Nursing Home Or Garden Of Eden?

USA - Miami, Fl. - Close you eyes in the hallway of the Perdue Medical

Center in Miami and you might think you just stepped into a tropical rain forest. The chirping and warbling of birds are a part of an innovative new approach to therapy called "Edinization."  Perdue is one of scores of medical centers and nursing homes around the country to adopt this novel approach to patient care developed by Dr. William Thomas, a Harvard-educated physician who contends that the answer to the healthcare problems of young and old lies not in drugs & knives, but in the "edenization" of the patients environment.

"I've seen them come alive and sparkle again, and I've seen their faces light up... There is no way you can get that out of a pill bottle," says Thomas.

And the statistics back up his theory.  Within two years the death rate

dropped 25 percent at the first nursing home where he introduced the concept.

"People were living longer," he says. "...they had a reason to live. They had gotten hooked on living again."  More than 100 facilities nationwide are now using the idea, and health care workers say that, while pets and plants and children are not a cure-all, they are proving to be a tremendous stimulant. Even for the most difficult cases.

>-----------------------

