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Pustules

A collection of neutrophils (often indicating infection) situated in the hair follicle (acne and folliculitis) or just below the stratum corneum (impetigo and Candidiasis). Sometimes presents solely as comedoes, papules, or crust. 

· Acne vulgaris
· Acne rosacea
· Folliculitis
· Impetigo
· Candidiasis
· Rare Causes of Pustules

1. Bacterial sepsis: few pustules, purpuric, often accompanying fever.

a.
Gonococcemia: distal distribution of purpuric pustules, fever, arthralgias and/or arthritis, 

  
and tenosynovitis

b. Staphylococcal septicemia: usually secondary to other clinical insults (trauma, burns, 

immunodeficiencies), fever, changes in mental status, tachycardia, tachypnea, 

hypotension, other skin signs (erythema, Petechiae, ecthyma, gangrenosum, embolic

lesions)

2. Other Fungal infections

a. Dermatophytes: kerions are fungal infections, frequently of the scalp, that appear as an 


indurated boggy inflammatory plaque studded with pustules

b. Blastomycosis: systemic, rare skin pustules

3. Pustular psoriasis: can be limited to the palms and soles, superimposed on psoriatic plaques or generalized with multiple pustules on large areas of skin

4. Drug reactions: i.e. Halogens, iodides, bromides, and halogenated compounds (see also acne vulgaris)

