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e 176 WILLIAMSON, G.C. CATALOGUE OF THE COLLECTION OF
JEWELS AND PRECIOUS WORKS OF ART, THE PROPERTY OF J.
PIERPONT MORGAN

Compiled at the request of J. P. Morgan by George C. Williamson, London Cheswick
Press, (copy #17) 20 deluxe copies Litt. D. xxvii, 183 (1) pp., with 94 fine plates
engraved from photographs, of which forty-seven are also present in very beautiful,
hand colored state, with pressed gold and silver borders and other illustrations in text.
Very large, heavy thick 4to, full green crushed levant morocco, spine with 5 raised
bands and insets designed and lettered in gilt, the upper cover bearing a very large inlay
of polished shagreen manta ray skin, the center of which contains a finely-wrought
sterling silver gilt leafy device incorporating a griffin and gargoyle in which a
gem-quality amethyst is set in the center; with the border of the inlay a gilt frame and in
each of the corners a finely-wrought piece of sterling silver gilt metalwork designed with
dragons stamped by *‘Garrard & Co., Royal Crown Jewelers in London; with 2 working
clasps (stamped) of the same metal incorporating griffins, gargoyles and leaves. Inside
dentelles of full green crushed levant morocco with lighter green morocco inlays of
mythological birds framed by an elaborate gilt design and border, and green silk moire
free endpapers; a.e.g., four silk ribbon markers. London: Privately Printed at Chiswick
Press, 1910. First Edition, deluxe issue limited to 20 copies printed on vellum (calfskin),
and containing forty-seven hand-colored plates not found in the regular issue. In mint
condition

This is indeed a masterpiece of book production and it is in a class by itself. It is rumored
that the cost was so immense that after Mr. Morgan's death, his executors cancelled all
uncompleted orders, involving Dr. Williamson in a financial loss.

In his article *‘An Experiment in Book Production’ (Book Collectors’ Quarterly No. 3)
Dr. Williamson says: ‘‘In this way for some seven years, the work of preparing this
astonishing volume went forward indeed needed a Maecenas to venture upon this
production of so costly and so remarkable a work.”’ *'In the Jewel Book every extensive
use was made of gold and silver leaf, the gold leaf alone running into many hundreds of
pounds. On the surface of the gold delicate tracery was made with exceedingly fine
brushes to represent the tooling that appeared on the original objects.” "*Water color
painting upon a leaf of silver was carried out with such success that the reproductions
were as Sir Lionel Cust said on one occasion “‘Impeccable’” and really did present the
effect in perfection, of enamel.”

Lord Duveen writes —
““The last Catalogue Morgan saw was that depicting and describing his jewels he
received Christmas Day, 1912, a few months before his death. ‘The most beautiful book
I have ever seen,”’ he cabled to Williamson. It is a significant sidelight on his
character—the “‘merciless man who has been called the ‘chief of the trust bosses of
America’ that one book lay on the table by his deathbed in Rome; ‘It was the most
beautiful book I have ever seen’’. This is the only copy in private hands of the deluxe
edition of the 20 outside of the major institutions and therefore it is likely this is the only
copy to be sold for many years to come. Of the forty-seven plates which are hand
colored with actual silver and gold gilt worked into the heavy vellum pages where gold
and or silver appear in these illustrated objects, so that the metal can actually be felt
with the fingertips. This gives the most nearly actual reproduction of the metallic object
illustrated. Among the illustrations are: Pax, chains of honor, betrothal rings, busts,
rosaries, necklaces, pendant jewels, reliquaries, medals, scrolls links, figures,
medallions, flowers, buttons, watches, seals, portraits, caskets, beads, dipthches,
ewers, shrines, bowls, vases, tankards, crosses, vessels, ciboriums, chalices, Niello
medallions, amber cup, jade cup, clocks, perfume bottles, and many more. Each is fully
described with its history significance and references to the occasion for which the
object was made. The book is 3 inches thick, the pages are 11%: x 15 inches and it weighs
16 pounds.

$10,000-12,000
See illustration of cover and one plate P
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