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A .  M c C .  B E C K L E Y

THE HOPE DIAMOND
The Hope Diamond, non'  in the possession of  Mrs.  Edlvard Mclean of

Washington,  D.  C. ,  is  one of  the few t lu ly b lue diamonds in the \ \or ld.  I t  js

an unusual  stone,  combining as i t  does a pronounced color  tv i th the f lashing

br i l l iancy and f i re common to a l l  d ia lnonds.

The or ig in of  th is gem is not  knorvn rv i th absolute certa inty,  but  c i rcum-

stant ia l  evidence so strong as to be almost  i r refutable l inks i t  wi th the blue

diamond rvhich Tavernie l  bought in India dur ing his v is i t  there in 1642. The

stone rvhich th is ear ly d iamond t lader secured supposedly came from a

r i r ine located on a branch of  the Coleroon,  r .vhich is  in the mountain I 'ange

knorvn as the Ghats in Southwest India.  In the rough i t  rvas " f lat  and th in"

and rveiEhed 112% carats.

In 1668 Tavernier  leturned to Par is and there sold the blue diamond,

along wi th many other d iamonds,  to Louis XIV.  I t  is  bel ieved that  Louis or

one of  h is successors had the rough stone cut ,  s ince a century later  the oniy

blue diamond in the French Clown Jeweis,  rvhich f i t ted Tavernier 's  descr ip-

t ion,  r 'as a t r iangular  br i l l iant  s 'h ich rveighed about 68 carats.

When Louis XIV gave audience to the Persian Ambassadol  in Par is.

Februaly,  1715, he \ \ rore gemslvhose value r . r ' t ts  est imated at  about $60,000,-
000.  One of  the-se,  according to repol ts,  rvas : r  large blue diamond rvhich hc '

rvore suspended f rom a r ibbon about h is neck.  This is  the on11' '  t ime that  the

king seems a pathet ic  l igure-pal l id  : rnd f la i l  and vely sr-nal l .  He was to d ie

in the fa l l  of  that  year af ter  a re ign of  seventy I 'ears.  What rvere the

thoughts of  th is Persian Ambassador as he gazed at  th is miniature jervel

torver? Did he th ink of  the Pels ian Ruler ,  Nadi l  Shah, a man jn h is

superb height  and great  breadth rvho could wear the jewels of  a l l  the

rvor ld rv i th ease?

In an inventory of  the Crorvn Jervels made in 1791 "a f ine l ight-b lue

dian-rond rveighing 67f  i  carats"  is  l is ted.  I t  n 'as sto len in a g i 'and scoolr
l ' i th  the 'other Crou'n Jervels f rom the Garde Nleuble ( the Roy:r l  Ttezrsur l ' )
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in  Pal is  in 1792. Of couise,  so rvel l -knorvn a dianiond of  such a la le color

could not  casi lv  be sol t l  i r r tnct ,  in an1- tnuket  in I lu lope,  rv i thout  posi t ive

detect ion.  Recutt ing rvould be thc onl l '  r 'esol t  of  the th ief .

I lv ident lv  th is coulse rvas fo l lc .xved,  and the diatnont l  la ,s c leaved, for '

in  1830, an extr ' : rc-r ld inalv. l4rr-carat  b lue genr canre into the malket .  Davi i l

E l iason rvas the dealer ' ,  a man vel ' ) 'n 'e l l  knorvn as an expert  otr  jeu 'e ls.  He

had sold manv supelb gen.rs to k ings and pr inces and bankers.  This jeu 'e l

passed into the hands of  Heni l '  f 'houzts Hope fot '  the suut  o l  S1)0,00()-a

srnnl l  surrr  uhen rve lcal ize that  th is is  a stone rvhich could not  be <lupl iczr te ' t l

i r r  colo l  and s ize.  Indeed t 'e lv othel  b lue diat lon<ls of  not : rb le s ize are knorvn.

Other b lue Eems 211'e the 1iJ9!-carat  Blunsl . ;ck and the -10-caiat  \ \ ' i t t lesbach

I f i : rmond x 'h ich rvas recent ly  of fe led 1 'o l  s : r l t :  lL t  ( 'hr is t ie 's  i t r  l ,ot r t lon.

This b lue Brun-*rv ick l ) iamond cante into the nrarket  in 1874, rvhen the

ier ,vels of  thc Dul ie of  Brunsrv ic l i  r i 'c le solc l .  The F-ngl ish get .u dealet ' ,  Edrv i t t

W. Strectei '  ( r i 'ho hat l  the leputat ion i t r  ann: t ls  of  . iewel l r ,  s t r les th:r t  f )uvc 'en

has in thc lor l t l  of  p ictu le st t les) ,  t -n:r t le a c lose exatr t inat ion of  bot l - r  tht :

Hope ant l  the Bt 'uusrv ic l i  and rva-*  cotrv inced that  thol '  r r ' t : t 'e  pat ' ts  of  the

samc stone,  the lost  " ! ' rench Blue",  both being ident ical  in colo l  and qual i t l ' ,

t -nol 'eovel ' the shape conl i l t red St t 'eetel  in h is theol '1" .  In the f i r 's t  cut t ing of

the stone,  r 'hen i t  rvA-s o ' ,vned by the King of  Ft 'ance,  the shape rvas t l iangular

th in and f lat .  St lecte l  bel ieves thtr t  " i t  rvoul t l  have beet t  ea,*r-  fot  atr  expei ' t

to c leave a t l iangular  p iece of  about 10 ot '  i1  cat 'ats,  the lecut t ing of  rvhic:h,

as 1 perfect  h l i l l iant ,  u 'e l l  ptopol t ioned, rvould t 'er luce i t  to i ts  pt  esent  rveight

of  4.1!+ carats.  The Brunslv ick . iervel  
"once fot 'uter l  the t r iangulzr l  sal ient

piotubelance ' ,vhich fo lnter ' ly  erppeai 's  to havc chzr iactei i :zet l  the stone nolv

kno r , vn  as  t he 'Hope  B i ' i l l i an t ' . "  Th i , s  r ve i ghs  1 i l 3 j  ca ta t s .  The le  i s  a l so  a

f ln l tment r r 'e ighing about 11. i  calats of  the same blr te.  - \ r tv  d i f fe i 'ences be-

t rveen the oi ' ig intr l  r i 'e ight  of  the "Fiench Blue" and the added u,eights of  the

I{ope,  the Bl tu. tss ' ic l< : rut l  thc f lagtre l r t  n l r r } ' ,  r , f  coul 'se,  be accout l te<l  for  } ry

loss of  $ 'e ight  inc ident l l  to c l t : r r . i t rg and t t 'eat t t tent .  This f i 'agntet t t  is  t t t t r t '

one of  the br i l l iant  stoncs in a but tcr ' f l1 '  gel lposed of  colo let l  d ianront ls  rvhich

s ,as  l : r s t  l epo l t ed  t o  be  i l  t i r e  l r o - ss i ss i ou  o l ' an  Eng l i sh  f z rn r i l l ' .

The Hope iar-n i l -v  orvned the ' l . i -c : r rat  b lue gem foi  a numbet 'of  vears

trnd f lom them i t  lool i  the ntrnre rvhich i t  bcais toclav.  In 1 i l i r1 t l - re Hope

d ian ,ond  s ,as  sho l ' u  a t  t he  g l ca t  I ) - r p , , s i t i cn  i t t  Lo t l don .  I n  1867  i t  u ' as  so ld

at  Chr ist ie 's  in l ,ondon, a iong rv i th the othel  genrs of  the Hope col lect ion.

The histor l -  of  thc str inc about th is per iod i -s sot t tervh: t t  confused, but  the

fo l l o r v i ng  l epo t ' t  f i ' on r  "The  Ro r i r ance  o f  t he . Jeu -e1 " ,  bv  l ' r : r r l c i s  -S top fo l d ,

r . r . ra1'  be of  inte lest :
"The re  a l e  mr l r 1 l ' o t he l  s t o l i es  o f  t i i a rmon r l s  r vh i ch  a re  s r t ppose ' t l  t o  b l i ng

bnd  l uck  t o  t he i l  o \ vne l ' s :  f o i ' i n , * t ance .  t he  s ' e l 1 - kno rv t r  Hope  b l ue  t l i au ronc l .
. ,vhich has ahval 's  been a stone rv i th a ct t i 'se.  I t  * 'as b lought f lom lndia by

Tar,e ln ier ' ,  the Fi 'ench exploret ' ,  s 'ho sold i t  to Louis XI \ r .  Fouquet.  the

king's fan.rous nr in ister ' ,  bort 'orved thc stot te,  a l td fe l l  f t 'onr  h is h igh estel te.

I  z t l ie .  Antoinet tc hacl  t 'o tst t 'o ln i ts  rvrrat 'bet 'ore her '  pt 'our l  head n 'as placed

under ther 51t1dg r , f  the gr-r i l lo t inc ' .  I {e l  favoi  i te f  l ient l ,  the Pl incesse t le

L:rmb:r l le '  had occzrs ional ly  r r 'orn i t  bef lo i 'e  the 'Da} '  of  Pikes' '  In 18i l ( )  i t  u 'as

bought b1'  ) I r .  Henr '1 Thot 'uas Hopc,  f t<rnr  u 'hotn i t  r le l iv t ls  i ts  nzt t r t r ' ,  fot '
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J18 ,000 .  He  escaped  any  ev i l  consequences .  I t  t hen  became  the  p l ' ope i t l ' o f

Lord Flancis Hope. Lady Francis Hopt '  (a rvel l -knorvn zrct l 'ess) .  rvhen -she

parted f rom her husband at t r ibuted al l  her t roubles to the Hope diamond,

and prophcsied evi l  fo l  i ts  purchaser ' .  The stone pus-sed f rgul  Lort l  F lancis

to NIr .  \ \ re i l ,  a London diamond merchir t r t ,  rvho sold i t  to a Ner l  Yolk jervele i ' ,

rvho could not  f ind a buyel  fo i '  i t ,  and fe l l  in to l inancia l  t rouble.  The un-

lucky gem found a buyel  in M. Jacques ( lo lot ,  a F rench broker ' ,  rvho paid

f160,0()0 for  i t .  l le  sold i t  to a Russi : rn,  I ' r ince Kani tovski .  The pl ince lent

the diar-nond to a beaut i fu l  act less at  the F-ol ies Bc' r 'g i les,  and shot  hel  f ron-t

a box in the theatre on the f i ls t  n ight  she lvolc '  i t .  A fe lv days af te l rvzrrds

the pr ince rvas stabbed b5 revolut ionists.  ( lo lot  had not  got  r id of  the evi l

hei ' i tage of  the diamond, as he r 'vent  mad ant l  cot . t rur i t ted suic ide.  The next

aspi lant  for  d isa-ster  rvas Si tnotr  N{onthtrr i i les,  a ( i ieck je iveler ' ,  u-ho is  said

to h:1ve been th lorvn ovel  t r  p lecip ice r t rd k i l l t :d.  Ft 'om l lonthai ' idcs i t  p: rssed

into the custodv of  Abdul  Hamid,  r" . 'ho speedi l . ' " ' lo-qt  h is throne."

THE HOPE
The World 's Largest

B lue  D iamond
We igh t ,  Abou t  45  Ca ra t s

At lc ,ast  l ra l ts  of  the abovc,  account,  rvhich u 'as taken f ionr the London

Dai ly Expi 'ess by Stopford,  zr le u ' i thout  foundat ion in fact .  They ale

but  a fer ,  of  the amazing ta le-s of  the balefu l  polvers of  the Hope dia-

mond rvhich h:rve been concocted b-v var ious featule t , r ' i te Is.  Anothei  lepol t

i s  t ha t  a t  t he  t ime  t be  s tones  r ve l e  pu t  up  f o l  sa l e  a t  Ch l i s t i c ' s ,  one  o f  t hose

interested in i t  lvas the FJn.rpet 'o l  of  I tus-s ia.  The sale fa i led to t .nzr tet ' ia l ize

rvhen the t lustc.es of  the FIol ;e est : r te t 'e fused the l l r -npetor ' 's  b i l l  of  credi t .

I n  1908  t he  Hope  d i a r -nond  u ' as  z r cqu i l cd  by  Hab ib  Be1 'a t  a  p l i ce  i ' e -

pol ted to be about S400,()00.  In 1!)0!)  the diamond rvas again on the market .

A  de : r l e r  b ] , t he  nan - re  o f  Rosenau  bough t  i t ; r t  a t t c t i on  i n  P t r i ' i s  t o t  abou t

s80,000.
The last  sale of  th is famous gern was to Fldrvard B.  N{clean of  Wa-*h-

i np : t on  i r r  1 . q11 ,  t he  sa le  p r i ce ' i n  t h i s  cz r se  be ing .$ i 100 ,000 .  The  " cu i se "  o f  t he
Hope diamond seems to have : r t tacked the l {c lean fanr i ly  in t lue t ladi t ional

t ? ( l
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sty le.  In 1919 the only son of  the fami ly wzrs run down by an automobi le and
ki l led.  Edu'ard Mclean,  on October :J1,  1933, rvas judged insane. The gem

is now the ptoperty of  Mrs,  Mclean,  rvho has t r ied upon several  occasions
to sel l  i t ,  but  rv i thout  success.

A blue diamond is exceedingly rare,  especia l ly  rvhen a r ich depth of
colo l  is  cornbined wi th great  br i l lancy.  A very few qui te recl  d iamonds have
been found and red is  st i l l  the rarest  color ' ,  but  stones possessing any pro-
nounced hue of  b lue are almost  as unusual .

A fe* '  author i t ies do not  feel  that  the blue color  of  the Hope is of
especia l  beauty.  The late Godfrey Eacret  of  San Francisco,  descr ibed i t
as being of  a s l ight ly  greyish blue,  the color  of  the more usual  Montana
sapphire.  However,  th is hue is  extremely rare in a c l iamond.

CHANGE IN BIRTH STONE
The directols of  the Cal i fornia

Retai l  Jeu'e lers Associat ion have
adopted a lesolut ion to be plesented

to  t he  A .N .R .J .A .  a t  t he i i '  annua l

convent ion,  urging a change in the

bir th stone l is t  adopted by the

A .N .R .J .A .  i n  1912 .  The  changes
proposed rvould add or  change sev-

eral  a l te lnat ive stones for  var ious

months.  They lvould subst i tute other

stones for  both turquoise and i ts

al te lnate lapis lazul i  as Decembel

bi r th stone.  This rvould e l iminate

from the t radi t ional  l is ts one more

stone rv i th some cla im as a t radi-

t ional  stone for  persons born in th is

month.

At  a recent  rneet ing of  lepresen-

tat ives of  the mineral  societ ies of

Cal i fornia and Oregon a resolut ion

LIST AGAIN SUGGESTED
rvas adopted "against  the proposed

changes in the t lzrd i t ional  l is t  of
b i r th stones."  These mineral  socie-
t ies are composed pt  inc ipal l -v  of  lay-
men inte lested in the col lect ion of
m ine ra l s .

The  l i s t  adop ted  by  t he  A .N .R .J .A .
i n  1912  con ta i ned  seve la l  impo r tan t

changes and subst i tut ions f i 'om t la-

di t ional  l is ts,  notably the subst i tut ion

o f  sapph i l e  f o r  ch i ' y so i i t e  o l ' sa r ' -

donyx,  rvhich alone hat l  foundat ions

in t radi t ion as the Septembet stone.

Unfol tunately many of  the stones

in the t ra<l i t ional  l is ts a le lackinE

in populal  appeal  today,  : rnd i t  has

been in an ef for t  to popular ize the

l is t  that  the majol i ty  of  changes

have been proposed f ron t ime to

t ime .

IMPROVED GEM.CUTTING MACHINE EXHIBITED

Recent ly on v ie ' "v in Los Angeles rvas a revolut ionar i ly-designed ger-n-

cut t ing machine developed in the Felkel  Research Laborator-v of  Toi ' rance,

Cal i fornia.  Designed especia l ly  for  am: i teur lzrp idar ies,  the out f i t  is  con-

structed to occupy minimum f lool  space.  Al l  operat ions,  inc luding sawing,

cut t ing and pol ishing,  may be performed wi th lesul ts rvhich compare favor ' -

ably to those achieved in much mole completely equipped lapidaly shops.




