DOCTORS' STRIKE IN ISRAEL MAY 

BE GOOD FOR HEALTH
Judy Siegel-Itzkovich, Israel Sun, Jerusalem

“Industrial action by doctors in Israel seems to be good for their patients’ health. Death rates have dropped considerably in most of the country since physicians in public hospitals implemented a program of sanctions three months ago, according to a survey of burial societies. . . .

“In the absence of official figures, the Jerusalem Post surveyed non-profit making Jewish burial societies, which perform funerals for the vast majority of Israelis, to find out whether the industrial action was affecting deaths in the country.

“’The number of funerals we have performed has fallen drastically,’ said Hananya Shahor, the veteran director of Jerusalem’s Kehilat Yerushalayim burial society. ‘This month, there were only 93 funerals compared with 153 in May 1999, 133 in the same month in 1998, and 139 in May 1997. .

. .”

(Editor’s note: This doctors’ strike in Israel is only the latest in a long string of doctor strikes in various countries of the world, including the United States. In every instance of a doctors’ strike, death rates have fallen dramatically during the strike, sometimes by as much as 50%, only to rise after the strike ended.)

The author is Dr. Barbara Starfield of the Johns

Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health and she 
desribes how the US health care system may 
contribute to poor health.

Doctors Are The Third Leading Cause of

Death in the US, Causing 250,000 Deaths

Every Year

This week’s issue of the Journal of the American 
Medical Association (JAMA) is the best article I have 
ever seen written in the published literature 
documenting the tragedy of the traditional medical 
paradigm.

ALL THESE ARE DEATHS PER YEAR:

12,000 -----unnecessary surgery 8 

7,000 -----medication errors in hospitals 9 

20,000 ----other errors in hospitals 10 

80,000 ----infections in hospitals 10 

106,000 ---non-error, negative effects of drugs 2 

These total to 250,000 deaths per year from 
iatrogenic causes!!

What does the word iatrogenic mean? This term is 
defined as induced in a patient by a physician’s 
activity, manner, or therapy. Used especially of a 
complication of treatment.

