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~ at'Id bdtc Plae: The ~ 1J)I"oeI¥Id ~ ~ The 
br.I _ ~ In Fnnc~ .t the ~ 01 the IWlIl'U"f:fI1h ccn:UI')t 

powt:ly bit je¥I ~ FOIW\ The ~e..cl NmnP ~ ~ 
Law. poutiy In tt.. 18401. PnncesJ Ctthtme ~ _ one: 01 
!he most ~ ""OITlefI of her time. Born In ~ she_ 
llIe(e to Pmc:~ Poccmk!ne, ~ \he Grt.I(l f¥l'lOJl \c:Irrorer 
~ nd\" led I""'" ",¥Id _Ir.nown ~ h "N.\~ 
qoer .. ~ ~ She died In~ In 1857 (ChrrstJc:', 
c:.ene.1. n ~ 1975) 
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ONCE UPON A TIME ... IN JEWELS 

This Is t~ story 0( Chrini~'s and lu 250 ~ars as the wortcrs 

le~din& ilLlCtion houH, wriuen in jewels. the most fucilUtin& 

Ian~ofall. 

Jewels play ~mel"OV$ "ne! diverse roIe1 in Our ~Ye$: they 
an serve as l1"IeaSuremtnu of wealth. icons of power, 
mementoeS of Iovoe. the spoils of war, objectS of desire lIld. 

~. emer'&ency ash. &It. above alI. jewels are the 
embodiment of beauty. They ~ been cQYeced by the fnO$t 

mtrnOnbit Nmt$ In histOt'y.heroes lIld .... lllins. bmous Iovoert. 
,Iamorous stars. distinauWled bmilies. commandina dynntie~ 

They ~ been pused from owner to owner. across 
time ami dinmce. coonectina people. accumulatinc history. 
creating legends.They h:iyt been tenderly preserved. 

surYivinc wars. diuners and the rava,es of time. Their allure 
NS ~rM th~ the centuries. sought after by 
successive genentions of connoiHeuf"'5. 

My own Story wi!h jewels began in 196'. when I joined 
Chrinje's Loodon oU 10 intem in die jewellery deparunenL 
In the spring of 1971.1 was an assi!l3nt special ist. entrusted 

with rr'rf fi rn m~Of consignment. a rmrvellous d iamond 

O«klace that once beI~ to Mlrie Antoinette. From 179) 
onwards, the necklace pused c:nrOUJh six rO)'ilI f~milies, 

~Iore ~Ing presenttd at auction at Christie's Geneva on 30 

June 197 1. lt didn't sell that dlY. bUt even now. I un still 

remember the ma&nificence cl the piece, and how my heart 
rued u I held the diamonds thn once touched the skin of 

the ~n 01 f r'1llnce. almOSt tWO hundred rears earller. 
Throughout the subsequent forty·five yea~. I would 

relM: this incredible dream. Q¥er and Q¥er. with the 

Wittelsbach Diamond. the Archduke Joseph. the Princie. the 
Emperor MaJlimilian,la ~regrina pearl, U, Tay-Ior's emeralds. 
the ,ems of the lndi~n Raj - ;all ~nspirin, ~dventun:s of 
time tnV't1. whkh had me me5mtf'lstd time and apin In my 
Ion, c;u-eer ilS ~ jeweller. ~ today. 1 5till CI'Ve for more. 

This inexpiable blin continues to d.-- me - and, I 
~Iieve. many cl my colleagues and fellow jewellers - to whit 
is a privileged and addlctiV't universe. One that transcends 
time and space. bonds people from different periods. 
countries and cultures. The ~Is help us to archive and 

n~te the 5tories at ~s, sars and t)'1:00fU - M~dame du 

Barry. MarieAntoinene, Princess Marpr«. Elinbeth Tay-Ior. 
the Roma/"oOY$, the Rothschilds - and their rulm at beaUty. 
grandeur and pr-ovenance. They give us a precious glimpse of 
the wonders of once upon a time. 

Welcome to our encholnted world. 

f~ois CtJrlel 

Chairmm, Chrinie's Alia·Pacific 

THE MARIE ANTOINETTE DIAMOND NECKLACE 

Ths p!eCt of lewellery IS part of the arT\:lZlng legend 
SU'TOu'ldlng Mane AntOlne~. ~ of franc.e. W'hat we 
know WIth certainty IS that at the beg!nntng of the french 
ReYolvtlOl\ Mane AntOlnette sent most 0( her ,ewellery to he!" 

NWe I.lnd. Austr~ for saf~Plng. Het maICI. Madame 
Campa.n. ~ in her melT'\()l~ that she SJ)e1'll a whole 

ever.ng locked in a room wrth the queel\ padcwlg all her 
diamonds. n.btes and pearls. She <KIded that the ,tewcl$ were 
tht'fl passed to the Ausr.nan 31T"OassaOor to france. Comte 

Mercy·Argemeau. who sent them on to Aus1na (~ ~ 46 
(or~). 

Mane AnlOClette and louiS XVfs only SlrVIVI1g diId the 
~ dAngoo.A.!:~, nhentecI the jev.-ds.l.Jke heJ' mother. the 

dl..chess iKbn!d diam0nd5.",d It'S very I,ir.ety tha1 oJ1e had some of 
Mane Antoioette's darronc:k rnoo.rrted on a neddace. She IS 

depICted v.e.:JfYIIiI the diamord necklace If1 alll'e" offICial po1raltS. 

After the death of the Duchess«: d'~" 1851, the 

necktace Won ll'lherited by he!" n!Kt: . the Comtesse de 
ChalTbord She. in bJm.1eft It to her own nIeCe, Margoente de 

Boubon·Parme. Duchesse de: H.idnd. The neckl.x.e then 

passed to Marguerite'$ SOIl. and on to hIS SIsters. who finally 
sold to the collector who brought It to Chnsl!e's In 1971 

The damond neddace was presented by OnstIe's WTth a 
long letter from a previous ()M'ItI" e»pi.:ll'W'i how 11. had been 
pa~ frQm one generauon to the next ~ the F~ 
,yid 5parI!sh royal fam>lies and thetr descendants. 
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A 

CATALOGUE 
OF THE GENUINE 

Houiliold Furniture, 
Jewels, Plate, Fire-Arms, China, &c. And 

a large Quantity of Maderia and high Fla­
vour'd Claret. 

L2tc the Property of 

A Noble PER SON A G E, 
( D E C E AS' D, ) 

The Furniture ConfiA:, or Rich SiI!c: Damaf'k, mix'd 
Stuff ditto, Cotton and Marine in Drapery Beds, 
Window~Curtains, French Elbow and back Stool 
Chain , a large Sopha with an Ekgant Canopy over 
ditto, V ~riety of Cabinet Work in M~hogany Ro(c­
wood, Japan, TOltoifhdl, inlaid with Brars, &c. 
Large Pier GlaR"cs, a curious Needle-work Carpet + 
Yards by S, Turkey and Wiltonditto, Come valu_ 
~blc Jewcb, and Plate, &c. TJ(eful and ornamental 
Chclfea, Drefdcn and Oriental China,. a Mufical 
Spring Clock: and Ei'tht-day ditto, (ome fine Bronz.es, 
Models, Pitturcs, E.!/e, ~t. 

Which will be Sold by Auction 

By Mr. C H R I.S TIE, 
At the Au6iiol1 Room, in PAL L M ALL, on Fryday 

next , and tbe Four following Day, . 
The whole to be view'd on W cdnefday next, and 'rill 

the Time of Sale, which will begin each Day at 
Twelve o' Clock. 

Cat'A1ogues to be had it dre Great Room as above, and 
at Mr. Ohrijlib, Caplt·Slru/, OxfirtJ.lUmJ.. 



5 December 1766 
THE DAY IT ALL BEGAN ... 
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DEUX MILLE LOUIS 
GAGNER. 

f DIAM~1NS E T BIJODX 

PE lt D US .. 
=-

Ilia • • ete vole chez Madame DU BARY. au Chateau de Louvecienne • 

dit Lucienne I pres Mariy. dans la nUl! du 10 au 11 J anvier 179 I I 

les Diamans & Bijoux ci-apres : 

Une baguc: d'uo brillant blanc , quarr': long, perane 
cm·iron 3 ~ gtains, monlCC en cage, 

Vne diEc d'un brilhnt . pefant environ 50 grains. 
Une dile d'lI l1 brillam. de' '16 ~ ,,8 grnins. 
Une dire: d'un raphir . qUJrre long •• vec un :amour. 

grave ddrus I & deux brilla," fur le corps. 
Un boIgl.lier en rou(cuc: nrfe. r':nrermant 1.0 ~ 15 

bagucs . donI une d'une g,o){fc ~;nc!roludc: pendc:loquC' . 
momCc: a jour. peranl C'm,iron 36 gr .• ins . d'lIOc belle 
~ul('ur J maiJ Ir~jolrdineu(t. ay.tnt bc.aucoujl cC' ddfflUS; 
unc d'unc onix J rc:prefenUD t le pannit de Louis XIV . 
dol'tt les dlCVeux &. lu mouClachu (ant en fardoioc; unc 
,d'un Ci(ar de deu."C coulcurs; unc d'un: em{r~~e qUolrrc 
10,'8 . pe(am cDviron 1.0 gr.lins; unc d'uo bnll.ll\r bnm 
puce., per",ot 14 a 16 grainJ; lIoe d'un onit' . hrrKcntlnr 
BachlU', &" 

,S U R l E PAP I E IL 

Un brill.~nr bl;znc , perant 19 guil.! . 

gros brilb.nr au bout , pe(am cnviron 1:1 guins , l'cnJot rur 
le [DUe "otr U_I: viffe. 

Vne p.tire de boutons de manches , d 'une bncr.ludc, 
d'un (aphir I d'un dianlll nf jaunc & d'un rubis: le rout en. 
loutt de bl1l1ans de Sfolle:ur de piencs de .;. gtOlinJ. 

Un boUIClIl d'un rrh -gloJ bri!bnr. couleur de rare,' 
pc(al'l t 36 i 40 grain" n.onre en bculon de coUe. 

Deux gnnrl« bmdo de cordon de montre. compose!' 
de 16 ch~inons 1 trois l'i"f ej~ dont uoe St3ndc c!mcraude, 
& deux brillans de 3 6: 4 gr.lins , de ch.1q\le c6tt .. & '3 
aUlrt.S petites i>JndLs de dcl1.l c1~nons cbaque» parrili i 
ceux Li.delf m-

Une bunt\! d'UD rrh-gras brilltnr. cut.long . pc.sant 
('nvir,' n 60 gr.lill" lOnc uois gro{ft'S emC'r1udC's ddfou1. 
... e~.:nt 8 l . 0 gr,li~. nee deux brillln, :lUX deux c6tCs. 
pcunt un ~rain Ch3qUC. montes ~ jour ; it cll a observer 
que «'re bU\{le n'cll pas poJiC', 

• Unc lM:;U! d'un hrill,nt d'C'RvirOD 1.6 grains , manr& 
1 Jour . llVCC clu britl,lDS' $IU le corps, 

Deux glf .. :1doles d'or . formant Aaailieaar. months SUt 
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Madame La Comtesse du Barry 
ONE MOMENT MORE, EXECUTIONER 
(1743-1793) 

When Jeanne sea.. en te~ the room where the condM'lM<l 

prisOf1ert were pn~red for the gu~lotine (their heads were 

sh~d) t¥en Sanson, the tXKutioner, W;!.$ horrified: 

She waIml, ~1JOI"tin& hersdf apInst the walls as ller 
Iqs pe WiI'f from I.Wlder het". lt 100 been cwet'lty ym~ 

since I bst saw het". 1 hardly recog~ her:!.he had crown 
Stout and was disfiCUrtd by ~ and anxiety.When she 
saw me behind the otflef" condemned prisoners she let 

out. "loud 'AA!' and I-Mj her bee in her handkerdli~. she 

fell to her knees crrinc OI/t 'No,not 1NL not dut. 1 

Seyand the !UTla/1 V2ulted room thu served as the clerk's 

office, there were seven Steps leading to a Ott 1Nl opened 
onto the Cour du Mai. lt was here that the wagon W2ited for 
the prisooers. Queen H~rieAnwinene herself hid d imbed 
this ulvuy only S~ ~ks earl ier. So ~ny WOfI'letI had 

b«n here before her. How /mny woold follow/ Nooe of 
them had shown fear. The pwpIng crowd waitint puiently in 

the square before the Palais de Justice. in front of Mother 
Guibah t~cco shop. had always w.l.S~ their time; there 
had rteYer befll VI)' noise, nor ple;idi".. 

HoweYer,junne Bku. once Comtene du BMry. did not 

hrte the same strength ;as her predecessors who had gone 

to the CUitlotine in noble silence. Since her death sentenCe 

!\;ad been ;announced the previous dOl)', all her enerzjes !\;ad 
b<-en concentn.ted on one thillJ= survival, no matter the con! 
The events following w ;arrest on 19 November 179) ~re 

incoherent.Mer twO weeks of imprisonment in Sainte· 
PeI;agie, whef'e no one seemed to know wh;at (0 do with her, 

she wn transferred to La Concie~rie, to the nme cell in 

which M~rie Anloil1ette !\;ad ....... ai led de;ath. Standing before 
the revolutionary tribunal,)eanne hid been accused of 

"conspiring with the o!)pOsition. spying on behalf of the 
enemy and plotting ;tpinst the Republic".l 

Fouquier-Tj" ",IlIe, the renowned public. prosecutor, h~ gi'<'efl 

Fadrll pap: Portruit r;(ctle Cot.nIess dl6:l'ry (f5 'fbo' by frant;~ 
Htbert Drow.t. 17N. 

Paris. la Concie rgerie Prison 
Sunday 8 Dece mbe r 1793 

hi! closin& addreu,l ~t diatJ"i)e itfewTI with hlitOfial 

rtferencu:"ThisA$llI$ie of a French SJnbnapale [;an inllUf!fltilJ 

mfstr6S rrom antiqlityj had ~;an w~an accomplic.e cl 

the 'En-ip.'1 Suppcrtina: them and """"' shelter to ~ 
rtnuinin( in France .... One witnes! after ancxhe.-~d pitiful 

COWJI'"dice.A hoUierroid swore to havina: SHf"! her -box,.,. 
~s ": a vaIM had heard her deroibe people as -m~rable 

bbclprd$ -. Zamor, the Benpli sbYe who had worked in her 
household for some t'Ntnt)' ye:an. accused her with obYioui 
ple.uure, SQtinI that $he ·cdebr:ated the f;ulinp of the RepubliCan 

army ~ had continued to entenU1 aristocrats at home': Zamor 
aI50 claimed dial she dismissed Nm from the hous.ehoId. despite 
his entJ'e3Des. ln truth. he was let go for neaJinc. 

Georre Greive. the man who h;ad arrested Jeanne at her 
ch1te:au In ~nnes. near Pans, presented a particubl1y 

incredulous denuncbtioo:~ h;Jd 5imubted a bu'll.1ry on the 
nitht cl 10 January 1791 to smuU1e het &amonds OUt to 

En&fand ~ they could be JOId to help the -emigm".jeanne 
had never met Greive before, and yet seems to Nve become 

his !*le noire .AIthou&h he was a British cititen, t.e became a 
fef"vent ddendef" of the: F~ Revolution, COIIStal\lty har2.Ssill& 

the Cornice de salut publk (Committee of Public 5;J1ety) with 

lene~ cl denunciiltion.alinI; for the arrest of the "l'1essaline 

des Bourbon ".The courts. she thoutht. could not possibly 
believe me absurd accusations: she was innocent. '-"'/hen hei" 
death sentence was announced, it numbed het" to the core. 

At Mty.Jeanne was sui aunctive.and yet had to atcept her 

undi&Jli5ed end: death by pllotine.ln a public pliKdn fl"Oll'l o f 

thousands of curious onIookers.A11 nitht. in a ~. exudi", 

aroo:ie(y from _ry POIl! , W looked for I ~ tO;avoId death. 
Then suddenly. as the exttutioner prepared to clasp her by the 

neck and Cut off her hair. ~ h;ad an idea. 'v'Vh.lt if she told them 

eYef"ythi"&? What if she reYe31ed whell! all the treasures well! 

hidden! All the pbces in the garden at the Cl"I1te;au de 

louveciennei wtlere. with the help of her faithful servant. Morin. 
het" Iorwne had been swhed. Judte Denisot and citizen Royer, 

assiSt.:lnt to the publk pn»eeutor. who Iud come to oversee the 

elCeCution as requirtd by law. looked at jeanne with interest. She 
bepn to lin the Louis d'or. the silverware, the ieWdlery. the 

diamonds. the pearls ... ~ ~ evtl)'thifl&. 
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In the shtds where tools were reti&hteoed, Just in front 

of the cold store. could be found gold itel'n$ - a pbte.lu.a 
teapot. a kettle, twO afetJeres. a milk pot.a strainer, a 
coYered pot. its plate;ul(! thrH ~.AJI the handles of 
these objtcts ~ in blood ~ jas~r. k'I a basket. bv~ 
in the Qme pbce:fiftffil huodred;ul(! thirty one Loois 
d' or, iI ~trinJ: of diamonds. twO -c:.hIirl- earrings with 

dQmonds. with nine 0( ten of those of lre.ll site. Three 
rlncs. one with white diamond!. one with ruby and wtite 
dQmonds. one with emeralds and white di3monds.A 
necklOtCe of fine peans. ear chains in fine pean.~ 

Royer. writilll the list. addressed her without pity: "Is that all. 
citiz.en!" 

Jeanne. des~tely searchinl. wovld find another oblect 
in a comer of he:r confused mind and confess. There was so 
much to tell . an endless list of treasures. She had loved 
luxury. precious Ofnamenc;. jewels ;md. most of all, diamonds. 

The firu of these tQd been given to her In jvly 1768 by 

Kin& Loois XV. seven! wedcs after she lad become his 
mistreu. She was tweflty·fiye. He wu fifty~ght. Thole dose 
to the ~eillJ.depressive kin, lad dismissed the relationlhip 

as ~ssinl: folly. but it had become a passion. Within a few 
ytv'! he had 10S( his mistress. Madame de Pom~door. his son 
and SU(cesSOl". the ~uphin. V1d the dauphin's wife, Mane. 

,Iosephe of Saxony. md fiNIIy.on 28 JlWle 1768. his queen. 
Mane ~uirub. jeanne had brought a little p iety to his IiIe. 

The kinl ;!ipPf'td3ted his comfort. and wished to $ewe his 
)'OVI'It miStreSS at court.And fat the fotmer :!hop assistant v.idI a 
dubious ~t. the promotion was eqUivalent to accompl,shinl the 
twelve Iabov~ of Htf'OJles. Rrsa,., It was necessary to ~nd her a 
suitable name. Her lintaft WUf)'t dear<JJt. Celtlinly. one of her 

&randfathers. Fabien Beeu, had ~ been one of me most 

handsome met1 in Paris; his $econd wife was the Comtesse de 

Canti&nY, who was mvch older than him and frem whom he had 
taken his civil SCltus. ~r. he was wubie to pass her title on 
to his children. His davctlter.AMe Beeu. had e~ a IiYeIy 
rovth.ol which jeanne was me result. In uvth, no one knew who 

her father wu.althouah a COllYenieJltly dead priest. Friar Jean­
Baptiste Gomard de Vaubemier.1ud been recognised as such. 

It was not enough Just bellll Mademols.elle de Vaubemier. she 
al$O needed to be wed..A yout'IJ Jin. unless it princess. had no 

IeJaI recogMion irI the covrt of France. Het' ex·lover, t1~ Comte 
pn dv Barry.a pb:yboy and p.1rt-dme pimp who lad presented 

her to the iUn&.abo StJppIied her with it husband; none other 
man his brother.Gvilbume.An aurxtiYt: financQl incentive 

~rsuaded him to play the role of undemandilll spouse. 

Jeanne was belutiful and well brovght up. She had crown VJI 
in a convent. even thovch she had !Nil)' Icwers. Not loot after 
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leaYin& the cOl'lYefll.after a period ~ world", with Claude­
Edme l4 b11Ie at his fashion novse. she bepn her life as a 
COI.Irtesan. jean du Barry had become het' prottctor, at least in 
ti'Ue.iprinl her occasionalloYe~ p.1rticularly when mey wef'e 

rich and ~rovs.After stYMIl years. he became bore<! by the 

relationship, and realised dlat he covld uke ;td"qf1ute of the 
kllll'S 10000iness by tfIStJrint he notked ,leanne.The plan 

wcceeded well beyond his ima&inJtion. The kinJ fell ho~Ies51y 
in love with th~ pretty. )'OtInI blonde to such a dqree that he 

confided In one of his companions. the Doe de Richd iev: kShe 
has woken me to pleaStJrtS I did not know exist\"d. ... 

He had provided everythjnJ (Of' ,leanoe's maO"b&e. 
includin& the: dowry. me trOl.lSStaU and the indemnity paid to 

Guill~vme so that he could re{urn to TOI.Ilouse on the 

wedding night. He also offered her a "necklace 01 fine 

diamonds worth 8,000 livres. an ai&rette and a ~Ir 
sirandoles of the nme 'r.IIlue". 

,leanne's dream had begun. For five years she wovkl n::ilfl 
over'Y(!turlles, The kin& sent her 100.000 livres7 of diMllonds 
to adorn her dresses and hillr for htf' presenQtion to the 

COIJrt.And not a week went by without some pre60vs Pt 
arrivin( from the I'fIONrch,jewellery WOI'Vl almost thrH million 
livn::s was amu$td in her safe box;;and there was the fumirure. 
rare porcelain and silvetw3re adorn,ot the salons. and the ITlIsic 

~ion at the ChSteau de I..ouYeciennes, al l presents from the 

kif1&. Louis XVs love for jeanroe was uncorwitiooal.a11owioc her 
to be capritious. even impertinent. The future lovis XVi. 
cr;mdson of looIs XV. was a virtU()tJs)'01IOI INn who 
dinruned her openly; in front of the court she referred to him 
as a -bi& boy badly brOIJtttt up", While his wife. the future ~rle 

Antofnette. who detested je.lfVIe;and was not af~d to show it, 
was dubbed -The Utde Redtead- by m~ klot's mistress. 

Her dream C!nded abrVJItly. On 10 May 1774.l.ovis XV 

died from smallpox. The <by before.jeanne had been asked to 
retire to the sinistC!r Abba,.e de PonNlux·Dames. with only 
one maid In auend~nce. She spent a year in exile. alter which 
the newly crowned lovis XVI allowed hC!r to retum to 

lovYeciennes. He reinstated her allowance. which had beef'I 
offered to hC!r by his ""ndbther. under the striCt condition 
du.t she remain discreet. Her relathoely quiet life was made 
more agreeable by iI new afbir, the Ouc de Briss~c. a rich, 

older man. became htl' lover. He offered respecQbility to the: 
old kin,s fJvov rite, 

The: first months of the: revolution did litde to Impinge on 
Jeanne's comforuble lifestyle: ;md she wovld undovbtedly 

have lived a peacdul life had she remained discreet. However. 
the theft of .. brge quantity of her diamonds durina me night 
of 1011 1 January 1791 rumed her dMtiny on Its head. She 
spent the night in Patis. at the: HOI.I5e of Brisuc who wu 

""in, a dinner. Early the next morning. one of the domestic 



servants diSCOYered a double ladder leaning against the wal 

of the Cl'I5leau de l ovveciennes. One of the windOW$ had 

been bf'Oken. The thieYeS, ~lI lnfonned it seems, had no 
uooble finding the jewels, which were slOt'ed in 01 superb 

commode decor-lIted with SCvru porcelain Inlay plates. 

Instead 01 alening the poIice.,lanne boasted of the theft 
throughout Eu~At hf!r own expense, she primed tnlCts (see 

pages 16 <lI\d 17) offerina 011.000 Louis (-40,000 livres) reward 
to anrone who found her diamonds. following with a list of the 

fllolQIific.ent stolen items: 

Thirty Of' so rings with inseru of sapphires, emeralds 

and large diamonds 

Two large brilliant-cut diamond earrings 

Bncelet clasps, shoe buckles_ a cross. a riviere. 01 

seccod neckbce, and diamond glnndoles 

A double SttYlg of pNrls. a uutoir of pearls and p~rl 

braceleu 

Sixty-four I~ diamonds. 

A rose of d iamonds (whkh she wore on her belt] and 
numerous pieces of preciO!.ls meuJ 6econted with 

diamonds and pt"ecious nones. 

The toal vah.le o f the uolen items was euimued ,It 1.5 

mill ion Ijvres.ln what was 01 period of austerity and poIitiCilI 

unrest. revealing ownership of such rkhes drew Jeanne much 

attention. 

In london. a month after the theft. the English police 

arTeSled a VC'-" of ruffians who were offe""g UIlll'lOO'lted 

dlMnOrtds of excenent ~Iity to jewellers In the (ity.JeatWle, 

invited to view the recovered haul. travdled to En&W four 
times between i'ebNary 1791 and March 1791 However. her 

efforts wel'l! in vain. Ce~ly. her owneohip of the diilmonds 

was recognised, but they remained In the possession cl the 

Engfish authorities while the thieves went I'-Hried. 

In Fnnce. the revolution was enterin& Its mon bloody 
period.Jeanne'slover.the Due de Brisuc.was lilenlty (ut to 

pieces by a mob in 1792.louls XVI went to the scaffold and 

"The TelTQf"" (the period of violence following me french 

Revolution) began. 

Jeanne was in London at me time of the kin,s execution. 

Had me remained there, quietly awaiting the rerum of her 

diamonds. the -alwbles (ould have been sold to eJlSU~ a 

comfortable exile. Her ban~rs. who had placed a part of her 

fOf""Nne CM:~.ilcMsed her to do just that. Blit. in a 

remarbble show of whim botderi", on madness, she returned 

to mnce.jeilnne jnid for the impnadence with her lite. 
In la Conderzerie.she tried apin to nqctiate with her 

executioners. offeri", all that was left of her riches. "Is Wt 

all, citizen: Royer asked once more. 

No. that was not all. The~ was nil gold. dWnonds. things 

of be~uty tlQt could be tnnsformed one by one into 

pt"ecious minutes of life, a life that !he had no wish to le~ve: 

In a small pine box. a repeater watch mounted with 

diamonds, a small packet of diamonds perhaps 1<4 Of 

15. a small packet of rubies.A (hilin of emeralds :and 

diamonds of which the larv:n weighed SO gains ... In 

the cellar.uncier the stairs, 11 5 plates in silver. 18 

silver c~ndlesdcks. 61 silver serve~ ... ' 

The listirc.interrupted by sobbing and cries of terror, lasted 

for lour hours.Until. suddenly. there was nodWng Iclt. The cellan 

of l.ou¥Kiennes.. the ~es under the HaIrs. the ponds :and the 

~ in the parit - she had ~mbered every pbce. There was 

not one single gold coiflleft to be oIrered up to her execudooers. 
Her !ut f"«ourse, to pin some time, was to propose that she CO 
to London to mrieve the stolen <bmon<Is. retUrning them to 

Paris for !he nation. ff oriy they would let her live. 

'·YO!.I must a(cept your fate citizen and rqain your honour 

throo&t1 your courage," 5.1id !he judge as he wrned. 

di$l:\lsted. with the dossier under his arm.' 

And so. me face of death returned, more hideous than 

be4ore.The executioner appn»dIed once a,pin to cut off her 

hair. Wim the first Cut of the scissors. Jeanne fought, she 

shouted. she cried. Two :uiiSWlU held her down. $;mson 

reRected th;Jt she ought to be ,nteful for the n:moval of her 

curls.The citizen du SalTy had a thick rlKk. This Aeshlness. 

~dded to the mass of cuns. would hinder the bbde or slow it 

down. It would ~ a slow death. wtIIch he wished upon no one. 
,lealV"le climbed into the W1g00 in the company of her 

banker,Jan Baptine Vandenyver, and his t"WO sons, Edme.Jean 

:and AntoineAugystin. Duri", the fint part of the journey. 
she appeared to be in a tranCe, oblivious to the impending 

i1Ct. Or perhaps she was jun exhausted from hmn, Jiven 

~ttle, from all the crying and pleading. But.as the wagon 

passed in front of me Palais Roy<IJ, halfway along me route. 

she began having con'IUlsions and lu.d to be restrained by the 
anendants to stop her jumping OUt of the wagon. Shf! began 
shovtin& again: agonising cries In public. 

"Friends. would you wish to see me dead! ~ me. I h.irmed 
no one. life .. . leave me my life and I will give my WNlth to 

the IU.tion . .. ~ she implored. 1O The crowd threw ~(k insults: 

"Your wealm!You give the nation nothing that it doesn't 

own" replied one man. 
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Then,lItde by I;tde, die crowd quietened down, (uciNted 
by the spectacle of impendine death. Silence descended. as if. 
for once. the crowd had decided to pity the condemned. 
After all. this woman w;u a daughter of the people. not an 
arinOCr'2lt. Un~ttled by the crowd's chMlge of mood. ttle 
executioner wfllpped the horses. His watOn arrived at the 

wlfold on the Pbce de I~ Revolution ~lmoSt at a 1~llop. lt 

was half put four. xiii shoutina. Jun!le W15 the first to cHmb 
down, Sinson's auisunu h~d to lift her to the scaffold wnile 
she pleaded: "One moment more. executioner." "She fOU&ht. 
trying lO bite them," SilJlson later ~O\.WIted. 

She was as W'Ofl& as powerful; it took four men three 
minutes to brine her up. If she had nex made them so 
~ntry by Wl"'eitJing them, I do not think they woufd hzye 

been able;they ~ in torUtcrNDoo.The people did 
not breathe a word,many of them wrned to Ieave.She 
bepn ;tpin. $hout:inc. She: could '- been hurd beyond 
the river MId she was fri&tltenin& to kx* at C\'O'ltuall)' 
they managed to quieten her. i!.nd it was done." 

The inventOl'y and requisition of her estate. overseen by 
her denouncer, George Greive, began the next day. F04' 
weeks. rep!.lblian repre.sentatives listed and estimated the 
paintings, fumiwre.objecu of gold and silver. precious 
ornaments md jewellery diK<M!red in the chiteau, the 

music ~illon md the crounds - includiflJl: the founta in - of 
the l ouveciennes eSQte. Monn.IOYJoI v.alet to the comtesse. 
was guillotined on I B De<:embef'. Deliant. another domestic 
serv.ant. who ~Imost ceruinl)' acquired sevenl of the hidden 
objecu. escaped the lUilloone by dyinc In the infirmary at 

Ver$.ililles seYe",1 d.1ys ~her his ~rrest. His widow, less 
forwnate, CUt her own throat with a ruor while In prison. 

The inventory recorded tT'IOf'e than I J rrillion IiYres of 
p~1ous objecu,of which <400.000 ~vres compmed diamoods 

or jewellery. Renu from the estate iI/'Id the proprieties sold 
added to the total. In all, the assetS of citiltn du Barry enriched 
the Republic by seYer;,! miUion Iivres; funds !Ne were ullendy 

needed to ~ the tI'OOpS bawi", on the frontiers of Fr.ance. 
But, the Iqend of the Comtene du BaITy's di;unonds did not 
finish there. It continued in london.at Christie's. 

Two years later ... 

Chriscie's 125, Poll MGI, London 19 Februory, 1795 

Every time he entered his uand saleroom. ~s Christie 
took ~ moment to ~ctnire his portr.lit. The p.1intinz,by his frieod 
Thomas GainsbofOUgh. was a rbun'l\! of his career; Born in 
Penh. Scocbnd. in 17)0, to ~n EntIish bther and ~ mother who 
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beIorlced to lhe cbn of MxOoNld, he bepn with very lJule. kl 
thirty years. he had buile a renowned business W'hile recaininc 
his respewbility is a cendem:ln,The pUltint was leswnent to 

this ",chieYemcnclc:iIIlinC cently on the paimjllis &o&d frame to 

reJ.d d'le inscription, a disc:rtfl smile came to the lips 01 the 

depot Christic,in modest recocnition of nis own success. 

When he w;u fifteen ye;lrl old, Christie embuked for an 
advenwre on the high sus. His funer hold offered him an 

officer', commission in the Royal Navy.The discovery of the 
world hold amused him and he .....ould ha.-e mJodc a career of 
seafaring had he not fallen ill love during a period of s~ 
late. His marriatc Jot the ~e of lIineteen persU<ldcd him to 

choose a more sedentary profession and he seuled in 
london. His ruorural curiosity Ie",d him into the fascinalill& 

work! of objets d'Oft He learnt his profession alongside Mr 
Annesley, an auctione<er in C<M!nt Garden. before deciding.. in 
17MJ, to be<ome Independent. 

Christie's cnosen proleuion. which many of his collfal\lCs 
considered simply a w.ly of empc:yinc houses, warehouses. 
bJnkrupt shops or cascles. ofJered him credentials. Ridard 

Dalton's print shop on PaP Mall beame his base.The &lass roof 
in the principal room of the shop projected lithe in such Jo w:q 
thou it was perfect ler vlMnc paintinp. a quality that inspired 

Christie to hold exhibitions. VIeWers were cNen two complete 
dlys to ~dmire J.nd assess the wortu on 08er before auction day. 

ChriSM'S other insenious idel wu to use the ~r of 
the press to publicise the ",ucdons. The line ~rtlde was 

published ill tJord's Ewnm,Posf.on 14 December 1767.He 
creued private vlewings for the mon privile&ed dienu. Events 
would be arranged in the eveni"J. with entry supervised by 

the doorman of tne Royal Opera at C~ Garden who, 

knowinC <1111 ehe entided memberl, could ensure ch;it aNy the 
most discerning guesu wtre allowed In,AII of this I'Ielped pin 

Christie the tide of wpri!'ll;e of <1Iuclioneers"; and never w;u 

this title ~ merited than on 19 FebruJry 1795. 
Christie's bec<lme the u.lk of alllondon wtlen the 

diamonds of the Comtesse du Barry came to auction. The 
theft from l ouve(iennes in pOWlry 179 1, their discovery in 
London <11 month la ter and the identity and tr'2lgK: demise of 

their owner lent the swnes <In ~ur.l of mystery - u the 

sumptuous md lragic eitle of the catalogue demonstrated 
perfectly: "A most ClpiQI and superbAssembbge ofVloluloble 

jewels. of moSt singular excellence. be<1luty md perl«tion. 
bte the property of mJod.1me la ComtcSse du Bilrry, 
de<used", 

The ~uction comprised Sixty-five lots, fuwrinc 1,000 

peilrls; ISO brilliVlt diamonds, weighinc be~n one ilJld 
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twe/Ye cams: I ,200 $ffl~lIer di~m00d5: JOd $OIl'le swoes of 
colour. Unfortunately. none of the stones were mountN. The 

stolen jewels had been broken up by the thieves to ~d 

suspiciol\. On their ~nival in London, the thieves IQd $Old ~ 

few of the diamonds for ( 1,500 to ~ well·known jeweller,Mr 

LIon.This ,endeman, deli,hted with such ~ barpin - the 

diamonds were worth Jjx times wt1~t he p~1d - I1Jd not been 

unduly WOI"lit!d. It ~ not unusu~ for the french to be 
selling dl)monds che~y at this time. The Memig.-es" had fled 

the French Revolution. sell ing their belongings to SUrffle. 

Many had CI'losM London over other European capitals. 
Indeed. more thiln 10.000 French elmens h~d taken refuge in 

the British capital. 
~~ dlys ~fter his purdwe ~d mer some 

consideration, Uon had decided that the genuemen sellinz the 
diWlOflds did not have the look of Fre"lCh "emigr~s" and had 

alerted !he poIke.The 0"1 had been arrested ~nd the 
trusure retriCV'Cd. The ComtC$se du B.arry had d~ mived in 

London soon after. Intent on Identifying the stones. Three 
yur"S btCl'", the tri~ oYer, !he thiCV'Cs condemned ~nd ~dlme 

du Barry guillotined, the British ~uthorities had unctioned the 
sale of the diamonds. the proceeds from whid! were to be 

~Id to erediton,Whu (CfNined of the Iqencbry collettlon. 

eiven by ~ ki", of Fr.II1Ce to his mistress. w.u offered ;It 

Christie's. 

The ule made £8,788, twenty percent of the Y.lIue 

announced by M~<b.me do Barry wheo the di~monds were 
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stolen four yur"S previou$ly. Of courw, eeruin Stones, 

perhaps the mon valW1ble. had a1~dy been sold.The 

diamonds thu Uon had ~cquired rOf" £ 1.500 were. according 

to him, worth ~t lent £9,000. The influx of precious stones 

ontO the London market, resulting from the French 

Revolution, was without doobt a contril:MJtin& bctor to the 

bll in v~lue. 

Surprisingly, the sale cnalogue appean to mention stones 

Wt were not included in the list of jewellery stolen I'rom 
Madame du Barry. Jeanne had mentioned a necklace of 200 

pearls. ano!her o r 100 pearls and a bracelet of four suings of 

pearls. comin& to ~ toal of 500 pearl,- HOWC:\Ier. Christie· $ 

C1ulogue mentions mOfe thin dooble that numbe1".Wu 

M~dame du &rry mistiken! Or did the peufs come from 
another burgbry, and were then Induded In the thieves' haul1 

Surely. the most inul",in, question of ~I is wN.t became 

of Madame du Barry·s diamonds after the Christle's sale. The 

most important s tone, ~ white brilliant weighing 12 C;u<lU, 

~ sold fOf £'J 10. The list of buyers' NffiCS mentioned In 

the margin of the C1Qlogue is a UttIe deceptive. Only the 
deale~ ~re feuured. Obviously, one can Im;agine th~t the 

diamonds were sold apin once they had been remounted. It 

is almost certain IN.t a numbef" of these diamonds remain 

within British collec:tions today. However, without the 
discoYery of a named re<:elpt referring to the trark 
provenance, Madame du Barry's diamonds will remain 

:IIlOI'I)'mous.. Forever. 

Fxlne pap.: Portnrt of J.imes Chnlbe The ~ atOfDf', by I\obe1. 
D.pr-'ll'\ 1791. 
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A.bove and facing p3ge: Catalogue of the collection of Madame la 
Comt=e Dubarry (Christie's london. 19 February 1795). 



A /1.. 

CATALOGUE 
0, 

A most Capital and superb Assemblage of Valuable 

JEWELS, 
Of Illost singuL1r EXCELL£NCl;, IlP,AUT¥> and P&RFECT10N, 

J.ATE THE PRoPERTY OF 

:Madame La COMTESSE DUBARRY, 
DECEASED. 

WHICH (BY ORDgR OF TI·II; ADMLNISTRATOR) 

WiU be pt'rfltlforily Soltl by AucJiml 

By Mr. CHRISTIE, 
At his Great Room in Pall Mall, 

On TIIURSDAY, FEBRUARY the 19th, 1795, 

To be: Viewed Two D215 prec-eding tb~ Sale, when Cac!o~C$ m:ly be. lad ill the­

Rainbow Cclfee House, Cornhill i and in Piiill M;aU. 
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Charles Genevieve d' Eon 
THE STRANGE CHEVAUER 
(1728- 1810) 

JamM Christle Nd to admit tNl the French Reo;oiuUon lu.d 
bHn to his advantqe. Uninlentiomlly, these bloody bnillncs 

III'ho had guillotined their ~Ity had driven thousands of 
objects into hi$ auction noule. Cerain aristOCrats had 
succ~sful ly lied France. brlncina the greater part of their 
e5ute with them. Othel"li ~d onty rmnaged to ~ve a few 

jewels.And it was ~ to him that they ume when they 
~nted the ben price, pv-Ocularly when they lud the good 

sense to sell everythi", in one si",le auction. Durl", die 
month 01 Febrwry. 1791. he orpnised the first auction of a 
collection owned by a lady "emiv~··. He w:u fortunate, she 
accepted thilt her rllome be published in the owogue: 

Some VilIUlblel and elepnl jewels, wme few line 

prlnu, VilIUlble coins and mechls, the pr*rty 01 

m"demoisel1e ~ Ch~liere d'Eon, 

No one else could have generate<! as mud! curiosity. in 
London or all of Eul"Ope.as Mack-moiselle la Chevaliere 
d'Eoo. Twenty yeJt'S ~rlier. she lud turned the British apiQl 

on la head by beina the subject of the mon ItnpOrtant bet 
ever ~ with a ~ker. The toal sake money pVd 
on d'Eon came to £100,000. ~ question arisil'll was simple. 
but fundamenal: Man orWoman. wml was "iu" sex! No 
one could prcMde an answer. Unc:ertainty and ambiguity had 

exined t:vff sinc:e her birth, in Sourxogr'lf:, 00 5 Oc.tobu 
1728. Her parents glYe her a double Christian I1;Ime, both 

masculine and feminine: Chartn and Genevi~. The 
misuodersanc!ing directed her ...... hoIe life. perpetwted by 
d'Eon her'lelf: somecimes she dressed as a man,someomn n 
a \NQITU.n. regularly changing dothes so as to misle.ad. 
Officially. since living in London. MademoiseUe d'Eon had 
chosen feminine dodling. but she could still df7N a sword 

'Niell skill aod I>"ecision. 

Above Uld be .. ~: The ~ d'EDn.MuH m; a woman.lnd 
The ~ d'Eon. <h$wd (IS 0 Dragoon. both brt ~.fI./ptJ~te 
Sradei. Irn. 

Thursday 14 February 1792 
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J~ Christic, howe-ter, was certain about one point In 

pmic\llar.This ~ ~iued openly to ~nc her be3rd and 

hold beep InYotved In ill I"Umbcr 01 conspl~clts. battles Uod 

intri&ues. She ~s ~ ~ - 01'" .. t leut she hid been - in the ~ 0' 
Kina: Louis XY:her first adventures in tspiona£e had been at the 

COUrt of Ru~ in the time of the T $arm 8i~h PetfO'iN. 

Abo¥r. rh! Assaat Of kooni Mot~ 1O'hd1 tooIc pIac~ m Car!lon House 
on 9A;n r787.betNee'1~la~O'£mde 
8foumonl: UId ~ De Sc.nI: George,., Iht pmfI'ICt' 0( I-M Ro,d 
~ rile Pmu ~ w.-J o(the nobrIotyond mant ~ 
~ mmtfl"$ v( LordJn. irtM lricnown. 
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Hff ambivalence r'Ny ~ ~n responsible for htr mnJitment 

intO the French ~"'t service: in 17S6.The Sew:n Yean'War 
tht'e~tcned wrope. Fnoce qalnst En&l .. nd; Prussb apillSt 

AusuQ. In the diplOfmDc wnn&linc. the SWlCt 01 the Russbns 
was crucial and each EuropeMl nation sent ambassadors and 
$pies to ~int Petenbura in the hope of inftvencit1s the UOIriNI. 

BruaJ. lunatic Uod undoubtedly ~iac. this mnt:<! 
WC/fNn owned one of the tnO$[ imprtuive wardrobes in 

E~.Uod collected 100000rs.~ls;and ~Kes. She pve bium! 
INortiu. ~ked ~b where men wen! obI~ to dreu iIS 

voomen. while the ¥>OITIeT1 drnsed as men. 
The Chev.l1iefe d'Eon wu offici~1y of mucu~ne sex durina 

his time in the R~sim court. Without dolht. he enjoyed the 



atmO$phere Wt encouraged It'ans¥eStism.ln onIer to succeed 

in his mission, he dressed as a wonun.a1IowinC him to be 
inuoduted to the wrim as 1 relder. The aarinl wanted to 
make d'Eon a lover or mistrt'Ss, 1"10 one knew quite which. She 
tried in vain; the younC ITWl rerTQioed UNII'ected, He dido't 

need to succumb - the dipIofNtic victory had llready beUI 

Jelled whet1 the Ruuilns anoounced their al1ilnce with the 

Frer'ICh,1't'If! minion bunched a Eon's diplonutic areer,1Ione 
with aD the myths WI surrounded his 5eX\IaI identity, 

At the bqinnlrc of I n~, he was sent to the: French 
Embusy in London on a lflCret miuion; uop the putMication 

of a ~~t thlt de:scribed Louis XVs romantic liaison with 

Madlme du ~rry, Emitled Secret Memories; of 0 Pllblic~, 

it WolS the work of Clw'les T'hevenelu de Monnde, an exile 

who had been resident in Engbod for ~enl yelrs.. The 
~mphlet described Madame du ~rry as a prostitute 01 the 

lowest onIer. NicklQme<I "Chonchon. "'I she had twO !overt. 

both of whom she ueued very famibrly, One of them was 
the Kin,: of fn.nce who.according to TheYeneau. pr-epared du 
~rry's coffee: e.cry morning. The second, theA.t-chbhllop of 

Reims. was given the char&e of presendn,: her slippers on 
rislnC from their debauchery. O'Eon and another d the king's 

emlsurles. M. de 8eaumatd1als, the celebrated writer. 

~tiated hard to obtain the de:nruction d the pamphlet. 

Min ion c.ompleted, d'Eon fewmed to Fn.rKe. t-IoweYer. 
the death of Louis XV signalled his retirement. The new king, 

Louis XVI, preferred 10 distance hlmsell' from this suance 

secret :li;ent. To JUlIf1lfllee his discl'1!tion,and in ~titution 

fOf' alllhe secret papen he "dd, d' Eon was awarded a 

pen~ d 12.000 livres.. Once apn he c~f1IC!d sex, no 

doubt to c~r all uace:s of his past acd'lide:s, 
Mademoiselle la Chev.l~ere d'Eon seWed permanendy in 

london, In a sm1l1 house in ~r Street.Soho.Thet-e Sohe 

beame a book layer and. on the occask)n d an luction. 

made the acquainunce of p'me, Christle, To supplement her 

inc.ome $he sometimes orpnised ptlbliC duels. during which 

she would draw her sword againsl some very able 

opponenu. The Prince ofV41es hold occuion to orpnise ~n 

event espe<:lally fOf" her In the salon of his London ~e, 

Carlton House, O' Eon fought another celebrned 

swordsman, the Knight of Sllnt Geor,e. d'le mixed.heritage 

$On d a ric.h pllnter from GuadelO\lpe and a slave, 

The suspension of d'Eon's pension <!ue to the French 

R.evoIution de;llt her fil1ances ~ cruel blow, Equally. the duels 

PJ&t>c:~ of the F\oopertyof~~1e I.l Chev.J,1e'e D'Eon 
(Qv,Itie'~ I..cndoo. Jot ~ l1'12~ 

didn't ,enente much income, and $0. in Fe~ry 1792. 

approac.hing the age of sixty, she decided to place ~rt d 
her wardrobe, dilmonc:b - notably a beautiful ~ir of 
pendant eamngs - gravures and fumlWrf: in the Nnds of 

James Chriuie. 

The )'II!~n that foll~ W1!re not kind to Mademoiselle 

la Chev.!Jier-e d'Eon, In 1796, she was injured <!urin, her Iin~1 

duel..And,ln 1803, the year in which James Cnrinle dJed,she 

was imprisol'led fOf" her debts. Only the intervention of 
QlJ«n ChoIrIotte, who awarded her a small penslon. eru.bIcd 

her to live OUI the IiI1aI yean of het' life in relative comfon. 

She died in 181 0, 

Her famous books were ~uctioned in February 181 3 by 

James Christie's son, 11$0 alled tames. In a book d~iated to 

the Christie famay. written In 19'6,Wil iam Roberu, reponed 

that the )'OU'1Jc.'f' ,lama Christie own~ sl:YC:f1ll ... ery personal 

sOU¥enin of the Che¥aliete d' Eon, l"IOtabiy a conet. 'J 

In May 1810, twO days ~fter d'Eon's de.-.th. a doctOf" and 

seventeen wft7I~ses were cailed to the autopsy, Or 

CoppeWld and the witnesses could filUlly c.onfirm, without 

I!T'/ ambiguity. that the lady wa.s Indeed a man. 
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MURDERED QUEENS 

A~:A pwd dLMnOnd 'cIorrr"8.ZIe' ~ (,1870. Formmy In the CcII«bon of 
[mpms ~orMtni(Onroe'1~ 17 M.y 20(6). 

F,lOnI ~E.I!sobM EInj:rm c(~ by Fnnz XiYerW~ 1865. 

CHAPTER 2 
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Mary, Queen of Scots 
A QUEEN BEHEADED 
(1542-1587) 

The fint strike 01 the exe<:utioner's axe fell natty on her 

neck. The attending crowd would all have been able to hear 

the q~n ~ ' 'Swttt jesuS-. ~ ~ond blow cut thrte 
qw.rtel"5 of the 'mY thl'"OlJgh her neck. It was the third,lnd 

fin~ cut which s~red ~ had from the body. M;ary Swan. 

Queefl of ScodlOd.d~r queeo of Fnnce lo~ claimant to 

the throne of England. was deld. The beheading of a queen 

was unthinklble. but it had been carried OUt on the order 01 
her cousin, E1iubW\, Queen of Engbnd. The myth of rule by 
divine rip,t was OYer. From this moment onwar/h wv-ereigros 

could be subjected to trl~ and exe<:utlon. 

The Oo«n of ScOtl.lnd was only tOld cl her impendiOJ 
death on the eve of the execution. Neverthele$s. she 

organised the coo c.arefully, Her \'Oke during the bst hours 
of her life was that of a courageous q~ and a martyr to 

the Cathol ic f~th. Her Iile hJd not been I.ldclng in p;luior. or 

frivolity, and in the final few houn she p~~d for her 

~lvation.Thi5 duth needed to be recorded 101" POSterity. 
Several days before. she had written in a final letter to hc!r 

cousin. the Due de Guise: Mtl'le faCt of being condemne<l by 

heretiC$ and e1Iemies of the church. who have no jurisdiction 

over me - an Independent queen -Is adv.!n~eous in the 

eyes of God". 

On the nigh t of the 7 Febrwry. hav ing listened to the 

bleak verdict. Mary. Quet!n of Scou. rt!tired to her 

ap.1rtmenu. Sht! dic tued ht!r last wisht!s. aut!mbled her 

rem .. ining ponenions and pe something away to each of 

ht!1' loyal servanu n a keepsake. Stnpklous of her }iller, 

~s Piult!t, a Protestant fanatic who had always rt!fu sed 

to show her the slighten counesy, she confided iNtead in 

Andrew HelvilJe. her cham~rbin. naming the objecu and 

jewellery tha t $he wished to be paned on to her son. 

Jounes.and her p,lIrenu in Fn.nce and $p.lin.The rest of the 

evening was spent quietly. in the company of her I~I 

friends. While Uok.,g her Int mul. the queen nked her 

m .. id of honour.Jane Kennedy. to read her a pau~e from 

the scriptures. Jane chose the Story of the thief who 

Fotheringhay Casde 
Sunday 8 February 1587 

repented on the cross before dying. wC(!f'Uoinly he was a 

great sinner. but my sins are yet grener. K the queen 

commented.Then. towards midnight, she lay dOWtl on her 

bed to ake a little re.st. without sleepin&-What a stn.nge life 

she tad It!d. 

She was born on B December 15042. in the palace of 

Unllthgow. near Edinburgh. Six days after. upon the death of 
her father. she became Queen of Scodand under the 

turbulent rqency of urdinal 8eaton. the Count of Arran 
ilnd her mother. Harie de Guile.widow of JamesV. Her 

kingdom was often ooder threat from powerful English 

neighbourl. and Mane de Guise SOOfl OJroed to their 

tnditional .. lly. France. for protection. Mary (;l!so wHanel 

was promised to the heir to the French throne. FI'1~ois. For 

her safety. she was sent to the court of Henry 11. where she 

spent her formative ~rt. 
Already Q ueen of Scotland. in 1559 she came to the 

throne of Fra~e with Fra~ois. Unfommueiy, he dIed the 

following year at the age of sixteen.Widowed. she returned 

to her own country. Scotbnd was waiting for her. Or $0 she 

thoutht. The next seven years were ones of deception. 

disl~lty. deaths and trials. Hary was harused by the 

Protesanu for beln( a uthollc: deceived by her step 

brother. the Earl of Moray. who was plotting treuon: and 

used by her !eCond husband. l ord Darnley. a scoundrel 

who fathered tier a son. She became lost in religious 

controveny. court intrigue Mid dMl squabbling. Her 

flUrrl~e to Damley became a nightnUre after he killed one 
of her favourites. Oavid Rinio. in front of her. Oarnley died 

a year bter.su(focned in the prden of his Edinburgh home 

following lIn exploSion. Mary sealed her fate by flUrrying 

the man reputed co h;tve killed D~mley.James. Earl of 
Bothwell. Their union unlea.shed a W3Ve of :;JI!1pr. Her 

Cuholic supporters criticised her union with a Protestant: 

the Protestants called her an adulterous sinner; the people 

accused her of being involved in the murder of Damley: and 

the lords of Scotlllnd ...... ithout junification. accused her of 

being unfit to govem.A c~lttion was formed against Mary, 

ultiflUtely !eliding to her abdication in favour of her son in 

July 1567. 

l S 
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~ry's time in the wildemeu bq;In.. Br.aoded ~n 
incompetent qUH'n. ament moth~ and unscrupulous wife. she 

was imprisoned in ~ StNn castle on ~n is~nd in Lo<h le¥en. She 
duly escaped ~nd pdlered an ~rmy of 6.000 men.only lor them 
to be be.3ten by troops undet" the c~ of her Step 

brothel". the Earl of Many. Selievinc tmt she coold a ke refuge 
with her coo§in. Elizabeth. wim whom she /Qd JIw;Jys contested 
d~ ritht to the English throoe. she fled to EnPnd. But Biubeth 
was distruStful of the fiery, uncontrollable per'SOl"Wit)' 01 her 
Scotr:i!h COU1in.and pbced ~ry under house arrest. For the 
foIlowinl tw'enty years. t'bry ~ from castle to asde, 

cfwlcinllwler and raidence often, neYl:r meeOnl her Enllish 
cousin and neYtf" s.eeire her ron. wOO by now /Qd become Kinl 
,limes VI of Scotbnd. This did not stOp her conspiring. as always. 
with Spain, France 01" Rome. Eventually. Eiubeth's patience 
wore thin and - after mud! hesiation - she passed sentence 
and condemoe<i het" cousin to <!eat/\. 

In the lreal hall of fothering,3Y Casde. where a saflold 
had b«o erected and ~dorned In black vetYet. 300 lenUemen 
iWC!mbled to witness the execution.The Queen of Scotbnd 
;mived a few minutes after nine o'clock in the morning. She 
/Qd MJOtiUed. with much difficulty. for six of her loyal servants 
to accompany her. ~ry did not wish to die alone. Moreover. 
she wi~ thtt her death could be faithfully retoId:the role of 
marryr oHered by her cousin only acquired value once the 
news IQd been made public. She affirmed her Catholic faith 
many times. When the deN! of the Protesant community of 

the neighbourinl town of Peterborough appro;lched to &i¥e a 
final prJ)'tr, she wJYed him a~, ~nl; "SIr, I persevere in the 

Roman G.thoIic faith lor which l;un ~bout to spil my blood." 

Lookinl salnuy,ln a long satin d~u with lonl white veils 

trimmed with lace. the queen dimbed ontO the K41ffoId.Jane 
Kennedy and Eliubeth Curie stood alo",slde. char&td wft:tl 
und~$$lnl her. They took off M~ry's velb. the twO COld 
rosaries that she wore on her bek, then the lonl black dress, 
under which she wore an underskirt and a bodice in blood 

red.The queen put on twO lore recl sleeves bdore kneel inl 
in front of the block. Three times ~he pronounced the words. 
"In manus tuU domIne. confide spiritum meum" (Into your 
hands 0 Lord. I commend my $pirit).Then the ilXe fell. 

At this precise moment the legend of Mary Swart began.. 
The executioner lrabbed me dead queen's head by the hair to 

show it to the assembly. Sadly, the head rolled ~ across the 
scaffold leMlg the executioner' holding a red wig in his hand. 
Almost invnedCatdy,a m.JfIled yapping was heard coming from 

the queen'l dothin~her small dog /Qd been hidden in her 

Facq p.lle: ~ of the diMnOnd lOenet nne of M.ar)( Queen of 
Stou (Chnsbe', London. 21 N"Y 1817) 

skins and w;as now crying for his milt,.en. Cude fo(herin&tllY 
fell into a deep lethargy.The servanu were dismissed. The late 
queen's clod'Iire was carefully burnt. Only one person wu 
aJlowoed to leave the c:asde to carry news 01 Nary's death to 

the English queen.AII the casOe doors were Ioded, be&iMing a 

curfew tNt laSted ei;ht months. 
The Kinl of Scod",nd, angered by the <ie;am of his ~, 

broke off all dlplomatic relations with the En&4ish crown. 
Biubeth was obliged to tral'l( funerallighu to het cousln,and 
a sl!l'Vice was duty held on I August I sas. at Peterborough 
Cathedral. accord'ng to the rites of the Protesont church.As a 
mark 01 respect. tho1.e loyal servaflU authorised to as§in at 

the ceretnOJTt st<>ppe(l short before the calhedral. furious. 

Biubeth denied them their libeny until the foIlowina: 
October; ten months after the death cllheir mistrns.Andrew 
Melvine.Jane Kennedy. Bizabeth Curle and twenry other loyal 
members 01 her household finally left Fotherll"(hay. The castle 
never OYerume the stigma r:I Nary's execution and it fell into 

ruin. as if forJotten. Very little n!maim today. Jane Kenne<ly 
~wmed to Scodand to marry Andrew Mclville,;!nd it was 

they who lOOk King lames the lut sou-.enln 01 his mother. It 
is also thanks to Jane Kenoedy and Andrew MeMne. and 
Biubeth Curie and M<lry Seton. another foIower cl ~ry 
SWaft, tNt Christie's became linked to the I~ r:I the 

beheaded queetl at the end 01 the eighteenth cennry. 
Mary Swart I, the lint historical chancrer to be 

mentioned in the comlWl)"s archives. The sales aalague for 

an auction between 16 and 21 February 1767. n!ads: 

A ~gnum of the order of the hot)' ghost. composed r:I 
diamonds, rubles, sapphires, emeralds. onyx., pearl. .. 
wore by Mary OJeen of ScotS. the morning die was 
beheaded, which she pve to a lady. tMn In Wliti.,.. in 

whO$e bmity it hu been till this short time. u can be 
well authemlcated. 

The suuestion that the queen wore the iewel on the 
mominj: 01 her exe<.ution is erTOneOlIl. Mary Swan only 

wore tWO gold rosaries that <by. One was~; the other 
WI"'Iived.and now belongs to the Duke 01 NorioIk. HoweYcr,it 

is certain that some fewe/s,objects and souvenirs did lezve 
FcxheringNy ~fter her execution. The s,,"1nl was not Ihe only 
ornament to surface in the auction aWocues and C"ach pi«e 
from Mary StI.QJ't tNt does appear is catalogued at length. 

On li i"by 1817, Christie·s ~red "the oripal dQmond 

rilll of ~ry, Queen cl ScotS. upon which ~re en&raved the 

arms of Elllland. Scotland and IreIatKf'. The aalOlue dcsc.ribed 
the Ioomty of the rinl from the time of Hary mrough 10 its 

appeannce at the auction house. The ring was "ven to her son. 
,lames VI (pmes I of Encland). by Andrew Nel .. iDe and p.ne 
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Upon th~ d~ath of the 1<4'" E:.rI of EJlinton,In 1892, his 

four sons tntruSted Christle', with the sale of part cl the 
f;unify collection. indudinc the " qlinton jewcll".Th~ event 
was written up in the preu of the time; on 2) Febfwry 

IS'H , the Gasp" Hctold ooted: 

The last kn in the: E&linton toIIcction, nlnlber 69 in the 

QQIocue, is the histotic suite of a neckl.Ke, brooch ¥Id 
e;IlTinp. whkh,lCconillJ to v..dition in the bmily, 

belonced to ~ry Q\JHr'I of Scou.. Of this neddace a 
photocnph was reproduced in the catalocue.Mer some 

n.tner bnzuid compaition. the jewels _ re 5o'd to 

1't\11/ps.,a London dealer,for £365,The toQ( sum ~ by 
the sale cl th~ E&linton Jeweb was in excen of £6.050. 

Almost half che value of the sale was deriYed from a 
Plrure in black pe~rl5 and diamonds, which was sold fex 

£],000, Unl ike many of th~ other jewels once own~d by 

Mlry Swart. these haven't b«n IoSL In 19]5. the jubilee 
)'ur of KinC Gool'le V. th~ Count~n of Bl.thurJt off~red 
them to Q ueen M:iry, Today. they Iotm Plrt o f the Royll 

Collection. 
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Marie Antoinette of France 
THE GUILLOTINED QUEEN 
(1755-1 793) 

This time it is not gems but a snuffbox. Oval, in enamelled gold. 

with a miniature on the lid: "The youngTelemac:hus and his 

mentor". It was auctioned by the second James Christie ( 1773-

183 J), who, following the death of his father on 8 November 

1803. had taken the family business in hand. His four brothers 

led very different lives. Charles. a captain in the 5'" Bengali 

Regiment, died in 1812 fighting against the Russian Army in 

Persia.A1OOny and Edward both died in 1821. Of the first, 

nothing is known. Of the second. however. history retains a 

trace. He joined the British Navy and died in Port Royal, 

Jamaica, at the age of thirty. The last of the Christie brothers, 

Samuel Hunter, born to James Christie senior's second wife, 

became a celebrated mathematician. 

James was educated at Eton and was destined for the 

Church. He was thirty when he took over the auction house, 

most likely because he was the eldest son and none of his 

younger brothers wanted the role. Throughout his life . his 

great passion was antiquity. He wrote several works on the 

subject, and Christie's undoubtedly owes iu development in 

the domain of archaeology and Greco-Roman art to James. 

The aforementioned snuffbox was certainly to his liking. It 

was sold for £]5. a respectable sum in the early nineteenth 

century. It is interesting to note the amusing notation in the 

catalogue: '"formerly presented by the queen of France to the 

Comtesse de la Motte··. 

The 'queen of France' is certainly Marie Antoinette of 

Lorraine d·Autriche. wife of Louis XVI,guillotined in 179]. 

What of the Comtesse de la Motte~ She was not just any 

comtesse.An authentic descendant of theValois kings of 

France. a line of the Capetian royal dynasty that iocluded the 

celebrated King Francis I. and a formidable schemer, she 

instigated one of the most famous frauds of the eighteenth 

Right: The Cipher of QUeef1 MaMe Antoinette. attributed to Pierre 
Gouthiefe. c.1790 (Olristie·s Paris. 3 No.oember 2015). 

Facing page: A pair of diamond earrings. c.1700s. Formffiy in the 
Collection of Q ueen Mane Antoinette. currently hek:I by the 
Smithsonian Natural History Museum in Washington (Olristie's 
London. 25 Ju....., 1891. for the di.amoncls). 

Christie's London 
22 Octobe r 181 2 

cenwry: the "affair of the queen's necklace", the theft of 

diamonds that led to a political scandal. 

At the start of the I 780s. Marie Antoinette had already 

been labelled with a reputation for frivolity and extravagance, 

and she was lampooned in pamphleu throughout Europe. 

Her penchant for diamonds was well known. She received an 

impressive quantity on her marriage to the future King Louis 

XVI in 1770. She also bought several gemstones. One of her 

finest acquisitions was a pair of earrings made up of six 

important pear-shaped diamonds. She followed this purchase 

several years later with a pair of beautiful braceleu, featuring 

several rows of diamonds. None of these could match the 

fabulous necklace that would elevate her reputation to new 

heighu, but which would also prove to be her undoing. 

The jewel, valued at 1,600,000 livres in France, is a tower of 

pr&ious stones created by Boehmer and Bassange: nearly 650 

diamonds (which took several years to collect) weighing 2,840 

carau in total.The magnificent piece resembled a horse's 

harness in diamonds.The jewellers created the necklace for an 
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old acquainance of the Chrbtie iamity,Macbme du Ba,...,.. Sadly, 

Louis xv, who commiuiooed the piece. died before it wu 

finished In 177~, BodllT~r VKI 8as~ lad to flnd a ~ 

client. Mane Antoineue loYed dWnoods. but $he ~~ ~d a 

substantial coIl«tIoII oand the massive necklace wun't really to 

her wte. She ~ to buy it. Nercx~tions were prolonged 

and the ;ewellen. indebted. iw'ed bilnkrupu:y. 

The jewellef',' predic~t opened the door to a 

dubious chv'acter it! the shape of .Ieame de VJ!ois de Saint 

Remy. She w.u twenty-five )'e~~ old ~nd unscrupulOU$. The 

desceo<iant of a cenuine boIsurd of the Kin, of France. Hemi 

U (ISI9-15S9).J~Me was born into poverty In 1756. Her 

mother wu a pl"OSOwte and her bther disappeMed when 

ihe was six )'em old. She liYed, boldly. from pe»ching. 
However. foIlowi". interYention from M ... dvne de 
Boul;ainvillieu, ~ was IefIt to ... COOYef1t to be edtK ... ted.~ 
poor;as she ..... ;as, it! 1780 her pretty lue helped sewre 

m ... rTi;age 10 Nkobs de I ... Mone, an officer in the 
lend.llrmerie. The couple had no forrune; they settled in Paris 

and begged for their rent or an adYaJ)cement. or perhaps a 

pme r:I unh thu would allow them to e~m wme money. 

It appears that Queen Marie Antolneue, on confirmation 

that M.lIdvne de la MOlle w.u indeed.ll descernbnt r:I the 
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kings of mnce, was fOO\I'ed by het' f;lte, She met JNnne, 

pertlaps several times, In the prlvac:y of her ~runenu in the 

Trianon.Vemilles. but without her belnc received Offic4l1y at 

court.)eanne was .lIllotted a snuJl pension. In 1783. bored. she 

took a !oYer oIlOmewhat dubious repyation: the Chevalier 

de RtuWl <k:ViUette. He 'NU tWCf'lty-four;and h;andsome. He 

lived from prostiwtion. his own and that of his mistram. 

w hom he regularty sold on to his acqU.lllmances. He 

developed a relationship with jeanne and her h1.I$~nd: an 
.alliance dut.....ould pr'C¥e somewhat lacki", In morality. 

With the help 01 CardiNI de R.ohan. a rich ecelesiastic 

prince. of whom )e.llflnt wu ilImost cerUinly ~ miStTeU, the 

trieluters plotted the f~ud 01 the century. RaN" dr'Nmt of 
becoming the Cardinal <k: R.ichelieu of Louis XVI. e.....mgin, 

hirmdf as prime minister. To .lIcquire the role, he sought 

favour with the queen. with whom he wu inbtuued .lIfld 
who - it was acknowledged - ~d conside~ble influence 

CM:r her husbolnd.jemne m.llfl,.ed to pin thb faYOUr under 

condition that Rohan hefped her acquire the famous 

neckLlce she coveted lO much.Already vilified by the press 

fOf" her spendinc, the queen wished the purc.hase to remain 

confidentiill. Rohan fell in with the plOt.jeanne arnnred for 
him to meet a carefully veiled H queen" In a secluded prden 

of the ~Iace ~tVeruille:s. ln f ... ct. the "queen" wu ~aw.1Iy a 

Parisian prostlwte wtlo vaguely resembled Mane Antolnette. 

Rohan azreed to serve as ~n intermediary.llnd to put 

down a deposit. wtlkh was ciYert to the Jewellers. He took 

delivery of the nedd ... ce, which he pvC! to Mad.llme de la 

Motte. Sevenl months luer. the Jeweners. utooished by the 
queen's silence. presented her with a number of ~quesu to 

pay the outstanding sum. Ut-tie by little the affair beame 
embittered. In August 178S. Kin: loul$ XVI ord~ the 

publk amsl, InVerullles. of Cardinal de Rohan. The scandal 

wu uncOYefl!d. The most fabulous neckbce ever made had 

!>Rn n olen. The queen. the CardiruJ de Roh:an VId various 

members of the COUrt were ilIl implicated! 

The affair was renowned fOf' the recklessness both of the 

~ccused and the victinu.The jewellers. who h~d ~ccepced a 
se-cret tnnsactiOf'l without any guarantee, ~d been driver! by 
the fnr of being un;!ble to sell the neckbce. C.lIrdin;!1 de 

Rolwl. member of one of the most presti&ious ;and noble 

French bmilies. w.u deceived with oobelievable nse. The 
Comteue de I ... Motte. her work completed. felt 

~ The diamond nedcbu involved In w ~tr~ir of the 'Coier de 
t. Re\oe·.c.17B5. 

FxIn. ~N.ttnl peM1 neckl.Kefmm theCcll«uon d~bM''' 
I-\mDn. ~ to t-e been ~ by ().Jeen MMie h1I0111r.\e 
(Orntoe'}~ 16N~ (999) 
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Secondly. ~ ~stination of qu~n Marie Antointtte:'s 

jewellery beame known in the luer part of the nlott~nth 

century. Madame Campan.once apin. rdates tNt snordy 

before the royaJ fami~'s failed attempt to flee Paris in ~ 

1791. she spent an evenine in a salon of the Tuilerits wrappina 
diamonds, pelr1s and rubles belonging to the queen. all of 

which were entrU$ted to the ambassador to Austria, the 
Comte Mercy.Argenuu.Transrtrred secredy to Brussels. to 

the queen's sin er,Archduchess Maria Christiru. the jewels 

wen! then carried tOV.enna where thqo were conserved in 

the imperial trtllUry. They _re final~ given to the da~ter 

of Louis XVI and MarieAntoineue. Madame Royale. on ne.­
aniv;ll 'nVienna after reiCllse from the Prbon du Temple (she 

w.u the only survivor) at the be&innin, of 1796. 

The story of Madame Royale is .. novel in itself. Haying 

seeo her father (lools XVl). her molhet- (Mane Amolnene), 

her brother (Louis XVII) and her aunt (Madame Elisabeth) 

perish durln, the revolution, she lived in exile fo r twenty 

)'ears, yariously in Vienru.. Courbnde (Latvia). PoIUld, Ptvs~ .. 
and En&land, before finall), returning to Fran<:e In 181-4 dun", 

the restornion of the Bourbons. (See Chapter ~es ISS to 

164 for ffiOfe on Madame Royale and her time in exile.) She 

married her cousin. the Duc er An&QUleme. bvc it wasn't a 

happy unton. Retumln, to Fran<:e, the Duchess er An&oul!me 

beame first (royal) I .. d)'. Both her undes, King Louis XVlU 
and his brother. the Comte d'ArlOls, had lost their wives In 

exile. Portn.iu of the duchen from this dme show her 

covered In pearls and damonds prind~1y from her 

mother's collection. In one portrait she is wearing twO 

riYib'es of diamonds. one of which is augmented with 
pendana of diamonds in the pear·shaped form. Her ears are 
adorned with twO enormous. sparidln, diamonds. 

In 1830, when the Bourbon monarchy fell. Madame RoyaIe 

went intO eKile for a second Ome, IMng more comfonably dun 

dunn, her first $peI1 u an em~ The French 1"0)')1 bmily, now 
more prudf:nt with their affairs, had placed siglifiant fund! 
OUtside France.Travelling from Edinburch lOVenice.Vtenrw and 
Prague, Madame RoyaIe's second spdI in exile ended in 1851 

when dle d ied in Frohsdorl Cude nearVienna. She left hef" 

more important possessions to a nephew, tile Comte de 

Clwnbo«t He!" jewellery was divided intO three equal Iou. 

destined for the Corme de Ctwnbord; his wife; and his liner, 

the Duches5e de Parme. Her l'anwtic diamond di3dem went to 

the cornte.aod he cave the !toOtS that adomed it to his nieces. 

The ri'liere with the pe:ar~ diamonds was giYetl to his 

wife.. (See the Inuoduction on ~e I) for more on this riYii!re.) 
Thirdly, the Comte and ComteS5e de Chambofd died, 

respectiYcly. in 1883 and 1886. brinci"l about the dispernl of 
Marie Antoinene's effecu. Their coods, including the 
jewellery. were giyt"n to nqmews. princes from the houses of 
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Bourbon de! Pal'll'le and Bourbon d'&pacne. Wn, in exile in 

AunTI .. ~ In Trieste. the princes h.J.d limited wealth,and 

they sold some of the jewels in the followi"t ye~rs.Another 

pouibllity Is that Madame Royale herself $Old the d iamonds 

duri", her lut exile.A pair of diamond earrings with sim ilar 

wei&f'lt and provenance was boucht by the Duke of 
Brunswick in 1845 and $Old at auction in Gent:Y3 mCf' his 

death In I 874.The appe .. rance of twO pear-shaped d iamonds 

mounted u earrinp u Christie's in 1891 would nO{, 

therefore, have been impossible. The twO pear-shaped 

diamonds wom by the Duchesse d'AnpJlcme in the official 

portrait coold well have been those that appeared In the sale 

aulogue at Chrbtie's in 1891. 

The most trOtbiint point - the fourth chapter In the sap 
- is the claim by the Smithsonian National MU5e1.WTl of Natural 

History In Washington that they have In their colection today 
twO pear·shaped dilmonds mounted u pendant earrings that 

belonged to MarleAntolne:tte.An accompanying note reads: 

These twO large. pear-shaped d iamonds weigh 1-4.25 

and 20.34 carau respectively and .. re oricirwlly from 

India or &-nil, the only s!gnlfta.nt sources of 

diamonds in the eighteenth century.The diamonds 

were supposedl)' set in earlines that belonged to 

Marie Antoinette, the Queen of France who was 

guillotined In 1793 durl", the French Revolution. 

BcfOl"'t entering the coll«don of the museum In 

Wuhington. these earrings were the property of Marjorie 

Merriweather Post, the famous American heiress. She had 

bought them before the Second World War. from Cartier in 

Paris.The ~ed French jewellen had. In turn. purchased 

the e .. rrinp ~ few years earlier, from Prince Fellx Yous$OupoY. 

heir of one of the richest Russian aristoCratic families, then 

liYinJ in exile in Paris. The .. rchiYe$ of French jeweller 

Mellcrio show clearly that Prince Nikolai Youssoupoy. Prince 

Fellx', ,randfather. ~ boucht many Yery important 

diamonds duri", his life: the Sulun of Morocco.a brilli .. nt 

w ith slichd)' grey hoe weighing a litde ffiOfe thiln 3S arau; 
the Ram's Hud. a rose diamond of 17 carats; and the Polar 

Sur. a brilliant of 41 .28 carau. In his memoirs. Prince Felix 

YoussoupoY. aswsin of Rasputin, mentioned that his 

,randbther "constand)' wore a chamois purse full of 

unmounted stones which he took p/usure in showing to his 

friends". Tke pend~t di .. mond earrinp of Mane Antoinene 

'Were. perhaps. the last addition to Ul atl'Ndy exception.a.I 

series of dioamonds .. cquired by the prince. 

In any case. the provenance and the weight of the 

principal diamonds (about ~ carats) makes it very likely that 

the earrings sold at Christie' s in Junt 189 I were the same as 



those that now ~Kle in the collection of the Smithsonian 

Natio~1 Museum of Natural History In W3shington. 

Ironically.3t the $lime time Prince felix Youssoupoy wu 
sel6nl the Mu;e Antol~e eamnli to Girtier, other 
magnifICent pieces th3t had once belonged to the Queen of 

Fnnce began to emerge through Chrlnie', In London, On 8 
~brwry 192B. twO pieces with rubies and di3monds we~ 

offered ur'lder lot numbers 43 and 44 In the caUl1ocue. They 

we~ a di~em of rubies MKt di;amornb in the form of le;m:s 

and newers and a ne<kl.1ce tmt could be wom as a tilra. 

I nl~d with the laJl'le stone", The amogue rem;arked: "The 

stones in this and the followinC lot I~ $aid to tw.e belonced 

f!.JxM: Ib'trot ~ MeN Iv'«wrf«t b'f PhlIIpp Jatob Noc:odemo. c I no 
(Chrlrt.e·~ PM'IS. J No.ember 201 5) 

to Marie Antoinene", offeri"l us the key to the pmvenance 

of the items, Mane Antolnette owned a parure of rubies and 
diamonds; her wte for rubies wu such thlt she;uiu:d her 

husblOO, louis XVI, to &lYe her a paru~ dlat belonged to the 
offki;al col lection of the F~nch Crown. in order to complete 

her own wlte. 
These jewes. like 111 the sOYereign's purls and di;amonds, 

left Frat'lCe In 1791 aOO were &i~ to Madame Royale when 
she 3rrived in Ausui3 in 1796. The rubie$ didn't rem3in in her 

possession for long: we sold them to finance her first 
months in exile. The buyer was none other than her lirst 

cousin, Franc;s 11, EmlM!ror cl Austria. who. in 180 I, officlJlly 

;added mern to the collection of the Hiobsbu'1 umily. ln I B5 1. 

the rubies were remounted by the tewel ler K6chen for the 
Emprus E1iubeth. the legenduy Siui. From this time on. the 

parure bore little resemblance to the one owned by Marie 
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Antoinette, who tud only poue.ned the Itont:$,as de$cribed 
In the 1,}28 Chrinie's utalocue, 

The. arriYiiI of VJlious pieces of ttut ume. ruby parure in 
the London auction rooms In I ,}2a is ¥try plausible.After the 

Firn Wond War. the. lut Austrun Empe.rcw, CNrtes I. had to 
leave his homcland for a ¥try 10", period of ellile, He toOk 
with him the. iewels belonpn, to the. imperiiU t..mily 
collection. It seems that the ruby parure and the empress', 

crown 0' diamonds wef'e. wId It the. bepnnin, of 1921 in 
order 10 finance an attempt at restorinc the monarchy in 
Hutlpry, a Yenture ttul $.Idly b iled, Exiled to Madeira, the 
lut emperor ofAustru died of pneumonia on I April 1,}2l. 

Another indication of proveN-I'ICe comes from the sale 
catalocue of 1928. The twO pieces inlaid with diamonds and 

rubies were sold by a member 0' the Bariflp bmily, the 
cdtbrated British banking dynaSly, Perhaps they were acquired 

by dle B.Jrings during the emperor's attempu to pmer funds 
'or the r'eSl.Or'.ation.A third piece 'rom this parure., a bI'ooch In 
the form 01 a nower with diamonds and a ruby Centre. W1$ 

placed for sale II Christie', on 21 February 1934, 

The list cl Mane Antolneue's jewellery does not $lOP 
there,A pair of pearl drop ~ from her estate W1$ sold It 
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Chrinie's in 1906,The aalocve mentions they ~d been the 
property of the Grand Duchess ofTuscany. bomAlice de 

Bourbon-~nne, The gnnd dlJCheu belna a ~t niece of the 
Duchess of AncouIbne (ManeAmC!inene's dauchter), the 
proyeNnce s~ very pb.usible.. lt is pouible that the (rand 

duchess tQd ren these ea~ to het" dauchter. Loulse, Mfe 

of the Crown Prince of Sv:ony, 1n 1902. afret" she had borne 
sbe chlldl'Ul to the Prince of Svcooy, she fled from the COin 0( 

Dtelden with her children's M .or.A few years ~ter she 
Started a l'OfNnCe with the Italian cotnpOH:r Enrico Toselli, 

whom she married in 1907, SeYen.1 potuaiu of louise lhow 
her weouirc bbulous pearl ;uld diunond e~ Se.otenI ye;u, 
bter.sepanted from Toselli.she sold the other pieces 01 
jewdlery, very officblly and under ha" own Nme,at Christie's. 

Further sales followed the Second WorldW~r. On 9 Apf"il 

1951, a parure in cold and white enamel, comprising a 

nec\dace, a r»ir 01 e1rY'lngs. ~nd bnceleu W;U PUt on sale, 
The. necklace felllured; 

Sill enamel miniatures of bdies of the Fn!nch COUrt and 

suspeodint; a ~rse minQ;rure of Marie Antoineue hemH', 

~ to have been the property of MarieAntoinene. 
taken from her ~t the time of he!' Imprisonment In the 

Conciercene,The N-mes at the batk of the miniarures 
are. reputed to be in the queetI'S handwritln&, 

Unfortunately, the ca~ogue doesn't "Ye the names on 
the back of these mini nu res. It would have been precious 

Imormation.At rwo o'clock on the morning of I August 
179], when Que.en Marie Antoinette was still in the Prison 

duTemple,she ..... u awoken and traMferred to the 1101 at La 
ConCie'lerie.The soldie" moyina: the queen took the 

contenu of her pocketS. The It.ems included three 
minia tures representin, t"NO of the PrinceSKS of Hesse. who 

had been broo,ht up ..... Ith the youna MarieAntoineue In 
V'If:MI, and her close friend, the Princen de Lambiille, 

assassilUted In La Force Prison dunn, the massacres of 
September 179). The miniatures were sold n auction in 
October 17,}], sev-eral dayi after the death of the queen, 
They made fou r frana, !'ert.aps it was these that had been 

mounted on the necklace: udly, it is impossible to prove. 

~ Pl:wuDt of It!l' ~u Ehabed! g( kJsma by Theodor 
I!re.odwtser. c 186Q, She ~ -..wq the ~ ~ and dwrlond j)¥\I'e. 

The t~ part of !he l1I!ddxe and a slNl brooch ~ wId at 
OV'ISoe's,,", 1928~ 19]1 

ncin& poll': &clrict "'"" the ~.:ue k~ a p.u" of pe.art 
e¥r~ 1Nl belonged 10 Qo,.eer\ M.3ne Antonene (ChrIStoe', London. 
2 MI)' 19(6). 
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TIt~ follawilig M"i1l!l. OIIU belonged IQ MAillS 

ANTOTNETTE, who g O/lie them to IIl!r daughter, 
th. DUOHE8S.E D' ANGOULBME • .,,,,, ga" 

them to ht r ni«e, tluJ DUaHE8.c~E LOU/SS 
DE l'..4RME, who uft thn. to her da~gJ.ttr, 

the GRAND DUOlIBSSE ALIX OF' TOS· 
CA_NA , 'lDJIO gdfJe a Uf", to the prew,t Of(1Ntr. 

lOt A PAIR or ~BG8 PEARl.. flARRINGS, witb pw. 
shaped paul drope pd boom parI loOp'. in diamod ........ 

DIFF'ERENT PRIVAT E PllOI'~~_, 

JllIVEU . ~. ~. 
A pMrI half.hoop ri..Dg ; UJd 1. .. pphiN and diJmond tinll l-
A bril .... b.u.hoop ri.. trC /)( / 

:::bri~..LO< b'-." "' ~' dfclf 
'" lOO 
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Draga of Serbia 
THE ASSASS/NATED QUEEN 
( /864- /903) 

Fo.- hours the: soldiers searched the royal palace. The troOps 
tud infiltr.ued the: building u uound twO in the morning. 

maki,,! little noise so as not to rai1C: the al:arm. The gw.rds 

were neutnlised and quickty 1 nunhunt bq1n_ Manhunt. 01' 

rather "que-tiWIunC. Dn,p. the wife of KintAlvanckr 

Obrenovitch of Serbi .... w.u hued by the ilrmy. the Serbian 

people and the rMJ dymSly w c coYCted her throfW!. the 

Kln,:eorgevitch. 

In this unstable rqion. which had recc:ndy come OUt of 
Turkish contrOl. poIitital wrbulenc:e ..... u f~en\... From the 
early nintteenth century. the twO dynasties ­

Kar~eorgevitch and Obrenovitch - regularly disputed 

~r. The fonner Won al"ned with Russia;and the Westem 
powers, while the Inte!" depended on the Austro-Huflga.un 
alliance. a powerful nc!i,nbour. 

Alexander. the tUt Obreno ... itch heir. only survived 
through the power of his wife. cwd...e years his senior. who 
lead him by the nose. Queen [)raga's word Qrried the fon:c 

of law, whether s!'le was handinz out scal'lCblous promotions 
to her (WO brothers in the lnny. bu)'i", jewellery, dres.ses Of 

fun. throwint pvtics or exiling her 1TICKher-1n-1lw. the much 

loved queen Nadu.lie. 
Alexander came to the throne in 1889. azed I] . following 

the abdkation of his father, King Milan, Four years la~r, he 

officially took power. slilt only aged s~nteen, recalling his 
father to Serbia Vld miming him commander 01 the armed 
forces. He also abolished the liberal constit\ltion of 1889. 

The father - son alliance was a strange one: the kJng without 

any real power: the former kina holding the real authority. 
The unusu~ balance of power could have laSted IOf" many 
ye31'$ had the hther not in tel"fured in the: lo'l'l:! affairs of his 
son.To consolidate his dynasty, Milan Obrenovitch had 
underaken to fin d a suiuble Germilll princess who could 
become Queen of Serbia. He ignored the fact thn his son 

had already found the woman of his d~ms who 
overpowered him complete*)'. 

Fac:tl, .,.r. Qo..een Dr. cA Ser1lilo '" her SUle cOBlne. ~ her 
pendant rod eMTln&' of "SertMin des~ WIth peil1~.iIld ~". 

Belgrade 
the night of I 011 1 June 1903 

Dnga I1nhin had been one of Queen Nathalie's maids of 

honour. Lonl separated from King Mililll. wt.o IQd been 
OUtl'a£eously unfa ithful to her. Nathalie lived comforabty in 
France with a reduced entourage. It was dun", a visit to his 
mother in Biarritz that Alexander me-t Orap,a widow of 
thirt)'-fi'l'l:! from a bourgeois hmily.She had little fortune and 

what could only be described as moderate beauty. SmalL round 
Vld often 01 bad humour. On,p subjugated the younl. timid 
king of twenty-three who had never been at ease in the 
tompany 01 ladies.ApiO${ the advice of his mother. his I;nher 

Vld his aovernnlent. he married her.The former kina- Mibn. 
who was to die some months later. and all his abinet, railned. 
The queen mother, Natha~e. remained in permanent ell;ile. 

Under the conu-ollinJ influence of Dra,p. the kinl WCflt 
from disaster to diuuer.At the bellnnlng of 190]. he 
conceived a new ~y of countering the opposition 01 the 

Senate Vld the Sate Council to his rdonTts: he suspended 
the constirution 10f" half an hour in CH'der to IOYCm by 
dec~. and p4"oceeded to revoke the power of a I'IUmber of 
Senators and counsellors of state. He then alienated himself 

from the army by CH'deri", superior officers to ,Ive a military 
salute to the qlJCCtl's brothers. 

While the royal marriqe remained sterile. dangerous 
rumours began to spread.AIexandet" prepared lO rewrite the 

decree of succeuion. desicnating the queen'~ oldest bf-othe:r. 
Lkutemnt Unj~ca. as heir to the throne. The Cflwing coup 
d'cwt apinst the unpopular kinc iIlld his hated wife 

developed quickly. It look place durl", the night of 10 June 
190]: it was a bkIodbuh. 

Havi", se~n;hed the rO)'l1 bedchamber JellCf'aI times. ~ 

mutinous soldier noticed iI small tear in the W61lpaper that 

covered the walls.A hidden door was found beneilth.leading 
to the dras,", room where the SO\'erei,ra. half dressed. 
were hiding. listening to the hunt.After protracted 

negotiation. the king and queet'! finally agr-eed to leave the 
room. Shou were fired.Their bodies. rootilned, were then 
thrown from the window.The ki"l was finally kilted by 

dagger blows as he lay below the window. 

Ten months later. on 8 Oecember 1904. the ~Jeweb and 
coswmes 01 her late malesty queen Draga of Sernia" were 
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offered to Christie's in London for :auction: seven bntllstic 

Iou. wilhout doubt the moSt pretious pouessions of one of 
the most tn&ic queens of the twentieth Cf!r'1tury. 

The fint lot. iI diadem of btil1ianu, with tWO central 

stoneS of signifiQocc. wu "worn .n h~ rmjesty's weddi"J ­
S" of August 1900", The second, an Imp0/"tilnt bncelet of 
emeralds and brilliana with a brse emer.ald cabochon at its 

centre, hid been a weddin, present from Tsar Nicolu 11 to 
the Queen of Serbi:a.. Following that, [WO med:lls of honour in 

envnelled gold and btilliJna. One was Persian: the other 
Turkish. The fifth lot w.u Queen Dn.g~'s wedding dress, in 

ivory m in ~ eocnn.ted with ~(e 'rom Bru,:es,The wClh 

was her SDte costume. In Byuntine st)'te. the costume 

consisted of a cloth tunk. embt'oIdered in gold and silver; " 

m;atchilll skirt; a stO~ in white satin embroidered with COld 
thread atId crimson: the queen's crown, made In gold and 
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inlaid with ruby cabochons, wrquoi1c!. pearls ~d diamoods; a 

voeil of silk embroidered with gold; ~ a belt of crimson 
V1:lvtt encruned with motifs in V1:nnillion Bid imiUtion 

stones. The h i ends with;a ~ir of pen~t earrings ~ol 

SerbQn design with pe;arls V\d dilmonds". 

The Ingic datirry of Queeo D~ of SertMl Ii,wly ame 
to in end at Chrinie's. No one knows who boupt the reIN. 
the lace or he1" wedding dress. Eql.Qll~. the identity of the 
perwn who brought the items to ;auction remains i ITl)'$tery. 

AbcPooe left 100 bd", plf'!Ci~ of the jewell.x1 Comme of 
her ~ the I>te Quem Df3ga cl Serb, (Chnit>e·l lDndon. 8 
De<:erMer 19(4) 



8 --~,q 
~~ 

eo TUB TURKISH ORDER or N, ..... l,.·Ik •• l'UT Tu -: I 
BTu 0' T" FluT CuM, cl ",..mef'.ed PI. t.bI ~,..-JI.­
r,nd;II~ in br11Iia.o\.t, load with brill!..II' ray. betweenj.ru " l-.~' 

app!icdCllatncllooJ 1~"' ... I'h1h : Uld ril.ud d.UXJ.! I 
81 TUY. BRroA I~ OOW~ 0 .. lb.. ;U,uq'TT "'I !.an / ' 

QI3Ulf Duo. O. S •• vu.. It J. of 00(1 11'01']' ..a, 
"'Ml.:l!tl iUI<) I.Iw~b. and pmfu.MIy triru.uod wflb ~ 
!SouuooalUm illlll!rtiou" 0( 81'11lf'W' It.oe ; IhI !"DIlllponj'b. 
hodklll being I«U~ with ... 10 «u..m.tt. t:¥X)t. // 

n UER M,\JESTY'S STATP. OOSTVMR, ':oft01l 0( v./ ' 
dRIp 01 the Roral SeI'TWII _tu of Lhot 14th OHIIIrJ'. 
l'Ompri.inft-

It. Ro~ •. of roy.,J pwpIc "'O'Gt, lbe ilunlm rWtIy 
emilfUid."."1 wilt. m. Sern..n Ana •• nd ~ • ~ 
0I'tWIlCtI1 iu pt ..... iW~1U' r.h .... 1 dS~j . 

,\ S.11lT. wiLb ,";n, 01 Aimilar ....tfM {/ \. 11 
A Lcnm SToI.It. 01 _b.il ... lit!, cmbroichred ..ua. .. 

Utcllilo. d..,jK" .nd botU.r 01 kNoll fw.r '" p.I 
Ibrttd. and Jowll the ocalnl '1lmtreigilJ _bid iI .......... 

A Tl.dIo., 01 soW. lel wilh .bo!Iboa nlw., turlfaoMt,. 
p!!IU'Io! and diamond&. and 11'1111 .ilk , .. 1 .WMbtOI. 
amlxuidl'f",1 "ilL pd 

;\ Ul1lnLll, WTTK I~'u~ 01 JIII'l '"' vdn:t, __ 
"'";LIt. g l ' I .i1ff!'J:nu NIt mtJI pat"" ~ 

".l_ 1:1011 __ ......... (I' tall SJ.,,~ R_JlfMNu 

U A OOW P&llf.tu.~ IJID .'.a or &uuroa.,ol Slrrilua dMp. H11' 
~ with ~ and dl.motHD f/ """. 

1'1v ... IO"Crw .. ,Mall, II'OfJII ""'A ,... SJ,.~ eo,.,_ 

53 



54 



Ludwig 11, King of Bavaria 
THE KING COMMITS SUICIDE 
( 1845-1886) 

On I) June 1886.tht body of King ludwig 11 of 8~ia was 
fourKI f1O<1ting in uke Stamberg. The previous d;ry. the 
sove~i",.decla~ ~uJly iII,l\ad ~tn assi~ to a 
re5idence in tke $lT\;In c;u;tle at Berg.on the bke $ho~. 

At forty-one,ludw!J:. who acceded to the throne at the 

age of eighteen.il.od whose ;roge1ic ~ut)' hld c!\armed the 

whole of Europe. had ~ome an old man. He won! a faraw2y 

look. u if he was in a place to which only he held the key. He 
was a p.rrmmd.l mil/\ of COf'iSWlt ~uJ meandt>rinp, with 

a rud~tion for the musk of RichantW~er, and a penchant 

for extnvagant spending on castles that were uninlUibia.bie. 

Hi, refu$~ to acimowledge rea~ty ~d led him to hV'd 
authority over to his miniuen.Wmdering from one cutle to 

another. I"IeYer stopping in Munich, the king had forced the 
lloYt"mrnent to ask rOf' a regency. His younger brolher, PrInce 
Quo. hid been declared mild fourteen yei~ ~$Iy ro it 

was their uncle, Prince leopdd, who took charge. O~ of his 

first decisiOO$ wu to intern the I'T'IONrth in semi-liber,lIIion 

in one of his c:utlH. on the side of the Sarnbel"llake he 
loved so mud \. 

On the nicht of 13 june:,ludwig expressed a desire to 

take a ~Ik In me park u Berz.belide the take, His doctor, 

Gudden, d~med the request without danger Vld decided to 

accompany the lOne. Some hoors later, when neither man 
returned, the p,ark was searched.. Their bodies _re 

dls{oYered fll»tlng in the ~~r,The autopsy rewaled that the 

doctor had died of drowning. and the Id", of a heart UQde. 

Consplncy theories swept through Europe. The most 

fantaStic imacined a s~ rescue organised by a cousin of 
tile king. the legendary Sissi; l udwig ~s said to hive 

attempted to swim to a small boat dut she had Sent from 

the other side of the lake to free him,The effort had 

pnJYQked a heart attack. Other rumours Sugge5ted the 

influence of Prussia, which l udwig had always put under 

pressure; he was the ooly mo~rch to refuse to Ii.gn the 

proclamation of the Gennan Empire in YffuWles on 18 

JantJary 1871. 

~ ~Por'nllt of LudwC tI of e.mn .. 

Christie's London 
17 April 1890 

The simplen theory - and no doubt the mon authentic ­

is mu the king simply wanted to end his life. HalMlted by 
memories of his mad brothef", traumatised by his 

homosex~lity. which he considered a mortal sin, depreued 

and refusina the attentions of the world around him. he 
simply walked into the waler to drown himself.The doctor 

would have tried to Stop him. Ludwig stt2l"lgled him bclon 
c.oUapsina. dead. 

Four years after his strv\ge death, ;'I selection of 

ludw~'s p4'"e<ious obje<ts wu proposed for ule U 

Christie's in london: el~n pieces that c.orresponded 

periec.tly to the style of the kinC. The first WJS a double ult 

set in shell form rrude from roc.k crysQI and enamelled 

vermeil: the second. a vue c.overed in lapis luuli mounted 

In vennell with a cupid on the lid. Then there was a service 

for hard· boi led eap in el\ilmeUed venneH, and a ctass plaque 

from Venice engraved with the profile of RichardWa.gne:r, 

the idol of the king. There were also obj«ts in ebofl)' and in 

ivory. and Louis XV and XVI docks in bronze. In short. a 

collection of what the Germans call MSchaakammerM. A 

treasure trOve. 

The most In tere~tinc queuion: who sold these objecu 

In 1890!The klnc had no children. His brother Ouo, who 

became KlnC of Bavaria. was confKled to the small baroque 

asde in Fursten ried. near Hunich. He died in 19 16. 

incapable of Qklna any decisions on the malUgtment of his 

elQte. Only one other person could have inherited some of 
the personal possessions of ludwia 11 , SIKh as his eucups 
or the portrait ofWaaner on Venetian Class, and that was 

his mother, Queen H~rie. She died in 1889. Her only other 

relitiYe. apart from her twO mad sons. was her nephew. the 

Grand Duke of Heue D,rms~dt (her sister's son), Beine 

nther poor, by royal nandards, and havinC married one of 
Queen Victoria's dauahters. the annd duke used to spend a 

lot of time in &1abnd, at Windsor. with his mother-in· law. 
He may have been the seller of the objecu, whkh he could 

have inherited on the death of his aunt. the Qu~n of 
Bavaria. One of the cnnd duke', daughters would later 

become famous as the lut Empress of Russia,AlelQndra 

Feodorovna. 
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CHAPTER 3 

POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE 

AboYe:: A pIir ofGeor'Jt 11 ~~ ell' pencbnu.c.178Q. fCltTMl'ty the property 
of Pnncess Minnl, Ouche5~ eX Kent (Onrur" U7dcn. 29 Ncr.oember 2000). 

FaodnJ pag.:The CMnbridge l.cNe(s Knot tJiI'"I wu ~ed it h! beginning of !he 
rwoeteenth <:191tury. poublf n G~mwUl~ for Pnnc.6t koguitio of ~ ~e1. 
Duchess of Umbr"idee It W.H iMenled bt her ~er. !he Cnnd Ductless of 
Med:l~ Stnfu.and thin her pt ~~ Pnnceu jutt.I of Montenegra. 
It w.u ~ditQ.,stIe'\OO 13 Mq 1981.Acopy ofk tlinWU mlOt-.il1hr 
request of Q.Jeetl Hit')! v.ho IefI it in her wil10 Queen EJiZibeth Il SiI\(I! then. 1Nl. 
cop)' tillS been wcrn 1M'!hout!he l4l"~ peuit by Cbnl, Pnna!!iS cfWale5 and. 
more r«entI): by the pn:sent /).)chm of C~. Two othI:r moc:Ids of the tIM"I 
were ~ted in ~.n the begt'nrc of tile Mleteemh Cetlary One wu re.. 
~ILl of 0Ide-bu1J. Queen of Cnece.. wtllch UII b80ni5 to the B.i.'aNn roy.u 
family ¥'Od Ii on displq at tho: ~ f""McI.m in Munich The 0\t0crWJ:'! ~~ted for­
Prn::ess~. but ~ubsequen1ly ci:s..Ippe.ved ilter !he Rus~ Re>oduIJOII. Two 
other-models (or pouitfy only ent) 01 the Ioame tan ~ worn III the 1900s by 
~ 1"'W11 tmNoJua of SaxOl"ly. Pmcess of 8o\rll(n. Two 5Ici1'6.\Od in the 
19)~ bflhe M~ ofPlUk One of1hese two tlUU (,"en then! is ooly 0I'\e) 
was sold 11 Qonrue', 11'1 19S5. 
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The Mad King's Women 
QUEEN CHARLOTTE (1744-1818) 
AUGUSTA, PRINCESS OFWALES (1719-1772) 

The ur~ began with small precious objects In gold and silver 

filigree. Lot number 26 w;1.$ presented .u 1 mininure wnth 
mounttd on a ring. stt with diamonds.The most b~udt\JI 
piece w.u .. n ilfltique ~te cup let with pearls and turquoise. 

These onumcna.abovt thirty in all. were offe~ for nle 
before the diamonds. The collecooo evoI<ed the "abinet of 
curiosities" of a rich. refined lady, such as a duchess, a 

printUS or a qlJeen.And it wu precisely such a per'$on who 
~d once owned this collection. 

All of this. ilnd the dbmonds that woold follow, the 

silverware. the ~inti",s. the furniture - sevenl hundred lots 

if"! all- came from the utl.te of Her Ml jUlY QU«n 

Charlone. The wife of Kint GeOf",e III had died on 17 

November 1818. while sitting in her armcNir at her Kew 
reslden<e. Her eldest son, the Prince Rqent, the future 
Georae IV, held her Nod. Of her twelve surviving thildren, 

ooly he witS ~ent. The 1On,'s absetlce wasn't u~pKted. 

Did he uOOeo;u,nd mu his wife wu de"d! No one (oold 

tell.bec:.ause GeOll;e III was mad 
For the ten yurs prior to Cl'Iarloue's deuh. the king hid 

been living as a recluse In his apartments in Windsor Casde, 
~ng lost all contaCt with reality, He had also Ion his sight 
and his hearing. and was crippled by rheumatism that 
consi<!e,.,bly curtailed his mobility.At eighty years old, the 
kirl& was a phantom living in a vl:&etative SUte. QuH,n 
Chir10ue no longer visited him. 

The cCMJple, having lived together in dose alliance for 
more than mlrty yelr'S,l'Iad seCfl their INrri~ fade. The king 
I'Iad always been faithful to his queen, unlike his ancestors. the 

HanOYers and S{~ru, who kept an entourqe 01 mistreSses 
and lovers. He put loyalty to the kingdom before affairs 01 
the he1ft. The long relationship he Ilad known as a rovtlg 
man wim u.dy San.h Lennox had bet!n ucrificed for his 
malTi~e to Charlotte cA MeckJenburg.Stre! iu:, a German 
princess of lmpecable pedigree but doubtful ~uty. He had 
f~thfully given her fifteen children, until the d;ry he bqan to 

rnJng ~ QMn Chorlottel:¥ 8enJ¥Oln Wen, I n9, C .... rent!'t hetd 
I:¥ the ~ Colecuon Trust 

Christie's, Great Rooms, Pall Mall, London 
17 May 1819 

lose his mind. The king ~pn pursuin, his wife's ladies·in· 
waiting in a m.1onner that was puticul.uty indecent. He .11150 
began to have periods of frenetic .1Ictivlty, Ql\c.inc inccss..Jlntly 
for many hours without ill bruk. before withdn.winC into 
periods of ,rut depression that would lut Just as loo&-

King Geor]e's "ma~ess" remaios the subjeCt cA debate. 
For a ~ time it was thoucht to have physioIo,;ical roots. The 
kitlg. it seemed. suffered from porpI'Iyria. a ,.,re herediury 
llness that leads to an abnormal presencc of POll"hyrins in 
the body, a key element In the production of red blood cells. 
This excess can provoke seri0\4 illness reS4Jltina In deam. 
HQweye(, the king's loogcvity - he died ~ eighty in 18 19, 
one rear after his wile - has led certain resean::hers to draw a 
different conclusion.Accordin, to them. the king was probably 
s~inc: from acute bipolar syndrome aggravated by periods 

of mank dep~sion. Psychological or physiul1 Wt»c.heYer 
illlfiS it was, he had to be II'IterMd In Windsor Casde.. His 
eldest son. George, Prince of Wales. WJS officially decbred 
~rent. His second son - who was also his preferN!d son ­

Frederick. Duke 0' York, took on the role of Iepl executor. 
It's true that the psycholopa.l condition of George Il l's 

forebears in dte HCMJie of Ha~ had proved a burden.A 
cenwry of family shame filtered dlroogh the cenen.tionl. 
Upon the death of the lut Stuart monarch. Queen Anne, from 
whom he had inherited the Crowns of England and Scotland. 
King George 1.1I/'I"Ned In E"&fand In 171-4, bringing with him 
mbcreSles but not his wile. For t'W'eflty rears. the wealthy 
Sophle Dorothe.ll of Celle, his cousin as well as his wife, hilld 
b«n i""l'risoned in the ~1I unle at Ahlden, between 
Bremen and Hanover. EYen while George was renowned for 
his Infidelity. he would never pardon his wife for having an 
affair with the handsome Ph~ip von KOnigsmarck. He had her 
!oYer killed and me body was hidden behind a chimney in 

HanoYer Castle. before he imprisoned his wife In Ahlden. 
Rebtions between the king and his eldest son, the future 

Georce 11, were tense. Depf'iYed of his mother, the youog 
prince was in constant tonflict wim his bruul father. He was 
oever able to free Sophle Dorothea: she died In November 
1726, in Ahlden. seven months bel'OI"e her hu5lnnd On 
becoming Ki", 01 &lgland and H.1IrlOYer, Georze 11 replkated 
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the tormemed reb.tionship M ~d endured with his fathet' 

with his own son, Frederkk.Prince of Wales. Born in 1707, 
fredetick lud been "forcotten" in Hanover when his 
srandt'ather ame (0 the mrone, His education in the ~nds of 
a Gennan (utor was su~rvistd from a distance by this same 
srandfatnet", who showered him with the hOflOUrs he refused 
his son. Frederick did not see his own father until 1728, after 

George Il's accession to tM thfone.At twentyoQfle yeaN of 
age. he lud offICially become me Prince of Wales and was 

discoYeriOJ the kingdom M would one cb)' reign. 

Frederick's marriace to the German princess.AUZUua of 
SD;e·Gotha. bore ei&ht children, ;and. foIlowiOJ the bmily 
tradition. me Prince ofWw had tried hois ben to separue 

the children from his own parenu, Princess AuguSQ. the 
eldest child ar'ld future Duchess of Brunswick. was born on 
the ni&ht of 31 July 1737. The family were In residence It 
Hampton Court when the Princess of Wales went into 
labour. A urTiage was hastily prepared and the prince himself 
drove her to l ondon. where she pve birth;away from the 
eyes of the ki.,. and q~. Princess Au,ustil. thrown ;around 

in the arri. oYer several hours duri", the journey. nearly 
died. However.she didn't hold rnis acalnst her hlJSl»,nd. 
Indeed. she faithfully adopted the hatnd her hus~nd felt for 
his parenu: haU'ed that the king and queen and a JOOCI part 
of the British public felt. in rum, for her. She was often clumsy 

In her <lIPpro.lch.ArriYi.,. in Enal;and lun after her weddiog, 
she declared dlat her mother. a Princess of Anhalt·Zerbst. 
~dn't tlIu&ht her English, "becallSe It wu ceruin that. with 
the Hanovers ruli nS Enzland for several dec:ades. the peQ9le 
would soon be speakin& German". ' 

The birth of the furore King George Ill. on the -i June 
1738. offered the couple a fleetint moment of popularity. 
Their son was the first fuwre kin, of Englar'ld from the 
Hanover dyTWty to be born on Engllih soil. Six othet' 
children followed until the untimely death of the Prince of 

Wales in 175 I.AugusQ found heNelf widowed.alone and 
relativoely impoverished. Georv 11 all~d his daUJhter-in--law 
only die moSt IImittd of allowances. Her eldest son beln, 
only thi rteen n the time. she became pretender to the 

Rqency should her father-in·law die. The prospect made 
Parlilment sh.i.ke with horror. 

On the death of Georze 11 nine ye.tN luer. the dowager 
Princess ofWales'$ star ruched iu zenith when her $0(1 

acctded to the throne under the name of Gtorte II I.A 
woman of conviction. severe eYefl.Augusu didn't hav1! a very 

close rel;atiomhip with her children. It was Mr death in 1773 
tlut inaugu .... ted the tradition of Royal »tes at Christie·s. 

Unsure 01 how to divide her esute between his brothers 
and sisters. Geor&e III decided to entruSt everythiOJ to p,mes 
Christit. The funeral of the dowa&er Princess ofWaJes was a 
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miserable alb/r, the conyoy was leered by the crowd,;and it 

wu decided that the sale should be held anonymOU$Iy and 
with the utmost discmlon. 

The oritinal cataIOlue.cOfl5erYed in the arclWe of Christie's. 
is dated 1. 2 and 3 of febtuary. 1773,and endde<l kJewd!. Trinlr.eu. 
PIoIe. Gold 0tId SiNer MedI*, China. &C. 0((1 Pf'fson 0( greac Ron/r:N. 1t 
was only In 19]5 that "Princess of Wales. Widow of Frederid; 

l ewis. Prince of Wales. Momer of Geor]e mM was added,ln ink. 
The coloured stones:and pearls _re prHtnte<l on the first clay. 

emeralds. sapphim and rubles, principall)o mounted u rin&S'then 
SwUl1J In)m lot 89, pearb.a three-4'OW pearl neddace, a twelyt· 

row necklace, ;a sin&fe-row ... etC.The second day ended wim 
the ~ of an ensemble of "superb jewels": the first four lots 

_re proNbIy the principal dQmond pat\lre of the princess. 

comprisin; a cbmond neddxe with a cross in pendant form. 
five diamond knou and a pair of glrandoles elCh set with three 

pear-shaped diamonds. The ensemble w.u $Old for l lSOO. The 
total sales of the auction CNne to l 10.946.equi'4lent to 

<1ipproUniltdy £ I minion todly. 
forty-six years later, in a will wriuen a few days before 

her deam. Queen C~r1oue suggested thou elements of Mr 
jewellery be sold and the proceeds shared OUt between her 
survivinS dau&hters.The sovereip divided her diamonds into 
twO Iou: 

Rmly. those which the Kin, bouJht for £SO.ooo and 
pve to me. Secondl)o. those presented to me by the 

N~b of Arcot. to my four remaini", dau&hters, or 

to their survivors or survivor in ase they or any of 
them should die before me. and I direct tha t these 
should be sold and tha t the produce shall be divided 

alTlOl'll them. my said remalnl", daughters. or their 
wrYiYors. share and slure alike. 

The fint lot. estimated at £50.000 (a Unle under £5 
million today), was inherited from the House of HanoYtt'. ln 
1761. Kin& Georce III had bouJht Out his brothers' $hares in 
the family jewels.p1niOJ sole ownership. He then offered 
them to his youna wife. In her will. Queen Charlotte Stated 
that this ensemble - a necklace, a cross, brooches In the 

form 01 knots, a ~all crown and various pearls - beiOJ part 
of the heritage of the House of Hanover. should always 
renuin in the H3nover li ne of succession.. 

rn,",PQP.topl"t:~o(Pnncm~o(~ 
Merbur& ~ o(VhI'es bt ~·fbI>tlnt Loo. She is weat'r'If: 50mt 
of the dilmOlld It'M!Is thu would be ioId at Qvln,e'" rI 1773. 

F:llelns PlIt. top rlSht and below: uUlOfJe fNlur"l the proptr'ty of 
Auguru.. Prncm ofW~ (Ouube', London. 1·3 retrwry 1773). 
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In her memoifl. much celebnted in Fr.ance.the 

Cooneue de Soigne. cb.ughter of the H"'rquis d·Osmond. 

who wu French ambu~dor to loodon between 1815 ",nd 

1819. explained th<1t the queen wore the "uNII crown~ u al l 

official cef'emonies: 

It w;JIS not Wt Queen Ch.J.t10ne lud an imposlns 

presence. If one Ihought of '" block 0( supr covered in 

&old brocades then they would kzye '" falrty aCC\Jrate 
description of her. She wa..s not a ll. ",ne! over several 

years Ius gown he<l.vy and become deformed. She 

wore .. bonnet.a wrb<l.n, '" toqUe. depending on the 

occnion. but~, I ~w her wurioi: a srmll.dosed 

crown. with rmoy nones. in her hair. I tuve heard it 
s,aid that it neYer lealleS her.1 

Some rurs later, the jewels beume the subject 0( '" long 
blwe betw\'en Queen Vic:toria ;and her uncle. the Duke of 
Cumberland, King of t-Unover.The diSiXJte "N<I.S finally .settkd 

",nd richt of ownership,v.en to the duke. CerQin pieces, 

ooably the crown."'n! still owned by his descendanu.. 
The second lot of jewels mentioned in Queen Ctartoue's 

will comprised se>'erallarce Indian diamonds given to her by 

the Naw;JIb of Arcot. '" prince whose sutes where , iw"'ted in 
the Deccan region of souchem India. Rlthard SeOtl Morel. 

cur.awr of the EUl Ind~ Company archives at the British 

Ubrary. n!C:em/y pYblished some inu~resting decalls about the 

divnonds. He userted thu foIlowi", help giYen to the IQWo\b 

by &1gt",nd against tne French. a correspondence began 

between the Nzwab Huhammad Ali Khan WlII*h. wno 

reigned from 1752 to 1795. and the British sovereigns.A 

letter .. ddfe$sed to Queen Clurlotte. cb.ted 177 1. mentions 

that the b te wife of the nawab ofkred the queen one of her 
pers~1 jew"els in recognition of the miliary support gven to 

her nusband: ~A cluster consistl", of a brilliant set round with 

other diamonds,cut and polished after the rmnner of chis 

cO!Jntry. with a polished emerald drop scallop'd on the 
wmce ",nd the ed,~t.) 

The I\aW11Ib probably added various Stones to the gift 

offered by his wife. ",nd it wa..s these di<l.lTlonds that the queen 

wished to be sold after her ~th for the benefi t of her 

d",uchlers. The twO most buutiful were twO pear-shaped 

Faclnl ~: ~ or AlrtroIt 0( Q,leen Chorfotu! by DneI Dmce. 
HollM'd"c.1 769 

di~moocb of 33.70 ~nd 23.65 tarau respectiYe!y, In <1.11 
prom.bil ity mounted as pendant earrings. the jewels were 

n<l.lTled the ArCat Diamonds. »dIy for the princesses. the 

Prince R~nt.the future Georre Ill. did not obey their 

mother's wishes. He appropri~ted the most belutiful cl her 

diamonds. Including the Mot Diamonds.The Stones were 

finally sold at the beginning of the 18305. perhaps In a prl ..... te 

nJe with '" ;e-.veUer.· Only then did the four surviving 

cbughters of Queen Clurloue - Princesses Augusta. 

Binbeth. Mary ;and Sofia - receive their inheriunce. 

Perhaps the prince regent - and the executors cl the 
will - decided to sell ",lithe objects in the bte queen', esate 

~t Chri$tie's in 1819 in a bid to pacify his sine",. Once the 
twO items memiotlC!d specifially in the queen's will were pYt 

uide. the remiIIining jewels .. moonted 10 .. si&nifiallt group. 

They were put to auction at the end of the first cb.y of sales. 

Their description pl"O'tides a valuable insight imo the clunges 

in f.ashion durin, the ninetunth cerlwry.A new type of 

jewellery had made an appearance: the diadem. The 
collection of Queell Chv"lotte consisted of several 

ornaments destllled 10 be worn in the tufr. u he<l.dbands. The 
first offered for auction, number 38 in the aulOJUe. was 

composed of forcy natural Aowe", in diamonds. rubles and 

other coloured stones. The queen .. Iso owned '" blnd of 
chl')'$Oprases and di<JImonds from a ~rure chat made up lot 

number 56. as well u three diamond hair ornamenu. 

The collection also lud "'" Importanl ~rure of nppNres 
and diamonds.of which ten or so pieces were sold 

s~ar;ltely, as wen as an ensemble of o~ls and brittianu sold 

in one single Jot. The pearts were divided into twO uutoirs of 

218 and 220 pearls respectively. various one-suint necklaces. 

bnceleu ;and pendant e",rrinp. But it wa..s the di<l.lTlonds that 

made up the lion's shitre.Aside from the Hanovers' jewds. 

;and those lifled by the Nawab of Arcot. Queen Ch", riotte 

:also owned necklaces. chains. bncelets. brooches and a 

series 0( sixty.three dutons of unmounted di"'monds :all sold 

as one lot. The total sale from Queen Charlotte's diamonds 

;alone I1!<I.ched £6.441 . Utde tr.ace ~:alns of the queen who 
reened England for ne<llrly sixty years: save for several good 

portniu conserved in the RO)""I Collection ",nd. d coorle. 

Buckingh<l.lTl Palace - purclwed by George III in 1762 as a 

private residence for his wife. 

63 



IliIJ1I and bc.1n& ~ 
c.o...., "',."........, 
of Queen CNrione' 
(ChnnJe',london. 17 Mly 
1819), 

, 

A CATALOGUE 

•• 

JEWELS, 
TRINK t."TS ; 

,I llESEKT SEll VI CE OF FILLAGItEE PLATE ; 

... 
U SEFUL TABId, P LA T E. 

"lIIell WIU. RE SOLD DV AUCTION 

By l'fR. C Jl R 1ST I E, 

0. MONDAY, MAY 17. 1819, """ Two -.0.,., 
rUIoCTU.lLL'I' .loT OWl O'CLOC", 

Mlr be puhUtkl, Viewed oa Pridq aDd S'lCuday JftU'dior 11. 
1Wt, .-bea CaI.llojlW (at ~II ShIm..,. . ad SispeD':' _u; 
.. j,A .. , tC'Aic4 10 P ""Orf t U_ M fld .. lIItJ,) mJy be Iud. 01 
M.a. FauCI; .nd U.UlTnro, UpboIIItren 10 tbdr &b';"ia, 

MdorMr. CulI.tll. ran MAD. 

C. "' •• rri. .... , Ut .. )1_'. '-. 

• 



- -

--

Cl FIRST DAY'S SAL", 

2.3 A gold and enamelled elui case wilh a b~lIiant. an agate dilln. 
a deHneaior for takin: miniature port'!lits in a belmiruJly 
chlsed gold case, a small scent bottle, two patcY boxes, 
and a sh.1I forsceot 

2./ Three superb silver gilt medallions highly chased. viz. one 
Henry VIlI. one Queen Elizabeth. ~ high relief. with X 
reverse" non ipsa pel'icula tangunt"; and one of Elizabeth. 
with richly cbasee) borrl~r, in moroccO case lineel with ye1vet 

2:) A small bust of Charles I. carved in rock chrystal. 'lIIig •• and 

ver!l fill. 
{2G A very small watch in an enamelled rYatr' set witb brillian,s,l 

a~d . a (lino, iu n case of Dresden porcelain, painted with t 
nUDlatures J 

A large and 60ely chased silver gilt Ceorge. in a red morocco 
case; and a sma1l diUo 

{ 
27 

213 

2!l 

A massive and v~ry richly cho.sed gold Rnun' box, with a subject 
on the lid in relief from 'feni~rs 

A small equestrian figure of the Emperor Charles V. in silnr, 
the armour silver gilt, on an ebony pedestal wilh festoons 
of silver chasing 

30 A cup of beautiful semi-trallsparent agate, on stem and foot of 
Iho same, with enamelled mountings, st:l wilh pearls Bud 
turquoises; and a 8nlOII vase composed of emeralds, rubies 
aDd peod •• gold mounled 

Diamollds. 
31 A pa.ir of diamnnd aud enamel purse runners, wilb mottos, 

a double heart loc~e\ with lopaze. and brilliant.. a brilliaot 
lockel witb hair. a pair of small diamond (crosa) sleepers. a 
lily of the valley broach. of gold aDd pearls. a heart aad 
arrow ditto of pearls 
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The Fleurs-de-Lis 
of the Queen of England 
ALEXANDRA OF DENMARK 
(1844- 1925) 

The J~I is described under lot 107 1" the t:ltalogue u , "a 

diamond bt"ooch. designed 11 ~ fleur-de-lys. This brooch once 
form~ a pMtion of the crown worn by her late I'N.Jeny. 
Queen Alexandra, u the corOtUtion of Kin, EdwardVU". The 
deQil concernin, the c()f'ONtion of King EdwardVlI seems 
doubtful. Indeed. Queen AlelQnctr.. wore ;a di,unond crown 

with four fleun-de4ys for" her hu!~n(fs coronnion on 9 

Au,ust 1902. It had been nude especbolly for her. But me 

armature of the crown is on display today in the Army 
MU$eum.london. The four f1eurs-de·lys are Hill there.The 
jewt"1 is set with n~n; the dQmonds Wt d«oratC'd the 

crown dun", the COf"OnilUon were the perwml pt"operty of 

Queen A1eQndra ;and were duly tl!wmed to her alter the 
event. This lieu;1 may welllQve ClIused the (onfu~. 

~C11 Alcxandra did own ",nother C(OwfI that Will nude 

immediOitdy alter the deJ,th of her hu!Wod In "IO. On 

bef:ominz a widow she tud paned s~nl pieces of crown 
jewdlery. noubi), the crown of Geor,e IV. an elepnt circle of 
~arl$ arH:! diamonds. displ~in, a ttOSS ;and rose motifs, 
wmroclu VId tNsdel in diunoods, to her d~u&htef'';flobw, 

M~I)', the new q~n. Therd~, she comminiOfled a new 

di.,mood crown ~o compenUlte lot the Iou. This dQmond 

Christie's Londo n 
1 May 1937 

circle Mcorued with flC\Jl"S-de.lys was orderCil from che 

jewelleJ'1 ul"riOJton for hi!r pef'1.ONl use.And it wu set 

with diamonds rernow:d from the coronation crown. 
FoIlowingAleundu's de~th in 1925, her d~ughter, Queen 

Maud of No~y, InheritCil the cn)\Nfl. lt is ulll ofu:~n worn by 

the p!"eserlt queen of NOlWJy. lt is it complete circle of 
diamoncb. on which all! attuhed four crosses whose 

position un be .,Itened n wil!.lt lppell"S that the four f1eurs· 

de-lys let with the crosses 00 the orilirlll crown had llll!ldy 

been unmounted when Queen M.,u<! inherited the jewel, 

Permps they ~re given in personal gifts by Queen 
Alell:andn.. lt is one of those fleuJ'1-de-lys Wt wu offered 

for ule at Christie's 00 3 M1Y 1937, 

fxin& page; Queen AIexilndr.i. 'Mdow cll(q !;6.yard VI. weM10l he!' 
peI"JONI di~ (I'OWIl She IS aI~ weM'IIli i 0w1rn0r'd clYln tN( 

w.u rllented bt her d.iu~1t!r: Pnnc.es.s l.ot.oM. O"U:t>eH of Fife. md 
then her~~ ~ AleJtinc:t' ... Duchess ofrrfe..~eH 
Ale»"dri beq.oeilhed vus jeWl!l 10 her cOUSW\, l..ldy I>;it/Xli ~ 
and It vas sold at ChrriDe'S., 197 .... 111 ~ Pa!no.a·s auctoon. 

Tin: PROPERT Y Of!' A L ADl" Of!' 
.( 0~<A ~~u-t.a.-) 

'l'J'J'LE 

107 A DL\lIO~O llaoooll , drsignoo 111\ A fleur-de·lys 
TIu'II brooch Q"'(' JornllYl (l porII'm, oJ llu: CroWII trorlt b!J ' // 

IIt rio/1t .1/ajtg!J QUttll .Jle.calldro at ,nt! CQrQllaliQ" oj I\'i,'y Ots, " _ 
J;~II /rord 1' / f ( Fiat plwl&gMl'ln ~(lM jcill~ lhe fAt,) 

CH ,/ 
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The Scottish Princess 
HH PRINCESS MAUD OF FIFE, COUNTESS OF SOUTHESK 
(1893-1945) 

Foe- the fint time! In the history of Great BrItain, die Labour 

P~ny had uhieved ill crushi", majority in me House of 
Commons. Churchill had won the.....ar but Ion the! election. 
It wu Clement Attlee who WlS now ruMin, the country 

and ht: had a revolutionary f)f"OCnmrne. He ~ublisl'led ill 
N;atiomll He.llth Service tmt pYe aeeen to medical services 

for ;all. and pursued natioNJisulon, re<:oMtnJcUon :100 

decol oni~tion. The Jignificilnt tax rises accepted by the 

country as a nec~sary part of the war dfort a,:ainst 
Gerf"lWly and ppan were not reversed. On the contrary. the 
fi n;ul(iai burden increased. particularly for the larre 
landowner'l. the core 01 the ~lthy British ilriStoCl1ICY. 

Apart from the SO¥1!rei",. Georae VI. who benefiaed 
from iln el(u'aordiru.ry Ul( exemptioo. the royal family were 
not spa~ their share of the burd~.The sale of jewellery 

from the esute of Princess MJud of Fife. Countess of 
Southesk. orzanised by Chrlstle's on the II June 19"6, was a 

clear si", that sornethinJ; had changed deflnitivety in the 

kin&dom of Gre:at Briuin. 
&om In 1893, Princess MJud w;as ooe of the lesser·known 

members of the roya! famity. Her mOther. Prince» l oulsc 

was the eldest cbu&hter of EdWJrd VII and Queen AJel(andra. 

19 

Christie's, King Street, London 
22 June 1946 

who had vown up at Marlboroogh House and SJndringtam. 
the twO residences of her pilrents,cushiorled by J bmily life 

full of luxury and re:serYe that shaped het in to a particularly 
shy princl!$s, ln 1889 the British public: leamt - with no great 

stnse of surprise - of her intention to INN")' a Scottish 
arinocr.l t. the Earl of Fife. soon to receive a dukedom from 
Queen VIctoriJ. H~ fiance had an Illustrious famity history. 

counting the MJcduff family - rendered immortal in 
Shak~pea re:'s Mocbedl - amonpt his ancestorS. 

Hi$ esute in the Bnem.u rqion of Scotland stretched to 
thOUlands of hecures, and his properties in England and 
London were mJny Jnd lu)(urious. The newlyweds had four 

homes to choose from. eKh one as sumptuOUS as the next: 
Mar l.odj:e In Scocbnd, Eau Sheeo l odge in Rkhmond Pari!;, a 
townhouse In Portman Square:, london, and Fife House In 

Brighton. 

fa( lnc pqt u.d below; A CA!:wxhon ~ olI"Id ciamcn:t necJ4te. 
c.18fl8. by Bohn. ~od to Qu.:cn Alelwnch ~ the T Hr of Rusw. 
The pn::.perty 01 f'rInceu /"'UI,d. Ccu"lte\S of Southesk (Chnslle', 
Londor\ 16).me 19-\6). 

16; A FINE SAPPHHlli ANI) I) I AMO~O COll.AR., composed of eight 
cabochon sapphires of fine colour. witb single row di:unond borders OS;tX;';. 
in the foml of oval clusters. and held by diamond panel! of twisted 
bar design, the centre formed of three S:lOgle d~monds set vertically.-l.1._ I 
- will, fillings oS <,c I t. l f"A-.c ~ ... ..u n.:.... ""'7'''4-.1 

The (Jbot~ lol was prueHlcd 10 Quem AkxQICdra bv Ih~ Clar 0/ 
Rtmia.jro", who'M I't /ta! Ml,U!alhtff to II.R,II. 7'ht Duchess of Fif~ 

Su 11IlulNJliotf.jaciHg pt/ge 13 
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HIGHLY 
IMPORTANT JEWELS 

nllt~nuw 

lI.tI. PR I~CESS "I .... UD. COL"I'IoTESS Oil' 80UTIIESl. MNwJ 
15rlU.,. OrJn '" ,"'" £.~ 

t ADV C R£VI LU t 
nrR com..,."..ss D'AItCY 

" IE DOWACER !.ADY POLtV 
LADY FORT UNP. 
MRS. M . SVEItS 

It.RS. CLAUDlA PACE C 
MISS OSWALD S lltlT U 

MXS. CEORCR BIU.l.VIU. f: 
MR8. If. MtCllATII 

nll~ KT . liON. LORD NUlI/BURNt' OU ,e 
SIR MICUAEL A. J . MALOOLM 

S IR CHORCE OLIVER COLll' UIST. BART. 
A. DEN. ESO. 

M RS. PEKCY FREEMAN, ~ 
{SaW,." Or_" '" /1/11 ~ 

MR$. m l £L Tr....~NE!\T. ku,.wJ 

(s.u 'Y0rI" """ t~1 ...... 
JEWELS AND JEWELLBRY 

FRO .. OTlI lK SOURO:.iIi ..... 
WILL RP.: SOU> AT AUCTION BY 

CHRISTIE, MANSO N & WOODS, LTD. 
JLO'c.._ ... It . ... r-.. .... 4C . _C. .. ~r... • • ,_ .... c._,J:.. 

~_II.-... . • W ,_ ............ _ ... w,,_, 
" DERBY HOUSK. 

STRATFOKV l' lAtJ!, OXt"t)lW STKEtrr. W I. 

00 We dne , d e)' , JUD e 26. 19 46 
AT [1./1"'..11 O'CLOCIC I'IIUrs.LY 

.\I:"'y be "ito-'c!d WONO.\ y .nd TUF.$IU" JftQDIlIns and C.I~ 
had 11 )le.'L ClutIJrI&, M"!<oJ(»i ,\1010 WOQM' 0II0et. 0#,." lI ... w. 

!i"Mfn I~ O-forl SJ".I, ~ W. I 
-r-, _ . . MA ... _ $Ill 

,........... c-n...r, 111'_, r-
Calalot . ... wlu. 'oar , lalH uf llluatntke ... I"rfce 1'-

Abo¥. and fac~ ~~ ~ 'he ptOper1)' oIf'r1t'OeS~ 
M..a.O:ItmeIi oI5otahm. (Onrue'11.J:Irdon.16 jurIIl946). 



" 

' OIl 

Hi2 A OLUlOlO1 D ,,11"11 IW.,. I)Qu .... Cur ~n. compoltd of dIuaoad 
'-nHli with dg~ oone-tbaped reil," Jet diapWlr win 
Qhochnn rubies. and Inmin.atinc in IqIW"C-C\lt rub)'~.Qrda 

'" . 

'" TU,RA, ODIQ. , 
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The mJfriqe produced a soo, who died <It ooly [WO 

months old,<l.nd lWO daughters,Alex<I.Ildn. <l.od Haud.The 

h~lth of the duchess being fragile. ehe fMllily often travelled 

to the Medi tern.nean duri", the ..... Inter months. and it was 

during one of these expeditions to Egypt th<l.t the Fifes 
~re shlp~cked. The drama unfurled close to the 

Morocnn c~t. The '<l.mlly ~re initially unharmed, bue the 

duke contracted pleurisy and died in Aswan in January 

1912. Princeu Louise survived her huwand by fifteen years, 

dying in Scotland In 1927. 

The Story of mel t dlughters is somewhat unusual. 

Neither h<J.d any interne in p!Jblic life. The elckst.A1tlQodn.. 

2~ Duchess of Fife, ~rried her cousin, Prince Arthur of 
Conn<l.uaht.in 191]. He would die of stomach cancer in 

1938. She w.u prob.J.bly the first Sritish royal to pursue <I. 

pI'Ofeuion. From childhood. her ambition h<J.d been to be a 

nurse. and the Fint World War ",ve her the opportunity to 

fulfil her dn:<I.ITl. Spccialbina in IY""'ecology <l.nd wrcery. she: 

went on to pnctise under the name of "Nurse Marjorie" 

riJht up to the end of the SecoodWorldWu. 

In 192J, her younger siner, Haud,lTIlorTled Ch;!ries 

Carl'ltaie. me efdest son of the brl of Southesk. another 

Scottish arinocnt with a colourlul lamily. Rooted in Brechln, 

midW'3)' betw'een Dundee in the wuth and ~rdeen in the 
nonh, the Carne&le cbn was one of the few families who 
sQ)'ed IoyJ.I to the Swaru, in p<l.rticubr Queen Nary.Their 

role In the Jacobite reYolt of 171S,one of ",,,,ricos <l.ttempu 

to put a St1.Qrt back on the throne of Scotland, led to the 

coofisndoo of their bnds. They would hJ'Ie to wait another 

1-40 years. uncil 18SS. fa.- the n:wm of their fortune and 
lands at Klnnaird. Four years latu, the 9'" Earl of Southesk, 

luvina restored the bmily's fortune. decided to rulfil his 

dream and became an ~Iorer. For twO ye<l.", he ~elled 

through Subtchew;!n and the Rocky MounQiIU in North 

America.. returnina ..... ith an important collection of Na tiYe 

American art. which was f!YeIlw<l.11y wId by his descencbnu 

in 2006.T he family, and certainly the castle at Kinnalrd.1w 

~me interesting Jho'5u. noably. the 2'" Earl of Soutnesk 

who. It Is said, practised black ma&k. 
One of the sisrers' nre p!Jblic appear.mce5 d<l.tes from 

19]7, when they ~re seen at the cOl"OfU.tion of King 

George VI and Queen Biubeth. The Duchess of Fife and 

PriI\Ce\s Maud OM!re seated in the gallery O'Ierlookina the 

queen '$ throne at Westminster Abbey. AieX<l.ocin. the eldest. a 

duchess in her own right and wife of Prince Arthur of 
ConnaUJht.. was in the second row with sisters of the new 

quetfl atId cousins of the ~ king. Maud was in the third 

row.AIex<J.Odn wore many bbuklus pieces of diamond 

lewellery: Maud wore the atllethyn dan. and necklace of her 

grandmother. Queen Aleundra.. 
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Eiaht ye<J.t$ later. at the eod of the Second World War, 

Princess M~ud died at the age of fifty·[W(). Her only son, 

j<l.mes Camegie. was aged sixteen.A C~det in the British 

Army. he had been home on leaYe and was ~ti", on the 
sation pLat:f04""m for the tnin to ake him b<l.ck to barrKks 

when he I~mt of his mothers death.james beina a minor. 

the <l.dminisU"<ltOt$ of his mcxher's est.ue decided to sell p.lrt 

of her jewellery collection at Christie·s.The most important 

item was a necklace of sapphires and dQffionds ,iYetl to 

QueenAlexandra by Tsar Aiex.ander Ill. It sold for £4.900. 

The jewellery worn by Princess Maud for the coronation In 

19] 7 was included in the ut;llogue.The amethyst d i<l.dem, 

iIlso <I. aift from tile tnr. but this time to Princess Louise. 

reached £ 1.750. The necklace ordered personally by Queen 

AleX<l.ndno sold for £580.A diamond bnicelet sold for £520, 

and a second diadem of diamonds. wrquoise and pcarls.giYen 

as a weddina present by Queen Aiexandn to her 

gnndd~uchter. Maud. ~de 090. The fort)' pieces of 
jewellery in the collection of Princess Maud. Countess of 

Southcsk, ~re sold for a total of £ IO,989.The ~r1 of 

Southesk IIYed for a further forty.seven years, dying in 1992. 

aged ninety·nine. 

Princess Alexan<lra, Duches$ of Fife, lived until 1959, Her 

l;ut ye<J.rs were cJouded by the death of her only son.Ai;uair; 

The young man had Inherited the tide of Duke of Connaught 

from his patemillgrandbther, who h<J.d died in I 942.A ye<1r 

luu.AJuair succumbed to hypothermi<l..aged twenty-elght. 

in circumstances 3Imon u comic u they were tn,gic. 

Famous kx his praniu,Alul2ir was Stflt to North Ameria. as 
aide-de-camp to his uncle. the Earl of Athlone. who was 

appointed Governor General of Canada durina the Se<ond 

WorIdW"". On <I. particularly cold winter's niaht. <l.n 

Inebriated Absalr app,aftfltly forgot to shllt. his w indow. 

Some witnesses said he simply fell from his bedroom window 

and died In the snow. 

PrincessAloandno rewrote her will after the death of 
her son. The tide of Duke of Fife and the estate that 
accompl.flied it were to be left to her ncphew.jamt$ 

Camegie, Haud's son, who died In 201 S.Anythin.a that came 
from the Connauaht esate and <1.11 that she inherited from 

her Iltnband was giYen to another nephew.Alexander 

Ramsay. the SOIl of her cousin. lady R.1.m11y'. born princess 

Patricia of ConnauahL By coincidence. this princess a l!.o 

featum in tile Christie's legend: her collection of jewellery 

was sold by the auction noose In 197 ... 

ficin, pa,e: The Mnelhyn ~ d~ necl<Uce of Queen 
AJo<.-dra. The Property of Pnncess Maud COl/t"llcU of Soutt.esI<. 
(Chnstle" London. 26 June 1'1'l6). 
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Queen Victoria's Granddaughters 
LADY PATRIClA RAMSAY 
(1886-/974) 

~.th~ piece:s of Jewellery. prmi~11y pearls. 
di.:romonds. emenkb ~d ~ira. o/rer valuable insia:ht into 

the lifestyle of one of~VktON'S ,randdauchtM.a 
WOITWl ~I but foflOtten toCtty. Her iIIlntrious Vltauy was 
realled in lot oombel" ]7 of the s~e: "A diamond set Jubilee! 

bnxx:n. (Ofll9OSed of a crown. betw'eerllhe dnes: 19]7 and 
1887." Pnncus Patricia of Conru.ucht was jun a couple of 

monw old wt'Ien Queen Vic.lOr'Q celebnted her !Olden 

iubt~, and it's difficult to know If the brood! was IP'IffI to 
her iilS a pt Of" if it befooted to her mother, the Duchess of 
Connauaht. cbu&flter-ln.l~ of the queen TM mc!lTIOry of the 

~me DlJCheu of ConNu,tlt. born Prince" of Pf\Juia, is 
written into another ,em.lot 47: "A di.amoncI;u'ld emeraid 

I»dce brooch of the Rifles Bripde. presented to the duchess 
of Connlught by the officers of the first I».tQ/ion Rifle 
Bripde. JuIy 15", 1890. R 

~ RoyJl Hlcmess. Princess Patricia of ConNlup. wu 
born in Buc.ki~m PllKe Of! 17 M.:rorth 1886. Het" childhood 
was privll~, but colourful. Her bother, Queen ViclOl'ia's 

favounte son. was a miliury (Nn thtoup and ttlroup. He 
tnYded the WOI'1cI. from IndQ to Carwb.. dependi", on hcs 

postinJ,. The mIlit;r,ry ~ mefldooed ~e was probIbty 

linked to a promotion IWlrded while servin, WIth the first 

batwlon of the Rifle Bre;.de. Similarly. seve~ of the pieces of 
,ewellery in the 1974 sale had M1 Indian purchase receipt and 
almost Cer"Qin11 related to the time that the duke and his 

bmily spc:nt in India dunnc, the 189Ck. 

GoIdefl tubllee aside, lht ,ren evertt tNllYW'ked the 
youth of PrY\cess Pauic~ was the appointment of her funer 

to the post of Govemor General of CaNd~ in 1911 , In 

contnst to her sine!", M~rpret. who had millTied the 

FxInc lAIe and 0'II!!fiRf:J-ek n emeriId!;,101ppI'w1!1..-x1 ~ 
The propertyofL..ct, f>mo. Ramwy (<>mue's l ondo'\ 1 5 Mi)' 
1914}. The ~ n kll71 ~ 1-4.88 c.vm;thII emenId fl b l 
70Wol.'ll2t~Ihe~ ... Iat68_1119tr.1ts;the 
(.Ibo(hon~.wd on lot 69 Wj, 9 emu; I!nd the ~ In lot 73 
W olS 2350 ar.iU. 

Christie's London 
IS May 1974 

pretender 10 lht Swedish throne 11'1 1905, Pnncess PatnCia 

showed lilde inclination to marry. She was very happy living 

With her pa~na. despl te the fact tht1 ~e not a 

p'nkul¥fy unified c~, She wu twenty-five when she 

arrived in Canada where she Vf:t'y quickly became popular, 

He!" ponnit wu used to decorJte the dollar bill. and during 

the First Wor!dWar a newly formed unit of the Canadian 

army became known u the "Princess Pauida U,nt Infantry" 
in her honour. She deslped the unit's colours herself and 
rem~ their colonel..fn.<hid' until her death in 197.f, 

It wu on Paencla's retum to EncIand,ln 1919. tNt me 

decided to I~ herself with ooe of her fathet", aides·de· 

camp. the Honounble Alexander Ramsq. third son of the 
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Aboooe: A 5eCcnd dwnood ~.-od two diimood ~ The 
~ofUdt P'ilnul Fbmwy(o"roe'sLondon IS H.y 1974}. 

FKInI; ~ ~"..,h and ~ baN brood\. The. proptr'ty 

of Lady Patno. ~ (Ons\Je·tlondon. 15 ~ 1974).The 
d~ bow btoodI ur.ed 10 beIcfc to her motIw!r. the Duch_ of 
C",""", 
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-Top Ittc 1 drimorId ..cl ttnenId bqe btooch cl the Me ~, 
J"WIted toN [)ucNou d~ n leal. TOfI riahc " rrc 
wtl'l. ').20c.awpptwerd~"","'a21 .7Dara~ 

c.nv.: .I'\bf II'Id d.wncnd "" Low.- CorMI', Ill!: rwo erT'OeQId 
.and ~ IyCS. '-- (0I'lICr. ~c a ~ dIIInond m onyx 
b'ood't by <:.tcr:.nhtnled by IAd)o p~ from her COIM'5. 

Pnnc ... HtIINVctorl.lm~dScHe5wg-~ 
(OInnJe', I..ondor\ IS I'Uy 197 .. ). 



Above: TIne d¥nond ~ts ¥'(j i di¥nOl'ld trood\ The 
c:cIlectoon cl lAdy PoMCll ~ {Chl'lSbe's lotIdorI. 15 M.y I 97.of} 
The t'M) Iq!: dllmond InctItU C¥l be dpped toge\hel" to form an 
ewtIlvp' bind, 
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~Acbmond Wr1From1hecollectlOn cAUd)o p~ ~ (CMslte"S lorodor\ IS M.,. 1914).ThJ\In 
fOflTll!l1)o belcnied to /'mc;ess I-WeN Victonoa. 

flnl row. from !fit to lirhc 
The Coo..roteH of Str~ ¥od I<:r(hom; the Ouctoess of Kent (-""l her PK of d¥nO'ld ~ sold ~t 
OIn!;ne', IIllOOO);the Duc::he!.s Ill' Glcuc:ener; Queen M~ 01 NDfw.ry (--. QtJNIIlAlexindr.l.·s d..nond 
cn;I'Ml); Outtn MMy. Queen 81~ (lhen Prn;~ EiIzabdh): Pnr\(:en M.-pm rod the Pnnten ~ ~~ 
ofH,wewood ~ the wpptwe olI'd 00rncnd p.r.n fOld ~t Chnn!e', III I9060JOd 1970). 

5e(ond row. from left to rl&f\1: 
Pr'IIlc~ H~VICtOnI (we¥rt the dlT"Ond ~ whdl sold ~ Orlstoe', III l'n ..... Udr P.itr1O.\ ~r" WCtIOI\, 

_ ~~ PnnceArUlurcAComollJltlt ~ P~ ~y ~ her two d~ ~;IIld the d..nond 
bow brooch sold at ChnstIc's 11'1 1974). F'nnCIl:lo~AIe?<¥Wh. [)..oc:hess cA Fife 

Third row,from kilt 10 ri&M: 
The MoIr"Choness ¥'od I'1¥qutst of Unsbroolre. Pnnms ~ CCU'lteSS of Sou1hesk (we .... 1he ,mtttryst and 
ciMnond roecld«e sold It Olr1sbe's III 1946). the E.u1 ofSou1htU:. 

136 Earl of Oalho\nle, The roun& oltket' belon&ed to an 

extellent Sc.ottish family. but the princess's marriqe to a man 
without tide posed , problem with ptOtoc:oI. ~t would 

Princeu P~trici~'s tide be as a rmrried wormnl Georte V. 
unlikt: his father. EdwardVlI. was strkt about titles. and ne felt 
the royJl family was Ilre",dy wo larp. 

Princess Palrida resolved the problem very simply, She 
renounced her royal tides as princ.w to become Udy Pauida 

R,muy. Her marria&e to Alexander R,muy was the wbject of 
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one of the first Pa~ r~ms "'bout I member of tne Brlmh 

Royal Family.The ceremony took plate on 27 February 1919. 

VId If the film is to be believed, the weather was ~Iin," Tne 

you", couple returned to the tKepOon n Budcinahlm Palace 
amid tOf'l'el'ltbl rain. The cortege ol bridesmaids Included 
Princess ~ry, <butntet" of Geotte V; Princess Invid of 

Sweden, niece of the bnde: and Princess Maud of Afe. 
The l,ll'lion cl Alexander R.amgy and Udy Patricia was 

blessed with the birth of a son,Alexandet. 1n 1956. he ma.rned 



Fkn mse1", ~ Sa/toon, one of the two chiefs of !he m.ser 
dm. lt ....,;u AJe,Qnc!er wno ordered the sale of the ~ty. 

three pieces of jewellery at Chri:stie'sln 19704. The aucOon made 

ill toQI of neilrly £100.000 (equivalent to £700.000 todzy). 

The lin of jeweller)" presented in me catalogue reYeals an 
incerestins deQiI about the ~e 01 Uidy PJlTicQ IUmuy. lt 

appears she was much kM!d by s~ members of !he royal 

family. Many of her cousins left her sigrificant endowmentS In 

their wills. When her cOU$ln,Alenndra, Duchess of Fife,died In 

19S9,ihe bequeathed Pauida ~ pieces of jewellery. 
noQbty a ~ uutOir nude of diJlnOl'ld links. which could be 
u-anilormed into Jour assorted tnceietS. The ensemble $Old 

for £9.0400.Anothet- COl.Gln. Princess Mvie-loui~, who died in 

1956 """'maut children, left Patricia a diadem in diamonds, 

....tlich ...-ould prorve to be the most expeosiYe item in the sale. 
~Khirc ill lOW of £ 12.000, iIIId a be.J.utiful art dec:o brooch 
signed by Cattief". The caQIogue al$o menOoned Other pieces 
of art dec:o jewelef"y in upphm. emenlds and diamonds. 
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HRH PRINCESS AUCE OF ALBANY, COUNTESS OF ATHLONE 
(1883-1981) 

This saI~ ..... as ma~ up of only six pi«et and only one of 
these - a dwnond dildem - is of 1I'Iy interut. yet it nurlu 
th~ end of an t:~ HRH Princess Alke, Coonten of "thlone, 

wu the wt livina: y.anddilUJhter of Queen V"lCtOrn.. She wn 
seYt!nt~ when her Illustrious cnndmother died, ~ if one 

believes the photosnpner Ce(,1 8eJton. that ,r.mdmodler 
.....ouid become her n~ one lUbjea of (onvtrSlbOf\. 

Princess Allce of AII»ny was born in Windsor Cude in 1881 
Her fathet-, Prince lcopold, Dub or A1bany, WlIIS tile youn,est 
son oIVictor~. He wu the only one of her sons to inherit 

the luiemoph,l~ aene that no In the family.Allee would pus 

it to one of her SON. who then died Pl"efNwrdy. Len iNn a 
year ;alter the birth of his dau~1ter, Prince LeopoId fell while 
walluna; on. P'th at hl$ home on the C6le d'Alur and 

Christie' s London 
12 December 1984 

s~~ a fatal cerd)raJ haemorrtu.&e. His WIfe. one of the 

Pnncesses ofWaJde<.k and Pyrmont. wu ptqNnt lot the 

time of his death. She pe birth to a son who would ~ the 

bin Duke of Sue-Cobu"1 ;md Gocm. 
On 10 Fcbnary I~. dunna: the rei." of Mr un~ King 

Edw.ml .... II,Alice O'lilmed her cousin. Prince Alexander of 
Teck,at Wind5CH" Cutle,The marna,e. produced three 

children: Mq. who woukI be dle only one to ~ 

Fx:tna ~fTmcel Ahee 01 ~ c.1905, 

Wow: AA.., dKo ~mond h¥~ ~ propf'f'1)' d lAdy M..,. ~ ""'n {OniDe', London. 11 Decerrber 1984). 
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desc~!'lts: Rupert, who died In 1928. ~ twfflty-on~: and 
M~uric.e. who died ~ged six months. In June 19 17. in th~ 

midst of the Firn World War. PriO(~ Alexander agreoed to 

renounce his tide ~nd his GermVl rqme.~dopti"' instead the 

name of Cambrid~ ~nd th~ tide, Earl of Athlone. Being a 

pnncess in her own right. Ns wife kept her ~ tide. She 
was a cousin to mon of Europe's severeiens. On her father's 

side. she was related to the lan Tsafin~ of Russi~. tne Queen 
of Spain. the Quuns of Greece. Romania and Sweden. and 
the lut emperor 01 Germ~ny. whom she ~p~rently found 

pompous and complex. On her mothe~' side. she was cousin 

10 Queen Wilhelmin;a of the Netherl0and5. 

Related to the roy.alty of Europe. born durirt& the reign of 

Queen Viaori;a. Prill(tssAJice p~nicip;ated in four 

COf"OfUtions in the rwentieth centIJry; those of &:tw.ardVII. 

GeorgeV. George VI ~nd Queen Eliubeth 11 . For the first 

three ceremonies. she wore the di;amond di;adem in the form 

of e~~ of whe.JI that she inherited from her mother-in-bw. 

the Duchess onecle for the fourth. in 195]. she wore;a 

diadem In E,yptiJ,n art-deco style which wu. it appean. 

commis~oned by the princess herself. probably;at the end of 
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the 19]05 using old piKes of jewellery that sne considered 

OUt of fashion. 

At the bqinning of the I 970s. PrlnceuAllce. CounteSS of 
Athlone, wu a survivor from a different. She wu 

certaInly one of the only gnnddaughters or Queen VlCtoN 

(;along with Queen VICIOfi;a Eugenie of ~in) to h;ave given a 

television Interview. She lived in Ke:nsintton Palace in an 

apartment very close to that of Princess ~rpret.and where 
the present Duchess of Cambridge now lives.At nearly 

ninety years of aze.Arice was niU Qkina;an annw.1 flight. in 

economy cb.ss. to the Antilles or Atria for a nolidq. Hef' 

~retary once confided tNt. aftef' il bte ilnival. the pnll(ess 

WilS obliged to sit up all nizllt at an African airpon: she was 

over eighty-five yu~ of ;age ;and didn't comp!ilitl once. 

Her nlnetiech birthdly was celebn.ted in $tyle with a 
reception given by !ler d~ughter ~nd son-in-l~w ~t Claridge's 

Hotel. Fl!flUte gul!lits were ,"ked to wear it cfj;adem. if 

possible. 5eYerat dozen. indudi"l Queen Eliubeth, followed 

etiquene and wore the required feweLThe princess died 11 

Kensington Pal~ce on 3 Januuy 1981. jun a few week, 
bef()n! her nincty-eipth birthdliy. 

~;1lI ~ Pnnccu AItct. Coun~) of Athlone. wearw-s the Art 
Decod.vnot'ld~ 19)7. 
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The Last Princesses 
HRH PRINCESS MARY, THE PRINCESS ROYAL, COUNTESS OF HAREWOOD 
(1897- 1965) 

le was the ,!"eaten _deIi", of the interwar period. Kin, 

Georre V and Queen Nary' s only dluJhter. Princess Mlry. 

w:u lectin, married to ViKount Lu(tllts. heir to an old and 

Yery rich lrUtocntic 'oamity. Thrones were falli", around 

EUropc!.Austna. Russia. Prussla and d the SINI! German 
monarchies with whom the Bmish ro)'J1 bmily were 

connected, Wf!t'e be<ominc but memories in the history 

books. Wu it fOf' this ruson, perhaps. dlat the BdU$h 

S~"fj,"$ dKided to celebrue their diluJhter' s mania,,, 
with such ~epnce!r,mu were tm",m,.The dymstic 
alliances of the PUt that had put Bnosh pnncesses on 

European thnxoes "'d ziven wq to more proUIC uniom; 
m;ar~ that would $ere more of a (nord With the 

British publIC who wef'e. perhaps. wury of seein, their 

princesses, endowed b)' Parliament. taking their forwnes off 

to ~I dynuties len presdzjoul than me Windson - the 
new mme adopt~ by the Brltbh royal famlly durln, the 

Firn WorIdWar.1n a bid 10 disQ,oce themselves completely 
from their Gc!mu.n onains. 

Certainly. (Nil)' questioned the senurnenu of the couple. 
The Prince of Wales.. brother of Princess Mary. opposed the 

weddin& OIl !:he praelCt that hb liste!'" dld OOt loYe Viscount 
Lucdles. who 'NU fifteen ~ars her SCfllor. He sugestcd the! 

)'0\1"& prll"ICen was simpt)' KCtptlna the union to escape! the! 
"pnsoo" of Bucklll&ham Pabce. 

Marrbge 01 love or I'NINge 01 cOIlvenlC!ncelWNtf:Ytf" 
the truth. PriI1Ce5S Mat")' mU$t have $fTIIled when her W'f:ddll'l& 

lifts bepo w arriYe ill Bucklrl&ham Patace.ThC!y WC!fl! 

bbulous. Her fat.hC!1' P"'C! her a parure in sapph.n!S and 
dlamood$ m.lIde up of a MCkbce. diWem and brxelet. which 
came from d1e coIle:ctioo of Queen Vicwria. her ,reat 
aWlClmot.hC!1'. Her mother. Queen Mary.complete:d chrs With a 
brce brooch of ;m 0YiI1 sapphire surrounded by founl!ell 

dlamonds and a diadem cl triliants. Princess Mary's future 

~ Ne: A cIoamoocIlr~ ,,«Id.l(~\I¥.a. "..,. Prootrty d!tle 
Pl'Wlce:n RayJI (o.n.t.e'~ loIldoo. 29 June 1'166) 

Westminster Abbey 
28 February 1922 

Innband had Kqull"C!d an vctraOfdirw-y. flexible corsa,e 

ornament made up of dwnoncls linked together by knots and 

pMdants sa With diamonds and tWet'lf)' IVJe oval sappl\ll'H. 
The piKe ame from GWICI Duke MicNel of R.U5.lii.1.. who hid 

inhented It from his mother. Grand Duches.s DIp, born 

Princus C«11e de Bade. Tht! brother$ cl the bride, the Prince 

of Wales and the future DukH clYotk. Glouceste!'" and Kent, 
all diose piece5 of jewellery in dbmonds and sappflim. 

Other weddin& ,.tu QITle from officlal orprnsations. The 
R.0)'i'I Navy a- a ~nqli,e~ MCkbce in tmerJlds and 
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.... txmt: A YppIw1! and cbmond Rusmn nedcbc:e.l0I'NfnBlt The 
property ~ ~ ~s ~ (ChnWe's london, 2l N~ 
1960). 

hac pi.p; .... c:bnond ~,The propert}' of The Pnncess ~ 
(Ovistle'sl..oockv\ 13 ~ 1960(umoId).~a.mtoe'~ 
London 28 pie 1966). 
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shoulder. brushing away a speck of dust from his uniform.The 

innocent gesture implied an intimacy hitherto unseen. 

However.Townsend was a divorcee and scandal raged. 

Winston Churchill added to the controversy when he 

commented that the princess was too close to the crown to 

marry a divorced man.After all, she was, in fact, third in line 

to the throne after her sister's two children, Charles and 

Anne.Were she to ascend to the throne one day, she would 

become head of the Anglican Church. Unlike her uncle, 

Above: ~ "Poltirr.ono. T wa" Property fium the collection of ~ 
Princess Marg~t. eoll1tess ofSnowdoo (Christie·s london. 13 June 
2(06). 

ncing page: ~ PrirKess Margaret on her wedding day. 6 May 1960. 
wearing the"~ Tiara", 

EdwardVIII. who had abdicated the throne to marry the 

woman he loved and became the Duke of Windsor, Margaret 

finally gave up Townsend. 

A new chapter began in her extraordinary life: the 

bohemian years. In 1960, she married a young. talented 

photographer,Antony Annstrong-Jones. Through him. 

Margaret discovered a new universe.Their vast apartment in 

Kensington Palace became a rendezvous for artisu who lived 

in - or were passing through -london.They welcomed 

dancers. choreographers. Hollywood actors and the jet set. 

Several amazing pieces of jewellery signed by}ohn Donald 

and Andrew Grima date from this period, and would later 

feature in the sale of 2006. 

Unfortunately. Margarefs marriage to Antony Armstrong­

Jones, made Lord Snowdon by his sister-in-law. Queen 

Elizabeth 11. ended in divorce.The couple had two children. 
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Above: Catalogue featuring the diamond ~ of Empress Josephir.e 
(arntie's london, 21 April 1937). 

Facing page: A diamorld tiara by Faberge.The diamond brioIettes o n 
the tiara. which belonged 10 the d ukes of l euchte11berg. were 5aid to 
be part of Empress ~ine's co llection. (~·s london. I) June 
2007). 
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collapse of the first French Empire. Her considerable estate 

went to her two children who were burdened with several 

million francs of debt. 

It was Josephine's gr.mdson, Prince Louis Napoleon 

Bonaparte. the only surviving son of Hortense from her 

marriage to Louis Bonaparte, who sold the aforementioned 

cameos through Christie's in London. Resident in London, 

having lived in Switzerland and Italy, he decided to sell several 

items after squandering a large part of his inherited forwne . 

Alongside the cameos, the sale at Christie's comprised 

several busu, paintings and weapons. He kept aside various 

pieces of jewellery. On becoming Emperor Napoleon Ill, he 

offered these to his wife. Eugimie de Montijo, and it is from 

her that we can trace, in the sale of 1872, the pink diamond 

that had been part of Josephine's collection. 

Several other important items of jewellery, mostly 

diamonds, drawn from the dispersal of Josephine's estate 

came to auction at Christie's during the twentieth century . 

Most came from a branch of the family descended from her 

son, Eugene, the Duke of Leuchtenberg. Perhaps the most 

important was a riviere "composed of forty finely matched 

and graduated diamonds". The attendant catalogue entry, 

dated 21 April 1937, noted that it had belonged to Empress 

Josephine, 

by whom it was left to her son, prince Eugene de 

Beauharnais, I" duke of Leuchtenberg, who married 

Augusta, daughter of Maximilian Joseph I" of Bavaria. 

From then, it descended in the Leuchtenberg family, 

until recent years when it passed into the possession 

of a private gentleman. See document signed by duke 

George of Leuchtenberg, sold with the lot. 

The genealogy mentioned in the catalogue, the 

document signed by Duke George of Leuchtenberg, and the 

box described in the catalogue seem to confirm the 

imperial provenance. Extremely generous. Josephine gave 

her jewellery freely to her daughter. Hortense, and to her 

daughter-in-law. Princess Auguste, who had married her son, 

Eugene. Duke George was their grandson. After the Russian 

Revolution in 191 7, he settled with his wife, Princess Olga, 

and their many children in Seeon Castle, Bavaria. a property 

he inherited from his great grandfather. Their fortune was 

left behind in Russia, and so the Dukes of Leuchtenberg had 

to sell their jewellery to survive in exile.An important part 

of their treasure was sold discreetly in Switzerland at the 

beginning of the I 920s; and a diadem of diamonds signed by 

Faberge, of which certain stones were reportedly from the 

collection of the Empress Josephine, was sold through 

Christie·s. Geneva, in 2007 for £1 million. 
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Huge interN.tionalloam weighed hezvily on the country's 

str.litened linanca The indl&eflOUs population. ~ed to 
virwal sl;rvery. rqulvty rdldIed. 1n 1860. the ;1I:Ces~ to 

power of <lI new ~ldent. Benlto joAreL <lI libenl. leCubr 
lawyer of UpoteC onain. r3ised hopes of possible reform. but 

he soon came up a,ainst the country's conservative demenu. 
not least the clerz;y. whom he incen~ with the confiscation 

of property. The litht avinst Juiret was ~ by several 
conserv:nivn who hoped to turn the hili~ republic into a 

new empire. the sa.bllity of ........ ich wooId be gwnont«d by a 
pmce from ;an ancient European dymsty. Ever! ........ ile the Idea 

had little real support in Mexico. the proponents '<Vffe 

encouraged by France and Empress Eugenie. who UN the 
scheme as a Y4:f of confinning the civilisin& properties of 
utholidsm in CentnoJ Ame:riQ... The impet'QI project also 
benefiued from the support 01 several important b<lInks whkh 
saw an opponunity to bood! new,lucnoOve loans.. 

They weot In search 01 an emperor. The Duke of AufNie, 

macemall.ll.lCle of Clurlotte. stepped uide.;)(ld the 5p.linish 
Bourbons adopted the wne pnxleflt attitude.Archduke 
Maximilian of Austria. ex-viceroy of l ombJIrdy and younJler 
brother of Em~1'Of' Franl joseph. appeared to be the easiest 
c;mdidate to manipulate. His wife aspired to being crowned. 
and she didn't mli1d which crown so 10"1 as ~e WillS 

so...erei&n She han.ued her hu$band about the prospeCt of 
becomiflJl empel'Of'. bot the archduke. more prudent than his 
wife. and very attached to his European comforu, hesitated. 
However, he ~tually atr~ to receive the Mexican 
delegation at Mir.llmare. After <lI Y.lgue promise of support 
from France. who S~t a military aide. and Austria, and of the 

neutnlity of the English. he accepted the crown of Mexico. 

The voyage of the newly crownedAunro-Mexican across 
the Adamic required several ships.. The new empreu, a careful 
woman, took a trOUSseau befitting a queen.lu&P&t included 
crockery. s~~re. furniture. household linens. county 
fumishincs. fewdlery VId a sumptuOUS rococo carrbge In 

colden wood tholt can be admired tocby in ~Itepec 

Castle.one of the antient imperial palates. near Mexico City. 
Duri", theAlbnlic~, Maxim~ilon ;llld urlotu. her ~ 
I1lome. were confined to their suite, orpnisi"Jl the ceremony 
of their new toun: chamberlains. imperial gwrds.livery and 
uniforms. the orpnisation of audiences and so on. In all. they 
creued nearly she hundred ~ of protocol, wtvch they 

would print on their arrival in Mexico. 
On 26 May 1$64.Ver.lcnn. came intO view. The new empo!Ss 

wroce to her ,randrnother; the dow.!;:er queen of France. Mane 
Amelie:"We are Pill to touch land In several hours. the Land 
of our new ~ ... I am delighted with the trOpics and I 
dream only of butt~ies and humrrin& birds ... · .. The dre3m of 

butterflies and hlJnvnin& birds became a nlgh tll"\3l'e In the space 
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of just three yeaI'!. Few MexJcans recoznised their MW 

emperor: lewer sti ll wanted an imported European monardty 
runnin, their country. The fil1lontes 01 the moribund empire lud 

a1re1dy been exhausted by INn rep;ayments at exorbitant ntes 
of intet'est. The unpopubr OCC\lpyina: Freoc.h ;and BelaQn troops 
recreate<ilw-ing the emperor wIthout;)(l army. without funds. 
alone in the palace at Chapultepec before an army 01 rebels. 

In jufy 1866, Maxlmilian sent Charloue (0 Europe to 
encour.llge a renewal of miliary and financial support from the 

fNior powers. Her diplomatk tOur was disastrouS. Napoleon 
III seru a clear message tNt her ~ence was acknowted&ed 
but not welcome. She bepn to send her husband Str.lllge: 
letters: Emperor Napoleon III was described as demonic 

You can be ceruin. to me.he is the devil incarnate. 
During our last meeting.. yesterday, he had such an 
expression. his h;ai"r bshioned hideously. It was the 

expression of his soul.AI the rest Is f~de. [ ... ] You 
must get out of his sphere of influence lIS soon lIS 
possible.Too kind Mephlstopheles. he klued my hand 
todq as l ien him. But it is pby loCting.. beause on 
Iookin& at him dosely several times: I shudder still! The 

world hu never seen Vlfthin& like it before, but the 

relgn nears its end and W't will breathe lI1il"\. 

Her letters couldn't have reassured the poor emperor 
who was confronted daily by a growin& rebellion and a 
dimlnishl"1 army with which to protKt himself. Havin& 
el<llauned all avenues o f diplom.1cy. and been abJIndoned by 

the French soverei&n and his trOOps. Charlotte Onally turned 
to Mi r.llmare, the home that she had built with Maximililon in 

better times. She stayed for several cbys.lt was here that she 
chose to celebrlte Mexico's national dq. 

Several wteks later, Charlotte embartced on a crusade to 
save her de¥. much-loved Maximilian.WId"I the powerful 
nations refus ing to help the moribund Mexican empl~. she 
tumed to theVuiC<lIn and iu spiritual power; 1he filUl dr.llma 

was played OUt in Rome. The pope had recently lost territory 
to the new lul~n kin&dom and wasn't in a position to supply 
trOOps. DurinC ;an audience with the empress. he cook fricht 
when ~e confessed a fear of bcln& poisoned ai1d refused to 
luve th~Vatican where she felt safe. In haste . two tempor.llry 
beds ~ made up for her and her K<:retary in the pontiffs 

library.The empreu aareed to leave the palace the followil1.Jl 
<by to relUm to her hotel. En roYce, she swppcd her 

F;tclnl PIlI« The dQmord (~ OI"nloI'I"leI'l whl(h used to bek:Jne 
to ~ CNrlotte of M_co. From ne: collection of Queen 
MNlt+m of It.lIy (OnslJe'~ ~ I Mq 1969). 



1"3 





At>ov.; 5yboI Smoon ~s d Q.oImonddt')( 'I \he 
CO"1:lNOOI'I d Queen EIIlKleth • in 1951 WNIW"l the YppI'w't MId 
d~nd U.In. Mld ~ db ~ Crown ~ In tt-­
I'f'06IIcd bm ~ D,-Ced ee,!M 
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$peech ~nd Il'lO$t ung;Jcefulln the ~6lenity 01 ~ 
destiny such u hen. under perpetw.1 menace of a 

bleak Mure in prison.. M.JdOime RoyaIe was hardened 

to all. Her wi$h to be alw2ys standi"" fi&htina back 

connandy in the luhion 01 a Id"" daughter. Won 
conmndy fi&htine the nawral sensibility of ne.. scul.s 

To help her endure the occasions on which she was 
obIlred to appear in pyblic. the Duchene d'Mgoul!me relied 

on the subtleties 01 etiquette. of which she knew every 

d~ll. She undertoOk ~ restOl7ltion 01 all pre·revoIution 

customs. indudina fashion. leading the: Comtene de 80icne 

to,end)' mock the duchen in her memoirs; 

Madame dt$ires to brine tNck the We hoops as ~t the 

lime ofVersailles: the protUt was so widespre.1ld that 

$he pve up. However. to the Imperial costume all the 
ancient p;u;;aphemali;! ofVerniDes was added. To our 

Grecian coiffures. the rioculous ruffs 01 lace were 

added.and then one repbced the elepnt coIlerene. 

which recalled a Van Dyck por1I1IJt with ~ helVY ITQnDlla 

and a pfelted fronL In the be&innin" Madame ordered 

INt this should be stricd)' obstn'td.A model was ren 
to merchana who must observe the style stricti)'. She 
showed her displeasure If this was not done.' 

One of the U1IilS tN.l MadVYle Royale Inherited from her 

mother was her love of ie-Ilery.diamonds and pre600s 

stOfleS,.ln 181 5.her penonal collection. principally 01 pelIrls 

and diamonds. was added to with the stones from the 

Crown. Louis XVIII and Charles X were bo<h widowers. and 
$he was the onl)' pen;on able to wear the items assembled 

by Napoleon I.The ens~ble consisted of sevel7ll p,arure of 

diamonds and coloured stones - rubies. Sipphires. eme .... lds 

and turquoises - tN.t she had emircl)' reseL It seems that 

M'}dame RO)'.lle obalned sevenl decrees from Louis XVIII 

Wt allowed her' to preserve several state pieces in her 

private collection. noubly an impo$ing diadem of dial'l'lOfleh 

and a parure In emenlds. The kin, ~mbursed the treaSury 

the \';lIve 01 die pr-ecious stones. 

The first parure I'tlse:t by request of the Duche:sse 

d'Anaoulime contained rubies lone! dilomonds. Cre.lted by her 

favourite jeweller. M~nltres. the Iartt: diadem. a comb. twO 

ned:l.lees. twO brloceleu.lo p,air of pendant earrings. a ,eries 

of buttons in Aower form, a corsage peodlont, th~ sl'ooulder 

brooches and even a splendid belt. were rewoMced.Another 

je:wdler. Bapst, brotheNn.law of MCnltres, was ~oyed to 

redesign the plorure cl npphires and dilomonds. comprisilll a 

neddace. diadem. comb. twO bnceleu. a p,alr of p~nl 

e;lr rin,$ and three shoulder bt'ooches.At the coronation of 
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her bther-in-bw and uncle. C~r1es X.lot Reims on 28 Ma), 

1825. Hadame RO)'llIle wore the Innd p,arul'tl of rubies and 

diamonds created especblly for her. 

In 18)0. when yet another revolution chased the 

Bourbons from Fl7lflCe. to be replaced by the House of 

Orlbns. Madame RoyaIe was forced into exile once more. 

After ~ brief SQ)' in $cc)(.I.lnd. she settled in the Czech lands 
(then part of the: Austrian Empire) with the French royal 

family, and then inAusuia. lt wu ill Austria Wl die c:lau&flter 

of Louis XVI and MarieAntoinette died. forzotten by histor),. 

She had no children.. but channelled her affections Inuead to 

her nephew. the Comte de ChVYlbord. and niece. the 

Ducheue de Parme. Her last will and tesument Stated th'}l 

her jewellery be dMded into three t:q1.Q1 pions; one for the 

Comte de Chambord.one fOf" his wife. the Comtes.se de 
Chambord (it was in the ComteSSf: de Chambonf's slure 

Wl the dilomond lltCk1.lce PUt to auction lot Christie', in 

1971 was indudt'd). and a third for the Duchil!sse de Parm!!. 

The fantaStic parvres of coloured scones desi&ne:d for 
Madame RoyaIe and U'elted with the: stones from the Royal 
Collection lQy'ecI in France durina the reYoiution of 18l0.The: 

new quee:ll. Mane Ameli!!. Ilever wore them. H~r. Empress 

Euaenie made ,reat use 01 the stones and found them so much 

to her likill' that they ~ oever altered. In 1887, diamoods 

from the crown ~ sold at auction. lot by Iot.in Paris. 

$earchina OUt diose prestigious fewels is a f;r.oourite 

pasdme amongst historians 01 precious stones.The author of 

this book had the &cod fort\Jne to Identify a ~ir of sapphifl! 
and diVYlond earrings from the ~rure of the crown owned 

by the d'Orlbns family. DuriOf; the famous gle of the: French 

Crown jewels In 1887. they appear to have been bought by 
Prince Ferdinand of Saxe-Coburz. future kina of Bullaria. 

They stayed In his fam ily untlllust after the Second World 

War. His Inndson.Kina Sime:on 11 . theo offered the earrinp 

to a prince:u of the: d'Orlhns famil)' on the: occasion of her 

marriage in 1957. The diadem of emerakb and diamonds,in 

the hands d an old arinocl7ltic Ena1ish family for ITQny. many 

year'l. was also purchased and exhibited by the Louvre. 

Over the year'l. other pieces from the French royal 
treasury have rqularfy come up for auction in London. 

Geneva and New York. For example. a diadem and necklace 

of sapphires and diamonds wenl OIl sale at Chrislie:'s in 

Geneva In 1973. The otalogue: made no metlOon d thei r 

prestilious royal provenance. In beL the twO pieces h.ld been 

U1Ir'dfOl'Oled at some point after their purctwe In 1887. 

Abow: .vId bdrc ~,.; The sawt- ~rld cNl'flOI'<I p¥lSe from the: 
French <:ronn jeweh. kII theoI" 1I'Odf.ed form (CMme's C.e:nevJ. 21 
N<Nembef- (973). 
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unforturutely not to their .adv.ln~,They were xquired by.a 

jewdler representina: the Rothschild family of Pa.ris.. Both dQdem 

.and neckbc;e _re pJrt of the -odin,;Ift pre:lented at the 

m.arria&t of AJIne de ROthKhild iIMI EdwanI Sassoon In 1887. 

The couple: went on to tgye twO cl-ildren, Philip MId Syb~, Sybit 

inOO-ited the sapphires tnn had once been worn by the 

Ducllene d' Aocouleme, On b«omina: me Mlrchioness of 

C hoImondeIey, she ~ them to the: coronation of Kina: 
GCOf1e VI ;and his wife , Qu«n E1izabem. in 1937. The Mal1lues~ 

and the M.arc:hioness of Cholmondelty asktd the celeb~ted 

phot~er, Ced 8eawn, to immortalise the evoent. The 

double ponnit. taken in the uIon of HougIlwn House, ant of 

the ChoImoodeley family homes.. is extr.lOl"dilQry. The 

m.archioness wears If1t ntddace and the sapphire MId diamond 

dildtm which.Jt chat time. were still intact. She al$O we.ars.a 

cood ten $trin", of pe;ar1s in ptUnd fonn on the front of her 

dre lS.And.of course. both wur the prb of peers of Ihe rulm; 

Kar~ vtlvtt robes bordtred with ermine MId ZOld embroidery. 

Twenty·flVe years later, d l¥ing the Stne Opening of 
Parli:oment. l..ady ChoImoodtley was pnowgraphed on the 

~r$' bench. She wu seJted next to the Duclltues of 
Succteuch. Rudand and Fife,This time she wore the pe;arls. 

and the sapphires and divnonds,but they had been alte~. 

Six of the tipt ~prore nKklace pendantS had btt1I 
di$fTl()l.-Jleci.and now formed 01 ptOlco<k ai l in the middle of 
the di.adem. The two odler snull sapphin! pendana from the 
necklace were Set in the centre of twO pelr·shaped forms, 

which were positioned at me two extremi ties of the necklace 

in plJCe of the two large, rtCtal'llular sapphires lh:.1 t made up 

the oricinal form, The only on,lnal piKe of the necklace was 

ia cl:lltnll section, which w;I$ made up of ~~en big. OVJI 
~phires.Tht diadem no Ioo&er boasted ia big sapphln!s; 

they had been replaced by the pejcock uil moti f. Pa.n: 01 the 

rinceau and leaves of dl1monds had also disappeMed. No one 

has seen the d~dem since its sale in Geneva in 197], 

HoweYcr, the nec!tb.ce does still exist; it bdonp to JIl lnIian 

antique dealer who exhibited it a few years ago in Pa.ris. 

The paru~ of rubies and diVllonds m~de for the 
Duchesse d'AngouI!me to celebrne the coronation 01 
C harles X has had more luck. The rNjor part of the pJrure 

has Stayed intaCt-After numerous tourneys be~ France. 

En~~nd and the United States, the b~celeu h7tc retumed to 

the louvre Museum: the diadem is In a priy;te colle<tion. and 

the shoulder brooches. certain elemenu of the belt and the 

froo l corsage ~nt. a~ also still In existence. 

In 190I..at Christie's in London. three pie<es in rubies and 

diamonds. described as "purchased at the sale of the French 

crown jewels in I88T . --.t lhl'OUJh the auction house, The 

~rure consisted of a corsage ornament in the form of I 

bouquet of 1Iowen. set with dialT1Onlh. Kven brJe rubies and 
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six sl'IUller rubies: a bncelet of rubit:s: iIMI a ~ir of earrings. 

each composed of rubies and diamonds.These jtwds do not 

C(lfT"espond to;any of the pieces sold in 1887. but it i~ ~kely thn 

they were created after the sale from elemtncs of the original 
~ru~. most ~bty with lhe fourteen chss buttonS of 
rubies surrounded by diamonds. One of these jewels I1!wrned 

to sale. with Christie's in I..ondoo, half a century later. but it was 

onty in the 1990s that the moSt important pit<:e 01 the stt.the 
brge neckbte crm ed for the Duckesloe d' Angoulime. 

reappeared It w;lS pbccd with Chrisdt's In ~ In 

December 1982. along with a more recent ~ir of earrings 01 
simibr de51&n The owner of the necklace had commissioned 

the eJrrings from Van Oeef & ArpeIs.. Pa.ris, in 195 I.The piece 

then I1!tlIned to ~ once more. for a salt on 27 Mzy 1993, 

The t.q;.a 01 C hristie's and the French C rown Jewels 

continued with a spectacular announcement in 2008. O ne 01 
the piec:es from Ihe bbulou~ French nitioml collec:tion. the 

grand knot of diamonds created In 1855 by the Jeweller 

Kramer for Empress Eugenie, w;lS coming bJ,ck on the 

market..lhe Item comprised a brooch in the form of a knot. 
from which were suspended twO Iona: ribbons of di.amoods. 

which then ended In pendana, also in diamonds: not only a 

historic ornament but atw a perfect example of the dtJance 

of mnch jewdlery from the nineteenth century.The quality 

of work from the jewellers, setters and polishers who 

Cl'Uttd the pi«e is 01 such a high Standard that the ribbons 

QIl be wt,1J>pe<l around a finger, During the f;amous sale of 
1887.it ..... u sold to a jewdler who was obviously an 

intermedi<lry for one of the most celebrated millionaIres of 

the New World; Mn. C.aroline Astor. Renowned for the 

elegance JIld wphiStiClOon of the bJ,1I~ and receptions u.c 
hosltd in New York, 'The ' Mn. Astor,u she was known, 

owned ~ fabulous col lection comprising ~ral pieces ~t 

had oriciru ted with the royals and emperors of France. For 
the piKes thn she WJS unJble to buy at tile sale of 1887. she 

commissioned copies from the te-IIer Boudw:ron. On the 

other side of the Adantk, this woman of strong duracter 

was considered the queen of hip society.Those who didn't 

figure on the f~mous 'Un of 400' - the 400 people lhe 

invited to her ;annUll I grand IOiree - were not worth 

knowing. On her de.lth in 1908. Mrs Astor's jewellery was 

divided be~n Iler five children. Exaaly one hund~d yu rs 

laler, the most spec:w:ular of these pieces, Empress Eugenle's 

cors.age knot, was being prepa~ fOf" sa le by locOon in New 

York when conservators and me friend s of the louY~ 

F,clnl ~~ Caulogve leatunna I nby md 6¥ncnd wte. p!nh.lsed 
it the HIe 01 the ~d'I ero...n Jewels III 1887 (Chnstoe's l.or.don, I) 
j",1y 1901). 
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Above ind hdng ~,,: The diamond bow brooch of Ernpn5s 
Eugenie. Sold by O!ristie'~ to the ~ du 1..otMe. 
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Elizabeth Taylor 
JEWELS WERE HER BEST FRIENDS 
(1932-2011 ) 

A finallDtal of rron!: than $1 Xl million. with Xlme item:!' Xlld 

br ITDre: than fmr tima:; their e:rtimate! The grea1en m.rne::; 

in jewellery ~pn:!sen1ed in the catalogue. with pn:.stigbus 

provernnce aTId ~eod:!.ry~1DIle:s:.The sale of Elir<l.beth 
Tarbr3 jev.ellery collectbn dt Chrinie's in NewYorlt in 

December 20 I1 W1lE5 anle to beat al l prevbus :salow:the 

fil.bubu:s emeralds bOl.l&htat Bulgari in Rome by Ri:hard 
BU!"1On; r ubie;s mouma;! by Carter and given 10 Ehabeth 

Tarbr by Mil(e Toc:kl. her third husband; La. Pel12grirn.. tt-e 
hi5.1Dric pearl dnt ha.d bebogoo1O the l(jngs of S~in and 
wh en W<J:S relTDuoted by Carter in '!he 1960:5.: the Krupp 
diamord,a Xllitai/@of )) carat:s.;and pe:e:s gi~n to her by 
Michael Jaclt=n. Everytil ing w.u =Id. 

"The s\ICCe~ of this ;sale wu not due to the ~ure of 
Elil:abeth Taybr:" explaired Fraf19:lis Curet Dil12clOr of 
inlemltbn;!.1 jewellery :sales at Christie's. "It was due, purely. 

ID the qo..ra.li\)'ofthe precb~ S1Dres. Mart of t he piece:!' 
'Ael'l! of exceptional qualio/. EIir:abethTaybr ~ofcou~.a 
star lihe no otMr, but :she wa;; fir.st ard forem=t a worm.n 
wil;h the ben eye for jewellery." 

TM :sa~wa;;m~d lilea HolI)"'ClOd bb:ldH.croer: I\b 
thea.tri:aI eft!ctwa;; :spared. Frarl9='i:S Curiel continlled: "The 
rtOrt important pieces were allCtioned during a :speCial sale 
on tM fim: night.WMn eve1)One had been :sate:l in tle:sale 
roomtM I~hl;swere bweredard an archi'le film ~ 
projected. One saw EHtabeth Ta;tb r. in ler ;swim ming peel in 
l.asAnge~3,in tM 198~.SM W<IS ontM 1elepoone 

l"IE!&otQting to buya d Qrrond brooch. which had bebnged to 
the Duc l1s.'S:s ofWindsor.during a:sale of je:'lW:llery at 
Sotheby':s in 19f!l .The pri:e wa.:s :soaring but :she M~ on! 
So..ddenly. when iI; had reached $200.000.:sM:said 'Holy Cow!' 
At that moment. the Iig.he came back lip and I db;:reedy 

rrounte:l the podium and :said :simply: lot numberone." 
The 1eM! story betY.een Elizabeth Ta;tbr and her pre::iooz; 

R.€bt: A pair of clamord £ir.n;bles e;r p;on;tnts. Thecolla:;ti;1n of 
BiI<bettlTa;.tcr (OTistie's New'Jbrl!., I} Oa:anber20t t} 

Chrktle's New York 
Oecember 20 I I 

.stone:> i:s one of t he bart-known:saga:; of 1he t'l'.entieth 
CF.!ntllry.Similarly. the intimalJ!> bve lii5! of the :narwho marrEd 
eight ti~, twice to tM:same ITIiI.I\ Ri:hard Bunon, G well 

documented . Burtol\and !-er third husoo.rd. Mile Tcdd.g;rle 
her the rtOrt beautiful pioce:5 in ho2rcollection. Herfi~tfQn:e 

in 1950.Ni: lo/ Hihon. heirtothecelebral:ed 10121 chail\gave 
!-er a 4<arat diarrord ri"6 rrount.ed on pBtinum.Seven ;.o;ar.s 
B1er. in 1957. when Mile Tcdd prop~. he: l;oU6ht hera 

I'eCtlngllbs- diamord.~n tlme:5larter.weighing 19.40 carat';. 
Richard Burton :surp<l..'ll'ed thi:s by offering terthe Krupp 
SEM!ral}E!ar:s Ia.ter.adQrrond of )) carat';. 

At the erd of the: 19003, her colla::tion was :such that iI; 

could rival any of the gnaac. "I have been at Chri:stie':s for 
OIer 40 yea.r.s," :sa~ Curiel. "And :since the \ery lim: thi:s 
colla::tion hu fa:sc inated me .When I was a.'51a:l which of doe 

rro:stfamous collectio~ I w:Juld lile to :sell one da;t I alw¥ 
replied :t hat of the Queen of England. but t here G little 
chaoce of that And that of EliI3.beth Ta;tlor:" 

Olrin:ie's metwil;h the 'rio!et-eyed :star in 1998. "At the 

ti me.:s!-e :s imp Iy wa.n1ed an in'leMOry ~ne on her collectiol\ ~ 
continlle:5 Cllriel. 
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'When Mike gave me this tiara, he said, 'You're my queen, and I think you should 

have 0 tiara,' It wasn't fashionable to wear tiaras then, but I wore it anyway, because 
he was my king," Elizabeth Taylor 

Abcwe: A diamond b¥a. &-cm the collection of ~ TayIor 
(Chrisue's NewVori:. 13 Decerrber 2011), 

no", ~ Eizabeth TayIor, ~ her- <i.vnond tiara and girandoIe 
e;wnngs. and husband. Mike Todd. <:W1cng at W ~ Hotel in 
PansonValent...e's ~ 1"1 FebnJ¥y 1958, 
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AI:ovoi! :Elilibe1'l T~Cf' 'IJIi!<lir.z h.,. o;m.,.iild nedw b'jBulfili at a. 
mashed Oil h~rice in 1967. 

Ftt~ P\S't!:AA ern.:r..Jd a.nd dw:nd neddlOe ty BU~. fern 1I".ol! 
cdlecti:n of8iubril Ta.;.b" (Olri~'s NewVct-l~ IJ CeCEttbet' :;OI l} 
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Ri&l1l: E~Ul Tol)'br .... Nnng her I"\.tJy 
pMU"i! byUnJer:in 19S7. 

mln, ~A!"I.bt~e byCM"1.er. 
&t:m the collecWn of ElInbi!th Toi)4or 
(crn~lIe'~ New York. I) Drtemt:e-- 2(11) 

She Igd so mum I went to her rHidence in Los 

Anzelel.We Nd ~ meetil"ll~mnxed fOl" 10 o 'clock in 
the: mon"lll"ll and I had ar-nved [in LA) the: ptt"YIous 

eYerWn" We [Chrisde's) insaJled ourselves in the dinin& 
room.At rqulu Intcrv~ls _ would bt broo&ht a fleW 

vzy I~den with pie<:es. An the boxes ooted the OI"lgins 

of !he gem WIthin: wOO Igd &fven It to her. .....ncrc and 

when it was bou&ht. Sometimes we he~rd a l'IOisc from 
above. I uked if Miss TayIor wu thcre...1 wn told thal 

she ~s and Wt she would be down luer.TOWOlrds 

11.30, she! descended the sairs In a stOlWllI"ll o~ogc: 

kaftan. It wn like a scene OUt of SunSet Boulevard. She 

gt down with us and sayee! fOl'" tilt! rest of the cby. She 

wu pusioo.ue and knew her collection well. She ~sked 
all the"&ht ~tion~ I remcmbtr at one point 1he 

snowed us an eme~ld which had been 'lven to her.ll 
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was not like the others. not. I.II1Y, but not of the same 

lre;t quality. It weiJhed 30 ca~u.. She asked me my 
opinion. I told her llgt It was a bIr: stone whtch was a 
diplomitic wzy 01 tellinl her it was not 01 ,rUI qu~lity. 

She looked u me and gid: 'There rou haw It. the man 

who p-e me this knew ~in" 

E1iubeth TayIor adored ht\' jewellery and yel she never 

IrT"lalined an altcrnati¥e destiny - other than gle - fOl'" her 

coUt:<oon. wtut she Igd not foreeen was the incredible 

succus that the salc would have. The sale of E1iubeth 

Taylor's collt:<tion of jewellery w,u. in bCI. the. hi,nest 

vening ever rccorded 11"1 this field The eilhtr Iou sold In the 

evt'!ning $lIe neeced S II S million dollars. The next dzy. 190 

addrtionallou toalled more than 521 minion dollars in uJes. 

TheJlo~ toul of the sale would be $137 million dolbrs . 
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Above: Tt-"o, Maharani Sita Devi of Baroda wearing her pearl necklace 
made with the top three strands of the seven-strand Baroda neddace. 

Facing p.3ge: The Baroda pearl necklace. made with the best pearls 
from the bHer four strands of the seven-strand Baroda necldace 
(Ovistie 's Nev.tYork, 2S April 2007). 
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La Peregrina 
THE ROYAL SPANISH PEARL 

Messrs Dubourg and Guidou. tile two auctioneers 

rQspon~ible br the fae. toad difficulty lIiding their !tI.tidaction. 
Rooms 8 and 9 of the ParH auction hou~e OIfertlowed.The 

cunous. merct.ants from the WOI'ld 0Ifer. jewellers and even 
tl12 grandest names of the Spanish and French rob~ity were 

therQ to \lee th2 sale of one of the grQatest jewellery 
rolections in the 'h':)rld - th2 SpaniSh Royal ColectiOn - on 
th2 instrucljon of QU92n lsabella 11 . 

In total 308 bts. With the most jeWels of the rollectiOn 
included in the ftrst thrQe days oft~ auctiOn that woo Id BHa 
weelahey included the mo!>t bmutlful pearls in Europe. 

emeralds as big as snuflb:l)(E!s. dilmonds by the hundreds:, 

sappt.irQS and turqlJOi\l2S set in neclda02s, diad2ms, brooches. 

saUlPirs and ~noo.nt earnll:s.T~ QU92 n of Spain had lolt 
her thron3 ten years earlier. eavill: her rountty ID experiment 
With lIt!W!ral rQg;mes. includill: a sOIferQign from the Houllt! of 
~ -all in vain. In 187'1. a Bourbon crown was re. 
established fa"lOuring th2 Prin02 of Astunas.l!abeIB·s lUn. who 
wcame I(ing underthe nameofAifonso XII. However th2 
bmlQrqueen was aslled to rQmain in exile. Her prIVate life 
tnd b92n agitated. to say th2 least: rUlTJOur had It ttnt none of 

her bur ct.ildren had tt.e sarre father.that she was mSity led 
by hergen3rals, par1lcularly /ftlEy were handsome.and that 
h2r spending was excesslve .AlI of this had left a few bitter 

memorieS in Madrid. FurtlErmore. during her years in Pans., 

th2 qr..een had grown accustomE!{! to the libelt)' she enj:::IyQd in 

!Id - Ih'~lWllC! COllIER DE PERLES. 
Comp066.se ~ 

tt rrnul l"Ir un il:r(If tuluu WiUllnl., 

A u-dda:oa. : 

Howl desVentes. Par is 
I July 1878 

Franoa. even man"6ill: to rid h2rself of IEr hu sband. the Idll: 
ronsort Franti sro. with whom she tnd never had a ~Od 
reBtionship. Niclmamed "PaqUIta". the effemihate sovereign 
had fi!tifi!d to Epinay.sur.Sein3 With one of hiS cb\le male 

fri:!nds.The qU92n rontinr..ed IP ~ve a lUCi:!\y" life at her 

ParBian home.appropnalE!ty named the PaBce of ca!>tile. 
The only impediment IP her plmsant lifestye was that 

she retained the habits of a fi!igning sOIfereign. Controlling 

her budget became a nigt.trnare b r her finanCial adviSers, and 
debts began to accumulate. Celtain suppliers went as far as 
taking her IP rourt in the hope ofpqment.An e~me 
decision was made; the fantastic rollectiOn of jewellery. which 
she t.ad tal02n inlP e>lle. must be j\()ld. 

Impfi!s\l2d by tile wealth ofth2 rt:ryal rollectiOn. the 

auctiOneers organillt!d the !ale with preCiSion. Each lIt!S$iOn 
began With a dozen very important bts; folbwed by a 
rollectlon of less important items. Th2 first dq includE!{! the 

sale of Brge di1mond piece~:the IIt!rond. the ule of the most 

impressIVe emeralds. notably a rorsag,e orroment boosting a 
prinCipal stone wei&hing I M carats. At tIE beginning of the 
thin:! day. the mon bmutiful pearls went to all(tlon: a SlJ'ill: 

oftt.irty-lIt!\en large. round pearls and. most Significantly. a 
"splendid and unl:jue pmr.shaped ~arl forming a pendant to 
tile neCI(Bce. weighing 237 grains~ .) Who OOlJ6ht thiS pearl! 

And what has berome of it Since? That is the question.Today. 

tile catabgue has berome a rarity and little trace remains of 

r .... "l,I...,1II11 t"t "nI'IlIl!' p]tJ\LE·pomz. t\lfll1~n' 

left: Det.il oftheau=ticn cat.alo~ of the 
jewellEl)" oolledcn ofQ..e;n lsabella 11 of 
Spain l}.llt IB'7B lolL02in:udesaaop· 
shap:d pm of23:7 i""ain~ wl-id1 is most. 
pro~)' La. Pere,rina. ,..mllnl. do peAnt.. .. . •.• ••• • • !l1 

• 
hei OS p;qe : La. ~na pe»i. fern the 
cd\ecton of BiIabeth li)lor (Orislie's New 
Yorl~ 13: December-LOl l). 
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BLOODY REVOLUTIONS 

Above and faong pa,ge: A ruby and diamond tiara by BoIin.and a ruby and <iamond 

necklace. parts of the parure pres-ented byTsarAlexanderll to his da~er Maria 
AlexandlOvna on the occasion of her ~ 10 Alfred DuloPof EdnNlr?l. 1874 
(Christie'sGeneva. 16 No~ber 1978), 

CHAPTER 8 
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1917 it wa~ ~old to a dEa ler by t he name of Wall for Cl I OO.ln 

fact. he was an in termediary for the Duchess of MarJborough. 

born Gladjs DEacon . Five years Ear~ er. she had rrarried the '1h 

Du ke of Marlborough. wh 0 had recently divorced from his fir~ 

wife. ConsueloVanderbilt.The Marlborough s didn't own any 

famit-' jewels. so Gladys had to buy her own "duchesse 
diadem". By coinddence. Con su elo had sold her own diadem 

at Chri~ie's on 12 Decerrber 19 19; it was a tower of 
diamonds by Boucheron. given to the <; .. do ke's first wjfe by 

her father on the oca.fion of her rra rriage in 1895. 
Unfortumtely. the Duke of Marlborough's second 

marriage was no hap pier than his first and. despit e the 

grande .... of their Blenheim Palace home. the couple had 

difficulty liYing t~her. Gladys even took to pb dng a loaded 
r~ver beside her pbte durilg the evening meal.A di nner 

gues t once asked her what the gtXl could posfibly be for : " 'm 

not sure. perha ps to k j l Marlborough one day." she rep~ed. 

The couple separated in 1933 and Gtadys. a somewhat 

unstable character. retrmted to the country and into her 

cmn. reclusive world. In the Early 1960s she was ronfined in a 
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psychiatri C hospital. where she lived for the lan fifteen years 

ci her life. In 197a some months after her death. Glad)'l's 

imperial diadem was sold at Christie's London. But the story 
ci t he jewel doem't end there. It returned to the public eye 
recently during a preH conference or§l.nised by the 

gcJ'fernment of the Philippines.The event was organised to 
show off jewelery ronfisa.ted from lmelda MarcO!. wife ci 
th., former Phi~ppines dictator. In the rriddle of dOlens ci 
dispby box.,s shone the pearls and diamonds of the RUHian 

imperial ,,"own.The Ph~ippines gC1't'el"nment hu rePEatedly 
stated its intention to sell the jewellery; so it is not impossible 

that the diadem will soon return toth., auction block. 

Above: A diamond bc1w bracelet. fi>::m the f\JssQn State Jewels 
(Chlist.e·s Loodoo. 16 Mruth 1'1).7 and Ou't>te 's Gerew. .17 Ml}' 
lOOS). 

faCiJli page: A muk~~ tiro 00 l t>rwIch brooch. from tI"e Russian 
strtte Jewe~ (01riste's I.s:>rdoo. 16 Mllth 19;0 :;nd Olriste 's 
Gene<ll.15 Novemter2CI(7). 





The sale catalogues from the auctions organised by 

Christie's in Geneva include a number of pieces of jewellery 

that belonged to Queen Victoria Eugenie of Spain, one of the 

great collectors of the twentieth century. A riviere of twenty­

seven diamonds and a spectacular corsage ornament in art­

deco style signed by Cartier were included in the sale of 29 

April 1977.along with two more modest brooches. a plaque 

of the Order of the Bath ' in diamonds and a pendant watch. 

The pieces remained with the descendants of the queen's 

second son, Infante Jaime. Duke of Segovia.Two items with 

the original turquoise and diamond setting, from the queen's 

Above: The diamond tiara ofQue-enVoctoria Eugenia (Ooffitie·s 

Geneva. 14 November 1984). 

Facing page: The art deco diamond devant de corsage brooch of 
QueenVoctoria Eugenie (Ooristj,o,'s Geneva. 29 Apri l 1977). 

second daughter, Infanta Maria Cristina, were placed for 

auction with Christie's in 1984 and 1987. The first was a 

Chaumet diadem, a wedding present to Victoria Eugenie from 

her future husband. the King of Spain.The sovereign wore it 

for the last time in public, with the original turquoise. in 

Rome in 1954, at a ball arranged by her eldest daughter. 

Princess di Civitella-Cesi. on the eighteenth birthday of her 

granddaughter, Sandra Torlonia. The ornament was sold 

without the turquoise. which had been replaced in the centre 

of the fleur-de-lys with large diamonds. The second item was 

a bracelet set with turquoise and diamonds. 

Lastly, two pieces of jewellery set in rubies and diamonds 

from an even more prestigious ensemble that had belonged 

to Victoria Eugenie emerged several years ago at Christie·s. 

Before they belonged to the Queen of Spain, the bracelet 

and brooch were owned by her grandmother, Queen 

Victoria. The full parure dates from 1849 and in her journal 

entry for 30 July of that year,Victoria writes of her delight at 
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Above: A publicity photograph for Billy VVilder'~ Smsel Bou/e.m:J. with 
GIoria Swanson andVVi lliam Holden. 1950. Swanson is \l\leafing her 
rock crystal and diamond bracelet~ by Cartier. 

Facing page: A pair of rock crystal and diamond bracelets by ~ 
1930. formerly the property of GIoria Swanson (Christie·~ Geneva. 17 
Na.ember 1988). 
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GEMS FROM THE EAST 

AbQ¥"q: An eme~1;I wine Cijp.M~gIlal fr>;:m iile p.hanF~riod.1 fJ:)!,-27 (Cllmtie's 
Lordon ,24 Septe'nber2003). 

Facing p~Q:An engnled ~QI M ~hal spinel nockQce (Ctuistie's Geneva, 13 May 
2011). 

CHAPTER 10 
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Above and facing p.age: The emerald cabochon and diamond paru"" 

by Carti~ From tile Personal Collection of Princess 5aIimah Aga Khan 
(ClYistie's Geneva 13 Na.ember 1995), 
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The Soong ,inel"$ ~U pt.Jyoed key roles in the story or 

twentieth ctntury Chinl. The eldest,Ai. ~n" who bepn the 
Jewellery (oIection. w;n bom In 1888, whefl [he Chinese 
Empire wu under the ~rN.nce of Emp~ss Dowar:r coo. 
Ai"irc INtOed Kung Hsia",.hu. the rithen ITW\ in ChiN in 

the urly tw'er1oeth teflwry. Soona Chinc-lios,live years 
youn,er dlanAi..ing. ITQITied Suft Y.u-Se!\, the first Chinese 

President. often reprded u the bther of modem (him,in 
1915. More r.IIdk;a1 thIn her !.Iuers, she became ... rJe1'(1! 

CommuniSt milia.nt,l.nd was nude honorary P~dent ol the 
Chinese Republk a few months before her death In 1C)91.The 
third siner. Mei-lin,. Wolli to be the mon blTlOlU r:J the three. 
Twent)'-fl1ne In 1927. she lnalTled the mo.litary StfOI'\&I'I'h1I" of 
Chil"Ol. Genenl C hilog Kai-shek. They had known uch other 
(0( seven rears but Heo-lln&'s f;amity tgd opposed their 00100. 
Oriy when the genenl. a Buddhist. promised to corrvet"t to 

Christianity did his future partnu-ln-Qw &Ne their consent, 

The rNorri~ p...e risc to a MlIoist pl'O¥erb about the Soon!! 
slsten: "One loved money (Ai-'In&l.one toYed power (M~. 
'ir1sJ, one loved her country (Chinc-lingJ," 

Evld~tly,AI·l!ng's m;ama,&e to 11 m,lIlon<lIlre by It the root 
of the Soong sisters' bbulous Iewellery collection. Not only 

was AI.!!", a very rich woman. she was also always a woman 
of style. Bom in ChiN., to a family dut corMrted to 

Christlanlty, she was educated pardy in the Uni ted States. At 

the cronroads of two cultures, she w;u a hannonious blend 

of East aodWest. 
One of the most extraordirury thinp abolJt this 

collection was iu ;oumey between the sinen.When AJ.. 
ling died in New York in 1975.Ching..Jinl, who had become 

an iconic r"ure of Maoism. inherited the collection. Upon 
her death. six years luer, the jewels _"t to Me'·lin&- who 

had become a strOng symbol of resistance against 

CtuitlNn Mao and his docuine. ~rly in 1950. Mao Tse­

Nng completed his conquest of the Chinese territories and 

his rule. wtlich would lut more duon thirty.five years. began 

In earnest. Chbn, Kal·shek had no choice but to retreat (0 

the small isbnd of Taiwan. where he procbimed a new 
Chinese republic . MIMing was by hb side, Untll her 

husband died in 1975. W pb~ the role of first lady of 

Ta~n WIth bnliJanc::e.Widowed. she moved (0 NewYOfk, 

and remained there unul her death forty yean later. 

Above: A ~ plaque m dumond fTC. Property 01 the f.IITI11y 0( 

K't.re HiIo1llIl'~ (C,,",,!Ie's Horc Kon, 2Plt 2015l 

left: SoQng ~rc c:n ht!r ~ to ~e K.iI..o;hek,. ~l I 
December 1927. 



The earninas from the ule 01 the Soon& sisters' 

colltction were Spe1:ttcuiar. The conservatIVe pre-ule 
estim;m~ 01 ~ US$2 Jnd USS] million wu dW'llried by 

the JCMI u les tOttt of more d1ao USSI" million. Three lots, 
fCMJght Ovel'" by 250 colfecton.some: in the. n leroom ;and 

Abo¥« A p.or of ~1I.e ~ nngs. Ptoptt-ty of !hi: fMllI)- olK'ung 
H'llfIg~ (QW'I'(IIe', Here Kong, 2 ts>e: 2015) 

some on ttle telephone. made twenty times their estimated 

value.The rirst wu a diamond r1nl. set with an OCtt&OI'IaJ­
sNiped jadeite. Valued Jt US$ 100,000, it /io:aQy sold for 
USS2,J)1,ooo. The second. J pair 01 uddle nnas In Jaddte. 

went for USSI .127 ,ooo,and the third. q;JIl-l a ring.. this time 
set with a conavt: jadeite plaque of perfect quality, was 

estifNted u USS70,0Q0 but 'Old for USSI ,7 IS,ooo.The nfe 

was one of the mon sU(ceuli.Jl ever orpnised by Chmtie'$ 

Hon. Kong. 
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The Esterhazy Diamonds 

CATALOG UE 

THE CELEBRATED 

ESTERHAZY JEWELS, 
.. -

(By,6rflI:r (1/ Mr. 1Joou, t(J/Io Aa, rtfX1JJl!l ~ tMm jNJm tM 

~ oJ lA. lllllJ PIUXCI P.4ut. :Emuuuzv) 

mm li t !olb by illuctlon, be: 

MESSRS. eRR! TIE, lIfAl~SON & WOODS. 

S. KINO 6'l'llBET, ST . .lAllES'S SQU~ 

ON FR I DAY, MARCH 29, 186 7, 

tU' 

N.B.-'l'hI J __ -1 be 'rie1l'tld 011 :Hoadal'. Mareh 26~ r.od 'DarecI 
!oIlowiug n.,., in u. Boo= of the 13ocie41 or FlItOllo ArliItJ., 0, 00xDttl1' Sraur, 
fnlnI 10 \0 6 o'cloek, Ad ... i"'" ODe ShiIliD.; : and Ce.Wos- bel, price 0.. 
Sbilliag. .,Id ru~ Ot.Wog-. priM FiN Shilllop. at 11--. Oiw:tn., 
IL\nox aad Wooui omc.-.. S. Xi", arM, Si. JII"'~, S.W; 

Christie's London 
19 March 1867 

l eft Ind ater1e;,f. Ttw: CiIII~e 
d1he~led ESlerlI.izy 
~ (OnnIft~ London. 2!1 
M¥th 1867). 
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The Idol's Eye 
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Christie's London 
14July 1865 



The Agra 
Christie's London, 22 February 1905 

Christie's London, 20 June 1990 

Abov<!: The Agra pink diamond is one arthe oldest pre:ious stones in m.-, world. It C~ from India and ~end 
has it tIlat it belonged to the rajahs of GwaJia.. and came IQ the great moguls of Delhi after Emperor Babur 
defeat~ the ~ of the Rajah ofGwalior in 1526. No one i<nc:Jw's exactly how it arrived in Euupe. but in I B44 
the Agra was acquired by the Duke of Brunswick. one arthe &no.atest collectors of precious 5'(one<; in the 
nineteenth century. Its weigtlt ~ was 41 carats but at one point the stone was recut dawn to 31 (old) carats (or 
32.24 carats as ~ the modem sundarm). In 1909 the Agra was presented in Paris in the auction ofSaJomon 
Habib. During the 5econdWorIdWar. it was kept in an iron box buried in a game", It was finally s.old again at 
Chnst;,o,'s Geneva in 1990. Since then. it appear; to have beffi re<:ut once more, 10 28.15 carats. to improve its 

cobJr and clarity. 

Facing page: This 70.21 carat light blue Indian d",mond made its fir>! recorded appearance at Chrirtie's in 186S.A! 
the time it was rumored the t:..Jyer was the future sultan ofTuri<.ey,AbdLl Hamid n,w", have 00 proof arthis. apart 

from the fact that the sultan indeed owned a very important collect.Ooo of diamonds and that the "~·s Eye" does 
not appo"ar in the auctioo of his jewellery collection wl'fch took piac'" ", Pa~", 191 I, What we know is that m,., 
Idofs ¥ resurfac~ more than forty:.-ears aftef" its sal", at Olriru,.,'s. in 19Cfi in Paris. with th", other diamonds 
(amongst them w "~ .. blue; diamond and w "Agra" pink diamond) bclonging to a very rnystffious coll~tor ; 

Salornon Habib. Habib was living in Paris and it ~ms he was trading in pre.::icxJs st~ for wealthy coll"'<:tors. Tf'-"., 

Idol's E)"" tM1 aJ'l'ivM in Arnffica in 1946. ~ HarryW,nston sold it to Mrs Bonfifs. It is said that this very rich, 
but rath,.". ~c,.".,tric,lady lJsed to w",ar her diamond "'very rooming at ~akfastAft,.". her death in 1962 w Idol's 

E)"" was sold again, this tim", to Harry Le.inson, a Olicago j~1ef' who g""'" it to his wife. From thI'fe it went to 
th'" famous i"'weI""r Laurenc", Graff. who sold it to a privat'" COIMor. 
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The Red Cross Diamond 
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Christie's London, 10 April 1918 
Christie's Geneva, 21 Novembe r 1973 



The Polar Star 
Christie 's Geneva. 20 Novembe r' 1980 

Abo_ lM -40 am In<iin d,¥nOI'Id irst ~'ed In Eurwe It the beglnnll''1 of the I'IInIeteenth century in the 
coIectJOfl of N.poIeon's okIet brother:Joseph 8ot\lpvte, ~ of Nolp/oe$ MId King ofSp.ln It thef,-.,t to Ruls!ol. 
when I{ WIl boup,1 by PrYIce NiIdaiY(M~, It IS ooe dUle ~t~ th.t Pmce NA<oI~s roll"lthon, Pnncc 
FeijMYous~.toOkwllh him ~ he fted Rus~,}fterthe eol~lcf't'\d.JIiOn of 1917 He IOIdrt ~ 
Carter to udr Deterdr>g.ar> Enlj,4im worron of R.tm.M'I orwn.1t frniItr ume to Chnrtle's., 1980 when Udy 
Deterdong's jev.ds ~ sold. wctJOn. 

F.lOn& p.ge; tn 1'1 a this 2J1i07 cml fmcy)'!.'lbw' d,oImOOd _ ~n:ed for wlI: at Cmlle's by tile 0Iam00d 
S)nd,(,l;le in lid ofltlt! BntIIh Red CIOU Society ~ the Orde.-oIS1 fOhn.lt rod been di5(oomed on SouIhAfricl in 
1901.Thr, Red Cross IUCbons ~ man! INn £50,000: the Red emu ciimand ibne IOId for lIO-lXXl. It CifTle 

badt to ~ mTokyo" '97) ~Il f~ded tosel).and~ ... ~ nChnstJe's,1"I N~mber 1971 
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Christie's London 
16April1946 



Appendix 
PRESTIGIOUS PROVENANCES 

It would ab toO long to !lame each ,lfld every former owner 
of the J~ls pr"eS~nwl for 3UCtiOO il t Chrl~'s during Its 

relTU.rbble 2S()..ye:il r hiswry. lnste"d ... selection o f some of 

the mon p~tigioU$ I1.lmes in the Chrinie's auction 

catalques - drawn from a roll 0.11 01 so ma~ more - are 

presented below. 

1167 
~. Que .... 01' Scou 

1111 
A~Q. Prlno;al ofWlMl 

1184 
Chrinophff' Pin<hboKk 

1791 
MademoIselle b 0-11' .... [~Ic) d'Eon 

I79S 
~. La Comteue Ooborry 
Dud>tsl of s.dforcl 

1108 
ufNn Shah. KinJ of Af&Nn/lun 

1812 
ComtHl1! de b. Moul! 

I82S 
[);lnltl E1Luon 

1111 
Dutc. of York 

'819 
Prince I"oniatowski 

1140 
Prince Louis ~ Bonaparte 
Empn!u ~phine 

F,cnc ~.:An crncr;r,1d and ci;!mond tl¥a. 
(.1900. Formerly the property ofViSCO\.t1\es1 
~ (Chl1rtle's London. IS jU1e 2005). 

184 1 
L\Iden Bo~. and i"bdlrnt M.r:u 

1142 
K~Georr Ilt 

1141 
Ou,",- ofSuuO)( 

184' 
Th Right HO/\. John Nt"IiII. ) '" Euf 
ofAMrpwnny 

1860 
Emper'Ol'~ 

1861 
CounU$l 01' ~htM.nlham 

1867 
Prklce Paul En.muy 

"69 
Lady Oovflon 

' 871 
udy OIiYb BorJoyrw 

1871 
Empreu EuaWe 
M2I"IIulI cf H.ull~ 

1875 
G_ ... l '" Duk, 01 J-brtborough 

.876 
llIdykloYn 

187' 
udy Louth 

1819 
The Hon. ~ Menzil 
)ot1n 11. KIrlI 01' Poftupl 
The Right H on. EM1 of L~ 

1880 
QuHn IuMIb of ~n 

'"l Lady Elhn 
Dub of Brumwick 

1116 
The Rllht Hon. VIScount RPvIipn 
Hellf')' PhWp Hope 
Phitippe EpUti. 01A<;, of on .... , 
.... of """" QUHn Muie·Am.!11e 
M.vqulsof~ 

KItlCVktOl' EmanutI 

1888 
Tt.. Coollt,n of CtwI.mo<lt 

1190 
l lKlwil U. KlIlI of ~ 

1891 
QuHn Muie-An~tte 
The Hon. Mn. Edwu-d Coke 
The Most Hon. MMqull of er 

1894 
Tht E&\inton bmily 
emp.-tn Ma .... -l0uis4 
Sir Jamru H.nry Ung;ham 
Eart of Enex 
MaNnjah of Sir1&h 
Sir Hush Hutne Campbel 

1895 
Mine Trebelll8enlnl 

1896 
~ R.lndhlr Slnch of IUpurwla 
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1897 
Mlu Blen FMTen 
lady Ann Ashburton 
WiPbm On,o Moo~."" Duke­
of Mancheu(!r 

1898 
Wyc.n,.h 
Mr. and Mn . Ch;,rIes .. KGn 

1899 
H"'~ $;lviii, hlKlt. l.lody M¥tin 
loulH. Princess of Su .. Coburt. PnKeu of 
Belgium 
Julep SI"", 
PrinceVktor Ouleep Slnch 
~ RanjIf. Slnch of Uhon! 
Mn. M.uy G.....yn.OII'ter GoIckmlth'l 
jesl:llMy 8rkM~ 

1900 
The Hon. Mrl.Akkfworth 

1902 
Coo.on tltn 01 MuborO\Ch 
lady M.thit$on 
lady Cunlifl', 8roob 
VISCOunt Hi. bmiIy 
CORJutio, Ouc ... n 01 ~tI("'m .. 
EMl 01 Oudle)' 
KIIII at Suooy 

190) 
l..ady Henry Gon$gn· l lOVlOX 

1904 
SI .. )ohtI COtIfO)' &rt 
Mn . UlIIt Uonpy (Mn. Dt &d!t) 
Qulttn o...p at Sltrbia 
Coo.>tIH'I 01 Rosslyn 
Tht Moll Hon. ~rqUtiS 
of AnJlfiV)' 

1905 
Rwben O. S3;ssoon 

1906 
M:Y'~, Dudletl of Sumtrland 
The Hon. MrL Hew1a 
lady C. Monqomery 

1910 
&ron SchrOd ... 

1911 
lIIy. Oue"'n cl MNiborouztl 

1911 
Colonel Sir fnndl Sldoey Gnohun-Moon. 
) .. Blirootlt 

Udr Carollf'\t L.ItIdIq 

1913 
ComteSle of Pb tel" 
KII'II Thibaw of Burma 
Henrleue. OLKhen of Newcude 

1914 
Co...tteue 01 ClI'IW"\IOI'I 
Mn . Clgrles INardMImor 
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1915 
lonI Hundflilleld 

1916 
Sir Mhur Bl&noId 
Queen ~ry 

VlC1oria.Princ:lt.Jslouil of Blitt ... botr, 
Ouke 01 MNiborou&t1 
Ouchfil of "'~ 

1917 
lucy. Countltu 01 E&rnom 
Tipu Sahib 
Mhur.Vi1COUrlt PMI 
IUtherlne. Ou<hess ofWenmlnuer 
PrincMJ loWe. Ducheu of ""011 
Ouchell of RoxburJhe 
Sir Hu&fl l.lone 
Lord Fr.ItI(ls Pellgm.cllrlt_ Hop<t. r Ouke 
of Newcude 
UroIIne "nne.~ 01 Ely 

191 ' 
~deFalbt 
Countltn at O.vtmo...th 
CounltU at B~ord 
Counteu F.odono GItlchtn 
WyC ..... 
W;,1burp. l.lody !'Jail 

1919 
The Rt. Hon. ThIxNos de Grey, &ran 
W:r.1s1."twn 
&ron RoW Ce6enulom 
VI1CounlMJ Knuuford 
brl ot Ashburnlwn 

1920 
Lad~ Pohlmort 
Min E1lltn Twry 
b rl ot WIwlIcIifl'It 

1924 
~rqullt dt UQIttte 

19]5 
Sir Frands Cook 
Mn Henry OppItnheIm 
Ouke of lelcen ... 

1926 
The Most Hon,~, otw",ttrlord 
Aor.nc:. , l.lody Wrv~ 
Don Pedro.~ of Bruil 
Sull<lll of l'1oro«o. MulV)' ~d 
Pop' Plus X 

1927 
The RUII!..,.. Sute ,.......Is 
The RCht Hon.Lady Sxh;11e 

192' 
The Rl&ht Hon. Comtell of S1)"lIdbroke 

19]9 
OuChfil of l.!tds 
B:woNu Klnlon 
Chrini,y N ifnon. Counttu de CalOl Minond. 

19)1 
The Roylll H()U!;e dWluekb.llch 

1931 
Duche$l Nau.he of Cl'dtnbura 

19]) 
Viscounttn Gui~......,... 
Con. Coonten d Stnfronl 
COIA'IteS1 Bubnl 
Dub d MontrO~e 

Lad~ Moult St.ephtn 
Gnond Ouc::hesIANosQIQ Nikolw.m 
of Runls 
Ouchtsl " lCU' te·An'\el1e of Leudltenbet'f: 
Hor_ de Be~uh_11 

19)4 
Lad~ &or'", 

Ins 
Ouke d Bedford 
Solomon &orltllto Jotl 

19)6 
&ol'Ol'l4i1 Y;VIl-btft.n I-btch 
Lad~ lawrtnce of Kircspte 
Duchfisd~t 

Lady kent COOK"t¥1! 

19]7 
El4w de Be~uNnWS. I"' DIAo:e of 
leuchtWber, 
Queen Alenndt:a 
loukI, Counten of ~ch 
Min Ulbn HslI.[R.1I 
The It""t Hon. Lucy. Coo.onteU 01 £.&mont 
Mn.. ~btIIe Swift d, WlCh'eld 
Lad~ Cbyton 
Lad~ AliCt E. d. Go 

19)' 
Mme NkhoW n.be~ 
Lady E~ubtth La1ctllu 
COIA'IttSS Idl ~ d'"",,,~ 

Q ueen loulse of Pruuia 

1919 
lob Montez 
LouheAntolnette MNIt. Countess of 
MontllllMO 
The Rt. Hon.lord Str:lchle 

1940 
Lad~ Alenndtr ~Im$r 
Lad~ Jullet Oull' 
Mme ~,lwot P;n~ 
Anthony de ROlh1Child 
O~ I"brI.Ttrnpen 

190 
~rchOoneI.1 of OoWlUNre 

1944 
Lad~ Auzusu Fladlltnce 

1945 
Lad~ umpbell of &raldine 
Lad~ Cunliff • .ow ... 
~cb. .... 1vwtJ. PJvIO'Q 



1946 
l'rioI;t:ss Mwd, Coum.s~ of Soulh",k 
0utnlJ» of At. 
ComWK_, Oucn.u ofW.uminstM 
..." .... Iow 
The Rt. Hon. l onl HoId_n 

' 941 
Ouche'l1 of Monln»e 
~rquelol d_ M!s.a 
The Rt. Ho/\. E2.rI of lonIdde 

1948 
The Rt. Hon.VlKounteu H.vnblfd~ 

1949 
l~~a. ~$ ofW"tmin~ltr 
IUlhlun, I)u.cM" d N~uJe 

1950 
The Rt. Hon.lMy Strk.~ 
MI"l. Herlo, MOIidand 

1951 
~~hIoness of 8rbtol 

1951 
l..ad)o de mu ('JeICl. TllIey) 
Henrletta. Duet..u of Pordand 
The Rt. Hon. V\l(Ounlell lee of F:&reN.rn 
The Rt. Hon. l ord G....,1oy 

1954 
TM Most Hon. M¥o:hional Curton of 
IC41:II"tOn 
M~rthioMn ConynatYrn 
Ouchi'll 01 a.~uIort 
Wllliirn Philoip ...... E.u1 d Sthon 
~Ildhojl ~~dur 01 Bur~ 
Prlnc. Huss"n ~ju 
The I'1c»t Hon. f'1MdIIoneu of CuistIrocJb 

I95S 
Prlnce'lleYOlod of RuulI 
T"" ,""lano CoIectlon 

1956 
udr Cowl.,. 

1958 
Duke of Rutbnd 

1959 
Dub 01 Gloucultt 
Prlncen Mane louIle 
8.lron De 5U!fTlpel 
PrlrKeu Bibelco 
EmlIIe.. Prlncelle de Chlnu)' 

1960 
Queen lubetta 11 of Sp.\ln 
The Hon.MeIe.CounleU ofC24opn 
M~ry. the Ptlnc:en R~ 

The Rt. Hon. brl of Har.-wood 
The R t. Hon. Counltn of Ron. 
The £,.rton brnl'" 
GrInd Dukt Mlchloel of kussQ. 
Mijor CKN M. Wrh 

196 1 
EmpnuM1N F~ 

Prince Dlmio1 01 RussJ;r, 
The Rt. Hon. Countesl 01 Muns ter 
P1!.i1ne 8oratw,e 
Du~ of NQtfolk 

1962 
PI1nce AJlI(~ 
Ud)' CounJand 
Cou~ ROW'Io ZOI.Ibof'I 
Countau ~ MuIa a.ntlYO£~o 

1963 
l orclAltor of H ........ 
Princ.'I1 NH~I~h Abdel-Moneom 
The RI"" of s..~ 
TheTrenW'}' dthe Commonwmllh d"usl:r~ha 

,4.boIte: A I.Ite ninelttfIth <enlury tm«'..ad.and 
cbmond ~1"In. by CIrtler:Fonnerty the 
property of Pnnces! ~o (~Ioe't 
~lJAprlI91O~ 
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1965 
Prince C_untln Hohfnlohe-latllfnbutJ 

1967 
Princess Bfonor of Rom.ll'1b 
Countess AuwlIIbm 
Tlwo Rt.Hoo\.Vb.tO\>llI ~den 

1969 
Nim Or., 
OI-n ~rie)oM of IQIy 
Chartone. Empnss of M,xico 
Mlrl, ~~1nI 

1910 
OUMf'l GenJdlne of AIb""b 
MI"$. Apthon hilt,..' 
&ronneVon KDriH 

1911 
S'" &rI of C,ledon 
MI'1heria. u.dr Howwd de W~n 
Countou Lulp GtKclMd,n/ of FIonnu 
The II.>rbtfInI ~11y 
MI~I Sitro 0...; of &lrvcb 
Com~uo of6on~ 

Anna Thomion Dod,., 
Count Thun-Ho/lonnoln 

Ah<Mt: One ofh! SlIC ccp~ d 'IhI! ~ 
lDoWs Knot peM1 and 0Mn0nd IlM'iI 

(CMsbc'i ec.-cv .. 1-1 ~n'Ibcr 1985~ 
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Princess M.vi,-Valtrl, 
Count Ondch 
LIInII! de Pou(y 
~hanl1h DIr3p of DMtItwlp 
Counws zu Wakled: und Pirmont 

1972 
CounllSl John Elt'rha!r 
J. Plupont Nor",n 
M MqUlt de pucQLIrl 

..... 0 .. 
Prlnc:,u Ibrahlm 

1973 
$aud AI S.ud of s-!i Arabb 
brl ofRon~ 
MM'ChIontss ofTwudcble 
Leopold de RolhWlild 
MMqueuof~ 

1974 
Hester'Suwon 
udr Patrkb Ranuay 
UdyV2I\lkurt 

1915 
Princ,n AIko, Ducheu of GIo\I(O$tlr 
Sir lan I"bcdoNkl of Sleal 
lMIy ~rro 
Prlntess ~tharina ~ ~Qon 

1916 
OUHf1 Victoria E"Ienie of ~n 
The Ea:rPthn Ror~ FlmIIy 

1977 
UdyLKollflekl 
Prlnteu 5.lddrudln Aft Khan 

197' 
}IwI ClTNford 
Udy Mil'Wlcb Ernmel 
MWnP of RaJplpb 
CQLlfl(tu I" De Jodko Potocld 
E .... lr:a da HId.l1CO 
I:>IIcIlfts of P~melb 
Ellonon DU$I 
&Iron Von Enefl 

1979 

"" ... """" M¥>e ~1"'()'4 d~ut/l(., of AIIJQndll' 11. 
nwried to Alfred. Dub of Edinbwttl 
Qw.l Ana !'brill Victori;;! of PortuP 
fet'dlrw"Cl ly'Grand 0\Ik.t ofTUKany 

1980 
Mer le Oberon 
MU)' Pkkford ROC"" 
Lad)' MMcb Cunllfre.o-tI 
Kln,~ ofYuCOstMI 
Prlnc:eu AmIN Touuoun 

1981 
fos6p/l1ne. CountO$s of Wton 
Viscount'" W.vd of Wldo)o 
&lronII!l.J 8eIIio 
Muii~limn 
GrWtIb Ponino .. OrUr·Urw.n .. 
TheClwnpollionbnWy 
RosilOl Winston 
DoIorII!I Costello 8.vTyrnon 

1981 
CQLlfKeU of Dundee 
~ Marl~ Crtstlna of st»ln 
~~therPo:u 



E~s Vlc:l.Orb ...... CU'u 
Cmll'Ql 'un Verdiw 
~ltI<Il A.n1Ofl.tn 
&ron,n E ..... 0. RomKhiId 
Princess KNt of H., •• tH4rm,~t 
Hu"Chioness of Slito 
Oudwll of An.aoolem. 

1911 
Princ, ~ "on Funtenbq 
Princas MNb H iIUIM.KU Nuturel 
Archduke l eopokl 
Prtnc:as Plullne twuemldl 

t.dy """" StuhJahan 
HJ.~of~dWa 

1914 
Huq~ 0. Mul'O$ 
N,llOn"'. Rockef,Uer 
Mw FeIi)l. 

flotence J. Could 
Prlr>e,n AIe:oncI", Troubeukoy 
Lady ~ Abtl Smldl 

1985 
ComtlllSS' MIch,! 0. VJutibill\lt 
NjnZJlZn~ 

Princess tuthilw PIlq 
GrMId-OuclMss Helen 
Prince Slmn CIetwe~1d 
& ronas HMzIt SI&rZ'f 8oeuen)"fY 

1986 
Lady Cell:!. M,I .... s..cO'.lla 
N ON Counws BblNrtic 
MN..Nub~r GullMnkl;lrl 

1987 
CounteSs Uliarv T.ruui 
COI.A"IteSl F. R. Rothennel EH.r~UIC 
Incrid BtI'pNll 

The Hon.""'" R~ Fell<Jw-.s 
The Dudless de S ..... I!;ulQ 
L_w Co.","," Landtof'Ofl$ld 
PrInc'ss ZtnIl6t 'rOUllOl.lpoY 
KJn8 LeI\;I of A!bilI"g 
Tn. ~ of Cooch 80ehM 
Kin, Fuv ..... of Eaypt 

1988 
GIorb VJnderb~t 
Lord DonenRe 
josttlt Oay 
Sir Sula.n Mohamtii Sh~A81 KIwo III 
Ud)r Meldleu 
Marchioness of C~_ 

Abova:: A cbnond tl.ln. FOflI'IMy !he property 

ofPiulroc:~(~-s~ '" 
N~!98S) 
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Dub fAAthon 
0_ MatJot fOfIlf)'fI 
A1ruu MIchMl of Ken!: 
~I~&bndlary 
~ Ctora of o.nnw4t 

1919 
He .. ", kuOlml4il'l 
Counlftl Com~ Cre1p1 
8;lIvnen BelIio 
OubfAOi_ 
NorrNn hrtdn5Ot'l 
The Han. Bridpt Auor 
The Han. Sir )oM &nr1& 
VbCOunltU Hat-cOlWt 

1990 
Mlrchlonfll of Chohnondtlty 
VIolet Opptt\helm .... 
&tone .. ~pIoek 
Pnrq.1 ~ TOUUO,.h of Eopt 

""""" """"'" Lau""" BaQII 

199 1 

""",,ell Aue",pera 
Pnr.cess MMIn&. OudIns of Kern 
Anna H.TimaI'I Rutherlord VMlde<tlilt 
Prir.c.. [nv,d Z. MdiYMII 
CountMS Inna ToIswy --I9n 
Commandllr Hardd ClII'Ipbet 
AiMess of Poonch. R¥"oI SO"", CIwId 
ladyll~h 
AiMe" Irtn. of Gre«e imd OemNorit 
The 11.1. Hon.~ mnds St.Vincem. 
~ . .. Lord Ashburwro 

"""-
l>dy """"" NawMI BlsmiIah IC.NI\ of Rodhvlpur 
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QuetII ~u. fA Italy 
Fn.da Hetrtptl 
Baronesl G. de RodIschild 
Sifo~Nol.lh 

Udy J_I MlpIlI-AJIoooh 

199] 
Lad)' Pauiw ~ 
Prince NichoQs 01 RonullU 
Audr.y Hepbum 
An:hitub JoKpI\ 
Princeu MMprtt 8onc~ 

199~ 

UoneI Nnlwl RodIKHId 
B30rbn~ 

B30ran He&« De LoewenIeld 
HanoI Nadtllotr ... 
M;vy.VIICounlflf Roc.Mrmere 
L<W'd 0ur0Iea1tl 
M",.P.a1p/'l Puia .. 
AlkeTully 
Don Giooo-.l TorIorob 

1995 
M¥qulte ,IowphIna de Amodlo and Mop 
Prlnceu Nlcolu 0. HohwIzolI«"ll 
DuchftseT~ ~ 

Duc de 1.1. Rochtfouault 
RudoIfN~ 
o.-...C_ 
Prlnceu S.1lm~ ~ Khan 
L<W'd Soudlborouch 

1996 
join fontaine 
811'01'*1 \Ion kdlt 
C31V11rw R.)'lIII FouIkIo 
M.rilo F.IK 
GoM_ 
Luc .. On_ 
Quun A":ondriM of DwmMk 
SriNIIu bt ChoolldhlA"i 

Lyn Rt'<'Wft 
The FlINty ofYU:l/I ShI ~ 
Robe" HOOI III 
Vono Hu .. W111Il11n1 

'''' Cliiudftte CoIbert 
COI.If'M$I 0. ~ 
MldIme du BreuII de s.a.n~ 
Princen NiN. I'1divIni 
MoIly O_IJOIl 
V1ttount Cowdny 

1998 
Mu'Ito~. COUf'Itftl de PoII&I'IK 

-,,~ 
Cd 8. DeMiIIe 
SamueIIMel III 
Ambutador LOIIh G. er.yfUI 
PI1ncess MoorylItJ SoMibyo 
MartJ .. ~a 
8arvn Schrod.r 
l>dy .... N 

fKqueIine t<.nnedy Orwsil 
Countas Bil.ll Knslmb. ..... ~ 
COUnt lMockorOnlkl 
John 0. Rocktfell.,. 
Grand Duchess I"brta A.itJUndl'OYN of Runl.l 
JacqueIiM OeNbK 
Jenlt Woolworth [)OfQhue 

Saron and Ibrontll Fnonz Jmtf Z-a.enbul'l 
The HOft..Jatques E. Tu ...... 
The,...l Po Lau 

'"' ""'-Conden Cedll.I 8¥b;a JiIon·Cw1'Y1IO 
MJ._~oI~-tA'Q 

Mupntde~ 

B30rontllO he ¥On An" 
Louis 8. f"b>'er 
Vktorb. Prlnc.lpaI 

CIrJ'Gnnt 

""-""""'-Mr ... 1.H KItJ !Un SIrI 
&or_"T~ 

'000 
lIIy[h_ 
16'" &..1 of O~" KT 
Tamano cle Lempklu. 
Pnroce .. lutJ~ ~tow 
c;..,;,.. 001 
CaroIine ~e.M\A";lt.Qoe", ",..,., ....... ,."".. 
PI1nc, PoUp.c 
OomWitlmtMn 
..... ~GOddOnI 
yobndt de 1Iourbon.f'arme 

Left: A ~ ~ .and dumond butte1Iy 
brood-. by JAR.. from the &tate 04 jec:que:I'fIe 
0eIubK (Chn<;~·\~ ... 18~ 
1998). 



UuIoue Ufrent 
J.P\ef'pont MotJ ... 
Due de BbelS 
Print" K.tNl El DiM HuUtin 
Sit Thonus C~t""'n 
Ad.", BIoch ~uor 
&ron.u &w...vJ de ROlhKhlld 

1001 
Vlr&lrA urroll Cr.tWfonl 
MohMl'llnad Rlu Shooh hIlbvi Aryamihl­
Gtorp ~milton 
Ruth H.lIt 
Muquess of Aberpvem)' 
lacty Oiuu Coope!'" 
KI,.. Lud...,.11 of B.mri.a 
~1~ffI!tSmlth 
John Roc:kefellef- Jr. 
Oonlold ;and Henrletta Klock 
Mrs. Arthur W. Si"lhaIfI 
Jldt.It CoIIim 
Mr"!.. J.C. F\!nney 
Ptnny ,",,"IQ~ 
PrinI;." MMi40 BompNtI 
KI"I"'-Jander I ofYucos~ 
Lu:z Mib huno.. Count." du 8oi'f"OV\I~ 
Mr. lr .. ,", Bertin n Mn. EI~n ~Igy !leFt'" 
6Mu;h Sunltll, 
Gnnd Duchn AnlStlIlIQ of MKldenblrfo 
Sd!wenn 
1rflIf.l.ady "'tot of Hevtf" 
Ardlducheu t-btie·LouIse 
MJ.rll.fel", 8o~ 
fdwlf\a. Countess MounlbltteR of Burma 
MaN Soph!I. Queen of the KIfladom of ,_ 
Slcilles 
Ed,th, COYlten of \.rlton 
&ton and ~ron.u di ~ 

1001 
Helen Lurie 
COW>ten JONnna d. Willinidt 
Alke CiwymeV~lh 
B.arbr.a WooI'wonh Huaon 
T ut" Nkhobl 11 
Mll"Iarap BhuplnoW Sil'llh 01 hdala 
KlncWiIlWr"lIV 
BMonesl ~e YOfI u~ 
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of ro'den or IIIvw ~Wn& to IlIJpend it from 
the nKkbc •. Thtmore,p.n of the 1J1'Vo11n 
~t ",..nelo".d In tht atJlocue - , few 
,mn1 " mOll - w,n 6toiY.d fRom the 

",..QIic "'tine chIot ~ """" bnn 
Imponlolt 10 ~. In 1 579.when the 
pelIrI Nl'1¥ed In 59a1n.1t I00I' hIIIe been 
~ u lJl pns. -noul the 14!lIif1& 
mu mill! hIIIe been added bt ... when It_, 
bot.cht by cM klna to form a pencbnL 
MPeIllIn(' a pur11s I "ry (ommon pn<dc • • 
It (onllnl of r~ layen of molhet' of 
pearl which tht pbllrC of tme h.a.-lt.eAd 
and turned I ~ (dour, In 0I'6er to 

rtt~ \:he 0fi&InaI whitt, ~ colour 01 
the peart.Of COWM, In the process. the pewi 
,1wJyJ lows _ of iu weW-t. TlIk " the 
fQ1Oft, M>nc with the driIq: 1Nl happened 
lit the be&innIoI of ~th century. why ~ 
~Irv IOId a' the Eliubtth TayIor aucOon 
with, ~I of only 10) pm.. 

Chapt~r 8 

I . Princ." PMy. ~ df 1I.uuit. editlonl 
PIon. Pvll. 1911. 
1. The Mon HonourabM Ordet" elm. ~th " 
, III1t1dI dWalrlc ordfJr. The NmI! rKMIs the 
pwlflatlon ~thlnc) eItmenr: ela ceremony 
lIIed to InItJal. knI&hu In the I!MIdIev.W era. 
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Sp.toln 148: 24'. 250.251 
Miria-Criuirv.. Princ:ess of ~n 259 
M:lm luIQ, Queen of ~n 2ll. 249 
M.uu Theresa. Princess of ~In 1 n 
f"brie.Quwn of Pnnsb SS 
Mine. QuMn of ROIIWlb 6: 6 
Mlrie AmeIie. Queen of F~e 142.1~.164. 

H' 
MlrieAnlD-lnel1J!. Queen of Fl'UKe 47: 11, 

19. 20.40-4'. 121. 125. 12'. 155. 156. 158. 
164. 118 

Mlrie Antolnel11 blue <iamond 44 
i"brie Ancolnene di.lmonc:l neddKe 12; Il 
MIr1e ChMstlne. Prlnc:eu of BeIJk.am 190. 194 
Mlrie Henriltu.Archdlldleu of AU$w 185 
MiM JO$" Queen of lQiy (formerly Prl""e" 

of BeIElum) 141.1« 
Mirie·Jod.,.,. of Suony 20 
M:lM l KUlnsb, Queen Comort of Fnnce 

20 
Mirie-louis • • AM:hduchess of Austria. 
Empn!u of FI'UKIII 128: 128-11 • . 152.21 1 
M.vie-louIse. Princ:ess of SchlelWlJ--Hotsteln 

78,81 
Mlrie.Loulse Luc .... Archduchen oIAus~ 

;and QuMn Coruon. of FnnCl (tIwr 
Due,,", 01 PaON) 12'. 24' 

Mlrie.Thense.Prlnc~s de UinlWle 48. 156 
Harie-TMr+s1 CNnon •. Princlss of f~. 

SH Roy".l'bd:.me 
Mltfborou&h, Duchess 01 (nee Comuelo 

'hnderbijtJ 246 
I-briborough. Duc"u 01 (n4_ Gbd)'$ 

Dlt.lcon) 246 
Miriborou&h. Duke of 146 
I-bry. Prlnctn. Duc~, of Glouc:euer )ncf 

E6nburth 6) 

357 



M.lry. PrirocflJ. T .... Ptirl(eu R.opl (C~tts, 
of Hov.wood) " , 17, to, 96;80. 86.97 

liMy. QUMn tonlort (Mvy ofTKk) " : 2, 4. 
57. 67.96,99. 103 

M.lry. QUHn of Scou 14: H .39. 44. n 
liMy T~or. QuMn222·2U 
Milthildt. PrincullOS 
M.ulXhkh.Gtu.Comte dt 18 5: 185. 186 
M.1ud. Prirocen of fife (C~ten of Southes.k) 

1I ;68-7l.80 
~ud. Prlncen of~les (btef' QuHn of 

NOI'WJ)') 11 ; 67 
Maximilg,n I.Kirc of ~rq 141 ; 126 
MWmIIb.n. Emperor 01 Hulco (An:hdub 01 

A .. mm) 14 1.142. 1 .... 
M.worln dWnonds I s.o 
t-bnrin. Ur'CIimlJules Raymond I s.o. In. 222 
HockJ.nburc SuWu.. ~d Oucheu of 57 
Htddemur, 5tn1111. Chlrioca de _ 

CNor!out. o.-n (OMan: 

MoIltno q.w.Jlff) -+6. 105, 107.125 
HtMJle.Andr_ 15.17 
H 6ni ... s O_'ler)l64 
Hetq.Argentuu. Conutl1. 158 
Hetttmld\ Prlncen dt 109; 107. 108. 110. 

118. 185 
Mltllllrd. Plwrt l77.178 
MlkhailoYkh. Gnnd 0 .. HichHI of R.unb. 87 
H~iUl l. KIrC of Strbb 51 
Hlneru. Malbn-.. (ll1eerW wppller) 125 
MiomiUldnl de Siirlte MMle. FnIM;oft dl 150 
MlnlNrtCastlto 142- 1+! 
Mirror 01 Porw,~ dbmond 222 
MitQu. Coumnd 158 
MOCu! MUZtgf emtnld ))6 
Moh_ad R.eu ~ SNh 0I11'U1 197. 26] 
Hobnl U_1,,",)107 
Honroe, MiII'Uyn 175 
Hon~q:ro. Prlncen ~UI 01 57 
Mon",ln. Comtt~..-on 11 0 
MontaOmtry. I ] '" Earl of Egllnton ue Seton. 

R.oWt. 2"" COUnt oIW .. ton 

Hontlro. Euctnlt 01_ E ..... d4I Montijo, 
EI'I'lprHI of Fr;ancl 

Montpensier. Duc de 252 
Montpoll1$ ..... Duc .... " du 212 
Mon. FI!Mob de 190 
Monndt. Charles The¥eneau de 11 
H~.brl of 15.17 
HOfiI!I. RIcNnI Sc()(t 63 
MOCte . Comt8S~ dtt la OIliUlOll dttValois Silnt 

R.emy) 4 1, 41. 44 
MocUl .Nlcobs de la 42 
MucN. Alphomt 2n 
Muh:lllVllMi All Khan Walbjah. N.tw.ab 01 

An:ot 60. 61 
HuIIOI.",~.nlJ'I 252 
Mush de LUlIemoo..r, 129 
NapokIon I. Emperor of ~ 114, Ill: 

121 _122. 125. 129. 11 1. 132. 118. 152. 164. 
211 . 221.327 
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Napoleon Ill. Emperor of Fnnct 38. 107. 122. 
125. 126. 142. 152. 1S4. 2IS.1U 

N a(Nlie,o.-.-. of Serbia 51 
Ntipper'J,.Acbm Albtrt von. Comtt <It 

NtlIlJ*1 129 
Nthon. l ord Horulo 122 
N ..... yorlr; Optn Tf'OUp<I 119 
N_altlt. Duchess of liS 
N lCodemo. Phllipp lKob 47 
Nicoln It Tnr of Runil 2]9; 52. 69. 10) . 

21 5. 2+! 
N~.Comte 118 
N ltot{jtweler) 115. I 2'.i. 21 I 
N orfolk. Duke 01 37 
N iJlleld,lord 11S 

Ob4ir1drc1\, IW'onntIl d' 181. 183 
Obef'on. Han-r 275 
OWOn. Mtrie ]71, ]76. 282; 27-4-283 
Olp. Grand Ou:: .... u of Russia (Prince" 

Ctcil. dt Ibdt) 87. 91 
Om Hablbtft Apo KI-wI. 8t&um (nN Yvwe 

Lab"'oullt) U2 
OppenMimer Blut dl.wnond ))) 
O rlf,\l1$.Ou<d' 181.1 18 
OrleN' diiUl>ond 242 
Otto. KInc of &-r.u-Ia SS 

Pacliil. Sruno 276 
Paler. Pmctsl of RImb 24 1 
Palmer. Comte de (Oon f'edro deAponte) 

m 
Pasha.AII oIloannlN lU 
Pnha. hma· • . Khtd'¥w of£vpt 114 
Pallia. Muhammad Si 'Id. Wal of £Opt 111 
Pamb. Ma haranl 01 57 
PauicA. Prince" of COflnauzht 7S , 11 ; 67. 72. 

'4-8' 
Patrid:. Princ. 01 Inn 197 
Paubnt von Me«ernlch. Pmcesl of Austria 

107. 108.110. 11 8.185 
PMgriIWl pw1. U (Younoupo-o peul) ]26, 

128,229: 222. 226.229. U2 
~ pe.ulLa 220. 225, ]27; 11.201. 

22G-225. 227 
Pwce"nly:II.SululIlI ofT..uy r 15 
~teT III Tsar of Ruuil232 
F.t..-borovgh c"thednl )7 
f'.eterOOf pabce 240 
Philp 11. Kin, of SpaIn 222 
Phiippe. Princ. of Fnott (Oukt of Or";w>$) 

177.318 
Philip. Princt of Gl'HCt and o.nnw-k 257 
Pkld'ord. Nary 288 
~tdbmondlU 

Picot.lonI. Govtmor of ~raJ. )21 
PluIVI. Pope 121 
PlmVllPope 122 
PoN tbmond )0' 
PoIQy o-ener) 301 
Polar Sw dQmoncl )27;29<4 

Polt. Si~ Ct'OOIlff IN Silimah Ap Ktw>. 
.. ",m 

Poltimor. tiara 100. 101 
Pompadour.~t d. 20 
Pon. M.irjorle MerrlW$tfItf"-46 
Pottm .... , Grtgoi .. 11 
Pottm~ (EUZ .... Ie) diamond 217 
Pracap Slntf! Fbo GlItood. M.it-oanp of 

Baroda 217 
PrindedWnond 112: 11. 217. ))1 
Pucelnl. Glacomo 149 
I\nhlo;in PaIKt see T unkoit SeIo Pibce 140 

Q-u.ereW'O. s~e 01 144 

Radne. Jun 177 
Ralbllud.Andr' 107 
Ramuy.AlexarMler n. 75. 80 
Ramuy.Aluan6tr Ourb) 80 
Ramgy. udr PatTidi IN Pl uicg"Prlnctsl of 

Connaugtlt 
Ralputln, GrIpf-+6 
Rayon. Fwnando 212 
Red Crou diamond 326: 327 
Red Cron.Tht 127 
Ugtnte purl. La 2 10. 2 11 , lU,] t 4: 210--

215.227 
Rfl...,.An;hbOlhop of 31 
R4Iu,. Prlntes of IH UlIan. PrlncelS 01 Uthy 
RUnsare1. Duc d. 252 
Roo...u,W..iim ) I 
Rockefellet:John o.H1 
RockefeU .... npphln! )47 
Rohan. CardInal d. 42 
Rokotoll. Fyodor 7. 212 
Romania. Queen Man. 01 6 
Rom;anov Oynuty 13. 125. U9. 210. 211 . 241 
II.omanov jewell !.H' R.uulan SeoUl Jewels 
Roue! (jeweller) 211.2 15 
RothKhiId ,AJ;ne d4I 166 
ROthlthlld , Baton GustaYe de 2S2 
RothKhild . 8aron ... n G. de 252 
Rotmchlld. Hn.,llm1S de 11 8 
ROthl th1ld famllr 1). 118. 166. 252 
RO)"ilt . l'1Mttmt (I"bri.-Th4Irbt Ch¥Iottt. 

Prlnce-n of mnc •. Oud\es~ 
d'ArltcMtn-..) 154; 13. -+6. 47.48. 154- 166 

RO)'tf' «itllln) 10. ]1 
peony brooches 268. 269,27 1: 267_271 
Rundtll and 8ridge 0 ....... 1er) 123 
Ruubn Sate Je-Is 2]8. 1401141, ]42, 

243, 244,245,216, 247: 238.247 

Sifn.. MI'I UIy J39 
Sainte-Nbgie 19 
smdin. 5I.oIan of £cpt;and Syrb JO] 
SalIfrW1 Av- KIwI. BeJum (nH 5.arah 

CrooIIer P_j 300-1OS 
5~bury. C~teil of 181 
Saner dbmond 150 
Sinth Tortonia. Princtu 0( ~In 259 



S3mon.Ch.lrlti H.nri 19.21.21 
~h S.mh,lnk ,Nb bntc.Je1 171 
»noon, Ed'w;ud 166 
~noon. SybiI (I.ttr M.-chior,," of 

ChoImondeley) 161, 161; 166.136 
»-or. House 01 21 I 
s.u.. Marl~'P'" d. 
Saxt-Cobu'l. Prince AuzUII of I B6 
»xe-Coburs.Prince Phlippto of ISS,IB6 
s.u .. CoburJ. PlW:m loub. dt I"'; 184·181 
»x.-GoItlo3o.AJIII'II!Yr1:, Prtnuu Aupu 01 

(Princen oIWi11fl) 6 1;60 
Su.-Cobu'l.nd Gou." Prince Ftf'lIin;.nd 01 

(Ilter IYdlnand I of Bulprb) 164 
Suonr, Princess Mw IrTVNcwu. of S1 
SdIIumbtrter.Jun 190. 194 
Sep;a. Duke of IS9 
Stk,VidtHo 111 
Seton. Mary 17,lB 
Seton. Robert. 2"" Count ofWimoo (b.ler 

Honqomt...,..13 '" url of Ezlinton) 18 
S.lwmu. Princesl of Inn 197 
SNn~tvI.~niof B.inxb 211 
Slmeon 11. Kin. 01 Bulprb. 164 
Simp!lon. WlIIII IH WIndIoc-. Dueheu of 
SI~. Dult.p 191 
SII1:h. Ranllt. ~ of !he ~b 195; 

194.297. 298 
~ Otvl.Ma~of~ 116;11 7.21 8. 

))) 

Smith, u.dy MilIY ~ 81 
Smlwonbn ~unI HnlOl'y Muswm 41 
SofQ. Princess 63 
Sombom, H..-wn 28S 
SoongAJ-lilll l ll ; ) 10.115 
Soona: Chlna:-IIn, lll : )10-115 
Soong M"I-in, 11 I ,11.; 110-115 
Sonya. Emp ... " of Iran 196, 198: 196-1 fl 
Sotheby'1 20 1. 244. 26). 264 
Sovthesk, I I'" COIInl of ne Cirnt&k'. Ourl8' 
Soua-k, Counuu of IH Maucl. Princes, "' ... 
Stillin.Jowph 239. 240 
Sw- of 5ou!:h AfI1a dlamond ))O: ))1 

Slar of die South dWnond 217 
SI~. Princ,u of S."ium 185, 186 
s.~on. ChMles H"Ih 222 
Slorr and Mortimw 0-11«) 107 
Stnolhmort , CounwI II : 99 

Sualhrnor<i, EMI 99 
Strohelm. &ic ¥On 288 
SIlW't.J_ lee ~ VI. KInc 01 Scoll~nd 
S!;Wl't. Mar)' He Ma...,.. OuMn 01 Scots 
SUe! unal 11. 
Sun Yat·wn ll4 
Sur"lO(k.Printt11 Cithtrint )05 
SutherLmd. COUllles, of (Elthbt!h l _,Oflo 

Gower) 4-1 
S-.....son, Qoria n.,186: 285·289 

T~J oI-Mo1ouk. Queen Cornorl of Inn 197 
To1)'IOr.Elltabedl 200, 202.20., 206, 125: I) . 

200-207. 211 . 222.124. 225 
T.btl, Don 0Itg0 dt 222 
Ted!. Prince Aluandt-. dllH AlhIone, Em cA 
TKJl. MM')' cA JH MMy. Queen consort 
T.mplt Pmon -46, -1 8, I SS, 156. 158 
111bny & Co. Oeweller) 141 
TI!OOI" spi!lel291 
1lpu, Sult:al'1 ofMywrt 291; 298 
11pu Wan upphIre 29B 
Todd, Mike l0l; 20 1. 201. 22 ~ 
TOIionLl. ~r:Io IH ~ndr:a Torlonla, Princess 

of~ln 

Tot,lII. Errico ~8 
Town$l!nd. CIopuln Peter 99. 101 
Tl'1)uky.leon 242 
Tw l'1koie Stlo Nac. (PulhlUn Pmc.) 240 
Tllllenes P:robee 46,106. 118,125. 156 
TUIC:l1ny, Gr.1ond Du<:iless of IH Bourbon· 

Plorma.Ak. cM 

Umberto, Prince of Pltdmont 144 

V.Ienc:I_ (hn1er ) 119 
'hlenlino. RudoIph 285 
Van 0eeI & Arpeh O_IJt!f') 131. 1)8, 166, 

189.190. 192.198,211. 224.161. 269. 271. 
lO1.311 

V~n der SmySltln. Gener:rool Alfred I H 
Va~,Antiont Aup;tin 21 
Va~. Ed""·Jun 21 
'hnderfy¥er.}e3n Sapllne 21 
VandertMlt. Cornu,to 1ft MarlborvtJP, 

Due .... n 01 
V~tiQn City 1. 2 
v.tizqvel, Dlqo 121 
VerdI, Gltaeppto 115 

Vvrdun.. Fuko di II 
Vflrulllu 20, 22. .2,55, 155, 156, 164 
VIctorb I. Queen 55. 6) ,69. 75. 83,a., 87. 9 1. 

96, 118, 155, 185. 186,122. 239.260 
Vlc[l)l'i.l EurNe oIlbn~nbt'l- QuHn of 

Spain 254: B-4 . U2, 22~ , lS4·16 I . 297 
VlItIN. eon,reu of 129 

Warn", Co$ima 158 
W"&,,u. Rk luord 55 
Wa1f\. Pritl(. 0I1H Frtderick of ~ 

Princ. of Will" 
Waru. Prince 01 AlbOUlQ 18) 
W~t. BenJamln 59 
W"tmirulerAbbty 71.81, 99 
Weypnd. G~I 1.4 
Wilder. 8d1y 286 
WoodlOl', Due .... " cA (W~~I SimPlon) 20 1, 

H9,lS2 
Wtnd1or. Duk. cA (fonnerty Kif1& EdwvdVlII) 

99,101 
WlndlOl' C~lIe 55. 59. Bl. 99 
WII111on. HuTy 198,151.1 17.125 
Wlnwt\.lllOl', Fr:Ionz X.i .... , 11. lOB, I SO 
Wlt!el~b.loch (WI1I.el~b.Kh-Gnn) dbmond 

116,111; 13, )11 
WlnehbKh.. Royal House 01198. 317 

Y".EIik\u 18 
Y.lIe Unlvenlty 18 
Yonc. Duke of $ft! Gtofl'VI,1Ort 
yonc. Duke of IH Fftderid. D .... of York 

YOUUOllf>OY, Prinu h liJt..cA Russia -16. 21 1, 
115. 227,327 

Youuoupov. Prince Nikolal, 01 Rtalb 46. 21 5. 
ll7 

Youuoupov, I'nncfls IrIN.. 01 Rta$b 21 S 
Younoupov. Prince1l ZfiWd4r, of Runill 2ll; 

51,211 . 21 S, 221, 227.ll2 
YOUJs~ fllTlity 21 S, 221. 211. 294 
YOUJJ~ Pwrl lH ~ purl,u. 

ZmwI SNh, Emir of Af&tunlltiln 29), 294 
Z_nlli, Fl7O(o 224 
lWrdI, Princell IH YOUJ~, PrInceS! 

Z~.oIRuub. 
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A CATALOGUE 
., 

.4 SUrF-R/J AS ' EMULd(}£ 

". 
J E WE L S, 

.\ O£SEtt,. Sf.RVWl:: 01; rtLL \ GJtF.E PLATE i 

... 
O. EFl1 f, TAil L E P L ATE. 

Wllleu WILL nR!)OLD m ' .Iu ;cnON 

Dv lU R. C II R 1 S T I E, 

Du MONDA \', MAY 17, 119, 3.QdT1IfotOUo..n., D:.p, 

rt. U:TU.LL1.T olT ua. O'('LO •. .Ii • 

. 
J,l,y 110 poWicki, VJe._td Go Frid., HId SJhJrU, pn'Q!dlDr the 
5*, wbcD Owlollle.r (u -r.O Sbilliap :..t SI'ptJlce tlCSI; 

.itift/ "'"irA .. 1'".,." r<DI k IIJ.iUtd,) msr be Iud of 
"-rs. "a"anl am! UUTllllt, VpbolllMa" lO tbcfr !l.lIjadtll~ 

add of Mr. en.ATIC', l'a1l Abll. 

, 
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