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Gastrointestinal Tract Conditions in Pediatrics

Acute Abdomen
Appendicitis
Meckel’s Diverticulum
Intussusception
Colic
Acute abdomen:  pain starts first


DDx:  gas, constipation, ulcer, UTI, Kidney infection, enteritis


Workup:  CRP > 5 @ 72 hrs.



KUB= kidney, urinary bladder x ray

Appendicitis:  US is 90% accurate

Meckels Diverticulum:  bright red blood, Meckel’s torsion needs to be worked up fast as can cause necrosis in hours

Intussusception:  currant jelly stool, mucous and blood

Etiologies that Mimic Acute Abdomen:

Gastroenteritis:  

· Nausea and vomiting followed by GI pain.  Headache, fever with chills early in the course favors a viral etiology.

Urinary Tract infection:  fever and chills occur, however this is an unusual etiology in young children.

Mesenteric adenitis:  accounts for 10% of surgical abdomens for appendicitis.  Adenovirus infection that presents with fever, abdominal pain and 


mimics appendicitis

