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Uterine Motility Enhancing Drugs

Oxytocin

	Drug
	Dose
	Action
	Indication
	Contraindication
	Adverse Effects
	Interactions

	Oxytocin

Pitocin
	IV: 

10 mU/ml

(1 ml in 

1 L 0.9% NaCl, lactated Ringer’s or 5% dextrose); 

20 mU/ml for post-partum hemor-rhage
	stimulates rhythmic uterine muscle contraction
	labor induction or augmentation,  postpartum hemorrhage, uterine inversion
	uterine hyperactiv-ity, fetal distress
	tetanic uterine contractions (large doses), HTN, tachycardia, arrhy-thmia
	vasoconstrictors, cyclopropane anesthesthesia


Ergot Alkaloids

	Drug
	Dose
	Action
	Indication
	Contraindication
	Adverse Effects
	Interactions

	methylergo-novine

Methergine
	0.2 mg IM or 

0.2 mg po q 6 hr x 48 hr
	stimulates constant  muscle uterine contraction, compressing vessel walls
	postpartum hemor-rhage, uterine inversion, angina Dx
	antepartum, CVD:  angina, MI, CVA, TIA, HTN, CAD, pre/eclampsia, occlusive peripheral vascular disease
	tetanic uterine contractions, bradycardia, MI coronary/peripher-al vasospasm, cardiac arrest, ventricular arrhyth-mias, dyspnea 
	anesthetics, other ergot alkaloids, nicotine, nitro-glycerin, vasocon-strictors


