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Dedication
For out of olde feldes, as men seith,
Cometh al this newe corn fro yeer to yeer;
And out of olde bokes, in good feith,
Cometh all this newe science that men lere.
Geoffrey Chaucer
ca. 1340–1400, The Parlement of Foules
This celebrates the extraordinary life of John Sinkankas, who passed away on May 17th, 2002 at his San Diego home, after a brief illness. 
All of us in the industry are better professionals because of John’s words and work. His love of the earth has produced volumes of insight, scientific knowledge and wisdom. So we take time to honor this remarkable individual.
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	Original watercolor of Colombian emerald specimen by John Sinkankas


	


 

Renaissance Man
Born on May 15, 1915 in Patterson, New Jersey, John Sinkankas began his life-long love affair with minerals at age seven in the famous traprock quarries near his home.
After a 25-year career as a flyer with the US Navy, during which he rose to the rank of Captain, he devoted himself to his passion – rocks, minerals and gems. His first book on the subject was published in 1955 and since that time he has published 14 others.
In addition to his writing and flying, John was also a talented artist, with his watercolors featured in a number of his books. Two fine examples of his watercolors are featured in these pages.
The various titles John earned or was honored with over his long career would fill several pages, but a few are worth noting:
                  1982        –    Doctor of Philosophy, Honoris Causia, William Patterson College
                  1984        –    A new phosphate mineral was named sinkankasite in his honor
                  1985        –    Honorary membership in the Rochester (NY) Academy of Sciences
                  1988        –    Awarded the first individual Carnegie Mineralogical Award
Pilot, author, bibliophile, bookbinder, collector, artist, lapidary, historian, scholar – John Sinkankas was the epitome of the Renaissance man.
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	Marge and John Sinkankas, together with William Larson at John’s 85th birthday celebration. Photo courtesy of Robert Weldon.
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A Family Affair


On February 5, 1940, then Ensign John Sinkankas married his college sweetheart, Marjorie Jane McMichael in Key West, Florida. Thus began one of the most successful partnerships in the field of gems and minerals. 
John and his wife, Marjorie, have long shared a love of books. Together, they operated Peri Lithon Books, one of the country’s finest dealers in antiquarian books on the earth sciences. 
In 1988, their personal collection of over 13,000 items – more than 40 years in the making – was acquired by the Gemological Institute of America and today forms the foundation of the Richard T. Liddicoat Library. 
John is survived by his wife, Marjorie, and their four children: John William, Seattle, WA, 

                                                                                                      George Martin, Knoxville, TN, 

                                                                                                      Sharon Jane Tooley, San Diego, and 

                                                                                                      Marjorie Ellen Coates, Atlanta, GA. 

                                                                                                      They have also been graced by six grandchildren.
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	Original watercolor of Vietnamese ruby specimen by John Sinkankas


	


 

The Sinkankas Canon


Among the greatest authors in the field, John Sinkankas’ name was virtually synonymous with the world of gems and minerals. John penned over 100 articles and fifteen books on the subject. We are pleased to present the following pearls from the Sinkankas canon. Virtually all of these have gone through various printings and editions and each is a classic.
1955               Gem Cutting: A Lapidary’s Manual
1959–1997     Gemstones of North America. 3 Vols.
1961               Gemstones and Minerals: How and Where to Find Them
1964               Mineralogy for Amateurs
1968               Van Nostrand’s Standard Catalog of Gems
1972               Gemstones & Mineral Data Book
1981               Emerald and Other Beryls
1993               Gemology: An Annotated Bibliography. 2 Vols.
1994               Humboldt’s Travels in Siberia: 1837–1842
Highlights from The Life and Times of John Sinkankas

by

Jay L. Lininger
http://www.irocks.com/sinktext.htm

For out of olde feldes, as men seith, Cometh al this newe corn fro yeer to yeer; And out of olde bokes, in good feith, Cometh all this newe science that men lere.

Geoffrey Chaucer

ca. 1340–1400 The Parlement of Foules , Introduction

On the clear sunny afternoon of May 13, 2000, a group of California’s gem and mineral glitterati met on the grounds of the Pala International Properties in Fallbrook. The auspicious occasion which attracted the assembled guests, was the 85th birthday of John Sinkankas. The event was a spirited celebration designed to commemorate the achievements of a man whose contributions to mineralogy and gemology are truly significant.

Sinkankas. An uncommon name known to nearly every afficinado of minerals and gems, both in the United States and Europe. His "books and other articles" (to paraphrase one of his titles), are standard fare for people who are serious about either discipline. This writer has observed few worthwhile geoscience libraries which don’t contain at least one Sinkankas title. His books are especially esteemed for their ability to provide technical information in a clear and understandable fashion. John’s written words over the past five decades have been recognized through numerous awards and pladits; the birthday "mine bash" was simply the latest.

The contributions of John Sinkankas to the preservation of mineralogical history are also worthy of note. Among his written works favored by this writer are Humboldt’s Travels in Siberia (1837–1942) and a recent treatise on the Quaker naturalist, John Griscom. Another valuable effort was the founding of his company, Peri Lithon Books. This enterprise has dispersed a countless number of previously published titles to libraries, and mineral and gem enthusiasts around the world. By his own admission, Sinkankas noted to an earlier interviewer that, "One of the most important contributions that Marge and I have made to the earth sciences in the United States is to provide a source of materials via our Peri Lithon Books company which we run as a pair without any outside help." The initiation of this business was inspired by his own interest in book collecting which dates back to the late 1940s. He further revealed that his "books now occupy at least 400 feet of shelving or more than the length of a football field. The books are largely gemological-mineralogical although there are quite a few geological classics included." This, and many other "facets" of his service to mineralogical history made him an ideal biographical candidate for the pages of MATRIX.

The biographical sketch presented here is not the first to appear in print. Among others, a concise and well-written account by the late Richard S. Mitchell was published in the January–_February 1986 issue of ROCKS AND MINERALS, and another sketch was published by Si and Ann Fraizer in the JOURNAL OF THE GEO-LITERARY SOCIETY. The story published here will perhaps be a more detailed and illustrated account of his interesting life. That was made possible through the generosity and cooperation of John and Marge Sinkankas, who after a long period of contemplation, agreed to submit to a personal interview. The taped question and answer session was conducted in their picturesque San Diego home on February 13, 2000. Accompanying the spirited dialogue, was the unrestricted opportunity to peruse the extensive collection of Sinkankas photographs and subsequent permission to use any images which enhanced the article. The reader will undoubtedly appreciate the value of those illustrations and the impact they bring to the biographical sketch.

The writer first met John Sinkankas at a Geo-Literary Society meeting during the 1995 Tucson show. The long-standing custom of regular Geo-Lit members to dine afterward at a nearby Mexican bistro, brought me into close proximity, and an engaging conversation. John had been a charter subscriber to MATRIX, but our erratic schedule and feeble publishing efforts at that time, gave me no measure of comfort to be in his presence. His forward style and gravelly voice, undoubtedly hallmarks of his long military career, could be intimidating. Nevertheless, he and Marge turned out to be "down-to-earth", and a casual easedropper could not have discerned that they were anyone special. In the years that followed, I had the opportunity to get to know them better, and like the gathering of friends at the birthday celebration, gain an even better appreciation of their accomplishments.

The article presented here was not based solely upon the San Diego interview. Commentary was sought from a number of his closest friends and associates. Almost without exception, Sinkankas was held in the highest esteem, but the characteristic most often noted, was his drive for self-achievement. The interview revealed that this quality was established in his young boyhood. John began his adult life with a college education, but his degree was not in the field of geoscience. He drove himself to excel in this discipline. He drove himself to excel in journalism and graphics. He drove himself to excel in the lapidary arts. So effective were the results, one could conclude that Sinkankas had degrees in all these areas. Amazingly, the interview revealed that he considered the mastery of all these skills to be nothing out of the ordinary.

When the interview concluded, I realized I had dialogued with an extraordinary man and his lifemate. John Sinkankas is an accomplished mineralogist, gemologist, lapidarist, writer, artist, and book connoisseur . . . and through his writing he has found an effective forum for sharing it with his admirers.

The Formative Years

The Sinkankas saga began rather ironically in a region well-known to collectors for its production of fine mineral specimens. John Sinkankas was born in Paterson, New Jersey on May 15, 1915, the son of Lithuanian immigrants. His parents, Joseph and Domicele (Klimas) Sinkankas, had journeyed to the United States around the turn of the century. Joseph came from an agricultural background, but following the path of many eastern European emigrés, signed on as a miner in the coalfields of northeastern Pennsylvania. After serving several years in a dangerous occupation, the elder Sinkankas felt secure enough to establish a business in neighboring New Jersey.

It was in the natural environs of the Paterson countryside that young John first developed an interest in the natural sciences. The Paterson of the 1920s was a small industrial city nestled in the basalt hills of the Watching Mountains, west of New York City. Unlike the urban sprawl which now surrounds Pat-erson, the mildly rugged topography consisted of fields and marginal woodlands that hosted a wide assemblage of birds and wild-flowers.

Sinkankas attributes his love of nature to the nurturing and encouragement of his mother. His Lithuanian roots were grounded in the perception that one’s basic survival was connected to a reverence for all things natural. From his earliest remembrance, he became a collector of botanical specimens. This was conducted through the gathering and pressing of flowers and leaves. John’s mother further stimulated this interest by teaching him how to borrow botanical guidebooks from the Danforth Library. Through this influence, he learned how to identify his accumulation of specimens and thus established a pattern that would last a lifetime . . . to immerse himself in the best available books; to teach himself all that he could absorb; and finally, to impart knowledge to others.

It was on a botanical excursion, that John accidently stumbled into the world of minerals. He vividly recalled that moment, at about the age of seven or eight, that began as a Saturday morning excursion to search for the wild red columbine flowers which flourished in the acidic basalt soil of the neighborhood. Wondering into a rocky exposure known as the Lower New Street Quarry, John appeared on the scene just as a blast of dynamite dislodged a large ledge of rock. The youthful botanist stayed under cover until the dust cleared and the quarry blasters departed the scene. Cautiously approaching the pile of fresh rock, he was astounded to discover that it contained cavities filled with a beautiful green mineral, he would learn later to be prehnite. It was a defining moment he would recall with such clarity, that he could remember the damp clay smell that permeated the quarry air. And there were other species . . . perfect dog-tooth calcite crystals, lustrous modified cubes of apophyllite, brown sheaves of stillbite . . . natural artifacts that didn’t wither or need to be pressed under glass. Sinkankas shared with Richard Mitchell that these minerals proved "irresistibly fascinating and insured a lifelong interest in the Earth’s crust and it’s products."

Sinkankas continued his interest in many aspects of nature; he liked bird watching, fishing, and gathering plant specimens, but mineral collecting began to take a stronger preference. This was encouraged by Dr. James Morton, then curator of the Paterson Museum. Morton frequently led some of the local boys on organized field trips, under the banner of the Paterson Rambling Club. It was on one of these excursions, to the abandoned magnetite mines of northern New Jersey, that John encountered his first glimpse of mining history.

From his youngest years, Sinkankas developed an aptitude for art. It was a skill he would continue to cultivate throughout his young adult life, and one which would enhance his future efforts to illustrate his written words. John’s artistic talent wasn’t developed without some setbacks. He recounted to the writer, a third grade incident that taught him a lasting lesson at a young age. Challenged by a teacher who pitted him against another artistically talented student, John was required to render a drawing of the Greek statue, Diskobolus. He pain-stakingly created a faithful reproduction, but was dismayed when he lost the contest. It seems that the other student was "assisted" by his father, who showed him how to maculinize the otherwise, androgynous features of the statue. Thus, at a tender age, Sinkankas learned that life wasn’t always fair, even if you played by the rules. On another occasion, he came alarmingly close to permanently damaging the hand he would use for future rendering. His interest in chemistry had also produced a fascination with explosives. He severely burned his hand after placing a lead nitrate crystal on an anvil, and striking it with a hammer! Fortunately, he had the discernment not to put more than one crystal on the anvil.

Sinkankas also developed an early interest in aviation. The barn storming pilots of the 1920s were heroic and dashing figures in the life of a young boy, and John was fortunate to live in an area of notable aviation activity. He was able to visit airfields at Caldwell and Teterboro, New Jersey in order to watch the performance of famous flyers such as the Gates Flying Circus. With customary Sinkankas exuberance, he was soon building balsa wood aircraft models. John also built a replica of a German training glider, but a near disaster on his first solo flight in this machine, caused his father to forbid any further attempts at flying.

With all of the interests developed as a youth, John’s teenage years were a whirlwind of activity. He attended Eastside High School, where he received continued encouragement to pursue his interest in science and art, James Davenport, a teacher of English Literature instilled in Sinkankas, an appreciation of fine literature and the power of skillfully crafted words. These were lessons that exerted a lasting impact upon the teenage student; the seeds of desire for acquiring fine books and expressing his thoughts in the printed word had been planted in fertile ground. When John wasn’t collecting plants and minerals, flying model airplanes or creating artwork, he found time to play on the soccer team and participate in the school glee club. In the busy life of a teenager, this schedule of activities masked out the reality, that the country was caught up in the grip of a national depression.

John Sinkankas graduated in 1932, but faced a bleak future, as the job market was nonexistent, and his family was financially unable to send him off to college. Not to be thwarted, he found that through living at home and helping to support himself, he was able to enter New Jersey State Teachers College in Paterson. His desire was to become a teacher. While in college, he met the first female who was able to "penetrate the fortress" of activities that occupied his free time! Marjorie Jane McMichael, also a Paterson native, became his college sweetheart.

The college years were happy and productive ones, but as his 1936 graduation approached, John found that the job market continued to be bleak. It was about this same time, that the Dean of Men approached Sinkankas to share the news that the U.S. Navy was seeking some qualified students to enter the Air Cadet Program. This was the chance to pilot a real aircraft! It seemed to John, to be the opportunity of a lifetime. He quickly envisioned a plan to enter the program, learn to fly at government expense and then return to civilian life to become an airline pilot. He vividly recalled visiting the application office at 90 Church Street in Manhattan (more than 60 years after the event, Sinkankas recalled the address, without missing a beat). Once again, he found himself pitted against several formidable candidates, but this time the dice rolled in his favor. He was offered the singular appointment to the U.S. Navy Air Cadet Program.

The Military Service Years

The new air cadet took up his duties with great enthusiasm. After ten hours of instruction in the aged biplanes which then served as trainers, Sinkankas soloed at the US Naval Aviation Reserve Base at the Floyd Bennett Field near Brooklyn. This successful exercise won him an appointment to the U.S. Navy in the summer of 1936. Prior to leaving for his first duty station, the US Naval Air Station at Pensacola, Florida, he donated his mineral collection to the Paterson Museum. He recognized that for the immediate future, his interest in earth science would be subjugated to his new career in aviation.

After a period of intense training, Sinkankas won his wings. In 1937, he earned the designation of Naval Aviator Number 5390. That winter, he was ordered to duty with VP-19, a squadron flying seaplane patrol from the waters of Lake Washington, Seattle, Washington. Not long after, he was engaged in two advanced base operations conducted near Sitka, Alaska. The one time, land-locked New Jersey boy whose flying fantasies were fulfilled by others, was now living his dream. In 1939, Sinkankas was offered a transfer, and desiring a change of scene, accepted a new duty station in Coco Solo, in the Panama Canal Zone. From here, he participated in photographic and submarine reconnaissance missions to South America and the West Indies.

The newly appointed Ensign John Sinkankas, whose career was moving according to schedule, determined it was time to marry his college sweetheart. Marge shared with the writer, that she received his proposal by telegram and promptly accepted. The marriage took place at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Key West, Florida on February 5, 1940. The 25 year-old groom, arranged for military sponsored housing, and shortly after, Marjorie relocated to the Canal Zone.

Less than a year after their marriage, the infamous attack on the naval installations at Pearl Harbor plunged the nation into the expanding web of World War II. John was immediately reassigned to Floyd Bennett Field as an instructor, and then assigned to a seaplane patrol squadron, which was eventually based at Argentia, Newfoundland. This led to many miles of reconnaissance in an active theater of war, but fortunately Sinkankas was not fired upon. Later reassigned to airbases in Greenland, he had the opportunity to visit the famous cryolite occurrence at Ivigtut. Here he collected several flats of minerals which he promptly dispatched to the Paterson Museum. Some years later, and in response to an article in THE MINERALOGICAL RECORD (V2N1, 1971) by his friend Neal Yedlin, Sinkankas wrote:

"When I was in Greenland during W.W. II, Colonel Bernt Balchen wanted to go to Ivigtut for a day and buttonholed me for the job. The flight was from our base at the inner end of Tunigdliarfik Fjord, inland from Juliaanehaab, and just a short hop across a tongue of the Ice Cap. When we got there _I was put out to discover that there was _no place to anchor the seaplane (PBY-Catalina), so we did the next best thing, taxied up very slowly to an enormous sea buoy used to hold the cryolite vessels in position off the precipitous beach (of rocks) while they were being loaded from an overhead loader, and tied up to it. A Coast Guard cutter that happened to be there came over with its whaleboat and took us in. I found out right away that there was no collecting in the pit, and actually I was not particularly interested because it was all just a mass of pure white cryolite, and naturally uninteresting mineralogically. Instead I found just to the east of the installation along the fjord edge a grass-overgrown ancient dump which contained the "crud" worked off the surface of the pegmatite body to expose clean ore beneath.

This dump is still there! Probably it has more of interest mineralogically than the later mine ever had. All of it was cryolite beautifully contaminated with the accessory minerals that you mention in your _article. Because of the severe climate, it is covered only by a thin coating of easily-dislodged grass! It falls off into the deep water of the fjord which brings to mind the intriguing possibility of another Laurion situation, except this time applied to the cryolite and accessory minerals!"

On another occasion, he was operating at a remote site above the Arctic Circle along the shores of the Sondrestrom Fjord. Having some time on his hands, he wondered about the beach and came across a large micaceous boulder studded with a rose-colored garnet. Sinkankas recovered some specimens. Unsure of the identification, he shipped samples to the noted garnet expert, John Trainer. The species was identified by Trainer as rhodolite, a varietal mixture of spessartite and almandine. The discovery was only the second known occurrence, after the type locality near Franklin, North Carolina.

After the tour in Greenland, Ensign Sinkankas was transferred to Pensacola, and appointed commanding officer of the patrol seaplane training squadron. Subsequent tours of duty included staff assignments in Adak and Kodiak, Alaska. From here, he had the opportunity to answer a call from the Naval Aircraft Factory, Philadelphia concerning ideas on how to construct non-damaging arresting barriers on aircraft carriers. Possessing a gregarious personality, he found the variety of assignments to his liking, and concluded that a full-time naval career was his best option. Sinkankas became a "lifer."

The cessation of hostilities brought a measure of tranquility to the Sinkankas household. John once again found time to renew his interest in earth science. He found it difficult to build and maintain a mineral collection because of his navy career. The housing requirements and frequent packing and unpacking of fragile mineral specimens made it impractical at best. It was then that he determined to turn his attention to lapidary. His usual degree of high self-motivation came into effect, and he decided to enroll in a correspondence course. John undertook a full course load from the Gemological Institute of America (GIA) and the American Gem Society (AGS). This was an ideal process, because he could conduct his studies from anywhere in his travels. And his travels offered many opportunities to observe gem mining, cutting and marketing around the world. Through the correspondence courses and the hands-on experience, he soon earned the accreditation of certified gemologist.

By 1947, he began to experiment with gem cutting, mostly by trial and error. Appalled by the lack of published instructional materials, and envisioning a real future opportunity, Sinkankas began gathering material for an amateur guide to lapidary. In 1948, he began writing a regular feature for ROCKS AND MINERALS magazine. The feature was welcomed by publisher Peter Zodac, who was constantly searching for interesting information. Published under the heading of THE AMATEUR LAPIDARY, the column offered useful and instructive information, in an interesting style. Sinkankas honored his commitment to the column which ran for more than a decade. In the course of eight years, he authored 33 articles that covered a wide range of topics from gem cutting material locations around New York City to jade cutting in Hong Kong.

The importance of these articles toward the advancement of his career as an author, is worthy of note. It must be remembered that Sinkankas had no formal journalistic training prior to the development of the series. THE AMATEUR LAPIDARY became the trial and error period in which to polish his style and gauge the reader reaction. Another important aspect of John’s literary career (and refined during this decade), was the proficiency he gained in research. This writer interviewed several of Sinkankas’ long time associates, hoping to glean additional insights into the successful development of his long career. Without exception, each noted his extraordinary capacity for research and gleaming technical knowledge. The historical author Gary L. Moulton, once told a class of students that the greatest "asset" for a successful researcher, is an iron butt. If that be the case, commented one of John’s friends, "then Sinkankas must have buns of steel!"

Good research requires good sources of reference, and the need for easily accessible reference sources became the catalyst for establishing a collection of books. Sinkankas began assembling a collection in the 1940s, with particular emphasis on gem books. It would eventually become the finest private collection of gemology titles in the United States.

About this stage of his career, _the newly appointed Commander Sinkankas was reassigned to the area of Washington, DC. This enabled him to develop a number of close friendships within the east coast mineralogical community. Among them, was the well-known micromounter Neal Yedlin and the Smithsonian Mineralogy Curator, William F. Foshag. The latter friendship offered John the opportunity to obtain numerous samples of minerals, for cutting purposes, that were not usually considered to be _gem materials. The creative side of Sinkankas was challenged by the possibilities, and as each new species was put to the blade and wheel, he dutifully recorded the results. In turn, worthwhile information was shared with his readers. One example was entitled "Unusual Gemstones" (ROCKS AND MINERALS, Vol. 28, 1953).

John was also able to engage in regional field collecting as well. Favorite locations included the Rutherford Mine at Amelia, Virginia, and the Line Pit, a 19th century chrome mine located on the Pennsylvania-Maryland border. In both localities, he recovered worthwhile cutting material.

Washington life offered, at least temporarily, a stationary home life. Marge Sinkankas told the writer, that for the first ten years of their married life, she had virtually nothing to do with minerals. She was too busy having babies . . . eventually bearing four children; two sons and two daughters.

John’s gem cutting and gem writing activities did not go unnoticed by the publishing community. Observing a growing interest in amateur earth science, the Princeton publishing company, D. Van Nostrand decided to publish a series of related textbooks. Senior editor, Norman Hood was familiar with the Sinkankas articles and approached John about authoring a new lapidary book for the serious gem cutting hobbyist. The request was both a tribute and a golden opportunity for the naval officer, and he poured all his free time into the preparation of a manuscript. While the book manuscript was being developed, Sinkankas was given the assignment as Executive Officer aboard the aircraft carrier, USS Saipan. The ship experienced a prolonged stay in Japan during the closing months of the Korean War, and climaxed the journey with a cruise around the world. His off-duty hours were occupied with the continuing preparation of the manuscript. Sinkankas shared with the writer, his need to maintain a measure of secrecy about his authoring activities. Although he was within his rights to occupy his personal time in his own way, in the macho world of the active military, an avocation such as gem cutting would not have been perceived as "manly."

In 1955, D. Van Nostrand published the 413 page book entitled, GEM CUTTING—A LAPIDARY’S MANUAL. The publication was an instant success and prompted the publisher to further encourage John to continue his writing. Sinkankas had been contemplating a rewrite and update of Kunz’ GEMSTONES OF NORTH AMERICA, an important reference work more than 80 years out-of-print. With the publisher in full accord, he set about to organize and author the book which many consider to be his opus magnum. It took three years to develop the manu-script, and most of the important locations were personally visited and described in a fashion that added to the authenticity of the text.

GEMSTONES OF NORTH AMERICA, a 675 page book (and the first of a three volume series) was published in 1959. Almost instantly, Sinkankas was propelled into the role of a leading gem authority. D. Van Nostrand had every reason to be gratified with the sales, and the military officer, still in his mid-thirties was on the cusp of a future career as an author.

In the midst of his research and writing, Sinkankas did not neglect his efforts at gem cutting; quite the contrary, his skills continued to sharpen. As a youth visiting the Morgan Hall _of Gems, American Museum of Natural History, he had greatly admired _a large blue faceted topaz cut by _Anthony Espositer. At that time, he vowed he would someday duplicate the effort. Successfully experimenting with a number of large stones, he devised his own method. In order to enable him to efficiently accomplish this giant-sized cutting, he arranged for the manufacture of a special faceting machine, which was half again the size of a normal unit. This effort produced some spectacular results. Most of the large gems went to museums. Among the most outstanding in the Smithsonian gem collection are a 2,054 carat golden beryl, a 3,273 carat blue topaz, a 4,500 carat smokey quartz "egg" and the most spectacular example, a 7,000 carat rock crystal egg. This gigantic specimen, mounted on a gold display base, became the image featured on a customized book plate which he utilized in his growing book collection.

By 1960, John Sinkankas was poised at the pinnacle of success. He had gotten there by sheer will and self-motivation. Many awards and accolades were beginning to come his way. Among them was election to membership in the prestigious Cosmos Club of Washington, DC and election as a Fellow in the Mineralogical Society of America. He also had another book deal in the works. This multi-talented man, having attained the military rank of Captain was now at a crossroads in his life. After serving almost 25 years of honorable duty to his nation, he was ready to face retirement.

The Retirement Years

In the private sector, the word retirement generally points to an individual within the age range of 62 through 65. In the military, a 25-year career can be dramatically different for someone who began their service at a young age. Thus, when John Sinkankas retired at age 46, he was in the prime of his physical and intellectual years.

In the years preceding his (planned) retirement, John once again gained a renewed interest in mineralogy. His publisher encouraged him along these lines, and the year of his military retirement in 1961, also saw the release of his new title GEMSTONES AND MINERALS: HOW AND WHERE TO FIND THEM. This 387 page book, "Dedicated to my wife Marjorie" once again reflected in depth research, but written in a style and format that was useful and understandable by new gem and mineral collectors. It would be the initial endeavor in a sequence of a dozen more textbooks that he authored over the next three decades.

During the recorded interview, Sinkankas described the motivation that led to the format in this first of several instructional textbooks. He recalled his youthful years in Paterson, and the impact of books such as the FIELD BOOK OF COMMON ROCKS AND MINERALS by Frederick B. Loomis and GETTING ACQUAINTED WITH MINERALS by George L. English. Once having mastered these fundamental introductory texts, he found little intermediate information available before the leap into the Dana textbook series.

Applying the simple logic that none of the current crop of textbooks addressed the need for basic collecting information, John crafted GEMSTONES AND MINERALS: HOW AND WHERE TO FIND THEM, to do just that. He addressed every aspect, from the proper collecting tools and obtaining valid locality information to the preparation, storage, cataloging and exhibiting of mineral specimens. The book was well-received by the collecting community, and it is fair to characterize it as the first of a whole new genre of mineral book. That it was a popular selling title, is evidenced by the fact that, it is the most frequently found Sinkankas title in the used book shops, some 40 years after its publication.

John and Marge were now able to plan for their first truly permanent home and they elected to move to San Diego, California. The choice was logical for a number of reasons. San Diego hosted a large contingent of Navy retirees, and support services from the military were close at hand. As a gem enthusiast, John welcomed the chance to live in the most productive gem producing region of the country, and San Diego County was in the heart of it all. After some tough assignments in places such as Alaska and Greenland, the mild temperate weather would also be a welcome benefit. John also nurtured a continuance of his education, and was attracted by the newly organized University of California/San Diego.

The Sinkankas’ chose a spacious and airy contemporary house in the hills above San Diego. Here in a cloistered setting, they were able to create an environment that reflected their interest in gemology and mineralogy. Expansive library shelving and specimen display areas were installed. Lapidary equipment and cutting facilities were assigned a place of prominence. John installed a spacious office, equipped with microscopes, finishing tools, archival storage and plenty of room to read, research and write. The walls blossomed with beautiful gem and mineral graphics, as well as being a showcase for the accumulating awards he had earned.

Between 1961 and 1963, Sinkankas accepted a position of editor on the staff of LAPIDARY JOURNAL. At that time the magazine was under the direction of Hugh Leiper, and John poured much effort into the authorship of 14 articles on gems and gem cutting. During the same period he served as a research assistant in mineralogy at the Scripps Institute of Oceanography, where he worked on lunar samples. He also found time to enroll as a special student at the University of California where he studied mathematics and languages. Sinkankas was thriving on new challenges during his "retirement!"

By the beginning of 1963, John Sinkankas decided upon a change of direction for his creative energies. Perhaps for the sake of brevity, earlier biographical sketches have lightly touched on the influence of Marjorie Sinkankas upon the activities of her husband. As the interview unfolded, it became clear to the writer just how influential and supportive she had been in the growth of his career. Here in the mineralogically-charged atmosphere of their home it became apparent to me that they were best of friends; so close in fact, that he could begin a sentence, and she could complete it. And vice-versa. Looking back to the early 60s, Marge recounted that in spite of a busy and productive period, she could sense discontent on the part of her husband. Knowing his strong and independent personality, she encouraged him to sever his ties with specific publishing organizations. She felt his creative writing would be enhanced if he devoted full time to his own books and articles. Fortunately for the mineral and gem world, he followed her advice.

Sinkankas and Field Collecting

It will come as little surprise to the reader, to discover that John Sinkankas pursued an active field collecting career, in addition to his other gemological and mineralogical pursuits. The scope of his field collecting accomplishments are too extensive for this limited biographical sketch, but some highlights are presented. An active field collector since the closing days of World War II, his pace increased rather significantly in 1961. He had a particular _interest in pegmatites, but enjoyed collecting most any type of mineral-producing occurrence.

During his active field collecting years, Sinkankas owned interests in several specimen and gem producing occurrences. Among them were the Rutherford Mine, Amelia, Virginia and the Esmeralda Mine, San Diego County, California. The accuracy of his powers of observation were underscored when he discovered the rare species hamburgite during one of his mining expeditions. While working the Little Three topaz claim near Ramona, California, Sinkankas recovered and identified the beryllium fluoroborate for the first time in an American location. As frequently happens with a "break-through" new species, hambergite was later discovered in several other California locations.

Sinkankas was not a mutually exclusive collector. He developed many warm and lasting friendships with active collectors from southern California, and shared many field trips with these associates. Noted dealer Bill Larson recalls first meeting John, when he was a 14 year-old collector visiting the famous benitoite mine near the headwaters of the San Benito River. A complete list of these field partners was impossible to reconstruct, but several included Bill Woynar, Harold Noble, Bill Granzow, Bruce R. Lee, Josie Scripps, Paul Halter, Roy Kepner, Norm and Vi Dawson and Louis Spaulding. A random sample of Sinkankas field trip photographs are featured in the photo diary shown on pages 190–192.

The 1970s developed into exciting years for mineralogy. As the hobby grew, it reached out in an attempt to be more national in scope. The founding of the organization, Friends of Mineralogy helped the cause, and the periodicals, THE MINERALOGICAL RECORD (newly founded) and ROCKS AND MINERALS (newly revitalized) served the science and hobby as never before. Many people credit three more Sinkankas books with helping to fuel the growing interest in gems and minerals. These titles were MINERALOGY FOR AMATEURS (1964), MINERALOGY: A FIRST COURSE (1967) and VAN NOSTRAND’S STANDARD CATALOG OF GEMS (1968).

The Sinkankas list of achievements continued to grow at a steady pace. John’s personal collection of books exceeded 3,000 items, and because he was a well-known collector, the opportunity to obtain many more books became available. He frequently was offered the chance to acquire entire libraries. Not unlike mineral collectors who become dealers in order to dispose of duplicate specimens, John and Marge decided to become antiquarian book dealers. Not only would the new venture help defray the ever increasing costs of fine and rare books, it would open the opportunity for others to enjoy out-of-print, and difficult-to-find titles. The new venture became a cottage industry which could be operated from their home, and on their terms. John desired a creative and memorable name for the new company. Tapping into his reservoir of historical knowledge, he chose the name Peri Lithon, adopted from the Greek title of Theophratus’ book ON STONES. In order to warehouse their extensive inventory, an addition was added on to their home. Marge Sinkankas took on the role of business manager, in order to allow John the necessary time to continue his writing. As the 70s drew to a close, John was researching and writing the second extensive work of his lifetime. The new title, soon to be synonymous with the Sinkankas name, was EMERALDS AND OTHER BERYLS.

Sinkankas: The Legendary Years

In 1980, John Sinkankas turned 65 years old. A normal retirement age for most, John had already accomplished a second career in his almost 20 years of "retirement." He was a man who had achieved success on every avenue of geoscience that he had attempted. Looking back over the years, Sinkankas could reflect on a long list of job descriptions: pilot, military officer, world traveler, author, artist, lapidarist, historian, field collector, scholar and antiquarian book dealer. He could safely be described as a Renaissance man. In 1981, his EMERALDS AND OTHER BERYLS was published in a 665 page book by the Chilton Book Company. It quickly became a standard on the subject.

In 1982, Sinkankas was awarded Doctor of Philosophy, Honoris Causa, from William Paterson University of New Jersey. In 1983, the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies presented him with their Scholarship Foundation Award, not surprisingly, because of his contributions to mineralogical education and knowledge. In 1984, the retired captain was honored with a major award, the naming of the new mineral species, sinkankasite. In describing the new manganese aluminum phosphate from Keystone, South Dakota, the authors (Peacor, Dunn, Roberts, Campbell and Simmons) stated that "We take great pleasure in naming this new mineral in honor of Dr. John Sinkankas, in recognition of his numerous contributions to mineralogy, in particular the many books he has authored and his many diverse efforts on behalf of the education of amateur mineralogists."

It was clear that the field of mineralogy fully recognized his contributions. That same year, his original work, GEM CUTTING—A LAPIDARY’S MANUAL completed its third edition. Awards continued to arrive. In 1985, he was named an honorary member in the Rochester Academy of Sciences. In 1986, he co-authored with Peter G. Read, another work entitled simply: BERYL.

In 1988, John and Marge made a momentus decision. They allowed their 40-year collection of gem books and memorabilia, now in excess of 14,000 items, to be acquired by the Gemological Institute of America. This important collection of valuable research materials had become the finest of its kind, public or private in the United States. It was a prudent move, directed towards keeping it intact, and available for valid research _in the future. Today the collection forms the foundation of the Richard T. Liddicoat Library. One final award in 1988, though little known, was the dedication of the first issue (VINI) of MATRIX. Quoting the words of the founding editor, Lawrence Conklin, "This first issue of MATRIX is dedicated to Clifford Frondel and John Sinkankas; the former because of his historical writings and the latter for the same reason plus his efforts in distributing historical literature through his company Peri Lithon."

A Summation

As the reader is aware, MATRIX was established for the sole purpose of publishing information related to the history of mineralogy. By design, much of what we present involves the human aspect of the science and hobby of minerals. The subscribers of this publication have indicated on many occasions, that the biographical sketches of important mineral people are valued. The majority of MATRIX readership are advanced mineral collectors, and published biographies focus upon important contributors to the hobby as well as the science. That is why John Sinkankas, like Benjamin Shaub, Louis Moyd, Arthur Montgomery and others deserved to be featured.

Consider the dilemma of this publisher. The flight from Tucson to San Diego is a short one, but enough time to contemplate the difficulty in attempting to produce a "sketch" of one whose achievements are so numerous, it would a book the size of EMERALDS AND OTHER BERYLS to present them in some detail. I met with John and Marge at the 2000 Tucson Show in order to structure an outline for the interview. Reviewing my notes on the flight to California, I realized the seven decades of his mineral life could not adequately be covered in a 17 page article; it would merely be a sketch. When one has been recognized with so many honors and awards, how does a writer prepare a sketch that doesn’t sound patronizing? It probably can’t be accomplished.

As the reader will note, this biographical sketch didn’t provide many details of John’s life in the 1990s. Entering his eighth decade seemed not to slow him down. At least four more books were authored; one of them, GEMOLOGY: AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY (1993) published in two volumes containing 1179 pages! John and Marge also obtained an interest in the Geoscience Press, so as to keep their hand in the field of publishing. They continue to operate Peri Lithon Books with the same fervor as they did 30 years ago. I came away from the interview with hours of audio tape and a tablet full of notes. Condensing all of the information was a bit overwhelming, but I was particularly struck by one thought that remained long after the meeting was concluded. It was simply, that John Sinkankas possesses a remarkable mind; and supported by an equally remarkable lifemate, he has challenged his mind over many decades in acquiring, organizing and dispersing knowledge and information for the benefit of the geosciences. He seems to have accomplished every goal set before him. It was little wonder then, that the nearly 200 assembled guests at Fallbrook found reason to commemorate the exploits of a living legend.

Dona Leicht summarized it best when she stated "there is no gauge by which one can measure John Sinkankas’ contributions toward making mineralogy an interesting, stimulating, understandable and enjoyable pastime or profession, for many people. Those of us who have an interest in minerals are indeed fortunate to have him among us."
A Bibliography of Books Written by John Sinkankas

 1. Gem Cutting—A Lapidary’s Manual. Princeton: D. Van Nostrand Co, 1955, 413 pp.

 2. Gemstones of North America. Princeton: D. Van Nostrand Co, 1959, 675 pp.

 3. Gemstones and Minerals—How and Where to Find Them. Princeton: D. Van Nostrand Co, 1961, 387 pp.

 4. Gem Cutting—A Lapidary’s Manual. 2nd edition. Princeton: D. Van Nostrand Co, 1962, 297 pp.

 5. Mineralogy for Amateurs. Princeton: D. Van Nostrand Co, 1964, 585 pp.

 6. Mineralogy: A First Course. Princeton: D. Van Nostrand Co, 1966, 587 pp.

 7. Van Nostrand’s Standard Catalog of Gems. Princeton: D. Van Nostrand Co, 1968, 286 pp.

 8. Prospecting for Gemstones and Minerals. 2nd edition of No 3 above. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Co, 1970, 397 pp.

 9. The Studio Handbook of Minerals by Hellmuth Boegel, revised and edited by John Sinkankas. New York: Viking Press, 1971, 307 pp.

10. Gemstone and Mineral Data Book. New York: Winchester Press, 1972, 346 pp. Reprinted by Macmillan Publishing Co, 1974. Reprinted by Geoscience Press, 1988.

11. Gemstones of North America. Vol I (reprint of No 2 above)_1_Vol II. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Co, 1976, 675, 494 pp.

12. Emerald and Other Beryls. Radnor: Chilton Book Co, 1981, 665 pp.

13. Gem Cutting—A Lapidary’s Manual. 3rd edition. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Co, 1984, 365 pp.

14. Beryl. by John Sinkankas and Peter G. Read. London: Butterworths, 1986, 225 pp.

15. Rukovodstvo po Obrabotke Dragotsennykh i Podelochnykh Kamney [Handbook for Working Precious and Ornamental stones]. Transl. 3rd edit. Gem Cutting. Moskva: Mir, 1989, 424 pp.

16. Gemology: An Annotated Bibliography. Metuchen, NJ, Scarecrow Press, 1993, 2 vols., 1179 pp.

17. Humboldt’s Travels in Siberia (1837–1842), The Gemstones by Gustav Rose. Translation and commentary by John Sinkankas. Edited by George Sinkankas. Phoenix, Arizona: Geoscience Press, 1994. 80 p., illust.

18. Standard Catalog of Gem Values. With Anna M. Miller. Tucson, AZ, Geoscience Press, 1994, 271 pp. Second edit. of Van Nostrand’s Standard Catalog of Gems, 1968 (see above).

19. Gemstones of North America. Vol. 3. Tucson, AZ, Geoscience Press, 1997. xvi, 527 p.
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John Sinkankas 
(1915-2002)

John Sinkankas was primarily self-taught, both as a mineral artist and as a mineralogist, but excelled at both endeavors. His textbook Mineralogy for Amateurs (1964) became a standard work for decades, and his watercolor paintings of gem minerals are remarkably refined in their knowledge of light interactions in transparent materials. He was born in Paterson, New Jersey on May 15, 1915, the son of Lithuanian immigrant parents, and showed a proficiency in art at an early age. He began collecting botanical specimens, but discovered minerals in a local quarry at the age of seven and instantly became a life-long mineral enthusiast. He received a bachelor's degree from the New Jersey State Teacher's College in 1936, following which he joined the Navy and became a career pilot for the next 25 years, rising to the rank of Captain. His interest in minerals broadened to include gems and gemology; shortly after the end of World War II he enrolled in correspondence courses from the Gemological Institute of America and the American Gem Society, cutting his first stones in 1947 and becoming a self-taught master lapidary.

John retired from the military in 1961, and he and his wife Marge settled in the San Diego area, in close proximity to the many pegmatite mineral localities in San Diego County. He became a prolific author of works aimed at the amateur lapidary and mineral collector, including Gem Cutting—A Lapidary's Manual (1955), the encyclopedic Emerald and Other Beryls (1981), Gemology: An Annotated Bibliography (1993), and the three-volume series Gemstones of North America (1959, 1976, and 1997), among many other books and articles. In the process of researching his many writing projects he became a bibliophile, operating a rare-book business (Peri Lithon books) out of his home for many years and building a 14,000-volume personal library of gem and mineral books (acquired by the Gemological Institute of America in 1988). He was awarded an honorary doctorate from William Paterson University in 1982, was honored by the naming of the new mineral species sinkankasite in 1984, and was presented with the Carnegie Mineralogical Award in 1988.

John's mineral art was produced primary in order to provide some illustrations for his books; pen-and-ink drawings appeared in Mineralogy for Amateurs (among others) and his watercolors were used principally in the first volume of Gemstones of North America and Emerald and Other Beryls, which contain reproductions of 20 of his paintings.

W.E.W.
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Beryl from Riverside County, California
Watercolor on paper (1981), painted from a 13.8-cm crystal in the William Larson collection; published in Emerald and Other Beryls (1981).




Red Beryl from the Wah Wah Mountains, Utah
Watercolor on paper (1981), painted from a 2.6-cm crystal in the F. John Barlow collection; published in Emerald and Other Beryls (1981).




Yellow-green Beryl from the Diamantina District, Brazil
Watercolor on paper (1981), painted from a 4.5-cm crystal in the William Larson collection; published in Emerald and Other Beryls (1981). 




Morganite Beryl from Brazil
Watercolor on paper (1981), painted from a 6-cm crystal cluster in the William Larson collection; published in Emerald and Other Beryls (1981).




Emerald in Schist from Transvaal, South Africa
Watercolor on paper (1981), painted from a 9-cm specimen in the collection of the artist; published in Emerald and Other Beryls (1981).




Brazilian Beryl Crystals
Watercolor on paper (1981), painted from three crystals, the largest of which measures 7.7 cm, from the collection of William Larson; published in Emerald and Other Beryls (1981).



Aquamarine Beryl from Adun Chilon, Transbaikalia, Russia
Watercolor on paper (1981), painted from a 12.3-cm crystal in the William Larson collection; published in Emerald and Other Beryls (1981).



Aquamarine Beryl Crystals from Klein Spitzkoppe, Namibia
Watercolor on paper (1981), painted from two crytals, the largest of which measures 5.4 cm, from the William Larson collection; published in Emerald and Other Beryls (1981).



Amazonite from Crystal Peak, Colorado
Watercolor on paper (1959), painted from an 8.9-cm specimen, presumably in the collection of the artist; published in volume 1 of Gemstones of North America (1959).




Elbaite crystal from the Tourmaline King mine, Pala, California
Watercolor on paper (1959), (size and owner unspecified); published in volume 1 of Gemstones of North America (1959).



Elbaite Crystals from the Himalaya Mine, Mesa Grande, California
Watercolor on paper (1959), (size and owner unspecified); published in volume 1 of Gemstones of North America (1959).




Blue Elbaite from the Tourmaline Queen Mine, Pala, California
Watercolor on paper (1959), (size and owner unspecified); published in volume 1 of Gemstones of North America (1959).




Elbaite from the Tourmaline King Mine, Pala, California
Watercolor on paper (1959), painted from a 14-cm crystal, presumably from the collection of the artist; published in volume 1 of Gemstones of North America (1959).




Variscite Nodule from Fairfield, Utah
Watercolor on paper (1959), (size and owner unspecified); published in volume 1 of Gemstones of North America (1959).
John Sinkankas, 87; authority on gems and minerals, writer
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By Jack Williams 
STAFF WRITER 

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/uniontrib/sun/metro/news_1m2sinkanka.html

June 2, 2002 


To mineral and gem enthusiasts, John Sinkankas was No. 1 in his field: a collector, connoisseur, author and watercolorist whose knowledge of earth sciences seemed as boundless as his curiosity. 

To veteran San Diego bookseller Chuck Valverde, he was "a Renaissance man in contemporary clothing." 

Mr. Sinkankas, who sold and donated much of his personal collection of gem-related items to the Gemological Institute of America in Carlsbad, died May 17 at Green Hospital of Scripps Clinic. He was 87. 

He had been in declining health due to heart, lung and back problems, said his daughter, Sharon Tooley. 

A prolific writer and illustrator, Mr. Sinkankas wrote more than 15 books and more than 100 articles on gems and minerals over five decades. His two-volume "Gemology: An Annotated Bibliography," is considered the most comprehensive in its field, a work that "he will be forever known for," said Bill Larson, a gemstone connoisseur who owns Pala International Inc. in Fallbrook. 

Mr. Sinkankas' "Gemstones of North America, Volume III," published in 1997, updated previous versions in 1959 and 1976 and is considered an invaluable reference tool. 

The first volume established Mr. Sinkankas as a leading gem authority, arguably the most influential since the late George F. Kunz of Tiffany's fame. 

Amid his research and writing, Mr. Sinkankas continued his hands-on fascination with the field as a gem cutter. He devised a faceting machine, half again the size of a conventional unit, and carved such gems as a 7,000-carat quartz egg and a 2,054-carat golden beryl. Both are featured in Smithsonian's Natural History Museum. 

In 1984, a new phosphate mineral was named Sinkankasite in recognition of his contributions to the field. 

With his wife, Marjorie, Mr. Sinkankas operated Peri Lithon Books, specializing in rare and out-of-print publications, mostly in the earth sciences. 

In 1988, the Gemological Institute of America acquired his 40-year collection of gem books and memorabilia exceeding 14,000 items. The collection represents the core of the institute's Richard T. Liddicoat Library, one of the largest of its kind in the world. 

Mr. Sinkankas, a native of Paterson, N.J., became fascinated with gems and minerals at age 7. Exploring the traprock quarries of the Paterson countryside, he discovered cavities in piles of fresh rock that contained luminous green minerals. 

He also developed an aptitude for art in his youth that would enable him to illustrate his written words. 

Another passion was aviation. 

After graduating in 1936 from New Jersey State Teachers College in Paterson, Mr. Sinkankas was accepted into the U.S. Navy Air Cadet program. He earned his wings in 1937 and rose to captain before retiring from active duty in 1961. 

During World War II, he served as a flight instructor at Floyd Bennett Field in New York and flew reconnaissance missions in a seaplane patrol squadron based in Newfoundland. 

After enrolling in a correspondence course provided by the Gemological Institute of America and the American Gem Society, he began experimenting with gem cutting. By 1948, he was contributing to Rocks And Minerals magazine. 

He settled in Pacific Beach upon leaving the military and accepted a position as editor of the Lapidary Journal. 

Valverde, the dean of San Diego booksellers, once asked Mr. Sinkankas to conduct a University of California Extension class in book illustrations, he recalled. 

"His lecture on that subject was a profound adventure. He was willing to share his extraordinary knowledge and had great interest in, and knowledge of, books in general. 

"Each time I had a discussion with him, I was dumbfounded by his wealth of knowledge. Everybody who met him considered it a pleasure and learning experience." 

Mr. Sinkankas' interests included music, theater and gardening. "He was high energy," Tooley said. "And curious about everything." 

Survivors include his wife, Marjorie; daughters, Sharon Tooley of San Diego and Marjorie Coates of Troutville, Va.; sons, John of Los Angeles and George of Knoxville, Tenn; a brother, William of Oklahoma City; nine grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren. 

A memorial celebration is scheduled from 4 to 7 p.m. June 29. For more information, call the Gemological Institute of America at (800) 421-7250. 

Donations are suggested to the Richard T. Liddicoat Gemological Library, Attn: Dona Dirlam, 5345 Armada Drive, Carlsbad, CA 92008. 



Jack Williams: (619) 542-4587; jack.williams@uniontrib.com 
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John & Marjorie Sinkankas Collection

John and Marjorie Sinkankas Gemological and Mineralogical Collection
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At the nucleus of the Richard T. Liddicoat Library is the world-renowned John and Marjorie Sinkankas Gemological and Mineralogical Collection of books and other publications. Housed in the specially designed Cartier Rare Book Repository and Archives, where humidity and temperature are strictly controlled, the Sinkankas collection was acquired in January 1988, and represents virtually every major work related to the study of gems and jewelry. Accumulated over 40 years by noted author and lapidary, John Sinkankas and his wife, the collection's 14,000 items survey the historical development of gemology - as a science, in art, and in society. Included among the thousands of rare and important books:

Russia's Treasure of Diamonds and Precious Stones

One of the very few surviving catalogs promoting the sale of Russia's crown jewels. Published in 1925 by A. E. Fersman for the Bolshevik government, it is among the most thorough inventories of Czarist treasures in existence. Russia's crown jewels were later removed from the market and only a few were sold. (Volume under restoration.)

Pliny's Naturalis Historia

31 different editions of Pliny's Natural History, ranging from a Latin incunabulum, 1496, to a 12-volume set in French. C. Plinius Secundus, who died in the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in 79 A.D., authored one of the earliest, and most celebrated, academic treatises of all time.

Jean Baptiste Tavernier's Les Six Voyages
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Published in three volumes between 1676 and 1679, Tavernier combined travel writing and gemology to chronicle his exciting journeys through Turkey, Persia, and the East Indies.  In one volume, he tells the story of a large, dark blue diamond that he buys and later sells - reputedly the parent stone of the notorious Hope.

David Jeffries' A Treatise on Diamonds and Pearls

Published in 1750, A Treatise on Diamonds and Pearls is one of the earliest guidelines for evaluating and pricing both of these highly prized gem materials.

Gems and Precious Stones of North America by George Frederick Kunz

Gems and Precious Stones of North America is one of the most important works on gems, and was published in 1890.

Media Contact
Susan M. Metcalf
714.567.3642
February 19, 2002

EXPLORE GEMSTONES OF NORTH AMERICA DURING BOWERS MUSEUM LECTURE BY EXPERT JOHN SINKANKAS

http://www.bowers.org/pressreleases/19feb02.html



Sinkankas wrote a landmark book now in its third printing, has gem carvings in the Smithsonian and has a mineral named in his honor.
SANTA ANA, CA - On Saturday, March 2, from 2 to 3:30 p.m., mineralogy expert and gem cutter John Sinkankas will discuss his landmark book Gemstones of North America. His book, first published in 1959 and now in its third printing, is for sale in the Gallery Store. A book signing will follow the presentation. This lecture is cosponsored by the Gemological Institute of America and Friends for the Cultural Arts and is $5 or free with museum admission and to museum members. Seating is limited.

Sinkankas' lecture is in conjunction with the exhibition Gems! The Art and Nature of Precious Stones, which is on view at the Bowers Museum through June 2. On display are more than 300 rare gems, including several "world's largest," such as: the largest faceted gemstone (220 pounds or 500,000 carats); examples of the sapphire-like California state gemstone, benitoite; and faceted tanzanite (242 carats), which is set in a tiara with 1,000 diamonds. 

Sinkankas was born in 1915 in the city of Paterson, N.J. By age 7, he had visited the famous traprock quarries of West Paterson, Great Notch, Haledon and Prospect Park. Their fascinating minerals led him to a lifelong interest in mineralogy and geology. Yet, his early cultural activities were not limited to mineralogy. Sinkankas used his watercolor skills to paint illustrations for his books Gemstones of North America and Emerald and Other Beryls. Sinkankas has published 198 articles and books, served in editor positions at Gems & Gemology journal and Lapidary Journal and writes a column for Rock & Gem. 

In recognition of his contributions to the field, in 1984 a new phosphate mineral was named sinkankasite. Two of Sinkankas' most important gem carvings, a 7,000-carat quartz egg and the world's largest faceted golden beryl (2,054 carats), are featured in the Gem Hall of the Smithsonian's Natural History Museum. Also among his many achievements, in his retirement Sinkankas has worked with the Scripps Institution of Oceanography, where he participated in the mineral examination of the first samples of rocks from the moon. Sinkankas currently resides in San Diego. 

One of Southern California's finest museums and Orange County's largest, The Bowers Museum of Cultural is a nationally celebrated institution of art and culture dedicated to the preservation, study and exhibition of the fine arts of indigenous peoples. It is our guiding philosophy that learning about people through their arts will lead us to greater understanding of ourselves and a fuller appreciation of the marvelous diversity of the world in which we live. The Museum's location, close to four major freeways and four miles south of Disneyland, makes the Bowers an ideal destination for visitors to Southern California.
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Richard T. Liddicoat Gemological Library and Information Center
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Library and Information Center serves
as the industry's most authoritative
resource, and provides access to the
knowledge, depth of history, and
exquisite beauty that is gemology."

Dona Dirlam
MS. GG, FGA.
Director





The First Point of Reference for the Gem and Jewelry Industry
Located on the Gemological Institute of America's Robert Mouawad Campus, the Richard T. Liddicoat Gemological Library and Information Center occupies 7,888 square feet of space. The equivalent of four households of information and facilities. 

Whether by phone, e-mail, or in person, the Library staff answers the questions of scientists, jewelers, gemologists, and students from every corner of the globe. GIA's expert library staff draws upon a growing collection of 20,000 books, 6,000 reprints, 23,000 slides, 700 videos, 225 international journals, and the renowned Cartier Rare Book Repository and Archives to provide "ready reference" in the fields of gemology and jewelry.
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The World's Most Up-To-Date Source of Gemological Information
Covering every topic from...store operations and business management...through the latest treatments and synthetics...to the history and science of diamonds, jades, pearls, emeralds, and jewelry, the Richard T. Liddicoat Gemological Library and Information Center is recognized as the first point of reference – and the final word – for gem and jewelry professionals around the world. 

The GIA Slide and Video Libraries
Comprising approximately 23,000 slides of gems, gem localities, and jewelry, GIA's acclaimed Slide Library is primarily used for GIA classroom lectures, presentations delivered outside the Institute, and incorporation in course materials, publications, and catalogs. However, GIA makes a select number of its slides available to both the trade and the public for a fee. In addition, any of the Institute's 700 instructional and informational videotapes can be seen in a specially designated viewing area of the Library. Call for information and scheduling: 760-603-4046. 

The John and Marjorie Sinkankas Gemological and Mineralogical Collection
At the nucleus of the Richard T. Liddicoat Library is the world-renowned John and Marjorie Sinkankas Gemological and Mineralogical Collection of books and other publications. Housed in the specially designed Cartier Rare Book Repository and Archives, where humidity and temperature are strictly controlled, the Sinkankas collection was acquired in January, 1988, and represents virtually every major work related to the study of gems and jewelry. Accumulated over 40 years by noted author and lapidary John Sinkankas and his wife, the collection's 14,000 items survey the historical development of gemology - as a science, in art, and in society. Included among the thousands of rare and important books:
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"Russia's Treasure"

One of the very few surviving catalogs promoting the sale of Russia's crown jewels. Published in 1925 by A. E. Fersman for the Bolshevik government, it is among the most thorough inventories of Czarist treasures in existence. Russia's crown jewels were later removed from the market and only a few were sold. (Volume under restoration.)
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Pliny's "Natural History"

29 different editions of Pliny's Natural History, ranging from a Latin incanabulum, 1496, to a 12-volume set in French. C. Plinius Secundus, who died in the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in 79 A.D., authored one of the earliest, and most celebrated, academic treatises of all time. [image: image29.png]


How to Gain Access to Library Resources
Ready reference questions are answered by:

Telephone: 800-421-7250 ext. 4046
or 760-603-4046

Fax: 760-603-4256

E-mail: library@gia.edu

Postal Service: The Richard T. Liddicoat Library
Gemological Institute of America
5345 Armada Drive
Carlsbad CA 92008

The Liddicoat Gemological Library and Information Center is open Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. The Library occasionally closes for special events. Carlsbad on-campus students may check out books and journals for a one-week period throughout their enrollment at the Institute. Coin-operated photocopying is available. 

Trade and community members are welcome to use Library resources for on-site research. Requests for appointments to view materials housed in the Cartier Rare Book Repository and Archives should be sent in writing to the Library Director at least two weeks prior to the date in question. Rare books may not be checked out. A research area is available for their examination at the Library. Computer workstations are available to students who wish to gain Internet access to gem and jewelry web sites. Two additional computers provide access to the Library's online catalog.




Pegmatite Books:

http://pegmatite.com/pegbooks.htm

These are some books that might be of interest to peg people.  Those with hypertext links you can order directly by clicking on the link, for the others I suggest you try Peri Lithon books of San Diego (address below). 

Exploring and Mining for Gems and Gold in the West by Fred Rynerson 
This book is the personal history of the adventures of Fred Rynerson, one of the early tourmaline miners of San Diego County.  Although he did not have a lot of formal education, he was a very intelligent man who had a keen eye for geology and for people.  This is one of my all-time favorite books--if you have any interest at all in pegmatites or what conditions were like in early twentieth century southern California, I highly recommend this book. 

Emerald and Other Beryls by John Sinkankas 
This classic covers almost everything you would like to know about beryls: crystallography, history, worldwide occurence, coloring agents, synthesis techniques and more.  This is a fun book to read if you have any interest in beryls.  Hard to find but there are copies out there, and worth searching for. 

Field Collecting Gemstones and Minerals by John Sinkankas 
The one thing I don't like about this book is the title--there are many books on collecting rocks and minerals that are almost completely worthless.  This is not one of those books.  This book is filled with useful tips on where to find fine mineral specimens and how to get them out safely once you do find them.  The section on pegmatites is excellent. 

Gem and Crystal Treasures by Peter Bancroft 
In Gem and Crystal Treasures you'll find photos and descriptions of many of the most famous mines in the world.  After going to a few mineral shows or reading the literature, you'll see certain sites turning up time and time again.  This book describes many of those sites. 

Dana's New Mineralogy : The System of Mineralogy of James Dwight Dana and Edward Salisbury Dana by James Dwight Dana, H. Catherine W. Skinner, Eugene E. Foord, Richard V. Gaines. 
This is the new edition of the long out-of-print classic.  I haven't had much of chance to look at it yet (it's VERY expensive), but if it's anything like the last edition every serious mineral collector will want to have a copy. 

Handbook of Mineralogy, Elements, Sulfides and Sulfosalts by John W. Anthony, Richard A. Bideaux, Kenneth W. Bladh, Monte C. Nichols 
Handbook of Mineralogy : Silica, Silicates by John W. Anthony, Richard A. Bideaux, Kenneth W. Bladh, Monte C. Nichols 
Handbook of Mineralogy : Halides, Hydroxides, Oxides by John W. Anthony 
This three volume set came out before the new edition of Dana's, and I believe it was intended to serve the same purpose.  Like the seventh edition of Dana's System, it too is in three volumes.  Like the new Dana's, it's also quite expensive--but it can at least be purchased a volume at a time. 
  

The Tourmaline Group 

For earth science books that are hard to find or out of print, try: 

Peri Lithon Books 
Used & antiquarian books 
(619) 488-6904 
5372 Van Nuys Court, San Diego 92109 
Mail: P. O. Box 9666, San Diego 92169-1996 
John & Marjorie Sinkankas 
By appointment only 
Geosciences, gems, mining, mineralogy 

http://www.jckonline.com/2007/10/29/sinkankas-leaves-final-gift-to-gia-library
Sinkankas Leaves Final Gift to GIA Library

By JCK Online Staff

Posted on October 29, 2007

The Gemological Institute of America has received the third and final gift from the late Marge Sinkankas, co-owner of Peri Lithon Books and wife of the late John Sinkankas.

The donation was given to the Institute's Richard T. Liddicoat Gemological Library and Information Center. The gift included 37 boxes of books, journals, awards, letters, and scrapbooks, as well as original watercolors and manuscripts of some of John Sinkankas' well-known gem and mineral books.

Marge Sinkankas died on May 30 at the age of 89.

"This gift is special because it represents important milestones of John and Marge's life together," said Dona Dirlam, director of GIA's Richard T. Liddicoat Gemological Library and Information Center. "In our visits together in the last several years, Marge was always interested in what was happening in gemology and at GIA. It was her wish that this donation be used to continue support of the GIA Library in Carlsbad, though she also envisioned it being a part of the creation of libraries for other campuses as GIA expands internationally."

Included in the donation are an original typescript of Peri Lithon catalogs; a five-volume set, Encyclopédie ou Dictionnairé Raissoné des Sciences, des Arts, et des Metiers, 1969; Curtis Schuh's 1989 draft of Mineralogy and Crystallography: A Biobibliography from 1469 to 1920; illustrations from John Sinkankas' Gemstones of North America 3rd edition; a 1994 manuscript of the translation of Arab Roots of Gemmology by Al Tifaschi; and early Rocks & Minerals magazines from 1951 to 1954.

The Sinkankas' extensive book collection was acquired by GIA's Library in 1998 and, according to Dirlam, became the "cornerstone" of the Library's Cartier Rare Book Repository and Archives. Marge Sinkankas had made two other donations to the RTL Library since her husband's death in 2002.
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John and Marge Sinkankas at GIA's Robert Mouawad campus on John's 88 birthday

