Drugs / Side effects:
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Last year, some 770,000 people were killed or injured in hospitals alone due to Adverse Drug Events (ADE's). This number does not reflect those caused via physician's offices and clinics.

Studies show 26.5% of all patients experience an allergic reaction from prescribed medications. Adverse Drug Events (ADE's) range in severity from gastrointestinal problems to cardiac arrest and can be devastating in some cases with death as the end result.

Adverse Drug Events (ADEs) result in more than 770,000 injuries and deaths each year and the Journal of the American Medical Association reported that 100,000 Americans die annually of adverse reactions to prescription drugs. 



In another recent article, there was an estimated 34 fold discrepancy in the number of deaths attributed to adverse drug events in the United States. 



The FDA's Office of Drug Risk Assessment calculates only 1% of ADEs are reported. 



Studies show that 26.5% of all patients experience an allergic reaction from prescribed medication

.7% of ADEs caused permanent disability - This study estimated that 9.7 percent of ADEs caused permanent disability

Treating ADEs has topped $5 billion - This estimate does not include ADEs causing admissions, malpractice and litigation costs, or the costs of injuries to patients. Further, recent figures from the FDA have suggested cost from $20 to 75 billion. - Bates DW, Spell N, Cullen DJ, et al. "The costs of adverse drug events in hospitalized patients." JAMA 1997;277(4):307-11.



ADE Lawsuits are rapidly increasing - With deaths and injuries on the rise, the medical malpractice segment of the legal community has caught the scent of blood in the water. Further, easily affordable clinical systems are just as available to them as to the medical community. It has become a new type of arms race.

Statins linked to polyneuropathy - The cholesterol-lowering drug class the 'statins' (including Pravachol, Lipitor, Baycol, etc.) are usually thought of in terms of their causing rhabdomyolysis, a disruption of muscle membranes that results in kidney failure and death, as the most significant side effect requiring vigilance.  But evidence has been accruing over the past years that they may cause polyneuropathy - a degeneration of peripheral nerves resulting in loss of tactile sensation, motor control, and other symptoms.  A major meta-review published in Arch Int Medicine shows compelling data that statins in general all can cause this syndrome.
The deployment of medications today is in dire need of improvement.  Use of pharmaceuticals is the fifth leading cause of death in the USA. Australia and New Zealand.  Public trust in medicine is eroding as marketed pharmaceuticals are frequently recalled, and then it is only when the harm is of catastrophic proportions.  

Corporate America is undergoing a crisis of ethical violations at the highest levels.  
The promises of major innovations stemming from new technologies - molecular biology, combinatorial chemistry, high throughput screening - have gone largely unfulfilled.  The 'blockbuster' drugs are market leaders mostly because of bold new 'direct to consumer' advertising - advertising that effectively removes the learned intermediary defense for pharmaceutical liability.
