State Laws and OSHA Guidelines

I. THE LAW RELATING TO NATUROPATHY

A. Order your own Washington State Law from ND program manager: Holly Rawnsley in Olympia (360) 236-4941: last updated 2000

B. Order other state’s laws through AANP website: www.allianceworkbook.com
1. AK: “ a person who practices naturopathy may NOT engage in surgery

2. AZ: “ Practice of NM means a medical system of dx and tx the human mind and body including by natural means, drugless methods, NONSURGICAL methods and devices…”

3. CT: not specifically addressed

4. HI: unknown

5. Maine: “A naturopathic doctor may not: perform surgical procedures except those authorized by this chapter;…..a naturopathic doctor may use physical examinations for diagnostic purposes including phlebotomy, clinical laboratory tests, speculum examinations and physiological function tests excluding all endoscopies and physiological function tests requiring infusion, injection, inhalation or ingestion of medication to perform tests.  AND may order U/S, X-ray and ECG test but …must refer for interpretation…”

6. MT: “Minor surgery means the use of: operative, electrical, or other methods for the surgical repair and care incidental to superficial lacerations and abrasions, superficial lesions, and the removal of foreign bodies located in the superficial tissues; and antiseptics and local anesthetics in connection with the methods.”…”Minor surgery does not include general or spinal anesthetics, major surgery, surgery of the body cavities, or specialized surgeries, such as plastic surgery, surgery involving the eyes, or surgery involving tendons, ligaments, nerves, or blood vessels.”

7. NH: “Minor office procedures means care incident to superficial lacerations and abrasions, and the removal of foreign bodies located in the superficial”…”Doctors of naturopathic medicine shall not: perform surgical procedures”

8. UT: “minor office procedures means the use of operative, electrical, or other methods for repair and care of superficial lacerations, abrasions, and benign lesions; removal of foreign bodies located in the superficial tissues, excluding the eye or ear; and the use of antiseptics and local anesthetics in connection with minor office surgical procedures”….” Minor office procedures does not include: general or spinal anesthesia, office procedures more complicated or extensive than those set forth above, procedures involving the eye, or any office procedure involving tendons, nerves, veins, or arteries.”

9. VT: “topical medicine means topical analgesics, anesthetics, antiseptics, scabicides, antifungals and antibacterials”…”a naturopath shall not perform surgical procedures”
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