2311 In the afternoon put to sea. - When in the offing, the Ships head 
wasdire<.:ted in W.S.W. course-a sore discomfiture & surprise to those 
on board who were most anxious to reach England . I did not thinkagain 
to see the coast of S. America; but I am glad our fate has dir(."(ted us to 
Bahia in Braz;iL-
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AUgllst 1M Anchored in B.1hia de todos los Santos. The first aspect of the 
city &. its outskirts. with the beauties of which we were fonnerly so 
much delighted . had lost part of its channs. The novelty ok surprise 
were gone. ok perhaps our memories had. in the long interval, eXlIgger· 
aled the colours of the scenery. There existed, however. as we 
afterwards discovered . a more lrue reason. in the loss of some of the 
finest Mango trees. which during the late disturbances of the negroes 
had been cut down . We staid here four days. in which time I took 
scverallong walks. I was glad to find my enjoyment of tropical scenery. 
from the loss of novelty. had not decreased even in the slightest 
degree. 1_ The elements of the scenery are so simple. that they are 
worth mentioning as a proof on whatl751 1 triflingcircumstancesexquis· 
ile natural beauty depends. The country may be described as a quite 
level plain of about three hundred feel elevation which has been in 
eve ry part wom inlo Aat·bottomed valleys. This structure is remarkable 
in a granitic land . bul il is nearly universal in all those softer form3lions, 
of which plains usually are composed. The whole surface is covered by 
various kinds of stalely trees. interspersed with patches of cultivated 
ground. amidst which sland houses. convents &. Chapels. - 11 must be 
remembered that within the tropics, the wild luxuriance of nature is nol 
lost. even in the vicinity of large cities; the natural vegetation of the 
hedges &. hill sides overpowers in picturesque effect. the artificial labor 
of man . Hence in but few parts. the bright red soil affords a strong 
contrast to the universal clothing of green. From the edges of the plain 
there are distant glimpses either of the ocean or of the great bay, 
bordered by low wooded shores, &. on the surface of which numerous 
boats &. canoes show their white sails. Excepting from these points, the 
range of vision is very limited; following the level pathways, on each 
hand altemate peeps into the wooded valleys below can alone be 
obtained. Lastly I must add, that the houses &. especially the sacred 
edifices are built in a peculiar & rather fantastick style of architecture. 
They are all white·washed, so that when illuminated by the brilliant 
sun of midday &. as seen against the pale bluel7521 sky of the horizon, 
they stand Oul more like shadows than subslantial buildings. Such are 
the elements, but to paint their effects is an hopeless endeavour. ­
Learned naturalists describe these scenes oC the Tropics by naming a 
multitude of objects & mentioning sonle characteristic feature of each. 
To a learned traveller, this possibly may communicate some definite 
ideas; but who else from seeing a plant in an herbarium can imagine its 
appearance when growing in its nalive soil? Who, from seeing choice 

n nv rSI Pr ss. Re rod d WI permission bv Darwin Onl ine 



4J4 BAHIA AUGUST 1836 

plants in a hot house, can multiply some into the dimensions of forest 
t~, or crowd others into an entangled mass? Who, when examining 
in a cabinet the gay butterflies, or singular Cicadas, will associate with 
these objects the ceaseless harsh musk of the latter, o r the lazy flight of 
the fonner- the sure accompaniments of the still glowing noon day of 
the Tropics- It is at these times, when the sun has attained ils greatest 
height, thai such views should be beheld. Then the dense splendid 
foliage of the Mango hides the ground with its darkest shade, whilst its 
upper branches are rendered the more brilliant by the profusion of 
light. In the temperate zones, as il appears to me, the case is different, 
the colours there are not so dark, or rich, &: hence the declining sun, 
which casts forth red, purple or yellow rays, is best adapted to add 
beauties to the scenery of those climes. -17531 

When qwetly walklng along the shady pathways &: adnunng each 
successive view, one wishes to find language to express ones ideas: 
epithet after epithet is found too weak loconvey to those who have not 
had an opporlunity of experiencing these sensations, a true picture of 
the mind . - I have said the piants in a hot-house fail to communicate a 
just idea of the vegetation, Yel I must recur to it: the land Is one great 
wild, untidy, luxuriant hot house, which nature made for her 
menagerie, but man has taken possession of it, &: has studded it with 
gay houses &: formal gardens. - How great would be the desire in every 
admirer of nature to behold, if such was possible. another planet; yet at 
the distance of a few degrees from his native country, it may be truly 
said, the glories of another world are open to him. - In the last walk I 
took. I stopped again and again to gaze on such beauties, &: tried to fix 
for ever in my mind, an impression which at the time I knew must 
sooner or later fade away. The forms of the Orange tree, the Cocoa nut, 
the Palms, the Mango, the Banana, will remain dear &: separate, bUllhe 
thousand beauties which unite them all into one perfect scene, must 
perish: yet Ihey willieave, like a lale heard in childhood, a picture full 
of indistinct, but most beautiful figures .I7541 

' FoUowed by I calorted KTlI~na 'I an truly My lhatl No'~ M'\~r;1'I my lif~ ~11s1\ed I 
"-on ~~, 1 .... 1'1 wtubl ~ on. _of that ~rming viI-wt.' 

6" In the afternoon weighed anchor &: stood out to sea.-

J2d1 The weather having been unfavourable. we altered course &: ran for 
Pernambuco. We anchored outside; but in a short time a pilot (arne on 
board &: look us into the inner harbor, where we \ayclose to the town. I 
Pernambuco is built on some narrow, low, sand banks, which are 
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separated from each other by shoal channels of salt water. The three 
parts of the town are connected together by two long bridges, built on 
wooden piles. The town is in all parts disgusting, the streets narrow, 
ill-paved, filth y, the houses very tall &: gloomy. The number of white 
people, which during the morning may be met with in the streets, 
appears to be about in the proportion of fore igners in any other nation; 
all the rest are black or of a dusky colour. The latter as well as the 
Brazilians are far from prepossessing in their appearance: the poor 
negroes, wherever they may be, are cheerfu l, talkative & boisterous. 
There was nothing in the Sight, smell or sounds within this large town, 
which conveyed to me any pleasing impressions. The season of heavy 
rains scarcely had come to an end &: hence the surrounding country, 
which is scarcely elevated about the level of the sea, was flooded with 
water. 175511 failed in all my attempts to take any long walks.- I was 
however enabled to observe that many of the country houses in the 
outskirts were like those of Bahia, of a gay appearance which har­
monized well with thc luxuriant character of the tropical vegetation. 

The flat swampy land is su rrounded at the distance of a few miles by 
a semicircle of low hills, or rather by the edge of a country eleva ted 
JX'rhaps two hundred feet above the sea. The old city of Olinda stands 
on one extremity of this ra nge. One day I took a canoe & proceeded up 
one of the channels to visit it; I found the old town from its situation 
both sweeter & cleaner than that of Pernambuco. - I must commemo­
rate, as being the first time during Ihe fou r &: a half years we have been 
wandering abou t, thai I met with a want of politeness amongst any 
class of JX'Ople; I ~as refused in a sullen manner at two different 
houses, & obtained with difficulty from a third JX' rmission to pass 
through their gardens 10 an uncultivated hill for thc pu rpose of taking 
a view of the country. I feci quite glad this happened in the land of the 
KBrava Genie"; for I bear them no good will.- A Spaniard would have 
bt.-cn ashamed al the very thought of refusing such a request, or of 
behaving 10 anyone with rudeness. - The channel by which we came 
to & returned from Olinda is bordered on each side by Mangrovesl7561 
which spring like a miniature forest out of the greasy mud banks. the 
bright green color of these bushes always reminds me of the rank grass 
in a Church-yard: both arc nourished by putrid exhalations; the one 
speaks of death past, the other too often of death to come.-

The most curiou s thing which I saw in the neighbourhood ofPernam­
buco, is the reef that forms the harbor. It runs for a length of several 
miles in a perfectly straight line, parallel to & not far distant from the 
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shore; it varies in width from thirty to sixty yards; it is quite dry at low 
water, has a level smooth surface, & is composed of obscurely stratified 
hard sandstone: hence at the first sight it is difficult to credit that it is the 
work of nature & not of art. Its utility is great; close within the inner 
water, there is a good depth of water, & ships lie moored to old guns, 
which are fixed in holes on the summit. - A light-house stands on one 
extremity, & around it the sea breaks heavily. In entering the harbor, a 
ship passes within thirty yards round this point, & amidst the foam of 
the breakers; close by, on the other hand, are other breakers, which 
thus fo rm a naITOW gateway: il is almost fearful to behold a ship 
running" as it appears, headlong into such dangers. 

With respect to the origin of the reef, I believe,1757j a ba r composed 
of sand & pebbles fonnerly existed beneath the water, when the low 
land on which the town now standswasoccupicd by a large bay; & that 
this bar was first consolidated, & then elevated. These two distinct 
processes are of so common occurrence in S. America, that I now feel 
none of that surprise, with which such facts would fonncrly have 
sta rtled me.2 There is another & slightly different explanation, which 
possesses equal probability, namely that a long spit of sand like some 
tha t now exist on the neighbouring coast, had its central part consoli· 
dated, & then by a slight change in the set of currents the loose matter 
was removed, the ha rd nucleus alone remaining. Although the swell of 
the open ocean breaks heavily on the outer side of the naITOW & 
insignificant line of reef. yet there is no ~ord of its de<:ay. This 
durability is the most curious circumsta nce connected with its exis­
tence: it appears to be owing toa layer of calcareous matter, formed by 
the successive ~owth of several kinds of organic bodies, chie(]y 
serpulae, halani, corallinae, but no true corals. It is a process strictly 
analogous to the fo rmation of peat, & like that substance, its effe<:ts are 
to preserve from degradations the matter on which it rests. - [n true 
coral reefs, when the upper extremities of the living mass aTC killed by 
the rays of the sun, they become enveloped & protected by a nearly 
similar process. It is probable that if a Breakwater such as that of 
Plymouth, was built in these tropical Sl!as, it would be imperishable, 
tha t is, as imperishable as any part of the solid land, which all, some 
day, must suffer decay &. renovation. 
I FoIlowoo by a deleted §enlence:'On the ensu'ngday llQQk upmy residence on ,horem 
a Braz,hJn mn.-' 
lThe §entenct' wluch follows was "'nncn on a §epolrate unnumbo-red poIge. and markrd 
10 be inK'1'IOO h~re_ 
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Jr" I was delighted on the I;td' to get on board the ship & in the 
afternoon to leave the shon!s of Brazil . We he close hauled to the wind, 
" therefore there is a considerable pitching motion; I suffer very much 
from 17581 sea-sickness. - But it is on the road to England; in truth some 
such comfort is neces5.uy to support the tedious misery ollos5 of time, 
health" comfort . -

21- W~ crossed the Equator -

JI--Stplmrhtr 4" After a most ~ceUent passage, we came to an anchor 
early in the morning at Porto Praya. We found lying there, ascommonly 
is thc case, some Slaving vessels. The weather, during our short stay of 
four days was very fine, but as this was the beginning of the unhealthy 
season, I confined my walks to short distances. 

I have nothIng to say about the place; as lOme rain had fOlllen , a most 
f.unt tlOge of green ",'as just distinguishable. Our old friend the great 
Baobab tree was dothed with a thick green foilage, which much altered 
its appearance. As might be ~xpeC1ed , I was not so much delighted with 
51 lago, as during our former visit; bul even this time I found much in 
its Natural History very interesting. It would Indeed be strange if the 
first view of desert volcanic plains, (a kind of counlry soutterlydifferent 
from anything in England) and the first sensations on en tering an 
ardent clima te, did not excite the most vivid impressions in the mind of 
every one, who IiIkes pleasure in beholdjng the face of nature . 

.f rio We "'ere all very glad 10 theeveningofthe41h to wish farewell to the 
irregular mountains ofStJago, as they disappeared in thel7591 evening 
shades. I confess, I feel some good will to the Island; I should be 
ungrateful if it was otherwise; for I shall never forget the delight of first 
standing in a certain lava cavern & looking at th~ swell of the AtlantIC 
lashlOg the rugged shores.-

gM Crossed the Tropic of Cancer. 

20'a In the morning we were off the East end of the Island or Terccira, 
and a little after noon reached the town of Angra. The island 15 
moderately lofty « has a round~ oudine with detached conical hills 
evidently of volcanic ongm Th~ land is well cultivated, " is divided 
mto a mulhtude of rectangular fields by stone walls, extending from the 
water's edge to high upon therentr." htIls. There are few or no trees," 
the yellow stubble land at this time or year gives a burnt up and 
unpleasant character to the scenery. Small hamlets « single white­
washed houses are scattered In all parts. In the evening a party went on 
shore;_1 We found the dty a very dean « tidy little pla~, containing 
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about 10,(0) inhabitants. which includl'S nearly the fourth part of the 
total number on the island. There are no good shops. & little signs of 
activity. excepting the intolerable creaking of an occasional bullock 
waggon. The churchl'S are very respectable. & there were formerly a 
good many convents; but Dom Pedro destroyed several;l760) he leyel­
led three nunneries to the ground. & gave permission to the nuns to 
marry, which. excepting by some of the very old ones. was gladly 
receiYed.- Angra was formerly the capital of the whole archipelago. 
but it has now only one division of the islands under its government, 
and its glory has departed. Thecity is defended by a strong castle & line 
of batteries which encircle the base of Mount Brazil . an extinct volcano 
with sloping sides. which overlooks the town.- Terceira was the first 
place that received Dom Pedro, & from this beginning he conquered the 
other islands & frnally Portugal. A loan was scraped together in thisone 
island of no less than 4OO,OOOdoilars, of which sum not one farthing has 
ever been paid to these first supporters of the present nght royal & 
honourable family . 
I FoIiowiKI by deleled words; 'to the town or r~lheT aty of "ngr., thl! capilli! oIlh1! 
nc.ghbounng I5t.nds' 

21" The next day the Consul kindly lent me his horse & furnished 
me with guides to proceed to a spot. in the centre of the island , which 
was described as an acth'e cra ter. - Ascending in deep lanes, bordered 
on each side by high stone walls. for the three first miles, we passed 
many houses and gardens. We then entered on a very irTl"gular plain 
country, consisting of more recent streams of hummocky basaltic lava. 
The rocks are covered in some parts by a thick brushwood about three 
fl"('t high, and 761 in others by heath, fern , & short pasture: a few 
broken down old stone walls completed the resemblance with the 
mountains of Wales. I saw, moreover. some old English friends 
amongst the insects. and of birds , the starling. water wagtail. chaffinch 
and blackbird . There are no houses in this elevated and central part, 
and the ground is only used fo r the p.1sturc of ca ttle and goa ts. On 
every side. besides the ridges of morc ancient lavas, there were cones 
of various dimensions, which yet partly retained their crater-formed 
summits, and where broken down showed a pile of onders such as 
those from an iron foundry . - When we reached the so called crate-r, 
I found It a slight depression, or rather a short valley abutting against 
a higher range. and Without any eXit. The bottom was traversed by 
several large fissures. out of which, in nearly a dozen places. small 
jets of steam issued, as from the cracks in the boiler of a steam cngine. 
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The steam close to the irregular orifices, is far too hot for the hand 
to endure iI;- it has but little smell, yet from everything made of iron 
being blackened, and from a peculia r rough sensation communicated to 
the skin, the vapour cannot be pure, and I imagine it contains some 
muriatic add gas. - The effect on the surrounding trachytic lavas is 
singular, the solid stone being entirely converted either into !762lpure, 
snow white, porcelain day, or into a kind of bright red or the two 
colours marbled together. the steam issued through the moist and hot 
day. This phenomenon has thus gone on fo r many years; it is said that 
fl ames once issued from the cracks. During rai n, the water from each 
bank, must flow into these cracks; & it is probable that this same water, 
trickling down to the neighbourhood of some heated subterranean 
lava, causes this phenomenon.- Throughout the island, the powers 
below have been unusually active during the last year; several small 
earthquakes have been caused, and during a few days a jet of steam 
issued from a bold precipice overhanging the sea, not far from the town 
of Angra. 

I enjoyed my day's ride, though I did not see much worth seeing: it 
was pleasant to meet such a number of fine peasantry; I do not recollect 
ever having beheld a set of handsomer young men, with more good 
humoured pleasant expressions. l The men and boys are aU d ressed in 
a pla in jacket & trowsers, without shoes or stockings; their heads are 
barely covered by a little blue doth cap with two ears and a border of 
red; thisl7631 they lift in the most courteous manner to each passing 
stranger. Their clothes although very ragged, appeared singularly 
dean, as well as their persons; I am told, that in almost every cottage, a 
visitor will sleep in snow white sheets & will dine off a dean napkin. 
Each man carries in his hand a wallting staff about six feet high; by fixing 
a large knife at each extremity, they ca n make this into a formidable 
weapon.- Their ruddy complexions, bright eyes & erect gait, made 
them a pictu re of a fine peasantry: how different from the Portugeese of 
Brazil!- The greater number, which we this day met, were employed 
in the mo untains gathering sticks for fire-wood. - A whole family , 
from the falher to the least boy, might be seen, each carrying his bundle 
on his head to sell in the town. Their burthens wefe very heavy; this 
hard labour &: the ragged Sla te of their d othes too plainly bespoke 
poverty. yet I am told, it is not the want 01 food , but of ailluxurles, a case 
parallel to that of Chiloe. - Hence, although the whole land is not 
cultivated, at the present time numbers emigrate to Brazil, where the 
contract to which they are bound, differs bulliltle from slavery. It seems 
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a great pity that so fine a population shou ld be compelled [10) leave a 
land of plenty, where every article of food, meat, vegetables & fruit,-is 
exreed ingly cheap & most abundant,117Ml but the labourer finds his 
labour of proportionally little value.-
' FoUo ... ed by deleted sentence: . A surprising number of the boys hi>d ... hile or lightly 
roIoured ~Ir, ... hich from its 5trange~ loour eyes made ,tthe more pleas"'g: 
l The following page is numbered both 764 and 76.5. 

22nd I staid the greater part of the day on board.' 

'The entl)' for this day has Mn markt"d (or deletion. 

23rd Anolher day I set out early in the morning to visit the town of Praya 
seated on the NE end of the island . - The distance is about fifteen miles; 
the road ran the greater part of the way not far from the coast. The 
country is all cultivated & scattered with houses & small villages. I 
noticed in several places, from the long traffic of the bu llock waggons, 
that the solid lava, which formed in parts the road, was worn into ruts 
of the depth of twelve inches. This circumstance has been noticed with 
surprise, in the ancient pavement of Pompeii, as not occurring in any of 
the present towns of Italy. At this place the wheels have a ti re sur­
mounted by Si ngularly la rge iron knobs, perhaps the old Roman wheels 
were thus furni shed. The country during our morning's ride, was not 
interesting, excepting always the pleasant sight of a happy peasantry. 
The harvest was lately over, & near to the houses the fine yellow heads 
of Indian corn, were bound, for the sake of drying, in large bundles to 
the stems of the poplar trees. These seen from a d istance, appeared 
weighed down by some beautiful fruit, -the very emblem of ferti lity.­
One part of the road crossed a broad stream of lava, which from itsl7661 
rocky & black surface, showed itself to be of comparatively recent 
origin; indeed the crater whence it had fl owed could be distinguished . 
The industrious inhabitants, have turned this space into vineyards, but 
for this purpose it was necessary to clear away the loose fragments & 

pile them into a multitude of walls, which enclosed little patches of 
ground a few ya rds square; thus covering the country with a network 
of black lines.-

The town of Praya is a quiet fo rlorn lillIe p lace; Many years since a 
large city was here overwhelmed by an earthquake. It is asserted the 
land subsided, and a wall of a convent now bathed by the sea is shown 
as a proof: the fact is probable, bu t the proof not convincing. I retumed 
home by another road, which fi rst leads along the Northern shore, & 
then crosses the central part o f the Isla nd . - This North Eastem 
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extremity is particularly well cultivated, &: produces a large quantity of 
fine wheat. The square, open fields, &: small vil1;'1ges with white washed 
churches, gave to the view as seen from the heights, an aspect resembl­
ing the less picturesque parts o f central Engl;'lnd. - We soon reached 
the region of douds, which during our whole visit have hung very low 
&: concealed the tops of the mountains. For a couple of hours we crossed 
the elevated central part, which is not inhabited:.r: bears a desolatel7671 
appearance. When we descended from the douds to the city, I heard 
the good news that observations had been obtained, &: that we should 
go to sea the same evening. 

The anchorage is exposed to the whole swell of the Sou thern ocean, 
&: hence during the present boisterous time of year is very disagreeable 
&: far from safe.-

24'" In the morning, we were off the Western end of5t Michaels; to the 
capital of which we were bound in quest of leiters. A contrary wind 
detained us the whole day, 

lS'~ but by the following morning, we were off the city, &: a 00.11 was 
scnt on shore. - The Isld of 5t Michaels is considerably larger &: three 
times more populous &: enjoys a more extensive trade than Terceira.­
Thc chief export is the fruit , for which a fleet of vessels annually arrives. 
Although several hundTlod vessels are loaded with oranges, these trees 
on neither island appear in any great numbers. No one would guess 
tha t this was the great market for the numberless oranges imported into 
England. 5t Michaels has much the same open, semi-green, cultivated 
patchwork appearance as Terceira. The town is more scattered; the 
houses &: churches there &: throughout the country are white washed &: 
look from a distance neat and pretty . The land behind thel7681 town is 
less elcvated than at Terreira, but yet rises considerably; it is thickly 
studd(.od or rather made up of small mammiformed hills, each of which 
has sometime been an active Volcano. - In an hours time the boat 
returned without any letters, and then getting it good offing from the 
land, we steered, thanks to God, a dirt.'Ct coursc for England.-

Our voyage having come 10 an end, I will take a short retrospect of 
thc advantages and disadvantages the pain &: pleasure of our five years' 
wandering. Ifa person should ask my advice before undertaking a long 
voyage, my answer would depend upon his possessing a decided taste 
for some branch of knowledge, which could by such means be acquired. 
No doubt it is a high 5.1tisfaction to behold various countries, and the 
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many races of Mankind, but tht! plea su res gained at Ihe lime do nol 
counterbalance the evils. It is necessary to look forward to a harvest, 
however distant it may be, when some fruit will be reaped, some good 
effected. Many of the losses which must be experienced are obvious, 
such as that of Ihe society of all old friends, and of the sight of those 
places with which every dearest remembrance is so intimately con­
nected. These losses however, are at the timel7691 partly relieved by the 
exhausilessdelighl of anticipating the long wished for day of return. If, 
as poets say, life is a dream, I am sure in a long voyage these are the 
visions which best pass away the long night. Other losses, although not 
at first felt, after a period tell heavily, those are the want of room, of 
seclusion, of rest -the jading feeling of constant hurry - the priva tion 
of small luxuries, the comforts of dvilization, domestic society, and 
lastly even of music &: the other pleasures of imagination. When such 
trines are mentioned, it is evident that the real grievances (excepting 
from accidents) of a sea life are at an end. The short space of sixty years 
has made a most astonishing difference in the facility of distant naviga­
tion. Even in the time of Cook, a man who left his comfortable fire side 
for such expeditions, did undergo privations: a yatch with every luxury 
of life might now drcumnavigate the globe. Besides the vast improve­
ments in ships&: naval resources, the whole Western shores of America 
are thrown open; and Australia is become a metropolis of a rising 
continent. How different are the drcumstances to a man shipwrecked 
at the present day in the Padfic, to what they would have been in the 
time of Cook: since his voyagel7701 a hemisphere has been added to the 
dvilized world. 

If a person suffers much from sea sickness, let him weigh it heavily 
in the balance: I speak from experience, it is no triAing evil cured 
in a week.] If he takes pleasure in naval tactics, it will afford him full 
scope for his taste; but even the grea ter number of 5<lilors, as it appears 
to me, have little real Liking for the sea itself;2 It must be borne in 
mind how large a proportion of the time during a long voyage is spent 
on the water, as compared to the days in harbour. J And what are the 
boasted glories of the illimitable ocean? A tedious waste, a desert of 
water as the Arabian calls it. No doubt there are some delightful scenes; 
a moonlight night, with the clear heavens, the dark glittering sea, Ihe 
white sails filled by the soft air of a gently blowing trade wind, a 
dead calm, the heaving surface polished like a mirror, and all quite still 
excepting the occasional napping oflnl l the sails. It is well once to 
behold a squall , with its rising arch, and coming fury, or the heavy gale 
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and mountainous waves. I confess however my imagination had 
painted something more grand, more terrific In the fu ll grown slonn. It 
IS a finer sight on the canvass of Vandervelde, and infirutely finer when 
beheld on shore, when the wavmg trees, Ihe wild flightol the birds, the 
dark shadows &c bright lights, the rushmg tom>nts all proclaim the strife 
of the unloosed elements. At sea, the albatross and petnl Oy as If 
the slonn was their proper sphere, the water rises and sinks as if 
performing its usual task, the ship alone and its inhabitants seem 
the object of wra th . On a forlorn &: weather-beaten coast the scene is 
indeed different, but the feelings partake more of horror than of wild 
delight. 

Lei us now look at the brighter side of the past time. The pleasure 
derived from beholding the Kenery and general aspect of the variou.s 
rountnes we have visited, has decidedly been the most CORSunt and 
highest source of enJOYment. It is probable lhal the ptcturesque beauty 
01 many partsol Europe far~ anything we have beheld But there 
is a growing pleasure In comparing the character 01 scenery mim i 
different countries, which to II certain degree is distinct from merely 
admiring their beauty. It more depends on an acquaintance with the 
individual p<1rts of each view: I am strongly induced to believe thai as in 
Music, the person who understands every nole will, if he also has true 
taste. more thoroughlly enjoy the whole; so he who examines each part 
of {al fine view may also thoroughily comprehend the full and com­
bmed effect. Hence a traveU~ should be /I botanist, for in all views 
plants form the chief embellIshment. Croup masses of naked rocks, 
even In the wildest fonns; for a time they may afford /I sublIme 
spectacko. but they will soongrow monotomous; paint them With bright 
and varied colours, they will become fantastlck; dothe them wllh 
vegetation, they must form, at least a decent, if not a most beautiful 
picture. 

When I said that the scenery of Eu rope was probably superior to 
anything which we have beheld, I must except, asa class by itself. that 
of the intertropical regions. The two can not be compared together; but 
I have already too often enlarged on the grandeur of these Ialler 
climates. As the force of impression frequently depends on premn· 
ceived ideas, I may add that all mine were taken from the vivid 
descripbOns In theim , Persona.! Narrahve· which far exceed In ment 
anyttung I have ever read on the subject. Yet wilh these high wrought 
ideas, my feelings were very remote from partaking of a tmge of 
disappointment on first lamhng on the coast of Brazil. 
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Among the scenes which .1re deeply impressed on my mind, nonc 
exceed in sublimity the primeval forests, undefaced by the hand of 
man, whether those of Brazil, where the powers of life aTC predomi­
nant, or those of Tierra del Fuego, where dealh & decay prevail. Both 
aTe temples filled with the varied productions of the God of Nature:­
No one can st,lnd unmoved in these solitudes, without feeling that 
there is more in man than the mere breath of his body. - In calling up 
images of the past, I find the plains of Patagonia most frequently cross 
before my eyes. Yet these plains are pronounced by all most wretched 
& useless. They are only characterized by negative possessions; - with­
out habitations, without water, without trees, without mountains, they 
support merely a few dwarf plants. Why then, and the case is not 
peculiar to myself, do these arid wastes take so finn possession of the 
memory? Why have not the still more level, greener & fertile Pampas, 
which are serviceable to mankind, produced an equal impression?I7741 
I can scarcely analyse these feelings. - But it must be partly owing to 
the free scope given to the imagination. They are boundless, for they 
are scarcely practicable & hence unknown: they bear the stamp of 
having thus lasted for ages, & there appears no limit to their duration 
through future time. If, as the ancients supposed, the flat earth was 
surrounded by an impassable breadth of water, orby deserts heated to 
iln intolerilble excess, who would not look at these last boundaries to 
miln's knowledge with deep, but ill defined senSiltions.- Lastly of 
natural scenery, the views from lofty mountains, though certainly in 
onc sense not beautiful, are very memorable. I remember looking down 
from the crest of the highest Cordillera; the mind, undisturbed by 
minute details, was filled by the stupendous dimensions of the sur· 
rounding masses.-

Of individual objects, perhaps no one is more sure to create astonish· 
ment, than the first sight, in his nath'e haunt, of a real barbarian,~of 
man in his lowest and most savage state. One's mind hurries back over 
past centuries, & then asks could our progenitors be such as these? 
Men, - whose very signs & expressions are less intelligible to us than 
those of the domesticated animals; who do not possess the instinct of 
those illuma!s, nor yet appearl77SI to boast of human reason, or at least 
of arts consequent on that reason. I do not believe it is possible to 
describe or paint the difference of savage and civilized man. It is the 
difference between a wild and tame animal: and part of the interest in 
beholding a savage is the same which would lead everyone to desire to 
see the lion in his desert, the tiger tearing his prey in the jungle, the 
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rhinoceros on the wide plain. or the hippopotamus wallowing in the 
mud of somt! African river. -

Amongst Ihe other most remarkable spectacles, which we nave 
beheld, may be ranked,-the stars of the Southern hemisphere, the 
water-spout -the glacier leading Its bluestream of ice In a bold precipICe 
overhanging the sea-a lagoon island. raised by Ihe coral forming 
animalcule-an active volcano-the overwhelming effects of a violent 
earlhquake. - These latter phenomena perhaps possess for me a 
higher interest, frum their intimate connection with the geological 
structure of the world. The earthquake must however be to everyone a 
most impressive event; the solid earth, considered from our earliest 
childhood as Ihe very type of solidity. has oscillated like a thin crust 
beneath our f\.'el ; and in St.'eing the most beautiful 7761 and laboured 
works of man in a moment overthrown. we feel the insignificance of his 
boasted po\<ro·er.-

It has been said Ihat the love of the chace IS an Inherent delight In 

man,-a rehcof an instinctive passion . -if so, I am sure the pleasureof 
hving in the opcn air, with the sky fora roof, and the ground fora table. 
is pari of the same feeling . It IS the savage returning to hIs wild and 
native habits. I always look back toourboatcruizes& my land journeys, 
when Ihrough unfrequented countries, with a kind of extreme delight, 
which no scenes of civilization could create. - I do not doubt every 
Ir.weller must remember the glowing sense of happiness, from the 
simple consciousness of breathing in a foreign clime. where thecivilized 
man has seldom or never trod. 

There are scveral other sources of enJoyment In a long voyage, which 
are perhaps of a more reasonable nature. The map of the world ceases 
to be a blank; it becomes a picture fuJI of the most varied and animated 
figuTl.'S . Each part assumes Its true dimensions: large continents are not 
looked al in the light of islands, or islands considered as mere specks, 
which in truth arc larger than many kingdoms of Europe.- Africa, or 
North & Southlm l America, arc well-soundmg names and easily 
pronounced. but it is not till having sailed for some weeks along small 
portions of their coasts. that one is thoroughily convinced, how large a 
piece of our Immense world, these namt."5 imply . -

From SCt'lIlg the present state, it is imposSible not to look forward 
with high expectation to the future progress of nearly an entIre hemi­
sphere. The march of improvement, consequent on the introduction of 
Christianity through the South Sea, probably stands by itself on the 
records of the world. It is the more slriking when we remember thai but 
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sixty years since, Cook, whose most excellent judgment none w ill 
dispute, could foresee no prospect of such change. Yet these changes 
have now been effected by Ihe philanthropic spirit of the English 
nahon. 

In the same quarter of the globe Australia is rising. or indeed may be 
said 10 have risen, intoa grand centre of civilization, which, at some not 
very remote period, will rule the empressoftheSoulhem hemisphere. It 
is impossible for an Englishman to behold these distant colonies, with· 
out a high pride and satisfaction. To hoist Ihe British flag seems to draw 
as a cerlain consequence wealth, prosperity and civilization. -17781 

In conclusion, -it appea rs to me that nothing can be more improving 
to a young naturalist, Ihan a journey in distant countries. It both 
sharpens and partly also allays that want and craving. which as Sir J. 
Herschel remarks, (Not~ In null'S"" : Discourse on the Study of Natural 
Philosophy. p. 3.). a man experiences. although every corporeal sense' 
is fully satisfied. The excitement from the nO\'elty of ob}C'ctS. and the 
chance of success stimulates him on to activity. Moreover as a number 
of isolated facts soon become uninteresting. the habit of comparison 
leads to generalization; on the other hand, as the traveller stays but a 
short space of time in each place, his description must genera lly consist 
of mere sketches instead of detailed observa tion. Hence arises. as I have 
found to my cost, a constant tendency to fill up the wide gaps of 
knowledge by inaccurate &: superflCial hypotheses. 

But 1 have too deeply enjoyed the voyage not 10 recommend 10 any 
naturalist 10 take all chances. and to start on travels by land if possible. 
ifolherwtse on a long voyage. He may feel assured he will meel with no 
dlfficulttes or dangers (excepting In rare cases) nearly so bad as he 
before hand iInagined.- In a moral point of view, the effect ought to 
be, to tCilch him good humoured patience, unselfishness, the habit of 
acting for himself. and of making the bt..'St of everything, or conlent­
ment: lml in short, he should partake of Ihe characteristic qualities of 
the greater number of 8.1ilors. - Travelling ought also to teach him to 
distrust others; but at the sa me time he will discover how many truly 
goodnatured people there are. with whom he never before had, nor 
ever again will have any further communication. yet who are ready to 
offer him the most disinterested assIStance. 
I FoIIowtd by dftfttd words. ' M IYICItI ~ IlUppoR. 1 'pok from~~pt'liftIo:e , as ~ I 
!Ny. lIUH~nng now _ thoan t did thI'ft yurs A80.' 
I FoIlowc-d by deleted worct.; 'if not ('(Im~ to it by I'IK'ftI.Ity, ~ of p.wy w",", 
Vfl)' young .. tM fOIn'oI habtt when old, Ire 1M JON, bonds of 11t..-.mon.' 
'FoIlowtd by d~~led wnlenc:e: ' In our fiv~ y~<1I1"5 th~ ncn& of days, during lhe whole 
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of whICh the anchor hAs ~ down, over Ihe rematndn, h.u KiOn:.ly """,ailed fifty: 
'By AleXOlnder von Humbold l. Sec nolf' 2 forf'ntry of 16January 1831, p. 24. 

Octo#x>r 2- After a tolerably short passage, but with some very heavy 
weather, we came to an anchor at Fa lmouth.- To my surprise and 
shame I confess the first sight of the shores of England inspired me with 
no wanner feelings, than if it had been a miserable Portugeese settle­
ment. 1 The same night (and a dreadfully stonny one it was) I s tarted by 
the Mail for Shrewsbury.-

I A not~ '" llu- marK'" .... ads: 'Mem Freycinel r('mark., "fl\.', his troubles' . Sec Louis 
Claude lA-5auLSol'S de Freycin..t, \'''!/'I,yrutour du _"dr. ,"lrt1'1'15 pilrard ... du ROI 4 vol,. 
rans, L82oH). 

4'• The Beagle prOCt.'eded .0 Plymouth; where she lay till the ITI'.-I 

'On 1M followIng day, CDwrotf' from Shre .... w..ry 10 hI, un<:\(, Josl.1h Wedg .... ood II : 'The 
fIlo .. gk! am\,('d al Falmoulh on Sundaye'erung. &1 re<Khed horne "If' "st night My head 
Isqwte cunIuwd w,th $0 mudtdehg.ht, but I eannotallow my sistentotdl you firs(, how 
""I"I"Y I .. m \0 !lee III myde,u frMonds 18"m. 11m obliged loretum In th~~ fou r dll)'S to 
london, .. hl're the Be .. gk- "'Ill be paid off, & then I shall pay sn ...... ·sbury I longer VIsit I 
am mOM an~M,JUH)I-w:.. 19am to _ Macr, & aLL ,ts Inhilbet.1nts. $0 that m tM rounwoftwo 
~ thret' ... et'I.$, I hopt' m Jl'l'f$On to thilnk you, liS being my fiBt Lord of the Admlr .. l!y: 
Set- Com'Splmdmcr I: 504. 

On 6October he wrote lo l~I7:RO)'. 'I.m,·cd here ynlerd.ily morrung II Brelkfut tulle, 
&: dlo'nk God, found aU my dear good ~Ist"n & fllherquite ...... 11.- ... I w ish WI!h 1111 my 
hl'aT! , I .. a~ wlllilll\ to you , amOflgs! )'our fri .. "d~ instead of at tru.t honid Plymouth But 
Ined.1Y "'lll!ol1On COTm' and you wiU be u h.lppyllSl am now- I dO;lS/iure you I amll V<'Ty 

gre .. t m .. n~! home-the fj"e )'1'.1111 "oyage h.u ~rl.1mly r .. I!ioed me a hundred percent I 
f~ar 5u~h greallll'$S must "xpo.-rn'n«: II fa ll. _ , 1 thought when I be-g.on thIs leiter I 
would conVInce you what a ~teady & sober frameol mind I .. ·u III. Bull find I am wIIllng 
most preoous nonsense. T .. ·o or Ihroe of OUT bboull'fS )'e5Ierday imnwdloltely K'I to 
work. and got most exces.si'·ely dronk In honour of tt... amval or Master Charles. - Who 
Ihl'n shall sainSoily If M.tst('T C1wrln himself (~ to "",ke himxU I fool. Good 
b)'t' -God bIeM ),00- 1 hope you lire lIS happy. but mueh WISoer than you r most SlI1Ce1't 
but ut.wort hy f'hl\o& . Chas. 0..,.",,,,' 

1~· Sailed for the Thames, calling on h~r way at Portsmou th & Deal, & 
gol up the river to Greenwich o n the 28'''.-

Nowmlxr"'" She moved d own to Woolwich, where on the l'fl' she was 
paid off.-

The Beagle was put into commission on the 4'h of July 1831; thus 
having compleh.>d the unusually long period of five years and one 
hundred and thirty six days. 

On the following pages Crew Lists of the 'Ships Company of H,M,S. 
Beagle. Oct' 1836', and ' In Schooner Constitution', are added in another 
hand , 
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Ad .. nson, Mic:hel (In7-I806). F~nch Nlur.lilol .. nd t,.,elkr 
Aldunlle Toro, JoM 51nll.l,,0 (l796-UlbI). Chile." Generill and Cm'fmoJ of 
Chiloe. 
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Buk .. I, Futgl. (182 1- 1883)_ Fuegi.ln IWI brought 10 England In 18JObyFlt z.Roy • 
• nd rl"tu rned to Tleru del Fuego in 18.'\3. Name In Alikhoollp language ""., 
Yorl.xushlu MnnN Y(>rk Mlnstel'", 
Buufort, Ft.ncls (In4-18o;7). 1-1.,'.1 oHket-.nd hydrogt.Ipher Post-uptlm 
RN, 1810; ~.olr·Admlr.ol1. 1846. HVdrogr.rmoflhe '."Y, 1829-~5. OngtNtor 
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8ftcNy, Frrderick WIIIUm 11i'9b-IMO). \;.ol"~ olficeT.InJ sqr.olptw-r Cap­
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~II, Colonel. CD's hu.liIIl DlpeolCood H~ Huthlnd ofL..JyC"rohne W 
Bingley, Mr, [nph nwrctwtl "nd RWrwger 01 ~I.t .... 1 Potrwo 5«0 lWolf 

COPl.lpO 
Bo;1I M ... mory Ie UI10--JO). FUl!glan broughl til Englolnd by Fi t~Roy In 18JO. Died 

of small pox In Roynl l lospi tal , Plymouth, November 1830. 
Bolin" Simon (1783-1830), Generil l .nd p.1 triolleader InMrument.' In Ind~ 
pendence 1TIO\emcnbm Vennu ... "'. CoIombUl. E~r, Peru and Bob",.. 
Bonpl..ln, Aimf 11m-11t"i8), French bot.lJllil.n.t 11'iI,~1Jer 
Bovpinvill .... Louis Antoine de (F~ ... c.pt.m .. nd rw"1&ItoI" (:ucum. 

na\l~led lhegkob..- In U. &.odnN', lift7-ll 
IridI n . Uteb .. n l " cAI (1814--liU9) Second JOnoiThonws Bndgn, 
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Sri, b,nt!, M.lthew (d. \833). First offid.ll British Resident in F,tkland Isands. 
Murdered.t Port Louu by S'ucholJ.nd IndL.M on 26 August 1833 
Busby. l.ma (IIIOI-11). Rntoifidlli Bntish ReiJent in New ZuLtnd 
Button, Jemmy lb. 1816). F~n boy brought to England by fitzRoy in 1830, 
1m! returned 10 TIt'mI dd Fuqo in 1833. N.ame in Y.ahpn Llngwge WAS 
Onmdelbco. Wu ,itO .Ihoe in 1863. 

8YnM. 8enj .. min (1804-65). N,voIlsurgeon. AssitLl"! and tMn Acting Surgeon 

on the hglt-. 1832-7; Surgeon. 1&17 .... 4) FRCS 1844 
C.dmn, Mr. British merch,nt In Rio de Janeiro. 
Calddeugh. Alexander (d. 1858). British tr/lder .nd plant collector living In 
Santiago. Owner of copper mines at r.nundllo. Author of Trll!:<tls i" South 
Amrrica dllrmg thr ytrfT$ 1819.. 21, London 1825. FRS 1831 
CncndiJh, Sir Thomu (1555-92). English gentle""," ad"cnlurn .. nd rNnner 
Oisco\.~ Port Dnireon 17 ~moo 1586,.nd INIde the third am.lm~vig .. ' 
tion of lhe globe 1586-8. 
(]WIers, Edwnd M.lin. M.stel'on the lWp. 1831-6. 
Cheslf'rfield. Earl of (l694-lm). Politician, Wit and letter wnte, 
Chnwode, c.pt. CommiInd.nl of lroops Itltiorvd al 8.athul$l, New Soolh 
Wales. 
aarke, Mr. MIssionary al WairNIle, Bay of Islands, New Zealand 
aavac, le Compte de. French artist and t,a,·eller. 
Cochrane, Lord, 10th Eul of Dundonald ( 1175-IBllO). Naval officer. Captain 
RN, 1801; Rear-Admiral, 1854. Commanded Chilean navy, 1813-22. 
Cole, Sir Galbraith Lowry (lm-I842). While Governor of the Capt of Good 
Hope, 1828-33, he built many new n»ds_ 
Cook, j&mH (1128-7'9). CimunNlvlptOf Upt.lin RN, 1775. Cornm.nded 
'"O)'ages 10 the South Seaund around the world in 1768-71. 1m-Sand In6-9. 
FRS ITl6. 
Corfield, Richard Henry (1804-97). Engluh mncN.nt lhing in ValpilullJo. 
Attended Shrewibury School 1816-19, o\·ert..pping CD in 1813-19, CD Itlyed 
at his house in the ~r.I on ""'ftal occ.Isions, induding hiS periOd of 
illness In September and October 1834. 
Covlnston, Syml (c_ 1816-61). Appointed 15 CD's penonal 5er\'ilnt 22 May 
1833, and remil lned In hisservn unlil25 February 1839. Emigrated to Australill 
and 5eUled 15 postmaster at Pambula, Twofold B.ay, New South Wale •. 
Cuvler, Cearan (1769-1832). French systematist, rompilfilti\'e INitomist, 
pillHonlologiJtand admuustTatOf. 
Daniell, John Frederic (1790-1845). Me1eoro1ogi5t, chemist and physKbt 
ProfeNoroi Chmustry at King'sCoUqe, london, 1831---45. FRS 1813 
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,&11. 
Duwin, Emily Catherine (181G-66). CD'. sister, known in the family al 
Calherine or Catty. Married Chartes Ungton .. hisseconci wife In 1863 
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Darwin, Erasmus Alvey (1804-81). CD'~ elder brother. Studied science and 
medicine at Cambridge and Edinburgh. but never practised. 
Darwin, Robert Waring (1766-1848). CD's father. Third son of Erasmus Darwin 
by his second wife. Physidan with II large p ractice in Shrt'wsbury. Resided at 
The Mount, Shrewsbury, which he buHt e. 1796-8. Married SU5.lnnah, daughter 
of Josiah Wcdgwood I, in 1796. FRS 1788. 
Darwin, Susan EJiuheth (1803-66). CD's sisler. called by him Granny . Did not 
marry. 
Davies, Richard . Missionary at Waimate, Bay of Islands, New Zealand, since 
1819. Not in holy orders. but fan the farm at whkh the natives were taught 
agriculture. 
Davis, John (1550-1605). English sea captain and navigator. Discoverer in the 
Desire of the Falkland Islands on 14 August 1592. 
Derbishire, Alexander. Mate on the &agl .. , 1831- 2. Returned to England. April 
1832. 
Dickson, Mr. (d. 1833). Englishman (or Irishman according to fitzRoy) resi­
dent as storekeeper at Port Louis in the Falkland Islands. and left in charge 
of British flag in January 1833. Murdered by gauchos and Indians, 26 August 
1833 
Dixon, Sir Manley(d. 1837). Naval officer. Commander-in-Chiefat Plymouth. 
1830-3. 
Douglas, Charles D. Surveyor and pilot. long resident in Chiloe. 
Doverton , SirW. Resident in St Helena. 
Drake, Sir Francis (1540-96). English adventurer and admiral. Circumnavi­
gated the globe in the Go/dl'n Hind. 1577-80. 
Dumas, Sr. Chief of Police in Montevid eo. 
Earle, Augustus (1793-1838). Official artist on the Beagle, 1831- 2. 
Edwards, Joaquin. Major-domo of copper mines at Panuncillo. 
Edwards, Jose Maria. Anglo-Chilean, son of the owner of silver mines at 
Arqueros. 
Ellis, William (1794-18n). Missionary in the South Seas and author. 
Evans, Lieut . Officer of Marines posted on Ascension Island. 
Falkner, Thomas (1707-84). Jesuit miSSionary in Patagonia, 1740-68. 
FiguiR'da, ManoelJoaquem da. Estate ownerat Socegonear Campos in Bra:t.il. 
FitzRoy, Robert (1805-65). Naval officer, hydrographer and meteorologist. 
Commander RN, 1828: Capta in, 1835; Rear-Admiral, 1857: Vice-Admiral. 1863. 
Commanded HMS &agk from December 1828 to CXtober 1830, and from June 
1831 to NO\'ember 1836. MP for Durham. 1841-3. Governor-General of New 
Zealand, 1843-5. Meteorological Statist to the Board of Trade, 1854-{)5. FRS 
1851. 
Forsyth, Charles. Midshipman on the Brog/e. 1832-{i. 
Foster, Henry (1796-1831). Naval officer and navigator. Commanded HMS 
Clum/ie/err from 1828 till he was d rowned in Panama in 1831. FRS 1824. 
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Fox, Henry Slephen (1791-1846). British diplomat. Minister Plenipotentiary, 
Bl.lenM Aim, 1831-2; Rio de Janeiro, 1833-6; Washington, OC, 1836-44. 
fox, Willi.", Ouwin (1805-80). CD's 5«'Ond cousin and dOR friend. SA, 
Christ's College, Cambridge. 1829. Rt!ctor of Del.amel'\', Cheshire, 1838-13. 
Fu.nk.L1.nd, Mr. Sun-eyorCeneral in TilSfmnia. 

Frtln Se:rTlno. Ram6n (1781-1851 ). Chileiln Cenenl. Very actl\'e in Chilean 
struggle for independence. and twk:e (1823-6; 1827) Supreme Directorof Chile. 
Fruin. Sr. Politician in Montevideo. 
FuentH, JUoln. Estll te owner near Maldonado. 
Gay, Claud ... (1800-73). French naluralistand t, .. wller. Profes5Ol'ofphysicsi!lnd 
chemistry in Santiago, 182&-42. 
Gill , Mr. Civil engineer in Lima, 
Connl", Fnncisco. Guide employed by CD ill Maldonado. 
Gonuin. Mariano. Guide employed by CD in ChUe. 
Gore. Philip Vorb. British Chargf d ' Affaires in Buenos Aires, 1832-4. 
Gould, John (1804-81 ). Omithologist and artist . T&Jcidermisllo the Zcdog.IcaI 
Society of London. 1826-81 FRS 1843. 
GruvilI~, Mr. EngUsh est't~owner oeu Montevkleo. Fought In QUe,n fond 
8rnilian ",vies. 

Crey. Q"tles, 2nd Earl (1764-1845). Statesman and Prim~ MinislerofEng!tond. 
H"II , B"sil (1788-1844). Naval offirer and anthropologist . Travelled in Soulh 
America and Mexico, 1820-2. FRS 1816. 
Hamond, Robert Nicholu (1809-83). Male o n HMS Druid, JOolned 10 Ihe BNS'" 
in November 1832, and returned to England in May 1833. 
Hudy, Mr. Owner of copper mines 101 Guasco 
HMrls, Jam..,. British trJod~, ,nd sea aoptiUn ,t the IUo NI'gfO in P.1Iu.gonia . 
Acted., pilot for the &.Iglt, and lured LA Piland LA Utbrt 10 fitzRoy forsuno'eys 
of the shallow coastal w.1Iten. 
H"ni" Willi"m Snow ( 17'91- 1867). Physicist and inventor of the Iightrnng 
conductor and other electrical devices. Kt 1847. FRS 1831 . 
Hl'.ld, F"nci, Bond (1793-1875). Colonial gO\'emof and author. Travelled in 
SouthAmerica as managerofthe Rio Plata Mining Associal ion, 182S-6. 811836. 
Hellyer, Edward ~I . (d. 1833). Clerk on Ihe BNglt, 1831-3. Drowned in the 
Falkland Islands, 4 March 1833. 
Henslow, John Stevens (17'96-1861). Professor of Mineralogy at Cambridge 
Uni\'ersity, 1822- 7; Professor of Botany. IS27-(;1. Curate of Ullie SI Mary's 
Church, umbridge, 1824-32. Vicar 01 ChoI~y-<um-Moulsford , Berkshire, 
1832- 7. Rector of Hilcham. Suffolk, 1837-61 FRS ISIS. 
Herschel, John Frederick Willi.am (1792- 1871). Astronomer, mJolhemabti.an, 
cnemist and philosopher. Made as-tronomkal observations at the upe of Good 
H~, 1834-8. Mast~rofthe Mint. 18.50-5. Bt 1838 FRS 1813. 
Ho.are, Rev, Old Cambridge friend of (D's, preaching at Plymouth 
Hood. Thorn.., S,muel. British Consul General at Montevideo. 
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Humboldt, Friedrich Wilhelm Heinrich Alfund"f von (1769-1859). Ccnn.m 
naturalist and traveller. Explored South America, 17'99-18();I. COm!sponding 
Member, Royal Society, 18\5. 
Johnson, Q"I" Richndson. Male on the &aglt. 1832-6. 
Kent , Willi .. m. Assistant Surgeo!l on the StvIg/t, 18JJ-6. 
King. Philip Gidley (1817- 19().l). Eldest son of P. P. King. Midshipman on the 
ikIIg/c, 1831~. Leftlhe ship in 1836 to stay with his fathe r in Australia. Drew 
diagrams of the layout of the &aglt for John Munay in 1890. 
King. Philip P.arktr (179~I856). Naval offl«f lind hydrographer. Commander 
of the Adt'ttillm and &Aglr for the first surveying \'oyage to Soulh America, 
1826-30. Settled In Australia, his father having bet>n first Governor of New 
South Wales. Rl'ar·Admiral RN, 1855. FRS 1824. 
Kirby, WilHam (1759-1850). Clergyman and entomologist. One of Ih~ first 
Fellows oflhe Linnean Sodely, 1788. FRS 1818. 
KolZeb1.1e, OUo von (1787- 1846). Russian explorer and n;)\"18a1or. 
l.Iv;1IIlej<1, J1.1an Antonio (1784-1853). Urug1.1ayan soldier and patriol leader. 
tl.llhtary Go\'ernor of tl.lontevideo. 
L.wrie, Mr. Scottish merchant in Rio de Janeiro. 
l.Iwson, Nicholu E. Englishman serving the Republic of the Equator (Ecuador) 
as Go\'emor of the Galapagos Islands. 
l.c Dilly, M. Fn:nch Sf'a uptain whose whaler Lt MII~ILm was wn>eked in the 
Fall.land Islandson 12January 1833, and wh05ecn:wmembe",we~rncuedby 
the &aglt. 
Lennon, r.trick. Irish merchant in Rio de Jammu. 
Lesson, Ren~ Primev~1l' (17'94-1849). Fn:nch naturalist on the voyage of La 
COtJuilit round the world. 1822-5. 
Liesk, Mr. Settler in Cocos Keeling Islands. 
lloyd, John Augustus (1800-54). Civil englfit'i;" and surveyor. Surveyor. 
General, Mauritius, 1831-49. FRS 1830. 
Lo~z, Sr. Governor of Santa F~ province. 
Low, Will iam. Scottish trader and sea captain fIX many years in the waters 
around Paugonia. FallrJand Islands and Tierra del Fuego. Sold his schooner 
Unirom, then n:named Adt't'lIhlrt, to Fi~Roy in March 1833. 

Lumb, Edwud. English merchant in Buenos Aires. 
Lyell , Charlu (1797- 1875). Uniformitarian geologist. l'rofe5-50r of Geology, 
King's College. London, 1831-3. President of the Geological Society, 1834-0 
and 1849-50. Kt 1848. 1st Btl864 . FRS 1826. 
Macarthur, J.mes (1798-1867). Larg .. land owner and politician in New South 
Wales. Son of the introducer of the Merino sheep. 
McCormic.k, Robert (I800-90). Naval surgeon, expion:rand naturalist. Surgeon 
on the lkaglr. 1831-2. 
Maden, Thomu (1794-1879). Astronomer. Astronomer Royal at the Cape of 
Good Hope, t834-70. Kt 11:160. FRS 1831. 
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MI8t'lll.n, Ferdinand (1480-1521). Portugut'S(' IH.'a captain and the first cirrom­
rulvig.l lor. Appointed Captain General of an Armada by King Charles I of Spain 
with the aim of diSC'Overing a roule 10 the South Seas by sailing westwards 
round the world . Al though Magellan himself was killed in the Philippines, one 
of his ships, the Vittorio , completed the circtlmnavigarion . 
Muten5, ConrOid (1801-78). Landscape painter Official artist on the 8$8Ir . 
1833-4 Settled in Australia at Sydney, 1835. 
Mutin, John (1789-1854). HiStorical and landscape paintt'!"o 
Matthew" Richud (1811--93). Missionary from the Church Missionary Society 
to the Fuegians. Landed ilt Woollya 2J January 1834 and takt!:n off again 6 
February. Sailed in the Iktlglt to New Zealand, where he remained as a 
missionary with his brotheral Waimate. 
May. Jon,,!han . Carpt'nter on the BtIlgll', 1831-6. 
MI!'II .. rsh, Arthur. Midshipman on th~ AdL'("nlurt. 1828-30; on the &ag/t. 
1833-4. Mate on th~ Btug/t. 1 832~. Vice-Admiral. 1878. 
Miranda, Commandante. Subordinal~ of Gen~ral Rosas. 
Musler'S, CharlH (d. 1832). Volunteer lst Oass on the &ag/t, 1831- 2. Fourth 
son of John M"sl~rs of Colwkk Hall, Notts. Died of f~\'~r in Rio de J;\n~iro. 

Narbrough, John (1640-88). British nilv"l rommander. Commissioner of th~ 
Navy, 1680-7. Sailed through the Straits of Magellan in command of HMS 
Sw«"slam in November 1670. Kt 1673. 
Noll, Mr. Missionary in Tahiti since 1790s, 
O'Higgin'J. Don Ambrosio (c, 1720-1801), Soldier and Slalesman VkYroy of 
Chile, 1789-96; of Peru, 1796-1801 F"therof 
D'Hi88IM, Bernardo (1~1846). Liberator of Chile and Pn-sident of the 
Congress. 
Owen. Richitd (1804-92). Comparative anatomist. Assistant conservator of the 
Hunterian Museum, Royal College of Surgeons, 1827; Hunlerian Professor, 
1836-56. Superintendent of the Natural History Departments. British Museum, 
1856-84. 
Paget. Chules Henry (b. 18(6) Na\'al officer. uplain RN, 1829. Commanded 
HMS5Ilmanmg, 1831- 5. 
Pany, Mr. British mereh"nt al Montevideo. 
PuCO(k, George (1791- 1858). Tutor in mathematics at Trinity College, C"m' 
bridge, 1823-39. Lowndean Professor of Geometry and Astronomy al Cam­
bridge University, 1837- 58. Dean of Ely, 1839-58. FRS 1818. 
Pedro I, Oom. (1798-1834). Succeeded hu father as Regent of Br"zil. 1821; 
became Emperor, 1822; abdicated in favourofDom Pedro 11, 1831 . 
P"dro, Oon. Chilean Co\·emorofChilot'. 1835, 
Pimiento. Seb;astii1ln. Estate owner in Maldonado d istrict. 
Pomar" IV. AimOitOi. Queen of Tahiti, 1827- 77. 
Ponsonby. John, Lord (c. 1770-1855). Diplomatist. Em'oy-extraordlnary and 
MinIster Plenipotentiary in Buenos Aires, 1826-8. 
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Price, Mr. British merchant in V"Jpa.aiso whom CD met in Rio. 
Pritchard, George (1796-1883). Missionary at Papiet~ in Tahiti . British Consul 
in Tahi ti, 1837-44; in Samoa, 1844-57. 
Rennie , John (1794-1874). Civil engineer and arrhitect. Engineer to the Admi­
ral ty. Completed the breakwater at Plymou th begun by h is fa ther. Kt 1831. 
Rocha, Antonio d Ol. Owner of house at Chacer'] 0 Mac{lco near Rio de Janeiro. 

Rolor, Ge neral . Rebelcomma nderin Argentina . 
Rosas , Juan Manu" l de (1793-1877). Argentinian c.lUil' rancher, soldier and 
dictator. Ruled Argentina as Governor of Buenos Aires, 1829---32 and 1835-52. 
Led campaign against the Indians, 1833-5. Overthrown 1852 and retired to 
Swaythling in Hampshire, where CD once met him. 
Ross, Capt. Naval Commissioner al Plymouth. \831. 
Ross, Capt. Trader living in Cocos Keeling Islands. 
Rous, Mr. Bri tish Consul in Concepcion, 1835. 
Roussin, Albin Reine, Baron (178 1~1854) . French naval officer and diplomat. 
Su rveyed the coast of Brazil, 1819. Admiral, 1840. 
Rowlett , George (1797-1834). Purser on the BeIIg/(, 1831-4. Died at sea, 27 June 
1834 
Rugendas, Johann Morit~ (1802-58). German artist who travelled extensively 
in South America . 
Sarmiento, Don Pedro de Sanniento y Gamboa (e. 1532-1592). Spanish 
Admiral and historian . Commanded fleet sent to fortify the Straits of Magellan 
in 1581. 
Scott, Mr. British Attach!! in Rio d e Janeiro, 1832. 
Sedgwick , Adam (1785-1873). Woodwardian Professor of Geology at Cam­
bridge University, 181S--73. Canon of Norwich . 1834-73. FRS 1821. 
Shongi. Maori chief at Bay of Islands, New Zealand. 
Smith, Lieut. Naval officer left in Charge of the Falkland Islands by the Captain 
ofHMSChailrnger, March 1834. 
Smith, Andrew ( t 797~1872). Military surgeon. naturalist and explorer. Served 
in South Africa, 1821-37. Director General of the Army Medical Department, 
ISS!. KCB 1859. FRS 1857. 
Smith, Charles Hamilton (ln6-1859). Soldier, naturalist , writer and artist. 
Solander, Daniel Carl (1733--82). Swedish botanist. Accompanied Cook and 
Banks in HMS Endf'llVcur, 1768-71. Assistant librarian, British Museum, 1763: 
Keeper of the Natural History Department, In3. 
Spencer, Richard (1779-1839). Navalofficer and colonist. Government Resident 
at King George's Sound, Western Australia. Kt 1833. 
Stewart, Peter Benson. Mate on the Beagle, 1831-6. 
Stokes, John Lort (1812-85). Mate and Assistant Surveyor on the Beagle, 1831-6. 
Midshipman RN, 1826; Lieutenant. 1831: Comma nder, 1841; Rear-Admiral, 
1877. 
Stokes, Pringle (d . 1828). Naval officer. Commander of the Beaglr from 1826 to 
August 1828. when he committed suidde on board at Port Famine. 
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Sulinn. B.utholomew J.lmes (1810-90). Naval officer ;lInd hydrographeT. 
Ut'utt'nanl 01'1 Ihe IHoglt, 1831-{,. SUr'Vt'yoo Iht' Falkland Islands, 1838-46. 
Rear-Admiral 18n. KCB 1869. 
T.llbot, Ch.lrles (b. 18(1). Naval offJC('r. Captain RN. 1830. COlTUTlandcd HMS 
Wllrsprlt , 1830-42. Rescued Brazilian Royal Family from an insurrection on 6 
April 1831. 
Thompson.John Vaugh.ln (1779-1847). Z00logistand il'l\lt'l'Itorof plankton net. 
Usborne, Aleunder Burnl. Master's Assistant on thelHoglt, 1831-5. Surveyoo 
the coast of Peru in the Con$lrtudon, 1835-6. and returned to England via Cape 
Hom. 
Vernon, Colonel Harcourt. British tfiwcllt'r whom CD mt't at Buenos Aires. 
Vid.l , Aleunder Thorn.., Emeric. Naval officer and hydrographer. Captain 
RN,I825. 
W.llford, C.lpt. Englishman living .II Lirquen. near Concepcion. 
Weddell , J.lm" (1787-1834). Navigator and explorer. Namt.od Wigwam Covt' in 
TIeTTa del Fuego during a \'oyage to Lat. 74" IS' in 1822-4 
Wedgwood. Emma (1808-96). Youngt'S1 daughter of Bessy and Josiah 
Wedgwood II . Married CO, her cousin, on 29lanuary 1839. 
Wedgwood, Frances M.lckintosh (Fanny) (1800-89). D;lughter of lames and 
Catherine Mackintosh. Married Hcnsleigh Wedgwood in 1832. 
Wedgwood, Henlleigh (1803-91). CD's cousin, $On of Josiah Wedgwood II. 

BA, Christ's Conege, Cambridge. 1824; Fellow, 1829-30. Philologist and barris· 
ter. Metropolitan police maglstratt' at Lambeth, 1832- 7. Registrar of Metropoli. 
tan Caniag", 1838-49. M;mied Frances Mackintosh in 1832. 
Wt'dgwood, Josl.lh II (1769-1843). Master·POller of Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent. 
OwnerofMaer Hall, St,]ffordshire. MP forStoke-on·Trent , 1832-4. CD's uncle 
and father of his future wife, Emma. 
Wickh.lm, John Oemenl5 (1798-1864). First lieutenant on Ihe BtRgu. 1831...(i. 
Commandt'r of the IHoglr while surveying Ihecoastol Australia, 1837-41 . Police 
magistrate in Nt'w South Walt'S, 1843-57. Government Resident at Moreton 
Bay, 1857-{,(). 
Williams, Rey, WiIIi.lm. Missionary at Bay of Islands in Nt'w Zealand. Younger 
brother of Henry Williams(I792-1867), leaderofthe group of missionaries, who 
was Ilway .. t the time of CD'' visit. 
Wilson, Belford Hinton (18{W-58). British Consul In Lima, 1832-7; Charge 
d 'Affaires, 1837-41 . Consul General in VenezueL:a, 1842-52. 
Wilson, Mr. Missionary al Matavai in Tahiti since 1797. 
Wood, Alu.IIndcr Chul!!!1 (b. 1810). Colonial land lind emigration commis­
sioner. Robert FitzRoy'" cousin . 
York Minster (b. 1804). Fuegian brought to England by fitzRoy in 1830, and 
returned to TieTT'] del Fuego in 1833. Name In Alikhoolip Languolge was 
Ellepafu . Killed in a quarrelsome time before 1863. 
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Can, ... 1 334 
Casma 321 
Camo 247, 2ffi, 280-2, 28S 
CI"'riku 325 
uucahue 267 
Cauqoencs 258, 32S 
CavendIsh, S, r Thomu 219,449 
C.yJen Island ]/)7, m. 179, 285 
Celebe$ 416 
Cerro de Chilicauquen 32S 
Ct-no de Talgu .. n 256 
Chaao 264-5 
Ch.Iffers, Edw.rd 7S, 83-4, 90, 143, 

149, 178, 209-10, 364, 449 
CNhu .. , Sft' CNw\' 
0.11""1", HMS 220,343 
C/Mnlrtlffr, HMS 129 
Clununeillo mines 306. 338 
Ch.Irles Island 35+-6,)61 
CMrlnV43 
CNthilm IsWtd 351,355,361-2 
Chauqun Island 266 
ChawI' Inbe 2fk-7, 285 
Chl'Sll'rfield. Lerd 181 .327, 449 
Chetwode, uptain otO&, 449 
Chill' 1(i\', In, 2.w-343 
Ch,ILIn 299 
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Chiloe 236, 244-9, 263-73, 275-88, 290, 
2'12, lGI, 3.)9, 355, 381, 398, 07 

Chonch, 281 
o.ono, Ar(hipt'lago 271-9,285,335 
Chnslmas Sound 13 1 
Chunchorllsland 178, 181-2 
Clarence s.-.ths 5 
Clarke, Mr 389. ~9 
(11l~e, Donna C1ar.> 116 
C1arle, W, SI 
(1I\'ae. Com pie de 53, 449 
Omlon, lord E 348 
Clio, H\1S 145 
Cochr .. nE', lord 251,286-7, 34S, 449 
Cocl<bum Channel 2~ 
Cocos (Keriing) Islands, SN Kt'l'bng 

Island 
CoIbum, Henry u . ..... viii 
Co/egoo de 51 Clrlos 193 
Cole-,S .. LeWT)' 426. ~9 
Colin. 313 
Colla 199 
Colon .. del 5KTamienlO 199 
Calp, R, 263 
Comb.lrball 328 
Cl)n~pcton 2~ , 293-J().&, 343, 381 
Conehal\'\' JlS..7, 3J..I 
C01U','w(OO" schooner lSI 
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COOk,CapWln Jame!l 121.124.162,367. 
3n, J82. 442, 446, ,"9 

Cook, J W. 213, 228 
CopiopO xv, 111,)06,320,331. JJ6.-.43, ,.. 
Coquimbo 111.2oU, 306, 324-5,330-2. 

ll6.346 
Corrovildo mouflt~ln (RIO) 65-8 
Coroovado vokano (Chile) 265, 28S 
C",rdiUeras of Ihe Al'ld~ xxii. 166-9, 

179-8(1,211,236-9,245,249--59.265-6, 
300-47,444 

Cordov .. 259 
Corfield, Richard 250,263, JO.l, 324. 449 
Cornwall :55 
ClJf$ilfl (uWSoInd) 9, 12 
Canonda 193. 195 
CO\'in~lon, Syrru; 84,179.191, ]98. 350, 

354, 369, Ol, 449 
Cow~-Cow. River 393 
Cow~r. Mr 58 
Crol., Don &onllo 339 
C ... <:ao 282-5 
Cudieo miuion 288 
C"'~'Sla de Chl>Cilbuco 323 
Culpepp'" bland 364 
Cuvier. Georges 5, 109.449 

Damp~, Wilham 425 
Danil'II, John 118, 4-19 
Dartmoor 7 
DarwIn, CMohne K'·-x\~ii. 61, i2. 109, 

112. 115, 152. 161. 198, 263, 34-1, 352-3, 
)85, 419, «9 

Darwin, Calhenne xv-x,'w.. 117. 140, 
152, 179, 263, 449 

Darwin, Erasmus Akey 1C}.1 I, 117,450 
Darwm, Robert xiii, 450 
Darwin, Susan xvi-xvii, xix. )0;;11_""''', 

4,11 2. 1l7, 152. 160. 450 
OiIrwin Sound 140 
Davie" Mr 389-91,450 
DaVIS, John 145, 450 
~shln, Alex.and .... 60,65-6,68,73, 

'50 
Ot-rwenl RW('r .we,410 
Despoblado \'a~s 320,.HI 
1)t>,.'()fIpoft 3, 11, 71 
Oicbon, Mr ]45, no, 450 
Oieso Rio/fUCez bLl.nds 130, no 
DirKtoon (Rat) island 4]4 
Dixon, S,r Manley 6, 9, 12, 450 
Dog (Doubtful) [,Land 364 
Doughty, Francis 214 
Douglas, Charles 267--6,271,285,450 
Do,· ... 'ton, Sir 2. 428 
Down Hou5(" notebooks xiii-XiV, )(x1", 

25,5), 106, 109, 111, 147, 164, 166, 176, 
179, 182, 271-2, 310, 315, 317, m 

Drake, Francis 214-15,4S0 
Drake's Isl.Jnd 15 
Dring, Mr 432 
Druid, HMS 85-6,88,90,93,112 
Duff, Mr 410 
Dumas, Signor 88, 450 
Dunhcvcd 405 

Eark August", )(x, 4,)8,40,50,5 1-2, 
64-6, n. 75. 79. 84, 88, 152, 207, 384-5, 
J90,450 

El:uador 355 
Edmburgh City 43,51, 129 
Edinburgh Unil'E'1"$ity Xl1, 21, U 
Edwards, Don Joaquin 330-1, <ISO 
Edwards, Don ~ Muia 332-&, 4&1 
Eill\f'O ~ioo~a) Island 368-9,375,418 
Ehubeth Farm 405 
EIiLobeth Island 218,221 
ElJis, Wil!i.1m 37U, 375, 376-8, 450 
Emu Ferry 397-8, 405 
£ndtllt'Our, HMS 122, 367 
Entre Rios provin,e 190, ]94.206 
Ephesus 296 
EqUJtor 4, 21, 37--6, 352,)54,437 
Estacado 313 
Evans, lieu!. 4)2, 450 
Exmoor 7 

Falkland Isl.Jnds xx, 102, 144-9, no, m 
Fallner, ThOm.1S 183, 193, 4SO 
Falmouth 447 
Fllse Bay 426 
FJI5C Cap" Horn 1)2, 143 
Fernando Noronha 39,362 
Figueroa. Covernor 147 
FigUlrPda, Manoel Joaquem d~ 56-8, 

' 50 
Fit~Roy, Captain Robt-n xi-~'ii, 

~ ... ;;-JOrii.i, xxviii, 3, 5-7, 20, 28-9, )4, 
36,)9,48-51,61,64, n, 71, &4-93, 
99-107, 115, 121-5, 127-51, 161-2, 
207-49,263-4,273-60, 295-J0.4. 324-7, 
))0, l.."W, 34), 351. 360-2, 364, 376-9, 
)83,4 12,415-18, 447, <ISO 

Flagstaff Hill (5t Hmna) 430 
F4g 51.i1ff Hill (51 Jago) 28 
Forster, _ Fosler 
Forsyth, Chari ..... 76, &:I, 207, 35]. 450 
Fon of 51 Lucia 257 
F()l;tt'r, Captain HI'Tlf"Y 129, 450 
Fo~, Henry 87-8,451 
Fox, W.D. 27, 451 
Franci~ .. , Donna 152 
Frankland, Mr 409, 451 
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FI'l'ire Serrano, General 336,451 
Frcisc:hutz, Dl>r 122 
Frl'gueria de Tabor,,; (Itaborai) 60 
French HOo1k pass 426 
Freyanet lAluis de 447 
Freyre, SlY Freire Serrano 
Frryrina 335 
Frutez,SiKflOr 92- 3,45] 
Fuegia Basket, ~r Basket, Fuegia 
Fuegians 121-43, ]69--70,222-7,385, 

J98 
Fuentes 32 
Fuentes, Don Juan 156-7,451 
Fury Islands xii, 244 

Ga]apagos Is]ands 106, 351-64, 421 
Gardiner, J, H. 239 
Gau~hos 99-109. 115, 156-9, 166-91, 

204-6, 229-31, 25.3-4, 371 
Gavia mountain 73. 76 
Gay, Claude 260.451 
Gilb@rt Islands xi 
Gill, Mr 321, 451 
Gomez, Signor 266 
Gond, Mr 43 
Gonz,ales, Don Francisco 154-7.451 
Gonl.alez, Mariano 304-44,451 
Good Success Bay 121-7, 144, 221 
Goree Sound 132, 143-4 
Gore, Philip 115-16.451 
Gorriti I,land 162 
Gosling, Mr 52 
Gould, John xx,iii, 212, 359, 45] 
Govetrs Leap 400 
Grand Canary Island 20 
Grant, R.E 21 
Graves. lAlrd 9 
Gr~en mountain 431 
Gren"ine, Mr 112 
Grey, Earl 78.451 
Guanaco Island 211 
Guantajaya mines 345-6 
Guardia del Monte 189---90 
Guas.co 324, 331-2, 334-6 
Gu.\soo Alto 335, 340 
Guassos (Huassos) 25.3-4, 334 
Guayaquil 384, 355 
Guitron 257 

Hain, T. 50 
Hall, Basil 13.303,331- 2, 3J5--{,. 451 
Hamilton. Captain 85 
Hamond, Robert 86,92,112. 114-15, 

117. 128, 159, 451 
Harding, Captain 80 
Hardy, Mr 335-6,451 
Hardy Pen'nsula 143 
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Hare, Mr 41:}-14 
Harris, James 98, 166, In .... , 177-9, 451 
Harris, William Snow 5-6,8,451 
Hassan's Walls 401 
Head, Franas 115, 192, 2fJ7. 259. 306, 

316. 329, 451 
Hellyer, Edward 84, 145-6, 451 
Hens]ow, John Sil'vens xii- xiii, xviii, 

3--4.24,27, 109, Ill, 310, 317, 356, 427, 
451 

Hennit Island 128-9 
Henadura 3J(l 

Herschel, Sir John 24,427,446,451 
High Knoll Hill 427 
Hoare, Rev. 16,451 
Hobart Town 406-10 
Holland, Or Henry X\'ii'_xix 
Holyhead 400 
Hood Island 351.353 
Hood, Thomas 206, 451 
Homillos 317 
Horsburgh Island 417 
Hoste Island 227 
Hollentots 424-5 
Huafo Island 2S5 
Huapilenou 265 
Huarez 321 
Huasco, Set Guas.co 
Humboldt, AleX<lnder von xvi, 18, 20, 

23-4, 34, 42, 48, 55, 67, 71), n, 269, 288, 
306,443,447,452 

lIde/onw Rocks 130 
IIha da Rau 80 
JIIarel 327 
Imperial 289 
India 450. 423 
Ingctado 55 
]quique xiv, 315, J.W-6 
I,la Espa"ola. _ Hood Island 
Isla FernJndina, s« Narborough Island 
Isla Rorena, _ Charles Island 
Isla lsabela, S« Albemarle Island 
Isla Pinta, S« Abmgdon Island 
Isla San Cristoo..l, s« Chatham Island 
Isla Santiago, Set James Island 
Ithacaia 53 

Jajuel mines 255, 257 
James Island 356 
Java 416 
Jemmy Button, Set Button, Jemmy 
Jenkins, Mr 7 
Jenyns, Leonard xii 
John~n, Charles 60, 84, 108, Nl. 452 
Jolquera 3J9 
Joof'S, Boy 71 
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Juan Fem~ndez Is"'nd 278 

Katers Pe.lk 126 
Kreling Island "ix, ~U ... 19 
Kent. William 207,452 
King George's Sound 411)...1) 
KinJ\. Ptullp Gidley 5,9-10, 14, 31, 44 , 

46,52,63,71. 75, 34, 107, 110, ]59, 
280-6, 326, lSJ, 358, 408, 452 

King. Captaon P. P. )(l),-),X, )o'Vlil. 5, 
9--10. 162. 268. 339, 405, 408, 452 

Kirby, William 402-3, 452 
Korordrika 383-5, J90 
Kotzbehue. Otto \'on 37&-8. 452 
Krusenst~m. Admi.al 364-5 

I~ Coqullk corvette 421 
laMn Muiea 53 
Lagargitas volcano 28S 
Lagos Argentino. ViC'dma and San 

Martin 2)9 

Laguna del PO\r<'r<.l 153-4, 159 
I.Jl L1rim' $(:hooner 110. 119. 148, 163 
Lando 83y 218 
Landset'r. T, ~", 38, 123, 136. 142, 

216--17,232,2).1,236--7,242,268,374 
I.Jl p~z !;Chaon". liD, 119, 149 
La Pouce mountain 411 
Las Amolanas 339-40 
1....1. Animas pass 318 
Las Conchas 196 
u s Mon"," 155-7. 158 
Las Pietrols 118 
Las Vacas 201 
Lavdlleja. Ju~n 92. 452 
Lawrie, Mr 52. 56, 452 
Liwson, NlchoL~s 355-6,361,452 
Layl..., bland 272 
le IMy, CapMm 149,279,452 
~muy Island 266.270-1. 302 
I...mnon. Patrick 52. SIl-9. ~. 01,52 
Lenno~ Island 133 
Les~n. RenE 0121,431,452 
Liesk.Mr 413-15, 452 
Lima 116,266.321, 334. 347-51. 378 
Limache 324 
Linguen 30J 
Lizard POInt 15 
LLoyd, Capl~ln 42 1-2. 452 
LoOOs Island 84 
Lockier. Captain 5 
lockyer'S Line 4();1 
lomas Range 219 
wndon Island 228 
LongOlomo 325 
longwood 430 
wpez. Go .... ·rnor 194, 452 

Indf!x 

lO$ Homos mlnl'S 327 
lOll mountain US 
wwes H.trbour 27Q, 2S4-S 
WW (Tuamotu) Islands 364--5,378. 413 
Low, William 148, 224,244, 267, 452 
Lumb, Edward 191,452 
L'Unmlt diKO"ery ~hlp 146 
Lu""n 191,313-16 
Lyell, Charll'S 27, In, 2..50. 312, 33\-2. 

452 
Lynl packet 34 

Macarthur. james 405, 452 
McConmck. Robert 26,28,60-1, 452 
MadeJr, Thoma:;; 427, 452 
Macquane Rin'" 4();1 
Madagascar 420, 422 
Madena 7, 15, 1S-19, 27. 249 
Madno de Oio:s (Rio Bonilo) 60 
Madrid 109 
Matr xui. )(\~, 3, lIS, 447 
Magdalen Channel 243 
Magellan, Ferdinand 21,,""15,453 
Milgill isiands XI; 

Mal;;a y;;an5 41"""16 
Maldonado X\'I, 801. 149. 151-62. 190. 

288 
Malthu5, Thomas R. 224 
Mamnas )39 
Mdndctioo 54-5 
Mdnrongo 342 
Marsden. Mr 363 
Milrte"', Conrad ll, 25, 52, 123, '1JJl-9, 

213, 216-20, 225. 228. 232. 234--8. 
242--1, 246-8, 250, 26.3, 374, 400, 453 

Martin. john 41, 453 
Matavai 365, 375-8 
Matta. Dun Eugenio 339 
Matthew~, Mr 392 
Matthews, RKhard 7,84, 132-3. 138. 

141. 143, 453 
Maunlius (ble of Frum~) )('I·ii.419-23 
May. jonathan 84, 149. 453 
Maypo Ri"cr 305 
Mellersh. Arthur 84, 110. 453 
Mellersh, H. E. L. XXI, xxiv 
Mendoza )'IV. 114, m, 30+-18 
Mt'ndo;ea, Luis de 214 
Ml'rcrocs 202, 2Q.I---5 
Mexico 116 
Millbrook 5, 8 
Milton. John III 
Miranda. Commandan te In-8, 453 
M15sionl'5 provmce 1% 
Mocha Island 293-5 
Monte Christo 214 
Monte Hermoso 106-10, 176 
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Monte Video ~,lJ8-9.I. 102. 112, 
117_18. 146-7. 149. 159-61, 165, 198, 
2m 

Moorehead, Alan »i. XXlV 

Morante, Signor 154, 157 
Morgan, Able Se~man 71 
Morm de 51 Martha 82 
Mount Brazil 438 
Mount Darwin loW,225 
Mount Edgecombe &-9, II, 13 
Mount Samu.mto loW, 21&-20, 225, 

24]-01 
Mount Tam 219 
Mount, The 85,92-4, 117-]8, 1.59, 207 
Mount Victoria 40), 40S 
Mount Wellington 406--'1 
Murr~y, Hallam 63 
MUmlY, John 10(, xxvii" 63 
Murray, M. 134 
Murray Narmw xi. 1)5, 227 
MuSIt'l'S, Charles ~. 12, 25, 33, 71-2, 

76,86,453 

Napoleon', Tomb 427,430 
Narborough Island 357 
Narbroug.h. Sir John 244, 453 
Nassau B.ay 119 
Natal 422 
Navarin Island 143,224 
Navedad 262 
Nepean River )98-9 
Neptune 4.21.36-7 
New Norfolk 410 
New South Wales 6, 3&1, 395-408, 424 
Newton. Sir Isaac 223 
New Zealand 380--95 
Niebl.a fort 291 
Nixon, Mt 260-1 
Northern Island 419 
North Wales xii. 4, 97 
NOSSII Senhora da Penha n 
Nott. Mr 376, 453 

O'Higgins. Don Ambrosio and 
Bernardo 336, 4'>3 

Ojos del Agua 322 
Olinda 435 
ON! (Ohens nwn) W 
Orange Bay 143 
Organ mountains 67 
Osomo volcano 2474\, 265, 280 
Otaheile. sa Tahiti 
o. .. al~ 328 
Owen, Richard »vjji, 106. 109,214. 45J 

Paarl 425 
Pablo, Oon 174 

Indrx 

Paget, Caplam 43, 45, 112, 453 
Pahia 381.)93 
P"Ia('t> of 5t Christophe 50-1, 72 
P~lma, Don 5;tlvador 303 
Palmyril 296 
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Pampa! 95, 100, 109, 116, 168. 177,313. ... 
Panama 15thmus 421 
Pan de Azucar 159 
Panuncillo mines 328, 3JO 
Papaw .. 375 
Papeloa] 374 
Papiet.. 376. 379 
P~pow 339 
Pa.amaUa 3'fl. 405 
Parry, Mr 85.92, 112, 118. 45J 
PalagOI\C5 163-5, 169 
Patagoni. xiv, 81, 86, 97, lo.l. 107, lSI , 

163--91,208-21,231-42. 247, 288. 312, 
336-7, 395, 444 

r .. tagorl1an Imbans 100-4,165--91, 
217-21,2324\ 

Paypote 342 
Pearo(l<. G«>rge xii-~iJl, 3, 453 
Peckeu I larbour 218 
Pedro, Don 282-5, 453 
Pedro I, Dam. 43, 4)8, '53 
Pem.1mburo (Reofe) ~ 
Peru 315,341-51. 355 
Petorc~ 252 
Pimiento, Don Sebastian de 158--9, 453 
Pinchero, Signor 258 
Pisagua 344 
PIlton Rock 19 
Pt..lill~ 32S 
Plymouth 3-17,21,76, 117, 436, 447 
Point N~ga 19 
Point Piedras 94 
Point Venus 365-7,369 
Polynesia 364-5 
Pomare, Queen 373-80, 453 
Pon!lOnby. Lord 171,0153 
Pon!lOnby Sound 133, 135-7. 14 1. 143, 
~7,24[ 

Port Darwin 230 
Port Desire 119,127,208-13,235,275. 

m 
Port Famine 162,209, 21S-19, 24()..3 
Port Jackson 39S 
Pori Loui) (Falklands) 144-8, 228 
Port Louis (Maun\!u5) 419-22 
Porto rr .. y.. 22, 27. 29-30. 166. 437 
Port Refuge 278 
Port SI Antonio 151 
Port 5t Julian 212-15 
Port 51 Policarpo 121 
Portillo P~ss 31)1...9, 318, 320 
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PornIl'I cm~ 121 ""' ........ -. .. 
rotrffO 5Ko m. l40 
rr .... Cnn<k ~2-3. 60 
..... ~lI .t3II 
""'*'" JCIIooMf 161 
~. M, ;-S,;'9,,,'" 
I"nce. Goriottl 75 
~.~ 75.77 
!'nor. r A 40, HI! 
i"ntch.ard. Mr J7/>, 37'9-«1, 4Soa 
Pru!.pt'rot.I5 lI.Iy 4)0 
rum,,, del Inc. 319-20 
I'twrtO Iklgrllno 109 
l'unit~u .. mll'''" 328 
!\ant. Alta 101>-7, I~IO. 115-8 
!'unto AI"t'OV 2i!O. ZII6 
1\llu. Gord.o 1%. 2(11, 320. 341 
run ... IIu.ant.unO 2M 
Pun ... Hu«hU(1K'\l¥ 2S6 
[\jnUo M 51: FrrNnOO 196 
"'nu Tmuy 21!0 
Puoq\M.'nft Moul1t.;llU'lt .1011,310 
,.",...,HMS 1"'19 

Qu.o.,II~nd 24· 'll 
Quft1l oIr.h,ti, In rOlNn' 
QW!IIIda, G.Up,H 214 
QuUimilr 325 
QwUot.o 251-4 325 . .)..\3,340 
Qu,/rnn 191 
QwnchMt Island lbO."$ 
Qumif'fU 251 
QtnnqUlRlI bLond m. 298, J02 
Qtuto 1"6 

R.l5\'too trft ¥-7.:!85 
R.onw HNd 14 
Ran.c.lgwo 258, 2b2. :l25 
Ill,..., Khoonet 149 
Roll l!>Ynd 85. till. 91. 93 
1W".w~ 1M 
~ ... , tn'nh.im 160 
~nn..:, John S, 4')01 
Rmou •. Herr 2101 
Rllxn Grandfo 29 
RIO Amnagwl 124 5 
RIO "rftO~ 192 
Roo Anwo d.-I "-INK) 192 
RIo C.dwopwil 2!iI! 
RIO Gondonn 199 
RIo CaraV.loN (!>a~1Bo1 19) 
RIO ClwVt~ \).1 
RIO Chupilt 221 
Roo Claro 2!i9 
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IUo CoIoQdo 11i6-n. 177. 17')..81 . 191. 
206,211 liS 
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100 Copulpo 341 
RIO Dq\M.' U2...J 
RIo C ... ndfo 157 
1Uo" ~Mlro .f9...8). 86. tiS. 162. 231 
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RIo Lw.&n 191, 315 
RIo M.>caf 52, 56, 6l. b9 
Rio ~1xu<'U 64, 71-2 
RIo ~i.I"""I1IAoJ. 157 
Roo Morw 19) 
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202", 
RIO N"WO (p.t.Iogoru.) .. , . 81. 99. 

102-.3. 101. 110. 119. 147-50. I~. 
172., 1111. 181. 218. 25/1. 272 

RIo Onnoco 93 
RIo r"bon 192 
RIo P"rlIpoIY 158 
RIo r.-nN 1'12~. 201 
Roo Pf'tlhdo 204 
Roof'LIt" 1l'.IIB.94 Hl2.IIO.II~.111. 

145. 1.f7. 154)....1. I~. Ibl. 200. 206 
JUo Po&.lICU IS7 
RIo R.prI 262 
Roo Run.: l47 
Rio RM",,;U 199 
Rl<,) 5t Fr~natoro 1511 
RloSt Lua. 117.198-9 
RIo SolMiu IWI 
RIo SIn Jc-I 199 
RIo Sin'" CI\I.Z _>.Ii. 231-9. 312. 3J6 
RiuSl\Kt' 18h}. 190. 211. 315 
Roo T"p"I5'-"'" 189 
RIo TIp" 157 
IWT~ 262 
RIo UOIPy IWI. 194. 1%. 199-201 
Roo d" LIs VICU 3UI-19 
Roo d .. 1 Val'" d" y"", 106 
RIo !XI Vuk"n JOIi 
Rl"t'!" x.'t'!"f\ 165. Ibl'- 203 
Rl"otr" NUI~ 422 
~rt •. \.1 . (of Drl C"rmf'n) 102 
Robi!rt1. M. (01 iUo) '70 
Roc"". Antuooo cia 7b. 4504 
RoIor. GtMQI 197.40;.4 
RD$,a,. Gt'nrr.tl 166. 1b9-n. 1704. 180-2. 

1Sf!. 190. 197-8. 206. 259. 454 
RoM. C&ptllII .f14-10' ...... 
Rt.5. C__ r:' 4504 
Rous. M. "NT-9 . .f504 
Ro.a5UI. BlroI"\ .fII. 4 .... 
Roo.·!t'lt. C"..e\lr"Jijt' 29.12.41. 8-1. 99. IOJ. 

101. 17'9. 218. 220. 244-~. 0454 
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Rozario 190, 192-3, 196 
Rugendu, J. M. 53, 324. 454 

51 Bias Boiy 102. 110. 118-19 
51 Cathen nes province 3J9 
51 Domingo 32--3 
51 Elmo's fiR' 83, 152 
51 Fe Bajada (Parana) I(j,'. 182, 194 
51 Fe provmce 192 
51 G~gory Bay 217,22 1. 240 
51 Helena 427-32 
St J1.80 (Cape Verde Islands) 22-301.71, 

236,437 
51 J"'80 (a Gaucho) 229 
St Jag<) (Santlago, Ch,k» 256-7, 'lKl, 

299, 3(1.1....5. 318, 323 
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St Lucia ForlrHS 90 
St Martm's Co ... e )92 
SI Mary Island 298 
St Matth1ol.S Bay 151 
SI MIChael's Island -&41 
51 Nicholu 192, 196 
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On 17th DecemberIS]J, IIMS BM/lltseioul from Plymouth 
under Ihe command ofCapuin Robert FittRoy on a ~ 

thall;u;~ nearly 5 years. The purpose of the uip was 10 

complete" 5urvcyofthe southern C035I3 ofSoum America, 

and afi:etw.lrds rocircumnavigale the globe, The ship's 11"'1-
oglSt and naNI':lJiUw.l5 Charles DalWin, DoiIWIn kep( a diary 
throughout the voyage in which he recorded his daily activi. 
ties, nO( onlyon board the ship but also during the 

5~rallongjoumcys thai he made on horseback in 

Paugonia and Chile. llis mtries rrll the storyofoneofthe 
most imporuntscientific joumC')"S ~r made, narl'2ted 

with matchless immediacy and vivid descnplivenew, lie 

5ub~uently used about halfofthis diary, togetherwith 
matetill wen from his scientific notes. as the b;ui. fOr 
the f.lmous ~ccount of of the voyage of the Bflllit that 

he published ~s Volume] of the NarratllJr ofthr Sun'tylllS 
VaYIIB(S of His MaJ(SIy'~ S~lpsA4l1t11rurta~d IINslt, 

Thi~ edition of the diary has been In'i~d according to 

modern standards oftr:tllscription, with comprehensive 
footnotes relating diary entries to the highlighl3 of tile 

gcological and wologic:.l1 obsclVations that DalWin 

rccorded in his field nOlebooks. Maps, engravings and 
diagrams lakcn from Volumes I and 1 oflhe NQrratlvt 
ha\tC' been included to furmerenrich the entries. 

RICHARD I)ARwL N KEYNES is Emerirus ProfC5llorof 

Pbysiologyat the University of Cambridge. and felJow 

of Churchill ColI~, Cambridge. In panllel with ranrch 
and teaching on phYMology and biophysia;, he has a 
long.st:.mding inrrTe5{ in Ihnuyage of the Broslr, and 

hauJso edited TIlr Bra/llt Rtrard (1979) and OJafJ(S LlcInIIIn'l 
ZaoI"9Y NlIIlfand Sprnmm limftom lilt H. M S. &ask (1000). 

From tnt TnlltwS: 

1I record ofhJ~ immed~te Ittlings, the 5CJ:l ·jicknesa,lhe 
triumphs of his pallloonwlogical finds, close sh;tves with 
General Rosas and mliitaryllctivity in Pat:lgonia, drinkm, 

matt' and smoking cigarilloes with the G;tucho, the ltan 
glmering over the Andes .. . vivid and e~pressi\tC' .• ' 

Jand Brownt 
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