
1.   It is our practice, together with most other 
journals, to ask you to assign to The Gemmological 
Association of  Great Britain (hereinafter called 
‘The Publisher’) the copyright of  papers accepted 
for publication in The Journal of  Gemmology. The 
reasons for this are as follows: 

 (i)   ownership of  copyright by the Publisher tends 
to ensure maximum international protection 
against infringement, libel or plagiarism 

(ii)  ownership enables the Publisher to deal 
efficiently with requests from third parties to 
reproduce or reprint an article, or part of  it, 
and in accordance with a general policy which 
is sensitive both to any relevant changes in 
international copyright law and to the general 
desirability of  encouraging the dissemination 
of  knowledge.

2.   Two ‘moral rights’ were conferred on authors by the 
UK Copyright Act in 1988. In the UK an author’s 
‘right of  paternity’, the right to be properly credited 
whenever the work is published (or performed or 
broadcast), requires that this right is asserted in 
writing.

3.   In assigning your copyright you are not forfeiting 
your proprietary rights, including patent rights. 
Nothing in this Agreement shall restrict your rights 
as the Author(s), or in the case of  work written by 
an Author in the course of  his or her employment, 
your employer’s rights, to revise, adapt, prepare 
derivative works, present orally or otherwise make 
use of  the contents of  the article. You may do this 
after obtaining our permission, which will only be 
withheld in exceptional circumstances, provided 
that The Journal is acknowledged as the original 
published source. We shall use our best endeavours 

to ensure that any direct request to reprint your 
contribution, or a substantial part of  it, in another 
publication is approved by you before permission 
is given.

4.   The Journal’s policy on photocopying by authors is 
as follows: You retain the right to reproduce your 
own paper for your own purposes, provided no sale 
is involved, and to reprint your paper in any volume 
of  which you are editor or author. Permission will 
automatically be given to the publisher of  such 
a volume, subject to normal acknowledgement.  
You may post a copy of  the version of  your 
article incorporating changes made during peer 
review (‘postprint’) to a free public institutional 
or subject repository, no sooner than 30 days after 
publication in The Journal; such copy must include 
the following notice:  

 © The Gemmological Association of  Great 
Britain. This article is published in The Journal of  
Gemmology, [volume (issue no.), pages, year].

5.  If  the paper is not published in The Journal, the 
rights revert to the present copyright holder.

6.  It is understood that in some cases copyright will 
be held by the Author’s employer (for instance the 
British Government). If  so, British Government 
Employees should ensure that British Crown 
Copyright and other rights are reserved, but should 
obtain for The Journal a non-exclusive licence to 
publish the paper and non-exclusive permission 
to deal with requests from third parties on the 
understanding that any requests from third-parties 
will be handled in accordance with 3 above, i.e. you 
and your employer will be asked to approve the 
proposed use.
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7. In addition to publication of  your article in 
conventional printed form, your assignment of  
copyright also signifies your agreement to its 
publication and/or storage electronically. The 
Journal may also arrange to include your article 
in electronic document-delivery services and 
databases.

8.   By signing this form you certify that: 

 (i)   your contribution is your original work, 
has not been published before in English 
and is not being considered for publication 
elsewhere 

 (ii) you have obtained permission for and 
acknowledged the source of  excerpts and/
or images from other copyright works; the 
relevant permission correspondence should 
be attached to this form. If  you are in doubt 
about whether or not permission is required, 
please contact the Publisher: failure to obtain 
such permission would be an infringement of  
copyright and could, in some circumstances, 
lead to litigation 

 (iii)  to the best of  your knowledge the paper 
contains no statements that are libellous, 
unlawful or in any way actionable and that 
you have informed all of  your Co-Authors of  
the terms of  this Agreement and are signing 
on their behalf;  

 (iv)  you indemnify the Publisher in respect of  
claims made against it by third parties for 
copyright infringement relating to publication 
of  the article, or concerning the authorship 
of  the article or rights to publish the article.

The completed Copyright Assignment form should be 
returned by post, fax or scanned and emailed to:

Brendan M. Laurs, Editor-in-Chief
1106 2nd St., #317
Encinitas, CA 92024 USA
Fax +44 (0)20 7404 8843
brendanlaurs@gmail.com or  brendan@gem-a.com

If  you mail or fax the form, please inform the Editor-in-
Chief  by email so he can plan for its arrival accordingly.
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Title of  article:

Name(s) of  Author(s): 

Please ensure that you and your Co-Authors have 
read and understood the accompanying notes before 
signing. Where the copyright is held by a number 
of  joint Authors, the senior Author may sign on 
behalf  of  Co-Authors who are not readily available 
provided that he or she holds written consent from 
such Co-Authors for the copyright to be assigned 
to the Publisher. Where copyright is not owned by 
the Author(s), e.g. where an article was written by 
an Author in the course of  his or her employment, 
the form should be signed by the copyright holder’s 
authorized agent. This work was done in my capacity:

1)   as an officer or employee of  the British 
Government*

2) other*: please give full name and address of  
copyright holder     

I/We certify that (I/we/the company of  which I 
am the authorized signatory*) own(s) the copyright 
in the above-mentioned article, which has not been 
published elsewhere in English (which includes/
does not include the World Wide Web) and is not 

under consideration for publication elsewhere, and 
of  which the copyright has not previously been 
assigned.

If  the article is accepted for publication in the 
Journal, then (I/we/the company of  which I am the 
authorized signatory*):

(i)   assign(s) the present and future copyright in 
this article, throughout the world in any form 
and in any language, to the Publisher

(ii) agree(s) that the Publisher may seek payment 
of  fees from corporate bodies or individuals 
for the privilege of  making copies of  the article 
from the conventional printed form or from 
articles stored electronically, e.g. by document-
delivery services

(iii) agree(s) to indemnify the Publisher in respect 
of  claims made against it by third parties for 
copyright infringement related to publication 
of  the article, or concerning the Authorship of  
the article or rights to publish the article. 

This assignment applies only to the extent allowable 
by law.

I/we assert the moral right to be identified as the Author(s) of  the article*.

Signed (Author(s)):  

Please make duplicates of  this form for your own and Co-Authors’ records.

* Delete as necessary


