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BOYLE, Robert. (Born: Lismore, Ireland, 25 January
1627; Died: London, England, 30 December 1691) Irish
chemist, physician & naturalist.
Born the son of Richard Boyle, first earl of
Cork, Robert entered into a comfortable life with many
advantages and much affluence. He was educated by
private tutors before entereing Eaton at the age of eight.
In 1639, he was sent with his next oldest brother to
the Continent where he continued his education in the
polite arts, language, mathematics and science. The
outbreak of the English civil war caused his return to
England. His support of the Parlimentarians brought him 
into contact with many of the leading English scientists,
and through them Boyle developed an interest in chemistry.
He entered Oxford in 1656 to advance his studies. After
the Restoration, Boyle frequently visited London, finally
moving there in 1668. He was one of the founders of the
Royal Society of London, and throughout the rest of his
life he was one of its most influencial and notable Fellows.
His home was open to all those interested in science, and
in a laboratory he had built onto the house, he performed
all his experiments.
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