· the two most popular cholesterol-lowering drugs (Lipitor and Mevacor) now sell about $10 billion per years in the US alone!  (These drugs lower cholesterol, but don't prevent death from heart disease.)  Click here for the story on the failure of cholesterol lowering drugs.
  

· [image: image1.png]


The next step, for those who "refused" to get on the proper diet (which wouldn't work anyway) or refused to swallow their Lipitor, was and is bypass surgery.  Bypass surgery has been the surgical procedure earning the most money of all surgical procedures.  Many billions of dollars every year are spent for bypass.  Bypass, of course, is a very foolish answer to the problem -- it is expensive, harmful to the individual, and doesn't provide very long-lasting relief.  I've written quite a bit about the failures of bypass surgery. Click here for one article, and HERE for another. 

Before you would be "allowed" to have bypass surgery, the doctor would insist that you receive some sort of measurement of the blockage in your arteries.  There are several possible means of testing for blockage.  The "blockage" is generally referred to by the doctors as "plaque." Thus, we are now ready to look for measuring devices for "plaque." 

Generally, no matter what OTHER measurement technique is used, the doctors insist on the angiogram -- where a tube is inserted in your groin, into a vein, and then shoved up through that vein, to get close to your heart -- at that point some dye in the tube is released and the dye makes it possible to "SEE" the difference between the plaque and the blood channel -- they doctor can also pinpoint the exact location for possible bypass surgery.  When the person gets the angiogram, whether they are told or not, they have signed a consent form -- if the angiogram causes a heart attack during the process (which happens fairly often) they already have your consent to do the immediate bypass surgery. 

Before you get the angiogram, however, depending on what hospital the doctor is connected to, he will probably order you to get an "MRI." 

One of the very popular measuring devices is called the "MRI," or the "Magnetic Resonance Imaging" device.  So, how is it able to detect and measure plaque?
