VITILIGO, 
Vitiligo is a fairly common skin condition, occurring to some extent in about one percent of the population. It often begins in adolescence or young adulthood, and there is some inherited basis for it, although the exact form of inheritance is not clear. 

The condition occurs because of a loss of melanocytes, the cells in the skin that contain color pigment. For many years, the cause of this condition was unknown, but recent research has demonstrated the presence of antibodies against the pigment cells circulating in the blood. It is now considered to be one of the autoimmune diseases, which are caused by the production of antibodies against our own body's cells or tissues. Several other autoantibodies are frequently found circulating in people with vitiligo, and as might be expected, other autoimmune diseases are more common in people with vitiligo than in the general population. These include Graves' disease or hyperthyroidism; Addison's disease, caused by autoimmune destruction of the adrenal glands; and pernicious anemia, caused by autoimmune destruction of the cells in the stomach that produce intrinsic factor, thereby leading to anemia because of the inability to absorb vitamin B12. 

