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INTRODUCTION TO THE 
TRANSACTION EDITION 

Seven years have passed since this book appeared with the title 
Religious Healing in the Veda, as part of the Transactions of the 
American Philosophical Society, vol. 75, part 7. The monograph 

received good, sometimes excellent, reviews, and is now out of print. 
On the whole, I was very pleased with the work, and especially with the 
beautiful text produced by the American Philosophical Society, which is 
here reproduced. My only regret is that it remains largely unknown by 
many who would find it interesting and important to their own work. 
Fortunately, this reprinted edition will now have an opportunity of 
coming to the notice of those who previously missed it and who might 
well fmd it useful and informative. 

Although my studies have moved me into later time frames and literary 
genres in order to fill in the gap between Vedic and classical ayurvedic 
medicine, and more recently even into the related tradition of 
Kima5astra, I have occasionally returned to the Veda when new ideas and 
insights arose. Anyone who has embarked upon a study ofthe Veda can 
testify that it is a vast and fascinating subject that constantly beckons one 
to plunge ever deeper into its texts in an attempt to unlock certain 
mysteries of the archaic mind. It is a lifelong pursuit in which I shall 
always be engaged, reading and rereading the enigmatic and often clever 
hymns of the .f.!.gveda and Atharvaveda. 

Although the fundamental aspects of what for lack of a better descrip-
tion is called Vedic medicine are contained in the present monograph, 
there remain several points requiring further exploration. One important 
part of this healing tradition, only briefly mentioned in this work, is Vedic 
toxicology. Several hymns of the Atharvaveda and a few of the Q.gveda 
concern themselves with poisoning, usually caused by animals, and with 
the remedies for it. It is almost certain that India's long and renowned 
tradition of toxicology derives from a basic knowledge of poisons and 
poisonous animals found in the Veda. I have collected and examined the 
relevant hymns and passages from the early texts and hope to publish the 
results of my study in the near future. 

My subsequent research and investigation have taken me to time 
periods not covered by the material in this book and have provided 
certain fresh ideas and a radically different interpretation of the origins 
of the ayurvedic system of healing. It might therefore be useful to outline 
here the development of the Indian healing arts from Vedic medicine to 
classical ayurveda, based on my more recent studies. 

A distinctive part of Vedic medicine is its pharmacopoeia, especially 
its rich description and knowledge of the local flora. This botanical 
wisdom occurs largely in the hymns of theAtharvaveda and is connected 
to a tradition of healing plant goddesses. The hymns of the Q.gveda reveal 
less of a familiarity with indigenous plant life, and what is found there 

ix 



X REUGIOUS MEDICINE 

relates principally to a tradition of a male plant divinity. A homologization 
of these two botanical traditions is reflected in the mythological connec-
tions between the principal plant deities mentioned in each text, and 
occurs in mythical parts of the Atharvavedic medical hymns. Here are 
found myths of both the healing plant god K~tha, the remedy par 
excellence for fever (takman) and generally identified with the aromatic 
costus, native of Kashmir and known to have been an important export 
from India in the spice trade, and the healing plant goddess Arundhati, 
used in the treatment of fractures and wounds, and identified among 
others with lak~a, the Sanskrit term for the resinous "lac." The mythology 
ofK~tha links him closely with both the ~edic plant Soma, important 
among the sacrificial cults, and the Atharvavedic Arundhati, significant 
among the healing cults. He is called Soma's brother and, like Soma, is 
known to have grown high in the Himavant Mountains, the birthplace of 
eagles, the third heaven from earth and the seat of the gods. likewise, 
several of the epithets associated with K~!ha are identical to those given 
to Arundhau--;- that is perennial, life giving, and harmless. K~tlta's myth-
ological link with Soma and his name-association with Arundhati imply a 
conscious effort to homologize a :Rgvedic botanical tradition dominated 
by a male plant divinity with a medical-botanical tradition of plant 
goddesses particular to the Atharvaveda. 1 This assimilation of useful 
(and thereby powerful) botanical knowledge concurs with the medical 
intellectuals' general tendency to appropriate wisdom that could render 
their healing rituals more efficacious. Further investigations of mytholog-
ical traditions of plant divinities in the ~veda and Atharvaveda could 
reveal interesting aspects of the homologization of religious ideas and 
help isolate elements of indigenous beliefs in ancient India. 

Vedic medicine's dominant appeal to and reflection of popular beliefs 
has led to more profound comparisons between Vedic medicine and 
Indo-European healing traditions. Using Georg Dumezil's tripartite divi-
sion of ancient Indo-European society as a convenient framework, it is 
clear that Vedic medicine, along with most of the healing traditions of 
Indo-European antiquity, was most appropriately a function of the third 
social order. The ideology and activities of this third estate were usually 
maintained by members of peasant communities and reflected the 
society's popular or folk culture. Vedic medicine's agrarian-oriented 
knowledge of the local flora tends to link it to an agrarian oriented group 
of people, and its use of magical rituals, amulets, and incantations reflects 
fundamental folk beliefs. Literature of the third order has traditionally 
been in the form of folklore, often transmitted orally from generation to 
generation. In many Indo-European cultures, folk literature preserves the 
peoples' medical knowledge in the form of folk medicine and home 
remedies. Being produced by learned men of the third order, the healing· 
hymns of the Atharvaveda, therefore, reveal one of the earliest forms of 

See K.O. Zysk, Asc~ticism and healing in anci~nt India (New York and Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 1991), 17-19. 
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folk healing of Indo-European antiquity, and offer an excellent example 
of ancient folk literature.2 

Although a highly specialized intellectual tradition of the third social 
level, Vedic medicine reflects a homologization of knowledge from other 
levels of the society, most significantly the order of priests whose words 
and actions were thought to bring them in direct contact with the greater 
cosmic forces. The healers also required knowledge of the means to 
control the natural forces in order to set right what had gone wrong. 
Combining their expertise in the manipulation of the spirit world with 
the knowledge they could acquire from the sacrificial cults, the healers 
established themselves as the priests of the third order, modelling them-
selves on the sacrificial priests of the first order. The roles of each type 
of priest were quite distinct, but outwardly they probably resembled each 
other in many respects. The medical priest likely enjoyed relative free-
dom in the social structure, serving the needs of all people regardless of 
their social standing. The sacrificial priest, on the other hand, fearing 
contamination from impure elements of the society, was restricted to the 
social milieu of the flrst order. With time, the healers became recognized 
by their counterparts in the ftrst order as impure and polluting, eventually 
being excluded from the higher, more sacred circles of the sacrificial 
cults, and forced to remain among their own communities located at the 
margins of society where contact with many sorts of people with differ-
ent healing traditions might well have taken place. This removal of 
healers and their medical craft from mainstream Vedic priestly culture 
led eventually to a radical shift in medical thinking, resulting in what has 
come to be known as classical ayurveda. 

The chapters in the present book elucidate a healing tradition based 
on magico-religious beliefs and practices. The classical medical treatises 
of Caraka and Su5ruta clearly indicate that this form of medicine never 
completely disappeared, but was gradually superseded by a system of 
medicine based on empirico-rational principles and practices. It should 
not be assumed that empiricism or the mental process of observing and 
deflning is evident only in the classical medical tradition. Vedic medicine 
relied on close observation of phenomena in order to develop its unique 
form of mythical and religious classifications. The difference between 
these two epistemologies lies in their respective premises. The founda-
tion of Vedic medicine relied on a belief in a multitude of benevolent and 
malevolent deities or spirits that populated the cosmos and caused good 
and bad effects in the human realm. Control of these entities was the 
ultimate goal of this healing system. In ayurveda, a basic understanding 
of the interrelationships between humans and their environment pref-
aced every observation. Ideally humans and nature should be in perfect 
harmony. Disease occurred when the equilibrium between these two 

2 See K.G. Zysk, •Reflections on an Indo-European system of medicine,· in Perspectives on 
Indo-European Language, Culture and JaUgion, Studies in Honor of Edgar Polomi, Vol. 2 
(McLean, Virginia: Institute for the Study of Man, 1992), 321-36. 



xii REUGIOUS MEDICINE 

was disrupted. Restoration of a fundamental balance was the goal of this 
medical system. Reasons for this shift in modes of medical thought have 
puzzled scholars of ancient Indian culture and medicine for some time. 
My recent social-historical study of medicine during the intervening 
period between Vedic medicine and the occurrence of the classical 
medical treatises, roughly from the ninth century B.C.E. to the beginning 
of the common era, offers a plausible explanation for this phenomenon. 3 

We noticed that a social event taking place in Vedic antiquity was 
probably a key factor in initiating change. The denigration of medicine 
by the priestly order and the btiJ:uruu:uc hierarchy resulted in the healers' 
exclusion from the orthodox ritual cults because of the defllement they 
incurred from contact with impure people with whom they found 
fellowship. Important members of these marginal populations included 
the heterodox wandering ascetics who renounced the trappings of 
orthodox ideologies and practices, and abandoned society for the wilder-
ness in search of higher spiritual goals. These ascetics, who included 
among others the Buddhists, acquired a radically different view of the 
world and mankind's place in it, fostered largely by their intense medita-
tive discipline. In fact, early Buddhist literature reveals that their under-
standing of the relationships between humans and nature was not very 
different from that which contributed to ayurvedic medical thought. An 
intellectual sympathy seemingly was shared by both the wandering 
ascetics on a spiritual quest and the transient physicians whose profes-
sional curiosity led them to encounters with different sorts of people 
from whom they could obtain useful medical knowledge. 

Finding rapport with the communities of heterodox ascetics and 
renunciants who did not censure their philosophies, practices and asso-
ciations, the healers, like the knowledge-seeking ascetics, wandered the 
countryside performing cures and acquiring ever new medicines, treat-
ments and medical infonnation, and eventually became practically indis-
tinguishable from the mendicants with whom they were in close contact. 
A vast storehouse of medical knowledge soon developed among these 
wandering physicians who, unhindered by brihma.p.c strictures and 
taboos, began, with the help of ideas from the intellectual ascetics, to 
conceive a radically new epistemology with which to codify and system-
atize this body of efficacious medical data. 

Fitting into the Buddha's key teaching of the Middle Way between 
world indulgence and self-denial, healing became part of Buddhism by 
providing the means to maintain a healthy bodily state characterized by 
an equilibrium both within the body and between the body and its 
surroundings. Portions of the repository of medical lore were codified in 
the early monastic rules, thereby giving rise to a Buddhist monastic 
medical tradition. The early Buddhist monastery or sarJgha was the venue 
where wandering intellectuals would gather and exchange infonnation 
that often included medical knowledge. As the sarJgha established more 

3 See K.O. Zysk, Asceticism and healing ancient India, 1-70. 
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permanent dwellings and fiXed abodes for ascetics, the intellectual life 
turned more scholarly, and a formal systematization of information and 
instruction ensued. The symbiotic relationship between Buddhism and 
medicine facilitated the spread of Buddhism in India, led to the teaching 
of medicine in the large conglomerate monasteries (viliaras), and expe-
dited the acceptance of Buddhism in other parts of Asia. Probable during 
the early centuries of the common era, brihtna.Qism assimilated the 
storehouse of medical knowledge into its socio-religious and intellectual 
tradition and by the application of an orthodox veneer rendered it a 
brihtna.Qic science. Over the nine centuries of this transitional phase of 
Indian medicine, the Vedic medical system gradually diminished in 
significance until the point at which medicine became part of brihmat:t-
ism, whose intellectuals consciously revived the ancient medical wisdom 
in order to legitimize a largely heterodox body of knowledge and make 
it orthodox. The technique by which this was accomplished is revealed 
in the opening portions of the two classical medical treatises, which are 
characteristic of an ubiquitous and ingenious brihmat:tization process by 
which seemingly contradictory and disruptive ideas are reconciled and 
normalized. Returning to Dumezil's paradigm, a social evolution of Indian 
medicine may be explained as follows: medicine originated in the third 
order, maintained its position or fell out of the social system in the 
intervening or transitional period, and vaulted to the f.arst order in the 
classical phase, a position it appears to hold at the present time. With this 
brief outline of Indian medical history, we are perhaps better able to 
understand and appreciate the content and significance of Vedic medi-
cine as it is presented in the following chapters. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE ORIGINAL EDITION 

Tracing the history and evolution of Indian medicine is a difficult 
enterprise. Continuities of doctrine and practice occur rarely, pre-
venting us from positing an unbroken succession of development 

from earliest times. We must look at Indian medicine rather in terms of 
distinct phases. Although not well defined, the first may be called prehistoric 
or pre-Vedic medicine, dating from about 2700 B.C. to 1500 B.c. The second 
is that of Vedic medicine which looks back to a time around the second 
millennium B.C. It is the earliest period in which a clearly discernible medical 
lore can be ascertained. Vedic medicine is the focus of the present work. 
The next distinguishable stage is characterized by the presence of separate 
Sanskrit treatises on Indian medical science or ayurveda, 'the science of 
longevity.' The earliest of these medical books are the sart~hitas of Bhela, 
Caraka and Susruta, which date from around the Christian era. The subject 
matter of these works is quite unlike that of Vedic medicine. Most diseases 
are defined in terms of a humoral theory. The Indian physicians understood 
there to be three 'humors' (do~as): wind (vata, vayu), bile (pitta) and phlegm 
(kapha, s1e~man), which, on analogy with the humors of the Hippocratic 
and Galenic systems, were vitiating forces in the body. In a normal state, 
the humors are in a state of equilibrium in the body. When something 
called a nidana, 'primary cause,' which could be of climatic, organic, or less 
commonly, demonic origin, acted upon the humors, an imbalance occurred, 
bringing about the manifestation of disease. The principal aim of the phy-
sician was to recognize which humor or humors were out of balance and 
to reestablish the equilibrium through allopathic treatments, which usually 
included drugs with opposite qualities, diet, and daily regimen, although 
surgery was also sometimes recommended. 

This thumbnail sketch of early ayurvedic medicine serves to illustrate 
that at its basis lies a theoretical and a rational understanding of disease 
and cure. The origin of this new approach to medicine is a point of con-
troversy. It is quite certain that little of it can be traced to Vedic medicine. 
Although the theoretical framework of ayurveda may not be Vedic, the 
basis of its materia medica could indeed have evolved from Vedic medicine 
or even from prehistoric, pre-Vedic medicine. 

Prehistoric medicine 

A clear and detailed picture of medicine prior to the Vedic phase is 
difficult to ascertain. Evidence of this prehistoric period in South Asia derives 
primarily from archaeological remains excavated from the sites of the Ha-

1 
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rappan Culture, sometimes referred to as the Indus Valley Civilization. Its 
dates are from about 2700 B.C. to 1500 B.C., making it roughly contem-
poraneous with the Old, Middle, and New Kingdoms of Egypt and the 
period of Sumer and Akkad in Mesopotamia. The mosaic of Harappan 
settlements illustrates a highly developed, urbanized culture, established 
principally along the Indus River (in modem Pakistan), stretching from the 
Arabian Sea to as far north as the Panjab (sites have also been found 
further south in present-day Gujarat). The area covered was nearly twice 
as large as the Egyptian civilization and almost four times as great as that 
of Sumer and Akkad.1 This vast civilization had two main centers or capitals: 
one in the south, Mohenjo-Daro (near modem Sukkur) and one in the 
north, Harappa (near Lahore). 

The architecture of the Harappan sites was unique for its time. Streets 
were planned on a north-south and east-west grid. Houses were usually 
two-story and made of baked brick. Many homes contained a bathroom, 
built near the wall facing the street so that water could be drained through 
a pipe into a covered sewer running under the street. The bathrooms were 
either square or rectangular, with a sloping floor with an opening in the 
comer through which the water could drain. Several of the houses even 
had latrines with a drainage system similar to that of the bathrooms.2 These 
architectural designs point to a conscious concern for public health and 
sanitation and suggest an implicit belief in ritual purity and pollution, which 
is so prevalent in later Indian thought. The Great Bath found in the citadel 
area of Mohenjo-Daro perhaps epitomizes the Harappan penchant for pu-
rification through bathing. The man-made pool measured 108 by 180 feet 
with a center basin 23 by 39 feet and a sloping floor which reached a depth 
of 8 feet. This giant structure was filled with water from a large welP The 
central purifying agent was water which, as we shall see, was an important 
medicine of the Vedic people. It is quite possible, therefore, that hydrother-
apy was a therapeutic measure used by the Harappans to restore and to 
preserve health, which brings to mind the purpose of the Roman baths of 
a later period. 

The material remains excavated from the Indus cities point to a socially 
and technically advanced urban culture supported by an agrarian subcul-
ture. Highly sophisticated sculptures in stone and bronze, and jewelry 
fashioned by skillful artisans from precious and semiprecious stones and 
metals, indicate an affluent class, and evidence of land and sea trade sug-
gests a significant merchant class.4 Less artfully sculptured terra-cotta fi-

1 Henry E. Sigerist, A History of Medicine (New York: Oxford University Press, 1961) 2: 
137. 

2 lbid., 143. See fig. 4, 91, below. 
3 lbid. See fig. 3, 91, below. 
• See A. L. Basham, The Wonder that was India (New York: Grove Press, 1954, 1959), 18-

19. At the Indus site of Lothal (in Gujarat), there is a large structure which appears to be a 
shipping dock (seeS. R. Rao, Lothal and the Indus Civilization, New York: Asia Publishing 
House, 1973). See also Gregory L. Possehl, ed., Ancient cities of the Indus (Durham, North 
Carolina: Carolina Academic Press, 1979), 203-22, on Lothal and 96-97 and 113-75 on 
contacts with Mesopotamia. 
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gurines of an Earth Mother Goddess point to the worship of the soil by 
farmers, and by lower orders in general (see fig. 5, 114, below). 

The most interesting artifacts discovered at the various Indus sites are 
the small square or rectangular seals and sealings, on many of which are 
found short inscriptions written in a pictographic script which has yet to 
be deciphered. The precise purpose of these seals and sealings is uncertain. 
They may have been used as a type of identification tag, with the inscription 
providing the pertinent information, or perhaps as amulets, worn to ward 
off various kinds of evil and to bring good luck, the inscriptions being 
magico-religious utterances (mantras). Many of the seals are perforated in 
the back, suggesting that a string or cord was used to bind them to some 
part of the body. Until the code to the script is broken-unfortunately, 
there is no counterpart of the Rosetta stone to aid scholars-the seals will 
remain an enigma, and many important facts about this magnificent civi-
lization will be kept shrouded in mystery. 

Images of a species of bull, elephant and rhinoceros found on many 
seals suggest the particular importance of these animals. Several seals and 
sealings appear to portray mythological episodes.5 The representation of a 
goddess standing between the branches of a pipal tree and being wor-
shipped by seven devotees is significant. It depicts the worship of a female 
plant divinity or a Tree Goddess and points to a reverence for plants and 
their products.6 Similarly, an oblong sealing from Harappa illustrates a 
mythological story in which a woman, presumably the Earth Mother God-
dess, standing on her head, gives birth to what appears to be a plant or 
tree. On the reverse, a man, bearing a sickle, stands waiting in front of the 
woman (see fig. 6, 115, below). These scenes point to a deep sentiment felt 
towards the earth and its offspring, the plants, and suggest that certain 
rituals were performed at the time of harvesting. A reverence for the me-
dicinal plant or simple is also quite evident in Vedic medicine; and in the 
later tradition of ayurvedic medicine, pharmacopoeias, detailing the me-
dicinal virtues of numerous plants, became fundamental components of 
the medical tradition. We may, therefore, look to the Harappan Culture 
for the seeds of traditional Indian pharmaceutical knowledge. 

Another seal portrays a multi-faced figure, adorned with a homed head-
dress and ritual clothing, seated in a yogic posture, and surrounded by 
different kinds of animals. It is generally assumed that this homed deity 
represents a forerunner of the later Hindu god, Siva, Lord of Beasts (pa-
supati), and it has been styled, "proto-Siva."7 The elaborate headdress, the 
costume with bangles and the implication of trance states achieved through 
the intense concentration or meditation of yoga suggest that this figure 
depicts a type of medicine-man, shamanistic in character. 

Evidence is available that the magically based surgical technique of tre-
panation may also have been practiced during the period of the Indus 

5 See Basham, The Wonder, pl. IX, a, e, f. 
6 Cf. ibid., 23-24. See fig. 9, 220, below. 
7 Basham, The Wonder, 23. 
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Valley Civilization. Two skulls said to exhibit signs of trepanation have 
been discovered at two Harappan sites. Skull H. 796B from cemetery R 37 
of Harappa appears to have one man-made hole in the temporo-parietal 
region. The hole is thought to have been made by a small circular gouge 
with an alabaster handle, which was discovered in the same strata from 
which the skull came.8 Since no mention of this hole is made in the original 
report of this skull, strong doubt is cast on its authenticity as an example 
of trepanation.9 1t remains a mystery how the hole was made. The second 
skull, KLB-8/69, from Kalibangan (a Harappan settlement on the dried 
bed of the Ghaggar-Hakra River in the deserts of Rajasthan, India) is that 
of a child who may have suffered from hydrocephaly. Three small holes 
occur on the right side of the skull. They are on the squamous temporal 
bone, above the right acoustic meatus. A black streak joining the upper 
holes appears to have been made by a glowing hot, pointed instrument. It 
is possible that the operation was performed with a hot iron in order to 
relieve the pain caused by the swelling of the skull. As the wounds show 
signs of healing, it is likely that the child survived the operation.10 If indeed 
this skull was trepanned, it demonstrates a unique method of performing 
it. Trepanation is not mentioned in ancient Indian medical literature. A 
reference to such a surgical procedure does, however, occur in a Pali 
Buddhist text from about the fourth century B.c. 11 

The decline and eventual collapse of the Harappan Culture is an enigma. 
We know that the process took place gradually over a period of about two 
hundred years. The cities were completely abandoned, but post-urban set-
tlements in the area indicate that part of the population survived. Theories 
of the cause of the decline of the Indus Civilization range from the invasions 
of the charioteering Aryan tribes from the north to the persistent flooding 
of the Indus River, leading to its economic decline and eventual fall. 12 No 
one is quite sure why or how the end came, but we know that this great 
culture had ceased by around 1500 B.C. 

In the absence of written sources, the general picture of Harappan med-
icine derived from the available data illustrates a definite concern for public 
health and suggests a tradition of medicine which involved the use of 
plants in a religious ceremony. This spiritually based method of healing 
was characteristic of the medical traditions of ancient Egypt and Meso-
potamia and, as we shall shortly discover, typifies Vedic medicine. 

Sources of Vedic medicine 
Unlike the ancient Egyptian and Mesopotamian medical traditions which 

have specific treatises outlining their medical systems, the earliest Indian 

8 Amiya K. Roy Chowdhury, "Trepanation in Ancient India," Asiatic Society of Calcutta, 
Communications, 25 (1972): 203-206. See fig. 7, 209, below. 

9 P. Gupta, eta!., Human Skeletal Remains from Harappa (Calcutta: Anthropological Survey 
of India, 1963), 19, 21, 30-31, 184; fig. 18, pls. VII, VIII. 

10 A. K. Sharma, "Kalibangan Human Skeletal Remains-An Osteo-archaeological Ap-
proach," Journal of the Oriental Institute, Baroda 19 (1969): 109-14. See fig. 8, 209, below. 

11 See 67, below. 
12 See Gregory L. Possehl, ed., Ancient cities of the Indus, 287-326. 
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textual evidence of medicine is randomly inserted in the corpora of its 
principal religious literature, primarily in the Atharvaveda and to a much 
lesser extent in the J5gveda. 

The medical material contained in these two ancient texts is not wholly 
free from problems. Because we have well edited texts with which to work, 
we stand on fairly firm ground when laboring with these bodies of literature, 
which have been preserved by an extraordinarily accurate oral tradition 
from very early times until comparatively recently when they were recorded 
in written form. Doubts concerning the meaning of specific words and 
phrases are present; but these uncertainties are not unexpected in such 
ancient documents. Of all the religious literature of ancient India, these 
Vedic texts have received the most extensive philological investigation. 
With this background of scholarship at our disposal we have a solid basis 
upon which to test new hypotheses and to construct new theories. Although 
we may not be able to eliminate all the doubts which the literature still 
contains, we can, nevertheless, contribute significantly to the elucidation 
of India's antique medical lore. 

The actual medical doctrines we shall study are found mostly in the 
Atharvaveda, a religious text which contains much material of a secular 
nature. The J5gveda is almost entirely religious in character and therefore 
provides for the most part mythological stories illustrating the healings 
performed by various gods of the Vedic pantheon. 13 These episodes along 
with other scattered medical references will be utilized in order to explain 
more fully the medical philosophy and practice of the Vedic people; but 
they cannot in themselves be viewed as representing a separate medical 
tradition. 14 It is only when the two texts are examined together that the 
fundamental doctrines of the Vedic medical tradition can be fully appre-
ciated. The three hymns we have rendered from the J5gveda are close in 
style to those of the Atharvaveda and for this reason may be considered as 
representing the same textual tradition. 

We have included translations of the correspondirlg ritual practices which 
are found in the Kausika Siitra (to the Atharvaveda) and in the J5gvidhiina 
(to the J5gveda). Although these texts are much later (perhaps from the 
second or third century B.c.), they preserve the ritual prescriptions which 
often reflect an older attitude, not unlike those implied in the original hymns 
which they accompany. At other times, the ritual actions are merely in-
terpretations, conjured up in an attempt to fit a particular hymn or group 
of hymns. We shall draw on materials from later religious and medical 
traditions in order to elucidate more completely this phase of Indian med-

13 See in particular the healing feats of the twin horsemen, ASvins at ~V 1.112.8, 15; 116.10, 
15, 16; 117.9, 13, 17-18, 24; 118.6-8; 5.74.5; 75.5; 7.68.6; 71.5; 10.39.3, 4, 8; and 10.40.5; 
the connection of Rudra with healing at ~V 1.43.4; 114.5; 2.33.2, 4, 7, 12; 5.42.11; 7.35.6; 
46.3; and 8.29.5; of the Maruts at RV 2.33.13; and 8.20.23-26; of Soma and Rudra at RV 
6.74.3; of Indra at ~V 2.21.6; 4.19.9i 8.1.12 and especially 8.91(80), where Indra cures Ap~la 
of the loss of hair and of ugly skin. Cf. also Filliozat, La doctrine, 72-81. 

14 An examination of R. Muller's research into the medicine of the ~gveda illustrates this 
point well ("Die Medizin im ~g-Veda," Asia Major, 6 [1930]: 315-76; 386-87). 
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FIG. 2. Manuscript 'P' . Palm-leaf manuscrip_t of the Paippaliida Atharvaveda. Seventeenth cen-
tury. Oriya script. Written by Raghaniitha Sanna. Courtesy of M. Witzel. 
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icine and to trace any possible continuities and changes. Similarities in 
other Indo-European traditions will also be mentioned in order to point to 
ancient beliefs which may well have derived from a common source. 

Anatomical knowledge in ancient India 

A work of this type should include a discussion of anatomy. We refrain, 
however, from an examination of individual anatomical terms, as this has 
already been undertaken by A. F. R. Hoemle, F. S. Hammett and especially 
J. Filliozat, to whose works the reader should refer for the best discussion 
of the subject.15 For all their painstaking work on anatomy, Filliozat and 
the others have neglected to explain adequately the basis of ancient Indian 
anatomical knowledge. 

Anatomical knowledge in ancient India was derived principally from 
the sacrifice of the horse and of man; chance observations of improperly 
buried bodies and examinations of the corporal members made by medical 
men during treatment contributed comparatively little to the body of an-
atomical knowledge. As a result of the precise ritual procedures of the 
sacrifice, which called for the recitation of the name of each part of the 
body as it was cut (for the horse this is documented at ~gveda 1.162.18; 
for man no early references are found, but later tradition specifies that the 
action should follow that of the immolation of the horse), fairly accurate 
lists of anatomical parts of the horse and of man have been preserved and 
transmitted, primarily through the exegetical BralzmaJJa-texts. Filliozat's ef-
forts at defining many of these parts have greatly advanced our under-
standing of the individual terms. Difficulties, however, still remain in the 
proper identification of many of the internal parts, which tend to be de-
scribed by the native authorities in terms of a locality or as attached to a 
known organ. These enumerations provided the principal sources of an-
atomical knowledge until the time of the classical treatises (sal!lhittis) of 
ayurvedic medicine, when the visual inspection of the body by a type of 
dissection was introduced, perhaps from the West, into the traditional sys-
tem of medical education, thus contributing a wholly new dimension to 
the understanding of the human body.16 

Characteristics of Vedic medicine 

Vedic medicine may be characterized essentially as a magico-religious 
system. Such a hackneyed definition implies more that it expresses. Space 
does not permit a complete discussion of magico-religious medicine and 

15 A. F. Rudolf Hoemle, Studies in the Medicine of Ancient India, Part 1: Osteology or the 
Bones of the Body (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1907); FrederickS. Hammett, "The Anatomical 
Knowledge of the Ancient Hindus," Annals of Medical History (New Series) 1 (1929): 325-33; 
and Jean Filliozat, La doctrine, 117-3 7. 

16 See my "The Evolution of Anatomical Knowledge in Ancient India, with special reference 
to cross-cultural influences," JAOS, 106.4: to appear. 
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its apparent opposite, empirical medicine.17 In this work however the con-
cept of magico-religious medicine is understood to be as follows: Causes 
of diseases are not attributed to physiological functions, but rather to ex-
ternal beings or forces of a demonic nature who enter the body of their 
victim and produce sickness. The removal of such malevolent entities usu-
ally involved an elaborate ritual, often drawing on aspects of the dominant 
local religion and nearly always necessitating spiritually potent and effi-
cacious words, actions and devices. The empirical medicine evident during 
this period, on the other hand, involved both observation and experience 
in order to determine the cause of disease and to effect an appropriate 
treatment. 

The Vedic Indian's attitude toward disease, therefore, was dominated 
by the belief that evil spirits, demons and other malevolent forces invaded 
the body and caused their victims to exhibit a state of dis-ease. These 
demons were often personified and deified, giving rise to an entire pantheon 
of gods of disease. The impetus for the attack may have come from a 
breach of a certain taboo, from a sin committed against the gods or from 
witchcraft and sorcery. Injuries such as broken bones or wounds, however, 
were considered to be accidentally caused or the result of warfare. Other 
external diseases and afflictions were noticed to have been caused by nox-
ious insects and vermin, often thought to be demonic in character. 

The idea of health in a positive sense is wanting in Vedic medicine. Any 
notion of the concept is to be found in the negative or opposite of what 
was understood to be disease, or more specifically in the absence of par-
ticular disease-causing demons, of injuries and damages and of toxins. 

As among most cultures of the world, an individual was considered to 
be healthy if his life-time was long, i.e. if he could repeatedly witness the 
rising sun, and if he showed complete recovery from illness. There are also 
indications that a wholesome body was associated with the intake of nu-
tritious food. 18 

An elaborate healing ritual was performed to restore a patient, attacked 
by a disease-demon or suffering an injury, to a sound state of mind and 
body. The principal figure in the rite was the healer (bhit?tij) who, like the 
medicine-man of the North and South American Indians among other 
peoples, is known for his dancing and his recitation of incantations, being 
called a shaker (v{pra) and a chanter (kav{). The contents of the hymns 
suggest that he possessed a special knowledge of the preparation and use 
of medicines, including medicinal herbs or simples, and often water. The 
consecration of these remedies formed a significant part of his sacred ut-
terances. In certain instances the healer waved or stroked plants over the 

17 In a lengthy review Rahul Peter Das has broached the topic of magic, religion and science 
in the medical context (Indo-Iranian Journal, 23.3 [1984): 232-44). His comments could serve 
as a point of departure for a complete examination and reappraisal of these terms in the light 
of modem scholarship in the history of medicine, the history of religions, and anthropology. 

18 See my article, "Towards the notion of health in the Vedic phase of Indian medicine," 
ZDMG, 135.2 (1985): 312-18. 
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patient in the course of his ritual performance. The healer, like the profes-
sional carpenter who fixed something broken, was also known to be one 
who repaired the fracture, suggesting that one of his professional activities 
was the setting of bones.19 

The healing ritual always required the recitation of religious incantations 
or charms. An analysis of these verses illustrates certain apotropaic devices 
which included the use of sympathetic magic, of the rhetorical question, 
of onomatopoeic sounds, of the identifying name, of the esoteric word or 
phrase which, when properly uttered focused the demon's attention on 
the healer, leading to its loss of grip and power. Disease-demons were 
often transferred from the patient to enemies or less desirable people, dis-
pelled into the ground or carried away by birds to places where they could 
no longer be a menace to the community. Amulets or talismans (maiJi, 
literally 'jewel'), usually of vegetal origin, were ritually bound to drive out 
demons and to act as prophylactic measures in preventing further attacks. 
Fragrant plant substances were burnt to help expel the patient's demon, 
to protect him, and to make his environment pure and generally favorable 
for healing. Early morning (dawn), noon, and early evening (twilight) seem 
to have been the most auspicious times of the day to carry out healing 
rituals. Some rites were performed when certain stars were in a particular 
part of the heavens, suggesting that astrology may have played an important 
role in Vedic medicine. 

Mythology also formed a significant part of the charms and hymns recited 
by the healer. Major disease-demons, in addition to being deified, were 
often mythologized, pointing to the important and long-lasting impact they 
had on the people. Likewise, certain curative herbs were given mythical 
beginnings, often personified, and worshipped as gods and more commonly 
as goddesses. The uttering of mythological stories about plant divinities 
imbued the herbs and plants used in the rite with supernatural powers, 
and therefore made them extremely potent. Reverence for plant-life was 
an integral part of the Vedic Indian's medical tradition and gave rise to an 
elaborate pharmacopoeia which is evident in all phases of Indian medical 
history. 

As far as we can gather from the texts, the ancient practice of divination 
by means other than astrology, often encountered in antique medicine, 
was not employed by the Vedic healers. Diagnosis and prognosis were 
rather undertaken by the isolation and identification of dominant and re-
curring symptoms, many of which were considered to be separate demonic 
entities. This technique illustrates the importance which the recording of 
observable facts played in Vedic medicine. Various characteristics of a pa-
tient were noticed, given names and recorded. Plants and herbs were also 
put under the same rigorous scrutiny and their important features and 
qualities noted. The technique was a method for recording valuable facts 
and is an example of the very beginnings of the Indians' "empirical" mode 

1" ~v 9.112.1. 
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of thought, exemplified in their penchant for enumeration, so prevalent in 
later Indian philosophical, religious and scientific literature. 

In addition to the evidence of a systematic, classificatory way of thinking, 
the Vedic healers showed that they were familiar with more empirical 
procedures of healing. These therapeutic actions, however, are found in 
the context of the magico-religious rite, implying that their efficacy was 
inextricably connected with the magical or spiritual operation. The treat-
ments worked because the proper words were recited, the correct actions 
performed, and the right devices used. 

Quite naturally these procedures are encountered most frequently in the 
treatment of external diseases and afflictions. For example, a form of surgery, 
utilizing a reed as a catheter, was performed to cure urine-retention; lancing 
and salt were used in the treatment of certain pustules; cauterization with 
caustic medicines and perhaps with fire was practiced; sand and perhaps 
also reeds were applied to stop the flow of blood issuing from a wound 
and perhaps from the uterus; a resin was applied to wounds to prevent 
them from bleeding and to aid in the healing process; ointments and dyes 
were applied to the skin; a special plant was used which evidently promoted 
the growth of hair; and certain plants may also have been used in salves 
or poultices. Perhaps the most important empirical method of healing was 
the use of water as a type of hydrotherapy. It was employed for numerous 
ailments, both internal and external, suggesting that it was looked on as a 
significant therapeutic agent. The medicinal uses of water may well have 
evolved from the medical tradition of the Harappans. 

Before examining and presenting in translations the most significant 
hymns which constitute the principal doctrinal remains of the Vedic phase 
of Indian medicine, we should have some idea of the Vedic medical lore 
in later centuries. 

Vedic medicine in the later medical tradition 

In the earliest ayurvedic treatises of Bhela, Caraka and Susruta a rev-
erence for Vedic medicine, as exemplified in the Atharoaveda, is advocated. 20 

In actual practice, however, few of these early techniques seem to have 
survived. As an example, magico-religious utterances or mantras, which 
form the cornerstone of Vedic medicine, are found to have been used prin-
cipally in five ways: 1. the treatment of swellings or tumors and wounds 
or sores (sotha, vra7J.a); 2. the treatment of poison (vi~a); 3. the treatment 
of mental disorders (unmatta, apasmiira); 4. the treatment of fever (jvara); 
and 5. the collection and preparation of certain medicines. Parallels in 
Vedic medicine occur for each category. Often the similarities between the 
archaic and the ayurvedic uses of mantras are remarkable. Vestiges of Vedic 
medicine are clearly represented by these five groups. The infrequent use 
of magico-religious medicine, however, implies that iiyuroeda had su-

2° CaSiiSth 30.21. 
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perseded Vedic medicine and, more importantly, that it was seriously con-
sidered to be an alternative to the more antique, yet firmly established, 
Vedic medical tradition. The theoretical foundation of early ayurvedic 
medicine seemed to provide rather more rational than magical and religious 
explanations of disease and cure. Although magical medicine did not com-
pletely vanish from traditional Indian medical lore, it was never to acquire 
the status in the ayurvedic treatises which it had enjoyed in the Atharvaveda. 
Further research into the different phases of Indian medical history will 
shed considerable light on the causes and motivations behind changes and 
developments in traditional Indian medicine.21 

21 See my "Mantra in ayurveda: a study of the use of magico-religious speech in ancient 
India," in Harvey Alper, ed., Understanding Mantra (Albany, New York: SUNY Press, 1985): 
to appear. 



I. INTERNAL DISEASES 

The ancient Indians' concept of internal disease was based on the 
fundamental notion that illnesses were caused by demonic entities 
which entered the body. Each demon had a specific name and 

caused particular morbid bodily conditions. 
We have divided the analysis of the medical lore surrounding the internal 

diseases into two sections: A. those related to yak~ma and/ or takman; B. 
those unrelated to yak~ma and/or takman. The first section examines the 
disease-entities which demonstrate a definite connection with one or the 
other of the major internal disease-demons, yak~ma and takman. Since many 
of the symptoms are shared by both, some overlapping can be expected. 
The second section investigates the demonic diseases which exhibit the 
general characteristic of being in the body, but which do not bear a close 
relationship either to yak~ma or to takman. 

A. Internal Diseases related to yak!?ma andjor takman 

1: Y AK~MA (CONSUMPTION; TUBERCULOSIS) 

Charms AVS 2.33, 6.85, 19.36, 19.38 are devoted specifically to the 
removal of yak~ma. AVS 2.33, called Kasyapa's spell (verse 7), appears to 
have been very popular and very effective, having been preserved in three 
closely related forms both in the AVS (2.33; 20.96.17-22) and ~V (10.163). 
AVS 6.85, 19.36, 19.38 seem to be more prophylactic in nature, being 
concerned with protecting one from the harmful effects of the disease-
demon. 

yak~ma, the general, internal disease-demon, 1 found both in humans and 
cattle,2 is characterized as entering and possessing each and every part of 
the body.3 It causes disintegration of the limbs, fever in the limbs, heartache 
and pain in all parts of the body.4 Such a description of the disease led H. 
Zimmer to the conclusion that yak~ma referred to a class of diseases whose 
principal characteristics were those of consumption.5 R. Muller, on the 

1 See R. E. Emmerick, "Indo-Iranian Concepts of Disease and Cure," unpublished paper 
delivered at The International Conference on Traditional Asian Medicine, Canberra, September 
1979, 11-12. 

2 AVS 8.7.15, 12.2.1. 
3 ~v _1.122.9, 10.97.12, 10.161.5, 10.163; AVS 2.33, 6.85.1, 9.8.7, 9, 12; cf. AVS 14.2.69. 
4 AVS 5.30.8, 9; 9.8.5, 13-19, 21, 22; 19 19.44.1-2. 
5 Leben, 375 f.; cf. also Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 2: 182-83. More recently Filliozat has 

come to the same conclusion (La doctrine, 88). 

12 
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other hand, discounts this view of Zimmer and considers that, in the eyes 
of the Vedic people, ytik~ma was simply a demon or external force who, 
when entering the body, caused malady.6 It appears from the point of view 
of the ancient Indian that Muller is quite correct; but one cannot overlook 
the similarities between the description of ytik~ma and those of consumption, 
or more generally, those of any disease which brings about a general con-
dition of bodily decay. 

The hymns or charms speak of many ytik~mas7 who are classified as 
speaking like a child and like an adult, suggesting that their victims were 
both children and adults.8 Specifically, there is the ajriiitayak~mti (unknown-
ytik~ma)9 and the riijayak~mti (royal-ytik~ma or ytik~ma of kings). 10 They are 
often associated with other internal disease-entities, many of whom have 
separate charms devoted to their removal, 11 and with various demonsY 
In one important verse, the ytik~mas are said to have their origin in the 
relatives of the bride and to follow the wedding procession.13 More par-
ticularly, ytik~ma is said to be divinely sentl4 and caused by sin (enas).15 At 
~V 1.122.9 we read that it is the dishonest man himself who, in a sly way, 
presses the Soma and causes the ytik~ma to enter his heart.16 This, then, 
illustrates a type of sin which must be committed before the gods send the 
affliction.17 

The principal cures for one afflicted by ytik~ma included the recitation 
of spells, of which the most efficacious was AVS 2.33, along with the use 
of herbs18 which, from ~V 10.97.11-13, appear to have been held in the 

6 "Medizin im ~g-Veda," Asia Major, 6: 357; see also "Yalq;ma. Medizingeschichtliche Un-
tersuchungen zur Entwicklungswertung der indischen Krankheitslehre," Mitteilungen des In-
stituts fi!r Orientforschung, 4: 278. 

1 AV~ 9.8.10-12; at 19.36.4 and VS 12.97 there is mention of a hundred ytik~mas. 
8 AVS 19.36.3. 
9 AVS_6.127.3; 3.11.1; 20.96.6; ~V 10.161.1; see Filliozat, La doctrine, 87-88,89. 
10 AVS 3.11.1; 11.3.39; 12.5.22 where he appears to attack a cow during the vulnerable 

time of urination, and ~V 10.161.1. See myth of its origin below. _ 
11 Among the afflictions with which he h!ls a connection, there is yellowness, jiiyiinya, 

disintegration of the limb and vistilpaka, at AVS 19.44.2; takmtin at 5.4.9; 5.30.16; head diseases 
at 9.8.1, 13, balasa at 9.8.10; visalpti, vidradhti, viitikiirti and alaj£ at 9.8.20 (cf. also 9.8.5) and 
k~etriyti at 2.10.5, 6. _ 

12 ~ong the other demonic entities, ~here is death and n{rrti ('destruction') at A VS 8.1.21 
and griihi ('seizure') at ~V 10.161.1, AVS 3.11.1, 20.96.6. 

_ 13 ~v 10.85.3_1 (=AVS 14.2.!0) ye vadhvds candrti~ vahatu~ ytik~miiytinti jtiniid tinu, punas 
tiin yajfi(yii devii ntiyantu ytita iigatiil]. On the interpretation of jtiniid, see L. Alsdorf, "Bemer-
kungen zu Siiryasiikta," ZDMG, 111: 493 (Kleine Schriften, 30). Note: In cd, worshipful gods 
are requested to lead the ytik~mas back from where they came. 

14 AVS 8.7.2. 
15 AVS 8.7.3. 
16 jtino y6 mitrii_varuf.1iiV abhidhrlig ap~ nti vii~ sun6ty ak~T}ayiidhrlik, svayti~ sti ytik~maT(I 

hfdaye n{ dhatta iipa ytid IT(! h6triibhir rtiivii; cf. also R. Miiller, "Medizin im ~g-Veda," 354. 
11 See also AVS 12.4.8 where the master's children die and a mild form of ytik~ma (?) a_ttacks 

him because he allowed his cow's hair to become injured (ytid asyii g6patau satyii lorna 
dhvaT}k~o tijihiqat, ttita~1 kumiira mriyante ytik~mo vindaty aniimanat; on the difficult word anii-
maniit; see Mayrhofer, Wb 1: 33). _ 

18 Among the most beneficial herbs, there is ku~tha at AVS 5.~.9 and cfpudru at 6.127.1, 3, 
with whose h_elp the ytik~ma is dispelled downward; arundhati; also makes man free from 
ya1c~ma at AVS 6.59.2. 
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hand of the healer and stroked or waved over the patient, causing the 
demon to leave the body and to fly away with birds. Elsewhere we learn 
that a lead amulet dispels the yak~ma downward19 and that ointment 
(afljana) has the power to remove it from the limbs.20 Likewise, since it is 
divinely sent, gods also have the power to destroy it. The divinities most 
helpful for the eradication of yak~ma included Agni,21 Saviq, Vayu22 and 
Aditya.23 Water was also used in the therapy.24 Charms, gods and other 
plant materials were utilized to prevent attacks from the yak~mas. At AVS 
6.85, an amulet fashioned from the varaiJ.a-tree is able to restrain yak~ma; 
at AVS 19.36, the satavara-amulet protects one from the yak~mas; and at 
A VS 19 .38, the scent of the burning gulguhi-plant is said to disperse them. 

The varaiJ.a-plant is called thousand-eyed and is described as being yellow 
and gold in color. In the later medical tradition, it was employed for a wide 
variety of ailments.25 The satavara-amulet, whose name suggests that it 
was used to 'ward off a hundred [demons],' appears to have been fashioned 
from a small bifurcated plant, whose fork at the apex was, like the varaiJ.a-
tree, gold in color, resembling the auspicious 'golden-homed bull.' The 
gulgulu (guggulu)-plant or bdellium was brought from afar by means of 
maritime trade.26 This tended to make it a valuable and expensive com-
modity which is listed along with gold, auk~a (perhaps an ointment) and 
fortune at A VS 2.36. 7 a b. 27 Such an early mention of the auspicious uses 
of this scent is significant especially in light of the later uses of incense and 
fumigation in India. 

The ritual prescribed in the later Kausika Siitra and ]!.gvidhana points to 
a healing-practice different from that implied in the hymns: With A VS 
2.33, the healer tears off bandages which have been wrapped around the 
patient and sprinkles him from head to foot with water mixed with the 
dregs of ghee. Likewise, while constantly whispering ~V 10.163, the priest 
touches the patient's head, two ears, two eyes, chin and two nostrils, with 
his hand which has been anointed with ritually prepared ghee; or he should 
remove yak~ma with the ritual mentioned perhaps at ]!.gvidhana 4.16.1-5 
(to ~V 10.161) which entails the sprinkling of the patient (with water) by 
means of darbha-grass, the sacrificing of ghee in the fire and the giving to 
the patient of a concoction of ghee and milk and a spirituous decoction 
made from water, pieces of khadira-wood, and flour mixed with honey and 

19 AVS 12.2.1, 2, 14. 
20 AVS 19.44.1-2. 
21 AVS 5.29.13. 
22 AVS 4.25.5. 
23 AV§ 9.8.22; here Aditya is said to appease the limb-disintegrating yak~ma. 
2' AVS 3.!2.9 (=9.3.23); 19.2.5; cf. also ~V 9.49.1. 
25 See AVS 6.85.1n below. Cf. also H. C. Patyal, "Significance of Var~-(Crateava Roxburghi1) 

in the Veda," Oriens, 21-22: 300-306, for a good discussion of the plant in Vedic literature. 
26 AVS 19.38.2. 
27 ida'!l hlraf}ya'!l gulgulv (guggulv) aya'!l auk~o atho bhagah. Sayal).a understands gulgulu 

(gUggulu) as a 'well known type of substance for fumigation' (dhiipanadravyavi5e~a~ prasiddha~). 
Note: accent of gulgulu is irregular. It occurs either on first or last syllable. 
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ghee, to drink. With AVS 6.85, the healer binds that mentioned in the 
hymn (i.e. an amulet made from the wood of the vara7Jti-tree) to the 
patient. 28 

Ghee or clarified butter is not mentioned in the hymns; nor are gulgulu 
and stittiviira prescribed in the later healing rites. They are, however, used 
in later non-medical rites at Siintikalpa 17.4, 19.6 and AthParis 4.4, sug-
gesting their employment as a prophylactic. 

Because of the obvious effect this disease had on the people and the 
great respect the ancient Indians had for it, a mythological story concerning 
its origin developed and is recorded at TS 2.3.5.1-2 (MS 2.2.7 and KS 11.3). 
In this myth, King Soma was given thirty-three wives, the daughters of 
Prajapati. Soma, however, took a fancy only to Rohir:ti This angered the 
other thirty-two; so they returned to their father. Soma followed and re-
quested them back; but Prajapati would not return them unless Soma swore 
an oath to consort with all of them equally. He did this and his wives were 
returned to him; but again he associated only with Rohir:ti Because he 
broke the oath to Prajapati, Soma was seized by ytik~ma; since it had attacked 
a king, that was the origin of riijayak~mti; since Soma had become corrupted, 
that was the origin of piipayak~mti (vile-ytik~ma); and since he contracted it 
from his wives, that was the origin of jiiyenya. In order to be freed of this 
affliction, one must make an offering to the Adityas, who, as we have seen, 
have the power to appease a ytik~ma. 29 It is interesting to note also that 
this later tradition has preserved the older notion that the ytik~mas are sent 
by the gods because of a sin committed against them. 

In the Susruta San:zhitii, the word yak~man occurs in the compound riija-
yak~man and tends to denote a state of general decay and specific atrophy 
or paralysis of a particular limb or organ, characterized by the symptoms 
of food-aversion (bhakta-dve~a), fever (jvara), asthma (sviisa), cough (kiisa), 
appearance of blood (so7Jitadarsana) and laryngitis (svarabheda). 30 

2.33 

From your eyes, from [your] nostrils, from [your] ears, from [your] 
chin, from [your] brain, from [your] tongue, I tear away for you 
the ytik~ma who is in the head. 1. 

28 KausS 27.27-28; ~gvidhtfua 4.19.3-5 and KausS 26.37: 27.27. ak~ibhya'!' ta iti vibarham; 
28. udapatrerJa Sa'!'patavatavasificati; 4.19 .3. . . . ajya'!' Sa'!'Skljya juhuyad ak~ibhya'!' ta iti 
dvija~; 4. parJina tu ghrtaktena miirddhana'!' sa'!'sprset tata~, karrJau netre ca cubuka'!' nasike 
caiva sa'!'spr§et; 5. etad eva japen nitya'!' yak~marJO vipramucyate, piirvoktenaiva kalpena yak~ma
nasanam acaret; 26.37. trtlyena mantrokta'!' bandhnati. See Bloomfield, Hymns, 327, 505; Caland, 
AZ, 80, 85 and Gonda, The ~gvidhana, 112-13 and 114-15. 

29 See Keith, VBYS, Pt. 1: 168; cf. also TS. 2.5.6.4-5, where King Soma again is stricken 
with these ytik~mas because, of his wives who were the nights of the half-month, he only 
consorted with the new and full moon night (Keith, ibid., 195); cf. also Filliozat's analysis of 
the myth, La doctrine, 84-86. A version of this legend is also found at Caraka Sa'!'hiti, CiSth, 
8.1-11; see Filliozat, ibid., 86-87; cf. also Susruta Samhita; Utt. 41.5. 

30 Utt. 41.1-11; see also Filliozat, La doctrine, 83-84, 87. 
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From your neck, from the nape of [your] neck, from [your] vertebrae, 
from [your] spine, from [your] shoulders, from [your] forearms, I 
tear away for you the ytik~ma who is in the arm. 2. 

From your heart, from [your] lungs, from [your] htilfk~IJa, from [your] 
two sides, from [your] two mtitasnas, from [your] spleen, from [your] 
liver, we tear away for you the ytik~ma. 3. 

From your bowels, from [your] intestines, from [your] rectum, from 
[your] stomach, from the lateral parts of [your] abdomen, from 
[your] pliisi, from [your] navel, I tear away for you the ytik~ma. 4. 

From your thighs, from [your] kneecaps, from [your] heels, from the 
front of [your] feet, from [your] haunches, from [your] bhtil!lsas, I 
tear away for you the ytik~ma who is in the backside. 5. 

From your bones, from [your] marrows, from [your] tendons, from 
[your] (blood) vessels, from [your] hands, from [your] fingers, from 
[your] nails, I tear away for you the ytik~ma. 6. 

By means of Kasyapa's exorcising spell, we tear completely away the 
ytik~ma who is of your skin, who is in your every limb, every hair 
[and] every joint. 7. 

6.85 

May this vara~Ja-tree, god [and] lord of the forest, check [him]; [for] 
the gods also have checked that ytik~ma who has entered this 
[man]. 1. 

We check your ytik~ma with the spell of lndra, of Mitra and of Varut:la, 
[in fact] with the speech of all the gods. 2. 

As Vrtra restrained these ever-flowing waters; just so I, with Agni 
Vaisvanara, check your ytik~ma. 3. 

19.36 

Ascending with brilliance, the sattiviira-amulet, which is the dispeller 
of the evil-named ones, has destroyed, by [its] efficacy, the ytik~mas 
[and] the rtik~as-demons. 1. 

[It] nudges away the rtik~as-demons with [its] two horns [and] the 
sorceresses with [its] root; [and it] repels ytik~ma with [its] middle. 
[Indeed,] evil does not overcome it. 2. 

The sattiviira-amulet, the killer of the evil-named ones, has destroyed 
all the childish ytik~mas and those who speak as adults. 3. 

[It] has produced a hundred heroes [and] has dispersed a hundred 
ytik~mas; having killed all the evil-named ones, it shakes off the 
rtik~as-demons. 4. 

Having crushed all the evil-named ones, this sattiviira-amulet, [as it 
were] the golden-homed bull, has trampled down the rtik~as-
demons. 5. 
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With sattivara, I ward off a hundred evil-named females, a hundred 
Gandharvas and Apsarases [and] a hundred dog-accompanied 
(females) (Apsarases). 6. 

19.38 

Neither the ytik~mas, 0 Arundhafi, nor a curse reaches him whom 
the pleasant scent of the medicinal gulgulu (bdellium) reaches. 1. 

From him [who is permeated with its scent], the ytik~mas disperse in 
all directions, like deer [or] horses. Whether, 0 gulgulu, you are 
from the Sindhu or whether [you are] from the ocean, I have taken 
the name of both [kinds], so that this man may be un-
harmed. 2(-3). 



2: JAYANYA 

Avs 7.76 (80).3-5 is a charm concerned with the disease-entity 
known as jiiyanya which, in the form jiiyenya at TS 2.3.5.1-2, is 
closely associated with the demonic disease, ytik~ma. Much con-

troversy surrounds the exact nature of this disease: Filliozat and some, 
because of its inclusion in a hymn which begins with the removal of the 
skin disorder, apadt, consider it to be a term designating various types of 
suppurating skin-ulcers.1 In addition to its inclusion in a charm involving 
the apacits, the jiiyanya mentioned at AVS 7.76 (80).2(4), possesses the 
characteristic of flight, which is also shared by the apacits.2 At ~V 10.97.13, 
however, there is a suggestion that ytik~ma may also be a disease-demon 
who can fly. Others, based on Sayai).a, who equates it with jiiyenya in the 
TS, understand him to be a form of ytik~ma, etymologically signifying per-
haps a type of venereal or congenital disease.3 This latter explanation is 
supported by verse 3(5) which mentions the demon's mythological origin 
which is fully detailed in the TS. Likewise at verses 1, 2, he, like the ytik~ma, 
invades every part of the body from the head to the feet, including the 
spinal column. In fact, at 19.44.2, he is considered to be a ytik~ma and at 
P 19.40.9 he appears to be a ytik~ma which enters the abdomen and causes 
it to swell. This demonstrates that, according to the tradition, he was a type 
of ytik~ma which invaded the body and produced the symptomatic condition 
of a swollen belly. At verse 2, he is also called tik~ita (tik~ata) and suk~ata 
(suk~ita) whose meanings are in this context uncertain. 

The cure for jiiyanya included the performance of an offering in the 
house of the patient by a healer who, through his knowledge of its origin, 
establishes his power over the demon (verse 3). At verse 2, there is also 
mentioned a medicine which is effective against him. This medicine may 
be ointment (afljana) which, at AVS 19.44.1-2, is able to expel, among 
other ytik~mas, jiiyanya. 

1 La doctrine, 89. See also Henry, who, because of its connection with apaclt in the first two 
verses, defines it as "Ia diathese generale dont les apacit sont Ia manifestation exterieure" (Le 
livre: VII, 30, 98; see also La magie, 194). This view is followed by Griffith (1: 365 and n.). 

2 See AVS 6.83.1, 3; p 1.59.4. 
3 Sayar.ta explains jayanya to be 'the disease of decay, produced by sexual union with a 

lawful wife' (nirantarajiiyasa~bhogena jayamana k~aya!ogam). He cites TS ~.3.5.2 as support 
and equates the jayenya mentioned there with the jayanya found in the A VS (tatra jayenya iti 
pathyate atra tu jayanya iti tlkaravattvena iti vise~al}). Zimmer accepted this equation (Leben, 
377) and Bloomfield, on this basis and on etymological grounds, considers him to be either 
congenital disease (root jan, 'to be born') or venereal disease (jayi, 'woman') (Hymns, 561). 
Whitney-Lanman also suggests the possibility of venereal disease (Pt. 1: 442; cf. however 
Caland's remarks, AZ, 105 n. 6). 
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7.76 (80) 3-5 

I have driven away every jayanya who crushes the vertebrae, who 
reaches down to the sole of the foot [and] who is attached to the 

19 

apex [of the head]. 1(3). 
The winged jayanya flies [and] he enters the man. This is the medicine 

of both the tiksita and the suksata. 2(4). 
0 jayanya, [sincei we know your ~rigin [and] whence, 0 jayanya, you 

were born, how then could you harm [him] there, in whose house, 
we made the oblation? 3(5). 



3: K~ETRIYA 

A vs 2.8 and 3.7 are charms used to heal one afflicted with the internal 
disease-demon k~etriyti. The former, however, is concerned prin-
cipally with the consecration of the k~etriyti-destroying plant. 

Because of the paucity of symptoms present in the charms, an exact 
determination of the disease is problematic. Etymologically, the word is 
derived from k~etra, 'field,' 'land,' 'soil,' and, in addition to the Atharvavedic 
references, occurs at KS 15.1 and TB 2.5.6.1-3, where a repetition of the 
Atharvavedic material is to be found. Based on A~tiidhyiiyf5.2.92:k~etriyac 
parak~etre cikitsya~, "k~etriya is curable in another womb," 1 Sayar;ta and 
the native tradition consider it to be an anomalous word signifying a 'disease 
beginning with consumption, skin-disease and epilepsy, derived from the 
limbs of the father or mother, etc., contaminated by the defilements [causing] 
consumption, skin-disease, etc. [and] curable in the body of a grandson or 
son, etc.' 2 A type of hereditary disease was clearly understood by the 
word. Western interpreters, however, are in disagreement about its meaning: 
Weber considered it to be either crop-damage or a type of disease which 
afflicted new-born children.3 Bloomfield originally followed the native tra-
dition,4 but later suggested that it may be of the "scrofulous or syphilitic 
order." 5 Filliozat, after having examined the passage of Par;tini, its com-
mentaries, in particular the Kiisikiivrtti which associates the disease with 
ku~tha, a class of skin-diseases which includes leprosy, and Susruta's de-
scription of ku~tha at NiSth 5.23-27, concluded that it most probably des-
ignated "les maladies impregnant intimement 1' organisme comme les lepres 
incurables." 6 Karambelkar has also undertaken an extensive investigation 
of the word in the Vedic and post-Vedic texts as well as the treatment of 
it as prescribed in the KausS and has suggested that it is "the name for a 
disease or diseases caused by grass-poisoning." 7 Although it is clear that 
there are widely differing opinions about the disease, it may be possible 
to offer a more plausible hypothesis. 

1 Here k~etra has the medical meaning 'healthy womb' (see SuSaSth 2.33 and P. Kutumbiah, 
Ancient Indian Medicine [1964; rpt. Bombay Orient Longman, Ltd., 1974], 184; cf. Bloomfield, 
Hymns, 287-88). 

2 Saya1,1a to A VS 2.8.1: . . . putrapautriidisarfre cikitsya~ k~ayaku~thiidido~dii~itapitrmiitrii
disan-riivayavebhya iigata~ k~ayaku~fhiipasmiiriidiroga~ k~etriya ity ucyate. 'k~etriyac parak~tre 
cikitsya~· iti k~etriyasabdo nipiityate. 

3 IS 13: 149, 156, 17: 208, see also notes to AVS 3.7, 121 below. 
4 Hymns, 13, 14, 15. 
5 The Atharvaveda (Strassburg: Karl J. Tiibner, 1899), 60; see also Macdoneii-Keith, Vedic 

Index 1: 211. 
6 La doctrine, 96. 
7 The Atharva-Veda and The Ayur-Veda (Nagpur, 1961), 240. 
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Some of his characteristics allow us to place him among the general class 
of internal disease-demons associated with ytik~ma. He was definitely looked 
upon as a demon or evil by the Vedic people, as is indicated at AVS 2.10 
1-6 by the following refrain: "I release you from k~etriyti, from destruction, 
from the curse of a relative, from the foe [and) from the bond of Varut;1a. 
I make you sinless with the spell. May both heaven and earth be favorable 
to you." 8 Likewise, he is associated with seizure (grQhi), at AVS 2.10.6, 
with the curse (saptitha), sorceresses (yatudhanf) and evil spirits (arayf}, 
female demons (abhikftvanl and demons belonging to the magical realm 
(sa'!ldesyd) at 2.8.2,5; and at 2.14.5 the Sadanva-demons are said to be part 
of the k~etriytis (plural). He is specifically mentioned in relation to ytik~ma 
at AVS 2.10.5-6 and, like him, is said to dwell internally (3.7.2). At P 
5.17.1, he is mentioned as a cause of insanity (see 187, below). The only 
clue to a direct cause for the malady is found at 3.7.6, where it is said that 
he enters and takes possession of his victim because of a prepared mixture. 
Although we cannot be completely certain, it is likely that this mixture was 
a type of food derived from various cultivated plants which, when magically 
concocted and then consumed, was believed to cause the disease. 

In the Buddhist literature written in Pall, we learn of a monk who suffered 
from a disease caused by drinking a liquid made poisonous by witchcraft. 
The remedy for this condition is said to be a concoction of clay, turned up 
by a ploughshare, mixed with water.9 It is significant that the cause of the 
malady mentioned in the Pall text is the same as that which we assume 
for k~etriyti; likewise, its cure incorporated ingredients which included cul-
tivated soil. A connection with the field or soil (k~etra) is fundamental to 
its meaning, as is seen by its symbolic association with agricultural elements 
(2.8.3-5). Further support is therefore given to the notion that k~etriyti 
originally denoted a disease whose cause was considered to be the con-
sumption of a substance made harmful by sorcery. The citation of the word 
early in the grammatical text of Pat;lini points to a disease which is trans-
mitted from generation to generation. The major symptoms included sunken 
eyes (2.8.5), pain in the chest (3.7.2), and perhaps a severe rash. 

The cure for one afflicted by this demonic disease necessitated the use 
of a k~etriyti-destroying plant, which may have been called apamargti, 10 

consecrated by 2.8, for at 4.18.7 it is said to wipe away the k~etriyti. 11 Barley 
and sesame were also used in the treatment and, together with the plant, 

8 k~etriyit tvii n{rrt1fii jiimisa~sid druh6 muficiimi vtiruJJasya pisiit, aniigtisa~ brtihma!Jii 
tvii kroomi sivi te dyiviiprthivl ubhi stiim. 

9 MV 6.14.7: tena kho pana samayena afifiatarassa bhikkhuno gharadinnakiibiidho hoti. [bhagavato 
etamattham iirocesum.) anujiiniimi, bhikkhave, sitiilo!i~ piiyetu~ ti. Cf. Buddhaghosa at Saman-
tapiisiidikii (5: 1092): gharadinnakiibiidho ti- vasikara!Japiinakasamuffhitarogo; sitiilo!in ti- narigalena 
kasantassa phiile laggamattika~ udakena iilo!evtii piivetum anujiiniiml' ti attho. 

10 Later apiimiirga is prescribed against warts on the penis and other parts of the body, as 
a laxative and a promoter of secretions and against ascites and anasarca. apiimiirga taila or oil 
is poured into the ear as a treatment against ringing in the ear and deafness (Dutt and King. 
Materia Medica, 222). 

11 apiimiirg6 'pa mii~fu k~etriyti~. . . . 
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may have been originally fashioned into an amulet (2.8.2-5). From the 
passage in the Pall text, we may assume that clay was also used; this is 
confirmed by the later ritual (see below). The hom of a buck deer (3.7.1-
3) and water (3.7.5) were employed in the rite which commenced at dawn, 
when the two "unbinding" stars were visible in the sky and may have 
lasted for several days (2.8.1, 2; 3.7.4, 7). In the rite, the healer employed 
the often encountered technique of stating that he possesses the proper 
knowledge for the eradication of the demon (3.7.6.). 

The ritual prescribed in the later texts may not be too different from that 
originally performed: 
With AVS 2.8.1 [the healer] washes [the patient] outside [of the house]; with verse 
2, [he performs this action] at dawn; with verse 3, after having pulverized [together 
the plants] mentioned in the verse [and ordinary] clay and clay from an anthill; 
and after having sewn [this) up in the skin of a [recently killed] healthy animal, he 
binds [it as an amulet] around [the patient]; with verse 4, [he places] the plow yoked 
[with oxen] over [his] head [and) sprinkles [water over it]; with verse 5, in an empty 
house, he pours [some] dregs of ghee in [a cup of] water; [he pours] the remainder 
[of the dregs) in an old pit into which grass-thatch from the same house has been 
placed; [and he puts the patient in it), gives [him the water] to sip and washes [him 
with it]. With AVS 3.7 (the following action is performed): the binding [of an amulet 
made from antelope-horns], the giving [of water] to drink [to the patient], the spitting 
out [of the water]; when the stars begin to fade, [the healer] sprinkles [the patient 
with water heated] by the burning of a peg-holed piece of [antelope] skin; from an 
indeterminate quantity of barley, he takes exactly one handful [and] scatters it; he 
offers [the patient food). 12 

The mention of deer's horns or antlers is significant.13 From archaeological 
evidence we notice that horns constitute one of the dominant motifs on 
many of the seals and seatings recovered from the various Indus Valley 
sites. Perhaps one of the most famous examples is found on a seal excavated 
from Mohenjo-daro. It depicts a homed deity seated in what appears to 
be a "yogic" posture. The exact interpretation of this seal, however, is a 
very hotly debated topic. E. Mackay has pointed out that the hom of the 
rhinoceros may have had medical importance: "The horns of the rhinoceros 
are greatly esteemed in Eastern Asia, at the present day for their medicinal 
qualities and it may well be that they were valued for the same reason at 
Mohenjo-daro";14 and in a note, he adds that the cups made from the 

12 Kau5S 26.41-27.4; 27.29-31: 26.41. udagiitiim ity iipliivayati bahi~; 42. apeyam iti vyuc-
chantyam; 43. babhror iti mantroktam iikrtilo~tavalmikau parilikhya jfvako~'}yiim utsfvya badhniiti; 
27.1. namas te liirigalebhya iti sfrayogam abhisiro 'vasiflcati; 2. nama~ sanisrasiik~ebhya iti siin-
yasiiliiyiim apsu Sal!lpiitiin iinayati; 3. Uttara'!l jaratkhiite sasiiliitrrJe; 27.29. hari'}asyeti 
bandanapiiyaniicamana5arikudhiinajviileniivanak~tre 'vasiflcati; 30. amitamiitriiyti1] sakr:dgrhftiin 
yaviin iivapati; 31. bhakta'!l prayacchati. Cf. in particular Bloomfield, Hymns, 287, 336 and 
Caland, AZ, 81-82, 85; see also Henry, La magie, 204, 205. 

13 Bloomfield has pointed out that the parts of the deer are often used in magical rites. In 
addition to the use of its skin and horns at KausS 27.29-31, he mentions that its skin is 
employed as an amulet at KausS 16.13 and that its hom is used at SB 3.2.2.20, ApSS 10.9.17 
and Siintikalpa 17 and 19 (Hymns, 337). 

14 Further Excavations at Mohenjo-Daro, 1 (Delhi: Manager of Publication, Government of 
India Press, 1938), 291. 
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rhinoceros hom are revered for their ability to reveal the presence of poi-
son.15 At Mohenjo-daro, Sir John Marshall discovered pieces of the antlers 
of four different species of deer: the Kashm1r stag (Cervus cashmerianus), 
and Sambar deer (Cervus unicolor), the Hog deer (Cervus porcinus), and the 
Spotted deer (Cervus axis). 16 In describing these antlers Marshall explains 
that many of the fragments, "in addition to the flat end, have cuts and 
notches on the sides of the horns, where small fragments have been re-
moved. The flat end may have been produced either by sawing when it 
was removed from the original antler, or may subsequently have been 
ground down during the process of making powder, in which form the 
hom is utilized as medicine." 17 The antlers of the Sambar deer were also 
found at Rangpur (Period III), at Rupar18 and at Chanhu-daro.19 

It is difficult to know exactly what function the horns of the deer played 
in the healing rites of the early Indians. From the description of the frag-
ments presented by Marshall it appears that the Indus people may have 
used small pieces removed from the horns as amulets;20 or, as Marshall 
has suggested, powdered hom could have been used as a medicine.21 From 
the representation of the homed images on the various seals from the 
Indus sites, one is drawn to the interpretation that horns or antlers may 
have been utilized as part of a headdress. Similar antler-adorned headpieces 
are worn by shamans and witch-doctors in various parts of the world.22 

We can notice, therefore, that the horns constituted a part of healing ritual 
against the internal disease-demon k~etriya and were also excavated from 
archaeological sites of the early Indians, suggesting that they were used 
prior to the Aryan invasions. 

2.8 
The two illustrious stars, "unbinders," by name, have ascended. Let 

them release the lowest [and] the highest bond of k~etriya. 1. 
Let this night disappear; let the female demons disappear; let the 

k~etriya-destroying plant [cause] the k~etriya to disappear. 2. 
For your sake, let the k~etriya-destroying plant with the stalk of the 

white-sectioned, dark-brown barley, with the sesame-blossom of 
the sesame plant [cause] the k~etriya to disappear. 3. 

15 Ibid., note 1. 
16 Mohenjo-Daro and the Indus Civilization, 2: 671-72. 
171bid. 
18 S. R. Rao, "Excavations at Rangpur and Other Exploration in Gujarat," Ancient India, 18, 

19 (1962-63): 158. 
19 Ernest J. H. Mackay, Chanhu-Daro Excavations, 1935-36 (New Haven, Connecticut: Amer-

ican Oriental Society, 1943), 52-53. 
2° Cf. KausS 27.29 where such a use of an antler fragment is suggested (22 above). 
21 Such a usage is prescribed in The Bower Manuscript, Pt. 2, vs. 21: sikhinii4arv ruro~ srngam 

!lyaskandharv ghrtiiplutam, dagdham anta~ pute sviisf lihyiit tan madhusarpi~ii. See also A. F. 
Rudolf Hoernle, The Bower Manuscript, Pt. 2 (Calcutta: Office of the Superintendent of Gov-
ernment Printing, 1895): 79 and note. 

22 See Willard R. Trask, trans. Mircea Eliade, Shamanism: Archaic Techniques of Ecstasy 
(Princeton: Bollingen Foundation, 1964), 155, 462. 
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Obeisance to your ploughs; obeisance to [your] poles and yokes. Let 
the k~etriyti-destroying plant [cause] the k~etriyti to disappear. 4. 

Obeisance to those with very sunken eyes; obeisance to those demons 
belonging to the magical realm; obeisance to the lord of the field. 
Let the k~etriyti-destroying plant [cause] the k~etriyti to disap-
pear. 5. 

3.7 

Medicine is on the head of the speedy deer. By means of [his] hom, 
he has destroyed the k~etriyti, everywhere. 1. 

The buck-deer has chased you with [its] four feet. You, 0 hom, untie 
the k~etriyti who is knotted in this man's heart. 2. 

With that which glistens in the distance like a four-pinioned (sided) 
canopy, we cause every k~etriyti to vanish from your limbs. 3. 

Let those two auspicious stars, "unbinders," by name, which [are] 
in the sky, release the lowest [and] the highest bond of k~etriyti. 4. 

The waters [are] indeed medicinal; the waters [are] timfvtf;-dispellers; 
[and] the waters [are] medicines for every [disease]. [Therefore,] 
let them release you from k~etriyti. 5. 

I know the medicine for that k~etriyti who, because of a prepared 
mixture, has taken possession of you. [Therefore,] I [now] destroy 
your k~etriyti. 6. 

With the departure of the stars and with the departure of the dawns, 
let every evil [and] the k~etriyti disappear from us. 7. 



4: RAPAS 

Avs 4.13, 6.91 and ~v 7.50 are charms devoted to the removal of 
rtipas (neuter), a word which is difficult from the point of view 
both of etymology and of medical history. 1 As early as the Nirukta 

(4.2}, Yaska equated rapas with piipa, 'evil.' 2 This then served as the basis 
for the traditional interpretation of the term.3 More recently, R. Miiller has 
suggested that it is a general expression for fragility and sickness;4 while 
R. Emmerick understood it to be a "local morbid symptom," corresponding 
to the classical Indian medical use of raga. 5 

The association of rapas with yak~ma6 and with hariman ('yellowness')/ 
its cause being stated as a transgression8 and its connection with the ground, 
like k~etriya and takman, all point to a generalized internal disease-demon, 
occasionally equated with vi~a (neuter), 'poison.' 9 Likewise, it is said to 
have a divine origin 10 and is allied with various evils and demonically 
caused problems which may, on occasion, suggest the symptoms of the 
infirmity or the physical and mental states of the individual suffering from 
the attacks of such a disease-demon.U 

It was a bodily affliction12 which often attacked the foot. 13 At ~V 8.20.26, 
it is used to describe a sick person who seems to have been suffering from 
a crooked or deformed limb. 14 In addition to its being divinely sent because 
of a transgression, its form as a foot-rapas appears to have been caused by 
an evil-looking, crawling animal called ajakiiva which was known to have 

1 See Mayrhofer, Wb. 3: 41. 
2 rapo rip ram iti piipaniimanf bhav_ata!J. 
3 See in particular Sayai:ta to AVS 1.22.2, ~V 10.137.2, etc. 
• "Medizin im ~g-Veda," Asia Major, 6 (1930): 345. 
5 "Indo-Iranian concepts of disease and cure," 15; cf. also AVS 4.13.4n (127, below), where 

the equation may be rather with gada, which in the tradition of iiyurveda means 'poison,' and 
G. J. Meulenbeld, The Miidhavanidiina, 505. 

6 AVS 4.13.5. 
7 AVS 1.22.2. 
8 AVS 4.13.1. 
9 AVS 6.57.3; 6.91.1, 2 and note; RV 8.20.26; 10.59.8-10; 10.60.11. 
10 RV 2.33.7; cf. AVS 6.57.1. . 
11 At ~V 1.34.11 and 1.57.4 it is connected with sedhata ('hostility'); at ~V 2.33.3, with 

arihas ('misery'); at ~v 8.67.21, arihat{ ('misery'), dve~as ('enmity') and sarrhita which is obscure. 
Sayai:ta glosses it as 'net' (jiilam) and Geldner follows this interpretation (Der Rigveda, 2: 391). 
Renou suggests: "sarrhita ep. de rapas ou plutot mot independant. En ce dernier cas, 'compacite 
(de liens ou de forces adverses)'; ... " (EVP 7: 98). At ~V 8.18.8, it is associated with sr{dh 
('failure'); and at ~V 10.59 ther!! is a possibility that it is connected with nfn:ti ('destruction'). 

12 RV 7.34.13; 10.97.10; AVS 5.4.10; 6.91.1; cf. also RV 8.18.16, where Geldner renders 
rapas.as "Leibesschaden" (Der Rigveda, 2: 318). . 

13 RV 7.50.1-3. 
14 ic~ama rapo maruta aturasya na (n){~kartii v{hrutarr puna!J. 
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lived under the skin and to have formed a swelling or eruption which 
occurred on the vijtfman (twin?)-joint and covered the two knees and two 
ankles. 15 Likewise, it seems to have developed after contact with polluted 
water.16 Such a description of the bodily affliction of foot-rtipas implies an 
external malady; but its close association with the internal disease-demons 
makes it rather difficult to isolate as one or the otherY 

The remedies for rtipas included water18 or watery medicines,19 wind for 
resuscitation20 and the plants, barley21 and kuf?tha; the latter at AVS 5.4.10, 
is requested to eradicate, among other afflictions, bodily rtipas (tanvo rtipa~). 
We learn that in the healing rite the healer held the medicinal herbs in one 
hand, probably his left, while, with his other (right) hand, he stroked the 
patient;22 the end result being that the rtipas was forced downward and 
into the ground. takmtin23 and the unknown-ydkf?ma24 were also dispelled 
down into the ground; and a remedy for the kf?etriyti-disease required amu-
lets composed of barley.25 There is also the suggestion that cauterization 
with fire was used to eradicate the disease.26 In the ~gveda, various deities 
are said to effect the removal of rtipas. 27 

15 ~v 7.50.1-2. 
16 RV 7.50.3. 
17 There are two other possible occurrences of the word rtipas in the ~gveda; yet there is a 

debate over the correct reading for each. At ~V 1.69 .8, we read: ttit tu te dtinso ytid tihan 
samiintiir nfbhir ytid yukt6 vive rtipiinsi. Geldner renders: "Das aber ist dein [Agni) Meisterstiick, 
dass was du zersti:irtest, du diesen Schaden wieder gutmachst im Bunde mit den gleichgearteten 
Herren" (Der Rigveda, 1: 90). Aufrecht, on the strength of other occurrences of tipas with the 
root vi~, has suggested the reading: ttit tu . . . yukt6 viver tipiinsi, and translates: "Das aber 
ist eine ausserordentliche that von dir, dass du an einem und dernselben Tage mit Heiden 
verbiindet Werke vollfiihrtest" (KZ 25: 601; cf. Oldenberg, Vedic Hymns 2:67). Ukewise, at 
~v 6.31.3, the traditional reading is: dtisa prapitve tidha suryasya mu~iiytis cakrtim tivive rtipiinsi. 
Geldner renders: "'Staehle (deine Rosse) an und raube im Vorlauf das Radder Sonne!' (So) 
hast du [Indra) die Scharten ausgewetzt" (Der Rigveda, 2: 130 and note). Aufrecht would 
suggest tiviver tipiinsi, i.e. "You have carried out the works" (KZ 25: 601; cf. Olden berg, Vedic 
Hymns 2: 69). 

It is difficult to know if Aufrecht' s emendations are correct. Since the occurrence of tip as 
with the root vi~ is not uncommon (see, in particular, ~V 4.19.10; 7.21.4 and 10.147.1 which 
has the phrase viver apti~; but, the emended reading for apti~ is tipa~, Aufrecht, KZ, 25: 601-
602 and Oldenberg, Vedic Hymns, 2: 68-69), the suggested changes to the text at first seem 
reasonable. It should be noted, however, that, according to the traditional reading, Agni, a 
known healer, at ~V 1.69.8, was said to have repaired the rtipas; while Indra, who is not 
noted as a healer, at ~V 6.31.3, was said to have performed the same task. Moreover, only 
in this one instance do we find Indra in association with rtipas; whereas Agni is connected 
with it at ~V 7.50.2. A complete resolution to the problem is, therefore, not to be found. 

:: ~V 7.50.4; AVS 6.91.3. • 
20 ~V ~.20.23-25; cf. also AVS 6.57.1-3. 
21 AV~ 4.13.2-3; ~V 8.18.9 and 10.137.2-3. 

AVS 6.91.1. 
:: AV$ 4.13.6-7; cf. also ~V 10.97.11-12. 

AVS 5.22.2, 4. 
24 AVS 6.127.3. 
25 A VS 2.8.3. 
26 ~v 7.50.2. 
27 The ASvins at 1.34.11, 157.4 and 8.18.3; the ViSvedevas at 7.34.13; 10.137.5; Heaven 

and Earth at 8.18.16; 10.59.8-10; Rudra at 2.33.3 and The Adityas at 8.67.21. 



IN1ERNAL DISEASES 27 

The later ritual tradition, to which AVS 6.91 (and 5.9) is attached, points 
to a possible use of barley in the original rite: 

With AVS 5.9 and 6.91, [the healer] pours four [portions] of the dregs of ghee into 
a water-jar; two [portions are poured] on the earth; having recovered those two, 
he washes [the patient with them]; and [putting the dregs] in [a cup] with barley, 
he binds [to the patient] a barley [-amulet], while [reciting] the latter [hymn, 
i.e. 6.91].28 

The characteristics mentioned above suggest that in at least one aspect 
rtipas was conceived to be a demonically caused infirmity which, in the 
form of an ugly, worm-like creature, attacked its victim from the water 
and poisoned him. It was found to inhabit an area of the body, under an 
eruption of the skin, around the joints of both extremities. This description, 
along with the general internal symptoms of jaundice, consumption and 
mental unrest, strongly suggest dracunculiasis or guinea-worm disease.29 

It is significant that a part of its ritual cure seemed to have required that 
the creature be extracted with barley which may have been used in a type 
of poultice or as an amulet, 30 for barley is employed in the later ritual as 
an amulet and barley-meal which, along with buttermilk, is made into ball-
poultices, is mentioned in the Bhiivaprakiisa (midsixteenth century 
A.D.) as an effective means for drawing out the thread-like string of the 
guinea worm.31 

4.13 

0 gods, you gods bring [him] up again who was put down; and 
then, 0 gods, you gods revive him again who has committed 
a sin. 1. 

These two winds blow here from the Sindhu, from afar. Let the one 
blow dexterity to you; let the other blow away rtipas. 2. 

0 wind, blow medicine here; 0 wind, blow away rtipas. For you, 
who are medicine for all [diseases], go [about as] messenger of the 
gods. 3. 

Let the gods rescue this [man]; let the troops of the Maruts rescue 
[him) and let all beings rescue [him], so that he may be devoid of 
rtipas. 4. 

28 KausS 28.17-20: 17. dive svahema111 yavam iti catura udapiitre sa111piitiin iinayati; 18. dvau 
prthivyiim; 19. tau pratyahrtyiipliivayati; 20. say ave cottaretJa yava111 badhntfti. Cf. Bloomfield, 
Hymns, 507, and Caland, AZ, 90-91. On ritual using 4.13 (variant at ~V 10.137), see notes 
to 4.13, 124-28 below. 

29 See Thomas T. Mackie, eta!., A Manual of Tropical Medicine (Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders 
Company, 1945), 362-66. 

30 See notes to 6.91.1, 128-30 below. 
31 Claus Vogel, "On the Guinea-Worm Disease in Indian Medicine," Adyar Library Bulletin 

25 (1961): 62. Vogel contends that dracunculiasis did not occur in India until the eighth 
century A.D., when it was introduced by the Muslims and was given the name sntfyuka ('sinew-
worm') (58). This assertion will have to be reexamined in light of the foregoing analysis. 
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I have come to you with beneficial and healthy means; I have brought 
to you powerful dexterity [and] I [now] dispel your yak~ma. 5. 

This [is] my propitious hand; that [is] my more propitious one. This 
[is] my [hand] with medicines for all [diseases]; and that [is] the 
one with a beneficial stroke. 6. 

[It is said that] the tongue precedes words; [thus,] I stroke you by 
means of those two curative hands-hands which are ten-
branched. 7. 

6.91 

I draw out backward (unwrap) your bodily rapas with this barley 
[grown on land which] they repeatedly ploughed with yokes of 
eight [and] with yokes of six [oxen]. 1. 

[As] the wind blows downward, the sun shines downward [and] the 
COW gives milk downward, [just SO] let your Tapas go. 2. 

The waters [are] indeed medicinal; the waters [are] the amfvtf-dis-
pellers [and] the waters [are] medicines for every [disease]. [There-
fore,] let them make (be) medicine for you. 3. 

l,{V 7.50 

Protect me, 0 Mitra and Varm:ta, in this world and do not let that 
which nests and forms a swelling come to us. I remove that evil-
looking ajakava. Do not let the crawling creature befall me with 
the foot-rapas. 1. 

Let the flaming Agni expel from here that vandana which may occur 
in the vijtfman-joint [and] which may cover over the two knees, 
the two ankles. Do not let the crawling creature befall me with 
foot-rtipas. 2. 

Let all the gods drive away from here that poison which is in 
the salmaU-tree, which is in the stream [and] which is produced 
from herbs. Do not let the crawling creature befall me with 
foot-rapas. 3. 

Let all those divine rivers, swelling with water [and] auspicious to 
us, which [flow] from the slopes, from the depths (springs?) and 
from the heights (rain?), which are rich in water and waterless, be 
devoid of s{pada, devoid of s{midii. 4. 



5: H~DDYOT A (H~DROGA) (CHEST -PAIN; ANGINA 
PECTORIS?), HARIMAN (JAUNDICE) 

Avs 1.22 is a charm directed against the removal of two internal 
disease-entities or better, disease-symptoms, hrddyota and hariman. 
hrddyota or hrdroga (~V 1.50.11) is a controversial term which 

Filliozat has fairly convincingly shown to mean "eclat qui est dans le coeur" 
or simply heart-affliction, probably referring to a burning pain in the chest 
(angina pectoris?), and synonymous with hrdayifmaya1 which at AVS 6.14.1 
is an affliction associated with balasa and, at 5.30.9 and 6.127.3, is connected 
with the yak~mas and balasa. hrddyota is said to be an ailment sent to foes2 

and a disease or symptom characteristic of internal diseases.3 hariman means 
'yellowness' and quite naturally suggests jaundice, which is rather a symp-
tom than an actual malady.4 It is equally associated with a wide range of 
demons, in particular internal disease-demons, including rapas (1.22.2), 
and its residence is stated as being in the limbs.5 Since both are so closely 
connected with a vast majority of the internal disease-entities, it would 
seem likely that hrddyota, 'heart-affliction' or 'chest-pain,' and hariman, 
'yellowness,' 'jaundice,' represented the most obvious symptoms which 
these demons manifested. R. Miiller has also come to this conclusion. 6 He 
has, however, gone too far by asserting that both hrdroga (hrddyota) and 
hariman exemplify the essential fiery nature or association with the god 
Agni which lies at the root of all Vedic diseases.7 Both Filliozat8 and Karam-
belkar9 suggest a causal relationship between these two entities, i.e. the 
heart-affliction or chest-pain is the cause of, or a complication of, the yel-
lowness or jaundice. Since they often occur separately, however, the theory 
faces certain difficulties.10 The evidence suggests rather that they represent 
major disease-symptoms which, because of their frequency and intensity 
of occurrence, were looked upon as demons. 

The principal remedy for hrddyota was water,l1 while that for hariman 
was ointment (afijana). 12 The present charm (1.22) demonstrates the use 

1 La doctrine, 89-90 and n. 
2 AVS 5.20.12. 
3 AVS 6.24.1. 
4 Filliozat, La doctrine, 89. Karambelkar, however, asserts that it is a proper disease (The 

Atharva-Veda and the Ayurveda, 205). 
5 AVS 9.8.9. 
6 "Die Gelbsucht der Alt-Inder," ]anus, 34 (1930): 188-89. 
7 "Medizin im ~g-Veda," Asia Major, 9 (1930): 359-61, and "Die Gelbsucht ... ," 186. 
8 La doctrine, 89. 
9 The Atharva-Veda and the Ayurveda, 207-209. 
10 See also R. Milller, "Medizin im ~g-Veda," 360-61. 
11 AVS 6.24.1. 
12 AVS 4.9.3; 19.44.2. 
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of associative magic for the removal of these two symptoms. The purpose 
of the healing rite as illustrated by this charm was to eliminate the undesired 
bodily condition and to replace it with the desired one. The sun, which is 
the source of heat and is yellow in color, is a suitable place to send the 
patient's burning chest-pain and jaundice. The redness of the bull, ap-
proximating the normal hue of a healthy individual, is the desired color. 
In every way, the healer endeavors to surround the victim with redness 
(verses 1-3). His aim was to overwhelm and to drive away the undesired 
color with the desired one. In the final verse, the healer exorcises the demon, 
i.e. jaundice, with the use of birds which are naturally yellow and thus 
suitable hosts for jaundice.13 He requests them to remove the yellowness 
and to carry it completely away to a place, perhaps near the sun, where it 
could no longer affect anyone. This charm represents one of the best ex-
amples of associative or sympathetic magic among the healing hymns of 
the ~g- and Atharva-Vedas. 

The often quoted ritual practice prescribed in the Kausika Sutra is an 
excellent example of this principle found among many archaic and primitive 
peoples, as is well illustrated by Sir James Frazer.14 The actions may, there-
fore, be not too different from those originally performed: 
With AVS 1.22, [the healer] makes [the patient] sip [water] mixed with the hair of 
that mentioned in the hymn (i.e. a red bull); and, after having poured [water] over 
the back [of the bull], [he makes the patient sip it]; having seated [the patient] on 
the [red] hide, he binds a [piece of] peg-holed [hide steeped] in cow's milk and 
smeared with the dregs of ghee [as an amulet around his neck]; he gives [him the 
milk] to drink; [he gives him] food of rice-pap mixed with tumeric (haridrii); having 
smeared [him from the head,] ending with the tip of the toe, with both the remnants 
[of the pap] and [the pap] not yet eaten, and then having bound [the birds] mentioned 
in the hymn [i.e. the parrot, the ropai']Qkii (thrush) and haridrava (yellow wagtail)-
all yellow in color] by the left legs at the foot of a couch [on which the patient is 
placed], he washes [the birds and the patient] with water; [after having given him 
a stirred food or pap,] he makes [the patient] step forth; [he] allows [the patient] to 
address the noisy [birds with the hymn, in order to quieten them]; [finally], having 
smeared the breast-hairs [of the red-hull's hide] with gum [in order to make them 
stick together] and having covered them with gold(?), [he binds it as an amulet 
around the patient].15 

13 Henry, La magie, 182. 
14 The Golden Bough (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1963, abridged edition), 12-55. 
15 KausS 26.14-21: 14. anu siiryam iti mantroktasya lomamisram acamayati; 15. p~fhe cani!fa; 

16. sankudhana~ carmal}y asfnaya dugdhe sa~patavanta~ badhnati; 17. payayati; 18. haridrau-
danabhuktam ucchi~tanucchi~tena prapadat pralipya mantroktan adhas talpe haritasiitrel}a 
savyajanghasu baddhvavasnapayati; 19. prapadayati; 20. vadata upasthtfpayati; 21. kro4alomani 
jatuna sa~dihya jatariipe1Jtfpidhapya. See also Bloomfield, Hymns, 263-64 and Caland, AZ, 
75-76, who has a slightly different rendering for the last siitra. Cf. also Henry, who explains 
that the charm and the later rite are examples both of homeopathic and of allopathic magic, 
La magie, 182 and n. 
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1.22 

Let your hrddyotti (chest-pain) and yellowness go up to the sun. [For] 
we surround you with the color of the red bull. 1. 

We surround you with the red colors so that you may live for a long 
time. In order that he be without rtipas, likewise, let him be 
yellowless. 2. 

In [their] every shape [and] in [their] every nourishment, we surround 
you with those cows whose divinity is red (Rohil).i) and who are 
[themselves] red. 3. 

We put your yellowness on to the parrots [and) on to the 
ropa1J3kiis. Also we deposit your yellowness on to the haridravas. 4. 



6: BALASA (SWELLING) 

A vs 6.14 and 6.127 are cha~ devoted principally to the eradication 
of the disease-demon balasa who appears to have been a type of 
symptomatic swelling commonly associated with internal diseases. 

The native commentators Saya~a and Mah1dhara (to VS 12.97) have 
understood the word to mean consumption or tuberculosis; and this was 
followed by H. Zimmer. Grohmann considered it to be a type of aqueous 
sore or swelling commonly found on a fever-patient. Ludwig has rendered 
it as 'dropsy'; Bloomfield, however, has explained that its exact meaning 
is uncertain.1 Filliozat, after examining the occurrence in the Vedic literature 
and the texts of classical Indian medicine, concluded that it probably referred 
to "affections oedemateuses";2 and Karambelkar, considering that balasa 
is related to kilasa(leukoderma) in form, posited that it was a skin-disease.3 

The Atharvavedic hymns imply that balasa was a type of internal disease, 
yak~ rna, 4 being called specifically, the brother of takman. 5 He is said to be 
seated in the limbs, in the joints, to loosen the bones and the joints and to 
afflict the heart.6 He is described as testicle-like lumps situated in the armpif 
and perhaps as having a red color similar to vidradha (abscess) and vistilpaka 
(visalpa), 8 a type of cutaneous swelling.9 One of his causes appears to have 
been excessive emotion, for he is said to arise out of desire, abhorrence, 
and from the heart.10 

The healer removed him by cutting him out (surgically), requesting him 
to dry up, become like ash, and fly away.11 The principal remedy for him 
was the cfpudru-plant, 12 which may have been called specifically the 

1 Macdoneli-Keith, Vedic Index, 2: 61-62. 
2 La doctrine, 9 8. 
3 The Atharoa-Veda and the Ayuroeda, 219. 
• AVS 9.8.10; cf. also AVS 6.127.3. 
5 AVS 5.22.11-12. 
6 AVS 6.14.1; cf. also AVS 5.30.9; 6.127.3 and 9.8.8. 
7 AVS 6.127.2. 
8 AVS 6.127.1, 3; cf. 9.8.2, 20 and VS 12.97 at~".: 10.97.23n, where upadt (cf. apadt), and 

pakiini (hemorrhoids?) are mentioned along with biilasa (248-49, below). 
9 vistilpaka (visalpti) appears also to be a type of ytik~ma affecting all limbs (AVS 6.127.3; 

9.8.3, 5; 19.44.2; cf. also VS 12.97 at ~V 10.97.23n) which is specified as a type of head 
affliction, located in the two ears, the two eyes and the ktinkii~as (?) (AVS 6.127.3; 9.8.1-2). 
He is said to contain poison and is associated with vidradhti (abscess), viitikiirti (a symptom of 
injury caused by a wound) and alaj{ (a type of abscess) (AVS 9.8.20). like balasa and jaundice, 
etc., one of its remedies included afijana (ointment) (AVS 19 .44.2). It is, therefore, likely that 
vis~lpaka_ was also a demonically caused cutaneous swelling, symptomatic of internal diseases. 

AVS 9.8.8. 
11 AVS 6.14.2, 3; 9.8.10; see also Karambelkar, The Atharoa-Veda and the Ayuroeda, 220. 
12 AVS 6.127.2. 
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balasa-destroying plant.13 Ointment (afljana) was also said to be effective 
against him and against yellowness or jaundice, both of whom were symp-
toms of takmtin, 14 and the jarigiqa-amulet was employed to protect the 
patient from further attacks from balasa and takmtin by making them pow-
erless.15 

Being derivative and secondary, the ritual mentioned in the later text 
has very little to offer to our understanding of the original practice: 

With AVS 6.14, [the healer] sprinkles [the patient] with water by means of a wood-
chip which is smeared with the dregs of ghee on a reed-mat [situated] in water. 
With AVS 6.127, [the healer] anoints (the patient] with a [pulverized piece] of palasti-
wood, four fingers wide (or long) and pours the dregs of ghee over the head of one 
seized by Varux:ta (i.e. suffering from ascites). 16 

There is the faint possibility that the plant clpudru mentioned at AVS 6.127.2 
is the same as the paliisa-tree referred to in the ritual text. 

The implication, therefore, is that balasa was considered to be a swelling 
or an eruption on the skin, symptomatic, like jaundice, of internal disorders. 
This then could have given rise to its inclusion as one of the internal demons 
of disease. 

6.14 

Destroy every balasa, who is seated in the limbs and in the joints, 
the indwelling one who loosens the bones and the joints [and] 
afflicts the heart. 1. 

I eradicate the balasa of the balasa-victim, like a mu~karti (or pu~karti, 
'lotus') [and] I cut through his link [to the body] as the root of the 
urviiru-plant (gourd). 2. 

0 balasa, fly forth out of here, as the very young iisut?lgti (-bird?), 
and like the annual grass, pass away without destroying 
[our] men. 3. 

6.127 

0 tree, 0 herb, do not let even a small bit of the red balasa, the 
vidradhti (abscess), the vistilpaka (swelling) remain. 1. 

0 balasa, your two withdrawn testicles which are hidden in the arm-
pit, I know the splendid medicine for that-clpudru. 2. 

We tear away the vistilpaka (swelling) who is in the limbs, in the two 
ears [and] in the two eyes, the vidradhti (abscess) [and) the heart-
affliction; [likewise] we dispel down [and] away that unknown 
ytik~ma. 3. 

13 AVS 8.7.10; cf. VS 12.97 at ~V 10.97.23n (248-49 below). 
14 AVS 4.9.3, 5. 
15 AVS 19.34.10. 
16 KausS 29 .30; 26.34; 26.39: 29 .30. asthisra'?lsam iti sakaleniipsv ite Sa'?lpiitavatiivasiiicati; 

26.34. upottamena paliisasya caturarigeniilimpati; 26.39. paiicamena varurJagrhilasya miirdhni 
sa'?lpiitiin iinayati. Cf. Bloomfield, Hymns, 463, 530, and Caland, AZ, 79, 80, 95. See also 
chapter on Ascites, below, 62. 



7: T AKMAN (FEVERS; MALARIA, ETC.)1 

A vs 1.25; 5.22; 6.20 and 7.116(121) are charms aga!nst the internal 
disease-demon, par excellence, takman, and AVS 5.4; 6.95 and 
19.39 are charms used in the consecration of its principal cure, 

the ku~tha-plant. 
Since V. Grohmann made the astute observation that takman bore a very 

close resemblance to malarial fever, nothing new has been advanced on 
the subject. 2 As many of the symptoms and characteristics, which we are 
about to outline, demonstrate, the disease takman in many of its qualities 
resembles malaria as it was first described in the Hippocratic works and in 
the writings of Celsus. 3 Likewise, the references to its most severely felt 
occurrence during the rainy season allude to the anopheles mosquitoes which 
breed abundantly during this time of the year and act as vectors of the 
disease. Not all of the symptoms, however, correspond precisely to what 
we know to be the tropical disease malaria, suggesting that all similar types 
of disease characterized by high fever and chills must be meant. The dom-
inant febrile malady indicated by takman is, nevertheless, malaria; in which 
case, this would be the earliest recorded testimony of the occurrence of the 
disease. 

We hope to show that to the Vedic Indians, its cause-indeed, the demon 
itself-was conceived to be something quite different: they considered, 
above all, takman to be a divinity,4 who, in the form of the thunder and 
lightning which accompanied the monsoon rains, attacked his victim, 
bringing about the morbid bodily condition characterized by intermittent 
and recurring fevers, chills along with other symptoms. 

1 A shorter version of this chapter has appeared; see my "Fever in Vedic India," JAOS, 
103.3 (1983): 617-21. 

2 "Medizinisches aus dem Atharva-Veda, mit besonderem Bezug auf den Takman," IS, 9: 
381-423; Weber was perhaps the first western scholar to make the connection between takmtin 
and fever, IS 4: 419. For other references see in particular Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 1: 
294-96; R. Miiller, "Der Takman des Atharoaveda . . . ," Artibus Asiae (Leipzig) 6(1937): 230-
42; Filliozat, La doctrine, 96-7; Karambelkar, who tried to find three separate febrile diseases 
in the word: malarial fever, influenza and typhoid fever, The Atharoa-veda and The Ayur-
veda, 289, and K. Hoffmann, Aufsiitze, 1: 153-54. 

3 See A. Castiglioni, A History of Medicine, trans. from Italian by E. B. Krumbhaar, second 
rev. ed. (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1947), 163, 207-208. 

4 It became deified by its association with other gods: Homage is pa}d to it along with Rudra 
and King Varul)ll (AVS 6.20.2); it is called the son of Varul)ll (AVS 1_.25.3); it is given the 
epithet the thousand-eyed immortal (P 5.21.7 = 13.1.14) which at AVS 11.2.3 is Rudra. It is 
associated with Yall}a (P 19.12.11); it accompanies the gods (P 1.45.1) and it is extolled and 
called breath at AVS 11.4.11. 
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Symptoms and associations 

The chief symptom which the takman-victim exhibits is a hot-cold fever-
syndrome.5 He also suffers from severe headaches, pounding in the eyes, 
bodily rdpas, 6 thirst/ and redness and soreness of the joints. 8 He is often 
jaundiced,9 coughs, and is afflicted by the disease-entities of balasa (swell-
ing), udyugd (uncontrollable shaking?), pamdn (rash), anvrja (anvrju) (?) 
and ydk~ma. 10 In fact, takmdn is put in a familiar relationship with baltfsa 
(swelling), his brother, cough, his sister and pamdn (rash), his evil cousin.U 

Types 

The ancient Indians understood the types of takmdn to be that which 
recurs daily (quotidian), in two days, every third day (tertian), and that 
which has the third day free (quartan?), that which is continual, that which 
lasts the entire year, and that which attacks in the autumn, in the summer 
and in the rainy season.12 

Various epithets 

As we have noticed, takmdn has a special connection with the yellow 
color of jaundice; in fact, he is called the god of the yellow one.13 He is 
also known to be of a red, a brown and a grey color.14 He is called the fist-
striker of the sakambhard (?), 15 malicious, 16 powerful, 17 unruly, 18 wild, 19 
shaking, driving and violent, 20 evil, awesome, indestructible and inciting. 21 
He is said to enter men22 and to make them tremble.23 He also has an 
esoteric name, hruqu, which is important for his removaJ.24 

5 See AVS 1.25.4; 5.22.2, 10, 13; 7.116(121).1; P 1.45.1-3; 16.74.6. 
6 AVS 5.4.10; 19.39.10. 
7 P 1.45.1. 
8 AVS 5.22.3. 
9 See AVS 1.25.2, 3; 5.22.2; 6.20.3; cf. also AVS 4.9.3, 8; 19.44.1, 2. 
10 See AVS 4.9.8; 5.4.9; 5.22.10-12; P 1.45.4; 5.21.6; see also AVS 5.30.16 where the hundred 

pains (satarrr r6pls) of takmtin are said to have been exorcised along with ytik~ma. 
11 See AVS 5.22.12. 
12 See AVS 1.25.4; 5.22.13; 9.8.6; 19.34.10; 19.39.10; P 1.32.5; 1.45.1. 
13 AVS 1.25.2, 3. 
14 See AVS 5.22.3; 6.20.3; P 1.45.2; 19.12.10. 
15 AVS 5.22.4. 
16 AVS 5.22.6. 
17 AVS 5.22.9. 
18 AVS 6.20.1; 7.116(121).2. 
19 A VS 6.20.3. 
20 AVS 7.116(121).1. 
21 p 1.45.1-3. 
22 p 1.45.2. 
23 AVS 9.8.6. 
24 AVS 1.25.2, 3. 
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Cause and identification with lightning and thunder 

At AVS 11.2.22 and 26, fever and cough are called Rudra's missiles or 
arrows which were conceived to be lightning streaks accompanied with 
thunder, i.e. the noise of a stallion horse.25 Likewise, takmtin is said to strike 
with a thunderbolt, 26 to possess dreaded missiles, 27 to be flashing and pos-
sessing fiery weapons, 28 to be a flame-thrower29 and to be a flash of light-
ning.30 He is characterized as resounding thunderl1 whose fading noise 
may resemble that of a chattering drunkard.32 In his aspect as lightning, 
the poet-healer relates a mythological story which recounts how, as Agni, 
he was born from the waters (the rain-clouds).33 

In another charm (AVS 1.12) whose use, according to the tradition, is 
both in a medical rite34 and in a rite against bad weather,35 there are sim-
ilarities between the afflictions caused by takmtin and those brought about 
by lightning and thunder. In verse 2, the healer makes obeisance and wor-
ships that demon who takes possession of every limb by heat and is known 
as the seizer who seized the joints.36 Likewise, in verse 3, the demonic 
lightning and thunder is said to have entered the victim's every joint and 
made his head ache and caused him to cough.37 The charm's first verse 

25 Vs.22. ytisya takma k!sikii het{r e"kam tisv~syeva v~1!7Jal} krtinda iti, abhipiirvti'!l niT7]tiyate 
ntimo astv asmai. V~.26: mii no rudra takmtinii mii vi~7Ja mii nal} sti'!l srii divyiniign{nii, anytitriismtid 
vidyuta'!l piitayaitiim. 

26 AVS 5.22.6. 
27 AVS 5.22.7. 
28 AVS 6.20.1. 
29 AVS 6.20.3. 
30 p 19.12.10. 
31 p 13.1.9. 
32 AVS 6.20.1; p 19.12.10. 
33 See AVS 1.25.1; P 1.45.1.2; cf. also AVS 5.22.3 where it is called the son of the grey one 

(i.e. rain-cloud). 
34 Sayal).a prescribes its use in a rite against disease "born of the derangement of the viita, 

pitta and s1e~man" at KausS 26.1-9 (viitapittas1e~mavikiiraje~u); see also Ke5ava: atha viitapit-
tas1e~mii7Ji bhai~ajyiiny ucyante. At AthPariS 34.7 it is counted as among "the group of hymns 
for the destruction of takmtin" (takmaniisanaga7Ja); and the AV-Anukrama7JI describes it as a 
hymn for the "destruction of ytik~ma" (ytik~maniisana'!l siiktam). Verse 3 is found among the 
mrgiira-hymns at KausS 27.34 against all diseases (cf. Bloomfield, Hymns, 247-48 and Whitney-
Lanman, Pt. 1, 12-13). 

35 Sayal).a mentions that it is also to be used in a rite for the warding off of bad (cloudy) 
weather and heavy rain at KausS 38.1-7 (tathii durdinaniviira7Je ativ~ter niviira7Je ca). Cf. 
Ke5ava: atha naimittikiiny ucyante, i.e., durdinaviniiSakarma7Jii'!l vidhi'!l va~yiimal} (cf. Whitney-
Lanman, Pt. 1, 13). 

36 tinge-ange sod~ii sisriyiil]ti'!l namasytintas tvii hav{~ii vidhema, ankant samankan havi~ii vi-
dhema yo tigrabhil ptirviisyii grtibhilii. P 1.17 .2 has in ab: . . . sisriyiii]O yo agrabhil parurasya 
grabhilii and in cd: . . . yajiimi hrdi srito manaso yo jajiina, "I sacrifice . . . [of him] who, 
contained in the heart, was born of the mind(?)" (cf. Renou, JA, 252: 427). 

37 muflcti Sr~aktya utti kiisti ena'!l ptiru~-parur iivivisii yo asya, yo abhraja viitajii ytis ca su~mo 
vtinaspatlnt sacatii'!l ptirvatiii!IS ca. In cd, the notions of the flash (su~ma, cf. Bloomfield, ZDMG, 
48: 565-74 and Hymns, 7 and Filliozat, La doctrine, 140 n) and being born of the wind and 
of the thundercloud, which is requested to direct itself to the trees and the mountains, brings 
to mind the technique employed by the healer who sends the takmtin back to the mountains 
where it originated (AVS 5.22.5, 8, 9, 12; P 13.1.9, 15) to attack others (AVS 5.22.6, 7; 6.20.1; 
cf. p 1.45.3; 13.1.9). 
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presents an interesting mythological episode in which the thunder and 
lightning are called the first bright bull, born of the jariiyujti (cloud conceived 
as after-birth?),38 of the wind and of the thundercloud, which proceeds 
with the rain making a roaring noise.39 This mythological story suggests 
the origin of takmtin who, like Agni, was born of the rain-clouds. Although 
this charm does not specifically mention takmtin, it does present elements 
which point to a connection between the demonic power of lightning and 
thunder and the disease-demon takmtin. 40 

It is not difficult, therefore, to see why these ancient people sympathet-
ically associated their morbid bodily condition with a demonic deity who 
struck with a thunderstorm. To be sure, there was the connection between 
the rains and the outbreak of fever. The people, however, were quite un-
aware of any further association. The jaundice and the cough were to them 
caused by the yellow streak of lightning, and the thunder which accom-
panied it-a deep cough could quite easily resemble the sound of thunder. 
Similarly, the severe heat of the fever and the delirium were aspects of the 
fiery, unruly, wild and violent nature of the demon. Likewise, the throbbing 
and heat in the head and the pounding in the eyes were his flashing and 
thundering qualities manifesting themselves in the victim's body. In almost 
every instance, this connection seems to hold true. The most dreaded dis-
ease-demon of ancient India, takmtin, therefore, was conceived to be the 
lightning and thunder which entered an unsuspecting victim. 

Cure 

The cure for one possessed by such a demonic force required a rather 
elaborate ritual. First, the healer had to appease the demon. He did this 
by paying homage to him.41 He then had to gain access to his world. This 
was accomplished by knowing the secret key, the demon's esoteric name, 
hni4u. 42 Once he had appeased him and had entered his realm, he could 
then dispel him. He sent him, like other internal demons of disease, back 
to where he originated,43 and also downward, deep into the ground, where 
he would be harmless to living things. 44 Because of his awesome destructive 

38 Cf. Filliozat, La doctrine, 124. 
39 jariiyuja~ prathama !fSrfyii vf~ii Viitiibhraja stanayann eti vr~tyQ, Sa no mr4iiti tanvd rjugo 

rujan ya e'kam 6jas tredhii vicakrame. P 1.17.1 has in b: viitabhrajii (so also, Roth-Whitney for 
Sau) etu; and inc: mr4iit (cf. Renou, JA, 252: 427 and Hoffmann, IIJ, 11: 2-3.). The reques_t 
of the lightning and thunder to spare the body in cd, brings to mind the refrain of A VS 
1.25.1-3 in which the healer beseeches the takman to pass over its intended victims. 

40 Weber went as far as to entitle the charm: "Gegen hitzige Fieber (Against Burning Fever)," 
IS, 4: 405; similarly, Bloomfield: "Prayer to lightning, conceived as the cause of fever, headache, 
and cough," Hymns, 7. 

41 See AVS 1.25.1-4; 6.20.1-3; 7.116(121).1; P 1.45.1, 2, 4. 
42 AVS 1.25.2-3. 
43 See AVS 5.22.5, 8, 9, 12, 14(?); P 13.1.9, 15. 
44 See AVS 5.22.2-4; cf. AVS 19.39.10. 
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force, he often sent him to attack enemies and other undesirables.45 Perhaps 
the most interesting substitute victims to which the healer dispatched takman 
were frogs46 which, as we know from the famous Frog-hymn of ~V 7.103, 
were most active during the rains, filling the air with the melodious notes 
of their chorus.47 The use of a frog is also found in later ritualistic literature 
from which we may gain insight into its purpose. At KausS 32.17 the 
prescription is as follows: 
While reciting AVS 7.116(121) the healer does as in the case of birds (see KausS 
26.18), i.e. he binds with a red thread and a blue thread a frog, stripped like reeds, 
by the feet (or armpits) [to the bed on which the patient is made to lie down and 
sprinkles him with water).48 

From this, we notice that the frog, whose nature is cool and wet, served 
as the receptacle for the hot fever. Bloomfield49 and Henry50 consider that 
such a practice is an example of allopathic, as opposed to homeopathic, 
medicine which is exemplified at KausS 26.14-21 (AVS 1.22), where yellow 
birds are used to carry away the yellowness (jaundice) of a patient. This 
is, indeed, one explanation. Filliozat, however, has proposed a different, 
equally valid, interpretation: 

La presence de Ia grenouille pourrait contrebalancer Ia fievre proprement dite mais 
non pas le froid du frisson. D' autre part, dans Ia prescription, les mots "comme les 
oiseaux" se rapportent a ce qui est dit dans une prescription anterieure (26.18) 
d'apres laquelle on doit attacher au bas de Ia couche du malade "ceux qui sont 
mentionnes dans le vers vedique a reciter a cette occasion" (AV 1.22.4), c'est-a-
dire des oiseaux jaunes auxquels on renvoie le jaune d'un malade atteint de jaunisse. 
Dans ce cas les oiseaux jaunes, loin d'etre utilises pour combattre le symptome 
morbide le sont pour attirer le jaune anormal chez le malade vers le jaune qui est 
normal chez eux. La grenouille a done chance de representer plutot un habitat 
d'election pour le froid du frisson qu'un element ennemi de Ia fievre. 51 

In this way, Filliozat understands both the yellow birds and the frog to be 
used homeopathically or, to use Frazer's term, sympathetically, in the heal-
ing rite. Both explanations seem valid in their own way. Bloomfield and 
Henry have taken into account the hot aspect of the fever, but have ne-
glected the cold (sua). Filliozat, on the other hand, has focused upon an 
explanation of the fever's chilly nature, but has not given due consideration 
to its hot (riira) aspect. It seems that, by its very nature, the frog, both in 
the original ritual and in that prescribed in the later siitra, may have been 

45 See AVS 5.22.6, 7, 12(?); 6.20.1; cf. P 1.45.3; 13.1.9. 
46 AVS 17.116(121).2. 
47 See Geldner, Der Rigveda, 2: 271-73 and L. Renou, Hymnes speculatifs du Vida (Paris: 

Gallimard, 1956), 45, 235 and EVP, 16: 112-13. 
48 namo riiriiyeti sakunfn ive~ikiifljimarJ4Ukal!l nllalohitiibhyiil!l siitriibhyiil!l sakak~al!l baddhvii. 

See also Caland, AZ, 106, and Bloomfield, Hymns, 565-66. 
49 Ibid., 566-67. 
50 La magie, 181. 
51 Magie et medecine (Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 1943), 101. 
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purposely and symbolically used, so that both qualities of the demonic 
takmtin could find a suitable host. In this way, both interpretations, though 
different are in basic agreement. 

On the use of frogs in healing rites in Europe, Grohmann has noted an 
interesting Bohemian practice in which a frog is used to cure the chills of 
fever. Accordingly, a green frog, which is caught on a dewy morning pre-
ceding St. George's day, is sewn into a bag which is hung around the neck 
of a patient unaware of its contents. It is to remain there for nine days, 
during which time the patient is to recite nine Lord's Prayers, one each 
day before sunrise. On the ninth day, he must go, praying, to a river, throw 
the bag into it, return home praying, and never look back. 52 

The remainder of the siitras connected with takmtin also indicate a fun-
damentally symbolic ritual, reflecting a definite archaism: 
With AVS 1.25, (the healer] heats an axe, while muttering (the hymn]; [then,) plung-
ing [the axe] into water in order to bring the liquid to a boil, he sprinkles [it over 
the patient]. With A VS 5.22 (also 6.20), [the healer] gives [the patient] a gruel made 
from fried rice to drink; by means of a copper vessel, he pours the dregs [of the 
gruel] over the head [of the patient and] into [a fire stemming from] a conflagration. 53 

The two basic remedies or medicines which the healer employed were 
afijana, ointment, probably used to remove the jaundice and balasa (cuta-
neous swelling) symptoms of the fever, 54 and the plant ku~tha. As a pro-
phylactic measure the jarigiqa-amulet was worn to render the fever pow-
erless. 55 

ku~tha was considered to be the principal medicine for one suffering 
from fever.56 He was known to be a divine, aromatic plant57 with all-
pervading strength, 58 the medicine for all diseases, 59 and the choicest among 
herbs.60 He was said to be thrice-born from various divinities61 and known 
by ancient venerable men.62 Most importantly, he was closely connected 
with Soma,63 even being called his brother.64 For his consecration, the 

52 IS, 9: 414. Cf. also Bloomfield, Hymns, 567-68. See also Bloomfield's excellent discussion 
of the use of frogs and the water-plant tivakii for the quenching of fire, AJPh, 11: 342-50. 

53 Kau5S 26.25; 29.18-19(31.7): 26.25. yad agnir iti parasu~ japa~s tiipayati kviithayaty ava-
siflcati; 29.18-19(31.7).18. agnis takmiinam iti liijiin piiyayati; 19. diive lohitapiitretJa miirdhni 
sa~piitiin iinayati. Cf. Bloomfield, Hymns, 270, 443; 468 and Caland, AZ, 77, 93, 96. See also 
Henry, La magie, 181, 18~, 186-87. • 

54 See in particular AVS 4.9.3, 8; cf. AVS 19.44.1, 2. 
55 AVS 19.34.10. 
56 See in particular AVS 5.4.1, 2. 
57 AVS 19.39.1; p 1.45.4. 
58 AVS 5.22.3; 19.39.10. 
59 AVS 19.39.5-9. 
60 AVS 5.4.9; 19.39.4. 
61 These included the Siimbus (?), the descendants of the Ail.giras, Adityas and ViSvedevas 

(AVS 19.39.5). At P 1.93.1 he is said to have been born three ~es from Vrua, three times 
from the sky, three times from Soma and three _!imes from the Adityas. 

62 I.e. lkl}vaka, Kamya, Vasa and Matsya (A VS 19.39. 9). 
63 See AVS 19.39.5-8; P 1.93.1; cf. also A. Hillebrandt, Vedische Mythologie (1927; rpt. 

Hildesheim: Georg Olms, 1965), 1: 244-47 and notes to AVS 5.4.2-3, 151, below. 
64 p 2.32.3. 
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healer quite insistently relied on mythological events concerning his origin. 
He is said to have been born and acquired by the gods from the divine 
place where there is the appearance of immortality. This place was said to 
be in the third heaven from here, where there is the seat of the gods, the 
asvatthti-tree. It is where golden boats with golden rigging sail about and 
where there are the highest peaks of the Himavant,65 the birthplace of 
eagles.66 We are told that the golden boats with golden oars, traveling on 
golden courses, transported the plant to the mountain. 67 His mother's name 
is jlvala ('perennial') and his father's name is jlvantti ('life-giving')68 or 
uttamti ('choicest').69 He is given three names, naghamiirti ('non-destroying'), 
naghari~a ('harmless') and ku~fha70 or uttamti ('choicest'f1 which the healer 
was to recite individually at evening, in the morning, and during the day 
(i.e. continually).72 He is also referred to as rescuing.73 It is interesting to 
note that the healing plant-goddess Arundhati is also said to be 
naghiiri~a ('harmless') and a rescuer as well as jlvala ('perennial') and 
jlvantf ('life-giving').74 Apparently, the poet-healer was intentionally as-
sociating the male plant ku~fha with the already recognized female healing 
plant-divinity Arundhati in an effort, perhaps, further to increase his ef-
ficacy.75 He is given the epithet of the embryo of the herbs, of the Himavant 
and of every being?6 We are also informed that he was a valuable item of 
trade brought from the mountains in the north to the people in the east 
where the choicest types were bartered. 77 He was also used, among other 
things, with ointment (afljana), as a means of winning a woman's love/8 
and in a treatment against poison. 79 

The hymns themselves do not tell us how or in which form the ku~fha
plant was employed. At KausS 28.13, however, the plant is to be crushed, 
mixed with fresh butter and rubbed on the patient from his head to his 
feet. 80 In the tradition of later Indian medicine, its aromatic root is used, 
among other things, for cough and fever and also as a pastille for fumi-
gation.81 Because ku~fha is termed an aromatic plant with all-pervasive 

65 AVS 5.4.1, 3-4; 6.95.1-2; 19.39.1, 6-8; cf. alsoP 1.93.3-4; 5.21-3; 13.1.9. 
66 AVS 5.4.2. 
67 AVS 5.4.3; cf. p 5.21.3. 
68 AVS 19.39.3; cf. p 1.93.2. 
69 AVS 5.4.9. 
70 AVS 19.39.2. 
71 See AVS 5.4.9. 
72 AVS 19.39.2-4. 
73 AVS 19.39.1. 
74 See AVS 8.7.6; cf. AVS 8.2.6 abd. 
75 See chapter 21 below, 96. 
76 AVS 6.95.3. 
77 See AVS 5.4.2, 8: cf. P 1.93.4, where he is said to have been dug up from the Himavant 

with sharp spades. 
78 AVS 6.102.3. 
79 p 1.93. 
80 ku~fhalingabhir navanilamisre1Jtfpratihtfrart~ pralimpati; see also Caland, AZ, 89 and cf. 

Bloomfield, Hymns, 415. 
81 See Dutt and King, Materia Medica, 181. 
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strength, one might speculate that the healer originally utilized the plant 
as a type of fumigant to help ward off and dispel the demon. 

1.25 
Because Agni burned the waters by entering [them], the place where 

those, who uphold the law, perform obeisance, they say, is [tak-
mtin's] highest birthplace. You, 0 takmtin, who are all-knowing, 
pass over us. 1. 

Whether you are a flame, or whether [you are] a hot glow, or whether 
your birthplace is desirous of the wood chips, you, 0 god of the 
yellow one, are, by name, hruqu. You, 0 takmtin, who are all-
knowing, pass over us. 2. 

Whether [you are] burning, or whether [you are) consuming, or 
whether you are the son of King Varu:r:ta, you, 0 god of the yellow 
one, are, by name, hrUtfu. You, 0 takmtin, who are all-knowing, 
pass over us. 3. 

I perform obeisance to the chilly takmtin; [I perform) obeisance to the 
deliriously hot [and) to the radiant [takmtin]. Let there be obeisance 
[to the takmtin] who approaches daily (quotidian) and in two days 
[and) to the [takmtin] who recurs every third day (tertian). 4. 

5.22 
Let Agni expel the takmtin from here; [let] Soma, the pressing stone 

[and) Varu:r:ta of refined dexterity [expel him]; [let) the sacrificial 
altar, the barhls (sacrificial grass) and the blazing sacrificial fuel 
[expel him). Let the enemies be gone! 1. 

May you now, 0 takmtin, who turns everybody yellow [and] who 
heats [them] like a scorching fire, become completely powerless; 
and then, go downward ever so deep. 2. 

You, [0 herb,) who have all pervading strength, dispel down [and) 
away the takmtin who [is] grey, son of the grey one [and] red like 
(saw-) dust. 3. 

After having made obeisance to takmtin, I drive [him] downward. Let 
the fist-striker of sakambharti return to the Mahavn>as. 4. 

His home is [both among) the Miijavants [and among) the Mahavn;as. 
Whenever you come into being, 0 takmtin, among the Balhikas is 
the place where you should reside. 5. 

0 malicious takmtin, keep silent; 0 deformed one, keep amply away 
[from us]; seek out the escaping slave-girl; strike her with a thun-
derbolt. 6. 

0 takmtin, go to the Miijavants or to the Balhikas further on; seek 
out the lustful-young Siidra-girl [and), 0 takmtin, shake her up 
a bit. 7. 

When you have departed, [go and) consume your kinsmen: the Ma-
havr!!as and the Miijavants. We [shall] point out to takmtin these 
[and) those others' fields. 8. 
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If you aren't satisfied with the others' field [and must return; then,] 
may you, being powerful, look favorably upon us. [Since] takman 
has now become anxious, [we hope] he will travel to the Bal-
hikas. 9. 

Since you, being chilly and then deliriously hot, make [this man] 
shiver [and] cough, indeed, 0 takman, pass over us with those 
your dreaded missiles. 10. 

I conjure you, 0 takman, that you surely do not make these [your] 
companions: balasa (swelling), cough [and] udyuga (uncontrollable 
shaking?); and to be sure, do not return here again from there. 11. 

You, 0 takman, accompanied with [your] brother balasa (swelling), 
[your] sister cough [and your] evil cousin piiman (rash), depart to 
that distant tribe. 12. 

Destroy [, 0 plant,] the takman who recurs every third day (tertian), 
who has the third day free (quartan?), who is continual, who is 
autumnal, who is hot and cold, who arises in the summer and in 
the rainy season. 13. 

With the Gandharis, with the Miijavants, with the Aitgas [and] with 
the Magadhas, we entrust the takman, as [we entrust with riches] 
the man about to be despatched to the treasury. 14. 

6.20 
As if from Agni, he arises from this burning and flashing; and so 

like a chattering drunkard may [he] go away [again]. Let the unruly 
one seek out someone other than ourselves. Obeisance to takman 
who possesses a fiery weapon. 1. 

Let there be obeisance to Rudra, to takmtin, to the splendid King 
Varut;ta, to heaven, to earth [and] to the herbs. 2. 

I make obeisance to that wild takman-he, the flame-thrower, who 
turns all forms yellow-[ and] to your red [and] brown [color]. 3. 

7.116(121) 

Obeisance to the deliriously hot, shaking, driving [and] violent [tak-
man]. Obeisance to the chilly [takman and to the takman] who brings 
about the previous desire [for rain]. 1. 

Let that unruly [takman], who approaches daily [and] in two days, 
go unto the frog. 2. 

5.4 
You, 0 destroyer of takman, 0 ku~tha, who were born on the moun-

tains [and who are] the mightiest of plants, come here, destroying 
the takman. 1. 

Indeed, they know [you as] the destroyer of takman, born from the 
Himavant, on the mountain where eagles are born; [and], having 
heard about [you], they approach [you] with riches. 2. 
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The seat of the gods, the asvattha-tree [is] in the third heaven from 
here. There, the gods acquired the ku~tha, the appearance of immor-
tality. 3. 

The golden boat with golden rigging sailed about in heaven. There, 
the gods acquired the ku~tha, the flower of immortality. 4. 

Golden were the courses, golden the oars [and] golden were the 
boats by which they transported the ku~tha [from heaven to the 
mountain). 5. 

For me, 0 ku~tha, retrieve this man, heal him and further make him 
healthy for me. 6. 

[Since] you are born from the gods [and] you are Soma's established 
companion, [therefore] be propitious to this my pra1_la-breath, vy-
ana-breath [and] faculty of sight. 7. 

Born in the north from the Himavant, you are brought to the people 
in the east. There, they distributed the choicest types of ku~tha. 8. 

You are, by name, choicest, 0 ku~tha, [and] your father [is], by name, 
choicest; [therefore] destroy every yak~ma and make takman power-
less. 9. 

The throbbing in the head, the pounding in the eyes [and] the bodily 
rapas, all that may the ku~tha eradicate; [for he is] indeed divinely 
potent. 10. 

6.95 

The seat of the gods, the asvattha-tree [is) in the third heaven from 
here. There, the gods acquired the ku~tha, the appearance of immor-
tality. 1. 

The golden boat with golden rigging sailed about in heaven. There, 
the gods acquired the ku~tha, the flower of immortality. 2. 

[Since] you are the embryo of the herbs, the embryo of the Himavant 
and the embryo of every being, [therefore] make this man healthy 
for me. 3. 

19.39 

Let the divine, rescuing ku~tha come here from the Himavant. [0 
plant,] destroy every takman and all the sorceresses. 1. 

Three [are] your names, 0 ku~tha: non-destroying (naghamara), 
harmless (naghari~a) [and ku~tha or uttama (choicest)). Indeed, may 
this man, for whom I pronounce you at evening, in the morning, 
and during the day, not be injured. 2. 

Your mother, by name, is perennial (jlvala); your father, by name, 
is life-giving (jlvanta). Indeed, may this man, for whom I pro-
nounce you at evening, in the morning, and during the day, not 
be injured. 3. 

You are the choicest among the herbs as the draft-ox among the 
domestic animals [and] as the tiger among the wild beasts. Indeed, 
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may this man, for whom I pronounce you at evening, in the morn-
ing, and during the day, not be injured. 4. 

Thrice born from the Sambus, the descendants of the Ati.girases, 
from the Adityas [and] from the Visvedevas, this ku~tha, the med-
icine for all [diseases] stands with Soma. [Thus, 0 plant,] destroy 
every takmtin and all the sorceresses. 5. 

The seat of the gods, the asvatthti-tree, [is] in the third heaven from 
here. There, the appearance of immortality [is found; and] from 
that place ku~tha was born. This ku~tha, the medicine for all [dis-
eases], stands with Soma. [Thus, 0 plant,] destroy every takmtin 
and all the sorceresses. 6. 

A golden boat with golden rigging sailed about in heaven. There, 
the appearance of immortality [is found; and] from that place, 
ku~tha was born. This ku~tha, the medicine for all [diseases], stands 
with Soma. [Thus, 0 plant,] destroy every takmtin and all the sorcer-
esses. 7. 

Where the boat descended [and] where [there is] the summit of the 
Himavant, there, the appearance of immortality [is found and] 
from that place, ku~tha was born. This ku~tha, the medicine for all 
[diseases], stands with Soma. [Thus, 0 plant,] destroy every takmtin 
and all the sorceresses. 8. 

[Since, we know] you whom the ancient l~vaka knew, or you, 0 
ku~tha, whom Kamya, or whom Vasa or [even] whom Matsya 
[knew], therefore, you are the medicine for all [diseases]. 9. 

You, [0 ku~tha,] who have all pervading strength, dispel down [and] 
away the takmtin who racks the head with heat, who recurs every 
third day (tertian), who is continual and who lasts the entire 
year. 10. 



8: KASA (KAS) (COUGH) 

A vs 6.105 is a charm against the morbid symptom kasa(kas) (fem-
inine), a word which is onomatopoeic for 'cough.' It is closely 
associated with takman, even being given the epithet, 'the sister 

of takman.' 1 likewise, along with takman, she is considered to be one of 
Rudra's weapons/ and with headache, she is looked on as one of the 
harmful effects of thunder and lightning.3 Her connection with takman and 
thunder and lightning suggests the obvious sympathetic or symbolic as-
sociation with the noise of thunder which may resemble the deep hacking-
sound of a cough. Although cough does not normally accompany malaria, 
it does occur in the most severe kinds, in particular, "estivoautumnal ma-
laria," and tends to indicate a very advanced stage of the disease.4 It is also 
common among other types of febrile diseases. 

The cure for this symptom involved an incantation with which the healer 
implored the demon to speed quickly away from the victim. The ritual 
practice found in the Kausika Siitra has very little to do with the eradication 
of cough; rather it prescribes the performance of a rite used in the case of 
one suffering from ari~ta, 'epilepsy.' 5 Such a treatment is mentioned at 
KausS 28.15-16, which is connected with AVS 5.6(4.1): The healer first 
makes a woman, who has recently borne a child, and the patient, possessed 
of the evil, take one step forward (to the east, from the house); he then 
gives them a medicinal concoction to drink, lets them sip water and makes 
them worship the sun. 6 

6.105 

As the mind flies quickly away with its perceptions, so also, you, 0 
cough, fly forth in conformity with the mind's stream. 1. 

As a keenly honed arrow flies quickly away, so also, you, 0 cough, 
fly forth in conformity with the land's contour. 2. 

As the sun's rays fly quickly away, so also, you, 0 cough, fly forth 
in conformity with the ocean's ebb. 3. 

1 AVS 5.22.10-12. 
2 AVS 11.2.22. 
3 AVS 1.12.3. 
4 T. R. Harrison, eta!., Principles of Internal Medicine, fifth edition (New York: McGraw-

Hill, 1966), 1766. 
5 Kau5S 31.27: yathiimano 'va diva ity ari~tena. Cf. Bloomfield, Hymns, 513-14; M. Bloomfield, 

ed., The Kausika Siitra of the Atharva Veda with extracts from the commentaries of Diirila and 
Kesvu (1889; rpt. Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 1972) XIV; and Caland, AZ, 103 and especially 
90 n.13. In later Indian medicine arista is a name of the nim-tree which is used to cure malaria 
and the name of the soap-nut tree, 'med against epilepsy, see Nadk, 1: 776f. and 1102-103. 

6 15. brahma jajfliinam iti siitikiiri~takau prapiidayati; 16. manthiicamanopasthiinam iidityasya. 
Cf. Bloomfield, Hymns, 513-14 and Caland, AZ, 99. 
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9: THE GENERAL REMOVAL OF INTERNAL 
DISEASES RELATED TO YAK~MA AND TAKMAN 

Avs 9.8 is a charm devoted to the exorcism of various types of 
internal-disease demons characterized as either ytik~ma- or takmtin-
types. One disease-entity not previously mentioned, which occurs 

in verse 9, is the female apvii. In addition to being located in the stomach, 
she is said, at ~V 10.103.12, to confuse her victim's mind, to seize his limbs 
and then to depart, to bum him in the heart and to cause the unfriendly 
ones to suffer from blind darkness. 1 Yaska at Nirukta 6.12 (cf. 9.33) con-
sidered her to be either a disease or fear (vytidhir vti. bhayatt~ vti). Later 
scholars, using these pieces of information as a guide have suggested that 
she represents a type of stomach disease, perhaps dysentery, or diarrhea, 
induced by fear. 2 Geldner has suggested that she was probably the per-
sonification of fright or panic, conceived to be an internal disease3; and 
Karl Hoffmann, along similar lines, has posited that, strictly speaking, 
apva is not a disease, defining the term as "Hi.hmender Schrecken, Panik, 
Todesangst." 4 Whereas, she may not be a proper disease, she does appear 
to have been looked upon as a disease-demon, who may have been called 
upon in battle to bring about in the enemy certain internal bodily sensations 
associated with fear or panic. These sensations, like jaundice (harimtin, 
verse 9), then, may have been considered as manifestations or symptoms 
of a morbid internal bodily state. The internal residence of the demon is 
quite dearly evidenced both at ~V 10.103.12 andatAVS 9.8.9. Her inclusion 
at AVS 9.8 suggests that she was considered as one of the most dreaded 
demons causing abnormal bodily conditions. 

In general, the healer desires, through AVS 9.8, to exorcise the most 
dangerous types of internal disease-demons out of the body. In verse 10, 
he implores the venom of all ytik~mas to be discharged with urine and in 
verse 11, he requests, moving down the body, both the ytik~mas and various 
other types of agents of pain to be excreted from the anus with the on-

1 amlsatr~ citttitr~ pratilobhayantf grhat}arigany apve ptirehi, abh{ prehi n{r daha hrtsu 56kair 
andh€nam{tras ttimasa sacantam. It is interesting to note that R. Milller uses this hymn to 
support his principal theory of disease in the J!.gveda, i.e. fiery nature of disease is indicated 
by the burning in the heart; and the blind darkness into which the unfriendly ones are sent, 
is, according to him, the evil or dark fire ("Medizin im ~-Veda," 357}. 

2 See Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 1: 27; Filliozat states that it cannot be identified with 
certainty (La doctrine, 106). 

3 Der Rigveda, 3: 321 n. 
4 "Altpers. afuvaytl," Corolla Linguistica: Festschrift Ferdinand Sam mer, ed. Hans Krahe 

(Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1955), 82 and Aufsiitze, 1: 208ff. 
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omatopoeic sound of flatulence, ktlhibiha. Because of the suggestion that 
the disease-entities should be expelled from the anus, one might speculate 
that the charm was recited during the administration of a purgative. The 
most auspicious time for performing such a healing rite appears to have 
been early morning, when the sun begins to rise (verse 22). 

The later ritual practice is purely symbolic and rather short, offering little 
insight into the original rite and no indication of therapeutics: The healer 
first touches the patient (presumably on the head) while muttering the 
charm; and then with the last two verses, he worships the sun.5 

9.8 

We charm out of you every head-disease: headache, pain in the 
head, earache [and] vilohita. 1. 

We charm out of you every head-disease: the earache [and] the vis-
alpaka (cutaneous swelling) from your two ears, from your kari-
ku~as. 2. 

We charm out of you every head-disease; because of that, the yak~ma 
flows forth from the ear, from the mouth. 3. 

We charm out of you every head-disease: [him] who makes a man 
pramota (deaf, mute?), [him who] makes [him] blind. 4. 

We charm out of you every head-disease: [the yak~ma who causes] 
cutting pain [and] fever in the limbs [and] the visalpaka (cutaneous 
swelling) who affects all the limbs. 5. 

We charm out of [you] the takman who recurs every autumn [and] 
whose awful aspect makes man tremble. 6. 

We charm out from within your limbs the yak~ma who crawls along 
the two thighs and enters the two gavlniktis (ureters?). 7. 

If [he] arises out of desire, out of abhorrence [or] from the heart, 
[then] we charm away the balasa from [your] heart [and] limbs. 8. 

We charm the causer of yakf!ma out from within your self, the yel-
lowness (jaundice) out of your limbs, Apva from within [your] 
stomach. 9. 

Let the balasa become ash; let the pain-causing one become urine. 
[For] I have exorcised from you the poison of all the yak~mas. 10. 

Let [him] stream forth out of the (anal) orifice, out of the stomach, 
[sounding like] kQhibiha. [For] I have exorcised from you the poison 
of all the yak~mas. 11. 

I have exorcised from you the poisons of all the yak~mas-from your 
stomach, lung[s], navel [and] heart. 12. 

Let the throbbings in the head, who rip apart the crown, stream 
forth, harmless [and] without causing pain, out of the (anal) 
orifice. 13. 

5 Kau5S 32.18-19: 18. Sf~aktim ity abhimr5ati; 19. uttamiibhyiim iidityam upati~fhate. Cf. 
Bloomfield, Hymns, 600 and Caland, AZ, 106. 
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Let [those], who surge on to the heart [and who] extend along the 
vertebrae, stream forth, harmless [and] without causing pain, out 
of the (anal) orifice. 14. 

Let [those], who surge on to the flanks [and who] bore along ribs, 
stream forth, harmless [and] without causing pain, out of the (anal) 
orifice. 15. 

Let the pangs, who surge across your chest, stream forth, harmless 
[and] without causing pain, out of the (anal) orifice. 16. 

Let [those], who crawl about the intestines and perplex the bowels, 
stream forth, harmless [and] without causing pain, out of the (anal) 
orifice. 17. 

Let [those], who suck out the marrow and rip apart the joints, stream 
forth, harmless [and] without causing pain, out of the (anal) 
orifice. 18. 

I have exorcised from you the poison of all the yak~mas-your pain-
causing yak~mas who intoxicate the limbs. 19. 

I have exorcised from you the poison of all the yak~mas, of the visalpa 
(cutaneous swelling), of the vidradhti (abscess), of the vatlkara or 
of the alaj{ (small abscess or boil). 20. 

I have destroyed the pangs from your feet, knees, hips, bhaJt~sas, 
spine [and] nape of the neck, [and] the affliction from 
[your] head. 21. 

Sound are the skull-bones and the heart-palpitation (?). [For] you, 0 
Aditya, arising, have destroyed the head-disease with [your] rays 
[and] have appeased [the yak~ma who causes] the disintegration 
of the limbs. 22. 



B. Internal Diseases not closely related to ya~ma andjor takman 

to: AM1v.A 

One of the disease entities most frequently encountered in both the 
~g and Atharoa-Vedas is timlvii (feminine). The word is related to 
the verb iimtiyati, 'to ache,' 'to cause pain,' from the root am, 'to 

seize.' As R. Emmerick notices, it probably originally had the meaning, 
'seizure by a god.' 1 

From the Vedic hymns, we notice that she was conceived as a definite 
evil; and in some cases, she almost becomes, as Grassmann suggests, a 
personification of disease or unhealthy states.2 She is often found in con-
nection with the nocturnal demons, the rtik~as-s.3 Likewise, she occurs with 
a host of other evil or demonic elements.4 Other references indicate that 
she was associated with the committed sins which are attached to the 
body5 and perhaps also with the sins which lead one astray.6 She is de-
scribed as a domestic demon7 and is found in relation to tinirii, or lack of 
nourishment.8 We see, therefore, that to the ancient Indian, timlvii was a 
feminine demon who perhaps, as Emmerick suggests, attacked her victim 
by seizing his body, bringing about a general state of malnutrition char-
acterized, among other things, by bodily decay. In another aspect as an 
evil-named flesh-eater, she indicates a demon which attacks unborn chil-
dren causing abortion or stillbirth.9 Her causes seem to have included sin; 
and most importantly, she seems to have been a domestic demon. It is 
impossible, however, to determine the exact disease which the poets were 
describing. 

1 "Indo-Iranian concepts of disease and cure," 12; see also J. Narten, "Ved. iimtiyati und 
iimayiiv{n," St. II, 5/6: 165 and Mayrhofer, Wb, 1: 44. 

2 Wb, col. 93. 
3 See, in particu!ar, ~V 1.35.9-10; 3.15.1; 7.38.7; 8.35.16-18; 9.85.1 and 10.98.12. The 

compound amwaciitana, 'dispeller of timlvii,' is found along with rak~htin, 'destroyer of the 
rtik~as-demons' at ~V 7.8.6; 10.97.6; AVS 8.2.28; 19.44.7. R. Miiller goes as far as to say that 
". . . timwii wird in dieser Bedeutung [i.e. Krankheitsbegriff) nicht selten in einer wortlichen 
Verbindung mit den Diimonen Ra~s gebracht ... " ("Medizin im ~g-Veda," 347). 

4 See, in particular, ~V 1.35.9-10; 1.1~9.2-3; 2.33.2; 3.15.1; 6.74.2; 7.1.7; 7.38.7; 8.18.10; 
9.97.43; 10.37.4; 10.63.12; 10.98.12; AVS 7.42(43).1. 

5 ~V 6.74.2, 3; AVS 7.42(43).1-2 (cf. P 1.109.1, 4). 
6 ~v 1.189.1, 3. _ _ 
7 ~V 6.74.2 (cf. also AVS 7.42(43).1), timlviiyiino gtiyam iivivesa; cf. ~v 7.46.2, 54.1, 55.1. 
8 ~V 7.71.2; 8.48.11 and 10.37.4. 
9 Cf. the connections with the belly illustrated by J. Narten, St. II, 5f6, 153-54, 155. 
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Her opposite, anamfvif, is very auspicious, indicating a healthy and sound 
bodily condition.10 She is associated with the greatest (var~i~tha) wealth 
(raz}11 and is related to long life.12 She is connected with the dawn (U!?as);13 

and food (i~as) is requested to be without amfvii. 14 Not only in humans, 
but also in cows the condition of anamfva is desired.15 

Treatment 
In order to make the body free from amfva, a state said to be given by 

Yama's two dogs/6 the Vedic Indians relied on various means. Ointment 
(afljana), referred to as amfva-dispelling and rak~as-destroying was called 
on to destroy amfva and to banish apparitions.17 The plant piitudru is said 
to be capable of, among other things, dispelling amfva, 18 and a shell (sankhti)-
amulet is stated as being able to overcome amfva and amati (indigence).19 

Likewise, the jangi4Q-amulet and an amulet of plants and material derived 
from a tiger (i.e. its claw or tooth?) were worn to ward off amfvii. 20 Her 
most predominant dispeller, however, appears to have been water.21 We 
learn that the healer who held medical herbs in his hand was considered 
to be a dispeller of amfva and a destroyer of the rak~as-demons. 22 Primarily 
in the ~gveda, various divinities are said to remove amfvii. 23 

Association with malnutrition 
As we have seen, amfva is found in connection with lack of nourishment 

(an ira) and indigence or poverty (timati), both of which are associated with 
hunger (k~udh). Hunger is found along with tinira at ~V 8.60.20. In two 
~gvedic hymns, Indra is requested to release worshippers from both k~udh 
and timati. 24 At ~V 10.42.10 [cf. AVS 7.50(52).7], he is invoked to help his 
worshippers overcome malignant indigence (amati'tl dureva'tl) by means 

10 See RV 3.59.3; 7.46.2 and 7.54.1 (both of which refer to the domestic situation); 10.14.11 
and 10.1S.7 (occurring in the funeral rites); 10.98.3; AVS 2.30.3; 11.1.22; 12.1.62; 12.2.26 (cf. 
~V 10.53.8; VS 35.10 and TA 6.3.2); 12.2.32 (=18.3.57; cf. ~V 10.18.7 and TA 6.10.2). 

11 ~V 3.16.3; following Renou, EVP, 12: 61; cf. however, Geldner, Der Rigveda, 1: 352: 
" ... auf die hochste, ... gesund ... ist." This offers no solution to the problem. See also 
Oldenberg, Vedic Hymns, 2: 273-74. 

12 ~v 10.37.7. 
13 ~v 10.35.6. 
14 ~v 3.22.4; 3.62.14 and 10.17.8. 
15 AVS 3.14.3. 
16 AVS 18.2.12. 
17 AVS 19.44.7. 
18 AVS 8.2.28. 
19 AVS 4.10.3. 
20 AVS 19.34.9; 8.7.14. 
21 ~v 10.137.6; AVS 3.7.5; 6.91.3; P 5.18.9; 19.18.9. 
22 ~v 10.97.6. 
23 The ASvins at 7.71.2; 8.35.16-18; Agni at 1.12.7; 1.28.1; 1.189.3; 3.15.1; 7.1.7; 10.98.12; 

Agni and Soma at 9.85.1; Soma at 1.91.12; 8.48.11; 9.97.48; Soma and Rudra at 6.74.2; Saviq 
at 1.35.9; 10.100.8; Siirya at 10.37.4; Adityas at 8.18.10; ViSvedevas at 10.63.12; the magical 
words (vacas) at 7.8.6; the race horses at 7.38.7; U~s at 10.35.6; Rudra at 2.33.4, 7.46.2 and 
Brahma~aspati at 1.18.2. 

24 ~V 8.66.14 and 10.43.3. 
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of cows and to satisfy their entire hunger (k~udham. . visviim) with barley; 
and at ~V 1.104.7, he is asked to give food and drink to the hungry (k~u
dhyadbhyas). Likewise, Agni is requested not to give up the worshipper to 
the rtik~as-demon or to hunger.25 The gods, without showing preference 
for social or economic status, inflict hunger as a punishment.26 These con-
nections with the morbid bodily conditions caused by poverty and hunger 
suggest symptoms of malnutrition manifested by one thought to be seized 
by the demonic tim!vii. It is perhaps no coincidence therefore that tim!vii is 
often described as a domestic demon. 

We notice that cows-probably a reference to dairy products-were 
used to cure the worst kind of poverty (i.e. that involving hunger); and 
barley, considered along with rice to be a medicine, 27 was employed to 
cure hunger. In addition to these, an amulet fashioned with the udumbtira-
tree was worn to force away poverty and hunger.28 The jatigiqti-amulet 
also wards off poverty.29 Similarly, the apiimiirgti-plant was employed to 
remove death by hunger and death by thirst.30 

Evil-named flesh-eater: ~V 10.162 

In addition to the symptoms of malnutrition, tim!vii was also conceived 
to be one of the principal characteristics of an evil-named flesh-eater who 
destroyed the embryo, causing an abortion or a stillborn child. From the 
parallels of this hymn found at AVS 8.6,31 we notice that this evil-named 
flesh-eater is described as hairy and as consuming raw meat, human flesh, 
and embryos.32 He is an excessive Iicker who crawls down between women's 
thighs and separates them with what appears to have been a hand-held 
horn.33 Likewise, he sleeps with the woman and attacks at night.34 The 
remedies against this type of demon were the bajti- and pitigti-plants which, 
perhaps in the form of an amulet, were to be worn in the undergarments. 35 

Likewise, A VS 2.2536 is a charm against an embryo-consuming, blood-

25 RV 7.1.19. 
26 ~V 10.117.1; see also Geldner, Der Rigveda, 3: 342 n, and Renou, Hymnes speculatifs du 

veda, 113, 251. 
:: AV~ 8.2.18; 8.7.20; cf. ~V 10.100.10 and 175.2. 

AVS 19.31.11. 
29 AVS 19.34.3. 
30 AVS 4.17.6, 7; on the inauspiciousness of hunger and thirst, cf. AVS 7.60(62).4. 
31 KausS 35.20 prescribes that this hymn should be recited at the slmanta ('parting of the 

hair') rite, in which an amulet of bajti and pirigti (white and yellow mustard?) is bound to a 
pregnant woman (yau te mifteti mantroktau badhnifti; Darila specifies that the woman should 
be in her eighth month: a~tame mifsi karma kuryift; see also Caland, AZ, 117). 

32 AVS 8.6.23. 
33 AVS 8.6.3, 6, 14. 
: AV~ 8.6.7, 8, 19; cf. ~V 10.162.4-5. 

AVS 8.6.20. 
36 Sayar;~a alludes to its occurrence in the series of hymns devoted to the exorcising of 

demons (ciftanagarJa), found at KausS 8.25 and to its use in the rites for the curing of all 
diseases beginning with skin disease (ku~thifdisarvarogabhaisajyakarmarJi) at KausS 26.33-40. 
According to Darila, it is specifically referred to at KausS 26.36, which states that the plant 
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sucking demon called karJva, 37 who is also classed as among the evil-named 
flesh-eaters.38 The principal remedy against this demon was the prsnipa-
n;rf-plant. 39 

Nowhere in these Atharvavedic charms is such a demon characterized 
as amfva. It is only in the ~gvedic hymn that the male, evil-named flesh-
eater is referred to as amfva. In the mind of the poet, the disease-entity 
amfva would be an apt description of a demon who entered the domestic 
abode, who attacked at night during copulation, and who caused bodily 
destruction in the form of a dead fetus. The means for destroying such a 
demon involved exorcism by a hymn or spell which invoked Agni. There 
is no mention of a plant or plants used as amulets. 

The later ritual tradition mentions this hymn's use in a rite to secure the 
successful birth of a child which otherwise may have been aborted: 
A woman whose fetus might be aborted should[, while reciting ~V 10.162,] pour 
a burnt-offering, with ghee, into the fire, in accordance with the ritual prescription. 
Then the pregnant woman, having anointed herself with the dregs of ghee, should 
bring forth her child; she should drink the dregs: [for then] her child will be born 
alive. And if [her childen] should be born dead, she, having prepared ghee which 
has been consecrated and having offered it [with the hymn], should pour out the 
dregs of ghee on an amulet (ma7Jz); then on a threefold thread, she should clothe 
the amulet with a garment and with the sheath of the Indian fig (nyagrodha); there-
upon [it is] wrapped in white and red. Then, having consecrated it. . . , the pregnant 
woman, being ritually pure, should carry [the amulet] on her head; in the third 
month of her pregnancy, she should fasten it [to her body]. When she has had her 
[first] menses [after giving birth], the woman, together with her suckling, should 
live for a year like a cow with calf, with much to eat and drink. When a boy has 
been born, she should fasten the amulet to his neck; and having previously prepared 
the dregs of ghee, she should anoint the little boy with it. . . . 40 

It is remarkable that a rite so characteristic of the Atharoaveda should find 
a place in the J!.gveda: abortions and stillbirths must have been quite common 
in ancient India. 

mentioned in the hymn (i.e~ pr§nipanJf) is mixed with the dregs of ghee and smeared on to 
the patient (dvitiJiena (i.e. A VS 2.25.1) mantroktasya sarrrpatavatanulimpati; d. Bloomfield, Hymns, 
302 and Caland, AZ, 79-80). 

37 AVS 2.25.3. 
38 AVS 2.25.2, 5. 
39 AVS 2.25.1-4. At SuSaSth 10.61, pr§nipanJfis listed along with many other remedies for 

use with milk during the first seven months of pregnancy in the case of a threatened miscarriage 
or abortion. 

40 ~idhana 4.17-18: 17.1. yasya garbha~ pramijJate tatragnau juhuyad dhavi~, brahmaT}igni~ 
sarrr vidana ity ajyena yathavidhi; 17.2. ajyaSefitT}a ciibhyajya garbhiT}f prasavet tata~, pibed 
evajya§e~arrr tu jwarrrs tasyiil} prajiiyate; 17 .3. jatani cet pramijJerann ajyarrr krfvanumantritarrr, 
brahmaT}ignir iti, hutva sampatan ninayed ma7Jau; 17.4. maTJirrr tu triyrti siitre vasayed vasasa 
saha, nyagrodhasurigaya tatra §uklalohitave~titarrr; 17.5 .... anumantrya ... ; 18.2. sirasa 
dharayen nan-prayata garbhiT}fsati; trti!Je garbhamiise tu maT}im etarrr samasajet; 18.3. pu~pyantf 
saradarrr nan-gau~ savatsa vased yathtl, bahupanfyayavasa vatsena pibata saha; 18.4. jatasya tu 
kumarasya kaTJthe tam maT}im asajet, ajya5e~arrr puraskrtya tam abhyajya kumarakarrr; . . . . Cf. 
also Gonda, The ~idhana, 113-14 and notes. 
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One of the important points to be noted in ~V 10.162 is the allusion to 
gross stages of embryonic development. It appears that the Vedic Indians 
distinguished two basic phases, culminating in birth: 1. copulation, when 
the sperm flies into the womb and settles with the fertilization of the egg; 
2. the period when the fetus begins to kick and move about, leading finally 
to the birth of the child. 

~v 10.162 

Let Agni, the slayer of the rtik~as-demons, in conformity with the 
spell, expel from here [him] who, [as] timfvQ, is situated in your 
embryo [and, as] the evil-named one, in [your] womb. 1. 

Agni, together with the spell, has utterly destroyed that flesh-eater 
who, [as] timfvQ, is situated in your embryo [and, as] the evil-named 
one, in [your] womb. 2. 

We make him, who slays [the embryo] leaping and settled [in the 
womb], who [slays it when it is] moving about [in the womb], who 
tries to kill your [new]bom [child], perish from here. 3. 

We make him, who separates your thighs, who is situated between 
husband and wife [and] who licks inside the womb, perish from 
here. 4. 

We make him, who, after having become [as] a brother, a husband 
[or] a lover, lies down with you [and] tries to kill your offspring, 
perish from here. 5. 

We make him, who, after having confounded [you] with a dream 
[and] with darkness, lies down with you [and] tries to kill your 
offspring, perish from here. 6. 



11: Vi$KANDHA -SAAfSKANDHA (TETANUS?) 

Avs 2.4; 3.9; 19.34, 35 are charms primarily devoted to the conse-
cration of the amulet, jangiqa, which is particularly efficacious in 
destroying v(~kandha (neuter) and in protecting individuals from 

it as well as other demonic forces. An exact determination of the malady, 
which v(~kandha represents, is troublesome. SayaQ.a considered it to be an 
impediment (vighna), a problem which causes the body to dry up or even 
the name of a great wind-type disease which brought about the dislocation 
of the shoulders.1 Bloomfield thought it was a demon.2 Weber3 and Griffith4 

speculated, on etymological grounds (vi-skandha, 'tearing apart of the 
shoulders'), that it might be identified as rheumatism. Filliozat, more cau-
tiously, stated that its exact meaning cannot be determined.5 Karambelkar 
has recently argued that it can in fact be identified as "wasting palsy, 
progressive muscular atrophy." 6 With such widely differing views on its 
exact nature, any statement about its definition must be viewed discreetly. 

Unlike the internal disease-demons ytik~ma, rtipas, takmtin, etc., v(~kandha 
is not said to reside inside the body. Nor does it exhibit any of the char-
acteristics of those demonic diseases. It does, however, appear to have been 
considered demonic in nature, for it is often found associated with other 
demons and evils/ and there are said to have been 101 (an inauspicious 
number) of them scattered over the earth.8 

Likewise, it appears to have been regarded as causing a morbid bodily 
condition. At A VS 2.4.2, it is mentioned in a list of four physical disabilities 
which cause great pain.9 Similarly at P 1.46.3 it is said to be a malady from 
which one suffers when wounded/0 and at TS 7.3.11.1 the term is used 
to describe the desired condition of a foe's body.11 Finally, it is mentioned 
along with stirttskandha which, etymologically, would suggest its opposite, 

1 See notes to AVS 2.4.1 and 19.34.5 below, 171, 180-81. 
2 Hymns, 282-83. 
3 IS, 13: 141. See also Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 2: 314. 
4 Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 1: 20, 45, 91, etc. 
5 La doctrine, 106-107. 
6 The Atharva-Veda and the Ayur-Veda, 267, 276-77. 
7 See AVS 1.16.3; 2.4.3, 4; 3.9.3-5. 
8 AVS 3.9.6. 
9 I.e. jambhti, 'lock-jaw'; visarti, 'tearing or contorting pain'; and abhisocana, 'burning or 

scorching pain.' 
1° Following Bh: dana111 tr~IJayiiJJ pari patu viddha711 (.? dana711 k~udho danavideva mrtyo~, 

avi~kandho bhavatu yo dadatya pyayate papurir dak~i!Jaya (cf. also vss. 1, 5, 6 and Renou, JA, 
252: 439). 

11 Here the commentator Saya~a describes it as a condition of the body in which the limbs, 
beginnin_g with the shoulders, are deformed (vinipiilJ skandhadyavayava . .. ). 
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but about which, unfortunately, nothing more is knownY From this evi-
dence, it would appear that v{~kandha was conceived to be a demonic force 
which rendered the body unhealthy. The exact way in which this was 
accomplished is uncertain. We do notice, however, that both v{~kandha and 
its opposite, stirt~skandha, were deemed to be injurious to the body. Perhaps, 
after all, an etymological evaluation of the two words v{~kandha and stirt~
skandha can help us gain an insight into the particular disease being de-
scribed: v{~kandha, as we noticed, suggests 'tearing the shoulders apart,' 
while stirt~skandha implies 'the forcing together of the shoulders.' In this 
way, the Vedic poet-healer could have been describing the spasmodic con-
tortions of the body of one suffering from the internal disease commonly 
known as tetanus or lockjaw. Such a serious condition was first character-
ized by Hippocrates (5th-4th centuries B.C.) who made the connection 
between wounds and the spasms of tetanus.13 The association with the 
open flesh-wound is likewise attested at P 1.46.3;14 and among the painful 
conditions listed along with v{~kandha at A VS 2.4.2, there is jambha which 
points to 'lockjaw,' the ordinary name for tetanus, and visara, which reflects 
a 'tearing or contorting pain.' At AVS 19.34.10, the principal remedy for 
v{~kandha is said to destroy the following symptoms: asarika, perhaps I a 
pain which wrenches the body together,' v{sarika, 'a pain which wrenches 
the body apart' and pr~tyamaya, 'rib-pain,' or 'pain along the sides.' 

Among the remedies for v{~kandha and the protections against it, a lead 
(szsa)-amulet is mentioned as expelling it15 and afljana (ointment) is said tO 
protect one from its attacks.16 The most important protector and destroyer 
of the demonically caused malady, however, was the jarigiqa-plant, 17 which 
appears to have been a cultivated tree18 used as an amulet. 

jarigiqa is specifically given the epithet of the v{~kandha-ruining amulet;19 

yet, being called the 'medicine for all [diseases],' 20 it was also effective 
against balasa and takman21 as well as the devouring demons, distress/2 

the rak~as-demons,23 witchcraft, enemies/4 evil-eye,25 all amlvas/6 and r~1JUS 

12 AVS 19.34.5. 
13 See Charles Singer and E. A. Underwood, A Short History of Medicine (Oxford: Clarendon 

Press, 1962, second edition), 37. 
14 Cf. also P 1.46, a charm to Soma for the healing of a donor, vss. I, 2, 4-6, where there 

are strong suggestions that the donor was a warrior who had suffered arrow-inflicted wounds 
incurred in battle (see Renou, JA, 252: 439-40). 

IS AVS 1.16.3. 
16 AVS 4.9.5. 
17 It is called an herb (6~adhi) and lord of the forest (i.e. tree) (vana!patr} at AVS 19.34.9; 

cf. also 19.34.7. It may also be equated with the plant arjuna (see AVS 2.4.1 n, 172 below). 
18 AVS 2.4.5; 19.34.6. 
19 AVS 2.4.1; 3.9.6; cf. 2.4.4; 19.34.5, where it is said to have conquered both v{~kandha 

and stimskandha. 
20 AVS 2.4.3; 19.35.5. 
21 AVS 19.34.10. 
22 AVS 2.4.3. 
23 AVS 2.4.4; 19.34.9. 
24 AVS 2.4.6; 19.34.2-4; 19.35.2. 
25 AVS 19.35.3. 
26 AVS 19.34.9. 
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and others who remain (?).27 It was considered to be delightful/8 auspicious, 
having boundless strength,29 possessed of a thousand eyes30 and a thousand 
powers/1 and divinely created or produced. We also have fragments of a 
mythology surrounding its origin from divinities: It is said to have been 
originally created or produced three times, selected and given by the gods. 32 

It was known as "Angiras" by ancient Brahmar:tas;33 and the seers are said 
to have presented it to man while reciting the auspicious name of Indra.34 

As upadana (?), its energy may have been sapped by a powerful female 
but restored by Indra.35 These mythological references and others as well 
seem to have been used to consecrate the talisman and to increase its 
overall potency and effectiveness. 

There is a suggestion, at A VS 3. 9, that more than one vegetal amulet 
may have been effective both against vi~kandha and against an obscure 
demonic disease called kifbavti. The karsaphti and visaphti 36 may also be 
divinely produced amulets (verse 1) and appear to have been originally 
bound without ties (verse 2). There is also the khfgala, a stick or stock, 
perhaps of jangiqa, which was, however, bound by men with a red thread 
(verse 3). These, then, were effective against kifbavti (verses 3-5). For the 
destruction of vi~kandha, however, the gods preferred and selected the 
vi~kandha-ruining, jangiqa-amulet which was also bound, but with hemp 
which grew in the wild. 37 

Those, who were not harmed and who were always able to do so, wore 
the consecrated amulet to protect themselves from vi~kandha and other 
evils and diseases, and to insure long life and abundant joy.38 It is not 
stated who wore it. One would presume, however, that they would have 
been warriors and others who could have afforded to do so. 

The ritual tradition gives us very little information about the curative 
practices surrounding the disease. In the Kausika Siitra, AVS 2.4 and 3.9 
are mentioned rather in the sections treating oracles (vijflanakarma1Ji), a 
ritual in which there is the binding of the jangiqa-amulet to ruin witchcraft, 
to protect oneself and to remove impediments. 39 A VS 19.34 and 35 are 
found in another ritual text, the Santikalpa (17.4 and 19.6), and are employed 
during the binding of the jangiqa-amulet in the ceremony of the great 
consecration called, 'wind' (vayu). Evidently an amulet fashioned from the 

27 AVS 19.35.5. 
28 A VS 2.4.4. 
29 AVS 19.34.8. 
30 AVS 19.35.3. 
31 A VS 2.4.2. 
32 AVS 2.4.4; 3.9.6; 19.35.1. 
33 AVS 19.34.6; 19.35.2. 
34 AVS 19.35.1. 
35 AVS 19.34.8-9. 
36 See AVS 3.9.1 n, below, 174. 
37 AVS 2.4.5. 
38 AVS 2.4.1, 2, 3, 5, 6; 19.34.1, 4, 5, 7; 19.35.2, 3, 4. 
39 KausS 42.23 and 43.1-2. 
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jangiqa-plant was considered auspicious for a variety of occasions in ancient 
India, indicating that it functioned generally as a prophylactic and a bringer 
of luck and good fortune. 

2.4 

For long life [and) for abundant joy, we, who are not harmed [and) 
who are always able to do so, wear the v{~kandha-ruining jangi#-
amulet. 1. 

Let the jangiqa-amulet, with [its] thousand powers, protect us on all 
sides from jambhti, visarti, vf~kandha [and] abhisocana. 2. 

This [amulet] overpowers the v{~kandha [and] it expels the demons 
which devour. [Therefore,] let this jangi# [-amulet), the medicine 
for all [diseases], protect us from distress. 3. 

By means of the delightful jangi#-amulet, given by the gods, we 
overcome in struggle v{~kandha [and] all the rtik~as-demons. 4. 

Let both the hemp [-cord] and the jangi# [-amulet] protect us from 
v{~kandha. The one is procured from the forest, the other from the 
essences of cultivation. 5. 

Therefore, may this powerful witchcraft-ruining and enemy-ruining 
jangiqa-amulet prolong our lives. 6. 

3.9 

Of the karsaphti [and] of the visaphti, heaven [is] the father; earth, 
the mother. Just as you, 0 gods, have [in the past] produced [them], 
so also you must [now] again prepare [them]. 1. 

[Those] devoid of fasteners held tight; so it was performed by Manu. 
Like a gelder of bulls, I make v{~kandha impotent. 2. 

The performers of the rite tie the khfgala (stick?) on to the reddish 
thread. [Therefore,] let bound (amulets) render the fleeting [and) 
inflamed kiibavti impotent. 3. 

Whereby, 0 fleeting ones, you wander about, like gods under the 
influence of demonic magic, and, as the monkey is of the dogs, 
so is the bound (amulet) the ruin of the kabavti. 4. 

Indeed, for the sake of ruining, I will bind you [, 0 amulet, and] I 
will ruin kabavti. Together with the curses, you will go forth like 
speedy chariots. 5. 

A hundred and one v{~kandha [are] scattered over the earth. Of these 
[amulets], (the gods) originally selected you, the v{~kandha-ruining 
amulet. 6. 

19.34 

You, the jangi#, are jangi#; you, the jangiqa, are a protector. [There-
fore,] let the jangi# protect our whole [property, consisting of] 
bipeds [and] quadrupeds. 1. 
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Let jarigiqa separate all the clever ones who number fifty-three and 
the practitioners of witchcraft who number a hundred from [their] 
efficacy; and may [it] make [them] powerless. 2. 

[May it make] the deceitful sound powerless [and] the seven debilities 
powerless. [For,] as an archer [his] arrow, you, 0 jarigiqa, dispel 
indigence far away from here. 3. 

Therefore, may this powerful witchcraft-ruining and enemy-ruining 
jarigiqa prolong our lives. 4. 

Let jarigiqa's greatness, with which [it] has conquered vi~kandha, 
sti'tlskandha [and] the [evil] power with [its] own power, protect us 
on all sides. 5. 

Thrice the gods created you who are fixed in the earth; and also, the 
ancient Brahmat;1as knew you as "the Ail.giras." 6. 

Neither the old, nor the new herbs surpass you. [For] jarigiqa [is] a 
powerful expeller, a protector [and] a bringer of success. 7. 

Moreover, at first a powerful female partook of you, 0 upadana, 0 
auspicious jarigiqa whose strength is boundless; [but then,] Indra 
gave [you back your] strength. 8. 

To be sure, powerful Indra granted energy to you, 0 lord of the 
forest. [Therefore,] 0 herb, you, dispelling all timfvas, kill the rtik~as-
demons. 9. 

May jarigiqa make asarfka, visarfka, balasa, rib-pain [and] the takmtin 
who recurs every autumn, powerless. 10. 

19.35 

[While] taking Indra's name, the seers presented [to man] jarigiqa 
which the gods formerly made [as] the v{~kandha-ruining 

medicine. 1. 
Let the jarigiqa, which the gods [and] the Brahmat;1as have made [as] 

an enemy-killing protector, protect us as a treasurer [protects] the 
treasures. 2. 

The very terrible eye of the enemy, the approaching [of that] which 
has done evil-those destroy in [your] vigilance, 0 you of a thou-
sand eyes. 3. 

May jarigiqa protect me from heaven, from earth, from midspace, 
from the plants, from the past and from the future, [all of] us in 
all directions. 4. 

Let jarigiqa, which is the medicine for all [diseases], make powerless 
all those r~IJUS who are divinely made and also another who has 
remained. 5. 



12: ASCITES 

I n the Vedic sa1f!hitas there are no specific hymns or charms which in 
themselves are devoted to the cure of ascites, which only in the later 
medical literature is included under the general category of diseases 

of the abdomen, called udara. 1 All we have are scattered references to an 
abnormal bodily condition which seems to suggest ascites. 

At ~V 7.89, a hymn to Varur;ta requesting his forgiveness for a transgres-
sion committed against him and his moral order, 2 there are two verses 
which offer evidence of a morbid bodily state: 

verse 2: If I go, as it were, quivering like an inflated leather water-bag, 
0 lord of the mountains, forgive, good ruler, be gracious.3 

verse 4: Thirst found the singer who stood in the midst of the waters; 
forgive, good ruler, be gracious.4 

More evidence can be gathered from the Atharvaveda. At AVS 4.16, a 
hymn to various gods, verse 7, is addressed to Varur;ta: 

0 Varur;ta envelop him with a hundred bonds; [and], 0 watcher of men, 
do not let the speaker of lies escape. Let the scoundrel sit, causing [his] 
belly to fall asunder, like an unbound vessel being cut open all around.5 

A VS 1.10 and 7 .83(88) are two hymns to Varur;ta which tradition has 
prescribed for use in a rite to cure dropsy (jalodara).6 A VS 7.83(88) presents 
only the slightest indication of a malady: verses 3, 4 request Varur;ta to 
loosen various bonds, of which the midmost may refer to that affecting 
the stomach. It does, however, hint at Varur;ta's domination over the waters. 
In verse 1, his golden house is said to be constructed in the waters/ and 

1 See CaCiSth 13 and SuNiSth 7, CiSth 14; cf. also J. Jolly, Medecin (Strassburg: Karl J. 
Triibner, 1901), 80. 

2 See Geldner, Der Rigveda, 2: 179, 290. 
3 ytid emi prasphurtinn iva dftir nti dhmtit6 adrivaiJ, mr!a suk~atra mr!tiya. 
• apam mtitJhye tasthivarrrsarrr t~IJtividaj ja!itaram, mM suk~atra mr!tiya. _ 
5 satena f!ti5air abh{ dhehi varu!Jainarrr mti te mocy anrtaf!tili nrcak~aiJ, tistarrr jiilmti udtirarrr 

srarrrsayitvti kosa ivtiban_tlhtiiJ parikrfYtimanaiJ. On srarrrsayitvti, see Whitney-Lanrnan, Pt. 1, 179; 
Sayal)a reads srarrrsayitva and glosses: "making fallen by means of ascites (water-belly)"(. . . 
jalodararogeiJa srastarrr krtva . .. ). 

6 For AVS 1.10, Ke5ava states: atha jalodarabhai~jyam ucyate, Sayal)a: jalodararoganivrttaye, 
at KausS 25.37. For AVS 7.83(88), Ke5ava prescribes: jalodare varu7Jagrhfle bhai~ajyam ucyate 
sa:ral)a: jalodarabhai~jytirtharrr, and Darila: varu7Jagrhflam, at KausS 32.14-16. 

apsu te rtijan varu7Ja grho hiraiJytiyo mittiiJ [Sayal)a: mithtiiJ (?); see Whitney-Lanman, Pt. 
1, 150). 
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in verse 2, the waters are praised along with Varut:ta. 8 A VS 1.10 .4 mentions 
only a great deluge (anJavan mahattis) from which the victim is requested 
to be released.9 It does, however, allude to a myth expressed in greater 
detail in the AB. We render Zed: "I urge a thousand others, jointly, [to you], 
so that this your [man] may live a hundred autumns." 10 As Siiyat:ta and 
others following him have suggested, 11 this passage seems to refer to AB 
7.15.7 where a hundred victims are substituted so that one may be re-
deemedY In this same Sunal).sepa-legend, at AB 7.15.1, there is a passage 
which states that Varut:ta seized the descendant of ~viiku and his belly 
swelled up;13 and at AB 7.16.12-13, it is said that with the reciting of 
various auspicious verses, the bonds around the belly of Ik!?viiku's descen-
dant became loosened, his stomach began to shrink, and when the last 
bond was loosened, he was released and became free of the disease.14 

These are the earliest references which the traditional commentators and 
Western scholars15 have utilized to identify Varut:ta's seizure (vtirut].agrhita) 
as dropsy or, more particularly, ascites. Although the textual evidence is 
meager, there are parallels from the later tradition of Indian medicine which 
suggest that ascites may have in fact been a malady which the ancient 
Indians considered to have been sent by Varut:ta because of a breach of 
certain taboos. As we have seen, the earliest passages from the ~gveda and 
Atharvaveda describe the victim as looking like a quivering, inflated water-
bag when he walks; and when he sits, his belly hangs and falls about like 
a vessel when it has been unbound. He is also described as experiencing 
thirst while being surrounded by water. The AB informed us that Varut:ta 
sent a disease which caused the stomach of Ik!?viiku's descendant to swell; 
and when the bonds of disease were released, his abdomen began to shrink, 
until it was normal size. In both the Caraka-16 and Susruta-17Saft~hitas, an 

8 ••• ipo . .. {ti vtiru'}iti . .. Cf. also AVS 4.16.3c whe~e the two oceans are said to be 
the two half-bellies of VaruJ.la (ut6 samudrtiu vtiru'}asya kuk~f. . .). 

9 Cf. Henry: "Cette phrase est Ia seule allusion-et combien detoumee!-au principal 
symptome de Ia maladie que conjure le guensseur: sans elle, et meme avec elle, l'hymne 
pourrait aisement passer, si le Siitra n' en precisait I' emploi, pour une pieuse et humble adjuration 
en vue de Ia remis_!;ion des peches" (La magie, 210). 

10 sahtisram anyiin prti suviimi siikti'rl satti'rl jfviiti sartidas ttiviiytim. 
11 See, in particular, Bloomfield, Hymns, 241 and Whitney-Lanman, Pt. 1, 10. 
12 ta'rl hoviica: r.it 'ha'rl te sata'rl dadiimy, aham e~iim ekeniitmiina'rl ni~kn-'}ii iti. 
13 atha haik~viika'rl varu'}o jagriiha, tasya hodara'rl jajfle. 
14 sa u~asa'rl tu~fiiviita uttare'}a t~-cena (~V 1.30.20-22) tasya ha smarcyrcy uktiiyii'rl vi pii5o 

mumuce, kani!fa ai~viikasyodaram bhavaty; uttamasyiim evarcy uktiiyii'rl vi piiso mumuce, 'gada 
aiksviika iisa. 

i 5 See, in particular, Zimmer, Leben, 392; A. Hillebrandt, trans. Lieder des ~eda (Gottingen: 
Vandenhoeck and Ruprecht, 1913), 79; Geldner, Der Rigveda, 2:260; Bloomfield, Hymns, 11, 
241. Filliozat has gone into great detail explaining the connection between V~a and dropsy 
and VaruJ.la and the waters, and maintaining the often expressed notion that dropsy was the 
special disease of V~a, the lord of the waters, which he inflicted upon a person as a result 
of an infringement against the moral order or norm (rtti). This, then, forms the basis for his 
theory of disease in the Vedic literature (La doctrine, 78-80). 

16 CiSth 13.45-48. 
17 NiSth 7.21-24. 
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udara-condition called either dakodara, or udakodara (water-belly) is de-
scribed. It is said to be caused by the drinking of cold water at the wrong 
time, or by the drinking of oil;18 and the afflicted patient's abdomen enlarges, 
resembling a fully inflated water-bag which fluctuates under pressure. The 
patient is also said to suffer from thirst. These symptoms bear a rather 
close resemblance to those found in the Vedic literature. One may, therefore, 
be reasonably confident that ascites was a disease from which the early 
Indians suffered when seized by Varm~a. 

Unlike the cure mentioned in the Vedas, which requires the propitiation 
of the god Varm~a, the ayurvedic texts prescribed, among other things, a 
laparotomy in order to release the water. The water must, however, be 
released slowly so that complications do not set in. 19 

18 It is interesting to note that at TS 6.4.2.3-4 one is implored not to partake of non-moving 
or stagnant waters because Varul).a has seized them; for, if '?ne were to partake of them, one 
would cause his sacrifice to be seized by Varul).a [na sthiivariirpi'!l grh!Jfyiid, varu~Jagrhi!ii (!) va( 
sthiivara; yat sthiivara!Jii'!l grh!Jfyiit, varu!Jeniisya yajfia'!l griihayed; cf. Keith, VBYS, Pt. 2, 529]. 
Cf. also 58 4.4.5.11. 

19 See CaCiSth 14.18. 



13: INSANITY 

Avs 6.111 is a charm against insanity. There are two types of insanity 
or madness mentioned in the charm: unmadita which implies the 
demented state brought on by the patient himself as a result of 

his infringement of certain divine mores or taboos; and unmatta which 
suggests an abnormal mental state caused by possession by demons, such 
as the rtik~as-s (verse 3). To the ancient Indian, insanity, like death, was 
considered to be a state when the mind leaves the body (verse 2). Like-
wise the patient exhibited the distinctive symptom of uttering nonsense 
(verse 1). 

In order to cure such a condition, the healer had to return the mind to 
the body (verse 4). He did this primarily by making offerings to the gods 
in order to appease them, in the case of unmadita-madness (verse 1). He 
also prepared medicines, perhaps to calm the patient, and to drive away 
the evil forces invading his body, in the case of unmatta-madness (verses 
2, 3). There is also the suggestion that a victim of madness was restrained, 
perhaps in a sort of straightjacket, presumably so that he could not harm 
anyone (verse 1 ). 

In the ritual literature, the charm is not specifically mentioned in the 
section on healing; it is, however, at KausS 8.24, characterized as one of 
the three hymns containing the names of the mothers (mtitruiman or mti-
trgaJJa), which are included in a rite for curing one possessed by demons. 
The ritual practice is, as Bloomfield points out, purely symbolic, with the 
emphasis placed on purification and on the expulsion of the demon: 
Having offered, with the two matrnaman-hymns (which are not specified), various 
fragrant powders anointed [with ghee], [the healer] smears [the patient] with the 
remainder; and at a crossroad, [the fragrant powders], anointed [with ghee], [are 
offered] over a coal in a bowl, [which has been placed] in a wicker-basket made of 
darbha-grass [and situated] on the [patient's) head; going into a stream against the 
current, [the patient] scatters [the fragrant powder] from a sieve [into the water], 
while someone sprinkles [him) from behind; having thrown [more of the fragrant 
powders] into an unburned vessel, having wet [them and having placed the vessel] 
in [a sling of] three strands made of muflja-grass, he binds [it] in a tree with a 
bird's nest.1 

In later Indian medicine, insanity or madness is termed unmatta or unmtida 
and is classified into various types on the basis of the do~a-theory.2 The 

1 KausS 26.29-32: 29. miitrniimno~ saroasurabhiciir~Jiiny anvaktiini hiitvii se~e71a pralimpati; 
30. catu~pathe Ca Sirasi darbhe71qve 'rigiirakapiile 'nvaktiini; 31. titauni pratfpaT/1 giihamiino va-
patitaro 'vasiflcati pasciit; 32. iimapiitra opyiisicya mauflje tripiide vayonivesane prabadhniiti. Cf. 
Bloomfield, Hymns, 518-19 and especially, Caland, AZ, 79. 

2 See Jolly, Medicin, 121. 
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most severe forms of insanity are included under the category of bhiiton-
miida, 'insanity caused by demons,' which corresponds most closely to the 
type of insanity mentioned in this charm. The remedies prescribed for one 
suffering from bhiitonmiida include medicines to be taken internally, to be 
given as ointments, as nasal-therapy, and as fumigants. The treatment, 
however, also necessitated the appeasement of the demons by worship 
and the presentation of oblations, etc.3 We do notice, however, that in cases 
of insanity arising from lust (rati) and the desire for worship (abhyaracana), 4 

in cases of accidental (iigantu) insanitl and in cases of insanity caused by 
gods (devas), sages (r~is), fathers (pitrs) and Gandharvas,6 magical healing 
rites, involving the recitation of (Vedic) charms, the use of simples and the 
execution of various sacrificial, religious, ascetic and propitiatory observ-
ances, are employed. 

6.111 

0 Agni, for me, release this man who, bound [and] well-restrained, 
utters nonsense. Hence, he shall make an offering to you when 
he becomes sane. 1. 

If your mind is agitated, let Agni quieten [it] down for you. [For] I, 
being skilled, prepare the medicine, so that you may become 
sane. 2. 

I, being skilled, prepare the medicine so that he, insane because of 
a curse of the gods and demented because of the rak~as-demons, 
may become sane. 3. 

Let the Apsarases return you; let Indra [and] Bhaga re[turn you; in 
fact,] let all the gods return you so that you may become sane. 4. 

3 Ibid., 122. 
4 CaNiSth 7.15-16, CiSth 9.23. 
5 CaCiSth 9.33, 93-94. 
6 CaCiSth 9.88-90. 



14: KRiMI (WORMS) 

Avs 2.31 and 5.23 are charms against krimi or worms, vermin, etc. 
The former is a general incantation against worms; while the latter 
is specifically directed to worms in children. A VS 2.32 is also a 

charm for worms. Since it is for the eradication of worms in cows, however, 
it pertains more to veterinary medicine and has, therefore, been excluded.1 

Worm-disease is historically important because it provides an unbroken 
continunity from the very early Vedic texts down to the classical medical 
treatises of Caraka and Susruta. Supportive evidence is uniquely gained 
from archaeology; and parallels are noticed in the Germanic tradition. 
Worms and other parasites which live in man have plagued him from time 
immemorial. Their eradication was initially effected by magical means and 
later by a more empirically based method of surgery. 

Definition 

The word krimi (kfmi)2 does not occur in the ~gveda. 3 In the Atharvaveda, 
it designates any type of parasitic and crawling vermin which enters either 
man or animal. 4 As in the case of the native flora, the Vedic Indian presented 
detailed descriptions of this class of fauna. Sometimes the characterizations 
of these vermin border on the mythical; mostly, however, they appear to 
be quite plausible. The krimis are divided into two basic types: those which 
are seen, i.e. visible, diurnal, and those which are unseen, i.e. invisible, 
noctumal.5 They can be black, red, dark-brown eared/ black with white 
arms, variegated with white underparts/ and some seem to possess a poi-
son-sac.8 In a more mythical vein, some worms are described as being 
spotted and whitish with three heads and three homs;9 others are said to 

1 Because it exhibits variants to AVS 5.23, it is included in the notes to that charm. 
2 On the use of kfimi or kfmi in the Atharoaveda, see Whitney-Lanman, Pt. 1, 73. In the 

later texts, it is almost always written as krmi, a form closer to the original (see Mayrhofer, 
Wb. 1:261-62). 

3 See Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 1: 179-80, and R. Miiller, "Indische Wiirmerkrank-
heiten," 14-16. 

4 Sayana to AVS 2.31.1 defines them as 'all small animals which have gone inside the 
body' (saririintargatiin saroiin ~udrajantiin). Cf. also Yaska who states: A worm (krim1) is that 
which grows fat on a decaying corpse; or it could be from the root kram, 'to creep,' or from 
the root kriim, 'to crawl' (Nir. 6.12: krimil} kravye medyati. kramater vii syiit. sara'}akarmaf]tll}. 
kriimater vi) and Kuhn, "Indische und germanische Segensspriiche," KZ, 13: 136-37. 

5 AVS 2.31.2; 5.23.6. 
6 AVS 5.23.4. 
7 AVS 5.23.5. 
8 AVS 2.32.6; see AVS 5.23.13 n, 194. 
9 AVS 5.23.9, d. 2.32.2 and 5.23.9 n, 193. 
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be vulture(-like) and wolf(-like).10 They are called by a variety of names, 
the meanings of which are obscure: kurnru, algtitJ.4u, sahina, avaskavti, vy-
adhvarti, 11 yevii~a, kti~ka~a, ejatkti, sipavitnukti and nadanimtin. 12 The ancient 
Indian seems also to have been able to distinguish the sex of these creatures13 

and spoke of them in terms of a society, with a chief, his subjects and their 
dependents.14 There is a strong suggestion that one type was a maggot 
which is said to feed upon the decaying corpse.15 

These various types of krimis were known to have become most active 
during the early rainy season16 and to have resided in mountains, in forests, 
in plants, in domestic animals, in the waters and, most importantly, in the 
body.17 The bodily krimis were located in the entrails, in the ribs and in 
the head, which included the eyes, nostrils and teeth.18 

Treatment 

The means for the removal of these krimis consisted of ritually crushing 
and grinding them with a stone-slab and burning them. In the rite, the 
healer identified himself with the serpent-killer par excellence, Indra with 
his great weapon, the vtijra or thunderbolt. 19 Since such procedures could 
hardly have been performed on the worms while they were in the body, 
we are led to believe that a symbolical rite took place in which worms were 
smashed and burned outside of the body. Sympathetically, the action out-
side the body affected the inside as well. Agastya's charm was recited to 
overpower and ensure the death of the demonic krimis.20 There is a sug-
gestion that the most auspicious time for the rite was at sunrise, when the 
sun's rays exposed the invisible krimis and aided in the destruction of all 
noxious vermin with their heat.21 

krmi in the later traditions 

In the ritual literature of the Kausika Siitra we notice a merging of the 
purely symbolical and sympathetic measures of treatment, reminiscent of 
the Atharvaveda, with more empirical and therapeutic means, perhaps an-
ticipating those found in the ayurvedic tradition. At KausS 27.14-20, the 
healer is first instructed to make an oblation consisting of aliitJ.4u (algatJ.4u) 
and hanana worms along with black chick-peas mixed with ghee. He then 

10 AVS 5.23.4; these names suggest perhaps the voraciousness of the creatures. 
11 AVS 2.31.2-4. 
12 AVS 5.23.7-8. 
13 AVS 5.23.13. 
14 AVS 5.23.11-12; cf. 2.32.4-5. 
15 AVS 11.9.10: ... trpyatu mmil], ptiuru~eye 'bhi kul'}ape . .. I cf. also SiY.ai)Cl: ... miitr~se~u 

jf17]e~u j~yamiina~ prii1Jf, 'a being which is born in decayed flesh,' and AVS 2.31.4n, 189-90. 
16 AV~ 12.1.46: mmir j{nvat prthivi ytidyad ejati priiv~i, . .. 
17 AVS 2.31.5. 
18 AVS 2.31.4; 5.23.3. 
19 AVS 2.31.1-4; 5.23.1, 5, 8, 9, 13. 
20 AVS 5.23.10; cf. 2.31.3-4; 32.3. 
21 AVS 5.23.6-7; cf.2.32.1. 
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winds the tail-hair (of a cow)22 around a black-spotted arrow, from right 
to left, and smashes it (with a stone). He heats (the pieces) over the fire 
and lays them in the fire (while inhaling the smoke). The rite continues 
with the healer throwing up dust with his left hand, while facing south, 
and scattering it over the patient who then grinds it up. Finally, the healer 
puts ordinary wood on the fire (and the patient is made to inhale its 
smoke).23 At KausS 29.20-26, the actions in a rite against worms in children, 
initially symbolical, quickly become more empirically based, suggesting an 
actual therapeutic application: Utilizing a root from the kan-ra-plant and 
dust from the village the medicine-man follows the procedure prescribed 
at KausS 27.14-20. He then places (the child with worms) on the lap of 
its mother to the west of the fire and warms the palate of the child by 
pressing on it three times with the bottom of a pestle smeared with fresh 
butter. He smears it with the seeds of the sigru-plant mixed with fresh 
butter. He then takes twenty-one roots of the u5zra-plant and consecrates 
them with AVS 5.23.13cd, performing the action mentioned there (i.e. ac-
cording to Kesava: mashing the roots and burning their surfaces with fire). 
He gives these roots (to the patient) and pours water along with the twenty-
one (roots over the patient).24 

In the ayurvedic medical texts, we find a concern for worm-caused dis-
eases and, moreover, a continuation of the detailed descriptions and clas-
sification of worms, initiated in the Atharvaveda. There are twenty kinds 
of external and internal worms mentioned in the Caraka- and Susruta-
Sa1?lhitas.25 Of these, the only worms or krmis, which seem to be similar to 
those referred to in the Atharvaveda, are the dantada-worms, i.e. those 
which eat the teeth.26 SuUtt 3.9 and 14.9-11 also mention a disease known 
as krmigranthi which is a worm-caused cyst on the eyelids. In this case, the 
krmis are found to inhabit the region of the eye.27 These texts also speak 
of the diseases created by worms which have infested the head.28 

• 22 Following Ke5ava-SayaQ.a and Caland who reads: viilan (AZ, 84n). Bloomfield, following 
Darila, reads: biilan, 'young worm' (Hymns, 314). 

23 27.14: ... khalvarigtfn altitJrJun hananan ghrtamisrtfn juhoti. 15: va1tfn (ba1tfn) kalmtf~e 
ktftJqe savya111 parive~tya sa111bhinatti. 16: pratapati. 17: tfdadha1i. 18: savyena dak~itJtfmukha~ 
ptf'1'sri'n upamathya parikirati. 19: sa111mrdna1i. 20: tfdadha1i; cf. also Bloomfield, Hymns, 314 
and especially Caland, AZ, 84. 

24 29.20: ... karframiila'1' ktitJrJenaikadesam. 21: griimat Ptl'1'Siin. 22: pa5cad agner maturupasthe 
musalabudhnena navanifanvaktena tri~ pratihara111 tiiluni tapayati. 23: sigrubhir navanifamisrai~ 
pradegdhi. 24: ekavi111satim uSirtitJi bhinadmili mantroktam. 25: uSirtitJi prayachati. 26: ekavi'1!5atya 
sahaplavayati; cf. Bloomfield, Hymns, 452-53, and Caland, AZ, 94. 

25 See CaSiiSth 19.4 and ViSth 7.9; SuUtt 54.7 and Jolly, Medicin, 81-82; cf. also R. Miiller, 
"Indische Wiinnerkrankheiten," Gesnerus, 21: 17-22, and Meulenbeld, The Mtfdhavanidana, 
291-92. 

26 See CaSiiSth 19.9 and ViSth 7.9-32 and SuUtt 54.37; cf. Bloomfield, Hymns, 454. 
27 Cf. also CaViSth 7.11 where certain "blood-born worms" (sotJitajakrmi) are said to be 

destructive of eyelashes and SuUtt 54.12-14 where certain "phlegm-born worms" (kaphajakrrni) 
are said to bore into the eyeballs. 

28 See in particular CaCiSth 26.118, 184-187, ViSth 7.20 and SuUtt 25. 10b-lla; 26.26b-
30a and 54.34. 
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In the case of external worms, they are removed by hand or by the use 
of suitable instruments. Where the worms are found to be internal, the 
texts prescribe four basic types of therapies for their eradication: head-
purgation, vomiting, purgation and corrective type of enema.29 For a worm-
caused head disease, the sirovirecana or head-purgation and nasal-therapy 
are prescribed. 30 

Jivaka and the worm-caused head-disease 

As we noticed above, the Vedic healer recognized that the head was 
one of the principal residences of harmful worms. In the story of the phy-
sician Jivaka Komarabhacca, found in the eighth chapter of the Mahiivagga 
of the Buddhists' Vinaya Pitaka, there is an interesting account of a treatment 
he performed on a citizen of Rajagrha for a head-disease caused by worms. 
The technique involved what appears to have been a trepanation.31 The 
essential part of the operation has been reported as follows: 

Now as the story goes, Jivaka Komarabhacca made the householder lie down on 
the couch [and] bound him to it. Having cut away the skin of the head, [and] twisted 
open a suture [of the skull], he extracted two living beings and showed them to the 
crowd of people, [saying]: "Do you see these living beings, one small and one 
large. . . ?" . . . Then he closed the suture, sewed back the skin of the head and 
applied ointment.32 

The classical texts of iiyurveda, as we have noted, also mentioned a similar 
disease but prescribed quite a different treatment, involving rather nasal-
therapy and head-purgation than surgery. 

The Mahiivagga account of the story of Jivaka is the earliest literary ac-
count of such a surgical procedure to be found in India. We also have 
corroborative evidence for the treatment in archaeological data, which sug-
gests that it may have been practiced at a very early date in India, at a 
time at least as old as the Atharvavedic tradition. The most probable ex-
ample of a trepanned skull has been unearthed at Timargarha in West 
Pakistan, dating from about the ninth to the middle of the sixth century 
B.c.33 Other, apparently trepanned skulls, have been excavated from the 

29 CaViSth 7.15; cf. also SuUtt 54.21-38. 
30 See references in note 28 above. 
31 See my article "Studies in traditional Indian medicine in the Pali Canon: Jivaka and 

Ayurveda," The Journal of the International Association of Buddhist Studies, 5 (1982): 70-86. 
Cf. also R. Miiller, "Schadelertiffnungen nach indischen Sagen," Centaurus, 6 (1959): 68-81. 
A similar technique appears in the Bhojaprabandha, by Ballala; see Louis Gray, trans., The 
Narrative of Bhoja (Bhojaprabandha), by Balliila of Benares (New Haven, Conn.: American Oriental 
Society, 1950), 93-95. 

32 Mahavagga 8.1.18: atha kho Jlvaka Komarabhacco se(thi711 gahapati711 maficake nipajjapetva 
maficake sambandhitvii siSacchavi711 upphiiletva sibbini711 vinametvii dve pii1Jake (.? niharitvii janassa 
dassesi-passeyyiitha (or: passath'ayyo) ime dve pil1Jake eka711 khuddaka711 eka711 mahallaka711 . .. , 
sibbini711 sampatipiidetvii (or: sampaticchiidetvii) s!sacchavi711 sibbetvii iilepa711 adiisi. 

33 See A. H. Dani, ed., "Timargarha and The Gandhara Grave Culture," Ancient Pakistan, 
3 (1967): 48, 100,240, and Wolfram Bernhard, "Human Skeletal Remains from the Cemetery 
of Timargarha," ibid., 368-69. 
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chalcolithic sites of Harappa34 and Kalibangan in Northern Rajasthan/5 

dating from about 2000 B.C. and from the neolithic site of Burzahom in 
Kashmir, which dates from about 1800 B.c.36 These latter examples, how-
ever, have not been confirmed as exhibiting definite signs of trepanation. 

We notice, therefore, that the concern with bodily worms or vermin, 
especially those which infest the head, dates from an early period in ancient 
India and that various means for their eradication were employed. In the 
Atharvavedic tradition, the healing rite of removal appears to have been 
purely symbolic; while in the later traditions the symbolic procedures of 
the Atharvaveda merge with the developing empirical tradition of ayurveda, 
in which the more therapeutic techniques of nasal-therapy and head-pur-
gation are the predominant means of treatment. Likewise, in the later period, 
we have evidence of another method for the elimination of worms from 
the head, trepanation. Although recorded later than the Atharvaveda, it 
may have been practiced at a time contemporaneous with that tradition, 
if not prior to it. 

Worms in the Germanic tradition 
It was not only among the peoples of ancient India that worms were 

considered to be an important cause of disease. In the Germanic tradition 
also, worms or vermin were looked upon as harmful to the bodies of both 
men and animals. A. Kuhn has examined the charms from both of these 
traditions and has noticed some interesting similarities between them: 1. 
in both traditions the worm was considered to be a disease; 2. there was 
a common belief in the color of worms; and 3. the notion of the toothworm 
(Zahnwurm) is recorded in both.37 He concludes by stating rather boldly: 
"Das alles zeigt, dass sich fiir die Vorstellungen von den Krankheiten als 
Wiirmern bereits bestimmte Formen in der Sprache ausgebildet hatten und 
dass sie daher unzweifelhaft als altes Gemeingut anzusehen sind."38 

Whether the Atharvavedic and Germanic notions about worm-disease were 
derived from a common source is a debatable question.39 In both traditions, 
as Kuhn has rightly demonstrated, there is, nevertheless, a rich storehouse 
of literature and folk-belief surrounding worms (kr{mi, Wiirmer) and the 
diseases associated with them. 

2.31 

With that which is Indra's great stone-slab, the crusher of every 
worm, I grind together the worms as the khtilva-grains [are ground) 
with an [ordinary] stone-slab. 1. 

34 See A. K. Roy Chowdhury, "Trepanation in Ancient India," Asiatic Society of Calcutta, 
Communications, 25 (1973): 203-206. 

35 See A. K. Sharma, "Kalibangan Human Skeletal Remains-an Osteoarchaeological ap-
proach," JOIB, 19 (1969): 109-14. 

36 See A. K. Sharma, "Neolithic human burials from Burzahom, Kashmir," JOIB, 16 (1967): 
239,247. 

37 "Ind.ische und germanische Segensspriiche," 135-51. 
38 Ibid., 150. 
39 See in particular, Bloomfield, Hymns, 313-14. 
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I have crushed the seen and the unseen ones; I have also crushed 
the kuniru. With the charm, we grind up all the algti1J4u and sa luna 
[types of] worms. 2. 

With the great weapon, I kill the algti7Jqus. [Both] the burned [and] 
the unburned have become powerless. With the charm, I over-
power [both] the remaining [and] the unremaining ones, so that 
not one of the worms may be left. 3. 

With the charm, we grind up the worms: [the one] in the entrails, in 
the head and in the ribs, [as well as] the avaskavti and the vyadhvarti 
worms. 4. 

I kill that entire race of worms: those which are in the mountains, 
in the forests, in the plants, in the domestic animals, in the waters 
[and] those which have entered our body. 5. 

5.23 
Heaven and earth have been invoked for (by?) me, the goddess Sar-

asvafi has been invoked; [and] both Indra and Agni have been 
invoked for (by) me. [Thus, I say,] "let those two crush the 
worm." 1. 

All the enemies have been destroyed by my powerful spell; [so now,] 
you, 0 Indra, lord of wealth, destroy this boy's worms. 2. 

We crush that worm which crawls about the eyes, which crawls 
about the nostrils [or] which goes in amongst the teeth. 3. 

The two with a similar appearance, the two with a different ap-
pearance, the two black ones, the two red ones, the dark-brown 
one and the one with dark-brown ears, the vulture(-like) one and 
the wolf(-like) one have [all] been destroyed. 4. 

We crush those worms which have white underparts, which are black 
with white arms and whichever ones are variegated. 5. 

In the east, the sun rises, seeing all, the destroyer of the unseen. It 
destroys both the seen and unseen and crushes all worms. 6. 

Let both the seen and the unseen worm-the yevii~as, the kti~ka~as, 
the ejatktis [and] the sipavitnuktis-be destroyed. 7. 

Of the worms, the yevii~a has been destroyed; likewise, the nadanimtin 
has been destroyed; [for] I have ground down to a powder all 
[worms], like khtilva-grains with a stone-slab. 8. 

I crush the ribs [and] cut off the head of this spotted [and] whitish 
worm with three heads [and] three horns. 9. 

Like Atri, like Kar:tva [and] like Jamadagni, I destroy you, 0 worms; 
[and] with Agastya's spell, I grind together the worms. 10. 

The king of the worms has been destroyed and also their local head-
man has been destroyed; the worm, whose mother, brother and 
sister have been destroyed, has [also] been destroyed. 11. 

His subjects have been destroyed; [and so] have their dependents 
been destroyed. Likewise, all those worms, which are so very small, 
have been destroyed. 12. 

With a stone, I split the head of all the male and female worms; [and] 
with fire, I bum [their] face[s]. 13. 



15: URINE-RETENTION (AND CONSTIPATION) 

Avs 1.3 is a charm primarily against the retention of urine. It is 
unique because it is the only hymn of its type found either in the 
~gveda or in the Atharvaveda. 

The waste-matter, we learn, was known to be blocked in the bowels, in 
the two gav!nls (ureters?) and in the bladder (verse 6). As urine does not 
normally become obstructed in the bowels, we are led to assume that the 
hymn may have also been used in cases of constipation. This receives 
support from the Kausika Siitra (see below); likewise, in later Indian med-
icine, there is a class of diseases known as udiivarta, which is characterized, 
among other things, by constipation, retention of flatus and retention of 
urine.1 The emphasis in this charm, however, is quite clearly on the retention 
of urine. 

The means of liberating the obstructed flow of urine involved the 
breaching of the urethra and the probing of the bladder-orifice (verses 7, 
8) with what appears to have been an arrow-like reed. It has been suggested 
that this reed was a primitive type of catheter, called vasti-yantra in later 
Indian medicine.2 Filliozat, seeing difficulties with the hollowing out of a 
thin reed to be used as a catheter, suggests rather that its use was probably 
symbolic. 3 Although an arrow made from a reed is symbolic in verse 9, it 
does not imply that the mention of the reed throughout the hymn is to be 
understood in this way. It seems quite possible that a reed was originally 
employed in the treatment of urine-retention, to be replaced later by a 
more sturdy metal catheter. It points to an advanced technique of surgery 
encountered only rarely in these early hymns. The repetition of the refrain 
throughout adds to the archaic and magical quality of the charm: the non-
sense sound, "bQz," onomatopoeic for discharging water, would have helped 
to direct the purpose of the hymn and, in addition, would have had the 
psychological effect of aiding the patient to relax his bladder and to let the 
urine flow freely. 

Crucial to a complete understanding of this disease and its treatment is 
the practice outlined in the later ritual which, like the charm itself, incor-
porates elements of both magical and empirical medicine. The passages 
are plagued with obscure readings; nevertheless, we can obtain a fairly 
accurate view of a healing procedure not too different from that which was 
originally performed: 

1 CaCiSth 26.6-25; SuUtt 55; cf. also AHSii.Sth 4. 
2 See Whitney-Lanman, Atharva-veda-sa'r!hitii, Pt. 1, 3; cf. also Caland, AZ, 69-70 n7, 

Henry, La magie, 208, and G. N. Mukhopadhyaya, Surgical Instruments of the Hindus, 2 vols. 
(Calcutta: Calcutta University, 1913-14), 1: 137. 

3 La doctrine, 111-12; cf. also R. Muller, "Die Sagen vom Katheterisieren der Inder bei 
Hamverhaltung," Sudhoffs Archiv fiir Geschichte der Medizin und der Naturwissenschaften, 42 
(1958): 377-84. 
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With A VS 1.3, [the healer] binds [to the patient an amulet] which promotes urination; 
he gives [him] a concoction of [dirt from] a mole-hill, putika-plant, curded milk, 
dried pramanda-plant, with [some] twigs, to drink; with the last two verses, [he] 
makes [the patient] sit at ease and [administers an oily enema through a funnel-
commentator]; he makes [him) mount a vehicle; he launches an arrow; he splits 
open the urethra and releases [the urine in] the bladder [by means of a copper 
instrument-commentator]; having poured twenty-one barley-grains with water 
into a milk-pail, having secured a bow (or an axe) at the pudenda(?), he pours [the 
water and grains] down the member(?); he gives [the patient] a decoction of iila-
plant (wheat), lotus-stalk (bisa) and ula to drink; [this treatment can] also [be em-
ployed] in cases of retention of excrements (udavarta).' 

1.3 

We know the father of the reed, Parjanya, whose potency is a hun-
dredfold. With that I shall make your body healthy. On to the 
earth let your outflowing be, out of you, [sounding like] "bQz." 1. 

We know the father of the reed, Mitra, whose potency is a hun-
dredfold. With that I shall make your body healthy. On to the 
earth let your outflowing be, out of you, [sounding like] "bQl." 2. 

We know the father of the reed, Varu~a, whose potency is a hun-
dredfold. With that I shall make your body healthy. On to the 
earth let your outflowing be, out of you, [sounding like] "bQl." 3. 

We know the father of the reed, Candra (the moon), whose potency 
is a hundredfold. With that I shall make your body healthy. On 
to the earth let your outflowing be, out of you, [sounding like] 
"bQl." 4. 

We know the father of the reed, Siirya (the sun), whose potency is 
a hundredfold. With that I shall make your body healthy. On to 
the earth let your outflowing be, out of you, [sounding like] 
"bQl." 5. 

That which has been blocked in the bowels, in the two gavfnr (ure-
ters?) [and] in the bladder-thus may your urine be released en-
tirely, [sounding like] "bQl." 6. 

I breach your urethra as the dike of a lake [is breached]. Thus, may 
your urine be released entirely, [sounding like] "bQz." 7. 

Released is your bladder-orifice as [the orifice] of a water-holding 
ocean. Thus, may your urine be released entirely, [sounding like] 
"bQz." 8. 

As an arrow flies forth [when] released from a bow, so also may your 
urine be released entirely, [sounding like] "bQl." 9. 

'KausS 25.10-19: 10. vidmii sarasyeti prameharJaJtl badhniiti; 11. iikhukiripiitika-
mathitajaratpramandasiivraskiin piiyayati; 12. uttamiibhyiim iisthiipayati; 13. yiinam iirohayati; 14. 
i~UJ'!l visrjati; 15 (16). vartil'!l bibhetti; 16 (15). vastil'!l vi~yati; 17. ekaviJtiSatil'!l yaviin dohanyiim 
adbhir iinijfa drughnfJtl jaghane saJt~stabhya phalato 'vasiflcati; 18. iilabisolaJtl phiiTJtaJtl piiyayati; 
19. udiivartine ca. Cf. Bloomfield, Hymns, 236 and Caland, AZ, 69-70. Based on the hymn 
and a logical progression of events, siitras 15 and 16 have been reversed. On ula, see Meu-
lenbeld, The Miidhavanidiina, 448-49; perhaps it is the same as okula, lightly fried wheat. 



II. EXTERNAL DISEASES 

Unlike the internal diseases which are characterized as entering and 
residing in the body of their victims, the external diseases are less 
precisely defined but are quite naturally distinguished as those 

afflictions which affect the exterior of the body. They include broken limbs 
and flesh wounds, blood-loss, perhaps due to excessive menstrual discharge, 
and skin disorders, such as discoloration of the skin (leukoderma), rash 
with pustules, and loss of hair. 

16: BROKEN LIMBS AND FLESH WOUNDS 

This chapter will be divided into two sections: 1. charms to cure broken 
bones and wounds (AVS 4.12; 5.5); 2. charms to cure flesh wounds char-
acterized by bleeding (AVS 2.3; 6.44; 6.109). 

In both instances, the principal remedy appears to have been plants or 
their products; while in the case of bleeding wounds, water was also used. 
The vegetal part of the treatment is significant, as it involved the healing 
plant-goddess and protectress Arundhati who, being multiformed, 1 was 
invoked in her various forms in order to make the remedy, in this case the 
simples, more efficacious. 2 The mere mention of her name or one of her 
epithets would have had the effect of deifying the plant which the healer 
was to use in the healing rite. 

Broken bones, fractures and wounds 
AVS 4.12 is a charm against a common external injury suffered by both 

men and animals, the broken bone (asthnal] chinnasya, verse 1) which was 
caused by falling into a hole or by being struck by a rock (verse 7). The 
principal cure for such an injury is said to be the plant r6ha1Jf; made effi-
cacious through its association with the goddess Arundhati (verse 1). 

Perhaps the most interesting aspect of this charm is its close linguistic 
parallel to the Germanic incantations which are based on the tenth-century 
Merseburg spell. A. Kuhn has presented these spells and analyzed their 
similarities, concluding that this Atharvan charm which prescribed the use 
of a healing plant, like that from Merseburg, may have originally been part 
of a healing rite for an injured horse.3 Bloomfield, however, dismisses such 
a supposition by saying: "Any kind of genetic connection between the 

1 AVS 6.59.3. 
2 See chapter 21, below, 96£. 
3 "Indische und germanische Segensspriiche," 51-63, 151-54. 
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Hindu and the German charm is none too certain, since the situation may 
have suggested the same expressions independently."4 To posit any direct 
connection between these two charms is indeed risky; but one should not 
indiscriminately reject a valuable clue to the understanding of this Atharvan 
charm. To be sure, we may present some evidence which points to the fact 
that it may have originally been recited during the healing of a horse's 
broken limb. At P 4.15.2, we notice that the sinew (snavan) is added to the 
list of parts of the limb to be rejoined.5 In almost all the versions of the 
Merseburg spell presented by Kuhn, the sinew was reckoned as such a 
part.6 More importantly, the evidence contained in the charm itself suggests 
that a horse may be meant. With the rendering of verse 6 (see also notes 
on 200-201, below) according to the printed text, we have what appears 
to be an incantation recited by the healer, imploring a horse to stand up, 
boldly and strongly, and to proceed to its chariot which, for its benefit, has 
been fitted out with strong and sturdy parts. Likewise, at verse 7, falling 
into a hole and being struck by a rock suggest accidental injuries which a 
horse, rather than a man, would be more likely to incur. 

These few pieces of evidence in no way prove that this charm was orig-
inally intended for a horse, nor do they confirm any connection with the 
German spells. In fact, the tradition employs it for an injury suffered by a 
man. 7 They do, however, raise some interesting points which, in the past, 
would have been brushed aside as ridiculous. 

AVS 5.5 is a charm devoted to the cure of a very similar injury, the 
fracture (nita)8 or wound (tirus) caused by a club, an arrow or a flame 
(verses 4, 6). The remedy employed to mend the injury was lalc~a or 
silad Controversy surrounds the exact meaning of these words. Early 
translators considered them to be plants, perhaps parasitic in nature,9 while 
more recent examiners of this charm understand them to refer to a resin 
or exudation. Filliozat and Vishva Bandhu view ltik~a as such a substance, 
which is commonly called lac, an ayurvedic medicine.10 Likewise, K. N. 
Dave has understood it to mean lac and has even noticed in the charm the 
process of the production of lac from the so-called lac-insect.11 There is no 

• Hymns, 386. More recently, this same view has been propounded by B. Schlerath in his 
article "Zu den Merseburg Zauberspriichen," Innsbrucker Beitriige zur Kulturwissenschaft, Son-
derheft, 15 (1962): 139-43. 

5 It should be kept in mind, however, that this P charm exhibits evidence of being late. 
6 I<Z, 1 3: 51-57, 151-54. 
7 See KausS 28.4, and Caland, AZ, 89. 
8 Words from the root ru, 'to break,' occur four times in the J!.gveda and at each place they 

suggest a bodily injury involving a smashed or broken limb, or fracture [see ~V 10.39.3; 
1 0.86.5; 10.105.7 and 9.112.1 where the healer (bhisaj ) is characterized as the one who desires 
a fracture (to cure)]. 

9 See Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 2: 450, and Weber, IS, 18: 182. 
1° Filliozat, La doctrine, 109-11; Vishva Bandhu, VIJ, 9: 1-3. On both the medicinal and 

non-medicinal uses of lac, see Dutt and King, Materia Medica, 277-78. 
11 "Lac and the Lac-insect in the Atharva-Veda," International Academy of Indian Culture 

(Nagpur, 1950), 1-16; see also S. L. Hora's excellent summary: "Lac and the Lac-insect in the 
Atharva-Veda," JASB, 18 (1952): 13-15. 
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question that there are strong indications that the poet-healer was, on oc-
casion, describing something that resembles resin (verses 2, 3, 5, 8, 9). It 
is unlikely, however, that he was aware of the fact that lac was not a 
product of the plant, but the result of the activities of an insect. It is more 
reasonable to assume that liik~a (silticf) was a substance derived from aus-
picious plants and that both were divine aspects of the plant-goddess 
Arundhati In other words, in the poet's mind, the plant and its product 
were looked upon as possessing the same divine characteristics which were 
given to it through its association with Arundhati 12 

In addition to the numerous mythological references to the goddess, we 
have at least one which hints at the fact that she was to be drunk, perhaps 
in a potion, in order to save the patient and to promote his well-being 
(verse 2). This receives support from the later ritual practice which, being 
largely therapeutic with elements of symbolism and no reference to the 
use of plants, suggests a more recent attitude toward healing (the rite in-
corporates both hymns): 
With 4.12, [the healer] sprinkles [the wound] with water at the time when the stars 
begin to fade away (i.e. at dawn); he gives [the patient] a mixture of ghee and milk 
to drink [and] anoints [the wound with the same mixture]. With the verses char-
acterized with the word lalc~a [AVS 5.5 (and 4.12-commentator)], [the healer] gives 
[to the patient] a decoction [of lalc~ti) in milk to drink.13 

4.12 

You, the r6ha1Jl; are r6ha1Jl; the healer of the severed bone. (Therefore,] 
make this [limb] grow, 0 Arundhati 1. 

Let Dhaq propitiously reunite, joint with joint, whatever broken bone 
[or] inflamed piece of flesh [is] in your body. 2. 

Let your marrow be united with marrow and [let] your joint [be] 
united with joint. Let your tom [piece] of flesh and [your] bone 
grow together. 3. 

Let the marrow be united with marrow; let the skin grow with skin; 
let your blood grow with blood [and] let flesh grow with flesh. 4. 

You, 0 herb, make hair join with hair, make skin join with skin. 
Unite what is severed. Let bone grow forth with bone. 5. 

You there stand up, advance, run along, [your] chariot (has] strong 
wheels, rims [and] hubs. Stand erect firmly! 6. 

If falling in a hole, (he] has been injured, or if a hurled rock has 
struck [him, then] may (Dhaq] unite the limbs, joint with joint, as 
~bhu [the parts] of a chariot. 7. 

12 The charm itself suggests something similar: at vs. 8, the father of the liik~a (silac{) is 
called what appears to be by the same name as the goddess; but, because it is the father and 
a son, it must be understood as a masculine divinity. 

13 KausS 28. 5-6; 14: 6. rohal'}ity avanak~tre 'vasiflcati; 6. p~ataka'fl prayayaty abhyanakti; 
14. liik~tllirigiibhir dugdhe phtil'}ttin payayati. Cf. Bloomfield, Hymns, 285, and Caland, AZ, 88, 
90. 
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5.5 

The night [is] your mother, the cloud, your father [and] Yama, your 
grandfather. Indeed, your are silaci; by name, [and] you are the 
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sister of the gods. 1. 
He who drinks you lives; you save the man; for you are the protectress 

of all and the refuge of the people. 2. 
You, like a mannish young girl, mount each and every tree. Indeed, 

you are, by name, triumphant, steadfast and delivering. 3. 
You are the mender of that wound which is inflicted by a club, by 

an arrow or by a flame. [Therefore,] mend this man. 4. 
You, 0 Arundhafi, arise out of the auspicious plak~ti, asvatthti, khadirti 

[and] dhavti; [likewise,] out of the auspicious nyagr6dha [and] panJti 
[and] come to us. 5. 

May you, 0 golden one, 0 auspicious one, 0 sun-colored one, 0 
most beautiful one, go to the fracture; [for] you, 0 mender, are 
indeed mender by name. 6. 

0 golden one, 0 auspicious one, 0 fiery one, 0 hairy-sided one, 0 
lak~a, you are the sister of the waters [and] your very self has 
become the wind. 7. 

The young girl's son, silacfn (?),by name, [is] your father; [and] you, 
0 goat-brown one, were sprinkled with the blood of Yama' s tawny 
horse. 8. 

Having streamed from the horse's blood, she crept on to the trees. 
[So] having become [as] a winged stream, come to us, 0 
Arundhafi. 9. 

Flesh wounds characterized by bleeding 

AVS 2.3, 6.44 and 6.109 are charms for the cure of a bodily affliction 
called r6ga (or rogal]a). Etymologically, the word r6ga points to a breach of 
some part of the body, i.e., a flesh-wound or affliction,1 which, at A VS 
6.120.3, beings of the heavenly world are said to have abandoned. These 
divinities are also mentioned as being not lame in the limbs and being 
devoid of dislocated (limbs).2 The affliction or wound appears to have been 
characterized by asravti. According to the native commentators and most 
western interpreters, asravti represented any bodily discharge or flux. 3 In 
the context of a flesh-wound, however, it seems to refer specifically to a 
discharge of blood. The cause for this bleeding wound is the infliction of 

1 See T. Chowdhury, JBORS, 17: 48. Later the word roga came to mean 'disease' or 'infinnity' 
(see Meulenheld, The Madhavanidana, 505). 

2 ytitra suhilrda~ sukfto mtidanti vihilya roga'tl tanvd~ svilyiil}, tis1orJa tirigair tihrutiil} svarge 
ttitra pa5yema pittirau ca putriln (cf. AVS 3.28.5). • 

3 See I<ausS 25.6 and its commentaries as well as Sayal,lll to AVS 1.2.4 and 2.3.2, below in 
the notes, 207-208; Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 1: 74; cf. also Bloomfield, AJPh, 7: 467-
69; Hyfr!ns, 233; Filliozat, La doctrine, 101; and Chowdhury, JBORS, 17: 48. 
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a weapon.4 Closely related to this bloody discharge is the morbid condition 
known as vatfkrta, which, etymologically, suggests perhaps gastric problems 
and which may look back to the very beginnings of what later could have 
given rise to the trido~a-doctrine of classical ayurveda. s 

The medicines used in the treatment of such a wound included water 
and herbs.6 The water, called Rudra's urine,7 is said to have come from 
the mountain streams and from the sea (samudra). 8 At AVS 2.3.4, termites 
(upajlkas) are said to have taken up this type of water. A similar connection 
between termites and water occurs at AVS 6.100.2.9 In this instance, how-
ever, the water is used against poison. Because termites are not normally 
connected with the salty water of the ocean, it would appear that the 
samudra-water mentioned here refers to the fresh water of a large lake. 

The other medicine, said to have come from the earth, 10 refers to the 
herbs or plants. They are called vi~tfrJ.akQ, and pippalf:11 vi~tfrJ.akQ, being 
etymologically connected to 'hom' (vi~arJ.a), is, at A VS 6.44.3, called "the 
destroyer of vattkrta";12 and at P 15.15.9, arundhatlis titled "medicine for 
vattkrta." This points to an ultimate connection of vi~tfrJ.aka and pippalf with 
the medicinal plant-goddess Arundhati In an obscure mythical reference, 
the asuras are said to have buried the "medicine-for-wounds" which is 
also the "medicine for asrava" and the "medicine for vattkrta," i.e. 
pippalt deep below the earth13 and the gods are said to have dug it up 
again.14 

There is another plant, mufija-grass, which may also have been used in 
this healing rite. At A VS 1.2, a hymn primarily concerned with the pro-
tection from enemies' arrows, 15 verse 4 mentions mufija in relation to r6ga 
and asrava: "As the tejana (perhaps a reference to the "sharp" arrow) stands 
between heaven and earth, so then let the mufija-grass stand between both 
the affliction and [its] (bloody) discharge."16 The implication is that the 

4 AVS 6.109.1, 3; cf. AVS 2.3.6. 
5 See Filliozat, La doctrine, 140-41. The word vtitiktirti, a variant of vatfkrta, occurs at AVS 

9.8.20 (47 above). · 
• AVS 2.3.6. 
7 AVS 6.4.4.3. 
8 AVS 2.3.1, 4. 
9 Cf. also MS 4.5.9; SB 14.1.18 and TA 5.1.4, where there is the association between termites 

or white ants and water. 
10 AVS 2.3.3, 5. 
II AVS 6.44.3; 6.109.1, 2. 
12 It is interesting to note that the pippali'-plant is utilized as a medicine in tiyurveda. Its root 

and fruit are given internally for various ailments, many of which include gastric disorders 
(see Dutt and King, Materia Medica, 244-45, and P. N. V. Kurup, et al., Handbook of Medicinal 
Plants [New Delhi: Central Council for Research in Ayurveda and Siddha, 1979], 166). 

13 AVS 2.3.3; 6.109.3. 
14 AVS 2.3.4; 6.109.3. 
15 In the ritual literature, we find the hymn employed both as a battle charm at KausS 14.7-

13 and a medical charm at Kau5S 25.6-9. The verses of the hymn itself point to an original 
usage as a battle charm. 

16 ytithti dya~ ca prthivf~ ctinttis t{~fhati tejanam, eva r6ga~ ciisriivti~ ctinttis ti~thu muflja {t. 
K 20.33.6 is a similar verse in which the notion of disease or discharge does not occur: yathii 
dyii~ ca prthivl~ ca muflja it ti~thaty antarii, asthiid ida~ vi5va~ bhuvanam asthtid vaco anusyava~ 
(?, perhaps read as anusrava~), which may tentatively be rendered: "As indeed the mulija-
grass stands between heaven and earth [so also] did this entire living world stand [and so] 
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muflja-grass was somehow used to prevent the bleeding which, from the 
context of the hymn, appears to be from an arrow-wound. It could be 
merely a reference to the symbolic use of the muflja-grass: just as the sharp 
reed-arrow (sara, verse 1) is the cause of the affliction, so also the pointed 
muflja-grass should be able to ward off the wounds caused by them. It 
may, however, point to the use of small bits of muflja-grass as a type of 
gauze-pad which, when applied to the bleeding wound, aided in stopping 
the blood-flow. 17 

The ritual mentioned in the Kausika Sutra for each of these hymns illus-
trates a combination of symbolism and actual therapeutics and shows very 
little connection with what is stated in the hymns: 

With A VS 1.2 and 2.3, [the healer] binds [to the patient] the top of a stalk of 
mufija-grass by means of a cord [made from the grass]; having ground up pieces 
of the grass and the mud from a termite's nest (or an anthill), he gives [it to the 
patient] to drink; he anoints [him] with ghee and blows [through an opening in a 
piece of hide] upon [the affected areas]. While muttering AVS 6.44, [the healer 
makes the patient sip water] by means of a ghee-smeared, deciduous hom of a 
pining away cow(?) [and sprinkles him with it]. With AVS 6.109, [the healer] makes 
[the patient] eat pepper-coms.18 

2.3 

I prepare for you that medicine which runs down, flowing from the 
mountain, so that you may be an effectual medicine. 1. 

Then indeed, what then indeed! Of those which are your hundred 
medicines, you are superior, without iisriivti [and] without the afflic-
tion. 2. 

The tisuras bury this great treatment-for-wounds deep below [the 
earth]. It is the medicine for iisriivti and it has destroyed the 
affliction. 3. 

The upajlkiis (termites) take up the medicine from the sea. It is the 
medicine for iisriivti and it has destroyed the affliction. 4. 

This great treatment-for-wounds has been taken up from the earth. 
It is the medicine for iisriivti and it has destroyed the affliction. 5. 

did the after-flowing(?) of speech stand [between those two]." 0 reads similar to Sau, except 
in cd, it has mufljas ti~thaty antarii The next verse (7) in 0 is as follows: asthiid ida~ visva~ 
bhuvanam asthiid viito vanacyava~, asthur vrk~ii iirdhvasvpniis ti~thiid rogo aya~ tava, "The 
entire living world stood still; the wind shaking the forest stood still; the upright-sleeping 
trel!!' stood still; [therefore] may this your affliction stand still (i.e. stop its discharge)" (cf. 
AVS 6.44.1). 

17 Cf., below, P 19.4.14 to AVS 1.17.4 (215-16 below) where a similar use of reeds (sara), 
along with sand, is mentioned. 

18 KausS 25.6-9; 31.6; 26.38: 25.6. vidmii sarasyiido yad iti mufljasiro rajjvii badhniiti; 7. 
iikrtilo~tavalmikau parilikhya piiyayati; 8. sarpi~iilimpati; 9. apidhamati; 31.6. asthiid dyawr ity 
apaviitiiyiil] svaya~srastena gosrngeiJII sa~piitavatii japan; 26.38. caturtheniiSayati. Cf. Bloomfield, 
Hymns, 234, 277-78, 481-82, 516; Caland, AZ, 68-69, 99-100, and 80; and Henry, La magie, 
196. Bloomfield remarks that KausS 31.6 is "another salient instance of the conscious em-
ployment of a hymn in a ritual in a secondary manner" (AJPh, 12: 427 n). 
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Let the water be healthy for us [and let] the herbs [be] auspicious [to 
us]. Let Indra's thunderbolt ward off the rak~tis-demons [and] let 
the released arrows of the rak~tis-demons fly into the distance. 6. 

6.44 

Heaven stood still; earth stood still; the entire living world stood still; 
the upright-sleeping trees stood still; [therefore] may this your af-
fliction stand still. 1. 

A hundred, a thousand of your medicines have been brought to-
gether, [of which you are] the best medicine for iisriiva [and] the 
most excellent destroyer of the affliction. 2. 

You are Rudra's urine [and] the navel of immortality. To be sure, 
you are vi~ii1Jak£, by name, arisen from the fathers' root [and] the 
destroyer of viitlkrta. 3. 

6.109 

pippalf(pepper) is the medicine for [wounds from] missiles [and] the 
medicine for those pierced deeply [by weapons]. The gods thought 
of her [as] the one "capable of restoring life." 1. 

Coming together just after their birth, the pippalf (pepper)-plants 
conversed amongst themselves: "May that man, whom we should 
visit [and find] living, not be harmed." 2. 

The asuras buried you, the medicine for viitlkrta and the medicine 
for [wounds from] missiles, [and] the gods dug you up again. 3. 



17: BLOOD-LOSS 

Avs 1. 17 is a charm to stop the flow of blood. Although it is not 
explicitly stated in the hymn, there is the implication, gathered 
from variant readings at P 19.4.15 and Nirukta 3.4 and from a 

comparison with AVS 7.35 (36).2 that the blood-flow was considered to 
be that characterized by an excessively heavy menstrual discharge.1 The 
blood was believed to issue from two types of vessels, the hiras which are 
perhaps distinguished as being smaller (verses 1, 2) than the larger, dhamanis 
(verse 2). Both, however, were recognized as existing in large numbers in 
the body (verse 3). 

The cure for this condition involved the recitation of incantations im-
ploring the blood to stop its flow and the use of sand to surround the 
vessels and to inhibit the blood-loss. At P 1.94.4 (see 216, below) the healer 
is directed to sprinkle or to spread the sand on to the spot from which the 
blood is streaming. In this way, the sand acted as a kind of coagulant 
allowing the blood to clot and the bleeding to stop. If, however, we consider 
that the charm may have originally been used in a rite to stop excessive 
menstrual discharge, the reference to "the solid bow-like bank of sand" 
which was to have surrounded the vessels and to have brought about the 
cessation of the blood-flow, may point to an early kind of sanitary napkin. 2 

In both explanations a more empirical attitude toward medical treatment 
is implied. 

The ritual tradition prescribes the use of this hymn in the treatment of 
excessive blood-loss caused by menstruation and by wounds. The procedure 
is empirically based and reflects a close connection with the hymns, espe-
cially those of the Paippalada recension: 
While muttering AVS 1.7, [the healer touches the site of the blood-flow] with a 
bamboo-staff containing five joints [and then] scatters sand and gravel around [the 
site]; he binds [to the patient] fragments from the site of ruins (or mud from a 
marsh?); he gives [the patient a solution of pulverized fragments in water] to drink 
[and also] a concoction of curded milk and ground sesame with four tips of diirvii-
grass to drink. 3 

In the later medical tradition, the disease, characterized by the excessive 
flow of blood during and after menses, was known as asrgdara; 4 and the 

1 See notes to AVS 1.17.1,3 214-15, below. 
2 Cf. P 19.4.14, where sand and reeds are mentioned, perhaps for the same purpose (215, 

below). 
3 KausS 26.9(10)-13: 9(10). amiiryiiiti paflcaparoa'}iipiiTrJsusikatiibhi~ parikirati; 11. armaka-

piilikiiTrJ badhniiti; 12. piiyayati; 13. caturbhir diiroiigrair dadhipalalaTrJ piiyayati. Cf. Bloomfield, 
Hymns~ 257-58, and especially Caland, AZ, 74-75. See also Henry, La magie, 196. 

' SuSaSth 2.18-21; cf. also Jolly, Medicin, 50, and Kutumbiah, Ancient Indian Medicine, 179. 
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treatment for it was the same as that prescribed for a hemorrhage (raktapitta) 
mentioned at SuUtt 45.11-15. 

1.17 

Let those young women, the hira-[blood] vessels, clothed in red gar-
ments, who proceed as brotherless sisters, stop with their beauty 
drained. 1. 

Stop, you lower one; stop, you upper one; and also stop, you middle 
one. And [since] the smallest one stops, indeed the dhamtini-[blood] 
vessel should [also] stop. 2. 

Of the hundred dhamtini-[blood] vessels [and] of the thousand 
hira-[blood] vessels, these middle ones have indeed stopped. 
Jointly, the end ones have come to rest. 3. 

The solid bow-like bank of sand has surrounded you [,0 vessels?]. 
Stop, remain perfectly still. 4. 



18: SKIN DISORDERS 

kilasa (Discoloration of the Skin; Leukoderma) 

A vs 1.23 and 24 are charms for what appear to be two kinds of skin 
disorders, kilasa and palita. The latter term, means 'pale', and 
denotes in the Susruta Sart~hitti, white hair caused by age and by 

pain.1 In the Atharvaveda, however, the word indicates a white-colored 
spot on the skin, closely related to kilasa, and is perhaps merely a char-
acterization of it (1.23.2). kilasa, on the other hand, is more problematic. 
Sayal).a considers it to be a skin-disease characterized by cutaneous white-
ness(svetaku~fha);andmostwesteminterpretersviewitasatypeof''leprosy.''2 
In classical Indian medicine, however, there are three types of kilasa which 
itself is a variety of ku~tha or 'skin-disease,' among which group leprosy is 
also found.3 The symptoms of the Atharvavedic kilasa are cutaneous white 
marks or spots (1.23.2, 3, 4) which are said to arise from within the body 
and to be caused by a curse (1.23.4). Such a description suggests the general 
skin disorder known as leukoderma: "A condition of defective pigmentation 
of the skin, especially a congenital absence of pigment in patches or bands."4 

Unlike leprosy, therefore, leukoderma is less severe and does not produce 
skin -lesions. 

In order to cure this condition, the healer uses a spell or spells, presumably 
A VS 1.23 and 24, and a dark, even-colored herb which appears to possess 
a dyeing or tincturing quality (1.23.1, 4: 1.24.4). Sympathetically, everything 
with a dark hue, connected with the herb, is mentioned in the charm. It is 
born at night (1.23.1), the soil in which it grows is dark and the environment 
in which it is found is also dark (1.23.3). To strengthen its effectiveness, 
the poet-healer presents a mythological episode in which a female asura, 
the first one to produce the medicine for kilasa and to bring about its de-
struction, was conquered in battle and gave the trees an eagle's gall-colored 
appearance. This asun'" destroyed the kilasa and restored an even color to 
the skin (1.24.1, 2).5 He goes on to recount the herb's lineage: both the 

1 See NiSth 13.32-33 and Filliozat, Lll doctrine, 102. 
2 See Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 1: 158 and notes to AVS 1.23, 24, 217, below. 
3 See CaCiSth 7.173; SuNiSth 5.14 and Filliozat, Lll doctrine, 103. 
4 Normand L. Hoerr, and Arthur Osol, eds., Blakiston's New Gould Medical Dictionary, (New 

York: McGraw-Hill, 1956, second edition), 663. Filliozat, being more cautious, explains it as 
a "trouble de coloration dele peau du a des malefices ... " (Lll doctrine, 104); cf. also Kar-
ambelkar, The Atharoa-Veda and the Ayur-Veda, 185. 

5 tfsurfis traditionally equated with rtijasa~pa or the brown mustard (see AthPariS 35 and 
Karambelkar, The Atharoa-Veda and the Ayur-Veda, 90). 
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mother and the father have the same name as the herb, i.e. 'even-colored' 
(1.24.3). Thereupon, the herb is requested to restore the skin to its natural 
evenness of color by staining it dark or gall-colored (1.24.3-4). There is 
also a hint that part of this healing ritual included uprooting the plant from 
the ground (1.24.4). Although the charm does not indicate how the herb 
was applied, one would assume that it was made into a decoction and 
rubbed on to the skin. 

The ritual practice combines magical and empirical techniques; and since 
it follows the hymns closely, it reflects a quality of originality: 
With AVS 1.23 and 1.24, [the healer], having scrubbed [the discolored patches] 
with (dried) cow-dung until they are red, anoints [them with the vegetal substances] 
mentioned in the hymn (i.e. bhrfigariijti, haridrti, indraviiru!JI and nilf-commentator); 
he pulls out the grey hairs; and, covered, [the healer performs] the rites to the 
Maruts[, which at KausS 41.1-7 are for rain).6 

1.23 

You, 0 dim, black and dark herb, are born at night. 0 you colorer, 
color him who is kilasa and pale. 1. 

Make the spotted one, both the kilasa and the pale one, vanish from 
here. Let your own [natural] color enter you. Make the white ones 
fly away. 2. 

Your bed [is] dark; your site [is] dark and you, 0 herb, are dark. 
Make the spotted one vanish from here. 3. 

By means of the spell, I have destroyed the cutaneous white mark 
of kilasa born of the bone, of the body [and] caused by a curse. 4. 

1.24 

The eagle was the first born. You were his gall. Then, the iisun~ con-
quered in battle, gave the trees [their] appearance. 1. 

The iisurf was the first one to produce this medicine for kilasa, the 
[means for the] destruction of kilasa. She destroyed kilasa [and] 
made the skin even-colored. 2. 

Even-colored, by name, [is] your mother; even-colored, by name, [is] 
your father. [Since] you, 0 herb, are even-colored, [therefore] make 
this [skin] even-colored. 3. 

The dark one, who makes things even-colored, was taken up from 
the earth. You must now quite properly accomplish this [end and] 
restore [the skin's natural] colors. 4. 

apadts (Rash with Pustules) 

AVS 6.25; 83; 7.74(78).1, 2 and 7.76(80).1, 2 are charms againstthe skin 
affliction known as apadt (feminine). This is a rather obscure malady be-

6 KausS 26.22-24: 22. naktarrzjiitii supa17Jo jiita iti mantoktarrz sakf:dii lohitarrz pragh~yiilimpati; 
23. palitiiny iicchidya; 24. miirutiiny apihita~. Cf. Bloo~eld, Hymns, 266-67; Caland, AZ, 76-
77; and Henry, La magie, 190. See also notes to AVS 1.23.1, 217 below. 
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cause of its confounding characteristics. SayaJ).a, however, has defined the 
word as gaJJ4amalti, or 'scrofulous swellings' which are often located about 
the neck.1 Following along these lines, Bloomfield has pointed to the fact 
that apacft probably represents the disease apacf mentioned in the Susruta 
Sa'?lhita(NiSth 11.8-9),2 which Filliozat has shown to be more particularly 
a case of adenopathy.3 

The apacits are characterized as raised bumps or pustules4 called guroiktfS 
and agrii (a female demon).6 There are types which are variegated, white, 
black and red.7 The black color, as Filliozat suggests, may be a gangrenous 
tinge which the abscess assumes just before rupturing and the red color 
could be characteristic of the swelling before it reaches the abscessed stage.8 

There is also a barren apacft 9 who is called the black one's daughter. This 
may describe the state of the swelling before it suppurates or after it has 
done so, when the pus cannot be seen. The apacfts are associated with 
oozing boils or sores10 and seem to be located amongst the hairs of the 
head.11 They are also stated to be on the nape of the neck, about the neck, 
on the shoulders, the abdomen, along the sides and on the vijaman (twin 
?) joints beginning with the armpits and moving down the body, including 
perhaps the pudenda.12 They seem to have occurred in large numbers, but 
were considered to have increased in number as they spread down the 
body, 13 suggesting perhaps a type of rash with pustules.14 

The most puzzling qualities, which the apacfts are said to possess, include 
their ability to fly15 and to make noise.16 These characteristics led early 
translators to suggest that the apacfts represented some type of flying and 
buzzing insect.17 Although the arguments of Bloomfield and Filliozat are 
quite convincing, the fact remains that these t\U'o traits do not correspond 
with the descriptions of the glandular swellings commonly known as ad-

1 This view is also supported by Karambelkar, The Atharva-Veda and The Ayur-Veda, 170f. 
2 Hymns, 472, 503, 504, and cf. AJPh, 11: 327. 
3 La doctrine, 91-92; see also AHUtt 29.25; 30.13-41. 
'SeeP 8.16.1-3 to AVS 6.25.1-3. 
5 P 1.59.3, see note 26, 84 below. 
6 Ibid. 
7 AVS 6.83.2, 3; 7.74(78).1. 
8 La doctrine, 91-92. 
9 AVS 6.83.3. 
10 AVS 6.83.3. 
11 AVS 6.83.1; cf. alsoP 1.59.1, 2. which reads: yasmiid arigiit sarrrsusriiva a< manuscript: 

susriiva) yad babhiiva galantyar5a~ (Bar: galuntikii or kam; Raghu Vira: galattsva ?), giivo vatsam 
iva jiiniiniis tat paraitu (K: tad upait1) yathiiyatham. Vs. 2: niisrgasti (K: niisrgasya) patarigasya 
tardasya masakiidyiil], ver:o~ piitudror niisty asrn miisya glaur miipacid bhuvat (see also Renou, 
JA, 252: 446). 

12 AVS 6.25.1-3; 7.74(78).2, 7.76(80).2 and P 8.16.3. 
13 AVS 6.25.1-3. 
1' Jean Mulholland, a Ph.D. student working ir1 Thai traditional medicirle, has irlformed 

me that a similar notion concemirlg the enumeration of the pustules occurs ir1 the description 
of the disease "Birth siing," found ir1 the Thai medical text, Khamphfprathom c"hindii of Phiiet-
thayasiit songkhro, vol. 1. 

15 AVS 6.83.1, 3; P 1.59.4 (see note 26, 84 below). 
16 AVS 6.25.1-3. 
17 See Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 1: 24. 



84 RELIGIOUS MEDICINE 

enopathies. It may be possible, however, to shed some light on this apparent 
contradiction. To the poet-healer, the swellings or pustules, which covered 
the body in great numbers from the nape of the neck down to the last twin 
joint, may have resembled the rash caused by the bites of noxious, parasitic 
insects which suck the blood of their host and whose wings make a sort 
of buzzing or humming noise.18 It is conceivable that the ancient Indian 
looked on these noxious insects as the cause of his affliction. By making 
the pests fly away, vanish or more colloquially, "buzz-off," 19 the healer 
would have effectively initiated a cure. 

Like other flying vermin, 20 the apadts were exposed and destroyed by 
the light from the sun, 21 suggesting that the rite was probably performed 
at dawn. More efficiently, however, the healer pricked them with the root 
of the divine medicine-man in order to cause the sores to suppurate and 
then cut them off level with the skin. 22 There is also the strong suggestion 
that one treatment involved the use of salt, 23 which will be discussed below. 
These cures, which incorporated lancing and the use of salt, point to a 
more empirical approach to medical treatment. The healer also employed 
techniques of healing which were more magical in nature and which oc-
curred often in the medical charms. He appeased the apadts in an effort 
to win them over by making an offering to them;24 and by taking possession 
of or by knowing their names (i.e. characteristics), he was able to establish 
his superior power over them.25 Found only at P 1.59.3, 4, the healer sent 
the apadts to an undesirable victim, such as an enemy or a woman with 
a black neck;26 and also found only at P 1.59.5-6, he requested the demons 
to depart to the ground.27 The latter may simply be a more formulaic way 
of imploring the apadts to drop off, as we noted above. 

In the ritual text, which is obscure in places, there is, as in the hymn 
itself, a strong inclination toward empirical procedures for the removal of 
the pustules, implying a degree of originality in the rite: 
With AVS 6.25, [the healer), with sticks, kindles fifty-five leaves of the parasu-
plant; he smears [their sap], which has bubbled forth in a cup, [on the pustules] 

18 It is important to note that at P 1.59.2, 4 insects, such as the tarda, 'grain-infesting insect,' 
and the mosquito (masaka), are mentioned in relation to apacfts (see note 11, 83 above and 
note 26 below). 

19 At AVS 6.83.1, the request for the apacfts to fly forth as an eagle from its nest suggests 
the flight of insects from bodily hair. 

20 See in particular ~V 1.191. 
21 AVS 6.83.1. 
22 AVS 7.74(78).1-2. 
23 AVS 7.76(80).1-2. 
24 AVS 6.83.4. 
25 AVS 6.83.3; P 1.59.3 (see next note). 
26 P 1.59.3, 4: Vs.3: ahart~ veda yathiisitha gurvikii niima vii asi, amurt~ tart~ tvam ito gaccha 

yam ahart~ dve11mi piiruf1am. Vs. 4: tasyiipi madhya iisfda nilagnviisu sfdatii, viitasyiinu praviirt~ 
masakasyiinu sart~vidam (cf. Renou, JA, 252: 446-47). 

27 P 1.59.5-6: preto yantv agruvo nir ito yantv agruva~, adhariicfr ita~ para'l}. Vs. 6: priihart~ 
gliivam adhmiisart~ nir ahart~ gliivam adhmiisam, adhariicfr ita~ para~ (note: K combines these 
two vss. into one vs. 4; cf. Renou, JA, 252: 447). 
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with a stick; [he smears th~ pustules] with crushed mussel or the saliva from dogs 
and makes leeches, house-flies, etc., bite [them](?). With AVS 6.83 and 7.76(80), 
[the healer does as] in the case of the crushed mussel, etc. [above]; having crushed 
rock-salt into fine bits, [he puts it on the sores and] spits on [them]. With AVS 
6.83.3cd, [the healer follows the same procedure as] at KausS 31.11-15 (see 94 
below). With AVS 6.83.4, after having sprinkled the sore of unknown origin with 
holy-water, he [makes an offering] with the dregs of ghee while contemplating [its 
source]. With AVS 7.74(78). 1-2, [the healer performs the action] mentioned in the 
hymn (i.e. pricking and cutting) with a bow [made] from the (Ve!Ju) diirbhii~a- tree(?) 
which has a bow-string fashioned from black wool and [three] black arrows with 
tufts of wool at their points. With the fourth verse [perhaps, AVS 7.76(80).2], he, 
having touched [a fourth arrow to the pustules], pierces [them]; [at dawn, he sprinkles 
the pustules] with [water] warmed by [burning) the bow-string and the tufts of 
wool.28 

Of special interest is the use of salt which, as we have noticed, is pre-
scribed in the ritual literature and is mentioned in the hymn at A VS 
7.76(80).1. In an interesting passage found in the Mahavagga of the Pali 
Buddhist Canon, salt-crystal is recommended in the treatment of a sore 
which has stood up: The ripened pustule is to be cut off with the salt-
crystal. 29 Such a description of a pustule closely resembles the etymological 
definition of apa-dt (root ci plus tipa), 'that which is heaped up (or increased 
in size).' 30 In the later medical literature, the treatment of granthis, pustules 
very similar to apaci; involved lancing and the spreading of salt on them 
in order to make them suppurate.31 The references to the general practices 
of lancing and especially to the use of salt in the treatment of such pustules, 
therefore, provides an unbroken continuity from the very earliest accounts 
and has helped to define more clearly the apadts as pustules with an ac-
companying rash. 

6.25 

Let all those fifty-five, who accumulate on the nape of the neck, 
vanish from here, like the words of the apadts. 1. 

Let all those seventy-seven, who accumulate all about the neck, van-
ish from here, like the words of the apadts. 2. 

28 KausS 30.14-16; 31.16-17; 31.20; 31.21; 32.8-10: 30.14. pafica ca yii iti paflca paflciisataTt~ 
parasupal7}iin kii~thair iidfpayati; 15. kapiile prasrtart' kii~teniilimpati; 16. kiTt~styasvajiim
bilodakarak~ikiimasakiidibhyiiTt~ daTt~sayati; 31.16. apacita ii susrasa iti kiTt~styiidlni; 17. lohitala-
varJart' Sart'k~udyiibhini~thfvati; 31.20 glaur ity ak~atena; 31.21. Vihi sviim ity ajfliitiiru~ siintyu-
dakena saTt~prok~ya manasii saTt~piitavatii; 32.8 apacitiim iti vairJavena diirbhyii~erJa kr:~TJOI7}iijyena 
kiilabundai stukiigrair iti mantroktam; 9. caturthyiibhinidhiiyiibhividhyati; 10. jyiistukiijviilena. For 
detailed explanations of certain obscurities, see especially, Bloomfield, AJPh, 11: 325, 327-
28; Hymns, 472, 504, 558; Caland, AZ, 96-98, 101-102, 104-105; cf. also, Henry, La magie, 
193-94. 

29 6.14.5: varJamart'Sart' (or va44hamaTt~Sart', 'increased flesh,' found in some readings) vutthiiti. 
(bhagavato etam atthart' iirocesurt'.) anujiiniimi, bhikkhave, lorJasakkharikiiya chinditurt' ti. Cf. 
Buddhaghosa at Samantapiisiidikii, (5, 1092): va44hamart'Sart' ti adhikamart'Sart' iiTJi viya utthahati. 

30 Cf. the variant reading upadt at VS 12.97 to I_{V 10.97.2 n (248 below). 
31 See SuCiSth 18.6-24; AHUtt 30 (especially vs. 15) and Yogasataka, 36-38. 
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Let all those ninety-nine, who accumulate on the shoulders, vanish 
from here, like the words of the apadts. 3. 

6.83 

0 apadts, fly forth as an eagle from its nest. Let the sun effect the 
remedy; let the moon drive you off. 1. 

One [apadt is] variegated; one, white, one, black [and] two [are] red. 
I have taken possession of all their names, (therefore,] let them 
depart without killing our heroes. 2. 

The barren apadt, the black one's daughter, will fly forth; [likewise,] 
the gltiu will fly forth. [Hence,] the galuntti (pus?) will be de-
stroyed. 3. 

When I make this [offering] with the mind, [saying:] "svQhii," you, 
finding delight with the mind, accept your own oblation. 4. 

7.74(78) 

We have heard that the mother of the apadts is black. With the root 
of the muni ("medicine-man"), the god, I prick them all. 1. 

I prick their first one and I prick [their] midmost one; now, I cut off 
their hindmost one like a tuft [of wool]. 2. 

7.76(80) 

[These are the apadts] who drop off more easily than the most easily 
dropping-off one, who are less existent than the non-existent one, 
who have less strength than the one devoid of spit, [and who] are 
more moist than the salt. 1. 

The apadts, who are about the neck, who are along the sides [and] 
who are on the vijaman (twin ?) joint, fall off by themselves. 2. 

Hair-loss 

AVS 6.21; 136; 137 are charms for the strengthening of hair and for the 
promotion of its growth. We are informed that having it fall out naturally 
or having it pulled out either in battle or accidentally were the principal 
ways by which one lost one's hair.1 The cure for such a condition involved 
the use of plants, 2 one of which appears to have been nitatnf which may 
have been concocted and ritually sprinkled over the head of the patient 
suffering from the loss of hair.3 

AVS 6.21, being devoted primarily to the consecration of the plants to 
be used in the rite, focuses on their glorification. The healer begins by 
extolling the ground from which the plants have grown and from which 

I AVS 6.136.3. 
2 AVS 6.21. 
3 AVS 6.136.3. 
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they have been collected, while symbolically associating it with the bodily 
integument from which hairs grow (verse 1). He continues by calling the 
plants auspicious names and by equating them with Soma, Bhaga and 
Varul).a (verses 2, 3). AVS 6.136, 137 specify more dearly the herb 
nitatnf('the down-growing one'), perhaps a plant with narrow pendulous 
trailers or fronds, as the plant most beneficial for hair-growth. The healer, 
in order to strengthen the plant's efficacy, presents mythological episodes 
which recount the virtues of such a divine simple. Being a goddess born 
from the divine earth, she was first uprooted from the daughters of Varul).a 
by Indra.4 Another version relates how she was dug up by Jamadagni to 
promote the growth of his daughter's hair and was obtained by Vitahavya 
from the abode of Asita.5 We are told that she increased the length of 
Jamadagni's daughter's hair from a finger's width to two arms' length.6 

Because of the marvellous results once formerly obtained from the use of 
this herb, the healer requests it to stimulate the growth of old hairs, to 
produce new ones and to make the existing ones long lasting/ to fasten 
the root, to protract the tip and to extend the length of the hairs. 8 In other 
words, the healer used the herb to produce a healthy crop of hair for his 
patient. 

From the mythology surrounding the herb nitatnt it appears that these 
charms may have originally been employed in rites to restore the hair of 
women. Looking back to the ~gveda, we notice in the legend of Apala that 
both bald-headed men and ugly women who lacked their pubic hair were 
regarded as unlucky: At ~V 8.91(80), a young prepubescent girl named 
Apala is said to have requested Indra to cover the head of her father, her 
abdomen and symbolically the field with hair and to beautify her skin. 
Indra answered her petition by putting her through the nave-hole of a 
chariot (-wheel), of a cart (-wheel) and finally through the opening of a 
yoke, making her "skin like (the color of) the sun." 9 In the later tradition 
of the BrtihmaJJas, an elaborated form of the story is recounted. At JB 1.221, 
we learn that it was on her pudenda (upastha) that she wished the hair to 
grow and that when Indra cleansed her skin by pulling her through the 
various openings, she became progressively more beautiful: first, she be-
came as a lizard's skin, then, as a female chameleon and finally, like one 

• P 1.67.2 (see notes to AVS 6.136.2, 232-33 below). 
5 AVS 6.137.1. 
6 AVS 6.137.2. 
7 AVS 6.137.2. 
8 AVS 6.137.3. 
9 Vs. 5: imani tn"'IJi vi~ttipii tanlndra v{ rohaya, s{ras tattisyorvtiriim ad idti7fl ma upodtire. Vs. 

6: asau ca ya na urvtirad ima1f1 tanvd1f1 mama, litho tatti~ya ytic ch{ra~ stirvii ta romas~ krdhi. Vs. 
7: kh€ rtithasya kh€ nasa~ khe yugtisya satakrato, apiiliim indra tri~ piitvy tikroo~ siiryatvacam. 
For a recent reexamination and more plausible interpretation of this hymn, see Hanns-Peter 
Schmidt's lecture, "The affliction of Apala (~gveda 8.91)," in his Some Women's Rites and 
Rights in the Veda (Poona: Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, 1985). Cf. also J. Gonda, 
"The so-called secular, humorous and satirical Hymns of the ~gveda," Selected Studies, 3: 
378, and Geldner, Der Rigveda, 2: 414. Note that in vs. 7, the openings seem to become 
progressively smaller (cf. Sayai;~a and Geldner, 2: 414). 
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to be embraced (sal!ls1i~taka).10 Versions of the story with minor variants 
occur in the Brhaddevata and the $aqgurusi~ya, in which Indra's cure of her 
father's baldness is omitted; and one version is told by Sayax:ta in his in-
troduction to ~V 8.91(80). Sayax:ta informs us that Apala was to have been 
rejected by her husband because she had a skin-disease which caused the 
loss of hair to her pudenda and that when she was pulled through the first 
opening, her cast-off skin became a pangolin or monitor-lizard (salyaka); 
after she was pulled through the second opening, it became a varan (godhii); 
and finally when she was pulled through the third opening, her skin turned 
into a chameleon (krkadasa). 11 In each of these accounts, hair-loss was a 
definite mark of inauspiciousness. By the time of the Manava Dharma Sastra 
(3.8), it became an ordinance that no man might marry a young girl who 
is hairless. 12 

It should be pointed out that the method used to beautify Apala and to 
restore her hair is quite different from that recorded in the Atharvavedic 
charms. It does, however, bear a resemblance to a cure found in the Ger-
manic tradition: it was believed that by making a patient creep through a 
gap in an oak-tree, in the earth, in a stone or under a horse, the disease 
from which the victim suffered would be transferred to the object through 
which he or she had passed.U 

The ritual, being primarily therapeutic, follows the procedures implied 
in the hymns; in places, however, it adds its own symbolism with the color 
black and increases the vegetal ingredients: 

With AVS 6.21, [the healer] sprinkles [the affected area] with [water] heated by the 
burning [of plants] growing on the ground [at the base] of trees; [he anoints the 
area] with a decoction of a~a-nuts [and] sr~a(?); and with two [plants located] on 
the sides [of the tree] [or with two nikata-plants(?)]. With AVS 6.136 and 137, at 
dawn, before the (black) crow flies on the new moon day, the healer, dressed in 
black and eating black food, sprinkles [the affected area with a decoction of) the 
fruit, from the plant mentioned in the hymn (i.e. nitatn{) and the plants, jfvf 
and altika. 14 

6.21 

The ground [is] indeed the best of these three earths; and from their 
skin, I have collected the medicine. 1. 

10 See Schmidt, 'The Affliction of Apila"; cf. also H. Oertel, "Contributions from the Jaiminijja 
Briihmal'}a to the History of the Briihmal'}a literature," JAOS, 18 (1897): 29-30. 

11 lbid., 26-27; cf. also Geldner, Der Rigveda, 2: 413-14. On the identification of these 
animals, see Meulenbeld, The Miidhavanidiina, 508, 461-62 and 455-56, respectively. 

12 nodvahet . . . kanyiim . . . alomika'rJ. . . . 
13 J. Grimm, Teutonic Mythology, trans. by J. S. Stallybrass (1883; rpt. Gloucester, Mass.: 

Peter Smith, 1976), 3: 1167; see also Julius von Negelein, "Das Pferd in der Volksmedizin," 
Globus, 80 (1901): 201-202. 

14 Kau5S 30.8-10; 31.28: 30.8. imii yiistisra iti vr~abhiimau jiitiijviileniivasiflcati; 9. Sf~ 
phiil'}fik~ai~J; 10. nikafiibhyiim; 31.28. devf devyii'rl yii'rl jamadagnir iti mantroktiiphala'rl jf-
vyalikiibhyiim amiiviisyiiyii'rl k!'lil'}avasanaiJ k!'lil'}abhak~IJ purii kikasa'rJpiitiid avanak~atre 'va-
siflcati. Cf. Bloomfield, Hymns, 470, 536-37, and Caland AZ, 96, 103. 
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You are the most excellent of the medicines [and] the best of the 
plants. [Likewise, you are] as Soma (the moon) [and] Bhaga (the 
sun) among the watches [and] as Varul)a among the gods. 2. 

You, 0 prosperous, unassailable [and] gracious [plants], be generous 
[to our hair; for] you are both hair-strengtheners and, indeed, pro-
moters of hair-growth. 3. 

6.136 

You are a goddess, 0 herb, born from the divine earth. We uproot 
you, 0 nitatnz('down growing one'), for the sake of strengthening 
the hair. 1. 

Strengthen the old, beget the unborn and make the existing ones 
long lasting. 2. 

With [a concoction made from] the plant, the medicine for all [dis-
eases], I sprinkle over this your (cranial] hair which falls out [nat-
urally] and which is pulled out by its roots. 3. 

6.137 

Vitahavya ('one whose offering is acceptable') fetched from Asita's 
dwelling that hair-promoting (herb] which Jamadagni uprooted 
for (his] daughter['s hair]. 1. 

(Her hairs] were to be measured [at first only] by a finger-width; 
afterwards, they were to be measured by two arms' length. 
(Therefore,] let your black hairs grow like reeds all over your 
head. 2. 

0 herb, fasten the root, protract the tip [and] stretch out the middle 
[of the hairs]. (Therefore,] let your black hairs grow like reeds all 
over your head. 3. 



III. MEDICINES 

The word bhe~ajti, 'medicine,' 'remedy,' is derived from bhi~tij, 'healer,' 
and signifies that which belongs to the bhi~tij. In other words, it 
refers to that which the healer uses in order to cure or heal. 

Throughout our discussion of the internal and external diseases which 
plagued the Vedic Indians numerous medicines or remedies were encoun-
tered. Most of them, however, were either of a watery nature or of a vegetal 
origin. Our examination of medicines therefore will be divided into three 
chapters: 1. Waters; 2. jtilii~ti; 3. Medicinal Herbs. 

Other medicines included ointment (afijana), 1 the mineral lead (szsa)2 

and wind.3 Elsewhere, we learn that the products derived from a cow were 
also considered to be medicinal. 4 The Vedic Indians considered all medicines 
to be derived from three sources: heaven, earth and the waters.5 

19: WATER (tlP) 

Water was considered to be an important element of the cure of the 
internal diseases k~etriyti, raptis and timlvii. When employed in the healing 
rites, water was usually consecrated with the following formulaic verse: 
The waters [are] indeed medicinal; the waters [are] the amfva-dispellers [and) the 
waters [are] medicines for every [disease]. [Therefore,Jlet them make (be) medicine 
for you. 6 

Elsewhere, the waters are stated as being without ytik~ma and ytik~ma
expelling/ as being the medicine for dislocation (iihrutabhe~ajf).8 The waters 
are said to protect the body9 and carry away evil.10 They are praised as 
being more healing than the healers11 and are said to contain the immortal 
medicine, brought by a chariot, known by Matafi and put into them by 

1 See chapters on jiiyanya, 18, on ba!Usa 32, on takmtin 34, on hrddyotti (hrdroga) and harimtin 
29, on timfvii 49 and on v(skandha-stimskandha, 54. 

2 See chapters on ytik~m~, 12, and ~n vif/kandha-sti'!lskandha, 54. 
3 See chapter on rtipas, 25, and ~V 1.89.4; 10.186.1. 
• See ~V 10.100.10 and 10.175.2; d. chapter on timfva; 49. 
5 ~V 1.34._6 ab: trfr ~o _asvinii divy_ani bhe3aja tn'IJ parthiviini t_rfr u dattam adbhyti~. 
6 iipa (d vii~ bhe~ajfr iipo amfvaciitanf1J, iip~~ stirvasya bhe~ajis tiis te krrJvantu bhe~ajtim (~V 

10.137.6; AVS 6.91.3; P. 5.18.9; cf. also AVS 3.7.5; P 3.2.7 and P 19.18.9). 
7 AVS 3.12.9; 9.3.23; cf. 19.2.5. 
s Avs 19.2.5, cf. ~v 8.20.26. _ 
9 ~V 1.23.21; d. 10.9.7 and AVS 1.6.3. 
:~ ~v _1.23.22; cf. 10.9.8. 

AVS 19.2.3. 
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FIG. 3. The Great Bath at Mohenjo-Diiro. 3rd-2nd millennium B.C. 

FIG. 4. A covered drain at 
Mohenjo-Daro. 3rd-2nd 
millennium B.C. 
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Indra.12 Soma also is declared to have stated that the waters are all medicines 
and medicines for every (disease).13 The Maruts, the storm gods, are also 
connected with the medicinal quality of water, for their rain-water, 14 known 
as the Marut-medicine, 15 is said to be pure, most beneficial, comforting 
and the medicine chosen by father Manu.16 It is said to be in the Sindhu, 
in the Asikni-river and in the seas, 17 and to possess the ability to dispel 
rtipas and to heal a dislocated (limb).18 Being possessed of such valuable 
properties and having such an influence on the well-being of man, the 
waters are, therefore, requested to bestow their medicine.19 

A VS 6.24 is the only complete charm in the Atharvaveda which focuses 
on the healing properties of water. It was recited primarily by the patient 
and its aim was the eradication of various internal diseases and symptoms, 
including hrddyotti ('chest-pain,' or perhaps angina pectoris) and all the 
demons which afflict him in the eyes, in the heels and in the front of the 
foot (i.e. the demonic rtipas?) (verses 1-2). 

The ritual siitras prescribe merely a recipe for the purification of water, 
which surely goes back to a time immemorial: After he has drawn water 
from a stream along its current, [the healer should heat it] by means of 
burning thatch. 20 Although the siitra is silent as to how the water was to 
be used, the commentator Kesava assumes that it was sprinkled over the 
patient (avasiflcati); while the commentator Saya~a concludes that it was 
drunk, suggesting that the benefits mentioned in verse 3 of the hymn are 
in the form of nourishment.21 It is likely that the water was used in both 
ways: the sprinkling of it having been encountered often in the ritual prac-
tices and the consumption of it being obviously quite natural. 

6.24 

Indeed may the divine waters, [which] flow forth from the Himavant 
[and form] a confluence somewhere in the Sindhu, bestow on me 
that medicine against hrddyotti (chest-pain). 1. 

May the waters, best healers among healers, eradicate all that which 
has afflicted [me] in my two eyes, in [my] two heels and in the 
front of [my] two feet. 2. 

You, who are all the rivers which have Sindhu as mistress and queen, 
bestow on us the medicine for that [disease; and] by means of it, 
may we gain your benefit. 3. 

12 AVS 11.6.23; cf. ~V 1.23.19; AVS 1.4.4. Mataliis commonly known as Indra's charioteer 
(cf. SayaJ:la: ... indrasya siirathi~; see also ~V 10.14.3). 

13 ~V 1.23.2; cf. 10.9.6 and AVS 1.6.2. 
14 ~v 5.53.14. 
15 ~v 8.20.23. 
16 ~v 2.33.13. 
17 ~v 8.20.25. 
18 ~v 8.20.26. 
19 See in particular ~V 10.9.5; AVS 1.5.4; cf. MS 4.9.27; TB 2.5.8.5 and TA 4.42.4. 
2° KausS 30.13: himavata iti syandamiiniid anvipam iihiirya valikai~. Cf. Bloomfield, Hymns, 

471 and Caland, AZ, 97. 
21 See notes to AVS 6.24.3, 236, below. 



20: JALA~A, RUDRA'S MEDICINE AGAINST 
RUDRA'S DISEASE 

A nother important medicine (bhe~ajti) is jiilii~ti (~V: jtilii~a, as an ad-
jective) which refers to Rudra's remedy.1 Although it is impossible 
to know its precise meaning, it appears to have the qualities of a 

cooling, watery medicine.2 

Bloomfield, based primarily on Kau5S 31.11-15 and its commentaries 
(see below), has argued that it refers to urine;3 while Geldner has maintained 
that it is rainwater conceived as cosmic urine.4 Filliozat cites both expla-
nations and concludes that it does not refer to any real remedy.5 

From the few references to the word and its variants occurring in the 
~gveda and in the Atharvaveda, we notice that it was considered to be 
Rudra's powerful, bright and very beneficial medicine, with the ability to 
promote long life and to incite heroes;6 and, interestingly, it was thought 
to be connected with Rudra's hand which is said to possess valuable med-
icines as well as a pointed weapon? 

AVS 6.57 is a charm devoted principally to this medicine, used to cure 
the afflictions caused by Rudra's arrows. We do not know to what these 
afflictions refer. The tradition considers them to be sores, perhaps ones 
which have not ripened.8 This interpretation receives some support from 
AVS 6.44.3, where Rudra's urine, perhaps referring to jiilii~ti, is employed 
in the healing of bleeding flesh-wounds.9 Rudra's weapons, as we have 
previously noticed, can also refer to the thunder and lightning associated 
with the internal disease-demon takmtin. 10 At AVS 6.90.1, 2, however, an 

1 See ~V 1. 43.4; AVS 2.27.6. Cf. also ~V 2.33.12 and 7.35.6. 
2 Yaska at Nigha~;~tu 1. 12.100 states: . . . jalii~am . . . ity. . . udakaniimiini. Cf. also Bloom-

field, AJPh, 12(1891): 425. Pisani has suggested that jtilii~a could be derived from jala-a5a 
(root aS, 'to eat'), meaning 'to be taken with water' (review of Mayrhofer's Wb, Paideia, 
20: 328). This inteiJ>l"!tation, however, does not fit its prescribed use of being sprinkled on 
the affected area (AVS 6.57.2). Burrow, however, has noticed that it has the sense of 'cooling' 
("Sanskrit jtilii~a" in W. B. Henning Memorial Volume, edited by Mary Boyce and llya Gershevitch 
[London: Lund Humphries, 1970], 89-97). Cf. also Mayrhofer, Wb, 1: 423, and 3: 709. 

3 AJPh, 12 (1891): 425-29. 
'See Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 1: 279-81. 
5 La doctrine, 1 09. 
6 ~V 2.33.2, 4; 8.29.5 and AVS 6.57.2. 
7 See ~V 1.114.5; 2.33.7; d. ~V 7.46.3, where_ Rudra is said to possess a thousand medicines. 
8 See KausS 31.11, below; cf. Sayal).a to AVS 6.57: mukharahitavra~;~abhaisajyiirtharp. 
9 See "Flesh Wounds Characterized by Bleeding," 75, above. 
10 See chapter on takmtin, 34, above. 
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arrow, called all-pervading, was shot at a victim's limbs and heart; and the 
poisons from that arrow entered the hundred dhamani-vessels and spread 
along the limbs.U As we have noted, the arrow was said to be held in 
Rudra's hand; and from AVS 6.57.2, we learn that it was single-shafted 
with a hundred points. Rudra is also identified with Agni and is the father 
of the storm-gods, the Maruts; and his weapons are frequently described 
in terms of lightning and thunderbolts.12 Both Rudra' s weapons and arrows, 
therefore, appear in this context to refer to the lightning flashes which carry 
down from heaven diseases which can take the form of takman or poison. 
The poison appears to have been the cause of an external condition char-
acterized by sores in the flesh. This brings to mind the symptoms balasa 
(swelling) and hariman Gaundice), noticed in a victim of takman. 

The cure for this, Rudra's disease, was Rudra's medicine which, we are 
told, was sprinkled on and about the affected area (AVS 6.57.2). Because 
of the prescribed treatment, we are led further to believe that Rudra's 
disease involved sores, wounds, or more generally swellings, spread about 
the limbs and exposed parts of the body and that Rudra's medicine, jalii~a, 
was a real remedy. That this medicine was, like his weapon or arrow, held 
in Rudra's hand and was of a cooling, watery nature suggests rainwater. 
The connection with Rudra's urine is, therefore, purely metaphorical. 

The ritual tradition, however, makes a concrete connection between 
Rudra's medicine, jalii~a, and Rudra's urine (mutra) and has, therefore, 
incorporated the hymn secondarily into a cure for a boil which has yet to 
suppurate (ak~ata): 

With AVS 6.57, [the healer], after having wet a non-suppurating boil with foam of 
(human or bovine] urine, splashes [it with the urine] and [eventually] rinses [it with 
the remainder of the urine]; he [then] smears on plaque (from teeth) and pollen 
from tufts of (garf-) grass.13 

It is difficult to conceive that the fresh urine prescribed in the rite could 
be cooling. Urine, mostly from animals, is a common ayurvedic remedy 
for, among other things, jaundice, leprosy and various skin diseases14 and 
appears rather to be more a part of the materia medica of the later tradition, 
suggesting that the ritual of the sutra is probably more recent than that 
implied in the hymn itself. 

11 Vs. 1: y/".1 te rudrti {~um /syad tirigebhyo hfdayiiya ca, idtiTT) (P 19.18.2: imiiTT)) tim adyti 
tvtid (P 19.18.2: te) vayti!JI v{~iiCfTT) v{vrhiimasi. Vs. 2: y/s te satar(l (P. 19.18.1: hirii) dhamtinay6 
'rigiiny tinu v{~thitiil], tiisiiTT) te stirviisiiTT) vaytiTT) (P 19.18.1: siikaTT)) n{r vi~/11i hvayiimasi. Cf. 
also AVS 11.2.26 where poison (vi~a) is included as one of Rudra's inflictions. 

12 See A. A. Macdonell, Vedic Mythology (1898; rpt. Delhi:Motilal Bararsidass, 1971), 74-
76. 

13 Kau5S 31.11-15: 11. idam id vii ity ak~ataTT) miitrapheneniibhyudya; 12. prak~ipati; 13. pra-
~iilayati; 14. dantarajasiivadegdhi; 15. stambarajasii. Cf. Bloomfield, Hymns, 488-89, and Caland, 
AZ, 100-101. See also Henry, La magie, 193. 

14 See Dutt and King, Materia Medica, 285-87. 
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6.57 

To be sure, this, indeed, is a medicine; it is Rudra's medicine, with 
which one may exorcise the single-shafted, hundred-pointed 

95 

arrow. 1. 
You sprinkle [the affected area] with jila~a [and likewise] sprinkle 

around [it] with jila~a. jila~a [is your] powerful medicine. With it, 
[0 Rudra,] spare us, so that we may live. 2. 

[Let there be] both benefit and pleasure for us and let nothing at all 
injure us. To the ground [let our] rapas go; let there be each and 
every medicine for us. 3. 



21: SIMPLES 

Medicinal plants and herbs (vfrudh, 6~adhzY were always a part of 
the healer's materia medica. This keen interest in the beneficial 
properties of the native flora led to the development of a rather 

large pharmacopoeia. The manner in which the plants were described points 
to the early stages of Indian scientific thought: in addition to the explanation 
of the healing virtues of the different plants and herbs, which were distin-
guished from each other and from trees (vtinasptiti), the healer often in-
cluded ecological and taxonomical distinctions. This is best illustrated in 
two hymns, ~V 10.97 and AVS 8.7, devoted to the glorification and praise 
of simples. Because of their length (twenty-three and twenty-eight verses, 
respectively), it is unlikely that they were employed to cure any specific 
disease; rather, they were used generally in the healing rituals to consecrate 
the various plants of the healer's materia medica. That both hymns were 
employed for the same purpose is evidenced from the first verse of each, 
in which the healer states that he is now considering or addressing the 
numerous types of plants of which he has knowledge. 

From the point of view of the practitioner, three stages, through which 
the plants pass on their way to becoming used as medicines, can be as-
certained from the texts themselves. 

Acquisition 

The simples were either brought from great distances and traded or they 
were collected by the healer-apothecary himself: the healer invoked various 
herbs which he knew were spread all over the earth.2 Many of these had 
to be brought to him from great distances,3 most notably from the Aitgiras, 
people who lived in the mountains.4 Elsewhere, we noticed that the moun-
tain-grown ku~fha-plant was brought and traded.5 Likewise, the gulgulu 
(guggulu)-plant was known to have been transported by sea.6 In addition 
to the acquisition of herbs by trade, the healer also engaged in the uprooting 
and collection of auspicious plants from his local flora which, from the 
context, appears to have been in the plains? During this collecting process, 

1 See Mayrhofer, Wb, 3: 77-78, and 1: 133, 561. 
2 ~V _10.97.19; AVS 8.7.2, 6, 7, 10, 11, 23. 
3 AVS 8.7.16, 25. 
4 AVS 8.7.17, 24. 
5 AVS 5.4.2, 8; cf. also 4.7.6, where the madavatf('intoxicating' plant) is bartered. 
6 AVS 19.38.2(3). 
7 ~v 10.97.20; vs 12.98, 100 (to ~v 10.97.23n); cf. AVS 1.24.4; 2.3.5; 4.7.5, 6; 5.5.4; 6.21.1, 

109.3, 136.1, 137.1; 10.4.14; P 1.67.2; 1.93.4 and VS 12.98 where harmful and beneficial 
plants are gathered by uprooting. See also ~idhiina, 4.1.2. 
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he propitiated the herbs, because of the harm he cause<! to them by up-
rooting them, indicating an early example of the later doctrine of non-
violence (ahitt~stf) to all living things.8 

An integral part of the acquisition of plants from various places was the 
ancient Indian's knowledge of them according to a primitive system of 
classification based on gross morphology and habitat, which is fully ap-
preciated in the Atharvavedic and ~gvedic hymns.9 

Preparation 

The plants which had been collected were then combined (often pul-
verized) and made (decocted or concocted) into medicines10 or fashioned 
into amulets11 as "companions of the charm" 12 or in order to "help the 
charm." 13 In fact, the healer (bhi~aj) is characterized as a shaker (vipra) 
who knows both the preparation of the medicines from the plants and the 
correct recitation of the healing words.14 

Employment 

Often, as we have noticed, extracts or other preparations of the plants 
were drunk in a solution. The dominant form in which the natural plants 
were used, however, was as an amulet or a talisman. We have also doc-
umented their occasional employment as important ingredients in poultices 
or compresses. There is also evidence that they were held in the hand of 
the healer, perhaps as a type of amulet, and ritually waved over the patient 
in order to drive away his affliction which in tum was carried away by 
birds, or expelled with the passing of wind from the anus.15 

An important point, which is apparent from these charms, especially ~V 
10.97, is that the 6~adhi or herb was personified, divinized and looked upon 
as a general luck-bringer.16 One of the most auspicious 6~adhis we have 
encountered is Arundhafi whose various forms were considered extremely 
efficacious in the treatment of broken limbs and flesh wounds. Because of 
her profound ability to bring about the cure of such infirmities, a mythology 
evolved, surrounding her and her various forms, which may be summarized 
as follows: She is described as a perennial, harmless, life-giving herb with 
a saving honey-sweet flower;17 and as sahadevi; she is said to protect quad-

8 The earliest reference to ahi'!'sii in relation to plants is found at MS 3.9.3 and TS 6.3.3.2. 
For a discussion of the general notion of ahi'!'sii in the early texts, see Hanns-Peter Schmidt, 
"The origin of Ahilpsa," Me1anges d' lndianisme (Paris: Editions E. de Boccard, 1968), 626-
55. 

: 0See ~vs 8.7.4, 9, 13, 20, 23, 27; ~v 10.97.2, 3, 5, 7, 9, 15, 18, 19, 21. 
11 AV~ 8.7.5, 18, 22; ~V 10.97.21. 

AVS 8.7.14. 
12 AVS 8.7.7. 
13 ~v 10.97.14. 
14 ~v 10.97.6, 22. 
15 ~V 10.97.11-13; see also chapters on rtipas and on the General Removal of Internal 

Diseases Related to ytik~ma and takmtin, 25 and 46! above. 
16 See, in particular, ~V 10.97.4, 5, 6, 8, 17; AVS 8.7.2, 19, 20. 
17 AVS 8.7.6. 
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rupeds (especially domestic ones), men and (small) birds from ytik~ma and 
from harm.18 As r6hant; she is the healer of the severed bone. 19 In her form 
as siliid she is called the gods' sister whose mother is the night, father, 
the cloud and grandfather, Yama20 and is given the epithets: triumphant, 
steadfast, delivering and mender. 21 As liil,~a, she is called the sister of the 
waters whose self has become the wind and is described as hairy-sided.22 
As siliicf and liik~Q, she is said to be very beautiful, golden, sun- and fire-
colored and goat-brown,23 to be born from the blood of Yama's tawny 
horse24 and to be arising out of, mounting and creeping on trees. 25 In the 
form of vi~iit]akQ, she is said to have arisen from the fathers' root;26 and as 
pippalt she is mentioned as having been buried by the tisuras 27 and dug 
up again by the gods.28 

There is little doubt that the ancient Indians had a high esteem for their 
flora. The admiration, even reverence, seems also to have been represented 
in their early iconography. Looking back to the Indus Valley Civilization, 
we find seals and sealings which depict a type of female tree- or plant-
divinity.29 In one particular seal, there is represented a female who resides 
in the branches of a pipal tree and who is being worshipped by eight 
devotees.30 Later this tree-goddess appears to have been stylized as the 
Culakoka Devata at Bharhut or the Ya~i or Vr~ka on the pillars at Sanci.31 
Finally, in a Jaina cave at Udayagiri (Orissa), there is an interesting panel 
which appears to show a sequential story in which a goddess standing or 
(sitting?) in a tree instructs a man in the virtues of nonviolence (ahi1f1sa). 32 

Both in the literature and in the archaeology, therefore, we find evidence 
of female plant-divinities who were worshipped and who bestowed great 
benefits on their devotees. 

In the later ritual practice, ~V 10.97 is, according to J!,.gvidhiina 3.42.8-
4.1.3, to be muttered for six months in constant praise of herbs. In the 
autumn, Rudra and the herbs are worshipped so that one does not suffer 
from disease or any kind of indigestion; and in order to find and acquire 

18 AVS 6.59.1-3. 
19 AVS 4.12.1. 
20 AVS 5.5.1. 
21 AVS 5.5.3, 5, 6. 
22 AVS 5.5.7. 
23 AVS 5.5.6, 7, 8. 
24 AVS 5.5.8, 9. 
25 AVS 5.5.3, 5, 9. 
26 AVS 6.44.3. 
27 AVS 2.3.3; 6.109.3. 
28 AVS 6.109.3; 2.3.5. 
29 See in particular, Walter A. Fairservis Jr., The Roots of Ancient India (Chicago: University 

of Chicago Press, 1975), 277, pis. 23-25. 
30 See fig. 9, 220 below. 
31 See Ananda K. Coomaraswamy, History of Indian and Indonesian Art (1927; rpt. New 

York: Dover Publications, 1975), 64-66, and figs. 39, 53, 54, 75. 
32 For access to photographs of this panel and for its interpretation, I thank Professor A. L. 

Basham. 
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herbs, the vipra observes the rite seven times a week (i.e. once a day) and 
worships Varul).a in his own region.33 It is significant that emphasis was 
placed on the acquisition of the plants, for it reflects a continuation of the 
practice mentioned in the hymns; and the elaborate manuals of materia 
medica and the nigha!Jtus (or word-glossaries) of more recent origin are 
testimonies that the activity has survived and developed throughout the 
ages. In the Satapatha BrahmaiJa (7.2.4), a version of the hymn found at 
VS 12.75ff. is used more symbolically in a rite devoted to the construction 
of the fire altar and to the healing of Agni. In particular, it is recited while 
preparing, by ploughing, by sprinkling with water and by sowing, the 
ground on which the altar is to be constructed.34 In a doubtful healing rite 
at KausS 26.40, AVS 8.7 is to be recited while the healer binds to the 
patient an amulet fashioned from the chips of ten different types of sacred 
wood.35 The commentator, Darila, however, has a different reading for this 
siitra: upottamena salam, 'With the penultimate hymn (which in this se-
quence is AVS 6.127), [the healer should bind to the patient an amulet 
fashioned from] the sala-tree.' We can see therefore that there is some 
question as to the use of the hymn in the actual therapeutic part of a 
healing rite, lending further support to the assumption that the hymns 
were employed during the consecration of the plants. 

~v 10.97 

I shall now consider those hundred and seven kinds of brown herbs 
born formerly, three ages before the gods. 1. 

Your kinds, 0 mama! [are] a hundredfold and your sprouts, a thou-
sandfold. [Therefore,] you, 0 one whose powers are a hundredfold, 
make this [man] healthy for me. 2. 

You, flowering [and] bud-bearing herbs, rejoice. [For] like victorious 
steeds [are] the plants leading one to safety. 3. 

0 mothers called herbs, I beg this of you, 0 goddesses: "May I gain 
a horse, a cow, a garment [and], 0 man, your ownself (life?)." 4. 

Your dwelling is made in the asvatthti-tree [and] your abode, in the 
par~Jti-tree. If you could gain the man's [self(life?)], then, by all 
means, you [too] would be entitled to cows. 5. 

33 3.42.8: yii o~adhif} svastyayanatr~ japeta niyatavratal}, o~adhiS ca yajen nityatr~ ~aiJ miisiin eva 
nityasaiJ. 4.1.1: i~tvii saradi vai rudram o~adhiS ca yajet tathii, tasyiimayii na bhavanti tathii 'ifTIJiini 
yiini ca. 4.1.2: kriyiitr~ tu saptariitreiJa saptakrfvo 'bhyaset tatah, prapadyetau~dhftr~ vipraiJ, siiktam 
etaj japant sadii. 4.1.3: ... svak~etre varuiJam i~tvii, vindate bhi~ag o~adhif}; cf. Gonda, The 
~gvidhiina, 100-101. 

34 See J. Eggeling, trans., The Satapatha-BriihmaiJa according to the Text of the Miidhyandina 
School, 5 vols. (1882-1899; rpt. Delhi: Motilal Bararsidass, 1963), 3: 335-41. A version of this 
rite is found at TS 5.2.5 (see Keith, VBYS, Pt. 2, 409); cf. also KS 16.13-14; MS 2.7.13-14, 
KapS 25.4-5, ApSS, 16.20.5-13 and BSS 10.26, where only 14 vss. are found. See also MSS 
6.16 and KSS 17.2.11-16. 

35 uttamena siikalam. Cf. Bloomfield, Hymns, 578; Caland, AZ, 80-81, and Henry, Le livre 
VIII, 58. 
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When these herbs have come together like kings at the council, [then] 
that healer, the destroyer of the rtik~as-demons [and] dispeller of 
timfvi, is called shaker (vipra). 6. 

So that this [man] may be unharmed, I have procured all the herbs: 
the one having the power of horses, the one containing Soma, the 
invigorating one [and] the one increasing the vital energy. 7. 

The powers of the herbs, which cause to bestow a gift to your own 
self, 0 man, go forth as cows from a cow-pen. 8. 

Your mother, by name, [is] eradicator, therefore, you are eradicators; 
you are [as] winged streams [and] what ails [that] you eradicate. 9. 

The herbs have surmounted all barriers as a robber [the walls of] the 
fold [and] have removed every kind of bodily rtipas. 10. 

When I, causing to strengthen [the patient], hold these herbs in my 
hand, the essence of the ytik~ma perishes as [life] in the presence 
of a beast of prey. • 11. 

You, 0 herb, like an impartial law-enforcer, drive away the ytik~ma 
from him into whose every limb [and] every joint you creep. 12. 

Fly away, 0 ytik~ma, together with the ca~a [and] the kikidfv{, perish 
with the force of the wind, together with the nihikii. 13. 

Let one of you help another; you must help one another. All of you 
[herbs], in unison, must help this my charm. 14. 

Let those Brhaspati-produced [herbs], who bear fruit and those who 
do not, who bear flowers and who do not, free us from distress. 15. 

Let [the herbs] release me from (the effects of an infringement) of 
the vow and indeed from Varul).a's (bond), likewise, from Yama's 
foot-fetter and from every offence against the gods. 16. 

Descending from heaven, the herbs announced: "May that man, 
whom we should visit [and find] living, not be harmed." 17. 

Among those herbs whose king is Soma, who are many [and] who 
have a hundred skills, you are the choicest, suitable for [fulfilling 
my] desires [and] auspicious to the heart. 18. 

You Brhaspati-produced herbs, whose king is Soma [and] who are 
scattered over the earth, bestow strength on her. 19. 

Let your uprooter not be harmed; likewise, pet him] for whom I 
uproot you [not be harmed]. [Indeed,] let all our bipeds [and] 
quadrupeds be free from suffering. 20. 

0 plants, let all [the herbs], both [those] who listen closely to this 
[charm] and [those] who have departed into the distance [and do 
not listen closely to the charm], having assembled, bestow strength 
on her. 21. 

The herbs converse with [their] king, Soma: "We, 0 king, rescue 
him for whom the Brahmal).a performs [his special craft]." 22. 

You, 0 herb are the choicest; [indeed], trees are your inferiors. 
[Therefore,] may he, who bears ill-will toward us, be our 
inferior. 23. 
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and dark blue. 1. 
Let the plants whose father was heaven, whose mother was the 

earth [and] whose root was the ocean, rescue this man from the 
divinely sent ytik~ma. 2. 

In the beginning, the waters [fulfilled the function of] heavenly herbs. 
They destroyed from each and every limb your sin-caused 
ytik~ma. 3. 

I speak to the herbs who spread forth, who are clumpy, who have 
a single bud [and] who are bushy; I summon for you fibrous, seg-
mented [and] branched plants who [are] related to the Visvedevas, 
who are powerful [and] who bring life to man. 4. 

Through that which [is] your power, 0 vanquishing [ones], [your] 
energy and which [is] your strength, release this man from ytik~ma, 
0 herbs. Therefore, I make the medicine. 5. 

In order that this [man] may be unharmed, I invoke here the vigorous, 
harmless, life-giving herb, the saving honey-sweet flower, 
Arundhati 6. 

Let the prudent companions of my charm come here, so that we 
may rescue this man from difficulty. 7. 

Agni's food, the water's embryo, who grows up new again-let 
[those] fixed, thousand-named medicinal [herbs] be brought 
here. 8. 

Let the sharp-homed herbs, whose envelope is the tivakii [and] whose 
essence is water, push aside difficulty. 9. 

Let those herbs who liberate, who release [one] from Varut:ta's [bond], 
who are powerful [and] poison-destroying, likewise, [those] who 
are balasa-destroying and witchcraft-destroying, come here. 10. 

Let the very powerful plants, who have been brought [and] who are 
extolled, rescue, in this clan, the cow, the horse, the man [and] 
the domestic beast. 11. 

The root of these plants has become sweet, sweet [their] apex, sweet 
[their] middle, sweet [their] leaf [and] sweet their flower. [Since 
they] are possessed of honey [and are] the drink of immortality, 
let them yield ghee [and] food which has cow's milk as [its] principal 
[ingredient]. 12. 

However many herbs [there] are on the earth, let those with a thou-
sand leaves release me from death [and] from distress. 13. 

Let the amulet, derived from a tiger [and composed] of plants, which 
rescues [and] guards against curses, repel far away from us all 
timlviis [and] the rtik~as-demons. 14. 

They spring away in fear as from a lion's roar; as from fire, they dart 
from the [plants] brought here. [Therefore,] let the cows' [and] the 
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men's ylik~ma, impelled by the plants, enter the navigable streams 
[and be carried away by them]. 15. 

You plants, being released from Agni Vaisvanara, [you] whose king 
is the forest tree (vlinaspliti), go, spreading over the earth. 16. 

Let those auspicious [and] sappy herbs, who, belonging to the An-
giras, grow on the mountains and in the plains, be beneficial to 
our heart. 17. 

The plants whom I know, whom I observe with [my] eyes, who are 
unknown [but with whom] we are familiar and from whom we 
know [what] has been prepared- 18. 

Let all [those] herbs heed my words, so that we may rescue this man 
from difficulty. 19. 

Among the plants [there is] the asvatthli, the darbhli; [likewise, there 
is] king Soma, the immortal oblation [and] the two medicines, rice 
and barley, the two immortal sons of heaven. 20. 

When, with [his] semen, Parjanya promotes you, 0 children of the 
spotted one (Prsni), [then], 0 herbs, sprout up; [for] it thunders 
[and] roars. 21. 

We give this man the strength of this nectar to drink; and now I 
prepare the medicine, so that he may live a hundred years. 22. 

The boar knows the plant; the mongoose knows the medicinal [herb]. 
I summon to this [man] for help those [herbs] whom the snakes 
[and] the Gandharvas know. 23. 

I summon to this [man] for help these herbs belonging to the Aitgiras, 
whom the eagles [and] the heavenly raghlits know, whom the 
(small) birds, [and] geese know [and] whom all winged birds 
know. 24. 

Let however many herbs, whom the oxen, cows, goats and sheep 
consume, provide protection to you, [when] brought here. 25. 

In as many [herbs] as the human physicians know a medicine, that 
many, who are medicines for all [diseases], I bring to you. 26. 

Let the flowering [and] shoot-bearing [herbs] as well as [those] who 
bear fruit [and those] who do not, as it were, having the same 
mother, yield [their] milky sap, so that this [man] may be un-
harmed. 27. 

I have rescued you from that having five sallis, from that having ten 
sallis, from Yama's foot-fetter and also from every offence against 
the gods. 28. 
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Notes to A VS 2.33 

M ost authorities agree that A VS 2.33, with its repetition at A VS 
20.96.17-22 and its variant at ~V 10.163, is a charm against 
ytik~ma, commonly considered to be tuberculosis or consump-

tion.1 Sayal).a prescribes 2.33 for use "in a rite for the curing of the diseases 
arising in all bodily members beginning with the eye, nose, ear, head, 
tongue, and nape of the neck"2 at KausS 27.27-28.3 He also includes it at 
KausS. 54.11 in a list of hymns devoted to the removal of distress,4 and 
mentions its occurrence at VaitS 38.1 in a rite for the curing of the sacrificer 
in the sacrifices beginning with the asvamedha (horse-sacrifice).5 It is also 
listed, at KausS 54.11, among the hymns destined to bestow long life (iiyu-
~yaga7Ja)6 and a version of verse 1 is employed at Piiraskara Grhya Siitra 3.7 
for the cure of head-disease.7 In the introduction to 20.96, the editor (or 
Sayal).a?) prescribes, at VaitS 34.20, that the entire hymn be recited in the 
mahiivrata at the midday pressing of Soma.8 Based on the Sarviinukrama7Ji; 
Sayal).a explains that ~V 10.163 has as its r~i, Vivrhan ('the exorcist') who 
was born of the Kasyapa-dan. He goes on to mention that the deity ad-
dressed throughout the hymn is yak~ma and that the hymn is for the re-
moving of yak~ma.9 BD 8.66 also mentions that it is "destructive of 
yak~ma";10 and J!.gvidhiina 4.19.3-5 prescribes its use in a rite devoted to 
the releasing of one from yak~ma or to the destruction of it. Likewise, at 
ApGS 3.9.10 (ApMB 1.17.1) it is mentioned in connection with the healing 

1 Kuhn: "Gegen des Schwinden (Against tuberculosis)," "Indische und germanische Se-
gensspriiche," KZ, 13 (1864), 63; Weber: "Gegen yak~ma (schwund) [Against yak~ma (tuber-
culosis))," IS, 13: 205; Griffith: " ... a charm against Yak~ma, Phthisis pulmonalis or con-
sumption ... ,"Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 1: 74; cf. 2: 412; Bloomfield: "Charm to secure 
perfect health," Hymns, 44, 321; Whitney-Lanman: "For the expulsion of ytik~ma from all 
parts of the body," Atharva-veda-sarrrhitii, Pt. 1, 76. Among the translators of ~V 10.163, 
Geldner entitles it: "Gegen Auszehrung (Against consumption)," Der Rigveda, 3: 390, and 
Renou, "contre Ia consomption," EVP, 16: 174. 

2 ak~iniisiikal7}asirojihviign-viidisarviivayavajarogabhai~jyakarmaf}i; cf. KeSa.va: sarvavyiidhi-
bhai~ajyam ucyate. 

3 See Caland, AZ, 85, and Bloomfield, Hymns, 327. 
' arrrholirigagaf}e. But according to AthParis 32.4, it is not found in that list (see also Bloomfield, 

Hymns, 321). 
5 asvamedhiidi~u dik~iivato yajamiinasya bhai~ajyakarmaf}i. Cf. Whitney-Lanman, who state 

it is only in the puru~amedha (human sacrifice). Atharva-veda-sarrrhitii, Pt. 1, 76. 
6 See Bloomfield, Hymns, 321, and Whitney-Lanman, Atharva-veda-sarrrhitii, Pt. 1, 76. 
7 Sf~arogabhe~jam; cf. H. Oldenberg and M. Miiller., The Grhya-Siitras Rules of Vedic Domestic 

Ceremonies, 2 vols. (1886-92; rpt. Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 1967), 1, 350, where it is 3.6. 
8 mahiivrate miidhyarrrdine savane. 
9 ka5ypagotrotpanno vivrhii niima~i1}. ya~maniisanapratipiidyatviit taddevatiikarrr krfsnarrr siik-

tam. Anukramaf}i: ak~ibhyiirrr vivrhii kii5yapo yak~maghnam. 
10 ak~ibhyiirrr yak~maniisanam. 
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of a wife suffering from yak~ma. 11 At SSS 16.13.3-4, it is used, along with 
RV 10.137, 10.161 and 10.186, in a rite to cure the sacrificer of what the 
~ommentary states is an infirmity caused by snakebite, etc.12 Finally at SGS 
1.21.3 it is employed along with ~V 10.162 in the garbharak~a!Ja (ceremony 
performed in the fourth month for the protection of the fetus)Y 

We can see, from its repetition three times in the J!.g- and Atharva-vedas, 
and by its extensive use in the ritual literature, that it was considered very 
popular and perhaps also very effective. 

R. Muller considers that there is close relationship between the ~gvedic 
version of the hymn and Vendldad 8.35-72, which also presents an enu-
meration of bodily parts beginning with the head and ending with the feet. 
On this basis, he concludes that the Avestan drug-nasu, 'the demonic fire,' 
which resides in these various anatomical parts and is expelled from them 
by water, corresponds to the Vedic ytik~ma. 14 

Jean Filliozat, on the other hand, has quite convincingly demonstrated 
that the A vestan drug is not fiery in nature, but rather appears in the form 
of hideous insects which, at Vendldad 8.35-72, take the form of flies sur-
rounding a corpse. He concludes: "Le fait qu'on expulse rituellement la 
ytik~ma et la drug de toutes les parties du corps successivement ne saurait 
etablir leur communaute d'origine; on en use ainsi a l'egard de toute im-
pregnation funeste et non pas seulement dans l'Inde et dans l'Iran."15 He 
has, however, noticed a similarity between the drugs, in the plural, and 
ytik~mas: they are both sin-related demons or evils which attack man; but 
he points out that the drug is the cause of the disease, while the ytik~ma is 
both the cause and the disease itsel£.16 

VERSE 1 

In b, P 4.7.1 has asyad uta, "and from the mouth," and in d, lalatad vi 
vrhamasi, "from the forehead, we tear away." 

VERSE 2 

In d, P 4.7.2 has urasto vi vrhamasi, "from [your] breast, we tear away." 
Why grlv3bhyas and U~!Jz1uibhya1J are plural is difficult to explain. Saya:Q.a 
states that the first refers to the fourteen small bones located in the neck 
(. . . grfvasabdena tadavayavabhiitani caturdasa siik~ma!Jy asthlni ucyante 
bahuvacananirdesat), quoting SB 12.2.4.10 as support. The second he ex-

11 yak~ma . . . , cf. Oldenberg and Miiller, Th~ Grhya-Siitr!ls, 2: 270. 
12 See W. Caland, trans. and L. Chandra, The Stlrikhiiyana-Srautasiitra, being a major yajiiika 

text of the J!.gveda (Nagpur: International Academy of Indian Culture, 1953), 456; Commentary 
of Varadattasuta Anartiya: athiinantaram rtvijo yajamiinarr bhi~ajyanti . ... troiibhyiim upa-
miirjayanti sarpada~tiidau dar5aniit. 

13 See Oldenberg and Miiller, The Grhya-Siitras, 1: 47. 
14 "Medizin im ~g-Veda," 357; see also Johannes Hertel, "Nachtrag zu ~gveda X.163, 

Vendidad Vlll 35-72," Asia Major, 6: 377-85. 
15 La doctrine, 41. 
16 Ibid., 42, 80. 
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plains as vessels, which are smooth in the upper part or which have emerged 
(or protruded) with blood etc. (iirdhvaJt~ snigdhabhya~ rakttfdintf utsntftabhyo 
vtf ntfqlbhya~). However, at ~V 10.163.2, he glosses gn-v3bhyas as (blood) 
vessels in the throat (galagatabhyo dhamanlbhya~) and u~1Jtnabhya~ as ten-
dons which are either smooth near the upper part or which have emerged 
(or protruded) (iirdhavabhimukhaJt! snigdhabhya utsntftabhyo vtf sntfyubhya~). 
Although it is clear that SayaQa is merely guessing at the significance of 
the plurals, it seems possible that they could refer collectively to the various 
anatomical parts of the neck and the nape of the neck, which our rendering 
implies. Cf. Filliozat, La doctrine, 122, 123. 

VERSE 3 

For ab, ~V 10.163.3 has a variant of verse 4ab (see below) and in cd, it 
reads: yaknti~ plasfbhyo vf vrhami te, "from [your] liver, from [your] plasf 
(see below, verse 4), I tear away for you .... " In ab, P 4.7.3 has: klomnas 
te hrdayyabhyo halik~7Jtft (Raghu Vira: hrdaytfd adhi halik~mtft), "from your 
lungs, from [your] hearts, from [your] halik~1Ja." Here again notice the un-
expected plural hrdayyabhyo, which Raghu Vira emends to a singular. The 
exact meaning of halik~7Ja is unclear. SayaQa explains it as 'a kind of fleshy. 
lump connected to the lungs' ( ... tat[klomtin] saJt~bandhtfd mtfJt~sapi7J4a
vise~tft). Weber understands it to be that which appears (ik~a7Ja) yellow 
(hari) and translates 'gall' (206). Bloomfield suggests that it may be related 
to hir3, 'canal,' 'vein,' and renders, "viscera" (45, 322). Whitney-Lanman 
leaves the word untranslated and quotes SayaQa for a possible explanation 
(76). Filliozat is unsure of its meaning, but points out that at TS 5.7.23 it 
refers to the name of an animal (La doctrine, 127). Kuhn leaves the word 
untranslated (68). Cf. also Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 2: 500. SayaQa 
explains the difficult matasnabhytfJt! as 'the two kidneys connected to the 
two sides or the two receptacles of bile situated near them' (ubhayaptfrsva-
saJt~bandhabhytfJt! vrkyabhytfJt! tatsamlpasthapitttfdhtfraptftrabhytfJt! vi; cf. to 
~V 10.163.3: ptfrsvayor vartamtfntfv tfmraphalalcrtlvrkkau, 'the two kidneys 
existing on either side of the body and having the shape of mango fruits'; 
Geldner follows this, Der Rigveda, 3: 390). Mahldhara to VS 25.8 explains 
the word as 'two bones situated on either side of the heart and adhering 
to the part below the neck' (gn-vtfdhasttfd bhtfgasthitahrdayobhayaptfrsvasthe 
asthinf). Kuhn, basing himself on Mahldhara, renders 'the ribs near the 
heart' (Herzrippen, 67). Grassmann suggests 'the lungs' (Wb, col. 947). 
Weber (206) and Bloomfield (45) follow SayaQa and translate it as 'kidneys'; 
while Whitney-Lanman leaves it untranslated (76). Filliozat states that they 
are 'viscere non identifie' (La doctrine, 125). 

VERSE 4 

In b, ~V 10.163.3 has hfdaytfd adhi, 'from [your] heart,' and P 4.7.4 reads 
uta at the end. In cd, ~V is similar to verse 3cd above and P is a variant of 
verse 6 below. For kuk~z'bhytfJt!, we follow Filliozat (La doctrine, 123) who 
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seems to have based himself on Sayal).a, i.e. 'the right and left parts of the 
abdomen' (dak~i~ottarabhyam udarabhagabhya11J). Cf. also Weber (207) and 
Bloomfield (45): 'belly'; Whitney-Lanman: '(two) paunches' (76) and Kuhn: 
'abdominal cavity' (68). An exact meaning for the word plaser is wanting. 
Saya:r:ta glosses it: 'The many holed receptacle of feces' (bahucchidrat ma-
lapatrat). At ~V 10.163.3 where the form plasfbhyo occurs, he glosses 'lungs, 
spleen, etc.' (klomaplihadisa11Jjflebhya~). The plural of the word (plastiya~) 
is found at VS 25.8 where Marudhara explains it as 'tubes at the root of 
the penis' (sisnamUlanaqya~) and at VS 19.87 he glosses the singular plasfr 
as 'penis' (sisna~). Grassman, basing himself on Sayat:ta, suggests that it 
may be the spleen or other entrails (Wb, col. 895). Weber (207) and Gelder 
(Der Rigveda, 3: 390) render it more generally as 'mesentery'; Bloomfield: 
'guts' (45). Kuhn, to the ~V (67) and Whitney-Lanman (76) leave it un-
translated; but Kuhn to the AVS offers 'limbs' (68). Filliozat, who bases 
himself primarily on Marudhara, suggests that in the singular it may mean 
'urethre, penis?' and in the plural, 'canaux spermatiques et urethre (les 
canaux excreteurs)' (La doctrine, 125). Cf. also Mayrhofer, who proposes 
the meaning, 'a particular part of the intestines' and suggests a root-con-
nection with the word plihQ, 'spleen' (Wb, 2: 385) and A. Sharma, who 
notes that the form plasf found at TB. 2.6.4.4. is secondary (Beit. z. Ved. 
Lex., 209). 

VERSE 5 

Inc, ~V 10.163.4 omits bhasadydm and reads bhasadad. P 4.7.6. deletes 
bhasada11J in d. The tradition, therefore, seems to suggest that bhasadyd and 
bhasada are equivalent, which lends further support to arguments of Weber 
(207), Kuhn (68) and Whitney-Lanman (77), who do not translate 
bhasada11J (cf. Bloomfield who does see justification for it, and, following 
Sayal).a, includes it in his rendering as a type of intensifier). bhti11Jsaso is 
uncertain. Saya:r:ta glosses it as 'the visible, secret place' [bhasamanad gu-
hyasthanad; likewise at ~V: bhasadat. bhasat katipradesa~ tatsa11Jbandhat . .. 
bhasamanat payo~ . .. "from the connection with bhasadad (bhasat, 'private-
parts'), it is the visible anus"]. Grassmann also suggests 'anus' (Wb, col. 
921); Macdonell-Keith proposes 'pubic bone' (Vedic Index, 2: 360). Filliozat, 
taking these two views into account suggests, 'anus? pubis' (La doctrine, 
125). Cf. also Mayrhofer, who states that it may be a particular part of the 
abdomen, perhaps the "private parts," but also points out that since the 
exact meaning of the word cannot be determined, a connection between 
bhastit (bhasada) and bhtl11Jsas, likewise, cannot be demonstrated (Wb, 2: 
456). According to the ViSvesvarananda edition, Apastamba Mantrapatha 
1.17 .1 reads dhvti11Jsaso (?). 

VERSE 6 

~V 10.163.5 has an entirely different verse: mehanad vana11Jktira~al l6ma-
bhyas te nakhebhya~, ytik~ma11J stirvasmad atmtinas tam idti11J vf vrhami te, 
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"From [your] urethra, from [your] vana7!1ktira7Ja, from your hair, from [your] 
nails, from [your] entire body, I tear away for you this ytik~ma." vana7!1ktira7Ja 
is unclear. Saya:r:ta considers it to be adjectival to me'hanad ('urethra') in the 
sense of 'the penis by which the bodily water [vanam = udaka'!l sarlram] 
is discharged' (tat kriyate visrjyate yena tadvana7!1kara7Jam. tasmat mehanat 
meqhrat . .. ), so also Haradatta to ApMB. 1.17.5 (see Sharma, Beit. z. Ved. 
Lex., 251-52). Kuhn takes vtinam to mean 'joy' rather than 'water' and 
proposes the translation "joy-bringer (Wonnebringer)" (67) which, in the 
present anatomical context of the hymn, may be regarded as a euphemism 
for "penis." Mayrhofer supports Saya:r:ta (Wb, 3: 39), and Filliozat, likewise, 
suggests 'organe de la defecation' (La doctrine, 126. Cf. Oldenberg, Noten, 
2: 361). In a, P 4.7.5a has mi7!1sebhya~, 'from [your] flesh.' In c, P 4.7.4c 
reads: yak~ma'!l pa7Jyor arigulibhyo (Raghu Vira: arigalibhyo?), 'from [your] 
fingers on the two hands' and in d, P 4.7.4d has vi vrhamasi, 'we tear away.' 
Saya:r:ta considers snavabhyo, which has the common meaning 'from the 
tendons, sinews' (see also Filliozat, La doctrine, 127), as 'small blood vessels' 
(siik~mas siriiiJ snavasabdena ucyante) as opposed to dhamtinibhya~ which 
are large (dhamanisabdena sthiiliiiJ). 

VERSE 7 

~V 10.163.6 reads: ti7Jgad-arigil lomno-lomno jatti'!l ptirva7Ji-parva7Ji, 
ytik~ma'!l stirvasmad atmtinas ttim idti7!1 v{ vrhami te: "From every limb, from 
every hair, from the entire body, I tear away for you this ytik~ma born in 
every joint." atmtinas here and in ~V 10.163.5 (see previous note) has the 
sense of 'from the body' (see Renou, EVP, 16: 174). In a, P 4.7.7 reads as 
~V; in b, it has baddha'!l parvaJJi-parvaJJi, '[the ytik~ma] attached to every 
joint'; and in cd, it reads: vaya'!l vi~vaflca'!l vi vrhamasi, 'we tear completely 
away.' v{~vaflca'!l is here rendered adverbially to intensify the notion of 
the verb (cf. Whitney-Lanman, 77). Saya:r:ta, however, explains it as "that 
one born of disease who has spread through every member beginning with 
the eye" (cak~uradisarvavayavavyapta'!l rogajata'!l) which in tum refers to 
the ytik~ma. Thus, following Saya:r:ta, another possibility could be to take 
v{~vaflca'!l as adjectival to ytik~ma7!1, i.e. 'the all pervasive ytik~ma.' Because 
of its proximity to the verb, however, one would favor the adverbial usage. 
vibarhe7Ja, being from the root brh, 'to tear' plus v{, means literally, 'by the 
tearing,' i.e. by the exorcising, a pun on the verb vlvrhamasi. Saya:r:ta suggests 
that the "hymn exorcises [the ytik~ma] 'by means of the exorcism of the 
great ~i Kasyapa' " (. . . kasyapasya maha~er . . . vivrhatyaneneti vivarha'!l 
siiktam) and goes on to explain: "Now the fruitful power of the mantra, 
which is indeed being employed in the ritual, is indicated by the praise of 
the r~i who revealed the mantra" (mantradra~fur mahar~e~ sa7!1klrtanena 
idanl7!1 prayujyamanasyapi mantrasya amoghavlryatva'!l siicita'!l bhavati). He 
clearly indicates that Kasyapa is the author of this spell. At AVS 1.14.4 
there is a specific reference to the brahman (spell) of Kasyapa and at ~V 
9.114.2 he is mentioned as a r~i and an author of a hymn of praise. It is 
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likely, therefore, that vibarhe1Ja refers to Kasyapa's "exorcising spell," which 
is this charm itself (cf. Bloomfield, 322, 408). For other references to the 
beneficial qualities of Kasyapa, cf. AVS 5.28.5; 8.5.13-14; 17.1.27-38; 
18.3.15 and 19.53.10, where he is stated as being born from Kala ('time'). 
See also TA 1.7.1; 1.8.8. P 4.7 adds another verse (8), not found in K: 
arigiid-arigiid ahaf!l (vayaf!l?) tava paru~aiJ paru~as pari, kasyapasya vi vrhe1Ja 
yak~mante (yak~maf!1 te) vi vrhiimasi. The suggested emendations are mine. 

Notes to A VS 6.85 

Translators are in agreement that A VS 6.85 is a charm against yak~ma. 17 

Sayat:ta prescribes its use "in a rite for the healing of disease beginning 
with riijayak~ma"18 at KausS 26.37. At KausS 26.33, it is mentioned in a 
list of hymns for various medical purposes;19 and at AthPariS 32.7, verse 
2 is reckoned in the list of hymns for the destruction of takman. 20 

VERSE 1 

This verse is also found at AVS 10.3.5. P(K) 19.6.1, although fragmented, 
has been emended to read as Sau. In a, P 16.63.5 has vara1JO (K manuscript 
varu7Jo ); in b: idaf!l devo vrhaspatiiJ; and in cd, it reads: yak~maiJ prati~thii yo 
'smin tam u devii avfvaran, "the gods also have checked that yak~ma who 
resides in this [man]." At AVS 10.3 (cf. P 16.63), we learn that the vara7Ja-
tree is called an enemy-destroying, powerful amulet ( ... vara1J6 ma1Jt'IJ 
sapatnak~aya1JO vf~ii, verse 1) and that the amulet is the medicine for all 
[diseases], thousand-eyed, yellow and gold( ... ma7J{r vara1J6 visvabhe~ajaiJ 
sahasrak~6 htirito hira7Jyaya1J, verse 3). Sayat:ta, following KausS 26.37, un-
derstands that a piece of the vara7Ja-tree was formed into an amulet which 
removes the disease beginning with riijayak~ma (vara7Javrk~anirmito ma1Ji1J 
. . . riijayak~miidirogaf!l . .. nivartayatu).It is likely, therefore, that an ~mulet 
of varaiJa is to be understood here. On vara1J6 and viirayatii, cf. AVS 4.7.1 
and notes. 

VERSE 2 

P(K) 19.6.2 reads as Sau. Sayat:ta glosses vacasii: 'by the word having 
the form of a command' (iijfliiriipe1Ja vakyena); and Bloomfield thus renders 
it as 'command' (39-40). On spells attributed to various divinities, cf. A VS 
2.32.3, 5.23.10, where the spell or a r~i is mentioned. 

11 Griffith: "A charm against Consumption or Decline," Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 1: 292; 
Bloomfield: "Exorcism of a disease by means of an amulet from the varaiJa-tree," Hymns, 39, 
505, and Whitney-Lanman: "For relief from ytik~ma," Atharva-veda-saT(Ihitii, Pt. 1, 344. 

18 rajayak~miidirogabhai~ajyakarmaiJi; cf. Ke5ava: rajayak~miidibhai~ajyam ucyate. 
19 See Caland, AZ, 78, and cf. AthPariS, 34.24. 
20 takmaniisanagaiJa; vs. 2ab also occurs at KausS 6.17 (see Bloomfield, Hymns, 506; cf. Whit-

ney-Lanman, Pt. 1, 344). 
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VERSE 3 

In b, P(K) 19.6.3 has visvtidhiiyasa~ (accented), 'all-sustaining.' Saya:r;ta, 
on similar lines, reads visvtidhiiyan!IJ and explains it as "the nourisher of 
the entire world characterized by sentient and non-sentient beings"( ... 
krtsnasya sthiivarajarigamiitmakasya jagata~ po~ayitniJ ... ). Note the ref-
erence to the mythological episode in which the demon Vrtra restrained 
the water. By using this in the simile, the healer, equating himself with the 
demon, gains access to his domain and, with the help of Agni V aiSvanara, 
is better able to ward off the patient's affliction. From the theological point 
of view, it is interesting to note that Vrtra, along with Varu:r;ta in verse 2 
his destroyer, is looked upon as being beneficent. His holding back of the 
waters which is generally considered to be an evil act is in this verse com-
pared to the checking of a disease-demon. 

Notes to 19.36 

Translators consider A VS 19.36 to be a charm involving the amulet called 
sattiviira. 21 Saya:r;ta mentions that it is found at Siintikalpa 17.4 and 19.6 in 
the mahiisiinti, 'great consecration,' called sa'tltati, 'progeny,' where the 
sattiviira-amulet is employed.22 From its context it appears that the charm 
was originally recited during the consecration and binding of this particular 
vegetal amulet which was worn to protect the individual from various 
evils, including, in particular, the internal disease-demon ytik~ma. 

VERSE 1 

P 2.27.1 reads as Sau, except, in d, Raghu Vira reads: matJ.i'tl dunJiima-
catana'tl. Saya:r;ta understands sattivaro to be either a hundred varas, roots 
or awns of grain; or else it averts (root vr) a hundred diseases, i.e. because 
it is subsequently heard (verse 6) that it wards off a hundred diseases, it is 
a type of herb (sata'tl viira miiliini siikii vii yasya sa sataviira~. yadvii satasa'tl-
khyiikiin rogiin niviirayatili sataviira~ 'sataviiretJa viiraye' iti uttaratra 
satasa'tlkhyiikarogaviiratJasravatJiid o~adhivise~a~). Saya:r;ta's first explanation 
seems to be based on the meaning of vara as 'tail-hair of animal' and, 
therefore, is forced. His second suggestion appears more likely because of 
the pun on the word found at verse 6. Whitney-Lanman offer yet another 
possibility: "possessing a hundred choice things" (root vr, 'to choose,' thus, 
'choice'). No interpretation, however, is entirely satisfactory. Inc, Saya:r;ta 
considers iirohan, 'ascending,' to refer to the raising [of the amulet] to the 
region of the body beginning with the man's arm (puru~asya bhujiidipra-
desam adhiti~than), so also Griffith (294 n; cf. Whitney-Lanman, 955). Such 

21 Griffith: "A charm against disease and evil spirits," Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 2: 294; 
and Whitney-Lanman: "With a satd'vara-amulet: for protection, etc.," Atharva-veda-saFr~hitii, 
Pt. 2, 955. 

22 • • • vihitayiFr~ saFr~tatyiikhyayiFr~ mahasantau satavaraFr~ ma,im abhimantrya badhnijjat; cf. 
Whitney-Lanman, ibid. 
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an interpretation is likely because, like the charms involving the jatigi#-
amulet (AVS 2.4, 3.9, 19.34,35), this hymn appears to have been recited 
during the ritualistic binding of the talisman; in which case, "ascending 
with brilliance" could be a description of it radiating while being elevated 
during the tying process. In d, SayaQ.a glosses du77Jtima- as a skin disease 
(tvagdo~a~). 

VERSE 2 

In d, Roth-Whitney emend tatrati to tarati. P 2.27.2 has tatrati; but Barret 
and Raghu Vira, following Roth-Whitney, emend to tarati. Bh., however, 
reads: ptipmtidhi tatrati. SayaQ.a also reads tatrati and explains it, in Pal).inian 
terms, as from the root tf, 'to cross,' 'to pass through,' with the affixes s1u 
(third class affix, which according to Pal).. 6.1.10 causes reduplication in a 
root which is not normally reduplicated) and sa (affix of the sixth class, to 
which the root tfbelongs) (tf plavanasartttaraJJayo~, s1u~ sas ceti vikaraJJa-
dvayam). He glosses it as 'overcome' (atikrtimatz). Such a form from the 
root tfis indeed unusual; and for this reason, Roth-Whitney's emendation 
would be justified; but P supports SayaQ.a, which is perhaps the correct 
reading. By mtidhyena, SayaQ.a understands, 'with the stem' (ktiJJ4ena). It is 
possible that the poet-healer is describing an amulet which was fashioned 
from an entire plant whose stem bifurcates near the top. In this way, the 
two horns could be analogous to its forked head, the middle to its stem, 
and the root to the part under the ground. Cf. A VS 9 .4.17 where two bulls' 
horns are said to push away the rtik~as-demon (sfrigtibhytirtt rtik~a 
r~aty ... ). 

VERSE 3 

Inc, Roth-Whitney read: sarviin dur1Jiimaht. P 2.27.3 reads as Sau; but 
for sabd{na~ in b, K has sapathina~, 'cursing'(?). SayaQ.a understands there 
tobethreetypesofytik~masordiseasesinab:thosewhicharenewlyproduced, 

those fully grown and those possessing sound, i.e. making noise or pos-
sessing sound means 'difficult to cure' ( ... aprariiqhii utpannamtitrti . .. 
yak~mii rogtiiJ santi ye ca . . . abhivrddhti yak~mtiiJ . . . sabdavanta~ ete dusci-
kitsii iti sabdyamtintiiJ sabdavanto vti . .. ). SayaQ.a's explanation of these 
ytik~mas is mere guesswork. It would appear syntactically that there are 
only two categories: the arbhakQ, 'small/childish,' and the mahanto ... 
sabd{nah, 'large/adult, which are vocal or speak.' It is, however, difficult 
to understand to what exactly these descriptions may refer. Perhaps, as 
Griffith suggests, they indicate a mild and severe case of the bodily affliction 
(284); or better, they may signify the demon's victims. In other words, 
there were small, childish ytik~mas who attacked childre~ and large, adult-
speaking ytik~mas who assailed the grown-ups. Cf. AVS 6.25, where the 
disease-entities apadts are said to make noise. 
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VERSE 4 

In a, Roth-Whitney read: vfrarh for vlran. P(O) 2.27.4 reads as Sau, except 
for apa for ava in d. K has satart~ vlrytfr]i janayafl satart~ (Raghu Vira: vlrytfrJy 
ajanayac chatart~) yak~mtfn aptfvapat, durrJtfma~ sarvtfrt~s trqhvtfpa rak~tfrt~sy 
aptikramu (Raghu Vira: akramu). P(K) cd is a slight variant (apa for ava in 
d), of A VS 19 .36.5cd. The notion of vlrya, 'strength,' 'power,' makes better 
sense than vlra, 'heroes,' which Sayal).a, nevertheless, understands as 'sons' 
(putrtfl]), i.e. "Let this carved amulet produce, bring about, impart them" 
(aya'!l dhtfryamtfrJo matJi~ . . . tan . . . janayatu utptfdayatu prayacchatu). 

VERSE 5 

ab is wanting inK; but, for cd, cf. P(K) 2.27.4 (above). P(O) has the entire 
verse (P 2.27.5) which reads as Sau, except trqqhvtf apa occurs in cd (cf. 
Whitney-Lanman, 955-67). Sayai;ta considers hlratJyasrnga to be 'that whose 
tip of appears like gold, i.e. it is the upper part of the satavtfra' (. . . ya-
sytfgrart~ hirarJyavad avabhtfsate sa hirarJyasrnga~. satavtfrasytfgram evart~ 
bhavati) and r~abhti~ as 'the best of herbs' (o~adhlntfrt~ sre~tha~). Griffith 
suggests that the bull is "the potent charm" (294 n). It seems rather that 
the poet-healer is describing the upper, forked part of the plant as golden 
in color and implicitly comparing its branches to the horns of the homed 
bull whose efficacy destroys the rtik~as-demons (cf. verse 2 above). 

VERSE 6 

In c, Roth-Whitney emend to sattirt~ ca svtinvatlntfrt~. P 2.27.6 omits ca. 
Raghu Vira, however, has [ca]. The K manuscript has: satart~ sunvatlntfm, 
'a hundred female pressers (of Soma)' which, although being a grammat-
ically correct reading, makes little sense. At P 1.89.2 ab, we read: satart~ 
jahy apsarastfrt~ satart~ svanvatlntfm (K: satam apsarastfrt~ satart~ sunvatlntfrt~), 
"You, [0 bhadriktf-amulet,] kill the hundred Apsarases, the hundred (fe-
males) accompanied by dogs" (cf. Renou, JA, 253: 30). Sayal).a, along with 
the Visvesvarananda edition, reads sasvanvtitlntfrt~, from sasvat-vatl where 
the initial 'n' is incorrectly written for 'd' (daktfrasya naktfrtfdesa~) and glosses 
it: "diseases beginning with possession and epilepsy which return repeat-
edly for the sake of [causing] pain" (muhurmuhu~ plqartham tfgantryo 
grahtfpasmtfrtfdytf vytfdhaya~ sasvanvatya~). This is a rather feeble attempt 
to justify a bad reading. Roth-Whitney's emendation, therefore, seems to 
be best; in which case, svtinvatlntfm could mean 'of those accompanied 
with dogs.' It receives some support from the fact that at AVS 4.37.11 the 
dog is found in relation to the Gandharvas; and at AVS 11.9.15 we read: 
svdnvatlr apsartiso, 'Apsaras accompanied with dogs.' It appears, therefore, 
that the expression svtinvatlntfm refers to the Apsarases who bear it as an 
epithet. Whitney-Lanman's rendering "dog-like ones" is quite wrong here 
(956; so also Griffith, 294). On Sayai;ta's mistaken identification of the 
feminine durrJamnlntfrt~ with the masculine vytfdhi, 'disease,' see Whitney-
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Lanman (956); and on the significance of the pun between the verb viiraye 
(root vr, 'to ward off: 'to check'), and viira of sattiviira, see verse 1 n above. 

Notes to 19.~8 

Most translators consider A VS 19.38 to be a charm involving gulgulu or 
guggulu (bdellium). 23 Sayal).a mentions that it and A VS 19.39 are found at 
AthPariS 4.4 where, in the duties of the priest (i.e. purohitakarmiit}i), fu-
migation with ku~tha and with gulgulu is to be offered in the rite of the 
king's entering into his bed-chamber at night.24 

VERSE 1 

In a, Roth-Whitney, based on Sayal).a (rodha'!l na kurvanti, na pf4ayatz), 
emend to nti tti'!l ytik~mii arundhate, "ytik~mas do not obstruct him" (see 
also Whitney-Lanman, 958). In a, P 19.24.1 reads yak~mii arundhate. The 
Visvesvarananda edition, following that of Sankar Pai).Q.it and all manu-
scripts of Roth-Whitney, has nti tti'!l ytik~mii tirundhate, "Neither the ytik~mas, 
0 Arundhafi, ... him," which is also found in P. In spite of the accented 
vocative this reading is supported by Grill (39, 193), Griffith (295) and 
Bloomfield (40, 675-76). Since Arundhafi figures so predominantly as the 
goddess par excellence of the healing herbs (see AVS 19.39.2,3, where ku~tha 
is also made efficacious through its association with Arundhafi), it seems 
quite appropriate for the healer to have invoked her in an incantation 
which involved the medicinal plant gulgulu. (Note: the resinous nature of 
gulgulu brings to mind the sappy siliict liik~Q, connected with Arundhafi.) 
This, then, could lend further support for reading the vocative in a. In c, 
Sayal).a, Roth-Whitney and some manuscripts have guggul6~. Other manu-
scripts and the P read gulgulo~. It is found at TS 6.2.8.6 as gulgulu (note 
accent) (cf. also Lanman at Whitney-Lanman, 958). Either reading seems 
acceptable, with the accent on either the first or last syllable. On the question 
of the enumeration of the verses in this hymn, see, in particular, Whitney-
Lanman, whose suggestion we have followed (958). 

VERSE 2 (-3) 

In b, Roth-Whitney emend to read: mrgad fsyii iverate; inc, guggulu, and 
in d: vapytisi. p 19.24.2,3 has, in 2cd: visvaficas tak~miid yak~mii mrgii asvii 
iverate; 3a: gulgulu. led is repeated as 2ab to make three complete verses 
in P. The only significant emendation is that which occurs in 2b. Sayal).a, 
along with the Visvesvarananda edition and P, reads: mrga tisvii iverate, 

23 Grill translates it under his section: "Allerlei Obel (Miscellaneous evil)," Hundert Lieder 
des Atharoa-Veda, 39, 193; Griffith: "A protective charm," Hymns of the Atharoaveda, 2: 295; 
Bloomfield: "The healing properties of bdellium," Hymns, 40, 675, and Whitney-Lanman: 
"With guggulu: against disease," Atharoaveda-sarphiti, Pt. 2, 957. 

24 purohitakartavye riitrau riijfla~ sayyiigrhaprave5anakarmar}i gulguludhiiparp ku~fhau~adhi
dhiiparp ca dadyiit; cf. also Bloomfield, Hymns, 676, and Whitney-Lanman, Pt. 2, 957. 
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"like wild beasts [or] horses" (so also Grill, 39, 193; Griffith, 295 and 
Bloomfield, 40, 676) and glosses: "like quick-moving (=asval]) beasts, i.e. 
like a deer, etc.; or else like beasts, like horses" (asval] iisugiimino mr:gii iva 
hari1Jiidaya iva. athavii mr:gii iva asvii iva). Although Roth-Whitney's emen-
dation tends to complete the simile, it does not actually seem warranted. 
The poet is comparing, as Sayal).a implies, the speed of the animals to the 
quickness by which the yak~mas disperse in the presence of the scent of 
gulgulu. The reading of Sayal).a and the Visvesvarananda edition may, 
therefore, be retained. This assumes, of course, that mr:ga had the meaning 
of 'deer' or, at least, a very quick wild animal. There is, in this verse, a 
suggestion that gulgulu may have been transported by maritime commerce 
and traded in India (see Filliozat, La doctrine, 111; cf. also Zimmer, Leben, 
28, and Grill, 193). Cf. AVS 4.7.6; 5.4.2,8; 8.7.11 where other auspicious 
plants and plant products were brought from a distance and traded. Note 
also the well-known practice of the healer stating that he has seized the 
herbs' two names. This implies that he knows not only their appropriate 
names, but also their uses. 

Notes to 7.76 (80) 3-5 

This hymn is a composite charm of which the first two verses are con-
cerned with the apacfts; the last (verse 6) is a verse to be recited at the 
midday Soma-pressing.25 The middle three verses treat the disease entity ·- .:::. Jayanya. 

VERSE 1 (3) 

In b, P 19.40.7 has talldyam upati~thati '[which) comes in contact with 
the soles of the feet'; inc, it reads: pariistartt (K: tariis tvartt) sarvartt jiiyiinya'!f, 

25 See notes to AVS 7.76 (80).1,2 227, below. 
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"I have cast away [or less likely: May you subdue (inj. aor. from root tf)] 
every jiiyiinya"; and in d, it has kas ca. For a, Sayat:la, reading prasrJati, 
renders: "The disease called riijayak~ma, reaching in the bones, i.e. reaching 
as far as the bones" (yo riijayak~miikhyo roga~ . . . asthfni . . . prasarati 
vyiipnoti. asthiparyantart~ vyiipnotilyartha~). Sayat:la glosses the word talf-
dydm ('the sole of the foot') as 'being in the vicinity, i.e. the flesh situated 
near the bones' (antike bhavatt~ talfdyam . . . asthisamfpagatart~ miitt~sam). 
Most translators, however, follow Bloomfield who considers it to be 'the 
sole of the foot' on the following basis: Since the upper (kakud) and the 
middle (klkasa) parts of the body are represented, talfdyd should, therefore, 
indicate the lower part, and by the fact that Wise (70) defines it as the sole, 
possibly connected with talahrdaya 'sole of the foot' (AJPh, 11: 329-30; cf. 
Mayrhofer, Wb, 1: 489). In c, nir hiis ttitt~ of the Visvesvarananda edition 
is based upon Sayat:la who glosses: 'let . . . disappear' (nirharatu). Roth-
Whitney, however, read nir iistaft~, "I have cast out" (see Whitney-Lanman, 
Pt. 1, 442). Henry proposes the emendation: nir asyaft~, "J'ai chasse" (Le 
livre 7, 30; see also La magie, 194). Bloomfield has posited yet another 
reading: nir iisthatt~ (from root as, 'to throw'), "I have driven out" (Hymns, 
17, 561-62; cf. also AJPh, 12: 439-40, and Ludwig, Der Rigveda, 3: 500). 
With any of these readings we notice the meaning is basically the same, 
i.e. the expelling of the demon (cf. also Zimmer, Leben, 377 and Filliozat, 
La doctrine, 88). Based on manuscript 'P' of 19.40.7, it appears that nir 
astart~ is the correct reading. 

VERSE 2 (4) 

In b, P 19.40.8 has ya in place of sti and Raghu Vira reads pauru~am 
[manuscript 'P': p\lru~am] for piiru~am; cd are variants of verse (3) Sed, (s.v.) 
In d, Sayat:la reads suk~itasya and understands the obscure tik~itasya, in c, 
and suk~itasya, in d, to be either from the root k~i, 'to possess,' i.e. "without 
residing for a long time in the body (tik~ita) and residing for a long time 
[in the body] (suk~ita)"; or else from the foot k~an, 'to injure,' with the 
Vedic addition of 'i,' i.e. the non-injuring, the non-drying of the body 
(tik~ita) and the thorough and complete drying of all the elements residing 
in the body (suk~ita). Thus, both are wasting-diseases (ak~itasya. k~i nir-
viisagatyo~. sarfre cirakiiliivasthiinarahitasya . . . suk~itasya cirakiilam avas-
thitasya. yadvii k~aiJU hitt~siiyiim iti dhiitu~. ikiiropajanas chiindasa~. ak~itasya 
ahitt~sakasya san-ram aso~ayata~ suk~itasya san-ragatasarvadhiitiin su~thu ni~
se~att~ so~ayata~ . ... ubhayo~ ak~itasuk~itayo~ k~ayarogayo~ ... ). Ludwig 
seems to have read the text as Sayat:la first suggested (500) and Griffith 
follows him (365 n). Bloomfield, basing himself on KausS 31.16-17, its 
commentaries, and Wise (321), renders: "here is the remedy for sores not 
caused by cutting, as well as for wounds sharply cut"; the emended tik~ata 
means a 'tumor,' 'boil' and is to be identified with jiiyanya (18, 562 and 
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AJPh, 11: 320-22). Both Zimmer (Leben, 377) and Henry (30-31, 98) have 
similar renderings. Bloomfield later changed his mind and considered 
jayanya to be a type of congenital or venereal disease. This, however, is 
not reflected in his translation, and thus his rendering is ambiguous; unless, 
perhaps, he has in mind the skin lesions which are commonly associated 
with advanced stages of syphilis. This, however, may be begging the ques-
tion. Whitney-Lanman, however, point out quite rightly that the root k~an 
does not have the primary meaning 'to cut,' but 'to bruise,' thus, calling 
Bloomfield's interpretation into question (442). Likewise, Filliozat, after 
Caland (AZ, 101), understands tik~ita (or tik~ata) to mean 'intact' and thus 
renders: "Voici le remede des deux, de celui qui est intact et de celui qui 
est bien creve" (La doctrine, 88 and n 3). Whitney-Lanman, after having 
examined all these explanations, with the exception of Filliozat and Caland, 
concludes that tik~ita and suk~ita are most probably two kinds of jayanya, 
but quite astutely notices that the two half verses are discordant, and won-
ders if they even belong together ( 442). Along these same lines, it should 
be noted that the P does not have these two padas. With so much difficulty 
and controversy surrounding this verse, any definite rendering would be 
futile. We may, however, not go too far astray if we assume that tik~ita 
(ak~ata) and suk~ata (suk~ita) represent two types of jayanya. Like the apadts 
(AVS 6.83.1,3), and the ytik~ma (~V 10.97.13), the jayanya appears to have 
the ability to fly; but unlike the apadts it does not make a noise. 

VERSE 3 (5) 

According to SayaQa, this and the following verse form a separate hymn 
(7.81). In cd, P 19.40.8 (=manuscript 'P' 19.40.9b) reads: kathal'!l ha tatra 
tval'!l hanya yatra kuryam ahal'!l haviiJ, "How could you harm [him] there 
where I would make the oblation?" d occurs at A VS 6.5.3a; and at VS 
17.52 and TS 4.6.3.1 which have kurmo for kromo. SayaQa explains hav{r 
('oblation') as "that having the form of melted butter, etc. which is con-
nected with the divinities beginning with Indra who are capable of removing 
the disease" (roganirhara!Jak~amendriididevatiisal'!lbandhi iijyiidiriipal'!l). Note 
the pun on the root jan, 'to be born,' and the mythological origin of 
jayanya. This may be alluding to that myth recorded at TS 2.3.5.2, etc. In 
cd we have the use of the rhetorical question. P 19.40.9 (=manuscript 'P': 
19.40.1 0) is an interesting verse, not found in the Sau, which may tentatively 
be read and translated as follows: yas (manuscript 'P': ya Q) sal'!lpriivisat 
karoty udaral'!l mahat (K: mama) yak~mo yo 'tra jayate (K manuscript: jayase) 
tal'!l jayiinyam anlnasam, "We destroy that jayanya, born here [as] yak~ma, 
who has entered completely into [my] abdomen [and] makes it big." We 
notice a definite connection between jayanya and ytik~ma and the suggestion 
that jayanya, when it entered the abdomen, seems to have been thought 
to be a type of ytik~ma causing the belly to swell. 
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Notes to 2.8 

Most translators consider A VS 2.8 to be a charm against the disease 
k~etriya. 26 A. Weber, however, understands it to be a charm "against crop-
damage (gegen Feldschaden)."27 His basis for this lies in the etymology of 
the word k~etriya, which he derives from the word k~etra, 'field,' 'soil,' 
'land.' k~etriya, therefore, means 'related to the land or field.'28 Saya~a 
prescribes it "for the cessation of the diseases beginning with skin-disease, 
consumption and chronic diarrhea, which come from the family"29 at KausS 
26.41-27.4. At AthParis 34.7 it is counted in the list of hymns concerned 
with the destruction of takman (takmanasanagaiJa). Because of the mention 
of the repetition of the refrain: "Let the k~etriya-destroying plant [cause] 
the k~etriya to disappear," this charm appears to have been originally used 
to consecrate the plants utilized in the healing rite. 

VERSE 1 

ab is repeated at AVS 6.121.3ab and a variant of the entire verse is found 
at 3.7.4. In c, the K manuscript of P 1.99.2 has suk~atriyasya mU1icatart~, 
emended by the editors to read as Sau. In d it reads: sart~ granthirt~ (K 
manuscript: sart~granthya, Bar., Raghu Vira: sart~granthya) hrdayasya ca, "and 
re[lease] the knot of the heart" (cf. Renou: "et re[nouez] le noeud du coeur." 
He understands sart~ [muflcatam] to be in opposition to vi muflcatam, which 
does not seem to make sense, JA, 253: 36). P 3.2.4 reads as Sau. In b, 
Saya~a understands vicftau to be the name of two stars in the tail of the 
constellation Scorpio, and cites TA 2.6.1 and TS 4.4.10.2 as support (etan-
namnyau tarake mUlanak~atram, see also Whitney-Lanman, 48). Etymolog-
ically the word means 'unbinders' which, according to Bloomfield, "enables 
the word to figure wherever there is a question of the 'fetters' of disease" 
(288). Thus it could point to a symbolic association. It also suggests the 
auspicious time, i.e. when these stars are just visible, for the performance 
of the healing rite. For pasam ('bond'), Saya~a glosses 'the seed of the 
disease' (rogabijart~). 

VERSE 2 

This verse is wanting in the P. However, P 1. 99.1 reads: apocchantl du~~
vapnyam apa durhardam ucchatart~ (K: dussvapnam apa durhadam ucchatam), 
apo~tart~ sarvart~ k~etriyart~ sarvas ca yatudhanya~, "You two (stars), who 
cause the nightmare to disappear, make the evil-minded one disappear. 

26 Ludwig: untitled, Der Rigveda, 3: 513; Griffith: "The hymn is a charm against k~etriya, 
some hereditary disease, perhaps pulmonary consumption," The Hymns of the Atharoaveda, 
1, 50; Bloomfield: "Charm against k~etriya, hereditary disease," Hymns, 13, 186; and Whitney-
Lanman: "Against the disease k~etriya: with a plant," Atharoa-veda-sa'r!hitli; Pt. 1, 48. 

27 IS, 13: 149. 
28 1bid., 149-53. 
29 kuliigataku~fhak~ayagraha1Jyiidirogasantaye; cf. Ke5ava: atha k~etriyavyiidhibhai~jyam 

ucyate. 
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Disappeared (burned away?) [is] every k~etriya and all the sorceresses" (d. 
Renou, JA, 253: 36). In a, Sayal).a understands iytirt~ ratry ('this night') to 
be the night at the time of daybreak (u~a~kal!na . .. ratri~), which again 
points to dawn as the time when the rite is to be performed (d. KausS 
26.42: apeyam iti vyucchantyam). He considers the meaning of 
abhikftvari"IJ ('female demons') in two ways, based on the verb tipa ucchantu. 
In the first instance, he assumes the verb to be transitive and renders: "let 
the divinities beginning with the Adityas, who cause the cessation of disease 
all around, make the mentioned disease (i.e. k~etriyti) go away"( ... abhita~ 
rogasantirt~ kurvaiJaiJ adityadidevata . .. prakrtart~ vyadhim apagamayantu). 
Secondly, he suggests that the verb may in fact be intransitive and translates: 
"Let the pisac!s, the demons of the diseases beginning with epilepsy, who 
are disposed to the excision [of the bodily parts], go away"( ... kartanaslliiiJ 
apasmaradirogakari!Jya~ pisacya~ ... apagacchantu). Based on padas cd, 
where, according to Sayal).a, the only rendering of tipa ucchatu is as a tran-
sitive (k~etriyanasan! . .. uktart~ rogam ... apagamayatu), it would seem 
that it would also be transitive in ab (d. Bloomfield, who emends in b to 
tipa ucchatu to make both a and b correspond and thus renders all transi-
tively, 13, 289). According to the P however, it appears that the night and 
female demons are requested to disappear. Thus, along with Whitney-
Lanman (49), ab has been rendered intransitively and cd, transitively. For 
night P has nightmare; and female demons are supported by the P reading 
of durhardam and yatudhanya~, suggesting that the k~etriyti was also looked 
upon as a demon. For the k~etriyti-destroying plant, Sayal).a explains: "The 
herb mentioned in reference to the healing of this or that disease, which 
is the destroyer of the disease k~etriya" (. . . k~etriyavyadher vinasayitr!. 
ya tattadrogabhai~ajyaprastavokta o~adhir asti . . .). 

VERSE 3 

This verse is wanting in the P. In this verse, Sayal).a distinguishes three 
types of plants and plant products in addition to the k~etriyti-destroying 
plant: 1. a piece of wood from the arjuna-tree (arjunakhyavrk~avise~aka~tha-
sya. sakaleneti se~a~); 2. a chaff of barley (yava~ prasiddha~. tasya . .. tu~eiJa 
... ); and 3. the bunches of flowers joined to the sesame-plant ( ... ti-
lasahitamafljarya . .. ). These then, according to him, are to be made into 
an amulet which causes the patient's disease to disappear( ... krto ma!Ji~ 
... tava rogam apocchatu). Bloomfield, on the other hand, discounts Say-
al).a's explanation and renders the text philologically, differentiating only 
two plants and their products: the stalk of the brown and white-sectioned 
barley, and the sesame-plant's blossom (13, 289; so also Whitney-Lanman, 
49, and Griffith, who understands the "white-sections" to refer to "silvery 
ears," 51). Although one cannot be sure, Bloomfield's interpretation would 
appear grammatically more correct. Barley is at AVS 7.50(52).7 a remedy 
for hunger and, along with rice, is called a medicine at 8.2.5. In later Indian 
medicine it also has a medicinal use (see Dutt and King, Materia Medica, 
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270-71). Likewise, sesame has a medical usage in later medicine (ibid., 
217-18). In this context, however, it appears that, as Saya:r:ta suggests, they 
may have been fashioned into an amulet. This is also supported by KausS 
26.43 (see Caland, AZ, 81, and Bloomfield, 287). 

VERSE 4 

Although the P does not have a parallel to this verse, it does contain a 
variant at 1.99.3: namo astu varatrabhyo nama U}ayugebhya~ (K: ... vrtra-
habhyo nama e~a'!l yugebhya~), mrgayaratJye ti~thate k~etriyaytlkara'!l nama~, 
"Let there be obeisance to the straps, obeisance to [pairs of] poles and 
yokes (or, perhaps, "to the demon-slayers and to their ages"?). It stands 
in the forest for the wild beasts. I have made obeisance to the k~etriya." 
pada c implies a plant which deer, etc. may eat to cure their diseases (cf. 
Bh., 29, Renou, JA 253: 36, and Hoffmann, 3, 11: 9). The precise meaning 
of this verse is obscure. Saya:r:ta explains the first line as follows: "0 sick 
man, for the sake of calming your disease, [let there be] obeisance to the 
ploughs provided with bulls (or gods; see Whitney-Lanman, 49) and to 
these limbs of the ploughs, i.e. the poles and yokes" (he rugtJa . . . tvad-
rogasamanaya . . . vr~abhayuktas!rebhyo. . . . !~as ca yugani ca tebhyas ca 
halavayavebhyo nama~). He goes on to say that obeisance is made after 
having effected the worship by the removal of the disease-causing pain; 
or, even though the ploughs etc. are unconscious, obeisance is made by 
the intentions of the gods laying claim to them, and cites Brahmasiitra 2.1.5 
in support of the latter suggestion (pfqtlkararoganivartakatvena piijyatvam 
aropya namaskara~ krta~. yadva halad!nam acetanatve 'pi tadabhimanideva-
tabhiprayetJa namaskara~ ... ). It appears rather that the obeisance to the 
ploughs etc., is symbolical. According to the P all these are shown reverence; 
while in the Sau. only the plough and its parts are given homage. But in 
the second verse the disease-destroying plant is mentioned, suggesting that 
the obeisance paid to the ploughs, etc., which presumably were used in 
the cultivation of the plants such as barley and sesame, was for the purpose 
of consecration of this plant (vfnidh), destructive of disease. KausS 27.1 
also notices the symbolical use for the plough and prescribes that the patient 
be placed under it (namaste larigalebhya iti sfrayogam adhisiro 'vasiflcati; see 
also Caland, AZ, 81, and Bloomfield, 287). 

VERSE 5 

The Roth-Whitney edition reads, at the end of the first line, sa'!ldesyebhyo 
nama~ k~itrasya ptitaye. P does not have an exact parallel; but, P 1.99.4 
reads: tlkhor ida'!l (K.: a~o hrda'!l) k~etrapatya'!l manos ca manavasya ca, mana~ 
sarvasya pasyata iha bhiiya~ syad iti (K.: sarvasyapasyata iha bhiiyamy adiditi), 
"This [is] the lord of the field, [the lord] of the mole, of Manu and of the 
descendant of Manu. [For it is said:] 'let the mind of everyone, perceiving, 
be present here(?)'" (cf. Renou, JA, 253: 36-67). In a, Saya:r:ta understands 
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the obscure sanisrastlk~ebhyo, as "empty houses, whose openings of win-
dows, etc. are crumbling completely to pieces (collapsing)"( ... atisayena 
visra'!lsamtintini viSfryamtitJtini ak~titJi gavtlk~tididvtirtitJi ye~ti'!l te sanisra-
stlk~ti1}. siinyagrhti ity artha~); and in b, for the difficult Sa'!ldesyebhya~, he 
reads sa'!ldesebhya~ and explains them as "old holes, which are indicated 
and which are abandoned because of the taking of soil belonging to them" 
(. . . sa'!ldisyante tyajyante tadgatamrdadtineneti. . . jaradgartti1]). It is quite 
obvious that Sayal).a, not knowing the meaning of these words, based his 
explanation purely on Kau5S 27.2-4 (see Caland, AZ, 81-82, and Bloom-
field, 287). The word sanisrastlk~ebhyo is a compound composed of the 
intensive adjective sanisrasa, 'very sunken,' and tik~a (tik~t), 'eye,' i.e. 'to 
those with sunken eyes' which, as Bloomfield points out, resembles sras-
ttlk~a, 'with sunken eyes,' at Susruta Sa'!lhitti 1.115.7 (290). (Note: I have 
not been able to verify this reference as it is to the volume, page and line 
of an old Calcutta edition of the text which is inaccessible.) This notion of 
'very sunken eyes' may refer to a symptom of the disease or, as Griffith 
suggests, to the eyes of the farm-laborers who have worked so hard that 
they can no longer keep their eyes open (51 n). sa'!ldesyd means 'to be 
directed together,' but may also have the sense of 'belonging to this place,' 
'domestic' (MWSED, s.v.). Bloomfield has noticed that its connection else-
where is with evils or demons (290). K. Hoffmann has posited the rendering: 
"zu einer magischen Zuweisung gehorend," but admits that its meaning 
here is obscure (Aufsiitze, 1: 300 and note). Since, at AVS 3.7.6 (see below), 
k~etriyti is connected with witchcraft, the notion that they belonged to that 
evil realm seems probable. 

Notes to 3.7 

Most translators consider AVS 3.7 to be a charm against the disease 
k~etriyti. 30 Weber, however, defines it further by calling it a hymn for "the 
banishing of the inherited-evil from a newborn child (Bannung des Erbiibels 
aus e. neugebornen Kinde)."31 He bases his assertion on two assumptions: 
1. k~etriyti is not an inherited sin, but a physical evil, an inborn, inherited 
germ of disease. 2. The mention of the use of water in verse 5 indicates a 
removal of the evil by water, which at A VS 2.20 is used to wash a newborn 
child. Or, perhaps, it is a question of brushing the infant by means of the 
young skin-covered horns of a deer.32 It is possible that such a rite could 
have applied to an infant; but there is no justification for specifying it only 
for a newborn child. Likewise, there is no reference in the charm to a baby. 
Sayal).a prescribes its use "in the healing of the disease, k~etriya"33 at KausS 

30 Grill: rendered under his section entitled "I<rankheit," Hundert Lieder des Atharoa-Veda, 
8, 105; Griffith: "The hymn is a charm to drive away hereditary disease," Hymns of the 
Atharoaveda, 1: 89; Bloomfield: "Charm against k~etriya, hereditary disease," Hymns, 15,336, 
and Whitney-Lanman: "Against the disease k~etriya," Atharoa-veda-sal!lhiti, Pt. 1, 94. 

31 IS, 17: 208. 
32 1bid., 208-209. 
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27.29-31. He also mentions its occurrence at Santikalpa 17.5 and 19.7 in 
the Mahasanti called kaumari?4 The first two verses are found at ApSS 
13.7.16 and the second again at 10.10.3.35 

VERSE 1 

Inc, P 3.2.1 has suk~etriyalfl (K. manuscript: su k~ettriyam; Bar., Raghu 
Vira read as Sau). In b, Sayal).a explains bhe~ajtim ('medicine') as a disease-
removing medicine in the shape of a hom(. 0 0 roganivartakalfl s1_7igariipam 
au~adham asti). In c, sa, according to Sayal).a, refers to the deer (hari~Ja~). 
It could also apply to the healer who may have used a hom in the healing 
rite (cf. KausS 27.29). Deriving vi~a~Ja from the root sa plus vi, 'to unfasten,' 
Whitney-Lanman conjecture that it refers to the deciduous horns of certain 
wild species of deer rather than to the permanent ones of domestic ani-
mals (94). 

VERSE 2 

In d, P 3.2.2 has yat kifl ca (K: yad kifl cit). In ab, ApSS 13.7.16 reads: 
mfga~ paqbh{s; and in c: gulphittim, 'accumulation.' Sayal).a reads the difficult 
gu~pittilfl as ApSS and explains it: 'clumped like the ankle' (gulphavad 
grathitalfl). Another variant of the word, gu~tittilfl, occurs at SB 3.2.2.20. It 
is found in connection with a black hom (kr~~Javi~a~Ja), used for the digging 
up of a clod of earth and is translated by Eggeling as 'pressed together' 
(The Satapatha-Brtihma~Ja, 2: 43). The only ~gvedic occurrence of gu~pitti is 
found at 8.40.6 and seems to refer to the entanglement of a creeping plant 
(vrattiter iva gu~pittim; see Geldner, Der Rigveda, 2: 353, and Grassmann, 
Wb, col. 403). Sayal).a here glosses it: 'the projecting branches' (nigata'!' 
siikham). It seems, therefore, to have the general sense of snarled or perhaps 
knotted, as when a vine entangles itself around the limbs of a tree or bush 
(see Mayrhofer, Wb, 1: 341-42). The reading of mfga~ (ApSS) for vf~a is 
much easier and suggests a class of fleet-footed deer, which the word htiri~Ja 
later comes to signify. The notion of speed and dexterity, as Bloomfield 
points out, is implied in the phrase padbh{s caturbhi~ ('with four feet') 
(AJPh, 11: 350-46; Hymns, 337). 

VERSE 3 

Inc, P 3.2.3 has tena. The exact meaning of the expression ctitu~pak~am 
iva cchad{~ ('like a four-pinioned covering') is rather obscure and has given 
rise to much discussion: Sayal).a suggests that it is either "a remote deer-
shaped object situated in the orb of the moon" (candrama~Jqalasthalfl vi-
prakr~talfl . .. hari~Jariipalfl vastu ... ); or else, basing himself most probably 

33 k~etriyavyadhibhai~ajye; Ke5ava's definition is wanting. 
34 kaumarytlkhyaytllfl mahasantau . . . etat siiktam. 
35 See Bloomfield, Hymns, 337. 



TEXTUAL ANNOTATIONS 123 

on KausS 27.29, he says it is "a deer's hide appearing in outline [and] which 
is spread on the ground" (yadvtf. . . paridrsyamtfnarrz . . . bhiimau tfstrtarrz 
htfriryarrz carma ... ). He goes on to state that the object or the hide is like 
"the quadrangular straw-thatch which covers a house" ( ... catu~koryarrz . 
. . . chtfdyate anena grham iti chadistrryakata~ sa iva). Weber posits that it 
may refer to a constellation (210) which, according to Whitney-Lanman, 
might be Aquarius (95). Grill, using the mention of the four feet in verse 
2, suggests that it is the deer whose four feet are like posts (pak~ti?), with 
the horns being the roof (chad{s) (106-107). Griffith, following Grill, renders: 
"like a roof resting on four walls" (89 and note). Bloomfield states that 
"'the roof with four wings (sides)' alludes vaguely to the antlers of the 
antelope, compared with the roof upon a house" (338). pak~ti means literally 
'wing,' 'pinion,' but has come to signify also 'side,' 'flank,' etc. (MWSED, 
s.v.). chad{s has the sense of 'covering' or 'roof.' At ~V 10.85.10, it refers 
to a covering over a cart (mana asytf tina tfsld; cf. Geldner, Der Rigveda, 3: 
268, and Grassmann, Wb, col. 461). The idea may, therefore, be one of a 
covering much like a cart's canopy which has four feathers or pinions as 
adornment. Or, perhaps, it refers to such a canopy made from a deer's 
hide, the legs of which, when the whole skin is stretched out as over a cart 
or wagon, may resemble the four extended wings of two birds in single-
file flight (cf. KausS 27.29, and Caland, AZ, 85). Bloomfield's comparison 
with the antlers seems forced and in this case may not be warranted. 

VERSE 4 

See AVS 2.8.1 and notes. 

VERSE 5 

In cd, ~V 10.137.6 has apa~ stirvasya bhe~ajts taste krrJvantu bhe~ajtim, 
"the waters [are] medicines for every [disease]. [Therefore,] let them make 
(be) medicine for you." Likewise AVS 6.91.3 reads as ~Vin d. P 3.2.7 reads 
as Sau; however, in d, P 5.18.9 has ttfs tva krrJvantu bhe~ajam. Because of 
its numerous occurrences it appears that the verse is formulaic and liturgical, 
recited while the healer consecrates the water to be used in the ritualistic 
cure (see Grill, 107-108, and Bloomfield, 338; cf. also Weber, 211). Further 
support for this is obtained from KausS 27.29, where the patient is given 
water to sip and is sprinkled with tepid water. Sayal).a understands v{svasya 
bhe~ajls as "another medicine for every disease, i.e. not just a medicine for 
a certain disease but for all" (sarvasya rogasya . . . au~adhtfntaravad na kasya 
cid eva rogasya bhe~ajarrz kintu sarve~tfm apll:y artha~). 

VERSE 6 

a and most of bare missing at P 3.2.5 and have been reconstructed by 
the editors to follow Sau. At the end of b, P(K) has tvtfbhy tfnase, 'has 
pervaded you.' In c, P(K) has tasmin; and in d, P replaces tvtit with te. 
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Sayal).a understands the difficult word iisuti~ ('mixture'), from the passive 
root of su plus ii, 'to be wet,' to signify liquefied food and that the k~etriyti
disease has taken possession of the patient because of consumption of bad 
food (iisiiyate iisicyate ity iisutir dravibhiitam annam. tasmiit ayathopayujya-
miiniid anniid yat k~etriyarrz ku~thiidiriiparrz vyiinase vyiipnot). Weber, however,· 
renders the phrase iisutih kriytimiiniiyiil] as "auf Grund des Zeugungs-Actes" 
and considers iisut{ to be "infusio seminis," the cause of the k~etriyti (211). 
As Bloomfield points out, his interpretation may fit well with the notion 
of k~etriyti as an inherited disease, but it does not correspond to the general 
meaning of the root su plus ii, 'to press out.' He thus suggests the translation 
"from the prepared (magic) concoction" (15, 338; d. Grill, 107). A probable 
interpretation, therefore, might be that the k~etriyti enters and takes pos-
session of its victim by means of a food which has spoiled because of 
improper cooking (Sayal).a), or better perhaps, by a mixture, magically pre-
pared (Bloomfield). 

VERSE 7 

In b, P 3.2.6 has uto~asiim and in cd, ... iimayad apa k~etriyam akramft, 
"[Every] disease [and] the k~etriya departed .... " In ab, there appears to 
be reference to a definite time, when the stars can be seen faintly in the 
west and the red glow of dawn is beginning to give way to the morning 
sunlight in the east. It is particularly vivid in plains areas, where the terrain 
is flat and the entire vault of the sky is exposed. Sayal).a, likewise, considers 
this to be a reference to the early dawn (u~asa~ priirambhe) or daybreak 
(prabhiitakiile) when the ceremony of anointing, etc. begins (tasmin kriya-
miiiJena abhi~ekiidintl). The overall sense seems to be that light, here the 
first light of day, aids in the expulsion of the dark demons, durbhiitti and 
k~etriyti (cf. Weber, 212-13; Grill, 108, and Bloomfield, 338-39). The plural 
number of u~tis suggests that the rite may have taken place over a period 
of days (cf. Sayal).a: pratidivasam iivrttyapek~ayii u~asiim iti bahuvacananir-
desa~). As suggested at AVS 2.8, it is likely that the ritual began at dawn. 

Notes to 4.13 

Most translators consider AVS 4.13 and its variant ~V 10.137 to be 
charms for healing in general.36 Sayal).a prescribes that 4.13 along with 
other charms be used in two rites for long life (iiyu~kiima) at KausS 58.3-
4 and 11. He also mentions its inclusion in the laghuga7Ja, 37 and its use, 

36 Griffith: "A charm to restore a sick man to health," Hymns of the Atharoaveda, 1: 148, so 
also Hymns of the Rigveda, 2: 583; Weber: "Gegen miasmatische Krankheit (Massage!?) (Against 
miasmal disease, with massage)," IS, 18: 48 and Whitney-Lanman: "For healing," Atharoa-
veda-salflhitii, Pt. 1, 168; to ~V 10.137, see in particular, Aufrecht, "Ein Heilspruch (A healing 
charm)," ZDMG, 24 (1870): 204; Lanman: "Exorcism for a sick pe~n," Sanskrit Reader, 390; 
Geldner: "Gegen Krankheit," Der Rigveda, 3: 370, and Renou: "A Tous les dieux," EVP, 
16: 171. 

37 Cf. also Bloomfield to KausS 9.4 (The Kausika Siitra, 28 n 6). 
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along with AVS 2.33 (and 3.11), "in the performance of a healing of a 
sacrificer who has become ill in the midst of a sacrificial rite"38 at VaitS 
38.1. At AthParis 34.21, it is included in the arihalirigaga1Ja. 39 According to 
Saya~~a and the SarviinukramaiJl; ~V 10.137 is a hymn in anu~tubh meter, 
devoted to the Visvedevas, with each verse ascribed to one of seven great 
r~is, i.e. Bharadvaja, Kasyapa, Gotama, Atri, Visvamitra, Jamadagni and 
Vasi~tha.40 BD 8.49-50 states that the hymn should be curative of all [dis-
eases] or destructive of nipas and that the divinities addressed are as follows: 
the first verse is to the gods, verses 2-4, to Vata, verse 5, to the Visvedevas, 
and verses 6-7 to the Waters.41 Finally, ~gvidhiina 4.9.4-7 specifies its use 
in a general, healing ritual for one suffering from disease (raga) and also 
mentions specifically indigestion (ajlr1Jiinna).42 

VERSE 1 

This verse is found unaltered at ~V 10.137.1 and MS 4.14.2. In b, P(K) 
5.18.1 has uddharathii, 'pull out' (0: uddharatii); and in cd, P reads: uta 
manu~ya'!l ta'!l devii daiviil] (Raghu Vira: deviil]) kr1Jutha (K: kr1Juta) jlvase, 
"and then you divine gods (or, you gods, 0 gods,) cause that man to live." 
Geldner (370) and Renou (171) consider that the first line might be a ref-
erence to Trita who, according to ~V 1.105.15 was "dipped into a well" 
(kupe 'vahita~). Saya1_1a to A VS, on the other hand, understands it differ-
ently: "0 gods, make this [man] who is brought near to the realm of Dharma 
[-raja, i.e. Yama] cautious, not careless, or else, make him put down, placed 
down. Carry out thus so that he stays down for a long time" (he deviiiJ 
imam upanfta'!l dharmavi~aye avahitam siivadhiinam apramatta'!l kuruta. yadvii 
avahitam avasthiipita'!l kuruta. yathiisau cirakiilam avati~thate tathii kurutety 
artha~). The meaning is obscure; yet tivahita could suggest rather the sense 
of burial as Saya1_1a's second explanation seems to insinuate and unnayathii 
would, therefore, imply his unearthing or extracting from the ground (cf. 
P). In c, Saya1_1a to A VS glosses agas as 'transgression, i.e. evil born from 
neglect of command, etc.' (apariidha'!l vihitiinanu~thiiniidijanita'!l piipa'!l). 
Lanman thus considers the disease to be a punishment for a sin (391). P, 
as we have seen, makes no reference to transgression, suggesting that the 
redactor did not consider sin to be a major cause for the individual's malady. 

38 tathii kratumadhye vyiidhitasya yajamiinasya bhai~ajakaraJJepi etat siiktam. 
39 See Whitney-Lanman, Pt. 1, 168. 
40 Anu.: . . . sapta r~aya ekarcii vaisvadevam; SayaJ;~a: . . . iinu~tubha'!l vaisvadeva'!l 

bharadviijakasyapagotamiitrivisviimitrajamadagnivasi~thii iti krameJJa pratyrcam r~aya~. 
41 Vs. 49: ... uta deviif] para'!! tu yat, deviiniim atra ciidyii syiid viitadevas trca~ para~. Vs. 

50: triiyantii'!l vaisvadevy rk tu se~as tv abdaivata~ para~, syiid etad visvabhai~ajya'!l rapaso vii 
viniisanam. Cf. also Macdonell, Brhat-Devatii, Pt. 2, 168. 

42 See also Gonda, The ~gvidhinam, 107-108 and notes. It is interesting to note that in this 
rite, ghee (ghrta) is a significant element, for it states at vs. 7 that the siikta is to be muttered 
while anointing the body with ghee (rogiirtasyiipy anenaiva giitram ariktvii japed ida7!1; cf. Gonda, 
ibid.). As we will see at vs. 7 n, the P adds a verse which also mentions ghee which appears 
to have been utilized in the healing rite, along with water. 
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VERSE 2 

In cd, both ~V 10.137.2 and P 5.18.3 read: a vatu pdrany6; cf. also TB 
2.4.1.7 and TA 4.42.1. As Renou points out, ab seems to indicate both the 
wind's source (Sindhu) and its direction towards (here ... from afar) 
(171). Saya:r:ta to AVS offers this interpretation as one explanation, but then 
presents another purely conjectural and oversophisticated one which is, 
nevertheless, interesting from the point of view of the later medical tradition: 
"Or these two winds, with the nature of prarJa and apana, blowing, (that 
is to say) moving about in the bodies, from the Sindhu. Here by the word 
s{ndhu, they mean sweat-ducts from which sweat habitually oozes out. By 
the word paravdt, an area of twelve finger-breadths outside the body is 
referred to." He continues the analysis in cd: "[One] anyd is the prarJa or 
the wind from in front; let it cause your strength to return. [The other] 
anyti is the apana or the wind from behind. What is your evil, let the wind 
make it, the evil, depart from your presence" (yadva imau prarJapanatmakau 
dvau Vat au vat a~ sarfre~u Sai!ICarata~ a sindho~. atra sindhusabdena syandana-
silanisvedayanani ucyante. . . . paravacchabdena sarlrad bahyadeso dva-
dasarigulaparimito vivak~ita~. . . . anya~ purovata~ prarJo va he upanila 
. . . tava . . . balam . . . agamayatu. anya~ pascad vata~ apanavayur va tava 
yad rapa~ papam asti . ... tat papartZ ... tvatsakasad vigamayatu). Cf. also 
Geldner, who understands the winds in the second line to be the same 
wind (370); Renou, who also sees perhaps a prelude to prarJti of the human 
body (171); and Weber, who suggests that the wind from in front and that 
from behind may be the east and west winds or perhaps the winds occurring 
before and after a thunderstorm (49). Note also the opposition between 
dtik~al!l, 'dexterity,' or 'skill,' in the sense of possessing the 'full command 
of the faculties' (cf. Renou, 171, and verse 5, note, below) and rtipas. The 
verse implies the reviving of the bodily functions by the restoration of 
breathing, stimulated perhaps by the ritual fanning of the patient, a practice 
which takes place over sacred images in temples to this day. 

VERSE 3 

Inc, both ~V 10.137.3 and P 5.18.4 read: visvtibhe~ajo, which may have 
been the original and which has been read in this verse. Cf. also TB 2.4.1.7 
and TA 4.42.1, which also have visvdbhe~ajo. Saya:r:ta to A VS explains d as 
"You move for the protection of all people; or else, you, being like ames-
senger, i.e. being in the proximity of the sense faculties, move for their 
nourishment, i.e. you, having permeated the entire body, proceed" (. . . 
sarvajagadrak~arJaya . . . sal!lcarasi. . . . yadva devanam indriyarJal!l diita~ 
diitavad asannavartl san tatpo~arJaya lyase. kr:tsnal!l sarlrartZ vyapya vartasa 
ity artha~). 

VERSE 4 

In a, ~V 10.13 7.5 has ihti in place of imtirtZ; and in b: garJti~. In b, K 5.18 .5 
reads: garJai~; and in d: agado 'sati, "[so that he] may be devoid of toxin." 
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This verse is wanting in 0. It is interesting that the redactor of the K has 
understood agado in place of arap3. agada, from gada, may as Emmerick 
suggests, have the sense of 'seizure' ("Indo-Iranian concepts of disease and 
cure," 14; cf. also ~V 10.16.6; 97.2; AVS 5.4.6-9; 6.95.2 and 18.3.55). In 
later Indian medicine, however, it refers most often to 'poison.' Sayal).a to 
A VS explains devas, in a, as "Indra, etc.; or else (based on AA 2.4.2) gods, 
beginning with Agni, divinities presiding over the sense faculties" and for 
the piida renders: "Let them protect this man by the gift of clear perception 
in this or that sense faculty" (. . . indriidaya~. . . . yadvii . . . agnyiidyii 
indriyiidhi~thiitrdevatii deviil]. te tattadindriyapiitavapradiinena imart~ rak~antu 
ity artha~). In b, he understands the troop of Maruts to be "those who are 
numbered seven among those numbered forty-nine (based on TS 1.8.13.2)-
may they protect this (man); or else of those winds, pratJa, apiina, vyiina 
etc., which are established in the body" (ekonapaiiciisatsart~khyiikiiniim. . . . 
saptasart~khyiikiiiJ santi te pi imart~ . . . sart~rak~antu. yadvii marutiim priit]ii-
piinavyiiniidfniirt~ dehe avasthitiiniirt~ ... ). This second interpretation is 
merely in keeping with his attempt to make the charm medically relevant. 
Aufrecht assumes that the wind is speaking (204). Geldner, however, is 
perhaps more correct in suggesting that it is the healer addressing the 
patient (370). 

VERSE 5 

Inc, ~V 10.137.4 and P(K) 5.18.2 read: te bhadrtim Qbhiir~art~ (0: bhiir~art~; 
Bar.: iibhar~art~). In d, P(K) has parii suviimy anayart~ te, "I dispel your ad-
versity"; 0 has: parii suviimy iimayat, "I dispel what aches," which is the 
probable reading. For the difficult word stirt~tiitibhir, Sayal).a to A VS glosses: 
'mantras which cause pleasure [and] which are beneficial' (sart~karai~ suk-
hakarai~ mantrai~); and for ari~tatiitibhi~: 'actions which lead to salvation 
i.e. causing non-injury' (ari~tam ahirt~sii tatkarai~ sreyohetubhi~ karmabhi~); 
but to ~V: 'protectings causing non-injury' (ahirt~siikarais ca rak~atJai~). Al-
though the exact meanings for these words are difficult to ascertain, it 
seems probable that they refer to propitious means brought by the healer; 
in which case, stirt~tiitibhir may be understood as beneficial means and 
ari~ttitiitibhir, from ari~ta, 'unharmed,' as the means to free the patient from 
his (specific) injury, healthy means, i.e. not merely those which are non-
dama_wng, but also, which are restorative. Inc, as Whitney..-Lanman point 
out, iibhiiri~art~ is a false reading. The more correct one is iibhiir~art~. In cd, 
as in 2cd, that is an opposition between (dak~art~) and a disease-entity (ytik~
mart~) (cf. Miiller, "Medizin im ~g-Veda," 354, 356 n). 

VERSE 6 

This verse is found unaltered at ~V 10.60.12 and P 5.18.7 (=0 verse 5). 
It appears that the healer is referring to two individual hands: the left, 
propitious hand, which holds the medicines (cf. ~V 10.97.11 and Vendfdiid 
3.1, etc., where the priest holds the sacred baresma [barsom] in his hand, 
while reciting prayers) and the right, more propitious hand which contains 
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the power to heal by touching and stroking. SayaQ.a to A VS, however, 
considers there to be only one hand which, because of its possessing all of 
these qualities, becomes connected with a pleasure-causing touch (yasmiid 
eva1!LgU7Javisi$tO madfyo hasta~ tasmiid . .. sukhakarasparsanayukto bhavatu). 
This explanation, however, does not fit well with the following verse which 
distinctly mentions two hands. In place of this verse, ~V 10.137.6 reads 
one which occurs at AVS 3.7.5 and 6.91.3 and which tends to be formulaic, 
hinting at the use of water in the healing rite: apa id va u bhe$ajlr apo 
am!vacataniiJ, apa~ stirvasya bhe$ajts tas te krrJ.vantu bhe$ajtim, "The waters 
[are] indeed medicinal; the waters [are] timlvii-dispellers; the waters [are] 
medicines for every [disease]. [Therefore,] let them make (be) medicine 
for you." 

VERSE 7 

In cd, ~V 10.137.7 reads: aniimayitnubhyiil!l tvii tQbhyiil!l; while, P 5.18.8 
(=0 verse 6) replaces htistiibhyiil!l with sal!lbhubhyiil!l, 'beneficent.' In c, 
aniimayitnubhyiil!l has the literal meaning 'non-pain-causing' (see J. Narten, 
St. II, 5 j6; 158), which in this context implies 'curative.' In d, ~V has tv6pa 
sprsiimasi. Although this verse seems corrupt, there could be a logical con-
nection between b and the rest of the verse. This may occur through an 
implied simile involving anatomical parts: just as the tongue precedes or 
is the leader of healing words, so also the fingers of the hand precede the 
healing touch or stroke. Further, the tongue guides the words to the ap-
propriate place in the same way that the fingers conduct the healing powers 
to the afflicted spot. Aufrecht (204), and Lanman after him (391), consider 
that the verse refers to the notion of a spell preceding the act of the laying 
on of the hands. This interpretation, although possible, does not aim at 
finding a connection between two seemingly disjointed thoughts. The no-
tion of branch (stlkhii) for finger suggests the herbal medicines which, in 
verse 6, were said to be held in the hand (cf. also Renou, 171). See Lanman 
on other accounts of the use of hands for healing in the New Testament, 
ancient Greece, ancient Rome and medieval England (391). P(K) 5.18 has 
included another verse (6) which seems to indicate that a part of the healing 
rite involved the use of ghee and the sprinkling of water: ghrtena dyiivii-
prthiv! ghrteniipas samuk$atiil}, ghrtena muiicas vainaso yad ii tvii krtam ahrthiiiJ 
(K manuscript: iihrta~). This verse is wanting in 0, suggesting that it may 
have been a later addition. 

Notes to 6.91 

Most translators consider AVS 6.91, like 4.13, to be a generally remedial 
charm.43 SayaQ.a prescribes its use, along with that of numerous other 

43 Grill includes the charm under his section: "Krankheit," Hundert Lieder des Atharoa-Veda, 
14, 68; Griffith: "A charm against disease," Hymns of the Atharoaveda, 1: 295; Bloomfield: 
"Barley and water as universal remedies," Hymns, 40, 507, and Whitney-Lanman: "For remedy 
from disease," Atharoa-veda-sa'!lhitii, Pt. 1, 348. 
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charms, in a rite 'for the purpose of healing all diseases'44 at KausS 28.17-
20. It is also counted among the takmaniisanaga~Ja at AthParis 32.7.45 

VERSE 1 

For cd, P 19.18.7 reads: sa ghii te tanvo rapa~ pratfcfnam apa (Bar.: upa) 
hvayatiim (cf. hvayamiisi at AVS 6.90.2), "Indeed, let that [barley] exorcise 
your bodily rapas." In a, Sayal).a understands ytivam, 'barley,' as 'a grain 
with long awns (or a species of grain plant) suitable for medicine' ( ... 
bhai~ajyiiya prayujyamiinaJ!l ... dfrghasUkaJ!l dhiinyam ... ). Concerning 
ytiva, Bloomfield makes an interesting observation: "The supposed etym-
ology of ytiva, 'barley', from the root yu, 'ward off,' is a fruitful source for 
the application of barley in charms to cure diseases and ward off demons" 
(507). It is possible that an amulet of barley was used in the rite as implied 
at KausS 28.20 (see Caland, AZ, 91). Cf. also AVS 2.8.2, where barley as 
well as cultivated sesame seem to have been fashioned into an amulet and 
used against the internal disease-demon k~etriyti. Grill, following Zimmer 
(Leben, 237), renders: four and three yokes of oxen, "wegen des Widerstands 
des Bodens" (168). The significance of the number of oxen is a mystery. 
The connection with the ground or cultivated soil, however, is obvious. If 
the reading is correct, the use of three and four teams of oxen suggests a 
rather large plough, perhaps with many shares; or, it may be an allusion 
to many ploughs cultivating the soil at one time [see W. Rau, Staat und 
Gesellschaft in alten Indien: nach den Briihma~Ja-Texten dargestellt (Wiesbaden: 
Otto Harrassowitz, 1957), 25]. In either case, it points to a rather high 
degree of sophistication in agriculture. Since vyaye, in d, has the sense of 
'to wrap' and with tipa, 'unwrap,' we are tempted to understand a type of 
poultice, composed of barley and wrapped in cloth, which, when un-
wrapped from the affected area, draws the demonic rtipas out of the body. 
The P reading (apa hvayatiim) implies that the rtipas was thought to be 
magically removed by means of an amulet of barley. The later ritual tradition 
supports this view. 

VERSE 2 

This verse is found at ~v 10.60.11, which reads in a: vat6 'va viiti. It 
also occurs at P 19.18.8, which reads as Sau, and at P 1.111.1, which has 
vi~am in place of rtipa~, suggesting that vi~ti, poison, and rtipas are synonyms 
(cf. ~V 7.50.3 below). The notion of it being equated with gada, 'poison,' 
also supports this (see 4.13, verse 4, 127 above). These readings point to 
the fact that the verse is formulaic. The insertion of the correlative: "[As] 
. . . [just so]," is supported by Sayal).a (yathii . .. evaJ!l). Since the preceding 
part of the verse indicates a movement downward, bhavantu, in d, also 
implies motion, i.e. 'go' (cf. Grill" ... abwarts entweich," 14; Bloomfield: 
"downward . . . shall pass," 41, and Geldner: ". . . soll . . . fahren," Der 

" saroarogabhai~jyiirtham; cf. Ke5ava: atha saroavyiidhibhai~jyiiny ucyante. 
45 Cf. Bloomfield, Hymns, 507, and Whitney-Lanman, Pt. 1, 348. 
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Rigveda, 3: 225). The downward movement of rtipas brings to mind the 
ground, implied in verse 1. 

VERSE 3 

This verse is found at ~V 10.137.6, with the reading, in c: v{svasya. It 
also occurs at AVS 3.7.5; at P 3.2.7, which has in d: tva muflcantu k~etriyat, 
"Let [them] release you from k~etriya"; at P 5.18.9 (=0 verse 7), which 
reads, in d: te (or, tva) krovantu bhe~ajam, "Let [them] make medicine for 
you"; and at P 19.18.9, which has, in cd: apas samudrarthayatiiJ paravahantu 
te rapa~, "Let the waters, going, tending to the sea, carry away [with them-
selves] your rapas." With such a large number of occurrences of this verse, 
it is likely that it is formulaic, pointing to the consecration of the water to 
be used in the healing rite (cf. AVS 3.2.7 and notes). P 19.18.9 suggests 
that the patient may have been ritually placed in a river or swiftly moving 
water in order to wash away the malady and purify the body. Griffith has 
referred to an interesting instance of water as a universal healer in Germany: 
"So Pastor Kneipp, the famous Bavarian water-doctor, maintains that what 
cannot be cured by water is altogether incurable. Water is the panacea. 
Hydropathy is the one saving principle which can be applied in every case" 
(295 n). 

Notes to ~V 7.50 

Most translators consider ~V 7.50 to be a charm against poison.46 Sayat).a, 
following BD 6.147 and the Sarvanukrama7Ji; describes the charm as a praise 
of various divinities: the first stanza is to Mitra and Varul).a; the second to 
Agni; the third to the Visvedevas; and the fourth to the river divinities 
beginning with Ganga. The meter of the first three stanzas is jagati; the 
fourth is atijagat! or sakvan-:48 Sayal).a goes on to say that from its character, 
the hymn is used for the destruction of poison, etc.49 The charm does not 
seem to be mentioned in the J!.gvidhana. 50 

VERSE 1 

Sayal).a understands the expression "which nests and forms a swelling" 
(kulaytiyad visvtiyan) to refer to poison which makes a nest, i.e. abode, and 

' 6 Griffith follows the traditional explanation of Saya~a, Hymns of the ~eda, 2: 51; Bolling: 
"A charm against poison-chiefly that of snakes," ERE, 4: 769; Geldner: "Ein atharvaartiger 
Zauber gegen Leibsschaden durch Gift u.a. (An Atharvan-type charm against bodily damage 
by poison, etc.)," Der Rigveda, 2: 227; and Renou: "A divers dieux ... : type entierement 
atharva~que," EVP, 16: 111 (notes only). 

' 7 ii miimiti tu siiktena pratyrcaTrJ devatii stutii1}, mitriivarutJiiV agnis ca devii nadyas ta-
thaiva ca. 

' 8 Anu: ii miiTrJ maitriivarutJyiigneyf vaisvadevf nadf stutir jiigatamantyiitijagatf sakvarf vii; 
Saya~a: prathamii maitriivarutJf dvitfyiigneyf trtfyii vai§vadevf caturthf garigiidinadii:levatiikii. 

' 9 asya siiktasya pratyrcaTrJ vi~iidiharatJe viniyogo lirigiid avagantavya~. 
5° Cf. 2.26.2-3 and Gonda, The ~gvidhiina, 57, and notes. 
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which increases greatly (kuliiyatt~ sthiinam. tatkurvat . . visef?elJa vardha-
miinatt~ vif?att~ ... ). visvtiyan has the implication of 'swelling' or 'protu-
berance' (see Grassmann, Wb, col. 1410). Renou has suggested that there 
are two separate activities implied in the half-verse: that "qui forme un 
creux" in opposition to that "qui forme un protuberance" (EVP, 16: 111). 
The phrase seems rather to refer to one creature which lives, forming a 
nest (kuliiytiyad), under the skin, and produces a cutaneous swelling (visvti-
yan). In c, ajakiivti is difficult. Geldner, following Sayal).a, suggests that it 
may refer to a poisonous insect or to a type of disease (227). The word 
tstiruiJ (creeper) in the last piida, however, seems to indicate that ajakiivti is 
the agent of the infirmity. The meaning would then be: Do not let the evil-
looking ajakiivti-creature, who creeps along (like a snake, Sayal).a), cause 
injury. Sayal).a glosses the verb dadhe as an imperative (dhattiim, i.e. nasyatu), 
which is easier. Cf. also Filliozat, La doctrine, 45. 

VERSE 2 

On vijaman, see AVS 6.83, verse 4, note, 226 below, and 7.76(80), verse 
2, note, 227 below. For the obscure vtindanaft1, in a, Sayal).a states that it 
is the name of a poison( ... etatsatt~jflakatt~ ... vif?aftl). At ~V 7.21.5, it 
occurs in the plural and appears to indicate a class of demons; while at 
AVS 7.113(118).1 and 115(120).2, it designates a type of coarse vine-plant, 
commonly parasitic (see Mayrhofer, Wb, 3: 142-43). Geldner, following 
Roth, suggests that it refers to the eruptions on the skin produced by coming 
in contact with the poisonous plant (227). Because it is described in b as 
covering (pari dehat, literally 'may smear around') the two joints of the 
knee and ankle, the idea of eruption, similar to that caused by the plant 
of the same name, seems plausible. Cf. also Renou, 111. 

VERSE 3 

In this verse, the emphasis shifts from an affliction of the leg to poisons 
and their three sources, two of which are plants, and one is the water of 
a river. The same refrain that is found in the previous two verses also 
occurs here, suggesting that the healer is still concerned with a foot problem. 
Perhaps the healer is mentioning the habitats where such poisonous, 
crawling creatures were known to reside. We can understand how it may 
have been considered that the poison originated from those three sources: 
after walking through damp forests, where the salmali-tree grows, wading 
through streams and ponds and brushing against numerous herbs, the 
symptoms would appear. 

VERSE 4 

Sayal).a explains that the obscure asipada means 'not being made of si-
pada, i.e. the name of a kind of disease' and that the equally difficult 
asimida indicates 'causing no injury; [since] simi is one whose action was 
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to kill (i.e. a professional killer)' (. . . sipada'!l nama rogavise~a~. tadakur-
vatya~ satya~ . ... simir vadhakarmtf. ahi'!lsapradtfiJ ... ). At AVS 4.25.4 
and SB 7.4.1.27, we find that the feminine s{mida occurs as the name of a 
female demon (cf. Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 2: 380, and Geldner, 228). 
Bolling has suggested that the two words signify 'not causing the disease 
sipa and simi' (769). Franz Specht understands the two words to be con-
nected etymologically because of the common association with evil spirits, 
stating: "Da diese aber nach altern idg. Volksglauben durch bose Geister 
hervorgerufen werden, so konnten asi-m-ada und asi-p-ada etymologisch 
wieder zusammengehoren" (KZ, 69: 134). It is impossible to know from 
these references the exact meaning of these two words. We do, however, 
have a clue that they may be designations of something evil or demonic. 
Since the feminine s{mida is attested elsewhere, we are inclined to consider 
that the adjectival form asimida is also feminine; in which case, we could 
have the male demon and his female counterpart, both of which were 
thought to pollute the various water sources and help bring about the foot-
infirmity. 

Notes to 1.22 

Most translators consider AVS 1.22 to be a charm against yellowness or 
jaundice.51 Sayal).a prescribes it "for the appeasement of the diseases be-
ginning with hrdroga (chest-pain, angina pectoris?) and kamala (jaundice),"52 

at KausS 26.14-21. A. Kuhn has pointed to similar healing rites which 
utilized symbolic color association and birds in ancient Greek, Swedish, 
Low German, Danish and Dutch legends; 53 and Caland has drawn our 
attention to those sympathetic rituals practiced among the ancient Romans 
and the Cherokee Indians of North America.54 

VERSE 1 

In b, P 1.28.1 has hrddyoto (K manuscript: hrdyoto); in cd, it reads: yo 
rohitasya gor vanJas tena tva pari dadhmasi, "We surround you with that 
which is the color of the red bull" (cf. Renou, JA, 252: 430). Sayal).a explains 
that the difficult hrddyot6, being from the causative of the root dyut, 'to 
cause to bum,' 'to inflame,' could mean 'heart-affliction' (hrdroga); or it 
could be 'the pain born from heart-affliction' (hrdaya'!l dyotayati dfpayati 

51 Weber: "Gegen Gelbsucht (Against Jaundice)," IS, 4: 415; A. Kuhn, "Gegen Gelbsucht," 
"lndische und gennanische Segensspriiche," KZ, 13 (1864): 113; Bergaigne-Henry: "Conjur-
ation contre Ia jaunisse," Manuel, 134; Griffith: "The hymn is a chann against Jaundice," 
Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 1: 26; Bloomfield: "Chann against jaundice and related diseases," 
Hymns, 7, 263; and Whitney-Lanman: "Against yellowness (jaundice)," Atharva-veda-sarphitlf, 
Pt. 1, 22. 

52 hrdrogakiimaliidirogopasiintaye; cf. Ke5ava: atha hrdroge kiimale cetyiidi bhai~jyiiny ucyante 
and to siitra 21: ... apasmiira (epilepsy) vismayahrdrogakiimalakarohir.rakiini bhai~ajyiini, cf. 
Bloomfield, Hymns, 264. 

53 KZ, 13: 113-18. 
54 AZ, 75-76 n. 
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sarrztiipayatili hrddyota~ hrdroga~. dyuta dlptau. 0 0 0 yadvii hrdrogajanita~ 
sarrztiipo hrddyota~. dyuter bhiive ghafi). Filliozat also understands it as "eclat 
qui est dans le coeur" and discounts the notion that dyota is from the root 
dyut, 'to break' (La doctrine, 89 and note. Cf. also Bergaigne-Henry, Manuel, 
134 n). At ~V 1.50.11 (cf. also TB 3.7.6.22 and ApSS 4.15.1), there is a 
variant of this verse which tends to support the notion that hrddyotti refers 
to a symptom characterized by an affliction of the heart or of the inside of 
the body: "Rising today, 0 you who have the majesty of Mitra [and] as-
cending to the highest heaven, destroy my chest-pain, 0 Surya, and [my] 
yellowness" (udytinn adyti mitramaha iir6hann uttariirrz d(vam, hrdrogtim mama 
siirya harimarJarrz ca niisaya; cf. Renou, EVP, 15: 4 and Muller, "Medizin 
im ~g-Veda," 359-60). Meaning an affliction in the region of the heart, it 
refers to a chest-pain, perhaps angina pectoris. For harima, Sayal).a under-
stands: 'bodily yellowish color born from the disease of jaundice, etc.' (kii-
maliidirogajanita~ siirlro haridvarrJa~). It is quite likely that, in fact, harimtin 
described the bodily condition or disease-symptom which we know as 
jaundice (see Filliozat, La doctrine, 89-90); cf. also Muller, "Medizin im ~g
Veda," 359-60, and "Die Gelbsucht der Alt-Inder," Janus, 34 (1930): 188-
89). Note the sympathetic association between the chest-pain, the yellow-
ness, and the sun, and between the desired, normal and healthy color and 
the red bull. 

VERSE 2 

In cd, P 1.28.2 reads more effectively: yathii tvam arapii aso atho (Raghu 
Vira omits atho) aharito bhava, "In order that you be without rtipas, therefore, 
be yellowless." The reading implies that when one is without jaundice, he 
is cured of rtipas. Sayal).a understands arapa, according to Nirukta 4.21, to 
mean 'devoid of evil' (na vidyate rapa~ piiparrz yasyiisau arapiiiJ). Again the 
sympathetic color-association is mentioned. 

VERSE 3 

In a, Roth-Whitney read: ya rohirJidevaty3, 'who have the red one for 
divinity.' P 1.28.3 reads: yii rohirJidevatyii (Bh. rohirJir devapatyii; Renou, 
however, casts doubt on it, JA, 252: 430) giivo yii rohirJir uta, riiparrzriiparrz 
vayovayas (K: riiparrz riiperJa yo vayas) tena tva pari dadhmasi. This reading 
supports the emendation proposed by Roth-Whitney and is followed by 
us. Bergaigne-Henry also suggest this emendation with the addition of rcas 
(135) which, according to Bloomfield, is not necessary (AJPh, 12: 437-38 
and Hymns, 265). Sayal).a, however, reading as r6hirJir devaty3, understands 
it to be the divinely connected red colors which are of types of cows, i.e. 
those divine ones beginning with kiimadhenu ('cow of plenty'), etc., and 
the earthly ones connected with man( ... devatiisu bhaviiiJ .. .. devasarrz-
bandhinyo . . . rohirJya~ lohitavarrJiiiJ. . . . uktavarrJii yiiiJ kiimadhenviidayo 
giiva~ santi. . . . api ca yiiiJ manu~yasarrzbandhinyo . . . rohirJya~ lohitavarrJii 
giiva~ santi). Bloomfield follows this interpretation (AJPh, 12: 438; Hymns, 
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7, 265). To whom or to what r6hi1J~ in a, refers is debatable. Bloomfield 
conjectures that it is "a personification of the red, ascending (ruh), ruling 
sun" (ibid., 265); while Whitney-Lanman suggest that she may be a "red 
star or lunar asterism" (23; cf. also Renou, JA, 252: 430). In c, the exact 
meaning of riipartzriipartz vayovayas is vague. Saya~a suggests that the former 
refers to the full red-brown color in every individual cow, and that the 
latter is the full youth of every individual( ... sarvagovyaktigatarr krtsnam 
aru~Jariipartz tathii . .. sarvavyaktigatartz krtsnartz yauvanam). This interpre-
tation is also implied in Bloomfield's translation (Hymns, 7). vayas, however, 
has the sense of 'food' or 'energy' (see Mayrhofer, Wb, 3: 147) and, there-
fore, may refer to all the nourishing foodstuffs derived from the cow. In 
this case, both riiptirtzriipartz and vayovayas could refer to the cows, i.e. in 
their every shape and in their every nourishment. This receives support 
from KausS 26.16-17 where the patient is given cow's milk, in which a 
piece of bull' s skin has been steeped, to drink. 

VERSE 4 

In a and c, ~V 1.50.12 reads me in place of ke; and inc, it has hiiridrave~u 
(cf. also TB. 3.7.6.22 and ApSS. 4.15.1). P 1.28.4 reads as Sau, except Bh. 
has prapa!Jiikiisu (?)in b. ropa!Jifkii is glossed by Saya~a here as a kii~thasuka, 
perhaps a 'timber-parrot,' i.e. a type of woodpecker (cf. kii~thakutta) or 
parakeet, and at ~V 1.50.12 as a thrush (siirikii). haridrava is glossed by 
Saya~a here as a yellow-wagtail (gopltanaka), at ~V 8.35.7 as a bird (pak~in), 
but at ~V 1.50.12 as a type of tree (haritiiladruma), presumably where the 
birds reside. Both are most probably birds which are yellow in color. (Cf., 
in particular, Bloomfield, Hymns, 266; Geldner, Der Rigveda, 1: 61, and 
Muller, "Medizin im ~g-Veda," 359-60.) 

Notes to 6.14 

Most translators agree that A VS 6.14 is a charm against balasa. 55 Saya~a 
prescribes its use "in a rite for the healing of phlegmatic (diseases]"56 at 
KausS 29.30. 

VERSE 1 

In a, Roth-Whitney read paru~srartzsam, so alsoP 19.13.7. Inc, P 19.13.7 
has ni~krdhy, 'eradicate (cure),' for niisaya, 'destroy.' Saya~a understands 
the afflictions mentioned in ab to be related to balasartz, in c, which he 
explains as 'a phlegmatic disease characterized by cough and hard breath-

55 Grohmann renders vs. 1 in his discussion of balasa in relation to takmtin, IS, 9: 397; 
Florenz: "Gegen Balasa (Against baliisa)," "Das sechtse Buch der Atharva-saJ1lhita," BB, 12: 
265; Bl~mfield: "Charm against the disease baliisa," Hymns, 8, 463; Whitney-Lanman: "Against 
the baliisa," Atharva-veda-sa111hitti; Pt. 1, 290. Griffith, following Weber, understands it to be 
"a charm against consumption," Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 1: 252. 

56 s1e~mabhai~ajyakarmatJi; cf. also Ke5ava: s?es111abhai~ajyam ucyate. 
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ing' ( ... kiisasviisiitmakas1e~maroga~ . .. ). Likewise, most translators have 
considered that the first line refers to balasa7!1, but have rendered a along 
with b: 'The internal heart-disease which loosens the bones and joints' (see 
Grohmann, 397; Florenz, 265; Griffith, 252; Bloomfield, 8, and Whitney-
Lanman, 290). Both lines, 1 and 2, seem rather to be describing various 
residences and afflictions of the internal disease-entity balasa. Although 
the subject of the verb is unexpressed, Griffith speculates that it may be a 
medicinal herb (252 n). On the form of the obscure arige~tha(~), see Mac-
donell, A Vedic Grammar for Students, #97.2. 

VERSE 2 

a is found repeated at P 1.90.3a in relation to ytik~ma and dis repeated 
at P 19 .2.3d. P 19 .13.8ab reads: nir baliisal!l baliisina~ krJomi (manuscript 
'P': k~iiJomi) pu~karal!l yathii, "I eradicate the baliisa of the baliisa-victim, as 
[I eradicate] a lotus [from the pond]"; and in d, it has urviirvo yathii. Sayal,la 
also reads pu~kartil!l for mu~kartil!l and explains the simile as follows: "As 
a fully grown lotus in a pool is cut out with its roots, so also do I uproot 
from the diseased body that disease with its roots" (mahiihrade prariiqhal!l 
pu~karal!l yathii samiilam ucchidyate tathii vyiidhitasan-riit tal!l rogal!l samiilam 
unmiilayiimi ... ). Bloomfield, understanding mu~kartil!l to be "an animal 
with testicles," offers an interpretative translation of the phrase: "as one 
gelds a lusty animal" (8, 463-64; cf. also Florenz, who reads n{r ak~1J6mi 
and renders: "den baliisa des baliisakranken verschneide, wie [ich] Hoden 
tragenden [entmanne]," 266). Cf. Mayrhofer, Wb, 2: 657-58. Since cd refers 
to a plant, however, pu~kartil!l may after all be the correct reading. Sayal,la 
equates urviiru with karkati; a type of gourd. The suggestion here is that 
the balasa is some type of external disease which has its origin deep below 
the surface of the skin. 

VERSE 3 

P 19.13. 9 reads: nir baliiseta~ prapata supaYIJO vasater iva, adha (manuscript 
'P': atho?) [ita] iva hiiyano 'pa driihy avlrahan, "0 baliisa, fly forth out of 
here as an eagle from its nest and moreover, 0 non-destroyer of men, pass 
away like an annual grass." In b, Sayal,la reads susukti~ and understands 
iisul!lgti~ to mean 'quick moving,' glossing the piida: "in the same way that 
a quick moving deer runs a long way" ( ... yena prakiire7Ja ... iisugiiml 
susuka~ etatsal!ljiio mrgo diiral!l dhiivati . . .). Most translators, basing 
themselves on Florenz (266), consider iisu7!1gti to be a foal which runs after 
the mare (see Griffith, 252, and Bloomfield, 8). T. Chowdhury has suggested 
that tii 'surigti~ may be a corruption for -ta asrrigti~, referring to a "hornless, 
very young calf (sisuk6)" (JBORS, 17: 46-47). iisul!lgti, meaning perhaps 
'one who moves quickly,' could also refer to a bird (MWSED, 157, col. 3). 
This seems to be supported by P. We notice also that ytik~ma is requested 
to "fly forth" with various birds [~V 10.97.13; see also AVS 5.30.9 where 
it is said to have flown forth like a hawk (ytik~ma~ syenti iva prapaptad 
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. . .)]. Likewise, cf. A VS 6.83.1, where the apadts are requested to fly forth 
like an eagle from its nest (i.e., perhaps from the bodily hairs). These par-
allels suggest, therefore, that asu'!lgti refers to a bird. In c, Saya:t:ta reads 
ita, 'past' (root i) for ita and renders the last line: "and also the past year 
does not return, thus you, being the non-injurer of our heroes, departing, 
go the despised path" (. . . api ca . . . gatal} sa'!lvatsaro yatha na punara-
vartate tatha. . . asmadfyana'!l vfra7Jam ahanta san . . . apakramya kutsita'!l 
gati'!l gaccha). 

Notes to 6.127 

Most translators consider AVS 6.127 to be a charm against a variety of 
diseases. 57 Saya:t:ta prescribes its use in a rite "for the healing of all diseases 
beginning with dropsy and erysipelas" 55 at KausS 26.34, 39. It is also men-
tioned, along with other hymns, at KausS 26.33, and is counted among 
the takmanasanaga7Ja at AthPariS 34.7 and among the ga7Jakarmaga7Ja at 
AthParis 34.24. 

VERSE 1 

For ab, P 1.90.1 reads: asitasya vidradhasya lohitasya vanaspate, "0 tree 
.. of the black [and] red vidradha (abscess) ... "; and inc, it has visal-

pakasyau~adhe (K: vikalpakasyo~adhe, Bar.: -au~adhe, cf. Renou, JA, 253: 30). 
Saya:t:ta explains the four obscure words ina-cas follows: vidradhti is 'a 
type of ulcer which usually bursts open' (vidara7Jasllasya vra7Javise~asya); 
balasa is 'that beginning with cough and shortness of breath' (kasasvasadil}); 
l6hita: 'the red-colored one; i.e. it is the name of a type of erysipelas, or 
else of a disease characterized by blood-flow' (. . . lohitavar7Jasya. etad 
visarpakavise~asya nama. yadva lohita'!l rudhiram. rudhirasravatmakasya ro-
gasyety arthal}), and vistilpaka, being derived from the root sry plus vi, 'to 
creep variously,' is 'the disease erysipelas (visarpaka) [which] permeates 
the inside of the body through the mouth(s) of the tubes' ( ... vividha'!l 
sarpati naqfmukhena san-rasya antarvyapnotili visarpakal}). It is likely that 
vidradhti is related to vidradhi; 'abscess,' which is defined in detail at 
CaSU.Sth. 17.95-100 and SuNiSth. 9.1-38 (cf. AVS 9.8.20; see also Filliozat, 
La doctrine, 90 n, 92 nand Mayrhofer, Wb., 3: 210, 794).l6hita, as Sayat:ta 
suggests, may be a disease characterized by flow of blood; or, it may be a 
color-designation referring perhaps to the balasa (see Bloomfield, 531, and 
Whitney-Lanman, 376). We noticed in P that vidradhti (abscess) is described 
as red and black (cf. the vatavidradhfat CaSU.Sth. 17.99 and SuNiSth. 9.7). 
In the same way, the Sau. reading could be pointing to the characterization 

57 Zimmer renders the charm under his discussion of balasa, Leben, 386; Griffith: "A charm 
to banish various diseases," Hymns of the Atharoaveda, 1: 315; Bloomfield: "The cipudru-tree 
as a panacea," Hymns, 40, 530; and Whitney-Lanman: "Against various diseases: with a 
wooden amulet," Atharoa-veda-samhittl, Pt. 1, 376. 

58 jalodaravisarpiidisaroarogabhai~jyiirthaPrJ. Cf. KeSa.va to KauSS 26.39: jalodare bhai~ajyam 
ucyate. 
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of the balasa as red in color like the (red and black) vidradhti. (Cf. also 
Karambelkar, The Atharva-Veda and the Ayur-Veda, 221-23.) The exact 
meaning of vistilpaka is uncertain. Filliozat suggests that it could be erysi-
pelas (Sayar:ta's visarpaka) or a disease "with buds" (visala or bisala, plus 
ya) (La doctrine, 90-91; d. also Bloomfield, "neuralgia," 40 and Mayrhofer, 
Wb, 3: 233). pisitdf!l, meaning perhaps 'flesh,' has been rendered with 
Bloomfield: "small bit" (531; see also Whitney-Lanman, 376). The verse 
appears to be referring to types or stages of cutaneous swellings which the 
herb cfpudru (verse 2) is able to remove. 

VERSE 2 

P 1.90.2 reads: yat te (K: ut te) baliisa ti~fhata~ kak~e mu~kiiv aptikrtam (K: 
aptikrtau), vedahaf!l tasya (K: tasmin) bhe~ajaf!l cfpadriim (K: cfpudriiv) abhi-
cak~a1Jam, "Since your two testicles, 0 baliisa, stand in the armpit because 
of a defect (or, following K: "Your two defective testicles, 0 baliisa, arise 
in the armpit"), [therefore,] I know his splendid medicine, cfpadrii (or, K: 
"I know the splendid medicine [is] in this cfpudri-herb")" (d. Renou, JA, 
253: 30). Sayal).a understands ab to refer to two diseases in the form of 
erysipelas, etc., situated at the base of the arm, and two testicles (or eggs) 
adjoining the penis (?). (. . . vikiirau visarpakiidirupau ... bahumule ti~
fhata~ . ... a1J4au ca . .. apakr~tamiisritau . . .); and for cfpudrur, he reads 
cfpadru~ (d. P) and explains it as 'a species of wood having that name' 
(cfpadru~ etatsaf!ljfio drumavise~a~). mu~kav, 'two testicles,' seems to be a 
description of two sack-like swellings or boils located under the arms (see 
Grohmann, IS, 9: 399; Bloomfield, 531; Filliozat, La doctrine, 90 n; and 
Hoffmann, Aufsiitze, 1: 93 and note). On the obscure word cfpudru, which 
is found only here, see Mayrhofer Wb, 1: 392, and F. B. J. Kuiper who, 
because of the dru-ending, suggests that it may be a Proto-Munda loanword 
["Two Rigvedic loanwords "in Sprachgeschichte und Wortbedeutung: 
Festschrift Albert Debrunner, ed. G. Redard, (Bern: A. Francke, 1954), 248 
n]. abhictik~a1Jam has been rendered adjectivally (d. vicak~a1Jd) to bhe~ajdf!l 
(medicine). P 1.90 adds a verse (3) which reads: nirbaliisaf!l baliisino visalpam 
(K: vimalam) uta vidradham, paropahatyiif!l te vaya'!l parii yak~maf!l suviimasi, 
"We dispel your yak~ma, the baliisa of the baliisa-victim, the visalpa (swelling) 
(or dirt?}, the vidradha (abscess) [and] the pounding (in the eyes)" (d. AVS 
4.13.5; 5.4.10; 6.14.2; 7.5.3,6 and I_{V 10.137.4). 

VERSE 3 

P 1.90.4 has: sfr~arogam arigaroga'!l suktivalga'!l (K: sraktivalga'!l ?) vilohi-
tam, parii te ajfiiita'!l (K manuscript: jfiiitaf!l!) yak~mam adhariificaf!l suviimasi, 
"We dispel downwards your unknown yak~ma, head-disease, limb-disease, 
eye-disease [?, Renou: "vertige (localise) a I' oreille," JA, 253: 31] and vi-
lohita" (d. AVS 9.8.1,2). For tijfiiitaf!l ytik~mam, Sayana glosses: 'a disease 
whose nature it not totally known' ( ... anirjfiiitasvarupaf!l ... rogaf!l). 
Griffith considers the last line to be a later addition (316 n). hrdayiimaytim 
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suggests 'chest-pain; cf. hrdroga at ~V 1.50.11 and hrddyota at AVS 1.22.1. 
On vidradha see in particular the description of the abscess, vidradhl, at 
CaSiiSth. 17.83,90-103 and 106. 

Notes to 1.25 

Translators and interpreters are in general agreement that A VS 1.25 is 
a charm against the demon takman which is conceived to be severe fever. 59 

Sayax:ta prescribes its use in a rite "for the quieting of the fevers beginning 
with those recurring daily, of the cold fever, of the continuous fever, and 
of the remittent fever, etc."60 at KausS 26.25. The charm is also reckoned 
as among the takmantisanaga7Ja at AthParis 34.7. 

VERSE 1 

In a, p 1.32.1 reads as Sau. In d K has the more usual form vrndhi. 
SayaJ;ta, interpreting the verse according to the ritual at KausS 26.25, ex-
plains the obscure dharmadhfto 'upholders of the law,' as those who came 
to bear, i.e. perform [the offering of] oblations and gifts, etc. (=dharma) 
(dharmasabdena atra yagadanadir ucyate. tartt dharayanti anuti~thantili dhar-
madhrta~). Weber (419), Grohmann (403) and Zimmer (Leben, 384) consider 
them to be pious men (Frommen), while Bloomfield, following Ludwig, 
conceives them to be gods (3, 271). Whitney-Lanman render: "maintainers 
of duty" (25); Henry: "les grands soutiens de l'ordre divin" (La magie, 183) 
and, similarly, Filliozat: "ceux qui se tiennent a la Norme" (La doctrine, 
96). The consensus of opinion, therefore, points to mortals who uphold 
the law. For sarttvidVtfn, 'who is all-knowing; Sayax:ta glosses: "knowing 
fully the fire as its own cause" (samyak svakara1J.am agnirtt janan). Others 
consider it to be an epithet referring to a merciful or complaisant aspect of 
takman (see, in particular, Weber, 419; Bloomfield, 3, and Whitney-Lanman, 
25). It is the only occurrence of the word and, being derived from the root 
vid, 'to know,' has the sense of 'wholly or fully learned,' i.e. 'all-knowing.' 
In this way, the poet-healer, praising the demon by giving it god-like qual-
ities, desires to win it over by appeasing it. For takman, Sayax:ta glosses: "0 
one causing a painful life" (krcchrajlvanakarin) and equates it with fever 
(jvara). As Grohmann first suggested, this verse appears to point to the 
origin and cause of takman as lightning which, in the form of fire, entered 

59 Weber: "Gegen Fieber (Against Fever)," IS, 4: 419; Grohmann also renders the charm 
in his discussion of takmtin or fever, "Medicinisches aus dem Atharva-Veda, mit besonderem 
Bezug auf den Takman," IS, 9: 384-86, 403; Ludwig: "Zauber gegen takman (Magic against 
takmtin)," Der Rigveda, 3: 511; Bergaigne-Henry: "Conjuration contre une fievre maligne," 
Manuel, 136; cf. also Henry, La magie, 182-86; Griffith: "The hymn is a charm against fever," 
Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 1: 29; Bloomfield: "Charm against takman (fever)," Hymns, 3, 270; 
Whitney-Lanman: "Against fever (takmtin)," Atharva-veda-sa711hitii, Pt. 1, 25; Muller translates 
it in his discussion of takmtin, "Der Takman des Atharvaveda," Artibus Asiae, 6 (1937): 230-
36; and Filliozat renders it under his examination of "Les fievres," La doctrine, 96-97. 

60 aikiihikadisuajvarasa711tatajvaravelajvaradisantaye; cf. Ke5ava: atha jvarabhai~ajyam ucyate, 
including, nityajvare veliijvare satatajvare ekantaritajvare caturthikajvare ca rtujvare ca. 
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the waters, i.e. the water-containing clouds, and scorched them. This also 
implies that the rainy season is the most likely time when takmtin manifested 
itself in the form of fever ( 403-404, see also Griffith, 29-30 note; Bloomfield, 
270-71; and Filliozat, who likewise understands it to be takmtin's birthplace, 
La doctrine, 96). This agrees with our present-day understanding of the 
time when the anopheles mosquito breeds most abundantly. On the reading 
of apo as accusative plural, see Whitney, Grammar, #393a and Bloomfield 
(272) (Sayar:ta also glosses as apa~). 

VERSE 2 

In ab, P 1.32.3 (K: 1.32.2) has the clearer reading . . . yadi vasi dhiima~ 
sakalye~u yadi va te janitram, ". . . ' or whether you are smoke, or whether 
your birthplace is among the wood shavings" (cf. Renou, JA, 252: 432). 
On the basis of this, one could posit that sakalye~u may be the correct 
reading for the obscure sakalye~{(pada-text: sakalya-e~{), 'desirous of wood 
chips' (on possible interpretations of this word, see Weber, 419; Bloomfield, 
272, and Whitney-Lanman, 26). Inc, P reads huqur 'ram' for the problematic 
hruqur; and in d, as verse 1 above. Sayar:ta reads ruqhur which he says is 
from the root ruh, 'to ascend,' i.e. being born of a seed and becoming 
visible; and it means ascending, i.e. productive in the human body (. . . 
riiqhu~ rohaka~ puru~asar!re utpadaka~. ruha bijajanmani pradurbhave [ca]). 
Weber renders it 'cramp' (Krampf) (419-20). Henry has tried to demonstrate 
its connection with the proto-word *harudu which is based on the Assyrian 
hurasu and the Hebrew hariiS, signifying 'gold.' On the other hand, he 
suggests that it may be a mysterious or esoteric word which was intelligible 
only to the initiated and which was the name of a supernatural being who 
" 'dore' les hommes et a qui 1' on attribue en meme temps le titre honorifique 
de 'Dieu du jaune' "(JA, 10: 514; see also La magie, 185). R. Miiller, whose 
interpretation is based on that proposed by J. Hertel, offers the translation: 
'running' (laufen) or 'flying' (fliegen), presumably from the obscure root 
hriid, 'to go' ("Der Takman des Atharvaveda," 231). For a summary of these 
and other views, see Mayrhofer, Wb, 3: 617. For want of an exact deter-
mination of the word's meaning, it remains in doubt. One may, however, 
speculate that it could be onomatopoeic. If, in the first verse, the takmtin 
was considered to be derived from the lightning, hr#ur (or perhaps better, 
Sayar:ta's reading, testified in several manuscripts, riiqhur) may faintly re-
semble the sound of the rumblings of thunder which accompanies the 
lightning. Since the word occurs only in this and the next verse, corrobo-
rative evidence is wanting. It is clear that it is a name of takmtin and that 
by knowing it and reciting it the healer intends to be able to control the 
disease. 

VERSE 3 

In a, P 1.32.2 (K: 1.32.3) has . . . yady abh!soko (K: at!soko; K manuscript: 
ad!soko; Bar. atisoko, 'bum excessively'); and in b: rudrasya prarJo yadi varurJo 
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'si, "whether you are Rudra's breath [or] the descendant of Varul).a" (cf. 
Renou, JA, 252: 431). Whitney-Lanman propose a slightly different reading: 
rudrasya prii1JO yadi vii 'rU1JO 'si, "whether, you, the golden one, are the 
breath of Rudra" (26). In light of the Sau. text, viirU1JO 'si is more correct, 
being the equivalent of vtiru1Jasyasi putrti~ (cf. Renou, JA, 252: 341-42). 
The breath of Rudra points to the strong winds associated with the thundery 
storms often connected with the rains. In d, P reads as verse 1. Sayal).a 
understands that this verse refers to the cold fever (silajvara) and its origin. 

VERSE 4 

In b, P 1.32.4 reads: namo riiriiyo kr1Jmo vaya7?1 te, "We make obeisance 
to that deliriously hot [takman]," and in cd, . .. ubhayedyus caranti [=car-
ati(?), K manuscript: cahatas, Bar. ciigatas or ciiyatas; Raghu Vira: ciigatas] 
trtfyakiiya . . . (cf. Renou, JA, 252: 432). As to the kinds of fever, Sayal).a, 
stating that the forms anyedyur and ubhayadyur are irregular, explains that 
they refer to the fever occurring daily (quotidian) and to [that] recurring 
every other day, respectively, and that tftfyakiiya, being a synecdoche for 
those appearing every fourth day, etc., signifies the fever recurring every 
third day (tertian)( ... anyedyu~ ubhayedyu~ iti sabdau nipiititau .. .. tasmai 
aiklihikiiya dvylihikiiya ca jvariiya . . . trtfyadivase iigacchate trylihikiiya jva-
riiya. ciiturthikiidfniim api upalak~a1Jam etat). Filliozat follows this interpre-
tation and presents further support for it from the classical medical texts 
(La doctrine, 97 and note; see also Magie et medecine, 101). On the rendering 
of riiraya, see Mayrhofer, Wb, 3: 71, and Bloomfield, 4. The technique of 
paying homage to the demon in order to win it over is found in this verse. 

Notes to 5.22 

Translators agree that AVS 5.22 is a charm against the disease-demon, 
takmtin, 61 which, Grohmann has suggested, has reached epidemic propor-
tions.62 The introduction prescribes its use "in a rite for the cure of fever"63 
at KausS 29.18-19. AthParis 34.7 counts it as among the list of charms 
devoted to the destruction of takmtin (takmaniisanaga1Ja). 

VERSE 1 

In a, P 13.1.1 reads as Sau; in b: maruta~ piitadak~iiiJ; inc, K: sa'!lsisiinii 
(0 as Sau); and in d: apa rak~iirisy amuyii dhamantu, "Thus let [them] blow 

61 Ludwig: "Takmanasanam," Der Rigveda, 3: 510; Grill translates it under his section: 
"Krankheit," Hundert Lieder des Atharva-Veda, 12, 154; Griffith: "The hymn is a charm against 
fever," Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 1: 224; Bloomfield: "Charm against takman (fever) and 
related diseases," Hymns, 1, 441; Weber: "Gegen des Fieber (Against the fever)," IS, 18: 252; 
Whitney-Lanman: "Against fever (takmtin)," Atharva-veda-satr~hitif, Pt. 1, 259, cf. also Henry: 
"La Fievre," La magie, 186. 

62 "Medicinisches aus den Atharva-Veda, mit besonderem Bezug auf den Takman," IS, 9: 
412-13; see also Grill, 155. 

63 jvarabhai~ajyakarma1Ji; cf. Kesava: atha jvarabhai~ajyam ucyate. 
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away the rak~as-demons." On the reading of maruta]J for varulJaiJ, cf. A VS 
1.25.3 n, where P 1.32.3 reads Rudra in place of VaruJ;la. piittidak~tfl} is 
difficult; Weber (252) and Whitney-Lanman (259) render it quite literally: 
"of pure (purified) power (dexterity)"; Henry more liberally: "dont pure 
est l'habilete liturgique" (La magie, 186). Bloomfield presents perhaps the 
clearest sense: "of tried skill" (1, and 444). Our translation is based on 
Bloomfield and P. In d, amuya is understood, with most translators, to 
imply disgust or contempt (see in particular, Grill, 155; Bloomfield, 444 
and Whitney-Lanman, 259). 

VERSE 2 

In ab, P 19.12.12 reads: jantin, 'people,' for v{stin; and krJ.oty, for krJ.O~i. 
Based on the P reading jantin, v{svtin may be understood as 'everybody.' 
krJ.oty would be preferred in a. It does not, however, fit well with the verbs 
in the second person in cd. In a, ayam yo, literally, 'he who,' has been 
rendered simply as 'who,' a relative pronoun referring to the subject, tak-
mann, in c. In b, abhidunvan, 'scorching,' has been taken to modify agn{r. 
Weber (252) and Whitney-Lanman (259), conceive it to refer to takman. 
This also is acceptable. Note the notion of yellowness associated with takman 
and that of sending the takman downward. 

VERSE 3 

In a, P(K) 13.1.4 has the clearer ptirsvaya]J, 'about the flanks'; P(O) reads 
as Sau. On the meaning of paru~a]J ptiru~eyo, see Hoffmann, Aufsiitze, 1: 
334, n. 16. In a, the implied herb may be ku~tha (see AVS 19.39.10; cf. also 
Grill, 155, and Bloomfield, 1, 445). avadhvaf!1sa is obscure. It is derived 
from the root dhvaf!1s, plus ava, 'to sprinkle,' and suggests a sprinkling of 
something. Mayrhofer has pointed to a possible, although later, meaning 
of the word, i.e. 'red sandalwood' (Wb, 1: 57). Since the first line appears 
to be describing the redness and soreness of joints which accompany a 
fever (see Muller, "Der Takman des Atharvaveda," 236-67, and cf. Groh-
mann, 394), the idea of red dust, resembling the sawdust or chips from 
red sandalwood, seems to be implied. 

VERSE 4 

P(O) 13.1.5 reads as Sau. In b, P(K) has: nama~] krtvaya and in d: gaccha. 
cd also occurs at P 5.21.8cd. In c, sakambharasya is difficult. Literally, it 
means 'of the dung-bearer' and may be the proper name of a demon who 
personifies abnormal evacuation (see, in particular, Grill, 156; Griffith, 224, 
and note, and Bloomfield, 1, 445-46). Weber suggests that it may be a 
mocking name of a people who used dung, but favors rather the notion 
that it could refer to the city later known as Sakambhan, located in Jaipur 
state (253-54; see also Law, Hist. Geog. of Ancient India, 329). Whitney-
Lanman posit that it may refer to the Mahavr~as, "a neighbouring tribe, 
looked down upon as gatherers of dung for fuel, on account of the lack of 
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wood in their territory" (259). An exact understanding of the word, there-
fore, is wanting. mahavr~an is generally considered to be the name of a 
tribe whose exact location is debated (see Bloomfield, 446, and Macdonell-
Keith, Vedic Index, 2: 142-43; cf. Filliozat, who suggests that they may 
have belonged to the lower Panjab, La doctrine, 99). 

VERSE 5 

For cd, P 13.1.7 reads: yiij [K: mahan (manuscript: maya)] jiitas takman 
tiid (K: tad) asi bahlike~u nyocara~, "From that which you are born, 0 takman, 
among the Bahlikas you must reside." The word nyocarti~ is obscure. It is 
believed to be derived from ny-ava-carti, meaning 'belonging to, fit for a 
place' (see Weber, 254, and Mayrhofer, Wb, 2: 182). With asi, it could 
mean: 'you must reside. . . .' The tribal names are as follows: mujavant, 
being derived from the name for a mountain, muiijavant, may have been 
the name of a people living in the Himalayas of northern India (see Filliozat, 
La doctrine, 99; cf. Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 2, 169-70). btilhika (or 
btihlika) is probably the name of a tribe of Bactrians (see Whitney-Lanman, 
260, and Filliozat, La doctrine, 99). 

VERSE 6 

P 13.1.8 is as Sau. For the difficult words vyaza, v( gada and vydnga, see 
Bloomfield's excellent explanation (447-48) and for vyaza, see in particular, 
Mayrhofer, Wb, 3: 270, 796. v( gada, according to the pada-text, is to be 
understood as a verb; although it could be a vocative: v(gada (see Whitney-
Lanman, 260). We have rendered it as a verb from the root gad plus vi 'to 
speak away,' in the sense of 'not to speak' or 'to keep quiet, silent,' referring 
to the plea for the demon's thundery noise to stop. vydnga may be derived 
from anga plu vi, 'limbless,' 'deformed,' or from the root aiij plus vi, 'to 
manifest.' Both meanings are rare. The meaning 'deformed' however occurs 
at AVS 7.56(58).4, a healing charm against poisonous snakes. It would be 
likely, therefore, that it could also fit here, suggesting perhaps, the distorted 
appearance of a lightning bolt. yiivaya is taken to be a causative from the 
root yu, 'to separate,' 'to keep away,' again referring to the plea for the 
demon's stormy aspects to keep away. The word ni~ttikvan-m, 'escaping,' 
appears to be a play on the word takmtin (see Whitney-Lanman, 260) and, 
therefore, may be derived from the root tak plus nis, 'to run away.' The 
verse, therefore, appears to be a reference to the lightning (cf. vtijrerJa, in 
d, and hettiyas, in verse tOe) and thunder (see next note), which are the 
obvious manifestations of the beginning of the rains and the rainy season, 
a time when takmtin is born (see Grohmann, IS, 9: 404; Bloomfield, 443; 
cf. AVS 1.25.5 n and verse 13 below). 

VERSE 7 

If we may continue this interpretation, a tentative P 13.1.9 may lend to 
its support: giri~ gaccha girija asi rautena mayu~o ( =ma- ayu~o?] (0: girau 
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te mahi~o) grhaiJ diislm anv (0 omits) iccha prapharoya'!l (0: praharoantiim) 
tiim takman viva (K: nlva) dhunuhi, "0 takman, go to the mountains, [for] 
you are born of the mountain. In the mountain is your radiant power [or, 
less likely: Do not take away life by (your) resoundings (? rautena from 
root ru, 'to roar')]. Seek out the lustful, young slave girl [and] shake her a 
bit." Here the mountains are stated as being the place where the takmtin 
is born and where he must return. Frequently, over mountains one notices 
thunderclouds forming. Likewise, there is implied an association between 
the mountain and mujavant (mufljavant), the mountain people among whom 
takmtin's home is found (see verse 5). The notion of the resoundings could 
point to the sound of thunder which would startle and frighten someone 
young and unsuspecting. On the word prapharytim, 'young-lustful,' see 
Mayrhofer, Wb, 2: 365-66; 3: 763; cf. also Weber, 255. 

VERSE 8 

In b P(O) 13.1.6 has: oka edhi (K is corrupted). cd is found unaltered at 
P 13.1.6 cd and 13 cd (0 has vratiini? in c). Most translators understand 
btindhv to mean 'kinsmen' (see in particular Grohmann, 412; Griffith, 225; 
Bloomfield, 448-49, and Weber, 255; cf. also Grill, 'young people,' 12, 
157). On the basis of P 5.21.2 (not 5.5.1-2!), which states that a portion 
of a field was transferred to takmtin in the first half of the earth (takmann 
ima'!l te k~etrabhiigam apabhajan prthivyiil] puroe ardhe, ... ), Whitney-
Lanman understand btindhv to refer to those fields or territories which are 
connected with takmtin and render: "thy connection" (260). Although both 
interpretations could be correct, it appears that, because of the opposition 
between 'your field (connection)' and 'the others' fields' (anyak~etratJi in d 
and anyak~etre in verse 9a), Whitney-Lanman's suggestion may have some 
basis. Since, however, takmtin's home is among the mujavants and mahii-
vr~tis (verse 5), one naturally assumes that they would be his kinsmen, 
whose point of identity with takmtin is with their land or territory from 
which the rains and takmtin were considered to have originated. An idea 
similar to that found in these verses and the previous one occurs at P 
5.21.3: takman paroatii ime himavantas somapr~fhiiiJ, viitajuta'!l bhi~ajam 
(=bhe~ajam?) no akran nasyeto marafiin abhi, "0 takman, disappear from 
here [and go] in the direction of the marafas (?);[for] these Himavant moun-
tains, which bear Soma on their backs, have made for us the wind-driven 
physician (i.e. medicine)." ab, here, suggests the mountain-born ku~fha
plant which was transported from heaven by a golden sailing ship (i.e. the 
moon), presumably conceived to be propelled by wind (see A VS 5.4.4,5 
and 6.95.2). marata is perhaps the name of a tribe. 

VERSE 9 

In ab, P 5.21.7 and 13.1.14 have: ... na ramate sahasriik~o 'martyal], 
"[If] the thousand-eyed immortal is not satisfied ... "; P 5.21.7cd has 
takman sa no mr{ayi~yati. P 13.1.3b reads as Sau. b, but has in a: takman 
siirthina'!l icchasva, "You, 0 takman, seek out the one attached to the caravan 
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(i.e. the caravan-leader)." On sarthinam, cf. prarthas in Sau. c. The exact 
meaning of prarthas is uncertain. It appears to be derived from pra-tirtha, 
'one having a purpose before him,' in the sense of being eager and prepared 
for it, i.e. anxious (cf. in particular Whitney-Lanman, 260, and Mayrhofer, 
Wb, 2: 353). T. Chowdhury, however, suggests that it is a corruption of 
prarthya, 'amendable to supplication' (JBORS, 17: 86-87); in which case, 
we may render: "[Since] takmtin has become amendable to supplication 
(i.e. has understood our request)." This interpretation also fits the context; 
but, since P 5.21.7 also reads prarthas, his suggestion that it is a corruption 
seems less likely. For a slightly different explanation of this verse, see 
Bloomfield, 449. 

VERSE 10 

In a, P 13.1.10 has yas; in d:sa pari; and in b, 0 has va nasavfviyal]. P 
5.21.6 presents an interesting variant which may express the idea of this 
verse more clearly: yal] stikam utpadayasi balasa'tl kasam anvrjam, bhfmas te 
takman hetayas ttibhil] sa (0: sma) pari v~Jidhi nal], "[Since] you produce 
simultaneously balasa, cough [and] anvrja, [therefore,] 0 takman, (always) 
pass over us with those your dreaded missiles." For ab, cf. verse 11, below. 
For anvrjam Barret suggests anvrjum, 'tending in a straight direction towards' 
(JAOS, 87: 284) referring perhaps to the thunderbolt-like missiles; and 
Raghu Vira reads: anv rjum (?). Both readings are unclear. It is important 
to note that the missiles (hettiyas), which draw us back to the notion of 
thunderbolts (vtijra) in verse 6, were thought to be balasa, cough and anvrja; 
while in the Sau., they are shivers and cough. Cough, therefore, is common 
to both texts and its sound may be sympathetic, resembling that of thunder. 

VERSE 11 

For ab, cf. P 5.21.6 ab note 10 above. P 13.1.15 reads quite differently: 
ado gaccha miijavatas tato Vtl gal] parastaram, ma smato 'bhy rJ.O/J punal] pra 
tva (0: abhy nir nal] puna~] tat tva) takmann upa bruve, "I conjure you, 0 
takman, go to that place of the Miijavants; indeed, from there, go further 
on [and] do not ever leave that place again (or: "do not come to us again 
from there"; cf. Sau)." This verse resembles Sau. 6, 7 above. In b, udyugtim 
is the only occurrence of the word and may have a meaning similar to that 
of udyogti, 'strenuous and continuous activity'; or, it may mean 'adjoining' 
and if used to modify kastim, 'cough,' signifies "adjoining cough," i.e. "hie-
cough," (see Bloomfield, 450, and Whitney-Lanman, 261) or better, "ac-
companying cough." Weber, however, has suggested a possible explanation 
that may be more reasonable. He understands udyugti to be derived from 
ud, 'free from,' 'without' and yuga, i.e. 'unrest,' 'restlessness' (256). More 
to the point, yuga, like yoga, could have the sense of 'bodily control'; in 
which case, udyugti would mean 'loss of bodily control,' i.e. the uncon-
trollable trembling or shaking which often accompanies high fever. P 5.21.6 
has anvrjam (anvrjum) which is equally obscure (see verse 10, above). 
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VERSE 12 

ab occurs unchanged at P 13.1.11 which reads cd: piimnii bhriitroye1J.a 
nasyeto maratiin abhi, "[You, 0 takman,] accompanied with your evil cousin 
piiman, disappear from here [and go] in the direction of those maratas (?)." 
Cf. P 5.21.3 (note 8, above) which is a variant of 13.1.11. In c, Roth-
Whitney read piimna which seems to mean 'with a rash,' 'with mange,' 
etc. (see, in particular, Filliozat, who considers it not to be a proper medical 
term, La doctrine, 44, 97, and Mayrhofer, Wb, 2: 255-56). The Vi.Svesvar-
ananda edition, however, has piipm£, 'with evil' which, if we consider the 
parallelism of afflictions between verses 11 and 12, may be equivalent to 
udyuga. It would not be too difficult to understand that uncontrolled shaking 
or trembling (udyuga) was considered to be an evil or misfortune. As we 
have seen, however, P supports the reading piimna which tends to invalidate 
such an equation. On the strength of the textual similarity with the P, 
therefore, the more correct reading seems to be piimn£ 

VERSE 13 

A parallel to this verse occurs at P 1.32.5: trtlyakaft~ vitrtlyaft~ sadandim 
uta hiiyanam, takmiinaft~ visvasiiradaft~ grai~maft~ niisaya viir~ikam, "Destroy, 
[0 plant, (perhaps ku~tha, see verse 3 above)], the takman who recurs every 
third day (tertian), who has the third day free (quartan), who is continual 
and who lasts the entire year, who recurs every autumn, who arises in the 
summer [and] in the rainy season" (cf. Renou, JA, 252: 432). There is some 
controversy surrounding the exact meaning of vitrtlyaft~: it could signify 
both the quotidian and the tertian fevers (cf. Filliozat, La doctrine, 97, and 
note; see also Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 1: 295); or better, it seems to 
imply the quartan fever: with the third day free, it should recur on the 
fourth day. 

VERSE 14 

In b, P 13.1.12 has: kiisibhyo, 'to the kiisis,' for angebhyo; and in cd: jane 
(K: dhiine; K manuscript jiine) priyam iva sevadhiftl takmiinaft~ pari dadhmasi, 
which may be rendered as follows: "We place the takman among the [other] 
people [or (less likely): in a receptacle] just as if he were a dear treasure." 
The P reading kiisibhyo for angebhyo is interesting. Since Ailga is the region 
further east of Kasi (Vara~asi, Banaras) and thus further removed from the 
center of Aryan culture in later Vedic times, there is the suggestion that 
kiisibhyo is the older reading. The exact meaning of Sau. cd is not at all 
clear. Most translators prefer to render prai~yan janam iva sevadh{ft~ as two 
separate elements: "like a person about to be sent (i.e. a servant, messenger, 
etc.) [and] like a treasure ... "(see, in particular, Grill, 13, 158; Grohmann, 
412, Weber, 257; Bloomfield, 2, 452, and Henry, La magie, 136). Whitney-
Lanman, however, translate it as one unit: "like one sending a person to 
a treasure, . . . ," which implies the emendation of prai~yan to pre~yan 
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(261). Although any interpretation of this line is tentative, it might be pos-
sible to read prai~ya'!l as an accusative and render cd: ". . . we entrust the 
takman, as [we entrust with the riches] the man about to be sent to the 
treasury." The simile, however, is not completely intelligible. The 
gandhiiris are considered to be people from modem-day Peshawar district 
in Pakistan; the arigas, people from present-day North Bengal or Eastern 
Bihar; and the magadhas are people from Bihar (see Filliozat, La doctrine, 
99, and Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 1: 219, 11, and 2: 116-18, respec-
tively). 

Notes to 6.20 

Translators agree that A VS 6.20 is a charm against the disease-demon 
takman. 64 Sayat:ta prescribes it for use in a rite to heal bile-fever65 at KausS 
30.7. It also occurs in the list of hymns for the destruction of takman (tak-
maniisanagarJ.a) at AthParis 34.7. 

VERSE 1 

P 19.12.10, combining elements of this verse and verse 3 reads: agnir 
(manuscript 'P': agner) iva prasargo 'sya (manuscript 'P' obscure) su~mirJ.a 
uteva matto vilapann apiiyati, tasmai te arurJ.iiya babhrave tapur maghiiya namo 
'stu takmane, "May the discharge, as it were a fire, of this flash (or better: 
" ... discharge of this flash, as it were of fire ... ")go away; likewise, [may 
the discharge] as it were a chattering drunkard, (go away]. Obeisance to 
takman, to that your red [and] brown [color] [and], 0 glowing one, [your] 
bounty." Sayal).a, based on KausS 30.7, considers the comparison in a as 
between a forest-fire, which bums both the fresh and dry vegetation and 
the fever which enters and bums every limb and is provided with a drying 
force (=su~mirJ.a) (iirdram aniirdraJ!l ca sarvaJ!l . .. diiviitmakasya . .. krtsnam 
arigaJ!l dahata~ su~mirJ.a~ so~akabalayuktasya . . . jvarasya diiha~ . . . krtsnam 
arigaJ!l vyiipnoti). In a, Florenz translates su~mirJ.a as 'glowing' (gliihet) and 
states that it is a play on the increased blood temperature, giving rise to 
fever, and that tcipurvadhiiya ('glowing weapon') in d extends this pun (275, 
76). Whitney-Lanman, on the other hand, suggest the emendation of su~
mirJ.a to su~mas ('vehemence?'), making it the subject of eti (295). Rather, 
the meaning of su~min is, as Bloomfield has shown, 'lightning' or 'flashing' 
( 469). Thus, the reading may remain without emendation and points to 
lightning as the origin of, and the agent for takman. The P also confirms 
this. In b, matto seems to have the meaning 'drunkard' (from root mad) as 

64 Grohmann renders the hymn in his discussion of "Medicinisches a us dem Atharva-Veda 
mit besonderem Bezug auf den Takman," IS, 9: 384-85; Ludwig: "Zauber gegen takman 
(Magical charm against takman)," Der Rigveda, 3: 511; Zimmer translates the charm under his 
discussion of takmtin, Leben, 380; Florenz: "Gegen Fieber (Against fever)," "Das sechste Buch 
der Atharva-SiUphiti," BB, 12: 273; Griffith: "A charm against fever," Hymns of the Atharoaveda, 
1: 255; Bloomfield: "Charm against takman," Hymns of the Atharoa-Veda, 3, 468; and Whitney-
Lanman: "Against fever (takmtin)," Atharoa-veda-sartJhitii, Pt. 1, 295. 

65 pittajvarabhai~jye; cf. Ke5ava: pittajvarabhai~jyam ucyate. 
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suggested by Sayal).a: "forgetting himself as if intoxicated (or, insane)" 
(unmatta iva iitmiina'tl vismrtya). Whitney-Lanman, however, suggest the 
meaning 'from me,' i.e. a quasi-ablative of the pronoun ma (295). This 
explanation would appear to be less likely. In c, the emendation of avrattis 
to avrattim, referring to the victim who is always void of virtuous conduct, 
suggested by Sayal).a (avrata~ avrata'tl [vibhaktivyatyaya~] sadiiciirahfna'tl 
puru~am) and followed by Ludwig (511) and Florenz (276) is, as Bloomfield 
has demonstrated, not warranted (469). On the meaning of avrattis, see 
AVS 7.116(121).2 note, 149-50. The entire verse, as supported by the P, 
seems to be a reference to the association between takmtin and the lightning 
and thunder of a rainstorm. The first line, containing two similes, alludes 
to the origin and to the departure of takmtin: the lightning flashes and 
burning arise as it were from Agni (fire) (cf. AVS 1.25.1) and the rumbling 
of the fading thunder resembles the gibberish of a drunkard (cf. AVS 
5.22.6,7). There is also a suggestion of a sympathetic connection between 
the babbling of a drunkard and the delirious ravings of a fever-victim. 
Likewise, in line two, the notion of seeking out another victim and the 
fiery weapon, i.e. the thunderbolt, point to takmtin's connection with light-
ning (see AVS 5.22.6-9, 12). 

VERSE 2 

In a, P 19.12.11 reads: namo yamiiya namo 'stu mrtyave, "Let there be 
obeisance to Yama, to death," and in cd: nama~ k~etrasya pataye namo dive 
namo prthivyai namo o~adhibhya~, "Obeisance to the lord of the field, to 
heaven, to earth [and] to the herbs." Note that in a, respect is paid to the 
most dreaded result of takmtin rather than to takmtin. In cd of both P and 
Sau, the concern is with venerating the means of bringing about the patient's 
recovery. Following Sayal).a, tvi~fmate in b seems to have the sense: 'bright' 
or 'splendid' (dfptimate). Zimmer (380) and Florenz (273) follow Grohmann 
who renders it as 'impetuous' (385). Both meanings are correct. 'Splendid,' 
however, seems to fit better in a general attitude of reverence. Rudra, states 
Sayal).a, is the god laying claim to fever (. . . jvariibhimiinf deva~). He goes 
on to say that there is obeisance to heaven and to earth because they are 
the mother and father of all living beings and that obeisance to the earth-
born grains of rice, etc. (=o~adhi) means that he gains health by worship 
of the medicinal herb and by a wholesome diet (dyiiviiprthivyau hi krtsnasya 
bhiitajiitasya miitiipitarau tasmiit tayor namaskiira~ krta~. o~adhibhya~ pt:fhiv-
yiim utpanniibhyo vrihyiidibhyo namo 'stu. au~adhasevayii pathyakrame7Ja ca 
iirogyam upajiiyata ity o~adhfnii'tl namaskiira~). It is important to notice that 
in the mind of the poet-healer, takmtin was a divinity, equal to Rudra and 
Varul).a and Yama (P). 

VERSE 3 

P 13.1.2 ab reads as Sau. ab, except riiro (0: ruro), 'deliriously hot,' replaces 
yo; and in b, 0 has the better reading kt:7Joti for kt:7Jo~i, which has been 
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adopted as correct in our rendering. Pedis the same asP 19.12.10 ed (see 
note 1 above). In a, Sayal)a, deriving abhisoeayi~1Jur from the causative of 
the root sue, 'causing to flame,' plus the prefix abhi, 'everywhere, in every 
limb,' and the suffix snu (see Whitney, Grammar, #1994c), glosses it as 
'burning, i.e. causing heat in all limbs' (abhita~ saroata~ krtsnam anga'!l 
saroe~u a_nge~u soeayan sokam utptidayan. sue soke . . .). The prefix abhi, 
when attached to verbs and to their derivatives, can also signify 'to' or 
'toward'; in which case, it could refer to the one 'causing flames (to go) 
toward,' i.e. 'the flame-thrower,' which again suggests a lightning bolt. 
ptida b he explains: "such a bile-fever makes all things completely yellow, 
i.e. turmeric-colored by means of contaminating the blood" (fdrso . . . pit-
tajvara~ . . . visvtini saroii1Ji . . . harittini raktadii~aiJena haridrtivar~Jtini . . . 
karoti); and in d, he glosses vanytiya as 'to be frequented' (sa'!lsevytiya). It 
appears, however, to be derived from vana, 'forest.' Grohmann offers the 
translation, 'wild,' yet suggests 'water-born,' presumably thinking of vana 
in the sense of water (385; on vana as water, see Turner, IAL, 658, #11277 
and 11278). In light of the similarity in form between vanya and grtimyti, 
'tame (of animals),' Grohmann's first interpretation is feasible. Bloomfield, 
however, proposes that it signifies 'that derived from the forest,' 'forest-
born,' understanding wrongly, that it refers to the malaria "which is caused 
by the decay of the tropically prolific flora" (470). Although his explanation 
is in error, Bloomfield's translation of the word is possible. Because of its 
similarity in meaning to avratas, 'unruly,' in verse 1, vtinya might well be 
rendered as 'wild.' There is implied a color-sympathy between the yellow 
(jaundice; cf. AVS 1.25.2,3; 5.22.2), red and brown color of the fever-
victim and the color of the lightning-bolt. 

Notes to 7.116 (121) 

Translators agree that AVS 7.116 (121) is a charm against takman (fever).66 

Saya:r:ta prescribes its ritualistic use "for the purpose of healing all fevers"67 

at KausS 32.17. At AthParis 34.7 it is listed as one of the takmantisanagaiJa 
(charms for the destruction of takmtin). 

VERSE 1 

This verse has no parallels in the P. The word eyavantiya is an adjective 
from the root cyu, 'to shake' which, as Saya:r:ta points out, may be understood 
as a verbal noun with a causative sense, i.e., the one causing to shake, 
(eytivayitre ... ). For e6dantiya, Saya:r:ta and the Visvesvarananda edition 

66 Grohmann has translated these two verses in his article "Medicinisches aus dem Atharva-
Veda mit besonderem Bezug auf den Takman," IS, 9: 386 and 414 respectively; Zimmer has 
rendered the charm in his discussion of takman, "Fieber (fever)," Leben, 381; Henry: "Contre 
Ia fievre intermittante," Le livre VII, 45, 124; Griffith: "A charm against fever," Hymns of the 
Atharvaveda, 1: 384; Bloomfield: "Charm agaiJll;t takman (fever)," Hymns, 4, 565; Whitney-
Lanman: "Against intermittent fever," Atharva-veda-sarrzhiti, Pt. 1: 469; and Filliozat: "Contre 
Ia fievre," Magie et midecine, 100-101. _ 

67 sarvajvarabhai~jyiirtharrz; cf. Ke5ava who appears to have also included A VS 7.117 (122): 
atha jvarabhai~ajyam ucyate. namo riiriiyeti siiktadvayena. 
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read: n6danaya. Sayar:ta glosses it again as a verbal noun with a causative 
sense: "to the one sending [things] here and there, to the scatterer" (itastata~ 
prerakaya vik~epayitre). The vast majority of manuscripts and the Roth-
Whitney edition, however, read c6danaya, and that has been adopted here. 
In either case, the meaning is essentially the same: it refers to chills produced 
both from the fever and from the startling effects of thunder (i.e. takman 
as thunder and lightning). For the difficult compound piirvakiimakftvane, 
'[to the takman] who brings about the previous desire [for rain),' Sayal)a, 
deriving the last member, krtvane from the root krt, 'to cut,' understands 
it to mean: 'to the dispeller, i.e. to the one who cuts off previous desires' 
(piirve~am abhila~tiiJtin:z kartitre chettre . .. ). Grohmann renders: "der nach 
altern Triebe thatig ist," and explains: " ... ich es auf die regelmassige 
Wiederkehr des Fieberparoxismus beziehe, die im zweiten Verse naher 
geschildert wird, und wobei der Takman nach einem rathselhaften Na-
turtriebe zu handeln schien" (386 and n). This interpretation is followed 
by Zimmer (381), and the translation would be most appealing; the con-
struing of kama as "Trieb" (impulse), however, forces its primary meaning, 
'desire,' 'love.' Henry has suggested that the compound could be broken 
as piirva-kamakftvan, i.e. "qui, de temps immemorial, agit a sa guise" (45, 
125). Bloomfield, on the basis of ~V 10.61.6 where kama is found with the 
root kr and has overtones of sexual love, hints that takman may be "due 
to (excessive) sexual intercourse." "This," he says, "finds support in Susruta 
where 'sexual love,' kama is one of the causes of fever" (569; cf. Grohmann 
who also points this out, 386 n). He opts, however, for a non-committal 
rendering:" 'he who in the past fulfilled desires,' "stating, "this may refer 
to excesses, or to willingness" (569). Whitney-Lanman simply claim that 
the epithet "is extremely obscure and probably corrupt" (420). If our con-
tention that takman is associated with the thunderstorms is correct, the 
difficulty with the compound may find some resolution: piirvakama could 
refer to the rains which, for these people, would certainly be an object of 
constant desire, especially during the dry season before the rains arrive; 
and krtvan (from the root kr, 'to do') may be regarded as takman who, in 
the form of thunder and lightning, brings about, or ushers in, the desired 
rain. We may add an interesting suggestion by Henry who, because of the 
imperfect meter, posits a reconstruction of the verse in three padas of jagatf: 

mimo riiraya cytivanaya dhr~IJtive 
ntimo riiraya c6danaya dhr~!Jdve 
nama~ §Itaya piirvakiimakftvane. 

By a haplology, then, these were fused into the present reading (125). It is 
a clever suggestion; but, as Bloomfield implies, there is no substantial ev-
idence to support it (568). 

VERSE 2 

This verse also has no parallel in the P. For anyedyur, Sayar:ta glosses: 
'on the other (or, following) day' (anyasmin divase); for ubhayadyur, he 
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reads ubhayedyti~ and glosses: 'on both days' (ubhayor divasayo~). They 
appear to refer to the intermittent nature of the takmtin, i.e. the quotidian 
or daily fever and the tertian or fever which attacks every other day (the 
third-day-fever; see AVS 1.25.4; cf. also Henry, 125, and Filliozat, Magie 
et medecine, 101). SayaQ.a understands avratti~ to be 'that fever which has 
a non-fixed time,' where vrata expresses an obligation (vratasabdo niya-
maviicl: aniyatakiila~ sa jvara~ ... ). Since avratti~ has the general sense of 
unpredictability, his interpretation is probably correct (see AVS 6.20.1; cf. 
alsoFilliozat'stranslation: "quin 'observepasderegle, ... ," Magieetmede-
cine, 101). 

Notes to 5.4 

Most interpreters agree that AVS 5.4 is a charm against the demon takmtin 
and bther diseases.68 Bloomfield and Whitney-Lanman suggest rather that 
it is actually directed to the plant ku~fha. 69 In the introduction it states that 
its ritualistic use is "for the purpose of quieting the diseases beginning with 
riijayak~ma (tuberculosis) and ku~fha (skin-disease)."70 The hymn is not 
mentioned in the KausS. Darila to KausS 26.1, however, includes it among 
the takmaniisanaga~Ja (so also AthParis 34.7); and at KausS 28.13 he notices 
that it is one of the ku~fhalitiga ('verses having the characteristic word 
ku~fha'). This siitra is employed against fever (Darila) or riijayak~ma (con-
sumption), headache, skin-disease and pain in all limbs (Kesava).11 From 
the context, it would appear that the charm was originally used to consecrate 
the ku~fha-plant, the chief medicine against takmtin. 

The allusions in the first three verses point to a connection between 
kul}tha and Soma.72 This reflects the poet-healer's attitude that the medicinal 
ku~fha was a divine plant, equal in importance to Soma, the lord of plants. 

VERSE 1 

For a, P 19.8.15 reads: yo giri~u jiiyase, '[you] who are born on the moun-
tains.' ku~fha, in later Indian medicine, has come to mean a class of skin-
diseases in which leprosy occurs, as well as a plant. In the Atharvaveda, 

68 Grohmann renders vss. 1, 3-6, in his article on takmtin, "Medicinisches aus dem Atharva-
Veda mit besonderem Bezug auf den Takman," IS, 9: 421; Grill includes it under his section 
"Krankheit," Hundert Lieder des Atharoa-Veda, 9, 141; Griffith: "The hymn is a charm against 
fever and other ailments," Hymns of the Atharoaveda, 1: 193; and Weber: "Gegen den takman, 
resp. yak~ma (Against takmtin, likewise ytik~ma)," IS, 18: 178. 

69 Bloomfield: "Prayer to the ku~tha-plant to destroy takman (fever)," Hymns, 4, 414; Whitney-
Lanman: "To the plant ku~tha: against takmtin [fever)," Atharoa-veda-sa~hitii, Pt. 1, 227. 

70 rifjayak~maku~thadirogasantyartha~. 
71 See, in particular, Bloomfield, Hymns, 415, and Whitn!y-Lanman, Pt. 1, 227. 
72 On the question of ku~tha's relationship to Soma see A VS 19.39 notes; Hillebrandt, Vedische 

Mythologie, 1: 244-47; and Grohmann, IS, 9: 423. 
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however, it refers to the plant Saussurea lappa Clarke, which grows in 
Kashmir between 8,000 and 12,000 feet in elevation. 

VERSE 2 

In a, P(K) 19.8.14 has suvarJJasavane girau, "on the mountain which 
produces gold"; manuscript 'P' as Sau and in cd: . .. srutal!l (?) yanti ku$fhehi 
takmaniisana (K manuscript and manuscript 'P': takmaniisana~), "they ap-
proach [you], who are well known (?), with riches. (Therefore,] 0 destroyer 
of takman, 0 ku$tha, come [here]." It is virtually certain that himavatas, 
'from the snowy one' refers to the Himalayas. The suggestion in this verse 
is that the ku$fha-plant was famous for its healing properties and that it 
was an item of trade, demanding a very high price. 

VERSE 3 

This verse occurs unchanged at AVS 6.95.1 and at 19.39.6 a-c with the 
variant in b: tata~ ku$fho ajiiyata, "from that place ku~tha was born" (cf. 
notes to 19.39.6). Variants are also found at P 7.10.6 ab, 19.11.1, which 
read as 19.39.6 a-c; and a-b occurs at P 20.51.8 (this verse appears to be 
wanting in manuscript 'P' at 20.55.8), which has, in cd, tatra lohitavrk$0 
jiitas sriguru~ k~iptabhe$aja~, "There, was born the red-tree, the Snguru (?), 
the medicine for [wounds from] missiles." The number of similar readings 
suggests that all or part of the verse may be formulaic. Bloomfield uses 
piida b to suggest a parallelism between Soma and ku$fha and also points 
out that at ~V 10.135.1 there is mention of a tree in which Yama sits and 
drinks with the gods (416, see also JAOS, 16: 11). Griffith refers to an 
interesting Samoan belief which states that the natives' most valuable plants 
were stolen from heaven by a visitor (194 n). The expression "the ap-
pearance of immortality" (amftasya ctik$a1Jam) is not at all clear. The same 
phrase occurs in the Apn-hymn, ~V 1.13.5, and is explained by Sayat:ta 
as "the appearance of ghee which is identical to ambrosia; or else the 
appearance of the immortal god, Agni" (amrtasamiinasya ghrtasya . . . dar-
sanal!l 0 0 0 yadvii 0 0 0 maraJJarahitasya devasya 0 0 0 agner darsanal!l 0 0 .). 

Geldner understands it to mean: "auf dem die Gotterwelt erscheint!" (Der 
Rigveda, 1: 14) and Renou: "Ia ou (est) le moyen-de-voir l'immortel!" ex-
plaining ctik~aiJa as "domaine de vue= jusqu'ou se laisse voir Ia gent im-
mortelle" (EVP, 14: 40, 111). K. P. Jog, however, has presented evidence 
for interpreting amfta, along with Sayat:ta's second suggestion, as Agni (VIJ 
8: 38-47). It appears, therefore, to mean the appearance or manifestation 
of the divine. In the AVS, however, it refers ku$fham in d (cf. verse 4) and, 
thus, suggests the manifestation of the immortal plant ku$fha which, by its 
efficacy, is able to restore life or, to be more exact, to ensure immortality. 
In the poet's mind, the plant was divine, being called, like the gods, immortal 
(amfta). Cf. Weber (179), Grill (141), Bloomfield (4) and Whitney-Lanman 
(227), who understand it to be the manifestation or appearance of the drink 
of immortality, or of something resembling that drink. 
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VERSE 4 

This verse occurs unaltered at AVS 6.95.2. ab is found unchanged at 
AVS 19.39.7 and P 7.10.7 which read cd, however, as 19.36.6 cd (see verse 
3 above). These occurrences point to the fact that this verse may also be 
formulaic, used always in conjunction with verse 3. Inc, Roth and Whitney 
have pu~yart~, 'flower,' pu~part~, 'flower.' Either reading is acceptable; the 
meaning remains unchanged (cf. ~V 1.191.12). Again, pu~part~ (pu~yart~) 
refers to ku~tham. It is interesting to note that in later Indian medicine, the 
flower of the ku~tha-plant is not mentioned as being used for healing (see 
Dutt and King, Materia Medica, 181-82). This leads one to believe that the 
literal meaning of 'flower' may not be implied. From the variants at AVS 
19.39.7 and P 7.10.7, it appears to be rather a metaphorical expression for 
amfta, or for the divine aspect of the plant, and a deliberate specification 
of its vegetal nature. The golden boat which sailed about in heaven would 
most certainly suggest the crescent shape of the moon, which is closely 
associated with Soma. 

VERSE 5 

For ab, P 19.8.13 reads: hiraiJ.maya~ (manuscript 'P': hiraiJ.yaya~) pantha 
asld aritraiJ.i hiraiJ.maya(manuscript 'P': hiraiJ.yayQ), "Golden was the course 
[and] golden [were] the oars." In d, the verb nir-a-vahan implies a trans-
porting of the plant from heaven to the mountain (see verse 1 and cf. Grill, 
141, and Bloomfield, 417). 

VERSE 6 

ab are found at P 1.31.1 with the variant in b: ni~ kr:dhi. Bh. has c (cf. 
Renou, JA, 252: 431). For c, cf. AVS 6.95.3 which reads d: imtirt~ me agadtirt~ 
kr:dhi. Bloomfield notices that this verse, both in meter (gayatrf) and subject 
matter, is an interruption of the mythological episode concerning ku~tha. 
He does not, however, agree with Grill who, because of these reasons, 
puts the verse at the end of the hymn (10, 142). In fact, he suggests that 
it may have been purposely placed here in the original composition (417-
18). Such an insertion implies an elaboration of verse 5; whereby, the plant 
is requested to bring the man as the golden boat (i.e. the moon) of verse 5 
brought the ku~tha-plant. This is further supported by the fact that the 
verbal prefixes nir, ii, are found in both verses. Therefore, as the gods, with 
the aid of the golden boat brought the ku~tha from heaven to the mountain, 
so the herb will bring the sick man from somewhere near death to life. 

VERSE 7 

Because of the last line, one is led to believe that it is perhaps the patient 
himself who is speaking. P 19.11.2cd, however, reads it more clearly: sa 
praiJ.ayapanaya cak~u~e 'sya mr:la, "[Therefore] be propitious to his faculty 
of sight, praiJ.a and apana." Note that in place of vyanti, 'out-breath,' or 
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'diffused breath; which circulates in all the limbs, P has apana, 'the vital 
breath which goes down,' and aids in excretion and childbirth. Both, how-
ever, read pra7Jti, 'in-breath,' or 'breath of the front,' which is in the mouth 
and maintains the functions of breathing and swallowing (see SuNiSth. 
1.11££; and for a good discussion of the breaths see Filliozat, La doctrine, 
22-23; 141-52). Bloomfield suggests that ctik~us, 'eye,' 'faculty of sight,' 
does not imply an eye-disease, but the eye with which "to see the sun" 
and the eye which eventually goes to the sun (418; cf. ~V 10.16.13 and 
AB 2.6.13). This interpretation is quite possible; however, since the principal 
concern of the hymn is with healing, it seems more likely that ctik~u~e 
implies an affliction of the eyes which is suggested in verse 10 and which 
occurs in later Indian medicine in association with fever (jvara) (see Jolly, 
Medicin, 70-74 passim). 

VERSE 8 
p 1.31.2 reads as Sau. In cd, namany uttamani means literally, 'highest 

names,' which implies the best or perhaps choicest and most healthy looking 
types or species of plants (cf. Bloomfield, 418, and Whitney-Lanman, 228). 
The notion that the ku~fha-plant was a definite article of trade seems to be 
indicated here (cf. Weber, 180). Cf. also AVS 4.7.6 where barter for a 
healing plant appears to be implied. See A VS 19.39.2 where the types of 
ku~fha are specified. 

VERSE 9 

In a, P 1.31.3 reads as Sau (K omits ku~fha). In cd, P has: yatal] ku~fha 
prajayase tata ehy ari~fatataye, "So that [he] may be unharmed, 0 ku~fha, 
come [down] to that place where you are born" (cf. Renou, JA, 252: 431). 
In c, note the association with ytik~ma. 

VERSE 10 
In a, P 1.31.4 has: Sfr~ahatyam, 'pounding in the head,' and in cd: ku~fho 

no visvatas patu daiva'!l samaha vr:~JJyam, "Let ku~fha protect us on all sides; 
[for he is,] indeed, divinely potent." (Cf. Renou, JA, 252: 431.) In a, Sfr~a
maytim, literally 'sickness in the head,' on the basis of P, suggests a throbbing 
in the head which is a common symptom of high fever. Cf. AVS 9.8.1-6 
where various types of head-disease are mentioned in association with 
takmtin. Note the connection with bodily rtipas, in b (see chapter on 
rtipas, 25-28). 

Notes to 6.95 
Translators agree that AVS 6.95 is a charm against disease?3 Although 

there is no reference to it in the KausS, Sayax:ta counts it as among the 
ku~fhaliriga (charms characterized by the word ku~fha) mentioned at KausS 

73 Griffith: "A charm to remove disease," Hymns of the Atharva-veda, 1: 297; and Whitney-
Lanman: "For relief from disease: with ku~tha," Atharva-veda-sarrrhiti, Pt. 1, 350. 
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28.13 and thus prescribes its use in a rite "for the purpose of quieting the 
diseases beginning with rajayak~ma and ku~tha (skin disease)." 74 He also 
states that at VaitS 28.20, verse 3 is intended for use in the agnicayana-
ritual. 

The first two verses occur at A VS 5.4.3, 4 and the final verse bears a 
similarity to 5.4.6. Because of its close resemblance to 5.4, one may assume 
that it represents a shorter version of that charm which somehow found 
its way into the corpus of the A VS. 

VERSE 1 
See AVS 5.4.3. 

VERSE 2 
See AVS 5.4.4. 

VERSE 3 
a occurs at P 2.32.3a in reference to a herb (o~adht) which in c is called 

the brother of Soma (somasya bhratasi). a and c, are also found at P 13.2.6ac 
which reads, in b: vanaspatfnam for himavatam uta, and in d: so 'gne garb ham 
eha dhtfl], "[Thus] may you, 0 Agni, impregnate the [egg in the] womb 
here." pada-d also has a close variant at AVS 5.4.6: tam u me agada~ krdhi, 
"make him indeed without poison." Sayat:ta, as P 13.2.6 and based on 
VaitS 28.20, understands this verse to be addressed to Agni who, like an 
embryo, is situated inside these herbs (he agne tvam o~adhfnam . . . tasti'!l 
. . . garbhavad antar avasthita~ . . . bhavasi). For himavatam, he offers an 
interesting explanation: 'other trees which are cool to the touch' ( ... Sf... 
taspar5avatiim anye~iim api vanaspatfnii'!l . .. ). Both explanations by Sayat:ta 
suggest that he had in mind a reading similar to that found at P 13.2.6. 
Whitney-Lanman point out, quite rightly, that the verse, like the entire 
hymn, is addressed rather to the ku~tha-plant (351). The readings from P 
2.32.3 and AVS 5.4.6 seem to corroborate this viewpoint. The embryo of 
the Himavant could, therefore, refer to the plant's birthplace (see AVS 
5.4.1, 8). 

Notes to 19.39 

Most translators consider A VS 19.39 to be a charm against the demonic 
takman with the ku~tha-plant.75 Sayat:ta mentions its use along with 19.38 
at AthParis 4.4 in a rite which involves the fumigation with the ku~tha-

7C Tajayak~makU~fhadirogastfntyartha'f!. 
75 Grohmann renders a major part of the charm under his discussion of the two medicinal 

plants, jarigidti and ku~fha which are called upon to heal one affected by takmtin, IS, 9: 420-
22; Ludwig translates it under his discussion of "Gebirge (Mountains)," Der Rigveda, 3: 198; 
Bloomfield: "Prayer to the ku~fha-plant to destroy takman (fever), and other ailments," Hymns, 
5, 676; Griffith: "A protective charm," Hymns of the Atharoaveda, 2: 295; and Whitney-Lanman: 
"With ku~fha: against disease," Atharoa-veda-sa'f!hitii, Pt. 2, 959. 
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and gulgulu-plants for the king's protection.76 Like other charms in which 
the ku~tha-plant is used for healing (i.e. A VS 5.4; 6.95}, this one has the 
primary function of consecrating the plant which was used to ward off 
and destroy the dreaded takmtin-fever. It is interesting to note that the plant 
seems to have been employed as a fumigant. Such a use, however, is not 
expounded in the text. 

VERSE 1 

InC, p 7.10.1 has the easier reading nasayan, 'destroying.' Cf. AVS 5.4.1, 
2, 8 where ku~tha is said to come from the Himavant mountains. 

VERSE 2 

For be, Roth-Whitney emend: naghamar6 naghari~6 nti ghayti'!! puru~o 
ri~at which follows P 7.10.2 and which we follow. In d, K has asmai for 
ytismai; 0 reads as Sau; the Visvesvarananda edition follows that of Sankar 
Pandit. P 1.93.2 has a slightly different version of this verse: jlvala'!! na-
ghari~a'!! jayatkam aparajitam (K: jlvala'!! naghari~a'!! jayata kamaparajitam!), 
ta'!! tvamrtasyesana'!! (K: utamrtasyesano) rajan ku~thavadamasi, "We address 
you, 0 ku~tha, 0 king, that lord of immortality [who is called] perennial, 
harmless, conquering [and] invincible" (cf. Renou, JA, 253: 32). The three 
names, in ab, Sayal).a explains as follows: nadyamarti is killing of the diseases 
produced by the defilement by water, where nadlhas the intended meaning, 
water, i.e. that situated in the rivers; or else, it is the killing of the noise 
being sounded in a way which is difficult to remove, where nadya is the 
sounding, ntya ( ... nadyamara~ iti eka'!! nama. nadya'!! bhava nadya/J. na-
d!sabdena nadlsthani udakani lak~yante. udakado~odbhava roga ity artha~. 
yadva nadya nadantya/J sabdanlyaiJ. atyantadu~pariharatvena sabdyamana ity 
artha~. tan marayatili nadyamara~). nadyari~a~ (Sayal).a: nadytiri~a~) is the 
harming of the previously described nadyas (tatha nadyari~a~. ukto nadyas-
abdiirthaiJ. tiin ri~yatfti nadyari~aiJ. ida'!! dvittya'!! nama). The third name is 
nadya alone because, being itself a killer of nadyas, it is called nadya (kevalo 
nadya iti trt!Ya'!! nama. nadyana'!! marakaiJ svayam api nadya ity ucyate). He 
goes on to explain the rest of c: "With this being understood, he (the poet-
healer) says, '0 herb called ku~tha (=ntidya), if there is not the taking of 
your name, then this diseased man would be harmed.' Hence the uttered 
name should be understood as the 'protector of the sick' " (ta'!! sa'!!bodhya 
brute-he nadya ku~thifkhyau~adhe tava namagraha~J.abhave aya'!! vyadhita~ 
puru~o . . . hi'!!sito bhavet. ata~ vyadhitarak~aka iti samudita'!! nameti man-
tavyam). It is quite clear that Sayal).a is merely trying to make the best of 
a rather bad reading. The text of Visvesvarananda Institute is, therefore, 
totally unacceptable (cf. Bloomfield, 677, and Whitney-Lanman, 959). Roth-

76 asya ratn""kalpe (?) ku~thadhiipapradane viniyoga~ piirvasiiktasamaya uktafJ (cf. Bloomfield, 
Hymns, 676). 
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Whitney's emendation, however, is not entirely without basis. It follows P 
7.10.2 and at AVS 8.7.6 (cf. AVS 6.59.3 and 8.2.6ab), the names jfvala 
(perennial), naghari~a (harmless) and jfvant{ (life-giving) occur as epithets 
of the healing plant-goddess Arundhafi (see chapter 21: Simples, 96-102). 
It seems that Roth-Whitney's emendations are justified. The three names 
of the ku~tha-plant may, therefore, be 'non-destroying' (naghamarti), 
'harmless' (naghari~a) and ku~tha itself, as Bloomfield suggests (5, 677) or 
'choicest' (uttamti; see AVS 6.5.9; d. also Bloomfield, 677). There also seems 
to be a direct relationship between the three names and the three times of 
the day, in e, when they are to be recited. In this way, the healer is instructed 
through the hymn when to pronounce each name. 

VERSE 3 

For c, Roth-Whitney read as 2c. P 7.10.3 adds an extra pada: (c): mar~a 
nama te svasii, "your sister, by name, is mar~a ('respective'; perhaps it is a 
plant)." The remainder of the P is supplied as at verse 2. Siiyal).a glosses 
jfvala as 'the one causing life,' and jwanto, similarly, as 'causing life' (jf-
vayatili jfvantaiJ. vasanta itivat; cf. Grohmann, 420). 

VERSE 4 

a-care repeated at AVS 8.5.11 in reference to an amulet of sraktyti. 
For d, Roth-Whitney read as 2c. P 7.10.4 reads as Sau; except K has 
asmai in d. 

VERSE 5 

In a, Roth-Whitney originally emended to: trir bhfgubhyo tirigirobhya; but 
later, Whitney-Lanman changed back to the reading: trz"'J sambubhyo. In a, 
P 7.10.5 has tris sal!lbubhyo 'rigirebhyas (Raghu Vira: tris sal!lbhubhyo ... ); 
in d-e K reads: sa ku~tha (K manuscript: ku~tho) visvabhe~aja . . . ti~thasi 
(0 as Sau), and in f: nasayan. A slightly different version of this verse is 
found at P 1.93.1: tris ku~thasi vrtraj jatas trir divas pari (K: ... vrtraha 
jatas trir ud divas parz) jajfli~e, triiJ somaj jajfli~e tval!l trir adityebhyas pari, 
"Thrice, 0 ku~tha you are born from Vrtra (or: Thrice you, the slayer of 
Vrtra, 0 ku~tha, are born); thrice, you are born from heaven; thrice, you 
are born from Soma [and) thrice from the Adityas" (cf. Renou, JA, 253: 
32). Siiyax:ta understands the obscure sambubhyo tirigirebhyas as "the great 
~is named Sambus who are the offsprings of the Ail.girases" (. . . arigirasam 
apatyabhiitebhyaiJ sambubhyaiJ etannamakebhyo mahar~ibhyaiJ ... ) and ex-
plains tr{r jato as "three times produced for the aid of the three worlds; or 
else, [it refers to] those characterized by the three jatis, i.e. brahma7J.a, k~atriya 
and vaisya" (. . . traya1J.al!l lokanam upakaraya trir utpaditaiJ. atha va 
brahma7J.ak~atriyavaisyajatitrayatmana trir jataiJ). The former appears to be 
more probable. The various origins of ku~tha point to its divine connection. 
Note that P 1.93.1 attributes different sources to ku~tha, avoiding the difficult 
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sambubhyo tirigirebhyas. Fore, Sayal).a quite rightly explains: "[There is] the 
title of standing with Soma for the purpose of illuminating its equal 
strength" (somena saha avasthiiniibhidhiinarr tatsamiinavlryatvadyotaniir-
tham). There is the likelihood that the poet-healer is referring to the habitat 
of the ku~tha-plant, i.e., it grew alongside or in the same "plant-community" 
as the Soma plant (cf. the mutual residence high on the mountains, verse 
1, above and Bloomfield, 678). 

VERSE 6 

Variants of a-d are found at AVS 5.4.3 and 6.95.1. e-h are wanting in 
the Roth-Whitney edition because they were not found in the manuscripts 
(see Whitney-Lanman, 960). P 7.10.6a-d reads as Sau; and e-h are as at 
verse 5, but supplied. ttitra, inc, and ttitaiJ, in d, seem to refer to the same 
place, perhaps 'the third heaven from here.' Sayal).a considers them to be 
the asvattha-tree (asvatthe ... asvatthiid, respectively), and states that be-
cause of what CUp 3.1.1 says about the dwelling of amrta, iiditya could be 
meant by the word asvattha (. . . asvatthasabdena iiditya ucyate amrtiivas-
thiinasrava1Jiit, CUp 3.1.1 ... ). Cf. comments at AVS 5.4.3 (6.95.1). Variant 
versions of this verse occur at P 1.93.3-4: 

Verse 3. antarii dyiiviiprthivl antarik~am idarr mahat, tatriimrtasyesiinarr 
(K: tatriimrtasyiisiktarr; cf. A VS 4. 7.1c) ku~tharr devii abadhnata, "This great 
antarik~a (rnidspace) [is] between heaven and earth. There the gods attached 
the ku~tha-plant, the lord of immortality (or the sprinkling of immortality) 
[to the earth]" (cf. Renou, JA, 253: 32). 

Verse 4. ku~tho 'si devakrto (K: deviikrto) himavadbhyo niriibhrtal] (K: ni-
riidrtal]), tlk~1Jiibhir abhribhil] khiital] (K: atribhil] viitas) sa ca kartiirasarr (K: 
sa cakarthiirasarr; K manuscript: jagarthiirasarr) vi~am, "You are ku~tha, 
fashioned by the gods [and] brought from the Himavant-mountains, up-
rooted with sharp mattocks, and the one who makes the poison powerless" 
(cf. Renou, ibid.). 

VERSE 7 

Variants of a-d are found at AVS 5.4.4 and 6.95.2. e-h are wanting in 
the Roth-Whitney edition as at verse 6. In ab, P 7.10.7 reads as Sau; e-h 
is as at verse 6. Since these two verses (6-7) always occur together, there 
is the strong suggestion that they may have been formulaic, and recited 
whenever the ku~tha-plant was consecrated. 

VERSE 8 

In a, Roth-Whitney read: ytitra niivaprabhrarrsanarr, 'where there is no 
falling downward' (Whitney-Lanman, 961). P 7.10.8 has yatra niival] pra-
bhramsanam, 'where the boat descended'; the rest is as in verse 7. Our 
editi~n (Visvesvarananda) reads: ytitra navaprabhrarrsanarr ( pada-text: 
jnajava0 /), 'where [there is] no descent.' Sayal).a reads it as one word, 
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navaprabhraJ!IsanaJ!I, and considers it to be a place name, glossing: "there 
is no falling downward of the virtuous ones situated there (i.e. at the place, 
niivaprabhraJ!Isana) in the heavenly world" (. . . dyuloke niivaprabhraJ!I-
sanam tatrasthiiniiJ!I sukrtiniim aviinmukhaprabhraJ!ISO niistz). Most translators 
understand the word to be the "descent of the ship" which in tum, may 
refer to the legend of Manu's descent (manor avasarpaiJam) at SB 1.8.16 
and the flood-legend, involving Manu Vaivasvata and the fish, i.e. the 
place in the Himavants where the boat was moored (naubandhanam) at 
Mbh, Book 3.185.47. (Cf. Grohmann, who is not totally convinced of the 
connection, 423; Griffith, 298-99 nand Bloomfield, 6, 679-80.) The ren-
dering and understanding of a place where a boat descended is supported 
by P and has been adopted by us. It probably refers to the descent of the 
crescent moon ("golden boat") to the top or "summit" (s{ra~ in b). Such a 
place could be looked upon as the third heaven, the birthplace of ku~tha 
and Soma. The reference to the legend of Manu's descent is forced. 

VERSE 9 

This verse is very doubtful. In ab, Roth-Whitney originally emended to 
purva {k~viikor yaJ!I . .. kust~akiimyd~, 'ancestor of {k~viiku . .. ku~thakiimyii' 
('those females desirous of ku~tha?'). Later, Whitney-Lanman, based on 
Sayat:ta's reading, {k~viikii(us?) and Bloomfield (680), changed the reading 
to purva {k~viikur yaJ!I. The Visvesvarananda edition, following Sankar 
Pandit, has {k~viiko ( pada-text: z1c~viika~); and in b, it reads: ku~tha kiimyd~. 
Sayat:ta explains kiimyd~ as 'the son of Kama' (kiimaputro). P(K) 7.10.9 is 
corrupt; but 0 has aik~viiko in a, kiisya~ (=Sau?), in b, and siibaso (=Sau?) 
... miitsyas, in c. The remainder is as Sau. Roth-Whitney emend: yaJ!I 
vayaso yaJ!I miitsyas, which is confirmed by 0. Sayat:ta reads: yaJ!I vii vaso 
[yaJ!I] yamasya~ and renders: "Since that god, called Vasa whose mouth is 
like the mouth of Yama, knew [you]" ( yasmiid ... yamasya iisyam iva 
iisyaJ!I yasya sa tiidrso vasa~ etanniimii devo veda). This is obviously a guess. 
The Visvesvarananda edition, again following Pandit who evidently con-
sidered that vasa was a name, has yaJ!I vii vaso ( pada-text: vasa~) ya'!l 
atsyas. The names mentioned in this verse are extremely obscure and may 
allow us only to hazard a guess that they could have referred to famous, 
legendary herbalists: Ik!?vaka, Kamya, Vasa and Matsya. Nothing further 
seems to be known about them. 

VERSE 10 

In a, our text (Visvesvarananda) follows Roth-Whitney. P 7.10.10 has 
sfr~iiliikaJ!I which may be 'pain from inflammation (or poison) in the head' 
(cf. alaj{ at AVS 9.8.20). cd is the same as AVS 5.22.3cd. In a, Sayat:ta reads: 
sfr~alokaJ!I tftfyakaJ!I and explains: "0 ku~tha, they speak of your head as 
heaven (=loka), i.e., the third [world] with respect to the earthly world" 
(he ku~tha . . . bhiilokiipek~ayii trtfyaJ!I lokaJ!I dyusaJ!IjfiakaJ!I tava Sfr~a sira 
tihu~). In c, he reads: visvadhiivfryam, glossing: "having [its] efficacy ac-



1EXTUAL ANNOTATIONS 159 

quired" (vyaptasamarthya'!l), and makes it refer to takmana'!l. His expla-
nations are again simply textual manipulations. On the various types of 
takmtin, cf. AVS 5.22.13 (alsoP 1.32.5) and AVS 9.8.6 with respect to the 
relation of takmtin to the head. 

Notes to 6.105 

Translators agree that AVS 6.105 is a charm against cough (kasii).77 Sya:r:ta 
prescribes it, along with AVS 7.107, for use in a rite "for the purpose of 
quieting of cough and diseases caused by phlegm, etc." 78 at KausS 31.27. 

VERSE 1 

A parallel to this verse can be found at P 19.23.12 at verse 3 below. In 
a, Saya:r:ta glosses mtino manaskettiiiJ: "the anta1Jkara7Ja with the distant sense 
objects which are to be known by the manas (mind) (and) by the activity 
of the buddhi (intellect)" (. . . manasa buddhivrttya ketyamanair jflayamanair 
diirasthair visayaiiJ saha . . . anta1Jkara7Jam. . . ). For the obscure pravayydm, 
'stream' (root vaplus pra, 'to blow forth'), Saya:r:ta explains: 'the limit to be 
advanced' (pragantavyam avadhim . .. ). Bloomfield defines it: 'the course 
along which the wind blows.' Thus, along with mtinasaiJ, it could have the 
meaning 'mind's stream (or course),' or perhaps more colloquially, 'stream 
of thought.' 

VERSE 2 

For cd, P 19.23.10 (=manuscript 'P': 20.58.4cd) has: eva miitrasya te 
dhara para patati ketumat (?), "so also, your flow of urine streams clearly 
(?)away" (manuscript 'P' 19.23.10 reads asP 20.54.7, below), and P 20.54.7 
reads: eva kase para pata stika'!l vatasya dhrajyii, "so also, you, 0 cough, fly 
forth together with the force of the wind." In both P readings ad, are as 
Sau., suggesting that it may be formulaic. Saya:r:ta glosses cd, which includes 
the difficult word sa'!lvtitam, 'contour,' as: "so also, you, 0 cough, run forth 
in conformity with the combined-direction(?) of the earth penetrated by 
the arrow, i.e. go as far as the pattila-region with the speed of the arrow" 
( ... evam he kase tva'!! . .. ba7Javiddhaya bhiimytil] sa'!lvatam sa'!lhatapra-
desam (?) . . . anulak~ya . . . pradhava. ba7Javegena pattilaparyanta'!l gacchety 
arthaiJ). He thus understands distance and speed to be important. sa'!lvtita, 
like pravayyd in verse 1, suggests rather the sense of course, path or contour 

"Ludwig: "Kasa-husten (Kasa-cough)," Der Rigveda, 510; Zimmer: Against "Husten 
(Cough)," Leben, 385; Hillebrandt: "Gegen Husten (Against cough)," Vedachrestomathie, 50; 
Griffith: "A charm against cough," Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 1: 302; Bloomfield: "Charm 
against cough," Hymns, 8, 513; and Whitney-Lanman: "To get rid of cough," Atharva-veda-
saJ?!hitif, Pt. 1, 357. 

78 kasas1e~marogadisantyarthaJ?1: cf. Ke5ava: atha kase s1e~mapatane ca bhai~ajyam ucyate. It 
is evident that s1e~man, given by Say~ refers to s1e~mapatane, 'expectoration,' cited by Ke5ava. 
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of the ground along which the arrow flies and the cough is requested to 
follow. 

VERSE 3 

Elements of this verse are divided into two separate verses by P. P 
19.23.11 reads: yatha cak~us cak~u~mata~ parapatati ketumat, eva tval!l kase 
pra (wanting in manuscript 'P') pata (Raghu Vira: [eva sa parti] patat, 'so 
may it [?] fly away') stikal!l siiryasya rasmibhi~, "As the eye of the seer flies 
forth clearly, so also, you, 0 cough, fly forth together with the sun's rays." 
P 19.23.12 has: yathamado manyumatal!l (manuscript 'P': mano manyukety 
?) parapatati yojanam (manuscript 'P': yotana?), eva kasa (Raghu Vira: eva 
sa) para patat (manuscript 'P': kase para pata) samudrasyanu vik~aram, "As 
the lust of the passionate ones (or, the intoxication of the spirited ones, 
i.e., drunkards) streams away a yojana, so also may the cough fly away in 
conformity with the ocean's ebb"; or, following manuscript 'P': "As the 
mind, marked by ardor (?), streams away . . . , so also you, o cough, fly 
away .... "The metaphor in the Sau is somewhat imperfect and unclear; 
while in the P, it is split, making two separate similes out of the same 
elements in the Sau. The use of the ocean's ebb, however, seems to fit only 
marginally in both the Sau and the P. Saya:r:ta renders and explains cd: "So 
also, you, 0 cough, go forth in conformity with the direction in which the 
river flows (vik~arti is 'pouring forth variously, i.e. a stream'), i.e. having 
abandoned this man, go quickly like the sun's rays to the end of the ocean" 
(. . . eval!l he kase tval!l ... udadhe~ vik~aral!l vividhal!l k~ara7Jal!l pravtiho 
yasmin dese tal!l desam . . . anulak~ya . . . pragaccha. imal!l puru~al!l visrjya 
samudraparyantal!l siiryarasmivat Sfghral!l gacchety artha~). The word vi-
kfiaram, as Sayai;J.a suggests, may be derived from the root kfiar, 'to flow,' 
plus vi, i.e. 'pouring out,' 'effluence,' and in relation to samudrti, 'ocean,' 
may have the sense of 'ebb' of the ocean, i.e. the ebb and flow of the tide; 
cf. Hillebrandt: "Hohe (des Meeres)" (116). Thus, similar to Sayal).a, as the 
sun's rays disappear over the ocean, so also, may the cough flow away 
and disappear with the outgoing tide. Note the maritime knowledge of 
tidal flows implied in this verse. 

Notes to 9.8 

Most translators consider AVS 9.8 to be a charm against various dis-
eases.79 The introduction to the Sanskrit text (by Saya:r:ta?) states that the 
charm is used "in a rite for the healing of all [diseases] beginning with 

'19 Zimmer: The charm is translated in the course of his discussion of y4k~ma (Auszehrung, 
Schwindsucht), Leben, 378; Henry: "une conjuration . . . contre toutes sortes de maladies," 
Leslivres VIII et IX, 105, 141; Griffith: "The hymn is a charm for the cure of various diseases 
and pains more or less connected, or supposed to be connected, with consumption," Hymns 
of the Atharvaveda, 1: 455; Bloomfield: "Charm to procure immunity from all disases," Hymns 
45, 600; and Whitney-Lanman:" Against various diseases," Artharva-veda-saTtJhitQ, Pt. 2, 549. 



'IEXTUAL ANNOTATIONS 161 

head-disease" 80 at KausS 32.18-19; and at AVS 2.32, SayaQa counts it as 
among the ariholirigagaiJa, 'list of hymns characterized by the word arihas.' 

Although this charm may not be a true composite hymn, 81 as exact par-
allels are not found elsewhere, nevertheless, from the refrains, we notice 
conflations which could allow us to interpret its structure as follows: 

A. Verses 1-5, an original charm to remove various head-diseases. 
B. Verses 6-9 added, which retain the last piida of the refrain, but vary the 

penultimate piida to include the internal disease-entities: takman, yak~ma, balasa, 
the causes of yak~ma, jaundice and Apva. 

C. Verses 10-12, 19-20, a second charm devoted specifically to the expulsion 
of pain-causing demons by way of the penis and the anus. Verse 10 provides the 
link to B and begins the new charm which concentrates on the removal of the 
poisons of the yak~mas. 

D. Verses 13-18, a third charm concerned principally with the eradication of 
the various pain-causing demons through the anus. 

E. Verses 21-22 are added to tie the entire charm together. 

The link between C and D would be provided, in the redactor's mind, by 
the word bl1a, '(anal) orifice,' in verse 11. In other words, he inserted the 
third charm (verses 13-18) where he did, and not after verses 19 and 20, 
in order to keep the reference to bl1a intact. The final redaction, therefore, 
could have allowed medical incantations, not previously encountered, to 
be brought together and included in the book of the Atharvaveda, which 
contains some of the work's larger hymns. 

VERSE 1 

In a, P(K) 16.74.1 has sfr~aktya'!l; manuscript 'P' as Sau; and in b, P's 
trtfyakam, 'the third,' replaces the obscure vilohittim. At AVS 12.5.23 a 
Brahmar:ta's cow can become headache (Sfr~aktf) when it is milked; and at 
AVS 12.2.19, 20, Sfr~aktfis said to have been wiped off and settled on to 
a pillow (upabtirhaJJa); cf. also AVS 1.12.3. SuUtt 20.3 and 6 mention that 
kar~Jasiila is one of twenty-eight types of ear-disease and that it is char-
acterized by severe aching in the ear-region and inside the tympanum 
(verse 6: samfraiJa~ srotragato 'nyathacara~ samantata~ siilamatfva kar~Jayo~, 
... sa kar~Jasiila~ kathito duracarah; cf. also AH Utt 17.12.13 and Wise, 
287). The exact meaning of the word vilohittim is uncertain. On etymological 
grounds, i.e. l6hita, 'red,' 'blood' plus vi, 'without,' 'away,' scholars have 
suggested various translations: Zimmer (378) and Griffith (455) posit a type 
of inflammation, perhaps, erysipelas; Henry: "la decomposition du sang," 
explaining, "il peut s' agir du sang qui se decompose et se transforme en 
pus?" (105, 142); Bloomfield, suggesting that it may be related to l6hita, 
'blood-flow' (SayaQa), found at AVS 6.127.1 (136, above), renders: "flow 

80 sirorogiidisaroabhai~ajye karmaJ1i; cf. KeSa.va: saroabhai~jyam ucyate. 
81 On composite hymns in the Atharoaveda, see Bloomfield, The Atharoa-veda, 37, 43. P 

divides the charm rather arbitrarily into two equal hymns: 16.74 and 16.75. 
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of blood"; and because it is in the head, the flow may be from the nose 
(45, 600, 657); Whitney-Lanman: "anaemia" (549); and Filliozat merely 
outlines what has already been said about the word (La doctrine, 106). See 
also J. Narten, St.II., 5 j 6: 162 n. At A VS 12.4.4 it is said to originate from 
cow-dung. Because the healer is requesting the various head diseases to 
come out (bah{r), we are inclined to favor the rendering "outflowing of 
blood"; and as cow-dung is emitted from an anal orifice, so also, it is 
implied that the demonic vilohitti should be eliminated from an orifice. 

VERSE 2 

In b, P 16.74.2 reads suktivalsam, 'a shell-like branch (of the head),' i.e. 
'an ear?' (cf. Barret, AOS, 9: 76, AVS 6.127.3 n) and vil6hitam (see verse 
1). ktinku~ebhya~ is obscure, but may refer to the inside of the body (see 
MWSED, s.v.) or a part of the head (Filliozat, La doctrine, 122; Zimmer 
suggests a part of the ear, 378). The word u~a can have the meaning 'cavity 
of the ear' (MWSED, s.v.); in which case, ktinJa may refer to the outer ear 
and ktinku~a the inner part of the ear. On vistilpaka'!l (Roth-Whitney: vis-
tilyakam), 'a cutaneous swelling,' see chapter on baliisa (32-33, above) and 
AVS 6.127.1 n. Griffith renders it by "throbbing pain" and comments that 
it may also be regarded as "the disease that causes throbbing pain or piercing 
pain in various parts of the body" (455 n). Henry suggests: "la douleur 
inflammatoire" (106) and Zimmer: "das Reissen" (378). Because of its oc-
currence with balasa (swelling) and other words signifying' abscess,' 'tumor,' 
etc. at AVS 6.127.1 and verse 20 below, we are inclined to consider it also 
as an 'abscess,' 'pustule,' or 'boil' which is located on the head, perhaps 
in and around the ear and which causes extreme pain. 

VERSE 3 

In b, P 16.74.4 has niisata, 'from the nose,' for kanJatti. In a, the phrase 
yasya het6~, literally, 'because of which,' is difficult to render. Henry's sug-
gestion that yasya refers to the idea of mantra in the verb mantrayiimahe, 
rather than to rogti'!l, in c, seems quite probable (142; cf. also Bloomfield, 
45). The idea, therefore, seems to be: because of that charm with which 
we charm out of you every head-disease .. 

VERSE 4 

In ab, P 16.74.3 reads as Sau (Raghu Vira has krootu in ab). Deriving the 
obscure pram6tam from the root mii, 'to bind,' muta, 'bound,' Zimmer con-
jectures that on the basis of context, it means 'deaf,' which is followed by 
most translators (see Henry, 106, 142; Griffith, 456; Bloomfield, 45-46, 
601); yet, he points out that it may also have the meaning 'dumb,' citing 
Latin mutus (English, 'mute'; cf. also Sanskrit mUka, 'mute,' 'dumb') as a 
possible cognate (378 n). This latter suggestion is adopted by Whitney-
Lanman (550) and Filliozat (La doctrine, 106). As Henry (142) and Whitney-
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Lanman (550) have noticed the word seems to be a corrupted form, yet it 
is found also in P. Because of the many problems surrounding this word, 
we can only posit a conjectural meaning of 'deaf' or 'mute' because of the 
following word andhti7!1, 'blind.' 

VERSE 5 

For ab, P 16.74.5 reads: sfr~aroga'!l arigaroga'!l visvtirigfna'!l visalyaka'!l 
(or visalpaka'!l}, "the disease of the head, the disease of the limbs [and] the 
visalyaka (visalpaka) affecpng all the limbs." In a, it is clear that ytik~ma is 
to be understood: at A VS 5.30.8, the healer states that he has exorcised 
the ytik~ma, which gives fever to the limbs, from the sick man's limbs 
(n{ravocam ahti7!1 ytik~mam tirigebhyo arigajvarti'!l ttiva); and at AVS 5.30.9, 
the ytik~ma, which causes cutting pain in the limbs, fever to the limbs and 
affliction to heart, is forced by the healer's charm to fly far away like a 
hawk (arigabhed6 arigajvar6 ytis ca te hrdaytimayti~, ytik~ma~ syenti iva 
prapaptad vtica stiqhti~ parastaram; P 9.13.9 reads: Sfr~arogam arigaroga7!1, in 
a and nutta~, 'driven away,' in d and for a, cf. P 16.74.5, above); cf. also 
A VS 19 .44.2. Filliozat speculates that the compound arigabhedti, in a, de-
notes, "section des membres," which "peut done designer les mutilations 
spontanees que provoque la Iepre. . ." (La doctrine, 90). It would appear 
rather that arigabhedti refers to a breaking apart of the limbs or cutting pain 
in the entire body, brought about by the disease-demon ytik~ma. Filliozat 
also suggests that arigajvarti might be a local fever of lymphangitis (ibid.). 
It is important to note that -jvara, 'fever,' in this compound, does not have 
the same meaning as takmtin; it simply indicates an intense and localized 
heat or inflammation. For ytik~ma and vistilpaka in association with head-
disease, see verses 2 and 3, above. 

VERSE 6 

For cd, P 16.7 4.6 reads: takmtina'!l sila'!l riira'!l ca ta'!l te nirmantraytimahe, 
"We charm out of you that chilly and deliriously hot takman." Cf. AVS 
5.22.10; see also AVS 1.25.4; 5.22.7, 13 and 19.39.10. 

VERSE 7 

For anustirpaty, in a, Raghu Vira at P(K) 16.74.7 reads: anusarpatv, 'let 
crawl along' (Bar. as Sau.; K manuscript: na sarpantv); for b, manuscript P 
is as Sau (K: a tho ye 'nu gavin ike, "and who crawls along the two gavfnikti"; 
and for c: baltisam antararigebhyo, "the baltisa from within the limbs"). On 
the difficult word gavfnike, see AVS 1.3.6 n. The doubly accented anttir-
tirigebhyo is odd. Bloomfield suggests the emendation: anttirarigebhyo (601). 
If we read the text as it is printed (cf. pada-text: jantti~jtirigebhya~j) the 
meaning seems to be 'from within the limbs,' rather than, 'from the inner 
limbs' (cf. Bloomfield, 46, 601; and Whitney-Lanman, 550). 
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VERSE 8 

In a, P(K) 16.74.8 has yat. Here balasa has a definite connection to various 
emotional states. 

VERSE 9 

P 16.74.9 replaces b with c of Sau; and in cd, reads: yak~ma'!l te sarva'!l 
angebhyo bahir nirmantrayamahe. In this way, the P avoids the troublesome 
apvil, for which, see 46, above. In c, yak~modham, suggests a producer or 
causer of ytik~ma. This is the only occurrence of such a compounded form 
of ytik~ma. The only cause of ytik~ma that the Vedic Indians seem to have 
noticed was "sin" or "transgression," for which the gods sent the affliction 
(see chapter on ytik~ma, 13, above). If this is the meaning which the poet 
wishes to convey, it is possible that anttir atmtino could signify the more 
metaphysical notion of "self" (cf. Bloomfield, 46). In this way, it could 
refer to some undesirable psychic state, which encourages ytik~ma to take 
up his abode in the body. Note the mention of the emotional states in the 
previous verse. We may also construe yak~modham as 'the seat of ytik~ma' 
(MWSED, s.v.); in which case, anttir atmtino would imply the sense of 'from 
within the body' (cf. verse 7 n). It should be pointed out, however, that 
dha (dha), from root dhti, 'to put,' generally has an active sense, i.e. 'putter,' 
'doer,' 'causer,' etc. 

VERSE 10 

Based on manuscript 'P,' P 16.74.10 reads as Sau (K has (sa) aso balaso 
bhavan, 'that ash being balasa'). We can notice a definite pun on aso in 
balaso. asa, 'ash,' in this context, may, as Henry suggests, have the wider 
sense of "excrement" (142); in which case, the producer of disease is turned 
into feces and urine and evacuated from the body; or it may refer to the 
crusty state of the swelling, which the healer requests to become like dry 
grass and to blow away (see AVS 6.14.3; cf. Karambelkar, The Atharva-
Veda and The Ayur-Veda, 220). In b, amaytit has been discussed both by 
Hoffmann (Aufsiitze, 1: 292) and Narten (St.II, 5/6: 155-56). The two 
meanings arrived at are: "das Schmerzverursachende" (Hoffmann) and 
"was weh tut" (Narten). Hoffmann's definition is perhaps best, since Nar-
ten's "what aches" implies a part of the body: surely the healer did not 
desire that to tum into urine; rather it is the agent of the pain, which, in 
c, is indicated by the neuter vi~tim, 'poison'; elsewhere, the pain is caused 
by ytik~ma (P 2.49.1, 2; 50.1, ibid., 156), whose poison is being expelled. 
The healer then requests the venom-like poison of all ytik~mas to become 
urine and to be discharged from the body. 

VERSE 11 

P begins a new hymn with this verse. In a, P(K) 16.75.1 reads nir dhavatu, 
which is synonymous with the Sau reading; manuscript 'P' as Sau; and in 
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b: kahiivala'!l; manuscript 'P' as Sau. At A VS 1.3.8, there occurs the word 
vastibila, 'bladder-orifice,' which, Bloomfield suggests, is the probable 
meaning of bila'!l, in a (601). The obscure word ktfhiibiiha'!l appears to be 
onomatopoeic and, like btfl at AVS 1.3, may be construed as a type of 
adverb (cf. also Whitney-Lanman, 550). It could also be taken as an ac-
cusative, referring to a disease-entity, manifesting this sound, while being 
directed to stream forth out of the stomach. Since at AVS 1.3, urine is 
released through the vastibila (bladder-orifice) with the sound bQz, it seems 
reasonable to assume that the disease-entities, in verses 13-18, would be 
released through the bz1a, i.e. anus, with the sound ktfhiibiiha, the rumbling 
noise in the bowels, or perhaps the noise of passing wind, i.e. flatulence 
(cf. Mayrhofer, Wb, 1: 206). 

VERSE 12 

In a, between te and klomna~, P 16.75.2 inserts pari which, as noticed 
by Whitney-Lanman, rectifies the meter (551). For cd, P reads as Sau 
9cd, above. 

VERSE 13 

In d, P 16.75.3 reads dravanti. ar~aiJIIJ, from the root r~, 'to thrust,' 'to 
surge,' with prati, 'against,' signifies literally, 'those [pains] who thrust or 
surge against [the skull (miirdhana'!l)],' and therefore, seem to refer to the 
throbbings or poundings in the head, which accompany a severe headache 
and which give the sensation that the head is about to split open. The 
notion of "piercing pain" (Mayrhofer, Wb, 1: 125) does not quite capture 
the complete significance of the word. This verse appears to begin a series 
of verses (13-18) by which the healer, althoug\) perhaps not in the most 
systematic manner, works from the head downwards expelling the demons 
out of the body, through the orifice (baa), i.e. the anus (making the sound, 
kiihiibiiha!). See also Narten, St.II, 5/6: 158, 163 n. 

VERSE 14 

Based on manuscript 'P', in a, P 16.75.4 has upasarpanty, '[who] creep 
toward' (Raghu Vira as Sau); and in b, Henry suggests the emendation, 
uttanvanti, '[qui] distendent' (106, 142). 

VERSE 15 

P 16.75.5 reads as Sau; but in b, K manuscript has anudak~anti '[who] 
grow along' (Barret mentions that dak~anti may well be emended to rak~anti, 
AOS, 9: 77). 

VERSE 16 

In b, P 16.75.6 reads: vak~a1Jiibhya~. vak~a1Jiisu, in the plural, refers to 
the breast, abdomen or chest (see, Mayrhofer, Wb, 3: 121-22). Literally, 
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the first line would be rendered: "[Let] the pangs, who, moving across, 
surge forth in your breast." The idea, as suggested by P's reading of vak~a
rJabhya~, seems to indicate that the internal pains go across the chest or 
abdomen. 

VERSE 17 

Based on manuscript 'P,' P 16.75.7b reads: antrarJi (K has antrati?) yo-
paganti (K: yapayanti) ca, "and who disturb the bowels (or "which cause 
the bowels to go")." This, as Lanman suggests, may have the same sense 
as "causing the bowels to move" or "producing diarrhea" does in English 
(551). Rather than twisting the bowels (Bloomfield, 47), antrarJi mohdyanti 
ca has more of the idea of bewildering or confounding the bowels, i.e. 
those causing irregular evacuations. pada a points to parasitic worms. 

VERSE 18 

In a, P 16.75.8 has 'nusarpanti '[who] crawl along.' 

VERSE 19 

In b, P 16.75.9 has saha which is probably a corruption of tdva. Manuscript 
'P' has roparJasa~. Zimmer has understood maddyanti to mean "paralyze 
(Uihmen)" (379), which is followed by Bloomfield (47, cf. also Henry, 43). 
Literally, it means 'intoxicate,' which suggests rather the sense of causing 
the limbs to move irregularly, as a drunken man's legs cause him to stagger. 
Zimmer (379), Henry (107) and Griffith (457) posit the meaning "colic" 
for roparJas. Derived from the root rup, 'to pain,' it has rather the more 
general sense of 'those causing pain,' i.e. painers (cf. Bloomfield, 47, and 
Whitney-Lanman, 551; cf. roparJaJcii, which, at AVS 1.22.4, are yellow birds 
which carry away the undesired yellowness or jaundice of the patient). 

VERSE 20 

For visalpdsya, P 16.75.10 has visalyasya (Raghu Vira: visalpasya). For 
ab, manuscript 'P' reads: visalpakas vidradhas ratikaras valako~ (?) visalpd 
is merely a variant form of visdlpaka in verse 2 above, for which, see chapter 
on balasa, 32-33, above. Likewise for vidradhd, see chapter on balasa and 
A VS 6.127.1 n, 136, above. For vatikard, which is a variant of vatfkrta, see 
AVS 6.44; 6.109 and the section on "Flesh wounds characterized by. bleed-
ing," 75-78, above. In b, alaj{has a close parallel in the later medical texts: 
alajt; which signifies a pustule (pi taka) located on joints, genitals and fleshy 
parts (AHNiSth 10.25-26; see also CaSuSth 17.83, 88. At SuNiSth 6.17-
18, 14.7, and Utt 2.8, two types of alajzare indicated: that which is found 
on the penis and that occurring at the margin of the iris). Whether alaj{ in 
our text has the same meaning as alajz in the medical text is difficult to 
know for sure; but it seems very likely. J. Chowdhury, however, maintains 
that it is in fact a kind of boil, occurring in any part of the body, which 
resembles a vidradhi (abscess), but smaller OBORS, 17: 38-39); and similarly 
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Filliozat states that it is not a disease, but a morbid form known as "phlyc-
tene" (vesicle) (La doctrine, 102). Since it is found along with visalpa and 
vidradhti, which are types of abscesses or skin-swellings, we also are inclined 
to consider alaj{ as such, perhaps one which is smaller in size. Henry reads 
btilaji; having in mind, perhaps a child's disease (107; cf. Bloomfield, 602). 
Griffith (458) and Bloomfield (47, 602), referring to Wise (296), consider it 
to be an eye disease. 

VERSE 21 

After te, in a, P 16.75.11 has gulphabhyiil!l, 'from the ankles,' and janghii-
bhyiil!l (wanting in manuscript 'P'), 'from the shanks'; after janubhyiil!l, 
iirubhyiil!l, 'from the thighs'; and in cd, between U~IJ!nabhya~ and sfr~IJO, it 
has grfvabhyas, 'from the neck' and skandhebhyas, 'from the shoulders.' On 
bhal!lsasa~, see A vs 2.33.5 n, 107, above. In cd, U~IJ!nabhya~ sfr~IJO r6gam 
may also be rendered as one unit "the affliction from the head [and] from 
the nape of the neck." 

VERSE 22 

In b, P 16.75.12 has vidu~, which should be vidhu~; for the second line, 
P. 16.75.12 reads: udyan siirya iidityo angiini romal!l nakhiini sarvii!Ji siidaniiny 
anfnasat [manuscript 'P' has: ... iidityo rogam (?) anfnasat, " ... the son 
of Aditi . . . has destroyed the affliction(?)"]. "Arising, the son of Aditi, 
the sun, has destroyed all the exhaustings(?)-the limbs, hair [and] nails(?)." 
In a, the word sal!!, being unconnected, seems odd. Henry suggests that 
the verb anfnasam should be supplied and translates: "[J'ai] rajuste" (107, 
143). Its primary meaning, 'together,' implies, in this context, a 'healthy' 
or 'sound' condition of the body; thus it may stand alone. vidhu~ could 
either be from the root vidh, 'to be destitute,' i.e. meaning the moon (see 
Wackemagel-Debrunner, Altindische Grammatik, 2: 476) or from the root 
dhii, 'to shake,' plus vi, i.e. 'to agitate,' which suggests the more specific 
sense of 'flutter' or 'palpitation,' rather than the more general one of 'beat' 
(see Whitney-Lanman, 552). This, however, implies that the Vedic Indians 
could distinguish irregular heart beats! At A VS 2.32.1, both the rising and 
the setting sun (iiditya) are requested to destroy the worms in cows with 
their rays; and at A VS 1.22.1 (cf. ~V 1.50.11-12), the sun (surya) is asked 
to remove hrddyota (hrdroga) and jaundice. The notion of the rising sun 
points to the fact that the most auspicious time for the performance of the 
ritual was early morning (cf. KausS 32.19). 

Notes to ~V 10.162 

Translators generally agree that ~V 10.162 is a hymn against a demonic 
disease which destroys the embryo (i.e. miscarriage, abortion).82 SiiyaD-a, 

82 Griffith: "The subject is the prevention of abortion. . . . Stanzas 1, 2 are directed against 
disease, and 3-6 against evil-spirits which attack women who are about to become mothers," 
Hymns of the ~gveda, 2: 615; Hillebrandt: "Gegen Krankheit des Embryo"; "Dii.monen aus-
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following the SaroanukramaiJi; states that its meter is anu~tubh, its r~i's name 
is Ra~ohan, son of Brahmal).a; and the AnukramaiJI specifically mentions 
that it is used in the atonement for a miscarriage.83 BD 8.65-66 states that 
it is addressed to the rak~as-slaying Agni and that it is known to be used 
as a prayer-consecration for miscarriage.84 ~gvidhana 4.17-18 prescribes it 
in a rite to secure the successful birth of a child which otherwise may have 
been aborted. 

VERSE 1 

There is some difficulty in rendering cd (likewise, ab of verse 2). Basically, 
there is a syllable missing in c (a of verse 2). The problem may involve the 
word timlvii. Geldner, following Oldenberg (Noten, 2: 361), has construed 
it as an instrumental, "mit Krankheit" (389-90, he also, however, suggests 
that it may be in apposition to dur~JamQ), thus reading, timlva-a. Sayal).a 
merely glosses it as a nominative singular: "that rak~asa which has the form 
of disease" ( ya~ rak~aso amlva rogariipa~ san). Filliozat, following the sug-
gestion of Hillebrandt (126), renders dur~Jama as adjectival to timlvti, but 
understands timlva to be a nominative feminine singular in apposition to 
ytis: "etant maladie, ayant un nom sinistre" (107). Renou, agreeing with 
Filliozat, attempts to explain the form of timlvaby saying: "timfva: mas. en-
van- secondairement fait sur amlva-catana et htin?" (EVP, 16: 174). This 
suggestion is appealing; but the stem timlvan is not found elsewhere in the 
~g- or Atharoa-Vedas. It seems possible to construe both timlva and 
dur~Jama in apposition to ytis, with the missing syllable remaining or perhaps 
supplied by ca. Ultimately, we learn that ytis relates to ttitt~, in verse 2c, 
whic~ in tum refers to kravyadam, 'the flesh-eater' in 2d. Sayal).a explains 
dunJiimii as the disease called hemorrhoids (arsiikhyo roga~). Geldner how-
ever suggests: "dessen Name Ungliick bringt und nicht in dem Mund ge-
nommen wird, weil er ausgesprochen den Damon ruft, also ominos. Es 
bezeichnet hier den Damon, der die Leibesfrucht schadigt" (389-90). 
Geldner is quite right to consider dur~Jaman as a demon which damages 
the embryo. It is, however, a particular type of evil-named one, i.e. it is a 
flesh-eater who acts like timlvti, entering the domestic abode and causin~ 
bodily decay and destruction similar to that of the kti!Jva-demon of A VS 
2.25 and other evil-named demons who destroy the embryo and cause 
abortion, mentioned at AVS 8.6. 

treibung (Against the disease of the Embryo; the expulsion of demons)"; Lieder des 1!-gveda, 
126; Geldner:" 'Gegen den Beschiidiger der Leibesfrucht.' ... In Wahrheit ist es eine Besch-
wOI'ung des den Fi:itus ti:itenden Diimons (Against the harmer of the womb. . . . In reality it 
is an exorcism of the foetus-killing demon)," Der Rigveda, 3: 389; Renou: "Contre le demon 
qui detruit l'embryon," EVP, 16: 174 (notes only); and Filliozat: "Demons et avortement," La 
doctrine, 107. 

83 Anu: brahma1Jil ~a4 brtlhmo rak~ohi garbhasarrrsrive priya§cittam inu~tubharrr hi; Saya~a: 
. . . sUktam inu~tubham. brahmaputra ra~hi nima~i~. 

114 Vs. 65cd: riik~oghnigneyam ity uktarrr yat tvetad brahma~Jeti tu. Vs. 66ab: sravatim api 
garbhll1Jilrrr d~tarrr tad anumantra7Jam. 
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VERSE 2 

ab r_nay be explained as verse led, above. In d, Sayat;1a understands 
kravyadam as "that flesh-eater beginning with the rtik~asa-demons" (mtil!l-
sasinal!l rtik~asadikal!l). At AVS 8.6.6 the flesh-eater is listed along with 
other evil-named ones who kill the embryo and who, in turn, are destroyed 
by the tawny-colored baja-plant (i.e. mustard, Sayat;1a; or perhaps, both 
pinga and baja are meant, cf. AVS 8.6.20, 24) (anujighral!l pramrsantal!l 
kravyadam uta rerihd'm, arayti7!' chvaki~kl1JO bajaiJ pingo anfnasat; P 16.79.6 
same as Sau). Cf. also A VS 8.6.23: ya amal!l mti7!'sam adanti pauru~eyal!l ca 
ye krav{IJ, garbhan khadanti kesavas tan ito nasayamasi, "We make perish 
from here those hairy ones who consume raw meat and human flesh and 
who eat embryos" [P 16.81.5cd reads: ... arayan asya bha7!'saso mu~kayor 
apa hanmasi, "from her bha7!'sas (see, AVS 2.33.5 n, 107, above) (and) from 
(her) two pudenda, we beat away the evil spirits" (cf. AVS 3.6.5cd)]. 

VERSE 3 

Sayat;1a considers that in this verse there are three stages of embryonic 
development culminating in the birth of a child: 1. The flowing (embryo), 
i.e. the going forth in the form of semen; 2. the embryo which is established 
there (in the womb); 3. the embryo accustomed to moving about, which 
arises after three months with all of its limbs intact; and finally, the child 
born in ten [lunar] months (. . . patantal!l retoriipe1Ja gacchantal!l tadan-
antaral!l tatra . . . ni~ldantal!l ca garb hal!' . . . tato masatrayadiirdhval!l prap-
tasarvavayaval!l . . . sarpa7Jas7lal!l ca garbhal!l . . . dasasu mase~iitpannal!l 
... sisul!l . .. ). Most translators agree with Sayat;1a's interpretation of the 
latter phases, but disagree concerning the first stage. The root pat generally 
has the meaning, 'to fly,' 'to jump,' 'to rush on' in the I_{V (see Renou, EVP, 
13: 125; 16: 174); in which case, patayantal!l could imply the sense of the 
semen which 'flies upwards' or 'leaping,' referring to the passage of the 
semen via the vagina to the uterus, as Sayat;1a suggests (see also Hillebrandt, 
127, and Geldner, 390). This interpretation may also receive some support 
from A VS 8.6.20 where the notion of the flowing embryo and the fixed 
embryo appear to be mentioned: "Let the two powerful medicines (baja 
and pinga, see verse 24) which are to be worn in the undergarments, protect 
[and] preserve (P) the embryo which has flown about and which is fixed, 
so that it may not drop" [parisr~fal!l (P 16.81.1, Sayat;1a and Whitney-
Lanman, Pt. 2, 497 read: parisi~fam, 'remained') dharayatu (preferable is 
P's dharayattil!l) yad dhital!l mava padi tat, garbhal!l ta ugrau rak~attil!l bhe~ajau 
nlvibharydu]. The root pat also has the meaning, 'to fall' i.e. patayanta7!', 
'falling,' which is proposed by Ludwig and R. Miiller ("Medizin im l_{g-
Veda," 342). Similarly, Filliozat: "qui est en train de descendre" (La doctrine, 
107). The exact significance of "falling" or "descending" with respect to 
the earliest stage of embryonic development is, however, not completely 
clear. It could suggest, as Filliozat states, the passage of the fetus into the 
pelvic canal where a prolonged labor could kill it (ibid., 108). It would 
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appear that evidence for stages of embryonic development may, in fact, 
be present, but only in the most obvious form. The "leaping" and "settled" 
embryo suggests copulation and impregnation, the embryo which "moves 
about," the stage when the foetus begins to kick and move, and finally, 
the birth. In piida c, the death of the newly born infant, suggests a "stillborn" 
child. References to a "stillborn" baby are found at AVS 8.6.18, where 
there occurs the mention of the demon who causes the embryo to be born 
dead ( ytis . . . gtirbhaf!! . . . jiittif!! . . . miirtiyiiti . . . ); and at A VS 8.6.26, 
where the specific mention of a 'stillborn' child (martavatsam) occurs. 

VERSE 4 

At A VS 8.6.8, the flesh-eater (kravyadam, cf. verse 2 above) is called an 
excessive licker (rerihtim). Likewise, at A VS 8.6.3, the healer requests the 
evil-named one not to crawl down between the thighs and states that he 
is preparing the bajti-plant, dispeller of the evil-named one, as medicine 
(. . . iiru mavo sryo 'ntar&', kr1J6my asyai bhe~ajtif!! bajti'!l dur1Jiimacatanam; 
P 16.79.3 as Sau). Finally, at AVS 8.6.13, the healer implores Indra to 
destroy the rtik~as-demons who, after putting the excessive mass (of the 
pregnant woman?) on their shoulders, offer (it), and who spread the wom-
en's hips (with a hand-held hom? cf. verse 14) [yti iitmanam atimiitrtim 
df!!sa iidhaya bfbhrati, strfiJaf!! sro1Jipratod{na {ndra rtik~iif!!si niisaya; for ab, 
P 16.80.5, based on manuscript 'P,' reads as Sau]. Such demons which 
spread women's hips suggest those who separate their thighs as in a. Sayal).a 
also understands this demon to be a rtik~as. 

VERSE 5 

Sayal).a states that it is the rak~asa-demon who becomes the form of a 
brother, of a protector, or of a gallant( ... rak~asa~ . .. bhriitrriipo bhiitvii 
... bhart7J'iipo vii bhiitvii . .. athavii . .. upapatiriipo vii bhiitvii . .. ). We 
find a very similar verse at AVS 8.6.7: ytis tvii svtipne niptidyate 
bhratii bhiitva piteva ca, bajtis tant sahatiim ita~ klibtiriipiif!!s tin1fna~, "He 
who becomes [like] a brother [or] like a father and lies down with you in 
sleep-may the bajti-plant force hence those who have the form of eunuchs 
and wear diadems" (in a, P 16.79.8 has yas tviif!! supliif!! nipadyate, "who 
lies down with you who are asleep"). Cf. also AVS 8.6.19, where the tawny 
colored plant ( piriga} is requested to drive away, as the wind (does) the 
thundercloud, the Gandharvas who fall to the lot of women, who kill the 
unsuspecting (new-)bom (baby) (d. verse 3 above), and (who) lie with the 
woman who has just given birth [ ye amn6 jiitan miirtiyanti sutikii anuserate, 
stnlJhiigiin pirig6 gandharvan vato abhrtim iviijatu; p 16.80.10 has, in d, 
abhram iva viita ajatu (manuscript 'P': viita iviijatu)]. This verse and its 
parallel at AVS 8.6.7 and at P 16.79.8 shed some light on the sexual ethics 
of the time: evidently there was a good deal of permissiveness; and even 
incest does not seem to have been uncommon. 
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VERSE 6 

Sayax;ta, again, understands this to be a reference to the rak~asa-demons 
who cause the victim to attain bewilderment by (in) the dream-state and 
by (in) sleep[ ... rak~asadi~ . .. svapnavasthaya(0 ayal!!) . .. nidraya(0 ayal!!) 
. . . tval!! . . . mii4hata1!! prapayya . . . ]. Cf. also A VS 8.6.8: ytis tva sva-
ptintll!! tstirati ytis tva d(psati jQgratlm, chayam iva prti tant surya~ 
parikramann anlnasat, "The encircling sun has utterly destroyed, like a 
shadow, those-[the one] who creeps on to you while asleep [and the one] 
who desires to injure you while awake." In ab, P 16.79.7 reads: yas tva[l!!] 
suptal!! carati (K: chinatti?) yas ca . . . , "who wanders about you who are 
asleep and who ... ," and in c as Sau. In a, Sayax;ta reads cartinti for 
tstirati. cd may be understood as "like the encircling sun, a shadow, (so 
also the bajti-plant) has utterly destroyed those ... "(see Whitney-Lanman, 
Pt. 2, 495). Note also the presence of the early idea that the sun revolved 
around the earth, so also Sayax;ta: akase paribhraman. The meaning, 'sleeping' 
for svaptintll!! seems to fit better here than 'dreaming' in the ~V. Neverthe-
less, in both places, the demon attacks and causes damage while the victim 
is asleep (cf. also AVS 8.6.7, verse 5 above). See also Renou, EVP, 16: 174. 

Notes to 2.4 

Most translators consider A VS 2.4 to be a charm against various evils 
or demons, including the disease-demon, v(~kandha, with an amulet made 
from the jarigi4tf-tree.85 Sayana prescribes its use in a rite "for ruining of 
witchcraft, for protecting oneself and for the removing of impediments" 86 

at KausS 42.23. It would appear from the context that the charm may have 
originally been recited during the binding of the amulet which was worn 
to protect one from various demons, including those which could inflict 
bodily harm. 

VERSE 1 

In b, P 2.11.1 reads as Sau (K: rak~ama7J.as, 'protecting ourselves'; note: 
ab is accented in K). cd is wanting in K, but Bh. reads according to Sau. In 
b, Sayax;ta also reads rtik~ama7J.ii1J and glosses it: 'protecting ourselves, i.e. 
on account of self-protection'( ... atmanal!! piilayamaniiiJ . ... atmarak~a7J.ad 

85 Weber: "Jangic;la-Arnulett gegen V~kandha (Reissen?) [jarigiqa-amulet against vi~kandha 
(Rheumatism?))," IS, 13: 140; Griffith: 'The hymn is a charm to win protection and general 
prosperity," Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 1: 45; Bloomfield: "Charm with an amulet derived 
from the jarigiqa tree, against diseases and demons," Hymns, 37, 280; Whitney-Lanman: 
"Against various evils: with a jarigi4ti amulet," Atharva-veda-sa'!lhitii, Pt. 1, 42; Grohmann 
translates vss. 3, 4 in his discussion of the plants jarigi4ti and ku~tha, "Medicinisches aus dem 
Atharva-Veda," IS, 9: 417-18. 

86 krtyadii~a~;~artham, atmarak~artham, vighnasamanartha'!l ca; cf. Ke5ava, atha puru~ahave 
akaryakara~;~ena vighnasamanakarma ucyate (cf. Bloomfield, Hymns, 281) and Darila: "for the 
driving away of pisaca-demons" (pisacacatanam). 
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dhetor ity artha~). Inc, he, along with the pada-text, reads viskandhadu~a1Ja1!1 
and explains it as the one who wards off the obstruction (i.e. trouble) char-
acterized by an impediment to going caused by the demons beginning with 
the rak~as and pisaca or [the trouble] having the form of the drying up of 
the body (=v{skandha) (viskandha~ rak~a~pisacadikrtagatipratibandhatmaka~ 
sarlraso~a1Jarupo va vighna~ tasya nivarakam); and in d, he defines jangi#l!l 
simply as_' a type of tree well known "in Vara:t:tasi' (. . . vrk~avise~o varti1J-
asyti1!1 prasiddha~). jangi# appears to be a plant which is indigenous to 
India (cf. Bloomfield, 280-81, and Grohmann, IS, 9: 417-19). The word 
ma1J{1!1 in c denotes any small perforated object strung on a thread and 
worn on a part of the body (cf. Mayrhofer, Wb, 2: 556-57), but in the 
context with jangifjti, suggests 'amulet,' implying perhaps that it was com-
posed of the precious plant and worn around the neck. Caland, based on 
Darila's commentary to KausS 8.15, 26.43 and 43.23, speculates that the 
plant may have been the arjuna-plant (AZ, 15, 81; cf. also Karambelkar, 
The Atharva-Veda and the Ayur-Veda, 301). Griffith draws the amusing 
analogy with the moly-plant (garlic?) which Hermes gave to Ulysses 
(45 n). 

VERSE 2 

P 2.11.2ab reads as Sau (it is wanting in K). cd is also found at P 7. 7.1 
in reference to an amulet fashioned from darbha-grass. P(K) cd is as Sau; 
0 has sa for ma1Jt'IJ, in e. For the obscure words in ab, Saya:t:ta defines as 
follows: jambhti is either the enemy such as sorceress, etc.; or else, it is the 
name of a kind of tooth, i.e. the chewing caused by a kind of demonic 
tooth(. . . hil!lsakat kftYtide~. yadva jambha iti dantavise~asya tikhyti. rtik~a
sadantavise~akrtat khadantid ity artha~); visarti is the dissolution of the body 
(sarlravisara1Jtit); and abhis6cana is the pain caused by sorceresses (krtYtikrtac 
chokat). Although these names appear to be demonic in character, they 
may, as Saya:t:ta suggests, also imply abnormal bodily states caused by 
them: references to jambhti point to its meaning as 'convulsion,' 'teething,' 
'lock-jaw,' or as Caland, following Saya:t:ta, suggests, "ein Ra~asa ... der 
die Mundsperre ... verursacht" (AZ, 103 n); visarti reflects the sense of 
'tearing or contorting pain'; and abhis6cana, 'a burning or scorching pain.' 
The latter two are derived purely on etymological grounds (see, in particular, 
Filliozat, La doctrine, 106-107; cf. also Weber, 142; Bloomfield, 283-84; 
and Whitney-Lanman, 42). 

VERSE 3 

ab occurs at A VS 1.16.3 which has idtil!l in place of aytil!l in a and b and 
which reads in cd: anina v{sva sasahe ya janani pisacyaJ,., "with that [lead-
amulet (s{sa), see verse 2], I have overpowered all the types of 
pisacl-demon" (P 1.10.2 has jatani in d). In b, P 2.11.3 (verse 2, Barret) 
reads: ayal!l rak~o 'pa (Raghu Vira: rak~an apa) badhate, "It expels the rak~as
demon"; and in d, K has jangi1Ja~, which Barret explains may be a peculiarity 
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of K OAOS, 30: 199). Bh., however, reads as Sau; K has jarigiiJ.a throughout. 
In c, visvabhe~ajo may also, as Sayal).a points out, mean that in which there 
is all (i.e. complete) medicine. The meaning is that it is entirely medicinal 
in character (. . visval!l krtsnal!l bhe~ajal!l yasmin. sakalau~adhatmaka ity 
artha~). 

VERSE 4 

P 2.11.4 reads as Sau. In b, Sayal).a explains mayobhuva as that which 
becomes pleasure (maya iti sukhanama. tad bhavaty asmad iti mayobhii~); 
thus, 'pleasurable' or 'delightful'; and in C, he states that rak~tl'!'Si is a 
synecdoche for the demons beginning with the bhiitas, pretas and pisacas 
(rak~a~sabdopalak~itan bhiitapretapisacadfn). 

VERSE 5 

In ab, P 2.11.5 has saiJ.as (K: khanas) ca tva jarigiqas ca vi~kandhad adhi 
(K: abhi) muflcatam, "Let both the hemp[-cord] [or K: uprooting one (?)] 
and the jarigiqa[-amulet] release you from vi~kandha"; cd is as Sau. We, 
with Sayal).a, understand saiJ.aS to refer to the cord used to bind the amulet 
( ... prasiddha~ maiJ.ibandhanasiitraprakrtibhiita~; cf. KausS 42.23: ... 
mantrokta bandhati, and Weber, 142; Bloomfield, 284 and Whitney-Lanman, 
42). In d, he defines kr~ya as agriculture, i.e. the type of occupation of 
husbandmen (kr~i~ kar~akavyaparavise~a~) and rasebhya~ as a wood con-
sisting of the essence of herbs (o~adhisarabhiitaka~thebhya~). kr~ya. . . ra-
sebhya~, meaning literally, 'the saps of agriculture,' suggests rather the 
sense of best parts of products of the ploughed land, i.e. 'the essences of 
cultivation.' There is some disagreement concerning the origin of the hemp 
and the jarigi4Q. Weber assumes that the hemp was wild-growing, i.e. in 
the forest, and the jarigi# was cultivated in the field (142). Bloomfield, on 
the other hand, supposes the opposite: "The hemp, of course, comes from 
the sap of the furrow; jarigi4ti the tree, from the forest" (284). We have no 
way of knowing for sure which interpretation is correct; however, hemp 
commonly grows in the wild and such an important plant as jarigi4Q may 
well have been cultivated. The parallelism in the verse would tend also to 
support this supposition. 

VERSE 6 

This verse is repeated at AVS 19.34.4. In ab, however, it has the slight 
variant: krtyadu~aiJ.a evayam litho aratidu~aiJ.a~. p 11.3.4 follows 19 .34.4, 
but has krtyadii~aiJ.a va ayam, in a. pada d, as Bloomfield points out, may 
be formulaic (284). Since this verse is not found at P 2.11, Whitney-Lanman 
imply that it may have been added, spoiling the book's normal five verses 
in each hymn (43). Sayal).a explains the import of the verse as describing 
the efficacy of the indicated result accompanied by the praising of the 
amulet (maiJ.e~ prasal!lstipiirvakam abhila~itaphalasadhanatval!l pradar-
syate . .. ). 
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Notes to 3.9 

Most translators consider AVS 3.9 to be a charm against v{~kandha and 
other evils or demons.87 Saya:r;ta prescribes its use "in a rite for the removing 
of impediments" 88 at KausS 43.1-2. Like A VS 2.4, this charm appears from 
the context to have originally been recited during the ritualistic binding 
and consecration of the amulets which include, as verse 6 implies, the 
v(~kandha-ruining, jarigiqa-amulet. 

VERSE 1 

Two parallels to this verse occur at P 3.7.2 and 2.64.3. In a, P(K) 3.7.2 
has: kar~abhasya vi~abhasya (Bh. as Sau); and in d, Bh. reads, along with K 
manuscript, tathapi krJuta puna~, "so also you must produce again." Bar. 
and Raghu Vira emend to read as Sau. P 2.64.3a, however, has kasyapasya 
pratisaro dyau~, "[There is] the cord of Kasyapa; heaven ... ";and in d, it 
reads tathapi (K: tathabhr) krJuta puna~, "so also you must produce it again." 
The two words karstiphasya and visaphtisya are rather obscure. Saya:r;ta ex-
plains them as follows: karstipha is that having hoofs (?) or a small-hoofed 
one, i.e. a wild beast beginning with a tiger (karasaphasya krsasaphasya va 
svapadasya vyaghrade~ ... ), and visaphti is that devoid of hoofs, i.e. black 
snakes, etc., which rival man or one whose hoofs are manifested, i.e. fierce 
cattle, buffaloes, etc. (vigatasaphasya spardhamanapuru~akatasarpade~ vis-
pa~tasaphasya va kriiragomahi~ade~ ... ). These explanations are merely 
guesswork based on fanciful etymologies. Weber, on the other hand, un-
derstands the words to be derived from the root krS, 'to be lean,' and viS, 
'to enter,' plus the suffix (a)pha = (a)bha (see Whitney, Grammar, #1199 
and Wackemagel-Debrunner, 2:745 and 746f.) and translates: "of the 
emaciating one" and "of the piercing one,'' respectively (215). This deri-
vation of the two words receives some support from P(K) 3.7.2. The roots 
involved, however, are kr~, 'to dig' and vi~, 'to subdue,' suggesting that 
kar~abha might mean 'an animal which digs' and vi~abha, 'an animal which 
subdues' (i.e. a poisonous animal). Since, however, the P(K) reading of this 
verse is open to question, this interpretation receives only limited support. 
The PW defines the two terms as goblins or diseases (cf. also Mayrhofer, 
Wb, 1: 176). Whitney-Lanman suggest, although hesitatingly, that they 
appear from the context to be "two varieties of v{~kandha" (so also, Kar-
ambelkar, The Atharva-Veda and the Ayur-Veda, 272). P 2.64.3a, however, 
implies the kasyapa is an amulet which is bound to the patient by means 
of a pratisara, 'cord' or 'string' (cf. also Kasyapa as the author of a medicinal 

87 Weber: "Spruch gegen V~kandham (Charm against vi~kandha)," IS, 17: 215; Griffith: 
"The hymn is a charm against V~kandha or Rheumatism," Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 1: 91; 
Bloomfield: "Against vi~kandha and ktlbava (hostile demons)," Hymns, 67, 339; and Whitney-
Lanman: "Against v(~kandha and other evils," Atharva-veda-saPr~hiti, Pt. 1, 98. 

88 vighna5amanakanna7Ji; d. Ke5ava: punar vighna5amanam ucyate and Darila: pisiicanasanaPr~, 
'for the destruction of the pisiica-demons.' 
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hymn at AVS 2.33.7). By analogy, therefore, karstipha and visapha may 
also be types of amulets which were divinely given and must be divinely 
removed (or, if we read api, along with P, in d: they must repeatedly be 
prepared). It follows that they would have been auspicious because else-
where we find that medicinal herbs are said to have had heaven as their 
father and earth as their mother (see AVS 8.7.2 and 3.23.6; cf. also Bloom-
field, 339-40). It seems possible, therefore, given the context of the entire 
hymn, that karstipha and visaphti were auspicious elements, perhaps vegetal 
amulets. We may, also, propose on the basis of P 3.7.2 and 2.64.3 the 
reading of api (or abhi) in d. In this way, the verse may be understood as 
consecrating two vegetal amulets by imposing on them divine parentage 
and by requesting the gods, who once produced them, to do the same 
again now for the purpose of the rite. 

VERSE 2 

In a, P 3.7.3 has: as1e~mtf7Jo; and in c, K has k~i7Jomi, 'I destroy.' In a, 
Sayai;ta also reads as1e~ma7Jo and, basing himself on KausS 43.1, 2, explains 
it as "people unaffected by hindrances, i.e. void of the attainment of the 
effects desired [by the hindrances]; or else, gods with divine bodies devoid 
of [material] bodies defiled by the three do~as ('humors') characterized by 
phlegm and who bear (=adhtfrayan) the amulet made from the aralu-tree 
and the staff, etc. for the purpose of calming the hindrances" (. . . 
asli~ttfl] vighnair abhimataktfryasarttprtfptisiinytf jantfl]. . . . yadvtf s1e~mo
palak~itatrido~adii~ita5an-rarahittfl] divyadehtf devtfl]. . . . vighnasamantfya 
araluvrk~aviktframa7Jirtt da7Jqtfdikartt ca dhrtavanta~). Weber renders the word 
"without nooses" (a-sre~mano) and explains that the injured one is covered 
firmly and laced around with bonds (verses 3, 4) of hemp (A VS 2.4.5). 
Continuing, he states: ". . . dadurch wird die Krankheit gebunden, ihrer 
mascula virtus beraubt, gerade wie die Castration der Ochsen durch Ab-
binden, Abschniiren den Hoden herbeigefiihrt wird ... " (216). This sug-
gestion receives some support from Griffith (92) and Whitney-Lanman 
(98). Bloomfield offers another purely conjectural translation: "Without 
fastening they (the protecting plants) held fast ... " (67, 340). Karambelkar 
renders: "Without fastenings they held it" and offers a completely different 
interpretation: he assumes without question that the word v{~kandham (in 
c) is formed from vi + skandha and that skandha in the first instance means 
"shoulder (the joint with muscles)" and secondarily "all the joints with 
their muscles." In this way, the fastenings would be the muscles and the 
phrase a5re~ma7Jo adhtfrayan would mean: "the joints were hanging loose 
without support from the muscles." The treatment for such a condition, 
therefore, involved the tying of the joints with the amulet of jarigiqa or 
aralu in the same way that the hull's testicles, which are about to be cas-
trated, are tied. In support of his interpretation, he quotes from vaguely 
related passages in the Susruta- and Caraka-Sartthittfs, all but one of which 
he has identified (The Atharva-Veda and The Ayur-Veda, 272-74). The prin-
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cipal meaning of asre~mano, as we gather from the P and SiiyaJ;la, is 'without 
bonds,' 'without fasteners.' From the context, it would appear that the 
charm was recited while the healer bound an amulet which had the power 
to destroy various demons. For this reason, it is unlikely that the "fasteners" 
referred either to people, gods, bands of hemp, or unsupported joints. They 
may, however, refer to vegetal amulets which Manu had once, in the distant 
past, bound without the use of thread. On Manu's possible connection 
with an Atharvavedic rite, compare ~V 1.80.16. 

VERSE 3 

In b, P 3.7.4 has: yadti badhnati; and in c, K manuscript has sravasya~ 
(Raghu Vira: sravasyu~, 'swift'); Bh. sravasya~. For the obscure 
khfgala~, Saya:t:ta, on the strength of ~V 2.39.4 where the word has the 
meaning, 'armor,' glosses it as "protection for the body" (tanutra7Jam). We-
ber conceives it to be related to kharju (root kharj), 'itching,' 'scratching,' 
'biting'; and thus it is a brush for scratching (217). Bloomfield accepts the 
explanation of Sayana, and, on the authority of KausS 43.1, where an 
amulet from the wood of the aralu-tree is tied to the possessed one by 
means of a reddish brown thread, understands it to mean a "talisman" 
(67, 339-40). On the same basis, T. Chowdhury further equates it with 
da7Jqa and defines it as 'stick' GBORS, 17: 67). Cf. also Kuiper, who derives 
it from a proto-Munda word *ya-4a plus the prefix *ker and defines it as 
'stock' (Mayrhofer, Wb, 1: 310-11). Because it was bound on to the red 
thread, and because of the mention of this practice at KausS 43.1, one 
would tend to favor the interpretation of an amulet, perhaps in the form 
of a stick or stock. In c, Saya:t:ta, like P(Bh), reads sravasyti~ for the difficult 
sravasyu~ and understands it to be a food (?) (srava ity annanama. btilariipam 
annam arhati ... ). Weber assumes it to refer to a greedy demon who is 
eager for glory (216-17). On the strength of the P(K) reading sravasya~ 
(sravasyu~), from root sru, 'to flow,' sravasyu~ has been rendered as 'flow-
ing' or perhaps 'fleeting,' which brings to mind the notion of an apparition 
(cf. verse 4, and Whitney-Lanman, 98). On the general fiery sense of su~
mam, see Bloomfield, ZDMG, 48: 574. ktibavtim is also obscure. Saya:t:ta 
explains it as "a hindrance related to the kabu, which is a ferocious animal 
with a spotted color" (kabu~ karburavar~Ja~ kriira~ prti1J[ tatsa~bandhfvigh
na~ ktibava~). Weber suggests that it may be onomatopoeic for groaning 
(217). Mayrhofer states that it might be the "name of a certain evil spirit" 
and that the connections with the Slavic words meaning protecting-spirit 
are hardly correct (Wb, 1: 199). Although its exact meaning is unknown, 
it would appear from the context to be an inauspicious name or a demon 
whom, like v{~kandha, the healer, by the use of the bound wooden amulet, 
hoped to make devoid of harmful power. In d, bandhura~ is troublesome. 
Saya:t:ta explains it either as "that amulet [of aralu-wood] bound by us; or 
else, he reads bandhurtiiJ, i.e. the amulet, staff, etc. being carried by us" 
(asmtibhir api bandha~ sa ma1Ji~. . . . yadva bandhura~. . . . bandhurtiiJ as-
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mabhir dhiiryamiirJiiiJ marJidarJqiidaya~ ... ). Weber reads bandhuriiiJ and 
conceives it as "bonds," perhaps referring to the ~gvedic meaning 'strap,' 
or 'strap-material.' He, thus, offers the interpretation that a brush for 
scratching was given to the sick man partially to alleviate his pains; and 
partially, the suffering parts were laced firmly around with ties (217). 
Bloomfield speculates "fastenings" (67 and 341) and Whitney-Lanman 
translates: "binder," quoting Sayar:ta (98). It would appear that it refers to 
an amulet or amulets, as Sayar:ta suggests, which are fastened on to the 
thread and on to the victim, as opposed to those, in verse 2, which are 
"devoid of fasteners." 

VERSE 4 

In a, P(K) 3.7.5 has sravasyavas (K manuscript: sravasyo; Bar: sravasyiis); 
Bh.: sravasyo. Sayar:ta here explains sravasyavas as "people seeking food or 
honor by the conquest of the enemy" (he janiiiJ. . . . srava~ annal?l yaso vii. 
tat satrujayena iitmana icchanta~). On btindhurii, see previous note. Kar-
ambelkar argues that kap{r is the name of a plant, either kapivalli or kapisiika 
and renders cd: "the tying is the effective check of kabavti as kapi (a plant?) 
is that of the dog's bite" (The Atharva-Veda and the Ayur-Veda, 274 and 
notes). It seems, rather, to mean 'monkey' whose noises and commotion 
ward off dogs as the bound amulet does the kabavti-demon. 

VERSE 5 

P(K) 3.7.6, although quite corrupted, has been emended to read ab as 
Sau (following the Roth-Whitney edition). Bh., however, has: ... bhant-
syiimi dii~ayitvii kabavam, ". . . , having ruined kabava, I will bind. . . ." 
In c, Bar. and Raghu Vira have suggested: uttariivanto rathii, 'victorious 
chariots'; Bh. reads as Sau. In a, the Roth-Whitney edition has 
bhartsyami, 'I will revile.' Sayar:ta reads bhatsyami and glosses "I bind" 
(badhniimi; i.e. root bandh) or "I bum" (dlpayiimi; i.e. from root bhand, 'to 
be bright'?). This reading is followed by the Visvesvarananda edition. 
Whitney-Lanman, however, suggest the emendation, bhantsyami, 'I will 
bind,' which we have accepted. In c, Sayar:ta reads udiistivo as one word, 
glossing: "fast horses, i.e.like chariots yoked with horses, looking up ready 
to go" (iisurasva~. gamanonmukhair vegavadbhi~ asvair yuktii rathii iva . . .); 
and in d, he reads cari~yatha, glossing "go as one pleases" ( yathe~{al?l sal?l-
carata). He understands d to mean: "you people being separated from the 
curses, i.e. the abuses caused by the hindrances made by others (i.e. your 
enemies), go as you please" ( ... he janii yiiyal?l ... sapathai~ parakrtair 
vighnanimittair iikrosai~. viyuktiiiJ santa iti se~a~. . . . yathe~tal?l sal?lcarata). 
It might be better, however, to render saptithebhi~, like the previous trans-
lators, as an instrumental of accompaniment, i.e. "along with the curses" 
(see in particular Weber, 217, Bloomfield, 67, and Whitney-Lanman, 99). 
The plural subject of sari~yatha may be the 101 v{~kandhas mentioned in 
verse 6a. In fact, it would make better sense if we reversed 5ab and 6ab 



178 RELIGIOUS MEDICINE 

and then reversed the order of the half-verses in 6, making it verse 5. In 
this way, we would render for verse 5: "Of these [amulets], the [gods] 
originally selected you, the v{~·kandha-ruining amulet. Indeed, for the sake 
of ruining, I will bind you [0, amulet and] I will ruin the kabavti"; verse 6: 
"[likewise,] together with the curses, you, the hundred and one v{~kandhas, 
scattered over the earth, will go forth like speedy chariots." One suspects 
this to be the meaning of the last two verses. 

VERSE 6 

In cd, P 3.7.1 reads te~a'!l ca (Bh: te~an tu) sarve~am idam asti (Bh: astu) 
vi~kandhadii~atJ.am, "and of all those [amulets], this one is vi~kandha-ruin
ing"; or following Bh: "Indeed, of all those [amulets], let this one be vi~
kandha-ruining." For cd, Sayat:ta renders: "For the cessation of the hin-
drances (=te~a'!l), the gods previously drew you, 0 amulet, out (reading: 
ujjahru~). Hence, I bear this amulet fashioned from the aralu-tree" (te~a'!l 
vighnana'!l nivljtaye he matJ.e tvam . . . piirvam ujjahru~ deva uddhljavanta~. 
ata~. . . imam araluvrk~avikara'!l matJ.im. aham api dharayamili vakyase~a~). 
Similarly Bloomfield: "for these ... they brought out thee, the amulet, 
that destroys vi~kandha" (67; d. also Weber, 218 and Griffith, 92). Although 
this is a forced sense of the genitive, the interpretation is possible. One 
would suppose rather that te~a'!l refers to various amulets (see verses 1, 2, 
3) as implied by the P and Whitney-Lanman (99), of which the gods (verse 
1) originally selected the v{~kandha-ruining one which, on the basis of A VS 
2.4.1, was the amulet fashioned from the jarigiqa-plant. On the inauspicious 
number 101, see, in particular, Kuhn, KZ, 13: 128ff. and Griffith, 92 n. 

Notes to 19.34 

Most translators consider A VS 19.34 to be a charm for protection and 
against diseases with the jarigiqa-amulet. 89 Sayat:ta mentions that it, along 
with AVS 19.35, is found at Santikalpa 17.4 and 19.6 in the mahasanti, 
'great consecration,' called 'wind,' where an amulet made from the wood 
of the jarigiqa-plant is employed.90 

Although the charm does not expressly so state, it is clear from A VS 2.4 
that the jarigiqa mentioned here is an amulet fashioned from the parts of 
the so-called jarigiqa-tree. Like A VS 2.4 the principal function of the amulet 
appears to have been protection from evil forces and from the effects of 
witchcraft as well as destruction of disease. 

89 Bloomfield: "Charm with an amulet derived from the jarigi4a-tree, against disease and 
demons," Hymns 38, 669; Griffith: "A protective charm addressed to the panacea called 
jarigiqa," Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 2: 291 and Whitney-Lanman: "With a jarigidti-amulet: 
for protection, etc.," Atharva-veda-sarrzhitd; Pt. 2, 950. Parts also rendered by Grohmann, IS, 
9: 417-18. 

90 vihittfyarrz vtfyavyakhytfyarrz mahtfstfntau jarigiqavrk~anirmitarrz matJirrz badhni!Ja1. 
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VERSE 1 

Based on verse 6 below, Roth and Whitney suggest that a should be 
emended to titigirti asi jarigiqa, "You are an Angiran, 0 jarigiqa . .. "; and 
at the end of b, they emend to jarigiqa (vocative). This reading is followed 
by Grohmann (417), Griffith (291) and Bloomfield (38, 670-71). Later, 
however, Whitney-Lanman withdrew the suggested emendations and read 
ab as we do: jarigiq6 'si jarigiq6 rtik~ita 'si jarigiqa~. In a, P 11.3.1 reads as 
Sau. Sayal).a reads the second jarigiqa, in a, as a vocative: jarigiqa. The 
translation would certainly be easier if both in a and b vocatives are read. 
For the sake of emphasis, however, the nominative seems to have been 
preferred (cf. AVS 4.12.1 and Whitney-Lanman, 951). Sayal).a explains 
that the jarigiqa is the name of a certain type of herb well-known in the 
north (jarigiqo nama kascid o~adhivise~a~, sa ca uttaradese prasiddha~) and 
considers it to have been used as an amulet (he jarigiqa marJ.e . . . and 
again . . . jarigiqo jarigiqiikhyo marJ.i). See also A VS 2.4.1, 2, 4, 6 where it 
is called an amulet (marJ.{). Its protective or prophylactic aspect is also men-
tioned at AVS 2.4.1-3, 5. That is, in fact, the dominant quality of the 
amulet. In c, divpac and ctitu~pad are accusative adjectives, governing stirvalfl 
in d, and may be rendered: "our whole (property consisting of] bipeds [and] 
quadrupeds" (cf. Sayal).a: ... yad . .. padadvayopetalfl manu~yadilak~arJ.am 
asti tatha. . . padacatu~tayopetalfl gomahi~adilak~arJ.am asti). 

VERSE 2 

In a, Roth-Whitney originally suggested the emendation: ak~akrtyas, 'the 
sorceries with dice,' which was followed by Griffith (292). Later, Whitney-
Lanman changed the emendation to krtyas, 'the witchcrafts' (951) which 
is based on Bloomfield's suggestion and reading (38, 671). P(K) 11.3.2 has 
yiiiJ krcchras, "the causers of pain, who ... ,"which is also possible; but 
0 has: ma(=ya?) grtsyas. We read: ya grtsyas, "the clever ones, who ... ," 
which Sayal).a glosses: "witches who are accustomed to greed" (. . . gar-
dhanaslla yiiiJ ... krtyiiiJ ... ). In c, Roth-Whitney, based on Sayal).a (i.e. 
hatavlryan svavyapare kurJ.thitasaktln, "powerless ones who have a dulled 
ability in their own function"), emended to stirvan v{na~tatejaso 'rasalfl, 
which is followed by Griffith (292) and Bloomfield (38, 672). P has sarvan 
vinaktu tejaso (0: vinaktatejaso) which is our reading. vinaktu, from the root 
vic, 'to shift,' 'to separate,' has the sense of separation from, as grain from 
the chaff (MWSED, s.v.). Cf. Whitney-Lanman's long note on these various 
readings (951-52). In b, Sayal).a understands krtya in the compound 
krtyiikrttis to be "an effigy, etc. fashioned with clay and wood, etc." (krtya 
nama mrddarvadina nirmitaputtalyadi). Since padas a and care rather doubt-
ful, the entire verse is questionable. Our translation implies that the healer 
is requesting the jarigiqa-amulet to remove from the sorcerers their effectual 
power, thereby, making them powerless. The clever ones may have been 
types of wizards who, like the practitioners of witchcraft, were skilled in 
"black magic." 
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VERSE 3 

In b, Roth-Whitney read: visrtisa~ (accent on the second syllable). In a, 
P(K) 11.3.3 has niiqam which may mean, 'a hollow stalk' (=niila, related 
to niiqf, 'tube'); and in d: siidhaya, 'cause to succeed'; 'subdue'; 0 has visasa~, 
in b, and jarigiqiimiitfm i~uva uteva siidhaya, in cd. The P reading of niiqam 
suggests a type of ritualistic instrument used for making sounds. piidas a 
and bare rather obscure. We have rendered them by borrowing the subject 
and verb from verse 2d. Siiyal).a does so for a; but in b, he understands 
aras~ saptti visrasa~ as nominative feminine plurals. It is easier to construe 
them as accusative feminine plurals in agreement with the accusatives in 
a. Siiyal).a considers the "seven debilities" (saptti visrasa~) to be "seven 
sorcery-produced slackenings, i.e. discharges (from] within the seven skull-
situated-openings having the form of the two nostrils, the two eye-sockets, 
the two ear-cavities and the mouth-cavity" (. . . saptasa7'!1khyiikii visra'!l-
sanii~miirdhani~the~u niisiirandhradvayacak~urgolakadvayasrotracchidrad
vayamukhakuharariipe~u saptasu cchidre~u abhicaratii utpiiditiil} sapta 
ni~yandii . .. ). Bloomfield, on etymological grounds, suggests that they 
refer to "seven debilitating (charms)" (38, 672); and Griffith, rendering: 
"seven decays," conjectures that they are the "gradual stages of increasing 
debility as old age comes on" (292 and n). It is difficult to know to what 
exactly the deceitful sound and the seven debilities refer. The artificially 
produced, deceitful sound may suggest the noises produced by an instru-
ment other than the human voice, asP seems to imply, which were em-
ployed in the witchcraft rite. The seven debilities or declines (root sraris, 
'to fall' plus vi, 'away') could also refer to the ritual practices of sorcerers; 
what they exactly signify, however, has been lost in obscurity. Inc, timatim, 
'indigence,' from the root am, like timlvti, seems to reflect the sense of 
disease, i.e. a demonically caused malady, perhaps the illness associated 
with malnutrition and poverty (see chapter on timlvti, 49-53, above). 

VERSE 4 

In ab, P(K) 11.3.4 has vii aya'!l atho 'riitidii~al'}a~, "This . . . (witchcraft-
ruining] or else enemy-ruining ... "; 0, however, is as Sau. Cf. also AVS 
2.4.6. Again it seems clear that the word "amulet" (ma1JIJ is implied by 
jarigiqa. 

VERSE 5 

In c, Roth-Whitney read: siisah€. P 11.3.5 is the same as Sau. Siiyal).a 
defines vi~kandha as a great wind-type disease causing the dislocation of 
the shoulders( ... vis1i~taskandham eva'!! niimiina'!l viitavise~a'!l mahiirogam 
... ). sti7'!1skandha, being the only occurrence of the word, appears to be 
the opposite of vi~kandha, as Siiyal).a implies: "The disease by which the 
shoulder becomes curved [or] closed" ( yena rogel'}a skandha~ sa7'!1nata~ sa'!l-
lagno bhavati sa roga~ sa7'!1skandha~; cf. also Whitney-Lanman, 952, and 
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Mayrhofer, Wb, 3: 506). Zimmer simply suggests that it is the contracting 
of the shoulders (Leben, 391) and Griffith states that v{~kandha and stirt~
skandha are "apparently different forms of acute rheumatic pains in the 
shoulders and neck" (292 n). Filliozat considers that their precise meanings 
are uncertain (La doctrine, 106-107). In cd, SayaQ.a reads saha for sastiha 
and construes it with 6jasa: "[Its] greatness [ =ojti~] together with the disease's 
power destroys the great disease characterized by wind" (tart~ maharogart~ 
vatalak~aiJam oja~ mahima ojasa saha rogasya samarthyena saha nasayatz). In 
other words, SayaQ.a suggests a sympathetic healing; whereby the power 
of the amulet together with the disease's own power brings about the 
destruction of the malady. While it is unlikely that saha should be read for 
sastiha, it is possible that sastiha . . . 6ja 6jasa could mean the conquering 
of the power by its own power; or 6jasa may, like mahima in a, refer to the 
power, energy or force which the jarigiqa possesses. ojtis may also be the 
power or energy of the disease entities v{~kandha and stirt~skandha (cf. 
Bloomfield, 38) and any, perhaps evil, force (cf. Griffith, 292, and Whitney-
Lanman, 952). Since the jarigiqa was considered to be an amulet which 
protects one from evil, we are inclined to regard ojtis as a power possessed 
by hostile sorcerers and that one of the functions of the amulet was to tum 
the evil back on itself, thereby causing its own destruction. In this way, it 
illustrates a type of sympathetic or associative magic found in the context 
of the healing ritual. 

VERSE 6 

For tr{s, P(K) 11.3.6 has ni~(?); 0: tr~tra (=tri~tra?). We have condensed 
cd for the sake of a better translation. Literally it would be rendered: "The 
ancient BrahmaQ.as knew him indeed as you the Aitgiras." SayaQ.a under-
stands tirigira as the name of a great r~i; or else, it is arigaras, the name of 
a people( ... arigiratikhyo mahar~i~. yadva arigira arigaral}). Bloomfield states 
that it seems to be a trumped pun on the word jarigiqa (673). It could refer 
to the well-known Angiras from whom the use of the amulet was derived. 
It would, therefore, have borne their name. Note the mythological reference 
to its divine origin and to its auspiciousness deriving from its having been 
known for a long time in the tradition of the BrahmaQ.as. Since the jarigiqa 
is "fixed in the earth," it would appear to have been a tree or woody plant, 
from which an amulet was fashioned. 

VERSE 7 

For taranti, 'surpass,' P(K) 11.3.7 has caranti, 'pervade'; 0: tarantu, 'Let 
. . [not] surpass.' In c, SayaQ.a reads jarigiqti~ as a vocative (he jarigiqa 

... ), which is easier; and in d, the pada-text resolves ptiripaiJa~ as pari-
pana~ which, from the root pi, 'to drink,' could mean 'beverage.' SayaQ.a, 
however, reads as ptiripaiJa~ and glosses: "one who protects all around" 
( parita~ pata . .. ). In d, sumarigtila~ has the literal meaning: 'having good 
luck' or 'very auspicious.' In this context, however, it may be better to 
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render it as "bringer of success," "bestower of good fortune," etc. The old 
herbs, mentioned in a, may help to elucidate the mythology of verse 6; or, 
they could merely refer to herbs which have been kept for a long time and 
thus have become withered and dry, in contrast to those which are new 
and fresh; or better, they may point to the developing stage of ancient 
Indian materia medica, when new medical substances were being dis-
covered. 

VERSE 8 

This verse is hopelessly corrupted. For a, Roth-Whitney emend: titho 
yada samtibhavo, "and when you ... arose." This is followed by Griffith 
(293) and Bloomfield (673). P 11.3.8 has asva yo padani (0: asvo padan) 
bhagavo jarigiqamitav!rya (0: 0ya~). Inc, Roth-Whitney emend to ugragratti, 
" ... 0 Powerful one, at first .... "Again, this is followed by Griffith 
and Bloomfield. P offers a plausible alternative to cd: pura te ugraya sata 
upendro v!rya'!l dadhau (0: v!ryan dadau, 'added strengths'), "to you, being 
previously powerful, Indra adds strength" (cf. Whitney-Lanman, 953). In 
a, upadana is the only occurrence of the word. Saya~a explains it as a 
vocative from the root da plus upa, a, " 'to be acquired,' i.e. you who are 
appropriated in the functions beginning with the removal of witchcraft" 
(he upadana upad!yate svlkriyate krtJ!anirharaJJadivyapare~v iti upadana~. tasya 
sa'!lbodhanam). This explanation is purely conjectural and offers no real 
solution to the meaning of the word. For padas cd, he suggests: "[0 jarigiqa], 
Indra, having recognized that beings having raised strength will eat you 
(=pura grasta), has given [you] strength unsurpassed by others, so that the 
powerful ones do not eat you" (. . . he jarigiqa. . . tvam . . . udgiiTIJabaltiiJ 
pra!Jina~ pura graste bhak~ayi~yantili vijflaya indra~ yatha tvam ugra na bha-
k~ayanti tatha. . . parairanabhibhavya'!l samarthyam . . . pradat). Here again, 
Saya~a is merely plcrying with the text, for grasta(e) is a si~gular middle, 
not a plural; yet ugra is understood by the pada-text as ugrtiiJ, nominative 
or accusative feminine plural. If we read ugra as a nominative feminine 
singular and as the subject of grasta, which is to be understood in the past 
sense because of pur£, we may render tentatively as above. It is uncertain, 
however, to what the "powerful female" refers; perhaps she should be 
thought of as a female demon (cf. Bloomfield, 673). Since ugrti is used to 
describe jarigiqa in the previous verse and lndra in the next verse (cf. Saya~a 
there), we would expect it to have one or the other function here; but it is 
feminine. The verse is quite impossible; and any rendering is purely spec-
ulative. Our translation is based on the Visvesvarananda edition and has 
tried to incorporate the notions suggested in P's reading of cd. 

VERSE 9 

For cd, P(K) 11.3.9 reads: am!vas sarva rak~a'!lsi jahi raksli!JSY o~adhe, "0 
herb, kill the am!vas [and] all the rak~as-demons"; 0 has tamava~ (=amf. 
vtiiJ?), in c, and the remainder is as Sau. The repetition of rak~ti'!lsi in K is 
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merely a mistake or it serves as an intensifier. A VS 4.19 .Bed (a hymn against 
enemies with a plant) reads very similarly to ab: (ndras te v!rudhal!l pata 
ugra ojmanam a dadhat, "May powerful Indra grant energy to you, 0 lord 
of the plants." The idea of verse 8 seems to be carried over to verse 9ab 
and is al!iO found elsewhere in the A VS. Sayat:la understands vanaspate to 
refer to jarigiqa and reads ugra as a vocative to agree with vanaspate (jarigiqa). 
This keeps the continuity of the hymn, but does not follow the grammar 
of the verse (cf. notes to previous verse). 

VERSE 10 

In a, P 11.3 .1 0 is as Sau (K has asar!ral!l ); and in d, it reads: arasa7!1. 
Sayat:la conceives asarlkal!l to be the name of a disease which is completely 
injurious (sarvato hil!lsakam etannamanal!l rogal!l . . .) and v(sarlkal!l to be 
the name [of a disease] which is selectively injurious( ... vise~eiJa hi7!1sakam 
etannamanal!l ... ). Both words, being derived from the root sr, 'to crush,' 
suggest a disease or pain which wrenches the body. asarlkal!l could, there-
fore, be a pain which causes the body to constrict; and v(sarlkal!l, a pain 
which seems to twist the body apart. At A VS 2.4.2, there occurs the word 
visara which may have the sense of 'tearing or contorting pain' (cf. Filliozat 
La doctrine, 106). pr~tyamayam, literally, 'pain in the ribs [or sides]: may 
indicate more generally, as Filliozat suggests, "backache" (mal des reins) 
or "lumbago" (ibid., 101). It is clearly a symptom of disease (see Narten 
St.II, 5 I 6: 162). Say aD-a simply states that it is the name of a disease which 
extends to all limbs (. . . sarvarigavyapinam etannamanal!l ca roga7!1). Cf. 
AVS 1.25.4; 5.22.7, 11, 13 and 9.8.6. 

Notes to 19.35 

Most translators consider A VS 19.35, like 19 .34, to be a charm for pro-
tection, especially from diseases, with the jarigiqa-amulet.91 Sayat:la men-
tions that is to be used along with 19.34 in the rite for the binding of the 
jarigiqa-amulet at Santikalpa 17.4 and 19.6.92 

This charm, like 19 .34, is riddled with obscurities. It is, however, apparent 
that it was recited while the healer ritually tied the plant-amulet on to the 
victim of disease and of misfortune for the purpose of protecting him from 
further mishap. In fact, it appears to be essentially a shorter and a more 
condensed version of 19.34. 

91 Grohmann translates the charm in the course of his discussion of the two medicinal 
plants jarigi# and ku~tha, which are called upon to heal one suffering from takman's attacks, 
IS, 9: 418-19; Zimmer translates the charm under his discussion of the healing plant (Heil-
pflanze), jarigiqa, Leben, 65; Bloomfield: "Charm with an amulet from the jarigiqa-tree, against 
disease and demons," Hymns, 39, 674; Griffith: "A protective charm addressed to the magical 
jarigiqa," Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 2: 293; and Whitney-Lanman: "With a jarigiqa-amulet: 
for J'rotection, etc.," Atharva-veda-samhitQ, Pt. 2, 953. 

9 tasya jarigiqama~Jibandhane plirvasu7ctena saha ukto viniyoga~. 
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VERSE 1 

P 11.4.1 reads as Sau. In ab, Sayar:ta renders: "previously the r.Jis, uttering 
the name of the god, gave the amulet called jangiqa to men desiring pro-
tection for [their] superior strength" ( piirve r~aya~ . . . devasya nama . . . 
uccarayanto . . . jangiqtfkhyal'!l ma1J.im atisayitavlryatvaya rak~tfkamebhya~ 
puru~ebhyo. . . dattavanta~). In cd, he reads vi~kandhabhe~ajam and glosses 
"the medicine for the great disease called vi~kandha" (vi~kandhtfkhyasya 
maharogasya au~adhal'!l . . .). Our translation follows on these general lines, 
reading, however, vi~kandhadu~a1J.am, in d, which goes with bhe~ajam in c. 
Here as at A VS 19 .34, the amulet fashioned from the jangiqa-plant is meant. 
At A VS 2.4.1 and 3.9 .6, the jangiqa-amulet is called vi~kandha-ruining; at 
A VS 2.4.3, it is mentioned as being the medicine for all diseases; at A VS 
2.4.4, the gods are said to have given it; and at AVS 19.34.6, they are 
stated as having created the jangiqa-plant. 

VERSE 2 

P 11.4.2 reads as Sau. At AVS 19.34.6, ancient Brahmanas are said to 
have known jangiqa as "Angiras"; at AVS 2.4.6 and 19.3.4.4, jangi# is 
called enemy-ruining; and at AVS 19.34.7, it bears the epithet of protector. 

VERSE 3 

In a, Whitney-Lanman suggest the emendation: durhardal'!l ghoracak~u
~am, "The enemy of terrible aspect" (956; originally, Roth-Whitney read: 
durhardas tval'!l ghoral'!l cak~u~ ... ). In b, they read: agatam for agamam; 
and at the end of d, they emend to jangiqa (vocative) (also in Roth-Whitney's 
edition). P(K) 11.4.3a has durhardal'!l ghoracak~u~am (0: durhardasa~?~ghora
cak~ul'!l, which looks like Sau); and in b, agatam which is also read by 
Sayal).a. Both the reading of K and that of Sayar:ta serve as the basis of 
Whitney-Lanman's suggested emendations. Sayar:ta posits that a means: 
"the excessively ferocious eye of the evil-hearted enemy" ( ... du~tahr
dayasya satro~. . . atyantakriiral'!l cak~u~). It is likely that in our text stf~?~gh
oral'!l cak~u~ refers to 'evil-eye' (see Grohmann,419; Zimmer, 65; Bloomfield, 
39, and Griffith, 293; cf. also Gonda, Eye and Gaze, 73). It may also, however, 
imply, along with Whitney-Lanman, the more general idea of horrible, 
dreadful or terrifying aspect or appearance of the evil-hearted one (i.e. the 
enemy). One is tempted to make cak~u~ the single object of the first line 
and to translate: "I have approached the evil-causing, dreadful eye of the 
enemy." The plural ta~?~S, 'them,' inc, which refers to ab, however, suggests 
that there is more than one element in the first line. It might be better, 
therefore, to read durharda~, in a as a genitive singular and agamam, in b, 
as a noun, meaning, 'approaching,' governed by papakftvanam, i.e. "the 
very terrible eye of the enemy [and] the approaching [of that] which has 
done evil." In this way, there are two elements in ab. Zimmer (65) and 
Griffith (293) isolate three elements in the first line: the enemies, the evil-
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eye and the approaching sinner; Grohmann (149) and Whitney-Lanman, 
two: the enemy's dreadful glance or aspect and the evil doer; and Bloomfield 
notices two elements, but reads agamam as a first person singular aorist: 
"the evil eye of the hostile-minded (and) the evil doer I have approached" 
(39, 674). No reading is entirely satisfactory and a definitive translation is 
wanting. In c, Sayal).a, along with the pada-text, reads pratibodhina and 
explains: "by your repugnant mind, or else by revealing the crime committed 
by them" ( ... pratikiilayti tava buddhyti. yadvti tatkrtapartidhodghatanena 
... ). At AVS 6.20.2, 4, 6, a thousand-eyed (sahasrtik~ti), divine herb is 
used to discover types of evildoers (see also Gonda, Eye and Gaze, 72-73). 

VERSE 4 

P 11.4.4 reads as Sau. In c, Sayal).a understands bhutat to be the past 
time, i.e the living beings belonging to the past (atiltit ktiltit. bhutasal!lban-
dhina~ prti1Jijtittid ity artha~), so also Zimmer (65) and Bloomfield (39). 
Grohmann (419), Griffith (293) and Whitney-Lanman (954) consider it to 
be the present time. This is possible; but, since the healer is asking for 
complete protection now from all abodes and plants, it would be logical 
for him to request it also from all times, the past, the future and the present; 
the last does not need to be expressed because he is, at the moment, making 
the request. 

VERSE 5 

This verse is difficult. For ab, Roth-Whitney emend: yi kftvano devtikrta 
yti ut6 mtirtyebhya~, "[Those] sorcerers who are divinely formed and also 
[those] who [are formed] by mortals." Most translators have followed this 
reading (see Grohmann, 419; Zimmer, 65; Bloomfield, 39, 674-75; Griffith 
293 and Whitney-Lanman, 954). P 11.4.5ab reads: ya r~1Javo devakrta ya 
uto bibhrte 'nyaiJ. In a, Barret suggests the possible emendation: he 
kr~1Javo "[Those] dark (i.e. sinister) ones who." We have, hesitatingly, fol-
lowed the P-supported Visvesvarananda edition which has yti r~1JtlVO, in 
a, and vavrte 'nyti~, in b. Sayal).a understands the obscure r~1Jtivo as from 
the root r~, 'to move,' and glosses: "movers, i.e. men who are injurers" 
(. . . ganttiro hil!lsaktfl] puru~tfl] santi); and in b, he reads: ye ut6 vavarte 
'nye, and renders: "and also oppressors urged by men, etc., who have 
remained" ( ... api ca ... manu~ytidipreritti btidhakti . .. vavrtire ... ). 
Although Sayal).a's explanation of r~1Jtivo is rather fanciful, we can notice 
perhaps a contrast between those who move about (r~1Jtivo, root r~) and 
those who have remained (vavrtti, root vrt). The exact meaning of the first 
line, however, is vague. The r~'JUS and the others who have remained may 
refer to individual practitioners of evil, as suggested by Sayal).a; or, they 
may be particular practices or effects of the sorcerers, or even, disease 
entities, demons and misfortunes which come and go. Since one is said to 
be "divinely made," we would tend to favor the latter two possibilities. 
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Cf. A VS 2.4.3, where the jarigiqa is called the medicine for all diseases and 
is requested to protect one from distress (ti~has). Because of the uncertain 
readings in ab, any translation is conjectural. 

Notes to 6.111 

Translators agree that AVS 6.111 is a charm against insanity.93 Sayal).a 
considers it to be among the matrrzamagatJa ("list of charms having the 
name mother")94 and prescribes its use in a rite "for the quieting of pain 
from the Gandharvas, from the Rak!?as-demons, from the Apsarases or 
from bhiitagraha ('demonic seizure'?), etc." 95 at KausS 26.29-32. It is also 
found at SVB 2.2.2 in the same context.96 

VERSE 1 

In b, P 5.17.6 reads yo vibaddho griihya ltilapiti, "who, bound by seizure 
(griihi) babbles senselessly" (0: yavibho griiha lalapili?); and in cd: ato 'dhi 
te (Bar.: atho 'dhi te) krrJavad bhagadheyam (0: athatodi te krrJuva or krrJava?) 
anunmadito (Bar: anunmudito, 'unexulting'?) agado yathasat, "Therefore, he 
shall make an offering to you, so that he may become healthy [and] sane." 
Similarly, Sayal).a understands bas: "This man, who is tied by the bonds 
having an evil form [and who is one] having his progress restrained, cries 
forth very much (or loudly)" (yo 'yam puru~o . .. papariipai~ pasair baddha~ 
san . . . su~thu niyamita~ niruddhaprasara~ san . . . bhrsa~ pralapati; cf. 
also Bloomfield, 520). The phrase also implies that the madman was tied 
and secured as if by a type of primitive straight-jacket. For cd, he renders: 
"Because of this, 0 Agni, let this man make your part of the offering ex-
cessive, so that he may become sane, i.e. free from the confounding of the 
buddhi (intellect) caused by seizure by Gandharvas and Apsarases" ( ... 
asmad dheto~ he agne . . . tava . . . havirbhagam . . . adhika~ karotu aya~ 
puru~a~. . . . yatha yena prakare1Ja asau . . . unmadarahita~ gandhar-
vapsarograhajanitabuddhiskhiilityarahita~ . . . bhavet). In d, Sayal).a also reads 
ytitha in place of yada (cf. pada d of verses 2, 4). ytitha is, therefore, a 
possible alternative reading. It implies, however, that the victim must pres-
ent a gift in order to secure a better mental condition, though he is hardly 
well enough to do that (cf. P 5.17.7cd, where, in fact, the healer is said to 
make the offering). By reading yadif, however, it is understood that he 

93 Ludwig: "Wansinn (Madness)," Der Rigveda, 3: 512; Zimmer: "Wahnsinn (Madness)," 
Leben, 393; Hillebrandt: "Gegen Wahnsinn," Vedachrestomathie, 50; Grill: "Irrsinn (Insanity)," 
Hundert Lieder des Atharoa-Veda, 21, 170; Griffith: "A charm to cure insanity," Hymns of the 
Atharoaveda, 1: 306; Bloomfield: "Charm against mania," Hymns, 32, 518; and Whitney-
Lanman: "For relief from insanity," Atharoa-veda-sart~hitii, Pt. 1, 361. 

94 Cf. AthPariS 34.4; KausS 8.24; Bloomfield, Hymns, 518-19; and Whitney-Lanman, Pt. 1, 
361. 

95 gandharoarak~astfpsarobhiitagrahtfdipfdiistfntaye; cf. Ke5ava: gandharoarak~ase tfpsarase 
bhiitagrahtfdi~u bhai~ajytfny ucyante. 

96 See Caland, AZ, 78 n. 
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presents the offering to Agni in gratitude for rescuing him from the grip 
of insanity. 

VERSE 2 

Forb, P 5.17.7 has: yat te tan mana uddhrtam, "If your mind has been 
separated [from your body)"; and for cd it reads: juhomi vidvtii!IS te havir 
yathanumadito (Bar.: yathanumudito) bhava~, "[For] I, being skilled, sacrifice 
the offering to you, so that you may become sane." Saya~a reads udyatam, 
'raised,' in b, and renders it: "if your mind has risen up because of the 
seizure-disease"( ... tvadlyal!l manas yadi udyatam grahavikareiJa udbhran-
tal!l vartate). The tradition, therefore, implies that insan~ty was character-
istically understood as the mind leaving the body. At AVS 8.1.7, in a prayer 
for the continuation of life, the mind is requested not to depart [to the 
region of Yama (commentary)] and not to be lost (rna te mtinas ttitra gan 
rna tiro bhiin . . .). Cf. P 5.17.8, at n. 4 below. In cd, P continues the notion 
of sacrifice mentioned in verse 1; and for this reason, it may be a more 
correct reading. Sau, however, implies that more a healing than a sacrificial 
ritual was performed. 

VERSE 3 

P 5.17.1 reads: devainasad unmadital!l k~etriyac chapathad uta, muficantu 
tasmiit tva[m] deva unmattal!l rak~asas pari, "Therefore, let the gods release 
you, insane because of a sin against the gods, because of an imprecation 
and because of k~etriya, and demented because of the rak~as-demons." For 
the difficult devainasad, Saya~a glosses: "a sin committed by the gods" 
(devakrtam ena~) and renders a: "[him] possessed of insanity, i.e. the con-
founding of the citta because of that violation, i.e. evil committed by the 
gods" ([tasmat] devakrtat papad upaghatad ... unmadal!l cittaskhalanal!l 
prapital!l ... ). Bloomfield (likewise, Grill, 21) also gives strong evidence 
for the interpretation of a sin committed by the gods (526). Others tend to 
favor the notion that there was an infringement against the divinities (see, 
in particular, Zimmer, 393; Griffith, 306 and Whitney-Lanman, 361). Both 
renderings are possible. Against the pada-text and Saya~a, however, the 
compound could be read deva-ainasti, where ainasti is equivalent to enas; 
in which case, it would imply, like Bloomfield, the gods' action against the 
victim who has infringed their taboos and sacred norms. In ab, unmaditam 
and unmattal!l are practically synonymous. unmaditam, literally, 'made de-
mented,' however, implies that the victim has brought the condition on 
himself because he has offended the gods; while unmattam, 'demented,' 
suggests the demons, i.e. rtik~as, caused it. In d, the preferable reading is 
ytitha for yada (see Bloomfield, 526, and Whitney-Lanman, 361). As we 
have seen, P avoids the entire issue by presenting a completely different 
reading. Saya~a merely refers to his previous comments where he has 
understood ytitha for yadQ. 
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VERSE 4 

P 5.17.8 reads: punas tvii dur (0: tviid?) apsarasa~ punar viita~ punar 
disa~, punar yama~ punar yamasya (0: punar yama~ asya) diitiis te tvii mufl-
cantv arihasa~, jfviitave na martave atho ari~tatiitaye, "Let the Apsarases 
return you; let the wind [and] the directions re[turn you]; let Yama [and) 
Yama's (his) messengers re[turn you; and] let them release you from distress, 
to live and not to die, so [you] may not be harmed." In a, Sayal).a under-
stands the apsartisa~ to be a synecdoche for gandharvas, etc., citing TS 
3.4.8.4 as support, (etad gandharviidfniim api upalak~aiJam) and as those 
"causing insanity to him who is seized by insanity" (he unmiidagrhila puru~a 
... tviim . ... unmiidakiiri~Jyo 'psarasa~ ... ). At A VS 2.2.5, they are called 
noisy, dusky, dice-loving, mind-confusing(!) and the wives of the Gan-
dharvas. See also Bloomfield, 520-21. The verb punas . .. dur (root dii, 'to 
give'), as Bloomfield suggests, has the sense of "to give back again," "to 
return" (ibid.). This fits well with the notion that madness was considered 
to be characterized by the mind leaving the body; and in order to become 
sane, it must be returned. 

Notes to 2.31 

Translators agree that A VS 2.31 is a charm against worms (kr{mi).97 Say-
al).a prescribes it for use in a rite against "disease [caused by] various [types] 
of worms which have entered the body" 98 at KausS 27.14-20. 

VERSE 1 

P 2.15.1 reads as Sau. In a, "Indra's great stone-slab" ({ndrasya . 
maht dr~tit) appears to be, as Bloomfield suggests, an allusion to his thunder-
bolt (vtijra) (315; d. also Grill, 98, and Griffith, 71 n), as opposed to the 
ordinary stone-slab (dr~tidii, Sayal).a: pe~aiJi; 'grind-stone'), in d. Sayal).a 
understands khtilviirfz, in d, to refer to 'chick-peas' (ca1Jakiin), similarly, Ke-
sava to KausS 27.14, i.e. k'[~IJaCaiJakiin ('black chick-peas'). 

VERSE 2 

In a, seen and unseen (dr~ttim adf~tam) appear to be designations of 
poisonous vermin (see, in particular, Grill, 99, and Bloomfield, 315). In ab, 
P(K) 2.15.2 reads adruham atho kurfram adruham, "I have injured ... and 

97Kuhn renders it under his discussion of "Segen gegen Wiirrner (Charms against worms)," 
KZ, 13 (1864): 137; Weber: "Gegen Wiirrner," IS 13: 199; Ludwig translates the charm in the 
course of his discussion of Indra's battle with the life-threatening demons, Der Rigveda, 3: 
323; Grill: "Wiirrner," Hundert Lieder des Atharva-Veda, 6, 98; Griffith: "The hymn is a charm 
against all sorts of worms," Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 71; Bloomfield: "Charm against worms," 
Hymns, 22, 313; and Whitney-Lanman: "Against worms," Atharva-veda-sa'!lhitii, Pt. 1, 73. 

98 san-ragatavividhakrimiroge$U; cf. Ke5ava: aru$1UdaragarJ4ulakabhai&iny ucyante, "for the 
healing [of one suffering from] red worms and garJ4ulaka-worms in the stomach (?)." 
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I have injured the kun-ra "; Bh. as Sau.; and inc, P has chaliiltfn. In b, Sayal).a 
also reads kurlram for the difficult kururum and explains it as "a net, i.e. a 
multitude of worms inwardly situated"( ... jtflam. tadvad antaravasthitart~ 
krimikulam .. .. ). Sayal).a's K-supported reading and explanation suggests 
maggots or larvae which are sometimes found inside living beings and are 
connected especially with open wounds. An equally valid reading is 
kururum which, from the context, points to the name of a species of worm 
(see Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 1: 170; cf. also AVS 9.2.22). In d, Sayal).a 
defines the obscure word algti1J4iin as the name of types of worm (etan 
ntfmna~ krimivise~tfn ... ); but in verse 3 he glosses it as "worms which 
corrupt the blood and the flesh" (soJJitamtfrt~sadii~aktfn jantiin). For saluntfn 
he reads salgan and explains that it refers to worms with that name (etan 
ntfmnas ca). They appear, therefore, to be names of types of kr{mi (cf. Whit-
ney-Lanman, 73, and A. Sharma, Beit. z. Ved. Lex., 46). 

VERSE 3 

In cd, P 2.15.3 has sr~ttfn asr~ttfn ni kirtfmi (Bh. as Sau), "I overcome the 
produced [and] unproduced." In ab, Sayal).a, basing himself on KausS 27.14-
20, explains mahata vadhena as "the act of subduing of the hanana-worms, 
beginning with the charm and the herbs" (. . . hananastfdhanena mantrau-
~adhtfdintf . .. ) and diina tidiintf as "those which are burned and unburned 
all around by the herbs, etc., prepared by me" (. . . matkrtau~adhtfdintf 
paritapttfl] ... aparitapttfsca ye santi ... ). Bloomfield, following Grill (99) 
suggests that the great weapon (mahata vadhena) is in fact the charm (vticas) 
which is called vtijra ('thunderbolt') at AVS 6.134, 135, and that it could 
be the fire from this symbolic bolt which is called upon to bum the worms 
mentioned in b. It seems possible that the burned and unburned may allude 
to the ritual act of burning the vermin with a symbolic vtijra in the form 
perhaps of a caustic medicine or a flame. Through the efficacy of the charm 
being recited and by the ritual burning (cf. KausS 27.14.16: pratapati and 
AVS 5.23.13), the healer endeavors to destroy the algtiJJ4u-worms. Mter 
the burning any remaining worms (cf. Sayal).a: prtfg ahattfn krimivise~tfn, 
"types of worms previously not destroyed") are defeated by the recitation 
of the charm. 

VERSE 4 

In b, Roth-Whitney read kr{mim. In ab, P 2.15.4 has anvtfntryart~ (Bh.: 
anvtfntriyart~) 5tr~1Jyam (Bh. as Sau) atho ptf~teyart~ (K manuscript: ptfr§vayartf, 
'being in the region of the side') krimln (Bh: krimim). For pa~teyartf, Sayal).a 
reads par~1Jeyart~ and glosses: "a worm arising from heel" ( ptfr~1Jibhavart~ 
krimim), suggesting perhaps a type of maggot which occurs from a fly-
blown wound. In b, Sayal).a also reads knmln, which is followed by the 
Visvesvarananda edition. This reading implies that knmln refers to all the 
types of worms mentioned in ab, as knmln, in cd, does for those in c. Because 
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of this parallel occurrence, we have also read krimln, in b; yet kr{mim does 
not alter the meaning. The two words avaskavti'!l and vyadhvarti'!l are rather 
obscure. Sayal).a derives the first from the root sku, plus ava in the sense 
of to flow downward and defines it as that having the nature of going 
downward; i.e. having entered inside [the body], it remains [there] ( ... 
aviiggamanasvabhiivam. antaranta~ pravisya vartamiinam ity arthah. skufl 
iiprava~Je. asmiid avapiirviit paciidyac); and he explains the second as either 
that which has entered into various paths, i.e. having made different holes, 
it goes there; or else, dhvara means injury, and it thus signifies: he, who is 
called dhvara, is not injured by various drugs, etc. (. . . vividhamiirgopetam. 
niiniidviirii~Ji krtvii tatra gacchantam ity artha~. . . . yadvii dhvaro hi'!lsii. vivi-
dhair au~adhiidibhir api na vidyate dhvaro yasya sa tathokta~). Weber derives 
avaskavam from the root sku in the sense of 'to cover' and renders: "he 
who uncovers, peels off (der da abdeckt, abschalt?)" (201; cf. also Bloom-
field, 316, and Whitney-Lanman, 74). For vyadhvarti'!l, Weber points to 
unaspirated alternative readings vyadvara, at AVS 6.50.3 and SB 7.4.1.27, 
and vyadvan-(note accent), at AVS 3.28.2, which are derived from the root 
ad, 'to eat,' and thus assumes vyadvarti'!l to be the correct reading here, 
meaning 'that which gnaws' (201; cf. Zimmer, Leben, 393). Bloomfield (316) 
and Whitney-Lanman (74), however, derived it from the root vyadh, 'to 
pierce,' i.e. that which bores. Cf. also A. Sharma, Beit. z. Ved. Lex., 260-
61. We can see that with the widely differing views on the etymological 
meaning of these two words a definitive statement about them is problem-
atic. From the context, however, it is evident that they refer to types of 
krfmi or worms. 

VERSE 5 
P 2.15.5 reads: ye krimaya~ parvate~u ye vane~u ya o~adhit}u pasu~v apsv 

anta~, ye asmiika'!l tanva~ (Bh.: tanva'!l) sthiima cakrur (Bh.: cakrira) indras 
tiin hantu mahatii vadhena, "Let Indra, with [his] great weapon, kill those 
worms which are in the mountains, in the forests, in the plants, in the 
domestic animals, in the waters [and] those which make our bodies (body) 
[as their] seats." Concluding the charm with a petition to Indra, P preserves 
the continuity of the hymn. In c, Sayal).a reads te and, tanvd~. 

Notes to 5.23 
Most translators consider AVS 5.23 to be a charm against worms, perhaps 

those specifically found in children.99 In the introduction the hymn is said 
to be used "in a rite for healing of [one afflicted with] worms" 100 at KausS 
29.20-26. 

99 Kuhn translates it under his discussion of "Segen gegen Wiirmer (Charms against worms)," 
KZ, 13 (1864): 139; Ludwig: "Wiirmertod (For death to worms)," Der Rigveda, 3: 501; Bergaigne-
Henry: "Conjuration contre les vers parasitaires," Manuel, 148; cf. alsq Henry, La magie, 188; 
Griffith: "Charm for the destruction of parasitic worms," Hymns of the Atharoaveda, 1: 226; 
Bloomfield: "Charm against worms in children," Hymns, 23, 452; Weber: "Gegen Wiirmer in 
Kindem, etc. (Against worms in children, etc.)," IS, 18: 257; Whitney-Lanman: "Against 
worms," Atharoa-veda-samhitii, Pt. 1, 261. 

100 krmibhai~ajyakarma~Ji; cf. Ke5ava: atha krmibhai~jyam ucyate. 
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VERSE 1 

a-c are found again at AVS 6.94.3. For the difficult words 6te, 6ttf and 
6tau, P(K) 7.2.1 reads respectively: o~ate, okattf and okato. Barret, however, 
after emending to the Sau reading, suggests that the correct reading may 
in fact be o~fe, o~ta and o~tau, all of which are derived from the root vas 
plus ii, 'to shine hitherward,' 'to abide here,' i.e. those abiding here GAOS, 
40: 148). 0 has okte, okttf and oktau, 'invoked,' 'called' (tf plus root vac). At 
the end of d, P has imaft1. Some translators derive 6te, etc., from the root 
u plus ii, i.e. 'called, invoked' (see in particular Kuhn, 140, Bloomfield, 453-
54; Griffith, 226; and Bergaigne-Henry, 206). Others, however, basing 
themselves most likely on Sayal).a to AVS 6.94.3, who derives it from the 
root va plus a and glosses: "mutually extended or connected through con-
frontation" (tfbhimukhyena satt~tate parasparatt~ satt~baddhe vtf), understand 
it to be from the root va (uta) plus ii, 'to weave in,' in the sense of "brought 
in for my aid" (Whitney-Lanman, 262) or "spell-bound" (Weber, 258-59; 
cf. also Bloomfield, 453-54). Either interpretation may be correct and fits 
well into the context of the verse. Based on the reading from the Orissa 
manuscripts, however, we are inclined to favor the interpretation of the 
root u (or vac) plus a and to translate the three words as "has (have) been 
invoked." 

VERSE 2 

In b, P 7.2.2 has krimiftl, corresponding to kr{mitt~ in verses 1 and 3; and 
in d, 0 has 'nena vacastf mama. The sense seems to be that once the way 
has been made safe by the destruction of the evil entities, Indra, the king 
(cf. Bloomfield, 454) and the possessor of the fiery thunderbolt, can ap-
proach and (continuing the idea of verse 1) aid in the removal of the worms 
from the afflicted child. The means for the eradication of the vermin may, 
therefore, have included their scorching or burning (cf. verse 13 below and 
AVS 2.31.3). 

VERSE 3 

In b, P(K) 7.2.3 has ntfsau (stem: ntfs); 0 reads, in a, yo 'k~au and as Sau 
in b. 

VERSE 4 

In a, P 7.2.4 reads: viriipau dvau sarupau (K manuscript: suriipau) dvau; 
and, in d, 0 has grdhras. The precise meaning of d is difficult. Bloomfield 
(454) and Whitney-Lanman (262), on the strength of Sayal).a's gloss (at 
A VS 8.6.2): cakravtfka (' cakra-bird'), translate the onomatopoeic k6kaS, as 
'cuckoo' (cf. also Henry, 189). Others, however, on the basis of ~V 7.104.22, 
have understood it to refer to the wolf (see, in particular, Mayrhofer, Wb, 
1: 268; 3: 682). The meaning of wolf may be appropriate because, as Weber 
notices, along with vulture (gfdhra~), it suggests the worms' voraciousness 
(258). On the other hand, the poet-healer may be desiring to make a com-
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parison between two birds, a vulture and a cuckoo. Neither explanation is 
wholly satisfactory. Because of the worm's parasitic nature, however, we 
would tend to favor Weber's suggestion. 

VERSE 5 

In a, P(K) 7.2.5 reads sitivak~a, 'white-chest'; 0, however, is as Sau. In 
this and the previous verse we have descriptions of worms which could 
hardly be applied to what we know them to be today. One can only spec-
ulate that the Vedic Indian conceived of various types of parasitic fauna 
in terms of worms which inhabited the body and fed on it. 

VERSE 6 

ab is found unchanged at ~V 1.191.8ab; and for the same two piidas, P 
7.2.7ab reads: ud asau siiryo agiid visvadr~fo adr~fahQ, "that yonder sun has 
risen, seeing all, destroyer of the unseen." In this verse, as AVS 2.31.2, the 
description of seen and unseen applies particularly to vermin. The notion 
of the unseen or invisible worms which are destroyed by the rising sun 
suggests species of nocturnal vermin; and by logical extension, the seen or 
visible worms could be diurnal vermin which the sun can also destroy. 
The idea that fire or heat was ritually used to eradicate these parasitic pests 
is also suggested in this verse. A similar notion is found at AVS 2.32.1: 
"Let both the rising and setting sun destroy with [its] beams of light those 
worms which are in the cow" (udytinn iidityti~ krimi'n hantu nimr6can hantu 
rasmfbhi~, ye antti~ krimayo gtivi). Cf. also verse 13 below, ~V 1.191.9 and 
AVS 6.52.1 and Henry's comments to ~V 1.191.12 at MSL, 9: 242-43. 

VERSE 7 

For ab, P(K) 7.2.8 reads: yavii~iisa~ (0 and Raghu Vira as Sau) ka~ka~iiso 
dhuk~iimas (K manuscript: dhuk~iimaS, 0: dh~k~aniisa~?, Bar: dhurik~iisas) ca 
parivrk1Java~ (0: sfpavitnava~); and in d, it has ca uta. yavii~iisa~, being 
perhaps an older variant of yevii~iisa~, is found at KS 30.1 and appears to 
be the name of a noxious insect (see Bloomfield, 155, and Mayrhofer, Wb, 
3: 11, 783). Pisani has suggested a more exact meaning of the word based 
on etymology: It could be derived from yava plus asa (root as 'to eat') where 
~and s are interchanged, indicating an 'eater of grain,' i.e. a grasshopper, 
etc. (Paideia, 20: 328). For the kti~ka~iisa (o), Weber has suggested that it 
may be a reduplicated form from the root ka~, 'to scrape' (259). Mayrhofer, 
however, mentions that this is unlikely (Wb, 1: 191). Cf., however, 
ma~ma~Gkara't' in verse 8. If we conceive it to be a variant of ktik~ii~a, 
where the ~ and k are transposed through metathesis, we may, on analogy 
with ytivii~a, consider it to be composed of ktik~a(Q), 'underparts' plus a~a(asa), 
i.e. 'the vermin who eats the underparts.' Sau's ejatk~ may be from root 
ej, 'to stir,' 'to move,' i.e. ejat plus kti (cf. avat-kti at AVS 2.3.1 and ejati 
in connection with krimi at AVS 12.1.46), meaning 'the stirring ones' (see 
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Mayrhofer, Wb, 1: 126; cf. Whitney-Lanman, 262, and Bloomfield, 455). 
P's dhukeyamas (dhii0 , dhl 0 ) may be worms which somehow are related to 
"agitating-ground." Barret's suggestion of dhurikeytisas occurs at VS 24.31 
and refers to a kind of bird, which does not fit into the context of parasitic 
vermin. For Sau's, sipavitnuk£1], Weber suggests that it may actually be 
sipayitnu(ka), from the root sip, 'to be sharp, pointed,' meaning: 'the sharp-
drilling ones' (259; cf. also Mayrhofer, Wb, 3: 337). K's parivrk~Java~ points 
to a similar meaning, i.e. from root vrasc, plus pari, 'the ones which cut 
round.' O's variant of Sau, however, suggests a corruption in K. An 
interesting verse which contains two of the above names along with three 
other equally obscure ones occurs at P 19.29.4: kaeykaeya[~]kaeykaeytil] pieyta 
yevaeytiyevaeytil] pieyttil], gaveeyayanta~ svayukttil] pasava dreyta adreyttil], "Each 
and every kaeykaeya has been crushed; each and every yevaeya has been 
crushed. [likewise,] the gaveeyayants ('the cow-seeking ones'), the svayuktas 
('the self-adhering ones'), the pasavas ('the ones belonging to animals') [as 
well as] the visible and the invisible ones [have been crushed]." Manuscript 
'P' has difficult readings but overall seems to follow K manuscript. We 
notice further ka~ka~a and yeva~a ( yava~a) seem always to occur together, 
suggesting perhaps parasites of the same genus (cf. verse 8, below). 

VERSE 8 

dis found at AVS 2.31.1d. P(K) 7.2.9 reads differently: hato yava~o hatas 
ca pavir hatas saga~JaVti'!l (K manuscript, Raghu Vira: ~a'!lga~JaVa'!l) uta, hata 
visva artitayo anena vacasa mama (cf. verse 2cd above), "The yava~a has 
been destroyed; the pavi ('pointed one') has been destroyed; so also, the 
ones of similar type [have been destroyed]; [in fact,] all the enemies have 
been destroyed with this my spell." This verse appears to be wanting 
in 0. In b, the word nadanima appears to be derived from the root nad, 'to 
sound' and to mean 'buzzing' or 'humming ones' (see Weber, 259; Bloom-
field, 455; and Whitney-Lanman, 263). In this verse, the poet-healer seems 
to be describing the noxious vermin which are characterized by their ability 
to make a "buzzing" or "humming" noise. The yeva~a may also be included 
among such insects; and, therefore, also perhaps the ka~ka~a (see verse 7 
n, above). 

VERSE 9 

b-d are found at A VS 2.32.2b-d. 2a, however, reads: visvtiriipa'!l catura-
k~ti'!l, "with various forms and four eyes." In ab, P 7.2.6 has the easier 
reading: yo dviSfr~as (0: dviSfr~ti) caturak~a~ krimis sararigo arjuna~, "the 
spotted [and] whitish worm with two heads [and] four eyes"; and for tip~ 
it reads apa. Our rendering implies the nominatives in ab. Sayar:ta to A VS 
2.32.2, however, contrives an explanation for reading accusatives in ab: 
He suggests that they should be the objects of Sr~Jami, inc, i.e. "I crush the 
spotted [and] whitish worm ... [and] I cut off his ribs and head." It is 
clear from the variants to a that poets or redactors (?) were confused about 
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the exact description of the worm. It is difficult to conceive of any worm, 
insect or vermin, visible to the naked eye, which would fit into any of the 
characterizations presented in the above three readings. Cf. Weber (202) 
and Bloomfield, (318), who hazard a guess that the one with four eyes 
(AVS 2.32.2: caturak~a1!1) may refer rather to the spots in (or over) eyes. 

VERSE 10 

This verse is found unaltered at AVS 2.32.3. In a, P 2.14.5, in keeping 
with the singular in the previous verse, reads: tva krime; and in d: sarve te 
krimayo hattiiJ, "all those worms have been destroyed." Bergaigne and Henry 
notice that the names are those of mythical sages and composers of powerful 
charms who were called upon to increase the efficacy of the exorcism (Man-
uel, 149 n; cf. La magie, 189 n. See also Ludwig, 3: 137, and Weber, IS, 18: 
114-17). In fact, they tend to reflect the Purar:Uc tradition. This is another 
example of a verse in which the name of the charm being recited is given 
in the charm itself (cf. AVS 2.33.7 where Kasyapa's spell is named). 

VERSE 11 

This verse is found unchanged at AVS 2.32.4. P 2.14.2 reads: yo dviSfr~a 
caturak~a~ (Bh.: visvariipas caturak~a~) krimis sararigo arjuna~, hato hatabhrata 
krimir hatamata hatasvastf, "The spotted and whitish [or, the variegated 
(and) four-eyed] worm with two heads and four eyes, whose brother, 
mother and sister have been destroyed, has [also] been destroyed" (cf. 
verse 9 above). On the derivation of the word sthapatir and its meaning, 
see in particular Bloomfield, Hymns, 319-20; Wilhelm Rau, Staat und Ge-
sellschaft, 114; and R. C. Hazra, "The word sthapati,-its derivation and 
meanings," Our Heritage (1974), 397-423. 

VERSE 12 

This verse occurs at AVS 2.32.5. P 2.14.3cd reads as Sau's ab; but P's ab 
is the same as verse llab (=AVS 2.32.4ab). In a, Sayax:ta to AVS 2.32.5 
glosses vesaso as "principal homes" (mukhyagrha. . .), and in b, parivesasa~ 
as "adjacent homes" (samfpagrhas). vesas, being derived from v{§, 'house,' 
suggests rather the meaning 'subject' (cf. vai~ya); and parivesas, being the 
one around him, might be his "dependent" (cf. also Rau on vesa, Staat und 
Gesellschaft, 49). 

VERSE 13 

P(K) 7.2.10 reads as Sau. This verse appears to be wanting in 0. The 
reference to grinding brings to mind the stone-slab mentioned in verse 8 
and at A VS 2.31.1. We notice that fire is specifically mentioned. Its use in 
the ritual, as we have seen, seems quite likely. The verse is referred to at 
KausS 29.24. AVS 2.32 concludes with a different verse (6): pra te 
sfrJami s(rige yQbhyti1!1 vitudayasi, bhinadmi te ku~umbha1!1 yas te vi~adha-
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na~, "I break off your two horns with which you pierce [and] I split your 
sac which is your poison-receptacle." In this verse ku~umbham is difficult. 
Our rendering is based on P 2.14.4, where kumbham, 'sac,' is read. Cf. also 
Sayat:ta who reads ~uktimbham and glosses: "a kind of limb" (avayavavi-
se~am), Bloomfield, Hymns, 320, and Mayrhofer, Wb, 1: 246. likewise, the 
translation of vi~adhana~ is based on P's reading: yasmin te nihita'?l vi~a'?l, 
"[The sac] in which your poison is kept." 

Notes to 1.3 

Most translators consider A VS 1.3 to be a charm against urine-retention 
and/ or constipation.101 Sayat:ta prescribes it for one suffering from the con-
finement of feces and urine102 at KausS 25.10-19. Concerning the number 
of verses in this hymn, Whitney-Lanman remark: "It is easy to reduce this 
hymn to the substance of four verses, the norm of the book, by striking 
out verses 2-5, as plainly secondary variations of verse 1, and combining 
verses 7-8 (as in Ppp.) into one verse, with omission of the sense-disturbing 
refrain." 103 

VERSE 1 

P has no parallel. The expression btll {ti occurs at AVS 18.2.22 referring 
to the sprinkling of rain water: ... var~e1Jok~antu btll {ti. At TS 3.3.10.1-
2 we read: v{ te bhinadmi takarl'?l v{ y6ni1?1 v{ gavfnydu, v{ mattira'?l ca putrti'?l 
ca v{ gtirbha'?l ca jarayu ca, bahfs te astu btll {ti, "I breach your takarf (pu-
denda?), womb, gavfnz(see verse 6 below), the mother, the son, the embryo 
and the placenta; let it be out of you, [sounding like] 'btll.' " Cf. also JB 
3.360: tasmad apo 'srjyanta balbalbal ity etayavacii, "from there, the waters 
are released with the sound: 'balbalbal' " (see Hoffmann, Aufsiitze, 2: 519-
21; cf. also 1: 43 n. 1). These references point to the fact that btll {ti is an 
onomatopoeic expression, in this case, for the discharge of urine. Sayat:ta 
also understands btll to be an onomatopoeic word for the evacuating urine 
which is brought about by its recitation in the mantra; yet he also suggests 
that "btll" could stand for bala in the sense of "animating" and {ti may 
mean "cause." Thus, he would render: "for the sake of life, let the urine 
of the one afflicted by disease be out" (ni~ecanaprakaram aha-. . . tava 
san-rantarniruddha'?l miitra'?l. . . . anukaraJJasabdoyam. . . . anena prakareJJa 

101 Weber: "Gegen Urinzwang (Against urine-retention)," IS, 4: 395; Bergaigne-Henry: 
"Conjuration contre Ia retention d'urine," Manuel, 130; Griffith: "'This hymn is a charm against 
acute diarrhoea or dysentery," Hymns of the Atharoaveda, 1: 3; Bloomfield: "Charm against 
constipation and retention of urine," Hymns, 10, 235; and Whitney-Lanman: "Against ob-
struction of urine: with a reed," Atharoa-veda-samhitii, Pt. 1, 3. 

102 miitrapurf~anirodhe; cf. Ke5ava: atidu~khamiitre du~khapurf~akaraiJe ca samanabhai~ajyiiny 
ucyante. 

103 Atharoa-veda-saTr~hitii, Pt. 1, 4. 
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sabdart~ kuroat . . bihyapradese bhavatu. mantrastimarthytid vividhart~ sab-
dart~ kuroat tvarayti sarfrtit nirgacchatu ity artha~ yadvti bal. bala prtirJe. . . . 
itir hetau. asya rogtirtasya jfvanaheto~ miitrart~ bahir astv iti). His second 
explanation is also found at TS 3.3.10.1-2. Parjanya seems to have a con-
nection here because he is the god of rain which is represented by sattiv~rJYa. 
The rain as we have seen also makes the desirable sound bat. The mention 
of the other gods in verses 2-5 appears to be, as Bloomfield (236-37) and 
Lanman (Pt. 1, cliv) suggest, mere secondary and mechanical repetitions. 
Sayal).a, however, conjures explanations based on TS 1.7.10.1, 2; 2.4.10.2; 
Nirukta 10.3, 11.5; TB 2.2.10.4 and TU 2.8 for their inclusion in the charm 
(see Bloomfield, 236-37) and understands the malady from which the pa-
tient is suffering to be 'the disease beginning with urine retention' (he mii-
tranirodhtidivytidhigrasta . . . ). 

VERSES 2-5 

P has no parallels. See previous note (end). 

VERSE 6 

P has no parallel. In b, Roth-Whitney read stirt~srutam, 'has flowed to-
gether' for the difficult stirt~sritam. Weber suggests the emendation of stirt~s
rutam, 'united' (396). In b, Sayal).a reads stirt~sritam (as does our Visves-
varananda-edition) and glosses, "remained fixed, i.e. because of the power 
of the disease, at the proper time [of discharging], it was withheld" ( ... 
samavasthitart~ rogavtistid yathakalart~ . .. niruddham abhiit . .. ). This reading 
and interpretation is also followed by Bloomfield (10,237). Sayal).a glosses 
the obscure gavfnyor as "two tubes of urine situated in the two lateral parts 
of the trunk, which allow access to the bladder for the urine that has come 
out of the bowels (?)" (tintrebhyo vinirgatasya miitrasya miitrtisayaprtiptisti-
dhane ptirsvadvayasthe ntiqyau . . . ). Based on this explanation Bloomfield 
suggests that it may refer to the urethra and ureter (10,237) and Filliozat, 
the two ureters (La doctrine, 123). Such interpretations imply a fairly ad-
vanced anatomical knowledge which the Vedic Indians indeed possessed; 
but a major difficulty lies with a more precise identification of the internal 
parts. Weber (396) and Whitney-Lanman (4) offer the more conservative 
translation of "groins," which is, however, unsatisfactory. A form of the 
word gavin ike (dual) occurs at A VS 1.11.5 along with, among other things, 
the ur~thra (mehana), female genital tract ( yoni) and placenta (jarayu) and 
at AVS 9.8.7 in the dual. As we have seen gavfnf also is found at TS 
3.3.10.1-2 in a similar relationship to that found at AVS 1.11.5. It always 
occurs in the dual, is associated with the genitalia and, from this verse, is 
the place where urine was thought to be held. This information, however, 
does not allow us to determine the exact identity of the gavfn~ but, "ureters" 
seems probable (cf. also Mayrhofer, Wb, 1: 331). 
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VERSE 7 
For a parallel in the P see next verse. For a, Sayal)a, based on KausS 

26.16 and Kesava, renders: "0 one affected with the urine-disease, for the 
sake of urine-discharge I open, with a metal probe, your urine tube by 
which the urine discharges .. . "(he miitravyadhipfqita . .. tava .. .. mih-
yati siflcati aneneti mehanam miitranala~. . . . lohasalakaya miitranirgaman-
artha~ vidarayami . . . ); here Sayar:ta suggests the use of a metal catheter 
(cf. Whitney-Lanman, 4). Cf. also AVS 1.11.5 (see previous verse) and TS 
3.3.10.1-2 (see verse 1). 

VERSE 8 
P 19.20.12-14 and 20.40.2-3 are interesting variants to this and the 

previous verse. P 19.20.12 reads: yathasvaso yatha dhiira~ yukta vahanti 
sadhuya, eva miitra pra bhidyasva vi vaster a sa~ srja, "Just as horses yoked 
to the front of a chariot draw [it] on a straight course, so also you, 0 urine, 
are to be breached(?) [and] you must pour out from the bladder." P 20.40.2 
has cd as P 19.20.12 but in ab, reads: para patanty asavo 'sva adho dhura~ 
(K: 'svasado dura~) yatha, "Just as fast horses fly (i.e. speed) away from 
under the front of the chariot. ... " P 19.20.13 has: vi~ita~ te vastibila~ 
samudrasyodadher iva, pra te bhinadmi mehana~ vartra~ vesantya yatha 
(manuscript 'P': iva), "Released is your bladder-orifice as [the orifice] of a 
water-holding ocean. I breach your urethra as the dike of a lake [is 
breached]." P 20.40.3 reads asP 19.20.13. Note the combination of Sau 
verses 7, 8 into one P verse. P 19.20.14 reads: yas samudrad uccaranti vfcfr 
a pi su~miktliJ, pramehaiJ.asya [manuscript 'P': (ta?) mehaiJ.asya] ta vidur ubhayor 
mehanasya ca, "Of both the urine-promoting [amulet] and urethra, they 
know those roaring waves which issue forth from the ocean(?)" (cf. KausS 
25.10). In this series of verses from the P, like those of the Sau, including 
verse 9, the emphasis is on the free-flowing of urine after the penis has 
been breached or opened. With pramehaiJ.a, verse 14 brings to mind KausS 
25.10. On vastibila~, 'bladder-orifice,' cf. AVS 9.8.11, etc., 164-65 above. 

VERSE 9 
Cf. P 19.20.12 and 20.40.2 in verse 8, above. Sayar:ta understands 

parapatad in the present sense as "departs with unobstructed speed, i.e. 
goes quickly aiming at its mark" ( ... parapatati aniruddhavega sighra~ 
lak~yoddesa~ gacchati). This rendering has been followed by Bloom-
field (11). 

Notes to 4.12 
Translators generally agree that AVS 4.12 is a charm for the curing of 

bodily injuries.104 Sayar:ta prescribes its use in a rite "for the ceasing of a 

104 Ludwig: "[Against] Knochenbruch (Broken bone)," Der Rigveda, 3: 508; Hillebrandt: 
"Beinsegen (charm for a broken leg)," Vedachrestomathie, 48; Grill: translates in his section 
entitled, "Durchfall und Wundkrankheit (Diarrhoea and Wound-fever)," Hundert Lieder, 18, 
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blood-flow born from an injury by a sword, etc. and for the quieting of 
the fracture of a bone, etc." 105 at KausS 28.5-6. According to Darila, it is 
to be employed, along with AVS 5.5, at KausS 28.14 in a healing rite 
against wounds, in which the use of lac (lak~ii) is also mentioned.106 

VERSE 1 

P 4.15.4 reads: rohi1JI sa'!l rohi1JY asy asthna~ Slr~Jasya rohi1Ji; rohi1Jyiim 
ahni jiitiisi rohi1JY asy o~adhe, "You, the rohi1Ji; are like rohi1Ji; the healer of 
the broken bone. You, 0 herb, are rohi1JI and you are born on the rohi1JI-
day(?)." Sayat;ta reads rohi1Ji in a, and glosses it as a vocative: "0 red-
colored lak~ii (lac)" (lohitavar~Je lak~e). This interpretation suggests a sym-
bolic association between the dark red color of lac and the blood issuing 
from the wound caused by a broken bone (see AVS 5.5; and d. Bloomfield, 
386-87; Weber, 46-7; and Whitney-Lanman, 166-67). In the ~V and later 
however, r6hi1JI is generally considered to be a cow or a nak~atra ('star') 
(see Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 2: 228, and 1: 418). a has been rendered 
to give emphasis to the r6hi1Jt One may speculate that this was the intent 
of the poet-healer as a similar construction occurs with jatigiqa at AVS 
19.35.1 (d. Bloomfield, 385). Whitney-Lanman, however, being tempted 
to read one r6ha1JI as a vocative and being influenced by P(K) suggest that 
the true reading may have been: r6ha1Jy asi rohi1Ji, "thou art a grower, 0 
Red one" (167). The word r6ha1Ji; being derived from the root ruh, 'to 
grow,' seems to mean, as suggested by the pun on the word found inc, 
'one who makes grow,' i.e. in the context with a broken bone, 'a healer.' 
Inc, idti'!7, as Sayat;ta posits, seems to refer to "a limb flowing with blood" 
(srutaraktam atiga'!7). He derives arundhati from the root rudh, 'to obstruct,' 
plus a and explains it as a goddess who is not overrun by others or who 
is accustomed to non-obstruction (. . . anyair anabhibhiite arodhanasile vii 
devi . .. ); but at AVS 6.59.1, 2, he glosses it as sahadevt: Others, however, 
understand it to be derived from arus plus the root dha, i.e. 'wound closing 
(or healing)' (see Weber, 46-47, and Henry, La magie, 180). Vishva Bandhu 
also considers the first element to be arus, but asserts that the second is 
derived ultimately from bandha, i.e. "wound-binding," which fits into his 
general theory that arundhatl = liik~a = a wound-binding sap or lac resin 
(VIJ, 9: 285; cf. also AVS 5.5). Filliozat also understands it to be a resin and 
bases his interpretation on two observations: 1. The fact that it is associated 

125; Griffith: "The hymn is a charm, addressed to a plant, to mend a broken bone," Hymns 
of the Atharoaveda, 1: 146; Bloomfield: "Charm with the plant arundhatf(liik~ii) for cure of 
fractures," Hymns, 19, 384; Weber: "Segen bei Knochenbruch (Charm for a broken bone)," 
IS, 18: 46; and Whitney-Lanman: "To heal serious wounds: with a herb," Atharoa-veda-
sarrhitii, Pt. 1, 166. 

105 sastriidyabhighiitajanitarudhirapraviihanivrttaye asthyiidibhanganivrttaye ca; cf. Ke5ava: atha 
sastriidyabhighiite rudhirapraviihe bhai~ajyiiny ucyante. 

106 rohit]y asili siiktarr riitrf miiteti sabdasya liik~iipiiryiiyatviit; see also Bloomfield, Hymns, 
385, and Whitney-Lanman, Pt. 1, 166; cf. also Caland, AZ, 90. 
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with the resin liiksa at AVS 5.5.7; and 2. The fact that it exhibits resin-like 
properties, which, he suggests, are exemplified at AVS 5.5 (La doctrine, 
110-11; cf. also AVS 5.5). As we have seen, however, she is rather a plant-
goddess, which is also the interpretation of the tradition. The liik~a-resin, 
therefore, could have been divinized and made an aspect of the goddess 
because of its close association with plants. As early as ~VI<h 4.7.5, 6 (see 
notes to AVS 5.5.5, 9), the word arundhatf was considered to have the 
meaning of 'non-obstructing.' This lends further support to Sayal).a's sug-
gested etymology. 

VERSE 2 

P 4.15.5 reads: yadi (K: yad u) SrnJa'!l yadi (K: yad u) dyuttam asthi pe~tra'!l 
(K: pe~ta'!l) ta tftmanal}, dhtfttf tat sarva'!l kalpaytft sa'!l dadhat paru~tf parul}, 
"If your bone is broken, if your piece of flesh is inflamed, [then] let Dhaq 
set all that in order [and] reunite [it], joint with joint." The major difficulty 
with the Sau verse lies in the reading tisti pe~tra'!l. For pe~tra'!l, Sayal).a 
reads pre~tha'!l and glosses: "the most beloved, i.e. another limb (perhaps, 
the penis) which is broken by means of blows from a mace, etc." (priya-
tama'!l yad anyad ariga'!l mudgaraprahtfrtfdibhir bhagna'!l bhavati). The word, 
however, seems to be derived from the root pis, 'to carve,' and to be related 
to pisitti and pesi, 'flesh'; cf. also K's, pe~tam. This, then, would point to 
the meaning of pe~tra as 'piece of flesh' (see in particular Bloomfield, 387-
88; T. Chowdhury, JBORS, 17: 85-86; Alsdorf, Kleine Schriften, 24; and 
Mayrhofer, Wb, 2: 343). Bloomfield has also suggested that the more correct 
reading of tisti is most probably tisthi (387-88). This also seems likely as 
the P has asthi, 'bone' (cf. also Alsdorf, Kleine Schriften, 24). The mention 
of the god Dhaq in this context of healing is quite unusual. Only in one 
other place in the A VS is there a hint that he may have performed such a 
function. At 18.4.48, he is called upon to lengthen one's life. His primary 
role in the ~V is as a creator or establisher and is often associated with 
Pii~an, Saviq, Prajapati and Tva~rr who, incidentally, is said to be able to 
put quickness into horse's feet (AVS 6.92.1 = VS. 9.8). In the TB (1.1.9.1), 
he is mentioned as one of the eight sons of Aditi (see Macdonell, Vedic 
Mythology, 43, 116, 117). 

VERSE 3 

In ab, P 4.15.1 reads as Sau with the omission of te in a. In cd, it has 
sa'!l te rtf~trasya (?, K as Sau) visrasta'!l sa'!l sntfva sam u (K: sa'!lsrtfvam astu) 
parva te, "Let your tom piece of flesh and your joint be flowed together 
(i.e. be united)" (following K). 

VERSE 4 

The difficult ptfda c reads more easily if we emend it, according to P 
4.15.3c, to tisrk te 'sna rohatu (see Alsdorf, Kleine Schriften, 25-26; cf. also 
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Whitney-Lanman, who suggests such an emendation, but is unsure of its 
strength, 167). Sayal)a, however, offers another possible explanation for 
reading the piida as it is. He suggests, on the strength of b, that c is elliptical; 
whereby, asrjii and asthnii must be supplied, i.e. "let blood grow with blood; 
let bone grow with bone"( ... carmarJa carmeti trtlyiintasya tatra dr~tatviit 
asrjii asthnii iti trtfyiintal!l padam adhyiihrtya yojyam. asrjii asrj rohatu asthnii 
asthi rohatv iti. si~tal!l nigadasiddham). 

VERSE 5 

Again c reads better if emended according toP 4.15.2b, i.e. asthna asthi 
v{ rohatu (see Alsdorf, Kleine Schriften, 26). Sayar:ta gives the same expla-
nation as in the previous note. Even with the emendation, piida c seems 
out of place. abc employ the verb in the second person imperative, addressed 
to the herb, while c uses the third person imperative, apparently directed 
to the patient. It seems, therefore, that c should be separated from the rest 
of the verse, bringing the focus back upon the patient; and it has been so 
rendered. P 4.15.2-3 offers some interesting variants to these verses: P 
4.15.2: majjii majjflii sal!! dhlyatiim asthniisthy api (K: vi) rohatu, sniiva te 
sal!! dadhma~ sniivnii carmarJii carma rohatu, "Let the marrow be united with 
marrow; let the bone grow forth with bone; we unite your sinew with 
sinew; let the skin grow with skin" (note that the use of the first person 
and the addition of sniivan in c suggest that this piida may have been 
added). P 4.15.3: loma lomnii sandhfyatiil!l tvacii sal!! kalpayii tvacam, asrk 
te asnii rohatu miii!ISal!l miil!lsena rohatu, "Let the hair be united with hair; 
make skin join with skin; let your blood grow with blood; let the flesh 
grow with flesh" (note that the use of the second person in b suggests an 
addition). 

VERSE 6 

Most translators, basing themselves on Sayar:ta (uktam arthal!l dr~tiintena 
draqhayati ratha ityiidinii), assume that there is, in ab, an implied comparison 
which, perhaps, emphasizes the recovery of the victim (see Grill, 18; 
Bloomfield, 20; Weber, 48; and Whitney-Lanman, 167. Griffith, following 
Ludwig, renders the line as two separate thoughts, 147). Alsdorf, however, 
has very astutely noticed an inconsistency in thought between the first and 
second line. He says that the notion of a good chariot which runs does not 
correspond with that of an appeal to stand firmly erect (Kleine Schriften, 
27-28). This objection has led to a complete re-examination of this verse 
in terms of a healer imploring an animal, perhaps a horse, to stand up and 
become well. In this way, the implied comparison is no longer needed, and 
the verse may be read as it is. P 4.15.7 has a variant of this verse which 
contains many doubtful readings, but may tentatively be presented here: 
ut ti~tha prehi sam u dhiihi (Bh.: samidhiiya?) te paru~ sal!! te dhiitii dadhiitu 
tanvo viri~tam, ratha~ sucakra~ supavir yathaiti sukha~ suniibhi~ prati ti~tha 
evam, "Stand up, advance and become united (?). Let Dhaq unite for you 
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your joint [and] what of the body is broken. Like a chariot with strong 
wheels, rims, axle holes [and] hubs, stand firmly thus." Alsdorf has con-
sidered this verse and has suggested that, on the basis of meter, the piida 
should break between saJ?l te and dhiitii, and that sam . . . dhiihi, on the 
basis of Sau verse 5, can only refer to the herb and therefore does not fit 
with te paruiJ. He concludes that sam u dhiihi te paruiJ "is not only an 
interpolation from somewhere else but also corrupt in itself" (Kleine Schrif-
ten, 27-28). From the above reading we notice that the P seems to support 
the notion that a simile is present; and, if part of the reading is accepted, 
Dhatr is named as the one who should make the body whole. Unfortunately, 
like much of the P hymn, this entire verse seems terribly corrupted and, 
as Alsdorf seems to imply, may be a later interpolation. 

VERSE 7 

In d, Sayat:ta considers the Atharvavedic mantra to be the subject of the 
verb stiJ?l dadhat (. . . evaJ?l iitharvatJO mantro vis1i~tam atigaJ?l saJ?ldadhiitity 
artha]J). Kuhn (59), Ludwig (508) and Griffith (147) understand that rbhus 
should be read here. Kuhn, however, suggests that rbhu may be an epithet 
of dhiita mentioned in verse 2 (59). Grill (126) and Bloomfield (20, 389), 
on analogy with verse 2, consider Dhatr to be the implied subject. This 
interpretation may also receive support from P 4.15.7 (see previous note). 
It would be more likely that Tvaf?rr, the mender of horses' limbs who is 
associated with Dhaq-, should be understood as the subject. Because of the 
lack of corroborative evidence, however, this is only conjecture. The most 
obvious subject seems to be Dhaq. Both Grill (126) and Hillebrandt (Ve-
dachrestomathie, 48 n) regard this and the previous verse to be later addi-
tions. P 4.15.6 presents a rough correspondence to this verse; but, because 
of the number of obscure readings, it is too difficult to be rendered intel-
ligibly at this time. The text according to Bh., however, is as follows: yadi 
vajro visr.}tas tv iirakii tiit (?, K: visr.}ta sthiirakii jiitu) patitvii yadi vii viri~tam, 
vrk~iid vii yad avasad dasaSfr~aribhiirathasyeva saJ?l dadhiimi te paruiJ (?, K: 
vii yadi viivibhyasi Sfr~arbhiir iti sa evaJ?l saJ?l dhiimi te paruiJ; Bar: yadi viiv-
yadhyase or vii vidhyase). Is it important to note that the hazards which 
cause the injury mentioned in the Sau verse seem better to exemplify those 
which a horse may have encountered, rather than those met by a man. 

Notes to 5.5 

Most translators agree that AVS 5.5 is a charm to a healing plant or to 
a resin for the cure of wounds.107 Kuhn mentions verses 8-9 in relation to 

107 Zim}ner translates the entire hymn in the course of his discussion of the plant 
arundhatf, Leben, 67; Grill renders the hymn under his section, "I<rankheit," Hundert Lieder 
des Atharva-Veda, 10, 142; Griffith: "The hymn is a charm, addressed to a Plant, to mend a 
broken bone," Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 1: 195; Bloomfield: "Charm with the plant siliicf(l~ii, 
arundhati) for the cure of wounds," Hymns, 20, 419; Weber: "Mistelzweig-Amulett (Mistletoe-
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AVS 4.12 and the use of Arundhafito heal the injuries of a horse.108 The 
charm is not mentioned in the KausS; but, according to Darila, it, along 
with AVS 4.12, is reckoned at KausS 28.14 in the hymns characterized by 
the word lak~a(lak~alinga) and employed in a rite to heal flesh wounds. A 
variant of the hymn occurs at J!.gvedakhila 4.7 which is inserted after ~V 
10.137 and which, according to BD 8.51, is directed to lak~tf. 109 

VERSE 1 

For ratri; 'the night,' here and at P 6.4.1, ~VKh 4.7.1 has bhumir, 'the 
earth,' which, being more logical, is called matf at AVS 6.120.2 and TA 
2.6.2. In a, Vishva Bandhu quite boldly construes ntibha~, 'cloud,' as a 
nominative masculine singular in the sense of "day" and emends ab to 
... p{ta(ta tiryama) te pitamahti~, " ... the day is thy father, Aryaman 
thy grandfather," arguing that day has to be understood as the common 
opposite of night and that p{taryama must be read as five syllables (VIJ, 9: 
3-6). His rendering of ntibha~ is suspect, but his proposed emendation is 
possible. Since Yama is mentioned in verse 8, however, one cannot discount 
the likelihood that the word is to be read here. In c, P(K) has siladi; but 0, 
silaci; the accepted reading for P. At ~VKh 4.7.1 and P 6.4.8 (see verse 8 
below) the reading is ghrtaci; 'shining with ghee,' which appears to be the 
name of a snake or perhaps of a plant (cf. Bloomfield, 608) and which, at 
AVS 19.48 is called ratrf(verse 6) and mat~ (verse 2). Most western inter-
preters consider silacf to be a plant, another name for lak~a and arundhatf 
(see Weber, 182; Griffith, 195 n; Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 2: 450, and 
Bloomfield, who proposes a connection with silafljalQ, a creeping plant or 
weed which grows in grain fields, mentioned at AVS 6.16.4 and KausS 
5.16, 450; so also Mayrhofer, who also suggests that both silacf and 
silafljalamay be connected with sila, 'arsenic,' Wb, 3: 470). The derivation 
from sila, 'stone,' receives support from P and also brings to mind the word 
silajitu which is a black substance exuding from rocks, used among the 
people of the Indus Valley and as an ayurvedic medicine (Marshall, Mohen-
jo-Daro and the Indus Valley Civilization, 2: 587-88, and Dutt and King, 
Materia Medica, 95). Filliozat, on the other hand, understands silact lak~a 
and arundhatfto be names of a resin which exudes and flows down plants 
(La doctrine, 109-11; cf. also AVS 4.12.1 n). Vishva Bandhu also maintains 
that silacfis a resin (VIJ, 9: 1-3). It is difficult to know for sure whether 

twig-amulet)," IS, 18; 181; Whitney-Lanman: "To a healing plal!t, ltik~if," Atharoa-veda-Saf!'lhitif, 
Pt. 1, 228; Vishva Bandhu: "An Atharvan hymn to Lac(ltik~Q)-AV V.5," VIJ, 9 (1971): 1-
20; 281-89; see also an earlier version of the hymn rendered by Vishva Bandhu in Siddha-
Bhiiratfor The Rosary of lndology (Hoshiapur, 1950), 201-13. 

108 "Indische und germanische Segensspriiche," KZ, 13 (1864): 61. 
109 See Isidor Scheftelowitz, Die Apokryphen des ~gveda (1906; rpt. Hildesheim, 1966), 120, 

and L. C. Barret, "Three versions of an atharvan hymn" (J. D. C. Pavry, ed., Oriental Studies 
in honour of Cursetji Pavry, London, 1933), 26-28; cf. also A. A. Macdonnell, The Brhad-
Devatif, Pt. 2 (1904; rpt. Delhi, 1965), 306-307. · 
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these obscure words refer to a plant or to a resin found on the plant. It 
does seem apparent, however, that they have a vegetal connection and, in 
fact, may be different aspects of a female divinity, the characteristics of 
whom become manifested quite distinctly in the verses of this charm. 

VERSE 2 

For bhartn~ 'protectress,' P 6.4.2 has dhartn-'female supporter', and ~VKh 
4.7.2 reads tratril'}i; 'protectress,' 'savioress' (from the root trii; note the pun 
on trayase in b). P continues cd with the possible reading: ca sasvatam asi 
sasvata7t1 ca nyancanf(K manuscript: tyanvancanf7t1, Edgerton: tv anvancani). 
Similarly ~VKh: sasvatam asi sasvata7t1 samytincani: Vishva Bandhu spec-
ulates that the second sasvata'tl may have been a scribal error; or perhaps, 
being derived from the root sas, 'to cut,' it could mean "wounded ones," 
specifying the janana7t1 of the Sau (VIJ, 9: 12). This latter explanation is 
appealing, but much too speculative to be considered seriously. For the 
corrupt tyanvancanf7t1 in K, he posits the possible reconstruction: adhyan-
vancani; and for samyancanf in the ~VKh, he proposes samayancani: Both 
emendations, like nyancani; may then be derived from the root vane, 'to 
cover'; and in this way, the resinous silacf could be considered as covering 
over a wound (ibid., 10-11 ). This is an interesting hypothesis. It should be 
pointed out, however, that the primary Vedic meaning of the root vane is 
'to move in a waving manner,' 'to stagger.' It is more likely that nyancanf 
is from the root anc, 'to bend' and with the prefix n{ has the sense of a 
place where one could hide by crouching, i.e. 'a refuge' (cf. ~V 8.27.18, 
AVS 4.36.6, Kuiper, IIJ, 2: 158, and Mayrhofer, WB, 3: 748). 

VERSE 3 

For ab, ~VKh 4.7.4 has: vrk~ti'tlvrk~a'tl sti7t1 patasi vf~ayantfva kanyantf, 
"You, like a mannish young girl, fly unto each and every tree." P 6.4.5 
(=7.12.6) reads as Sau, but has vrf!a7Jyantfva, in b. jayantf, 'triumphant,' 
has later come to designate a particular plant. The word spara7Jfis uncertain, 
but appears to be derived from the root spr, 'to release from.' Vishva Bandhu 
again quite boldly conjectures that it is from spaS, 'to stick' and renders d 
as "'seizer' by name thou art, indeed" (VIJ, 9: 12-13). P 6.4.5 (7.12.6) 
reads sa7t1jaytf, 'subduing' and similarity ~VKh has sa7t1jeyi, 'overpowering'? 
The tradition, therefore, seems to have understood a different word whose 
meaning is quite similar to that of jayanti: sparal'}i; therefore, may have the 
sense of subduing with the purpose of releasing one from difficulty or 
disease. Filliozat mentions this verse in support of his theory that resin is 
referred to: "11 est dit en effet qu'elle grimpe aux arbres (AV 5.5.3) mais 
les trainees de resine courent sur l'ecorce comme des tiges de Hanes aux-
quelles on peut comparer" (La doctrine, 110 n). The verse seems to suggest 
a goddess who, perhaps in the form of resin, mounts the trees; and because 
of that, she came to be known as a conquerer who adheres to the trees 
and who has the power to extricate or disentangle one from difficulty. 
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VERSE 4 

htirasa is questionable but may be derived from the root hr, 'to take,' i.e. 
'by force,' 'by violence' or from hr, 'to flame,' i.e. 'by fire' or 'by a flame.' 
Since specific, rather than general, means for causing injury are mentioned, 
the rendering 'by a flame' is more acceptable (cf. Mayrhofer, Wb, 3: 579, 
and Vishva Bandhu, VIJ, 9: 14). n{~krti~ has the primary meaning 'eradi-
cator(feminine)' or 'healer(feminine)'; but in the context of broken limbs it 
has the sense of 'mender(feminine).' In cd, P 6.4.3 reads: tasya tvam asi 
bhe~ajfni~krtir nama va asi, "You are the medicine of (for) that [limb], indeed 
you are mender, by name"; and ~VI<h 4.7.3 has ttisya tvtim asi n{~krti~ 
sanau n{~krtya 6~adhf1J, "Being removed at ground level, you, 0 herb, are 
the mender of the [limb]." This half-verse suggests a ritual process of re-
moving plants from the ground and indicates that a herb or plant is to be 
used in the healing rite. The entire verse shows that healing or mending 
is one of the auspicious qualities of the goddess (see verse 6 below). 

VERSE 5 

P 6.4.4, like ~VI<h 4.7.5, reads the plants in the locative, but has bhadri, 
in a, c, and plak~e1J.a, in a. In ab, ~VI<h has n{s ti~thasvatthi; in c, par1J.e 
nyagr6dhe and in d, sa mart~ rautsfd arundhatt "[For] that Arundhati has 
covered me" (note that the play on the words rautsfd and arundhatf suggests 
that arundhatf is from the root rudh, 'to cover,' 'to obstruct'). The idea 
expressed by n{s ti~thasy, "You arise out of," hints at the notion of a resin 
(see Filliozat, La doctrine, 110 and note; cf. also Vishva Bandhu who renders 
it as "steadfast" which presumably refers to the resin which sticks on the 
trees, VIJ, 9: 15-16). 

VERSE 6 

A parallel to this verse is not found in the ~VI<h. For hira1J.yavar1J.e, '0 
golden one,' P 6.4.7 reads hira.1J.yabahu (0: hira1J.yabaho), '0 golden armed' 
which, in the Epic, refers to Siva (cf. Vishva Bandhu who takes bahu in 
the sense of "hue," VIJ, 9: 16-17); for cd, P has the much easier reading: 
rutartJ gacchasi ni~krdhi (Raghu Vira: ni~krte) semartJ ni~krdhi piiru~am, "May 
you go to the fracture. Mend [it]; indeed, mend this man"; 0 reads differ-
ently: rutartJ gacchati ni~krfi~ sedartJ ni~krdhi bhadraya, which may tentatively 
be rendered as "The mender goes to the wound; indeed, by means of the 
auspicious lady, mend this (one)." Filliozat mentions that the golden color 
expressed in this and the next verse can be correctly applied to resins, but 
not to the red lac (La doctrine, 110-11). It could also refer to the foliage 
of trees. 

VERSE 7 

For h{ra1J.yavar1J.e, '0 golden one,' ~VI<h 4.7.7 reads h{ra1J.yapar1J.e, '0 
golden-winged (or leaved) one' which draws us back to the plant par1J.ti 
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mentioned in verse 5; or, as Barret points out, it could merely be a graphic 
error involving the letters v and p ("Three versions . . . ," 28). For su~me, 
'fiery (fire-colored)' (see, Bloomfield, 421, and ZDMG, 48: 565 ff.), it has 
s6k~me, from sUk~ma, meaning perhaps 'delicate.' For l6masavak~a1Je, '0 
hairy-sided one,' P(K) 6.4.6 has l6masamak~a1Je, 'visibly hairy(?),' emended 
by Edgerton and Barret to read as Sau; 0 has, in a, yuva te(?), suggesting 
a binding action, and lomasuvak~ane (=Sau?), in b. Vishva Bandhu ascribes 
the epithet, "sister of the waters," to the fact that when the resin first 
appears, it is in the form of "viscous honey-like drops" and therefore, is 
liquid like water. Ford, he renders: "The wind, verily, became your solid-
ifier" and explains: "The exposure of 'the sister of the waters' to the air 
causes its encrustment. This seems to be referred to by the description of 
viitti- as its iitmtin-, 'solidifier, one that makes it a compact mass' " (VIJ, 9: 
18, 20). Such an explanation seems to be very unlikely. While it is possible 
that the initial liquid nature of a resin could be meant by "sister of the 
waters," it also suggests a plant which is found living in or near ponds or 
lakes. To read iitmtin as "solidifier," however, is completely out of the 
question. Nowhere in the Vedic literature has such a meaning been testified. 
It could refer to a tree's wind-stirred leaves or branches which bear witness 
to the wind's presence. 

VERSE 8 

For siliid P 6.4.8 has ghrtiicl (cf. ~VKh 4.7.1 and note 1 above); for 
'jababhru, 'jababhrii and for ttiva, P(K) has bhava, Bar. and 0 read as Sau. 
In d, it reads uk~itii; and 0 has siivas, in c. In ab, Grill emends kiinln6 to 
kiinlnti, and tijababhru to ajtibabhru~ and renders: "Silacf ist ein Jungfemkind, 
dein Vater braunrot, wie des Bock. ... " He further equates these with 
the father and mother mentioned in verse 1 (11, 143; d. also Zimmer, 67). 
This is a possible interpretation; but, as Bloomfield points out, it is prob-
lematic (421). Inc, the pada-text reads iisnQ, 'by the mouth,' for asni 'with 
the blood.' Most translators read asntfbecause, as Grill (145) and Bloomfield 
(423) suggest, a similar notion is found in German mythology and a ref-
erence to Yama's bloody mouth occurs at TA 4.29. The idea seems to be 
that siliicfhas absorbed the divine animal's blood with which she has been 
sprinkled and has, therefore, gained from it her power, virtue and color. 
There is, however, a problem with siliicf Previously, it has been understood 
as a feminine. Here, however, the word must be conceived as a masculine, 
i.e. the father, brown in color and born of a young girl. Vishva Bandhu 
conjectures that on account of the mention of brown-colored lac, the sim-
ilarly colored siliijit (bitumen) must be meant as the father. He therefore 
posits, phonetically, the reading siliicit (VIJ, 9: 281). We may arrive at a 
similar conclusion if we understand siliicf to be a nominative masculine 
singular from siliidn (cf. Weber, 184). Although the problem cannot be 
settled with certainty, it is clear that the poet wished to speak of the male 
counterpart or producer of the female siliicl, a word which in tum is a 
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variant of the name silad Vishva Bandhu goes on to discount the reading 
tijababhru as "goat-brown," and based on the K reading, asserts that it is 
actually to be understood as two words: titha btibhru. This is possible; how-
ever notice Barret emends to Sau. ajabahru is, nevertheless, found in K and 
0. For kanlno, Vishva Bandhu renders, "mine-born," stating that it is merely 
a phonetic variant of khan!, 'mine.' This explanation seems forced and the 
meaning is not at all clear in the context. In d, he prefers the reading 
asna (cf. above) and renders uk~ita as "carried" which, he says, may ulti-
mately be derived from the root *vak~, i.e. vah, 'to carry' (VIJ, 9: 282-83). 
The reading of asna for asna is a matter of opinion and the meaning of 
uk~ita as "carried" is unlikely. 

VERSE 9 

This is an extremely obscure verse. ~VKh 4.7.6 reads: tisvasyasrk sa'!lpatasi 
tat parrJtim abhi ti~thasi, sartit pataty arrJasi (Vishva Bandhu proposes the 
emendation: sara patatriPJI asi, VIJ, 9: 285) sa ma'!l rautsld arundhatl, "You, 
0 horse's blood, stream forth [and] tread upon that part}ti-tree. You are [as] 
a winged stream (following Vishva Bandhu). [Therefore,] that Arundhafi 
has covered me." P 6.4.9 has parrJam in b (0 also has si~yada~?), and in d, 
sara patatri'JY asi, "you are a winged stream." For asnti~, Whitney-Lanman 
(229) and Vishva Bandhu (VIJ, 9: 283) read asnti~, which makes better 
sense; but, as noticed in ~VKh, "blood" seems to be the intended meaning. 
One can only surmise that the poet wished to make an indirect comparison, 
i.e. streaming as horse's blood; or perhaps, he had in mind the red color 
of the blood which could be conceived as streaming from it. It may also 
point to a mythological episode in which the goddess became a specific 
tree-divinity. The notion of a "winged-stream" is also encountered at ~V 
10.97.9 and seems to reflect the sense of speed (cf. Vishva Bandhu, VIJ, 9: 
284). K has two additional verses which, Barret states, are most probably 
later additions ("Three versions ... ," 27, 28): 10. ghrtacake vamarate 
vidyatparrJe arundhati, yatura'!l gami~thasi tvam angani~kary asi. 11. yat te 
'jagrabha'!l pisacais tat tarhapy ayata'!l puna~, lak~a[ffa] tva visvabhe~ajl[r] 
devebhir trayata'!l saha. These are wanting in the Orissa manuscripts, thereby 
lending support to Barret's contention. 

Notes to 2.3 

Most translators agree that AVS 2.3 is a charm against bodily discharges, 
perhaps produced by a wound.110 Sayax;ta prescribes it, along with A VS 

110 Weber: "Wundenbalsam (Wound-balsam)," IS, 13: 138; Ludwig: "Heilendes Waszer 
(To healing waters)," Der Rigveda, 3: 507; Grill renders it under his section: "Durchfall und 
Wundkrankheit (Diarrhea and wound-disease)," Hundert Lieder des Atharva-Veda, 17, 79; 
Griffith: "The hymn contains a charm in which water is used to cure disease," Hymns of the 
Atharvaveda, 1: 43; Bloomfield: "Charm against excessive discharges from the body, undertaken 
with spring water," Hymns, 9, 277; and Whitney-Lanman: "For relief from flux: with a certain 
remedy," Atharva-veda-sarrrhita; Pt. 1, 40. 
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1.2, for use in a rite against "fever, diarrhoea, excessive flow of urine, and 
[discharges caused by] a wound to the (blood) vessels (or fistula)" 111 at 
KausS 25.6-9. Although it was ultimately used in a healing rite, it appears, 
from the context, that the charm may have originally been recited while 
the healer was preparing his remedy. 

VERSE 1 

P(K) 1.8.1 has part of cd only: . . . bhe~ajaf!! subhe~ajaf!! tad u krJomi 
bhe~ajam. Bh., however, has the entire verse: amu~mad adhi parvatad avatkam 
asi bhe~ajam, bhe~ajaf!! subhe~ajaf!! yat te krJomi bhe~ajam, "You are the 
medicine, flowing from yonder mountain. [Thus,] I make for you medicine, 
the medicine which [is] an effectual medicine." For the difficult avatktim, 
in b, Sayal)a, based on the Siitra, understands the tips of the mufija-grass 
which protect by removing disease (vyadhiparihareiJ.a rak~akaf!! mufijasira~). 
Rather, it seems to be a present participle from the obscure root av, 'to 
move' (see T. Chowdhury, JBORS, 17: 35) and may thus be rendered as 
'gliding' or 'flowing,' suggesting water. Bloomfield also understands water 
to be meant and, relating the word to avatti, 'spring,' translates: "spring 
water" (9, 278; cf. also Grill, 17, 79 and Weber, "Briinnelein," 138). Whit-
ney-Lanman, on the other hand, suggest that it is a present participle from 
the root av, 'to favor,' formed like ejatkti at A VS 5.23.7 and thus render: 
"aiding" (40). The exact sense of the second line is uncertain. It appears 
that the healer recited this verse while preparing a remedy which, with 
the addition of mountain stream water, becomes very potent (cf. Weber, 
138; Griffith, 43 n, and Bloomfield, 278). Ludwig emends to subhe~ajo, 
making it adjectival to the subject of tisasi, i.e. "so that you may have good 
medicine." In this way both te, in c, and the subject refer to the patient 
(507). This receives support from P (Bh). 

VERSE 2 

In ab, P 1.8.2 has: . . . sataf!! ya(K:yad) bhe~ajani te sahasraf!! va ca yani 
te, which may tentatively be rendered: " ... [of those] which are your 
hundred medicines or [of those] which are your thousand [medicines]. ... " 
In b, however, Bh. has te sahasraf!! vaghajani te, ". . . or your thousand 
[medicines] born of sin," which is absurd (cf. Renou, JA, 252: 425). cd reads 
as Sau, except, K has arohaiJ.am, 'ascending?' for tirogaiJ.am (Bh. reads as 
Sau). ab is also found at P(K) 20.33.8 which has in cd: [sre~tham asrava-
bhe~ajaf!!] vasi~thaf!! roganasanam, "[you are] the best medicine against asrava 
[and] the most excellent destroyer of the affliction"; 0 has te~af!! asi tvam 
uttamam (=K 20.33.8a) sre~thatamasravabhe~ajaf!! vasi~thaf!! roganasanam, 
"You are the best of them, the very best medicine against asrava [and] the 

111 jvariitlsiiriitimutranii4fvra~Je~u, cf. Ke5ava: atha jvariitisiirabhai~ajyiiny ucyante and Darila: 
"This is a cure for diarrhoea because that is the meaning of the word iisriiva" (atisiirabhai~ajyam 
iisriivasabdasya tadviiditviit; cf. also Bloomfield, AJPh, 7: 468). 
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most excellent destroyer of the affliction" (cf. AVS 6.44.2 and notes, 78 
and 211). Sayai;ta considers asrava (root STU plus a) to be 'the discharges 
beginning with diarrhoea, excessive urine-flow and [that caused by] a 
wound to the (blood) vessels (or fistula)' (asravantili asraviif]. atfsaratimii-
trana4fvra1J.adaya~) and rogalJ.a as 'the disease rooted in them' (tanmiilaroga). 
Sayai;ta may be correct, for at A VS 1.2.4 and 6.44.2, affliction (r6ga) and 
asrava are found together. They represent the bodily affliction or flesh-
wound with its symptoms. In this case, the symptoms are the discharges; 
and the wound is simply known as the affliction. Bloomfield points out 
that a is to be understood as a rhetorical question (279). 

VERSE 3 

For P 1.8.3cd, see AVS 6.44.2 n, 211, below. P 19.30.9 reads ab (=manu-
script 'P' cd) as Sau cd. In this verse, the medicine (bhe~aja) appears to 
refer to the trickling water (avatka) (see verse 1 above and AVS 19.30.8). 
P 20.43.4cd and 20.54.3ab read as Sau cd. At 20.54.3, there is a reference 
to medicine derived from the mountains and from the sea and which is 
also employed against takman (20.54.1, 2). These numerous occurrences 
of the phrase suggest that it may be formulaic, at least, in P. The word 
arusralJ.am 'treatment for wounds' (Roth-Whitney read: arussralJ.am or 
aru~sralJ.am, see Whitney-Lanman, 41) is difficult. In b, Sayai;ta, reading 
aru~sralJ.am, suggests that it is either the place where the wound ripens, i.e 
the head of the sore; or, it is the medicine which brings about the sore's 
ripening (. . . vra1J.asya pakasthanam. vralJ.amukham ity artha~. . . . aru~ 
srayati pakva~ bhavati upasamanonmukha~ bhavati aneneti. . . . idam mahat 
au~adha~ . .. ). At P(K) 1.8.3, 4 (see below), the word is read as aruspanam, 
'wound-protector.' Bh., however, has arusthanam which Renou, recalling 
the sense of sthana in the medical texts, renders: "le lieu (de traitement) 
des blessures" ijA, 252: 425-26). Most translators understand aru(~)sralJ.a 
to be a healer of wounds (see Weber, 138; Grill, 17, 80; Griffith, 44; Bloom-
field, 9, 279-80; and Whitney-Lanman, 41). In light of the discrepancy in 
the P readings, one is forced to accept the Sau which, in itself, suggests a 
remedy (bhe~aja) which brings about the suppuration of wounds 
[aru(~)sralJ.a) i.e. a treatment for wounds. The medicine buried by the asuras 
refers to pippall(see AVS 6.109.3, below, 213). 

VERSE 4 

For upajfka, in a, P(K) 1.8.4 has the Pali form upacikQ; and for cd, it reads 
aruspano 'sy atharvalJ.o rogasthanam asy atharvalJ.am, "You are the wound-
protector belonging to the Atharvans; you are the disease receptacle be-
longing to the Atharvans." Bh. reads ab as Sau; and for c, he has arusthanam 
asy (cf. notes to verse 3 and Renou, JA, 242: 426). Sayai;ta glosses upajfka 
as "female termites issuing from a termites' nest" (valmikani~padika vam-
rya~). Weber renders the word as "Wassemixen." On the basis of KausS 
25.6-9, however, he has suggested that it may have the sense of upadika 
(a species of ant); although, he finds it hard to see a connection between 
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FIG. 7. Questionable trepanation. Skull of adult, #H 7968. Harappa. 3rd-2nd millennium B.C. 

FIG. 8. Trepanation. Skull of child who may have suffered from hydrocephaly. #KLB-8/69 . 
Kalibangan (Rajasthan). 3rd-2nd millennium B.C. Arrows indicate holes and bum marks. 



210 RELIGIOUS MEDICINE 

ants and the sea (139-40). Bloomfield has confirmed the derivation of 
upajt'ka from upadikti and has shown that these (white) ants were thought 
to be endowed with the quality of producing water which was beneficial 
in healing (AJPh, 7: 482-Sl4; see also Grill, 81; Griffith, 44 n; and Whitney-
Lanman, 41; cf. also AVS 6.100.2 where upajt'kas are connected with water). 
Sayat;ta, following KausS 25.7, considers that the medicine has the form 
of clay from a termites' nest (valmikamrttiktiriipam au~adham). Rather, it 
appears to be medicine derived from the third source, the sea or large lake, 
i.e. water. 

VERSE 5 
For arusr~am, in a, P(K) 1.8.3 has arusptinam (Bh., arusthtinam, see above; 

Raghu Vira: arusptinam, see Hoffmann, IIJ, 11: 4 n6). Sayat;ta understands 
this to be a reference to the medicine which has the form of clay from the 
field and which, being a styptic for the wound, was extracted from a marshy 
field(. . . vratJasya pacanarr . . . kedtirtidik~etrariiptiyal] sakasat. . . . uddhr-
tam . ... yad . .. au~adharr k~etramrttiktiriipam ... ). This verse may refer 
back to verse 3, in which the plant remedy was dug up from the ground. 
Cf. also A VS 1.24.4 where a dark plant (syama) is said to be taken up from 
the earth (prthivya adhy udbhrta). 

VERSE 6 

A parallel in Pis wanting. In this verse, we notice that the two types of 
remedies or medicines are clearly defined as water and plants. Also we 
have a hint that the cause for the bloody discharge may have been arrows 
sent by demons or enemies. Cf., in particular, AVS 1.2, 6.44 and 6.109. 

Notes to 6.44 
Translators agree that A VS 6.44 is a medical charm. They are, however, 

not unanimous in their views concerning the disease to be removed. Ber-
gaigne-Henry, Griffith and Whitney-Lanman consider it to be generally 
remedial;112 while Florenz specifies it as against "Durchfall (Diarrhea)" 113 

and Bloomfield as "against excessive discharges from the body." 114 Sayat;ta 
prescribes its use "in a rite to heal deteriorated wind (or slander)" 115 at 
KausS 31.6. 

VERSE 1 

ab are found with slight variants at AVS 6.77.1ab (d concludes with 
making horses stand in their station), at P 3.40.5ab (d concludes with re-

112 Bergaigne-Henry: "Conjuration en appliquant un remede," Manuel, 151; Griffith: "A 
charm to remove disease," Hymns of the Atharoaveda, 1: 268; and Whitney-Lanman: "For 
cessation of a di~ease," Atharoa-veda-sa711hittf, Pt. 1, 312. Cf. also Ludwig who entitles it 
simply: "vi~tft}aktf," Der Rigveda, 3: 509. 

113 BB, 12: 314. 
114 Hymns, 10, 481. 
115 apava1a (or apavtfda) bhai~ajyakarmat}i; cf. Ke5ava: apavtfde bhai~ajyam ucyate. On the 

variant reading see Bloomfield, Hymns, 481-82, and Caland, AZ, 99 n4. 
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questing desire to stand still), at P 19.23.9ab (cd concludes with the statement 
that the danger of poison has stood still and that adversity has become, as 
it were, feeble) and at P 20.56.3ab (d concludes with the healer proclaiming 
that he has put an end to the patient's red color?). Because of the repetition 
of these two padas in verses culminating with various requests, there is a 
strong suggestion that they are formulaic (cf. Bloomfield, 483). cd is found 
unchanged at P 20.33.7ab (cf. note 2, below). Saya:r:ta describes rogo, in d, 
as that "characterized by the flow of blood" (rudhirasravatmakas). Bloom-
field, however, does not wish to limit the flow or discharge merely to blood 
and, on the basis of KausS 25.6-9 and its commentaries, considers that it 
indicates excessive discharges in general (234-35, 277-78, 483). Inc, Ber-
gaigne and Henry suggest the unlikely reading iirdhvasvapnas which, when 
construed with rogo, means a disease which causes insomnia (151 nand 
210; see also Henry who says the treatment in this verse is only clear 
enough to enable one to appreciate its serene absurdity, La magie, p. 196). 
The affliction or wound (roga), as at A VS 2.3, appears to be that which has 
a discharge of blood as its major symptom. The healer, therefore, implores 
the blood-flow to stop (cf. AVS 1.17, 80 and 213-17). 

VERSE 2 

P 20.33.7ab reads as Sau verse led (above) and in d, it has saJ'!lbhrtani, 
'collected' for StlJ'!lgatani. For cd, P 20.33.8cd reads as Sau (see AVS 2.3.2 
n, 207-208, above). Saya:r:ta glosses the difficult word stil!lgatani, in b, as 
'attained (or produced)' (SaJ'!lpraptani). It means literally: 'those gone to-
gether' (root gam plus StlJ'!l) and seems to reflect the sense of 'collected' (as 
P; see also Bloomfield, 10) or 'brought together.' At ~V 1.24.9 Varu:r:ta's 
medicines (or physicians) are enumerated as one hundred and one thousand 
(sattil!l te rajan bhi~aja~ sahtisram . .. ). The hundred bhi~ajs, however, may 
refer to the satabhi~ak nak~atra, associated with Varu:r:ta at TB 3.1.2.9 [see 
Paul-Emile Dumont, "The I~?P.s to the Nakljatras (or Oblations to the Lunar 
Mansions) in the Taittirlya-Brahma:r:ta," Proceedings of the American Phi-
losophical Society, 98(3) (1954): 204-23]. Understanding the hundred and 
thousand bhi~ajs as perhaps stars in lunar mansions avoids the problem of 
translating bhi~aj (physician) as medicine (bhe~aja}. Cf. also AVS 2.3.2-5. 

VERSE 3 

For cd, P 19 .31.12cd reads: prthivyal!l ni~thitam asi vi~a1J.a nama vatikrt-
abhe~aji; "You, the medicine for vatikrta, vi~a1J.ti, by name, are situated on 
the earth." Similarly at AVS 19.32.3ab there is: div{ te tUzam [or mUzam] 
o~adhe prthivyam asi n{~thita~, "Your panicle [orroot], 0 herb, [is] in heaven 
[and] you are situated on the earth," referring in this instance to the darbha-
grass. This strongly suggests that vi~a1J.a (feminine) in the P was a plant, 
and so also vi~a1J.ak~ in the Sau, may be considered as such (cf. also Zimmer, 
Leben, 389; Florenz, 304; Griffith, 268 n; and Bloomfield who identifies it 



212 RELIGIOUS MEDICINE 

with vi~aiJika of the later medical texts, 483). Sayal).a, however, glosses it 
as 'cow-hom' (gosrnga) and Whitney-Lanman suggest that it "points to the 
use of a hom as such is indicated in the Kausika" (p. 313). Cf. also Mayr-
hofer, Wb, 3: 228-29. Although vi~aiJaka is derived etymologically from 
vi~aiJii, 'hom,' the evidence seems to point to a plant which, along with 
water, as suggested by Rudra's urine, constitutes one of the two principal 
ingredients in the cure. These two are the same remedial elements men-
tioned in the treatment for such a malady at A VS 2.3.6. The notion of the 
fathers' root is obscure. It may suggest the root or stalk of the plants from 
which the stems and leaves were cut and used in the treatment. Cf. A VS 
7.74(78).1 where the root of the divine sage is used to destroy apadts. 
Bloomfield equates Rudra's medicine, jata~a with urine (19; see also AJPh, 
12: 427-28; cf. AVS 6.57.2 n); cf. chapter on jata~a, 93-95, above. On "the 
navel of immortality," cf. TUp 3.10.6 and MahanarUp 9.12. The mention 
of vatl'ln:ta, whose exact meaning is in question, but which may be rendered 
as 'that which is made to become wind,' i.e. a type of stomach or intestinal 
upset (see Filliozat, La doctrine, 140), is important because it could hint at 
the very beginnings of a trido~a-doctrine. Cf. also AVS 6.109.3 and 9.8.20. 

Notes to 6.109 

Most translators consider AVS 6.109 to be a charm to heal wounds.116 

Sayal).a prescribes its use in a rite "for the purpose of quieting all wind-
disorders beginning with dhanurvata (perhaps, tetanus) and thrown-
weapon-caused wind-disorders" 117 at KausS 26.38. It is also mentioned 
along with numerous other hymns at KausS 26.33 and is listed among the 
gaiJakarmagaiJa at AthParis 32.24. 

VERSE 1 

In cd, P 19.27.9 reads: ... akalpayan (manuscript 'P': atalpayann?) ala11J 
jlvitava (K manuscript, manuscript 'P': jlvatava) iti; and from this, iti has 
been employed in our rendering. Sayal).a understands k~iptabhe~ajf to be 
"other medicines which are cast ... or else the medicine is the remover 
of that sent, i.e. of the particular wind disease" (. . . k~iptani tiraskrtani 
anyani bhe~ajani. . . . yadva k~iptasya vatarogavise~asya bhe~ajl nivartika) 
and atividdhabhe~aj{ as "other medicines which have pierced completely, 

116 Ludwig: "Heilende Frucht (Healing fruit)," Der Rigveda, 3: 509; Zimmer translates the 
hymn under his discussion of viitikiirti (viitilqta), disease caused by wounds, Leben, 389; Griffith: 
"A charm to heal punctured wounds," Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 1: 305; Bloomfield: "The 
pepper-com as a cure for wounds," Hymns, 21, 516; Bergaigne-Henry: "Co}ljuration contre 
les blessures," Manuel, 154; and Whitney-Lanman: "For healing: with pippal~" Atharva-veda-
saftlhitii, Pt. 1, 359. 

117 dhanurviitak~iptaviitiidilqtsnaviitavyiidhisiintyarthaftl; d. Ke5ava: atha viitavikiire bhai~ajyam 
ucyate, including viitavikiire dhanurviitagulme viitasUle k~iptaviitaprado~ karmakrte viite utpanne 
sarvavyiidhivikiire. . . . Darila states simply that it is "for the healing [of wounds from] missiles" 
(k~iptabhai~ajyam). 
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i.e. have struck ... or else atividdha means pierced through, i.e. afflicts 
every disease" (. . . atistiyena viddhani ta4itani bhe~ajantaraiJi. . . . yadva 
krtsna'!l rogam atividhyati nipf4ayatili atividdha). In both instances, Sayal).a's 
rendering of these compounds seems very unlikely. Although it goes against 
the general rules governing accent, it appears more correct to translate 
them as tatpuru~as rather than karmadharayas (cf. Bloomfield, 516). 

VERSE 2 

a is found at ~V 10.97.22, with the variant: 6~adhaya~ sti'!l vadante. 
"The herbs converse with ... " and cd occurs at ~V 10.97.17, etc. For 
puru~a~, 'man,' P 19.27.8 has pauru~a~. Whitney-Lanman, based on ~V 
10.97.17ab, suggest that the true reading in ab may be avadann ayatfs: 
"Coming, they conversed ... " (360, see also ~V 10.97.17 n, 246, below). 

VERSE 3 

For a, P(K) 19.27.10 reads: asuras te ni khanantu, "Let the asuras bury 
your [medicine?]." Manuscript 'P' is as Sau; and for cd, P 15.15.9 has the 
interesting variant: vatikrtasya bhe~ajy agan devy arundhati; "Let the goddess 
Arundhafi, the medicine for vatikrta, approach." Here we notice 
arundhatlis called a goddess and the medicine for vad'krta, which suggests 
an equation between arundhatland pippalt At P 15.16.2, she is called the 
queen of all herbs [rajflf sarvasam (0: . . . hi vasvasam) asy o~adhfnam 
arundhati]. At AVS 2.3.3, and tisuras are said to have buried a wound 
treatment which is a medicine for asravti and injury; and at AVS 6.44.3 
vi~aiJakQ, is called the destroyer of vatlkrta. It is clear that in each case a 
plant having the name pippall, arundhatl or vi~aiJaka is meant and that this 
plant was noted for being a specific against the discharge of blood caused 
by a wound as well as against vattkrta which may be a symptom manifested 
by a victim of a wound and which suggests a type of dyspepsia (cf. AVS 
6.44.3 n, 212, above). Sayal).a, inc, glosses vatlkrtasya as "the body burdened 
with wind-disease" (vatarogavi~tasarfrasya) and k~ipttisya as "a kind of wind-
disease called 'convulsion' which habitually [has as a symptom] the repeated 
throwing of a limb" (muhurmuhuravayavak~epaiJasllasya tfk~epakanamno 
vatarogavise~asya). 

Notes to 1.17 

Most translators consider A VS 1.17 to be a charm to stop the flow of 
blood from the body.118 Sayat;ta prescribes its use in a rite for "the cessation 

118 Weber: "Zur Blutstillung (For stopping the flow of blood)," IS, 4: 411; Ludwig: "Blutfluss 
(Blood-flow)," Der Rigveda, 3: 508; Grill: "Blutung (Bleeding)," Hundert Lieder des Atharua-
Veda, 16, 76; Griffith: "The hymn is a chann to be employed when venesection is perfonned," 
Hymns of the Atharuaveda, 1: 21; Bloomfield: "Chann to stop the flow of blood," Hymns, 22, 
257; Whitney-Lanman: "To stop the flow of blood," Atharua-veda-sa711hitQ, Pt. 1, 18; and 
Henry: "Les blessures et l'hemorrhagie," La magie, 197. Cf. also Filliozat: "Une conjuration 
contre les hemorragies," La doctrine, 130. 
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of excessive menstrual flow and of the flow of blood caused by the stroke 
of a sword, etc." 119 at KausS 26.9(10)-13. 

VERSE 1 
P(K) 19.4.15 reads: amiir yii yantu jiimaya~ sarvii lohitaviisasa~, abhriitara 

iva yo~itas (K manuscript: yo~as, cf. Nir 3.4: yo~iis) ti~thanti hatavarcasa~, 
"Let all those sisters, who have blood-stained garments, proceed. Like 
brotherless young women, they stand with their beauty drained." Another 
close variant occurs at Nir 3.4: in ab, it reads as K; in c: yo~iis and in d: 
hatavartmana~ 'with their path obstructed.' Yaska explains that the simile 
in cd means the prohibition of marrying a brotherless maiden (ity abhrii-
trkiiyiil} anfrvliha~ aupamika~; cf. Manu 3.11 and Yiijflavalkya Smrti 1.53). 
Note the rather close similarity between K and the Nirukta. It is evident 
from these two variants that a menstruating woman is being described. 
Both read sarvii for the difficult hira which Sayat;ta glosses as "bodily vessels 
(siriil}), i.e. tubes for carrying away impurities (menstrual discharges)" (ra-
jovahananiiqya~). Similarly, most translators, based on Sayat;ta and other 
Vedic texts, consider them to be 'veins' or more generally, 'small blood 
vessels' (Filliozat, La doctrine, 128; see also, in particular, Weber, 411; Grill, 
16; Bloomfield, 22; Whitney-Lanman, 18; and Henry, La magie, 197). Based 
on K, Nirukta and Sayat;ta, it appears that these hiras may refer to those 
vessels directly involved with menses. Symbolically, therefore, the vessels 
may have been described in terms of young, menstruating women. 

VERSE 2 
For cd, P(K) 19.4.16 reads: kani~thikiisi ti~thiis ti~thiid id dhamanir mahi; 

"[Since] you are the smallest, [therefore,] you should stop; indeed, the 
dhamani-[blood] vessel should [also] stop." In ab, Sayat;ta understands that 
the dhamtini are bodily vessels (sirii) distinguished according to the place 
of residence (piirviirdhe pratyak~e!J.a dhamanfniif!l sthiinabhedabhinniiniif!l 
priirthanii krtii); and in cd, they are indicated with respect to size (adhunii 
parimiiJJ.ato bhinniiniif!l tiisiim eva piirok~ye!J.a m priirthanii kriyate). In this 
way, kani~thika refers to the "more minute tubes" (siik~matarii. . . niiqi) 
and dhamtinir to "the larger (or thicker) bodily vessels" (mahatf sthiilatarii 
... sirii). Such a description, along with verse 3, led Filliozat to posit the 
explanation that the hiriis were blood vessels which were small in size and 
numerous; while, the dhamtinis were blood vessels larger in size and fewer 
in number (La doctrine, 124, and 130-31). 

VERSE 3 
At AVS 7.35(36), a charm against a rival woman, verse 2 contains in-

formation which may help us to understand this verse and hymn: "With 

119 sastraghiitiidijarudhirapraviihasya stn-rajasa~ ativartanasya.ca nivrttaye; cf. Kesava: atha 
lohitaftl vahati sarframadhye bahisca . . . karmiir]y ucyante. 
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a stone, I have closed the aperture of all those your hundred hirtf-[blood] 
vessels and thousand dhamani-[blood] vessels" (ima yas te satal?l hir~ sa-
hasral?l dhamanfr uta, tasiil?l te sarviisiim aham asmanii bl1am apy adhiim). 
Here, Sayal).a explains the hundred hiras as a hundred tubes which are 
small and situated inside for the purpose of sustaining the embryo( ... 
satasal?lkhyiikii 0 0 0 niiqya~ garbhadhiira1Jiirtham antaravasthitaiJ sUk~mii yii 
niiqya~ santi . .. ) and the thousand dhamanis as a thousand tubes which 
are large (or thick) and which lean against the womb( ... sahasrasal?lkhyiikii 
. . . dhamanya~ garbhiisaya~ ava~tambhikii biihyaiJ sthiilii yii niiqya~ santi 
... ). Cf. SuSaSth 3.10 where the dhamanis are defined as the vessels 
which carry the menstrual fluid to the uterus. It is interesting to note that 
Sayal).a, based on the later medical tradition, considers these to be vessels 
located in the womb or uterus. The closing of the aperture with a stone 
could, therefore, refer to the plugging of the uterus at the vagina. Also, 
the relative numbers of the two types of vessels are opposed to those men-
tioned at A VS 1.17.3. In a, P(K) 19.4.13 reads: satasya te; in b: hirii1Jiil?l te; 
and in c, it replaces im~ with vii. Sayal).a considers the hundred dhamanis 
to be the hundred principal tubes going to the heart, citing KathUp 6.96 
as support (. 0 0 satasal?lkhyiiniil?l 0 0 0 hrdayagatiiniil?l pradhiinaniiqfniim), 
and the thousand hiras as the thousand bodily vessels [or] branched tubes, 
citing PraUp 3.3 as support ( ... sahasrasal?lkhyiikiiniil?l ... sirii1Jiil?l sii-
khiiniiqfniim). The discrepancy between the quantities of these two vessels 
according to the places where they have occurred leads one to the conclusion 
that their numbers were considered to be very large and that a distinction 
between them with respect to quantity is quite uncertain (cf. also AVS 
6.90.2, where a hundred dhamanis are mentioned). Their definition ac-
cording to size, and location in the uterus, however, appears to be possible. 
In the light of AVS 7.35(36).2, piida-d could refer to the blocking or stopping 
of the blood-flow which issued from the uterus. In d, Whitney-Lanman 
propose the emendation of antyiis, 'the end ones' for antii (18). Sayal).a 
reads anta and understands them as "all the final, i.e. remaining, tubes" 
(antimii avasi~taiJ sarvii niiqya~). From the context, it would appear that 
Whitney-Lanman's emendation is justified. 

VERSE 4 

piida-c is found unaltered at ~V 1.191.6. P(K) 19.4.14 reads: pari vas 
sikatiimayf dhaniis sthirii saras sthira~ (Raghu Vira: sthiraiJ), ti~thatelayatii 
su kam, "Around you the bow-like (shaped) bank made of sand is firm, 
the layer of reeds(?) is firm. Stop remain perfectly still." Sayal).a considers 
ab to be a reference to a type of tube which is the bladder and which is 
bent like a bow. This tube contains dirt [or impurities]; or else, it is a type 
of disease with the name gravel, from which the sandy tube originates 
( ... sikataiJ rajiil?lsi tadvatf tadiidhiirabhiitii niiql: yadvii asmaryiikhyo vy-
iidhivise~o yasmiid utpadyate sii niiqf sikatiivatl: . . . dhanurvad vakro miitrii-
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sayo naqlvise~a~). Rather, it appears that this could be a reference to the 
practice of sprinkling sand on the place of bleeding in order to help the 
blood to coagulate (see below). Or, if we consider the blood flow to be that 
of menses, the sand (K; sand and layer of reeds) could suggest a type of 
sanitary napkin. In this way, the difficult dhanur may be understood as a 
'sandbank' or 'dike' (see Bloomfield, 22; Whitney-Lanman, 18; and Henry, 
La magie, 197) shaped like a bow. Weber suggests that it may be a reference 
to a type of bandage filled with wet sand to make it harder and cooler 
(411) and Grill considers the verse to be a later addition (76). In the light 
of the medical practices suggested in verses 3, 4, it seems appropriate to 
include here a tentative rendering of P 1.94 which is also concerned with 
stopping the flow of blood and which may help us to understand some of 
the references in this hymn (the text follows that of Bh. and for the trans-
lation, cf. Renou, JA, 252: 33): 

Verse 1. yas te satattr dhamanaya~ sahasrti1J.i ca vittrsati~, babhror asvasya 
vare7J.tipi nahyami ta aham, "With the tail of the brown horse, I tie 
up those your dhamani-[blood] vessels which number a hundred, 
a thousand and twenty." 

Verse 2. satasya te dhamanlntittr sahasrasyayutasya ca, drte~ (K: trtes) padam 
iva stirathir api (K: iva sarathim api) nahyami yad bilam, "I tie up 
the aperture of your hundred dhamani-[blood] vessels, [your] 
thousand and [your] ten thousand, as a charioteer [ties to the 
chariot] the foot of a [water-carrier's] skin" (for c, cf. Manu, 2.99 
and Renou). 

Verse 3. paramasytittr paravati (K: paravatas) su~ko bha7J.qus ca ti~thata~ (K: 
abhy arugnas ca ti~thatu), tata~ su~kasya su~me7J.a ti~thantu lohinlr 
apa~ (Bar.: lohinir apa; Raghu Vira: lohinlr apa), "(Since] the su~ka 
and bha7J.qu stop in the remote distance, therefore, by the impulse 
of su~ka, let the red-waters stop" (according to Bh., su~ka and 
bha7J.qu are parts of the human body, xxvii). 

Verse 4. pari va~ sikatamayam aruttrbile vapamasi, daka cid asravlt pura taka 
cid asramld idam (K: akasadasvavait pura takas ca dasamlm idam), 
"We strew much sand around you at the wound-opening. To be 
sure, [some] liquid flowed before; but now, that small amount 
has stopped (?)" (cf. Renou). 

From verses 1, 2, we notice that the quantity of dhamanis is inconsistent 
and seems merely to reflect a large number. The particular type of blood 
flow appears to be that which could have been caused by a wound (verse 
4); and the method for stopping it involved the tying off or closing of the 
vessels, perhaps by a type of ligature using horse's hair, and the sprinkling 
of sand on the wound in order to help the blood to coagulate. The latter 
technique may be the same as that mentioned at AVS 1.17.4; however 
here, it is more clearly defined and may point to a later and more generalized 
use of the charm (cf. KausS 26.9-13, 79, above). 



TEXTUAL ANNOTATIONS 217 

Notes to A VS 1.23, 24 

Most translators, based on Sayal).a, consider both A VS 1.23 and 24 to 
be charms against a type of leprosy. 120 Sayal).a prescribes their use in a rite 
"for the removal of cutaneous whiteness" 121 at KausS 26.22-24. TB 2.4.4.1-
2 preserves only five of the original eight verses of these charms: the first 
four are close variants of 1.23 and the fifth is a variant of 1.24.3. 

AVS 1.23 

VERSE 1 

P 1.16.1 reads as Sau (K is corrupt; Hoffmann has noted that Bh.'s naktal!l 
jatashould be read as nakta7!1jattf, IIJ, 10: 9). TB 2.4.4.1 reads as Sau. In ab, 
Sayal).a understands four plants to be expressed: 6~adhi is the herb called 
haridrtl; ram a is the herb called bh1_7igarajt1; kf~1J.tl is called indravaru1J.l; and 
tisiknl is called nlli: At TB, however, he considers there to be one herb 
(o~adhe) called nilfwith the quality of blackness represented by the other 
vocatives in the line (tathavidhe he nllyakhyau~adhe . . .). In c, he under-
stands rajani, '(female) colorer,' from the root raflj, 'to color,' to be repre-
sentative of the four herbs and to be expressive of their coloring or dyeing 
quality (piirvam o~adhisabdena nirdi~taya haridraya jananakriyasal!lbandhit-
vena ku1J.thitasaktitvat rafijanakriyayam api sal!lbandhal!l darsayitul!l punarilha 
rajanlti . .. raflja rage ... ). At TB, he glosses it simply as "the herb capable 
of dyeing with its own color"( ... svakfyena var1J.ena rafljanak~ama o~adhe 
.. . ). In d, he explains kilasal!l as the limb affected with ku~tha (skin disease) 
([kilasal!l] kilasa~ ku~tharoga~ tadyuktam angal!l ... ; d. to TB: svetaroga-
grastam angal!l . .. ). Filliozat argues that there is one herb, rajani; signified 
here and that it is the indigo plant (La doctrine, 102-103). This viewpoint 
is supported by the commentary to TB. The fact remains, however, that 
we cannot be sure whether raj an! refers to a specific plant or whether it is 
merely an epithet of a dark plant or a plant used for tincturing purposes. 
Being derived from the root raflj plus the suffix ani; it means 'the coloring 
one,' or in the feminine, '(the female) colorer.' 

VERSE 2 

In ab, P 1.16.2 reads as Sau. Inc, based on TB 2.4.4.1, which reads: a 
na~ sv6 asnutal!l vtir1J.a~, "let our own color pervade us," the editors of P(K) 

120 Weber: "Gegen Aussatz (Against leprosy)," IS, 4:416, 417; Ludwig: 1.23 is untitled and 
1.24 is called "Sarna," Der Rigveda, 3: 506 and 509 respectively; Grill: "Aussatz," Hundert 
Lieder des Atharva-Veda, 19, 77; Griffith: "The hymn is a charm against leprosy," Hymns of 
the Atharvaveda, 1: 27, 28; Bloomfield: "Leprosy cured by a dark plant," Hymns, 16, 266, 268; 
and Whitney-Lanman: "Against leprosy; with a healing herb" and "Against leprosy," Atharva-
veda-sa~t~hitii, Pt. 1, 23, 24. Bergaigne-Henry have 1.23: "Conjuration contre Ia Iepre blanche," 
Manuel, 135. Cf. Henry, La magie, 191. 

121 svetaku~thiipanodaniiya; cf. also Ke5ava: atha svetaku~thabhai~ajyiiny ucyante. 
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emend c to ii tvii svo 'snutii1p, "let your own color pervade you" (so also 
Bh.). dis wanting in the P(K). TB has parii svetani piitaya, "make the white 
colors fly away." Bar. and Raghu Vira restore the K according to Sau. Bh., 
however, reads according to TB, a reading which Renou prefers GA, 252: 
427). For pf~at, 'the spotted one,' Sayal)a reads pfthak, 'separately' (prthak-
krtya). At TB, however, he reads pf~at and glosses it more correctly as 
citrariipa1p 'multi-formed (or variegated).' Syntactically, pfthak would be 
easier. As Whitney-Lanman point out, however, it receives very little sup-
port in the manuscript traditions (24). Likewise, since TB reads pf~at (and 
Sayal)a agrees with it), it would appear that it is the true reading. Sayal)a 
assumes a digression in c directed to the patient rather than to the herb 
( ... he rug!Ja ... ). This is also supported by the TB. Henry, however, 
considers it to be directed to the herb and renders: " 'Que ta couleur propre 
t'impregne,' et consequemment penetre avec toi dans le sujet" (La magie, 
191 n. 1; see also Bergaigne-Henry, Manuel, 135 n). Filliozat also under-
stands it to be addressed to the plant, but for different reasons. He suggests 
that the purpose of the charm is to make the white spots pass into the 
black plant and to be absorbed by it. Therefore, he translates: "Que Ia 
couleur qui est sienne (Ia couleur de ce qui est blanc) te penetre" (La doctrine, 
102-103 and 105). One would think rather that it is a question of the white 
color being overpowered by the black; in which case, the healer would 
implore the natural dark color to enter the patient in order to drive away 
the unnatural whiteness. Thus, the sympathetic association of like colors 
is demonstrated in this verse. 

VERSE 3 
P 1.16.3 reads as Sau. TB 2.4.4.1-2 has, in a, asita1p te nilayanam, "black 

[is] your abode." In this verse, Sayal)a considers the indigo plant to be 
singled out and to be addressed (anayii nillm eva avayutya priirthayate- he 
nili . . . ; cf. TB, where he indicates that merely the herb is addressed, he 
o~adhe). For pralayanam, 'bed,' he glosses "the place of birth" (utpattis-
thiinam; cf. his gloss of nilayanam at TB: layapriiptisthiinam arigam, "the 
limb, i.e. the place of the attaining of dissolution") and for iisthanam, 'site,' 
he understands "[that] having the form beginning with a throwing-instru-
ment (?)" (prak~epa!Jabhiijaniidiriipam; cf. to TB, vastiriipa1p, 'having the 
form of a dwelling'). Filliozat, however, basing himself on Bergaigne-Henry, 
understands these two words to refer to the plant both in its living and 
dead state and renders: "Depourvue de blanc est ta solution, ta station est 
depourvue de blanc, ... "(La doctrine, 102). The word pralayanam, being 
derived from the root lfplus pra, 'to dissolve oneself,' indicates, according 
to Bergaigne-Henry "solution" or "decoction." This then represents the 
dead state of the plant which is opposed to the living one represented by 
iisthanam, 'station (on the stalk).' Thereupon, whether the plant is dead or 
alive, it is always black (Manuel, 135-36 n). Filliozat mentions in a footnote 
that he finds this interpretation uncertain and proposes an alternative ren-
dering: "'depourvue de blanc (quand) ta position est couchee ... ,' ce 
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qui d'ailleurs revient a dire 'morte (arrachee) ou vivant (encore debout) tu 
es noire'" (La doctrine, 102-103 n.S). These scholars' interpretation of pra-
ltiyanam is questionable, since both the TB's alternate reading and the com-
mentary understand it to be a place. The notion of the plant having a 
station on the stalk, i.e. growing, is a possible meaning of iisthanam; but 
again, station has the sense rather of place or location than of a state. The 
suggestions of Bergaigne, Henry and Filliozat, therefore, raise doubts. Even 
in the alternative translation proposed by Filliozat, the concern is with the 
plant in its living and dead condition. Weber (416), Bloomfield (16) and 
Whitney-Lanman (24) render praltiyanam in the sense of a resting or hiding 
place and iisthanam as a station or dwelling place. It would appear that a 
concrete locality rather than a condition or state is indicated. One might 
suspect that the poet-healer was referring to the herb's ecological habitat: 
the "site" could have been the general "community" which, being in dense 
growth hidden from the sun, is dark, and the "bed" or, as Sayal)a suggests, 
birthplace, might refer to its soil or ground which can be dark, even black 
(cf. 1.23.3, 4). In d, Sayal)a again reads p(thak (at TB, however, p(~at, i.e. 
bahuvidha'tl, 'manifold'). 

VERSE 4 
P(K) 1.16.4 has only bed, which read as Sau. Bh. reads entire verse as 

Sau. Inc, TB 2.4.4.2 reads: krtytiyii krttisya ... , 'caused by magic.' In b, 
ytit tvac{, is literally, 'which (is] in the skin'; and, being neuter, refers to the 
'white mark' (ltik~ma svettim). For the difficult word du~yii, in c, Sayal)a 
understands: 'the magical act produced by an enemy' and derives it from 
the causative of the root du~, 'to defile,' i.e. it injures living beings (. . . 
dii~ayati priirJina'tl hinastlli dii~i~ satriitpiiditii krtyii). On the basis of the TB 
and Sayal)a, it would appear to signify a magical action pr'!duced and sent 
by a foe, i.e. a curse. Cf. Henry, who suggests that tvad dii~yii krttisya may 
be rendered as one unit: "deposee sur Ia peau par une femelle malfaisante" 
(La magie, 191). Because of the disruption of the syntax, however, one 
would cast a suspicious eye on this interpretation. 

AVS 1.24 

VERSE 1 
Inc, P 1.26.1 reads: tad iisurfyudhii jilii, "then, the iisun-; overpowered 

in battle" (K: taviisun- jighii'tlsitii?); and in d, K has vanaspati~; cf. also 
Whitney-Lanman, 24. For the difficult piidas cd, Say!'l)a glosses jita with 
jitavati; 'conquered' and understands that the iisuri; after having made 
battle with the bird, conquered and seized its gall, which she made into 
the form of a tree (supanJena saha sa'tlgriima'tl krtvii. . . jitavatl. . . jayena 
labdha'tl tat pitta'tl . . . o~adhyiitmanii sevyam iikiiram akiir~il). On the basis 
of this explanation, Bloomfield, hesitatingly, proposes the emendation of 
jita to jitva and renders: "The Asurl having conquered this (gall) gave it to 
the trees for their color" (16; 268-69). Although one cannot be sure, it 
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FIG. 9. Tree-goddess and seven devotees. Perforated seal. Mohenjo-Daro. 3rd-2nd millennium 
B.C. 

seems rather to refer to a mythological episode in which a certain female 
asura was defeated in battle; and the gall from her tom-asunder abdomen 
gave the trees their color which, in b, appears to be that of greenish yellow 
gall or bile (cf. Weber, 417 and Whitney-Lanman, 24). As Sayat:la points 
out, riipti'!l refers to the appearance to be inhabited with a herbal nature 
( .. . o~adhyatma sevyam tfkaram akar~u), i.e. a vegetal color (cf. also Bloom-
field, 417). The use of the root kr with the double accusative suggests that 
one of the nouns has a dative sense, i.e. "gave form (color) to the trees." 
Cf. the mention of asura in healing charms at A VS 2.3.3, 6.100.3 and 
6.109.3. Later, asun- came to signify a division of surgical medicine and 
a plant. 

VERSE 2 

Throughout P(K) 1.26.2, suriipam occurs in place of stiriipam; Bh. reads 
as Sau. For ab, Sayat:la understands that the asun"' was the first of the healers 
of svitra ('morbid whiteness of the skin') and made the indigo-plant, etc., 
which was fashioned from the eagle's gall, the svitra-removing medicine 
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(tisun-. . . svitracikitsakanam tidibhutti . . . supanJapittena nirmita'!l nily-
tidika'!l . . . kilasasya svitrasya nivartakam au~adha'!l . . . krtavati); and for 
stirlipam, he explains: "having the same color because the skin is devoid 
of svitra" (svitrahitatvaca samtinavanJtfm). Cf. also Grill, 19, 78; Griffith, 
29; Bloomfield, 16; and Henry, La magie, 191. In d, SayaJ)a considers "the 
medicine beginning with indigo" (tad nilyadyau~adha'!l) to be the subject 
of both tinfnasat and akarat. 

VERSE 3 
P 1.26.3 reads as Sau, except forK's surupti. This verse is also found at 

TB 2.4.4.2 which has inc: stirlipasy o~adhe, "you, 0 herb, are even-colored." 
SayaJ)a, suggests that the herb's mother and father are the earth and sky, 
respectively (he o~adhe . . . tava . . . jananf bhumi~ . . . tathti . . . tava 
pita dyau~). At TB, however, he explains that the herb's mother is the earth 
and its father is a type of seed (he o~adhe . . . tava matrsthtinfyti bhumi~ 
. . . tava pitrsthtinfyo bijavisi~a~, so also at the Sau, as an alternative ex-
planation). It is possible that the mother is the earth, since at verse 4, the 
earth or soil is mentioned as the birthplace of the dark plant. The question 
of its father, however, is uncertain. It could be a dark, rain-threatening sky 
or even the night (cf. AVS 1.23.1, 3). In d, idti'!l seems to refer to the skin 
(tvticam) mentioned in the previous verse. SayaJ)a, however, understands 
it to be "the limb ruined by the svitra-disease" (svitrarogadu~itam anga'!l; 
cf. TB: svetaruparogagrasta'!l sarfra'!l, "the body afflicted with the disease 
of white-color"). P inserts a verse (1.26.4) which tentatively is as follows: 
yat tanuja'!l yad agnija'!l (Raghu Vira: asthija'!l) citra'!' kiltisa'!l jajfli~e, tad 
astu sutvak (K: sukrta'!l, K manuscript: sukrtas) tanvo yatas tvtipa naytimasi, 
"Since we dispel you far away, [therefore,] let that kiltisa, who is body-
born, fire-hom [and] born variegated, be(come) the body's beautiful skin 
(?)" (cf. AVS 1.23.4, TB 2.4.4.2 and Renou, JA, 252: 429-30). 

VERSE 4 
In a, P 1.26.5 is as Sau, except for surupa'!l, in a. In b, SayaJ)a reads: 

prthivya tidhy udbhrta and renders; "You were produced over the earth 
. . ." (. . . tvam . . . bhumer upari . . . utpaditti). For c, he quite correctly 
explains: "You, 0 herb, aptly make the limb, attacked with kiltisa, free 
from disease" (. . . he o~adhe tvam . . . kilastikrtintam anga'!l . . . su~thu 
rogavinirmukta'!l kuru). One might, however, understand the skin, as in 
verse 3, rather than the limb. The action of "taking up from the earth" 
suggests the uprooting of the plant. 

Notes to 6.25 
Most translators consider A VS 6.25 to be a charm against sores which 

afflict the neck and shoulders.122 SayaJ)a prescribes its use in a rite "for the 

122 Florenz: untitled; but he adds: "Es ist nicht ganz sicher, ob dieser Zauber gegen Krankheit 
gerichtet ist, obgleich nicht gut etwas anderes zu verstehen ist . . . Hier vielleicht einer hitzige 
Krankheit mit Hautausschlagen auf Nacken und Schultem zu verstehen?" "Das sechste Buch 
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purpose of the cessation of scrofulous neck-swellings" 123 at KausS 
30.14-16. 

A. Kuhn has included a translation of this charm in his discussion of 
"Siebenundsiebzigerlei Krankheit" (Seventy-sevenfold disease) which in 
the Germanic tradition commonly referred to fever. 124 He has presented 
one interesting example of a north German charm which mentions seventy-
seven Zahnrose.125 Most of the article, however, is taken up with a dis-
cussion of numbers in general and specifically those enumerations which 
are associated with divinities. 

VERSE 1 

This verse has a parallel at P 8.16.3 and at 19.5.6. In b, P 8.16.3 has 
cariiqha vak~aiJanu, "who are raised up [and spread] over the abdomen"; 
and 19.5.6 replaces manyawith skandhytf, 'shoulders.' Inc, 8.16.3 reads as 
Sau, but the K manuscript begins with yadas; 19 .5.6 has adas, (K manuscript: 
yadas) tas sarva. In d, K 8.16.3 has the unintelligible anutttfiJ pratthajflo 
maya~] (0: mutttfiJ putthajflo maya) and 19.5.6 reads as Sau. Sayal).a explains 
the first line: "The scrofulous neck-swellings amounting to fifty-five, i.e. 
the (blood) vessels (=manya) situated on the upper part of the neck, per-
meate everywhere" (paflcadhikapaflcasatasal'!lkhyaka. . . gal]qamalaiJ . . . 
galasyordhvabhage sthita dhamanfr manyasabdavacytl(!] . . . sarvato vyap-
nuvantz); and for d, he interprets: "The defilements which are to be referred 
to, are repelled, and are destroyed as when one obtains an adored and 
virtuous wife" (. . . vacani!fa do~aiJ . . . piijital'!l pativratal'!l striyal'!l prapya 
yatha parahata nasyanti tathety art hal}; note: he derives apacit from the root 
ci plus apa, 'to honor'). Bloomfield quite rightly calls his explanation of d, 
"the low water-mark of his hermeneutical capacity" (473). In d, the difficult 
word vaka seems to refer to particular types of noises commonly associated 
with insects (cf. also Whitney-Lanman, 299). Kuhn has rendered it "swarm" 
(138); Florenz, "buzzing" (280); and Whitney-Lanman, "noises" (298). Be-
cause of its apparent discontinuity with his understanding of apacit as 
"swelling," Bloomfield has suggested its emendation to paka "pustules" 
(19, 473), an appealing but unsupported reading. From the P readings it 
appears that the tradition understood these apacits to be raised bumps or 
swellings which covered the abdomen or shoulders. Their characterization 
as noisemakers, however, suggests rather an insect. Perhaps the poet-healer 
is presenting us with a clue to their description as raised bumps or pustules 
similar to those produced by insects' bites. The disappearance of the buzz-

der Atharva-sa'llhittf: iibersetzt und erkliirt," BB, 12: 280, 281; Griffith: "A charm against 
apadts, pustules or scrofulous swellings," Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 1: 258; Bloomfield: "Charm 
against scrofulous sores upon the neck and shoulders," Hymns, 19, 472; and Whitney-Lanman: 
"For relief from pains(?) in the neck and shoulders," Atharva-veda-sa'llhiti, Pt. 1, 298. 

123 garJqamiilanivrttyartha'll; cf. Ke5ava: atha garJqamiiliibhai~ajyam ucyate. 
124 "Indische und germanische Segensspriiche," I<Z, 13 (1864): 128-35. 
125 1bid., 128. 
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ing-sound created by these vermin as they leave their victim could, there-
fore, indicate the removal of the disease or at least the agents of the disease. 
In this way, the apadts may have been looked upon as both the disease 
or skin-affliction itself and its cause. The numerical sequence fifty-five, 
seventy-seven and ninety-nine, while referring to an indeterminately large 
number, suggests an increase in the severity of the rash as it moves down 
the neck to the shoulders. 

VERSE 2 

Parallels to this verse are found at P 8.16.2 and 19.5.5. In b, 8.16.2 reads 
as 8.16.3 and 19.5.5 is as Sau. In cd, 8.16.2 is as 8.16.3; and at 19.5.5, cd 
as Sau. Sayal).a renders a as "The scrofulous neck-swellings amounting to 
seventy-seven, i.e. the vessels on the neck, permeate on both sides" (sap-
tiidhikasaptatisa'!lkhytlkii. . . ga7Jqamiilii1J . . . griviisu bhavii niiqi!J . . . abhito 
vyiipnuvanti). 

VERSE 3 

Parallels to this verse occur at P 8.16.1 and 19.5.4. In b, 8.16.1 reads as 
8.16.3 and 19.5.4 has manyii (K manuscript: manyiibhi~) for skandhyii. In 
cd, 8.16.1 is as 8.16.3 and 19.5.4 like 19.5.6. Sayal).a translates a as "The 
scrofulous neck-swellings amounting to ninety-nine, i.e. the (blood) vessels 
in the region below the necks (=skandhyii), permeate on both sides" (na-
vottaranavatisa'!lkhytlkii. . . ga7Jqamiilii1J. gnviibhyo 'dha~pradesa~ skandha~. 
tatra bhavii dhamani!J . . abhito vyiipnuvanti). 

Notes to 6.83 

Most translators agree that AVS 6.83 is a charm against apadts or scro-
fulous sores.126 Sayal).a prescribes it, along with AVS 7.76(80), for use "in 
a rite for the healing of scrofulous neck -swellings" 127 at KausS 31.16-17. 
Verse 3cd is mentioned at KausS 31.20 in a rite for the healing of the same 
basic malady and verse 4 is cited at KausS 31.21 is in a ceremony against 
scrofulous neck-swellings arising from an unknown source. 128 

126 Ludwig: "Apacit," Der Rigveda, 3: 500; Griffith: "A charm against sores and pustules," 
Hymns of the Atharuaveda, 1: 290; Bloomfield: "Charm for curing scrofulous sores called apacit," 
Hymns, 17, 503; and Whitney-Lanman: "To remove apadts," Atharua-veda-sarrzhitii, Pt. 1, 
342. 

127 garJ4amiiliibhai~ajyakarmarJi; cf. Kesava: atha garJ4amiiliibhai~ajyam ucyate. 
128 Caland entitles the siitra as such, based on internal evidence; and Darila calls it ajiiii-

takararJarrz ajiiiitiiru~ . .. (AZ, 102; cf. also Bloomfield, Hymns, 504). At KausS 31.21, Kesava 
defines it as atha gardabhiidyururrzgarJ4abhai~jyam ucyate, "the healing of large boils on an ass 
etc.(?)"; similarly, Saya~a: catu~piidgarJ4abhaisajyiirtharrz, "for the purpose of healing the neck 
boils of the four-footed ones (?)" Clearly, Kesava and Saya~a understand the charm to be 
used in a rite of veterinary medicine. 
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VERSE 1 

P 1.21.2 reads as Sau. In d, however, we may, along with Bar., emend 
K to candram avo'poccatu, "Let [the sun], with its light, drive you off towards 
the moon." This may, against the pada-text, also apply to the Sau text. 
Sayal).a derives apacit (note change of accented syllable) from the root ci 
plus apa, 'being heaped up from behind because of the "humors," ' and 
defines it: "scrofulous neck-swellings beginning at the throat and extending 
downward" (do~avasad aptik c!yamantil] galad arabhya adhastat pra~rta gaJJ.-
4amtiltil] ... ). Forb, a similar notion is found at P(K) 19.13.9 in a charm 
against balasa (see AVS 6.14.3 n, 135, above). The phrase, "as an eagle 
from its nest," in the context of bodily apacits, suggests a type of parasitic 
insect which resides in its host's head of hair; and the sight of which, when 
forced to depart, may resemble that of a bird flying from its nest. 

VERSE 2 

pada-c is found at ~V 1.191.13c. P 1.21.3 reads as Sau. Sayal).a explains 
the import of the verse as follows: "By this [verse], through mentioning 
the names of the [different] kinds of apacits, their departure is requested" 
(anaya apacitprabhedanti'!l namagraha!J.ena tasam apagamana'!l prarthyate). 
This notion of seizing (i.e. knowing) and of reciting the names (i.e. descrip-
tions) of the disease entities is very important and occurs frequently in the 
Vedic medical charms. 

VERSE 3 

For cd, P 1.21.4 has: glaur ita~ pra pati~yati sa galanto na sifjyati (K: sakala'!l 
tena sudhyati, "Therefore, he [?] is completely cleansed"), II, , , The oozing 
does not remain," or better, "The oozing will perish" (nasi~yati, see Renou, 
JA, 252: 428). Sayal).a explains asutikii, 'barren' as "not producing a pus-
flow, i.e. that having a period of prolonged ripening" (piiyasravam ajanay-
anti: cirapariptikety artha~). For ramayaJJ.t 'the black one's daughter,' he 
understands a tube (nti4i), "i.e. that (which has) the nature of a wound" 
(vraJJ.titmakety artha~). It is more likely that the barren apacit refers to a 
single sore just before it suppurates or better after it has done so. For c, 
which includes the difficult gltiur, Sayal).a suggests: "The loss of sexual 
desire, caused by the sore, will fly forth from the limb, i.e. with the departing 
of the disease, the perception of the pain produced by it will go away; or 
else, glau~ is the moon who will cause the apacit to go forth from here 
... " ( ... vraJJ.ajanito har~ak~aya~ . .. asmad arigat pra pati~yati vyadhya-
pagame tajjanitadu~khanubhavo 'pi prakar~e!J.a nirgami~yatili artha~. yadva 
glaus candramtil] ita~ asmad . .. apacita'!l pra pati~yati ... ). He probably 
bases his first interpretation on CaCiSth 3.36, where glani, 'exhaustion,' is 
found in connection with mental fever. Bloomfield (503), however, relates 
it to gilayu (Wise: gil in, 311) which Susruta defines as a glandular swelling 
in the throat about the size of a stone of the fruit of the amalaka-plant and 
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whose treatment requires surgery (NiSth 16.58 and CiSth 22.66). Mayrhofer 
suggests the meaning: "round lump, wen-like excrescence" (Wb, 1: 354-
55; cf. also MWSED, 374, col. 3). The notion of a round lump could have 
then given rise to Sayat:ta's second suggestion, "the moon." Filliozat states 
that the word cannot seriously be defined as a disease (La doctrine, 106). 
It is difficult to know precisely what glaur means. Most translators, however, 
accept the idea of "boil" (see, in particular, Griffith, 290; Bloomfield, 17; 
and Whitney-Lanman, 343). For galunt6, Sayat:ta explains: "the excrescences 
on the neck born everywhere in the joints of the hands and feet, etc. by 
the affliction produced by the scrofulous neck-swellings"( ... gaJJ4amtll-
odbhavavikareiJa tatra tatra hastapadadisa7!1dhi~u udbhiitan gaqiin tasyati 
upak~apayatfli gaqunta~; cf. Whitney-Lanman, 343). Griffith defines it as a 
"morbid growth" (290); Bloomfield, "swelling" (17); and Whitney-Lanman, 
as an ablative from gala, i.e. "from the neck" (343). Filliozat again casts 
doubt on any definite meaning for it (La doctrine, 106; cf. Mayrhofer, Wb., 
1: 330). It appears to be derived from the root gal, 'to ooze,' and may refer 
to the suppuration or pus from the gltiu, if we accept that gltiu means 'boil' 
(see T. Chowdhury, JBORS, 17: 67-68). For nasi~yati, Sayat:ta glosses "does 
not remain" (navase~ayati); cf. P 1.21.4 at AVS 6.83.3 n (224, above). Such 
an interpretation is possible. One tends, however, to favor the reading as 
a future, since the other verbs in the verse are in that tense. Nevertheless, 
with either reading the meaning remains much the same, i.e. the galuntti 
will go away. T. Chowdhury, however, has proposed another possible 
reading for d: stigalantas nasi~yati, "[The boil will fly forth from here and] 
will disappear together with the pus" OBORS, 17: 68). This is quite possible 
and, in light of P 1.21.4, helps to elucidate the meaning. In this case, the 
second line may refer to a type of suppurating boil or sore which will be 
removed by washing or cleansing. 

VERSE 4 

A variant of this verse is found at K 19.5.9(10) which breaks after manasa 
svtiha, and concludes: svtiha manasa yad idal!l kroomi, "When I make this 
[offering] with the mind, [saying:] 'svtiha.'" Sayat:ta considers the subject, 
"you" of the verb vfh{ to be "the god who lays claim to the vraJJa (sore or 
wound)-disease" (he vraJJarogabhimanin deva tval!l . . .). Although the verse 
appears to be an intrusion into the hymn (Whitney-Lanman, 343), it does 
suggest an interesting practice in the medical ritual which, as Bloomfield 
points out, bears a relationship to the rite found at KausS 31.21 (505). The 
performance of a mental offering and oblation to a divinity is not common 
in the medical charms and may well be an elaboration of the more common 
practice of appeasing the demon and winning it over by means of praise. 
Nevertheless, it indicates a definite ritualistic activity. It is perhaps significant 
to note that P 1.21.5 is different: apeto apacitvan-r indra~ pii~a ca (K: tu) 
cikyatu~, apetv asya gn-vabhyo apa padbhya'!l vijamata~, "Let the supporter 
of the apacits depart, [for] both lndra and Pii~an are attentive [to the prob-
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lem]. Let [her] depart from the nape of his neck, from [his] feet [and] from 
[his] vijaman-joint" (cf. Renou, JA, 252: 228-29, and see also AVS 7.76[80].2 
and ~V 7.50.2 on vijaman). 

Notes to 7.74(78) 

Although this hymn contains a total of four verses, only the first two, 
which have specific reference to apadt, have been presented. The remaining 
two are concerned with completely different topics: verse 3 is against jeal-
ousy and verse 4 is to Agni.129 Most translators agree that verses 1 and 2 
are against apacfts.130 Sayal).a prescribes its use in a rite "for the purpose 
of healing scrofulous neck-swellings" 131 at KausS 32.8-10. 

VERSE 1 

In a, P(K) 19.36.2 has arjunfnam apacita'!l, 'of the white apacits'; in b, 
susrotha, 'you have heard'; manuscript 'P' has susrava (=susrava, or better, 
susrava) and in d, chinadmi, 'I cut off.' Sayal).a derives apadt from the root 
ci, 'to gather,' plus apa: 'being heaped up from behind by means of the 
"humors"' and defines them as "scrofulous swellings clinging to the neck 
[and] scattered downward in the place beginning with the armpits; or else, 
they gather up the strength of the man" (do~avasad aptfk cfyamana galad 
arabhya adhastat kak~adisa'!ldhisthane~u prasrta garJtfamalal} apacita~. yadva 
apacinvanti puru~asya vfryam ... ). He speculates that "by the root of the 
muni, the god," there is meant an arrow which is fashioned from the root 
of a certain tree having the nature of a reed (i.e. by the muni, to god, 
vanaspati is meant) or which gains its efficacy by being shot from a bow 
fashioned from the veJJudarbhu~a-tree (cf. KausS 32.8) ( ... muner devasya 
iti padadvayena saraprakrtibhuto vrk~avise~a ucyate. muner . . . devasya de-
varlipasya vanaspate~ . . . tasya mUlena mulavat sarabhuto yo vrk~asya'!lsas 
tannirmitena mulapradesanirmitena va sare1Ja . . . atha va muner devasya iti 
padadvayena dhanu~prakrtibhuto Ve1JUdarbhu~aSa1!1jflako vrk~a ucyate. tasya 
mUlena samarthyadhayakena sarena. . . . adhijyasya hi dhanu~a~ samarthyam 
i~uvisarjanena gamyate iti tasya mUlabhuta~ sara ity uktam). He goes on to 
state that "others proclaim that the divine (or zealous) muni . .. is Rudra 

129 See Bloomfield, Hymns, 18-19, 577, and Whitney-Lanman, Pt. 1, 439. 
130 Henry: "Guenson des ecrouelles," Le livre, VII, 30, 99 (see also La magie, 194, where he 

renders verses 1, 2 in his section: "Les Affections cutanees"); Griffith: "A charm to cure 
pustules or scrofulous tumours," Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 1: 363; Bloomfield: "A charm for 
curing scrofulous sores called apacit," Hymns, 18, 557; and Whitney-Lanman: "Against apaclts," 
Atharva-veda-samhitii, Pt. 1, 439. 

13_1 ga']qamalabhai~ajyiirthatrJ. He also, following KeSa.va, rubricates this hymn rather than 
AVS 6.83 which begins with apadta~, to KausS 31.16 for the same purpose. Ke~ava to KausS 
32.8 proposes the first two verses of this hymn along with verses 1, 2 of AVS 7.76(80) for 
use in that rite "for the purpose of healing scrofulous neck-swellings" (atha ga']qamaliibhai~ajyam 
ucyate. apacitiitr~ lohinfniim iti dviibhyiim ii susrasa ity . . . ). This, as Bloomfield points out, is 
quite unusual, but nevertheless possible (Hymns, 558 n; see also Caland, AZ 105 n). 
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and that this arrow, being effective by the piercing of the swellings, is not 
a worldly arrow but an arrow connected with Rudra, the destroyer of the 
asuras' cities"; after citing TS 6.2.3.1, 2 to support this notion, he renders 
the last line as follows: "1, the maker of the medicine, do not pierce the 
swellings, divinely produced by evil, with a worldly arrow but with Rudra's 
arrow" (kecid tfhu~- mune~ manyumata~ devasya. . . . rudrasya ity artha~. 
. . . gaiJ.qamalavedhanasadhanabhuto 'ya'!l sara~ laukika~ saro na bhavati ki'!l 
tu asurapuranirbhedakasya rudrasya sa7!1bandhl saro 'yam. . . . papadevatan-
i~padita gaiJ.qamala aha'!l bhai~ajyakarta laukikena sareiJ.a na vidhyami ki7!1 tu 
rudrasya sareiJ.eti). It is obvious that Sayal).a is merely guessing at the mean-
ing of the phrase in c. Henry, however, has pointed to the fact that Rudra 
may be the mun{, the god (La magie, 194; cf. also Whitney-Lanman, 440). 
This interpretation receives further support from the fact that at A VS 6.44.3 
the fathers' root (pitfiJ.am mulad) is mentioned in connection with Rudra's 
urine. The root itself may be the root of a plant or perhaps a penis. On the 
general notion of muni as "medicine-man," see Macdonell-Keith, Vedic 
Index, 2: 167. 

VERSE 2 

For v{dhyamy, 'I prick,' in ab, P 19.36.3 has chinadmy, 'I cut off'; and in 
c, it has the easier reading uto, 'and also' (manuscript 'P' atho, 'likewise') 
for idti7!!, 'now.' Sayal).a states that the scrofulous swellings are of three 
types, distinguished by the (respective) preponderance, equality, or defi-
ciency of the (three) "humors" (do~aprakar~asamyalpatvabhedena gaiJ.qamalas 
trividhal]). It is more likely that the three refer to the location of the apadts, 
i.e. those which accumulate on the nape of the neck, about the neck and 
on the shoulders (AVS 6.25.1-3) and those which occur on the neck, along 
the sides and on the vijaman-joint [AVS 7.76(80).2]. Sayal).a glosses stukam 
as UriJ.aStukii, 'tuft of wool.' It may also refer to a tuft of hair [see Bloomfield, 
AJPh, 11: 324; later, however, "flake (of wool)," Hymns, 18; and Griffith, 
335) or to any tuft or flake (see Henry, 29; and Whitney-Lanman, 440). 
The verse appears to point to a medical practice similar to that which 
present-day doctors perform when they lance a boil. First the healer pricks 
the pustule to let the pus ooze out; then, after the pus has drained, he cuts 
it off level with the skin. 

Notes to 7.76(80) 
This charm, like AVS 7.74(78), can be divided into sections: the first two 

verses are concerned with apadt; verses 3-5, with the disease jayanya and 
verse 6 is to be recited at the midday pressing of Soma. 132 Sayal).a prescribes 

132 Bloomfield divides the hymn into three secti~ns: "A. Charm for curing scrofulous sores 
calld apacit; B. Charm for curing tumors called jiiyiinya; C. Stanza sung at the midday pressure 
of Soma," Hymns, 17, 559; Whitney-Lanman also notices a division: "Against apadts and 
jiiyanya; etc.," Atharva-veda-sarrzhitii, Pt. 1, 441 (verse 6, they say, "is wholly independent"); 
Ludwig: the entire charm is against "apacit," Der Rigveda, 3: 500; Henry considers the hymn 
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verses 1-2 for use "in a rite for the healing of scrofulous neck-swellings" 133 

at KausS 31.16-17. 

VERSE 1 

For a, P 1.21.1 reads: ma sart~ srasan svayart~ srasan, "[The apacits] do not 
drop off together, (they] do not drop off individually" (d. Renou, JA, 252: 
428). Saya:r:ta quite rightly points out that "because of the name in the 
subsequent verse, apacits are also referred to here" (. . . uttaramantre 
'bhidhanad atrapi apacita evocyante). He understands ab quite differently, 
however: "[since] these apacits flow excessively everywhere, i.e. are ac-
customed to discharging pus, etc., therefore, let such swellings called apacits, 
which are hindering (=asattarti1]), be accustomed to flowing, totally and 
completely (reading: a susrasa~ as one word, asusrtisa~) from those hin-
derings, i.e. from the manifestations of the disease (=asatibhyo)" (atyarthart~ 
sravantya~ sarvada piiyadisrava1Jas'ilti1']. . . . at a eva . . . satfviruddha asatya~ 
badhika rogavyaktayas tabhyo 'pi asattarti1'] atyartham asatyo badhika evart~
vidha apacinnamika gaiJ4amalti1'] . . . a samantad niravase~art~ sravaiJas'ila 
bhavantu). This rendering seems to be mere guesswork in an effort to explain 
a difficult textual reading. Henry, distressed by the apparently unattached 
a at the beginning of a, suggests the reading: a asisrasas, "tu as fait tomber," 
stating: "Le conjurateur s' addresse a son remede, et suppose le probleme 
resolu, comme ille fait souvent, ou bien encore il se sert de l'aoriste d'ha-
bitude" (30, 97). While it is often the case that a preterite verb form is used 
when a healer, desiring a result which has not yet occurred, states it as if 
it has; nevertheless, in this case, as Bloomfield points out, the context would 
demand a comparative adjective. He therefore suggests the accepted 
emendation: a susraso susrastara1] (559-60; see also AJPh, 11: 324; cf. Grif-
fith, 364-65; and Whitney-Lanman, 441). The function of a in a, as Whitney-
Lanman suggest, might be to strengthen the ablative force of susrtiso or it 
may be an interjection of contempt or disgust (ibid.). Our rendering implies 
the former. For the difficult word sehor, Saya:r:ta reads sehor, and glosses: 
"a dispersed (injured?) limb by that name which is completely sapless 
(worthless) and which has the form of a tuft of wool, etc." (sehur nama 
viprakfr~Javayava~ atyantart~ ni~saras tiiladiriipa~). The word is found along 
with pllhti, 'spleen,' at KS 34.12, suggesting that it refers to a part of the 
body which Filliozat defines as an "undetermined internal organ" (La doc-
trine, 127). Inc, Henry has offered the unacceptable emendation: arasad 
arasatarti, stating that it fits well with the opyosition to wet in d (98). Whit-
ney-Lanman suggest that the addition of a at the beginning of c, as in a, 
would rectify the meter (441). Rather, the word seems to be related to 

(with the exception perhaps of verse 6) as "Guerison des ecrouelles," Le livre, VII, 29, 95; 
likewise, Griffith: "A charm to cure scrofulous pustules," Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 1: 364 
(verse 6, he states, "has no apparent connexion with the object of the charm"). 

133 gaJ14amiliibhai~jyakarmaJ1y; see also notes to AVS 7.74(78), 226, above. 
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sebhu, 'mucus,' 'spittle' (Mayrhofer, Wb, 3: 502, 504). In order to correct 
the meter, Hoffmann has proposed the reading: asehor arasatara~, "saftloser 
als ein Speicheloser" (Aufsiitzer, 2: 451 n). Although dog's saliva is prescribed 
in the Kausika ritual (KausS 30.15) it is merely secondary; the notion of 
spit or saliva in the hymn is literary. Hoffmann's emendation, therefore, 
more closely reflects the original. vikledfyasil], from the root klid, 'to be 
wet,' plus v' has the primary meaning 'more moist.' Although the exact 
meaning of the last pada is uncertain, it may be looked on as more descriptive 
than comparative. One might suppose that salt was sprinkled on the sores; 
as they began to ooze the salt would absorb the exudation and become 
dissolved, leaving wet pussy matter, at the same time causing the scabby 
apadts to fall off as if they were insects. Although this would, of course, 
be very painful for the patient, it would, nevertheless, have beneficial re-
sults. Saya:t:la, again merely guessing, makes a comparison between the salt 
which, when placed anywhere, disperses in a flowing manner, and the 
very moist nature of the suppurating apacits (vikledfyasil] atisayena vividhal!l 
kledanavatya~. yatha lavarJo yatra kutrapi nihito 'pi sarvada sravati tasmad 
api . . . sarvarigasal!ldhi~u puyadisravarJasua bhavati. etadr~yo 'pacita~ asu-
sraso bhavantv iti sal!lbandha~). 

VERSE 2 

A parallel to this verse is not found in the P. For the difficult word 
upapak~y~, in b, Saya:t:la glosses: "being under the shoulder, near the 
shoulder, under the armpit" (upapak~e pak~asamfpe upakak~e bhavQ). Henry, 
likewise, understands it to mean the armpits: "de l'aisselle" (98); Griffith: 
"upon the shoulder-joints" (365); Bloomfield, originally rendered: "upon 
the breast" (AJPh, 11: 324), but then changed his mind and translated: 
"upon the shoulders" (Hymns, 17). Being derived from pak~a, 'wing' plus 
upa, i.e. 'under the wing,' it could have the meaning: 'under the armpits,' 
or more generally, 'along the sides' (cf. Whitney-Lanman, 442; and Filliozat, 
La doctrine, 91-92, 122). If the apadts are as numerous as AVS 6.25 would 
have us believe, it would seem that their localization under the armpits 
would be much too confining. It is more likely, therefore, that the poet-
healer was defining their position as along the sides, including under the 
armpits. Saya:t:la derives the obscure vijamni from the root ja, 'to be born,' 
plus v' 'exceedingly' and understands it to be the concealed region, i.e. 
the [region of the] thigh-joint characterized by the pudenda (vise~erJa jayate 
apatyam atreti vijama guhyapradesa~. . . . vijamni guhyapradese tadupalak~ite 
urusal!ldhau). Whitney-Lanman merely follow Saya:t:la (442). Likewise, Fil-
liozat considers this as a possible meaning (La doctrine, 126). The word 
occurs again at ~V 7.50.2 alongs~de parus, 'joint' and appears to refer to a 
type of joint. It is also found at SB 3.6.1.2, where Eggeling renders: "the 
D~:t:lya-hearths, forsooth, are other than its (sacrifice's) congeners" 
(vijamano haivasya dh{~f!yif}; The Satapatha BrahmarJa, 2: 148-49). Along 
these lines, Henry (30, 98) and Griffith (365) render: "on the two-fold 
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limbs." Bloomfield states simply that it is a part of the body (17, 560) and 
Ludwig guesses the ankle (nochel) (500). Being derived from the root jii, 
plus v{, and having the principal meaning, 'related,' it seems to refer to the 
parts of the body which are related or symmetrical to each other, such as 
joints, starting from the shoulders and moving downward. 

Notes to 6.21 
Translators generally agree that A VS 6.21 is a charm to improve the 

condition and growth of one's hair. 134 Whitney-Lanman considered it rather 
to be directed "To healing plants." 135 Saya:r:ta prescribes its use in a rite for 
"one desiring the growth of hair" 136 at KausS 30.8-10. It is clear from the 
context that medicinal plants or simples, perhaps the nitatnl plants, after 
having been consecrated with the charm, were used ritually to strengthen 
and to promote the growth of hair. 

VERSE 1 
For a-c, P 1.38.1 reads as Sau. In d, P has sam u jagrabhaJ?l (Bh.: jagrabha; 

cf. Renou, JA, 252: 934) bhe~ajam. For ab, Saya:r:ta suggests that the three 
earths are the three worlds beginning with earth; or else the three worlds 
beginning with the earth, divided singly into three parts, citing ~V 2.27.8 
and AB 2.17 as support (prthivyadyas trayo loki~} santi. yadva prthivyadayas 
trayo loki~} pratyekaf!l tridha bhinnil}). Although it implies a cosmology which 
is found in the Mbh. and the Pura:r:tas, there is the possibility that the three 
earths refer to: 1. the earth's surface; 2. the nagaloka or pattila, the realm 
of the nagas which is under the earth; and 3. the naraka, the infernal region. 
In this way, the ground (bhumi) may be considered as the most beneficial, 
the best (see Grill, 160; Bergaigne-Henry, 150 n; Griffith, 256; and Bloom-
field, 471; cf. also Florenz, 275) or simply the topmost (uttama). In cd, 
therefore, the "skin" (tvac6) is equated to the ground or soil (cf. Saya:r:ta: 
. . . prthivfnaJ?l . . . tvag iva upari vartamana ya bhiimi~ tasya . . . upari 
prariiqhaJ?l . . . vyadhinivartakam au~adham . . . saJ?lgrh!J.amz). There seems, 
therefore, to be a symholic association, as Grill suggests, between the earth's 
surface on which the plants grow and the skin, the body's surface, on 
which hair grows (160; cf. also Bloomfield, 470). 

VERSE 2 

In ab, P. 1.38.2 reverses bhe~ajanam and vfrudhanam (Bh. has the pref-
erable vairudhanam; cf. Renou, JA, 252: 434); and in c, it has yajflo bhaga 

134 Florenz: "Haarzauber (Hair-spell)?" "Das sechste Buch der Atharva-sa~ita," BB, 12: 
275; Grill: "Haarwuchs (Hair-growth)," Hundert Lieder des Atharoa-Veda, 50, 160; Bergaigne-
Henry: "Conjuration pour faire pousser les cheveux, "Manuel, 150; Griffith: "A charm to 
strengthen hair and promote its growth," Hymns of the Atharoaveda, 1: 256; and Bloomfield: 
"Charm to promote the growth of hair," Hymns, 30, 470. 

135 Atharoa-veda-samhiti, Pt. 1, 295. 
136 kesavr:ddhikiimarri; cf. Ke5ava: atha kesavr:ddhikararJe kosapatane bhai~ajyam ucyate. 
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iva (K manuscript, Bar.: eva), ". . . as the sacrifice, Bhaga . ."(?). For c, 
Saya~a explains: "There, on account of his excellence, the example is Soma. 
. . . When the divisions of day and night are to be determined, the moon 
[=soma] and sun [=bhtiga] are mentioned, from the fact that they bring 
about divisions of time. Thus the meaning is 'you are the best' " (tatra 
srai~thyena . . . d~tanta~-soma~ iti. . . . ahoratrabhage~u . . . soma~ can-
dramtl1] bhaga~ siiryas ca kalavacchedahetutvena prasastau tadvat sre~tham 
asily artha~). His gloss of Soma as the moon seems acceptable (cf. Macdonell, 
Vedic Mythology, 107, 112-13). His understanding of bhtiga as the sun is 
possible, for in the ~V, it is one of the Adityas which in later literature are 
enumerated as the twelve sun-gods (ibid., 43-44, 45). In this way, a later 
cosmology, as suggested in verse 1, may also be implied in this verse. It 
may, however, simply designate a god who dispenses wealth or general 
good fortune (ibid., 45; cf. Grill 106). yame~u is also a difficult word. Its 
basic meaning is 'moving' and thus could signify "wandering stars" or 
"planets" (see Florenz, 275; Grill, 160-61; and Griffith, 256; cf. Bergaigne-
Henry, 150 n). At Manu 7.145, it occurs in the context which suggests that 
it means a watch or division of time (about three hours) (utthaya pascime 
yame, "having arisen at the last watch"; cf. Kulliika Bhatta's gloss: ... 
ratre~ pascimayama utthaya . .. ). On the basis of this passage and its com-
mentary, and because it occurs with Soma in the verse, Bloomfield (30) 
and Whitney-Lanman (296) suggest that it refers to the night watches. 
Rather, it appears to have the more general meaning, as Saya~a implies, 
the watches in general, those which occur during the night (Soma) as well 
as during the day (Bhaga). Bergaigne and Henry suggest yet another, less 
likely, explanation: somabhag iva yame~u, "'comme celui qui a part au Soma 
(Indra) parmi Dieux qui marchent (les Dieux actifs guerriers),' par contraste 
avec [pada d) comme Varu~a parmi les Dieux (souverains, immobiles, en 
repose, etc.)" (150 n). In this verse, therefore, there seems to be a reference 
to a plant which, as well as being the most excellent of the medicines, is 
also equal with Soma (the moon and plant) and Bhaga (the dispenser of 
light and perhaps of health) among the watches of the day and night and 
with Varu~a (the first) among the gods. 

VERSE 3 

This verse again appears to be directed to the simples (Saya~a: o~adhaya~, 
cf. also Florenz, 276). In ab, P 1.38.3 has the easier reading: . . . anadhr~ttf1J 
si~asantil] si~asatha (K: si~asata), "You ... 0 unassailed [and] gracious 
[plants] be generous [to us]" (cf. Renou, JA, 252: 434). In cd, P reads: ettl1] 
stha kesavardhanfr a tho stha kesadrrzha7Ji1J (Bh. cites the Mahantipura, Orissa, 
manuscript reading: kesavrrzha7Ji1J, 'means for increasing [the thickness of] 
the hair'). The meaning is unaltered from that of the Sau. In a, Saya~a 
glosses tinadhr~a~ as "not injured by anything" (kenacid api ahil!lsittl1]). This 
is the meaning adopted above (cf. however, Bloomfield, who renders it: 
"irresistible," 30; and Whitney-Lanman, who translate it with more of an 
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active sense: "doing no violence," 296). The two desideratives from the 
root san, as Bergaigne and Henry point out, have the sense of both 'to 
conquer' and 'to be generous' (150 n). In this way, the plants may be 
considered as conquerors of malady and benevolent bestowers of health 
(cf. Sayat;1a: ... sanitum irogyatt~ datum icchantya~ yiiyatt~; cf. also the 
notion of Soma and Bhaga in verse 2) in the form of strong, thick hair. At 
AVS 6.30.3, we notice that the plant samf is requested to be gracious to 
hair (mr4a klsebhya~ samt). P 1.38 adds another verse (4) which is a variant 
of AVS 6.137.3 below. 

Notes to 6.136 and 137 

Translators generally agree that AVS 6.136 and 137 are charms to pro-
mote the growth of hair.137 Sayat;1a prescribes their use in a rite for "one 
desiring the promotion of hair-growth" 138 at KausS 31.28. 

6.136 

VERSE 1 

P(K) 1.67.1 reads as Sau, with the following word order: devf devyiftl 
jitisi prthivyim adhy o~adhe. In c, Bh. has tvam in place of tam. For o~adhe, 
in b, Sayat;1a glosses: "that beginning with the kicamicf" (kficamicfprabhr-
tike), which is equated with nitatnf(see Caland, AZ, 103 n), glossed inc, 
as "0 down growing one, i.e. the herb, accustomed to growing forth in a 
downward direction" (. . . nitanvine nyakprasaraiJaslle o~adhe). The word 
nitatnf occurs in later Vedic literature as a personification of one of the 
bricks used in the fire altar (TS 4.4.5.1; KS 40.4, Vi~IJU Smrti 67.7) and as 
a star of the constellation krttiki (TB 3.1.4.1). Griffith suggests that it is a 
"plant with deep roots and therefore supposed to strengthen the root of 
the hair" (321 n). Being from the root tan plus n{, 'to stretch down,' it 
appears to refer to the entire plant rather than just to its roots. Whitney-
Lanman consider it to be an epithet rather than an actual name of a plant 
(383). Since it is a feminine in i; it is more probable that it signifies a plant 
whose very name may describe it as a hanging vine or perhaps a symbiotic 
plant which grows downward from other vegetation. Note, therefore, its 
symbolic association with long cranial hair. 

VERSE 2 

P 1.67.2 reads: indras tva khanat (K: khanatu) prathamo varuiJasya duhi-
trbhya~, drtt~ha jitifl janayijititt~ ye jatis tin u var~fyasas (Bar: ye jis tin 

137 Zimmer translates the charms in his discussion of nita tnt. a plant used against hair which 
falls out, Leben, 68; Grill: "Haarwuchs (hair-growth)," Hundert Lieder des Atharoa-Veda, 50, 
176; Griffith (both): "A charm to promote the growth of hair," Hymns of the Atharoaveda, 1: 
321; Bloomfield (both): "Charm with the plant nitatnfto promote the growth of hair," Hymns, 
31, 356, 357; and Whitney-Lanman (both): "To fasten and increase the hair," Atharoa-veda-
sarphiti, Pt. 1, 383. 

138 ke5avrddhikaral'}llkiima~; cf. Ke5ava: kesavrddhikaraJJe bhai~ajyam ucyate. 
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var~fyasas; Raghu Vira: ye ja[ttl]s tan var~fyasas) kt:dhi, "Incira uprooted you 
first from Varur;ta's daughters. [Therefore,] you strengthen the born, beget 
the unborn [and] make those which have already been born, long lasting" 
(cf. Renou, JA 253: 16 and AVS 6.137.1 below). The first two padas, ap-
parently lost in the Sau but preserved in the P, have increased our knowl-
edge of the mythology surrounding this plant. 

VERSE 3 

In a, P 1.67.3 has vatata~, 'stretched down' (K: (a]vatata~; see Renou, 
JA, 253: 16) in b, vr~cyate, 'is pulled out,' confirming Whitney-Lanman's 
emendation of the Sau reading (383). K has drsyate, 'is seen,' which is 
possible, but seems out of place in the context. In c, P has sarva1!J ta1!J. 
Although vrsctite (vrscytite), being from the root vrasc, 'to cut,' 'to hew,' 
literally means, 'is cut( down),' common sense would dictate that it predicates 
the hair which is "pulled out by its roots," as opposed to that which "falls 
out naturally" (avaptidyate)-one cannot "cut off" the roots of the hair 
without scalping the individual. stimiilo has perhaps the sense of 'by the 
roots,' 'completely,' as in Classical Sanskrit. Because something is said to 
be sprinkled over the hair, Zimmer speculates that it may be the sap of the 
plant (68). KausS 31.28, however, prescribes that the plant's fruit, which 
usually hangs from it and appears to grow downward, should be used and 
implies that this fruit is to be decocted before it is poured over the affected 
area. Although the exact part or parts of the plant are not specified in the 
hymn, it would seem reasonable to assume that, as in the KausS, originally 
a decoction made with the plant was sprinkled over the patient suffering 
from the loss of hair whether by natural causes or by accident. 

6.137 

VERSE 1 

P has no parallel to this verse. Sayar;ta explains that jamtidagni is a "great 
r~i" (mahar~i~); vutihavya is "the name of a great r~!" (vilahavytfkhyo ma-
har~i~); and tisita is "a sage who has black hair" (kt:~!Jakesasya etatsa1!Jjflasya 
muner). Jamadagni is mentioned at A VS 2.32.3 as a destroyer of worms 
(krimi); and at AVS 5.28.7, his triple lifetime is mentioned. Vitahavya is, 
according to the J!.V-SarvanukramaiJi; the r~i of ~V 6.15, whom Griffith 
considers to be thought of as a magician like Virgil in the Middle Ages 
(321-22 n). Whitney-Lanman, along with theAV-AnukramaiJi; suggest that 
the word should be understood as an epithet, "after the god has enjoyed 
his oblations" (Pt. 1 383). Nothing further is known about the word. At 
AVS 1.14.4, there is a reference to a spell authored by Asita who, Sayar;ta 
says, is a ~i (etan namna r~e~). Although the name of the he~b (Sayar;ta: 
o~adhi'!f) is not expressed in the verse, it is likely that it is nitatnf mentioned 
at AVS 6.136.1. 
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VERSE 2 

P 1.67.4 puts everything in the singular. In ab, it reads: astu viyamen-
anumeya~ (K: vyamenanumeya~; cf. Renou, JA, 253: 16); and in c, it has 
naqa iva (K: na na tvair). Saya~;ta renders ab: "First your hairs, 0 one desirous 
of hair-growth, where to be measured by finger-breadths, i.e. to be mea-
sured by four and six finger-breadths, then they were to be measured by 
the length of two extended hastas (i.e. about 36 inches)" (he kesabhivrd-
dhikama tvadfyal] kesal] prathamam. . . . angulinamaitat. . . . angulibhi~ . . . 
matavyas caturangulal] ~aqangula ity eva'!l paricchedyii. . . . tato . . . pra-
saritahastadvayaparima7Jena . . . anu pascat meyal] matavya asan); for cd, he 
understands the meaning to be: "As those [naqa-plants], born on the edge 
of the water of a tank, being closely joined and growing quickly, become 
longer, so also, let the hairs grow" (te yatha tatakodakaprante~u utpannal] 
sa'!lhatal] santa~ Sfghra'!l vardhamana draghfya7!Zso bhavanti tatha kesa api 
vardhantam ity artha~). In a, the difficult word abhfSu has the basic meaning, 
'rein,' and some translators have chosen to render it so (see Grill, 51; Griffith, 
322; and Whitney-Lanman, 383). According to NighatJtu 2.4.3, 5, however, 
it can have the meaning "arm" (btihu) in the dual and ''finger" (angult) in 
the plural (cf. Bloomfield, 537). The latter meanings make better sense if, 
like Saya~;ta, we consider that initially the hairs were a finger breadth in 
length and after the treatment with the medicinal herb, they were found 
to have grown to a length equal to that of two hastas. In ab, the Sau reading 
implies a continuation of the mythological episode mentioned in verse 1; 
in which case, it was Jamadagni's daughter's hairs which were measured. 
P however, avoids this connection by reading astu to agree with vardhatam 
in c. 

VERSE 3 

In b, P 1.38.4 has: yaccha . . . yamayau~adhe (K: yaccha madhya'!l 
yamayau~adhe); and in cd, it reads: kesavardhanam asy atharva7Ja'!l kesadr'!l-
ha7Ja'!l asy atharva7Jam, "You are the hair-promoters belonging to the 
Atharvans [and] you are the hair-strengtheners belonging to the Atharvans" 
(cf. AVS 4.3.7, 6.21.3cd, P 1.8.4 to AVS 2.3.4, 208, above, and Renou, JA, 
252: 434). The sequence of three requests found in ab, reminds one of the 
three demands of the nitatnf-plant mentioned at A VS 6.136.2. 

Notes to 6.24 

There is disagreement among translators concerning the import of A VS 
6.24. Florenz139 and Grill140 consider it to be generally against "disease." 
Griffith calls it: "A hymn to the Rivers";141 Bloomfield, basing himself on 
Kau5S 30.13, entitles it: "Dropsy, heart-disease and kindred maladies cured 

139 "Das sechste 8uch der Atharva-samhita," 88, 12: 279. 
140 Hundert Lieder des Atharoa-Veda, 13, 161. 
141 Hymns of the Atharoaveda, 1: 258. 
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by flowing water";142 and Whitney-Lanman: "To the waters: for bless-
ing." 143 Sayar:ta prescribes its use "for the purpose of quieting the diseases 
of jaundice, dropsy and derangement of the 'humors' in the region of the 
heart" 144 at KausS 30.13. 

VERSE 1 

In this verse the patient is speaking. In ab, K 19.7.8 reads: himavata~ pra 
sravata tas sindhum upa gacchata, "Let that [water] flow from the Himavant 
[and] approach the Sindhu." In cd, P 3.17.6 reads quite differently: ttf apa~ 
sarvtfiJ sarigatya cak~u~ prtf7Jafl ca dhatta na~ (K: prtf7Jan:r dadhatu na~), "When 
all those waters have come together, let [them] bestow on us eye[-sight] 
and prtf7Ja-breath." In both of the above verses, the first line is similar to 
that of the Sau, which suggests that it may be formulaic, being recited 
when consecrating the water to be used in the rite. In b, samaha, 'some-
where,' may also have the sense of 'somehow' (cf. Grill: "weiss nicht wie?" 
13). In d, Sayar:ta explains hrddyotabhe~ajam as "[that] well-known medicine 
which ceases the heat in the heart" (prasiddhan; . . . hrdayadtfhanivartakam 
au~adhan; ... ). It seems to refer to the waters which are themselves the 
medicine for such an ailment. 

VERSE 2 

In this verse the patient appears to be speaking. K 19.7.9 reads quite 
differently: ak~ibhyam adidyota par~7Jibhyan; hrdayena ca, apas tat sarvan; 
ni~ karan tva~ttf ri~tam ivanasat, "As Tva~rr removed the injury [so also] 
may the waters eradicate all that [which) has afflicted [my] two eyes, two 
heels and heart." At P 8.8.4, cd is asP 19.7.9cd (0 has ta~ttfri~tam ivan-
as[s"'?)a~[t?), in d); but ab reads: yad arigair apa~(?) pasprse, yac chlr~1Jtf yac 
ca pr~tibhi~, " ... [all that] which has afflicted the action(?) of the limbs, 
of the head and of the ribs." Again P cd appears to be formulaic, referring 
to the waters. At P 8.8.4, pasprse 'has afflicted' (root sprS, 'to touch') has 
replaced adidy6ta whose meaning as 'afflicted' may be confirmed by the 
replacement. Sayar:ta understands adidy6ta, in a, to be "[that], born of dis-
ease, causes inflammation, i.e. causes pain, in my two eyes"( ... rogajatan; 
. . . mama ak~1JO~ . . . adlpayati vyathayati), suggesting rather a symptom 
than a proper disease. The pun on adidy6ta in a, and hrddyota in verse 1d, 
may, as Grill suggests, distinguish "iiussere Verletzung nach der inneren 
Krankheit" (161). The notion of that which afflicts the two heels and the 

142 Hymns, 12, 471. 
143 Atharva-veda-samhitii, Pt. 1, 298. 
144 hrdayado~a- (Sa~kar Pandit: d~yado~a711, 'visible derangement of the "humors" ') jalo-

darakiimalarogasantyarthaTtl: cf. Kesava: atha hrdayadiighe ('heart-affliction') jalodare kamale ca 
bhai~ajyiiny ucyante and Darila who considers it to be only for one suffering from dropsy 
(jalodariJJam abhiscotate). 
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front of the two feet suggests the demonic foot-rtipas (cf. ~V 7.50 and the 
chapter on rtipas, 25-28, above). 

VERSE 3 

In this verse, either the patient or the healer could be speaking. The 
verse appears to be a general incantation to the waters for benefit. In a, K 
19.7 .1 0 merely reverses the order of s{ndhupatniJ] s{ndhurtfjfliJ]. In c, Sayat:ta 
explains ttisya bhe~ajtil!l as medicines which remove our disease ( ... as-
mtfkal!l . . . rogasya. . . nirvartakam au~adhal!l . . .); and in d, bhunajtfmahai 
(root bhuj, 'to enjoy,' 'to consume') seems to have a more pregnant sense, 
as suggested by Sayat:ta: "through [that] medicine, we eat [those things] 
connected with you, i.e. after having subdued the disease, we are dependent 
on the strength-producing elements, food, drink, etc." (. . . au~adhena. . . 
yu~mtfkal!l sal!lbandhino vayal!l bhunajtfmahai. nivrttarogtfiJ santa~ annaptfntfdi 
balakaral!l vastu upajfvtfma). In this way, bhunajtfmahai implies an enjoyment 
which is derived from the waters' benefits after their consumption, i.e. after 
drinking the water we hope to obtain its benefits (cf. Florenz, 280; Bloom-
field, 12-13; and Whitney-Lanman, 298). 

Notes to 6.57 

Translators are not unanimous in their understanding of AVS 6.57. Grif-
fith calls it: "A charm for a wound or bruise" ;145 Bloomfield, basing himself 
entirely on Kau5S 31.11-15 and its commentaries, entitles it: "Urine (jaltf~a) 
as a cure for scrofulous sores";146 and Whitney-Lanman, more generally: 
"With a certain remedy against disease." 147 Sayat:ta prescribes its use "for 
the purpose of healing the sore without an opening,"148 at KausS 31.11-
15. Verse 3 is found in the list of purificatory rites (brhacchtfntigatJa) at 
AthPariS 32.26 and with AVS 6.19, etc. in a rite for welfare at KausS 41.14. 
The context points to a charm for the consecration of Rudra's watery med-
icine to be used for the healing of sores. 

VERSE 1 

In d, P 19.10.3 reads apabruvan (Raghu Vira: apabruvat). Sayat:ta explains 
that bhe~ajtim, in b, is "the medicine for the removing of this (or his) sore" 
(. . . asya vratJarogasya nivartakam au~adham); and for apabrtivat, in d, he 
reads: upabnivat and glosses: "he recited" (prtfyurikta). It, therefore, appears 
that Sayat:ta understands upabnivat to be an imperfect without augmen-

145 Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 1: 276. 
146 Hymns, 19, 488. 
147 Atharva-veda-samhitii, Pt. 1, 323. 
148 mukharahitavra~bhai~jyirtha~t~; cf. Ke5ava: ak~atavra71abhai~ajyam ucyate, 'healing of 

unbroken sores'; on the reading ak~ta in place of the printed ak~ita, see Bloomfield, Kausika 
Siitra, xliii, and Whitney-Lanman, 323. 
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tation. On analogy, P's apabruvan could be also an imperfect in the third 
person plural. It is preferable, however, to take it to be a subjunctive (cf. 
Bloomfield, 19; and Whitney-Lanman, 323). The arrow mentioned here is 
probably the disease sent by Rudra; and the remedy is also given by Rudra. 

VERSE 2 

For cd, P(K) 19.10.4 has a slightly easier reading: jiilii~e bhadrti'tl bhe~ajti7!1 
ttisya no dehi jfvtise (text accented), "0 jiilii~ti, bestow on us his (its?) aus-
picious medicine so that we may live"; manuscript 'P': jiilii~am ugra'tl bhe-
~aja'tl tasya(?) no de hi(?) jfvase, "Bestow on us his powerful medicine, jiilii~a, 
so that we may live." Sayal).a following KausS 13.11-15, prefaces his com-
ments to this verse by saying that (~gvedic) jtilii~a, which he reads through-
out for jiilii~ti, is mentioned in the udakaniiman (water-rite?) in which it is 
characterized by the foam of cow's urine (jalii~am iti udakaniimasu pathitam. 
atra ca viniyogiinusiireiJa gomiitraphenalak~aJJam). He, then, renders ab: "Oh, 
attendants run towards the sore with it and then rinse near to (or around) 
the sore with it" (he pariciirakiifJ tena . . . vraJJam abhita~ prak~iilayata. . . . 
tathii tenaiva . .. vraJJasamfpa[e?] prak~iilayata). Rather than 'to rinse' (root 
k~al), the root sic, has the sense of 'to sprinkle.' In c, he glosses ugrti7!1 as 
tlk~IJa'tl, 'sharp,' 'pungent,' which brings to mind both the smell of urine 
and the points of the arrows. In the Vedic context, ugrti generally conveys 
a sense of fear and power, which, when applied to Rudra's medicine would 
signify to the listener a medicine which is so potent that its effect is positively 
frightening. Perhaps, "powerful," therefore, is the best translation for the 
reading ugrti7!1. The first line suggests a ritualistic procedure which entailed 
the sprinkling of liquid on to the area affected by sores or wounds caused 
by Rudra's arrow. 

VERSE 3 

b occurs at ~V 9.114.4cd and AVS 10.5.23d. The formulaic expression 
k~amartipo is found at ~V 8.20.26; 10.59.8-10. For cd, P(K) 19.10.5 reads: 
k~amiidhamo(?) visa'tl no 'stu bhe~ajam, "To the ground [let] the adhama 
(vileness?) [go]; let there be medicine for us"; manuscript 'P' reads as Sau: 
k~amii rapo . . . , which is the correct reading. Sayal).a considers the med-
icines in the last line to be both the sentient and non-sentient beings as 
well as every action, in fact, everything (. . . samasta7!1 sthiivarajatigamiit-
maka'tl . . . asmiika'tl . . . au~adham astu. . . . krtsna'tl karma . . . asmiika'tl 
bhe~aja7!1 astu). Not knowing of what the Vedic materia medica was com-
posed, Sayal).a included nearly everything. As we have noticed, plant and 
animal products are often used as medicines; but "action" is not. The last 
verse appears to be a benediction recited to increase the overall efficacy of 
the jiilii~ti-medicine. Cf. ~V 5.42.11 where Rudra is said to be the master 
of every medicine (. . . yo visvasya k~tiyati bhe~ajtisya). 
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Notes to ~V 10.97 

Most translators consider ~V 10.97 to be a hymn in praise of medicinal 
herbs and plants.149 Sayar;ta, referring to the SarvanukramaiJi; mentions that 
the r~i is B~aj, the atharvaJJa (son of the Atharvan), that the hymn's meter 
is anu~fubh, and that it encompasses the praise of herbs by the physician. 
Ritually, he states that when the consecrator succumbs to a disease such 
as fever, he should be purified by this siikta and quotes ASvSS 6.9 as ex-
ample: "after having washed (him], one should rub [him] down, while 
reciting the o~adhisiikta."150 At BD 7.154, it is said that the hymn is in praise 
of herbs and that the hymn of Bhi~aj is used for the destruction of yak~ma. 151 

VERSE 1 
For a, TS 4.2.6 verse 1 reads: ya jata 6~adhayo and for c, mtindami 

babhninam ahtim, "I celebrate ... of the brown ones." MS 2.7.13 verse 1 
and KS.16.13 v~rse 1 have ya 6~adhaya~ prathamaj31}, in a; similarly, KapS 
25.4 verse 1, but prathamaji. In c, KS, KapS begin with mana{; and MS 
begins with manve. VS 12.75 reads as ~V. triyugtif!l has been understood 
by Sayar;ta to be either "the three ages beginning with the krta" (. . . krta-
diyugatrayamuktaf!l ... ) or else, following SB 7.2.4.26, the three seasons, 
i.e. in the spring, in the rainy season and in the autumn ( ... vasante 
prav~i saradi cety artha~; so also Sayar;ta toTS and Mahidhara to VS; cf. 
Eggeling, SBE, 41: 339-40). It appears rather to be a reference to a mythical 
event which occurred in the distant past; and the standard translation of 
"age" seems best (cf. Renou, EVP, 16: 155). Both Sayar;ta toTS and Ma-
hidhara to VS understand babhrUJJam to be "those herbs reddish-brown 
by maturity or fit for the nurturing of living beings" [. . . praJJi- (Mahidh: 
jagajjana-) bharaJJasamarthanaf!L paripakena (Mahidh: pakena) pirigalavar-
JJanaf!L va tasam o~adhfnaf!L ... ]. Sayar;ta to ~V, however, states that they 
are "the brown colored herbs beginning with Soma" (. . . babhruvanJ.anam 
somadyqsadhfnam . . . ; cf. Geldner, 306). The brown color probably refers 
to plants which are naturally so, or to those plants or herbs which, when 
dried, turn brown. There is some disagreement about the exact meaning 
of the last pada. At SB 7.2.4.26 the hundred dhamans are said to be the 
direct result of living a hundred years, of having a hundred merits and of 

149 See, in particular, Roth: "Das Ued des Arztes, Rigveda 10.97 (The hymn of the doc-
tor ... )," ZDMG, 25: 645-48; the same translation is given by Grassmann, Rig-Veda, 2: 378; 
Hillebrandt: "An die Pflanzen (To the plants)," Lieder der J!.gveda, 107; Griffith: "Praise of 
Herbs," Hymns of the J!.gveda, 2: 533; Geldner: "Lob der Heilkrliuter (Praise of the healing-
plants)," Der Rigveda, 3: 306; and Gonda: "An address of a 'doctor' to his herbs," "The so-
called secular, humorous and satirical hymns of the J!.gveda," Selected Studies, 3: 388; cf. also 
Renou: "Louange des Plantes," EVP, 16: 155, notes only. 

150 Anu: yii o~adhfs tryadhikiitharoa7Jo bhi~g o~adhistutir iinu~tubham; Say~: atharoa!JQI} 
putrasya bhi~ri niimna iiJlam. . . . dik~itiiniirrr jvariidy}lpatiipe sarrrjiite 'nena sUktena miirjayet. 
sutritarrr ca-'o~dhisUktena ciipliivyiinumrtjet' iti (ASvSS 6.9; see also MSS 38.3). 

151 • • • yii o~dhiStaval}, prayoge bhi~ajas tv etad yak~maniisiiya kalpate; cf. Macdonell, The 
Brhad-Devatii, Pt. 2, 292. 
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having a hundred energies; and seven refers to the seven vital airs in the 
head (see, Eggeling, SBE 41: 340; also cited by Sayat:ta to I_{V). Yaska at 
Nirukta 9.28, however, considers it to be either 107 species of plants or 
else 107 (or 700, depending on the meaning of saptasatartr) vulnerable 
spots (marman) of the body, on which the herbs are placed( ... dhtimtini 
trayti1].i bhavanti. sthtintini ntimtini janmanil:i. janmtiny atrtibhiprettini. saptas-
atartr puru~asya marma7J.Iiftl. te~v enti dadhatil:i vti; cf. also L. Sarup, The Nigh-
a7J.tu and The Nirukta, 148 n. 6). Sayat:ta to I_{V glosses dhamtini as "refuge 
station" ( ... tisrayabhiittini sthtintini ... ; one of Yaska's choices). This 
idea of location is followed by Hillebrandt (107). Although the usual mean-
ing of dhaman is station or location, it seems more likely, as Yaska points 
out, that it refers to the 107 varieties, types or species of brown herbs (see 
in particular, Geldner, 3: 306, Renou, EVP, 16: 155, and Gonda, The meaning 
of the Sanskrit term dhtiman, 54); and in the light of verse 2 and AVS 8.7, 
where numerous types of plants and herbs are extolled, the mention of 
the 107 kinds of herbs points to an already developed pharmacopoeia, in 
which only the most efficacious plants are included. 

VERSE 2 

Inc, TS 4.2.6 verse 2 and MS 2.7.13 verse 2 read tithti; MS and KapS 
25.4 verse 2, satakrato and KS 16.13 verse 2 and VS 12.76 follow the I_{V. 
Sayat:ta to I_{V glosses the obscure word satakratvo as "whose actions are a 
hundredfold" (satakarmti7J.a~). Although the etymology of the word krtitu 
is disputed, it seems to have had the early meaning 'power,' in this context, 
'healing power' (see Mayrhofer, Wb. 1: 276; cf. also Renou, 155). Mahldhara 
to VS explains that the disease or poison (gada), from which the patient, 
i.e. the sacrificer, suffers is that of the six waves of existence beginning 
with hunger and thirst (. . . yajamtinam agadartr k~utpiptistidi~aqiirmiroga
rahitartr . . .). amba, as Mayrhofer notices, is a "Lallwort" for mother (Wb. 
1: 45, cf. Geldner, 306) and so may be best expressed by the colloquialism 
"mama." The later application of the word to the goddesses Durga and 
Kali implies more fear and respect. This also seems to be inherent in its 
utterance in this verse. 

VERSE 3 

For ab, AVS 8.7.27 reads: pu~ptivatil] prasumatil] phal{ni'r aphala uta, "[let] 
the flowering [and] shoot-bearing [herbs] as well as [those] bearing fruit 
and [those] not bearing fruit ... ,"which also occurs at KS 16.13 verse 
3 and KapS 25.4 verse 3. TS 4.2.6 verse 3 and MS 2.7.13 verse 3 read 
similarly, but prasuvatil] replaces prasumatil]. At the end of d, TS, KS and 
KapS have ptirayi~7].tiva~. VS 12.77 reads as I_{V; cf. also TS 4.1.4.4 and VS 
11.47. In a, Sayat:ta construes 6~adhil] as a vocative (he ... o~adhaya~); 
Ludwig, Griffith (533) and Hillebrandt (107) render it as an accusative, 
"rejoice at the herbs"; and Geldner as a nominative (see, Der Rigveda, 3: 
306). If 6~adhil] is translated as a vocative, the words in b must also be 
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considered as such and if, along with the words in b, it is rendered as an 
accusative, the subject of the verb in a is obscure. Perhaps, following Geld-
ner, it is best to construe it as a nominative, so also in b. The implied 
meaning of ptirayi~IJ.avti~, as Sayar;ta to ~V notices, is making the patient 
pass from the point of disease (. . . rugl].al'fl puru~a'!l ptirayantyo rogtit). 

VERSE 4 

This verse is quite obscure. For cd, TS 4.2.6 verse 4 and MS 2.7.13 verse 
4 read: rtiptil'flsi vighnatfr ita rtipa~ ctittiyamtintif], "go, destroying the rtipas, 
dispelling the rtipas." The apparent redundancy is corrected inKS 16.13 
verse 4 and KapS 25.4 verse 4, which replace rtipa~ by rtik~as. VS 12.78 
reads as ~V. Sayar;ta to ~V understands {ti to refer to the entire second 
line: "This is to be said to your adjunct physician: 'I, having the herbs as 
purpose, give to you, 0 physician, a horse, a cow, fine muslin, in short 
myself' " (. . . yu~mtikal'fl sal'flbandhinal'fl bhi~ajal'fl . . . vak~yamtiiJ.am iti it-
tham . . . upa bravlmi. . . . o~adhyartham aham asva'!l gtil'fl . . . al'fiSUkal'fl 
kil'fl bahunti titmtinam api he . . . cikitsaka . . . tubhya'!l . . . dadtimi). Mahi-
dhara to VS also follows this line of interpretation, but replaces cikitsaka 
by yajflapuru~a. There are three basic problems with this explanation: 1. In 
the verse, titmanal'fl refers to the man (puru~a) not the speakers; 2. the verb 
saniyam has the more usual sense of 'obtain,' 'get' (root san); and 3. the 
syntactical placement of {ti in the verse is an argument against its reference 
to the entire second line. The verse seems to indicate the rewards which 
the healer will obtain if the herbs he is using perform their designated 
healing function; and he is appealing to these divine mothers (cf. verse 2) 
to restore the man's life (self) so that the healer may gain his just reward. 
This latter function of the herb implies that she was believed to have ac-
tivities other than just healing and was looked on as a general luck-bringer 
(cf. Hillebrandt, 107; and Geldner, 106); cf., however, AVS 8.7.11 where 
the herbs are requested to rescue a similar list of items. ptida-d occurs at verse 
8d, below. 

VERSE 5 

In a, MS 2.7.13 verse 5 has nivesanal'fl; inc, gobhajti; and in d, along with 
KS 16.13 verse 5, it reads santivtitha. TS 4.2.6 verse 5, KapS 25.4 verse 5 
and VS 12.79 read as ~V. Sayar;ta to ~V glosses paTIJ.ti by paltisa and cites 
TB 1.1.3.10 which points to the relationship between the paTI].ti-tree and 
Soma. Concerning the two trees, Mahi"dhara to VS, citing Nirukta 2.5 as 
support, mentions that asvatthe and paTIJ.e are to be understood in a deriv-
ative sense, i.e. the wooden ladles for the purpose of making an oblation 
by the adhvaryu are made from their wood (. . . adhvaryul].ti homtirthal'fl 
juhvtil'fl sthtipantit asvatthapar1J.asabdtibhyti'!l . . .). Along similar lines, Roth 
suggests that a small box in which the healer carries the prepared aromatic 
herbs was made from the wood of these plants (645; cf. Geldner, 306). It 
appears rather to be an allusion to the healing-plant goddess Arundhatl 
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who, at AVS 5.5.5, is said to arise out of, among other trees, the asvatthti 
and panJ.ti, or perhaps to the ku~!ha-plant who was acquired from the seat 
of the gods the asvatthti-tree (see AVS 5.4.3; 6.95.1; 19.39.6), or yet, as 
Sayat:ta implies, to the Soma plant. Because the herbs are personified (see 
verses 2, 4, 6, etc.), they are entitled to a human gift, cows, given presumably 
in the form of a sacrifice. 

VERSE 6 

For ab, TS 4.2.6 verse 7 reads: ytid 6~adhaya~ samgticchante rQjiina~ stimitiiv 
iva. MS 2.7.13 verse 6 follows TS, but has stimitii(?), in b; and inc, ktivi; 
'poet,' replaces bhi~tig. KS 16.13 verse 7 reads as TS, but has samtigamata 
in a; and, likewise, KapS 25.4 verse 7 follows TS. VS 12.80 reads as ~V. 
Sayat:ta to ~V glosses the difficult stimitiiv as "in battle" (samgriime, to TS; 
yuddhe). Likewise, Mahldhara to VS glosses it as "in battle" (yuddhe). The 
translators, however, based on the occurrences of the word in the ~V, tend 
to favor the meaning "at the council" (see in particular, Roth, 646; Hille-
brandl, 107; and Geldner, 306; cf. also Renou, 155). Against the native 
tradition, therefore, the preferred meaning is "council." Inc, Sayat:ta to ~V 
considers v{pra~ to be a wise Brahmat:ta (priijfla~ briihmaJJa~), thus antici-
pating verse 22 (cf. Geldner, 306; and Renou, 156). At the TS, however, 
he explains him more fully as the wise man who is skilled in the production 
of the (herbs') juices and strengths (. . . vipro medhiivf rasavfryabhiivanii-
bhijflo ya~ puru~a~ . .. ). Mahldhara to VS understands the word to refer 
to "an honored servant" (bhavadiisrito). Such a person may be called a 
"healer," or based on the etymology of the word (i.e. from the root vip, 
'to shake'), a "shaker." It is interesting to note that the MS replaces bhi~tig 
with ktivi; suggesting that a healer is one skilled in the use of words rather 
than herbs, as Sayat:ta suggests. [Cf. Geldner's rendering of v{pra~, "der 
Redekundige (Brahmane)," 306.] It seems likely, therefore, that a physician 
was considered to be one who possessed skill in the preparation and ap-
plication of medicinal herbs as well as knowledge and mastery of the rec-
itation of charms and incantations. 

VERSE 7 

In a, TS 4.2.6 verse 14(!) and MS 2.7.13 verse 8 read somavatfm; and in 
c, MS has ayuk~i, 'I have brought together,' which fits better in the context 
of the preceding verse. KS 16.13 verse 6, KapS 25.4 verse 6 and VS 12.81 
follow ~V. Sayat:ta to ~V considers there to be four different types of prin-
cipal herbs (asviivatyiidaya~ pradhiinabhiitii o~adhayas catasra~); and at TS, 
he explains them in detail: "a certain type, asviivati; horses are in it, i.e. 
where there is affluence [obtained] through herbs, horses are obtained by 
means of wealth (i.e. by purchase); another type of herb is somavati; the 
Soma-sacrifice is in it, i.e. where there is the affluence [obtained] by grain, 
the Soma-sacrifice is able to be made; another is iirjayati: It makes strength 
or actions of life; another kind is udojas, it has the form of the eight elements 
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and causes the bodily elements to thrive by means of food" (kacid o~adhijatir 
asvavati; asva asya'!l santily asvavati; o~adhisamrddhau satya'!l dhanadvar-
tf}QSVQ labhyanta ity artha~. anya kacid o~adhijati~ somavatf somayago 'syam 
astili somavati; dhanyasamrddhau satya'!l somayaga~ karlUJ'!l sakyata ity artha~. 
aparorjayanti; urja balaJ'!l prarJ.aCe~faJ'!l VQ karotily artha~. anya jatir udojiiiJ, 
utk~fayojo '~famadhaturopaJ'!l yasyiiiJ sodojiiiJ annadvare1Ja san-radhatun po-
~ayatily artha~). Mahldhara to VS on the other hand, makes them attributes 
of herbs (6~adhfr) (see Geldner, 307). This is in accordance with the general 
context of AVS 8.7 and seems the most plausible way of understanding 
the words. It is difficult to know exactly to what asvavatf'!l refers. Literally, 
it means '[the herb] possessed of horses.' It may signify, therefore, as Sayat:ta 
toTS suggests, "that which obtains horses" (cf. Geldner, 307); or perhaps 
a better explanation is "that which has the power of horses" (see Gonda, 
389). Roth emends the word to read apjavatfm, "Des wassrige" (646) and 
Hillebrandt leaves it, as well as the other words, in ab, untranslated (107). 
Cf. AVS 8.7.6 and 27, below. 

VERSE 8 

TS 4.2.6 verse 10, MS 2.7.13 verse 10, KS 16.13 verse 8; KapS 25.4 
verse 8 and VS 12.82 read as ~V. Sayal).a to ~V glosses su~ma as "strengths" 
(balam). This is the primary meaning of the word; yet, as Roth notices, it 
also has the sense of "odor" (646). This sense may fit in this context; but 
elsewhere "power," "force," "strength," etc. is more suitable (cf. 
Renou, 155). 

VERSE 9 

In a, TS 4.2.6 verse 8 reads n{~krtir; in b, sti'!lkrti1}; in c, sar~ patatrif}i1} 
and in d, n{skrta. In b, KS 16.13 verse 12 reads: titho tva asi n{skrtih and in 
c, sar3h and stha. Similarly, MS 2.7.13 verse 7 has titha tvtim ~s·i s"a'!lkrti~, 
in band sar~ in c. On the other hand, KapS 25.4 verse 12 reads, in b: atho 
yuya'!l stha ni~krfi1}; in c, sfrifiJ ... sthana and in d, ni~krtha. VS 12.83 
follows ~V. It is clear that the words {~krtir, n{~krti1} and stiJ'!lkrti~ were 
considered to be almost synonymous (cf. Geldner, 307, and Renou, 115-
16). For the difficult word sfr~, Sayal).a to ~V glosses "those accustomed 
to flowing (or moving quickly)" (sararJas'ilifiJ); and toTS, he explains sar3h 
patatri1Ji1} as "the winged destroyers of that beginning with hunger" (sariiiJ 
k~udhadfnam apavarayitrya~ ... , cf. Mahldhara, below). Mahldhara, 
however, offers three possible explanations: They exist with fluidy drink 
and food; or they are the destroyers of [misfortunes] beginning with hunger; 
or else sfra means a plough (. . . sfrii/J saha iraya annena vartanta iti sfrii/J 
... yadva sfriiiJ k~udhadfnam apasarayitrya~. yadva sfraJ'!l hala'!l ... ). It is 
clear that Mahldhara is merely guessing. At AVS 5.5.9c, we read: sara 
patatri1Ji; 'winged stream,' as a description of the goddess Arundhafi and 
at AVS 5.5.6, she is called ni~krfi. These parallel occurrences suggest that 
the poet of this ~gvedic passage had in mind this plant-goddess and her 
various forms when he composed the verse. Based on this and the fact 
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that the majority of parallel passages from the Yajurvedic texts read sari~] 
in place of sfrif}., the more correct reading appears to be sarif}. sfrif}., as 
Geldner suggests, could therefore, be a scribal error (307). 

VERSE 10 
In b, P(O) 11.7.1 has akramu. Inc, TS 4.2.6 verse 11, KS 16.13 verse 9 

(accents wanting), MS 2.7.13 verse 11, KapS 25.4 verse 9, and P(O) read 
6~adhaya~. In d, TS has tanuviJ?l and KS, kiJ?~cit tanvo. VS 12.84 fol-
lows ~V. 

VERSE 11 
In a, TS 4.2.6 verse 6(!), KS 16.13 verse 11 and KapS 25.4 verse 11 

reverse the position of ima and ahtiJ?l. MS 2.7.13 verse 9 and VS 12.85 
follow ~V. Sayal).a to ~V understands vajtiyann to mean "making the dis-
eased one strong" ( ... TUgr}aJ?l balinaJ?l kurvan), which is followed by 
Renou (156). Hillebrandt renders: "siegreich" (168) and Geldner: "nach 
dem Siegerpreis (Gewinn) verlangend" (307). The same notion of holding 
herbs in the hand in order to cure a patient occurs at AVS 4.13.6. In d, 
Yaska at Nirukta 3.15, unfortunately, does not explain the difficult jfvagfbho. 
Sayal).a to ~V, however, glosses it as: "As because of a seizer of living 
beings beginning with birds, i.e. as because of a hunter, lives perish" (jf-
vaniJ?l sakunyadfniJ?l grahakadvyadhadyatha jfva nasyanti tadvat), but also 
offers the alternative: "just as life is taken away in the presence of death" 
(yadvi. jfvagrbho mrtyo~ sakasaj jfvo 'pahriyate tadvat). Similarly, at TS, he 
glosses it: "the seizer of beings beginning with hares"( ... jfvasya sasader 
graha7Jit . .. ). Mahldhara's explanation is that the jfvagfbh is an executioner 
and the ytik~ma is the life of a condemned man in his presence. Roth (646), 
Hillebrandt (108) and Geldner (307 n) understand it in a similar way, i.e. 
"Hilscher." The idea of cd appears to be that when the healer holds the 
herbs in his hand and, presumably, strokes or waves them over the body 
of the patient, the essential power of the demonic disease perishes, just as 
a living being's life disappears in the presence of one who takes its life, 
where the analogy is between a beast of prey and a healer (cf. verse 
13 below). 

VERSE 12 
AVS 4.9.4 has, in a, ytisyifijana prastirpasy (P 9.9.2: yasya yava; P 13.13.6: 

yasyau~adhaya~) and inc, ... badhasa (P 8.3.11: tasmad yak~mam vibadha 
tvam; P 9.9.2: tasmad vi~aJ?l vi badhasa; P 13.13.6: ttismad ytik~maJ?l v{badha-
dhvam, unaccented in 0). TS 4.2.6 verse 12 reads differently: yif} ta atasthur 
atmanaJ?l ya avivisu~ ptiru~paru~, tis te ytik~maJ?l v{ badhantam ugr6 
madhyamasfr iva, "Let those [herbs], who have ascended your self (body) 
[and] who have entered [your] every joint, drive away your ytik~ma as an 
impartial law-enforcer." KS 16.13 verse 10 (unaccented) and KapS 25.4 
verse 10 follow TS, but omit yi, in b. MS 2.7.13 verse 12 reads as TS, but 
reverses atasthur and avivisu~, in ab. VS 12.86 follows ~V. The numerous 
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occurrences of the verse suggest that it is formulaic. For d, which includes 
the difficult word madhyamaSfr, Sayat:ta to ~V explains: "Just as a king, 
having raised his strength (ugr6), being in a neutral position, drives away, 
step by step, the enemies causing trouble immediately contiguous to [him]" 
(ugra~ udgii11}abala~ . . . madhyamasthane vartamano raja yatha upadravak-
ariiJ.a~ sama'!antarasatriin pade pade vibadhate tadvat). A simil~r gloss is 
given to AVS 4.9.4, where he cites the definition of madhyamaSfr from the 
Nil:isast-ras (i.e. "arir mitram arer mitram"; cf. Geldner, 370). At TS, however, 
he understands the word slightly differently: the king who lies in [or] ad-
heres to the middle, i.e. the impartial path which conforms to the sastras 
(. . . madhyamena svakfyaparakfyapak~apatarahitena sastnyamargeiJ.a sete 
vartata iti madhyamasf~J. tadrso raja. . .). Mahldhara to VS, in his typically 
eloquent manner, derives "Sfr'' from the root sf, 'to crush' and considers 
madhyamasw as well as the pada as follows: "as one who crushes, i.e. injures 
in the middle, in the middle of the body; being in the middle, the spot of 
the vulnerable (or vital) points [of the body]. Thus as a superior k~atriya, 
bruising the vulnerable (or vital) point, with his sword raised [and] with 
his (finger protectors called) Godha and Ati.gulitra fastened on, removes 
the enemies; or else the powerful Rudra who crushes with the middle, i.e. 
the middle part of the trident, (and) removes people at the end of the age" 
(. . . madhye dehamadhye bhaval!l madhyamal!l marmabhagal!l sroati hinasti 
madhyamasi1]. . . . marmaghataka ugra utkr~to baddhagodharigulitraiJ.a ud-
gii11}asastra~ k~atriyo yatha satrul!l badhate. yadva ugro rudro madhyamena 
trisiilamadhyabhagena sriJ.atfti madhyamasi1] yatha yugante janad badhate 
... ). The native commentaries, therefore, notice a definite military or po-
litical image in the last pada, so also most translators (see especially, Roth, 
646; Hillebrandt, 108; Geldner, 307; and H. P. Schmidt, "~gvedic madhyayu 
and madhya mast;" Annals of the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute [Dia-
mond Jubilee Volume] [1977-1978], 309-17; cf. also Renou, 156). Rather 
than construing madhyamaSfr as a noun, it may be possible to render it as 
an adjective, meaning, "residing in the middle," i.e. "impartial." ugr6, 
therefore, could be a substantive, referring to a type of "policeman," who 
enforces the king's will (see Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 1: 83; and Rau, 
Staat und Gesellschaft, 114-15). The idea seems to be that as an impartial 
law-enforcer enters a dispute to put an end to it, just so the herb, ointment 
or barley enters between the disease-demon and the victim in order to 
eradicate the bodily malady. This may have been carried out ritually when 
the healer held the herb in his hand or applied the ointment, etc. (cf. verse 
11). Cf. T. Chowdhury who has suggested a clever but unconvincing der-
ivation of the word madhyamaSfr, i.e. madhyam (accusative singular) and 
aSfr (nominative singular), i.e. "as a sharp boring instrument [drives away] 
the middle part (of anything by cutting a hole)'' (JBORS, 17: 89-90). 

VERSE 13 

In b, TS 4.2.6 verse 13 has syenena, 'with the hawk' and MS 27.13 verse 
13 reads: ca~eiJ.a kikidwytf. KS 16.13 verse 13, KapS 25.4 verse 13 and VS 
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12.87 follow ~V. For ca~e1J.a and kikidlv{nti, Saya:r:ta to ~V understands two 
birds( ... atiS!ghraf!Z patata ca~akhyena pak~i1J.a saha. tatha kikidlvina pak~i1J.a 
ca saha). At TS, however, he considers syenena and kikidlv{na to be two 
diseases: syena is a disease born of pitta (bile), because of its hawk-like 
conquering nature, and kikidlv{ is a disease born of s1e~man (phlegm), be-
cause kiki is onomatopoeic for a throat obstructed by phlegm (s1e~mava
ruddhaka1J.thajanyadhvaner anukara1J.artho 'yaf!l kikisabdas tena kikina dhva-
nivise~e1J.a dlvyati vyavaharatUi rogavise~a~ kikidlvi~, sa ca sle~majanya~ 
5yenavattlvrataratvat pittajanyo roga~ syena~). Mahidhara to VS, on the other 
hand, understands kikidlv{na to be the sound made by the ca~a-bird (. . . 
kimbhiitena ca~e1J.a. kikidlvintf. kikili sabdanukara1J.am. kikili sabdena dlvyati 
kn-4atUi kikidlvis tena. ca~as tavocita~ sartha~). He, like Saya:r:ta, explains the 
two words in b, as diseases and adds for vatasya dhrajyti, the disease of the 
wind (vataroga~). Although their meanings are obscure, the context would 
suggest that ca~a and kikidlv{ most probably refer to birds: the ca~a is a 
blue jay and the kikidlv{ is closely related to it (see Meulenbeld, The Mad-
havanidana, 464). In d, for the difficult nihdkayti, Saya:r:ta to ~V glosses: 
"with the varan" (godhikayii). At TS, he does not comment upon it; Ma-
hidhara to VS defines it as "pain in all limbs" (sarvarigavedanii). Previously 
in his comment to this verse, Mahidhara equated it with "destruction, se-
rious misfortune" (nirrti~ krchrapattis). Mayrhofer notices a connection with 
the word nmara, 'snow or blizzard,' and thus offers the meaning "storm" 
or "rainshower" (Wb, 2: 170; 3: 744; cf. Geldner, 307; and Renou, 156). It 
may, like ktlhiibaha at A VS 9 .8.11, be onomatopoeic for flatulence which 
is suggested by the phrase vatasya dhrajyti, 'with the force of the wind.' 
Roth considers that the actual hymn concludes with this verse and that 
the remaining verses were added later as adornment (647). 

VERSE 14 

Inc, P 13.13.7 has o~adhayaiJ saf!Zvidana and TS 4.2.6 verse 9(!) reads: 
t31} sarva o~adhaya~ saf!Zvidantf; and in d, P(K) has idaf!Z me pra tirata vacaiJ, 
" ... must increase this my charm" (0 as Sau); and MS 2.7.13 verse 14 
has o~adhayaiJ pravata vacaf!Z me. KS 16.13 verse 14 (unaccented in b), KapS 
25.4 verse 14 and VS 12.88 follow ~V. In this verse, the coming together 
or combination of herbs seems to be implied. On the repetition of the root 
av, see Renou, 156. 

VERSE 15 

cd is repeated unchanged at AVS 6.96.1cd and at P 13.13.9 (0: 11.7.5, 
6). In b, KS 16.13 verse 16 reads: akos31} kos{nls ca y31}, "which are sheathless 
and which have a sheath." Similarly, MS 2.7.13 verse 15 has akosa . .. 
kos{nU}. TS 4.2.6 verse 15 and VS 12.89 follow ~V. KapS omits the verse. 
Roth considers this verse to be the words of the sick man and his family 
(647). bfhaspatiprasiitas implies that the power of the herbs are increased 
by the words of the poet-healer. Cf. also verse 3 above. 
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VERSE 16 

This verse occurs unaltered at AVS 6.96.2. A close variant of cd is found 
at AVS 8.7.28, which has v{svasmad, in d. TS, KS, MS and KapS omit the 
verse; and VS 12.90 follows ~V. In a, Saya:r;ta to ~V understands 
sapathyad as "the evil produced by a curse" (. . . sapathasa'!ljatad enasa~ 
... ; cf. to AVS 6.96.2: ... sapathajanitad brahmarJakrosajat papad ... ) 
and varurJyad as "[evil] caused by Varu:r;ta" [ ... varurJaSa'!'bhavat ... ; 
cf. to AVS: . . . varu1Jak1:tad anrtavadanadijanitat papad . . . , "the evil 
born from speaking lies (and) caused by Varu:r;ta"]. Thieme, however, ren-
ders ab slightly differently: "May they (the plants used in a particular spell) 
free me of the shackle [that was put upon me] by an oath (saptitha), and 
also of the shackle [that was put upon me] by a true speech (like a vow, 
etc.) [or, by God True-Speech] ... ," commenting "the side by side of 
'oath' and 'Varu:r;ta' shows them to be related, but not identical" (Mitra and 
Aryaman, 63-64). He is quite correct in understanding that it is from the 
harmful bodily effects of the "oath" or "vow" and from those imposed by 
Varu:r;ta that the herbs are requested to release the victim (cf. Geldner, 307). 
In other words, it refers, therefore, to bodily damage connected with the 
two punishing gods Yama and Varu:r;ta and with the infringement of the 
cosmic order according to the "oath" (saptitha) of the gods. Rather than 
"an evil committed by the gods" (Saya:r;ta to ~V and AVS: devai~ krtat 
papan), devakilbi~at refers to the "sin committed against the gods" (cf. 
Geldner, 307). This is the last verse of the hymn rendered by Hillebrandt 
(108). Roth, as in the previous verse, considers this one to be the words of 
the victim and his family (647). 

VERSE 17 

This entire verse is found unchanged at P 13.13.8. cd occurs at AVS 
6.109 .2cd, where the Arundhafi-related pippalz-plants are specified as hav-
ing spoken the words. Forb, KS 16.13 verse 15 reads: divo antebhya~ pari 
(?)(unaccented in middle of ab) and KapS 25.4 verse 15 follow this (note: 
there is an apparent misprint in a, i.e. avapatantfr should be read for apa-
vatantfr). TS 4.2.6 verse 17, MS 2.7.13 verse 16 and VS 12.91 follow ~V, 
except MS has asntivamahe, in c. 

VERSE 18 

ab occurs at P 13.13.9. TS 4.2.6 verse 16 reads differently: yilf} 6~adhaya~ 
s6marajfii1] prtivi~fal} prfhivfm tinu, tasa'!l tvtim asy uttama prti 1JO jfvatave 
suva, "You are the choicest of those herbs whose king is Soma [and) who 
have entered the earth; [therefore,] urge us to long life." KS, MS and KapS 
omit this verse, and VS 12.92 follows ~V. Saya:r;ta to ~V glosses the difficult 
sattivicak~a1}i1} as "having many appearances" (bahudarsana . .. ), which 
is similar to Renou's contention that it is a superlative form of the adjective 
vicak~a1}ti and a common epithet of Soma (156). Mahidhara suggests that 
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it means the herbs who are "clever or [those] who have many strengths or 
yet [those] of whom there are a hundred praises" ( ... satamasa1!lkhya1!1 
vicak~atJtis catural} bahuvfryti vti sata'!l vicak~a1JaJ} stottiro ytistim iti vti. . . ; 
cf. Geldner, 308). The compound word appears to point to the herb's char-
acterization of being multi-skilled, that is to say, its ability to perform func-
tions other than healing (verses 2, 4, above). Cf. AVS 5.4.9 and 19.39.4, 
where the Soma related ku~tha plant is known as the "choicest" (uttama, 
masculine!) among the herbs. 

VERSE 19 

TS 4.2.6 verse 16 has ab only (see verse 18 n above). KS, MS and KapS 
omit this verse; and VS 12.93 follows ~V. Inc, Sayat;~.a to ~V understands 
asya{ to refer to "the body of the diseased man" (rugtJatanve). Mahidhara, 
on the other hand, glosses it: "the herb held by me"( ... o~adhyai mad-
grhittiyai . .. ). Either interpretation can be correct. Since the most obvious 
feminine noun is, however, 6~adhi, the subject of the entire hymn, Ma-
hidhara's explanation is perhaps more likely to be correct (cf. verse 21, 
below, Roth, 647 and Geldner, 647). Cf. verse 15 n above. 

VERSE 20 

TS 4.2.6 verse 19 and VS 12.95 follow ~V. KS, MS and KapS omit the 
verse. In a, Sayat;~.a to ~V understands that the uprooter should not harm 
the herbs (he o~adhaya~ . . . yu~mtin . . . mti hi'!lsytit. . . . bhiime~ khana-
nakartti). At TS, however, he interprets it along the lines of our rendering: 
"0 herbs, do not let your uprooter, i.e. the performer of the digging in 
order to seize your root for the sake of healing, perish" (he o~adhayo vo 
yu~mtika'!l khanitti cikitstiyai yu~madfya'!l miila'!l grahitu'!l khananasya kartti 
mti ri~an mti vinasyatu). Mahidhara follows this explanation almost word 
for word. At VS 12.100 a very similar idea is expressed (see note to verse 
23, below). The herbs, being powerful beings in their own right, must be 
placated for the pain and insult caused to them by their uprooting. This 
suggests, perhaps, a development of sentiments tending towards ahi'!lsti-
the poet-healer is conscious of the harm he may cause to the herbs. Note 
also that the entire herb, including the root, seems to have been used. 

VERSE 21 

In cd, TS 4.2.6 verse 18 reads: iha sa'!lgtitya till} sarvti asma{ sti'!l datta 
bhe~ajam, "Let all those [herbs], having assembled here, bestow medicine 
on him (i.e. the patient)." KS 16.13 verse 17 has ab of ~Vonly and completes 
the verse with cd of verse 16 (see verse 15 n, above). MS and KapS omit 
the verse; and VS 12.94 follows ~V (note the reversal of verses 94, 95). At 
verse 19, Sayat;~.a to ~V understands asya{ to refer to "the body of the sick 
man" (rugtJatanve); but toTS, he glosses asmai as "the sacrificer" (yajamtin-
tiya). Mahidhara glosses asyai as "to the herb" (o~adhyaz) which is followed 
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by Geldner (303). It is likely that asyai (feminine) refers to the herb (6~adhz) 
as the contrasting use of the masculine asma{ at TS would confirm (cf. verse 
19 n, above). Mahidhara to VS seem to have captured the sense of ab in 
his comments: "herbs, standing near, who hear this my speech having the 
form of a request, and others who are fixed in the distance [and] being 
separated, hear only a little [of it]" (yii o~adhaya ida'!l madvacana'!l priir-
thaniiriipam upa samfpasthiil] SrtJvanti yiis ciinyiil] diira'!l pariigatiil] diire vya-
vasthitii vyavahitiil] satya~ f~at SrtJVanti ... ). 

VERSE 22 

In c, TS 4.2.6 verse 20 has kar6ti; KS, MS and KapS omit the verse; and 
VS 12.96 follows ~V. In c, Siiya:r:ta to ~V considers briihmaiJtiS to be "the 
Briihma:r:ta-physician who knows the efficacy of the herbs [and who] prac-
tices medicine" (. . . o~adhisiimarthyajflo briihmaiJO vaidya~ . . . karoti cik-
itsii'!l ... ); while at TS, he specifies him as the Briihma:r:ta who practices 
medicine with our roots, etc. (. . . cikitsiim asmadfyamiiliidinii briihma1J.a~ 
karoti . .. ). Mahidhara follows closely the commentary of TS. Rather than 
being only a member of the priestly class, the briihmaiJas may also refer to 
one whose special craft is brahman, supernatural utterance, spell (cf. the 
notion of v{pra, kav{ and bhi~aj at verse 6 n above). 

VERSE 23 

This verse occurs unchanged at AVS 6.15.1; it is omitted by TS, KS, MS 
and KapS; while, it is found unaltered at VS 12.101. Between VS 12.96 
(=~V 10.97.22) and 12.101, there are four additional verses, which read 
as follows: 

12.97: niisayitrfbalasasyarsasa upadtiim asi, atho satasya yak~mii1Jii1!1 piikii-
r6r asi nasanf, "You [,0 herb,] are the destroyer of balasa, of he-
morrhoids [and] of [those] heaped up (upadt). Moreover, you are 
the destroyer of the hundred yak~mas [and] of the piikiiru-disease." 
Mahidhara glosses upadtiim as "accumulating, i.e. they make the 
body swell"( ... upacinvanti san-ra'!l vardhayantily upacil:a~ ... ). 
Griffith renders: "tumors" (The White Yajurveda, 133, verse 98). 
Cf. the notion of apadt (82-86, above), of which upadt appears 
to be a variant. For the obscure piikiir6r, Mahidhara understands: 
"that beginning with the inflammation of the mouth and with sores. 
piika is inflammation of the mouth, aru is called sore; therefore, 
piikiiru is sore by inflammation; or else, piikii is the digestion of 
food, aru is pain, thus, a state of weak digestion" ( ... piikiiro~ 
mukhapiikak~atiides ca . . . piiko mukhapiika~ aru~ k~atam ucyate. 
piikeniiru~ piikiirus tasya. yadvii piiko 'nnapiikas tasyiirurvyathii man-
diignitva'!l . . . ; so also Uvata). Griffith leaves the word untrans-
lated (ibid.); but, following Mahidhara, suggests that it may be 
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"dyspepsia; or some disease of the mouth, abcesses or gum-boil" 
(ibid. 130 n). It is difficult to know exactly to what piikiini refers. 
In the context with the other afflictions, however, a type of swelling 
or boil may not be out of the question. It is interesting to note the 
distinctive Atharvavedic quality of the verse in respect to the dis-
ease-terms. 

12.98: tvarr gandharva akhanarrs tvam {ndras tvarr bfhasptiti~, tvam o~adhe 
s6mo rajii vidvan ytik~miid amucyata, "The Gandharvas uprooted 
you; Indra [uprooted] you; Brhaspati [uprooted] you. Soma, the 
wise king, freed you, 0 herb, from ytik~ma." Following the com-
mentaries, cd may be rendered, "Soma, the king, knowing you 
(i.e. using you, Mahidh.), 0 herb, was released from ytik~ma (Mah-
idh.: . . . yak~miid . . . mukto 'bhavat)." Such an interpretation 
seems quite odd, as does the last line. 

12.99: stihasva me tiriitU} stihasva prtaniiyatti~, stihasva stirvarr piipmanarr 
stihamiiniisy o~adhe, "Vanquish my enemies; vanquish [those] who 
do battle [with me]; vanquish every evil. [For] you, 0 herb, are 
the vanquishing one." The vanquishing one (stihamiinii) suggests 
a herb related to the plant-goddess Arundhafi (see in particular 
AVS 8.2.6 and 8.7.5-6). 

12.100: dfrghayus ta o~ad~e khanitaytismai ca tviikhtiniimy ahtim, titho tvtirr 
dfrghiiyur bhiitvii sattivalsii v{rohatiit, "0 herb your uprooter [is] 
long-lived, and [he] for whom I uproot you [is long-lived]. Likewise, 
you, being long-lived, should grow up with a hundred shoots." 

One of the most striking aspects exhibited by these extra verses is a use of 
and reference to Atharvavedic terminology. This shows that they are prob-
ably later additions. 

Notes to A VS 8.7 

Most translators consider AVS 8.7 to be a hymn addressed to medicinal 
plants.152 At the introduction to the Sanskrit text, there is a prescription 
stating that it should be used "in a rite for the healing of all diseases be-
ginning with yak~ma"153 at KausS 26.40, and that it should be used along 
with 5.2,3 in a Sautrama:Q.i"-rite at VaitS 30.6;154 and at KausS 26.33, it 
occurs in a list of hymns entitled ga7Jakarmiiga7Ja (cf. AthParis 34.24). 

152 Ludwig: "Preis der Krauter (Praise of herbs)," Der Rigveda, 3: 504; Henry: "Hymne aux 
Plantes (curatives)," Le livre, VIII, 20, 58; see also La magie, 56; Griffith: "The hymn, which 
extols the excellence of medicinal herbs, is an incantation designed to restore a sick man to 
health," Hymns of the Atharvaveda, 1: 480; Bloomfield: "Hymn to all magic and medicinal 
plants, used as a universal remedy," Hymns, 41, 578; and Whitney-Lanman: "To the plants 
for someone's restoration to health," Atharva-veda-samhittl, Pt. 2, 498. 

153 yak~miidisarvavyiidhibhai~ajye karmat}i; cf. Ke8ava·: sarvavyiidhibhai~jyatr~ . ... 
154 tathii sautriimat}fyiige; see also Henry, Le livre, VIII, 58; Bloomfield, Hymns, 578; and 

Whitney-Lanman, Pt. 2, 498. 
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VERSE 1 

P 16.12.1 reads as Sau. On the brown herb (babhru), cf. ~V 10.97.1. 
Again the colors (except perhaps dark blue) seem to imply dried herbs. 

VERSE 2 

cd is found at AVS 3.23.6ab. At cd of that verse, the herbs are called 
divine and are requested to give a son (tas tvii putrav{dyiiya da{vi1J 
pravantv 6~adhaya~). In b, P(K) 16.12.2 reads devahitiid, 'divinely imposed,' 
perhaps in the sense of "inflicted by the gods," manuscript 'P' appears to 
follow Sau. Note that ytik~ma is here expressly mentioned as being sent by 
the gods. 

VERSE 3 

P 16.12.3 reads as Sau. Barret, however, understands this verse as one 
line and adds to it the first line of 8.7.4 (AOS, 9: 14). The first line, as 
Whitney-Lanman notice, is fragmented (449), and therefore any rendering 
of it is purely conjectural. Henry renders: "Les Eaux [sont] 1' origine, celestes 
[sont] les Plantes: . . ." (20); Griffith: "The waters are the best, and heavenly 
Plant ... " (408); Bloomfield: "The waters and the heavenly plants are 
foremost; ... " (41); and Whitney-Lanman: "Waters [were] the beginning, 
heavenly herbs: ... " (499). The principal medicine against ytik~ma, as we 
have noticed, was the plant or herb. In the beginning, however, the waters 
may have performed the same function that the plants did later (cf. espe-
cially ~V 10.129, where the idea that everything began as water is found). 
Here the ytik~ma is stated as being caused by sin (enasydm). 

VERSE 4 

In a, P 16.12.4 has ekasrrigiil], 'single-homed,' i.e. 'single-spiked' (Raghu 
Vira as Sau); and in b, K manuscript has pradhanvatlr, 'flowing forth'; but 
manuscript 'P' reads as Sau (so also Raghu Vira). Barret understands line 
two to be one verse (4) and breaks: vaisvadevi1Jjugriil] (AOS, 9: 14). In c, 
v{siikhii, 'branched,' may, as Whitney-Lanman suggest, also mean 
"branchless" (499). Henry (57-58) and Bloomfield after him (579) under-
stand the descriptions to be mere ornate epithets rather than an attempt 
at the classification of plants. Nevertheless, one cannot help but notice a 
sense of distinguishing plants by their gross anatomical structure, which 
shows an early phase of the Indian passion for classifying everything (cf. 
also verses 9, 27, andRV 10.97.1-3). On this basis, the herbs are as follows: 
prastroatf appears to b~ a small plant with spreading roots from which new 
plants emerge (i.e. a rhizome), contrasted with the stamb{ni; plants clumped 
together (i.e. like some grasses); the elcasurigii or better P's ekasrfigii (cf. also 
verse 9, below) suggest plants with a single ear or spathe of flowers and 
seeds, contrasted with the pratanvatf(K: pradhanvati), bushy plants spread-
ing widely. The vlrlidh ('plants') are known to be: af!~Sumtiti; fibrous plants; 
kiitJq{ni; segmented plants and v{siikhii, branched (branchless) plants. 
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VERSE 5 

In a, K 16.12.5 omits stihaiJ; in d, it reads: muiicantv o~adhi1J and omits 
e. The verse implies that the healer is preparing (Henry: applying, 20) a 
medicine which contains the herbs, while reciting this incantation. 

VERSE 6 

In c, Roth-Whitney read pu~ya7!1. abd are found at AVS 8.2.6 abd. For 
ab, K 16.12.6 reads: jfvaltfl!l naghtfri~tfl!l jfvantfm uta, which suggests that 
these are epithets of Arundhafi; in c, it has pu~ptfm (Bar: pu~ytfm, in agree-
ment with Roth-Whitney) and omits asma ari~ttittftaye. It is difficult to know 
exactly to what the words in the first line refer. They appear to be epithets 
of Arundhafi, the healing plant-goddess. 

VERSE 7 

K 16.12.7 reads as Sau. ab may also be rendered: "Let the companions, 
mindful of my charm, come here." This would imply that the companions, 
i.e. the herbs, should heed the spell of the healer (cf. verse 19). It does, 
however, pose some problems: in order to construe it in this manner, a 
violation of the normal ptfda-break would have to occur. 

VERSE 8 

Inc, K 16.12.8 has sahasradhtfmnfr (cf. RV. 10.97.1). ptfda a is somewhat 
obscure. Henry suggests that the nourishment of Agni may be the wood 
which bums and that the embryo could be the daughters of the waters, 
since the waters cause plants to grow (57 and notes). It may, however, 
refer to a fixed, water-dwelling plant which, when extracted from its habitat 
to be used as medicine, is found to grow back again (cf. verse 9 n). 

VERSE 9 

K 16.12.9 reads as Sau. The tivaktfis an aquatic plant which Bloomfield 
has noticed to be particularly associated with water and destructive of fire 
(AJPh, 11: 349-50). At AVS 4.37.8, the Gandharvas are said to eat it. The 
sharp-homed herbs (cf. verse 4, above, especially, P 16.12.4), therefore, 
appear to be water- or marsh-dwelling plants which are surrounded or 
enveloped by the aquatic tivaktf and which have a characteristic spike at 
the top. Note the description of the plants both by gross morphology and 
by habitat. 

VERSE 10 

In c, K 16.12.10 includes rak~ontfsani1J, 'rak~as-destroying,' between 
balasanasani1J and krtyadu~aiJ.fs. Most translators consider vivaruiJ.tf, in a, to 
be a reference to the disease dropsy which Varul).a is said to have sent as 
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punishment (see Henry, 21; Griffith, 409; Bloomfield, 42; and Whitney-
Lanman, 499; cf. also ~V 10.97.16). 

VERSE 11 

P begins a new hymn with this verse. K 16.13.1 reads differently: s{viis 
te santv o~adhlr apakrutil] sahlyaslr vlrudho yii abhi~tuttil], apiif!l sarasvatl 
jye~thii triiyantiim asmiikaf!l giim asvaf!~ puru~af!l pasum, "Let the herbs be 
auspicious for you; let the very powerful plants who have been brought 
[and] who are extolled, save our cow, horse, man [and] draught-ox. Sarasvafi 
[is] the most excellent of waters." (A variant of Pais found at AVS 8.2.15a. 
The mention of Sarasvafi and the waters points to the additional use of 
water, perhaps from the sacred river Sarasvafi, in the healing rite.) This 
verse suggests that plants were fetched from a distance and were perhaps 
purchased. Bloomfield points out that the word grama, 'clan' or 'village,' 
in c, is usually the proper scene of the Atharvavedic ritualistic performances 
(579-80). 

VERSE 12 

K 16.13.2 reads balena(?) at the end of the first line and concludes the 
second line with: . . . madho~ saf!lbhiitii amrtasya bhak~o ghrtamad duhrate 
gopurogavam, ". . . [they], composed of honey, [are] the drink of immortality 
[and] yield [food] which possesses ghee [and] which has cow's milk as [its] 
principal [ingredient]." There is some controversy over the exact meaning 
of gopurogavam in the last piida. Henry, considering that it refers to the 
food (tinnaf!~), renders: "la nourriture a laquelle preside la vache" (21, 59; 
cf. at La magie: "tousles dons nourriciers de vache," 57). Griffith follows 
Henry ( 409). Bloomfield understands it to be an expression similar to gav-
iidi and translates: "and cattle chief of all" (42, 580). Whitney-Lanman 
construe it literally: "with milk (go) as chief (purogavti)" (500). The basic 
meaning of the word appears to be "that having the cow (go) as leader 
(purogava)." In the context of other food products, however, the sense of 
go may well be, as Whitney-Lanman suggest, "milk." The entire compound, 
therefore, could refer to a food (anna) which has cow's milk as its chief 
ingredient; cf. P which seems to imply that the food had both ghee and 
milk as ingredients. 

VERSE 13 
In c, P 16.13.3 has nas, 'us' in place of mii. The Sau implies that the 

patient is speaking, while the P keeps the speaker as the healer. In d, we 
may also render: "from the distress of death"; yet tlf!lhas usually 
stands alone. 

VERSE 14 

In a, P 16.13.4 reads as Sau. The exact meaning of tigerish or 'derived 
from a tiger' as applied to an amulet of plants is uncertain. It could refer 
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to an amulet by which plants are covered with a tiger skin (MWSED, s.v.) 
or one which possessed the power of a tiger (Griffith, 410). It may, on the 
other hand, refer to a tiger's claw which is today a very auspicious piece 
of jewelry worn by people in India. It is possible, therefore, that a tiger-
claw amulet or talisman was associated with the plants and worn to ward 
off the attacks of the harmful demons. 

VERSE 15 

In a, P(K) 16.13.5 reads o~adhfnam for stirr vijante; and d, based on manu-
script 'P,' reads as Sau (K: janabhyo?). At AVS 8.5.9, two witchcrafts 
(kr:tya and svaytirrkr:ta) are implored to go away across ninety navigable 
streams; likewise at AVS 10.1.16, witchcraft (kr:ty3, verse 15) is requested 
to go beyond ninety streams difficult to navigate. The implication in this 
verse is that both the ytik~mas who enter the kine and those who possess 
men are sent away by the plants to navigable rivers to be carried further 
away by those streams. The disease-demons are, therefore, sent as far 
away as possible. 

VERSE 16 

K 16.13.6 reads as Sau. In a, mumucan3, may, as Henry (21) and Bloom-
field (43, 480) suggest, be rendered actively. Griffith (410) and Whitney-
Lanman (500) construe it passively: "The plants have become freed." 
Whitney-Lanman notice that the vocatives mumucana o~adhayo would be 
much preferred (500; cf. Henry who reads as such for 6~adhayo, 21, 60). 
The passive rendering is, however, grammatically more correct (cf. VS 12.98 
to ~V 10.97.23 n, 248, above). Bloomfield suggests, perhaps quite rightly, 
that Agni Vaisvanara may represent the funeral fire (580). In this way, the 
first line may be understood as referring to the preservation of plants from 
the fire. 

VERSE 17 

In c, K 16.13.8 (Barret), 9 (Raghu Vira), begins: vfrudho visvabhe~ajfs, 
"the plants, the medicines for all [diseases]." Henry (57) and Bloomfield 
(580, 624) suggest that arigirasf, in this instance, probably does not have 
the negative connotation of "pertaining to witchcraft" (abhicarika). While 
it is clear that these herbs are beneficial to man, it does not mean that any 
plants acquired from the so-called malicious Ailgiras are always harmful. 
Being experts in sorcery, it is very likely that the Angiras had a rich store 
of herbs and the knowledge of their uses. Many of them could just as well 
have been used for beneficial ends. arigirasf, therefore, in this context does 
not need to be considered in any way different from that by which it is 
normally understood. It merely refers to the source of the herbs, not to 
their quality (cf. verse 24, below). In b, the contrast between ptirvate~u and 
sane~u suggests that a trade in the magico-medical herbs had already begun. 
Both the local flora and the material brought from afar were employed. 
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VERSE 18 

P 16.13.7 reads as Sau (cf. verse 19 n). The healer appears to be speaking 
of four categories, all controlled by the relative pronouns of which the 
correlative is in verse 19: 1. those plants whom the healer knows; 2. those 
he is looking at; 3. those unknown but heard of by the healer; and 4. those 
from (in) whom he knows what has been compounded together, i.e. he 
knows the herbs who have gone into a herbal mixture. Here, the locative 
seems to have more of an ablative meaning. 

VERSE 19 

K 16.13.8ab (Raghu Vira) reads as Sau. Barret, however, includes ab as 
part of verse 18 (i.e. P 16.13.7), which is quite appropriate, for verses 18, 
19 logically follow one another. cd occurs above as verse 7cd. 

VERSE 20 

P 16.13.9 (Barret), 10 (Raghu Vira), reads as Sau (ab are obscure in 
manuscript 'P'). All the plants and plant products mentioned in this verse 
are quite auspicious. It is, therefore, natural for them to be included in the 
healing ritual and for homage to be paid to them. On the tisvatthti, see ~V 
10.97.5. Note the contrast in size between the great tisvatthti and the lowly 
darbhti-grass: the poet-healer was not influenced by their size. In b, Bloom-
field has construed amftal!l havt'l] as two separate elements (43). It seems 
more appropriate to understand them as one, i.e. "the immortal oblation" 
(Whitney-Lanman, 500) or "libation d'ambroisie" (Henry, 22; also La magie, 
57-58}. It is significant that rice and barley (vrih{, ytiva), two important 
healing-plants in later Indian medicine, are here mentioned as medicines 
(bhe~ajti). Likewise it is important to notice that both are mentioned as 
equals. In the ]!.gveda only ytiva, 'barley' occurs. At AVS 8.2.18, we notice 
that rice and barley are requested to be auspicious to the patient, to be 
devoid of balasa and to be non-pain-causing; they are also said to have 
expelled ytik~ma and to have released one from distress (sivau te stal!l 
vnniyavav abalasav adomadhau, etau ytik~mal!l vi badhete ettiu muflcato 
til!lhasa~). 

VERSE 21 

P 16.13.10 (Barret), 11 (Raghu Vira), reads as Sau (cd obscure in manu-
script 'P'). pfsnimatr is generally considered to be the Maruts (see ~V 
1.23.10, 38.4, 85.2, 89.7; 5.57.2, 3, 59, 6; 8.7.3, 17; 9.34.5 and AVS 5.21.14). 
It may, here, however, be taken to refer to the herbs who, in this verse are 
looked upon as children of the clouds, fertilized by Parjanya. On Parjanya, 
cf. AVS 1.2, 3; at ~V 5.83.4d, he is said to p~omote [~owth on] the earth 
with his flow of semen (ytit parjtinya~ prthivfl!l retasavati). 



TEXTUAL ANNOTATIONS 255 

VERSE 22 

P begins a new hymn with this verse. In b, K 16.14.1 has phalayamasi 
"we cause . . . to burst forth with [the power of the nectar]"(?), presumably, 
after he has drunk it. In this verse, it appears that the patient is given a 
powerful substance to drink, after which the healer prepares another med-
icine to ensure his long life. In this way, he is given one medicine to dispel 
the disease and another to promote his life (cf. verse 5, above). 

VERSE 23 

K 16.14.2 has a slightly better reading for cd: gandharvas sarpa ya vidus 
ta iha yantv o~adhl1J, "Let those herbs, whom the Gandharvas and the 
snakes know, come here" (d occurs at AVS 8.7.10e and P[K] 16.12.10e). 
At A VS 2.27.2ab and 5.14.1ab, it is said that the eagle discovered an aus-
picious plant (cf. 1.24.1) whom the swine (siikard) uprooted with its snout 
(cf. Griffith, 411). It is also interesting to find the mongoose in a favorable 
relationship with the snake, for they are usually dire enemies (see A VS 
6.139.5; cf. VS 24.26, 32, TS 5.5.12, 21). As Bloomfield suggests, however, 
the snakes could be considered as mythical rather than as poisonous and 
harmful creatures (580; cf. 540). Their association with the Gandharvas in 
this passage would support such an interpretation. 

VERSE 24 

In b, K 16.14.3 has the manuscript reading vagha~o (Raghu Vira as Sau) 
for raghd~o. vagha~o may be related to vdgha which, at A VS 6.50.3 and 
9.2.22, seems to refer to sharp-toothed, noxious animals which eat grain 
(see also Macdonell-Keith, Vedic Index, 2: 237). For the obscure raghd~o, 
the PW suggests the emendation raghdvas which, from the root ranh, 'to 
hasten,' may mean 'fleet' and, in the context with eagles and other birds, 
could refer to falcons or hawks (see Griffith, 411; Henry, 22, 60; Bloomfield, 
43-44, 580-81; and Whitney-Lanman, 501). It may, however, be related 
to the word rdgha which, at TA 1.1.3; 21.2, seems to mean 'evil,' 'malicious' 
(see Mayrhofer, Wb, 3: 31). It would appear that it refers, like the eagle, 
to some type of bird of prey. In e, the word mrga may have the meaning 
'bird' (cf. Avestan, mar•ya and ibid., 2: 669-70), for the entire verse refers 
to such animals, while the next verse speaks of the four-footed beasts. In 
this case, mrga may be qualified by patatr{IJ.a~ in d. As Bloomfield notices, 
it appears that the poet has in mind the keen sight of certain birds of prey, 
which allows them to spot and identify, from great heights, certain objects 
(580-81; cf. also ~V 10.97.13). 

VERSE 25 

For cd, K 16.14.4 reads as verse 26cd. 
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VERSE 26 

For cd, K 16.14.5 reads: tiivatfs tubhyam iibhrtiis sarma yacchantv o~adhi1}, 
which is almost identical with verse 25cd. The meaning of both this and 
the previous verse is altered only slightly, if at all, by the transposition of 
cd in the K; the present tense, tlbhariimi, however, is preferred over the 
past passive tense of tfbhrtiiiJ. Again, as in verse 18, the healer's knowledge 
of the correct medicine is expressed. 

VERSE 27 

K 16.14.6 reads as Sau. Cf. also ~V 10.97.3b, 15ab. Inc, there is some 
controversy surrounding the exact meaning of saf!'l miittira. Henry accents 
Stlf!'l and thus makes it a verbal prefix: "toutes, qu'elles se laissent traire 
comme des meres . . ." (23, 60; La magie, 58). Bloomfield reads the text 
as printed, but understands the plants to be similar to calves who suck 
from the same mother: "as if from the same mother they shall suck sap" 
(44, 581). Whitney-Lanman consider that the root duh has rather the sense 
of "to yield milk" and that saf!'l miittira refers to the plants: "like joint 
mothers, let them milk ... " (501). It is likely, therefore, that it refers to 
the various plants mentioned in ab, who have, as it were, a common mother, 
perhaps the earth (prthivf, cf. verse 2; see also Macdonell, Vedic Mythology, 
88) and who yield a white sap similar to milk (cf. verse 17 where sappy 
plants are mentioned). In this way, the association between milking and 
the mother is symbolical. 

VERSE 28 

cd occurs at AVS 6.96.2cd; 7.112(117).2cd and ~V 10.97.16cd with the 
variant stirvasmiid for v{svasmiid (cf. notes to ~V 10.97.16). In b, K 16.14.7 
has u[t] tvii for a tho; and for cd, it reads: u[t] tvii yamasya pa4blsiid, o~adhibhir 
aplparam, "with the herbs, I have transported you over Yama's foot-fetter." 
In ab, the word salti, compounded with the cardinal numbers ptiflcan and 
dtisan, is obscure. It can mean 'a measure of distance' (MWSED, s.v.); or it 
may be etymologically connected with sara and mean 'reed,' 'arrow,' 'staff' 
(Mayrhofer, Wb, 3: 313-14, and 306). Ludwig (505) and Griffith (412) 
render it in the latter sense, while Henry (23) and Bloomfield (44, 581-82) 
understand it in the former sense and render: "from a depth of five fathoms, 
from a depth of ten fathoms." Whitney-Lanman leave the word untrans-
lated (501). Both definitions are vague in this context; and, as Whitney-
Lanman notice, the notion of distance or depth is almost senseless (ibid.). 
Perhaps it is some obscure reference to a disease sent by Rudra through 
his arrows (cf. AVS 6.57; 6.90) or to gigantic demons. 



APPENDIX I 

Sanskrit Names of Plants with Botanical 
Equivalents 

Introduction 

One of the most difficult problems facing scholars of Indian medicine 
is the correct identification of the flora mentioned in the medical 
and non-medical literature of ancient India. 

The plants listed in this appendix, therefore, represent the most likely 
equivalents, based on an examination of numerous nighaiJtus, books of 
Indian materia medica, and researches into ancient Indian pharmaceutics. 

Given in Sanskrit alphabetical order, the appendix provides a glossary 
of all the plants previously mentioned in this work with their probable 
botanical appellations. I have, where possible, endeavored to supply sig-
nificant synonyms. It is hoped that this practice may allow individual terms 
to be checked in other sources thereby providing further synonyms. For 
the botanical names, I have followed Meulenbeld, whose excellent Ap-
pendix Four in The Madhavanidana and its chief commentary (Leiden, 197 4), 
520-611, has spared me the laborious task of consulting the Index Kewensis 
and the International Code in order to obtain the currently accepted Linnaean 
nomenclature. I have also included the common English name of the par-
ticular plant when it was available. 

ak~a (= vibhitaka): Terminalia bellerica Roxb; beleric myrobalans. 
apamarga (= sikharl): Achyranthes aspera Linn = A. heptapetalum Roxb; 

rough-chaff tree, prickly-chaff flower. 
aralu: see under jangida. 
ari~ta (= nimba): Melia azadirachta Linn = Azadirachta indica A. Juss; nim, 

margosa tree, Indian lilac. 
arundhati[ = sahadevf(comm. to AVS 4.12.2) = sahii = balaJ: Sida cordifolia 

Linn; country mallow or (= sahadevf = mahiisaha = mahiibalii): Sida 
rhombifolia Linn; or ( = sahadevf = saha = atibalii): Abu til on indicum Linn 
& Sw; Indian mallow; or ( = sahadevf): Vernonia cinerea, Less; fleabane. 

arjuna (= kakubha): Terminalia arjuna Bedd, W & A; arjuna, (white) myroba-
lan. 

aliika(= bhrgaka = bhrfigaraja(comm. to KausS 31.28)]: Eclipta alba (Linn) 
Hassk. 

avaka (= saivQla): Vallisneria spiralis Linn = Blyxa octandra Rich; grassy 
plant growing in marshlands, moss. 
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asvattha (= pippala = bodhi): Ficus religiosa Linn = Urostigma religiosum 
Gasp; sacred fig, pipal tree. 

asiknl[= nilf(comm. to AVS 1.23.1) = nila = nilikii = nilinf]: Indigofera 
tinctoria Linn; true indigo, dyer's indigo. 

iimalaka (= iimalaki = dhiitrf): Phyllanthus emblica Linn= Emblica officinalis 
Gaertn; emblic myrobalan, Indian gooseberry. 

iila [= godhiima (comm. to KausS 25.18) = yavanaka = sumana]: Triticum 
vujgare Linn = T. sativum Lam; wheat. 

iisurt (= riijikii = riijasar~apa): Brassica juncea Coss = Sinapis juncea Linn; 
common Indian or brown mustard. 

udumbtira ( = k~frf = hemadugdha = k~fradru = k~fravrk~a): Ficus racemosa 
Wall & Linn = F. Glomerata Roxb; cluster-fig, gular fig, country fig. 

urviiru [ = erviiru(ka) = karkatf]: Cucumis melo Linn var. momordica Duthie 
et Fuller = C. momordica Roxb; also C. melo Linn var. utilissimus Duthie 
et Fuller = C. utilissimus Roxb. There is confusion over the exact iden-
tification: for C. momordica, KaiNi (101) gives cirbhita, etc. and Nadk (1: 
403) offers erviiru, etc.; for C. utilissimus, KaiNi (99) gives erviiru and 
Nadk (1: 406) offers karkati; for C. melo, Nadk (1: 402-403) gives kaliriga, 
etc.; sweet or musk melon. 

usfra (= vfra = vfraiJa = abhaya = sevya): Vetiveria zizanioides (Linn) Nash 
= Andropogon muricatus Retz; "khas-khas" grass. 

6~adhi [ = haridrii (comm. to AVS 1.23.1)]: Curcuma longa Roxb; turmeric, 
saffron. It is generally a term for medicinal herbs or simples. 

kapivallf( = kapivallikii = gajapippalf): Scindapsus officinal is Schott = Pathos 
officinalis Roxb. 

karfra ( = karfraka = tik~IJasiira = giiqhapatra): Capparis aphylla Roth = Cap-
paris sodada R. Br = C. decidua Edgew = Sodada decidua Forsk; caper 
plant, caper berry. 

ku~tha (= kapiila): Saussurea lappa C. B. Clarke = Aplotaxis lappa Decne 
= A. auriculata D.C. 

kf~IJii[= indraviiruiJf(comm. to AVS 1.23.1)]: Citrullus colocynthis Schrad 
= Cucumis coloynthis Linn; Indian wild bitter gourd, bitter apple, bitter 
cucumber; or (= pippalf: s.v.); or it is equivalent to a variety of plants, 
see Meulenbeld, Miidhavanidiina, 545-46. 

khadira (= giiyatrf = ku~thaghna): Acacia catechu Willd = Mimosa catechu 
Linn; catechu, black catechu. 

khalva [= kt:~1J.aCa1Jaka (comm. to AVS 2.31.1) = caiJaka]: Cicer arietinum 
Linn; black chick-pea; or it is equivalent to ni~piiva: Dolichos lablab Linn. 

garf ( = kadamba): Andropogon caricosus Linn = A. serratus Retz; a type of 
grass (tr~Ja) (comm. to KausS 31.15); see also Caland, AZ, 101 and note. 

gulgulu (= guggulu = mahi~iik~a): Balsamodendron mukul Hook ex. Stocks 
= Commiphora mukul Engl; gum-gugul, Indian bedellium. It is also 
equated with kapitthapariJI: Boswellia glabra Roxb = B. serrata Roxb ex. 
Coleb; Indian olibanum or frankincense. It is frequently used as a fu-
migant! 

caiJaka (kt:~IJaCaiJaka, comm. to AVS 2.31.1), see khtilva. 
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cfpudru?: perhaps a type of tree (comm. to AVS 6.127.2), equal to sfpudru 
(= sara/a): Pinus longifolia Roxb. 

jatigidti (= aralu = aratu = syonaka = lodhra): Oroxylum indicum Vent= Ca-
losanthes indica Blume = Bignonia indica Linn. 

jayantf: Sesbania aculeata Pers; or (= jayantika): Sesbania aegyptiaca Pers 
= Aeschynomena sesban Roxb; or(= baltfmottf): a type of hilamociktf: En-
hydra flutuans Lour. 

jfvantf: see under jfvZ: 
jfvaltf?: it could be related to jfvaka, jivantl; etc. 
jfvf[ = jfvantf (comm. to KausS 31.28) = jfvtf = mangalya]: Leptadenia re-

ticulata W & A = Dendrobium macraei Lindl; or (= jfvaka = madhura 
= mangalya): Microstylis wallichii Lindl. There is difficulty with the correct 
identification of this plant: both jfvantf and jfvaka belong to the group 
of plants which are sweet smelling (madhuraga~Ja) and which promote 
vitality (jfvanfya) [see TAS 31.30 (p. 458)]; cf. also Bhtfvaprakasa, 1: 
295-96. 

tt1a (= snehaphala): Sesamum indicum Linn; gingili seed, sesamum, sesame. 
darbhti (= kusa = uluka): Imperata arundinacea Cyrill = I. cylindrica Beauv 

= Saccharum cylindricum Lam = Poa cynosuroides Retz. Meulenbeld no-
tices that there could be a distinction between darbhti and kusa 
(Mtfdhavanidtfna, 562); likewise P. V. Sharma at KaiNi, 229: kusa: Des-
mostachya bipinnata Stapf. 

dtfrbhyii~a [= Ve!Judtfrbhii~a (comm. to AVS 7.74[78].1) =? va'?lsa]: Bambusa 
bambos Druce = B. arundinacea Retz; bamboo, a type of reed-grass. 

diirvtf ( = si~ta = aghadvi~ttf): Cynodon dactyl on (Linn) Pers; bermuda grass, 
dog grass. Some equate it with kusa (see under darbhti). Cf. also niladiirvtf: 
C. dactylon (Linn) Pers at KaiNi, 227, and TAS 31.151 (489). 

dhavti (= nanditaka = sakatakhya = gaura = dhurandhara): Anogeissus latifolia 
Wall = Conocarpus latifolius Roxb; crane tree. 

naqa (= na~a = nqotpala): Nymphaea lotus Linn = N. rubra Roxb ex. Salish; 
water-lily. 

nikata?: two Curcuma-plants (haridrii, see under 6~adhi) growing on sides 
of trees (see Caland, AZ, 96 n). 

nitatnf[ = ktfcamtfcf(comm. to AVS 6.136.1) = kakamtfcf = raktakakamtfcf]: 
Solanum nigrum Linn. 

nyagr6dha (= vata = samf= vanaspati = yak~avtfsa): Ficus benghalensis Linn 
= Ficus indica Roxb; banyan tree, Indian fig. 

parasu?: the usual meaning for this word is 'axe' or 'hatchet.' Perhaps the 
wooden part of the instrument is meant. 

par~Jti (= palasti: s.v.). 
paltfsti ( = ki'?lsuka = kirmf): Butea frondosa Koenig ex. Roxb = B. monosperma 

(Lam) Taub; bastard teak, butea-gum. 
pingti? (= hingu): Ferula foetida Regel= F. asafoetida Linn; or(= haridrtf): 

see under 6~adhi. 
pippalf (= capaltf = kr~IJtf = ka!Jtf}: Piper longum Linn; pepper-com, long 

pepper. 



260 RELIGIOUS MEDICINE 

piitfka (= karaflja): Pongamia pinnata (linn) Merrill; Indian beech. TAS 35.27 
(550) explains that it is synonymous with a variety of karaflja; cf. also 
Meulenbeld, Madhavanidana, 537. 

piitudru? (= khadirti: s.v.); or (devadaru): Cedrus deodara Loud= Pinus deodara 
Roxb; Himalayan cedar. 

prsnipanJf ( = klitanf = dhavanf = guha = kalaS! = kumbhf (vrk~a)]: Uraria 
lagopoides DC= Doodia lagopodioides Roxb = U. picta Desv. Bhavaprakasa, 
1: 286-87 identifies two plants prsnipariJ.f: Uraria picta Desv and U. la-
gopoides DC. 

pramanda [= induka = asmantaka (Darila to KausS 8.17; 25.11) = asmanta]: 
Ficus cordifolia Roxb; see however Caland, who does not believe it to be 
a plant (AZ, 15-16 n). 

plak~ti (= pippari = vatf = suparsa): Ficus infectoria Roxb = F. lacor Buch.-
Ham. 

bajti?: a type of sar~apa: Brassica campestris linn var. sarson Prain. 
mar~a (= mar~aka = mari~a = ta1J.4ulfya): Amaranthus spinosus Linn; or 

( = chaumar~a (Hindi)]: A. paniculatus Mig., See Nidk, 2: 89. 
muflja ( = sara = sthiilagarbha = vipiiya): Saccharum arundinaceum Retz = S. 

munja Roxb = S. sara Roxb. 
ytiva (= indrayava): Hordeum hexastichon Linn= H. sativum Pers =H. vulgare 

Linn; barley. .: 
rajasar~apa ( = asurf: s. v.). 
ramti[= bhrngartijti(comm. to AVS 1.23.1)]: see under altikti. 
varaiJ.ti (= varuiJ.a = vartiiJ.a = samaka = setu = urumtiiJ.a = kumaraka): Crataeva 

nurvala Buch.-Ham = C. religiosa Hook & Forest = C. trifoliata Roxb; 
three-leaved caper. 

vif!lirJ.aka..:(vif!arJ.a)? (= vif!tirJ.ika = karkatasrrigl): Pistacia integerrima Stew ex. 
Brandis; or Rhus succendanea Linn. TAS 51.63 (467) explains that it is a 
synonym for a variety of mef!asrrigf(= ajasrrigf): Gymnema sylvestre R.Br 
= Asclepias geminata Roxb; or it is equal to sahasracak~u (= indrtik~a): 
Saussurea sp. Dichrostachys cineria W & A.; cf. Bhtivaprakasa, 1: 98. 

samf(= lakf!mi"= tunga =siva= sfta = saktuphala): Acacia sundra DC= A. 
suma Buch.-Ham ex Wall = Mimosa suma Roxb; or Prosopis spicigera 
Linn. According to TAS 19.39 (308) it causes the hair to fall out. 

stila (= sarja = sarjarasa = ktinta): Shorea Robusta Gaertn; sal tree; or(= pri-
ytila = cara): Buchanania latifolia Roxb. 

salmal{ (= stilmalt = picchila): Bombax ceiba Linn = B. malabaricum (DC) 
S & E = B. heptaphyllum Roxb = Salmalia malabarica Schott et Endl; silk-
cotton tree. 

sigru (= so(au]bhtifljana = kr~IJ.agandha): Moringa pterygosperma Gaertn 
= M. oleifera Lam; horse-radish. Red variety is madhusigru; white variety 
is haritachada (TAS 37.26-27 (595)], or svetasigru (see Meulenbeld, 
Mtidhavanidana, 603). 

S!r~a ( = mandana): Randia dumetorum Lam; bushy gardenia, emetic nut; see 
Caland, AZ, 96 n; or (= sin~a = plavaga = kalima = vipra): Albizzia 
lebbeck Benth. 



APPENDIX II 

Bibliographical Essay 

A review of the secondary literature on traditional Indian medicine 
has yet to be undertaken. The purpose of this essay, therefore, is 
to present a critical bibliographic history of the most significant 

studies in western languages. Materials in modem Indian languages have 
been omitted as they were unavailable to me. 1 For a critical review of 
translated Sanskrit medical texts, I refer to my "An annotated bibliography 
of translations into western languages of principal Sanskrit medical 
treatises." 2 

A brief sketch of the early history of Indological studies in Europe and 
in India will help to set the stage for a survey of the research into India's 
medical history. 

The French Jesuit missionaries working in South India in the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries have given the first indications that the Sanskrit 
language was being learned by people from the Occident. Unfortunately 
their efforts were isolated and demonstrate that they did not gain a real 
understanding of India's antique past. 

The key figure in the development of Indology was Sir William Jones 
who, before taking up his post in 1783 as Supreme Court judge in Calcutta, 
had learned all the major European languages as well as Hebrew, Arabic, 
Persian and Turkish and had recognized the relationship between Persian 
and European languages. He studied Sanskrit under Charles Wilkins, the 
only member of the East India Company to have learned the language at 
that time, and several Sanskrit par:tc;lits in Calcutta. Less than one year after 
his arrival he and Wilkins founded the Asiatic Society of Bengal and Jones 
became its first president. The Society published a journal, Asiatic Researches, 
and both Jones and Wilkins began to produce translations directly from 
Sanskrit, which included the Bhagavad Gila and Hitopadesa (Wilkins) and 
Sakuntaltf and Gila Govinda (Jones). In addition to his translations, Jones 
was the first person to affirm publicly the relationship between Sanskrit 
and Greek and Latin and its hypothetical connection with German, Celtic 
and Persian. Jones and Wilkins were followed in Calcutta by Henry Cole-
brooke and Horace Hayman Wilson, who continued to produce translations 

1 For a brief survey of the most pertinent studies, see G. J. Meulenbeld, "The surveying of 
Sanskrit medical literature," in G. J. Meulenbeld, ed., Proceedings of the International Workshop 
on Priorities in the Study of Indian Medicine, held at the State University of Groningen, 23-27 
October 1983 (University of Groningen: Institute of Indian Studies, 1984), 33-34. 

2 Clio Medica, 19.2 (1984): to appear. 
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from Sanskrit and to further Indological studies through the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal. In Europe, the Frenchman Anquetil-Duperron, a Persian scholar, 
published a Latin translation of fifty Upani~ads, philosophical works of the 
late Vedas, which had been translated into Persian for Prince Mohammed 
Dara-Shakoh, the son of Shah Jahan who is famous for commissioning 
the construction of the Taj Mahal as a tomb for his wife. 

The early translations from Sanskrit began to create an interest in Sanskrit 
literature in Europe. In 1803, a founding member of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal, Alexander Hamilton, detained in France at the end of the Peace 
of Amiens, became the first teacher of Sanskrit in Europe at the recently 
founded Ecole des Langues Orientales Vivantes (1795). He taught Sanskrit 
to Friedrich Schlegel, the first German Sanskritist and a leader of the Ger-
man Romantic School, who published, in 1808, a book on Indian language 
and literature containing the first German translations from Sanskrit.3 In 
1814, Leonard de Chezy was appointed to the first chair of Sanskrit founded 
at the College de France. He taught Sanskrit to Friedrich Schlegel's brother, 
August Wilhelm, who was in 1818 appointed the first professor of Sanskrit 
in Germany, at the newly founded University of Bonn. Sanskrit was first 
taught in England at the training college of the East India Company at 
Hertford. In 1832, H. H. Wilson was appointed Boden Professor of Sanskrit 
at Oxford, the first chair of Sanskrit in England. Chairs were then established 
at London, Cambridge and Edinburgh, as well as at several universities in 
the United States. 

In 1816, the Bavarian Franz Bopp, a student of Chezy, gave birth to the 
new linguistic science of comparative philology with his work, iiber das 
Conjugations-system der Sanskrit Sprache in Vergleichung mit jenem der grie-
chischen, lateinischen, persischen und germanischen Sprache (Andrea: Frank-
furt am Main), which, based on Jones's earlier studies, presented a very 
tentative reconstruction of the common ancestor of Sanskrit and the classical 
languages of Europe. In 1821, the French Societe Asiatique was founded 
in Paris; and two years later the Royal Asiatic Society was established in 
London. The interest in editing, translating and studying Sanskrit literature 
grew rapidly from these beginnings. 

The foundations of Vedic Studies in Europe were laid by Eugene Burnouf, 
who taught at the College de France in the early 1840s. Two of his students 
were Rudolf Roth who originated the study of the Vedas in Germany and 
Friedrich Max Miiller who, while professor of Comparative Philology at 
Oxford, produced the excellent edition of the J!.,gveda with the commentary 
of Sayal).a (1849-1875) and edited and contributed to the Sacred Books of 
the East, a series of authoritative, annotated translations. Before Miiller, 
however, Theodor Aufrecht had already published an edition of the J!.,gveda 
in romanized script (1861-1863). Perhaps the greatest achievement during 

3 Uber die Sprache und Weisheit der Inder. Ein Beitrag zur Begriindung der Altertumskunde, 
Heidelberg: Mohr und Zimmer, 1808. 
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the formative period of Indology in Europe was the Sanskrit-Worterbuch or 
St. Petersburg Lexicon, compiled by the Germans Otto Bohtlingk and Rudolf 
Roth and published in seven folio volumes by the Academy of Arts and 
Sciences of St. Petersburg from 1852-1875. Sir Monier Monier-Williams, 
while professor of Sanskrit at Oxford, drew largely on this work for his 
Sanskrit-English Dictionary (Oxford, 1899). From these beginnings the study 
of Sanskrit and Indian history was established at the major universities in 
Europe and America and almost every type of Indian literature received 
some attention. 

In India also, in the early part of the nineteenth century, Rammohan 
Roy, founder of the Brahmo Samaj, a religious organization which sought 
to unite the best of Christian and Brahmanic religious ideals, translated 
many of the Upani~ads into English. During this time the first Sanskrit 
editions of many treatises were published in Bengali script. Influenced and 
incited by the Bengal Renaissance of the latter part of the last century, 
Indian scholars began to take a renewed interest in their own past. Editions 
of Sanskrit texts were being published in many parts of India and critical 
scholarship was being carried out by people like Bhau Daji, Rajendralal 
Mitra and Sir R. G. Bhandarkar. The fervor of this Renaissance rekindled 
interest in all areas of the Indian arts and sciences. 4 

By the twentieth century, the four main centers of Indology were Ger-
many, France, England and India. The United States and Holland at this 
time were largely a branch of the German school. From each of the four 
came the beginnings of the investigations into the literature of ancient 
Indian medicine. 

Interest in the medical tradition of the ancient Indian came principally 
from two types of investigators: the Sanskritist who explored the literature 
of the Indians and the physician who was curious to know how Indian 
medicine compared with, and might be beneficial to, his own tradition of 
medicine. 

The British 

The first information about traditional Hindu medicine or iiyurveda came 
from the pen of the British surgeon and Sanskritist stationed in Calcutta, 
H. H. Wilson, who, in 1823, published an article entitled "On the medical 
and surgical sciences of the Hindus."5 Probably working from manuscripts, 
Wilson sympathetically summarized the general principles and practices 

• This brief account of the history of Indology has been culled from Maurice Winternitz, A 
history of Indian literature, translated from the German by 5. Ketkar (1927; rpt. New Delhi: 
Oriental Books Reprint Corporation, 1977, second edition), 1: 8-25, and A. L. Basham, The 
wonder that was India (New York: Grove Press, 1959), 4-8. 

5 Originally published in Oriental Magazine (Calcutta), 1: 207-12, 349-56, and reprinted in 
Essays analytical, critical and philological on subjects connected with Sanskrit literature, Vol. 1. 
Collected and edited by Reinhold Rost (London: Triibner & Co., 1864), 269-76, 380-91. 
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of tiyuroeda as outlined in the first chapters of the treatises of Susruta, 
Caraka and Vagbhata. 

Almost from the beginning of the British East India Company, there had 
been an interest in acquiring knowledge of the flora and fauna of India so 
that it might be used in medicine both in India and back home in England.6 

One of the first individuals to investigate the subject of Indian materia 
medica from the historical point of view was John Forbes Royle who was 
a physican of the medical staff of the Bengal army during the early part of 
the nineteenth century. In 1837, as professor of Materia Medica and Ther-
apeutics at King's College, London, he published a book entitled, An essay 
on the antiquity of Hindoo medicine, including an introductory lecture to the 
course of materia medica and therapeutics, delivered at King's College 
(London: Wm. H. Allen and J. C. Churchhill), in which is presented a 
summary of the current knowledge of Indian medical and scientific history. 
Using the commerce of Indian drugs as a central theme, he appears to be 
the first person to posit a connection among Indian, Arabic, Greek and 
Chinese medicine. There is no evidence that he possessed a knowledge of 
Sanskrit. His information is gleaned from the existing secondary sources 
on the different subjects and medical traditions. 7 

Working from manuscripts with the aid of an ayurvedic pal).<;lit, a phy-
sician of the Bengal Medical Service, Thomas A. Wise, undertook a study 
of tiyuroeda. In 1845 he published his Commentary on the Hindu system of 
medicine (Calcutta) which, he states, is "intended to describe the Hindu 
science of medicine" (ii). It is, therefore, not a translation, but a summary 
of the ayurvedic medical tradition, based principally on the texts of Caraka 
and Susruta. 

These British scholars and professionals attached to the East India Com-
pany in the early to the middle part of the last century were in fact the 
pioneers in the field of Indian medical history. After this initial burst of 
enthusiasm, the interest in the subject among British Indologists, physicians 
or historians of medicine was at best meager until the Indologist A. F. 
Rudolf Hoemle, principal at the Calcutta Madrasa, took up the study of 
Sanskrit medical treatises during the latter part of the last century and the 
beginning of this one. Starting with his monumental edition and translation 
of the Bower Manuscript, a large portion of which is concerned with med-

6 An early essay on traditional Indian materia medica is John Fleming's "A catalogue of 
Indian medicinal plants and drugs, with their names in the Hindustani and Sanscrit languages," 
Asiatic Researches, 11 (1812): 153-96. The first book of the materia medica of India is Ainslie 
Whitelaw's The materia medica of Hindoostan (Madras, 1813), which was revised, enlarged 
and printed under the title, Materia medica, 2 vols. (London, 1926). See also D. V. Subba 
Reddy, "Dr. Whitelaw Ainslie and his contributions to materia medica and the history of 
medicine in India," Bulletin of the Institute of History of Medicine, Hyderabad, 2(1) (1972): 
35-51. 

7 He also wrote Illustrations of Botany and other branches of natural history of the Himalayan 
Mountains, 2 vols. (London, 1839). See also D. V. Subba Reddy, "John Forbes Royle, botanist-
medical historian; teacher and benefactor of the British Empire," Bulletin of the Institute of 
History of Medicine, Hyderabad, 3(2) (1973): 79-87. 
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icine, published in Calcutta from 1893 to 1912,8 Hoemle was forced to 
investigate the texts of Indian medicine in order to assure the accuracy of 
his work. This led to studies on the authors and on the textual tradition of 
ayurveda and to investigations of the ancient Indian anatomical terminol-
ogy.9 His Studies in the medicine of ancient India. Part I: Osteology or the 
bones of the human body10 incorporates an introduction which attempts to 
give a chronology of the principal ayurvedic authors and their texts, fol-
lowed by a study of the historical development of the medical science of 
osteology in ancient India. It is a significant work on a very specialized 
topic. From the title of the monograph other studies focusing on different 
parts of Indian medical history might be expected. Unfortunately, none 
has appeared; and with Hoemle the investigation into ancient Indian med-
icine ceased to be a topic of research interest among British scholars. 

Today, however, a renewed interest in the subject is taking place. The 
Australian born and Cambridge trained philologist Ronald Emmerick at 
the University of Hamburg has in the last decade published several articles 
pertaining to Indian medicine and ayurvedic textual studies and is com-
pleting an edition and translation of the Indian medical treatise Siddhasara 
by Ravigupta 11 and an index of the principal Indian Sanskrit medical texts. 
Quite recently, Dominik Wujastyk, a young scholar trained in Sanskrit at 
Oxford University has been appointed to catalog a little known collection 
of Indian manuscripts at the Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine 
in London and actively to occupy himself with Indian medical history. 

The French 

Around the middle of the eighteenth century, Sanskrit manuscripts were 
beginning to be collected and edited in India. The French abbe, J. M. F. 
Guerin, a parish priest at Chandemagor, collected in Bengal Sanskrit 
manuscripts on the Indian sciences, including medicine, with the express 
purpose of using them in a comparison with ancient Greek and Latin med-

8 Calcutta: Office of the Superintendent of Government Printing, India [Archaeological 
Survey of India, New Imperial Series, Vol. 22]. Reprinted in three volumes, New Delhi, 1983. 

9 Some of Hoernle's most important articles include the following: a series under the generic 
title, "Studies in ancient Indian medicine," as follows: I. "The commentaries on Susruta," 
JRAS (1906): 283-302, 699-700; II. "On some obscure anatomical terms," JRAS (1906): 915-
41; (1907): 1-18; III. "ltsing and Vagbhata," JRAS (1907): 413-17; IV. "The composition of 
the Caraka Saqlhita, and the literary methods of ancient Indian medical writers (A study in 
textual criticism)," JRAS (1908): 997-1028; V. "The composition of the Caraka Saqlhita in 
light of the Bower Manuscript (An essay in historical and textual criticism)," JRAS (1909): 
857-93. Others are: "The authorship of the Charaka Saqthita," Archiv fiir Geschichte der 
Medizin, 1 (1907): 29-40; and "The Bhela Saqlhita in the Bower Manuscript," JRAS (1910): 
830-33. 

10 Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1907; reprinted: New York: AMS Press, Inc., 1980. 
11 The Siddhasiira of Ravigupta. Vols. 1, 2 (Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner Verlag GMBH. 1980, 

1982) [Verzeichnis der orientalischen Handschriften in Deutschland. Supplementband 23. 
1, 2). 
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ical texts so that European doctors might derive knowledge from Indian 
medicine.U 

About this same time, Indian medicine was attracting the attention of 
physicians in France. With the circulation of the works by Wilson and 
Royle, the possibility of a connection between Greek and Indian medicine 
began to be examined. The topic was to be one to which the French scholars 
of Indian medicine would constantly address themselves. 

In 1843 and 1844, a certain Dr. Cerise published an article entitled, 
"Notice sur les doctrines pyscho-physiologiques des anciens philosophes 
hindous,"13 in which the Hindu medical theory of the elements, temper-
aments, senses and sense faculties were examined in relation to that of the 
Greek philosophers. In 1853, the physician Gustave Alexandre Lietard14 

in Strasbourg defended the first thesis on Indian medicine in France, en-
titled, "Essai sur l'histoire de Ia medecine chez les Indous," printed in 
Strasbourg in 1858 and published under the title Lettres historiques sur la 
medecine chez les Indous (Paris: Victor Masson et Fils, 1862). It is an ex-
amination of Indian medical history from its earliest period in the Vedas 
to the time of the ayurvedic treatises of Caraka and Susruta. He contributed 
information on the history of ayurveda in the Dictionnaire encyclopedique 
des sciences medicales (Paris, 1864-1889) and established himself as the 
current authority on Indian medicine, with numerous articles touching on 
Vedic and ayurvedic medicine and the possible connections with Hellenic 
medicineP Working entirely from existing translations and secondary lit-
erature, Lietard was able to contribute significant information on Indian 
medicine to the general field of the history of medicine. Lacking the nec-
essary languages, however, his work does not seem to have penetrated the 
circle of Sanskrit scholars, thereby keeping the study of Indian medicine 
on the fringes of Indo logy. 

Lietard's work and that of Allan Webb16 inspired the great historian of 
Greek medicine, Charles Daremberg, to look seriously into Hindu medicine. 

12 Information on French historians of medicine has been gathered from Arion Ro!lu's "La 
medecine indienne traditionnelle," Le Coumer du CNRS, 40 (1981): 20-25. 

13 Annales medico-psychologiques, T. 2: 333-42; T. 3: 1-16. 
14 See Nigel W. T. Allan's short article, "Gustave Alexandre Lietard: Orientalist and Phy-

sician," Medical History, 25(1) (1981): 85-88. 
15 Some of his most important essays include: "La physiologie et Ia cosmologie dans le Rig-

Veda," Gazette hebdomadaire de medecine et de chirurgie, 1867, 17-23,49-56, 65-70; "Fragments 
d'histoire et de bibliographie," Gazette hebdomadaire, 1883, 313-20, 329-34; "Notice sur les 
connaissances anatomiques des Indous. L' Anatomie et Ia physiologie dans I' A yurveda de 
Sup-uta," Revue medicale de Nancy, T. 16 (1884): 236-40; "La litterature medicale de l'Inde," 
Bulletin de l'Academie nationale de medecine (Paris), 3rd series, T. 35 (1896): 466-84; "Le 
medecine Charaka. Le sennent des hippocratistes et le sennent des medecins hindous," Bulletin 
de l'Acadimie nationale de medecine (Paris), 3rd series, T. 37 (1897): 565-75; and "La doctrine 
humorale des Hindous et le Rig-Veda," Janus 3 (1898): 17-21. 

16 "The historical relation of ancient Hindu with Greek medicine, in connection with the 
study of modem medical science in India; being a general introductory lecture delivered June 
1850," Calcutta Review, 14 (1950): i-vi, 541f. 
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Daremberg's Recherches sur l'"Etat de Ia medecine durant Ia Periode primitive 
de I'Histoire des Indous (Paris: J. B. Bailliere et Fils, 1867) is an examination 
of the medical tradition represented in the ~gveda in relation to that typified 
in the Greek works of Homer. His excellent knowledge of the Greek sources 
allowed him to point to interesting similarities between these two medical 
traditions. His overall bias towards the superiority and antiquity of Greek 
medicine~ however, led him to make unjustified statements about the in-
fluence of that medical tradition on early Indian medicine. He was, nev-
ertheless, one of the first scholars to notice the important role which magic 
played in the Vedic medical tradition. 

Uetard had also encouraged and guided the physician Palmyr-Ulderic-
Alexis Cordier to carry on research into Indian medicine. In 1894, Cordier 
submitted his thesis, "Etude sur la medecine hindoue (temps vedique et 
heroi'ques)," for the degree of Doctorat en Medecine at Bordeaux. Published 
by the medical publishers J. B. Bailliere et Fils (Paris) in 1897, it encompassed 
a detailed examination of medically relevant passages from numerous Vedic 
and post-Vedic texts, culled from the existing printed texts and translations. 
It represents one of the pioneering efforts in the study of the earliest phases 
of Indian medicine. With his orientalist fervor confirmed by his residence 
at the French centers in India and Indo-China and by his familiarity with 
the relevant languages, Cordier, before his untimely death in 1914, had 
contributed significantly to oriental studies and Indian medical studies with 
his collection and study of Sanskrit and Tibetan manuscripts. He was in-
strumental in bringing ayurvedic studies into the purview of the Indologist. 

The study of Indian medicine in France had dwindled to insignificance 
after Cordier, until the ophthalmologist and Indologist Jean Filliozat was 
called upon in 1934 to catalog the manuscripts collected by Cordier and 
housed in the Bibliotheque nationale in Paris. Filliozat's numerous articles 
and monographs on ancient Indian medicine have distinguished him as 
the foremost authority on the subject.17 His La doctrine classique de. Ia mede-
cine indienne; ses origines et ses paralleles grecs, originally a these de lettre 
submitted to the Sorbonne in 1949,18 ranks as one of the most important 
works on Indian medicine. Equipped with the necessary language and 
professional skills, he, like Cordier, was able to bring ayurvedic studies to 
the attention of the Indologist as well as the historian of medicine. As 
professor of Sanskrit at the College de France, he promoted the scholarly 
investigation of Indian medicine so that today several well qualified French 
scholars are engaged in the study of ayurveda and its history. He died in 
October of 1982. 

17 A good bibliography with reprints of some of Filliozat's articles on the history of Indian 
science and medicine is found in Laghu-prabandhal). Choix d'articles d'indologie par Jean Filliozat, 
compiled and edited by Colette Caillat, et al. (Leiden: E.}. Brill, 1974), xi-xxv, 193-299. 

18 Paris: lmprimerie nationale, 1949; second edition: Paris: Ecole fran~ d' Extreme-Orient, 
1975. English translation by Dev Raj Chanana, Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal, 1964. 
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The Germans 

Among the German scholars the focus was almost exclusively on phil-
ological and textual studies of Indian medical texts. It is perhaps not sur-
prising that the first complete translation of a Sanskrit medical treatise was 
undertaken by a German. Franciscus Hessler translated the Susruta Sa7!1hitii 
into Latin, under the title Susrutas Ayurvedas, which was published in Er-
langen in three volumes from 1844 to 1850;19 and reading through the 
early Bengali editions of Caraka and Susruta, Rudolf Roth made lexical 
contributions of Sanskrit med" :al terms to the St. Petersburg Lexicon in the 
mid-nineteenth century. 

The early German interest in comparative philology, however, led to a 
penchant for Vedic studies. In 1864, Adalbert Kuhn published on article 
in which he compared Vedic and Germanic incantations, several of which 
were medical in content.20 A year later appeared J. Virgil Grohmann's very 
important article on Vedic medicine, "Medicinisches aus dem Atharva-
Veda, mit besonderem Bezug auf den Takman,"21 in which a detailed ex-
amination of the demonic disease takman and related afflictions is offered. 
The importance of this work lies in Grohmann's identification of takman 
with the disease commonly known as malaria. Although subsequent ad-
vances have allowed improvements to be made on his original thesis, 
Grohmann's study remains a significant contribution to the understanding 
of Vedic medicine. It is unfortunate that he did not undertake a more 
comprehensive investigation of other medical topics. The need for an over-
view of medicine during the Vedic age was filled by Heinrich Zimmer in 
the chapter "Heilkunde" of his general survey of Vedic India entitled, 
Altindisches Leben. 22 Maurice Bloomfield, an American Sanskrit scholar from 
Johns Hopkins University, advanced the understanding of Vedic medicine 
with his translations and annotations of many Atharvavedic medical hymns 
in his Hymns of the Atharvaveda which appeared as volume 42 of Max 
Muller's Sacred Books of the East (Oxford, 1897). 

The Sanskritist Julius Jolly was the first of the German school of Indol-
ogists to demonstrate an active interest in the later textual and doctrinal 
tradition of iiyurveda. His handy Medicin (Strassburg: Karl J. Triibner, 1901), 
commissioned as Band III, Heft 10 of F. Kielhom's and G. Buhler's Grundriss 
der Indo-Arischen Philologie und Altertumskunde, is still perhaps the best 
short account of Indian medicine. It offers a presentation of the principal 
medical authors and their texts along with an accurate and systematic out-
line of the basic principles of ayurvedic medicine. It has subsequently been 

19 Erlangae: Enke, 1844-50. The author's commentary was published under a separate title: 
Commentarii et annotationes in Susruta Ayurvedam, Erlangae, 1852-1855. 

20 "Indische und germanische Segensspruche," Zeitschrift fiir vergleichende Sprachforschung 
auf dem Gebiete der indogermanische Sprachen, 3 (1864): 49-74, 113-57. 

21 Indischen Studien, 9 (1865): 381-423. 
22 Berlin: Weidmannsche Buchhandlung, 1879, 374-99. 
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updated by its English translator, C. G. Kashikar.23 In addition to his mono-
graph, Jolly published several important essays on the age and sources of 
iiyurveda24 and contributed articles on ayurvedic medicine in James Hasting's 
Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics. 25 

The first German physician and historian of medicine to take up the 
study of Indian medicine was A. Albert M. Esser, an ophthalmologist from 
DUsseldorf. Trained in Sanskrit, Esser made important contributions to 
ayurvedic studies with accurate translations and authoritative studies of 
ophthalmology in the Susruta Saf!Zhitii and later medical treatises during 
the early part of this century.26 With Esser's specialized skills, historical 
studies of Indian medicine were beginning to be recognized as a topic of 
the history of medicine and not exclusively in the domain of the Sanskrit 
scholar or philologist. 

The most prolific writer on traditional Indian medicine was the physician 
from Chemnitz, Reinhold F. G. Muller, whose enthusiasm for the history 
of Indian medicine helped to bring the subject into focus for many historians 
of medicine. In 1926, Muller engaged himself full time in the study of the 
history of medicine and of Asian subjects when he was no longer able to 
keep up an active practice due to injuries he suffered during the first World 
War. Shortly thereafter he became friendly with Albert Griinwedel and 
Albert August von Le Coq, distinguished scholars of Indian and Central 
Asian archaeology, and began to direct his studies toward ancient Indian 
medicine. In 1939, he was selected to be a member of the Deutschen Aka-
demie der Naturforscher Leopoldina zu HallefS, through which he pub-
lished a number of monographs on Indian medicine. The Akademie-Bib-
liothek of the Leopoldina now houses his Fachbibliothek under the title 
"Sammlung Reinhold Muller." In 1942, he habilitated in Leipzig and was 
awarded the Karl-Sudhoff-Plakette of the Deutschen Gesellschaft fiir Ge-
schichte der Medizin, der Naturwissenschaft und der Technik and in 1953 
he was given the title of professor. He died on 22 February 1966 at the 
age of eighty-three, having to his credit nearly 130 articles and monographs 
on all aspects of ancient Indian medicine.27 

23 Published under the title, Indian medicine, Poona, 1951; second edition: Delhi: Munshiram 
Manoharlal, 1977. 

24 Some of his important articles include four essays under the general title, "Zur Quellen-
kunde der indischen Medizin": 1. "Vagbhata," ZDMG, 54: 260-70; 2. "1-tsing," ZDMG, 56: 
565-72; 3. "Ein alter Kommentar zu Susruta," ZDMG, 58: 114-16; 4. "Die Cikitsakalikii des 
TJSataciirya," ZDMG, 60: 413-68. Also significant is his "Some considerations regarding the 
age of the early medical literature of India," Transactions of the International Congress of Ori-
entalists, 9(1) (1892): 454-61. 

25 One is on "Disease and Medicine (Hindu)" 4: 753-55; another is on "Body (Hindu)" 2: 
773-74. 

26 His major study is Die Ophthalmologie des Susruta, (Leipzig: Johann Ambrosius Barth, 
1934). Important articles on the subject of ancient Indian ophthalmology include: "Die 
ophthalmologische Therapie des BhavaprakiiSa," Sudhoffs Archiv, 25 (1932): 184-213, and 
"Die Ophthalmologie im Bower-Manuskript," Sudhoffs Archiv,·35 (1942): 28-42. 

27 1nformation for this biographical sketch derives from Rudolph Zaunick's obituary, "Rein-
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A close examination of Muller's works indicates that much of his vo-
luminous output is repetitive. He knew some Sanskrit, but it was not ad-
equate for his task. His understanding of ancient Indian history and culture 
derived largely from the Indologist Johannes Hertel who was professor at 
Koeniglichen Real-Gymnasium, Doebel, Saxony and a friend of Muller. 
Relying entirely on Hertel's now untenable view that fire was the principal 
motivating force which dominated the lives of the Vedic Indians/8 Muller 
interpreted Vedic and to some extent later Indian medicine in terms of a 
fire principle. Filliozat harshly criticized this over simplistic view of ancient 
Indian medicine, 29 and by so doing turned an already skeptical community 
of Sanskrit scholars and Indologists away from Muller's work. 

It cannot be denied that Muller's studies of Indian medical history rest 
on a very weak foundation of Sanskrit philology and Indian history. His 
labor-of-love in marshaling an enormous quantity of data pertaining to all 
aspects and periods of traditional Indian medicine, nevertheless, must be 
applauded, for it has demonstrated the importance of the subject to his-
torians of medicine and has provided a guide to the source materials on 
ancient Indian medicine. A comprehensive index of Muller's works is, 
however, a desideratum. 

Muller had the greatest influence among the historians of medicine. The 
Swiss born physician and historian of medicine, Henry Sigerist, made full 
use of Muller's works in his rather clumsy section on "Hindu medicine" 
in volume 2 of his History of medicine. 30 

No one in Germany since Muller has taken up an intensive investigation 
of Indian medicine. The Indologist and historian of Indian art, Henry Zim-
mer, son of the aforementioned Vedic scholar Heinrich Zimmer, has been 
drawn into it, but only as a side interest. Consequently, his Hindu medicine31 

is merely an outsider's observation, wanting in substantive information. 
More recently the German philologist Claus Vogel began the study of Indian 
medicine with several articles32 on the subject and a partial translation of 
the A~tangahrdaya Sal!lhitti both from the Sanskrit and the Tibetan texts. 33 

hold F. G. Miiller, 16. April 1882-22. Februar 1966," to which is attached a useful list of 
Milller's publications (Clio Medica, 1 [1966]: 359-66). 

28 Hertel's theory of a fire principle is put forth in his Die arischer Feuerlehre, I. Teil, (Leipzig: 
H. Haessel, 1925). 

29 La doctrine, 40 and 72 n. See also 105, above. 
30 New York: Oxford University Press, 1961, 121-93. 
31 Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1948 [The Hideyo Noguchi Lectures], Vol. VI. The book 

is a series of lectures delivered at the Johns Hopkins Institute of the History of Medicine in 
1940. The final editing of the lectures was done by Ludwig Edelstein who was given the task 
after Zimmer's unexpected death. Edelstein's lengthy preface is particularly important for the 
observations made on Hellenistic similarities and differences to Indian medicine. 

32 Four articles are noteworthy: "On the humoral physiology and pathology of the hip-
pocratics," The Poona Orientalist, 22 (1957): 62-73; "On the ancient Indian and Greek systems 
of medicine," The Poona Orientalist, 24 (1959): 31-34; "On the Guinea-worm disease in Indian 
medicine," Adyar Library Bulletin, 25 (1961 ): 55-68; and "On Bu-ston' s view of the eight parts 
of Indian medicine," Indo-Iranian Journal, 6 (1962): 290-95. . 

33 Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner, 1965 [Abhandlungen fiir die Kunde des Morgenlandes, Band 
37.2]. 
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He quickly abandoned the pursuit because it was not considered to be in 
the mainstream of Indological studies in Germany. 

Today the Dutch psychiatrist and Indologist Garret Jan Meulenbeld is 
one of the leading scholars of ancient Indian medicine. His Miidhavanidiina 
and its chief commentary, chapters 1-10 (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1974) is a model 
study, providing an accurate translation of part of a medical treatise and 
its commentary as well as generally useful information on Indian medicine 
in appendices. 

The Indians 

Quite naturally the most active interest in Indian medicine has come 
from the Indians themselves. The early part of the nineteenth century saw 
the first editions of Sanskrit medical treatises printed in Bengali script. 
These served as the principal texts used by the Sanskritists and Indologists 
who wrote on topics of ayurvedic medicine. These editions are now obsolete, 
having been superseded to a great extent by the more recent editions of 
Vaidya Jadavji Trikamji Acarya, published by the Nin).aya Sagar Press in 
Bombay, and those found in the Sanskrit Series of the Anandasrama 
in Poona. 

Inspired by the cultural and literary renaissance in Bengal during the 
latter part of the last century, Indian scholars began to take an interest in 
their own Hindu medical tradition. The renewed focus on iiyurveda was 
brought about mainly through the efforts of the ayurvedic physician Gan-
gadhara Ray (1799-1885), who fought for the purity of ayurvedic vis-a-
vis occidental medicine. Followers of Ray sought to legitimize traditional 
ayurvedic medical practice and to provide the basis of a professional or-
ganization which included the establishment of teaching and research, 
hospitals, botanical gardens, pharmacies and industries for the production 
of ayurvedic medicines.34 To a great extent these aims were accomplished 
in more recent years by the late ayurvedic physician from Bombay, Shiv 
Sharma, whose wit and political prowess won him an international rep-
utation as a leading proponent of traditional Indian medicine. 

Opponents of this purist mode of thought were the advocates of a more 
syncretic system of iiyurveda, who sought to combine the best of both 
Western and ayurvedic medicine. The leading spokesman of syncretism 
was C. Dwarkanath, principal of the Government and Unani College in 
Mysore, who outlines his approach to iiyurveda in his three volume study 
entitled, The fundamental principles of iiyurveda (Mysore: The Hindusthan 
Press, 1954).35 

34 Arion RO!?U, "La medecine indienne traditionnelle," 23; see also Brahmanada Gupta, 
"Indigenous medicine in nineteenth- and twentieth-century Bengal," in Asian medical systems, 
a comparative study, ed. Charles Leslie (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1976), 371. 

35 Charles Leslie, "Interpretations of illness: syncretism in modem A yurveda," unpublished 
paper, 17-19 and passim; cf. also his "The ambiguities of medical revivalism in modem 
India," in Asian medical systems, 356-67. 
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The renaissance was also responsible for the first English translations of 
the medical classics of Caraka and Susruta by Indian scholars and practi-
tioners of ayurveda. 36 One of the first surveys of ayurveda was Aryan medical 
system, a short history (Gondal, 1895), written by an Indian prince, Sir 
Bhagavat Sinhjee. The work was clearly an attempt to legitimize ayurveda 
and promote interest and further research in the subject by native and 
foreign scholars. Coming from the hand of royalty it tended to carry a 
special weight of authority. 

A significant figure in the early studies of ayurveda was Girindranath 
Mukhopadhyaya (Mukherjee), a physician trained at Calcutta Medical 
College at the end of the last and beginning of the present century. Two 
of his works are especially noteworthy. The surgical instruments of the Hin-
dus, 2 vols. (Calcutta: Calcutta University Press, 1913-1914), is an excellent 
study which won him the Griffith Prize at Calcutta University in 1909. 
Volume 1 is a valuable study of the various surgical instruments employed 
by the ayurvedic physician from earliest times; volume 2 contains eighty-
two plates, illustrating these instruments, most of which date from more 
recent centuries. The book is amply supported with citations from Sanskrit 
medical texts and attempts a comparative study of the surgical instruments 
of Indian, Greek, Roman, Arab and modem European surgeons. Unfor-
tunately, accurate translations are wanting, and passages are merely sum-
marized. It is a useful source for information on ancient Indian surgery 
and particularly the instruments of the medical profession and can serve 
as a point of departure for a more detailed study of comparative surgery. 
New translations from the Sanskrit will, however, have to be undertaken. 

Mukhopadhyaya's second treatise, History of Indian medicine, 3 vols.,37 

was greatly influenced by P. C. Roy, the chemist at Presidency College in 
Calcutta, who wrote a History of Hindu chemistry in two volumes based 
mainly on ayurvedic texts. 38 Mukhopadhyaya wanted to produce a similar 
history for Indian medicine. Unfortunately for the modem scholar, the 
volumes are a disorganized jumble of names; some are physicians and 
some mythical healers or healing gods from antiquity. The volumes may 
occasionally be consulted to gain an outline and an overview of the contents 
of selected ayurvedic texts, but no dates may be considered as accurate. 

Mukhopadhyaya's enthusiasm for ayurveda and penchant for studies of 
traditional Indian medicine gained him the appointment of editor-in-chief 
of the The Journal of Ayurveda, published in Calcutta from about 1923 and 
devoted to all topics of ayurvedic medicine from its ancient texts, to which 

36 CarakasaTC~hitii, English translation with notes by Avinash Chandra Kaviratna and Pa-
reshnath Sarma Kavibhusan (Calcutta, 1890-1925). The actual translator was Kisori Mohan 
Ganguli. An English translation of the Sushruta Samhita based on original Sanskrit text, 3 vols., 
translated and edited by Kaviraj Kunjalal Bhishagratna (Calcutta, 1907-16. Reprinted: Varanasi: 
The Chowkhamba Sanskrit Series Office, 1963 (The Chowkhamba Sanskrit Series, Vol. 30]). 

37 Calcutta, 1922-29. Reprint: Delhi: Orient Books Reprint Corporation, 1974. 
38 Charles Leslie, "Interpretations of illness," 20. 
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Mukhopiidhyiiya contributed numerous original essays, to modem political 
debates and relevant news on the status of tfyurveda in India.39 

The historical study of Indian medicine in India was taken over by 
D. V. Subba Reddy, professor of Physiology at Madras Medical College, 
who tirelessly wrote on every aspect of Indian medical history. He began 
his research in the history of medicine in 1931 by studying the works of 
Singer and Garrison and was greatly influenced by Henry Sigerist whom 
he met in 1944 when Sigerist was invited by the British Government of 
India to serve as adviser to the Bhore Committee for a "Health Survey." 
At that time, Sigerist wrote a report, recommending the creation of an 
Institute of History of Medicine as part of the then contemplated All Indian 
Medical Institute in Delhi. Problems of the war and internal strife which 
led to India's independence and partition in 1947 prevented the material-
ization of the Institute. Finally in the 1950s and 1960s, mainly through the 
efforts of Subba Reddy, the Central Council for Research in Indian Medicine 
and Homoeopathy established the Indian Institute for History of Medicine 
at the Osmania Medical Colleges in Hyderabad. From 1963 with Subba 
Reddy as editor-in-chief, it began to publish an annual Bulletin of the Indian 
Institute of History of Medicine, modeled on the Bulletin of the History of 
Medicine from The Johns Hopkins University. It includes articles on the 
history of both Hindu and Arabic medicine and regularly contains a bib-
liography of recent works on Indian medicine and news items pertaining 
to medical history. For the past fifty years Subba Reddy has worked to 
bring Indian medicine to the attention of Western scholars of the history 
of medicine and to bring the history of medicine to the attention of Indian 
scholars.40 

A friend of Subba Reddy and leading figure in the beginnings of Indian 
medical history in India was Pudipeddy Kutumbiah, a devout Christian, 
who undertook training in medicine in India and in Europe and Britain 
and received his M.D. from Madras Medical College in 1931. He later 
became professor of medicine at Andhra Medical College in Vizag (now 
Vaishakapattanam), Andhra Pradesh, from 1938 to 1945 and finally was 
appointed professor of medicine in Madras. While in London, he became 
interested in the history of medicine and started to read the works of Allbutt 
and Osler. After taking up his post at Vizag, he began to direct his attention 
to the history of tfyurveda, focusing on the works of Caraka and Susruta, 
and comparative studies involving Hippocratic and Greek medicine. In 
1947, he and Subba Reddy founded the Indian Society of History of Med-

39 A short biographical sketch of Mukhopidhiya is given in his obituary, "Late Dr. Girindra 
Nath Mukherjee," The Journal of Ayuroeda, 12(8) (1935): 82-84. 

40 Information for this biographical sketch derives from the following: D. V. Subba Reddy, 
"Prof. Henry E. Sigerist. Medical humanist, visionary and friend of India," Bulletin of the 
Indian Institute of History of Medicine, 5(1) (1975): 25-33; and "Report of the medico-historical 
functions at Kakinada," Bulletin of the Indian Institute of History of Medicine, 5(1-2) (1977): 
63-71. 
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icine in Madras (in 1953 it became the Indian Association of History of 
Medicine) and was appointed its first president. In 1956, the society began 
to publish the Indian Journal of History of Medicine under the editorship of 
Subba Reddy.41 

Kutumbiah's greatest contribution was his Ancient Indian medicine42 

which is a useful introduction to ayurvedic medicine. In the book, Kutum-
biah demonstrates a solid knowledge of the contents of the Caraka- and 
Susruta-Sal!lhitiis. Organizing the subject matter into nine chapters according 
to the general categories of modem medicine, i.e. anatomy, physiology, 
etc., Kutumbiah has presented a faithful survey of the medicine of these 
two texts to the general reader. He has provided a long introduction in 
which he attempts to give an historical development of Indian medicine. 
Relying entirely on secondary sources, however, the author merely restates 
earlier speculations and transmits many of the errors of his predecessors. 
Little new information is offered on the origins of iiyuroeda. 

Perhaps the greatest value of his book is its systematic presentation of 
the contents of the treatises of Caraka and Susruta. Since he did not possess 
a sound philological knowledge of Sanskrit, however, Kutumbiah's sum-
maries must always be checked with the original or with standard trans-
lations. Fortunately, he has given citations to modem editions. Furnished 
with a glossary of important terms and an index, the book serves as a useful 
general introduction to ancient Indian medicine. Lacking a fundamentally 
critical, historical approach, the historian of medicine will find it inadequate; 
and wanting a philological basis, the specialist will find it of limited sig-
nificance to him. 

In north India, Priyavrat Sharma, an ayurvedic physician and scholar, 
has produced numerous important editions, translations and studies of 
Sanskrit medical works. Coming from a family of ayurvedic doctors, Sharma 
was predestined to follow the tradition. In the 1940s he received the degree 
of Ayurvedacarya from the Banaras Hindu University, at a time when 
iiyuroeda was just beginning to become part of the curriculum of the better 
Indian universities. He also received degrees in Sanskrit and Hindi. After 
graduation he gained practical experience by working with his father and 
running a private practice. In 1946, he joined the faculty of the newly 
established Ayodhya Shivakumari Ayurvedic College in Bihar. In 1963, he 
became lecturer in the Ayurvedic College at the Banaras Hindu University; 
later he was promoted to professor of DravyaguQ.a, a post from which he 
retired in 1980.43 Focusing principally on the science of dravyagu1J.a or 

41 Ibid. An interesting article on cross-cultural influences in Indian medicine is his "The 
historical relations between Greek, Arabic and Indian medicine," Indian Journal of History of 
Medicine, 17(2) (1972): 29-36. 

42 Bombay: Orient Longmans Ltd., 1962, 1969, 1974. 
43 Information on Sharma's life has been taken from Guruprasad Sharma's short Life sketck 

(sic) and bibliograph!L of works of Prof. Priyavrat Sharma (Varanasi: Chaukhamba Orientalia, 
1981 [Jaikrishnadas A yurveda Series, no. 12]). Useful in this publication is the list of Sharma's 
publications both in Hindl and in English up to 1981. 
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ayurvedic pharmacology, Sharma has edited many of the ayurvedic ni-
ghaJJfus or books on materia medica. He has also written a useful history 
of ayurveda in Hindi44 and recently completed a reliable translation of thP 
Caraka Sa'!lhiti in two volumes. 45 

On the topic of Vedic medicine, two works have appeared: one written 
by an ayurvedic practitioner with specific aims in mind, while the other is 
by an Indologist with quite a separate purpose. 

The ayurvedic physician V. W. Karambelkar's The Atharvaveda and the 
Ayurveda (Nagpur, 1961) is an attempt to legitimize ayurvedic medicine 
by demonstrating its antiquity. He endeavors to find the basis of ayurveda 
in the Atharvaveda. His deep knowledge of iyurveda has occasionally al-
lowed him to offer new interpretations of difficult words and concepts. 
Lacking an overall critical approach, however, his views and conclusions 
are fundamentally untenable. 

Finally the Indologist G. U. Thite has written on the early aspects of 
Indian medicine. Covering an enormous spectrum of literature written in 
Sanskrit, his Medicine in its magico-religious aspects according to the Vedic 
and later literature (Poona: Continental Prakashan, 1982) is a superficial 
treatment of the more religious dimensions of ancient Indian medicine. He 
states that the work "is not meant for studying the ancient Indian medicine 
as a science but as a religious phenomenon" (1). Unfortunately, Thite has 
only made a start towards his desired ends. The book fails to treat adequately 
ancient Indian medicine either as a "religious phenomenon" or as a 
"science." 

The study of ancient Indian medicine continues to grow in India. The 
new periodical, Ancient Science of Life, 46 has an international editorial board 
and provides good articles on aspects of Indian medical history. 

Indian contributors to the study of their medical history have included 
a wide range of specialists: ayurvedic practitioners, Indians trained in west-
em medicine, Indologists, scientists and Indian historians of medicine, to 
name the most obvious. The eclecticism which this study has generated 
among Indians has produced works of varying quality and continues to 
do so, not unlike the study of ancient medicine by individuals in the West. 

Conclusions 

The major traditions of Indological studies in the West and in the East 
have from the nineteenth century shown a varying degree of interest in 
the study of Indian medicine. The efforts have been fragmented, with no 

44 Ayurveda kii vaijfliinika itihiisa (Varanasi: Chaukhamba Orientalia, 1975 [Jaikrishnadas 
Ayurveda Series, vol. 1)). 

45 Caraka-Sal!lhitii. Agnive5a's treatise refined and annotated by Caraka and redacted by 
l)r4habala. Text with English translation. 2 vols. (Varanasi: Chaukhamba Orientalia, 1981-
1983 [Jaikrishnadas Ayurveda Series, no. 36 I, II)). 

46 Published by A VR Educational Foundation of A yurveda as a journal of the International 
Institute of Ayurveda, Coimbatore, Tamilnadu, India. 
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sustained and intensive investigation having taken place outside of India 
itself. The pursuit of such research has tended to attract a few individuals 
with a special interest or a particular training. In India on the other hand, 
it has drawn a wide spectrum of individuals, perhaps, out of a nationalistic 
fervor. Indologists and philologists found the textual tradition of special 
significance, while the historian of medicine was drawn to it by a particular 
interest in broadening his existing knowledge. 

In the West, the study of Indian medical history was thought to require 
a specialized knowledge which only a few possessed. Although not ex-
plicitly stated, the evidence strongly implies that Indologists shied away 
from Indian medicine because it was considered to be properly understood 
only if one had a background in medicine. Historians of medicine, on the 
other hand, tended to avoid the subject largely because they did not have 
a knowledge of the relevant languages. For these reasons, Indian medical 
history has been kept on the fringes of both Western Indology and history 
of medicine. The current trends, however, suggest that more scholars in 
the West are engaging in research into Indian medicine whether as a living 
tradition of healing, as a problem in the history of medicine, or as a topic 
of philological investigation. 
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8 109 11.3.1-2 179 

4.15.1 199 3 180 
2 73, 200 4 174, 180 
3 199, 200 5 180 
4 198 6 181 
5 199 7 181, 182 
6 201 8 182 
7 200-201 9 183 

5.17.1 21, 187 10 184 
6 186 11.4.1-3 184 
7 186, 187 4-5 185 
8 188 11.7.1 243 

5.18.1 125 5 245 
2 127 13.1.1 140 
3-5 126 2 147 
6 128 3 143 
7(5) 127 4-5 141 
8(6) 128 6 143 
9(7) 123, 130 7-9 142 
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10 144 19.10.3 236 
11-12 145 4-5 237 
13-14 143 19.11.1 151 
15 144 2 152 

13.2.6 154 19.12.10 146, 148 
13.13.6 243 11 147 

7 245 12 141 
8 246 19.13.3 135 
9 245, 246 7 134 

15.15.9 76, 213 9 135, 224 

15.16.2 213 19.18.1-2 94 n 
7-8 129 

16.12.1-4 250 9 130 
5-9 251 19.20.12-14 197 
10 251, 255 19.23.9 211 

16.13.1-4 252 10 159 
5-6 253 11 160 
7 254 12 159, 160 
8(9) 253, 254 19.24.1-3 113 
9(10) 254 19.27.8 213 
10(11) 254 9 212 

16.14.1-4 255 10 213 
5-7 256 19.29.4 193 

16.63.5 109 19.30.9 208 
16.74.1 161 19.31.12 211 

2-4 162 19.36.2 226 
5-7 163 3 227 
8-10 164 19.40.7 115-116 

16.75.1 164 8(9) 116, 117 
2-6 165 9(10) 18, 117 
7-10 166 
11-12 167 20.33.6 76-77 n 

16.79.3 170 7 211 

6 169 8 207, 211 

7 171 20.40.2-3 197 

8 170 20.43.4 208 

16.80.5 170 20.51.8 151 

10 170 20.54.3 208 

16.81.1 169 7 159 

5 169 20.56.3 211 
20.58.4 159 

19.2.3 135 
19.4.13 215 Brhaddevatii 

14 79 and note, 215 6.1 130 
15 79 and note, 214 7.154 238 
16 215 

19.5.4-5 223 8.49-50 125 

6 222 51 202 

9(10) 225 65-66 104, 168 

19.6.1-2 109 Caraka Sarrrhitii 
3 110 

19.7.8-9 235 Siitrasthana 

10 236 17.83 138, 166 
19.8.13 152 88 166 

14 151 90-103 136, 138 
15 150 106 138 
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19.4 66 14 245 
9 66 15 246 

Nidanasthana 16 245 
17 247 7.15-16 63 n 

Vimanasthana 30.1 192 
40.4 232 7.9 66 

11 66 Kausika Siitra 
15 67 8.15 172 
20 66 17 260 

Cikitsasthana 24 62 
3.36 224 25 51 n 

7.173 81 14.7-13 76 n 

8.1-11 15 n 25.6-9 76 n, 207, 208, 

9.23 63 n 210, 211 
10 195, 197 33 63 n 11 195, 197, 260 88-90 63 n 12-17 195, 197 93-94 63 n 18 195, 258 

13.45-48 60-61 19 195, 197 
14.18 61 n 37 59 n 
18.6-24 85 n 26.1 36 n, 150 
26.6-25 70 2-9 36 n 

118 66 9(10)-13 214 
184-187 66 14-15 38, 132 

16-17 38, 132, 134, 197 
]aiminijja BriihmaiJa 18-21 28, 132 

1.221 87-88 22-24 217 
25 138 

3.360 195 29-32 186 
Kapi~thala Katha Sa'flhita 33 51 n, 109, 136, 

25.4.1 238 212, 249 
34 51 n, 136 2-3 239 35-36 51 n 4-5 240 37 51 n, 109 6-7 241 38 51 n, 212 8 242 39 51 n, 136 9-11 243 40 51 n, 99, 249 12 242 41 118 13 244 42 118, 119 14 245 43 118, 172 15 246 

27.1 118, 120 Kathaka Sa'flhita 2-4 118 
11.3 15 14-20 188, 189 
15.1 20 27-28 104 
16.13.1 238 29 121-123 

30-31 121-122 2-3 239 34 36 n 4-5 240 
6-7 241 28.5-6 198 
8 242 13 40, 154 
9-11 243 14 198, 202 
12 242 15-16 45 
13 244 17-20 129 
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29.18-19 140 10 242 
20-26 190 11-12 243 
30 134 13 244 

30.7 146 14-15 245 

8-10 230 16 246 

13 234, 235 3.9.3 97 n 
14 222 4.5.9 76 n 
15 222, 229 4.14.2 125 
16 222 

31.6 210 Manu Smrti (Miinava Dharma Siistra) 
11-14 85, 236, 237 3.8 88 
15 85, 236, 237, 258 11 214 
16-17 223, 228 
20-21 223 7.145 231 

27 159 
28 232, 233, 257, 259 NighatJtu ~gveda) 

32.8-10 226 1.12.100 93 n 

14-16 59 n 2.4.3 234 
17 148 5 234 
18-19 161 

35.20 51 n Nirukta 
38.1-7 36 n 3.4 79,214 

13 150 15 243 

41.1-7 82 4.2 25 
14 236 21 133 

42.23 171, 172 6.12 46, 64 n 

43.1-2 174-176 9.28 239 

54.11 104 33 46 

58.3-4 124 Piiraskara Grhya Siitra 
11 124 

3.7 104 

Mahiibhiirata 
3.185.47 158 ~gveda Khila 

4.7.1 202 
Mahiivagga 2 203 

6.14.5 85 3 204 

7 21 4 203 
5 199, 202, 204 

8.1.18 67 6 199, 202, 206 
7 204 

MahiiniirayatJa Upani~ad 
9.12 212 ~gveda Sa~hitii 

1.13.5 151 
Maitriiyat]fSa~hitii 1.22.9 13 

2.2.7 15 1.24.9 211 
2.7.13.1 238 1.34.6 90 

2-3 239 1.50.11 29, 133 
4-5 240 12 134 
6 241 1.69.8 26 n 
7 242 1.104.7 51 
8 241 1.105.15 125 
9 243 1.191.6 215 
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8 192 Siimavidhiina BriihmaiJa 
13 224 2.2.2 186 

3.16.3 50 
5.42.11 237 Siinkhiiyana Grhya Siitra 

5.83.4 254 1.21.3 105 

6.31.3 26n Siinkhiiyana Srauta Siitra 
6.74.2 49 n 

16.13.3-4 105 
7.21.5 131 
7.50 25 Siintikalpa 
7.50.2 229 17.4 15, 56, 110, 178, 
7.89.2 59 183 

4 59 5 122 
7.103 38 

19.6 15, 56, 110, 178, 
8.20.26 25,237 183 
8.40.6 122 7 122 
8.60.20 50 
8.91(80).5-7 87 Satapatha BriihmaiJa 
9.112.1 9, 73 1.8.16 157 
9.114.2 108 3.2.2.20 122 

4 237 3.6.1.2 229 
10.42.10 50 4.4.5.11 61 n 
10.59.8-10 237 

7.2.4 99 10.60.11 129 
12 127 7.2.4.26 238 

10.85.10 123 7.4.1.27 132, 190 

31 13n 14.1.18 76 n 
10.97 96-99 
10.97.1 250 Susruta Sarrrhitii 

9 205 Nidanasthana 
11-12 13, 18 5.14 81 
13 13, 18, 135 5.23-27 20 
16 256 
17 213 6.17-18 166 
22 213 7.21-24 60-61 

10.103.12 46 9.1-38 136 
10.129 250 11.8-9 83 10.135.1 151 
10.137 124, 151 14.7 166 
10.137.1 125 16.58 225 

2-3 126 Sarirasthana 
4 127 
5 126 2.18-21 79 
6 30, 123, 128 3.10 215 
7 128 10.61 52 n 

10.162 51-53 
10.163 12, 104 Cikitsiisthana 
10.163.2-6 106-108 22.66 225 

J!.gvidhiina Uttaratantra 

4.9.4-7 125 
2.8 166 

4.17-18 168 3.9 66 
4.19.3-5 104 14.9-11 66 



INDEX OF SANSKRIT TEXT -PLACES 299 

20.3 161 4.4.5.1 232 
6 161 4.4.10.2 118 

25.10-11 66 4.6.3.1 117 

26.26-30 66 6.2.8.6 113 

41.1-11 15 and note 
6.3.3.2 97 n 
6.4.2.3-4 61 n 

45.11-15 80 7.3.11.1 54 
54.7 66 

12-14 66 Taittinya Upani~ad 
21-38 66,67 3.10.6 212 

55 70 

Taittirfya ArarJyaka 
Vaitana Siitra 

28.20 154 
1.1.3 255 
1.21.2 255 30.6 249 

2.6.2 202 34.20 104 

4.42.1 126 38.1 104, 125 

5.1.4 76 n Vajasaneyi Sa711hita 

Taittirfya BriihmarJa 9.8 199 

1.1.9.1 199 12.75 238 

2.4.1.7 126 76-77 239 

2.4.4.1 217-219 78-79 240 

2 217-219, 221 80-81 241 

2.5.6.1-3 20 82-83 242 

2.6.1 118 84-86 243 

2.6.4.4 107 87-89 245 
90-92 246 

3.1.2.9 211 93-95 247 
3.1.4.1 232 96-97 248 
3.7.6.11 133, 134 98-99 249 

Taittirfya Sa711hita 100 249,247 

2.3.5.1 
101 248 

15, 18 
2 15, 18, 117 17.52 117 

3.3.10.1-2 195-197 19.87 107 

4.2.6.1 238 24.31 193 
2-3 239 25.8 107 
4-5 240 
6 243 Vendfdad 
7 241 3.1 127 
8 242 8.35-72 9 245 105 

10 242 Vi~I'JU Smrti 
11-12 243 
13 244 67.7 232 

14 241 
15 245 Yajfiavalkya Smrti 

16 246 1.53 214 
17 246,247 
18-19 247 Yoga5ataka 
20 248 36-38 85 n 
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am5umat1, 250 
a~as, 186 
ar;_holingagal).a, 125 
a~, 88,257 
aksata, 18, 94, 116-117, 236 n 148 
ak~ita, 18, 19, 116-117, 236 n 148 
ag~da, 127, 186 
agrii, 83 
aghad~ta, 259 
anga, 145, 146 
angajvara, 163 
angabheda, 163 
anguli,234 
ang~thci, 135 
ajakava, 25, 28, 131 
ajababhru, 206 
ajasrngi, 260 
aji'n:tanna, 125 
ajnataya~ma, 13 
adfsta, 188 
an~~va, 50 
anadhf!1a, 231 
anamayitnu, 128 
anira, 49, 50 
anyedyti, 140, 149 
antahkarana, 159 
antarlksa, i57 
andha, ·163 
anvr.ja (anvr.ju), 35, 144 
apacit, 18, 32 n 8, 82-86, 111, 115, 117, 136, 

212,222-228,248 
apaci, 83 
apasmara, 10 
apana, 126, 152, 153 
apal}\iirga, 21, 51, 257 
apva,46-47, 164 
abhaya, 258 
abhikftvar'i, 21, 119 
abhic~~l).a, 137 
abhiSOcana, 59 n 9, 57, 172 
ab~ca~l).u, 148 
abhisu, 234 
abhyaracana, 63 
amati, 50, 180 
amivacatana, 49 n 3 
amiva, 24, 28, 49-53, 55, 58, 90, 100, 101, 

128, 168, 182 
amfta, 151, 152 
amba, 239 
aratu, 259 
arapas, 133 
aralu, 175, 176, 178, 257, 259 

arayi, 21 
arista, 45 
ari~ta, 257 
ari~tatati, 127 
a~~dhafi,76, 198,202,204,213,257 
a~una, 199,172,277 
artis, 73 
arusthana, 208, 210 
aruspana, 208, 210 
arusrana, 208, 210 
arsaru: 165 
al~ji; 32 n 9, 48, 166, 167 
alajl, 166 
alaka, 88, 257 
alandu, 65 
alg~~Qu, 65, 69, 189 
avaka, 39 n 52, 101, 251, 257 
avatka, 208 
avadhvamsa, 141 
avaskava: 65,69,190 
avahita, 125 
avrata, 147, 148, 150 
aSipada, 131-132 
asimida, 131-132 
asmantaka, 260 
asresmana, 175, 176 
asl~ma~a, 175 
asv~ttha: 40, 43, 75, 99, 102, 157, 240-241, 

254, 258 
asvamedha, 104 
asvavafi, 241, 242 
asikni, 217, 258 
asura, 77, 78, 98, 208, 213, 220 
asrgdara, 79 
ahirpsa, 97 n 8, 98, 247 

agantu, 63 
agas, 125 
angirasl, 253 
ai\jana, 14, 18, 29, 33, 39, 40, 50, 55, 90 
annan, 108,205,240 
atharvana, 238 
aditya, i67 
adidy6ta, 235 
amalaka, 224-225, 258 
amalaki, 258 
ayurveda, 1, 10, 25 n 5 
a~kama, 124 
ayul[lyagal).a, 104 
ala, 71, 258 
asuqtga, 33, 135, 136 
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asa, 164 
asanl<a, 55, 58, 183 
asuti, 124 
asun, 81 and n 5, 82, 220, 258 
asthana, 218 
asrava, 75-77, 213, 207-208 
ahrutabhe~ji, 90 

iksvaka, 158 
~vaku, 158 
induka, 260 
indrayava, 260 
indravaruni, 217, 258 
indra~a, i6o 
i!?as, 50 

ugra, 182-183, 237 
ujjahru, 178 
uttama, 40, 43, 156, 230 
udakanaman, 237 
udakodara, 61 
udara, 58, 61 
udavarta, 70, 71 
udasava, 177 
udumbara, 51, 258 
udojas, 241 
udyuga,35,42, 144,145 
6.nnayatha, 125 
unmatta, 10, 62, 187 
unmadita, 62, 187 
upadt, 32 n 8, 248 
upac}ka, 208 
upapka, 76, 208, 210 
upadana(?), 56, 58, 182 
upacfika, 208, 210 
upapa~ya, 229 
upabarhat;~a, 161 
upastha, 87 
ubhayady6. (ubhayedya), 140, 149-150 
urumal).a, 260 
urvarU, 33, 135, 258 
ula, 71 and n 4 
uluka, 259 
usira, 66, 258 
usni, 106 
u~~iha, 105-106, 167 

iiru, 167 
iirjayatl, 241 
fut:tastuka, 227 
ii!?a, 162 

rta, 60 n 15 
rbhU, 201 
!'ljabM, 112 
!'lji, 63, 104 
r.!t;~U.,55,58, 185-186 

ekaspiga, 250 
ejatka, 65, 69, 192 

enas, 13, 187 
enasya, 250 
ervaru(ka), 258 

ainasa, 187 

okula, 71 n 4 
okta, 191 
6jas, 181 
6ta, 191 
~dhi, 96, 97, 147, 154, 217, 239, 247, 258 

au~a, 14 

kakubha,257 
kaksasa, 192 
kankii!?a, 32 n 9, 47, 162 
kana, 259 
ka~va, 52, 168 
kadamba, 258 
kapala, 258 
kapi, 177 
kapitthapanft, 258 
kapivallika, 258 
kapivalli, 177, 258 
kapiSaka, 177 
kapha, 1 
kaphajalqmi, 66 
kabu, 176 
karanja, 260 
karira, 66, 258 
kariraka, 258 
karka~aspigi, 260 
karkap, 258 
karka!l, 135, 258 
karnasiila, 161 
kaclapha, 174-175 
kalasl, 260 
kalmga, 258 
kalima, 260 
kavi, 8, 241 
kaskasa, 65, 69, 193 
ka~ka~asa, 192 
kahavala, 165 
kakamaci, 259 
kacamaci, 232, 259 
kanta, 260 
kabava, 57, 176-178 
kandini, 250 
ka~"aia, 132 
kamya, 158 
kasi, 145 
kasthakutta, 134 
ka~; 45, i44 
kasa, 15 
kasa, 45, 159 
kahabaha, 47, 165, 245 
kiq~Suka, 259 
kiki, 245 
kikicfivi, 100, 245 
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kirmi, 259 
kilasa, 81, 82, 217, 221 
kulq;i, 106 
kumaraka,260 
kumbha, 195 
ku~bhi(~lg;a), 260 
kuriiru(kurira), 65, 69, 189 
kulayayat, 131 
ku5a, 259 
k~umbha, 195 
k~~ha, 20, 26, 33, 40, 43, 44, 81, 96, 113, 

143, 145, 150-157, 217, 247, 258 
k~~aghna, 258 
krkadasa, 88 
krttika 232 
~a, l79, 253 
lqmi, 64 and n 2 
lqmigranthi, 66 
~i, 173 
~l).agandha, 260 
~l).acal).aka, 188, 258 
kfsna,217,258, 259 
ke§avrqiha~,231 
k6ka, 191 
kratu, 239 
kravyada, 168-170 
krimi, 64 and n 2, 65, 188 ff 
klitani, 260 
lq;atriya, 156 
Iq;ipta, 213 • 
kttiptabh~ji. 212 
ksiradru, 258 
biravrksa, 258 
k81n:, iss 
k5udh, so 
~tra, 20,21 
Iq;etriya, 20, 21, 23-26, 90, 118-120, 121 f, 

124, 129, 130, 187 

khadira, 14,75,258,260 
khalva, 68, 69, 188, 258 
khtgala, 57, 176 

gajapippali, 258 
ga4unta~ 225 
gal).4amala, 83 
gada, 25 n 5, 127, 129, 239 
gan, 94,258 
garbharalq;al).a, 105 
gala, 225 
galunta, 86, 225 
gav~yat, 193 
gavini, 70, 71, 195, 196 
gavlluka,47, 163,193 
gayam, 258 
gilayu,224 
g6.ggulu (see gulgulu) 
gurvika,83 
gulpha, 167 
gulgulu, t4, ts, t7, 96, 113, 11s, tss, 258 

guttpta, 122 
guttpita, 122 
guha,260 
gii4hapatra,258 
gfdhra, 191 
godha, 88 
godhiima, 258 
g6purogava, 252 
gaura, 259 
granthi, 85 
grama, 252 
grahi, 13 n 13, 21 
grivt 105, 106 
glau, 86, 224-225 

ghftaa, 202 

cakravaka, 191 
calq;us, 153 
canaka, 188, 258 
caturaksa, 194 
ccituttpa~, 122-123 
capala, 259 
cara, 260 
catta. 100, 245 
citta, 187 
cirbhita, 258 
apu~,32,33, 137,259 
c6dana, 148-149 
cyavana, 148 

chadis, 122-123 
chauma~ (Hindi), 260 

jangidci, 33, 39, 51, 54 and n 9, 55-57, 111, 
154 n 75, 171-175, 178-183, 186, 198,259 

jangha, 167 
jambhci, 55, 57, 172 
jayantika, 259 
jayanti, 203, 259 
jarayu, 196 
jarayuja, 37 
jalatta, 93 
jalodara, 59 
janu, 167 
jayanya, 18, 19, 115-117, 227 
jayimya, 15, 18 and n 3 
jala~, 90, 93-95, 212. 236, 237 
jivaka, 259 
jivagfbh, 243 
jivantci, 43, 156 
jivanti, 156 
jivanti, 259 
jivaniya, 259 
jiva~,40,43, 156,259 
jiva, 259 
jivi, 88, 259 
jvara, 10, 15, 138, 153 
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takr.nan, 12,26,32-34,41,45,46,54,55,58, 
93, 109, 118, 138, 140-150, 154, 155, 158, 
161, 208 

taJ;tc:luliya, 260 
tatrati, 111 
tapurvadha, 146 
tarda, 84 n 18 
talidya, 116 
tila, 119-120, 259 
~J;tasira, 258 
tunga, 260 
qnyaka, 140, 161 
tejana, 76 
ty!lnvancani, 203 
tratririi, 203 
trid~, 76, 212 
tvagda!?a, 111 
tvac, 221, 230 
~lmata, 147 
tsaru, 131 

dakodara, 61 
da~, 126, 127 
dantada, 66 
darbha, 14, 62, 102, 172, 254, 259 
dirbhiil?'l, 85 
darb~~a, 259 
durJ;tarnan, 111, 168 
diirva, 79, 259 
dUsi, 219 
~ta, 188 
de~akilbisci,246 
devadaru; 260 
devainasa, 187 
d~, 1, 62, 175 
dvesas, 25 n 11 

dhanurvata, 212 
dhanu,216 
dharnani, 79,80,94,214-216 
dhartri", 203 
dhava, 75, 259 
dhatri, 258 
dharnan, 238-239 
dhavani, 260 
dhu~rna, 192-193 
dhurandhara, 259 
dhJkl?'lrnasa(?), 19 2 
dhvaqu;asa(?), 107 
dhvara, 190 

na~tra, 198 
nagharnira,40,43, 155-156 
nagha~,40,43, 156 
nagha~, 156 
nac:lil,234,259 
nadanirnan, 65,69,193 
nady~, 155 
nadya~, 155-156 

nanditaka, 259 
nabhas, 202 
naraka, 230 
naJa, 259 
naga, 230 
nagaloka, 230 
nada, 180 
n~41, 224 
navaprabhra~na, 157-158 
nikati, 88, 259 
nighaJ;tttJ, 99, 257 
nitatnf, 86-89, 230, 232, 259 
nidina, 1 
nirnba,257 
nirrti, 25 n 11 
ni1Ayana,218 
~l.qti., 204, 242 
~~akvan, 142 
~P.iva, 258 
nihaka, 10o, 245 
nili, 217, 258 
nijotpala, 259 
n6dana, 149 
naubandhana, 158 
nya~a,52, 75,259 
nyancani, 203 
nyocara, 142 

pa~, 123 
pa~, 134 
patayat, 169 
parasu, 84, 259 
panpaJ;ta, 181 
parivrkl;lava, 193 
parive5as, 194 
pilrisr.?~ (pariSU,~a), 169 
paru~raqu;ci, 134 
parJ;ta, 75,99, 206,240-241,259 
palasa, 33, 259 
palita, 81 
pavi, 193 
pasupati, 3 
pa~,222 
pikiru, 32 n 8, 248, 249 
pitila, 159, 230 
papa, 25 
pipaya~rna, 15 
parnan,35,42, 145 
p~ayu,J;tu, 240 
p~I'!}J;teya, 189 
pal'!}~eya, 189 
p~sava, 193 
pasa, 118 
pinga, st, 169, 110, 2s9 
picchila, 260 
pi~ka, 166 
pitaryarnan(?), 202 
piq, 63 
pitta, 1, 36 n 34, 245 
pippari, 260 

303 



304 INDEX OF SANSKRIT WORDS 

pippala, 258 
pippali, 76, 78, 98, 208, 213, 246, 258, 259 
pi.Saca, 171 n 86, 172 
pisaa, 119, t72 
piSita, t37 
pura, 182 
pu~kara, 33, 135 
pfu}pa, 152 
p~ya, 152 
piitada~, 141 
piitika, 71, 260 
piirudru, 5o, 260 
piirvakin1a~ana, 149 
p~tramaya, 55, 183 
pr5nipan,U, 52, 260 
pf'Sninlaq, 254 
~tra, 199 
pradhanvafi, 250 
pratanvatl, 250 
pratibodha, 185 
pratisara, 17 4 
prapa~ka(?), 134 
prapharya, 143 
pramanda, 71, 260 
pramehana, 197 
pramota, 47, 162 
pralayana, 218-219 
pravayya1 159 
prastp:~afi, 250 
pr~~a,43, 126,152-153,235 
prartha, 144 
priyiila, 260 
preta, 173 
pr~ya, 145, 146 
pia~, 75,260 
plavaga, 260 
pliiS~ 13, 106, 107 
pliha, to7, 22s 

baja, 51, 169, 260 
bandhu, 143 
bandhilra, 176 
babhrii, 238, 250 
barhis, 41 
bala, 257 
baliimotii, 259 
balasa, 29, 32 and n 9, 33, 35, 39, 41, 47, 55, 

58,101,134-137,144,161-166,224,248, 
254 

bal, 7o, 71, t65, t95, t96 
bahu,234 
bila, 161, 165 
bisa, 71 
buddhi, 159, 186 
brhaspatiprasiita, 245 
bodhi, 258 
brahnlan, 248 
brahnla~a. 156, 248 

bhamsas, 16, 48, 107, 169 
bhaktadvesa, 15 
bhaga, 63,'87, 231 
bhandu,216 
bh~,203 
b~j. 8, 90, 97,211,241 
bhiita, 173 
bhiitagraha, 186 
bhiitonmiida, 63 
bhUmi,202,230 
bl\rgaka, 257 
bl\ritgaraja, 82, 217, 257, 260 
bh~ja, 90, 93, 122, t37, ts4, 2os, 211, 236, 

254 
bh~ji, 123 

n1agadha, 146 
n1angalya, 259 
mai)i, 9, 52, 172, 179-180 
matasna, 16, 106 
n1atta, t46-t47 
madavafi, 96 n 5 
madhura, 259 
madhuraga~,259 
madhuSigru, 260 
madhya, 111 
madhyan1aSi, 244 
manas, 159, 187 
mantra, 1, 10, 108, 127, 162, 195 
mandana, 260 
mayobhU, 173 
marata, 143, 145 
marn1an, 239 
ma5aka, 84 n 18 
mahabala, 257 
mahiivrsa, 142, 143 
maha~~ta, 104 
mahiisaha, 257 
mahiisiinti, 110 
mahisiiksa, 258 
maq:2o2 
matrga~. 62 
maqnanlan, 62 
maqnamaga~a. 186 
m~,260 
martavatsa, 170 
m~aka, 260 
ma:~a:. 156, 260 
muiija, 62, 76, 77, 207, 260 
muiijavat, 142 
mUni, 86,226-227 
mu~ka, 137 
m~ra, 33, 135 
miika, 162 
mujavat, 143 
miitra, 94 
m~na,165 
uqga, tt4-tt5,255 
uqgara, 36 n 34 
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me~srogi, 260 
mehana, 196 

ya~vasa, 259 
ya~ma, 12-17, 21, 25, 26, 28, 29, 33, 35, 43, 

46, 48, 54, 90, 98, 100-102, 104, 105, 110, 
115, 117, 127, 135, 137, 153, 161, 163, 164, 
238, 243, 248-250, 253, 254 

ya~modha, 164 
yava, 129, 254, 260 
yavanaka, 258 
yava~ (yava!iasa), 192-193 
y~tudhani, 21 
yama, 231 
yeva!ia, 65, 69 
yeva!iasa, 193 
yoga, 144 
yojana, 160 
y6ni, 196 

raktakakamacl, 259 
raktapitta, 80 
ra~as, 16, 49-51, 53, 55, 57, 58, 62, 63, 78, 

100,101,111,112,141,168-170,172 182 
187, 240 ' ' 

raghiit, 102, 255 
rajani, 217 
rati, 63 
rapas, 25, 26 and n 17, 27-28, 35, 43, 54, 90, 

92,95, 125,126,129,130,133,153 236 
240 ' ' 

rajaya~ma, 13, 109, 150, 154 
rajaya~man, 15 
rajasa~pa, 81 n 5, 258, 260 
rajika, 258 
ratri, 202 
rama, 217, 260 
ramaya!)t 224 
rota, 73 
~c;lhu, 139 
riira, 140, 147 
reriha, 170 
r6ga, 25, 75, 76, 125, 162, 208, 211 
roga!)a, 75, 208 
rogabija, 118 
ropa!)~, 166 
ropa!)aka,30, 31,134,166 
r6hal)i, 72, 74, 98, 133, 134, 198 

laksmi, 260 
Ia~. 73, 75, 98, 198, 199, 202 
laghugal_la, 124 
lodhra, 259 
16hita, 136 

vaq!Sa, 259 
vaksana, 165 
vagha~a, 255 

vacas, 109, 189 
vajra, 65, 144, 188-189 
vata, 259 
vaitaqtkaral_la, 108 
vanaspati,96, 102,154,183 226 259 
vandana, 28, 131 ' ' 
vanya, 148 
vayas, 134 
varal_lii, 14-16, 109, 260 
varal_la, 260 
varul)a, 260 
varul)agrhita, 60 
va\'fla, 185 
vaf!!i!itha, 50 
vastibila, 165, 197 
vastiyantra, 70 
vaka, 222 
vajayat, 243 
vat), 260 
vata, 1, 36 n 34 
vataroga, 245 
va~ara, 32 n. 9, 48, 166 
vafi}qta, 76, 78, 212-213 
vayu, 1,56 
VI'klediyasi, 229 
vi~ra, 160 
vigada, 142 
vighna, 54 
vi<ft, 118 
vijaman, 26, 83, 86, 131, 226, 229 
vijnanakarman, 56 
vitrttya, 145 
vidradha, 32 and n 9, 33, 136-138, 166-167 
vidradhi, 138 
vidhu, 167 
vipiiya, 260 
vipra, 8, 97, 99, 241 
vipra, 260 
vibhitaka, 257 
vilohita, 47, 161-162 
vivaru!)a, 251 
visakha, 250 
visapha, 57, 174-175 
viSara, 54 n 9, 55, 57, 172 183 
visarika, 55, 58, 183 ' 
viSalyaka, 163 
visvadhayani, 110 
visvadhayasa, 110 
visvaya, 131 
vi!iil, 1Q, 25, 94 n 11, 129, 164 
visadhana, 195 
~I_la,?6. 122,211-212,260 
vi!!al_laka,76, 78,98,212-213,260 
vi!/al_\ika, 260 
vi!!kandha,54-58, 171-178,180-181,184 
vi!ivanca, 108 
visalpa, 32 n 9, 166-167 
visalpaka, 32 and n 9, 33, 47, 136-137, 162 
16~ 166 ' 
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viskandha, 172 
viskandhadusa~a, 172 
v1ra, 258 
vlrana, 258 
v1r6dh,96, 120,250 
vibarha, 108-109 
vrfidhi, 138 
ve~u, 85 
venudarbhiisa, 226, 259 
ve§as, 194 · 
vaisya, 156 
vyanga, 142 
vyadvari, 190 
vyadhvara, 65, 69, 190 
vyana, 43, 152-153 
vyaia, 142 
vrana, 10, 225 
vnhi, 254 

5akatakhya, 259 
sakambhara, 35, 41, 141 
sankha, 50 
5atakratu, 239 
satabhi!?aj, 211 
5atavara, 14-16, 17, 110, 113 
5atavicaksana, 246 
5atav!"!?~y~, ·196 
samtati, 127 
sapatha, 21, 177, 246 
samaka, 260 
sanU, 232, 259, 260 
5ara, 260 
sariraviSarana, 172 
5aia, 102, 2s6 
saluna, 65, 69, 189 
salga, 189 
salmali, 28, 131, 260 
salyaka, 88 
sasvanvafi, 112 
sakha, ns 
sambu, 156 
sarika, 134 
sala, 99' 260 
salmall, 260 
sikhari, 25 7 
sigru, 66, 260 
sitivaksa, 192 
sipada; 28, 131-132 
sipavitnukoi, 65, 69, 193 
simi, 131-132 
simida, 28, 131-132 
sirovirecana, 67 
sila, 202 
silajit, 205 
silajitu, 202 
siva, 260 
sista, 259 
sli.i, 38 
sltajvara, 140 
slpudru, 259 

slrsa, 88, 260 
sl~kti, t6t 
slt¥hatya, 153 
sl~maya, 153 
suktivalsa, 162 
susuka, 165 
suska, 216 
su~ma, 176, 242 
su~mina, 146 
se~ya," 258 
sehu, 228-229 
saivala, 25 7 
so~tajalqmi, 66 n 27 
5onitadarsana, 15 
sotha, 10 
so(au)bhaiijana, 260 
syama, 210 
syena, 245 
syonaka, 259 
sravasya, 176 
sravasyu, 176 
slesman, 1, 36 n 34, 245 
sv~nvati, 112 
svasa, 15 
svitra, 220-221 
svetrasigru, 260 

samvat, 159 
saritvidvas, 138 
samsrita, 196 
saritsli!?taka, 88 
~aqtskandha, 54, 55, 58, 180, 181 
saqthita, 25 n 11 
saktuphala, 260 
sanisrasak~a, 121 
saqttati, 110 
saqtdesya, 21, 121 
sapta5ata, 239 
samaha, 235 
samiti, 241 
samudra, 76 
samyaiicanl, 203 
sarala, 259 
sarja, 260 
sarjarasa, 260 
saT!?apa, 260 
sahadev1, 97, 198, 257 
sahasracaksu, 260 
saha, 257 · 
sarthina, 144 
sira, 214-215 
silacin(?), 75, 205-206 
silacl, 73, 75, 98, 202-203, 205 
silaiijala, 202 
sisa, 172 
slta, 260 
slmarta, 51 
slra, 242-243' 
slsa, 55, 90 



suk~ta, 18, 19, 116-117 
su~ita, 18, 116-117 
suparia, 260 
sumangala, 181-182 
sumana, 258 
siikara, 255 
siitra, 38, 39, 92, 94 
surya, 167 
setu, 260 
sedhata, 25 n 11 
sehu, 228-229 
somavati, 241 
stambini, 250 
sruka, 227 
sthapati, 194 
sthiilagarbha, 260 
snayuka, 27 n 31 
snavan, 73,108,200 
snehaphala, 259 
sparal)i, 203 
svapat, 171 
svarabheda, 15 
svaha, 86, 225 

drug, 105 
drug-nasu, 105 
baresma (barsom), 127 
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sraktya, 156 
sravasyava, 177 

hatavartrnana, 214 
hanana,65, 189 
haras, 204 
haritachada, 260 
haritaladruma, 134 
haridra, 30,217,258,259 
hanman, 25,29,46,133 
ha~f.la, 16, 106 
havis, 117 
haridrava, 30, 31, 134 
hiilgu, 259 
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himavat, 151, 154 
hlr~I.lyaspi.ga, 112 
hira, 79, 80, 214, 215 
hudu, 139 
hpdayamaya, 29, 137-138 
hrddyota,29,31,92, 132-133,138,167 235 
hfdroga, 29, 31, 132, 138 ' 
heti, 144 
he!Jladugdha, 258 
hriiQu,35,37,41, 139 
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abortion, 51 ff, see also miscarriage 
abscess, 32 f, 48 
Aditi, son of, 167, 199 
Aditya, 14, 44, 48, 119, 156, 167 
Agastya, 65, 69 
Agni VaiSvanara, 14, 16, 28 f, 37, 41, 51, 53, 

63, 69, 99, 102, 110, 127, 130, 147, 154, 
168, 251, 253 

timfvii 
as evil-named flesh eater, 51 f 
treatment of, 50 f 
nature of, 49 f 

amulets, 3, 9, 14, 22, 23, 27, 33, 97, 110-12, 
119, 175 f, 177-78, 181, 183, 253 

jaligiqti, 39, 56 
urine retention and, 71 
v(skandha and, 55 f 

anatomy, knowledge of 7, see also sacrifice 
Ailga, 42, 145 
Ailgiras, 44, 58, 102, 184, 186 f, 253 
Anquetil-Duperron, 262 
apadts, nature of, 82 f, 136, 222 f 
Apala, 5, 87-88 
Apsarases, 17, 63, 112, 186, 188 
Apva (disease entity), 46, 47, 161 
Arundhafi, 17, 40, 72, 74, 75, 97 f, 101, 113, 

156, 198, 199, 202, 204, 206,213, 240 f, 
249, 251 

Aryaman, 202 
ascites, 59-61 
Asikni-river, 92 
Asita, 87, 89 
asthma, 15 
astrology 

as part of Vedic medicine, 9 
used in determining time of healing ritual, 

22, 24, 35, 41 f, 47, 124 f, 156 
Asura, 78, 208, 213, 220 
Asun, 81, 82, 219 
ASvins, 5, passim 
Atri, 125 
Aufrecht, Theodor, 262 

backache, 183 
Bactrians, 142 
Balhikas, 41, 42 f, 142 
barley, 27, 51, 119, 129, 254 
bathing, 2, see also hydrotherapy 
Bhaga, 63, 87, 231 
Bhandarkar, Sir R. G., 263 
Bharadvaja, 125 
Bhela, 1, 10 

bile, 1, 146, 220, 245 
same as gall, 82, 219-20 

birds, used in sympathetic magic, 30 
bleeding (blood-loss), 79 f, 216 

cure for, 216, see also wounds 
blood vessels, 214-16 
BOhtlingk, Otto, 263 
boil, 48, 166 f, 225, 227 

lancing of, 227 
Bopp, Franz, 262 
Brahmana, 58, 100, 168, 248 
Brhaspati, 100,249 
Buddhism, 21 
bull, 31, 112, see also cow 
Burnouf,Eugene, 262 

Candra, 71 
Caraka, 1, 10, passim 
catheter, 70, 197, see also surgery 
cauterization, 10, 26 
Celsus, 34 
Cerise, Dr., 266 
charms, 14, passim 
chest pain, 166 
chills, fever and, 159 
Colebrooke, Henry, 261 
constipation, 70 f, 195 
consumption (tuberculosis), 12-17, 20, 27, 32, 

118, passim 
convulsion, 172, 213 
Cordier, Palmyr-Uldenc-Alexis, 267 
cough, 15,36,45, 136,144,160 

charms against, 159 
cows, 100, 134, 252 

Brahmana's, 161 
used in sympathetic magic, 30 
as cure for poverty, 51 

crop damage, charms against, 118 

Dajl,Bhaii,263 
Dara-Shakoh, Mohammad, 262 
Daremberg, Charles, 266 f 
de Chezy, Leonard, 262 
delerium, 3 7 
demons, 37, 110, 112, 177, 182, 225 

driving out of, 9 
pain-causing, 161 

Dhatr, 74, 199, 200 f 
dia~osis and prognosis, 9 
diarrhea, 46, 118, 166, 208 
diseases, children's, 111 
diseases, internal, 12-17, 24, 46, passim 

308 



GENERAL INDEX 309 

dislocation, 180 
and hydrotherapy, 92 

dissection, see anatomy 
dracunculiasis (guinea-worm disease), 27 
dropsy, 59, 136, see also ascites 
Durga, 239 
Dwarkanath, C., 271 
dysentry, 46 
dyspepsia, 213 

ear disease, 161 
embryonic development, 52, 169 
Emmerick, Ronald, 265 
enema, 71 
epilepsy, 45, 119 
erysipelas, 136 f 
Esser, A. Albert M., 269 

fanning, 126 
fever, 15, 34-36, 150, 163, 222 

and bile, 146 
charms against, 136 
kinds of, 140 
ointment for, 39 
treatment of, 10 
and weather, 37 

Filliozat, Jean, 267 
flatulence, 47, 165 
food adversion, 15 
foot, disorders of, 131 
fractures, 72-75, 97, 204 

setting of, 9 
frog, 38 f 

Gandhari,42, 146 
Gandharvas, 17, 63, 102, 112, 186, 188, 249, 

251 
Ganga, 130 
ghee (clarified butter), 14, 15, 27, 30, 52, 62, 

65, 74, 128, 252 
Gotama, 125 
Grohmann, J. Virgil, 268 
Guerin, J. M. F., 265 

hair,233 
hair-loss, 86-89 
Hamilton, Alexander, 262 
Harappan Culture, 2 f 
headache, 150, 165, see also head disease 
head disease, 47, 48, 67, 104, 161 f, 222 
healer, 39, 45, 62 

characteristics of, 8, 97, 100, 241 
health, idea of, 8 
heart afflection, 29 
heart beat, 167 
hemorrhage, 80 
hemorrhoids, 168 
hemp, 173, 175 
herbs, 13, see also simples 
hereditary disease, 20 

Hermes and Ulysses, 172 
Hertel, Johannes, 270 
Hessler, Franciscus, 268 
Himalayas (Himavant), 43, 142, 151, passim 
Hippocrates, 34 

describes tetanus, 55 
Hoernle, A. F. Rudolf, 264 f 
horns (antlers), 22 f, 122 
horses, 241-2, see also sacrifice 
hrddyotti (hrdrogti), nature of, 29-31 
humors, 1, 175, 224, 226, 227 

imbalance of, 1 
hydrotherapy, 8, 10, 14, 26 f, 29, 128, 138, 

210, 235 f 
in Harappan Culture, 2 
cure of timfvii, 50 
cure of internal diseases, 90 ff 
cure of wounds, 76 

lk~vaka, 44, 158 
Ik~vaku, 60, 158 
immortality, drink of, 151 
incense, 14, passim 
incest, 170 
indigestion (stomach disorder), 125 
Indra, 5, 16, 56, 58, 63, 65, 69, 87 f, 92, 182, 

190 f, 197, 225, 233 
Indus Valley Civilization, 2, 22 f, 202, see also 

Harappan Culture 
inherited evil, 121 
insanity, 21, 62 f, 186-88 

cure for, 62 
two types of, 62 f 

Jamadagni, 69, 87, 89, 125 
jaundice, 27, 29-31, 33, 94, 133, 148, 161, 

167 
and takmtin, 35, 38 
charms against, 47 

jiiyifnya, nature of, 18 f 
Jlvaka Komarabhacca, 67 
Jolly, Julius, 268 f 
Jones, Sir William, 261 

Kala, 109 
Kafi, 239 
Kama, son of, 158 
Kamya, 44, 158 
Kal).va, 69 
Karambelkar, V. W., 275 
kasii (kiis), see cough 
Kasi, 145 
Kasyapa, 12, 125, 174 

spell of, 12, 16, 109, 194 
Kasyapa-clan, 104 
k~etriyti 

nature of, 20-24 
cure of, 21 f 

Kuhn, Adalbert, 268 
Kutumbiah, Pudipeddy, 273 f 
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lancing, 1 0, 84, see also boil 
laryngitis, 15 
leprosy, 20, 81, 94, 150 f, 217 
leukoderma, 32, 81 
Lietard, Gustave Alexandre, 266 
lockjaw, 172 
love potion, 40 

Magadhas, 42, 146 
magic, 181, passim 

sympathetic, 9, see also medicine, sym-
pathetic 

Mahavrsas, 41, 141 f 
malaria: 24, 45, 148 
malnutrition, 180 

and imfva; 49, 50 f 
mantra, 3, 10, 108 
Manu,92, 120,158 
Maruts, 5, 92 

troop of, 27, 127 
Matali, 92 n 12 
Matsya, 44, 158 
medicines 

allopathic, 38 
empirical, 8, 9 f, 79, 84 f, 229 
European, 39 
Galenic, 1 
Germanic, 68, 72 f, 88 
Harappan, 10 
Hippocratic, 1, 34 
homeopathic, 38 
magical and empirical, 70, 78, 82 
prehistoric, 1 
pre-Vedic, 1-4 
sources of, 4 f, 90 
sympathetic, 30, 38, 65, 77, 133, 148, 181, 

218 
Vedic, characteristics of, 7 f 

menstruation, 79 f, 214, 216 
Merseburg Spell, 72 f 
Meulenbeld, Garret Jan, 271 
miscarrage, 167 f, 170 
Mitra, 16,28,71, 130,133 

spells of, 16 
Mitra, Rajendraliil, 263 
Monier-Williams, Sir Monier, 263 
mosquito, anopheles, 34, 139 
Miijavants, 41, 143, 144 
Mukhopadhyaya, Girindranath, 272 
Milller, Friedrich Max, 262 
Milller, Reinhold F. G., 269 f 
mythology 

demon, 110 
disease, 9 
plant, 87, 97 f, 181 f, 206, 220, passim 

numbers, significance of, 223 

ointment, 14, 33, 50, passim 

pain, 46, 48, 55, 164 f, 172 
types of, 183 

Pa~anya,71, 196,254 
pharmaco~a,lndian,3,96,239 
phlegm, 1, 254 
phlegmatic disease, 134 f 
physician, see healer 
plants 

classification of, 250 
ecology of, 219, 221, see also herbs, simples 

plough, 120, 129 
poison, 164 

charms against, 130 
expulsion of, 47 
three sources of, 131 
treatment of, 10, 40 

Prajapati, 15, 191 
Puriir;tas, 194, 230 
purgative, 47 
Pfu?an, 199, 225 
pustules, 83, see also rash 

Raksohan, son of Brahmana, 168 
ripa~, nature of, 25-28 · 
rash, 82-86 

as symptom of takmin, 35 
Ray, Gangadhara, 271 
~bhu,74,201 

Reddy,D.V.Subba,273 
Rohini, 15, 31 
Roth; Rudolf, 262 f, 268 
Roy, P. C., 272 
Roy,Rammohan,263 
Royle, John Forbes, 264 
Rudra, 5, 34 n 4, 42, 45, 94, 95, 98, 140, 141, 

147, 236, 244 
Rudra's arrows, 93 f, 226 f, 256 
Rudra's disease, 93 ff 
Rudra's medicine, 93, 94 f, 212, 236 f 
Rudra's urine, 76, 212 

sacrifice 
of cow, 241 
in healing ritual, 14 
of horse, 7, 104 
of man, 7 

Sadanva-demons, 21 
Sakambhan, city of, 141 
salt, as treatment of sores, 10, 85 
Sambus, 44, 156 
Sarasvatl, 69 
Savitr, 14, 199 
Schlegel, Friedrich, 262 
seizure, 21, 186 
shaman, 23 
Sharma, Priyavrat, 274 f 
Sigerist, Henry, 270, 273 
simples, 96-102, 128 

acquisition of, 96 f 
preparation of, 97 
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employment of, 97 f 
see also herbs, plants 

sin, 13, 164, 250 
Sindhu, 1~27,92, 126 
sinew, 73 
Sinhjee, Sir Bhagavat, 272 
Siva, 3 
skin disorders, 18, 81-89, 94, 118, 221 

cure of, 81 f 
types of, 81 
see also rash, boil 

Soma, 5, 13, 15, 39, 41, 43, 44, 87, 89, 92, 
100, 102, 104, 112, 143, 150, 152, 154, 
156 f, 158, 227, 231, 241, 246 f, 249 

Soma-pressing, 115 
sore, treatment of, 10 
!pells, 13, see also charms 
Sriguru, 151 
Sun,231 

and sympathetic magic, 30 
worship of, 47 

Sunal;l5epa,60 
surgery, 10, 32 

Harappan, 3 ff 
used for head diseases, 67 
used for worms, 67 
used for urine retention, 70 

Siirya, 71 
Su5ruta, 1, 10, passim 
swellings, 48, 83, 131, 137, 162 

nature of, 32 f 
as symptom of takmtin, 35 
treatment of, 10, 32-33 

sympathetic magic, 181, 218, passim, see also 
medicine, sympathetic 

takmtin, 34-44, 142, 208 
charms against, 138, 140, 150 
symptoms of, 35 
types of, 36, 159 

teething, 172 
tetanus, 54-58 
Thite, G. U., 275 
time, 35, see also astrology 
toothworms, 68 
Tree Goddess, 3, 98, see also Arundhatl 
trepanation, 4, 67, see also surgery, Harappan 
Trikamji, Vaidya Jadavji, 271 
tumor, treatment of, 10 
Tvaf?tt, 199, 201 

ulcer, 136 
urine, as medicine, 94 
urine retention, 70 f, 195 f, 197 
U~s, 50 
uterus, 196, 215 

Varul)ll, 16, 28, 34 n 4, 41, 42, 59 ff, 71, 87, 
89, 99 f, 110, 130, 140, 141, 147, 211, 
233,246 

spells of, 16 
seizure by, 60 f 

Vasa, 44, 158 
Vata, 125 
vayu, 14 
venereal disease, 18 n 3 
Vasif?tha, 125 
v(skandha-stimskandha, nature of, 54-58 
V~vamitra, i25 
Visvedevas, 44, 125, 130 
Vitahavya, 87, 89, 233 
Vivrhan, 104 
Vogel, Claus, 270 f 
V~a, 156 

water, 139, see also hydrotherapy 
weather, 36, 45, 134, 147, 149, 150 
Webb, Allan, 266 
Wilhelm, August, 262 
Wilkins, Charles, 261 
Wilson, Horace H., 261, 262, 263 f 
wind, 1, 26, see also weather 
Wise, Thomas A., 264 
witchcraft, 56 ff, 170, 179, 180, 182,253, see 

also magic 
worms,64-69, 166,189-195 

in Germanic tradition, 68 
names of, 192 
treatment of, 65 f 
types of, 64-66 

wounds, 72-78, 93, 97 
treatment of, 10, 76 

Wujastyk, Dominik, 265 

ytik~ma 
nature of, 12-17, 105, 115, 163 
types of, 111, passim 

Yama, 34 n 4, 50, 75, 98, 100, 102, 147, 151, 
158, 187, 188, 202, 205, 246, 250 

Zimmer, Heinrich, 268 
Zimmer, Henry, 270 
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	kilā́sa (Discoloration of the Skin; Leukoderma)
	apacíts (Rash with Pustules)
	Hair-Loss


	III. MEDICINES
	Chapter 19 Water (áp)
	Chapter 20 jālāṣá, Rudra’s Medicine against Rudra’s Disease
	Chapter 21 Simples

	Textual Annotations
	Appendix I: Sanskrit Names of Plants with Botanical Equivalents
	Appendix II: Bibliographical Essay
	Specialized Bibliography
	Indices
	Index of Sanskrit Text-Places
	Index of Sanskrit Words
	General Index




